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Upon the firfl publication of this pamphlet^ all the

Scotch Lordsy then in Loncon, ^ver,t in a body^ and

cotnplained to ^leen Anne of the affront put on

them and their nation by the author of this Treatife.

TJ^ereupon a proclamation was piibliJJjed by her

Majejly^ offering a reward of three hundred pounds

to difcover him. The reafon for offering fo fmall

a fum zvasy that the ^ucen and Minijhy had no de^

fire to have the author taken into cufhdy.

THE



THE
PUBLIC SPIRIT

OF THE

WHIGS [a].

I
Cannot without feme envy, and a juft refcnt-

ment againft the oppofite condu6t of others,

refleiR: upon that generofity and tendernefs, where-

with the heads and principal members of a ftrug-

gling fadion treat thofe who will undertake to

hold a pen in their defence. And the behaviour

of thefe patrons is yet the more laudable, becaufe

the benefits they confer are almoft gratis. If any

of their labourers can fcratch out a pamphlet, they

delire no more ; there is no queftion offered about

[tf] It was written in the year 17 12, by the confent, if not the

encouragement, of the minifters of that asra, in anfwer to the Crifis

by Sir Richard Steele. Orrery,
The noble commentator, who appears in another inftance to have

given an account of the works of his author, from a perufal of no

more than a title * in the Dublin editions, has been betrayed into mif-

takes, which, if he had read the piece, he would have efcaped. This

tradl:, in the title which his lordfhip confulted, is faid to have been

written in the year 1712 : but in that part of it which moft deferves

the notice of a critic, becaufe it occafioned the complaint in the Houfe

of Lords, mention is made of a motion to diffolve the Union, which

did not happen till 17 13. The complaint, which is faid in the note

to happen upon the frji publication, was made the 2d of March

1713-14, and the pamphlet, according to the cuftom of printers, was

dated 17 14.

* See Voyage to Brobdingnag, Chap. VI,

B 2 the



4 THE PUBLIC SPIRIT
the wit, the (lyle, the argument. Let a pamphlet

come out upon demand in a proper junflure, yoij

fhall be well and certainly paid
; you {hall be paid

before-hand ; every one of the party, who is able

to r-ead, and can fpare a (hilling, fhall be a fub-

fcriber ; feveral thoufands of each production fhall

be fent among their friends through the kingdom ;

the work fhall be reported admirable, fublime, un-

anfwerable ; fhall ferve to raife the finking cla-

mours, and confirm the fcandal of introducing

popery and the pretender upon the Queen and her

miniflers.

Among the prefent writers on that fide I can re-

colledl but three of any great diftin£tion, which

are the Flyivg-poJ^^ Mr. Dunton^ and the author of

Ihe Crifis [/.»]. The firfl of thefe feems to have been

much funk in reputation, fince the fudden retreat

of the only true genuine original author^ Kir. Rid-

,

path, who is celebrated by the Dutch gazetteer as

one of the beji pens in England. Mr. Dunton hath

been longer and more converfant in books than

any of the three, as well as more voluminous in his

productions : however, having employed his flu-

dies in fo great a variety of other fubjeits, he hath,

I think, but lately turned his genius to politicks.

His famous tradV, intituled Neck or nothing, muft be

allowed to be the flirewdeft piece, and written

with the moft fpiiit of any, which hath appeared

\b'\ Mr. Steele was expelled the Houfe cf Commons for this pamph-

let, at the very fame time that the Houfe moved againft the Dean for

the Reply.

from



OFTHEWHIGS. 5

from that fide fince the change of the miniftry : it is

indeed a moll cutting fatire upon the lord treafurer

and lord BoUngbroke ; and I wonder none of our

friends ever undertook to anfwer it. I confefs, I

was at firft of the fame opinion with feveral good

judges, who, from the ftyle and manner, fuppofe

it to have ilTued from the fliarp pen of the earl of

Nottingham ; and I am ftill apt to think it might

receive his lordfhip's laft hand. The third and

principal of this triumvirate is the author of Ths

Crifii\ who, although he muft yield to the Fifing-

poji in knowledge of the world and fici'il in poli*

ticks, and to Mr. Dunton in keiennefs of fatire and

variety of reading, hath yet other qualities enough

to denominate him a writer of a fuperior clafs to

cither; provided he would a little regard the pro-

priety and difpofition of his words, confult the

grammatical part, and get fome information in the

fubjetSl he intends to handle.

Omitting the generous countenance and encou-

ragement that have been (hewn to the perfons and

produftions of the two former authors, I fhall

here only confider the great favour conferred upon

the laft. It hath been advertifed for feveral months

in The Engl'ijhman [r], and others papers^ that a

pamphlet, called The Crif.s^ fiiould be publiihed at

a proper time^ in order to open the eyes of the na-

tion. It was propofed to be printed by fubfcrip-

tion, price a fliilling. This was a little out of

[f] A paper written by the fame ruthor. In favour of the precede

j»g adminiftration,

B ? form i



6 THE PUBLIC SPIRIT
form ; becaufe fubfcriptions are ufually begged

only for books of great price, and fuch as are not

likely to have a general fale. Notice was likewife

given of what this pamphlet fliould contain ; only

an extradl from certain adls of parliament relating

to the fucccfllon, which at leaft muft fink nine-

pence in the fhilling, and leave but three-pence

for the author's political reflexions ; fo that no-

thing very wonderful or decifive could be reafona-

bly expe6led from this performance. But, a work

was to be done, a hearty writer to be encouraged,

and accordingly many thoufand copies were be-

fpokc. Neither could this be fufficient ; for when
we expected to have our bundles delivered us, all

was flopt J the friends to the caufe fprang a new
proje£t J and it was advertifed that The Crifts could

not appear, till the ladies had fhewn their zeal

againft the pretender-, as well as the men i againft

the pretender in the bloom of his youth, reported

to be handfome, and endued with an underftand-

ing exadly of a fize to pleafe the fex. I fhouid be

glad to have feen a printed lift of the fair fub-

icribers prefixed to this pamphlet ; by which the

chevalier might know, he was fo far from pretending

to a monarchy here, that he could not fo much as

pretend to a miftrefs.

At the deftined period, the firft news we hear,

is of a huge train of dukes, earls, vifcounts, barons,

knights, efquires, gentlemen, and others, going to

Sam, Buckley s^ the publifiier of Ihe Crijis^ to fetch

home their cargoes, in order to tranfmit them by-

dozens,
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dozens, fcores, and hundreds, into the feveral

counties, and thereby to prepare the wills and un-

derftandings of their friends againft the approach-

ing feflions. Aflc any of them, whether they have

read it ? they will anfwer no j but they have fent

it every where, and it will do a world of good. It

is a pamphlet, and a pamjJhlet they hear againft

the miniftry ; talks of flavery, France^ and the pre-

tender : they defire no more ; it will fettle the

wavering, confirm the doubtful, inftru6t the igno-

rant, inflame the clamorous, although it never

be once looked into. I am told by thofe who are

expert in the trade, that the author and bookfeller

of this twelve-penny treatife will be greater gain-

ers, than from one edition of any folio that hath

been publilhed thefe twenty years. What needy

writer would not folicit to work under fuch

mafters, who will pay us before hand, take off as

much of our ware as we pleafe at our own rates,

and trouble not themfelves to examine, either be-

fore or after they have bought it, whether it be

ilaple or no ?

But, in order to illuftrate the implicit muni-

ficence of thofe noble patrons, I cannot take a

more effedlual method than by examining the pro-

du£tion itfelf ; by which we fhall eafily find that it

was never intended, further than from the noife,

the bulk, and the title of Crijis^ to do any fervice

to the faftious caufe. The entire piece confifts of

a title-page, a dedication to the clergy, a preface,

B 4 an



8 THE PUBLIC SPIRIT
an extracSl from certain a<Sls of parliament, and
about ten pages of dry reflections on the proceed-

ings of the Queen and her fcrvants ; which his

coadjutors, the carl of Nottingham^ Mr. Dunton^

and \.\\c Jlying-pojl^ had long ago fct before us in a

much clearer light.

In popifli countries, when fome impoftor cries

out, A miracle! a miracle ! it is not done with a

hope or intention of converting hcreticks, but

confirming the deluded vulgar in their errors;

and fo the cry goes round, without examining into

the cheat. Thus the whigs among us give about a

cry, Jpamphlet ! a pamphlet ! the Crifis ! the Crifis f

not with a view of convincing their adverfaries,

but to raife the fpirits of their friends, recall their

ftragglers, and unite their numbers by found and

impudence ; as bees aflemble and cling together by

the noife of brafs.

That no other effeft could be imagined or hoped

by the publication of this timely treatife, will be

manifeft from fome obvious rcflecftions upon the

fevcral parts of it ; wherein the follies, the falf-

hoods, or the abfurdities, appear fo frequent, that

they may boldly contend for number with the

lines.

VVhen the hawker holds this pamphlet towards

you, the firft words you perceive are. The Crifis \

or, A difcourfe, &:c. The interpreter of Suidas

gives four tranflations of the word Crijis ; any of

which may be as properly applied to this author's let-

ter
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ter to the bailiff'̂ of Stockhrldge [JJ. Next, what

he calls a difccurfe, confifts only of two pages, pre-

fixed to twenty-two more, which contain extrafts

from ads of parliament ; for as to the twelve laft

pages, they are provided for by themfclvcs in the

title under the name of Some feafonable reinarh on

the danger of a popifli fuccejfor. Another clrcum-

ftance Vv'orthy of our information in the title-page

is, that the crown hath been fettled by previous

a6li. I never heard of any a£l of parliament that

was not previous to what it enafted, unlefs thofe

two, by which the earl of Strafford and Sir "John

Fenvjick loft their heads, may pafs for exceptions.

A difcourfe^ reprefenting from the moji authentic re"

cordsy &c. He hath borrowed this expreffion from

fome writer, who probably underftood the words ;

but this gentleman hath altogether mifapplied them;

and, under favour, he is wholly miftaken ; for a

heap of extracts from feveral adls of parliament

cannot be called a difcourfe ; neither do I believe

he copied them from the moft authentic records,

which, as I take it, are lodged in the Tower, hue

oiit of fome printed copy. I grant there is nothing

material in all this, further than to fhew the gene-

rofity of our adverfaries in encouraging a writer,

who cannot furnifh out fo much as a title-page with

propriety or common fenfe.

[d] Steele addreffed a letter to the iailif of Stockbrldge, who ap-

pears to have been returning officer for this borough, which Steele

reprefeated in parliament.

Next
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Next follows the dedication to the clergy of the

church of England^ wherein the modefty and the

meaning of the firft paragraphs are hardly to be

matched. He tells them, he hath made a comment

upon the aSfs of fcttlcment, which he lays before

them., and conjures them to recommend in their writ-

ings and difcourfes to their felhiv-fubjeSls : and he

doth all this, out of a jufi deference to their great

power and influence. This is the right whig fcheme

of directing the clergy what to preach. The arch-

bi(hop of Ccuiterhttry s jurifdidlion extends no far-

ther than over his own province; but the author

of the crifis conftitutcs himfelf vicar-general over

the whole clergy of the church of England. The
bifhops in their letters or fpeeches to their own
clergy proceed no further than to exhortation ; but

this writer conjures the whole clergy of the church

to recommend his commerA upon the laws of the land,

in their writings and difcourfes. I would fain know,

who made him a co?nmentator upon the laws of the

land : after which it will be time enough to afk

him, by what authority he direiSs the clergy to

recominend his comments from the pulpit or the

prefs ?

He tells the clergy there arc tivo circumfiances

which place the minds of the people under their clirec~

tion ; the firft circumftance is their education ; the

fecond circumftance is the tenths of our lands.

This laft, according to the Latin phrafe, is fpoken

ad invidiam j for he knows well enough, they have

not a twentieth : but if you take it in his own
way.
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way, the landlord has nine parts in ten of the peo-

ple's minds under his direction. Upon this rock

the author before us is perpetually fplitting, as

often as he ventures out beyond the narrow bounds

of his literature. He hath a confufed remembrance

of words fince he left the univerfity, but hath loft

half their meaning, and puts them together with

no regard, except to their cadence ; as I remember
a fellow nailed up maps in a gentleman's clofet,

fome fideling, others upfide down, the better to ad-

juft them to the pannels.

I am fenfible it is of little confequence to their

caufe, whether this defender of it underftands gram-

mar or no ; and if what he would fain fay, dif-

covered him to be a well-wiiher to reafon or truth,

1 would be ready to make large allowances. But

when, with great difficulty, I defcry a compofitioii

of rancour and falfhood intermixed with plaufible

nonfenfe, I feel a ftruggle between contempt aiid

indignation at feeing the character of a cenfor^ a

guardian, an EngUjhman, z coftmientator on the

laivs^ an injlrudor of the clergy^ affumed by a child

of obfcurity, without one fingie qualification to fup-

port them.

This writer, who either aiFedts, or is com-
manded, of late to copy after the bifliop. of Baruviy

hath, out of the pregnancy of his invention, found

out an old way of infinuating the groffeft reflecti-

ons under the appearance of admonitions ; and is

fo judicious a follower of the prelate, that he taxes

the clergy for inf.amlng their people with apprehcn-

fans
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fiom of danger to them and their covjiitutionfrom wwj

who are innocent of fuch defigns j when we muft

needs confcfs, the whole defjgn of his pamphlet is

to inflaine the people with apprchcnficm of danger from

the prcfent miniftry, whom we believe to be at leaft

as innocent men as the laft.

What (hall I fay to a pamphlet, where the malice

and falftiood of every line would require an an-

fwer, and where the dulnefs and abfurdities will

not deferve one ?

By his pretending to have always maintained an

inviolable refpecl to the clergy, he would iiifinuate,

that thofe papers among the Tatlers and Spc^ators,

where the whole order is abufed, were not his

own. I will appeal to all who know the flatnefs

of his ftyle, and the barrennefs of his invention,

whether he doth not grofly prevaricate? was he,

ever able to walk without leading-rtrings, or fwirrt

without bladders, without being difcovercd by his

hobbling and his fmking ? hath he adhered to his

character in his paper called Tbc EngliJJmian, where-

of he is allowed to be fole author without any

competition ? what does he think of the letter

figned by himfelf, which relates to Molefivorth [^J,

[e] The right honourable Robert Molcfioorth, Efq; one of the privy

council and member of the Houfe of Commons, created a peer by

king George I. The lower houfe of convocation there preferred a com-

plaint againft him for difrefpedtful words, which being rcprcfcntcd in

England, he was removed from the council : to juftify him againft

this complaint was the fubjcift of Steele's letter,

2 in
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in whofe defence he affronts the whole convocation

of Ireland ?

It is a wife maxim, that becaufe the clergy are

no civil lawyers, they ought not to preach obedi-

ence to governors 3 and therefore they ought not to

preach temperance, becaufe they are no phyficians.

Examine all this author's writings, and then point

me out a divine who knoweth lefs of the conftitu-

tion of England than he ; witnefs thofe many egre-

gious blunders in his late papers, where he pre-

tended to dabble in the fubjecl.

But the clergy have, it feems, imbibed their no-

tions of power and obedience, abhorrent from our

laws, from the potnpous ideas of imperial greatnefs

and the fubmijfion to abfolute emperors. This is grofs

ignorance, below a fchool-boy in his Lucius Florus.

The Roman Hiftory, wherein lads are inftrufted,

reacheth little above eight hundred years, and the

authors do every where inftil republican principles

;

and, from the account of nine in twelve of the firft

emperors, we learn to have a deteftation againft

tyranny. The Greeks carry this point yet a great

deal higher, which none can be ignorant of, who
hath read or heard them quoted. This gave Hobbes

the occafion of advancing a pofition diredlly con-

trary ; that the youth of England were corrupted

in their political principles, by reading the hiftories

of Rome and Greece^ which, having been written

under republicks, taught the readers to have ill

noiions of monarchy. In this alTertion there was

fomethinsr
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fomething fpecious, but that advanced by The Crifts

could only ifl'ue from the profoundeft ignorance.

But, would you know his fcheme of education

for young gcnticTneu at the univerfity ? it is, that

they fliould fpend their time in perufing thofe a<3s

of parliament, whereof his pamphlet is an extraft,

which if it had been done, the kingdom would not be

in its prcfent condition, but every tnember fent into the

world thus inflruiled, fince the Revolution, would have

been on advocate for our rights and liberties.

Here now is a proje£l for getting more money

by the crifs; to have it read by tutors in the uni-

vcrlitits. I thoroughly agree with him, that, if

our ftudents had been thus employed for twenty

years pad, the kingdom had not been in its prefent

condition : but we have too many of fuch profici-

ents already among the young nobility and gentry,

who have gathered up their politicks from choco-

late-houfes, and fadlious clubs, and who, if they

had fpent their time in hard ftudy at Oxford or

Cambridge, we might indeed have faid, that the

factious part of this kingdom had not been in its pre-

fent condition, or have fuffered themfelves to be

taught, that a few ails of parliament relating to

the fuccefiion are preferable to all other civil in/li-

tutions whatfoever. Neither did I ever before hear,

that an a6l of parliament relating to one particular

point could be called a civil inftitution.

He fpends almoft a quarto page in telling the

clergy, that they will be certainly perjured if they

bring in the pretender^^
whom they have abjured ;

and'
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and he wifely reminds them, that they have fvvorn

without equivocation or mental refervation ; other-

wife the clergy might think, as foon as they re-

ceived the pretender^ and turned papiJIs, they would

be free from their oath.

This honeft, civil, ingenious gentleman knows

in his confcience, that there are not ten clergymen

in E?tgland (except nonjurors) who do not abhor

the thoughts of the pretender reigning over us,

much more than himfelf. But this is the fpittle of

the bifliop of Sarur?i [/"], ^hich our author licks

up, and fwallows, and then coughs out again with

an addition of his own phlegm. I would fain fup-

pofe the body of the clergy were to return an an-

fwer by one of their members to thefe worthy

counfellors j I conceive it might be in the follow-

ing terms

:

*' My lord and gentleman,

*' The clergy command me to give you thanks

*' for your advice ; and if they knew any crimes,

*' from which either of you were as free, as they

** are from thofe which you fo earneftly exhort

*' them to avoid, they would return your favour

*' as near as poflible in the fame ftyie and manner.

*' However, that your advice may not be wholly

*' loft, particularly that part of it which relates to

*' the pretender, they defire you would apply it to

*' more proper perfons. Look among your own

[/] Dr. Gilbert Burnet.

^
" leaders 5
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** leaders ; examine which of them engaged in a

" plot to reftore the late king James, and received

" pardons under his feal ; examine which of them
*' have been fincc tampering wi'wh his pretended

*' Ton, and to gratify their ambition, their avarice,

*' their malice and revenge, are now willing to re-

*' ftore him at the expence of the religion and li-

*' bcrty of their country. Retire, good my lord,

*' with your pupil, and let us hear no more of

*' thefe hypocritical infmuations, left the Queen
' and miniftcrs, who have been hitherto content

*' with only difappointiiig the lurking villainies of

*' your faction, may be at laft provoked to ex-

*' pofe them."

But his refpect for the clergy is fuch, that he

doth not infmuate as if they really had thefe evil

difpofiticns ; he only hfinuaies, that they give too

much canfe for fuch infmuations.

I will, upon occafion, ftrip fome of his infmua-

iions from their generality and folecifms, and drag

them inlo the light. His dedication to the clergy

is full of them, becaufe here he endeavours to mould

up his rancour and civility together; by which

conftraint he is obliged to fhorten his paragraphs,

and to place them in fuch a light, that they ob-

fcure cue another. Suppofing, therefore, that I

have fcraped off his good manners in order to come

at his meaning, which lies under; he tells the

clergy, that the favour of the Queen and her mi-

nilters is but a colour of -zeal towards them\ that the

people
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people were deluded by a groundlefs cry of the

church's danger at Sacheverel's trial ; that the

clergy, as they are men of fenfe and honour^ ought

to preach this truth to their feveral congregations ;

and let them know, that the true defign of the

prefent men in power, in that and all their pro-

ceedino-s fmce in favour of the church, was to

bring in popery, France, and the pretender, and 'to

enflave all Europe, contrary to the laws of our coun-

try, the power of the legijlature, the faith of nations

^

and the honour of God.

I cannot fee why the clergy, as men of fenfe and

men of honour (for he appeals not to them as men

of religion), ftiould not be allowed to know when

they are in danger, and be able to guefs whence it

comes, and who are their prote6tors. The defign

of their deftru£tion indeed may have been projeded

in the dark ; but when all was ripe, their enemies

proceeded to fo many overt-adts in the face of the

nation, that it was obvious to the meaneft people,

who wanted no other motives to rouze them.

On the other fide, can this author, or the wifeft

of his fadion, aflign one fingle a6t of the prefent

miniftry any way tending towards bringing in the

pretender, or to weaken the fucceffion of the houfe

of Hanover? Obferve then the reafonablenefs of

this gentleman's advice: the clergy, the gentry,

and the common people, had the utmoft apprehen-

fions of danger to the church under the late mi-

niftry ; yet then it was the greateft impiety to in-

flame the people with any fuch apprehenfions. His

Vol. IX. C danger
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danger of a popijh fucceflbr, from any fteps of the

prcri,nt niiiiiitiy, is an artificial calumny, raifed

and fprcad againft the conviction of the inventors,

pretended to be believed only by thofc, who abhor

the conftitution in church and ftaie ; an obdurate

fadlion, who compafs heaven and earth to reftore

themfelves upon the ruin of their country
;

yet

here our author exhorts the clergy to preach up his

imaginary danger to their people, and difturb the

public peace with his ftrained fcditious comments.

But how comes this gracious licence to the

clergy from the whigs to concern themfelves with

politicks of any fort, although it be only the glofies

and comments of Mr. Steele ? The fpeeches of the

managers at Sachevef'ePs trial, particularly thofe of

Stanhope, Lechmere^ J^if^St P^^^cr [^], and fome

others, feemed to deliver a different doctrine. Nay,

this very dedication coiriplains oifome in holy orders^

who have made the conjl'itution of their country (in

which and the coptick Mr, Steele is equally fkilled)

a very little part of theirJludy, and yet made obedi-

ence and governinent the frequent fubje^is of their dif-

courfes. This difficulty is eafily folved j for by

politicks they mean obedience. Mr. Hoadley [Z»],

who is a champion for refiftance, was never charg-

ed with meddling out of his function : Hugh Peters,

and his brethren, in the times of ufurpation, had

[g] Thcfe perfons were created peers by king George I.

[i6] Do£lor Benjamin Hoadley, created biiliop of Bangor by king

George I. in 1715, tranQatcd to Hereford in lysi, to Saltjbury in

1723, and to fVlncheJier jn 1734.

5 ^i^^
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fall liberty to preach up fedition and rebellion

;

and fo here Mr. Steele iflues out his licence to the

clergy to preach up the danger of a popijh pretender^

in defiance of the Queen and her adminiftration.

Every whiffler in a laced coat, who frequents

the chocolate-houfe, and is able to fpell the title

of a pamphlet, ftiall talk of the conftitution with

as much plaufibility as this very folemn writer ;

and, with as good a grace, blame the clergy for

meddling with politicks, which they do no un-

derftand. I have known many of thefe able poli-

ticians furniftied, before they were of age, with all

the neceffary topicks of their faftion, and by the

help of about twenty polyfyllables capable of main-

taining an argument, that would fliine in The Crifts ;

whofe author gathered up his little ftock from the

fame fchools, and hath written from no other

fund.

But, after all, it is not clear to me, whether this

gentleman addreffeth himfelf to the clergy of Eng-

land m general, or only to thofe very few (hardly

enough, in cafe of a change, to fupply the mor-

tality of thofe felf-denying prelates he celebrates)

who are in his principles, and among thefe only

fuch as live in and about London ; which probably

will reduce the number to about half a dozen at

moft. 1 fhould incline to guefs the latter ; becaufe

he tells them they are furrounded by a learned,

wealthy^ knowing gentry^ who knoiv with tvhat firm-

nefs, felf-denial, and charity^ the bifnops adhered to the

public cauje, and what contumelies thofe clergymen

C 2 have
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have undergone, ^c. who adhered to the caufe cf

truth. By thofe terms, the public caufe, and the

caufe of truth, he undcrftands the caufe of the ivhigs,

in oppofition to the Queen and her fervants

:

therefore, by the learned, wealthy, am, knowing gentry,

he mufl underftand the Bank and Eajl-India coin-

pany, and thofe other merchants or citizens within

the bills of mortality, who have been ftrenuous

agalnfl the church and crown, and whofe fpirit of

faction hath lately got the better of their intereft.

For let him fearch all the reft of the kingdom, he

will find u.c furrounded clergy, and the furrounding

gentry, wholly ftrangers to the merits of thofe pre-

lates, and adhering to a very different caufe of

truth, as will foon, I hope, be manifefl, by a fair

appeal to the reprefentatives of both.

It was very unnecefTary in this writer to befpeak

the treatment of contempt and deri/ion, which the

clergy are to expedl from his faction, whenever

they come into power. I believe, that venerable

body is in very little concern after what manner

their moft morct.! enemies intend to treat them,

whenever it fhall pleafe God, for our fins, to vifit

us with fo fatal an event ; which, I hope, it will be

the united endeavours both of clergy and laity to

hinder. It will be fome fupport to this hope, if I

could have any opinion of his predid^ing talent

(which fome have afcribed to people of this au-

thor's chara6ler) where he tells us, that noife and

xvrath will not always pafs for zeal. What other

inftanccs of seal htith this gentleman, or the refl

of
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of his party, been able to produce ? If clamour be

noife^ it is but opening our ears to know from what

fide it comes ; and, if fedition, fcurrility, flander

and calumny be the fruit of wrath, read the

pamphlets and papers iffuing from the zealots of

that fa£tion, or vifit their clubs and coffee -houfes,

in order to form a judgment of the tree.

When Mr. Steele tells us, we have a religion that

wants no fiipport from the enlargement of fecular

power, hut is zvell fupported by the wifdom and piety

of its preachers, and its own native truth ; it would

be good to know what religion he profeffeth : for

the clergy, to whom he fpeaks, will never allow him

a member of the church of England. They can-

not agree that the truth of the gofpel, and the

piety and wifdom of its preachers, are a fufficient

fupport, in an evil age, againft infidelity, fadion,

and vice, without the afliftance of fecular poiver ;

unfefs God would pleafe to confer the gift of mi-

racles on thofe who wait at the altar. I believe

they venture to go a little further, and think, that,

upon fome occafions, they want a little enlargement

of ajjijlance from the fecular power againft athei/is,

deijls, focinians, and other hereticks. Every firft

Sunday in Lent, a part of the liturgy is read to the

people, in the preface to which the church declares

her wifties for the reftoring of that dilcipline fhe

formerly had, and which, for feme years paft,

hath been more wanted than ever. But of this no

more, left it might infinuate jcaloufes between the

clergy and laity ; which, the author tells us, is the

C 3 P°^^9
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policy of vain and ambitious men among the former^ in

hopes to derive, from their order^ a veneration they

cannot deferve from their virtue. If this be their

method for procuring veneration, it is the moft

fingular that ever was thought on ; and the clergy

would then indeed have no more to do with poli-

ticks of any fort, than Mr. Steele or his fadlion will

allow them.

Having thus toiled through his dedication, I

proceed to confider his preface, which, half con-

fifting of quotation, will be fo much the fooner got

through. It is a very unfair thing in any writer to

employ his ignorance and malice together ; becaufe

it gives his anfwerer double work : it is like the

fort of fophiftry that the logicians call two mediums^

which are never allowed in the fame fyllogifm. A
writer with a weak head, and a corrupt heart, is

an over-match for any fingle pen ; like a hireling

jade, dull and vicious, hardly able to ftir, yet of-

fering at every turn to kick.

He begins his preface wiih fuch an account of

the original of power, and the nature of civil in-

ftitutions, as, I am confident, was never once ima-

gined by any writer upon government, from Plato

to Mr. Locke. Give me leave to tranfcribe his

firfl paragraph. I neverfaw an unruly crowd ofpeo"

ph cool by degrees into temper, hut it gave me an idea

of the original of power, and the nature of civil injli-

tutions. One particular man has ufually, in thcfe

cafes, fro7n the di;:nity of his appearance, or other

qualities known or imagined by the multitude^ been re-

ceived
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£i'hed into fudden favour and authority ; the occafion

of their difference has been reprefented to him, and the

matter referred to his decifton^

I have known a poet, who never was out of

England, introduce a faiSt, by way of fimile, which

could probably no where happen nearer than in the

plains of Libya ; and beg-in with, So have Ifeen [/].

Such a fiaion, I fuppofe, may be juftified by poet-

ical licence ;
yet Virgil is much more modeft.

This paragraph of Mr. Steele's, which he fets down

as an obfervation af his own, is a miferable man-

gled tranflation of fix verfes out of that famous

poet, who fpeaks after this manner; As ivhen afe-

ditlon arifes in a great multitude, &c. then if they fee

a wife grave man, kc. Virgil, who lived but a

little after the ruin of the Rotnan republick, where

feditions often happened, and the force of oratory-

was great among the people, made ufe of a fimile,

which Mr. Steele turns into a fad after fuch i.

manner, as if he had feen it an hundred times;

and builds upon it a fyftem of the origin of govern-

ment. When the vulgar here in England affemble

in a riotous manner (which is not very frequent

of late years) the prince takes a much more efFec-

tual way than that of fending orators to appeafe

them : but Mr. Steele imagines fuch a crowd of

people as this, where there is no government at

all i
their unruUnefs quelled, and their paflions cool-

ed by a particular man, whofe great qualities they

{;] See the mpi Ba'Sa;.

C 4 ^^^
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had known before. Such an aflembly muft have
rifen fuddenly from the earth, and the man of au-

thority dropt from the clouds ; for, without fome
previous form of government, no fuch crowd did

ever yet aflemble, or could pofTibly be acquainted

with the merits and dignity of any particular man
among them. But to purfue his fcheme ; this

man of authority, who cools the crowd by degrees,

and to whom they all appeal, muft, of necefTity,

prove either an open or clandejlim tyrant. A clan-

dejline tyrant I take to be a king of Brentford^ who
keeps his army in difguife j and whenever he hap-

pens either to die naturally, be knocked on the

head, or depofed, the people calmly take further

meafures^ and i?nprove upon what was begun under his

unlimited power. All this our author tells us, with

extreme propriety, is what feems reafofiable to com-

mon fenfe j that is, in other words, it feems reafon-

ahle to reafon. This is what he calls giving an idea

of the original of power^ and the nature of civil injii-

tutions. To which I anfwer, with great phlegm,

that I defy any man alive to fliew me, in double

the number of lines, although writ by the fame
author, fuch a complicated ignorance in hiftory,

human nature, or politicks, as well as in the ordi-

nary properties of thought or of ftyle.

But, it feems, thefe profound fpeculations were
only premifed to introduce fome quotations in fa-

vour of refijlayice. What hath refiflonce to do with

the fucceflion of the houfc of Hanover^ that the

v/hig writers (hould perpetually afFed to tag them

together I
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together ? I can conceive nothing elfe, but that

their hatred to the Queen and miniftry puts them

upon thoughts of introducing the fuccefTor by ano-

ther Revolution. Are cafes of extreme necejjity to

be produced as common maxims, by which we are

always to proceed ? Should not thefe gentlemen

fometimes inculcate the general rule of obedience,

and not always the exception of refiftatice ; fmce

the former hath been the perpetual di6tate oi all

laws both divine and civil, and the latter is ftill in

difpute ?

I (hall meddle with none of the paffages he cites

to prove the lawfulnefs of refitting princes, except

that from the prefent lord chancellor's \_k] fpeech

in defence of Dr. Sacheverel : that there are extra-

ordinary cafesy cafes of necefftty, which are i/uplied,

although not expreffed, in the general rule [of obedi-

ence]. Thefe words, very clear in themfelves,

Mr. Steele explains into nonfenfe ; which, in any

other author, I ftaould fufpett to have been in-

tended as a refle«5tion upon as great a perfon as ever

-filled or adorned that high flation : but I am fo

well acquainted with his pen, that I much more

wonder how it can trace out a true quotation than

a falfe comment. To fee him treat my lord Har-

court with fo much civility, looks indeed a little

fufpicious, and as if he had malice in his heart.

[yJ] Sir Simon Harcourt, who, at the time of SachevereVs trial, had,

refigned his place of attorney general, which he afterwards accepted

again 5 upon the change of the miniftry, he was made lord keeper, and

in 171 1 created a baron.

He
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He calls his lordfhip a very great man^ and a great

living atiihorify
-y

places himfclf in company with

general Stanhope and Mr. Hoadley ; and, in (hort,

takes the moll: effc(51:ual method in his power of

ruining his lordfhip in the opinion of every man,

who is wife or good. I can only tell my lord Har-

Kurt for his comfort, that thefe praifes are encum-

bered with the do(Slrine of refijiance^ and the true

revolution-principles ; and provided he will not al-

low Mr. Steele for his commentr.tor, he may hope

to recover the honour of being libelled again, as

well as his fovercign and fellow-fervants.

We now come to The Crifts ; where we meet

with two pages by way of introdudion to thofe

extra6l3 from acts of parliament, that conflitutc

the body of his pamphlet. This introdu6tion be-

gins with a definition of liberty, and then proceeds

in a panegyrick upon that great bleiTmg. His pa-

negyrick is made up of half a dozen ftireds, like a

fchool-boy's theme, beaten general topicks, where

any other man alive might wander fecurely ; but

this politician, by venturing to vary the good old

phrafes, and give them a new turn, commits an

hundred folecifms and abfurdities. The weighty

truths, which he endeavours to prefs upon his rea-

der, are fuch as thefe. That liberty is a very good

thing; that without liberty we cannot be free ; that

health is good, andJhength is good, but liberty is

better than either ; that no man can be happy without

the liberty of doing zuhatever his own mind tells him

is bejl 3 that 7nen of (quality love liberty ^ and common

people
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people Jove liberty ; even women and children love

liberty ; and you cannot pleafe them better than by

letting them do what they pleafe. Had Mr. Steele

contented himfelf to deliver thefe and the like

maxims in fuch intelligible terms, I could have

found where we agreed and where we differed.

But us let hear fome of thefe axioms, as he hath

involved them. IVe cannot pojfefs our fotds -with

pleafure and fatisfooiion^ except we prcferve in our-

felves that inejiimable hlejjing^ ivhich we call liberty.

By lihertyy 1 deftre to be underjiood to mean the happi-

nefs of mens livings i^c, The true life of man

confi/is in conduSiing it according to his own juji fenti-

ments and innocent inclinations man's being is de-

graded beloiv that of a free agent^ when his affeSiions

and pajfions are no longer governed by the di£Jates

of his own mind. Without liberty., our health

(among other things) may be at the will of a tyrant

fmployed to our own ruin, and that of our fellow-

creatures. If there be any of thefe maxims which

is not grofly defedive in truth, in fenfe, or in

grammar, I will allow them to pafs for uncon-

troulable. By the firft, omitting the pedantry of

the whole expreflion, there are not above one or

two nations in the world, where any one man can

pojfefs his foul with pleafure and fatisfadion. In the

fecond, he defires to be underjiood to mean ; that is,

he defires to be meant to mean, or to be under-

ftood to underftand. In the third, the life of man

confi/is in conduSling his life. In the fourth he af-

firms, that men's beings are degraded^ when their

pajfion^
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pajftons are no longer governed by the d'tSlates of their

own minds 'y
directly contrary to the leflbns of all

moralifts and Icgiflators ; who agree unanimoufly,

that the paflions of men muft be under the govern-

ment of reafon and law ; neither are laws of any

other ufe than to corre£t the irregularity of our af-

fections. By the Lift, our health is ruinous to our-

felves and other men when a tyrant pleafcs ; which I

leave to him to make out.

I cannot fufficiently commend our anceftors for

tranfmitting to us the bleffing of liberty ; yet, hav-

ing laid out their blood and treafure upon the purchafe^

I do not fee how they a£lcd parfimonioujly ; becaufe

I can conceive nothing more generous than that of

employing our blood and treafure for the fervice of

others. But I am fuddenly ftruck with the

thought, that I have found his meaning ; our an-

ceftors a£ied parftmonioufly, becaufe they only

fpent their own treafure for the good of their pof-

terity ; whereas we fquandered away the treafures

of our pofterity too ; but whether they will be

thankful, and think it was done for the preferva-

tion of their liberty, muft be left to themfelves for

a decifion.

I verily believe, although I could not prove it in

IVeJlminjier-hall hcioit a lord chief jujlice^ that, by

enemies to cur conjiitittion, and enemies to our prefent

ejlablijhjnent^ Mr. Steele would defire to he under-

Jlcod to mean my lord treafurer and the reft of the

miniftry : by thofe luho arc grozvn fupine in proportion

to the danger, to which our liberty is every, day more

expofedy
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expofed, I fliould guefs, he means the lories : and by

hone/i men, who ought to look up with a fpirit that be-

comes honejly, he underftands the whigs. I likewife

believe, he would take it ill, or think me ftupid,

if I did not thus expound him. I fay then, that

according to this expofition, the four great officers

of ftate, together with the reft of the cabinet-

council (except the archbifhop of Canterbury [/j)

are enemies to our ejiablijhfnent, making artful and

6pen attacks upon our conjiitution, and are now prac-

tifing indireSi arts, and mean fubtleties, to weaken the

Jecurity of thofe aSis of parliament for fettling the

fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover, The firft and

moft notorious of thefe criminals is Robert Harley,

earl of Oxford, lord high treafurer, who is reputed

to be chief minifter : the fecond is James Butler^

duke of Ormond, who commands the army, and

defigns to employ it in bringing over the pretender :

the third is Henry St. John, lord vifcount Boling-

broke, fecretary of ftate, who muft be fuppofed to

hold a conftant correfpondence at the court of Bar

k Due, as the late earl of Godolphin did with that

at St. Germains : and, to avoid tedioufnefs, Mr,

Bromley [m] and the reft are employed in their fe-

veral diftrids to the fame end. Thefe are the opi-

nions, which Mr. Steele and his faiSlion, under the

dire6lion of their leaders, are endeavouring, with

all their might, to propagate among the people of

[/] Dr. Temifsn.

[w] Speaker of the Houfe of Commons,

England,
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England, concerning the prcfcnt miniftry ; witbr

what refervation to the honour, wifdoin or jufticc

of the Queen, I cannot determine; who, by her

own free choice, after long experience of their

abilities and integrity, and in compliance to the

general wifties of her people, called them to her

fervice. Such an accufation againft perfons in fo

high truft fhould require, I think, at leaft one Tin-

gle overt-adl to make it good. If there be no

other choice of perfons fit to ferve the crown with-

out danger from the pretender y except among thofe

who are called the whig party, the Hanover fuc-

ceflion is then indeed in a very defperate flate :

that illuftrious family will have almoft nine in ten

of the kingdom againft it, and thofe principally of

the landed intereft ; which is moft to be depended

upon in fuch a nation as ours.

I have now got as far as his extracts, which I

fhall not be at the pains of comparing with the

originals, but fuppofe he hath gotten them fairly

tranfcribed : I only think, that whoever is patentee

for printing ails of parliament may have a very fair

a6lion againft him for invafion of property : but

this is none of my bufinefs to inquire into.

After two and twenty pages fpent in reciting

a£ts of parliament, he defirei leave to repeat the h'lf-

iory and progrefi of the Union; upon which I have

fome few things to obferve.

This worky he tells us, was unfiucejsfully at-

tempted by fcveral of her mojefys predecejfors ; al-

thouiih



O F T H E W K r G S. 31

though I [«] do not remember it was ever thought

on by any except king James the firft, and the late

king IViUiam. I have read indeed, that fome fmall

overtures were made, by the former of thefe

princes, towards an Union between the two king-

doms, but rejecSted with indignation and contempt

by the EngUfi : and the hiftorian tells us, that,

how degenerate and corrupt foever the court and

parliament then were, they would not give ear to

fo infamous a propofal, I do not find, that any

of the fucceeding princes, before the Revolution,

ever refumed the defign ; becaufe it was a projedt

for which there could not poffibly be affigned the

leaft reafon or neceffity : for I defy any mortal to

name one fmgle advantage that England could ever

expedt from fuch an union.

But towards the end of the late king's reign,

upon apprehenfions of the want gf ilTue from him

or the princefs Anne, a propofition, for uniting

both kingdoms, was begun ; becaufe Scotland had

not fettled their crown upon the houfe of Hanovery

but left themfelves at large, in hopes to make their

advantage; and it was thought highly dangerous

to leave that part of the ifland, inhabited by a poor

fierce northern people, at liberty to put themfelves

under a different king. However, the oppofition

to this work was fo great, that it could not be

overcome until fome time after her prefent majefty

[«] The author's memory failed him a little in this affertion, as

one of his anfwerers obfervqd,

came
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came to the crown ; when, by the weaknefs or

corruption of a certain minifter, fince dead, an

a6l of parliament was obtained by the Scots, which

gave them leave to arm themfelves [o] ; and fo the

Union became neceflary, not for any adlual good

it could poflibly do us, but to avoid a probable

evil ; and at the fame time fave an obnoxious mi-

nifter's head ; who was fo wife as to take the firft

opportunity of procuring a general pardon by a£l

of parliament, becaufc he could not, with fo

much decency and fafety, dcfire a particular one

for himfelf. Thefe facts are well enough known

to the whole kingdom. And I remember, dif-

courfmg above fix years ago with the moft confi-

derable [/>] perfon of the adverfe party, and a

great promoter of the Union, he frankly owned to

me, that this neceflity, brought upon us by the

wrong management of the earl of Godolphiny was

the only caufe of the Union.

Therefore, I am ready to grant two points to the

author of The Crifis : firfi, that the Union became

neceflary for the caufe above related j becaufe it

prevented this ifland from being governed by two

kings, which England would never have fufi-ered ;

and it might probably have coft us a war of a year

or two to reduce the ScoU. Secondly^ that it would

be dangerous to break this Union, at leafl: at this

jundlure, while there is a pretender abroad, whd

[o] See the Examiner, N<'. XIX. vol. VIII. p. 6i.

[p] Lord Somas,

2 roight
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tnio-ht probably lay hold of fuch an opportunity.

And this made me wonder a little at the fpirit of

fadlion laft fummer among fome people, who, hav-

ing- been the great promoters of the Union, and

feveral of them the principal gainers by it [y],

could yet proceed fo far as to propofe in the houfe

of lords, that it (hould be diflblved ; v/hile at the

fame time thofe peers, who had ever oppofed it in

the beginning, were then for preferving it, upon

ths reafon I have juil affigned, and which the au-

thor of 'The Crifis hath likewife taken notice of.
'-

But when he tells us, the Englijhmen ought, in

pnerofity, to be ?norc particularly careful in preferving

this Union, he argues like himfelf. The late king-

dojn of Scotland (faith he) had as numerous a nobi-

Uty as England, ^c. They had indeed ; and to

that we owe one of the great and necefFary evils

of the Union, upon the foot it now ftands. Their

nobility is indeed fo numerous, that the whole re-

venues of their country would be hardly able to

maintain them according to the dignity of their

titles ; and, what is infinitely worfe, they are

never likely to be extin<a until the laft period of

all things j becaufe the greateft part of them def-

[q] The duke of Jrgyle, who zcaloudy promoted the Union, the

earl of Mar, Mr. Lockhart, and Mr. Cockburn, having been deputed

on purpofe, remonftrated to the queen agalnft the malt tax, which, they

faid, would probably prompt the Scots to declare the Union diffolved.

The earl of Flnlatcr foon after moved the houfe of lords for leave to

bring in a bill for difTolving the Union ; he was feconded by the earl

of Mar, and fupported by lord EgHnion, earl of H^y, the duke of

ArgyU, and others,

Vol. IX, n c?nd
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cend to heirs general. I imagine a perfon of qua-
lity prevailed on to marry a woman much his infe-

rior, and without a groat to her fortune, and her

friends arguing (he was as good as her hufband,

becaufe fhe brought him as numerous a family of

relations and fervants as fhe found in his houfc.

Scotland, in the taxes, is obliged to contribute one

penny for every forty pence laid upon England \

and the representatives they fend to parliament are

about a thirteenth. Every other Scotch peer hath

all the privileges of an EfigUJI) one, except that of

fitting in parliament, and even precedence before

all of the fame title that (hall be created for the

time to come. The pcnfions and employments,

pofTwIled by the natives of that country now among
us, do amount to more than the whole body of

their nobility ever fpent at home ^ and all the

money they raife upon the publick is hardly fufa-

cient to defray their civil and military lifts. I

could point out fome with great titles, who affect-

ed to appear very vigorous for diilblving the Union,
although their whole revenues, before that period,

would have ill maintained a li'elch juftice of the

peace; and have fince gathered more money than

ever any Scotchman^ who had not travelled, could

form an idea of.

I have only one thing more to fay upon occafion

of the Union-a£t ; which is, that the author of

TJ)e Crlfts may be be fairly proved, from his own
citations, to be guilty of high treason. In a

paper of his called The Englifoman^ of O^ober 29,

c there
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there is an advertifement about taking in fubfcrip-

tions for printing The Crlfn^ where the title is pub-

lifhed at length with the following claufe, which

the author thought fit to drop in the publication ;

\and that no power on earth can bar, alter, or make

void, the prefent fcttlement of the crown, ttc. By Rich'

erd Steele.] In his extract of an a£t of parliament

made fince the Union, it appears to be high ireafon

for any perfon, hy writing or printing, to maintain and

affirm, that the kings or queens of this realm, with

and by the authority of parliament, are not able to

make laws and ftatutes of fifficicyrt force and validity

to limit and bind the crown, and the defcent, limita-

tion, inheritance, and govermnent thereof. This a£t

6einf> fubfequent to the fettleinent of the crown

confirmed at the Union, it is probable fpme friend

of the author advifed him to leave out thofe trea-

fonable words in the printed tide-page, which he

had before publiftied in the advertifement ; and, ac-

cordingly, we find, that in the treatife icfelf he

only o^ers it to every goodfubjeSTs confideraiion, whe-

ther this article of the fcttlement of the crown is not as

firm as the Union itfelf, and as the fcttlement of epif-

copacy in England, etc. And he thinks the Scots

underjlood it fo, that the fucceffion to the crown was

never to be controverted.

Thefe I take to be only treafonable infinuations"*^

bu't the advertifement before mentioned is a£lually

high treafon; for which the author ought to be pro-

fecuted, if that would avail any thing under a ju-

rifdiaion, \N^here curfing the Queen is not above^^

the penalty of twenty marks.

D 2 Nothing
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Nothing is more notorious th:in that the zv/ji'gs

of late years, both in their writings and difcourfes,

have affcfled, upon all cccafions, to allow the legi-

tinnncy of the pretender'. This makes me a little

wonder to fee our author labouring to prove the

contrary, by producing all the popular chat of thofe

times, and other folid arguments from Fuller^s nar-

rative: but it muft be fuppofed, that this gentle-

man a<^s by the commands of his fuperiors, who have

thought fit, at this juncture, to ifluc out new orders,

for reafons beft known to thcmfelves. I wi{h they

had been more clear in their directions to him upon
that weighty point,whether the fettlementof the fuc-

ceflion in the houfc of Hanover be alterable or no. X

have obferved where, in his former piigcs, he gives

it in the negative ; but, in the turning of a leaf,

he hath wholly changed his mind. He tells ua, /».?

ivonders there can he found any Briton zveak enough to

contend agcAnJl a power in iheir own nation^ xvhich is

fra5lifed in a much greater degree in etherJlatcs: and

how hard it is ^ that hnizxnjhoidd be debarred theprivi-

lege of eJiabU/})ing its oivn fecurity by relinquijl/mg only

thofe branches ofthe royal Une^ which threaten it with de-

Jlrunion-f whiljl other nations neverfcruple^upon lefs occa-

fmis, to go much greater lengths ; ofwhich he produccth

inftances in France, Spain, Sicily, Sardinia; and then

adds, can Great P>ritain help to advance men to other

thrones, and have no power in limiting its oivn ? How
can a fenator, capable of doing honour to Sir Thomas
Hanmer, be guilty of fuch ridiculous inconfiften-

cies ; the author of The condu£l of the allies (fays

he) hath dared to drop infimiatiom about altering the

jmcejjiony
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iuccejfion. The author of The conduEi of the allies

writes fenfe and Englifli ; neither of which the au-

thor of The Crlfis underftands. The former thinks

it wrong in point of policy to call In a foreign power

to he guarantee of our fucceffiont becaufe it puts It out

^f the power of our own legifature to change our fuc-

cejjlon ivithout the confent of that prmce orJlate^ who

is guarantee^ whatever necefflty may happen In future

times. Now, if it be high trcafon to affirm by writing,

that the legiflature hath no fuch power ; and if Mr.

Steele thinks it ftrange, that Britain {hould be de-

barred this privilege, what could be the crime of

putting fuch a cafe, that in future ages a neceffity

might happen of limiting the fucceflion, as v/ell as

it hath happened already ?

When Mr. Steele refers upon the many folemn,

Jirong barriers (to our fucceffion) of laivs and oaths

^

&c. he thinks all fear vanljhed before them. I

think fo too, provided the epithet folemn goes for

nothing ; becaufe, although I have often heard of a

folemn day, a folemn feaft, and a folemn coxcomb,

vet I can conceive no idea to myfelf q^ z folemn bar-

rier. However, be that as it will, his thoughts^ it

feems, will not let him reft, but, before he is awai-e,

, he ajks himfelffeveral quefilons ; and, fince he cannot

refolve them, I will endeavour to give him what

fatisfadlion I am able. The firft is. What are the

marks of a lafllng fecurlty? To which I anfwer, that

the figns of it in a kingdom or ftate are, firft, good

laws ; and, fecondly, thofe laws well executed : we

?.re pretty well provided with the former, but ex-

D 3
tremely
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tremcly dcfcclive in the latter.— Secondly, U'hat

are our tempers and our hearts at home? It by ours

he means thofc of himfclf and his abettors, they are

nioft damnably wicked ; impatient for the death of

the Queen j ready to gratify their ambition and

revenge by all dcfperate methods; wholly alienate

from truth, law, religion, mercy, confcicncc, or

honour.—Thirdly, In what hands is power lodged

abroad? To anfwer the qucftion naturally, Louis

XIV. is king of France^ Philip V. (by the counfels

and acknowledgements of the whigs) is king of

Spain^ and fo on. If by power he means money;

the duke of Marlborough is thought to have more

ready money than all the kings of Chrijlendom to-

gether ; but, by the peculiar difpofition of Provi-

dence, it is locked up in a trunk, to which his am-

bition hath no key ; and that is our fecurity.

—

Fourthly, are our unnatural divifions our Jlrength ?

I think not ; but they are the fign of it ; for, be-

ing unnatural, they cannot laft; and this fliews, that

urAony the foundation of all ftrength, is more agree-

able to our nature.-—Fifthly, Is it nothing to us^

which of the princes <?/" Europe has the longejifword?

Not much, if we can tie up his hands, or put a

i\vong Jhield into thofe of his neighbours ; or, if our

fiuord be as Jharp as his is long ; or, if it be necef-

fary for him to turn his own yM/(7r^ into a plowJhare\

or, if fuch dijivord happeneth to be in the hands of

an infant, or llruggled for by two competitors.—

Sixthly, The powerful hand that deals out crowns and

kingdonn all around us, may it not^ in time^ reach a

king
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iing cut to us too ? If the poiuerful hand he means

be that of Fratice, it may reach out as many kings

as it pleafeth ; but we will not accept them. Whence

does this man get his Intelligence? I fhould thank,

even his brother Ridpatb might furnifh him with

better. What crowns or kingdoms hath France dealt

about ? Spain was given by the will of the former

king, in confequence of that infamous treaty of

par'tition, the advifer of which will, 1 hope, never

be forgot in England. Sicily was difpofed of by her

majefty of Great Britain ; fo, in efFea, was Sar-

dinia. France indeed once reached out a king to

Poland, but the people would not receive him.

This queftion of Mr. Steele's was therefore only put

in terrorem without any regard to truth.—Seventhly,

Are there no pretentions to our croiun that can never be

revived? There may, for ought I know, be about

a dozen ; and thofe in time may poffibly beget a

hundred ; but we muft do as well as we can. Cap-

tain Bejfus, when he had fifty challenges to anf-

wer, protefted he could not fight above three duels

a day. If the pretender Jhouldfail (fays the writer),

the French king has, in his quiver, a fuccejfton of them-,

the duchefs of Savoy, or her fans, or the dauphin her

grand/on. Let me fuppofe the chevalier de St. George

to be dead ; the duchefs of Savoy will then be a

pretender, and confequently muft leave her hulband,

becaufe his royal highnefs (for Mr. Steele has not

yet acknowledged him for a king) is in aUiancc

with her Briti/b majefty ; her fons, when they grow

pritenders, muft undergo the fame fate. But I am

D4 ^t



40 THE P U B r. I C SPIRIT
at a lots how to difpofe of the dauphin, if he hap-

pen to be king of France before the pretenderjlnp tq

Britain falls to his fhare ; for, I doubt, he will never

be perfuaded to remove out of his own kingdom,

only becaufe it is too near England.

But the duke of Savoy did, fome years a^o, put irf

his claim to the crown (t/" England, in right of his ivife;

and he is a prince of great capacity, in JlriH alliance

zuith France, and may therefore very well add to our

fears of a popijh fuccejor. Is it the fault of the pre-

fent, or of any miniftry, that this prince put in his

claim J mufi we give him opium to deftroy his ca^

pacity F or can we prevent his alliance with any

prince, who is in peace with her majefty ? Muft

we fend to rtab or poifon all the popiJJj princes, who
have any pretended title to our crown by the prox-

imity of blood ? What, in the name of God, can

thefe people drive at ? what is it they demand ?

Suppofe the prefent dauphin were now a man, and

king of France, and next popiji) heir to the crown

oi England; is he not excluded by the laws of the

land? But what regard will he have to our laws?

I anfwer; hath not the Queen as good a title to

the crown oi France? and how is fhe excluded,

but by their law againft the fucceffion of females,

which we are not bound to acknowledge ? And is ic

not in our power to exclude female fucccffors, as

well as in theirs ? If fuch a pretence fhali prove the

caufe of a war, what human power can prevent it ?

But our caufe muft necefl'arily be good and righte-

ous j for either the kings of England have been un-
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juftly kept out of the polTefnGn of France^ or the

dauph'm^ although neareft of kin, can have no legal

title to England. And he muft be an ill prince in-

iJeed, who will not have the hearts and hands of

ninety -nine in an hundred among his lubje(5ls a-

gainft fuch a popiJJj pretender,

I have been the longer in anfwering the feventh

queftion, becaufe it led me to confider all he had

afterwards to fay upon the fubjedl of the pretender,

—-Eighthly, and laftly, he alks himfelf. Whether po-

pery and arnhit'ion are hccoine tame and quiet neighbours?

In this I can give him no fatisfaclion, becaufe I ne-

ver was in that ftreet where they live ; nor do I
'

converfe with any of their friends ; only 1 find they

are perfons of a very evil reputation. But I am

told for certain, that ambition hath removed her lodg-

ing, and lives the very next door to fa£fion, where

they keep fuch a racket, that the whole parifh is

difturbed, and every night in an uproar.

Thus much in anfwer to thofe eight uneafy qucf-

iions put by the author to himfelf, in order to fatisfy

every Briton, and give him an occafion oi taki?ig an

impartial z'ieiu of the affairs 0/"Europe in general, as

well as of Great Britain in particular.

After enumerating the great anions of the con^

federate armies under the command of prince Eu-

gene and the duke of Marlborough, Mr. Steele ob-

ferves, in the bitterncfs of his foul, that the Bri-

ti(h general, however unaccountable it may be to pof-

Urity, was not permitted to enjoy the fruits of his glo-

rious labour. Ten yt?i.xs fruits, it feem?, were not

fufiicient;
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fufikiciit •, and yet tlicy w<.x^: ihc fruitfullej} czm^

paians ihuc ever any gciicral ciopt. However, I

cumot but hope, that pofteiity will not be left in

the dark, but lome care taken both of her inajefty's

glory, and the re|>uta;ion of tlioie flic employs. An

impaitial hiilorian may tell the world (and the

next aire wiiU eanly believe what it continues to

feel) tuat the avarice and ambition of a few fac-

tious in'olent fubjeJts had alinoft dellroyed their

country by continuing, a ruinous war in conjunction

with ailicb', for whofe lakes piincipally we fought,

who reiuled to bear their juft proportion of the

charge, and were connived at in their refufal, for

private ends : that thefe f>;£lious people treated

the btft and kiadcil of fovereigns with info-

lence, cruelty, and ingratitude (of which he will be

•able to produce feveral inftances) ; that they en-

couraged perfons and principles alien from our re-

li-^ion and <iOvernment, in order to ftrengthen their

faction: he will tell the realons, why the ^^n.rrt/

'AwAfirJl mimjler were feduccd to be heads of this

faction, contrary to the opinions they had always

profefl'ed. Such an hiftorian will (hew many rea-

lons, which made it neceflary to remove \\\^ general

and his friends, who, knowing the bent of the na-

tion was aguinll them, expeiSted to lofe their power

when iiie war was at an end. Particuh'.rly, the hif-

torian will difcover the whole intrigue ot the duke

vi Mu) liorouglj' i endeavouring to procure a commil-

fion to be gcntrulfur life * j wherein jullice will be

f.-J Sec Exanilucr, number x.ix^ aud <Jic fublctjuent papers.

done
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done to a perfon at that time of high ftation in the

law, who (I mention it to his honour) udvifca the

duke, when he was confulted upon it, not to accept

of fuch a commijjhn. By thefe and many other in-

ftances, which time will bring to light, it may per-

haps appear not very unaccountable to poftericy, why

this o-reat man was difmitred at lait j .but rather

why he was difmilled no fooner.

