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PETS AND THEIR INFLTJENCE. -No. 1.

BY Q. O. BROWN.
"Tliere is that in every animal's eye, a dim image and gleam of liu-

nianity, a flash of strange ligiit through which tlieir life looks out and
up to our great mystery of control over them, and claims the fellowship
of the creature, if not the soul."

How many kinds of pets there are, would indeed be diffi-

cult to enumerate. Tiistes or admiration of pets differ most

wonderfully. What one favors another may dislike, yet

that is but human nature, for none of us see everything pre-

cisely alike. A fjentleman once, during a discussion, proved

emphatically how tastes differ, when he exclaimed, as a

clincher to his argument, "that every one has not the same

taste or opinion ; did they have, why, all would have wanted

my wife." " Yes," exclaimed his opponent, "and if they

were of my opinion none would have had her." Thus is it

with pets.

Mrs. Dorgstor will fondle and caress a small poodle which

may, perhaps, strongly resemble a first-class window scrub-

bing-brush, and will indulge in a most i'ashionable hysteri-

cal scream at the sight of one of Miss Tabbyrinth's little

white kittens, " the horrid thing "—the kitten. Miss Tab-
byrinth fairly " doats " on her three little white kittens with

blue ribbons around their necks, and at sight of a poodle

will mount a chair or table with more haste than grace.

Nevertheless, pets play an important part during the life of

nearly everj' one ; even commencing with the prattling

child to the time-honored age of grandfatherhood, consider-

able might be said relative to the pets of the human family,

but as they do not bear petting as well as the lower creation,

and for fear some reader might get in a pet at the length of

this article, we will, without further pe<-tifogging, proceed

—

to begin again.

That pets possess an important influence upon the morals
is certainly undeniable. One who is fond of pets, rarely

ever is evil disposed. It is a notevvorthy fact that the worst
criminals never owned nor cared for pets of any description.

The possession of a pet not only gives one a pleasant occu-

pation for both mind and body, but they keep a tender spot

ever fresh in the heart that, while keeping open the well-

spring of mercy, begets confidence, and to one who really

loves to administer to one of God's little creatures, and en-

joys promoting its happiness, has an influence that will

avail more for their good than can be found in many phases
of society. A child that displays a love for pets should be in

dulged and encouraged, for in such a child's breast, kindness
and mercy have commenced to germinate, and, if duly
favored, will take root sufficiently strong to nobly encounter
and overcome many of life's temptations. Pets, while thus
encouraging the finer and purer instincts, also give employ-
ment where an idle brain might otherwise be engaged for

no good. Who has not seen a mother's eyes sparkle with

pride and delight a.s she listens to the prattle of her dear

child? Who has not observed the wan face of the invalid

illumine with a happy smile as some favorite pet has mo-

mentarily caused him to forget his suffering? Who has not

noted how soon our pets learn our very step, how quickly

they show their confidence and gratitude ?

Pets afford us all an ever-varying pleasure ; they smooth

down many of life's rugged ways.

In many instances brute instinct has exhibited a degree of

sense almost human. Instances of attachment might be

mentioned of dogs, for their masters, which hardly seem

credible. Let us give an illustration of what Mr. Squegee

experienced, and called an undue attachment. It was in his

younger days, when he was basking in the -sunshine of Ar-

abella's affection. A cousin, on a visit to Arabella and

her fond parents, caused Squegee many nights of divers

trouble. In fact, the pangs of jealousy in his breast so

worked on his imagination, that one night he determined to

satisfy himself that Arabella was either true or false. He
stationed himself in a tree that commanded a full view of

the parlor through a side window. It was a decidedly sharp

night, and he shiveringly awaited and watched. He saw

sufficient to convince him that this " cousin " was decidedly

of the French order, and that Arabella was either false to

him or a coquette. The distant town clock measuredly

pealed out the hour of ten, and Squegee, full of revengful

thoughts and frost, commenced to descend ; but, to his

astonishment and disgust, a large dog bounded up in a per-

suasive manner, as if he was anxious to assist him in coming

down. He was In a cool fix. Evidently he concluded it

was Jones' vicious buU-dog. He dare not descend, and to

cry for assistance would discover him to the household, so

he determined to freeze the dog out. He rubbed his feet,

hands, and nose, until daylight began to streak the East,

when he discovered it was his own faithful dog, who had

been there all night. His feelings were—well considerable,

if not more—and to this day, although that faithful animal

saved him from a terrible fate, be says he never can forgive

that dog. This reminds us of an instance that will illustrate

what a person will undergo to even have the satisfaction of

gazing at pets they cannot own. In Waverly, N. Y., a

dozen years ago, there was a tame bear which a countryman

was anxious to inspect. Arriving in town and inquiring for

the " bar," he was sent to a butcher, a great practical joker.

The butcher was sorry, but he had just the day before sent

him up to Mr. Somebodys—about a mile—but there in the

corner was a bull's head he was going to send up to feed

him, and if the stranger desired he could carry it up, and

save his quarter—for they charged that much to see him

—

I
and see the old fellow eat it. August weather daunted him
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not, and perspiring as freely as a " harvest hand," he arrived

at Mr. Soraebodj-s, informing him that the butcher had sent

up the bull's head, and that he was to see him free, etc. He
was sorry—was this Mr. Somebody—but Mr. Whatsisname

wanted him for a few days, and he would find him up there.

Again shouldering the head "country" proceeded, butflnding

the bear had been from there sent to Whatyoucallems, he

threw down his burden and went home. A year after, the

butcher was in the country looking for fat cattle and met

his " victim," but did not recognize him. In answer to the

butcher's inquiries, victim knew just where he could buy

three very nice, fat cattle which the owner was anxious to

sell—it was about seven miles—but if he wanted something

good, they were worth going after. The butcher was di-

rected. Nearly six o'clock in the evening the parties met

again, about five miles from town. The butcher cried out,

" Look here, you ,
what do you mean by sending me

on a Tom fool's errand? No one lives there." "I know

it," said victim. " Didn't see anything of the bar up thar,

did yer?"
(To be continued.)

PodLTF^Y Dep/^f^tF'eNT-

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

OUR POULTRY AND OUR SHOWS.
"Whatever is permitted will probably continue to be done: if for

good, going up to better; if for bad, goiu'g down to worse."

In No. 38 of your Journal we read, " Shall we award pre-

miums according to merit, as decided by the points in the

Standard of Excellence, or shall we award them by the old

method of comparison?" And again, " Dominiques of to-

day cannot be compared with those of a quarter of a cen-

tury ago."

These two quotations embody in brief the whole substance

of the poultry interest, namely, the improvement of breeds,

and the method of determining such improvement. With
regard to these twopointsthereisagreat diversity of opinion

among fanciers the world over, and upon these points they

will probably continue to disagree. There are, however,

some things in this connection whieii are continually brought

to our notice, from which we cannot turn away unless we
choose "to walk in darkness rather than in the light."

Your correspondent tells us only a half truth when he

says, "Dominiques of to-day cannot be compared with those

of a quarter of a century ago ;" for the statements will apply

with equal force to several varieties of our fowls. "We should

judge it an act of folly to maintain that the Spanish of to-

day could be compared with those exhibited at the early

shows of the New England Society, and we think we are

within bounds in saying that the Leghorns at those early

exhibitions have never been equaled, certainly never sur-

passed. "We are also of opinion that there has been a falling

off in our Brahmas ; but we do not expect much encourage-

ment from the " fancy" in this theory. Yet Mr. "Williams

has told us that we have lost our faculty of breeding the

dark variety, and that we cannot now show specimens which

will compare favorably with those of four or five years ago.

"Why is this? Why, with our past experience, aided as it

has been by all the skill and the science which has been

brought to bear upon the subject of breeding, should our

poultry deteriorate in our hands ? It will be our purpose

in this paper to try and answer these questions, and point

out as well as we can the only method, as it appears to us,

by which we can recover our lost ground, or hope to attain

any permanent success in the future. The subject will un-

doubtedly appear a hackneyed one to many of your readers,

but it contains elements important to the poultry fraternity,

which have not been sufliciently emphasized by our writers

upon poultry subjects, and too much ignored by our fanciers

and breeders.

In approaching the subject two important considerations

present themselves: ""What do we require of our poultry?"

or in other words, ""What is the object to be attained in

rearing poultry ?" and " How shall we best attain that ob-

ject?" If we turn to our poultry societies and their schedules

of prizes for an answer, we should say without hesitation

that the object was the most perfect bird in shape, color,

size, and style. This is evidently the purpose for which

these societies are working, namely, to produce the most

perfect specimens in all their external features in each class.

This is the answer from the standpoint of the exhibition
;

but is this all we require in our poultry ? Is beauty of form

and of plumage a sufficient guaranty for one who desires to

embark in the mystery and uncertainty of breeding for the

exhibition? "Will size and style meet the increasing de-

mand in a commercial point of view ? These are questions

which must be met, and which will require all the thought

and judgment we can give if we hope to keep our poultry

interest abreast the world in its other branches of rural

economy.

This breeding for the exhibition or for " the fancy," as it

is called, is very commendable so long as it is kept within

proper bounds, for it is the means by which we are able to

produce and perfect individual specimens; but there is a

point in breeding beyond which we cannot go without de-

terioration in some essential qualities.

So far we have looked at this subject from the exhibition

standpoint only ; let us turn for a moment to the commer-
cial standpoint. "Fowls," says Mr. Tegetmeier, "are

either kept for the table or for eggs." Here, then, is an

important consideration, and well worthy our attention.

Before the existence of poultry shows, we possessed certain

varieties of fowls more or less valued for health and hardihood,

as layers and table fowls, sitters and non-sitters. A desire

to improve these different varieties sprung up in the com-

munity, and poultry societies were organized for the purpose

of creating an interest in the subject; but, with the growth

of the poultry interest, there has also developed a fancy

point bauble, in the pursuit of which our fanciers have wan-

dered far away from the true ideal of improvement. They

have turned their backs upon the idea that the breeding and

rearing of poultry was for the purpose of placing in our

markets and on our tables a cheap and nutritious article of

food.

The demand for eggs and good poultry for the table was
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never more imperative than now, ami yet our poultry socie-

ties have made no important move to meet this demand.
Their sole object, as expressed by their schedules and their

arbitrations, has been to encourage the breeding of individ-

ual specimens up to the points required by an artificial stiind-

and rather than to develop the best qualities of our poultry.

A distinguished writer has said, " that notwithstanding the

universal rage that prevailed a few years since, in regard to

the rearing of poultry, the people seem to have acquired no

useful experience." Fallacious ideas still e.xist in relation

to breeds, and a prejudice in favor of those which will win

rather than those upon which we must depend for the mar-

ket or for profit. We are also constantly reminded of the

fact that some of the best varieties of ten, fifteen, and twen-

ty years ago, prized for their hardihood, the excellent qual-

ity of their flesh, or their productiveness, have so far dete-

riorated as to be dropped from our lists, or to make but a

poor show therein, and their places supplied by others of

delicate constitutions, questionable quality, and decidedly

inferior as layers.

We have been for some time convinced that our poultry

were deteriorating under the severe tests of our exhibition

standards, and we are sometimes led to ask whether, in the

light of past experience, we have made any advance in

"poultry," and whether our poultry societies have in real-

ity been of much service in advancing its true interest.

That they have brought the subject more prominently be-

fore the community we are quite ready to admit ; but whether

tbey have been the instruments through which we have re-

ceived better stock, more stamina and productiveness, or a

better quality of flesh in our poultry, are questions which we
are disposed to think will admit of considerable doubt. We
can account for this degeneracy in our poultry only by the

assumption that the strife for prizes, which has led to breed-

ing exclusively for fancy points, has so changed a majority

of our breeds of fowls from hardy and productive stock to

petted favorites, that they have become utterly worthless for

any purpose except the show pen. To a certain extent our

poultry societies are responsible for this state of things.

This strife for fancy points, which they have encouraged,

can only be maintained at the cost or sacrifice of other points

more or less valuable. In this respect our societies are doing

a decided injury to the true poultry interest, and sowing the

seed from which sooner or later we must inevitably reap a

most disastrous harvest. In ofiering their prizes nominally
to the best specimens, and taking the standard of excellence

as their ideal, they overlook the fact, that our standard and
the values attached to the several points therein laid down,
are, at the best, but artificial expressions of our ideas, and
that they do not, and cannot, fairly represent a perfect fowl,

because they do not, and cannot, from the necessities of the

case, take cognizance of the most important elements in our

poultry,—hardihood, quality of flesh, and productiveness.

These are entirely ignored, but without these elements the

most perfect fowl in shape, color, and style, becomes value-

less, except for the exhibition. Hence, we cannot accept
the counsel of your correspondent to continue our judging
by the Standard of Excellence, for the reason that we be-

lieve our standards as now constructed do not represent the
true ideal of what our poultry should be, and to judge them'
by such standards is to give encouragement to that which is

artificial, useless, and false, instead of rewarding what is

good, useful, and true.

Assuming, then, that a strict adherence to the require-

ments of our standards of excellence, or breeding up to ex

hibition points, is an undeniable cause of deterioration in

our poultry, we believe the only method which will bring

us back to a healthy condition of things and insure our

future success is to retain and perpetuate the best qualities

in our fowls at any cost, and, if necessary, make our stand-

ard conform to this end, and then if we choose to breed for

the exhibition, well and good ; but if the size of the comb,

the increase of the white in the face or the ear-lobes, or the

straining of any point, decreases the stamina, the quality

of the flesh, or the productiveness of any breed, we must
give less value to these points, or we are "paying too dear

for our whistle," and will inevitably sacrifice our fowls.

We are well aware that beauty of form and of plumage

are very attractive, but they are purchased at the cost of

other points more or less valuable. So with size, which has

many admirers and advocates ; but size can only be obtained

at the expense of symmetry, and too often at a sacrifice of

quality. To those who believe that the exhibition and the

prize-lists are the only objects of their ambition, we have but

little to say; but to those who desire good and profitable

poultrj', we can and do say from our own experience, that

beauty of plumage is no criterion of productiveness, nor

size any indication of quality, and that standard fowls are

not always the most profitable. Fan. C. Hekr.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

FOWLS IN THE GARDEN.
I HATE been counting up the profit and loss on letting

fowls run in the garden, and this is the conclusion which I

have arrived at. The loss is sometimes serious, and the

trouble is a great annoyance. At the time of planting and

during the early and tender growth of plants, the fowls

may do a great deal of damage, and should be absolutely

shut out of the vegetable garden, except to take a hasty run

early in the morning to pick up insects, or just at evening

for the same purpose; always under the eye of the gardener,

to see that they do not stop to scratch up seed or pick off

tender plants. When I am working fresh garden ground,

my fowls attend me closely, and pick up a host of vermin,

which do the fowls good, and rid the land of these pests.

But I do not allow the fowls to stop and wallow, which

they are apt to do at mid-day. As soon as they cease to

busy themselves in hunting, they are sent out of the garden.

When the plants are well grown, the fowls may be left more
at liberty, provided they do not go to picking green peas

and such.

In the fruit garden there is less danger of harm from the

pri sence of fowls during a portion of the season, while the

benefit of their foraging is quite as valuable as in the vege-

table garden. In the flowery season of small fruits, the

fowls may take to picking off the blossoms of currants and

the like; but they are more likely to pick off the fruit in

all stages of its growth, so I would n<jt, trust them among
currants or raspberries or strawberries after they were done

hunting for worms and insects, and when they began to look

up for higher forage. In the destruction of insects for the

last two very buggy seasons in my garden, I believe my fowls

have paid for their whole keeping. In a fruit garden of an

acre, the past season a couple of dozen fowls kept the prem-

ises clear of everything except potato-bugs—they decline to

have anything to do with either of the two breeds of these

numerous pests. While the lands of my neighbors were
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swarming with grasshoppers, it was as much as a grasshop-

per's life was worth for him to venture on my premises; and

the numerous moths of the army-worm met the same fate.

My fowls are Golden Polands, which are as spry as crick-

ets and keen-sighted as hawks, and the little chicks learn to

hunt with the mother as soon as they get the shells olF. One

of my hens marshalled a brood of eighteen, which followed

her like a swarm of bumble-bees, and it was funny to see

them tumbling over each other in chase of grasshoppers.

For real pets I do not know of any breed of fowls equal to

Golden Polands, and they are excellent layers too. Last

year I could not get one hen to sit, but this year several of

my yearling pullets went to sitting and behaved well, and

nearly all the eggs are sure to hatch, if they have been well

cared for. I would not have any of the big, lazy Asiatics

in my garden. S. D. Harris.
Hudson, Ohio.

(From Journal of Horticulture.)

THE EXHIBITION DORKING—No. 6.

BY T. C. BTJRNELL.

Dorking chickens grow and mature faster than any other

known variety, and it is for this reason that they are always

kept where there is a regular large demand for early chickens

of the finest quality. Hamburgs will excel them as layers,

but it is very doubtful whether the large size of the Dorking

egg does not more than compensate for any deficiency in num-
bers ; and in this as in all other breeds hens vary as layers,

but average Dorking hens lay eighty or ninety eggs in the

year, besides hatching and rearing a couple of broods of

chickens in the most exemplary manner, and notwithstand-

ing all the tall talk to the contrary, I very much doubt if

any other breed will do any better. I have heard several

complaints this unusually severe winter of people being

without eggs; but although I only keep a small number of

hens, I have not known what it is to be without them.

However, it is on their merits as chickens for the table that

Dorkings must rise or fall, and to this I will now confine

my remarks.

With prize stock, as with poultry, the desideratum is to

produce as large as possible a quantity of the best meat in

the shortest possible time—that is, to combine excellence of

flesh with early maturity.

What the Shorthorn is to cattle the Dorking is to poultry,

that is, not onlj' will this fowl come to maturity sooner than

any other, but when matured the principal portion of the

meat will be found in the most desirable places—viz., on the

breast, wings, and merrythought, instead of on the legs, as

is generally the case with Cochins and Brahm.is. The ad-

vantage this peculiarity gives to the Dorking is very great,

and it is for this reason, independently of their white flesh,

that they are so much sought after by higglers and dealers

;

the only fowl which can compete with them in this respect

being the French Dorking, the Houdan, but as this variety

is a non-sitter it is not generally suited for domestic purposes.

If it is only desired to rear chickens for the table we can-

not well hatch them too early in the year, provided they can

be kept out of the wet and damp, as the earlier they are the

more valuable they will be. But if we hatch out a brood of

Dorkings with the hope of finding some prize birds among
them, it is very doubtful if anything is gained by beginning

too soon.

I never hatch any chickens till February, and often not

then. The early birds if not stunted by the cold will doubt-

less win at the summer shows, and it is for this reason people

are so anxious to get them out ; but the March and April

birds, which have the whole summer to grow in without a

check, always make the finest in the end, and it is a common
thing to see an April-hatched Dorking winning in Novem-

ber against January and February birds. But not so vvith

Asiatics: it is well known they take nine or ten months to

mature, while a Dorking, if pure bred, will be as far ad-

vanced at six or seven.

The carefulbreoder will always like to be certain of having

his chickens bred from certain cocks and certain hens, in

order to supply on the one side what is wanting on the other,

for perfect birds are hardly ever seen except in poultry books.

To make sure of this the sexes must be separated in the

winter, and the desired birds raated-up again at least a month

before we think of setting their eggs.

It is commonly supposed that the strongest chickens are

obtained from a cockerel mated with hens, or an old cock

mated with pullets. But owing to Dorkings maturing so

much earlier than any other breed, this rule I think hardly

applies to them. I have certainly bred some of my finest

chickens from cockerels and pullets running together, and

if the latter are early-hatched birds of the previous year

they will be at least ten months old and fully matured, and

I cannot see that any harm will ensue. It is not advisable

to sit the first few eggs of a pullet, as such, besides being

small, seldom hatch ; but a March or April pullet will, if

well fed, be nearly sure to lay in the autumn, and will thus

be to all intents and purposes a hen in February or March,

and her eggs may be safely trusted.

I have laid great stress on the Dorking maturing so early,

but we must also bear in mind that early maturity means

early decay. Dorkings are not long-lived birds, the large

show cocks seldom get over their fourth winter. I know

several birds in a neighboring farmyard which are for cer-

tain twice that age. However, I am not now speaking

about the common barndoor Dorking but the larger bird of

the show pen, and I am justified in saying they are short-

lived compared with some breeds, as I can hear of no in-

stance of a well-known show eock lasting more than three

seasons, while Cochins and Brahmas frequently hold out to

five and six. The hens do better, though, and I now know

a Dark Dorking hen which has twice won the cup at the

Crystal Palace show, and which is still flourishing and win-

ning, though certainly over eight years old.

It is for this reason—their comparatively short life, that

fanciers will not be justified in giving the extraordinarily

high prices for Dorkings which Cochins and Brahmas some-

times fetch. We may reasonably expect to have several years

service and many shows out of these latter , but anyone who
gives a high price for a Dorking cock, thinking to exhibit

and win with him through the season, as is often done in

.some breeds, will find he is reckoning erroneously, as no

Dorking, however carefully attended to, can stand knocking

about from show to show, and certainly not for two or three

seasons running.

To return to the mating of our birds. If we have an old

cock which has not been overshown, and which we desire to

use for stock purposes, put him with three or four pullets
;

but if we have only a nine-months cockerel there will not

be the least reason to doubt the probable excellence of his

chickens, even though mated with pullets. Besides, we are

often compelled to breed from the latter, as it is seldom we
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can gut Uic ulJ licus to liiy suou enough for lliuir uggs lo be

set for early chickens. In April and May seven or eight

hens may be allowed to one cock, put in the early months it

will be better not to allow more than four. When the birds

have once been muted-up they should not be separated, as it

is hopeless to expect to rear prize chickens if wo keep on

knocking the parents about from show to show. I should

like to see the great winter shows end with December, when

we could exhibit our best birds two or three times and (Ifter-

wards breed from them, but I am afraid there is but very

little chance of this coming to pass.

The eggs for sitting should be collected every afternoon,

and if they have to be kept should be stored in chaff or bran,

and turned every day. I do not believe there is any advant-

age to be derived from storing the eggs large or small end

up, and most certainly a hen if she steals her nest does not

do so, but eggs cannot be left for three or four days in one

position with impunity. I should not care to sit eggs more

than ten days old, and if they have to go a journey they

should certainly not be more than two or three. If we wish

the chickens to hatch out together the eggs should be as

nearly as possible of the same age, as the staler the eggs are

the longer will the chickens be in coming out. Dorking

eggs are generally very large, and ten or eleven are quite

enough for any hen to cover; in fact, nine will be better in

the winter months.

The nests may be made either on the ground, in a manger,

or in any other convenient place which the hen may select.

But if we desire to rear a large number of chickens it will

be found more convenient to set the hens in boxes or ham-

pers with lids to each, and to take the hens oS" and to put

them on again every day after feeding—the plan which is

generally adopted by keepers, as by this means we shall

avoid disappointment caused by the stupidity of the hens in

getting on the wrong nests.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

JUDGING AT EXHIBITIONS.

There is scarcely a topic that could be presented to-day

that is of more interest to the breeder of poultry than the one

under consideration. Many persons disappear after a j'ear

or two from the field as breeders from this very cause. They

buy high-priced fowls, and often very nice ones, breed

them carefully a year, and then exhibit them in competition

with their neighbors and friends, some of whom have nice

birds also, and, standard in hand, same as have bred by, look

the thing over.

They have spent a great deal of time and money in study-

ing up the peculiarities of their pets, and think they can read

understandingly and apply their knowledge in a straight-

forward, conscientious manner, and after going carefully

over the exhibition, conclude their birds are at least second

best. Then they take their friends and others, who are

breeding and perhaps exhibiting the same breeds around,

and their judgments vary from first to third; all admitting

that the birds show points of blood and careful breeding.

Time passes on ; our friend is a worker in this busy world,

and goes to his place of business for the day. In the morn-

ing, soon after he leaves, the judges arrive, and who are

they? Sometimes men of sense and honor; but too often

men chosen by the " ring " who manage the society, because

they are easily managed, and will trample on rules and reg-

ulations of the organization
;

yea I on the very standard

itself, to please their employers. Like the judge of a court

we read of, their decision was brought with them, and they

make quick work.

Evening comes, and our friend returns to care for his

pets, and, to his astonishment, he finds they have entirely

escaped the eyes of the judges. If he has been brought up

in pleasant ways, he submits patiently and quietly, leaves a

business that he might have made pleasant and profitable,

and been an ornament in ;
and we know him no more as an

exhibitor. He may continue to breed poultry and sell it to

those who are in the ring to take premiums on, but generally

he becomes disgusted with the whole business, when he sees

the man who took first premium on his disqualified stock,

sell them, by virtue of said premium, for " fancy prices."

But, if our friend happens to be of a combative nature,

descended from some old Scotch or Irish ancestry, you will

hear from him immediately, and constantly, and at last will

compel dishonesty to yield to right, and save " not the Com-

monwealth " but the poultry society.

There was a time when some people expected that the

American Poultry Association would be able to assist in the

matter ; that, through their instrumentality, judges of com-

petency and honesty would be selected. In some localities

it may prove so, but in most cases persons will have to belong

to the miserable rings to be able to get an appointment. Of

course there will be a great many honest men appointed,

but the evil of misjudging will still continue until poultry

and agricultural papers allow free discussions in relation to

awarding premiums to disqualified and unworthy birds.

It is the duty of reporters to inform themselves in relation

to the various breeds of poultry, and then after reporting the

premiums as given by the societies, criticise them and the

judges as they may deserve ; being able to prove any flagrant

case of misjudging, if necessary. P. J. Kinney.

A ROOSTER'S SUICIDAL MANIA.

The San Francisco Bulletin is responsible for the follow-

ing : Thomas Koach, keeper of a chicken ranch on the old

San Jose road, purchased, several months ago, a lot of fine

topknots, which he kept aloof from his less aristocratic fowls

in a small yard. The chief of this family was a large black

bird of an exceedingly haughty disposition. He was mon-

arch of all he surveyed till about a week since, when Roach

procured a white bird of the same breed and turned it into

the yard of topknots. The two male birds immediately

joined in battle, which, after a gallant display of courage

by both contestants, resulted in the defeat of the black top-

knot. The unsuccessful bird took its defeat sorely to heart.

In fact, life was no longer worth possessing since honor had

departed. The bird was seen trying to kill itself with its

own spurs. Not succeeding, it tried to jam its head under

a gate, but again failed. It flew upon a barrel half filled

with rain water, and after carefully surveying the situation

plunged into the cask. Koach ran out and found the bird

with its wings closely folded to its side, its beak open, and

apparently endeavoring to repress the natural struggles at

self-preservation. It was speedily rescued from its dangerous

situation, but refused to take any further interest in life;

and after a few days of mental torture and physical suffering

it entered that eternal rest which was the one remaining

desire of its heart.

Engaged for every set—a hen."
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(For Fanciers' Journal.)

HEREDITE.
The subject of hgredile is a vast one; while much study

and research have been given it by eminent thinkers and

scientists, yet their writings show not many satisfactory

results. And 1 do not know that the writers of the Journal

are helping us much to a clearer knowledge of the subject

by giving us the extreme cases of the books, or maybe a

book together with their individual experience, some of

which ought soon to lose their individuality from having

been so oft quoted. Through mj' little reading of the sub-

ject, I have become interested in it, and therefore would

like M. H. C. to enlighten us a little more on his Berk-

shires and Lancashiros. I do not comprehend—I may be

very dull—whether he " got the fine form of tl: e Lancashire

with the Berkshire color and stamina" from "the heredite

of influence," or how. Would he please inform us 7 lam
eorrj- for the University of Pennsylvania to have a profes-

sor to make the assertion he did in regard to many Jewish

children. It seems to be simply an assertion, because medi-

cal men of the Jewish faith—and it seems to me they ought

to know—deny it as a fact. In regard to the "child about

to be born " mutilated, and was not a surprise when

"found so," I would like-to know if it is cited as a case of

heredite ? If so, from whom was the mutilation inherited,

and under what law of heredite classed ? Cresheim.

By a blunder of the telegraph, a Springfield poultry

dealer received 2000 pounds each of turkeys and chickens

from Boston, when he only wanted 200 pounds The mana-
ger ot the telegraph office now devotes his spare time to sel-

ling the remamder
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MR. ALBERT BRASSEY'S HOUNDS.
While on a visit to the town of Chipping Norton, Ox-

fordshire, Colonel Forney examined the large kennel of

hounds owned by Mr. Albert Brassey, son of the famous

contractor, and "Master of the Hounds" for his district.

The hounds, all of the blaok-and-tan species, were confined

in their kennels, each one opening into a yard with stone

walls, over which it was easy to look. There were in all

seventy-four couples. Mr. Hazleton, the huntsman, would

stand at the door of the kennel, after having driven the

dogs into the yard, and call them by name, to which they

would each directly answer. For instance, in the ladies'

pack he would ask for " Sparkle," " Fanny," " Dew Drop,"

"Kosy," "Charmer," etc., all through the catalogue, and

each would spring up and pass under his hand into the ken-

nel ; and the same with the gentlemen's pack of the canine

household, who responded with equal alacrity to their ap-

pellations.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE ADVENTURES OF A POT-HUNTER.
Chapter III.—In which Pot-hunter goes squirrel hunting.

Of course, now that I was the owner of a gun, I must go
gunning.

Soon after my visit to the city, one evening I was sitting

in the village store relating to an attentive audience the

wonderful adventures which had befallen me in the city of

Brotherly Love and Cheating Jews, when ayouth of twenty,

with sandy hair and a face covered with immense freckles,

came swaggering up to me and, thrusting his hands deep

into his pockets, interrupted my discourse by saying

:

" Paul, I hear you bought a new gun when j-ou was up to

Philamaclink." (Philamaclink, you know, was a rolicking

way this gushing youth had of signifying Philadelphia.

The speaker was one Eureka Clam, by name, and the boys

of the village called him " I have found it " Clam. He
was a great liar, though a good-hearted fellow.)

" Yes," I replied, " I did."

" A bran-splinter new one ? " I told him that the man
of whom I had bought told me that it was.

" Well, Ben Thomaskittin, that married sister Suky,
sent me down, the other day, a dog that is sartin death on
squirrels. S'pose we go squirrel shootin to-morrow? That
piece of swamp back of Squire Dauphin's is chuck full of

the biggest kind of gray squirruls.

"

Though I knew Eureka to be a tremendous liar, and that

very likely there was not a squirrel in the Squire's swamp

—

it was all guess work with Eureka
;
yet so anxious was I to

try my new gun, that I eagerly embraced his proposal and
made arrangements for meeting the next morning before

sunrise.

'' Whose gun are you going to get, Eureka?" I inquired,

for I knew that he had none.

" A-hem 1 Well, I guess I won't take any. I'm gist

goin' along to work the dog. O, he's a rouser is that dog.

Brother Ben wrote rae that, out in Pennsylvania, that dog
just treed forty-nine squirrels and two grizzlies inside of an
hour. 0, he's sartin death on treein' animals."

I left Eureka relating the exploits of that wonderful dog
to an unbelieving crowd, and went home to oil my gun for

the next day's sport.

Before sunrise the next morning. Eureka was waiting at

the gate with his paragon of dogs. The dog was certainly

the most curious looking canine I ever had seen. The body
of the creature was nearly devoid of hair, and when I re-

marked this fact to its master, he replied in a mysterious

whisper: " Part Chinee. Its mother was imported direct.

Was once owned by the Emperor of the Chinee. I would not

have anybody but you to know of it for ten dollars ; they'd

steal him before I had him a week."
" And what was its father ? " I inquired.

"Alas," replied Eureka, shaking his head mournfully,

"the imported Chinee married beneath her—united herself

to a butcher's cur. Come here Ketchem," and Eureka
gently caressed the part-Chinee.

Despite the confidence reposed in me, and though Mr.
Clam ingeniously accounted for the lack of hair on Ketch-
em's hide, I could not help suspecting that fleas had more
to do with his hairless condition than his heathenish blood.

We started for the Squire's swamp, Ketchem trotting

dutifully behind, and after an hour's walking through the

dew-laden grass, reached its outskirts. Ketchem darted

quickly into the thick underbrush and was soon lost to sight.
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Eureka and I made our way more slowly, the briar.? catch-

ing hold of our clothing most unpolitely. Soon we heard

a quick bark in the distance. Eureka shouted, " He's treed

one I He's treed one," and off we both started, making our

way as rapidly as possible. I soon lost sight of Eureka.

Guided by the barking of the part-Chinee, which all the

time kept up an incessant howling, with blood trickling

down my face where the briars had scratched me, I reached

the tree, at the foot of which Ketchem was howling. Eureka

had not yet arrived. Cocking mj- gun, I placed it in readi-

ness to my shoulder, and looked cautiously up into the tree

to discover the fated squirrel. I did not see a squirrel.

The tree was an oak which, some years previous, had

been struck by lightning, and the branches were destitute

of foliage. On the lowest limb of this unfortunate tree sat

a species of small woodpecker (sap-suckers we, of Jersey,

called them) hammering away at the rotten wood most

industriously.

I was mad, and my anger boiled over when I discovered

that, in making my way through the briars, the stopper of

my powder-horn had fallen out and the powder was gone.

I drew " bead " on the part-Chinee, who, with eyes starting

from their sockets, was making most praiseworthy etTorts

to climb the tree.

Just as I was going to pull the trigger. Eureka, with his

clothing torn in tatters, laid his hand on my shoulder and

shouted: " Thunderation, Paul I what you trying to do?"

I did not pull the trigger, because Eureka was a stronger

youth than I and might thrash me if I shot his dog But

I formed, then and there, a most diabolical plan for ven-

geance. It was this :
" I would, at some future time, bor-

row Ketchem, take him into the depths of a lonely swamp,
tie him to a tree, and shoot him with number twelve shot

until he was half dead, and then finish him with buckshot.

I would tell Eureka that the part-Chinee went mad and I

had to shoot him in self-defence." Of course, that would

be a lie, but then, you know, a pot-hunter is not troubled

with a machine inside of him that is always whispering

" that is wrong," " you will get caught." The " you will get

caught" always being obeyed quicker than the "that is

wrong."

That day the part-Chinee treed everything, from a bum-
ble bee to a boy up a tree bird-nesting. Occasionally he

treed a mosquito ; but I could forgive him that, because

a Jersey mosquito is of the size, and greatly resembles a

pheasant (?), but to tree such an insignificant thing as a

sap-sucker—ugh ! We (Eureka, I, and Ketchem) tramped

through the Squire's swamp, sometimes up to our middles

in mud, and, at other times, making slow progress through

briars which tore our clothing into shreds. Of course, you

understand that Ketchem did not encounter these difficulties.

He swam through the mud and water and crawled under

the briars. Not a squirrel did we see. At length. Eureka

offered to take the dog and hunt after squirrels while I sat

under a tree and rested myself; when I heard the dog bark

I was to hurry to him and shoot the treed animal. To this

I agreed.

As soon as Eureka and the part-Chinee had disappeared

among the scrub-oaks, I drew the top wad out of the left-

hand barrel, emptied the shot upon the ground, substituted

a mass of well-chewed paper, and stole noislessly after

Eureka.

Soon I espied his back through the thick bushes. "Now,"
said I to myself, "I'll pay you for bringing a fellow into

swamps where squirrels never were known, just to try that

wretched cur of yours," and aiming three inches below the

small of his back I pulled the trigger. Eureka threw up

his arms and shouted, " My God ! I'm shot," and fell sense-

less upon the ground. At the report of the gun, the part-

Chinee rushed madly around in a circle several times and

then struck a tangent for home.

When I reached Eureka, he was lying upon his back, and

his face was so deadly pale that I thought I had pulled the

wrong trigger and had really shot him. I turned him over

rather nervously, but the soft paper spattered over his back

soon reassured me. I dashed liquid mud into his face until

he opened his eyes.

After gazing reproachfully at me for some time, he cried

piteously, "Oh, Paul, how could you s-h-o-o-t m-e-e, just

as the circus was coming to-o." I explained to him that

the shooting was accidental (I had no conscience). Then

I put on a most solemn resurrection-like look.

" Heavens !
" he screamed, " Am I shot bad—dangerous I

"

I looked more solemn yet. "Don't keep the truth from

me I" he fairly shrieked. "Tell me the worst, I can bear

it." I gave him the soothing information that there was a

hole in his back big enough to run my fist in. " Oh," he

whispered, "I'll die, oh, I'll die, I know I shall." I told

him that very likely he would (I mentioned no specified

time) ; when he fainted, and I dashed liquid mud in his face

until he revived.

(To be continued.)

That yellow dog was give to me
When I was but a boy

;

He was a puppy full of glee,

A little wild and coy.

When he was home a day and night
He to the pantry went.

And stole the cherry pie so light.

The Smiths to granny sent.

Alas I poor dog ! he ate it all.

All that the Smiths did bake
;

He could not come when I did call.

He had the stomach ache.

We clipped his ears and bobbed his tail

To make him look more smart,
And then he sung a horrid wail,

And howled with perfect art.

THAT YELLOW DOG.
BY WILL O. GAUNT.

That yellow cur, he was a trump,
He barked and yelped, too;

He raised old granny to a jump
By biting through her shoe.

And then he killed the chickens young
To keep the garden clear.

And father said he should be hung,
'Cause Brahmas were so dear.

He worried hogs and scared the cow,
And ran the horses round,

For he did often bow-wow-wow.
With an infernal sound.

His cropped ears stood up before,

His tail stood out behind,
He always lay just by the door
To tell our friends his mind.

The boys did tie a pan one day,
On to his stumpy tail.

And then 'twas catch that dog who may.
Until his strength did fail.

He used to dream of that long race.

When he was fast asleep

;

He'd wake and howl at such a pace.

You'd think him anguished deep.

And yet he would not stay at home
Until he killed a sheep,

And oft at night he'd go and roam,
His vigil for to keep.

And so one night he pick-ed up,

A sausage neatly trimmed,
To him it was a bitter sup.

And soon his eyes were dimmed.
—Sunday Telegram.
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THE EASTON POULTKY AND PIGEON SHOW.

Prom many letters received from leading fanciers, mostly

in this State, the indications are that the initial show at

Easton will be a first-class aifair. This comes of a liberal

premium list and from the fact that Messrs. McKeen &
Hulick, who are the prime movers in getting up this exhi-

bition, are determined to make it a success, financially and

otherv?ise. The great sale of fine stock will take place on

Tuesday, January 11, 1876, when a large amount will

no doubt change hands.

TO MANY OE OTJK BEADEKS
Bills will be sent in this number of the Journal, and to

all such, and others who are indebted to us, we earnestly

request a prompt remittance. By referring to our advertis-

ing pages a change will be noticed in the width of column,

also a great reduction in the rates of advertising, which

places the use of our columns within the reach of all. Our
terms will be only ten cents per line, and cash payments.

WELL ENOUGH.

Messrs. McKeen & Hulick exhibited sixteen coops of

fowls and chickens at Allentown and took fifteen premiums
;

on twelve pairs of pigeons they took eleven premiums
; and

yet they are "not happy," but are ambitious to make
Easton the best show held in this State daring the present

season, always excepting Pittsburg.

THE DETROIT SHOW.
Bt a letter just received from Mr. E. C. Skinner, we are

informed that " after all, they are going to have a fair, as

first stated, but in a different place." They are having

good luck in raising specials, and hope to carry through a

successful show. It will open January 31 and close Feb-

ruary 7, 1876.

THE DOTLESTOWN SHOW.

The Eastern Pennsylvania Poultry Association held

their third annual exhibition, in Masonic Hall, Doylestown,

Pa., last week, December 21 to 24. The display was not

as large as last year, though this seems to be the rule this

season, and is accounted for on the score of " hard times."

The whole number of entries was about two hundred,

though the most of the stock was high class in quality,

which went far to make up for the small numbers, when
compared with former shows made by this association.

McKeen & Hulick, of Easton, Pa., exhibited largely

in Asiatics. Their display of Partridge and Buff Cochins

was particularly fine ; some of their Whites were also good.

In Partridges and Buffs these gentlemen carried away most

of the awards, while in Whites the prizes were divided

between them and Mr. J. J. Berry, of Hackensack, N. J.

The display of Brabmas, both Light and Dark, was small,

but the birds were fine. Mr. Flower, of Shoemakertown,

carried away first on fowls, and Chas. Shoener, of Tamaqua,

won first prize with a magnificent pair of chickens. In

Darks, D. R. Jameson, of Quakertown, took first on fowls,

and McKeen & Hulick first on chickens.

Plymouth Kocks were shown in greater numbers than

ever before at a Pennsylvania show. This variety is fast

pushing its way to the front, and seemed to attract a great

deal of attention from visitors and fanciers. In this variety

Dr. Dickie took first on fowls and chickens. The remain-

ing awards being divided between Mr. Berry and Edwin
Johnson, of Dolington, Pa. In Dominiques, there were sev-

eral entries. Some of the pens contained very good birds.

Doylestown was always strong in Hamburgs, and its credit

is fully sustained in this class, this year. In both Silver

and Golden-penciled birds the display was very tine. The

competition was close, but Mr. Rogers carried ofi" first

honors in both fowls and chickens in the Silver variety,

followed very closely by Mr. Hurst, of Germantown. In

Golden-penciled, Mr. Hurst was first on fowls ; while Howard
Twining took all on chickens. In Spangled birds, both

Silver and Golden, there was a fine display, but we do not

know who were the winners.

In the Game class, there were several first-class pens.

Competition was sharp, but the awards were fairly made;

though, perhaps, not entirely satisfactory to the owners.

It may seem a little strange that only B. B. Reds were

exhibited, none of the other varieties being represented.

The Leghorn class was much behind the show of last

year. Of Whites, there were some good birds shown, but

in Browns and Dominiques there was nothing above second-

class pens in competition. In Polish, there was a merito-

rious display, especially of White-crested White. The

honors in this class were divided between Messrs. Stone and

Taylor.

The French class was represented by but two entries of

Houdans, exhibited by Mr. Gross. Two coops of Black

Russians were entered, which attracted considerable atten-

tion from their novelty.

The display of Bantams, both Game and other, was only

moderate, though the specimens in both classes were fair.

In the Miscellaneous class, there were several entries ; but

in the rabbit and minor pet class, there was a wonderful

falling off from last year.

The show was noticeably strong in Pokin Ducks. There

were a number of competing pens, all nearly equal in feather

and condition. The awards were made upon the weight,

which seemed to be the fairest way of testing birds so near

alike in appearance. One fact was developed at this show

which will, perhaps, not be particularly relished by breeders

of Pekins. After weighing them, the judges, out of curi-

osity and for purposes of comparison, weighed a few pairs

of Rouens. To the surprise of everyone, the Rouens out-
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weighed the Pc/cins Ihrec puuiids lo the pair. Breudcrs of

both may put this item in their pipes and smolce it. In

summing up the Doylestown show, the strong features were

Cochins, Hamburgs, Plymouth Rocks and Games. We
should call it a nice little show, but are in doubt whether it

will be a financial success.

On Wednesday evening, at seven o'clock, a meeting of

fanciers was convened to discuss the project of an association

or combination of the diflferent local societies, in the eastern

part of the state, with a view to the organization of a large

strong society, which shall be able to compete with the

foremost societies in the country. After a full discussion,

on motion, a committee of three, viz., Dr. Dickie, W. T.

Rogers, and T. P. Harvey, was appointed to confer with the

officers of the surrounding local societies in reference to the

matter. There seemed to be a complete unanimity of senti-

ment on tlie part of all present in favor of the association.

Thk Penn Book and Periodical Agency of Shoemakertown,

Pa., have issued a new catalogue of over five hundred first

class newspapers and magazines, on which they offer induce-

ments to subscribers, for the Centennial year. We would

advise all our readers to get a copy before ordering for 187<J,

They also publish the Penn Records, monthly journal de-

voted to literature and its production, at twenty-five cents

per annum.

CENTRAL NEW YORK POnLTRY ASSOCIATION.

We have just received the advertisement of the above

society, which we are informed will hold an e.\:hibition

only second to Chicago. They also intend to oflTer pre-

miums for single birds, both old and young, as far as pos-

sible. Their premium list, which is nearly ready, will be

very liberal, and can be had after January 1st, by address-

ing Newton Adams, Recording Secretary, Utica, N. Y.

TO PIGEON FANCIERS.

There having been considerable talk recently concern-

ing the formation of a standard of excellence for pigeons, it is

suggested that a movement towards the accomplishment of

that object be made during the forthcoming national exhi-

bition at Chicago. There will undoubtedly be a large

number of pigeon fanciers in attendance as exhibitors, and

we hope to see, in addition, all who are interested in the

formation of a standard. Dr. Horace Enos,
Superintendent Pigeon Department.

Chas. p. Willard, Edvt. L. Lamb,
Secretary and Treasurer. President.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions lo this department respeelfully solicitedfrom all.

—Why were the squirrels taken from our public squares ?

Philadelphian.
—D. MooEE.—This office, wishes to correspond with per-

sons interested in the marine aquarium.

—A friend mentioned to me that she one day killed with
a broom a house mouse which had a perfect cross on the
centre of its face ; the cross- was perfect in shape.

Dante.

—The Gray Squirrel [Sciurus Migratorius).—Is it

known to naturalists that Gray Squirrels castrate each other?
I have examined a great many, and nine out of every ten are
thus mutilated. The operation is performed by the old
males upon the young while in the nest.

J. M. McCann.

—I mentioned the query of N. A.—" Why is it that the
fish will not take the hook during the prevalence of an
easterly wind ?"—to an old sailor. His reply I give as nearly
as possible in his own words: " Well," he said, " fish won't
take a hook no time 'cept when 'tis baited ; but the reason
that they won't take the bait when the wind comes out in
the north'ard is because the wind riles the water so they
can't see the bait." L. P.

—Huon, writing of arrivals at the Zoological Garden,
says, in note, page 710, December 9 :

" The nest of the hare is

open and constructed without care, and has no fur lining."

Now the nest of the hare is simply a hole in the ground,
and aiumys lined with its own fur, and carefully covered
over with grass or leaves. I have examined quite a number
and have never yet found one not lined with fur. The
young are from three to eight in number, and are usually
born in April. J. M. McCann.

—Cross Between a Pigeon and a Ring Dove.—

I

heard a person—a stratiger to me—state that a veteran poul-
try fancier of Pennsylvania, had succeeded in mating acock
pigeon of a small breed to a ring-dove, and during the last

season had succeeded in rearing several young ones, which
greatly resembled the ring-dove in appearance. T. H.

[Though we greatly doubt the above statement, we give

it hoping that the " veteran poultry fancier of Pennsyl-

vania," will acknowledge or deny the statement.

—

Ed.]

—" Gamble's Partridge is an inhabitant of Texas, and was
first discovered by Dr. William Gamble in 1841. For
beauty of plumage, it probably far surpasses any other
species. The rich chestnut colored feathers which cover
the sides, the white markings upon the face and sides of
the head, and the singular plumes with which the head is

ornamented, give it a very sprightly and pleasing appear-
ance."

[If any of our southwestern readers are familiar with the

above bird, or have the means of supplying them, we should

be pleased to hear from them.]

—The two thousand bats in the natural history collections

of the British Museum have recently been rearranged and
classified, and within the past year numerous additions

have been made in the various animal groups, comprising
over thirty thousand new specimens, of which, however, a

large proportion are insects. Among the more interesting

acquisitions are fresh-water dolphins, extremely rare, from
the rivers Indus and Ganges ; a fresh-water shark from the

Tigris ; a perch which lives in hot springs ; and a new spe-

cies of pheasant from Borneo, larger than the ordinary bird,

with a glossy black body, and a long, lyre-shaped, snow-
white tail.

—Craw Pish.—I have a craw fish in my fresh-water aqua-
rium which is a constant source of amusement to me. He
seems to be nocturnal in his habits, and during the night
wanders about the tank committing depredations of various
kinds, hiding during the day in a clump of water-plants.

He digs the sand and gravel away from the corners, and
throws the level bottom of the tank into heaps and hollows

;

so that each morning 1 have to level the surface, only for

the craw-fish to repeat his outrages again during the night.

I have seen him lift quite large stones by means of his

claws. When frightened by being touched with a stick, the
craw jumps backward with great velocity.

—

Lobster.

—Rabbit on the Wall.—Thinking some of the little

folks would like to know how to make the above, I will try

to inform them. First, place the hands back to back, with
the right hand under. Now lock the two little fingers at

the ends
;
pass the fore-finger of the right hand and place

it on the fore-finger of the left hand, with the two middle
fingers inclining down. Now place the thumb of the left

hand on the two fore-fingers, with the middle fingers nearly

in an upright position, which will represent the ears; while
the under fingers and thumb will represent the legs. Now
place yourself near the wall, with a lamp, and by a little

practice you will be able to form the " rabbit on the wall."^
S. B. K.
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—" Kttropban House Sparrows Again."—The article
in our last with the above heading should have been cred-
ited to the Germantown Telegraph.

—" Leaves " can easily preserve autumn leaves by sprink-
ling wax over the leaves, and then ironing them with a
heated iron. S.

—Fish in Aquarium.—In last number of the Journal, a
correspondent signing himself " L " desires to knov? why the
flsh in his aquarium, are incessantly swimming up and down
the glass sides. I have noticed the same with the fish in my
aquarium, and have always supposed it arose from their
etibrts to get at the image of themselves, which they saw
swimming in water of immense length and breadth. A
friend suggests another reason, it is to devour the air bubbles
that cling to the glass.

—Mr. Editor : You ask, in your last number, if it is true
that a " bull terrier whose pups were taken from her " does
duty as a nurse to two lion cubs in the Central Park (New
York) menagerie?
Why not? Every menagerie manager will tell you that

it can be true ; and Mr. Nash, head keeper in the Philadel-
phia Zoological Society's garden, informed the writer that
in case the lioness under his charge should present him
with a cub or two, he was prepared to substitute a dog
nurse, as he had found from experience that the lioness was
unfit to do duty as a mother in that respect. Huou.

—Limb Water for Fowls.—The Watertown, N. Y.,
Dispatch says : "In caring for your fowls provide them with
a vessel of lime water for an occasional drink. It is pre-
pared by pouring hot water over quick lime, and after the
water is settled and the water covering it has become clear,

pour it off. It will keep fit for use for a considerable time."

[If the above could be given in proper doses, it might do
good

; but to place it before fowls, and compel them to drink

it whether they desire to or not, would do more hurt than

good. We would much prefer to give lime in some other

form. That is if the fowls are confined. If at large, all

such nostrums are unnecessary.

—

Ed.]

—Destruction or Birds at the Shrink of Fashion.—
It is said that owing to the present style of decoration for
ladies' hats, that some varieties of small birds are likely to

be entirely exterminated. In England, the household robin
is becoming scarce from this cause, while the kingfisher,
finches and yellow hammers are scarcely procurable. The
seagull has furnished an almost countlesss number of wings,
with which to complete the saucy-looking hat of the stylish
belle, who never thinks that she is wearing the price of a
life. An exchange recommends that, if ladies must wear
feathers in their hats, they should stick to the ostrich feather,
as those, being in perfection only when the season of moult-
ing comes, are dropped with no injury to the bird; and
now that domestication of the ostrich is made a practicable
project, the supply can be made equal to the demand.

—

Spirit

of the Times.

—Fltino Squirrels (Pteromys Volucella) are found
from the Gulf of Mexico to Upper Canada. They are about
ten inches long, from tip to tip, are of a brown color above,
white beneath, a black ring surrounds the orbit of each eye.
Their home is the hollow of trees, often in the open fields,

far from woodland or water. They seek their food only at
night, which consists of nuts, the young shoots of trees,
and all kinds of grain; they are said also to be carnivorous,
feeding on small birds and animals. They are gregarious,
living twenty or thirty together. In gliding from tree to
tree, their flight is a descending one, until near the tree they
desire reaching ; they then wheel rapidly upwards, alighting
lower on the tree than they were on the one when starting.
They can fly from two to three hundred yards with ease,
though naturalists say only about flfty feet. Varieties of
the Flying Squirrel are found in almost every part of the
globe. I have often found them living in the same tree
with the Gray Squirrel. They are easily domesticated and
make interesting pets. J. M. McCann.

—Squirrels in Winter.—Where do you keep your
Squirrels during the winter? I have tried several ways,
but the best I ever found was to give them a large box (the
one I had was 3x4x4 feet high) with a wire front, with
gravel or dirt for covering the bottom (renewing it several
times during the winter), then take a section of a hollow
tree, so as to give them a place about the size of a peck
measure, for a nest (for two) put in a false bottom of coarse
twigs first, then fine moss with a little hair, make a hole in
the side for them. Do not cover the top, leave it open for

ventilation. I always give moss enough to cover them up
well, and make them a large nest. I think one reason so
many lose their Squirrels in the winter, is that their nest,
which is generally of rags, becomes damp and frosty from
want of proper ventilation. So much for the nest. Now
do not give them all the rich nuts they can eat, but give
them plain food, and try to have a variety. Then occasion-
ally put in fresh cut limbs of different trees, and see how
they love to knaw them, as well as to climb around on them.
This furnishes work and play—in other words keep them
employed, and they will be healthier and more contented.
It is not always practicable for us to give our pets as much
room during the winter as they need, but with the Squirrel
fixed as above, they will do best away from artificial heat.

Edward Basset.

CoF^F^ESpOfjDEfJCE.

PIGEON PREMIUM LISTS.

I NOTICE in some of the premium lists of shows pre-

miums offered on best display of one variety. Does this

mean the best display in different colors of one variety?

For instance : Would a number of pairs of one color of one

variety win over one pair of each color of same variety ?

D. E. Newell.

[If the birds were equally good, the five different color-
ings would certainly win. But another question arises

;

Suppose the collection to be Fantails. A. shows five pairs

of Whites, which, if they are really fine, it would be im-
possible for B. to show five pairs of different colorings of
Fantails that would beat them, presuming the Whites to be
the best to be had,—as Yellows, Reds, and Blacks are very
rarely as good as White,—and yet the collection of five

colorings would be the most rare, valuable, and would be

the most interesting to visitors. In this case, would it be
fair for the owner of five pairs of White Fantails to take
first over the colored collection ? We hardly think it

would. We are directly opposed to collection premiums of

any kind, as they lead to dishonesty in all its various
forms. This was so apparent at the two large shows at

Philadelphia, in 1867 and 1868, and at the Kink show in

New York, that we have been ever since a strong advocate
of single-bird premiums, as far as practicable.

—

Ed.]

CORRECTION.
Jos. M. Wade, Esq.

Dear Sir : In my report of the Venango County Poultry

Association's exhibition in the Fanciers'Journal of last week,

the number of entries reads "thirty-five or forty," when
it should be one hundred and thirty-jive or forty.

Bantam.

A mistake.

The Venango County Poultry Association held their ex-

hibition in the same building that the democratic paper is

published, and during the show had a large sign with a

rooster " painted on it suspended from a window. The
first morning after it was put up, a local " politition," whose

brain was a little " befuddled," espied it,'and called out to a

friend, " Hallow there. Bill I there's another democratic

victory, Whitiokor has his 'rooster ' out." Bantam.
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IMPORTATION.

Mr. J. Nealo Plumb, of New York, has received, per

steamer "Canada," (about) eleven Aylesbury ducks, and

thirteen Embden geese, all fine birds. Manhattan.

OKNBSEE POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

Mr. Editor: The first annual show of the Genesee Poul-

try Association will be held at Batavia, N. Y., February

2'.> to March 4, inclusive. The following is a list of oiBcers

:

President—Henry Todd.

Vice President—J. Z. Terry.

Recording Sea-etary—Henry A. Cross.

Corresjionding Secretary—A. N. Henshaw.

Treasurer—Henry T. Cross.

Executive Committee—Henry Todd, J. Z. Terry, Henry

A. Cross, A. N. Henshaw, Henry T. Cross, W. H. Bra-

dish, E. N. Crossman,

Yours respectfully, A. N. Hbnshaw,
Batavh, N. Y., Dec. 17, 1S75. Cor. Secretary.

new england columbarian society.

Mr. Wade.
Dear Sir : At an adjourned meeting of this society, held

Wednesday afternoon, December 31, 1875, an election was

held, which resulted as follows :

President—Henry S. Ball, Shrewsburj', Mass.

Vice-Presidents—Philander Williams, Taunton; Dr. J.

D. Mason, Arlington ; Charles H. Adams, Boston ; Albert

Noyes, Bangor, Me.

Secretary—J. P. Movar, Hyde Park.

Auditor—W. F. Bacon, Lexington.

Treasurer—D. Frank Ellis, Cambridge.

Executive Committee—W. E. Shedd, Waltham ; E. C.

Aldrich, Hyde Park; D. C. Cooper, Franklin; P. N.

Sprague, Hingham Centre; Charles G. Reed, Worcester;

Jacob Graves, Boston; George F. Seavey, Cambridgeport

;

John Phillips, Pitchburg ; H. F. Felch, Natick ; D. H.

Hayward, North Cambridge.

In haste. D. Frank Ellis,
Boston, December 31, 1875, Secretary of Meeting.

ADVICE TO COMBATANTS.
Jos. M. Wade.
Dear Sir : The Journal has become a much-espected

friend to me, and if it is not on time (which does not hap-

pen often) I am at a loss how to spend the Sunday after-

noon. Your Christmas sermon in the last number has been

read with a great deal of interest, and I hope that the con-

tending parties will read it and take therefrom the true

standpoint of the brotherhood of fanciers, and with the new
year bury the hatchet and live henceforth in peace and

good companionship. But I have already taken too much
of your time, and in closing I will say that I shall do all in

my power for the Journal to increase its circulation, and

wishing it a hearty success and a long life and yourself a

happy new year, I am, respectfully, W. H. Z.

East Saginaw, Mich., December 28, 1875.

Sl^ALL Pej Dep^f^tF«eNT
AND YOUNO FOLKS' CORNER.

(Reported for Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
Pliiladelphia, for tlie weelv ending January 5, 1876.

1 Small Owl [Nictea acadia). Presented by Frederick

Brown, Philadelphia.

1 Weeper Capuchin (Cebits apella). Presented by Dr.

O'Connor, Harrisburg, Pa.

1 Grroen M.onkey {Cercopithecus callit)'ic/nis). Presented by

Dr. O'Connor, Harrisburg, Pa.

2 Snowy Owls {Nictea nivea). Purchased.

1 *Great Kangaroo [Macropua giganteus). Born in the

Garden. HuoN.
•The Kangaroo at birtli is but little more than an Inch in length,

about as thick as your finger, and resembles a transparent earth-worm
much more than a four-legged animal. Very few naturalists, with all

their care and patience in watching and waiting, have been rewarded with

the satisfaction of being present at the birth of a "Joey," hence, it has

not been positively settled as to how, or at what moment, the little thing

gets into the mother's pouch. An extended notice of the marsupial

animals will shortly appear in the Zoo Notes of the Faucis,

Three years ago two young ladies of Oakland, Califor-

nia, started a bee farm at Los Angelos, and this season they

have sent 3500 pounds of honey to market.

Shooting Bullfrogs.—A Reading paper says : Charles

V. Dauth, although old in years, is young in spirit and still

fond of gunning and fishing. He and Philip McGovern, of

this city, rode in the cars to Leesport lately and from there

took a stroll into the country, carrying guns and fishing

tackle. After walking about ten miles, and visiting numer-

ous meadows and small streams, they returned with twenty-

two bullfrogs, which they shot, and a fine mess of catfish,

which they caught with hook and line.

ExcFjy^rJqEs.

4^ Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words,
describing and offering for Exchang'e only, will be allowed at 25
cents for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be
charged.
fl^"T0 EXCHANGE FOR CASH" Or "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PDR-

CHASER," or "wanted AN OFFER," ctc, etc, cannot under any circuni-
stance be admitted to the Exchange or Want column.
S^ No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with

25 cents.

CHAS. W. HOITT, P. 0. Box 425, Nashua, N. H., will exchange
White Frizzles, Goiden-penciled Hamburgs (from imported stock), and
Plymouth Rocks (Gilman's strain)—for good Red Pyle Bantams or Fancy
Pigeons. I have good stock and want same. What offers?

B. HUIiSE, Box 23, Allentown, N. J., will exchange Essex Pigs, 5
months old; Shepherd sluts. Light Brahma hens, Brown Leghorn cock-
erels, two White Jacobin hens, One White Calcutta Fan hen, Red Mottled
Fans—for Solid Black Fan cock. White Carrier cock, Gold-laced and
Silver-laced Sebrights, and Duckwing Game Bantams. What offers?

V. M. J£PSOX, Webster, Mass., will exchange one pair each of
Red Barbs, Black Magpies, White Carriers—for one pair of Black, Red
or Yellow Fans. Have Blue Fan and Blue Spot cocks. Yellow Spot and
Yellow Jacobin hen; will exchange either two of these for mates to
other two.

FRANK PEPPARD, Box 114, Basking Ridge, N, J.,will exchange
one trio of White Cochins, one Scroll Saw, (foot power), one Stevens'
new Model Target Rifle (pocket)—forPrintiug Presses, Printing Material,
or Electricity Engine. Speak quickly!

AITDREW RASISEY, Manor Station, Pa., will exchange Hou-
dans, three pullets and one cockerel, for Silkies. One Silver-laced
Bantam pullet, weighs 12 ounces; one Black Cochiu and three PartridgeThe habit of a Boston dog was to put his fore paws on . , _ .

^^^v,i^ ^^A i^\.^r.r. ^^A «4-v,„- is;^™^ ,«j ISP ^.^^ u Cochin cockerels—lor Silkies, Black Cochiu pullets or hens, or Lop-eared
people, and tables, and otner things, and snifl until he was Rabbits

> f

satisfied with his investigation. At last he tried it on a
. H. BURCHARD, Corry, Erie Co., Pa., will exchange a trio of first-

loaded gun that stood in a corner, and now he has no nose
I

class Dark Brahmas, mated for breeding; cock, solid black breast; pul-

j
lets, well marked—for two Plymouth Rock hens equally as good. No

, disqualified birds wanted.with which to sniff.
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JEREMIAEC HARMAN, Middletown, Dauphin Co., Pa., will
exchange one Partridge Cochin cockerel for Rouen Ducks; one pair
Brown Leghorns for one pair White-crested Black Polish; one pair
Silver-spangled Hamburgs for one Partridge Cochin hen; one Dark
Brahma cockerel for one Black Cochin hen. Must he A-No.-l, as
mine are.

l>r. B. F. BEARDSI^ET, Binghamton, N. Y., has two large
very fine Pekin Drakes, one Plymonth Rock cockerel, one Black Cochin
pullet {fine, large, early hatch, weighs 8*^ pounds)—to exchange for a
first-class large Light Brahma cockerel, fit to exhibit; or Silver-spangled
Hamburgs, first-class.

WM. H. GIBSOir, Turbotville, Northumberland Co., Pa., has
one trio of fine Light Brahma chicks to exchange for a good trio of Amer-
ican Dominiques, rose comb; also one pair ot very fine Dark Brahmas
for A. No.-l White-crested Black Poland cockerel.

W- R. ST£T£|irSON, Oil City, Pa., will exchange Silver-spangled
Hamburgcockerelsor White-crested White Poland cockerels, Buft'Cochin
cockerels, or Black Hamburg pullets—for White-crested Black Polands,
Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry, or Circular Saw to run with treadle.

G. HI7N01<I>, 46 Page St., Providence, R. L, will exchange two
Hounds one Fox, ears 211^ inches long; and one Rabbit Hound ; one Black
Setter slut, 5 months old,''of fine breed—for Ferrets and Singing Birds.

PETER I.EPP, P. O. Box 83:-{, East Saginaw, Mich., will give one
pair Moorcaps, one pair Red, one pair Black Short-faced Tumblers, heavy
booted, performers, and one solid Black Fantail cock, for one pair Red
Barbs, and one White or Red Barb hen ; must be strictly first-class.

Write quick.

BOX 3946, New York, will exchange one pair Red Jacobins, one
pair Wbite, and one pair Yellow Fantails—for Common Pigeons, which
must be mated.

A. C. VAN OOREN, Washington, N. J., has for exchange, one
trio Black Sumatra Games, two trios Strychnine and Clipper cross, one
Strychnine cock, one Clipper hen, all warranted "Dead Game;*' would
like two or more Black-Red Derby hens or pullets, while legs, red eyes.
What offers?

W. M. WARD, Peabody, Mass., will exchange Light Brahma cock-
erels, weight, from 8 to 10 lbs.—for a good Buffalo Robe. Make me an
offer.

G. W, FREDERICK, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa., has for
exchange, two pairs good Partridge Cochin fowls, for White Cochin
pullets or hens.

B. SHIEIjD, Florence, Mass., will exchange fine pure bred Black
Hamburg cockerels, for good Light Brahma hens, 187o hatch, or for
fine cockerels of same variety to change strains. Nothing but good stock
taken or sent in this exchange.

S. CJ. WOOD, Nashville. Tenn., will exchange two Peacocks in full
feather, two Peahens, and four young Peacocks—for Aylesbury or Rouen
ducks, or Fancy pigeons, Leghorn or' Asiatic fowls, or other offers.

R. KIRBY, 12 Courtlandt St., N. Y., will exchange one or more of
Welch's Non-Freezing Fountains, for Partridge Cochin pullets, early
hatch, or hatch of 1874. Must be good stock. Fountains warranted
under directions.

DR. H. ENDS, Milwaukee, Wis., wants to exchange three pairs
JapaneseSilkies,twopairsSilverDuckwingGameBantam.'i,ouepairWhite
Guineas—for Brown Leghorn or Black Cochin pullets. What offers?

C. A. STEEI.E, P. 0. Box 17, North Adams, Mass., will exchange
one trio Black B. Red Games, bred from A. D. Warren's and Bicknell's
stock, for one trio good Brown Leghorns. What offers?

WM. CRASTOX, Meadville, Pa., will exchange Partridge and Buff
Cochins, tine birds, Golden-Spangled Polish (2d prem. at Meadville),
Golden-Pencilled Hamburgs (1st at Meadville, and 1st at Titusville)—
for first-class B. B, Red Stags, not later than June hatch, willow legs and
bay eyes.

JWO, A. JONES, French Hay, Hanover Co., Va., will exchange a
beautiful Gold Chain (gentlemen's), valued at 820, for A-No,-l trio Ayles-
bury ducks; good, large size, and all right in every respect.

JOHN TATE, Jr., Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa., will ex-
change one 1-i. li. Red Game cock, two years old, for pit, and guaranteed
No. 1 to stand steel, one Red Barb, male, No. I—for offers. Also, one
Sharp's Revolver. 4 shooter, in good order, for trio Duckwing Game cock,
to stand the test of bteel. Cock or stag to weigh from 5 to 7 lbs.

li. S. MIJDSOX, Lansing, Mich.—Pure Suffolk sow, from blooded
stock, pedigree furnished, 10 weeks old—for a Berkshire sow as good, no
inferior blood wanted. Write; satisfaction warranted.

THOMAS P. HEOTTTGOmERT, 7 and 9 South Third Street,
Harrisburg, Pa., will exchange one pair Yellow Tumblers, one Goldfinch,
one Writing Desk; one Smoothing, one Jack, and one Fore Plane; one
Foot Ball, large—for Fancy Pigeons of any kind but Tumblers.

G. R. HAY, West Laurens, Otsego Co., N. Y., will exchange .

alden Sebright Bantam cock for Fanciers' Journal for 1876 : a Rifle iGolden Sebright
Violin for Bronze Turkeyi

' Journal for 1876 ; a Rifle and
, Honey Extractor.

J- T. BELL, Franklin, Pa., luis a single-barrel, muzzle-loading
Target Pistol, eight-inch rifled barrel, plain finish, valued at $8; and a
good Microscope, in a neat box, valued at $10—to exchange for Black-
breasted Red Game pullets of good stock.

J. W. WAMPIiER, Enterprise, Preble Co., Ohio, has for exchange
one very fine buck Lamb, Southdown and Cotswold cross; Poland China
Pigs; well-bred Black-and-Tan Terrier pups; Revolver, etc.—for Fancy
Pigeons ; Carriers, Inside Tumblers, and Light-colored Pouters preferred.

G. W. HURLEY, York, Pa., will exchange first-class Black-
breasted Red Game Bantam cockerels for Canaries or anything else valu-
able. Also for exchange. Silver Duckwing Bantams, Crevecceur hens,
Black Spanish and Golden Sebrights for what offers.

GEO. E, BRUORTON, 41 Court St., Boston, Mass., will exchange
White Leghorns and crevecteurs for Partridge Cochins. Fine stock given
and required.

D. S. WENRICH, Bernville, Berks Co., Pa., will exchange two
trios of AVhite Hnlland Turkeys for Dark Brahmas or other offers.

PROF. R. F. GEORGE, Secretary Wisconsin Central Poultry
Association, Madison, Wi^., will exchange one compound Microscope,
mahogany box, IS mounted objects, extra glasses, forceps, cost ^23-for
good Lop-eared Rabbits, Plymouth Rock fowls, or Italian Greyhound slut.
Do not write unless stock is first-class.

BOX 333, Vineland, N. J., will exchange a Gold Watch, a good
Spencer Riile, and a trio of pure-bred, good stock, Light Brahmas—for a
Top Buggy.

ISAAC S. SHABE, Tulpenhocken, Berks Co., Fa., will exchange
Angora Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, White Mice, Red Squirrels, Light Brahmas,
and Fancy Pigeons—for A-No.-l Partridge Cochin cockerel, Blue-pied or
Blue Pouter hens. Black Magpies, Bluewing Turbits, Yellow Swallows.
Make offers. ' Postal cards will answer.

J. T, BEIiL, Franklin, Pa., has four trios Golden-Spangled Ham-
burg chicks, choice birds, Ongley stock—to exchange for Black- breasted
Red Game pullets. Must be good stock.

JOHN* K. CAMP, Winsted, Conn., has for exchange one copy of
Livingstone's Travels in Africa, by Chambliss, issued this year, cost, $3 ;

also, a few pairs of A-No-1 Light Brahmas, young stock (Williams' and
Dunbar'sstrains),—for Wright's or Tegetmeier's Poultry Books and a few
nice standard Gray or Colored Dorking hens or pullets.

F. A. PENNINGTON, Delaware City, Del., will exchange one
pair of White Fans, one pair of Magpies—for a Red or Dun Carrier hen

;

must be a good bird, as mine are.

F. A. PENNINGTON, Delaware City, Del., will exchange a wal-
nut Mocking-Bird cage, new, three feet long, twenty inches wide, half-
round top, morticed posts, thin glued, cost 3^15-for pair Red or Yellow
Fans, Must be good birds.

ROBT. GRAT, Turtle Creek, Alleghany Co., Pa., will exchange
one trio of White Guinea fowls for two Partridge Cochin pullets; two
Pekin drakes (Cliffs stock) for Partridge Cochin pullets; one trio S. S.

Hamburgs (Sheppard's), one trio White Leghorns (Smith's and Pitkin's)
—for Rose-comb American Dominique pullets.

CHAS. SELSEB, Doylestown, Pa., will exchange Dominique
Leghorn, Black and GolUen-spangled Hamburg cocks and cockerels—for
pullets of the same varieties, or Silver-spangled Hamburg.

M. N. CHAPPElLIi, Box 61, Peacedale, R. L, will exchange Black
Breasted Red Game Bantams (cockerels), for Dark Brahmas or Plymouth
Rocks (good birds, Spauldiug stock), and nothing but good ones in ex-
change.

W. C. EATON, of Newark, N. J„ has to exchange, a Graves' Incu-
bator, also, White, Buff, and Partridge Cochins, Light Brahmas, Houdans,
etc., for Singing Birds, Fancy Pigeons, etc.

JOSEPH L. TOSE, Kerserville, Pa., will exchange Black Cochin
and White Leghorn cockerels for Light Brahma cockerels and Partridge
Cochin pullets. My Black Cochins are June hatch, and weigh 8 pounds
each.

H. C. GREEN, Indianapolis, Ind., will exchange one trio Partridge
Cochins for Golden Sebright Bantams; one double-barrel Shot-gun (good
shooter), one Pekin drake, one Wild Gander, one Black Muscovy duck,
two Silver Cups (triple plated)—for Buff Cochins, Light Brahmas, or good
Watch. Stock first-class ; the same wanted or no trade.

G, J. BAKER, Oakville, Ont., Canada, will exchange Partridge
and Black Cochins, S. S. Bantams, Pouters, and English Tumblers—for
Rifle, double-barreled Gun, chest of Carpenters' Tools, or Black and Tan
slut (must be small and well bred).

E. W. WATSON, Titusville, Pa., will exchange Target Rifle, with
telescope and implements complete, cost .1f200, all in good shape for shoot-
ing—for a good double or single Harness, Portland Cutter, Robes, or any-
thing that is used in a livery stable, except horses.

G. J. BAKER, Oakville, Ontario, Canada, has a Setter dog, 15
months old, well broken, out of the best stock in Canada, to exchange
for a Double-barreled Breech-loader, with everything complete.

WVPJ JED.
READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD. OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange col-

umn until thoroughly exposed.

S, B. R. SMITH, Williamsport, Pa., wants, in good condition
Folding Exhibition Coops for his exchange offers in No. 42.

FANCIER, Lock Box 35, Natchez, Miss., wants Game fowls or eggs,

from fowls that will fight. B. B. R. Games preferred.
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' Press on I you're rusting while you stand,

Inaction will not do.

Take life's small bundle in your hand,

And trudge it briskly through.

' Jump over all the ' ifs ' and ' buts.'

There's always some kind hand
To lift life's wagon out the ruts,

And poke away the sand."

PodLjF^Y DEfy^F^TI^^r^T-

(From Journal of Horticulture.)

THE EXHIBITION DORKING.-No. 7.

BY. T. C. BURNELL.

No difficulty will be found in making a broody hen take

to a strange nest, the only precautions necessary will be to

move her when it is dark, to give her a china nest-egg or

two, and to keep her shut in upon the new nest until she

becomes accustomed to it. It will not be advisable to put

the good eggs under her for a couple of days, until she has

become thoroughly used to being taken off and put on the

nest again hy strangers. This should always be done every

morning, and the hen put into a coop or other convenient

place where she can be easily caught, with food and water

for her to eat, and left there for about twenty minutes, and

then replaced on the nest by hand and shut in. If a regu-

lar system be adopted, it is astonishing how many hens may
be kept going in this way with very little trouble.

Two days before the eggs are due to hatch they should be

well soused in tepid water when the hen is off the nest, and

after being left in the water for two or three minutes they

should be replaced, and the hen put on top of them. This

will go a long way in preventing the chickens from becoming
stuck to the membranous lining of the shell. If fresh,

Dorking eggs will hatch on the twentieth day ; but, if stale,

they may be a day longer. For this reason the eggs in a

sitting should, as nearly as possible, be of the same age, so

as to hatch out altogether
; but on no account should the

hen be interfered with until the expiration of, at least,

twenty-four hours from the appearance of the first chicken.

I consider it waste of time to help chickens out of the

shell. I have often done so, but believe it to be far better

to let them die at once, as if they are not strong enough to

get out of the shell they are pretty sure to die afterwards,

and, at all events, will never make prize chickens. If pos-

sible, it will be better to sit two hens on the same day, so

that if the eggs hatch out badly we may be able to make up

one good brood by putting all the chickens under one hen.

A little sulphur should alwaj's be sprinkled in the nests of

the sitting hens, or otherwise they are likely to become in-

fested with vermin.

The hen-coop, as illustrated in the accompanying sketch,

is well worthy of the attention of amateurs. It has been

designed by Mr. Henry Lingwood, who for many years has

been one of the most successful exhibitors in the poultry

fancy. Last year he very kindly let me have one as a pat-

tern, and I have found it answer so well that I have asked

and received permission from him to have it drawn for gen-

eral information. It combines every requisite for rearing

chickens successfully, and with it no shed or coop-house is

required. It also possesses the merit of being vermin-proof

when shut up, and this, too, without the ventilation being

at all impeded. Owing to an error in shading, the engrav-

ing is not so intelligible as I could wish ; but I will endeavor

to make it a little more simple by explanation. Most hen-

coops are entirely inadmissible for outdoor chicken-rearing

for two reasons : One, that the wet drives into the front of

the coop ; the other, that in heavy rain the wet runs in

underneath the sides. In Mr. Lingwood's model coop both

these disadvantages are avoided, as the roof projects over

the open front, and effectually keeps out the rain ; while a

wooden tray is made to fit inside (which should be always

kept filled with sand or dry earth), which entirely keeps

the little chickens out of the wet. The flap-door, which in

the woodcut is seen lying on the ground, hinges at bottom

on hooks, and when turned up and secured with a button,

fastens the coop up for the night, secure against foX or rat.
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The top part of the open front is made of small-mesh wire,

and should be placed perpendicularly, and not be made, as

in the drawing, to lean forward. This, besides giving light

and ventilation, will be found convenient for feeding the

chickens through on a very inclement morning when it is

not desirable to let them run out at once.

When twenty-four hours old the chickens may be safely

put into such a coop as I have described, or into any other

description of coop with waterproof roof. The hen should

be fed and watered, and the chickens, too, should receive

their first feed of bread crumbs softened with milk, canary

seed, or some such little delicacy.

(For Fanciers' Journal.

3

SITTING HENS.
Editor Fanciers' Journal.

Everyone who has kept the Asiatics has been troubled,

no doubt, by their sitting propensities. Usually there is no

convenient coop to confine them in, and after they have been

on the nest a day or two, their owner, in sheer desperation,

shuts them in the first barrel or box he comes across. The

hen generally manages to get out in a couple of days, and

the consequence is she is strengthened in her stubborn desire

to sit. If her owner succeeds in breaking her up in two

weeks, he congratulates himself upon his good luck. If the

hen is taken off the nest immediately when she first com-

mences to sit, there will be no trouble in breaking her up.

Very soon we will begin to be troubled with sitting hens

again, and the winter is the best time to fix a coop to shut

the sitters in.

I have had in use for two years a coop for breaking up

sitters, and I can consistently say, it is the best thing for

the purpose I have ever seen. The coop is five feet long

and two feet wide ; height, two feet. The floor is made of

inch square pieces, placed one and one-half inches apart.

The front part of the coop is of lath. The hen cannot very

well sit on the slatted floor, and she will generally give up

in disgust, and in a day or two will be willing to go back to

her old quarters and do her duty. They do not like the

slatted floor—it does not agree with them, and herein lies

its efliciency.

The above plan may be in common use for aught I know,

hut I have never seen one like it before, and thought it

might be of use to some of your readers. D.

Passaic, N. J.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

FACTS ARE STRONGER THAN FICTION.
Mr. Wade:

I see by last Journal you are asked to " tell how much Mr.

Van Derveer's big brag Bronze Turkey weighs." Now, as

fads are wanting, may I not have the privilege of replying

to your enthusiastic correspondent, " Pacific "—not for an

hour, as I have accepted an invitation to travel through

Turkey (thirty pounds, dressed with oysters), consequently,

I must be brief. I would say that "his very biggest"

weighed at death, when twenty-two months old, forty-two

pounds. "His very biggest" hen (now alive), at thirty

months old, weighs, this New Tear's morning, thirty

pounds ; the latter, without a doubt, is the " very biggest "

hen turkey on this continent to-day. She may truly be

called the Giantess turkey.

Now, it seems that when people cannot find anything else

to talk about, they give Van Derveer's turkeys a going over.

and some of 'em talk big, and here is where fiction comes

in. It seems that when "Pacific" and her opponent get

talking turkey, facts are of the things that were.

My turkeys are so large now that chicken thieves gener-

ally leave them roosting and take lighter weights. And it

would take the combined skill of the Forty Thieves to carry

oft' one of those of which our enthusiastics talk about. I

always thought that t%venty-six pounds was good for a six

months turkey, but thirty-six pounds beats the Dutch all to

smash.

In this world, at the present day, we are too apt to get

things slightly mixed. At Buffalo, in 1874, I showed a

pair of turkeys which weighed sixty-five pounds, and the

papers in that city told the people to "go to the show and

see the big turkey that weighed sixty-five pounds." At the

same show a little girl was heard to inquire, when in front

of the cage which contained this monstrosity, " Mamma,
is it an elephant?" Again, my turkeys during the past

summer were taken for berry-pickers, as they were roaming

in the meadows after grasshoppers. Now, when turkeys

are taken for elephants and berry-pickers, they are big

enough for all work ; but when " Pacific " gets them up to

"either eighty-four or ninety-six pounds," they are too big

by half.

Nothing but a " Ransom Eange " can find accommoda-
tions for preparing a turkey of the period for the table New
Year's now-a-daj's. What of the coming turkey, of which
" Pacific " must be dreaming about. True, a story never

loses by being told often. In telling stories (without they

be fish stories), like everything else, we should all adopt

Davy Crockett's motto, and then we would make no mis-

takes—" Be sure you are right, then go ahead."

Port Jackson, Jan. 1, 1876. Bronze.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE VIRDEN POULTRY ASSOCIATION,
Of Virden, Illinois, held its second annual exhibition on

December 29 to 31, 1875. Their display of stock, and the

management of the exhibition, was in every respect most

creditable to the society.

The best of feeling prevailed among the competitors for

the ribbons. The attendance was good, and the Virdenites

seemed truly to enjoy and will doubtless be greatly bene-

fited, poultrywise, by this second bringing together of fine

poultry, for comparison, and study, as well as exchange or

sale. P. M. S.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ILLINOIS POULTRY ASSOCIATION.
Editor Panoiers' JotrKNAL.

The annual meeting of the Executive Committee of the

Illinois Poultry Association took place at Springfield, Dec.

21, 1875. Present—B. L. T. Bourland, of Peoria; J. M.
Wills, of Bloomington; Thos. Mason, of Jacksonville; I.

J. Halsted, of Decatur ; C. P. Mills and Phil. M. Springer,

of Springfield.

The single bird premium list of last year was adopted, to

which was added a classified list of pigeons. All first, se-

cond, and third premiums of the association, are to be paid

in cash. Fourth premiums are " Highly Commended," and

fifth premiums " Commended." A bench show for dogs in

connection with the next poultry exhibition by the associa-

tion was decided on, and a premium list ordered to be pre-

pared.
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The ofGoes of iissistant socnitary and gennral superinten-

dent were created. J. H. Leaton, of Bloomington, was

chosen to the former, and H. C. Phelps, of Mansfield, to

the latter.

Kesolutions offered to hold the next exhibition in connec-

tion with the Illinois State Fair for 1876, failed of adoption,

and a committee of three was appointed to decide on time

and place for an exhibition during the winter of 1876-77.

The executive committee finding the association drifting

from the original plan on which it was organized, appointed

a committee to revise the constitution to suit the new policy

which seems to be growing in favor.

The transactions of the association from its organization

to the present time, are to be published without unnecessary

delay. John T. Boyden, of Lincoln, was elected Treasurer

of the association, vice Phil. M. Springer, resigned. Ad-

journed to meet at the call of the President.

Yours truly, P. M. S.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PERHAPS.
While hearing the conversation of various members of

the fancy we are struck with the diversity of opinion re-

garding the best breeds for their several purposes ; and it is

generally worthy of remark, that whatever breed or breeds

a man may have, he considers them better than ail others

for the particular purpose for which he keeps them. We
should be "charitable" till we are thoroughly convinced

that the breed we are about to denounce has been tried by us

and given every advantage before we condemn it too severely.

We are not all constituted alike, and select the breed of

poultry (if we are over wanting all breeds) which is best

adapted for the object we have in view.

Perhaps we should like the Partridge, Grouse, Wild
Duck, Goose, or Turkey better if we knew they had been

fed on corn and pure water alone ; but that peculiar consti-

tution of fiesh of the wilder fowls or birds, and to which
nature so my.steriously provides, is far more preferable to my
palate than your " corn and water " fowls that can eat off the

top of a flour barrel. When we cannot readily obtain the

wild fowls, then I should come so near to nature as pos-

sible, and select the breeds that can take care of themselves,

and subsist for the most part, especially during the summer,

on the food provided by nature, and on which man cannot

improve.

I most heartily concur with " Burleigh " in his remarks

on Brahmas and Games. He has thoroughly tried the

Brabmas and they failed his expectations ; they did not " fill

the bill;" he reverts to the ever alert, graceful, juicy-fleshed

Games, a fowl that can be picked up almost any time, from

a good walk, well prepared for the table, and has not been,

necessarily, fed from the filthy pools of the barnyard. Mr.
" Young Breeder " do you not know of any one who has or

is keeping Brahmas that live in the barnyard a goodly por-

tion of the time? Please discuss both sides of the question.

It is not necessary for every breeder of Games to be a

cock-fighter
; some breed them for pleasure, some for profit,

some for the pit; neither is it necessary for a Brahma cock

to whip a "so-called" (well put in) Game, to prove that

Games are not true to their name. Now, Mr. Y. B., if you
should assist your fighting Brahma over the fence into my
yard, you would soon have occasion to repent, and be obliged

to kindly take him back, right soon too, place him " in his

little bed," and for the next fortnight administer tonic paste

to keep him alive, and bone meal to prevent bowleggedness.

You should be careful while endeavoring to step on other

people's corns, for you may be blessed with the same protu-

berance, and bear in mind the Golden Rule, and remember

that some breeds in summer will lay two eggs to one to your

"gentle Brahmas;" so if eggs are twice as high in winter,

others make up during the summer in mimbers ; what is the

difference, " six of one and half a dozen of the other."

You, Mr. Y. B., should not try to fool those just catching

the fever, for if your remarks should lead them to accept the

Brahmas it might be the biggest "grind" they ever had

played upon them. Unicorn.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

CONNECTICUT NOTES.

SUBSCRIBING FOR THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL—THE NEW
ENGLAND CONSOLIDATED EXHIBITION—A GRAND AFFAIR
PROMLSED— NEW FEATURES — PERSONAL NOTES— THE
BRISTOL EXHIBITION—GETTING READY FOR THE EXHI-
BITION, ETC., ETC.

My Dear Wade :—Your question, " What are the Con-

necticut fanciers doing?" has remained unanswered too

long, and I will try to give you just a faint hint of what

they are about.

In the first place, from what I hear, they are subscribing

in an exceedingly lively manner, for the Fanciers' Journal,

and saying lots of good things about it. You know when

the Connecticut men like anything they go in for it strong,

and so every one of them who reads your Journal takes

every possible opportunity to commend it, and that sort of

thing tells, as you know probably better than any one else.

In the second place, they are getting ready for the grand

consolidated New England Exhibition, which is to be held

at Springfield, next February. There was considerable

hesitation at first on the part of the Connecticut Society in

coming to a decision to give up its regular exhibition, but

the benefits to be derived from a consolidation with the

New England Club of Worcester was so apparent that it

was finally decided to "pass " this year and go in for the

best thing ever seen east of Buffalo. The exhibition is to

be given under the auspices of the two societies above men-

tioned and the Rod and Gun Club, of Springfield, which

gave, last April, as you well remember, a remarkably fine

bench show of dogs. The society is composed of many of

the leading men of that enterprising city, and seem deter-

mined that its reputation for doing handsome things shall

not suffer at their hands.

The Massachusetts Society, which always gives splendid

exhibitions, will also pass this year, and its ofiicers and

members will contribute very largely to the success of the

"Consolidated." I know your readers will be interested

in a statement of the principal features of the exhibition,

and so I give them. The birds are to be entered in pairs,

but are to be separated in the coops. The birds must score at

least 85, 80, and 75 points for a first, second, and third pre-

mium. The exhibitors' names are to be placed upon the coops

as soon as they are put in position. The score cards, which

originated with the Connecticut Society, last year, are to

be put upon the coops by the j udges, thus showing in detail,

the points of all premium birds.

In the sale department, from which all inferior birds will

be excluded, exhibitors will be allowed to sell at their own

prices, and will noi be required to attach "sale cards" to
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their coops. Their honor will be trusted to report sales and

pay commissions. The entry fees are to be one dollar per

pair for competition, and fifty cents for exhibition and sale.

Many of the leading breeders of New England will send

fine birds to the sale department, and the management in-

tend to make this a prominent feature. The premium list

will be a very liberal one, and, in addition, there will be

offered several "combination" premiums of $100 and $50
each. The rules, which I am told were compiled by Presi-

dent Sperry, of the Connecticut Society, are a new de-

parture from the old stereotyped form, and present many
attractive improvements which will, without doubt, com-
mend them to other societies in the future.

A mention of the names of the Executive Committee will

convince you, I think, that the affair will prove all that

is promised. Mr. George W. Eay, the chairman, is a re-

tired merchant, very wealthy, very genial, very liberal,

good-looking, and just the man for the position. C. N
Nichols, the treasurer, is a well-known book publisher, i

clear-headed, far-sighted man, who is always connected

with successful undertakings, very gentlemanly, and ex-

ceedingly fond of good jokes and good fellowship. D. J.

Marsh, the secretary, is the treasurer of one of Springfield's

leading savings banks. He is not so good-looking as Ray
or Nichols, but possesses an even temper, is full of grit and
drive, well liked by all his friends, and often bet on bv
those who do not know his weight. The representatives of

the Connecticut Society in the board are President H. T.

Sperry, familiarly known among fanciers as the " White
Poland Man," and S. J. Bestor, who stands at the head of

White Calcutta Fan fanciers. The New England Club
men are A. D. Warren, President, the Black-breasted Red
Game man. He was never guilty of belonging to but one
"ring," and that was a golden one, of course. President

Sperry gave him the appellation of "A! Warren, My Boy,"
in a poem read last year at the Worcester supper, which
you published, I believe, at the time, and it still sticks to

him. The other is J. R. Pierce, the secretary, an elderly

gentleman, well endowed with sterling good sense, which,
with his dignified bearing and terse manner of putting

things, always secures for him attentive listeners and
willing followers. Altogether, as you can see, the manage-
ment is in good hands.

The Advisory Board is made up of such men as Presi-

dent Williams, of the Massachusetts Society ; Hon. Dr.
George B. Loring, President of the Essex County Society;

General Chas. A. Johnson, President of the Merrimack
"Valley Association; Hon. V. C. Gilman, President of the
New Hampshire Society; Hon. Albert Noyes, President of
the Maine Society, and the presidents of some ten or fifteen

other New England poultry organizations, all of which
shows that the very best talent has been enlisted, and no-
thing that will tend to make the Exhibition in all respects

the best will be overlooked.

A reunion of officers of poultry associations and fanciers

generally, will be held at the Massoitt House, on some even-
ing during the Exhibition. Of course. Friend Wade, you
and the rest of our Quaker fanciers will come up and see

what New England can do when she " consolidates."

In the third place : The Exhibition of the Central Con-
necticut Society at Bristol, held last week, was a fine affair.

There were nearly seven hundred entries, and the propor-
tion of meritorious birds was very large.

In the fourth place: Many of our fanciers are getting ready

for the Chicago and other exhibitions. Mr. Sperry, who has

offered his flocks of White Polish for sale, showed eight

coops at the Easton exhibition last week. And, by the way,
while we all want him to succeed in his wishes, we hope he
will not succeed in selling out. We want him to stay with us.

There, Friend Wade, I think I have answered your ques-

tion in part. If this dose is not strong enough, let me know,
and I will mix up another. Cokn.

PiqEO[J DE|=A^F^y|VlEflT"

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

INFORMATION WANTED.
J. M. Wade, Esq.

Dear Sir : I have watched the Pigeon Department of the

Journal for some time, in hopes to see some information in

regard to breeding and rearing. I have lately obtained two
pairs of Pouters, and I know nothing of their habits, neces-

sary food, etc., and thinking that, perhaps there might be
others as green as I am, I apply to you for information.

Please give us, as soon as convenient, an article, giving

just the information needed by amateurs. Surely the

columns of your paper cannot be better employed than in

spreading knowledge among the young and inexperienced.

I am a regular subscriber to seven papers, and prize the

Fanciers' Journal above all the rest. Success to the Ex-
change column. Yours, etc.,

Eaton, N. Y., December 14, 1875. J. B. TuCKKRMAN.

[We would be pleased to hear from any of our experi-
enced pigeon fanciers on this subject, and would refer Mr.
Tuckerman to page 504, Vol. II.

—

Ed.]

COLUMBARIAN SHOW AT ALLENTOWN, PA.
On Monday afternoon, last, I took my departure from

Doylestown, at four o'clock, and at half past six my journey
came to an end, having reached the thriving little city of

Allentown. After a glorious night's rest, and partaking of

a hearty breakfast at the American House, kept by that

prince of landlords. Sheriff Newhard, who, by the way, is

one of the few men who knows how to keep a hotel, I walk-
ed up Hamilton street to Centre square. In looking around
I discovered the banner of the association floating out upon
the cool morning air, and I then entered Kline's Hall.

Chickens were crowing, pigeons cooing, and everything in

grand confusion; however, all this was soon righted by the

active, energetic committee, headed by that veteran fancier,

Walter Miller. There was on exhibition about fifty coops

containing pigeons. There was some very good birds on ex-

hibition, and of course some very poor ones. The display

was not equal to the last year's show, but the quality was

far superior.
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McKeen & Hulick, of Easton, Pa., had quite a line dis-

play of pigeons, those of particular note were a pair of

splendid Blue Antwerps ; in using the word splendid, I wish

it understood that they were not the dirty blue birds that

we are accustomed to see, but in coloring almost up to the

pictures in some of our pigeon books. Black Carriers, good
;

Blue Owls, Blue-wing Turbits, Black Magpies, and White

Carriers, a pair of Silver Owls very fine, would have receiv-

ed a first premium, but were entered wrong.

Charles Trexler, of AUentown, showed a very large col-

lection of fancy pigeons, some of them being Black Barbs,

White Pans, Black Nuns, Magpies, and Trumpeters. Mr.

Trexler received the special on pigeons, he having received

the largest number of first premiums. There was several

small exhibitors, but there was nothing worthy of mention

concerning their birds. I might say, in regard to the poul-

try department of the show, that it was far ahead of Philadel-

phia, Tamarjua, and Doyleslown. Miller's Light Brahmas,

McKeen & Hulick's Buff and Partridge Cochins, were a

grand sight to look upon. Mr. Keen had on exhibition an

extraordinary fine Partridge Cochin hen. Mr. Otto, of

Easton, showed some of the finest Polands I ever saw, per-

fect pictures some of them. The Lehigh Valley Poultry

Association may congratulate themselves on this, their se-

cond poultry and pigeon show. Mr. Moore, the President

of the association, has met with a sad bereavement, and was

too unnerved to pay much attention to the poultry show.

He has the sympathy of the whole community in. this his

sad hour of trial. Hearty thanks to Messrs. Shimer, Wor-
man, Khue, Miller, Trexler, and others, for kindness shown.

The visit of the past week, will long remain as a green spot

within my memory. Tknnet.
DOYLESTOWN, Pa.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PIGEON RACE.

The pigeon race from Spring Mill to Philadelphia came
off on January 8th. Fifteen birds were entered and flown in

this match. The following is the distance and the time

made by the three winners : The pigeon owned by Mr. John
Parker, of 502 North Eleventh St., Philadelphia, flew ten

miles, bee line, in 16 minutes and 15 seconds, winning first

prize, a very handsome urn. The second, which was
ft money prize, was won by John Parker, Jr.'s bird in 16

minutes and 30 seconds. The third money prize was won
by Mr. Stephen Kershaw's bird, the distance being nine

miles and three hundred and eighty-seven yards ; time, 15

minutes and 57 seconds. Many of the other birds came in

close to the winners.

This race was got up, and first prize so kindly given, by
the well-known sportsman, Mr. Fred. Smith, of the Cen-
tennial Hotel, corner of Twelfth and Callowhill Streets,

Philadelphia, who served up a good lunch after the race

was over; also filled the urn with the very best of wine.
Mr. Parker also filled it. Many of the Philadelphia fan-

ciers were very sorry to see so few birds entered for this

handsome prize. It is owing to the season of the year and
the distance being so short. We finished up the evening
on the English free and easy style. I hope all who get in

the neighborhood of Twelfth and Callowhill Street will

give Mr. Smith a call, as he is a jolly good fellow, and will

make them welcome. T. Grist
Philadelphia, January 10, 1875. Timekeeper.

SpOI^JS|Vi;\l^'s DEj=/\F^J|VIEfJj.

(For Fanciers* Journal.)

SETTER AND POINTER CROSS, OR DROPPER.
In the last issue of the Jouriial, I find an article by " Vic "

on this subject, in which he alludes to " Greenhorn's dog "

(whose vagaries as a field dog created a sensation among
your sporting readers some months .since, several writers

accounting for his worthlessness by reason of his being a

dropper), and says, "Now, from actual experience with a

' dropper,' or cross between a setter dog and a pointer bitch,

I can very positively assert that these parties were mis-

taken."

Now this is a pretty strong position to take, as " Vic's "

experience, judging from his article, is altogether based on

the performance of this particular dog.

Before going further, I will state that " Greenhorn's "

dog was a myth, and his eccentricities were saddled on him
for the purpose of eliciting a discussion in the Sportsman's

Department of the Journal; all the replies were against the

theory of cross-breeding field dogs, and I am glad that

" Vic " has come to the front as his champion.

But, now to come to the pith of the subject. Granted,

for the sake of argument,' that "Vic's" dog is perfection,

is this enough to warrant him to advise sportsmen to breed

their dogs in this way, when arrayed against it is the ex-

perience of scori'^s of practical sportsmen and breeders?

Does he not know that for every prize drawn, twenty blanks

will occur ? No, we cannot afford to waste time and labor

in attempting to improve our field dogs by hybridizing

;

and in the face of such an array of facts as come within

every breeder's knowledge, what can be gained by it? this

taking a step backwards. Surely the setter is good enough

as we now find him. Where would the leading British

breeds—the Gordon, the red Irish, and the Lavarack—be to-

day if the mongrelizing system had obtained ? Purity of

breeding intensifies qualities, whilst h3'bridizing runs off on

a tangent to—nowhere.

The setter and pointer are distinct breeds, and each has
reached the acme of perfection

; each has a specific place in

field sports ; under some conditions a setter is preferable,

under others a pointer. To attempt to make a dog for all

work by crossing is idle ; for where you might by chance
improve one quality, you would lose in another, and make
the moral instincts of the brute a hopeless jumble, as in the
instance of Greenhorn's dog.

And again, of what use is Vic's dog ? Can he breed from
him and feel sure of the quality of his produce ? Every one
knows that cro.ss-bred stock of any kind is entirely unrelia-

ble to breed from, absolutely worthless, you never know
what is going to turn up. Any well-bred setter or pointer
will do all that Vic's dog will do, if, as he observes, " such
a dog be trained as he should be," and with the advantage
of being able to reproduce his quality in his progeny.

Gkebnhokn.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
STILL ANOTHEK NE"W" SOCIETY.

Rev. C. W. Bolton, Armonk, Westchester Co., N. Y., in-

forms us, that a society has been formed and christened

" The Westchester County Poultry Association," with the

following list of officers : President, James Wood ; Sec-

retary, Kev. C. W. Bolton. They are to have an exhibition

at Mount Kisco, on the Harlem Kailroad, on February 8,

9, 10, 11, 1876. A good hall has been secured. Any fur-

ther information can be had by addressing the secretary as

above.

TWO ADMIRABLE CORBBCTIVES,

Fob use in poultry feeding, may be found in charcoal and

Cayenne pepper, judiciously provided and not given too

often, to both young and old fowls. The best way to ad-

minister these condiments efficaciously, is to pulverize the

charcoal to a powder and mix it with soft food. In this

shape the birds eat it freely, and it is a grand purifier of the

system. The Cayenne should be procured of the best quality

(always the cheapest in the end), and a tablespoonful should

be thoroughly mixed through a pail of water and given them

to drink. This last method is an admirable preventive of

gapes in chickens, and for older fowls it is found an excel-

lent thing in cold or chilly weather.

Neither of these aids should be used oftener than ever}'

other day in the week, and only for a week or two at a

time, anyway, to be eifective ; but if managed with discre-

tion they are more valuable, as a common preventive to

disease, and a corrector to the internal composition of

domestic poultry, than all the medicines that can be given

fowls after they once get sick. Both charcoal and Cayenne

can thus be very easily used, and after a little while, it will

be found that the chickens become fond of this change for

their benefit.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

EXTENSION OF TIME.

To THE Editor of Fanciers' Journal.
At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the National

Poultry Association, January 6th, the time for making the

entries in the fowl and pigeon classes was extended to Jan-

uary 18th, at 12 o'clock, noon, to accommodate many fanciers

who wish to exhibit, but did not get premium list and blanks

in time to make necessary arrangements.

C. P. WiLLARD, Secretary.

—"Philadelphia," if you will turn back to page 686, of
the Journal, dated November 25th, you will find why " the
squirrels were taken from the public squares."

—Col. Bee shot a hare {Lepus sylvaticus, Huon's name

;

Jackass rabbit, the localism) and sent it over to my chickens.
The boys skinned it to make bridles of the hide, but not
before I had measured it, and found that it was 31 inches
from tip of nose to end of tail, .38 inches from tip of fore-

leg to tip of hind-leg, 15 inches from tip to tip of ears (they
being set on the head one inch apart). The color is a yel-

lowish-brown and black, eyes red.

I noticed several swellings, nearly two inches high, on
the back and legs. Cutting into one, I found the contents
to be numberless white eggs, resembling in shape and size

a white mustard seed, inclosed in an opaque, white mem-
brane; the whole floating in a fluid clear as crystal. I was
told that a disease seizes many of them at this season of the

year. Those that do not die, are called "grubby," some
say " wormy." E. S. S.

•—One of the Delaware County papers complains that

hawks are particularly numerous and very destructive this

season, in that and the neighboring county of Chester.

Of all the hawk family, the Bideo Borealis, or red-tailed

hawk, is the most to be dreaded for the havoc he commits
on game. Bold, wary, and watchful, he haunts the neigh-
borhood of the farmyard ; always on the alert, and ready
to seize any luckless fowl that strays outside the pale of the

farmer's protecting gun; or, failing in that, he lurks near
the feeding-ground of the partridge, and in a short space of

time will annihilate an entire covey. In fact, nothing comes
amiss to this rapacious and powerful bird ; rabbits, pigeons,

small bird, and even reptiles are equally acceptable as a

repast. Every farmer, poultry breeder, and sportsman is

interested in his destruction. But how is this to be ac-

complished? Ah! there is the rub. Perched on the top-

most branch of some tall tree, his piercing eye roves

incessantly in search of prey, and at the same time warns
him of any threatened danger. He seems to have a correct

idea of the range of a shot gun, and the shooter, be he ever
so careful, is never allowed to get within the danger line.

We must, therefore, have recourse to strategy. Of a team
and driver he seems to have little fear

;
possibly, not pos-

sessing an analytical mind, he looks upon them as a harm-
less centaur, and the shooter may generallj' approach with
oxen or horseback sufficiently near to riddle him with a
charge of No. 5. But one of the best ways to destroy him,
is to bait an ordinary steel trap, with the head or offal of a

fowl, place it on a fence post near his lookout tree, securely

tied with a strong cord to prevent his carrying it away if

caught by the legs, scatter some feathers in the vicinity to

attract his attention. This generally brings the answer.
Greenhorn.

SjWy^LL PeJ DEp/^F^TfflEfJj
AND YOTTNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(Reported for Fanciers* Journal.)

AERIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
Philadelphia, for the week ending January 12, 1876.

1 [Horned Owl [Bubo Virginianus). Presented by I. W.
Ransom, Philadelphia.

1 Screech Owl [Scops asio). Presented by Otto Weber,
Philadelphia.

1 Cardinal Grosbeak [Cardinalis Virginianus). Presented
by Daniel K. Polk, Philadelphia.

1 Red Pox
(
Vulpes fulvus). Presented by , New

York.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

"ZOO" If OTES.—No. 9.

VITLTtTRES.

In the southern end of the now completed Carnivora

House, a rather remarkable bird has his winter quarters.
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His name is ^' Qyparchus papa," though, should you prefer

it, you may call him king vulture. He may have bunst his

cgg-sboll in Peru, Brazil, Guiana, Paraguay, or Mexico, for

in all these places, do the king vultures reside, though they

arc only known there as " Condors."

I have no good word to say of vultures in general, or of

king vultures in particular. They are all large birds, most

of them gorgeously feathered, with a flight more graceful

than that of the eagle, and equally as bold ; but they are

cowardly and filthy birds, feeding and gorging themselves

on carrion, in good aldernianic fashion, to an aldermanic

state of inactivity. Still, di-sgusting as are their habits they

are invaluable in tropical regions, devouring animal sub-

stances whoso speedy decomposition would otherwise, en-

gender pestilential diseases. In this way the vultures fill

the same place in the economy of nature, as the Jackal and

Hyena.

Until Humboldt visited South America, the most extrava-

gant ideas prevailed as to the size, and consequent strength

of this bird, even to the belief that it could carry off a full

grown man, while children of whatever ago or size, were " no-

where." The great traveller exploded all that, as, after

much time spent among them, and great research, he could

not find any native who had known, personally, even the

smallest babe to have been " appropriated ;" but, on the con-

trary, the natives asserted that the birds were not at all

dangerous to either man or beast, and even their young

children were allowed to sleep in the open air without the

least fear of danger from the vultures. Another instance

that a nameless individual is never as black as he is painted.

The king vultures, like all of their kin, are disgusting to

us in their choice of food, as well as in their gluttonous ap-

petites. Preferring meat which has been dead some time,

and consequently " high," they do not care to kill it for

themselves, and have it fresh, only doing the battle when
pressed by extreme hunger. On this " high " flesh will the

king feed, tearing it with both beak and claws, overloading

his crop to a fearful extent, until he becomes too stupid to

move, when he is easily knocked over with a club and
killed, or captured alive with the lasso.

The head and neck of the king vulture are of bright

colors, the eyes are bold, beautiful and expressive, and the

general color of the plumage is white, hence the Spaniards

called it a " white crow." The name of king vulture was

applied from the fact, that being of greater strength than

other vultures, he forces them to stand aloof from a carcass,

until his highness has finished his repast. Weakness must

go to the wall, and ever bend to strength.

The king vulture clings to life with the tenacity of a cat,

and, like the Irish gintleman in the song, "he's mighty
hard to kill."

Happy king vulture now in the Zoo. You need never

more indulge in " high" food, or disgustingly play the glut-

ton
;
henceforth for fresh meat, and enough (which we are

told is quite as good a feast) will be provided for you, and
we hope you may pass down the rate of vulture years, living

an ungorging peaceful life, and that your captivity may not

prevent you from arriving at the appointed goal of vulture

existence.

Tea, Gyparchus, may it be long, very long, before Dr.
Chapman the accomplished prosector of the Zoo, places your
bones to bleach on the roof of the Carnivora House, along-

side of those of the dear departed Empress, giant elephant
of India. HuoN.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PRAIRIE DOG VILLAGE.
From notes I made of "items of interest" for my little folks, modified

from the guide book to suit little ears and understandiugs.

Fo0R hundred and thirty-five miles west of Omaha is

situated the great Prairie Dog City, one of the largest settle-

ments on the line of the Union Pacific Kailroad. Several

hundred acres, each side of the track, have been taken up by

the sagacious little prairie dogs, and there the}' have made
their homes, and that without buying one lot from the

company, or as much as saying, " By your leave." The
dwellings consist of little mounds, from a foot to eighteen

inches in height, raised by the dirt excavated by their bur-

rows. On the approach of a train, the little inhabitants

can be seen scampering for their homes. Arrived there,

they squat upon their hams or stand upon their hind feet

at the entrance—a hole in the top—barking at the train as

it passes. Should anyone venture too near, down they go,

and their city is as silent as the " city of the dead." It is

said that the opening in the top leads to a subterraneous

chamber, connecting with the next dwelling, and so on

through the settlement ; but this is a mistake, as a few

buckets of water will drown out any one of them.

The prairie dog is of a sandy-brown color, and about the

size of a large gray squirrel. In their nest, living with

them, are found the owl and rattlesnake, though whether

welcome or not is uncertain. He lives upon grasses and

roots, and is generallj' fat, and is by some, Mexicans espe-

cially, considered good eating, as his flesh is sweet and

tender, though rather greasy. Wolves prey on the little

fellows, and may be seen sneaking near the town, hoping,

by chance, to pick up some straggler. But the dogs are not

easily caught. Some one is always on the lookout for dan-

ger, and gives the alarm on the first intimation of trouble.

Then away they all scamper to their holes.

There are settlements for miles up and down the road,

but none that can compare in size with what is dignified on

the map as Prairie Dog City. C. S. S.

[A prairie dog village was one of the first things of in-

terest started in the " Zoo " in this city, and, judging from
the number of inhabitants and their activity, it would soon
become a city were they not restrained by brick and iron.

But probably " Huon " will tell us all about them ere long.

—Ed.]

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

CAT SaUIRREL (Sciurus Cinereus).

BY O. D. FOULKE.

I NOTICE in your paper many references to the Fox and

Gray squirrels, but nothing about the Cat squirrel, which,

I believe, is peculiar to the middle states. Is it so rare that

none of your many correspondents meet with it, or do they

take it for merely a variety of the Pox squirrel? In my
collection trips, in the mountains of Pennsylvania, I have

shot numbers of Gray, Black, and Fox squirrels, but have

only been able to procure four specimens of the Cat squirrel,

and these in but one place : in the Cumberland valley, at

the foot of the South mountains, in a tract of heavily

wooded bottomland, known, I believe, as the Rich Lands.

Two of the specimens were of a beautiful light silvery-

gray color, one a reddish orange slightly sprinkled with

gray, while the other was nearly black. I showed the

skins to Professor Baird, of the Smithsonian Institute, who

was staying at Carlisle at that time, and he pronounced

them to be fine specimens of the Cat squirrel [S. Vinereus).
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They are much larger than the common Gray, and a little

smaller than the Fox squirrel, being about twelve inches

long in the body, with a broad flat tail about eleven inches,

just an inch shorter than the body. In form, they are much

stouter than either the above varieties, and I found them

much less active in their movements and more covered

with fat than any other variety of squirrel. The fur is a

little inclined to be woolly, but, aside from this, they much

resemble the Fox squirrel, and might easily be taken for

it by persons unacquainted with that peculiar mark of the

S. Vidpines—the white ears and nose.

A Galbsburq farmer, whose pew rent was raised to

twenty-five dollars, exclaimed :
" Great Cfesar ! here's a

nice state of affairs—the gospel going up, and pork coming

down. What's to become of us? "

Exclj^NqEs.
JS^ Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight Tvords,

describing and offering for ^Exchange only, will be allowed at 25

cents for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be
charged.
J^^ "To EXCHANGE FOR CASH" Or "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PUR-

CHASER," or *' WANTED AN OFFER," etc, etc, cannot under any circum-
stance be admitted to the Exchange or Want column.

4ISP" No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with
25 cent.s.

inil^TOK J. RUTH, Globe Hotel, Lancaster, Pa., will exchange
, few numbers of "'Tbe Illustrated Book of Pigeons," by Robert Fulton
-for Fancy Pigeons; books in best of order.

FRANK R. HOWE!.!., Lancaster, Pa., will exchange Yellow
Duckwing Game cockerel (took first prize at York last week), and one
Guinea Pig, heavy with young—for Red Pyle, White or Black African
Game Bantams. None but good birds wanted.

I. P. LORD * BRO., Waupaca, Wis., will exchange one pair fine

Tartar Games, young, for Dr. J. W. Cooper's work on " Game Fowls," or
trio of same for " Tegetmeier's Poultry Book."

WINTER BROTHERS, Lock Box 5, Soutlibridge, Mass., has for
exchange, first-class Dominique Leghorns (Lowe's strain), for Dark Brah-
mas and Black-breasted Red Game Bantams. What ofiers?

OEO. A. MEACHAM, North Cambridge, Mass., will exchange
Black Spanish cockerels, White Cochin cockerels. Light Brahma cock-
erels, one Setter dog, almost nine month's old—for Plymouth Rocks and
White-crested Black Polands.

FANCIER, Box 314, Worcester, Mass., will exchange choice Brown
Leghorn hens (Wheeler's strain), ; also. White Fantail Pigeons—for a
good Rifie, Revolver, Jewelry, or other articles. Write description.

"W. "W. EL.1.IOTT, McEwensville, Pa., has for exchange one trio

Aylesbury Ducks (Todd's stock). Light Brahma cockerels (Williams'
strain), and a fine collection of postage stamps—for Winged Turbits, Bald
Tumblers, Moorcaps, Magpies, Archangels, and a White Fan hen. None
but good birds wanted.

D. S. "WENRICH, Bernville, Berks Co., Pa., will exchange two
trios of White Holland Turkeys for Dark Brahmas. What other oflFers?

H. K. OSBORN, Carabridgeport, Mass., will exchange a fine muz-
zle-loading Rifle, with patent steel hardened breech, also bullet moulds,
etc.—for Fancy Fowls or Pigeons. Rifle cost S125, and is as good as new.
Make me an olfer.

OEO. SHVRAS & BRO., No. 3 Stockton Ave., Allegheny City.
Pa., will exch:ui;c Blue Antwerp cocks (partly trained). A single cock
for any of the following pairs: Red or Blue Swallows, Tumblers, or Moor-
caps. Two cocks for Red or Mottled Jacobins or Baldheads. Must be
first-class.

W. S. KEMP, Dayton, Ohio, will exchange one pair Buff Cochins,
one pair W. F. B. Spanish, one pair G. L. S. Bantams, one trio Sultans,
one pair Red Barbs, one pair Archangels, one pair Black Magpies, one
Black Swallow hen—for one Yellow Pouter hen, one Black Swallow cock,
one Yellow-winged Turbit hen, or other offers in pigeons, books, etc.

JAS. W. McMAKIN, 25th Ward, Cincinnati, Ohio, will exchange
Black Cochin fowls or chicks (P. Williams' strain), B. B. R. Game Bantam
and Buff Cochin cockerels—for BufF Cochin pullets, White Cochin cock
erels, or Bronze Turkeys. Must be good, as mine are.

». F, PARKER, Station A, Cincinnati, Ohio, will exchange Black
Carriers, BIub Pouters, Redwing Turbits, and Archangels—for Yellow
Carriers, Yellow Pouters, or Hoiidan pullets.

H. T. BOr.E.ES,RockviUe, Conn., will exchange Stationary Steam
Engine (six horse-power), Boiler, twenty feet of Shafting, Hangers, etc.,

—for offers.

J. F- FERRIS, Stamford, Conn., would like to exchange White
Leghorns of his celebrated strain, for good light Harness, Carriage Robe,
etc. Also, Dark Brahmas, Plymouth Rocks, Aylesbury Ducks, and fine
Bantams of all kinds—for Pekin Ducks.

J. F. FERRIS, Stamford, Conn., wants choice Light Brahmas in
exchange for extra fine Red Pyle Game Rantams, Gold-laced Sebright
Bantams, or White Leghorns of my well-known strain.

H, T. BOIiliES, Roekville, Conn., will exchange a few thorough-
bred Brown Leghorns, American Domiuiques, Pea-comb P, Cochins, and
Light Brahuias—for white Fautails or White Pouters.

HARRT K. WEI.SH, York, Pa., will exchange one pair White
Fantails, one pair Mottled Tumblers, Brent's Book on Pigeons, 112 pages,
and A No. 1 Allen (seveen-shooter) Revolver—for A No. 1 nickel-plated
Revolver (seven-shooter), Game Bantams, Red Pyle or B. B. Reds, or offers.

T. H. CARPENTER, Foxburg, Clarion Co., Pa., will exchange
three first-premium Plymouth Rock cockerels for pullets or Dark Brahma
hens or pullets ; also, one trio P. Cochins and one pair Houdans (chicks)
to exchange as above.

S. NEWTON, Oakdale Station, Alleghany Co., Pa., will exchange
Dark Brahmas (A. A. Miller's strain), three White Leghorn hens—for
Planet, Jr., No. 2, Seed Drill, in good order. Also, Golden, Polish cock,
first-premium bird, for pair Guinea pigs.

BOX 474, Orange, N. J., has to exchange, fine Partridge Cochins,
S. y. Hamburgs, or Dark Brahmas—for a good single light buggy harness.

W. "W, 9IARTIN, York. Pa., will exchange two Black Cochin
cockerels .and two Black Cochin pullets (Todd)—for Fancy Pigeons or
what offers. P. 0. Box 246.

ERNEST "W. WIDER, East St. Louis, Illinois, has to exchange
two pairs Runts for two trios B. B. Red Game Bantams or Duckwing
Game Bantams ; two pairs Barbs for one pair Black Baldheads ! two pairs
Pigmv Pouters for one pair Blue Baldheads; two pairs Carriers for one
pair Black and one pair Blue Beard Tumblers.

IF XOU WISH TO 9IAKE A TRADE of any kind, write to

J. F. FERRIS, Stamford, Conn. Will take anything of value that does
not eat in trade for really choice fowls! Read this twice at home; profit

by it ; and say what we shall do for you.

W. ATIiEE BURPEE, Philadelphia, Pa., will exchange Dark
Brahma, Partridge Cochin, Brown and White Leghorn cockerels, Buff
Cochins, Rouen and Aylesbury Ducks, Fancy Pigeons, etc.—for pullets,
Bremen Geese, Pekin and Cayuga Ducks, Poultry, Pigeons, Ferrets, and
Rabbits.

li, A. HATS, Spring City, Chester Co., Pa., will exchange two Rouen
drakes, White Fantails, Pearl Guineas, extra-large Black Gobbler, Pea
cock, two pairs Snells, pair Black Carriers—for Light Brahmas, three
White-crested Black Polands, pair Maltese cats, or Blue, Black, or Yellow
Fans. Good stock wanted.

CHARI.es EIPPOIiD, Lancaster, Pa., will exchange one pair
of White Frizzles, fowls (took first at York), German Canaries, Gold-
finches, Linnets, Guinea Pigs, White Rabbits, one Red Squirrel, Red,
Black, Yellow-mottled Tumblers; White, Blue, and Mottled Trumpeters—
for White Owl cock, White Turbit hen, and Bantams of all kinds; none
but good birds wanted.

J. T. BEI.I., Franklin, Pa., has a si

Target Pistol, eight-inch rifled barrel, plain
good Microscope, in a neat box, valued at S

breasted Red Game pullets of good stock.

gle-barrel, muzzle-loading
finish, valued at S8; and a
0—to exchange for Black-

JAUIES r. VOSE, Kerserville, Pa., will exchange BuflF Cochii
and White Leghorn cockerels for Light Brahma cockerels and Partridg
Cochin pullets. My Black Cochins are June hatch, and weigh 8 pound

O. J, BAKXIR, Oakville, Ont., Canada, will exchange Partridge
and Black Cochins, S. S. Bantams, Pouters, and English Tumblers—for
Rifle, double-barreled Gun, chest of Carpenters' Tools, or Black and Tan
slut (must be small and well bred).

'E. W. WATSON, Titusville, Pa., will exchange Target Rifle, with
telescope and implements complete, cost ff200, all in good shape for shoot-
ing—for a good double or single Harness, Portland Cutter, Robes, or any-
thing that is used in a livery stable, except horses.

Wm^t E D.

READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.
The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange col-
umn until thoroughly exposed.

J. F. FERRIS, Stamford, Conn., wants at once a good Light
Harness, new or nearly so, in exchange for choice thorough-bred fowls.

Also, Pekin Ducks and Light Brahmas wanted in exchange for Bantams
of superior merit.

H. B. GIBSON, Lock Box R, Cincinnati, Ohio, wants the name
and P. O. address of all the Pigeon Breeders in the United States, with a
view of purchasing enough to stock a large loft.

J. B. COIiVIIil., 411 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pa., wants six
Silver-spnnvrled liens; nofhing but first-class stock wanted. Address
above, wuh particulars.
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We are indebted to G. H. Spear, Secretarj', for the fol-

lowing' list of awards :

CLASS I.—ASIATICS.

First premium, ?3 ; second premium, S2.

Brahmas—Light—Cock, C. Robertson, Beloit, 1st. Hen,
S. H. Seamans, Wauwatosa, 1st; C. Robertson, 2d. Cock-
erel, Ziegler & Williams, 1st; S. A. Philbrook, Brookfield,
2d; S. H. Seamans, 3d. Pullet, C. Robertson, 1st; Ziegler
& Williams, 2d ; S. A. Philbrook, 3d. Dark—Cock, S. H.
Seamans, 1st; John Mueller, 2d; Peter Schoen, 3d. Hen,
S. H. Seamans, 1st and od ; J. Mueller, 2d. Cockerel, S. H.
Seamans, 1st; Peter Schoen, 2d; C. A. Koefller, 3d. Pul-
let, J. Mueller, 1st; C. A. Krefder, 2d; S. H. Seamans, 3d.

Cochins—Partridge—Cock, H. D. Gardner, 1st; J. Mil-
ler, 2d; C. Robertson, 8d. Hen, C. Robertson, 1st; J.
Miller, 2d and 3d. Cockerel, C. Robertson, 1st; S. A.
Philbrook, 2d ; S. H. Seamans, 3d. Pullet, H. D. Gardner,
1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d; J. B. Crosbj', St. Joseph, Mich.,
3d. White—Cock, J. B. Crosby, 3d. Hen, J. B. Crosby,
3d. Cockerel, S. H. Seamans, 1st and 2d; S. A. Phil-
brook, 3d. Pullet, S. H. Seamans, 1st and 2d ; S. A. Phil-
brook, 3d. Black—Cockerel, Dr. H. Enos, 1st. Pullet,
Dr. H. Enos, 1st and 2d.

CLASS 11.—DORKINGS.
Silver-gray—Cock, S. H. Seamans, 1st. Hen, S. H. Sea-

mans, 1st. Gray—Hen, S. H. Seamans, 1st.

Plymouth Rocks—Hen, S. H. Seamans, 1st. Cockerel, J.
B. Judson, 1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d and 3d. Pullet, J. B.
Judson, 1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d and 3d.

CLASS IT.—SPANISH.

Black—Cock, H. D. Gardner, 1st and 2d ; J. W. Steffen,
3d. Hen, H. D. Gardner, 1st and 2d. Cockerel, H. D.
Gardner, 1st; Ziegler & Williams, 2d; S. H. Seamans, 3d.
Pullet, S. H. Seamans, 2d and 3d.

//e^r/torns-White—Cock, S. H. Seamans, 1st; J. B.
Crosby, 3d. Hen, S. H. Seamans, 1st ; Leon Howard, 3d.
Cockerel, S. H. Seamans, 2d and 3d. Pullet, S. H. Sea-
mans, 1st; G. A. Cunningham, 2d; Leon Howard, 3d.
Brown—Hen, G. A. Cunningham, 1st. Cockerel, M. J.
Lane, 1st. Pullet, M. J. Lane, 1st; G. A. Cunning-
ham, 3d.

CLASS V.—POLISH.

Polands—White-crested Black—Cock, Dr. Horace Enos,
1st. Hen, Dr. Enos, 1st. Cockerel, S. H. Seamans, 1st.

Pullet, S. H. Seamans, 1st; Dr. Enos, 2d; G. W. Lee, 3d.

CLASS VI.—FRENCH.

Houdana—Cock, S. H. Seamans, 1st; George Butters,
Oak Park, 111., 2d; S. H. Seamans, 8d. Hen, S. H. Sea-
mans, 1st and 3d ;

George Butters, 3d. Cockerel, George
Butters, 1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d. Pullet, George Butters,
1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d.

CLASS Til.—HAMB0RGS.
Golden-spangled—Cock, S. H. Seamans, 2d. Hen, S. H.

Seamans, 1st. Silver-spangled—Cock, S. A. Philbrook,
1st. Hen, Hermann Preusser, 1st. Cockerel, G. W. Lee,
1st. Pullet, S. A. Philbrook, 1st, 2d, and 3d.

CLASS VIII.^-GAMES.

Black-breasted Red—Cock, J. W. Cross & Bro., Winne-
conne, 1st and 2d; G. A. Cunningham, 3d. Hen, J. W.
Cross & Bro., 1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d; W. Lindman, Mil-
waukee, Sd. Cockerel, J. W. Cross & Bro., 1st, 2d, and
3d. Pullet, J. W. Cross & Bro., 1st, 2d, and 3d. Brown-
breasted Red—Cock, G. A. Cunningham, 1st. Hon, G. A.
Cunningham, 1st. Cockerel, S. H. Seamans, 1st. Pullet,
S. H. Seamans, 1st. Silver Duckwing—Cockerel, H. D.
Gardner, 1st. Pullet, H. D. Gardner, 2d. Spangled

—

Cock, P. J. Kline, 1st. Cockerel, P. J. Kline, 1st. Pul-
let, P. J. Kline, 1st. Pyle—Cockerel, S. H. Seamans, 1st

and 2d.

CLASS IX.

Silkies—Cock, Dr. H. Enos, 1st. Hen, Dr. Enos, 1st.

Cockerel, Dr. Enos, 1st and 2d. Pullet, Dr. Enos, 1st

and 2d.

Frizzles—CocV, Dr. Enos, 1st ; H. D. Gardner, 2d. Hen,
H. D. Gardner, 1st ; Dr. Enos, 2d.

CLASS X.—TURKEYS.
Bronze—Gobbler, S. H. Seamans, 1st; M. Robinson, 2d.

Hen, S. H. Seamans, 1st; M. Robinson, 2d. Cockerel and
pullet, S. H. Seamans, 1st in each. Best fat turkey—J.

Johnson.
Guineas—White—Fowls, pair. Dr. H. Enos, 1st and 2d.

CLASS XII.—GEESE.

Toulouse—C. Robertson, 1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d.

Bi-emen—S. H. Seamans, 1st ; C. Robertson, 2d.

Wild—John Stuart, 1st.

African—J. Johnson, 1st; Mrs. Said, 2d.

Best fat goose, J. Johnson.

CLASS SIII.—DUCKS.

Rouen—S. H. Seamans, 1st and 2d.

Aylesbury—White—S. H. Seamans.
Pekin—Amos Sawyer.
Muscovy—White—S. H. Seamans.

CLASS XVI.—BIRDS.

German Canaries—Pair, Mrs. P. W. Spear, .1st and 2d.

Cardinal Red-bird—Dr. H. Enos.

CLASS XVII.

Guinea Pigs—S. A. Philbrook, 1st and 2d ; J. E. Bast, 3d.
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MISCELLiNEOUS.
Heaviest Tiirke_y—S. H. Seamans. Heaviest Goose—C.

Kobertson. Heaviest Pair of Ducks—S. H. Seamans.

CLASS XV.—PIGEONS.
First premium, ^3 ; second premium, $2.

English Carriers— Black, G H. Spear, Milwaukee, 1st.-

Dun, G. H. Spear, 1st. Red, G. W. Lee, Milwaukee, 1st.

Blue, G. H. Spear, 1st. White, G. H. Spear, 1st. Mot-
tled, G. H. Spear, 1st. Barbs—White, G. H.' Spear, 1st.

Black, G. H. Spear, 1st. Red, G. H. Spear, 1st and 2d.

Yellow, G. H. Spear, 1st and 2d. African Owls—Blue, G.
H. Spear, 1st. Tumblers— Button-head, 6. H. Spear, 1st

and 2d. Almond, W. A. Collins, Milwaukee, 1st and 2d.

Black Mottled Trumpeters, W. A. Collins, 1st and 2d.
Splashed, W. A. Collins, 1st and 2d. Black, W. A. Collins,
1st. White, F. C. Germain, Milwaukee, 1st. Pouters—Yel-
low, .;. Williams, Milwaukee, 2d. White, G. H. Spear, l.st

;

J. Williams, 2d. Blue, J. Williams, 1st and 2d. Red, J.
Williams, 1st and 2d. Blue-checkered, W. A. Collins, 1st.

Tans-White-crested Calcutta, F. C. Germain, 1st ; W. A.
Collins, 2d. White Plain-head, F. C. Germain, 1st. Black,
G. H. Spear, 1st. Blue, W. A. Collins.

SWALLOW PIGEONS.
FiKt premium, S2; second premium, $1.

Blue, G. H. Spear, 1st. Black, J. Williams, 1st; F. C.
Germain, 2d. Red, G. H. Spear, 1st; J. Williams, 2d.
Yellow, J. Williams, 2d. Blue Swallows, white bars, W.
A. Collins, 2d. Turbits—Silver-wing, F. C. Germain.
Yellow-wing, W. A. Collins, 1st; F. C. Germain, 2d. Red-
wing, F. C. Gi'i-maiu, 1st; J. Williams, 2d. Blue-check
Wing, F. C. Germain, 1st. Black-wing, F. C. Germain,
1st; J. Williams, 2d. Tumblers—Yellow, F. C. Germain,
2d. Black Mottled, W. A. Collins, 1st and 2d. Black,
G. H. Spear, 1st. Kite, G. H. Spear, 1st. Black Bald-
head, G. H. Spear, 1st. Blue-beard, F. C. Germain, 1st.

Ked-beard, F. C. Germain, 1st. Red, W. A. Collins.

Nuns—Black, W. A. Collins, 1st and 2d. Archangels—J.
Williams, 1st. Priests—Black, G. H. Spear, .1st. Red,
J. Williams, 2d. Spangled, J. Williams, 1st. Yellow, J.
Williams, 1st. Jacobins—Red, Black, White, Red-mottled,
and Yellow, J. Williams, 1st in each. Helmets—Yellow,
G. W. Lee, 1st. Ice Pigeons—G. H. Spear, 1st; W. A.
Collins, 2d. Moorheads—Blue, G. H. Spear, 1st. Black,
J. W. Williams, 1st.

CLASS XVIII.—BANTAMS.
Game—Black-breasted Red—Cook, S. H. Seamans, 1st;

S. A. Philbrook, 2d ; H. D. Gardner, 3d. Hen, G. A. Cun-
ningham, 1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d and 3d. Cockerel, S. A.
Philbrook, 1st; Miss Alice Wells, Milwaukee, 2d; S. H.
Seamans, 8d. Pullet, S. H. Seamans, 1st ; S. H. Philbrook,
2d; Miss Alice Wells, 3d. Silver Duckwing—Cock, S. A.
Philbrook, 1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d and 3d. Hen, S. H.
Seamans, Ist, 2d, and 3d. Cockerel, S. H. Seamans, 1st

and 3d; P. Ricketson, Milwaukee, 2d. Pullet, S. H. Sea-
mans, 1st and 2d; F. Ricketson, 3d. Yellow Duckwing

—

Cock, S. A. Philbrook, .3d. Hen, S. A. Philbrook, 1st and
2d. Pyle—Cock, S. H. Seamans, 1st. Hen, Houghton
Bros., Milwaukee; S. H. Seamans, 2d. Cockerel, Hough-
ton Bros., 1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d and 3d. Pullet, S. H.
Seamans, 1st and 2d.

Gold-laced Sebright—Hen, S. A. Philbrook, 1st. Cock-
erel, S. H. Seamans, 1st and second. Pullet, S. H. Sea-
mans; S. A. Philbrook, 2d. Silver-laced Sebright—Cock-
erel, H. I. Allen, Schoolcraft, Mich.. 1st. Pullet, H. I.

Allen, 1st. Black African—Cock, S. H. Seamans, 1st; Dr.
H. Enos, 2d. Hen, S. H. Seamans, 1st; Dr. H. Enos, 2d.
Cockerel, Dr. H. Enos, 1st; S. H. Seamans, 2d ; S. A. Phil-
brook, 3d. Pullet, S. H. Seamans, 1st and 2d ; S. A. Phil-
brook, 3d.

DOGS.
Pointer—P. A. Turner, Stoughton, Wis., 1st. Spaniel

—

Jacob Wisher, Milwaukee, 1st. Native English Setter—
J. S. Ormsby, 1st. Black-and-tan Gordon Setter—J. S.
Ormsbv, 1st. Setter Pups— Charles Goets, 1st and 2d.
Bull Terrier—J. L. Griffen, 1st; Frank Whitney, 2d.

It was decided that a bird must figure eighty-flve points

for first premium; eighty points for second, and seventy-

five points for third.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

MARYLAND POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

Baltimore is ahead. The third annual exhibition of the

above-named association took place in BaltinTOre, January 3d

to 7th, and was decidedly a success. The interest manifested

by the public in this show was of a character both gratifying

and remarkable. The attendance of visitors, on the first

and second days, was so great, that to judge many of the

fowls properly was difiicult and the judges were fain

to request the officers to have a portion of the aisles

closed until they had completed their labors. Taking the

number of ladies and children that visited the show, as an
index of the interest felt in fancy poultry, etc., Maryland
must be singularly favored, for they surely composed a large

proportion of the visitors. All things taken into consider-

ation, we believe this to be the finest show of the season.

Maryland Institute, where it was held, is well adapted for

the purpose, as it is large, well-lighted and conveniently

located. Outside the hall, near the entrance, were displayed

beautiful paintings of fowls and pigeons, which presented

an attractive appearance and caught the eye of the passing

throng, giving a vivid and life-like picture of the living

specimens to be seen within the hall, and we doubt not,

lured many for the first time into a poultry show. In fowls,

the interest apparently centred on the Asiatics. Of Light

Brahmas, tliere were nineteen coops. The first prize pens

were remarkabl}- fine in color and of good size ; this pair

were awarded the silver cup for best pair of Asiatics ; also,

special for best cock. The second prize pair were also good,

both in point of size and markings. There were several

more coops shown in this class to which the judges would

gladly have awarded-premiums, but, as only first and second

prizes were offered, they were compelled to pass them.

Dark Brahmas, ten coops. Taken as a whole, this class

was not very good, the prize birds being the only ones worthy

of notice, the majority of the hens showing the white shaft

plainly, while many of the cocks were bras.sy or brown on

the back.

Buff Cochins were not a large class, nor were they par-

ticularly good, many of the hens being marbled or mottled

in color ; this, however, seems to be prevalent in Buffs this

year, both here and in England. Partridge Cochins mus-

tered ten coops ; some of the hens were remarkably well

penciled and of good size. The first and second prize hens

were good birds, the cocks especially so. White Cochins

were a very small class, only three coops, and of passable

quality. Black Cochins, of this variety, we did not see a

single coop ; they ought to be more popular, but do not

seem to meet with much favor. Dorkings were a small

class, one pen of Silver-gray and two or three of colored

Dominiques—Plymouth Rocks were also few in numbers

and of fair quality. The Hamburg classes were not strong

in numbers, but some excellent fowls were shown. Black

Spanish were a good class, in fact the best display we have

seen for some time, and contained some really good birds.

Brown Leghorns were a poor class, two pens, and both were

disqualified. White Leghorns were quite a good display,

and some excellent birds were shown. The French classes

were also small in numbers, but contained some good speci-

mens. Polish were represented by White-crested, Black,

and Silver-spangled. The first prize cock, of the Silver

variety, was a grand bird. The White-crested Blacks were

also fine, the first prize pen especially so, winning silver
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cup for best pair of Polish. Games were well represented

by UUiek-reds, Brown-red, Gray, Spangle, Duckwing, etc.

The Black-reds were undoubtedly the best, and won the

cup for best pair of Games. Bantams were small clas.sosi

but contained • some good specimens. Black-reds were

rather the best class, Sebrights, both Golden and Silver,

were about the average. Turkeys were well represented by

Bronze, and one or two pons of White. The display of

water-fowls was not large, but some good Rouens and

Aylesburys were shown.

The display of pigeon.s was simply grand. Wo doubt if

such a magnificent show of really high-class birds was ever

before seen in this country. There being over five hundred

entries of pigeons, and all strictly first-class specimens, we

confess our inability to do the pigeon department justice
;

hence, shall not attempt it, but leave it for a more abler pen.

The exhibition was to conclude the last two days with a

display of pure-bred dogs. Judging from the numerous

inquiries, of would-be exhibitors, this also promised to be a

success. We regretted our inability to remain until the

close of the show. The arrangements of the show and its

management were a credit to the officers, who bave good

reason to congratulate themselves upon the success of their

exhibition, which they well deserved, as the energy dis-

played by Mr. Slifer, the President, and JVIr. G. O. Brown,

the courteous and gentlemanly Secretary, would insure the

success of anything, in the way of a poultry show, they

might undertake. We are especially grateful to them and

others for the pleasure we enjoyed while at the show, and

when Baltimore has a hen show again, may we be there to

see. W. E. Flower.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE DUCK aUESTION.—No. 1.

BY J. Y. BICKNELL.

In presenting this subject to the readers of the Fanciers'

Journal, I shall, for want of a larger store of language, be

obliged to copy in part from my Catalogue of 1871; yet I

hope to present some ideas that will be new and interesting

to such as are seeking instruction. In treating of the com-

parative merits of the difterent varieties of ducks, I shall not

aim to establish or overthrow any hobby, but present facts

candidly and fearlessly, regardless of frown or favor. In

view of the fact that Pekins have held so prominent a place,

I shall digress from the natural order and discuss their

comparative merits at the outset.

It is well known, that they have been recently introduced

into this country, and that the entire stock, except a very

few, have descended from Mr. Palmer's first importation.

Notice of their arrival was duly chronicled, and their won-

derful merits were conjectured. On account of their scarci-

ty and supposed superiority, they have sold at extravagant

prices, and purchasers have been found among those who

never before supposed they had any affection for ducks.

Some purchasers fully believed in their represented supe-

riority, while others supposed that high prices would be

maintained, and great profits would accrue therefrom. With

some, this last supposition has been 'realized while others

have their Pekins on hand longing for customers.

I bave found no other variety of ducks so plenty at our

shows this season as Pekins, and I have been urged by sev-

eral parties to purchase their entire stock. My first intro-

duction to Pekins was at the Buffalo show, while judging

ducks in 1874.

I was favorably impressed with them, and believed them

to be a valuable addition to our stock of water fowls, but I

did not believe they were much superior to our old varieties.

My experience with them since verifies my first impression.

In the early autumn of 1874, I procured, from headquar-

ters, two pairs of early hatched birds. On their arrival,

their size seemed immense, but on handling them they

seemed light. I gave them a splendid chance ; they shared

the pond and stream with my Aylesburys for a few months,

and, although they appeared .so much larger, when tested

by the scales the Aylesburys fell short of them in weight,

just one pound to the pair.'

During the winter I exhibited them successfully at two

shows, then gave them as good a chance as my facilities,

which are unexcelled, would admit of. The record that fol-

lowed is so discouragingly bad that I omit it. In two in-

stances I crossed a Pekin drake with an Aylesbury duck, as

an experiment. The result was quite an improvement on

the Pekins, both as to size and symmetry. ' The crosses bore

no resemblance at all to the Pekins, but could easily have

been mistaken for Aylesburys, with a slight tinge of yellow

on the bills.

All the crosses have been slaughtered except four ducks,

which I propose to experiment with the coming season. A
neighbor of mine, last spring, crossed a Pekin drake with a

Rouen duck, and the result was a splendid lot of black and

white ducks that also outweighed the Pekins. Noticing a

very nice lot of Pekins at a show last fall, I purchased the

best pair, which were afterwards shipped to me. On their

arrival I was again disappointed in their actual weight. A
pair of late hatched Cayugas weighed in the same notch,

although the Pekins looked to be one-third heavier. The

scales informed me, also, that my young Aylesburys, Rouens,

and Cayugas outweighed them by from one to three pounds

per pair.

Pekins look much larger than either of the above-named

varieties, but it is because their feathers are loose and fiufty.

In view of these facts, have I not a right to claim that we

have other varieties of ducks as valuable as Pekins? I dis-

card the idea that they possess a single point of superiority

over Rouens or Aylesburys. The compact, glossy plumage

of the latter finds no comparison in the Pekin, and in sym-

metry and beauty the Aylesbury is ahead. It is of no

account to us whether they come from the Imperial yards

of the great heathen city or from the desert of Arabia—

whether they are as plentiful as the sands of the seashore or

as rare as pearls among pebbles. The point of interest with

us is. Are they what they have been represented to be ? I

predict, and time will sanction my assertion, that to place

Pekins on a par with our other valuable varieties-is all that

their merits will warrant. If they can rise higher, let them

do so on their own merits, and not because others quack for

them. I hope to hear from " Pekin " again
;
her articles

are sensible and spicy.

" It makes good garden sass "^ to let your hens and chick-

ens into your neighbor's grounds to take an Easter holiday,

" That bed is not long enough for me," said a tall, gruff

Englishman, on being ushered into his bedroom by an Irish

waiter at one of our hotels. "Faith, an' you'll find it's

plenty long enough, sir, when you get into it," was the re-

ply ;
" for then there'll be two more feet added to it."
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(For Fanciers' Journal.)

SHOW OF PIGEONS AT BALTIMORE.
The liberal schedule offered by the Miirj-Uind Poultry

Association, together with the cups and other valuable

prizes, brought out a large and beautiful collection of

pigeons. The cream of the country were in the show. The

high-class varieties contained some of the best birds ever

shown on this side of the Athintic; they were a great treat

to behold and a surprise to all—not only to gentlemen of

the fancy, but to the uninitiated in these feathered pets.

We were pleased to see so many fanciers from neighboring

cities, which happy meeting is the life of these interesting

exhibitions, and many exchanges and purchases were made,

to their mutual benefit, not forgetting the advantages in

the comparing of good and bad studs of birds. Last year,

the hall in which the show was held was found too small

for the number of entries, which caused a fancier to wish

that the largest hall in Baltimore would not be of sufficient

size to hold the number of coops another season, which

caused us to smile; but that enthusiastic fancier's wild ex-

pression (as we thought) has disappointed the hopes of the

most sanguine and has been realized, as the hall was packed

and no space for any more. The attendance of visitors was

greater than at any exhibition of a similar character we

have over visited. The interest being taken in our pets we

attribute partly to the large circulation of our poultry and

pigeon periodicals, now to be seen in nearly every household.

The grand display pleased all, which must have been very

gratifying to the getters-up of so successful an exhibition.

The birds had the bestof attention given them, with good food

and water. The well-sanded and new wire coops belong-

ing to the association gave a neatness to the entire arrange-

ment. In another season we hope to see printed labels of

each variety posted on the coops, that strangers may recog-

nize a Carrier from a flying Antwerp.

The .society having offered a silver cup for the bird that

would make the best time in a fly from Washington City

to Baltimore, brought out several contestants. The race

was won by Mr. Strine's Silver-dun Antwerp; time, one

hour and forty-nine minutes; weather very cloudy. The

time made did not satisfy the flying fanciers, as the same

birds had flown the distance in much quicker time. The race

created considerable excitement both in Washington and this

city. Many persons witnessed the start from the dome of

the capitol. The winning birds were again placed on exhi-

bition, and attracted considerable attention and were much
admired, as were also the beautiful Antwerps of Mr. Van
Opstal, of New York, his birds having won prizes in races

of several hundred miles in Europe. Many fanciers are

now starting with this fashionable and intelligent variety

of pigeons. The crowded state of the aisles prevented us

examining critically many of the birds ; however, we man-
aged to take a look at the winners and a few others. The
judges were Mr. Long, of Philadelphia, and Mr. Stunyse,

of this city, whose awards gave satisfactioVi in nearly ail

cases. We did not envy their work, as points in pigeons

are so much finer now-a-days that it requires good and
careful judgment to satisfy fanciers of the times.

There were ninety-one coops of Pouters, one fancier of

this favorite variety (Mr. Becker) showing forty-two birds.

First prize. Blue cock, very stylish and good in girth,

rough limbed. Second prize (Caughey), a splendid bird,

good in nearly all points, excellent in leg, crop, and moon,
wanting only shoulder-marks. 705, very stylish and long

in feather. 295, good color, large bird, but too thick.

475, highly commended, nice bird, fair marking, good legs.

476, rather small, good in girth and limb. First Blue hen,

a very large bird and winner wherever shown ; first two
years in succession at New York ; many supposed her to be

a cock. Second prize hen, well placed, color and limb

very good, no shoulder-mark. 480, nicely-marked hen.

481, highly commended, fair bird. First Black cock, a

grand Pouter in all points and shown in splendid condi-

PT VLK CARRirR COCK—SECOND PRIZE.

tion, the best for color and marking in the show. Second,

fine bird, wanting in limb and color. 484, highly com-

mended, excellent in limb and color, rather short in feather,

good crop. First Black hen, not in good show condition,

color and marking very good ; we preferred second prize,

with her good clean legs and feathered to our taste. 486,

good in crop only. 487, fair bird, good crop. 703, un-

noticed baby, we liked very much. The Black hen shown

by Mr. Becker beat all the cocks in the show for crop. In

Reds we find a great improvement in color of the cocks;

some excellent birds in the class, and the winners hard to

choose ; nearly every bird deserving of a prize. First and

second Beds very equal in points, the former the best in

marking, the other best in leg and color; the prizes could

have been reversed, second being such a stylish bird. 351,

unnoticed, beat the pair in all points; a clean-marked bird,

slightly ring-necked; he was sold, we believe, at what we

thought a low price, to a New Yorker. Bed hens not so

good in color as is wantedi First Bed hen, bad color, very

long bird, good limbs, and a splendid stock bird; we pre-

ferred second prize hen. 493; a nice bird. Yellows were a

good show, and well-known birds competed. First, a grand

bird and no mistake, very long in feather, capital color,

wanting only the rose to make him a bird hard to match.

Second, a good Pouter. 353 seemed very young, only
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wanting in leg-featiioring ; willi a little more age he will

bo a good one ; very long, thin girth, and quite stylish, with

good marking. 228, worthy of a prize. First Yellow hen,

a largo bird. Second, we liked best; her being lame lost

her the usual place ; she is good enough to win anywhere.

677, a good hon. In young hens there were some good

birds, 501 being the best in the lot, which won the special,

1875. First White cock will kfeep his place, and well

deserves it, although some young ones coming on may take

it from him. Second, also a good one. Several other

White cocks deserved notice. Some very pretty young

Whites shown. This class is always admired, especially by

the ladies. The first White hen is always in her place
;
she

changed hands, and now goes back to her old home ; she

recognized her old mate when she was put in an adjoining

coop, and looked another bird just in time to catch the

judges' eyes. Moaleys and Splashes contained some good

birds and some inferior ones. One of the best in the lot

was shown by Seheld, of Brooklyn.

