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A LETTER,

&ec.

My DEear Sim,

I shall offer no apology for addressing
this letter to you, because your well-known zeal
for antiquarian pursuits, and the encouragement
which you have uniformly afforded to every under-
taking which promised to confer a benefit on.
the County of Lincoln, are sufficient to assure
me that you will judge favourably of an attempt
to illustrate the existing monuments of a small
portion of the same county, which may justly be
attributed to the ancient Celtic inhabitants thereof.

It may be urged that by confining my enquiry
to such a doubtful portion of County history as
the British antiquities of a very small district,
little benefit will accrue to topographical literature :
because the evidences of British occupancy are
scanty and uncertain, and therefore, the results to
be deduced from them will not only be unimpor-

tant but inconclusive.
A2
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.. Sueh, however, is not the fact, How trifling
soever the contribution may be, it ought net to be
Jespised: on account of its narrow limits; for.it
will form a part of am important whole; and if
oxiginal, will be valuable, not so. much in proportion
with its extent, as of the use which 3 is made of the
materials that are placed at the historian’s dis-
posal. It will be remembered that brevity is the
soul of wit; although I am free to acknowledge
that the shortest dissertations are sometimes ex\-
tremely dull.
Sunt delicta tamen, quibus ignovisse velimus:
Nam neque chorda sonum reddit quem vult manus et mens,
Poscentique gravem persepe remittit acutum ;
.Nec semper feriet quodcunqgue minabitur arcus.—Hog. .
~ Again, the study of Celtic antiquities has beem
teduced by modern discovery to much greater
certainty than it had attained a century ago, when
Borlase favoured the world with an account of
his estonishing discoveries in Cornwall, and illus-
trated them with so much ingenuity and learning,
It is true, thet on such an obscure subject some~
thing must ever be left to conjecture—partiny
auguriis, partim conjectura, as Cicero said of the
Druidical diviners '—but if the enquiry be con~
ducted ‘on a stable foundation, and the analogies
be reasonable and sound, it may be fairly pro-
nounced' that the conclusions will at least be
probable, if not demonstrably correct.

! De divin. 1. i. c. 41.



- In the following pagés I shall endeavbur to
avoid ‘all ‘overstrained theoriés 'and - extravagamt
¢onjectures. * The few observations which' ¥ map
thitik necéssary to make will be grounded vr'fadti
arising out of pérsonal research; and by referring
only'to whiat I have myself exmnined I may claim
the merit of having brought to light a series of
mbntiménts which lad been-previously overlooked)
and some of which have already fallen befom thu
march of ag'ricnﬁtural improvement. '

No circumstance in the history of mankind is
more striking than the gradual progress of manners
from savage to civilized life. When hunting and
fishing are the methods which men employ for
their subsistence, society consists of but few classés
of individuals ; and these ‘are soon instructed by
trebessity to unite for mutual protection ahd mutual
benefit. Little experience is necessary to suggest
the places which are most favourable for habitatiort}
and these, rendered commodious by the erection of
huts, acquire an additional value, if' the people are
not entirely savages, by being associated with 1dea£
of domestic enjoyment.

‘The patriarch, or head of a family having ﬁxed
on a locality for settled habitation; the wholé
unoccupied tract in its vicinity was considered as
thegeneral property of his tribe; and the cave of
providing for their wants engrossed his chief

“attention. A certain portion of land was marked

out for tillage, and a division of the people was

appointed to that service, whilst the rest were in
A3
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awms to. protect their propetty from aggressitn ; and
ay.thqy -elternately relieved each other, the .tribe
heeame.. ¢qually expert in war and agriculture:?
The, great difficulty. which the leader of such &
rude population would have to. contend against,
would be that of apportioning the produee of the
soil in a satisfactory manner. The disputes arising
from. . vanity, ambition, or other predominant
passions .of. the mind ? enhanced by an increasing
population, would at length make it impraticabls,
Under these circumstances, some safe and simple
method would be necessary to obviate the incom»
venience. And the plan usually adopted in #he
infancy of society was migration,* which. will

. -3 Some say the aborigines of Britain had no houses or
cities, not because they were unacquainted with their
use, but because they lived in such an unsettled state
that property was insecure ; and also that they might be
at liberty to range abroad at their pleasure, and support
themselves by incursions upon other tribes.

3 Ancient writers say that the Britons were extremely
quarrelsome and pugnacious; that they took great de-
Jight in fighting ; occasions for which were never wanting,
because the island was peopled with several different
races of men.

4 « The progress of men in discovering and peopling
the various parts of the earth, has been extremely slow.
‘Several ages elapsed before they removed far from those
‘mild and fertile regions in which they were originally
placed by their Creator. The occasion of their first
general dispersion is known; but we are unacquainted
with the course of their migrations, or the time when
they took possession of the different cowntries which
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¥ationally account for ‘the numerous colomies ser
out by ancient ‘nations, and the progressive ‘pdpu
lation of the whele habitable globe. And whethet!
the wealter chieftain should quit his native land’ by
choice, or be expelled by power; in either casé;
hewould collect his followers, andset oiit i sefirelt
of new adventures and a new settlement. * - -
- The continent of Europe was peopled by:the
grandchildren of Japhet,® and by the' operation
of ‘the above causes, the inereasing population;
being pressed - to the seacoast, our island was- dist
eovered in the distance.® A wandering tribe
called the Hord Gaeli paid it a casual visit, and
flamed it the Watergirt Green Plot, according to
the testimony of the Welsh Bards 7—but having

they now inhabit. Neither history nor tradition furnish
such information concerning those "remote events as
enables us to trace, with any certainty, the operatidns of
the human race in the infancy of society.” (Robettson*s
America. Book i.)

5 Bochart thinks that two of the sons of Japhet, viz.,
Javan and Tiras settled in Europe, The latter took
possession of the North of Europe, with Mysia and
Thrace ; and the former settled in the West, and peopled
Gaul, Spain, and Italy. (Geog. Sacr. 1. iii. . 1.)

6 Some have been of opinion that it was not an island
in these early times, but that it was joined to the Con-
tinent of Europe by a narrow isthmus between Dover
and Bologne. Britannia quondam Gallorum pars una fuit.

7 The Welch triads will be my chief guides on this
subject, These compositions, like the proverbs of every
country in the world, were a series of truisms wrapped
-up-in pithy seatences adapted to oral transmission before
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bieen témpted to take possession of it) they found
#t"do ¥i¢h dnd so beautifiil, that they changed'its
tidme to the Horiey island. This took plaee ibowd
A.M. 1910, the exact period when Ninus foundéd
the kingdom of Assyria, or a little before Abraham
fitst went into the land of Canaan.s - “"- - '/

' This tribe was subsequently dispossessed by'H
stronger party under the command of Prydais,
thé son ‘of Aedd the Great;? who, collécting

the inhabitants were acquainted with the art of writing;
and it appears highly probable, that many of the abstriisd
secrets of religion; the sacred lore of druidism ; ‘the
institutional maxims of the bards, were commuhicatt;g
in this form, as well calculated for being treastired up
the store-house of the memory ; for we have it on recor
that these secrets were contained in 20,000 verses; whid
reqliired 20 years’ study to understand perfectly, (P
Mela, 1. 3. c. 2. Ces. 1. b.c. 2.) The public triads how=
ever, which were scattered amongst the people did not
exceed 300, according to tradition, (W. Arch. vol. 2.
f. 75.) of which little more than a third part have
escended tq our times. (Dav. Dru. p. 30.)

" 8+«In Cesar’s days the Gauls had quite lost sight of
their original ; all of them giving out that they sprang
from Dis; i. e. from the earth, according to their mean.
ing, but Cewmsar seems to mean Pluto, or the god of
darkness. The inland inhabitants also of Britain called
themselves e terrl nati, although the maritime parts,
with greater judgment, acknowledged themselves sprang
from ‘the Gauls. Now both those who asserted that
they were descended from Dis, and those who calléd
themselves e terrh nati, meant the same thing, acknow=
ledging equally that they could not tell how, or when
they came thither.” (Borl. Corn. p. 18.) R
" 9 Prydain formed a body politic and sovereignty ih the
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together some seattered tribes of the Cymri that
were friendly to his interests, made an inroad upon
the island, subdued the inhabitants, and established
an undisputed sovereignty.'® Its name was once
more changed to Prydain or Britain.

Monuments of these primitive inhabitants of
the -soil still remain, in the shape of tumulj or
artificial mounds of earth, which were constructed
on similar principles in every part of the world,

island of Britain; and previously there was of justice
only what might be done through kindness of disposition ;
por any law, but the strongest might oppress. (Welsh
Triad. See Owen’s Dict. v. Teyrnez.)

10 The three adjoining islands to Britain were called
Orc, Mon, and Gwyth ; and afterwards the Isle of Orc
was broken so that many islands formed there. (ibid. v.
ymys.)

11 They abounded all over the eastern world, (1. vj.)
and are frequently mentioned in holy writ, (Genesis 35 c,
19, 20 v. Josh. 8 c. 29 v.—7c. 24,25,26 v. 2 Sam.
18 c. 17 v., &c.,) as well as by Homer, (Il. L. ij. v, 604,
Od. L xiv. v. 363.) Herodotus, (1. i.) Diodorus, (1.
ij.iv.) Pausanias, (In Phoc. cap. 5.) and Xenophon,
(Cyrop. 1. viii. c. 12.) Quintus Curtius, (1. x. c. 4.)
Virgil, (En. L. v. 760, 1. xi. v. 207.) and others amongst
the Latins. King (vol. i. p. 279.) informs us from
Strahlenberg (Descr. of Europe and Asia, pp. 325, 330,
364.) and Bell, (Journey to Pekin, vol. i. p. 209.) that
in Tartary are vast numbers of tumuli erected contigu-
ously on a spacious plain, which are denominated ¢ The
Sepulchres of the Kings,” and were esteemed ancient in
time of Darius, and guarded with the utmost jealousy
by the inhabitants; so that when Darius demanded of
the retreating Scythians why they fled before him, they
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in pursuance of an idea transmitted from the
plains of Shinar, and adopted by all the migrating
tribes, as parts of a system used before the dis-
persion of mankind.® Many of the eminences
which exist at this day, though perhaps originally
fanereal tumuli,’® were subsequently used by the

answered that it was because, having neither towns nor
cultivated lands they possessed nothing which they were
afraid of losing; but that they had the Sepulchres of
their fathers, which, if he should discover and attempt
to violate, he would then know whether they could fig
or not.

12 The opinion that these mounds are British has not
been lightly assumed, for King asserts ¢ that the Romans
never raised barrows over the sepulchres or ashes of
their great men, either in Italy or in any other part of the
world : and therefore there can be no proper authority
for supposing them to have done so in this country. 1In
truth they do not seem to have raised any barrows at all,
except in a very few instances after great battles, &c.
But these sort of battle barrows may easily be dis-
tinguished from all others by the immense number of
bones they contain ; and thus they may be either Danish
or Saxon as well as Roman.” (Mun. Ant. vol. i. p, 26.)
Again, * the raising of barrows over great men, according
to the ancient primeval usuage in the East, appears to
have been entirely disused by the Romans.” (Ib. p. 268.)
And after some further argument Mr. King adds, “ we
may therefore deem ourselves well warranted in the con-
clusion, that there were no barrows raised, as particular
monuments of their illustrious commanders, by the
Romans any where ; and therefore unquestionably not
in this country.” (Ib. p. 269.)

13 These are so numerous and of such diversified
character, that they have been classed by antiquaries
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Britons for civil and religious purposes.' Various
kinds of mounds were appropristed to, sundxy
ceremonies attached to Druidical devotion. Tha
conical hill was throwm up, where it did nat
naturally exist, for worship or judicature ; and the
hill altar and tumulus are alike vestiges.of the
proud supremacy of a Druidical priesthood. These
were the sacred places where prayers and vows
“were offered up to false gods; and they were
gccordingly constructed with immense labour ;
particularly when they were funereal, Specimens
of .each of these may be found in the country
south of Lincoln.

'Nor does it form a valid objection to this theory

according their form, Sir R, C. Hoare names twelve
different kinds of barrows, 1. The Long barrow, supr
posed to be of the highest antiquity. 2. The Bowl
barrow. 3. The Bell barrow. 4 and 5. Two different
kinds of Druid barrows. 6. Pond barrow. 7, Twin
barrow, the place of interment for two friends, connected
with each other by the ties of relationship or. amity.
8. The Cone barrow. 9. The Broad barrow. 10.and
11. Two other specimens of the Druid barrow. 12.
Another specimen of the Long barrow.