But this is &ntering into a wide field. I fliall

therefore leave po/ierlty to the information of better

hiftorians than the author of The Crijts, or niyfeif

;

and go on to inform the preient age in fome fads,

which this great orator and politician thinks fit to

mifreprefent with the utmoft degree either of natu-

ral or wilful ignorance. He aiTerts, that in the

duke of Ormond's campaign, after a Jujpenfion of arms

bettveen Great Britain and France proclaimed at the

head of the artnies, the britifh troops, in the midfi of

the enemy's garrifons, withdrew themfelveifrom their

confederates. The fa£l is diredly otherwife j for the

britijh troops were moft infamoufly deferted by the

confederates, after all that could be urged by the

duke olOrmond and the earl of Stafford to prefs the

confederate generals not to forfake them. The

duke was direded to avoid engaging in any adlion,

until he had further orders, becaufe an account of

the king of Spain s renunciation was every day ex-

pecled. This the hnperialifis and Dutch knew well

enough ; and therefore propofed to the duke, in that

very jun£ture, to engage the French^ for no other

reafon but to render defperate all the Queen's mea-

fares
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lures towards a peace. Was not the certain pof-

ft'flion of Dunkirk of equal advantage to the uncer-

tainty of a battle ? A whole campaign under the

duke of Marlborough^ with fuch an acquilition, aU

though at the coft of many thoufand lives, and fe-

veral millions of money, would have been thought

very glorioufly ended.

Neither, after all, was it a new thing, either in

the Brltijh general or the Dutch deputies, to refufc

iighting, when they did not approve it. When the

duke of Marlborough was going to inveft Bou^

thain^ the deputies of they?flfa preiled him in vain

to engage the enemy; and one of them was fo

far difcontented upon his grace's refufal, that he

prefcntly became a partizan of the peace ; yet I do

not remember any clamour then railed here againft

the duke upon that account. Again : When the

French invaded Dovuay^ afcer the confederates had

deferted tlie duke o^ Ormond, prince Eugene was vio-

lently bent upon a battle, and faid they fhould ne-

ver have another fo good an opportunity ; but mon-

sieur , a private deputy, rofc up, and oppofed

it fo far, that the prince was forced to defift. Was
it then more criminal in the duke of Ormond to re-

fufe fighting by exprefs command of the Qjjeen,

and in order to get pofielTion of Dunkirky than for

the duke of Marlborough to give the fame refufal,

without any fuch orders, or any fuch advantage ?

or fliall a Dutch deputy affumc more power thaa

the
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khe Queen of Great Britain's general, atfling by

the immediate commands of his fovereign ?

The emperor and the empire (fays Mr. Steck hj

way of admiration) continue the luar I Is his imperial

majefty able to continue it or no ? if he be, then

Great Britain hath been ftrangely ufed for ten years

paft: then how came it to pafs, that of above thirty

thoufand men in his fervlce in Italy^ at the time of

the battle of Turin^ there were not above four thou-

fand paid by himfelf ? if he be not able to continue

it, why does he go on? The reafons are clear j

becaufe the war only afFcifls the princes of the em-

pire (whom he is willing enough to expofe) bat

not his own dominions, Befides, the imperial mi-

nifters are in daily expeilation of the Qujjei^'s

death, which, they hope, will give a nev/ turn to

affairs, and rekindle the war in Europe upon the old

foot; and we know how the minifters of that court

publicly affign it for a reafon of their obftinacs,

againft peace, that they hope for a fudden revel j-

tion in England, In the mean time, this appearanc'^

c^ th^ emperor's being forfaken by his ally vviii :erve

to increafe the clamour, both here and in Holland,

againft her majefty and thofe fhe employs.

Mr. Steele fays, there can be no crime in affirming

{if it be truth) that the houfe of Bourbon is at this

junSiure become more formidable^ and bidsfairerfor an

univerfal monarchy ^ and to engrofs the uihole trade of

Europe, than it did before the luar.

No crime in affirming it^ if it be truth. I will

for once allow his propofition. But if it be falfe,

then
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then I amrm, that whoever aclvanceth fo feditious z

fallhood defervcs to be hanged. Doth he mean by

the houfe of Bour'ion^ the two kings of France and

Spain ^ If To, I rcjsdl his meaning, which would

infmuate, that the interefts and defigns of both

thofe princes will be the fame ; whereas they are

more oppofite than thofe of any two other mon-
archs in Chr'tflendom. This is the old foolifli flan-

der fo frequently flung upon the peace, and as fre-

quently refuted. Thefe factious undertakers of the

prefa write with great advantage; they ftrenuoiiny

affirm a thoufand fal(hoods without fear, wit, con-

ciencc, or knowledge; and, we, who anfvvcr them,

muft be at the cxpcnce of an argument for each
;

after which, in the very next pamphlet, we fee the

fame aficrtions produced again, without the Icaft

notice of what hath been faid to difprove them.

By the houfe of Bourbon doth he mean only the

French king for the time being ? If fo, and his af-'

fertion be true, then that prince muft either deal

with the devil, or elfe the money and blood fpent

in our ten years victories againft him might as well

havecontinued.in the purfes and veins of her majefty's

fubjecls.

But the particular afiertions of this author arc ea-

fier detected than his general ones ; I (hall there-

fore proceed upon examining the former. For in-

ftance ; I defirc him to afic the Dutch, who can beft

inform him, luhy they di'livered up Traerbach to the

Imperialifls ? ior, as to the Queen, her majefty

was never once confulted with It ; whatever his

preceptors,
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preceptors, the politicians of Button s coffec-hoofe,

may have informed him to the contrary.

Mr. Steele affirms, thit the French have heg?in

the demolition o/" Dunkirk co?itemptuo-iJJy and arbitarHy

their oivn way. The governor of the town,, qncj

thofe gentlemen entrufted with the infpeclicn of this

work, do afftire me, that the fact is altogether other-

wife ; that the method prefcribed by thofe whom her

majefty employs, Kath been exactly followed, and

that the works are already demolifhed. I will ven-

ture to tell him farther, that the demolition was fo

lon^ deferred in order to remove thofe difHculties,

which the barrier treaty hath put us under; and

thc-event hath fhewn, that it was prudent to pro-

ceed no fafter,. until thofe dilHculties' were got over.

The mole and harbour could not be deftroyed, until

the (hips were got out; which, by reafoa of f©nie

profound fecrets of ftate, did not happen until the

other day. Who gave him thofe jujl fufpicions, that

the mole and harbour will never be dejiroyedf. what

is it he would now infmuate ? that the miiiifcry is

bribed to leave the moft important part of the work

undone; or that the pretender is to invade us from

thence; or that the Queen hath entered into a con-

fpiracy with her fervants to prevent the good efFcd^s

of the peace for no other end, but to lofe the af-

fections of her people, and endanger herfelf ?

Inftead of any further information, which I

could eafily give, but which no honeft man can

want, 1 venture to affirm, that the mole and har-

bour of Dunkirk will, in a (hort tim^e, be mofi: ef-

fe6lua?lv
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fcflualljr deftroycd ; and at the fame time I ventufC

to prophcfy, that neither Mr. Steele, nor his fadlion,

will ever confefs they believe it.

After all, it is a little hard, that the QueeN
cannot be allowed to dcmolifh this town in what-

ever manner flic pleafes to fancy. Mr. Steele muft

have it done in his own way, and is angry the

French have pretended to do in theirs; and yet he

wrongs them in the bargain. For my own parr, I

do ferioufly think the moft Chrifilan king to be a

much better friend of her majefty's than Mr. Steele^

or any of his fadlion. Befides, it is to be confidered,

that he is a monarch and a relation; and therefore,

if I were a privy counfellor, and my advice to be

afl^ed, which of thofe two [^] GENTLEMEN
BORN ftiould have the diredion in the demolition

oi Dunkirk, I would give it for the former ; becaufe

I look upon Mr. Steele, in quality of member of his

party, to be much more (kilful in demoUjhing at horns

than abroad.

There is a profpc£l of much danger to the balance

of Europe^ and to the trade of Britain, from the

emperor over-xunning Italy, than from /Vaw^v over-

running the empire ; that his imperial majefty

entertains fuch thoughts, is vifible to the world

:

and although little can be faid to juftify many ac-

tions of the French king, yet the worft of them have

never equalled the emperor's arbitrary keeping the

poflcflion of Milan directly contrary to his oath and

the exprefs words of the golden lull, whicii oblige

[i] Mr. Stick often rtylfs himfeJf (o,

him
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him to deliver up every /<?/that falls, or elfe they

muft all, in the courfe of time, lapfe into his own

hands.

I was at a lofs, who it was that Mr. Steele hint-

ed at feme time ago by the povjerful hancl^ that deals

out crowns and kingdoms all around us : I now plain-

ly find he means no other hand but his own. He

hath dealt out the crown of Spain to France ; to

France he hath given leave to invade the smpire

next fpring with two hundred thoufand men ; and

now at laft he deals to France the imperial dignity ;

and fo farewel liberty ; Europe will be French.

But in order to bring all this about, the capital of

Auftria, the refidence of his imperial majejly, muft

continue to be vifited by the plague^ of which the

emperor muft die, and fo the thing is done.

Why fhould not I venture to deal out onefceptre

in my turn, as well as Mr. Steele? I therefore deal

out the empire to the ele^or of Saxony.^ upon failure

of iffue to this ejnperor at his death ;
provided the

whigs will prevail on the fon to turn papiji to get

an empire^ as they did upon the father to get a

kingdom. Or if this prince be not approved of, I

deal it out in his ftead to the ele5lor of Bavaria

:

and in one or the other of thefe I dare engage to

have all Chrifendom to fecond me, whatever the

fpleen, in the fhape of politicks, may didate to the

author of The Crifis.

The defign of Mr. Steele, in reprefenting the cir-

cum/lances of the affairs of Europe, is to fignify to

the world, that all Europe is put in the high road

Vol. IX, E to
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to flavery, by the corruption of her majefty's pre-

fcnt miniftcrs; and fo he goes on to Portugal \

which having, during the tuar, Jupplied us with gold

in exchange for our woollen nianufailure, hath only

at prefcnt a fufpenfion of ar?>ts for its protediiony to

laji no longer than till the Catalonians are reduced
'f

and then the old pretenfions of Spain to Portugal ivilt

be revived : and Portugal, when once enflaved by

Spain, falls naturally with the red of Europe into

the gulph of France. In the mean time, let us fee

what relief a little truth can give this unhappy

kingdom. That Portugal hath yet no more than

a fufpenfion of arms, they may thank thcmfelves,

bccaufe they came fo late into the treaty; and thiit

they came io late, they may thank the zuhigs,

whofe falfe reprefentations they were fo weak as to

believe. However, the Queen hath voluntarily

given them a guarantee to defend them aLrainft

Spain, until the peace {hall be made j and fuch

terms after the peace are (lipulated for them, as the

Portuguefe themfelves are contented with.

Having mentioned the Catalonians, he puts the

queltion. If 'ho can name the Catalonians ivithont a

tear? That can I; for he hath told fo many me-

lancholy ftories, without one fyllable of truth, that

he hath blunted the edge of my fears, and I (hall

not be ftartled at the worft he can fay. What he

affirms concerning the Catalonians is included in

the following particulars ; firfl:, that they were

draivn into the war by the encouragement of the mari-

time powers i by which are underftood England and

(, Holland:
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Holland: but he is too good a friend of the Dutch

to give them any part of the blame. Secondly,

that they are now abandoned and expofed to the refent-

ment of an enraged prince. Thirdly, that they al-

ways oppofed the perfon and interejl of that prince^

who is their prefent king. Laflly, that the doom is

dreadful of thofe^ who fiall, in the fight of God^ be

ejleemed their defiroyers. And if we interpret the

infinuation he makes, according to his own mind,

the deftrmStion of thofe people m.uft be imputed to

the prefent miniftry.

I am fometimes, in charity, difpofed to hope,

that this writer is not always fenfible of the fla-

grant falflioods he utters, but is either biafled by an

inclination to believe the worft, or a want of judg-

ment to chufe his informers. That the Cataloni-

ans were drawn into the war by the encourage?nent of
her majejiy^ fhould not, in decency, have been af-

firmed until about fifty years hence ; when it might

be fuppofed there would be no living witnefs left

to difprove it. It was only upon the afliirances of

a revolt given by the prince of Hcffe and others,

and their invitation, that the Queen was prevailed

with to fend her forces upon that expedition.

When Barcelona was taken by a moft unexpedled

accident of a bomb lighting on the magazine, then

indeed the Catalonians revolted, having before fub-

mitted and fworn allegiance to Philip, as much as

any other province in Spain. Upon the peace be-

tween that crown and Britain, the Queen, in

order to eafe the emperor, and fave his troops, fti-

E 2 pulated
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pulated with king Philip for a neutrality in Italy^

and that his imperial majefty fhould have liberty to

evacuate Catalonia ; upon condition of abfolute in-

demnity to the Catalans, with an entire reftitution

to their honours, dignities, and eftates. As this

neutrality was never obferved by the emperor, fo he

never cffedually evacuated Catalonia ; for although

he Tent away the main body, he left behind many
officers and private men, who now fpirit up and

affift thofc obitinate people to continue in their re-

bellion. It is true indeed that king Philip did not
abfolutely rcjhre the Catalans to all their old privi-

leges, of which they never made other ufe than as

an encouragement to rebel ; but admitted them to

the fame privileges with the fubjeds of Cajlile,

particularly to the liberty of trading, and having

employments in the IVeJl-Indies, which they never

enjoyed before. Befides, the Queen referved to

herlelf the power of procuring further immunities
for them, wherein the moft chrijlian king was
obliged to fecond her j for his catholic majefty in-

tended no more than to retrench thofe privileges,

under the pretext of which they now rebel, as they
had formerly done in favour of France. Hoiu
dreadful then miifi be the doom of thofe, who hindered
thefe people from fubmitting to the gentle terms
offered them by their prince ! and who, although
they be confcious of their own inability to furnifli

one fingle (hip for the fupport of the Catalans, are,

at this inftant, fpurring them on to their ruin by
promifes of aid and protection !

Thus-
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Thus much in anfwer to Mr. Steele's account

of the affairs of Europe ; from which he deduceth

the univerfal monarchy of France^ and the danger

of I know not how mzwy popiJJ) fucccjjors to Britain.

His political reflsdions are as good as his fa£ts.

JVe mujl obferve, fays he, that the perfon who feems

to be the mojifavoured by the French king in the late

treaties, is the duke of Savoy. Extremely right;

for whatever that prince got by the peace, he owes

entirely to her majefty, as a juft reward for his

having been fo firm and ufeful an ally ; neither was

France brought with more difficulty to yield any

one point than that of allowing the duke fuch a

barrier as the Queen infifted on.

He is become the moJi powerful prince in Italy. I

had rather fee him fo than the emperor. He is fup-

pofed to have entered into a fecret and ftri£l alliance

vuith the houfe of Bourbon. This is one of thofe

fails wherein I am moft inclined to believe the au-

thor, becaufe it is what he muft needs be utterly

ignorant of, and therefore may pofTibly be true.

I thought indeed we fhould be fafe from all po-

pifh fucceffors as far as Italy, becaufe of the prodi-

gious clutter about fending the pretender thither.

But they will never agree where to fix their longi-

tude. The duke of Savoy is the more dangerous

for removing to Sicily : he adds to our fears for be-

ing too near. So whether France conquer Germany,

or be in peace and good underfianding with it, either

event will put us and Holland at the mercy of France,

E 3 which
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which hath a quiver full of pretenders at its back,

whenever the chevalier (hall die.

This was juft the logick of poor prince Butler

^

a fplenetick mad-man, whom every body may re-

member about the town. Prince Pmnphilio in Italy

employed emifHiries to torment prince Butler here.

But what if prince Pamphilio die ? Why then he

had left in his will, that his heirs and executors

torment prince Butler for ever.

I cannot think it a misfortune what Mr. Steele

affirms, that treafonable books lately difperfed among'

uSy Jlriking apparently at the Wznov qt fuccejjion, have

pajjed almojl ^vithout obfervation from the generality of

the people y becaufe it feems a certain fign, that the

generality of the people are well difpofcd to that illuft-

rious family : but I look upon it as a great evil,

to fee feditious books difperfed among us, apparently

Jiriking at the QUEEN and her adminift;ration,

at the conftitution in church and ftate, and at all

religion
; yet pafftng zuithout obfervation frorn the ge-

nerality of t\\o{c. in power : but whether this remifs-

nefs may be imputed to White-hall, or IVe/bninJler-

hally is other men's bufmefs to enquire. Mr. Steele

knows, in his confciencc, that the ^leries con-

cerning the pretender iflued from one of his own
party. And as for the poor nonjuring-clergyman,

who was truftcd with committing to the prefs a

late book on the fubjcB. of hereditary right, by a

rtrain of the fnmfnu?n jus, he is novi', as I am told,

with half a fcore children, ftarving and rotting

among thieves and pick-pockets in the common
room
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room of a {linking gaol [/]. I have never feen ei-

ther the book or the publiflier ; however, I v^'ould

fain afk onefmgle per/on [zi] in the world a queft-

ion
J
why he haih fo often drank the abdicated

king's health upon his knees ? But the tranfition

is natural and frequent, and I (hall not trouble him

for an anfwer.

It is the hardeft cafe in the world,- that Mr.

Steele Ihould take up the artificial reports of his

own fadlion, and then put them off upon the world

as additionalfears cf a popijh fuccejfor. I can allure

him, that no good fubjecl of the Queen is under

the leaft concern, whether the pretender be con-

verted or no, further than their wifhes that all men
would embrace the true religion. But, reporting

backwards and forwards upon this point helps to

keep up the noife, and is a topick for Mr. Steele

to enlarge himfelf upon, by fliewing how little we
can depend on fuch converfions, by colledling a

lift of popiJJj cruelties, and repeating, after himfelf

and the bifliop of Sarum, the difmal effecSls likely

to follow upon the return of that fuperftition

among us.

But as this writer is reported by thofe who
know him to be what the French call journalier,

bis fears and courage operating according to the

weather in our uncertain climate ; I am apt to believe

the two laft pages of his CriJIs v/ere written on a

[t] Upon his convidion, he was committed to the Marfjalfai 5 and
at Jiis fentence, to the Slueens-Bencb for three years.

[«] Parker, aftePAards lord chancellor.

K 4 fun-
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funjhine day. This I gucfs from the general tenor

of" them, and particularly from an unwary aflertion,

which, if he believes as firmly as I do, will at

once overthrow all his foreign and domeftic fears

of a pop'ijh fuccejfor. As divided a people as we are,

ihofe %vho Jiand for the houfe of Hanover are I N-

FINITELY fuperior in number^ wealthy courage

y

and all arts military and civile to thofe in the contrary

interejl ; befides which, we have the laivs, Ifay, the

laws on our fide. The laws, Ifay, the laivs. This

elegant repetition is, I think, a little out of place ;

for the ftrefs might better have b^en laid upon fo

great a majority of the nation ; without which, I

doubt, the laws would be of little weight, al-

though they be very good additional fecurities.

And if what he here aflerts be true, as it certainly

is, although he aflert it (for I allow even the ma-

jority of his own party to be againll the pretender),

there can be no danger of a popifj fuccefTor, ex-

cept from the unreafonable jcaloufies of the l^efl

among that party, and from the malice, the ava-

rice, or ambition of the worfl ; without which,

Britain would be able to defend her fucceflion

againft all her enemies, both at home and abroad.

Mod of the dangers from abroad, which he enu-

merates as the confequences of this very bad peace

made by the Queen, and approved by parliament,

muft have fubfifted under any peace at all ; unlcfs,

among other projecSls equally feafible, we could

have ftipulated to cut the throats of every popijh re-

lation to the royal family.

Well,



OFTHE WHIGS. 57

Well, by this author's own confeff-on, a number

infinitely fuperior, and the beft circumftantiated

imaginable, are for the fuccejjlon in the houfe of

Hanover. This y«i:c^_/^<?;2 is eftabliihed, confii'med,

and fecured by feveral laws j her majcfty's repeated

declarations, and the oaths of all her fubjecis, en-

gage both her and them to preferve what thofe

laws have fettled. This is a fecurity indeed, a

fecurity adequate at leaft to the importance of the

thing ; and yet, according to the whig-fcheme, as

delivered to us by Mr. Steele and his coadjutors, is

altogether infufficient; and the fucceffion will be

defeated, the pretender brought in, and popery eftab-

liihed among us, without the further affiftance of

this writer and his fadlion.

And what fecurities have our adverfaries fubfti-

tuted in the place of thefe ? A club of politicians,

where Jenny Man prefides ; A Crifis wriften by

Mr. Steele -y a confederacy of knavifli ftock-jobbers

to ruin credit; a report of the Queen's death;

an effigies of the pretender run twice through the

body by a valiant peer ; a fpeech by the author of

The Crifis ', and, to fum up all, an unlimited free-

dom of reviling her majefty and thofe {lie employs.

I have now finiftied the moft difguftful tafk that

ever I undertook. I could, with more eafe, have

written three dull pamphlets, than remarked upon

the falfhoods and abfurdities of one. But I was

quite confounded laft Wednefday^ when the printer

came with another pamphlet in his hand, written

by the fame author, and entitled, The EngHJhman^

being



58 THE PUBLIC SPIRIT
being the cloje of the paper fo called, &c. He defired

I would read it over, and confider it in a paper by

itfelf i which laft I abfolutely refufed. Upon pe-

rufal, I found it chiefly an inveflive againft Tobyy

the miniftry, the Examiner^ the clergy, the QuEE^f,

and the Poji-boy; yet^at the lame time, with great

juftice, exclaiming againft thofe, who prefumed

to ofrer the leaft word againft the heads of that

faiStion whom her majcfty difcarded. The author

likewiie propofes an equal divifion offavour and em-

ployments between the rvhigs and tories ; for if the

former can have no part or portion [w] in David,

ihey defire no longer to be his Jubjedls. He infifts,

that her majefty hath , exaSlly followed Monfieur

Tughe's yncmorial [;f] againji dcmolijhing of Dun-

kirk. He reflects, with great fatisfa^ion, on the

good already done to his country by The Criiis. Non

nobis^ Dojnine^ non yiobis^ Sec. He gives us hopes

that he will leave off writing, and confult his own

quiet and happinefs j and concludes with a letter to

a friend at court. I fuppofe, by the flyle of old

friend^ and the like, it muft be fome body there of

his own level ; among whom his party have in-

deed more friends than I could wifh. In this letter

he ailerts, that the prefent minifters were not edu-

fw] Wliat portion have \vc in Da-v'id? i Kings, xii. 16.

[.v] " Tti'rhc was deputed by the magiftrates of Dunkirk, to inter-

" cede with the Qneen, that fhe would recall part of her fentence

" concerning Dunkirk, by caufing her thunderbolts to fall only on
" the martial works, and to fpare the moles and dykes, which, in

" iheir naked condition; could be no more than objeds of pity."

cated
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cated in the church of England^ but are new con-

verts from prefiytery. Upon which I can only re-

fleft, how blind the malice of that man muft be,

who invents a groundlefs lie in order to defame his

fuperiors, which would be no difgrace if it had

been a truth. And he concludes with making

three demands, for the fatisfaSiion of h'lmfelf and

other malecontents. Fir ft, the de?noUtion of the har-

bour of Dunkirk. Secondly, that Great-Britain

and France would heartily join againji the exorbitant

power of the duke of Lorrain, and force the preten-

der yr(?7;z his afylum at Bar-le-Duc. Laftly, that

his ele6loral highnefs of Hanover woidd be fo grate^

ful to fignify to all the ivorld the perfect good under

-

Jlanding he hath with the court of England, in as

plain terms as her majejly was pleafcd to declare foe

had with that houfe on her part.

As to the firft of thefe demands, I will venture

to undertake it fnail be granted ; but then Mr.

SteeUy and his brother malecontents^ muft promife to

believe the thing is done, after thofe employed have

made their report ; or elfe bring vouchers to dif-

prove it. Upon the fecond ; I cannot tell wheiher

her majefty will engage in a war againft the duke

of Lorrain^ to force him to remove the pretender

;

but, I believe, if the parliament fliould think it

neceflluy to addrefs upon fuch an occafion, the

Queen will move that prince to fend him avv'ay.

His laft demand, offered under the tide of a wif),

is of fo infolent and feditious a ftrain, that I care

not to touch it. Here he diredly chargeth her

majefty
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majefty with delivering a falfhood to her parliament

from the throne ; and declares he will not believe

her, until the elector of Hanover himfelf {hall

vouch for the truth of what he hath fo folemnly

affirmed.

I agree with this writer, that it is an idle thing

in his antagonifts to trouble themfclves upon the

articles of his birth f education^ ox fortune ; for who-

ever writes at this rate of his fovercign, to whom
he owes fo many perfonal obligations, I fliould

never enquire whether he be aGENTLEMAN
BORN, but whether he be a HUMAN CREA-
TURE.

THE



THE
CONDUCT

O F T H E

A L L IE S,

And of the

LATE MINISTRY,

In beginning and carrying on the prefene

War.

Written in the Year 1712.

Partem tibl Gallia nojlri

Er'ipiiit : Partem duris Hifpania bellis :

Pars jacet Hefperia ; totoque exercitus orbe^

Te vincente, perit,
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To this Tra£t and the Examiners, which make

Vol. V. of the Irijh Edition, there is a preface

in the name of the pubUfher, which lord Orrery

afcribes to Siuift, for no other apparent reafon,

than to accufe iiim of praifing himfelf j but, be-

fides, the incorredlnefs of the ftyle, which his

lordllaip fuppofes to be affected, there is an afTer-

tion that thcfc papers produced the change in the

queen's niiniUiy, which even in his lordfhip's

opinion they were written to defend, and to

which they appear, by their date, as well as

tenor, to be fiibfcqiient ; an abfurdity of which

Swift, even in the characStcr of a publiflier, can-

not be fuppofed to have been guilty.

PRE-



PREFACE.
I

Cannot fufHciently admire the induftry of a fort

of men, wholly out of favour with the prince

and people, and openly profcfling a feparate inter-

eft from the bulk of the landed men, who yet are

able to raife, at this juncture, fo great a clamour

againft a peace, without offering one fingle reafon,

but what we find in their ballads. 1 lay it down

for a maxim, that no reafonabie man, whether

ivhig or tory^ (fince it is neceffary to ufe thcfe fool-

iOi terms) can be of opinion for continuing the

war upon the foot it now is, unlefs he be a gainer

by it, or hopes it may cccafion fonie new turn of

affairs at home to the advantage of his party ; or,

laftly, unlefs he be very ignorant of the kingdom's

condition, and by what means we have been re-

duced to it. Upon the two firft cafes, where in-

tercft is concerned, I have nothing to fay : but as

to the laft, I think it highly neccflary that the

publick Ihould be freely and impartially told what

circumftances they are in, after what manner they

have been treated by thofe, whom they trufted fo

many ye^rs with the difpofal of their blood and

treafure, and what the confequences of this ma-

nagement are like to be upon themlelves and their

poUerity.

Thofe who, either by writing or difcourfe, have

undertaken to defend the proceedinixs of the late

jniniltry in the management of the war, and of the

treaty

\
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treaty of Gertruydenburgh^ have fpent time in cele-

brating the conthi^l and valour of our leaders and

their troops, in funiming up the vidlories they have

gained, anJ the towns they have taken. Then

they tell us, what high articles were infifted on by

our miniftcrs aud thofe of the confederates, and

what pains both were at in perfuading France to

accept them. But nothing of this can give the

leaft futisfacSlion to the jufl complaints of the king-

dom. As to the war our grievances arc, that a

greater load has been laid on us than was either

juft or neceflary, or than we have been able ^to

bear ; that the groffeft impofitions have been fub-

mitted to, for the advancement of private wealth

and power, or in order to forward the more dan-

oerous defigns of zfa^ion, to both which a peace

would have put an end ; and that the part of the

war which was chiefly our province, which would

have been moft beneficial to us, and deftrudive to

the enemy, was wholly negle6led. As to a peace,

we complain of being deluded by a mock-trcaty\

in which thofe who negotiated took care -to make

fuch demands as they knew were impoffible to be

complied with ; and therefore might fecurely prefs

every article as if they were in earneft.

Thefe arc fome of the points I defign to treat of

in the following difcourfe ; with feveral others,

which I thought it neceflary at this time for the

kingdom to be informed of. I think I am not

miflakcn in thofe facts I mention ; at Icaft not in

any

4
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any circumftance fo material as to weaken the con-

fequences I draw from them.

After ten years war with perpetual fuccefs, to

tell us it is yet impoffible to have a good peace, is

very furprizing, and feems fo different from what

hath ever happened in the world before, that a

man of any party may be allowed fufpedling, that

we have been either ill-ufed, or have not made the

moft of our victories, and might therefore defire to

know where the difficulty lay. Then it is natural

to enquire into our prefent condition ; how long

we (hall be able to go on at this rate ; what the

confequences may be upon the prefent and future

ages ; and whether a peace without that impradi-

cable point, which fome people do fo much infift

on, be really ruinous in itfelf, or equally fo with

the continuance of the war.

Vol. IX. F THE
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ALLIES, &'c.[y].

TH E motives that may engage a wife prince,

or ftate in war, I take to be one or more of

thefe : either to check the overgrown power of

fomc ambitious neighbour ; to recover what hath

been unjuftly taken from them ; to revenge fome

injury they have received (which all political ca-

fuifts allow)
J to affift fome ally in a juft quarrel ;

or laftly, to defend themfelves when they are in-

vaded. In all thefe cafes the writers upon politicks

admit a war to be juftly undertaken. The laft is

what hath been ufually called pro oris et focis ;

where no expence or endeavour can be too great,

becaufe all we have is at ftake, and confequently

our utmoft force to be exerted ; and the difpute is

foon determined, either in fafety or utter deftruc-

tion. But in the other four, I believe, it will be

found, that no monarch or commonwealth did

[y ] This was written preparatory to the peace which the mimfters

were then concerting, and which was afterwards perfcfted at Utrecht.

Orrery,
This tradl, and Remarks on the Barrier treaty, contain the principal

fafts which the author of John Bull has thrown into allegory ; and

greatly illuftrate that piece, of which, indeed it is polTiblc they were

the ground -work,

ever

/
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ever engage beyond a certain degree ; never pro-

ceeded fo far as to exhauft the ftrength and fub-

flance of their country by anticipations and loans,

which in a few years muft put them in a worfe

condition, than any they could reafonably appre-

hend from thofe evils, for the preventing of vi^hich

they firft entered into the war ; becaufe this would

be to run into real infallible ruin, only in hopes to

remove what might perhaps but appear fo by a pro-

bable fpeculation.

And as a war fliould be undertaken upon a juft

and prudent motive, fo it is flill more obvious,

that a prince ought maturely to confider the con-

dition he is in, when he enters on it; whether his

coffers be full, his revenues clear of debts, his

people numerous and rich by a long peace and free

trade, not over-prefled with many burthenfome

taxes; no violent fadion ready to difpute his juft

prerogative, and thereby weaken his authority at

home, and leflen his reputation abroad. For, if

the contrary of all this happen to be his cafe, he

will hardly be perfuaded to difturb the world's

quiet and his own, while there is any other way

left of preferving the latter with honour and fafety.

Suppofmg the war to have commenced upon a

juft motive ; the next thing to be confidered is,

when a prince ought, in prudence, to receive the

overtures of a peace ; which I take to be, either

when the enemy is ready to yield the point origi-

nally contended for ; or when that point is found

impoffible to be ever obtained ; or when contend-

F 2 ing
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ing any longer, although with probability of gain-

ing that point at laft, would put fuch a prince and

his people in a worfc condition than the prefent

lofs of it. All which confiderations arc of much
greater force, where a war is managed by an alli-

ance of many confederates, which, in the variety

of intcrcfts, among the fcveral parties, is liable to

fo many unforefeen accidents.

In a confederate war it ought to be confidered,

which party has the deepeft {hare in the quarrel

;

for although each may have their particular rea-

fons, yet one or two among them will probably be

more concerned than the reft, and therefore ought

to bear the grcateft part of the burthen in propor-

tion to their ftrength. For example : two princes

may be competitors for a kingdom, and it will be

your intereft to take the part of him, who will pro-

bably allow you good conditions of trade, rather

than of the other, who poffibly may not. How-
ever, that prince whofe caufe you efpoufe, al-

though never fo vigoroudy, is the principal in that

war, and you, properly fpcaking, are but a fecond.

Or a commonwealth may lie in danger to be over-

run by a powerful neighbour, which, in time,

may produce very bad confequences upon your

trade and liberty : it is therefore neceffary, as well

as prudent, to lend them afliftance, and help them

to win a ftrong fecure frontier; but, as they muft

in courfe be the firft and greateft fufFerers, fo in

juftice they ought to bear the grcateft weight. If a

houfe be on fire, it behoves all in the neighbour-

hood
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hood to run with buckets to quench it ; but the

owner is fure to be undone firft ; and it is not im-

poflible, that thofe at next door may efcape by a

fhower from heaven, or the ftilhiefs of the weather,

or fome other favourable accident.

But if an ally, who is not fo immediately con-

cerned in the good or ill fortune of the war, be fo

generous as to contribute more than the principal

party, and even more in proportion to his abilities,

he ouoht at leaft to have his (hare in what is con-o
quered from the enemy ; or, if his romantic dif-

pofition tranfport him fo far as to expeft little or

nothing from this, he might however hope, that

the principals would make it up in dignity and re-

fpecSt ; and he would furely think it monftrous to

find them intermeddling in his domeftic affairs,

prefcribing what fervants he (hould keep or difmifs,

prefling him perpetually with the moft unreafon--

able demands, and at every turn threatning to

break the alliance if he will not comply.

From thefe reflexions upon war in general, I

defcend to confider thofe wars wherein England

hath been engaged fmce the conqueft. In the civil

wars of the Barons^ as well as thofe between the

houfes of York and Lancajier^ great deftrudion was

made of the nobility and gentry j new families

raifed and old ones extinguifhed ; but the money

fpent on both fides was employed and circulated at

home J no public debts contracted ; and a very few

years of peace quickly fet all right again.

F 3 The
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The like may be affirmed even of that unnatu-

ral rebellion againft king Charles I. The ufurpers

maintained great armies in conftant pay, had al-

moft continual war with Spain or Holland \ but,

managing it by their fleets, they increafed very

much the riches of the kingdom, inftcad of ex-

haufting them.

Our foreign wars were generally againfl Scotland

or France: the firft, being in this ifland, cariicd

no money out of the kingdom, and were feldom of

long continuance. During our firft wars with

France, we poflcfTed great dominions in that coun-

try, where we preferved feme footing till the reign

of queen Mary\ and although feme of our later

princes made very chargeable expeditions thither,

a fublidy and two or three fifteenths cleared all the

debt. Befides, our vidlories were then of fome ufe

as well as glory ; for we were fo prudent as to fight,

and fo happy as to conquer, only for ourfelves.

The Dutch wars in the reign of king Charles If.

although begun and carried on under a very cor-

rupt adminiftration, and much to the difhonour of

the crown, did indeed keep the king needy and

poor by difcontinuing or difcontenting his parlia-

ment, when he moft needed their afTiftance ; but

neither left any debt upon the nation, nor carried

any money out of it.

At the Revolution, a general war broke out in

Europe, wherein many princes joined in alliance

againft France to check the ambitious defigns of

that monarch ; and here the emperor j the Dutch,

and
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and England were principals. About this time the

cuftom firft began among us of borrowing millions

upon funds of intercft. It was pretended, that the

war could not poflibly laft above one or two cam-

paigns ; and that the debts contrafted might be

eafily paid in a few years by a gentle tax, without

burthening the fubjedl. But the true reafon for

embracing this expedient was the fecufity of a new
prince not firmly fettled on the throne. People

were tempted to lend by great premiums and large

intereft ; and it concerned them nearly to preferve

that government, which they had trufted with their

money. The perfon [z] faid to have been author

of fo deteftable a proje6l, lived to fee fome of its

fatal confequences, whereof his grand-children will

not fee an end. And this pernicious counfel clofed

very well with the pofture of affairs at that time

:

for a fett of upflarts, who had little or no part in the

Revolution, but valued themfelves upon their noife

and pretended zeal when the work was over, were

got into credit at court, by the merit of becoming

undertakers, and proje(Stors of loans and funds.

Thefe, finding that the gentlemen of eflates were

not willing to come into their meafures, fell upon

thofe new fchemes of raifmg money, in order to

create a monied interefl that might, in time, vie

with the landed, and of which they hoped to be at

the head.

[x] Dr, Burnet, bifhop of Sarum,

F 4 This
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This ground of the firft war for ten years after

the RevolutioHy as to the part we had in it, was to

make France acknowledge the late king, and to

recover Hudfons-Bay. But, during that whole

war, the fea was almoft entirely neglected, and the

grcateft part of y/A- millions annually employed to

enlarge the frontier of the Dutch. For the king

was a general, but not an admiral ; and, although

king of Englatidy was a native of Holland.

After ten years fighting to little purpofe, after

the lofs of above a hundred thoufand men, and a

debt remaining of twenty millions, we, at length,

hearkened to the terms of peace, which was con-

cluded with great advantages to the empire and

Holland, but none at all to us ; and clogged foon

after with the famous treaty of partition^ by which

NapleSy Sicily, and Lorrain were to be added to the

French dominions ; or, if that crown fhould think

fit to fet afide the treaty upon the Spaniards re-

fufing to accept it, as they declared they would to

the fevenal parties at the very time of tranfacling it,

then the French would have pretcnfions to the

whole monarchy. And fo it proved in the event
j

for the late king of Spain reckoning it an indignity

to have his territories cantoned out into parcels by

other princes during his own life, and without his

confent, rather chofe to bequeath the monarchy

entire to a younger fon of France ; and this prince

was acknowledged for king of Spain both by us

and Holland.

It
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It muft be granted, that the counfels of entering

into this war were violently oppofed by the church-

party^ who firft advifed the late king to acknow-

ledge the duke of Jnjou ; and particularly it is

affirmed, that a certain [a] great perfon, who was

then in the church interefl, told the king in No-

vember 1 701, that, fince his majefty was determined

to engage in a war fo contrary to his private opi-

nion, he could ferve him no longer, and accord-

ingly gave up his employment ; although he hap-

pened afterwards to change his mind, when he was

to be at the head of the treafury, and have the fole

management of affairs at home, while thofe abroad

were to be in the hands of [/»] one, whofe advan-

tage, by all forts of ties, he was engaged to promote.

The declarations of war againft Fra?ice and

Spain, made by us and Holland^ are dated within

a few days of each other. In that publifhed by

the States, they fay very truly, that they are nearejl

and mojl expofed to the fire ; that they are blocked up

on all fides, and a£iually attacked by the khigs of

France and Spain ; that their declaration is the effe£l

of an urging and prejfing necejftty ; with other ex-

preflions to the fame purpofe. They dcfire the

ajfijlance of all kings and princes, &c. The grounds

of their quarrel with France are fuch as only affeit

themfelves, or at leaft more immediately than any

other prince or ftate ; fuch as, the French refufing

to grant the tznff promifed by the treaty of Ryfwick j

la] Earl of Godolj>lir, [b] Di'.ke of Mantoroiigh.

ths
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ibt loading the Dutch inhabitants fettled in France
luith excfjjive duties, contrary to the faid treaty ; the

violation of the partition treaty by the French accept-

ing the king of Spain's luilly and thrcatning the dates

if they would not comply j the feizing the Spanifti

Netherlands by the French troops, and turning out

the Dulch, ivhoy by pcnviffton of the late king of
Spain, were in garrifon there, by which jneans that

repuhlick was deprived of her barrier, contrary to the

treaty of partition, where it was particidartyfUpu-

lated, that the Spanifli Netherlands fmild be left to

the archduke. They alledgcd, that the French king

governed Flanders as his ciun, although under the

narne of his grandfon, andfent great numbers of troops

thither to frighten them [c] ; that he had feizcd the

city and citadel of Liege ; had poffeffed himfelf of fe-
vcral places in the archbif})oprick of Cologne, and
maintained troops in the county of Wolfenbuttel, in

order to block up the Dutch on all fides ; and caufed

his reftdent to give in a memorial, wherein he threat-

ned the States to a£l againjl them if they refufcd com^

plying with the contents of that memorial.

The Queen's declaration of war is grounded
•upon the grand alliance, as this was upon the un-

'^n'H ufurpations and encroachments of the French

king ; whereof the inftances produced are, his

keeping tn poffeffon a great part of the Spanifli domi-

mons, Jcvzing Milan and the Spanifh Low-cou7itricSy

[c] This the author of John Bull calls frighting the children out

of ihcir bread and butter.

4 making
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making himfelf majier of Czd,'\z, t^c. Jnd injiead of

giving fatisfaSiion in thefe points, his putting an in-

dignity and aff'ront on her majejiy and kingdoms^ by de-

claring the pretended prince of Wales king of Eng-
land, l^c. Which laft was the only perfonal quar-

rel we had in the war; and even this was pofitively

denied by France, that king being willing to ac-

knowledge her majefty.

I think it plainly appears, by both declarations,

that England ought no more to have been a princi-

pal in this war than Prujfta, or any other power,

who came afterwards into that alliance. Holland

was firft in danger, the French troops being at that

time juft at the gates of Nimeguen. But the com-

plaints made in our declaration do all, except the

laft, as much or more concern almoft every prince

in Europe.

For among the feveral parties who came firft or

laft into this confederacy, there were few but who
in proportion had more to get or to lofe, to hope

or to fear, from the good or ill fuccefs of this war

than we. The Dutch took up arms to defend

themfelves from immediate ruin; and, by a fuc-

cefsful war, they propofed to have a larger extent

of country, and a better frontier againfl: France,

The emperor hoped to recover the monarchy of

Spain, or fome part of it, for his younger fon,

chiefly at the expence of us and Holland. The
king of Portugal had received intelligence, that

Philip defigned to renew the old pretenfions of

Spain upon that kingdom, which is furrounded by

the
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the other on all fides, except towards the fea ; and

could therefore only by defended by maritime pow-

ers. This, with the advantageous terms offered

by king Charles as well as by us, prevailed with

that prince to enter into the alliance. The dulcc

of Savoy's temptations and fears were yet greater :

the main chance of the war on that fide was to be

fupplied by Efigland, and the profit to redound to

him. In cale Milan fhould be conquered, it was

ftipulated, that his highncfs fhould have the duchy

of Montjerrat belonging to the duke of MantuOy

the provinces of Alexandria and Valencia and Lo-

mellinoy with other lands between the Po and the

Tanaro, together with the Vigevenafco^ or in lieu of

it an equivalent out of the province of Novara^

adjoining to his own ftate ; befides whatever elfe

could be taken from France on that fide by the

confederate forces. Then he was in terrible ap-

prehenlions of being furrounded by France, who
had fo many troops in the Milanefe, and might

have eafily fvvallowed up his whole duchy.

The reft of the allies came in purely for fubfi-

dies, whereof they funk confiderable fums into

their own coffers, and refufed to fend their contin-

gent to the emperor^ alledging their troops were al-

ready hired by England and Holland.

Some time after the duke of Jnjous fuccecding

to the monarchy of Spain, in breach of the parti-

tion treaty, the queftion here in England was,

whether the peace Ihould be continued, or a nev\r

war begun. Thofc who were for the former, al-

led^jed
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ledged the debts and difficukies we laboured un-

der ; that both we and the Dutch had already ac-

knowledged Philip for king of Spain ; that the in-

clinations of the Spaniards to the houfe of Aujlria,

and their averfion from that of Bourbon, were not

fo furely to be reckoned upon as fome would pre-

tend ; that we thought it a piece of infolence as

well as iiijuftice in the French to offer putting a

king upon us, and the Spaniards would conceive we

had as little reafon to force one upon them : that it

was true, the nature and genius of thofe two peo-

ple differed very much, and fo would probably

continue to do, as well under a king of French

blood as one of Aujlrian \ but that, if we fhou'd

engage in a war for dethroning the duke of Anjou^

we fhould certainly effedl what by the progrefs and

operations of it we endeavoured to prevent, I mean

an union of intereft and alfedions between the

two nations ; for the Spaniards mufl, of necefiity,

call in French troops to their afhftance ; this would

introduce French counfellors into king Philip's

court, and this by degrees would habituate and re-

concile the two nations ; that to aflift king Charles

by Englijh and Dutch forces would render him odi-

ous to his new fubjeils, who have nothing in fo

great abomination as thofe whom they hold for

hereticks', that the French would, by this means,

become mafters of the treafures in the Spanijh

Wejl-Indiess that in the laft war, when Spain^

Cologne, and Bavaria were in our alliance, and, by

a modeft computation, brought fixty thoufand men
into

X
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into the field agalnft the common enemy ; when
Flanders^ the feat of war, was on our fide, and

his majcfty, a prince of great valour and condudl,

at the head of the whole confederate army ; yet

we had no reafon to boaft of our fuccefsj how
then fhould we be able to oppofe France with thofe

powers againfl: us, which could carry fixty thou-

fand men from us to the enemy ; and fo make us

upon the balance weaker by one hundred and

twenty thoufand men at the begiuning of this war,

than of that in 1688 ?

On the other fide, thofe, whofe opinion or fome

private motives inclined them to give their advice

for cnteiing into a new war, alledged how dan-

gerous it would be for England that Philip fhould

be king of Spain ; that we could have no fecurity

for our trade while that kingdom was fubject to a

prince of the Bourbon family, nor any hopes of

preferving the balance of Europe^ becaufe the

grandfather would, in efFed, be king, while his

grandfon' had but the title, and thereby have a

better opportunity than ever of purfuing his defign

for univerfal monarchy. Thefe and the like argu-

ments prevailed ; and fo, v/ithout offering at any

other remedy, without taking tinie to confidcr the

confequeiices, or to lefledl on our own condition,

we haftily engaged in a war, which hath coft us

fixty Hill lions ; and after repeated, as well as un-

expected, fuccefs in arms, hath put us and our

pyfterity in a worfe condition, not only than any

of
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of our allies, but even our conquered enemies

themfelves.

The part we have a£led in the conduit of this

whole war, with reference to our allies abroad,

and to a prevailing faflion at home, is what I (hall

now particularly examine ; where, I prefume, it

will appear by plain matters of fa6l, that no na-

tion was ever fo long or fo fcandaloufly abufed by

the folly, the temerity, the corruption, and the

ambition of its domeftic enemies ; or treated with

fo much infolence, injuftice, and ingratitude by

its foreign friends.

This will be manifeft by proving the three fol-

lowing points :

Firji^ that againft all manner of prudence or

common reafon we engaged in this war as princi-

pals, when we ought to have acled only as aux-

iliaries.

Secondly, that we fpent all our vigour in purfu-

ing that part of the war, which could leaft anfwer

the end we propofed by beginning it; and made

no efforts at all, where we could have moft weak-

ened the common enemy, and, at the fame time,

enriched ourfelves,

Lajlly, that we fuffered each of our allies to

break every article in thofe treaties and agreements

by which they were bound, and to lay the burthen

upon us.

Upon the firft of thefe points, that we ought

to have entered into this war only as auxiliaries,

let any man reflect upon our condition at that

time

:
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time: ju ft come out of the moft tedious, expen-

five, and unfucccfsful war that ever Euglatid had

been engaged in [_d] j finking under heavy debts,

of a nature and degree never heard of by us or our

anceftors ; the bulk of the gentry and people hear-

tily tired of the war and glad of a peace, although

it brought no other advantage but itfelf ; no fud-

dcn profpecSl of leirening our taxes, which were

grown as ncccHary to pay our debts as to raife ar-

mies ; a fort of artificial wealth of funds and ftocks

in the hands of thofc, who, for ten years before,

had been plundering the publick ; many corrupti-

ons in every branch of our government that needed

reformation. Under thefe difficulties, from which

twcniy years peace and the wifeft management

could -hardly recover us, we declare war againft

France y fortified by the acceffion and alliance of

thofc powers I mentioned before, and which, in

the former war, had been parties in our confede-

racy. It is very obvious, what a change muft be

nia».'e in the balance by fuch weights taken out of

our fcale and put into theirs ; fince it was mani-

fcft, by ten years experience, that France^ without

thufe addiiions of llrength, was able to maintain

itfelf againft us. So that human probability ran

with mighty odds on the other fiJe ; and in this

cafe nothing under the moft ex'rjme neceflity

fiiould force any ftate to engage in a war. We
had already acknowledged Philip for king of ^/i^/w

;

[d] I was then lean, being juft come out of a fit of fn.knefs.

John Bull.

neither
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neither does the Queen's declaration of war take

notice of the duke of Jnjous fucccflion to that mo-

narchy as a fubjedl of quarrel, but the French king's

governing it as if it were his own i his feizing Ca-

diz, Milan, and the Spanijh Low-eountries, with the

indignity of proclaiming the Pretender. In all

which we charge that prince with nothing diredly

relating to us, excepting the laft : and this, altho*

indeed a great affront, might eafily have been re-

dreffed without a war; for the French court declared

they did not acknov/ledge the Pretender, but only

gave him the title of king, which was allowed to

Augujius by his enejny of Sweden, who had driven

him out oi Poland, and forced him to acknowledge

StaniJJaus.

It is true indeed, the danger of the Dutch, by fo

ill a neighbourhood in Flanders, might afFe£t us

very much in the confequences of it ; and the lofs

of Spain to the Houfe of Aujlria, if it fhould be

governed by French influence and French politicks,

might, in time, be very pernicious to our trade. It

would therefore have been prudent, as well as ge-

nerous and charitable, to help our neighbour ; and

fo we might have done without injuring ourfelves;

for, by an old treaty with Holland, we were bound

to aflift that republick with ten thoufand men,when-

ever they were attacked by the French; whofe troops,

upon the king of Spain's death, taking poffeffion of

Flanders in right of Philip, and fecuring the Dutch

aarrifons till they would acknowledge him, the

Vol. IX. G ^i^^'^'
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States-general, by memorials from their envoys here,

demanded only the ten thoufand men we were obliged

to give them by virtue of that treaty. And I make

no doubt but the Dutch would have exerted them-

fclves fo vigoroufly, as to be able, with that afllftance

alone, to defend their frontiers ; or, if they had

been forced to a peace, the Spaniards, who abhor

difmembring their monarchy, would never have

fuffered the French to poflefs themfelves oi Flanders.

At that time, they had none of thofe endearments to

each other, which this war hath created ; and what-

ever hatred and jealoufy were natural between the

two nations would then have appeared. So that

tiitie was no fort of neceflity for us to proceed

further, although we had been in a better condition.

But our politicians, at that time, had other views;

and a new war muft be undertaken upon the ad-

vice of thofe, who, with their partizans and adhe-

rents, were to be the fole gainers by it. A grand

alliance was therefore made between the Emperor^

England, and the States-general -, by which, if the

injuries complained of from France were not reme-

died in two months, the parties concerned were ob-

liged mutually to aflifl: each other with their whole

Jirength.

Thus we became parties in a war in conjunc-

tion with two allies, whofe fhare in the quarrel

was beyond all proportion greater than ours. How-
ever, I can fee no rcafon from the words of the

grand alliance, by which we were obliged to make

thofe
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thofe prodigious expences we have fince been at.

By what I have always heard and read, I take the

whole Jirength of a nation, as underftood in that

treaty, to be the utmoft that a prince can raife an-

nually from his fubjeds. If he be forced to mort-

gage and borrow, whether at home or abroad, it is

not, properly fpeaking, his ownJirength, or that of

the nation, but the entirefubftance of particular

perfons, which, not being able to raife out of the

annual income of his kingdom, he takes upon

fecurity, and can only pay the intereft. And by

this method one part of the nation is pawned to the

other, with hardly a poflibility left of being ever re-

deemed.

Surely it would have been enough for us to have

fufpended the payment of our debts contraded in

the former war ; and to have continued our land

and malt taxes, with thofe others which have fince

been mortgaged. Thefe, with fome additions,

would have made up fuch a fum, as, with prudent

management, might, I fuppofe, have maintained an

hundred thoufand men by fea and land ; a reafona-

ble quota in all confcience for that ally, who appre-

hended leaft danger, and expedled leaft advantage.

Nor can we imagine that either of the confederates,

when the war began, would have been fo unreafon-

able as to refufe joining with us upon fuph a foot,

and expeft that we fhould, every year, go between

three and four "millions in debt (which hath been our

cafe), becaufe the French could hardly have con-

G 2 trived
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trived any offers of peace (o ruinous to us as fuch a

war. Pofterity will be at a lofs to conceive, what

kind of fpirit could pofTefs their anceftors, who af-

ter ten years fuffcring by the unexampled politicks

of a nation maintaining a war by annually pawn-

ing itfelf; and during a fhort peace, while they

were looking back with horror on the heavy loads

of debts they had contradlcd, univerfally condemn-

ing thofe pernicious counfels which had occafioncd

them ; racking their invention for fome remedies or

expedients to mend their fhattercd condition; I

fay, that thcfe very people, without giving them-

felves time to breathe, fhould again enter into a

more dangerous, chargeable, and extenfive war, for

the fame or perhaps a greater period of time, and

without any apparent neceflity. It is obvious in a

private fortune, that whoever annually runs out,

and continues the fame expences, muft every year

mortgage a greater quantity of land than he did be-

fore ; and as the debt doubles and trebles upon

him, fo doth his inability to pay it. By the fame

proportion we have fufFered twice as much by this

laft ten years war, as we did by the former; and,

if it were poflible to continue it five years longer

at the fame rate, it would be as great a burthen as

the whole twenty. This computation being fo eafy

and trivial that it is almoft a fhame to mention it,

pofterity will think, that thofe who firfl advifed the

war, wanted either the fenfe or the honefty to cori-

fider it.

S And
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And as we have wafted our ftrength and vital

fubftance in this profufe manner, (o we have fhame-

fuUy mifapplied it to ends at leaft very different

from thofe, for which we undertook the war, and

often to effedl others, which after a peace we may

feverely repent. This is the fecond article I pro-

pofed to examine.

We have now, for ten years together, turned the

whole force and expence of the war where the

enemy was beft able to hold us at a bay j where

we could propofe no manner of advantage to our-

felves ; where it was highly impolitic to enlarge

our conquefts ; utterly negleding that part, which

would have faved and gained us many millions,

which the perpetual maxims of ourgovernment teach

us to purfuej which would have foonefl: weakened

the enemy, and muft either have promoted a fpeedy

peace, or enabled us to continue the war.

- Thofe who are fond of continuing the war, cry

up our conftant fuccefs at a moft prodigious rate,

and reckoned it infinitely greater than, in all hu-

man probability, we had reafon to hope. Teri

glorious campaigns are pafTed, and now at laft, like

the Tick man, we are juft expiring with all forts of

good fymptoms. Did the advifers of this war fup-

pofe it would continue ten years without expec-

ting the fuccefs we have had ; and yet at the fame

time determine, that France muft be reduced, and

Spain fubdued, by employing our whole ftrength

upon Flanders i^ Did they believe, the laft war left

u§ in a condition to furnifh fuch vaft fupplies for

G 3
fo
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fo long a period without involving us and our pof-

terity in unextrlcable debts ? If, after fuch miracu-

lous doings, we are not yet in a condition of brino--

ing France to our terms, nor can tell when we (hall

be fo, although we (hould proceed without any
reverfe of fortune ; what could we look for in the

ordinary courfe of things, but a Flanders war of at

leaft twenty years longer ? Do they indeed think, a

town taken from the Dutch is a fufficient recompence

to us for fix millions of money ; which is of fo lit-

tle confequence to determine the war, that the French

may yet hold out a dozen years more, and afford a

town every cam.paign at the fame price ?

I fay not this by any means to detract from the

army, or its leaders. Getting into the enemy's

lines, pafling rivers, and taking towns, may be

aflions attended with many glorious circumftances:

but when all this brings no real folid advantage to

us J when it hath no other end than to enlarge the

territories of the Dutch, and increafe the fame and

wealth of our general; I conclude, however it

comes about, that things are not as well as they

fhould be; and that furely our forces and money

might be better employed, both towards reducing

our enemy, and working out fome bencfic to our-

felves. But the cafe is ftill much harder ; we are

deftroying many thoufand lives, exhaufting our

fubftance, not for our own intcreft, which would

be but common prudence ; not for a thing indif-

ferent, which would be fufficient folly; but perhaps

to our own deftrudion, which is per(e<St madnefs.