:,ACK OAKKIER COCK—FIKST PEIZE.

Carriers, twenty-six entries. First prize Black cock (Yew-
dall) was a grand bird, sound color, thick box beak, and the

handsomest eye-wattle ever seen, and as near perfect as any

Carrier ever shown ; the condition of the bird attracted much
attention ;

it will be difficult to find his equal. Second

prize was a raven black, very long in face, beautiful in eye-

wattle, and a very thin, long neck; a grand bird for the

show-eoop ; head well up all the time, with that race-horse-

like appearance so characteristic of these famous birds ; he

was a little faulty in beak ;
some fanciers regarded him as

a dangerous competitor. The other Black cocks were good

birds, but much behind the winners. First Black hen, good

in head points. Second was a fair bird, her color very good
;

too young to compete with older birds. The first Dun eoek

was a magnificent bird, grand eye and beak-wattle, very

strong in build, perhaps the best beak in the show ; he was

preferred by some to any bird shown ; we thought he

showed a little too much gullet, which gave him too thick

an appearance about the head. Second prize Dun was a

good bird in the show-coop, beautiful eye-wattle, rather too

thick and short in neck, excellent beak. First prize Dun
hen, a beautiful Carrier all over, very straight beak, excel-

lent in color, and grand style, quite equal in size to most of

the cocks. Second prize was not much behind, color not

quite right. Pen 577, the best Dun Carrier hen we ever

saw, good everywhere, and we think we are safe in calling

her the best Carrier for a hen shown ; we cannot see

how she escaped the judge's notice ; she deserved first prize,

although her wattles were not quite as heavy as the win-

ner ; one fancier of this noblo bird tried hard for her, but

she could not be left in Baltimore ; she is a model of a Car-

rier, having all the points required in a first-class specimen.

The other colors in Carriers need no special remarks.

Judging seventy-four short-faced Tumblers was no easy

matter, the entire lot being so even throughout. First and

second prize Almond cocks were two such birds as are not

often seen, the latter only beaten in feather; he was a

little gem, and had a wonderful head. Several others un-

noticed were also good birds, especially the well-known

Boston bird, who is now growing too dark. First prize

Almond hen, excellent in step and carriage. Second, we

preferred to the winner. Two others unnoticed were much

better than the prize birds. The well-known little Scotch

Lassie was again left out on account of a slight defect in

beak. The highly commended hen was a grand bird in

carriage and color, with the right Almond ground, beauti-

fully spangled. The Keds were a grand class. First prize

cock has won many prizes in Great Britain ; he was the

best Short-faced Tumbler in the show, so remarked a good

Scotch judge of Short-faces. Second Red was a very fine

style bird and excellent color. First Ked hen (Wall), a

neat little bird. Second, not so good in color. Agates

were up in all points. Second Agate cock (Purvis), very

good in head and beak. We preferred his hen to the first-

prize hen, beating her in all points save feather. 746 con-

tained a beautiful pair of Yellow Agates. Some good Mot-

tles, Kites and Splashes were shown. The two latter colors

we always like to see in the prize list; without them we

could not well keep up our strain of Almonds.

A few very pretty Short-faced Balds were placed too

high to be seen. They were very good in head, and some

really clean cut, especially coops 452, 453, and 455. A nice

pair of Yellows (long faces) were shown, also one pair of

very small Blue Beards. Almonds always takes precedence

in the Short-faced class. We preferred many of the other

colors, especially the Ked and Yellow Agate Mottles. The

former, unless in their prime for feather, are not near so

attractive. A special prize for the best pair of Short-faces

(any color) might settle this question of feather.

RED BARB—FIRST PRIZE.

Sixty-two Barbs competed, and the winners well selected.

Nothing wanting in the prize birds. The first Black cock

(Slifer) was a Barb throughout, and we thought the best in

the class. It was a grand show of Barbs, 'and many good

birds changed hands. A few were not in prime show con-

dition, and it would have been better had they'been left at

home ; but a cup was at stake, and they all tried hard for

it. We think the judges awarded the prizes to the right

birds, without fear or favor.
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TliB sixty-live Owls caused much talk in the judges' de-

cision. The Blue Africans were very good in head points,

and with their muffled frills were very pretty, yet we

thought them very deficient in color. The latter we think

a very importarit point in this favorite variety. We think

the English and foreign should have separate classes. The

several coops of White Africans were very clean and neat.

In Blue and Powdered, as well as Yellows and Blacks, we
saw some grand birds.

BL.\CK B.\RB COCK—FIRST PRIZE.

Thirty-six Swallows, nearly every coop good. The Blues,

Beds, and Blacks with white bars, shown by Colell, of New
York, were certainly deserving of the extra prizes. But

the most perfect Swallow ever seen in Baltimore, the Blue

Barless hen, coop 355, was as perfect as any of the Swal-

lows in Fulton's new work, whether they are overdrawn or

not. She is matchless. Her OAvner deserves much credit

for showing such a faultless bird, which is as hard to breed

true to feather as any of the Toy varieties. All of the

known colors in Swallows in a row was quite a pretty sight.

Twenty-six Trumpeters, and four of them fine Russians,

good Black and Mottles, the latter entirely too gay. Nice

Yellows and Blues were shown. What has become of the

pretty Keds we used to see so much ?

Thirty-eight Turbits, all colors. A very pretty pair with

white bars. Yellows few and good: points won over shells

—why not? Beds were few, as were also Self-colors.

Twelve Jacobins. Not a first-class bird in the lot.

Eighteen Magpies, some very clean in marking. A very

pretty pair of Keds won.

Twenty Fantails, some very fair birds. A beautiful pair

of Whites, with shoulder-marks similar to Turbits,

Twenty Priests, consisting of Reds, Yellows, Starling,

Spangled, and Ice—a very good collection. A famous pair

of Yellows lost their place this time. The hooked-nose pair

were given the preference. They were very pretty and

won by having this extra point.

Eighteen Homing Antwerps. Their performance wins

them the prize—not looks any more.

Archangels, Nuns, and other varieties contained nothing

extra.

A good number of Short-faced Berlin (Magpie-marked)

Tumblers were shown by Colell. They were new to the

fancy here. Extra prizes wore given to each color.

PRIZE LIST or THK MARYLAND SHOW Or PIGEONS.

Po7rfe/-s—^Uie— Cock, 1st, J. Yewdall, Philadelphia, Pa.
;

2d, N. W. Caughy, Baltimore; highly commended, A.
Seheld, Brooklyn, N. Y. Hen, 1st, A. Scheld

; 2d, N. W.
Caughy; highly commended, C. Becker, Baltimore. Black
—Cock, 1st, J. Yewdall ; 2d, A. Scheld ; highly commended,

C. Bei^ker. Red—Cock, 1st, 2d, and highly commended,
J. Yewdall. Hen, 1st, A. Scheld ; 2d, J. Yewdall ; highly
commended, N. M. Pusey, Catonsville, Md. Yellow

—

Cock, 1st and highly commended, .1. Yewdall ; 2d, C.
Becker; highlj' commended, A. Scheld. Hen, 1st and 2d,

J. Yewdall. White—Cock, 1st and 2d, J. Yewdall ; highly
commended, C. Becker ; highly commended, N. W. Caughy.
Hen, 1st, John Yewdall ; 2d and highly commended, C.
Becker. Any other color—The following won prizes : A.
Scheld, C. Becker, C. H. Cleram. Young Black cock,

A. Scheld, $5; Yellow, C. Becker, $5; White, C. Becker,

$5; White hen, C. Becker, $5. Best— Blue, C. Becker,

$5; Splash, A. Scheld; Mealy, A Scheld, C. W. Clemm.
N. W. Caughy's special for best Blue and White, J. Yew-
dall, $10. Cup (value $23), for best collection of Pouters,

J. Yewdall: Carriers, J. Yewdall.
Carriers—Black—Cock, 1st and highly commended, J.

Yewdall ; 2d and highly commended, T. S. Gaddess, Balti-

more. Hen, 1st and highly commended, J. Yewdall ; 2d,

T. S. Gaddess. Dun—Cock, 1st, J. Yewdall ; 2d, T. S.

Gaddess. Hen, 1st and highly commended, J. Yewdall
;

2d and highly commended, T. S. Gaddess. Red—Cock, 1st,

W. B. Cochran, Baltimore. Yellows—2d, F. Heine, Bal-

timore. Whites—1st and 2d, D. F. Wall, Baltimore.

Short-faced Tumblers—Almonds—Cock, 1st and highly
commended, T. S. Gaddess; 2d, G. Purvis, New York;
highly commended, S. H. Slifer, Baltimore. Hen, 1st and
highly com.mended, T. S. Gaddess ; 2d, G. Purvis. Red

—

Cock, 1st, T. S. Gaddess ; 2d, D. F. Wall. Hen, 1st, D. P.
Wall ; 2d, T. S. Gaddess. Agate—Cock, 1st, T. S. Gaddess ;

2d, Geo. Purvis. Hen, 1st and 2d, T. S. Gaddess. Black
Mottled—Cock, 1st, T. S. Gaddess. Hen, 1st, T. S. Gaddess.
Kite—Cock, 1st, S. H. Slifer; 2d, H. Colell; highly com-
mended, T. S. Gaddess. Hen, 1st, H. Colell ; ^2d, S. H.
Slifer

;
highly commended, T. S. Gaddess. Splashed

—

Cock, 1st, H. Colell ; 2d, S. H. Slifer. Hen, 1st, H. Colell

;

2d, S. H. Slifer. Silver pitcher and cup for best collection

of Short-faced Tumblers, T. S. Gaddess. Short-faced Ber-
lin Tumblers—Extra prizes were awarded to H. Colell for

his collection of these varieties of Berlins. Extra prizes

were also given for Yellow Short-faced Tumblers, 1st, D.
F. Wall ; 2d, C. Becker.
Balds and Beards—Cock, 1st and 2d, J. E. Koons. Hen,

1st and highly commended, J. E. Koons. Beards— 1st in

Yellow, 2d in Blue, 1st in Blacks, H. Colell; 2d, J. Oler,

Baltimore.
jBacfts—Black—Cock, 1st, S. H. Slifer ; 2d, H. Colell

;

highly commended, D. Mordecai, Baltimore. Hen, 1st, D.
Mordecai

; 2d, H. Colell. White—Cock, 1st and 2d, S. H.
Slifer. Hen, 1st, H. Colell ; 2d, S. H. Slifer. Red—Cock,
1st, D. Mordecai; 2d, S. H. Slifer ; highly commended, H.
Colell. Hen, 1st, H. Colell ; 2d, D. Mordecai. Yellow-
Cock, 1st and highlv commended, S. H. Slifer; 2d, D.
Mordecai ; Hen, 1st, S. H. Slifer

; 2d, D. Mordecai. Dun-
Cock, 1st, D. E. Newall, New York; 2d, S. H. Slifer.

Cup (value $23) and beautiful vase of wax flower offered

by a lady friend of the society, won by S. H. Slifer.

Oiois—White—Pairs, 1st, D. Mordecai; 2d, W. B. Coch-
ran. Black—Pairs, 1st, H. Colell ; 2d, D. Mordecai. Yel-
low—Pairs, 1st and 2d, D. Mordecai. Blue—Pairs, 1st, J.

Schminck, Baltimore ; 2d, W. B. Cochran. Blue-powdered
—Pairs, 1st and 2d,- D. Mordecai. Dun—Pairs, 1st, H.
Colell. Cup, value $23, for best collection of Owls, D. Mor-
decai .

Swallows—Black—Pairs, 1st, J. Schminck
; 2d, T. Sym-

ington, Baltimore. Yellow—Pairs, 1st and 2d, T. S. Gad-
dess ;

highly commended, H. Colell and T. Symington.
Red—Pairs, 1st, T. S. Gaddess; 2d, J. Oler. Bliie—Pairs,
1st, J. Oler; 2d, T. Symington. Blue (barless), 1st, T. S.

Gaddess. Extra prizes were awarded to H. Colell for Blue,

Red, and Black Swallows with white bars.

rrirm;jcto-.s—Black—Pairs, 1st, H. Colell ; 2d, T. S. Gad-
dess; highly commended, D. Mordecai. Mottled—Pairs,

1st, H. Colell; 2d, T. S. Gaddess. Yellow—Pairs, 1st, F.
R<mimell, Baltimore; 2d, J. Schminck. White—Pairs,

1st, D. Mordecai ; 2d, F. A. Rommell. Blue—Pairs, Is-t

and 2d, D. Mordecai.
'jTitrAtiJs—Black (self-color)—1st, W. B. Cochran; 2d, J.

H. Lammers, Baltimore. Yellow (self-color)— 1st and 2d,



Jan. 20, 1876.] THE FANCIEES' JOURNAL. 27

C. Becker. White (.self-color)— 1st, T. Symington
;
Sd, W.

B. Cooliriin. Ked (self-color)—1st and 2d, L. Roll, Biilti-

more. Blaclc luid Bluo-tivil—1st and 2d, C. II. Cleinm, Biil-

timoro. Rod— 1st, W. B. Cochran. Yellowi?— 1st, T. S.

Giuldoss. Bliies (shouldered)—1st and 2d, L. Roll. Blues
(white bars)—1st, D. Mordecai (extra prize).

J««o6;h.s—Self-color—Pairs, 1st, H. Colell ; 2d, D. F.

Wall. Vellow—1st and 2d. L. Roll. White—1st, L. Roll.

Blue—1st, L. Roll. Red— 1st, L. Roll.

M/i7/«cs—BlacU-—Pairs, 1st, D. Mordecai ; 2d, L, Roll.

Yellow—Pairs, 1st, J. Olcr
; 2d, J. H. Lammers. Rod-

Pairs, 1st, J. H. Lammers; 2d, K. A. Rominell. Blue—
1st, L. Roll.

Fauialls—While—Vmvn, 1st and 2d, D. Mordecai. Black
— 1st and 2d, J. K. Dele|ilaine, Baltimore. Splashed— 1st

and 2d, J. E. Delcplaine. Black-shouldered, extra prize,

H. Colell.

Hominfi Antwerps— Blue-checker—1st, J. J. Strine, Bal-

timore; '2d, J. Van Opstal, New York. Blue— 1st, J. Van
Opstal ; 2d, E. Whitman, Baltimore. Silver-dun— 1st, J.

Van Opstal ; 2d, J. .1. Strine.

/'Hcs/s—Rod—Pairs, 1st, T. S. Gaddess ; 2d, A. Mueller,
Baltimore. Yellow— Pairs, 1st, H. Colell ; 2d, T. S. Gad-
dess. Spangled—1st, T. A. Symington; 2d, L. Roll.

iV«n.«—Red—1st, H. Colell. Black— 1st, H. Colell. Yel-

low—1st, H. Colell'; 2d, L. Roll

Archangels—Ist, T. S. Gaddess. Marble.
Baltimore, January 10, 1S7(1.

(For Rincievs' Journal.)

SUPREME SELFISHNESS.
A WEITEU in No. ,50, Vol. II., of the Jmirnal, who signs

himself "Young Breeder," seems to be greatlj' troubled

by the action of the Elmira poultry fanciers. As I do not

know who this writer is, he cannot regard anything which

I may say as per.sonal.

The resolutions adopted by this meeting, are a step in the

right direction, and what all our poultry societies require,

not only that the name of the breeder of the specimens of-

fered for prizes be entered on the books of the society, but

also placed with the name of the exhibitor on the coops,

and published in the premium list it will be better for the

mass of breeders.

So much depends upon the care of stock before and dur-

ing the laying season, and upon that given to the chicks

after they leave the shell, that he who raises a fine exhibi-

tion trio deserves the credit of it, even though the stock

from which tbey were bred came direct from the yards of

some of our noted fanciers. Very many fine trios are sent

out from the yards of the noted breeders every year, and

yet how few comparatively real fine exhibition birds are

produced from them. The reason of this is that most of

those who purchase this poultrj^, often at very high figures,

do not care properly for the original stock and its progeny.

Disappointment is the inevitable result, and in a large

majority of cases the blame is laid upon the parties from
whom the birds were received. Much of the worthless stock

referred to by " Young Breeder," has proven worthless be-

cause of the ignorance, or carelessness, or general incompe-

tency of those who bought it. It is time that it was under-

stood that it requires natural taste, experience, skill, patience,

and perseverance, to breed fine poultry successfully, and
that the purchase of a trio, or a dozen trios, of the very best

birds to be had, will not make any green hand who may
undertake the business a successful poultry i-aiser.

Several years ago, a gentleman, in speaking of the editor of

the Fanciers' Journal, said, "He can sell his best birds in the

fall, and from those which appear to be inferior in quality, he
can raise splendid chicks. He understands so well how to

mate his birds, that some which would be regarded as se-

cond-class exhibition birds, are first-class as breeders, per-

haps the very best in the lot. Then he understands how to

feed and care for the chicks, so as to produce far better re-

sults than most of those attained who purchased his best

show birds." " Young Breeder" thinks that this arrange-

ment would destroy the value of exhibition birds. If the

chief value of these birds is to blind and deceive the public,

the sooner they loose their value the better for the fancy.

Why should any one object to putting the breeder's name
on the coop, unless he wants to buy a reputation, which he

knows he does not deserve? How many have bought an

exhibition trio at a high figure, and under cover of the pre-

miums received have sold much inferior stock ? Some whose

names appear conspicuously in the premium list, seldom

breed a bird worth showing. They thus by practicing this

from year to year, get a reputation which they do not de-

serve, and they are really practicing a fraud upon the pub-

lic. It is time this should cease, or a premium will come to

be regarded as of little value. There are some, however,

who purchase birds and exhibit them, who do not deserve

this censure, as they have no hesitation in stating either in

the show-room, or in print, that they are not the breeders.

Some of the highest prices that have ever been paid for

birds, have been paid at shows where the birds were intend-

ed for breeding, and not for future exhibition. Extra fine

birds will always command a good price. Let " Young
Breeder " and all who are embarking in the business re-

member that in those days of e-xhibitions, and poultry papers,

a reputation that is bought will be of little value. Q.

A GOOD many stories of stammerers are told, but none of

recent date better than the following of Piatt Evans, of

Cincinnati : It was one of his pleasures to teach his friends

how to purchase tender geese, though he could not always

get them in the market. One morning he saw a lot, and

inquired of the farmer how many there were.

"About a dozen," was the reply.

" W-w-ell," said Piatt, " I k-k-keep b-boarding-house,

and my b-b-boarders are the biggest e-eaters you ever s-s-saw.

P-p-pick out n-n-nine of the t-t-toughest you've g-g-got."

The farmer complied, and laid aside the other three ten-

der ones. Piatt picked them up carefully, and putting them

in his basket, said,

" I b-b-believe I'll t-t-take these three."

A MAN some time ago threw a small dog into a river at

Rochester from a railroad bridge, Instead of passing over

the falls, as was expected, the dog reached a large piece of

ice close to the brink. He was seen there for three days,

but no one ventured to rescue him. An attempt was made
to induce him to jump into the river by throwing stones at

him, but it failed. The moaning of the dog was painful to

listen to. Finally, two boys, in passing over the bridge,

saw the dog and determined to rescue him. Neither one of

them would go alone, but each challenged the other to go

with him. They started, walked through the cold water to

where a single misstep would have sent them to their death

below the falls, picked up the poor dog and regained the

bridge in safety to receive the hearty compliments of those

who had witnessed their daring adventure. 'i"e dog, when

rescued, had been on the ice just above the brink of the

falls for four days, and was so weak that he could not stand

up.
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MICHIGAN STATE POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq.

Dear Sir: Our arrangements for holding a union fair

of poultry, dogs, cats, fish, fruits, flowers, vegetables, and
babies, are progressing favorably, and our premium lists

will be distributed this wee);:. The fish commissioners are

making an effort to hold a convention of all interested in

pisciculture, and also of the state sportsmen's club, to secure

some action for the preservation of game and fish. We
hope to see here most of the eastern breeders who intend to

visit Chicago, as our fair begins directly after the close of

that of the National Association. Our most noticeable

prizes will be $25 for best five Light Brahma cocks or

cockerels; $50 for best Tortoise-shell Tom cat; golden
double eagle for best baby under five years, and an excellent

list on dogs of over $300. Prize list and rules sent on appli-

cation. E. C. Skinner, Secretary,

WEEKL Y GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respeetfutly solicitedfrom all.

_
—The Skunk (Mephitis) is, we believe, the only undomes-

ticated animal that always varies in color in the different
individuals; no two are ever seen alike. Some are almost
entirely black, others striped or spotted

; some again nearly
white. The skunk is found only in America, from the Strait
of Hegelian to Hudson's Bay. The colors are always white
and black, none are ever seen entirely of either. They be-
long to the weasel family, but resemble the gluttons and
badgers in habits aud general appearance. They dwell,
often, many families together, and are frequently found in
the same hole with the woodchuck (Arctomys monax). They
are active by day as well as by night, and when discovered,
make no effort to escape, but are aggressive—acting always
on the offensive. They are the most beautiful of American
carnivora, and perhaps of any of our small quadrupeds.

J. M. McOam.

—If "L"' and "Aqua" could place the inside of the
glass of their aquariums beneath the focus of a powerful
microscope, they would behold a magnificent and boundless
prairie, or pasture field, teeming with life of all imaginable
shapes. They might behold terrific combats between mon-
sters of the most grotesque and horrible forms. It is in
the confervoid growth in the aquarium that the animalcula
shelter, fee(%nd propagate

; and it is in the pursuit of these,
to us invisible forms of life, that the fish execute the double-
quick movements up and down the glass. At night the fish
will be found on the glass next to the light, where the ani-
malcula are most easily seen. C. Vituhnus.

—Jet Black Buck.—While hunting with a party of
friends in the mountains, last fall, a, jet black buck was seen,

of unusual size and with noble antlers. White, or spotted
deer are sometimes seen, but this is the only black one ever
seen in these mountains. Any variation from the ordinary
color is extremely rare. We also found and brought away, as

a curiosity, a buck's horn of great size, and entirely free

from " prongs " or "spikes," being as smooth as the horn
of an ox. J. M. McCam.

—" Greeny " wants to know if the judge who made the
following awards could be considered co?isisient, and whether
the decisions were correct: 1, A. showed a pair of White
Jacobins which were disqualified on account of not matching
in eyes, being otherwise very fair birds ; 2, B. showed a pair

of 'Turbits, one a black wing, the other a red wing, which
were awarded first premium over a pair of matched Reds
that were very near, if not equal to, the odd pairs; 3, C.

showed a pair of Colored Fantails, one having a slight crest,

the other smooth head, one having darker eyes than the

other, which were awarded third premium.

—A Californian is an authority upon any flea question :

For that squirrel, Persian Insect Powder is good. For
puppies, we wash in water with six drops of carbolic acid
added to each pint; u salt-water bath is also good. A sure

remedy is to catch the fleas, drown them in coal oil, then
burti the oil. I wonder why their motive power couldn't
be utilized. I think I saw once in some Turkish statistics,

" If all the fleas a Turk carries in his clothes were to jump
at once_they'd carry him across the Bosphorus." E. S. S.

—" E's " English Sparrows (Mo. 48)—I am the friend

of our native birds, so copy with pleasure this fling at the
foreigners, by Wm. Flagg, in Scribner's, for December

:

" Since our people are resolutely bent on the destruction of

our native birds, it may be fortunate that there exists a for-

eign species of such a character, tliat, like the white-weed
and the witch-grass, after once being introduced, they can-
not by any possible human means be extirpated. When all

the native species are gone, we may be happy to hear the
unmusical twitter of the house-sparrow, and gladly watch
them and protect them, as we should if all the human race

had perished but our single self, welcome the society of the

ourang-outang.

"

E. S. S.

—A white snake was exhibited in this village by a

traveller, some time since. It was about four feet in length,

and had a horny protuberance on the point of its tail about
half an inch long, and very sharp. He said he captured it

in the mountains, and that it instantly killed one of his dogs
by a blow of its tail. I am of the opinion that the horn
was artificial ; if so, it was so cleverly adjusted as to deceive

the eye. That the snake was pure white there can be no
doubt. J. M. McCam.

-The Council of the London Zoological Society have pro-
cured and deposited in their gardens a fine specimen of the

Chimpanzee. It is a male and about five years old. It is

playful and rather timid in disposition, and especially

ilarmed at the sight of n horse and cart. It was for some
time in captivity in Africa before being shipped for Eng-
land. It sits up and drinks out of a cup or from a spoon,

and has learned to fold its hands and to box in a quiet way
with its keeper, who can also make it laugh after a fashion

of its own when pleased and caressed.

—Squirrels.—In Journaliov January 6th, J. M. McCam
says, " that gray squirrels castrate each other." Isheswreof
it ? I have always supposed the operation was performed by
the black squirrel (Sciurus Carolinieiisis). I once shot a

gray squirrel which was fighting with a black squirrel, and
found him very severly wounded in the parts mentioned. I

killed him with a bullet in the head, and the wound was fresh.

So I am confident that he received it in the battle with his

black cousin. Mr. McCam also says that the flying squirrel

[Pteromys Volucella) " can fly from two to tliree hundred
yards with ease." I have spent a great many j'ears in the

woods where these squirrels abounded, but sixty feet, with
descent of at least twenty, is the longest flight I have ever
witnessed. J. M. Tract.
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—Snow-white liaros arc plentiful all through the moun-
tains ol' this State. They are very much larger than the

common gray variety, and are never found of any other
color. They are very .shy and as fleet as a greyhound, and
and are but seldom caught. Their hahitats are the almost
impenetrable Rhododendron thickets that fringe the moun-
tain streams. J. M. MoCam.
—Comb PnoTKCXous.—Have I, or have 1 not, improved on

M. W. Miner's plan of comb protection ? I found it verj'

difficult to tie the flannel " caps " on my two favorite Leg-
horn cocks, and so I sewed them on with silk thread at front
and rear of comb, by passing a needle once through the comb,
and back, and tying the thread in a good knot. The chick-
ens do not seem to mind it, and the cap stays on. Will it

hurt them ? J. W. Greene.
Chillicotiie, Mo.

—SijniKRELs.—The Santa Cruz Sentinelsays, that in time, if

no measures are used to check his ravages, the squirrel plague
will soon be as fatal to California as the grasshopper has been
to Kansas. Spasmodic and unsystematic efforts to abate him
have been made, but without much success, except in a few
localities. Occasionally, the inhabitants of a neighborhood
turn out, and from time to time destroy thousands of the ro-

dents, b}' poison and other destructive agents, and, in man}'
instances, almost exterminate the pests; but. in a few weeks
or months the number is as large as though none had been
destroyed, for the simple reason that they emigrate in count-
less thousands from surrounding neighborhoods where they
had not been poisoned. Hence, it is as useless as the en-
deavor to pump out the ocean, for any one community to

exterminate tliem. All must join in the work at the same
time, to make it efiective. Therefore, we suggest that the
law relating to the destruction of squirrels should be made
applicable to all the counties of the state, and that every
land owner should be compelled, at stated periods during
each year, to devote a given number of days to the destruc-
tion of the pests; and for refusal or neglect to do so, be
subjected to a penalty. We have the authority of farmers
for saying that under some such system the state can be rid
of a pest that now consumes not less than five per cent, of
its products annually.

—Eaebits, Hakes and Sqxjierbls—Your correspondent,
J. M. McCani, seems to have fallen into the very error
which note, page 710, December 9th, of Fanciers' Journal,
has intended to correct. He has evidently taken, as
usual, the rabbit for the hare. He says :

" The nest
of the hare is simply a hole in the ground, always lined
with fur, and carefully covered with grass and leaves."

Dr. John D. Goodman says (American Natural History,
Vol. 2, page 158) ; " The form (nest) of the hare is a mere
space, of the size of the animal upon the stirface of the ground,
cleared of grass." And, on page 159, he says :

" The Amer-
ican bare never burrows in the ground like the European
rabbit."

S. G. Goodrich (Animal Kingdom, Vol. 1, page 341) says :

" The breeding place of a hare is under a tuft of grass, a
high brake, brushwood, or standing corn;" and on page
348, the same author says :

" The rabbit digs a hole and pulls
from her body a quantity of fur with which she makes a
warm bed for her young." J. G. Wood (Animal Kingdom,
page 582,) says: "The hare does not live in burrows like
the rabbit, but only makes a slight depression in the
ground." On page 685 we read: "the female rabbit digs
a burrow in which she places a quantity of dried herbage
and down."
The American Cyclopedia (Art. hare), page 718, says:

"The form (nest) is a mere depression of the ground." So
much for the nests. Now for the young. J. M. McCam
says: "The young of the hare are from three to eight in
number, and are usually born in April." Now, all the
authors above quoted, and others not quoted, as Buffon,
Audubon, etc., slate the young of the hare to be from two
to five, and instead of being born in April exclusively, are
littered, at least, in five months of the year. " The rabbit,"
says J. G. Wood, page 585, " gives birth to seven or eight."
And Goodrich says, page 348: "A vigorous female will
produce about eight young rabbits, not only in April, but
seven times in the course of a year. I think, here are au-

thorities enough to show that J. M. McCam mistook the
hare for the rabbit.

Now, a word about the flying squirrel. J. M. McCam
says : "They can fly from two to three hundred yards with
ease." 1 must confess that this takes me "on the fly."
" And that naturalists say only about fifty feet." Now, I
know not where J. M. McCam gets his authority for either

of these statements. Goodrich (Animal Kingdom, page
355,) says fortj' or fifty yards (not feet), and the American
Cyclopedia, page 583, says: " It sails a distance of forty or
fifty yards." Buftbn, Goodrich, and Wood, merely say itcan
leap or fly quite a distance

; and, surely, if they could have
even dreamed of a vnhicella getting over ground, or air, to

the extent of three hundred yards, nine hundred feet, between
a fifth and a sixth of a mile, they would not have been content
with such a simple statement, but would rather have given
full value to the animal power and placed it among the

wonders of nature.

If J. M. MeCam, or anj' of our readers, will turn to page
583, American Cyclopcedia, he, or they, will see how this

mistake, if it is one, has been made. As to the habits of
the gray squirrels castrating each other, I can find no au-
thority for it, in a vast amount of reading; nor can I that

of the flying squirrel to live in the same tree with the gray.

Each of these habits are certainly too strange to have escaped
the especial notice of such naturalists as Audubon, Charles
Bonaparte, and others, who wandered for seasons through
our American forests, making them and their inhabitants
their study. HuoN.

Cof^F^ESpOfJDEfJCE.

indiana poxtltry association.

Editor Fanciers' .Iournal.

Dear Sir: The Indiana Poultry Association held their

annual meeting January 6th, and elected the following

officers for the ensuing year :

President—A. C. Shortridge.

Vice-President—Robert Mitchell.

Secretary—Wm. H. Ery.

Treasurer—W. E. Christian.

Executive Committee—I. N. Barker, E. G. Bagley, 0. W.
Brownbeek, with the President and Secretary ex-officio.

The Association is in a prosperous condition, financially,

and decided to hold an exhibition at Indianapolis, January

2, 3, 4, and 5, 1877. Respectfully yours,

W. H. Ery,
Indianapolis. January 14, 1S76. Secretary.

ANOTHER FOLLY.
Mr. Wade.
Dear Sir: Last week, with the wisdom of an Owl, I

visited your city in pursuit of a Pouter, whom I have spot-

ted, and whom I shall prevent becoming a Nun, by calling

in a Priest to assist me to Carri-er off, though she will surely

Tern me from a Laugher into a Tumbler for Trumpeter-ing

like a Magpie, that my Selmet, Shield, and Breastplate, have

not protected me from the Barbs of that Archangel, poet-

ically known as Cupid. Of course, I had no time to visit No.

39 N. Ninth Street, but you know how a fellow feels under

such circumstances [No, we don't.

—

Ed.], and I will try to

do better next time. If you have not already enough on

Heredite, make use of the inclosed and possibly when I

settle the present (it will not do to call it folly, she might

broomstick me), I may return to " Youthful Follies." Do
not forget to send me a few copies of No. 52, Vol. II. See

postal card. The Journal is universallj' liked, and is cer-

tainly a successful fancier's paper.

Very respectfully. Will. Burleigh.
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POITLTRY AND PIGEON HOUSE WANTED.

Jos. M. "Wadb, Esq.

Bear Sik: I would' request (through the moclium of your

valuable paper) that some of the old " fanciers " furnish a

plan of a poultry house, for four different varieties of fancy

poultry; the second story of which is to be devoted to the

breeding of four different varieties of fancy pigeons.

Hoping that some one will respond,

I remain, truly yours,

Januahv 12, 1876. .J. E. M.

Teachbr—" "What is the definition of flirtation ?" In-

telligent young pupil—" It is attention without intention."

" Never enumerate your juvenile poultry anterior to the

period of incubation; " or, in other words, "Never count

your chickens before they are hatched."

Sp^A^LL PeJ DEp/^F^JjVIEfJj

and young folks' corner.

THE MOCKING-BIRD.
Subdued in plumage, sensitive of ear.

Gliding through the thickets when ther's danger near,

He does not prink—true poets never do

—

He leaves such fopperies to the cockatoo.

The parrot tribe, whose ear-oifending note?

Betray their breeding when they ope' their throats.

Graceful in motion, elegant, tho' shj'.

His is the style we judge not by the eye.

Fine feathers mark the finch of gilded wing
;

The bird of genius calmly waits to sing.

Ah, then ! the magic of his art is shown
In twenty voices, none of them his own

;

Now thrush, now robin—then to hear, you think.

The sweet bravura of the bobolink.

The black-bird's litting call, the blue-bird's sharp

Staccato, chiming with the March wind's harp.

The round he runs of each familiar strain.

We scarce catch one before he's off' again.

With the hawk's scream, the frightened hen deceives
;

Twitters like sparrows underneath the eaves;

Trills till the vexed canary, in his cage.

Sulks on his perch in jealous, baffled rage
;

Yelps like the puppy, like the kitten mews.
The lazy pigeon on the barn outcoos.

And crowns the whole with one triumphant note

Of joyous laughter from the human throat.

But when in midnight's hush the full moon's beams
Flings the black shadows on Pilatka's stream.

Silvering the summit of the moss-hung pines.

And decks with diamond dews the tangled vines.

Then, when all else is hushed, hear him repeat

His native love-notes, witching, wild and sweet.

—"Walter Mitchell, in Scribner's.

(Reported for Fanciers' .Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
Philadelphia, for the week ending January IS, 1871).

1 Screech Owl {Scops asio). Presented by F. "W. Sobyeo,

Philadelphia.

3 Musk-Rats {Fiber zibeirecus). Presented by C. B. Eossell,

Trenton, N. J.

1 Eaccoon {Procyon lotor). Presented by Master H. B.

Miller, Philadelphia.

1 Banded Ilattlesnake {Crotalus durissus). Presented by

Dr. A. C. Beecher, Philadelphia.

1 Weasel {Piiiorius fuscMsf). Presented by John Horan,

Overbrook, Penna. K. E. HuoN.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

"ZOO" NOTES.^-No. 10.

DY iiuriN.

OWLS.

*' In the hollow tree, in the old gray tower,

The spectral owl doth dwell;

Dull, hated, despised in the sunshine hour,

But at dusk he's ahroad and well

!

Not a bird of the forest e'er mates with him,

All mock him outright by day

;

But at night, when the woods grow still and dim,

The boldest will shrink away.

Oil ! when the night falls and roosts the fowl,

Then, theu is the reign of the Horned Owl."

The Owl family in the Zoo, which comprises some of the

most prominent members of the Sirigince, has a quiet home
in the southern end of the Eagle aviary, where, perched

upon artificial trees, their cat-like eyes wink and blink at

their visitors through all the long hours of the day. By
name these feathered animals, which in their habits and

facial appearance seem as much cat as bird, are known as

the Great Horned Owl, the Java Owl, the Screech Owl, the

Barn Owl, the Mottled Owl, the Barred Owl, the Burrow-

ing Owl, the Snowy Owl, etc.

Of owls there are about one hundred and fifty species,

more than forty of which are Americans. The whole race

may at once be distinguished from all other birds by their

short, bulky form, their disproportioned head, false horns,

and cat face and eyes. But few of them are day birds, all

are solitary, roosting and breeding in caves, hollow trees,

or ruined and deserted buildings.

In the Bible, the owl is nearly always associated with

gloom, ruin, and desolation. Painters have ever repre-

sented it as a bird of ill omen. The oil Eomans did

something to redeem it by consecrating it to Minerva and

nominating it the emblem of wisdom—an unfortunate

selection. "Wisdom requires brains; the owl has none to

speak of.

One of the worst evils in life is to have to fight against a

bad reputation, especially when one does not deserve the

same; and no description of biped, be it a man without

feathers or a bird with, has suffered more from this cause

than the owl. Why, their very scientific titles, such as

Bubo, Strix, and Scops are words conveying the idea of

something noisy and unpleasant. Pliney—but that "old

father " was always falling into some absurdity—says of

the owl ; " He betokeneth alwais some heavie news, and he

is most execrable and accursed in the presages of publick

affaires." Another writer—Alexander Eoss by name^-

says that an owl perched upon the roof-top of "V"alentinian

(third Roman emperor of that name, and as.sassinated for

his crimes, A. D. 455) and presaged that emperor's death 1

Obsequeus tells us of an owl roosting upon the top of the

chamber of Gommodus (that beastly, scoundrell}' emperor,

who should have been assassinated long before he was), and

by its presence there predicted the tyrant's end. The Em-,

peror Augustus also had his prophetic owl to sit in the

pediment of the "curiae" (court house) for several days

consecutively, and there sing of that emperor's coming

demise. Think of an owl singing 1 And yet, Shakspeare

says he does sing :

" To whit ! To who ! A merry note

!

While greasy Joan doth keel the pot."

In 1-542,—yes, quite a jump; some fifteen hundred and

twenty-eight years from the time of Augustus,—the doleful
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songs of tho owls in northern France denoted something

terrible, the people said, and, sure enough, soon there fol-

lowed a great plague, a small war, and divers other calami-

lies, though what the poor owls had to do with them I have

been unable to discover.

Once having had a bad name established by the ancient

writers, it was both natural and easy for the modern ones

to follow in tbeir wake, and even Shakspeare must have his

ill word for the poor bird. When Lady Macbeth is wait-

ing to hear of the murder of King Duncan, she cries

:

" It wa.s the owl that shrieked—the fatal bellman I"

meaning thereby that the owl's voice was the voice of

fate, compelling her husband, in spite of himself, to com-

mit the '• murder most foul."

Bnflon also abuses the owl. However, there is much

cluift' in his wheat, and we should know how to separate the

one from the other. Of the Bubo maximus ho says :
" Ho is

of that tribo of birds who fear the light of day, and only fly

when it is gone;" that "his cry is fearful;" calls him a

" groaning cat," and declares that " he spends the day in

making ridiculous, buffoon-like gestures in the presence of

men and other birds." For shame, Father Buffon ! How
could you ?

In later days, when tho credit of tho owl was very low

(from all these false reports), Audubon came to the rescue.

Many a good word does he have for him, and much credit

does he give him for intellect. He says :
" Such persons as

conclude, when looking upon owls in the glare of day, that

they are, as they then appear, extremely dull, are greatly

mistaken." Much does Audubon say in favur of tho owl,

very interesting, but quite too long for my limited space

in the Fancier.

Let us say a word about the moral qualities of tho owls,

one of which is their extraordinary attachment for their

young. Proof: Dr. Stanley, Bishop of Norwich, England,

tells of a pair of old birds that carried dead game every

night to feed an unfortunate little one who had been cap-

tured. And then, what a happy married life the owls lead !

Observe the husband as he sits by the side of his mate,

looking as wise as a stick of wood with a great coat on.

Note Mrs. Owl's demeanor, too. No bickering or snubbing

there ! No ; they nestle close together, enjoy each other's

company, and sing owl duets, when the moon is brightlv

shining on the ivy-mantled tower. By the way, Gray, for

all be could write such a beautiful elegy, knew nothing

about these birds when he said,

" The moping owl does to the moon complain."

The owl does not mope. The genial Audubon calls him
the " Sancho Panza " of the woods, and the readers of Don
Quixote know how much wit, fun, and humor lies hidden
under that name.

The owl, too, is a provident bird. He looks well to the

larder
;
for food his young never wants. Can you have a

better sign of a good housekeeper? Nor is he ever waste-

ful. He may not be, as King Arthur was with his pudding,—" What he does not eat one day, the next day he has
fried,"—but what he has left to-day when his hunger is

satisfied. Bubo sirix or scops puts carefully by for to-morrow.
Very regular are the owls in their habits. The genus

Strix scops keeps up its cry of " Kew, kew" all through the
night, at intervals of two seconds, as regularly as the tick-

ing of a Waltham watch !

Here, then, we have conclusive evidence of a number of

estimable qualities possessed by tho owl. He is proved to

be a good husband, an aftectionate father, a frugal steward,

an excellent chronometer, and a jolly fellow. There are

great ones on this earth who have failed, with all their

greatne.=s, to merit such a eulogy.

"Mourn not for the owl nor his gloomy plight:

The owl hath his share of good.

If a prisoner he be in the broad daylight,

He is lord in the dark green wood !

Nor lonely the bird, nor his solemn mate

;

They are each unto each a pride;

Thrice fonder, perhaps, since a strange dark fate

Hath rent them from all beside !

So, when the night falls and dogs do howl,

Sing ho! for the reign of the Horned Owl!
We know not alway
AVho are kings of the day.

But tlie king of the night is the Horned Owl !"

THE BIRDS OF BRAZIL.
Two remarkable ornithological specimens of birds from

Brazil have recently been domesticated in the gardens of

the Royal Zoological Society of London, in Kegent's Park.

The first is the Bell-bird, the celebrated Campanero of

the Spaniards, called Dara by the Indians. He is about

the size of the Jay. His plumage is white as snow. On his

forehead rises a spiral tube, nearly three inches long. It is

jet black, dotted all over with small white feathers. It has

a communication with the palate, and when filled with air

looks like a spire; when empty, it becomes pendulous. His

note is loud and clear, like the sound of a bell, and may be

heard at the distance of three miles. In the midst of

Brazil's extensive wilds, almost out of gun reach, yoii will

see the Campanero. No sound or song from any of the

winged inhabittiuts of the forest, not even the clearly pro-

nounced " Whip-poor-Will " from the goatsucker, catises

such astonishment as the toll of the Campanero.

With many of the feathered race, he pays the cominon
tribute of a morning and evening song; and even when the

meridian sun has shut in silence the mouths of almost the

whole of animated nature, the Campanero still cheers the

forest. You hear his toll, and then a pause for a minute,

then another toll, and then a pause again, and then a toll,

and again a pause. Then he is silent for six or eight min-
utes, and then another toll, and so on. "Acta3on would
stop in the mid-chase," says Waterton, " Maria would
defer her evening song, and Orpheus himself would drop

his lute to listen to him, so sweet, so novel, and so romantic

is the toll of the pretty snow-white Campanero. He is

never seen to feed with the other Cotingas, nor is it known
in what part of Guiana he makes his nest."

The second specimen is a relative of the Bell-bird, and is

known to ornithologists as the Cotinga cincta. Of these, in

their natural state, even less is known than of the Bell-

birds. The Cotingas are distinguished by the brilliancy of

the coloration of the males. In the species at present under

notice, the under parts are of a deep plum color, while the

upper parts, with the band or cinctus across the breast, are

of a magniflcent ultramarine blue. In size this Cotinga

equals a Blackbird. Their food consists of fruits, which
their wide gape enables them to swallow with ease. Like
their allies, the Bell-birds, they are .solitary in their habits,

keeping to the topmost branches of trees, and generally

residing in the dense forest, though at times they approach

the cultivated grounds in search of their food.

—

lUiistrated

in Scientific American.
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"Noted quacks—ducks."

A BTJSINBSS house in Columbus has conspicuously dis-

played in its show-window a man's skull, and printed in

large letters across the forehead these words of warning to

the daily swarm of traveling salesmen :
" This was a drum-

mer."

ExcFj/^NqEs.
,6®=- Advertisements uuder this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words,

describing and offering for Exchaiig'e only, will be allowed at 25

cents for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be
-charged.

4J@^"T0 EXCHANGE FOR CASH" or " GKEENBACKS," "WANTED A PUR-
CHASER," or "wanted an offer," etc., etc., cannot under any circum-
stance be admitted to the Exchange or Want column.
S^ No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with

25 cents.

A. M, CARET, Selinsgrove, Pa., will exchange superior P. Coch-
ins, L. and \}. KraUmas, Brown Leghorn cockerels, and Houdans. See
AVaut Column.

ClIARIi£S B. JAQUES, Box 123, Metoehen, N. J., will exchange
Partridge Cochins, Light Brahmas, a Walnut Tool Chest, 30x 16, and 14
deep, with two drawers—for Printing Press, Type, and Cabinet, or for

Merchandise. What offers? Don't all speak at once.

E. S. WHITING, Plainville, Mass., will exchange one good pair
Black Jacobins, for a Yellow Jacobin hen, equally as good, or a good pair
Short-faced Almond Tumblers, or pair Silver-gray Dorkings, or Brown
Leghorns. Must be good ones.

W. McANAIjIjY, Newark, Del., will exchange two hen-feathered
Game stags, from an imported Irish cock, stags not trimmed—for either
•Scotch or Skyc Blue Terriers (the Terriers to be young and small), or for
anything else that will not fight with Leghorns. The stags must go.

«. H. WEISNER, Blandou, Berks County, Pa„ has for exchange
a fine pair of solid Black Oarrieis, lor a pair of fine Ferrets, dark in color,

between five and eight months old. Send Ferrets and prepay express-
age, aud I will pay expressage on birds. Write quick. No Humbug.

W. B. SHERRT, Stony Brook, L. L, will t-xchange one pair of
Black-Bed tiaiue Bantams, Poultry World of 1875, and one pair of White
Fantails, good birds—for Dominiques. Speak quick, as my stock must be
disposed of.

R. Y, EAIRSERVICE, East Newark. N. J., will exchange a fine

Newfoundland dog, large and handsome, and an excellent watch dog,
and a White Spitz bitch, very fine—for Pekin ducks, Partridge Cochin
pullets, or ofl'ers.

W. H. PERKINS, Watertown, Mass., has to exchange one trio of
Rouen ducks, for Fancy Pigeons of any variety; Yellow-pied or clear
white Pouters preferred.

A. H. SHBEINER, Manheim, Lancaster County, Pa., will ex-
change one SmiLh & Wesson Kevolver, and one Smooth-bore Rifle, both
in good order—for first-class fowls of Golden-spangled Hamburgs and
Rose-comb American Dominiques; also, one trio Black Cochins (Her-
stine strain), for same breed of some other strain. Must be good, as

G. A. WID9IER, Rochester, N. Y„ will give one pair of White
feather-legged Bantams, for Duckwings only. Also, Prairie Dogs, An-
gora Rabbits, White (clean-legged) and Spangled Bantams, fur new
Printing Press, new Squirrel Cage, Flour, or Butter. Send stamp for
particulars.

JH:, von CUEIN, Delaware City, Del., has to exchange one pair B.
B, R. G, Bantams, one pair Ginger-red Game Bantams, one trio G. S,

Hamburgs, six G. S. Hamburg pullets (laying), one G. S. Hamburg eock,
one pair Red Pied Pouters, one pair Black Balds, and one Black-mottled
Trumpeter cock. See Wants. 3,tf

W. F. BACON, Lexington, Mass., will exchange a pair White Fan-
tails, Black Carriers, or Mottled Tumblers, for Black Spots, Black Jaco-
bins, Black Trumpeters, or other varieties.

R. Y. EAIRSEBVICE, East Newark, N. J., will exchange a fine
Partridge Cochiu cockerel, eleven and a half pounds, and well marked,
value sfiiO ; a Light Brahma cockeral, eleven pounds; well marked, value
Sl5~for Partridge Cochin pullets, Pekin ducks, or offers.

M, VON CITEIN, Delaware City, Del., has to exchange Pure-bred
Setter dogs and bitches, broken and unbroken, and Setter and l^outer
whelps, none superior in America; wilt send on approval, with pedigree;
also, one well-broken Water Spaniel, and Double Shot Gun. See Wants.

3,tf

ASH H. PENNINGTON, Middletown, Del., will exchange a
full-bred Bull Bitch, for Black-breasted Red or Pyle Games. Must stand
steel. W^hat else otters?

F. PETRIE, Cooperstown, N. Y., has a tine Accordion, two pairs of
Blue-Red Games, and one Fox Hound to exchange for B. B. Red Games.
My fowls are first-class, aud no others wanted. What other offers. No
postal cards.

». A. CARTER, 37 Kimble St., Utica, N. Y., will exchange Silkies,

Angora Rabbits, Scroll Saw (foot power), for Dutch and Himalayan Rab-
bits, right away. Who wants?

B. HVESE, Box 23, Allentown, N. J., will exchange Brown Leg-
horn cockerels. Light. Brahma hens. White Fan hens. Black Barb cock,
and White Jacobin hen—for G. L. Sebright hens. Black Fan cock, and
White Carrier cock.

M. VON CUEIN, Delaware City, Del., has to exchange the follow-
ing books ; Wells' Every Man His Own Lawyer, Scottish Sports and Pass-
times, The Wood Turner's Companion, Davies' Practical Mathamatics,
Miniature Fruit Garden, Modern Practice of American Machinists and
Engineers, The Tin, Sheet-Iron, and Copper-Plate Worker, The Marine
Steam Engine, The Brass and Iron Founder's Guide, 507 Mechanical
Movements, The Marble Worker's Companion, Bowman's Medical Chem-
istry, Channing's Medical Electricity, Hartshorn's Essentials of the Prac-
tice of Medicine, Longfellow's Poems, Grayjacket's Stories, etc., of the
Rebelion, Youatt on the Dog, and Laverack on the Setter; also, one
Drawing Board and Square, on e 4 x 5 Printing Press, and Scientific Amer-
ican for the last six months. See Wants. 3,tf

SKIITH A BRO., Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y., will exchange
Brahmas, Cochins, Crevecoeurs, Hamburgs, Leghorns, Bantams and Game
Bantams, Ducks, Geese, and Fancy Pigeons—for anything of value, jew-
elry preferred.

M. VON CUEIN, Delaware City, Del., has to exchange one Clark's
Expansive Auger, bit cuts from ]4, to 1)4, inches ; a 100 foot wire-lined
tape line, one joint (brass) plumb bob, one 1^ inch Lathe Dog, one pair
Flat Plyers, two pairs Dividers, three pairs Callipers, one steel Wire
Guage, one six -inch (Col's) Monkey Wrench, one Chuck Tool, Handle,
and Tools, and one Spoke Shave. See Wants. 3,tf

JAS. C, ROBERTS, Box 113, Westchester, Chester County, Pa.
has to exchange, for first-class Light Brahma pullets, one pair Hong
Kong Geese, one trio ButF Cochin hens, and six Gray Dorking hens.
Sent on approval to responsible persons.

J. H. HUNT, 9I.B., Valley Junction, Ohio, will exchange a pair
of female Goats, suitable for a child to drive—for Pouter Pigeons. Who
will make an offer?

OSGOOD PEUJIIAIER, Worcester.Mass., will exchange one pair
imported trained Antwerps (have flown from Paris to Antwerp, two hun-
dred and sixteen miles), and in addition young birds from same stock, to
make values equal—for one pair Black Barbs. Only the best accepted.

B. R. HOUGHTON, 18 Batterymarch Street, Boston, Mass., has
to exchange a Whitmore Muzzle-loading Rifle, hair trigger, about nine
pounds, cost 330, uninjured, no outs—for a couple of Dachshunds, large
English Beagles, or one or two Fox Hounds that can carry a fox trail on
dry ground. ii

C. G. liVIESON, Millbury, Mass., has to exchange, for Leghorns,
Houdans, or Plymouth Rocks, six D of Y hens and cockerel, very large

and good stock. ii

B. S. WENRICH, Bernville, Berks Co., Pa., will exchange one
Silver-spangled Hamburg cock, or one fine Houdan hen—for a fine

Goideu-Spangled Hamburgcock; also. White Holland Turkeys, for Dark
Brahmas. What offers ?

JAIttES CAREY, Bath Road, Newport, R. L, will exchange two
pairs Silver Dun show Antwerps—for other Fancy Pigeons or Fowls.

W. G, BAKER, Norwalk, Huron Co., Ohio, will exchange one
Green Talking Parrot and Cage, two Knitting Machines—for Scroll Saw,
Power Straw Cutter, Type, or Target Rifle; also, some very fine pigeons
for what offers.

I. W, HARTAIAN, Westchester, Pa., will exchange two Duchess
cocks, one Spotted Trumpeter cock, one young Red Barb cock, Tumblers
in pairs, or odd birds, Carriers, etc., for Yellow Barbs, Antwerps, etc.

Write.

C. E. COOK, Union, McHenry Co., Illinois, will exchange one
hundred Common Pigeons, all colors, Houdans, Black Hamburgs, Ayles-
bury White-crested Ducks, BuflCochins, Japanese Frizzles (Black), White
Holland Turkeys—for Wright's Poultry Book, Bantams, Pigeons, Rab-
bits, or Ferrets. Give full description and make offers soon.

H. A. NEITZ, Millersburg, Dauphin Co., Pa., will exchange all

kinds of Fancy or Plain Job Printing, done to order—for pure-bred
Poultry or Fancy Pigeons. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Write soon.

J. BEBST, jrr.,Erie, Pa., will exchange one pair of B.B. Red Game
Bantams, one pair Dominique Leghorns, one pair Brown Leghorns, one
Golden-pencilled Hamburg cockerel—for Lop-eared and Angora rabbits,

or Golden and Silver Sebright Bantams.

DR. J.W. GREENE, Chillicothe, Mo., will exchange four "Laugh-
ing Doves " for a pair English Rose-comb White Dorkings. Must be good
chickens.

R, S. BUBEEY, Newport, Sullivan Co., N. H., will exchange a
few more pairs early hatch Heathwood Games—for Gun, Saddle, Books,
Plymouth Rocks, American Dominiques, Houdans, Ducks, Turkeys, or
most anything useful. Good stock, as mine is.

JOHN S, DUNKEE, Kutztown, Berks Co., Pa., will exchange
one trio Buff' Cochin fowls (1874 hatch)—for one trio P. Cochiu fowls or
chicks. One trio Buff Cochin chicks, for three S. S. Hamburg chicks.
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PETS AND THEIR INFLUENCE.-No. 2.

BY G. O. BROWN.

"There is that in every animal's eye, a dim image and gleam of hu-
manity, a flash of strange light through which their life looks out and
u|i to our great mystery of control over them, and claims the fellowship
of the creature, if not the soul."

Ey tho farmers' sons and daughters pets arc just as mucij

appreciated as by those who may possess thorn in cities and
towns, altliough many farmers seem to think their children

need no other recreation than that afforded by the monot-
onous every-daj- life incidental to farm labor. It is the

nature of youth to desire to possess something they may
designate as solely and truly their own ; and by arbitrary

restraint, and a total disregard of this natural "longing,"
parents have often made home-life uncongenial ;' that the
" boys " were driven out to meet the many temptations of
tho world. If farmers would only indulge their children in

this respect, they would find it one of the best paying invest-

ments they ever made, and would soon discover that home
would afford an attractive pleasure, a congenial mingling of
happy hearts drawn together by influences, that will ever
cause a constantly growing love for the old homestead, which
will become so impressed that even time and gray hairs will

not efface the fond recollections. Not only is there in thus
encouraging them the satisfaction of seeing instilled in their

nature a sacred love for home, but it enables them, gradu-
ally, to realize the importance of self-dependence, and often
inculcates a business principle which proves of much im-
portance in after years. A few dollars invested in pure-bred
fowls, fancy pigeons, or rabbits, will inaugurate a system of
home contentment that will cause the farmer to wonder that
the scales did not drop from his eyes sooner. I will close

this already too long article by quoting the following, which
I clipped from some of my papers a good while since, but it

will, no doubt, be equally as appropriate as when first the
author wrote it

:

" It is surprising what a spring it gives to all the powers,
to have the element of self-interest introduced into all the
work. An invalid was directed to try gardening for a time
every day as a medicine. He tried it one season, but de-
rived no benefit from it. The next year he was told to try

again for "a share in the profits." That year he o-ained

rapidly and became in time a sound man—his mind was in-

terested. Get your boy's mind wide awake on the subject
of the growth of his melons and onions, and you will have
no reason to complain that they are not well cultivated. If
you have a narrow soul that grudges your boy his hard-
earned dollars, then he does right to leave you when he be-
comes of age, if only in self-defense. If he stays he may
grow like you, which would he a worse calamity than losing
his right hand.

" A farmer near my former home encouraged all his boys

and girls to have some little projected enterprise of their

own on hand. Even the little ones had their hills of pop-

corn, which they learned to cultivate, and when the grain

was dried it was shelled by their own hands and then popped

and stored in bags, ready when the market wagon went to

the city. Every week the farmer drove his market wagon
into Philadelphia, and whatever the children had to sell

was disposed of to the best advantage, and the money care-

fully counted out to them on his return. You will hardly

find a thriftier, happier, more intelligent farmer's family.

Each had an interest in his own, yet all worked together

most harmoniously. With their combined savings, and a

little help from mother, they bought a nice melodeon, on
which the boys learned to play as well as the girls. The
value of such a possession in refining and elevating a family

of children cannot be estimated in dollars and cents. It was
the aim of the whole household to make home pleasant, and
farm life was to them the most delightful in the world.

There is little probability of their sons going into other busi-

ness as they grow up. They have found farming too plea-

sant, profitable, and healthful to take their chances at some-

thing else about which they know nothing.

"Make the farm-house pleasant; plant trees about in

abundance, ornamental as well as fEuit trees. Oh, these

bleak, bad, red-painted houses, 'blistering in the sun,'

which we see dotting so many wide farms, are a disgrace to

the land. No wonder that we find within

"Shrill, querulous women, sour and sullen men,
Untidy and old before their time.

With scarce a human interest save their own
Monotonous round of small ceremonies.

Or the poor scandal of the neighborhood.

" Don't let the children's minds be narrowed down to the

petty concerns of their small world, but give them books

and good newspapers in abundance, which shall furnish a

bright outlook to the great, beaming world which lies be-

yond and around them, so near and yet so far away, with-

out this medium of communication with it. A home without

newspapers is almost as cheerless as a home without windows.
" While you make it a rule that the boys shall not lounge

around stores and saloons in the evening, be sure if a useful

entertainment, like an elevating concert, instructive pano-

rama or lecture comes to your village, to give all a chance

to attend. Scrape up the money somehow, if you hurry off

a pair of fat chickens to market to get it. Farmers' folks

have the least excuse of any for denying their children these

advantages, for they are great advantages in many respects,

and not the least among them is the happiness they afford

and the store of pleasant memories they lay up. Oh I what

a ' penny wise ' policy it is to grudge them the money for

these simple enjoyments.
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" It is an old Spanish proverb that ' there are no ungrate-

ful children.' If we have given our children a childhood to

be grateful for, they will not fail to keep our memory green

and fragrant when our heads have long laid under the wil-

lows. If our training has developed only hard and selfish

traits of character, we shall not fail to reap as we have

sown."

PodLTF^Y DEpyvF^TI^-ENT-

(For Fanciers' .TouriKil.)

THE BONNY GAME STAG.
BY WILLIAM m'FARLANK, MILWAUKKK.

I'm a bonny Black-red, a pure-blooded Game,
For j-ears my old stock it has born a good name

;

And now to the standard, for color and show,
Our owners will take us wherever they go.

Some shrewd, knotty points their standard require.?,

While a judge he inspects and ni}' carriage admires,

From the tip of my beak ev'ry point he'll disclose,

'Till he reaches the end of my sharp-scratching toes.

My beak must be strong, slightl}' curved, and well set.

Of a dark, horny color as near's you can get,

To match with my shanks, be they willow serene,

A yellow, a black, or a fine olive green.

He will symmetry scan, proportion, and build,

"With condition of health, as in plumage he's skilled,

Denoting my station for carriage and style.

While these brilliant colors, well matched, draw a smile.

I've a iine snaky head, long, slender, and neat.

Comb single, upright, serrated, complete.

Two prominent eyes, both in color alike.

With a fearless expression all ready to strike.

My face must be smooth, have a deep, bright redskin;

On the ears not a speck of pure white must be seen.

These wings retain force on the shoulder butts strength,

And are not really long, tho' a medium length.

My neck rather long, with a slight curving arch.

And my hackle, tho' short, does not wave on the march.
But reaches, just scant, between shoulder and back,

While mj' gait, to be active, no motion must lack.

My back it is fiat, at the shoulder full wide.

Has wings ever ready to spring from the side.

From the bow of the wing, you may all now discern

How I gradually taper right ofl" to the stern.

There are men, to be sure, who delight in a crest.

While others admire my bonny black breast.

It is round, it is plump, and contains a stout heart.

And Where's the usurper can make me depart?

See these thighs, round and stout, full of muscle they turn,

Carried close to the body—not lanky, but firm

—

With a shank not too long, of a moderate size.

Scales running in harmony, never disguise
;

My spurs set low down, do incline to the rear.

While my toes, rather long, spread out firmly and clear.

With scratchers, or nails, that are willing to toil.

For they are the members can turn up the soil.

Now, aa to my tail, it must not be too long,

Nor spread o'er my back in a squirrellj' form
;

Or, if drooping too much, 'twill my beauty obscure.

And leave me at discount the prize to secure.

I've an olio plumage of colors defined

—

On my hackle, clear red, not a stripe can you find
;

With brilliant maroon my back is now clad.

And the feathers fixed on it as close as a pad.
That bar on my wing has the color of steel

;

These primaries uniform, hard, as you feel.

Like ebony, black, and as tough as whalebone.
From the breast to the hock not a fault, all atone.

These coverts are bronzed in the sun—see them shino.

Look ! these sickles, arched over, in color combine,
With a carriage upright I step active and firm,

Fear no chanticleer, be he ever so stern.

But, when I am handled, my frame full of life,

In active commotion is ready for strife
;

Tho' nothing delights me so much as to be

In the beautiful meadows where I can rove free.

Vast heaving young stag, I would like to.inquire

What kind of a pullet your heart would desire

To strut through the fields, or wherever you roam,
Would accord with your wishes and make you love homo ?

You may call uie a Mormon, a sinner, a saint.

For of prejudice I have not yet got a taint

;

Dame Nature's my guide, and her laws I respect,

Hand me over five wives and you'll never regret

Let their carriage and symmetry be like ray own,
A golden neck-hackle well striped to adorn

;

Be their backs like a partridge, 'twill colors unfold

That you'll not regret when my stock's to be sold.

Now, from what I have said you can judge of the rest.

Select them from colors you know are the best

;

So if with these wishes you mean to accede.

When the duty's performed, you'll have done a good deed.

Then you'll find that in courage I'm second to none,

That for pluck and endurance I rate number one.

And to whatever sphere I may chance to be led,

Kemembcr me truly, your bonny Black-red.

(For Faueiers' Journal.)

MARYLAND POULTRY ASSOCIATION.
PREMIUM LIST.

Poultry Judges—A. M. Halsted, W. F. Flower, and J.

C. Long, Jr.

Asiatics— Brahinas—Light, best pair, 1st, C. B. Wise,
Great Falls, Md.; 2d and best hen, J. E. Lloyd, Balti-

more; very highly commended, Philip Koyers, Baltimore.

I

Dark, 1st and 2d and best cock and hen, George Colton,

;
Baltimore. Cochin.s—Buff, 1st and best cock and hen, J.

Chandler, Kennett Square, Pa.; 2d, George Colton. Part-

ridge, 1st and best cock, George Colton ; 2d and best hen,

J. K. McKissick, Oxford, Pa. White, Ist and best cook,

William bowman, Baltimore; 2d, J. K. McKissick; best

hen, J. Chandler.
Games—Black-breasted Red, 1st and best cock and hen,

G. O. Brown, Brooklandville, Md.; 2d, John Oler, Balti-

j

more. Brown-red, 1st and best cock and hen, T. A. Coch-
! ran, Baltimore. Silver Duckwing, 1st and best cock and
hen, T. A. Cochran. White, 1st and 2d and best cock and
hen, George Colton. Black, best hen, John Oler. Blue,
best hen, John Merrynian, Cockeysville, Md. Blue-reds,

best cock and hen, William T. Long, Baltimore. Gray,
best hen, John Oler. Spangled, 1st and best cock and hen,
William T. Long. Dominique, 1st and best cock and hen,

i
William T. Long.
Oame Bantams—Black-breasted Ked, 1st and best cock,

J. Kandolph Mordecai, Baltimore ; 2d and best hen, F. A.
' Parker, Annapolis, Md.

Bantams—White, 1st, George Colton. Golden Sebright,
1st and best cock, George Colton ; 2d and best hen, W. S.

i G. Baker, Baltimore. Black African, 1st and best hen, G.
O. Brown ; 2d and best cock, George Colton. Dominique,
2d, T. A. Symington, Baltimore.
Hamburgs—Golden-spangled, 1st and best cock and hen,

i
G. O. Brown ; 2d, Francis Taylor, Oakdale, Pa. Silver-

j

spangled, 1st and best cock, G. O. Brown
;
2d and best hen,

I

F. Taylor. Golden-penciled, 1st and best cock and hen, G.

j

O. Brown. Silver-penciled, 1st and best cock and hen, F.
' Taylor. Black, 1st and best cock and hen, G. 0. Brown.
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French—Houdans, 1st and best cock, George Colton ; 2d, at very sliort notice, was a gcmiine succes?, as there were

T. A. Symington; best hen, J. P. Sanderson, Arlington,
I sixty-five choice specimens entered. The Remington breeeh-

^i ,•?" wf^'y'' ^'V i urrfl"'"ft' ^°''?' ^iT' ^
If^ading shot-gun was awarded to J. Addison Smith, who

Po/isA—White-crestcd Black, 1st and best cock and hen, ,. , , , . • . ^ a- -, J ,

G. O. Brown. Golden-spangled, 1st and best cock, G. 0. donated it back again to the Association to be ofiered for the

Brown; 2d and best hen, George Colton. Silver-spangled, same premium at the next annual show. The Association

1st and best cook and hen, E. J. Chandler, Kennctt Square, ^re fitting up their headquarters in fine style, and will soon
Pa.; 2d .Tohn Oler. White-crested White, 2d and ^'^^^

^^.^y^ i,,, ^p^ropTmle pUce io Tece\y<i visiting fanciers from
cock and hen, George Colton. ^, .,, ' ™, ,^ ,. , , , c ..

Spanish- Wh\te.{Ma Black, 1st and 2d and best cock, other btates. The poultry which was awarded first premiums

William Bowman; best hen, 6. 0. Brown. White Leg- were in all cases meritorious birds. The Light Brahmas
horns, 1st and best cocjc and hen,_ William McAnally, winning the cup were very excellent birds. Mr. Geo. Col-
Newark, Del.; 2d, John P. Shriner, Baltimore.

Americnn—Dominiques, Ist and best cock and hen, E. J.

Chandler. Plymouth Kocks, 1st and best cock and hen, J.

K. McKissick.
Dorkings—Colored, 1st and best cock, J. K. McKissick

;

best hen,'G. O. Brown. Silver-gray, 1st and best cock and
hen, G. B. Milligan, Baltimore.

Water FoHi/.s-^Ducks—Rouen, 1st and 2d, T. A. Coch-

ton's Dark Brahmas were also very choice, as were his

Partridge Cochins. The Black-breasted Red Gaines belong-

ing to Mr. G. O. Brown, winning game cup, were magnifi-

cent birds, and were much admired. The cup Houdans of

Mr. Colton, well merited their honors, as also did Mr.

Brown's truly grand White-crested Black Polands, cup

ran. Aylesbury, 2d, T. A. Cochran. Pekin, 1st and 2d, birds. The premium White Leghorns were unusually fine

J. P. Sanderson". Geese—Chine.se, 1st and 2d, Joseph Gor-
; specimens. The Hamburgs exhibited by Mr. Brown, were

such, Towsontown, Md.
; all very fine in feather and condition. The Silver-spangled

r«rAe7/.»— Bronze, 1st and best hen, John White, Adams- „,.,'' . , . , , , ^, ,
. ,,

town, Md.; 2d, W. A. Jlycrs, New Oxford, Pa ; best cock,
,

Pd's'i premium birds were also good, the cock especially.

J. E. Delaplane, Baltimore. Wliite, 1st and best cock and
\

Among the miscellaneous c]a.ss we noticed an Eagle, two

hen, W. A. Myers; 2d, E. Whitman, Baltimore. Hawks, a large Owl, and a little one, in a cage together.
Call of Song and Ornamental Birds, 1st, H Thomas, Bal-

; y^-^ owlship, however, cnnibaled the little fellow the third
timore; also diploma on Partridges and California Quail.

., „ , ,

'
, . „ ,,. , .

Lewis Gilbert, 1st each on German Hares, English Hares, :

day of the show, and on the morning after sat blinking as

and Guinea Pigs. G. 0. Brown, 1st each on Aladagascar i
unconcernedly as though nothing had happend. Several

and White Angora Rabbits. J. C. Gareis, diploma, Bel-.
l parties were heard to ask where the "show went next?"

gian Canaries Best Cross or Grade, J K McKissick,
| ^,j ;„ g„ ^^^ ^1,;^,,. ^-^^ Bantam show was a huge success.

Partridge Cochin and Brown Leghorn; 2d, G. O. Brown,' . o >

Houdan and White-crested Black Polish, Best specimen
of Taxidermy, David Mordecai. Best pair of Asiatics, any
variety, silver cup, C. B. Wise, Light Brahmas. Best pair

of Games, any variety, silver cup, G. O. Brown, Black-

breasted Reds. Best pair of Bantams, any variety, silver

cup, J. Randolph Mordecai, Black-breasted Red Game
Bantams. Best pair of Polands, any variety, silver cup

and well repaid the trip of a Harrisburqkk.

(For F.inciers' .Tournal.)

BLOOMINGTON POULTRY ASSOCIATION.
Friend Wade :

I inclose herewith a list of awards at the first exhibition

G. O. Brown, White-crested Blacks. Best pair of French,
1 of the Bloomington Poultry Association, held in this city,

any variety, silver cup, George Colton, Houdans.
_
Largest

j
December 14, 15, 1(3, 17, and 18, 1875.

and best variety of fowls taking most premiums, silver cup,

G. O. Brown ; also to same for largest collection of different

varieties, Wright's Poultry Book.

Our Association made a bold strike at this their first

exhibition, first, in adopting the single judge plan, and

secondly, in making eighty-five points the minimum num-

ber which first premium birds should scale.

The Association was fortunate in securing the services of
Dickinson Logan, John F. Preston, and G. B. Milligan- i .^_ g rpg^^_

j.^^^ ^^ .^^^g^. ^^^ ^^ ^^^ p^^.^^^, ^j- ^^^
made the lollowing awards: i snowing awards by such a capable judge, none will fail

Red Irish Setters, 1st, J. H. Stromberg; 2d, E. Sohenck.
\ to observe the excellence of our exhibition.

Judges—Georc S.

DOG PRIZKS.

Brown, Thomas W. Levering, J.

John Chrystal, E^P. Suter, H. Easter.^Jr. H^B. Welles,
, Jutland, lU.; 3d, John T. Boyden. Cochins-Buft-, Fowls.

Mrs. S. Smith, J Randolph Mordecai, Charles Englehardt
j^j ^^^^ 3^ gj^^g ^ Leaton. Chicks, 1st and 3d, John T.

and R. Stewart Latrobe; 2d, George W. Kemp and Jacob g^yden ; 2d, F. W. Burns & Bro. Partridge, Fowls, 1st,
•^'°®^''- Bartholomew Brothers, Elmwood, Hi.; 2d, George Dunlap,

The very large hall, known as the Maryland Institute, Bloomington, III.; 3d, F. W. Burns & Bro. Chicks, 1st

was completely filled, and in addition to the finest display of ^"-^ 31, F. W. Burns & Bro Pea-comb Partridge Fowls,

, ,
^ , 2d, John T. Boyden. Chicks, 2d, John T. Boyden.

pigeons we have ever seen, there were numerous cages of
.y^i^jj^^ Fowls, 2d, Mrs. J. E. Gray, Bloomington, 111.

song and ornamental birds, and the Armadillo, a South Chicks, l.st. Stone & Leaton; 2d, Mrs. J. E. Gray. Black,

American animal, and the only living one that has ever : Fowls, 1st, Bartholomew Brothers. Chicks, 1st, Bartholo-

been exhibited in this country. This peculiar little creature I

™®y -''''"ii: ,. ,,., _ , , , ,, tit t.
, ,. , „ , . -, , . . ^ Class 2.

—

Dorkmqs—Silver-gray, Fowls, 1st, Mrs. W. R.
drew his share of admirers, borne very choice specimens of I

p^nean, Towanda, 111. Chicks, "ist and 3d, Mrs. W. R.
taxidermy were exhibited by Mr. David Mordecai, among Duncan. Colored, Fowls, 1st, Mrs. W. R. Duncan,
which we noticed a splendid Austrian Bastard, nearly as Chicks, 1st, A. S. Ross, Bloomington ; 2d, Mrs. W. R.

large as the Emu or Ostrich. Each dav, from the opening Duncan. „ , _ , , , , -n , 1 »

,., ,, , . „ .. ,.,.,. ,, . ,, jf, Class 3. — i?o,H?.6«rirs— Golden-spangled, Fowls, 1st,
until the closing of the exhibition, the hall was crowded

[

g^^^^ ^ Leaton. Chicks, 3d, Stone & Leaton. Silver-

with visitors, and during the four days nearly ten thousand spangled. Fowls, 3d, Stone & Leaton. Chicks, 1st and 2d,

visitors were present. The dog show, although gotten up Stone & Leaton ; 3d, J. M. Wills.
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Class 4.

—

Spanish—Black, Fowls, 1st, Stono & Leiiton.

Chicks, 1st, W. K. Miller, Polo, 111.; 2d, J. M. "Wills; 3d,

Stone & Leaton. Leghorns—White, Fowls, 3d, Stone &
Leaton. Chicks, 1st and 2d, Stone & Leaton

; 3d, Joseph H.
Hamill, St. Louis. Brown, Chicks, 1st and 2d, Charles H.
Carpenter, Danvers.
Class 5.

—

French—Houdans, Fowls, 1st and 2d, J. M.
Wills. Chicks, 1st, J. W. Clinton, Polo, 111.; 2d, J. M.
Wills.
Class 6.

—

Polish—White-crested Black, Fowls, 1st,

Stone & Leaton. Golden, Fowls, 3d, Louis Prey, Bloom-
ington.

Class 8.

—

Games—Black-breasted Eed, Fowls, 1st and
2d, Joseph H. Hamill; 3d, Alexander Frazer, Polo, 111.

Chicks, 1st, Joseph H. Hamill ; 2d, Alexander Frazer.

Class 9.

—

Oaine Bantams— Black-breasted Eed, Fowls,
1st, G. A. Batler, Lincoln, 111.; 2d, J. M. Wills. Chicks,

1st, J. W. Clinton, Polo, 111.; 2d, Joseph H. Hamill; 3d,

J. M. Wills.

Class 10.

—

Baniams—Golden Sebright, Chicks, 1st,

Stone & Leaton. White Rose-comb, Chicks, 2d, Alexan-
der Stump, Bloomington.
Class 13.

—

Ornamental, Oallinaceous—White Guineas,

1st and 2d, J. M. Wills. English Pheasants, 1st, George
0. Smith, Bloomington.
Class 14.

—

Geese—African, 1st, Ferdinand Basting,

Bloomington; 2d, G. W. Smith, Elmwood, 111. Embden,
1st and 2d, J. M. Wills. Toulouse, 1st, Bartholomew
Brothers.

Class 15.

—

Ducks—Kouen, 1st, Charles V". Holder, Bloom-
ington. Ayles.bury, 1st and 2d, J. M. Wills. Crested

White, 1st, George Dunlap. Pekin, 1st, G. W. Smith.
Class 12.

—

Turkeys—Bronze, Fowls, 1st, W. J. Holder,
Hudson, 111.; 2d, J. M. Wills; 3d, J. S. Hilscher. Chicks,
1st, O. Rugg. White, Fowls, 1st, J. M. Wills.

Class 17.

—

Pic/eons—Tumblers, 1st, Charles V. Holder.

Class 18.

—

Rabbits—Madagascar, 1st and 2d, Charles V.
Holder. Silver-gray, Angora, and Dutch, 1st each, Charles

V. Holder.

The following is a list of special premiums awarded

:

Best pair of Light Brahma fowls. Stone & Leaton ; best

pair of Light Brahma chicks, Stone & Leaton ; best pair of

Dark Brahma fowls, John T. Boyden ; best display of Light
Brahmas, Stone & Leaton

;
best Dark Brahma male, John

T. Boyden; best Dark Brahma female, John T. Boyden;
best male and five female Dark Brahma chicks, John T.

Boyden ; best pair of Partridge Cochin fowls, Bartholomew
Bros.; best pair of Partridge Cochin chicks, F. W. Burns
& Bro.; best Buff Cochin pullet, John T. Boyden

;
best male

and five female Buff Cochin chicks, John T. Boyden ; best

Pea-comb Partridge Cochin fowls, John T. Boyden; best

Buff Cochin fowls. Stone and Leaton; best pair of White
Cochin chicks. Stone & Leaton; best White Cochin cock-
erel, Stone & Leaton; best pair of Buff Cochin chicks,

John T. Boyden; best display of Asiatics, Stone & Leaton
;

best Golden-spangled Hamburg fowls. Stone & Leaton
;

best pair of Silver-spangled Hamburg chicks, J. M. Wills;
best pair of Golden-spangled Hamburg chicks. Stone &
Leaton ; best pair Black Spanish fowls. Stone & Leaton

;

best pair White Leghorn chicks. Stone & Leaton; best

Houdan cockerel, J. W. Clinton ; best pair of Houdan
fowls, J. M. Wills; best pair White-crested Black Poland
fowls, Stone & Leaton; best Plymouth Rock cockerel, M.
B. Gray; best pair Black-breasted Eed Game fowls, Joseph
H. Hamill ; best pair Black-breasted Red Game chicks,

Joseph H. Hamill ; best pair Black-breasted Red Game
Bantam fowls, J. M. Wills; best Bronze Turkey, male, 0.

Eugg ; best pair Toulouse Geese, Bartholomew Bros.; best

Tumbler Pigeons, Charles V. Holder ; best pair Madagas-
car Rabbits, Charles V. Holder; best pair Silver-gray Eab-
bits, Charles V. Holder ; best pair Canaries, Mrs. J. E.
Gray; best pair Guinea Pigs, Jack Clark; best display of

Cage and Song Birds by a lady exhibitor, Mrs. J. E. Gray.

Bloomington, 111., January 6, 1S76. L.

Theek's lots of men in this world like roosters—Take
the cockade and spurs off from them and you couldn't tell

them from a hen.

—

Billinqs.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

A NEW USE FOR CHICKEN FEATHERS.
" According to statistics very carefully compiled," says a

writer in La Nature, " we throw away yearly a quantity of

chicken feathers, the intrinsic value of which is equal to

the money we pay out for cotton." A startling statement,

but the author considers it true ; and he proceeds to explain

how the feathers are prepared to make them valuable. The
operation is to cut the plume portions of the feathers from

the stem, by means of ordinary hand scissors. The former

are placed in quantities in a coarse bag, which, when full,

is closed and subjected to a thorough kneading with the

hands. At the end of five minutes, the feathers, it is stated,

become disaggregated and felted together, forming a down,

perfectly homogeneous and of great lightness. It is even

lighter than natural eider down, because the latter contains

the ribs of the feathers which give extra weight. The ma-
terial thus prepared is worth, and readily sells in Paris, for

about two dollars a pound. About 1.6 troy ounces of this

down can be obtained from the feathers of an ordinary sized

pullet ; and this, on the above valuation is worth about

twenty cents. It is suggested that, through the winter,

children might collect all the feathers about a farm, and cut

the ribs out, as we have stated. By the spring time a large

quantity of other down would be prepared, which could be

disposed of to upholsterers or employed for domestic use.

Goose feathers may be treated in a similar manner, and thus

two-thirds of the product of the bird utilized, instead of

only about one-fifth, as is at present the case.

The chicken down is said to form a beautiful cloth when
woven. For about a square yard of the material a pound

and a half of down is required. The fabric is said to be

almost indestructible, as, in place of fraying or wearing out

at folds, it only seems to felt the tighter. It takes dye

readily, and is thoroughly waterproof. There appears to be

a good opportunity here for some ingenious person to invent

machines to cut and treat the feathers.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE SALE AT EASTON.
The sale was a success, except in the case of some Light

Brahma chicks, that were sent from AUentown. The cock-

erels were all light on the hackle, and the gentleman sent

no pairs of pullets to make a better average. McKeen &
Hulick sold all of their Bufls and Dark Brahmas, and a few

Light Brahmas, Partridge Cochins, and White Cochins.

The first-premium pair of Buff fowls brought $2.5, and

they and some of the best hens and pullets will be kept and

bred here. The Dark Brahma pullet that took first at

Philadelphia, Doylestown, and AUentown, brought $9, bid

in for D. C. Waterhouse, of New Haven. The average on

their fowls was $3.45. The pigeons brought good prices, the

average being $3 per pair. The entries for fowls reached

124, and for pigeons, 13; the whole were sold in three

hours. H. Hammond, Secretary.

( For Fanciers' Journal.

)

NORTHERN ILLINOIS POULTRY SOCIETY.

The second annual meeting of this society was held in

Rockford, Illinois, Tuesday, January 11th. The attendance

was good and much interest was manifested. In view of

the liberal accommodations and premiums offered in the

poultry department of our Agricultural Society, the mem-
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burs of this society liave subscribed a liberal amount to be

oU'ered as special premiums at the next annual exhibition in

September. The prospects are that the people of llockford

will then have an opportunity of viewing a large collection

of the finest poultry in the West.

Now let all interested in poultry, whether for profit,

pleasure, or its edible qualities, join the society at once, and

so encourage the interest in improved poultry in Northern

Illinois. Copies of constitution and by-laws can be had by

iipplying to either of the following otHcers, which were

elected for the ensuing year :

President—B,. E. Mills, Rockford.

Vice-Presidents—L. .1. Witbeck, Belvidere ; .J. Brown

Taylor, Freeport ; M. W. Elliott, Elgin; Evans Blake,

llockford ; Kev. G. C. Partridge, Batavio ; L. H. Fassett,

Roscoe; Dr. F. W. Byers, Lena; Eb. Denney, Aurora;

Henry Foulds, Lanark ; I. B. Lippitt, Marengo.

Executive Committee—K. E. Mills, J. W. Hale, J. Coshun,

I. B. Lippitt, W. J. Hamley, J. J. Lake, A. H. Currier,

W. F. Seeley.

Secretary—A. H. Currier, Rockford.

Treasurei—J. J. Lake, Rockford.

Yours truly, A. H. Currtkr Secretary.

(For F.lnciers' Journal.)

FIRST EXHIBITION OF THE COLORADO POUL-
TRY AND PET STOCK ASSOCIATION.

This show, which occurred on the 28th, 29th, 30th and

31st of December, 1875, was in all respects a most creditable

one.

The poultry interest in Colorado is comparatively new

;

although a few individuals have bred fancy fowls for several

years, the attention of the general public has not been di-

rected to this industry.

In March last, a Poultry Association was formed of which

Mr. Robert James was elected President. Its work has

been to awaken interest, spread information, and excite

a spirit of confidence in the future of the poultry business.

This preliminary effort laid broad and deep foundations,

and will ever be regarded as the corner-stone of the future

of this most necessary industry.

In September, at the annual election, Hon. Wm. D. Todd
was elected President, Mr. James taking the place of Sec-

retary. For these duties he is peculiarly fitted, and has

discharged them thus far in a most acceptable manner. To
him, above all others, the success of the annual show may
be attributed. His portion of the work has been done

thoroughly and carefully; although, owing to domestic

afllictions and ill-health, the duties of his ofiice, for three

vpeeks, were performed by the President. Mr. Todd has

devoted many weeks of valuable time from his business to

forwarding the interests of the Association and may justly

feel proud of the success of the enterprise.

Mr. Treasurer Clark, A. M. Wylan, Vice-President,

Messrs. Talcott, Haff", Mattie Wilbur, Hiram Witter, E. T.

Nichols, of Greely, G. K. Kimball, of Golden, and others,

have devoted their whole time, for ten days, to the work,

and have the satisfaction of knowing that their efforts are

fully appreciated by those who have been fortunate enough
to visit the exhibition.

The judges appointed by the Executive Committee on

Asiatics, were John B. Piatt and A. M. Wylan ; on Games
and Game Bantams, C. G. Chever, H. P. Bearce, and Cap-

tain Farrand ; on Leghorns, Houdans, and Hamburgs,
Messrs. Kimball, Witter, and Talcott; on ducks, turkeys,

and miscellaneous, Messrs. D. Witter, Generals Pierce and
Bearce. Their awards gave general satisfaction.

The Association feels much indebted to the business men,
who have come forward with their usual liberality, in con-

tributing specials, some seventy in number, varying in

value from §2 to §15.

There were over two hundred entries, and nearly six

hundred specimens, for which the following awards were
made

:

Glass 1.

—

Asiatics—Brahmas—Light, 1st and 2d and four
specials, J. W. Talcott, Denver. Dark—1st and five spe-
cials, Robert James, Denver; 2d, J. M. Clark, Denver.
Cochins— Buflf, 1st and special, William Burgess, Denver-
2d, L. H. Stryker, Golden. Black, 1st and special, Wm!
D. Todd, Denver. Partridge, 1st and two specials, M. H.
Wilbur, Denver; 2d, Henri E. Foster, Highlands. White
1st, H. Witter, Denver.

" '

Class 3.

—

Hamburgs—Silver-spangled, 1st and special,
M. H. Wilbur. Silver-penciled, 1st and special, M. H
Wilbur.
Class 4.

—

Spanish—Leghorns—White, 1st and special,
J. L. Hill, Golden ; 2d, W. D. Todd ; special, W. H. Green,
Denver. Brown—1st and special, A. M. Wylan, David-
son; 2d, Robert James. Spanish—Black, 1st and two
specials, William Seechrist, Denver.
Class 6.

—

French—Houdans, 1st and special, Henri R.
Foster ; 2d and special, A. M. Wylan ; special, J. C. Shat-
tuck, Greeley.
Class 7.

—

Games—Black-breasted Red, 1st and two spe-
cials, H. Chamberlain, Golden; 2d, George K. Kimball,
Golden. Blue, 1st and special, F. L. Bird, "Denver

; 2d, D.
E. Kurtz, Gilman, Colorado. Black, 1st and two specials,

C. E. Anthony, Denver; 2d, F. L. Bird.
Class 8.

—

Game Bantams—Pile, 1st and special, W. H.
Green. Black-breasted Red, 1st and special, W. D. Todd;
2d, W. H. Green.
Class 10.

—

Miscellaneous—Plymouth Rocks, 1st, W. D.
Todd. Best Exhibition Coop, standard size, 1st, Robert
James

;
also, 1st and special on best and largest display of

poultry.

Class 12.

—

Grades—Best coop of grade hens or pullets,
1st and special, William Burgess ; 2d, A. M. Wylan ; two
specials on grade pullets, J. M. Clark.
Class 13.

—

Turkeys— Bronze, 1st and two specials, H. E.
Foster; 2d, William Seechrist.

Class 15.

—

Ducks—Yukin, 1st and special, Henri R. Fos-
ter. Aylesbury, 1st and special, Robert James; 2d, David
Lees, Golden. Rouen, 1st, David Lees.
Class 16.

—

Pigeons—Fantails, 1st and two specials, M.
H. Wilbur.
Class 17.

—

Cage Birds—Canaries, 1st and two specials,
Mrs. M. J. Roberts, Denver; special for best display, M.
H. Wilbur. Parrots, 1st and special, M. H. Wilbur.

Miscellaneous—Special for heaviest dozen eggs from one
hen, William Seechrist, weight thirty-one ounces. Special
for largest and best cock, Robert James, weight eleven
pounds and four and a half ounces. Special for best display
of chickens other than Asiatics, Robert James. Special for
Dark Brahmas, David Lees.
Class 19.

—

Dressed Poultry—Special for best pair dressed
chickens, Mary Seechrist, Denver.
Class 20.— CaiJs—Black, 1st and special, A. W. Barnes,

Denver. Largest cat, 1st and special, M. F. Case, Denver.
Class 21.—i)o^.s—Rat Terrier, 1st and special, F. P.

Cobham. Greyhound, 1st and special, J. B. Forrest, Den-
ver. Bull, Ist and special, W. H. Green. Pet, 1st and
special, H. Witter, Denver.
Class 22.—i-'isA—Best display of live Trout, 1st and two

specials, N. A. Baker, Denver. Best display Gold-fish, N.
A. Baker.

A Philadelphia body-snatcher defends his business on
the ground that the dead are clay, and so long as the spirit is

in heaven it matters not what becomes of the mortal shell.
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(For Fanciers' JourDal.)

CAPITOL POULTRY AND PET STOCK ASSO-
CIATION.

LIST OF AWARDS, DECEMBER 27, 1875.

Jos. M. Wade.
Dear Sir: The first annual exhibition of the Capitol

Poultry and Pet Stock Association was a financial success.

Although we did not have many fowls from abroad, the

birds exhibited, with a few exceptions, were very fine and

of extra quality, and showed good breeding. After pay-

ing premiums, the Association has a handsome sum left. I

inclose you a slip cut from a paper containing the awards

of premiums, which I have corrected.

Bra/imas—Light—Fowls, 1st and 2d, P. M. Springer,
Springfield. Ohicks, 1st and 2d, J. S. Hilscher, Lincoln.
Dark—Chicks, 1st, Frank Ridgely, Springfield.

Cochins—Buff—Fowls, 1st, W. H. Lightfoot, Springfield.

Partridge—Chicks, 1st, C. T. Williamson, Springfield; 2d,

I. J. Halsted, Decatur. Pea-comb Partridge—Chicks, 1st,

P. M. Springer.
Dominiques—American—Fowls, 1st, W. H. Lightfoot.
Spanish—Black—Fowls, 2d, A. Leggott. Chicks, 1st,

W. H. Lightfoot.

Plymouth Rocks—2d, A. Leggott.
Legho7-)is—White, 1st and 2d, C. Bressmer, Springfield.

Hamhu7-gs—Silver-spangled—Chicks, 1st, W. J. Foote,
Springfield; 2d, S. M. Clark, Springfield.

Potends—Golden-spangled—Fowls, 1st, C. T. William-
son; 2d, A. Leggott. Chicks, 1st, Henry Dose, Spring-
field. Silver-spangled—Fowls, 1st, C. Landgrafl^, Spring-
field; 2d, C. T. Williamson. Chicks, 1st, C. Landgraff.
Uoudans—¥ow\i, 1st, C. Landgraff; 2d, J. Q. A. Floyd,

Springfield. Chicks, 1st, J. Q. A. Floyd.
Games—Black-breasted Bed—Fowls, 1st, J. M. Smith,

Springfield; 2d, James Sarver, Springfield. Chicks, 1st,

John H. Nickerson, Springfield; 2d, J. Halfen, Spring-
field. Brown Red—Chicks, 1st, J. M. Smith.
Bantams—Sebright—Fowls, 1st, Frank Eidgely.
Game Bantams—Black-breasted Eed—Fowls, 1st, W. H.

Lightfoot. Chicks, 1st, W. H. Lightfoot. Duckwing—
Fowls, J. Q. A. Floyd. Chicks, 1st, C. T. Williamson;
2d, Bertie Bates, Springfield.

Pigeons—Fantails, 1st, C. T. Williamson ; 2d, A. Leggott.
Pouters, 1st, A. Leggott. Trumpeters, Ist, A. Leggott.
Carmelite, 1st, A. Leggott. Jacobins, 2d, A. Leggott.

Jack Rabbit—1st, Bertie Bates.

Fox Squirrel— 1st, Bertie Bates.
Guinea Pigs— 1st, John B. Conant, Springfield.

Ferrets— 1st, James C. Conklin, Springfield.

Maltese Cats—1st, A. Q. Booth, Springfield.

Z)o^s—Spitz, 1st, Frank Eidgely. Poodle, 1st, W. B.
Hatchett. King Charles, 1st, W. B. Hatchett. Pointer,
1st, Frank Eidgely. Black-and-tan Terrier, 1st, Frank
Godley ; 2d, E. Little. Scotch Terrier, 1st, Prank Godley.
Coach, 1st, Eddie Green. Bull and Greyhound, cross, 2d,

M. Palmer.
SPECIAL PREMIUMS.

Best collection of Light Brahmas, not less than ten birds,

Prank Eichardson, Springfield. Best three pairs Light
Brahma chicks, Frank Eichardson. Best two pairs White
China Geese, W. H. Lightfoot. Best pair Pea-comb Part-
ridge Cochin chicks, P. M. Springer. Best pair Guinea
Pigs, John B. Conant. Best pair White Cochin chicks, C.
T. Williamson. Best pair Trumpeter Pigeons, A. Leggott.
Largest hen, of any breed or varietj', W. H. Lightfoot,
Buff Cochin, twelve and a half pounds.

W. H. Lightfoot,
Springfield, III. Secretary.

(ForFaEcicisMouriial.)

FIRST EXHIBITION OF THE EASTON POULTRY
AND SALE ASSOCIATION.

The first exhibition that was held here 1 think we can

call a success. Parties here, from the East and from neigh-

boring towns, were delighted with the way the exhibition

was got up, and the manner in which it was managed. The
room is the best suited to an exhibition of this kind of any

I have ever seen. It is lighted by skylights, which throws

the light in all directions, and the gas-lights are so arranged

that every coop in the room is lighted up.

There were three hundred and twenty-three entries, about

seventy-five being pigeons, and splendid birds they were,

too. The principal exhibitors were Rev. T. A. Schwartz,

with his Black, Blue, Yellow, and Eed Pied Pouters ; D.

E. Newell, with Black and White Carriers, Black, Red, and

White Barbs, some of which, I believe, he valued at $200

per pair; C. G. Trexler, of AUentown, with sixteen entries

of fine birds; Levi Bennet, with sixteen entries, among
which was a magnificent pair of White Barbs, which carried

off the first prize ; McKeen & Hulick had twenty-four

entries of pigeons, carrying off quite a number of premiums,

the most noted of which were their Dun Carriers, which

got 1st ; Silver Turbits, 1st and 2d ;
Blue Owls, 1st and 2d

;

Silver Owls, 1st ; Yellow Barbs, 1st and 2d ; Blue Antwerps,

1st and 2d.

The principal exhibitors of poultry were D. C. Water-

house, of New Haven, who had Dark Brahmas, Partridge

Cochins, and Plymouth Rocks, and took a premium on

every coop ; H. T. Sperry, of Hartford, with his beautiful

little White Polish; John J. Berry, of Hackensack, had

four coops of White Cochins and three of Plymouth Rocks

that were somewhat out of condition on account of being

shown so much, but, nevertheless, took five premiums on

seven coops exhibited ; Jacob L. Otto had a fine display of

White, Silver, and Black Polish, taking quite a number of

premiums. The largest exhibitors of Asiatics were McKeen
& Hulick, who carried away enough prizes to win the special

of $50 for the largest and best display. Their Light Brahma
chickens, of which they showed fifteen coops, were said by

the judges to be a better lot than could be shown by any

one party in the country, the three winning cockerels scoring

ninety-one, ninety-two, and ninety-thi-ee ; the bird that

won the second prize at Brooklyn and 1st at Philadelphia

being beaten two points by a later-hatched bird. Their late

pullets, too, were much better than those shown early in the

season, one of them figuring ninety-three. The cockerels

that won 1st and 4th at AUentown were beaten by these

birds kept at home. Their display of Buffs, too, was very

fine, having won everything they showed for ; they also

showed a fine lot of Partridge and White Cochins, the

Partridge Cochin cockerels being remarkably good.

There was a good display of ducks and turkeys, Mr.

Christian Knecht, of Nazareth, showing some very tine

White Holland and Bronze turkeys, and Mr. A. B. Hol-

combe, of Lambertville, N. J., showing the best Pekin and

Rouen ducks. The ducks and turkeys were arranged in a

very unique manner, being built up in a pyramid in the

rear of the room, an immense Bronze gobbler topping out

the pile.

The awards of the judges seemed to give general satisfac-

tion, and they deserve a great deal of credit for the prompt

manner in which they put it through. The room was all

arranged Wednesday morning; a greatmany of the premium

cards were on before one o'clock (when the hall was opened

to the public), all of them being on by six o'clock. The

judges were Messrs. Plaisted and Bi'adley, of Connecticut, on

Asiatics ; Major Cryer, of Philadelphia, on Games and Game
Bantams

;
Dr. A. M. Dickie, of Doylestown, on the small

breeds, and Mr. W. T. Eogers, of the same place, on pigeons.
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I neglected to mention, in tlieii' proper order, the Games

and Game Bantams, of which the display was good,

there being twenty-five coops of Games and about the same

of Bantams. The largest exhibitor of Games was Jtr. F.

Freeland, of Easton. The largest of Game Bantams was

Charles E. Long, of Lancaster, who had some very fine

ones, but the handsomest were a pair of BlaeU Africans by

the same exhibitor. We will be able to hold an exhibition

here next year which cannot be surpassed in quality, and

hope that Mr. Wade may have leisure enough to attend.

Yours, Victor.

N.B. I neglected to mention Mr. Rogers' display of

Silver-penciled Hamburgs, which I do not think can be

surpassed.

birds. A new feature was introduced ut this poultry show,
namely, a lecture by that able writer and breeder of poul-

try, Dr. A. M. Dickie, of Doylestown, Pa. His remarks
were listened to with marked respect by a large audience.

At the conclusion of his address on the care and manage-
ment of poultry, he was greeted with applause. 1 might
mention here that Kutztown has a large normal school in

successful operation. Take it all in all, Kutztown is a very
beautiful place, and the residents are noted for their hospi-

tality. It is mostly composed of Germans, and of all people

with whom 1 have come in contact, for large and noble-

heartedness, commend me to the honest Germans of old

Berks Count}-. Thanks to Prof. Mark, Bair, Berkemeyer,
Schmohl, Gehring, and others, for their kindness and hos-

pitality. Tennet.
Doylestown, Pa.

PiqEO[J DE[=)^F\J|VIEflT.

SpOF^JS|Vl/V[^'s UEfy^F^JlVIEflj.

(For Fanciers' Jourual.)

THE COLUMBARIAN SHOW AT KUTZTOWN, PA.

I LEFT Doylestown on Tuesday morning, on the ten

o'clock train, over the N. P. E. R, to Bethlehem, then, by

the Reading road, to Kutztown. Meeting a small boy, he

pointed out to me the residence of Dr. L. C. Berkemeyer, the

President and the head of the Kutztown Poultry Association,

and he at once conducted me to the Washington Hotel,

presided over by that fine old German gentleman, Ulrich

Miller, For mince pies, sausages, coffee, and good bread

and butter, friend Ulrich is ahead, and old Berks County

has reason to be justly proud of the Washington Hotel and

mine host. Ulrich often spends a pleasant evening at the

house of Dr, Berkemeyer. 1 retired to bed, and when the

morning sun rose brightly over Kutztown, I was refreshed

and ready for work at the show. The building in which

the exhibition was held was well adapted for that purpose
;

the coops were nicely arranged and the stock showed ofi" to

a good advantage. There was, I think, about fifty coops

containing fancy pigeons, many of them very fine birds.

Among the principal exhibitors were Mr. C. B. Bast, of

Kutztown, Pa. ; Mr. D. H. Hinterleiter, of Kutztown, Pa.

;

Oliver D. Shock, of Hamburg, Pa., and 0. E. Long, of

Lancaster, Pa. Some of the first premiums awarded to the

gentlemen named above, were to birds of a high order of

perfection, and the columbarian part of the show will com-
pare with that held in Philadelphia, Doylestown, Tamaqua,
and AUentown. Dr. Berkemeyer, the President of the

Association, worked hard to make the show a success, and
when it is understood that the Kutztown fair was held after

all the others in Eastern Pennsylvania, the Doctor may be

proud of this his first effort. I had the pleasure of visiting

the Doctor's poultry yards, and found that he had things

nicely arranged. His stock consists of White Leghorns

and Silver-spangled Hamburgs, and some of them were fine

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE DROPPER.
I AM sorry to see anyone advocating, in your interesting

paper, the use of that miserable nondescript, the dropper.

Not only advising the use, but also the breeding of this

mule among dogs, holding it up as the perfection of canine

life, when, in reality, it is the worst of vermin. No one

can say they resemble either of their parents, for to the

most inexperienced eye they show the cross, imitation

Pointers loosing the close, fine coat peculiar to the race.

They endeavor to represent, or burlesque, the Setter by

having a feathered tail and outline of head, both imitations

lacking the satin gloss, soft, silky hair, and length of feather.

It is just this system of breeding cross breeds, anything, in

fact, that will run about a field and stand a bird, that has

so far depreciated our stock, that, with few exceptions, there

is not a pure-blooded dog in America. One or two whelps

from the first cross of a Setter and Pointer may turn out

good dogs, but no better than either a pure Setter or

Pointer ;
while, in the majority of cases, they will all be

curs. If anyone doubts their capacity of breeding curs, let

him cross two droppers, or a dropper and a full blood, and

see what a kennel of big-tailed, thick-headed whelps he will

have. It is a law of nature, that hybrids cannot propagate.

It would be well if droppers could not, since their first get

must disgrace their grandparents.

If a dog is wanted for open counti'y, get a Pointer; he
will work over prairie and meadow, and, if needs be, will

work out a cripple, for I never saw a good-blooded Pointer
refuse to enter a thicket. If a dog is wanted for low, un-
broken, bushy country, a Setter will answer; but do not try

to combine the two, when, by careful breaking, the full-

blood may be made to do all the work that is required, and,
at the same time, can be the means of adding value to your
kennel by reproducing its own, or imparting better qualities

to its offspring. 0. D. P.

[The above article was received after we had gone to press

with Greenhorn's article.

—

Ed.]
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
THE CHICAGO SHOW.

As we go to press, Mr. Mack W. Miner writes us, " The
big show is opened, and bids fair tobeagrand success. There
are two thousand entries of fowls and pigeons, of the very

best quality."

IMPOKTATION.
Mr. J. 0. Thurston, 786 Broadway, N. T., has recently

added to his stock of Carriers by importation from England,
three pairs of fine birds; one pair purchased at the Crystal

Palace show by Mr. W. Masey, are particularly so. Mr.
Thurston's imported Carriers have just taken two firsts, two
seconds, and four specials.

AMUSEMENT AND KNOWLEDGE.
An able scientist, versed in Ornithology and kindred

subjects, writes that "the man is happy indeed who pos-

sesses an inborn taste for soft and quiet amusements, which
he may resort to at any time of the day. He is still happier

when he has good ground to expect from the said amuse-
ments, curious branches of knowledge that may become
useful or valuable to mankind."

These may be very properly called philosophical amuse-
ments, he adds. The birds in a poultry-yard, for example,

will aflbrd diversions of this character to any one who may
be fond enough of seeing, observing, and caring for them.

If a man is obliged to pass a portion of his life in the

country, he must be well pleased to experience within him-
self an inclination that will daily ensure a very laudable

pastime to him.

In the rearing of poultry and other pet-stock, we may
find them very fit to inspire us with this sort of taste. It is

natural that we are thus tempted to try whether they will

produce, the effects we may aim at in various experiments

made with them. And whoever undertakes to raise fowls

or other small live-stock, cannot fail to grow fond of such

reproductions, as thej' grow up under his supervision.

So long as they owe their lives and their progress to the

care we bestow upon them, we behold their advancement
and daily improvement with increasing pleasure. We fol-

low their growth and development with satisfaction in every

stage of their lives. We love to see them approach from
infancy to maturity, and enjoy their comparison with those

produced by our neighbors or competitors. We look to see

if the originals bring forth their like—and thus we are

tempted to observe them more critically, and are induced to

make new trials, towards improving and increasing their

b«st qualities—through which pleasant operations we obtain

fresh knowledge, and acquire an increasing spirit of laudable

curiosity, leading us to inquiries not previously attempted.

All this is entertaining, healthy, and commendable. The
man who indulges in this pastime lengthens his natural

lease of life. He grows wiser, not only in this especial work
itself, but he adds to his philosophical knowledge, upon
general principles, by the indicated means. The suburban

or country resident, who devotes a part of his time to this

agreeable pursuit, may do this with pecuniary profit, too
;

and while he may thus contribute to the general knowledge

of the community, through the promulgated results of his

experience with these pets, he enhances his own personal

weal and attainments, and makes himself, his family, and
his friends wiser and better as the years go by.

CONSOLIDATION.

A GRAND mass meeting of the poultry and pigeon fanciers

of the eastern part of the State of Pennsylvania will be

held at the American Hotel, AUentown, Pa., on Thursday;

March 2d, at 11 o'clock a.m., to take into consideration the

matter of forming all the poultry associations in the eastern

part of the State into one grand consolidated body.

Wb are in receipt of the Fanciers^ Journal and PouUrij

Exchange, published weekly at Philadelphia, at $2.50 per

year. It is devoted to Poultry, Pigeons, Dogs, Rabbits,

Pets, etc., treating on their breeding, care, successful man-

agement, etc., and each number is handsomely illustrated.

We pronounce it one of the ablest journals of its class in this

country, one which every breeder of poultry and pets should

possess.

—

The Lake County ( Wis ) Patriot.

A MISTAKEN POLICY.

A YEAR or more ago, some one who had never tried it,

adopted the experiment proposed by a novice, of spreading

pine saw-dust upon the hen-house floor, say six inches deep,

into which was to be raked oats, barley, and broken corn

daily, as dry food for the fowls confined in close winter

quarters. It was claimed that they thus obtained exercise

by scratching for their food, and were prevented, through

thus being kept occupied, from eating the feathers off each

other, etc.

Another use to which this same pine saw-dust has been

largely put, is its adoption by managers of poultry shows

for the bottoms of coops and cages sent to our fall and win-

ter fairs. Either or both of these plans we look upon as

objectionable, for the reason that, in the first instance, it

has been found that in picking the oats and small grains out

of the saw-dust in the hen-house, a great many particles of

the powdered pine wood adheres to the broken kernels, and

goes into the crops of the fowls, with the corn, oats, etc.

And we have not found, and have never yet heard that this

pine saw-dust is particularly digestible,

In the other case, the objection holds good for similar rea-

sons. In .the coops at our fairs, to be sure it is a pleasant

sight to observe the cleanliness which this substance affords

in the bottom of the cages. But the birds not only manage

to get a great many particles of the wood-dust into their

crops from picking food from amongst it, but in scratching,

as they do frequently, they throw it into their drinking

cups ; and thus they swallow more of it, whenever they sip

the water, and it will not digest well. This is a very sure

thing, as anyone may imagine on a moment's reflection.
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Now I'm- the hcii-liDusc, di-y Iciives, or clioppecl straw uiul

coarse hay, is inflnitely better, for the floors; and for our

coops at the shows, fine chopped straw (which can ordinarily

be quite as easily obtained) is an improvement upon this

pine saw-dust.

We throw out these hints for the benefit of all interested
;

merely adding that either of the ingredients we recommend
are both as palatable and as digestible as are the grains

;

they fully answer the purpose for the " exercising " proposal,

they are as cleanly and sightly, and that the saw-dust is not

onlj' indigestible, but it is very pungent, and more or less

injurious to the birds as well.

WUIIKLY GOSSIF.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfron

—The Lake Merritt dam question, which has caused an
agitation of the Oakland mind for several weeks, was the

topic under discussion referred to a special meeting of the

Oak and City Council, which was in session last evening.

The cause of this agitation lies in the fact that the Lake
Merritt dam has given way, and does not hold water.

Earnest speeches wcn'e made by the City Engineer, T. J.

Arnold, Dr. Merrit and Geo. C. Potter, after which a resolu-

tion was unanimously adopted to the effect that the City
Marshal, with the co-operation of the City Engineer, pro-

ceed at once with the work of reparation. The primary
cause of the damage is attributed to the teredo, or some
such species of worm, which has eaten the plank work of

the dam, low down beneath the surface of the water. This
ordinary dam was built about seven years ago, and an en-
tirely new one is what is now needed. This idea was strong-
ly intimated to the Council last evening, and the cost was
roughly estimated at from $12,000 to 15,000.—CaZ. Ex.

—Mk. Editor : Your correspondent, E. S. S., page 18, of

the Journal, says, "Col. Bee shot a hare [Leptis sylvatious,

local name Jackass rabbit)." Now here is another con-
founding of animals. Lcpus sylvaiicits, improperly called

rabbit, is common to the Middle, Northern, and many of the
Southern States; while the Jackass rabbit (name given by
our soldiers in the Mexican war) is only found in Texas,
Mexico, and Oregon. This is the Lepus calloius, or Lepus
Texanius, of the naturalists. If the measurement, as given
by E. S. S., be correct, he must have had a "giant in those
days." Lepus sylvatious has never been known to measure
more than 17 inches from the tip of nose to root of tail, and
27 inches from tip of nose to the end of outstretched legs.

E. S. S. gives him " 38 inches from tip of forehead to tip of
hind leg." Evidently this was not a Jackass rabbit, for its

length from tip of nose to root of tail does not exceed 23
inches, while E. S. S. gives his animal 31 inches from tip of
nose to end of tail. As to the "swellings" and "white
eggs " found in the flesh, E. S. S. should know that nearly all

the genus are infested, in the summer and autumn, with the
larviB of the Gad-fly {(Estrus), which penetrates the flesh,

and the leanness ol the animals at those seasons is caused
by a constant irritation from the insect. Lovers of hare-
meat will please make a note of it, if they are not aware of
the fact already (it seems E. S. S. was not), and never use
it HS food out of season. Hues.

—Heeeditb.—Cresheim, I attribute the flne form of the
Lancashire with Berkshire color and stamina coming
through hiridiie, not influence. In case of the child it is a
diflieult question. M. H. C.

—BuLLFKOGS.—Seeing notice of shooting bullfrogs in No.
1, Fanciers' Journal, I thought it might interestsome of your
readers to know, that two old frog hunters came up the In-
dian Kiver and its inlets (small lakes and ponds), and in
two days, in July, caught eight hundred frogs, dressed and
sent them to New York, where they got seven cents per sad-
dle for them ; thereby making forty dollars clear, after
paying all expenses, and allowing them three dollars per
day each for their work.

I was one of three who went to Bon;iparle Lake about
the same time, and in one hour and twenty minutes, we
caught one hundred and sixty nice bullfrogs.

Later in the fall (15th October), the same party again
went to Bonaparte, when the frogs had ceased their song of
(JO around, and we caught one hundred and twenty-two
pounds of trout. Twelve of which weighed seventy pounds,
averaging nearly six pounds each. At the same time we got
a nice venison. If Messrs. Dauth & McGovern, want sport
catching bullfrogs, and if they have any doubts of what I
write, let them come up in this Black-river-big-woods-
country, and be convinced. Jeffekson County.

CoF^f^ESpOfJOEj^CE.

IMPORTATION.

I RECEIVED, December 31st, a flne trio Brown-red chicks,

from Henry Beldon, Bingley, Yorkshire, England. They
came out in the " Germania," and arrived in very fine con-

dition. Yours truly, E. P. Howlktt.

importing.
Mr. Wade :

Can any of your readers inform me what line I could im-

port pigeons on from England. I have talked with the

shipping agents here, and my brother has inquired in En-

gland, but we could not find any company that would
import them. I have imported a number, but by private

individuals. T. Stevenson.

[Major Cryer, Southport, England, is the most reliable
party we know to import either fancy stock or merchandise
from. Inclose stamp to him for reply.

—

Ed.]

NEW SOCIETY.

The Poultry and Pet Stock Society of Hornellsville,

N. Y., was organized here to-day, with W. W. Ford, of

Canister, as President, and J. K. Sheldon, of Hornellsville,

Secretary. Yours, J. R. Shkldok.
Hornellsville, Jiinuary 18, 1876.

A CURIOUS CASE.
Mr. Jos. M. Wade.
Dear Sir: The following circumstance occurred with a

Light Brahma hen belonging to a friend of mine

:

The first thing about the hen that attracted attention was
the fullness of the crop when it came from the roost in the

morning. The crop continued to fill out more and more for

about a week. Her health seemed good until her crop was
so full that she could not eat, when she was killed. In the

crop was found a wad of grass, such as would be found this

time of year, rolled up together, which completely filled it.

She was very fat, her gizzard being covered with layers of

it. Have any of the readers of this Journal ever heard of

or seen a like instance, and what is the reason the grass

would not pass from the crop; also, is there any remedy?
Yours respectfully, p. A. M.

Susquehanna Depot, Pa., January 12, 187G.

GOOD STOCK.

Pkiend Wade : I have purchased from P. Williams, the-

cock " Atlas," winner of first and specials at Boston and^

Bufl^alo shows last season. He is sire of the winner of the

fifty dollar prize cockerel at Brooklyn show in December
last. Atlas also won flrst at Dunkirk last week. I have-

also purchased a pen of C. A. Sweet's best Dark Brahmas.
Yours truly, Geo. S. Josselyn.

Feedonia, N. Y., January 17, 1876.
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a .surk rkmkdy.
Friend AVade:

I desire to communicate a fact for the benefit of my
brother fanciers. In this changeable weather we all know
how apt our fowls are to take cold, and if not cured a worse

state follows. I have used a remedy for years that has

never failed me, the first dose being generally sufficient, the

second always successful. Take a common troche, crush it in

tlie moutli, then hold the bird, opening the beak, and spit

the whole well into the throat. I have told this to many,

and they all testify that it works like a charm.

Big FL.tTs, Chemung Co., N. Y. Wm. Atwood.

ELECTION or OFFICERS.

Jos. M. Wade. Esq.

Dear Sir
;
At a meeting of the Pennsylvania State

Poultry Society, held this day, the following officers were

elected to serve for the year 1876.

President—William Wister.

Vice Presidents—John E. Diehl, Samuel J. Sharpless,

Samuel P. Courtney, John Clapp, Thos. B. Kaynor.

Treasurer—G. W. Frederick.

Corresponding Secretary—A. P. Groves.

Recording Secretary—J. D. Nevius.

Executive Committee—Jos. M. Wade, W. F. Miskey, H.

M. Phillips, Mark Schofield, John Stone, Jesse G. Darling-

ton, Benjamin Mann, J. C. Long, Jr., Geo. C. Potts, Isaac

F. Baker. Yours truly, A. P. Groves,
Philadelphia, January 18, 1376. Correiponding Secretary.

IMPORTATION.

R. F. Shannon received per steamship "Idaho," from

Major Cryer, three Black and two Blue Bald-head pigeons.

One of the Blacks a prize winner at Manchester, December,

1875. The Blues are also first-prize winners. Also, one

trio of Red Pyle Game Bantams, first-prize winners. They
all arrived in very good condition.

SfflV^LL Pej DEp/^F^JJVIEfJj

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(Reported for Fanciers' Jourual.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
Philadelphia, for the week ending January 22, 1876.

2 Flying Squirrels [Sciuropterus volucella). Presented by

Geo. Thayer, Delaware Co., Pa.

3 * Javanese Leopards [Fclispardus). Born in the Garden.
1 Golden Eagle (Aguila chryscetos). Presented by Paul &

Heichhoid, Philadelphia.

2 Snowy Owl (iV^cfea mir«rt). Presented by Geo. De Haven,

Philadelphia.

1 Zebra (Bos Indicus, sacred to the Hindoos). Purchased.

1 Ya.\i {Bison grunniers). Purchased.

1 Axis Deer (Axis ma.culata). Purchased.

3 White Deer.

* Short-lived were the youug leopards, being born in the evening, and
in the same night eaten by the parent. However unnatural this may
seem, it is well known that the morbid habit or propensity is common to

all the cat tribe—lions, tigers, leopards, pantliers, etc.—and also to the

hippopotamus, bear, hog, rabbit, and hare, as well as to fish in general-

It is not long since a tine young hippopotamus, born in the London
Zoo, and whose advent was most anxiously looked for, notwithstanding
all the care of the keeper to prevent aucli a catastrophe, was taken as a

breakfast by its mother.

THE DEATH OF BLUE BIRD.
" Hb is dead I

" said the Wind,
" Oh, who 7 " asked the Rose,

' The prince of the wildwood—the Blue Bird."
" And he died," said the Wind,

" Oh, why ? " asked the Rose,
' Because she he loved was no true bird,"

" Alas I
" sighed the Rose,

" Ah, me I
" said the Wind,

' So handsome, so tuneful, so clever."
'' And she 7 " asked the Rose,
" False one !

" said the Wind,
' In the maple chirps gaily as ever."

" And he lies," said the Wind,
" Oh, where 7 " asked the Rose,

' At the foot of the oak, in the clover."
" And the grass," said the Wind,
" Droops low," wept the Rose,

' O'er the form of the ill-fated lover."

"Oh, list !
" said the Wind,

" I hear," sighed the Rose,
' The grave-digging beetles are coming."

" And that sound ? " asked the Wind,
" Is a hymn," wept the Rose,

That the Bee folks are solemnly humming."

" They are there, " said the Wind,
" And at work ? " asked the Rose,

' Yes, the ground very softly they're breaking."
" They are kind," said the Wind,

" Most kind," wept the Rose,
' Such a pretty wee grave to be making,"

" They are done," said the Wind,
" And I'll fling," said the Wind,

'A rose leaf or two where he's lying,"
" Take myself," sighed the Rose,
" All myself," wept the Rose,

' He is dead, and for him— I am dying !

"

—Madoe Elliott,

(For Fanciers' Journal,)

THE AaUARIUM.
Thk aquarium, properly managed, is an absorbingly in-

teresting and instructive ornament. That it is not more

popular in this country is due to the fact that the business

has not fallen into the hands of enthusiasts on the subject.

Instead of endeavoring to cultivate a popular taste for the

aquarium, dealers have been content to await its growth,

believing that all that is required of them, as educatois of

the public taste in this direction, is to be able to furnish a

receptacle which will hold water, without regard to its fit-

ness. That most of the aquariums in use in this country

since its introduction, in the condition in which they were

sold, have been unfit for the purpose, the hundreds of un-

used aquariums throughout the country bear witness. That

no vessel in which iron is exposed to the water can ever be

made an aquarium is a scientific certainty. I will relate

my first experience with an iron tank, stating first that I

do not intend to condemn the tank itself, but simply to show

the necessity for protecting ever}' particle of iron inside the

aquarium from contact with the water. I had endeavored

for a long time, with the advantage of all the knowledge to

be derived from dealers and from books on the aquarium,

to accomplish the results they had promised, but in vain

In the morning I would approach mv aquarium hopefully,

but only to find the plants loosened and floating on the sur-

face of the water. Why would they not root ? They had

the most favorable condition of light and temperature. I

had introduced a few snails of the genus Physa. They had

increased, in the course of a month, an hundred fold, in
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epite of the depredations of sticklebacks and sunflsh on the

spawn. Here, I thought, is the trouble: this snail is a

focfler on growing in.ste«d of decaying vegetation. They
arc nocturnal depredators; and that the plants were eaten

ill' at the bottom was further proof tliat it was the work of

the snails, as to get on the plant they would commence at

its base. Then commenced a work of extermination. Each

evening 1 would retire from the field, thinking the foe van-

quished ; but, like Banquo's ghost, " they would not down,"

and each morning would disclose a new and formidable

array arisen from their haunts among the rocks and

pebbles.
But till tliiugs havG ail eadiug,

Anil this one was heurtreudiug,

For the slauglitt'red snails were counted by tlie scoi-o

;

Their character wa3 damaged

By the plants I thought they cabbaged,

And I'd never have another—thus I swure.

1 will digress here to say that this is an example of the

way in which opinion.s are formed, and accounts for the

many inaccuracies of and controversies among naturalists.

This snail, which is harmless to living vegetation except of

confervoid growth, was held re.sponsible for the results of a

destructive chemical action ; and it is thus that many obser-

vations are made and many conclusions arrived at by natu-

ralists, under conditions unfavorable to the animal. Every-

thing is lost sight of but the object itself.

My aquarium did no better after the extermination of the

snails, while their loss detracted from its interest and

deprived the lish of a large amount of food in the spawn

and young snails; the plants floated gracefully to the top as

of yore, and I was in despair, believing the aquarium a

delusion and a snare. At this juncture I saw in some news-

paper a paragraph, of which I can give the purport, but of

which I forget the exact phraseology. It said, " Muspratt

(some European chemist, 1 suppose) calls iron nature's

great scavenger," and said the oxidation of iron in connec-

tion with decaying animal and vegetable matter formed,

among other combinations, nitric acid, which will destroy

all organic matter. I exultingly exclaimed. Eureka ! I

had in my tank these very elements of destruction. Now
all I had to do was to cover the iron with some pure and

indestructible material. 1 tried in turn various paints,

shellac, asphaltum, varnish, etc., but all were soon decora-

posed by the acids formed by the decaying animal and

vegetable matter. I then tried Portland cement, and the

result was a covering over the iron as hard, pure, and inde-

structible as granite. I now had a tank in which -at the

end of a year, without change of water, the sand was as

sweet and pure as when introduced.

In other articles, to follow, I will discuss the principles of I

the aquarium and the proper mode of stocking it.

(For Fanciers' Journal.) i

CAT SaUIRRELS.
;

0. D. jfouLKE {Fanciers' Journal, January 13- page 19)

asks, " why he does not meet with more Cat Squirrels on

his hunting trips, as he believes they are peculiar to the
'

Middle States where he hunts." Goodrich says {Aniniol\

Kingdom, Yo\. I, page 378), "The Cat Squirrel (Sciurusl

Vulpinus) is found sparsely in the Middle States ;" and the
j

American Cyclopcedia says, "that in those states it is con-

:

I'ounded with the Fox Squirrel
;

" which, doubtless, has led
,

0. D. P. to suppose he should tliere find them.
I

I give here several important points of diflferenoe between
the two, hoping they will be of benefit to future squirrel

collectors as well as to 0. V>. F.

The Pox Squirrel is fourteen or fifteen inches in length,

with tail, large and fiattcned, sixteen ; hair coarse, and sub-

ject to great varieties of color, of which gray is the most
common. Of the " mottled," the ears and nose are white.

The Pox is a good fighter, stands in no fear of a small dog,

and in a square fight will not come off second best.

The Cat Squirrel [Sciurus Cinereiis) is thirteen inches long,

with tail fourteen. It is heavy and slow in its movements,
never will leap from tree to tree, or from branch to branch,

like the Pox, unless when much alarmed or closely pursued

by some enemy. Its size is the only thing which positively

distinguishes it from the Pox Squirrel, while it shows so

many varieties in color it is impcssible to state them all.

Three individuals, taken from one nest, were found so dif-

ferently marked that they were supposed to be of separate

species—one having all the marks of the Pox, and the

others strongly resembling the common Black Squirrel.

HaoN.

A WILD goose flew into Oregon, and its crop being

opened revealed a new kind of grain. Prom the seed forty

bushels have been raised, and the Oregon farmers are sitting

on the fence, with their elbows on their knees, wondering

what the}' shall call the new kind of whiskey they will

make from it.

The price of dogs has not fallen since a Lansing (Mich.)

gentleman traded forty acres of land, worth $100, for one.

We hear of a recent transfer in which $100 cash was the

consideration in gold.

—

Kv.

Exctjy^rJqEs.

.e®^ Advertisements under this head, of four Hues, or forty-eight words,

descrihing and offering for Exchangee only, will be allowed at 25

cents for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be

charged.

^^^"To EXCHA.KGE FoK CASK" Or " GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PUR-

CHASER," or "wanted an offer," etc., etc., cannot under any circum-

stance be admitted to the Exchange or Want column.

^6®" No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with

25 cents.

C J. ANDRUSS, Canandaigua, N. Y., has a copy of Burnham's
"Chiua Fowl," new and in perfect condition, to exchange for either
Wright's Practical Poultry-Keeper, orBement's Poulterers' Companion,
in equally good order.

FASfCIER, P. O. Box 1041, Williamsport, Pa., will exchange well
improved property in the flourishing city of Williamsport, Pa.—for a
small farm, well improved ; land must be good, suitable for raising
Fancy Fowls. Farm east or southeast of this place preferred. Informa-
tion given.

PROF. R. F. OEORGE, Secretary Wisconsin Central Poultry
Association, Madison, Wis., will exchange Appleton's Journal, No. 1 to

356, 9 vols., bound, or Fancy Pigeons—for Plymouth Kock fowls, Game
Bantams, or what offers.

BOX 92, Basking Ridge, N. J., will exchange one patent Quilting
Machine, one Rifle Cane, one two-wheeled Velocipede (cost new S90), one
Lt. Brahma cockerel from extra-good stock—for Brown Leghorn hens
or i>iillets, Lt. Brahma pullets, or offers.

GEO. W. SCHEFFER, 21 South Second St., Harrisburg, Pa., will
exchange one good BIack-brea>>ted Red Game cock for Fancy Pigeons

—

Antwerps, Archangels, or Swallows; also, one trio of Japanese Bantams
for White and Yellow Carriers, or Blue-pied Pouters. Must be good as
mine are.

"WM. CKASTON, Lock Box 1728, Meadville, Fa., will exchange a
trio of Golden-spangled Polish; took 1st and special (where offered) at
Elmira, Dunkirk, Titusville, and Meadville—for offers of Black-breasted
Red Games, old or young, willoM' legs and bay eyes.

EDWARO HARRIS, Moorestown, Burlington Co., N. J., will

exchange a trio uf L. Brahman lor Plymouth Rock cockerels. Write soon.
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O. W. CHIDSET, Elmira, N. Y., will exchange one trio Silver-
spangled Hamburg fowls, for one trio Brown Leghorn chickens; one
pair Silver Duckwing Game Bantams, for one pair Black-breasted Red
Game Bantam pullets. Stock first-class, same wanted.

T. P. MONTUOMERY, Harrisburg, Pa., will exchange 100 Dime
Novels for .Jacobins; Harper's Book of Travels, cost $7, for Fantails:
Hogarth's Works, cost 84, for Barbs; Chicago, Past, Present, andFuture^
cost $3, for any kind of Fancy Pigeous, or other offers.

HI. J. RUTH, Lancaster, Pa., will exchange A-No.-l pair of Black
Reds, dead game—for Red Pyle, Black-breasted, or Duckwing Game
Bantams. Must be good as mine are. Write quick.

REV. A. HIARCEEEITS, Pittston, Luzerne Co., Pa., will exchange
a good Partridge Cochin cockerel (early hatch), or a good P. C. hen—for
a good Brown Leghorn cock or cockerel. Or will give the pair of P. C.'s
for a pair of B. L.'s.

G. W. CHIDSET, EIraira, N. Y., will exchange one pair Silver
Duckwing Game Bantams, for one extra nice Light Brahma pullet ; one
Crested White Fan cock, for one Crested White Fan hen. Must be extra
fine as mine are.

«EO. W. »iClIEFFER, 21 South Second Street, Harrisburg, Pa.,
will exchange the following for Fancy Pigeons, Angora or Lop-eared
Rabbits—Map of the United States (44 x 64), also Pennsylvania Archives
(from 1664 to 1790, eleven vols.), also seventeen vols. Colonial Records,
also a few .Specimen Books of Type and Cuts of Printing suitable for
Painters and Artists.

J. U. SCHCIiTZ, Colebrookdale, Penna., will exchange two nice
Houdan hens, for a pair Maltese kittens (male and female) ; or Partridge
Cochin pullets for Dark Brahma pullets. No other than good stock given
nor taken.

HOWARD I. IRELAND, Camden, N J., will exchange books,
fur fowls, pigeons, and pet stock. Mention books wanted and value of
stock.

E. J. CHANDEER, Kennett Square, Chester Co., Pa., will ex-
change one pair Black-breasted Red Game chicks (.7. Stone's stock). Dark
Brahmas, and American Dominiques—for Black-breasted Red Game Ban-
tam chick. Butf Cochins, and one White Cochin cockerel or cock. My
fowls are all good and pure stock and want the same.

W. A. SHOEMAKER, Tamaqua, Pa., has for exchange one D.
B. cock, two P. C. cockerels, one pair Heathwood Game chicks, and one
Blue Pouter hen—for B. B. R. Game Bantam hens or pullets, White Fan
cock, or Blue Pouter cock, or offers.

THOMAS I. WEESH, York, Pa., has for exchange a seven-
shooter, nickel-plated, Burt'alo Bill Revolver^-for trio B. B. R. Game Ban-
tams, or otfers.

CHAREES EIPPOED, Lancaster, Pa., will exchange A-No.-l
pair of Sultans for a pair of W. C. W. Polands, a thorough-bred Gordon
Setter pup; also, a thorough-bred Irish Setter pup, and a half Gordon
Setter bitch, youu^^, the best of pedigree given—for Fancy Pigeous, Game
Bantams, and White male Guinea Pig. First-class birds wanted.

C. S. WHITE, Elmira, N. Y., will exchange one pair White Geor-
gian Game chicks for Fancy Pigeons

;
one pair Blue-red Game fowls foi

Fancy Pigeons ; Games (pet-stock) for I'^ancy Pigeous.

H. S. BAEE, Shrewsbury, Mass., wants to exchange one Black-pied
Pouter cock, one White Pouter hen, two Black Carrier cocks, one Blue
Anttverp cock, one pair Red Barbs, one pair White Ducliess—for Birds or
other pronerty. What offers?

H. BCRCHARD, Corry, Pa., has for exchange one B B. Red
Game cockerel for a male Canary; one B. B. Red Game Bantam pullet
(small) for a male Canary; one pair of Maltese Kittens or Brown Leg-
horns for a pair of German Canaries. Stock good. What offers?

E A. THOMPSON, Basking Ridge, N. J., will exchange two male
Canaries, with their cages (wholesale cost of cages, $7.50)—for books in
good order, or merchandise. Historical books preferred.

GEORGE F. EAWRESfCE, Worcester, Mass., will exchange
Plymouth Ruck cockerels and pullets — for Lop, Angora, or Dutch
Rabbits, or Guinea Pigs, White or Black. Apply soon.

G. M. WEISKER, Blandon, Berks Co., Pa., has for exchange a
fine pair of Solid Black Carriers for a young dark pair of Ferrets. Send
Ferrets, prepay express charges; I will pay express charge on Pigeons.
Send Ferrets at once.

CHAREES BACOJr, Natural Bridge, N. Y., has a Mocking Bird
cage, 16x84x26 high, half round top, been used only six weeks, slide
drawer for cleaning, and all right—wants to swap it for a pair of young
Chester White or any other kind of thorough-bred Pigs.

W. DE HART, Water Valley, Miss., will exchange a beautiful
pure-white Squirrel, with red eyes, very gentle and a perfect pet—for a
Parrot.

ERNEST W. WIDER, East St. Louis, HI,, will exchange one
pair of Wliiie Hiirl.s limn imported stock for one pair Black or Blue
African Owls; aU.i.inn Wliite Barb hens for one White African Owl cock
and two Blacktuil T.i.l,ii rucks.

JOHN E. SCHCM, 150 South Water Street, Lancaster City, Pa.,

will exchange a youn^ Setter bitch, is altered ; very fine 5-shooter Re-
volver, powder loader, in good order ; one trio of White-capped Bantams,
nice pets—for Fancy Pigeons or what offers.

GEO. W. MITCHEEE, Bristol, Conn., will exchange one Black
Hamburg cockerel (Williams' strain); also, two pea-comb Partridge Co-
coin pullets-for White Cochin hens or pullets.

JOSEPH G. HORNER, Angelica, N. Y., will exchange one pair
yellow-leg B, B. R. Games (pit fowls) for willow-leg B. B. R. Games, or
White Leghorns. Stock must be good as mine are.

ERNEST W. WIDER, East St. Louis, III., will exchange nine
B. B. G. Bantam cockerels of the Entwisle strain, from imported stock—
for whatever offers in the Pigeon line of first-class stock ; also, four Black
Cochin cocks, 114 year old, three Partridge Cochin cocks the same age
(Philander Williams' strain); also three Dark Brahma cocks and three
Cayuga drakes—for offers, pigeons preferred.

DR. HECKMAN, 825 Elm Street, Reading, Pa., has Life of IT. ,S.

Grant, a miniature Engine, style like fire engine, a beauty; also. Doctor's
Carriage in good order-for Plymouth Rocks, Light Brahmas, W. F.
Black Spanish, G. or S. Dorkings, or what offers.

A. BIGNOS, Canton, O., breeder of Fancy Fowls, will exchange
good Dark Brahma for Silver P. Hamburgs, B. B. Red Game hens, or
Game Bantams, Brown Leghorn or White Leghorn cockerels, or pay if
no trade. Address with price, or describe.

W. J. EVENDEN, Williamsport, Penna., will exchange one pair
White Cochin chicks, one S. S. Hamburg cockerel, one male Ferret, one
pair Red-pied Pouters, one Silver-pied Pouter cock (isy, inches), one pail
Yellow Tumblers, one pair Red Carriers, and one cock—for Parrot
Mocking Bird, Black, White, or Yellow Carriers, Swallows, Owls, Mer
chandise, or offers.

ERNEST W. WIDER, East St. Louis, HI., will exchange one
AVIiite-crcsled AVhite I'olaiid cock, one Brown Leghorn cock, one trio
Muscovy Ducks, two White Carrier hens, one pair of White Turkey Car-
riers—lor Bantam hens of any breed, but must be first-class stock.

J. R. SUEEDON. Horuellsville, N. Y..will exchange Tegetmeier's
Poultry Book for Light Brahma cock orcockevel, No. 1 bird. Give weight
and pedigree, also age.

G. W. HVBEET, York, Pa., has some first-class Black Spanish,
White Bantams, G. Sobiights, Black B. R. Game aud Silver Duckwing
Game Bantams, all of which I will exchange for Gold or Silver Watches,
or anything that will not eat. Write early.

F. P. SCOTT & BROS., will exchange one Black aud one Yellow
Owl, hens—for cocks, same color, pair Black Priests, pair Archangles,
pair Black Barbs, Red Swallow cock, S. W. Turbit hen. White Fan cocks,
seveu pairs Tumblers, cock Ring Dove, B. B. R. CTame Bantam cock.

S. B. SMITH, Roxbury,Conn., will exchange three pairs fine Hou-
daus, tiv.j \V. I. inhius, and two P. Cochin cockerels (Todd's stock, weighs
9 to 10 lbs,), P. Ruck cockerels, E. D. G. Bantams, one pair Pekin Ducks,
one Pekin Drake. See Want Column.

T. D. ADAMS, Franklin, Pa., will exchange Wade's Water Foun-
tains, Poultry Chromes, Printing Wheel, Corn Shelters, Parson's Laws of
Business, Well's Every Man His Own Lawyer, Crittendon's Commercial
Arithmetic, Duff's Book-keeper, Satire in Society, Imperial Egg Food, a
seven-shooting No. 1 Revolver, single-shooting Cartridge Pistol, No. 2,

Journal of 1874 and 1875, World 1874 and 1875, Record of 1875, one pair
White Pouters, one cock Blue Fantail, a dog Tobacco Cutter. 'VVhlte Ter-
rier Dog, Red Irish Setter Dog—for choice Light Brahma pullets or hens,
Stoneheuge on the Dog and the Brahma Fowl. What offers?

JOHN A. EAMBING, Parker's Lauding, Pa., will exchange
AVhite Leghorn chicks, for Printing; also, one P. Cochin cock, three
hens, six pullets (Williams' stock)—for Felch or Williams' L. Brahma
hens or pullets, good Song or Mocking-bird. Good stock offered and
same wanted. What offers?

JOHN A. EAMBING, Parker's Landing, Pa., will exchange one
trio G. S. Ham burgs (E. S. Ongley's stock), cost $25 ; won 1st and special at
Moravia, N. Y., in '75

; also hen and pullet, same stock—for Brown Leg-
horns, Pekin Ducks, or Single Harness. What offers?

M. VON CDEIN, Delaware City, Del., has to exchange one pair B.
B. R. G, Bantams, one pair Ginger-red Game Bantams, one trio G. S,
Hamburgs, six G. S. Hamburg pullets (laying), one G. S. Hamburg cock,
one pair Red Pied Pouters, one pair Black Balds, and oue Black-mottled
Trumpeter cock. See Wants. 8,tf

B. R. HOUGHTON, 18 Batterymarch Street, Boston, Mass., has
to exchange a Whitmore Muzzle-loading Rifle, hair trigger, about nine
pounds, cost S80, uninjured, no outs—for a couple of Dachshunds, large
English Beagles, or one or two Fox Hounds that can carry a fox trail on
dry ground. i

M. VON CUEIN, Delaware City, Del., has to exchange Pure-bred
Setter dogs aud bitches, broken and unbroken, and Setter and Pouter
whelps, none superior in America; will send on approval, with pedigree;
also, one well-broken Water Spaniel, and Double Shot Gun. See Wants.

3,tf

M. VON CUEIN, Delaware City, Del., has to exchange the follow
iug books ; Wells' Every Man His Own Lawyer, Scottish Sports and Pas"
times. The Wood Turner's Companion, Davies' Practical Mathematics,
Miniature Fruit Garden, Modern Practice of American Machinists and
Engiueeis, TheTin,Sheet.Iron, and Copper-Plate Worker, The Marine
Steam Engine, The Brass and Iron Founder's Guide, 607 Mechanical
Movemeuts, The Marble Worker's Companion, Bowman's Medical Chem-
istry, Cbauning's Medical Electricity, Hartshorn's Essentials of the Piac-
tice of Mediciue, Longfellow's Poems, (iravicickct's Stories, etc., of the
Rebellion, Youatt on the Dog, and Laverack on the .Sitlcr; also, one
Drawing Board and .Square, one 4x5 Priuting Press, and Scientific Amer-
ican for the last six months. See Wants. 3,tf
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TO SLANDERERS.
.1 SATIRE.

BY C. D. FRENCH.

Ay, scoff at others, call them silly fools,

Pile up their errors—mark the trait that rules;

Avoid their merits, seek alone to find

Their faults and failings—leave all else behind.

Of character leiive not a single trace,

Heap on the scandal, bring them to disgrace,

Show them no mercy, one will deem you just,

If 'neath your heel you grind them to the du.st.

Strew rankling thorns along their future course,
Blight all their prospects ; never fear remorse

—

Yourself perfection, in your faultless mind,
One spark of evil none could hope to find.

Erect an altar, offer sacrifice,

The God of Evil, give him something nice
;

Still ply the lash, censure the good and great.
Denounce all virtue, nourish vice and hate.

Thus through your life aim only to destroy
The peace of others

; deem it sweetest joy
To wreck their happiness, their life, their all.

And fill their cup of misery with gall.

And when Death comes to claim you for his own.
Review the crimes, the evil you have done.
Throw off your armor, sheathe your reeking sword,
And of the devil claim your just reward.

THE MAGIC SPITTOON.

The Virginia City Enterprise tells the following good

story of a magic spittoon : A night or too since, at an up-

town saloon, hostilities suddenly opened between two men
who were standing at the bar, when one of them caught up

a large spittoon and let his antagonist have it square on the

top of the head. The man hit was not knocked down,
whereat he seemed a little astonished. The man who struck

the blow V7as also astonished. He dropped his weapon and
the pair stood looking inquiringly at one another. All trace

of anger had disappeared from their countenances—they

merely looked bewildered. The fellow who received the

blow put his hand to his head and prospected, as it appeared

to him that he had felt it crush in like the shell of a rotten

pumpkin, while on the other hand, the one who did the

striking was sure he had felt the spittoon sink half way
through his enemy's head. At last the latter said : " Well,

I swear, either that thing or your head is made of leather,

and d—n me if 1 know which it is! " The spittoon used

happened to be an. India rubber one painted in the imitation

of earthenware. The discovery of this fact so amused the

pair that they at once shook hands and settled their diffi-

culty by getting outside of a couple of cock-tails in conipnnv.

PodLTF^Y DEp^f\T^"E^JT

SILVER-PENCILED HAMBURGS.

The above cut is a representation of a pair of Silver-

penciled Hamburgs—"Tammany" and "Sophie"—drawn

from life, and engraved by our artist, Mr. Erdmann. They

are the property of W. T. Eogers, of Doylestown, Pa.

They were exhibited at the various local shows in Eastern

Pennsylvania the present season, and were much admired.

The hen—Sophie.—is very nearly a perfect bird. She

was "figured" on two occasions, by different judges. In

each case her score was the same—ninety-eight points.

Tammany's score was ninety- three, scored by the same

judges. This score is somewhat remarkable, as neither of

the judges knew what the other's score was, the times of

judging being two weeks apart and done at different shows.

That it was done by competent parties is proved by the

fact that they both hold commissions from the A. P. A.

Mr. Rogers has reason to be proud of such birds. We
have seen the originals and know that the cut does not
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flatter them. He has four yards of Silver-penciled birds,

all very fine, and perhaps stands now at the head of the list

of breeders of this variety. He devotes his yards to this

variety exclusively, and takes great pleasure in showing his

pets to fanciers who may visit him. D.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

SUPREME SELFISHNESS,
The reply of Q., in Vol. .3, No. 3, while extremely cour-

teous, does not seem to us to dispose of the question. In

the "beginning, allow us to sfty that we meant no personal

allusion to any of the members of the Elmira Society. In

fact, from what we learn, we have a high regard for each

and every one who has come to our notice. Q. says, the

publishing of the names of the breeders " will be better for

the mass of breeders." If this is "a step in the right di-

rection," why not take, for the sake of simple justice, one

more " step " and give to the public the strain, or combina-

tion of strains, from which the birds originated. Would
this not be, at least, more tangible? Where is the success-

ful fancier who does not reinforce his yards with something

new every year. Young breeders should generally be cred-

ited with what points they win on condition. Even the

breeder can have his birds mated when he buys them; then,

thanks to well-filled grain bins and a faithful hired man,

win all the honors, according to Q.'s theory. As to worth-

less stock, Q., if he breeds fowls, knows that the whole

country is full of it. Even the most upright and honest

work off (for small prices it is true) specimens which they

are aware will produce nothing fit to be seen, so that the

progeny of such a trio after having been well-fed, and well-

used, are only fit for the pot.

We fully believe that ninety-nine out of one hundred

cases of failure are produced, not by ignorance or careless-

ness on the part of the breeder, but by the worthlessness of

the breeding-stock. Old breeders ! Stand up and declare

you will not let a fowl leave your yards which you would

hesitate to breed from yourselves, then, this will be another

step in the right direction. As to friend Wade, we will

vouch that he would say, that there is nothing new in the

fact that often specimens which appear small and almost

worthless in the fall come out wonderfully nice iathe spring.

I. K. Eelch says, his preference is for June pullets, as

they are apt to be finer than the early ones. How do these

June birds appear in the fall ? The plain, simple reason

why we object to the putting on the breeder's name on the

coop, is, because it is of no benefit whatever to the public,

or to anyone, except the breeder. For reasons above given,

it means nothing, and, finally, it has no right to be there.

When old breeders see that this course ceases to bring the

" almighty dollar," they will not clamor for it, and we
predict for the society which enforces this rule thin shows.

It is very well to depreciate on " bought reputation " when

not a dozen breeders on this continent possess any other.

The man who buys, and brings into his town, a better

domestic fowl than was there before, is as much entitled to

credit as he who, in the same way, improves his own and

- his neighbor's cattle; as he who makes grow two blades of

grass where one grew before; or, as he who plants a tree

by the wayside. Young Bkekder.

"The rich," said a Dutchman, "eat venison because it

ish dere. I eat mutton because it ish sheep."

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN
POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

Grand Pacific Hotel, Chicaso, III., January 22, 1876, 10 a.m.

The American Poultry Association met pursuant to the

following call :

Office of the Ameeican Podltby Association,

Buffalo, N . T., November 15, 1875.

Dear Sir: At a meeting of the Executive Committee of American
Poultry Association, held in New York, August llth, in anticipation of

the National Poultry Association holding their exhibition February

next, it was resolved that the annual meeting of the American Poultry

Association should he held at Chicago, February 11, 1876.

In consequence of the National Association having concluded to hold

their exhibition from January 20th to 28th (the original date), it becomes

necessary to change the date of the meeting of the American Poultry

Association to correspond witli the Chicago exhibition.

Therefore, please take notice that the annual meeting of the American
Poultry Association will be held at Chicago, III., January 22, 1876, at 10

o'clock A.M., at the Grand Pacific Hotel.

Charles A. Sweet, President.

E. S. Ralph, Secretary.

The President, Charles A. Sweet, of Buffalo, N. Y., in

the chair. Members present—P. Williams, Taunton; H.

A.Mansfield, Waltham ; I. K. Felch, Natick, Mass. H.

T. Sperry, Hartford, Conn. E. L. Lamb, C. P. Willard,

C. J.Ward, Chicago, 111. A. McLaren, Meadville; Jas.

M. Lambing, Parker's Landing, Pa. E. R. Spaulding,

JafFrey, N. H. David E. Jones, Tecumseh ; A. Ferguson,

East Saginaw, Mich. W. H. Todd, Vermillion, Ohio. Z.

C. Luce, Cedar Eapids, Iowa. C. A. Sweet, E. B. Smith,

F. Masten, S. Curtis, J. Beier, Jr., E. S. Ealph, Bufl'alo

;

J. Y. Bicknell, Westmoreland ; W. A. Worden, E. S.

Ongley, Auburn ; H. E. Wolcott, Pairport, N. Y. Dan-

iel Allen, E. McMillan, G-alt ; S. Butterfield, Sandwich,

Ont. S. H. Seamans, Wauwatosa, Wis.

The business to come before the Association was briefly

stated by the President. On motion it was resolved to ad-

journ to convene again at 7 o'clock p.m., at same place, in

order to give the time of several members of the A. P. A.

to the National Association, thus enabling them to complete

their awards at an early hour. Adjourned.

January 22, 1876, 7 p.m.