14 The affection of the people for these pla.ces waa
cemented by the privilege which they enjoyed of afford-
ing sanctuary to the unfortunate or criminal who
had violated the laws. The first of the seven famous
Statutes of Molmutius, preserved by Selden, provides,
!* that the temples of the gods shall enjoy such privileges
and immunities, that a malefactor ying to them for

ctuz:.a shall not be seized, or by force drawn from

ill he bad obtained a pardon.”
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that many of the tumuli are of vast magnitude
and dimensions ; for what is too great to be ac-
complished during the excitement arising out of
a veneration that descends into the heart from on
high—a veneration for the sacred deceased*—a
respect for the beloved memory of departed friends,
whose virtues and excellencies are touchingly
apparent at the moment of their transmission
into the world of spirits ; hallowing the memory
amidst the extremity of woe;!® which is only
capable of being subdued and calmed by heaping
on the deceased the posthumous honours of a
durable mausoleum.!?

15 Thus, Abraham purchased the Cave of Macpelah
for 400 shekels of silver, as a burying place for Sarah
his wife. (Gen. 23 ¢. 16 v.) And in the cave were
buried Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, with their wives.
(Gen. 49 c. 31 v.)

16 An affecting instance of the intensity of this feeling
is recorded in sacred scripture, as exemplified by Joseph
and his family at the death of the patriarch Jacob, when
they went up into the land of Canaan to deposit his
remains in the sepulchre of his fathers; ‘ and there
they mourned with a great and very sore lamentation ;
and he made a mourning for his father seven days.
And when the inhabitants of the land saw the mourning
in the floor of Atad, they said, this is a grievious mourn-
ing to the Egyptians; wherefore the name of it was
called Abel-mizraim.” (Gen. 50 c. 10, 11 v.)

17 The tumuli of the Britons are distinguished by their
contents. With a Druid, the sacred ornaments which
decorated his person were interred. A warrior is dis-
tinguished by celts, arrow heads of flint, &c. A hunts-
man by the horns of deer. Distinguished females had
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It is 'well known that our early ancestors pos-
sessed little knowledge of the refinements of
architectural science. Their temples were but
rude heaps of unhewn stone, without walls or
!:OOf that no obstruction might arrest the prayers
in their ascent to the throne of God. Their
dwellings were ‘miserable huts; and temple and
habitation are almost wholly swept away; while

r >

gheir beads and necklaces of amber and jet placed beside
ghem in the sacred cist. Thus are all the several tumuhi
known at the present day; and by these unequivocal
marks do the spade and pick-axe of our industrious anti-
quaries point out with unerring certainty, the precise
places which have been the residence while living, and
the resting place when no more, of our ancestors, princes,
lbmests dignified females, and valiant chieftains ; whose

odies were usually reduced to ashes, and deposited in
urns of unbaked clay. In the lliad we find some notices
to the same effect, which bespeak a uniformity of practice
in nations which had no communication with each other;
from whence it appears that not only the ashes of the
‘chiefs, but also of the common soldiers were placed in
urns. (IL 1. xxiii.) It was a very ancient custom to deposit
-arms in the grave of a soldier. (Ezek. c. 32 v.27.) The
same custom is mentioned by Virgil. (En. xi.) The
mounds were sometimes erected as memorials of the
noble deceased who were buried elsewhere. (En. iii.)
They were often thrown up from the nearest soil, but it
was accounted more honourable to procure the materials
at a distance. The Egyptians embalmed the bodies of
their dead, and preserved them about their houses in
wooden chests, that. they might be enabled, on great
(Gctasiohs, to use them as honourable decoratlons in
‘their principal apartments.

B
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the huge, sepulchral mourds of earth'® with. which
they honoured departed  merit, and dedicated to:n
tatelary deity, will never be entirely consignedteo
oblivion.. The all-devouring soythe of Time, . in
its mesistless progress, mows down indiscriminately
the proudett spetimens of human art, the most
massive produstions of human industry, bt passes
harmldssly over the humble turf of the earklmbuilt
bemetery, which nothing can remave but the res
bstless hand of man. The prodigious castellated
straetures at - Lincoln, Sleaford, Kyme, Temple
Bruer; and the Monasteries on the Witham; which
were only buildings of yesterday compared with
thiese' monuments, exhibit only a mass of rineus
foundations. Their strength and magnificened
were no barrier against the encroachments. of theix

mighty enemy; but stone after stone fell before his
slow yet certain attacks, until nothing was leﬂ'. to
tell the tale of their former splendour.

Our forefiithers the Britons were not smgular in
their estimation of the pious principle, that sypé-

18 Whenthe tumulus was raised to the proposed de-
gree of elevation, the surface was usually covered with &
stratem of chalk or flints about six inches thick, that it
might be distinguished from the surrounding herbage,
and noted at the most distant point of view as a place of
sacred sepulture.

19 Numbers however have been levelled in. this district,
at Bowston, Scopwick, Metheringham ,Dunston, Noctan,
end other places; but sufficient specimens remain tp
illustrate the theory which explums t;he causea aﬁ t.he;r
original erection. . .
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tior Wonours were due to the ilhustrious dead; they
did not stand alone amongst the nations.of -the
edrth, in assigning to departed kings and hetoes;
what,‘in their wnsephisticated opiniow, was.equally
&'splendid and undecaying tomb, and .a. conse.
éruted tomple for the rites of Belin or Hee.2t.: 'Wie
toust Jook at the pompons mausoleums of (areecs
ahd:'Rome ; at the still more magnificent: charnels
houses of Egypt and India, which were evected
Buring the prevalence of the salar-idolatry; and
toptemplate the vast sacrifices of time ard monay
vhich those refined people incurred in the presert
vation of that mouldering crust which had been
the habitation of an immortal soul, to estisnate the
fortensity of a feeling which could incite our halft
¢ivilized ancestors to dedicate to their departed
friends a series of gigantic tumuli,” which. an acou.

20 From whom so many towns in Lincolnshire - detive
their ‘names, for Belenus was no other than thg Sun,
according to Elias Schedius; who imagines, in his book
De Diis Germanorum, that he found in the name Belenus
the 365 days of the year, in like manner as the Basi-
Yideans formerly found them in those of Abraxes and
Mithras. For this purpose Schedius writes ByAcoe Wwith
&m 5 that he may perfect that number. e

B H A EN O 2
9, 8, 80, 5, 50,70,200 =365
(Montf. Ant. vol. it. p. 267. -

#‘Many of these tumuli in various parts of England
have Been erroneously pronounced Baxon or Danish.
‘The barrows on Blackheath were once considered to have
been thrown up by the Danes, but subsequent investigh-
tions have proved them British. (Hasted. Kent, vol. i.

B2
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mulation of century upon century has been unable
to obliterate -or destray.®* And while the solid
structures of brass and marble are eaten by the
eorroding rust of revolving ages, the simple
mound of. earth remains uninjured; its materials
will not consume ; its existence is eternal, unless

%‘14. 27, compared with Dougl. Nenia Britan. p. 56.)
e same may be said of the barrows in the isle of
8heppy. (Hasted. Kent, vol.ii. p. 646.) Dr. Borlase
(Ant. Cornw, p. 41.) gives an opinion on Saxon and
Danish barrows in Cornwall which King (Mun. Ant.
vol. i. p. 319.) disputes. The same author says in an-
other place, *“as to the Saxons and Danes, there is not
any one instance, except merely in the case of Hengist
in Yorkshire and Hubba in Devonshire, that has come to
my knowledge, of a satisfactory, traditional record, con-
cerning any barrow belonging to the grave of any one of
their kings.” (Ibid. vol. i. p. 269.) It is true there are
many tumuli in Denmark and the northern countries of

Europe, but their existence is no proof that ours are the.

wark of that people; for their construction occupied
considerable time and labour. Wormins says, that a
monument of this kind in Nanmahall employed the whole
resources of two princes two years in forming a sepul-
chral tomulus, The Danes in’ this country never had
time for such works before their conversion to christi-
anity; and afterwards they were buried in -the usual
places of Christian interment.

22 The three great labours of the ancient Britons are
represented in a famous Triad, to be, 1. Raising the
stone of Cetti, or constructing the mystical Cromlech.
2. Erecting the Emrys, or building the circular temple
with consecrated stones. 3. Heaping the mount of
Gyvranzon, or raising the mound or tumulus in honour
of the dead. '
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removed by the busy operation of human toil, in-
stigated by-human cupidity er antiquarian reseatoh:
It yields to: no power hut that strongest:.bf:- all
passions, the love of meney; and it is ouly:to those
mhprovements of the soil, which are. the .xesult:of
nlodern. theory, and premise a.fruitful and spesdy
retimm of interest, that these imperishable monu~
ments of funereal respect erected by our patriotic
forefathers, will eventually bend.,

;. Many of these hills were used for beacons, and.
the: mgm.phw system was -carried to comsiderable
perfeetion in this district. Intelligence was con-
veyed by means of a fire by night and a smoke by
day; and on urgent occasions by the simple expe-
dient.of shouting to each other from the symmit, of
these  beacon hills, which were frequently dedi~
cated to Teut, whom the Romans called Mercury.
And many of them are called Teut hills to this
day® Cesar noticed this practice and has re-
corded it in his fifth book of the Gaulish wars:
He tells us that the system was carried to such
perfection, that on urgent occasions, the people
might be raised in twelve hours throygh a tract of
country 160 miles in extent. And his assertion. is
" amply borne out by the appearances in the country

.33 There is a remarkable hill with this name at Little
Coates, near Grimsby. It consists of a magnificent
mound thrown up on the summit of a lofty eminence,
which comumands a very extensive view of the swround~
ing country, These Teut hills were called, &c. See
Mon Ant. Gr. p. 68. ;

' BS
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southiof Lineblns for 'a line of bedcons. extented
aleng' the-heath; bnother oecupied the anciemt
road- from Lincoln to Steaford by the towns; and
a third pervaded the high land that skirts the fens
by Walcot, Timberland, &o., which at that period
was flanked with by a deep and impervim wobd,
where their sacred and mysterious orgies fwei'e
periodically celebrated.

In addition to these beacons, debached-mmh
are distributed through the whole of the distritt.
At Kyme, on the east side of Cardyke, is a tumu+
lus of large dimensions, from which were taken in
1820 some British spear heads ;** and the prospect
from its summit is very extemsive. At Anwick
were several ; as also at Aswardby and Asgarby ;*

2 | have been told by an aged and intelligent war.
rener, whose early life was spent on the heath, that this
range of beacon hills is so conveniently disposed, that he
and his associates frequently used them for the purpose
of amusement; and by placing a man upon each hill,
they could not only see each other distinctly, but weré
able to communicate by telegraphic signs previously
agreed on; although they were entirely ignorant of the
primitive use or design of these extraordinary elevations.
_ 2 They are now in the possession of Dr. Yerburgh, of
Sleaford.

26 From As or As, the British Hesus. One author
says, from Jehovah came s or Esus, a God of the Celts,
and As, a God of the Goths. Another says, Esus or
Hesus was a corruption of the Celtic Dhia, a name’ for
the Supreme Being, and the same with the Hebrew Jasn
and ‘from the same word the Latin Deus was derived.
And a third asserts that the name Hesus comes from the
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at Barton, Catley, Kirkby Guéen, HaydorioHeok»
ington.”” Scredington,* $ilk Willdughby,® Quats
rington,®® Waleot, Linwoed; and. .they. egist -in

some other places; where the appearances bra(ze
temarkable as to merit a patticulas exdwmivakioh. ;d
. «On the high ridge of the heath, as I haye alheady
observed,is a series of 'lofty conical mounds, though
much reduced in altitude by the plough,. st ithg
distance of about half @ mile from. each:, ather
which retain the name of beacon hills;' all:boms
pmeni of -a fictitious soil; and extending, nlmagthe

1 PN |

Sytian Hizzas or Haziz, signifying strong and povérfal
in wary from which word the Phenicians had their namg
of Mars, as out of lamblicus, Julius the Apostate shows
in his oration of thesun. This was the Triad : Hesus—
Thamis—Belenus, unus tantummodo Deuns. (El. Sched
de Dis Germ. Syn. 2. 26.)