4 We
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We may live to feel the ^fFeds of our own valour

more fenfibly, than ill the confequences we ima-

gine from the dominions of Spain in the duke of

Jnjou. We have conquered a noble territory for

the States^ that will maintain fufiicient troops to

defend itfelf, and feed many hundred thoufand in-

habitants ; where all encouragement will be given

to introduce and improve manufaftures, which was

the only advantage they wanted ; ;ind which. .:'..-^^d

to their Ikill, induftry, and parfmiony, will enable

them to under-fell us in every market in the

world.

Our fupply of forty thoufand men according to

the firil ftipulation, added to the quota's of the

Emperor and Holland, which they were obliged to

furnifh, would have made an army of near two

hundred thoufand, exclufive of garrifons ; enough

to withftand all the power that France could bring

.againft it j and we might have employed the reft

much better both for the common caufe and our

own advantage.

The war in Spain muft be imputed to the cre-

dulity of our miniftcrs, who fuffered themfelves to

be perfuaded by the imperial court, that the Spa^

niards were fo violently affe£ted to the houfe of

Anjirla, as, upon the firfl; appearance there, with a

few troops under the archduke, the whole kingdom

would immediately revolt. This we tried j and

found the Emperor to have deceived either us or

himfelf. Yet there we drove on the war at a prodi-

gious difadvantage with great expence i
and by a

G 4 Hioft
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mod corrupt management the only [e] general, who,
by a courie ofconJucl and fortune almoft miraculous,

had nearly put us into poffeflion of that kingdom,
was left wholly unfupported, expofed to the envy

of his rivals, difappointed by the caprices of a young

unexperienced prince under the guidance of a ra-

pacious German miniftry, and at laft called home in

difcontent. By which our armies both in Spain and

Portugal, were made a facrifice to avarice, ill-con-

du<5l, or treachery.

In common prudence we fhould either have

pufhed that war with the utmoft vigour in fo fortu-

nate a juncSture, efpccially fince the gaining that

kingdom was the great point, for which we pre-

tended to continue the war ; or at leaft when we
had found, or made that defign impracticable, we
Ihould not have gone on in fo expenfive a manage-

ment of it ; but have kept our troops on the de-

fendve in Catalonia, and purfued fome other way
more effedual for diftreffing the common enemy,

and advantaging ourfelves.

And what a noble field of honour and profit had

we before us wherein to employ the beft of our

ftrength, which, againft all maxims of Britijh po-

licy, we fufFered to lie who'ly neglected ! I have

fometimes wondered how it came to pafs that the

ftyle oi maritime powers, by which our allies, in a

fort of contcmptujus manner, ufually couple us

with the Dutch, did never put us in mind ot the

fea; and while fome politicians were (hewing uj

[rj The earl of Ptterbtrough,

the
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the way to Spain by Flanders, others to Savoy or

Naples, that the Wefl-lnd'm ftiould never come in-

to their heads. With half the charge we have been

at, we might have maintained our original quota

ofVorty thoufand men in Flanders, and, at the fame

time, by our fleets and naval forces have fo diftref-

fed the Spaniards in the north and fouth feas of

Jmerica, as to prevent any returns of money from

thence except in our own bottoms. This is what

beft became us to do as a maritime power ; this,

with any common degree of fuccefs, would foon

have compelled France to the neceflities of a peace,

and Spain to acknowledge the archduke. But while

we, for ten years, hsve been fquandering away our

money upon the continent, Francehzxh been wifely

engroffinff all the trade of Peru, going diredly with

their fhip^s to Lima and other ports, and there re-

ceiving ingots of gold and filver for Freyich goods

of little vahie; which, befides the mighty advan-

tage to their nation at prefent, may divert the chan-

nel of that trade for the future, fo beneficial to us,

who ufed to receive annually fuch vaft fums at

Cadiz for our goods fent thence to the SpantJhWeJl-

Indies. All this'we tamely faw and fuffered without

the leaft attempt to hinder it ; except what Was

performed by fome private men at Brijiol, who, in-

flamed by a true fpirit of courage and induftry, did,

about three years ago, with a few vefTels fitted out

at their own charge, make a moft fuccefsful voy-

age into thofe parts j took one of the Jquapulct ,

ihips, very narrowly mift of the other, and are

lately
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lately returned laden with unenvied wealth, to fliew

us what might have been done with the like ma-

nagement by a public undertaking. At leafl: we
might cafily have prevented thoCe great returns of

money to France and Spain^ although we could not

have taken it ourfelves. And if it be true, as the

advocates for war would have it, that the French

are now fo impoveriflied, in what condition muft

they have been, if that ifTae of wealth had been

flopped ?

But great events often turn upon very fmall cir-

cumftances. It was the kingdom's misfortune, that

the fea was not the duke of Alarlborough'i elemejit

;

otherwife the whole force of the war would infal-

libly have been beftowed there infinitely to the ad-

vantage of his country, which would then have

gone hand in hand with his own. But it is very

truly cbjecled, that if we alone had made fuch an

attempt as this, Holland would have been jealous
;

or, if we had done it in conjunction with Holland

the houfe of Aujlria would have been difcontented.

This hath been the ftyie of late years; which who-
ever introduced among us, they have taught our al-

lies to fpeak after them. Otherwife it could hardly

enter into any imagination, that while we are con-

federates in a war with thofe who are to have the

whole profit, and v;ho leave a double fhare of the

burthen upon us, we dare not think of any defign

(although againft the common enemy) where there

is the lead profpe£t of doing good to our own coun-

try, for fear of giving umbrage and ofFcncc to our

allies.
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allies, while we are ruining ourfelves to conquer

provinces and kingdoms for them. I therefore con-

fefs with fhame, that this objeaion is true : for it

is very well known, that while the defign of Mr.

Hill's e vpedition [/] remained a fecret, it was fuf-

pe6i-ed in Holland znd Germany to be intended a-

gainft Peru , whereupon the Dutch made every-

where their public complaints ; and the minifters

at Vienna talked of it as an tnfolence in the Queen

to attempt fuch an undertaking-^ which 'although it

has failed, partly by the accidents of a ftorm, and

partly by the ftubbornnefs or treachery of fome in

that colony, for whofe relief, and at whofe entreaty,

it was in fome meafure defigned, is no objedion at

all to an enterprize fo well concerted, and with'

fuch fair probability of fuccefs.

It was fomething fmgular that the States Ihould

exprefs their uneafmefs, when they thought we in-

tended to make fome attempt in the SpanijT) IVeJi-^

Indies ; becaufe it is agreed between us, that what-

ever is conquered there by us or them ftiall belong

to the conqueror ; which is the only article that I

can call to mind in all our treaties or ftipulations

with any view of intereft to this kingdom ; and for

that very reafon I fuppofc, among others, hath been

altogether negleded. Let thofe, who think this

too fevere a reflexion, examine the whole manage

-

• [/] The expedition in 17 1 1, wherein Sir Hownic« Walker com-

marided the fleet, and Mr. Hill the land forces for the redu6lIon of

Quebec and Canada, and regaining the Neivfoundland fifhery, which the

f'rcnch had taken from us.

ment
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ment of the prefcnt war by Tea and land, with all

our alliances, treaties, ftipulatlons, and conventions,

and confider whether the whole doth not look, as

if foinc particular care and induftry had been ufed

to prevent any benefit or advantage that might pof-

/ibly accrue to Britain ?

This kind of treatment, from our principal al-

lies, hnth taught the fame dialed to all the reft;

fo that there is not a petty prince whom we half

maintain by fubfidies and penfions, who is not

ready, upon every occafion, to threaten us, that

he will recal his troops (although they muft rob or

ftarve at home) if we refufe to comply with him in

any demand, however unreafonable.

Upon the third head I fhall produce fome in-

ftances to fliev/, how tamely we have fuffered each

of our allies to infringe every article in thofe trea-

ties and itipulations, b/ which they were bound j

and to lay the load upon us.

But before I enter upon this, which is a laroe

fubjed, I fnall take leave to offer a few remarks on
certain articles in three of our treaties ; which may
let us perceive how much thofe minifters valued or

underftood the true iiitcreft, fafety, or honour of

their country.

We have rhade tvi'o alliances with Portugal^ an

pffenfive and a defenfive ; the firft is to remain in

force only during the prefcnt war ; the fecond to

be perpetual. In the offenfive alliance the EmperoVy

England^ and Hcllaud are parties with Portugal
-^ in

fbe defenfive only we and the States.

Upon
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Upon the firft article of the offenfive alliance it is

to be obferved, that although the grand alliance, as

I have already faid, allows England and Holland to

poffefs for their own whatever each of them fliall

conquer in the Spanijh JFeJl-Indles : yet there we

are quite cut out by confenting, that the archduke

ftiall poffefs the dominions of Spain in as full a

manner as their late king Charles. And what is

more remarkable, we broke this very article in fa-

sonxoi Portugal by fubfequent ftipulalions; where

we agree that king Charles (hall deliver up EJlrema-

dur^.Vigo, and fome other places to the Portuguefe,

as foon as we can conquer them from the enemy.

They, who are guilty of fo much folly and contra-

diaion, know beft whether it proceeded from cor-

ruption or ftupidity.

By two other articles (befides the honour of be-

ing convoys and guards in ordinary to the Portu--

guefe (hips and coafts) we are to guefs the enemy's

thoughts, and to take the king of Portugal's word

whenever he hath a fancy that he (ball be invaded.

We are alfo to furnifh him with a ftrength fupe-

rior to what the enemy intends to invade any of

his dominions with, let that be what it will. Anxl

until we know what the enemy's forces are, his

Portuguefe majefty is fole judge what ftrength is

fuperior, and what will be able to prevent an inva-

fion ; and may fend our fleets whenever he pleafes

upon his errands to fome of the further parts of the

world, or keep them attending upon his own coafts

till he think fit to difmifs them. Thefe fleets mufl:

likewifc
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likewife be fubjeil in all things not only to the

king, but to his viceroys, admirals, and governors,

in any of his foreign dominions, when he is in an
humour to appretiend an invafion; which, I be-
lieve, is an Indignity that was never offered before,

except to a conquered nation.

In the defenfive alliance with that crown, which
is to remain perpetual, and wliere only Ejiglajid

and Holland are parties with them, the fame care

in ahr.cft the fame words is taken for our fleet to

attend their coafls and foreign dominions, and to

be under the fame obedience. We and the States

are likewife to furnifti them with twelve thoufand

men at our own charge, which we are conftantly

to recruit; and thefe are to be fubjed to the Por-

tuguefe generals.

In the offenfive alliance we took no care of hav-

ing the afliftance of Portugal, whenever we (hould

be invaded ; but in this it feems, we are wifer ; for

that king is obliged to make war on France or Spain,

whenever we or Holland ?lvq invaded by either; but,

before this, we are to fupply them with the fame

forces both by fea and land, as if he were invaded

himfclf. And this mufl: needs be a very prudent and

fafe courfe for a maritime power to take upon a

fudden invaUon ; by which, inflead of making uf^

of our fleets and armies for our own defence, wc
mufl: fend them abroad for the defence of Portugal.

By the thirteenth article we are told what this

aflifl:ance is which the Portuguefe are to give us,

and upon what conditions. They ;ire to furnifh

ten
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ten men of war; and when England and Holland

(hall be invaded by France and Spain together, or

by Spain alone, in either of thefe cafes thofe ten

Portuguefe men of war are to ferve only upon their

own coafts ; where, no doubt, they will be of

mighty ufe to their allies, and terror to the enemy.

How the Dutch were drawn to have a part in

either of thefe two alliances is not very material to

enquire, fmce they have been fo wife as never to

obferve them j and I fuppofe never intended it

;

but refolved, as they have fmce done, to fliift the

load upon us.

Let any man read thefe two treaties from the be-

ginning to the end, hev.'ill imagine that the king of

Portugal and his minifters fat down and made them
by themfelves, and then fent them to their allies to

fignj the whole fpirit and tenor of them quite

through running only upon this fingle point, what
we and Holland are to do for Portugal^ without any

mention of an equivalent, except: thofe ten fhips,

which, at the time when we have grcateft need of

their afliftance, are obliged to attend upon their own
coafts.

The barrier- treaty between Great Britain and

Holland^ was concluded at the Hague on the 29th

oiOdoher^ in the year 1709. In this treaty nei-

ther her majefly nor her kingdoms have any inte-

reft or concern, further than what is mentioned in

the fecond and twentieth articles : by the former

the States are to aflift the Queen in defending the

act of fucceffion ; and by the other, not to treat of

a



^6 THEGONDUCTOF
a peace, till France had acknowledged the Queem
and the fucceflion of Hanover^ and promifed to re-

move the Pretender out of that king's dominions.

As to the firft of thefe, it is certainly for the

fafcty and interefl: of the States general, that the

Proteftant fuccefllon /hould be preferved \n England

^

becaufe fuch a popifli prince, as we apprehended,

would infallibly join with France in the ruin of that

republick. And the Dutch are as much bound to

fupportour fucceffion, as they are tied to any part of

a treaty or league ofFenfive and defenfive againft a

common enemy, without any feperate benefit upon

that confideration. Her majefty is in the full pea-

ceable pofTeffion of her kingdoms, and of the hearts

of her people, among whom hardly one in five

thoufand are in the Pretender^ intereft. And whe*

ther the affiftance of the Dutch to preferve a right

fo well eftablifhed be an equivalent to thofe many

unreafonable exsrbitant articles in the reft of the

treaty, let the world judge. What an impreflion

of our fettlement muft it give abroad, to fee our

minifters offering fuch conditions to the Dutch to

prevail on them to be guarantees of our ads of par-

liament! neither perhaps is it right, in point of po-

Ficy, or good fenfe, that a foreign power ftiould be

called in to confirm our fucceffion by way of gua-

rantee, but only to acknowledge it; otherwifc we

put it out of the power of our own legiflature to

change our fucceffion without the confent of that

prince or ftate, who is guarantee, how much fo-

ever the neceffities of the kingdom may require it.

As
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As to the other article, it is a natural confe-

quence that muft attend any treaty of peace we can

make with France \ being only the acknowledg-

ment of her majefty as Queen of her own domi-

nions, and the right of fucceflion by our own laws,

v/hich no foreign power hath any pretence to dif-

pute.

However, in order to deferve thefe mighty ad-

vantages from the States, the reft of the treaty is

wholly taken up in directing what we are to do for

them.

By the grand alliance, which was the founda-

tion of the prefent war, the Spanifn Low-countries

were to be recovered and delivered to the king of

Spain ; but by this treaty that prince is to poflefs

nothing in Flanders during the warj and after a

peace the States are to have the military command

of about twenty towns, with the dependences, and

four hundred thoufand crowns a year from the king

of Spain to maintain their garrifons. By which

means they will have the command of all Flanders,

from Newport on the fea to Namur on the Maefe^

and be entirely mafters of the Pais de waas^ the

richeft part of thofe provinces. Further, they have

liberty to garrifon any place they (hall think fit in

the Spanijh Lovj-couutrics, whenever there is an ap-

pearance of war; and confequently to put garrifons

into Ojlend^ or where elfe they pleafe, upon a rup-

ture with England.

Vol. IX. H By
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By this treaty likewifc the Dutch will, in efFedl, be

entire mailers of all the Low- countries ; may impoie

duties, rcrtri^lions in commerce, and prohibitions

at their pleafure ; and, in that fertile country, may

fet up all forts of manufa(R:ures, particularly the

woollen, by inviting the difobliged manufa6lurers in

Ireland^ and the French refugees, who are fcattered

all cvcc Ger7nany. And as this manufacture increaf-

eth abroad, the cloathing people oi England will be

neccffitated, for want of employment, to follow ;

and in few years, by help of the low intereft of

money in Holland^ Flanders may recover that bene-

ficial trade, which we got from them. The landed

men of England will then be forced to re-eftablifh

the ftaples of wool abroad ; and the Dutch, inftead

of being only the carriers, will become the origi-

nal pofleflors of thofe commodities, with which the

greateft part of the trade of the world is now car-

ried on. And as they increafe their trade, it is ob-

vious they will enlarge their ftrength at fea, and

ours muft Icfien in proportion.

All the ports in Flanders are to be fubje£l: to the

like duties, that the Dutch fhall lay upon the Scheldt

which is to be clofed on the fides of the States

:

thus all other nations are, in effccl, (hut out from

trading with Flanders. Yet in the very fame article

it is faid, that the States fimll hefavoured in all the

Spanifti dominions as much as Great Britain, or as the

people moji favoured. We have conquered Flanders

for them, and are in a worfe condition as to our

trade there^ than before the war began. We have

been
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been the great fupport of the king of Spain, to

whom the Dutch have hardly contributed any thing

at all; and yet they are to be equally favoured with'

us in all his dominions. Of all this the Queen is

under the unreafonable obligation of being guaran-

tee, and that they fliall poffefs their barrier aad

their four hundred thoufand crowns a year, even

before a peace.

It is to be obferved, that this treaty was only

figned by one of our plenipotentiaries \_g] ; and I

have been told that the other [/>] was heard to fay,

he would rather lofe his right hand than fet it to

fuch a treaty. Had he fpoke thefe words in due

feafon, and loud enough to be heard on this fide

the water, confidering the credit he had then at

court, he might have faved much of his country's

honour, and got as much to himfelf ; therefore, if

the report be true, I am inclined to think he only

SAID it. I have been likewife told, that fome very

neceffary circumftances were wanting in the en-

trance upon this treaty ; but the minifters here ra-

ther chofe to facrificc the honour of the crown, and

the fafety of their country, than not ratify what one

of their favourites had tranfa6led.

Let me now confider in what manner our allies

have obferved thofe treaties they made with us, and

the feveral ftipulatlons and agreements purfuant to

them.

[g'\ Lord Totunjhciid. See John Bull,

[i)j Duks of Marlborough,

H 2 By
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By the grand alliance between the Empire^ Eng^

landj and Hollandy we were to aifiil the other

two talis vlriiiis by lea and land. Qy a convcntioa

I'ubllquent to this treaty, the proportions which

the feveral parties fliould contribute towards the

war, were adjufted in the following manner : the

Emperor was obliged to lurnifti ninety thoufand

men againft France^ either in Italy^ or upon the

Rhine ; Holland to bring fixty thoufand into the

field in FljfuL'rSy exclufive of garrtfons ; and ws
forty thoufand. In winter, 1 702, which was the

next year, the duke of Alarlborough propofed raifing

ten thoufand men more by way of augmentation,

and to carry on the war with greater vigour; to

which the parliament agreed, and the Dutch were

to raife the fame number. This was upon a par,

direcf^ly contrary to the former flipulation, whereby

our part was to be a third lefs than theirs; and

therefore it was granted wich a condition that

Holland fliOuld break off all trade and commerce

with France. But this condition was never execut-

ed ; the Dutch only amufing us with a fpecious de-

claration, till our fciTion of parliament was ended
;

and the foUov/ing year it was taken off by con-

cert between our general and the States, without

any reafon affigned, for the fatisfailion of the king-

dom. The next and fome enfuing campaigns, fur-

ther additional forces were allowed by parliament

for the war in Flanders ; and in cVery new fupply

the Dutch gradually lelfened their proportions, al-

though the parliament addreffed the Queek, that

the
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the States might be defired to obferve them accord-

ino- to agreement; which had no other efFedt, than

to teach them to elude it by making their troops

nominal corps ; as they did by keepino up the num-

ber of regiments
J
but finking a fifch part of the

men and money; (o that now things are juft in-

verted. And in all new levies we contributed a

third more than the Dutch, who at firft were ob-

liged to the fame proportion more than us.

Befides, the more towns we conquer for the

States^ the worfe condition we are in towards re-

ducing the common enemy, and confequently of

puttino- an end to the war. For they make no

fcruple of employing the troops of their quota to-

wards garrifoning every town, as faft as it is taken;

direaiy contrary to the agreement between us, by

which all garrifons are particularly excluded. This

is at length arrived by feveral fteps tofuch a height,

that there are at prefcnt in the field not fo many

forces under the duke of Marlborough''s command

in Flanders, as Britain alone maintains for that

fervice, nor have been for fome years paft.

The duke of Marlborough having entered the

enemies lines and taken Boucbain^ formed the de-

fign of keeping fo great a number of troops, and

particularly of cavalry, in Lip, Tournay, Doway,

and the country between, as fhould be able to ha-

rafs all the neighbouring provinces of France dur-

ing the winter, prevent the enemy from erefling

their magazines, and, by confequence, from fub-

fifting their forces next fpring, and render it im-

H 3
poflible
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poflible for them to aflcmble their army another

year, without going back behind the Soame to do

it. In order to efFed this projedl, it was neceffary

to be at an expence extraordinary of forage for the

troops, for building ftables, finding fire and candle

for the foldiers, with other incident charges. I'he

Queen readily agreed to furnifh her fhare of the

firft article, that of the forage, which only be-

longed to her. But the States iniifting that her ma-
jefty fhould likewifc come into a proportion of the

other articles, which in juftice belonged totally to

them ; {he agreed even to that, rather than a de-

fign of this importance fliould fail. And yet we
know it hath failed, and that the Dutch refufed

their confent till the time was part for putting it in

execution, even in the opinion, of thofe who pro-

pofed it. Perhaps, a certain article in the treaties

of contributions fubmitted to by fuch of the French

dominions, as pay them to the States, was the prin-

cipal caufe of defeating this projeft ; fince one

great advantage to have been gained by it was, as

is before mentioned, to have hindered the enemy
from eredling their magazines ; and one article in

thofe treaties of contributions is, that the produce

of thofe countries fliall pafs free and unmolefted.

So that the quefdon was reduced to this fhort

iffue : whether the Dutch fliould lofe this paultry

benefit, or the common cauie an advantage of fuch

mighty importance.

The fea being the element, where we might

moft probably carry on the Wi^r with any advantage

to
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to ourfelvcs, it was agreed that we fhould bear five

eighths of the charge in that fervice, and the Dutch

the other three ; and by the grand alliance, what-

ever we or Holland fhould conquer in the SpanlJJ)

Weji-hidm, was to accrue to the conquerors. It

liiio-ht therefore have been hoped, that this tnaritime

ally of ours would have made up in their fleet what

they fell ftiort in their army j but quite otherwife,

they never once furnifhed their quota either of fnips

or men ; or if fome few of their fleet now and then

appeared, it was no more than appearing j for they

immediately feparated to look to their merchants

and protedl their trade. And we may remember

very well, when thefe guarantees of our fuccefli-

on, after having not one fhip for many months

together in the Mediterranean^ fent that part of

their quota thither, and furnifhed nothing to us, at

the fame time that they alarmed us with the ru-

mour of an invafion. And lail year, when Sir

James Wijhart was difpatched into Holland to ex-

poflulate with the States, and to defire they would

make good their agreements in fo important a part

of the fervice ; he met with fuch a reception as ill

became a republick to give, that were under fo

many great obligations to us ; in fhort fuch an one,

as thofe only deferve who are content to take it.

It hath likewife been no fmall inconvenience to

us, that the Dutch are always flow in paying their

fubfidies ; by which means the weight and preflure

of the payment lies upon the Queen, as well as

the blame, if her majefty be not very exait, Nor

H 4
will
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will even this always content our allies: for, in

^july 171 1> the king of Spain was paid all the fub-

fidics to the fiift of 'January next; neverthelefs he

liath fincc complained for want of money ; and his

J'ecretary threatened, that, if we would not further

fupply his majefty, he could not anfwcr for what

mi^ht happen ; although king Charles had not at

that time one third of the troops for which he was

paid ; and even thofe he had were neither paid nor

cloathed.

I cannot forbear mentioning here another paffage

concerning fubfidies, to (hew what opinion fo-

reigners have of our eafmcfs, and how much they

reckon themfelves mafters of our money, when-

ever they think fit to call for it. The Qjjeen

was, by agreement, to pay two hundred thoufand

crowns a year to the PmJJian troops ; the States

one hundred thoufand ; and the Emperor only

thirty thoufand for recruiting, which his hnpfrial

majell-y never paid. Prince Eugene happening to

pals by Berlin, the miniil:ers of that court applied

to him for redrefs in this particular ; and his high-

ncfs very frankly promifed them, that, in confide-

ration of this deflci::-ncy, Britain and the States

fliould increafe their fubfidies to feventy thoufand

crowns more between them ; and that'the Emperor

(hould be puncfluai for the time to come. This

was done by that prince without any orders or

power whatfoever. The Duteh very rcafonably

refufed confenting to it : but the Prujjian minifter

here, making his application at our court, pre-

vailed
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vailed on us to agree to our proportion, before we

could hear what refolution would be taken In Hol-

land. It is therefore to be hoped, that his PruJJlan

majefty, at the end of this war, will not have the

fame caufe of complaint, which he had at the clofe

of the laft ; that his military cheft was emptier by

twenty thoufand crowns than at the time the war

began.

The Emperor^ as we have already faid, was, by

ftipulation, to furnilh ninety thoufand men^againft

the common enemy, as having no fleets to main-

tain, and, in right of his family, being moft con-

cerned in the fuccefs of the war. However, this

agreement hath been fo ill obferved, that from the

beginning of the war to this day neither of the two

lafl: Emperors had ever twenty thoufand men on

their ovtm account in the common caufe, except-

ing once in Italy^ when the imperial court exerted

itfelf in a point they have much more at heart,

than that of gaining Spain or the Indies to their fa-

mily. When they had fucceeded in their attempts

on the fide of Italy^ and obferved our blind zeal

for pufliing on the war at all adventures, they foon

found out the moft effeitual expedient to excufe

themfelves. They computed eafily, that it M'ould

coft them lefs to make large prefents to one fmgle

peifon than to pay an army, and turn to as good

account. They thought they could not put their

affairs into better hands ; and therefore wifely left

us to fight their battles.

Befidesj
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BefiJes, it appeared by fcveral inftances, how

little the Emperor regarded his allies, or the caufe

they were engaged in, when once he thought the

erfipire itfulf was fecure. It is known enough, that

he might fevcral times have made a peace with his

difcontented fubjecls in Hungary, upon terms not

at ail unbefitting either his dignity or intcreft ; but

he rather chofe to facrifice the whole alliance to

his private paffion, by entirely fubduing and cndav-

ing a miferable people, who had but too much
provocation to take up arms to free themfelves

from the opprcfTions, under which they were

groaning ;
yet this muft fcrve as an cxcufe for

breaking his agreement, and diverting fo great a

body of troops, which might have been employed

againft France.

Another inftance of the Emperor's indifference,

or rather diflike, to the common caufe of the allies,

is the bufinefs of Toulon. This defign was indeed

difcovercd here at home by a perfon, whom every

body knows to be the creature of a certain great

man at Icaft as much noted for his fkiil in gaming

as in politicks, upon the bafe mercenary end of

getting money by wagers ; which was then fo com-

mon a practice, that I remember a gentleman in

bufinefs, who, having the curiofity to enquire how
wagers went upon the Exchange, found fome people

deep in the fecret to have been concerned in that

kind of traffick ; as appeared by premiums named

for towns, which nobody but thofe behind the

curtain could fufpcdl. However, although this

project
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proje6i: had gotten v/ind by fo fcandalous a pro-

ceeding ; yet Toulon might probably have been

taken, if the Emperor had not thought fit, in that

very juncture, to detach twelve or fifteen thoufand

men to feize Naples^ as an enterprize that v/as

more his private and immediate intereft. But it

was manifeft, that his imperial majefty had no mind

to fee Toulon in poffcffion of the allies ; for, even

with thefe difcouragements, the attempts might yet

have fucceeded, if prince Eugene had not thought

fit to oppofe it ; which cannot be imputed to his

own judgment, but to fome politic reafons of his

court. The duke of Savoy was for attacking the

enemy as foon as our army arrived j but when the

marefchal de Teje's troops were all come up, to

pretend to befiege the place in the condition we

were at that time, was a farce and a jeft. Had

Toulon fallen then into our hands, the maritime

power of France would, in a great meafure, have

been deflroyed.

But a much greater inftance than either of the

foregoing, how little the Emperor regarded us or

our quarrel, after all we had done to fave his impe^

rial crown, and to affert the title of his brother to

the monarchy of Spain, may be brought from the

proceedings of that court not many months ago.

It was judged, that a war carried on upon the fide

of Italy would caufe a great diverfion of the French

forces, wound them in a very tender part, and fa-

cilitate the progrefs of our arms in Spain as well as

Flanders. It was propofed to the duke of Savoy to

make
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make this diverfion ; and not only a diverfion dur-

ing the fummer, but the winter too, by taking

quarters on this fide of the hiils. Only, in order

to make him willing and able to perform this

work, two points were to be fettled : firft, it was

necelfary to end the difputc between the imperial

court and his royal highnefs, which had no other

foundation than the Emperor's rcfufing to make

good fume articles of that treaty, on the faith of

which the duke engaged in the prefent war, and

for the execution whereof Britain and Holland be-

came guarantees, at the rcquefl: of the late emperor

l^copold. To remove this difiiculty, the earl of

Peterborough was difpatchcd to Vienna ^ got over

fome part of thofc difputes to the fatisfadtion of

the duke of Savoy, and had put the reft in a fair

way of being accommodated at the time the em-

peror ycfcph died. Upon which great event, the

duke of Savoy took the refolution of putting him-

felf at the head of the army, although the whole

matter was not finiftied, fuice the common caufe

required his afliftance ; and that, until a new em-

peror were ele6led, it was impoflible to make good

the treaty to him. In. order to enable him, the only

thing he afked was, that he Ihould be reinforced

by the imperial court with eight thoufand men

before the end of the campaign. Mr. IVhitworth

was fent to Vienna to make this propofal ; and it is

credibly reported that he was impowered, rather

than fail, to offer forty thoufand pounds for the

march of thofe eight thouf.md men, if he found it

was
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was want of ah'il'ity^ and not indinaUon^ that hindered

the fending them. But he was fo far from fuc-

ceeding, that it was faid the minifters of that court

did not fo much as give him an opportunity to

tempt them with any particular fums ; but cut ofF

all his hopes at once, by alledging the impoflibility

of complying v/ich the Queen's demands upon any

confideration whatfoever. They could not plead

their old excufe of the war in Hungary^ which was

then brought to an end. They had nothing to

offer but fome general fpeculative rcafons, which

it would expofe them to repeat; and fo, after-

much delay, and many trifling pretences, they ut-

terly refufed fo fmall and fcafonable an aiUftance ;

to the ruin of a projeft that would have more ter-

rified France^ and caufed a greater diverfion of their

forces, than a much more numerous army in any

other part. Thus, for want of eight thoufand men,

for whofe winter-campaign the Queen' was wil-

ling to give forty thoufand pounds ; and for want
of executing the defign I lately mentioned of hin-

dering the enemy from erecting magazines, to-

wards which her majefty was ready not only to

bear her own proportion, but a {hare of that which

the States were obliged to ; our hopes of taking

winter-quarters in the north and fouth parts of

France are eluded, and the war left in that method

which is lik-e to continue it lon2;efl. Can there an

example be given in the whole courfe of this war,

where we have treated the pettieft prince, with

whom we had to deal, in fo contemptuous a man-

ner ?
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ner ? Did we ever once confider what we could

afrord, or what we were obliged to when our affift-

ance was dcfircd, even while we lay under imme-
diate apprehenfions of being invaded ?

When Portugal came as a confederate into the

grand alliance, it was ftipulated, that the empire,

England^ and Holland, (hould each maintain four

thoufand men of their own troops in that king-

dom, and pay between them a million of patta-

coons to the king of Portugal, for the fupport of

twenty-eight thoufand Portugiicfc\ which number

of^ forty thoufand was to be the confederate army

againft Spain on the Portugal fide. This treaty

was ratified by all the three powers. But, in a

flinrt time after, the Emperor declared himfelf un-

able to comply with his part of the agreement, and

fo left the two thirds upon us ; who very gene-

roufly undertook that burthen, and at the fame

time two thirds of the fubfidies for maintenance of

the Portuguefe troops. But neither is this the woift

part of the ftory j for although the Dutch did in-

deed fend their own quota of four thoufand men to

Portugal (which however they would not agree to

but upon condition that the other two thirds Ihould

be fupplied by us) ;
yet they never took care to re-

cruit them ; for, in the year 1706, the Portuguefe,

Briti/h, and Dutch forces having marched with the

earl of Galway into CajUle, and by the noble con-

du<Sl: of that general being forced to retire into Va-

lenc'ia, it was found neceflary to raife a new army

on the Portugal fidc; where the Queen hath, at

feveral
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feveral times, encieafed her eftablifliment to ten

thoufand five hundred men ; and the Dutch never

replaced one fingle man, nor paid one penny of

their fubfidies to Portugal m fix years.

The Spanijh army on the fide of Catalonia Is, or

ought to be, about fifty thoufand men, exclufive

of Portugal. And here the war hath been carried

on almoft entirely at our coft. For this whole

army is paid by the Queen, excepting only izYan.

battalions and fourteen fquadrons of Dutch and

Palatines ; and even fifteen hundred of thefe are

likewife in our pay ; befides the fums given to king

Charles for fubfidies and the maintenance of his

court. Neither are our troops at Gibraltar in-

cluded within this number. And further, we alone

have been at all the charge of tranfporting the

forces firft fent from Genoa to Barcelona ; and of

all the Imperial recruits from time to time. And
have likewife paid vaft fums as levy-money for

every individual man and horfe fo furnifhed to re-

cruit ; although the horfes were fcarce worth the

price of tranfportation. But this hath been almoft

the conftant misfortune of our fleet during the pre-

fent war ; inflead of being employed on fome en-

terprize for the good of the nation, or even for the

prote6lion of our trade, to be wholly taken up in

tranfporting foldiers.

We have adlually conquered all Bavaria, Ulm,

Augjhourg^ Landau, and a great part of Alface, for

the E?nperor : and by the troops we have furnifhed,

the armies we have paid, and the diverfions we

have
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have given to the enemies forces, have chiefly con-

tributed to the conquefts of ATilan^ Mantua^ and

Mirandola, and to the recovery of the duchy of

Modena. The lafl Emperor drained the wealth of

thofe countries into his own coffers, without in-

creafing his troops againft France by fuch mighty

acquifitions, or yielding to the moft reafonable re-

quefts we have made.

Of the many towns we have taken for the DiiUh^

we have confented, by the Barrier-treaty, that all

thofe which were not in the poffefTion of Spa'm^

upon the death of the late catholic king, fhall be

part of the ^tatet dominions; and that they fhall

have the military power in the moft confiJerable

of the reft; which is, in cffe6t, to be the abfolute

fovereif^ns of the whole. And the Hollanders have

already made fuch good ufe of their time, that, in

conjundion with our general, the opprefllons of

Flanders are much greater than ever.

And this treatment, which we have received

from our two principal allies, hath been pretty well

cppied by moft other princes in the confederacy,

with whom we have any dealings. For inftance :

feven Portuguefe regiments, after the battle of Al-

manzaj went off" with the reft of that broken army

to Catalonia: the king of Portugal faid he was not

able to pay them, while they were out of his coun-

try ; the Queen confented therefore to do it her-

felf, provided the king would raife as many mors

to fupply their place. This he engaged to do, but

never performed. Notwithftanding which, his fub-

jj
fidies
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iidies were conftantly paid him, by my lord GodoU

phtn^ for almoft four years, without any deduflion

upon account of thofe feven regiments j direfl:ly

contrary to the feventh article of our ofFenfive alli-

ance with that crown, where it is agreed, that a

dedu6lion (hall be made out of thofe fubfidies, in

proportion to the number of men wanting in that

complement which the king is to maintain. But,

whatever might have been the reafons for this pro-

ceeding, it feems they are above the underftandino-

of the [/] prefent lord treafurer ; who, not entering

into thofe refinements of paying the public money
upon private confiderations, hath been fo uncourtly

as to flop it. This difappointment, I fuppofe,

hath put the court of Lljbon upon other expedients,

of raifing the price of forage, fo as to force us ei-

ther to leiTen our number of troops, or be at a

double expence in maintaining them; and this at

a time, when their own produ6t, as well as the im-
port of corn, was never greater; and of demand-
ing a duty upon the foldiers cloaths we carried over

for thofe troops, which have been their fole de-
fence againft an inveterate enemy; and whofe ex-

ample might have infufed courage, as well as

taught them difcipline, if their fpirits had been ca-

pable of receiving either.

In order to augment our forces every year in the

fame proportion as thofe for whom we fight di-

minifti theirs, we have been obliged to hire troops

[ij Earl of Oxford,

Vol. IX. I from
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from feveral princes of the empire, whofe minifters

and refidents here have perpetually importuned the

court with unreafonable demands, under which

our late minifters thought fit to be paflive. For

thofe demands were always backed with a threat

to recall their foldicrs ; which was a thing not to

be heard of, becaufe it might difcontent the Dutch,

In the mean time, thofe princes never fcnt their

contingent to the Emperor, as, by the laws of the

empire, they are obliged to do ; but gave, for their

excufe, that wc had already hired all they could

pofTibly fpare.

But if all this be true ; if, according to what I

have affirmed, we began this war contrary to rea-

fon ; if, as the other party themfelves, upon all oc-

cafions, acknowledge, the fuccefs we have had was

more than wc could reafonably expecl ; if, after

all our fuccefs, we h.we not made that ufe of it,

which, in reafon, we ought to have done ; if we

have made weak and foolifh bargains with our al-

lies ; fufFered them tamely to break every article

even in thofe bargains to our difadvantage, and al-

lowed them to treat us with infolence and con-

tempt at the very inftant when we were gaining

towns, provinces, and kingdoms for them at the

price of our ruin, and without any profpecfl of in-

tereft to ourfelves ; if v/e have confumed all our

ftrength in attacking the enemy on the ftrongeft

fide, where (as the old duke of SchoTr.berg exprefled

it) to engage with France was to take a bull by the

horns i and left wholly unattempted that pirt of the

war.
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war, which could only enable us to continue or to

end it j if all this, I fay, be our cafe, it is a very

obvious queftion to afk, by what motives, or what

management, we are thus become the dupes and

bubbles of Europe F Sure it cannot be owing to the

ftupidity ariling from the coldnefs of our climate ;

fmce thofe among our allies, who have given us

moft reafon to complain, are as far removed from

the fun as ourfelves.

If, in laying open the real caufes of our prefent mi-

fery, I am forced to fpeak with fome freedom, I think

it will require no apology. P.eputationis the fmalleft

facrifice thofe can make us, who have been the iii-

flruments of our ruin ; becaufe it is that for which,

in all probability, they have the leaft value. So

that, in expofing the acSlions of fuch perfons, it can-

not be faid, properly fpeaking, to do them an in-

jury. But, as it will be fome fatisfa£^ion to our

people to know by whom they have been fo long

abufed, fo it may be of great ufe to us, and our

pofterity, not to truft the fafety of their country in

the hands of thofe, v/ho aiSl by fuch principles,

and from fuch motives.

I have already obfeived, that when the counfels

of this war were debated in the late king's time, a

certain great man was then fo averfe from entering

into it, that he rather chofe to give up his employ-

ment, and tell the king he could ferve him no
longer. Upon that prince's death, although the

grounds of our quarrel with France had received no
manner of addition, yet this lord thought fit to al-

I 2 ter
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tcr his fentiments ; for the fcene was quite changed ;

his lordfhip, and the family wiih whom he was en-

gaged by fo complicated an alliance, were in the

higheft credit poflible with the Queen. The
trcafurer's ftafF was ready for his lordfhip ; the duke

was to command the army, and the duchefs, by her

employments, and the favour fhe was pofTcfled of,

to be always nearcft her majefty's perfon ; by

which the whole power at home and abroad would

be devolved upon that family. This was a pro-

fpeft fo very inviting, that, to confefs the truth, it

could not be eafily withftood by any, who have fo

keen an appetite for wealth or power. By aa

agreement, fubfequent to the grand alliance, we
were to aflift the Dutch with forty thoufand men,

all to be commanded by the duke of Marlborough.

So that, whether this war was prudently begun or

not, it is plain that the true fpring or motive of it

was the aggrandizing a particular family ; and, in

ihort, a war of the general and the minijlry, and

not of the prince or people ; fince thofe very per-

fons were againft it, when they knew the power,

and confequently the profit, would be in other

hands.

With thefe meafures fell in all that fett of peo-

ple, who are called the mofiied men ; fuch as had

raifed vaft fums by trading with flocks and funds,

and lending upon great intereft and premiums ;

whofe perpetual harveft is war, and whofe benefi-

cial way of trafiick muft very much decline by a

peace.

In
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In that whole chain of encroachments made upon

us bv the Dutch, which I have above deduced

;

and under thofe feveral grofs impofitions from other

princes, if any one ftiould afk, why our general

continued fo eafy to the laft ? I know no other way

fo probable, or indeed fo charitable, to account for

it, as by that unmeafurable love of wealth, which

his beft friends allow to be his predominant paf-

Jion. However, I fliall wave any thing that is

perfonal upon this fubjecl. I fliall fay nothing of

thofe great prefents made by feveral princes, which

the foldiers ufed to call winter-foraging, and faid.

it was better than that of xhz fuminer ; of two and

half per cent, fubftracled out of all the fubfidies we

pay in thofe parts, which amounts to no inconli-

derable fum ; and laftly, of the grand perquifites,

in a long fuccefsful war, which are fo amicably ad-

jufted between him and the States.

But when the war was thus begun, there foon

fell in other incidents here at home, which made

the continuance of it neceflary for thofe, who were

the chief advifers. The whigs were, at that time,

cut of all credit or confideration. The reigning

favourites had always carried what was called the

iory principles, at leaft as high as our conftitution

could bear; and moft others, in great employ-

ments, were wholly in the church intereft. Thefe,

laft, among whom were feveral perfons of the

greateft merit, quality, and confequence, were not

able to endure the many inftances of pride, info-

lence, avarice, and ambition, which thofe favour-

I 3 ites
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ites began fo cafily to difpofc, nor to fee them prc-

fuming to be fole difpenfers of the royal favour.

However, their oppofition was to no purpofe ; they

wreftled with too great a power, and were foon

cruflied under it. For ihofe in polTeflion, finding

they could never be quiet in their ufurpations,

while others had any credit, who were at leaft

upon an equal foot of merit, began to make over-

tures to the difcarded whigSy who would be content

with any terms of accommodation. Thus com-

menced this foUmn league ayid covenant^ which hath

ever fince been cultivated with fo much application.

The great traders in money were v/holly devoted

to the whigs, who had firft raifcd them. The
army, the court, and the treafury, continued under

the old defpot'ic adminiftration : the wh'igs were

received into employment, left to manage the par-

liament, cry down the landed intertft, and worry-

the church. Mean time our allies, who were not

ignorant, that all this artificial ftrufture had no true

foundation in the hearts of the people, refolved to

make the beft ufe of it as long ?.s it ibould laft.

And the j^eneral's credit bein^r raifcd to a frreat

height at home by our fuccels in Flanders^ the

Dutch began their gradual impofitio- s ; lefi'en-

ing their qu^tasy breaking their ftipulations, gar-

ifoning the {owns we took for them, vv-ithout fup-

plying their troops j with many other infringe-

ments : all which we were forced to fubmit to,

becaufe the general was made eafy \
JDCcaufe the mo-

nied men at home were fond of the v.'ar3 becaufe

the
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the whlgs were not firmly fettled ; and becaufe that

exorbitant degree of power, which was built upon

a fuppofed neceflity of employing particular per-

fons, would go off in a peace. It is needlefs to

add, that the emperor, and other princes, followed

the example of the Dutch^ and fucceeded as well,

for the fame reafons.

I have here imputed the continuance of the war

to the mutual indulgence between our general and

allies, wherein they both fo well found their ac-

counts ; to the fears of the money-changers^ left their

tables JJmtId be overthrotun ; to the defigns of the

whlgs, who apprehended the lofs of their credit and

employments in a peace ; and to thofe at home,

who held their immoderate engroffments of power

and favour by no other tenure, than their own pre-

fumption'upon the neceffity of affairs. The truth

of this will appear indifputable, by confidering with

what unanimity and concert thefe feveral parties

atSted towards that great end.

When the vote paffed in the houfe of lords

againft any peace without Spain being reftored to

the Jpjirian family, the earl of Wharton told the

houfe, that it was indeed impoffible and impracti-

cable to recover Spain 5 but however there were

certain reafons why fuch a vote foould be made at

at that time ; which reafons wanted no explanati-

on : for the general and the miniftry having refufed

to accept very advantageous offers of a peace, after

the battle of Ramilies, v/ere forced to take in a fett

of men, with a previous bargain to fkreen them

I 4 from
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from the confcquences of that mifcarriage. And
accordingly, upon the firft fuccecding opportunity
that fell, which was the [i] prince of Denmark's
death, the chief leaders of the party were brought
into feveral great employments.

Thus when the Qiieen was no longer able to
bear the tyranny and infolence of thofc ungrateful

fervants, who, as they waxed the fatter^ did but
kick the more-, our two great allies abroad, and our

ftock-jobbcrs at home, took immediate alarm j ap-

plied the neareft way to the throne, by memorials
and mefiages, jointly directing her majefty not to

change her fecretary or treafurer ; who, for the true

reafons that thefe officious intermeddlers demanded
their continuance, ought never to have been ad-

mitted into the leaft degree of truftj fmce what
they did was nothing lefs than betraying the inter-

efl of their native country to thofe princes, who,
in their turns, v/cre to do what they could to fup-

port them in power at home.

Thus it plainly appears that there was a con-

fpirucy on all fides to go on with thofe meafures,

which muft perpetuate the war ; and a confpiracy

founded upon the intercft and ambition of each

party j which begat fo firm an union, that, inftead

of wondering why it lafted fo long, I am aftoniflied

to think how it came to be broken. The prudence,

courage and firmnefs of her majefty, in all the ftcps

of that great change, would, if the particulars were

C/^]
Prince George of Denmari, hufljand to nucen Anne.

trulv
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truly related, make a very fhinlng part in her

ftory ; nor is her judgment lefs to be admired,

which directed her in the choice of perhaps the

only perfons, who had fkill, credit, and refolution

enough to be her inflruments in overthrowing (o

many diiEculties.

Some would pretend to leffen the merit of this

by telling us, that the rudenefs, the tyranny, the

oppreflion, the ingratitude of the late favourites to-

wards their miftrefs were no longer to be borne.

They produce inftances to (hew, hov/ her inajefty

was purfued through all her retreats, particularly

at Wind/or; where, after the enemy had poileficd

themfelves of every inch of ground, they at lail- at-

tacked and flormed the caftle, forcing the Queen
to fly to an adjoining cottage, purfuant to the ad-

vice of Solomon, who tells us, It is better to live on

the hoiife top^ than with a fcolding vjoman in a large

houfe. They would have it, that fuch continued

ill ufage was enough to enflame the meekeft fpirit.

They blame the favourites in point of policy, and

think it nothing extraordinary, that the Queen
Oiould.be at an €nd of her patience, and refolve to

difcard them. But I am of another opinion, and

think their proceedings were right. For nothing

is fo apt to break even the bravell: fpirits as a con-

tinual chain of oppreffions ; one injury is beft de-

fended by a fecond, and this by a third. By thefe

fteps the old mqflers of the palace in France be-

came [/j 7najhrs of the kingdom ; and by thefe fleps

[/j See the Tale of a Tub.
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a general during pleafure might have grown into a

gcne)\nl for life, and a general for life into a king.

So that 1 ftill iiifilt upon it as a wonder, how her

majefty thus belicged on all fides was able to extri-

cate herfelf.

Havin"' thus mentioned the real caufcs, although

difguilcd under ipecious pretences, which have fo

long continued the war, I muft beg leave to reafon

a little with thcife perfons, v/ho are againft any

peace but what they call a good one ; and explain

themfclves, that no peace can be good without an

entire reftoration of 5/)^/« to the houfe of Aujlria.

It is to be fuppofcd, that what I am to fay upon

this part of the fubjecl will have little influence on

thofc, whofe particular ends or defigns of any fort

lead them to wifli the continuance of the war : I

mean the general and our allies abroad, the knot

of late favourites at home, the body of fuch as

traffic in flocks, and L.lily, that fctt of fadious

politicians, who were fo violently bent at leaft

upon clipping our conflitution in church and ftate.

Therefore I fhall not apply myfelf to any of thefe,

but to all others indifferently, whether ivhigs or

iories, whofe private interefl: is befl: anfwered by the

welfare of their country. And if among thefe

there be any, who think we ought to fight on till

king Charles be quietly fettled in the monarchy of

Spain^ I believe there are feveral points, which they

have not thoroughly confidered.

For fi;ft it is to be obfervcd, that this refolutioti

againft any peace without Spnin is a new incident,

G:rafted
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grafted upon the original quarrel by the intrigues of

a faclion umong us, who prevailed to give it the

fan£tion.of a vote in both houfes of parliament, to

juftify thofe whofe intereft lay in perpetuating the

war. And as this proceeding was ag.^.inft the prac-

tice of all princes and ftates, whofe intentions were

fair and honodrable ; fo is it contrary to common
prudence as well as juftice, I might add, that it

was impious too, by prefuming to controul events

which are only in the hands of God. Ours and

the States complaint againft France and Spain arc

deduced in each of our declarations of war, and our

pretenfions fpecified in the eighth a-rticle of the

grand alliance ; but there is not in any of thefe

the leaft mention of demanding Spain for the hoiife

of Jujiria, or of refufing any peace without that

condition. Having already made an extradt from

both declarations of war, I (hall here give a tranf-

lation of the eighth article in the grand alliance^

which will put this matter out of difpute.

The Eighth Article of the Grand Alliance.

IVTIE N" the zvar is once undertaken^ none of the

parties Jhall have the liherty to enter upon a treaty of

peace zvith the enemy ^ hut jointly and in concert with

the others. Nsr is peace to be made without having

firji obtained a juji and reafonable fatisfaoiion for his

Caefarean majefry, and for his royal majefly (j/* Great-

Britain, and a particular fecurity to the lords the

States-general of their dominions^ provinces^ titles^

navizaiion
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navigation and commerce : and a /undent provijioriy

that the kingdoms of France and Spain be never unit'

ed, or come under the government of the fame perfony

er that the fame ?nan may never be king of both king"

doms ; and particularly^ that the French may never

be in poff'cffion of the Spanifti Weft-Indies ; and that

they may not have the liberty of navigation for conve-

niency of trade, under any pretence whatfoever, neither

direHly nor indireSlly ; except it is agreed.^ that the

juh]e5ts of Great-Britain and Holland may have full

power to ufe and enjoy all the fa7ne privileges, rights,

immunities, and liberties of commerce by land andfea in

Spain, in the Mediterranean, and in all the places

and countries which the late king of Spain, at the time

of his death, was in pofjl-Jfion of, as well in Europe

as elfcwhere, as they did then ufe and enjoy ; or which

the fubjeEls of both, or each nation, could ife and en-

joy, by virtue of atiy right, obtained before the death

of ihsfaid king of Spain, either by treaties, conventi-

ons, cujlou:, or any other way whatfoever.

Here we fee the demands intended to be infifted

on by the allies upon any treaty of peace are, a

juft and reafonable i"atisfa<Sl:ion for the Emperor and

king of Great-Britain, a fecurity to the States-ge-

neral for their dominions, &c. and a fufiicient pro-

vifion, that France and Spain be never united under

the fame man as king of both kingdoms. The reft

relates to the liberty of trade and commerce for us

and the Dutch; but not a fyllable of engaging to

difuoffcfs the duke oi Jnjou.

But



T H E A L L I E S. 125

But to know how this new language of no peace

•without Spain, was firft introduced, and at laft pre-

vailed among us, we muft begin a great deal

higher.

It was the partition treaty, which begot the will

in favour of the duke of Anjou\ for this naturally

led the Spaniards to receive a prince fupported by a

great power, whofe intereft, as well as afFecStion,

engaged them to preferve that monarchy entire,

rather than to oppofe him in favour of another fa-

mily, who muft expeft affiftance from a number of

confederates, whofe principal members had already

difpofed of what did not belong to them, and by a

previous treaty parcelled out the monarchy of

Spain.

Thus the duke of Anjou got into the full pofTef-

fion of all the kingdoms and ftates belonging to

that monarchy, as well in the old world as the

new. And whatever the houfe of Aiijiria pretend-

ed, from their memorials, to us and the States, it

was, at that time, but too apparent, that the incli-

nations of the Spaniards were on the duke's fide.

However, a war was refoived ; and, in order to

carry it on with great vigour, a grand alliance

formed, wherein the ends propofed to be obtained

are plainly and diftin6lly laid down, as I have al-

ready quoted them. It pleafed God, in the couife

of this war, to blefs the arms of the allies with re-

markable fucceffes ; by which we were foon put

into a condition of demanding and expecfling fuch

terms of peace, as we propofed to ourfelves when

we
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we began the war. But, inftead of this, our vic-

tories only fcrved to lead us on to further vifionary

profpedts ; advantage was taken of the fanguinc

temper, which fo many fucceflcs had wrought the

nation up to ; new romantic views were propofed,

and the old, rcafonable, fober defign was forgot.

This was the artifice of thofe here, who were

furc to grow richer, as the publick became poorer

;

and who, after the refolutions which the two

houfcs were prevailed upon to make, might have

carried on the war with fafety to themfelves, till

malt and land were mortgaged, till a general ex-

cife was cftabliflied, and the dizieme denier raifed

by collcdlors in red coats. And this was juft the cir-

cumftancc, which it fuited their intercft to be in.

The houfe of Aujlria approved this fcheme with

reafon ; fince whatever would be obtained by the

blood and treafure of others, was to accrue to that

family, while they only lent their name to the

caufe.

The Dutch might, perhaps, have grown refty

under their burthen ; but care was likewife taken

of that by a Barrier-treaty made with the States^

which defcrveth fuch epithets as I care not to be-

flow ; but miy perhaps confiJer it, at a proper oc-

cafion, in a [,vz] difcourfe by itfelf.

By this treaty, the condition of the war, with

refpc(5l to the Dutch, was v»'ifely altered ; they

fought no longer for fccurity, but for grandeur;

[w] Which difcourfe follows next in this volume.

and
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and we, inftead of labouring to make them fafe^

muft beggar ourfelves to make t\\&m formidable.

Will any one contend, that, if at the treaty of

Gertruydenburgh, we could have been fatisfied with

fuch terms of a peace, as we propofed to ourfelves

by the grand alliance, the French would not have

allowed them ? It is plain they offered many more,

and much greater, than ever we thought to infilt^

on when the war began ; and they had reafon to

grant, as well as we to demand them ; fmce con-

ditions of peace do certainly turn upon events of

war. But furely there is feme meafure to be ob-

ferved in this ; thofe, who have defended the pro-

ceedino-s of our negotiators at the treaty of Gertruy-

denburgh, dwell very much upon their zeal and

patience in endeavouring to work the French up

to their demands ; but fay nothing to juftify thofe

demands, or the probability that France would ever

accept them. Some of the ai tides in that treaty

were fo very extravagant, that, in all human pro-

bability, we could not have obtained them by a

fuccefsful war of forty years. One of them was

inconfiftent with common reafon ;
wherein the

confederates referved to themfelves full liberty of

demanding what further conditions they fhould

think fit; and, in the mean time, France was to

deliver up feveral of their ftrongeft towns in a

month. Thcfe articles were very gravely figned by

cur plenipotentiaries, and thofe of Holland; but

not by the French, although it ought to have beea

done interchangeably ; nav, they were brought over

by
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by the fecretary of the embafTy j and the minifters

here prevailed on the Queen to execute a ratifica-

tion of article?, which only one part had figned.

This was an abfurdity in form, as well as in rea-

fon ; becaufe the ufual form of a ratification is

with a preamble, (hewing; that ivhercas our mi-

ni/hrSy and thofe of the allies, and of the enemy, have

figned, kc. JVe ratify, &c. The [«] perfon, who

brought over the articles, faid in all companies

(and perhaps believed) that it was a pity we had

not demanded more; for the French w^re in a dif-

pofition to refufe us nothing we would afk. One
of our plenipotentiaries affedted to have the fame

concern ; and particularly, that we had not ob-

tained fome further fecurity for the empire on the

Upper Rhine.