The Association met, pursuant to adjournment. President

Sweet in the chair, and the regvilar order of business re-

sumed. Eeading minutes of last meeting being first in order,

on motion of H. T. Sperry, it was resolved that whereas the

minutes of last annual meeting had been issued in pamphlet

form, and also that of the August meeting of the Executive

Committee at New York City having been generally pub-

lished by the poultry press, the reading of the minutes be

dispensed with. Carried.

The reports of the Secretary and Treasurer being next in

order, were read, and, on motion, referred to the Finance

Committee, to report on Monday next.

Eeports of committees being next business in order

—

Dr. A. M. Dickie, chairman of Committee on Centennial

Matters, not being able to be present, submitted through

the President a lengthy report, showing the difficulties the

committee had to obtain a hearing or recognition from the

oflScers of the Centennial Commission at Philadelphia, and

also the total lack of moral support or adequate preparations

offered—and the advice and suggestions from parties familiar

with the details of poultry exhibitions being entirely ig-

nored—that the committee were constrained, from feelings

of self-respect in themselves and for the Association they
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ri'prosenlcjd, to leuommend tlmt the American Poultry As-

sociation, as an organization, have nothing more to do in the

matter. On motion, the report of the committee was accepted,

ordered on die, and the .suggestions therein adopted as the

sense of the Association. Carried unanimou.sly, and Com-

mittee discharged.

The committee on the case of E. T. M. Simmons also

submitted their report. On motion, received, ordered on

file, and action deferred until next meeting.

W. H. Todd, from committee to whom was referred Mr.

Hayden's offer to dispose of certain secrets in poultry mat-

ters to the A. P. A., reported that as they were so secret

that the committee could have no opportunity to consider

them, they asked to be discharged. Their report was, on

motion, accepted, ordered on file, and committee discharged.

The chairman from committee on the case of P. J. Kin-

ney made verbal report. On motion, the regular order of

business was suspended, and resignation of P. J. Kinney

accepted. On motion, the committee on his case were dis-

charged.

A. M. Halsted, of Rye, N. Y. (editor of Poultry Bulletin),

oflered his resignation, which was, on motion, accepted.

Regular order of business resumed.

Election of officers being next in order, a motion by P.

Hasten prevailed, asking the Chair to appoint a committee

of five to nominate oflScers for ensuing year, to report on

Monday next. The following were named as such com-

mittee ; P. Masten, New York ; Z. C. Luce, Iowa ; H. T.

Sperry, Conn. ; E. L. Lamb, 111. ; and P. Williams, Mass.

Unfinished business being next in order, the subject of

changing Article III., Section 1, of the Constitution,

action on which had been postponed to this meeting,—pro-

posed amendment being to raise the initiation fee to five

dollars, annual dues to three dollars, and life membership

to twenty dollars,—on motion of I. K. Pelch, action was

deferred until next annual meeting,—leaving the initiation

fee at three dollars, annual dues at two dollars, and life

membership at ten dollars.

A goodly number of applications for membership were

presented and read by the Secretary. That of H. E. Blais-

dell was, on motion, laid on the table, and the balance re-

ferred for action to the Executive Committee.

The matter of time and place for next annual meeting

provoked considerable discussion, the utmost good fellow-

ship prevailing. Invitations were extended by P. Wil-

liams on behalf of the Massachusetts Society ; by Dr.

Dickie, through the President, from the Eastern Pennsyl-

vania Society ; by G. O. Brown, through the President,

from the Maryland Association
; by J. C. Long, Jr.,

through the. President, from the Pennsylvania State So-

ciety ; and by W. Wright, from the Michigan Society, for

1877. A very lively debate followed, the friends of each

section urging their claims. Remarks were made by H.

T. Sperry, Judge Luce, P. Williams, W. Wright, C. A.

Sweet, and others. On motion of H. T. Sperry, Boston,

Mass., was named as the place for holding our next annual

meeting.

Mr. Williams thanked the Association for their partiality

in accepting their invitation among such strong competi-

tion, promising the whole fraternity a hearty reception,

and with a further invitation to all fanciers throughout the

continent to meet with them.

A motion prevailed that whfn we adjourn, it be to re-

assemble at same rooms, at 2 o'clock p.m., on Monday next

Jan. 24.

The subject of size and weight, as now adopted, came up

for discussion. On motion, all fanciers present not mem-
bers of the Association, were invited to make remarks upon

the subject before the meeting. Several availed themselves

of the privilege extended. Considerable debate followed

—

the speakers on either side of the question vying with each

other in trying to bring the matter to a liberal and true

basis; remarks were made by Jas. M. Wills, Ills.
;
Henry

S. Magrane, N. J.; W. H. Todd, Ohio ; Judge Luce, Iowa;

I. K. Pelch, and P. Williams, Mass., and others. Judge

Luce being called to the chair. C. A. Sweet, of N.Y., made .

some very pertinent and extended remarks, which were

received with great favor.

E. R. Spaulding, asked for the application of some prin-

ciple as to Game and other Bantams. All Bantam breeders

were requested to mature a plan for presentation on Mon-
day. On motion further consideration of the subject before

the Association was deferred until Monday next.

On motion adjourn until Monday next, 2 p.m.

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

(iKAND Pacific Hotel, Chicago, III., January 22, 1876, 10 p.m.

The Executive Committee of the American Poultry As-

sociation held their usual session during the annual meet-

ing. The following members being present : C. A. Sweet,

P. Williams, I. K. Pelch, D. Allen, W. Wright, H. T.

Sperry, H. A. Mansfield, James M. Lambing, E. R.

Spaulding, E. S. Ongley, Z. C. Luce, E. L. Lamb, and J.

y. Bioknell. President Sweet in the chair.

The following fanciers, applying for membership, were

duly accepted and elected members of the American Poul-

try Association : Samuel O. Upham and E. W. Lane,

Waltham; A. E. Abbott, East Hampton, Mass. C. S.

Burt, Seneca Palls; Newton Adams, Utica ; E. T. Baily,

Mount Kisoo ; Rev. C. W. Bolton, Armonk, N. Y. Henry
S. Magrane, Woodside, Newark, N. J. A. Merrill, Mead-
ville; W. T. Bell, Pranklin, Venango County; W. Cras-

ton, Meadville ; Praneis Taylor, Oakdale, Delaware County
;

S. H. Cook, McDonald's; W. E. Plower, Shoemakertown

;

Louis Sendker, Parker's Landing, Pa. Dr. Horace Enos,

Milwaukee, Wis. T. A. Winfield, Hubbard; C. C.Wil-
liams, Elyria ; R. H. Peck, Earlville, Ohio. James M.
Wills, Bloomington; M. W. Elliott, Elgin; J. A. P.

Hovey and G. Charles Smith, Chicago, 111. W. K. Bar-

ber, Hastings; E. D. Voorhees, Ionia, Mich. C. Robert-

son, Beloit, Wis. Thomas P. Barnes, Blairstown, Iowa.

The following applicants for judgeship were duly ap-

pointed to act on the varieties named

:

Henry S. Ball, Shrewsbury, Mass., Asiatics, Games,

Game Bantams, Bantams other than Games, and Spanish

classes; Henry Bisco, Leicester,- Mass., Polish class; A. P.

Coddington, Trumansburg, N. Y., Plymouth Rocks
; Rev.

C. W. Bolton, Armonk, N. Y., Polish and Hamburgs

;

Henry E. Wolcott, Pairport, N. Y., Polish; Wm. Austin,

Niagara Palls, N. Y., Game and Polish; Henry S. Ma-
grane, Woodside, Newark, N. J., Light Brahmas and Ban-

tams other than Games ; S. H. Cook, McDonalds, Pa., Blk.

Br. Red Game Bantams and Turkeys ; Clement B. Elben,

Pittsburg, Pa., Light Brahmas, Black Rose Comb Ban-

tams and Aylesbury Ducks ; P. R. Wotring, Mansfield

Valley, Pa., Light and Dark Brahmas; James M. Lam-
bing, Parker's Landing, Pa , Light Brahmas and Black
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Hamburgs ; A. McLaren, Meadville, Pa., Games und Game
Bantams; J. C. Long, Jr., Asiatics and French and White
and Brown Leghorns; Sam'l P. Courtney, Philadelphia,

Pa., Buff Cochins; Francis Taylor, Oakdale, Del. Co., Pa.,

Hamburgs; Jos. M. Wade, Philadelphia, Pa., Light and

Dark Brahmas
; W. T. Bell, Franklin, Pa., Hamburgs; G.

O. Brown, BrooUlandville, Md., Asiatics and Polish, Silver

Spangled Hamburgs, Houdans, Crevecceurs, Spanish, White
and Brown Leghorns and Plymouth Rocks; T. A. Win-
field, Hubbard, Ohio, Games and Game Bantams; M. Eyre,

Jr., Napa, Cal., Light and Dark Brahmas, White and

Brown Leghorns, Houdans and Bronze Turkeys ; S. But-

terfield. Sandwich, Ont., Asiatics, Polish Hamburgs, Games,

Game Bantams and Bantams other than Games.

On motion adjourned to Monday next, at IJ o'clock, p.m.

ADJOUKIfED MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Monday, January 25, 1876, 2 p.m.

The Executive Committee of the A. P. A. met pursuant

to adjournment. President Sweet in the chair.

On motion the applications for judgeships were consid-

ered ; those laid on table at last session were first disposed

of, one only being rejected. The following judges were ap-

pointed to act on the varieties named :

L. D. Ely, Jr., Kochester, N. Y., Hamburgs, White and

Brown Leghorns, Eose-comb White Bantams, Bronze Turk-

eys, and Kouen Ducks; Newton Adams, Utica, N. Y.,

Hamburgs and White Leghorns; J. Y. Bicknell, West-

moreland, N. Y., Games; C. P. Howlett, Syracuse, N. Y.,

Light and Dark Brahmas; David Jones, Tecumseh, Mich.,

Buff Cochins.

The following fanciers made application for membership

and were duly elected : D. L. Miller, Polo, 111. ; Peter

Lepp, East Saginaw, Mich. ; H. C. Darrah, Dubuque, Iowa
;

T. S. Gaddess, Baltimore Md. ; John E. Diehl, Philadel-

phia, Pa. No other business Coming before the Executive

Committee, on motion they adjourned subject to call.

Edmund S. Ealph,
Sec. and Treas. A. P. A.

ADJOURNED MEETING.

Chicago, January 25, 1876, 3 p.m.

The A. P. A. met, pursuant to adjournment. President

Sweet in the chair. Keports of committees being first in

order, H. T. Sperry, Chairman of Finance Committee, to

whom was referred the Treasurer's report, on Saturday last,

reported the accounts correct, and that, although the asso-

ciation was at present in debt, they had assets that would

reduce the amount to a very small sum, but that the associ-

ation needed, for immediate use, about $600 (offers were

immediately made by fanciers present to loan that amount).

The association may be said to be in a flourishing condition.

Kegular order of business suspended, the following resolu-

tions, by Judge Luce, were presented and considered :

Resolved, That, on -Jrtid after March 1st, no standard of

the last (1875) edition will be exchanged for the edition of

1874, except upon the receipt by the Secretary of the old

standard, and sixty cents to cover difference in exchange
and postage. Carried unanimously.

Resolved, That all judges before receiving a diploma from
the A. P. A. shall pay the Trea.surer one dollar, to pay the

expense of printing, preparing, and postage on the same.
Carried.

By W. Wright:

Resolved, That the rule requiring judges sealing specimens
for registry to send a duplicate certificate to the owner of
the specimen, shall and is hereby amended, so that the judge

shall send both the original and duplirnte to the Socrclary
of the A. P. A., and that the Secretary shall aflix the seal

of the society upon the same before sending it to the owner
of the specimen, and that no certificate shall be deemed
official or acknowledged by the association without said
•seal. Carried.

W. H. Todd presented a resolution altering the disquali-

fication of Partridge Cochins. After considerable discussion

(eliciting a strong feeling that the standard should not be

altered), which was participated in by H. T. Sperry, J. Y.

Bicknell, I. K. Felch, W. H. Todd, Judge Luce, H. S.

Magrane, E. K. Spaulding, P. Williams, and others, Mr.
Todd withdrew his resolution, thus leaving the standiird as

issued.

I. K. Felch, from Committee on Fixing a Standard

Weight to govern Judges, offered the following standard,

weights, viz.: Light Brahmas, cock, twelve pounds; cock-

erel, ten pounds; hen, ten pounds; pullet, eight pounds;

allowing one point per pound for any excess, and deducting

two points for any deficit from above weight. Dark Brah-

mas, standard weights, cock, eleven pounds; cockerel, nine

pounds; hen, nine pounds; pullet, seven and a half pounds.

Allowance same as for Light Brahmas. Partridge Cochin,

standard weights, cock, eleven pounds; cockerel, nine

pounds; hen, nine pounds
;
pullet, seven and a half pounds.

Allowance same as for Light Brahmas. Buff Cochins,

standard weights, cock, eleven pounds; cockerel, nine

pounds; hen, nine pounds; pullet, seven and a half pounds.

Allowance same as for Light Brahmas. White Cochins,

standard weights, cock, eleven pounds ; cockerel, nine

pounds; hen, nine pounds
;
pullet, seven and a half pounds.

Black Cochins, standard weights, cock, ten and a half

pounds; cockerel, eight and a half pounds
; hen, eight and

a half pounds; pullet, seven pounds. Plymouth Koeks,

standard weights, cock, ten and a half pounds; cockerel,

nine pounds; hen, eight and a half pounds; pullet, seven

pounds.

H. S. Magrane offered the following as an amendment on

Light Brahmas, standard weight : Cocks, sixteen pounds

;

cockerels, fourteen pounds ; hens, fourteen pounds
;
pullets,

twelve pounds. One point per pound to be deducted for

birds falling short of those weights. Amendment put to

vote and lost. Judge Luce being called to the chair, C. A.

Sweet made remarks, when a vote being taken on the orig-

inal report it was adopted.

W. H. Todd, Daniel Allen, and E. S. Ongley, gave notice

that, at the next meeting, they should bring forward and

urge the passage of the following resolution.

Resolved, That the disqualification weights of Black and
White Kose-comb Bantams be raised, namely: On cocks
weighing more than twenty-six ounces; hens more than
twenty-two ounces.

On motion of C. A. Sweet, the salary of Secretary and

Treasurer was fixed at $250 for the year 1876. E. R. Spaul-

ding offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the following instructions be given to

guide judges in applying the scale with reference to weight
in Gariie Bantams. The standard weight to be, for cock,

twenty-two ounces; cockerel, twenty ounces ; hen, twenty
ounces; pullet, eighteen ounces. For every ounce a bird

weighs over the standard weight cut a half point. For
every ounce a bird runs under the standard weight add
a half point. Carried.

F. Masten, Chairman of Committee appointed to nomi-

nate otEcers for the year 1876, reported the following

:

President—ChRs. A. Sweet, Buffalo, N. Y.
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ykc-I'remienls—A. D. Witrren, Woi-cci-lcr, Mn.ef.
; P.

AVilliiim.s, Taunton, Mass. ; E. C. Skinner, Detroit, Mich.
;

Rev. William Atwood, Big Flats, N. Y. ;
Albert Noyes,

Bangor, Me. ;
Z. C. Luce, Iowa City, Iowa; H. T. Sperry,

Hartfoi-d, Conn. ; Dr. A. M. Dickie, Doylestown, Pa. ;
D.

Allen, Gait, Ont. ;
Edward L. Lamb. Chicago, 111.

Secreiary and Ti-ea.iure.r—Edmund S. Ralph, Biitlalo,

New York.

Executive CommiUee—All the above, and P. W. Hudson,

N. Manchester, Conn. ; I. K. Felch, Natick, Mass.; S. J.

Bestor, Hartford, Conn. ; S. H. Seamans, Wauwalosa, Wis.;

E. S. Ongley, Auburn, N. T. ; J. Y. Bicknell, Westmore-

land, N. Y. ; George S. Josselyn, Predonia, N. Y. ; C. A.

Johnson, Newburyport, Mass. ; .las. M. Lambing, Parker's

Landing, Pa. ; G. O. Brown, Brooklandville, Md.
; C. B.

Elben, Pittsburg, Pa. ; A. J. Tuck, Nashua, N. H.
;
Wm.

Wright, Detroit, Mich. ; C. H. Turner, St. Louis, Mo. ; E.

P. Howlett, Syracuse, N. Y. ; J. P. Buzzle, Clinton, Mass.
;

H. A. Mansfield, Waltham, Mass. ; C. H. Crosby, Danbury,

Conn.; E. R. Spaulding, .Taffrey, N. H. ; C. C. Williams,

Elyria, Ohio.

Fmance and Auditing CommiUee—H. T. Spei'ry, E. C.

Skinner, and C. A. Sweet.

On motion, the Secretary was directed to cast the ballot

for the association, and the above were declared elected as

the officers of the American Poultry Association for the

year 1876. The following resolution was offered by W. H.

Todd:

Resolved, That the following suggestions to judges, in

reference to Bantams other than Game, be adopted as the

standard weights—for cock, 26 ounces; cockerel, 24; hen,

24; pullet, 22. For every ounce a specimen weighs above
the standard weight discount a half point, and for every
ounce below standard weight credit a half point. Carried.

John E. Diehl offered the following

:

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be tendered to Mr. C. A.
Sweet and the other officers of the A. P. A. for the able
manner they have discharged the duties of their respective
offices during the past year. Carried.

John E. Diehl, from the Committee on Centennial Mat-

ters, made a supplementarj' report stating that the Centen-

nial Commission at Philadelphia had finally located a plot

of ground containing about six acres, and a plan for pens

4 X 10 feet, one-half to be under cover. The exhibition to

beheld before June 15th, or after October 20th. Mr. Diehl

also stated that the Pennsylvania State Poultrj' Association

would hold their ninth annual exhibition about November
1st, and in behalf of that association invited the A. P. A.

and all fanciers to meet with them.

President Sweet resumed the chair. On motion of J. Y.
Bicknell a committee of three was appointed by the chair,

the chairman of such committee being authorized to name
two additional members (this making the committee five)

to whom the whole matter of a Centennial show should be

referred with power; also, with authority to nominate to

the Centennial Commission a Superintendent of Poultry.

John E. Diehl, of Philadelphia, Pa. ; P. Williams, of

Taunton, Mass.; and E. L. Lamb, of Chicago, 111., were

named by the chair as said committee. Judge Luce offered

the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Secretary cause the instruction to

judges (that had been passed at this meeting) printed on a
sheet uniform with the standard, and that the poultry press

be requested to give notice that any one inclosing a stamp
to the Secretary will receive a copy of the same. Carried.

On motion, the excuse of the Rev. Wm. Atwood for non-

attendance at this meeting was accepted with fraternal re-

gards. On motion, the Secretary was directed to furnish all

the poultry papers with a copy of the minutes of this meet-

ing, with request to publish. The Committee on Sumatras

and Wild Indian Game made a report which was accepted,

and action deferred until a future meeting. Mr. Diehl

oflTered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the A. P. A. request as many of the mem-
bers and their friends as possible to meet at Philadelphia
during the Centennial show of poultry. Due notice to be
given. Carried.

On motion, adjourned. Edmund S. Ralph.
Sec. and Treas.

(For Fanciers' .Tournal.)

THE NATIONAL EXHIBITION.

In the show-room, among the crowing, cackling, quack-

ing, and hissing, a detailed report would hardlj' be expected,

so we will do the best we can under the circumstances. The
show is a grand success. We have 2064 entries, and very

few poor birds on exhibition. The Light Brahma class is

well filled with good birds, in fact the Asiatics are, as usual,

well up in numbers and quality, and of themselves would

make a large show at any ordinary exhibition. We have

had little time to investigate and criticise the awards, but

generally believe they were in accordance with justice. Mr.

Lamb, the President, showed nearly forty Dark Brahmas,

old and young, for exhibition only. These were taken from

the yard just as they had been bred, not selected, and when
we compared them in our imagination with such as were

shown four or five years ago, we were astonished at the im-

provement. In the competition class, too, we were sur-

prised at the same marked improvement. One hen from

Canada in this class was almost perfection in markings,

but the confinement had reduced her two and one-half

ounces below the lowest standard weight. She seemed to be

in fine condition, yet her appetite had forsaken her and she

refused to eat. A little change of diet, however, seemed to

agree with her, and she just balanced the required weight

and came in for a well-deserved prize.

The French class occupied but little space, but the few

specimens were good. The Leghorn class contained one

pair of Dominiques, three pairs of Brown that had no bu.si-

ness in any show on account of their inferioritj', and a very

fine lot of Whites.

Some specimens of Spanish were unusually fine. The first

prize pullet being as good as we ever saw.

Four pairs of colored Dorkings, all grand birds. Only

two pairs of White and two pairs of Silver Gray, one of

which was disqualified.

Hamburgs, all varieties, except the insignificant White,

were in full force, and competition is great. All varieties

of Polands were also well represented and creditable. Now
we come to the Games and Game Bantams. Here the

Asiatics get a close rub. Two men entered Asiatics for the

$100 prize and two entered Games. The competition was

so great that, by mutual consent, the competitors divided

the amount. African Bantams, Golden and Silver Sebrights

were creditable. The latter the genuine Silver, not the

faded Goldens as shown a few years since.

There were only five turkeys in the room, but they were

good. Geese very good, but few in numbers. Aylesbury,

Rouen, and Pekin ducks were fairly represented, but only



50 THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 5.

three pairs of Cayugas and one of Muscov}'. Here, again

the "Imperial Peklns " fell below Rouen and Aylesbury

in weight from two pounds to four pounds per pair. They
must pick up lively in future to keep pace with their com-

rades. The pigeon show was not equal to Buffalo, but many
were fine. One cage contained a oat and a canary quietly

reposing side by side. Ten incubators were shown, one of

which was shelling out chicks splendidly ; the others was

transported too far to be in operation and did not compete.

We forgot to mention that the. Plymouth Kocks were

very good ; but Dominiques, except a very few, were quite

inferior, and if we do not get in some of the clarion notes

of the cocks, and quacking of the ducks, we shall do well.

The Dog show was held in a separate room, and such a

show. Over 340 entries. We will not attempt to report

this part of the exhibition, but keep within our own sphere.

The show is largelj' attended. People rush in at such a

rate that policemen are obliged to be on hand to keep order.

No doubt the show will be a .success in every respect.

Chicago, January 27, 1876.
' J. Y. BiCKNBLL.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FANCIERS.

The regular annual meeting of the National Poultry

Association was held in the committee-rooms at the Exposi-

tion Building. There was a large attendance of members.

The following list of officers was elected for the ensuing

year

:

President—Edward M. Teall, Chicago.

Vice-Presidents—John P. Eej'nolds, Chicago ; A. D.
Warren, Worcester, Mass.; Charles H. Turner, St. Louis;
Charles A. Sweet, Buffalo; Dr. F. W. Byers, Lena, 111.;

H. A. Mansfield, Waltham, Mass.; Joseph M. Wade,
Philadelphia; E. R. Spaulding, Jaffrey, N. H.; Dr. J. H.
Bryant, St. Paul, Minn.; Albert Noyes, Portland, Me.; Dr.
N. Rowe, New York; Charles H. Raymond, Morris Plains,

N. J.; L. H. Smith, Strathroy, Ont.; Luther Adams, Bos-
ton ; Horace Smith, New York; George H. Warner, New
York Mills, N. Y.; J. M. Ferris, Stamford, Conn,; I. N.
Barker, Thorntown, Ind.; C. B. Elben, Pittsburg, Pa.; E.

S. Ongley, Auburn, N. Y.

Secretary and Treasurer—Charles P. Willard, Chicago.

Executive Committee—W. W. Corbett, Chicago; S. H.
Seamans, Wauwatosa, Wis.; Dr. Horace Enos, Milwaukee,
Wis.; John H. Whitman, Chicago; Philander Williams,
Taunton, Mass.; Z. C. Luce, Iowa City, la.; E. L. Lamb,
Chicago; Alonzo Snider, Chicago; William H. Woodward,
Chicago

; J. Y. Bicknell, Westmoreland, N. Y.; C. J. Ward,
Chicago; D. L. Miller, Polo, 111.; David Jones, Tecumseh,
Miih.; James M. Lambing, Parker's Landing, Pa.; John
D. Olcott, Milwaukee, Wis.; W. F. Milligan, Chicago;
Thomas F. Barnes, Blair.stown, la.; John P. Boj'den, Lin-
coln; 111.; I. K. Pelch, Natick, Mass.; W. H. Todd, Ver-
million, 0.; H. T. Sperry, Hartford, Conn.

Mr. E. L. Lamb, the retiring President, was unani-

mously nominated for re-election, but positively declined to

serve, owing to the pressure of other business.

An universal desire was expressed by the members
present that the name of the association should be changed

from "The National Poultry Association" to "The Na-
tional Association of Fanciers," with a sub-title of " Poul-

try, Pigeons and Dogs." This change awaits only the

action of the association, at its April meeting, to become
final.

The time for holding the next exhibition was fixed at

February 3 to 12, 1877, at Chicago, which all agreed to be

the best point, both on account of its location and facilities,

for such an exhibition.

—

Chicago Tribune.

(For Fanciers' Jo\ivnal.)

BUCKEYE UNION POULTRY ASSOCIATION.
Jos. M. Wade :

Nothing can afford the amount of pleasure to a "real"

fancier like the feast to the eyes which a "first-class" ex-

hibition affords. Such were our thoughts and feelings as

we marched and countermarched up and down the long

line of coops while visiting the exhibition of fine poultry held

at Springfield, Ohio, under the auspices of the Buckeye

Union Poultry Association, commencing December 15 and

closing December 22, 1875. This was the second annual

exhibition of the society, and was a grand success, and

much superior to the one held last year, not only in the

number of entries made, but in the quality of the birds

shown. The Light Brahmas were out in full force, and

were good birds, with a few exceptions. The Dark Brahmas

were not as well represented. The first premium pair of

Partridge Cochin chicks were well worthy of the prize they

won ; the pullet was beautifully penciled, the feathers being

free from the white shaft, as was the first prize Dark

Brahma pullet. This white shaft, so frequently seen in

the two above varieties, is an eyesore to all "first-class"

breeders, and should be bred out. The White and Black

Cochins were as fine specimens as I ever saw ; the Buft"

were not as good. Friend Nichols was there with

his favorite Houdans. He is certainly the champion

breeder of this variety. The White and Brown Leghorns

were splendid birds, with immense combs towering high

above their heads. Games and Game Bantams were largely

represented and were a credit to those who bred them.

There was also a good display of Pigeons and Songsters, but

not being an expert as to this class, could not say as to their

real merits. In fact, there was everything there from a

Humming-bird to an Owl, and from the diminutive Bantam

to the mammoth Bronze.

The birds were shown in pairs (with the exception of the

Owl), and the one-judge system adopted; coops large and

conveniently arranged, and the whole under the manage-

ment of a corps of gentlemanly officers. May success ever

attend the Buckeye Union. H. P.

Lima January 1 1875

Sf='0[\TS|vi;\|^'s DEf=;\i^j|viEfJj.

(For Fanciers' JouniaL)

DOG BREAKING.
LESSONS IN THE FIELD.

Beeoke proceeding to the business in hand a few words

as to what is the best game to work young dogs on. Most

sportsmen will say quail, but as far as my experience goes

I am inclined to give preference to the woodcock, for the

reason it is seldom that more than one gets up at a time,
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and tlnit tlioy sire (jiiickly oul of sight, so the dog is not so

strongly tempted to chase.

The quail is a nice bird to work, but as they go in bevies

and lie so close it is not best to hunt them with a young dog

until he has gained some experience. It is not to bo expected

that an inexperienced dog with the whole bevy buzzing

about his ears will not get excited and rush after them in

spite of your orders. Another reason is that after hunting

a pup to them a few days he loses caution, and will not be

satisfied to point at a distance, but must draw close on be-

fore standing. This is a common fault of many that are

otherwise good dogs. Hutchinson says, in his most excel-

lent work on breaking, that " a dog should look out for the

faintest indication of ascent, and to point the instant he

winds it, instead of heedlessly hunting on until he meets a

more exciting effluvia."

But, to return to our pupil and his lessons in the field.

The first day out will show whether you are qualified for

the business or not. You must expect to have your patience

sorely tried, and to give up all idea of killing much game.

Bear in mind you are not out for sport, but give your atten-

tion entirelj' to the work in hand, for much of the future value

and usefulness of a dog depends on his first day out. Mind,

I do not say you need go home with quite an emptj' bag if

your pup has been properly house-broken, and obeys the

orders " to ho " and "charge" promptly—and he should

never be taken into the field until he does.

Before going out it will be well to know where the birds

are, as you will not care to tire yourself or the dog looking

them up. Do not be in a hurry to get oft" early, wait until

the dew is oft" the grass. Aside from its being wet and dis-

agreeable walking, there is always a scent of rabbits and

other vermin lingering among the bushes to confuse the dog

and take his attention from the birds. Keep him close to

your heels when going to the field. This may be taught by

leading him with the cord, and checking him when he at-

tempts to push ahead. When you get where the birds are

cast him oft' with a wave of your hand in the direction you

wish him to go. If he starts wrong call him back and walk

that way yourself; after going some few yards give a whis-

tle and turn and walk the other way. Beat the ground in

a zigzag direction, giving a whistle and a wave of your

hand as you turn. In this way you will soon get him in

the habit of looking to you for signals and to quarter the

ground thoroughly.

Most writers on training say that it is very difficult to

teach a dog to quarter the ground properly, but by follow-

ing the above plan I have not found it so. To be sure, it

will make what will seem to be a great deal of unnecessary

travel, but you will be well repaid in the end. Do not let

the dog hunt more than twenty-five or thirty yards from
you at first, so that you can control him the easier when he

first winds the game. When you see him feathering, and
he shows by his actions that he is near a bird, get up as

close as possible. If he seems too eager and pushes on too

fast check him by the command, "careful." If he is of the

right sort he will soon come down to a point most beautifully

"to ho." Should he in his excitement and heedlessness

disregard the command and flush without pointing, get hold

of him as soon as possible and drag him back to where he

should have stood; give one or two light strokes of the

whip, at the same time repeating the command, " to ho."

Do not be too severe, but endeavor to make him understand

that he has committed a fault and is punished for it. Should

he obey orders promiitly and point steady, gel up to him as

quietly as possible, and if the bird lies well stand by his side

several minutes. Now let him draw on "careful" to a

flush ; keep close to him, and the instant the bird rises give

the order " charge " in a strong, emphatic tone, at the same

time give him a smart blow with the whip. Shoot and kill

your bird, and if he breaks and rushes after it drag him

back, give him the whip, and make him keep his position

until you reload. You may now call him to you and wave
your hand toward where the bird has fallen, and when near

it say " fetch." Make him bring it quickly b}' calling and

walking away from him. Praise and caress him, and let

him see that you place great value on the bird, but never

let him mouth or play with it. Proceed in this manner

with every bird you find
;
punish him when he disobeys

;

and never let a fault pass unnoticed ; fail not to praise him

when he performs well, and in a very few days you will be

surprised at the progress he has made in his education. Of

course, it is not expected that you will follow these instruc-

tions to the very letter, but use your judgment at all times,

and do as circumstances and the nature of the ground shall

determine.

Some dogs show great perverseness in breaking shot and

chasing, regardless of repeated fioggings, and there is no

quicker or more certain way of stopping it than to let them

have the contents of the gun a few times. Many will con-

demn this and say it is liable to injure the dog and make

him gun shy. No. 10 shot, at forty or fifty yards, from an

ordinary gun will only just warm up his jacket nicely, and

the dog that has not courage to bear it is not worth the

trouble of training. Let no one misunderstand me, and

think that I recommend harshness or cruelty, for it is only

in extreme cases, when other means fail, that I would ven-

ture to do it. The check cord will, if persistently used,

generally accomplish j'our object. Some dogs will bear a

greater degree of severity than others, and it requires a

thorough knowledge of the animal's disposition to know to

what extent to use it.

While not advocating an injudicious use of the whip, I

do not think that any dog was ever broken to prompt and

unhesitating obedience without it; but, there is no need of

harshness. Because you are advised to punish a dog it is

not necessary to hold him up by the collar and kick his ribs

in, or to bend your gun barrel over his back: such treat-

ment is worse than useless, and many a good dog has been

spoiled by it. The whip should never be used in anger, nor

when the dog is not fully aware of his fault.

There are many things about dog breaking that can only

be learned from experience. The directions given will en-

able any one to train a dog well ; and, if what has been

written in these articles will be of any use to young sports-

men, I shall feel that the time has been well spent.

B. P. White.

Man—"Do you think it would be safe for me to cross

this pasture?" Maid—Well, the old bull don't like red

very much, but if you will chalk j'our nose I guess he

won't attack you."

A TOITNG woman in Chicago put her false teeth in a glass

of water at night, and in the morning found them imbedded

in a chunk of solid ice. She was late at breakfast, the pro-

cess of thawing out the teeth with a bonfire of matches

having been slow.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
PHOTOGRAPHS BECEIVED.

Since our last notices of Photographs Keceived, we have

been favored with a good many long-desired photographs

of our leading fanciers and writers. Among them are :

H. "Woodward, of Worcester, Mass., one of our ablest

writers on poultry matters ; but, as many of the productions

of his pen have appeared over different nom de plumes, he is

not as well known to the fraternity as he is to the editors

of poultry journals.

Andrew Sugden, Hartford, Conn., well known as the

breeder of White-crested Black Polands and the author of

the articles which appeared in our columns on the Silk

Worm and Silk Industries. Mr. Sugden's name was unin-

tentionall}' omitted from our list of contributors. He will

occasionally be heard from in our Small Pet Department.

William E. Flower, Shoemakertown, Pa., one of our

contributors from the first, and a devoted friend to the

Journal.

W. M. Ward, Postmaster, Peabody, Mass., well known
as a devoted admirer of Light Brahmas.

C. J. Ward, Cedar Kapids, Iowa, now of Chicago, foun-

der of the Swine and Poultry Journal, and too well known
to need any comments from us. May he and his paper

always prosper.

Ezra B. Dibble, New Haven, Conn., one of the oldest

and most reliable breeders of our favorites, the Light

Brahmas. Our readers have been occasionally favored

with articles from his pen, but not as often as we would

wish.

G-eorge Van Derveer, Port Jackson, N. Y., the great

Bronze Turkey breeder, or rather breeder of great Bronze

Turkeys. *

Mack W. Miner, Wyoming, 111., two views—one with

his setter "Floss" by his side; the other with his setter

"Major" on his lap. Mr. Miner is quite a young man,
but an enthusiastic fancier of both fowls and dogs. He
was the first to be heard from at Chicago, as will be seen

by referring to the editorial department in No. 4.

J. Y. Bicknell, Westmoreland, N. Y., one of our best-

known and oldest general breeders of fowls and ducks. Mr.
B. is one of our most practical writers. His catalogues

usually contain matter of much interest. He is a Judge of

several varieties of fowl, both land and water, and is ap-

pointed by the A. P. A.

Leghorn breeder,

of small fruits.

Mr. K. is also a very extensive grower

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to ihi^ department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—Mr. McCam says gray squirrels castrate each other. I
think he will find it i.s done by the small red .squirrel. I

have been told by hunters that they had seen it done. The
red is so quick that he will master the gray squirrel, and
he fights by attacking in the rear. L. W. Allen.

—Hogs.—I have a fine stock of hogs, and they have been
sick about a week. I have given them everything that is

in my knowledge with the intention of curing them, but it

is all in vain, and they are not cured yet. I should like to

know what is good for them. They will lay for twenty-
four hours without moving, as if they were sleepy, and their

skin is getting tight, or dried up. If you, or some of your
friends that holds correspondence with your Journal, know
what is good, I would be very much obliged for the pre-
scription. Wm. B. Davis.

—Fkesh-Water Shells.—Fresh-water shells, such as

muscle, snail, etc., may be bleached to a snowy whiteness
by placing them for a few hours in a solution of chloride of

lime, first washing them perfectly clean. Place the vessel

containing them in the sunshine, and when sufiiciently

bleachel, remove and wash in clear water. Then taking a
soft woolen cloth, moisten it with a little oil and dip in

powdered pumice-stone, and polish the entire surface, finish-

ing afterward with a soft chamois skin or woolen cloth and
brisk rubbing. This will produce a snow-white shell with
highly enameled surface.

—

Qcrmantown Telegraph.

—A few days ago, at the country residence of J. Addison
Smith, Esq., near this city (Baltimore), one of his men cut

down in the woods a large tree, and on splitting it discov-

ered three pure white squirrels ; two of them had been killed

by the concussion of the falling tree, but the live one was
captured, and is now in Mr. Smith's possession, in this city,

and is a very fine specimen. " Huon," your very excellent

contributor, has his hands full in keeping the amateur, and
other animated nature admirers, from getting the hares and
rabbits, etc. too greatly, as "Hans Schneider " would say,

"confoosed;" but, "if any man kin, he kin," as Captain
Cattle says. G. 0. B.

—Crystallized Flowers and Foliage—Take flowers

and leaves of various kinds, such as violets, pansies, gerani-

ums, ivy, etc., and fasten them to stems of wire, or, if de-

sired, sew them carefully to the bottom of a shallow basket,

made of wire or wicker work ; sink them into a saturated

solution of alum, after it has become perfectly cold. When
a clear, sparkling coat has formed upon the surface of each
leaf and flower, sufficient to form bright dew-like drops,

remove them with great care, and allow them to drip until

perfectly dry, when the flowers will present the most charm-
ing appearance, looking as if covered with a clear coating

of ice, or as if dripping with dew-drops, according to strength

of the alum solution, or the manner of drying. These
crystallized flowers are a beautiful ornament for any room,
and will retain their lovely appearance for a long time.

—

Germantown Telegraph.

—Fowls, Ducks, and Pigeons.—Are there any data to

show that the domestic fowl was known to ancient Egypt ?

On the great pyramid is represented a chick, but it certainly

is that of the quail, which bird is still common in that

country. Ducks, among the hieroglyphics, certainly have
not the show of a representation; but pigeons, both wild

and tamed, have been plentiful in Egypt from the earliest

times. The common rock pigeon [C. liria) is generally dis-

tributed. On the temple of Medinet Haboo there is found
hieroglyphics which date back 1300 years before Christ,

among which are priests in their state robes letting off car-

rier pigeons with messages to some distant points. Indeed,

there are records of Egyptian history which show that •

pigeons were domesticated and reared as food no less than
three thousand years before the Saviour was born. HtroN.
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— I notice y"'"" editorial in lust Fanciem' Journal, about

sawdust, its bad influence, etc., and must .say that your
paper is brimful of good, soun I advice, which, if fanciers

only heed, will save their stock and trouble. I bad the

pleasure of attending the late Baltimore show the last two
days, and noticed that they there used clean white sand,

very dry and fresh, and was put in the cages every morning.
I consider this a good idea. The fowls the last day all ap-

peared fresh and in thriving condition. Although the straw

idea is good, yet I think fowls penned up several days in an
exhibition room need gravel or sand to be kept in a healthy

condition. I also noticed, at the same exhibition, that the

premium award cards that were tacked upon the coops were
printed in the form of a diploma and filled in with exhib-

itor's name, variety, etc., and signed by the Secretary.

This makes a good record that winners can preserve, and,

being official—as is often not the case with the card simply
printed first premium—they are only good for those that

they are intended. Nod Patterson.

—Instinct or Reason?—I do not suppose the above
question will ever be settled to the general satisfaction of

all, but I would like some of my " instinct " friends to tell

me what this was on the part of a gray squirrel. These
animals dearly love corn, and will carry off large ears from
the fields. I once saw one sitting on the top rail of a fence,

with an ear, and when he saw me he dropped it, but re-

mained on the rail, flattening out his body as much as pos-

sible, so that I could hardly distinguish him from the rail,

he being so nearly the same color, which fact, I think, he
well knew. Upon ray too near approach he made for a tree,

where he would all the time keep on the opposite side of the

trunk, hanging there until I would rout him. Here too, I

think, the cunning fellow knew that his fur was just the

color of the bark, else why hang there so flat and so still?

I struck the tree with ray stick; he did not seek another
tree—he had too much—reason may I say?—but he would
go higher up, until among the leaves I lost sight of him
entirely. Query.—Does not man, in his boundless self-con-

ceit, name the intelligence and industrj' of animals "in-
stinct," and overlook their wisdom and fitness of behavior?

HuoN.
—J. M. McCam is right in what he says in regard to rab-

bits or hares making nests and lining them with fur. Now,
1 do not know whether the common gray rabbit is a hare
or rabbit, but I know for a certainty that they do dig a
hole from ten to fifteen inches deep, make a nest of grass
and moss, and line it with their own fur, " Huon " and all

the authorities he quotes to the contrary notwithstanding.
I do not mean to say that they always do it, for I have
often found the young huddled together on the form, but as

a general thing the old one makes a nest.

In regard to the distance that a flying squirrel can jump,
I once saw one go from the top of a pine to an old chestnut,
a distance of forty-four paces (nearly nine rods) from tree
to tree. There could be no mistake, as the pine stands in

an open lot, with no trees between it and the edge of the
woods.
Now, about gray squirrels. Nearly every farmer's bov

who is big enough to carry a gun knows that gray squirrels
castrate each other: but it is done in their battles, not, as
McCam says, "in the nest." Neither is it done by the
black squirrels, at least not in this vicinity, for we have no
black ones here. The common woodchucks do the same
thing, but not as often. B. P. White.

—A few days since I was asked to explain why the hoof of
the mule (hybrid) was in all respects so much better than
that of the horse

;
and especially so, since the hoof of the ass

is well known to be bad? Several gentlemen present, well
known here as extensive breeders and fanciers of horses and
cattle, averred that they had never known an ass to have a
perfect hoof. Not being able to give an explanation, I, on
their behalf, agreed to refer the matter to Dr. Baily, who
has recently been working up the subject of heredite.

Medicus.
In reply to " Medicus," we can say that the ways of nature

are mysterious, but certain in their results. The student of
nature is often puzxled to explain their laws, also the unerr-
ing laws of hfirfiditS which govern the production of hybrids.

It is a principle well cstuhlished in heredite (hat defects
in constitution are more often transmitted by and from the
mother—that is, should tuberculoses or insanity exist in a
family on the mother's side, the disease is more apt to be
transmitted than if it existed on the father's side. Writers
on mental diseases are aware of this fact and frequently
make use of the statement.
The mule is more frequently a cross between an ass and a

mare, and through the dam this important point (the hoofj
is transmitted. While the characteristic forms of the sire
are preserved in the off"spring, the usefulness of the foal de-
ponds much on the transmitted qualities of the dam.

.James S. Baily, M.D,

—In your issue of January 20th, "Huon " seems to doubt
that gray squirrels are castrated. I /cnoic they are, better
than I know that oxen are

; but, whether the grays perform
the operation, or the reds, as I have often heard alleged, I

know not. I have seen the time, when I lived in old Ver-
mont, that I would make a wager with any man, that of a
dozen male squirrels he might kill, not more than one in the
dozen would be whole. I have often discussed the matter
with persons in " Huon's " state, holding the animal in my
hand, and once not healed. I have had squirrels kill each
other when caged together.

I incline to believe that the castrating is done before they
leave the nest, and by the mother. My observations lead
me to conclude that the female always seeks seclusion in
breeding. The young can be easily raised on a cat that has
young kittens. Slip them in among the kittens while they
are sucking and you need take no further trouble with them.
In puss extremes meet at this time. I have thus raised
them, and have known others to do the same. It is neces-
sary to find the squirrels. To do this, have leisure and
patience, a locality where the squirrels resort, and a pleas-
ant day in March or April. To raise on a cat they should
be secured before their eyes open. P. Welsh.

Cof^F^ESpOfJDE|ylCE.

Mr. Jos. M. Wade.
Dear Sir: I killed a hen last night to all appearances

perfectly healthy, and on drawing her I found six soft shell-

less eggs, full formed, and the contents of all added. Can
you or some of your readers tell me the cause and antidote ?

Yours respectfull}',

Boston, January 28, 1876. T. F. Smith.
[Several years ago we killed a hen that was very large

behind, and on opening her we found several eggs with per-
fect shells and others in course of forming, but all were
good in this case.

—

Ed.]

Editor Fanciers' Journal.
Dear Sir: Inclosed find premium awards of Game Ban-

tams which I understand were omitted. With many re-

grets that such a thing should have happened, I remain

Yours respectfully, Edward T. Rowell,
Lowell, January 27, 1876. Secretary.

Game Bantams—Fowls, 1st, W. F. Bacon, Lexington,
Mass. ; 2d, Damon & Marshall, Cochituati, Mass. Chicks,
1st, W. H. Goodale, Woonsocket, R I. ; 2d, W. F. Bacon.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq.

Dear Sir: Will you allow me to correct a slight mistake

you made in your Journal No. 3, viz. : In your list of pre-

miums awarded for pigeons by the Maryland Poultry Asso-

ciation, you give E. Whitman second premium for Blue
Antwerps, but he was awarded first premium for Red Ant-
werps.

I am very much pleased with the Journal—\n fact I do not

know how I did without it so long. Wishing you great

success, I am, Yours truly, H. F. Whitman.
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BLACK LIST.

Messks. F. p. Scott & Bro., Wrightstown, Pa., com-

plain of the dealings of Ambrose Witzel, No. 16 Kuhn
Block, Rochester, N. Y. We wrote him for an explana-

tion, but were not favored with a reply.

Sjw^LL Pej DEfy^F^TI^^NT
AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(Reported for Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
Philadelphia, for the week ending January 29, 1876.

1 *Jumping Mouse (OerbiUtis Canadensis). Presented by

O. D. Foulk, Town Point, Md.
1 Pair Peafowls {Pavo Cristalis). Presented by James T.

Robbins, Morrisville, Pa.

1 Guinea Pig (Cavia ajierica). Presented by "W. G. Hann,

Philadelphia.

1 Gray Squirrel [Sciuris cinerus). Presented by W. Ers-

kine.

1 Rufous Rat Kangaroo [Hypsiprymrms minor). Born in

the Garden.

1 Raccoon [Procyon loior). Presented by C. B. Rossell,

Trenton, N. J. HnoN.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

"ZOO" NOTES.—No. 11.

BY HUON.

C A M B L S.

Standing before the family of camels now in the Zoo,

the mind of the most unobservant observer cannot but be

carried back to the earliest period of the world as recorded

in Bible history. In the book of Genesis (three generations

before we read of horses), we are told that Abram (not yet

Abraham) acquired, among other wealth, quite a number
of camels, evidently even at that time in a complete state of

domestication. When the brethren of Joseph had cast

him into the pit, and were sitting down to eat bread, they

lifted their eyes and beheld the loaded camels of the Ish-

raaelites. When Gideon slew Zebah and his companion he

captured the ornaments which were on the camels' necks.

Jacob sent thirty milch camels and their colts among the

pi'esents made to propitiate his ill-used brother Esau ; and

we are told that the Chaldeans stole from that patient man
Job, no less than three thousand of the patient beasts—the

camels. Mention of the animal will be, in numerous other

places, found in the Bible
;
the above, however, are enough

to show how far back it dates.

It is somewhat remarkable, that though the presence of

the camel in Egypt during the sojourn there of Abram is

a matter of history, yet, while is found a great variety of

animals, represented in the writings, paintings, statues and

* This little animal is remarkahle for the great lenglh of its hind legs

and its mode of progression, in both of which it resembles the kangaroo

In jumping it can clear a space of from five to six feet at every spring

It is found from Pennsylvania to Canada, though not in very great num-
bers in the former, and for this the Pennsylvania farmers should give

thanks, for the jumping rascals are great robbers of the grass and grain

fields. In the winter season it lies torpid, buried some foot or two below
the surface of the earth, from which depth it has been dug up, rolled in

a ball of clay about an inch thick (much like an apple in a dumpling),

and so completely curled uii, dumpling fashion, as to conceal the figure

of the animal entirely.

hieroglyphics of that people, the camel has never been mot

with. In more modern history, we read that when Xerxes

invaded Greece, camels were part of his fighting stock, and

the great Assyrian Queen, Semiramis, is said to have had

an immense number of them in her Mesopotamian expedi-

tion. The beautiful but unfortunate Zenobia also had her

camels, but neither their fighting powers nor their swiftness

could save her from falling into the hands of Aurelian, her

Roman conqueror.

Zoology divides the camel into two species ; the Baetrian,

and the Arabian. The former has two humps, the latter

but one (which latter is improperly called the dromedary,

as that name is properly applied to merely one particular

variety of the Arabian, and means an animal of extraordi-

nary fleetness), and the whole family presents to us one of

the most complete instances of design by the Almighty in

relation to human wants. Look at, what at first sight

you would call deformities, the hump and the callosities!

"Are the latter not due," asks some one, "to the weight

of the body and the heavy loads which have been placed

upon the animal from generation to generation?" No,

Sir, or Madam. They appear upon the young camel at

birth, and, it has been happily asked in answer, " Did you

ever know a babe to be born with corns or bunions?"
Truly was the camel created for the desert, where the arid,

burning sands would, without the callosites, crack the skin

at the points where the weight of the beast must rest in lying

down to receive its burden. The hump is indeed a very

peculiar feature in the structure of the camel, and which is

not generally understood, perhaps, and, "when it is," says

a writer on the camel, "it exhibits one of those wonderful

adaptations by the Almighty of animals to the country they

must inhabit, as to excite both our admiration and rever-

ence."

The hump is composed of gelatinous fat, which is absorbed

by the animal when the nature of the country, through

which it must pass (or any other contingencj'), deprives it

of sufficient food, and it is not uncommon to see camels,

after a long and painful journey, with backs nearly devoid

of the hump, it having been absorbed on the journey. In

due time, the animal being properly led, the hump again

appears, to be again absorbed should occasion require. The
hump does not appear to be intimately connected with the

animals' vitality, as when it gets so large that the saddle

will not fit, its owner, with a sharp knife, will open it and
remove large slices of the fat without injury to the general

health of the camel. "Ugly feet?" Notabit of it, madam.
In their adaptation quite as perfect as your own. Observe

the pad-like cushions, and how they can spread and adapt

themselves to the sand hills and even the paved stones over

which they are forced to travel. Nothing so perfectly

adapted can ever be ugly.

We are told the camel has no less than five stomachs, and

in one of these it can, and does, carry a supply of water

sufficient for several days support, and that from this source

water can be drawn after the animal has ceased to live.

This carrying power, as well as the wonderful reservoir,

has been denied and denounced as a falsehood, but investi-

gation has proved the statement true, and though the said

water is not very palatable, yet it can be drank, and,

though it will sustain life, it is not quite as fresh and
sparkling as water from the running brook. To the great

majority of your readers, it is known that the camel is a

native of the warmer parts of Asia, but so thoroughly has
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man appropriated it and made it his slave, that not

even in its own country can it be found in its wild state;

licni'C, in such a condition there is no authentic account of

the animal. It certainly appears to have been very nearly,

if not absolutely, the first animal that was reduced to servo

man in the capacity of a beast of burden, and, from his subju-

gation, for hundreds and hundreds of years has his race been

common carriers, and, doubtless, so will it continue to be,

until steam and rail have done their work by traversing all

h\nds, bringing animal transportation into disuse.

It is not merely as a beast of burden that the camel is

useful to man. Its flesh is good food, the hump especially
;

its milk is most excellent, and its hair is woven into cloth
;

John, the Baptist, bad a coat of it, and, you know, my
dear madam, how you have yearned, time and time again,

for a "dear love of a camel's hair shawl." Artists look to

the camel for flno brushes and pencils; its droppings are

used for fuel, and the soot of this fuel forms the hydro-

chlorate of ammonia, formerly imported from Egypt into

Europe. Indeed, so important, and so many, are the uses

of the camel, that whole tribes of the wild Arabs of the

desert subsist almost wholly by its aid. Why Moses out-

lawed the camel, placing him in the forbidden list, " because

ho cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean

unto you,"* is something which no writer, zoological,

physiological, or otherwise, has, as yet, been able to divine.

The attention of visitors to the Zoo is called to the mag-

nificent specimens, eight in number, now in the garden.

The mother and her colt have been separated from the herd,

and will be found in the deer inclosure, opposite the bison

pens.

(For Fanciers' Jouroal.)

THE GUINEA PIG.

The domestic Guinea pig originally came from Guiana,

which has been corrupted into Guinea ; hence its name,
Guinea pig. It belongs to the Rodentia, or gnawing animal

;

but from its fancied resemblance to the pig, the name of pig

has been given it.

The body of the Guinea pig is short and thick
; the legs

short ; the head and nose somewhat resemble those of the

rabbit; the ears are transparent; the eyes are large and
bright. It has four teeth—two in the upper and two in the

lower jaw. The color of the Guinea pig is varied—black,
white, and yellow, irregularly arranged, being the prevalent

colors. Entirely white specimens are rare, and bring high
prices.

The breeding of white Guinea pigs is a most interesting

fancy, and we have known many to embark in it, but they

have usually quit it just about the time success seemed at-

tained. Mr. W. H. Brackett, of Boston, seems to have
been quite successful with them. In a recent letter he
states that one of his sows had just given him three young,
two of which were white and the other nearly white. This
is unusual, and is evidently a streak of good luck, as there

is no certainty of white producing white. Mr. B. is also

trying to produce solid black and solid yellow which we
have not yet seen.

Guinea pigs are among the most fertile of animals. They
breed at the age of six weeks, though their full growth is

not reached till seven or eight months. The female goes
sixty-three days with young. Two is generally the number

* Leviticus 11: 4.

of the first litter; the number increasing until, when in her

prime, twelve is sometimes born to a litter.

Though the female has only two mammfe, she supplies all

her young with an abundance of milk. She gives such

about twelve days. The old ones seldom make a nest, and

the young are born with their eyes open, and are able to

frisk about and run after the old ones a short time after

they are born.

The Guinea pig lacks attachment for her progeny, and

will permit them to be abused or even killed without acting

at all in their defence.

The males often have fierce conQicts among themselves,

though they will not defend themselves against the attacks

of other animals. A few years ago it was asserted that

Guinea pigs would drive away rats, and every rabbit fancier

had a pair of Guinea pigs attached to his rabbitry ; but the

theory has since exploded, and it has been proved that the

Guinea pig, instead of keeping away rats, are themselves

killed and eaten by the vermin.

They are very susceptible to cold and damp, and should

be kept in a warm and dry place. They keep themselves

very clean, and the better part of their existence is spent in

cleaning and smoothing one another's coat.

They drink but little, and when green food is supplied

them, none at all. When food is given them at regular in-

tervals, they will utter strange squeaks on the approach of

the keeper.

Hutches similar to those used for rabbits, only smaller,

are the best in which to keep Guinea pigs. The male can

be kept with the female without fear of his devouring the

young if properly fed.

The same food with which rabbits are fed will answer for

Guinea pigs. Bread soaked in milk is beneficial if given

occasionally. They are less liable to disease than most any

other animal, if kept in a warm, dry place. P. L.

Professional Eat Catching.—The Troy (N. Y.)Thncs

says: We met in this city last evening Dick Toner, the

famous New York professional rat catcher, formerly pro-

prietor of a rat pit on Water street, known as " The Band-

box," which was long since closed by Bergh. Toner is

accompanied by John Cassidy, his assistant. They are at

present at the Delevan House, Albany, and proceed to work

something in this manner. With noiseless shoes upon their

feet, at about eleven o'clock at night they enter the kitchen

or bakery; Toner with a long pair of pincers and a dark

lantern in his hands, and Cassiday with a wire cage. Ad-

vancing to the centre of the room noiselessly, the door is

shut and both stand for a moment while the rats scamper

about.

Dick chirrups in imitation of a rat, and the rats gather

about him. Suddenly he jerks the slide from in front of the

lantern's bull's-eye, and its glare falls in a circle upon the

room. The rats which may be within the circumference

stand astonished at the blaze, then with a rush run about

within the light, apparently fearing to cross into the dark-

ness, acting as if it were a solid wall against which they

dare not venture.

Dick then skilfully begins the work. Grasping his pin-

cers he makes a dip, grabs a rat by the back, the head, the

tail, the leg—anywhere—lifts it and drops it quickly into

the cage, conveniently held open by Cassidy. One after

another is seized until all are disposed of. Quickly retiring,

the two men then close the door and pass into some other
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apartment, repeating their work, and making a second round

if they have time. This is the method in hotels, slaughter

houses and other places where rats are plenty.

In private houses it is the custom for Dick to sprinkle

about the kitchen floor a liquid to attract the rats. Then

late at night he enters and begins the onslaught. The largest

catch ever made in one night was three hundred and fifty,

which he captured eight years ago in the Astor House, Nev/

York. This is the largest outside of the countless numbers

always picked up in slaughter houses.

When Dick entered the business he caught the animals

with his hand, and was quite often bitten, once so severely

that he feared lie would lose his arm. Afterward the pincers

suggested themselves, and he has since used them without

danger. He says that rats living in granaries are not pois-

onous, but those that feed on refuse inflict painful and serious

wounds.

Dick charges $5 each per night for himself and assistant,

with their board, at hotels, or $15 per hundred rats in private

residences and other places. The rats, when Bergh's agents

can be avoided, sell for $20 per hundred for rat baits—that

is, for use in pits, where dogs are matched to kill a certain

number within a certain time.

The new aquarium at Westminster, England, will be 600

feet long by 240 feet wide. The building will be two stories

in height, and a basement tank will contain 600,000 gallons

of water.

He sat in a railway car. His head was thickly covered

with a mass of red hair. Behind him in a seat sat a man
with hardly aiiv hair on his head. He said to him, " I guess

you wasn't around when they dealt out hair." "Oh, yes,

I was," replied bald head, " but they offered me a lot of red

hair, and I told them to throw it into the ash bin."

Exct1/\NqES.

4S?" Ad vert iseiiients under this head, of four Hues, or forty-eight words,
describing and offering for Exchangee only, will be allowed at 25
cents for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be
charged.
-6^ "To EXCHANGE FOR CASH*' Or " GREENBACKS," "Vl'ANTED A PUR-

CHASER," or "wanted an offer," etc., etc., cannot under any circum-
stance be admitted to the Exchange or Want column.

-QSf- No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with
25 cents.

BOX 2946, New York City, will exchange
and one pair Black-breasted Game Bantams—for
Say how many pairs you will give.

pair Buff Cochins
mated Pigeons.

F. li. EVANS, 1252 North Seventh Street, Washington City, D. C,
t'ill exchange one of ihe handsomest trios of Silver Polands in this
ountry (three premiums—Boston, Pennsylvania, and Maryland)—for

JAMES I.. VOSE, Russell Hill, Wyoming County, Pa., will ex-
change Buff Cochin and White Leghorn cockerels—for Light Brahma
f-i'ikerels and Partridge Cochin pullets. My Black Cochins are June
hiirch, and weigh eiglit pounds each.

BOX 14, Bayshore, Long Island, N. Y., will exchange a trio of
White-face Black Spanish—for White Leghorns. Nothing inferior
wanted. Send otters and get particulars.

CHAREES F. HAWKIXS, Goshen, N. Y., will exchange, for
titst-class B. B. R. Game Bantam pullets or hens, one Golden Sebright
cockerel, one trio of Black African Bantam chicks, Tumbler Pigeons,
and Partridge Cochins.

». SHIEEDS, Florence. Mass., will exchange fine Black Hamburg
cockerel—for tine early hatched Light Brahma cockerel or pullet, large
and well marked and good strain

"W. H. JEFFRIES, Irwin Station, Pa., has for exchange one pair
Maltese Cats (male and female), one year old—for one trio Plvmouth
Rocks, good breeding birds, or three first-class Hoadan pullets.

W. M. GIEE, Brockton. Mass.. will exchange Bufl' Cochins, Brown
Le;ihonis, Houdans, or Light Brahmas-for Fannv Pigeons, Pouters,
Colored Faus, Owls, or Jacubiu.s. Nothing but good" stuck taktu or sent
in this exchange.

W. Ht. EIGHTFOOX & COWANT, Springfield, 111., will ex-
change one Alto Horn (brass), in good order, valued at S15, for Lop
Rabbits, Parrot, or Monkey; B. B. Game Bantam cockerel, Dominique
pullets. White China Geese, for Game Bantam pullets or Pigeons-
Runts preferred ; or make offers.

TPIEEIAAI F. KERR, Wilmington, Ind., will exchange four
California Bronze gobblers, June hatch, weight from 18 to 20 pounds—for
Bronze Turkey hens or Light Brahma chicks or fowls. Must be good, as
mine are.

STEPHEN BOAET, Norwalk, Ohio, will exchange one trio B. B.
R. Game Bantams (express charges paid)—for one trio of Black African
Bantams, Silver Sebriglits, White Leghorns. Silver-spangled Hamburgs,
or Black or Buff Cochins (charges paid). Must be good stock, as mine
are. What offers?

H. F. WHITMAN, P. 0. Box 154, Baltimore, Md., will exchange
a Red Homing Antwerp cock, one of a pair which took the first premium
at the Maryland Poultry Show. January, 1876-for a Red, Blue, or Blue-
checkered Antwerp hen. Write quick.

H. F. WHITMAN, P. O. Box 154, Baltimore, Md., will exchange
a pair of Blue Priests that took first premium at Maryland Poultry Show,
January, 1876—for a pair of Short-faced Tumblers.

CHAREES EIPPOED, Lancaster, Pa., will exchange one pairof
solid Black Turbits, good lot of Outside Tumblers, all colors, one pair of
Bine and one pair of Black-mottled Trumpeters, one fine Blue Carrier
cock, German Canaries, males and females. Goldfinches, Linnets, small
pet African birds, lot of Ring Doves, Guinea Pigs, one fine Lop-ear buck,
gray, common Rabbits—for White Owl cock, pair White Turbits, large
Pouters, all kinds, S. S. Sebright Bantams, and one male Ferret.

JACOB FOUST & BRO., Milton, Northumberland County, Pa.,

will exchange one muzzle-loading, six barrel Shot-gun, in good order,
three sows and one boar Guinea Pigs, one sow with young and cage, one
White Fantail cock, one Mottled Fan cock, one nickel-plated, seven-shot
Revolver, new, one pair S. S. Hamburgs—for Fancy Pigeons or Fancy
Poultry.

R. W. COMET, 31 Elizabeth Street, West, Detroit. Mich., wishes
to exchange White, Bufl', or Partridge Cochins; Fancy Pigeons; "Illus-
trated Book of Poultry," by Wright; "Pigeons," by W. B. Tegetmeier,
illustrated by Harrison Wier ; or "Poultry Book,"' by W. B. Tegetmeier-
for a Novelty or some other good Printing Press, with Type, etc., com-
plete.

C. KINO, Jr., Plainville, Mass., has nice Crested White Faus, Red
Barbs, Black-mottled Tumblers, in pairs; odd males. Black-pied Pouter,
Blue-beard Tumbler, and Red Jacobin—for Yellow Jacobins in pairs or
odd hens, or Brown Leghorns.

M. VON CUEIN, Delaware City, Del., has to exchange one pair
Blue-pied Pouters, one pair Yellow Barbs, one pair Highflyers, two pairs
White Duchess, one pair B. Mottled Duchess, four pairs Outside Tum-
blers, and many odd birds. See Wants.

A. HOSMER, Lawrence, Mass., wishes to exchange one pair Rouen
Ducks lor Plymouth Rock or Partridge Cochin chicks, for breeding pur-
poses. None but first-class birds are wanted, as ducks are warranted so.

What offers ?

J. H. MARX, Kutztown, Pa., will exchange a trio of Dark Brahma
pullets for a trio of Silver Polands, either all pullets or two pullets and
cockerel.

J. T. BEEE, Franklin, Pa., has Wright's Illustrated Book of Poul-
try, bound, to exchange for a pair of good Light Brahmas (1873 or 1874),

large birds, with small straight combs, clear plumage, heavy leg-feathers.

The long tail feathers of cock to be black and broad.

AEFARD, 17 Clinton Place, New York, exchanges imported or do-
mestic Segars, any quality or price required, wholesale rates, samples by
mail—for all kinds JPolands, Light and Dark Brahmas, Cochins, Houdans,
Hamburgs, Spanish, Leghorns, small Bantams, Gold and Silver Pheas-
ants. Toulouse Geese, Crested Ducks, Angora and Himalayan Rabbits.
Send descriptions and prices.

CHAS. E. EONG, Lancaster, Pa., will exchange one pair fine B. B.
Red Game chicks (Stone's stock), in full plumage—for two Silver Duck-
wing Game Bantam pullets, good color, not over 18 ounces; one pair fine
Buff Cochins—for a pair Black-capped and one Red-capped Magpie cock.

T. C. STANTON, 36 Adams Street, Rochester, N. Y.. will exchange
fine pure-bred Irish Red Setter, five mouths old—for Rifle or Shot-gun.
Tegetmeier's Poultry Book. B. E. Red Games, Game Bantams, Houdans,
Partridge and White Cochins—for Mocking-bird, Mule-bird, Carrier
Pigeons, Duckwiug Games, or Black Hamburgs.

C. B. CHACE, Plainville, Mass., will exchange eleven parts of
Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry—for a pair of Plymouth Rock
fowls. Must be good birds to insure trade. Write. No other otters

TOWNSEND W. COX, of Westchester, Pa., will exchange one
pair of solid Black Barbs, good birds, for two bushels of Canary Seed, or
one bushel of Canary Seed and one good Talking Parrot; also, one pair
of Splashed Barbs and one pair of Red Tumblers, for a Smith & Wesson
Revolver, nickel-plated; Dutch Rabbits for one pair of Short-faced Yel-
low Tumblers (must be good, as the rabbits are). Also, female Ferret for

a male. None but responsible parties need correspond.

J. H. FASSITT, Hiyfl Lot-nst Street, Philadelphia, Pa., will ex-
change a liirge numbei- of Muyue Koid's aud Oliver Optic's books for

Black or White Trumpeters.
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SaUIREELS.
BY I'AUL LOGIC.

ChaPTKR I.—INTRODUCTION.

Dear is my little Dative vale

—

Tho Ring-dove builds and warbles there;
Close by my cot she tells her tale

To every passing villager.

The Squirrel leaps from tree to tree,

And shells his nuts at liberty.

—

Rogers.

The introductions of ohiiptered articles are like the intro-

ductions of individuals—particularly dry ; and the reader

has my sympathy if he skips this chapter entirely. As

people have to be introduced, so articles are governed by

tho same polite formality, and articles without introductions

are like "scraped acquaintances," not long continued. To

continue with my simile, I will say, " Mr. Reader allow me
to make you acquainted with my dearest friend, Mr. Squir-

rel," and proceed.

When I set about the task of " writing up •' the Squirrel,

I supposed a few weeks' careful reading and observation

would suifice to fit me for proclaiming to the world " "What

I know about Squirrels." Imagine my surprise when the

first day's reading multiplied the dozen species known to me
to fifty, and a week's reading increased the number to a

hundred, and half of that number were found in my own
continent. The weeks grew into years before I felt at all

competent to do the subject anything like justice, and a

hundred years, were I positive of living to complete the

task, could be advantageously spent in ferreting out and

observing the ways of this little creature which inhabits

nearly every region from the Arctic to the Antarctic Circle.

Whenever I saw anything which I thought would interest

my readers, whether it was in the Natural Histories of

Linnaeus, Bufifon, Cuvier, or merely a paragraph in a coun-

try newspaper, I immediately pounced upon it and wove it

into my chapters ; in some places giving the necessary credit,

and in some places not. To Mr. Bassett, of Berlin, Wis., I

am greatly indebted for information concerning the White
(or Albino) Squirrel of Wisconsin, and I take this opportu-

nity of publicly thanking him for the kindness with which
he has always answered my inquiries and volunteered infor-

mation. Ai the beginning of each chapter is placed a frag-

ment of poetry or prose in which mention is made of the

Squirrel. The descriptions of Squirrels are nearly all taken

from actual specimens, and many of them from living ani-

mals ; so the reader can rely on their correctness.

After nearly two years poring over musty books, exam-
ining stuflfed sfTecimens, and observing the little creature

in his own native woods, the writer submits the result of

his labor to the reader, and hopes the latter may be as much
benefited in reading them as the writer was in getting to-

gether matter for their construction.

Of all the four-footed inhabitants of our woods, from the

fleet deer down to the winter-sleeping wood-mouse, perhaps

none of them is so much admired on account of the grace-

fulness of its shape and movements, or the beauty and soft-

ness of its fur, as the Squirrel. All varieties of the species

come in for a share of this dangerous popularity, fatal alike

to their liberty and to their happiness.

Even the old Romans were fond of the Squirrel ; but they

liked them best served up as a side-dish at their gorgeous

feasts. The plume curled gracefully over the smoking bodies

cooked in the perfection of Roman culinary art, presented

such a pleasing contrast to the rainbow-hued plumage of the

pea-fowl, served up feathers and all, and which generally

occupied a prominent place at these religious feasts. The
Squirrels intended for food were kept and fattened in places

constructed especially for this purpose, and distinguished by

the name of gliraria.

The Indian, too, was a lover of this beautiful little rodent,

but he admired him for his beauty and agility, and called

him Adjidamuo (Tail-in-air). Longfellow, in his story of

" Hiawatha's Wooing," says:

"From his ambush in the oak-tree
Peeped the squirrel, Adjidamuo,
Watched with eager eyes the lovers."

The little creature's feathery tail often occupied a prom-
inent place in the red man's head-dress, side by side with the

feathers of the eagle and the hawk ; and Indian lads were
fond of pet Squirrels and tame crows. But, sad to say, when
other food became scarce, the noble red man killed his little

friend, and roasted him on a stick.

In the fifteenth century, when poodles and cats were

scarcer than they are now, ladies made pets of Squirrels,

and the little animals became so

tame that collars and chains were

attached to their necks, and they

were led about by the ladies as a

dainty black-and-tan or a fat little

lap-dog is at the present day. The

engraving accompanying this chap-

ter was originally taken from a

piece of tapestry woven in the fif-

teenth century, and represents a

lady in the dress of that period,

with a tame Squirrel, to whose neck

is fastened a collar and chain. Judg-

ing from the engraving of the piece

of tapestry, then, as now, maiden

ladies of an uncertain age were,

the most addicted to keeping pets.

There is, I believe, no mention made of the Squirrel in

the Bible. Whether there are or are not Squirrels in Pales-
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tine and Egypt, I am unable to saj-. Squirrels are found in

Africa, and are plentiful in Greece and Italy, and certainly

must abound in the groves about Jerusalem.

The Squirrel is frequently named in the writings of the

Greeks, who considered it a great delicacy (for table use),

and by whom it was called Sciurius (Shadow-tail), which

name was adopted by the Latins, and is now used by natu-

ralists as a name for the Squirrel family.

PodLjF^Y DEf^F^TF'Er'T-

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

JUDGING BY THE STANDARD.
BY ISAAC VAN WINKLE.

The Standard says that a perfect fowl should be charac-

terized by such and such qualities; that those various qual-

ities which belong to any particular breed or variety of

fowls, which in the aggregate show the greatest perfection

and the least number of imperfections, may be called per-

fect or standard birds. So far and no farther can your Stand-

ard mark out or designate the perfectibility of a fowl. But,

when it is attempted to measure the perfectibility of a bird

by a set of arbitrary signs or a " scale of points," it must

necessarily fail of its purpose, as no two judges look for

or value all or any one of these qualities alike, since the

tastes and degrees of culture in different individuals will

differ.

All architects may agree in the one opinion that St.

Peters is a chef d'ceuvre, or masterpiece of art, and yet they

may differ as to its details or in choice of design. Some

have a preference for the Doric, some the Ionic, the Cor-

inthian, the Gothic, Basilican, or the Composite order.

One person may admire the Gardens of the Palace of Lux-

embourg, some those of the Tuileries, St. Glome, or Bois de

Bologne, others the Parks of Conipiegne or Versailles.

Tastes will vary. Some editors will head an article that

abounds with stupid wit, pointless satire, and billingsgate

classics, with a scripture quotation.

This idea of measuring the beautiful by a scale of num-

bers is about as rational as to measure it by a tape string.

For an artist to be a judge of a picture he should be familiar

with the peculiarities of that school of art. For a person to

act as a competent judge of a fowl, or any other animal,

together with his knowledge of the fundamental principles

of art, he should have considerable experience in the mating

and breeding of the animals, and a thorough acquaintance

with their habits. How can any one figure up by numbers

the sum total of his judgment of the perfectibility of a piece

of architecture or a landscape painting? The Standard, so

far as it gives us the various characteristics by which we
distinguish the different varieties of fowls and what quali-

ties constitute a perfect cock or hen, is a very u.^eful thing.

but its appendage, the "scale of points," is a useless incum-

brance, unreliable, and means nothing.

I know the stand I am taking is not pupular, nor did 1

gain much applause by attacking the errors and absurdities

of our former Standard, but it helped to improve it some,

and in that improvement was my reward. Are we not add-

ing too many disqualifications to the Standard and carrying

our fancy notions to the ultima ilmle of absurdity ? Are we

not murdering utility with the brilliant points of fancy?

Are we not making bones when we should have flesh ? Is it

not time that we should learn that the productive qualities

of a fowl are equally as important as its beautiful qualities?

That its gastronomic qualities are not all in your eye?

Would it not be well for our " fancy sarvints " to hold

their meetings in some place where the savory fumes of a

young gobbler, Houdan, Pekin, or Aylesbury could reach

thi'ir olfactories and titulate their palates? There seems to

be a great diversity of opinion as to how many points a fowl

should count to class it as first premium. Mr. Lambing
says 90 for first premium, 85 for second, 80 for third, and so

on ; highly commended, 75; commended, 70. Mr. Wright

says that, "A fowl which retains, after all deductions, a

value of 86 points, has a good chance of first premium, while

90 will make it almost certain." I should say 100, that is

perfection. A fowl to win first premium should not fall

more than five points below ; but, the great difficulty is that

judges so differ in estimating the value of its several quali-

ties or how much it should lose by its several defects. And
just here is the great uncertainty of the scaling system. No
two persons will differ as to a first-class fowl, but to express

its value in numbers by the scale is impossible. Mr. Wright

evidently has no confidence in such a system
;
he thinks, and

truly so, that the eye and judgment of the best judges will

and must continue to be the final authority at all our poul-

try shows, using standards, as the name implies, chiefly as

permanent canons, to which, if correct, it may be expected

that awards will in the main conform ; and especially not

expecting that a book, however perfect, can enable anybody

to judge fowls, as seems by some in both hemispheres to

have expected.

Again, he says, that " When it is coolly asked that judges

should add up the points of the various pens, we cannot help

reflecting how many weeks it would take to judge a large

show honestly on this system; for, we have repeatedly

uoticed that birds which would have cleared first according

to the Standard, were by no means the best of their class."

I shall not quote any more on this point, since all the good

judges of England are of the same opinion. To illustrate

my method of judging by the rules I have laid down, the

first thing we look at is the form or shape of the bird, how
near in this quality it approaches the ideal of perfection,

the eye of its head, the color of its eyes and deaf-ear, and

length and beauty of its wattles fill in the details.

Color.—Purity of color, its proper distribution, determin-

ateness of hue, harmony and false colors.

Projmrtiori. The relation of parts to each other
;
that is,

the legs should be proportioned to its body, even in length,

and of proper thickness, so with length and size of wings,

head, etc.

Congruity is the adaptation of parts.—That all its parts

have an office, and that in size and position they be adapted

to that office. For instance, the fifth toe in a Houdan is an

incongruity, and if we persist in sticking to the fifth toe in

a Houdan, we may as well give this class another name

—
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" Oldipus " or " Swollen-foot Species." Another incongru-

ity is knock-knees, which are now so common among the

Brahmas, more especially the Light variety. A knock-

kneed bird is far more hideous than the vulture hock, which

is frequently useful for breeding purposes. If we are going

to breed out the prominent characteristics of some fowls, and

breed others into the same species, as a pea-comb on the

Cochin variety, and a rose-comb on the Bruhmas, we might

as well abolish the different varieties and blend them into

one whole, called the " Fantastic Breed." Some people's

tastes partake of the monstrous and the unnatural. They

admire such monstrous deformation as the Sphynx, Chimas-

ras, Centaras, and Gryphons. No wonder the Arimaspians,

among whom the GrifEns flourished, were a one-eyed people.

Symmetry.—Measurement in totality. It relates to the

graduation in measurement of all the parts, connected in a

whole to the dimensions of one taken as a standard. It takes

in rotundity, thickness, plumpness of muscle, length of

body, framework, etc.

Carriage.—How the bird stands on its feet—firmly, solid

ly, erect, full of fire and activity.

Co7idHion.—Whether it is too fat or too poor, condition

of health or weight should be graduated by the size, and

every bird should carry as much weight as its age and health

will permit. The weight should consist in flesh, and not

fat alone. The larger the size you can breed a fowl of any

description (excepting toy birds) the greater the success

;

and, if some of its fancy points should have to yield to

weight and size, the latter should predominate over the

former.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

JUDGING AT BAGTOWN.
Bless my heart, friend Wade, have you ever acted

as judge at a poultry show? Well, it is wonderful

how many friends a man has before he commences to

perform the duties of his office, and how few he has

after those duties have been performed. I have often

wished that the executive committee would say to me,

"Award all the birds in the hall a first premium, also a

special premium." But would exhibitors then be happy?
Well, I am strongly inclined to doubt it. Here I stand in

conversation with an executive committee man ; he informs

me that Mr. So and So is one of the leading members of the

association ; his birds are not very good, but you must give

him a first premium on them. If you do not, he will no

longer aid us ; and, remember, he is a man of influence and

high standing in Bagtown, and we must humor him.

Well, here comes the Honorable President of the Bagtown
Poultry Association. " Good morning, Judge ; I wish to

say a few words to you in private." When I say to him,

"How do you desire to have these birds judged?" he an-

swers me by saying, " Give nothing a premium unless it is

deserving of it. The Bagtown Association will never have

it said that a premium was awarded a member in an exhibi-

tion unless the birds were really worthy of it." Well now,

being the Judge, what am I to do about it?

Well, ah, here comes Mr. Trick. I made his acquaint-

ance last week at another poultry show. I remember he

informed us that he was the number one man on the execu-

tive committee of this Association. What he says I must
do—shall be done. "Good morning. Judge. Look here I

I have some fine birds on exhibition
;
you must not go back

on me. There is one pair of Jacobins that have a black

eye ; but, yon must know that the people of Bagtown do not

understand the fine points in fancy pigeons ; so, my dear

Judge, put first on them. Now, I have a pair of White

Fans here ; one is all right, the other has some bad feathers,

but now help me through ;
if you do not, it will be impos-

sible for me to dispose of my surplus stock."

Well now, this is freedom in judging with a vengeance,

but the stock must be judged, the reputation of Bagtown is

at stake. Time is up, work finished, book handed in. Friend

after friend departs who has not lost a friend
;
but I will stake

my last dollar that no one ever lost friends as fast as I did.

When the committee had finished tacking the cards on the

coops, here comes a German exhibitor— he was one of our

dear personal friends,—but, oh dear! what makes him look

so awful in the face? "Mr. Shudge, vot in tunder is der

mistake mid my Trumpeters ? Oare is no card on der cage.

Ruselem mighty ! Vot for you pe a Shudge ? You vos one

old voman—you know noting." Well, I endeavored to

explain to my German friend, what was wrong in his Trum-

peters; but there was no use. He remains firm in the

thought that " der Pigeon Shudge at Bagtown Show vas von

d big fool."

But this is not the end ; here comes the leading member

of the executive committee. " How is this? I have only

received three premiums on twelve coops of Pigeons. I am

ashamed to hold my head up. Why, I am the laughing-

stock of all Bagtown. Do you remember the conversation

I had with you before you commenced to judge? Well^

you have gone back on me, and you may rest assured that

your services will not again be wanted in our town."

Well, I console myself by thinking perhaps it is all for

the best. Here comes number three. Ah ! what a learned

look he has. Behold that head of Webster I "Can you

inform me, sir, why this pair of Ked Carriers have received

the first premium over that pair? I am somewhat of a

fancier myself, and I am indeed at a loss to understand why

this is thus." " Well my dear friend," .said 1, " if you will

read carefully the cards on the cages, perhaps you will un-

derstand.' ' He did so, and found that in one coop was a pair

of Dun Carriers. He did not linger long with me after this

wonderful discovery, but soon passed out of sight.

Well, here comes a man who made the assertion that he

onl}' placed his birds on exhibition to help the Association

alono-; did not care if he received no premiums. " Vat is

der matter vid my Black Shackerbines ? Vot for you pass

em by. Heyvell, I am subrised mit you. Now, come make

an explain mid youself." I took out of the cage the pair of

Black Jacobins, and showed him the black spots on the top

of the head, but

A man convinced against his will,

Is of the same opinion still.

So it was with grumbler number four, and I might go on

and take up all the journal with cases of the same kind. I

am well aware of the fact that some judges as soon as the

book is handed in, depart, and that very quickly, for the

railroad station. Still, I always like to remain, and hear

all that may be said.

In conclusion, I may say the people of Bagtown will hold

an exhibition next year, and, my word for it, you will find

a better class of birds on exhibition, as friend Duterhimer

said when I took my departure, and clasped his good honest

hand in mine, " Dis show vas better as good
;
der next show

vill be as good as never vas." Tennet.

DOYLESTOWN, PA.
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(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE PEDIGREE BUSINESS
PoR poultry seems to have experienced a lull. In a late

number of the Poultry World, where this arrangement origi-

nated a year or more ago, we notice the announcement

that " no more pedigrees of fowls will be published in that

paper, hereafter," and only in the Pedigree Book, whatever

that work may be.

Why is this thus ? What has happened ? Does the pedi-

gree pump suck 7 Are all the good birds pedigreed ; or,

have the fanciers who jumped at this bait found a hook in

their gills ? We did not suppose it would last so long as it

did ; but we opine that the last year's experience with this

dodge and its necessary cost, has convinced the pedigreeing

breeders and amateurs who accepted this mode to sell their

stock to better advantage, by this time, that what was as-

serted in these columns upon this subject was about the

" square thing " in the shape of good advice.

However, bought experience is well enough when it does

not cost too dearly. We are inclined to think that even the

projectors of this pedigree notion have sickened of it for the

World quietly says its columns can be filled with more ac-

ceptable matter hereafter ; and we think this a very correct

decision.

The whole thing will probably be forgotten in a twelve-

month. It never paid anybodj', probablj', although so many
of the fanciers indulged in this luxury for a single season.

Our opinion is unchanged regarding this "nonsense," and

we are glad to note that most of those who started off so

glibly in their chicken pedigreeing are coming round to agree

with us that it did not amount to much after all, N. E.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

GAME FOWLS.
bkeeding, etc.

Mr. Editor.

Dear Sir: As I see so little in the poultry journals of

this country on the Game fowl, I take the liberty of writing

a few lines of my experience with the breeding and man-

agement of Game fowls for the last twenty years. What
little I have seen and read in the poultry papers has been

of very little benefit to the amateur breeder of Game fowls.

They begin, or start, at the wrong end of the Game cock,

namely, the feathers and points. They will count in a

show, neglecting the first point, and the only one that

makes a Game cock and Game hen. It is not the points

they will sum up in a show, nor any one fixed shape of body,

or the one certain way they must carry their tail and head.

It is all nonsense for a breeder to have his fowls bred

to a feather, and carry their tails close, neck long, leg.^

long, spurs low down, feathers close, toes long and strong,

broad across the shoulder and narrow behind, neck hackle

free from black, wings free from white, breast black, free

from red or white spots, and win a first prize in a show,

as Game fowls, on the above points only. You maj' trim

and dub, breed, feed and show, and win fifty premiums, and

have all your points as required in the standard, and then

that does not make your fowls Game; and I can say that

fifty per cent, of the fowls that are entered and win prizes

at shows as Game cannot properly claim the name of Game.

I have counted up the points to my standard, and a

great many of the prize winners in shows count from one

point up to about ten points of my standard. My standard

is a Game cook and a pair of inch and a quarter steel spurs.

If a cock will stand unflinchingly up to this standard he is

a Game fowl, and if he has the feather let him win at the

show as a Game cock.

In selecting Games for breeding stock, from my experience

in the show-room and pit, and breeding Game fowls, in color

I claim Black-reds first, with either white, yellow, or wil-

low legs. Blue, second; Gray, third; Brown-red, fourth;

Black, fifth
; and White, sixth. Of the crosses I would give

Blue-red, first place ; Black-red, second ; Blue-gray, third
;

Spangles, fourth ; Black-gray, fifth ; Ginger, sixth ; Brass-

back, seventh ; and Dominiques, eighth. Mufi's, Tassels,

Rose-corabs, Pea-combs, (or Round-heads), hen feathers and

Malays in the same order as the first colors. All breeding

stock should be sound, and free as possible from all blem-

ishes
;
for numbers of chickens get one year olds, but they are

not so hardy as two year olds. Two year old stock I count the

best for all purposes, as the chickens are more solid and

close, and hardier than when raised from one year old stock.

Three year old breeding stock are good breeders. Put
a few hens with one cock, of four year old breeding stock

;

with the cock put two year old hens, and with the four year

old hens put a two year old cock. After they have turned

four year old kill them off, if you have enough younger

birds of the same stock. Do not cross colors, nor do not

cross your stock too often, as crossing confounds the most

of the breeders of Game fowls. Ten years is often enough

to cross any Game stock, if rightly managed.

Mark your eggs when laid, and when wanted to set, also

mark the date when set and date when to come off at same
time, and let the hen alone to do her own sitting at least

twenty daj's. Set them on the ground, and not on a nest

made up on a wall. Peed the chickens at first with coarse

dry corn meal, next with wheat, when old enough; after-

wards good smooth corn (not the horse-tooth corn), with a

change once in a while
;
give meat once a week, with plenty

grass—dry grass for winter or fine hay
;
give sand and lime

and pounded charcoal, no pepper nor anything to force.

The best roosting perches are cedar poles or sticks, just

large enough for the feet of the fowls to go half way round.

Leave the peeling on the cedar perches and put them just

high enough to let a man walk under. A grass sod fioor is

the best. Do not have any nail sticking inside the coop or

roosting house to tear the birds, nor do not make them wild

or have them chased by anything. Any one who has no

shade trees or bushes for their poultry to go under in hot

weather, or in cold winds and rain, can make a cheap

shade with sunfiowers. I have no shade trees, but plant

rows and beds of sunflowers, with pole beans in among them,

and a few dry sticks to help to hold the beans, and mj' birds

make a regular resting and dusting place of it as well as a

shade from sun or storm, and from hawks. The seeds of the

sunflowers are also a good pastime for the fowls to pick, and

a few of them are very good for feed. They have very large

heads, as large as a man's hat. If any of your subscribers

want any of the sunflower seeds, if they send the postage, I

will send them seed by mail at any time, as I have several

bushels of it put away for winter amusement for my hens.

Lancastee, Ontario, Can. Richard Branson Dean.

It makes a man feel bad after he has partaken of mince
pie to have a cat stand before him and endeavor to engineer
a vocal duet with the remains of the pie, which he can feel

scratching around within him at the same time.
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A CANADIAN POULTKY YARD.
The editor of the Gait Reformer recently visited the

poultry ynrd of Mr. McMillan, and this is what he has to

.^ay about it: "Through the kindness of Mr. R. H. T.

Game Bantams, amongst which are the 1st and 2d prize

cocks, of the Detroit show of January last. Mr. McMillan

entered four of his birds of the Silver Duckwing breed at

the last Buffalo show, winning three Ists and 3d. No. 7

McMillan, the proprietor, wo enjoyed a walk through the contains Black Spanish, the cock of which won the 2d prize

institution, and were surprised to find such a variety of fowl. 1
at the last Buft'alo exhibition. In No. 8 are Golden Penciled

The poultry yard is situated on South Water street, at the

rear of Mr. McMillan's residence. When Mr. McMillan

started the fowl business, in May, 1874, be built what he now

terms 'the old house.' This contains six pens, the inside

Hamburgs, bred from the stock of Mr. Beldon, Yorkshire,

England. No. 9 contains a trio of White Leghorns. These

birds were bred from J. B. Smith's stock, hatched on the

24th of May, and began laying on Thursday last. Mr.

America, having taken over 100 prizes in this class. In the

10th and last pen are Light Brahmas, bred from Todd's

trio.

" Mr. McMillan has also several of other varieties, but

we believe he purposes giving his attention to the breeds

enumerated. He exhibited a large number of these birds at

the National Poultry Association show, which was held in

Chicago on the 20th to the 28th of January, 1876. The pro-

prietor of this yard is the possessor of a great number of

fancy pigeons, including Tumblers, Fantails, Turbits, etc.

Altogether we were pleased and surprised at the exhibit

made by our enterprising friend, and did not regret visiting

his poultry establishment."

measurement of each being 6x8 feet, and the runs 8x12 Smith is probably the greatest breeder of this variety in

feet. He now uses it exclusively for keeping the young
|

birds in. The floors are uf plaster, the walls double-board-

ed, with windows to give sufficient light. Lattices enclose

the runs, and an ingenious contrivance is that the door of

each pen when opened allows the fowl egress to the runs, at

the same time separating one variety from the other. The

new house may be entered directly from Mr. McMillan's

residence. It is 60 feet long by 14 feet wide. A hall of

five feet, taken off from the south side, allows nine feet clear

as the width of the apartments. In this house there are

ten pens, so that by calculation, it is ascertained that the

pens are 6x9 feet each. On the right hand side of the hall

are live windows, which are amply sufficient for all purposes

of light; there are also four feed boxes on the south side

which open with a slide at the lower end, and are very con-

venient. In the centre of the hall is a coal stove, and on

either side of it are two small pens used for housing early

chickens. We understand the proprietor intends to have

hatched a number of these in January, and as the thermom-

eter registered 58° while we were inspecting the premises,

we see nothing to prevent this being done. It is the inten-

tion of Mr. McMillan to allow one cock and .six hens to each

pen as far as practicable. Each apartment is supplied with

water from the front, and this is contrived so that while

having access to water at all times the poultry cannot bathe

in it. An aperture for the fowls to pass out into the yards,

or runs, is made by a slide door drawn up by a rope and

pulley from the hall. The fronts of the apartments are of

wire, and at the bottom are egg boxes, which may be opened

very conveniently from the hall. The floors are a solid

mixture of Paris plaster and sand, and are kept very clean

and neat, this being greatly facilitated by the roosts being

movable. The runs are each 6x15 feet, covered on top,

latticed in front, and with a dust box in each. Ventilation

is secured by four ventilators at the top of the building sit-

uated at equal distances apart. The entire cost of the new
building was about $300, and certainly shows that Mr.

McMillan is thoroughly interested in the poultry trade.

He appears to be well posted on the chicken and hen ques-

tion, and has accordingly made rapid strides as an exhibitor

since he began in May, 1874.

" As the door to the new house is opened it mav be seen

at a glance that the stock may be easily and satisfactorily

inspected. The pens are all on the left hand side, and we
will now give an idea of their occupants. In No. 1 maybe
seen a trio of Light Brahmas, imported from the stock of

W. H. Todd, Esq., Vermillion, Ohio. In Nos. 2 and 3 are

respectively Black Hamburgs and Black Spanish. No. 4 is

a grand pen of Golden Penciled Hamburgs, from Mr. H.
Pickles, Earby, England. In this apartment is the hen that

won the first prize at the last show of the Western New
York Poultry Association, held at Buffalo. The cost of the

trio was $42. The 5th and 6th pens contain Silver Duckwing

{For F.anciers' Journal.)

THE LICE aUESTION.
Fkiknd Wade.
Dear Sik : I do not make any pretension towards writing

for poultry papers, yet for all it is my impression that too

much is said respecting the pedigree, and blood of fowls,

and not enough about raising them. A friend of mine re-

marks in this wise, " I believe Mr. H., of C , is a cheat."

"Why?" says I. " I'll tell you why : Last spring I bought

two sittings of eggs from him, which he said were to be

from his best stock—the same yard that the first premium

hen at Buft'alo, 1875, and fourth premium cock were bred.

Now they are not so large, not as well feathered, and I do

not believe are from his best stock." He says " Come over

and see them." I went, and, upon being informed that they

had the best of care, told my friend to catch one and I would

show him his trouble. Catching one of the cockerels, I dis-

covered that he was literally alive with lice, my friend de-

claring that he had looked, and they were free from all lice.

Now to the point in question. I really believe that no

man can, however well he may feed his chicks, bring them

out in feather and size with a thousand or more lice on them,

and, also, I know that all the dust baths and sulphur in

America, will not disturb these lice in question. If any fan-

cier, either old or young in the business, will take the trouble

to catch his chicks or fowls, turn them head down, open the

fluif just under the vent, or at the base of the tail, he

will discover what he has been feeding in company with

his chicks. This lice question is of great importance, and a

great drawback to the breeding of fine stock. It matters

not where the eggs come from, the owner or the sender of

the eggs must be blamed for sending out poor stock. I do

not write this for an advertisement, but with several years

experience with a certain powder, would cheerfully advise

any person taking the trouble to write to me with stamp,

all I know respecting this remedy for lice. I write this

from experience, and should you choose to print it do so.

Respectfully, P. P. Btjtt.

Havana, January 1, 1875.
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L S Hdd&on, of Lansing, Michigan, has a handsome

wild turkev gobblei which weighs twenty -si\ pounds lb

egg from which thib tuikey was hatched was tound in tli

woods, by A Dixon, in 1873.

PiqEOfl DEp;^F^TI«EplT-

(For Faaciers' Journal.)

POINTS IN JUDGING PIGEONS.
BY ROBERT FULTON.

BLUE DRAGOONS.

Beak—shape, 1 ; color, 1 ; length, 1—3. Beak-wattle

—

general shape, 3; evenness on both sides, 3—6. Skull

—

flatness, 1 ; true V shape, 2—3. Eye-wattle—size, 1
;
pinch-

ing, 1 ; dark eye-lash, 1—3. Color of eye, dark red, 1.

Fullness of gullet, slight, 1. Shape of neck, 2. Breast,

width and projection of wing-butts, 3. Back, flatness be-

tween shoulders, 1. Plights and tail, proper length of, 1.

Peather, closeness or tightness, 1. Color—uniformity
down back and rump, 3 ; shoulders, 1 ; breast and thighs, 2
—6. Wing-bars, color and regularity in shape, 2. Up-
rightness and carriage, 3. Legs, shape and position of, 2.

Total, 38.

JACOBINS.

Beak—shortness, 1 ; thickness, 1—2. Down face, 1.

Head—size, 1 ; roundness, 2—3. Hood—size or length, 2;
shape and close-fitting (without trimming), 4—6. Mane,
shape and depth, 5. Chain, closeness, length, and regu-
larity, 5. Rose, size, clearness, and regularity, 2. Head-
marking, high cut, 3. Correct number and evenness of

flights, 4. Dark thighs and vent, 2. Color of body, 4.

Color of eye, 2. Length of flights and tail, 1. Size, small-
ness, 2. Carriage, upright and strutting, 2. Total, 44.

Beak—shortness, 1; shape, or equal fullness in both man-
dibles, 1 ; color, 1 ; down face, 1—4. Beak-wattle—regularity
on each side, 2 ; fullness in front, 1 ; fur-wattle, 1—4. Skull

—width, 4; squareness, or parallelism from front to back, 2
—6. Eye-wattle—size, 3 ; regularity or circular-shape, 3

;

thickness at edges, 1 ; color, 1—8. Color of eyes, pearl or
white around the pupils, 3. Size of body, 2. Thickness of
neck, 1. Length of flights and tail, proper medium, 1.

Legs, shape and position, 1. Color of body, 2. Plumage
and condition, 2. Total, 34.

BALDHBADS AND BEARDS.

Accuracy of marking, 6. Color, 4. Shape and car-

riage, 4. Head, 3. Beak and wattle, 3. Eye, 1. Size (i. e.

smallness), 1. Total, 22.

SpoF^Tsr^'i^P's i-^Ei^^F^yiviErJj.

(1 or Fmcieris Journal)

THE AMERICAN ttUAIL.

(Oiiy:i Viiginianus)

This well known little game bird inhabits, generally, all

the Northern and Western, as well as most of the Southern

States. In Pennsylvania and southward it is improperly

designated as " partridge," a name to which it has no possi-

ble claim, as the ornithological name of partridge is " per-

dix," not "ortys." Leaving the nomenclature, however,

I shall only speak of its habits and instincts as exhibited in

the Northern States, which, by the way, differ in some im-

portant respects from those of the species inhabiting the

warmer latitudes.

With us, then, not being migratory, in addition to their

danger of destruction from beasts of prey, and from man,

they also sufl'er greatly from the long continuance of the

deep snows of our severe winters, by which their resources

of food are not only cut off, but they are often buried and

frozen under the heavy drifts, and perish miserably in an

icy prison. It is their habit, on the approach of such a

storm, to gather into concentric circles, their tails all point-

ing inward, and to permit themselves to be buried. The

storm over, they make a simultaneous start, and by their

united strength generally succeed in forcing their way
through the superincumbent snow, and are free. It some-

times happens, however, by the formation of a crust over-

head, that the attempt fails, and they perish from starvation.

It frequently happens that birds are very scarce on grounds

where they have usually been plenty, and this is attributa-

ble to the before-mentioned causes ; in fact, they have been

at times so near extermination from a combination of causes,

that clubs, and even individuals, have purchased them alive,

fed and oared for them through the winter, and then released

them in the spring to breed and increase.

Their enemies and dangers are legions, and with their dis-

appearance we lose the finest game bird of our country, and

the cheery whistle of the male bird, so familiar to the far-

mer, will be heard no more. Although the laws of most

States forbids the killing of this noble game out of the proper

season, yet is the crime still committed ; and, with the ex-

ception of a few localities, in which the determined efforts

of some club succeed in partially enforcing it, the law is a

dead letter. While I would advocate and uphold the pro-

priety of such law, I still believe that if the facts were placed

before the farmer, over whose broad acres, covered with

crops, the pot-hunting loafer, with his half-bred cur must
tramp in finding the birds, he would more speedily end it

than any number of pages of laws and penalties. Let the

laud-owners know that the proper season for killing this
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game is from the middle of October to Miirch, months in

which ho has no outstanding crops that may be injured by

the roving feet of the sportsman or his canine companion,

months too, by which time the birds have acquired their full

weight and size, and from being swift and strong on the

wing, cannot so easily fall victims or suffer extermination,

and interest will make a stronger bar to their improper

slaughter than all the law-making powers can effect. Far-

mers are^ and should be, the truest friends of this gallant

little bird, for he is an old and familiar acquaintance, whist-

ling his cheery cry from every fence and corner of his farm
;

or, driven by hunger, in winter, fearlessly and trustfully

gathering round his barns and stacks. Forbid then, ye

owners of the soil, that strolling loafers from neighboring

town or city shall out of season trespass upon your domain

and murder this beautiful little denizen of the tangled copse

or field that nods in autumn with golden harvest.

The quail commences to build her nest early in May—the

pairing and courtship having been accomplished between the

first of March and this period. The nest is placed on the

ground, concealed in some thick tuft of grass, and in it the

eggs, from twelve to twenty-five in number, are deposited.

The period of incubation agrees with that of the common
hen, viz., three weeks, and the young leave the nest as soon

as they are out of the shell ; or rather, as soon as their legs

are free, for I have seen them run briskly with portions of

the shell still attached to their little bodies.

Frequent attempts to domesticate them have been made by

putting the eggs under the common hen, but I believe never

with permanent success. They are easily hatched in this

way, and for a time will follow the supposed mother in search

of food ; but, no sooner do they acquire the ability to serve

themselves than they seek out their natural haunts in the

field and copse.

Qenei-ally, by the first of October the young have acquired

full weight and size

—

certainly, by the middle of that month,

all—even the late broods have done so, and are then fair

game. Fattened by the gleanings of the golden stubble

fields they are plump and juicy, unequalled in the sport they

afford in their pursuit, and in the delight they give the bon

vivant—indeed, mejudice, I believe no feathered game in our

country approaches in excellence this noble bird, in season,

and properly cooked and served up.

To the sportsman many difficulties in finding this game
present themselves. Many writers upon this subject have

spoken of the unexplained fact, that it is impossible to find

a bevy of quail if followed up immediately after flushing

them, each attributing it to different causes.

After long experience, and carefully examining the ap-

parent and available reasons, I have been led to favor the

theory that the bird possesses the power of closing the pores

of the skin, thereby retaining the scent. In my experience

I have owned and shot over as fine and true-nosed dogs as

ever "brushed the dew from cover," and yet failed to find

them, after marking them plainly go down in an open field,

unbrokej save by tussocks of grass and rank weeds, although

every rod of ground in the vicinity was thoroughly quar-

tered by my dogs. In this case time enough to escape by
running had not been allowed, and therefore they must have

been there, and if so, could not possibly have escaped being

found, except by lying close and giving out no scent. Wait
a half hour and then follow to where you marked them go
down, and you will have no trouble in putting them up at

once, and strange to say, thej' will not thereafter repeat the

ruse, but may be promptly followed and readily found. I

attribute this habit to fright, by being suddenly forced to

take wing, and by the firing, and they involuntarily close

the pores of the skin, and skulk as they alight.

The quail favors the neighborhood of streams—especially

if along the banks grow the tangled copse and brushwood,

with contiguous stubble-fields for feeding grounds. Their

transit from one feeding-place to another is generally made

on foot, even though the distance amount to miles, preferring

this method to taking wing, which they rarely do except

when frightened. They breakfast early—as must the sports-

man who is ambitious of a full bag—and then retire to some

quiet nook or cover and lazily digest their food through the

middle of the pleasant, dreamy days of fall.

Follow them on some bright October day, and enjoy rare

sport, and gain renewed health by exercise developing both

physical and mental strength by the communion with

nature's fairest works. May we meet then, gentle reader,

when the fierce heat of summer has been deliciously ban-

ished b}- the cooler breezes of autumn ; when the fields lately

waving with the farmer's stores of grass and grain are shorn

of their nodding glory; when our favorite, plump with the

gleanings of the stubble-fields, lies before the noses of our

well-trained dogs, or rises with the nerve-thrilling whirr

before our eager eyes ; when the many tinted leaves of gor-

geous autumn have lent new glory to the landscape, and

when we may take arms and go forth like true knights and

do our devoir sans peur, et sans reproche.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

SETTER AND POINTER CROSS.

Greenhorn, in reviewing my article on the above subject,

certainly assumes more than he will find ground for in the

language used in my communication. He tries to make the

impression on the reader of the Journal, that I advised the

breeding of the crossed dog or dropper. He will find, by

carefully reading the aforesaid article, that no such advice

is given or doctrine preached. My purpose was simply to

encourage the owner of the dog referred to, to try and train

him properly, and make of him a valuable dog, which I

certainly think could be done with a bona fide dropper. I

am glad that my advice was not required, because Green-

horn's dog "was a myth!" Greenhorn says much more

.than he supposes j he practically acknowledges that he

could not find a genuine dropper to suit his purpose—prob-

ably all were too good—but he had to imagine a mythical

dog, and he described him just as he thought a dropper

should be to contrast unfavorably with his pure-bred pointers

and setters. Let him describe a real dropper next time, and

his statements and inferences will be worth something.

"We never thought of breeding from a dropper ; but this

does not decrease his value as a good dog in the field. If

he will show how the first cross in a pointer and setter can

be otherwise than pure-blooded—sire and dam being pure-

blooded themselves,—and give good reasons for a dropper

not being fit to train, and why, twenty to one, such dog must

prove a failure, he will be talking to the point, and en-

lightening those for whom he writes ; but to this end he

must/irot!e as well as make his statements. Perhaps Captain

Bogardus could help him in some way, as he appears to have

a peculiar preference for droppers. No mythical dogs or

things this time, if you please, Mr. Greenhorn
; we want

facts. Vic.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

OCR CONTEMPLATED CHANGE.

As some of our readers seem to misunderstand our an-

nouncement, we will state that the Journal will not take

one step backward, but the pro.spect is very bright at this

writing for an enlarged journal, under a management that

will greatly enlarge its sphere of usefulne.=s. It will remain
" The Fanciers' Journal," and under its present editorial man-
agement. Its friends should not relax their exertions in its

behalf, but send in their advertisements and subscriptions

as rapidly as possible. At this time we are hardly prepared
to make large promises, but the prospects are that very large

editions of the Journal will be sent over the entire country.

We hope ere long to see the Journal come up to the stand-

ard laid down by its founder.

THE NEW DEPARTURE IN EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA.

The contemplated action in the matter of organizing a

large poultry society, in the eastern part of the State, meets
with the approval of a large majority of the fanciers and
breeders embraced in the State east of the meridian of Har-
risburg, or properly, east of the mountains.

The committee appointed to conduct the correspondence,

and make the necessary arrangements for a mass meeting of

fanciers and breeders, at AUentown, have received assur-

ances of the presence of delegates from all the local societies,

and from many prominent individual fanciers.

It is not the intention of this movement to interfere, in

any way, with the existing local organizations. But the-

time has come when we need a larger society, one that can

incur the responsibility and expense of large shows.

However excellent the shows of our local societies may
be, they do not give us the prestige and standing that will

be conferred by a large show, in which competition will

come from abroad. Our local shows' have done a good and
useful work, but we expect better results from a single show
which shall rank with the best in the country.

An organization such as is contemplated will be able to

offer liberal prizes, and draw out breeders from a distance.

Competition will, of course, be closer, and awards, when
won, will be worth having. These shows will afford better

opportunities for a more extensive acquaintance among the

fraternity, and, better than all, they will be self-supporting,

pecuniarily.

We would recommend to all interested to be in attend-

ance at the meeting at AUentown, on March 2d, at 11 A. m.

The meeting will be held at the American House, on

Hamilton Street. Dickie.

TO advertisers.

An article went the rounds (from Wilson's Hand-hook

for AdveHisers), the subject of which was, " The Cost of Ad-
vertising," which ran on in this way : " It is cheaper to pay
five shillings for inserting your advertisement in a journal

having a circulation of five thousand, than to pay two shil-

lings for one having a circulation of one thousand." That
is two-fifths as much for a circulation of only one-flfth. But,

it is not this evident discrepancy in the relative proportion

of cost and circulation to which we would call your particu-

lar attention ; the important fact of the relative class of

journals and advertisers is overlooked, which is a very

poor policy for any, excepting the high-priced journals and

their well-paid agents, to advocate without distinction. The
journals having the largest circulation and highest adver-

tising rates may be such as would never reach a desired class

of dealers or consumers at all; or, they may not be pub-

lished so frequently as desired by the advertiser who is in

haste to dispose of his stock.

The representative journal to patronize in such instances

is the one without regard to cost or extensive circulation,

provided it reaches the largest number of the desired class.

Suppose, for instance, that one wi.shed to dispose of his fancy

stock of fowls or pigeons as quickly as possible, we claim that

he had better patronize the journal which is chiefly read by
the fanciers and dealers who know just where to apply for

such information (to advertise in any other class of journals

or miscellanies would be suicidal), especially if the poultry

department is published weekly, like that of the Fanciers'

Journal.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to thi^ department respectfully solicitedfrom oil.

—A big white cat and a canary were exhibited in the

same cage at the show of the National Poultry Association,

Chicago.

—A seal weighing eightj'-four pounds was recently
caught in Chaumont Bay, Lake Ontario. The fisherman
who captured it had never seen such an animal before, and
had no idea at the time what it was. The question is. How
did it come there ? Tliis is the third seal caught in Chau-
mont Bay—one about five years ago, and another ten years

ago.

—

Ex.

—In Flat Fishes or Pleuroneciidce, the eyes are on oppo-
site sides of the head in the young, and on the same side

afterwards. jVI. Mirart thinks the change is accomplished
suddenly. M.. Malm declares that it is slow.

—

Ex.
Do Flounders belong to this class, they are flat, and fill

the conditions about the eyes ? E. S. S.

—G-KAT Squirrels.—Yes, the old male does castrate the

young squirrel. I have shot several that were castrated

—

in fact, about fifty—and I find that only one in six is per-

fect. Last spring I found two nests of young ones, and all

the males but one in each were castrated ; and, lasFspring,

a friend of mine, while out hunting, heard some squirrels

chattering, and going to see the cause, saw two full-grown
ones on a nest. He shot them, and they proved to be a
male and female, and on climbing the tree he found five

j'oung squirrels in the nest (two females and three males),

of which two had just been castrated by the old male, as

one of the testicles still laid in the nest. I believe both
the gray and red fox squirrels have this habit, as I see

many of each that have been castrated. M. W. Miner.
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—Flying Squirrels.—I notice considerable in the last

Journal about flying squirrels, and will tell you what I saw.

My brother and I were going through the woods, and,

being tired, stopped to rest. While we were seated, we
noticed a .snag that was full of holes, about ten feet high.

It being too early in the season for birds to have their

ne3t9, we came to the conclusion that we would push it

down, and did so, when out popped a flying squirrel. On
looking in the hole that she came out of, we found four

young ones. Wfi took possession of the nest, the young
being very small. The old squirrel would sail from one
tree to another and squeak, being very an.xious to obtain

her young ; so we came to the conclusion to let her take

one and see what she would do with it Going away from
the snag, she caTne and took one, went to a tree, went up
about thirty feet, sailed oflf to another tree, and from that

tree to another, with one of her j'oung in her mouth. She
left it in the last tree and returned for another. Taking it,

she went the same way as before. The two first trees were
about forty feet apart. As she came back, 1 threw a piece

of bark in front of her when she was about twenty feet

from the tree that she had left, and instead of flying against

the bark, slie turned an upward somersault and lit on the

same tree, about six feet from the place she sailed from.

We let her take the rest of her young without annoying
her further. J. W. Wampler.

—I wish that Huon, the ver}' interesting historian of the
" Zoo," could spend a few days in the mountains. I would
"see him again at Philippi." The pheasant shooting is

excellent, the hares and castrated squirrels innumerable,
and a Volucella occasionally spreads his sails and soars away
into the " etherial blue." Reading many books, has not
Huon neglected the great volume of Nature? Like Gold-
smith, quoting Buftbn, but, unlike White, of Shelbourne,
observing nothing for himself. The language used bj' me

—

"The nest of the hare is simply a hole in the ground,
always lined with fur, and carefully covered with grass

and leaves "—either means that if this covering were re-

moved the young would be exposed to the full light of the

sun, or it means nothing. If there is a true rabbit—a bur-
rowing animal—in North America, I would like to see by
what authority it is here. Huon is prattling of the Eng-
lish, an entirely different animal to any that we have,
coming originally from the North of Africa. On page 743
of the Fanciers^ Joitrnal we read : " The gray or cotton-tail

rabbit is usually called a rabbit, whereas we have no
species which should bear the name." If not a hare, then
what is it? Remember, Huon says it burrows ! Huon in-

sinuates that I said, "The young of the hare are born
exclusively in April." I used no such language, but only
said that this was the usual time, meaning that more were
produced then than at any other season of the year. Huon
says there is no authority for a hare to produce more than
five young at a birth. Now, a woman might be able to

show but poor authority to justify her in giving birth to

four or even six children, but, notwithstanding all this, she
sometimes, like "Old Hickory," "assumes the responsi-
bility." "Rev. J. G. Wood says the rabbit gives birth to

seven or eight young,"—I am quoting Huon. Now, Wood
is good authority, even if he does send all eight of them
to heaven with the best of us; but Chambers' Encyclo-
paedia—article "The Rabbit"—says that they sometimes
give birth to twelve; so these things are not immutable,
like the laws of the Medes and Persians. Now, remember
that it is the rabbit described by Wood that Huon has made
burrow in the United States, and considers it the same
animal as L. sylvaticus.

Now for our little friend Volucella. Chambers says, " Its
flight is fifty feet." It is nocturnal in habit, and rarely
seen by day unless it has been disturbed. If the tree in
which it lives is cut down, it will fly to the nearest one it

sees—this may be only "forty yards" distant. Now, does
Huon consider that there might be a difference between the
distance it actually flew at any given time and the distance
it is capable of flying ? A frigate-bird might alight after a
flight of only half a league : would he conclude, therefore,
that it could fly no farther ? Does Mr. V. ever launch him-
self into the air from the earth? He does nothing of the
kind in the mountains. His flight is from one tree to

another. Suppose two flying squirrels start from the same
tree to reach a given point—one starts from the distance of

twenty feet from the ground, and the other is eighty feet

above it—would their flight extend to the same distance?
Suppose one is strong and active, the other a female with
young, would their flight be equal ? Suppose one flew up a

hill and the other and stronger one flew down, each using
all its strength, would the distance passed over be the

same ? Huon says that the gray squirrel can show no au-
thority for living in the .same tree with Volucella; but I do
declare that I have found them so situated. I never said,

nor do I mean, that they were in the savie cavity. I fur-

ther assert that I have seen Volucella fly more than two hun-
dred yards. I cut the tree in which a colony of them
lived ; it was, I suppose, eighty feet high, and contained
seven or eight flying squirrels and one gray squirrel.

When the tree commenced falling, some of the flying squir-

rels were near the top, others at various heights ; some flew

up the hill—the tree was near the summit—and others

down ; some came to the ground at a distance of only a few
yards, and one succeeded iu reaching an oak that stood at a

distance of two hundred and Jifty steps below. He started

from the top of the falling tree and struck the other at the

ground. The ground was de.scending, but not steep. Now,
suppose that this tree had been a Wellingtoniana three

hundred feet high, and the little elevation on which it

stood Pike's Peak, would not Volucella have taken a flight

that would have astonished a swallow ? Remember here-

after, dear Huon, to say, when speaking of the flying

capacity of little Volucella, that it depends upon its altitude

when starting and the nature of the ground over which it

is to glide.

Huon says—for he contradicts all I say—that gray squir-

rels cannot show the slightest authority for castrating each
other. Now, whether they have any other than " the good
old rule, that they may keep who have the power, and they
may take who can,'' I do not know. Mr. Tracy says that

the operation is performed by the black squirrel. I have
only to say in reply, that not a black squirrel has been seen
here for years, and still the work is done. But I do not
doubt that where they abound they do castrate the gray,
and vice versa. Now, according to Huon, what is not to be
found in "authorities" cannot be true. Here, then, is an
end to all investigation; the great book, the Zoological

Garden of Nature (something larger than the one in the
" City of Brotherl}' Love ") is completed " and sealed with
seven seals." Contributors to Weekly Gossip must here-

after tell us that the elephant is a large quadruped, the

mouse is not so large, etc. The cockotrice, produced by a

cross between an African bantam (?) cock and a toad, was
once down in the authorities, and the hippogriff also, with
a power of flight greater than Volucella. People do not
believe much in them now.
Speaking of Lepus Americanus, page 29, Fanciers' Jour-

nal, I say, They are never found of any other color (than

white). I mean in winter ; in summer they are gray.

J. M. McCann.

CoF^f\ESI=OflDE[JCE.

BERKS COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

At the annual meeting of the Berks County Agricul-

tural and Horticultural Society, held in the city of Read-

ing, Saturday, June 15, 1876, the following officers were

elected

:

President—A. F. Boas.

Vice-Presidents—Jacob G. Zerr, William Yocum, John

A. Scheetz, and Thomas Penrose.

Secretary—Cyrus T. Fox.

Corresponding Secretary—Stephen M. Meredith.

Treasurer— William S. Ritter.

Auditors—Hon. S. E. Aneona and Frederick Lauer.

Cyrus T. Fox,
Readino, Pa., February 1, 1876. Secretary,
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correction.
Mr. Jos. M. Wade.
De.vrSir: The second premium Blue-pied Pouter cook,

so well deicribed by Marble, in premium list of Maryland,

show, in No. 3 of tlie Journal, is not the property of Mr.

Uaughey, as stated there. The bird, as Marble well knows,

belongs to my loft since three years, and I am in possession

of the second premium card, signed by Mr. Brown, the

secretary. Please correct this error and oblige.

Yours very truly, A. Scheld.
Brooklyn, E. D., January 31, 1876.

SALE OF FINE STOCK.

J. M. Wade, Esq.

Dear Sir: I have bought the entire stock of Golden-

penciled Hamburgs of A. J. Tuck, of Nashua, N. H., in-

cluding the cock " John Bull " that won first last winter at

Connecticut, Boston, and Buffalo; also a very fine cock

Mr. Tuck imported from Beldon, costing him (with two

hens) seventy-five dollars, of which Mr. Beldon says he is

the finest bird of his kind in America. Yours truly,

Wm. E. Shedd,
Boston, February 2, 1870. Waltham, Mass.

southern tier poultrt and pet stock society.

Friend Wade :

At the meeting of the Southern Tier Poultry and Pet

Slock Society, held in this city, January 6th, the following

were elected officers for the year 1876

:

President—William Atwood, Big Plats, N. Y.

Vice-Presidents—John H. Hall, Catharine
; William Fitz-

hugh Miller, Geneva; George L. Whiton, Elmira.

Secretary—C. S. White, Elmira.

Treasurer—H. C. Howland, Elmira.

Executive Committee—George W. Cbidsey and E. R.

Bloomer, Elmira; H. L. Petton, Penn Yan ; H. B. Batter-

son and W. W. Albro, Elmira
; F. F. Preston,- Candor ; C.

J. Andruss, Canandaigua; D. G. Backer, Havana; S. H.

Lany and Benjamin Blampied, Elmira. C. S. White,
Elmira, N. Y., January, 1876. Secretary.

DAVENPORT POULTRY CLUB.

At the annual meeting for the election of oflicers for the

above association, the following were chosen :

President—H. H. Smith.

Vice-President—J. J. Guill.

Secretary—J. L. Daymade.

Treasu7-er—E. S. Ballord.

Executive Committee—J. J. Guill, H. N. Norton, A. Stuhr.

Our club is in a more prosperous condition than it ever

was, probably owing to our recent public exhibition. I

think the fever is spreading among our farmers, who hitherto

never took any interest in fine poultry. Yours truly,

H. H. Smith.

MISTAKEN.
J. M. Wade, Esq.

"Victor" made a mistake in writing about the Easton

Poultry Show. He says, " Mr. A. B. Holcombo, of Lam-
bertville, N. J., showing the best Pekin and Eouen Ducks."

I won first premium on old Eouens and first on young. A.

B. Holcombe had no Rouens on exhibition.

Reaville, N. J., January 31, 1876. P. Q. HoLCOMBE.

FOXBURQ POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq.

Dear Sir: At our meeting last night I was instructed

to inform you that the first exhibition of the Foxhurg
Poultry Association will be hold in Smith's Hall, Palmer

Street, Poxburg, February 22, 23, and 24, 1876. The fol-

lowing are the names of the officers for 1876 :

President—W. S. Gregory.

Vice-President—H. McCray.

Secretary—J. C Pattersion.

Assistant Secretary—E. M. Belknap.

Treasurer—W. H. Currie.

Executive Coinm,ittee—W. H. Carpenter, T. Tregoning,

J. P. Duncan, R. M. Belknap, M. M. Mandivall, J. P.

Simmons, M. Hafle, J. T. Fowler. J. C. Pattersion,
FoxBURG, Pa. Secretary.

Sffly^LL PeJ DEp^F^TF^f^T
AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(Reported for Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
Philadelphia, for the week ending February 2, 1876.

1 * Cat (Felis domeslica). Presented by Geo. J. Schmidti

Philadelphia.

1 Snowy Owl [Nyctea Nivea). Purchased.

1 Ked-Tailed Hawk (Buteo borealis). Presented by John

Krider, Philadelphia.

3 Musk-Tints {Fiber zibethecus). Presented by C. B. Eossell,

Trenton, N. J.

2 Goldfinch mules [Fringilla carduelis). Presented by J. R.

Hays, Philadelphia.

1 Gray Pox (Vulpus Virginianas) . Presented by S. D.

Burroughs, Williamsport, Pa. Huon.

( For Fanciers' Journal.)

A BLACK SaUIRREL.
He was black all over, and his thick, hushy tail was as

long as he, even though the tip had been pulled off. That

is as nearly as I can tell of his looks, for it is seven months

since I saw him last; and then he kept me so busy trying

to keep mischief out of his way and wondering what he'd do

next, I had'nt time to measure him, even if I'd thought

of it.

The brother of my neighbor, Ida, caught him in the

woods when he was a wee little baby Frisk, hardly fit to

be out of the nest, and when he was two years old sent him

in a splendid two-story cage, with a wheel for a play-ground,

to her for her Christmas. He had been handled and petted

so much he wasn't a bit afraid. If you went into the room

where he was, as likely as not he'd jump on your shoulder

and search your pockets.

Ida used to say, " The peace is gone from ray life I Why,
he's worse than half-a-dozen children. After his nap in the

morning, if I don't let him out he acts so I'm almost crazy.

He'll drag down the wool and hair of his bed, stuff it, and

all the litter and bits of nut-shells, through the bars of his

wheel on to the floor ; tip over the water, and scold so I'm

* This animal will be found in company with two other cats among the

monkeys. At first sight It might be supposed to be a Manx cat, but it Is

not, but merely by a freak of nature it was born without a tail, and thus

making its hinder parts to much resemble those of a rabbit or hare.
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glad to let him out for sake of quiet. Then I have to watch

him avery minute. If the pantry-door is open, ever so

small a crack, he steals my sugar and every goody that isn't

under lock and key, and he won't leave a scrap of paper on

the shelves. If he gets into my bedroom he makes more

havoc in live minutes than I can tidy in an hour. You

should see him train before the glass on my dressing-table I

One day I missed him, finally finding him curled up in a

nest he'd made in my trunk of my very newest, of course,

Butterick pattern."

One day Ida came to me in a great hurry to borrow a few

raisins. She " had promised " Charley mince-pie for dinner,

had got the meat ready, the raisins stoned, and was getting

ready to make the paste, when a neighbor called her to the

door. She " wasn't gone but a minute," but when she came

back the raisins had disappeared. What Tommy hadn't

put away in his pantry (i. e. his bed), he was munching in

his parlor.

His greatest fun was to seat himself on an open book, tear

a little place, then turn around and tear it a little more

;

keep on tearing and turning until only the covers were left.

Then he'd hide himself in the litter. But the bits he'd

make of a newspaper ! I never gave him but one for me to

pick the pieces ofi"a carpet, you may believe.

One day Ida's thimble, a stocking, and something else,

were missing,—that was before they'd learned his tricks.

They hunted and hunted, and finally concluded the broken-

pieces girl's basket had carried them off. But one day,

when Ida was ransacking Tom's pantry, there she found

them, with an almost endless variety of odds and ends

—

bits of cake, sugar, candy, and nuts.

When Ida died, her husband brought him to us. " But,

I'm afraid he'll be lost," I said ; "the doors and windows

all open—it was in May—and there are so many little fin-

gers to open the cage, and I havu't time to watch them."

"I was going to let him go anyway," Mr. P. answered;

" but thought I'd wait until I could go to the woods; but

you've so many trees, if he gets away let him go. I thought

he might amuse Mr. S. by his antics."

And he did. When some duty would call me from my
invalid, I would give him some nuts, let Tommy out, and

call in the cat ; and the frolic they would indulge in would

bring light to the eyes that had almost forgotten to smile.

Mr. S. would hold a nut in his fingers, and call "Tommy."
Tom would jump on the bed, take the nut in his teeth, and

scamper with it to the footboard. Then he'd hold it in his

fore paws, gnaw at a minute, turn it over and around, gnaw
another minute; then, with it between his teeth, start for

some higher perch—the top of the rocking-chair, or maybe
the top of the secretary. Then he'd go through the same

performance, then maybe start with it for his cage, and be

back in a second for another. Sometimes he'd drop his

nut, and "Friday," the cat, would give it a push with her

paw, then both would start for it. Then Tommy would go

after Friday. Friday would get her back up and spit at

him. Frightened Tom -would start for his cage, Friday

after him, pell-mell, helter-skelter; no matter what was in

the way.

How he did enjoy being out of dooi's. For three days he

was free. He would come to his cage on the porch to sleep,

or to us if we called him with nuts or apple in our hands

;

but otherwise he was "in his element." He'd run to the

top of the very tallest elm ; there where the twigs would

bend with his weight, he'd cling and swing. One day a

strange dog got into the yard. We saw Tommy sitting on

the carriage-way looking fearlessly at him. We called
;

but before we could get to him he was dead.

Poor Tommy ! E. S. S.

CAT EACES.
Contests of speed between carrier pigeons are by no

means the only ones with which the Belgians occupy them-

selves. A Liegeois society has also organized cat races. In

the "event" which has already come off the contestants,

to the number of thirty-seven, were taken to a cabbage field

on the road to Beyne, beyond the old barrier, and there let

loose at 2 o'clock in the morning. The distance run is not

stated, but the race proved to be a complete success. At

the same moment the thirty-seven cats were let loose, and

scurried off in every direction, bounding over the heads of

the cabbage with swollen tails and shining eyes. Blondi-

nette, aged two years and a half, was the first to arrive, at

6.48 in the morning, and gained the prize, consisting of a

magnificent tray, a pair of vases and thirty francs in money.

The second cat came in at 2.24 the next morning, and Fin-

ette, the third, arrived at 6.42. The second and third prizes

consisted of hams and smoked tongues.

CANARY BIRDS.

The season for obtaining canary birds has come again.

Almost every steamer that arrives from Europe has a lot

on board, consigned to the dealers in these wonderful little

songsters. It is wonderful that so little a throat is capable

of such a volume of sweet sound. There are two or three

simple suggestions that may not be out of place in this

paper, concerning the cost and care of a bird. First, a

plain brass wire cage is preferable to another, because it is

easier to keep clean, vermin will not infest it, and it is more

beautiful than painted or wooden cages are, and not much
more costly. Second, a bird will cost from three to five

dollars. It is difficult to select a good bird from a lot,

because you cannot distinguish the quality o£ his notes

among so many
;
you must rely on the judgment and hon-

esty of the dealer. You do not want a loud singer with a

piercing note. The birds that are ottered for sale at this

season are mostly young birds, therefore select one with a

soft sweet voice ; he will increase in power and volume of

song as he grows older. Do not hang him in a draft of air.

He will bear the out-door air, but not where a current of

air fiows upon him. His food should be plain canary and

rape -seed, with fresh water and a bath daily, or at your

convenience. We have a bird that we purchased in Prov-

idence last autumn, that has not missed a day of song during

the year. He is now moulting ; his coat is as ragged as

that of a tramp. All his tail feathers, save one or two, are

gone, but he sings as sweetly and cheerfully as ever. We
feed him on absolutely nothing but the seed we have spoken

of. There are four things, yea five, that a bird will do in

a family. He will give the little girl, eight or nine years

old, a few minutes lesson in tender, loving care each day.

He will settle a dispute or a quarrel by drowning the voice

of contention in the voice of song. He will drive away the

blues, thereby saving a doctor's bill and helping digestion.

He will awaken the household with a concert at sunrise,

and fill the house with his happy spirit all day long. There

will be at least one cheerful fellow in-doors when all the

rest are sad.

—

Spirit of the Times.
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A TENDER-HEARTED BROTHER.
A COUPLE of enterprising men doing the clothing business

at Atlanta, are interviewed by a customer in search of a coat.

The senior of the firm handles the now comer, and soon

finds a "first-class fit." In answer as to the price the re-

sponse is, " Eighteen dollars."

" Well, sir, 1 like the coat very much, but don't like the

price."

" Well, mine front, ze price is noting so you like ze coat

We let you take 'em at fifteen dollars."

The customer still complains of the price, saying that fif-

teen dollars was too much. This was too heavy for the

dealer, so, taking his customer to the extreme end of the

store, and drawing him into a dark corner, he whispers in

his ear :

" Mine frent, I let you have zat coat for twelve dollars

and a half."

"Well, sir," said the customer, "I like your coat very

much, and am satisfied with the price, yet I would like to

know why this mysterious performance."

"Well, mine frent, you see dot leetle man tliere? He
was mine brodor. He got ze heart disease, iind so help me
gracious, if he was to hear me tell you I take twelve dollars

and a half for zat coat he drop dead mit his track."

HARDSHIPS OF WESTERN HUNTERS.
The rough experiences of the hunters and trappers upon

our western borders are wonderful, and it hardly seems, to

civilized home-bred people, that the perils of these daring

and reckless men can bo enjoyable. And yet, only through

the continual excitements and adventures they encounter in

their precarious calling, are such men content to live, year

after year, in the wilds of the forests, the mountains and the

plains, barely subsisting, for the most part, and very rarely

if ever realizing any pecuniary gain in their weary course

of life.

A recent account is given of two hunters who were on an

expedition among the mountains of Nevada, early last

spring, when one of them accidentally shot himself in the

foot, lacerating the flesh and breaking the bones in such a

manner that amputation of the limb seemed the only means

of saving his life. Too weak from pain and loss of blood to

attempt the journey of forty miles to the nearest settlement,

the wounded man was conveyed to the rude cabin which

they had made their headquarters, by his companion, who,

after dressing the wound as well as he could, and cooking a

plentiful supply of provisions for the three or four days he

expected to be gone, started for the settlement to procure

medical aid. He secured the services of a physician, and

they started for the mountains, but a blinding snow storm

coming on they became lost, barely escaping with their

lives. So deep and so badly drifted was the snow that they

were obliged to give up all thought of reaching the wounded
man, no further attempt being made for about two months,

when a party of friends thought it their duty to seek out the
lonely cabin and bury the remains of the unfortunate hunter.
What was their surprise, on nearing the place, to see him
hobbling along on crutches to meet them, well and hearty
with the exception of his lameness. He told them that after

he was left alone his wound grew better ; that when his .pro-

visions failed he crawled to the huge carcase of a bear they
had killed a few daj's before the accident, and, unable to

procure wood for cooking, devoured the meat raw. On this,

and this alone, had he subsisted during the two months he
had been imprisoned.

Exctj^pjqES.

4®^ Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words

describing and offering for E3:chang:e only, will be allowed at 25

cents for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be

charged.

4®^*'T0 EXCHANGE FOR CASH" Or " (iKEENEACKS," "WANTED A PUR-

CHASEK," or "w^ANTED AN OFFER," etu., ctc, cannot under any circum-

stance be admitted to the Exchange or Want column.

J^* No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with

25 cents.

B. HUIiSE, Box 23, AUentown, N. J., will exchange two Shepherd
Sluts, Partridge Cochins, one pair of White Leghorns, one pair of White
and one pair of Red-mottled Fans, and Ring Doves—for Sebright Ban-
tams, one S. W. Turbit hen,and B. Moorcap hen.

S. P. WHARTOX, Spruce Hill, Juniata Co., Pa., will exchange i

fine Sporting Rifle, eighty bore, twenty pieces nice mounting, no ouls-
for a twenty-two Cal. Target Rifle (breech-loading), or offers. Rifle ii

somewat skuffed, bat warranted a good shooter. Cost $35.

F. M. HERRON, Indianapolis, Ind., will exchange one pair each
Black, Red, Yellow, and Blue-Bearded Tumblers; two Black Tumblers;
one White Trumpeter and one Blue Pouter Cock; one pair each White
Trumpeters; Black Barbs, and White Pouters. Also, G. P. Hamburg
chicks—for Red Jacobin hen, Black Hamburg Cockerel, Brown Leghorns,
&c. What offers ? ii

JMO, F. HOUSER, Taraaqua, Pa., has for exchange Pea fowls
(three males and one female), hatched 1875. Also, one pair pure White
Angora Rabbits, two trios Golden and one trio Silver Sebright Bantams
(first-premium stock). Exhibition Coops, Rabbit Hutches, Squirrel Ca^es,
Parrot Cages, White Mice. White Mice Cage, and Fancy Pigeons. Wnat
offers ?

E. G. BAGIiET, Indianapolis, Ind., will exchange three White
Angora Rabbits, ten weeks old,—for three Dark Brahma pullets. Must be
good, as my rabbits are. Also, three volumes War with the South, hand-
somely bound and engraved, published at four sovereigns gold—for Dark
Brahma pullets.

CHAS. Ii. COBB, Lock Box 1299, Brockton, Mass., will exchange
one trio of Light Brahmas, oue trio of Houdans, and one trio of Black
African Bantams—for Pouters, Barbs, two Female Carriers (Dun or
Black), Black Fantails, White Owls.

DR. H. A. RECORD, Mayville, N. Y., will exchange B. Red
Game pullets (Warren's strain)—for Game Bantams, Mocking-bird, or
Parrot. My birds are fine and large.

DR. H. A. RECORD, Mayville, N. Y.. will exchange B. Red
Game hens (Warren's strain)—-for Black-and-Tan pup, or Pekin Ducks.
What offers?

JOHN E. SCHUM, loO South Water St., Lancaster City, Pa,, will

exchange one trio Aylesbury Ducks, one Feeding hopper for pigeons,
one Bed-breasted Game cock, is a beauty, trimmed for the pit, won three
fights lately. Also, one Black and Red-breasted Game stag, weight five

pounds. Make offers.

JACOB E, TODD, Jr., Basking Ridge, N. J., will exchange six

Silver-spangled Polands—for Light or Dark Brahmas, or White Cochins.

G, R. HAT, West Lawrens, Otsego County, N. Y., will exchange
thirty yards of Brussels carpet, cost S1.50 per yard ; a light, good Shoot-
ing Rifle, worth $15 ; a good Violin, Bow, and Box, worth $12—for good
Light Brahmas, Brown Leghorns, Plymouth Rocks, Bronze Turkeys, or

T. F. SMITH, 140 South Market St., Boston, Mass., will exchange
his Red Setter dog, eighteen months old, broken to house and field, shot
over one season—for a Laverack Red, or Orauge-aud-White Tucked dog,
well broken and kiud to children.

G. W, CI.EVELAND, Millington, Mass., will exchange Dark
Brahmas or P. Cochins—for American Dominique pnllets or yearling
heus, and one Silver-penciled Hamburg cockerel or cock.

T, A. "WINFIEED, Hubbard, Ohio, has for exchange one White
Fan cock, oue Blue Pouter cock, two Dun-pied Pouter hens, two White
Pouter hens, two Black Swallow hens, one Almond Tumbler cock, one
Yellow Tumbler hen—for Common Pigeons, or Fancy Pigeons to mate
up a part of above.

T. A. WIWFIEI.D, Hubbard Ohio, has for exchang
Irish Red Setter dog pup, ten months old, shot over some t

for Guns, Fancy Pigeons, etc. What offers?

L fine-bred

T. A. WIHrFIEED, Hubbard, Ohio, has for exchange Dark Brah-
mas, G. P. Hamburgs, Black-red Games, from my imported stock—for
Cooper's Game Fowl, Tegctmeier's or Wright's Poultry Books, or Fancy
Pigeons.

B. A. WHITHfEY, Meadville, Pa., will exchange Fancy Pigeons,
for good Canary Bird, Pouters, Red and Black Jacobins, White Turbit

i (black tail), one Red Trumpeter cock, one pair White and Black Fans^
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WELCOME TO ALL.
A CENTEX NIAL BALLAD.

From the East and the West, from the North and the South,

Come join in the grand enterprise,

A glorious reunion of brothers once more.
And let birth-day anthems arise.

Beneath the old flag our forefathers loved.

Untarnished by rent or by stain.

In council as firm and as bravo as of yore.

In friendship united again.

Choku.s—Come join us in friendship, the old and the young;
Come join us the great and the small

;

Our greeting is welcome to rich and to poor

—

Come on, there is room for us all.

In this age of progress, communion of thought
Is traversing every land.

Let feuds be forgotten, prejudice cease,

And reason assume the command.
We make no distinction of country or creed

;

Let all for the banquet prepare.

A tribute to labour and learning we pay,
And all in the honor may share.

Chokus.
Prom Iceland, the cold, rugged land of the Dane,
To India, the land of the sun

;

From Pekin to Athens, from Sydney to Rome,
In the cause of progression—come on.

Instruction and civilization our aim.
Our contest a trial of skill

;

And though all are rivals in Science and Art,
Our motto is " peace and good will."

Ohokus.
Above us the Goddess of Peace spreads her wings,
And smiling upon us looks down

;

And Fame, with a wreath of fresh laurel, awaits
Alreadj' the victor to crown.

Come join us and celebrate our natal day.
And partake of our homes and our fame

;

All nations are welcome, as equals we meet.
There is room for us all and to spare.

Chorus.
Peter Peppercorn.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

SQUIRRELS.
BY PAUL LOGIC.

Chapter II.

—

Introduction.— Continued.

"As nimble as a squirrel."—OW Saw.

Squirrels are found in nearly all parts of the world. No
animal is more extensively located. As far north as the fir

tree extends, under the burning sun of the tropics, among
the stunted trees of the dreary far south, some species of

this immense family has its home. In fact, the family is so

generously distributed, we may say, without much exaggera-

tion, that wherever trees grow squirrels are found. Of
course the squirrel of the north and south differ greatly

from its relative of the tropics ; the former can scarcely en-

dure the climate of our own latitude because of its heat, and
the latter because of its cold ; and if the one were to change

places with the other, both would die. But, nevertheless,

the entire squirrel family have the same general character-

istics in a striking degree : all live in trees or burrow in the

ground ; all eat fruit, buds, and nuts; all have the bushy tail

;

and in all the .squirrel character is plainly visible. Goldsmith*

goes so far as to give as his opinion that the entire Sciurina

originally sprung from one parent, rather than each species

had, at the beginning, a representative, and the progeny of

this first pair, aided by climate and circumstances, spread

into the number of species we now have.

In Australia—that country of curious plants and strange

animals—the squirrel, so far as investigated, is not found,

though it unites with the opossum and the rat to form the

kangaroo. In Ireland squirrels are extinct, though in for-

mer times they were plentiful, but that was when Ireland

was covered with great forests, and the cutting down of

these, of course, was the cause of the extinction of the squir-

rel. Occasional specimens were seen as late as fifty years

ago.

Animals extensively located, like the squirrel, are likely

to deviate into varieties. Because of this, naturalists had

great diflSculty in classifying the species. In 1857, Profes-

sor Baird reduced the number of species found in the

United States from twenty-four to ten, with two doubtful

ones. Mr. Allen reduced them in 1875 to five, with seven

geographical varieties in addition. The number of North

American species of Sciurina in all is twenty-five. Some-

times a variety becomes in time settled into a permanent

species ; thus, if the white squirrel found in various parts of

the United States, particularly in Wisconsin, were to breed

among themselves for a length of time, a species of perfectly

white squirrels would be established. White mice, white

Guinea pigs, white rabbits, etc., thus originated; but in

nature nothing but chance brings two "sports" of like

appearance and different set together, therefore the forma-

tion of new species is the occurrence of a century.

Animals under the influences of a domestication deviate

greatly from the original or any particular color ; but in

nature such deviations, except in the cases of a few animals,

are rare. The skunk and the squirrel are the only animals

known to us that in a state of nature diflFer in color. Squir-

rels differ only slightly in color,—not enough to be noticed

by a casual observer,—but they do differ, and enough, too,

to give naturalists considerable trouble in classifying them.

The color of the gray squirrel runs from an ashy beach to

a pure white, and all other species deviate in color in the

same manner, though not in such a degree.

* We cite the opinion of Goldsmith, not because it of itself is of any-

particular value (his work on natural history being nothing but a cun-

ning compilation), but because it represents the conclusions reached by

the French and the German naturalists, from whom Goldsmith gathered

most of the material for his "Animated Nature."
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PodLTF^Y DcrAf^TlvEfiT-

(For Fanciers' JourDal.)

INCUBATION.
Speaking of early oliicks, and Iho diiEculty of obtaining

liens wishing to sit early, reminds nie of an experiment I

tried two years ago. I looked in vain for a sitting hen, and
finally gave two shillings for a common hen, determined to

make her sit. I took a barrel and made a nest in it, and put

in a few eggs and put my hen on at night, and fastened her

in. I left her for a day and took her oiF to feed for fifteen

minutes, and then put her on again ; repeating this for three

days, I found she took to the nest quite willingly. So I gave

her a sitting of eggs, taking her oft' daily to feed as before.

In due time the chicks came out, which I took away and
gave my hen a clean nest and a fresh lot of eggs, which in

due time were also hatched out. I removed these and gave

her the third lot of eggs, and she brought these out in good
style. I left the chicks with her, and took off my hen every

day during all this time, and gave fresh water and food, at

the same time providing a good dust bath, etc. , and when my
hen finally left the nest with her brood, she weighed six

ounces more than when I commenced my experiment. I

do not say this will always succeed, but in two cases at least

besides' mine it has succeeded finely. Edwaeb.

(For Fan s' Journal.)

WESTERN NEW HAMPSHIRE POULTRY AND
PET STOCK ASSOCIATION.

The following premiums were awarded at the First

Annual Exhibition of the above Association, held at City

Hall, Keene, January 18 and 19, 1876:

Class 1.— Asiatics— Brahmas — Light, Fowls, 1st, P.
Prank Amidon, Hinsdale; 2d, J. W. Sturtevant, Keene;
3d, Milton Blake, Keene. Chicks, 1st and special, P. Frank
Amidon, Hinsdale; 2d, H. B. May, Natick, Mass.; 3d,
James L. Davenport, Keene. Dark, Fowls, 2d and special,
P. Frank Amidon, Hinsdale. Chicks, 1st and special, P.
Frank Amidon, Hinsdale. Cochins—Partridge, Fowls, 1st,

T. H. Leverett, Keene; 3d, Herbert W. Wood, Ashuelot.
Chicks, 1st and special, M. L. Davis, South Keene. Buff",
Fowls, 2d, estate of Mrs. L. M. Henderson, Keene; 3d, C.
C. Holton, Hinsdale. White, 1st and special, P. Frank
Amidon, Hinsdale. Black, 3d and special, 0. G. Dort,
Keene. Special for best display of Asiatics, P. Frank Ami-
don, Hinsdale.
Class 2.—American—Vlymouth Rocks, Fowls, 2d, Cur-

tis G. Britton, Keene; 3d, M. J. Russell, Harrlsville.
Chicks, 1st and three specials, Curtis G. Britton, Keene;
2d and special, James H. Morrison, Marlow

; 3d, Curtis g!
Britton, Keene. Special for heaviest Plymouth Rock, A.
H. Latham, Hinsdale.
Class S.—Doi-kings—Silver Gray, Fowls, 1st and special,

Noah W. Hardy, Nelson. Chicks, 1st and 3d, Noah W.
Hardy, Nelson ; 2d, Charles E. Joslin, Keene.

Class 4.

—

Hamburgs—Silver Spangled, Fowls, 1st and
special, H. E. Honey, Marlow. Chicks, 1st, H. E. Honey,
Marlow. Golden Spangled, Fowls, 1st and special, Luther
P. Eaton, Harrisville. Chicks, 1st and 2d, Luther P.
Eaton, Harrisville.

Class 5.

—

Spanish—White-faced Black, 3d and special,

D. H. Dickinson, Keene. White Leghorn, Fowls, 1st, W.
G. Scribner, Fitchburg, Mass.; 2d, Curtis G. Britton,
Keene; 3d, M. J. Russell, Harrisville. Chicks, 1st and
special, W. G. Scribner, Fitchburg; 2d and 3d, H. B. May,
Natick, Mass. Special for largest and bestdisplay of White
Leghorns, W. G. Scribner, Fitchburg, Mass. Brown, Chicks,
1st, 2d, and two specials, W. G. Scribner, Fitchburg, Mass.

;

3d, Arthur Edgerly, Keene. Special for most meritorious
display of Leghorns, W. G. Scribner, Fitchburg, Mass.
Class 6.

—

French—Crevecceurs, 1st and special, Charles
Fletcher, Hinsdale; 2d, Obed M. Holton, Keene. Houdans,
Fowls, 2d, Arthur Edgerly, Keene. Chicks, 1st and special,

George D. Wheelock, Keene; 2d, estate of Mrs. L. M. Hen-
derson, Keene.
Class 7.

—

Polish—White-crested White, Fowls, 1st and
special, E. A. Pickering, Ashuelot. Chicks, 1st, '2d, and
3d, E. A. Pickering, Ashuelot.
Class 8.—Gante—Black-breasted Red, Fowls, 1st, Fred.

K. Pratt, Keene; 2d, Scott W. Bullard, Keene; 8d, Geo.
A. Leonard, Keene. Chicks, 1st and three specials, C. C.
Holton, Hinsdale

; 2d, Fred K. Pratt, Keene
;

.Sd, Geo. A.
Leonard, Keene. Yellow Duckwing, Fowls, 1st, Fred. K.
Pratt, Keene; 2d, M. J. Russell, Harrisville. Chicks, 2d,

S. D. Stanley, Keene; 3d, Chas. 0. Coburn, Keene.
Class 9.

—

Game Bantams—Fowls, 1st, Asa Fairbanks,
South Keene ; 2d, C. C. Holton, Hinsdale ; 3d, Geo. Green-
wood, South Keene. Chicks, 1st and special, Fred. K.
Pratt, Keene; 2d, Frank Duffy, Keene; 3d, C. C. Holton,
Hinsdale.
Class 10.

—

Bantams—Golden Sebright, Fowls, 1st and
special, P. Frank Amidon, Hinsdale.
Class 12.

—

Turkeys—Bronze, Fowls, 1st and special, J.

E. Fuller, Westmoreland. Chicks, 1st and special, Norman
Howe, Hinsdale; 2d, J. E. Fuller, Westmoreland.
Class 13.

—

Ornamental—Peacock and Hen, 1st, Luther
P. Eaton, Harrisville. Guinea Fowls, 1st, Martin Tracey,
Keene.
Class 15.

—

Ducks—3d and special, T. H. Leverett, Keene.
Class 16.

—

Pigeons—Tumbler, 1st, E. K. Seabury, Wal-
pole. Trumpeter, 2d, E. K. Seabury, Walpole. Ruffle-

neck, 2d, E. K. Seabury, Walpole. Blackwing Turbits,

2d, E. K. Seabury, Walpole. Ring Doves, 1st and 2d, Asa
Fairbanks, Keene. White Fantails, 1st, P. F. Amidon,
Hinsdale; 2d, E. K. Seabury, Walpole; 8d, W. H. H.
Beal, Keene. Black and White Jacobin, P. F. Amidon,
Hinsdale. Special for largest and best display of Pigeons,

E. K. Seabury, Walpole.
Class 17.—/Jirc/s—Java Sparrows, 1st, Mrs. J. H. Well-

ington, Keene. German Song Canary, 1st and special,

Mrs. D. D. Griffith, Keene ; 2d, Ira D, Gates, Keene. West
India Parrot, S. P. Merrill, Keene.
Class 18.