27 This hill was opened in the year 1815 and many

::?&m bones were found in it accompamgd by speax

5.

* % Probably from Caredig, the name ofa British. chlefh
tain. One of the hills in this parish is called CLff hill,
and another Gorse hill. There are also two others, w1th-
out any particular designation; and on an elevated spot
adjoining is a square encampment which contains, aboq;
three acres, and commands a most exteqswe trpct 0
country.

2 On the north side of Silkby lane in a field called
Butt Lees, are three artificial hills which have not been
opened.

% Qriginally Cornicton; which is derived either frop
Caim, a stony tumulus; or from the ings or meadows of
which it consisted, lymg at the foot (Carn) of the tqwn
Of Slenford. . . Looe e
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whole line of heath. One of these hills on Blank-
ney; heath. ja. 3 jeairn mrtumnlup of .stone ;. another
on, Seapwichk, heath iy called Butter hill,® and is
opmpased..of .8, light sand heaped .on a surfage of
Limastone.®? . From: this eminence the - prospect
wewld extend over -an- ancient camp in Blankney.

paish, called Castle Banks, to Lineoln, before the.

heatlywas planted. . It commands the whole line
of, heacons £rom that city ta Sleaford by Meth_ermg—,
ham and. Blankney ; and through an avenug in the
* hills-towerds the north-east, the wolds between
Spilsby.and  Louth are distinctly visible. From

anotlier mound on the same heath the view extends

to Wragby.ss There is a remarkable barrow on

LTI OO AT
7.

'3t Probably it was dedicated to Bud Nér, the British!
god of victory; and Budner hill, in the mouth of the
peasantry might easily be corrupted into Butter hill, It

was a tumulus raised over the bodies of the slain by the-

cqnquerors, after a hard fought battle; and attended
with funereal games.

.32 When this part of the heath was used as a rabbif’
warren, and the tenants are now living who used it as’
sych, this mound of sand was a place where the rabbits
cangregated in great quantities, and their burrows per-
forated every part of the hill, until at length, in digging
out the young animals for sale, the warreners discovered
a guantity of human bones, which had been deposited in
the centre of the barrow. -

3 The old warreners inform me that Panton house, the
seat of O, Turnor, Esq., was clearly discernible with the
neked eye.befare the view was obstructed by plan
Near these tumuli were two deep and wide trenches ru.n-
ning in p parallel direction due east and west for about a-

bt et

-1
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the heath within the precincts of Temple Bruer
which is composed of clay. This beautiful mound
has been much reduced in its dimensions by the
process of agriculture ; but at this time it measures
270 feet in circumference at the base. It‘is doubt-
less funereal, although it bears the name of Mill
hill, as having subsequently been the site of the
Temple mill; for by excavations made in the sum-
mer of 1832, I found manifest tokens of an exten-
sive interment, in calcined wood, straw, and bones
of both men and horses, forming a nucleus in the
centre of the clay, which was brought from Wel-
lingore, a distance of two miles.*

Another of these hills is situated at Rowston or
Rewystown, the town of Ceridwen, in a field ad-

quarter of a mile, but without any cross trenches to en-
close the intermediate ground. Their use unknown.

34 This heath has been the scene of many a skirmish
between two hostile armies, in times beyond the reach of
history or tradition; for the petty tribes of ancient Britain
were always in open and dangerous feud ; and the tumu-
lus before us, contains within its bowels the relics of those
unfortunate combatants who perished in one of these san-
guinary conflicts. Jealousy and its attendants, hatred
and mutual animosity, were the besetting sins of the
aborigines of Britain, and their successors, till the intro-
duction of laws and civilization, humanized by a mild
and genial religion, by our Saxon forefathers, infused a
better spirit into both lord and vassal, and taught them
to cherish the arts of peace, and the institutions of civil
and social life. .

35 In Domesday it retains nearly the original Celtic
orthography, being spelt, Reus-tune.
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Joining the east side of the road to.Sleaford; hut
it ia almost levelled by the plough.®®* On the west
side of the .road is a tumulus which recently was
covered with furze. In a valley still further to, thg
east is another, qxnte perfect, and of . very largg
dimensions. It is a long barrow, being 189 feet
in circumference and 8 feet high; length fram
north to south 72 feet, and breadth from east to
west 60 feet. The design of this tumulus is rather
equivocal, as from its low situation it could ngf
possibly be used for a beacon; and I can only sup+
pose it to have been the Bedaren of a religious
ceremony used by the druids ; and there appears
sufficient reason for this conjecture, for it is situ-
ated beside a large bason, now drained, which hqs
been an extensive sheet of water ;7 and at the foof
of the hill is an inclined plain whlch extends from
the borders of the lake to the summit of the mound,
Many of the hills of this district contain an abuns
dance of burnt bones and wood; but as far as J
have been able to ascertain, no warlike weapong,
except in the instances of Kyme and Heckington.
At Dorington, a village situated on the borders

% This mound was designated, as many others of the
same kind have been throughout the kingdom, by those
who are unacquainted with their original destination, and
unable to account for their existence on any other prin-
¢iple—the Mill hill.

% This water was occupied in the middle ages, accprd-
ing to tradition, as a vivarium by the Knights of Temple
Brauer.
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of that vast forest which extended to the western
bank of the Witham, abounding in caks, which
hente acquited the name of Daron,® the god of

thunder; whose symbol was a venerable oak tree -
with ' extended branches,® is a primary mound
which ‘beéars' the name of Chapel hill; although
frotn it conical shape and dimensions, the diame-
ter of its eircular base being only forty feet, and its
Oﬁf'lnal height twelve feet at the least, it is impos-
dible to believe that a chapel was ever constructed
on its summit; and there are weighty reasons for
the conjecture that this was a residence of the
druidical priesthood ; and probably here was a
small temple, or circle of stones. Near this hill
grew the venerable oak tree of Daron, having three
principal arms or branches of enormous size,
which had doubtless existed long before thein-
trodbetion of Christianity into this island, and
after braving the storms of many centuries, ‘was
finally taken down in a state of extreme decay, at
the inclosure of the lordship in 1787. The space
Petween this tree and Chapel hill was devoted by

38 Adam of Bremen says he was the prince of the
pawer of the air, and sent thunder and lightning, wind
and storms amongst the people of the earth at his plea-
sure. The same deity was called Taramis by the Gauls,
and Thor by the Saxons, ‘

" 39 He had the same character, and was worshipped in
the same manner as Jupiter Bpovratwos or Tonans amongst
the Greeks and Romans,

0 See Taliesin, Cerdd Daronwy.
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the Britons to the celebration of their periodical
games;* and it retains the name of the Play Garth
at this day.

Near to this mound, and adjoining the ancient
road from Lincoln to Sleaford, are three ather
tumuli of smaller size thrown up in a triangle,
They were also conical, and in the memory of
man were about six feet high, though they are
now much reduced in altitude. Their primitive
atemtion is uncertain ; and as I have not had an
opportunity of examining their contents, I shall

4! These games were celebrated quarterly, and deter-
.mined by the course of the sun, and his arrival at the
equinoctial and solstitial points; which, at the remote
period now under our consideration, corresponded with
the 18th February, 1st May, 19th August, and Ist No-
wvember. But the time of annual celebration was May
eve, and the ceremonial preparations commenced at mid-
‘night on the 29th of April, and when the initiations were
over on May-eve, fires were kindled on all the cairns and
beacon hills throughout the island, which burned all
‘night to introduce the sports of May-day, Round these
fires choral dances were performed in honour of the solar
patriarch Hee or Noah, who was at this season delivered
from his confinement in the ark. The festival was phal-
lic, in honour of the Sun, the great source of generation,
.and consisted in the elevation of phalli, or long poles
decorated with crowns of gold and garlands of flowers,
under which the youth of both sexes performed certain
mysterious revolutions ; for it was customary to adore the
Sun by circular dances. This was the origin of the fes-
_tivities which were practised in many parts of England,
" down to a very recent period, at the same season of the
year.




25

#ot! vemture ¢4 pronottice” an opiniorry’ But' they
wie ‘certainly connected with ‘the miin tumutus,
and formed adjuncts to the system of worship
Whieh was practived there, in referenée probably
o 'the divirie triad symbolized by the' three grising,
or chief branches of the gigantic-oak tree;, which I
Wave alreddy’ inentioned, and was reputed to'He
the secret dweBing of the deity, Robora mumn!s
ins’tar S s

- But the most exiraordinary vestige of Bntish
Occup!mcy of this ‘class which I have to introduce
to your-notice; is a conical hill of great diameter,
and'more than 20 feet high, which is rememibered
by the old people to have existed at Scopwick,s
.at ‘the interséction of two ancient roads. This
tnanulus has however already been described in

tHe History of the Religious Houses on the River.

Witham, p. 162, and more fully in the Scopwick-
Jana, and therefore it will be unnecessary to enlarge
mpon it here.

- A British barrow existed very recently at Me-
‘thermgham, adjoining the old road. It was a
beautiful specimen of the long barrow, and lay
due east and west; measuring 150 feet long, 60 feet
-braad at the base, and 8 feet high. About half a

" *2 Wick, says Sir Walter Scott, meant an open bay or
sheet of water. ~The valley of Scopwick was, in early
times, entirely covered, and formed a broad river. The
head of the stream is just above the village, whence the
name—Scaup-wick,

c
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milé further north on the same road, was amother
mound, which tradition denominated Beacon hil,
although it has been levelled more than seventy
years ; but in a more recent excavation for stone;
the workmen found on this spot somie huntew
bones, and 4 solitary spear liead or Celt. These
beacons were placed on the brow of. the' highest
range of hills along the whole line of road: ‘
So numerous were the British tumuli in the
small district before us. They form a striking
evidence of the occupancy of that singular people ;
and their identity is confirmed by the existenee: of
a monument which cannot possibly be attributed
to any other race of men. I allude to the stoné
idol at Anwick, alluded to in the History of. Relic
gious houses, p. 172. It is evidently of a very
high antiquity, and perhaps coeval with Stone-
henge, which is perhaps the most ancient memi
ment at present existing in the world, and ‘was
probably erected by the Hord Gaeli, the first set-
tlers in the island of whom we have any acconnt.
It occupies an imposing situation on the sloping
side of a hill, which commands an extensive pros-
pect; and a considerable number of people might
conveniently assemble on the plain to witness the
sacrifices that were periodically offered to the deity
of which it was the visible representative. It retains
its primitive appellation of the ¢ Drake Stone,”
and stands about half a mile from Anwick Church.
In magnitude it measures about 64 feet long by
4} broad and 7 feet high, and may perhaps weigh
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20 tons. The upper part is flat, and the lower
extremity has been so contrived as to present an
artificial aperture through which the human body
might pass in a prostrate position ; and it is of an
oval or egg-like form, because the Egg was an
emblem of divine power; and the name a carrup+
tion of Dmig, the Celtic appellation of one of the
chief deities of ancient Britain, who was no ather
than the patriarch Noah, who was almost univer-
sally worahipped as the regenerator of the world.
T have been induced to be thus particular, be-
cause, although you are doubtless well acquainted
with the existence of this antique stone, it has been
Little noticed by tourists and historians, notwith-
standing it is one of the most remarkable monu-
ments in the county of Lincoln, and can only be
equalled by the famous Hemlock or Cromlech
stone at Bramcote, in Nottinghamshire, which is
of a similar antiquity and form. It was devoted
to celebrations of great importance and selemnity,
thet were practised by the druidical* priesthood

4 Thus Mr. Owen, in his Dictionary, explains it,
Daaig, a generative principle, a procreator, a fiery ser-
pent, a dragon, the SupreMe. In the mythology of the
primitive world, the serpent is universally the symbol of
the sun, under various appellations, but of the same
import as the Draig or Bel amongst the Cymri.

44 The primitive word drud or druidis thought to have
several significations. First it signifies a revenger;
2ndly, cruelty ; Srdly, valour; 4thly, estimable, Some
derive ' it from the Celtic Trewe, which means faith;
others from Druit, a friend ; and some from the Hebrew

c?2
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4 tithes 'fay remote and beyond the reach of acere-
dited history. - :
./ 1Phe> wase’ of t}us +deseription of stones is'thus
déscribed 'by - Borlase : -« These Teolmens rest -on
eupportérs, and do not touch the earth, agreeably
¢o!»an ‘established prindiple of the druids,: wHe
thought everything that was sacred would be pro-
fined- by - touching the ground; and - theréforé
wtdéred it 9o as that these deities should rest: upon
the pure rock, and not be defiled by touching thé
common earth. Another thing is worthy of -our
noticein this kind of monuments, which is, -that
underneath these vast stones there is a hole or
passage between the rocks. What use the ancients
made of these passages, we can only guess at} but
we have reason to think that when stones were
ritually. consecrated, they attributed great and
miraculous virtues to every part of them, and
imagined that whatever touched, lay down upon,
was surrounded by, or passed through these stones,
acquired thereby a kind of holiness, and became

amone ageeptable to the gods.”’¢
NERTTE .