What could be the defign of all this grimace,

but to amufe the people, and to raife ftocks for

their friends in the fecret to fell to advantage ? I

have too great a refpecl for the abilities of thofe,

who a£tcd in this negotiation, to believe they hoped

for any other ilTue from it, than that we found by

the event. Give me leave to fuppofe, the conti-

nuance of the war was the thing at heart among

thofe in power, bo:h abroad and at home ; and

then I can eafily fhew the confiftency of their pro-

ceedings ; otherwife they are wholly unaccountable

and abfurd. Did thofe, who infifl:ed on fiich wild

demands, ever fincerely intend a peace ? Did they'

[«; Jic-a-i:! H'a!poky fecretary to tiiat embr.fTy.

real I

V
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really think, that going on with the war was more
eligible for their country, than the leaft abatement

of thofe conditions ? Was the fmalleft of them

worth fix millions a year, and ad hundred thou-

fand men's lives ? Was there no way to provide

for the fafety of Britain, or the fecurity of its trade,

but by the French king's turning his arms to beat

his own grandfon out of Spain? If thefe able

ftatefmen were fo truly concerned for our trade,

which they made the pretence of the war's begin-

ning, as well as continuance ; why did they fo

negledt it in thofe very preliminaries, v/here the

enemy made fo many conceilions, and where all

that related to the advantage of Holland, or the

other confederates, was exprefly fettled ? But what-

ever concerned us was to be left to a general

treaty ; no tariff" agreed on with France or the

Low- countries, only the Schelde was to remain fhut,

which muft have ruined our commerce with Ant-

werp. Our trade with Spain was referred the lame

way ; but this they will pretend to be of no confe-

quence, becaufe that kingdom was to be under

the houfe of Aujiria, and we have already made a

treaty with king Charles, I have indeed heard of a

treaty made, by Mr. Stanhope, with that prince,

for fettling our commerce with Spain : but what-

ever it were, there was another between us and

Holland, which went hand in hand with it, I mean
that of Barrier, wherein a claufe was inferted, by

which all advantages prcpofed for Britain are to be

in common with Holland,

Vol. IX. K Another
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Another point, which I doubt thofc have not

confidered, who are againft any peace without

SpaifZy is, that the face cf affairs in Chrijiendom,

fince the Emperor's death, hath been very much
changed. By this accideht, the views and interefts

of fc'veral princes and ftatcs in the alliance have

taken a new turn, and, 1 btlifve, it will be found

that ours oughr to do fo too We have fufnciently

blundered once alieady, by changing our meafures

with regard to a peace, v^hile our affairs continued

in the fame pofture ; and it will be too much in

confcience to blunder again by vot changing the

lirft, when the others are fo much altered.

To have a prince of the Jujhian family on the

throne of Spain is,' undoubtedly, more defirable

than one of the houfe of Bourbon ; but to have the

empire and Spanijh monarchy united in the fame

perfon is a dreadful confiJeration, and direftly op-

pofite to that wife principle on which the eighth

article of the alliance is founded.

To this, perhaps, it will be objected, that the

indolent charadler of the Aujirian princes, the

wretched ceconomy of that government, the want

of a naval force, the remote diflance of their fe-

veral territories from each other, would never fufl^er

an emperor, although at the fame time king of

Spain, to become formidable : on the contrary, that

his dependance mufl continually be on Greats

Britain ; and the advantages of trade, by a peace

founded upon that condition, would foon make us

amends foV all the expences of the war.

'
.: In
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In anfvver to this, Jet us confider the circum-

ftances we mufl: be in, before fuch a peace could

be obtained, if it were at all pradlicable. We
muft become not only poor for the prefent, but re-

duced, by further mortgages, to a ftate of beggary

for endiefs years to come. Compare fuch a weak

condition as this with fo great an accefiion of

ftrength to Aujlria; and then determine how much

an emperor^ in fuch a ftate of affairs, would either

fear or need Britain,

Confider that the comparifon is net formed be-

tween a prince of the houfe of Auf.ria^ Emperor

and king of Spain^ and with a prince of the Bour-

bon family, king of France and Spain ; but between

a prince of the latter only king of Spain, and one

of the former unitina; both crowns in his own
perfon.

What returns of gratitude can we expert, when
we are no longer wanted ? Hath all that we have

hitherto done for the imperial family been taken as

a favour, or only received as the due of the aic-

gujiijjima cafa ?

Will the houfe of Aujlria yield the leaft acre of

land, the leaft article of ftrained and even ufurped

prerogative, to refettle the mind of thofe princes in

the alliance, who are alarmed at the confequences

of this turn of affairs occafioned by the Emperor's

death ? We are aftured it never wiU. Do we then

imagine that thofe princes, who dread the ever-

grown power of the Aujirian as much as that of the

Bourbon family, will continue in our alliance upon

K 2 a fyftena
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a fyftem contrary to that which, they engaged with

us upon ? For inftance : what can the duke of

Savoy expedl in fuch a cafe ? Will he have any

choice left him but that of being a flave and a fron-

tier to France ; or a vaJJ'al, in the utmoft extent of

the word, to the imperial court ? Will he not

therefore of the two evils chufe the leaft ; by fub-

mitting to a mafter who hath no immediate claim

upon him, and to whofe family he is nearly allied j

rather than to another, who hath already revived

fcveral claims upon him, and threatens to revive

more ?

Nor are the Dutch more inclined than the reft

of Europe, that the Empire and Spain fhould be

united in king Charles, whatever they may now
pretend. On the contrary, it is known to feveral per-

fons, that upon the death of the late emperor Jofeph,

the States refolved that thofe two powers Jhould not he

joined in the fame perfon -, and this they determined

as a fundamental maxim by which they intended

to proceed. So that Spain was firft given up by

them J and fnice they maintained no troops in that

kingdom, it fhould feem that they underftand the

duke of Anjou to be lawful monarch.

Thirdly, Thofe who are againft any peace with-

out Spain, if they be fuch as no way find their pri-

vate account by the war, may perhaps change their

tentiments if they will reflect a little upon our pre-

fent condition.

I had two reafons for not fooner publifhing this

difcourfe j the firft was, becaufe I would give way
to
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to others, who might argue very well upon the

fame fubjedl from general topicks and reafon, al-

though they might be ignorant of feveral fads

which I had the opportunity to know. The fecond

was, becaufe I found it would be neceffary, in the

courfe of this argument, to fay fomething of the

ftate to which the war hath reduced us ; at the

fame time I knew, that fuch a difcovery ought to

be made as late as poiTible, and at another jundure

would not only be very indifcreet, but might per-

haps be dangerous.

It is the folly of too many to miftake the echo

of a London coffee-houfe for the voice of the king-

dom. The city cofFee-houfes have been for fome

years filled with people, whofe fortunes depend

upon the Bank^ Eajl-India^ or fome other flock.

Every new fund to thefe is like a new mortgage to

an ufurer, whofe compafTxon for a young heir is

exactly the fame with that of a flock-jobber to the

landed gentry. At the court end of the town, the

like places of refort are frequented either by men

out of place, and confequently enemies to the pre-

fent miniflry, or by officers of the army : no won-

der then if the general cry in all fuch meetings be

af^ainft any peace either, zt;//"/; Spain or without
-y

which, in other words, is no more than this j that

difcontented men defirc another change of the mi-

niftry ; that foldiers would be glad to keep their

commiffions ; and that the creditors have money

ftill, and would have the debtors borrow on at the

K 3
old
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old extorting rate, while they have any fecurity to

give.

Now to give the moft ignorant reader fomc idea

of our prcfent circumftances, without troiiblinor

him or myfelf with computations in form ; every

body knows that our land and malt tax amount
annually to about two millions and an half. All

other branches of the revenue are mortt^jaged to pay

intereil for what we have already borrowed, l^he

yearly charge of the war is ufually about fix milli-

ons ; to make up which fum we are forced to take

up, on the credit of new funds, about three mil-

lions and an half. This laft year the computed

charge of the war came to above a million more
than all the funds the parliament could contrive

were fufficient to pay intereft for j and fo we have

been forced to divide a deficiency of twelve hun-
dred thoufand pounds among the feveral branches

of our expence. This is a dcmonftration that, if

.
the war be to laft another campaign, it will be im-

polHble to find funds for fupplying it without mort-

gaging the malt-tax, or taking fome other method
equally defpcratc.

If the peace be made this winter, we are then to

coi.fiJcr what circumftances wc ftiall be in towards

paying a debt of about fifty millions, v.'hich is a

fixih part of the purchafe of the whole iiland, if it

were to be fold.

Towards clearing ourfelves of this monftrous in-

cumbrance, fome of thefe annuities v;iil expire, or

pay off the principal in thirty, forty, or an hun-

dred
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dred years ; the bulk, of the debt muft be leflened

gradually, by the beft management we can, out of

what wiii remain of the land and malt-taxes, afccr

paying guards and garrifons, and maintaining and

fiipplying our fleet in the time of peace. I have

not fkiU enough to compute what v/iil be left, after

thefe neceffary charges, towards annually clearing

fo vaft a debt ; but believe it muft be very little

:

however, it is plain that both thefe taxes muft be

continued, as well for fupporting the government

as becaufe we have no other means for paying off"

the principal. And fo likewife muft all the other

funds remain for paying the intereft. How long a

time this muft require, how fteddy an adminiftra-

tion, and how undifturbed a ftate of affairs, both

at home and abroad, let others determine.

However, fome people think all this very reafon-

able ; and that, fmce the ftruggle hath been for

peace and fafety, pofterity, which is to partake the

benefit, ought to fhare in the expence ; as if, at

the breaking out of this war, there had been fuch

a conjundure of aff"airs as never happened before,

Hor would ever happen again. It is wonderful

that our anceftors, in all their wars, (hould never

fall under fuch a neceffity ; that we meet no ex-

amples of it in Greece and Rome ; that no other na-

tion in Europe ever knew any thing like it, except

Spam about an hundred and twenty years ago,

when they drew it upon themfelves by their own

folly, and have fuftered for it ever fince ;
no doubt,

we faall teach pofterity wifdom, but they will be

K 4 apt
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apt to think the purchafe too dear, and I wifh thcjr

may {land to the bargain we have made in their

names.

It is eafy to entail debts on ft'.ccceding ages, and

to hope they will be able and willing to pay them ;

but how to enfure peace for any term oi years is

difficult enough to apprehend. Will human na-

ture ever ceafe to have the fame palTioiis, princes

to entertain defigns of intereft or ambition, and oc-

cafions of quarrel to arifc ? May not wc ourfclves,

by the variety of events and incidents which hap-

pen in the world, be under a neccflity of recover-

ing towns out of the very hands of thofe for whom
we are now ruining our country to take them ?

Neither can it be faid, that thofe y/^/i-x, with whom
•vve may probably differ, will be in as bad a condi-

tion as ourfelves j for, by the circumftances of our .

fituation, and the impofidons of car allies, vve are

more exhauftcd than either they or the enemy ;

and, by the nature of our government, the cor-

ruption of our manners, and the oppolltion of fac-

tions, we fnali be more flow in recovering.

It will, no doubt, be a mighty comfort to our

grand-children, when they fee a few rags hung up

in Wcjlmu»jler-hall^ which coft an hundred milli-

ons, whereof they are paying the arrears, to boaft,

as beggars do, that their grandfathers were rich

and great.

I have often reflected on that millaken notion of

credit, fo boafted of by the advocates cf the late

miniflry: Was not all that credit built upon funds

raifed
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raifed by the landed men, whom they now fo much

hate and defpife ? Is not the greateft part of thofe

funds raifed from the growth and produd: of land ?

Muft not the whole debt be entirely paid, and our

fleets and garrifons be maintained, by the land

and malt-tax after a peace ? If they call it credit to

run ten millions in debt without parliamentary fe-

curity, by v^^hich the publick is defrauded of almofc

half J I muft think fuch credit to be dangerous,

illegal, and perhaps treafonable. Neither hath any

thing gone further to ruin the nation than their

boafted credit. For my own part, M'hen I faw

this falfe credit fink, upon the change of the mi-

niftry, I was fmgular enough to conceive it a good

omen. It feemed as if the young extravagant heir

had got a new fteward, and was refolved to look

into his eftate before things grew defperate, which

made the ufurers forbear feeding him with money,

as they ufed to do.

Since the monied men are fo fond of war, I

ftiould be glad they would furnifli out one cam-
paign at their own charge : it is not above fix or

feven millions ; and I dare engage to make it out,

that, when they have done this, inftead of contri-

buting equal to the lauded men, they will have

their full principal and intereft at fix per cent, re-

maining of all the money they ever lent to the

government.

' Without this refource, or fome other equally

miraculous, it is impofhble for us to continue the

war upon the fame foot. I have already obfcrved,

that
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that the laft funds of intereft fell fhort above a mil-

lion, although the perfons moft converfant in ways

and means employed their utmoft invention ; fo

that, of nectfliry, we muft be Hill more defective

next campaign. But, perhaps, our allies will

make up this deficiency on our fi^c by greater ef-

forts on their own. Quite the contrary ; both the

Emperor and Holland failed this year in feveral ar-

ticles y ai>d fignifi.'d to us fome time ago. that they

cannot keep up to the fame proportions in the

next. We have gained a noble barrier for the lat-

ter, and they have nothing more to demand or de-

fire. The Emperor^ however fanguine he may

now afFefl to appear, will, I fuppofe, be fatisfied

with Naples^ Sicily, Milan, and his other acquifi-

tions, rather than engage in a long hopelefs war,

for the recovery of Spain, to which his allies the

Dittch will neither give their afliftance, nor con-

fent. So that, fmce we have done their bufinefs,

fmcc they have no further fervice for our arms,

and we have no more money to give them ; and

lafily, fince we neither defire any recompence, nor

cxpe£t any thanks, we ought in pity to be difmif-

fed, and have leave to (hift for ourfelves. They

are ripe for a peace, to enjoy and cultivate what we

have conquered for them ; and fo are we to reco-

ver, if poflible, the effects of their hardfhips upon

us. The fi:ft overtures from France are made to

England upon fale and honourable terms ; we, who

bore the burthen of the v.-ar, ought in reafon to

have the greatert iliare in making the peace. If vvg

do
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do not hearken to a peace, others certainly will,

and get the advantage of us there, as they have

' done in the war. We know the Dutch have per-

petually threatened us, that they would enter into

leparate nieafures of a peace ; and, by the ftrength

of that argument, as well as by othei' -powerful mo-

tives^ prevailed on thofe v/ho were then at the

helm, to comply with them on any terms, rather

than put an end to a war, which every year brought

them fuch great acceflions to their wealth and

power. Whoever falls off, a peace will follow

;

and then we muft be content with fuch conditions

as our allies, out of their great concern for our

fafety and intereft, will pleafe to chufe. They

have no further occafion for fighting, they have

gained their point, and they now tell us it is our

war \ fo that, in common juflice, it ought to be

our peace.

All we can propofe by the defperate fteps of

pawning our land or malt-tax, or erefling a gene-

ral excife, is only to raife a fund of interefl for

running us annually four millions further in debt,

without any profpedl of ending the war fo well

as we can do at prefent. And when we have funk

the only unengaged revenues we had left, our in-

cumbrances mud, of neceffity, remain perpetual.

We have hitherto lived upon expedients, which,

in time, will certainly deftroy any conftitution,

whether civil or natural \ and there was no coun-

try in Chrijlendorn^ had lefs occafion for them than

eurs. We have dieted a healthy body into a con-

fumption.
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fumption, by plying it with phyfick inftead of food.

Art will help us no longer, and, if we cannot re-

cover by letting the remains of nature work, we

mull inevitably die.

What arts have been ufed to pofTefs the people

with a flrong delufion, that Britdhi mufl: infallibly

be ruined, without the recovery of Spain to the

houfe of Jiijiria ? Making the fafety of a great and

powerful kingdom, as ours was then, to depend

unon an event, which, even after a war of mira-

culous fucceflcs, proves impradlicable. As if princes

and G;reat minifters could find no way of fettling

the public tranquillity, without changing the pof-

feflions of kingdoms, and forcing fovereigns upon

a people againft their inclinations. Is there no fe-

curity for the ifiand of Britain^ unlefs a king of

Spain be dethroned by the hands of his grand-

father? Has the enemy no cautionary towns and

fea-ports to give us for fecuring trade ? Can he not

ideliver us poffefiion of fuch places as would put

him in a worfe condition, whenever he fhould per-

fidioufly renew the war r The prefcnt king of

France has but few years to live by the courfe of

nature, and, doubtlefs, would deiire to end his

cays in peace. Grandfathers in private families

are not obferved to have great influence on their

grandfons ; and, I believe, they have much lefs

among princes j however, when the authority of a

parent is gone, is it likely that Philip will be di-

rected by a brother againft his own intereft, and

that of his fubjcils ? Have not thofe two realms

their
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their feparate maxims of policy, which mufl: ope-

rate in times of peace ? Thefe at leaft are probabi-

lities ; and cheaper, by fix millions a year, thaa

recovering Spairiy or continuing the war, botlx

which feem abfolutely impoflible.

But the common queftion is, if we muft now

furrender Spa'iti^ what have we been fighting for all

this while ? The anfwer is ready : we have been

fighting for the ruin of the public intereft, and the

advancement of a private. We have been fighting

to raife the v/ealth and grandeur of a particular fa-

mily ; to enrich ufurers and ftock-jobbers, and to

cultivate the pernicious defigns of a faclion by de-

ftroying the landed intereft. The nation begins

row to think thefe blejjings are not worth fighting

for any longer, and therefore defires a peace.

But the advocates on the other fide cry out, that

we might have had a better peace, than is now in

agitation, above two years ago. Suppofing this to

be true, I do aflert, that, by parity of reafon, we

muft expeit one juft fo much the v/orfe about two

years hence. If thofe in power could then have

given us a better peace, more is their infamy and

guilt, that they did not. Why did they infift upon

conditions, which they were certain would never

be granted ? We allov/, it was in their power to

have put a good end to the war, and left the na-

tion in fome hope of recovering itfelf. And this is

what we charge them with as anfwerable to God,

their country, and pofterity j that the bleeding

condition
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condition of their fellow-fubje<5ls was a feather in

the balance with their private ends.

When we offer to lament the heavy debts and

poverty of the nation, it is pleafant to hear fome

men anfwer all that can be iaid, by crying up the

powder of Englcmd^ the courage o^ England^ the in-

exhauftible riches of Etiglnnd. I have heard a [o]

man very fanguine upon this fubjedl, with a good

employment for life, and a hundred thoufand

pounds in the funds, bidding us take courage, and

•warranting, that all zvoidd go ivelL This is the

ftyle of men at cafe, ivbo lay heavy burthens upon

ethers, which they would ntt touch with one of their

fingers. I have known fome people fuch ill com-

puters, as to imagine the many millions in ftocks

and annuities are fo much real wealth in the na-

tion ; whereas every farthing of it is entirely loft

to us, fcattered in Holland, Germany, and Spain j

and the landed men, who now pay the intereft,

muft at laft pay the principal.

Fourthly, thofe who are againft any peace with-

out Spain, have, I doubr, been ill informed as to

the low condition of France, and the mighty con-

fequences of our fuccefles. As to the firft, it muft

be confefild, that, after the battle of Ramillies, the

French were fo difcouraged with their frequent

lolTes, and fo impatient for a peace, that their king

was refolved to comply upon any reafonable terms.

But when his fubj.-tls v/ere informed of our exor-

[oj The late lord Halifax.

bitant
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bitant demands, they grew jealous of his honour,

and were unanimous to aflift him in continuing the

war at any hazard, rather than fubmit. This fully

reftored his authority ; and the fupplies he hath re-

ceived from the Spanljh JVeJi- Indiesy which in all

are computed, fmce the war, to amount to four

hundred millions of livres, and all in fpeciey had

enabled him to pay his troops. Befides, the money

is fpent in his own country ; and he hath fmce

waged war in the moft thrifty manner by a£iing oa

the defenfive ; compounding with us every cara-

paic^n for a town, which cofts us fifty times more

than it is worth, either as to the value or the

confequences. Then he is at no charge for a fleet,

further than providing privateers, wherewith his

fubjecSs carry on a piratical war at their own ex-

pence, and he fhares in the profit j which hath been

very confiderable to France, and of infinite difad-

vantage to us, not only by the perpetual lofies we

have fufFered, to an immenfe value, but by the ge-

neral difcouragement of trade, on which we fo

much depend. All this confidered, with the cir-

cumftances of that government, where the prince

is mafter of the lives and fortunes of fo mighty a

kingdom, (hews that monarch not to be fo funk in

his affairs as we have imagined, and have long fiat-

tered ourfelves with the hopes of.

Thofe who are againit any peace without Spain^

feem likewife to have been miftaken in judging our

vi<3-ories, and other fuccefTes, to have been cf

greater confequence than they re«i!ly were.

When
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When our armies take a town in Flanders^ the

Dutch are immediately put into pojfejfion, and we at

home make bonfires. I have fometimes pitied the

deluded people, to fee them fquandering away their

fcwel to fo little purpofe. For example : what is

it to us that Bouchain is taken, about which the

warlike politicians of the cofFee-houfe make fuch a

clutter ? What, though the garrifon furrendered

prifoners of w^r, and in fight of the enemy ? We
are not now in a condition to be fed with points of

honour. What advantage have we, but that of

fpending three or four millions more to get another

town for the States, which may open them a new

country for contributions^ and increafe the perqui-

fites of the general ?

In that war of ten years under the late king,

when our commanders and foldiers were raw and

unexperienced, in comparifon of what they are at

prefent, we loft battles and towns, as well as we

pained them of late, fince thofe gentlemen have

better learned their trade ; yet we bore up then,

as the French do now : nor was there any thing de-

cifive in their fuccefles ; they grew weary as well

as we, and at laft confented to a peace, under

which we might have been happy enough, if it had

not been followed by that wife treaty of partition^

which revived the fl.ime that hath lafted ever fince.

I fee nothing elfe in the modern way of making

war, but that the fide, which can hold out longeft,

will end it with moft advantage. In fuch a clofe

country as Flanders, where it is carried on by fieges,

A the
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tlie army that adls offenfively is at a much greater

expence of men and money ; and there is hardly a

town taken, in the common forms, where the be-

fiegers have not the worfe of the bargain. I never

yet knew a foldier, who would not affirm, that any

town might be taken^ if you were content to be at

the charge. If you will count upon facrificing fo

much blood and treafure, the reft is all a regular,

eftablifbed method, which cannot fail. When the

king of France, in the times of his grandeur, fat

down before a town, his generals and engineers

would often fix the day when it fhould furrender

:

the enemy^ fenfible of all this, hath, for fome years

paft, avoided a battle, where he hath fo ill fuc-

ceeded, and taken a furer way to confume us, by

letting our courage evaporate againft ftones and

rubbifh, and facrificing a fingle town to a cam-

paign, which he can fo much better afford to lofe,

than we to take.

Laftly, thofe who are fo violent againft any peace^

without Spain being reftored to the houfe of Auf-

tria, have not, I believe, caft their eye upon a

cloud gathering in the north, which we have helped

to raife, and may quickly break in a ftorm upon

our heads.

The northern war hath been on foot almoft ever

fmce our breach with France. The fuccefs of it is

various ; but one efFedl to be apprehended was al-

ways the famej that fooner or later it would involve

us in its confequences ; and that whenever this

happened, let our fuccefs be never f9 great againft

Vol. IX. L France,
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France^ from that moment France would have the

advantage.

By our guarantee of the treaty of Travendally we

were obliged to hinder the king of Denmark from

engaging in a war with Siveden, It was, at that

time, underftood by all parties, ard fo declared

even by the Dr'itijh minirteis, that this engagement

fpecially regarded Denmark's not affifting king Au'

gu/ius. But however, if this had not been fo, yet

our obligation to Sweden flood in force, by virtue of

former treaties with that crown, which were all

revived and confirmed by a fubfcquent one con-

cluded at the Haguiy by Sir Jofeph IVilUamfon and

Monfieur Lilienrooty about the latter end of the

kind's reign.

However, the war in the north proceeded j and

our not afTifling Sweden was at leafl as well excufed

by the war which we were entangled in, as his not

contributing his contingent to the empire, whereof

he is a rricmber, was excufed by the prefTures he

lay under, having a confederacy to deal with.

In this war, the king of Sweden was vi6k)rious

;

and what dangers were we not then expofed to ?

What fears were we not in ? He marched into

Saxony ; and, if he had really been in the French

intereft, might at once put us under the greatefl

difficulties. But the torrent turned another away,

and he contented himfelf with impofing on his

enemy the treaty of Alt Rajiadt ; by which king

Augiifius makes an abfolute ceflion of the crown of

Poland, renounces any title to it, acknowledges

Stanijlaus ;
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Stanijlaus -,
and then both he and the king of Stve-

den'p'm in defiring the guarantee of England and

.Holland. The Queen did not indeed give this

guarantee in form ; but, as a fteps towards it, the

title of king was given to StanijQsus by a letter from

her majefty ; and the ftrongefl: afiurances were

given to the SiuedlJiJ minifler, in her niajefty's

name, and in a committee of council, that the

guarantee fliould fpcedily be granted 5 and that, in

the mean while, it was the fame thing as if the

forms were paffed.

In 1708, king Augujiui made the campaign in

Flanders: what meafures he might at ttiat time

take, or of what nature the arguments might be

that he made ufe of, is not knov;n : but immedi-

ately after he breaks through all he had done, mar-

ches into Poland^ and re-afFumes the crown.

After this we apprehend, that the peace of the

empire might be endangered ; and therefore en-

tered into an a61: of guarantee for the neutrality of

it. The king of Szueden refufed, upon feveral ac-

counts, to fubmit to the terms of this treaty ; par-

ticularly becaufe we went out of the empire to cover

Poland and 'Jutland^ but did not go out of it to

cover the territories of Szvcdcn.

Let us therefore confider what is our cafe at pre-

fent. If the king of Sivcdcn return and get the

better, he will think himfelf under no obligation

of having any regard to the interefts of the allies ;

but will naturally purfue, according to his own
expreffion, his enemy ivhsrever he find% hhn. In

.. L .2 this
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this Cafe, the corps of the neutrality is obIij:;fdto

oppofc him ; and To we aie engaged in a fecond

war, before the firfl be ended.

If the northern confederates fucceed agairift Swe"

deti, how fhall we be able to preferve the balance

of pov^er in the north, fo elTential to our trade, as

well as in many other refpe6ts ? What will become

of that great fupport of the protejlant tnterejl in

Germany^ which is the footing that the Swedes now
have in the empire ? Or who (hall anfwer, that

thcfe princes, after they have fettled the north to

their minds, may not take a fancy to look fouth-

ward, and mike our peace with France according

to their own fchcmes ?

And laftly, if the king of PruJJia^ the eledor of

Hanover y and other princes, whofe dominions lie

contiguous, be forced to draw from ihofe armies

which a6l again ft France, we rhuft live in hourly

expectation of having thofe troops recalled, which

they now leave with us ; and this recall may hap-

pen in the midft of a fiege, or on the eve of a bat-

tle. Is it theTefore our intereft to toil on in a rui-

nous war for an impraclicable end, till one of thcfc

cafes (hall happen, or to get under flielter befoie

the ftorm ?

There is no doubt but the prefent miniftry (pro-

vided they could get over the obligations of honour

and confcicnce) might find their advantage in ad-

vifing the continuance of the war, as well as the

laft did, although not in the fame degree after the

kingdom hath been fo much cxhaufted. They
mieht
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might prolong it, till the parliament deflre a peace

;

and, in the mean time, leave them in full polTelHon

of power. Therefore it is plain, that their pro-

ceedings at prefent are meant to ferve their country

dire6lly againft their private intereft j whatever

clamour may be r^ifed by thofe, who, for the vileft

ends, would remove heaven and earth to oppofe

their meafures. But they think it infinitely better

to accept fuch terms as will fecure our trade, find

a fufficient barrier for the States^ give reafonablefa-

thfa6iion to the Emperor^ and reftore the tranquil-

lity of Europe^ although without adding ^pa'in to

the empire ; rather than go on in a languifhing

way, upon the vain expe£lation of fome improbable

turn for the recovery of that monarchy out of the

Bourbon family ; and at laft be forced to a worfe

peace, by fome of the allies falling off, upon our

utter inability to continue the war.

L 3 SOME
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PREFACE.
WHEN I publifhed the dlfcourfe palled

The Condua of the Allies^ I had thoughts

either of inferting or annexing the Barrier-treaty

at leno-th, with fuch obfervations as I conceived

might be ufeful for public information : but that

difcourfe taking up more room than I defigned,

after my utmoft endeavours to abbreviate it, 1 con-

tented myfelf only with making fome few reflexions

upon that famous treaty^ fufficient, as I thought,

to anfwer the defign of my book. I have fince

heard, that my readers in general feemed to wifh

I had been more particular, and have difcovered an

impatience to have that treaty made public, efpe-

cially fince it hath been laid before the Houfe of

Qommons,

That I may give fome light to the reader, who

is not well verfed in thofe affairs, he may pleafe to

know that a projeft for a treaty of barrier with the

Ztates was tranlmitied hither from Holland \ but

being difapproved of by our court in feveial parts,

a new proje£l or fcheme of a treaty was drawn up

here with many additions and alterations. This

laft was called The Counter-project ; and was the

meafure, whereby the nuke of Marlborough and my
lord Townjhend were commanded and inftruded to

proceed in negotiating a treaty of Barrier with the

States^

I have
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I have added a tranflation of this Comiter-projeSi

in thofe articles where it differs from the Barrier-

treaty^ that the reader, by co:p.paring them toge-

ther, may judge how punctually thofe negotiators

obferved tli::ir in'lrucSlions. I have likewifc fub-

joined the fcn'iments of prince Eugene of Savoy^ and

the count De Sinzendorf, relating to this treaty,

writ.en (I fuppofe) while it was negotiating. And

kftlv, I have added a copy of the rcprcfcntation of

the Britip merchants at Bruges, fignifying what

inconvtniencies they already felt, and further ap-

prehended, from this Barrier- treaty.

S O M E :
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BARRIER T R E A T Y, Gfr.

IMAGINE a reafonable perfon in China read-

ing the following treaty, and one who was ig-

norant of our affairs, or our geography : he would

conceive their high mightinefles the States-general

to be fome vaft powerful commonwealth, like that

of Rome ; and Her Majesty to be a petty prince,

like one of thofe to whom that republick would

fometimes fend a diadem for a prefent, when they

behaved themfelves well, otherwife could depofe at

pleafure, and place whom they thought fit in his

l^ead. Such a man would fink, that the States had

taken our prince and us into their /)ra/^^/iJ« ; and,

in return, honoured us fo far, as to make ufe of

our troops as fome fmall affiftance in their con-

quefts, and the enlargement of their empire, or to

prevent the incurfions of Barbarians upon fome of

their out-lying provinces. But how muft it found

in an European ear, that Great-Britain^ after main-

taining a war for fo many years, v/ith fo much

glory and fuccefs, and fuch prodigious expence,

after faving the Empire, Holland^ and Portugal^ and

aimed
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almoft recovering Spain, (hould, towards fie dofc

of a war, enter into a treaty with fcven Dutch pro-

vinces, to fecure to them a dominion large than

their own, which {he had conquered for them; to

undertake for a great deal more, without ftipulating

the leaft advantage for herfelf ; and accept, as an

equivalent, the mean condition of thofe States

aflifling to preferve the Queen on the throne,

whom, by God's affiftancc, {he is able to defend

againft all her majefly's enemies and allies put toge-

ther ?

Such a wild ba^^gain could never have been made

for us, if the States had not found it their intereft

to ufe very powerful motives with the chief advi-

fers (I fay nothing of the perfon immediately em-

ployed) ; and if a party here at home had not been

refolved, for ends and purpofes very well known,

to continue the war as long as they had any occa-

{ion for it.

The Counter-pro]ei^ of this treaty, made here at

London^ was bad enough in all conlcience : I have

laid fom;.thing of it in the preface '^
her mi'jefty's

minifters were inftrudled to proceed by it in thtir

negotiation. There was one point in that project,

which would have been of confequence to Britain,

and one or two more where the advantages of the

States were not fo very exorbitant, and where

fome care was taken of the houfe of Aujlria. Is

it pofliblc, that our good allies andfriends could not

be brought to any terms with us, unltfs by (hiking

out every particular that might do us any good,

and
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and adding ftill more to thofe whereby fo much

was already granted? For inftance, the article

about demoliftiing Dunkirk furely might have re-

mained ; which was of fome benefit to the States^

as well as of mighty advantage to us ; and which

the French king hath lately yielded in one of his

preliminaries, although clogged with the demand

of an equivalent, which will owe its difficulty only

to this treaty.

But let me now confider the treaty itfelf :
Among

the one and twenty articles, of which it Connfts,

only two have any relation to us, importing that

the Dutch are to be guarantees of our fucceffion,

and are not to enter into any treaty until the

Queen is acknowledged by France. We knov^

very well, that it is in confequence the intereft of

the States as much as ours, that Britain Ihould be

governed by a protejiant prince. Befides, what is

there more in this guarantee, than in all common

leagues ofFenfive and defenfive between two powers,

where each is obliged to defend the other againft

any invader with all there ftrength ? Such was the

grand alliance between the Emperor, Britain, and

Holland; which was, or ought to have been, as

good a guarantee of our fucceffion to all intents

and p-urpofes, as this in the Barrier-treaty, and the

mutual engagements in fuch alliances have been al-

ways reckoned fufficient without any feparate bene-

fit tt) either party.

It is, no doubt, for the intereft of Britain, that

the States (hould have a fuiHcient barrier againft

France j
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France ; but their high mightincfles, for fome years

paft, have put a different meaning upon the word

barrier, from what it formerly ufed to bear when
-applied to them. When the late king was prince

of Orange, and commanded their armies againft

France, it was never once imagined, that any of the

towns tiikcn (hould belong to the Dutch; they

were all immediately delivered up to their lawful

monarch j and Flanders was only a barrier to Hol-

land, as it was in the hands of Spain, rather than

France. So in the grand .alliance of 1701, the fe-

veral powers promifing to endeavour to recover

Flanders for a barrier, was underftood to be the re-

covering thofe provinces to the king of Spain ; but

in this treaty the ftyle is wholly changed : here are

about twenty towns and forts of great importance,

with their chatellanies and dependencies (which

dependencies are likewife to be enlarged as much
as poflible) and the whole revenues of them to be

under the perpetual military government of the

Dutch, by which that republic will be entirely

mafter of the richeft part of all Flanders ; and upon

any appearance of war, they may put their gar-

rifons into any other place of the Low- countries
;

and farther, the king of Spain is to give them a re-

venue of four hundred thoufand crowns a year to

enable them to maintain thofe garrifons.

Why (hould we wonder that the Dutch are in-

clined to perpetuate the war, when, by an article

in this treaty, the king of Spain is not to pojjefs one

fmgle toiun in the Low-countries, until a peace be

2 made P
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madeP The duke of Jnjou, at the beginning of this

war, maintained fix and thirty thoufand men out

of thofe Spayiijh provinces he then poflefled : to

which if we add the many towns fmce taken,

which were not in the late king of Spain's pofTelTion

at the time of his death, with all their territories

and dependencies ; it is vifible what forces the

States may be able to keep, even without any charge

to their peculiar dominions.

The towns and chatellarties of this barrier always

maintained their garrifons, when they were in the

hands of France; and, as it is reported, returned a

confiderable fum of money into the king's cofFers ;

yet the kingdom of Spain is obliged, by this treaty

(as we have already obfcrved), to add over and

above a revenue of four hundred thoufand crowns

a year. We know likewife, that a great part of

the revenue of the Spanijh Netherlands is already-

pawned to the States ; fo that, after a peace, no-

thing will be left to the fovereign, nor will the

people be much eafed of the taxes they at prefent

labour under.

Thus the States, by virtue of this Barrier-treaty^

will, in efFed, be abiblute fovereigns of all Flanders^

and of the whole revenues of the utmoft ejctent.

And here I cannot, without fome contempt,

take notice of a fort of reafoning ofi-ered by feveral

people; that the many towns v/e have taken for

the Dutch are of no advantage, becaufo the whole

revenues of thofe towns are fpent in maintaining

them. For firft, the fad is manileftly falfe, pnrti-

culariv
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cularly as to LiJIe and forhe others. Secondly, the

States^ after a peace, are to have four hundred

thoufand crowns a year out of the remainder of

Flanders^ which is then to be left to Spain, And
laftly, fuppofe all thefe acquired dominions will not

bring a penny irtto their treafury, what can b6 of

greater confequence, than to be able to maintain a

mighty army out of their new conquefts, which

before they always did by taxing their natural fub-

jeds ?

How {hall we be able to anfwer it to king:

Charles II. that, while we pretend to endeavour re-

ftoring him to the entire monarchy of Spaitiy we
join, at the fame time, with the Dutch to deprrve

him of his natural right to the Low-countries f

But fuppofe by a Dutch barrier muft now be uff-

tlerftood only what is to be in pofleflion of the

States ;
yet, even under this acceptation of the

word, nothing was originally meant except a barrier

againft France; whereas feveral towns, demanded
by the Dutch in this treaty, can be of no ufe at all

in fuch a larrier. And this is the fentiment even

of prince Eugene himfelf (the prefent oracle and
idol of the party here) who fays, that Dendermond,
Oftend, and the cajlle of Gand, do in no fort belong

to the harrier ; nor can be of other ufe^ than to make
the States-general ma/lers of the Low-countrres, and
hinder their trade with England, And further

:

that thofe zuho are acquainted with the country know
very well, that to fortify Lier a7id Halle can give no

fcciirity to the States as a barrier^ but only raife a

jealoufy
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jealoufy in the people^ that thofe places are only forti"

fied in order to block up Bruflels, and the other great

/5zy»i' c/" Brabant.

In thofe towns of Flanders, where the Dutch are

to have garrifons, but the ecclefiaftical and civil

power to remain to the king of Spain after a peace,

the States have power to fend arms, ammunition,

and vidluals, without paying cuftoms ; under which

pretence, they will engrofs the whole trade of thofe

towns, exclufive of all other nations.

This prince ^w^^-w^ lilcewite forefaw ; and, in his

obfervations upon this treaty, here annexed, pro-

pofed a remedy for it.

And if the Dutch (hall pleafe to think, that the

whole Spanijh Netherlands are not a fufficient bar-

rier for them, I know no remedy from the words

of this treaty, but that we muft ftill go on and

conquer for them as long as they pleafe. For the

Queen is obliged, whenever a peace is treated, to

procure for them 'whatever Jhall be thought necejfary

befides ; and where their neceffity will terminate, is

not very eafy to forefee.

Could any of her majefty's fubjefts conceive,

that, in thofe very towns we have taken for the

Dutch, and given into their pofleffion as a barrier^

either the States fhould demand, or our minijlen

allow, that the fubjetSls of Britain fhould, in re-

fpe£t to their trade, be ufed worfe, than they were

under the late king of Spain ? yet this is the fa6t,

as monftrous as it appears : all goods going to or

coming from Newport, or OJiend, are to pay the

Vol. IX. M fame
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fame duties, as thofe that pafs by the Schcld under

the Dutch (orts : and this, in effect, is to fliut out

all other nations from trading to Flanders. The
Englijh merchants at Bruges complain, that, after

they have paid the king i?/' Spain's dutyfor goods ini'

ported at Oftend, the fame goo's are made liable to

further duties^ tuhen they are carriedfrom thence into

the towns of the Dutch nciu conquejls-y and defire

only the fame privileges of trade they had before the

death of the laie king of Spain, Charles II. And, in

confequence of this treaty, the Dutch have already

taken off eight per cent, from all goods they fend

to the Spajii/Jj Flanders, but left it ilill ujwn us.

But what is very furprizing, in the very fame

article, where cur goodfriends and allies are wholly

fhutting us out from trading in thofe towns we
have conquered for them with fo much blood and

treafure, the Queen is obliged to procure, that

the States fhall be ufed as favourably in their trade

over all the king of Spain's dominions, as her owa
fuhjedts, or as the people moji favoured. This I

humbly conceive to be perfe£l boys play; crofs 1

rvin, and pile [p] you lofe, or what's yours is fnine,

and zuhat's mine is my own. Now, if it (hould hap-

pen, that in a treaty of peace fume ports or towns

{hould be yielded us for the fecurity of our trade,

in any part of the Spanijh dominions at how great

a diftnnce foever, I fuppofe the Dutch would go on

f/>] The two fules of our coin were once nominally dillinguiflied

by iioji and //A, ;;s tJicy are now by Lcadi and lails,

with
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with their hoys play, and challenge half by virtue of

that article : or would they be content with the

military government and revenues, and reckon

them among what JJmll be thought necejfary for their

barrier ?

This prodigious article is introduced as fubfe-

quent to the treaty of Munjler, made about the

year 1648, at the time when England wzs in the

utmoft confufion, and very much to our difadvan-

tage. Thofe parts in that treaty, fo unjuft in

themfelves, and fo prejudicial to our trade, ought,

in reafon, to have been remitted rather than con-

firmed upon us for the time to come. But this is

Dutch partnerfhip ; to fhare in all our beneficial bar-

gains^ and exclude us wholly from theirs, even

from thofe which we have got for them.

In one part of The Conduii of the Allies, &:c.

among other remarks upon this treaty I make it a

queftion, whether it were right, in point of policy

or prudence, to call in a foreign power to be a

guarantee to our fucceflion ; becaufe, by that

means, we put it out of the poiver of our legifiature to

alter the fuccejfion, how much foever the necejfity of the

kingdom may require it [ql P To comply with the

cautions of fome people, I explained my meaning in

the following editions, I was affured, that my lord

chief-julHce affirmed, that paffage was treafon..

One of m.y anfwerers, I think, decides as favour-

ably ; and I am told, that paragraph was read very

[?] Pag- 97-

M 2 lajtely.
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lately, during a debate, with a comment in very

injurious terms, which perhaps might have been

fparcd. That the legiflaturc fhould have power to

change the fucccflion, whenever the neceflities of

the kingdom require, is fo very ufeful towards pre-

ferving our rcHgion and liberty, that I know not

how to recant. The worfl: of this opinion is, that

at firft fight it appears to be wh'iggijh ; but the

diftindtion is thus : The %vhigs are for changing the

fucceffion when they think fit, although the entire

legiflature do not confent ; I think it ought never

to be done but upon great neccflity, and that with

the fandtion of the whole legiflature. Do thefe gen-

tlemen of revolution principles think it impoflible,

that we fhould ever have occafion again to change

our fucceflion ? And, if fuch an incident fhould

fall out, muft we have no remedy until the feven

provinces will give their confent ? Suppofe that this

virulent party among us were as able, as fome are

willingj to raife a rebellion for re-inflating them in

power, and would apply themfelves to the Dutch,

as guarantees of our fucceffion, to affifl them with

all their force, under pretence that the Queen and

miniflry, a great majority of both houfcs, and the

bulk of the people, were for bringing over France^

popery, and the pretender ? Their high mightinejjcs

would, as I take it, be fole judges of the contro-

verfy, and probably decide it fo well, that, in fome

time, we might have the happinefs of becoming a

province to Holland. I am humbly of opinion,

that there arc two qualities necefTary to a reader

before
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before his judgment fhould be allowed; thefe are,

common honefty, and common fenfe ; and that no

man could have mifreprefented that paragraph in

my difcourfe, unlefs he were utterly deftitute of

one, or both.

The prefumptive fucceflbr, and her immediate

heirs, have fo eftablifhed a reputation in the world

for their piety, wifdom, and humanity, that no

neceflxty of this kind is like to appear in their days

;

but I muft ftill infift, that it is a diminution to the

independency of the imperial crown of Great-

Britain, to call at every door for help to put our

laws in execution, And we ought to confider,

that if, in ages to come, fuch a prince (hould hap-

pen to be in fucceffion to our throne, as ftiould be

entirely unable to govern ; that very motive might

incline our guarantees to fupport him, the more

efFeaually to bring the rivals of their trade into

confufion and diforder.

But to return ; the Queen is here put under

the unreafonable obligation of being guarantee of

the whole Barrier-treaty ; of the Dutch having pof-

feffion of the faid barrier, and the revenues thereof

before a peace; of the payment of four hundred

thoufand crowns by the king of Spain', that the

States fhall pofTefs the barrier, even before king

Charles is in pofleflion of the Spanijh ^Netherlands ;

although, by the fifth article of the grand alliance,

her majefty is under no obligation to do any thing

of this nature, except in a general treaty.

M 3 All
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All kings, princes, and ftatcs are invited to enter

into this treaty, and to be guarantees of its execu-

tion. This article, though very frequent in trea-

ties, fecms to look very oddly in that of the barrier.

Pojjifh piinces are here among others to become

guarantees of our proteftant fucceflion ; every petty

prince in Gcrrnany muft be intreated to preferve the

Queen of Great-Britain upon her throne. The
king of Spain is invited particularly, and by name,

to become guarantee of the execution of a treaty,

by which his allies, who preiend to fight his battles

and recover his dominions, ftrip him, in efFe£t, of

all his ten provinces ; a clear reafon why they never

fent any forces to Spain, and why the obligation,

not to enter into a treaty of peace with France un-

til that entire monarchy was yielded as a prelimi-

nary, was (truck out of the counter-projeft by the

Dutch. They fought only in Flanders, becaufe

there they only fought for themfelves. King Charles

muft needs accep: this invitation very kindly, and

ftand by with great fatisfaclion, while the Belgic

lion divides the prey, and afligns It all to himfelf.

I remember there was a parcel of foldiers, who rob-

bed a farmer of his poultry, and then made him

\\z\t at table, while they devoured his vidluals

without giving him a morfel ; and, upon his ex-

poftulatlng, h^d only for anfwer. Why, firrah, are

we not come here to protect you ? And thus much

for his generous invitation to all kings and princes

to lend their afiiftance, and become guarantees out

of
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of pure good-nature for fecuring Flanders to the

Dutch.

In the treaty of Ryfwzck, no care was taken to

.oblige the French king to acknowledge the right of

fucc'^eflion in her prefent majefty ;
for want of

which point being then fettled, France refufed to

acknowledge her for Queen of Great-Britain after

the late king's death. This unaccountable negleft

.{if it were a negled) is here called an omiffi-

on [r], and care is taken to fupply it in the next

general treaty of peace. I mention this occafion-

ally, becaufe I have fome ftubborn doubts within

me, whether it were a wilful omiflion or no.

Neither do I herein reflea in the leaft upon the

memory of his late majefty, whom I entirely ac-

quit of any imputation upon this matter. But

when I recollea the behaviour, the language, and

the principles of fome certain perfons in thofe days,

and compare them v/ith that omiflion ; I am tempt-

ed to draw fome conclufions, which a certain party

would be more ready to call falfe and malicious,

than to prove them fo.

I muft here take leave (becaufe it will not other-

wife fall in my way) to fay a few words in retura

to a gentleman, I know not of what charader or

calling, who hath done me the honour to write

three difcourfes againft that treatife of TJu Condua

of the Allies, &c. and promifes, for my comfort, to

conclude all in a fourth. I pity anfwerers with all

[r] Article XX.
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my heart, for the many difadvantages they lie un-

der. My book did a world of mifchief (as he calls

it) before his firft part could poflibly co^e out

;

and (o went on through the kingdom, while his

limped flowly after; and, if it arrived at all, it was

too late ; for people's opinions were already fixed.

His manner of anfwering me is thus : of thofe fatts

which he pretends to examine, fome he refolutely

denies, others he endeavours to extenuate, and the

reft he diftorts with fuch unnatural turns, that I

would engage, by the fame method, to difprove

any hiftory either ancient or modern. Then the

•whole is interlarded with a thoufand injurious epi-

thets and appellations, which heavy writers are

forced to make ufe of, as a fupply for that want of

fpirit and genius they are not born to : yet, after

all, he allows a very great point for which I con-

tend, confefling in plain words, that the burthen

of the war hath chiefly lain upon us ; and thinks it

lufficient for the Dzdch, that, next to Englandy they

have borne the greateft (hare. And is not this the

great grievance of which the whole kingdom com-

plains ? I am inclined to think that my intelligence

was at leaft as good as his ; and fome of it, I can

aflure him, came from perlbns of his own party,

although, perhaps, not altogether fo inflamed.

Hitherto therefore the matter is prettv equal, and

the world may believe him or me as they pleafe.

Bur, I think, the great point of controverfy be-

tween us is, whether the effects and confequences

of things follow better from his premifes or mine ?

5 And
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And there I will not be fatisncd, unlefs he will

allow the whole advantage to be on my fide. Here

is a flourifliing kingdom brought to the brink of

ruin by a moil fuccefsful and glorious war of ten

years, under an able, diligent, and loyal miniftry

;

a mofl faithful, jurt, and generous commander,

and in conjuncStion with the moft hearty, reafon-

able, and hnccre allies. This is the cafe, as that

author reprefents it. I have heard a ftory, I

think it was of the duke of *^/*, who playing at

hazard at the groom-porters in much company, held

in a great many hands together, and drew a huge

heap of gold j but, in the heat of play, never ob-

ferved a {liarper, who came once or twice under his

arm, and fwept a great deal of it into his hat ; the

company thought it had been one of his fcrvants.

When the duke's hand was out, they were talking

how much he had won. Yes, faid he, 1 held in.

very long ;
yet, methinks I have won but very lit-

tle. They told him his Servant had got the reft

in his hat; and then he found he was cheated.

It hath been my good fortune to fee the moft

important fails that I have advanced juftified by

the public voice -, which, let this author do what

he can, will incline the world to believe, that I

may be right in the reft. And I folemnly declare,

that I have not wilfully committed the leaft mif-

take. I ftopt the fecond edition, and made all

pofiible enquiries among thofe who I thought could

beft inform me, in order to correft any error I

could hear of; I did the fame to the third and

fourth
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fourth editions, ani then left the printer to his li>c

berty. This 1 take for a more efFeclual anfwer to

all cavils, than an hundred pages of controverfy.

But what difgufts mc from having any thing to

^o with the race of anfwer-jobbers, is, that they

have no fort of confcience in their dealings : to

give one inftance in this gentleman's third part,

which I have been lately looking into. When i

talk of the moft petty princes, he fays, that I mean
crowned heads ; when I fay the foldicrs of thofe

petty princes are ready to rob or flarve at home, he

,fays, I call kings and crowned heads robbers and

highwaymen. This is what the whigs call anfwer-

tng a book.

I cannot omit one particular concerning this au-

thor, who is fo pofuive in aflcrting his own fadls,

and contradidling mine; he affirms, that the bufi-

nefs of Toulon was difcovered by the clerk of a

certain great man, who was then fecretary of (late.

It is neither wife, nor for the credit of his party,

to put us in mind of that fecretary, or of that

clerk ; however, fo it happens, that nothing relat-

ing to the affair of Toulon did ever pafs through

that fecretary 's office : which I here affirm with

great phlegm, leaving the epithets of falfe, fcandal-

ous, villainous, and the reft, to the author and his

fellows.

But to leave this author; let us confider the

confequence of our triumphs, upon which fome fet

fo great a value, as to think that nothing Icfs than

t,he crown cajn be a fuffic^cnt reward for the merit

of
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©f the general. We have not enlarged our domi-

nions by one foot of land : our trade, which made

us confiderable in the world, is either given up by

treaties, or clogged with duties, which interrupt

and daily leflen it. We fee the whole nation groan-

ing under exceiHve taxes of all forts, to raife three

millions of money for payment of the intereft of

thofe debts we have contradled. Let us look, upon

the reverfe of the medal ; we fliall fee our neigh-

bours, Vv^ho, in their utmofl: diflrefs, called for our

afnflance, become, by this treaty, even in time of

peace, mafters of a more confiderable country than

their own ; in a condition to flrike terror into us,

with fifty thoufand veterans ready to invade us from

that country which we have conquered for them ;

and to commit infolent hoftilities upon us in all

other parts, as they have lately done in the Euji-

Indies.

THE



T H E

BARPvIER TREATY
BETWEEN

Her Majesty and the States-
General.

TTE R rnajefty the QuEEN of Great-Britain and

the lords the States-general of the United pro-

vinces^ having confidered how tnuch it concerns the quiet

andfecurity of their kingdoms andflates^ and the pub-

lie tranquillity^ to maintain and to fccure on one fulcy

the fucceffton to the crown o/" Great- Britain in fuch

manner as it is now e/iablified by the laws of the king-

dan ; and on the other fide^ that the States-general

of the United provinces Jhould have aflrong andfuffi-

cient barrier againjl France, and others who woidd

fwprize or attack the?n : and her majcfly and the

States-general apprehending., with jujl reafon, the

troubles and the mifchiefs which may happen in relation

to this fuccejfion^ if at any time there Jhould be any

perfon^ or any poxver^ who Jliould call it in qucjiion ;

and that the countries and flates of the faid lords the

States-general were not furni/ljed with fuch a bar-

rier : For thefe faid reafons her faid majefly the

Queen of Great-Britain, although in the vigour of
her age, and enjoying perfect health (in which may
God preferve her many years) out of an effect of her

ufual prudence and piety, has thought ft to enter with

the States-general cf the United provinces into a par-

ticidsr
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tlcular allia?2ce and confederacy ; the principal end and

only aim of which Jhall be the public quiet and trau"

quillity ; and to prevent^ by meafures taken in timcy

all the events which might one day excite new war. It

is with this vieiv^ that her Britifti majefly has given

her full power to agree upon fame articles of a treaty

y

in addition to the treaties and alliances that Jhe hath

already ivith the lords the States-general of the United

provinces, to her ambaffador extraordinary and pleni-

potentiary, Charles, vifcount Townfliend, baron of

Lyme-Regis, privy counfellor to her Britifli majefly^

captain of her majejlys yeomen of the guard, and her

lieutenant in the county of Norfolk ; and the lords the

States-general of the United provinces, the fieur John*-

de Welderen, lord c/ Valburgh, great bailiff of the

Lower Betewe, of the body of the nobility of the pro-

vince of Guelder j Frederick, baron of Reede, lord

of Lier, St. Anthony, and T'er Lee, of the order

of the nobility of the province of Holland a7id Weft-

Friezeland ; Anthony Heinfius, counfellor-penfonary

of the province of Holland and Weft-Friezeland,

keeper of the great feal, and fuper-intendant ofthefiefs

of the farne province ; Cornelius Van Gheet, lord of

Spranbrook, Bulkeftyen, l^c. Gedeon Hoeuft,-

canon of the chapter of the church of St. Peter at

Utrecht, and ele^ed counfellor in theflates of the pro-

vince of Utrecht; Haflel Van Sm'imz, fecretary of

the chamber of the accounts of the province of Frieze-

land ; Erneft Itterfum, lord of OReihof, of the body

of the nobility of the province of OveryfTel j and

Wicher VVichers, fenator of the city (?/~Groningen ;

all
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all deputies to the ajjemhly of thefaid lords the States-

general 071 the one part, rcfpeclivcly of the province of
Guelder, Holland, Weft-Friezeland, Zeland, U-
trecht, Friezeland, Overyflel and Groningen, and
Ommelands, zvho^ by virtue of their full powers^ have

agreed upon the following articles

:

ARTICLE I.

THE treaties of peace, friendfhip, alliance,

and confederacy between her Britannic ma-
jefty and the States-general of the United provinces

fhall be approved and confirmed by the prefent

treaty, and fhall remain in their former force and

vigour as if they v/ere inferted word for word.

ARTICLE 11.

The fucccffion to the crown of England having

been fettled by an aft of parliament, pafled the

twelfth year of the reign of his late majefty king

IVilliam III. the title of which is, Jn aSifor the

further limitatian of the croivn, and better fecuring the

rights and liberties of the fnbjeSl 'y and lately, in the

fixth year of the reign of her prefent majefty, this

fucceflion having been again eftabliftied and con-

firmed, by another a6t made for the greater fecurity

of her majefty's perfon and government, and the

fucceflion to the crown of Great-Britain^ &c. in

the line of the moft ferene houfe of Hanover, and

in the perfon of the princefs Sophia, and of her

heirs, fuccefTors, and defcendants, male and female,

already born or to be born : and although no power

hath
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hath any right to oppofe the laws made upon this

fubjeft by the crown and parliament of Greats

Britain; if it ftiall happen, neverthelefs, that, un-

der any pretence, or by any caufe whatever, any

perfon or any power or ftate may pieiend to difpute

the eftablifliment which the parliament hath made

of the aforefaid fiicceffion, in the moft ferene houfe

of Hanover, to oppofe the laid fucceffion, to afiift

or favour thofe who may oppofe it, whether dt-

really or indirectly, by open war, or by fomenting

feditions and confpiracies againft her or him to

whom the crown of Great- Britain fhall defcend,

according to the a<Sts aforefaid ; the States-general

engage and promife to aflift and maintain, in the

faid fucceflion, her or him to whom it {hall belong,

by virtue of the faid a£ts of parliament, to aflift

them in taking pofleuion, if they (hould not be in

aftual pofTeflion, and to oppofe thofe who would

difturb them in the taking of fuch pufleflion, or in

the a6tual pofTeflion of the aforefaid fuccefllon.

ARTICLE Iir.

Her faid majefly and the States-general^ in con-

fequence of the fifth article of the alliance con-

cluded between the Emperor, the late kino- of

Grtat-Britain^ and the States general, the feventh

cf September 1 70 1, will employ all their force to re-

cover the refl of the Spanijb Loiu-countries,

A R T I-
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ARTICLE IV.

And further, they will endeavour to conquer as

many towns and forts as they can, in order to their

being a barrier and fecurity to the faid Slates.

ARTICLE V.