—

Rabbits—Angora, 1st, M. J. Russell, Harris-

ville. English, 1st, 6. G. Bidwell, Swanzey Factory.

Class 19.

—

Minor Pe^s—Angora Cat, 2d, George P. San-
born, Keene. Gray Squirrels, 1st, John Malony, Keene.
Class 20.

—

Sundries—Artificial Mother, 1st, A. J, Fisher,

Walpole. Exhibition Coop, George W. Cleveland, Mill-

ington, Mass. Display of Flowers, 1st, Ellis Brothers,

Keene; 2d, Hutchinson Brothers, Keene.
Specials.—Heaviest bird in any class, J. W. Sturtevant

Keene. Heaviest chick in any class, P. Frank Amidon
Hinsdale. Largest and best exhibition by one person, P.

Frank Amidon, Hinsdale.

J. W. Sturtevant, secretary.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

EGGS FOR HATCHING.

The shipping of eggs, so that they will arrive safely, is

a matter of no small importance to the purchaser. It is

admitted by many, if not most fanciers, that eggs will bear

a great amount of rough handling and not impair their

(
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vitality. The question then is, how shall we puck our choice

eggs so they will not break ? The systems of transporting

articles arc so fully established in their ways that it would

seem useless to quarrel with them, especially when they are

so willing to give us a guarantee that they are not responsi-

ble for eggs. In business, we demand full weights and

measures, and that our goods are properly packed, and if

they are not, we have our redress.

I do not think I over-estimate when I say our eggs for

hatching cost the purchaser about one dollar apiece; 1

mean, of course, the purchase price, express charges, break-

age, etc., added. Now, if by any superior method of pack-

ing we can but save one egg out of each lot shipped, it is

safe to credit its value to the superiority of the process ; is it

not? Now, if two or three eggs are usually broken out of

a sitting, and said eggs are worth from fifty cents to one

dollar each, here certainly is a field for experiment, if not

of actual improvement. I am not a fault-finder, nor have I

been idle on this point, but, after experimenting and testing

said point, virill tell what I know about packing eggs for

shipping :

First, make a box large enough to hold say fifteen eggs,

divided into compartments for each egg, and

opening in the middle, provided with a hook

to fasten it. Take thin cloth and form sacks

one-half the size of your egg and insert in the

boxes, tacking the top to the edges of the box ; now, put in

your eggs, first wrapping them in thin paper, or cotton wad,

if you choose; close your box and hook it, and, if it has

been properly made, you will find your egg fully supported

without any possibility of coming in contact with hard sub-

stances. Now, make another box, one and one-half inches

larger all around inside than your egg box ; make sixteen

tapering spiral springs, say two inches in diameter at the

large end
;
put four of these on the bottom of the larger box,

two on each side and end, and four on your cover, securing

them all to their proper places by a bit of leather and a tack
;

place your egg box in place and screw down your cover

;

put on a handle, and mark, eggs for hatching, and your

directions. The estimated cost of this box is sixty to sixty-

five cents in lots of fifty or more
; but, please bear in mind,

this is for eggs worth from eight to twelve dollars per

dozen. Edward.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

SOUTHERN PENNSYLVANIA POULTRY
ASSOCIATION.

The following premiums were awarded at the second

annual exhibition of the Southern Pennsylvania Poultry

Association, held at York, Pa., December 28, 29, 30, and

31, 1875. There were three hundred and nine entries.

Brahmas—Light—Wm. A. Myers, New Oxford, 1st on
hen; George J. Chalfant, York, Pa., 1st on cockeral and
2d on pullet; Geoi-ge R. Heiges, York, Pa., 1st on pullet
and 2d on cockerel; Wra. Gilberthorp, York, Pa., 2d on
hen. Dark—Wm. A. Myers, 1st on cock, 2d on hen, and
1st on pullet; Geo, J. Chalfant, 1st on cockerel.

Cochins—Partridge—W. H. Hibner, York, Pa., 1st on
cock; Wm. A. Myers, 1st on hen; M. J. Seitz, York, Pa.,
2d on cock; Edmund Deitz, York, Pa., 2d on hen; John
Holder, York, Pa., 2d on cockerel. Pea-comb Partridge
—Geo. E. Heiges, 1st on cockerel and 1st on pullet. Buflf

—

Isaac E. Wise, Hanover, 1st on cock; Wm. A. Myers, 1st
on hen, 2d on cock, and 2d on cockerel ; A. M. Carey,
Selinsgrove, 2d on hen. White—Dr. J. D. Heiges, York,
Pa., 1st on cock, 1st on hen, and 1st on cockerel; Isaac E.

Wise, 2d on cock and 2d on hen
; Wm. A. Myers, 1st on

pullet, 2d on cockerel, and 2d on pullet. Black—C. H. Fry,
York, Pa., 1st on cockerel and 1st on pullet.

Dorkings—Edmund Dietz, 1st on cocker;il and 1st on pul-
let

;
John Miller, York, Pa., 2d on cockerel and 2d on pullet.

Dominigiics—John N. Wellenscik, York, Pa., 1st on hen
and 2d on cockerel ; Edmund Dietz, 1st on cockerel and 1st

and 2d on pullet.

PLymoutli Rocks—Ulrich Strickler, Goldsborough, 1st on
cockerel and 1st on pullet; J. L. Sheffer, York, Pa., 2d on
cockerel.

IjeffhoTHS^'BTovfn—J. E. Wise, 1st on cock; Edmund
Dietz, 1st on pullet; Wm. H. Epply, York, 2d on cockerel;
A. M. Carey, 2d on pullet. White—C. H. Pry, York, 1st

on cockerel and 1st on pullet. A. M. Carey, 2d on cock-
erel and 2d on pullet. Black—Jacob Ilgenfritz, York, 1st

on cockerel and 1st on pullet. Dominique—A. M. Carey,
1st on cockerel and 1st on pullet.

Spnnish—White-faced Black—Alexander Kidd, York, 1st

on cock ; Jacob F. Hantz, 1st on pullet.

Hamburgs—Golden-spangled—W. H. Epply, 1st on cock-
erel and 1st on pullet. Silver-spangled—Eli Spangler,
York, 2d on cock ; George Strubinger, York, 2d on pullet;

J. E. Wise, 2d on hen. ^Black—C. H. Fry, 2d on cock, 2d
on hen, and 2d on pullet; Jacob Bullinger, York, 1st on
cockerel and 1st on pullet; M. J. Seitz, York, 2d on cock-
erel.

Polands—Golden—W. H. Epply, 1st on cockerel and 1st

on pullet. White-crested Black—William Epply, York,
1st on cockerel and 1st on pullet. E. C. Beck, 1st on Golden
Poland hen. Silver—Jacob Ilgenfritz, 1st on cockerel and
1st on pullet.

Qamcs—L. H. Greenawalt, York, 1st on Yellow Duck-
wing Game cock, 1st on Ked Pyle Game cock, 1st on Blue
B. Red Game cock, 1st on Sumatra Game cock, and 2d on
Black B. Red Game cock. William Epply, Ist on Black
B. Red Game pullet, 1st on Ked Pyle Game hen, 2d on Red
Pyle Game cock. .John Miller, 1st on Red Pyle Game
cockerel, and 1st on pullet. Jacob Dick, York, 1st on
Sumatra Game cock and 1st on hen. Edward Blausser, 2d
on Sumatra Game hen. E. C. Beck, 1st on Black B. Red
Game cockerel. J. E. Wise, 2d on Black B. Red Game
pullet. Z. W. Smyser, York, 1st on English Game cock.

F. R. How-ill, Lancaster City, 1st on Silver Duckwing
Game cockerel.

Baniams—E. C. Beck, 1st on Silver Duckwing Game
cock and 1st on hen, Charles E. Long, Lancaster City, Ist

on Black-breasted Red Game cock and 2d on hen ; 1st on
Black-breasted Red Game cockerel and 1st on pullet ; 1st

on Golden Duckwing Game cock and 1st on hen ; 1st on
Golden Duckwing Game cockerel and 1st on pullet; 1st on
Red Pyle Game cockerel and 1st on pullet; 1st on Black
African cockerel and 1st on pullet. A. M. Carey, 1st on
Golden Sebright cock and 1st on hen; 1st on Black-breasted
Red Game hen and 2d on cock; 1st on Silver Duckwing
Game cockerel and 1st on pullet; 2d on Black-breasted Rod
Game cockerel and 2d on pullet. Isaac E. Wise, 2d on
Gold-laced Sebright pullet. Charles Lippold, Lancaster
Cit3', 1st on Gold-laced Sebright cockerel and 1st on pullet.

Miscellaneoiis—William Epply, 1st on Sultan cock and 2d
on hen. C. H. Fry, 1st on White Guineas. York County
Almshouse, 1st on Pea fowls. Ulrich Strickler, 1st on
Frizzles. William Gilberthorp, 1st on German Hares and
1st on White Rabbits. Lewis Strayer, 1st on Guinea Pigs.
Edward Stuck, York, Pa., 1st on best collection of Ameri-
can birds, stuffed.

Pigeons— William Gilberthorp, 1st on Moorheads. Wil-
liam Epply, 1st on Archangels. E. C. Beck, 1st on Snells,

1st on Black Priests, 1st on Carriers, 1st on Yellow Tum-
blers, and 1st on Red Barbs. Charles E. Long, 1st on
Black-pied Pouters, 1st on Blue Magpies, 1st on Yellow-
wing Turbits, Ist on Blue Swallows, and 2d on White
Trumpeters. Charles Lippold, Lancaster City, 1st on
White Trumpeters, 1st on Yellow Trumpelei-s, 1st on Black
Turbits, 1st on Red Jacobins. F. R. Howell, 1st on Sil-

ver Antwerps. William Epply, 1st for best collection of
Singing Birds. Charles Lippold, 2d for best collection of
Singing Birds. William Epply, 1st on Paroquets and 1st
on Parrots. Charles Lippold, 1st on pair of South Ameri-
can Parrots.
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Ducks—William A. Myers, 1st on Pekiu. York County
Almshouse, 1st on White-crested.

Turkeys—Edward Stuck, 1st on Bronze gobbler and 1st

on young Bronze. Dr. J. D. Heiges, 2d on Bronze gob-
bler. William A. Mj'ers, 1st on White Holland.
Dogs—Jacob Koons, York, Pa., 1st on full Buck Hound.

A. F. Coble, York, Pa., 1st on Pox Hound. Edward
Stuck, 1st on Irish Setter. Jacob Brillinger, 1st on Eng-
lish Bull Terrier. E. P. Welsh, 1st on Gordon bitch, Ist

on Gordon dog, and 1st on Orange and White Setter.

Frederick Sleeder, 1st on Prince of Wales Pointer.

A. M. Carey, Selinsgrove, took the society's special of

$10 for the largest, most varied, and most valuable collec-

tion of poultry, and Charles E. Long, Lancaster City, took
the society's special of $5 on a pair of Black African Ban-
tams and $5 on a pair of Golden Duckwing Game Ban-
tams, both figuring over ninety points.

The exhibition was a perfect success as far as the stock

was concerned, but a failure on account of patronage,

which was caused by being a rainy week. C. H. Fry,
Corresponding Secretary.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

HEEEDITE.
BY JAMES S. BAILEY, M.D.

Recently in the Fanciers' Journal it was stated that a

professor in one of the Philadelphia medical colleges stated

before the class that cases occurred where Jewish children

were born circumcised. In another issue this statement

was questioned. I at once determined to consult my friend,

Dr. Joseph Lewi, of Albany, who himself is an Israelite,

and his practice during the last twenty-eight years has

largely been among his own people. He affirms that such

is really the case, which leaves no further doubt in my
mind upon this subject.

An Irish gentleman recently stated to me that he owned
a mare which was spavined, and each of her foal—fourteen

in number—became spavined between four and five years

of age.

Curious facts on hereditary transmission are to be found

in Walker's work on intermarriage (London, 1838). We
are informed that " if a stallion be prevented, even by acci-

dental lameness, from obtaining exercise, he is sure to be

deficient in muscular power, and to convey that deficiency

to his offspring. I knew a horse who broke his leg when
running a race, when three years old, and who has since

been kept for covering mares, not being capable of any-

thing else or even of traveling for that ; but his stock are

not promising, though he is exceedingly well bred."

I really did not intend to refer to this subject again in

the Fanciers' Journal, but facts are stubborn things, and

truth will assert itself. Why then not convince the skep-

tical? Although it has been well said :

" To convince a man without his will,

He will be of the old opinion still."

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

REPLY TO F. A. M.
Last season I reported through the Journal a case pre-

cisely similar to that mentioned by F. A. M. The treat-

ment adopted was simple and etBcient. With sharp scis-

sors a hole was cut into the crop, of sufficient size to enable

me to remove the mass of tangled grass and soft food. I

then closed the aperture with a stitch, taking care not to

catch the skin and crop together, which, in most cases, will

prove fatal. I then confined the hen in a coop for a few

days and gave moderate quantities of soft food. In a short

time the wound had entirely healed.

The long, dry grass, eaten in considerable quantities,

become so matted together that it cannot pass into the

gizzard. If the hen is not relieved, the mass will sour in

the crop and eventually produce death.

The operation is easily performed, and, with proper care,

rarely fails of success.

Mansfield Valley, Pa. F. R. W.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA EXHIBITION.
And now Pittsburg takes the lead. The extremelj' liberal

premium list, together with the guarantee to pay all pre-

miums in full, made and oft'ered by the Western Pennsyl-

vania Poultry Society, was undoubtedly a great inducement

to breeders and fanciers to send their stock to the above-

named Society's annual exhibition, which took place in Pitts-

burg, January 12th to 18th, inclusive, and proved a decided

success ; in fact, it reminded us of the big shows held in

Horticultural Hall and Concert Hall, under the au.^pices of

the Pennsylvania State Society, and when Wade, Herstine,

H. H. G. Sharpless, John Clapp, Churchman, and the rest

of the big boys were in full blast.

As it will be of little interest to your readers to know
how we made the journey, we will simply say, that on

leaving the cars of the Pennsylvania Railroad, at Pittsburg,

we proceeded directly to Blair's and took breakfast (Blair's

is a good place for a hungry man to get his breakfast), from

thence we made our way directly to the old City Hall, where

the exhibition was held, and which, by the way, is undoubt-

edly one of the best, if not the best, hall for exhibition

purposes in the United States, it being commodious and

well lighted from both sides.

As the Executive Committee of this society are old hands

at the show business, the arrangements were complete, and

the accommodations aiforded the visitors to view the fowls,

etc., all that could be desired. It might truly be said that

the Brahmas were a show of themselves, as the Light Brah-

mas were represented by fifty-four coops, and contained

many really meritorious birds. Where such strong classes

are shown, we think a fourth, fifth, and even a sixth pre-

mium would be advisable ; otherwise many good birds remain

unnoticed in the awards. Dark Brahmas mustered twenty-

seven coops. The first premium pair of fowls were very

fine, the cock especially so ; the second was also good. The
third prize hen was a grand bird, winning special, and, had

she been well mated, would undoubtedly taken first. The
first prize pair of Dark Brahma chicks were also very supe-

rior birds, the pullet being one of the best we ever saw.

Second and third were also fine. Of Bufl' Cochins, there

were fourteen coops shown, but scarcely a good bird in the

lot, many of the hens being mealy or marbled, and not of

that pure, even color so desirable in Buffs. Partridge

Cochins, fifteen coops ; many of them were really first-cla.ss

specimens. Black Cochins, six coops ; a majority of the

birds in this class were out of condition and hardly up to

the average. White Cochins, eight coops ; some very fine

birds shown. Pea-comb Partridge Cochins, one coop.

Games were well represented by Black-reds, Brown-reds,

etc., being thirty-two coops in all. Hamburgs were all good

classes, and were said to contain some of the best specimens

ever seen in this country, all varieties being shown, to the

number of thirty-six coops. Leghorns, mostly White and
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Brown, seventeen coops, about the average in quality. The

display of Spanish was small, four coops only.

The display of water fowl was very good, comprising fif-

teen coops of Geese, containing fine specimens of Hong

Kong, Toulouse, and Bremen. Of Ducks, there were

eighteen coops of Rouen, Aylesbury, etc. Turkeys were

few, five coops only. Bantams, forty coops, comprising

Bliick, Brown-red, and Pyle Game, also Black African, etc.

Twelve coops of Polish fowls were also shown in their

respective classes, which we omitted to mention in the

proper place. The Pigeon department was small, compared

with Baltimore, but the one hundred and thirty-nine entries

shown would have been greatly missed by their numerous

admirers. Upon the stage we noticed a beautiful pair of

Fawns, several pairs of Rabbits, and Ferrets.

One of the chief attractions of the exhibition was the

display of pure-bred Dogs, which was quite a creditable

one, and comprised some forty-three entries of Setters,

Pointers, Terriers, etc.

To Messrs. Shannon, Elben, Wotring, Miller, Cooke, and

others, who did much to make our visit a pleasant one, we

are especially grateful. W. E. Flowek.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

SOUTHERN TIER POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

Friend Wade:
The Southern Tier Poultry Association have just closed

their second annual exhibition. The visitors to our hall,

when they looked over the five hundred entries, exclaimed,

" This surely is a success." Evidently we occupy a central

point, and if we proceed to incorporate, as we propose to

do, there are few places that can hold the stock that will be

entered.

As I was not an exhibitor I made it in my way to bo with

the judges quite often, of whom too much cannot be said in

their praise. I believe Charles H. Crosby and J. Y. Bick-

nell have acted impartially, and judged the specimens upon

their merits alone. Their task was no easy one—awarding

a prize to a pair after figuring the single birds was unpleas-

ant for them in some cases, viz. : a Dark Brahma cockerel

was in a coop with a pullet of so much poorer grade that

they took third premium, whereas, if the pullet had been

better, or equally as good as the cockerel, they would easily

have taken first. Here we have an argument in favor of

single-bird premium and awards, and I hope all societies

will come to the rule, and subsequent premium lists will be

issued accordingly. I take the liberty of appending the

judges' report, to show how competent gentlemen look upon

our efforts. Such approbation in a great measure compen-

sates for the anxiety and labor it has cost to reach our pres-

ent standing.

To the President and Associate Officers of the

Southern Tier Poultry Association.

Gentlemen: In submitting our report, we have the

satisfaction to state that we were happily disappointed in

finding many more birds than we had anticipated, the qual-

ity of which would do credit to any locality. In view of

this fact, our labors have been much more irksome
;
yet, if

we have done justice to the exhibition, we feel fully com-

pensated for our services. If errors in judgment have been

made, we are confident that they will be attributed to the

difficulties attending us, rather than any intent on our part.

The courtesy we have received from officers and members
of the society is appreciated, and you have our best wishes

for your future success. Very respectfully,

J. T. Bicknell,

Big Flats, Chemung Co., Jan. 11, 1876. C. H. CroSBT.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.
Friend Wade:

I crave your indulgence for this time only, while I state

a few facts "to all whom it may concern," leaving the

bandying of epithets to Superintendent Snow, and others of

that ilk. I know whereof I speak, and my statements can

be substantiated by hundreds of visitors, as well as exhib-

itors, at the fair in Brockton, Mass. No one disputes that

the show of poultry and pigeons was a fine one ; due credit

having been given the committee for their untiring efiTorts

in calling out so fine a display. The premium lists were

scattered far and wide, every inducement being offered to

fanciers to bring their stock to the exhibition. True, they

did not say, as far as possible the premiums should be awarded

to Brockton people, " without fear or favor " (which proved

to be the case, thus substantiating, in one respect, the

" tickle me and I'll tiekle you " statement), and in conse-

quence, fanciers from all the region around gathered their

choice birds and took them to the fair, expecting justice

would be done. The " limited amount of money " must have

been very unequally distributed, with a good deal of favor,

if without the fear, since I heard one exhibitor of pigeons

(a Brockton gentleman, and I think, one of the committee)

say he had been awarded forty dollars in premiums. Mr.

Snow is right regarding the arduous labors of the judges,

for they were all of two days in getting the premium cards

tacked to the winning coops ; but I beg to reiterate my
statement, concerning the judging having been accomplished

in five hours, as I have the authority of a gentleman who
was with them from the time they commenced till they

had finished. Again, Mr. Snow says :
" I heard no complaint

from any exhibitor." Had all the exhibitors been aware

he was so sorely stricken (with deafness as well as blindness),

there would, in all probability, have been more charity

manifested ; but as there are none so blind as those who
will not see, or so deaf as those who will not hear, he must
have been classed with these unfortunates. Complaints

were rife on every hand, in other departments as well as

that of poultry and pigeons, and I will state here (to show
the favor), though irrelevant to the subject in hand, that a

lady counted the premiums awarded to specimens of breed,

and found that out of fourteen awards twelve went to Brock-

ton ladies. Whatever the Brockton Agricultural Fair is to

Brockton people, it appears to have been a very evident

" fraud " to parties outside. I refer Mr. Snow, and "to all

whom it may concern," to the sharp criticisms in the Bos-

ton papers.

Philander Williams was heard to remark: ''This is the

best show I ever saw at a county fair." This is the first inti-

mation Plymouth County people have had, that their fair,

which is always held on their grounds at Bridgewater, and
which had been held two weeks previously, had been trans-

ferred to Brockton. Mr. Williams usually attends the

county fair, and knows where it is held, and though he

expressed his opinion freely to me, he did not intimate that

he was attending a county fair.
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Gould Mr. Snow have rp.fnted the statements made in my
communication of Novemher 4th, it is natural to suppose he

would have done so in his " maiden effort," but he has not

even attempted an explanation. His object appears to be

to shield the judges and committee (which he may have

done), by hiding them under the mantle of "Esquire,"

but it is not every good Esquire that is a competent judge

of poultry and pigeons. I heard a gentleman, a noted

breeder and a large exhibitor, say :
" I would not like to

employ those judges to buy fowls for me." This does not

look as though the judging was impartial, or the judges

competent. So far from being one of " those dissatisfied,

growling exhibitors," I was awarded a number of premiums

that I little expected, after learning the direction in which

the tide was turning. Being one of those old fogies who
believe in awarding premiums to the " best specimens,

without fear or favor," I took up the cudgel in their defence,

and exposed the frauds I saw practiced. Hopeful.
Plymouth Co., Mass., January 12, 1876.

SpOF^JSjViA^i'l'i' LEf=;\F^JlVIEfJ7

(For F.anciers' Journal.)

THE DROPPER AGAIN,
I HAVE just read " Greenhorn's " last communication to

the department, and would like to say a few words in cor-

roboration of " Vic's " statement. Two years ago I bought

a pup out of one of the best known Irish Setter sluts in this

vicinity by a Spanish Pointer. I broke him to the house or

rather " house broke " him, and from his actions concluded

that I had better get rid of him. While I was looking for a

purchaser I took him into the field for the first time, with

a thorough-bred Pointer slut that I had. His work in the

field did not .^uit me, and I was still more determined to get

rid of him. When he wasaj'earold I found a man willing to

exchange a Red Irish three months old dog for him, and he

went. From his hands he went into those of a professional

hunter, and the discussion between the merits of the "drop-

per " and thorough-bred for sporting purposes having arisen,

I determined to keep sight of him and two others of the

litter, in order to see how they turned out. Last spring I

went to see him work on snipe, he was working consider-

ably better than when I had last seen him, giving evidence

of a remarkable nose, but still a little unsteady. The party

that owns him wanted me to come up in the fall and bring

my setter (at that time in the hands of a well-known train-

er), and he thought he would be able to work against and
beat him. I took my dog into the woods for two weeks'

steady work and then went to try the dogs. To say that I

was overmatched is a mild way of putting it; the dropper

has come to be the best dog I ever shot over ; in his quar-

tering and point he is simply perfect. He made one point

on a woodcock that we paced oflffrom his stand to the " white-

wash," and made it forty-eight feet. He says he is the best

dog he ever saw. I oiFered him my setter (which I had re-

fused $100 for repeatedly) and $.50 besides, but he says

" no, I thank you." Two others of the litter have turned

out well, a little heady, but no more so than scores of

thorough-breds I have seen. No one will dispute " Green-

horn's" declaration as to the value of the produce of the

dropper. But let me ask him how much the average sports-

man cares for breed, provided he is a good worker in the

bush? Of course if a man owns a good bitch he would not

like to have her served by any but a good dog (by good I

mean thorough-bred), and the progency of the pair would

bring better prices than if otherwise, even if they turned out

good for nothing ; but the average man that owns a good

worker in the bush, don't care if he be dropper or thorough-

bred.
Ah Si>-

BosTON, January 15, 1876.

(For Fanciers' Journal.')

THE ADVENTURES OF A POT-HUNTER.
(Continued from page 7.)

"Paul','' he whispered, so faintly that I had to place my
ear to his mouth in order to catch the words, "Paul, I'm

more resigned, I feel I'm going," and he was gone for a

third time. More mud and water until he came to.

"Good bye, Paul," he continued, when he became once

more conscious, "I know you didn't mean to shoot me;

I'll forgive you. Take good care of Ketchem, and don't

let Billy McGruel take Maria Dumpling to the circus.

Good bye," and he was unconscious again. I left him lying

unconscious on the ground, and hastily returned to the vil-

lage to spread the story.

About du.sk. Eureka came sneaking through the village

(he could not get home without coming through it), an

object pitiful to behold. He, as I afterwards learned, had

remained in the woods .all day, still believing himself to be

mortally wounded, alternately swooning and reviving. He
accounted for my absence by believing I had gone to the

village for aid. So, hour after hour went by, I returned

not, and he died not, when he began to suspect a joke, and,

in feeling for the supposed wound, found himself to be un-

injured.

Of course, for weeks " I-have-found-it " was the butt of

the village. Every night, after the sun had sunk in the

west, I would see Mr. Clam dodging about the banks of

wood which stood in front of my father's house, watching

for me. One night he caught me and administered such a

thrashing as eased his mind ; afterwards we were as good

friends as ever. The diabolical plot against Ketchem was

never hatched.

During all the time I w.'ts perfecting myself in shooting

cats on the wing. Eureka Clam was my brother-in-arms.

Together we practiced, and after practicing, together we

stole the bottle of whisky—imported from Smith's Island

—

secreted in the wood-banks by Than Estmonj-, the drunken

village cobbler. Why we did this I cannot say, for neither

of us liked the taste of the fluid ; but then it was sportsman-

like, I suppose. Eureka had a gun now, which he said he

traded with an old Jew peddler, giving Ketchem, the part-

Chinee, for the gun, though the peddler declared he

(Eureka) gave him fifteen dollars for the gun and two
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dollars beside to taire the dog away. The last I saw of the

part-Chinee were the Jew and he going up the dusty road.

He had a cord around his neck, at the end of which the

Jew, perspiring and swearing horribly, was tugging, while

Ketchem tugged at the other, enlivening the scene with

heart-rending howls. The two slowly vanished out of

sight and were lost forever.

Chapter IV.—In which the Pot-hunter

marshes.

i gunning on the salt-

By constant practice I so perfected myself in the art of

shooting that there was scarcely a cat upon my father's

premises which did not bear marks of my skill—broken

legs, eyes knocked out, flesh torn ott'. In fact, matters

came to such a pa.ss that the cats holding their nightly

revels on the roof of our barn, "making night hideous,"

adjourned to the barns of Deacon Lang, because of the fear-

ful ravages made in the ranks of the serenaders.

The night after the mutilated cats migrated to the barns

of Deacon Lang, he came down to the store and, lighting

his corn-cob pipe, turned to Doctor Hoop, the village physi-

cian, and said :

" Well, I vum. Doctor, I've heerd of its raining frogs

and fishes and sich-like, but I'm tetotally struck dumb if it

haint rained cats down around my barn ! Jist before dark

I went out to water the old mare, and, so goodness help mo !

if the roof of the barn wasn't covered with cats ; and sich

lookin' critters ! You ought to seed 'em. 'Pears as if they

were strick by lightnin' when they was all together in

a heap. Can you account for it, Doctor ?"

The doctor leaned his chin on the head of his cane for a

few minutes, and then began a learned explanation of the

phenomenon : how these cats had been encircled by a

whirlwind, perhaps many hundred miles distant, and

brought here and depo^^ited on the deacon's barn by this

same whirlwind.

At the close of this scientific e.xplanation, the doctor

glared around at the crowd of open-mouthed rustics, ready

to annihilate by logical arguments the reckless person who
would dare to break a lance with him. I laughed in my
sleeve at the lengthy explanation of such a simple thing.

(To be continued.)

I J E |W S.

A HEN at New City has been sitting for three weeks on a

porcelain nest-egg. Her owner lets her have her own way
and is anxiously awaiting the result. He wants to ascertain

whether her persistency will come to naught, or whether
she will hatch a set of crockery.

" If God," said Lessing, " held all truth shut in His
right hand, and in His left nothing but the restless instinct

for truth, though with the condition of forever and ever
erring, and should say to me—Choose I I would bow rever-

ently to His left hand, and say, Father, give I Pure truth

is for Thee alone 1"

It might be well to lemind our readers that the Scientific

American will contain illustrations and descriptions of all

new inventions in machinery, engraving, chemistry, etc.,

exhibited at the Centennial, besides containing nearly every-
thing new in animal and plant life. $3.20 will be well in-

vested in the Scientific Americmi for 1876.

A Boston firm having recently written to a debtor two

or three times, without eliciting any response, sent a letter

asking if there was not a little lack of " commercial cour-

tesy " in his neglect to reply. Promptly, by the return

mail, came a check for the account and the terse and com-

prehensive reply: "No lack of commercial courtesy, but a

lack of circulating medium here."

A GENTLEMAN in Chicago noticed a pigeon entangled

in some string on a tree so that it could not extricate itself.

A number of boys were throwing stones at it, but the kind

man rebuked them for their cruelty and drove them away.

Then he got a ladder and tenderly took the frightened, flut-

tering little creature in his hand, and the next day he ob-

served that it made one of the best pies he had ever eaten.

" YoTJ see, grandma, we -perforate an aperture in the

apex, and a corresponding aperture in the base; and by

applying the egg to the lips and forcibly inhaling the breath,

the egg is entirely discharged of its contents." " Bless my
soul," cried the old lady, " what improvements they do

make. Now, in my young days, we just made a hole in

both ends and sucked."

A Western editor, on entering his office and seeing his

apprentice boy cutting up .some queer caper, called to him :

"Jim, what are you doing on the floor?"

" Why, sir, I have had a shock."

" A shock ?"

" Yes, sir."

" What kind of a shock ?"

"Why, sir," said the lad, gasping, "one of your sub-

scribers came in during your absence, said he owed for two

years' subscription, paid it, and also paid another year in

advance."

Schneider Tomatoes.—Schneider is very fond of toma-

toes. Schneider has a friend in the country who raises

"garden sass, and sich." Schneider had an invitation to

visit his friend last week, and regale himself on his favorite

vegetable. His friend Pfeiffer being busy negotiating with

a city produce dealer on his arrival, Schneider thought he

would take a stroll in the garden, and see some of his favor-

ites in their pristine beauty. We will let him tell the

rest of his story in his own language.

"Veil, I valks shust a liddle vhile roundt, vhen I sees

some of dose dermarters, vot vas so red und nice as I nefer

dit see any more, und I dinks I vill put mineself outside

about a gouble a tozen, shust to geef me a liddle abberdite

vor dinner. So I bulls ofi' von ov der reddest und pest look-

in' of dose dermarters und takes pooty good pite out ov dot,

und vas chewing it oup pooty guick, vhen—by shiminy I—

I

dort I hat a peese of red-hot goals in mine mout, or vas

chewing oup dwo or dree bapers of needles ; und I velt so

pad, already, dot mine eyes vas vool of tears ; und I mate

vor an 'olt oken bucket,' vot I see hangin' in der veil, as I

vas goomin' along.

" Shust den mine vriend Pfeiffer game oup und ask me

vot mate me veel .so pad, und if any of mine vamilj- vas

dead. I dold him dot I vas der only von ov der vamily dot

vas pooty sick ; und den I ask him vot kind of dermarters

dose vas vot I hat shust peen bicking ; und, mine cracious I

how dot landsman laughft, und said dot dose \&s,redbeppera

dot he vas rasing for bepper-sauce. You pet my life I vas

mat. I radder you geef me feefty tollars as to eat some

more ov dose bepper-sauce dermarters.

—

Ghas. F. Adams.
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THE POULTRY ORGAN

Has ceased its monthly visits for the present ; cause, in-

sufficient support. We regret this, although the field is well

supplied with poultry journals. Had the times been better,

Mr. Day would no doubt have received the support he

justly deserved. We feel guilty of neglect in not noticing

the Organ more, but overwork is our only excuse for this

as well as other shortcomings in our editorial department.

A NEAT LITTLE CIRCULAR.

Egbert J. Holmes, of Watertown, N. Y., sends us a

neat little four-page circular devoted to pure-bred Game
fowls and Long-faced or Homing Antwerps, also wooden

nest bowls. It is very evident that Mr. Holmes appreciates

the value of the weekly Fanciers' Journal, as one-fourth of

his circular is devoted to it, and for which he has our sin-

cere thanks. All fanciers who desire to make customers for

their surplus stock will do well to follow his example.

ILLUSTRATED BOOK OE PIGEONS.

Part 21, just received, containing, as usual, two large

colored plates of Trumpeters and Plying Tumblers, as fol-

lows: Black, Black-mottled, and White Trumpeters. The
Tumblers are Rose-wing or Black-mottled, Red-mottled,

a»d Yellow-mottled. The letter-press describes the Damas-
cenes and Capuchins, English compared with the Scotch

Fantail, and concludes with the Trumpeter, giving " Points

in Judging " for the same.

Me. John Schofield, of this city, whose advertisement

will be found in our columns, has been a breeder of Ham-
burgs at least sixty years. Over sixty years ago he was a

breeder of Aylesbury ducks. He certainly cannot be classed

as a fickle man. One year ago we published his obituary

notice, but the old gentleman thought we had better post-

pone that matter until some indefinite time after the Cen-

tennial.

GOOD BREEDS OF POULTRY

Are now so common around us, and the varieties in this

country are to be had so readily, in all the Eastern, North-

ern, and Western States, in such abundance (as may be dis-

covered by consulting the advertising columns of the Fan-

ciers' Journal weekly), that it seems hardly worth while to

discuss the question of crossing for the improvement of fowls

in the hands of most fanciers at the present day ; and yet,

scarcely a day passes that we are not appealed to verbally,

or by letter, to give our ideas as to " what are the best varie-

ties of chickens to cross for general usefulness and profit? "

To the farmers or poulterers who need to make a good market,

and raise birds simply for eggs and for fattening, a first cross

is just as well with any kind of full-blooded fowl, no doubt,

for a term, provided care is taken in the subsequent annual

selections of the stock they make for future operations from

among that crossing. But we do not favor this practice, as

a general rule anyway. If we try any of the popular breeds

of the day, now current among us, whether we choose the

Asiatics or the lesser-sized birds, we shall find that all well-

bred varieties have their peculiar advantages, which, in one

way or another, commend them each to the notice of the

breeder. Some have great size to recommend them, others

will give you more eggs in a season, a third species will

mature earlier for roasters or boilers, and others will prove

non-sitters, or good mothers for hatching purposes. These

for the fancier.

When the farmer or poulterer comes to inquire about what

may answer his purpose best, we say again that certain

crosses (for eggs and marketing only) may be indulged in,

and the greater expense of stocking one's yards with scores

or hundreds of purely-bred chickens, of any kind, is avoided

by accepting the crosses, or, with a few pure birds at the

outset, making the cross to suit his own taste or wishes in

this direction.

We believe that purely-bred fowls are the best in any

case, but the price of prime stock is still kept so high that

farmers and small chicken-raisers cannot supply themselves

with the popular leading kinds, in any quantity, without

becoming subjected to a heavy tax when they wish to change

their stock, and for this reason they content themselves, as

yet, with putting in a fresh male bird or two, annually, or

adding a trio or half a dozen of the better classes to their

flocks, and crossing the latter upon their common or previ-

ously half-bred birds. If this plan is found necessary to be

adopted for economy's sake, then we can say that in our

judgment the best crosses to try are the medium-sized male

birds of any variety upon the Brahmas or Asiatic hens.

For a cross with half-breeds, or common fowls, the pure

Brahma or Cochin cock, of either color, upon the ordinary

hen is the best. For a choice of breeds to cross upon Asi-

atics, or full half-breeds of the larger class of hens, the

Dominique, Leghorn, or Spanish cock is valuable. But the

first cross produced through any of these experiments will
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give you tho best specimens. Select these of both sexes and

breed them buck the second year to the pure-blooded fowls.

Then, alternate from year to year, always choosing the best

young stock you raise in size, form, and color, and you may

keep up very fair lots of poultry for marketing purposes,

strictly, at moderate cost for your stock.

WJEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to tMs dtipariment respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—Albino Squikrel.—Mr. J. C. Long, Jr., of this city,

has just received from Mississippi an albino squirrel of

the red species, which is remarkably tame. It is the tirst

one of the kind we ever saw. Some two years ago we
bought a piebald squirrel of this variety fronj Mr. Colburn,

of Boston. This was very nicely marked, the red color pre-

dominating over the white.

—A Sparrow Incidknt.—A sparrow became ice-bound

in a water-spout, in this city, on the 5th of February, and
its struggles and scratching attracted the lady of the house

and several neighbors, who set to work with a broomstick

and beat the spout until its load of ice was all extracted,

when the liberated bird flew otT as unconcernedly as if it

had not met with an unusual experience.

—Flounders.—Your genial correspondent, E. S. S., asks

if the flounder belongs to the Pleuroneciidm. It does

;

genus Plaiessa. The common flounder (Plaicssa plana) is

the finest of all our flat-tish for the table. The English
flounder is the Plewonectes fesus. Both of the above have
the eyes on the right side, but the Plaiessa oblonga and the

Platessa siellaio have the eyes on the left. There have been
one or two instances where the eyes have been placed one ou
each side of the head, but they have been considered as

merely simple variations from the ordinary law. Is this

what E. S. S. means by the eyes of the flounder changing
places? If not, will that writer please " rise to explain?"
—HUON.

—HuoN sineerel}' thanks bis friend, J. M. McCann, for his

invitation to spend a few days with him where the pheas-
ants, hares, and squirrels, are plenty—because he has spent
much time in, and has ever found

"A pleasure in the pathless woods ''

"And a rapture oa the lonely shore—

"

Though his friend McC. seems to think he has spent too

many hours over books. Huon does not wish to take up
our mutual friend the Fanciers' pages with a woriiy contro-
versy about hares, rabbits, and squirrels. He was merely
endeavoring, respectfully, to correct a popular error, and
for that purpose quoted what he supposed to be good author-
ity. Since J. M. McCann has given the invitation to

pheasant shooting, will he please state where the pheasant
is to be found, seeing that all the Phaslanidae belong to the
old world? I presume it is the ruflied Grouse (Bonasa
umbelius), called "partridge" in New England, and pheas-
ant in the Middle States, that you mention in your kind
invitation, friend McCann.

CoF^F^ESpOfJDEfJCE.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, A. P. A.

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Ameri-
can Poultry Association, convened at Chicago this day, the

following members being present: C. A. Sweet, President,

J. M. Lambing, Daniel Allen, I. K. Felch, E. L. Lamb,
P. Williams, A. C. Williams, J. Y. Bicknell.

The Secretary being absent, on motion, J. Y. Bicknell

was appointed Secretary pro tern. The following named
fanciers made application for membership in the A. P. A.,

and were duly elected: N. W. Barnes, H. H. Rosa, A. Lowe,
E. M. Teal, W. W. Corbett, Chicago, 111.; W. H. Wood-

ward, Hyde Park, 111. ; Fred. W. Byers, Lena, 111.
;
J. T.

Comings, Tuscola, 111.; J. Brown Taylor, Freeport, III.
;

J. W. Clinton, Geo. Butters, Polo, 111. ; F. Eichardson,

Springfield, 111.
;
Thos. Mason, Jacksonville, 111.

;
John T.

Boyden, J. S. Hilscher, Lincoln, 111. ; B. N. Pierce, Corn-

ing, Iowa; Peter Schoen, John Miller, Milwaukee, Wis.

On motion, adjourned. J. Y. Bicknell,
Chicago, III., January 25, 1876. Secretary pro tern.

Mr. Wade.
Dear Sir: Can any of your many readers inform me

through your paper if that Silver-penciled cock that was

disqualified at the fair held at Doylestown was the same that

took the first and special premium at the fair held at Assem-

bly Buildings, in Philadelphia, in December last, and oblige

Yours respectfully,

Oakdale, February 5, 1876. James TaylOR.

the exchange column.
Mr. Editor:

Your exchange column is the first that I look at in the

Jou7-nal. Some seem to find fault with you if all their ex-

changes nro not satisfactory. No doubt there is much
reason for fault finding, but when they find fault with you

I think they are barking up the wrong tree. I have made

an exchange with a man that is editor or publisher of a

poultry paper in New York. The Angora rabbits he sent

me were the meanest things I ever saw in the shape of rab-

bits. One of them died soon after getting here. I have

written him, but got no answer, and suppose all I have to

do is to grin and bear it.

I think it would be a good plan to have, in connection

with your exchange column, a column where any one, by

paying twenty-five cents, could give the name of any one

they are displeased or pleased with in exchanging.

M. S. Chapman.

CORRECTIOir.
Mr. Jos. M. Wade.
In my report of the National Exhibition, page 50, No. 5,

" ten incubators " should read " two artificial incubators."

Febeuaky 7, 1876. J. Y. Bicknell.

SlW^LL PeJ DEp^F^TPflErJT
AND TOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(Reported for Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
Philadelphia, for the week ending February 12, 1876.

1 Mink [Putorius vison). Presented by E. Maaon & Son,

Philadelphia.

1 Great Kangaroo [Macropus major). Born in the Garden.

1 Crow (Corvus Americanus). Presented by Master A.

Mallock, Philadelphia.

1 Opossum [Didelphys Virginiatius). Presented by Robert

Ferguson, Jr., Merion Square, Pa.

1 *Lioness and 2 Whelps (Felts Leo). Purchased.

1 Kocky Mountain Rat (Neotomu cinerea). Presented by

Capt. John Evans, bark "Sam Sheppard," Philadel-

phia. Huon.

*This is an extra fine specimen of the lion tribe, and is the mother of

the two cubs which have grown up in the Garden, known as Daniel

Boone and Simon Kenton—so named on account of their having been

born while their mother was on a traveling tour through Kentucky.
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(For Fanciers' .Tournal.)

"ZOO" NOTES.—No. 12.

BY nuoN.

ZEBUS AND YAKS.

Among the latest arrivals at the Zoo, is a specimen of

each of the above bovines, and as they have been seldom

seen hero, a word or two about them we hope will be ac-

ceptable to the readers of Fanciei-s'.

The Zebu (Bos I)idictis).—ln the East Indies there exist

many singular and distinct species of horned animals, the

most remarkable of which is, perhaps, the celebrated Brah-

minic bull of the family Zebu, sacred to the Hindoos, under

their holy protection, and to swear by the "horns" of

which is the most binding oath a Brahmin can take. This

bull is a heavy, indolent, phlegmatic animal, with pendu-

lous ears, a hump on the shoulders, and a dewlap of solid

fat, which never, even under the terrible heat of an Indian

sun, is known tc melt or perspire. Of this family the beau-

tiful little hump-hacked cow, now in the Zoo Carnivora

house, is a member.

The home of the Zebu may be in China, Persia, Arahia,

India, or along the east coast of Africa, for in all those

places it is found. It is only by the Hindoos, however, that

it is held sacred, who consider it a sin to kill one, though it

does not degrade them to make them work. In the streets

of Calcutta, Zebus may be seen at all times, wandering with

the greatest liberty, eating the rice, grain, and flour of the

storekeeper, without "let or hindrance," as it would be

contrary to Hindoo religion, as well as statute law, to pre-

vent the sacred animals from taking food and pleasure

wherever they can be found.

The Zebu is a quiet and intelligent animal, and, in its

thoroughly domesticated state, does good service to the peo-

ple of India in various ways. It does not possess much speed,

but in harness it draws the plow, or a heavily-laden wagon,

with steadinesss a great distance; while it will carry a rider

Zebu-back fifteen hours in a day at the rate of six miles

per hour. At jumping, the Zebu is good. It has been

known to clear a five-rail fence to obtain water, and, having

satisfied its thirst, to leap back again into its pasture. It is

only known in a domesticated state, and happy is it for the

animal that it bears a charmed life among the weak and

superstitious people, the Hindoos; e.?pecially for the bull,

as it is forbidden by law to take one of them out of the

country. A bull, however, did arrive here in 1861, in spite

of the law. Its mother gave birth to it on the passage across

the Atlantic, and both were exhibited in Boston in 1861

and 1862, though what became of them eventually, I am
unable to say.

The Yak (Bison gruyiniens).—In Central Asia, and

among the mountains of Thibet, the Yak has a home. He
is a near relation of the Zebu, and though not held sacred,

or in any manner venerated, is capable of quite as high a

state of domestication. As the Yak is found only near the

line of perpetual snows, nature has provided it with a cover-

ing of hair, long, soft, and thick. Strong and sure-footed,

the Yak is very valuable to the wandering Tartars, who
have domesticated it into a beast of burden, and who pas-

ture it from place to place, according to the pitching of

their tents.

Of its hair ropes and tents are made ; excellent butter

from the milk, which butter is kept good in skins and blad-

ders for a whole year,—(certainly Yak butter would have

pleased Dr. Johnson, who is said to have despised that

article unless it was rancid),—and jackets of the skin. The
tail, set in a costly handle, is prized throughout India,

where it is called a " chowrie."—as a fly brush,—while the

Chinese dye it red and wear it for a hat ornament. In

some parts of India the.se red-tails are carried before certain

officers of state, the number of tails indicating the rank of

the individual.

The Yak is a good carrier, but he does not like too heavy

a load, and when such is the case, he vents his displeasure

at it by a most melancholy grunt,—(hence his scientific

title, grunniens),—-which has been known to affect the

nerves of unpracticed riders to such an extent that they

have dismounted, preferring to perform their journey on

foot rather than listen to the doleful and lugubrious chant

of the grunting Yak.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

LONGEVITY IN ANIMALS.
HY ,7AM KS S. BAILEY, M.D.

lu reading the article by Huon (Zoo Notes, No. 8) upon

the subject of longevity, I was much interested, as really I

am in perusing all the papers from the pen of this talented

author. But allow me to add a few well-authenticated facts

in reference to the longevity of some of the brute family.

The horse, for instance, lives to a much greater age, occa-

sionall}', than is supposed. The writer has seen several

horses whose ages were over thirty years, which were

as active and sprightly as colts. Two of them belonged to

a practicing physician, and had been used by him under

the saddle for upwards of twenty-five years.

A writer from " the Hub " remarks, " Twenty-nine years

ago last spring a horse was brought from Vermont to Bos-

ton for sale, being then eleven or twelve years old. Strange

as it may appear, that horse is still living, now forty or

forty-one years of age. He was purchased at that time by

the late Cyrus Keed, of Lexington, and is now owned by

his son, John Reed, one mile from the Lexington depot.

Notwithstanding his great age, he has been most wonder-

fully preserved and is able to perform light work, and is

often seen on the road working as faithfully as he did a

quarter of a century ago."

A correspondent of the New York Post writes, that " Mr.

Richard Jeft'ers, the proprietor of a horse-shoeing establish-

ment in West Thirteenth Street, near Fifth Avenue, in

this city, owns a farm near Annadale, Staten Island,

where he has in his stables a bay gelding which he says he

has owned for twenty-five years, and that he bought him

from a Staten Island farmer who had owned him twenty

years and who says the horse was ten years old when he

bought him. Here is a record of fifty-five years, and the

horse now, as you stand in front of him, has the appear-

ance of a hale and vigorous animal, with bright, intelligent

eyes and a prospect of many years of life and usefulness.

Mr. Jefl'ers drives him before an ordinary road-wagon to

and from the Annadale Station of the Staten Island Rail-

road, at a good trot, and the writer has seen the horse and

ridden behind him within the last two months. If the

account be correct, this horse was venerable in years before

the Lexington 'oldest horse in the world ' was foaled."

A valued friend—the Rev. Father Noethen—has in his

possession a ring-neck dove, which he has owned for nine-

teen years, and which up to this writing is wonderfully
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prolific and as sprightly as when young. He also states

that he has known one specimen to live to the age of thirty

years.

The domestic goose sometimes attains very great age.

Some time ago a statement was made in u paper that

geese frequently live to be very old, and at the same time a

record was given of one who had attained the age of one

hundred and twenty-eight years.

Mrs. Colrose now owns a canary which she has had in

her possession thirteen years. It was an old bird when it

flow from some cage in the vicinity in her window. She

has another, which she reared, which has passed its

twenty-first year, and from appearances may live much

longer.

(For Fanciers' Jouroal.)

PHEASANTS,
There are two familifs of birds in the Zoological Garden,

Philadelphia, which, for their graceful forms and gorgeous

plumage, receive special attention and consequent admira-

tion, namely: The Golden Pheasant [Thaiimalia picta) and

the Silver Pheasant (Qallophalis vycthemerus). The bril-

liancy and variety of the plumage of the golden pheasant

is beyond description. The silver pheasant, while not .so

graceful in shape, or so brilliant in color, is still a very

beautiful bird and a very powerful one, being quite a match

for the best game chicken ihat ever wore a spur or fought a

battle without one. Both these birds are natives of China,

where they form a common article of food.

Of pheasants proper, there is quite a large family, tlie

origin of which was somewhere in Asia Minor. It has

been introduced in most European countries, where it has

been thoroughly acclimatized. Its beautiful plumage, grace-

ful shape, and delicate flesh has, in all places, made it a great

favorite. Strange to say that America does not produce a

single one, though we often bear of "pheasant shooting"

in the Middle and Northern Stales ; it is a kind of partridge,

however, that is hunted.

The common pheasant of Europe [Fhasanius cUchicus),

introduced there from the east coast of the Black Sea, is

thought to be the only pheasant which could be turned to

good account in America, and that would thrive only in the

temperate regions. The ring-necked pheasant (Phasanius

torguaius) is subject to worms in the neck, throat, and wind-

pipe, which chokes it to death if not properly attended to.

The most magnificent, in strange, varied, and brilliant

colors, of all the pheasants, is the Argus {Argus gigaitieus),

so called on account of the eye-like spots on the secondary

wing feathers, and which reminds one of the ill-fated Argus

of heathen mythology, who had eyes all over his body, only

two of which ever slept at one time. Ere long the Zoo
Society intend to place specimens of the most interesting of

these birds among the other rare collections in the garden,

when we shall have a good chance to study them.

Huo^'.

(For Fanciers* Journal.)

A FROG STORY.
" A FISH story never loses anything by being told often,"

but that is not the case with a frog story. Brother Wade,
I am something upon a " fish," even if 1 must be almost

drowned sometimes, or get an arm broken. I love it, and

who shall dare to chide me for going a fishing?

Judge W. and your humble servant a few years ago

armed themselves with a long bamboo rod and a short line, to

one end of which were attached four pike hooks tied by

their shafts, the barbs extending out as the four points of the

compass, a sinker tied about a foot above the hooks, hidden

by a red flannel butterfly.

We marched forth where frogs most do congregate, and

in a few hours we marched home with one hundred and forty-

three frogs that would have made any epicure leap for joy.

There is true joy in throwing the speckled trout from the

brook; in trolling the pike across a creek; in lifting the

the yellow bass from the river ; but no sport with rod and

line equals that of watching for frogs to bite.

Of course, you must first see your frog, then quietly " drop

him a line" with hooks and bait arranged as 1 have de-

scribed. Allow it to come within a foot or two of his

august presence, and slowly oscillate it in front of his

optics. He will swell up to the full extent of his ability,

his eyes will sparkle like diamonds (not the gem in the head

ofthetoadj, he will give a sharp—what shall I call it?

—

bark, I suppose, jump at the flannel butterfly, and fall upon

the hooks. This is genuine sport, and your game is not

riddled with shot and most frequently lost. The advantage

of this system is, that those who cannot draw a bead along

a shooting iron may have their share of this most delicious

flesh. I would like to show you how nice it is to bag a few

score of them when they are ripe again. Sam.

MRS. MAXWELL'S MUSEUM.
Mks. Maxwkll's museum, formerly of Boulder, has be-

come one of the institutions of Denver, and is now open to

the public, with its choice collection of birds, rare geologi-

cal specimens and Rocky Mountain animals, arranged with

an eye to the artistic effect, and so true to nature. At the

farther end of the room are caves in miniature, a good

representation of the Kocky Mountains, with deer and ante-

lope on the run, bears in ambush, and smaller animals ad

itifriUum. No one could show more taste and skill in

arranging an institution of this kind than Mrs. Maxwell,

who should have the patronage and support of the public.

—

Colorndo Farmer.

WOULDN'T BE EATEN.
It is a common, and, ajiparently, a plausible opinion, that

many small animals when brought face to face with a snake,

are so overcome with terror, or dazed b}' its cold, glittering

eye, as to lose all power of resistance, and fall an easy prey

to the destroyer. There are exceptions to this general rule,

as the following incident indicates :

A rat was destined, the other da}', as breakfast for a ser-

pent, in the Jardin des Plantes, at Paris, and was with this

purpose introduced into the cage of the reptile. It was

unquestionably the rat's duty, on being brought face to face

with the serpent, to have become fascinated, and to have

obeyed the instinct which is supposed to deliver " such small

deer " an unresisting prey to the destroyer. Par from ful-

filling the duty traditionally incumbent upon him, this dar-

ing innovator flew at the throat of the snake and bit it so

severely as to produce instant death, and a loss to the gar-

dens of about two thousand francs' worth of serpent. This

unexpected result has, however, had the good eflfeot of deter-

mining the managers of the Jardin des Plantes to feed their

reptiles on dead animals only, the " fascination theory " hav-

ing proved an utter failure.
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A LITTLE girl, having heard her father call her younger

brother " a little shaver," and desiring to use the expression,

could come no nearer to it than " O, you little barber shop I"

A LITTLE boy once brought me a wild bird for a present.

I took the little brown beauty in my hand and asl<ed, " What
kind of a bird is this?" " A black bird," said he. 1 said,

" I thought the black birds were black, but this is brown."
" That's because this one is a girl," said the boy.

I USED to have two little chickens, or, indeed a whole

brood of them ; but the others were claimed by my brothers

and sisters, so that only " Silver " and " Goosy " were con-

sidered really mine. Their mother died when they were

young, and we children took them under our care and made
pets of them ; and famous pets they were. They followed

us about, hopped up on our knees, and climbed on our

shoulders and heads. When they grew to be hens, they

liked still to be pets. Old " Goosj' " undertook once to have

some chicks of her own, and, before we knew it, had a great

store of eggs in her nest—as many as thirty or forty. She

used to let all the other hens come to her nest, and the more

they laid the more she tried to spread.

The funniest part of our experience with the pets was,

that one or two of them did not like nests like common
hens, but would steal into the house ; and, hopping up into

the girls' laps, would make nests of their aprons, and leave

a warm, white egg in them, talking to themselves, and mak-

ing low noises at first, till their feat had been accomplished,

when they would go off with a loud cackle. This went on

till one day an aspiring hen undertook to use the baby's

head, as it lay in the cradle, for a nest-egg, whereupon this

episode in a hen's life was closed.

Excf^y^NqEs.

J^' Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eightwords

describing and offering for Exchange only, will be allowed at 25

cents for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be

charged.

i^^ "To EXCHANGE FOR CASH " Or " GKEENBACKS," "WANTED A PUR-

CHASER," or "wanted AN OFFER," etc., etc., cannot under any circum-

stance be admitted to the Exchange or Want column.

-6®* No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with

25 cents.

ElilJAH I4OT, Box 33, East Meriden, Conn., will exchanga one
good Rifle—for a pair of Ferrets or offers. Also, twenty-five pairs of
White Mice, and two splendid Kickcl-plated Revolvers—for Pouters or
White Fiintails, Lop Rabbits, or offers.

FANCIER, French Hay, Hanover Co., Va., will exchange first-class

Light Brahmas, White Leghorns, or B. B. Red Games—for No. 1 Dark
Biahma hens or pullets.

FANCIER, French Hay, AMrginia, will exchange a beautiful Colt's

Pistol (seven shooter, new)—for a No. 1 trio Rouen Ducks. Must be
large and fine birds.

LESTER G. BIRDSET, Meriden, Conn., will exchange a pair
of very fine B. H. R. (iame Bautaras—for a pair of Lop-eared Rabbits, or
a pair of Faotails, any color, and one Smooth-head White Fan hen.

A. D. BINKERD, III.D., Miller's Eddy, Fa., will exchange sc

superior W. F. B. Spanish cockerels—for pullets, Light or Dark Brahu
Black or White Leghorns, or any good layers.

W, J. S-, Clingerlaud, N. Y., will exchange his whole flock of White
Leghorns and Houdans (fifteen pullets and four cockerels)—for Silver-

spangled Hamburg, Plymouth Rock, or Dark Brahma pullets. Must be
choice birds, as I keep none other.

W, H. JEFFRIES, Irwin Station, Pa., has two Ferrets (male and
female), five months old, to exchange for a good trio of Plymouth Rocks,
or three Gold-laced Bantam hens or pullets, to weigh not over twenty
ounces.

FRANKEIN KELEER «& BRO., Box 532, Newark, 0.. will
exchange one White Cochin and one Light Brahma cockerel (A-No.-l
birds)—for one pair young Rouen Ducks. Ducks must be good.

"W. H. JEFFRIES, Irwin Station, Pa., will exchange one Blue
Antwerp cock (imported) and a pair of Tumblers—for a first-class Black
Jacobin cock.

GEO. "W. SCHEFFER, No, 21 South Second St., Harrisburg, Pa.,
will exchange Golden Sebright hens, one Houdan cock, one Golden-
spangled Pheasant hen, and Tumbler Pigeons—for Angora Rabbits or
Fancy Pigeons. What offers? Speak quick.

BOX 474, Orange, N. J., has to exchange Partridge Cochins, White
Leghorns, Houdans, or Dark Brahmas—for a good, light single harness.

J. G. McKEEN, South Acworth, N. H., will exchange a good E.
flat Cornet, for a B. flat. Eggs from five varieties of fowls, and Seed
Potatoes—for Fancy Pigeons. Houdans—for Wright's new Poultry Book.
Stock good.

T. H. SPANN, Indianapolis, Ind., has to exchange one trioSilver-
spangU^d Hamburgs, choice birds—for a trio of White Leghorns. Must
be No. 1. ^__^_
WIEE. HAWET, P. O. Box 5, Hornellsville, N. Y., will exchange

one Nickel-plated Pistol, cost $4; one pair of Games (the cock is Earl
Derby and the hen Black-red)-for L. B. hens or pullets.

J. A. EAEDENSEAGER, Pillow, Dauphin Co., Pa., will ex-
change one Plymouth Rock cock (will be two years old next May)—for
Black Cochin cockerel, or White Cochin hen or pullet (each party to pre-
pay express charges), or offers.

P. JASON KEEEER, Box 545, Newark, O., will exchange four
Rabbit Hutches ; each hutch contains four separate boxes, each box and
bed-room is 20x26x48 inches, all wire fronts. The four hutches will
hold sixteen rabbits, separately ; cost 9^32—for anything that will not eat.
Make offers.

JAMES T- BORDEN, Box 306 Bridgeton, N. J., has for exchange
Silver Gray (Dutch) and Angora Rabbits—for pure White or Black
Guinea Pigs. Also, will exchange Rabbits for Golden-Laced Sebright
Bantams. Write soon and make offers.

W. C. EATON, Newark, N. J., will exchange Partridge Cochins
and Light Brahmas ('74 and '75 birds), and a Graves' Incubator—for
Plymouth Rock eggs. Will also make Photographs for P. R. eggs.

CHAS. E. EONG, Lancaster. Pa., will exchange Fancy Pigeons
or one pair Buff Cochin Fowls (Herstine stock)—for one good Pekin
Duck ('74 or '75 hatch). Give age and weight of the duck.

YFM. BEEL9IAN, Harrisburg, Pa., has Black Breasted Red Game
stag, A.-No.-l (Spring '75;—to exchange for Light Brahma cockerel or hen,
or Brown Leghorn cockerel, same age. Good stock wanted.

OEB BREEDER, Box 44, New Haven, Conn., will exchange one
pair of Light Brahmas ('75 hatch), tine birds—for a good copy of Web-
ster's Illustrated Unabridged Dictionary, well bound.

E, J, FRY, Tamaqua. Pa., will exchange Jersey Bull Calf, solid
lemon color (calved February 8, 1876, from stock imported from " Island
of Jersey," via Liverpool and Philadelphia, iu ship Tonawanda, Septem-
ber, 1871)—for Chester White or Berkshire Pigs, or Plymouth Rock
chickens. Best stock oftered, same wanted.

TBEOS. PEAT, 91 .Tacob Street, Louisville, Ky., will exchange 32
volumes Scientific American, Matthew Henry's Commentaries, five vols.,

edition of 1818, German Art Treasures, Turkey morocco, very fine—for
fine poultry, poultry or agricultural books, and good Microscope. Write.

OEITER D. SCHOCK, Hamburg, Berks County, Pa., will ex-
change two pair Yellow Barbs, cocks from first premium pair, three
Almond Tumbler cocks, one Blue Swallow cock, two Black Swallow hens,
one pair Dun Carriers, one Black Turbit cock—for one Black Turbit hen,
Black, Blue and White Jacobins (pearl eyes), or offers.

OEIVER ». SCHOCK, Hamburg. Berks County, Pa., will ex-
change one trio Black Red Game chicks, one trio S. S. Hamburg chicks,
one trio Partridge Cochin chicks, one trio Muscovy Ducks—for White,
Blue or Black Jacobins (pearl eyes), Black, White or Yellow Owls, Golden
Laced Sebrights, or what offers in Pigeons.

FANCIER, Box 314, Worcester, Mass., will exchange three Light
Brahma hens (Felch strain), two pair Brown Leghorn hens (Wheeler's
strain), also, fine White Fantail Pigeons—for good lined Robe or other
horse furnishing goods, Cutlery, Jewelry, or other articles.

F. M. HERRON, Indianapolis, Ind., will exchange one pair each
Black, Red, Yellow, and Blue-Bearded Tumblers; two Black Tumblers;
one White Trumpeter and one Blue Pouter Cock; one pair each White
Trumpeters, Black Barbs, and White Pouters; also, G. P, Hamburg
chicks—for Red Jacobin hen, Black Hamburg cockerel, Brown Leghorn.?,
&G. What offers ? ii

JNO. F. HOESER, Tamaqua, Pa., has for exchange Pea fowls

(three males and one female), hatched 1875. Also, one pair pure White
Angora Rabbits, two trios Golden and one trio Silver Sebright Bantams
(first-premium stock), Exhibition Coops, Rabbit Hutches, Squirrel Cages,

Parrot Cages, White Mice. White Mice Cage, and Fancy Pigeons. What
)ffers

T. A. WINFIEEB, Hubbard, Ohio, has for exchange Dark Brah-
as, G. P. Hamburgs, Black-red Games, from my imported stock—for

Cooper's Game Fowl, Tegetmeier's or Wright's Poultry Books, or Fancy
Pigeons.
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TAKE THE PAPERS.
BY N. P. waus.

Why don't you tnke the papers ?

They're the liglit of my delight

;

Except about elcctina time,

And then I rend for spite.

Subscribe ! you cnnnnt Inse ft cent

;

Why sboitlO vnit br nfniid?

Per ciisli thus ]>;ii.l i-; nn'in_'y lent

At interest fuur-luld puid.

Go, then, and take the pnpers,

And pay to-day, nor pny delay,

And my word for it is inferred,

You'll live until you're gray.

An old neighbor of mine,
Wbile dying of a cough,

Desired to hear the Ia.test news
While he was going off.

I took the paper and I read
Of some new pills in force

;

He bought a box—and is he dead ?

No—hearty ah a horse.

I know two men, as much alike

As e'er you snw two stumps
;

And no phrenologist could find
A Difference in thtir bumps.

One takes the papers, and his hfo
Is happier than a kings

;

His children all tan read and write,
And talk of men and things.

The other took no paper, and,
^Vhilti strolling through the wood,

A tree fell down and broke his crown
And killed him— '• very good."

Had he been reading of the news,
At home like neighbor Jim,

I'll bet a cent that accident
Would not have happened him.

Why don"t you take the papers ?

Nor from the printer sneak,
Eecfcuse you borrow from his boy
A paper every week.

For he who takes the paper,
Aud pays his bills when due,

Can live in peace with God and man,
And with ihe printer too.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE AQUARIUM.-NO. 2.

The principal of the Aquarium is so to adjust tlic relations

bctwceu the animal and vcgitable life that the one will sustain the

other. A knowledge of these relations is necessary to prevent a

^iolation of the laws governing them. Confine human bcini'S in

an air-light apartment, and when they have breathed the air suf-

ficiently to have exhausted the oxygen from it they will sutfocate.

The result will be the same to tlie inhahitants of the water under
the same circumstances, when the oxygen is exhausted from the

water in the tank, the fish sustain life only by keeping their noses

at the surface and obtaining a fresh supply from tlie atmosphere,

but would soon die if not relieved. Now vegetation is introduced

into the tank for the purpose of renewing the oxygen absorbed by
the fish and of absorbing that which is exhaled by the fish—Car-

bonic acid gas. Fish absorb oxygen and exhale carbonic acid

gas—plants in growing absorb carbonic acid gas and exhale or

liherate oxygen—each furnishing the clement vital to the existauce

of the otlier. To have an aquarium then we must h.ave growing

vcgitation. To simply tiikc a vessel and place in it sand and

liebbles, aquatic plants and fish, at one aud the same time and

leave the rest to chance, is the way not to have an aquarium, aud

to become finally disgusted with it and to pronounce it an impos-

sibility. But to go about it with a proper appreciation of the

principles of the aquarium and to adhere to them stricily, it is

simple and easy. The great requisite is patience. An aquaiium

cannot be made in a day. If botli fish and plants arc introduced

into the tank at one time, the attempt will fail disastrously, for

the reason that before the ])Iants arc rooted and growing and

giving off oxygen, that with which the water was charged on iis

introduction into the tank will have been exhausted, and the con-

dition of the water will destroy both plants and fish. Although

the plants absorb and live on carbonic acid gas, they will die un-

less the water is in fit condition for tlie fish—that is with a proper

proportion of oxygen. To stock an aquarium properly then we
must begin with vcgitation alone. As to the time required to pre-

pare the aquarium for tlic introduction of the fish, there can be no

rule, as it depends altogether on the growth of the plants, which

again is determined by surrounding conditions—such as light and

temperature. I should say however not less than a week or ten

days under the most favorab'c circumstances, but this must be

determined by the person in charge of the aquarium.

The aquarium should be placed at a window—an eastern or

southern exposure—is preferable. In the winter they need all

the sunshine they can get, in the summer they arc easily protected

from the extreme heat of the mid-day sun by a screen of blue

paper or other material, but it is absolutely necessary that they

have plenty of light, otherwise the plants will die or their growth

will be of an unhealthy, consumptive sort accompanied by suffi-

cient decay to neutralize all beneficial cflfeels. As to temperature

the lower tlie better. When water is cold it will hold more oxy-

gen tlian when warm, and the respiration of fisli is not so rajjid,

consequently there is a gain both in holding a greater supply and

in reducing exhaustion. Aquatic plants which are perennial, of

nhieh the Msriophyllums are an example, grow as rapidly in win-

ter as in summer. Many plants, such as the Callitrichc Verna,

will only grow in very cold water and are most bcautilul at this

time of the year.

The greatest enemy of the aquarium is the hot dry atmosphere

of the modern dwelling heated as it is by hot, or more properly

burnt air. Water is a great absorbent of impurities, and in

such an atmosphere the management of the aquarium becomes

exceedingly difficult, except with a very limited number of fi^h.
*

I advocate under such circumstances, where possible, a tight-fitting

cover of glass, as it will prevent the absorption of impurities

from the atmosphere and retains between it and the water what

oxygen is given off by the plants in excess of what the water will

hold so that there is always immediately above the water a per-
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fectly pure atmosphero. I have tried tliis plan with perfect suc-

cess with tlie Ijcautiful Bell Gla.ss Aquarium now growing so

popular—with the tank it is more difficult to have a li^lit-iitting

cover as they are generally constructed.

Philadelphia, Pa. Wh. P. Seal.

PodLji^Y DcipA^i^TiviEflj.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

HEREDITE.
The question of heredite is becoming a very absorbing one.

Just now in its history we seem to be passing through the period

of twilight, towards the splendor of the sunrise. Masses of in-

formation are being accumulated around the hypothesis thrown

into form by Darwin, and in the future much that to us is obscure

will be as plain as daylight to the coming generations. Then some

great mind will arise and analyzing the information that the

workers of this era will heap together, will abstract the true and

give the world a formula by which a producer will be able to

supply any development of nature that may, within the pale of

reason, be desired.

That mind will belong to an American. It may be a century

before it appears, but the wave of knowledge and power starting

from the comprehensive pen of Comte, refined upon and simplified

by Darwin and Spencer, and gathering force from the researches

of Huxley, Tyndall, and hosts of oihcrs, will roll onward and

upward until at the height of our national and intellectual

prosperity, the questions that now are received by many with

doubt will be solved and used as foundation stones, to build upon

for future generations. That this great work will be accomplished

by Americans is very evident to any accustomed to study the

evidences and necessities of progress. The older nations are con-

servative, anything tliat is new or radical is to them mischievous,

and as such must be opposed. The temper of their minds is

towards inertia—that of the mind of America is observant, com-

petitive, and aggressive. An American lives longer in the first

thirty years of his life, than does any individual of any other

nationality in a lifetime. He will see more in ten minutes than a

foreigner in a day, and why ? Because in this country of competi-

tion, when the struggle for existence is active, unpitying, and

eliminative, the wits of the individual are sharpened to the acutest

degree, there is no time lost over the luxuries and accomplish-

ments of life, naught is of use that cannot be handled at once and

to the purpose. The youth no sooner enters the arena of life than

he rids himself of his collegiate lumber, steps backward a few

years, and begins by the side of the newsboy in competition for

knowledge and power, and the probabilities are that the newsboy,
' from the rude experimental training of his mind, (excluding

everything not useful and available,) will win in the race.

The labors of those grand minds, Darwin, Spencer, Huxley, etc.,

are better known to our ordinary mass of intellect than they are

to the selected few of iheir own country. Throughout the breadth

of our land, questions are discussed as common topics of conversa

tion and experimental experience, that are dimly looked at or

put aside by most English writers, with the remark that Ameri-

can writers are unreliable, etc., etc.—and then they proceed to

furbish up labored editorials upon subjects utterly useless to their

readers, when by reaching out their hands they could gather at

their doors the thoughts and facts that have been sent to America

for publishers and admirers. Into our literature a vast deal that

is uncertain has crept, but it has not been without its ufcs. It

has made us skepticiil, which is the necessary starting point of

knowledge. A true American accepts no man's diction. He must

see and prove the facts, and when he does that and satisfies himself

that what he has done is a link of a chain, each link of which is

but a repetition in a higher or lower degree of what he has done

to accept the chain or hypothesis, and passes on without ado to

somcthmg else. I have so satisfied myself with regard to the

doctrine of evolution, but shall not attempt to satisfy anyone else,

as that is a subject which each mind must investigate for itself,

there is one thing however upon which I wish to give in my ex-

perience, hoping it may act as a suggestion to start others whose

opportunities are greater than mine to experiment. Are accideitts

hei-editaryf I include in this, artificial as well as unavoidable

accidents. The experience I have had (which is but of one

individual) compels me to answer yes. Then immediately arises

the opposite, why is not an amputated limb or cock's comb
impres-ed upon the offspring ? To wliich I answer, I believe they

are. Not of course to the degree that ignorance of physiology

would demand, but to that degree which would satisfy any student

of natural science, that by experiment extended over a period of

time a race of limbless or combless individuals would be produced.

In this as in all things else, the poet's remark is true " The mills

of God grind slowly."

Upon the removal ofa limb, the system proceeds to accommodate

itself to its circumstances, and the longer the individual exists,

the more certainly do the minor (nervous, muscular, etc.,) systems

become impressed with the new conditions of the general system.

If it is a leg amputated at the thigh, and the person uses one

crutch, the muscles of the shoulder of that side increase in

volume, the spine becomes curved, while the leg upon the opposite

side also increases in sixe but joins the pelvis at a different angle

from what it would did the other leg remain to support the body.

It takes this acquired condition a long time to impress itself upon

the secretion of the reproduction organs, but that it does so, is

just as certain to my mind as is the parallel illustration of near

sighted people reproducing that misfortune, until at last the progeny

is blind. In the first case, 'tis difficult to marry two or more per-

sons with amputated limbs so that the impress of the accident is

held almost in obeyance by the perfect form of the person wedded,

but in the latter case, there is hardly an individual among us but

can point to some hereditarily short sighted person. This I know

from observation, that in a case where amputation of the right

limb was the father's accident, that his child showed a smaller right

leg than the left, a thing contrary to the common rule that the

right side is the most strongly developed. " The mother was a

strong, well developed woman. My grandparents, as was my
mother, were far sighted persons, from close application my father

acquired the accident of near sightedness, it impressed itself upon

two children, and in myself has steadily increased since my boy-

hood. In chicken's combs I noticed particularly the rose combed

counterfeit games. Bred in and in, the combs of the stags were

cut, and notwithstanding that the hens were full combed, thereby

counteracting in part the trimming influence, the combs became

smaller each year. In the winter of 1868, I exposed to the (old

a pair of young pigeons, producing in them the accident of small

size, it was reproduced in their young, continuing that, after

several years I obtained birds so small and delicate that I wearied

of trying to raise their young. A young speckled flying tumbler
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was exposed to the cold and tlierchy stunted in its growth, though

afterwards matched with a large coarse bird its young were very

small.

One of my healthy rabbits was stunned by a blow on the head.

It WHS afterward subject to convulsions as were its future progeny.

One rabbit innoculated with tuberculous matter recovered but

)>ro(luced a family of consumptives. A black and tan bitch lined

accidentally by a yellow cur, invariably afterwards produced a yel-

low pup in her litters, very much to my disgust. Such accidents

were evidently known to tbe ancients or why should it be set down

in the bible:

" And it came to pass whensoever the stronger cattle did con-

ceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in

the gutters that they might conceive among the rods." " But

when the cattle were feeble, he put them not in, so that the feeble

were Laban's and the stronger Jacob's." I t.ake it Jacob was a

skilful breeder as well as a sharp practitioner.

Of the deformities before birth I shall say but little, as each

person knows of some such unfortunate cases. Six fingers have

often been reproduced, bumped back chickens appear from healthy

])arents but impress their deformity upon their own young, so also

of crossed beaks and other malformations. Any one who wishes

to try a simple yet convincing experiment can choose from their

yard, a sport, that is an individual with a deformity of some kind,

either in form or. feature, and by breeding it with another, after-

wards matching it to its young, he can fix the deformity and satisfy

himself of the possibility of producing almost anything that may
be demanded. Any change of form or feather that appears

accidently in a sport, is much easier fixed and held than where

one has to experiment until he produces a sport, for instead if

there were no such things as white pigeons with black tails and

they were desired, the way to get them would be by judicious

matching of white and black birds until some one or more white

birds with black on or near the tails should appear as stock to

commence, if, however, a sport could be found, white with black

on or near the tail the labor would be less, because in an accident

of nature's the tendency for like to produce like is stronger than

where a sport is produced through artifice. Of course the varia-

tions are at first scarcely noticeable. No man of sense would expect

an adherent of the evolution theory, to breed a chicken from a

pigeon by one experiment or a hundred experiments, nor would

he expect you to produce a barb from a pair of commons in a day

as some seem to think should be done to prove the position. No,

if he hath eyes to see, and mind to understand, let him take the

first sport he can find (as did the producer of the otter breed of

sheep,) and experiment until he fixes the peculiarity of his .=port

in a strain, and then he will understand and believe the hypothesis

of variation and selection with a surety that nothing short of an

earthquake can shake, and until he does so the wri.tings of an

archangel will not give him satisfaction unless indeed he can look

about him and see the variations that appear among different

strains of the varieties of chickens, dugs, pigeons, cattle, horses,

etc., and allow his observation alone to satisfy him.

Dk. WILBUR P. MORGAN.
Baltimore, Md.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE BULLETIN AND OUR STANDARD.
From articles in Jan. number of the Bulletin, we trust that we

may be allowed to surmise that there is a slight unpleasantness

between the editor, thereof, and some person or persons connected

with the Standard. Once we consulted a learned lawyer as to

whether we were legally correct on a position we had taken.

After stating the case fairly, he asked, " What is your idea of the

way the law should read on this matter? " We repliod that " com-

mon sense ought to conclude that the law should be so and so.

but we knew nothing about law." He replied, "the law is com-

mon sense, and nothing else, in most cases, and if this latter

ingredient is more commonly used in business aflTairs, such mat-

ters as these, in nine cases out of ten, need not be referred to an

attorney." Now the Standard is Our Law. Let he who will,

" kick against the pricks," and the question is, shall common
sense he used in applying it. The judge at the Brooklyn show

says, " No !
" and on his argument, a Brahma with five toes,

three legs, or two heads, would not be disqualified, because the

Standard docs not refer to every possible feature in connection

with Brabmas. The editor of the Bulletin says "No!" and

stating substantiallv that " the outer toes being well feathered

to tbe ends thereof" ("language so plain that any w.ayfaring

man, tho' a fool, need not err therein,") means, or moymcan,

feathers originating on the outer toe-nail. Mr. Judge and Mr.

Editor! Tha Standard was not made principally for the uses of

judges or newspaper men. The judges generally appear at the

show with a " bran new " Standard, and thus equipped, are

ready to judge "anything, gentlemen, of the Ex. Com.," then

out comes the Standard, from their coat-tail pocket, which they

proceed to study, seemingly as closely, as they would a wealthy

relations last will and testament. The inevitable sorehead is

sometimes appeased with the remark, " Standard is not clear, or

should be so and so," then down goes the Standard into the coat-

tail pocket, not to be resurrected until the invaluable services are

called into requisition at some other show. The Breeders' and

Fanciers' are the persons substantially who buy, pay for, and use

the Standard. Go to their homes and yon shall find thousands

upon thousands of these men, who keep a copy of this book

where they can readily lay hands on it. Ask them not which

are their favorites. Examine their Standard, and you sh.all find

a few well-worn, and much thummed pages, which not only tell

the tale of their specalties, but how they are breeding them. Is

it not enough for tbcir purposes, for the Standard to sy what a

fowl "shall he," and give them a volume for a dollar, which they

can afford to buy, and explicit enough for all practical purposes ?

or should a Standard state in every particular, what a fowl should

not be, making a cumbersome volume, so expensive that not one

fancier in fifty could afford the cost 1

Young Breeder.

(For Fanciers' .Journal.

)

NATIONAL POULTRY ASSOCIATION.
Friend Wade :

I have been to Chicago, and Chicago is ahead—think of it,

2064 entries o.' fowls, dogs, and pigeons, and grand specimen,

too, the flower of the country. But I do not intend in this article,

to mention any particular birds nor fanciers, neither do I mean
to give a description of the various classes, as they were repre-

sented, but simply glance at the whole as a whole, and leave de-

tail to some future time, or an abler pen. First, then, let me say,

I think our Western brethren '• done themselves proud," in this,

their first grand show of the National Association, or rather, L
should say, Continental, as our brethren from her Majesty's

dominion were there in force, and carried off a goodly number of

the premiums, too, so National, I think, scarcely covers the

ground. But no matter, what's in a name. Any way it was a

grand turn-out of grand fowls and dogs, and Brother Lamb, and

Willard, who are a host in themselves, left nothing undone that

could make it pleasant and agreeable to exhibitors and guests.

There are many things to contend with, in the arrangement and

management of .an exhibition of such magnitude, and even if

some of our fanciers, with more experience in the Poultry-Show

business, could have suggested some improvements, I still think

there was but little chance to complain on the part of any one,

and exhibitors went away well pleased with the treatment they
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received at the hands of the National and its officer.'!. The

Judges, too, of all departments, were selected for their known

ability and familiarity with the species they were called upon

to judge, and used their best efforts to do equal justice to all,

and with a very few exceptions indeed, I think the best birds won.

But it was no easy matter to decide which were the best, in some

of the classes. Nearly three hundred entries of Light Brahmas,

and almost as many B. B. R. Games. In fact, competition was

very strong in all classes, and those who carried off the prizes

have reason to congratulate themselves on their success, and can

feel that their birds deserved all they got, and got all they de-

served.

In the dog department was to be found almost anything in the

dog kind, from the St. Bernard, Newfoundland, and ]{ussian

Blood Hound, as large as a two-year old cow, to the minature

toy terrier of a few ounces, making a contrast that was simply

ludicrous, in a sense. But what a feast for the eye of the lover

of field sport, to see the host of imported and native bred, Eng-

lish, Irish, and Gordon setters, and a host of pointers, "too

numerous to mention," all looking as though they had rather bo

charging on Prairie hen, or quail, than lying in the show box for

the curious public to stare at. When I say the dog show was a

(jrand success, I am saying all I need s.ay for it, and only repeat

what the thousands who daily and nightly came and went, said,

feeling that they had seen but a part, and came again, bringing

their friends with them. Chicago, and the west know how to

patronize such entertainments—think of eiglit thousand people

attending a poultry and dog show, in a single day. I am sure

the officers of the National feel that their efforts have been appre-

ciated, and will be encouraged to hold a second exhibition next

winter, which I understand they have decided to do in February,

1877, though I am not oflfici.iljy imformed of the time. At
another time I may tell you of the fanciers I saw, and the fowls

they exhibited, if some one else, better able to do it, does not

relieve me of the task. James M. Lambing.

Parkes, Jan. 31, 1876.

(For Fanciers' Journal .)

TO ALL INTERESTED.
Friend Wade :

As your correspondent in No. 6, " hit the nail on the head," as

to the Lice question, I should like to assist him in "driving it

home." After an experience of twenty years with poultry and

pigeons, I have found their greatest enemy to he lice, not excepting

roup, cholera, gaps, or any other kindred disease. In the m.njor-

ity of cases the latter evils are brought on by the fowl or bird

being reduced by the former. We all know that the best safe-

guard against disease in our poultry is to keep them always in

proper condition, vigorous and full blooded. All the medicines,

and tonics in the world will not do this when there is a con-

stant drain on their life blood. How will we rid tlie coop and

fowls of these pests, you ask. Ah, here is the rub ! Notwith-

standing the assertions of many fanciers, I know all the white-

wash, lime, and sulphur you can put in your coop loill not kill

them, unless you set fire to the sulphur. Lime is good enough
in its place, and should be in every coop ; but if you think, by
whitewashing and dusting with lime, you rid your coop and fowls

of vermin, you are very much mistaken. By so doing, it is im-

possible to reach the places where they hide. Do your best, then

knock off a board and examine for yourself. Whitewash by all

means, but don't do it and then rest in the idea that you have

killed all the lice. They will breed under it when it begins to

dry and scale off like the bugs under the bark of a tree. Fact.

Coal oil is anotlier remedy. It will kill them if you can put in

on them, but you will find yourself like the Irishman and the

flea—you must find them first ! all of them. Sulphur is another

remedy, and how are you going to get that into all the cracks,

crevices, sides and roof of your house ? Put it into biddy's dust

bath and you will never get her to take the second one in that

place. Then, again, if your coop is infested your fowls must he.

On them you should never use lime, coal oil, sulphur, or tobacco,

any sooner than you would whitewash them. In fact, the latter

would do the least harm. They may be persons who use these

ingredients on their fowls, but they are not the quality we buy in

this part of the country. My experience is that I killed the fowls

and the lice lived to starve to death. Try a bath of cither, your-

self, if you think you are prepared to go. Put into a nest enough

to keep off or kill the lice of either the lime or sulphur, and you

will injure your chicks, if the poor hen is fortunate to hatch any.

She will certainly not turn her eggs if she is obliged to take a

whiffof itinto her nostrils every time she attempts it. A little

watching will soon convince you of this. Not only this, it has

killed many a chick, and you have wondered what did it. To be

born in a lime or sulphur bath is no joke, not even to a chicken.

I have had a whole brood (and it has been the experience of

others) totally blinded by it, and others put back weeks in their

growth. How many have poured coal oil on a valuable hen to kill

the lice, and by so doing anoint her for her burial ? How many
for the same reason have given their fowls a lime dusting, and in a

few days lined the floor of their coop with a coat of feathers'?

Tobacco dust, sure thing on lice, but a surer thing to drive your

fowls frantic ; and if they cannot find a cool dust bath immedi-

ately they suffer. If they do they only rid themselves to return

to the infested coop to get another cargo. Again fowls will not,

cannot plume themselves when their feathers are full of lime, sul-

phur, or tobacco. And the effect is soon apparent. You may
do all this, and if your fowls live through it, you may pride your-

self that they are at least free from vermin. Look and see

!

Take your best cockerel, handle and pet him, then be obliged to

rub the back of your neck, and ponder over the matter. Yes, and

remember above all, that until your fowls are intirely free from

lice, they are in no condition for breeding. It is simply impossible

to get healthy chicks for such fowls. Eemember, also, that all

the lime, sulphur, and tobacco you can use unless you injure your

fowls, will not accomplish the purpose, viz : ridding your coop of

vermin and keeping it so. In my experience, I have found but one

way. There may be others and no doubt there are. But this I

know will " clean them out," and if followed up now and then will

keep them out.

First take your fowls, and if covered with the varmints, you

must icash them. Do it in tepid water and a little soap. Wipe
dry and then take lard or lard oil and oil them thoroughly imder

the wings, on the head, and at the root of the tail. This will keep

them fiom taking cold, also kill any lice that may be left. The
fowls had better be put in a warm place and thoroughly dry be-

fore this oiling is done. If you do not wash them, do the oiling.

Now go for your Coop. Loosen all boards that you can, inside.

Take out and burn the old nests. Then close all doors and crevi-

ces, on the outside. Take a hot pan or iron pot, place it in the

center of the coop and pour into it at least a pound of sulphur.

Be careful not to inhale the fumes. Make yourself scarce, closing

all doors after you closely. Let the lice enjoy the atmosphere for

at least two hours ; they all will be past troubling your fowls by

that time. Then air your coop, put in fresh nesting, and your

chicks Avill rest in peace. In a day or two you will have a fresh

invoice from the nits left by the lice. Give them a dose— after

which you will have no trouble. Watch your fowls closely and

on the first "appearance of evil" give them the sulphur fume.

You will soon see that you have accomplished wonders. Your

pets will show it, and in looks and condition be far ahead of what

they have been. Use your tonics now, it will assist in " building

up." When in proper condition what a change you will see in
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the chick from their eggs. Try it. Give me a coop free from

vermin and I will sliow you choice slock, in splendid condition, and

far ahovfi the averatje in weight.

In regard to nesting, sitting, &c., I shall write again. There is

something far superior to the above ingredients you can use,

—

Bomctliing tliat will not interfere with the nntural condition of

things, at the same time he eflcctive ; not making a little /;i/erna/

Regions of the hirth-place of your chicks.

Yours, very truly,

W. G. NICUOLS.

(For Fanciers' Journnl.)

THE SPIRIT OP DISQUALIFYING.
I find among some of our Poultry Fanciers a spirit that I will

call the spirit of disriiialifying. I have heard it manifested in

such language as the following :
" They ought to have hcen dis-

qualified. If I had judged them I would have disqualified them."

I know of several exhibitions at which were birds, and disquali-

fication it was said oiigVt to be their fate. And the l>irds against

which I have heard such expressions were not disqu.ilified by the

standard by which they were to be judged or by any other stand-

ard of which I know.

I will illustrate by giving an instance. The birds were Crevcs

;

the fatal defect, white ear lobes ; the standard by which they were

to be judged was that of the A. P. A. It decrees red ear lobes

but does not make white a disqualification. This spirit would

carry the decree farther and disqualify. The A. P. A. can of

course .idopt as its standard what it chooses. But I challenge

these disqualificrs, or the standard maker of the A. P. A., or any

one else to prove to me from Wright, Tcgetmeir, Piper, Baily or

any other Poultry book that the ear lobe of Creves should be

red. I have not only heard this spirit manifested but have seen

it carried out in the showroom by judges. In one instance a

judge was asked why certain birds seemed to have been passed

over. The answer was, they were disqualified. He was asked

what the disqualification was. He mentioned what he considered

the disqualification. He was told that the standard by which he

judged did not make it a disqualification. His reply was, that

there were disqualifications which the standard did not mention

but which were taken for granted. I for one am opposed to this

spirit and the taking of such matters for granted and especially of

Fanciers, acting as judges, carrj-ing it out in the exhibition room,

societies ought not to tolerate it. And they ought to see to it

that their judges make up their judgment in accordance with the

standard by which they are to judge, instead of their whims,

caprices, and prejudices. And unless this spirit is curbed I fear

bad results to our societies, I fear there will be failure of exhibi-

tions for want of exhibitors. Ckesheim.

(l?or Fanciers' Journal.)

HOUDANS vs. PLYMOUTH EOCKS.
Friend Wade :

After reading some of the back numbers of the Journal, I

notice Dr. Dickieselaborateaccount of the Plymouth Rocks, which

interested me very much, telling us all about their good qualities.

In fact, we have been treated with accounts of a great number of

breeds, about their egg and meat producing qualities, which is all

very good. Thanks to the Journal. The more the better. But
it seems to me the best wine has been left to the last of the feast.

In my opinion, the Houdan is the best of all for actual profit

;

now for the proof: as soon as they are out of the egg, and dry,

they are ready to run with the hen, and almost any kind of soft

food will do for them. They do not want to be fed with a silver

spoon, or nursed like a baby and be fed on pap. I repeat, almost

any kind of soft food will do for them, and they will thrive well,

being very liardy. Tliey feather and mature 'quickly, for I have

had them to lay at five and a half months old, with ordinary care,

while a mongrel hatched at the same time, with the same feed and

care, did not lay some six wotks later, and such eggs! why, the

great big Brahma's eggs don't begin with them. I think they

(the Houdan) can heat anything in the poultry line for weight of

eggs. They are good winter layers with ordinary care, and to

keep any hens laying in winter they must have care. Most of us

can recollect what a bad winter we had last year, ice and snow on

the ground for about two months. I recollect ray pets were not

out of their coop for weeks at a time, but they layed faithfully

right along, and I had chicks hatched on the 2.3d of January, and

about 30 more of the same kind on the 20th of February. I know
some breeders will difltr with me about their being good winter

layers, but I have tried them, now, this is the third year.

Now about the meat part, which I consider cannot be beat for

fiavor, except in the Dorking. Neither can they he beaten much
in making flesh. I exhibited a cockerel seven months old that

weighed seven pounds, and I have had them to weigh 12 lbs. to

the pair at six months old. I recollect a Brahma fancier coming

to look at them ; he would not believe me about their weight until

they were put on the scales.

And I think there is more actual meat on a Houdan than almost

any other kind of fowl of same weight. Well do I recollect the

first one I killed. After I plucked it, I handed it over to my wife

to draiv. She called my attention to it as she thought something

ailed it, as she remarked, "it has not got much more than half

the insides of other fowls."

I have been in the poultry business from boyhood up to the

present time, am now an old man of 36 years, have had experi-

ence in most ali kinds, but have settled down on the Houdans as

being the most profitable of them all.

HOUDAN.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

CONCERNING LICE.

F. P. Butt, in No. 6 of Jodrnal, says, "I know that all the

dust baths and sulphur in America will not disturb these lice in

question." It might interest the fancy to know what sort of lice

Mr. B. breeds. Wc have none of that variety in this section.

Sulphur not only disturbs, but is certain death to them. A little

lard rubbed upon the feathers underneath the vent will efl^ectually

destroy the eggs of the lice, and if the fowl is held downward,

and sulphur sprinkled liberally through the feathers, few, if any,

living lice will be found on the following day. This treatment is

simple and effective. Q.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

BE MORE EXPLICIT, PLEASE.
Me. Editor :

As a reader of some of the many different publications devoted

to the poultry interests, I am sometimes amused and sometimes

aggravated, according to the lightness or gravity of the conse-

quences, by the indefinite terms used by fanciers in their recipes

and directions. For instance, where one is about to give us a
valuable tonic for fowls, it is worded somewhat thus: "Give a
little Tincture of Iron in their drinking water." Or, " Put some

Sulphate of Iron and some Sulphuric Acid in their water." As a
fine stimulant, "A pi'«c/i of Cayenne pepper." For severe cases

of roup, "Afew drops of Tincture of Aconite," or " Use Turpen-

tine and Goose Grease."

Now any one who is at all familiar with the above remedies,

knows well that all but one of them are dangerous articles to give

valuable fowls, and yet, poulterers will recommend the use of
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them in just as careless quantities as though thoy were corn or

wheat screenings.

On taking up the last nnmber of the Journal, my eye rested

upon an article in which your correspondent recommends the use

of a common troche for the colds which fowls are liable to during

cold wet spells. Now the common troche which he means is the

puzzler to me as well as to others, I suppose. There are so many

common troches, and some of them so very common that I wonld

hesitate some time before I would use them upon my fowls. If

your correspondent wishes that recipe to be of any use to us—and

I have no cause to believe but that he really does—won't he please

name the particular troches which he uses or give us the exact

formula for making them, and then we will feel more safe in fol-

lowing his instructions. Yours Truly,

CllAS. BROCKWAY.
Haverstraw, N. Y.

(For Fanciers' .lournil.)

SULLIVAN CO. [N. H.] POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

The Sullivan County Poultry Association has come to the front

and made its first bow before the public, and has been well

received, hereafter it is numbered with the things tliat aie and are

to be. Its officers have worked hard to bring its first exhibition

np to a high standard and have well earned all the praise the

public has bestowed upon it during its two days continuance at

Westport, Feb. 9th and 10th. This is a thriving town, being the

county seat, with two large hotels, and is awakening to the start-

ling knowledge that it is not more hens but beller hens that the

country just now needs, as the western Congressman remarked in

substance about whiskey.

This revival has been brought about mainly by the Fanciers'

JoDRNAL for which E. A. Pollard, the secretary of the Associa-

tion, is obtaining additions to his already considerable list. Hav-

ing about twenty numbers of the Journal with me, I took them to

the hall, and was surprised to see how eagerly they were received.

Many promises of subscription were made and the parties were

commended to Mr. Pollard. But to return to the show. The

total number of birds and animals on exhibition was somewhat

over two hundred and fifty, and were mostly fowls. Pigeon fancy

has not yet taken a great hold on the " Granite " hearts. A good

show of rabbits, &c., was made. The Cochins and Leghorns are

the most sought after hereabouts, though the Plymouth Rocks are

coming into notice lately and are winning many friends. Curtis

G. Britton of Keen was present and made a good show in the

American and Spanish classes, taking first money on Plymouth

Eocks and White Leghorn fowls. E. A. Pollard, of Newport,

makes a specialty of White Leghorns, and took first on chickens.

J. G. McKeen had nearly every class represented, and took several

first premiums. Farther than this I cannot speak in detail. It

has been withal a good and profitable show, and the Association

is reported in a sound financial condition, and is evidently full of

life, and I hope to be able to visit their pleasant town again and

report another year's progress. Alta.

{For Fauciei'\s .Journal.)

PETE SMILEY AT BALTIMORE.
Mister Waid :

I hev jest returnd frum ther Balltemer show, I tell yew it wus
a big thing, me an the Pardon, Capt. T. the Deacon, Squire B.,

an the Kernel, all went on tewgether, I wus verry much disopinted

in not seein yew thar. Wen we got inter ther deepo at Balltemer

we wus met hi a hull craowd ov hack drivers, an tha kep a yellin

cab sir ! cab sir ! ride up ! have a kerrage, and so 4th. Pete, sez

Cap. T., duz Burnam drive a cab beer in Balltemer ? Not much
sez I. Well artcr we got cleer ov ther cab drivers we footed it

daown Broadway, keepin a sharp look-aout fur sines ov the hen

show, purty sunc we seed a hull craowd ov people stanin in frunt

of a big bilden, Pete, I reckon thet must bee ther plais, sez ther

Parson, so we krost over tew sea wat tha wus gazin at, wall we
foun thet tha wus lookin et a lot ov picters of pigens, chickens

and sich. Wall we hot aour tiekuts an went in an sich a squalin,

krowin, an kacklin yew never heerd, "I snum ter guinea," sez

Cap T., " this beats all natur." Wall arter wed got a little used

ter ther noise, we begun ter look araoun a bit, I kum akross

Misler Braown, ther Scksetary, he hed hes kote arf an hessleaves

rolcd up an wus es bizzy es a bumble bee, I axed him if " Hans

Schnieder" wus et ther show, an he sed he wus, so I went tew

look fur him, I hed never seen Hans, but wus shure I shud no

hem by his kountenunce es shown in the " Jcrnel " I sune faoun

him a lookin at ther chickens and eatin a peace ov bolona sassen-

ger. Mister Schneider haow dew yer dew sez I, holdin aout mi

han, "^I dont no who you vas I vas nefer see you pefore," sez he,

why im Pete Smiley sez I, •' Ish dot so, vy Pete how you vas I

vas know you yust so soon I see you," sez he, Pete I was got

some pully howdings here, yust come and look of dem, "did yew

git yer aiges frum ther trio that wun ther pairs meddle 1" axed the

Parson, no I dont vas got any from dot New York partenders

stock, sez Hans, now Pete dem vas pully howdings sez he, hood-

ans yew mean sez I, no dey vas howdings sez he, and we argered

abaout it, an we axed 2 er 3 wat was ther koreet name ov ther

burds, won man frum Pittsburg sed tha wus hoodens, another

fram Ingland sed tha wus " oodans mi lads," iin a Frenchman

frum Limerick, sed tha wus " howdans be jabers." Pete sez

Hans " I tell yew I vas preed dem schiekens longers as any man
in America, an I no dey vas howdings." "Haow es et tha dident

take a preemum ?" axed ther Parson, " veil you see sez Hans de

shugcs drow em out pekase vone hen dont vas got fife toes, but

dey can scratch like ter tieufle mit four. Dem shuges dont vas

gife me no premiums on my Game Shickens, I vas got to see

about dot." Jist then Mister Flour kum along an Hans sez

" You vas vone of te shuges aint if?

" Yes sir," sez Mister F.

" Vill you dell me vats te matter of my Schiekens of you

blease V
" Wall which air yewer chickuns," sez Mr. F.

"My schiekens vas te Game schiekens," sez Hans.

" Well but there air a gret meny Games hear," sez Mr. F., " I

dont no which air yewers.',

" Come mit me an I show you," sez Hans, and we all follered

him till he kum tew his burds, and then he sez " dot vas him, now
dell me vats de matter of dem schiekens of you blase."

" Wall," sez Mister F., " tha haint matched in ther pen, yew

hev won Duekwing hen an the other is a Brown red an ther cock

is a Black Red."

" Dot makes no difference dey vas game. I did'nt vas know dot

dey most pe all von kind of games—I haf mouch drouhls do got

my schiekens by express from New York, von hens cot out afor ve

cot do Fillydelfy, and I dont got him no more."

" Wery true," sez Mister F., " but we coodent give em a prem-

ium, bekase aeordin tew ther standard thar air disqualified, its

not the fault ov ther chickens but in tlicr matching."

" Dots it, der vas noding de matter mit de schiekens, its de

shuges dont vas understand ter pizzncss," sez Hans, an he sed

sum cuss words thet woodent dew ter print. I felt kinder sorter

sorry fur ther jcdges bekase I think tha tridc ter dew wat wus rite,

an if H.ins made a mistake in matin his burds he oughtenter git

mad ef he didnt win. Pete come an look ov my " Plymouth

Rocks," sez Hans, an he pointed em aout tew us. " Why they

hev got fethcrs an ther legs," sez ther Parson, " Veil you know
Dick de doctor, he vas say dey come dat way somcdimes, but dey

vas goot pure pred Plymouth Rocks for all dot," sez Hans, " yes

T no but wun ov ther hens is nccrly black," sez tha parson.
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" Oh veil, I vas prccd dcni mit a plack Java hen mated mit a

Damincker cock, Dick ter doctor, he vos say ve git a plack von

vonce in a vile, but dey vos goot pure pred of Plymouth Hocks for

all dat," sez Hans.

Wall artcr we'd seen sU thcr fouls, we went ter look at thcr

Vigeons, an sich a sight I never seed afore, we stood on ther stage

an lookt over ther hall, an wun big fat feller sez, " dunder an

blixcn yust look of ter Pitcheiis," we seed Mister I.ong a jcdgin

em an I reckon he hed a long job. We seed Mister HaUtead ther

Bulletin man, and a hull craoud ov " Fanciers," we had a good

lime. " Pete," sez ther Parson, " lets go ter Pittsburg,"

" agreed " sez I, an we bid Uans an ther rest " good-hie " et ther

door and left (ur hum. Yours feelingly,

Pete S.miley.

QEOfl DEp;^F^J|VIEf;j.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE COLUMBARIAN SHOW AT EASTON.
The first annual exhibition of the Easton Poultry Association,

and Columbarian show, was held last week, at the above named

place. I arrived there at six o'clock on Monday evening, and

was at once made comfortable, at the United States Hotel. The

show was not opened until Wednesday noon, and at that time all

the stock was nicely arranged in comfortalde coops, ready for the

inspection of .the judges. The pigeon display was grand, one

hundred pair were entered for competition. It was indeed far

ahead of all the Columbarian shows held during the present year,

in Eastern Pennsylvania, and I was highly pleased to find some

of the stock very choice. The principal exhibitors Avere McKeen

and HuLiCK, of Easton, Pa.; Rev. Swartz, of Bernville, Pa.;

C. G. Trexler, of AUentown, Pa. ; Mr. Bennet, of Easton;

P. E. Newell, N. Y. ; and Mr. Long, of Lancaster, Pa. McKeen

and HuLiCK showed some fine Yellow Barbs, Checkered Car-

riers, Blue Antwerps, Silver Owls, Blue Owls, Dun Carriers and

Silver Turbits, some of them as fine birds as can be found in

America. Rev. Swartz was on hand with fine display of Black

pied Pouters, Blue pied Pouters, and Yellow pied Pouters. The
first premiums were awarded in these birds without diflSculty.

C. G. Trexler, the leading pigeon fancier of AUentown, had a

fine display of white, smooth-head Fans, Red Magpies, Black

Trumpeters, Black Capped Barbs, Yellow Magpies, Mottled

Trumpeters, and Black head nuns. D. E. Kewell, of New
York, exhibited fine pairs of Black Carriers, Red Barbs and

Black Barbs. He had awarded him a special for best pairs of

Black Barbs. His pair of Black Carriers were of a very high

order, and well deserved the first premiums. L. Bennet, of

Easton, Pa., had on exhibition, hgh class White Barbs, White

TuKBiTS, Dun Barbs, Black Tumblers, Antwerps, White

Trumpeters, and Starlings. Mr. B. is very proud of his stock

of the above named birds. During my stay in Easton, I visited

his lofts, and I would advise the round pigeon fanciers of Penn-

sylvania, who desire to see perfection in pigeon keeping, and

breeding, to go and do likewise. When I say that a lady, having

on her Sunday suit, might go through all of them, and after the

visit, would have her dress as clean as when she entered them,

I do not exagerate at all. Long life to Levi, may he be spared

many years to enjoy his pets. Mr. Long, of Lancaster, Pa.,

had on exhibition, fine White crested Fan Tails, Black Magpies,

Blue Swallows, Yelloiv capped Magpies, and Black rapped

Magpies. The White crested Fans were the best that I have

been called to act as Judge on, this year—one of the birds had

thirty feathers in the tail. The Carrier was splendid, and all

together they were of a high order.

There were only 29 coops of birds that received first premiums,

out of one hundred, having instructions from the executive com-

mittee to award nothing as a first premium, unless really meritori-

ous , the cutting down was fearful. In one hour after the cards

hid been placed on the coops, I was glad to receive information

liom one of the high oflSccrs of the society, that although some

of the exhibitors, though the judgment severe, yet all seemed

sati fied. The Columbarian show was a success, and was in

e>erv way the equal of any I have visited for years. On Friday

ni lining, Mr. McKeen drove up to the front door of the Hall,

hoi ling in hanil the lines that governed a pair of thoroughbred

horse*;, and tendered a kind invitation to Mr. Plaisted, Mr. Brad-

lev Mr. Waterhouse, and Tennet, to take a morning ride with

him, out to his poultry farm. The invitation was gladly con-

sented to, and away we went, through the streets of Easton, out

and away, over hill and dale, and finally drew up at our destina-

tion. I do not intend to speak concerning the horse or cow depart-

ment of the farm, but of the poultry and pigeon houses, and

yards. The location of the poultry houses and yards are very

good, having the warm morning sun in winter, and in hot

weather the houses can all be closed up, there will be no danger

of any one receiving from Messrs. M. and H. mixed eggs, as the

yard fences are made very strong, and the doors of the chicken

houses are all worked by a patent spring, and it would be impos-

sible for one of them to be left open. In all the houses, two feet

from the ground, is an old boot leg, this is intended for the Light

Brahma stock, to eat their feed from. The idea, I believe, orig-

inated with Mr. Plaisted, of whom Messrs. M. and H. received it.

Hens I believe, can not eat food from it. They have quite a large

number of hatching, and small eluek houses, and a splendid hot-

house for young chicks. His yards are large and. roomy. Mr.

Plaisted found a new point in Light Brahma hens, during his

visit, that he perhaps had never observed before—namely, aspect.

I have verv serious doubts, however, whethtr he will ever have it

recognized in the Standard. The pigeon lofts are in complete

order, and the arrangement is very good. Into the carriage

again, and, after a short ride, back in Easton. The visit ended,

our duty at the fair performed, we were wheeled away by the

engine. Packer, to our home in D. Thanks to Mr. McKeen,

Hulich, Bennet, Otto, Hulsheser, Reudenbcrger, and others, for

kindness shown. Tenket.

DOYLESTOWN, Pa.

Three Classes.—Mary Miirdock Mason divides her sex into

three classes—the giddy butterflies, the busy bees, and the woman's
righters. The first are pretty and silly, the second, plain and
useful, the third, mannish and odious. The first wear long trail-

ing dresses, and smile at you while waltzing; the second wear
aprons, and give you apple dumplings, and the third wants }0ur
manly prerogatives, j our drtss coat, your money and your vote.

A man whom Dr. Johnson reproved for following a useless

and demoralizing business, said :
" You know, doctor, that I must

live." The brave old hater of everything mean and hateful,

coolly replied that he did not " see the least necessity for it."
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EDITORIAL DEPABTMEJYT.
The case of E. T. M. Simmons, charged with embezzling funds

from the Oil City Building & Loan Association, was concluded

in Franklin, on Tuesday last. The .accused was found guilty and

sentenced to one year and nine montljs in the Western Peniten-

tiary. His embezzlement from the above institution and the Oil

City Savings Bank, amounted to about $10,000.

The inclination to reply to the many congratulatory letters con-

taining expressions of good-will, and hearty welcomes to Kew
Englanu is very strong, but our space is too limited. To those

who have taken so much pains to express their kindly wishes, we

can only say that we shall endeavor to show our appreciation of

their encouraging words, by a continued eflbrt to make the Journal

in every essential particular the best Poultry and Panders' publi-

cation in the United States.

Mr. Bicknell in his notes on the Chicago exhibition, was led

into an unintentional error in saying that PresMent Lamb's SlOO

premium for the finest display of any one variety, was divided

between two exhibitors of Games. The judges who were selected

to place this premium, found the competition so close and the

competing entries so meritorious, that they recommended that it

should be divided among the competitors, Mr. Philander Wil-

liams of Taunton, Mass., who entered .30 coops Light Brahmas

;

H. T. Sperry, of Hartford, Conn., 40 coops White Polands; Mr.

Allen, of Gait, Ontario, 20 coops Black B. Games; and another

gentleman whose address is so blurred in the item sent us, that

we can't make it out, 18 coops Brown B. Games. The execu-

tive committee accepted the report of the judges, and the award

was announced to have been made accordingly.

Our friends of the Chicago Poultry Journal are getting unduly

round shouldered over the statement in some eastern magazine,

that eastern exhibitors could not send their birds to Chicago, on

account of the distance. AVc happen to know that there isn't

the slightest truth in the statement. Mr. Philander Williams, of

Taunton, who sent some 200 coops of Asiatics to Chicago, Mr.

H. T. Sperry, of H.artford, who sent 40 coops of White Polands,

and Mr. E. S. Brewer, of Hartford, who sent several coops of

Erminettes, all inform us that their birds arrived in fine condition

at the exhibition, and that those that were not sold at Chicago,

came home in splendid condition. In fact all three gentlemen

sent many of the same birds to the Springfield show, and lost no

points there, on account of their condition. We have no idea

why such a statement should be made, and we trust the officers

of western societies will not allow it to annoy them, as we can

assure them there is the best of feeling among the breeders of

the east toward the western exhibitions. We believe the number

of entries from the east at the next Chicago exhibition will be

four times larger than at the last.

We are unable to reply officially to the many queries received

in regard to the paying of the premiums, offered at the late Chi-

cago show, but as we understand the matter, it stands about in

this way. Mr. Willard, the Secretary, was taken sick at the

close of the exhibition, and was unable to make up his accounts

for some weeks. This is now being done, and as soon as com-

pleted, the premiums will he paid. We think some of our cor-

respondents are unnecessarily disturbed. Knowing the officers of

that society as well as we do, we feel safe in predicting that every

promise made, and every obligation entered into by them will be

fulfilled to the letter. The question as to whether the exhibition

was profitable or not, will not, in our opinion, be considered for

a moment in connection witn the payment of premiums, any

more than it would be by the officers of any other society in the

United St.ates.

THE EXHIBITION SEASON.

The exhibitions are over and the birds have gone back to the

breeding yards. Looking over the season, it is safe to say that

the three most notable shows were- those of Portland, Chi-

cago, and Springfield, the first on account of the immense attend-

ance of visitors, the second on account of its national character,

and the meeting of the A. P. A,, and the last for the quality of

the specimens shown. At Portland 3.5,000 tickets were sold, at

Chicago were gathered hundreds of the most prominent fanciers

from all parts of the countrj', and the A. P. A. accomplished some

very important work which we have already noted, and at Spring-

field the two thousand birds on the benches, in point of quality,

were far in advance of any collection ever placed on exhibition in

this country. All the classes were full, and of superior excellence

with possibly the exception of the Games and Leghorns, although

they were up to the standard of other shows. We .speak particu-

larly of this exhibition, because we believe in quality rather than

quantity, and are desirous of encouraging the breeding and show-

ing of fine birds instead of favoring the mistaken notion that an

e.xliibition is only successful when its excellence is measured by

numbers. Various things contributed to the achievement at

Springfield. In the first place there was involved the reputation

and experience of those two veteran societies, the New England

Club, and the Connecticut Association, ably backed and support-

ed by the wealthy Eod and Gun Club of Springfield. Then there

was a breaking away from the old stereotyped notions and forms,

in its general conduct and management, as evidenced in the new

rules and regulations, which will undoubtedly be widely copied by

other societies. The combination premiums through which ex-

hibitors themselves had an opportunity of expressing in a tangi-

ble manner, their faith in their own breeding. The omission of

the usual fine shows at Boston, Hartford, and Worcester, the

prompt payment of premiums before the close of the exhibition,

and various other things which it is not necessary to enumerate,

but which were in jierfect keeping with the progressive ideas of

the most intelligent fanciers of New England. The extraordinary

large premium list, aggregating about six thousand dollars, was

of itself a loud call for the best birds, and the high marking requir-

ed, with the excellent rule that inferior birds would be excluded,

was sufficient notice that poor ones would not be looked at by the

judges, so out of it all, came as we say, probably the best exhibi-

tion we have ever hid. There were very few ^ar^e exhibitors

but the number of leading fanciers who made a few entries each

was unusually large. All the New England States were repre-
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sented and splendid specimens were present from Now York, New
Jersey and Pensylvania, and from Ohio, Illinois and other states.

The jud^'cs of course Imd a difficult task to perform, but as a gen-

eral rule, we believe their decisions were satisfactory. Some severe

criticisms, however, were made in regard to the placing of a few

of the premiums in two of the larger classes, but as the aggrieved

exhibitors happen to be fanciers of large experience, who long

since learned to take an occasional defeat in the same urbane m.in-

ner with which they receive their numerous victories, we shall

]irol)al)ly have no "growling", unless it be from those of their

friends who can't endure an adverse or mistaken judgment on

tlieir favorite strains. The gathering of fanciers from all parts of

the country, was very large, there being at one time no less than

eightj'-six well knovn breeders from various States present at the

Ilaynes House, where they were well "jntertained. The reunion of

OtHcers and Fanciers was held at the Massasoit IIouse,and was one

of those genial occasions for which the societies of New England

are so noted. The plan of allowing each participant to pay for liis

own ticket was very highly commended, and secured a large

attendance. We are very strongly of the opinion that this

plan should be universiilly adopted. Then every one will fuel free

to attend, without carrying with him the unpleasant impression

that however welcome he may be, he is nevertheless a source of ex-

pense to the society he may bevisiting. If it should be understood

that this plan obtains everywhere, these reunions, which are the

source of so much profit to those present, would be tlie rule in-

stead of the exception. The annual sappers of the Boston, Wor-

cester and Hartford societies have cost them from two to four hun-

dred dollars each. This is a heavy burden—however willingl)'

they bear it—and as visitors derive much pleasure and valuable

information from these gatherings, they are willing, and should

be allowed to bear their proportion of the expense, which at the

best is small. Another pleasing feature of this exhibition was the

separating of the birds in the coops. We have no doubt that this

plan win soon become general, —even, if the birds, as at Spring-

field are entered in pairs. The arguments in favor of this, are so

many and well known, that it is unnecessary to state them here ; still

auothcr step in advance, which will soon be taken by the more

wealthy societies, will be the showing of birds in uniform coops own-

ed by the societies, as at Chicago and Buffulo. The Chicago coops

are the best we have ever seen, and very low in price, on account of

the cheapness of lumber in that market. We make the suggestion

that several eastern societies might unite in a contract with the

m.aker, in that city, and have the coops (in shocks) transported

by the car-load, thus getting a fine coop, made entirely of lumber,

at an exceedingly low rate. Another meritorious departure at the

"consolidated" was the placing of exhibitors names on the coops,

upon their arrival in the hall. At Chicago, and we have seen the

the same thing at other shows, the judging was not finished until

after the exhibition had been open some days, all this of course is

a great loss to those who are breeding for profit, and are desirous

of securing the full benefit of being known as the breeders of the

fine birds on exhibition. They are certainly entitled to this, and

while it is not alwaj's possible, however desirable it may bo, to

have the birds judged before the exhibition opens to the public, it

is always easy to put the exhibitors names on the coops, and then

Messrs. officers, how ridiculous it is to be sure for you to invite

gentlemen to judge j our birds—by that act showing that you have

inplicit confidence in their ability and integrity—and then bi/ leav-

ing off the names of exhibitors, announce to the world that you

doubt the honesty of yourjudges, and decline to let them know
whose birds they are judging for fear they will show partiality.

If officei's will give this subject a little thought, we have no doubt

all this nonsense will be speedily done away with. At Chicago no

names were placed upon the coops by the society, either before or

after the judging, and so exhibitors who were not present to put

cards upon their coops, were wholly deprived of the advertising,

which is the greatest inducement offered breeders to show their

fine birds.

Well, as we said at the start,"The exhibitions are over, and the

bin's have gone back to the breeding yards." The breeders are mat-

ing up their stock and getting ready for another season. The
notes of preparation, which reach us from all over the country,

indicate that the present year will be one of unusual prosperity

and activity among fanciers. Thousands of fine birds have chang-'

ed hands, at high prices, during the exhibition season, just closed,

and there will be more careful and intelligent breeding than in

the past. Fanciers who have kept at the head in their particular

specialty, will be close pressed by new comers, and many who
have bred a number of varieties, arc finding what we have often

predicted, that they are scattering too much, and will confine their

efforts to a single variety in the expectation of excelling in that.

Much fine breeding will be done for the great exhibitions of next

season. Those already announced, are the Boston, which will put

on a little extra gilt edge, for the next annual of the A. P. A., which

is to be held there, Chicago, which made such a complete success

of its first, Portland, "where they close the stores during hen show,

and every man, woman and child is a jud.'^e of fine birds, and

Hartford, which has never been beaten, except by Springfield,

and there she won one-third of the glory, and where—well the

Journal has taken up its permanent residence in Hartford, and

so it will hardly do for us to say jnst what we were going to.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
ibudons to this ficpnrtment respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—Ants of the species Aphfnogastee, in storing seeds for food,

bite off the radicle to prevent the germination of the seed.—J. T.
MOGRIDGE.

—The rattle of the rattlesnake is for the purpose of imitating

the sound of the Cicada or other insects that form the food of birds

and so attract the latter within reach of the serpent.

—

Pkof.
SlIALER.

—SunfloAvers are said to exhale an ozonized oxj'gen, and are

therefore recommended for cultivation in malarial districts to de-

stroy the malarial poison. They are besides very useful plants,

yielding about 40 percent of oil from theirseeds, their leaves serve

as fodder, and their stalks as fuel. A diet of sunflower leaves is

said to increase the laying power of hens.

—Ruffled Grouse.—Would Huon permit his friend McCann
to remind him of the fact that the Ruffled Grou.se (Bunasa Um-
he/liis), is onJt/ a connecting link between the J'amHies Tetraonidte and
Pliasianidee, and property belongs to neither the one or the other?

The legs of the true grouse are alwaysfenthen d to the feet. Pheasant
is just as correct as grouse, when applied to (B. Umbellus) Satii

Supergue.

—"No Squirrels in Australia."—Your correspondent,
" Logic," in his second paper of what promises to be an able and
exhaustive article on Squirrels, sa\ s :

— '

' In Australia, so far as

investigated, thesquirre is not found" ! Now I hope "Logic" will

net ignore the Tagauan {Pelaiirus taguanoides), the Luguar
Squirrel (Petaurvs sciurus), the Hipoona Roo (Petaurns Aus-
trulis), nor the dear little beauty Ariel {Pttanriis oriel) so named
for its graceful and easy flight, equal to our own flying squirrel.

All these are natives of Australia, and two of them are now on
exhibition in (he Zoological Garden, Philadelphia. "Logic"
may say the Petaurists do not belong to the true squirrels.

Neither does our flying squirrel ( VolucelUi), hut so closely do the
Petaurists resemble them, that upon their discovery Naturalists

placed them at once in the family SciuridiE. The Petaurists, or

Australian squirrels seem to be but a repetition of the ideas which
formed the creation of the older world carried out in a new, or

different manner, doubtless for the purpose of fitting them to a
different place, and I sincerely hope "Logic " will include them
in his swi-families. Huon.

Lake and Brook Trout—Are they the same ?—I have
often heard this question discussed, and always answered in the

negative by those who had eaten of both. That they are iden-

tical, the following fiicts arc conclusive : In tlie settlement of
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.

Vermont, two bi-others took tip grants in the town of Cliitten-

den
; after some years, the neiglibors noticed on several occasions

tlic dressings of very large trout on their premises ; and on one
occasion a neighlior came upon one of tlie brotliers dressing an
enormous trout in the rear of his house. A regular watch was
organized and set upon them; and the watchers were finally

rewarded by discovering the brothers' preserve, about three miles
in the forest, and on the very top of the mountains, consisting of
a pond of abont two acres in extent, and of great depth. Vast
quantities of fish were taken out as soon as the secret became
known, one specimen, Hon. Daniel P. Thompson states, weigh-
ing 12 pounds! Tliere are now in the pond splendid trout, and
lots of them ; hut the men living are rare who have been favored
with a bite. Some Rutland boys used a net several years since,

but the mountaineers spoilt that sport by felling the spruce trees

that grew upon its borders. A friend of mine tried his luck
there once, and took out 2-3 fair ones in about as many minutes;
but not another bite, although he camped by them for two days,
and tried them a numher of times for years after, I accompanying
him in one of his visits. At certain hours in the day the suiface

of the pond was in continual agitation with their risings; but 1

never learned of one being taken with a ily.

The brothers stated that several years hef ire the discovery of
their secret they put some small brook trout into the pond.

P. Wklch.
LiN'DEN, N. J.

—I'm sorry, Huon, but the facts of the case won't permit me to

take an iota from the tenijlh of my animal.
There was an error, however, further on. I should have siid

from tip of right leg to tip of left leg, whether it was fore or hind
leg I am not certain, it was so long ago, and I think the measure-
ment was 28 inches. They are very large. I've thought sometimes
when I've seen them im the hill top "outlined against the sky,"
that they were more like fawn than hare. I shall have a chance
to describe one more fully if this storm ever abates, as our hood-
lum hunters having no Chinamen to pester, have turned their

strength against these timid hare, and are slaughtering them
without mercy. Then, if you please, I would like its name.

We are not " lovers of hare meat " tho' many call it good. My
poultry however fancy it. In describing the nest <if the hare, you
gave a good description of the nest of my animal, only this of
mine seems to be made with care, the ground is slightly hollowed
and made as smooth as glass. As the nest is made when vegeta-
tion has attained its growth, in April or thereabouts, these hard,
smooth places remain bare until the rains of autumn. They are
oftencst found in the grain fields, and the so called "sport "of
hunting the hare, crowns the harvest as a sort of festival. As the
reapers—more than one are necessary in these large gi-ain tracts

—go the rounds, (young hare are olten to be found in their track
with their legs cut off by the machine,) the animals are driven
towards the center of the field, then at the last, the mighty braves
rush in, armed with guns and dogs, to the death of those thathave
that have neither way of escape nor means for self defence.

E. S. S.

CoF^F^ESpOfJDEI^CE.

THE EXCHANGE COLUMN.
Fkiend Wade :

Like Mr. Chapman, I do not see how any one c^n reflect on

you, if they have been unfairly dealt with. I have been intend-

ing for a long time to relate my own experience. Last fall I sent

an advertisement of Bronze Turkeys, for sale. In a few days

there came an offer from an attache of a New York Daily to trade

two pairs of Dorking chickens for a Trio of turkeys. Dorkings

were said to be good, bred from imported birds. As the Poultry

Show at the Pittsburgh Exposition was to open in a few days, I

wrote, saying if the Dorkings were shipped to me at Pittsburg in

time for the show there, I would make the exchange. The offer

was accepted by the other party, and Turkeys and Dorkings were,

I believe, shipped the same day, or very nearly so. Dorkings

were received on opening day of Poultry Department or Exposi-

tion. One Silver Grey Dorking pullet was passable, the balance

were utterly disqualified birds. The New Yorker acknowledged
the reception of the turkeys and said they were satisfactory, and

hoped the Dorkings would be equally satisfactory. He must

have been utterly ignorant as to what Dorkings should be, to

have asked such a question, and lam charitable enough in his

case to think it was ignorance rather than intentional wrong,
He is not, so far as I know, a breeder of fowls for sale.

About the same time, I saw an advertisement in the Exchange'
column, offering to exchange Dark B. Partridge Cochins, etc.

etc., for Toulouse Geese, Ducks, etc. etc. I wrote to Mr.
, offering to exchange a number of Ducks, Geese, etc.,

placing a low price on them. Mr. wrote saying

that his Dark B's were worth from $5 to SIO each. Would send

10 Dark B's for S7 5 worth of water fowls. At the price I had
placed on my birds, it would take, as I wrote the party, about a

car-load of Ducks, to get his Dark B's. I then wrote, saying I

would give him a trio of Toulourie Geese, for some of his chick-

ens, a-s I wished to dispose of all my Geese. He wrote to send

the Geese, and he would send Dark B's. His letter being mis-

laid, I am not sure how many he offered, but think it was four

birds. Geese were shipped, and after some three weeks, I received

two little stunted chicks (Dark B's). Believing any one with

check enough to send such birds would be equal to anything, I

wrote nothing to him about them. They remain in my yards to

be shown to visitors as specimens of the stock of that extensive

breeder and advertiser, , Philadelphia. They
don't cause a great many orders to be sent to him. Our mutual

friend, F. R. Woting, has seen them and can tell precisely what
they are. Yours,

A. A. Miller.

Ed. Fanciers Journal.

Dear Sir : Owing to the fact that many are uninformed, or under

wrong impressions in relation to color of earlobes on White Leg-

horns, and think they should have j'ellow, or cream colored

instead of pure white. I would say they should be white, and

only white, and in proof would add, I have bred them thus for

many years, and have imported from Leghorn, Italy, five trios, and

none of them had any approach to yellow on earlobe. When the

white is imperfect, or injured, it invariably shows red, and it

should be either white or red under all circumstances, and under

none, yellow or cream color; neither do I know of any pure

variety of fowl with yellow or cream colored earlobes. The Asi-

atic, Game, French, American, Dominique, and Dorking, some

32 kinds have red ear lobes. The Spanish, Hamburg, Polish,

and Seabright, some 23 kinds, have while earlobes, and I know
of no kind with yellow or cream colored. I think it probable if

any one should introduce Light Brahma blood into White Leg-

horn stock, it would increase their size, and perhaps a pure white

earlobe on one and a pure red earlobe on the other might produce

a yellow or cream colored earlobe, but I do not believe a yellow

or cream colored earlobe is natural to any pure blooded and

distinct variety of fowls. If any importer of Leghorns has ever

imported any with yellow tjr cream colored earlobes I should be

pleased to hear from him through your columns.

An article in the Rtiral Journal, of February, 1876, signed H.

says, " the White Leghorn fowl, from its name, is presumed to

have been introduced from Leghorn, Italy, although tliere is no

doubt but that it is of American origin, being classified with the

Dominique and Plymouth Rocks as American breeds, by all of

our best poultry societies. Of late years a few fowls have been

imported from Italy, and are inferior to our own, and evidently

spring from birds that found their way there from this country.

The varieties are White, Brown, Black, and Dominique, size be-

ing in the order in which we have enumerated them. Cocks

weighing from 5 to 7 pounds, and hens from 4 to 6 pounds. Any
admixture of the blood shows itself very plainly in the color of

the egg shell." Such information as this ought to immediately

educate all, as regards this variety. 1st, that they are of Ameri-
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can origin, and only impoitctl iTccnlly, when it is a well known

fact, that ncariy one-fourth of a contui-y has passed since their im-

portation direct from Leghorn, Italy, to Connecticut, and I think

those that went from this country to Italy, were, as lie says,

•" birds that found their way there," as I liardly think any one

carried them, as it would be like taking coals to New Castle.

2d, In size, I see little or no difference, except the Blacks are a

little the smallest, but none should weigh as heavy as he says,

3-i to 5 pounds for cocks, and 3 to 4 pounds for hens, is near their

natural weight. 3d, any admixture of blood does not show in

color of egg shell, it only shows when mixed with such variety

as lay colored eggs, or eggs that are not white, but how will it

show if the admixture is with a variety that also lays white eggs ?

C. A. PllKlN.
Hartford, Conn.

Dear Joornal :

A German gentleman called on me tlie other day, and wished

to see my pigeons. Of course I was only too glad to show my
pets, and we were soon in the house I call my loft. It is a two-

room house, formerly occupied as a dwelling, and is very conven-

ient, as at this season of the year I keep the cocks in one room,

and ihe hens in the other, not allowing them to breed in winter.

Somehow, I felt that I could learn lots about pigeons from my
visitor, and I listened eagerly to everything he said. lie talked

considerable, and, among other things, told me his way of teach-

ing pigeons to come back to the cote, when flown for the first

time, and, as I have seen several inquiries on this subject, in the

Journal, and other papers, I give it just as it was given me

—

except the German accent. It is new to me, but others may have

heard of it before. He said :

" You must take your pigeons into the cote on Friday, and let

them stay there till the next Friday, feeding them in the cnte.

On the Friday after you have put them in, catch each pigeon,

and, holding the head from you, pluck two short feathers from

the right wing. These feathers you must break, or bend double,

and nail up in the cote. As soon as you have done so lo all the

pigeons, open the trap and let them fly. They will never fly

away while the feathers are nailed up; but be sure you do it on

Friday, and get Ihe right wings of the pigeons."

My face must have expressed my doubts about the efficacy of

this plan, for the old gentleman appeared hurt, while he re-assured

me with the remark that he had "tried it so much as one hund-

red times." I have not tried the experiment yet, and do not

think I shall; but it does not look any more unreasonable than

some of the stories Moore tells, about the medical properties

po'ssessed by the pigeon. Lon. Hardman.
St. Joe, Mo., Feb. 1.

Detroit, Feb. 18, 1876.
Friend Wade :

Our fair has come and gone and we find ourselves a thousand

dollars ahead in cash and material, besides the enjoyment attend-

ing a most delightful exhibition. Our only defect was in the fact

that the building was not properly constructed for that purpose,

which necessitated the separation of the departments. The fish

display was magnificent, filling 15 large aquariums, some over

five feet in length with plate glass sides, besides a large number
of small hanging aquariums and the hatching troughs.

We are being urged by the citizens to erect an exposition build,

ing and are thinking seriously of making the attempt. We had
fifteen thousand visitors, who all expressed themselves delighted

with the fiiir. Felch did most of the judging, and there was not

a protest.

I learn that the Utica fair has been seriously interfered with by
bad weather.

Yours, &c., E. C. SiuxNER.

pedigrees.

Mr. Editor:

In Vol. 3 No. 6, p. 60, top of 1st column of your paper " N. E"
makes the World say that " no inore pedigrees of fowls will be

published [in the World] hereafter."—What the World did say

was that " pedigrees of birds hatched in 1874 or earlier years"

imuld be published in the magazine, but " entries of poultry

hatched in 1875 or later years will appear in regular book form

but not in the magazine."

The difference is the same as between half a loaf and no bread.

Please make the correction injustice to the Journal as well as to

the World. Yours with respect,

H. II. Stoddard.
Harteord, Conn., Fkb. 14, 1876.

. dropping eggs.

Editor Fanciers Journal.

Sir: I have some fine light Brahma Hens, and some of them

have a notion of dropping their eggs without shells or with shells

partly formed. I have had to relieve one of her egg which had

smashed and one of them died on her nest I ihink from the egg

breaking inside. Perhaps some of your leaders will give a rem-

edy. Respectfully,

Sherwood Chase.
Jefferson, Wis., Feb. 14, 1876.

SjWA^LL PeJ DEf='/^f^JIVlE[Jj

(Rfported for Fanciers- Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadnlphia, for the week emling Feb. ISth, 1876.

1 Alligator {Alligator Mississippiensis). Presented by S. I.

Lerick, Jr., Philadelphia.

1 Opossum {Didelphi/s Viryinianus). Presented by Hon. Alexan-

der Henry, Philadeli)hia.

1 Flying Squirrel (Sciurus Volucella). Presented by J. McCabe,

Philadelphia.

1 Sparrow Hawk (Accipiler nisus). Presented by John Krider,

Philadelphia.

1 Berlanders Tortoise, Presented by Dr. H. C. Yarrow,

AVashington, D. C.

19 Chequred Tortoises (C!s(u(/o FiiVi/mfa) ) Presented by John

1 Eed-hellied Terrapin
(
Clemmys rulrirentris ) Fletcher, Philadel-

phia. HUON.

For the week ending February 26, 1876.

1 Fulmar Petrel (Procellaria glacialis). Presented by W. H.

Zern, Atlantic City, N. J.

1 Opossum {Didclphi/S Viryinianus). Presented by William

Golding, Philadelphia.

1 Wild Turkey (Meleagris gaVopavo). Presented by Mr
Wistar, Gerraantonn, Pa.

8 Dingoes (Canis dingo). Born in the Garden.

1 Snowy Owl (Nyctea niuea). Presented by William Eachus,

Wagontown, Chester County, Pa. HnoN.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 13.

prairie-dogs.

The Prairie-dog [Cynomis) a genus of American rodent, belong-

ing both to the squirrel and wood-chuck families, is foimd very

abundantly on the plains west of the Missouri liiver. Your

correspondent E. S. S., has given a very interesting sketch of
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these little rodents in Fancier—Jnn. 13, p. 19, towliicli I can add

nothing save a remark or two about the Owl and Kattlesnake

residing with tliem.

It is true the Prairie dog has not the pleasure of having a house

to himself, and the Burrowing Owl {Athene cunicularice) and the

terrible Rattlesnake
(
Crotaliis tergeminus) do takeforcible possession

of his domicile ! It lias been tough t by some wlio had too mucli

charity to think evil of even snakes and owls, that because bird

and reptile were found in the home of a quadruped that it was

a happy family, but alas for the romance! it proves to be the old

story. The lion does lie down with himb, but the lamb happens

to be inside of the lion ; and the knife of the naturalist has found

the prairie-dog inside the snake, and proved thereby that the snake

was by no means a welcome guest, but an intruder on the prem-

ises, self billeted, soldier like in time of war, procuring lodging

without cost, and eating up the inhabitants by way of thankful-

ness !

The reason for the owl being one of the residents is not so

clear, but as those birds love flesh, probably they snap up an oc-

casional young and tender prairie-dog. Perhaps Cynomis would

not allow either of these intruders in his home if he could help it,

but like a meml)er of more elevated society, lie must put up with

a nuisance because he cannot get rid of it.

Does not E. S. S. mean " prairie-squirrel," (5/)ermo/j/ii7Hs) when

she says a few buckets of water will drown one of them [prarie-

dogs) out ? Five barrels of water have been poured into the bur-

row of the lutter without filling it

!

Twenty-eight of these interesting Utile fellows were presented

to the Zoo by a gentleman of tlie West, before the Garden was

formally opened, since then they have been increasing to consider-

able extent ; some have been given away, some have been fed

away, and some died away by reason of the long severe cold snap

of weather last winter. It was a wonder that all were not frozen

to death ! How the figures would show at this time were the

census of Dog-Town taken it would be hard to say, but doubtless

there would be found, at least, the original number of the colony

when founded. As the Cynomis is in no way related to the dog,

nor in the least resembles one, how it came to be so called is, as

Dundreary says, "what no fillahcan find out." It may have

been called a dog from the sharp tone of its yelp or chatter, or it

may have been on the principle of " lucus a non lucendo," because

it was no dog at all. Huon.

ExcF|;\pJqEs.

;nts under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribing- and offering for Excliaii;»e only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

!Ii^^"To EXCHANGES FOR CASH" Or "gREEKBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or ''WASTED AN OFFER," etc., etc., canuot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exchange or Want column.

I^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

BLACK lilST.
"We have several complaints against Wm. S. Knox, of Allegheny City. Will

Mr. Knox please explaiu.

R. O. FAIRSERVK'E. K. Newark, N. J., wants 1 White Lpghorn
Cockerel, 1 Si.ver Penciled llaiiiburg Pullet, 1 U'bite Cochin Cock, 1 Partridge
Cochin Cockerel, 2 Aylesbury Bucks, iti exchange for Aylesbury Drakes out uf
imported Kggs, or Ligbt lirubma Pullets.

J". L. CONIVIiL-LIT. lianistown, 111., will exchange 1 trio of Bmnze
Turkeys, last June hatch. Gobbler weighs 25, bena 13 audl4 lbs. each, 1 trio of
Light and Dark Brahmas, '75 batch, ToDD & WiLLtAMs", Strains, Good Birds,
for two i'ekin Dueka, (no drakc'st, a pure bred Newfoundland Bog Pup, must
be benutifutly marked \\''eh: (it's Illustrated Book of Poultry Bound, send
age and weight of Ducks, all must be 1st class as mine are.

W". I»ROVV, Greensburg, Pri., has a Gales' Feed-Cutter to exchange
for first-class breeding Light Brabmas or Buff Cochins, heavy birds : how
many will you give, charges paid. Cutter good &i new, cost 5?10.

T. irril^IjER, Lock Box, No. 4, Ilarrisburfc, Pa., will exchange 75 larg
Chromo Lithographs of diff-'rent Subjects, 1 Breech-Loadins; Gun, single barrel,
1 Letter Prfss, 1 Pouter cock, 2 large Family Bibles, new, for 1 Red Pouter Ueu
i Antwerp lien. Archangel Cock, oroffeis.

,TAT?IES MORRISEY, 525 Race St., IFarrisburg, Pa., will exchange
an Irish Bull Terrier Bitch, weight 45 lbs , color light briadle, an elegant
watch dog, for Singing Birds, Fancy Chickens, or offers

"WARRKN BECK, York, Pa., will exchange one pair of very fine

Black Carriers, one pair of Ring Doves, one very B. K. B. R. Game Stag, one
Black Game Ilet., one Yellow Cap Majipie Cf^ck, Tumblers in v^rictv. one
Black Quaker Cock and e^^gs from l^t prize R. B. Red Games and Golden Pnl-
jinds, (Picknell's str^iajfor Silver Duck wing Game, or Nos. 12 to 25 of Wright's
illustrated Book of Poultry.

0]j:t>RGl<: OREINER. 318 South Queen Street, Lancaster City, Pa.,
will exchange 1 good Male Can:iry, 1 good large Mahogany Table, Game Cocks
or Stags and liens for good White Leghorns. Must be pure stock us mine are.
Also have 2 Setter Bitches, one is perfectly trained; one is ^pladed,full blooded.
Make offers.

CHAS. SEL.SER, Doyleston, Pa., will exchange one trio of G. S.

Hamburgs for trio S. S Hamburgs or Iloudans, four good B. Hamburg Cock-
erel for good Ilamburg Pullets of any kind.

F, M, SCHWARTZ, Rernville, Berks Co., Pa., wille.xchauge a Cape
May Pbaiton Box ready for the painier. whicii for style and finish cannot be
surpa.'^sed. Also Yellow Pouter Cocks, for Red or Yellow llfns, or offers.

JOHiV IlE\»RICStS, Tamaqui, Pa., will exchange two trios

first-class HoudanSjlai-ge size, iine color, crest and beard for Owls, Swallows or
genuine Antwerps. None but mated, good birds wanied.

EJLIJAIT liO V, Box 33, East Meriden, Conn., will exchange one good
RiHe—for a pair of Ferrets or offt-r.s. Also, twenty-five pairs of White Mice,
and two splendid Nickel-plated Revolvers—for Pouters or W'bite Fantails, Lop
Rabbits, or offers.

W. C. I<:AT4>N, Newark, N. J.. will exchange Partridge Cochins
Light Brahmas ('74 and '75 birds), and a Graves' Incubator—for Plymo
Rock eggs. Will also make Photographs for P. R. eggs.

THOS. PKAV, 91 Jacob Street, Louisville, Ky., will exchange 32
volumes Scientific American, Matthew Henry's Commentaries, five vols., edi-

tion of 18IS, German Art Treasurers.Turkey morocco, very line—forfine poul
try, poultry or agricultural books, and good Microscope. Write.

JNO. F. HOrSFR, Tamaqua, Pa., has for exchange Pea fowls
('three males and one female), hatched 1875. Also one pair pure Vvhite Angora
Habbits, two trios Golden and one trio Silver Sebright Bantams (first-premium
stock), Exhibition Coops, Rabbit Hutches, Squirrel Cages, Parret Cages,
\Vhite Mice, White Mice Cage, and fancy Pigeons. What offers ?

r. A.'WII^FBFLB, Hubbard, Ohio, has for exchange Dark Brah-
s, G. P. Hamburgs, Black-red Games, from my imported stock—for Coop-
s Game Fowl, Tegetmeier's or Wright's Poultry Books, or Fancy Pigeons.

JOHN S. HtTRniS, 93 State St., Albany, will exchange two pairs
Red Dragons, one pair Black Carrriers first-class birds, for six White Face Blk.
Spanish Pullets.

E. J. CH.4 IV DliER, KennettSquare,CbesterCo.,Pa., will exchange
one White Polish Cockerel and one American Dominique Cockerel, good stock,
both are fine and stylish birds,—for one White Polish Hen, and one White
Leghorn Cockerel, both must have pure white ear-lobes, and good birds.

C li. GATCH, New Richmond, Ohi'>, willexchangefortrio Plymouth
Rocks (Upman's Strain with Pedigree), or trio White Cochins (with Pedigree),
not over a year old—a fine Combination Telegraph Instrument, with Battery
and Instruction Book to learn the business. What offers. The above new.

W, H, BOSTHIVICK, 914 South Sixth St
,

will exchange two Vols, of ZclTs Kncyclopedii for Brow
wliite ear-lobes and good combs. ^Vnat offers.

I. F. FUL1.ER, Normal, III., has forexchan^e one pairofS.S. Ham-
burgs, one pair of Silver Polish, a Golden Hambui-g hen. (Will's stock) a
Light Brahma cockerel, and a Black Polisn cock, for Iloudans, Brown and
White Leghorns, or Light or Black Brahmas. All good stock ; same wanted.

G. C. liEOlVARD, 115 Baldwin St., El

new Mansard Nickel Case Watch, Duplex ui

Music Box, brat-s cyhnder, plays two tunes
; val

for Song Birds, or what other offers.

N. Y., will exchange one
le new Rosewood
h fifteen dollars.

OLIVER O SCHOCK, Hamburg, Berks Co., Pa., will exchange
1 trio iVhite Rose combed Bantams, (clean leggi-d,) for White African Owls,
Blue or White Jacobins, must have pearl eyes. Be quick I

BOX 28, WILL.1.\MSS»4>RX, PA., will exchance L. Brahnu
B Cochins, G. Pheasant cockeres. 0. Mu.scova Duck hen, Setter Dog, G
Pheasants, by pair, for W. C. B Polish, B. Cochin cockerel, W^. Leghorn trio

IIoudiDs, or offers.

STEVEN BOALT, Norwalk, Ohio, will exchange four pair Silver

Dun Antwerps, one pair Red Jacobins, one pair Red and White b'ans, old

pigtons; 4 Coek and 3 Hen Bronze Turkeys ; 1 trio Black Spanish, for fiour,

wheat, corn, merchandise, or offers.

G. C. LEONARD, 115 Baldwin St., Elmira, N. Y , wants to ex
change lUO boxes Beiiham's polish fer all kinds of metal, without soap or
waier, put up in neat tin boxe.s, with full directions, retails for 25 cents ; one
Mexican Double Yellow Head Talking Parrotr, 10 months old, value -toO

What offers ?
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ACiASSIZ.

I .stiind again on the familiar shore,

And hear the waves of the distracted sea,

Piteously calling: and lamenting thee.

And waiting restless at thy cottage door.

The rocks, the seaweed on the ocean floor,

The willows in the meadow, and the free

Wild winds of the Atlantic welcome me ;

Then why shouldst thoii he dead and come no more 1

Ah, why shoiddst thou be dead, when common men
Are busy with their trivial affairs.

Having and holding ? Why, wlien thou hadst read

Nature's mj'sterious manuscript, and then

Wast ready to reveal the truth it hears.

Why art thou silent ? Why shouldst thou be dead ?

LONUIELLOW.

HANDLING COBKAS-

In no one account is obedience to David Crockett's maxim,

"First be sure you are right, then go ahead," more important than

in handling poisonous snakes. To know just how to do a thing

is the secret of doing it well, but in handling cobras, it is the pre-

ventative of death. At the Zoological Gardens, London, a box of

cobras was recently received fiom India. A correspondent thus

describes the keeper's method of handling them :

With his long-handled wire hook, he, from a respectful distance,

managed to draw a snake tail first, and catching it by the tip, let

it gently down head foremost into its new cage, the lid of which,

a glass slide, was open just wide enough to receive it. One after

another, eight cobras were thus removed and safely housed, some

dilating their "hood" and angrily hissing as they tried to strike

whatever object they could reach. Snake charmers and Indian

jugglers thus handle the cobras with impunity.

Suspended bv the tail, they are powerless to raise themselves

and wound the hand that holds them ; but care must be taken lest

the creatures strike at the limbs. The specimens just arrived are

Naja tripudians, the cobra of India. One other of the same spe-

cies, but a sickly snake, is already in the gardens ; another died

lately. In their narrow prison-house the new family present a

miserable appearance. Ample space to bathe and to move freely

would be their almost only chance of health, and it is to be hoped

that when the lions' new and commodious quarters are ready to

receive them, a more suitable home will be built for the Ophidians.

Several of these new cobras were found to be already dead.

CAPART'S SERVANT.

Jules Verne is a wild inventor, and famous for his improbabil-

ities; but his orang, "Jupe," in the story of "The Mysterious

Island," that acts as waiter, &c., like an intelligent negro servant,

is no improbable creation. The wonderful African chimpanzee,
" Tombouetou," now in Paris, is a fact, and would make an ex-

cellent mate for Verne's fiction.

Ho is perfectly tame and gentle. While his master, M. Capart,

lived at Sierra Leono, he filled in his house the office of domes-

tic, saluting visitors, opening doors, &c. When they embarked

for France, Tombouetou suffered some day,*: from sea-sickness-,

but after his recovery he jumped about on deck, on yard arms

and masts, and became a great favorite with the sailors. When
the ship was entering the Gnlf of Gascony, Mine. Capart was

startled at missing her baby, a child eight months old. Looking

about her, and then up towards the sky, she saw the monkey,

with the baby in his arms, on the top of the mainmast, gravely

seated on a yard arm, rocking the child to and fro, as he had

seen the mother often do, while now and then he would give it a

pat on the cheek with his paw.

This lasted for perhaps half a minute; then, while every eye

was upon him, he executed a prodigious cabriole, descended in

an instant the backstay, and, hooking himself by his tail to the

yard-beam, balanced himself with his burden. The mother

screamed, but the captain put his hand over her mouth, com-

manding silence, as the monkey might be frightened and let go

his hold of the baby. Finally came a dash of sea against and

over the ship, when Tombouetou let go the mast and fell, but

with such address as to catch himself with one hand to a rope,

jump upon a ladder, and with one bound was upon the bridge,

with the baby safe and sound in his arms.