Perussim, Drussim, a people of contemplation. Keysler
telte us that the word Draoi signifies a magician or en-
chanter, ffom whence it is probable the word Druid may
kave'been derived.

45 Borl. Ant. Corn. p. 167. A little further on, the
same writer is more explicit: he says * it is not impro-
bable but the holed stone served for libations ; to initiate
and dedicate children to the offices of Rock-worship, by
drawing them through this hole; and also fo purify the
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. New, my dear Sir, there are so many traditions
extant which are connected with the extraordinaty
monwment. before us, that it will be..necessary,
even at the risk of tiring your patience, to considér
them seriatim. In the first place, it is believed, by
the neighbouring peasantry that the. devil had..a
cave under the basement of the store eontgining
hidden treasure; which had. frequently been sought
for without success, because no one could find the
bottom. of the stone ; and hence it was supposad
that .the evil spirit himself protected his property
from violation.*® Still adventurers continued to

victim defore it was sacrificed ; and considering the many
lucrative juggles of the druids, it is not wholly impro-
bable that some miraculous restoration to health might
be promised to the people for themselves and children,
Ytpon proper pecuniary gratifications, provided that at a
bertain season of ths moon, and whilst a priest officiated
at one of the stones, with prayers adapted to the oceg-
sion, they would draw their children through the hole.”

46 « A]] these things are mine,” said this impure spirit
to Jesus, *“ and to whomsoever I will, I give them:”
(Luke iv. 6.) A similar legend is related respecting:a
search for treasure in the county of Durham. A saint
called Godric had been informed by a fiend where he
might find a hoard of gold hidden in the earth. Having
provided himself with a pick-axe and shovel, the saint
went to work in good earnest on the spot which had been
pointed out. When he had dug to a considerable depth,
he was surprised to see, instead of treasure, several
dwarfish fiends issue from the hole; and with screams of
langhter they pelted him with fire-balls. The eaint de-
camped with all expedition, and never more attempted
to search for unconsecrated gold, Many such legends

c3
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dig; until the excavated hollow round the ‘base of
the menument became' of large dimensions, atid
was .commonly filled with water, as if the idol
stood in. the centre of a lake. Then am attenypt:
wes made to draw it out of its place ‘by a yoke of
oxen, who strained so hard at the task that the
elains snapped asunder, but the stone remained:
unmoved. But this process appears to have pro-~
duced - some effect ; for the guardian' spirit, it is
said, alarmed at the probable success of the expe~
dient, took flight in the shape of a Drake, at the
moment when the chains broke. Subsequently
the stone sank into the soft mud and mire at the
bottom of the water, and for a long period ‘of time
the plough passed over it. 1 succeeded, without
the slightest difficulty in procuring its excavation
in the year 1832.

In all material points I should be mclmed to'
pronounce these traditions purely mythological ;
for the Drake stone was but slightly fixed in the
emrth, and at the time when these attempts are
said. to. have been made, the bottom could not have
exceeded a foot and a half from the surface of the'
ground. Besides which, no one pretends that any
of these trials occurred within his own memory;
the man I have consulted merely testifies that < he
had it from his fore-elders.” That such a 'traditi0n~

may be found in Wright’s Essays on subjects connected'
with the literature, popular superstitions, &c. of England-
in the middle ages.
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should:exist in this enlightened. era, sb torre
allied in all its particulars to the okiginal lopend
druidical mythology, is a striking proof of the invisid
aible hold which ancient prejudices combined witl
legendary lore, have upon the minds of rmew. §¥
appears :to have been a custom of very ancient'obv
sexvance at Amwidk, before the inclosure of'thie
open fields, for the shepherds to iheet atthly
mysterious stone, where tales of oltden: time'word
canvassed over, each relating what he hed' hehrd
from his immediate predecessors. The boys toolk
up-the story, and when their heads bécanie greyy
they . transferred the wondrous narrative to the
next: generation upon the spot, standing' beside the
very doake stone which was the subjpot . of!theti
speoulations ; and thus the tradition has betn conw
veyed from fatl&er to son for nearly two thousand:
)

‘The subject of this legend refers doubtless': tei
the observance of a sacred commemoretion, whidh'
was periodically celebrated by the druidical priests-
as a memorial of the general deluge, and:mdy b
thus explained. In the time of the great god: Hee;
who is the same as Noah, mankind were involved
in a universal profligacy of manners. A communi-
cation was therefore made from heaven ' that thé'
corruptions of the world should be purified by fire
and water; and that from the bursting of lake
Llion, an overwhelming flood of the latter element:
should deluge the earth and destroy its impure
inhabitants. In consequence of this revelation, a
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vessel was constructed without sails, in-which were
preservéd & male and female of every species of
animals, and also a man and woman, named Dwy-
vaur and Dwyvach. When these were safely in-
¢losed within the womb of the vessel, a pestilential
wind arose, replete with poisonous ingredients,
which spread devastation and death throughout
the world. Then followed a fiery deluge, -which
melted the rocks and split the earth asunder.
After this the lake burst forth, which inundated
the globe, and destroyed the whole creation of men
and animals, except the favoured few who had
sought protection in the sacred vessel. When the
destruction was complete, the Avanc, a symbol of
the floating ark, was drawn out of the lake by a
yoke of oxen; Gwydion formed the Rainbow as an
attendant on the sun, and an assurance was given
to the favoured pair by whom thé world was to be
re-peopled, that the lake should burst no more.
To perpetuate the remembrance of this calamity,
a solemn rite was instituted by the druids, the
chief feature of which was, drawing the Avanc'® out

47 Strabo, 1. 4.; Pliny, 1. 8, ep. 20; Taliesin Cad
Goddeu; W. Arch. vol.i. p. 30; Casnodin, Ib. p. 431;
Triad ; Owen’s Dict, v. Llion, and Banawg ; Fab. Mys.
Cab. vol.i. p. 61; Dav. Celt. Res. p. 157; Bryant.
Anal. vol. ii. p.417; Borl. Corn. p.110; Dav. Dru.
p. 96 et pas; and vid. my Hist. Bev. p. 11.

48The eastern nations during the performance of their
religious exercises, used the ceremony of drawing the
shrine of their deity with oxen; which may be the reason
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of @ piece of consecrated waler by a yoke of qgep,
called the Yohen Banawg, which.were figuratively
said to belong to Hee the mighty.. ., . . ...
.. Now, . for the better understanding, of t.‘ms gubr
jeot, it:may be observed that the male and female
deities of British mythology, HeE and CERIDWEN
answered to the Grecian Jupiter and,Cergs, .apd
formed part of a divine triad, in copformity with
the general belief of all antiquity ;, and one.idg}
frequently represented both; for the beathen
nations entertained a belief that the deity was of
both sexes. ; oo

Jupiter omnipotens Regum Rex ipsa deumque

" Progenitur, genetrixque deum. Deus unus et idem.s0
1

. According to the legends of the Bards, one. of

why the Philistines sent back the ark of God with the
same animals. (1 Sam. vi.7.) -

49 Mr, Owen in the Cambrian Biography assigns to
Ceridwen the attributes of Venus—I think erroneously.

50 Val. Soran. apud Aug. de civ. dei. L.iv. On this
curious subject the learned Cudworth thus expresses
himself: * Proclus in the Timceus says, Jove is both a
man and an immortal maid. But this is nothing but a
poetic description of dpgevofqhos, male and female to-
gether ; they signifying thereby emphatically the divine
fecundity, or the generative and creative power of the
deity ; that God was able from himself alone to produce
all things. Thus Damascius the philosopher, writing of
the Orphic theology, expounds it,—the Orphic theology
calls the first principle hermaphrodite, or male and female
together; thereby denoting that essence that is genera-
tive or productive of all things.” (Intell. Syst. 1. 1. c. 4.)
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the sacred oxen failed to draw the avanc out of the
lake, which is particularly applicable to the tradi-
tions prevalent at Anwick. They recite that « one
of these oxen overstrained himselfin drawing forth
the avanc, so that his eyes started from their
sockets.” Hence the old British proverb—the
Ychen Banawg are unable to draw the avanc out
of the deep waters.®* And here I cannat forbear
noticing the coincidence which exists between the
Anwick tradition of the drake flying out of the stona,
and the legend of the unfortunate ox whose eyes
flew out of their socket. But the drake and the
avanc were alike symbolical of the ark of Noah,
which was ultimately brought safe to land, although
the stone remained immoveable. The broken chain
is referred to in the Bardic writings.®* And -Mr.
Owen, in his Welch Dictionary (v. Banawg) tells
us, that a strange piece of music was used by the
bards, in imitation of the lowing of oxen and the
clank of chains which accompanied the ceremony
of drawing the avanc out of the lake. The British
name of this division of the island probably arigi-
nated from the above ceremony ; for Coritani or
Coriceni was Cor-ychen, from cor, a circle, and
ychen, oxen ; the province of the oxen.’

_ 81 Dav. Dru. p. 189.
. 5 Llywelyn Moel ap. Davies, p. 111.

5 The Cor-Iceni plainly indicates that there was some
affinity or connexion between them and their neighbours
the Iceni. Some think they were two divisions of the
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A short distance from the Drake stone, i the
low lands, were formerly lakes of water as well as
wood, and undoubtedly a fair proportion of morass.
In this situation were several British tumuli which
have very recently been levelled by the plough;
but one pyramidal hill remains almost entire, which
is, at this distance of time, 10 feet high, and 180 in
circamference at the base. At the inclosure of the
lordskip, the line of a ditch came in contact w1th
it, and made a deep, longitudinal division neces-
sary, which disclosed a vast quantity of human
bones and cineritious remains, indicating that it
was unquestionably a British cemetery. I could
not learn whether any warlike implements were
taken out, nor what appearances the bones ex-
hibited ; for common labourers, if they are not
under the eye of an antiquary at such times, make
_but imperfect observations on the ground which
they are employed to excavate. This mound is
known by the name of Bloom hill, a corruption
probably of Holme ; for though Holme amongst the
Saxons signified a watery meadow; yet in the
British mythology it was the insular stall of the

same nation, and that Cor-Iceni meant the lesser Iceni,
from Carr, a dwarf. (Vid. Boxholm. Lex. Brit. Lat.-p. 17.)
Others imagine that both these British tribes derived their
names from the different kinds of animals in which their
chief riches consisted, and the tending of which was their
principal employment. These derive the Iceni from
Ychen, oxen, and others from Cor, a sheep. (Cme
vol, i. p. 108.)
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gaéred oX ® and'¥ Is evident thmt'this temulus
wad an istand ori which there are reasons for be«
lieving the avanc was landed. !
¢ The Drake stone was a 'sacred 6bject of a.dora—
tion; for it has been observed that'the drids ins
culcated the worship of rough stones ;** of wixichj
bemo ritually consecrated and oonverted into ¢he
suppdsed habitation of an'mdwelling -ddity, -some

were called after the name of one particular god,
‘and " some of another;* and in connection with the
dracontian worship, the same holy feeling produeed
‘those enormous combinations of gigantic stones that
formed the Temples of Stonehenge and Abury, the
latter of which was decidedly a serpent temple.
. Now by the word Drake or Draig, the tutelaty
dei'ty of this stone, was meant.a serpent or dragon,
‘the type or representative of the supreme god ar
i priest; displayed in the famous banner of: the
‘druids ;%7 which was a red Drake or dragon; amd

.. 8 Bardic Poem. Davies, p. 576.

.85 In the superstitions of Germany a curved fossil
:(ound about Geslar is called the Drake stone ; and being
. worn about the neck was considered a powerful antldote
“to fascination and enchantment.