And whereas, according to the ninth article of

the faid alliance, it is to be agreed, amongft other

matters, how and in what manner the Siaies iliall

be made fafe by means of this barrier, the Queen
oi Great-Britain will ufe her endeavours to procure

that, in the treaty of peace, it may be agreed, that

all tlie Spanijh Lotv- countries^ and what elfe may

be found neceflary, whether conquered or uncon-

quered places, {hall fcrve as a barrier to the States.

ARTICLE VI.

That, to this end, their high mightinefTes fliall

have the liberty to put and keep garrifon, to change,

auo^ment, and diminifh it as they fhall judge pro-

per, in the places following : namely, Netvporty

Fumes, with the fort of Knocke, Ypresy Menin, the

town and citadel of LiJIe, Tournay, and its citadel,

Conde, Valenciennes ; and the places which fhall

from hence forward be conquered from France^

MauheugCy Charleroy, Namiir, and its citadel, tier,

Halley to fortify the ports of Perle, Philippe^

Dammey the caftle of Gandy and Dendermonde. The

fort of St. DonaSy being joined to the fortification

of the Sluce, and being entirely incorporated with

it.
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it, fhall remain and be yielded in property to the

States. The fort of Rodenhuyfe^ on this fide Gandy

(hall be deniolifhed.

ARTICLE Vir.

The faid States-general may, in cafe of an appa-

rent attack, or war, put as many troops as they {hall

think neceifary in all the towns, places, and forts

in the Spanifn Low-countries, where the reafon of

war fhall require it.

ARTICLE VIII.

They may likewife fend into the towns, forts,

and places, where they lliall have their garrifons

(without any hindrance, and without paying any

duties), provifions, ammunitions of war, arms, and

artillery, materials for the fortifications, and all

that (hall be found convenient and necefTary for the

faid garrifons and fortifications.

ARTICLE IX.

The faid States-general fhall alfo have liberty to

appoint, in the towns, forts, and places, of their

barrier mentioned in the fore^oino; fixth article-

where they may have garrifons, fuch governors and

commanders, majors, and other officers, as they fhall

find proper, who fliall not be fubje£l to any other

orders, whatfoever they may be, or from whence
foever they may come, relating to the fecurity and

military government of the faid places, but only to

thofe of their high mightinelfcs (exclufive of all

Vol. IX. N others)

;
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others); (till preferving the rights and privileges,

as well ecclefiaftical as political, of king Charles

the third.

ARTICLE X.

That, bcfidcs, the States (hall have liberty to for-

tify the faid towns, places, and forts, which belong

to them, and repair the fortifications of them in

fuch manner as they (hall judge neccflary ; and

further to do whatever (hall be ufeful for their de-

fence.

ARTICLE XI.

It is agreed, that the States-general (hall have

all the revenues of the towns, places, jurifdidions,

and their dependencies, which they (hall have for

their barrier from France^ which were not in the

poffeflion of the crown of Spain at the time of the

death of the laie king Charles II ; and befi<les, a mil-

lion of livres lliall be fettled for the payment of one

hundred thoufand crowns every three months out

of the cleareft revenues of the Spani/l) Loiv- countries^

which the faid king was then in pofTeflion of j both

which are for maintaining the garrifons of the States,

and for fupplying the fortifications, as alfo the ma-

gazines, and other neceflary expences, in the to)vns

and places above-mentioned. And that the f^ud re-

venues may be fufficient to fupport thefc expences,

endeavours (hail be ufed for enlarging the dependen-

cies and jurifdiilions aforefaid as much as poflible;

and particularly for including, with the jurifdi6>ion

of TpreSi that of CaJJely and the foreit of Neipe ;

and.
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with the jurifdidion of L'ljle^ the jurifdiclion of

Doiiay^ both having been fo joined before the

prefent war.

ARTICLE XII.

That no town, fort, place, or country of the

Spanijh Low-countries^ (hall be granted, transferredj,

or ffiven, or defcend to the crown oi France ^ or any

of the line of France^ neither by virtue of any gift,

fale, exchange, marriage, agreement, inheritance,

fucceflion by will, or through want of vi^ill, from

no title whatfoever, nor in any other manner

whatfoever, nor be put into the power, or under

the authority, of the moil Chriftian king, or any

one of the line of France.

ARTICLE XIIL

And whereas the faid States-general^m confequence

of the ninth article of the faid alliance, are to make

a convention or treaty with king Charles the third,

for putting the States in a condition of fafety by

means of the faid barrier, the Queent of Great Bri-

tain will do v/hat depends upon her, that all the

foregoing particulars, relating to the barrier of the

Statesy may be inferted in the aforefaid treaty or

convention j and that her faid majefty will continue

her good offices, until the above-mentioned conven-

tion, between the States and the faid king Charles

the third, be concluded, agreeably to what is be-

fore mentioned ; and that her majefty will be gua«

rantee of the faid treaty or convention.

N 2 A R T I-
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ARTICLE XIV.

And that the faid States may enjoy, from hence-

forward, as much as poflible, a barrier for the

Span'ijh Low-countries^ they fliall be permitted to put

their garrifons in the towns already taken,and which

may hereafter be fo, before the peace be concluded

and ratified. And in the mean time, the faid king

Charles the third fliall not be allowed to enter into

poireflion of the faid Spanijh Low countries^ neither

entirely nor rn part; and, during that time, the

Queen fhall affift their high mightinefles to main-

tain them in the enjoyment of the revenues, and to

find the million of livres a year abovcmentioned.

A R T I C L E XV.

And whereas their high mightinefles have ftipu-

lated, by the treaty of Munjier^ in the fourteenth

article, that the river Scheldt as alfo the canals of

Sas^ Swan, and other mouths of the fea bordering

thereupon, (hould be kept fhut on the fide of the

States

:

And in the fifteenth article, that the fhips and

commodities, going in and coming out of the har-

bours of Flanders^ fliall be and remain charged with

all fuch impoffes and other duties as are raifed upon

<:ommodities going and coming along the Scheldt and

the other canals abovcmentioned :

The Queen of Great Britain promifes and en-

gages, that their high mightinefles fliall never be dif-

turbed in their right and poflefiion in that rcfpe£l,

neither
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neither diredly nor indiredly ; as alfo, that the com-

merce Ihall not, in prejudice of the faid treaty, be

made more eafy by the fea-ports than by the rivers,

canals, and mouths of the fea, on the fide of the

States of the United provinces, neither diredly nor

indirecSlIy.

And whereas, by the fixteenth and feventeenth

articles of the fame treaty of Munjicr^ his majefty

the king of Spain is obliged to treat the fubjcfts of

their high mightinelTes as favourably as the fubjedls

of Great Britain and Ham towns, who were then

the people moft favourably treated ; her Britannia:

majefty and their high mightinefles promife likewife

tp take care, that the fubjedts of Great Britain and

of their high mightinefles Ihall be treated in the

Spanijh Low-countries, as well as in Spain, the king-

doms and (bates belonging to ir, equally, and as

well the one as the other, as the people moft fa-

voured.

ARTICLE XVI.

The faid Queen and States-general oblige them-

felves to furnifti, by fea and land, the fuccours and

affiftance necefl'ary to maintain, by force, her faid

majefty in the quiet pofleffion of her kingdoms, and

the moft ferene houfe of Hanover in the faid fuccef-

fion, in the manner it is fettled by the a6ls of par-

liament beforementioned ; and to maintain the faid

States-general in the poflTeffion of the faid barrier.

N ^ A R T I*
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ARTICLE XVII.

After the ratifications of the treaty, a particular

convention {hall be made of the conditions, by which

the faid Queen and the faid lords \.\\e States-general

will engage themfelves to furnifh the fuccours which

(hall be thought necefTary, as well by fea as by

land.

ARTICLE XVIIL

If her Britijh majefty, or the States-general of the

United provinces, be attacked by anv body what-

foever by reafon of this convention, they (hall mu-
tually afTift one another with all their forces, and

become guarantees of the execution of the faid con-

vention.

ARTICLE XIX.

There fhall be invited and admitted into the pre-

fent treaty, as foon as pofiiblc, all the kings, prin-

ces, and ftates, who (hall be willing to enter into

the fame, particularly his Lnperial mz]e{{y, the kings

of Spain and Prujfia, and the elecStor of Hanover.

And her Briiijh majcfty and the States-general of the

United provinces, and each of them in particular,

fhall be permitted to require and invite th<jfe, whom
they (hall think £t to require and invite, to enter

jrito this treaty, and to be guarantees of its execu-

tion.

ARTICLE XX.

And as time hath fhewn the omiffion, which was

made in the treaty figned at Ryfwick in the year

2 i<^97«
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l697» between England and France, in refpeft of

the right of the fucceffion of England in the perfon

of her majefty the Queen of Great Britain^ now
reiwning ; and that, for want of having fettled in

that treaty this indifputable right of her majefty,

France refufed to acknowledge her for Queen of

Great Britain after the death of the late king fVil^

Ham the third of glorious memory : her majefty the

Queen of Great Britain and the lords the States-

general of the United provinces do agree, and engage

themfelveSjlikewife not to enter into any negotiation

or treaty of peace with France^ before the title of

her majefty to the crown of Great Britain, as alfo

the right of fucceflion of the moft ferene houfe of

Hanover to the aforefaid crown, in the manner it is

fettled and eftabliftied by the beforementioned a6ls

of parliament, be fully acknowledged as a prelimi-

nary by France-, and that France hath promifed, at

the fame time, to remove, out of its dominions,

the perfon who pretends to be king of Great Bri-

tain ; and that no negotiation, or formal difcuffion

of the articles of the faid treaty of peace, (liall be

entered into, but jointly, and at the fame time, with

the faid Queen, or with her minifters.

ARTICLE XXI.

Her Briti/h majefty, and the lords the States-ge^

neral of the United provinces, fhall ratify and con-

firm all that is contained in the prefent treaty within

the fpace of four weeks, to be reckoned from the

day of the figning. In teftimony whereof the un-

N 4 derwritten-
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derwrittcn ambaftador extraordinary and plenipo-
tentiary of her BritiJJ) majefty, and the deputies of
the lords the States-general^ liave figned this prcfent

treaty, and have affixed their feals thereunto.

Ji the Ha-ue the 2gth of Odioher, in the year 1709.

(L. S.) Townjhend.

(L. S.) y. B. Fan Reede,

(L. S.) G. Hoeuft.
• (L. S.) E. K Itterfum.

(L. S.) J.V.lVelderen,

(L. S.) A. Helnfjus.

(L. S.) H. Smmia,

(L. S.) W. Wickers,

THE SEPARATE ARTICLE.
/iS in the preliminary articles figned here at the Ha-

gue the iZth ofy[?iy 1709, by the plenipotentia-

ries ofhis Imperial majefy^ of her 7najefly the QuEErj
<7/"Grcat Britain, and of the lords the States-general

of the United provinces^ it isfiipulated^ amongfl other

things^ that the lords the States-general Jhall have^

with entire property andfovereignty^ the upper quarter

tf/" Guelder, according to the fiftyfccond article of the

treaty of Munllcr of the year 1648 ; as alfo, that the

garrifons which are^ or hereafter fimll be^ on the part

of the lords the States -general, in the town o/'Huy,

the citadel of Liege, and in the town of Bonne, Jhall

remain there^ until it Jhall be otherwifc agreed upon

with his Imperial majcjly and the cinpire : and as the

barrier^ which is this day agreed upon^ in the princi-

pal
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pal treaty for the mutual guarantee, between her Bri-

Ufh majejiy and the lords //j^ States-general, cannot

give, to the United provinces, the fafety for which it is

ejlahlijhed, unlefs it be ivell fecurcdfrom one end to the

other, and that the communication of it be well joined

together, for which the upper quarter ly/'Guelder, and

the garrifons in the citadel
j)f

hxQg^, Huy, ^W Bonne
are abfolutely neceffary {^experience having thrice /hewn,

that France, having a defign to attack the United pro-

vinces, has made ufe of the places abovementioned, in

order to cojtie at them., and to penetrate into the faid

provinces). Andfurther, as in refpe£i to the equiva-

lent for which the upper quarter of Guelder is to be

yielded to the United provinces, according to the fifty-

fecond article of the treaty ^T/'Munder abovementioned,

his majefy king Charles III, zuill be ?nuch more gra-

tified and advantaged in other places, than that equiva-

lent can avail. To the end therefore thai the lords the

States-general ?nay have the upper quarter (t/" Guelder,

with entire property and fovercignty ; and that the

faid upper quarter of Guelder 7uay be yielded, in this

manner, to the faid lords the States-general, in the con-

vention, or the treaty that they are to make with his

majefiy king Charles III, according to the thirteenth

article of the treaty concluded this day ; as alfo th.'t

their garrifons in the citadel of l^'xcgc, in that of Huy,

and in Bonne, may remain there, until it be Gthei'iuife

agreed upon with his Imperial maje/ly and the empire ;

her majefiy the QuEEN o/" Great Britain engages her-

felf, and promifes, by this feparate article, which fl^all

have the fame force as if it were infcrtcd in the prin-

cipal
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£ip<;t! treaty^ to make the fame efforts for all thisy as

foe hath etigaged herfelf to make for the obtaining the

larrier in the Spanifh Low-countries. In teftimony

whereof the umlerwriiten amhajfador extraordinary

and plenipotentiary of her Britifh rnajejiy^ and deputies

of the lords the States -general, have figned the prefent

feparate article^ and have affixed their feals thereunto.

At the Hague, the 2gth of OSlcber^ ^1^9-

(L. S.) Townfhend.

(L. S.) J. B. Van Reede.

(L. S.) G. Hoeuft.

(L. S.) E. V. Itterfum.

(L. S.) J. V. Welderen.

(L. S.) A. Heinfius.

(L. S.) H. Sminia.

(L. S.) W. Wichers.

The Second Separate Article.

AS the lords the States-general have reprefentedy

that in Flanders the limits^ between Spanifli Flan-

ders and that ofthe States, are fettled in fuch a ?nan-

7jer, as thai the land, belonging to the States, is ex-

tremely narrow there
; fo that, in fame places, the terri-

tory (^"Spanifli Flanders extends itfelf to the fortifca-

tions, and under the cannon, of the places, towns, and

forts of the States, which occaftons many inconvenien-

cies, as hath been feen, by an example, a little before

the beginning ofthe prefent ivar, when a fort was de-

fined to have been built under the cannon of the Sas

Van Gand, under pretence that it was upon the terri-

tory
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icry of Spam : and as it is necejfary^for avoiding thefe

and other forts of inconveniencies, that the land of the

States, upon the confines of¥\?inAQVs,Jhouldbeinlargedy

and that the places^ towns, and forts Jhould, by that

means, be better covered : her Brk'iih maje/iy, enter-

ing into the jujl motives of the faid lords the States-

general in this refpe£l, promifes and engages herfelf, by
this feparate article, that, in the convention which the

faid lords the States-general are to make with his ma-

jejly king Charles III, f)e will afjijl them, as that it

may be agreed, that, by the cejion to the faid lords the

States-general of the property of an extent of land

neceffary to obviate fuch like and other inconveniencies,

their limits in Flanders Jhall he enlarged more conve-

niently for their fecurity ; and thofe of the SpaniHi

Flanders removedfurther frorn their towns, places, and

forts, to the end that thefe may not be fo expofed any

more. In tejlimony whereof the under-vjritten ambaf-

fador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of her Bririili

majejly, and deputies of the lords the States general,

have figned the prefent feparate article, andhave ajffixed

their feals thereunto.

At the Hague, the 29th of Oflober, 1709.

(L. S.) Townfliend.

(L. S.) J. B. Van Reede.

(L. S.) A. Heinfms.

(L. S.) G. Hoeuft.

(L. S.) H. Sminia.

(L. S.) E. \Mtterrum.
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The articles o/"/^^Counter-proje6t, which wereJiruck

outy or altered^ by the Dutch in the Barrier treaty 5

with fame Remarks.

ARTICLE VI.

•TP O this end their mightineffes fhall have power

to put and keep garrifons in the following places,

viz. Newport^ Knocke, Menin, the citadel of Lijle,

Tournay^ Conde, Valenciennes^ Namur^ and its citadel,

Lier, Halle^ to fortify the fort of Perle^ Damme^

and the caflle of Gand,

REMARKS.
In the Barrier treaty, the States added the follow-

ing places to thofe mentioned in this article, iji-z,

Furnes^ Tpres^ towns of Lljle^ Maubeuge, Charle-

roy^ Philippe^ fort o( St. Donas (which is to be in

property to the States), and the fort of Rhodenhuyfen

to be demolifhed. To fay nothing of the other

places, Dendermonde is the key of all Brabant ;

and the demolilhing of the fort of Rhodenhuyfen,

fituate between Gand and Sas vas Gand, can only

ferve to defraud the king of Spain of the duties upon

goods imported and exported there.

ARTICLE VII.

The faid States may put into the faid towns,

forts, and phices, and, in cafe of open war with

France, into all the other towns, places, and forts,

whatever troops the reafon of war fhall require.

2 RE-
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REMARKS.
But, in the Barrier treaty, it is faid : In cafe of

an apparent attack^ or war, without fpecifying againft

France : neither is the number of troops limited to

what the reafon of war fhall require, but what the

States (hall think neceffary.

ARTICLE IX.

Befides fome fmaller differences, ends with a

falvo, not only for the ecclefiaftical and civil rights

of the king of Spain, but likewife for his revenues

in the faid towns ; which revenues, in the Barrier

treaty, are all given to the States,

ARTICLE XI.

The revenues of the chatellanies and dependen-

cies of the towns and places, which the States (hall

have for their barrier againft France, and which

were not in the pofleflion of the crown of Spain at

the late king of Spain's death, (hall be fettled to be

a fund for maintaining garrifons, and providing for

the fortifications and magazines, and other necelFary

charges, of the faid towns of the barrier.

REMARKS.
I defire the reader to compare this with the ele-

venth article of the Barrier treaty, where he will fee

how prodigioufly it is enlarged.

A R T I-
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ARTICLE XIV.

All this to be without prejudice to fuch other

treaties and conventions as the Queen of Great

Britain^ and their high mightinefles may think fit

to make for the future with the faid king Charles

III, relating to the faid Spanijh Netherlands, or to

the faid barrier.

ARTICLE XV.

And to the end, that the faid States may enjoy at

prefent, as much as it is poffible, a barrier in the

Spanijh Netherlands y they (hall be permitted to put

their garrifons in the chief towns already taken, or

that may be taken before a peace be made.

REMARKS.
Thefe two articles are not in the barrier treaty,

but two others in their ftead ; to which I refer the

reader. And indeed it was highly necefTary for the

Dutch to ftrike out the former of thefe articles,

when fo great a part of the treaty is fo highly and

manifeftly prejudicial to Great Britain^ as well as

to the king of Spain ; efpecially in the two arti-

cles infcrted in the place of thefe, which I defire

the reader will examine.

ARTICLE XX.

And whereas, by the fifth and ninth articles h
the alliance between the Emperor, the late king of

Great Britain^ and the States-general, concluded the

fcventh
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feventh oi September 1701, it is agreed and ftipa-

lated, that the kingdoms of Naples and Sici/y, with

all the dependencies of the crown of Spain in Itaiy,

fliall be recovered from the poflefBon of France, as

being of the laft confequence to the trade of both

nations, as well as the Spanijh Netherlands for a

barrier for the States-general; therefore the faidQuEEM

of Great Britain and the States-general agree and ob-

lige thcmfelves not to enter into any negotiation or

treaty of peace with France, before the reftitutidti

of the faid kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, with all

the dependencies of the crown of Spain in Italy, as

well as the Spanijh Low- countries, with the other

towns and places in the pofTeffion of France above-

mentioned in this treaty ; and alio after the man-

ner fpecified in this treaty ; as likewife all the reil

of the entire monarchy of Spain be yielded by

France as a preliminary.

ARTICLE XXir.

And whereas experience hath fhewn of what im-

portance it is to Great Britain and the United pro-

vinces, that the fortrefs and port of Dunkirk ftiouM

not be in the poflTeflion of France in the condition

they are at prefent ; the fubje6ls of both nations

having undergone fuch great lofles, and fuffered fo

much in their trade, by the prizes taken from them

bv privateers fet out from that port; infomuch that

France, by her unmeafurable ambition, may be al-

ways tempted to make fome enterprizes upon the

territories of the Queen oi Great Britain and their

high
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high mightinelTcs, and interrupt the public repofe

and tranquillity ; for the prcfervation of which,

and the balance of Europe againft the exorbitant

power of France^ the allies engaged themfelves in

this long and burthenfome war ; therefore the faid

Qneen of Great Britain and their high migbtinef-

fes agree and oblige themfelves not to enter into

any negotiation or treaty of peace with France, be-

fore it (hall be yielded and ftipulated by France as

a preliminary, that all the fortifications of the faid

town of Dunkirk ^ and the forts that depend upon

it, be entirely demoliftied and razed, and that the

port be entirely ruined and rendered impradVica-

ble.

REMARKS.
Thefe two articles are likewife omitted in the

Barrier treaty ; whereof the firft regards particularly

the intereft of the houfe of Aujiria ; and the other,

about demolifhing Dunkirk, thofe of Great Britain,

It is fomething ftrangc, that the late miniftry, whofe

advocates raife fuch a clamour about the neceility

of recovering Spain from the houfe of Bourbon^

{hould fufter the Dutch to ftrilce out this article,

which, I think, clearly ftiews the reafon why the

States never troubled themfelves with the thoughts

of reducing Spain or even recovering Milan, Naples^

and Sicily, to the Efnperor ; but were wholly fixed

upon the conqueft of Flanders, becaufe they had

determined thole provinces as a property for them-

felves.

As
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As for the article about demolilhing of Dunkirk^

I am not at all furprized to find it ftruck out ; the

deftrudion of that place, although it would be ufe-

ful to the States^ doth more nearly import Britain^

and was therefore a point that fuch miniflers could

more eafily get over.

The fentbnents ofprince Eugene of Savoy, and of

the count de Sinzendorf, relating to the harrier

of the States -general, to the upper quarter ofGw^^
der, and to the towns of the eleSiorate ^/'Cologn,

and of the hifhoprick of Liege.

A LTHOUGH the orders and inftru6lions of

the courts of Vienna and Barcelona^ upon the

matters above-mentioned, do not go fo far as to

give dire6lions for what follows; notwithftanding

the Prince and Count above-mentioned, confider-

ing the prefent ftate of affairs, are of the following

opinion

;

Firft, that the counter-projeft o^ England, relat-

ing to the places where the States-general may put

and keep garrifons, ought to be followed, except

Lier, Halle to fortify, and the caftle of Gand.

Provided likewife, that the fentiments of England

be particularly conformed to, relating to Dender-

mond and 0/lend, as places in no wife belonging to

the barrier j and which, as well as the cartle of

Gand, can only fcrve to make the States general

mafters of the Loiv- countries, and hinder trade with

England. And as to Ller and Halle, thofe who are

Vol, IX, O acquainted



194- SO M E REiM AR KS ON
acquainted with the country know that thefe towns

cannot give any fccurity to the States^general; but

can only make people believe, that thefe places be-

ing fortifycd, would rather fcrve to block up Bruf-

fels and the other great cities of Brabant,

Secondly, as to what is faid in the feventh ar-

ticle of the counter-projeil of England, relating to

the augmentation of garrifons, in the towns of the

barrier, in cafe of an open war : This is agreeable

to the opinions of the idxd prince and count ^ who
think likewife, that there ought to be added to the

eighth article, that no goods nor merchandize (hould

be fent into the towns where the States-general fhall

have garrifons, nor be comprehended under the

name of fuch things as the faid garrifons and forti-

fications (hall have need of. And that to this end,

the faid things Ihall be infpeiled in thofe places

where they are to pafs ; as likewife the quantity

fhall be fettled that the garrifons may want.

Thirdly, as to the ninth article, relating to the

governours and commanders of thofe towns, forts,

and places where the States-general fliall have their

garrifons ; the faid prince and count are of opinion>

that the faid o;overnours and commanders ou^rht to

take an oath as v^ell to the king of Spain, as to the

States- genera/ : but they may take a particular oath

to the latter, that they will not admit foreign troops

without their confent; and that they Will depend

exclulively upon the faid States^ in whatever regards

the military power. But, at the fame time, they

ought exclufively to promife the king of Spain^ that

they
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they will not intermeddle in the affairs of law, civil

power, revenues, or any other matters, ecclcfiaftical

or civil, unlefs at the defire of the king's officers to

aflift them in the execution ; in which cafe, the

faid commanders Ihould be obliged not to refufc

them.

Fourthly, as to the tenth article, there is nothing

to be added, unlefs that the Staies-getie7-al may re-

pair and encreafe the fortifications of the towns,

places, and forts, where they fliall have their garri-

fons ; but this at their own expence. Otherwife,

under that pretext, they might feize all the reve-

nues of the country.

Fifthly, as to the eleventh article, they think the

States ought not to have the revenues of the cha-

tellanies and dependencies of thefe towns and places,

which are to be their barrier againft France ; this

being a fort of fovereignty, and very prejudicial to

the ecclefiaftical and civil eeconomy of the country.

But the faid prince and count are of opinion, that

the States-general ought to have, for the mainte-

nance of their garrifons and fortifications, a fum

of money of a million and a half, or two millions of

florins, which they to ought receive from the king's

officers, who (hall be ordered to pay that fum be-

fore any other payment.

Sixthly, And the convention, which fhall be

made on this affair, between his Catholic majefty

and the States-general^ fhall be for a liniiteJ time.

Thefe are the utmofl conditions to which the

fiid prince and count think it poffible for hij Catho-

O 2 . lie
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lick majefty to be brought ; and they declare at the

fame time, that their Imperial and Catholic majefties

will fooner abandon the Low- countries^ than take

them upon other conditions, which would be

equally expenfive, fhameful, and unacceptable to

them.

On the other fide, the faid prince and count are

perfuaded that the advantages, at this time, yielded

to the States-general, may hereafter be very prejudi-

cial to themfelvcs ; forafmuch, as they may put the

people of the Zpanijl) Netherlands to fome dangerous

extremity, confidering the antipathy between the

two nations ; and that extending of frontiers is

entirely contrary to the maxims of their govern-

ment.

As to the upper quarter of Guelder, the faid

prince and count are of opinion, that the States-ge-

neral may be allowed the power of putting in gar-

rifons into Venlo, Rurejnond, and Steffenfwaert, with

orders to furnifh the faid States with the revenues

of the country, which amount to one hundred thou-

fand florins.

As to Bonne, belonging to the electorate of Co-

logn, Liege, and Huy to the biihopriclc of Liege, it

is to be underflood, that thefe being i?r2perial towns,

it doth not depend upon the Emperor to confent

that foreign garrifons fhould be placed in them up-

on any pretence whatfoever. But whereas the States^

general demand them not only for their fecurity, it

is propofed to place, in thofe towns, a garrifon of

4 imperial
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imperial troops, of vrhom the States may be in no fuf-

picion, as they might be of a garrifon of an elec-

tor, who might poffibly have views oppofite to

their interefts. But this is propofcd only in cafe

that it ihall not be thought more proper to raze one

or other of the faid towns.

The reprefentation of the Englifli merchants at

Bruges, relating to the Barrier treaty.

David White ajtd other merchants^ her majejiy's

fubjeSis, refiding at Bruges and other towns in

Flanders, crave leave humbly to reprefent :

'T* HAT, whereas the cities of Lijlc, Tournayy

Menin, and other new conquefts in Flanders

and Artois, taken from the French this war, by the

united forces of her majefty and her allies, are now
become entirely under the government of the States-

general-, and that we, her majefty's fubje£ts, may
be made liable to fuch duties and impofitions on

trade as the faid States-general fhall think fit to im-

pofe on us : we humbly hope and conceive, that it

is her majefty's intention and defign, that the trade

of her dominions and fubjcdls, which is carried on

with thefe new conquefts, may be on an equal foot

with that of the fubje6ls and dominions of the States-

general, and not be liable to any new duty, when
tranfported from the Spanifi Netherlands to the faid

new conquefts, as, to our great furprize, is exadled

from us on the follov/ing goods, viz. butter, tallow,

O 3 falmon,
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falmon, hides, beef, and all other produ£l of her

majefty's dominions, which we import at Ojicnd^

and there pay the duty of entry to the king of Spain
\

and, confeqijcntly, ought not to be liable to any

new duty, when they carry the fame goods and all

others from their dominions, by a free pafs or tranf-

irety the ("aid new conqucfts; and we are under

apprehcnfion, that, if the faid new conquefts be fet-

tled, or given entirely into the polTeffion of the

States-general for their barrier (as we are mnde be-

lieve, by a treaty lately made by her majefty's am-

baflador, the lord vifcount Townjhend^ at the Hague)

that the States-general may alio foon declare all

goods and merchandizes, which are contra-

band in their provinces, to be alfo contraband or

prohibited in thefe new conquefts, or new barrier

;

by which her majefty's fubjefls will be deprived of

the fale and confumption of the following produdb

of htr miijeily's dominions, which are, and have

long been, declared contraband in the United pro-

vinces, fuch as Englijh and Scotch fait, malt fpirits

or corn brandy, and all other forts of diftilled

Englijh fpirits, whale and rape oil, etc.

It is therefore humbly conceived, that her ma-

jefty, out of her great care and gracious concern

for the benefit of her fubjedls and dominions, may

be pleafed to diredt, by a treaty of commerce, or

fome other way, that their trade may be put on an

equal foot in all the SpaniJJj Netherlands, and the

new conquefts of barrier, with the fubjeds of Hol-

land^ by paying no other duty than that of impor-

tation
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tation to the king of Spain ; and, by a provifion,

that no produ6l of her majefty's dominions fhall

ever be declared contraband in thefe new conquefts,

except fuch goods as were efteemed contraband be-

fore the death of Charles II, king of Spain. And it

is alfo humbly prayed, that the producSl and manu-

facture of the new conquefts may be alfo exported

without paying any new duty, befides that of ex-

portation at OJlendy which was always paid to the

king of Spain; it being impoffible for any nation

in Europe to afTort an entire cargoe for the Spanifn

Weji' Indiesf without a confiderable quantity of fe-

veral of the manufactures of Lijle ; fuch as cara-

doros, cajant, picofcs, boratten, and many other

goods.

The chief things to be demanded of France arcy

to be exempted from tonnage, to have a liberty of

importing herrings and all other fi(h to France, on

the fame terms as the Dutch do, and as was agreed

by them at the treaty of commerce immediately

after the treaty of peace at Ryfwick. The enlarging

her majefty's plantations in America, &c. is natu-

rally recommended.

O 4 A PRE-
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T O T H E

BOOKSELLER.
Mr. MoRPHEW,

yT" OUR care in putting an advertifement in the

Examiner hath been of very great ufe to me. I

now fend you my preface to the bifhop of Sarum^s

introduSiion to his third volume, which I dcfire you
to print in fuch a form as, in the boolcfcller's phrafc,

will make z fix-penny touch : hoping it will give fuch

2 public notice of my defign, that it may come
into the hands of thofe, who, perhaps, look not in-

to the bifhop's introdu5iion (j). I defire you will

prefix to this a paffage out of Virgil^ which doth fo

perfe£lly agree with my prefent thoughts of his

lordftiip, that I cannot exprefs them better, nor

more truly, than thofe words do.

/ am,

SIR,

Tour humhl'e Servant,

[j] The biftop's introduction is prefaced with a letter tohjj book-

fcUcr, of which this i$ a burlefijue.

A P R E-



PREFACE.
To the Right Reverend

Dr. BURNET, Bilhop of Sarum's

INTRODUCTION, &c,

THIS way cf publifliing introdu6lions to books

that are, God knows when, to come out, is

either wholly new, or To long unpraftifed, that my
fmall reading cannot trace it. However, we are

to fuppofe, that a perfun of his lordfliip's great age

and experience would hardly acl fuch a piece of

fmgularity without fotiie extraordinary motives. I

cannot but obferve, that his feliow labourer, the

author of the paper called [i] The Englijhrnan^ (eems,

in fome of his late performances, to have almoft

tranfcribed the notions of the bifhop : thefc notions,

I take to have been didated by the fame mafters,

leaving to each writer that peculiar manner of ex-

'

preffing himfelf, which the poverty of dur language

forceth me to call their ftyle. When the Guardian

changed his title, at^d profeffed to engage in fadlion

I was lure the word was given ; that grand prepara-

tions were making againfl: next feffion ; thit all

advantages would be taken of the little dldcnfions

reported to be amcng thofe in power 3 and that the

[/] Mr. Suc'.u

Guardian
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Guardian would foon be feconded by fomc other

piquers from the fame camp. But I will confefs my
fufpicions did not carry me fo far as to conjcdure,

that this venerable champion would be in fuch a

mighty hafte to come into the field, and ferve in

the quality of an enfant [«] perdu armed only with

a pockei-pijlol, before his great blunderbufs could be

got ready, his old rudy hreaji-plale fcoured, and his

cracked head-piece mended.

I was debating v/ith myfelf, whether this hint of

producing a fmall pamphlet, to give notice of a

large folio, was not borrowed from the ceremonial
in Spanijh romances, where a dwarf is fent out up-
on the battlements to fignify to all pafiengcrs what
•a mighty giant there is in the caftle ; or whether
the bifhop copied this proceeding from the fanfa-
ronnadc [tc;] of monfieur Bonffleurs^ when the earl

of Portland 3.nd that general had an interview. Se-
veral men were appointed, at certain periods, to
ride in great hafte towards the Englijh camp, and
cry cut, Monfeigncur vicnt^ Monfeigneur vient [a-J :

then fmall parties advanced with the fame fpeed,

and the fame cry ; and this foppery held for m.any
hours, until the marefchal himfelf arrived. So here
the bifnop (as we fmd by his dedication to Mr.
Churchill the bookfeller) hath, for a long time,

[u] Enfcr.t perdu, one of the forlorn hope ; the forlorn hope is a
nambcr of men fekacd for z.ny defpcrate cnterprize, or appointed for
the firft onfct in a battle.

[iv] Fanfaroiw.ade, vain oftentation.

[^J My lord i: coining, my lord is coming,

fcnt
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fent warning of his arrival by advertifements ia

gazettes ; and now his introdu5iion advanceth to tell

us again, Monfeigneur v'lent : in the mean time we

muft gape, and wait, and gaze, the lord knows how

long, and keep our fpirits in fome reafonable agita-

tion, until his lordfhip's real felt" fliall think lit to

appear in the habit of a folio.

I have feen the fame fort of management at a

puppet-fhov/. Some puppets of little or no confe-.

quence appeared feveral times at a window to al-

lure the boys and the rabble; the trumpeter found-

ed often, and the door-keeper cried an" hundred

times, until he was hoarfc, that they were 7a/?

going to begin ; yet after all we were forced fome-

times to wait an hour' before punch himfelf in per--

fon made his entry.

But why this ceremony among old acquaintance?

The world and he have" long known one another:

let him appoint his hour, and make his vifit, with-

out troubling us iall day with afucc^ffion'of 'mef-

fages from his lacquies and pages.

With fubmiflion,* thefe little 'arts ' of getting ofF

an edition do ill become any author above the £ylz

of Marten the furgcon. My lord tells us,' 'that

viany thoujands of the tivo former parts of his hi/lory^

arc in the kingdom ; and now he perpetually adver-

iifeth in the gazette', that he intends to publifh the

third. This is exailly in the method" and ftyle of

Marten : the feventh edition [many thoiifands of the

former editions having been fold ojf in a fmall lime) of

Mr, Marten's book concerning fecret difeafeSy he.

Doth
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Doth his lordftiip intend to publifh his great vo-

lume by fubfcriptJon, and is this introduction only

by way oi fpecimen? 1 was inclined to think fo, be-

caufe in the prefixed letter to Mr. Churcbilly which

introduces this introdiiSfion^ there are fome dubious

exprefllons ; he fays, the advertifements he publijhed

were in order to move people to furni/h him zuith mate-

rials, which might help him to Jinijh his work with

great advantage. If he means half-a-guinea upon

the fubfcription, and the other half at the delivery,

why doth he not tell us fo in plain terms ?

I am wonciering how it came to pafs, that this

diminutive letter to Mr. Churchill fhould under-

ftand the bufinefs of introducing better than the in-

troduiiion itfelf ; or why the bifhop did not take

it into his head to fend the former into the world

fome months before the latter, which would have

been yet a greater improvennent upon the folemnity

of the proceflion ?

Since I write thefe lad lines, I have perufed the

whole pamphlet (which I had only dipt in before)

nnd found I have been hunting upon a wrong fcent;

for the author hath, in feveral parts of his piece,

difcovered the true motives, which put him upon

fending it abroad at this juncture. I fhall therefore

confider them as they come in my way.

My lord begins his introduSiion with an account

of the rcafons, why he was guilty of fo many mif-

takes in the firft volume of his hijlory of the refor-

mation : his excufes are juft, rational, and extremely

confiftent. He fays, ht wrote in hq/Ie, which he con-

3 firms
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firms by adding, that it lay a year after he wrote it

before it was put into the prefs. At the fame time,

he mentions a paflage extremely to the honour of

that pious and excellent prelate, archbifhop Sancrofty

which demonftrates his grace to have been a per-

fon of great fagacity, and almoft a prophet. Doc-

tor Burnet^ then a private divine, defired admit"

tance to the Cotton library^ hut was prevented [^'j by

the archbijhop^ who told Sir John Cotton, that the

faid doSlor was no friend to the prerogative of the

crown, or to tl>e conjiitution of ihe kingdom. This

judgment was the more extraordinary, becaufe the

doftor had not long before publifiied a book m
Scotland with his name prefixed, which carries the

r^] It is fomewhat remarkable to fee the progrefs of this ftory. la

the firft edition of this introduBion it fliould feem, " he was prk-
•< VENTED by the archbifliop," ©"c. When the Introdu&ion was re-

printed a year after with the hijiory, it ftands : "Agreat prelate
" had been before -hand, and poflefTed him (Sir John Cotton) againft

«' me—That unlefs the archbifhop of Canterbury would recommend

*t me—he defired to be excufed—The bifhop of IVoixefter could

** not prevail on the archbifhop to Interpose." This is fome-

" what lefs than preventing; unlefs the archbifliop be meant

by the great prelate; which is not very prooablt;, i. Becaufe,

in the preface to this very 3d volume, p. 4. he fays, " It was by

" archbifhop Sancroft's order he had the ?r&s ufe of every thing

" that lay in the Lambeth library." 2. Becaufe the author of"

Spefulum Sarhburianum, p. 6. tells us, " His acccfs to the library

" was owing solely to the recommendation of archblHiop Sancroft,

" as I have been informed (fays the author) by fome of the family."

3. Becaufe bishop Burnet, in his Hlftory of his oivn times, vol. i. p.

396, fays it was " Doleen, biihop of Rocbejier, [at the inftiga-

" tion of the duke of Lauderdale,'] that diverted Sir John Cotton

^' from fuSering him to fearch his library."

regal
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regal prerogative higher than any writer of the age

:

however, the good archbiftiop lived to fee his opi-

nion become univerfal in the kingdom.

The biftiop goes on, for many pages, with an
account of certain fa£ls relating to the publifhing

his two former volumes of the Reformation-y the great

fuccefs of that work, and the adverfaries who ap-

peared againft it. Thefe are matters out of the way
of my readings only I obferve that poor Mr. Henry
IVharton, who hath deferved fo well of the com-"
monwealth of learning, and who gave himfelf the

trouble of detecting fome hundreds of the bifhop's

miftakes, meets with very ill quarter from his lord-

fhip; upon which I cannot avoid mentioning a
peculiar method, which this prelate takes to re-

venge himfelf upon thofe who prefume to differ

from him in print. The bifhop of Rochejlcr [zj
happened, fome years ago, to be of this number.
My lord of Sariim, in his reply, ventured to tell

the world, that the gentleman, who had writ againfl

him, meaning Dr. Atterbury^ was one upon whom
he had conferred great obligations; which was a
very generous Chriftian contrivance of charging his

adverfary with ingratitude. But it fecms the truth

happed to be on the other fide, which the do6lor

made appear in fuch a manner as would have fi-

lenced his lordfliip for ever, if he had not been wri-
ting-proof. Poor Mr. Wharton^ in his grave, is

charged with the fame accufation, but with cir-

cumftanccs the moft aggravating that malice and

[xj Dr. Ancrbury.

fome-
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fomething elfe could invent : and which I will no

more believe than five hundred paffages in a cer-

tain book of travels [a]. See the characSler he gives

of a divine and a fcholar, who fliortened his life

in the fervice of God and the church. Mr. Whar-

ton defired me to intercede with Tillotfon for a pre-

bend of Canterbury. / didfo ; but Wharton would

not believe it ; faid, he would be revenged, andfo writ

againj} me. Soon after, he was convinced I hadfpoke

for him ; faid, he was fet on to do what he did, andy

if J would procure any thingfor him, he would difcO'

ver every thing to me. What a fpirit of candour,

charity and good-nature, generofity and truth,

{hines through this ftory, told of a moft excellent

and pious divine, twenty years after his death, with-

out one fingle voucher !

Come we now to the reafons, which moved his

lordfhip to fet about this work at this time. He

could delay it no longer, becaufe the reafons of his en^

gaging in it at firjl feemed to return upon him. He

was then frightened with the danger of a popiflj fuc»

ceffor in view, and the dreadful apprehenfions of the

power (t/" France. England hath forgot thefe dangers,

and yet is nearer to them than ever ; and therefore

he is refolved to awaken them with his third volume j

but, in the mean time, fends this introduSiion to let

them know they are afleep. He then goes on in

defcribing the condition of the kingdom after fuch

a manner, as if deftruclion hung over us by a im'

[a] Buratt's Travels.

Vol. IX. P gl«
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g!c hair; as if the pope, the d^vil, the pretender, and

France were juft at our doors.

When the bifiiop pub!i(hcd his hiftory, there

was a popij}) plot on foot : the duke of Tork, a

Vnhww papfjl^ was prefumptive heir to the crown:

the houfe of commons would not hear of any ex-

pedient for fecuring their religion under a popijh

prince, nor would the king, or lords, confent to a

bill of exclufion : the French kins; was in the height

CI his grandeur, and the vigour of his age. At

this day, the prefumptive heir, with that whole il-

luftrious family, 'i\c protcjiants ; t.\\e popijh pretender

excluded for ever by feveral a£ls of parliament;

and every jierfon in the fmalleft employment, as

well as the members of both houfes, obliged to ab-

jure him. The Freyich king is at the loweft ebb of

life ; his armies have been conquered, and his

towns won from him for ten years together ; and

his kingdom is in danger of being torn, by divifi-

ons, during a long minority. Are thefe cafes par-

allel r Or are we now in more danger of France

and popery, than we were thirty years ago ? What

can be the motive for advancing fuch falfe, fuch

deteftable aflertions ? What conclufions would his

lordftiip draw from fuch premiffes as thefe ? If in-

jurious appellations were of any advantage to a

caufe (as the (tyle of our adverfaries would make

us believe) v^^hat appellations would thofe deferve,

who thus endeavour to fow the feeds of fedition,

and are impatient to fee the fruits ? Btit, faith he,

the d<:af adderJiopptth her ears, let the charmer charm

n£V£r
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never fo wifely. True, my lord, there are, indeed,

too many adders in this nation's bofom j adders in

all (hapes and in all habits, whom neither the

Queen nor parliament can charm to loyalty, truth,

religion, or honour.

Amon"- other inftances, produced by him, of

the difmal condition we are in, he offers one which

could not eafily be gueffed. It is this, that the little

faSiious pamphlets^ written about the end of king

Charles the lecond's reign^ lie dead in fhops^ are

looked on as wafle paper^ and turned to pafUhoard,

How many are there of his lordfhip's writing,

which could otherwife never have been of any real

fervice to the publick ? Hath he, indeed, fo mean

an opinion of our tafte to fend us, at this time of

day, into all the corners of Holborn, Duck-lane^

and Moorfieldsy in quell after the fadtious trafti

publilhed in thofe days, by Julian Johnfon, Bicker-

ingil. Dr. Oates^ and himfelf?

His lordfliip, taking it for a poftulatum^ that the

Queen and miniftry, both houfcs of parliament,

and a vaft majority of the landed gentlemen

throughout England^ are running headlong into

popery^ layeth hold on the occafion to defcribe the

cruelties in queen Mary's reign: an inquifition fetting

up faggots in Smithfield, and executions all over the

kingdom. Here is that, fays he, which thofe, that

look towards a popijh fucceffor, muji look for. And he

infmuates through his whole pamphlet, that all,

who are not of his party, look toiuards a pcpifh fuc-

ceffor. Thefe he divides into two parts, the tory

P 2 laity^
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Idity, atKl the tory clergy. He tells the former : al-

though they have no religion at ally bid rcfolve id

change with every wind and tide
;
yet they ought to

have compajjion on their countrymen and kindred.

'J'hcn he applies himfclf to the tory cler<ry, aflures

them, that the fires revived in 5mithfield, and all

over the nation^ will have no amiable vieiv^ but leajl

of all to theniy who, if they have any principles at ally

mujl be turned out of their livings y leave their fami-

lieSy be hunted from place to place into parts beyond

the feasy and tneet with that contempt with which they

treatedforeigners f
who tookfaniluary among us.

This requires a recapitulation, with fome re-

marks. Firft, I do affirm, th it in every hundred

of profelFcd aiheijlsy deijlsy znd fcinians in the king-

dom, ninety-nine, at leaft, are {launch thorough-

paced whigSy entirely agreeing with his lordftiip in

politicks and difcipline ; and therefore will venture

all the fires of hell, rather than finge one hair of

their beards in Smithfeld. Secondly, I do likewife

affirm, that thofe whom we ufually underftand by

the appellation of tory, or high-church clergy, were

the greateft fticklers againft the exorbitant pro*

ceedings of king James the fecond, the beft writers

againft poperyy and the moft exemplary fufferers for

the ettabliftied religion. Thirdly, I do pronounce

it to be a moft falfe and infamous fcandal upon the

nation in general, and on the clergy in particular,

to reproach them for treating foreigners with haugh-

iincfs and contempt. The French Hugomts arc many

thoufand witneires to the<:ontrary ; and I wifti they

deferved



OF SARUM'S INTRODUCTION. 213

deferved the thoufandth part of the good treatment

they have received.

Laftly, I obferve, that the author of a pnpcr

called The EngUfinnon hath run into the fame cant,

gravely adviling the whole body of the clergy not

to bring in popery; becaufe that will put them un-

der a necefliry ol parting with their wives, or lofing

their livings.

The bulk of the kingdom, both clergy and laity,

happen to diflvr extremely from this prelate in

many principles both of politicks and religion.

Nov/ I alTc, whether, if any man of them had lign-

ed his name to a fyilem of atbcifm, or popery, he

could have argued with them otherwife than he

doth ? Or, if 1 ftiould write a grave letter to his

lordfliip with the fame advice, taking it for graiit.t

ed, that he was half an <nheyi and half a pc^piji^

and conjuring him, by all he held dear, tQ have

companion upon all thofe who believed a God ;

not to revive the fires in Sniithfield ; that he inuji

either forfeit his bijhoprick, or not marry a fourth vAfe \

I afk, whether he would not tl\ink i intended him

the higheft injury and aft'ront ?•

But as to the tory laity, lie gives them up in a

lump for abandoned athei.lls : they are a fett o\ men

io impioufly corrupted in the point of religion, that no

fcene of cruelty can fright than from leaping into it

[popery], and, perhaps, aili?ig fuch a part in it as

7)iay be affigned them. He therefore defpairs of in-

fluencing them by any toplcks drawn from religion

or compallion, and advances the confideraiion of

P 3 inUrcJi,
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intercJJy as the only powerful argument to pcrfuade

them agaiofi popery.

What he cliers upon this head is fo very amaz-

ing from a Chrijilan, a clergytnan^ and 7i prelate of the

church of England^ that I mufV, in my own imagi-

nation, ilrip him of thofe three capaciLics, and put

him among the number of that fett of men he men-

tions in the paragraph bciorc j or elle it will be im-

poflible to fliape out an aniwer.

His lordfhip, in order to difluade the toriei from

their defign of bringing in pcpery, tells them, how

valuable a part of the ivhole foil of England, the abhy

lands, the ejlates of the h'lfoops^ of the cathedrals^ and

the tithes are: how difficult fuch a refumption would

be to many families -, yet all thefe ?nu/l be thrown up ;

for facrilcge in the church o/'Rome is a ymrtalfin. I

defire it may be obferved, what a jumble here is

made of ecclcfiaftical revenues, as if they were all

upon the fame foot, were alienated with equal jull-

ice, and the clergy had no more reafon to com-

plain oX- one than the other; whereas the four

• branches mentioned by him arc of very different

confideration. If I might venture to guefs the opi-

nion of the clergy upon this matter, I believe they

could vvilh, that fome fmall part of the ahby lands

had been applied to the augmentation of poor

bifliopricks ; and a very few acres to ferve for

glebes in thofe parifhes, where there are none

;

iifter which, I think, they would not repine that

the laity flio.ild polll-fs the reft. If the eilates of

fome bilhops and catiicdrals were exorbitant before

the
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the Reformation, I believe the prefent clergy's

wifties reach no further, than that feme reafonable

temper had been ufed, inftead of paring them to

the quick. But as to the tithes, without examining

whether they be of divine inftitution, I conceive

there is hardly one of that facred order in Englandy

and very few even among the laky who love the
.

church, who v;i!l not allow the mifapplying thofe

revenues to fecular perfons to have been at firft a

moft flagrant ad of injuftice and oppreffion ;
al-

though, at- the fame time, God forbid they fhould

be reftored any other way than by gradual purchafe,

by the confent of thofe who are now the lawful

pofleObrs, or by the piety and generofity of fuch

worthy fpirits as this nation fometimes produceth.

The bilhop knows very well, that the application

of tithes to the maintenance of monafteries was a

fcandalous ufurpation, even in popifo times
:

that

the monks ufually fent out fome of their fraternity

to fupply the cures ; and that when the monafteries

were granted away by Henry VIII. the pariQies

were left deftitute, or very meanly provided, of any

maintenance for a paftor. So that, in many places,

the whole ecclefiaftical dues, even to mortuaries^

Eafler- offerings, and the like, are in lay hands, and

the incumbent lies wholly at the m.ercy of his

patron for his daily bread. By ihefe means there

are feveral hundred parifhes in Engloud under

twenty pounds a year, and many under ten. I take

his lordfhip's bifhoprick to be worth near 2500/.

annual income j and I will eng-ge, at half a year s

P 4 vvarninga
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warning, to find him above an hundred beneficial

clergymen, who have not fo much aiviong them all

to luppoit thcmfclves and their families: moll of

them orthodox, of good life and converfation : as

loth to fee the fires kindled in SmiibJieU as his lord-

Clip ; and at kail as ready to face them under a

popijh perfccutiqn. iJut nothing is fo hard for thofc,

who abound in riches, as to conceive how others

can be in want. How can the neiglibourincr vicar

feel cold or hunger, while my lord is feated by a

good fire, in the warmeft room of his palace, wiih

a dozen diflies before him ? I remember one other

prelate much of the iame ftamp, who^ when his

clergy would mention their wifhes that feme a6l of

parliament might be thought of for the good of the

church, would fay : Gentlemen^ we are very "juell as

tue are \ If they would let us alone, we Jliould ajk no

more.

Sacrilege (fays my lord) in the church of Rome
Is a mortal fin : and is it only fo in the church of

Rome F or, is it but a venial fin in the church of

Efigland? Our litany calls fornication a deadly fm ;

and 1 would appeal to his lordfhip, for fifty years

pafl:, whether he thought that ox facrilegc the dead-

liejl? To make light of fuch a fin, at the fame

moment that he is frightening us from an idulatrous

religion, fhould feem not very confident. Thou

that fayefi a tnan Jhould not comm:t adultery^ dofi thou

commit adultery ? Thou that abhorrcfi iclols^ dofl thou

commit facrilegc f

To
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To fmooth the way for the return of popery in

queen Mar/s time, the grantees were confirmed

by the pcpe in the ^^ 'Jeffion of the abby lands.

But the bifhop tells us, that thh confi>-maiion was

fraudulent and invalid. I fhali believe it to be fo,

although I happen to read it in his lorJfhlp's hif-

tory. But he adds, that although the confirmation

had been good^ the priejh would have got their land

again by thefe two methods : Firft, The fiatute of

Mortmain was repealed for twenty yean \ in which

timcy no doubt., they reckoned they would recover the

heji part of what they had lofi : befides that^ engaging

the clergy to renew no leafes was a thing entirely in

their own povjer ; and this, in forty years timcy would

raife their revenues to be -about ten fimcs their prefent

value. Thefe two expedients, for increafing the

revenues of the churchy he reprefents as pernicious

defi^ns, fit only to be practifed in times of popery^

and fuch as the laity ought never to confent to :

from whence, and from what he faid before about

tithes, his lordfhip hath freely declared his opinion,

that the clergy are rich enough, and that the leaft

addition to their fiibfiUence would be a ftep to-

wards popery. Now it happens, that the tv/o only

methods, which could be thought on, with any

probability of fuccefs, towards fi-me reafonabie

augmentation ot ecclefiaftical revenues, are here

rejected by a bifnop as a means for introducing po-

pery, and the nvition publicly warned againft

them : whereas the continuance of the. ftatute of

Mortmain in iuU force, after the church had been

fo
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fo terribly ftrippcd, appeared to her majefty and the

kingdom a very unnecefiary hardfhip; upon which

account it was, at fcveral times, relaxed by the Ic-

giflaturc. Now, as the relaxation of that ftatutc

;s manifeflly one of the rcafons, which gives the

biihop thofe terrible apprehenfions of popery com-

ing on us ; fo I conceive another ground of his

feais is the remiflion of ih^t firjl-fmits and tenths.

But where the inclination of popery lay, whether

ill her majefty, who propofed this benefaction, the

parliament which confirmed, or the clergy who

accepted it, his lordlLip hath not thought fit to de-

termine.

The other popifi expedient for augmenting

church revenues is, encavincr the clerzy to rcnexv no

kafes. Several of the moft eminent clergymen have

affured me, that nothing has been more wifhed for,

by good men, than a lav/ to prevent (at leaft)

bifliops from letting leafes for lives. I could name

ten bifhopricks in England, whofe revenues, one

with another, do not amount to 6oo pounds a year

for each : and if his lordfhip's, for inftance, would

be above ten times the value when the lives are

expired, I (hould think the overplus would not be

i\\ difpofed towards an augmentation of fuch as are

BOW ihamefuUy poor. But I do afiert, that fuch

an cxpcJicnt was not always thought popijh and

dangerous by this right reverend hiftorian. I have

liiaJ the honour formerly to converfe with him j

and he hath told me feveral years ago, that he la-

mented extremely the power v.'hich bifliops had of

letting



OF SARUM's INTRODUCTION. 219

lettino; leafes for lives ; whereby, as he faid, they

were utterly deprived of railing their revenues,

whatever alterations might happen in the value of

money by length of time. 1 think the reproach of

betraying private converfation will not, upon this

account, be laid to my charge. Neither do I be-

Jieve he would have c^langed his opinion upon any

fcore, hut to take up another more agreeable to

the maxims of his party, Ihat the leajl addiii'jn of

property to the c];urch ii onefiep towards popery.

The biiliop p^oes r.n with much earnefinefs and

prolixity to prove. That x\\q pope's contnmation of

the church latids, to tliofe who held them by king

i-/iw/i donation, was null and fraudulent; which

is a point that, I believe, no proiejlnnt in England

would give three-pence to have his choice, whether

it {hould be true or falfe. It might, indeed, fcive

as 4 paiTjge in his hiitory, among a thoufand other

inftances, to detect the knavery of the court of

Rome : but I aik, Where could be the ufe of it in

this introdu£lion? or why all this hafle in puhiiOi-

ing it at this jundure ; and fo out of all nicthfw},

apart, and before the work itfelf? He gives his

reafons in very plain terms : We are now, it feems,

in more danger (7/\nopery than toivards the end cf king

Charles the fecond's reign. Ihr.t fctt of mm (the

tories) Is fo impicvfly corrupted in the point of rchgicn,

that 710 fene of cruelty can frighten than from leaping

into it\ cmdy perhaps, from aclir.g fuch apart in It

as may he ojjigned them. He doubts whether the

hi^h-church ckrgy have any principles ; and there-

fore
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fore will be ready to turn off their wives, and look

on the fires kindled in Sm'tthfieldz- an amiable view.

Thc.'e are the fads he all along takes for granted,

and argues accordingly. Therefore, in dcfpair of

difluading the nobility and gentry of the land from

introducing popery by any motives of honour, reli-

gion, alliance, or mercy, he aiVures them. That

ih'! pope hciih not duly confinned their titles to the

church lauds iu their pojfejjton : which therefore muft

be infallibly reUored as foon as that religion is

cftabliihed among us.