MARVELOUS SNAKE-FIGHT.

The Santa Eosa (California) Democrat of Feb. 20th tells this

story

:

Last August, as Mr. Woodbridge, who lives just above Clover-

dale, formerly of Petaluma, was going to his work in the early

morning, he saw a strange sight, something which he could not

at first define—whirling, writhing, and turning on the ground.

On a nearer approach, what was his astonishment to discover

two immense rattlesnakes engaged in a deadly strife. They were

wrapped around each other from the tail to within six or eight

inches of the head, and never for a moment did they take their

eyes off each other. Now and then they would slowly unwind to

within one or two coils of the tail, when, with an instantaneous

movement, they would again become involved to the neck, and

with jaws distended and fangs exposed, one would strike at the

other, his antagonist invariably dodging the blow, when in turn

he would be foiled.

After repeating their manoeuvres for a time, they would lie

panting in each other's coils, and then slowly and cautiously un-

wind, only to repeat the involvement and striking again. So

fiercely did they embrace each other that one would think surely

the life would be cruslijd out. Strike after strike was made on

both sides, but ne^er once was an adversary so far caught off his

guard as to receive a blow.

They had been fighting over a space of fifteen or twenty feet,

as evinced by their tracks in the dust. To all appearances they

had been fighting all night, every inch of ground bearing marks
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of the conflict. After looking at them for some time, Mr. Wood-
bridge cut a pole some eight or ten feet long, and just then a Mr.

Murphy came up.

He tooli the pole, and, approaching the snakes, they simultane-

ously di.-icovercd him, when, loosening their hold of each other

with marvellous rapidity, the larger one rushed at him, perfectly

furious. It required the second blow to stop him. In a moment

after, the other started after Mr. Murphy, as his now dead an-

tagonist had done, when he, too, was slain by a well-directed

blow. One had sixteen and tlie other fifteen rattles.

PodLJI^Y ^Efy^F^JIVIEflj.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

JUDGING BY THE STANDARD.
Ed. Fanciees' Journal:

In number six of your Jooknal I notice an article on " Judg-

ing by the Standard," from the pen of Isaac Van Winkle, Esq.,

in which my name appears, and this you know is sufficient cause

for me to say a few words in defense of my former article on the

same subject, although I rule the subject out of order at this time,

when all the poultry shows are over, and the judging of the season

done. And I must say also that I approach the subject with

"fear and trembling," in the face of the classic lore exhibited in

the learned gentleman's article, a part of which is about as relevant

and lends as much weight to the subject under consideration as

the reading of a page of Homer's Iliad would to the illustration

of a question in theology. For instance, in comparing the judg-

ing of a chicken to the different orders of architecture, the gen-

tleman makes a mistake. In judging by the standard, a specimen

is all Doric, all Ionic, or all Gothic, and not a part of them all,

as he puts it. As the gentleman truly says, the standard of ex-

cellence points out the various qualities that go to malie up a per-

fect specimen, and also shows where the imperfections are to be

found. Now, if it does tin's, why cannot we place a numerical

value on the perfection and deduct a part, or the whole, of such

value when the specimen under consideration falls below this

standard perfection. If a perfect fowl, is made up of cc rtain

enumerated parts, and must have these parts as descriljcd by the

standard, in order to be perfect, wliy cannot a relative value be

placed upon each part, and that value be represented by a number
corresponding to the value of that particular part in comparison

to the others'! If a fancier has a just appreciation of a fowl, he
can soon determine what fraction of a perfect fowl the head,

hackle, or tail, represents, but if he is narrow-minded and preju-

diced in his ideas of what constitutes a perfect bird, he can see

only the tail, hackle, or leg-feathering, to the disadvantage of all

other parts, and to such a man the standard is of no use. Again,

when the gentleman takes exception to the values I placed on a

first, second, and third premium he misunderstands my proposi-

tion of the case. I do not say that a bird scoring 90 points

should have a. firs^t premium. I only said a specimen scoring less

than 90 should not have one. I should much rather place my scale

5 points higher, all around, but I take it if a judge takes the stand-

ard of excellence for his guide and scores a biid according to its

teachings, he will find but few that will scale 90 points, and fewer

still that will score 9.'), and I venture the assertion that there nevi r

was and never will be one that will score 100 points. Think of

it I a chicken entirely perfect in symmetry, head, comb, hackle,

&c., one to which nothing could be added or taken from. Per-

fection in that sense is something at which we may all aim, with

the certain knowledge that we can never attain. Again, good

judges see nearer alike than some people would have us suppose.

I have an instance now in my mind where four good judges scored

the same bird with a diflerence of but (|) one half a point, and

six, scored the same bird with but one and one-half (1|) points

difference, all marking by the Standard of Excellence and each

ignorant of the others' score. And while I have no doubt some

improvement could be made in the description of some of the •

varities of domestic poultry, as they appear in the Standard of

Excellence, I am satisfied that the A. P. A. did a grand work

when they placed it as it now stands before the fanciers of

America, and I am satisfied also that it needs only to be under-

stood to be appreciated, and to enable gO' d judges to render simi-

lar decisions. I have no doubt also that discussion and an honest

interchange of sentiments will bring about at the next meeting of

the A. P. A., all the alterations or amendments that are necessary

to make it what it certainly will some -day be—a complete and per-

fect guide to poultry breeders.

In conclusion, I will only say, I have written this article not

for the sake of discussion or to see my name in print, but to

remove any erroneous impress-ion my former article may have

caused, and in defense of one of the links that binds together in

unity the fanciers of America—THE AMERICAN STANDARD
OF EXCELLENCE. Respectfully,

James M. Lambing.

Pakkek's Landing, Pa., Feb. 16th, 1876.

INSTINCT.

ITS PLASTICITY IN FOWLS.

A writer in the London JVnttire says :—Thn e years ago I gave

a pea-fowl's egg to a Brahma hen' to hatch. The hen was an old

one, and had previously reared many broods of ordinary chick-

ens with unusual success even for one of her breed. In order to

hatch the pea-chick she had to sit one week longer than is requi-

site to hatch an ordinary chick, but in this there is nothing very

unusual, for, as Mr, Spalding observes, the same thing happens

with every hen that hatches out a brood of ducklings. The ob-

ject with which I made this experiment, however, was that of

ascertaining whether the period of maternal care suljsequcnt to

idcubation admits, under pecidiar conditions, of being prolonged
;

for a pea-chick requires such care for a very much longer time

than does an ordinary chick. As the separation between a hen

and her chickens always appears to be due to the former driving

away the latter when they are old enough to shift for themsehes,

I scarcely expected the hen in this case to prolong her period of

maternal care, and, indeed, only tried the experiment because I

thought that if she did so the fact would be the best one imagina-

ble to show in what a high degree hereditary instinct may be

modified by peculiar individual experiences. The result was very

surprising. For the enormous period of eighteen months this

old Brahma hen remained with her ever-growing chicken, and

throuuhout the whole of that time she continued to pay it unre-

mitting attention. She never laid any eggs during this length-

ened period of maternal supervision, and if at any time she

became accidentally separated from her charge, the distress of

both mother and chicken was very great. Eventually the separa-

tion seemed to take place on the side of the peacock, but it is
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rorhnrkrtble timt nlthough the mother and chicken eventually sep-

nriited, they never aCtcrwards forgot each other, as usually ap-

jiciirs to he the case with hens and their chickens. So long as

they remained together the abnormal degree of pride which the

mother showed in her wonderful chicken was most ludicrous

;

but I have no space to enter into details. It may bo stated, how-

<'vcr, that both before and after the separation the mother was in

the habit of frequently combing out the topknot of her son

—

she standing on a seat, or other eminence, of suitable height, and

ho bending his head forward with evident satisfaction. This fact

is particniarly noteworthy, because the practice of combing out

the topknot of their chickens is customary among pea-hens. In

conclusion, I may observe that the peacock reared by this Brahma

hen turned out a finer bird in every way than did any of his

brothers of the same brood which were reared by their own

mother, but that on repeating the experiment next year with

another Brahma hen and several pea-ehickens, the result was

different, for the hen deserted her family at the same time when

it is natural for ordinary hens to do so, and in consequence all

the pea-chickens miserably perished.

I have just concluded another experiment which is well worth

recording. A bitch ferret strangled herself by trying to squeeze

through too narrow an opening. She left a very young family

of three orphans. These I gave, in the middle of the day, to a

Brahma hen which had been sitting on dummies for about a

mouth. She took to them almost immediately, and remained

with them for rather more than a fortnight, at the end of which

time I had to cause a separation, in consequence of the hen hav-

ing suffocated one of the ferrets by standing upon its neck.

During the whole of the time that the ferrets were left with the

hen the latter had to sit upon the nest; for the young ferrets, of

course, were not able to follow the hen about as chickens would

have done. The hen, as might be expected, was very much

puzzled at the lethargy of her offspring. Two or three times a

day she used to fly off the nest, calling upon her brood to follow
;

but upon hearing their cries of distress from cold, she always

returned immediately and sat with patience for six or seven

hours more. I should have said that it only took the hen one

day to learn the moaning of these cries of distress ; for after the

first day she would always run in an agitated manner to any place

where I concealed the ferrets, provided that this place was not

too far away from the nest to prevent her from hearing the cries

of distress. Yet I do not think it would be possible to conceive

of a greater contrast than that between the shrill piping notes of

a young chicken and the hoarse growling noise of a young ferret.

On the other hand, I cannot say that the young ferrets ever

seemed to learn the meanings of the hen's clucking. During the

whole of the time that the hen was allowed to sit upon the fer-

rets she used to comb out their hair with her bill, in the same

way as hens in general comb out the feathers of their chickens.

While engaged in this process, however, she used frequently to

stop and look with one eye at the wriggling nest-full with an

inquiring gaze expressive of astonishment. At other times, also,

her family gave her good reason to be surprised; for she used

often to fly off the nest suddenly with a loud scream—an ac

tion which was doubtless due to the unaccustomed sensation of

being nipped by the young ferrets in their search for the teats.

It is further worth while to remark that the hen showed so much
uneasiness of mind when the ferrets were taken from her to be

fed, that at one time I thought she was going to desert them

altogether. After this, therefore, the ferrets were always fed in

the nest, and with this arrangement the hen was perfectly satis-

fied—apparently because she thought that she then had some

share in the feeding process. At any rate she used to cluck when
she saw the milk coming, and surveyed the feeding with evident

satisfaction.

Altogether, I consider this a very remarkable instance of the

plasticity of instinct. The hen, it should be said, was a young

one, and had never reared a brood of chickens. A few months

before she reared the young ferrets, she had been attacked and

nearly killed by an old ferret which had escaped from his hutch.

The young ferrets were taken from her several days before their

eyes were open.

In conclusion, I may add, that a few weeks before trying this

experiment with the hen I tried a similar one with a rabbit. In

this case the ferret was newly born, and I gave it to a white doe

rabbit which had littered six days before. Unlike the hen, how-

ever, she perceived the imposture at once, and attacked the young

ferret so savagely that she broke two of its legs before I could

remove it. To have made this experiment parallel with the

other, however, the two mothers ougut to have littered on the

same day. In this case the result would probably have been

different; fori have heard that under such circumstances even

such an intelligent animal as a bitch may be deceived into rearing

a cat, and vice versa.

(For Fanciers' .Journal.)

NATIONAL POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir,—Our great National show is just over. It was a

grand success, there being three thousand fowls and pigeons, and

three hundred dogs.

When I entered the poultry department, I thought what a

splendcd chance for a fowl report. Well the Light Brahmas were

a large class, and were fine, two of the hens weighing respectively

1.3^ and 14 lbs. There were some very choice cocks, and the

cockerels were nearly perfect, as were a great many of the hens

and pullets.

The Ducks were not so large a class, but were very good, and

were headed by a magnificent pair of birds, entered by the Presi-

dent, Mr. E. L. Lamb ; they were almost perfect, and to describe

them more fully, I would say that they were the noted birds

Waltham and Dee. There was also a young cockerel that be-

longed to Mr. Lamb, that promises to excel his father Waltham,

when developed.

There were many other good birds exhibited by different par-

ties. The judging by Mr. Mansfield gave good satisfaction, and

the prizes were well placed.

The Buff Cochins came next, and were a splendid class. There

were some very choice birds owned by Mr. Barnes, and by Mr.

Jones. But as a class, we think they would average 80 points.

I did not admire the first premium cock as much as I did the third

prize one, which I think was much better in color, shape, and size.

But the Buffs did not near equal the Partridge Cochins. There

were a great many of them, 60 birds. They were grand, and

were the richest looking lot of birds on exhibition. The prizes

were well placed, and gave good satisfaction to all, excepting two

or three constitutional grumblers.

Whites were a poor class, with the exception of two birds, that

was the 1st prize cock, and a hen or pullet, I know not which.

The Blacks were a small class but good, and prizes well placed.

Next came the B. B. Red- Games. They were a big class, num-

bering 89 birds, they were beauties. There were a great many

fashionable birds, with long legs and snake like necks and heads,

and of course they took the prizes. But I admired the birds that

had been bred more especially for the pit, with shorter legs and

more plump, symmetrical bodies ; and they were by far the

brighter colored, and beautiful. But still fashion must have its

sway, and take the lead, but long live the clippers. There were

some Black Red Derbys, that were nice birds.

Next came the Duckwings, they were not a large class, yet
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very good in both classes, Silvers and Yellows. Thc}' were all

in good condition, and were well judged.

Then came the Piles; they were, with two exceptions, very styl-

ish birds, and with different coloring, would fill A. D. Warren's

model to a T. They were well judged. The two excepted, were

birds bred for the pit, good in color, hut set lower and with

smooth, plump bodies, and shorter necks and heads, yet they

were very good.

Black Games were a small class and good, were mostly pit

birds, and well judged. Grays, Dominiqucs, Sumatras, and one

or two more classes, were small but good, and judged well. The

]'olands were large classes, and very beautiful, especially the

Whites owned by Mr. Sperry of Hartford, Conn. ; they were

gems.

The Famburgs were out in full force, and were nice, especially

the blacks.

Spanish were a medium sized class, and very fine. Leghorns

ditto. Houdans, small class and an indifferent. Crevecceurs,

good. LaFlechwcre also good. Dorkings, a small class, but

the best I have ever met. Plymouth Rocks were a medium class,

and very good in quality, as were the Dominiques. Bantams

were a very large class, and I will not attempt to describe them,

as I could not do them justice, and will only say they should

have been seen to be appreciated; they were well judged by Mr.

Spaulding, and thc other judges.

There were on exhibition also some Pea Fowls, Pheasants, and

Ferrets.

There were some Lop eared Rabbits, they were not very beauti-

ful, but were, I suppose, fine specimens. Also a pair of Kima-

layans, they were beauties and were much admired by the ladies

and children. There were several cats, one was a beautiful

Tortoise-shell cat, owned by Mr. Lamb ; it sold for $25 ; there

was also a laige white Thomas called Tommie Graves, he was in

a cage with a canary, which she did not appear to notice. The

Maltese kittens were good.

I will not attempt to describe the pigeons any more than to say

that they were beauties. The dogs were all veiy fine, and may be

described at a future day.

The show was no doubt a grand success, which was owing

entirely to the efforts of Secretary Willard and his assistants;

and I left with the impression on my mind, that Willard is just

the man, and could not be done without. Long may he wave.

And having noticed all and compared we will say.

Ste7nmata quid Jaciunt,

RliNIM.
•-»-•

(For Fiinciers' Journal.)

PEKIN DUCKS.
Is the Editor of the Bulletin an "inflationist V I judge so by

the space he gives gratis, in the Poultry Bulletin, for November,

to that Mystic (Bridge), Rev. Mr. Clift to advertise Pekin Ducks.

It may be, that it doesn't amount to much, but it is too gshy, and

the advertising dodge, thus 7nyslic{&\\y) wormed in the reading

department of the"Bulletin"is simply done to assist in selling more

ducks this fall, and to increasd the demand for eggs thc coming

spring. Some time since, Mr. Editor, you informed me that you

had several enquiries from would-be-purchasers of the Pekin ducks,

and before you answer them, I would like to have Mr. Clift sub-

stantiate the following statement. "They proved to be very pro-

lific and hardy,and much larger than the Rouens and Aylesburys."

The italics are mine, and on that point I want emphatic, special

information—free from guess-work. He also remarks : "A few

extra weights have sold as high as ?.30, consequently, at this late

day he will experience no difficulty in giving me the weight of

specimens, "«i»i/i /oiY/cr than Rouens or Aylesburys ?" "They

are the perfection of all the duck tribe, for eating." What

a shame to "sacrifice for the table" "odd drakes," when the "prog-

eny" of a cross with "Aylesburys and Rouens is an impi-oremad u|)-

on these fine breeds" and doubly so, while, "the original prices

are still maintained."' But perhaps the e.xtraordin.ary prolific na-

ture of this "great acquisition to the water fowl of the country,"

explains why the palate is tickled with such Tycoon luxuries. But

wont these ptiffs become stale some of these days ? Old breeders

already read them knowingly, with one eye dosed. But I mut-t

exit, as I know the Journal is down on advertising in its reading

columns, and might think I am also interested in Pekins.

Yours truly. Western New York.

[The above article unfortunately got mislaid, but it has some

points that will not spoil very soon, and are as much in order now
as when written.

—

Ed
]

THE WORCESTER AND FRANKLIN CO. POUL-
TRY AND PET STOCK ASSOCIATION.

The following premiums were awarded at the annual exhibition

of the Worcester and Franklin Co. Poultry and Pet Stock Associ-

ation, at Starr Hall, Athol, Mass., Tuesday, Wednesday, and

Thursday, Januaiy 4, 5, and 6, 1876.

LIST OP PREMIUMS.

Bio/imas—Light, Fowls, 1st, P. F. Amidon, Hinsdale, N. H.;
chicks, 1st and 2d, P. F. Amidon. Dark—Fowls, 1st, J. S.

Goodnow, Millington ; 2d, C. W. Chamberlin, Arlington ; .3d, P.

F. Amidon ; chicks, 1st, P. F. Amidon ; 2d, 0. W. Chamberlin ;

3d, G. W. Cleveland, Millington.

Coc/im—Buff, Fowls, 2d, C. C. Holton, Hinsd.ale, N. H. ; 3d
J. S. Goodnow; chicks, no award. Black—Fowls, 2d R. Wm.
Waterman, Athol. Partridge—no award. White—Chicks, 3d,

Asa Hosmer, Baldwinville.

Plijinoutli Rock—Fowls, 1st, W. A. Carleton, Fitchburg ; 2d,

R. W. Waterman ; 3d, F. Broons ; chicks, 1st, Henry Latham,
Hinsdale, N. H. ; 2d and 3d, A. French, Orange.
Black Spanish—Fowh, 1st, S. S. Tower; 2d, C. F. Flint;

chicks, no award.
White Dorking—Fowls, 1st, J. R. Maxham, Fitchburg

;
chicks,

no award.
ifam6i(r(7— Silver Spangled, Fowls, 1st, G. J.Pratt; 2d, R.

W. Waterman ; chicks, no aw.ird. Golden Spangled—Fowls,

2d, J. S. Goodnow, Millington ; 3d, G. W. Woodward. Black

—

Chicks, 1st, W. A. Carleton.

/,f<//iorn—White, Fowls, 1st, W. G. Scribner, Fitchburg; 3d,

E. A. Pickering, Ashuclot, N. H. ; chicks, 1st and 2d, J. H.
Osterhout, Greenhout, Greenfield ; 3d,E. A. Pickering. Brown

—

Fowls, 1st and 2d, W. G. Scribner; chicks, 2d, C. C. Haskell,

Greenfield, Spangled—Chicks, 1st and 2d, A. J. Hamilton.
Crevecceur—Fowls, 1st, Chas. Fletcher, Hinsdale; 2d, S. J.

Pratt ; chicks, no award.
Polish—White-crested White, Fowls, 1st E. A. Pickering;

chicks, 1st, 2d and 3d, E. A. Pickering. White-crested Bl.tck

—

Fowls, 2d, T. L. Weber, Orange ; chicks, 2d and 3d, T. L. Weber.
Silver Spangled—Fowls, Isl, T. W.Fleming, Orange; 2d, D.
C. Martin, Orange ; 3d, F. W. Fleming. Muffed and Bearded

—

Fowls, 1st, G. W. Cleveland.

Gamt—Black-breasted Red, Chicks, 1st, E. L. Elliot, Orange;
2d, C. C. Holton, Hinsdale. Earl of Derby—Fowls, 3d, E. S.

Bigelow. Yellow Duckwing—Fowls, 2d, Geo. E. Morse, Hub-
bardston. Ginger-red—Chicks, 2d, James Kelly. White—Fowls,

1st, R. Wm. Waterman; chicks, l.«t, R. Wm. Waterman. Sil-

ver Duckwing—Fowls, 2d, G. W. Cleveland. Gray—Chicks, 2d,

D. C. Martin, Orange. Black—Chicks, 1st, E. L.'ElIiott. Blue
Pile—-Fowls, 1st, H. H. Adams, Orange.
Bantam—Black-breasted Red Game, Fowls, 1st, W. F. Bacon,

Lexington ; 2d, C. C. Bolton, Hinsdale; 2d,W. F. Bacon ; Chicks,

1st, C. C. Holton, Hinsdale; 2d, G. W. Cleveland. Brown-
breasted Red—Fi wis, 1st, 2d and 3d, Rogers & Heywood, Wor-
cester. Chicks, 1st and 2d, Rogers & Heywood. Red Pile

—

Fowls, 1st and 2d, Rogers & Heywood; Chicks, 1st and 2d,

Rogers & Heywood. Spangled—Fowls, 1st, Rogers & Hey-
wood. Ginger- red—Fowls, 1st, Rogers & Heywood; Chicks, 1st,

and 2d, Rogers & Heywood ; 2d, F. M. Jennison. Silver Duck-
wing—Fowls, 1st, Rogers & Heywood; Chicks, 1st and 2d, Rogers
& Heywood. Golden Duckwing—Fowls, 1st, Rogers & Hey-
wood; Chicks, Rogers & Heywood White Game—F'owls, 1st,

Rogers & Heywood; Chicks, 1st, Rogers & Heywood. Golden
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Senbripht—Fowls, 1st, A. F Stevens, Natick ; 2d, P. F. Ami-
(loii, Hinsdale ; Chicks, 2(1, S. B. Pitts. AVliite Rose Comb

—

Fowls, 1st, A. F. Slevcns; Cliieks, 1st, A. F. Stevens; 2d, T.

M. Slieparj, Norihampton, Black Rose Comb—Fowls, 1st, A.
F. Stevens; 2d, Rogers & Heywood.
Japanese Silkies, 1st, G.W. Cleveland.

Burks Coimli/—Fowls, 1st, O. Mixter, Worcester; Chicks, 1st,

O. Mixter; 2(i, E. J. Miller, Phillipston.

Jinmpless— Fnwls, 1st, J. R. Maxbani, Fitchhburg.

Ttirket//:—Bronze, 1st, Norman Howe, Hinsdale; 2d, W. H.
Newton,' Royalston ; 3d, Henry Kendall. Wild, Ist, Mrs. C. W.
Moore.

Guinea—Pearl, Fowls, 1st, Abel F. Stevens. White—Fowls,

1st, W. F. Bacon, Lexinjrion.

(leese—Tonlouse, 2d, W. H. Newton.
Z>Mcfo—Mallard, 2d, H. A. Haven. Rouen—1st and 2d, Mrs.

C. W. Moore.
P/V;eoHS—Carrier, 2d, G. W. Cleveland. High Flying Tnmb-

lers— 1st, G. W. Cleveland. White Fantails— 1st, W. F. Bacon.

Black Magpies— 1st, W. F. Bacon. White Trumpeters—2d, W.
F. Bacon ; Black Mottled Tumbler— 1st, W. F. Bacon ; 2d, G.

W.Cleveland. Ring Doves, 1st and 2d, Mrs. 0. Mixter. Black
Priest—G. W. Cleveland. White Crested White, 1st, G. W.
Clcveliind.

Pouters—2d, E. D. Andrews.
Parrots—Grey, 1st, Ira L. Davis. Green—1st, Mrs. G. W.

Woodward.
Canaries—Male, 1st, Mrs. John Swan, Jr. ; 2d, Miss Swan.

Female—1st, Mrs. R. Wni. Waterman ; 2d not awarded. Song

—

1st, Mrs. R. Wm. Waterman, 1st and two speciiUs.

Paroquet—Miss Broons, 1st and special.

liabbiis—Anffurn, 1st, fi. W. Cleveland. Black—G. W. Cleve-

land. Fawn— 1st, G. W. Cleveland. White—Ist, Rogers &
Heywood ; 2d, 0. Washburn, 3d, Rogers & Heywood

Guinea Pi(j—\st, A F. Stevens.

Stuffed Birds— \st, Ira L. Davis ; 2d, J. H. Talbot.

Do(;s—Newfoundland, 1st, Chester Canham. Irish Spaniel

—

1st, R. Wm. Waterman.
'Coons—1st, E. L. Richards, North Dana.
Best Drawing of Animals, by boy under fifteen years of age

1st. Charlie Waterman.
Best Drawing, by girl, Clara Wheeler, Northfield.

Best Drawing of Birds, by boy, 1st, Charlie Waterman ; 2d,

Asa Haven.
Best Drawing of Birds, by girl, 1st, Clara Wheeler.

MIDDLESEX POULTRY ASSOCIATION.
The following is the "Official Report" of the Exhibition of

the Middlesex Poultry Association, held at Huntington Hall,

Lowell, Mass., Dec. 21st, 22d, 23d, and 24.

E. T. Powell,

Secretary, M. P. A.

LIST OP PREJIIUMS.

Class 1. Asiatics—Brahmas—Light—Fowls, 1st, 2d, and 3d,
Damon & Marshall, Cochituate ; 4th, Geo. V. Fletcher, Belmont.
Points— 1st, male 88, female 93; 2d, male 89, female 91; 3d,
male 86, female 91 1. Licht— Chicks, 1st and 3d, G. V. Fletcher,
Belmont; 2d, Damon & Marshall ; 4th, J. E.Wilmarth, Taunton.
Points to 9th premium— 1st, male 93, female 92; 2d, male 94.

female 89^; 3d, male 91, female 92; 4th, male 87, female 96;
5ih. male 92, female 91, Damon & Mar.'.hall; 7th, male 90}, fe-

male 88, Damon & Mar-ball ; 8th, male 88i, female 89^, J. E.
Wilmarth; 9th, male 86, female 89, J. E. Wilmarth.

Cochins. Pea Comb Partridge-Fowls, 1st, C. H. Edwards,
Melrose, Mass. ; Chicks, 2d, 3d, and 4th, C. H. Edwards, Melrose,
Mass. Partridge—Fowls, 1st, Geo. W, Bruniton, Boston, Mass.

;

2d, W. G. Garmon, Manchester. Buff—Fowls, 1st, Geo. V.
Fletcher; Chicks, 1st, J. L. Noj'es, Lowell; 2d and 3d, Geo. V.
Fletcher. Black—Fowls, 1st, C. L. Parker, Winchester ; Chicks,
1st, C. L. Parker, Winchester; 3d, Sfarks & Whiton, Hingham.
Class 2. Dorkings—White, 1st, W. H. Allen, Manchester,

Mass. Grav—Fowls, 1st, W. F. Daniels, Franklin, N. H.;
Chicks, 1st, W. F. Daniels, Franklin, N. H.
Class 3. Hamhurgs—Golden Penciled—Fowls, 1st and 2d,

A. J. Tuck, Nashua;'Chickp, 1st, and 2d, A. J. Tuck, Nashua.
Silver Penciled— 1st, A.J. Tuck. Silver Spangled—Fowls, 1st,

Geo. F. Seavcy, Cambridgeport ; Chicks, 1st, Geo. F. Seavey,
Cambridgeport; 2d, W. H. Cope, Lowell. Golden Spangled—
Fowls, 1st, Geo. F. Scavev ; 2d, Frank Ellis, Cambridge; Chicks,
Geo. F. Seavey ; 2d, Frank Ellis.

Class 4. Leylioms—White—Chicks, 1st, Laurin Martin,

Lowell ; 2d, James H. Nichols, Lowell ; 3d, N. G. Robinson,
Taunton; 4th, Laurin Martin. Points— 1st, male 86, female

86 ; 2d, male 87, female 83 ; 3d, male 83, female 84 ; 4th, male
84, female 84. Brown—Chicks, 1st, Laurin Martin; 2d. Geo.
A. Parker, Reading; 3d, Gray & Sherman, Foxboro; 4th, Al-

bert Beard, Nashua. Points—1st, male 91, female 94; 4th, male
87, female 82.

Class 5. French—Houdans—Fowls, 1st, 2d, and 3d, E. C.

Aldrich, Hyde Park; Chicks, 1st and 2d, E. C. Aldrich, Hyde
Park; 3d, Wm. J. Merrill, Lowell. Crevecojurs—Fowls, Ist

and 2d, J. Henry Symonds, Boston, Mass. ; Chicks, 1st, 2d, and 3d,

J. Henry Symonds, Boston, Mass.
Class 6. Po//Vi—Fowls, White Crested Black, 1st, E. Harts-

horn & Son, Boson ; Chicks, 1st and 2d, E. Hartshorn & Son,
Boston, Mass. Golden Spangled—Fowls, 1st, H. L. Clapp, Bos-
ton, Mass. ; 2d, John H. Nichols ; Chicks, 1st, J. Henry Sy-
monds. Silver Spangled—Fowls, 1st, Starkes Whiton, Lowell;
3d, Asa Vinal, Lowell ; Chicks, Ist, Starkes Whiton.

Class 7. Game-Black Breasted Red—Fowls, Ist, D. B.
Wallace, Lynnfield ; 2d, J. H. Fisher, Weston; Chicks, 1st, D.
B. Wallace; 2d, A. H. Trowbridge, Winchester; 3d, E. H.
Fisher. Brown Breasted Red—Fowls, 1st, D. B. Wallace.
Claiborne—-Fowls, 1st, D. B. Wallace; 2d, M. Schwartz, Boston

;

Chicks, 1st, D. B. Wallace; 2d and 3d, J. H. Fisher. Ginger
Red—Fowls, 1st, D. B. Wallace. Earl of Derby—Fowls, 1st,

D. B. Wallace; 2d, M. Schwartz; Chicks, 2d, M. Schwartz.
English White—Fowls, Ist, D. B. Wallace. Georgion White-
Fowls, 1st, D. B. Wallace. White Pile—Fowls, 1st, D. B. Wal-
lace ; Chicks, do. Red Pile—Chicks, Ist, D. B. Wallace ; 2d, J.

H. Murphy, Lowell. Spangled Pile—Chicks, Ist, D. B. Wal-
lace. Blue Spangled—Fowls, 1st, D. B. Wallace. Yellow Duck-
wing—Chicks, 1st, D. B. Wallace. Red Dun—Chicks, Ist, D.
B. Wallace. Tartar—Fowls, 1st, M. Schwartz. Wild Indian

—

Chicks, Ist, M. Schwartz. Clipper—Chicks, Ist, M. Schwartz.
Heathwood—Chicks, 1st, J. H. Murphy; 2d, Laurin Martin.
Fowls, 1st, J. H. Murphy. Golden Duckwing—Fowls, 2d, A. J.

Tuck, Nashua.
Class 8. Game Bantams—Red Pile—Chicks, 1st, Rogers &

Heywood, Worcester; Fowls, do. White—Chicks, Ist, Rogers
& Heywood. Spangled—Chicks, 1st, Rogers & Haywood. Brown
Red— 1st, Rogers & Haywood. Golden Duckwing—Fowls, Ist,

Rogers & Haywood ; Chicks, do. Black Breasted Red—Fowls,
1st, W. F. Bacon, Lexington; 2d, Damon & Marshall; Chicks,

W. H. Goodall, Woonsocket; 2d, W. F. Bacon.
Class 9. Bantam—Golden Sebright—Fowls, Ist, Geo. F. Sea-

vey ; Ciiicks, do. Silver Sebright—C^hicks, Ist, Geo. F. Seavey.
White Rose Comb—Chicks, 1st and 2d, W. G. Garmon, Man-
chester, N. H.

Class 10. Ph/moutk Rock—Fowls, Ist, Hiram Randall,

Stoughion ; 2d and 3d, V. C. Gilman, Nashua ; 4th, James Haut-
ton, Billeriea; Chicks, Ist, 2d, and 4th, V. C. Gilman, Na.shua;
3d, Hiram Randall. Frizzles—Chicks, 1st, Chas. W. Hoitt,

Nashua.
Class 11. Turkeys—Bronze—Chicks, 1st, Levi L. Hall.

Gray—Fowls, 1st, Geo. W. Varnnm, Dracut.

Class 12. Ornamental—Pearl Guinea—Fowls, 1st, W. B.
Felch, Lowell. White—Fowls, 1st, W. F. Bacon.

Aquatic Division.

Class 13. Geese—Bremen—Ist, C. L. Parker, Winchester.
Gray China—Ist, C L. Parker. Wild—Ist, C L. Parker.
White China—C. L. Parker.

Class 14. Ducks—Rouen—1st and 2d, C. L. Parker; 3d and
4'h, Albert Bea,rd, Nashua. Pekin— 1st, Lanrin Martin, Lowell.

Cayuga—1st, C. L. Parker.

CoLUMEAKiuM Division.

Class 16. Pigeons—Carriers—Black, 1st, G. F. Seavey; 2d,

Dun, G. F. Seavey; 3d, Yellow, G. F. Seavey. Tumblers— Ist,

Almond Shortface, Geo. F. ,Seavey; 2d, Ermine Shortface, G.
F. Seavey; 3d, Almond, G. F. Seavey. Ring Doves— Ist, L.
Kirk Sprague, Lowell. Pouters—Black Pied, 1st, R. H. Justice,

Lawrence ; 2d, Black Isabella, R. H. Justice ; 3d, Black Pied,

L. Kirk Sprague. Barbs, 1st, Black, R. H. Justice; 2d, Yellow,
John H. Nichols; 3d, Red, R. H. Justice. Fantails— Ist, White
Crested, Geo. F. Seavey; 2d, Black Smoothhcad, Geo. F. Seavey;
3d, Yellow Smoothhead, G. F. Seavey. Spots— Ist, Red, R. H.
Justice; 2d, Brown, Kirk Sprague; 3d, Black Capped, C. C.
Chase, Manchester. Trumpeters— Ist, 2d and 3d, C. W. Cham-
berlain, Arlington. Swallow—1st, Black, C. W. Chamberlain

;

2d, Red, C. W. Chamberlin. Turbits- 1st, White, Geo. F. Sea-
vey ; 2d, Yellow Wing, Geo. F. Seavcy. Jacobins— 1st, White,
G. F. Seavey; 2d, Yellow; G. F. Seavey; 3d, Black, G. F.
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Seavey. Archangels— 1st, Blue, C. C. Chase. Magpies—Black
Capped, 1st, H. H. Justice; 2il, AV. F. Bacon; 3d, C. C. Chase,

Manchester, N. H. Helinits— 1st, Black, R. H. Justice. Owls
—1st. White African, D. Fr-ink Ellis ; 2d, Blue African, D. F.

Ellis; 3d, Black African, D. F.ank Ellis. English White
Eyes—1st, R. H. Justice. Drums— 1st, John H. Nichols. Blue
Brunswick—1st, C. C. Chase, Manchester, N. H. Imported

Turtle Doves, 1st, John H. Nichols.

Class 19. Minor Pets— Guinea Pigs—1st, A. F. Stevens,

Natick.

Hguirrels—1st, W. A. Safford.

Thomas L. Hallworth, of Chelsea, made a creditable display

of Spangled Legliorn Chicks. Although they have not been

recognized by the "American Standard of Excellence," will un-

doubtedly take a conspicuous place in the Leghorn class. Mr.
Hallworth has a standard for his birds, and can show, by com-
paring the young birds with the old, that his efforts to breed to

that standard have been a success.

Special Premiums.

Class 1. Best collection Buff Cochins, George V. Fletcher,

Belmont. Best pair Buff Cochin Chicks, J. L. Noyes, Lowell.

Best pair Light Brahma Chicks, George V. Fletcher, Bellmont.

Best collection Pea Comb Partridge Cochins, C. N. Edwards,
Melrose, Mass. Best pair Dark Br.ahma Chicks, C. W. Cham-
berlain, Arlington. Best pair Sebright Cochins, V. C. Gilman,
Nashua. Best Light Brahma Cockerel, George V. Fletcher.

Best Dark Brahma Cockerel, C. W. Chamberlain, Arlington.

Class 4. Best five pair White Leghorn Chicks raised by
exhibitor, J. W. Vauson, Boston. Best White Leghorn Cockerel,

John N. Nichols, Lowell. Best Brown Leghorn Cockerel, Lau-
rin Martin, Lowell.

Class 5. Best colfoction Houdan Chicks, E. C. Aldrich, Hyde
Park. Best collection Crevecoeurs, J. Henry Syraonds, Woburn.
Best pair Crevecoeur Chicks, J. Henry Symonds. Best pair

Houdan Chicks, E. C. Aldrich. Best Houdan Cockerel, E. C.

Aldrich.

Class 7. Best collection Game, D. B. Wallace, Lynnfield.

Best pair Heathwood Ducks, J. N. Murphy, Lowell.

Class 8. Best collection Game Bantams, Rogers & Haywood,
Worcester. Best pair Black Breasted Red, W. N. Goodall,

Woonsocket, R. I.

Class 10. Best collection Plymouth Rocks, V. C. Gilman,
Nashua.
Class U. Best collection Turkeys, Levi L. Hall, Draent.
Class 13. Best collection of Geese, C. L. Parker, Winches-

ter.

Class 14. Best Collection of Ducks, C. D. Parker. Best
Pekin, Laurin Martin, Lowell.

Class 16. Pigeons—Best collection pigeons various varieties,

R. N. Justice, Lawrence. Best general collection, Geo. F. Sea-

vey, Cambridgeport. Best and largest collection Silver and Blue
Owls, Michael Stanton, Lowell.

Class 17. Best Canary Singing Birds, W. A. Safford, Low-
ell.

Class 19. Best collection Guinea Pigs, A. F. Stevens, Na-
tick.

Class 20. Best Exhibition Coop, Geo. H. Burrows, Somer-
ville. Best Hatching Coop, Laurin Martin, Lowell.

The exhibitor paying the largest entry fee for fowls and chicks,

D. B. Wallace, Lynnfield. The exhibitor paying the largest

entry fee for Pigeons, Geo. F. Seavey.

NEW HAMPSHIRE POULTRY SOCIETY.

Premium awards of the Ninth Annual Exhibition of the New
Hampshire Poultry Society, held in Concord, February 1, 2, and

3, 1876.

Judges—H. S. Ball, A. F. Stevens.

Brahmas—Light—Fowls, 1st, 2d and 3d, C. C. Russell, Nashua
;

chicks, 1st and 2d, C. C. Russell, Nashua; 3d, Nathan Mansur,
Concord; specials for best collection and best trio, C. C Russell.

Dark—Fowls, 1st and 2d, W. E. Hood, Concord ; chicks, 1st and
special to J. Du'ton, Hillsborough Bridge; 2d, J. R. Willman,
Fisherville ; J. W. Bond, Concord.

Cochins—Buff—Fowls, 1st, H. L. Wilkinson, Laconia; chicks,

1st, 2d, 3d, and special, H. L. Wilkinson. Partridge—Fowls, 1st,

2d, 3d, and special, W. G. Garmon, Manchester; chicks, 1st and
special, F. P. Kemp, West Concord. White—Fowls, 1st, C. M.
Boynton, Concord ; chicks, 1st, 2d, and special, C. M. Boynton,
Concord. Black—Fowls, 2d and special, W. G. Everett, Man-
chester; chicks, 1st, C. H. Colburn ; 2d, W, G Everett, Manches-

ter; 3d, E. A. Drew, Concord. Pea Comb Partridge—chicks, 1st

and special, V. C. Gilman, Nashua. Seabright—Isc, V. C.
Gilman.

Plpnoiith 7?oc/cs—Fowls, 1st and 2d, V. C. Gilman ; chicks, 1st

and 3d, V. C. Gilman; 2d, L. B. Hoitt, Concord; specials, ior

the best collection and the best trio, V. C. Gilman.
Dominiques—American—Fowls, 1st, W. F. Daniell, Franklin;

chicks, 1st, 2d and 3d, W. F. Daniell.

Dorkings— Silver Gray—-Fowls, W. F. Daniell. Colored—1st,

W. F. Daniell.

Natives— 1st, L. R. Goodrich, Hopkinton.
Crevccew-es—2d, W. A. Sewall, Concord.
Hoiidans— 1st and special, G. Blanchard, AVilton.

Polisli—White Crested White—Fowls—1st, C. H. Colhurn,
Manchester; 2d, W.G.Everett; 3d, G.H. Woodbury, Newport;
chicks, 1st, C. H. Colburn; 2d, W. G. Everett. White Crested
Black—Chicks, 1st, C. W. Drake, Concord. Silver Spangled—
Fowls, 2d, J. F. Jones, Contoocook ; chicks, 1st, H. L. Cla]ip,

So. Boston, Mass. Golden Spangled—Fowls, 1st, H. L. Clapp.
Game—Earl Derby—Fowls, 1st, H. C. Richards, Manchester.

Red Pile Muff—Fowls, 1st, John Leary, Concord; chicks, 1st,

John Leary. Black B. Red—Fowls, 1st; and 2d, E. W. Thomas,
Jr., Franklin ; chicks, 2d, W. T. Putnam, Concord ; special for the

best collection of game, W. T. Putnam. Golden Duckwing

—

Kowls, 1st, A. J. Tuck, Nashua. White Georgian—Fowls, 1st

and 2d, W. A. Sewall, Concord ; chicks, 1st and 2d, W. A. Sew-
all; 3d, J. W. Gordon, Concord. Ginger Red—Fowls, 2d, W.
T. Putnam. Gray—1st, J. L. Champigy; 2d, W. T. Putnam.
Red Pile—Chieks,'2d, John Leary.
Game Bantams^-Red Pile—Fowls, 1st, C. W. Hoitt, Nashua.

Silver Duckwing—Fowls. I. Dchu, Taunton, Mass.; chicks, 1st,

Brad J. Cillev, Manchester, 2d, I. Dean. Golden Duckwing

—

Fowls, 1st, i3rad J. Cilley ; chicks, 1st, Brad C. Cilley. Black
Red—Fowls, 1st, I. Dean ; 2d, Brad J. Cilley; cliicks, 1st, L
Dean ; 2d and 3d, Brad J. Cilley ; special for best collection,

Brad J. Cilley

Leghorns—White—Fowls, 1st, G. Blanchard, Wilton; 2d, C.

M. Boynton, Concord; chicks, 1st, E. Dart, Franklin Falls; 2d,

Laurin Martin, Lowell; 3d, J. H. Morrison, Marlow ; special,

E. Dart. Brown—Chicks, 1st, 2d, 3d and special, E. G. Runnells,

Hopkinton. Dominique—Chicks, 1st, 2d, 3d and special, O. A.
Hamblett, Milford.

S/)a7»s/(—Black—Fowls, 1st, W. T. Evans, Manchester, 2d,

H. J. Eaton, Concord.
Hambargs—Golden Spangled—Fowls, 1st, L. P. Eaton, Han-

cock; chicks; 1 stand 2d, L. P. Eaton. Silver Spangled—Fowls,

1st. and special, E. E. Lane; chicks, 1st and 2d, Z. Dustin, Hen-
nikcr. Golden Penciled—Fowls, 1st, A. J. Tuck. Silver Pen-

ciled—Fowls, 1st and special. A.J. Tuck.
Banlams—Golden Seabright—Fowls, 1st and special, Isaac

Dean; 2d, Mrs. C. C. Chase, Manchester. Silver Seabright—
Chicks, 1st, I. Dean. White Rose Comb—Fowls, 1st, W. G. Gar-

mon, Manchester; chicks, 1st and 2d, W. G. Garmon.
iSilkies—Chicks, 1st, A. 0. Hamblett, Milford.

Ducks—Pekin—1st and special, Laurin Martin, Lowell, Mass.

;

2d and 3d, C. B. & G. H. Flanders, Concord. Rouen-3d, E.

P. Kemp, West Concord. Aylesbury—2d, John B. Sanborn, E,

Concord.
Pigeons—J. P. Ankarloo, Manchester, 7 first, 2 second premi-

ums. N. A. Sleeper, Manch ster, 1 first, 3 second. C. C. Cha-e,

Manchester, 13 first, 10 second. D. W. Littlehale, Sutton, 1

second.

Cage of Song Birds—C. H. Barrett, Concord, 1st.

Turkei/s—Bronze— 1st and special, John B. Sanborn, East

Concord. Wild— 1st, B. W. Morgan, Franklin.

Marking Bird—H. O. Mathews, Concord, 1st.

Collection of Stuffed Birds—F. B. Kemp, W. Concord, 1st.

Exhibition Coop—M. V. B. Kinne, Manchester, 1st.

Ueaciest Cock—A. T. Sanger, Concord.
WM. G. GARMON, Sec'y.

ATHOL POULTRY ASSOCIATION.
The above association was formed last July, by a majority of

the officers of the association holding its exhibition in Music Hall,

Athol, in 1875, and now has nearly 300 members, among whom are

many of the principal poultry breeders in this part of the State,

and several belonging in New Hampshire. Its first exhibition

was a success financially and otherwise. Some 400 coops of first-

class fowls being entered for competition.

Leghorns—Dominique, Chicks, 0. J. Stockwell, Athol. Spangled
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—A. J. Hamilton, Atliol. White—Fowls, W. G. Scribner, Titch

liiirg. Clilcks—J. H. teiiioiit, Greenfield. Brown—Fowls, W
G. Scribiier. Chicks—C C. Haskell, Greenfield.

Ducks Vowili/—Fowls, O. Mixter, Worcester. Collection d^.

W/iite horkins—J. 1{. Maxham, Fitchbiirg. Chicks, do. be^t

pair fowls or chicks, do.

Pulisli—Chicks, E. A. Pickerings, Ashuelot, N. H.
Riiiii/)kss—G. K. Maxham.
Silkies—J. W. Cleveland.

/Vi/moiitli Rocks—Fowls, W. A. Carlton, Fitchburg, Mass
Chicks—Henry Latham, Hin-dale.

Bliick i>/muish—¥ow\s, S. S. Tower, Athol.

Hamburgs—Silver, Spangled, G. K. Pratt. Spangled—J S
Goodnow, Millington.

Vrevecaeurs—G. K. Pratt, Atbol.
BMitams—Black African, A. F. Stevens, Natick, Mass. Cbitks

do. Smaltest pair of any variety, Marshal B Waterman, Atliol.

Be.st cross, do. Best collection, A. F. Stevens. The largest

number of bantams raised by the youngest exhibitor, Marshal B.

Waterman.
Guinea Fowls—A. F. Stevens.

Best Crowinq Bird—E. S. Bigelow.
. Best Cross-between—Thoroughbred fowls, H. H. Adams,Orangc.
2d best, E. S. Elliott.

7'i(;7,'(//.s—best, N. Howe, Hinsdale, N. H. 2d best, W. U. New-
ton, Kovalston.

Ducks—Mrs. C. W. Moore, Athol.
Geese—W. N. Newton, Kovalston.

Rabbits—Rogers & Haywood.
I'arrots—Gray, Ira L. Davis. Green, Mrs. Geo. W. Wood-

ward.
To the woman raising, caring for, and exhibiting the largest

collection of fowls, Mrs. Geo. W. Woodward.
To the woman raising andexhibiiing best pair of fowls, Mrs. G.

W. Woodward.
Largest brood of youngest chickens, 0. J. Stockwell, Athol.
Canaries—Best pair, Mrs. R. Wm. Waterman. Best singers, do.

Paroquett—Mrs. Mattie Broom, Athol.
Doves—Ring, Mrs. 0. Mixter.
Peacock—Ira L. ]')avis.

Dressed Poultry—Mrs. C. W. Moore.
Largest Eggs—Sumner Sibley. Smallest, Mrs. 0. Mixter.
Heaciest liens—C. C. Holton, Hin>dale.
Squirrels—B. King.
Wild Game— (alive,) D. L. Richards. Same for three live

coons.

Cat—Best specimen. Marshal B. Waterman.
Dogs—Largest and handsomest, to Chester Conham, Athol.

For Newfoundland dog, hunting dog, to R. Wm. Waterman.
Pencil Drawings—One each fur aninuils and birds, to Clara

Wheeler, Nortbtield. Best specimens of the same by a boy, to C.
A. J. Waterman.

Stuffed Birds—J. H. Talbott, Athol.

For the largest number of entries, Rogers & Haywood, Worces-
ter, Mass.
Brahmas—Light, P. F. Amidon, Hinsdale, N. H. Chicks, do.

Best collection, do. Dark—best pair of fowls, P. F. Amidon.
Chicks, do. Best pair of hens, R. Wm. Waterman, Athol, Mass.
CWi/«s—Black, R. Wm. Waterman. BuflF—E. C. Holton,

Hinsdale, N. H. Chicks—A. French, Orange, Mass. Collec-

tion, do. Partridge—J. W. Cleveland, Millington, Mass. White
—Asa, Hosmcr, Baldwinville, Mass., F. C. Furbush, Westboro,
Mass.
Game—White, Fowls, R. Wm. Waterman. Chicks, do. Best

pair fiom Curtis & Merritt's stock, Hartford, Conn., do. Chicks
from any strain, do.—B. B. Read. Chicks—E. L. Elliott, Orange,
Mass. Earl of Derby—E. S. Bigelow, Athol. Duckwing—G.
W. Cleveland.

Bantams, Game—Best pair of any variety, Rogers & Haywood.
Chicks, do. Duckwings, do.

SWEEPSTAKES.

A $42 sewing machine, contributed by the manufacturers for

the person receiving the largest number of piemiums was awarded
to Rogers & Haywood, of Worcester, Mass.
The premium off red to the bird of ang variety, scaling the most

points, was awarded to R. Wm. Waterman of Athol, on his white
game, figuring 96 points.

A. F. Stevens of Natick, Mass., received on his Rose Combed
Bantams, figuring 94 points, the premium offered to the birds of
any variety, excepting game, figuiing the most points.

Spof^jsiviy^lM's UEf=A^F^jiviEfly.

(Tor Fancier's .Touma].')

THE DROPPER. PINAL ANSWER TO " VIC."

In the Journal of February 10, "Vie" disavows advising the

breeding of droppers as field dogs. I somehow imbibed the idea

that he had advocated it, but now that I am set straight in the

matter, I have strong hopes of him, and congratulate him on his

probable conversion to the "blue blood dog."

Let me assure him that I have described the real dropper. I

know him in all his purity (?). There are some genuine specimens

in my vicinity, with all the enviable traits of " Greenhorn's dog."

Captain Bogardus knows more about some other things than he

does about the science of breeding.

He is just the man to describe the modus operandi of a pigeon

match, and is a safe man to bet on, but when he leaves his legiti-

mate theme and attempts to tell us how to breed our field dogs, he

is getting beyond his depth. He recommends the dropper, and

further in his system of breaking recommends riddling his hide

occasionally with a dose of shot, to check bis dropper proclivities.

We don't have need to descend to brutality to educate (not break)

the thorough bred.

I will now quote a paragraph in " Vic's" last. " If he (Green-

horn,) will show how the first cross in a pointer and setter can be

otherwise than pure blooded—sire and dam beintj pure blooded

themselves." Good gracious ! Will he tell me if the following

described creatures are pure blooded, and by what scientific deduc-

tions he arrivesat his results 1 viz., the produce of the pure pointer

and the pure spaniel ; the pure greyhoimd and the pure foxhound
;

or coming a little nearer home, suppose we take in the genus

Homo ; that voluntary cross between the pure Caucasian and the

pure Congo negro ; the mulatto. Pure blooded I yes, just as pure

as Vic's dog.

With this I drop the dropper, leaving it for his admirers to sing

his praises to their heart's content. Gkeenhokn.

OUT OF LUCK.
Two Sacramento men, "T. M." and "C. E. M ," had a little

shooting at Beach's Lake a day or two ago. They at first took

possession of a stand and waited long and patiently, but the ducks
not appearing to he on the wing, they determined, as it was nec-

essary to do something to warm up, to walk around the lake and
see if they could not find birds sitting. Presently a flock of canvass-

backs were discovered near a patch of tule, and the hunters "tur-

tled" up to good shooting distance and fired. Some of the ducks
tumbled over, but none flew away, and they loaded and fired again,

about which time a professional hunter rose out of the tule and
intimated his intention to inaugurate a season of hostilities, because

of their having filled his decoys full of shot and about ruined some
of them ! A (ompromise was effected, and the amateurs were al-

lowed to take a duck boat and try their luck on the lake It was
not a good day for hunting in duck boats. They only got one
shot, but that sufficed, owing to the gun's pushing back impbat-
ically and upset the little craft in which they were seated, and
they reached the shore wet to the skin. Of course it was nonsense
to think of remaining longer at the lake.

—

From the Sacramento
Record-Union.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJVT.

MARRIED.

Our well known and highly esteemed correspondent, Dr. Wilbur

P. Morgan, of Baltimore, was married on the 26th of February,

in Philadelphia, by the Rev. L. P. Morgan, D. D., to Miss Lalage,

the youngest daughter of the late Professor S. H. Dickson, of the

Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. The Dr. has been asso-

ciated with The Journal from its first issue, having sent the

first MSS. for its columns, and probably no series of articles have

been read with greater interest than those from his pen. We
know that our readers will join us in wishing the doctor and his

much happiness.

The Rhode Island Exhiljiiion was a very fine affair and fan

ciers generally will be pleased tu Icarn that it was, financially, all

that the managers expected. The next exhibition jjiomises to be

one of the best " Little Khody " has ever known.

all its home bills promptly, and oblige exhibitors to assume the

loss if there is any; we don't think they will go in swarms froni

the east, or the west either, for that matter.

The premium list at the Springfield exhibition amounted to

$5,898. Every exhibitor who was present received the amount

awarded him before he loft the city, and all the premiums were

paid within five days after the closing of the exhibition.

Breeders and fanciei-s who think the standard should be

changed in any particular, must remember that they are required

to send a defi'iite proposition of such changes as they desire, to

Mr. Ralph, Sec, A. P. A., at Buffalo, and must appear at the

T\ex.i annual meeting, at Boston, to advocate the change and show

why it shou'd be made.

In view of some of the ridiculous reports concerning the Exhi-

bition at Springfield, it seems necessary to state that the credit

for that splendid success, is almost entirely due to the well directed

efforts of Messrs. Marsh, Nichols, Ray, Morris, and Birnie, of

Springfield ; Messrs. Speny, Bestor, and Brewer, of Hartford
;

and Messrs. Pierce, Warren, Knox, Aldrich, and Mason, of the

New England Club of Worcester.

In last week's issue we said, exhibitors from the east would not

be prevented from making entries at the next Chicago exhibition,

on account of the distance ; we were correct. But when it comes

to be known that the policy of the " National Society," is to pay

Just at this sea' on we are in the receipt of many inquiries from

beginners asking advice as to where they shall get the best stock.

We rcpl}'—consult our advertising columns carefully, then if

possible ascertain the standing of the party of whom you wish to

order. We will willingly give our opinion concerning any one

whose reputation we may know. Get the best stock and pay

what it is worth, the best is always the cheapest.

SLIGHTLY PERSONAL.

To the patrons and well wishers of the Jo0RNAL^u9t one

word. We are getting settled in our new home, and so far we
must say we like it. The Breeders of New England are a warm
hearted, genial set, and the way they have of swarming around a

Fancier, and doing and saying kind things, makes one feel as'

though he had taken all the prizes at a consolidated exhibition.

We are indulging in this sort of feeling just now, and rather

like the sensation. The Jodrnal has been much more warmly

greeted and welcomed than we had anticipated, which of course

leads us to believe that it is appreciated. Well, as we say, we are

getting rapidly settled, and shall soon be in complete working

order again. The delay in issuing the Journal which is at-

tendant upon our removal, will be only temporary, and very soon

our subscribers will receive it regularly upon publication day.

We have various changes and improvements in contemplation,

which will be announced by their appearance, and not by any

previous heralding; in the mean time we intend to keep it up to

its present high standard. Letting the past and present stand as

the promise for the future, we call upon those who like the Jour-

nal and believe in it, to bring it to the notice of their friends.

Our subscription lists are rapidly augmenting, and that without

any special effort on our part. We get many letters which open

by saying that the writers have "accidentally seen a copy," and

want it sent to their address. So many letters of this na-

ture have been received that we feel like urging our friends to

take a little pains to bring the attention of non subscribers to the

merits of the Journal, a little effort of this kind on the part of

each subscriber would result in adding thousands of names to

our lists in a very short time. Every reader of the Journal is

directly benefited by every additional subscription he obtains

for it. The larger our receipts, the better able we are to improve

it. So we say to our many friends, make an effort to increase

our lists by speaking good words for the Journal, but don't do

it unless you can do it with the honest conviction that you are

recommending a good thing.

A SINGULAR PROCEEDING.

" Knowing the officers of tlie Chicago society as well as we do, "we feel safe

in predicting that every promise made, and every obligation entered into by
them, will be fulfilled to the letter. The question as to whether the exhibition
was proetable or not, will not, in our opinion, he considered for a moment in
connection with the payment of premiums, any more than it would be by the
officers of any other honestly conducted society in the United States."

These were about the words we used last week in alluding to

the delay in paying the premiums awarded at the " National Ex-

hibition " at Chicago. We had barely passed them over to our

readers when we received notice that in consequence of extrava-

gant management the exhibition was not a financial success

—

though we are left in the dark as to the deficiency—and that the

exhibitors who had relied upon the promises made, and had in-

curred heavy expenses to make the show a fine one, and many of

whom had contributed large sums for the premium list, would re.

ceive only a part of the premiums awarded them.

For the first time in the history of Poultry Exhibitions in this
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country, a first-class society repudiates its promises made to ex-

liiliiturs. This is somctliing so entirely new and unexpected, that

it is hiirdly safe just now to predict its cft'cct upon the fraternity.

It is possihle that fanciers will take it all in good part, and con-

tinue to incur a large expense in making fine displays at the vari-

ous exhibitions wiihout looking very closely into their previous

management. And then again, they may make up their minds

that it isn't safe to rely upon any society in the future, which in

ihc past has coolly laid aside and ignored its obligations and

jiromi-es.

Wo have not time this week to go into this inatter very closely,

and must reserve extended comments until we can get the bottom

facts. There are a few points, however, which we will simply

allude to. The Chicago Society is supposed to be national in its

scope. The officers are gentlemen selected from various parts

of the country, and so far as we know them, are men of high

standing and influence. We do not know of one on the lists

who would countenance a discreditable, or even questionable aet-

so that it is quite possible, as they are scattered all over the eoun,

try, that this matter was never submitted to them, and may have

been arranged by a few who gave it little or no thought. As their

names stand among the ofiicers, however, they will of course be

considered as having advocated or acquiesced in the proceeding,

though we think they should not be held responsible until it is

known that they advised the non payment of the premiums.

While it is usual for societies to promptly pay all the prem-

iums, leaving their local bills to the last, the Chicago society has

promptly paid all its miscellaneous home bills, and inflicts what

loss there is upon exhibitors, the most of whom live out of the

city, and who were at much trouble and expense to make the ex-

hibition an attractive one.

Many hundreds of dollars were contributed by poultry fanciers

and breeders, in all parts of the country, for premiums. This

money it put in among the general receipts of the society, and then

among the expenditures appears an item of .$1,272, for prize cups

so tluit the Poultry fanciers, without so intending, helped pay for

the prizes which went to the Dog fanciers.

The winners of the unpaid premiums are informed by the circu-

lar, that they are to hold them as a debt against the society which

is to be paid out of future profits. But why the exhibitors are to

carry this debt we are unable to tell. It seems to us that if the

gentlemen in Chicago had any faith in " the future receipts " that

it would have been an easy thing to have made an arrangement

with the gentlemen who furnished the "stoves and pipe $486 "

(He certainly ought to have confidence in the society,) with the

owners of the exposition building S1,0U, and other debtors in

that city by which their claims could have been deferred at a fair

rate of interest until the future receipts come in. Instead of

adopting this course, which is the usual one with societies when

the receipts do not cover the expenditures, and the members

do not assume the obligation themselves, the Chicago society

sends word to exhibitors who made the show what it was, that

they must carry the debt for it. The fact that Chicago was so

prompt in collecting her bills against the society and was un-

willing to wait for " future receipts " is not a very encouraging one

for the holders of unpaid premiums in distant parts of ihe country

to contemplate.

These are only a few of the unpleasant features of this un-

fortunate proceeding. We use the word "unfortunate" in its

largest sense, for it not only destroys confidence in this society,

but to a greater or less degree weakens the faith of fanciers in every

society in the country which has not been thoroughly tested. If

this course can be generally adopted and not reduce the number

of entries at future exhibitions, what is to prevent any society

—

however weak it may be—from offeriug twenty or thirty thousand

dollars in premiums, and then politely ask the successful exhibitors
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to consider the premiums awarded them as a debt against the

society.

Just at the present writing the action of the Chicago society is

a problem; that its solution in the near future will prove an un-

pleasant revelation there isn't the shadow of a doubt.

FANCIEnS JOURNAL.

We desire to call the attention of our readers to the above

Poultry journal, the only weekly published in the United States-

It is published by Joseph M. Wade, Hartford, Conn.

It is devoted to the interests of Poultry and small pet fanciers,

and has no odor of a " ring."

We wish we could say as much of all other Poultry papers.

To a fancier who enjoys fresh, spicy news, the Fanciers' Journal

must prove an acceptable weekly visitor.

—

Rural Journal. >

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
•ibutions to this department resptcl/idl]/ solicitedfrom all.

—An owl was brought to me to-day that measured 43 inches,

("and there were giants in those days, Huon !) from tip to tip of

wings. E. S. S.

—Over 38,000 squirrel tails were received at the oflice of the

County Clerk, of Lake Co., Cal., in 1875, to claim the bounty of-

fered, for the extermination of the pests.

—

Petaluma Arqus.

—BiRD.s OF NoKTii America.—Nos. 15,16, and 17 of this val-

uable work has just come to hand. Our readers who are study-

ing Natural History, should not fail to examine this work. Jacob
Studor & Co., Ohio, are the Publishers.

—Hare's Nest.—Mr. Varnum does not agree with Mr McCann,
but states that after spending 43 years, almost daily in the woods,

never saw a nest dug in the ground, nor lined with (ur. He says

they usually have 2 and 3 young at a birth, and once he saw four.

—Mr. Nelson Varnum, of Atcn, N. J., assures us that the red

squirrel is castrated by a worm, about | of an inch in length, sim-

ilar to those produced by the gad fly, in the backs of cattle. When
Mr. v., was a resident of the State of Maini-, he olten shot the red

squirrel in harvest time and extracted the worm.

—Flyinr-Sqoirrels.—While in the woods, in Maine, Mr. Nel-

son Varnum once saw a tree chopped down on an Island. The tree

had been killed by the rise of the water. In this tree a lot of fly-

ing squirrels had built their quarters. When the tree fell on the

ice, from 3 to 5 were killed. This tree was 100 feet from any oth-

er which were on the bank of the pond. To reach this trte the

squirrels must have ascended some high pines on the bank, from
which elevation they were enabled to reach the dead tree on the

Island.

—Is it known to naturalists that the Black Bear (Ursus Amer-
icanus), feeds on still living animals ? They are omniverous, but

prefer vegetable food to flesh. Unlike the TelidiB, the Ursidse

lamily never play with their victims. But I am assured by relia-

ble gentlemen living in the Alleghanies, that the Black Bear will

carry offa hog to a place that suits his ideas of "the eternal fitness

of things," and there make a supper off' the flesh of the living ani-

mal ; not deeming it necessary to first take its life. Travelers

tell us that the Abyssinians cut pieces of flesh from living animals,

and eat them, being careful not to injure a vital part until much
of the carcass has been consumed—are the bears no better ?

J. M. McCann.

—"Instinct or Reason V—I am glad my friend Huon ac-

cepts the lat'er. There is nothing remarkable about the actions

of the squirrel sjioken of; all squirrels do just the same thing

every day—so do birds and insects—they know when the color of

grass or leaves is the color as that of their feathers—and in-

sects know when the objects on which they areis the color of their

own bodies. But an observer of animals will see them do things

that can only be accounted for on the supposition that they are

in possession of reasoning faculties. This is especially true of

dogs and horses. I have a horse now that opens gates and doors.

To those who deny to animals reason faculties, I beg to rec-

ommend the following books; to wit: Buckland's Curirsities of
Natural History,Jesse's Anecdotes of Dogs, The Birdlj-eMichelet,

The Intelligence of Animals, (Ernest Menault), The Universe,
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' (Pouchot),Jesse's Gleaning in N. History,Wood's Man and Beast,

Watbou's Reasoning Power of Animals.
J. M. McCann.

—A Stkange Animal.—A correspondent at Gaffney writes to

the Helena Ind-'. pendent that while ont hunting recently, he ciime

across an auimal in the mountains, which he describes as a bald

faced bear. It is the first time anything of the kind has ever been

seen in Montana. Some months ago some hunters in Idaho kill-

ed a bear resembling it in some respec's, but different from it in

essential features. This bear appears to be allied to the grizzly

.epeiies and was of remarkable size. From the crown of the head

to the tip of the nose was a biased spot not unlike the blaze on a

horse's face. Although several shots were fired at the animal,

severely wounding him ; he nevertheless succeeded in escaping.

From tracks seen in the snow, the correspondent is of the inipres

sion that there are a number of these animals in the mountains.

—Squirrels.—I have in my rambles succeeded in obtainirg a

very good knowledge of the habits of the most common spi cies of

.squirrels. That the grey, fox and black squirrels all castrate their

own species, to a small extent, is certain, but the most inveterate

enemy of them all is the little Red squirrel, some times called the

Aleghany squirrel, Sciurus hudsonius. This pugnacious little fel-

low will castrate every squirrel, large and small, that he can get at,

attacking with equal bravery the big fox squirrel, as well as his own
speiies. I do not make this statement on my own observation

alone, although the number of cases that have come under my ob
servation would warrant it. 1 have been able to glean from old

mountaineers, men whose lives have been spent in the woods, on
intimate terms with all its denizens, sufficient information to cor-

roborate my own experience. Such men are the ones to go to for

information, as they are not likely to be led away by scientific facts,

for they know only the facts as they observe them with their own
eyes. 0. D. F.

—Will Huon please tell me if bovincs ever perspire. This is a

matter that but fi w naturalists have thought of, but is one well

worthy of consideration. I have yet myself to know of a single

instance. On the frontier of Texas, where transportation is con-

ducted by ox wagons, during the entire warm months, after drives

of extreme length, and through the deep mud of alluvial soil, I

liave often searched in vain for moisture on the steers. I have

seen wild and fractious caitle chased, in endeavoring to pen them,

for five miles in the broiling sun, and while the mustangs would
be reeking with perspiration, not a drop of moisture would be found

on the cows, except on the end of the nose. This idea was sug-

gested by reading "Zoo notes. No. 12." Would like also for Huon
to write on the subject of Hares, to give distinguishing diiferenco

between them and Rabbits. Also to give the number of varieties

of American Hares, with the common and scientific n ime of each.

And if it would not be taxing his ready pen too much, would like

to see a short description of each variety's characteristics, in the

Fanciers Journal, for future reference. "Sionx."

—Squirrels—The Final Summing Up.—The question asked

by me in "Weekly Gossip," "Is it known to naturalists that squir-

rels castrate each other ?" has brought out the following evi-

dence :

—

1st, This most interesting fact has been fully established, by
witnesses, from Vermont to Maiyland.

2d, That while this habit of the gray squirrel {Scitirtis migra-

toriis) was known to "every farmer's boy, big enough to carry a
pun ;" it had escaped the notice of the great poet-naturalist Audu-
bon and ull oilier writers on animal nature.

3d, That the gray is sometimes castrated by the black or red.

4tli, That they are sometimes thus mutilated in battle with
each other.

5th, That the operation is often performed by one, or the other

of the parents, upon the young while they are in the nest. Proof;

In the Spring of 1874, I took a nest of young gray squirrels, and
kept two of them until fully grown. One was a female—the other

a castrated male. They were quite small when taken, so that the

operation in this instance must have been performed while they

were in the nest. In reply to the suggestion that the work is

always done by the red squirrel—I have only to say^that this is

an animal never seen here.

Result.—A most curious and interesting habit of the Sciurus

family, for the first time given to the scientific world.

J. M. McCann.

—How TO Keep Gold Fisit in Health.— 1. Cover the bot-

tom of the aquarium with clean coarse sand (obtainable at the
aquarium dealers) to the depth of about one inch and a half Avoid
fine sand and soil. 2. Insert the weeds with a stone over each

bunch, to prevent their disturbance by the fish. 3. In a few days,
when the plants show that ihcy are thriving, by the production of
oxygen bubbles, put in the fish

—

not before. 4. Beware of ihe

common fault of putting in too many fish, and be careful as to

the admission of sticklebacks, injurious insects, &c. Some sons
of beetles are very destructive to fish. 5. iVeyergive the fish bread.

In good condition they require no feeding ; but a pinch of dry
vermicelli, broken into minute pieces with the finger and thumb,
is good for them. They are very fond of it, and will soon take it

from the fingers when called. If forgotten, no harm will follow.

6. Do not let the aquarium remain in a strong sunshine or glare

of light ; a position between two windows is the best. If j'n n win-
dow, the liglit should be regulated with the blind or frosted glass.

7. In addition to the rooted plants, it is well to have a few of the
round leaved water-plants floating upon the top. The water in

my aquarium has not been changed for twelve months; I simply
add a little from time to time to make up for diminution by evap-
oration. If the fish remain near the surface, gasping for air, it is

a proof either that the aquarium is overstocked with fish, or that
the weeds are not growing healthily, through some of the forego-

ing rules being broken. It it is well to have a few water snails in

the aquarium. A sponge fastened to a stick will suffice to cleanse

the interior sides, leaving the side next the light uncleanscd,
whereby the hght is qualified. Once fairly started, there is no
further trouble whatever

—

Ex.

SjVD^LL PeJ DeP>\F^JjV1E[JJ

STRENGTH OF INSECTS.

We call a man, a horse, an elephant, strong ; but it is very easy

to see that, proportionally, insects are the strongest animals that

live. They manifest their strength in running, leaping, flying,

and sometimes in other ways. Some insects have been known to

run so rapidly that, if a man of ordinary size should make as good

time, proportionally, he would run more than twenty miles per

minute, or si.xty times the ordinary rate of a railroad train. A
locust, with the aid of its wings, will leap two hundred times its

own length ; to equal which, a man would netd to leap nearly a

quarter of a mile. A flea, without wings, will leap the same

relati-ve distance; and it has been estimated that, if a horse should

jump as far in proportion to its weight, it would scale the rocky

mountains in a single leap. A humble bee has been known to

follow a rail ear, going twenty miles an hour, against a strong

wind, for a long distance. Some beetles have a flight swifter, con-

sidering their size, than any bird; and butterflies sometimes travel

more than a hundred miles on the wing at one flight ; an elephant

having the force of a horn beetle would be able to move a moun-

tain. All have doubtless seen a beetle move a candlestick or lamp

in his eflbrts to escape from underneath it ; and he has been com-

pared to a prisoner in Newgate shaking the building with his back.

Some insects can easily raise forty times their own weight, and

the smaller insects in the same groups invariably raise the greater

weight in proportion to their size.

—

£x.

PETS.
" Love me, love my dog."

It is curious to observe how, in the stoniest heart of man, there

is always a certain small store of afl^ection still left, which seeks

an outlet. The philanthropist extends it over the whole race; the

miser bestows it upon the bag that holds his precious hoard, and

the poor captive lavishes it all on a tame rat or sociable spider.

Old maids and authors, it seems, are famous all over the world for

similar predilections ; the former to spite an ungrateful sex that

would not see their charms, the latter to console themselves for

bitter critiques and an unappreciative public. Occasionally only

do we meet with a man whom Providence has enriched with legiti-

mate objects of his love, and who still finds a surplus of affliction

to bestow upon pets. Such an overflowing heart is owned by one
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of the cleverest and brightest of French writers. ThSophile

Giiuticr, who hns lately presented his favorites, under the title of

his Dome.stie Menagerie, to the reading public.

The tendency must have heen deeply rooted in his heart, for his

very first sorrow was caused hy the absence of a favorite pet. He

had been carried from his home in the provinces to the capital,

and sadly missed, .amid the splendor of Paris, the familiar faces,

the patois o{ hi* friends, and, above all, the companion of his gam-

bols, a pet dog, who had been left behind. Though only three

years old, he became so homesick that, one fine day, he threw his

leaden soldiers, his wooden vilhige, and his bright-red violin, out

of the window, and merrily trotted down the street, on his way

home. Fortunately, he was overtaken in time, and, to comfort

him in his deep felt exile, tlie nurse purchased a dog for him, that

looked enough like liii old favorite to dry his tears. The animal

soon became gentle, and warmly attached to the boy, especially at

m al-time; hut after a while he seemed to pine ; he looked sad,

moved with difficulty, and refused to play and to run. One fine

day, when the future author was pulling him rather roughly, he

felt something strange in hisliair, and the nurse was called in to

examine the matter. She took a pair of scissors, cut a thread

which she had discovered underneath, and relieved the poor dog

of a warm overcoat of sheep's-wool, which he had been compelled

to wear for beauty's sake. It had fitted him well enough when he

was thin and lean, but, as be lattened under generous treatment,

the coat became too tight, and threatened to smother him. Now,

relieved of his strait-jacket, he siiook his ears, stretched his limbs,

and gamboled joj'ously around the chamber, quite content to be

ugly, if he could only be easy.

With growing years, the boy's aflFeetions were transferred to eats,

as more quiet and dignified, and dynasty succeeded dynasty, till

Ilildcbrand ruled supreme in the house. Hildebrand was a superb

creature, with tawny fur, stiipcd with black ; large green eyes, and

majestic deportment, so as to look for all the world like a minia

ture tiger, and quite as blood-thirsty. But as his owner began to

write poems, which gave his name no small ])restige, the pet also

be"-au to give way to ambitious designs. One fine day a friend

brought to Gamier a parrot, which he wished to be taken care of

during a short absence. The bird, slightly frightened, climbed to

the top of his pole and examined every thing in the room with his

bright big eyes. The cat had never seen a parrot before, and re-

turned the compliment by. fixing his green eyes steadfastly upon

the strange bird, lying all the while, as motionless as a mummied

eat of Egypt, on his soft cushion. All his recollections of life in

the garden, the court-yard, and on the roofs, failed to throw any

light on the subject. At last he came to the conclusion :

"It must be a green chicken !

"

Thereupon he coiled hiuisclf up in a ball, ready to spring npon

his victim. The parrot followed all his movements with feverish

anxiety ; he shook his feathers out, he rattled his chain, he raised

his claw, snapped his fingers, and sharpened his beak on the edge

of his cup. The eyes of the cat became only more eloquent; they

said clearly that " green chicken must be good to eat!"

Suddenly the arched back unfolded itself, and, with one njagnifi-

cent bound, the cat was on the perch. The parrot, seeing his

danger, in a solemn, deep-bass voice, suddenly cried out: " Had

your breakfast. Jack 1

"

These words frightened the cat beyond any thing he had ever

heard. A trumpet-blast, a pile of plates falling with a crash, a

pistol fired at his ear, could not have startled him half as much.

He bounded back and looked all consternation. " What did you

have—roast meat? " continued the parrot, enjoying his adversa-

ry's discomfiture. The cat's eyes said clearly: "It cannot be a

chicken, after all ; it is a gentleman !
" The poor creature crept

under the sofa, and did not venture out all day long.

From cats to rats the transition was sudden and violent. A

couple of self-styled sailors offered Ihe author some handkerchiefs

of pine-apple fibre and a pair of diminutive white rats, with the

prettiest pink eyes in the world. He bought them, as he happened

just then to have a fancy for whiic pets, and, from the horses in

his carriage to the chickens in his poultry yard, all was white. A
huge cage, with staircjscs leading from story to story, was built

for the tiny animals, and soon they became marvelously tame.

They not only suflFercd themselves to be caressed, but would seize

their master's finger with their tiny pink hands, and lick it most

affectionately. After dinner they were let out of their cage, and

immediately they began to race, with amazing swiftness and grace-

ful agility, over the arms, the shoulders, and the head of the author,

passing under the waistcoat, and reappearing through the sleeve,

out at the wrist. Then they were put on the table, and, in a few

moments, the merry couple had disposed of nuts, filberts, raisins,

and even the lumps of sugar left from the coffee. The author had

a narrow plank laid from the edge of the table to their cage, and

on this they carried, with an air of amusing stealthiness, all their

treasures to their store-room. Soon they multiplied, and some

thirty snow-white rats ran up and down in the strange Ratopolis,

as their owner called their cage. At times he would go to the

uppermost story of his house and whistle softly ; instantly the

whole little people left the open cage, and, as they could not well

ascend the steps, they would climb up one of the balusters, and,

in single file, creep up on the railing, till they reached their

master, uttering low erics of delight. Their end was tragic.

During an oppressively hot summer day their cage had been

carried into the garden, under a vine-clad bower. A thunder-

storm broke out, and, just as the author was leaving the house

with an umbrella, to look after his pets, a tremendous flash of

lightning nearly blinded and deafened him; when he recovered

from the shock he went to the bower, and there found his thirty-

two rats lying on their backs, struck by lightning. The iron

wire of their cage had probably attracted the electric fluid.

The strangest among his numerous canine pets was a spaniel,

called Zamore, unpretending in figure and color, but remarkable

for his extraordinary eccentricities. He hated the fair sex ; he

accepted all their favors and caresses, but he ignored their wishes

haughtily, never obeying nor following them. He attached himself

exclusively to the author's father, whom he worshiped silently,

soberly, never taking his eyes from him for a moment, and follow-

ing him, step by step, without looking right or left. He never

indulged in the slightest gambol, but appeared, at all times and

in all places, calm, philosophic, and almost ridiculously solemn.

And yet he concealed undi r this austere demeanor a most ex-

traordinary passion. An accident revealed it to himself and to

the world.

Lying at his master's feet, he was one morning startled by the

sudden explosion of a tambourine and a fife before the window;

he jumped upon the window-sill, and remained there as if petrified.

In the street was a number of trained dogs, dressed up as noble-

men, troubadours, or Turks, as Swiss shepherdesses and old

marchionesses, according to sex. They walked on their hind-legs,

they bowed and courtcsied, they danced and pirouetted. Zamore

stared, and at that moment probably said to himself
:
" I al-o am

an artist." He rushed out; he tried to raise himself on his hind-

legs, and attempted to join the company of learned brethren, but

the owner cut him with his whip, and drove him ignominiously

away. From that hour, Zamore's peace of mind was gone ; he

became more morose than ever, and refused even to eat. Soon

a strange noise was heard at night, in a vacant room where Za-

more used to sleep in an old easy-chair. After many guesses, one

of the author's sisters at last ventured to investigate the matter,

and, when she opened the door cautiously, she beheld, in the pale

moon'ight, a most extraordinary sight. There was Zamore on

his hind-legs, beating the air with his fore-legs, and practising the
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steps he had admired in the street! And this was not a passing

fancy. He learned to dance, but only by dint of much hard labor

and severe study. No sooner were the tambourine and the fife

heard below, than he rushed down into the street, and, with a

watchful eye, observed the graceful steps of his fellowartisis;

when night came, he retired to his quiet room, and tlicre practised

what he h.id seen. The author and bis friends went again and
again to the half-opened door, and witnessed the strange per-

formance. But a stranger scene was still to come. One fine

morning the servants of the house saw, to their utter amazement,

that some fifteen or twenty dogs of the neighborhood had squeezed

through the iron railing, which separated the ample court-yard

from the street, and formed a kind of circle around a smooih

place, on which Zamore was gravely performing his best steps.

Soon the outside public became more numerous, and, when the

eccentric animal sank down e.xbausted, after having shown off all

his acquirements, he was warmly applauded by an enthusiastic

audience of men and dogs. His accomplishments did not change

his nature, however; he remained as solemn and atrabilious as he

had been before, and died soon after of brain fever, probably the

effect of an attempt to learn the Schotti.sche, which was just then

becoming the fashion. The author proposed to erect over his

grave a monument with the inscription, copied from the tomb of

a famous danseuse :
" O Earth, rest lightly on me, as I have ever

rested lightly on thee!"

—

Ap/j/eto)i's Journal.

dispose of all my Almonds, and keep only large and small Pout-

ers. But here I am rattling away about my fancy without taking

your valuable time into consideration, and will therefore speedily

draw to a close, with the hope to pay you and rhiladelpbia a visit

on my way home.
Very truly your friend,

F. P. BECKER.

Coi^i\ESfOfJDE[^CE.

A GERMAN LETTER
Fkitzlak Kdriiezzen, Gerjiant,

February 4th, 1876.
Dear Mr. Wade :

If you have not received from me the subscription fee for 1876,

it is because I have been here in Germany since last August, and

having no greenbacks here, I could not send any. I therefore hope

you will excuse me until I return to Indianapolis, next May, and

wish you would continue to send your valuable Journal to my
address there, as it will be read by some friends, and an occasional

one sent to me by my friends. I am glad to see the Journal con-

tinue to improve, a sure sign that it takes, and will eventually

pay. Since my stay here in Germany, I have taken considerable

interest in the German Poultry and Pigeon fancy, and find the

Germans wide awake in their organizations. Their Journals, too,

are interesting, and since the existence of newspapers and poultry

shows, the price of Poultry and Pigeons has doubled and trebled;

the same is irne with canaries, and birds of all kinds. Men that

formerly raised birds only for pleasure, and would have to give

away their surplus in order to get rid of them, can now, through a

little advertisement, sell them at good prices, and thus make
Pigeon-raising not only a source of pleasure, but of great profit too.

The time that you could purchase a fine pair of German Toys for

a dollar has long gone by
;
good birds of any variety cost as much

here as they do with us, and the demand is quite as lively, and such

birds as good English Pouters, and Short-faced Almonds, bring

even better prices here than in America. You know I am a Pouter

and Almond Tumbler fancier, and now I have found a variety in

Germany, that I shall add to my lofts, and that is the little Pigma
Pouter. I think they are bred from the Austrian Pouter. They
are found iiere in all colors, with wldte bars on the wings. They
are exquisite in shape and carriage, and seem to me the real aris-

tocracy of Pigeons. They are very rare, and found only in the

hands of the few. I shall also bring a few pairs of Caryl Poultry, a

pair of Red Fleds, from Dundee, Scotland, and a pair of Whites,

from Birmingham ; also a pair of Yellows. Think after I get

home, (and can gather courage enough to part with them,) shall

IOWA STATE POULTRY AND BENCH ASSOCIA-
TION.

OFFICERS ELECTED FOR TUE ENSCING YEAR.

At a meeting of the above Associatiiin, Wednesday Evening,

February 9th, 1876, in I. N. Whittam's office, the following ofti-

cers were electt d for the ensuing year ;

President—Z. Z. Luce, Iowa, Iowa.
Vice-President—J. 0. Ferree, UeWitt; II. W. Boynton, La-

Port; Alex. Charles, Cedar Rapids; G. B. Smeallle," Independ-
ance; A. A. Cope, West Branch; Daniel H. Richards, Cedar
Rapids; J. M. Gilchrist, Marshalltown; G. H. Goodrich, Toledo,
J. J. Snouffer, Cedar Rapids ; J. G. Pearce, DeWitt.

Secretary—Daniel H- Richards, Cedar Rapids.
Executive Committee—J. J. Snouffer, HIel Hale, Geo. H. Greene,

Cedar Rapids; Thomas Barnes, Blairstown; A. Littlejohn, In-
dependence.

It was decided to hold a Bench show of Dogs in connection

with the fourth annual exhibition.

Committee on Dencii Show of Dogs.—A. C. Taylor, Cedar Eap-

ids, Chairman ; G. H. Goodrich, Toledo; these two will fill the

committee to five.

Twenty new members joined the Association. Cedar Rapids

is again fortunate in securing the location of this show, in Janu-

ary, 1877, or about that time.

THE LICE QUESTION.
Mr. Editor:

Dear Sir :—On page 61 of your Journal, is an article headed

as above, signed F. P. Betts. The writer of that article evi-

dently is too penurious to pay you ten cents a line for advertising

his lice powder. After telling all he knows about the Lice Ques-

tion, he says if any person will take the trouble to write to him,

with stamp, he will cheerfully advise them all he knows respecting

this remedy for lice. I took the trouble of sending him a stamped

envelope, and I enclose his reply, which is his card, telling when

he was born, that he has Brahma eggs for $3.00, and if I will

send him ten to twenty-five cents, he will send me a package of

powder, with full directions. I think this is an imposition to the

readers of your valuable Journal. lie does not do what he

promises. If he wants the people to know when he was born, or

if he has eggs and powder for sale, why don't he advertise as other

men do who have goods for sale, and not say he will tell all he

knows, and then ask for 10 to 25 cents for a package, without im-

parting the knowledge which he promises to give.

Respectfully,

W. J. Brewster.
Hannibal, N. Y., March 1, 1876.

WHITE FANTAILS.
Ed. Journal :

Can pure White Fantails, hatched from eggs from colored birds

be said to be pure White Fans and first-class birds ? By answer-

ng the above you will greatly oblige. Yours,

W. W. Elliott.

[They would certainly be pure white, but not pure bred White

Fantails, and yet they might have white offspring. They would

not be the kind of stock we should select to breed from by any

means.

—

Ed.]
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REDUCTION IN THE PRICE OF ADVERTISING.

Tn consequence of tho hard times and scarcity ol

money, we have determined to put the price of adver-

tising within the reach of all ; also to make the

width of column uniform with other poultry journals.

After tliin d>ilo, only ten cents per line of aliout

eight words will be charged for each and every in-

sertion.

200 BROWN tHrJHOKN FOWI.S
AND PlIl.L,li;TS for sale, suitable for breediuL'l

also eijgs from bens two veai-ri old mated with premium
cockerels—*2.nn per setting, t^vo settings for S3.n0.

FARTlCIDGIi: OOCHIINS, I claim for

my strain, large sixe and great la>ers.

llggs $2.00 per dozen.

OUR ANIMAL FRIENDS.
A journal published under the auspices of the

American Society for the Prevention of I'ruelty to

Animals. Uenrv Bergh. President. .$1 per annum.
CEO. WILL .lOIlNSTON,

Editor and Publisher,

No. 34 Elizabeth Street, New York.

FOREIGIV COINS IN 1876.
During the Centennial, large quantities of foreign

coins will be circulated bv visitors to the Interna-

tional Exhibition. To prevent annoyance, delay, and
Iriss, everybody should at once secure a eopv of the

New Edition of PETERSON'S COIN liOOK.enntalning
perf.'ct fac-simile impres.ions of rhe varions (Inld,

Silver, and other metallic coins triroughout tlie World l

with the United States Mintvalueof each. The whole

being placed in pr.'per order as regards the vaii"us gov-

ernments to which tliey belong, arranged according to

their different denominations and value. Tognther
with a complete index, alphabeticallv arrjintred. of the

coins of each nation, and fae-similes of the State Arms
of each of the United States. Published in one folio

volume, b"und in paper, price -SI. and will be sent by
mail, postage paid, on receipt of the price bv the Pub-
lishers, T. li. Peterson & 15ro., 3116 Chestnut Street,

Philadelphia, Pa. Do not wait until the foreigners

arrive to purchase the needed Coin Book, but secure it

at once.

A. N. RAB:B, Lock H.aven, Pa., has left with
him for sale a first cUss doubl.'-barreled Rifle—stub
and twist barrels, silver-mounted, cost fi^GO, made to

order Write also if you have a first-rate Setter to

exchange.

THKBE SII-VliR CUPS AT BAL-
TIMORE SH<»W! Eggs from my cup B.B. Red
Games, and W. C. B. Polands ; also from my choice
Iloudans, L. and D. Brahmas, W. Leghorns, Game and
G. Sebright Bantams. Address

MONIVUE POULTRY YARDS,
Brooklandville. Md.

NOW READY TO SHIP—pure and fresh
eggs, 13 for .S2, 39 for S5, of choice D. Br.ahmas. P.

Eocli^, and Drown Leghorns. Visitor get tickets for
Barto Station via Pottstown, Pa.

Address J. K. SCHULTZ,
Oolebrookdale P. 0., Berks Co., Pa.

Also, Black-breasted Red Games. Eggs for hatching
a season, #3 per sitting of thirteen. Address
W U. UELLENGEK,, Edgewood, Bucks Co., Pa.

W. H. BRACKETT Boston, MasK.,
Offers for sale at prires var.\ing with quality of

specimens, P.artridge Cochins of his well kno*vn prizi

winning strain; Lop-eared, Angora, Ilimal.avan, an
Dutch Rabbits ; Guinea Pigs, some of which are whit<
and Pigeons of mnny varieties. Write for what
wanted, and address

Oare of Washington National Bank,
Boston, Mass.

FOR SAIjE.—A few Games, (pit fowls,) con-

sisting of Black Reds, Duckwings and Heathwoods

;

prices low. Steel Spurs, Boston drop sockets, ."53.60

per pair. Address
n. M. POOLE, Rockland, Slass.

INTENDING to close out my Partridge Cochins,

I offer one cock, three fine cockerels, tnelve hens and
pullets. Choice stock ;

verv low.

11. A. GRANT, Jr.

Tarry town, N. Y.

WHITE LEaHOniTS,
S5.00 each, and eggs liF3.00 per dozen, from the follow-

ing Pedigree and Premium Birtls :

Lord P.Tlmer, .Tr., No. 7; Minerva, No. S
; Tictoria,

Xn. 1(1; I'riTiress of Leghorn, No. 14 : White Daisey,
\.. IS 1 ; luliu Ro.se, No. 18.") ; Lilly of V.alley, No. ISH

;

White Zvplnr, No. 187; Queen of Pearl, No. 188;
\VI . X" 189,

EGGS. EGGS.
From thirty varieties, at $2,00 per setting, sent to

hatch. Send for descriptive catalogues, free,

SMITH & BROS,
Stouy Brook, N. Y.

AVhicb constitute the Birds, or are from the strain

which took
First Premivm. New England Poul'rvSnciefv. March

l.'i7n; llnmecti.iit I'.mltrv Sn,-i,.tv. sl.v., IStO ; New

1 I'OUlt) ' So.

SUPERIOR I.ICilllT BRAHMAS.
Eggs for hatching S'-curely packed and expressed at

.S2.00 per 13 eggs. A few No'. 1 birds yei; for sale.

J. A. ROBERTS,
Paoli, Chester Co., Pa.

,Mt^, -i.:.,.j. bV! ..!:.• T
I

^
: r Snci.-ty, Nov.

1871 ; ^I- i..-'.u- l\ ullr, .'..^-...aii ,u, I
^i.. Is72.

Silr.r LV,Xew IJugland I'oilltrv Sn.ictv , -Mar., 1S72.

First Prfmiuin, Conn. Poultry Society, Dec, 1S7.').

.SVcojirf Premium, Conn. Poultry Society, [lec.. 1873.

Silver Meilal. Conn, Poultry Society, Dec, 1S73.

Two Silver Cups, Conn, Poultry Society, Dec, 1873.

J. Y. BICKNELL,
WESTMORELAND, N. Y.,

Can spare Himalayan Rabbits, S10,00 per pair ; Dutch
Babbits, S5.00 to #10. (lO lier pair; Black Tumbler
Pigeons, Yellow TuiiiMii -. Multl.d Tumblers. White
Fans, Antwerps,Turl.i'- M ' .ip-. Itlue Rocks.Barbs,
and Pouters, .S,"], Oil In -1 II |.ii piir. Eggs from my
best fowls, including my ,\fr:i -trains of White^Leg
horns. Games and Duck*. .\ few eggs from my im
ported birds. Send for circular.

ALMOND- BRED TUMBLERS.—Pre-

mium birds at the late Baltimore Show. Choice birds

at reasonable prices. G. 0. BROWN,
No, 1 N, Gay St., Baltimore, Md.

IMPORTED \VHITB !

One Silver Cup, Conn. Poultry Society, Dec, 187.?.

One Box Cigars, Conu. Poultry Society. Dec, 1873.
C. A. PITKIN,

Box 85, Ilartford. Conn.

PEKIN DUCKS, .Sin.OO per p.air : Eggs,
,93.00 per dozen. White .and Black Leghorns. G. S.

Ilamburgs and Iloudans eggs .Sl.OO per dozen from im-
ported stock. SOLO.MON SHEARER,

Tuckerton, Berks Co., Pa.

BLACK AFRICAN B.\NT.4MS

A SPECIALTY.

Two first and two special premiums were awarded
my Bantnms at the late show in Providence, R, 1

One very nice cockerel tor sale, a perfect beauty. Also
can spare a few settings of CL'gs, if ordered early, at

f5.00 per dozen
; chicks for sale in the fall.

Address E, S, WHITING,
Plainville, JIas«., via N, Attleboro.

EGGS. EGGS. EGGS.
Dark Brahma, Light Br.ahma, Partridge Cochin,

Cnlored Dorkin, White Dorkin, Golden Poland, S. S.

Ilamburgs, and White Leghorns.

S3.00 per 13—26 for $5.00.

Warrawted true to name, and a fair percentage to

hatch. No Circulars. Correspondence solicited.

J. B. TUCKERMAN,
L E.aton, Madison Co., N. Y.

FOB FIFTEEN DAYS.
To make room, the following birds must .be sold:

1 Dnrk Brahma cockerel, June hatch, weight 9 lbs,,

black breist. clear in back, a good bird, .§5 ; also

his sire, weight over 12 lbs., 855; also a few P. C.

cockerels from my old cock, Modoc chief, (2803), 1st at

Pittsburgh, 1^75, $3 to $5; 1 trio c), S. Polands,
()ilain.) very fine birds

;
pullets beautifully spangled;

good wing bars, ©7, or three pullets for ffO.

D, B, MOORE, Rochester, Pa.

HAMBURGS, niid AYLESBURY
DUCKS.—JAS. SCOHELD. Glen Riddle, Clark's

Run, Del. Co , Pa., breeder of all varieties of Ham-
burgs and Aylesbury Ducks. Eggs in Spring, §3
per 13.

G. O. BROWN. Brooklandville, Md.,bas one
pair each of S, S , G, P., and Black Hamburgs (each

won first premium at last Baltimore show), and one
pair Golden Polands tfirst at same show)—to exchange
or for sale. What offers ? Immediate

EGGS, PIGEONS, BAB KITS.—Send for

new Circular to Prof, R. F. GKORGE, Secretary Wis,

Central Poultry Association, Madison, Wis.

JNO. & THOMAS SCOFIELD,
, 71.'t and Darby Road, Phila,,

are makin.g a specialty of, and have for sale, all ysi-

rieties of Ilamburgs, from imported fowls. Eggs in

Spring, S3 per 13, carefully packed.

WOOE-OUTS OF FOWLS, PIGEONS,

AND LIVE STOCK GENERALLY.

Haviug permanently engaged an artisd and engraver,

I am prepared to furnish, on short notice and true to

life, woodcuts of Fowls, Pigeons and other Pets, at

reasonable prices.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

EAGLE POULTEY YAEDS.
OLIVER D. SCHOCK, Proprietor, Hamburg, Berks

Co., Pa.

Eggs from premium birds of the following varieties,

at .¥3.00 per setting of 13, 2 for Sf5 50, waiTanted fresh

and genuine :—Dark and Light Brahmas ; Bull and
Partridge Cochins, and Whire-Faced Black Spanish.

My fowls took leading premiums this season in this

section. Truly, OLIVER D. SCHOCK.

\fr. H. CUNNINGHAM,

Chenango Beidge, Broome County, N. Y.

BREEDER OF FIEST-CLASS

WPIITK LEGtlORISrS.
Egss, S3.00 per dozea.

FRUIT REGION POUliTBY YARDS.
EKES i"or Hatcbiiij^ from high class Plv-

mouth~Rocks, P. Cochins, W. Leghorns, S. S. .andG.'s.

Ilamburgs. Eggs, ^3 per 13.

A. KEPHART & BROS .

Berrien Springs, Mich.

A TRIO CHICKS
given awav for the largest order of Eggs up to .July.

Send for price list. ABRAHAM PERRY,
Monroe, N. Y.

A FEW Brown and White Leghorns, for sale

cheap. WILI.IA.M II. BOWERS,
Lock Haven, Clinton Co., Pa.

INCUBATORS.—Illustrated circular, price c

cents, giving full instructions for making and maua;
ing an Incubator that \yill hold more than 100 egg
cost less than $4.00.

CHARLES B. .lAQUES,
Box 123, -Metuchen, N. J.
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A. G. RARI.OAV & CO., North Kidgeway,
N. Y., breeders of Aldemey cattlf and Berkshire Pigs:

also Partridiie Cochin and White l.e-rhoni fowls, and
Kouea Ducks Write, enclosing stump, for prices.

200 BROWN L.l!:f>iHORlN FOAVL.^
ANI> PrCI.E I S for ^ale, suitable for breeding,

finely marked. Kggs lor hutching from selected birds
;

also eggs from two pens of Partridge Cochins, well

penciled and pure bred stock.

M. A. FRY, Vineland, N. J.

THE HUMANK JOURNAL.
A monthly paper devoted to the proper treatment of

dumb creatures. $1 per annum. Address

HUMANE JOURNAL,
Room 16, Central Union Block, Chicflgn, III.

PliVMOUTH ROCKS AND BLACK-
BREASTEU RED GA]TIES.

We are breeding from well selected birds of the
above varieties, and are prepared to furnish Eggs for

hatching for the Centennial Year. Our Plymouth
Rocks took first and special at the Northwestern Penn-
sylvania Poultry Show, held at Meadville, December
22, 23, 24. and 25, 1875, and cannot be excelled any-
where. Games.—We are breeding an imported cock
with choice imported and mated hens. Orders booked
now. Plymouth Rock Eggs, $5 per sitting of thirteen.

Black-breasted Red Game Eggs, $4 per sitting of
thirteen. Address

"WASSON & CO., Corry, Pa.

JOURNAL AGENCY.
Established for the convenience of those of our sub-

scribers and friends, who desire to avail themselves of
the advantages of dealing with first hands, either as
buyer or seller. We will supply anythingat the market
price, and many things below that price; our profits

being the commission allowed us by the dealer. Satis-

faction guaranteed. Correspondence accompanied with
stamp, cheerfully answered. Address

HOWARD I. IRELAND, Camden, N. J.

KliECTROTVFES

OF ANY CUTS APPEARING

IN THIS JOURNAL

AT REASONABLE PRICES.

FANCIEES' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

IP YOU WANT EGOS from pure-bred
"White Leghorn fowls call on or address the under-
signed. Only SI per dozen. Pedigree given if desired.

D. GILPIN, Concordville, Del. Co., Pa.

WHY NOT EXCHANGE?
There is hardly a person but what has some article

of value, useless to them, that might, if exchanged

with some one similarly situated be made available.

This can be done for 25 cents, through the FANCIERS'

JOURNAL, published by JOS. M. WADE, Hartford,

Oonn. Every Poultry and Pigeon Fancier, Sports-

man, and Stock Breeder should send TEN cents for a

specimen copy.

CHEAP ANR RELIARLE.
EGGS from three yards of Steel Grey (Williams' and

Sharpless') DatkBrahmas. Also, a few clutches from
White-crested Bhick I'olands. #2.00 per 15.

Rev. U. MYERS, Turbitville,

Northumberland Co., Pa.

EOMIJ^a FIGEOM.

ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

AND METHOD OF TRAINING.

By W. B. TEGETMEIEB.

Price 75 cents, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

SEAL'S AQUAEIA DEPOT.

WILLIAM P. SEAL,

No. 622 Arch Street, Pliiladelphia,

Wliolsale and Retail Dealer in

TANK AND BELL GLASS AQUARIA,

FISH GLOBES, AQUATIC PLANTS,

GOLD AND OTHER FANCY FISH.

Etc., Etc., Etc.

.6®^Aquaria constructed and stocked c

principles.

scientific

BLACK LEGHORNS.
Tor want of room I will sell cheaji my entire stock

of Black Leghorns, coni^isting of 17 birds, old and
young. Address, with stamp,

D. FRANK ELLIS,
Cambridge, Mass.

MOORE'S work: on PIGEONS.-One

of the most complete works ever published, and yet

the cheapest. Price, in paper covers, 30 cents; in

cloth, 50 cents. The recipe for "salt cat" alone is

worth the money. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

D. E. NEWELL
Offers a few

CUOICE CARRIERS AND BARBS FOR SALE.

Can be seen at

Foot of West 19th Street, New York,

C. WSRCKSHAGBN,
49 NortU NintU Street, PliiladelpUia,

(Successor to Wm. A. IIej^ry,)

MANUFACTURER OF EXHIBITION CAGES, FOR
FOWLS, PIGEONS AND PETS.

Dealer in Song and Ornamental Birds in great

variety ; also, Aquariums and Rockwork, Gold and
Silver Fish, etc., etc.

'^RRAHMA FOWI.."—This excellent work

ought to be in the hands of every Fancier of Asiatic

Fowl. Colored plates. Sent postage paid, on receipt

of j;2.50. FANCIERS' JOURNAL,

Hartford, Conn.

INTERNATIONAL PET AGENCY.

L. BJRLINGAME & 00.,

28 Barclay St. (near Astor House), New York,

DEALERS IN AND IMPORTERS OF

FANCY

Fowls, Pigeons, Rabbits

AND OTHEM rETS,

GEOUJ^'D OYSTER SHELLS,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL (in barrels and boxes),

Ground Bone for chickens (coart^e and fine). Ground

Scraps (fine), AVheat Screenings, Buckwheat, Barley,

Hemp Seed, Canary Seed, Mocking-bird Food, Drinking

Fountains, Poultry Books, Poultry Fixtures, of all

de.ecriptions. EGGS, for hatching in their season,

WIRE, for hen yards and pigeon cotes. Also, con-

stantly on hand, all kinds of medicine for fowls and

pigeons. All orders promptly filled.

L. BuRLTNQAME, Recently connected with the Fanciers'

Agency, 12 Courtlandt St., New York.

Jacob Graves, of the firm cf Jacob Graves & Co , 26

North Market St., Boston.

FANCIERS' PRINTING.

AVe beg to state to our Patrons that we shall soon

be comfortably settled in our new quarters, and pre-

pared, as usual, to do all kinds of

FANGIKRS- JOB PRINTING.

Send in your orders to

FANCIIilRS' JOURNAIi,

Hartford, Coun*
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• ONE TOUCH OF NATURE.
My sketch was finished, and I turned to go,

Yet lingered for a minute to compare
Tlic painted cottage in my folio

With that which stood within the huidscape there.

How feeble was my picture, despite all my care !

The cotter's wife was standing at her door,

And saw her husband coming down the lane.

And, catching up her baby from the floor,

She hurried out to meet him once agnin.

Lavish cf treasured smiles that were not spent in vain.

Their meeting all his weariness relieved
;

His drudgery to merriment gave place
;

Exchanging burdens, she his tools received.

And he, the baby, nestling to his face.

So went they back contented to their dwelling-place.

Weak was my sketch, and weak the matchless hue
Wliicli nature shed around on land and sea.

Beside the beauty of atfcction true

That simple mepting there revealed to me.

Nothing on earth with human love compared can be!

LAWNS.
Those who are about to make new lawns for another year

should now commence the labor of trenching or plowing or sub-

soil ])lowing very deep. The lawn should be made and allowed

to settle a week or two or during two or three good rains before

sowing the seed and leveling up, and the seed should be sown as

eai'ly as the season of cool nights and frequent rains comes on.

Some writers advise the use of grains, as rye, oats, etc., to be

sown with the grass seed ; but, as according to the general law,

the stronger overpowers and gradually destroys the weaker, we

have found the use of any coarse grain injurious rather than

beneficial. In the making of lawns we have at times had the

handling of some very light sandy soil, and when compelled to

do the best we could, without aid from top dressing, etc., we have

used oats in the Fall, for the purpose of holding it from blowiu;

and have made our second sowing of seed after the oats had grown

an inch or so.

—

Practical Farmer.

THE FAMILY.
The family is the educator of the race. Here men and women

are made. What they are in the world, that they were in the

family as children. The family is the place where the first lessons

of law are received, and where the whole character in view of law

has a direction given it. The citizen is made in the family long

before the time of voting or activity has come. When Napoleon

said, in answer to Madame de Stael's question about France's

greatest need, "Mothers," he asserted the all-potent influence of a

true family life. The family is the greatest means for the develop

nient of character. What a world does it p'-esent for the affections

to abide in ! Where on all the earth besides arc sympathies so

warm, love so pure and fervent as here 1 All that gives value or

heauty to human character finds in the family at once an atmos

phere in which to expand and develop the elements which shall

bring it to the highest perfection. The family creates a perpetual

|)Ower which holds and moves evermore each individual of the

circle. The parental love evoked every hour in providing, watch-

ing, guiding, throws back its influence over the heart and life of

father and mother, and makes them what they never could be

without it ; it is a power which tends all the time to lift them to a

higher and better place.

»->»

SCRAPS.

The chilling winds of winter have made their appearance; the

ponds and rivers arc frozen over, and the happy, joyous skaters

are gliding hither and thither upon their icy surface, whilst others

ai-e climbing the snowy hill and rapidly glide down upon the

" ripper," " runner," or old-fashioned sled.

The " tinkling of the bells" greet us pleasantly as, they ring

out upon "the icy air of night," while the grand old-fashioned

sleigh-rides loom up before us, as we recall those times when we

went for our "gal," and joined with others in a ride to a neigh-

boring town, there to skip the "light fantastic toe," (when we

wern't blessed with ' cowhides,") to the rustic music of the village

" fiddler " and " prompter."

The saying, " the times have changed and we have changed

with them," cannot, perhaps, be more perceptible, than when we

contrast the Present with the Past, and cannot cease to wonder

what the Future will be.

We hear the buzz of machinery thronjihout the land, and note

the various productions of " Yankee " ingenuity with amazement

;

and now at the Centennial rapidly approaching, I suppose we are

making arrangements to outdo all creation.

I suppose, "last but not least," the Centennial will have a

" Poultry Show."

How our forefathers would have scouted the idea of a " poultry

Show," drawling the words with a turn of the nose, indicative of

disgust. But we hear of these shows occurring throughout the

land, and new Societies are rapidly springing up here and there,

for a claim upon our attention, and never was the demand for

fancy poultry more great than to-day ; the immense shows which

are annually being holden, and in the midst of which we are,

prove the assertion.

The cash prizes, medals, diplomas, honorable mentions, and

specials, have an attraction, and are frequently making poultry-

men—some start out with great ideas, but soon comes down to

common sense ; that he doesn't know it all ;—and moreover, you

take these men who go into the business for love, and you will

find the most jolly, good natured, story-loving crondyou often

meet. Unicorn.

An Americanized citizen was called on as a witness in a

case before one of the justices lately, and when the oath was ad-

ministered he raised both hands and said :
" I shall spoke nod-

dings what ain't drew, if ever I hope to die so quick as a minute."
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THE TRUE MODE OF FEEDING POULTRY
Is not univcreally understood, notwithstanding the mass of sug-

gestions and directions tliat have been afforded through the poul-

try and agricultural press of this country in the past twenty

years.

If we observe the habits of fowls and chickens, daily, we shall

notice, that from the day these domesticated birds emerge from the

shell, to the hour of their death, they seem to exist to eat. When
at liberty, they range from dawn to sunset, in search of food—no

matter how well they may be fed around the farm-house door, or

in their regular feeding pens. Offer them a variety of feed differ-

ent from the ordinary allowance, and they devour it. And during

the warm months, when insect life is busy, they know no cessation,

by daylight, in pursuing the flies, gnats, grubs, moths, worms,

etc., that come and go in their way.

They eat little at a time, but do this often—upon opportunity.

In a state of nature, the jungle fowl picks up his provender at

large, and finds it slowly, as do the partridge and quail or grouse.

Conditions are changed, of course, when we come to domestica-

tion ; but the closer we can follow nature, in conducing to the

comfort and care of our chickens, the better they will flourish, in

the main.

Therefore, it may be set down as a good rule, that the general

feeding of our poultry should be done upon a system that at least

partakes, in a measure, of the natural course through which chick-

ens will obtain their subsistence, if they find themselves at large,

and are required to forage for their living, chiefly, and this mode
is a very simple one.

All dry food, in the shape of whole or broken grains, is best

fed to poultry by being scattered broadcast, as far and as widely

as it can be readily dispersed over a clear space, from the hand.

If whole corn and grain is fed, occasionly, it may thus bo strewn

over the grass-plat about your place, not a kernel will be lost, un-

less you thus distribute it wasiefully, or overmuch, in proportion

to the size of your flocks. The fowls and chicks will find it all.

and they will thus fill their crops slowly and obtain a goodly

degree of exercise during the operation, in preference to gobbling

it by the handfull, and thus gorging themselves, as is too often

the result in ordinary feeding.

Food thus given digests better, the birds are obliged to "work
for their living," by the means, and they swallow their food with

a much keener relish in their slow way, than if they cram them-

selves hastily, by having it thrown to tliem or fed in lumps, or in

large quantities. Scatter your dri/ poultry Jecd, then, among the

gravel, upon the grass, and around the door-yard, at lai'ge, when-

ever this can be done conveniently.

Do this at morning and afternoon feedings, and allow them

good range "between meals," with plenty of fresh water always

close at hand ; and you may be put to very little daily trouble on

this score, during seven or eight of the twelve months in the year,

while yonr fowls, both old and young, will thus be kept bu.sy, and

do fifty per cent, better in the long run than you can make them
do, through the crowding and cramming process in vogue among
poultry-raisers in many places that might be pointed out.

DUCKS REQUIRE WATER
For their best thrift, is it usually claimed, and they will wander
away from their home premises, a long distance daily, to gratify

this indulgence of their natural inclination in this respect. But
this is not absolutely essential to the well-being of the duck-race,

in all cases, it appear.?.

A correspondent writes us that he " raises two or three broods

of dncks annually, for his own family use in the fall, and he has

no stream, pond, or river upon his place." The undertaking, he

adds, "was experimental, three years ago, with me. I procured

part ducks' eggs in the market, set them under hens, hatched my
ducklings, kept them amongst my common poultry, and have

never had any diffieulty with them, more than with tlio chickens

about the place, of same age.

They will eat a-i much as the largest chicks or fowls, bnt I feed

all alike. They have never troubled me with any wandering pro-

pensity, and I have not found it necessary to provide any water

for their convenience, other than that which the fowls generally

are allowed for drinking purposes. I keep the wooden vessels

that hold this water shitted over the tops, so that the ducks shall

not get into and pollute it. But if thoy are not accustomed to

swimming from their birth, they quickly come to " accept the

situation" like the rest. And I have never observed that there

was any difference in the habits of this class of domestic fowl,

from those of the hens and chickens."

"I raise a couple of dozen, annually," says our correspon-

dent, " which I fatten and kill off in the fall and early winter, for

my own table use, and I find them very palatable, inexpensive,

and thrifty, from the start ;
quite as much so as the same number

of Cochins chickens would be. But they never see any water,

save that which they drink. I keep no ducks over the winter,

Christmas and New Year's sees the last of the annual broods.

In the spring, I purcha.'^e eggs again, set them under hens, feed

them as I do the rest of my fowls, and mature them as before,

without extra cost or trouble."

Those who are fond of duck-meat upon their tables, may imi-

tate our friend's practice with ease and profit. If two or three

dozen can thus be raised, without the requirement of a stream or

pond on the premises, in one case, it is ceriainly a feasible plan
;

and there appears no good reason why it should not always be

similarly successful.
»--. •

-

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

NEST BOXES AND NESTING.
As the time is now at hand when the arrangement of Nests and

and Setting Hens require special attention, I write this article

sandwiching new and old ideas together hoping some one reader

will at least he benefited by one or the other.

First, the arrangement of Nest Boxes. There is a"bitof advice'

that has been puldished time and time again, that from my ex-

perience I cannot give as such, It is this
— "let your hens follow

their own inclinations"—"Let their nature do the work." "Let

your hen and her eggs a'one, if you want any chickens," &c.

Don't be foolish enough to try this experiment. If you do the ma-

jority of our best birds, especially the Asiatics, will teach you a les-

son in nature, that you was not looking for. I have a Partridge Co-

chin hen that laid her eggs in a pail of old iron scraps, and out of

goodness of their nature, she set on the shells ! and it was not until

the most careful searching did I discover the iron manufacturing in

full blast. Some say a hen hiding her nest, is always a forerunner



March 9, 1876.] THE FANCIERS' "JOURNAL. 107

a nice clutch of cliicks. How many cnn truly say this isso ? With

our common and Game fowls, this may be so, but with no other

breed. I have yet to sec one of tlic Asiatics do it successfully, and

if left alone, as to nest, etc., they make a sad mess out of it. Give

your hen and her nest careful attention, and if you do not get

stronger and more chicks from the same number of eggs, your ex-

perience isquite different from mine.

First.—Have a coop or coops so that you can set your hens

apart from the laying stock. For the following reasons : The hens

will not be annoyed by others when on or off the nest. You can

arrange the food, water, etc., so that she can always have access

to it. Also, get a full supply. By being so confined she will not

spend more time than necessary away from her eggs. La.st and

not least
;
you can see to matters without the annoyance to, or

from your other fowls.

Second.—Take a box, the proper size, with holtnm and one side

out. This when on the ground, will give a. (/ronnd floor, ends, top

and hack covered . If more than one in a coop I place them wilh

the enrf against the side of the coop. By so doing, the hen is out

of sight of the others. She must in all cases 90 m onto her er/fjs.

She cannot (/o down onto and break them, as she would be obliged

to do if in an open box or barrel. With such a box she is more

secluded, and less liable to be annoyed. Nail the box to the side

of the coop. Take an old knife and lower the earth in the box,

and mix with it equal parts of wood ashes (free fj'om charcoal ) and

sawdust, the latter dampened with a weak solution of carbolic

acid and water. Now pack around the edge of the box, leaving

a basin (not funnelj shaped nest. Line this with fine hay, not

more than enough to simply cover the earth. Pack thoroughly,

and with the warmth of the ben for one day before you give her

the eggs, it will be a nest vermin proof, and muchbetter thana mass

of straw in an old box or barrel. Put inio it two or three nest-

eggs. Have plenty of food, water, gravel, etc., so that the hen can

have access to it. Take the hen, gently drop her on the floor, after

eating she will find the nest before night. If not, at night put her

on it
;
put the eggs under her the next night. Examine the eggs

every few days, by careful passing your hand over them. If they

move easily they are all right. If not, some of them have been

broken. Wash the eggs in warm water
;
put in a little fresh

hay and replace them. Remove the chicks and shells as the eggs

are hatched. Do not neglect a box of slacked ashes, or dust in

the coop ; but most important of all, is careful attention to minor

matters, and a few things yon should not do.

First, and with a heavy hen, absolutely necessary to success is,

not to make the nest, be it made of what you will, funnel slinpe.

If it is so made, the hen cannot turn the eggs. The upper or out-

side ones will crowd against, and crush the lower ones—very lit-

tle weight is required to do this. Any one by examining into this

matter, can see this, and instead of laying the blame of broken

eggs to biddy, will put it where it belongs. Her perverted nature

or your own. Have the nest/«// 6o«;/ shape, if it don't hold quite

so many eggs. The hen can then move them about freely, and

you can set a twelve pound Cochin without any risk. Have the

nest free from small pebbles and bits of charcoal.

Never grease the hen before or while setting, to kill vermin.

Greased eggs will not batch. Never set a hen if you can discover

a single louse on her. That louse will soon have a family.

Never put a nest full of eggs in a strange place and expect any

hen to brood them immediately. Let her have a day or so ac-

quaintance with the nest and its surroundings.

Never crowd a nest with coarse straw, put in any shape, and ex-

pect a favorable result.

Never give a hen more than she can cover. The entire lot will

in time be chilled, as the hen in turning them brings them to the

outside.

Never hurry matters, and attempt to set a hen until she is brood-

ing, and fully ready for the business.

Never pull a hen off her nest. Lift her carefully by passing

yor hand under her—eggs are eggs, and the rough handling of

the setting hen has brought on untimely death to many a chick.

Last but not least : Don't count your chickens before they are

hatched, "accidents will happen in the best regulated families."

- W. G. Nichols.
Springfield, O., Feb. 29th, 1876.

(For Fanciers^ Journal.)

THE POULTRY SHOW AT UTICA.
Having secured an invitation from the Central New York Poul-

try Association, to act as Judge, at their show in Utiea, I depart-

ed from home on Tuesday morning, February the 8th. The jour-

ney through New Jersey, and up the Hudson River was a veiy

pleasant one, but very lonely. On my arrival in TJlica, I heard

the familiar name, Bagg's Hotel, and one of the porters conducted

me within, and I was at once made to feel that I was at home,

by the landlord, Mr. Proctor, who is a thorough bred fancier.

The exhibition was held in the City Hall, a fine large building,

and the stock showed to a good advantage. All was confusion

when I entered the room, and who is there who will not understand

the meaning of that word who has ever had anything to do with

the management of a Poultry Show. There were 850 entries, con-

sisting of Poultry, Pigeons, and small pets. There was a very

good display of Fancy Pigeons, some fine Carriers, Jacobins, but

the main display was poultry. I never witnessed a finer display

of Houdan fowls and chicks. It was indeed grand, also the display

of Buff Cochins. I was not favorably impn ssed with the exhibi-

tion of Partridge Cochins. The White Leghorns were admired by

.all. The display in Hnmburgs was very good The Duckwirg class

was poor, with the exception of two or three pairs. The Plym-

outh Rocks want a little more Plymouth in them, and they might

have been better. I now ask the question, I may be very ignorant:

What is a Plymouth Rock ? I have an idea, but no, I will not

state it : only this and nothing more. That I do not believe that

there is a man in the United States who knows what they are.

Now for the Lord's sake Dickie, Drake, Corbett, Gilman, Upham,

Fclch, and Stoddard, do not take up the columns of the Journal

in answering me, do not write me letters. I indeed thought,

when I visited the Springfield show, that I would find out; but

after hearing the views that were advanced by some fifteen persons,

I became more bewildered than ever, and gave up in disgust, but

I will drop the curtain. Some of the Black Spanish were very

good, also the Game class. The display of Games was highly

admired by those who fancy that class of poultry. J. Y. Bicknell

had a splendid collection of Ducks. Mr. B. is one ahead in ducks

in the United States. Mr. Green had on exhibition fish, but my
idea of fish is, that I prefer them on the dinner table, and not in

glass jars. The display was very creditable to Mr. G.

There was nothing in the hall that attracted more attention

than the display of bugs and butterflys, exhibited by Dr. Cook.

It was valued at S3,000, for some of them the Dr. paid as high as

$30.00. Well we all have to ride some hobby. And now one

word on Pekin Ducks on exhibition ; well indeed they was. All

our shows have had them like the small-pox. Oh, poor little des-

pised Rouen, were you there f In this article, Rouen, I will do

you justice ; it must come out—you stand high, over the Pekins.

outweigh them ? yes indeed. I would not give one pair of Rouen

Ducks, for three pairs of Pekins. I have been there— I speak by

the books—my dutch is up. I do not believe that you can ever

make a Pekin duck outweigh a Rouen, no sir, it cannot be done

—

this is a positive fact : at our exhibition, the Rouens outweighed

them, and it is the case every where. The stock of Light Brahmas

was very good at this exhibition. I visited the country residence
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ofj. Y. Bicknell, and fourd all in perfect order. He has a fine

farm, and stands at the head of the poultry fraternity, in the State

of New York. I also visited the home of Newton Adams. His

stock of Hoiidans .and White Leghorns are about as near perfect

as can be found anywhere. This is the third exhibition held by

the association, and the managers have reason to be proud of it.

The President, Mr. Preston, and in fact all the oflScers, are live,

energetic men, and they deserve success.

I was highly pleased with Utica, it is a grand little city, and

its people are very hospitable. Thanks to Messrs. Bicknell, Ad-

ams, Proctor, Eoot, Warr, and the hen judge, Willard, for kind-

nesses received.

During my visit to TJtiea, I accepted the kind invitation of the

venerable Dr. Cusson, of Clinton, to visit the State Lunatic Asy-

lum. I found it perfect in cleanliness and order, and was glad to

find there were no Poultry Fanciers confined within it, and was in-

formed that the insanity of poultry men was of so mild a type,

that they were perfectly harmless. I left Utica on Monday morn-

ing, changed cars at Albany, and visited the grand consolidated

show at Springfield, Mass., and to be candid, I must say that I

was not very favorably impressed with consolidation. But some

other pen will tell the story. I had the pleasure of meeting some

of the prominent men of New England, who are engaged in breed-

ing poultry. I might mention the names of Gen. C. A. Johnson,

Sperry, Lockwood, Smith, Bestor, Stoddatd, Hudson, Williams,

Hudson, Brewer, Plaisted, and others. 1 found them all gentle-

men—whole souled and generous, and was pleased to meet them.

Kindly Yours, Tennet.

Doyleston, Pa.

(For Fanciers' .Tournal.)

HOW TO AVOI VERMIN.
Editor Fanciers' Journal:

Dear Sir.—The first number of our favorite weelli/ poultry

paper, in its very neat style and form, dated "Hartford, Conn.,"

reached us to-day after a hiatus of two weeks in its regular issue

—and we were very glad to welcome the bright clean pages and

well filled columns of the Fanciers' Journal once more, after

its change of locality in publication. There is no indication of

retrogradmg, and No. 8, for 1876, is quite up to its predecessors

in general value, good appearance, and interest, in all respects.

On page 84 of this number, I notice that your correspondent,

Mr. Nichols, takes ground against the efficacy of sulphur, tobacco-

dust, and coal oil, in their application for the destruction of ver-

min upon fowls, and in the poultry house. I am an " old stager"

in this business of practical chicken raising (as you know) and I

am very certain that Mr. N. is mistaken in his notions—for, dur-

ing years and years of experience, I have made use of these pre-

ventives, and I have no lice among my fowls, to trouble them or

me.

Mr. Nichols premises in his article headed "To all interest-

ed," that after a long experience with poultry he " has found

their greatest enemy to be lice," &c. This is correct. iVo malady

known among fowls is so annoying, so vicious, so destructive, and

so insidious, as is this—and in almost all cases of sickness among
domestic birds, to iliis nuisance may be traced the grand cause,

near or remote, of most so denominated fowl "diseases."

But there is no need to have lice about, either upon your fowls

or in their nests, coops, or houses, if seasonable means are adopt-

ed, and care is properly taken in continuing such means for the

prevention of the breeding of this pest upon one's premises.

Mr. Nichols says " if your coops are infested with lice," and
" if your fowls only rid themselves to return to the infested coops,

and "if covered with the varmints," etc., etc., why, of course

" sulphur and lime and coal oil is of no use." And in this your

writer may be correct, in part. But this is not my style of ap-

plying the mentioned remedies—though I use them each and all,

and have done this successfully, for many years.

If I am asked " how shall we get rid of the lice, if we are so

unfortunate as to be annoyed with them ? " I answer that I

have never been thus troubled to any extent, and so can hardly

advise—otherwise than I have done, herein. But I am quite con-

fident that if those who are plagued with this inconvenience will

follow np my suggestions, thoroughly, they will be benefited ; and

by continuing the practice faithfully, when once relieved, neither

the owners or the fowls will thereafter be similarly affected.

Prevention is my plan.

I do not allow the lice to get a foothold, in the first place.

And this is not a difficult thing to manage, at all. If it is not

permitted among your layers and setting hens, the chicks will bo

free from the pest. If vermin is not suffered to breed in your

nest-boxes, upon the roosts, or in the breeding (brooding) coops,

there will be no "nits," and the fowls, young and old, will be

free from that annoyance.

To do this effectually then, / have found the application of

powdered sulphur in the dust boxes, underneath and on the sides

of the sitting and laying nests, and dusted through the feathers

of the birds, (male and female) thoroughly, a great aid towards the

destruction of lice. The burned sulphur (in spring and fall) in

the tightly closed house, is another most excellent plan. But the

washing of the roosts with coal oil (or turpentine spirits) twice a

month in early and late summer, is very beneficial. And the

scattering of tobacco leaves or dust beneath and through the hay

of the nests is also very effective.

This should be followed up attentively. Once in a year isn't

enough ! But if it be attended to properly, no lice can begin to

grow on your premises ; and thus, you will not be called upon to

devise ways and means to get rid of the curse. The rubbing of

a little lard (saturated or mixed with crude oil of petroleum)

beneath the wings and around the outside of the vent of adult

fowls thus infested, will drive vermin away. But the nils on

birds so affected must be destroyed, also—or they quickly get

lousy again.

In conclusion, I repeat that you must prevent lice from getting

a hold on the premises or the birds. If the old fowls are thus

kept free from the nuisance, the chicks will not be troubled ; and

I have found that the rightful use of sulphur, tobacco, and kero-

sene has always done tlie business for my poultry.

Yours, &c., Veteran.

THE ASSOCIATED FANCIERS OF EAST PENN-
SYLVANIA.

Pursuant to the call fur a convention of fanciers and breeders, to

meet at Allentown,March 2d, 1876, the following Poultry Societies

were represented. The delegates from the Pennsylvania State Poul-

try Society, were,Messrs. G.W. Frederick and A. P. Groves, Chest-

nut Hill, Pa.; J. D. Ncvions and J. G. Darlington, Philadelphia,

Pa. The Eastern Penn.sylvania Poultry Society sent as delegates :

Messrs. A. M. Dickie, T. P. Harvey and W. T. Rogers, Doyles-

town. Pa.; W. E. Flower, Shoemakertown, Pa. The Central

Pennsylvania Poultry Society was represented by Mr. W. A.

Shoemaker, of Tamaqua, Pa.; the Berks Coimty Poultry Society,

by Dr. Berkcmeyer of Kutztown, Pa.; the Easton Poultry Society,

by Messrs. T. L. McKeen, W. H. llulick and Jos. Kodenbaugh,

Easton, Pa.; the Lehigh Valley Poultry Society, by T. James

Kuhe, W. C. Miller, and H. T. Warman, Allentown, Pa.; and

several other individual members of the association.

Dr. A. M. Dickie called the meeting to order at 1 1 o'clock A. M.,

and on motion, J. G. Darlington, of Philadelphia, was chosen

President, and W. E. Flower, ShoemakcrtOwn, Pa., Secretary.

Dr. Dickie then in a few brief and pertinent remarks, stated the
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object of the meeting, viz :
" to combine or consolidate, for the

purpose of hokling one largeexhibition of poultry, pigeons, dogs,

etc., at some designated place in Eastern Pennsylvania " A gen-

eral discussion then ensued by Messrs. Dickie, Nevius, Frederick,

McKeen, and others. On motion of T. P. Harvey, a vote was taken

tosee what societies werein favor of consolidation or combination,

which stood two for, and three against. AUentown declining to

vote either way.

On motion of T. L. McKccn, a vote was taken to hold a com-

bined show. The vote stood as follows : Philadelphia, Dnylestown,

Easton, and Tamaqua, in favor of a combined show. Allen-

town declining to vole at all. Adjourned until 1.30 p. m.

Meeting called to order at 1.30 I". M., President Darlington in

the chair, J. D. Nevius made a motion that a permanent organi-

zation be formed, to consist of a President, two Vice-Presidents, a

Corresponding and Recording Secretary, and an E.^ecutive Com-

mittee to consist of one member from each society in the combi-

nation ; carried.

T. L. McKeen made motion, that a committee be appointed to

select a list of officers ; carried.

The following committee was appointed by the President : T.

L. McKeen, Easton, Pa., A. P. Groves, Chestnut Hill, Pa., W.
T. Rogers, Doylestown, Pa., W. C. Miller, AUenstown, Pa., W.
A. Shoemaker, Tamaqua, Pa.

The following list of officers were selected by the committee:

President, T. L. McKeen, Easton, Pa; Vice-Presidents, A. P.

Groves, Chestnut Hill, Pa., and E. J. Fry, Tamaqua, Pa., Cor-

responding Secretary, Jos. Rodenbaugh, Easton, Pa., Recording

Secretary, — Hammond, Easton, Pa., Treasurer, W. H. Huliek,

Easton, Pa.

On motion, the above named officers were elected by acclama

tion.

On motion of Dr. A. M. Dickie, it was decided to hold the first

annual exhibition at Eiiston, Pa., the first week in January, 1877,

and that T. L. McKeen be authorized to procure a suitable hall

for the purpose. No other business being befoi"e the meeting, it

was adjourned.

W. E. Flower, Secretary, pro tern.

A CURIOUS OLD WORK ON POULTRY RAISING.
Article I.

We chanced upon a quaint volume, recently, entitled "The Art

of Hatching and Bringing up Domestic Fowls, of all kinds, and

at any time of the year," by MonS. de Reaumur, of the Royal

Academy of Sciences, at Paris. This elaborately prepared, and

finely illustrated volume, of about 500 pp., was written over one

hundred and twenty five years ago, and bears the London imprint

:

"Printed for C. Davis, over-against Gray's Inn Gate, Holbourn,

in the Strand, 1 750."

M. Reaumur's work is devoted principally, to the hatching of

domestic poultry, by means of artificial heat—" either in hot-beds,

or by that of common fire," and is a studied dissertation upon the

mode for hundreds of years in vogue among the Beriiieans, in

Egypt ; where millions of chickens are annually, and successfully

raised without mother-hens.

The modus operandi, through which this colossal result is at-

tained in Egypt, has ever been—and still is—virtually a secret.

M. Reaumur says in this volume, although through the research-

es of Messieurs Monconys and Thevenot, and Father Sicard, we
have had much light thrown upon the subject, yet "their accounts

have not been sufficiently particular in detail," and there are many
minor discrepancies even among the records given by these travelers

and savans.

Father Sicard tells us that "we ought not to wonder that this

peculiar method of hatching chickens, should not be known in

Europe ; since it is unknown even in a great part of Egypt. It

is a secret, limited there to a single village, called Berme, located

in the Delta, sixty miles from Cairo—and a few adjoining places,

"The inhabitants of Berme teach this secret to their children—but

successfully keep it from all strangers." In the proper season,

the Bermeans disperse themselves around, each man who under-

stands the process, takes charge of one "oven," for about six

months, successively, and through their skilful management from

45,000 to 70,000 eggs are set at a time, in each oven—to be hatch-

ed out by means of properly applied, and carefully conducted arti-

ficial (fire) heat.

The Egyptian secret consists of two parts : namely, that of

building these hatching-ovens properly, and that of causina; the

immense number of eggs set in them to be regularly and appro-

priately heated, night and day, as they would be if set on by the

hens. The results attained are similar to those reached by theuse

of modern incubators, on a far lesser scale. The knowledge which

the Bermeans possess (and which they keep so cautiously to them-

selves,) is that of so warming the eggs continuously, for twenty-

one days, as to gradually unfold the chicks within, and finally to

hatch them ; the important point towards success, consisting sim-

ply (or in the cases of the American artificial incubator of Graves,

or Ualsted,) in keeping up a constant and regular needful degree

of heat, and knowing exactly how to manage the ovens properly

to effect this object.

A veritable account is given of the enormous number of chickens

thus hatched in Egypt, aswellastheexactnumberof ovensinuseat

that period, by the Bermeans. There were then 386 licensed ovens.

"Thisnumber," says Father Sicard, "can never be increased, or

diminished without the fact being known, since the Aga of Berme

—a governing official— is the recipient of a regular tax of eight or

ten crowns each for the privilege allowed to run an oven ; and this

being his rent-roll, all operators are duly licensed and registered.

Thus it is known that there are (or were) 386 ovens annually

at worn Egypt—say in 1740 to '45

In each oven they contrive to turn out, in six months' time, an

average of eight broods, or hatchings, one after another. This

gives three thousand and eighty-eight broods. The number of

eggs set in each oven, at one time, is from 45,000 to 60,000. If

three-fourths of the eggs hatch, (and this is said to be about the

average product) we find that in each j'ard there are produced in

Egypt, by this secret artificial process, 3,083 broods of say 30,000

live chicks, each ; or the amazing number in the aggregate of nine-

ty-two millions, six hundred and forty thousand, annually I At all

events, this was the official record, more than one hundred and

twenty-five years ago, from indubitable authority.

Americans naturally exclaim "where do all these eggs come from,

just at the right time for setting, thus ?" And "what do they do

with these millions of chicks, as to raising, and disposing of them,

after hutching V We will answer these natural questions in next

number, and give our readers some farther information upon this

curious, but interesting subject—which has wonderously increased

in proportions, as a business in Egypt, since the middle of the last

century—but to which we cannot conveniently devote farther space

this week.

PREMIUM LIST OP EASTON POULTRY EXHIBI-
TION.

SraA?nas—Light—Fowls, 1st, Paul Balleit, Ballietsville, Pa.;

2d, W. C. Miller, AUentown ; 3d, McKeen & Huliek, Easton, Pa.
Chicks, 1st, 2d and 3d, McKeen & Huliek. Dark—Fowls, 1st

and 2d, D. C. Waterhouse, New Haven, Conn. Chicks, 1st and
2d, D. C. Waterhouse ; 3d, McKeen & Huliek.

CocAins—Buff—Fowls, 1st, McKeen & Huliek ; 2d, U. N.
Homer; 3d, James Cattell, Easton. Chicks, 1st, 2d and 3d,

McKeen & Huliek. White—Fowls, 1st and 3d, J. J. Berry,
Hackensack, N. J.; 2d, McKeen & Huliek. Chicks, 1st, J. J.

Berry; 2d and 3d, McKeen & Huliek. Partridge—Fowls, 1st,
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2d and 3d, D. C. Waierhouse. Chicks, 1st and 2d, D. C. Water-

house ; 3d, McKecn & lliilick.

Dorkiii'/x— Silver Gray—Fowls, 2d, Richard Lee, New York.

Chicks, 2d and 3d, Henry Hales, Ridt;ewood, N. J.

Leqhorns—White—Fowls,- 2d, Jos. S. Ilodenboufrg:, Easton.

Chicks, 1st and special, i". S. Hulsiger, Easton ; 2d and 3d, Jos.

S. Rodenboiiph.
Houdaiis— Fo\yls, 1st, Thos. L. McKeen, Easton ; Chicks, 3d,

John Bacon, Easton.

Polish—Silver Spangled (bearded)—Fowls, 1st and special, Ja-

cob Otto, Easton. Chicks, 1st, 2d and 3d, Jacob Otto. Silver

Spangled—Chicks, 1st, P. S. Hnlsiger; 2d and 3d, Jacob Otto.

Golden Spangled—Chicks, 1st, Jacob Otto; 2d, 11. S. Hickman
& Co., AlJeiitown,Pa. White-cre.sted, muff and bearded—Fowls,

3(1, H. T. Sperry, Hartford, Conn. Chicks, 1st, H. T. Sperry.

White-crested (American)—Fowls, 1st and 2d, H. T. Sperry; 3d,

Am"S Stone, Doylestown, Pa. Chicks, 1st and 3d, H. T. Sperry
;

2d, J. H. Bardell, Nazareth, Pa. White-crested (bearded)—Fowls,

l.st.Jaeob Oit. White-crested Black—Chicks, 1st, Geo. Hickman,
Nazareth, Pa.; 2d and 3d, Jacobb Otto.

Hamhnrgs—Silver Spangled—Chicks, 1st, C. S. Siexler, Allen-

town ; 2d, Herbert Hammond, Easton. Golden Spangled

—

Chicks 1st, Chas. Selser, Doylestown. Silver Penciled—Fowls,

1st and 3d. W. S. Rogers, Doylestown, Pa. Chicks, Island

special, W. S. Rogers. Golden penciled Haraburgs—Chicks, 1st

and 3d, Howard Swinuing, Doyleston ; 2d, A. B. Holcomb, Lam-
bertville, N. J.

Games—Earl of Derby—Fowls, 1st, A. B. Holcomb. Chicks,

1st, A. B. Holcomb. Black-breasted Red—Fowls, 1st, W. S.

Eisenh.irt, Djylestown, Pa. Chicks, 1st, F. Darlington, Doyles-

town, Pa.; 2d, John Lair, Limbertville, N. J.; 3d, James R. VVil-

liams. Port Oran, N. J. Brown-hre.asted Red—Chicks, 2d, S.

Vrceland, Easton. Ginger-Red—Chicks, 1st, Frank Vreeland.

Pyle—White—Fowls, 1st, Channcey Hilliard, So. Easton. Red,

—Fowls, 1st, Stewart & Raphael, So. Easton ; 3d, Frank Vreeland
;

Grey—Chicks, 3d, H. Vogel, Easton. Black-Grey—Chicks, 1st,

Frank Vreeland. Brass Backs—Chicks, 2d, Frank Vreeland.

Game Bantams—Black-breasted Red—Fowls, 1st, C. E. Long,
Lancaster, Pa; 2d, Berton Darlington, Doylestwon, Pennsylva-

nia. Chicks, 1st and 2d, Chas. E. Long; 3d, Fennicle &
Halick, Easton, Pa. Yellow Duckwing—Fowls, 2d, Chas. E.

Long; 3il, Fennicle & Hulick. Chicles, 1st, Chas. E. Long.

Silver Duckwings—Fowls, 2d, A. B. Holcomb. Red Pyle

—

Chicks, 1st, Chas E. Long.
Banlams—Other than Gams—Gold-Laced Sebright—Chicks,

1st, Jacob Otto. Black African—Chicks, 1st, Chas. E.Long.
Plymouth Rocks—Fowls, 1st, D. C. Waterhouse ; 2d, John J.

Berry ; .3d, Dr. A. M. Dickie, Doylestown. Chicks, 1st, D. C.

Waterhouse; 2d, Edwin Johnson, Doolington, Pa.; 3d, J. J.

Berry.
Turkeys—Bronze—Young, 1st, Christian Knecht. White Hol-

land, Old, 1st, Christian Knecht. Young, 1st, 2d and 3d, Christ-

ian Knecht, Naraganset. Blue, Old, 2d, Stewart & Raphael.
Wild—Young, 1st, S. L. McKee.

Geese—Bremen, 1st, C. S. Siexler.

Ducks—Pckin, Old, 1st, A. B. Holcomb; 2d, Edwin Johnson.
Young, 1st, A. B. Holcomli ; 2d, Paul Balliet, Allentown.

Rouen—Old, 1st, P. Q. Holcomb. Young, 1st, P. Q. Hol-

comb.
Pii/eons—Levi Bennet, Easton, took 2d, on Black Carriers, 1st,

White Barbs, 1st, Red Ch cquered Antwerps, 1st, Black-Cap
Magpie, 1st, Red Swallows, 1st, Starlings, 1st, Black Tumblers,
Isc, Dun Barbs, 1st, White Trumpeters, 1st, Silver Antwerps, 1st,

White Turbits— 1st, Tho. B. >Spamdren, Easton, 1st,Yellow Tum-
blers, C. S. Siexler, 2d and 3d, Black Nuns, 1st, White Plain Head
Fantails, 2d, White Crested Fantails, 2d, Archangels, 1st Blue
Magpies, 1st, Red Magpies, 1st Yellow Magpies, 1st, Mottled
Trumpeters, 1st, Black Trumpeters, 1st, Blaek-Cap Barbs. Rev.
L. A. Schwartz, Hornville, Pa, 1st, Yellow red Pouters, 1st Blue
Pied Pouters, 1st, Black Pied Pouters. D.E. Newell, New York,
2d, White Barbs, 1st, Red Barbs, 1st and special, Black Barbs,
1st, Black Carriers. Chas. E. Long, Lancaster, Pa., 1st Blue
Swallows, 2d, Wiiite Plain Head Fantails, 2d, White Trumpeters,
1st, Black Magpies, 1st Yellow Cap Magpic.s,lst, Bine Cap Magpie,
1st, Yellow-wing Turbits, 2d, Red-wing Turbits, 1st, White
(lalcutta Fantails, 2d, Blue-winged Pouters. McKeen .& Hulick,
Easton, Pa., Island 2d, Blue Antwerps, 1st and 2d, Yellow Barbs,
1st, Silver Owls, 1st and 2d, Blue Owls, 2d, Black Magpies, 1st

ami 2il, Silver Turbits, I.st and 2d, Checquered Carriers, 1st,

White Carriers, 1st, Dun Carriers, 2d, Red Carriers.

H. Hammond, Sec.

Easton Poidtry Association.

RHODE ISLAND POULTRY AND COLUMBARIAN
SOCIETY.

Office of the Corresponding Secretary.

Providence, March 3, 1876.

Dear Sir :

With this I hand you the list of awards made at our 3d annual

Exhibition holden in this city Feb. 7th to 12th. The Exhibition

was a perfect success financially, our entries numbered about 47.5,

a

little more than half the number of last year, but as a whole were

a much better class of fowls. We added a bench show of Pointer

and Setter Dogs, owned in the state, to our exhibition, wdiich

form d a very attractive featui'e, our entries, though not numer-

ous, (35) embraced many of the best dogs about here, and we

trust another year we shall be able to throw our Premium List on

Dogs as on Poultry, open to all comers.

The following gentlemen officiated as Judges on poultry : H. S.

Ball, E. V. Lilly, A. F. Stevens, A. E, Abbott, T. A. Todd; on

Pigeons, H. S. Ball, Aquatics, W. Clifft ; Dogs, Dr. N. Rowe,
" Mohawk." Yours truly,

Jas, L. Bullock,

Cor. Secretary.

Class 1. Asiatic—Brahmas—Light—Fowls, 1st, G. B. Fitz,

Attleboro', Mass. ; 2d, H. A. Rhodes, East Greenwich ; 3d, C. &
J. H. Cu.shing, Anthony, R. I. Chicks, 1st, 2d, and 3d, to J. E.
Wilmartb, Taunton, Mass. Dark—Fowls, 1st, to C. W. Cham-
berlain, Arlington, M.a,ss. ; 2d, C. G. Sanford, Providence; 3d,

H. A. Rhodes, East Greenwich. Chicks, 1st C. G. Sanford; 2d
and 3d, H. A. Rhodes.

Cochin—Black—Chicks, 1st, to W. B. and F. B. Hazard, Prov-
idence. While—Fowls, 1st, Thornton H. Adams, Pawtucket

;

2d, W. B. & F. B. Haziird ; 3d, L. B. Whitmarsh, Providence.

Chicks, 1st, W. B. & F. B. Hazard; 2d and 3d, Thornton H.
Adams. Buff—Fowls, 1st, 2d and 3d, to W. B. & F. B. Haziird,

Providence. Chicks, Ut, and 2d to same ; 3d, Joshua Vose, Man-
ton. Partridge—Fowls, 1st, to W. F. & F. B. Hazard; 2d, II.

A. Rliodes, East Greenwich; 3d, A. L. Dennis, Providence,

Chicks, 1st, to Joshua Vose, Manton, R. I.

Class 2. Vorkint/s—Silver Gray—Fowls, 2d, to A. L. Den-
nis, Providence. Chicks, 2d, to J. S. Moorhouse, North Dighton,
Mass.

Class 3. Hamhurfjs—Golden Spangled—Fowls, 1st and 2d,

to L, L. Tingley, P.awtui ket. Chicks, 1st and 2d, to same. Sil-

ver Spangled—Fowls, 3d, to C. B. Carpenter, Providence.

Chirks, 2d, H. E Tiepke, Pawtucket. Golden Penciled—F"owls,

1st, John Becker, Pawtucket. Chicks, 1st and 2d, L. L. Ting-

ley; 3d, John Becker. Silver Penciled—Fowls, 3d, John Beck-
er. Chicks, 3d, G. Dillenberger, Providence. Black—Fowls,

1st, J. S. Moorhouse, North Dighton, Mass. Chicks, 1st and 2d,

L. L. Tingley.

Class 4. Spanish—Leghorns—Brown—Fowls, 2d, to Gray &
Sherman, Foxboro', Mass. Chicks, 1st, J. H. Congdon, Provi-

dence; 2d, Gray & Sherman; 3d, Oliver Kendall. White

—

Chicks, 1st and 2d, J. E. Wilmarth, Taunton; 3d, E. B. Pendle-

ton, Westerly.

Black Spanish—Fowls, 1st, J. L. Moorhouse; 2d, Chas. W.
Grant, Attleboro'; 3d, j. E. Wilmarth, Taunton. Chicks, 1st

and 2d, Chas. W. Grant, Attleboro.'

Class 5. French—Houdans—Fowls, 2d, to Joshua Vose,

Manton.
Creve Catirs—Fowls, 1st, E.G. BufHngton, Somerset, Mass.

;

2d, Joshua Vose, Manton. Chicks, 1st, to R. G. BufBngton.

Class 6. Po//s/i—Black—Fowls, 1st, S. P. BuUas, Providence.

Silver Bearded—Fowls, 1st and 2<1, Oliver Kendall, Providence.

Silver Spangled—Fowls, 1st, to Oliver Kendall.

Class 7. Game—Black Breasted Red—Fowls, 1st, to J. J.

DeFray, Newport. Chicks, 1st, J. H. Hammett, Newport; 2d,

J. H. Congdon, Providence. Brown Red—Chicks, 1st, J. H.
Hammett. Yellow Duckwing—Fowls, 1st, J. H. Hammett.
Chicks, 1st, to .same. Spangled—Fowls, 1st and 2d, to I>ank
Brown, Greenville. Chicks, 1st. 2d, and 3d, to same.