'8 Borl., Corn. p. 117.
57 In this banner, which is named Gounddelw, * the

" figure of the leader of the army is interwoven; together
- with those of Hu, or the sun, and 7%e Red Draig. Itds
.described as Brascawd, magnum sublatum; a huge,
raised standard, the glory of the great field of batte,
which was to accompany the army, flying in the breeze.
There was a flowing streamer attached to it interwoven
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the' dragon of 'geld was subsequently adopted for
adevice on the royal standard of the kingdom of
Mercia.

- “The tradition further states that the persqn’s’
name who attempted to remove the Drake stone
by means of oxen was Robarts, and that being
midiculed for his failure, he acquired the name of
Bullock Robarts, which he retained till his death,
I am. persuaded that this appropriation is also
nrythological, and forms a part of the original
legend. The chief priest of Hu, or the sun, who
conducted the ceremony, was called Rhwyv-bardd,
which easily slides by change of language into the
more familar name of Robarts. He had charge of
the sacred oxen,’® and from this circumstance ac-
quired the cognomen of the bull or bullock of
flame® (Beer Sled) in allusion also to the solar
worship; for the high priest was usually honoured
with the name of the deity he served.* In another

with the threads of wrath; and it was regarded as pos-
sessing a miraculous power of protection.” (Dav. p. 583.)

58 The rustic custom of plough-bullocks, which is still
practised in this neighbourhood, may have originated in
the above ceremony, and was probably instituted in honour
of Ceridwen, the British Ceres; and Hee himself, or
. Noah, the identical Drake or Draig, was a husbandman,
and “ held the strong beamed plough.” (Iolo Goch.)

59 Thus Taliesin, in his character of the Mystagogue
or Rhwyvbard, says: “ 1 am the opening chasm; I am
the ball of flame.”” (Buarth Beirdd. 2.)

.. % Bryant. Anal, vol. ii. p: 461.
D
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place we find the Rhwyvbard called Tarw Ellyll,o
the bull demon ; and it is to be observed that in
the British mythology the bull and ox meant the
same thing ; and were equally objects of vemera-
tion and worship. Hence on the union of the two
superstitions, we find Hu worshipped under the
forms alike of a dragon and a bull ; and sometimes,
as in other countries, under the hieroglyphic of &
serpent with the head of an ox; and the priest or
Rhwyvbard was not only called the bull, or bullock,
but according to the phraseology of the people of
Anwick, also the drake or dragon.
~ Now, Sir, you will perhaps be inclined to say
that this tale requires some corroboration. It is
freely admitted, and the corroboration is this: the
oldest man Icould find assured me, that he re-
membered his grandfather saying, that his grand-
father had told him that, when he was boy, he had
heard his fore-elders say the same thing. This
will carry us back two hundred years, and the
story appears to have been in the same uncer-
tainty as to time then, as it is now; and therefore
the fair presumption is that it had been handed
down from the earliest times of the druidical
supremacy. .
But we have still further proofs.
Underneath the Drake stone is said traditionally
to be situated, the devil’s cave. Now Draig or
Drwg, amongst the Britons, was synonymous with

61 Welch Arch. vol. i. p. 16, 17.
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-the devil ; and Ceridwen was called Mam y drwg,

the devil’s dam ;52 and it is a remarkable fact, that
many of the most sacred places of druidical cele-
bration in this island have retained the same ex-
traordinary designation. On this curious subject
the learned Faber thus expresses himself: ¢ Upon
the propagation of Christianity in the British isles,
a variety of wild legends were built upon certain
mutilated traditions respecting the use of the
Mithratic caverns, or holy places of celebration.
These were generally esteemed oracular: whence

‘in succeeding ages they were sometimes metamor-

phosed into” the purgatories of imaginary saints ;
sometimes into the dens of magicians or fairies ;
and sometimes, into the strong holds of Satan

-himself.”® Mr. Aubrey thinks that the origin of

62 Baxter Glos. Brit. v. Andrasta.

63 Fab. Mys. Cab. vol.ii p.451. The stones which
formed the pastos or adytum in the famous at Abury, are
called- by the country people, the devil’s quoits. The
same name is given to three upright stones near Kennet
in Oxfordshire, which Dr. Plot pronounces to be British
deities. In the peak of Derbyshire is a cavern to which
this name is attached; and the three gigantic stones in
the neigbourhood of Boroughbridge are denominated zhe
devil’s arrows ; some druidical stones at Clatford bottom,
in Wiltshire, are named ¢he devil’s den; and, not to be
tedious in multiplying authorities, there is an eddy near
a British encampment at Niddisdale in Scotland, which
is termed, kell cawdron ; near Darlingtonisa place called
hell kettles ; and in our own district there is a place near
Swarhy, which, from time immemorial has been denomi-
nated hell hole.

B2
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thi" curious appellation proceeded from the bar-
barism and ignorance which succeeded the declen-
sion of the Roman empire ; for the Britons being
called away to assist their conquerors'in repelling
the incursions of hostile invasion, their own land
became exposed'to the attacks of hardy adven-
turery.'" ‘The ‘more 'learned 'inhabitants flying for
safety irito “other ‘countries, took with them thei
Books and fecordd; "and hence the very names of
ifatly pablié monuments were lost. * The ignomn)t
éonqtlerors’ ascribed the most stupendous works
to“th¥ tgeticy of the devil; and hence this appella-
tioH Ko fréquently attached to the most sacred relics
of ‘antiquity. After all it might 'proceed from
quite a different cause. The chief druidical tem-
ples were termied Dréacontia, which was a name
given by all nations to the first temples dedicated
to divine worship. Now draig, draco, whence dra-
contia is derived, is the Scripture name for the evil
spirit.  Therefore, as language fluctuated, this
name would very naturally merge into its English
signification; and dracontia would become tAe
devils temple. -

Our wonder that the above series of traditions
is extant at this day, will be much allayed when
we consider that only 400 years ago, more than
one Bard assures us that the old British system of
idolatry addressed to Hee was, even then in active
operatian in the principality;5 and we are solemnly

6 He is represented as receiving adoration in the lofty
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informed by Dr. Jamieson,% that, the impressions
of the druidical system still retain great influepce
over the minds of the natives in the, nqrthe.m parts
of Scotland. ,
" I have now, my dear Sir, to call.yoy.r attennon tq
a tale of sorcery and witcheraft, which is intimately
cqnnected with the subject undgr our ponsidergy
tion, There _exists a remarkable beacon, hill , at
,Parham dam, in the parish of Rauceby, which was
attached to a place of celebration on, the heath, a
Cranwell (Crane-well) dedicated to Ceridwen ;. fox
the Crane® (Garanhir), in the British mythqlogyp,
was a title of the chief druid who rep,resen.ted that
goddesq in the mysteries. There is a_ tradition
that a furious and diabolical witch had a xesxdnm
in a cave near this hillL.” This unholy being

!+, 4seees e brevibus implicata viperis AR
Crines et incomtum capat, :

Jubet sepulcris caprificos erutas, . v

Jubet cupressus funebres, L C o

T~y

character of “ the Lord of mystery—the: greatest=s
greater than the worlds ;”” and the people are ceutioneq
“to beware how they offer any indignity to_him, the
Great and Bountiful.” The sacred oxen are celebrated
by & bard of the same period. ’
“ -Hist. Account of the Culdees. p. 29.- - ..
. % Davies informs us (Myth. Dru. p. 245.). fromBm’un?
(Anal. vol.i. p,47.) that Geranos, the Greek nam
this bird, was a title of the sun; and the priest of Cybele,
the sande-character as our Cendwen, was styled Carnes, *
67 I should not be much surprised if, in the appropria--
tion of mythology to the legends of romance, which, taok
: S :
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Kt unota turpis ova rang sanguine,
Plumamque nocturne strigis,
Huhuqnq, quas Ioloos, atque Iberia
Mittit venenorum ferax.
Hoe.

As might have been expected, this malevolent
creature was a terror to the neighbourhood; for
the legend has reference to a period long antece-
dent to the time when witches appear to have
confined their attention to simple mischief, and
holding nocturnal conventicles with the devil; at
which if they have done  the most execrable mis-
chiefe, and can brag of it, they make most merry
with the devill ; but if they have been indiligent,
and have done but petty services in comparison,
they are jeered and derided by the devill and all
the rest of the company. And such as are absent
and have no care to be assoygned, are amerced
in this penalty, so to be beaten on the palms
of the feete, to be whipt with iron rods, to
be pincht and suckt by their familiars, till their
heart blood come, till they repent them of their
sloth, and promise more attendance and diligence
for the future.”

The witch of Lincoln heath is said to have
inflicted summary punishment on those who ap-
proached the precincts of her sanctuary; from
which such horrible noises sometimes issued, that

place in the age of chivalry, the witch of the heath be
not a personification of Cendwen herself.
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no one ventured to puss by aﬂaer bunéét lest he
should be torn in pieces.

Now, my dear Sir, as Taliesin styles the principal
female of Britain, Ceridwen wrach, < the witch or
fury Ceridwen;” and as she was accounted the
goddess of death, I should take the entrance mto
her cave to be ¢ the dreadful passage of penance
and suﬁ'erlng mentioned by the ancient mytho
logists ; or in other words, a place of initiation mto'
the mysteries of Bntam, which were dedicated’ to
this divinity. The noises were probably the dm
and confusion incident to the mystical ceremomes,
which, it will be remembered, were always ceIe-
brated in a cave;® and these appalling sounds,
which made the hollow cavern echo with’ loud
reverberations, were used partly for the purpose of,
mtlmldatmg the candidate, and partly with the
design of inspiring the people with terror, that
they might be deterred from prying into the secrets
of their nocturnal orgies. |

It is further said that our witch was very cun-
‘ning in the capture of young children, which she
carried to her cave and devoured. There ig a
striking coincidence with this tradition in the fact,

% During this process the most dismal howlings, shriek.s )

and lamentations, are said to have been heard ; for the
death of their great progenitor the Draig or Drake,”
typified by his confinement in the ark, was commemo-
rated with every external mark of sorrow. This was suc-

ceeded by the barking of dogs, the blowing of horns, and :
the voices of men uttering discordant cries, L T
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that during the gelebration of the mysterigs, the
poyvices were denominated children ; and one pnn—
cipal ceremony consisted in their being devourea? by
("mdwen“ for the purpose of reproductlon“ and
born again.®
., But the chief performance which is recorded’ of
the wmch of the heath, is the terrible conﬂxct that
termmated in her death, at a place, wluch from
that circumstance acqulres the name of erd”
Leap The legend is as follows :— ‘
A kmght of tried courage, during the age éf
chlvalry, had solemnly undertaken, at some favoux;-
able opportunity, to destroy the hag, who was a
terror to the country. One day, while waterm
his cattle at a pond near the Hermen Street, -—-for
it appears that the knight of those times was too
chary of his horses to entrust them to any manage-
ment except his own,—he was seized with a sudden
impulse that the fortunate period was at hand when
he might successfully accomplish this dangerous
undertaking, and though his horses were all wel}

e i

% Hanes Taliesin. c. 8. It is extraordinary how long’
the relics of superstition will maintain their hold upon &
people.  'We have seen how the Celtic Draig is preserved
at Anwick in the Drake stone, of which the Teutonic fire<
drake or Grendel was a transcript ; and in some parts of
Lincolnshire the latter name is still retained, under the
form of Gringe, which is the local name for a mischievons’
bogle or goblin, ¢ Have you seen the Gringe?” isa
fearful enquiry to a youth of weak nerves or superstitiowy'
temperament, -
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trained to war, it was suggested to his' mind it
much might depend on 'his selection of ‘one partl-
eular steed and therefore he determined to ascer-
tain by d1v1nat10n which of them might be destmea
for, this especial service. He took up alarge stone
and cast it into the lake, accompanied by a e.ecrpt
petmon to the gods, that the chosen steed mlgh't
raise his head from the water, and display symp-
toms of impatience for action, by neighing in 3
gpirited manner. The experiment was successful.

A horse called Biard answered the summons; and
the warrior, armed with his naked sword only,
mounted the chosen animal without hesitation.

Arriving at the mouth of the cave, he called to the
sorceress to come forth, and received an immediate
answer in the following words :—

¢ I must suckle my cubs,
I must buckle my shoes, .
And then I will give you your supper.”

When she made her appearance, the horseman,
without parley, commenced an attack upon her by
a blow with his sword that struck off her left
breast; but the witch by a sudden bound, evading
a second stroke, fixed her talons so deeply in
Biard’s flank, that the animal became restive, and
endeavoured to escape by a series of prodigious
leaps, three of which, at least 60 yards asunder,
are still marked by the impressions of his feet.
The witch died from her wound, and, to prevent
her reappearance, she was buried at the intersec-
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tion of ‘the cross roads, with a stake through her
body and an immense stone placed over her grave,
which remains to the present day.