Thus, in his lordfhip's opinion, there is nothing

wanting to make the majority of the kingdom,

both for number, quality, and poilefiion, immedi-

ately embrace popery^ except a Jirm bull from the

pope to fecure the abby and othtr church lands and

tithes to the prefent proprietors and their heirs. If

this only difficulty could now be adjufled, \.\\c pre-

tender would be reftored next fcflion, the two

houfcs reconciled to the church of Rome againft

Eajhr term, and the hies lighted in Smithfieldhy

Midjumrner. Such horrible calumnies agaiiiit a na-

tion are not the lefs injurious to decency, good-

nature, truth, honour, and religion, btcaufe they

may be vented with fafety ; and 1 will appeal to

any reader of common underftanding, whether this

be not the moil; natural and necellary deduclion

from the pafl'ages I have cited and referred to.

Yet all this is but friendly dealing, in comparifoii

with what he affords the clergy upon the fame ar-

iiclc. He fuppoies that whole rcver«.nd body, who

^ differ
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<ilffer from him in principles of church ox ftote^ fo

far from difliking popery upon the abovementioned

motives of perjury^ quitting their wives, or burning

iheir relations ; that the hopes of enjoying the abby

lands would foon bear down ali fuch confiderations,

and be an efFe<3:ual incitement to their perveiTion :

and fo he goes gravely on, as with the only argu-

ment which he thinks can have any force, to af-

fure them, that X.\^t. parochial priejls in Roman ca-

tholic countries, are much poorer than in ours ; the

feveral orders of regidars, and the Tnagnifu£?ice of their

church, devouring all their treajure ; and, by confe-

ijuence, their hopes are vain of expeSllng to be richer

after the introiuStion oy popery.

But after all, his lordfliip defpairs that even this

argument will have any force with our abominable

clergy, becaufe, to uie his own words. They are an.

infenfble and degenerate race, zvho are thinking of no-

thing but their prefent adva?2tag£S ; and, fo that they

may now fupport a luxurious and brutal cnurfe of irre-

gular and voluptuous pra6iices, they are eafdy hired t§

betray their religion, to fell their country, and give up

that liberty and thofe properties, which are the prefent

felicities and glories of this nation.

He feems to reckon all thefe evils as matters

fully determined on, and therefore falls into the

lafl ufual form of defpair, by threatening the au-

thors of thefe miferies with lafiing infamy, and the

curfis of poflerity upon perfidious betrayers of their

trujl.

Let
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Let me turn this narao-raph into vul"^ar laii»iia'>'C

for the ttfe of the poor; and llrictly adhere to the

Itnle of the words. 1 believe, it may be faithfully

tranflated in the following manner: The bulk of the

clergy^ and one third of the hrjhops^ areflupidfons of
whores^ luho think of nothing but getting money as foo7i

as they can ; if they ?nay hut procure enough to fupply

them in gluttony, drunkennefs, and zvhoringy they arc

ready to turn traitors to God and their country^ and
make their fellow-fubjeSis faves. The reft of the

period, about threatening infamy and the curfes

of pofterity upon fuch dogs and villains, may ftand

as it doth itt the bifliop's own phrafe ; and fo make
the paragraph all of a piece.

I will engage, on the other fulc, to paraplirafc

all the rogues and rafcah in the EngUPoinan, fo as tcy

bring them up exactly to his lordfhip's ftyle : but,

for my own part, I much prefer the plain Billings-

gate way of calling names, becaufe it exprefleth our

meaning full as well, and would fave abundance

of time, which is loft by circumlocution : So, for

inftance, fohn Dunton^ who is retained on the fame

fide with the bifhop, calls my lord Treafurer and

lord Bolingbroke traitors, whoremongers, and Jaco-

bites ; which three v/ords coft our right reverend

author thrice as many lines to define them ; and I

hope his lordfhip doth not think there is any difrer-

encc in point of morality, whether a man calls \vq

traitor in one word, or fays I am one hired to betray

my religion, andfell my country.

I atn
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I am not furprized to fee the bl&op mention,

with contempt, all convocations of the clergy ; for

Toland^ Afgil^ Monmouth^ Collins^ Tindal^ and others

of the fraternity, talk the very fame language.

His lordfhip confefieth he is not inclined to expeSi

znuchfrom the ajjemblles of clergymen. There lies the

misfortune ; for, if he and fome more of his order

would corred their inclinations, a' great deal of good

mio-ht be expeded from fuch afiemblies; as much

as they are now cramped by that fubmiffion, which

a corrupt clergy brought upon their innocent fuc-

cefTors. He will not deny that his copioufnefs in ihefe

matters is, in his ozvn opinion, one of the ineaneft parts

of his new work. I will agree with him, unlefs he

happens to be more copious in any thing cMc,

However, it is not eafy to conceive, why he fnould

be fo copious upon a fubjedl he fo much defpifeth,

unlefs it were to gratify his talent of railing at the

cleray, in the number of whom he difdains to be

reckoned, becaufe he is a bijhop ; for it is a ftyle I

obferve fome prelates have fallen into of late years,

to talk of the clergymen as if themfelves were nof

of the number. You will read, in many of their

fpeeches at Dr. SachevcrePs trial, exprefiions to this

or the like cSeS: : My lords, if clergymen be fuffer-

ed, &c. wherein they feem to have reafon ; and I

am pretty confident, that a great majority of the

clergy were heartily inclined to difown any relation

they had to the managers in laivn. However, it

was a confounding argument againft prejhytery, that

thofe prelates, who are moft fufpec^ted to lean that

way
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way, treated their Inferior brethren with haughtl-

nefs^ rigour^ and contempt \ ahhough, to fay the

truth, nothing better could be hoped for ; becaufe,

I believe, it may pafs for an univerl'al lule, that, in

every diocefe governed by bifhops of t'r.e luhlg fpe-

cics, the clergy (efpecially the poorer fort) are

under double dilcipjine ; and the laity left to thcm-

felvcs. The opinion of Sir Thomas More, which

he produceth to prove the ill confequences or infig-

nificancy of convocations, advanceth no fuch thing ;

but fay;;, if the clergy aJJ'cmbled often^ and might o6t

as other ajjembiies cf clergy in Chriftcndom, much good

might have come \ but the misfortune lay in their

long dijufe, and that, in his own and a good part

of his father S time, they never came together, except at

the command of the prince.

I fuppofe, his lordlhip thinks there is fome origi-

nal impediment in the ftudy of divinity, or fccret

incapacity in a gown and caflbck without lawny

which difqualifics all inferior clergymen from de-

bating upon fubjetfts of do£lrine or difcipline in the

church. It is a famous faying of his, That he lookt

upon exftry layman to be an honejl man^ until he isy

hy expericncty co?ivinced te the contrary ; and on every

clergymen as a knave^ until he finds him to he an honefi

man. What opinion then muft wc have of a lower

houfe of convocation ; where, I am confident, he

will hardly find three perfons that ever convinced

him of thicir honefty, or will ever be at the pains

to do it? Nay, I am afraid they would think fuch

a convidlion might be no very advantageous bar-

gain.
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a;ain, to gain the charafter of an honeft man with

his lordfhip, and lofe it with the reft of the world.

In the famous concordate that was made between

Francis I. of France and pope Leo X. the bifhop

tells us, that the king and pope came to a bargain^

by which they divided the liberties of the Galilean

church between them, and indeed quite enjlaved it.

He intends, in the third part of his hiftory, which

he is going to publifh, to open this whole matter to

the zvorld. In the mean time, he mentions fome

ill confequences to the Galilean church from that

concordate^ which are worthy to be obferved : The

church of France became aflave\ and this change in

their conjiitution put an end not only to national, but

even to provincial fyncds in that kingdom. The affem-

blies of the clergy there meet now only to givefubfi-

dies, &c. and he fays, our nation may fee, by that

proceeding, what it is to deliver up the ejfential liberties

of a free conjiitution to a court.

All I can gather from this matter is, that our

king Henry made a better bargain than his contem-

porary Francis, who divided the liberties of the

church between himfelf and the pope, while the

king of England feized them all to himfelf. But

how comes he to number the want of fynods in the

Galilean church among the grievances of that con^

cordate, and as a mark of their flavery, fmce he

reckons all convocations of the clergy in England

to be ufelefs and dangerous ? Or what difference,

in point of liberty, was there between the Galilean

church under Francis, and the Englijb under Harry f

Vol. IX* Q, For
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For the latter was as much a papiji as the former,

unlcfs in the point ot" obedience to the fee of Rome

;

anJ in every qvuility of a good man or a good

piince (except j>erfonal courage, wherein both were

equal) the FrenJ) monarch had the advantage by as

many degrees as is poffible for one man to haveove-r

another.

Henry the eighth had no manner of intention to

rhan^,e religion in hib kinj2;dom •, he continued to

perfccute and burn frotejhnts^ after he had caft ofF

the popiPs fuprcmacy ; and, I fuppofe, his feizurc

of eccleriafti:al revenues (which Francis never at-

tempted) cannot be reckoned as a mark of the

church's liberty, liy the quotation the bifhop fcts

down to ihew the flavcry of the French church, he

reprefcnty it as a grievance, that bijhops are not now

eleSled ihcr-e -as formerly^ but wholly appointed by the

prince \ and that thofc made by the court have been or-

dinarily the chief advayicers of fchifrnSy herefies^ and

opprejjions of the church, lie cites another paflagc

from a Greek writer, and plainly infmuates, that it

isjurtly applicable to her majerty's reign: princes

chufe fuch men to that charge (of a bifliop) ivlfo may

be their JJaveSy and in all things obfeqidous to xvhat

ihey preferibe^ and may lie at their feet ^ and have not

fo viuch as a thought contrary to their cowmands.

Thefc are very fingular paflages for his lordfhip

to fet down, in order to Ihew the difinal ccnfe-

quenccs of the French concordate., by the flavery of

the Gailican cimrch compared with the freedom of

ours. I Ihall not enter into a lung difpute, whe-*

thcr
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ther it were better for religion, that bifhops ftiouid

be chofen by the clergy, or people, or both toge-

ther : I believe, our author would give his vote for

the fecond (which, however, would not have been

of much advantage to himfeif, and fome others that

I could name) ; but I afk, whether biftiops are any

more eledled in England than in France? And the

want of fynods are, in his own opinion, rather a

blefTing than a grievance, unlefs he will affirm^

that more good can be expected from a popijh fynod

than an Englijh convocation. Did the French clergy

ever receive a greater blow to their liberties than

the fubmiffion made to Henry the eighth ; or fo

great a one as the feizure of their lands ? The Re-

formation owed nothing to the good intentions of

king Henry : he was only an inftrument of it (as

the logicians fpeak) by accident; nor doth he ap-

pear, throughout his whole reign, to have had any

other views than thofe of gratifying his infatiable

love of power, cruelty, opprellion, and other irre-

gular appetites. But this kingdom, as well as many

other parts of Europe, was, at that time, generally

weary of the corruptions and impofitions of the

Roman court and church ; and difpofed to receive

thofe dodtrines, which Luther and his followers

had univerfally fpread. Cranmer the archbiftiop,

Cromwell, and others of the court, did fecretly em-

brace the Reformation ; and the king's abrogating

the pope's fupremacy made the people in general

run into the new do£lrine with greater freedom,

becaufe they hoped to be fupported in it by the au^

Q^ 2 thority
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thority and example of their prince \ who difappoint-

ed them fo far, that he made no other ftcp, than

rejc(51ing the /><;/>t'i fupremacy as a clog upon his

own power and paflions ; but retained every cor-

ruption bcTiJes, and became a cruel perfccutor, as

well of thofe who denied his own fupremacy, as of

all others who profefied any protejiant do6i:rine.

Neither hath any thing difgufted me more in read-

ing the hiftories of thofe times, than to fee one of

the woril princes of any age or country celebrated

as an inftrumcnt in that glorious work of the Refor-

mation.

The bifliop, having gone over all the matters

that properly fall within his introduSilon^ proceeds

to expoftulate with feveral forts of people : firft

with prctejianis^ who are no Chri/iians^ fuch as

athcifli, dnfls^ freethinkers^ and the like enemies to

Chrifiianity : but thcfe he treats v/ith the tendernefs

of a friend, becaufe they are all of them of found

^vhig principles in church and ftate. However, to

do him juftice, he lightly toucheth fome old topicks

for the truth of the gofpel ; and concludes, by

-wijlnng that the freethinkers ivould confider ^vell^ if

(anglicc, whether) they think it is pojftble to brifig a

7iaiion to be without any religion at all ; and what the

confeqncnces cf that may prove ; and in cafe they al-

low the negative, he gives it clearly for Chrifti-

anity.

Secondly, he applicth hfmfelf (if I take his

meaning right) to Chriftian papifts, who have a tajle

cf liberty \ vid dcfires them to compare the abfurdity

of
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of their cwn religion ivith the rcafonablenefs of the re-

formed: againft which, as wood luck would have

it, I have nothing to obic£l.

Thirdly, he is fomewhat rough againft his own

party, who^ having tajled the fweets of proteftant li-

berty^ can look hack fo tamely on popery coming on

them ; it looks as if they were bewitched, or that

the devil were in them, to be fo negligent. It is

not enough^ that they refolve not to turn papifts ihc?n-

fehes ; they ought to awaken all about them, even the

pio/i ignorant and Jiupid, to apprehend their danger,

and to exert themfelves tvith their ui?noJi itiduflry to

guard againji it, and to refi/i it. If after all their

,
endeavours to prevent it, the corruption of the age, and

the art and power of our enemies, prove too hard for

us ; tl}tn, and not until then, we mufl fubmit to the

will of God, and befilent; and prepare ourfelves for

all the extremities of fuffering and of mifery^ with 7^,

great deal more of the lame ftrain.

With due fubmiflion to the profound fagacity of

this prelate, who can fmell popery at five hundred

miles diftance, better thzn fanaticifm juH under his

nofe, I take leave to tell him, that this reproof to

his friends, for want of zeal and clamour againft

popery, favery, and the pretender, is what they have

not deferved. Are the pamphlets and papers, daily

publiflied by the fublime authors of his party, full

of any thing elfe ? Are not the Queen, the mi-

nifters, the majority of lords and commons, loudly

taxed, in print, with this charge againft them at

full length ? Is it not the perpetual echo of every

(^ 3
'^^'^g
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luhig cofFee-houfe and club ? Have they not quar-

tered popery and the pretender upon the peace and

treaty of commerce ; upon the pofTeflinrr, and quit-

ting, and keeping, and dtniolifliing of Dunkirk?

Have they not clamoured, becaufe the pretender

continued in France^ and becaufe he left it ? Have
they not reported that the town fvvarmed with

many thoufand papijh ; when, upon fcarch, there

were never found fo icw of that religion in it be-

fore ? If a clergyman prcacheth obedience to the

higher powers, is he not immediately traduced as a

papiji ? Can mortal man do more r To deal plainly,

my lord, your friends are not ftrong enough yet to

make an infurrcfflion ; and it is unreafonable to

expe£l one from them, until their neighbours be

ready.

My lord, I have a little ferioufnefs at heart upon

this po'mty where your lordftiip affects to fhew fo

much. When you can prove, that one lingle word

hath ever dropt from any minifter of ftate, m pub-

lic or private^ in favour of the pretender, or his

caufe ; when you can make it appear, that, in the

courfe of this adminiftration, fince the Quf.sn

thought fit to change her fervants, there hath one

ilep been made towards weakening the Hanover

title, or giving the leaft countenance to any other

•wh.itfoever ; then, and not until then, go dry your

chaff -^.w^ Jiuhble, give fire to the zeal of your facti-

on, and reproach thcin with lukcwarmnefs.

Fourthly, the bifhop applies himfelf to the toria

in general ; taking it for gran'.ed, after his charit-

able
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able manner, that they are aM ready prepared to

introduce popery. He puts an exciife into their

mouths, by which they would endeavour tojuftjty

their chant^e of religion ; Popery is not tvbat it was

before the Kcfarmatim : things are now much fnended^

andfurther correilions might be cxpctUd^ if we would

enter into a treaty with them : in particular^ they fee

the error of proceuUng feverely tvith herclicks
', fa that

there is no reafon ta apprehend the returns offtich cruel-

ties^ as were praSlijcd an age and a half ago..

This, he ailures us, is a plea offered by the tories,

in defence of thenifelves, for going about, at this

juniSture, to eftdblifti the popijh religion among us :

what argument doth he bring to prove the fa<Sl it-

felf?

^libus indiciisy quo tefie probavit f

Nil horum : verhofa ct grandis cpilhia venit.

Nothing but this tedious Introduction^ wherein he

fuppofeth it all along as a thing granted. That there

might be a perfect union in the whole Chri(tian

church, is a bleffing which every good man wifti-

eth, but no reafon;'.ble man can hope. 'Ihat the

more polite Rcvion caiholicks have, in leveral

places, given up feme of their fuperftitious foppe-

ries, particularly concerning legends., relicksy and

the like, is what no body denies, lint the mate^.

rial points in did'erence between us and them arc

univerfaliy retained and afll-rted in all their contro-

verfial writings. And if his lordlhip rcal'iy thinks

that every man, who differs from him under the

name ef a iory in fome church and ftate opinions,

C^4 .. is
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is ready to believe tranfuhjlantiation
^ furgatory^ the

tufallibHity of pope or councils, to worftnp faints

and angels, and the like ; 1 can only pray God to

enlighten his underftanding, or graft in his heart

the firft principles of charity ; a virtue, which fome

people ought not, by any means, wholly to re-

nounce, bfcaufe it covereth a multitude offim.

Fifthly, the bifhop applies himfelf to his own
party in both houfes of parliament, whom he ex-

horts to guard their religion and liberty againji all

danger, at tvhat dijlance foever it may appear. If
they are abfent and remifs on critical occafions ; that is

to fay, if they do not attend clofe next feffion, to

vote upon all occafions whatever againft the pro-

ceedings of the Queen and her miniftry, or if any

views of advantage to themfelves prevail on them : in

other words, if any of them vote for the bill of

commerce, in hopes of a place or a penfion, a title

or a garter ; God may work a deliverancefor us ano-

ther %vay (that is to fay, by inviting the Dutch)
j

iut they and their families, i. e. thofe who are neg-

ligent, or xtvohtxs, f)Gll perifl) 'y by which is meant,

they fhall be hanged, as well as the prefent miniftry

and their abettors, as foon as we recover our

power ; becaufe they let in idolatry, fiiperjiition and

tyranny \ becaufe they ftood by and fuffered the

peace to be made, the bill of commerce to pafs, and

Dunkirk to lie undemoliflied longer than we ex-

pe6ted, without raifing a rebellion ?

His laft application is to the tory clergy, a parcel

of hlind^ ignorant^ dumb, Jleeping, greedy drunken
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,dogs. A pretty artful epifcopal method is this, of

calling his brethren as many injurious names as he

pleafeth. It is but quoting a text of fcripture,

where the characSlers of evil men are Jefcribed, and

the thing is done-, and, at the fame time, the ap-

pearances of piety and devotion preferved. I would

engage, with the help of a good concordance^ and

the liberty of perverting holy writ, to find out as

many injurious appellations, as the Englijlman

throws out ill any of his politic papers, and apply

them to thofe perfons ivho call good evil^ and evil

frssdi t© thofe who cry without caufe, Everyman

to his tent, O Ifrael ! and to thofe who curfe the

Queen in their hearts !

Thefe <lecent words, he tells us, make up a lively

defcription offuch pajiors as ivill not fudy controverfy^

nor knozu the depths of Satan. He means, I fuppofe,

the controverfy between us and the pap-fis ; for as

to tht freethinkers and dlffenters of every denomina-

tion, they are fome of the beft friends to the caufe.

Now I have been told, there is a body of that kind

of controverfy publifhed by the London divines,

which is not to be matched in the world. I be-

lieve likewife, there is a good number of the clergy

at prefent thoroughly verfed in that ftudy ; after

which. I cannot but give my judgment, that it

would be a very idle thing for paftors in general to

bufy themfelves aiuch in difputes againft popery ; it

being a dry heavy employment of the mind at beft^

efpecially when, God be thanked, there is fo little

occafion for it, in the generality of parifhes, through-

out
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c\jt the Iciii-gdom, and niuft be daily Jefs and Icfs,

by the juft feveiky of the laws, and the utter :»ver-

fion of our people from thai idolatrous fupcrflition.

If I might be fo- bold to name thofe who have

the honour to be of his lordfhip's party, I would

tciUure to tell him, that pajiors have much more

occafion to ftudy controverfies againft the feveral

cYziics oi fr£ci/jinhrs and dijjenters : the former (I

beg his lordfliip's pardon for faying fo) being a lit-

tle worfe than papifis, and both of them more dan-

geioiis at preferit to our conftitution both in church

and flate. Not that I xh'xnXi prejlylcry (o corrupt a

fyftcm of Chriftian religion as popery ; I believe it is

not above one third as bad : but I think ihc pre/hy'

terians, and their clans of other fanaticks^ of free-

thinkers and athe't/ls that dangle after them, arc as

well inclined to pull down the prefent eflablifli-

raent of monarchy and religion, as any fett of pa~

pijis in Chriftendom j and therefore that our dan-

ger> as things now fiand, is infinitely greater from

©ur proieftant enemies ; bccaufc they are n.uch more

able to ruin us, and lull as willing. There is no

doubt, but prcfbytery and a commonwealth arc lefs

iormidablc evils than popery^ Jlavery^ and the pre~

icndcr
'i

for \i \.\\t fanaiicks were in power, I fhould

be in more rippiehcnfion of being darved than

buuned. But there are, probably, \n England ioiiy

dijjeniers of all kinds, including their brethren the

freethinkers^ (or one papijh, and allowing one ^^^//?

to be as terrible as three dijjhitcrsy it will appear,

bv arithmctick, that we are thirteen times and one

third
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third more in danger of being ruined by the latter

than the former.

The other qualification, ncceffary for all paftors,

if they will no: be bUnd, ignorant, greedy, drunken

dogs, &c. is to knoiu the depths of .Satan. This is

harder than the former; that a poor gentleman

ought not to be parfon, vicar, or curate of a pariflj,

except he be cunninger than the devil. I am afraid •

it will be difficult to remedy this defc6>, for one

maniteft reafon, becaufe whoever had only half

the cunnino- of the devil, would never take up

with a vicarage of ten pounds a year to live on at

his eaj'e, as my lord exprefleth it ; but feek. out for

fome better livelihood. Kis lordfliip is of a nation

very much diftinguilhed for that quality of cunning

(although they have a great many better) ; and, I

think, he was never accufed for wanting his (hare.

However, upon a trial of (kill, I would venture to

*
lay fix to four on the dcviVs fide, who muft be al-

lowed to be at lead the older pracfitioncr. Telling

truth {hames him, and refinance makes him fly ;

but to attempt outwitting him, is to fight him at

his own weapon, and, confequently, no cunning

at all. Another thing I would obferve is, that a

man may be in the depths of Satan without knowing

them all j and fuch a man may be fo far in Satan^s

depths, as to be out of his own. One of the depths

of Satan is to counterfeit an angel of light. Another,

I believe, is to ftir up the people againft their go-

vernors by falfe fuggeftions of danger. A third, is

to be a projnpter to falfc brethren, and to fend wolves

about
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Ahont m Jhccp's cloathhtg. Sometimes he fends y*-

ftilts about E-r.glo}id\n the habit and cant oi fana-

ticks ; at other times he hath fanatic nnflionaries in

the habits of . I fliall mention but one more

of Satan s depths j for I confcfs I know not the

hundredth part of them ; and that is, to employ his

cmiflaries in crying out againft remote imaginary

dangers, by which we may be taken ofF fiom de-

fending ourfclves againfl thofe which are really juft

at our elbows.

But his lordfliip draws towards a conclufion,

and bids us look about^ to confidcr the danger we are

in before it is too late j for he aflures us, we are al-

ready going into fome of the worjl parts of popery ;

like the man, who was fo much in haile for his

new coat, that he put it on the wrong fide out,

Juricular confeffion, priejUy ahfolution^ arid the facri-

fce of the mafs^ have made great progrefs in Eng-

land^ and nobody hath obferved it : feveral other

popijh points are carried higher with us^ than by the

p'iicjls thetnfelves : and fomcbody, it feems, had the

impudence to propofe an union v/ith the GalJican church,

I have, indeed, heard that Mr. LcJJie publi(hed a

difcourfe to that purpofe, which I have never fecn

;

nor do I perceive the evil in propofing an union be-

tween any two churches in Chrijicndom. Without

doubt, Mr. Lcfie is moft unhappily mifled in his

politicks J but, if he be the author of the late [Z»J

tract againft popery, he hath given the world fuch

[b] The Cjfc ftatcd,

a proof
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a proof of his founclnefs in religion, as many a

b'ljhop ought to be proud of. I never favv the gen-

tleman in my life : I icnow he is the fon of a great

and excellent prelate, who, upon feveral accounts,

was one of the moft extraordinary men of his age.

Mr. Lefue hath written many ufeful difcourfes upon

feveral fubjecls, and hath fo well deferved of the

Chriftian religion, and the church of England in

particular, that to accufe him of Impudence for pro-

pofmg an union in two very different faiths, is a ftyle

which, I hope, few will imitate. I deleft Mr.

Lejlle's political principles as much as his lordfhip

can do for his heart ; but I verily believe he a£ts

from a miftaken confcience, and therefore I diftin-

guifh between the principles and the perfon. How-
ever, it is fome mortification to me, when I fee an

avoiued nonjuror contribute more to the confound-

ing of popery^ than could ever be done by a hundred

thoufand fuch introduSimis as this.

His lordfhip ends with difcovering a fmall ray of

comfort. God be thankedy there are rnany among us

tJmtJiand upon the watch-tower, and that give faith-

ful warning ; that ftand in the breach, and make them-

felves a wallfor their church and country ; that cry to

God day and nighty and lie in the duji mouryiing be'

fore him, to avert thofe judgments that feetn to hafien

toivards us. They fearch into the myfiery of iniquity

that is working among us, and acquaint ihemfslves wiib

that mafs of corruption that is in popery. He prays,

That the number of thefe may increafe, and that he may

be of that numbery ready either to die in peace, cr is

5 /^"^
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feal that doHrine he bat!' been preachhi^ above fifty

years luith his blood. This being his lad paragraph,

I have made bold to traDl'cribc the mod important

parts of it. His dcfign is to end after the manner

of orators, with leaving the ftrongcft imprcflion

poflible upon the minds of his h'.artrs. A great

breach is made, the myjlcry of pspijh iniquity is word-

ing among us ; may God avert thofe judgments that

are hajlening towards us ; I am an old man, a

preacher above fifty years, and I now expe£t, and

am ready, to die a martyr for the doctrines I have

preached. What an amiable idea doth he here

leave upon cur minds of her majefty and her go-

vernment i he hath been poring fo long upon Fox's

book of mart) rs, that he imagines himfelf living

in the reign of queen Mary, and is refolvcd to fet

up for a knight-errant againft popery. Upon the

fuppofition of his being in carnelt (which I am
iure he is not), it would require but a very little

more heat of imagination to make a hiltory of fuch

a knight's adventures. What would he fay to be.

hold t\\t fires kindled in Smithfield, and all over th:

ioivn, on the fcventeenth of November ? to behold

the pope borne in triumph on the flioulders of the

people, with a cardinal on one fide y and the pretender

on the other? He would never believe it was queen

Eliz^abeth's day, but that of her perfecuting filter

:

In fhort, how eafily might a luindmill be takenfor

the whore of Babylon, and a puppet-Jhoiu for a po-

pi(h procefTion ?

3 But
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But Enibuftafm is none of his lordfiiip's faculty;

I am inclined to believe, be might be melanchoJy

enouoh, when he writ this Introdu£lion: the Je-

(pair, at his age, of feeing a fa<Slion reftored, to

which he hath lacrififed fo great a part of his Life::

th« little fuccefs he can hope for in cafe he fliouJd

refumc thofe high-church principles in defence i£

which h€ hrft employed his pen ; no vifible expec-

tation of removing to Farnham^ or Lambeth : amfl

laftly, the misfortune of being hated by every ojie,

who either wears the habit, or values the profeiB-

on, of a clergyman. No wonder fuch a fpirif, in

fuch a iituation, is provoked beyond the regard-s

of truth, decency, religion, or felf-conviclion. T®

do him juftice, he feems to hav£ nothing elfe left,

but to cry out halun^ gibbets^ faggoU^ inqnifit'ion^

popery, Jlavery., and t.\\Q pretender. But in the meaa

time, he little confiders what a world of mifcbief

he doth to his caufe. It is very convenient for the

prefent defigns of that fadion, to fpread the opiaiaa

of our immediate danger from popery and i\^e prs-

iender. His directors therefore ought, in my
humble opinion, to have employed his lordfliip iia

publifhing a book, wherein he fhould have afErni-

ed, by the moft folemn affeverations, that all things

were fafe and well ; for the world hath ccntratSled

{o ftrong a habit of believing him backwards, that

I am confident nine parts in ten of thofe, who

have read or heard of his IntroduElion^ have flep-t

in greater fecurity ever fmce. It is like the .me-

lancholy tone of a watchman a: midni^ht^ who
.thiirops
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thumps with his pole as if fome thief were break-

ing in } but you know, by the noifc, that the door

is faft.

However, he thanks God there are many among

us whojland hi the breach. I believe there may ; it

is a breach of their own makinjj and they defio-n

to come forward, and ftorm and plunder, if they

be not driven back. They make themfehes a xvallfor

their church and country. A fouth wall, I fuppofe,

for all the beft fruits of the church and country to be

nailed on. Let us examine this metaphor. The
wall of our church aiid country is built of thofe, who
love the conftitution in both : our domeftic ene-

mies undermine fome parts of the tvall., and place

themfelves in the breach, and then they cry, We are

the ivall. We do not like fuch patch-work ; they

build with untempered mortar; nor can they ever

cement with us, till they get better materials and

better workmen. God keep us from having our

breaches made up with fuch rubbifh. They jland

upon the ivatJj-tower ! they are, indeed, pragma-

tical enough to do fo ; but who afligncd them that

poft, to give us falfe intelligence, to alarm us with

falfe dangers, and fend us to defend one gate,

while their accomplices are breaking in at ano-

ther ? They cry to God day and niglft to avert the

judgment of popery, which feems to hajlen towards us.

Then I affirm, they arc hypocrites by day, and filthy

dreamers by night : when they cry unto him, he will

not hear them ; for they cry againft the plaineft dic-

tates of their own confcience, reajbn, and belief.

But,
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But, laftly, thn lie in the dujl mourning before

him. Hang me if I believe that, unlefs it be figu-

ratively fpolcen. But fuppofe it to be true, why
do they lie in the dujl ? Becaufe they love to raife it.

For what do they mown ? Why, for power, wealtb»

and places. There let the enemies of the Queen
and monarchy of the church lie and mourn, and

lick, the dujl like ferpents, till they are truly fenfible

of their ingratitude, falfhood, difobedience, flander,

blafphemy, fedition, and every evil work.

I cannot find in my heart to conclude, without

ofi^ering his lordfhip a little humble advice upon

fome certain points.

Firft, I would advife him, if it be not too late

in his life, to endeavour a little at mending his

ftyle, which is mighty defe£tive in the circumjlances

of grammar, propriety, politenefs, and fmooth-

nefs. I fancied at firfl it might be owing to the

prevalence of his paffion, as people fputter out non-

fenfe for hafte, when they are in a rage. And, in-

deed, I believe tliis before me hath received fome
additional imperfections from that occafion. But
whoever hath heard his fermons, or read his other

trails, will find him very unhappy in the choice

and difpofition of his words ; and, for want of va-

riety, repeating them, efpecially the particles, in a

manner very grating to an Englijh ear. But I con-

fine myfelf to this Introduction, as his laft work,

where, endeavouring at rhetorical y^sw^n, he gives

us only bunches of thijlles ; of which I could pre-

VoL. IX. R feut
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fent the reader with a plentiful crop ; but I refer

him to every page and line of the pamphlet itfelf.

Secondly, I would mod humbly advife his lord-

ftiip to examine a little into the nature of Truth,

and fometimes to hear whaty?»ir fays. I (hall pro-

duce two inftances among an hundred. When he

aflerts, that we are noiv in more danger of popery

than towards the end of king Charles the fecond's

reign ; and gives the broadeft hints, that the

QiiEEN, the miniftry, the parliament, and the

clergy, are juft going to introduce it; I defire to

know whether he really thinks Truth is of his fide,

or whether he be not i\xxQ Jhe is againft him ? If the

latter, then Truth and he will be found in two dif-

ferent ftories, and which are we to believe ? Again,

when he gravely advifes the tories not to light the

fires in Smithfeld, and goes on, in twenty places

already quoted, as if the bargain was made for po-

pery zndi Jlavery to enter; I a(k again, whether he

hath rightly confidered the nature of Truth ? I de-

fire to put a parallel cafe. Suppofe his lordfliip

fhould take it into his fancy to write and publifti a

letter to any gentleman of no infamous charadter

for his religion or morals ; and there advife him

with great earneftnefs not to rob or fire churches,

ravifli his daughter, or murder his father; (hew

him the fin and danger of thcfe enormities ; that, if

he flattered himfelf he could efcape in difguife,

or bribe his jury, he was grievoufly miftaken ; that

he muft, in all probability, forfeit his goods and

chattels; die an ignominous death, and be curft by

pofterity ;
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pofterity : would not fuch a gentleman juftly think

himfelf highly injured, although his lordfhip did

not affirm, that the faid gentleman had picklocks

or combuftibles ready ; that he had attempted his

daughter, and drawn his fword againft his father in

order to ftab him ? whereas, in the other cafe, this

writer affirms over and over, that all attempts for

introducing />(7/»^ry znA Jlavery are already made, the

whole bunnefs concerted, and that little lefs than a

miracle can prevent our ruin.

Thirdly, I could heartily wifh his lordfhip would

not undertake to charge the opinions of one or twa,

and thofe probably novjurors^ upon the whole body

of the nation that differs from him. Mr. Lejlie writ

a propofal for an union with the Galilean church':

fomebody elfe hath carried the necejjity of priejihood

in the point of baptifm farther than popery : a third

hath ajjerted the independency of the church on thejlate^

and in many things arraigned the fupremacy of the

crown. Then he fpeaks in a dubious infmuating

way, as if fome other popijh tenets had been al-

ready advanced, and at laft concludes in this af-

feded ftrain of defpondency; What will all ihefe

things end in F And on what defign are they driven ?
Alai^ it is too vifible ! It is as clear as the fun, that

thefe authors are encouraged, by the minifiryy with

a defign to bring in popery j and in popery all thefe

things will end.

I never was fo uncharitable to believe that the

whole party^ of which his lordftiip profelTeth him-

felf a member, had a real formed defign of eftablifh-

R 2 in*
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ing athetfm among us. The reafon why the whigi

have taken the atheijls or freethinkers into their

body is, becauTe they wholly agree in their political

fchcmes, and differ very Hale in church power and

difcipline. However, i could turn the argument

againrt his lordfhip with very great advantage by

quoting paflagcs from fifty pamphlets wholly made

up of ichiggifm and atheifw, and then conclude.

What will all thefe things end in F And on what defign

are they driven ? Alas^ it is too vifible !

Laftly, I would beg his lordthip not to be fo ex-

ceedingly outrageous upon the memory of the dead
j

becaufe it is highly probable, that, in a very (hort

time, he will be one of the number. He hath, in

plain words, given Mr. Wharton the character of a

moft malicious, revengeful, treacherous, lying,

mercenary villain. To which I fhall only fay, that

the dire<5l reverfe of this amiable defcription is what

appears from the works of that mofl learned di-

vine, and from the accounts given me by thofe,

who knew him much better than the bifhop fcems

to have done. I meddle not with the moral part

of this treatment. God Almighty forgive his lord-

ihip this manner of revenging himfelf ; and then

therd will be but little confequence from an accu-

fation, which the dead cznnot feel, and which none

of the living will believe.

SOME
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IN handling this fubje6t, I (hall proceed wholly

upon the fuppofition, that thofe of our party,

who profefs themfelves members of the church

eftablifhed, and under the apoftolical government

of bifhops, do defire the continuance and tranfmif-

fion of it to pofterity, at leaft in as good a condition

as it is at prefent : becaufe, as this difcourfe is not

calculated for diflenters of any kind, fo neither will

it fuit the talk or fentiments of thofe perfons, who,

with the denomination of churchmen, are oppref-

fors of the inferior clergy, and perpetually quarrel"-

ling at the great incomes of the bifhops ; which is

a traditional cant delivered down from former times,

and continued with great reafon, although it be

now near two hundred years fmce almoft three parts.

[<:] The general fubjeift of this pamphlet leads me to recolle£t a

cjrcumftance much to the dean's honour j he could never be induced

to take fines for any of the chapter lands ; he always chofe to raife

the rents, as the method leaft oppreflive to the prefent tenant, and

jnoft advantageous to all future tenants and landlords. Orrerv.

R 4 in
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in four of the church revenues have been taken

from the clergy, bcfides the fpoils t'lat have been

gradually made ever fincc of glebes and other bads,

by the confufion of times, the fraud of encroach-

ing neighbours, or the power of opprcfl'ors too

gicat CO be encountered.

About the time of the Reformation, many popijh

bifhops of this kingdom, knowing they muft: have

been focn rejected if they would not change their

religion, made long leafcs and fee-farms of great

part of their lands, rcferving very inconfiderable

jents, fometimes only a chiefry, by a power they

^fTumcd dirc6lly contrary to many ancient canons,

yet confiftent enough with the coipmon law, This

trade held on for many years after the biiliops be-

came pipteftants ; and forne of their names are ftill

remembered with infamy, on account of enrich-

ing their families by fuch facrilcgious alienations.

By thefe means epifcopal revenues were fo low re-

duced, that three or four iees were often united to

make a tolerable competency. For fume remedy

to this evil, king Jaims the firft, by a bounty, that

became a good Chriftian prince, beftovved feveral

forfeited lands on the northern bi0iopricks : bur, in

^11 other pans of the kingdom, the church conti-

nued ftill in the fame diftrefs and poverty ; fom?

of the fees hardly polllfling enough to maintain a

country vicar. About the middle of king Charles

the nrft's leign, tue legiflature here thought fit to

put a ftop at leaft to any farther alienations j an^

fo a law was enacted, prohibiting all biftiops and
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other ecclefiaftical corporations from fetting their

lands for above the tenTi of twenty-one years ; the

rent referved to be one half of the real value of fuch

lands at the time they were fet, without which

condition the leafe to be void.

Soon after the Reftoration of king Charles the

fecond, the parliament taking into confideration the

miferable eftate of the church, certain lands, by

way of augmentati(^n, were granted to eight bifhops

in the a6l of fettlement, and confirmed in the a£t

of explanation ; of which bounty, as I remember,

three fees were, in a great meafure defeated ; but

.by what accidents, it is not here of any importance

to relate.

This, at prefent, is the condition of the church

in Ireland with regard to epifcopal revenues : which

I have thus briefly (and perhaps imperfedliy) de-

duced for fome information to thofe, whofe thoughts

do not lead them to fuch confiderations.

By virtue of the ftatute already mentioned, under

king Charles the firft, limiting ecclefiaftical bodies

to the term of twenty-one years under the referved

rent of half real value, the bifhops have had fome

(hare in the gradual rife of lands, without which

they could not have been fupported with n.y com-

mon decency that might become their ftati-m. It

is above eighty years ftnce the paffinjT of tbn^ a(5l

;

the fee of Meath^ one of the beft ;p ihe l^ingdoiTi,

was then worth about 400/. per annum ; the poorer

ones in the fame proportion. If this were tiieir

prefent condition, I cannot conceive how they

would



250 ARGUMENTS AGAINST
would have been able to pay for their patents, or

buy their robes ; but this will certainly be the con-

dition of their fucccfiTors, if fuch a bill fliould pafs,

as they fay is now intended, which I will fuppofe ;

and believe many pcrfons, who may give a vote for

it, are not aware of.

However, this is the aft which is now attempted

to be repealed, or at leail eluded ; fome are for

giving bifliops leave to lett fee-farms, others would

allow them to lett leafes for lives ; and the moft

moderate would repeal that claufe, by which the

bifhops arc bound to lett their lands at half value.

The reafons for the rife of value in lands are of

two kinJs. Of the firft kind, are long peace and

fettlement after the devaftations of war ; plantati-

ons, improvements of bad foil, recovery of bogs

and marfhes, advancement of trade and manufac-

tures, increafe of inhabitants, encouragement of

agriculture, and the like.

But there is another reafon for the rife of land,

more gradual, conflant and certain; which will

have its effects in countries that are very far from

flourifhing in any of the advantages I have juft

mentioned : I mean the perpetual dccreofe m the value

of gold andfilver. I (hall difcourfe upon thefe two

different heads with a view towards the bill now
attempted.

As to the firft : I cannot fee how this kingdom

is at any heighth of improvement, while four parts

in five of the plantations for thirty years pad have

been real dif-improvements \ nine in ten of the

quickfet-
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quickfet-hedges being ruined for want of care or

(kill. And as to foreft trees, they being often

taken out of woods, and planted in iingle rows on

the tops ot ditches, it is impciiible they fhould

grow to be of ufe, beauty, or fhelter. Neither

can it be faid, that the foil of Ireland is improved

to its full heighth, while fo much lies all winter

under water, and the bogs made almofl defperate

by the ill cutting of the turf. There hath indeed

been fome little improvement in the manufadlures

of linen and woollen, although very fhort of per-

fe6tion ; but our trade was never in fo low a con-

dition ; and as to agriculture, of which all wife

nations have been fo tender, the defolation made

in the country, by engroffing graziers, and the

great yearly importation of corn from England^ are

lamentable inflances under what difcouragement it

lies.

But, notwithftanding all thefe mortifications, I

fuppofe there is no well-wifii&r to his country

without a little hope, that in time the kingdom

jnay be on a better foot in fome of the articles

above-mentioned. But it would be hard, if eccle-

fiaftical bodies fhould be the only perfons excluded

from any fhare in public advantages, which yet can

never happen, without a greater {bare of profit to

their tenants. If God fends rain equally upon the

juji and the unjiifi^ why Ihould thofe, who wait at

his altars, and are inftrudlnrs of the people, be cut

ofF from partaking in the general benefits of law,

or of nature ?

But,
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But, as this way of rcafoning may feem to bear

a more favourable eye to the clergy than perhaps

vill fuit with the prefent difpofition or fafliion of

the age ; 1 (hall therefore dwell more largely upon

the fecond reafon tor the rife of land, which ib the

perpetual decreaje of the value ofgold andfilver.

I his may be obferved from the courfc of the

Rc7nan hillory above two thoufand years before

thofc inexhauflible fiiver mines of Poioft were

known. 'J'he value of an obolus, . and of every

other coin, between the time of Romulus and that

of Augujlm^ gradually funk, above five parts in fix,

as rpp ars by feveral paflages out of the beft au-

thors. And yet the prodigious wealth of that ftate

did not arife from the increafe of bullion in the

world by the difcovery of new mines, but from a

much more accidental caufe, which was the fpread-

ing of their conquefts, and thereby importing into

Rome and Italy the riches of the eajl and wejl.

When the feat of empire was removed to Con-

(lant'inople^ the tide of money flowed that way
without ever returning ; and was fcattered in Afia,

But when that mighty empire was overthrown by

the northern people, fuch a ftop was put to all trade

and commerce, that vaft fums of money were bu-

ried to efcape the plundering of the conquerors j

and what remained was carried off by thofe ra- .

vagers.

It were no difficult matter to compute the va-

lue of money in England A\x\\n^ the ^axon reigns j

but the morikifh, and other writers, fince the Con-

queft.
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queft, have put that matter in a clearer light, by

the fevcral accounts they have given us of the va-

lue of corn and cattle in years of dearth and plenty.

Every one knows that king John^s whole portion,

before he came to the crown, was but five thou-

fand pounds, without a foot of land.

I have likewife feen the fteward's account of an

ancient noble family in England^ written in Latin

between three and four hundred years ago, with the

feveral prices of wine and victuals, to confirm my
obfervations.

I have been at the trouble of computing (as

others have done) the different values of money for

about four hundred years paft. Henry duke of Z<7«-

cajier, who lived about that period, founded an hof-

pital in Leice/ier for a certain number of old men,
charging his lands with a groat a week to each for

their maintenance, which is to this day duly paid

them. In thofe times, a penny was equal to ten

pence half-penny, and fomewhat more than half a

farthing in ours j which makes about eight ninths

difference.

This is plain alfo from the old cuftom upon

many eftates in England to lett for leafes of lives

(renewable at pleafure) where the referved rent is

ufually about twelve pence a pound, which then was

near the half real value: and, although the fines be

not fixed, yet the landlord gets altogether not a-

bove three (hillings in the pound of the worth of

his hmd : and the tenants are fo v/edded to this

cuftom.
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cuftom, that, if the owner fuffer three lives to ex-

pire, none of thcni will take a leafe on other con-

ditions J or, if he brings in a foreigner who will a-

grec to pay a reafonaole rent, the other tenants,

by all manner of injuries, will make that foreigner

fo uneafy, that he mufl: be forced to quit the farm
;

as the- late earl of Bath felt by the experieAfe of

above ten thoufand pounds lofs.

The gradual decreafe, for about two hundred

years after, was not confiderable ; and therefore I do

not rely on the account given by fome hiftorians,

that Harry the feventh left behind him eighteen

hundred thoufand pounds; for, although the JVeJl-

Jt'idies were difcovercd before his death, and altho'

hchad'thebeft talents and inftruments for exact-

ing of money ever polTeffcd by any prince fmce the

time of Vcfpaftan (whom he refembled in many
particulars), yet, I conceive, that in his days the

whole toin of England could hardly amount to fuch

a fum. For, in the reign of Philip and Mary^

Sir Cockiiin of Derbyjhire^ the beft houfc-keeper

of his quality in the county, allowed his lady fifty

pounds a year for maintaining the family, one pound

a year wages to each fervant;, and two pounds to

the fteward ; as I was told by a perfon of quality,

who had feen the original account of his oeconomy.

Now, this fum of fifty pounds, added to the ad-

vantages of a large domain, might be equal to

about five hundred pounds a year at prefent, or

fomcvvhat more than t'onrffths.

The
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The great plenty of filver in England began ia

queen Elizabeth's reign, when Drake and others

took vaft quantities of coin and bullion from the

Spaniards^ either upon their own American coafts,

or in their return to Spain. However, fo much
hath been imported annually from that time to this,

that the value of money in England, 'and moft part§

of Europe, is funk above one half v.'ithin the fpace

of an hundred years, nctwithftanding the great ex-

port of filver, for above eight years paft, to the

EaJl'Indies, from whence it never returns. But

gold, not being liable to the fame accident, and by

new difcoveries growing every day more plentiful,

feems in danger of becoming a drug.

This hath been the progrefs of the value of mo-
ney in former ages ; and muft, of neceffity, continue

fo for the future, without fome new invafion of

Goths and Vaiidals, to deftroy law, property, and re-

ligion, alter the very face of nature, and turn ths

world upfide down.

I muft repeat, that what I am to fay upon the

fubjedt is intended only for the conviction of

thofe among our own party, who are true lovers oi^

the church, and would be glad it {hould continue

in a tolerable degree of profperity to the end of the.

world.

The church is fuppofed to laft for ever both in

its difcipline and dcxSlrine ; which is a privilege

common to every petty corporation, who muft like-

wife obfer?e ths laws of their foundation. If a

gentleman's
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gentleman's cllatc, which now yields him a thou-

fand poundsi a year, had hi en (ct for ever at the

hif^heft value even in the fl )urifliing days of king

Chades the lecond, would it now amount to above

four or five hundred at mod ? What if this had

happened two or three hundred years ago j would

the rclerved rent at this day be any more than a

fmall chicfry? Suppofe the revenues of a bi&op to

have been under the fame circumftances ; could he

now be able to perform works of hofpitality and

charity? Thus, if the revenues of a biihop be li-

mited to a thoufand pounds a yearj how will his

fucceflbr be in a condition to fupport his ftatioa

with decency, when the fame denomination of

money fhall not anfwer an half, a quarter, or an

eighth part of that fum ? Which muft, unavoida-

bly, be the confcquence of any bill to elude the

limiting acl, whereby the church was preferved

from utter ruin.

The fame reafon holds good in all corporations

whatfoever, who cannot follow a more pernicious

pra£lice than that of granting perpetuities, for

which many of them fmart to this day; although

the leaders among them are often fo ftupid as not

to perceive it, or fometimes fo knavifli as to find

their private account in cheating the community.

Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this

growing evil about an hundred years ago ; and,

inftead of limiting their rents to a certain fum of

money, prevailed with their tenants to pay the price

of
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iaf fo many barrels of corn to be valued as the

market went at two feafons (as I remember) in the

year. For a barrel of corn is of a real intrinfic

value, which gold and filver are not: and, by this

invention, thefe colleges have preferved a tolerable

fubfiftence for their felloWs and ftudents to this

day.

The prefent bifhops will, indeed, be no fufFerers

by fuch a bill ; becaufe, their ages confidered, they

cannot expedl to fee any great decreafe in the value

of money; or at worft they can make it up in the

fines, which will, probably, be greater than ufual

upon the change of leafes into fee-farms or lives

;

or without the power of obliging their tenants to

a real half value. And, as I cannot well blame

them for taking fuch advantages (confidering the

nature of human kind) when the queftion is only^

whether the money Ihall be put into their own or

another man's pocket ; fo they will never be excu-

fable before God or man, if they do not, to their

death, oppofe, declare, and proteft againft any fuch

bill, as muft, in its confequences, complete the ruin

of the church, and of their own order in this king*

dom.

If the fortune of a private perfon be diminlfhed

by the weaknefs or inadvertency of his anceftors,

in letting leafes for ever at low rents, the world

lies open to his induftry for purchafmg of more

;

but the church is barred by a deadha:2d-y or, if it

were otherwife, yet the cuftom of making bequefts

to it hath been out of pra<S^ice for almoft two hun-

Vol. IX. S dred
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drcd years, and a threat ili'al d'lrcSlly contrary hath

been its fortune.

I have been afllired by a perfon of fome confe-

quence, to whom I am likewife obliged for the ac-

count of fome other fa6ls already related, that the

late [^/] bifhop of Salijbury (the greateft whig of

that bench in his days) confefTed to him, that the

liberty which bifliops in England have of letting

leafcs for lives, would, in his opinion, be one day

the ruin of epifcopacy there ; and thought the

church, in this kingdom, happy by the limitation

aa.

And have we not already found the efFefl of this

different proceeding in both kingdoms ? Have not

two ErigUJb prelates quitted their peerage and feats

in parliament, in a nation offrcedofn, for the fake

cf a more ample revenue even in this unhappy

kingdom, rather than lie under the mortification of

living below their dignity at home ? For which,

however, they cannot be juftly ccnfured. I know,
indeed, fome perfons, who offer as an argument

for repealing the limiting bill, that it may, in future

ages, prevent the pradtice of providing this king-

dom with bifhops from England, when the only

temptation will be removed. And they alledge,

that, as things have gone for fome years pafl, gen-

tlemen will grow difcouraged from fending their

fons to the univerfity, and from fuffering them to

enter into holy orders, when they are likely to

languifh under a curacy or fmall vicarage to the

[d} Dr. Burmt.

S end
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end of their lives: But this is all a vain imagina-

tion i for the decreafe, in the value of nioney, will

equally afFecl both kingdoms : and befides, when

bifhopricks here grow too fmall to invite over men

of credit and confequence, they vvill be left more

fuliy to the difpofal of a chief governor, who can

never fail of fome worthlefs illiterate chaplain, fond

of a title and precedence. Thus will that V/hole

bench, in an age or two, be compofed of mean,

io-norant, fawning gowrimen, humble fuppliants

and dependents upon the court for a morfel of bread,

and ready to ferve every turn that {hall be demanded

from them in hopes of getting fome comrriendam

tacked to their fees ; which mull then be the trade,

as it is now too much in England, to thfe great dif-

couragement of the inferior clergy. Neither is

that practice without example among us.

It is now about eighty-five years fmce the paf-

fing of that limiting aft, and there is but one in-

ftknce, in the memory of man, of a biftiop's leafe

broken upon the plea of not being ftatutablej which,

in every body's opinion, could have been loft by no

other perfon than he, who was then tenant, and

happened to be very ungracious in his country. In

the prefent [^J bifliop of Meath's cafe that plea

did not avail, although the leafe were notorioufly

unftatutable J
the rent referved being, as I have

been told, not a feventh part of the real value; yet

the jury, upon their oaths, very gravely found it to

[e\ Dr. E'vans, a Wilpman.

S 2 be
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be according to the ftatutc ; and one of them was

heard to fay, that he would eat his fnoes^ before he

would give a verdi£t for the bifhop. A very few

more have made the fame attempt with as little fuc-

cefs. Every bifliop and other ecclefiaftical body

reckon forty pounds in an hundred to be a reafon-

able half value; or, if it be only a third part, it

ieldom or never breeds any difference between land-

lord and tenant. But when the rent is from five to

nine, or ten parts, lefs than the worth, the bifliop,

if he confults the good of his fee, will be apt to ex-

poftulate ; and the tenant, if he be an honeft man,

will have fome regard to the reafonablenefs and juf-

ticeof the demand, fo as to yield to a moderate ad-

vancement, rather than engage in a fuit, where law

and equity are direiSlly againft him. By thefe

means, the biftiops have been fo true to their trufts,

as to procure fome fmall (hare in the advancement

of rents ; although it be notorious, that they do

not receive the third penny (fines included) of the

real value of their lands throughout the king-

dom.

I was never able to imagine what inconvenience

could acrue to the publick by one or two thoufand

pounds a year in the hands of a proteftant bifhop,

any more than of a lay perfon [/]. The former,

generally fpcaking, liveth as pioufly and hofpitably

as the other j
pays his debts as honellly, and fpends

f/] This part of the paragraph is to be applied to the period whca

the v.holcv.-as v.ritten, which T,'J6 in 173.3, when ftvcral of qUcen

^nr.ei bi/hops were living,

as
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as much of his revenue among his tenants : befides,

. if they be his immediate tenants, you may diftin-

guifh them at firft fight by their habits and horfes

;

or, if you go to their houfes, by their comfortable

way of living. But the misfortune is, that fuch

immediate tenants, generally fpeaking, have others

under them, and fo a third and fourth in fubordina-

tion, till it comes to the welder (as they call him)

who fits at a rack-rent, and lives as miferably as

an Ir'ifn farmer upon a new leafe from a lay land-

lord. But fuppofe a bilhop happens to be avarici-

ous (as being compofed of the fame ftuff with other

men) the confequence to the publick is no worfe

than if he were a fquire ; for he leaves his fortune to

his fon, or near relation, who, if he be rich enough,

will never think of entering into the church.

And as there can be no difadvantage to the pub-

lick in a proteftant country, that a man fliould

hold lands as a hijhop^ any more than if he were a

temporal perfon ; fo it is of great advantage to the

community, where a biftiop lives as he ought to do.

He is bound in confcience to refide in his diocefe,

-and, by a folemn promife, to keep hofpitality ; his

cftate is fpent in the kingdom, not remitted to Eng-

land-y he keeps the clergy to their duty, and Is an

example of virtue both to them and the people.

.

Suppofe him an ill man
;
yet his very character will

with-hold him from any great or open txorbitan-

cies. But in fail it muft be allowed, that feme bi-

(hops of this kingdom, within twenty years paft,

have done very iign^l and laflirvg a<fis of public

S 3 charity
j
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charity ; great inftances whereof are the [g] late and

[h] prefent primate, and the lord [i] archbiftiop of

Dublin chat now is, who hath left memorials of his

bounty in many parts of his province. I might

add the bifhop of [^] Raphoe^ and feveral others

:

not forgettino; the late dean of Doiun^ Dr. Pratt,

who beftowed one thoufand pounds upon the uni-

verfity; which foundation (that I may obferve by

the way) if the bill propofed (hould pafs, would be

in the fame circumftances with the bifiiops, nor

ever able again to advance the ftipends of the

fellows and ftudents, as lately they found it nccef-

fary to do; the determinate fum appointed by the

ilatutes for commons being not half fufficient, by

the fall of money, to afford neceffary fuftenance.

But the pafling of fuch a bill muft put an end to

all ecclefiaftical beneficence for the time to come ;

and whether this will be fupplied by thofe who are

to reap the benefit, better than it hath been done by

the grantees of impropriate tithes, who received them

upon the old church conditions of keeping hofpita-

lity, it will be eafy to conjeclure.