Class 8. Game Bantams—Black Breasted Red—Fowls, 1st,

J. T. Peckham, Providence ; 2d, Lincoln Curtis, Watchemoket;
3d, Clifton P. Brown, Providence. Chicks, 1st, Thornton Ad-
ams, Pawtucket ; 2d and 3d, J. T. Peckham, Providence. Yel-

low Duckwings—Chicks, 1st, G. Dillinberger, Providence; 2d,

W. B. & F. B. Hazard, Providence. Silver Duckwing—Chicks,

1st, S. P. Bullas, Providence.
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Class 9. Bantams—African—Black—Fowls, 1st, E. S. Whit-
in;i, Plainville, Muss. ; also 1st on Chicks.
There were some fine specimens of Seiibright Bantams entered,

that were disqualified from premiums by over weight.

MISCKLI.ANEOnS.

Class 10. Z)omi'n/7He—Chicks, 1st, Albert F. Babbitt, Paw-
tucket; 2d, Jos. IJ. Uayward, I'awtuxet.

P/i/moutli Rock—Fowls, 1st and 2(1, A. L Dennis, Providence.

Chicks, 1st and 2d, P. A. Ballou, North Attleboro' ; 3d, C. L.

Kced, Providence.

iSnllmis—Fowls, 1st, to Benjamin White, Pawtucket ; Chicks,

1st, to same.
'J'ltrkei/s—Bronze—1st premium, J. B. Heywood, Pawtuxet;

2d, J. T. Wilcox, Warwick Neck; 3d, Harris Halph, Pawtuxet.
White—3d, Wm. Peirce, Jr., Mope, (the 1st and 2d premiums
were not awarded). Special premium for the best pair, J. B.
llcywood, Pawtuxet.

Guinea Fowls—Pearl— 1st premium, R. S. Buffington, Somer-
set; 2d, Chas. A. KusscU, Providence. White— 1st, R. S. Buf-
iington, Somerset.
Pea Fowls— 1st, J. Lippitt Snow, Providence, R. I.

AQUATICS.

Durks—White Breasted Poland—3d, J. Lippitt Snow, Provi-

dence. Rouen— 1st, John S. Moorhead, North Dighon ; 2d, Jcre

niiah Briggs, Providence; 3d, Harris Ralph, Pawtuxet. Pckin

—

1st, Samuel P. Bullas, Providence ; 2d, Avery Forbes, Attleboro'.

White Muscovy— 1st, Wm. Pierce, Jr., Hope Colored Mus-
covy—1st, Wm. Peirce, Jr., Hope; 2d, G. Dillenhargcr, Provi-

dence; special ])remiiim for best pair, S. P. Bullas, Providence.

Geesf—Toulouse— 1st and 2d, Harris Ralph, of Pawtuxet.
Embden— 1st, J. W. Miller, Rchoboth; 2d, Wm. Peirce, Jr.,

Hope. Brown China— 1st, J. Lippitt Snow, Providence; 2d,

Wm Peirce, Jr., Hope. White China— 1st, AV. D. & F. B. Haz-
ard, Providence; 2d, Wm. Peirce, Jr., Hope; 3d, Harris Ralph,
Pawtuxet; si)ecial premium for best pair of any variety, J. VV.

Miller, Rchoboth, Mass.

COLUMBARIAN DIVISIOX.

The first preimums in this Division are $2, the second $1, and
the Society special $5.

Class 1.5

—

Pigrons—Pouters—Blue Pied, 1st, Benj. White,
Pawtucket; 2d, Adam Horst, Providence. Black Pieil—1st, 2d
aild special, Benjamin White. Red— 1st, Benj. White. White
1st, Benj. White. Carriers—White— 1st, and speci.-.l, Sam. P.
Bullas, Providence. Barbs—Black—1st, and special, Sam. P.
Bullas, Providence; 2d, Benj. White. Red— 1st, Benj. White,
White—1st, John Brav, OInevville. English Owls—Blue— 1st,

Sam. P. Bullas; 2d, N. C. Brown, Taunton. African Owls-
Blue— 1st, Benj. White. Bl.ack— 1st, and 2d, to same. White

—

1st, 2d, and special to same. Blue Tail— 1st, N. C. Brown.
Black Tail—2d, to same. Fan Tails—White Crested— 1st and
special, Benj. White; 2d, W. B. and F. B. Hazard, Providence.
Smooth Head—1st, Walter Richmond, Providence ; 2d, W. B.
and F. B. Hazard. Black—1st, C. R..and A. H. Nicholas,
Greene, R. I. Bine—1st, to same. Yellow—2d, R. G. Buffing-
ton, Somerset, Mass. Turbits—Black— 1st, Oliver Kendall,
Providence. Blue Wing—1st, and 2d, C. R. and A. H. Nicholas.
Red Wing—1st, Oliver Kendall. Jacobins—Black— 1st, C. R.
and A. H. Nicholas; 2d, Oliver Kendall. Magpies-Black— 1st,

Oliver Kendall ; 2d, Robert J. Haig, Providence. Black Cap—
1st, C. R. and A. H Nicholas. Red—1st, to same. Tumblers

—

Yellow—1st and 2d, Oliver Kendall. Black—1st, to same;
2d, Robert J. Haig Red—1st, to same. Blue Beard—1st, Oli-
ver Kendall. Black Bald Head—1st, to R. J. Haig. Short-faced
Almond— 1st and special, Benjamin White; 2d, Oliver Kendall.
Swallows—Black— 1st, Adam Horst. Nuns—Black—1st, Oliver
Kendall; 2d, C. R. and A. H. Nicholas. Moreheads—Black—
1st, Adam Horst; 2d, C. R. and A. H. Nicholas. Spots—Black
1st, C. R. and A. H. Nicholas." Starlings—1st, S. P. Bullas,
Piiests—Black— 1st, 0. Kendall. Red—1st, to same. Archan-
gels— 1st, S. P. Bullas. Antwerps—Blue long-faced— 1st, S. P.
Bullas; 2d, Oliver Kendall. Blue short-faced—1st, G. Dillin-
borger, Providence; 2d, S. P. Bullas. Silver Dun-1st and 2d,
S. P. Bullas. Mahomets— 1st, Benj. White. Dutchess-White.
1st, Oliver Kendall; 2d, R. J. Haig. Yellow Magpies—1st, N.
C. Brown, Taunton, Mass. Yellow Swallows—2d, T Dillenbor-
ger. Providence, R. I. Dun Dragon—1st, S. P. Bullas, Provi-
dence.

Class 16. Rihhits—Angora, 1st and special, G. Dillenherger,
Providence; 2d, James Laycock, Providence. Blue— 1st, G.
Dillenherger. Native—1st, Henry B. Tallman, providence.
Class 17. 57«m-ek—Gray— l"st, Henry T. Root.

miscellaneous.

Sluffed Birds and Animals—S5, Thomas Allcock, Providence.
Canarji Birds in Allraclive Cages—S5, Grecnleaf, Anthony &

Co., Providence.

Best Sini/inq Canary—Fine brass cage, .and fine German Canary,
(two premiums) Greenleaf, Anthony & Co.

Exluhitinn Coop—S3, C. A. Branford, Manchester, N. H.
Guinea Pigs—Gratuitv, Winthrop W. Brownell, Prov., R. L
Wliiteliats—G\-M\xuy. Joshua Huvle, Prov., R. I.

Ant Eater—GrM\M\ , .lu^liun llovic, Prov., K. I.

Disphji of S1.-II .tarZ-.s— Cratniiy.'Joshua Hoyle, Prov., R. I.

Diploma awarded Steamer No. 10, for fine cage of monkeys on
exhibition.

SPKCIAL PREMIUMS
Bralimas—Light, for the best cockerel in Asiatic class, Jas. L.

Bullock, Prov., R. I., (94 pts ) Heaviest Pair Fowls, H. A.
Rhodes, East Greenwich. For best pair, J. E. Wilmarih, Taun-
ton, Mass. For best hen, a L. B. hen, G. B. Fitz, Attleboro,

Mass. For best pair Fowls, a L. B. Pullet, G. B. Fitz, Attleboro,

Mass. Diirk—For three best pairs Fowls, one L. B. hen, value

$5, II. A. Rhodes, East Greenwich. For best hen, one Partridge
Cochin hen, value $.5, H. A. Rhodes, East Greenwich. For the

larg<>st and best colldtion of D. B. not less than ten coops, H. A.
Rhodes, East Greenwich., For three best pairs Chicks, one I'art-

ridge Cochin hen, value S5, C. G. Sanford, Providence. For best

Cock, bred by exhibitor, a D. B. hen, C. G. Sanford, Providence.
For best pair, C. G. Sanford, Providence. For best collection of
Cockerels, $3, S. G. Sanford.

Partridge Cocliins—For the five best, in one coop, H. A. Rhodes,
East Greenwich : also for best collection. For best pair, $.5,

Joshua Vose, Manton. White—For largest and best collection,

$5, Thornton H. Adams, Pawtucket. For best Cock, figuring the
highest number of points, $.5, Thornton II. Adams. For best

pair, a White Leghorn Cockerel, W. B. & F. B. Hazard, Provi-

den( e. For best pair Cochins, other than Partridge, 55, W. B. &
F. B. Hazard, Providence.

Class 2. Dorkings—For best pair Dorkings of any color, one
Light Hrahma pullet, A. L. Dennis, Providence. For best Dork-
ing cockerel, one year's subscription to Poultry Argus, R. G. Buf-
fington, Somerset, Mass.
Class 3. Haml/urgs—For best pair of Black Hambnrgs, a Black

Hamburg cock ; for best pair Hamburgs, S.5 ; and for best Ham-
burg cockerel, one year's subscription to Poultry Argus, all to L.
L. Tingley, Pawtucket. For best silver spangled cockerel, one
pair pigeons, to H. E. Tiepke, Pawtucket.
Class 4. Spanish—For best pair brown Leghorns, S5, to J. H.

Congdon, Providence. For best pair black Spanish, one white
Cochin cockerel, to Charles W. Grant, Attleboro'. For best white
Leghorn cockerel, silver cup, to J. E. Wilmarth, Taunton. For
best pair White Lcgliorns,S5, to same. For best cockerel in class,

one year's subscription to Poultry Argus, to J. H. Congdon, Prov-
ir'ence.

Class 5. French—For best pair, $5, R. G. Buffington, Som-
erset, Mass. ; for best cockerel, one year's subscription to Poultry
Argus, same.

Class 6. Polish—For best pair, $.5, Oliver Kendall, Providence.
Class 7. Game—For best pair, $5, J. H. Hammett, Newport;

for best cockerel, year's subscription to Poultry Argus, same.
Class ft. Game Bantams.—For best pair Game Bantams, S.

P. Bullas, Providence, S5, also for best cockerel, same class, one
year's subscription to Poultry Argus.

Class 9. Bantams, other than Game.—For best pair and best

Cockerel in same class, E. S. Whitney, Plainville, Mass.
Class 10. Miscellaneous—For best pr. Plymouth Rock chicks,

$5, P. A. Ballou, North Attleboro'; for best cockerel, year's sub-

scription to Poultry Argus, same.

DOG- PREMIUMS.
Premiums were awarded in the "Bench Show" as follows

:

Setters.—1st, $10, to Thomas Adcock, of Providence, for red
female; 2d, $5, to Benj. Bliven, Providence, for black and white
female; 3d, diploma, to John Lassom, for orange and white dog.
The committee highly commended W. B. Grover's red Irish dog
"Fred," and commended J. C. Arnold's female "Fanny."

Setter Puppies.— 1st, $.5, to Samuel Scranton, Providence, for

native female "Meg," 2d, diploma, to William Tallman, Provi-
dence, for black and white female "Jennie." The committee
highly e )mmend Byron Kiernan's red Irish female.

Pointers—1st, SI to Isaac Campbell, for female " Roxie," 2d,

S5 to A. B. Foster's dog ; 3d, diploma, to C. G. Browne, of Paw-
tuxet, for dog. The committee highly commended Geo. An-
thony's dog.

Pointer Puppies—1st, $•'5 to Isaac Campbell; 2d, diploma, to

Frank E. Carpenter, for white pup "Doc."



THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 10.

FANCIERS^ JOURNAL.
THE FANCIER'S NEWSPAPER.

The Recognized Authority on Poultry, Pigeons, and Pets,

SUBSCRIPTION.
Per Annum $2 50
Five Copies, one year 10 00
Single Copies 10

POSTAGE PKEPAID.

TfOTTCE,—AnonymoKs communications not noticed. Rejected cominitni-
cations not returned. Manuscript not jireservefl.

A. N. Raub, Associate Editor.

ASSISTED BY A CORPS OF THE ABLEST "WBITERS, ON OUR SPECIALTIES,
IN THE UNITED STATES.

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
NDMEER ONE VOL. THREE

is already exhausted ; any of our readers having a copy which they

do not intend to bind, will confer a great favor by m.iiling it to

thisoflice. Those having the number, and intending to bind them,

will see that they are not destroyed, as they cannot be duplicated

from this office.

THE CENTENNIAL POULTET SHOW.

We are pleased to learn that Dr. A. M. Dickie, of Doylestown,

Pa., has accepted the position of Supervisor of Poultry &c., at

the Centennial Exhibition, tendered him by the authorities. We
congratulate the Commissioners upon their success in securing the

services of such an efficient and capable a man as the Dr., whose

experience will en.able him to discharge the duties appertaining to

the office, in a satisfiictoi'y manner to all. The Dr. is a thorough

"Fancier," highly esteemed by all who know him, iind his accept-

ance of the position cannot fail to give universal satisfaction to

the Poultry and Pigeon Fanciers, both at home and abroad.

CAN EGG-LAYING BE FORCED,

We are frequently asked by novices how the laying of eggs may
be increased ? or how this desirable object may be promoted

beyond the ordinary yield afforded by certain kinds of fowls ? In

a single sentence we reply that there is no known process that

will inspire hens to lay, inordinately, or that will cause them to

give us more eggs than about so many at the proper time, in a

year.

Fowls bred and fed and cared for under different circumstances,

or the widely different breeds of domestic birds we have in this

country, may yield a greater or less quantity of eggs in the course

of a season. It is quite possible to indifferently hasten in point of

time the depositing of eggs, by using certain stimulating food, in

given cases, when the chosen hens are about to begin naturally to

lay. But this latter attempt will prove but slightly effective at

the best, although we frequently read accounts in the papers of

the rare success certain individuals meet with, through feeding with

an excess of raw meat, plenty of scraps, quantities of ground

bone and like substances. It is quite unlikely that amj kind offood

whatever will materially accelerate this work.

In such instances of noted success, the fowls have reached the

point before this e.xtra feeding commences, when they are about to

lay. The stimulants may promote the discharge of the eggs some-

what, but to no considerable degree. If the hens are not nearly

ready to lay, this change of food will do very little good, as a.rule,

and it is mostly imaginary— the results thus claimed.

Nevertheless, a regular and generous system of this sort of feed-

ing, from the time the pullets are fairly grown, and daring the

weeks or months they are coming up to the proper time for

beginning to lay, will be found beneficial, and good warm quarters

in severe cold weather will assist towards inducing them to lay at

quite as early (or earlier) an age as a habit of negligence in their

diet and care will tend to bring about these first results. But you

can't have eggs from your fowls until nature has perfected the

processes of their formation. And no amount of stuffing or

forcing will expedite the discharge of their eggs, healthily, in the

natural way.

It is very true that experiments have been tried repeatedly with

this and that kind of food, or advertised "preparation, to make
hens lay constantly," which have been pronounced by the

experimenters successful. We are constantly reading such accounts

in the papers. But it will be found in all such instances that the

conditions ivere right with the fowls thus treated, for them to have

performed their work naturally, had they been left without the

forcing stimulants. And where this attempt has failed to produce

the desired effect, that it was not the fault of the extra food

administered. We know of no method to "force hens to lay."

-

When they are ready, they will drop their eggs. Until they are

thus ready, they naturally decline to oblige us.

THE CHICAGO EXHIBITION—MORE LIGHT.

The editorial in last weeks' issue, under the caption of "A Sin-

gular Proceeding," is attracting much attention from Fanciers,

Officers, and Breeders, in all parts of the country, as is evidenced

by the many letters we are receiving on the subject. We called

for a suspension ofjudgment upon the officers living out of Chica-

go, as it was probable the matter of witholding the premiums had

not bc-.n referred to them. In this supposition, we find we were

correct. It is safe to say that the questionable proceeding was en-

tered into, and consummated by a few managers, who not only

seemed willing to tarnish their own reputations, but by their acts

showed that they had no regard for the reputations of the gentlemen

whose names had been j)laCed upon the list of officers. It seems

to us, that the ordinary courtesy of every-day life would have led

them to have at least informed the gentlemen whose reputations

were at stake, of the proposed action, and given them an opportu-

nity of making good, in some way, the promises of their Society,

or of resigning, if the determination to ignore its solemn obliga-

tions was too strong to be overcome.

As it stands, these gentlemen, who were selected for officers, on

account of their sterling integrity, their prominence as fanciers,

and their influence, without a moment's notice, or a chance to pre-

vent the disgrace, are placed in a false position before the country.

We venture the assertion, that there isn't one of them, but who, if

the opportunity had been given, would have become personally

obligated, if the matter could not have been arranged in any other

way, rather than have it said that they were connected with an as-

socialion which has no respect for its written pledge.

Why, look at the action of the A. P. A. At Chicago, the Socie-

ty was found to be in debt ; immediately the members came for-

ward, took the Society's notes, and furnished the money to pay

its bills. It will be said in answer to this, that they had fiiith in

the association. Very well ; tlien the deduction in view of the

action of tlie Chicago Society is, that its managers had no faith

in its future, and so obliged the exhibitors to carry the debt though

they had never received an intimation that this would be required

of them. On the other hand they were told that the premium list

amounted to over six thousand dollars, and that exhibitors would

be treated "with the utmost liberality." The "liberality" with

which the exhibitors were treated is shown in the result. All the

local bills, even to \\\^"miscellatiemts disbursements in small sums

since organization of Societi/, S47I.26," and which had nothing to do

with the exhibition, were promptly paid, and the exhibitors who
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nindo the show what it was, wore coolly told to "go whistle down

the wind" for the premiums promised and awarded them !

Anoihor point which we touched upon last week : The premium

lists were opened at Buffalo, at the cxhihition a year ago, and at the

time of the annual of the A. P. A., when several gentlemen offered

iMi-ge sums, with the distinct understanding that they were to he

given as sinfjle premiums. Tlicn circulars were sent all over the

country, soliciting donations of PREMIUMS. All this resulted,

as appears by the published premium list, in contributions amount-

ing to $3,277. That this amount was contributed for premiums,

there is not the shadow of a question. In fact, the managers so con-

sidered it, for we find them saying in the lists which were

sent out to induce breeders to send their birds to the exhibition,

that this amount "has been divided by the officers of the associa-

tion, and distributed through the premium lists." Instead of hold-

ing these subscriptions sacred, for the purpose for which they were

given, wo find them treating the premium gifts as "donations"

for general expen.ses. As appears by the statement given herewith,

the amount of offerings for premiums, $3,277, has, however, dwin-

dled to $2,039.73 in "donations," and no explanation is given

concerning the balance of over SI,200. If this amount was col-

lected, what has become of it ? If it was not all collected, why is

it that the fact, with the attendant reasons?, is not stated ? Can it

be true as alleged, that fictitious subscriptions were put in for the

purpose of alluring exhibitors 1 From the best information we have,

however, we should say the subscriptions were honest ones; that

very nearly tlio full amount was collected, and through some mis-

take is not given in the statement.

Of this amount (S3,277) $2,415 is entered in the premium list,

as having been given to the poultry department, and undoubtedly

in strict accordance with the wishes of the donors, but we find even

this amount has been entered among the "receipts," and as stated

la-t week, to offset itis an itemof SI, 282.49, in the "expenditures"

]iaid for prize-cups, so that the money donated by fanciers and oth-

ers, for the poultry department, was used in part to pay the pre-

miums for the dog fanciers. In addition to this we get well au-

thenticated reports that judges who were invited from a distance

to judge in the various classes, and were promised their expenses,

have never received a single dollar to reimburse them for their

large outky. Many exhibitors report that they do not receive

even the proportion allowed on a number of the premiums

which were awarded them. Others write us that while they were

required to pay their entry in P. 0. orders, or drafts on Chicago,

they receive the proportion of premiums allowed them in checks,

upon which they are obliged to pay collection fees. Another

writes us that a valuable pair of pigeons was sold at the

exhibition, without orders, and that although he has repeatedly

written concerning- the matter, can get no satisfactorj' explara-

tion. And so we might go on for columns, with the complaints

that reach us from all over the country, concerning the mismanage-

ment, to use a mild term, of the national exhibition at Chicago.

Two letters received, deprecate our course in exposing this mat-

ter, and say "it would be better to let the matter drop quietly ;"

that "if it wasn't taken up by the poultry papers, notliing would

be heard of it as the injured parties are so widely scattered, no one

would be likely to complain, on account of a want of concentration

against the probably unintentional wrong." To all such we
have but one, word. The Fanciers' Journal proposes to

live strictly by its adopted motto, " not for itself but for all."

It is published for the benefit of fanciers and breeders, in all parts

of the country, and wherever it finds wrong-doing in any society,

or among those whose names should be on the black list, it will be

found denouncing it, without fear or favor, and we are glad to say

the Journal is not alone in this position. When the voice of

the poultry journals come to be heard on this matter, it will be

found that the fanciers of the country are to be well sustained.

We alluded last week to the proceedings of the Chicago society,

as being "unfortunate." Look at it in any light we may, let us

interpret it as charitably as we can, and it still presents itself in

an uncomfortable aspect. This society started out under the most

favorable auspices. It was given a splendid send off by promi-

nent fanciers in all parts of the country, who showed their good

will by tangible acts of liberality. It was backed up by the A. P.

A. in a splendid manner; had the best wi.shcs of the entire East,

which sent handsome donations for premiums, and birds for ex-

hibition. The best men In the various States were .selected for its

officers ; in fact, it bad everything in its favor, and every advantage

that would enable it, under honest and careful management, to

take a very high position among the best societies in the country.

But by an ill-considered act, it has lowered itself to the level of a

few local societies, which think nothing of breaking their pledges.

If this so-called national society, with its attractive surroundings,

can pcaceaWy repudiate its promises, how much labor will it re-

quire to convince breeders that they will not receive the same treat-

ment from associations which make no pretentions of superiority f

A feature of this matter is—and we wish to emphasize it

—

that a vast majority of the criticisms, complaints and censures we
have received, come from the West, which goes to show that

the western breeders are thoroughly alive to the necessity of hav-

ing their exhibitions conducted in the same honest and fair man-

ner that the eastern societies conduct theirs.

We trust the Chicago Society may find some wa}' to place itself

right before the country. As it is to day, there is a wide spread feel-

ing of distrust and discontent, among those who had dealings

with it, possibly excepting those whose bills were so promptly

paid in that city.

We should be pleased to hear from any one who can give us

any further light, or has any comments to make on this matter,

not for publication, but as additional guides for further remarks.

Below we give the statement- of the society, which, as the reader

will see, is only partial. It shows over $3,000 on hand, and

yet does not state what was done with this amount.

We don't care to dissect these figures this week, but can't help

briefly alluding to some of the striking absurdities which reveal

themselves at a glance. For instance take the expenditure for

"labor, 81,914.80." Well, this amount, allowing $3 per day, which

is liberal, would pay for the services of fifty-two men fortwelve days.

Those who were present at the exhibition know very well that the

sum paid is out of all proportion to the service rendered. This

labor item as it stands unexplained, gives considerable color to the

intimation made by two of our correspondents that some of the

managers received handsome sums for services and expenses.

Then again take the item "coal, $129.50." At Chicago quota-

tions this would give over three tons for each stove in operation

during the exhibition. There are other items, such as "telegraph-

ing,"—which has a funny history connected with it
—" Stoves and

pipe," &c., which tray be alluded to in the future.

NATIONAL POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

STATEMENT.

As there is a very general desire on the part of Exhibitors and Fanciers to

know how the large amount of money received by this Society during its recent

Exhibition, has been expended, I present below a Statement of the Receipts

and disbursements of Money since the organization of the Association. Many
of these items seem extravagant, and the amount can undoubtedly be materi-

ally lessened at another exhibition. The Labor Account is nearly double what
it would have been had the show been a consolidated one instead of two

separate and distinct exhibitions, and had the Association not been compelled

to hire men to do work which at all smaller exhibitions is performed by mem-
bers of the Society free of charge. The large item for Printing and Bill-pust-

ing includes the cost of Premium Lists, about S400 ; Entry Lists $120, and

the cost of billing the city during the show, about S^SOO. The balance is made
up of cost of Handbills and Circulars for distribution, and miscellaneous

printing before and during the show.
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Tha item of $1011.62 for use of the Exposition Buildiog, appears rather

liberal, but it seemed an equitable arrangement to the officers of the Association

at the time the bargain was made, for if the receipts were small, the compensa-

tion would be small, and if the receipts were large it was thought we could

well afford to pay 15 per cent, for the use of the building.

Received for Initiation Fees and Dues. $266.00
" " Entries 2,007.75
" " Sale of Tiolcots 6,744.17
" In Donations, 2,039.73
'• for Commission on Sales 146.77
" " SaleofStxnlards, and Commissions from "Automatic

Wonder," Peanut Stands, &c 149.13

811,953.55

EXPEND ITTJRES.

Paid for use of Exposition Building, (15 per cent, of door receipts) 1,011.62
" *' Prize Cups 1,272.40
" " Steam Incubator 100.00
" " Building Partition 125.00
" " Printing and Bill-posting 1,182.12
" " Advertising.. 590.13
" " Labor 1,914.80
" " Coops (still on hand) 576. (iO

" " Feed and Water Cups (still on hand) 132.87
" " Placards (still on hand) 76.20
" " Stoves and Pipe, (still on hand) 486.10
" " Lumber 174.84
" " Coal 129.50

, " " Feed for Dogs and Poultry 161.91
" " Postage 111.99
" " Stationery 102.80
" " Telegraphing 30.01
" " Gas Bill 295.37
*' " Miscellaneous Disbursements in small sums since organiza-

tion of Society 471 . 26

Cash on hand 3,008.03

»11,953.55

That the affairs of the Association could have been more economically

administered is quite probable, but the size of the exhibition rendered impossi-

ble that pergonal attention to details by Officers which is practiced at smaller

shows, and important duties were necessarily left to disinterested employees.

Trusting that the experience gained at the past exhibition will be profitably

employed in the future.

CIRCULAE SENT TO EXHIBITORS,

Office of National Poultry Association,

Chioaso, Feb. 29, 1876.
Dear Sir :

Enclosed find check for S73.00, which is sixty-flve per cent, of 95120.00, the

amount of your premiums. The Association is unable to pay the full amount
of the awards at present, although it has on hand 1,894 exhibition pens, 4,037

feed and water cups, 13 large stoves and pipe, and other fixtures used during

the recent exhibition, the cost of which was over Sl,300. These would be sold

by the Association if it could realize over thiny per cent, of their cost, but as

this cannot be done, it has been decided not to sacrifice them, as they are worth

their full cost for use at future exhibitions. This residue of thirty -five per

cent, the Association regards as a debt to be paid out of the proceeds of future

exhibitions.

Below we present statement.

Sixty -five per cent, of premiums $78. 00

Amount due on Entry Fees

Amount due for expressage 5.00

Amount due for stock sold

Commission on sales

$73.00

"We give below the list of officers of the "National Poultry

Association," elected at the last annual meeting held in Chicago.

The list as it now stands is not correct, as we are notified that

several of the gentlemen named have resigned since the statement

of the society has been published.

We are informed, on the very best authority, that very few of the

officers residing out of Chicago were notified of the contemplated

repudiation of the society pledges. If this is so, they certainly

should not be denounced and criticised as thej' arc until they have

had an opportunity to place themselves right before the public.

president.

Edward M. Teall, Chicago.

vice-presidents.

John P. Reynolds, Chicago.
A. D Warren, Worcester, Mass.,
Charles H. Turner, St. Louis.
Charles A. ^weet, Buffalo.
Dr. F. W. Byers, Lena, 111.

H. A. Mansfield, Waltham, Mass.
.Jos. M. Wade, Philadelphia.
E. R. Spaulding, J.affrey, N. H.
Dr. .7. H. Bryant, St, Paul, Minn.
Albert Noye", Bangor, Me.
Dr. N. Bowe, N. Y.
Ohas.H. Raymond, Morris Plains,N. J.

L. II. Smith. Strsthroy, Ont.
Luther Adams, Boston.
Horace Smith, N. Y.
Geo. II. Warner, New York Mills, N. Y.
J. M. Ferris, Stamford, Conn.
I. N. Barker, Thornton, Ind.
C. B. Elben. Pittsburg, P,a.

E. S. Ongley, Auburn, N. Y.

The gentlemen named as officers who were not consulted in

regard to the management at Chicago, therefore not responsible

for the unfortunate denoueinent, and who do not wish to stand in

af^ilse position before their brother Fanciers of the country, will

undoubtedly correct all wrong impressions concerning themselves.

secretary and treasurer :

Charles P. Willard, Chicago.

executive committee :

W. W. Corbett, Chicago.
John H. Whitman, Chicago.
E. L. Lamb, Chio»so.
Alonzo Snider, Chicago.
William II, Woodward, Chicago.
C. J. Ward, Chicago.
W. F. Milligan, Chicago.
S. 11. Seamans, Wauwatosa, Wis.
Dr. Horace Enos, Milwaukee, Wis.
Philander Williams, Taunton, Mass.
Z, C. LuPe, Iowa City, la.

J.T. Bicknell, Westmoreland, N. Y.
D. L. Miller, Polo, 111.

David Jones, Tecumseh, Mich.
Jas. M. Laml>ing,Parker'sLand^gPa.
John D. Olcott, Milwaukee.
Thomas F, Barnes, Blairstown, la.

John F. Boyden. Lincoln, 111.

I. K. Felch, Natick, Mass.
W. II. Todd, Vermillion, O.
H. T. Sperry, Hartford, Conn.

Mr. E. L. Lamb the retiring president, was unanimously nominated for re-

election, but positively declined to serve.

The Secretary, iVIr. Chas. E. Willard, who labored so assiduous-

ly to have things go right, has sent in his resignation. He will

receive the hearty commendation of the fanciers of the country

if he adheres to his expressed determination to insist upon its

acceptance.

The poultry breeders of America are under lasting obligations

to Mr. H. T. Sperry, of Hartlbrd, for his timely and earnest

defence of the New Standard and earnest entreaty that it should

not be tampered with or changed, except by consent and full

knowledge of all the fanciers iu the country. At the last meet-

ing of the A. P. A., several resolutions changing the standard,

disqualificates, etc., were introduced, and the Association seemed

inclined to make some radical changes until Mr. Sperry, by his

sensible and timely remarks, showed conclusively that it would be

the ruin of the Standard to make any change unless due notice

was given before such changes were made. It is often the case

that one clear head will prevent much future trouble, and in this

case, Mr. Sperry's head was most decidedly "level."—Chicago

Poultry Journal and Record.

WHITE-CRESTED BLACK POLANDS.

Newton Adams, Secretary of Central N. Y". Poultry Association,

has sold all his White-crested Black Polands, to Mr. Asa P. Moor-

mand Cold Water, Michigan.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
ibiitions to this department respectfully solicited froTi

—A story is told of a clase of ragged boys who had learned to

answer the questions in the catechism by rote. One day a stran-

ger entered to examine them, but unfortunately the boy who was
always at tbe head of the class was absent. The stranger asked :

"Wlio made you?" And the boy answered : "The dust of the earth."

"Oh, no !" was the remonstration, "God made you." "No," was
the response, "the boy that God made isn't here."

—

Squirrels.—Long years have pa.ssed since I have had an
opportunity to observe tbe squirrel in its native haunts, but when
a boy in the good old Buckeye state, I have passed many happy
hours in observing their peculiarities. One of these I have never

seen in print, although I confess to not being well read on the

subject, I have never ol)served it in any but the red and the

gray squirrel. It is a fondness for .swinging violently back and
forth suspended from a limb by tbe bind feet, always as far as

pointed out to me and as far as my own observation extends

early in the morning and on fallen trees. I have myself taken

advantage of this knowledge to shoot them. Hiding myself near
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a fallen tree about sunrise. I have never failed to shoot one or two
while thus engaged in their morning gymnastics.

W. P. S.

—Is THE Bi.DE-BiBD A WiNTEit RiisiDENT ?—I oliserved on

Jan. 19lh, at Bristol, Pa., a pair of Blue-liirds in possession of a

hole in a (Icail limb of a water-birch. At times both would dis-

appear entirely in the hole, remaininj: for some time, and as the

weather, until the day previous h.id been very eohl, the thou^'ht

struck me (although I am aware of their migratory power) that

perhaps they sort of hibernated in that snug little retreat durinfr

the prevalence of very cold weather, appearing only on warm
sunns days. W. P. S.

—E. S. S wishes to know the name of the animal that Col.

Bee shot, and which was called "Lepus Sylvaticus, a local name,
a Jat'kass Rabbit." .Tudgint; from the size of the animal, us given

by E. S. S., it must have been either the "Lepus California."

Gray, "Lepus Audobonii" Baird, or the "Lepus Trowbridgii"
Baird.

Now whether it was one or the other of the above named, much
depends upon the locality in which Col. Bee found it. The first

of the above mentioned animals arc found from Lower Colorado to

Fort Jones, California. Baird says : "not East of the cascades."
'I he other two inhaliit the California coast, from San Francisco to

San Diego. Tha Jackass Rabbit, "Lepus Texanius" or "Lepus
eallotus" is not fouud at all in California. HuoN.

SlW/^LL Pet DEp/yF\J]VIEfJj

{Reported for the Faociers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
PUILADEDPUIA,

(For the week ending Marcli 11, 1S76.)

1 Turkey Buzzard {Eainnrtus aura). Presented by J. M. Wil-
son, Washington, D. 0.

2 Opossums (Didelphi/s Virginiana). Presented by S. P. & G.
D. Wetherill, Phila.

1 St. Bernard Dog, {Canis familinris). Presented by P.B. Min-
gle, Phila.

S M'w]is (Afephitis Meplutca). Presented by Jos. A. Cunning-
ham, Virginia, 111.

HnoN.

BRANT GEESE.

(Anser hei'nicla—Linn)

THEIR HABITS—MIGRATION—BREEDING PLACES.

None of our game birds are perhaps so little known as the

brant of the East coast of North America and Arctic region.

This bird must not be confounded with the brant of the Missis-

sippi Valley, (Anser Alhifrons—Aud.) or with that of the Pacific,

(Anser Niyricon—Law.) The subject of these remarks has been

so often and so accurately described by ornithologists as to require

no further specific characterization. We would, however, remark

that our observation has led us to believe there is no sexual dif-

ference in plumage or size. The young birds are a shade

paler brown than the old ones and have the wing coverts move
deeply margined with white. They are exclusive and reserved in

their habits, never consorting with other fowl. They hiss at one

approaching as other geese do, and their "ruck, ruck," and
" r-r-ronk, r-ronk," when trilled off by an expert, is not altogeth-

er unmusical. They travel within circumscribed limits, and are

not like other birds scattered and diffused over the Continent.

As far as we know they have never been bred or domesticated in

this country or Engl.tnd. Their domestic life, the order of the

family, the food of the young, their growth and development,

are entirely unknown. No one has at any time, we prc.-ume,

studied their habits from birth to maturity, and consequently

that great field for studying character—the home—is lost to us.

We have had good opportunity for observing their habits dur-

ing their migrations at Cape Cod for more than twenty years,

and we learn that at other migratory points their habits are iden-

tical. The M. B. Club has for many years kept as decoys all

the way from six to twenty of these birds, but in no instance have

they exhibited any connubial desire. Some years since, the club

presented half a dozen of the birds to a wealthy bird fancier in

this vicinity for the purpose of breeding, but the scheme totally

failed. Another party has three fine Bpecimens that are allowed

by day to roam about the house with other fowl, but they, in

common with all their fellows, are first shorn of the tip of a wing

to prevent their speedy departure. Nor have these shown any

reproductive proclivities. While in bondage, they drink fresh

water, but in a normal condition, if they drink at all, it is of

salt water. Their food is wholly vegetable, consisting of eel

grass and other marine growths. We have never seen them

partake of fish, or any of the myriads of animal life that infest

our shores. Their excreraentary deposits indicate entirely veg-

etable diet, and as they never dive except when wounded and

pursued, they must feed where the water is less than two feet

deep. Corn alone constitutes the bill of fare of the decoys.

From our stand point on Cape Cod we should say, in ordinary

seasons, brant begin to arrive and depart early in March, and

they continue coming and going till the end of April. At times

there are immense numbers on the feeding ground. They are too

wise to set out upon a long voyage in the teeth of a northeasterly

storm, but let the wind haul to Southwest, and one will see those

nearest shore gobble a quantity of sand—" take in ballast," as

the natives say—lift up and swing round, often two or three

times to get the proper altitude, then strike out over the beach in

an E. N. E. direction, and with such precision as to provoke the

remark that each leader must carry a compass in the top of his

head to steer by. There is no day during the season above named

when there are not more or less brant at this point, and with

proper appliances and skillful management large numbers of them

may be slaughtered, but no sport is more dubious th.an this brant

shooting. The tides, wind, weather, all have their influence, and

the birds are ofteti very freakish and do not decoy well. The

course they lay in departing is further on, somewhat deflected, so

as to bring them into the Bay of Fundy, up which they pass,

lifting over the narrow neck of land to Northumberland Straits,

where again they find shoal water and good feeding ground.

Here, and along the shore of Prince Edward's Island, they

"feed and batter " till the end of May or fore part of June, when

they push along still further North. Between Cape Cod and

Prince Edward's Island they rarely stop except when compelled

to do so by hard winds or a storm, nor have they at any time

ventured far inland or out to sea. Here, however, with an accu-

mulation of strength and adipose matter, they are prepared for

the long, tedious, aud possibly somewhat dangerous journey that

is before them. Leaving the Gulf of St. Lawrence they proceed

along to westward of the Island of Anticosti, and at 65° or 66°

west longitude, strike out boldly over the land in a northwesterly

direction to the Arctic Occiin. Navigators on Hudson's Bay

have not spoken of seeing them in such numbers as to warrant

the belief that they make any considerable stop there. Their

line of flight from the St. Lawrence to the Arctic is not definitely

known, and yet it is certain they jjass north between Boothia and

Victoria Land, and between Melville Island and North Devon.

Whether in the long journey they are guided by certain isother-

mal lines, influenced by electric currents, or drawn thither by the

magnetic pole, which is represented as being at about latitude 70°

10'—west longitude 9G° 5'—is not known. That they do arrive

in the vicinity of Melville Island in vast numbers, and that they

pass along Wellington Channel and other Arctic waters to still

more northern feeding and breeding grotinds is well authentica-

ted. We assume then that all the other swimming birds—the

eiders, auks, gulls, swan, &c., travel and breed along the coast of

Labrador, Baffin's Bay and Smith's Sound, while the brant do

not. They take a widely different route and go much further
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north than the great mass of other birds. What we know, all

we know, in fact, of tlie birds away up in this inhospitable region

is gathered from the fragmentary narration of Arctic explorers,

and from ihe birds themselves. That they do go North of 70°,

or even 82° north latitude, and go in large flocks, we will further

on undertake to prove. We do not assume that all the brant go

north of 82°, but that nearly all that intend to reproduce their

young, do. Some from weakness or weariness, caused by the

long journey, or possibly from the pressure of the egg for extru-

sion, or other causes, may drop out of the flock and hence be

seen in Summer south of 70° north latitude. Again, some may
linger with no intention of breeding, as do the other geese. Sir

John Richardson says of geese (vol. 1, p. 251 :)
" There are a

considerable number who do not breed, but keep in small bands

and are called barren geese. Of these we saw several flocks."

Among the earlier Arctic explorers the opinion evidently pre-

vailed that brant did not go so far North to breed. So late as

1848, Sir John Richardson writes: "In Coronation Gulf are

many islands. Swan, snow geese, brant geese, eiders * * *

breed in immense numbers on these islands." Further on he

says that they (brant) breed on Wollston Land. They were go-

ing north, and he presumed they would stop there, but now re-

cent explorers have demonstrated his error. Hall, on his first

expedition, saw brant at the mouth of the Jordan River, and

others may have been seen in out of-the-way places. The sur-

geon of the "Hecla" and " Griper," Alex. Fisher, on the 16th

of July, remarks :
" A party of six went out for a ten day's hunt.

They saw a great many brant, but only succeeded in killing a

dozen." And further on Latitude 70° 30'—longitude 71° 15', on

the third of September, 1820 :
" Saw two flocks of brant geese."

June 12, while at Hooper's Island, (near Mellville) he observes

:

" We saw several ptarmigan and a great many of the geese so

often mentioned in the course of our journey * * » of these

birds we managed to shoot four during our stay, and found them

to be brant geese. They weighed about four pounds each."

Parry, on his first voyage to Melville Island, June 12,1820,

says: "The birds setn by our people were many brant geese

and ptarmigan, several golden plover, one or two boatswains, and

abundance of snow buntings." They were hurrying along north,

just as they do at Cape Cod ; in fact, they are always in a hurry
;

always on the alert. We have never seen them sit down like

other fowl, head under wing and sleep.

McClure, while at Prince of Wales Straits, wrote the follow-

ing :
" The king and common eider, the pin-tail ducks, and the

brant geese form their simple nests in spite of the prowling fox."

As he does, not speak of seeing a brant's nest, we are rather

inclined to believe it was not there. We doubt, with a single ex

ceplion, if any one has ever discovered or seen a brant's nest.

McClintock, at Cape Bird, remarks (p. 290) :
" I saw and shot

a brant goose, seated upon an accessihle ledge, and made a prize

of four egi;s." But apparently fearing his reader might be led to

believe it a common occnrrence, appended the following: "It

seemed strange that the bird should have selected so unusual a

breeding place." Further on, at Boothia Felix, latitude 69° 50',

longitude 96° 10', (p. 280J he says: "On the 8th of June the

first ducks and brant geese were seen flying Northward." At
Bellot Straits (1858) he writes :

" We cannot discover the nests

of either ducks or geese."

Dr. Kane, on his first voyage, (1850) saw no brant till he ar-

rived in the vicinity of Wellington Channel. So early as the 26tb

of August, the brant began to be seen on the return voyage. He
says (p. 160) : "If we add to these (the other birds) the crowd-

ing tenants of the air, the brunt geese which now came in great

cunoid flocks from the north by east." And again, (p. 174):

"Our solitary goose, (one shot by Murdaugh with a rifle on the

wing) was the Anser bernicla, crowds of which now began to fly

over the land, and in a cunoid stream to the east of south." This
" cunoid stream " rather puzzles us. If they fly in that shape in

the Arctic region, it is different from what they move in New
England. They generally fly irregularly in a line. That line is

sometimes bent forward in the centre so as nearly to represent a

V, but never continues so for any length of time. We should be

inclined to believe the birds described were Canada geese, were

they not named specifically. And, besides, we presume Anser

CDnadensU does not reach so high a latitude. Sir John Richard-

son says (vol. 1, p. 320) :
" The Canada geese breed throughout

the woody districts, (of North America) but do not reach the

vicinity of the Arctic Sea." Again, writing from Fort Confi-

dence (vol. 2, p. 105) :
" The Can.ada geese come in the van

(May 19) and remain breeding in the woody country."

In this northern journey, from the vicinity of Wellington

Channel, the brant take a northeast course which brings them to

the north part of Smith's, Sound, where they were seen by Kane,

Morton and others. We quote from Morton's statement (Kane's

expedition) : "June 21, 1854, a flock of brant geese were coming

down the valley of the lowland, and ducks were seen in crowds

upon the open water. When we saw the geese first they were

apparently coming from the eastward ; they made a curve out to

seaward, then turning, fl. w far ahead over the plain until they

were lost to view, showing that their destination was inland.

The general line of flight of the flock was to the northeast."

This was near Cape "Constitution," and about latitude 80° North.

At Renssalaer, Kane says (p. 302-3): "The brant geese had

not been seen before, since entering Smith Straits. It is well

known to the Polar traveler as a migratory bird of the American

Continent. Like the others of the same family it feeds upon veg-

etable matter, generally marine plants with the adherent mollus-

cous life. It is rarely or never seen in the interior, and from its

habi's may be regarded as singularly indicative of open watir.

The flocks of these birds, easily distinguished by their wedge-

shaped line of flight, now crossed the watiT oblitiuely and disap-

peared over the land to the north and east. 1 have "often shot

these birds in Wellington Channel in latitude 74° 50' nearly six

degrees to the South. They were then flying in the same di-

rection."

(
To be Continued.

)

CoF^F^ESpOflDEfJCE.

LIVE FEED FOR CHICKS-

Deak Sir : Make a pit, by digging out the ground about four

feet square, six inches deep, and make it smooth ; then take two

bushels of bran, and put in the pit ; then wet the bran with wa-

ter, and put in the bran a pig's or sheep's pluck, and in a short

time there will be plenty of live feed for the chicks. Take a shov-

el and throw out a few shovels full a day. I think this is better

than tieing meat up to a tree, and hitting it with a stick, to shake

out the maggots. R- B- !>•

SAGINAW VALLEY POULTEY AND PET STOCK
ASSOCIATION.

East Saginaw, March 5th, 1876.

Jos. M Wade, Esq.,

Deak Sik : A large and enthusiastic meeting of the fanciers

of this part of the State, assembled last evening, and perfected

the organization of the Saginaw Valley Poultry and Pet Stock

Association. It was decided, and included in the association, the

counties forming what is known, as the Saginaw Valley, Saginaw

Bay, Tuscola, Midland, Gratiot, Isabella, Clan, &c. From the

great general interest taken in their new association, we look for-

ward to a successful show for another winter. A great deal of fine
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stock is owneil in this vicinity, which will be still further improv-

ed and augmented through the stimulus given by an association.

I enclose a list of officers ;

President—A. Ferguson, East Snginaw.
Vice-Presidents—A. Purchase, Jiiv ; C. Beierle, Bay City; J-

K. Hose, Saginaw City ; P. C. Heald, Midland City.

Secretary—J. H. Cowell, M. X)., East Saginaw.
Treasurer—C. W. Wells, Saginaw City. „.
Executive Committee—Peter Lepp, Stephen H. Haskell, J. A.

Ashley, East Saginaw ; D. W. Ureen, Fred Lewis, Saginaw
City ; J. Spordeder, of Tihvaukce ; E. Stimson, of St. Charles,

and W. R. Munroe, Bay City.

J. H. CowELL, M. D., Secretary.

LOSS OP SIGHT IN A GAME STAG.

February 26th, 1876.

J. M. Wade, Esq.:

Dear Sik :—Will some of the reiders of the Journal tell me
what to do for my Game Stag'? He is blind in one eye—done

by stone, stick, or snow ball, (not lighting). The eye seems all

right, only a film over it. I would like to know what will take it

oft'.

"Whisper to Will Burleigh," that several of the fanciers around

here, do not feel very well towards that "nun" he rescued, down
at I*hiladelphia. Is not he going to give us any more of the youth-

ful follies.

Yours Truly, Black Red.

how many eggs to a pound'?

Mr. Wade,
Dear Sir : What is a fair number, per lb., for pure White Leg-

horn eggs. Please answer through Fancier's Journal. An
argument arose with parties here the other day, they saying

it would take 10 ; and to convince them, I weighed, from my stock,

eggs weighing I lb. and -J oz., not picking the eggs out, taking

them just as they came out of the box. If you answer such ques-

tions through your columns, please do so and oblige,

D. Gilpin.

P. S :—State my number and weight—may hear from other

fanciers. D. G.
•--•

scotch collie.

Feb. 29tb, 1876.

To the Editor of the Fancier's Journal :

Dear Sir: Would you be kind enough to ask through the col-

umns of your Journal for a description of the Scotch Collie or

Shepherd Dog. The markings and points that indicate a pure

blooded, thorough bred animal, and oblige.

Inquirer.
.--.

LeRoy, Mower Co., Minnesota, Feb. 16, 1876.

Friend Wade :

There is a "Gun Club" in our village, and some of the members
tell me that they have hard work to find birds when they want
them. They are anxious that I should raise pigeons, and offer

ten cents each for them, allowing me all that escapes, and return

home (which, judging from their last "shoot," would be a good

many).

Now I would like to know if it would be profitable to raise pig-

eons at that figure 1 or will it pay to raise them for market '? I

will have five henhouses 8x16x7 front xi back. Now, could I

not at a little more expense put a pigeon-roost the whole length of

each house ? (on top of course).

Which kind are the strongest flyers 1 and which make the best

Squabs,—please answer through your columns. I would like to

give the Journal a puff but evci-ything in that line is stereotyped.

Bo you will have to wait until I can conjure up something origi-

nal in that line. However, it won't be a puff, will it "! to say that

it comes regularly, and that I read it from "kiver to kiver" every

time.

By the way ; now I think of it, can't yon prevail on your "Ink-

slingers" to"Iet up" on Brother Pyle a little '? first thing you know

he will get so mixed that he can't tell a Brahma's egg, from any

other man. Now I have 75 of the very "mongrelest" kind of

"Dung-hilh," and I got some of the "yallerest" eggs you ever saw,

yet I would not say anything about it, for fear of adding myself to

the list of "P(y)ilers."

But don't forget to answer the above questions, and oblige.

Yours, &c., "Jonathan Squabb."

[The common pigeon is the best for this purpose; but why
raise them at 10 cents each when the lowest price is 15 ?

—

Ed]

ViLLYTELFY, MaRSCH TE ADE.
Meister 'Vade :

Efer sens I peen reating so mooch apoud dot "Zoo Nodes," in

te Schounial, I hafe peen a regeler gusdomer niit der Zoologicaller

Garten. I vood like do no somedings apoud dot Hyener animals.

Dem vellers peats me oud. I nefer was so mooch mordafide mit

brovidents pefore as ven I see dose tarn schackasses bacing oop

und town mit der gage. I ax dot veller vot schlings der peef,

ov vot use is dot animals in te egon-o-me ov nadure "i nnd he say

he vas braowl rount mit der Botters Vielt und eads oop dot bau-

per vellers und dramps uud efery kint ov tead, und schtinking

gargases nnd I dells him I dink apoud a tousand of dem vellers

vas soon got vat apoud Prooklin and Vashingdon. Ladst Soon-

day I vas coom in te Garten aboud veeting dime ; I look ad dose

Hyener vellers a few minudes, und den I prings oop mit some

papy lions und I hafe lods ov vun mid der blayvul dricks und I

vorgeds me all apoud dot Hyeners undil all ad vonce somedings

schream like sevendeen tousand loonadigs; T vas veil sure it vas

a lion proke loose or te Bensilfany Rale Rote vas exploted und

I gids me oud ov dot blace boody quick now I dold you, und ven

I vas coom pack dot peef schlluger he laCf und ax me if I hafe a

vrient oudsite. Meister Vade, I hafe ovten peen in pattle mit

schtorm ov scliott and schell, (und dot schells mene pusiness und

dond go vooling rount mit demselves, dond id'?) und I dells you,

sir, I sooner hafe vordy-nine schells schreaming rount mit mine

ears as one tam Hyener. Dot is a midy gweer kint ov peast,

aind idl I stoody dot vellers oop und ride a pook apoud id.

SCHONNT SpROAGLE.

the chicago exhibition.

Friend Wade :

Please look again at my notes on the Chicago Exhibition, and

you will see that I am correct, and that my statement agrees with

your correction. On p. 49, No. 5, 1 say "Two men entered Asiat-

ics, for the SI 00 prize, and two entered Games. The competition

was so great that, by mutual consent, the competitors divided the

amount," meaning, of course, that thej^wr competitors divided ihe

amount. Yours, truly, J. Y. Bicknell.

Westmoreland, N. Y., March 6, 1876.

F. p. BUTTS AND THE LICE QUESTION.

Oakdale, Feb. 21st, 1876.

Friend Wade :

In journal No. 6 appeared a communication signed F. P. Butts,

oflTering to any one sending a stamp, information in regard to a

powder to destroy lice. 1 enclosed a stamped envelope to Mr.

Butts. I send the reply to you. If Mr. Butts as a "true Fancier "

will tell all he knows, why don't he make known the ingredients

of which his powder is composed, instead of keeping them secret

and making a charge for the powder. Small as price asked is,

the inference is, there is some money in It. I do not know Mr.

Butts. You perhaps do and know that all is fair and right. The
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relations I sustain to you arc such that I feel in duty bounil to

lay all such documents before you, and if you feel tliat you have

been imposed on, you possibly have some redress. Without any

further information I at least will have no more correspondence

with Mr. Butts.

Your friend, A. A. MILLER.

Havana, Feb. 16ih, 1876.

Mr. A. A. Miller :

Dear Sir

:

—Your's received, and in reply will say that I did not

write as fully to the Journal as I intended, hence I must ask you

to remit me either 10, 15, 20, or 25 cents just as you choose, and

I will mail you a package of this powder and write you how to

use it. This is no humbug, and I believe one can save at least 25

per cent, in feed by its use. If I could see you and tell you all I

know about it, you would, I know, in the future never go without

it. I never expect to make a cent out of it, but as I claim to be a

true Fancier of good poultry I am perfectly willing to tell all I

know.

Hoping to further our acquaintance, I am respectfully,

F. P. BUTTS.

IMPOKTATION.

Baltimore, Md
I received per. Steamship California, from Glasgow, Scotland,

on the 8th inst., two pairs Pouters ; one pair blue, and a red cock,

yellow hen.

If you have any space in your Journal, please make a note of

it. Yours, Chas. Becker.

ExcFj/vi^qES.

3nts under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribing- and offering for Exchange only, -will be allowed at 25 cents

for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

ffi^^-'To EXCHANGES FOR CASH" Or "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or '"WANTED A>f OFFER," etc., ctc, cannot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exchange, or Want column.

(Iggr=*No Exchange or Want will he inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

black: list.
We have several complaints against Wm. S. Knox, of Allegheny City.

Mr. Knox please explain.

H. T. BOLTjIi^S, Rockville, Conn., will exchange one Pea Comb P.

C. Cock and four hens, for Light or Dark. Brahma, pullets, or hens hatched in

1874.

K, G, FLA.NDEKN & CO., Manchpster, N. II., have toexchaosel
pair of Black Magpies, one six-barreled revolver, for a pair of Bed or Yellow
Balls, and a trio of White and Brown Leghorns. Must be No. 1.

J. W. KIILOOR^, 569 North Queei
change a good single gun, has not been used :

whistler, or fancy Pigeons. Write quick.

Itt. VON CCJLIIV, Delaware Citv. Del., has for exchange, 1 pair B. B
R. G. Bant;ims, 5 pullets and 1 cockerel G. S. Hamburgs, 1 trio S. S.

namburgs,for Brown or Whitd Leghorn pullets, and one Brown Leghorn
cockerel.

F- <;, PATTERS^tN, Portland, Me., will exchange three Blue
Carrier cocks from imported stock, and common Pigeons lor breeding, for

Light Brahma (Duke of York stock) eggs for hatching, or Guinea Pig-, or

OLIVER », SCIIOCK, Hamburg, Berks Co., Pa., will exchange 1

extra fine Black and Tan Bitch, weight 4;^ lbs , 20 months old, value $25
;

had one litter of pups ; warrnnted extra stock, for two pairs matted Blue
Jacobins ; must have good hood, chain and pearl eyes, aud no foul feathers.

What other propositions?

JACOB L. OTTO, No 1031 Leh'gh St., Easton, Pa., offers in ex-

change, 4 lloudans, cost fii20, bred by Bicknell. from an imported ccck, cost

$40; 1 pair Light Brahmas, (Todds); 1 Golden Polish cockerel: 1 Silver

Bearded cockerel ; Cooper\s small work on the Game Fowl; and Mechanical

Toy, runs for nearly one half hour, cost So, for Benrded White Polish hens or

pullets, Wright's, Tegetmeier's, Cooper's, or Doyles' Poultry Book, Talking
Parrot and cage, or Black Cochins.

CHAS. W. DeKRANT, Findlay, Ohio, wants to exchnngeone pair

of Silver Duckwings, and a Black Breasted Game Bantam cockerel, for three

good, early hatched Black Breasted Ked Game hens or pullets, will send
first to any advertiser in Fanciers' Journal. Speak quick 1 No postal cards.

JAMES B. FIRST, Harrisburg. Pa., has to exchange White and
Mottled Pouterfj, for other fancy pigeons, Tumblers excepted.

]tl. li. & M. W. GRAVES, Northampton, Mass., offers eggs for
setting from high-class Light Briihmas, Brown Leghorns, and American JDomi-
niques. in exchange for l-'ancy Pigeons. What offers?

DR. G. L. REAGAN, Shenandoah, Pa , will exchnnge Jersey bull
Nicholas, age 14 months, No. 1874, A. I. C. <\, for Ayshir^ bull, same age and
registered, or Berkshire Pigs. Will give, and want good stock.

S, CHASE, Jeffefjion, Jeffer.'ion Co., Wis., has for exchange one B flnt

Cornet. German silver, warranted correct toned and good as new, cost $42.0(1,

for Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry, bound, and first class fowls. What

J. S". E»ftIONBS, Schenectady, N, Y., will exchange copy of Stnn-
le>'s Howl Found Livingston, 3 vols. Harpers' Weekly, 9 vols. Scientific

American, Wonders of the World, 2 vols. American Builder, for revolver,

books, or offers. Write if you have anything to exchange.

GEO. W, SCHEFFER, No. 21 Fouth 2d Street, Harri-burg. 1

has fur exchange one young KiJ Goat, 3 mouths old, for Fancy Pigeons of
following kind: Owls, Tnrbits, Nuns, or Yellow Pouters," or Carriers
Angora Rabbits ; also Stereoscopic Views of Black Crcok, for Fancy Pigeon
any kind. What offers ?

GEO. W. SrHEFFFR,P. 0. Box 163, Harrisburg, Pa., will ex-

change a young Fawn-color Kid Goatfor Fancy Pigeons, either Pouters, Owls,
Nuns, or Angora Rabbits : al.-^o have a fine Blnck Hamburg cock, 2 Gnme cocks,
and Seahright hens, for Pigeone ; also have Tumblers and Silver Sanborn hen,
and other odd birds to exchange for Lop-Kared Habbits.

JAMES Y. BOROEV, Box 30R, Bridgeton, N. J., has his stork of
fine Lops, Angora, Silver Gray, and Dutch Rabbits, to exchange for pedigree
White or Bi'own Leghorn cbifkens. Has two of choice Black and Tan Dngs,
weight when full grown, three pounds, pretty as pictures

;
will exchange

them also for the above fowls. Write quick.

I. B. TUrKERM%N, Eaton, N. Y., will .

open fare, detached lever, If^k. cases; one gold album
White Crested ducks, one pair Golden Poland chit

cockerels, for what offers. Write. See wants.

xchange a gold watch,
warch chain; one pmr
ks, two Colored Dorkin

W^Nj ED.
> IKSTRDCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

I. B. TXJCKERMAN, Eaton, N. Y, wants a pair of Silkies, and !

pair of Guinea Pigs See exchanges.

/ DYEF^ISEyAENTS

From reliable parties, on any subject interesting to Fanciers, will be inperted

at 20 cents per line of about twelve words, each insertion in the wide column.

Each number or initial will count as one word.

Transient advertisements, rash in advance ; six to twelve months, quarterly

in advance, or on presentation of the bill.

BUFF COCHINS.—Sly entire breedini; stock of this varietv are for

sale, one cnck and five hens, (the pair that took first at Philadelphia, January
1875 as chicks, included.) Price §40. JOHN CHANDLER,

Bo.\ 12, Kennett Square, Philadelphia.

FOR SALE OR EXCHAIVGK.—A pen of Black Eed Games,
onsisting of cnck and six hens, standard birds, bred from imported stock

}

rill exchange for a good grade Alderney cow.
Address C. H. MALLESON,

Hudson, Col. Co., N. Y.

XITRGEl AYI,ESSSmKY DRAKES, Si each; 2 pairs Cayuga
Ducks, »10 per pair; 3 p.airs llou™ Ducks, SIO per pair; Pekin Ducks, *lo
per pair ; one White Muscovv Drake aud3 ducks for SIO. All first-class stock.

Uouens and Aylesburys are far superior to Pekins in size and "ther desirnble

points. I have facts to prove my ass.^rtion. Ilemeraber uiy warning. Send
for price list of eggs and fowN.

J. Y. BICKNELL, Westmoreland, Oneida Co., N. T.

AVHJTE l,EGHORlV EGGS for sale at S2.50 per 13, from my
stock that took 1st premium at Pennsylvania State Poultry Show in 1870-74

and '75
; also 1st ajid special for best cork, and special for best hen at Mary-

land .Stare Show at Baltimore '76. Hirds I raised have taken more first

premiums at the Pennsylvania State Show at Philadelphia than all other

Leghorns combined ! Deny it who can ; it can't be did

.

Address WM. McANALLY, Newark, Del.

G. S. H A 1. 1/, Gustavus, Trumbull Co., Ohio, can .spare Dark Brahm«s,

Buff Cochins, Partridge Cochins, Brown Leghorns, Plymouth Rocks, and B. B.

R. tlame Bantams. Write for circular giving full descriptions of breedmg
stock, price list of e^gs, etc.

P. S. Having bought of Q. W. Dickinson, of Warren, Ohio, his 'entire

stock of Buff and Partridge Cochins, .andB. B. Red Game Bantams, incluiliug

some grand imported fowls and a number of pri/.e winners, I am better pre-

pared than ever to fill orders for first-class stock.
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REDUCTION IN THE PRICE OF ADVERTISING.

Id consuqiience of tho hard times aud scarcity ol

money, we have determined to put the price of adver-

tising within the reach of all; also to make the

width of column uniform with other poultry journals.

After this dite, only ten cents per line of about

eight words will be charged for each and every in-

sertion.

HA in BURGS, and ATTRSBdRY
I>IK'KS.—JAS. SCOl'IELD, Glen Riddle, ('larlt"s

Hun, Dfl. Co , Pa., breeder of all varieties of llani-

bur;rs and Aylesbury Duclcs. Eggs in Spring, iff3

per 13.

G. O. BROWN, Brooklandville, Md-.has one
pair each of S. S, G. P., and Bliick Hanibnrgs (ench
won first premium at la.«!t Baltimore show), and une
pair Golden I'olands (fivst at same show)—to exchange
or for sale. What offers? Immediate

71^t and Darby Road, Phila.,

are nuiking a specialty of, and have for aiile, all va-

rieties of llHmburgs, from imported fowls. Egy;s in
Spring, $3 per 13, Ciirefully packed.

OUR ANIMAL FRIENDS.
A journal publi«h*-d under the auspices of the

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to

Animals. Ilenrv Bergh, President. SI per annum.
GEO. WILL .lOIINSTON,

Editor and Publisher,
No. 34 Elizabeth Street, New York.

FORKIGN COINS IN 1876.
During the Centennial, large quantities of foreign

coins will be circulated by visitors to the Interna-
tional Exhibition. To prevent annoyance, delay, and
I'^s.-i, ever^'bodv should at once secure a copy of the
New Edition of PETERSON'S COIN BOOK, containing
perft^ct fac-simile impressions of the various Gold,
Silver, and other metallic coins tnroughout the World

;

with the United States Mititvalueof each. The whnle
being placed in pr-iper order as regards the various gov-
ernments to which they belong, arranged accurding to

their different denominations aud value. Together
with a complete index, alphabetically arr;mced, of the
coins of each nation, and fac-similes of the St^ite Arms
of each of the United States. Published in one folio

volume, b'-und in paper, price $1, and will be sent by
mMil, postage paid, on receipt of the price by the Pub-
lishers. T. B. Peterson & Bro., 306 Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia, Pa. Do not wait until the foreigners
arrive to purchase the needed Coin Book, but secure it

A. N. RAIJB, Lock Haven, Pa., has left with
him for sale a first chss doubln-barreled Rifle—stub
and twist barrels, silver-mounted, cost *60, made to
order. Write also if you have a first-rate Setter to
exchange.

THREE SILVER CUPS AT BAL-TIMORE SHOW! Eggs from my cup B.B. Red
Games, and W. C. B. Polands ; also from my choice
Iloudans, L. and D. Brahmaa, W. Leghorns, Game and
G. Sebright Bantams. Address

MONTVUE POULTRY YARDS,
Brooklandville. Md.

I>l>MINI<^XJB'S, FANCY PIGEONS,
AN1> WARREN GAMliS.

Also, Black-breasted Red Games. .Eggs for hatching
n season, *3 per sitting of thirteen.* Addrt-ss

W. H. UELLENGEK, Edgewood, Bucks Co., Pa.

W. H. BRACKETT Boston, JHasN.,
Offers for sale at prices varying with quality of

specimens, Partridge Cochins of his well known prize-
winning strain; Lop-eared, Angora, Himalayan, aud
Dutch Rabbits ; Guinea Pigs, some of which are white

:

and Pigeons of m^ny varieties Write for what is

wanted, and address
Care of Washington National Bank,

Boston, Mass.

INTENBING to close out my Partridge Cochins,

T offer one cock, three fine cockerels, twelve hens and
pullets. Choice stock: very low.

U. A. GRANT, Jr.

Tarrytown,N. Y.

EGGS. EGGS.
From thirty varieties, at $2.00 per setting, sent to

hatch. Send for descriptive catalogues, free.

SMITH iS: BUGS,
Stony Brook, N. Y.

SUPERIOR LIGHT BRAHITIAS.
Eggs for hatching spcurely packed and expressed at

52.00 per 13 eggs. A few No. 1 birds vet for sale.

J. A. UOBEltTS,
Paoli, Chester Co., Pa.

J. Y. BICKNELL,
WESTMORELAND, N. Y.,

Can ppare ITiiii;,: i\ :iii iy,M.;'-, ~in ni'i |,,.r | lir: Tniii'ii

itabbiLs, "f-r, I 'I !• -
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• " '
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' ' .m ' 'I'l-

I'iBeons, YM . v. ,i , ., •..,
,

,
. • ,-..

Fans, Antw.T|,., inri.i-, n ' :.,:-. i;... ;,^, i;.iii.-,

and I'outurs, ST).')!) to ^In.iKi per pair. E{;f.^s imiii my
best fuwls, includinfr my extra strains ot White i.e^

horns. Games and Ducks. A few eggs from my im
ported birds. Send for circular.

ALMOND- BRED TUMBLEnS.—Pre-
liuni birds at the late JSaltimore Show. Choice birds

t reasonable prices. G. 0. HROU'N,
No. 1 N. Gay St., Baltimore, Md.

vn and White Lejtborns, for sale

WILLIAM H. BOWERS,
Lock Haven, Clinton Co., Pa.

FRUIT REGION POULTRV VARDS.
Etfgs i'or Hateliin;^' from high class Ply-

mouth Rncks, P. Cochins, U'. Leghorns, S. S. and G. S.

Uamburgs. Eggs, j3 per 13.

A. IvEPOART & BROS..
Bt-rricn t^pwogs, Mich.

A TRIO CHICKS
given avray for the largest order of Eggs up to July
Send for price list. ABRAUA.M PERRY,

W. H. CUNNINGHAM,

Chenango Bridoe, Broome County, N. Y.

BREEDER OF FIRST-CLASS

wiiitk; leohorns.
Egas, S2.00 per dozea.

EAGLE POULTEY YAEDS.
OLIVER D. SCHOCK, Proprietor, Hamburg, Berks

Co., Pa.

Eggs from premium birds of the following varieties,

at S3.00 per setting of 13, 2 for So 50, warranted fresh

and genuine :—Dark and Light Brahmas; Buft and
Partridge Cochins, and White-Faced Bl^ck Spanish.

My fowls took leading premiums this season in this

section. Truly, OLIVER D. SCilOCK.

WOO:-CUTS CF FOWLS, PIGEONS,

AND LIVE STOCK GENERALLY.

naving permanently engaged an artist and engraver,

I am prepared to furnish, on short notice and true to

life, woodcuts of Fowls, Pigeons and other Pets, at

reasonable prices.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

I^^Look for Dr. Dickie's advertisement before send-
ing your orders for eggs.

CHOICi: EGGS FOR HATCHING.
From high class White Cochin, Light Brahma, and

Plymouth Rock fowls, ^vinn^-rs at the exhibition of thn
'' Maine Poultry As.'iociation," of forty-one premiumH,
including silver pitcher, salvt-r. and six cups. My eggs
arc hatching finely this season. Iwanant every egg
to reach its dcstinntion in safety. Address

JOHN A. LORD, Kennebunk, Maine.

FOR SALE.—One pairof Red Trumpeters. Good
birds. Price, $6 00. Address

J.H.FASSIT,
1630 Locust St., Philadelphia, Pa.

HAMBURGS.—Goldon-spangled and Silver-

penciled, having made three imporlations during the
last four years I can now spare a lew trios of good
birds; also, B. B. Red Game Bantam cockerels. Eggs
.$4 per dozen.

F. TAYLOR, Oakdale, Delaware Co., Pa.

FOR SALE.—Two trio Brown Leghorn chich-
•ns, Todd's strain. "Will sell them cheap.

N. G GREEN,
Box 115, West Chester, Pa.

STYLISH

BROWN LEGHORNS.
Eggs, $3.00 per dozen.

Dr. a. M. BICKIE, DoylestoiTU, Pa.

LIGHT BRAHMAS,
EXCITTSIVELT.

Pedigree Birds. My stock that T sell eggs from is

first class. Correspondence cheerfully and promptly
answered without stamp. Write

J. F. SHEARER, Oil City, Pa.

E«GS FOR HATCHING.—From first-

class Dark Brahmas, White Leghorns, and S. S. Ham-
burgs. A few fine fowls for sale.

E. S. ANDREWS, Box 474, Orange, N. J.

FOR S » liE.—To Western parties only, a few
dozen BniT eggs from imported stock, and Iht^ir progeny
purchased of W. C. Munroe, M. D., Penn Yan, N. Y.
Price §2.50 per dozen.

J. W. BROWNING, Indianapolis, Ind.

A PURE BLACK and TAN BITCH.
Warranted as represented, 18 months old: weight,

3 lbs. Price §1U.UU. Wil. MclNTYRK,
Milton, Pa.

FOR SALE.
Fancy Pigeons, also Common Pigeons, in large lots.

Write for what you want.
ALBERT RERNEUTER,

Commission Merchant,
1023-102", Passyunk Ave., fhila.,Pa.

FOR SALE,—First premiunx Avlesbury Duck
eggs at »1 per dozen. GEO. M. wOnSON,

East Gloucester, Mass.

PEK.IIV DUCKS, .SIO.CO per pair; Eggs,
.S3.00 per dozen. White and Black Leghorns, G. S.

liamburgs and Uoudans eggs $1.00 per dozin from im-
ported stock. SOLOMON SHEARER,

Tuckerton, Berks Co., Pa.

EGGS. EGGS. EGGS.
Dark Drahma, Light Brahma, Partridge Cochin,

Colored Dorkin, White Dorkin, Golden Poland, S. S.

Uamburgs, and White Leghorns.

SS.OOper 13—26 for ¥5.00.

Warrawted true to name, and a f>iir percentage to

hatch. No Circulars. Correspondence solicited.

J. B. TUCKER.MAN,
Eaton, Madison Co., N. T.

FOR FIFTEEN BAYS.
To mnkc room, the following birds must be sold:

1 Dark Brahma cockerel, .June hatch, weight 9 lbs
,

black breist, clear in back, a good bird, -S^S; also

his sire, weight over 12 lbs., S5 ; also a few I'. 0.

cockerels from my old cock, Modoc chief, (2S03t, 1st at

Pittsburgh, 1S75, $3 to $5 i
1 trio (-i. S. Polands

(plain.) very fine birds; pullets beautifully spangled;
good Wing bars, S7, or three pullets for W.

D, E. MUOUE, Rochester, Pa.
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FANCIEHS' AGENCY, W. J. STANTON, MANAGER, 12 CORTLAND STREKT, N. Y.

IMPOHTERS AND WALEUS IN HlOIt CT^ASS PTGEOKS AND TOIS OF ALL TAliTKTIES,
PICiEOJJ FEED AND FIXTDRES OP ALL KINDS, SALT CAT, A PREVENTATIVE OF CANKER AND OTHER DISEASES OF PIGEONS.

liong's Atropby liozciiges, A FrcTcntlve of 1Vastiiig-a\vay or "Golns Liglif in Pigeons. Pigeon Books, &c.
PIGEONS BOnGHT AND SOLD ON COMMISSION AT REASONABLE RATES.

A. G. BARIiOAV Sc CO., North Ridgeway,
N. Y., breeders of Aldernpy cattle and Berkshire Pigs;

also t'artriJce Cochin and White Leghorn fowls, and
Rouen Ducks Write, enclosing stamp, for prices.

THK HUMANE JOURNAL,
A monthly paper devoted to the proper treatment of

dumb creatures. $1 per annum. Address

HUMANE JOURNAL,
156 Washington St., Chicago, 111.

PLVmOUTH UOCKS AND BLACK-
BKEASTED RED GABIES.

We are breeding from well selected birds of the
above varieties, aod are prepared to furnish Eggs for

hatching for the Centennial Year. Our Plymouth
Kocks took first and special at the NorthwfSt»Tn Penn-
sylvania Poultry Shnw, held at Meadville, December
22, 23, 24. and 25, 1875, and cannot be excelled any-
where. Games,—We are breeding an imported cock
with choii-e imported and mated hens. Orders booked
now. Plymouth Rock Eggs. $5 per i^itting of thirteen.

Black-breasred Red Game Eggs, $4 per sitting of
thirteen. Address

WASSON & CO., Corry, Pa.

JOURNAL AGENCY.
Established for the convenience of those of our sub-

scribers and friends, who desire to avail themselves of
the advantages of dealing with first handu^ either as

bufier or seller. We will supply anytbingat the market
price, and many things below that price; our profits

being the commission allowed us by the dealer. Satis-

faction guaranteed. Correspondence accompanied with
stamp, cheerfully answered. Address

HOWARD I. IRELAND. Camden, N. J.

HAVANA, N. Y.—Send 10,15, 20,or25cent8,
and I will send you a package with full directions, and
you will never regret tbe trouble. 1 do not make any-
thing out of the matter, only to impart good. Will
have it for sale at 12s. per lb., and ^ lb. will be enough
for a season, if used judiciously.

Ke.<=pectfully, F. P. BUTTS.

WHITE LEGHOMS,
Winners wherever exhibited. Send for circular con-

taining list of premiums won at Chicago, Utica, Detroit,

Ithaca, and Elmira, and price of egps.

NEWTON ADAMS, Utica, N. Y.

PLYMOUTH ROCKS.
Winners of first or second prizes, at Chicago, Utica,

and Elmira. Eggs from same stock X breed from my-
self, $3.00 per 13.

. NEWTON ADAMS, Utica, N. Y.

PRAIRIE LANDS!
Send your address on Postal Card to Land CoMHirs-

8I0NER B. & M. R. R., BuRLLNGTON, loWA, and receive
FREE, copy Of Iowa and Nebraska Farmer, with Chart
of Lands.

IF YOU "WANT EGGS from pure-bred
White Leghorn fowls call on or address the under-
signed. Only SI per dozen. Pedigree given if desired.

D. GILPIN, Concordville, Del. Co., Pa.

WHY NOT EXCHANGE?
There is hardly a person but what has some article

of value, useless to them, that might, if exchanged

with some one similarly situated be made available.

This can be done for 25 cents, through the FANCIERS'

JOURNAL, published by JOS. M. WADE, Hartford,

Conn. Every Poultry and Pigeon Fancier, Sports-

man, and Stock Breeder should send TEN cents for a

specimen copy.

THE HEADQUARTERS FOR

PLYMOUTH ROCKS
in Pennsylvania, are at

PINE RUN POULiTRY YARDS.
Eggs to hatch, $3 per dozen. Orders received no\

(No circulars.) A. M. DICKIE, M. D.,

Doylestown, l*a.

CHEAP AND RELIARLrB.
EGGS from three yards of Steel Grey (Williams' and

Sharpless') Dark Brahmas. Also, a few clutches from
White-crested Black I'olands. TiM per 16.

Rev. U. MYERS, Turbitville,

Northumberland Co., Pa.

GOOS FOR HATCHIIVO.
C. E. L. HAYWARD. Peterboro, N. 11., will sell eggs

at S2 for 13, any variety except Pekin Ducks, which
are S3, and Bronze Turkeys, S5. Can furuish ecgs
from nearly every variety of fowls. Will sell a few
fowls of While Leghorns, Buff and Partridge Cochins,
and Golden Hamburgs. Upwards of twenty varieties

of Pigeons.

FOR SAIiE.-^Two pair pure bred English Bull
Terrier pups, 8 weeks old, pure white ; Partridge Cochins,
bred from imported stock, eggs $2 00 per 15- I have
just received from W. E. Bonney a few of first-class

Brown Leghorns ; eggs, *2.(l0 per 15. My fowls have
unlimited range. Eggs warranted to hatch.

Address G. R. HAY,
West Laurens, Otsego Co., N. Y.

EOMIJVG FIGEOM.
ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

AND METHOD OF TRAINING.

Bt W. B. TEGETMEIER.

Price 75 cents, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

SEAL'S AQUARIA DEPOT.

WILLIAM P. SEAL,

No. 632 Arch Street, Pblladelpliia,

Wholsale and Retail Dealer in

TANK AND BELL GLASS AQUARIA,

FISH GLOBES, AQUATIC PLANTS,

GOLD AND OTHER FANCY FISH.

Etc., Etc., Etc.

.C^^Aquaria constructed and stocked c

principles.

scientific

mOORE'S WORK ON PIGEONS.-One

of the most complete works ever published, and yet

the cheapest. Price, in paper covers, 30 cents ; in

cloth, 50 cents. The recipe for "salt cat" alone is

worth the money. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEKIN IDIICKS, $10 PX:R PAIR.
EGGS, S5 per dozen. Black Breasted Red Game

Eggs, S3 per dozen. J. P. BULLAS,
170 Dyer St , Providence, R. I.

FOR sale: low.
Four cockerels, 11 hens and pullets, D. Brahmas ; 1

cock and 3 pullets, S. S. Hamburgs ; 1 fine large cock,
1 hen, and 1 pullet, P. Cochins ; one cockerel, 8 hens
and pullets, W. Leghorns. Eggs for hatching from
these varieties, 5F3 per 13.

E. S ANDREWS, Box 474, Orange, N. J.

EXCLUSIVELY.

Eggs from my premium stock at three dollars per
sitting.

A few more choice fowls and chicks for sale at fair

prices.

Keferevce.—Reports of exhibitions throughout New
England for the last four years.

E. C. ALDRICU, Hyde Park, Mass.

RODEN DUCKS Excm^ivELY. Stock unex-
celled. Eggs $3.00 per dozen, packed safely in egg-
safety package. Address

0. B. CONWAY & BRO.,
Sparta, Marrow Co., O.

A . VIGNOS, Canton, Ohio, has eggs from choice
fowls for .*ale. Speciality, Brahmas, Leghorns, " Bon-
ney 's stock," G. li. Sebrights. S. P. Hamburirs,etc., etc.

Also on hand, crushed hone, oyster shells, imperial
egg food, cooked beef r-'eal, articles indispensable for

fowls. A few S. P. Hamburgs, G. L. Sebrights, &c;,
for sale.

C. WEIRCKSHAOEN,
49 North Nintli Street, Pliiladelpbia,

to ^u. A. Henry,)

MANUFACTURER OF EXHIBITION CAGES, FOR
FOWLS, PIGEONS AND PETS.

Dealer in Song and Ornamental Birds in great

variety ; also. Aquariums and Rockwork, Gold and

Silver Fish, etc., etc.

'^BRAHMA FOWIi."—Thisexcellent work

ought to be in the hands of every Fancier of Asiatic

Fowl. Colored plates. Sent postage paid, on receipt

of $2.50. FANCIERS' JOURNAL,

Hartford, Conn.

FANCIERS' PRLNTING.

We beg to state to our Patrons that we shall soon

be comfortably settled in our new quarters, and pre-

pared, as usual, to do all kinds of

FANCIERS' JOB PRINTING.

Send in your orders to

FANCIERS' JOURNAL,

Hartford, Conn.
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(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE WIND FLOWER.
Come wiih mc to tlic wnmls when the March wind blows,

Anil I'll show yon a Hower in hioorn
;

Its delieate petals ont-iival th • rose,

Though it hath not the faintest perfume.

In the depth of the wood, at the foot of a tree,

I found it in beauty, alone,

A waif in the forest, a stranger to me,

But I loved it and ealled it tny own.

And every spring to the woods I repair,

When the blue bird is sitiginsr with ylee,

Though years have flown ])ast since I lirst found it there,

It still seems as lovely to me.

You may ask why I fancy the frail little thing?

And perhips at my favorite sneer
;

But I love it bi'cause ii heralds the spring,

Ere a swallow haih dared to ajjpoar.

Peter PBPPuncORN.

PodLJF^Y DEpA^F^TIWEfJj.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

WHICH BREED FOR PROFIT ?

What breeder of thoroughbred fowls in the country, does not

have the question asked a dozen, and perhaps a hundred times

in the course of a year—-"which breed shall I keep for profit ?" In

many instances this is a difficult question to give a proper and

sensible reply to—but under consideration of certain circumstances

and facts, which we shall name, we will give one solution of the

question asked. Taking it for granted, that before making your

choice, you have posted yourself on the different varieties, their

excellences, as well as their drawbacks, you will arrive at the

conclusion, that for profit, you wish egij-procbiotrs more than you

do fowls suited for market purposes, and that it is universally ad-

mitted, that the small breeds far excel tlie larger varieties in this

essential point. Of the small breeds,—after years of experience

—

I place the Leffhorns at the head of the list, and the White, No. 1.

I have bred them in all w.ays, and under all circumstances; in

close confinement ; in moderate sized yards, and at liberty, on the

farm, and with proper care I find them to do equally well. By ac-

tual experiment, I find them fully fifty per cent, more profitable,

that is, on twenty per cent, less feed, they produced in mdae, thirty

percent, more eggs ; and this trial was at a time when I had not

less than twenty varieties in my yards (that covered many acres),

and was made from an entirely unbiased standpoitit, and taking

several j'ears in succession, tlie result was the same. From one

yard, of sixteen White Leghorns, pullets and hens in their first

year, from March 1, to September 1, I received 1,C96 eggs, an

average of 106 eggs to each hen, for six months.

The eggs were sold at prices ranging from 25 cents to 75 cents

per dozen, and realized over $15, at an expense of less than $10

for feed. They were confined in a barn cellar 15x20 feet, and

their only "run " was a small area of 20x.3 feet between the barn

and the yard fence. The feed consisted of scraps and refuse from

the table, plenty of green food from the garden, and fresh water,

with whole wheat as a substantial. No chicks were raised, and

besides eggs sold as above, there were used the quantity usually

needed in a small family of which no account was taken. Actual

experiments under other circumstances show the same favorable

results—trials having been made with both larger and smaller

flocks. Were I not tresspassing on your space I might give a

dozen experiments of a similar kind, with items of debit and
credit in full.

Another material point to the Fancier in favor of White Leg-

horns is, that if proper care is exercised in mating for breeding,

no one variety will produce so large a percentage of saleable birds,

and at such highly renumorative prices. F. F. J.

(For Fancier's Journal.)

THE LICE QUESTION.
To permanently get rid of these pests is out of the question

wliilc you keep fowl ; but to render them comparatively harmless

only requires a few hours labor two or three times a year. Will

W. J. Brewster execute the following directions, in the lousiest

report he knows of, and report progress; ])nt a quantity of .any

kind of fat scraps into an iron kettle, heat to melting, best in the

hen-house on a portal>le furnace and kept hot; make a tight

pliable swab at the end of a po'e, and with this apply the grease

to evcrj' inch of the interior of the henery, especially along the

perches, top and bottom, and "snzzle"it iu'o every crack and

cranncy. At the end of another pole rig a ves-el in wliich put

any inflammable rubbish and sulphur, set fire to it and let the

flame come in contact with every portion of the interior; no dan-

ger from fire with a little care. Have no stationary nests, you

can then carry them oat into the yard and fire their contents. Do
thus, and with a place to take a dust bath, my word for it you

will experience but little trouble from the arch enemy of your

fowl. Sifted coal-ashes is very permeating, and not at all offen-

sive to the fowl. Pateick Welcu.
Linden, N. J.

No. 2.

THE SUBJECT OP ARTIFICIAL EGG-HATCHING
was referred to in our last number, and the Egyptain method of

producing millions of chickens annually there, without the use of

the hen-mothers, was briefly mentioned. In the further perusal

of Mons. de Keaumur's entertaining work, fi-om -n-hich we gather

our data on this curious subject, we find that we have entered

upon a more prolific theme than we at first deemed it to be—
though none the less instructive and edifying. We shall be

obliged to devote one more article (after this) to the matter we

have undertaken to discuss, to give even an inkling of the method,

and its apparent advaniages.

It is very doubtful if we in America can successfully follow

the Egyptian, or Berraean lead, in this business of raising poultry

in such enormous quantities, according to their concealed method.

The "ovens" we alluded to last week are called manials, in

Egypt. Each mamal has its Bermcan, and one only is entrusted

with its management. He is educated from childhood to the

work, but the French authors for whom we quote, advances the

proposition (very cautiously) that "the huge quantity of chick-

ens, which will be looked upon as really prodigious, mi(iht be an-

nually produced in France, or other jiopulous countries," through

means approximatory in character to those employed by the

Egyptians.

Then Mons. Reaumur goes on to tell how common bakers'

and pastry-cooks' ovens may be utilized, to produce similar re-

sults. Inde. d he details numerous experiments he tried, and
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sucrccdcd willi excellently well, with such ovens—or rather ihe

waste heat of them—in the space over the hot breud and pio ovens

of Paris. At the convent of the Society of L'cnfii,nt .Tcsus,

with the nuns at the Convent St. Sulpicc, and also under the

superintendence of the Abbe Mcnon—in France, the experiments

with their baking ovens were practiced upon de Keaumur's sug-

grsiiou with a few hundreds of eggs at a hatching, with remark-

aide success and satisfaction.

I'rior to the issuing of this book by de Reaumur—away back

a hundred and forty years ago—the Duke of Tuscany (so The-

venot asserts) in order to indulge a laudable curiosity, "for which

the ancient house of MedUis was eminent, had .sent to him from

Kgypt one of these educated Bermcans, skilled In the art of

liatidiing chickens," who hatched some at Florence with as good

success as they were got out in Egypt. This experiment was

subsequently similarly tried with like success in Poland. A
French prince attempted it at Chantilly, subsequently, without the

Bormcan—but failed, comparatively. And it was concluded that

to do this work as (hnj did it—producing such vast quantities of

chickens at a time—the Egyptian operator must be imported, who

knew how to build the " oven " firat, and how to manage it and

the eggs deposited therein, rightfully—afterwards.

We have only approached to this "art "in hatching chickens

through similar modes, by using the incubator, which is heated

artilicially, and from which only a few score, or hundreds at most,

can be hatched at a time. And even this system is but indiffer-

ently understood in this country as yet, though wc are gaining

upon it, constantly. " Where do the eggs come from, in Egypt,

to sujiply these enormous hatching-ovens at the right time, of

Euch freshness as to be rendered at once available ? " is a question

we proposed last week to answer in this issue.

Through this method of successfully halching such large quan-

tities of chickens every year by the Bermeans, under a system

that has been in vogue there for centuries, it is at once apparent

that "hens have been rendered infinitely more common in Egypt

than in any other country known. This is of course owing to

the faciUty with which Egyptians are able to multijily them,"

says Reaumur. And Father Sicard adds that a thousand eggs

are sold there for not above thirty to forty medins—which is

equal to but .36 to 40 cents in silver. There is therefore no diflB-

cidty in procuring atiij quantity of eggs, when they are wanted

—

since every peasant or poultry owner knows when they are needed

for tlie hatching-ovens, and provides his share from day to day

through the season on the spot, at Berme, where they are used

and promptly paid for, on delivery.

Next week wc will conclude this subject with an article ex-

plaining how the Egyptians rear their chickens, from the shell

—

when they find them coming forih to the light at the rate of a

quarter of a million to each of the 386 ovens, in a season.

THE POULTRY SHOW AT UTICA.

LIST OF AWARDS:

Class 1.

—

Brahmas—Lipht, second premium cock, G. T. Hol-

lingworth, Utica; third, Chas A. Sweet, Bufl'alo ; first premium
hen, Seward Merry, llion ; second, Chas. A. Sweet, Buffalo ; third,

Seward Merry; first premiun cockerel, Seward Merry; second

and third, do.; first, second and third premium pullet, Seward
Merry. Dark—cock, first, Seward Merry ; second, Chas. A.
Sweet; third, W. A. Fuller; hen, first and second, Chas. A.
Sweet ; third, E. A. Down, Utica ; cockerel, first and third, Chas.

A. Sweet; second, J. M. Seymour, Clark's Mills; pullet, first and
third, Seward Merry ; second, Chas. A. Sweet.

Cochins—White—first premium cock, Geo. Chapman & Co.,

Rochester; second, W. A. Fuller, Glen, N. 'X.; third, W. S. Bills,

Auburn ; hen, first, W. S. Bills, Auburn; second George Chap-

man & Co.; third, W. A. Fuller, Glen; first premium cockerel and

])ullet, W. S. Bills, Auburn
;
pullet, second, George Chapman &

Co. Buff—cock, first, second and third, Seward Merry ; hen,.first.

second and third, Sew.ard Merry
;
pullet, fir.«t, S. S. Morley, Clyde

;

second and third, Seward Merry. Partridge—cock, first, C. H.
Crosby, Danbury, Ct.; second, James H. Nelson, llion ; third, G.
G. Wickson, Jr., Lyons ; hen, first, C. H. Crosby

; second, George
Chapman & Co ; third, James II. Nelson ; cockerel, first, G. G.
Wickson, Jr. Black—cock, first, L. B. Root, Utica; hen, first

and second, cockerel, first and second, pullet, first and second ; L.

B. Hoot, Utica.

Calss 2.

—

Hoiidans, cock, first, Warner & Root ; second, Ed-
ward Warr, Utica; third, Michael Ryan, Utica; hen, first and
second, AVarren & Root ; third, Michael Ryan ; cockerel, first,

Michael Ryan ; second, Daniel Pinckney. Sonih Onondaga ; third,

Edwiird Warr; pullet, first, Warren & Root; second, Daniel

Pinckney ; third, Edward Warr. Crevccoeurs, cock, first, Kent
.Jarvis, Coopcrstown ; second, E. Warr; hen, first, E. Warr;
second, Kent Jarvis

;
pullet, first and third, J. Y. Bicknell, West-

moreland. LaFlcche, cock, first, and third, C. N. Brown, Una-
dilla Forks; second, J. N. Seymour; ben, first, J. N. Seymour

;

second, C. N. Brown ; third, J. Y. Bicknell ; cockerel, first, J. Y.
Bicknell; second, C. N. Brown; pullet, first, J. Y. Bicknell;

second, C. N. Brown.
Class 3.

—

Lei/hom—White—cock, first, Newton Aifams, Utica
;

second, O. Howland, Auburn ; third, John D. Ernst, Franklin

Iron Works; hen, first, L. D. Elv, Jr., Rochester; second, George
K. Ilawley, Glens Falls, N, Y ; third, O. Howland ; cockerel, first

and second, Newton Adams; third, John D. Ernst; pullet, fir.st,

L. D. Ely, Jr; second, C. W. Weaver, Deerfield; third, J. A.
Hall, Utica. Brown—hen, first, F. H. Loucks, Salisbury Center

;

second, A. Leach, Utica; cod.erel, first, John D. Ernst; second,

C. W. Weaver; third, F. II. Loucks; pullet, first, J. C. Walter,

Leonardsville ; second, John D. Ernst ; third, C. W. Weaver.
Black—cockerel, first, and pullet, first, A. Leach, Utica. Spanish

—Black—cock, first, George E. Barber, Auburn; second. Cole &
Son, Richfield Spriniis ; Thomas Staff'ord, Sr., Utica ; hen, first,

George K. Hawley, Glens Falls ; second, S. P. Ilalleek, Oriska-

ny; tliird, Thomas Staft'ord, Sr.; cock"rcl, first, George E. Bar-
ber ; second. Cole & Son ;

third, Thomas Stafford ;
pullet, first,

O. Howland, Auburn ; second, George E.Barber; third, J. Y.
Bicknell, AVesimoreland.

Class 4.

—

Dorkings— White—cock, first, C.N. Brown; hen,

first, C. N. Brown ; second, J. Y. Bicknell ; cockerel, first, G. H.
Warner; second, C.'N. Brown; pullet, first and second, G. H.
Warner; third, C. N. Brown. Silver Grey—cock, first, G. H.
Warner ; hen, fii'st, C. H. Warren ; cockerel, first and second G.

H. Warner; pullet, first, second and ihii-d, G. 11. Warner. Col-

ored—cock, first, R. P. Wolcott, Holland Patent ; hen, first and
second, R. P. Wolcott; cockerel, first, G. H. Warner; second,

R. P Wolcott . pullet, first and second, G. II. Warner; third, R.

P. Wolcott.
Dominiqiies—hen, first, J. Y. Bicknell ; second, 0. Howdand ;

cockerel, first, J. Y. Bicknell ; second, O. Howland; pullet, fii'St,

J. Y. Bicknell; second, O Howland.
P/i/iiiouth Rock—cock, first, S. S. Morely ; second, A. Leach

;

hen, first, A. Leach; second, Newton Adams; third, L. D. Ely,

Jr.; cockerel, first, Newton Adams ; second, A. Leach ; third, J.

C. Walter, Lconai-dsville ;
pullet, first, A. Leach; second, New-

ton Adams; third, C. W. Weaver.
Class 5.

—

Hamburglis—Golden-spangled cock, first, E. S. Ong-
ley, Auburn ; second, L. D. Ely, Jr ; tltii-d, Newton Adams ; hen,

first, E. S. Ongley ; second, J. N. Jacobs, Holland Patent ; third,

L. D. Ely, Jr ; cockerel, first, E. Ongley ; second, Newton Adams
;

third, L. D. Ely, Jr.; pullet, first, E. T. Ongley ; third, L. D. Ely,

Jr. Silver-sp nglcd—cock, first and second, Warren A. Worden,
Auburn ; third, Newton Adams ; cockerel, first and second, War-
ren A. Worden ; third, Newton Adams; pullet, first and second,

Warren A. Worden ; third, Newton Adams. Golden penciled,

cock, third, C. H. Warren ; cockerel, second, L. D. Ely, Jr. Sil-

ver penciled, cock first, hen first, cockerel first and second, pullet

first and second, Warren A. W.orden
;
pullet third, J. Y. Bicknell.

Black Hamburghs—cock, first and second, hen first and second,

cockerel first and third, George W.Wood, Ithaca; cockerel, third,

T. R. Proctor ; pullet, first, Newton Adams ; second, George W.
Wood.
Class 6.

—

Polish—White crested black, cock, first, hen, first,

J. Y. Bicknell; cockerel, first and second, and pullet second,

Newton Adams. White—cock, first, F. H. Loucks; second, O.

Howland ; cockerel, second, 0. Howland ; third, G. N. Chidsey,

Elmira ; pullet, first, O. Howland ; second, G. W. Chidsey. Gold-

en—cock, second, C. D. Cartwright, Frankfort ; third, C. H. War-
ren ; hen, first and third, C. D. Cartwright; second, C. H.
Warren, cockerel, first, second and third, pullet, first and
second, C. D. Cartwright ;

pullet, third, C. H. Warren.
Silver—cock, first and second, E.A. Putnam, Syracuse; third,
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William Morris, New York Mills ; lien, first and second, E. Aiio;.

Putnam ; third, William Morris ; cockerel, first, C. H. Francisco,
Stillwater; second and third, E. Aug. Putnam; pullet, first, C.
H. Warren; second, E. Aug. Putnam; third, C. H. Francisco,
Golden bearded—cock, first, Alfred Fosgate, Auburn ; second, C.
D. Cartwright ; hen, first, Alfred Fosgate ; second, C. D. Cart-
wright ; cockerel, first and second, pnllet, first and third, C. D.
Cartwright. Silver bearded—cock, first, George H. Gillus, Au-
burn; second, C. D. Cartwright; hen, first, George H. Gilfus

;

second and third, C. D Cartwright; cockerel, first and third, pul-
let, first and second, George H. Uilfus; cockerel second, and pul-
let third, C. D. Cartwright.
Class 7.— Grime—Blaek-bre.asted Red—cock, first, J. A. Davis,

Auburn ; second, J. Y. Bicknell ; third, A. B Smiih, Whitcsboro
;

hen, fir-t, J. A. IJavis, Auburn ; second, J. Y. Bicknell ; third, J.

A. Davis; cockerel, first, C. H. Warren; second and third, A. B.
Smith

;
pullet, first,C. H. Warren ; second and third, A. B. Smith

;

]5rown-brcasted red—cock, first, E. P. Howlett, Syracuse ; hen,
first, E. P. Howlett, ; second, C. H. Warren ; cockerel, first and
second, E. P. Howlett; third, C. II. Warren; pullet, first and
third, E. P. Howlett, second, C. H. Warren. Golden Duckwing

—

cock, first, C. H. Warren ; second, James F. Fulton, Johnstown
;

third, J. M. Seymour; hen, first, J. M. Seymour; second, John
fulton, Gloversvillc ; third, C. H. Warren ; cockerel, first, James
Y. Fulton, second, J. Y. Bicknell ; third, John Fulton. Silver

Duckwing—cock first, John Fulton; second, C. H. Warren; hen
first, C. H. Warren; second, E. C. Dietrich, Buffalo; cockerel,

first, Kent Jarvis; secon<land third, John Fulton; pullet, first,

Kent Jarvis ; second, A. B. Smith ; third, J. Y. Bicknell. Pile

—

cock, first, John 1). Leiand, West Schuyler; second, J. Y. Bick-
nell; third, C. J. Bulkley, Utica; hen, first, RoberD Burch, West
Schuyler ; second, J. Y. Bicknell ; third, E. C. Deitrich ; cockerel,

first,John D. Leiand ; second, J. Y. Bicknell; pullet, first, Robert
Burch ; second. J. Y. Bicknell ; third, John D. Leiand. Blue

—

cockerel, first, J. Y. Bicknell ; second, C. U. Warren
;
pullet, first,

J. Y. Bicknell. Irish grays—cock, first, hen, first. E. C. Deit-
rich ; second, John Fulton ; cockerel, first, E. C. Deitrich. Black
—cock, first and hen sccond,J.Y. Bicknell. White—cock, first,John

Fulton ; second, George Chapman & Co.; third, J. Y. Bicknell

;

hen, third, J. Y. Bicknell ; cockerel, second, John Fulton
;

pullet,

first, John Fulton
; second, George Chapman & Co. Spangled

—

cock, first, John Fulton ,- second, and hen first, C. H. Warren.
Class 8. Game Bantams—Black-breasted Red—cock, 1st, E.

B. Smith; 2d, C. J. Everett, Utica; 3d, G. H. Warner; hen, 1st,

Robert Burch ; 2d, E. B. Smith; 3d, Rev. W. N. Irish, Holland
Patent ; cockerel, 1st, E. B. Smith ; 2d, H. S. Quinn, Uiica ; 3d,

Rev. W. N. Irish
;
pullet, 1st and 3d, E. B. Smith ; 2d, H. S.

Quinn. Brown-breasted Red—cock, 1st, hen, 1st, Rogers & Hey-
wood, Worcester, Mass. ; 2d, Chai-|es J. Hodge, Buffalo ; cock-
erel, 1st, Kent Jarvis; pullet, 1st, Charles J. Hodge. Silver

Duckwing—cock, 1st and 2d, E. B. Smith ; hen, 1st and 2d, E.
B. Smith ; 3d, S. P. Hallock; cockerel, 1st, G. H. Warner; 2d,

E. B. Smith; 3d, S. P. Hallock; pullet, 1st, E. B. Smith; 3d,

G. H. Warner. Golden Duckwing—cock, 1st, E. B. Smith; 3d,

George Chapman & Co. ; hen, 1st and 3d, E. B. Smith ; 2d, J.

Y. Bicknell; pullet, 1st and 3d, E. B. Smith; 2d, J. Y. Bick-
nell. Pile—cock, 1st, C. H. Crosby ; 2d, J. Y. Bicknell ; 8d,

Rogers & Heywood ; hen, 1st. C. H. Crosby; 2d, L. B. Root;
Sd, J. Y. Bicknell ; cockerel, 1st and 2d, E. B. Smith ; 3d, L. B.
Root; pullet, 1st and 3d, E. B. Smith; 3d, J. Y. Bicknell.

White—cock, 1st, Doll & Volger, Buffalo; hen, 1st, Rogers &
Heywood; hen, 2d, cockerel, 1st, pullet, 1st and 2d, E. A. Tall-

man, Utica. Black—hen, 1st, Chas. J. Hodge; 2d, E. A. Tall-

man; pallet, 1st, E. A. Tallman ; 2d, Chas. J. Hodge.
Class 9. Bantams—Golden Sebright—cock, 1st and 2d, G.

H. Warner; 3d, G. W. Chidsey ; hen, 1st and 2d, G. H. War-
ner; 3d, G. W. Chidsey; cockerel, 1st, G. H. Warner; 2d, J.

M. Seymour; pullet, 1st and 2d, G. H. Warner; 3d, J. M. Sey-

mour. Silver Sebright—cock, 1st, hen, 1st, cockerel, 1st, Alfred

Fosgate. Black African—cock, 1st, hen, Ist, Geo. W. Wood
;

cockerel, 1st, G. H. Warner; 2d, J. Y. Bicknell; pullet, 1st, G.
H. Warner; 2d, J. Y. Bicknell. White Rose Combed— 1st on
cock, hen, cockerel, and pullet, E. A. Tallman.
Class 10.

—

Miscellaneous—Sultans—1st on cock, hen, cockerel,

1st, and 2d, pullet, 1st and 2d, Edward Warr. Silkies—pair

fowls, Ist, D. A. Carter; pair frizzled fowls, 2d, O. Howland
;

pair black Russians, 2d, A. Leach.

Class U. Turkei/s Old—Bronze—cock, 1st, Chester Wolcott,
Trenton ; 2d, J. Y. Bicknell, 3d, J. W. Jenkins, Verona ; cock,

young, 1st, Chester Wolcott ; hen, young, third, J. Y. Bicknell.

White—pair Ist, O. Howland; 2d, T. R. Proctor, Utica. Black
1st, R. H. Wolcott, Holland Patent; 2d, O. Howland; pair

black young, 1st, R. A. Jones, Whitesboro ; 2d, R. P. Wolcott.

Class 12. Durl-s—Rouen, pair old, 1st, Chester Wolcott ; 2d,
J. Y. Bicknell; 3d, G. H. Warner; young, 1st, G. H. Warner;
2d, J. Y. Bicknell; 3d, C. H. Warren, Verona; Pckin, pair old,

1st, G. T. Hollingworth; 2d, J. W. Jenkins; 3d, Chester Wol-
cott; Pekin, pair, young, 1st, G. T. Hollingworth ; 2d, Chester
Wolcott; 3d, J. W. Jenkins; Aylesbury, pair old, 1st, J. Y.
Bicknell; 1st and 2d, do., young, J. Y. Bicknell ; Cayuga, pair
old, 1st, Chester Wolcott; 1st do., young, 0. Howland. Mus-
covy, pair old, 1st, R. A. Jones, Whitesboro; 2d, S. F. Sherman,
New Hartford; 3d, J. Y. Bicknell, Westmoreland; pair young,
Ist, R. A. Jones.
Class 13. Geese—Bremen, pair, 1st, George Chapman; 2d,

O. Howland; pair wild, Ist, Chester Wolcott; 2d, 0, Howland;
African, 1st, Nathaniel Barnes, New Hartford; China, 1st, O.
Howland.
Class 14. Ornamental, Pea Fowls, 1st, C. N. Brown; 2d, T.

R. Proctor; White Guinea, J. Y. Bicknell; pearl do., 1st, O.
Howland ; 2d, T. R. Proctor.

Class 16. Cni;e Birds— Ist premium mocking bird, goldfinch,
bullfinch, song thrush, German canary, cardinal, green parrot,
George Weber, Utica; 2d premium German canary, same; Ist

premium Belgian canary, Jacob Meyers, Utica.
Class 17. Pigeons—Pair pied Pouters, 2d, S. Y. Lane, Utica

;

3d, J. Y. Bicknell
;

pair fantails, 1st, J. Y. Bicknell; 2d, S. Y.
Lane; pair Tumblers, 1st, J. Y. Bicknell; 2d, S. Y. Lane; 3d,
D. M. Cook, Utica; pair Jacobins, 1st, J. Y. Bicknell; pair
Nuns, 2d, S. Y. Lane; pair Barbs, 2d, S. Y. Lane; 3d, J. Y.
Bicknell; pair Starlings, Ist, S. Y. Lane; pair Trumpeters, 1st,

J. Y. Bicknell ; 2d, Dr. M. Cook
;

piiir Owls, 1st, J. Y. Bicknell

;

pair Antwerps, 1st, S. L. Willard, Utica; 2d, J. Y. Bicknell;
pair Blue Rocks, 1st, J. Y. Bicknell; pair Archangels, 1st, Dr. M.
Cook.
Class 18. Rablnls—pair lop-eared, 1st, G. H. Warner; An-

gora, l.st, D. A. Carter, Utica; Himalayan, 1st and 2d, J. Y.
Bicknell ; Dutch, 1st and 2d, J. Y. Bicknell.

Class 20. Red iiquirrel—l st, B. Willard, Utica.
Guinea Pigs—best pair, 1st, and 2d, R. Roemer, Utica.

Class 21. Mis' ellaneous—1st premium incubator, C. C. Wes-
ton, Washington, D. C. ; Ist premium for best coop for rearing

and protection of chicks. Potter Brothers, Onondaga.
Special, Dr. M. Cook, large entomological collection, also coop

for pigeons. Newton Adams, Sec'y.

THE POULTRY SHOW AT ELMIRA.
Official Report.

Asiatics—Light Brahmas, Fowls, Ist, and Spec., Jolin H. Hall,

Catharine, N. Y.; 2d, W. W. Albro, Elmira, N. Y.; 3d, F. F.

Preston, Candor, N. Y. Chicks— 1st, 2d and specials, F. F.Pres-
ton; 3d, G. W. Chidsey, Elmira, N. Y. Dark,Brahmas—Fowls,
Ist and special, John H. Hall; 2d, Laing & Taynton, Elmira;
Chicks, 1st, John H. Hall ; 2d, W. H. S. Scott, Elmira ; 3d, W.
W. Albro, Elmira. Partridge Cochin—Fowls, 1st, Geo. W.
Chidsey, Elmira; 2d, H. B. Batterson, Elmira; 3d, W. L Moo-
dy, Elmira. Chicks, 1st, Laing & Taynton, 2d and special, D.
G. Eacker, Havana, N. Y.; 3d, LeRoy Emhoff, Elmira. Pea-comb
P. Cochins, Chicks, 2d, Laing & Taynton ; Buff Cochin—Fowls,

1st and special, F. F Preston ; 2d, D. G. Eacker ; 3d, Geo. Chap-
man & Co., Rochester, N. Y.; Chicks, 1st and 2d, F. F. Preston ;

3d, Laing & Taynton. White Cochin—Fowls, 1st and special,

Geo. Chapman & Co. Chicks, Ist, LeRoy Emhoff; 2d, D. G.

Eacker ; 3d, Geo. Chapman & Co.
Houdan—French—Fowls, 1st and special, Ed. Ware, Utica, N.

Y ; 2d, Jesse Lyon, Catharine, N.Y.; .3d, Wm. F. Miller, Geneva,
N. Y. Chickslst, Jesse Lyon ; 2d and 3d, Wm. F. Miller.

Crevecaeurs—Fowls, Ist and special, Kent Jarvis, Cooperstown,
N. Y. Chicks, Ist, Wm. F. Miller.

LaFleche—Fowls, 1st and special, Wra. F. Miller ; 2d and 3d,

Wm. F. Miller.

Leghorn—White—Fowls, 1st and special, Newton Adams, Uti-

ca, N. Y.;2d, Geo.W. Chidsey; 3d, S. H. Laney, Elmira. Chicks,

Ist and 3d, Newton Adams ; 2d, Geo. W. Chidsey. Dominique

—

Chicks, 2d, H. L. Pelton, Penn Yan, N. Y. Brown—Fowls, 2d,

Kent Jarvis. Chicks, 1st, 2d, 3d and special, W. T. Bowlby,
North Hector, N. Y. Black—Chicks, 1 st and special, W. P. Bowl-
by ; 2d, M. H. Thurston, Elmira.

Spanish—Black—Fowls, Ist and special, H. L. Pelton, ; 2d,

Kent Jarvis. Chicks, Ist special, and 3d, H. B. Batterson ; 2d,

M. King, Elmira.
Dorking—Colored—Fowls, 2d, H. L. Pelton. Silver Gray

—

Chicks, ist, H. L. Pelton. White—1st and special, P. C. Shep-
ard; Ithaca, N. Y.; 2d, H. L. Pelton.
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Ph/moulh Flock—Fowls, Ist and specials, A. P. Coddington.

Trumansburg, N. Y. Special Cock or Cockerel scoring most

points, A. P. Coddington, on P. li. Cock; \Vm. F. Miller; 3d,

Newlon Adams. Cliicks, 1st, Newton Adums; 2d, A. P. Cod-

dington ; 3d, G. W. Chidsoy.

JIamhiiri/—Golden Spangled—Fowls, 1st, L. D. Ely, Jr., Roch-

ester, N. Y.; '<!d, Newton Adams ; 3d, Geo. W. Wood, Ithaca, N.

Y. Chicks, 1st and 2d, Newtou Adams; 3d, Geo. W. Wood.
Golden Penciled—Chicks, 1st, Ncwtou Adams; 2d, A. McLaren,
Meadvillo, Pa. Silver Spangled—Fowls, 1st and special, Newton
Adams ; 2d, Orlando Secly, Ithaca, N. Y ; 3d, F, C. Shepard, Ith-

aca, N. Y. Chicks, 1st, 2d and special, Newton Adams; 3d, F. C.

Shepard. Black—Fowls, Ist and special, Geo. W.Wood, Ithaca,

N. Y.
Polish—Black White-crested—Fowls, Island special, Newton

Adams; 2d, Chas. G.Day, Ithaca, N. Y. Chicks, Ist Newton
Adams; 2d, Chas. G. Day. Silver—Island special, H. L. Pelton;

2d, Chas. D. Brooks, Addison, N. Y ; 3d, Wm. Ward, Klmi-

ra, N. Y. Chicks, Ist, H. L. Pelton ; 2d, Wm. Ward. Golden—
1st and special, A. McLaren ; 2d, L. D. Ely, Jr.; 3d, Jesse Lyon.
Chicks, 1st, Chas. G. Day ; 2d and special, Jesse Lyon. Bcarded-

Gidden— 1st, LeRoy EmhotF. Chicks, 1st and 2d, Leroy Emhoff.

White White crested—Fowls, 1st and special, Geo. W. Chidsey.

Chicks, Island 2d, G. W. Chid>cy.

Game—Black-breasted Bed—Fowls, 1st, special and 3d, Curtis

& Whiton, Elmira; 2d, A. McLaren. Chicks, 1st and 2d, Cur-

tis & Whiton ; 3d, C. S. White, Elmira. Brown-Red—Fowls,
1st and special, E. P. Howlett, Syracuse, N. Y.; 2d, Curiis &
Whiton ; 3d, E. P. Howlett. Chicks, 1st, E. P. Howlett ; 2d and

3d, S. H. Laney, Elmira. Silvcr-Duckwing—Fowls, 1st and
special, Curtis & Whiton; 2d, A. McLaren. Chicks, 1st, Kent
Jarvis ; 2d, Curtis & Whiton. Yellow Duckwing—Fowls, Ut and
special, Curtis & Whiton. Chicks, Ist, Cnrtis & Whiton ; 2d, C.

S. White; 3d, A. McLaren. Red Pile—Fowls, Island special,

Wm. F. Miller, Geneva, N. Y.; 2d, A. McLaren ; 3d, Curtis &
Whiton. Chicks, 1st, Curtis & Whiton; 2d and special, C. S.

White. White Pile—Chicks, Is' and 3d, C. Havens, Elmira;

2d, Dwight Palmer, Elmira. Blue-Red—Fowls, 1st, S. H. Laney.
Chicks, 2d, Baker & Reynolds, Elmira. Irish-Gray—Fowls, 1st,

A. McLaren. White—Fowls, Island special, 'C. S. White.

Chicks, Ist, A. McLaren; 2d, Geo. Chapman & Co. Black

—

Chicks, Ist, A. McLaren ; 2d, C. S While; Ginger-Red—Fowls,

Island special, Curtis & Whiton; 2d, S. H. Laney; 3d, L. B.

Clark, Elmira. Chicks, Ist, S. H. Laney ; 2d, Curtis& Whiton.
Spangled—Fowls, Ist, A. McLaren.

Bantam—Black-B. Red—P'owls, 1st and special, E. B. Smith,

Buffalo; 2d, A. McLaren ,3d, Kent Jarvis. Chicks, 1st, A. McLa-
ren ; 2d, Geo. W. Chidsey. Brown Ked—Fowls, Ist and special,

C. S.White. Chicks, Ist, Kent Jarvis. Silver-Duckwing—Fowls,

list and special, E. B. Smith ; 2d, C. S. White ; 3d, Geo. W. Chid-

sey. Chicks, 1st, and special, A. McLaren ; 2d,G. W. Chidsey
;

3d, C. S. White. Golden Duckwing— 1st and special, Geo. Chap-
man & Co. Chicks, Island special, E. B. Smith; 2d, C. S.

White ; 3d, Geo. W. Chidsey. Red Pile—Fowls, Ist, A. McLa-
ren ; 3d, G. W. Chidsey. Chicks, Island special, E. B, Smith ;

2d, G. W. Chidsev ; 3d, W. H. Peters, Elmira. White Pile-
Fowls, Ist, E. B. Smith. White Game— Ist, S H. Laney. Gold-

en Sebright—Fowls, Ist and special, Geo. W. Chidsey. Chicks,

W.H.Peters. Silver Sebrights—Chicks, 1st, special and 3d, F.

C. Shepard. African

—

Island special, Geo. Wood.
Frizzle—Chicks, 1st, H. B. Batlerson.

I'nrkei/s—Bronze— 1st and special, Geo. W. Chidsey. Slate

—

1st and '2d, D. P. Billings, Elmira.

Ducks—Rouen— 1st and special, S. H. Laney ; 2d and 3d, H
L. Pelton. Aylesbury—2d, Geo. Chapman & Co. Cayuga
Black—2d, Geo. Ch-ipman & Co. Pekin— Isl and special, R.
Merrill, Elmira ; 2d, H. B. Batlerson. Colored Muscovy—Ist and
special, S H. Laney; 2d, John H. Hall.

Geese—Bremen— 1st and special, Geo. Chapman & Co.
Pea Fowls— Isl, John Friend, Elmira.

Guineas—Whiie—Ist and special, H. L. Pelton. Pearl—Ist

and special, John H. Hall.

Sik-er Pheasants—Ist, W. W. Albro, Elmira.

Pigeons—B\ack Bald-head—F. F. Pre-ton. White Fans—1st

and special, F. F. Preston ; 2d, J. Desmond, Elmira. Black Fans
1st, C. S. White. Red Jacobins—1st, E. R. Bloomer, Elmira;
2d, A. P. Hall, Elmira. Yellow Jacobins— Ist, J. Desmond.
Eed-wing Tumblers—1st, F. F. Preston; 2d, Geo. W. Chidsey.
Yellow wing Tumblers— Ist and special, Geo. W. Chidsey. Black

and Red Carriers—Ist, J. Desmond. Black Barbs—Ist and
special, C. S. White. Nuns—Ist and 2d, J. Desmond. Red Tum-
blers— 1st and 2d, J. Desmond. Archangels— 1st, J. Desmond.
Black Priests— Isl. Chas. G. Day.

POULTRY SHOW AT MT. KISCO.

Owing to the unavoidable absence of the Secretary, the follow-

ing list of Premiums have been delayed from publication.

Dear Sir :

I send you a copy of the Premium List, of the West Chester

County Poultry Association Exhibition, held at Mt. Kisco, Feb.

8th, 1876. It was a very great success. The display of Games

was fine, also Polish and Hamburgs. There were no poor birds

exhibited. The Pigeon display was very good. Mr. D. E.

Newell had a splendid collection. The whole affair passed ofiF well.

It was the first and we have everything to encourage us.

C. W. Bolton, Sec.

Official Report of Premiums.

Class 1. Cochins—Partridge—Fowls. Ist, R. Y. Fairservice,

East Newark, N. J. Chicks, 1st, R. Y. Fairservice ; 2d, H. A.
Grant, East Newark, N. J. Buff-Fowls, Isl, W. H. Hammond,
Tarrylown, N. Y. Chicks, Ist.W. H. Hammond. Black—Chicks,
2d, H. A. Grant, Jr., Tarrytown, N. J.

Bmhmas—Light—Fowls, Island 2d, R. Y. Fairservice ; Chicks,

let and 2d, R. Y. Fairservice. Dark—Fowls, Ist, R. Y. Fair-

service. Chicks, 1st and 2d, R. Y. Fairservice. Chicks, Isl, W.
H. Hammond,
Class 2. P/ymouM fiocts—Chicks, Isl, Rev. D. D. Bishop,

Ridgefield, Conn; 2d, H. L. Underbill, Crolon Landing.
Dominir/ue—Fowls, 2d E. H. Smith, Wolcottsvilie, Conn.

Chicks, Isl, Henry Wood, Bedford, N. Y.; 2d, E. H. Smith.

Class 3. Hamburg—Golden Spangled—Fowls, 1st and 2d, C.

W. Bolton, Armonk. Chicks, Isl, C W. Bolton. Silver Span-
gled—Chicks, Isl and 2d, C. W. Bolton- Golden Penciled—
Fowls, Ist, W. H. Hnmmond ; 2d, C. W. Bolton. Chicks, Ist,

C. W. Bolton ; 2d, W. H. Hammond. Silver Penciled—Fowls,

Isl, C. W. Bolton. Black—Chicks, let and 2d, Jarius Gilbert,

Mount Kisco.

Class 4. Spanish—White-faced Black—Chicks, 2d, J. A. Hayt,

Patterson, Put. Co.

Leghorns—While—Chicks Island 2d, Underbill Bros., Croton

Landing. Brown—Fowls, Ist, A. L. B«nks, Mount Kisco.

Chicks, 1st, A. L. Banks ; 2d, Henrv Wood, Bedford. Dominique
—Chicks, Isl, A. L. Banks ; 2d, E. H. Smith. Spangled—Chicks,
1st and 2d, A. L. Banks.

Class 5. Boudan—Fowls, 1st, D. F. Gorham, Mount Kisco.

Chicks, Island 2d, H. A. Grant, Jr. Crevecours—Chicks, 1st,

Elliot Smith, White Plains.

Class 6. PofeA—Golden—Fowls, Ist, C. W. Bolton; 2d, W.
H. Hammond. Chicks, Island 2d, C. W. Bolton. Silver Pen-
ciled—Fowls, 1st, C. W. Bolton. Chicks, 1st, W. H. Hammond.
White Penciled—Chicks, 1st and 2d,C. Bolton, Armonk. White-

crested Black—Fowls, Ist, C. Bolton. Chicks, 1st, C. Bolton,

Golden Bearded—Fowls Ist, I. M. deVarona, 18 Wall street. New
York. Chicks, Ist, I. M. deVerona. Silver Bearded—Chicks, I.

M. deVarona; 2d, C. W. Bolton.

Class 7. Gamci-BUck Breasted Red—Fowls, 1st, C. S. Belts,

Mt. Kisco ; 2d, E. T. Bailey, Mt. Kisco. Chicks, Ist, C. 8. Belts,

2d, W. Hammond. Ginger Red—Chicks, Ist, E. T. Bailey.

Brown Red—Chicks, Isl and 2d, C. S. Belts. Yellow Duckwing
—Fowls, 1st and 2d, C. S. Belts. Chicks, Ist, E. T. Bailey ; 2d,

C. S. Belts. Grey Strychnine—Chicks, Isl, C. S. Belts. Clip-

pers—Fowls, 1st, C. S. Belts. Derby—Fowls, 1st, C. S. Belts.

Chicks, 1st, E. T. Bailey. White Muff—Fowls, C. S. Belts.

Sefton—Fowls, 1st, C. S. Belts. Henny—Chicks, 1st, C. S.

Belts. Tartars—Chicks, 1st, E. T. Bailey. Blue—Fowls, Is}

and 2d, Geo. Laidlow. Blue Breasted Red—Chicks, 2d, E. Bai-

ley. Red Pile—Fowls, Isl, E. T. Bailey. Chicks, 1st and 2d,

E. T. Bailey.

Class 8. Bantams—Black B. R.Game—Fowls, lst,W.H. Ham-
mond. Chicks, 1st, Underbill & Bros ; 2d, Rev. D. D. Bishop.

Silver Duckwing—Chicks, 1st and 2d, W. H. Hammond. Yel-

low Duckwing—Fowls, Ist, W. H. Hammond. Chicks, E. T.

Bailey. Ginger Reds—Chicks, 1st, W. H. Hammond. Golden

Sebright—Chicks, 1st, Joseph Schirmer, Mt. Kisco.

Class 10. Turkeys—Bronze—Isl. W. H. Hammond; 2d, Geo.

Laidlow, Ml. Kisco.

Class 12. Geese—African—Isl, Peter Archer, Mt. Kisco; Emb-
den, 2d, Geo. Laidlow. Brown Chinese— Ist, Vv. H. Hammond.
Class 13. Ducks—Aylesbury—1st, W. H. Hammond. Rouen

—

1st, S. H. Weeks, Jr. Pekin— Ist, Odell Stevens ; 2d, Geo. Laid-

low.

Class 14. Pigeons—While Jacobin— Ist, Tho. H. Hammond,
Tarrylown. Red Jacobins— Isl, Tho. H. Hammond ; 2d, Elliott
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Smith. Blnrk Ba'd-headod Tiinil)lors— l.st, W. H. PuUis, L. I.

Blrtck Tumblers— l.st, I) E. Newell, Yonkers, N. Y.; 2d, Tho. H.
Hammond. Red Tumblers—; 1st, Tho. H. Hammond. Mo tied

Turbits—^Ist, Josci)h Schirmer. Blue-wing Turbits—2d, T.
H. Hammond. White Turbits—1st. Wra. H, Pullis. Red
Tumblers— 1st, Wm.H. Pullis. Blue Antwerps— 1st, T>. E. New-
ell. Black Miigpies-2d, T. H, Hammond. Splashed Trumpet-
ers—1st, T. H Hammond. White Trumpeters— 1st and 2d, D.
K. Newell. Priest Bronze-wing— 1st, 1). E. Newell. Black Car-
riers— Istand 2d, D. E. Newell. "While Carriers—1st, D. E. New-
ell ; 2d, J. Schirmer. Blue Carriers—2d, D. E. Newell. Black
Barbs— 1st, Henry Johnson, Mount Kisco ; 2d, D. E. Newell.
White Barhs—lst and 2(1, D. E. Newell. Red Barbs- 1st and
2d, D. E. Newell. IJun Barbs— 1st and 2d, D. E. Newell. Yel-
low Barbs— 1st, J. S. Schirmer. Red Pouters—1st and 2d, D. E.

Newfll. White Pouters— 1st, n.F.Gorham ; 2d,D.E. Newell. Blue
Piniters—2d, D. F. Gorham. Red Mahomets— 1st, D. E. Newell

;

2d, E. T. Bailey. White Crested Fantails— 2d, Ellioit Smith.
Helmets—2d, D. F. Gorham. Black Swallows—1st, J. C. Schir-
mer. Silver Swallows— 2d, J. Schirmer.
Class 15.—German Canary— 1st, A. C. Banks. Black Bird

—

1st, S. Potter. Magpie— 1st, S. Potter.

Class 16. Rabbits—Lop-eared—1st, I. M. deVarona. Hima-
l.ayan— 1st, T. H. Hammond.

Class 1 7.—Guinea Pigs— 1st, Elliott Smith. Grey Squirrels

—

1st, Ed. Quett.

Class IS.—Best collection of Dressed Poultry, Geo. Carpenter,
Mount Kisco.

Class 19.—Feeding Troughs, C. W. Bolton. Aquarium of

Gold Fisli, A. B, Banks.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

"PERHAPS."
" Perhaps " we are a little late in attending to your case Mr

Unicorn, hut "Perhaps" if you will look over the pages of the

Journal it may occur to your befogged vision that it was a Game
and not a Brahma man who first inaugurated the stepping on of

corns. One of these days it may also seem to you that Burleigh

is a capable, energetic writer, fully able to take care of himself.

It may require two Games to get away with one Brahma in these

days of the degenerated Game whose fighting qualities are sup-

planted by a uniform, reminding us of the Home Guards during

our "late unpleasantness," and rendering him as harmless as a

Quaker cannon, and as liable to " bust" when touched off. Pray

do not mention the "average" Game as a fighter, because if a

small, dirty-faced boy should make his appearance at your yard

with a "pit" Game under his arm spoiling to fight your best for

fun, love, or his entire capital of a dollar, you would throw your-

self on your good behavior, and declare that your birds should

be subjected to nothing of the kind, whereupon the boy might ap-

propriately remark, if he kept a bull doc; with cropped ears he

would have one which would " tend to biz." But, Mr. Unicorn i

would you keenly enjoy seeing a valuable, peaceful, unoffending

bird cruelly thrust into the camp of his enemy, then taken to his

own home, wounded, bleeding, and mangled, and then retire to

your "little bed" and thank God for the pleasures of the day?

If so all we can say is, the Almighty in His infinite wisdom has

seen fit to construct some men with a few more brains it is true,

but with fewer good qualities and of less value to the community

than an average Brahma. We do not intend to keep fowls whicli

will be a nuisance to our neighbors, nor shall theirs longer annoy

us. Should any more of these practical highflyers visit us dur-

ing the present season, thus kicking up a row and destroying,

for the time being our breeding pens, we shall use, without any

hesitation, the powder and shot which we recommended to our

young friiuds as exceedingly effective and to be applied daily

(Sundays excepted) until we are rid of the loafers. This is also

excellent practice just before snipe shooting, and as we carefully

wipe out our pet breechloader we shall sigh for one more shot at

a rooster scaling the fence. Beautiful sight, the gracefulness of

the act is only surpassed l)y a dog running down street with a

tin kettle tied to his tail. Your bird ? gets off the ground (some-

how) with sundry flops, kicks, and unearthly yells, and as much
fuss as if he was just being burnt out at home, arrives at his des-

tination with a sheepish air and don't know as he really is a

roostc r until he can believe his cars and has heard himself crow.
" Tread on your corns"—oh ! no ! Please try and rinse some

for the chicks and see if you can conquer your depraved taste for

fowls fed on the delicious tit-bits, and flavored with the delightful

extracts of the "barnyard." We do know of people who "keep
Brahmas in the barnyaid," but thank Heaven we are not obliged

to eat at their table—we do not inttTid to " discuss both sides of

this question," any more than that our Brahmas shall fight both

sides of the fence. As to the Golden Rule we do not see where

that appears in the case of the hen which lays two eggs in sum-

mer at ten cents per doz., &c., &c. "Alert, graceful, juicy-fleshed

game." A fowl which can he " picked up &c., from a walk"

(why don't you call it a fly) ? You could not catch one in a

week in a ten acre lot unless, like a darkey you take advantage of

the night. If you expect one for dinner, try our receipt, no
" axe," no patent about it, nearly all use it who keep your kind.

Young Beeedek.

ELECTION OP OFFICERS.
At the annual meeting of the Western Pennsylvania Poultry

Society, held on the 7th inst., the following officers were elected

for the ensuing year :—President, Edward Gregg ; Vice Presidents,

C. B. Elben, Theodore Grey, Kinder Blair, R. Henderson, Alex-

ander King, P. J. Rodgers; Treasurer, C. A. Stevens; Secreta-

ry, A. H. Lane ; Execative Committee, John Morrow, Henry

Phillips, A. C. Hays, W. H. Jeff'ries, S. H. Cook, John Dyer

Samuel Cameron, J. W. Knox, J. Carpenter, C. H. Siedle.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

AFFLICTIONS POULTRY.

We are afflicted, not like Job,

He hadn't progressed to the white ear-lobe.

Though " setters" might have licked his sores,

And wattled carriers " flew on chores."

But Job knew nothing of Canker or Roup,
And doubtless he never white-washed a coop.

And though he was scourged to the very brim.

His scourge wti'nt caused by " breeding in."

But now days we have both lice and mites
;

Hen hawks by day, and " owls o' nights,"

Minks, and Skunks, and Thomas cats.

That fraternize and "compound" with rats;

And every thing that can do evil.

From rodents to the very De'il.

IIP. M.—three traps set, therefore Ed. Journal excuse—will

do better next time. T. J. M. D

.

HoLLis Centre, Me.

The Small Boy has long been recognized as one of the

most formidable of wild beasts, but no handsomer compliment

has ever been paid to his capacity for making life a burden to

his fellow-creatures than this, which we find in our latest files

from Mexico : A father in Guadalajara, during the earthquake

season, sent his two boys to a distant friend's until the peril

was supposed to be over. A few weeks after, the father received

this letter from his friend :
" Please take your boys home and

send down the earthquake."

A FAMOUS auctioneer, after exhausting the language of praise

in extolling a certain gentleman's park which had to fall under

bis hammer, said he was bound, as an honest man, not to conceal

the only drawbacks to the property, which were the litter made

by the rose leaves and the perpetual din kept up by the nightin-

gales.
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Dogs in Shakespeare.—At a dinner, now long ago, Lord

Nngcnt (the greatest Sliakespcarean scholar of his day,) affirmed

that tliere was not in the whole series of the plays a single passage

onmmcnding, directly or indirectly, the moral qualities of the dog.

Thinking this to be impossible, I accepted the wager which Lord

Nugent offered mo on the subject, with thcj concession of a year to

m;ike my research. Even with the aid of several friends, I failed

to find any such passage ; and at the end of the ' year I paid the

guinea I had lost. At a dinner at the Bishop of Exeter's, some

time afterward, when I related the anecdote, Mr. Croker, with his

wonted ingenuity, struck upon a passage which came nearest to

the ])oint ; but it was an ingenious inference only, and would not

have won me my wager.—Sir Henri/ Holland's Recollections.

The CoNsciooSNiiSs or Doos.—A dog feels anger precisely

as we do, and after provocation is sometimes vindictive and some-

limes placable, according to his individual character. He is sus-

ceptible of hatred of the bitterest kind. He is so excruciatingly

jealous that his life becomes a burden in the presence of a favored

rival His envy continually leads him to eat what he does not

want, lest anotlier animal should take it, and illustrate the falde of

the dog in the mangcf. Gluttony holds out to him temptations

under which even his honesty sometimes succumbs ; but, on the

other hand, from drunkenness he is nobly emancipated. A dog

mentioned by Rev. Thomas Jackson, ("OurDumb Companions,")

having been once made so drunk with malt liquor that he was un-

.ible to walk up stairs, ever after declined to taste the pernicious

beverage, and growled and snarled at the sight of a pewter pot.

with him and gets on her hind legs to look fondly into his face,

while he puts bis paws around her as he used to do to her mother.

She must have inherited this affection from her mother, as she was

too young to have imitated her mother's actions at the time of her

death."

—

Nature.

Animal Affection.—"I have reared a fine mastiff. He is

now three and a half years old. While he was a puppy, he and a

kitten evinced a strong liking for each other. The kitten, when

able to leave her mother, fixtd her residence in the dog's kennel,

and never seemed happy when aw.ay from her large friend She

ate her breakfast out uf the dog's bowl, and slept in his kennel with

his paws around her. She used to catch mice and young rats and

carry them to him, and seemed pleased when he accepted friend-

ship's offering. One morning I observed the cat preparing a bed

with straw in the corner of the kennel—an ordinary wooden one,

4 by 2i feet. As she was going to have kittens, I thought she in-

tendedmaking the kennel her nursery, and Cato (the dog) her head

nurse. Such proved to be the case. She broughtforth fivekittens,

and there they lay for some time. The mother frequently went

away for hours, leaving the dog to look after lur family. I many
times stooped down to examine them, and Cato stood by my side

very proud of his charge. The poor cat came to an untimely end

eighteen months ago, but the only surviving kitten of the five nam-

ed above is as fond of the dog as her mother was. She bi'ings

mice, young rats, and rabbits, and lays them down before Cato,

and looks beseechingly till he takes them. She constantly plays

A Doo's Remorse.—Being accustomed to walk out before

breakfast with two sky terriers, it was my custom to wash their

feet in a tub kept for the purpose in the garden, whenever the

weather was wet. One morning when I took up the dog to carry

him to the tub, he bit mc so severely that I was obliged to let hira

go. No sooner was the dog at liberty than be raU' down to the

kitchen and hid himself For three days he refused food, declined

to go out wiih any of the family, and appeared very dejected, with

a distressed and unusual expression of countenance. On thethivd

morning, however, upon returning with the other dog, I found

him sitting by the tub, and upon coming toward him he immedi-

ately jumped into it and sat down in the water. After pretending

to wash his legs, he jumped out as happy as possible, and from

that moment recovered his ufual spirits. There appears in this

instance to have been a clear process of reasoning, accompanied by

acute feeling, going on in the dog's mind from the moment he bit me
until he hit upon a plan ofshowing his regret and making repara-

tion for his fault. It evidently occurred to liim that I attached

great importance to the foot-bath, and if he could convince me
that his contritiou was sincere, and that he was willing to submit

to the process without a murmur, I should be satisfied. The dog

in this case reasoned with perfect accuracy, and from bis premises

deduced a legitimate conclusion which the result justified.

—

Spec-

tator.

A Dog's Confidence.—Robert Hey, Prebendary of Litch-

field, Vicar of Belper, Derl)yshire, sends the following description

of the conduct of a bull-terrier at Clay Cross to the Animal World:

"She was rejoicing over a litter of pups, attending to them with

a motherly care, caressing them, and showing for them much anx-

iety. The owner of this interesting family, accompanied by a few

friends, came to look at them. The fierceness of the mother was

at once developed, and manifested by impetuous gi-owlings, snarls,

and barkings. She would evidently die in defence of her offspring.

But the master said, 'I can take every one of those pups away

from the mother, and she will not hurt me. He drew near and

apjjroaehed his hand towards one of the pups. The mother flew

at it and seized it in her mouth. He did not attempt to withdraw

it until she released it. He proceeded to lay hold of one of the

pups. She seized his hand again and held it fast, but without

biting it. By degrees he witlidrew one of the little creatures.

The same process was repeated until every pup was removed and

the mother was bereft of all her offspring. She was the picture

of misery. She looked up piteously in her master's face and howl-

ed with an exceeding bitter cry. The appeal could not

be resisted. He replaced the little ones in their nest, and

rejoiced to witness the caresses and gratification of the moth-

er. But his surprise and that of his friends was gi-cat when

he saw her take them up one by one in her mouth and bring

and lay them down at his feet. He waited to see what she meant,

and was soon convinced that she wished to express her entire con-

fidence in her master. She laid her dear ones at his feet, one by

one, with the assurance that he would take care of them with af-

fection equal to, if not greater, than her own. She then re-

turned to her nest, now empty, lifted up her head into the air and

gave vent to several piteous cries until her little ones were once

more restored to her. It is impossible to misunderstand her im-

pulse. She had at first misdoubted her master, but now she trust-

ed him. She brought them of her own accord and placed them

at his disposal, with full confidence in his love.
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CRCELTY TO ANIMALS.

There is a bill now before the Legislature of Pennsylvania in

which the penalties for cock and dog fighting are very severe.

The abettors of dog and cock fighting, the individuals who train

the creatures for the fight, and the persons who pay or take pay

for witnessing the fight, are pnnishable the same as the principal

—by a fine of $10 to $20 for the first ofl'enses, and $20 to $50 for

subsequent offenses. Where the fine exceeds $20, an appeal may
be taken, upon the usual security, to the Court of Quarterly Ses-

sions, and upon conviction there the fine may be $200, or impris-

onment for one year, or both. In the lower courts, the punish-

ment may be imprisonment in the Work House for sixty days to

six months, in lieu of fine.

THE CHICAGO MATTER—WORSE AND WORSE.

We stated last week that the premiums donated to the Chicago

Society amounted to $3,277. We find an error in this which we
hasten to correct. On a more careful examination of the Premium
List we discover several premiums given the society which are not

entered upon the list of " donations." Among others we note

Tremont House, $50.00, Western Sportsman, $125.00, Soiitliern

Sportsman, $25.00, and E. F. Stoddard, $25.00. Adding these

and others which should be included, but which for some un'

explained reason are left out of the regular list of donors, and we

find the premiums given the society amount to over $3,500, instead

of the sum stated. Deducting the amount credited in receipts as

coming from donations we have the neat little sum of very nearly

$1,500 unaccounted for. We are informed that only two or three

of the donors of small premiums have not as yet responded, so

that there is a clear discrepancy of about $1,400. which would po

some ways in making up the 35 per cent, unpaid premiums. We
understand that the society will claim that the donations made by

the various publications were given in advertisements, but if we
allow that every cent so donated was in advertisements, there still

remains a handsome amount to be accounted for. We are

informed, however, that the bills for these advertisements are

charged in the disbursements, so that the whole amount should be

entered in the receipts. A prominent dog fancier calls our atten-

tion to another very discreditable operation. In the Premium

Lists sent out to the country we find this solemn announcement

made in red ink to emphasize and give it prominence :

"It was the original intention of the Association to offer only cash premi-

ums, but many of the prominent dog fanciers expressed a preference for a

handsome piece of plate as a trophy of their victory, and for that reason the

Society have Substituted cups for cash in the first prizes.

These are offered with the assurance that the valuation placed upon them is

the regular price, and not an inflated one for the purpose of swelling the

Premium. List.

This proves to be a falsehood and seems to have been uttered

with a deliberate intention to deceive. For as concise and un-

mistakable as the assertion is made, the very book in which it is

printed furnishes proof that it is untrue, for we find that while S.

K. Smith donates for a premium $25, the cup which it buys is put

in at $35.

Arnold Burgess donates $25 and his cup is put in at $35.

The Commercial Iloicl donates 850 and the two cups are put

in at $70.

The Matteson House donates $25 and it is swelled to $35.

E. C. Wcller donotes $25, and it grows to $35.

The Sherman House donates $50, and its two premiums enlarge

to $70.

The Chicago Field donates $100, and the three cups which this

amount procures are put in at $120.

John D. Alcott donates $10 and is represented as giving a $25

cup.

We needn't go through the entire list, the .same thing is done

with nearly every item, so that the premiums offered for dogs is

swollen nearly five hundred dollars over amount credited in list

of " donations '' as given for that purpose.

It may be claimed that the society was not satisfied with the

amounts given by the dog fanciers, and so added to their donations

from tlie amounts given by the poultry fiinciers. We hardly

anticipate that this claim will be put in, however. It is more than

possible that the gentleman who wrote the paragraph alluded to,

didn't know that the Premium Committee were "padding" the

lists.

Notice has been sent us, giving the names of ten or fifteen

officers who have resigned, but as it is not official, we withold the

names for the present. All the gentlemen who have withdrawn,

disclaim any knowledge of the doings of the society ; say they

were never consulted in regard to the witboldingof the premiums,

or any other matter relating to the society. Three write that they

were never notified of their election as officers, and didn't know-

that their names were being used, until they saw them in the list,

given In last week's Journal.

Well, what have the other gentlemen to say in regard to this

matter 1

SOME ECHOES.

The following are extracts from a few of the many letters we
have on this subject

:

FROM MILWAUKEE.
* * * * Yes, 6ir, you are correct, *' the western breeders are thoroughly

alive to the necessity of having their exhibitions " conducted in an honest

manner. Perhaps we care quite as much about the dt-cency and honor of the

thing as we do the " necessity," *****'! have talked with some of

the prominent managers and I find that some of them were paid all their

expenses, am rather inclined to think some of them got more than that." *

* * • 't What a sweet thing it is, to be sure, invite guests like Felch and

Onglfcy and Mansfield and Spaulding and others from the East to our enter-

tainment, tell them we will give them a good square meal, and take fine care

of them if they will work for us, and then sit down to a well-fillel table, held

ourselves first, clean it all off, and then tell those gentlemen to go and buy

some food for themselves or go hungry ; well, it isn't a very pretty picture,

but that is just what was dooe at Chicago." # * • " Am glad there is

one Journal which has courage enough to say what it thinks of mean things

and small things, and disreputable things, whenever it finds them among
poultry men." * • * * " Let us go with clean hands, and honest etforia,

even in the chicken business, if we can't, then let us stop."

Yours encouragingly,

FR0.M A MEMBER OF THE EX-CO.MMITTEE.

* * * "I was present at a meeting of the Executive Committee where a

resolution was introduce I and carried, to the effect,— I forget just the word-

ing—that if the Society could alTord it, after paying all its honest debts, that
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$500.00 be paid the Secretary, for his labors. I am not posted, but I give it

as a guess, that it looked at one time as though there would be money enough,
|

and so the amount was paid before all the accounts were io—mind now, I

donH say that this was done, but that it might have bt»en done—very easily if

one may judge trom the statement just out, $1,900 for labor, §^00.00 for

Btoves, good gracioual .SljSOO contributed for pi-emium» nst accounted for. *

* * • Well, fiiend Wade, you are doing a good work. If you make them

explain and show after all that they didn't do anything but make a mi:*take in

" taking care of our folks," and 'ettiog tlie strangers suffer, you have done

a good thing, and will get lots of thanks too.

FROM EHIB, x. y.

* * * • They induced the Buffalo society to give up their show this

nea-on under the promise that they would omit and unite with them at Uuffa-

lo next year. The fact that they have voted to hold an exhibition in spite of

this promise, shows how the duck swims. # # # *

FROM St. PAUL, MINN.

* * * My Dear Wade, do you expect to live, and yet go for a great na.

tional association as you do? Now why can't you rest easy and shut your

e^es to the blemishes. Don't you know we shall get right up and howl

"Eastern Jealousy," ''Fighting Fanciers' Figuring Furiously,'' 'Journal

Jokers Jawing Jealously," '* Chicken C'hoakers Causing Curious Comments."

" Knraged Exhibitors Execrating Extravagant Expenses," and all that sort of

thing, why my dear fellow you wont be able to stand the pressure. Just

wait till our western papers get at you—wait till you get an explanation of

the crooked things at that exhibiiion. Just because crooked whiskey had to

be straightened out in Chicago, you don't suppose the chicken business has

got to follow suit—not a bit of it—some fellow out here will stop the Journal,

then see how you'll apologize ; then see how all the Vice-Presidents and Ex-

ecutive Committeemen will go for your hair ***** But if you do

shake a bit send to me and I'll give you some delightful facts you havn't got

hold of yet, though I must say you're likely to find them without my help if

you keep on mousing.

FROM AN EXFIIBITOR.

Now I rather enjoy the fun ; I thought I wouldn't say anything, but let

the procession move on without me, but I see you say there was something

funny about the telegraph bill, well I should say there was. I was there, I

got a dispatch after the lists were closed, to increase my entries to a certain

number, and by so doiog would " be sure to take the President's §100.00

premium for best display of one variety." Now I wasn't the only one who

got that sort of thing wired to him—and what did I do? why I saved the dis-

patch, and it is at your disposal.

FROM OUR DUTCH FRIEND.

** I vos at does show, und I vas dond like zum tings mit him. I vas geet

zum bremums vot vos gif mine ens ash vos petter ash zum udder ens vash

dare, und now vot vash dere told me zum tings, veel dat ish dish, dare show

is bankrnbt und don't pay mit der bremums all to vonst, zum dime von you

know zum udder show you ish hav von bill mit der rest—Dat ish not like der

man vot ish keep der sthore und zo I ish zeek und zell der ens, vich is bad."

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfro

—Ckueltt to Animals.—Brute beasts are defenseless, and
to torture them is despicable ; the assassin at least risks his life,

but the torturer of animals risks nothinp;; and I do not hesitate

to place him lower still in the scale of humanity. There are men
who have committed great crimes, and yet in whom the spark of
humanity is certainly not extinct; but he who takes pleasure in

the sufferings of a dumb animal, and prolongs them regardless
of its groans and of its supplicating looks, I pronounce—without
a heart; and when the heart is dead all is dead.— Com(c de Gas-
parin.

—Retrieving Extraordinary.—An Aylesbury drake was
added to my stock a few evenings ago, but the morning after he
was not to be found, high or low. "Strayed away, or stolen,'

was the unanimous conclusion come to. During the day. Rose,
my setter, was observed sniffing about the place, apparently very
uneasy in her mind, and the same evening towards dark, to the
great surprise of the cook, the drake, without a feather being
turned on him, was brought into the kitchen and laid at her feet by
Rose, who seemed quite delighted with the exploit. Now, it is

very extraordinary that the setter should know the strange bi id

from the others, exactly the same in color ;
and she evidently feels

that he requires looking after, for slie always keeps an eye on bim,

when she gets a chance, and has taken him more than once

in to cook—a very significant reminder, I should fay. She never

takes in any of the otlier fowls.

—The foreign papers state that at the recent meeting of horti-

culturists in Melbourne, Australia, the sparrow difficulty was the

principal suliject of discussion. To such dimensions have the

losses of stone and small fruits attained that the growers feel

themselves face to face with the most serious obsiacle they have

to encounter. By the introduction of the English sparrow the

balance of Nature has been completely upset; the native birds

which used to visit the gardens at certain seasons—many of them
insect destroyers—have been driven away by the pugnacious
strangers, to whose rapacity fruits, grain, and seeds are alike sac-

rificed.

