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"a special place for wildlife. | 

| Oconee National Forest | 
| -Southem > ee -.. Forest. : pope 

"Service. : fe 

‘United States Department of Agriculture 
seo? ay cooperation wath, 2275 ace!) 
+ (Georgia DepartmentofNaturalResources 
and Ducks UnilimitedMA.R.S.H.Program. 



_ This 60-acre freshwater wetland is a water- 
_ fowl conservation project made possible s 
through cooperative efforts of the USDA © 

_ Forest Service, Georgia Department ofe 
‘ Natural Resources, Georgia Power Com-. 2 . 

- pany, and Ducks Unlimited's MARSH — 

- cee ee as 

Thea area was once a i bottoniland hardwood ; 

: forest along the Oconee River. F looding — 

of Lake Oconee killed the trees and the 
— rising and falling lake level created a large | 

mud flat. A dike and water control struc- - 

- ture were installed : SO valuable marsh 

: habitat could be created. 

Uoniety - - ‘te spice a te e 
_ These lands and wetlands are home to an 
e amazing variety of birds, plants, ‘and ani- 

_ mals. During your visit watch for great 
| blue herons and osprey, muskrat and bea- . 

GT, Many of the birds and animals you : 

$e depend entirely on wetlands us sur- ~ 

vival. eat hana 



Ecatian tt ‘cake. oe 
Ducks and geese can the sorted by ee. 
_ feeding habits. Some dabble, some e dive, 
+ and so some ae aa 

- Dabbleis, auch as mallards, tip ne -up in 

: the water to. feed on‘aquatic plants and— 
animals on or near the bottom. Their: 

| flattened bills strain waters so food can be. - 

: eaten. 

| underwater maneuvers. They are aided - 

x by having short leg gs placed farther back 
‘on their bodies than those of dabbling 

~ ducks. ‘Divers' long, narrow bills and 

| toothed cae! make it easy. to DET 

2 Gres ahd swans are grazers. Geese oa 
: tender grass and sprouts of grain found lon : i 
— land. Their sharp bills can, oe off 

s toupee ve Beno 

: Wading birds use different pedis to 
~ catch prey. The great blue heron stands eo 

motionless i in the water until its dinner oe con 

- fish, frog, or snake comes by. Some - 

~ spread their } wings to lure j prey into the 

~ shade before erabbing them with their 

e spear te? bills. 

an A . >; Mh ee ts 

Why do ioe waddle? | 
|". The position ofa duck's legs varies ac- oS 

os ‘cording to species. Divers’ legs are » 

‘placed well to the rear which impedes 

_. walking on land. Some ducks areso =~ 

2 handicapped prelie ey seldom : as ee 

ze leave water. toe 

Cee oe as geese cand: swans, Save: : 

~ legs centered under their body, making it. 

: ea SE, | | easier 1 to travel byl land. : 
Divers, liker mergafisers, are e built for their : ee 
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: Foloak Wetlands 
Wetlands are areas where water is amaj or 

habitat component--a combination of 

_ shallow water and soggy soil. Wetlands — 
are transitional zones between terrestrial 

~ and aquatic environments. Theyhave — 

_ characteristics of both and the richest 
= biologics! diveosity: of apy eepsysten, 

- “Functions of a Wetland 

Hae Groundwater recharge. ; 
Nutrient retention and removal — | 

- Flood storage’ 

Erosion control - 

ce gre ane 
Water quality 

ae Wildlife habitat x 
_| . Food.chain support | 

=6 Recreation ses 

-Dyar Pasture's diverse habitat is home to — 
_ many different animals and plants. How 

: many can yoy identify? % 
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Mpetoes a. 

Weta 
Wood Duck 

: Mallard 

Green . oe 
Ring Necked Duck © 

Canada Goose ae 

Black Duck . 

Pintail = _- s 
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Great Blue Heron = 
- Green Backed Heron = 

Great Egret 

Yellow Crowned ett Heron | 

White Ibis ae 

Little Blue Heron — = | 
LouisianaHeron- = 

= ce a 
, 

Tis whee 

: Red- -headed Woodpecker : es 

Pileated Woodpecker 
-Red-shoulded Hawk — 
Marsh Hawk 
Bald Eagle 

Osprey\e 825s 
-CarolinaWren 
‘Kingfisher 

= Kalldeer->- | 

Ret Nine Blackbird 

oP sri 

is acta pated 

= = 
~ Turtles _ 

_ Beaver — 
. Coyote... 

Rabbit - 

2 Muskrat - 

Raccoon _ = 

Opossum oa 

Gray Squirrel — 

Fox. Squirrel — : oS 

White- tailed Deer ee : 

ons 
-Sweetgum 
~ Wild Grape 
- Poison Ivy a 
= Smilax: 

-Cut-Grass : oe 
‘Virginia Creeper ee 
Sedpes 
Rushes =. 
Red Maple. 
Winged Elm - eo 

Cattails — 

- Smart Weed 

“Sumac. =.= | 

Button Bush - See 

‘Common I Persimmon e8 a 

“Wild Rice 

Loblolly Pine oe 
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_~Dyar Pasture 

_ Waterfowl Area 

eaincroredve 
Pad 

; 1/4 Mile — Wildlife - 
_ Approximate Scale viewing. 

. trail 

ei Lake Oconee _ 

Ro Road 1276 
Forest Service 



= think of ducks, ‘muskrats, and beaver. . 

eS Wetlands are among the most pduve --.-From Greensboro, take Highway 27 $ 
~_ ecosystems i in the world. Wetlands nee of ~ west for eight miles. Turn right onto — 

| capture and store large amounts of the - es Greshamville Road and ; go one mile ‘ou 
sun's energy which i is used to maintain ” ss & a Greshamville. Turn right onto Copeland | a 
. animal and pe life. ae a ee ce p Road and go two miles. Cross Greenbriar . 
< a 2 oe Creek concrete bridge and go 1/8 mile 
: Hood control .. and turn right on a dirt road through a 

| ~pastureto th 4 
Wetlands serve as ‘temporary tee ie Pe sture 0 e Dyar paren a 

oO Conservation Area. eg ae ee ae ak 
: during floods, reducing ie potential te for es 

 destructionand: erosion. —. i 

: sie habitat. 
~ When yj you think of wetlands, you usually 

| he inane cy vetlnds | | 
Dimetio to D 

| Fon m more oma: oe 

; / : eo een District 
349 Forsyth Stréet — 

Monticello, GA 31 064 These: animals, along with many other ee. 
ees (108)4082 2 _ kinds of wildlife, are absolutely -. 

dependent on this habitat. Many fish me ees Cee | 
species require. shallow water for i Forest Sup ervisor'sOfice oe 
» breeding andfeeding, i . : | eee 2, pU8s Oak Street ae 

ee, a ~. Gainesville; GA 30501 Oe 

2 Recreation and Pilasotion a 00) 95 POPE 
& Wetlands; are living museums filled with ome ie ee 

= aquatic plants and wildlife you can ae i be Teron of any race, coloe i riational origin, “seX, age, religion or ‘ 

ee (6 3 with any disability are welcome touse and enjoy all. facilities, : 

: observe, study, and en) oy: A short trail ae "programs andservices of USDA. Discrimination in any formis  . 
. leads: from the parking. area to the ee - 3 i = strictly against agency policy and should bereported to the ° ate : 

= oe C0250, 
tee waterfowl observation deck. | er Washington, Di 

= ey Forestry Report R8- FR 39 gy - September 1993 a . 