To alledge, that pafling fuch a bill would be a

good encouragement to improve bilhops lands, is a

great error. Is it not the general method of land-

lords to wait the expiration of a leafe, and then cant

their lands to the higheft bidder ? and what (hould

hinder the fame courfe to be taken in church leafes,

when the limitation is removed of paying half the

lg\ Dr. Marfi, [*] Dr. Uwdfayi

real
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real value to the bifliop ? In riding through the

country, how few improvements do we fee upon

the eftates of laymen, farther than about their own

domains? To fay the truth, it is a great misfortune

as well to the publick, as to the biiliops themfelves,

that their lands are generally let to lords and great

fquires, who, in reafon, were never defigned to be

tenants ; and therefore may naturally murmur at the

payment of rent, as a fubferviency they were not

born to. If the tenants to the church were honeft

farmers, they would pay their fines and rents with

chearfulnefs, improve their lands, and thank God

they were to give but a moderate half value for what

they held. I have heard a man, of a thoufand pounds

a year, talk with great contempt of biftiops leafes,

as being on a worfe foot than the reft of his eftate ;

and he had certainly reafon : My anfwer was, that

fuch leafes were originally intended only for the be-

nefit of induftrious hufbandmen, who would think

it a great blefling to be fo provided for, inftead of

having his farm fcrewed up to the heighth, not

eating one comfortable meal in a year, nor able to

find (hoes for his children.

I know not any advantage that can accrue by

fuch a bill, except the preventing perjury injury-

men, and falfe dealing in tenants ; which is a re-

medy like that of giving my money to an highway-

man, before he attempts to take it by force; and

ib I (hall be fure to prevent the fin of robbery.

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have made

an end ; when a bookfeller fent me a fmall pamphlet,

S ^
entitled
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entitled, The cafe of laity ^ withfome queries % full of
the ftrongeft malice againft the clergy, that I have
any where met with fmce the reign of Toland^ and
others of that tribe. Thefe kinds of advocates do
infinite mifchief to our good Cause, by givinf>-

grounds to the unjuft reproaches of Tories and
Jacobites, who charge us with being enemies to

tbe church. If I bear an hearty unfeigned loyalty

to his majefty king GEORGE and the houfe of Ha-
nover, not fhaken in the leaft by the hardfhips wc
lie under, which never can be imputable to fo gra-
cious a prince; if I fmcereiy adjure the Preten-
der, and all Popish Successors j if I bear a due
veneration to the glorious memory of the late king
WILLIAM^ who preferved thefe kingdoms from
Popery and Slavery with the expence of his blood,

and hazard of his life ; and laftly, if I am for a
proper indulgence to all dijenters, I think nothing
more can be reafonably demanded of me as a Whig,
and that my political catechifm is full and complete.
But whoever, under the fhelter of that party deno-
mination, and of many great profeflions of loyalty,

would deftroy, or undermine, or injure the Church
eftablifliedj I utterly difown him, and think he
ought to chufe another name of diftin6Hon for him-
felf and his adherents. I came into the caufe upon
other principles, which, by the grace of God, I

mean to preferve as long as I live. Shall we juftify

the accufations of our adverfaiies ? Hoc Ithacus ve-
^''-—The ToajEs and Jacobites will behold us,

v/ith a malicious pleafure, determined upon the ruin

of
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of onx friends. For is not the prefent fett of bifhops

almoft intirely of that number, as well as a great

majority of the principal clergy ? And a fhort time

will reduce the whole by vacancies upon death.

An impartial reader, if he pleafes to examine

what I have already faid, will eafily anfwer the bold

qjuries in the pamphlet I mentioned ; he will be

convinced, that the reafon Jiill Jlrongly exijis^ for

which that limiting law was enafted. A reafona-

ble man will wonder, where can be t'je infeifferahle

grievance^ that an ecdefiajiical landlord fhould expedt

a moderate or a third part value in rent for his

lands, when his title is at leajl as ancient iTnd as

legal as that of a layman ; who is yet but feldom

guilty of giving fuch beneficial bargains. Has the

nation been thrown into confufmi ? and have tnany

poor families been ruined by rack-rents paid for the

lands of the church ? does the nation cry out to have

a law that muft, in time, fend their bifhops a beg-

ging ? But, God be thanked, the clamours of ene-

mies to the church is not yet the cry, and, I hope,

will never prove the voice of the nation. The clergy,

I conceive, will hardly allow that the people main-'

tain them^ any more than in the fenfe that all land-

lords whatfoever are maintained by the people.

Such aflertions as thefe, and the infmuations they

carry along with them, proceed from principles

which cannot be avowed by thofe, who are for

preferving the happy conjUtution in church ^nAJiate.

Whoever were the propofers of fuch queries, it might

have provoked a bold writer to retaliate, perhaps

with
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with more juftice than prudence, by fhewing at

vvhofe door the grievance lies, and that the bifhops

at leojl are not to anlwer for the poverty of te-

nants.

To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges

the epifcopal rent-roll almofl one half, let mc fup-

pofe that all the church lands in the kingdom were
thrown up to the laity ; would the tenants, in fuch
a cafe, fit eafier in. their rents than they do now ?

or would the money be equally fpent in the king-

dom ? No ; the farmer would be fcrewed up to the

utmoft penny by the agents and ftewards of ahfen-

iees^ and the revenues employed in making a figure

at London -y to which city a full third part of the

whole income oi Ireland is annually returned, to anf-

wer that fingle article of maintenance for Ivijh land-

lords.

Another of his quarrels is againft pluralities and

mn-refidence. As to the former, it is a word of ill

name, but not well underflood. The clergy hav-

ing been ftripped of the greateft part of their reve-

nues, the glebes bemg generally loft, the tithes in

the hands of laymen, the churches demoli fhed, and

the country depopulated j in order to preferve a

face of Chrijlianity^ it was neceffary to unite fmall

vicarages fufficicnt to make a tolerable maintenance

for a minijler. The profit of ten or a dozen of

thefc unions^ fcldom amounts to above eighty or

an hundred pounds a year. If there be a very few

dignitaries^ whofe preferments are, perhaps, more
liable to this accufation, it is to be fuppofed, they

may
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may be favorites of the tunes ; or perfons o(fupenor

merit, for whom there hath ever been fome indul-

gence in all governments.

As to non-refidcnce, I believe there is no Chrlf-

tian country upon earth, where the clergy have lefs

to anfwer for upon that article. I am confident there

are not ten clergymen in the kingdom, who, pro-

perly fpeaking, can be termed non-refidents : for

furely we are not to reckon in that number thofe,

who, for want of glebes, are forced to retire to the

neareft nighbouring village for a cabbln to put their

heads in; ''the leading man of the parifh, when he

makes the greateft clamour, being leaft difpofed to

accommodate the nwiijler with an acre of ground.

And, indeed, confidering the di^culties the clergy

lie under upon this head, it hath been frequent mat-

ter of wonder to me, how they are able to perform

that part of their duty fo well as they do.

There is a [/] noble author, who hath lately ad-

dreffed to the houfe of Commons an excellent dif-

courfe for the encouragement of agriculture ;
full of

moft ufeful hints, which, I hope, that honourable

affembly will confider as they deferve. I am not a

ftranger to his lordftiip ; and, excepting in what re-

lates to the church, there are few perfons with

whofe opinions I am better pleafed to agree; and

&m therefore grieved when I find him charging the

inconveniencies in the payment of tithes upon the

(lergy and their pro£lors. His lordfhip is above con-

[/] The late lord Mokfworth»

fidering
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fidering a very known and vulgar truth, that the

mcaneft farmer hath all manner of advantages

againft the moft powerful clergyman, by whom it

is impoffible he can be wronged, although the tni-

nijier were ever fo evil difpofed; the whole fyftem

of te'iTAng^ perplexing^ and defraudhig the proSior,

or his maJieTy being as well known to every plow-

vmn^ as the reaping or fowing of his corn, and

much more artfully praclifed. Befides, the leading

man in the pari{h muft have his tithes at his own
rate, which is hardly ever above one quarter of the

value. And I have heard it computed by many fkil-

ful obfervers, whofe intereft was not concerned,

that the clergy did not receive, throughout the king-

dom, one half of what the laws have made their

due.

As to his lordfhip's difcontent againft the hi/hop's

tourty I fhall not interpofe farther than in ventur-

ing my private opinion, that the clergy would be

very glad to recover their juft dues by a vtxortjhorty

decijive, and compulfwe method, than fuch a cramped

and limited jurildi£lion will allow.

His lordftiip is not the only perfon difpofed to

give the clergy the honour of being the file encou-

ragers of all new improvements. \i hops^heinp^JlaXf

and twenty things more are to be planted, the cler-

gy alone muft reward the induftrious farmer by
abatement of the iitlw What if the owner of nine

parts in ten would pleafe to abate proportionably

in his rent for every acre thus improved ? Would
not a man juft dropt from the clouds, upon a

full
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full hearing, judge the demand to be at leaft as

reafonable ?

I believe no man will difpute his lordfhip's title

to his eftate ; nor will I the jus divinum of tithes^

which he mentions with feme emotion. I fuppofe

the affirmative would be of little advantage to the

clergy, for the fame reafon, that a maxim in lavj

hath more weight in the world, than an article of

faith. And yet, I think, there may be fuch a thing

as facrilege ; becaufe it is frequently mentioned by

Greek and Roman authors, as well as defcribed in

Holy-urii. This I am fure of; that his lordfiiip

would, at any time, excufe a Parliament for

not concerning itfelf in his properties without his

own confent.

The obfervations I have made upon his lordQiip's

difcourfe, have not, I confefs, been altogether pro-

per to my fubje£l: however, fmce he hath been

pleafed therein to offer fome propofals to the houfe

of commons with relation to the clergy, I hope he

will excufe me for differing from him ; which pro-

ceeds from his own principle, the defire of defending

liberty and property, that he hath fo ftrenuoufly and

conftantly maintained.

But the other writer openly declares for a lavv-

impowering the bifhops to (et fee-farms ; and fays,

IVhoever intimates that they ivill deny their confent to

fuch a reafonable law, which the whole nation cries for,,

are enemies to them and the church. Whether this be

jiis real opinion, or only a drain of mirth and irony,

the matter is not much. However, my fentiments

are^
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arc i'o dircd^Iy contrary to his, that, I think, who-
ever impartially reads and connders what I have

written upon this argument, hath cither no regard

for the church eftiblifticd under the hierarchy of

bifhops, or will never confent to any law, that fhall

repeal or elude the limiting claufe relating to the

real half value, contained in the a6t of parliament

(lecimo CnroU^ For the prffervatlon of the inheritance,

rights, and profits of lands belonging to the church and

perfons ecclefiajiical \ which was grounded upon rea-

sons that do ftiU and muft for ever fubfift.

October 2r,

1723.

THE



THE
PRESBYTERIANS
PLEA OF MERIT

In order to take off

THE TEST
IMPARTIALLY EXAMINED.

Written in the Year 1731 [m],

WE have been told, in the common news

papers, that all attempts are to be made

this feffion by the prejhyteriam and their abettors

for taking off the teft; as a kind of preparatory

ftep to make it go down fmoother in England.

For, if once their light tvould fo Jhine, the papj/lsy

delighted with the blaze, would all come in and

dance about it. This I take to be a prudent me-
thod ; like that of a difcreet phyfician, who firft

gives a new medicine to a dcg^ before he prefcribes

it to a human creature.

The prcfbytcrians have, ever fince the Revolution,

dire6led their learned cafuiils to employ their pens

on this fubjedl, by Ihewing the merits and preten-

[w] See a letter on this fubject, vol. iii. which was re-printed in

Ireland on the fame occafion that produced this and the three fc>llow-

ing trails.

fions.
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fions, upon which they claim this jujiice, as found-

ed upon the fervlces they did towards the Reftoration

of king Charles the fecond, and at the Revolution

under the prince of Orange : which pleas I take

to be the moft fingular in their kind, that ever

were offered in the face of the fun againft the moft

glaring lights of truth, and againft a continuation

of public fafts known to all Europe for twenty

years together. I lliall therefore impartially exa-

mine the merits and condu(S of the presbyterians

upon thofe two great events ; and the pretenfions

to favour, which they challenge upon them.

Soon after the Reformation of the church in

England, under Edward the fixth, upon queen

Mary's fucceeding to the crown (who reftored po^

pery)y mzny prote/Javts fled out of England, to efcape

the pcrfccution raifed againft the church, as her

brother had left it eftablifhed. Some of thefe exiles

went to Geneva-, which city had received the doc-

trine of Calvin, and rejeded the government of

biftiops
J with many other refinements. Thefe

EngUJh exiles readily embraced the Geneva fyftem
j

and having added further improvements of their

own, upon queen Mary's death, returned to Eng-

land; where they preached up their new opinions,

inveighing bitterly againft epifcopacy, and all rites

and ceremonies, however innocent and ancient in

the church : building upon this foundation j to run

as far as poffible from popery, even in the moft mi-

nute aJid indifferent circumftances. This facSlion,

under the name o^ puritan, became very turbulent

3 during
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during the whole reign of queen Elizabeth, and

were always difcouraged by that wife queen, as

well as by her two fuccefTors. However, their

numbers, as well as their infolence and perverfe-

nefs, fo far increafed, that foon after the death of

k'mo James the firft, many inftances of their petu-

lancy and fcurrilivy are to be feen in their pamph-

lets written for fome years after (which was a

trade they began in the days of queen EUzaheth)

particularly with great rancour againft the bifhops,

the habits, and the ceremonies : fuch were thofe

fcurrilous libels under the title of Martin Marpre^

Iste^ and feveral others. And although the earl of

Clarendon tells us, until the year 164.0 (as I re-

member) the kingdom v/as in a ftate of perfet*^

peace and happineCs, without the leaft appearance

of thought or defign towards making any alterati-

ons in religion and government; yet I have found,

by often rumsnaging for old books in Little-Britain

and Duck-Lane, a great number of pamphlets,

printed from the year 1630, to 1640, full of as

bold and impious railing expreffions againft the

lawful power of the crown, and the order of

bifiiops, as ever were uttered during the rebellion,

or the whole fubfcquent tyranny of that fanatic

anarchy. Hovvever, 1 find it manifeft, that pwi-

tariifm did not ere6l itfelf into a new leparate ipecies

of reliy;i(in till fome time after the rebellion began.

For, in the latter times of king "James the firlt,

and the former part of his fon, there were fevcrai

puritan bifliops, and many puritan private clergy

-

Vol. IX. T ta.^\\ i
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men ; while people went, as there inclinations led

them, to hear preachers of each party in the parifli

churches, tor the puritan clergy had received epif-

copal orders as well as the reft. But foon after

the rebellion broke out, the term puritan gradually

dropr, and that of prejhytcrian fuccecded j which

fe£l was, in two or three years, eftablifhed in all

its forms, by what they called an ordinance of the

lords and commons, without confulting the king,

who was then at war againft his rebels. And from

this period the church continued under perfecu-

tion, until monarchy was reftored in the year

1660.

In a year or two after, we began to hear of a

new party rifen, and growing in the parliament as

well as the army, under the name of independent

:

it fpread, indeed, fomewhat more in the latter

;

but not equal with the prejbyterians either in weight

or number, until the very time the king was mur«

dered.

When the king, who was then a prifoner in the

Ifle of IVigbty had made his lafl conccflions for a

peace to the commiflioners of the parliament, who
attended him there ; upon their return to London^

they reported his majefty's anfwer in the houfe.

Whereupon a number of moderate members, who,

as Ludloiv fays, had fecurcd their own terms with

that prince, managed with [o much art as to ob-

tain a majority in a thin houfe for palling a vote,

that the king's concefjions were a groundfor a future

fcttlcment. But the great officers of the army, join-

ing
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ing with the difcontented members, came to a re-

folution of excluding all thofe, who had confented

to that vote ; which they executed in a military

way. Ireton told Fairfax the general, a rigid pref-

lyterian, of this refolution ; who thereupon iffued

his" orders for drawing out the army the next morn-

ing, and placing guards in JVeJIminJIer-hally the

coi^.rt of requejis^ and the lobby ; who, in obedience

to the general in conjunction with thofe members

who had oppofed the vote, v^^ould let no member

enter the houfe, except thofe of tlieir own party.

,XJpon which the queftion, for bringing the king to

juftice, was, immediately, put and carried, without

oppofidon, that I can find. Then an order was

made for his trial j the time and place appointed 5

the judges named, of whom Fairfax himfelf was

one; although, by the advice or threats of his

wife, he declined fitting among them. However,

by frefli orders under his own hand, which I have

feen in print, he appointed guards to attend the

judges at the trial, and to keep the city in quiet

;

as he did likewife to prevent any oppofition from

the people upon the day of execution.

From what I have already deduced, it appears

manifeft, that the differences between thofe two

fedls, prejhyterian and independent^ did not then

amount to halt fo much as what there is becween a

whi£ and tory at prefent among us. The defign of

utterly extirpating monarchy and eplfcopacy was

equally the fame in both j evidently the confe-

quence of the very fame principles, upon which the

T 2 pre/by-
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prejhyterlans alone began, continued, and would

have ended in the fame events ; if, towards the

conclurion, they had not been bearded by that new
party, with whom they could not agree about di-

viding the Tpoii. However, they held a good fhare

of civil and military employmv"'nts during the whole

time of the ufurpation, and their names, actions,

and preferments are frequent in the accounts of

thofe times. For I make no doubt, that all the

prudent prejhyterians complied in proper feafons,

falling in with the flream ; and thereby got that

fhare in employments, which many of them held

to the reftoration ; and, perhaps, too many of them

after. In the fame manner we find our wifeft tories

in both kingdoms, upon the change of hands and

meafures at the queen's death, have endeavoured

for fcveral years, by due compliances, to recover

the time they had loft by a temporary obftinacy

;

wherein they have well fucceeded, according to

their degrees of merit ; of whofe names I could

here make honourable mention, if I did not fear it

might ofFend their modefty. As to what is alledg-

ed, that fomc of the prejhyterians declared openly

againli the king's murder; I allow it to be true.

But from v/hat motives i* No other can poflibly be

afligned than perfedl fpight, rage, and envy, to

find themfelvcs wormed out of all power by a new
infant fpawn of Indeperidents fprung from their own

bowels. It is tru?, the differences in religious

tentts between them are very few and trifling j the

chief quarrel, as far as I remember, relating to

con are-
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congregational and national afiemblies. But wher-

ever intereft or power think fit to interfere, it little

imports what principles the oppofite parties think

fit to charge upon each other : for we fee, at this

day, that the torles are more hated by the whole

fett of zealous ivhigs, than the very pLipiJls them-

felves; and, in effect, as much unqualified for the

fmalleft office: although both thefe parties aflert

themfelves to be of the fame religion in all its

branches of do£l:rine and difcipline ; and profefs the

fame loyalty to the fame protejiant king and his

heirs.

If the reader would know what became of this

independent party, upon whom all the mlfchief is

charged by their prejbyterian brethren, he may

pleafe to obferve, that, during the whole ufurpati-

on, they contended, by degrees, with their parent

fed, and, as I have already faid, fliared in em-

ployments i
and gradiially, after the Reftoration,

mingled with the mafs of prejbyteriam \ lying ever

fmce undiftinguifhed in the herd of dijpnters.

The pre/hyterian merit is of as little weight when

they alledge themfelves inftrumental towards the

king's Reftoration. The kingdom grew tired with

thofe ridiculous models of government: firft, by a

houfe of lords and commons without a king ; then

without bifhops J
afterwards by a rump [/?] and

[»] This name was given to that part of the houfe of commons,

which remained after the moderate men had been expelled by military

force,

T 3 lords
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lords temporal ; then by a riiiup alone ; next by a

fingle perion for iifc, in conjun<Stion with a coun-

cil ; by agitators ; by major-generals ; by a new
kind of reprefentatives from the three kingdoms ;

by the keepers of the liberties of Enghiud'^ with

other fchemes that have dipt out of my memory,

Cromivell was dead j his fon Richard, a weak igno-

rant wretch, who gave up his monarchy much in

the fame manner with the two ufurping kings of

Brentford [^] -, the people haialled with taxes, and

other oppreffions. The king's par y, then called

the Cavaliers, began to recover their fpirits. I'he

few nobility fcattered through the kingrlom, who

lived in a moft retired mannrr, obferving the con-

fufion of things, could no longer endure to be rid-

den by bakers, coblers, brewers, and the like, at

the head of armies, and plundeiii.g every where

like French dragoons. The ruriip affembly grew

defpicable to thofe, who had raifed them : the city

of London exhaufted, by almoft twenty years con-

tributing to their own ruin, declared againft them.

The rump, after many deaths and refurredtions,

was, in the mofl contemptuous manner, kicked

out, and burnt in effig) . 1 he c^xcluded members

were let in : a free parliament called in as legal a

manner as the times would allow ; and the king

reftorcd.

TI.e fecond claim o^ pre/byte ian merit is founded

upon their fervices againii: the daiit^cious defigns of

[«] Iji the Rehcarfjlt

king
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king James the fecond ; while that prince was

ufing all his endeavours to introduce /o/'^O', which

he cl^enly profefled upon his coming to the crown :

to this they add their eminent fervices at the Revo-

lution under the prince of Orange.

Now the quantum of prefiyterlan merit, durmg

the four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and

ill-advifed prince, as well as at the time of the R-e-

volution, will eafily be computed by a recourfe to

a great number of hiftories, pamphlets, and public

papers, printed in thofe times and feme afterwards

;

befides the verbal teftimonies of many perfons y-et

alive, who are old enough to have known and ob-

fcrved the dijfenters condua in that critical period.^

It is agreed, that, upon king Charles the fecond's

death, foon after his fucceffor had publickly owned

himfelf a Roman catholick, he began with his firft

careffes to the church party ; from whom, havmg

received very cold difcouraging anfwers, he applied

to the Presbyterian leaders and teachers :
being ad-

vifed, by his priefts and pop'ijh courtiers, that the

iafeft method towards introducing his own religion

would be by taking off the facramental teji, and

giving a full liberty of confcience to all religions

(I fuppofe that profeiTed Chriftianity). It feems

that the prefbyterians, in the latter years of king

Charles the fecond, upon account of certain plots

(allowed by bifliop Burnet to be genuine) had been,

for a (hort time, forbid to hold their conventicles.

Whereupon thefe charitable Chrlpaiis, out of per-

fed refentment againft the church, received the

T 4 gracious
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gracious offers of" king 'James with tl)e ftrongeft

profcflions of loyalty, and highcft acknowledg-
ments tor his favour. I have feen fcveral of their

addreifes, full of thanks and praifcs, with bitter

infinuations of what they had fufT;;red ; putting

themfelves and the pap'ijh upon the fame foot, as

fellow fufFercrs for conlciencc ; and with the ftyle

of our brethren the Roman catholicks. About this

time began the project of cloj'eting (which hath
fince been pradtifed many titnes with more art and
fuccefs) where the principal gentlemen of the

kingdom were privately catcchifed, by his majefly,

to know whether, if a new parliament were called,

they would agree to pafs an acft for repealing the

facramental teji^ and tfl.;ib!i[hing a general liberty of

confcience. But he received fo little encourage-

mcnt, thai, defpairing of fuccefs, he had recourfe

to his difpenfing power, which the judges had de-

termined to be part of his prerogative. By colour

of this dett-rmination lie preferred feveral prcjbyte-

rians^ and many pnpijis^ to civil and military em-
ployments. While the king was thus bufied, it is

well known that monfieur Fagel^ tt.e Dutch envoy
in London f delivered the opinion of the pnnce and

princefs of Orange concerning the repeal of the

ieji ; whereof the king had fent an account to their

highnLff-s, to know how far they approved of i:,

Tht lublhnce of their anfwcr, as reputed b) Fagely

was this, Tkit their highitjjes thought very well of a
liberty of conjcience ; but by r.o means ofgiving employ-

ments to any other perfons than thfe who were oj the

national
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national church. This opinion was confirmed by

feveral realons : I cannot be more particular, not

having the paper by me, although it hath been

printed in many accounts of thofe times. And

thus much every moderate churchman would, per-

haps, fubmit to : but to truft any part of the civil

power in the hands of thofe whofe intereft, incli-

nation, confcience, 2nd former praftices have been

wholly turned to introduce a different fyftem of re-

ligion and government, hath very few examples in

any chriftian ftate j nor any at all in Holland, the

great patronefs of univerfal toleration.

Upon the firft intelligence king James received

of an intended invafion by the prince of Orange^

among great numbers of papijls, to increafe his

troops, he gave commiffions to feveral prejbyte-

rians ; forne of whom had been officers under the

rump ; and particularly he placed one Richards^ a

noted prefiyteriany at the head of a regiment, who

had been governor of Wexford in Cromwell's time»

and is often mentioned by Ludlow in his 7nemoirs.

This regiment was raifed in England againft the

prince of Orange : the colonel made his fon a cap-

tain, whom I Icnew, and who was as zealous a

prejbyterian as his father. However, at the time of

the prmce's landing, the father, eafily forefeeing

how things would go, went over, like many others,

to the prince, who continued him in his regiment;

but, coining over a year or two after to affift in

raifmg the liege of Derry^ he behaved himfelf fo

like
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like either a coward or a traitor, that his regiment

was taken from him.

I will jjow confider the conduiSl of the church-

party during the whole reign of that unfortunate

kino-. They were fo unanimous againft promifing

to pafi an adl for repealing the teft, and eftablifti-

in<T a c;cneral liberty of confcience, that the king

durft not truft a parliament ; but, encouraged by

the profcfTions of loyalty given him by his prejlyte-

rian friends, went on with his difpcnfing power.

Thci church clergy, at that time, are allowed to

have written the bcft coiledtion of trails againft

popery^ that ever appeared in England; which are,

to this day, in the higheft efteem. But, upon the

ftridleft enquiry, I could never hear of above one

or two papers pubiifhcd by the prejbyterians at that

time upon the fame fubjedt. Seven great prelates

(he of Canterbury among the reft) were fent to the

tower for prefcnting a petition, wherein they de-

fired to be excufed in not obeying an illegal com-

mand from the king. The bifliop of London^ Dr.

Cotnpton, was fummoned to anfwer before the com-

mlffioners for ecclefiaflical affairs, for not fufpcnd-

ino- Dr. Sharp (afterwards archbifhop of York) by

the king's command. If the prejhyteriam expreffed

the fame zeal upon any occafion, the inftances of

it are not, as 1 can find, left upon record, or

tranfmitted by tradition. The proceedings againft

Magdalen- college in Oxford^ for refufing to comply

with the king's mandate for admitting a profeffed

papiji upon their foundation, are a ftanding proof

of
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of the courage and firmnefs in religion flievvn by

that learned fociety to the ruin of their fortunes.

The prejbyterldris know very well, that I could pro-

duce many mere inftances of the fame kind. Rut

thefe are enough in fo ihort a paper as I intend at

prefent.

It is indeed very true, that, after king TViU'iam

was fettled on the Englifh throne, the prcjhyt^ylayis

began to appear, and offer their credentials, and

demand favour: and the new king, having been

originally bred a Cahimji, was defirous enough to

make them eafy (if that would do it) by a legal

toleration ; although, in his heart, he never bore

much aireaion to that fed : nor defigned to favour

them farther than as it ftood with the prefent fcheme

cf politicks 5 as I have long fmce been alTured by

the greateft men of whig principles at that time in

England.

It is likewife true, nor will it be denied, that

when the king was poffefied of the EngllJIo crown,

and the remainder of the quarrel was left to be de-

cided in this kingdom; the prejbyteriam wifely

chofe to join with the protejUnt army, rather than

with that of king James their old friend, whofe af-

fairs were then, in a manner, defperate.^ They

were wife enough to know, that this kingdom,

divided againft itfelf, could never prevail agaiaft

the united power of England. They fought pro

'

arts etfoch ; for their eftates and religion ;
which

latter will never fuffer fo much by the church of

England,- as by that t^f Rome, where they are

counted
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counted heicticks as well as wc : and, confequent-

ly, they have no other game to play. But what
merit they can build upon having joined with a

protefiant army, under a king they acknowledged,

to defend thtir own liberiics and properties aoainft

a pDpijh cnrmy under an abdicated king ; is, I

confcfs, to me abfolutely inconceivable j and, I be-

lieve, will equally be fo for ever to any reafonable

man.

When thefc feilaries were, feveral years ago,

making the fame attempt for abolifhing the teft,

many groundlefs reports were induftrioufly and

feafonably fpread of an invafion threatened by the

pretender on the north of Ireland. At which time

the pre/Iyteriansy in their pamphlets, argued in a

menacing manner, that, if ihc pretender fhould in-

vade thofc parts of the kingdom, where the num-
bers and cftates of the dijjeniers chiefly lay, they

would fi: flill, and let m fight our own battles; fince

they were to reap no advantage, which ever fide

fhould be vi6^ors. If this were the courfe they in-

tended to toike in fuch a cafe, I dcfire to know
how they could contrive fafely to ftand neuters,

otherwife than by a compad with the pretender and

his army to fupport their neutrality, and protect

them againfi: the forces of the crown ? This is a

neccfl"".iry fuppofition ; becaufe they nuft: otherwife

have inevitably been a prey to both. However, by
this frank declaration they fufficiently fhcwcd their

good will, and confirmed the common charge laid

at their door; that a Scotiijh or non\v.:vn prefojterian

hates
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hates our epifcopal eftablifhed church more thaa

popery itfelf. And the reafon for this hatred is na-

tural enough ; becaufe it is the church alone that

ftands in the way between them and power j which

popery doth not.

Upon this occafion I am in fome doubt, whether

the political fpreaders of thofe chimerical invafions

made a judicious choice in fixing the northern

parts of Ireland for that romantic enter^rize. Nor

can I well underftand the wifdom of the prejbyte'

rians in countenancing and coniirming thofe re-

ports ; becaufe, it feems to caft a moll: infamous

reflexion upon the loyalty and religious principles

of their whole body : for, if there had been any

truth in the matter, the confequence muft have

been allowed that the pretender counted upon more

affiftance from his father's friends, the pre/iyterians^

by chufing to land in thofe very parts, where their

number, wealth, and power moft prevailed, rather

than among thofe of his own religion. And there-

fore, in charity to this fedl, I rather incline to be-

lieve, that thofe reports of an invafion were formed

and fpread by the race of fmall politicians, in or-

xler to do a feafonable job.

As to popery in general, which, for a thoufand

years paft, hath been introducing and multiplying

corruptions both in doftrinc and difcipline ; I look

upon it to be the moft at 'u J fyftem of Chriftianity,

profefled by any nation. But I cannot apprehend

this kincrdom to be in much dancrer from it. The

eilates of papij^s are very few j crumbling mto

fmall
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fmall parcels, and daily .diminishing ; their com-
mon people are funk iji poverty, ignorance, and

cowarilice ; and of as little confcqucnce as women
and children. Their nobility and gentry are a.t

lead one half ruined, banifhed, or converted : they

all foundly feel the Gnart of what they fuffered in

the laft Irijh war: forT)e of them are already re-

tired into foreign countries ; others, as I am told,

intend.to follow them; and the reft, I believe, to

A man, whp itill poffefs any lands, are abfolutely

determined never to hazard them again for the fake

of eftabliiliing their fuperftition. If it hath been

thought Ht, as fome obferve, to abate of the law's

rigour againft popery in this kingdom, I am confi-

tient it was done for very wife rieafons, confidering

the fituation of affairs abroad, at difterent times,

and the intcrcft of the prctcjiant religion in general.

And as I do not find the leaft fault in this proceed-

ing ; fo I do not conceive, why a funk difcarded

party, who neither' expe6l nor defire any thing

more than a quiet life, fliould, under the names of

high-fiyers^ Jacobites^ and many other vile appella-

tions, be charged {o often in print, and at common
tables, with endeavouring to introduce popery and

the pretender ; while the papijls abhor them above

all other men, on account of the feverities agamft

their pricfts in her late majcliy's reign, when the

now dijhanded reprobate parly was in power. This

I was ci-nvinccd of fome years ago by a long jour-

ney into the f.-utherii parts ; where I had the cu-

riofity to fend for many priefts ol the parifhes I

pafTed



P L E A Q F M E R I T. 287

pafied through, and, to my great fatisfadion, found

them every where abounding in profeffions of loy-

alty to the late king George ; for which they gave

me the reafons abovementioned j at the fame time

complaining bitterly of the hardfliips they fuffered

wnder the Queen's laji minijiry,

I return from this digreffion to the modeft de-

mands of the prejbyterians for a repeal of the facra^

mental tejl^ as a reward for their merits at the Re^

Jloration and the Revolution ; which merits I have

fairly reprefented, as well as my memory would

allow me. If I have committed any miftakes, they

muft be of little moment. The fa6ts and principal

circumftances are what I have obtained and di-

gefted from reading the hiftories of thofe times

written by each party ; and many thoufands have

done the fame as well as I, who> I am fure, have,

in their minds, drawn the fame conclufions.

This is the faction, and thefe the men, who are

now refuming their applications, and giving in

their bills of merit to both kingdoms upon tw©

points, which of all others they have the leaft pre-

tenfions to offer. I have colle£ted the fa(5ls with

all poflible impartiality from the current hiftories

of thofe times ; and have fhewn, although very

briefly, the gradual proceedings of thofe feclaries,,

under the denominations of puritans, presbyteriansy

and independents, for about the fpace of an hundred

and eighty years, from the beginning of queen

Elizabeth to this prefent time. But, notwithftand-

iiig all that can be faid, thcfe very fchifmaticks

(for
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(for fuch they jre in temporals as well as fplrituals)

are now again expecting, foliciting, and demand-

ing (not without infinuatid threats, accorling to

their (.uiloni) th.:t the parliament fhoulJ fix them

upon an equal foot with their church eflablilhed,

I would fain know to what branch of the legiila-

ture they can have the forehead to apply. Not to

my lords the bifliops ; who mud have often read

how the prcdcccfTors of this very fadlion, acting

upon the dme principles, drove the whole bench

out of the houfe ; who were then, and hitherto

continue, one of the throe c'iates : not to the tem-

poral peers, the fccond of tlie three cflates, who
mufl: have heard, that, immediately after thofe re-

bellious fanaticks h.id murdered their kin^^, they

voted a houfc of lords to be ufelefs and dangerous,

and would let them fit no longer, otherwife than

when elected as commoneri : not to the houfc of

commons j who mufl have heard, that, in thofe

fanatic times, the prcjhyterian and independent com-

manders in the army, by military power,' expelled

all the moderate men out of the houfe, and left a

rump to govern the ration : laftly, not to the

crown; which thofe \exy faints deftined to rule the

earth trampled under their feet, and then, in cold

blood, murdered the bltfled wearer.

But the feili m now approaching, and a clan of

diffenting teachers being come up to town from

their northern head quarters, accompanied by many

of their elders and agents, and fupported, bv a ge-

neral contribution, to Iblicit their eltablifliment

with
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tvith a capacity of holding all military, as well as

civile employments^ I think it high time that this

paper ftiould fee the light. However, I cannot

conclude without freely confefHng, that if the pres-

lyterians fhould obtain their ends, I could not be

forry to find them m.iftaken in the point, v/hich

they have mod: at heart by the repeal of the teji ; I

mean the benefit of employments. For after all,

what affurance can a Scottijh northern diffenter,

born on Iri/h ground, have, that he fhall be treated

with as much favour as a TRUE SCOT born

beyond the Tweed I'

I am ready enough to believe, that all I have

faid will avail but little. I have the common ex-

cufe of other men, when I think myfelf bound, by

e11 religious and civil ties, to difcharge my confci-

ence, and to warn my countrymen upon this im-

portant occafion. It is true, the advocates for this

fcheme promife a new world after this blefled work

ihall be compleated ; that all animofity and faction

muft immediately drop ; that the only diftintSlion

in this kingdom will then be of pf^pj/^ and pro-

tejiant : for as to zvhig and tory^ high- church and

low-churchy jacobiie and Hanoverian^ court and coun-

try party, Englijh and Irijh interefts, dijfenters and

conformijh^ new light and old light, anabaptijl and

independent, quaker and innggletonian ',
they will all

meet and jumble together into a perfect harmony

at the feflions and aflizes, on the be'Vich, and in

the revenues ; and upon the whole, in all civil and

military trufls, not excepting the great councils of

Vol. IX. U the
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the nation. For it is wifely argued ihus : that A

kingdom being no more than a larger knot ot

friends met together, it is againft the rules of good

manners to fliut any perfon out of the company,

' except the papi/is, who profefs thcmfelves of ano-

thir club,

I am at a lofs to know, what arts the presbyte'

r'lcm feci intends to ufe in convincing the world of

their loyalty to kingly government, which (long

before the prevalence, or even the birth of their

independent rivals) as foon as the king's forces were

overcome, declared their principles to be againft

monarchy, as well as epifcopacy and the hbufe of

lords, even ujitil the king was reftored : at which

event, although they were forced to fubmit to the

prefent power, yet I have not heard, that they did

ever, to this day, renounce any one principle, by

which their predeceiTors then aiSlcd j yet this they

have been challenged to do, or at leaf!: to fliew that

others have done it for them, by a certain f/>]

doctor, who, as I am told, hath much employed

his pen in the like difputcs. . I own, they will be

ready enough to infmuate tbemf-Mves into any go-,

vernment ; but, if they mean to be honcft and up-

right, they will and mufl endeavour by all means,

which they {hall think lawful, to introduce and

eftablifii their ovi/n fcheme of religion, as ncarctl:

approaching to the v;ord of God, by calling out all

fuperflitious ceremonies, ecclefniflical tides, habits,

!/>] Tlic late Dr. Tisdel, who died June 1731.

ciilinfllon
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dlfllnilions, and fuperiorities, as rags of popery^

in order to a thorough reformation ; and as in charity

bound to promote the falvation of their country-

men, wifhing with St. Paul, that the whole king-

dom were as they are. But what affurance will they

pleafe to give, that, when their fe6l fhall become

the national eftablifned worfhip, they will treat

Us Dissenters' as we have treated them? Was
this their courfe of proceeding during the dominion

of the faints f Were not all the remainders of the

epifcopal church in thofe days, efpecially the clergy,

under a perfecution for above a dozen years equal

to that of the primitive Chriftians under the hea-

then emperors ? That this proceeding was fuitable

to their principles, is knov/n enough ; for many of

their preachers then writ books exprefly againft al-

lowing any liberty of confcience in a religion dif-

ferent from their own ; producing many arguments

to prove that opinion, and among the reft one fre-

quently infilled on ; that allowing fuch a liberty

would be to efiaUtJh iniquity by a lavj [(/]. Many
of thefe writings are yet to be feen ; and, I hear,

have been quoted by the doctor abovementioncd.

As to the great objedion of proftituting that

holy inftitution, the bleffed facrament, by way of a

teft before admittance into any employment ; I afk,

whether they would not be content to receive it

after their own manner for the office of a jud^e, for

\q\ See many hundred quotations to prove this, in the treatife call-

ed, Scotch Prefiyterian Eloquence.

U 2 that
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that of a commiflioner in the revenue, for a rewt-

nicnt of horfe, or to be a lord jullice. I believe

they would fcruple it as little, as a long grace be-

fore and after dinner, which they can fay without

bending a knee ; for, as I have been told, their man-
ner of taking bread and wine, in their conventi-

cles, is peiformed with little more folemnity than

at their common meals. And therefore, fmce they

look upon our practice, in receiving the elements,

to be idolatrous, they neither can nor ought, in

confcience, to allow us that liberty, otherwife

than by connivance, and a bare toleration, like

what is permitted to the papijis. Bui lejl -We fooutd

ofend tkem^ I am ready to change this teft for ano-

ther j although I am afraid, that faniStified reafon

is, by no means, the point where the difficulty

pinches, and is only ofrered by pretended church-

men ; as if they could be content with our believ-

ing, that the impiety and profanation of making

the facrament a teft were the only objeftion, I

therefore propofe, that before the prefent law be

repealed, another may be enacted ; that no man
Iliall receive any employment before he fwears him-

fe.f to be a true member of the church of Ireland^

in doctrine and difcipline, dfrV. and that he will

never frequent or communicate with any other

form of v/uifhip. It fiiall Irkewife be further en-

acted, that whoever offends, i^c. fliall be lined

Hve hundred pounds, imprifoned for a year and a

day, and rendered incapable of all public truft for

ever. Otherwife I do infift, that thofe pious, in«

dtiloent
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<fulgent, external profefTors of our national religion

fhall either give up that fallacious hypocritical rea^

ion for taking ofF .the tcft, or freely confefs, that

they defire to have a gate wide open for every fedl

without any teft at all, except that of fwearing

loyalty to the king; which, however, confidering

their principles with regard to monarchy yet unrer-

nounced, might, if they would pleafe to look deep

enough into their own hearts, prove a more bitter

t/sft, than any other that the law hath yet in-

vented.

For from the firft time that tliefe fedlaries ap-

peared in the world, it hath been always found,

by their whole proceedings, that they profefTed an

utter hatred to kingly government. I can recol-

left, at prefent, three civil eftablifhments, where

Cahini/is and fome other reformers, who rejeded

epifcopacy^ poflefs the fupreme power ; and thefe are

all republicks ; I mean, Holland^ Geneva^ and the

reformed ^w'lfs cantons. I do not fay this in dimi-

nution or difgrace to commonwealths j wherein I

confefs I have much altered many opinions under

which I was educated, having been led, by fome

obfervation, long experience, and a thorough der

teftation for the corruptions of mankind : info-

much, that I am now juflly liable to the cenfure of

Hobbes, who complains, that the youth of England

imbibe ill opinions from reading the hiftories of

ancient Greece and Romcy thofe renowned fcenes of

liberty and every virtue.

U 3 But
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But as to monarchs, who mufl: be fuppofeJ well

to fludy and underftand their own intereft ; they

will bed ccnfidcr, whether thofc people, who in

all their actions, preachings, and writincrs, have

openly declared themfdves againft regal power, are

to be lafely placed in an equal degree of favour

and truft, with thofe v.'ho have been always found

the true and only friends to the EngliJJj eftabiifh-

ment. From which confideration I could have

added one more article to my new teft, if I had

thouglit it worth my time.

I have been aflured, by fome perfons v/ho were

prefent, that feveral of thefe difl'enting teachers,

upon the firft arrival hither to folicit the repeal of

the teft, were pleafed to exprefs their gratitude by

publickly drinking the healths of certain eminent

patrons, whom they pretend to have found among
us. If this be true, and that the teft muft be de-

livered up by the vexy fuperiors appointed to defend

it'y the affair is already, in cflv<5l, at an end.

VJhztf^a-it reafons thofe patrons may have given

for fuch a return of brotherly love, I (hall not en-

quire : For, O my foul, come not thou in their fecreC;

unto their affembly, mine honour, he not thou united.

For in their anger they Jlew a man, and in theirfelf'
will they digged doivn a icall. Curfed he their anger,

for it luas fierce ; and their ivrath, for it tvas cruel.

I will divide them in Jacob, and fcaiter them in

Ifrael.

1- H E



THE

ADVANTAGES
propofed by-

Repealing the Sacramental Tefi.

IMPARTIALLY CONSIDERED.

Written in the Year 1732.

WHOEVER writes impartially upon this

fubjciSt, muft do it not only as a mere fe*

cular man ; but as one who is altogether indifferent

to any particular fyftem of chriftianity. And, I

think, in whatever country that religion predomi-

nates, there Is one certain form of worfhip and ce-

remony, which is looked upon as the eftabliflied ;

and coniequently, only the priefts of that particu-

lar form are maintained at the public charge ; and

all civil employments beftowed among thofe, who
comply (at Icaft outwardly) with the fame eftablifli-

ment.

This method is ftriitly obferved, even by our

neighbours the Dutch, who are confefled to allov/

the fulleft liberty of confcience of any chriftan flate

;

and yet are never known to admit any perfons into

U 4 civil
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civil offices, who do not conform to the legal

worfhip. As to their military men, they are, iji-

deed, not fo fcrupulous ; being, by the nature of

their government, under a neceffity ol hiring fo-

reign troops, of whatever religious denomination,

upon every great emergency, and maintaining no

fmall number in time of peace.

This caution therefore of making one eftablifli-

ed faith, feems to be univcrfal, and founded upon

the ftrongeft reafons ; the miftaken or effeded zeal

of obftinacy and enthufiafm having produced fuch a

number of horrible deftructive events thrpughout

all Chr'tjlendom. For whoever begins to think the

national worfhip is wrong in any important article

of practice or belief, will, if he be ferious, natu-

rally have a zeal to make as many profelytes as he

can ; and a nation may poffibly have an hundred

different fc£ts with their leaders j every one of which

hath an equal right to plead, that they muft obey

God rather than inan ; muft cry aloud andffarc not
j

muft lift lip their voice like a trumpet.

This was the very cafe of England during the fa-

natic tirnes. And againft all this there feems to

be no defence, but that of fupporting one cftabliih-

ed form of doctrine and difcipline ; leaving the reft

to a bare liberty of confcience, but without any

maintenance or encouragement from the pub-

lick.

Wherever this national religion grov/s fo corrupt,

or is thought to do fo by a very great m<ijoiity of

landed people joined to the governing party, whe-

ther
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ther prince or fenate, or both, it ought to be chang-r

cd J provided the work might be done without blood

or confufion. Yet, whenever fuch a change (hall

be made, fome other eftablifhment muft fucceed, al-

though for the worfe; allowing all deviations, that

would break the union, to be only toleraed. In

this fenfe, thofe v/ho affirm that every law, which

is contrary to the law of God, is void in itfelf,

feem to be miftaken : for many laws in pop'ijh king-?

doms and ftates, many more among the Turks^ and,

perhaps, not a few in other countries, are diredly

iagainft the divine laws ; and yet, God knows, arc

yery far from being void in the executive part.

Thus for inftance, if the three eftates of parlia-

ment in England (whereof the lords fpiritual, who
reprefent the churchy are one) (liOuld agree and ob-

tain the royal affent to abolifh epifcopacy, toge-

ther with the liturgy, and the whole frame of the

Englijh church, as burihs7ijo7ne^ dangerous and co3i-

irary to holy fcripture^ and that pre/bpery^ anabap^

t'tfrriy quakerif?n, independency, miiggletonianifm^ brown-

ifm, fa7nilif7n^ or any otner fubdivided !e£l among

us, fhould be eftabliOied in its place : without quef-

tion all peaceable fubje^ls ought paflively to fub-

mit ; and the predominant fe6l muft become the re-

ligion eftablifhed j the publick maintaining no o-

ther teachers, nor admitting any perfons of a dif-

ferent religious profefiion into civil ofEces, at leaft

if their imenticn be to preferve tlie nation in peace,

Suppofmg then, that the prefent fyftem of reli-

gion were abolifhed ; and presbytoy^ which I find

itands
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ftan.'ls the falrcft, with its fynods and claffes, and

all its forms and ceremonies cflential or circumftan-

tial, were ereftcJ into the national worfliip : their

teachers, and no others, cou\d have any legal claim

to be fupported at the public charge, whether hj

ftipenc^s or tithes j and only the reft of the fame

faith to be capable of civil employments.

If there be any true reafoning in what I have

laid down, it fliould feem, that the projedl now in

agitation for repealing the tcjl aSf, and yet leaving

the name of an eftablifhment to the prefent natio-

nal church, is altogether inconfiflent ; and may

adiiiit of confequenccs, which thofe, who are the

moft indifferent to any religion at all, are poffibly

not aware of.

I prefume, whenever the tcji fhall be repealed,

which obliges all men, who enter into office un-

der the crown, to receive the facrament according

to the rites of the church of Ireland; the way to

employments will immediately be left open to all

dijpnters (except papijis) whofe confciences can fuf-

fcr them to take the common oaihs in fuch cafes

prcfcribed ; after which, they arc qualified to fill

any lay ftation in this kingdom, from that of chief

governor to an excife-man.

Thus, of the three judges on each bench, the

firft may be a preshyterian^ the fecond a free-will

bapt'ij}^ and the third a churchman^ the lord chancellor

may be an independent : the revenues may be ma-
naged by fcven commiflioners of as many different

feels ; and the like of all other employments ; not

to mention the ftrong probability, that the lawful-

nefs
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nefs of taking oaths may be revealed to the quakers,

who then will fland upon as good a foot for prefer-

ment, as any other loyal fubje£ls. It is obvious to

imagine, under fuch a motly adminiftration of af-

fairs, what a clafiiing there will be of intereft and

inclinations; what pullings and hawlings backwards

and forwards ; what a zeal and biafs, in each reli-

gionift, to advance his own tribe, and deprefs the

others. For, I fuppofe, nothing will be readier

granted, than that how indifferent moft men are in

faith and morals, yet, whether out of artifice, na-

tural complexion, or love of contradiction, none

are more obftinate in maintaining their own opini-

ons, and worrying all who differ from them, than

thofe who publickly fhew the leaft fenfe either of

religion or common honefty.

As to the latter, bifnop Burnet tells us, that

ihe presbyteriafis, in the fanatic times, profeffed them-

felves to be above morality ; which, as we find in

fome of their writings, was numbered among the

beggarly elements : and accordingly, at this day, no

fcruples of confcience, with regard to conformity,

are, in any trade or calling, inconfiflent with the

greateft fraud, oppreffion, perjury, or any other vice.

This brings to my memory a paffage in Montaigne^

of a common proftitute, who, in the ftorming of a

towH, when a foldier came up to her chamber and

offered violence to her chaftity, rather chofe to ven-

ture her neck by leaping out of the window than

fuffer a rape ; yet ftill continued her trade of lewd-

nefs, while fhe had any cuftomers left.

I con">
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I confefs, that, in my private judgment, an un-

limited permifiion of all feiSls whatfoever (except

papiifs) to enjoy employments would be lefs perni-

cious to the publick, than a fair ftruggle between

two contL-nders ; becaufe in the former cafe, fuch a

jumble of principles might poflibly have the effect

of contrary poifons mingled fogeiher; which a

ftrong conftitutiou might, perhaps, be able for fome

time to furvive.

But however I (hall take the other and more

probable fuppofition, that this battle for employ-

Eicnts is to be fought only between the presbyte^

riariSy and thofe of the church yet eftablifhed. I

Ciall not enter into the merits of either fide by ex-

amining, wiiich of the two is the better fpiritual

oeconomy, or which is moft fuited to our civil con-

flitutioK ; but the queftion turns upon this point

:

When the prcsbyierians fhall have got their (hare

of employments (v/hich mufl: be one full half, or

elfe they cannot look upon themfelvcs as fairly

dealt with) I a&, whether they ought not, by their

own principles, and by the ftrictert rules of confci-

cnce, to ufe the utmoft of their fliill, power, and

influence, in order to reduce the whole kingdom to

an uniformity in religion, both as to doctrine and

difcipline moft agreeable to the word of God.
Wherein, if they can fucceed without blood (as

under the prefcnt difpofition of things it is very

poilible they may) it is to be hoped they v/ill at

laft be fatisfied : onlv I would warn them of a few

<)ifficukies. The firft is of compromiilng among
them-
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Ihemfelves that important controverfy about the eld

light and the neiv\ which othcrwife may, after this

ettablilhment, fplit them as wide as popij} and pro-

tejlant^ whig and taij, or churchman and dljjenter ;

and, confequently., the work will be to begin again :

for, in religious quarrels, it is of little moment, how

few or fmall the differences are : efpecially, when

the difpute is only about power. Thus the zealous

Presbyterians of the north are more alienated from the

eftablifhed clergy, than from the Ro?niJh priefts

;

taxing the former with idolatrous worfoip, as dif-

guifed papijis^ ceremony- mongers^ and many other

terms of art j and this for a very powerful reafon 5

becaufe the clergy ftand in their way, which the

popij}) priefts do not. Thus I am aflured, that the

quarrel between old and new light- men\% managed witli

more rage and rancour, than any other difpute of the

higheft importance ; and this, becaufe it ferves to

lelfen or increafe their feveral congregations, from

whom they receive their contributions.

Another difficulty, v/hich may emharrafs the

presbyterians after iheir eftablifhment, will be, how
to adjuft their claim of the kirk's independency on

the civil power, with the conftitution of this monar-

chy ; a point fo delicate, that it hath often filled the

heads of great patriots with dangerous notioni of the

church-clergy without theleaft ground of fufpicion.

As to the prejhyterians allowing liberty or conf-

cience to thofe of epitcopal principles, when their

own kirk ihall be predominant; their writings are

f«» univerfally agreed in the negative, as well as their

pradice
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practice during Oliver's reign, that, I believe, no
reafonable churchman (who muft then be a diUlnter)

will exped it.

I fliall here take notice, that, in the divifion of

cf employments among the presOyterians, after tliis

appro-ching repeal of the teji-a5l, fuppofing them,

in proper time, to have an equal (hare, the odds

will be three or four to' one on their fide in any

farther fcheme they may have towards making their

religion national. For, I reckon all thofe gentlemen

fent over from England^ whatever religion they pro-

fcfs or have been educated in, to be of that party:

fince it is no mark of prudence for any perfon to

oppofe the current of a nation, where they are, in fome

ibrt, only fojourners ; unlefs they have 'itindlrc£iion.

If there be any maxim in politics not to be

controuled, it mud be the following: That thofe,

whofe private intcreft is united with the intereft of

their country, fuppofing them to be of equal under-

flanding with the reft of their neighbours, will

heartily v^ifh, that the nation fliould thrive. Out
of thefe are indubitably excepted all perfons, who
are fent, from another kingdom, to be employed in

places of profit or power ; becaufe they cannot pof-

fibly bear afFe6iion to the place where they fojourn,

even for life ; their fole bufinefs being to advance

thcmfclves by follov/ing the advice of their princi-

pals. I except likewife thofe perfons, who are taken

into offices, although natives of the land ; becaufe

they are greater gainers while they keep their of-

fices, than they could poflibly be by mending the

iTiilcrable condition of tlicir country.

I except,
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• I except, thirdly^ all hopers, who, by balancing

accounts with themfelves, turn the fcalc on the

fame fide; becaule ^he ftrong expecStation of a good

certain falary will outweigh the lofs by bad rents

received out of lands in money-Iefs times.

If my lords the bifliops, who I hear are now em-

ployed in a fcheme for regulating the condu6l and

maintenance of the inferior clergy, (liaH, in their

"wifdom and piety, and love of the church, con-

fcnt to this repeal of the te/i, I have not the leaft

doubt, that the whole reverend body will chearfully

fubmit to their fpiritual fathers j of whofe paternal

tendernefs for their welfare they have already found

fo many amazing inftances.

I am not therefore under the lead concern about

the clergy on this account. They will (for fomt

time) be no great fufferers by this repeal; becaufe I

cannot recolleft, among all our fects, any one,

that g-iveth latitude enough to take the oaths re-

quired at an inftitution to a church-living j and un-

til that bar fhall be removed, the prefcnt epifcopal

clergy are fafe for two years. Although it may be

thought fomewhat unequal, that, in the northern

parts, where there may be three dijfenters to one

churclmian, the whole revenue fliall be engrofied hf
him who hath fo fmall a part of the cure.

It is true indeed, that this difadvantage, which

the dijjenters at prefent lie under, of a difability to

Kceive church-preferments, will be eafily remedied

by the repeal of the teji. For the dijfenting teacher*

are under no incapacity of accepting civil and mi-

litary
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litary employments; wherein they agree perfeilly*

with the popijh clergy ; among whom great cardi-*

nals and prelates have been commanders of armies,

chief minifters, knights of many orders, ambaflfadorsi

fecrttarics of flate, and in moft high offices under

the crown; although they afiert i\\e indelible charac^

tery which no fccSbaries among us did ever afiume^

But that many, both presbyterians a'd independents^

commanders, as well as private foldiers, were pro-

feffed preachers in the time of their dominion, is

allowed by all. Crowwcll himfelf was a preacher;

and hath left us one of his fermons in print, exactly

in the fame ftyle and manner with thofe of our

irjodcrn preshyierian teachers: fo was colonel Hoiv-

ard^ Sir George Downing^ and feveral others, whofe

names are on record, I can therefore fee no reaforlj

why a painful priibyterian teacher, as foon as th(i

ieji (ha!l be repealed, may not be privileged to hold,

along with the fpirituai office and flipend, a com-

miffion in the army, or the civil lift in commcndam:

for, as I take it, the church of England is the only

body of Chrijlians, which, in efFedl, difqualifies

thole, who are employed to preach its doctrine,

from Glaring in the civil power, farther than as fe-

nators: yet this was a privilege begun in times of

popery^ many hundred years before the reformation^

and woven with the very inftitution of our limited

monarchy.

There is, indeed, another method, whereby the

flipends of dillenting teachers may be raifed, and

the farmer much relieved ; if it fliould be thouoht

proper
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proper to reward a people (o deferving, and fo

loyal by their principles. Every bifhop, upon the

vacancy of a church-living, can fequefter the profits

for the ufe of the next incumbent. Upon a laple

of half a year, the donation falls to the archbifhcp,

and after full year to the crown, during pleafure.

Therefore it would be no hardfhip for any clergy-

man alhe, if (in thofe parts of Ireland, where the

number of feclaries much exceeds that of the con-

formifts) the profits, when fequeftercd, might be

applied to the fupport of the difienting teacher,

who hath fo many fouls to take care .of : whereby

the poor tenants would be much relieved in thofe

hard times, and in a better condition to pay their

rents.

But there is another difficulty in this matter,

againft which a remedy doth not fo readily occur.