—G. W. Campbell, a well known horticulturist of Delaware,

Ohio, described a method by which he claims to be able to ascer-

tain in advance the qualities of seedling grapes. He says that in

the ta'ite and flavor of the green tendrils of the vine may be found

a true ind'X of the chara'ter of its prospective fruit. He further

declares that the tendrils of each variety possess a distinguished

flavor, by which it may always be detected from any other, and a

seedling with this peculiarity of character may be at once set

down as good, even in advance of its crop. His predictions have

been verified in every instance, and frequently, too, when the ap-

pearance of the foliage would lead him to the opposite conclu-

sion.

—

Ex.

—Longevity of Trees.—From an article by Eliaa Lewis, on
the longevity of trees, published in the Popular Science Monthly,

for July, 1873, we learn the following faets of the greatest age of

trees :

years.
Palms 500

White Pine 430
Wadsworth Oak, Genessee, N. Y 500

Cowlhorpe Oak, England 1 ,800

Oak at Saintes, France 2,000

Chestnut, Tertworth, England 1,(100

Linden, Wurtemhurg, Germany 1,000

Evergreen Cypress, Spain 8U0

Cedar of Lebanon 1 ,21)0

Cvpress of Montezuma, Mexico 2,000

Cypress of Santa Maria del Tule 4,0241

Ankerwyke House Yew, England 1,100

Brabene Churchyard Yew 2,.')0ii?

Sequoias, California 2,000?

Baobab, Africa 3,000

According to this, 500 years may be reckoned the longest life

of a tree in the United States east of the Rocky mountains.

—Crumbs of Knowledge.—No. 1. Fish—Fish do not possess

much sense of taste, as the solitary glands are inconspicuous, nor
have they an external ear. Their organs of touch lie mostly in

lips. In some fish, teeth are not found in the mouth, but in the

gills.

Every scale of a fish has a hole through it, which admits the

water, and this balances the outside pressure from the same ele-

ment.
Organs of voice are entirely wanting in fish, though many make

a sound; for instance, the Weak-fish (OloUthm regalis) make quite

a noise, when caught. Black drum and cat-fish do the same, but

the sounds are abdominal, not vocal.

Some species offish habitually leave the water in search of food.

In Siam !< found a fish which is there called amphibious, as it has
been found on the land a full mile from the water.

Fish are never poisonous in themselves ; whenever they have
been, they have been made so by feeding on some poisonous plant

or animal. Several fish, however, have a poisonous sting. The
bones of certain fish are used for fish hooks in some parts of the

world, to catch other fish of the same species ! Adsum.

—Mr. Wade :—I found the enclosed item in the Pacific Rural
Press, the best paper of its class on this coast. Mr. M. Eyre, Jr.,

is the poultry editor. "Mr. Eyre—Sir : Received your circular.

You wanted to know the exact age of my bronze gobler. The
eggs were set the 2d dav of May. When last weighed he weighed
over 40 pounds. He will not weigh that now because he runs
with a flock of 24 turkey hens, and I don't feed him, in order to

lessen his weight. His color is a very dark brownish grey, very

rich plumage and heavy low build. Of my half breed turkeys of
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last year, the gobblers wciglied 20 pounds; the hens, 10, 12 and
14 pounds. I sold tliem for S-t.50 to $6 I have not thought yet

ol selling my gobbler. I can get $25 at the door."
Mrs. J. E. Gaffnf.t.

fialt, Sacramento Co., Feb. 4th, 1876.

Mrs. Gatfney doesn't say tvhen "he was last weighed," but it is

.oal'e to presume that it was about Thanksgiving, as people are
"hefting" their poultry about that time. He would be then about
six months old. Now, Sir Vanderveer, let's count up a little, on
our fingers. You called 26 lbs. at six months very large. Well,
26: 40 :: 42 : 64.61 -|-.

I pacifically await further developments.

—Excitement at West Point.—A Rabid Dog Bites the
Tost Sorgeon.—On Satui-day, March 12ih, as Dr. Erwin was
ciTicrgiug from his quarters, an immense dog sprang upon him.
The Doctor to protect himself, threw out his arm, which was cov-

ered with the cloak he wore. The teeth of the rabid animal tore

through it, and grazed the wrist, not however abrading the surface,

but leaving spots of ecchymosis. After wliich, the dog turned inio

the door yard, when a sentinel sent a bullet cour.-ing through his

carcass which put an end to his depradations. Before attackiusr

the Surgeon, he had jumped upon the back of the Bngler, and at-

tempted to seize him by the neck, but the dog's weight pushed the

man prostraie upon the sidewalk, and he passed on. The dog en-

tered West Point by the road leading by the government grave-
yard, when he attacked the keei)er's dog, and lacer.-ited him fear-

fully about the neck. In the fight, a splendid grey-hound was al-

so bitten. To day, (Sunday) the police are patroling the grounds,
shooting such luckless curs as present themzelves within range.

The torn cloak was smeared with the frothy saliva from the rabid

dog's mouth.
The Surgeon and scar-worn veteran of a quarter of a century's

service, was so nervous over tire event that he took the next train

to New York, for the purpose of consulting Dr. Hammond, who
has gained notoriety by wri ing on the subject.

Impending danger from virus lurking in the system, will cause
tlie stoutest heart to quail, and it is not surprising to find a nervous
man succumbing to the impression. Although, in this instance,

innoculation could not have taken place, as there was no broken
skin for absorption.

In the bite from the mad-dog the teeth in penetrating garments,
are cleansed from the poisonous mucus, and therefore the danger
to the individual is not so great. "SiODx."

—Parasitic Growths in Wine.—When wine becomes acid,

it has been invaded by the flower of vinegar, ilycoderma aceti,

the function of which seems to be to transform alcohol into acetic

acid by a sort of incomplete combustion. This has been seen into

by most housekeepers, when they give the name of mother to the
nicmliranes found in jars which have contained vinegar ; and a

rapid way of making vinegar has been based on this observation.

Another analogous mycoderm, the flower of wine, does not occa-

sion any hurtful formations, but seems rather to favor the reaction

due to what is called the "bouquet." A worse malady has for its

cause a growth which presents itself under the appearance of fila-

ments of extremely slender aspect, and forms those slight waves
which may be remarked when wine is shaken. This mycoderm
has a strong affinity with thit which produces lactic acid. Wines
that are described by the growers as fat and oily, are charged by
fermentation which takes the form of globules joined together in a
kind of entangled chaplets. What they call an old or bitter taste

is a malady which chiefly attacks the finest wines, and also has its

origin in a special fermentation, which reminds the palate of wine
turned acid ; under the microscope the floating particles are larjier,

and resemble the dranchcs of dead trees. It the germs of these

ditiercnt mycoderms are killed by heat, the wine is safe from all

change so long as it is kept in a closed vessel, but it is evident that
these precautions are useless if new germs are brought with the

air, or in unprepared wines which may be mixed with that which
has been heated. After many experiments which have been made
by the wine-growers of Burgundy, it is decided that it is well to

heat the vintages to the amount of from sixty to eighty degrees, if

foronly a minute, and that instead of losing their aroma and fla-

they are in fact rather improved. For the same reason, a voyage
to a hot climate has been recommended.

—

Ex.

—Oh, Huon, do you know what they're trying to do. Why
to have one seals the prey of everybody. 'What seals % ' Why,
the sea lions on seal rock. Have you never heard of that pleasant
drive through the sand hils over that marvellously fine road to the
Cliff Honse; that place of resort bnilt upon a cliff one hundred
and thirty feet almost perpendicular, of frowning basalt, where
you can sit upon the porch and watch at your leisure the gambol

of the sea-lions on the group of rocky islands but a short distance
from the beach? They are very numerous, and show by their

seeming freedom from fear their appreciation of the 'sanctity of
the law' that protects them. So nearly human are they, that, (it

is said) the more audience they have, the louder and oftener do
they roar. This roar is stunning to stranger's ears, but the Sau
Franciscan finds it sweet music. When a blast longer and louder
than those gone before startles us, you'll be sure to hear him say,
" 'rhat's Gen. Grant, you bet your pile he's a top of the highest
rock." And so we find him the largest, most activeof the colony
whom we do not have to watch long to see that his supremacy is

acknowledged among them. None attempts to climb to his place
and when he descends all make way for Iiim to flapper his way to the
water. But now just think of it, Huon, a curious set of zealots

styled "Fish Commissioners" are praying legislature "that
idne-tenths of these intelligent animals may be killed. They eat
from 10,000 to 20,000 lbs. offish a d.ay" and where, oh where,
is the supply for San Francisco's market in 1886 to come from 1

—entirely ignoring the millenium that is on the books for next
year, when we shall need no fish,—and deemin;; as naught the

warning of that most approved prophet who has San Francisco
swallowed whole by an earthquake in just half of ten years time.

Various and many are the arguments put forward by the
friends of the seals. For one, that fish from but one of four ar-

ticl s of seal food. They live chiefly upon the sea gull, the worst
enemy the fish have. Also, upon molhisks, crustaceans and
smooth round stones, some of them a pound in weight. It is

curious to watch the seal catch a gull. He dives deeply under
wat.T, then swims some distance from where he disappeared, then,

ri,--ing cautiously expo.'es the tip of his nose above the surface, at

the same time giving it a rotary motion like a water-bag at play.

The unwary bird on the wing seeing the object near by. aliahts to

catch it, while the sea-lion at the same moment, settles beneath
the waves and at one hound, with extended jaws, seizes his

screaming prey and instantly devours it.

A voice has come to us from the East. Sefh Green says,
" Don't. If you do you'll regret it but once and that will be for-

ever afterwards. They don't destroy as many fish as a China-
m.^n." Now, Huon, "rise up next," as Domine Dictum says,

tell us about these beautiful eyed creatures. As some one said to

me, " It seems almost like sanctioning murder." Just look in

their eyes and see if there isn't most soul enough there for them
to be Human.

SjWy^LL PeJ DEpy^F^JJVlEfJj

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

zoo NOTES, NO. 14.

THE marsupials IN THE GARDEN THE KANGAROO.

" Gord gracious ! how you hop,

Over the fields and waters too

—

As if you never would stop

!

I wish I could hop like you

—

Said the Duck to the Kangaroo.

True, Ducky, Kangaroo can hop—that is,—when he has a

chance—fifteen feet on the clear can he hop, and then not hop his

level best.

The Kangaroo, while it is of much interest and curiosity in our

Zoo, is quite the reverse to the settler in Australia, that strange,

fifth-quarter of the globe, when most things are reversed apparently;

where cherry-stones grow outside of the pulp, where the big end

of the pear is attached to the branch, where nettles, ferns, and

grasses grow into trees, and lilies, tulips, and honeysuckles assume

almost the substantial form of the American Oak, and where are

f( und more than fifty species of qruadrupeds,—frugivorous, car-

niverous, and omniverous, formed on the opossum plan, with a

marsuphim or a pouch which serves as bed, cradlehouse and home

for the little family.

When first born, the yonng Kangaroo is a strange looking

object. It is hut little over an inch in length, much resembling a

transparent mouse, or an earth worm, only it has not as much

shape or form. The most prominent thing about this lump is four

knobs, which full develop in time, two of them into those long

and powerful hind legs, and two into the short fore-ores. Strange
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to think that these hind legs at maturity so much the longest, are

nt birth one-third shorter than the fore ! What strange work

nature perPirms ! In an cml)ryotic, unfinished state, is the

Kangaroo burn, but the mother finishes the process liy dropping

her "Joey " into her p<nich, pocket or cradle, at tlie proper time,

where the young " sucker " finds something to attacli liimsclf and

to wliich he will cling until his "knobs" turns to le^s and his

motlier licks him into shape. Soon he will be able to hop out of

the pouch, to return agaiu however, at the first sign of danger,

and very interesting does lie appear with his head protruding from

his pouch door, his soft round eyes taking in the entire situation.

When mother Kang has deposited "Joey" .safely in her ponch

she has no further trouble, and for eight months she allows him

to make that his home. At the eml of that period he must " git

up and git," but even after he is driven f om home he is quite a

" mammy calf," and will rush back to the maternal cradle at the

slightest approach, or sign of danger—perhaps to find a brother

or sister (never but one) in occupation.

" How large is he when he leaves home? "

Well my boy, he is about tlie size of a cat, weifhs about ten

pounds, and will grow to weigh one hundred and sixty if you

will give him a chance.

The Kangaroo is not a sociable animal, though he is seldom

seen entirely alone, and while other quadrupeds move in large

groups, the Kangaroo groups never exceed in numbersixor eight.

Macropiis Major, Head Kang, of the Zoo would be called a

"boomer," perhaps " old man," in his native land and there he

would eat as inuch grass as three sheep, and trample and destroy

quite as much as he would eat ; hence the stock breeders in

Australia have no particular cause to love him. And what nice

work does he make of the settler's garden! Think of some half

dozen of them, each measuring ton feet from head to tip of tail,

and weighing one hundred and fifty pounds, every mother's

Kangaroo of them, settling down, just as soon as the

—

:by< Dt their golden throne."

" Please give me a ride on your back !

I would sit quite still and say nothing but " quack "

The whole day through !

And we'd go to the Dee and the Jelly-Bolee

—

Over the land and over the sea

—

Please take me a ride. Oh, do I

And away we'll yo with a hop and a bound
;

And we'll hop the world three times around !

And wlio so happy. Oh ! who ?

As the Duck and her Kangaroo V
HuoN.

—for your Kangaroo is a night robber, and there by the light of

the moon cut and slash among your headed calibage, your crisp

lettuce leaves and other " garden sass." Therefore, is Kangaroo

hunted down, his hind quarters given to the roast, his tail to the

soup kettle, and his hide to the shoe-maker.- for your Australian

Lady and Gent /jar excellence do greatly delight in a shoe or boot

made from the skin of the Brush Kangaroo, and for a long time

they would were no other.

A " boomer " is rather an ugly customer when he gets his blood

np. Drive him in a corner and he will suddenly place his fore

legs round the neck of his pursuer and with his powerful hind

legs, armed with a terrible weapon in the shape of a nail, he will,

in a moment, rip his enemy open. Dogs who know their " biz
"

don't tackle a " boomer " until a musket has begun the work, or

one is handy to begin it. A "boomer" was once known to sieze

a dog which was pressing him too sharp, and holding him in his

fore paws, he plunged with him into a stream and there held the

dog's head well undir until he had drowned him ! And yet some

naturalists have said the Kangaroo is of a low order of intellect !

" Will he live here anytime ?
"

Yes, madame, he seems quite hardy and does not mind heat or

cold, so that the extremes be not too great. Like a good honest

politician he changes his coat at the proper time. In Summer his

fur is light and scanty, but when Winter comes he dons a thick

woolly overjacket well adapted to keep out both cold and wet,

and there is no trouble to furnish him with food.

Seeing the wonderful hops of the Kangaroo one cannot wonder

that the Duck who wanted to see the wo Id should have selected

him as a steed! And how coaxingly Ducky puts her request 1

We do not know, but we hope she was not refused.

BRANT GEESE.
[Continued from No. 10.]

Dr. Hayes' sledge expedition reached Cape Lieber, latitude 81°

35', April, 1861, and found the nests and breeding places of

many birds, but no brant. If further testimony were needed that

these birds breed north of and beyond any human footprints, we
would give the following from the last named author : Long lines

of cackling geese were sailing far overhead winging their way to

some more remote point of Northness." (p. 382). Again, July

7, he says :
" I found a flock of brant geese, but could not dis-

cover their nests." (p. 411.) If they do breed along the shores

of Baffin's Bay and the Arctic Archipelago, it is very singular

that none of these voyagers have spoken of finding their nests or

or eggs, as they do of the eiders and other birds.

Capt. Hall's first expedition reached Frobishir's Bay June 24,

1861, and a party went .ashore for eider ducks eggs with the fol-

lowing result ;
" In ten minutes four of us gathered six dozen,

and at another island, in twenty minutes, sixteen dozen and five."

He makes no mention of brant in this vicinity. Again, July 23,

he observes : "Duck were to he seen in every direction. * * *

They were in such numbers that when above- ns they almost

darkened the air." His second voyage was through Hudson's

Bay, to King William's Land, but he does not speak of seeing

brant. Tne third expedition—the unfortunate "Polaris"

—

reached 82° 29' north latitude, where he pens this sentence

:

" Seals, game, geese, ducks, musk cattle, wolves, fowls, bears,

partridges, and lemmings are plenty." Our quotations from the

brave inen who have sufliired untold hardships to discover a

" Northwest passage," or "open Polar Sea," are, we submit, snfS-

cient to establish the hypothesis that brant go north of 82° to

breed, and that they go in large flocks. Any observer of the

habits of birds knows very well that while they are in " large

flocks," they are in no condition for breeding. Before nidifica-

tion takes place, they "woo and wed," i. e., they "pair" and

retire to solitary nooks for the seilusion of the little family, and

although hugely gregarious at other times, during the breeding

season we believe all the anserince are strictly monogamous. Kor

do we suppose all the birds go to one island, or arrive or depart

at the same time. It takes from four to six weeks for all of thim

to pass a given point at Cape Cod or Prince Edward's Island, s-o

that the last of the flight does not reach the Arctic Archipelago

till late in June. Then see how brief a period they have to build

their nests, incubate and carry their young through thevaiious

stages of growth, from the tender days of infancy, to the self-

sustaining maturity. It seems almost incredible that all this is

accomplished in less than three months ! It so happens that some

years there are no young brant. The cause of this we presume

to be the shortness of the season, i. e., whcu the Spring is back-

ward and Winter sets in early. Win n the young ice forms

rapidly by the 3d of September the jjarent birds must abandon

their progrny or perish with them. The law of self preservation

is stronger than the love of offspring, and with sorrowing hearts

they bid adieu to the callow brood and wing their way to more

genial climes. On the following Spring the epicure will in vain

call at the Parker House fur the coveted morsel.

We have spoken of the Arctic Archipelago as the place of
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nativity of these birds. It is ptrssible that Greenland contiiuies

to and beyond the pole. Cert«in it is that these birds do not {;o

into the middle of the ocean or " open Polar Sea " to lay their

cgf;s and rear their young. They are not divers, and must feed

on shore or in shoal water. It is probable that the region north

of Greenland and around the pole is dotted all over with islands.

The Austrian " Tegethoff " expedition of 1872, which discovered

Francis Joseph's Liind, and other islands has proved this theory

further east, and we think the brant themselves have westward.

The climate must be so warm as to produce marine vegetables for

food, and also to exempt the eggs from the possibility of destruc

tion by frost. There is something inexplicable in the tempera

ture of these unexplored latitudes. The sun's rays fall more

obliquely as we approach the pole, and yet it must be wanner

than at "0° of north latitude. Is it not possible—nay, probable

—

that in the wisdom of the Creator, some law exists whereby the

sun's rays, on reaching a certain degree of obliquity, renew their

heating power, which being intensified as it approaches the po'e

makes a comparatively warm climate there ! We know that a

similar law exists in regard to water. Water diminishes in bulk,

as it cools downs to 39:80°, at which point it expands down to

the freezing point. Let us suppose the law of solar heat to be

cooling as the rays incline to an angle of 45°, (or any other) and

warming beyond that degree, and we are at once relieved from

our brant dilemma. Another feature of the climate disturbs us>

Dr. Kane discovered ice in Smith's Sound forty feet thick, and

Koldewey, on east coast of Greenland, sixty feet! The old navi-

gator, Scoresby, in 1 820, undertook to prove that this ice formed

in mid ocean, but this hypothesis is contrary to our observation.

'J'he first young ice is formed along the shore line, in shoal water,

then pushes itself out into the bay or ocean. We presume in the

Arctic region the ice forms around the islands, then extends to

meet that formed around other islands until it encases everything

in its crystal folds. Then as Summer approaches it is disengaged

from the land or broken up by heavy gales and drifts with the

current down through Baffin's Bay, or between Spilzbergen and

coast of Greenland, where it melts and disappears. Of course

the ice first melts in Sjiring, where it first froze in Autumn, along

the shore line, and is thire first disengaged. Were it not so the

brant would not be able to get on to their feeding ground so

early as the end of June, und consequently would not be able 1

1

reproduce at all. Then there would seem to be scarcely time for

the growth of marine plants for food. It may be fore ordained

by Divine Wisdom that the tender herb may be dispensed with.

Wc have observed, more especially in Spring time, the decoys

constantly pecking at the boards and decayed posts of their pen.

They seem to hanker after decayed wood, and we have been led

to suspect that this article forms no in( onsiderable portion of their

food in their boreal abode. Why shoidd they eat up their pen ?

It is a curious way of obtaining their liberty, and yet we are well

assured they devoutly desire this boon. They often try to fly or

jump out of their pens, and when a flock is flying overhead in

sight, they instantly and vociferously utter the call note " r-r-

ronk! r-r-ronk!" There is plenty of driftwood in the Arciie

region which in time must decay. Capt. Jobn Franklin (after

wirds Sir John) found, in 1821, at mouth of Banks' Kiver a fine

log of drift wood sufficient to cook a bear. McClure, at Banks'

Land, 18.51, discovered wood to the depth of forty feet. McCliii-

tock and the other navigators in that quarter, speak of great

quantities of drift wood along the Coast of Greenland, and Parry

finds the same thing at Spitzbcrgen. All the rivers of Northern

Asia, Europe and America, as well as the swift currents of Beh-

ring's Straits are constantly discharging their rich freight of drift

wood into the Polar Sea, and if the brant do not feed upon it

there they act very differently from what they do in bondage.

Here, then, wc may, in our mind's eye, see the different families

isolated and scattered all over these islands, at the end of August

or first of September, gathering and reuniting into large flocks

ready for the long voyage South. Doubtless many of the young

are too feeble to endure the long journey, and either do not set

out, or fall by the way. Their return is by nearly the same route

they went thither. They make no stop at Cape Cod, unless com-

pelled to do so by stress of weather, and the time of their pas-

sage is the latter part of October and whole of November, but at

this season they are poor and not prized, either by sportsmen or

ep cures. They spend the Winter months along shore from

Barnegat to Florida, or possibly Gulf of Mexico, where they

again recuperate and on their return North in Spring are re-

garded as among the finest fowl on our coast.

W. Hapgood,

ill Fores', and Stream.

The Testimony of Birds.—We copy the following very

interesting letter from the London Times of Aug. 17 :

—

Sir:—Is there a warm zone at the North Pole? Most prob-

ably there is. The last American expedition s.iw a vast expanse

of open water in that direction, but were unable to reach it. The

brant geese and the knot also answer in the affirmative, but espe-

cially the former. A few nests of the latter have been found as

far south as the Hudson's Bay territory, &c. But it may be in-

teresting to many of your readers to know that only one nest of

the brant goose has ever been found, either in its wild or domesti-

cated state, and that was found at Melville Island, and it con-

tained three young ones. All who have visited Ho land, the

Baltic, or our own eastern coast during a severe winter, or even

Tobay, must know this bird ; it is at times sold in large quanti-

ties in Leadenhall Market, for a mere trifle, its delicious flivor

being unknown here, it having the name of being fishy, which is

a mistake, as it never dives, unless wounded, and is a vegetarian.

It leaves our coasts in the early Spring, and appears in the Gulf

of St. Lawrence and the coast of Labrador, where I have seen it

in millions, directly the ice breaks up (about the middle or end of

April), where it is highly prized by epicures, and is now shot in a

novel manner in vast quantities, with decoys, out of a punt sunk

in the middle of an eight-foot raft (b low the water line), and sent

to the United States, where it is bigly prized.

Long after the wild geese and ducks have gone to Labrador or

the Hudson's Bay territory to breed, the brant goose is seen in the

Gulf of St. Lawrence, finally disappearing early in June, prob-

ably just in time for the Arctic Summer. It generally make-i its

flight on a moonlight night, and they are constantly seen in their

progress northwards. If there is open water and land at the

North Pole, we may fairly presume the brant geese breed there,

as they have been seen at Melville Island ; nor can it be extremely

cold there, otherwise the eggs would be adilled; and there must

be land uncovered with snow, otherwise, being a vegetarian, it

could not live there.

Several brant geese have recently been sent out to the Australian

Colonies by our ever active superintendent at the Zoological Gar-

dens, to see if they will bived there. I only trust our Arctic

voyagers may find them in the vast quantities that 1 have seen

them in during their flight northwards ; then, indeed, they will

have a delightful change from iliuir potted meats, &c.

I am. Sir, yours obediently,

FRliDERICK SWAIIEY.

A Brashear editor offers a reward of $5 for the best treatise

on " How to Make Out door Life Attractive for the Mosquito."

A KURAL editor, wishing to be severe upon an exchange, re-

marks :
" The snbserilier of the in this pbice tried, a few

days ago, to carry home some lard in a copy of that paper; but,

on reaching home, found that the concentrated lie had changed it

to soap."



March 1G, 187G.] THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. 131

Cof^F^ESfOfJDEfJCE.

the exchange column again.

Friend Wade :

Ori'ieaJing my complaint in Jocrnal No. 8, Mr. , Phila-

delphia, immediMtely shipped me a good trio Dark Brahma

chick.s, (Herstinc strain) saying—" Had I made complaint lo him

instead of sending to Journal he would have made trade satis-

fnotory ; it heing his invariahle rule to satisfy all his customers,"

Which I do not doubt. Of course everything is lovely, and the

goose hangs altiludinously. The New Yorker's conscience don't

disturb him.

Through exchange in your Journal, I received from H. Burch-

ard, Corry, Pa., two fine female Maltese Kittens ; the larger one is

a well conducted lady, taking up her quarters in the barn, and

giving the house a wide berth. The smaller one is just as fond

of the house, as the other of the barn.

From Dr. J. G. Reagan, Shenandoah, Pa., I received a large

Maltese Tom. The Doctor said he was large, with a very fine

coat. He is all the Doctor represented him, and alas! a great

deal more. I am somewhat peculiar—I want everything to be

very good or very bad—saints or devils. No milk and water

people or animals for me. Tom is as great a devil as ever walked

on four legs. In the short time he has been here, he has almost

destroyed a carpet in one room, and rendered the house nearly

uninhabitable from the stench arising therefrom ; killed a fine

canary ; licked the cream off innumerable pans of milk ; carried

off everything eatable within his reach, and a good deal that was

almost out of his reach. Finding a strict watch was exerci.<ed

over his movements, he betook himself to the cellar, where he

sleeps through the entire day, (a positive fact) and as soon as the

house gets quiet at nif.'ht he starts out on his predatory excursions,

crawling through cracks and holes it would seem impossible for

him to get through. I do not reflect on Dr. Reagan for sending

him—not at all. The cat bring such a complete devil, I have a

great admiration for him. But I think after he has performed cer-

tain duties required of him, I will tie a stone around his neck and

deposit the stone in the deepest hole in the creek running past my
place.

From offer on my part of certain birds in exchange for Ply

mouth Eocks, I received two off rs to exchange. Having accepted

an oflier for a trio from a party East, I offered the parties making

second offer (Stieeter, Son & Co., Youngstown, Ohio,) a pair of

turkeys for a pair of P. R. pullets, and received a very fine pair

pullets. Did not receive trio for some days after receiving pullets.

Not being pleased with trio, expressed my displeasure in emphatic

language ; party who sent them, retorts "you're another." Hav-

ing, previous to shipping V. Rocks, received birds from me and

expressed no dissatisfaction when he acknowledged their receipt.

Will await further developments before I have anything more to

say. Yours,

A. A. Miller.

VENANGO COUNTT (pENN.) POULTRY SOCIETY.

At a meeting held on the 17th inst., the following persons

were elected officers of the above society, for the present year

;

President, Joseph Bell.

Vice-President, Wm. A. Blakely.

Treasurer, W. A. Cooper.

Secretary, W. T. Bell.

Executive Committee, Dr. I. St. Clair, B. F. Smiley, T. D.

Adams, J. M. Lambing, Jacob Sheasley.

Dec. 19th, 20th, and 21st, 1876, was the time fi.xed for holding

the next exhibition.

W. T. Bell, Seeretary.
Franklin, Pa., March 17, 1876.

Hartford, March 20, 1876.

J. M. Wade, Esq.:

Dear Sir :—In your last number, the question is asked "how

many eggs to a pound ?" for pure White Leghorns. On reading

it at noon, I went directly to my hen-house and found fifteen eggs.

This was just what had been layed that morning. They weighed

34| ounces, or an average of 2 3-10 ounces per egg. Average

weight of seven, 16 1-10 ounces. In picking out, I found one

weighing 3^ ounces, two that weighed 6i ounces. Through years

of experience, I find my White Leghorn's eggs to average 27 to 28

ounces per dozen ; have picked out a dozen that weighed 32 onnces.

C. A. Pitkin.

importations.

Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir,—I have just received per steam ship " Germanic,"

from Rev. G. W. Joyce, Tavistock, England, one pair very fine

Dark Brahmas, they arrived in splendid condition.

Yours truly.

Mack. W. Miner.
Wyoming, In., March 13, 1876.

I have just received direct from Lewis Wright, his best pen of

Dark Brahma Chicks, |4 Pullets and Cockerel.) ihey arrived in

very good order, and are fine specimens of that variety.

Charles E. Pekrt.
Wollaston, Mass.

Exc^^^MqEs.
([[^p*Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribing- and offering for ExcUan'je ouly, will be allowed at 25 centa

for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

E^*-'To EXCHANGES FOR CASn'" Or "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASEE,"

or '"WANTED AN OFFER," etc., etc., cauDOt under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exchange or Want column.

flg^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unlefis accompanied with 25 cents.

BLACK LIST.
TTe have Peveral complaints against Wm. S. Knox, of Allegheny City. Will

Mr. Knox please explain.

G. \r. CHID'^EY, Elmira, N. Y. will exchange two pairs of Silver
Duebwing Bantams for Fancy Pigeons, or offers.

III. L. Sc Ifl. W. ORAVES, Northampton, Mass., offers eggs for

setting from high-class Light Brahmaa, Brown Leghorns, and American Bomi-
niques. in exchange for F'ancy Pigeons. What offers?

F. G. PATTERS<»IV, Portland, Me., will exchange three Blue
Carrier cocks from imported stock, and common Pigeons lor breeding, for

Light Brahma (Duke of York stock) eggs for hatching, or Guinea Pig*, or
offers.

W. H. RVTHRONE, Uncasville, Conn., will eschar geafew sit-

tings of eggs from his superior Light and Dark Brahmas, {of the most
fashionable strains,) for Brown Leghorn or Black Hamburg eggs from fowls of
equal merit. Those interested, addresis as above.

I>R. J. I>eVILIiE BENNIS, Watrousville, Tuscola Co., Mich.,
will exchange thirty splendid Light Brahma pullets, for Partridge Cochins and
Brown Leghorns. Mubt be pure, as mine are. Will also take a trio of pure
Houdans.

T. TREGOMNJi!, Box 17, Foxburg, Clarion Co.. Penn., will ex-
change a trio of Duckwing fowls, and a trio of Duckwing chicks; each took
first and special premiums at F'oxburg show. What offers? Speak quick, or
off come their heads.

N, H, JONES) Bridgeport, Conn., will exchange Dnrk Brahma hena,
Crosby's strain premium birds, two for D. B. cockerel; three for two D. B.
pullets; 3. 4 or 5 for equal number Plymouth Rock hens j 4 for trio Aylesbury
ducks ; 2 for pair Bed Barbs.

JAS. H. PHILLIPS, Coventry, N. Y., will exchange 1 pair

Partridge Cochin hens, 1874 hatch, (one Bradley, one Williams bred) ; cost

1fl2.00, for 1 pair Brown Leghorn hens, 1874 hatch, of as good strains, and
well marked.

V, G, PALITIER) Albion, N. Y., will exchange two pairs Black
Belgium or Big-Eyed Tumblers, for Yellow Carrier hen, or pair Blue Pied
Pouters. All good stock, nothing else wanted.

J. R. SHELDON, Hornellsville, N. Y., will exchange a silver-plated

Tea Sett, six pieces, as has no u^e for it, for Wright's Illustrated Poultry
Book, bound, and a first-class Light Brahma heu, dark hackle. Tea sett

worth $35. What offers.
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A. C. VAN t>ORIi:iV, Washington, N. J., will exchange 1 pair Gsime
chicks, (Strychnine and Clipper cross,) for Red or Yellow Pied Pouttrs, or

good singing Canaries,

J. H, FASSITT, 1630 Locust St., Philadelphia, Pa., will exchange
a 1 umber of Mayne lleid's and Oliver Optics books, for Fancy Pigeons ; any
kind but Tumblers.

Will. B. HARRIS, Dodgeville, Wis., will exchange an English
Beagle bitch, 1 year and ten months old. Black, White and Tan, about 14
inches high ; ears from tip to tip 1(3] inches. She is as handsome aa a picture,
for a youuff No. 1 bitch dr female whelp of same breed.

W!ft. B. HARRIS, Dodgeville, Wis., will exchange one 1 year old

RosHComb While Dorking cock for same or cockerel; ali^o three Silver Grey
Dorking hens for two Plymouth Rock pullets or hens. Must be No. 1, as

E. & C. VO < ClfLIN, Delaware City, Del., will exchange a Black
and Tan Terrier bitch, 9 months old, for Fancy Pigeons or Poultry ; or otTer.^.

Also will exchange priuting for Fancy Pigeons. Have small printinij; pre^s to

exchange ; also Hule, Square, Bevel and Spirit Level combined. Make offers I

PHIL. iW. SPRINGER, Springfield, 111., will exchange Partridge
Cochins, Pea fowls, or Light Bnilimas, for Canaries, Aylesbury Ducks, or

Terrier Pups. Offer good stock and get the same.

E. O. ANDREWS, North New Salem, Franklin Co., Mass., will ex-

change Pigeons, male Pouter, or male Hunt, for female Runt ; 1 pair premium
Pouters for White Calcutta Fans, or Black Carriers.

C. W. HOITT, Nashua, N H , will exchange one trio each for Dark
Brahmas and G. P. Ilamburgs, for Brown Leghorns or Plymouth Rocks.
Good stock only wanted.

V. C. GILMAIV, Nashua, N. H., will exchange a pair of Shepherd
pups about four months old, and a w^tch dng. (Bloodhound,) fne year old,

color black, weight 9u lbs. ; is not cross, for carriage harness worch forty-five

to fifty dollars.

cock i

EXOHINGE AND PURCHASING AGENCY, Minn.
apolis, Minn., oH'-rs fine, illustrated cards, circulars, envelopes, &c , ft

fanciers, in exchange for good Leghorns, lloudans, and otiier fowls, trios t

hens j also eggs from high class Brahmas, Coi'hins, Leghorns, Houdans, &c
(20 varieties,) for fowls, merchandise, or offers. Satisfaction given.

\r. "WOODBURY, Niagara Falls, N Y., wo
can Koiiting Machine, Florence, Victor, Wilcox & Gibbs Se«ing Mach
one Bass Rod. for Lop-eared Rabbits, Brown Leghorns, P. Ko;ks, Black Uam-
burghs, Carriers, or Pouters. What oS'ers?

FRED liUCAS, 1127 South 8th St., Philadelphia, Pa., has a No. 1

pair of Moorcaps, color black and white, 2 months old, no fnul mark, but out
of good stock, (beauties) ; will exchange them for a pair of Solid Owls, or a
good Blue i'ied Pouter hen, (booted.) None but good stock wanted, as mine
are. Write soon, or else will be sold.

HOYDEN H. '^Si^fiUDY, l.itiz, Penn., will exchange S. S. Ham-
burg, P. Rock, American Dominique, P. Cochin, or B. Leghorn eggs, for

Pekin Duck, Dark Brahma, P. Rock, or Buff Cochin eggs.

JOHN DOYLE, 115 Richmond St., Providence, R. 1

a full-blood Mastiff dog. 11 months old, value 1525, (or Light c

or Plymouth Rocks ; also oue Rabbit houud, for ferrets.

F. C. SHSi:P JflERD. Ithaca, N. Y., will exchange 1 trio S. S. Ham-
burgs, 1 trio Black Cochius, for Pouters, Caniers, or Antwerp Pigeons.

CHARLES LIPPOILD, Lancaster. Pa., will exchange Rabbits,
Guinea Pigs, one pair of B. B. Red Game Bantnms

; one pair of mated
Trumpeters, cock mottled, heo solid black, heavy booted ; one German Gold-
finch : two good Linnets, in full song ; Canaries, male and ft-male, for a G. L.

Sebright Bantam cock, or cockerel, must be A No. 1 ; or a White Owl hen, A
No. 1 ; or pair of pure White Jacobins, pearl eyes and good ruff.

H. C. WICKER, 71 West Clifford St., Providence, R. I., will ej

change one pair Blue I'ied Pouters, or one light colored cock Pouter, and
pair of White Fan^, for Browu Leghnrn'*, Ligbt or Dark Brahmas, Perkshii
or Essex Pigs, or Wright'.s Illustrated Poultry Book. My birds are very nice
s^me wanted. What offer?

GEO. M. WONSON, East Gloucester, Mass., will exchange first

premium Aylesbury Duck egg^^, for premium White or Brown Leghorn fgg

BREEDER, South Vineland, N. J., has for exchange Browu Leghorn
and Partridge Cochin eggs, for merchandise and a bronze turkey, or books
and stationery.

E.. A. THOMPSON, Basking Kidge, N. J., has 8 White Cochins (3

cockerels, 5 hens, ) 1 trio B. B. Red Games, and a Setter dog, 10 months, shot

over last winter, to exchange for any thing but live stock.

S. K. FERRIS, Stamford, Conn., would like to exchange "Doyle's
Illustrated Book of Poultry," 380 pages, 40 illustrations, for a good trio of

Plymouth Rocks; also have a fin« yellow-legged Red Pyle Game Bantam
cockerel, value $10, for offers.

THOS, STEVENSON, U Knds St., Lawrence, Mass. has a pair .A.

No. 1 Black Barbs, imported from Engl^ind last sunmier, cost S16, gold. Will

exchange for pair \Vliite African Owls, or pair black, or good family flour.

Sent ou approval, and want the same.

JOH\ B. CO\ANT & WJM.IAM ON, Springfield, 111.,

have for exchange ot e Altn Brass Horn, very fine, valned at $1% to exchange
for Parrott, Monkey, Ferrets, or a Blark and Tan Pun; also 1 sitting of
Poland eggs for fi-male Suell, red head and tail ; one male Snell for a p.,ir of

Red Jacobins. Be good.

W. V, PECK, Box 2, New Richmond, Ohio, will exchange books for

a trio of P. Rocks and trio of White Leghorns. Have Greeley's American
Conflict, SFIO ;

Grant's CampHigus, S3 ; The Four Great Powers, $3; Life of
Webster, S2 ; Chamberlin Commercial Law, «5, and many others. Will take

eggs if the others cannot 1 e turnished. Books as good iis new.

S. K, FERRIS, Stamford, Conn., wants a choice sitting of White
Cre!-ted White Polish Eggs in exchange for Eggs of White Leghorns, Dark
or Light Brahmas, Partridge or Buff Cochins, or Golden Sebright Bantams.
Stock strictly high-class, and bred with extreme care.

rjjED.
READ IKSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF ESCHAXGES.

The name and addres.'* of any person acting ai.=honestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

irested White Fan

JAMES P. HELYARU, Rancocas P. 0., Burlington Co.,N. .7.,

wants from ten to thirty Brown Leghorn hens, and two B. L rrosters. State

age. average laying, ' strain," and lowest cash prices in proportion to num-
ber purchased.

O. 'W, PLEASAN'fc S, Wright Citv, Mo., wants a choice trio each

White and Brown Leghorns, Part. Cochins, B. B. R. G. Bantams, Aylesbury

and Pekin Ducks. Write immediately, and give full particulars, as to age,

weight, quality, strains, &c.

J. AV. BROWNING, Indianapolis, lud., wants an A No. 1 Buff

cockerel, for which I will pay ©25, or more, if worth it. I advertised sonic

time since for buffs, received many replies ; bought several lots; none came
fully up to description. Want no more such.

AdvertisementsIJA]

Prom reliable parties, on any subject interesting tn Pflnciers, will be inserted

at 20 cents per line of about twelve words, each insertion in the wide column.

Kach number or initial will count as one word.
Transient advertisements, rash in advance ; six to twelve months, quarterly

in advance, or on presi-ntation of the bill.

FOK SALE.—Two pairs of crested White Pnlisli, at $5.00 per pair, if

ordered quick. G. \Y. CllIDSEY, Elmira, N. Y.

I»t.¥MOU'rH KOCItS.—First and Special Premium, at Buff.iU

1875 ; First Premium at Utica, 1875. Eggs, S2.U0 per 13.

S. S. MOKLEY, Clyde, N. Y.

FOK. SAH.E OR TRVDEforBufTs
of fine large Dark Brahmap, '75 hatch

Durkwing Bintams. one pair

re No. 1 stock—shall expect

\V. BllOUNING, Indianapolis, Ind.

GEO. T. KEDPATH, Hyde Park, Luzerne Co., Pa , -wi

change a pure white liuU Terrier Pup, 5 weeks old, or a 81ut dog, 15 i

old, for a trio of white-faced Ijhck Spanish, <yr a European Thrush, for sa
Good stock given ; same wanted.

B. HULSE, Box 23, Allentown, N. J., will exchange Shepherd Slut,
Essex pigs, eggs from 8 varieties of Fancy Poultry, Pigeons in variety; two
Ring Dove hens, for an Archangel cock, or B. B. K. Game Bantam cock, Barbs
or others.

T. J. McOANIISI>, Hollis Center, We., wants Brown Leghorns in
exchange tor plans and specifications of Poultry Hou-es, which I will give to

those intendintr to build, upon receipt of a description of locality, breed and
number of fowls to be kept. Will send plan for approval.

ANDKEW KAMSEV. Manor Station, Westmorland Co , Pa., will

exchange one double barreled shot gun, Loudon laminated steel barrels, 32
inches long, bore No. 12, weight 8^ lbs., and one young male Ferret, trained
on rats, for lop eared d^es, or Japanese tfi.kies pullets or hens.

S. K. FEKRIS, Stanul'ord, Tonn., Can ship

Eggs from choicest strains of WHITE LEGHORNS, (well-

known, popular laying strain of .1. F. Ferris, 5ll choice pedi-

gree birds,) Cochins, Brahmas, Bantams, Ducks! T.veniy

large breeding yards ! Safe transportation guaranteed '. I Ka

chwmos!!! Eggs, 20 cents each—$20 per 100 I ! Fowls, S3

to $20 each ! Write 1

1

A. MUE1-I.EK, 160 So. Broadway, Baltimore, Md , offers f.ir sale one

phir Yellow Priest", booted, .S12.00; one pair Blue Swallows, bared cock aud

bareless hen, 8815 00 ; both pair show birds.

J. P. SCHWAR'I'SK. Stall 14 Broadway Market, Baltimore, Md.,

offers for sale pair Black Swallows, $7.00 ; one pair Blue Bared Swallows,

$10. OO; one Blue twallow cock, bareless, Sll.CO. All show birds.

BUFF COCHIINS.-My entire breeding stock of this variety are for

sale one cock and five hens, (the pair that took first at Philadelphia, .laauary

1875 as chicks, included.) Price $10. .lOllN C1I.\NDLER,
Box 12, Kennett Square, Philadelphia.
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REDUCTION IN THE PRICE OF ADVERTISING.

In consoqvience of the hard times and scarcity ol

money, we have dotermiaod to put the price of adver-

tising witliin the reach of all ; also to malie the

width of column uniform with other poultry journals.

After this dite, only ten cems per line of about

eiglit words will be charged for each and every in-

HAiYIBUROS, and A YT.Ti;siSU81V
mJCKS.—.IAS. SCOKIELD. Glen Riddle, Olark's
Run, Del. Co, Ph., breeder of all varii'tie.-i of Ilum-
burt-'s and Aylesbury Ducks. Kggs in Spring, ff3

Tier 13.

G, O. BKO'WIV. Brooklandville, Md.Jias one
.air each of S. S , G. P., and Blafk Ufiinbur-s tench
von first premium at last Baltimore show), und one
lair (loldcn Pnlands (first at same showj—to exchange
>v tor sale. What offers? Immediate

HAMBU!?GS.'
JNO. & THOMAS SCOFIELD,
ri.-t and Darby Road, Phila.,

are makinR a specialty of, and have for sale, all va-
rieties of llnmburgs, from imported fowls. Egys in
Spring, S3 per 13, citrefully packed.

OUR ANIMAL FR'ENDS.
A journal published under the uu.'^pices of the

American Society for the Prevention of (.'ruelty to

Animals. Uenrv Bergh. President -SI per annum.
GKO. WILL .lOHNSTON,

Editor and Publisher,
No. 34 Elizabeth Street, New York.

FOIEKIGN COINS IN 1876.
During the Centennial, large qunntities of foreign

coins will lie circulated by visitors to the Interna-
tional Exhibition. To prevent annoyance, delay, and
l"ss, evevi-body should at once secure a copy of the
New Edition of PETERSON'S COIN BO0K,coutalning
perfect fac-simile inipres.-ions of the various Gold,
^-ilver, and other metallic coins tbroughnut the World

;

with the United States Mint value of each. The whole
being placed in pr- per order as regards the various gov-
ernments to which they belong, arranged according to

their different denominations and value. Together
with a complete index, alphabetically arr-ineed. of the
coins of each nation, and fac-similes of the State Anns
of each of the United States. Published in one folio
volume, bnund in paper, price $1, and will be sent by
mjiil, postage paid, on receipt of the price by the Pub-
lishers, T. B. Peterson & Bro., 306 Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia, Pa. Do not wait until the foreigners
arrive to purchase the needed Coin Book, but secure it

at once.

A. N. RA?IB, Lock Haven, Pa., has left with
him for sale a first class double-barreled Rifle—stub
and twist barrels, silver-mouuted, cost #60, made to
order AVrite also if you have a first-rate Setter to
exchange.

THREE SILVER CUPS AT RAI.-TIMORE SHO^W! Eggs from my cup B.B. Red
Games, and \V. C. B. Polands ; also from my choice
Houdans, L. and D. Brahmas, W. Leghorns, Game and
G. Sebright Bantams. Address

MONTVUE POULTRY YARDS,
Brooklandville, Md.

Also, Black-breasted Red Games. Eggs for hatching
Q season, *3 per sitting of thirteen. Address

W. H. IIELLENGER, Edgewood, Bucks Co., Pa.

TT. H. BRACKETT Boston, Mas*.;.,
Offers for sale at prices varying with quality of

specimen-^, Partridge Cochins of his well known prize-
winning strain; Lop-eared, Angora, Hmialayan, and
Dutch Rabbits ; Guinea Pigs, some of which are white

;

and Pigeons of mnny varieties Write for what is

wanted, and addre.ss

Care of Washington National Bank,
Boston, Mass.

CHOICE EGGS FOR HATCHING.
From high class White Cochin, Light Brahma, and

Plymnutb Hock fowls, winners at the exhibition of the
" Miiino Poultry Association," of forty-one premiums,
iriciudiny; silver pitcher, salver, and six cups. My eggs
arc harching finely this season. I warrant every egg
to reach its desfiuMtion in safety. Address

JOHN A. LORD, Kennebunk, Maine.

SUPERIOR LIGHT BRAHJUAS.
Eggs for hatching securely packed and expressed at

S2.0U per 13 eggs. A few No. 1 birds yec for sale.

J. A. ROBERTS,
Paoli, Chester Co., Pa.

HAIWBIIRGS.—Goldcn-ppangled and Silver-

penciled, having made tliree impnr ations during the
last four years 1 can itow spare a tew trios of good
birds; also, B. B. iled Game Bantam cockerels. Eggs
$4 per dozen.

I'. TAYLOR, Oakdale, Delaware Co., Pa.

FRUIT REGION POULTRY YARDS.
Eiri^N Tor Hatcliiii<Jr from high class Ply-

mouth Rocks, P. Cochins, \V. Leghorns, S.S.audG.S.
Uamburgs. Eggs, i'd per 13.

A. KEPIIART & BROS.,
Berrien Springs, Mich.

A TRIO CHICKS
given awav for the largest order of Eggs up to July
Send for price list. ABRAUA.M PERRY,

Monroe, N. Y.

\V. H. CUNNINGHAM,

Chenango Bridge, Broome County, N. Y.

BREEDER OF FIRST-CLASS

WIlITt; LKGPIORNS.
EffKs, S2.00 per dozen.

EAGLE POULTEY YAEDS.
OLIVER D. SCHOCK, Propmeior, Uamburg, Berks

Co., I'a.

Egj^-s from premium birds of the following; varieties,

at S3.00 piT setting of Vi, 2 for «d nU, warratited fresli

and genuine :— Daric and Liirlit Bratimas ; Hurt and
Partridge Cochins, and White-Facfd Black Spanish.
My fowls took leading premiums thi.s season in this

section. Truly, OLIVKR D. SCHOCK.

STYLISH

BROWN LEGHORNS.
Eggs, $3.00 per dozen.

Dr. a. M. DICKIE, Doylestown, Pa.

LIGHT BRAHMAS,
EXCUUSIVEUY.

Pedigree Birds. My stock that I sell eggs from is

first class. Corre^pcndence cheerfully and promptly
answered without stamp. Write

J. F. SHEARER, Oil City, Pa.

WOOr-CUTS OF FOWLS, PIGEONS,

AND LIVE STOCK GENERALLY.

Having permanently engaged an artist and engraver,

I am prepared to furnish, on short notice and true to

life, wood-cuts of Fowls, Pigeons and other Pets, at

reasonable prices.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

FOR SAl,!!.—A fine lot of Dark Brahmas at
American Dontiniques. Reference to pedigree if r

quired. Eggs in season at $3.00 per setting. Nocirci
lars. Address A. R. GALLOWAY,

Monroe, Orange Co., N. Y.

IINTENDING to clo.se out my Partridge Cochins,
I offer one cock, tliree fine cockerels, twelve bens aud
pullets. Choice stock ; very low.

It; A. GRANT, Jr.

Tarr>town,N. T.

ACMOND-
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FANCIEIIS' AGENCY, W. J. STANTON, MANAGER, 12 CORTLAND STREKT, N. Y.
IMPOHTTSnS AT^D VFAr.EKS JJV JUGS CX./S.<J PTOKOyS ANli TOYS OF ALL TAliTKTlES,

PIUEON FEED AND FIXTURES OF AT.L KINDS, SALT CAT, A PREVENTATIVE OF CANKER AND OTHER DISEASES OF PIGEONS.
liOng's Atrophy Lozcngos', A Preventive of WostliiK-away or "Goliie Light'' In Pigeons. Pigeon Books, d:c.

PIGEONS BOUGHT AND SOLD ON COMMISSION AT REASONABLE RATES.

A. G. HARI-OW & CO., North RiilKewav,

N. Y., bn-c-dors nf Aldern'-y i-nttl^Hnd Utrlisliire Pig.s

:

al.io Piirtri lee Cocliin and Wliite Leghorn fowls, and
Kouen Lucks \Vrite, enclosing stamp, for prices.

THE HUMANK JOURNAL.
V monthly paper devoted to the proper treatment of

mb creatures. §1 per annum. Address

HUMANE JOURNAL,
lo'> Uashington %U. Ohicnjrn, 111.

l»I^VITIOUTH KOCKS AN© BLACK-
BtlKASTEU KED GAMES.

"We are breeding from Tvell selected birds of the
above varieties, and are prepared to furnish Eggs fir

hatching for the Centennial Year. Our Plymouth
Itoeks took first and special at the Norfhwfstern Penn-
sylvania Poultry Show, held at Meadville, December
2'i. 23, 24. and 25, 1875, and cannot be excel ed any-
where. Games.—We are breeding an imported rock
with choif-e imported and mated bens. Orders booked
now. Plymouth Kock E^gs, $5 per sitting of thirteen.

Ulack-breasted Red Game Eggs, $4 per sitting of
thirteen. Address

WASSON & CO.,Corry, Pa.

JOURNAL AGENCY,
R-^tablisbed for the oonvpniMtice of those of our snh-

Sf-riber.'* and friends, who desire to avail themselves of
the advantages of dealing with fim hajifJ.t, either as
bui/er or seller. T\'e will supply auytbiugat the market
price, and many things below that prii^e ; our profits

being the commission allowed us by the denier. Sati.-!-

f.'Ctionffuaranteed. Correspondence accompanied with

stamp, cheerfully answered. Address
UOWAUD I. IRELAND. Camden, N. J.

H.tVANA, N. Y.—Sendl0,15,20,or25cents,
and 1 wdl send you a packnge with full directions, and
you will never regret tbe trouble. 1 do not make any-
thing out of the matter, only to impart good. Will
have it for sale at 125. per lb., and ^ lb. will be enough
for a season, if used judiciously.

Respectfully, F. P. BUTTS.

WHITE LEGHOEl^S,
Winners wherever exhibited. Fend for circular con-

taining list of premiums won at Chicago, Utica, Detroit,

Itliaca, and Elmira, and price of egtrs.

NEWrON ADA.MS, Utica, N. Y.

PLYMOUTH ROCKS.
Winners of first or second prizes, at Chicago, Utica,

.nd Eimira. Eggs from same stock I breed from my-
elf, $3.00 per 13.

NEWTON ADAMS, Utica, N. T.

PRAIRIE LiNDS!
Send your address on Post.vl Card to L.\nd Commts-

siONER B. & M. R. R., BuRLiAGTON, Iow.\, and receive

FREE, copy of Iowa and Nebraska Farmer, with Chart
of Lands.

IF YOU AVANT EGGS from pure-bred
White Leghorn fowls call on or address the under-
signed. Only SI per dozen. I'edigree given if desired.

D. GILl'IN, Concordville, Del. Co., Pa.

WHY NOT EXCHANGE?
There is hardly a person but what has some article

of value, useless to them, that might, if exchanged

with some one similarly situated be made available.

This can be done for 25 cents, through the FANCIERS'

JOURNAL, published by JOS. W. WADE, Hartford,

Conn. Every Poultry and Pigeon Fancier, Sports-

man, and Stock Breeder should send TEN cents for a

specimen copy.

CUIOAGO, CENTRAI. CONNErXI-
OUT, AND WE>TERN MASS.

My Dominique Leghorn chicks took first at all above
during the winter, and also all the specials : one of the
hens I own having taken 1st at Central Conmcticut in
1S74. Eggs, S^3.nn per dozen, or *5 for two dozen.

Address F. M. MOELLRR,
Lock Box 8. Plymouth, Mass.

White Crested White, and White Crested Black, and
Black African Bantams. Have purchased E. S. Ong-
ley's entire stock of Bantams. Eggs from the above,
!J?5.00 per dozen. Addres with stauip,

D. FRANK ELLIS, Cambridge, Mass.

THE HEADQUARTERS FOR

PLYMOUTH EOCKS
in Pennsylvania, are at

PINE RUIV POULTRY YARBS.
Eggs to hatch, $3 per dozen. Orders received noi

(No circulars.) A. .VI. DICKIE, M. D.,
Doylestown, Pa.

CHEAP AND RELIABLE.
EGGS from three vards of Steel Grev (\\illianis' an

Sharplcss'l Daik i!rahin»s. Also, a f.-w clutches froi

M'hitecrested Bliick I'olands. 92.00 per 15.

Kev. U. MYEIIS, Turbitville,

Northumberland Co., Pa.

HOJHjYG FIGEOjY.
ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

AND METHOD OF TRAINING.

By TV. B. TEGETMEIIiK.

Price 75 cents, free by mail.

Addri'ss FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

SEAL'S AQUARIA DEPOT.

•WILLIAM P. SEAL,

No. 623 Aicli Street, Plilladelplila,

"n'holsale and Retail Dealer in

TANK AND BELL GLASS AQUARIA,

FISU GLOBES, AQUATIC PLANTS,

GOLD AND OTHER FANCY FISH.

Etc., Etc., Etc.

fl®^Aquaria constructed and stocked on scientific

principles.

mOORE'S WORK ON PIGEONS.-Onc

of the most complete works ever published, and yet

the cheapest. Price, in paper covers, 30 cents ; in

cloth, 50 cents. The recipe for "salt cat" alone is

worth the money. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

SILVER PHEASANTS.
Eggs of the above birds at S15 per sitting of 1.3, at

LOUIS WAEFELAER. Iloboken, N. J.

Write quick, if yo

3t I Jay St., Baltimore, Md.

EGGS FOR. HATCIIIISG.
DARK BRAHMAS, LIGHT BRAHMAS,

PLYMOUTH ROCKS,
tf Rev. F. M. GRAY, Seaside, Staten Island, N. Y.

PEKIN BUCKS, $10 PER PAIR.
EGGS, SB per dozen. Black Breasted Red Gan

iggs, S3 per dozen. S. P. BULLAS,
170 Dyer St , Providence, R. I.

FOR SALE LOW.
Four cockerels, 11 hens and pullets, D. Brahmas ; 1

cock and 3 pullets, S. S. Haniburgs ; 1 fine large cock,
1 hen, and 1 pullet, P. Cochins ; one crckerel, 8 hons
and pullets, W. Leglmrns. Eggs for hatching from
these varieties, ff3 p^-r 13.

E. S. ANDREWS, Box 474, Orange, N. J.

EXCLUSIVELY.

Eggs from my premium stock at three dollars per
sitting.

A few more choice fowls and chicks for sale at fair

prices.

Reference.—Reports of exhibitions throughout New
England for the last four years.

E. C. ALDRICII, Hyde Park, Mass.

C. WERCKSHAGEN,
49 NortU Ninth Street, Pliiladelpliia,

(Successor to Wm. A, Henry,)

MANUFACTURER OF EXHIBITION CAGES, FOR
FOWLS, PIGEONS AND PETS.

Dealer in Song and Ornamental Birds in great

variety ; also. Aquariums and Kockwork, Gold and

Silver Fish, etc., etc.

^SBRAHirrA FOTVIi."—This excellent work

ought to be in the hands of every Fancier of Asiatic

Fowl. Colored plates. tSent postage paid, on receipt

of $2.50. FANCIERS' JOURNAL,
Hartford, Conn.

FANCIERS' PRINTING.

We beg to state to our Patrons that we shall soon

be comfortably settled in our new quarters, and pre-

pared, as usual, to do all kinds of

FANCIKRS' JOB PRINTING.

Send in your orders to

FANCIERS' JOURNAIi,

Hartford, Conn*
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WORK AND THINK.
Work, hovs, work, it is iiselr'^s to lie talking,

My lalior not by prayer nations ilirive
;

If bees in summer hours.

Only buzzed aroiinit the flowers,

There never would be honey in the hive.

Think, boys, think, the mind improves by thinking.

And freely criticises everything,

Untrnmmelcd by tradition.

Unchained by superstition,

Kegardless of Pope, President, or King.

On, hoys, on, the world expands before you,

And Nature the true goddess leads the way,
Over mountain and through hollow,

Her foot-prints boldly follow.

She never yet was known to lead astray.

Courage, boys, courage, though bigots may assail you,

Their curses and their prayers are in vain,

They may crush down by oppression,

But they cannot stop progression.

Evolving from the hand and the brain.

Peter Peppercorn.

A LUCKY DIVER.

In a recent-published book, entiiled"LogBookof aFisherman,"

hy Frank Buckland, the writer gives the experience of a Whits-

tablo diver:

Mr. Wood made his first real start in life by an extrordinary,

and, as it turned out, a very lucky, piece of diving. If the reader

will look at the map of Ireland, he will see that outside of Belfast

Lough, .and a little to the southwest, opposite Donaghadee, are

situated the Copeland Islands. It so happened that a Whitstable

man was a coast-guardsman in this district. He heard a legend

that a ship laden with a heavy cargo of silver had been wrecked

off the Copeland Islands some half-a centurj' ago. He therefore

communicated with some of his friends at Whitstable who were

divers. Accordingly Mr. Wood and four others put their diving

dresses on board a vessel, and sailed from Whitstable to Donagha-

dee. The story they heard when they got to their destination

was, that the wrecked vessel was in the slave-trade, and that she

had on board a large number of slaves when she struck on the

rock, and also a considerable sum of money in the form of sil ver

dollars. Nothing would h.ive been known of the wreck having

taken place had not somebody discovered human legs projecting

above the surface of the water. It appears that the people on

board the ship had tried to escape, having first filled their shirt-

sleeves with dollars ; but in getting up the rocks many of them

had fallen hack and come to an untimely end, as the weight of the

dollars had kept their heads under water. No one had ever dis-

turbed the wreck since the vessel went down. So Mr. Wood and

his friends set to work to find out where she was. They put on

their diving dresses, and for two or three days walked about to

and fro at the bottom of the sea in about forty feet of water,

searching for the treasure. This they dirl by clearing .away the

weeds and turning over ihe stones with crowbars, and feeling for

the dollars with their hands, as the water was too thick to see.

Tha wood part of the wreck itself had entirely perished, through

lapse of time and the ravages of the se.a-worms. After along and

careful search, at last they came upon the dollars. They were

mostly spread about among the stones. But many had slipped

down among a heap of iron ore which had formed the ballast of

the ship. Many of the dollars were worn thin by the Action of

the water. Some were lying separate, others in great lumps, like

rocks, soldered together by iron. In some cases, certainly, this

iron had been handcuflfs used for the slaves. Some days the divers

got two hundred dollars, some times three hundred, sometimes a

thousand ; the best day they got five thousand

—

i. e., .£1000. In

all, the number of dollars they got up from the wreck was about

twenty-five thousand, which, when reduced to English pounds,

equals £5,000.

When hunting among the wreck for the dollars, Mr. Wood had

some curious underwater adventures. One of the divers com-

plained that he was annoyed by a lobster, and couldn't work. Mr.

Wood learned the whereabouts of the lobster, and went down af-

ter him. He soon discovered Mr. Lobster sitting under a rock,

looking as savage as a lobster can look. His feelers were pointed

well forw.ard, and he held out his two great claws wide open, in a

threatening manner. Wood, knowing the habits of lobsters, offer-

ed his fellow his crowbar, which he immediately nipped with his

claws. Then, watching his opportunity, he passed the signal-line

over the lobster's tail, made it fast, and signaled to the men above

to "haul away." Thus they did, and instantly away went Mr.

Lobster, flying up through the water into the air above, with his

claws still expanded, and as scared as a lobster could be. A great

congcr-eel also paid the divers a visit. He was an immense fellow,

and kept swimming round Wood, but would not come near him.

Wood was afraid of his hand being bitten, as a conger's bite is very

bad. He once knew a diver whose finger was seized by a conger.

The brute took all the flesh clean off the man's finger. A conger

is a very dangerous animal to a man when diving in the water.

However, this conger kept swimming round about Wood. So he

took his clasp-knife out and tried to stab him ; but the conger

would not come near enough to be "knifed." It was a long while

before the conger would go away. And even after he had gone

away. Wood could not go on working, because he was not sure

that the brute was really gone for good, and he might have come

out of some corner at any minute and nipped his fingers.

" Here's your money, boy, and now tell me why your rascally

master wrote eighteen letters about that contemptible sum 7"

" I'm sure, sir, I can't say ; but if you'll excuse me, sir, I sort o'

reckon 'twas because seventeen didn't fetch it."

" If Smith undertakes to pull my ears," said Jones, " he will

just have his hands full, now." The crowd looked at the man's

ears, and thought so, too.
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PoJlJF^Y DEf=i\F\J|VIEfJj.

(For Fancier's Journal.)

A LAY FROM MY POULTRY-YARD.

A LEAF FROM A DIAKY.

I had a flock of chickens,
The sweetest little thinjra,

With tiny coats of creamy down,
And little hints of wings.

And bills like finest ivory,

From Indian jungles brought.
And slender, polished legs, that seemed

Carnelian finely wrought.

How round and bright their heady eyes.

And cunning sidelong peep.

As 'neath their clucking mother's wings
They nestled down to sleep !

How sweet their chirping twitter

As they clustered at her side

;

How nimbly on her slippery back
They hopped up for a rule !

Oh, it wouhl take the graphic pen
Of a Hawthorne or a Dickens,

To picture half the beauties

Of my charming little chickens!

Ah, vain was all my tender care

!

Wild March, with stormy breath.

Breathed o'er my little nurselings.

Three slept the sleep of death

—

And three of those stern March had spared
In one sad, baleful hour,

A cruel, wicked, murderous cat

Did ruthlessly devour

!

More earnestly the rest I strove

To shield from hurt and harm.
And fortune seemed to favor me

—

The air grew soft and warm.
I deemed them safe, when—one by one

—

To crown the sad mishaps,
The remnant of my little flock

Fell victims to the gaps !

Alas ! alas ! all words arc vain
To picture my dismav

;

And vainer still, poor Mother Hen,
Thy sorrow to portray

—

A voiceless, tearless Niobe,
By Fate's fell arrow stricken.

Thou standest by the empty coop.
Bereft of every chicken !

No need for me, at noon and eve.

The dainty crumbs to bring

;

No need for thee, poor lonely hen,
To spread the .'sheltering wing.

I gaze around, and o'er my eye
A dewy dimness thickens,

And, with bereft Macduff, I cry,
" What ! all my pretty chickens ?

"

(For Fanciers' Journnl.)

GAME FOWLS.
Game fowls are the aristocrats of the poultry yard. With

their graceful form, handsome carriage, fine feather, and undenia-

ble courage, who can help admiring them'? And then we must

not overlook their useful qualities. Good layers, although not

rivaling some other breeds perhaps, whose only redeeming qual-

ity is in their egg production, their eggs being of the finest

known quality. The best of sitters, steady and careful, differing

from some of the Asiatics in the fact that they do not care to sit

regularly after laying five or six eggs, and then when they bring

off their young, almost always coming off with a good percentage,

there are no equals, as mothers. Always on the alert for any

lurking intruder, they are ready to fight for their young, gener-

ally coming off victorious, too. Then when they come to matu-

rity they can be caught and dressed at any time, always being

plump and fat, and a fit subject for the palate of the epicure.

Look for a moment at their exquisite feathering. A¥hat can be

more pleasing to look upon than the rich and glistening plumage

of the Black Breasted Red, or any of the less common varieties ?

The courage and fighting qualities of the Game fowl which are

something remarkable, is not to be passed over. For my part I

had just as soon see a good Game-cock fight as to eat a good

dinner, of which I am very fond. There are, I very well know,

persons who can stand up (or sit down as to that) and preach

against cock-fighting, but such persons I should not care to trust

with my pocket-book. In connection with the subject of cock-

fighting, let me relate a little anecdote. One Sunday, while

i-ccuporating from the lalors of the week, I noticed a cock in the

yard above us, walking out towards the street where another

cock was crowing, ready to give battle. They did not get near

enough to " strike," however, for the owner of the first bird,

having heard their noise, came out and drove his bird back. One

of the ladies who was sitting with us exclaimed: "Oh! dear!

What did he come out and drive in his rooster for? " Taken as

a whole. Games are, I think, (and I hope that many of the read-

ers of the Journal will side with me) the only fowl that will

" fill the bill " every time. I have been very much interested in

reading "Will. Burleighs" papers relating to Game fowls, in his

articles on " Youthful Follies," and hope that he will give some

more of his pleasant and instructive articles at no late date.

Black Red.

THE MALLARD DUCK.
ET O. D. FOULKS.

Genus Anas embraces two species : the common Mallard or

Green Head {Anas boschas), and the Black or Dusky Duck, [Anas

Obscura). Mallard : head and neck bright grass green, with a

violet gloss ; a white ring encircles the middle of the neck, below

which, and on the fore part and sides of the breast, the color is a

dark brownish chestnut ; under parts and scapulars grey, undu-

lated with minute lines of brown. Back, reddish brown; rump,

black, glossed with a bluish green ; speculum purplish violet,

terminated with black. Length of drake, about twenty-three

inches; stretch of wings, about thirty-seven inches.

F'rom this species originated all the domestic varieties, and pre-

senting one of the rare cases where the original is known of a

domestic animal. Still there are several marked differences. In

the wild state the Mallard always pairs, and during the period of

incubation the male, although he takes no part in the process,

always keeps in the neighborhood of the female; half breeds,

between the wild and tame varieties, always exhibit the same

habit. Now the domestic drake is entirely the opposite. Every

one who has had the care of ducks, cannot fail to have noticed

how an old drake will fight and drive the younger ones in his en-
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deavors to obtain as many wives as possible. A domestic drake

is also a greedy, selfish animal, never welcoming the females to

enjoy any delicacies, but like some men, gobbles it all himself;

neither does he strive in their defense, but takes wing or paddles

away at the first approacli of danger. Another difference be-

tween the wild and tame Mallard is to bo found in the much

broader, harder and more horny feet of the latter.

The Mallard is a migratory duck, passing to the north in the

spring to breed; in the autumn they return southward, scatter-

ing over the western lakes and prarie ponds as well as over the

eastern bays, rivers and sea coast. As a general thing the nest

is placed upon the ground among reeds or sedge grass near the

water; but sometimes holes are appropriated, and even hollow

trees and logs, but this is rare. The eggs are not uniform in

number, varying from eight to fourteen. The young are covered

with a light grey down, and shortly after the little ducklings ex-

tricate themselves from their brittle covering, they are led to the

water by the female; here they are joined by the male, who

swims behind acting in the capacity of a rear guard.

Mallards were once very abundant around the head waters of

the Chesapeake, but of late years, from some unknown cause,

they have almost entirely abandoned these once favorite feeding

grounds.

Another peculiarity of this' bird is the wonderful change of

plumage which the dr.ake undergoes. The molting commences

about the middle of May; the breast and back of the drake then

exhibit the first appearance of change of color, next the curled

feathers in the tail drop out, and grey feathers appear in the

green around the eyes, then the change becomes rapid, until by

the first of July, every feather of the once brilliant plumage has

disappeared, and the drake has received the brown, spotted and

streaked garb of the female, only a shade or two darker. There

is not the slightest clue offered by which we can trace this strange

phenomenon, nor can we understand the cause which produces

this wonderful change of ])Iumage. All that we can say is, that

once a year, from the middle of May to the first of July, there is,

neither in the poultry yards of civilized man nor through the

vast rauge of nature, a single drake in that plumage which, at

other seasons of the year, is so remarkable for its splendor.

About the middle of August this brown plumage begins to drop

off and by the first of October he again appears in his brilliantly

magnificent dress.

—

Practical Farmer.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE BRAHMAS AT SPRINGFIELD.
To say that the show of Brahmas, at the Consolidated Exhibi-

tion at Springfield, was the best ever made in America, is but true

and probably was the best ever made in the world. Your corrcs

pondent acting as judge, found it the grandest clsss he ever was

called to examine, and the task not an easy one to award the

prizes satisfactorily.

The glass in the hall was colored, and red predominating in it

cast a reddish color on all white birds.

In considering the disadvantage of light, the judge conceived

it safest to judge the birds in the light, letting it have its effect on

all, rather than to allow for its effect, for should he forget in any

case to make its allowance it would militate against such speci-

mens, so it will be seen that each and every specimen, won richly

all the score they got, and no doubt by their owners, in some

cases the jiidge was thought severe.

The coops were far too small and did not show the

birds to advantage, for they could not stand naturally in them,

which made it necessary to remove each bird to a large coop,

which was done, thus subjecting each bird to the same light and

conditions while being scaled. The judge scaled in Light Brah-

mas, 20 Fowls, and 29 Chickens, and in Dark Brahmas, 8 Fowls,

and 20 Chickens. The cards, as in pairs, .scaling the most indi-

cating the prize birds. But to make bis position sure before an-

nouncing the awards, Geo. G. Johnson and A. V. Amidon were

called in as umpires on Light Brahmas, and H. G. Fclch on Dark

Brahams, who ratified the decision of the judge. Mr. Johnson

scoring the pair receiving 1st in Lights, and agreeing within one-

h.alf a point with the scaling of the judge. There was much

fault-finding and many harsh remarks made of the judgment,

and it was to be expected when we consider that the 1st prize birds

of Brooklyn, Bristol, Portland, Spencer, Koribampton, Ulica,

the Grand National and many other exhibitions were competing

for the three prizes in each class, and with the fact of 77 speci-

mens being scored and the poorest of the scaling 874 points, the

best 96 points, is it strange when the three best pairs in Lights

scaled IS.i, I85J, and 186, that the owner of each should believe

his was the best. You could see as pairs there was little or no

difference. The criticisms were, as is usually the case, based on

individual tastes and not on the standard. For instance, one

called the judge to account for cutting his Cockerel entered 42I|-

points in the tail when said Cockerel did not show his sickel

feathers at all, but they were then under the coverlets, and the tail

was small and rounded in like a Cochin's. The 1 st prize bird was

cut 1 in the tail because his sickles run up straight, and the tail was

pinched a little; both of these Uiilswere elegant in color. Now read

the description of the Standard : "Full, well spread, carried toler-

ably upright, and well filled underneath with soft, curling feathers,

sickclfeathers short and spreading laterally, &c." People are too

apt to consider their own taste as the embodiment of the Stan-

dard, and when they are asked to apply the Standard to answer

as did the above individual. "That that was the tail they were

going for in his section, and that he should continue to breed to it

regardless of the Standard;" this he certainly has the right to do,

but he has no right to censure the judge because he docs not in it

see the results required by the Standard.

The comb of the Cockerel in pen 6,'j7 was a matter of much

comment, but let us consider this. The Standard gives you a

perfect comb, and by aclual measurement we find that a comb,

which is in height just one-half the distance from the top of the

head to the lower line of the lower jaw fills the bill exactly.

Now, the Cockerel 657 had a comb that was straight and firm

on his bead and had every one of the 17 serration; the back

of the comb was on a line with the center, and while the rear

point did not fall below the center it did not rise above. The

comb was just two-tbirds the width of the head high, which will

be seen was one-sixth of the width of the head too high, for

coarseness and size of ihis comb, he was cut 2-J points or 31| per

cent, of the whole. Entry No. 421 had a comb that turned in a

ceral to the right, thus crinkling all tliree of the serrations. This

comb was cut 3. Your judge cannot see any injustice in his ac-

tion. With these two specimens another seeming injustice, y'vL.:

the cutting of tails 2 points, when it seemed all right in color, is

accounted for as follows: In the meeting of the Judges before

commencing their work, it was remarked that at Chicago 5 birds

received 1st prizes whose tails had no sickel-feathers in them, and

it was considered by the judges at Springfield, that the absence of

sickle feathers should be cut 2 points, the same as sickels that

showed white, and your judge wishes to say in his class, there

were 8 Cockerels in which he found no sickles or found them broke

off one inch from the " apex vertebrata," and the stubs were

white.

Of the 8 best Light Brahma chickens none were cut in condi-

tion except the 1st prize Pullet. She was as white naturally as

any pullet on exhibition but being dingy with dust she was cut one

for condition. The 1st prize pair were 2 lbs. over weight, thus

getting a credit of excess of 2 points, but the dirt made the pul-
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let less attractive, and thus drew censiire on the judge by some.

Again tlie second best Cockerel had legs that turned in slightly,

very little, however, and was cnt 2 points, but he weighed 13 lbs ,

getting a credit for extra weight of 3 points. Now visitors ex-

claimed that the judge gave the preference to this specimen to the

disadvantage of the Cockerel tliat was second in the regular

award when the best latter only weighed lOj lbs., and had not as

good a coinb as the 13 lbs. Cockerel. Visitors do not consider

these differences in weight and censure where they have little

right to do so.

Some found fault because a specimen wascut in symmetry,when
it stood upright like a game but had a breast that was flat, yet

broad, and followed up the censure with the remark, " What sta-

tion the bird has." I think station belongs to the game class.

No specimen can be full in symmetry and not be full in breast and

body but a bird can be full in breast and body and not

be full in symmetry, if the color be all right. There were

not 5 specimens that literally filled the Standard in breast

and body, which is, " FitU, broad, and round, and carried well for-

ward." And in the case cited above the judge could see no rea-

son to change his award.

Visitors invariably compare the poor specimens of one coop with

the good one of atiotlier when they are disposed to criticise, but

when birds are exhibited as single specimens then all this trouble

and harsh criticism falls to the ground. If visitors would look to

the score cards to ascertain the merits of specimens they would

see then which is the best specimen of the exhibition, and in the

Springfield Exhibition they were found there in coops not win-

ning in the regular class.

For instance, in the Light Brahma class of Chickens:

Entry No. 657 won 1st prize, scoring 187, and was the best

as a pair.

Entry No. 727 won 2d.

Entry No. 421 won 3d.

Entry No. 724 was 4th, as a pair.

Entry No. 209, in which was the best Cockerel, was disqual

fied on account of his mate, a black-back hen.

In Fowls—C. C. Plaisted won 1 ; P. Williams 2 and 3. But

had the awards been made on Light Extras, they would have

been as follows :

Cocks—C. C. Plaisted I, score 94i; P. Williams 2; F. O.Bailey

3 ; P. Williams 4.

Hens— 1 and 2 to P. Williams tind 3d to C. C. Plaisted. Thus
you see the 1st cock and 3d hen won 1st prize ; the best ben and

2d cock won 2d prize and 2d hen and 4th cock won 3d prize.

Chickens—Cockerels :

Entry 210, 1st, scoring 96 points.

Entry 427, 2d best, scoring 934- points.

Entry 6.57, 3d best, scoring 92^ points.

Entry 421, 4th best, scoring 91j points.

Entry 724, 5th best, scoring 915- points.

Pullets :

Entry 724, 1st, scoring 94 points.

Entry 6.57, 2d, scoring 934^ points.

Entry 421, 2d, scoring 93| points.

Entry T. H. Allhech Pullet, 4th, scoring 92^ points.

Entry 727, 5th, scoring 9\\ points.

And you see the 3d Cockerel .and 2d Pullet winning 1st prize

as a pair ; the 5th Cockerel and 1st Pullet taking 2d prize, and

the 4th Cockerel and 3d Pullet winning 3d prize, while the 1st

and 2d best Cockerels win nothing. We will never see the time

when a Judge can satisfy all till we show single birds. Were a

man to believe what he heard as he went around through the

different classes Friday morning he would be astonished to learn

that there was not an honest judge employed by the Consolidated

Exhibition at Springfield

The magnificent hen in the 1st prize coop carried to the front

with her a cock go :d in front but little faulty in color.

While the 2d prize pair was "worthier" and merited. The 3d
prize birds being a fine pair which, but for the white in the flights

of the cock, would have won 1st prize. The awards in this class

called out but little criticism. The belle of the clttss of Chickens

being the Pullet exhibition by Mr. Lamb, of Chicago, her mate
failing to have points enough to place her among the winners,

although she scaled herself 95t5^ points, the evil again of showing

in p.iirs. In closing I will say that when one docs jtidge an ex-

hibition " By the imperative demands of the American Standard of
excellence, laying aside all personal prejudice and preconceived

tastes," he must not find fault, nor do I in this case, if for the

time of their disappointment the owner of specimens docs censure

him. Fraternally yours,

I. K. Felch.

No. 3.

THE EGYPTIAN MODE OF RAISING CHICKENS,

is a very simple one, and it could be imitated in this country, per-

haps to good advitntage, and no doubt on a considerable scale, in

the hot season, any where, or at the extreme south during seven

or eight months in the year. "The first thing however, to do

towards cooking your trout," s.ays quaint Izaak Walton, "is to

catch him." And intelligent Californians have a proverb among
them advising that " you secure your bear, before you offer to sell

his skin."

In this view, we add that the first thing to perform in the raising

of chickens, in small or large quantities, is to successfully hatch

them. The Bermeans do this on an enormous scale. How they

do it, is a matter that must be studied attentively, and experi-

mented upon largely, before the American breeder will bo able to

do it as they succeed with it. But—given the chickens in hand—
successfully hatched, the mode adapted in Berme to raise them is

by no means complicated, since they do this, by the million there.

But they have a vast advantage over us in the temperature of

their warm climate, to begin with. In Europe or America, even

if it were easy at any one time to collect several hundred thousand

eggs suitable for hatching, (which is hardly possible,) and if we
were then able to so manipulate them in the incubators, or pro])erly

prepared " ovens," or heating houses, as to get out even five or

ten thousand at a time, what could we do—in many of our cold

localities—with so many chickens, produced on the same day ?

What must become of the poor little creatures, fresh from their

shells, without mothers to brood and shelter and keep them from

perishing in infancy "i

"Artificial mothers " are already invented, replies the maker

of incubators. We are aware of this fact. But how far will

those machines go toward the desired end, when we are speaking

of what is to be done for tens of thousands of chicks, possibly to

be produced 'i "Multiply the number of machines?" Very good.

But this would not remedy the objection, in our wet, cold days

and nights, while in Egypt, it scarcely ever rains, and the climate

is constantly sufliciently warm to permit of dispensing with

"mothers," natural or artificial. They do not use them there, at

all, and thus they can raise chickens in quantities as we can not.

M. Reaumer tried many experiments, upon a larger or lesser

scale, to provide for the broods of young chicks which he hatched

from time to time by artificial heat ; and his " hot beds " and
" equally heated chambers," were the most successfully carried

out, for this purpose. In his day the means of heating an apart-

ment with steam-pipes was of course unknown. He used stoves

in the center of his rooms, keeping up a regular heat, graduated

The Dark Brahmas were a fine class.
I

attentively from the indications of the thermometer, and never
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intentionally exceeding a temperature of 60 to 70 degrees—by

ni};lit or by day.

He was thus able to rear large numbers of chickens, untd they

ivereold cnon|j;h to bear the climate out of doors. The.se, at an eirly

age, were killed off for market or table use, and answeicd the

purposes of his long tried experiments. But our breeders in this

country have never yet given the time or attention to this sub|Ott

that De Iluaumcr did—a hundred and twenty years ago, and thty

probably never will. So wcmake no recommendations to Amen
can fanciers, on this score, and have only referred to the mattf i of

artificial chicken-raising briefly, with a few quotations from the

old work we started with, as items of curiosity in their wi\

That chickens can be multiplied among us artificially, and that

they can be reared through means similar to those long in \ogue

among Egyptians, there is little question. That hundreds of

batches of chickens are nowadays hatched and raised, at least to

goodly marketable size in America, we are assured is the fact by

those who have in the last three or four years used the Yankee

"incubators," invented by our people in Now York, and Boston.

How this may continue to be increased, by advancing knowledge

and experiments in the use of these machines, or how we may

improve upon these modes by and bye, as we become more en-

lightened and more skillful in this direction, remains to bo seen.

But on the principle that "which man Aas done, man i/ia/y do,"

we sec no reason to doubt that sooner or later we shall be able to

turn out chickens by the hundred or thousand, artificially, as easily

as we now produce the clutches of dozens or scores, by the natural

method. And whenever we reach such proficiency in getting the

chicks out of their shells in quantities, successfully, there is no

doubt that we shall also with the at present known modes of

heating their quarters evenly and appropriately, during their young

days—be able to contrive to raise them to advantage, and subse-

quent profit.
«--•

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE SHANGHAI.
The shanghai is a pretty bird.

He wakes us in the morning
With dulcet sweets so long drawn out,

To tell us day is d.iwning.

The milkman rings his little bell

To otart us from our sleeping.

Then too, there is the big fire bell,

Its fearful "boom, boom" keeping.

But the shanghai beats them both for noise,

He's never tired of calling,

His "cook-a-doodle-doodle d-r-r-r;

—

"Get up I tell you it's morning.

In armies and in navies too.

The reville is sounded.
And always in the good hotel,

The Chinese gong is pounded.
E'en the iron horse witli noise and jar,

And whistle, din and rattle

Cannot compare with notes sometimes
Drawn by the feathered cattle.

Yes I the shanghai beats them all for noise,

When in his tones of thunder
He calls ti-n thousand times a day ;

—

"Who'll feed me next, I wonder-r-r-r r-r."

The ghost of Noah Webster came to a spiritual medium in

Alabama, not long ago, and wrote on a slip of paper :
" It is tite

times." Noah was right, but we are sorry to see he has gone
back on his dictionary.

When an Indiana girl gets tired of a lover and determines to

dismiss him, she do,esn't throw much fresco work into her speech
" I guess you can pull oft', now, Sam," is her icy remark, " this

egg won't hatch."

The song of the repentant husband after knocking his wife
dov/n^—" Come to my bosom, my own stricken dear."

SpoF^TSivi/^l^'s DEpy^F^xiviEflj.

SHEPHERD DOGS.

In southern CaUfornia you may see on plains and hills thou-

sands of sheep, but not a man to watch them. Around each flock

or band of, say a thousand .'iheep, are half a dozen dogs, of a

peculiar breed; dogs whose progenitors were imported from the

sheep pastures of the Old World. These dogs take the entire

care of the sheep, drive them to pasture in the morning, keep

them from straying during the day, and bring them home at

night. These dogs have inherited a talent for keeping sheep;

but the shepherds do not depend wholly on that. They cultivate

it in this way : "When a lamb is horn it is taken away from

the mother sheep before she has seen it, and a puppy put in its

place. The sheep suckles the puppy and learns to love it. When
the puppy grows old enough to eat meat, it is fed in the morning

and sent out with the sheep. It stays with them because it is

accustomed to he with its mother, but it cannot feed with them.

As they get full the dog gets hungry. At length, imp.atient to

return where it hopes to get another piece of meat, it begins to

tease and worry its mother, and finally starts her toward home,

the other sheep follow, and thus the whole flock is brought in. If

the dog brings the sheep home too soon, or comes homo without

them, he gets no supper, or is punished in some way. Hence he

soon learns when to come, and to see to it that none of his charge

are left behind. These animals are trained by taking advantage

of their instincts and appetites."

SPORTSMAN AND SPORTING MAN.
There is a wide difference between a sportsman and a sporting

man, by popular abbrevidtion a "sport." To tlie sportsman the

appellation is objectionable, for the reason that while it is true

that a' sporting man may I)o a sportsman, yet as a rule, where the

former begins the latter ends. The sportsman enjoys pleasure for

the pure, undefiled pleasure it gives, for the recreation and rest it

affords from active labor, and for its health-giving powers; since

as a necessity much exercise must be taken in the pursuit of

game, and exercise is the price of health. The sporting man, on

the other hand, is a speculator on chance, and goes into it for the

profit and gain quite as much as for the excitement of the moment
it affords.

The sportsman is generally a man engaged in some active

business or professional pursuit, who contributes in one way or

another to the benefit of the community, while the sporting man
is a drone, a consumer without being a producer—profiting by

the chance opportunity of the occasion, and receiving but giving

nothing in return, therefore of necessity adding neither to the

wealth of the community nor benefiting mankind. It is but

natural that society slioiild place a ban on him, and that the

sportsman should object to being identified with him.

It is but a short time since that same society has learned to
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distinguish the one from the other; and althonph there are those

who are not yet sufficiently educated up to the suhject to dis-

criminate between the two, there is cause enough for {rraiification

that daily it is becoming better understood, and doubtless those

who yet confound the two will eventually learn to distinguish

between them.

Not so very long ago, with many, a sportsman, a vagabond, and

a lazy fellow were synonymous, and to the young man engaged in

business being fond of a dog, a gun, or a horse, seriously affected

his business standing, and predicted for him ruin from his older

business acquaintances. A party of sportsmen going off on a

shooting excursion, was accredited with making shooting only

a pretext for the real motive of carousing and gambling. If

married their wives were looked upon with pity by their more

sanctimonious acquaintances, and among the female portion of

them there was much cause for congratulation that their own

matrimonial lines had not been east in the same waters. Even

spinsters, who hiid reached the meridian of life and were traveling

rapidly past that goal which every woman, more or less, hopes to

reach, a period when opportunities are not to be thrown away,

looked with disfavor on him who was a sportsman.

It was against this ndium the sportsman had to contend, a

prejudice begotten of ignorance, a relie of Puritanism, and but

little in keeping with the intelligence of the American Nation and

the enlightenment of the present century. But now it is different.

Being a sportsman is not considered incompatible with being a

gentleman, a useful member of society, nor even with being a

Christian, since in the ranks are to be found ministers, doctors,

lawyers, merchants, and farmers, and the various other branches

of business and professions. No longer is the horse, dog, or gun

the insignia of the sporting man, the loafer, or the vagabond, but

rather of the manly man.

—

Chicago Fitld.

A AVell-trained Dog.—"Yes, Sir, this is Tompkins' saloon.

Possibly the most aristocratic place of the kind in town. But one

objection to Tompkins', and that is its situation, right in the great-

est thoroughfare in our populous burgh. That is my dog. Ju

lius and I are constant companions. Now, Tompkins' place is so

extra select that does are not allowed to go inside. Once, it is said,

a strange dog eat a freelunch there." Here my informant waved

his hand to a poodle, who crossed over the other side of the street,

and seating himself on a curb stone, gazed at us. "Wonderful

dog. He knows Tompkins' dislike to animals. Now, pray ob-

serve him. Just as soon as he sees us enter, he will make the cir-

cuit of the block, and then bolt for the back door of Tompkins'.

People—for they are great busybodies in this town—might infer

that, since Julius was outside on the street I was inside taking

. some quite necessary refreshment, but I can afford to look down

upon public opinion." Desirous of testing Julius' sagacity, though

his master was quite unknown to me, I put my hand on the latch

which opened the door to Tompkins' aristocratic establishment.

Instantly the dog disappeared around the corner. "If," said my
quondam friend, "you was to invite me to keep on drinking here all

night, that dog never w ould budge from the back door. He would

wait for me until to-morrow morning." As I was as fully assured

of Julius' sagacity as of his master's capabilities, I did not insist on

making a more detailed experiment.

A Barber's Assistant.—Mr. J. Griffin, hair-dresser of St.

Andrew's Hall Plain, has succeeded in training a really noble-look-

ing dog {of the Retriever breed) to be of eminent service to him in

his business. On entering Mr. Griffin's sanctum sanctorum, if the

object be a further reduction of the hair or a pleasant shampooing,

the visitor will observe a handsome Retriever reposing in dignified

case on a mat evidently carefully arranged for his comfort. The

proprietor touches a bell ; the dog eyes his master for a mo-

ment with a look of intelligence, then with a few active bounds

ascends the stairs to "regions above." Presently the machinery

connected with hair-brushing is set in motion. The visitor's curi-

osity being aroused, he is courteously invited by the proprietor to

observe the log at his work. For our own part, we must confess

we were both astonished and amused. The animal was "hard at

it" in a large wooden wheel, which he turned rapidly with his feet.

On our appearance, as though anxious to display his ability and

proud of his acquirements, he redoubled his efforts and the wheel

revolved at a great rate. The dog continued his work after we
bad left him until the signal was again given him by a touch of the

bell, when he at once reappeared in the lower apartment, taking

his position on the mat, evidently prepared to "wait for further

orders."

Dogs Disliking to be Ridiculed.—I once had a Skye ter-

rier which, like all of his kind, was very intelligent. When in

good humor he had several tricks, which I know to have been self-

taught, and the sole object of which was evidently to excite laugh-

ter. For instance, when lying upon one side and violently grin-

ning, he would hold one leg in his mouth. Under such circum-

stances nothing pleased him so much as having his joke duly ap-

preciated, while if no notice was taken of him he would become

sulky. On the other hand, nothing that could happen displeased

him so much as being laughed at when he did not intend to be

ridiculous. Mr. Darwin says : "Several observers have stated

that monkeys certainly dislike being laughed at" (p. 71.) There

can be little or no doubt that this is true of monkeys ; but I never

knew of a really good case among dogs save this one, and here

the signs of dislike were unequivocal. To give one instance. He

used to be very fond of catching flies upon the window panes, and

if ridiculed when unsuccessful, was evidently much annoyed. On
one occasion, in order to see what he would do, I purposely laugh-

ed immoderately every time he failed. It so happened that he did

so several times in succession—partly, I believe, in consequence of

my laughing—and eventually he became so distressed that ho pos-

itively pretended to catch the fly, going through all the appropri-

ate actions with his lips and tongue, and afterwards rubbing the

giound with his neck as if to kill the victim ; he then looked up

at me with a triumphant air of success. So well was the whole

process simulated, that I should have been quite deceived had I

not seen that the fly was still upon the window. Accordingly, I

drew his attention to the fact, as well as to the absence of anything

upon the floor ; and when he saw that his hypocrisy had been

detected he slunk away under some furniture, evidently very much

ashamed of himself.

B DLL-DOG Courage.—An evidence of the courage and pugnac-

ity of the English bull-dog was shown in a remarkable manner a

few days since, in England. A dog of this description, who had

never been accustomed to see trains until lately, has taken a great

aversion to them, and has made apoint of chasing them whenever

he has had an opportunity of doing so, but, of course, without be-

ing able to catch them. On the morning in question, being out

with his owner's brother, in the vicinity of the Somerset and Dor-

set Railway, between the Midford and Wellow station, the early

train from Bath was heard to be rapidly approaching. The dog,

as usual, was off directly. The gentleman, knowing they were in

advance of the train and fearing the dog would be killed, called

loudly to him to come back ; but quite in vain. He then ran to

see what would be the consequence of the brute's folly, and was

just in time to see the dog boldly charge the cow-lifter of the engine

and disappear. The gentleman then closed his eyes for one mo-

ment, not wishing to see the dog's remains torn to pieces, and

on opening them the next moment,mueh to his surprise, he distinct-
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ly saw the dog under tlio rapidly passing carriages, evidently wait

ing an oportnnity to make a dash hetwcen the wheels, but their,

to him, unusual velocity rather bothered him ; ho therefore remain-

ed until the last carriage had passed over him, and then emerged

wagging his tail as though he had done something to be talked

about, and having only sustained a few cuts about the head, and

loosing all the hair from one side of his tail.

A Boy that Dkservics a Medal.—He was a very small boy,

nil in tatters, and his clothes were dripping. In his arms he had

a miserable little dog, and both boy and dog were shivering in the

cold January weather. This is about wliat he told me : "You see

Mister, Bill Bostwick and me was playing by the river, betiinr

cents on the chunks of ice, a seeing which one would go first over

the dam, when this 'ere little dog came trotting past. Says Bill

to mo—says ho, 'Let's have this 'ere dog for a passenger.' So we

took him and put him on a real big hunk of ice, and Bill, who is

an everlasting mean kind of a boy, was for shoving him off into

the water just so, but I wouldn't. I had a bit of twine in my
pocket, and I hitched it to a jagged bit of the ice, so as it couldn't

get off. Oh, we had lots of fun at first, with that 'ere puj), as a

passenger. But Bill is an awful ornary boy, Mister, so when it

was his turn to play two-horse with the chunk of ice and the dog

f(n' a passetgcr, he just let the cord slide on purpose, so he did.

Then I pitched into that ere Bill Bostwick and guv him fits. But

you see there was the ice, and the pup as was (lassenger, sliding

down that ere river like thunder. I felt sure the passenger was

going to be drowned ; as I happened to know that pup's mother

I felt kind of sorry, so I went again for Bill Bostwick, and went

for him good. Just then the cake of ice, with the poor pup a yelp

ing and kiespieing on it, was just over the dam. I dursn't look

Mister. That ere night tho' I must have slept good, that pup's howl-

ing I kind of dreamed about. Well, arter breakfast, I ventured to

look outon the river, and there was the pupst',11 a yelping, just like

Moses in the bullrushcs. Tho ice had kind of sot during last night

as it was cold, but wasn't yet real hard. I just skinned across that

dam on the logs—sakes ! but it was slippery, and I tumbled in over

my head twiste, and was just able to get that pup oft', as was pas-

senger, by the scrufF of his neck. Now, Mist, r, I am going to

keep that ere dog until he is growed up, and just as sure as ever

Bill Bostwick whittles to him, I am going to teach him to bite Bill,

and if he is too small to do it, I ain't too little to lick two boys like

Bill. I say. Mister, if j'ou know of any society as gives medals

to boys as saves dogs' lives, send em to me, as my name is George

Washington Ostcrgood, of Perry, Iowa." If there should exist,

we thought, such a thing as a society awarding medals to heroic

urchins for saving an animal's life, we feel certain, poor ragged

George would have been entitled to one of them.

—

Perry Cliion-

icle.

The Ursine Baboon.—The Ursine Baboon (Cercopithecus

Ursinus) is well-known to naturalists from descriptions given by
scientitic travelers, and of late years has been much hunted by

English sportsmen. It is an animal of considerable strength, and
when full grown attains the size of a Newfoundland dog. It re-

sembles the dog in the shape of its head, and is covered with

shaggy hair of a brownish color. On level ground it always goes

on all-fours, but among rocks, its natural refuge, it principally

uses Its hind feet, and springs from cliff to clitt' wiih great agilitiy

It subsists entirely on wild fruits and edible roots and bulbs which

abound in the district which it inhabits. For defence against its

enemies—the leopard, hyena, wild dog, &c—it is armed with

formidable teeth about half an inch long, and when severely

pressed will defend itself successfully against the most powerful

wolfhound. It has a mode of grappling its antagonist by the

throat with its fore-paws, while it tears open the jugular vein with

its teeth. In this manner I have known a stout baboon to dispatch

several dogs before he was overpowered ; and I have been assured

by the natives that even the leopard is sometimes defeated and

killed by a troop of these animals. It is, however, only in largo

bands that it can successCully oppose this powerful enemy. In

many of the mountainous districts the leopard, it is said, subsists

chiefly by preying upon baboons and monkeys; lying in wait and

pouncing suddenly upon them, in the same manner as the domestic

cats deals with rats.

Although sometimes troublesome to mankind by robbing

gardens, orchards, &c., I have never known it either singly or

collectively to attack individuals, although I resided for several

years in a locality where this baboon is numerous. It is told,

however, at Cape-Town, that a party of these animals on one

occasion playfully carried off an infant from the pleasant villagd

of Wynberg, seven miles from Cape-Town. My informants were

persons of respectability, and assured me that this incident oc-

curred within their own recollection, and that the child was

recovered by the inhabitants after a long and perilous pursuit,

without having sustained any serious injury.

The strong attachment of these animals for their young is an

interesting trait. When a band are diFCovered by the colonists in

an orchard or cornfield, they are driven to the mountains with

dogs and guns. On such occasions if the females are separated

from their young they will return to search for them in the midst

of their pursuers.

It is the h.abit of this animal to descend from its rocky fastnesses

in order to enjoy itself on the bank of the mountain rivulets, and

to feed on the nutritious bulbs which grow in the valleys. While

thus employed it usually takes care to be within reach of some

steep rock to which it can fly for refuge on the appearance of an

enemy. Sentinels station themselves on large stones to give warn-

ing to the others if necessary. While riding .along secluded valleys

I have suddenly come upon a troop of forty or fifty baboons,

while suddenly turning a sharp rocky corner in the road. Instantly

a loud cry of alarm would be raised by the sentinels, and the entire

band would rapidly scamper off, and would soon be many hundreds

of feet up the mountains where it would be impossible for any

creature without wings to follow them. The large males would

bring up the rear, ready to turn with fury upon any hounds if

they molested them. I consider the Ursine Baboon one of the

most interesting of the many wild animals of Africa.

—

German-

town Telegraph,
»--• •

Tailing the Risk.—The other day, a colored resident of

Vicksburg found a bottle of whisky in the suburbs of the city,

and, hailing a pedestrian, he inquired :

"Dat's whisky, ain't it?"

"Smells like it, and I guess it is," was the reply.

"And there ain't no pizen in it
'!"

"Well, there may be—I can't tell. I shouldn't want to drink

it."

"If dere was pizen I'd be a dead nigger, eh "!"

"You would."

"And if dere wasn't any pizen, I'd be wastin' a pint of good

whisky."

"Yes!"

The finder turned the bottle over and over, smelled of the con-

tents three or four times, and finally made ready to drink, saying

:

"Dare's heaps ob pizen lyin' around loose; but dere's also

heaps ob niggers in Vicksburg, an' Ize gwine to tip up de bottle

an' run de chances."

" No, siK," said a weary looking man on a street car to an
individual by his side. " I wouldn't marry the best woman alive.

I've been a dry goods clerk too long for that."



i'RE FANCIEES' JOURNAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 12.

FANCIERS^ JOURNAL.
THE FANCIER'S NE WSPAPER.

The Eecognized Authority on Poultry, Pigeons, and Pets,

SUBSCRIPT IO!V.
Per Annum S2 50
Five Copies, one year 10 00
Single Copies 10

POSTAGE PREPAID.

yOTTCE,—Anonymous communications not noticed. Rejected communi-
cations not returned. Manuscript not preserved.

A. N. R.vnn .ind G. 0. Brown, Associate Editors.

ASSISTED BT A CORPS OF THE ABLEST WRITERS, ON OUR SPECIALTIES,
IN THE UNITED STATES.

EDITORIAL BEPARTME^i'T.

THK A. P. A. GROUP.

r Mr. G. 0. Brown, of Brooklandville, Mtl., wishes us to state

tliat he has delayed completing liis A. P. A. gronp in consequence

of there heing several that had not responded to his circular, and

in order to get all the new members recently elected at Chicago,

the time will he extended until May 1st, when it will be closed

and completed whether all have responded or not. Every mem
her of the A. P. A. should respond at once and then the}' will

have no cause to regret when too late.

CHICAGO.

Below we give extracts from a few of the letters received since

our last issue. We notice one of our correspondents alludes to a

reply by the Secretary of the " National." Trusting it will clear

up matters, and show that only mistalves were made, we patiently

await its appearance.

MORE ECHOES.

FROM DES MOINES, lA.

* * * * I am of the opinion that when the smoke clears off, your

motive in showing up the management at Chicago—I notice with plea*iure that

you do Dot charge them with dishouesy—will he fully understood and

appreciated by the fanciers of the country—I know some small minded per-

sons who haven't honor enough in thoir own make-up to credit any one elfe

with pure intentions, will impugn your motives, and say yon do it for many
purposes other than the correct ones. But you keep right on, don't get ex-

cited, but carry an even head, and deal justly as you have, so far, and you
will have done a work, for which you will get the hearty thanks of tlie best

men, and this is what you desire, I know, * * # # i have talked with

many breeders, and have letters from six who showed birds at Chicago, and

they all say the same thing, that you have done your duty in a manly way. *

FROM AUBURN.

* * * * On the whole. I am sick of the affair, sick of it, because the

promises were so big and so easily laid aside, sick of it, because I can very

clearly see that unless the strong voice raised against the procedure is listened

to, other societies will follow its bad example, and very soon we shall not

know which to trust. AVhy, as you said, even the judges were unfairly dealt

by, one gentleman was invited from this place ojfir.ially^ and never so much as

received a complimentary thank you ; another gentleman at Buffdlo was tele-

graphed to, and not a cent of his expenses were paid. There may not be

" fraud " out there, as some are charging, but if it is simply mismanagt^ment as

yoQ intimate, then if there are to be great national shows and exhibitors are

to suffer if there is a loss, the exhibitors had better take the responsibility of

the management. # * * *

FROM BLOOMINGTON.
# • * # Have had the satisfaction of reading the proof of an article

prepared by the Secretary of the National Show, in reply to your severe

arraignment of its management. While on the face of it, it appears very

plausible, there is an underlying current which isn't pleasant to consider

He attempts to reply to some of the charges, but the defense is very weak, at

the least; by his owu showing there was only blundering and dullness ull

through. I suppose you will see it in some western journal, and will give it

your own treatment. * * * *

FROM ST. JOE, MO.

I was much pleased, and at the same displeased, in reading your comments

on the Chicago Show. Pleased at the way you handled it, and displeased at

the showing. I hope that you will " not let one of the guilty parties escape"

until you have all their crooked ways made straight, and tho.'^e that cannot be

made to bend, put them on the black list, as it i.= an outrage on Breeders and

Fanciers who are in the habit of exhibiting their birds, and do so much to

assist in getting up our fine exhibitions of Poultry and Pets. ]f it is allowed

to go on it will not only break donn the National, but all other societies. I

should like to a.-k who has reaped the greatest amount of benefit fiom this

Show? "Was it the first class breeders, who ard well known, and have spent

so much money in preparing their stock, paying freight, hotel bills, and nuiny

other incidentals? or is it the citizens of Chicago, who have, as individuals,

contributed but a very small portion, and as a city or a municipality, not one

dollar towards the great and fine display. It was the means of thousands

visiting their city, and they all spent more or less money there. I do not

wish to dictate, but I do think it would have been doing but little, if thi* city

of Chicago had furnished the hall free of all co.st, and those citizens who h:id

bills against the society too could have held them at least long enough f r the

exhibitor-? tr> pack up and receive their small amount of prt-mium moneys, I

think it would have been much to their credit, as a city, if they had not the

generosity to do the fair thing, I think it would be well for the good of the

society to hold their next show in some other city where they would have

some consideration and where help and fuel is not quite so high. I do not

wish to blame any particular person, but there certainly was bad mana^ie-

ment connect»;d with thfir first show. I am very much afraid that it will hurt

our local shows throughout the west, not so much with home breeders as

those from a distance. This year at our show we had some Breeders from a

very great distance represented, and 1 now fear we will hiive none ntxt 3 car

Still as we did all we promised to di>, it ought not to hurt us

FROM ALLEGiriDNY.

* * * * In the last number of the Journal, I read with a great deal

of interest your article on the Chicago show.

Now, Mr. Wade, can we call this a National Show? it may indeed be one as

far as the entries are concerned, but as to the payment of premiums, losses,

&c., methinks it plays to the tune of ' Home, sweet Home!" or in other

words, it was mere'y a local show, where Chicago got paid first, and the distant

ones got the " leavings."

I entered two pair of pigeons, and only one pair was returned. When I

enquired about the missing pair, they stated that they ' supposed " they were

stolen. I immediately said that I " supposed " they would hold themselves

responsible. " No indeed!" said they, " all we promise is that due precaution,

shall be used." Now what is due precaution, but proper precaution ?

AuDURN, N. Y., March 8th, 1876.

I have this day sold to Mr. D. Frank Ellis, Cambridge, Mass.,

my entire stock of Black African Bantams, including my imported

cock. Black PrincCj and mates, which are jn-ize winners in both

England and America. This trio, with ihe birds of my own breed-

ing, will give him one of the best, if not the best breeding yard of

Black African Bantams in America. This also includes the

cockerel, Henry Beldon, which scored 98 points at ihe Springfield

exhibiton (Signed) E. S. ONGLEY.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom alt.

—An Irishman talking with a friend says, " The hiws nv tlio

counthry is currupt, ilie outher day wliin me cillar was fludcd wid
wather liy ther grate rain, I wint duweii stairs an f'uimd me liins

all floiin aroiuif. I tuck me case to ther court, an all the satis-

facbhun I got out ov it was ther sliudge tould me to kajie doocks.

—A letter from Cape May to the Evening Star SHys tliat a
largre shoal of porpoises, followed hy great flocks of "codfish
gulls," both very unusual winter sights, passed that place the

other day close ashore, giving assurance that codfish were Cum-
ing along on which these were preying—the former on the fish,

and the gulls on the fragments and blood left by the dcvoureis.
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As codfish are iinlooked for less tlinn six miles off shore, no one

wet a line for tlicm. A fine sppclmon washed ashore, chased in

hva ])Or[)iiise. it is supposed. A siciimcr jiut out from the break-

water recently and oaiif;ht flon pouiids in a few hour*. They are

caught while at anchor or hove tu, and clams arc used for bait.

—Sionx asks—" Do the hovines ever perspire?"

One day, when I was a hoy, I remarked in the presence of an
old uncle, who had been all his life amon^ cattle, ihnt scimchody

or somethinp; "sweat like a hull." "Huon," said the old man,
"never say that apain. A hull does not sweat, nor anv of his

kind. Noanim Is sweat but man and thehor.se." Since that time

1 have had no reason to coutrailict him by occular proof, thou(;h

I have heard of a breed of dous which is said to sweat, or in

Sioux's words, to "perspire." Will some one who knows speak
for the doKl I, certainly, h.ive never seen one in a state oi

perspiration. Huon.

—Your correspondent, E. S. S., calls my attention to a very

lar^e owl. 1 wish that writer had told us to what family it

belonged. An owl with an alar extent of 43 inches is worth
knowing It may have been a Bubo virijinlaniu (<rreat horned
owl), which has been known to measure 60 inches from tip to tip

of winfi;; or may have been a barn owl (.i'/nx /)m(('nco/a), which
measures, when full grown, 44 inches; or perhaps it was the Ion;;

eared owl {Otiis Wilsonianus], .vhich, though its sreneral alar extent

is 40 inches, has been found to go beyond that in one or two
instances. The (irey owl {Si/niium cinereiim), the lirgest North
American owl, measures 48 inches from tip to tip. Now will

E. S. S. be kind enough to state to which of these, if to any, the

owl in question belongs? Huon.

—Sagacity op Rats.—Incredible as the story may appear of

their removing hens' eggs, by one fellow lying on his back and
grasping tightly his ovoid burden with his fore-paws, while his

comrades drag him by the tail, we have no reason to disbelieve it,

knowing, as we do, that they will carry eggs from the bottom to

the top of the house, lifting them from stair lo stair, the first

pushing them on its hind, and the ^econd lifting them with its

fore legs. They will extract the cotton from a flask of Florence
oil, dipping in their long tails, and repeating the maneuver until

they have consumed every drop. We have found lumps of sugar
ill deep drawers at a distance of thirty feet from the place where
the petty larceny was committed ; and a friend saw a rat mount
a table, on which a drum of figs was placed, and straightway tip

it over, scattering its contents on the floor beneath, where a score

of expectant brethren sat watching for the windfall.

—

Philadelphia

Press.

—The birds which remain in the vicinity of New Haven, Conn.,
during the enlire year, and their comparative abundance, I have
observed to be as follows :

—

Eed tailed hawk. Common in summer; rare in winter.

Ked shouldered hawk. Common in summer; rare in winter.
Great horned owl. Kare at all times.

Mottled owl. Common summer and winter.

Barred owl. Common at all times.

Powny woodpecker. Common summer and winter.

Golden winged woodpecker. Common in summer ; rare in

•winter.

Kingfisher. Common in summer; rare in winter.
Robin. Common in summer, and not rare in winter.
Blue-bird. Not rare in winter, and common during the summer.
Chick-a-dee. Rare in summer; common in winter.
Cedar-bird. Common throughout the year.

Purple-finch. Rare in summer; common in winter.

Yellow-hird ( Chri/somilris). Common summer and winter.
Song sparrow. Common in summer; rare in winter.
Meadow lark. Rare in winter, but common during the summer.
Crow. Common both winter and summer.
Blue jay. Commonly found all the year.

Wild pigeon. Rare in summer ; rare in winter.
Ruffed grouse. Common summer and winter.
Quail, Common throughout the year.

Dusky duck. Rare in summer ; common in winter.
Possii)ly there may be one or two more species, but having

carefully observed the habits of our birds, I am inclined to believe
that all are included in the above list.

—

Forest and Stream.

" How are ye, Smith," said Jones. Smith pretended not to

know him, and answered hesitatingly :
" Sir, you have the advan-

tage of me." " Yes, I suppose so. Everybody has that's got

common sense."

SlVi;\LL PeJ DEfA^F^TI^Eflj

(For TanciorB' Journal.)

zoo NOTES, NO. 15.

SXAICICS.

Thou'jh as yet the largest of snakes arc not exhibited in the

Zoo, still we need not travel with Sinbad to the " Valley of Dia-

monds " to find some of a respectable size. In the reptile room,

solitude, are specimens of dimensions great enough to make deli-

cate nerves shiver and shake to quite an uncomfortable degree. I

suppose every visitor to " Our Zoo," goes at least once into the

reptile room, hut very few, however, seem much in love with what

they see there,—like the traveler, when invited to partake of a

celebrated dish by his Indian friend—they don't "Hanker after

ratl]esnnke "—short is the stay, in that room, by most visitors, and

general are the expressions of dislike, disgust, and even horror,

on their exit from it.

Now why is this? Has the serpent been improperly made—or

should he not have hcen made at all ? This disgust, and repug-

nance even to look at him cannot all be owing to that old " old

story" about him and mother Eve. When we come to know the

serpent tribes we find as much beauty among them, that multi-

tudes of them are quite as harmless, quite as useful, and that they

fit quite as well in the groove nature prepared for them, as the

other animals of God's creation. That Ihey fill a place in the

great economy of nature, and fill it properly, which is more than

can be said of some of God's " nobler " creatures, no one will

deny upon consideration, and upon which, for my present pur-

pose, no more need be said.

The aptitude of the whole serpent tribe for being tamed, which,

considering we must have pets of some kind or other, is a great

recommendation the snakes carry with them.

John Watson, in his Annals of Philadelphia, says a child had

a pet snake which eat porridge with her out of tlie same bowl,

and when the snake would advance beyond a certain line she

would say in her Quaker language " now thee shan't do it again

—

keep to thy own side." Maria Edgeworth tells the same story as

happening in England, with this addition, when the snake would

intrude its head beyond the proper line, its mistress would give it

a rap with her spoon, with the admouition, " Eat on your own

side, I tell you." Watson's child was Rebecca Coleman, who

died at the age of 92 years! It does not appear that living in

close communion with a snake was of much injury to her health.

W. I. Broderip, F. R. S., once knew a lad who rendered a com-

mon snake so tame, that it became very fond of its owner, would

wind itself round his neck and face, and when tired would go to

sleep in his bosom! and it is well known that the N. A. Indians

were famous for making pets of Rattlesnakes, the most danger-

ous of all the American reptiles.

A great improvement has been recently made in the reptile

room, namely, a bath tub has been given to all those who love the

water—and that includes nearly all snakes, especially the boas

and pythons, who always haunt the neighborhood of waters, in

their wild state; and therefore it is quite natural to see the Zoo

snakes availing themselves of the accommodations provided for

them, and from which they seem to derive so much pleasure and

comfort, especially on the hot days in summer, when those which

have not bath tubs, will improvise one out of their drinking basin,

and lie there coiled up, with nothing out of water but head. Any
one who has ever observed the peculiarly graceful sinuosities of

the snake in. crossing a pond knows how much of snake-beauty

is lost in depriving the reptile of the power to obey its instinct by

swimming.

Water snakes will take fish as well as frogs, for food, but only

when driven to it by a scarcety of the latter. The water snake
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dues not kill the frog as the Kattlesnake does the rat, or the hoa

does the rabbit,—he takes him alive ! nor does he take his victim

head foremost, as they do, but "vasey varsey "—eatching him as

ho tries to escape from his de.ndly enemy, the snake doubles the

hind legs of poor froggy, under the body, .ind, rump foremost,

entombs him alive—" feathers and bones." In my younger days

when fishing, I have more than once witnessed this operation, to

which my attention would be called by the piteous cry of the

frog—and more than once, thinking it most cruel on the part

of the snake, have I went to the rescue and by a tap with my
fi-hing-rod on the neck of the snukc, made him release his pris-

oner—though I do not remember that I stojiped pulling out the

fish when I had one on my hook. " Questional)le humanity

toward the frog," you say ? True, but then you see the fish did

not cry for help ; and the process of swallowing the living fiog is

not pleasant to behold, and a certain naturalist was once made

glad by seeing a small one which had been swallowed by a very

large snake, take advantage of an unlucky gape—an action quite

common to snakes immediately after they have swallowed their

prey—and leap out of its enemy's mouth ! Sometimes two

snakes seize upon one unfortunate frog at the same time, and then

it is " pull Dick, pull Devil" indeed. (I think it is said' the snake

was the devil in Eden, that Zoo-garden No. 1 t)

All the constrictor serpents kill their prey by crushing, and

when a comparatively small one seizes a rabbit, or anything as

large, to get power, it winds if^elf round and round it many
times, but a hirge boa, or python, takes but one turn round its

victim, one fold is eneugh, it will do the business, and why use

this muscular power, and thus waste it, when there is no neces-

sity? " Wi-^e as the serpent," has not been said without some

truth ; and there is wisdom shown, too, on the part of the com-

mon snakes, which live on birds, lizards, &c., when they swallow

their prey head foremost, very obvious is the reason—self-

security.

The "fascination " by the serpentjhas been stoutly maintained

by some, and as stoutly denied, by others.

Catesby (in ]Iistory of Carolina, 1714) says he found Rattle-

snake there weighing between 8 and 9 lbs., and that they had the

power to charm rabbits and squirrels in such a manner that they

run directly into their months." " This" he says, " X have seen

my.self, by a squirrel and a rattlesnake."

Aerell (Swede—residing in Philadelphia, 1756) says "as the

snake lies under the shade of a tree, opening his jaws a little, he

fixes his bright and glittering eyes upon the squirrel, which soon

utters a mournful, feeble cry, and as if forseeing his fate leaps

from bough to bough on every side, seemingly to attempt a sud-

den escape, but struck with the fascination he comes down the

tree and with a spring flings himself into the open jaws of his

enemy." The observations of some experiments confirms the

truth of this—for instance

—

A naturalist, having some doubt in the matter, shut a mouse

up in a box with a rattlesnake. The poor little rodent crouched

up in a corner with its bead eyes upon the reptile which lay

coiled up in the opposite corner. From head to foot the mouse

trembled as the snake fixed his terrible eyes upon it, and at last,

without power to resist it, actually threw itself into the serpent's

open mouth ! This was in America, while beyond seas, the same

experiment was tried, with exactly the same result

!

Ah, but is not this charming belief the result of the same "old

story," together with the desire to excuse poor mother Eve for

that miserable false step of hers ? " Perhaps. Let us look at

the other side, even if the dear " old lady " will have to suffer for

it.

The fascinating power of the snake is said to be, in some, the

terrible fixed gaze, in others a subtle emanation from the body.

It is well known that most serpents e.xhale a disgusting odor.

especially after gorging themselves with food, (I hope it was not

this perfume that charmed poor Eve), but it is now believed that

this odor gives the snake no power of attraction, but is wisely

bestowed upon it as a protection during the time it lies torpid

and inactive from over-eating, nor is it believed by the non-

eharmers that the gaze can, or ever does produce the eflx;ct in

question. They say all suppres-ed cases of charming can be ex-

plained very satisfactorily on other and more reasonable grounds,

such as fear amounting to a panic, and solicitude for the young.

This, after personal investigations, was Dr. B. S. Barton's opin-

ion (book published in Philadelphia, 1796). And VV. Bartram,

naturalist, from personal observation agrees with him, and the

celebrated ornithologist, Wilson, quotes and corroborates Bar-

tram, (interesting articles all, but too long to farther notice in

this paper). It would clearly seem then fcom all these personal

observations of capable naturalists that ihe clue to the "fasci-

nating" theory is, that the bird or quadruped is terrified, yet

urged by instinctive solicitude for its young exposes itself to

imminent peril in their defense and thus falls an unwilling sacri-

fice.

The translators of the present edition of the Bible seem to

have possessed very little zoological knowledge. The Psalmist

says the " Adder is deaf," " she st"ppeth her ear," Psalm Iviii

:

V. 4, and Proverbs xx : 32, says the wine cup "siingeth like an

Adder." Now there is no snake of whatever family, that stings

—all either crush or bite, and to say the Addc r " stops her ears,"

seeing that neither it, nor any other snake has ears, externally,

is, zoologically speaking, a simple absurdity.

There is another pojjular error which says all snakes are poi-

sonous. Were they so, their existence would be a sore evil indeed.

Happily, however, multitudes of them are harmless, having

nether power or venom—to hurt man— still to the human race

none are general favorites, while most of them are beautiful in

coloring and graceful in form. Man is evidently at enmity with

them, can we wonder at if? Holy writ is against them at the

beginning, and the unalterable expression of cunning and ferocity

shown in the fiery gaze of their fixed eyes does make one in love

with them. Their winding, silent, insidious mode of progress,

the rapid, noiseless manner in which the head is raised in search

of prey, and then so suddenly dropped at its approach, the poi-

son of some and the unconquerable strength of others all com-

bine to render the whole family objects of both alarm and aver-

sion.

But the serpent room at the Zoo. is well worth a visit by all

lovers and students of natural history or the curious who may be

neither lovers nor students. Much may be learned about the

snake kind. There are worse snakes in the world than are found

there, or in any Zoo. garden in the world ; for

You've heard of the snake in the grass, my lad;

Of the viper concealed in the gi-ass
;

Hut now you must know,

Man's deadliest foe

Is a snake of a diflFcrent class ; Alas !

'Tis the viper that lurks in the glass

!

And if you are partial to snakes my lad !

—A passion some think very low

—

Don't enter to see em'.

The Devil's Museum !

'Tis very much better to go

To the Zoo—That's so

—

And visit the regular show.
HuoN.

The frtend who shows me the mirror of myself, who con-
ceals no defects, gives me friendly warning, and heartily scolds

when I have not fulfilled my duty—he is my friend, however
little he may appear so.
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ADVENTURES OF A CAT.

A vessel visited Giirliestown Ilarlior, the captain of wliich liail

a favorite cat that hunt' il at will over the ship, and amply repaid

board and lodj^'ing jij- the destvnction of rats as well as mice.

Tired, however, of the sea and its perils, puss pave her old

friends the slip, hy landing unnoticed, and estahlishinp; without

leave asked or piven, hi-r lieadquartcrs in the garden altaeheil to

tile jirineipal village inn.

Here, however, she was a welcome guest to all save the small

hirds that hop among ihe twigs of trees in summer,—enlered the

house occasionally, and was fed regularly for a period of live

months.

But some farmer friend having seen and taken a fancy to the

stranger, she was dispatched far inland, packed in a liasket to

diminish the probabilities, if not possibilities, of ever finding her

way back again.

But pnss repudialed the idea of becoming a thrall at pleasnrc;

the home assigned might be all very well in its own w;iy, but its

novelties she liked not. The moors were too near, the hills high,

and the dogs especially pert and uncivil.

Again, therefore, she became a tramp, and at the end of ten

days reappeared at her former domicile, guided by some curious

instinct, which is as useful to the feline species as the compass to

the mariner.

If the old folks looked surprised, the young ones were de-

lighted, while all admired tlie sleekness and plumpness of the far-

traveled mouscr.

After a little time, notes were compared, from wliich it appeared

that the cat had been eight days on the road, shifting as she best

could, and in a district where plovers and other birds were rife,

observing carefully the old maxim, "As we journey through life,

let us live by the way."

CoF^F^ESpO|JDEfJCE,

pekin ducks again.

Editor Fanciers Journal:

I notice that our friend J. Y, Bicknell improves every oppor-

tunity to speak unfavorably of Pekin Ducks. Now, if he has any

quarrel with the gentlemen who introduced this variety into the

country, would it not be in better taste for him to write them up,

or down, as the ca'se may be, in place of slandering the " Pekins ?"

If Bro. Bicknell don't like them, he is not obliged to keep that

variety, but he ought to consider that many of his friends and

customers have tried the " Imperial Pekins," and are as much
prejudiced in their favor, as he is against.

He further goes out of the way to say that Rouens are far
superior to Pekins—and yet advertises the former for $10, and the

latter $15, per pair ! We have nothing to say against Kouens or

any other variety, but we have some choice " Pi kins," and we
like them. " Live and let life," is the best princijde.

Respectfully yours, F. G. Battekson.
Portland, March 21, 1876.

WHITE leghorns again.

Mr. Wade :

Dear Sir,—Your valuable Journal is ag.tin at hand. I have

felt very much lost for the past two weeks without it, as there is

always something to be derived from it, both in Galiina culture

and improvement of the mind, as nature, or intentions will prove

themselves in time—requiring a little time and experience in cul-

tivation. Strict attention to business, with a little pride attached

to the same, makes one master of his trade, and therefore he is

able to speak boldly of what he knows to be facts. I see by the

.Tournal of the 14th of February, Mr. C. A. Pilkin is writing

of Leghorns in regard to the proper color of ear-lohcs. I have

had both cream and white—the white are very sm.all in compari-

son to the cream colored, and are no belter layers—therefore I

prefer the larger ones, believing them to be two separate breeds.

He also refers to an article in the Rural Journal of February,

1876, signed II. I should suppose Mr. II. to be a man of much

experience, as he says "any mixture of the blond shows itself

very plainly in the color of the egg-shell ; and, further, such in-

formation as this, ought immediately to educate .ill." As rCL'ards

this variety, any admixture of blood docs not show in color of

egg shells, because there is no color to change; and it will only

show when mixed with such variety as lay colored eggs, or eggs

that are not white. This is what I have been contending for

—

"just so much coloring as the egg contains beyond its natural

color to suit the breed, just so much foreign blood are in the male

or female parent;" which all Fanciers will admit before another

centennial. Yours trulv,

Wm. I. PVLE.

Ed. Journal :

Dear Sir,—I have what is said to be a genuine first cross

between a Light Brahma cock and a .speckled Guinea hen. I will

he able to give history and particulars soon. Its color is mostly

ivhite, with some dozen regular Guinea feathers in wings and tail,

and a very few on the body. All its feathers are of more than

average length for either chicken or Guinea. I herein send you

a colored tail feather. This kind is very long from head to tail,

and docs not stand up very well. It looks to be as big as a

Brahma hen, and yet weighs but five pounds and a quarter. Its

neck is somewhat longer and its legs some shorter than those of a

Brahma hen. It has tio comb, no ear lobes, and no wattles. Its

stiir feathers stand out high up on its neck, and it is feathered on

the top of its head to its bill. The latter is hawk shaped, blood

red near the head and dark and very hard at jjoint. Its face is

white, legs rough with no leathers. It can fly like a Guinea, and

makes a noise in distress somewhat like one. I don't know its

sex, as I have had it but two days. I might add that the boy who

brought it to me, told me he had but one Guinea on the farm, and

that she hid her nest out, and hatched this thing.

J. W. Greene.
Chillicothe, Mo., March 16, 1876.

correction.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq. :

Dear Sir,—I notice an article published in the Journal of

the 9th inst., which states that Dr. A. M. Dickie has accepted

the position of Supervisor of Poultry, &c., at the Centennial Ex-

hibition. I write to inform you that I have been appointed by

the Centennial Commission, Superintendent of the Poultry De-

partment, at the International Exhibition. The time for holding

the Poultry display, has been definitely fixed as follows: com-

mencing Oct. 27th, and closing Nov. 6th, 1876, you can so state

it. Yours truly, John E.Diehl.

Beverly, N. J., March 20, 1876.

SCOTCH collie.

Editor Fanceries Journal :

Dear Sir,—In No. 10, of Journal appeared a communica-

tion from "Inquirer," asking for a description of the Scotch

Collie or Shejdierds' Dog. I think the following is a true de-crip

tion : Height at shoulder, 21 inches; very gracefully shaped

muzzle, pointed ears, half-er^ct coat, long but fine and silky tail,

and hams fringed with hair, color usually black and tan or sandy

yellow. I send you this for the benefit of " Inquirer."

Collie.

March 21, 1876
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Ed. Fanciers Journal:

Dear Sir,—Do you know Mr. R. Grist of Philadelphia? I

sent an advertisement to liim in Decemher, for a directory he was

publishing, he said would be issued in two months. I have writ-

ten him two letters and can hear nothiny from him. Is he a

fraud? Yours truly, J. K. Camp.

WiNsTED, Conn., March 25, 1876.

[We saw Mr. Grist several times in Philadelphia, he then said

he was preparing his directory,' but it would not be out for some

time, we have heard nothing from him or others in reference to

the subject for some time.

—

Ed.]

Editor of Fancier's Joornat, :

In Vol. Ill, No. 10, of Fancier's Journal, in the list of

Awards of the Easton Poultry Association, for Golden Penciled

Hamburg chicks, it mentions Howard Swinning, as taking 1st

and 2d premiums. Itshouldbe Howard Twining, Doylestown.

Please make the correction, and obbge,

Howard Twining.
Doylestown, Buck's Co., Pcnn.

correction.

I see in my inquiry of weight of eggs, you omitted the number

8 weighing the amount. If I omitted in my letter, my mistake.

Please state § weighed 1 lb. J oz., or the inference may be 10

weighed it, as it reads. Respectfully,

D. Gilpin.

THE CLOVE CROP.
For a few weeks past there li is been considerable speculation in

cloves, the principal cause of which is the reported short supply

and the deficiency in the coming crop. Advices state that the

Amboyna crop is almost a total failure, and that the yield will not

probably exceed 200 bales, while that of Zanzibar is also said to

be short. As Amboyna cloves are not largely used in this' coun-

try, being consumed mainly in Europe, the deficiency will not be

directly felt here. Hut as European dealers, in the absence of the

Amboyna cloves, will have to make up the loss with the Zanzibar

production, the prospects are that our own supply oC this latter

kind will be cui tailed, and it is this that has given rise to the pres'

ent activity.

From a recent circular of Messrs. Symons &, Co., of Rotterdam,

we take the following in regard to the future of the clove crop :

About three and a half years ago nearly all of the clove trees

at Zanzibar were destroyed by a heavy hurricane, thus depriving

the trade of one of its most important sources of supply, the plant-

ations of the Isle of Pemba, which represent about one-third of the

whole crop, almost escaping. According to trustAvorthy accounts,

it takes not less than seven years for the tree to bear fruit even

in limited quantities ; and not until fourteen years does it attain

its full growth and yield its maximum quantity of fruit. This

proves that nothing can be expected from Zanzibar for four years

at least, while the prcduction will be light for a further period of

seven years to come.

Ambon, a clove growing country second in importance to none

but Zanzibar, will produce a very small quantity, owing to the al-

most utter neglect of the trees, which are in many instances over-

grown by weeds and shrubs.

In comparing the actual demand with thevi^ihle supplies, we
find that the consumption has increased during the last five years

about 9,500 bales annually, according to the deliveries in Holland

and London alone. The stock held in Europe and America at

the time of the hurricane have so far provided for the wants of the

trade, as holders of course rushed their supplies, which at that time

were large, into the marketand obtained very remunerative prices,

a sudden advance following the destruction of the trees.

The total yearly consumption at all places is estimated at 50,000

to 60,000 hales, whilst the production, since the destruction of the

trees, has been only 27,000 bales ; Ambon producing about 7,000

bales. During the last five ycar^ the average of yearly arrivals at

London and Holland amounted to 13,52.3 bales, against deliveries

of 15,452 bales ; thus the shortcomings of that period amount to

1,929 bales a year.

—

American Grorer.

Excfj/^NqES.
[!I^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribiu"- and offering fur Exeliau2;e only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for eiich and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

fl^^-'To tXClIANGKS FOlt CASH*' Or "oaEENBACKS,"' "WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or '•WA^TED an offer," etc , etc., cannot under any circumstiinces be admitted

to the Exchange or Wani. column.

Sg^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompauied with 25 cents.

BLACK LIST.

F. A. PEKNINGXO^, Delaware City, Del , will ex.-hange a first-

claas Flute, right, new, coat $11, for lilack, Ked, and Yellow Fans.

S, K. FEKRIS, Stamford, Conn., would like to exchange " Dovle's
Illustrated Book of Poultry," 380 pages, 40 illustrations, for a good trio of
Plymouth Kocks : also have a fin« yellow-leggtd Ked Pyle Game Bantam
cockerel, value $10, for offers.

W. M. MHAW, East Lemon, \Vvoming Co., Pa., will exchange Golden
PolandsforDuckwing, or B B. R. Games, alt-o for one Black Spanish cock.

GEO. H. JNOKTMRtFP, Danvers, McLean Co., Ill , will exchange
L.Brahma, W. Leghorn, and lironze Turkey Eggs, for Pekin Duck's egg.s

;

also for copy of New Standard and other books, or Toulouse Geese eggfi. We
keep nothing but first class stock, (i^tamp.)

fRANK I. BAKDKIV, North Attleboro, Mass., will exchange new
seven- barreled Revolver, pure nickel pla'e, with box of cartridges, and one
P'ir White Crested Fans, one pair Black Tumbler.'!, good stock, for pair of
Yellow Jticobins, or White Pouters. Either must be good.

F. A. PEMMIV<;TON,I>elaware City, Del., will exchange 2 pairs of
Blaik and White Fans, 1 pair White Dutchess, 1 Blue Dragons, 1 pair Dun
Carrier.^, 1 pair Ruffles Blark hen, and Red cock, 1 Black Barb cock, 1 Yellow
Owl hen, 1 White Carrier hen, for Red, Black or Dun Carrier hens.

STEPHEN BO^LT, Norwalk, Ohio, will exchange P. Cochiii,
Li^ht and Dark Brahma, Houdan, Black Spanish, S. S. Ilamburghs, B. B. R.
G^me Bantam, and Bronze Turkey eggs, for Aylesbury Ducks, Red Pyle, Black
Africin, and \\ bite Game Ranram, Scotch Terrier Dng, or merchandise.

T. F. MONTGOMERY, 9 South 3d St.. Harrisburg, Pa., will ex-
change a fine Coon and ^q^ur^el Dog, well trained, for Fancy Pigeons

;
pair of

Pouters, for female Red \\ iug Turbit ; Dun Carrier cock, for Black Trumpeter
cock, or offers.

F. C. SOMES, North Attleboro.Mas.S;, will exchange a pair of common
pigeons tor a mated pair of Red or Black Jacobins. Must have good hood,
chain, pearl eyes, and no foul feathers.

JOHN K. CAMP, Winsted, Conn, will exchange fine large Light
Brahma pullets, P. Williams' strain, for fine Colored Dorking hens or pullets.

Speak quick.

JOHN MOORE. Toulon, Tils., has 2 W. Leghorn bens, good combs
and whi'e ear lobes, No. 1 birds, to exchange for P. Kock eggs from No. 1

stock, or Newfoundland pup, or olTers.

I. VARONA, 226 East 32d St . New York, has six pairs Ferrets, thre
cream and three black, all imported, ,\oung, and in first class condition, to e^
change for young and extra large Cochins and Brahmas, or for good Berkshir
pigs from two to four months old.

M. LYNTH, Petrolia, Butler Co., Pa., will exchange two Game hens
(Pit strain), warranted dead game, bred by Dr. Betts, for anything usetul

;

would preter small Black and Tan dog. What offers?

BOX 86, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange a White Spitz pup about 8 weeks
old, very finely bred, for pigt-ons, or offers.

U. B. MILLS, Box 841, Schenectady, N. Y.,will exchange Waltham
watch. Sewing and Knitting Machine, Cabinet Orgnn, all new, for fowls, gun,
rifle, revolver?, printing press, turning lathe, or offers.



Maucii 2;i, 1S7(;.] r H E ]^^ A N C i E R S J (J U R N vV L

.

U5

HI. W. ITIINCIt, Wyouiinp;, 111., will exchnngo 4 flvinR squirrels for

I good revolvor. No more games wante I ; but I do wunt the revolvi^r.

\VII.SO[V HAIJVICY, Bn.wn-lnirtr, BurkflCo.lVnn.,will cxcluinge

1 good (loulile barrel shot gun, 1 Colt's new peven phot revolver, 1 violin, 1

fish net, in yiirdf* long,! set net, for ccuimon or Fancy I'igeous, or Uees, or

otTers. Write for particulnrs.

AVILIil \m FRKY, York, Pa
,

and liver l-ointir pup, 8 nion-hs old. of t

for a good trio or pair of Brown Leghorn
along your ofTera.

ill exchnnee a thorough bred white

celehrut**d Prinre of Wales t-tnck,

or other approved varieties. Send

a. n. »OI»DKI€H, Toledo. Iowa, basal
doff, large, handome, and A No. 1 watch dog. to t

Setter, or any desirable pet stock WUul offers?

ni\TT HAFI.E, Foxburg, Pa., will t-xchango t-gg." from first and
special premium stock, G. Sp. Hainlmrgs, IJrown Letrhorus, and Roueu
Ducks, for IlautaniH, Goose, or Pekiu Duck eggs. Write!

T. I>. HAiniVTOND, MayvillG, l*J. J , to reduce stock, will exehange
Light lirahmas, rneka or hens, for double barrel breech londing shot guu,
Straw Cutter, Krie Lawn Mower, Milch Cow, Pigeons, or offers.

lowAKD 'I'WIMNG. Doylestown, Bucks Co., Pa., will exchange
- finMcn I'moiled Hamburg cockerels, (last summer^s hatch, good stock,

of whirl] tnok premiums last winter,) for almost anythiug that offers

uie beiir from you soon.

I. P. H, BKOWNi Augu«ta, Georgia, will exchange a few pure
tested Italian Queens, of imported mothers, for Dark Brahma hens and cock
of genuine stock, or for eggs of .same.

J. B. PCRRY, Cuyahnga Fall^^, Ohio, will exchange White Cochin
ck, Todd's stock, for Brown Leghorn hen, or sitting of Ued Game Bantam

«. K. LINDERM.AN, Scarlet Mills, Pa., will exchange eggs from
Dark Brahmas, Plymonth Rock , and White Leghorns, for Brown Leghorns.
W. F. B. Spanish, and Silver Spungled llamburg eggs. Must be from first

class stock, and the same will be given

J. I?l SKIIili:^, JR., No. 9 Margaret St., Allegheny City, Pa., will

exehange one pair Mottled Trumpeters, one pair Yellow Jacobins, oni' pair

Stars, one Yell 'w Pouter hen, one White Dutch hen, one Kuffleneck Moore-
cap cock, for Magpie Quakers, Snella. and Bl 'ck Jacobin cock. \Vant nothing
but first-class birds, as ujine are. What offers?

A. E. ABBOTT, East Hampton, Hampshire Co., Mass .will exchange
one liver colored, pure blood, unbroken Setter, about 2 years old, for anything
that won't eat. What offers? Rejected offers unanswered.

r. G. WILSON, Millbury, Mass.,WHnts to exchange eggs from Dark
Brahmas and Phmouth Rocks, from the be.'^t of strains, for any kind of
Bantam eggs, (name the strains of your fowls,) or Pigeons.

A, S. BEERMAN, South Branch, N. .T.. will exchange Lop-
eared Rabbits, 11 months old, Ifi inch oarage; Angoras, 10 month-^ rid ; Fire
do., 3 months old; Fancy Pigeons, Red Jacobins, TumhltTs; one handsome
pair Yellow Tumblers; one Ued Tumbler cock, and several others; one Red
Barb coek, very tame, regubir pet ; White Fans, and Aiitwerps, for Iloudans,
White Leghorn pullets, or offers. Nothing but first-class stock wanted.

S. K. FERRIS, Stamford, Conn., wants a choice sitting of White
Crested White Polish Eggs in exchange for Eggs of White Leghorns, Dark
or Light Brahmas, Partridge or Buff Cochins, or Golden Sebright Bantams.
Stock strictly high-class, and bred with extreme care.

». FRAIVK ELL.IS, Cambridge, Mass
Spangled Hamburg cock or cockerel, for Fancy Pigei

ORVIL.I.E FIjI\T, Westhampton, Mass., will exchange Bass Drum,
30-inch heads, and Double Barreled Rifle, for Brown Leghorns, fowls, or

eggs, Wright's, Tegetraeier's, Cooper's, or Doyles' Poultry Books, Webster's
revised Unabridged Dictionary, or what offers.

W. AVOOBBURY, Niagara Falls, N Y., would exchange one Ameri-
can Knitting Machine, Florence, Victor, Wilcox k Gihbs Se«ing Machines,
one Bass R0'1. for Lop-eared Rabbits, Brown Leghorns, P. Ro;ks, Black Ilam-
burghs, Carriers, or Pouters. What offers?

JOHN K. CATTIP, Winsted. Ct., will exchange eggs for hatching
from first class Light Brahmas, (P. Williams' strain.) for first class S. S. Ham-
burg, colored Dorking, or B. B. Red Game Bantam hens or pullets.

JOHN E. SCHUm:. 150 South Water St., Lanca-ster City, Pa., will
exchange a fine trio of Angora Rabbits, a few Dutch Rabbits, one Light
Brahma cockeral ; two pullets, good stock; one male Canarv bird, one good
single barrel shot gun, for most anything useful. Make me offers.

^f{\ijED.

READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAL OF EXCHANGES.

5me and address of any person acting dishonestly through tbt
i and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column

J. C. tiONG, JR., 39 North 9th St., Philadelphia, Pa., wants good
White Jacobin cocks, with clear plumage and pearl eyes ; also good Black-
winged Turbits, and Blue and Black -winged Swallow hens. State quality
and price.

AV. ATLEE RTIRPEE, 1332 Arch Pt., Philadelphia, Pa., wants
Fancy Pigeons, espceially .lacobins, of all colors. Give particulars anil

prices. Only first-class birds will be purchased. Large lots preferred.

,T. B. IIAMMONB, Mayville, N, Y.. wants Mocking Bird, must be a
good singer; B. B. Bed Game Bantam pullets, Ferrets, t'cotch Terrier Biteh,
Pigeons, Garden Seed, in exchange for Light Brahmas, old or young, male or

AV. G TRACY, Towan^la, Pa , wants a pair of Blaek Nuns, apair of
Yellow Afric. n Owls, ai.d a trio of Gold Laced Sehrights, 1876 hatch, t-ood

stock wanted. Send full descripdon and lowest cash price. l*igeons must be
ated. No postals wanted.

P. FRANK EL LIS, Cambridge. Mass., wants a solid Yellow Fantail

cock, solid Red Turbit cock, short face Blue Beard hen, and a pair of good
Black Beards ; also Red or Yellow ^uns, and Black Cre.^ted F^ntail hens

ADYERTISEyVlENTS

From reliable parses, on any subject interesting to Fanciers, -will he inserted
at 20 cents per line of at>our twelve words, each insertion in the wide column.
Each number or initial will rount as one word.
Transient advertisements, rash in advance ; six to twelve months, quarterly

in advance, or on presentation of the bill.

FOR SALE,
rdered quick.

) pairs of created White Polish, at $5.00 per pair, if

G. W. CIIIDSEY, Elmira, N. Y.

PLVIWOrTH ROCKS.-First and Special Premium, at Buffalo

1875 ; First Premium at Utica, 187G. Eggs, $2.li0 per 13.

S. S. MORLEY, Clyde, N. Y.

FOR SALE OR TRADE for BulTsorDuckwingB-.ntams.one pair

of fine large Dark Bruhmae, '75 hatch Mine are No. 1 stock—shall expect
same. J. W. BKOWNTSG, Indianapolis, Jnd.

S. K. FERRIS, SfauUord, Conn., Can ship

Kggs from choicest strains of WHITE LEGHORNS, (well-

known, popular laying strain of J. F. Ferris, 50 choice pedi-

gree birds.) Cochins, Brahmas, Bantams, Ducksl Twenty

large breeding yards ! Safe transportation guaranteed 1 1 No
diroinos!!! Kggs, 20 cents each—$20 per 100 ! ! Fowls, ^-3

to $20 each \ Write !

!

PURE and Fresh Eggs from Choice L. Brahmas, P. Rocks, and Brown
Leghorns. Thirteen for §2.00; 39 for .$5 00.

5t Address C. A. ANDREW, West Boxford, Mass.

FREE.—Send your address to Geo, Resseguie, .Jr., North Ridgeway, N.
Y., and reeeive his circular and price list of Kggs for hatching. Low prices

and choice stock. 3teow

FANCY PIGEONS AND EGGS FOR HATCHING.
I have a lot cf young Red and Yellow Barbs, at ©4.00 per pair; White

Fantails, 3r3.o0 per pair; Raid Tumblers, ©300 per pair ; and other varieties

at low prices. Can furnish Eggs from Light Brahmas, S4.00 ; Brown Leg-
horns, )e;3.00 ; P. Coehms. S4.0U ; American Dominique.^ and White Leghorns,
S3.00 each per setting of 13. My stock is all guaranteed to be pure bred.
Eggs carefully parked. J. C. LONG, Jr.,

2t 39 North 9th St., Philadelphia, Pa.

AVHBTE LEGHORN EGGS for sale at S2.o0 per 13, from my
stock that took first premium at Pei nsylvania State Poultry Show in 1870-74
and '75 ; also 1st and special for best cock, and special for best hen at Mary-
land State Show at Baltimore '76. Birds I raised have taken more fii'st

premiums at the Pennsylvania State Show at Philadelphia than all other
Leghorns combined I Deny it who can ; it can't be did.

eow Address WM. McANALLY, Newark, Del.

G. S. HALL, Gu^taTus. Trumbull Co., Ohio, can spare Dark Brahmas,
Buff Cochins, Partridge Cochins. Brown Leghorns. Plymouth Rocks, and B. B.
R. Game Bantams. Write for circular giving full descriptions of breeding
stock, price list of e£,gs, etc.

P. S. Having bought of G. W. Dickinson, of Warren, Ohio, his entire
stock of Buff and Partridge Cochins, andB. B. Red Game Bantams, including
some grand imported fowls and a number of prize winners, I am better pre-
pared than ever to fill orders for first-class stock.

R. F. SHANNON,
Breeder of High Class Light and Dark Brahmas,

Importer and Breeder of

GAME BANTAMS AND FANCY PIGEONS.

" EGGS PACKED TO HATCH, AND SATISFACTION GIVEN.

Light Brahmas, §3 per 13; Dark Brahmas, $5; Pyle Bantams, $4. No
circulars. Enclose return postage.

P. S. See premium lists of Chicago and Pittsburgh, '76.

Address P. 0. BOX, 568, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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FANCIERS' AGENCY, 12 Courclandt St., New York.
THOROUGHBRED FOWLS, PIGEONS, AND RABBITS,

GROUND BONE, GROUND BEEF SCRAPS, GROUND OYSTER SHELLS.
SOLE AGENT FOR DNITED STATES FOR

WALTON'S ROl'P I'lLlS AND TONIC PASTE, AND BllOWN'S AKOMATIC COIIir«lRD, UELCDE'S NCN-FKEFZING rRINElKG rci^TAIRS.

Poultry and Tigeon Fixtures of all descriptions. Douglass Mixture, Long's Atrophy Lozenges, Salt Cat, etc. RICHARD KIRBY.

THE LARGEST POULTRY ESTABLISHMENT lU WESTERU HEW YORK.
LIGHT BRAUMAS, DARK BRABMAS, PARTRIDGE COCHINS, WHITE LKGBOR.>S,

BROWN LEGHORNS, HOUDANS, GOLDEN SEBRIfiHT BANTAMS,

From stoek imported by me and from selected .specimens of the best strains in this country.

Fowls for sale at all seasons. Eggs for hatching from same pens I use for this purpose, S3.00 per sitting of 13, or C2 for $10.00, any or all vaiieties. Ko circulars.
When you write, please state explicitly what you want.

GEO. S. JOSSELYN. Fredonia, Chautaiiqua Co. N. Y.