In this wild story the legends and ceremonies of
mythology are very confusedly blended; but atill
they all tend to illustrate that one point, the
‘identity of the witch with Ceridwen, who was
worshipped before the establishment of Christi-
anity as a deity, and afterwards hated and feared
as a malignant demon. Of this fact we have un-
-questionable evidence in the names of places, which
-time, and the revolutions of manners, customs and
‘language, have but slightly changed. And it is
remarkable that wheresoever the druidical myste-
ries prevailed to any great extent, there still remain
-traditions of witches and enchantment. The ani-
‘mals drinking at the lake were no other than the
mythological horses which are described by Taliesin
in his poem of Canu y Meirch, in connection with
a lake or river; and after enumerating several, he
mentions the horse Beirdd, which was his own
‘steed, with that of Arthur and Ceidiaw and several
others equally “able to bear the heroes through
-the peril of the fight.””70

The Druids were inordinately addicted to augury
-and divination; and amongst many methods of

70 Welch Archaiol. vol. i. p.43. Can it be credited
that in the 19th century a belief in the evil power of
witches is not wholly extinguished. See the Graphic
1L p. 266 n.

AL
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practising it, was this very custom of casting stones
into the water. A

In the Mythology of Britain, the cave or pastos
in which the aspirant was placed for meditation,
before he was admitted to participate in the sacred
mysteries, wap guarded by the terrible divinity
Buanawr, armed with a naked sword, whose vin-
dictive rage was said to make earth, hell, and
heaven itself tremble.”?

The witch’s answer to the summons refers to a
mythological story related by the bards, in which
Ceridwen, under the degrading form of a sow,
brought forth the cub of a wolf and an eaglet,
which she suckled, and then presented to two chief-
tains or princes, who, through their means, attained
to.- great honour.’”? The buckling of her shoes,
whs a subsequent addition, for the sake probably
of- the jingle.

The witch makes her appearance and a battle
ensues. This is a true picture of what really hap-
pened to the candidate during his progress through
the druidical regenerations; except that in these,
the confliet was begun by Ceridwen or the witch,
who struck the aspirant such a violent blow an
the head, that one of his eyes was said to have
dropped down upon his cheek,’® which was doubt-
less the prototype of the witch’s left breast being

71 Hist. Tnit. p. 178.
-2 Bee the whole story in Dav, Dru. p. 426.
73 Hanes Taliesin, chap. 3.
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struck off. The remaining part of the legend is &
distinct recapitulation of the mysterious ceremonies
of Ceridwen’s cauldron, or the secrets of the. sacred
cave; for her common symbol was & mohstréus
horse, with the head, and sometimes the winigs of
a bird ; 'and under this figure, she is reépresented
by Tahesm, as catching him in her fange and enst-
ing him into a dark receptacle;™ and in another
place, she is said, on her neighing'steed, to have
Jeaped over the boundary.” TFable reports that:she
‘had "a magical horse called March Malen, upon
"which sorcerers were accustomed to ride ‘throngh
the air ;7 and after the above feat she exclaimerd
“triumphantly, ¢ from my territory have I driven
“the rueful steed””” The three leaps form -
other instance of the recurrence of the -sucra.i
numbers.”

The witch at length died and was buried under

74 W. Archaiol. vol.i. p. 19.

75 Ibid. vol. i. p. 65.

76 Baxter, Gloss. Ant, Brit. v. Minerva.

77 Poem of Gwidnaw. Archaiol. vol.i. p. 165,

78 It may be here observed that odd numbers were ap-
propriated to the celestial, and even ones to the infernal
deities; and in all the occurrences of life the former were
accounted lucky. A predilection in favour of odd
numbers still continues, and will probably never be ob-
literated. Thus, in domestic concerns, a hen is usually
set on an odd number of eggs. Palladius says the same
thing was done in his time. Supponenda sunt his sem-
per ova numero impari. (l. 1. tit. 27. vid. etiam Varro.
13.¢.9)
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& dntge. stone,® - The, aspirant for -the mysteries
aldo.wes plaged under the stones of the Cromlech
fon-a. specified ‘period, during which he was cpn-
sideved. .dead ; and the bard in deseribing the
Toisiptlon-of Arthux, says that at his (mystical)
Keath, . three nights was. he placed under the flat
stone of Echememt.”“

1The people entertained comsiderable fean lest
Sheir torpenter .should return to life. And their
faars weve- well founded. for it was the uniform
spmggtiog of rthe Druids, when the aspirant emerged
from; the tomb in which he had been immured, to
Ipretdunce him regenerate and born agaiz.

r 'The .place where all this  happened is termed
-Riand’s Leap, or rather Beirdd Lapp, the cheerful
Lpesh-of the Bards; but I think it highly probable
that the designation referred to the whole length
19£ road which extends from Sleaford to the Hermen
Street, and constituted the line of communication
between the two ancient roads; and that in some
convenient situation near their junction at this
point, the ceremonies were performed in which

.. 79 In the poem of Hanes Taliesin, which was written

by the prince of the bards more than 1200 years ago;
. and contains the real traditions which have been garbled
. into the legend before us; instead of dying, the goddess

brings to life one of the persons whom she had previously
- devoured. This very curious poem has been translated
. by. Davies and inserted in his elaborate work on the
- Druids, p. 213.

8 W. Archaiol. Triad, 51.
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Ceridwen' or her representative priest bore so0.con«
spiouous & part. .This opinion is-corroborsted by,
the tradition. of her residence-in.a cave ; foniit was.
ini-the secres’ eavern of initiation.whare:!all; these,
nrystienl rites were celebrated ; and' this, asesne:
fatwaed the -connecting medivwm . withythe 1beaeon
hill at Parham dam. Time has converted the
cavern, which undoubtedly existed here at that
remote. penod into a simple hollow in the groupd
and -it is- only by comparing. etymology a,n&
tradition with ancient observances, thiat we voan
be fortunate enough to approximate to the reality of
historic. truth. So much for the witch of the hpath';'
who-appears to have been a British female deity;?).
and it is not unworthy of remark that the: legenlr
of Biard’s Leap is depicted on several ‘anicient
British coins, which still exist in the cabinet of the
antiquary.

*- As the British religion included the pradmnf
sorcery,” so the Druids assigned many pecﬁlhi'

T

‘a 'I'his equestrian adventure bears some resembiance
to Weﬂ known mythological story of Bellerophon md
Pe

'V’id Gibs. Camd. Plate of British Comn; a.nd

Da*vws Treatise on the same subject,

' ‘83 The writings of the early Bards: abonnd»mtt uh
Starites of this practice. They have but recentlybeen
b‘rb'ught forth before the public; but they constitutereg
nvaluable species of evidence, and have throwa consideds
dble light on - British manners, custome, and- traditdet
Divination was exercised among the ‘Druids - kcoprdinig
to Diodorus Siculus, in a very cruel mesmer ;foriit was
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advantages:to the poasession of divining reds' and!
cotigeetated amulets,® which - themselves - always-
were ubout: their persons, and sold at very-high-
prieds tothe princes and chieftains, as preservatives.
itvtimiws of diffienity and dhnger. The ovam. angui-
mml,"ér :derﬂent’s egg +.was. ‘the &stmglﬁ&hmgt
ot L ’ TN
NI ;i 3 e
ir ctllstom to immolate a man, thrustmg him through’
hé'body above the diaphragm, and to take thieir ptét‘
frora hig fall, ‘his palpitation, the issuing'of the:
lleod; and the motions of his body, pretending the most;
qw:e. . experiments for it. (See Montf. Ant. vpl. ii.,
. 279.
"84 The divine economy with respect to the establishinent
and protection of the Jewish nation was so remarkabdiey
that) every great event was contemplated by the heathep
with. philosophical accuracy; but they always fell into the
error of attributing the miracle to the agent or second
cause instead of the First. Hence we find all the idoldJ
trous nations superstitiously addicted to the use of divins
ingrods,: from a tradition of the wonders performed in
Fﬁm and in the wilderness, by the agency of the mira-
culous rods of Moses and Aaron; and also of gems and
amulets, from a like tradition of the stones in Aaron’s
byenst plate, within which the Urim and Thummim was
ooncenled, as a medium of communication between, God
and his people.
s 8 The anguinum or Druids’ egg was saiq to be pro-
duced by a knot of serpents, and being propelled into
the sir, was caught in the vestment of the priest, .and
carried off with great rapidity to avoid the fury. of its
parents. . Thie egg, if genuine, was said to float against
the, stoeam. . The method of its formation was-however
febmlons; ar to use .the words of Mr. Davies (Myth,
Pra.p. 210.), ““wasbut so much dust thrown into the
eyes of the profane multitude.” The Druids were. the
B2
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mark,of & Draid, in addmnn to the cryWthh
wag equally, worn by:all the orders, but the rank,
way marked by s difference of coloux. Thusthe,
Druid’s crystal was white,. . the Bs,rd.’s blng,. the,
the Eubate’s green, amd the npyiges. WPrE, glaws
begda of, yaxious celours,.and sometimes. the :grmmd
wag spotted or striped with a different tint.- . ..,

In an excavation made at Quarrington, A, D.
1828, all these varieties were found in, great abuq-
dance;; and adjoining to them had been deposited.
at o different period, ancient armour, fibule, sadri«
ficial instruments, an urn, and many human bones,"*
part of which had been consumed by fire, lying in’
an artificial stratum of ashes and burnt substances,
carefully placed on a solid bed of gravel, amnd!
covered down about four feet thick with the same
material. The former are all in the possession of
Dr. Yerburgh, of Sleaford; and the British relics
consist of every known species of amulet, the glain’
neidhr, the anguinum, curiously charged with
twisted serpents; crystals of all the favourite
colours ;¥ the warrior's amulets, ane of which is a

serpenh, and the eggs were crystals constructed under
thein superintendence.

8 Thia amulet was variously shaped. Sometimes hke
a round bead of glass (Owen’s Dict. v. Glain) ; at others
like-a eresoent or glass boat (Kadeir Taliesin. W. Archaiol;.
vol. i. p. 837.); now it was denominated a glass cincle
(Preiddeu Aanwn. Dav. Dru. Append. No. iii.) ; and now
& glass house. (Ibid.) In each case it was a powerful
talisman of protection. (Hist. Init. p. 175.)

87 Camden has correctly described these magical ap-
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rough oblate spheroid, and encircled with a most
elegant double zigzag in blue énamel ;# and sevea!”
glass' and amber beads, which weré worn by dis-
tinguished females. All these are perforated for
the convenience of suspénsion from the néck or'
from any part of the apparel. o

“The Druids were extravagantly addicted to'
augury.® On high occasions the entrails of sacri-

pehdages. “These Gemma Anguine are small glass,
amulets, commonly as wide as our finger rings, but much
thicker ; of a green colour usually, thongh seme of them.
are blue, and others curiously waved with blue, red, apd.
white.”” (Gibs. Camd. col. 815.)
‘88 Thus Taliesin, speaking of a wamor s amulet says, *
’ ‘ Atuyn cant ag amaerwy.” !
Bemhful is the circle with its enriched border. (W. Ar-
chaiol. vol. i. p. 28.) .
8 It is not extraordinary that we should. ﬁnd many of ,
the superstitious methods of augury and divination prac-
tised ‘by the Druids still in use amongst the people: of!
England, while the tradition of the Drake Stone at Awwick
remains so little corrupted by the transmission of twenty.
centuries. Meyrick enumerates some instances of this .
amongst the Welch peasantry, and many similar customs
are preserved in Kesteven by the secret conclave of u:
farmer’s kitchen during the long evenings of December.
“ Two pieces of stick of equal lengths are tied together .
in the middle, and at one end is fastened an apple,and at"
the. other a candle. This is then suspended frord the
ceiling, and a person jumps up endeavouring to catch: the:
apple .in his mouth. If not extremely dexterous the’
apple, from its rotundity, slips from his teeth, and having -
, received an impetus, tarns round, and the candle coming
in its place, burns his face. A person then goes nine:
times round the outside of the house, and holding & glove
B 5
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fices afforded them every information they could
desire. They predicted future events from the
flight of birds;® by white horses ;" by the agita-
tion of water, or hydromancy, and by lots,® The
latter process was the most célebrated, and amongst
the trinkets found at Quarrington, is .a cubiocal
piece which I do not doubt was one of the instru-
ments by which this process was performed.%

in his hand exclaims—Here’s the glove and where’s the
hand ? He then meets the spirit of his sweetheart, who
stretches forth her hand to obey his call, and the face he
sees will certainly be the face of his wife. A girl puts
salt in a thimble, and then places it in her stocking and
lays them under her pillow, repeating certain verses, goes
to sleep, and whoever she dreams of will be her hushand.
Ivy leaves are gathered, those pointed are called males,
and those rounded are females; these are thrown into the
fire, and should they jump towards each other, then the
parties who had placed them in the fire, will be beloved
by, and married to their sweethearts; but should they
jump away from one another, then hatred will be the
portion of the anxious person. Nuts are thrown into the
fire, and should they burn bright, then the party will live,
but if black, death will be the inevitable consequence.”