For fuppofing a teft-a£l repealed, and the diUenters,

in confequence, fully qualified for all fecular em-

ployments ; the queftion may ftill be put, whether

thofe of Ireland will be often the perfons on whom
they fhall be beftowed ; becaufe it is imagined,

there may be [r] znothev feminary in view, more nu-

merous and more needy, as well as more meriting, and

more eafily contented with fuch low offices ; which

fome nearer neighbours hardly think it worth fiir-

ring from their chimney fides to obtain. And I

am told, it is the common practice of thdfe who

are (killed in the management of bees, that when

(r) Scotland.

Vol. IX. X they
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they fee a foreign fwarm p.t fome diftance, approach-

in!:^ wiih i'.n intention to plunder their hives, rhefe

artiib have a trick to divert them into fome neigli-

bouring apiary, there to malce wh;it havock they

plcate. This I {hould not have hinted, if I had not

known it already to have gotten ground in many

fafpedt'ing heads ; for it is the peculiar talent ofthis

ft'ation to fee dangers afar off: to all which I can on-

ly fay, that our native prcsbytcrlans muft, by pains

and hidurtry, raiie fuch a fund of merits as will

aitfvver to a birth fix degrees more to the 77orth. If

they cannot arrive at this perfection, as feveral of the

eftablifhed church have compailed by indefatigable

pains, I do not well fee, how their affairs will

much mend by repealing the tcji : for to be qua-

lified by law to accept an employment, and yet to

be difqualificd in fa£i:, as it will much incrcafe the

mortification, fo it will withdraw the pity of many

amorrg their wcll-wifhers, and utterly deprive them

of that 7uer'it they have fo long made, of being a

}oyd.\ ti'nc protcjiant Y>'^o\r\Q, perfccuted onJy for re-

ligion.

If this happen to be their cafe, they mufl wait

maturity of time; until they can, by prudent, gen-

tle fleps, make their faith become the religion ef-

tablifhed in the nation -, after which, I do not in

the leafl doubt, that they will take the mofl efiec-

tual methods to fecure their power againft thofc,

who mufl then be dijfenters in their turn; whereof,

if we may form a future opinion from prefent times,

and the difpofitions of dijfenters, who love to make

a
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a thorough reformation^ the number and qualities will

be very inconfiderable.

Thus I have, with the utmofl fincerity, after

long thinking, given my judgment upon this ardu-

ous affair; but with the utmoft deference and fub-

miffion to publick wifdom and power.

X 2 Q^U E-



Q. U E R I E S

Relating to the

SACRAMENTAL TEST.

Written in the Year 1732.

Q,UERY,-TXrHETHER hatred and vio-

V V lence between parties in a ftate

be not niorc inflamed by different views of intercft,

than by the greater or lefferdifferences between them

either in religion or government?

Whether it be any part of the queftion at

this time, vi'hich of the tvi'a religions is worfe,

popery or fanatlcijm ; or not rather, which of the

two (having both the fame good will) is in the

hopefulleft condition to ruin the church ?

Whether the fediiarics, whenever they come to

prevail, will not ruin the church as infallibly and

effeflually as the papi/is ?

Whether the prevailing fe6laries could allow II'

berty of confcicnce to dijjenicrs without belying all

their former praclice,^ and almoft all their former

writings ?

3 Whether
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Whether many hundred thoufand Scotch prcfby-

terians are not full as virulent againft the epifcopal

church, as they are againft the papijls ; or as they

would have us think the fopijls are againft them ?

Whether the Dutchy who are moft diftinguifhed

for allowing liberty of confcience, do admit any

perfons who profefs a diiFerent fcheme of worfiiip

from their own, into civil employments, although

they may be forced, by the nature of their govern-

ment, to receive mercenary troops of all religions ?

Whether the dijfeniers ever pretended, until of

late years, to defire more than a bare toleration ?

Whether, if it be true, what a forry pamphle-

teer aflerts, who lately writ for repealing the te/}^

that the dijjentersy in this kingdom, are equally

numerous with the churchmen, it would not be a

neceffary point of prudence, by all proper and law-

ful means, to prevent their further increafe?

The great argument given by thofe, whom they

call low churchmen, to juftify the large tolerations

allowed to dijjcuters, hath been ; that, by fuch in-

diilgencies, the rancour of fectaries would gradually

wear off, many of them would come over to us,

and their parties, in a little time, crumble to no-

thing.

^iery. Whether, if what the above pamphleteer

aflerts, that the fe^laries are equal in numbers with

conformifts, betrue, it doth not clearly follow, that

thofe repeated tolerations have operated diredtly

contrary to what thofe lotu cb-urch politicians pre-

tended to forcfce and expert ?

X 3 Whether
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Whether any clergyman, however dignified or

diftinguifhed, if he think his own profeirion moft

agreeable to holy fcripture and the primitive church,

can really wifh in his heart, that all fedtaries fhould

be upon an equal foot with the churchmen in the

point of civil power and employments ?

Whether epifcopacy, which is held by the church

to be a divine and apoftolical inftitution, be not a

fundamental point of religion, particularly in that

eircntial one of conferring holy orders ?

Whether, by neceflary confcquences, the feveral

expedients among the fedtaries to conftitute their

teachers are not abfolutely null and void ?

Whether the feflaries will ever agree to accept

ordination only from bifhops ?

Whether the bifhops and clergy will be content

to give up epifcopacy, as a point indifferent, with-

out which the church can well fubfifl ?

Whether that great tendernefs towards feflaries,

which now fo much prevails, be chiefly owing to

the fears oipopery, or to that fpirit of atheifm, deifm,

fcepticifm, and univerfal immorality, which all good

men fo much lament ?

Granting popery to have any more errors in reli-

gion than any one branch of the feftaries, let us

examine the a<Sions of both, as they have each ef-

fefted the peace of thefe kingdoms, with allowance

for the (hort time, which the fcdlaries had to a£l in,

who are in a manner hut ofyejlerday. The papijis,

m the time of king James the fecond, ufed all endea-

vours to eflablifh their fuperflition, wherein they

failed
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failed by the united power of EngJiJI) church-pro-

teftan's with the prince oi Orange's afliftance. But

it cannot be aflerted, that thefe bigotted -pap'ifli had

the kaft defign to oppofe or murder their king,

much lefs to abolifli kingly government; nor was

it their intereft or inclia.ition to attempt either.

On the other fide, the puritans^ who had, al-

moil from the beginning of queen Elizabeth''s reign,

been a perpetual thorn in the church's fide, joining

with the Scotch enthufiafts in the time of king

Charles the firft, were the principal caufe of the

Irijh rebellion and majjacre^ by diftrefling that prince,

and making it impofTible for him to fend over dmely

fiiccours. And after that pious prince had fatisfied

his parliament in every fmgle point to' be complained

of, the fame fedlaries, by poifoning the minds and

affeitions of the people with the moft falfe and

wicked reprefentations of their king, were able, in

the compafs of a few years, to embroil the three

nations in a bloody rebellion at the expence ofmany
thoufand lives ; to turn the kingly power into anar-

chy; to murder their prince in the face of the world,

and (in their own ftyle) to deftroy the church root

and branch.

The account therefore flands thus. The papijls

aimed at one pernicious a£l, which was to deftroy

the prctejlant religion ; wherein, by God's mercy,
and the affiftance of our glorious king William^

they abfolutejy failed. The fe£laries attempted the

three moft infernal adions, that could poflibly en-

ter into the hearts of men forfakenby God; which
X 4 were



312 Q.UER1ES RELATING TO
were the murder of a mod pious king, the dc-

ftrudlion of the monarchy, and the extirpation of the

church; and fucceeded in them all.

Upon v/hich I put the following queries : Whe-
ther any of thofe fedlaries have ever yet, in a fo-

lemn publiclc manner, renounced any one of thofe

principles, upon which their predeceflbrs then

aded ?

Whether, confidering the cruel perfecutions of

the epifcopal church during the courfe of that hor-

rid rebellion, and the confequences of it until the

happy rejioral'ion^ it is not manifeft, that the perfc-

cuting fpirit lies fo equally divided bctv/een the /)a-

pijls and the fe6tarics, that a feather would turn

the balance on either fiJe ?

And therefore, laftly, Whether any perfon of

common underftanding, who prcfefTeth himfelf a

member of the church eilabliflied, although, per-

haps, with little inward regard to any religion

(which is too often the cafe) if he loves the peace

and welfare of his country, can, after cool think-

ing, rejoice to fee a power placed again in the

hands of fd reftlefs, fo ambitious, and fo mercilefs

a faclion, to ait over all the fame parts a fecond

time ?

\'' Whether the candor of that expreffion, fo fre-

quent of late in fermons and pamphlets, of the

firength and number' of the papifts in Ireland, can be

juftified ? For as to their number, however great,

it is always magnified in proportion to the zeal or

politicks of the fpeaker and writer; but it is a grofs

impofition,
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impofition, upon common reafon, to terrify us with

their ftrength. For popery^ under the circumftances

it lies in this kingdom, although it be offenfive and

inconvenient enough from the confequences it hath

to encreafc the rapine, floth, and ignorance, as well

as poverty of the natives, is not properly dangerous

in that fenfe, as fome would have us take it ; be-

caufe it is univcrfally hated by every part of a dif-

ferent religious profeflion. It is the contempt of the

wife; the beft topick for clamours of defigning men;
but the real terror only of fools. The landed j5<7^i/&

intereft, in England^ far exceeds that among us

even in proportion to the wealth and extent of each

kingdom. The little that remains here is- daily

dropping into protejiant hands by purchafe or de-

fccnt
J
and that affected complaint of counterfeit

converts' will fall, with the caufe of it, \\\ half a

generation, unlefs it be raifed or kept alive as a

continual fund of merit and eloquence. The pap'tfls

'are wholly difarmed j they have neither courage,

leaders, money, nor inclinations to rebel ; thty want

every advantage, which they formerly poIieileJ, to

follow that trade; and wherein even with thofe ad-

vantages they always mi(carried ; they appear very

eafy and fatisfied under that connivance, which they

enjoyed during the whole laft reign ; nor ever

fcrupled to reproach another party, under v^hich

they pretfnd to have fuitered fo much feverity.

Upon thefe confiderations, I muft ccnfefs to have

fufpended much of my pity towards the gr-^at dreaders

oi popery-y many of Vv'hom appear to be hale, ftrong,

a(5iive.



31+ Q_UERIES RELATING TO
active, young men ; who, as I am told, eat, drink,

and fltcp heartily
J
and are very chcarful (as they

have exceeding good reafon) upon all other fubjcits.

However, I cannot too much commend the gene-

rous concern, vvliich our neighbours, and others

who com3 from the fame neighbouriiood, arc fo

kind to exprefs for us upon this account ; although

the form'-T be farther removed from the d.m^er of

popery by tvi/enty leagues of falt-vt'ater ; but this, 1

fear, is a digreffion.

When an artificial report was rai fed here, many
years ago, of an intended invafion by the pretender

which blew over, after it had done its office) the

dijjenters argued, in their talk and in their pamphlets,

after this manner, applying themfelves to thofe of

the church : Gentlemen, if the pretender h^d land-

ed, as the law now ftands, we durft not affill: vou ;

and therefore, unlefs you take off the ;f^, when-
ever you {hall happen to be invaded in earneft, if

we are dcfired to take up arms in your defence,

our anfvver {hall be : Pray, gentlemen, fight your

own battles : we will not do your drudgery. This

way of reafoning I have heard from feveral of their

chiefs and abetters in an hundred converfations
;

and have read it in twenty pamphlets : and I am
confident it will be offered again, if the projeil

Ihould fail to take off the te/i.

Upon which piece of oratory and reafoning, I

form the following query. Whether, in cafe of an

invafion from the pretender (which is not quite fo

proboble as from the grandjignior), the dijfenters can,

with
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with prudence and fafety, offer the fame plea ; ex-

cept they fhall have made a previous (iipulation

with tiic invaders ? And vi'hether the full freedom

of their religion and trade, their lives, properties,

wives, and children, are not, and have not always

been reckoned, fufficient motives for repelling in-

vafions ; efpecially in our fqclaries, who call them-

felves the trurjl protejlants^ by virtue of their pre-

tended or real fiercenefs againft popery.

Whether omitting or neglecting to celebrate the

day of the martyrdom of the bleffed king Charles the

firft, enjoined by a6i: of parliament, can be juftly

reckoned a particular and diflinguiftiing m.ark of

good affednon to the prefent government?

Whether in thofe churches, where the faid day

is obferved, it will fully anfwer the intent of the

faid acl, if the preacher fhall commend, excufe, pal-

liate, or extenuate the murder of that royal martyr ;

and place the guilt of that horrid rebellion, with all

its confequences, the following ufurpations, the en-

tire deftru£lion of the church, the cruel and con-

tinual perfecutions of thofe who could be difcovered

to profefs its doctrines, with the enfuing babel of

fanaticifm, to the account of that bleffed king, who,

by granting the petition of right, and paffing every

bill that could be a(ked for the fecurity of the fub-

je6t, had, by the confeffion of thofe wicked men

before the war began, left thena nothing more to

demand ?

Whether fuch a preacher as I have named (whereof

there have been more than one^ not many years paft,

5 even
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even in the prefence of viceroys) who takes that

courfe as a means for promotion,may not be thought

to ftep a little out of the common road, in a mo-

narchy where the il^'fcendcnts of that moft bicfl'ed

martyr have reigned to this day ?

I ground the reafon of making thefe queries on

the title of the a£l; to which I refer the reader.

R E A-



REASONS
Humbly offered to the

PARLIAMENT of IRELAND

For Repealing the

SACRAMENTAL TEST, IN FA-
VOUR OF THE CATHOLICKS.

Written in the Year 1732 [s],

IT is well known, that the firfl: conquerors 0*

this kingdom were EngUJJj catholkks, fubje<3;s t»

£nglijhcaihalid kings, from whom, by their valour

and fuccefs, they obtained large portions of land,,

given them as a reward for their many vi<9:ories

over the In'JI} : to which merit our hreihren, the

diflenters of any denomination whatfoever, have

not the leaft pretenuons.

It is confefled, that the pofterity of thofe flrft

viiStorious catholicks were often forced to rife in their

own defence againft new colonies from England^

who treated them, like mere native Irijh, with in-

numerable oppreflions, depriving them of their

[i] The author having tefora examined the preftyterlans plea of

merit, with refpeft to their own principles and practices, has, in this

Taft, put them in the b;ilance nrainfl paplfts,

lands.
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lards, oncl driving them, by force of arms, into

the moR (JcTpcratc parts of the kingdom ; till in the

next generation the children of thefe tyrants were
ul-'d in the fame itianncr by new Englljh adven-

turers, which pracStice continued for many ceiuu-

ries. But ii is agreed on all hand?, that ho infur-

rc£lions were ever made, CKcept after great oppref-

fions by frcfli invaders. Whereas all the rebellions

of puritans, preJI'yterians^ independents, and other

feftaricsi conjftantly began before any provocations

were given, except that they were not fuffcred to

change the government in church and ftate, and

feize both into their ov/n hands ; which, however,

at laft they did, with the murder of their kino-, and
of many thoufands of his beft fubjeds.

The catholicks were always defenders of monar-
chy, as conftituted in thefe kingdoms ; whereas

our brethren, the d'ljjenters, were always republicans

both in principle and pra^Eiice.

It is well known, that all the catholicks of thefe

kingdoms, both priefts and laity, are true wh'igSy

in the beft and moft proper fenfe of the word ;

bearing as well in their hearts, as in their outward
profeflion, an entire loyalty to the royal houfe of

Hanover, in the perfon and pofterity of George the

fecond, againft the prete?ider and all his adherents.

To which they think themfelves bound in grati-

tude, as well as confcience, by the lenity where-
with they have been treated fince the death of
queen jlmie, (o different from what they fuffered

in the four laft years of that princefs, during the

admini-
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admlniftration of that wicked minifter the earl of

Oxford.

The cathoUcks of this kingdom humbly hope,

that they have at leaft as fair a titJe as any o!' their

brother diflenters to the appellation of protejiants.

They have always protelied againft the felling, de-

throning, or murdering their kings ; againft the

ufurpations and avarice of the court of Rome;

againff deifm^ atheifm, facinianifm, quakerifmy mug~

gletoniafm, fanat'icifm^ brownifm^ as well as againft

all 'Jews, Turhf iiijidch, and hereticks. Whereas

the title of protejiants alTumed by the whole herd of

diflenters (except ourfelves) dependeth entirely up-

on the protejUng againft archbi/hops, hijhops, deans,

and chapters, with their revenues j and the whole

hierarchy ; which are the very exprefllons ufed in

the folemn league and coven-ant [fj, where the word

popery is only mentioned ad invidia^n ; becaufe the

cathoUcks agree with the epifcopal church in thofe

fundamentals.

Although the cathoUcks cannot deny, that, in the

great rebellion againft king Charles the firft, more

foldiers of their religion were in the parliament

army, than in his majefty's troops ; and that many
jefuits and friers went about, in the difguife of

preshyterian and independent minifters, to preach up

[r] A folemn league and covenant entered into between the Scots

and Englijh fanaticks, in the rebellion againft king dearies the firft,

1643, by which they folemnly engaged, among other things, " To
*' endeavour the extirpation of prelacy, that is, church government by

*' archbiftiops, bilTiop-s, deans, archdeacons, and all other epifcopal offi-

** cets, depending en that hierarchy."

rebellion.
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rebellion, as the beft hiftorians of thofe times in-

form us ;
yet the bulk of calholicks^ \\\ both king-

iloms, preferved their loyalty entire.

The catholicks have fome reafon to think it a lit-

tle hard, when their enemies will not pleafe to

diflin^uifli between the rebellious riot committed

by that brutal ruffian Sir Phcliin O Neal^ with his

tumultuous crew of rabble, and the forces raifed

afterwards by the catholick lords and gentlemen of

the EngUjfh pale in defence of the king, after the

EngliJ}) rebellion began. It it is well known, that

his majcfty's r.fFairs were in great diftra£lion fome

time before by an invafion of the covenanting^ Scot-

ijh, kirk rebels^ and by the bafe terms the king was

forced to accept, that they might be kept in quiet

at a juniSture when he was every hour threatened

at home by that fanatic party, which foon after

fct all in a flame. And, if the cachol'ick army in

Ireland fought for their king againft the forces fent

over by the parliament then in a6lual rebellion

againft him, what perfon of loyal principles can be

fo partial to deny, that they did their duty by join-

ing hiin wiih the marquis of Orinond and other

commanders, who bore their commiflions from the

king ? For which great numbers of them loft their

lives, :md forfeited their eftates ; a great part of

the latter being now pofTelTed, by many dcfcend-

ents from thofe very men, who had drav/n their

fwords in the fcrvice of that rebellious parliament

which cut off his head and deftroyed monarchy.

And what is more amazing, although the fame

perfons.
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perfohs, when the Irijh were entirely fubduecJ,

continued in power under the rump^ were chief

confidents and faithful fubjeds to Cro7nwelly yet,

beino- wife enough to forefee a reJioraUon^ they

fei:ied the forts and caftles here out of the hands of

their old brethren in rebellion^ for the fervice of the

king; juft faving the tide, and putting in a ftoclc

of merit fufficient not only to preferve the land

which the catholicki loft by their loyalty, but like-

wife to preferve their civil and military employ-

ments, or be higher advanced.

Thofe infurreilions wherewith the catholich are

charged, from the beginning of the feventeenth

century to the great Englijh rebellion, were occafi-

oned by many oppreflions they lay under. They

had no intention to introduce a new religion, but

to enjoy the liberty of preferving the oid\ the very

fame which their anceftors profeifed from the time

that Chrtjiianity was firft introduced into this

ifland, which was by cathollcks ; but whether ming-

led with corruptions, as fome pretend, doch not be-

long to the queftion. They had no defign to

change the g«vernment ; they never attempted to

light againft, to imprifon, to betray, to fell, to

bring to -a trial, or to murder their king. The
fchifmaticks adted by a fpirit directly contrary

;

they united in zfolemn league and covenant to alter

the whole fyftemof fpiritual government eftablifhed

in all chriftian nations, and of apoftolic inftltuti-

on ; concluding the tragedy with the murder of the

king in cold blood, and upon mature deliberation j

Vol. IX. ' y at
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at the fame time changing the monaichy into a

commonvvcaith.

The cat/.'olich of Irc/an.i, in the great rebellion,

lofl their eflates for fighting in defence of tneir

king. The fcliifmaticks, who cut off the father's

head, forced the fori to fly for his life, and over-

turned the whole ancient frame of government,

religious and civil : obtained grants of thofe very

cftates, which the catholicks lofl in defence of the

ancient conftitution, many of which eftates are, at.

this day, polTefl'ed by the pufterity of thofe fchifma-

ticks : and thus they gained by their rebclUo7i, what

the catholicks loft by their loyalty.

We allow the catholicks to be brethren of the dif-

fenters J
fome people indeed (which we cannot

allow) would have thcrn to be our children, be-

caufe we both dilltnt from the church eftabliflitd,

and both agree in abolilhing this perfecuting facra-

mental teft, by which negative difcouragement we

are both rendered incapable of civil and military

employments. However, we cannot but wonder

at the bold familiarity of thefe fchifmaticks in cal-

ling the members of the national church their bre-

thren and felloiu protejlants. It is true, that all

thefe fe«^s (except the catholicks) are brethren to

each other in faction, ignorance, iniquity, perverfe-

nefs, pride, and (if we except the quakers) in re-

bellion. But, how the churchmen can be ftyled

their fellow protejlarits^ we cannot comprehend :

becaufe, when the whole babel of fc(Slaries joined

againft the church, the king, and the nobility, for

twenty
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twenty years, in a Match at Fo.ot Ball,

where the proverb exprefly tells us, that o.ll are

Fellows ; while the three kingdoms were tofied

to and fro, the churches and cities and royal pa-

laces {hattered to pieces by their balls, their buffets,

and their kicks ; the vidors would allow no more

Fellows at Foot Ball ; but murdered, fe-

queftered, plundered, deprived, banifhed to the

plantations, or enflaved, all their oppofers who had

lojl the ga?ne.

It is faid the world is governed by opinion ; and

politicians alTure us, that all power is founded

thereupon. Wherefore, as all human creatures

are fond to diftradion of their own opinions, and

fo much the more, as thofe opinions are abfurd,

ridiculous, or of little moment j it muft follov/,

that they are equally fond of power. But no opi-

nions are maintained with fo much obftinacy as

thofe in religion, efpecially by fuch zealots, who
never bore the leaft regard to religion, confcience,

honour, juftice, truth, mercy, or common mora-

lity farther than in outward appearance, under the

mafk of hypocrify to promote their diabolical de-

figns. And therefore biftiop Burnet^ one of their

oracles, tells us honeftly, that the faints of thofe

fanatic times pronounced themfelves above mora-

lity ; which they reckoned among beggarly elements
-,

but the meaning of thefe two laft words thus appli-

ed, we confefs to be above our underftanding.

Among thofe kingdoms and ftates which fiift

embraced the Reformation, England appears to

Y 2 have
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have received it ia ihe moft regular way ; where it

was introduced in a pe;iccable manner, by the

fupreme power of a king [u] and the three eftates

in parliament; to which, as the higheft legiflative

authority, all fubjecls are bound paflively to fub-

mit, Neither was there much bL,od ftied on fo

great a change of religion. But a confid.rable

number of lords, and other perfons of quality

through the kingdom, ftill continued in their old

faith, and were, notwichftanding their difference in

religion, employed in offices civil as well as mili-

tary, more or lefs in every reign, until the teft adl

in the time of king Charles the fecond. However,

from the time of the Reformation, the number of

catholicks gradually and confiderably lefTcned. So
that, in the reign of king Charles the firft, England

became, in a great degree, a proteftant kingdom,

without taking the fccStaties into the number; the

legality whereof, with refpctT: to human laws, the

catholicks never difputcd ; but the puritans^ and

other fchilmaticks, without the Icaft pretence to

any fuch authority, by an open rebellion deftroycd

that legal Reformation, as we obferved before,

murdered their king, and changed the monarchy

into a republick. It is therefore not to be won-
dered at, if the catholicks^ in fuch a babel of religi-

ons, chofe to adhere to their own faith left them

by their anccftors, rather than fcek for a better

[«] Ilcnry VIir»

among
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among a rabble of hypocritical, rebellious, deluding

knaves, or deluded enthufiafts.

We repeat once more, that if a national religion

be changed by the fupreme legiflative power, we
cannot difpute the human legality of fuch a change.

But we humbly conceive, that if any confiderable

party of men, which differs from an eftablifhment,

either old or new, can deferve liberty of confci-

ence, it ought to confift of thofe, who, for want of

convi£tion, or of right underftanding the merits

of each caufe, conceive themfelves bound in con-

fcience to adhere to the religion of their anceftors

;

becaufe they are of all others leaft likely to be au-

thors of innovations either in church or ftate.

On the other fide ; if the reformation of religion

be founded upon rebellion againft the king, with-

out whofe confent, by the nature of our conftitu-

tion, no law can pafs ; if this reformation be in-

troduced by only one of the three eftates, I mean

the commons, and not by one half even of thofe

commons, and this by the afliftance of a rebellious

army ; again, if this Reformation were carried on

by the exclufion of nobles both lay and fpiritual

(who conftitute the other part of the three eftates),

by the murder of their king, and by abolifhing the

whole fyftcm of government; the catholuks cannot

fee why the fuccerfors of thofe fchifmaticks, who
are univerfally accufed by all parties, except them-

felves, and a itw infamous abetters, for iiill re-

taining the fame principles in religion and govern-

Y 3 iiieutj
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merit, under which their predeceflbrs afted ; fhould

pretend. to a better fhare of civil or military truit,

profit and power, than the catholicks, who, durino^

all that period of twenty years, were continually

perfecuted with the utmofl: feverity, merely on ac-

count of their loyalty and conftant adherence to

kingly power.

We now come to thofe arguments for repealing

the facramental tcft, which equally affeil the ca-

tholicks, and their brethren the difl'cnters.

Firjl, we agree with our fellow-diffenters,

that [*•] perfecidion, merely for confcience fake, if

againfi the genius of the gofpel. And fo likewife is

any law for depriving men of their natural and civil

rights, which they claim as men. We are'alfo ready

enouch to allow, that the fmallefi negative clifcou-

ragements, for uniformity's fake, are fo many perfecu^

iions. Becaufe, it cannot be denied, that the

fcratch of a pin is, in fome degree, a real wound,

as much as a ftab through the heart. In like man-

ner, an incapacity by law for any man to be made

a judge, a colonel, orjuflice of the peace, merely

on a point of confcience, is a negative difcouragement,

and, confequently, a real perfecution : for in this

cafe, the author of the pamphlet, quoted in the

margin [;»], puts a very pertinent and powerful

qucflion : If God be the fole Lord of the confcience^

\x\ V'li. Rcafons for the repeal of the facramental tell.

fj] V\d, Rcafons for the repeal of the facramental teft.

ivhy
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%vhy j}mild the rights of confdence be fuhje5l to human

jurifdu'^ion ? Now, to apply this to the catholich

;

the belief of tranfubfliantiation is a matter purely of

religion and confcicrice^ winch doth not affeSi the poli-

tical interejl of focicty^ as fuch : therefore why J})ould

the rights of confcience^ whereof God is thefok Lord,

he fuhj'e£i to human jurifdiSiion f And why fhould

God be deprived of this right over a catholick's

confcience, any more than over that of any other

diffenter ?

And whereas another author, among our bre-

thren the diffenters, hath very juftly complained,

that, by this perfecuting teft a£t, great numbers of

true proteflants have been forced to leave the king-

dom, and fly to the plantations, rather than ftay

here branded with an incapacity for civil and mili-

tary employments ; we do affirm, that the cathoUcks

can bring many more inftances of the fame kind ;

feme thoufands of their religion having been forced,

by the facramental teft, to retire into other coun-

tries, rather than live here under the incapacity of

wearing fwords, fitting in parliament, and getting

that fliare of power and profit which belong to

them as fellow Chrijlians, whereof they are de-

prived merely upon account of confdence^ which would

not allow them to take thefacrament after the manner

prefcribed in the liturgy. Hence it clearly follows,

in the words of the fame [z] author. That if we

[x] See Reafons againft the teft.

Y 4 catho-
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catholicks are incapable ofemployments, luc are punijh-

ed for our dijfcnty that /';, for our confcience^ which

wholly turfis upon political conJicleratis>is.

The catholicks are willing to aclcnowled'^e the

king's fupremacy, whenever their brethren, the dif-

fenters, ftiall pleafe to (hew them an example.

Further, the catholicks, whenever their reh'gion

fliall come to be the national eftablifhed faith, are

willing to undergo the fame te/i offered by the au-

thor already q'loted. His words are thefe : To end

this debate, by putting it upon a foot, which ^ I hope,

will appear, to every impartial perfon, a fair and

equitable one : we catholicks propofe, with jubmiffion

to the proper judges, that effeSiual fecurity be taken

againlt perfecution, by obliging all, ivho are admitted

into places ofpower and trufi, tvhatever their religious

profjjion be, in the mofl folemfi manner, to difclaim

perfcLiiting principles. It is hoped the publick will

take notice of thefe words ; IVhatever their religious

proffffion be; which plainly include the catholicks',

and for which we return thanks to cur dijjenting

brethren.

And whereas it is objected by thofe of the eftab-

lifhcd church, that, if the fchifmaticks and fana-

ticks were once put into a capacity of pofleiBnj^

civil and military employments, they would never

bo at eafe, till they had raifed their own way of

vvorlhip into the national religion through all his

majcfty's dominions, equal with the true orthodox

Sxoitijl:) kirk; whicli, when they had oricc brought

to
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to pafs, they would no more allow liberty of con-

fcience to epifcopal diflenters, than they did in the

time of the great EngUJh rebellion, and in the fuc-

ceeding fanatic anarchy, till the king was reftored.

There is another very learned fchifmatical [r/j

pamphleteer, who, in anfwer to a malignant libel

called,' The prejhyterian plea of merits cvc. clearly

wipes cfF this afperfion, by afluring all epifcopal

proteftants of the prefent church, upon his owa
word, and to his own knowledge, that our bre-

thren, the diflenters, will never offer at fuch an at-

tempt. In like manner the cathoUcks^ when legally

required, will openly declare, upsn their ivords and

honours^ that, as foon as their nezaiivc difcouro^e'

Tiients and their perfecution fhall be removed by re-

pealing the fiicramental tcft, they will leave it en-

tirely to the merits of the caufc, whether the king-

dom {hall think fit to make their faith the eftab-

iifhed religion or not.

And again, whereas owx prejbyterian brethren, in

many of their pamphlets, take much oflence, that

the great rebellion in England^ the murder of the

king, with the entire change of religion and govern-

ment, are perpetually objected againd: them both

in and out of feafon, by our common entmy the

prefent conformlfls ; we do declare, in the defence

of our faid brethren, that the reproach aforefaid is

an old vuorn-out thread-bare canty which they always

\_a\ Vindication of the proteftant difTcntcrs,

difdainedl
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difJained to anfwcr : and I very well remember,

that having once tc Id a certain conformift, how
much I vvi nJeied to hear him anJ his tribe dwel-

ling pcrpernally on To beaten a fubjeiSl ; he was

pieafed to divert the dilcourfc with a foolifn rtory,

which I cannoL forbear telling t.i his d fgrace. He
faid, there was a clergyman in Torkjhire, who, for

fifteen years together, prcachc d every Sunday againft

drunkennefs : wliereat the parifliioners being much

offended, complained to the archbifliop ; who h;iv-

ing fent for the clergyman, and feverely repri-

manded him, the minifter had no better an anfvver,

than by confining the fa6l ; adding, that all the

parlfli were drunkards ; that he defired to reclaim

them from one vice, before he would begin upon

another; and fince they Hill continued to be as

great drunkards as before, he refolved to go on,

excrpt his grace would pleafe to forbid him.

We are very fenfible how heavy an accufation

iieth upon the catholicks o'i Ireland ; that fome years

before king ChcirUi the fecond was rcftered, when

theirs and the king's forces were entirely rcdueed,

and the kingdom declared, by the rwnp^ to be fet-

tled
J

after all his majcfty's generals were forced to

fly to France^ or oiher countries, the heads of the

faid catholicks^ who remained here in an enflaved

condition, joined to fend an invitation to the duke

of Lorrain ; engaging, upon his appearing here

with his forces, to deliver up the whole illand to

his power, and declare him their fovereign j which,

after
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after the Reftoration, was proved againft them by

dean Boyle, fince primate, who produced the very

original inftrument at the board. The catljoUcks

freely acknowledge the fad to be true; and, at the

fame time, appeal to all the world, whether a

wifer, a better, a more honourable, or a more

juflifiable pioje£l could have been thought of. They
were then reduced to flavery and beggary by the

EngUjh rebels, many thouGinds of them murdered,

the reft deprived of their eftates, and driven to live

on a fmall pittance in the wilds of Connaught ; at a

time when either the rump, or Cromwell, abfo-

Jutely governed the three kingdoms. And the

queftion will turn upon this, whether the cathoUcks,

deprived of all their pofFeflions, governed with a

rod of iron, and in utter del'pair of ever feeing the

monarchy reftored, for the prefervation of which

they had fuffered fo much, were to be blamed for

calling in a foreign prince of their own religion,

who had a confiderable army to fupport them, ra-

ther than fubmit to fo infamous an ufurper as Crom-

well, or fuch a bloody and ignominiou!» conventicle

is the rump. And I have often heard not only

our friends the difTenters, but even our common
enemy the conformifts, who are converfant in the

hiftory of thofe times, freely confefs, that, con-

fidering the miferable fituation the Irijh were then

in, they could not have thought of a braver or

more virtuous attempt ; by which they might have

Jseen inflrumenta of reftoring the lawful monarch,

at
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at lead to the recovery of England and Scotland

from tliofc b't payers and fellers, and murderers of

his royal tat'icr.

T'j conclude ; whereas the laft quoted author

complains very heavily and frequently of a Brand
that lies upcm them, it is a great miftike: for the

£rft original Bramd ha'h bren \oiyi taken off;

only we confefs tne icar will pmbablv rennain, and

be vifible for ever to thofe, who know the princi-

ples by which they acted, and until thof. princi-

ples fhall be openly renounced ; tlfe it muft con-

tinue to all generations, like the nurk fet upon

Cairiy which, feme authors lay, defcended to all

his pofterity ; or like the Roman nofe and Aujhian

lip; or like the long bag of fleih hanginq; down
from the gills of the people in Piedmont. But, as

for any brands fixed on fchifmaticks for feveral

years paft, they have been all in ide with cold iron
',

like thieves who, by the Benefit of the Cler-

gy, are condemned to be only burned in the

hand ; but efcape the pain and the maik by being

in fie with the Jaylor. Which advantage the

fchifmatical teachers will never want, who, as we
are afflired, and of which there is a very frejh in-

Jlancc^ have the fouls and bodies, and purfes of

their people a hundred times more at their mercy>

than the cathol'uk priefts could ever pretend to.

Therefore, upon the whole, the catholicks do

humbly petition (without the leaft infmuaiion of

threatening) that, upon this favourable jun(Sture,

their
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their incapacity for civil and military employments

may be wholly taken ofF, for the very fame reafons

(befides others more cogent) that are now offered

by their brethren the dijfenters.

Andyour petitioners^ as in duty hound, Jhall ev&r

pray, &c.

Dublin^

Nov. 1733.

In this cdntroverfy the author was agarn viflorlou?, for t!he .^2^

Wis not repealedi

SOME
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REASONS
AGAINST

The BILL for fettling the Tithe o^ Hempj
FlaXy Sec. by a Modus [^J.

TH E clergy did little cxpcd to have any caufe

of complaint a^ainft the prefcnt houfe of

commons j who, in the laft feflion, were pleafed

to throw out a bill [c] lent them from the lords,

which that reverend body apprehendL-d would be

very injurious to them, if it paflcd into a law : and

who> in the prefcnt feflion, defeated the arts and
endeavours oi Jthijmaticks to repeal i\\^ facramental

teji.

For although it haih been allowed on all hands,

that the former of thofe bills might, by its necef-

fary confiquencts, be very difplcafing to the lay

gentlemen of the kingdom, for many reafons pure-

ly fecular ; and that this laft attempt for repealino-

[b] Many eminent clergymen, who oppofed this fcheme, applied

to Dr. Stvift to write againft it, which he readily confcntcd to upon
their giving him feme hints, and, two days after, the following rea-

fons were prcfented to feveral members of p;iiliamc;-.t, which had fo

good an effect, that the bill wus dropped.

ff] For the biftiops to divide livings,

5 the
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the teji did much more afFe6l, at prefent, the tem-

poral intereft, than the fpiritual ;
yet the whole

body of the lower clergy have, upon both thofc

cccafions, expreffed equal gratitude to that honour-

able houfe for their juftice and fteadinefs, as if the

cleri^y alone were to receive the benefit.

It muft needs be therefore a great addition to

the clergy's grief, that fuch an aflembly, as the

prefent houfe of coir.mons, (hould now, with an

expedition more than ufual, agree to a bill for en-

couraglno- the linen manufacture with a claufe,

whereby the church is to lofe two parts in three of

the legal tithe in flax and hemp.

Some reafons why the clergy think fuch a law

will be a great hardftiip upon them are, I conceive,

thofe that follow. I fhall venture to enumerate

them with all deference due to that honourable

allembly,

FirJ}^ the clergy fuppofe that they have not, by

any fault or demerit, incurred the difpleafure of the

nation's reprefent.itives : neither can the declared

loyalty of the prefent fett, from the highefl prelate

to the lowed vicar, be in the leaft difputed : be-

caufe there are hardly ten clergymen through the

whole kingdom, for more than nineteen years paft,

who have not been either preferred entirely upon

account of their declared afFe£lion to the Hanover

line, or higher promoted as the due reward of the

fame merit.

There is not a landlord, in the whole kingdom,

rcfiding fome part of the year at his country feat,-

who
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v.-ho Is not, in his own confcience, fully convinc-

ed, that the tithes of his minifter have gradually

funk, for feme years paft, one third, or at leaft

one fourth of their former value, exclufive of all

iion-folvencies.

The pr^yment of tithes. In this kingdom, is fub-

jccl to fo many frauds, brangles, and other difE-

culties, not only from papi/ii and dijjenters, but

even from thofe who profefs themfelvcs protcjlants \

that, by the expence^ the trouble, and vexation of

coUciSting, or bargaining for them, they are, of all

other rents, the moil precarious, uncertain, and ill

paid.

The landlords, in moft pariflies, expect, as a

compliment, that they (hall pay little more than

half the value of the tithes for the lands they hold

in their own hands ; which often confift ot large

domains : and it is the minifter's intereft to make

them eafy upon that article, when he confiders

what influence thofe gentlemen have upon their

tenants.

The clergy cannot but think it extremely fcvere,

that, in a bill for encouraging the linen manufac-

ture, they alone muft be the fuitercrs, who can

leali afibrd it. If, as I am told, there be a tax of

three thoufand pounds a year paid by the publick,

for a farther encouragement to the faid manufac-

ture, are not the clergy equal (harers in the charge

with the reft of their fellow-fubjeds ? What fatis-

fa<£tory reafon can be therefore given, why they

alone fliould bear the whole additional weight, un-

o kfs
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lefs it will be alledged that their property is not

upon an equal foot with the properties of other

men. They acquire their own fmall pittance by

at leaft as honeft means as their neighbours, the

landlords, poflefs their eftates ; and have been al-

ways fuppofed, except in rebellious or fanatical

times, to have as good a title : for no families

now in being can fliew a more ancient. Indeed,

if it be true, that fome perfons (I hope they were

not many) were feen to laugh when the rights of

the clergy were mentioned j in this cafe an opinion

may poffibly be foon advanced, that they have no

rights at all. And this is likely enough to gain

ground, in proportion as the contempt of all reli-

gion (hall increafe, which is already in a very for-

ward way.

It is faid, there will be alfo added, in this bill, a

claufe for diminifliing the tithe of hops, in order

to cultivate that ufeful plant among us : and here

likewife the load is to lie entirely on the fhoulders

of the clergy, while the landlords reap all the be-

nefit. It will not be eafy to forefee where fuch

proceedings are like to ftop : or whether, by the

fame authority, in civil times, a parliament may
not as juftly challenge the fame power in reducing

all things titheable, hot below the tenth part of the

produft (which is, and ever will be, the clergy's

equitable right), but from a tenth part to a fixtieth

or eightieth, and from thence to nothing.

I have heard it granted, by fkilful perfons, that

the pra£lice of taxing the clergy, by parliament.

Vol. IX, Z without
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without their own confent, is a new thing, riot

much above the date of feventy years : before

which period, in times of peace, they always taxed

themfelves. But things are extremely altered at

prefent : it is not now fufficicnt to tax them in

common with their fellow-fubjc£ts, without im-

pofing an additional tax upon them, from which,

or from any thing equivalent, all their fellow fub-

jed^s are exempt ; and this in a country profeiring

Chrijiianity.

The grcateft part of the clergy, throughout this

kin2;dom, have been ftripped of their glebes by the

confufion of times, by violence, fraud, oppreffion,

and other unlawful means ; all which glebes are

now in the hands of the laity. So that they now
are generally forced to lie at the mercy of landlords

for a fmall piece of ground in their parifhes, at a

moft exorbitant rent, and ufually for a Ihort term

of years, whereon to build a houfe, and enable

them to refide. Yet, rn fpight of thefe difadvan-

t^es, I am a witnefs, that they are generally more

conftant rcfidents, than their brethren in England',

where the meaneft vicar hath a convenient dwel-

ling, with a barn, a garden, and a field or two

for his cattle; befides, the certainty of his little

income from honeft farmers, able and willing not

only to pay him his dues, but likewife to make
him prclcnts, according to their ability, for his

better fupport. In all which circumltanccs the

clergy of Ireland meet with a treatment diredlly

contrary.

2 It
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It is hoped the honourable houfe will confiderj

that it is impoflible for the moft ill-minded, avari-

cious, or cunning clergyman to do the leaft in-

juftice to the meaneft cottager in his parifli in any

baro-ain for tithes, or other ecclcGaftical dues. He

can, at the utmoft, only demand to have his tithe

fairly laid out ; and does not once, in a hundred

times, obtain his demand. But every tenant, from

the poorefl: cottager to the moft lubftantial farruer,

can, and generally doth, impofe upon the minifter,

by fraud, by theft, by lyes, by perjuries, by info-

lence, and fometimes by force; notwithftanding

the utmoft vigilance and fkill of himfelf and his

pro£lor. Infomuch, that it is allowed, that the

clergy in general receive little more than one half

of their legal dues ; not including the charges they

are at in colledling or bargaining for them.

The land rents of Ireland are computed to about

two millions, whereof one tenth amounts to two

hundred thoufand pounds. The beneficed clergy-

men, excluding thofe of this city, are not reckoned

to be above five hundred j by which computation,

they fhould each of them pofTefs two hundred

pounds a year, if thofe tithes were equally divided,

although, in well-cultivated corn countries, it

ought to be more ; whereas they hardly receive on "

half of that fum, with great defalcations, and in

very bad payments. There are, indeed, a few

glebes in the north pretty confiderable j but, if

thcfe and all the reft were in like manner equally

divided, they would not add five pounds a year to

Z 2 every
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every clergyman. Therefore, whether the condi-

tion of the clergy in general among us be juftly

liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy burthen,

which neither the nobility, nor gentry, nor tradcf-

men, nor farmers, will touch with one of their

fingers ; this, 1 fay, is fubmitted to the honourable

ho ufe.

One terrible circumftance in this bill i^, that of

turning the tithe of flax and hcinp into what the

lawyers call a modus, or a certain fum in lieu of a

tenth part of the produdl. And by this pra6tice of

claiming a modus in many parifiies by ancient cuf-

tom, the clergy, in both kingdoms, have been al-

moft incredible fufferers. Thus, in the prefent

cafe, the tithe of a tolerable acre o{ jiax, which,

by a meJiinn, is worth twelve fhrllings, is, by the

preitnt bill, reduced to four fhillings. Neither is

this the worft part in a modus j every determinate

fum muft, in procefs of time, fmk from a fourth to

a tour and twentieth part, or a great deal lower,

by that necefTary fall attending the value of money,

which is now at leaft nine tenths lower all over

Europe^ than it was four hundred years ago, by a

gradual decline; and even a third part at leafl,

within our own memories, in purchafmg almoft

evTry thing required for the neceffities or conveni-

encies of life ; as any gentleman can attcft, who
hath kept houfe for twenty years pafl. And this

will equally afFc6l poor countries, as well as rich.

For, although I look upon it as an impoflibility

that this kingdom fhould ever thrive under its pre-

3 fcnt
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Tent difadvantages, which, without a miracle, muft

ftill increafe ;
yet, when the whole cafh of the na-

tion {hall fink to fifty thoufand pounds, we muft,

in all our trafEck abroad, either of import or ex-

port, go by the general rate, at which money is

valued in thofe countries that enjoy the common
privileges of human kind. For this reafon no cor-

poration (if the clergy may prefume to call theni-

felves one) fliould, by any means, grant away their

properties In perpetuity upon any confideration

whatfoever ; which is a rock that many corporati-

ons have fplit upon to their great impoverifhing,

and fometimes to their utter undoing ; becaufe they

are fuppofed to fubflfi: for ever, and becaufe no de-

termination of money is of any certain perpetual

intrinfic value. This is known enough in Eng-

landy where eftates, let for ever, fome hundred

years ago, by feveral ancient noble families, do not,

at this prefent, pay their pofterity a twentieth part

of what they are now worth at an eafy rent.

A tax affecting one part of a nation, which al-

ready bears its full fhare in all parliamentary im-

pofitions, cannot poilibly be juft, except it be in-

fli6ted as a punifliment upon that body of men,

which is taxed, for fome great demerit or danger

to the publick apprehended from thofe upon whom
jt is laid. Thus the fap'ijls and nonjurors have been

doubly taxed for refufing to give proper fecurities

to the government j which cannot be objected

againft the clergy. And therefore, if this bill

£hould pafs, I think it ought to be with a preface,

Z 3 ihswing
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{hewing wherein they have offended, and for what

difaffc£lion or other crime they are puniihed.

Jf an additional excife upon ale, or a duty upon

flcfh and bread, were to be enaded, neither the

victualler, butcher, nor baker would bear any more

of the charge than for what thcmfelves confumed,

but it would be an equal general tax through the

whole kingdom : whereas, by this bill, the clergy

alone are avowedly condemned to be deprived of

their ancient, inherent, undifputed rights, in order

to encourage a manufadure, by which all the reft

of the kingdom are fuppofcd to be gainers.

This bill is dire£lly againft magna charta, where-

of the firft claufe is for confirming the inviolable

lights of holy church ; as well as contrary to the

oath taken, by all our kings, at their coronation,

where they fwear to defend and prote£l the church

in all rights.

A tax laid upon employments is a very different

thing. The poffeffors of civil and military em-

ployments are no corporation ; neither are they

any part of our conftitution ; their falaries, pay,

and perquifites, are all changeable at the pleafure of

the prince who beftows them, although the army

be paid from funds raifed and appropriated by the

legiflature. But the clergy, as they have little rea-

fon to expedt, fo they defirc, no more than their

ancient legal dues : only indeed with the removal

of many grievous impediments in the colleflion of

them ; which, it is to be feared, they muft wait for

until more favourable times. It is well known that

they
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they have already, of their own accord, (hewn

great indulgence to their people upon this very ar-

ticle of jiax^ feldom taking above a fourth part of

their tithe for fmall parcels, and oftentimes nothing

at all for new beginners ; waiting, with patience,

until the farmers were able, and until greater quan-

tities of land were employed in that part of huf-

bandry ; never fufpe£ting that their good intentions

fhould be perverted in fo fingular a manner to their

detriment by that very aflembly, which, during

the time that convocations (which are an original

part of our conftitution, ever fince Chrijiianity be-

came national among us) are thought fit to be fuf-

pended, God knows for what rcafon, or from what

provocations j I fay, from that very aflembly, who,

during the intervals of convocations, Ihould rather

be fuppofed to be guardians of the rights and pro-

perties of the clergy, than to make the leaft at-

tempt upon either..

I have not heard, upon enquiry, that any of

thofe gentlemen, who, among us without doors, are

called the court-party, difcover the leaft zeal in this

affair. If they had thoughts to interpofe, it might

be conceived they would (hew their difpleafure

againft this bill, which muft very much leflen the

value of the king's patronage upon promotion to

vacant fees, in the difpofal of deanries, and other

confiderable preferments in the church, which are

in the donation of the crown ; whereby the vice-

roys will have fewer good preferments to beftow

on their dependents, as well as upon the kindred

Z 4

"

of
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of members, who may have a fufficient ftock of

that fort of merit, whatever it may be, which may,

in future times, moft prevail.

The dijjenters^ by not fucceeding in their endea-

vours to procure a repeal of the teji^ have loft no-

thing, but continue in a full enjoyment to their

toleration ; while the clergy, without giving the

leaft oftence, are, by this bill, deprived of a con-

fiderabie branch of their ancient legal rights, where-

by the fchifmatical party will have the pleafure of

gratifying their revenge

—

hoc Grai't voluere.

The farmer will find no relief by this modus, be-

caufe, when his prefent leafc ihall expire, his

landlord will, infallibly, raife the rent in an equal

proportion upon every part of land where flax is

fown, and have fo much a better fecurity for pay-

ment at the expence of the clergy.

If we judge by things paft, it little avails that

this bill is to be limited to a certain time of ten,

twenty, or thirty years. For no landlord will ever

confent that a law (hall expire, by which he finds

himfelf a gainer ; and of this there are many ex-

amples, as well in England as in this kingdom.

The great end of this bill is, by proper encou-

ragement, to extend the linen manufa(5lure into

thofe countries where it hath hitherto been little

cultivated : but this encouragement of leffening the

tithe off,ax and hemp is one of fuch a kind as, it is

to be feared, will have a direclly contrary efFect.

Becaufe, if I am rightly informed, no fett of men

hath, for their number and fortunes, been more

induftrious
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induftrious and fuccefsful than the clergy, In intro-

ducing that manufadlure into places which were

unacquainted with it, by perfuading their people

to fow jiax and hemp^ by procuring feed for them,

and by having them inftrufted in the management

thereof; and this they did not without reafonable

hopes of increafing the value of their parifties after

fome time, as well as of promoting the benefit of

the publick. But if this modus fhould take place,

the clergy will be fo far from gaining, that they

will become lofers by their extraordinary care, by

having their beft arable lands turned to Jiax and

hemp^ which are reckoned great impoverifhers of

land : they cannot therefore be blamed, if they

fhould fliew as much zeal to prevent its being in-

troduced or improved in their pariflies, as they hi-

therto have (hewed in the introducing and improv-

ing of it. This, I am told, fome of them have al-

ready declared, at leaft fo far as to refolve not to

give themfelves any more trouble than other men
about promoting a manufacture, by the fuccefs of

which they only of all men are to be fufferers.

Perhaps, the giving even a further encouragement

than the law doth, as it now ftands, to a fett of

men who might, on many accounts, be fo ufeful

to this purpofe, would be no bad method of hav-

ing the great end of the bill more effciStually an-

fv/ercd ; but this is what they arc far from defir-

ing ; all thev petition for is no more than to con-

tinue on the fame footing with the reft of their

ftliow-lubicfls.

If
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If this modus of paying by the acre be to pafs

into a law, it were to be wiflied, that the fame

law would not only appoint one or more fworn fur-

veyors, in each paiifli, to meafure the lands, on

which Jlax and hemp are fown, but alfo fettle the

price of furveying, and determine whether the in-

cumbent or farmer is to pay for each annual fur-

vey. Without fomething of this kind, there muft

conftantly be difputes between them, and the

neighbouring juftices of peace muit be teized as of-

ten as thofe difputes happen.

I had written thus far, when a paper was fent

to me, wiih feveral reafons againft the bill, fome

whereof, although they have been already touched,

are put in a better light, and the reft did not oc-

cur to me. I (hall deliver them in the author's

own words.

I. That tithes are the patrimony of the church :

and, if not of divine original, yet at leaft of great

antiquity.

II. That all purchafes and leafcs of titheable

lands, for many centuries paft, have been made and

taken, lubje6t to the demand of tithes, and thofe

lands fold and taken jull fo much the cheaper on

that account.

III. That if any lands are exempted from tithes,

or the legal demands of fuch tithes lefiened by adl

of parliament, fo much value is taken from the pro-

prietor ot the tithes, and vefted in the proprietor of

the lands, or his head tenants.

IV. That
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IV. That no innocent, unofFendijig perfon can

be (o deprived of his property, without the greateft

violation of common juftice.

V. That to do this, upon a profpecl of encou-

raging the linen or any other manufadiure, is a6t-

-ing upon a very millalcen and uiijuft fuppofltion
;

inafmuch as the price of the lands, fo occupied, will

be no way leflened to the farmer by fuch a law.

VI. That the clergy are content chearfully to

bear (as they now do) any burthen, in common
with their fellow-fubjeds, either for the fupport of

his majefty's government, or the encouragement
of the trade of the nation ; but think it very hard,

that,they (hould be fingled out to pay heavier taxes

than others, at a time, when, by the decreafe of

the value of their parifhes, they are lefs able to bear

them.

VII. That the legiilature hath hitherto diftin-

guifhsd the clergy by exemptions, and not by addi-

tional loads, and the prefent clergy of the kino-dom

hope they have not deferved worfe of the le^ifla-

ture than their predecelTors.

VIII. That, by the original conftitution of thefe

kingdoms, the clergy had the fole right of taxing

themfelves, and were in pofleilion of that rio-ht as

low as the Reftorationj and, if that right be now
devolved upon the commons, by the ceffion of the

clergy, the commons can be confidered, in this

cafe, in no other light than as the guardians of the

clergy.

IX. That
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IX. That, befides thofe tithes always in the

poflefiTion of the clergy, there are fome portions of

tithes kitcly come into their pofTefTion by purchafe

;

that, if this claufe fnould take place, they would

not be allowed the benefit of thefe purchafes, upon

an equal foot of advantage with the reft of their

fellow- fubjefls. And that fome tithes, in the

hands of impropriators, are under fettlements and

mortgages.

X. That the gentlemen of this houfe fliould con-

fider, that loading the clergy, is loading their own

younger brothers and children, with this additional

crrievance, that it is taking from the younger and

poorer to give to the elder and richer ; and,

Lajlly, That, if it were, at any time, juft and

proper to do this, it would however he too fevere

to do it now, when all the tithes of the kingdom

are known, for fome years paft, to have funk above

one third part in iheir value.

Any income, in the hands of the clergy, is at

leaft as ufeful to the publick, as the fame income

in the hands of ihe laity.

It were more rcafonable to grant the clergy, in

three parts of the nation, an additional fupport,

than to diminifh their prefent fubfiftence.

Great employments are, and will be, in the

hands of EngUfnmcn ; nothing left for the younger

fons of h'lpnen but vicarages, tide-waiters places,

i^c. therefore no reafon to make them worfe.

The inoclus^ upon the fiax in England, affects

only lands reclaimed fincc the year 1690, and is

ai
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at the rate of five fhillings the Englijh acre, which

is equivalent to eight fliillings and eight pence Irijhy

and that to be paid before the farmer remove it

from the field. Flax is a manufacture of little

confequence in England, but is the ftaple in Ire-

-land; and if it increafes (as it probably will) muft,

in many places, joftic out corn, becaufe it is more
gainful.

The clergy of the eftabliflied church have no in-

tereft, like thofe of the church of Rome, diftind!:

from the true intereft of their country, and there-

fore ought to fufFer under no diftindt impofitions

or taxes of any kind.

The bill, for fettling the modus of England^ was
brought in, the firft year of the reign of kin*-

George I. when the clergy lay, very unjuftly, un-
der the imputation of feme difaffe£lion ; and en-

couraged the bringing in of fome fens in Lincoln-

fio'tre, which were not to be continued under t^^a';

but it left all lands, 'w\iQXQ Jlax had been fown be-

fore that time, under the fame condition of tithino-,
a*

in which they were before the pafling of that bill

:

whereas this bill takes away w^hat the clergy arc

adlually pofTelTed of.

That the woollen manufacture is the ftaple of

England., as the linen is that of Ireland, yet no at-

tempt was ever made in England to reduce the tithe

of wool for the encouragement of that manufac-

ture. This manufafture hath already been re-

markably favoured by the clergy, who have hitherto

been generally content with lefs than half, fome

with
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with fix pence a garden, and fome have taken no-

thing.

Employments, they fiiy, have been taxed ; the

reafons for which taxation will not hold with re-

(Idwl to property, at lead till employments become'

inheritances. The commons always have had fo

tender a regard to property, that they would never

fuiTcr any law to pafs, whereby any particular per-

ions might be aggrieved without their own confent.

N. B. Some alterations have been made in the hill

about the vc\o^\x%^ fince the above paper tuas wrif-r

ten ; but they are of little moment.

End of Vol. IX,
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