90 Taliesin, Mic. Dinbych. W, Archaiol. vol. i. p. 67.

9t Borl, Ant. Cornw. p. 134. .

92 Taliesin, Kadait Teyrn On. W. Archaiol. vol. i.
p. 65. Myzrddin, Avallenau. Dav. Dru. p. 465.

93 Sir R. C. Hoare discovered in a tuamulas near Stone-
henge, amidst some ashes and burnt bones, four small
bone trinkets somewhat like the above, which he sup-
poses, not improbably, were used for casting lots. They
were oblong, three-quarters of an inch one way by half
an inch the other, and about one-eighth of an inch in
thickness. One side was flat and the other convex, and

1+
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From the above faets it does not appeai*that this
latter was a place of British interment; for heve was
no tummulus; and a funeral deposit would #ot have
consisted of such an indiscriminate mixture of per-
sonal amulets, ladies’ trinkets, and other peouliar
appendages to the Druidical system ;-it rather in-
dicates that at the dissolution of the order, when
persecution forced the Druids and their supporters
to seek for safety in the wilds of Caledonia, they
buried these tokens in the earth (for it would have
been dangerous to travel with such unequivocal
badges concealed about the person, as an exposure
would have subjected them to certain destruction),
by Roman sacrifice and cremation.

In other parts of the district British antiquities
have been found. “ Among some corpses,” says
Gough, “ dug up on Lincoln heath, near Blank-
ney,* were found several cast-brass rings, flattish,
which some suppose to be the old British money
mentioned by Cesar.® And at Linwood in the
same parish, a golden torques% was found, which

they were each adorned with a separate and dlstmgmsh-
ing device. This great antiquary ranks them amongst
the most valuable curiosities which he discovered in all
his extended and laborious researches; and formmg a
towards the use of lan
% From Belin-Kyd, the male and female demes of
Britain.
95 Camd. vol. ii. p. 376,
96 The Gauls and Britons, as Strabo writes, wore
chains of gold about their necks ; Bunduica, the British
queen, saith Xiphilin, wore a golden chain with a garment
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the tenant sold to a Jew for less than its intrinsic
valué; an irreparable loss to the British antiquary.’
At Sledford, near the Tattershall road, was taken
up 2 stone axe,®” go called, but though perforated
to admit of a handle, it is too small, and the edge*
too blunt to have been ever used as a hatchet ; and "’
was most likely worn as an amulet or érnament,
being compuosed of e species of marble or inferiér
gem, known by the name of Lapis nephrlucus
Germanoram,® clouded with different cdlours, m&d
interspersed with small black specks of a metillic”
stbstance. Its surface, though exceedingly smooth,"
appears to be incapable of a very bright polish,"
from an inherent oilinéss which it possesses. - '
The inference which may be drawn from the~
above series of facts and arguments is undeniable.’
Thxs part of Kesteven was the chosen resldence of

of many colours. (Gibs. Camd. xvii.) The above torques
was doubtless worn by a British chieftain or prince.

97 This is also in the possession of Dr. Yerburgh. A
similar one was taken up in Wales, at the beginning of
the present century from a Kistvaen, called Castell’
Hafod.

98 This is & stone found in several parts of Germany.
and it abounds in South America, which the Indians work
into various forms, as those of little pillars, fish, heads
and beaks of birds, always perforated.

99 Boot, in his book, de Gemmis, gives a description of
this stone, agreeing with the appearance of that of which
this little instrument is composed. Plemmque ex viridi,
albo, caruleo et nigro colore mixtio est—semperenim
superficies pinguis quari oleo inuncta epet V‘ldetur "

¢
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a dxstmct tn.he of; .the abougm«:s\ oﬂ Bntalnq Atds.
true, many. of the temaples, camps, towns,,and, fasty.
nesses. of this people axe obliterated by, the. steady,,
operation, of .the plough; but I have adduced, sufr,;
figient. evidence 1o -prove their occupancy..of the..
district.; and. in, mo. part of Lincolnsbire. that. X,
haye examined, is it better attested than on $his,s
very. spot. Y

, Thus, my dear Sir, have I given you.a bmef des
scription of the monuments of our forefathers, the.,
ocgupiers of this soil two thousand years ago. I.
mgy :ngt -have been fortunate enough to have,
added to your stock of knowledge on this interest- .
ing subject ; and it is possible that you may haye
taken a view of some points in the illustrations,
which differs from my own ; but still I hope you.
will do me the justice to admit that my conclusions
are not entirely destitute of probability, or assumed
on false or inconsiderate grounds. If I am allowed
éven this negative merit, I shall not regret the
labour with which my researches have been at-
tended ; and shall consider myself amply remune-
rated if the generality of my readers are of opinion’
that I have not been uselessly employed.

Believe me to be,
My dear Sir,
Very faithfully Yours,
GEO. OLIVER, D.D,

Scorwick VICARAGE,
January 1, 1847.
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BY THE REV. GEO. OLIVER, D.D.,
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Lincolnshire, &c., &c.

PUBLISHED BY BROTHER RICHARD SPENCER,
314, Hieu HoLBorN, LoNDON, ’
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In Demy 12mo., Price Four Shillings,
AN ACCOUNT

THE RELIGIOUS HOUSRES,

FORMERLY SITUATED ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE

RIVER WITHAM;
BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF CERTAIN PAPERS READ BEFORE
THE LINCOLN TOPOGRAPHMICAL SOCIETY,
IN THE YEAR 1842.

WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIVE NOTES.

OPINIONS OF THE PUBLIC PRESS.

From the Literary Gazette.

¢ Situated in one of the richest districts in England, and
early among the localities most enriched by commerce ; the re-
mains of these wealthy and powerful Monastic Institutions offer
a fine field to reward the investigations of the archzologist. Yet
strange to say, Lincolnshire has been as much, or more, neg-
lected by antiquaries than any other county in the kingdom ;
and we are the more indebted to Dr. Oliver for directing his
researches into this interesting and prolific quarter......... We
proceed to consider a little the author’s own valuable exertions,
thongh contained in a small volume.......... I am, says the
author, and we rejoice to hear it, preparing an essay on the
monumental remains of the Britons southward of the city of
Lincoln, with some conjectures on the use and references of
the Drake Stone at Anwick, which will be shortly published.”

From the Atheneum.

¢¢ This is a pleasant little volume—chiefly devoted to records
of Bardney, Tupholm, and Kirkstead Abbeys, and the Priory of
Cistercian_Nuns at Stixwold ; and it forms a welcome contribu-
tion towards the history of a neglected, but important county—
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Publisied.by Bro. R. Spencer,

is Jeuited up to'by all as the arbiter on all literary matiens : the
uﬁd.g.uhhaomcﬂywqinhofﬁorm afforts
of the Learned Doctor, and also of the ts of the book, thas
apything we coald say would be merely a re-echo of the Athe-:
ngum, and by extracting it we give an oppertunity of shewing
our readers that Dr. Oliver is held in high asteem as an Author
and Antignary by the first of the London Literary Critics,. We-
trustthat hisefforts to collect a General History of the Antiquities
of this cityand county will find co-operators, 'We beg o recom~ °
meénd the work most cordinlly to our readers, and refer them to
the pteface for an expasition of Dr. Oliver's views on the subject.”

! From the Nottinghamshire Guardian.

Y¢¢'This volume, which is neither large nor expensive, containg
much valuable information, written in a qlealing and interestin
manner, displaying the most profound learning, énd the mos
unwearying research on.the part of the Author. Dr. Olivér,
Vicar of Scopwick, was a2 member of a Topographical Society
that existed some time since in Lincoln, but which is now ex-
tinct ; and being induced to turn his attention to the religious
houses that formerly existed in that county, he reduced his
observations to writing, and read them to the Topographical
Saciety in the shape of a number of Essays. These Essays, with
an elaborate Pre&ce, an extended Appendix, and an amazin,
number of learned Notes, form one of the most useful tns
interesting works that has been issued for many years.”

Just published, in 2 vols. 8vo., price 21., Masonic gilt cloth boards,
with a fine Portraitof the Author, abeautiful allegorical Frontis-
_ piece, by Bro. J. Harris, and numerous other Engravings.
Respectfully Dedicated (with permission) to
THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF ZETLAND, &c. &c.
M.W. GRAND MASTER.

" THE HISTORICAL LANDMARKS, AND OTHER
’ EVIDENCES OF FREEMASONRY,
EXPLAINED;
In a Series of Practical Lectures, with copious Notes.
Arranged on the system which has been enjoined by the

Grand Lodge of England, as it was settled by the Lodge
of Reconciliation, at the union in 1813,

®+* A limited number printed on rLAzan Parzm,
with the Rayal 8vo, edition of *“ The Histery.of Initiation,”
r



Works on Preemasonry, by Dr; Oliver,

¢ The Antiquities of Freemasonry,”” with Proof Impressians of
the Eagravings on India Paper, price 3. 6s.
A most splendid Lodge Present.

N B.—Forthe convenience of the Brethren, this Work may be
had in 12 Parts, at 3s. each, except Parts 5 and 12, which are
4s. each, the latter containing a fine Portrait of the Author.

This work is kept by the Publisher in a variety of Ma.yonxc
bind ings.

)

Demy 8vo., price Gd. .
ORNAMENTS FURNITURE, AND JEW ELS
A SERMON,
Pmaehed at Boston, before the Provincial Grand Lodgc
‘of Lincolnshire, on the 15th September, 1841. °

o Tho ‘subject chosen by the reverend prencher is not neW-‘t
beaoften in Lodge been adverted to by himself with great effect;
still, in whatever falls from ‘him, there is, notwithstanding the
vepetition of 8n engrossing subject, a charm of novelty in its pe~
qlothmg. In the present case this is felt, for perhaps, on ng
docasion was the attention more closely riveted—the mind more
deaply impressed, His parting words were aﬂecting."—-— -
mason'e Quarterly Review.

In lzmo rice 73. 6. Masonic gilt cloth ; 9s. 6d. half-bonnq
g d. whole bound blue calf, gilt Masonic tooling, ’

_ THE SPIRIT OF MASONRY,
4 ... BY BROPHER W. HUXCHINEON, ¥.8.A.

A ‘New Edition, with copious Notes, Critical and Explul »

natory, by the Rev. Grorer Oriver, D.D., Author
.11« - - of “The History of Initiation,” &c. .

v 'l‘his‘ new edition is Dedicated to the Grand Lodges of
England, Ireland, Scotland, and to the Craft in general,
and originally sanctioned by Lord Petre, G.M., and the
Grtind Lodge in 1766.

- Opinions of the Press.

¢ The Freemasons will exclaim Io Trinmphe ! on the
ance of a new edition of Hutchinson, dressed up and ed
. _by our friend Dr. Oliver. It must, indeed, be a source of grati-
ficationta the. Brethyen, thas. ench ameans of information anfhe

d




++ Pablshed by Bro. R. Spences. '

suljett’ of ‘Musonry has been placed withid thedr -reach. Theé
book contains illustrations on the chief points of Lodge duskness,
‘We find lectures on the'nasure of the Lodge and its furniture ;
on tha-appazel and. jewels of Musons;; on the Temple of Joru-
salem ; -on the Master Mason's Order ; on secrecy,, charity, and
the aeenpation-of . Masows, &. What can the fraternity wang
foxther? , And yet, lest there should he any paint left untouche;
the Editor has prefixed a copious Introductory Dmsertaﬁoqg:‘
the state of Freemasonry in the eighteenth century. This part'o
the work contains much information ; and we have been struck
with some of its chief points. 'We recotniend the perusal of the
work td all who wish to hecome scquainted. with the rye grin-
ciples of Masonry.”’—Lincoln Standard.

‘“ We are rejoiced to see Freemasonry become the subject
sqiéntific-inquiry and research. ¢ The Spirit.of Maseunay'. hab
gone thyangh several editions, but the present one js illuatrated
with so much new matter in the form of Notes as to invest it
With & héw and interesting character ; and the Brethren-—~even
those who possess any of the former editions—will find » mach
viiluable information in those appendages, and in the Intros
ductory Dissertation, as may wel .induce them 30 buoome

agers of the present edition ; in which, as the Editor trul
says, ¢ they will discover a mine of information which will
their minds with a knowledge of the great and valagble truths
furnished by the science and philosopby of the Order.* *hws
LincoLN CHRONICLE.

‘¢ The pure spirit of Hutchinson would have rejoiced in th?
probability that, in a future age, his works should be jmmors
talized in the annals of Masonry by the powerful pen of its
historian, Dr. Oliver.” o

¢ We could almost wish that every Masonic work was out of
print, provided they could, like the one before s, pass through
Dr.Oliver's alembic, and become thereby fregh, as.frqui; ¢ pastyres
new,’ As a Masonic work, Hutchinson and Oliver, wnited, are
beyond the reviewer’s power—all is thought and bright ima-
ginings, Let the aged Mason read and ponder; let the tyro
drink deep of the precious waters that sparkle with .the Listre of
life,”—Freemason’s Quarterly Review. . A
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In demy 8vo. 10s. 6d.; royal 8vo. 16s., handsomely bound in. hlya
cloth, and decorated with gilt Masonic Tooling,
a New and Revived Bdition of

;"THE HISTORY OF INITIATION)
a4~ . .IN TWELVE LECTURES; .
Comprising a-detdiled Aceount of the Rites and Coremos
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% The Jearned doctar; in the above wm'k. has uwestlg,neﬁ ﬁe
b-pnﬁnons. and idolatrons systems, notjons, and obperva,mle!.
pmtent and ecoult, of aneient India, Persia and, Greece ; 3 of
1Qelts, Guoths, and Mexicans ; in the course aof whxch his ingui
have into the abstruse contents of many learned WOI!E
aeldom explored, we fear, in these degenerate da; e: of superfic
g whence he has extracted curious facty eluotdnt:e the
'views eveloped in these Lectures.”—<Times. RS

+ .% The author has furnished a key by which the study ‘of this
».nbjoct may be successfully prosecated.”—LiNcoLy STANDA!

¢‘'We can eonfldently tecommend this interesting book. to pll

L perestis who vaay have a taste for such investigations, assured

-thut its contents will afford them a ¢reat of no ComImoR ordep.”
a—wumym Jowrnal, s

' ¢¢ The work is learned, curious, ant ingenious. "-—-G’mtkmm 8
Jlagume.

“ This is & new edition of a previous work that has beén
““already received with the highest gratification by the Order; it
,has undergone much careful revision, and ¢ontains valaable: fad
’ important additions. The expected revelations of those truths

;. With which the author has stored his gifted miind lave beew fully
‘'realized. As a literary composition the present volanhé :“h
poluhed and elegant ; as a Masonic illustration, it is plain

vigorous, We observe, with much admiration, the vast nam

of learped authorities which have been consulted, not memlyhs

rovmgt ¢ great extent of the author’s msem-ch but -a¥ ooth-

i %f g the value of a course of study which therebymﬁe

asonic reader a vast deal of trouble—enables him, with doss
* difficulty, to comprehend those mysteries whick unife woralify
to science—deduces the origin oI Freemmnryu—dduduclowﬁe
' exsndhation through' everysym of, philoropby—rexplainyerrors
aupnd idaves no oppertunity for the -ceptlcotm toexergige
138is voeation. - It is e work goodfordlm,mdltam Jfor
{Masonic Lodges.” —-Freemason’s Quari, Rev. S g
14 Ng “Masonic Brother should be withoh"f this Boulk! Mudtis
' [ibrary.”—LiNcoLN GAZRITE. S AT b



o )x\@“b@w ,%&CQKMW‘K\O\“

€< 3 1 H "
bl zﬁ%@ﬁ&ﬂ?&dﬁmaﬁ%&“ﬂ% S i
NS 1 . a13rrtte H
u»Th? m ?tle 0 t’l]lr) Ié’g%né&' ’hjﬁtggglj l(r.'»fx ’ﬂ%e%’&%@:(%r
Wieston, " Tapliy’ d pontehe bildens of . DA Olivar;Gwho
- Rols g difk ingaishéd’ pasits ditong tifeowenibond of rite Coaft
3 ‘the Provincd 88 BinebinSuire!l-But whilé ko thepetimthiesenrit
of Masonry the present voldrnieiis sae wbieuwmlz‘gp‘amh;taxl-
charm, its cp, £ail todnterest the gene
ﬁ%r, as tﬁepfg%}e‘ym;mfswmmﬂ?ﬁfages the result
9@? feifasions bt wellzdigested Feading onthe pueéralTubject
3P the riry¥teties of thie hatiors'of did" fromh: ther Bgyptiavamad
9¢€haldeahy’ 16 the Dyuids’ and’ mddern: fubabitams l%fn X
*9rHird'{s gh'ieady @nd graveful’ style pervading-the book, svbidh
[ gived f'ts coriteitts an additional ckatm in the'perusahibucilobe’
L L L L R AR | e yalgrs
(s rilllieRev. Dax Oliver is a Freemason of rgpute,. gy aﬂ‘éﬁﬁﬁ-
siast in the Crast; popsidering pure or primitive Masonry. . was
sigertainly derjved from above. In his eyes the mysteries of
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Works - on Freemasonry; by Dr. Oliver,

Wpn ‘which it’ treats. Whether Dr.Oliver hias suoceoded ivi
establishing the antiquity and purity of the rites of Masonry, we
cannot undertakd ¢ determine, hut we cannot avoid being im-
ressed with the, importance of the fact, that the mysteries o
ifry bBear a striking similarity to each.other—that 'they
exhihit tenres of the belief in the'triple godhead+—of the sreation
apd the fall of man—and of the promise of a Mediator;; who
ghould expiste sin. by the shedding of His blood.”"— Sunday Times,
‘¢ A learned essay on the Antiquities of Freemasonry; whjck
the,aythor helieves to be immediately descended fram, the,mys-
terieas of ancient nations.”—Atheneum. . PR
1o, . P
Demy 8vo, price 1s. 6d.
'BREF HISTORY OF THE WITHAM LODGE,
& No. 374, ' R
o Holden in the City of Lincoln; S
Wlth a description of the Ceremonial used at the levellmg
of the Foundation Stone of a New Masonic Hall, and

the Sermon preached on the occhsion,
15th April, 1841. '

¢ It would be well for many Lodges if the honourable ex-

ample of our Rev. Brother were more generally adopted. It is
by many considered that the transactions of Masenic meéetings
will not bear the light ; this most absurd notion is dangerous at
ance to.the peace and good order of the members, whose general
conduct and their affairs should always be so conducted as to’
court the more critical examination of the profane world. In this
case the Minuté Book of the Lodge has been examined, and many’
interesting dafa are given. - But the great object of the history.
is, to comprise within its limits the founding of a Masonic Hail,
which took place on the 15th April, 1841, under the happiest
auspices, and on which occasion a sermon was preached by the
Rev. Dr. Oliver, D.P.G.M. of the province. The discourse is
replete with the soundest moral truth, and incontrovertibly com-
bines the holy beauties of Christianity with Freemasonry.......
After the banquet, the several addresses embraced all that moral
eloquence, combined with true social feeling, could possibly
effect. The speech of the Rev. Doctor was especially brilliant ;
and that of Sir E. Lytton Bulwer, Bart., was remarkable for its
eloquence. This ¢ Brief History’ we recommend for general
pema.l and hope to find many similar emanations from the
Craft.”—Freemason’s Quarterly Review.

PR




- Published by Bro. R. Spencer.

Demy 8vo. 9s. cloth; 16s, 6d. in blue calf binding, wish-gilt
o Masonic Toaling, : ‘o
SIGNS AND SYMBOLS, 1

Tllustrated.and Explained in a course of Twelve Lectures
.on Freemasonry; a New Idition enlarged.

“¢ This book is well written, and merits a place in every gen-
tleman’s library, whether he be a Brother or not.”—GQentleman’s
Magagine.. : . o . . .o

- “"We'hape enough has been said to induce every Brothér who
would be really a Mason, to purchase the volume; and wé canin
fraternal sincerity assure him that his acquisition will be a jewel
beyond price. To our learned Brother, the Rev. Dr. Oliver, we
unaffectedly offer the homage of grateful and sincere respect for
the }abgurs he has undertaken—for the perseverance he hasshown
—for the spirit of intelligence, good will, and true piety, which,
while they shed a lustre around his ¢ Signs and Symbols,’ teach
the heart of the Mason to love, and the soul to praise and to
111114" ify Him who liveth in the heavens.”—Fyeemason’s Quarf

im0,

Demy 12mo. price 4s. bound in cloth,

THE HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY,
From 1829 to 1841. :

A New Edition (15th) of * Preston’s Illustrations of
Masonry,” (being an exact reprint of the 14th edition,
printed in 1829, and edited by the Rev. Dr. Oliver) having
appeared last year without any continuation to the His-
torical part of that volume, the present Work is .now
published to supply that deficiency, and the Publisher
anticipates the design will be peculiarly acceptable to the
Craft, as it embraces a period of more than common,
interest ; a period of stirring energy, which has produced:
ingidents and transactions in every guarter of the globe,
that have placed Freemasonry before the public im a n
and imposing form. '

The following is extracted from the learned Doctor’s Preface :—-
““ In the execution of this little Work, the Author professes a
strict independence of principle, and inupartiality of action.

.“ Historical truth disclaims prejudice and partisanship ; and
whatever opinions the Author may entertain as an individual
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Mason, he has endeavoured to preserve the strictest neutrality
as an Annalist,. How far he may have been successful will de-
pend on the opinion of his readers. He has adhered most faith-
fully to that law of the Grand Lodge which prohibits the printing
of any private transactions that require to be withheld gom the
ublic eye ; and has inserted no matter but what he has found

fn the printed Quarterly Communications of the Grand Lodge,
or other sources equally available for the purposes of discussion
and remark.,

¢ With this avowal, the work is committed to the judgment
of the Craft ; and, it is hoped, will be found not altogether un-
interesting, as a detail of Masonry in its most palmy and pros-
perous state.”’ ’

*.* As the above History forms a Continuation of the
15th Edition of PRESTON’S ILLUSTRATIONS OF
MASONRY, edited by Dr. Oliver, they may be had
bound together, price 13s. in cloth; 16s. half-calf gilt;
or 18s. in handsome blue calf binding, with gilt Masonic

Tooling. .
Testimonials of the Pablic Press.

¢ A narrative of the most important matters connected with the Craft,
from the year 1829 to the present day.””—ATHENZB UM,

% This is a work from the pen of the learned author of * The History of
Initiation,’ and other able productions connected with Masonry. It con-
tains much interesting information connected with the proceedings of the
Brethren all over the world, having especial reference to the progress of
Masonic Institutions in this country. The work will be very acceptable to
every member of this ancient body.””—BRISTOL STANDARD.

* A work highly interesting, containing accurate information of all the
remarkable occurrences and events during the period to which it refers ;
and therefore must become a valuable record, highly acceptable to the
Order, emanating, as it does, from an author of so high and established
reputation as the Rev. Brother, whose literary productions have extended,
like the Order to which it refers, all over the surface of the universe.””—
LINCOLN STANDARD.

“The work is well written, and Dr. Oliver has drawn an exceedingly
good parison between M y on its revival in England a century
and & quarter ago, and Masonry in the present day.”’—FRBEMASONS®
MONTHLY MAGAZINE,

Demy 8vo. price 10s. 6d. in handsome cloth boards, or 15s. 6d.
in blue calf binding, with gilt Masonic Tooling,
The Theocratic Philosopky of Freemasonry,

In Twelve Lectures,
On its Speculative, Operative, and Spurious Branches,

C. W. Oliver, Printer, Uppingham,