AMERICAN STOCK JOURNAL.
THIS POPULAR MONTHLY HAS BEEN ENLABC-ED AND IMPEOVED.

' IS DEVOTED TO EVERYTHING OP INTEREST

TO THiB STOOIKZ-BK^EIEIDEK. J^H^ID IF J^K^nVCIEIE^.

PRICE ONLY $1.00 FOR FIFTEEN MONTHS.
POTTS BROS., Parkersburg, Pa.

B. & V. HASBROU€K, Box 27, South
Orange, N. .1., Rreederti of Fine Poultry find Eggs, have
a few more Choice Fowls to sell at low prices, lor 30 tn

40 days. Fowl« are all from No. 1 strains; Buff
Cocbius at S5 a trio, e^gs ifF1.50 for 13 ; and nice Rose-
Comb Dominiquep, only ffi7.50 to SlU.OO per trio, eggs
$^2.00 per 13 Nothing sent C 0. D. Please state

where you saw this advertisement. Orders received

HAMBURGS.—Wheaton Bros. Zoar, Mass.,
are making a specialty of Golden and Silver Spangled
Hamburgs,from imported stock. Eggs $2 per 13.

T- T. PRESXONs Candor, N. Y., breeder of

Light Brabmas, Buff and Partridge Cochins, Golden
Sebright Bantnms Can spare a few eggs from the
above varieties, at S5.00 per dozen.
March 1876

C. G. XREXIiKKjAUenfown, Pa., can furnish
earthen nest pans at half the usu«l price ; they prevent
Vermin and promote cleanliness. Price, ^1.25 per
dozen, or .SS.OO for five dozen, including packing. Can
be shipped either by freight or express.

X. I.. C. E.
Duncan Kay , Gait, Ont. Canada, importer and breeder

of Black Spanish, Black Hamburgs. Golden Penciled
Ilamburgs. Silver Penciled Hamburgs, Golden and
Silver Duck Wing, and Black Breasted Red Game
Bantams. Eggs $4 00 per silting of 13, three sittings

lor $10.00. a" few birds of each variety for sale.

EGGS! SGGS! EGGS!
At half price, from Williams' Light Brahmas and

Aylesbury ducks, (Todd's strain).

Address AV. W. ELLIOTT,
2t McEwensville, Pa.

The Cheapest an«l Best
T^ay to get good birds, is to purchase Eggs. I am
shipping Eggs from my best Game birds, fresh and
CJirefuUy packed in baskets, at $5.00 per dozen for

Black Beds and Duckwings. and :5;6.O0 per dozen for

Brown Reds. All of the above stock are equal to any
in the country, and are, many of them, imported birds

of the best strains. JOHN STONE,
Coatesville, Chester Co., Penn.

FOR SAI.E.
Ten good Light Brahma cockerels, 15 to 20 good

pullets

I have given careful attention to breeding these fowls
for several years.

My birds are pure and my prices reasonable. Write
for particulars.

3t T. D. HAMMOND, Mayvllle, N. Y.

A GOOD OPS^NING FOK AM ENEK-
GETBC fiSlifiD MAN.

A Bird Stnre, stock, and fixtures, §300; the only
store known in 100 miles radius. The advertiser wish-
ing to embark in other business. One cage in the
above cost $120. A good bargain to th'^se interested.

The stock will retail, at a rough calcuUtion, about
$300. Any stock objected to will be deducted from the
same. Address BIRD STORE,

Hyde Park, Penn.

FLYING ANTWERPS.
To arrive in March, fifteen pairs of Flying Antwerps,

from Antwerp, Belgium, at from ^G to .'JilO per pair^

Also, extra trained birds, from S15 to $20 per pair.

Orders taken for young birds.

JOHN VAN OPSTAL,
4 Lewis Street, New York.

BROXZE TURKEYS AKD TEKIN DUCKS.

E«?;^s, $5.00 per Bozen.
LIGHT BK.\HMAS, ®3.00 per dozen. Premiums

awarded in 1876: At Maine Poultry Exhibition, 1st, 2d,
and all specials on Bronze Turkeys; also premiums for

best collection of Uronze Turkeys and Pekiu Ducks.
At New England (Springfield) Exhibition, 1st and 2d
on Bronze Turkeys, and 2d and 3d on Pekin Ducks. I

am breeding Light Brahmas to the cock which took 1st

premium at Maine Exhibition of 1875, and to another
wbi.-h took 1st at Maine Exhibition of 1876. Eggs, $3
per dozen.

_
White Crested Black and Silver Spangled

Polish, \Vhite and Brown Leghorn eggs from premium
stock, $2 per dozen. Birds of all the above kinds for

sale. Send for catalogue.

C. P. MATTOCKS, Portland, Me.
P. 0. East Baldwin, Me.

EGGS FOB HATCHING,
T will Fell a limited number of Eggs for Hatching

from my best mating of Light Brahmas this season, ac

$3.00 per dtzen.
I m;ike a specialty of these fowls, and have 8 breeding

pens of choice birds.

6t T. D. HAMMOND, Mayville, N. Y.

WHITE GUINEAS.
I have about fiv'

juiueas for sale ; j

or six more pairs of -pure Wliii

Iso one pair of Dominiques.
Address C. H. FRY,

Box 364, York, Pa.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL
IS THE

BEST ADVERTISING MEDIUM

IN THE COUNTRY TOR THE

PBICE.

SEND ALONG YOnR ADVERTISEMENT AND

COUNTENANCE A

WEEEL Y!

THAT CAREFULLY
GUARDS THE INTERESTS

OF THE HONEST FA.NCIER.

SUBSCRIBE AND ADVERTISE!!!

NOW IS THE TIME.
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AMERICAN DOMINIQVES.

HOME-LOVE.
My heart goes back to a cottage home
Away 'mid the ferny fells;

Now the guelder roses are out like foam
And the crown imperial's leafy dome

Is heavy with tremulous bells.

Laburnum and lilac, gold and gloom,
And the snow-white chestnut spires.

And the bountiful hawthorn's drifted bloom,
They lend me the wings of their swift perfume
To flee where my soul desires.

Over the town that is friendless and bare,
O'er tower and steeple and dome,

Over great houses and gardens rare,

Over wide forests and pastures fair,

Till I come to my cottage home.

To my home that is hid in the Past's great tomb
I can go with the scent of the flow'rs,

And pass, by the magic of each perfume.
Through the garden paths and the shaded room
Where I lived Life's happiest hours.

AMERICAN BOMINIQUES.
This is an old-fashioned breed, so to speak, which is probably

quite as widely known, and has been as well liked as any of the
now fashionable ones, which are now sought after at extraordinary
prices. U'he Dominique is a breed adapted to all uses, being very
hardy, both as fowls and chicks, excellent layers, and especially
as winter layers, they have few if any equals. The hens are good
setters and mothers. The color of plumage may be described, as

bluish-gray each feather having a light grey ground, barred cross-

wise with a dark, slaty, blue penciling. The cocks have a proud
carriage, full neck, and saddle hackles, and full tails, with well
curved sickle feathers. The hens are active and domestic. We

should add that a broad back, and full deep breast, with short

thighs set wide apart, and well tucked wings, are essential points.

They are fine birds for the table, their flesh being very tender and
juicv, and of excellent flavor, and their bones being sm.all, they

afford much more meat than large framed birds of greater weight,

and the color of plumage contrasting with their bright red faces,

combs, earlobes, and wattles, and yellow legs, render them very

attractive wherever seen. And their many good qualities com-
mend them to the notice of both farmer and fancier.

THE SPANISH CHESTNUT.
In all the mountain regions of Spain, France, Italy, and Switz-

erland, their declivities, half way up from the plains below to the

snowy peaks above, are clothed with magnificent forests of a spe-

cies of chestnut, the edible fruit of which, imported into this coun-

try, is known as the Spanish chestnut. Gardener's Farmer's Dic-

tionary contains the following brief description of this "famous
European tree ;" The European, also called the Spanish or Italian

chestnut, is of immense size and longevity, trees being known
which have a girth of sixty feet. The wood, except in very old

trees, is admirable,being more durable than oak in most situations.

The bark is also used in tanning. It prefers a dry, silicious soil,

abounding in silicious matter and potash. The European varieiy

is easily raised from the seed, grows rapidly, and bears in seven

years. The fruit is five times larger than ours, and commands a
good price in the market ; chestnuts are used boiled, roasted and
raw. In southern France, Italy, etc., they constitute the bread of

a large population.
»--«

An old lady hearing of a pedestrian's " great feat," wondered
why they didn't interfere with his fast walking.
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PoJlJF^Y DEfi^F^JjVIEflj.

RAISING TURKEYS.
Last year while traveling in the Visalia country, we met a

flock of 300 turkeys, which were being driven to San Francisco

to market. It seemed very strange tliat turkeys could stand so

long a trip, but Mr. Johnson, one of the proprietors, informed us

that he drove !iis turkeys to market everj' year in this manner.

Thinking that he must be a very successfal poultry raiser, we
questioned him as to his method of raising and feeding them,

and as we camped together that night, we learned the following

facts: "I own half this flock," said Mr. Johnson, "and I raise

from 1 50 to 200 turkeys ever)' year. I have about ten acres of

alfalfa, over which I run the water. I have had it fenced off in

two fields, turkey tight, and then I clip their wings. I have good

warm houses and attractive places for the hens to lay, and when
they begin to hatch, I shut up the bro; d for a week or two. At
first I feed them coarse corn meal, corn being very plenty in my
locality, and mix it up with scalding water or sour milk. I com-

mence from the very first to mix a little black pepper in their

feed, and I am careful not to over-feed, nor let them have any-

thing to eat later than four o'clock in the afternoon.

When the young are about two months old I allow the hens to

take them into one of the alfalfa fields, and after that they re-

quire very little feeding, though a little scalded meal and black

pepper, and occasionally a little sulphur, is very good. All the

thick milk I put in troughs where they can get all they want of

it. He informed us that his present number of turkeys would

bring in San Francisco over four hundred dollars. It was his

calculation to keep them somewhere near Oakland, in a suitable

field until they had recruited from the trip, before offering for

sale.

—

Sacramento Valley Agriculturalist.

NON-SITTING FOWLS.
The non-sitters comprise all the different kinds of Hamburgs,

Spanish, Leghorns, and Polands, and also some of the French

fowls. To eradicate the instinct, which is so inherent in wild

birds and so necessary to their existence, poultry keepers have

taken the least constant sitters for many generations, to lay eggs

for hatching. This is a curious instance of what can be done by

the breeder's art, and is quite valuable, as division of labor works

as economically in the poultry-yard as in human society. Non-
sitters, if well-bred, will not give one confirmed case of sitting

among fifty birds, though they sometimes sit for a few hours or a

day, but soon leave off. They often have periods of leaving off

laying for several days or a week. These correspond to the

sitting fever of the incubating breeds. The instances of fowls

sitting steadily, although belonging to a breed of pure non-sitters,

show reversion to the primitive type when incubation was uni-

versal.

If you wish your stock fully up to the mark, do not breed

from such. A eross between two different breeds of non-sitters

produces a race that sits as regularly and persistently as any

fowls. Some crosses between breeds are very desirable, but non-

sitters should be kept pure, or the trait which constitutes their

princip.al v.ilue, is lost. Where many fowls are kept it is better

to have the larger part consist of some non-sitting breeed. A
great saving may be made in a sitting breed to produce a few

good mothers, and the rest, say three-quarters of the whole of

your stock, of some breed of non-sitters. Labor is so high in

this country, that the time of man, woman and child, capable of

managing poultry, is worth saving. It is as easy to take care of

two hundred non-sitting hens during the warm season as one

hundred of a sitting variety. Suppose the non-sitters are kept

in eight yards, each yard having twenty-five layers, with no

trouble from obstinate, clucking hens ; also the latter in four

yards, of twenty-five each. It being well known, among man-

agers of poultry, that fowls must be kept quiet to do well, and

therefore must not be mixed with strangers ; the sitters from a

yard must be confined in a particular jail-pen, to cure incubating

inclinations, and then returned to their own friends in the same

yard. Now, four yards each with its jail-pen, make eight in all

to be supplied with food, water and dust-bath, to be cleared often,

and also to be whitewashed or to be treated with carbolic acid,

the work being about the same as that required by the eight

yards of non-sitters in the first case; and if we make any ac-

count of time spent, in looking after and removing sitters, which

is considerable, where there are a great number of fowls, the

sitters compare at a still greater disadvantage.

—

Amtrican Stock

Journal.

SIZE OP FLOCKS.
Persons wishing to realize the best results per capita should not

keep too many fowls together. The larger the flock, the smaller

the average number of eggs to the hen. A smaller number than

fifteen kept together, will give a better average of eggs than a

greater number.

Flocks do pretty well until they number twenty; but a greater

number will not give profits corresponding to numbers of ten,

twelve, or even si.x in a flock.

To illustrate what we mean, we say, if we had thirty six hens,

we would expect to get better returns from them if they were

separated into three colonies and kept apart, than if they all ran

in one flock. Three flocks would take no more feed, but would

require a little more time to look after them, than if they all ran

together, and would give from thirty to forty per cent, better

returns. We do not claim that it will pay farmers to arrange the

necessary accommodations for separating their flocks and keeping

them apart, but simply state the fact that small flocks are

more profitable than large ones, unless the necessary care be given

to the large flocks. We would not undertake to keep more than

twenty-five hens in one flock, and generally keep from ten to

fifteen in a flock.

—

Journal of Agriculture and Farmer.

RAISE FOWLS.
In view of the fact that grasshoppers and other insect plagues

are spreading over the country from the West, and that they gerie-

rally accompany a dry summer and may be expected to reach

this state soon, it would be well for farmers and all who can do so,

to raise many chickens, turkeys, and other domestic fowls, which,

like the birds, are among the best destroyers of insect life. Shoot-

ing of all iusectiverous birds should also be prevented. Even

crows will do more good by destroying potato bugs and gr.asshop-

pers than is generally supposed. An instance is related of a flock

of crows having cleared of potato bugs a patch of potatoes

planted near the edge of a wood, and it is suggested that a dead

snake or any small carcass placed near by would draw them to
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any potato-patch not too close to the farm buildings. Our

rcadera will no doubt remember the account published last year

of a vast army of black caterpillers in California being destroyed

and the crops saved by turning into the field two thousand tur-

keys, collected wherever they could be found, for that special pur-

pose. The small grasshoppers are increasing in numbers most

ri'marknbly every year, even in this section, and domestic fowls

will be found a valuable aid in their suppression. The wise laws

against the destruction of Insectiverous birds have already checked

the alarming increase of caterpillers, and largely augmented the

yearly fruit crop in this region ; and now, as we have destroyed

nearly all the woods in which the game birds found shelter, we

must defend ourselves against the larger insect pests by raising

armies of domestic fowls. Every one owning even a small lot of

ground can help, and they will generally more than pay for the

trouble and expense of keeping them.

—

Reading Eagle.

A DOUBLE EGG.

Less than a mile from Pillow, Pa., lives a farmer that had a

double, or double shelled, egg. It was an extra large egg, and

drew the attention of the family, and came to the conclusion that

it must have two yolks.

When the lady came to use the egg, she made a small hole in

the shell to let it run out, but only a small quantity of white came

out. When nothing more came she began an examination, and

to her amazement found another perfect egg inside the shell. She

preserved it till the family came together, when she showed it, and

told them what she had found.

When the second shell was broken, nothing more was found

than a real and natural egg. The egg was also shown to neigh

bors who can testify to its truth.

FACTS IN TURKEY BREEDING.
The American Agriculturalist has these comments and quota-

tions on turkey breeding and raising

:

There is nothing like facts to confirm a theory. If it were

really believed that good selection and good feed would increase

the avct-age size of turkeys a third, it would not be difficult to

get intelligent farmers to pay attention to these points. We find

a very important item in a local journal from North Stonington,

Ct., which confirms this view. This town is on the borders of

Khode Island, and represents the district where the Narragansett

turkeys are principally raised, known in the market as Rhode
Island turkeys. The writer says: " Probably more than fifty

thuusand pounds of poultry were sent from this vicinity for the

Thanksgiving market in Boston last season, at 23 cents per

pound. The quality sent this year is better than that of last

year, some lots of turkeys averaging more than twelve pounds,

and one monstrous old fellow bore down thirty-six and a quarter.

The size of turkeys raised hereabouts has increased steadily for

twenty-five or thirty years, owing to attention to propagation.

The time was when the average at Thanksgiving did not exceed

eight pounds, and brought only as many cents per pound

;

where.as the weight has been increased fifty per cent., and the

price two hundred per cent."

From Stonington, the town immediately south, a still larger

quantity was sent, and the quality was a grade heavier. Said an

old farmer who bought a large bronze gobbler of premium stock

last season :
" I must have some more of that stock, for I have

the heaviest turkeys in the neighborhood." Good feed, especially

during the first fall and winter, is almost as important as good

stock. A fixrmer feeds a bushel of corn a day to a hundred tur-

keys in November, at the cost of a dollar, and it looks a little

extravagant. But it is less than the third of a quart, and the

cost of a cent a day for each bird. We once tried the experiment

of feeding some second litter turkeys through the winter, and

found the hens gained about two pounds a month and the (;ob-

blers three. The feed was principally boiled potatoes, and meal

and corn. At this rate, the gain in flesh, at twenty-five cents a

pound, would be worth seventy-five cents a month for each gob-

bler, and fifty cents for each hen. If thirty cents worth of feed

will make this gain, it cannot be very bad business to feed tur-

keys liberally through the winter. By all means have large,

well-fed stock to breed from in the spring, and the time to make
them is now.

WOMEN AS POULTRY RAISERS.
The special capacity of wf men for caring for pets is so well

establi.'fhed that it is a matter of suprise that a larger number do

not make their natural inclination a matter of profit in the raising

of poultry. There is no reason why woman may not be as suc-

cessful as man in this branch of productive and profitable industry.

Indeed, when it is considered that the business requires close

attention to minute details, patience, and gentleness of manner,

woman seems to be peculiarly fitted for the business. The Danbury

man's humorous description of the different ways in which woman
and man attempt to get a hen into the coop, and the superiority of

the former's method, is as true as it is fuimy. After the hennery

or coop is built there is no department of the work that a woman
cannot preform without exhausting labor or too heavy demand

upon her time. "Down South," poultry raising is a woman's

special department, and one need not go farther South than

Baltimore or Washington to find the markets thronged with the

female venders of their own feathered products. That the busi-

ness is profitable, the experience of hundreds testifies, and that it

is healthful, and may beattractive, is susceptible of demonstraticc.

—Iowa Fine Stock Gazette.

HEREDITY.
How fiir external conditions will influence a being, and then

that being communicate it to a race, is brought up prominently

by a discussion now going on as regards the origin of a breed

known as Tailless Fowls. These breed and continue to breed

chickens that have no tails ; and there is a sort of tradition,

believed in by chicken-fanciers, that this breed originated by some

one cutting off the tails of a pair and continuing to cut them off

for several successive generations. Once started in that way by

art, the habit became second nature to them, and they continue

to communicate this nature to th^ir progeny. This is the idea,

and it seems very absurd to entertain it for a moment. Ever since

the Normans conquered England, men of that country have used

the razor and shaved their faces clean. No doubt some fiimilies

could be found in which for many generations not a hair of their

beard has been allowed to grow
;
yet we venture to say that if

any young sprig of such a family were ambitious to raise a mus-

tache, he would have no more trouble in doing so than any aver-

age young blood of the present day. We pare our nails and clip

our hirshute head-covering continually, and some say only to

make them grow all the more ! Surely all this should show that

nothing permanent could come from clipping feathers from the

birds in the way of finally suppressing them. Still there is no

doubt that continuous habits have some influence on heredity.

For an instance it is said, and it is probably true, that the opera-

tives of India have a finer sense of touch than we have, and that

this has been wholly brought about by handling silk for so many
generations. The one who now may never have handled silk, yet

inherits the delicate sensation from those who have. In cattle

also, many injuries inflicted externally become hereditary spavin,

a disease wholly from over-work in the first instance, according to

Hngard, an authority among veterinarians, will reappear in the
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offspring, as well as other weaknesses arising in the same w.ay.

Hugard even believes that a blind race could be formed by con-

tinually breeding from parents that had their eyes put out ; and

simple disuse for want of liijht to use their eyes, produced in

time the family of blind fishes which inhabit the Mammotli

Cave.

As we have said, there does not seem any more reason why
continuous shaving should not in time end in a beardless race,

than in the idea that continuous cropping produced the Tailless

fowls ; but the whole subject is one that is not well worked out,

though it is of great interest to every stock-breeder.

—

Journal of

Agriculture and Farmer,

THE EXHIBITION OF THE NATIONAL POULTRY
ASSOCIATION AT CHICAGO.

The much talked of show came off according to programme.

The entries numbered about 2,200—a large number, but still

not equal to the general expectation. It was the universally ex-

pressed opinion that there would be from 3,000 to 4,000 entries,

especially as the premiums were awarded to single birds. In

point of excellence, the show was fully equal to the average, and,

perhaps, a little above.

The exhibition was held in the north wing of the Exposition

Building—a fine hall, three hundred feet long by one hundred

feet wide. The fowls were well arranged, leaving broad, spacious

aisles between the rows of pens, and frequent cross passages, so

that, while there were hundreds of people present, the room did

not seem at all full. Some defects in management, which are

always incidental to a first show, were perceivable, but these will

be rectified after the experience of this exhibition.

Of the breed shown, the Asiatics and Games were the largest

classes. Of Light Brahmas, there were one hundred and fifty-

five entries; of Dark, one hundred and ten. The first were a

good show, but not equal to Brooklyn in quality. The applica-

tion of the new scale-of-poin ts did not meet with favor by all the

exhibitors, although the judges are (or seem to be) quite satisfied

with its working.

In Cochins, of Partridge there were sixty ; Buff, eighty

;

White, twenty-four, and Black, twenty ; all excellent classes,

—

the Whites the poorest, many of the birds having been the rounds

of the shows for the past two months, and being greatly out of

condition in consequence. The Partridge were excellent, and the

BuflF probably the finest class seen for some years.

In the Games, the Black Reds numbered seventy-four entries,

and a grand class they were. The celebrated Pure-Gold strain

of Dan. Allen, Gait, Out., were exhibited in four generations,

and succeeded in carrying off their share of prizes. It was a

hard class to judge, for competition was very close. In the other

varieties of Games, there were one hundred and thirty-seven

pens, and a grand display they made. The Yellow Duckwings

were very fine, as a class, which is unusual. Silver Duckwings,

also good. The prize birds of Brown Reds were of extraordi-

nary merit, but the remainder not above the average.

Of Polish there was a total of ninety-six pens divided into

Silvers, fifteen; Golden, twenty-eight; White, thirty-seven, and

White-Crested Black, sixteen. All the varieties of unusual ex-

cellence, and forming a class, the like of which we have never

before seen. Sperry, of Hartford, was there in strong force with

his Whites, and carried off all the prizes in that variety. The

White-Crested Black were splended. One exhibitor had some

grand birds, which would have won high honors, but he was over

anxious, and plucked out the few black feathers there were in the

crests ; the birds were, of course, disqualified, and he was made

a wiser, if not a happier man. Goldens and Silvers were both of

a quality rarely seen. The judge on Goldens, however, was some-

what green, for he threw over cocks, or cut them severely, be-

cause they had white feathers in their crests, when, as every

breeder knows, old fowls of this variety are never without them.

Of Dorkings, there were hut twenty pens. Whites good

;

Silver Grays tine in size, but bad in plumage ; Colored, very large

and fine.

Hamburgs were also a grand class. Silver Spangled, thirty-

seven coops, of high merit; Gold Spangled, nineteen pens, ditto.

Ongley, of Auburn, was well represented here, and won high

honors with his celebrated "Beldon's stock. Silver Penciled

comprised the largest and best class of this variety we have ever

seen. Golden Penciled, a large class, twenty-eight coops, also

excellent. Blacks, the smallest in numbers, but not at all behind

in excellence, reflected credit on Wright of Sandwich, Out.

Competition was very close, and much dissatisfaction prevailed

among exhibitors, each claiming his fowls should have been first.

The judging, in our opinion, was faulty.

In the French class, Houdans led with twenty-two coops.

Creves, only four pens ; all of fair quality. La Fleche, four

coops, were good.

In Spanish, there were twenty-two pens, a good class, better

than usually seen.

Leghorns, a poor class. Whites, thirty pens ; many of the

prize winners had very yellow ear-lobes. The present Standard

allowing this " creamy " tinge, deteriorates sadly the quality of

the birds for the show pen. Brown, only seven pens, but enough

and plenty for the quality,—a very poor lot. First cockerel and

pullet both dark colored, dull and cloudy, and small ; ear-lobes

and comb the only good points about them. There was nothing

in the cl ss worthy of a first, and very doubtful if of second.

Dominique Leghorns, only two pens of very fair birds.

Of PWmouth Rock there were twenty pens. A good show of

good biMs. Competition very close, and some very good birds

just shut out by only one or two points.

Game Bantams numbered one hundred and twenty-two pens,

and were, without doubt, the finest lot ever, shown in America.

Spaulding, of Jaffrey, N. H., had it nearly all his own way on

Black Reds and Duckwings, and also considerable of a " Pile
"

of premiums on other varieties. Smith, of Buffalo, N. Y.,

McLaren, of Meadville, Pa., and Seamans, of Wauwatosa, Wis.,

were his strongest competitors. Of Sebright, the Goldens

numbered seven coops, only fair. Silvers, nine pens, were

unusu.a!ly fine in color. In fact, the best we have seen for a great

many years. Plumage was clear white and lacings fine. Black

Africans, twenty-seven coops, also a most excellent collection,

probably never excelled on this continent. The birds were over-

fed, and when the judges finally examined them, some of the best

and handsomest birds were disqualified for over-weight. The best

coek of the whole lot, in our opinion—owned by Allen, of Gait,

—exceeded the prescribed weight by one-half ounce, and was shut

out. The first prize cockerel—owned by Enos, of Milwaukee,

—

was a perfect beauty, and deserved his honors. Elben, of

Pittsburg, carried off high laurels in this class.

The Turkey class was small, but good. The same may be said

of the Geese, which comprised only seven pens.

Ducks numbered thirty-eight pairs. Aylesburys, nine pens, of

fine quality ; Rouens, ten pens, also fine; Pekins, eight pens (as

usual, much lighter in weight than either Aylesburys or Rouens,

although apparently of double the weight). Cayugas, good, and

White-Crested also good.

In the miscellaneous class, Erminetts and Silkies disputed the

palm.

Of Rabbits, there were seven entries of Lops and two of

Himalayans, all fine specimens.

Ferrets, four entries, Reinhardt, of Buffalo, having the finest

collection, which were exclusively of the " fitch " variety. They
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were very gentle, allowing strangers to handle them with perfect

impunity. They are noted for their gentleness, and fine ratting

and hunting qualities. Johnson, of Wisconsin, also exhibited

largely some fine Whites, and of other colors.

Pigeons counted up two hundred and sixty-five pens : Spear,

of Milwaukee, and Beier, Jr., of Buffalo, the largest exhibitors,

The collection was a fine one, and quality very good ; some of

the high-class pigeons extra fine.

Axford, of St. Louis, exhibited his " Lightning Steam Ben."

(a misnomer, as there was nosteam about it, neither "lightning").

The machine had been running in the office of the building for

three months previous to the show, and the chicks were hatching

out daily, to the delight of the ladies .ind children, who consiantly

surrounded the stand. The principal points of the machine are

the regulation of the heat, by means of electricity, and the mode

of providing humidity in the egg-drawer. It is, however, too

complicated to meet with general favor, as well as too high priced.

The capacity of the machine on exhibition was one hundred and

fifty eggs, and the price $150. In strong contrast, was the"5e//"

Regulating Incubator" standing close by: a simple (apparently)

square box, holding one hundred and fifty eggs, price $.35; regula-

ting itself, and keeping the heat at 101 to 103°, without any

attention other than trimming the lamp, and filling it as often as

required.

The dog show was held in another part of the building during

the three last days of the Poultry exhibition, and was a grand

success. Over three hundred dogs were shown, comprising all

sorts and sizes. We hope to have a special report of this depart-

ment for some future issue. •

list of awards.

National Podltry Society, Chicago, January 20 to 28, 1 876.

Brahmas. Light, Cocks. First, Woodward Brothers, Hyde
Park, 111. ; second, Wright & Butterfield, Simdwich, Ont. ; third,

P. Williams; fifth, Jarvis & Lamb, London, Ont. Cockerels.
First, P. Williams; second, Woodward Brothers ; third, P.
Williams; fourth, C. G. C Alden, sumnan. Ind. Hens. First,

P. Williams ; second .ind third, Woodward Brothers ; fourth and
fifth, P. Williams. Pullets. First and third, same; second, C.
G. C. Aklen ; fourth, W. R. Phelps, Chicago. Dark, Cocks.
First, S. H. Seamans, Wauwatosa; second, third and fourth, P.
Williams; fifth, W. H Doel, Lancaster, Ont. Cockerels. First,

P. Williams ; second, C. A. Sweet, Buffalo; third, William Horn,
Janesville, 111. ; fourth, J. W. P. Hovey, Glencoe, 111. Hens.
First. C. A. Sweet; second, P. Williams; third, H. M. Thomas,
Brooklyn, Ont. ; fourth and fifth, C. A. Sweet. Pullets. First,
First, fourth, and fifth, P. Williams ; second, R. F. Shannon,
Pittsburg; third, C. A. Sweet.

Cochins. Partridge, Cocks. First, third and fourth, P.
Williams

; second, Wright & Butterfield ; fifth, Jarvis & Lamb.
Cockerels. First, second and fourth, P. Williams ; third, B. N.
Pierce, Corning, Iowa ; fifth, W. B. Shyrigh, Urbana, O. Hens.
F"irst, P. Williams; second, J. N. Barker, Thornton, Ind. ; third,

Wright & Butterfield ; fifth, A. P. Groves, Philadelphia, Pa.
Pullets. First, second, third and fourth, P. Williams ; fifth,

Lapham & Co.. Northfield, Ind. Buf, Cocks. First and third,

Jones & Sons, Tecumseh, Mich. ; second, T. F. Barnes, Blairs-
town, Iowa; fourth, S. H. Seamans; fifth, S. Piatt, Geneva, III.

Cockerels. First and fourth, Wrisht & Butterfield; second, J.
T. Boyden, Lincoln, 111. ; third and fifth, T. F. Barnes. Hens.
First, Jones & Sons ; Second, Wright & Butterfield ; third, Dodge
& Kelley, Ravena, 0. ; fourth, J. N. Barker; fifth, T. F. Barnes,
Pullets. First, J. T. Boyden ; second, Wright & Butterfield

;

third and fourth, T. F. Barnes; fifth, J. T. Boyden. White,
Cocks. Second, J. J. Berry, Hackensack, N. J. ; third, S. H.
Seamans. Cockerels. First and second, S. H. Seamans; third,

J. J. Berry. Hens. First, S. H. Seamans; third and fifth, J. J.
Berry; fourth, W. B. Shyrigh. Pullets. First, W. E. Stitt,

Columbus, Wis. ; fourth, S. H. Seamans. Hen. Second, J. J.

Berry. Pullets. Second and third, J. J. Berry. Black, Cocks.
First and third, P. Williams. Cockerels. First, Mrs. J. C.
Dawell, Elmwood, 111.; second, third. fourth andfifth, P. Williams.
Hens. First, P. Williams ; third, C. W. Heaton, Farmington,
III. Pullets. First and third, P. Williams ; second. Mrs. D. W.
Dawell.

Games. Black-Dreastrd Red, Cocks, First, Curtis & Whiton,
Buffalo ; Second, I). Allen, Gait, Ont.; third. Miller & Frazer,
Polo, III.; fourth, H. M. Thomas ; fifth, Mrs. J. C. Dawell.
Cockerels. First and second, D. Allen ; third and fourth, John
Snider, Homer, Mich.; fifth, Curtis & Whiton. Hens, First and
fiiurth, same ; second and third, D. Allen. Pullets. First, sec-

ond and third, same ; fourth, S. E. Law, Norwood Park, 111,

;

filth, Curtis & Whiton. Brown Red. Cocks. First, D. Allen;
second, Curtis & Whiton. Hens. Fir.'st, A. F. Bradley, Jeffer-

sonville. III.; second, Curtis & Whiton ; third, D. Allen. Pullets.

First, A. McLaren, Meadville. Pa. tiilver Dnrkwing, Cocks.
First, second and third, Curtis & VVhiion. Cockerels. Second,
H. M. Thomas ; third, Curtis & Whiton. Hens. Third, same.
Pullets. Second, same. Yellnw D. W., Cocks. First, Curtis
& Whiton ; second, U. M. Thomas; fciurth, J. D. Olcott, Mil-
waukee. Cocknrels. First and lourlh, Curtis & Whiton ; .second,

D. Allen ; third, H. M. Thomas. Hius. First, second and
fourth, J. H. H.ammoU, St. Louis; third, D. Allen. Pnllets.

Fourth, Curtis & Whiion. Cock, Thiril, John McGraw. Red
Pile, Cocks. First, H. M. Thomas ; second, Curtis & Whiton

;

third. Grant & Leonard, Davenport, Ind. Cockerels. First,

Curtis & Whiton ; S' cond, J. D. Olcolt. Hens. First, H. M.
Thomas ; second, Curtis & Whiton. Pullets. First, same ; sec-

ond, J. D. Olcott. Cock. Fourth, J. Munroe, Chicago. Hens.
Third and fourth, same. Black, Cocks. First, S. E. Law. Hens.
First, same; third, Curtis & Whiton. Pullets, First, same;
.second. Miller & Fra.ser. Cockerel. First, S. Cameron. Hen.
Second, same. Spanaled, Cocks. First, J. D. Hammill ; second,
S. Cameron, Beaver, Pa. Hens. First, J. S. Hammill ; second,
S. Cameron. Blue, Cock. First, Grant & Leonard. Hens.
First, same. Pullets. First, Hughes & Wachter, Sparta, Wis.
Cockerel. First, S. Cameron. Pullet. Second, John Snider.
Ore;/, Cocks. Second, E. C. Dietrich, Buffiilo. Cockerels. E.
C. Dietrich. Hens. First, D. Allen; second, E. C. Dietrich;
third. Miller & Eraser. Pullets. First, same. Cock. First, J.

Munroe. Cockerel. First, S. Cameron. PuUc's. Fir.st, same.
Leghorns. White, Cocks First, J. B. Smith; second, N.

Adams, Utica, N. Y. Cockerels, B. Smith; second, O. L. Tay-
lor, Freeport, 111; third, S. H. Seamans; fourth, L. D. Ely,
Rochester, N. Y. Hens. First, S. H. Seamans; second, J. B.
Smith; third, L. D. Elv; fourth, N. Adams. Pullets. Second,
0. L. Taylor; third, J. B. Smith; fourth, S. H. Seamans.
Cock. Third, 0. Howland. Pullet. First, same. Dominique,
Cockerels. F. M. Moeller, Plymouth, Ma.ss. Pullets. First,

same. Brown, Cockerels. First, O. Foestcr, Chicago. Pullet'i.

Fir.st, same ; second and third, J. G. Lapham, Northville, 111.

Cockerel. First, S. Cameron. Pullet. Second, 0. Cameron.
Black Spanish. Cocks. First, R. McMillan; second, H. M.

Thomas; third and fourth, F. M. Bradley, Chicago. Cockerels.
First and third, J. Bennet, Sunman, Ind.; second and fourth, R.
McMillan. Hens. First, H. M. Thomas; second, O. Howland,
Auburn, N. Y. Pullets. First, R. McMillan; second and third,

J. Bennet.
Hambhrgs. Black, Cocks. First and second, George Wood,

Ithaca, N. Y.; third, Wright & Butterfield. Cockerels. First,

George Wood; second, Wright & Butterfield; third, W. E. Shedd,
Waltham, Mass.; fifth, Wright & Butterfield. Hens. First and
thii-d, George Wood; second, R. McMillan; fourth, Wright &
Butterfield. Pullets. First and second, J. M. Lambing, Park-
er's Landing, Pa.; third, George Wood; fourth, Wright & But-
terfield. Golden Spangled, Cocks. First and second, E. S. Ong-
ley. Auburn, N. Y. Cockerels. First, second and third, same.
Hens. First, C. B. Elben; second and third, F. Sturdy, Guelpt,
Ont.; fourth, E. S. Ongley. Pullets. First, second and fourth,

same ; third, F. Sturdy. Golden Penciled, Cocks. First, C. S.
Burt, Seneca Falls, N. Y.; second, R. McMillan; third, C. S.
Burt. Cockerels. First, same; second and fourth, R. McMillan

;

third, Wright & Butterfield. Hens. First, C. S. Burt. Pul-
lets. First, R. McMillan; second and fourth, C. S. Burt; third,

Wright & Butterfield. Silver Spayigled, Cocks. First and second,
W. A. Worden, Auburn, N. Y. Cockerels. First and second,
same; third, Wright & Butterfield; Iburth. A. Kephart, Berrien
Springs, Mich. Hens. First and fourth, Wright & Butterfield;
second and third, W. A. Worden. Pullets. First and second,
same; third, Lapham & Co., Northville, Mich.; fourth, C. B.
Elben, Pittsburg. Silver Penciltd. First and second, W. A.
Worden. Cockerels. First and third, same; fourth, Wright &
Butterfield. Hens. First and second, W. A. Worden. Pullets.

First and second, same ; third, Wright & Butterfield ; fourth,
Duncan Kay, Gait, Ont.

Polish. White Crested White, H. T. Sperry, Hartford, Conn.,
took twenty-four premiums, all that were awarded on this variety.

W. C. Black, Cocks. Third, Stowe & Leaton, Bloomington, 111.
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Cockerels. First, Wriglit & Butteriield ; second, S. H. Seamaiis;
third, Jarvis & Lamb. Hens. First. Dr. H. Enos, Milwaukee,
Mich.; secoiul. Stone & Leaton ; third, S. H. Seamans. Pullets.

First, Wrifjht & liuiterficld ; second, Jarvis & Lamh ; third and
fourth, S. H. Seamans. G S., Cocks. First, A. Fosgiite, Au-
hurn, N. Y.; third, H. M. Thomas; fourth, Jarvis & Lamb.
Cockerels. First, Cartwright & Co., Fairport, N. Y.; second, H.
M. Thomas; third and fourth, Cartwrij;ht& Co. Hens. Second,
H. M. Thomas ; third. Cartwright & Co. Pullets. Second, H.
M. Thomas ; third and fourth, Cart\vright& Co. G. S. Beardtd.
Cocks, Second, H. M. Thomas ; third, Curtwright & Co. Cock-
erels. First, H. M. Thonuis. Hens. First and second, A. Fos-
gate; third, H. M. Thomas ; fourth, Cartwright & Co. FuUets.
First, H. M. Thomas. 6". 6'., Cocks. First, Caitwri. ht & Co.;

second, H. M. Thomas. Cockerels. First, Cartwright & Co ; sec

Olid, George H. Gilfut, Auburn, N. Y. First, Cartwright & Co.
Pullets. First. G. H. Gilfut.

HooDANS. Cocks. First, S. H. Seamans ; second, George But-
ters, Oak Park, III ; third, Mrs. J. C. Darwell. Cockerels. Jar
vis & Lamb; secoml, J. C. Walters, Leonardville, N. Y.; third,

Geo. Butters. Hens. First. Cartwright & Co.; .second, J. M.
Willis, Bloomington, III.; third, S. H. Seamans; fourth, George
Butters. Pullets. First, Jarvis & Lamb ; second, Mrs. J C. Dar-
well; fourth, George Butters. Pullets. Third, F. P. Sigler,

Oseola, Iowa.
Creveceurs. Cocks. First, J. Henry Svmonds, Boston.

Cockerels. First, same. Hens. First, same. Pullets, same.
Dorkings. White, Cocks. First, Jarvis & Lamb. Cocker-

els. First, same. Hens. First, same. Pullets. First, same.
Colored, Cocks. First, S. H. Seamans; second, H. M. Thomas.
Cockerels. First, S. H. Seamans. Hens. First, H. M. Thom-
as ; second, S. H. Seamans. Pullets. First and second, same.
Plymouth Rocks. Cocks. First, A. P. Coddingt:^, Tru-

mansbuigh, N. Y.; second, J. J. Berry, Cockerels. First, A. P.

Coddington ; second, D. VVhite, New London, Ohio; third, E. N.
Sanders, Oslikosh, VViss.; fourth, N. Adams, Utica, N. Y. Hens.
First, J. J. Berry ; second, Lapham & Co.; fimrth, J. J. Berry

;

fifth, A. P. Coddington. Pullets. First, D. While ; second, N.
Adams; third, S. Beard, Polo, 111.; fourth, A. P. Coddington.
DoMiNiQUES. Cocks. First, E. K. Smith, Wolcottville, Conn.

Cockerels. First and second, J. Y. Bicknell; third, E. K Smith;
fourth, 0. Howland. Hens. Second, same; third, J. Y. Bick-
nell ; fourth, E. K. Smith. Pullets. First, J. Y. Bicknell ; second,

O. Howland.
Bantams. B. B. R. Game, Cocks. First and second, E. R.

Spaulding; third, E. B. Smith, Buffalo; fourth, A. McLaren.
Cockerels. First, second and third, E R. Spaulding; fourth, E.
B.Smith. Hens. First, second and third, E. R. Spaulding;
fourth, D. Allen. Pullets. First and second, E. R. Spaulding

;

fourth, E. B. Smith. Silver D. W., Cocks. First, E. R. Spaul-
ding ; third, S. A. Seamans; fourth, McMillan. Cockerels.

First, T Mason, Jacksonville, 111.; second, Duncan Kay ; third,

A. McLaren; fourth, R. McMillan. Hens, First, E. R. Spaul-
ding; second, E. B. Smith; third, S. H. Seamans; fourth, Dun-
can Kay. Pullets. First, T. Mason ; second, R. McMillan

;

third, S. A. Philbrook, Brookville Center, Wis.; fourth, E. B.
Smith. Yellow D. W., Cocks. First and second, E. R. Spaul-
ding; third, D. Allen ; fourth, Duncan Kay. Cockerels. First,

E. R. Spaulding; second, E. B. Smith; third and fourth, E. R.
Spaulding. Hens. First and second, same ; third, D. Allen.

Pullets. First, E. B. Smiih ; second, third and fourth, E. R.
Spaulding. tied pile. Cocks. First. R. F. Shannon; second
and third, A. McLaren. Cockerels. First, E. B. Smith ; second,
R. F. Shannon ; third, G. A. Spear, Milwaukee ; fourth, S. H.
Seamans. Hens. First, E. B. Smith ; second, G. H. Spear

;

third, A. McLaren. Pullets. First, E. B. Smith ; second and
third, S. H. Seamans ; fourth, R. F. Shannon. White pile. Cocks.
First, E. B. Smith. Cockerels. First, same. Hens. First, same.
Pullets. First same. Ginger Red, Coc^nreX. First, C. H. Hodge,
Buffalo. Black, Cock. First, C. H. Hodge. Hen. First,

same.
Bantams. Black African, Cocks. First, C. B. Elben ; second,

E. S. Ongley; third, S. A. Seamans; fourth, C. B. Elben.
Cockerels. Second, same ; third, E. S. Ongley. Hens. First,

S. H. Seamans ; second and fourth, E. S. Ongley. Pullets.

First, S. H. Seaman ; second and third, E. S. Ongley ; fourth,C.
B. Elben. Golden Sebright, Cocks. Third, J. N. Barker, Thorn-
town, Ind. Cockerels. Third, Stone & Leaton. Hens. Sec-
ond, J. N. Barker. Pullets. First and second, same; third.

Stone & Leaton
; fourth, S. H. Seamans. Silver Seabright, Cocks,

First, A. Fosgate. Cockerels. Second, same. Ileus. Second,
same.
Turkeys. White. First, J. M. Wills.

Geese. Toulouse. First, Jarvis & Lamb; second, S. H. Sea-
mans. Embden. First, S. H. Seamans.
Ducks. Cagnga, Old. First, J. Y. Bicknell ; second, 0.

Howland. Young. First, 0. Howland ; second, J. Y. Bicknell.
Ai/lesbun/, Old. First, J. Y. Bicknell ; second, F. Sturdy. Young.
First, J. Y. Bicknell : second, F. Sturdv ; third. J. Y. Bicknell.
Rouen. Old. First. F. Sturdy ; second. J. Y. Bicknell ; third, W.
E. Still ; fourth, H. L. Brown, Peru, 111. Young, First, J. Y.
Bicknell

; second, F. Sturdy; third and fourth, S. H. Seamans.
Pekin, Old. First, second, third and fourth, A. Merrill, Mead-
ville. Young. First, S. H. Seamans ; second, third and fourth,
A. Merrill.

—

Poultrg Bulletin.

LIST OF PREMIUMS
Awarded at the First Annual Exhibition of The Sullivan
County Poultry Association, held at Newport, N. H., Feb-

ruary 9th and 10th, 1876.

Asiatics—Light Brahmas—Chicks, 1st, J. H. Johnson, West
Springfield ; 2d, B. P. Spalding, North Grantham; Fowls. 3d,B.P.
Spalding. Partridije Cochins—Chicks, 1st, Mrs, J. G. McKeen,
South Acworth; 2d, G. H. Woodbury, Newport; 3d, A. P. Wel-
come, Newport; Fowls, 2d, A. V. Hitchcock, Newport. Buff

—

Fowls, 2d, Charles H. Lewis, Newport. White—Chicks, 3d, N.
E. Reed, Newport.
American—Dominique.—Fowls, 2d, Chas. H. Lewis, Newport,

Plvmouth Rocks—Fowls, 1st, C. G. Britton, Keene ; 3d, Henry A.
Wilcox, Newport; Chicks, 1st, C. G. Britton; 2d, H. A. Wil-
cox.
Bantam—Golden Sebright—Chicks, 1st, M. M. Straw, Unity.

Black-breasted Red—Fowls, 1st, R. S. Dudley, Newport; Chicks,
1st, J. G. McKeen, South Acworth.
French—Houdans—Fowls, 2d, J. G. McKeen, South Acworth

;

Chicks, 1st, W, D. Hall, South Acworth; 2d, C. H. Watts, New-
port. Plumbagos—Chicks, 1st, Fowls, 2d, D. W. Hall, South
Acworth.
Game—Black-breasted Red—Chicks, 1st, J. G. McKeen, South

Acworth. Brown-Red- -Chicks, 2d, Ira Stowell, Newport.

—

Henthwood—Chicks, 1st, 2d and 3d, R. S. Dudley, Newport,
Hamburg—Go\i\en Spangled—Chicks, 1st, Mrs. J. G. JtcKeen;

Fowls, 2d,' Mrs. J. G. McKeen, SouthAcworth. Silver Spangled
—Chicks, 1st, J. G. McKeen, South Acworth; 3d, F. W. Rich-
ards, Newport; Fowls, 2d, A. W. Rounsevel, Newport.

Polish—White-crested White—Fowls, 1st, G. H. Woodbury,
Newport. Golden Spangled—Chicks, 1st, E. H. Carr, Goshen.
^/mn/sA—White-faced Black—Fowls, 3d, Will Stearns, 3d, S.

H. Edes, Newport. White Leghorns—Fowls, 1st, C. G. Britton,

Keene; Chicks, 1st, E. A. Pollard, Newport; 3d, J. B. Haven,
Newport. Brown Leghorns—Chicks, 1st, Isaac Woodbury, New-
port; 2d, H. P. Coffin, Newport; 3d, A. V. Hitchcock, Newport.
Dominique Leghorns—Fowls, 1st, Curtis G. Britton, Keene.

Guinea Foicls—1st, G. H. Woodburv, Newport.
I'ea Fowls— \st, J. B. Smith, West' Springfield; 2d, Benj. N.

Mazzey, Newport.
Turkeys—Grades—1st, Henry A. Wilcox, Newport.
Pigeons—WhiteFaniails—1st, M. E. Hatch, Newport.
Rabbits—White English— 1st, Jimmey Kingsley, Newport.

Colored English—1st, Mrs. J. G. McKeen, South Acworth.
Kittens—Maltese— 1st, Dell Graves, Newport.
Dogs—Bull Pup— 1 St, Joseph Gamash, Newport. Cocker Span-

iel Bitch—1st, R. S. Dudley, Newport. Scotch Shepherd—1st,

Fred J. Allen, Newport. Spitz—1st, E. P. Fisher, Newport.
Grades—Bitch with Pups, 1st, Joseph C. Kimball, Newport.
Ben and Chickens—1st, J. B. Haven, Newport.

A. J. TUCK, ) T A
A.BEARD, jJ^-^g^^-

The following Officers of the Association have been elected for

the ensuing year

:

President, A. V. Hitchcock, Newport.

Vice-President, A. W. Rounseval, Newport.

Secretary, H. P. Coffin, Newport.

Treasurer, F. W. Richards, Newport.

Directors, J. G. McKeen, South Acworth ; E. A. Pollard, New-

port; R. S.Dudley, Newport; E. H. Carr, Goshen; G.H.Wood-
bury, Newport.

A jawbone six feet long is to be exhibited at the Centennial by

Massachusetts. Put it in the woman's department, by all means.
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S|=OF\JS[Viy\fj's DEf^F^JIVlEfJj.

THE BEGGAR AND HIS DOG.
Translated from the German of Chamisso.

A tnx of three crowns on my ilop: dn they say f

Mfty Heaven's bolt strike me dead if I pay !

Of what sre they thinlcini; then ; will the police

Their griping extortions to levy ne'er cease 1

I'm old, I am feeble, bowed down by pain.

Not one single penny can I ever gain
;

No money have I, and no bread in my scrip,

'Tis but from the cup of distress that I sip.

When stretched on the bed of sickness, and whea
I was poor and in want, who pitied me then'!

And who, when I was forlorn, and alone

In the world, united his fate with my own ?

In sorrow by whom was I loTed and consoled f

Who was it that warmed me when I was cold?
And when I murmured, hungry and faint,

Who hungered with me, nor whined with complaint 1

We both now are going down hill apace,

My friend we must part ; one last embrace

!

Thou art like thy master, both sickly and old.

And he must drown thee for service untold !

Such is the reward, such is gratitude's worth !

And thus it is oft with the sons of the earth.

By heavens ! in battle I've wielded my blade.

But never as yet I the hangman have played.

See I there is the cord, and here is the stone.

And there is the water—It must be done.
Come hither, you hound, look not in my face,

One push with the foot, so ends thy disgrace I

Now o'er his neck dr.iwing the noose of the band.
The dog fawned caressingly, licking his hand.
Then quickly he drew the cord with a check,
And suddenly threw it around his own neck.

He spake a dread curse, through the silence it rang.
The remains of his strength then collecting he sprang
With a bound in the waters, which, foaming, arose
In circles around him then sank in repose.

Though the dog, to the rescue, plunged into the deep.
And waked with his howling the boatmen asleep,
Though whining he dragged them along to the shore,
Alas ! when they found him he was no more.

At midnight they buried him in the deep gloom.
The dog alone followed the corpse to the tomb

;

And where the earth covers his master and friend,

He laid himself down, and awaited his end.

The following hints copied from one of the leading sporting

papers in the country, will perhaps be read with interest by the

sportsmen hereabout: "Guns and rifles can be easily cleaned

from lead by the following process : If a muzzle loader stop up
the nipple or communication hole with a little wax, or if a breach

loader, insert a cork in the breach rather tightly; next pour some

quicksilver into the barrel, and put another cork in the muzzle,

then proceed to roll it about for a few minutes. The mercury and

the lead will form an amalgam, and leave the barrel as clean and

flee from lead as the first day it came out of the shop. The same

(piicksilver can be used repeatedly by straining it through wash

leather; for the lead will be left in the leather and the quicksilver

will again bo fit for use.

NAMING THE DOG.

By reference to the city clerk's records, says the Worcester

(iazMe, where dogs are compelled to register their names, we find

that he has licensed 1,606 dogs this year, including 161 females.

It is with the names of these dogs thut we have to do just at

present, and the list is suggestive and curious. To the ordinary

observer, who is generally no observer at all, it appears that all

the dugs he knows are called Major, or Jack, or Tiger, but a

reference to the city clerk's lists indicates that while these names

are quite frequent, there is a wide list of less common names, from

which to select, if it should happen that you should have a dog

for which a name is wanted.

In the first two hundred and fifty names recorded in Mr. Smith's

dog-register we find that Jack is entered eighteen times, while Jip

appears nine times, Carlo eight times ; Fido, Major, and Kover

seven times each ; Don, Skip, Fanny and Prince, six times ; Dick

and Spot four times ; Topsy, Pedro, Captain, Sport, Fan, Da'.h,

and Nellie, three times ; Tige, Tiger, Jennie, Beauty, Sailor, Ned,

Bruno, Charlie, Pink, Dick, Shepherd, Dot, and Dan, twice each;

and beyond these a list of single names as Major, Zack, Spry,

Duke, Ben, Ned, Pomp, Lion, Nero, Dick, etc., all of no especial

merit as names, or of oddity in application.

But there is oddity in the list, for one man calls his dog Bunkum,
and .another calls his Nigger, while Punch, Hunter, Duke of Kent,

Pat, Sporter, and Wallace are in the first two hundred and fifty

names. Beyond these, all along the list of prosaic names we find

such gems as Smartie, Bruiser, Pup, Patsey, Joke, Cube, Turn,

Gunner, Squiz, Gash, Gaston, Bear, Toady, Boss, Teaser, Doctor,

Savage, Troy, Prime, Sig, Gloster, Sweep, Basher, Chico, Pilot,

Wag, Tottle, Bady, Braman, Tonpeti, " Dog," Neat, Danger,

Moses, Scamp, Calvin, Chubba, Pepper, Saint, Josh, Chance,

Carl, Rosa, Deacon, Tag, Steamer, Bender, Brandy, Posey,

Merite, Turker, Curl, Judge, Mixey, Rather, Luke, Guess, Dutch-

man, Doggie, Shady, Slumbo, Web, Snib, Lucky, Limpey,

Heater, Button, Faith, Joker, Primp, Veto, Rupee, Chippy, Satan,

Loafer, Keeper, Smoker, etc., etc.

Such a list shows no little invention in the aggregate, and

indicates that names are cheap. None of these are copyrighted,

and if any luckless owner of a nameless dog can read the list

without finding a name to his taste, the accommodating city clerk

will, if he pays the license fee, allow him to select from the full

list, "free, gratis, for nothing."

A certain parson, whois also a school-teacher, h.anded a problem
to his class in mathematics, the other day. The fiist boy took it,

looked at it awhile, and said :
" I pass. " Second boy took it, and

said :
" I turn it down. " The third boy stared at it awhile, and

drawled out :
" I can't make it. " " Very good, boys, " said the

parson ; "we will proceed to cut for a new deal. " And the switch

danced like lightning over the shoulders of those depraved young
athematicians.

In a country churchyard there is the following epitaph:— " Here
lies the body of Jamts Kobertson and Ruth his wife

; " and under-

neath this text, " Their warfare is accomplished. "

My dear, " said a rural wife to her husband, on his return from
Edinburgh, "what was the sweetest thing you saw in bonnets in

townV He innocently replied, " The ladies, my love."
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THE MONTH OF APRIL

is the best in the year in which to commence operations in fowl

rearing. It is early enough to assure successful hatchings, and

from this period forward to cold weather again there is sufficient

time to mature the chickens, and bring pullets to the age that

gives us good average " winter layers."

For " fancy " specimens, such as our ambitious breeders aim to

possess for the late fall and winter exhibitions, the early April

chicks are usually the most promising, if they have the right care

constantly, and a fair chance.

It is important that all young gallinaceous stock shall enjoy as

free a range as is convenient, and that they should be fed from the

start with good wholesome food, in variety.

The better the care in their early lives, the better fowls they

make, on maturing. In all cases, we should see that they are

kept free from the annoyance of vermin, as they advance, and as

the warmer weather comes on.

This precaution taken, and a supply of sound food, pure fresh

water, cleanly quarters, and the liberty of dry grass run afforded,

will give you good chickens.

present bred in Massachusetts. Mr. B., we think, exhibited (in

1849) at Boston, the first Plymouth Rocks ever shown in public

But these were the old-lime variety, originated by Dr. Bennett.

They were not like the modern Plymouth Rocks, and were made

up from an entirely different source. These were of all colors

—

but l.irge and fine. Those of to-day are not unlike the "Dom-

inique " fowl in color, as a rule, some being darker, however, in

plumage.

The best we have seen in the past three years at our fairs, are

those said to have come from the Spaulding (Connecticut) stock.

And tliose who have bred these and the others mentioned deem

the former the best. This variety comes from a cross of the Black

Java and ihe Dominique.

They breed imperfectly (any of them) as to color—a large por-

tion, however, in the second and third, remove from the progeney

of the original cross, giving the Dominique feather clearly. But

many are darker plumed than the rest in the same flocks, out of

the same parentage. Some come black like the Javas, but most

are nicely plumed with the Dominique markings.

They have proved a very good bird, where they have been care-

fully bred. They are of good size, squiire bodied, handsome

build, comely in appearance, and the hens are excellent layers.

The Plymouth Rocks ha^ e been in demand the past season, and

we hear very good accounts of them, from all directions.

They are not high-priced fowls, and for the farmer, they are a

vast improvement upon the old barn-yard poultry—being hardy,

prolific, yellow-legged, smooth shanked, and moderate feeders for

their size.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfror,

X NEW CONTKOTERST

has recently been set afoot upon a subject of considerable interest

to poultry dealers, to wit, regarding the purity of the " Plymouth

Rock" fowls, and the preference that should be given to this or

that " strain," among the three or four different ones now claim-

ing to be " the best
"

Dr. Dickie has written quite exhaustively upon this topic in the

early numbers of the present volume of the Fancier's Journal,

and from his stand point a very good case was made out for one

of the contestants.

The Plymouth Rocks are a cross-breed, however, and though

recognized in our Standard as a distinct variety, they are made

up of two (or more) original varieties. This, we believe, is not

denied at all, by any of the breeders. But there are certainly

three, and we think four different parties who breed this cross

very finely, who claim that their original stock comes from sources

not related to the others.

As nearly as we can learn from the published accounts there are

the Essex County, and the Norfolk County, Mass., strains, as

well as the Connecticut birds. And in the latter State, the Up-

ham and the Ramsdell strains (both probably in the first instance

from Spaulding's birds,) claim the palm, each by their own ad.

mirers.

In an early number of the first volume of our paper, Mr. G. P
Burnham gave an account of the "Plymouth Rocks" as at

|
doses of soft meat rarely give satisfactory results

—Game cockerels should be dubbed before they are six months
old.

—The English are more successful than we with smooth-headed

Fans, but with Calcuttas we are ahead of them.

—Wm Perry, of North Strahane, Pa., on March 1st, shot an
owl measuring four feet and eight inches from tip to tip.

—Cage Birds.—When atti mpting to breed cage-birds, old mor-

tar should be broken up and thrown in the bottom of the cage to

assist the hen in shelling her eggs.

—Will some one be kind enough to inform " R. S." through the

columns of the Journal, what sort of grain is the tares, so often

referred to in English books on pigeons.

—The habit of breaking eggs, to which cage birds arc some-

times addicted, can he effectually cured by putting some putrid

eggs—"stinkers," they are called by the fancy—in the cage for

them to pick at.

—Last week Josh. Brady caught a hawk in a trap. The hawk
measured five feet from tip to tip. It flew away with the trap and
came very near carrying Josh, along ; but finally the trap pioved

too much for the hawk and he came down ignominiously.

—The number of feathers in a good Fan's tail is a matter of

choice merely ; man-, good birds have only twenty-six and twenty-

eight. Thirty-six, however, is the perfection of a good tail, if well

carried, but if you get a well carried tail containing thirty feath-

ers, consider yourself fortunate.

—The tail of the Fantail should form about seven-eighths of a

circle, and should be flat, the under tail-coverts smooth. The
carriage is a thing most important ; the fnn should be carried so

that the ends of the middle feathers would come in a straight po-

sition over the centre of the feet, and touching the head, and must

lean neither to the right or to the left.

—The Sociele lihre d'Aheond, of Brussels, the oldest Coli;mba-

rian society in Belgium, considers in-and-in breeding as the short-

est way to degenerate a species or race ; that the separation of pig-

eons for six months is contrary to nature 5 that its an infallible

means of disgusting the carrier with the pigeon-bouse, and has a

bad influence upon laying and re production, and that repealed
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—Hedgehog's Coat.—In the bristles of the common hedfje-

hojr we find n very curious bit of mechanism. The he(lj;cho<; has

no horny stnds, either fastened into the skin, as in the armadilo,

nor yet has he a bone-formed dome, covered with horny scales as

in the tortoise. Insti-ad of this his horny covcrinji assumes the

form of spines, or bristles, each set firmly into the skin at one end.

These bristles the owner can erect in groups, with all the points

outward, presenting a most formidable array of weapons ; but the

hedgehog has also power to lay back all these sharp pointed spines

in one direction, viz., from his head backwards. In this position

they form a carpet, which, if smoothed the right way with the

hand, is as soft as velvet. In order to find out how all this mech-

anism was carried out, I have dissected a hedgehog, and was sur-

prised to find how very slight are the muscles which command the

spine. They are fine strings of fibre, very similar to the corrurja-

tor superc.ilii, or frowning muscle in our own forehead ; in fact,

when a hedgehog curls himself up, he begins to work with a tre-

mendous frown as ho tucks his head inwards. The muscles that

work the spines are attached to prominences which project from

the h.ackhone, and especially do they spring from the ribs, which

I find to he of unusual strength and abnormal width for so small

an animal. * * * Being anxious to settle the point men
tioned by White, as to whether the spinesof the hedgehog at birth

are soft.I obtained a hedgehog from my brother-in-law, the Rev.

II. Gordon, Hariing Rectory, Pctersfield. To my great delight I

one morning found, among the straw in the box, one baby hedge-

hog Just horn. There had been probably a large family born, hut

the mother had eaten them all except this one. Here is a life-sized

picture of him. White was correct. The spines were soft and
flexible at the birth of the little benst ; they were little dumpy
siiikes, much resembling the incipient feathers of a young bird.

Even in the few hours the hedgehog lived these bristles grew con-

siderably.

—

Fratik Buckland's nao edition of Whi'Jt's "Selborne."

SjVl^LL PeJ DEf/^F^JIWEfJj

(Reported for the Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
PHILADEDPHIA,

(For the week endiDg March 25, 1876.)

1 Gray squirrel (Sciurus cinereus.) Presented by S. R. Shill,

Pennsylvania.

3 Lions,*(Ff/;'s Leo.) Born in the Garden.

1 Indigo-Bird (Cyanospiza cyanea.) Presented by G. I. Pear-
sail, Philadelphia.

1 Red-tailed Hawk, {Buteo borealis). Presented by P. Reuter,
Philadelphia.

2 Red squirrels, (S'cj'HrusAM^son/ws). Presented by S.& J. Wag-
ner, Germantown, Pennsylvania.

1 Red-headed Duck, {Nyroca farina). Presented by John Si-

ner, Philadelphia.

4 Red-tailed Hawks, {Bnteo borealis). Presented by Geo. A.
Schumacker, Jr., Pennsylvania.

1 AWipator, {AUiffator Misshsippiensis). Presented by Gen. I. J.
Wistar, Philadelphia.

1 Opossum, (Didelphys Virginianus). Presented by Jos. Car-
penter, Philadelphia.

HUON.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 16.

HIEEKNATION.

While standing before the bear-pits, in the Philadelphia Zoolog-

ical Garden, watehingtheantics of Rose Grizzly.on one of the cold

days last winter, I was asked the question, "Why do the bears not

hibernate in the garden, when they always do so in their natural

state?" This was a natural question to ask, and one easily answered,

but it led me to thinking of the matter more generally, and of other

hibernators than the bears. First, then, why do bears hibernate in

their wild state, and omit it in that of domestic ? Simply because.

* Two were born dead, the third, an active young whelp,

mother a few hours after its birth.

3 liilled by the

in the former condition yboc? is always scarce ; in the latterit is al-

ways plenty ; and this answer will apply to all other hibernators,

be they beast, bird, fish, or insect.

Look over the fields, and into the forests during the month of

December, and for several weary months afterward, and what do

we see ? Field, wood, and water, all locked up in the icy embrace

of King Winter; yet there are millions of living things to be

nourished, and caried over to the time when genial Spring

with her warm, sweet breath, shall break the frozen chains, and

let them free. Until then, access to food as anything like a cer-

tainty is impossible. How then is the difficulty to be met and

overcome 1

There are three ways provided by Mother Nature—1st, Migra-

toon, 2d, Hibernation, 3d, Entire ch.ange of diet.

The first, only birds are capable of doing, and as wonderful as

the gift of migration is, it seems quite as wonderful, that it does

not always set toward warmer latitudes, for while some of the

feathered tribes seek warmer climes, others go to the regions of ice

and snow, because they cannot exist save in a cold atmosphere.

Thus with the birds. The beasts cannot migrate, yet they too

must bridge over the bad season. This they must do by retiring

to their dark homes, where rolled up in the shape of a ball, they

enter upon a good long sleep—this is hibernation.

We all know that the object of food is to renew the tissues, used

up in the actual energies of life, and we know too, that we cannot

lift a foot, raise an arm or finger, without losing some of these

tissues. Now if this waste can be checked by a masterly state of

complete inactivity, life can be preserved, and well preserved, for

Sir Bruin has been found after his long sleep, fatter and plumper

than he was before he entered upon it

!

Here we have then the philosophy of hibernation; and thus the

creatures who are not able to dine, are put to sleep, which sleep to

them is a substitute for food, but in his domestic state. Sir Bruin,

having plenty of fond provided for him, forgets his power to sleep

—has indeed no need of it, and seems quite unwilling to loose so

much of active life.

But there are many other creatures besides the bears debarred

from obtaining food during the winter and which would perish

were it not for the power to sleep—or hibernate. There are the

frogs, toads, and tortoises, and the like, all of which sink them-

selves down, far down below the freezing point, and there pass the

long winter waiting for the spring. Yet of all creatures, the frog,

one would think, was the one least able to bear extreme cold, as

he has a highly porous skin, and dresses in neither feathers or furs.

Then the bats, who feed entirely on flies, and all manner of

winged insects. What would their bat-ships do for food in the se-

vere winter, when not a fly, or even a gnat, which is the hardiest

of all flies, will not venture to put his delicate nose out doors

!

Why die, die all of them, before the first fortnight of cold weather

could they not sleep.

Passing over reptile and insect hibernation, let me say a word

or two about the squirrels,who are however, but intermittent hiber-

nators, and rank among those who change their diet. In the sum-

mer your squirrel is a fruit eater, but he well knows that in the

winter the fruits he loves so well will be all gone. lie seems to

have sense enough too, to know that they will not keep, as he does

not hide them away as he does nuts ; so in autumn, his instinct

(or reason, which is it?) tells him to put away a good store of his

favorite nuts, and whether he is fearful they will not hold out, I

know not, but certain it is, he takes very long naps, only waking

up when a warm day comes ; then will he take a respectable lunch

only, and back he goes to bis cosy, warm nest, and his deep, hap-

py slumber.

The delicate rodent, called Dormouse {Muscardinus arellanarius)

behaves much the same as the squirrel, and though it wakes

much less frequently, when it does, it flies to its store house for
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a small repast. The dormouse when kept as a pet, gives much

trouble to its owner, to keep it from going to sleep, which nothing

but a very warm room will prevent.

Now let us consider tliose creatures who live an active life all

through the winter, and who, deprived of their regular food, change

the bill of fare entirely. The Rabbit and Hare are sufficient ex-

amples.

Unless the snow lies very deep, both of these can subsist very

well as grass and other herbage affords them sufficient food. But

when the snow is deep, and hiird frozen, then poor "lepus" is sore

put to it for food, .tnd his dire hunger at length drives him through

the snow to the nearest clumps of trees or copse, and with his

sharp, chisel teeth he soon makes sad work with the barks. He

is not a fool by any means, however, if he is hungry, as he always

takes the youngest trees, and saplings first, but should the cold

continue, not a single tree larger or smaller, will escape him, or

his tribe. As the hares and rabbits are not climbers, they must

stand on their hind legs and reach up for the bark, and it is really

wonderful how far they can reacli when thus compelled by hun-

ger. In ihis business the hares being larger, fare better than the

rabbits, besides having longer hind legs they can reach higher, so

when the rabbits have got all the bark they can, the hares can go

several inches "better," as Gen. Schenck would say, and have a

good feast, which was beyond the reach of their relatives.

These then are the three ways of getting through the winter.

Those which like not the climate migrate toothers. Those which

cannot migrate or find food, sleep, which is hibernation ; and lastly,

those who will not, or cannot shep, change their diet.

How wonderfully has God [irovided for all his creatures !

And now Haichen Mio, is your question answered ^ If not, in a

future paper, I may say a word or two about reptile and insect

hibernation. Hnos.

Coi^F^ESpOfJOEfJCE.

scotch collie.

Ed. Fanciers' Journal :

A correspondent in a recent number of the "Journal " asks for

information regarding the Scotch Collie. I have not the query

now at hand and may not therefore answer definitely and fully in

every particular; but being an admirer of the Collie and having

owned several and read from time to time all I could find regard

ing them, I venture to offer the following description for the benefit

of your questioner and others interested in these very inteligent

and usefnl dogs.

Scotch Collies differ in size from 17 to .56 inches in height.

Those of medium size are to be preferred. One of good average

size and proportion will measure 22^ inches in length at the

shoulders; 9 J inches in length of head; 14 inches girth of head

below the ears, and 8J inches in girth below the eyes.

The coat of the Collie is long and thick, particularly over the

shoulders, where, and thence along the back it is inclined to part.

The hind quarters are well covered with long hair. The hair on

the sides is shorter, that on the chest long, very abundant and soft,

and sweeps upwards to beneath the chin with a graceful curve.

That on the face is short, fine and silky. The fore-legs are

" feathered " behind, while the hind legs from the hocks downwards

are smooth, and furnished with dew-laps.

The tail is long and bushy, and when the dog stands quiet and

unexcited, it is carried almost straight till near the hocks, whence

It takes a gentle outward curve. When " on his nerve," the dog

carries his tail very gracefully over his rump—not to one side or

the other—and on a level wiih his head.

The Collie's head is comparatively small, and the teeth quite

sharp. The neck is rather long and somewhat arched. The chest

is deep, the shoulders broad, the fore-arm short, the fore-leg straight

as a dart, with posterns rather long; feet, round, and close, well

padded, and with toes firm and not spreading apart. He should

stand with hind legs rather wide apart, without any turning

inward of the hocks, while the loins should be strong; the hips

broad, and the ribs well arched.

In color the Collies vary from a light tan, to dark linnet and

black and tan. A dash of white in the face, a little on the chest,

and a white ring round the neck gives to the dog a dressy

appearance that most persons admire. At the same time purity

of color and decision in markings are deemed of no lit tie importance.

Springfield, III., P. M. S.

"the lice qdestion."

Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir,—My brother having written to F. M. Butts, about

the " Lice Question," received the enclosed postal card, and small

package of powder, which he does [not know the name of, a

sample of which I enclose to you. What is your opinion of the

man and powder? Also, what yon think of Charles B. J.iqucs,

Metuchen, N, J., in regard to his Incubation Circular "i Do you

think he is a reliable party t No doubt these questions, answered

through your paper, would be of some benefit to Fanciers gene-

rally. I remain yours respectfully,

CiiAS. B. Schnider.
Philadelphia, March 23, 1876.

I send you a package of insect powder, and by using a tin

pepper-box, and sprinkling the powder in the fluff' of the birds,

you will destroy all vermin. I do not krow the nsme of the

powder or would give it to you. [See Fanciers' Journal.]

I know it is of great use, so please give it a thorough test, and if

you think it worth it, send me 25 cents. I intend to do just as I

agree, so far as I can. I have been run over with letters. Use

itfreelfi on sitting hens, and you will see the effect. If you have

lice in your coops this of course will not reach them, but will kill

all on fowl. Send 20 cents, I forgot the stamp.

Respectfully,

F. P. Butts.

The sample of powder was duly received. It is a yellow pow-

der very much resembling ground liquorice, in color, but smells

of tobacco onl}', we should judge that it is the stems of tobacco

ground fine. We know nothing of Charles B. Jaqucs other than

receiving his advertisement, and pay for the same. If there is

anything " crooked " about any one using our advertising pages

we would like to know it.

—

Ed.]

EXCHANGES, etc.

Mr. Editor :

There is a case illustrating what may have happened heretofore

to many readers of the Journal, it is this : A. wants a nice

Brown Leghorn Cockerell, he sees B's advertisement and there-

upon writes describing just his bird from be.ak to toe nails. B. in

return says :
" I have a very nice bird that I think would suit you !

("italics are mine) Well, perhaps A's gullibility tempts him to pay

from ten to twenty five dollars for B's " think," and though B at

first a little honest, but he gets A's money and then after looking

at his best or second-best bird, and then at said money a few times

picks up a third or fourth rate bird, pulls out or breaks off a

feather or two and " puts him up."

Now there is but one remedy and that is the C. O. D. plan, and

then B sees his goods before parting with his money. I have dealt

with several fanciers in making exchanges through the ex. column

of this Journal, and in all (only two) cases whsre they have sent

first, have I been used " on the square." I once sent two pair ot

Brown Leghorns to a veteran ? pigeon fancier in exchange for two

pair of pigeons. The Tumblers never mated together themselves
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nor with other birds, and the caiiiers were both males and I have

succeeded in getting out of this branch of the Fancy (the pigeon)

by giving awiiy my birds, while he has been offered quite a sum

for one coclirel alone that I sent him.

It is not always thus, but now let us "initiate a now era" in the

Poultry bu.sincss, and that is give every disaffected purchaser (if

he is posted) say five to ten lines in which to ventil.ite at about

half price, and the offending parties ditto, but no lengthy disquisi-

tions shall be entered into. I recollect of sending to several

parties postal cards and letters of enquiry as to their prices for a

B. L. cock, nearly all thought they would suit me, but one, a true

fancier, wrote :
" I have not such a bird to breed from myself, nor

do I think there is one for sale with solid white ear lobes." This

was when the white lobe mania (a nuisiince any way) was raging

with Brown Leghorn fanciers to such an extent. I have watched

that man since and he is true.

Yours, &c., T. J. McDaniel.

HoLLis Centre, March 23d, 1876.

" white leghorn eggs."
Mr. Wade :

Dear Sir,—In answer to Mr. D. Gilpin's "White Leghorn

Eggs," in regard to the number required to make a pound, I will

say that it depends upon the manner in which they are fed while

young chicks. If fed five times a day the first two months, and

three times the next two, it will put one and a half pounds more

on the fowl than if they were fed but twice a day during that

time. Therefore, it is the size of the Leghorn Fowl that makes

the difference in the size of the egg. My neighbor has them that

it takes eleven for a pound. To day I weighed four of my largest

and four of my smallest, and the eight weighed 1 pound 2 ounces.

Mr. Gilpin says he weighed eggs from his stock that weighed

1 pound i ounce. This beats mine by far.

Yours truly, W. I. Pyle.

March 20, 1876.

a queer opfer.

Mr. Editor :

Being very desirous to aid you in obtaining new subscribers in

the N. E. States, I make the following " queer oHer."

To any New England Fancier who has not heretofore been a

subscriber to the Fanciers' Journal, and who now subscribes

and wished any suggestions on plans in aid of building a hennery,

I will give them freely, but all applicants must be particular to

give the number of fowls to be kept, breeds, and particularly the

"lay of the land," where the poultry house is to be situated.

With the subscription price to the Journal may be sent the

request in a copy of Journal, receipt, date, &c., direct to me.

This holds good only till May, then comes my busy season.

T. J. McDaniel.
HoLLis Centre, Me.

the lice question.

Friend Wade :

I have received from F. P. Butts, a package of insect powder.

It seems Mr. B. purchases the powder at a drug store, and is ig-

norant of the ingredients of which the powder is composed. When
I wrote to you I supposed the powder was compounded by Mr. B.,

and thought it strange that he should say that as a true Fancier

he was willing to tell all he knew, and at the same time keep

the composition of the powder a secret, for the purpose, as I sup-

pose, of making money out of it.

Yours truly,

A. A. Miller.

ROOMS OF THE CONNECTICUT STATE POULTRY SOCIETY.

Hartford, Conn., March 21, 1876.

Whereas, Henry T. Sperry, Esq., who for two years past has

served the Connecticut State Poultry Society as its President,

positively declines a re-nomination, and an assured reelection,

for " a third term," owing to the pressing demands upon his

time in his professional and official duties, be it

Resolved, That we, his associate officers and members of the

Society, tender our thanks and acknowledgements to President

Sperry for his untiring devotion to the interests and welfare of

our association.

Resolred, That the Connecticut State Poultry Society is in-

debted in no small degree to our retiring President for much of

the good reputation, and the high position our association occu-

pies to-day, in the estimation of the Poultry Fanciers of our

State, and of the United States, and that it is with pride we can

by this humble tribute so evidence to him our respect, confidence,

and personal esteem.

Resolved, That although Mr. Sperry declines to take the exec-

utive head of our Society for another year, it is gratifying to ns

that we may still have the benefit of his counsel, aid and support,

in our Board of Direction, and as an associate in the business

conduct of the affairs of our Society.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, handsomely en-

grossed at the exjjense of the Society, be presented to Mr. Sperry,

and that the Fanciers Journal and Poultry World be requested to

publish the same in an early issue of these periodicals.

E. S. BREWER, Pres't.

HENRY CHAPIN, Cor. Sec'y.

W. J. TULLKR, Rec. Sec'y.

B. S. WOODWARD.rrcas.

Mr. Editor:—
Having had trouble all the spring with rats, I wish some one

would through the columns of your Journal, give me advice

how to get rid of them. The greatest trouble is in destroying

my pigeon nests and in two instances they have so injured the

female, who was sitting, that they died. What is the remedy 'i

T.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Tamaqua, March 27th, 1876.

Editor Fancier's Journal

:

—
The following is a list of the officers elected by the Central Poul-

try Association, of Pennsylvania, for the year of 1876 :

President—Wm. S- Allenbach.
Treasurer—Moses Lutz.

Secretary—Samuel B. Graeff-

The next annual exhibition of the Society, will be held, com-

mencing December 1 2th, and ending December 1 5tli, 1 876. Please

insert in the Journal.
Samuel B. Graefp, Sect'y.

PEKIN and MUSCOVY DUCKS.

Raleigh, N. C. March 23, 1875.

Editor Fanciers' Journal :

Dear Sir:—Will you please inform me whether Pekin and

Muscovy ducks will mix. I have some of both and want to

know whether it is necessary to keep them separate to keep the

stock pure. Please also state what number of ducks can well be

put under the care of one drake. Yours Respectfully.

J. W. Hinsdale.

[There is no doubt but Pekin and Muscovy ducks will mix,

whether the offspring of this cross will be sterile or not we cannot
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say. A cross of the Muscovy with Aylesbury or Rouen will not

breed. Mr. J. Y. Bicknell will no doubt answer the question of

how many ducks to one drake in his continuation of the Articles

on Ducks.—Ed.

SNEEZING FOWLS.

Newcastle, March 17, 1876.

Mk. Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir :—For a week my fowls have had a kind of sneez-

ing, as if there was something in their head or throat they wanted

to get clear of. Can you tell me what it is 1 and a remedy 'i I

have been feeding on screenings and whole corn, with cracklings

twice or three times a week. Yours Respectfully,

G. L.

Will some of our readers whose fowls have been similarly

affected, please answer the above.

Exc^l^rJqES.

(J[^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribing- and offering for Exchange only, will he allowed at 25 cents

for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will he charged.

iII^*"To EXCHANGES FOR CASH'" OF "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or ''WASTED AN OFFER," ctc-, etc., caunot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exchange or Want column.

fl^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

H. F ."WmXMAlV, P. 0. Box 154, Baltimore, Md., will exchang
pair of Dun Carriers for Barbs of anj color, or offers.

T. D. HAmJVfOND, Mayville, N. J,, to reduce stock, will exchange
Light Brahmas, cocks or hens, for double-barrel breech-loading shot gun,
Straw Cutter, Erie Lawn Mower, Milch Cow, Pigeons, or offers.

JOHN K. CAMP, Winsted, C
from firsc class Light Brahmas, (P. Willi;

burg, colored Dorking, or B. B. Red Gan

, will exchange eggs for hatching
us' strain,) for first-class S. S. 11am-
! Bantam hens or pullets.

I?I, W, MBNEK, Wyoming, 111., will exchange one years subscrip-

tion to the Poultry Argus, and one years' subscription to Farmers' Journal,
also two young dark Brahma cocks, and a Creve Cceur cock, for Commoi]
Pigeons, or Book Field, Cover and Trap Shooting, by Bogardus,

H. J. E VTON, Concord, N. H., will exchange Dark Brahma chic!

(Hatch of 1875,) or egg.s from choice Dark and Light Brahmas, White Leghor:
and Black Spanish fowls, for Canary birds, or Dog or Pigeon books.

PETER E.5*,PP, P. 0. Box 833, East Saginaw, Mich., will exchange
one Red Irish Setter bitch, five months old, good pedigree. She will stand
point, retreive, charge by raising the hand, for gold watch chain, or first-

class Pouters, or Carriers. Value of dog, .#40.00.

B. E. SITIITH, Potts Grove, Pa., will exchange B. B. Red Game
eggs, for Coopers Game fowl, or egga from the following varieties: Light or

Dark Brahmas, or Brown Leghorns, or offers. My eggs are warranted.

A. HI, CAREY, Selins Grove, Pa., desires to exchange eggs of choice
fowls, 13 varieties, (see circular,) for eggs of strictly first-class Pekin Ducks
Bronze Turkeys.

TUftMAS "W. HOPKINS, Goshen, N. Y., Box 67, has for

change 1 pair of fine young Rabbits. Any one making me a fair offer in \

poultry line, or anything of equal value I will exchange.

"U'ARREN BECK? York, Pa., has to exchange B. B. Games,
Black Game pullet, one Pit Game pullet, eggs from fine poultry, one pair
White Pouters. 1 pair Red Wing Turbits, Black Carriers, 1 Miigpie cock, 1

Fan hen, 1 Turbit cock, 1 Pied Pouter cock, 1 pair Priests, &c., for Silver

Duckwing Bantams, Wright's Illustrated Book of Pigeons, White Carrier hen,
Jacobins, or offers.

T. VV, COX, West Chester, Pa., willexchange two pair ANo. IDutchess,
for two sittings of Rose Comb Domiuiques, 15 eggs each.

T. HAIiE^i, Albion, N. Y., will exchange 1 trio G. P. Hamburgs, for

trio Black Eaniburgs, or Golden Spangled pullets. None but firot class stock
wanted, as mine are.

GEO. I?I. WONSON, East Gloucester, Mass., will exchange 1 pai:

Black Carriers, 1 pair Red Tumblers, 1 pair Red Mottled Tumblers, 1 pair

Black Winged Swallows, and 1 pair White Fans, for other varieties of Pigeons.

A. A. inili LER, Oakdale Station, Pa., will exchange Dark Brahma
chicks, (in pairs only), for small fruit plants ; fruit and ornamental trees.

HOfVARB I. IRELANB, Camden, N. J., will exchange a copy
of Burnam's *' Hen Fever," for a pair of Fancy Pigeons, of any kind except

1 Tumblers.

"W. I, ROW, Greensburg, Pa., has a tot of movenble comb be« hives

he will exchange for double- barn-lcd Remington breech-loader shot gun, No.
r 13 bore, all complete, or oITers.

HAYBEN H. TSHUBY, Litiz, Pa., will exchange Brown Leghorn,
* ochin, White Cochin, Houdan, and S. S. Hamburg eggs for American

Dominique, Pekin Duck, F. Rock, or Buff Cochin eggs.

change a set of Pacific Rail-

J. A. I.AUBENSI.A<;ER, PHIow, Dauphin Co., Pa., has eggs of

White, Black, or Partridge Cochins, Light or Dnrk Brahmas, and Houdans,
to exchange for Creve Coeurs, or Plymouth Rocks. Who has them.

WILLIAIU CALL, JR., Haverstraw, N. Y., will ext^hange Whito
and Dominique Leghorn, Light Brahma, Partridge Cochin, and Golden Poland
eggs, for Rouen Duck, Plymouth Rock, \V. C. B. Polish eggs, or Fancy
'

(Ons. My stock is first class.

OLIVER B. SmOCK, Hamburg, Berks Co , Pa., will i-xchanpe
1 Blue, 1 Black twallow, 1 Black Bald-head, 1 Black Magpie, 'A BUck Moore
Cap cocks. Eggs for Hatching, {see advertisement,) for 2 Black Barb cocks, 2
Carriers, 2 Yellow Jacocin, 2 solid Yellow Turbit hens. Want first-class biids,

or will buy.

E. G. FLAINBERS & CO., Manchester, N. H., have to exchange
1 pair of Blue Bald-head Tumblers, and the following odd cocks: 1 White
Crested Fantail, 2 Highflyers, 1 Bed Tumbler, 1 Black Bald-head ; also one
Springfield Rifle, for Brown Leghorus, or offers. Must be A No. 1.

Wy\fJjED.
READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want eolumns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

MARK SCHOFIELB, 71st St. and Darhy Road, Phila., wants
Winged Turbits of all kinds. Must l.e good. Send price and description.

A. K. MARTIN, Binghamton, N. Y., wants a B. B. Red cock or
stag, also a white male Fantail Pigeon ; will give a good exchange Duckwinir,
orB.B. Red Bantams, S. S. Hamburgs, or B. B. Red puBets. Good stock
wanted, and the same given. Write.

I. P. LORB & BRO., Waupaca, Wis., wants three or f.ur first-

class Black Red Game hens or pullets, for eggs troni any variety of fowls or
ducks named in their new illustrated catalogue. Send a stamp for postage.
Speak quick.

MONTVUE POULTRY YARBS, Brooklandvi lie, Md., wants
L few No. 1 American Domiuiques. Any one having a few pullets or hens and
I cock to spare at reasonable prices, will address above.

T. B, H AMMONB, May ville, N. Y., wants Mocking Bird, must be a
good singer; B. B. Red Game Bantam pullets. Ferrets, Scotch Terrier Bitch,
Pigeons, Garden Seed, in exchange for Light Brahmas, old or young, male or
female.

/DYEf^ISEyVLENTS

From reliable parses, on any subject interesting to Fanciers, will he inserted
at 20 cents per line of about, twelve words, each insertion in the wide column.
Each number or initial will count as one word.

Transient advertisements, cash in advance ; six to twelve months, quarterly
in advance, or on presentation of the hill.

PLYMOUTH ROCKS.—First and Special Premium, at Buffalo,

1875 ; First Premium at Utica, 1876. Eggs, 4^2.00 per 13.

S. S. MORLEY, Clyde, N. Y.

FOR SALE OR TRABE for Buffs or Duckwing B«ntams. one pair

of fine large Dark Brahmas, '75 hatch. Mine are No. 1 stock—rshall expect
same. J. W. BROWNING, Indianapolis, Ind.

PURE and Fresh Eggs from Choice L. Brahmas, P. Rocks, and Brown
Leghorns. Thirteen for $2.00 ; 39 for $5 00.

6t Address C. A. ANDREW, West Boxford, Mass.

FANCY PIGEONS ANB EGGS FOR HATCHING.
I have a lot of young Rpd and Yellow Barbs, at S4.00 per pair ; White

Fantails, 3F3.oO per pair; Bald Tumblers, $3.00 per pair; and other varieties

at low prices. Can furni&h Eggs from Light Brahmas, 84.00; Brown Leg-
horns, $3.00; P. Cochms, $4.00 ; American Domiuiques and White Leghorns,
ffi3.00 each per seitingof 13. My stock is all guaranteed to be pure hied.
Eggs carefully packed. J- C. LONG, Jk.,

2t S9 North 9th St., Philadelphia, Pa.

POULTRY ANB PIGEONS.
A breeder of high-class Fowls and Pigeons, retiring from the Fancy, has

placed in my hands for immediate sale, his entire stock, including some pairs

and trios of valuable Fowls, and 200 pairs of Fancy Pigeons, besides many
odd bii'ds. If you want Fowls, send for price lists ; if Pigeons, write for what
you want. Everything at bottom prices.

HOWARD L IRELAND, Camden, N. J.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tt-nth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segars, Weekly Papers, Statiocery, etc.; will also

supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.
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REDUCTION IN THE PRICE OF ADVERTISING.

In consequence of the hard times and scarcity of

money, we have determined to put the price of adver-

tising within the reach of all ; also to make the

width of column uniform with other poultry journals.

After this date, only ten cents per line of about

eight words will be charged for each and every in-

sertion.

BGGS FROM PREIfllUIU STOCK.
G. P. Hamburg, 812.00 per 13 Eggs.

S. P. Hamburg, fS.OO '*

B. Leghorn. S8.00
'* *'

delivered at express offlce carefully packed.
THOS. HALES, Albion, N. Y.

FOR SALK.—A line lot of Dark Brahmas and
American Dominiques. Keference to pedigree if re-

quired. Eggs in season at $3.00 per setting. No circu-

lars. Address A. R. GALLOWAY,
Monroe, Orange Co., N. T.

At.]yi01VI>-BRBI> TCJItlBIiERS.—Pre-
mium birds at the late Baltimore Show. Choice birds
at reasonable prices. G. 0. BROWN,

No. 1 N. Gay St., Baltimore, Md.

G. O. BROWN, Brooklandville, Md.,has one
pair each of S. S-, G. P., and Black Hamburga (each
won first premium at last Baltimore show), and one
pair Golden Folands ifirst at same show)—to exchange
or for sale. TYhat offers? Immediate,

HA ITIBURGS.—Golden-spangled and Silver-
penciled, having made three importations during the
last four years T can now spare a few trios of good
birds ; also, B. B. Red Game Bantam cockerels. Eggs
$4 per dozen.

P. TAYLOR, Oakdale, Delaware Co., Pa.

FOREIGN COINS IN 1876.
During the Centennial, large quantities of foreign

coins will be circulated by visitors to the Interna-
tional Exhibition. To prevent annoyance, delay, and
loss, everybody should at once secure a copy of the
New Edition of PETERSON'S COIN BOOK, containing
perfect fac-simile impressions of the various Gold,
Silver, and other metallic coins throughout the World

;

with the United States Mint valueof each. The whole
being placed in proper order as regards the varinus gov-
ernments to which they belong, arranged according to
their different denominations and value. Together
with a complete index, alphabetically arr.inped. of the
coins of each nation, and fat-similes of the State Arms
of each of the United States. PubUshed in one folio

volume, bound in paper, price .'51. and will be sent by
mjtil, postage paid, on rt-eeipt of the price by the Pub-
lishers. T. B. Peterson & Bro., 306 Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia, Pa. Do not wait until the foreigners
arrive to purchase the needed Coin Book, but secure it

A. N. RA8JB, Lock Haven, Pa., has left with
him for sale a first-class double-barreled Rifle—stub
and twist barrels, silver-mounted, cost #60, made to
order. Write also if you have a first-rate Setter to

THREE SILVER CUPS AT BAL-
TiniORE SHOW! Eggs from my cup B.B. Red
Games, and W. C. B. Polands ; also from my choice
Houdans, L. and D. Brahmas, W. Leghorns, Game and
G. Sebright Bantams. Address

MONTVUE POULTRY YARDS,
Brooklandville. Md.

DOMINiaU^^S, FANCY PIGEONS,
AND fVARREN GAITIES.

Also, Black-breasted Red Games. Eggs for hatching
in season, S3 per sitting of thirteen. Address

"W. H. HELLENGER,, Edgewood, Bucks Co., Pa.

^IV. M. BRACKETT Boston, MasK.,
Offers for sale at prices varying with quality of

specimens. Partridge Cochins of his well-known prize-
winning strain; Lop-eared, Angora, Himalayan, and
Dutch Rabbits ; Guinea Pigs, some of which are white

;

and Pigeons of many varieties Write for what is

wanted, and address
Care of Washington National Bank,

Boston, Mass.

EAGLE POULTEY YAEDS.
"

OLIVER D. SCHOCK, Peoprietok, Hamburg, Berks
Co., Pa.

Egffs from premium birds of the following varieties,
at $3.00 per setting of 13, 2 for SfSSO, warranted fresli
and genuine :—Dark and Light Brahmas; Bufl and
Partridge Cochins, and White-Faced Black Spanish.
My fowls took leading premiums thi.s season in this
section. Truly, OLIVER D. SCHOCK.

CHOICE KGGS FOR HATCHIIVG.
From kigh class White Cochin, Light Brahma, and

Plymouth Rock fowls, winners at the exhibition of the
"Maine Poultry As.-iociation,'' of forty-one premiums,
including silver pitcher, salver, and six cups. My eggs
are hatching flnely this season. I warrant every egg
to reach its destination in safety. Address

JOHN A. LORD, Kennebunk, Maine.

OUR ANIMAL FRIENDS.
A journal publishf^d under the auspices of the

^Vmerican Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to

Annuals. Henry Bergh, President. $1 per annum.
GEO. WILL .rOHNSTON,

Editor and Publisher,
No. 34 Elizabeth Street, New York.

A TRIO CHICKS
given away for the largest order of Eggs up to July
Send for price list. ABRAHAM PERRY,

Monroe, N. T.

MV. H. CUNNINGHAKt,

Oa&NANGO Bridge, Broome County, N. Y.

BREEDER OF FIRST-CLASS

AVHITE LEGHORNS.
Egs^, $2.00 per dozea.

STYLISH

BROWN LEGHORl^S.
Eggs, $3.00 per dozen.

Dr. A. M. DICKIE, Doylestown, Pa.

LIGHT BRAHMAS,
EXCLUSIVELY.

(Felch Strain.)

Pedigree Birds. My stock that I sell eggs from is

first-class. Correspondence cheerfully and promptly
answered without stamp. Write

J. T. SHEARER, Oil City, Pa.

PEK.IN DUCKS, SIO.OO per pair; Eggs,
S3.00 per dozen. White and Black Leghorns, G. S.
Hamburgs and Houdans eggs .$1.00 per dozen from im-
ported stock. SOLOMON SHEARER,

Tuckerton, Berks Co., Pa.

HAIHBURG EGGS.
Btock S. S. and G. S., ©2.00 for 13, S5 00 for 40.

4t CHAS. SELSER, Doylestown, Pa.

EGGS FOR HATCHING.—From first-

class Bark Brahmas, White Leghorns, and S. S. Ham-
burgs. A few fine fowls for sale.

E. ». ANDREWS, Box 474, Orange, N. J.

HAVANA, N. v.—Send 10, 15, 20, or 25 cents,
and I will send j ou a package with fall directions, and
you will never regret the trouble. I do not make any-
thing out of the matter, only to impart good. Will
have it for sale at 12s. per lb., and i lb. will be enough
for a season, if used judiciously.

Respectfully, F. P. BUTTS.

PLYMOUTH KOCKS AND BLACK-
BREASTED RED GAmES.

We are breeding from well selected birds of the
above varieties, and are prepared to furnish Eggs for
hatching for the Centennial Year. Our Plymouth
Rocks took first and special at the Northwestern Penn-
sylvania Poultry Show, held at Meadville, December
22, 23, 24, and 25, 1876, and cannot be excelled any-
where. Games.—We are breeding an imported cock
with choice imported and mated hens. Orders booked
now. Plymouth Rock Eggs, $5 per sitting of thirteen.
Black-breasted Red Game Eggs, $4 per sitting of
thirteen. Address

WASSON & CO., Corry, Pa.

WOOr-CUTS OF FOWLS. PIGEONS,
AND LIVE STOCK GENERALLY.

Having permanently engaged an artist and engraver,
I am prepared to furnish, on short notice and true to
life, woodcuts of Fowls, Pigeons and other Pets, at
reasonable prices.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

Birds, Pigeons, Poultry, Rabbits, Cats, Ferrets, Dogfl,

Swine, Sheep, Cattle, &c., imported to order. Have
the best facilities for obtaining any variety of the
above from the best breeders in Europe. In giving
orders, specify aa carefully and minutely as possible
the points required, to avoid disappointment. Satisfac-
tion guaranteed. The following gentlemen have bought
find seen some of my imported stock:

—

John I. Berry, Esq., Ifackensack, N. J.; Richard
Kirby, Esq., 12 Courtlandt St., N. Y. ; L. Burlingame,
Esq. ; H. T. Sperry. Hartford, Conn. ; W. H. Ham-
mond, Tarrytown, N. Y. ; H. L. Dnderhill, Croton
Landing, N. Y. ; Henrv Hales, Ridgewood, N. J.

;

Rev. C. W. Bolton, Armonk, Westchester Co.,N. Y.

;

I. Steele Mackey, Stamford, Conn.
For particulars, address

I. VARONA,
226, East 32d St., New York.

JOHN VAN OPSTAL, imports direct ftom
Antwerp, Belgium, every month, the best strains of
Antwerp, Carriers, from S6 to $20 per pair. Orders
taken for young birds.

4 Lewis St., New York.

MY GAME BANTAMS won 1st and 2d at
Chicago, as they always have wherever shown. Also a
few choice Black Red Games for sale. Address with
stamp, E. R. SPAULDING,

4t Jaffrey, N. H.

MY BREEDING STOCK FOR THE
CENTENNIAL YEAR.

Light Brahmas, Partridge Cochins, White Leghorns,
White Polish, Plymouth Bocks, Golden Seblights,
Bantams : all first prize winners. Eggs ffS.OO per 13

;

26 for m 00. G. W. CHIDSEY,
2mos Blmira, N. Y.

"WHITE LEGHORN EGGS for sale at
S2.50 per 13, from my stock that took first premium
at Pernsylvania State Poultry Show in 1870-74 and '75

;

also 1st and special for best cock, and special for best
hen at Maryland State Show at Baltimore '76. Birds I
raised have taken more first premiums at the Pennsyl-
vania State Show at Philadelphia than all other Leg-
horns combined I Deny it who can

; it can't be did.
cow Address WM. MoANALLY, Newark, Del.

AT CHICAGO SHOW.
The undersigned did not compete, but eleven birds

purchased of him for the aggregate sum of 3?445 were
exhibited (five for competition), winning—one Light
Brahma cock, first; Buff hen, first. Buff cock, third;
Plymouth Rock pullet first; cockerel, second. In
other classes his strains were also successful To spare,
good to very "high-toned" specimens of Light and
Dark Brahmas, Cochins, Leghorns, Plymouth Rocks,
Bantams, Ducks, Geese, Bronze Turkeys, etc., and
eggs for hatching. Price list free.

eow W. H. TODD, Vermillion, Ohio.

WHITE LEGHORNS,
$5.00 each, and eggs S3. 00 per dozen, from the follow-
ing Pedigree and Premitun Birds :

Lord Palmer, Jr., No. 7 ; Minerva, No. 8 ; Victoria,
No. 10; Princess of Leghorn, No. 14; White Daisey,
No. 184 ; Tube Rose, No. 135 ; Lilly of Valley, No. 186

;

White Zephyr, No. 187; Queen of Pearl, No. 188;
White Frost, No. 189.

Arhich constitute the Birds, or are from the strain
which took

First Premium, iiev England Poultry Society, March
1870; Connecticut Poultry Society. Nov. 1870; New
York State Poultry Fair, Fall, 1870; North Western
Poultry Societv, Fall, 1870; New England Poultry So-
ciety, Spring, 1871; Connecticut Poultry Society, Not.
1871; St. Louis Poultry Association, Feb 1872.

Silver Cup, New England Poultry society. Mar 1872.
First Premium, Conn. Poultry Society, Dec. 1873.
Second Premium. Conn. Poultry Society, Dec. 1873.
Silver Medal, Conn. Poultry Society, Bee. 1873.
Two Silver Cups, Conn. Poultry Society, Dec. 1873.

IMPORTED WHITE LEGHORNS,

One Silver Cup, Conn. Ponl'ry Society, Deo. 1873,
One Box Cigars, Conn. Poultry Society, Dec. 1873

C. A. PITKIN,
COW Box 85, Hartford, Conn.

JOURNAL AGENCY.
Established for the convenience of those of our sub-

scribers and friends, who desire to avail themselves of
the advantages of dealing with first hands, either as
buyer or seller. We will supply a'nythingatthe market
price, and many things below that price ; our profits
being the commission allowed us by the dealer. Satis-
faction guaranteed. Correspondence accompanied with
stamp, cheerfully answered. Address

HOWARD I. IRELAND, Camden, N. J.
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BRO'WIV LiEGHORNS.'
S2.00. Fowls according to Bex i

eoord.
ODELL STEEL, Owego, Tioga Co., N. Y.

HO! THIS WAY.
Fresh eggs for hatching, of choice Dark Brahmaa, P.

RocltB, and Brown Leghorns, only J2 for 13, $5 for 39
;

well packed to arrive safely, to any parts of the United
States. Address J. K. SCHULTZ,

Colebrookdale, Pa.

FOR ONE DOIiLAR T will send, postage
paid, eighteen Bedding plants, in -variety. For two
dollars I will send a sitting of either Light or Dark
Brahma or Brown Leghorn epgs.

3t A. A. MILLER, Oakdale Station, Pa.

THK HUMANK JOURNAL.
A monthly paper devoted to the proper treatment of

umb creatures. $1 per annum. Address

HUMANE JOURNAL,
166 Washington St., Chicago, 111.

Write quick, if you want good birds.

CHAS. D. PARKER,
3t 308 Gay St., Baltimore, Md.

EGGS FOR HATCHING.
DARK BRAHMAS, LIGHT BRAHMAS,

PLYMOUTH ROCKS.
tf Rev. F. M. GRAY, Seaside, Staten Island, N. Y.

CHE;AP and RSLIABliB.
EGGS from three yards of Steel Grey (Williams' and

Sharpless'} Dark Brahmas. Also, a few clutches from
White-crestied Black Polands. 82.00 per 15.

Rev. 0. MYERS, Turbitville,

Northumberland Co., Pa.

PLYMOUTH ROCKS.
Winners of first or second prizes, at Chicago, Utica,

and Elmira. Eggs from same stock I breed from my-
self, $3-00 per 13.

NEWTON ADAMS, Utica, N. Y.

PRAIRIE LANDS!
Send your address on Postal Card to Land Commis-

sioner B. & M. R. R., Bdrllnqton, Iowa, and receive

FREE, copy of Iowa and Nebraska Farmer, with Chart

SEAL'S AQUARIA DEPOT.

•WILLIAM P. SEAL,

No. 622 Arcli Street, Philadelplita,

Wholsale and Retail Dealer in

TANK AND BELL GLASS AQUARIA,

FISH GLOBES, AQUATIC PLANTS,

GOLD AND OTHER FANCY FISH.

Etc., Etc., Etc.

'OSF'Aquaria constructed and stocked on scientific

principles.

WHY NOT EXCHANGE?
There is hardly a person but what has some article

of value, useless to them, that might, if exchanged
with some one similarly situated be made available.
This can be done for 25 cents, through the FANCIERS'
JOURNAL, published by JOS. M. WADE, Hartford,
Conn. Every Poultry and Pigeon Fancier, Sports-
man, and Stock Breeder should send TEN cents for a
specimen copy.

OEO. S. Wn[Ii:E:LKR, New Ipswich, N. H
,

breeder of Premium Bronze Turkeys, descendants of a
66 lb. pair, Pekin Ducks, P. Rocks, L. Brahmas, ^\Tiite

& Brown Leghorns. Eggs from Turkeys, $6.00:
Ducks, SS.OO; others, S1.50 per sitting. no.l4 6t

SILVER GRAY DORKINGS,—First pre-
mium cockerel at Meadville and Titusville, Penn., Dec.
1875 ; mated with hens of the finest markings ; weigh
ing from 7A to 8^ lbs. Eggs, S2.00 per dozen, or 3
dozen, Sb.OX). Address, P. A. BLAKESLEE,

no.U2t Winsted, Conn.

A. B. HOIiCOMB, JR., Lambertville, N.
J., can spare a few sittings of Eggs from his superior
Gold Penciled and G. S. Hamburgs, Brown Leghorns,
Silver D. Game, and Silver L. S. Bantams, at $2.00 per
sitting. Pekin Ducks, S3.00 per sitting; wiunei-s of
1st and 2d prizes everywhere exhibited. no.14 4t

W. J.EVEM>EIV,Box403,WiUiamsport,Pa.,
has for sale, 2 pair B. B. R. Game Bantams, 1 pair
White Cochins, 1 S. S. Hamburg cockerel, 1 pair Blue
and 1 pair Silver Pied Pouters, 1 pair Red Carriers, 1

pair Blue Antwerps. 1 pair Black Priests, 1 pair White
Runts, 1 Starling Priests cock, 1 Red Jacobin cock, 1

Silver Pied Pouter cock, 1 Black Priest hen, and other
odd birds. Prices moderate.

EGGS FOR HATCHING.
If you want eggs from first-class Brown Leghorns,

®1 .50 per dozen

,

A ddress
J. G. BRUSH, Mt.Ki8co,N.Y.

THE HEADQUARTERS FOR

PLYMOUTH ROCKS
in Pennsylvania, are at

PINE RUN POlTIiTRY YARa>S.

BggB to hatch, .$3 per dozen. Orders received uov
(No circulars.) A. M. DICKIE, M. D.,

Doylestown, Pa.

EGO^ FOR ^AliE.
If you want Eggs from the best stock of Plymouth

Rocks there is in Bucks county, $3.00 per 13, sewd to

Edwin Johnson, Dolington, Bucks Co., Pa. Eggs
warranted fresh and true to name, or money returned.

no.l4 4t

WHITE LEGHORN
Eggs at S3.00 per 13; $5.00 per 26. I am breeding
from 3 yards of choice pedigree fowls, including prizi*

birds at Buffalo, Utica, Chicago, and Elmira. My
Leghorns have been awarded 18 prizes in the last two
years, including special, for the best display at Utica,
1875. Mention this paper when you write.

110.14 2t L. D. ELY, JR., Rochester, N. Y.

PLYMOUTH ROCKS,
EXCIiUSIVEI^X.

Winners of Ist premiums at Chicago, Ithaca, and
Elmira. Eggs for sale from premium birds. Send for
circular. A. P. CADDINQTON,

Trumanaburg, N. Y.

PLYMOUTH ROCK
Eggs at S3.00 per 13 ; $6.00 per 26, from choice hens,
mated with the cock Grand Duke, (2324) scaled 91
points, and won 2d at Buffalo, 1875; Sire, 1st at Bos-
ton, 1874.

no.l42t L. D. ELY, JR., Rochester, N. T.

HAMBURGS.
Ninety prizes awarded my Hamburgs in 8 years, at

large Exhibitions Eggs from Silver and Golden
Spangled and Golden Penciled, at $3.00 per 13 ; S5.00
per 26. Mention this paper when you write.

no.l42t L. D. ELY, JR., Rochester, N. Y.

FOR SAIiE liOW.
Four cockerels, II hens and pullets, D. Brahmas ; 1

j

cock and 3 pullets, S. S. Hamburgs ; 1 fine large cock,
I

1 hen, and 1 pullet, P. Cochins ; one cockerel, 8 hens
and pullets, W. Leghorns. Eggs for hatching from ,

these varieties, S3 per 13. i

E. S. ANDREWS, Box 474, Orange, N. J. !

FREE,—Send your address to Geo. Resseguie, Jr.,
North Ridgeway, N. Y., and receive his circular and
price list of Eggs for hatching. Low price and choice
utock. 3teow

SILVER PHEASANTS.
J of the above birds at $15 per sitting of 13, at

LOUIS WAEFELAER. Hoboken, N. J.

EOMIJVG PIG^OJV.
ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

AND METHOD OF TRAINING.

By W. B. TEGETMEIER.

Price 75 cents, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEKIN 9MCKS, $10 PER PAIR.
EGGS, Sb per dozen. Black Breasted Red Game

Eggs, S3 per dozen. S. P. BULLAS,
170 Dyer St. , Providence, R. I.

inOORE'S WORK ON PIGEONS.-One

of the most complete works ever published, and yet

the cheapest. Price, in paper cOTers, 30 cents ; in

cloth, 50 cents. The recipe for "salt cat" alone is

worth the money. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

EXCLUSIVELY.

Eggs from my premium stock at three dollars per
sitting.

A few more choice fowls and chicks for sale at fair

prices.

Reference.—Reports of exhibitions throughout New
England for the last four years.

E. C. ALDRICH, Hyde Park, Mass.

C. XTERCKSMAGEN,
49 North Nintli Street, Philadelphia,

(Successor to Wm. A. Henry,)

MANUFACTURER OF EXHIBITION CAGES, FOR
FOWLS, PIGEONS AND PETS.

Dealer in Song and Ornamental Birds in great

variety ; also. Aquariums and Rockwork, Gold and

Silver Fish, etc., etc.

^^RRAHMA FOWI/.»—This excellent work

ought to be in the hands of every Fancier of Asiatic

Fowl. Colored plates. Sent postage paid, on receipt

of S2.60. FANCIERS' JOURNAL,
Hartford, Conn.

FANCIERS' PRINTING.

We beg to state to our Patrons that we shall soon

be comfortably settled in our new quarters, and pre-

pared, as usual, to do all kinds of

FANCIKRS' JOB PRINTING.

Send in your orders to

FANCIERS' JOURNAIi,

Hartford, Coun.
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THE MOUNTAIN STREAM.
I spring from the rugged mountain side,

Where Moss and Lichen grow
;

And bound along like a courser strong,

To the woody dell below.

And there I fall with a murmuring sound,
And then I make a sally.

And leave the Fern clad rocky glen,

And sparkle down the valley.

Through woods I brawl, and slowly glide.

Amid the Grass and Sedges,
And make my way through sand and clay,

And tumble over ledges.

From underneath the eddying foam,
I ripple over shallows

;

And then I break into the lake
O'er-hung with weeping willows.

And there, I like a lover, pause
A while, to pay caresses.

To pickerel weeds, and cardinal flowers.

Forget-me-nots and cresses.

Cat-tail and arrowhead I court,

And many another treasure.

But 'mid the water lilies sweet
I purl and take my leisure.

Now here, now there, I twirl around.
In one spot never staying.

And where the sunbeams on me glance,
Gyrators are a playing.

And sunfish netir my margin sport,

Small roach and little perches,
And as I move around the lake,

I kiss the pendant birches.

Pent up and ruffled by the wind,
In time my strength I double,

And overshoot the old mill wheel
Below, to boil and bubble.

And then I onward rush again,
'Midst broken stones and ridges,

Through crumbling banks and marshy fields,

And under rustic bridges.

But here and there I make a turn.

To greet the reeds and rushes.

And then I whirl aside and twirl

Beneath the alder bushes.

Now fast, now slow, I onward flow,

Round curves and over gravel,
And freely glide from side to side,

But straight, I never travel.

And where I purl, the speckled trout
Are sporting in the eddy

;

And as I go, I broader grow.
More turbid, deep and steady.

Thus from my rugged mountain home,
I travel onward ever,

In a zig zag course, until

I mingle with the river.

Peter Pbppercoen.

NAKED FOR FORTY YEARS.
Incredible as the following may appear, says the Charleton Place

(Canada) Herald, it is an authentic fact, to which hundreds can
hear testimony.

"About forty years ago a man named Wilson, residing near the

town of Perth, conceived the lunatic idea of leading a hermit's

life. The youth had from his early age shown symptoms of de-

rangement, and this proceeding on his part was not considered

strange by his friends.

The chosen place of his hermitage was off about three-quarters

of a mile from his parental homestead, in a recess of dense hush,

where he erected a small hovel, and furnished it with an old log ca-

noe which he used as a couch to sleep in. Divesting himselfof all

clothing he has ever since remained perfectly nude, with the excep-

tion of a tattered remnant ofa shirt which his fancy leads him to re-

tain. In this nude state for forty years he has lived, walking in

the depths of winter through the snow, and yet he has never been

known to receive a frost bite. When he requires a drink he walks

deliberately into the river, it mattering not to him what season of

the year it may be, and wades out until the water reaches his waist,

and then he stoops and quenches his thirst.

His food is brought to him by his friends, and when given to

him is eaten with the voraciousness of an animal, which he now
resembles more than man, his body being as heavily coated with

hair as that of a cow. He never showes a dangerous disposition,

and chatters in monosyllables. When people cross his path he

invariably begs for tobacco, for which he has an evident partiality

and in chattering tone will utter "bacca" until his request is granted.

His hair is long, gray and unkempt, falling over his shoulders,and

his beard, which is similar, reaches down below his waist. He is

now between 60 and 70 years of age, and is possibly the only living

being ever known to have lived, year after year, perfectly naked

and exposed to all the inclemencies of weather which mark our

Canadian winters.

Fast Time.—On Wednesday evening, while the Louisville

Short Line train was poking along towards Lexington, a passenger

stopped the brakesman as he was going through and asked : "How
fast does this train go ; a mile an hour V " It goes fast enough to

suit us. If you don't like the rate of speed get out and walk," was
the rejoiner. "I would," replied the disgusted passenger, settling

back in the corner of his seat, "but my friends won't come to meet
me until the train gets in, and I don't want to be waiting around
the depot for two or three hours." The brakesman passed on.

Lexington Dispatch.
»-0-«

A CAT caught a sparrow, and was about to devour it. But the

sparrow said :
" No gentleman eats till he has first washed his face.

"

The cat, struck with the remark, set the sparrow down and began
to wash his face with his paw ; hut the sparrow flew away. This

vexed puss extremely, and he said: "As long as I live, I will eat

first and wash my face afterward.

"

Which all cats do to this very day.
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PodLTF^Y D^pyvf^TI^Ei^T-

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

CROTCHETS OF THE POULTRY FANCY.
BY PETER SIMPLE.

No. 11.

It is SO long ago that I furnished the Fanciers' Jourwal with

ten articles under this head, that they were some time since

forgotten, probably.

When the original series was concluded, the writer thought he
had used up the principal subjects, for the time being, which had
presented sufficient point for criticism in (hat channel.

But having in good faith gone into the late National Poultry
and Dog Show, in the west, and come out among the worsted, I

discovered subsequently what I deemed a remarkable " crotchet,"

or two among the Hoosier fanciers, which struck me would bear

ventilating. I may be wrong. But " that is my opinion."

Somebody has written that " Figures don't lie. " This depends

!

Figures may be made to lie, as we all know. They lie

often strangely, sometimes foolishly, oftener wilfully, and oftenest

unreasonably.

Judging from certain printed reports I have read of the " greatest

fowl exhibition ever seen in the world," (this was the way the

western show was originally announced) I am satisfied that some

figures lie very easily, as well as unreasonably. Bat that is the

business of the figures, I presume. Peter Simple is not a

good arithmetician, so he cannot cipher out the algebraical,

financial conundrums that appear in the reports above referred to.

Peter did not chance to be on any of the "committees" who
engineered the muddled details of that great western affair, and
he ne'oer affiliates with any " ring." What he had to do with the

show was strictly of a business character.

He paid his money—and would, but could not take his choice.

He entered his stock (good stock it was, too) and went for some of

the stunning premiums promised. He didn't get any very large

award—and after the award was made, he didn't get what was
promised (and what his entry-fees, coop-hire, etc., helped to make
up) by 35 per cent, in amount.

But Peter learned something, shortly afterwards. And this

was, that he and others similarly situated, would be permitted to

help carry the load of debt which the mammoth show had
apparently contracted, until this great-national-western-fowl-dog-

and-pet-stock-association should be able to take the burden off the

shoulders of himself, and his deluded friends.

Now Peter thought this a rare "crotchet," naturally; but

he found another, that was (in his experience) rarer still.

He discovered that the figures mentioned (which in this respect

did not lie, he believes) set forth that all the boys in the ring, at
HOME, were paid at the least, one hundred cents on the dollar for

their services; and the little bills sent in from parties in and
around the great western city where the show come off, were
similarly cleared up, very promptly.

This was an honorable crotchet—so far as it went. But Peter

(who is rather obtuse in such matters) is thus far unable to

discover why sauce for the goose should not be sauce for the

gander! Andif it was found that the money received and "donated"

so generously, was likely not to hold out, Peter thinks that

according to the golden rule (not the rule of three which was
substituted) all the creditors should have been treated alike, as to

a percentage of payment upon their equally rightful claims.

Here, again, Peter admits that he may be in error. But that is

the way he looks at this crotchet.

Peter does not forget thut bejitre the show came off, he learned

from the advertisements and circulars sent out, that the premiums
named were " not put at an inflated figure, for the purpose of

swelling the list," and he thought this very creditable.

Then he learned that thousands cf dollars were contributed for

premiums [(in addition to what the big association was to give)

and he thought he would go in for the chances ; for it looked, on

paper, "like a big thing," that's a fact

!

But a third crotchet shortly turned up, and the figures either

lied in the first instance, or in the last. Even Peter Simple, who
is by no means an able calculator in arithmetical problems, is

sufficiently level-headed to discover this:—if John Smith, William

Jones, James Brown, and Henry Robinson " donate cups," for

example, valued at S25 each, and they swell in the Society's hands

to $35 value each, Peter thinks this looks like a sudden unwarrant-

able inflation of silver (plate) or bald-faced humbug—as far as it

goes. And this " figui-ing " appears to P. S. very silly—though

it is only a crotchet, perhaps.

There are other points in this lively, stalwart, national show

management really worthy referring to ; but not just now. Peter

will close this paper with a suggestion or two, therefore—and in a

future number (some time, say, before he gets the 35 per cent,

balance of premiums due him !) he will add a word or two more

upon the crotchets he discovered in connection with his rather

costly but unsatisfactory experience with this " great-western
"

exhibition.

This crotchet in passing suggests itself to P. S. and he enquires

how many of the victims at a distance who were cut short of their

dues—under the peculiar circumstances

—

vrUl probably be contribu-

tors to the next show of this big association ?

The declaration of Lord Bacon may well he commended to

parties having this sort of affair in charge—even though it be but

a chicken show :
" Clear and round dealing is the honor of man's

nature; and the slightest mixture of falsehood is like alloy in coin

of gold or silver, that may make the metal work the better

—but it embaseth it. For all windings and crooked courses in

these affairs are like the goings of the serpent—which goeth basely

upon the belly, and not upon the feet."

New York, April, 1876.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

" TRIPS AMONG THE FANCIERS."
BT W. E. FLOWER.

Having several days of leisure time before us we concluded to

take a trip to Baltimore and vicinity, and as the journey thither

would scarcely be worth reciting to your readers, we will merely

say that by means of the " iron horse " and steamboat, we arrived

in the " monumental city." Proceeding to the Northern Central

Depot we took our seat In the cars and were soon "en route" for

Brooklandville, Md. Leaving the cars upon our arrival there, we

started for " Montvue Poultry Yard," one mile distant from the

railroad at this point. The morning air being rather keen, we

walked rather briskly, and soon reached our destination, and

received a hearty welcome from Mr. 6. 0. Brown, the courteous

and gentlemanly proprietor, and as a matter of course we were

invited to inspect his stock. We first turned our attention to his
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yard of Light Brahmas. Of this variety Mr. B. has some really

fine specimens, the hens particularly, being of good size and well

marked. Next we were shown his Dark Brahmas, of which he

has quite a good collection. The next yard contained his B. B.

R. Games, including his first premium cock and hen at the late

Baltimore show. This pair not only won first in their class, but

also won the "silver cup" for the "best pair of games" of any

variety, and the competition was very strong. The cock is a

remarkably fine, large bird, and we doubt not his progeny will

prove " worthy of their sire." Passing on we came to a fine yard

of Houdans. Take them altogether we think Mr. B. has one of

the best yards of this variety that we ever remember to have seen,

many of them being almost perfect in crest and beard. His two

imported hens were really excellen*. Next we were sho^vn his

White Crested Black Polish, here again were prize birds, Mr. B.

having been awarded first and special of " silver cup," on this

variety, at Baltimore. He has a fine yard of this beautiful

variety, having sought to obtain the best, regardless of expense,

and we should say that he had succeeded. Turning reluctantly

away from them we were next shown a first premium pair of

Golden Spangled Polish. These did not please our fancy as well

as the beautiful White Crested black ones, and we passed on to

his yard of White Leghorns. Those, said Mr. B., I got from " J.

Boardman Smith," and as every body knows that Mr. S. never

sends out poor stock, of course they were all right, and we passed

on to view the Bantams. First came the B. B. R. Games. Of

this variety of Bantams Mr. B. has undoubtedly some choice

specimens, having in his yards descendants of prize winners, at

" Buffalo " and elswhcre. Next we were shown some very pretty

Golden Sebrights, and further on we came to the Black African

Bantams, and last but not least, we came to the Dominique

Bantams. Having told the readers of the contents of " Montvue

Poultry Yards," it might not be amiss to state that they are so

called because of their elevated site on " Montvue Place," the

home of Mr. Brown. From the front porch are fine views of

Lutherville, and Townsontown, each being some four miles distant.

Mr. B. is afforded excellent facilities for raising Poultry, the sixty

acres at his command being high and rolling, and so situated that

no neighbor's fowls are near enough to ever stray upon the

premises. Mr. B, also breeds " Fancy Pigeons," and showed us

some very nice White and Blue Pouters, Black Carriers, White

Fantails, Blue Magpies, Priest and Yellow Barbs, and last but

not least, our attention was directed to several pairs of well-bred

Lop-eared Rabbits, and a fine pair of White Angora Rabbits, also

several pairs of Guinea Pigs. We saw uo white mice, but Mr. B.

assured us that he had a large number of the brown variety

roaming at will through the corn crib, and other out buildings.

Having seen all, we entered the house and received a cordial

greeting from Mrs. B. and were also presented to the father and

mother in-law of our host, to whom we shall ever feel grateful for

their manifold efforts to make our visit a pleasant one. Dinner

being announced we were soon seated around the table, and were

agreeably surprised when Mrs. B. placed at our hand a magnifi-

cent " silver cup " (filled to the brim with rich milk,) which was

awarded to Mr. Brown at the late Baltimore show, " for largest

collection of pure bred fowls." We won't say how often we

emptied the cup of its contents during our stay, but " certes," we

never remember to have drank milk that tasted better. After

dinner Mr. B. showed us some two hundred photographs of

members of the A. P. A., and stated his desire to complete the

" group " before the first of May ; having notified all the members

he will proceed to finish it. All in or not, he intends exhibiting

it at the leading shows next season. The afternoon and evening

passed pleasantly and quickly as we conversed on chickens, dogs,

pigeons, etc., and ere we were aware of it the clock on the mantel

pointed to the " wee sma hours ayant the twall," and our host

conducted ua to our room and left us to enjoy our much needed

sleep.

To be continued.

SHOULD HOUDANS HAVE RED EAR-LOBES.
Editor Fancier's Journal

:

—
DearSir :—When the revised edition of the 5/anrfarrf appeared,

I turned with much interest to the pages devoted to Houdans. I

was greatly astonished to find, first, that as many as five points

had been assigned to ear-lobes and wattles, and second, that a

standard ear-lobe should be " bright red " "Ear-lobes," it says,

" should be bright red, and partially, if not entirely concealed by

the crest feathers, and beard." Now is not the Standard asking

for an impossibility, when it demands, underneath a full beard,

which almost, if not entirely conceals the lobes, (bright red lobes?)

In a long experience with this breed, I have always found that

bright red lobes, and full beards are not seen on the same bird.

Whenever you find a beardless bird with coarse, large wattles,

you find also, the red ear-lobe in perfection ; but full, well round-

ed beards, quite concealing from observation the ear-lobes, rarely

cover those of a bright red color. If we cannot then get both,

full beards, and red lobes, which shall we take '! Which of the two

adds most to the appearance of the bird ? One of the most com-

petent judges of this variety, and a gentleman who in his capacity

as judge, has seen more specimens of this class than any other

man in the country, said to me at the recent Springfield show, that

breeders ofthe present day were losing the full heavy beards we used

to see years ago, and that while improving in other points they

were degenerating in this respect. And he was right, it is so.

With this tendency, is it wise to fix in the Standard a feature like

red ear-lobes, which invariably accompanies scanty beards ? I

think that it is entirely immaterial what their color is, as the beard

should make them quite invisible, and for that reason it should

not be at all considered in the scale of points. Take the heaviest

bearded bird, so much so that the ear-lobes do not show at all, and

on parting the feathers, you will almost invariably find the lobes a

pinkish white, the pink deepening a little towards the center, and

in many cases almost pure white. While preferring the pinkish

white lobes, simply because usually under the heaviest beard, I

would in judging give it no preference over the nearly white, if

the latter was covered by an equally heavy beard; or to speak more

correctly, would disregard one as well as the other, and only mark

on the beard. The inevitable result of establishing the red lobe,

will be the gradual disappearance of the feature of the Hondan,

which with the crest is so important a characteristic as to be

thought worthy of eighteen points.

In behalf of a number of the most careful and scientific breed-

ers of this variety, I protest against any notice whatever of the

ear-lobes in the scale of points, and especially against bright red

as their color.

I have taken pains to ascertain the opinions of some of tho most

eminent breeders, have asked them to look carefully over their

best Houdans, and especially their premium birds, and write to me,

if they found a single well bearded bird with a bright red lobe. I

have received a number of letters, and not one such bird has been

found. From Mr. E. C. Aldrich, of Hyde Park, Mass., of whose

success as a breeder of this variety the various premium lists of

New England exhibitors testify, I received in answer to my letter

the following :
" In looking for the ear-lobe I found it in every

case as you say ; where well muffed, pinkish white, the less mulf,

the more red."

From Mr. L. B. Root, of New Hartford, Oneida Co., N. Y., of

the firm of Warner & Root, so many times victorious at Utica and

Buffalo, I received a long and interesting letter, from which I

quote only a few sentences :
" I think that the ear-lobe on a stand-

ard Houdan should not be visible at all, and that the only way to
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detect the color would be by pulling out the beard. Some of the

finest specimens of the variety I ever saw, have pinkish white

lobes. My convictions on the point are as follows :

"l3t. Earlobea on Houdans are not a fancy point.

" 2d. They should only be visible, by taking the bird in hand

and opening the feathers.

" 3d. That their color is a matter of absolute insignificance, and

they are entitled to no place whatever in the scale of points."

Mr. Root still further fortifies his already strong position, by

the announcement of the entire concurrence of Mr. Edward Wari',

of Utica, in the above statement.

One of the most careful and systematic breeders of Houdans, in

the country, is Mr. Daniel Pinckney, of South Onondaga, N. Y.,

who, though not often an exhibitor himself, has raised many birds

which have achieved the highest lionors. In reply to my letter he

says :
—" After receiving your letter, I commenced giving my fowls

a careful examination in regard to the ear-lobes. I have exam-

ined every bird possessing strong characteristics of the race, and

of fine points, and have failed to find one with solid red ear-lobes.

All were more or less pink and white, pink being the ground

work. I have had my attention called often to birds without

muff and beard, and with large wattles, and have invariably no-

ticed solid red lobes. With an experience in breeding of six or

seven years, I have never yet noticed a well bred bird with solid

red lobes, and if I were to breed them I should not know
where to commence, as I consider red ear-lobes an accident in

a well bred bird."

There are many more breeders with whom I have conversed on

this subject, and all are of the same opinion concerning it, but

whose words I do not now sufiiciently remember to put in form

here. I feel quite confident there are also very many to whom I

have not written, who I am sure will agree with the position we
have taken, and will unite with us in demanding a revision of the

Standard at the next meeting in Boston, of A. P. A., a revision

which ought to exclude ear-lobes entirely from the scale of points

and cut down the number assigned to wattles. I would suggest

that the five points given to ear-lobes and wattles, in the case of

hens and pullets, be added to breast and body, as in a hen or pul-

let I claim the wattles should be no more visible than the ear-lobes.

In the case of cocks or cockerels, I think three points should be

assigned to wattles, and the remaining two to breast and body.

Should the committee think breast and body have already points

enough, which I very much doubt, there is still size and weight to

add to. Yours truly,

H. A. Grant, Jr.

For)Fanciers' Journal.)

AYLESBURY DUCKS.
BT J. K. FOWLER.

The most popular domestic hobby of the present day is the

rage for rearing and exhibiting poultry displayed by all classes of

the community ; and great thanks are due to fashion, which has

led to the formation of so many varieties of the feathered tribes.

Not many years ago the country was busy talking of the extraor-

dinary Cochin Chinas that had just been sent over as a present to

Her Majesty the Queen, and when some of the earliest fanciers

began to breed them, folks laughed at the idea of such ungainly

brutes, as they were then thought, ever becoming common deni-

zens of our poultry yards ; and the late John Leech, in a series

of humorous sketches in Punch, held these feather-legged beauties

and their patrons up to ridicule in such a way that must for ever

mark the period of their introduction into this kingdom. The

popularity of poultry keeping, however, was not to be shaken,

and if we look to the number of distinct varieties that are yearly

taking up a position in the exhibition world, we cannot fail to

admire the perseverance with which we are endeavoring to im-

prove the breed of fowls, and, by that means, to help on the great

question of our food supply in this coun try.

As there has been during the last ten years an increase in the

number of breeds of our domestic fowls, that are acknowledged

by show committees as distinct varieties, and treated with separate

classes, so, also, has there been a propoi'tional increase in the

variety of ducks that now have individual classes allotted to them
at our great exhibitions. Referring to an edition of Mrs. Fergu-

son Blair's "Henwife"—an excellent little work on poultry, pub-

lished in 1861—we see she commences her remarks on ducks, by

saying—" There is not a great variety in our domestic ducks

;

only three distinct exhibition breeds exist, viz , the Aylesbury,

Rouen, and Buenos Ayres, or East Indian." But if we look to

the schedules of the large shows held during the past year, we
shall see that not only are those varieties allowed classes to them-

selves, but prizes are offered for the best pairs of Mandarins,

Carolinas, White Calls, and Brown Calls, separately, still leaving

many other valuable specimens to struggle for the posts of

honor in the " Any other Variety " class. Some amongst these

are peculiar in shape or color ; others make strange noises, and

others combine both beauty and utiUty. There are the Cayugas

(about which more anon), the various descriptions of Whistling

ducks, the Kasarkas, Shieldrakes, Spotted-billed ducks, Muscovys,

and many others. It would require far too much space to enter

into the merits of all these, and I shall therefore remark only upon

those breeds which are thoroughly adapted for ordinary farm-

yard purposes, and which are calculated to assist in solving the

great problem of "how to feed the people," and I regret that I

cannot add more than one breed to those three which Mrs. Blair

has noticed, so that I must confine myself to speaking of the

Aylesburys, Rouens, East Indians, and Cayugas. I shall give a

brief description of the points necessary for exhibition birds of

these varieties, with the results of my own practical experience,

and add what hints I can as to the rearing and management of

them.

Before all these the white Aylesbury ducks stand pre-eminent

;

their reputation is universal ; they are well adapted to almost

every climate and soil—indeed, they are like the shorthorns

amongst cattle, thriving anywhere and everywhere, from our

warm southern coasts to the bleak mountain districts of the High-

lands ; in the burning tropical sun of Australia and the icy cold-

ness of the Canadian "fall." As their name denotes, their chief

centre is Aylesbury, in Buckinghamshire, in which town and its

neighborhood, they appear to have been an established breed for

more than a century past. For the farmyard let us strongly

recommend them, as for that purpose they excel in every requi-

site. In the first place they reach maturity sooner than any

other ducks ; they are as hardy as sparrows, attain to a very

great size, and are remarkably prolific. The London markets

are supplied with enormous quantities of them—in fact, though

it may perhaps appear to strangers almost incredible, oftentimes

in the spring in one night, a ton weight of ducklings, from six to

eight weeks old, arc taken from Aylesbury and the villages round

about, by rail, to the metropolis. During the first week in Janu-

ary, this year, the trade commenced again— (it is, by the way,

unusually early)—and I know of one " ducker " who then sent

up his first batch of them, which, at eight weeks old, returned

12s. a couple. They are generally not killed till between seven

and eight weeks old, when good birds will be about 4lb. weight

each. Prices vary considerably during the season—from 9s. to a

guinea a couple being obtainable ; the latter price they sometimes

reach towards the middle of March and the beginning of May,

then they decline gradually in value till July, after which there is

but little demand. It has been computed that upwards of £30,-

000 per annum is paid into the town and neighborhood, for this
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early delicacy. The " duckers," as the breeders of them are

called, are for the most part a superior class of laborers—men who

by their industry have saved u]i money enough to secure an inde-

pendence from downright hard work, and who do not grudge

giving their whole time and attention to the young broods, so

long as the supply is in demand. But before I go further, it will

be well to describe as clearly as possible the system by which this

curious trade is carried on. In and about the town of Aylesbury

very many of the cottagers maintain, each of them, their set of

ducks, about four ducks to a drake. These they keep in any out-

building attached to their dwelling ; and, failing such a place, in

the cottage itself. From them the " duckers " collect the eggs,

and generally bargain with the owners for their whole supply at

a given rate for the season. They begin their collection in Octo-

ber, and the contract is often made for the whole produce up till

June ; a fair price being 3s. 6d. a sitting of twelve eggs through-

out that time. During the last and present month I know that

as much as 123. per dozen have been constantly offered. The pur-

chaser has to stand the chance of their proving fertile. The

breeding stock of a " ducker " who does an average trade, consists

of six drakes and twenty ducks; these all run together, and the

brooks and ponds are looked upon almost ss common property.

It is a strange aud pretty sight to see some hundreds of these

snow-white beauties on the river Thames (which winds round, and

through a part of the old town, all with a large patch of red,

green, black, or blue paint, on head, neck, or wings, the distinc-

tive marks of ownership. They are separated at night, driven up

to their respective homes, well fed aud warmly housed. The

eggs which were laid during the night time are set as soon as

possible under large and attentive hens, for which purpose good

Dorkins and Cochins are considered best. The ducks themselves

are never allowed to sit, though ihey may desire to do so, the

result of this practice is almost certain to prove a failure. Thir-

teen eggs comprise a sitting, and these are easily covered by a

large hen. Whilst speaking of the eggs, it will be well to dispel

a stupid fallacy to which many give credence, viz., that drakes

hatched under hens are objectionable, through having a partiality

to fowls when grown up, and thereby causing a disturbance in the

poultry yard. The eggs are either a clear or creamy white, or a

very pale eau-de-Nil green. This diversity seems to be a mere

freak of nature, and there is no truth in the old woman's story

that the color varies with the sex of the duckling in embryo.

Such is not the case, nor does this variation of color point to any

impurity of the breed, for I have known my best ducks lay both

green and white eggs, and this change has taken place within a

week.

To return to the process of rearing : the hens are set either in

fish pads, small hampers, or, in what I have found most service-

able, the round boxes in which cheeses are packed. In the bpttora

of these is placed some lime or wood ashes, and then a nest of

hay or soft straw
; there the hens must be kept as quiet as pos-

sible. Special care should be taken to guard against the intru-

sion of rats or other vermin, by which the hen mother may be

disturbed, and, as is often the case, the whole sitting destroyed

thereby. The period of incubation is twenty-eight days, and
during the last week of that time, care must be taken to sprinkle

the eggs daily with lukewarm water, which softens the shells, so

that when the time comes for the duckling to make its appearance,

it has not much diflicully in breaking through its covering ; this

is only an imitation of nature, for in the wild state the parent

bird leaves her nest in the early morning when the grass is

covered with dew, and as she seeks her food of worms, grubs and
such like, her feathers become well moistened, and returning to

her eggs she imparts to them that moisture which we by artificial

means are obliged to give. When the young are hatched they

should be left with the hen till well nestled, well dried and strong

enough to stand ; many scores of ducklings are lost by inexperi-

enced persons, through their impatience to remove them from the

nest. The little duckling is at first clad with soft yellow down

which gradually disappears as the feathers grow. After a few

days, three or four broods are put together with one hen, which

is quite able to take care of them all. For market purposes the

treatment of the ducklings is as follows ; they are not allowed to

go into any water, but are kept in hovels, or the rooms of cot-

tages, each lot of thirty or forty separated by low boards ; it is no

uncommon thing to see 2000 to 3000 all in one establishment.

They are kept very clean and dry on barley straw ; their food

consists of hard-boiled eggs chopped fine and mixed with boUed

rice and bullock's liver cut up small. This is given to them seve-

ral times in the day for about a fortnight or more. When they

are capable of consuming more, they are fed on barley-meal and

tallow greaves mixed together with the water in which the greaves

have previously been boiled. My poultryman also uses horseflesh

to mix with their other food.

The above constitutes all that is necessary to produce early

ducklings for the table. Now, as to the treatment of such as are

intended for breeding and exhibition : to produce birds of great

frame and weight, the same food is given during the earliest stage,

but after about three weeks they are allowed to go to the water,

and their food is varied as soon as possible, by giving them maize

and barley alternately, when they can eat the same. They should

be fed three times a day, and always have a trough of water by

them, and it is an advantage to have some gravel or sand at the

bottom, so that when drinking they also get hold of some grit,

which helps digestion, and tends to keep the bill the proper

color.

Little description is needed as to the plumage, for it must simply

be the purest white throughout—a single discolored feather points

to impurity, and would necessarily be a disqualification. There

is no diflFercnce between the drake and duck, except that the

male bird has one or two beautifully curled feathers in his tail,

and is larger than his mate. When the birds are very young it

is not easy to distinguish the sex, for the drake's feathers are not

developed till they have once moulted. The question, however,

can be solved by noting the difference in the cry, which in the

duck is a loud " quack, quack," whilst the drake makes a much
fainter and not so distinct a noise. The bill should be long and

broad, and coming straight from the skull, like that of a wood-

cock. It must be a delicate pale flesh-color, and is so naturally
;

but a ferruginous soil will often affect them in such a prejudicial

manner that it becomes quite yellow. Any spots of black, or any

discoloration on the bill, should disqualify. Birds for exhibition
must be kept out of the hot summer sun, and not allowed to run
too much on the grass, both of which are likely to spoil the deli-

cate pink and turn it yellow. The legs are deep orange. The
whole body should be as symmetrical as possible, the neck fine

and long. First-rate prize birds, when well fatted, will reach 101b.

but that weight is seldom obtained even by the best specimens
exhibited at Birmingham. I consider 71b. at twelve months old
almost beyond the average. Very hot weather is sure to cause
mortality to a great extent amongst young broods, and the ex-
pression " Like a dying duck in a thunderstorm," often applied
to a person who looks dull and stupid, is derived from the fact

that when there is thunder in the air young ducks are sometimes
affected thereby in a peculiar manner, turning, as it were, giddy,
becoming unable to walk, and frequently dying firom the eftects of

the close atmosphere, which produces a sort of apoplexy. I think
I have exhausted my subject, and will conclude with the follow-
ing facetious lines from the pen of a local bard, who writes :

—

" But of the ducks—the Aylesbury ducks.
There is no need to tell

;

Through England broad their fame has spread,
And they themselves as well.

And there's no man throughout the land,

Nor yet beyond the seas, ,
Who loveth not the Aylesbury duck.
When served with early peas."
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JUST SOr

-"Dear, dear ! who broke my favorite egg?"
Cried Biddy Bantam to her daughter

;

" Some lazy cur, too proud to beg,
Has mashed it—and hadn't ouglit ter."

The child cave one pathetic craw,
Her rueful tears began to thicken,

She sobbed aloud, " I broke it, ma !

—

This little person is my chicken,

Some albumen and lime I'll buy
And make another one to match it

;

ma ! I cannot tell a lie

—

I did it with my little hatch it
!"

THE EMBBEN GEESE.

The Canada Farmer has the following on this variety

:

The Embden goose has prominent blue eyes, is remarkably

strong in the neck, and the feathers from near the shoulder to the

head are far more curled than is seen in other birds. The plu-

mage is uniformly pure white, the bill, flesh colored and free from

dark blotches, and the legs and feet, orange. In carriage, they

should be tall and erect, with fine, square bodies which in fat

specimens touch the ground. They come to enormous size ; a

three-year old gander has weighed as much as thirty-two pounds,

and a goose of the same age, twenty-six, but a good bird of any

breed weighing twenty pounds is considered very fine, and for

breeding purposes such weight is quite sufficient to insure good

stock.

The Embden goose seldom lays till after a year old. Their

eggs are white in color, very large and rough in the shell, which

is extremely thick. Regular goose breeders rarely, if ever, allow

the geese themselves to sit, but put from three to four eggs under

a Cochin or Dorking hen, which can well cover and take care of

them. A turkey hen makes a capital mother. The eggs should

be regularly sprinkled with lukewarm water to prevent the shell

becoming so hard as to check the egress of the young.

Sometimes, but not often, they lay two sittings in a season

The period of incubation is thirty days.

The goslings are easily reared on the same food as ducklings,

but they require green food as well, and for this purpose, young

green onions are strongly recommended. When once fledged

they will thrive well with no other food than can be procured by

them in the field or by the wayside, until later in the fall, when

they should be shut up for a few weeks and fed on meal, oats, etc.;

they will lay on flesh quickly and come to great weight. Embden

geese do not necessarily require much water, but of course, to

look well, the pure Embden goese will require a large pond or

brook to wash themFelves in.

One of the great advantages of the Embden geese, is, that all

of their feathers being perfectly white, their value, where many

are kept, is far greater in the market than is even the case with

" mixed " feathers. The quiet domestic character of this variety

causes them to lay on flesh rapidly. They never stray away from

home, the nearest pond and field satisfying their wants, and much

of their time is spent in quiet repose. Their flesh is equal to that

of the famous Toulouse of France, Mr. Hewit says, " these birds

have an advantage even over the Toulouse. In instituting com-

parisons between the white and colored geese, I have noticed that

the pendant abdominal pouch of the Toulouse tells sadly against

it when dressed, and would undoubtedly be prejudicial against the

sale, in accordance with current opinion of such an appendage

being indicative of advanced age."

All white aquatic poultry are considered to dress of a clearer

and better appearance than the particolored or dark feathered

birds, more especially when young. This arises from the patches

where the dark feathers grow, showing even after being carefully

plucked, more particularly if the plumage at the time they are

killed, happens to be immature.

DIVERSIONS OP A PET CROW.
CURIOUS FKBAKS OV A DOMESTICATED BIRD—THE MISCHIEF HE

PLAYED.

A lady resident in this city was the delighted owner of a pet

crow, whose oddities of disposition and love of mischief transformed

him into a household pet. He was the " social lion " of his day,

and company were always entertained by an interview with "Jim
Crow," as he was called. Though "Jim" has doubtless passed

over into the happy hunting grounds of his ancestry, and may now
possibly be diverting himself in the same old way, the recollections

of this inveterate mischiefmaker and his remarkable freaks are

deemed worthy of a rehearsal. His discovery and the subsequent

incidents of his eventful history are thus related by the lady her-

self:

Sitting in the trunk of a tree beside the cabin of a wood-chopper

in the Alleghanies, I first saw "Jim Crow." He was too young to

fly, and, only partially covered with feathers, looked so queer, so

helpless, and withal so mischievous, that I bought him, tied him
in my handkerchief, and hanging it on the pommel of my saddle,

rode twenty miles to my home. The long ride in no way disagreed

with him, but seemed to have only increased his appetite, for from

Ills perch on the apple tree his continuous " caw-caw" could be

heard all day from morn till eve. It was the amusement of all

the family to fill up " Jim Crow," which meant to take pieces of

bread and clover-heads, and indeed anything, almost, to "Jim,"

drop it in his wide open-mouth, till his craw, his throat, and his

mouth were filled. There he would sit with his bill wide open,

unable to shut it till the food slowly digested, then re-commence

his "caw, caw, caw." With the wings came—what the quiet

twinkle in these black eyes foretold—mischief, sly and deep. Mis-

chief premeditated and unpremeditated, and mischief purely be-

cause he couldn't help it, and this propensity was exercised chiefly

against the cook, because she most felt his presence and resented it.

He delighted in going into the cook's room, whose careless hab-

its made that place a paradise to him. He would gently put his

bill under the lid of her sewing-box and turn off the cover on the

floor—and then the fun began. The needles were all carefully stuck

over the bed one by one. The cotton was hid in the wood-house,

and the scissors nicely tucked under the pillows in the room quite

removed from the scene of his labors. The wax and thimble were

dropped into the aquarium. And after all this delicious fun, he

one day took a little pot of pomade in his bill, and, hopping to the

edge of the veranda roof, ate the pomade with evident relish, and

then dropped the glass pot on the stove-pipe below with a satis-

fied air at its demolition. He then flew down and carefully picked

up each piece and put it in the grass.

This room was his favorite resort. To it we always went to

find a missing comb, a tooth, or a hair brush, and were sure to

find it behind the glass or under the carpet or bed. During the

short illness of one of the family, regularly at 9 a. m., "Jim Crow"

hopped along the veranda roof, gave a quiet tap on the closed

window, and, on being admitted, gravely brought with him to the

bed-side and laid on the table a chicken bone or leg, or something

equally tempting. Seing that he was duly observed, he would

rufile up his feathers, make himself appear like a large round ball

of black feathers, "caw " and then open his mouth wide for a part

of the invalid's breakfast. After stirring up things for half an

hour or more, opening the clock, picking at the hands, stopping

the pendulum, dropping the soap in the water pitcher, and taking

all the pins out of the pin-cushions, he would take his leave.

The fish in the course of time disappeared from the aquarium,

and although all the haps and mishaps of the house were attribu-

ted to demure little "Jim Crow," no one suspected that he was

the cause of the fish mystery, when one morning he was discov-

ered taking a bath in it, and a fish breakfast afterwards.

The mystery was solved, and when the aquarium was emptied
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there came to light two thimbles, a pair of scissors, a penknife,

and a spoon.

To carry away small chickens and drop them into holes and

cover them with dirt, was his intense delight, and when we saw a

distracted hen rushing madly about the barn-yard, some one

looked up " Jim Crow" and went to the rescue. One day, after

a day's fishing, we were cleaning the fish on the race bank, and

busy watching the operation was " Jim Crow " and soice ducks.

One little fish was considered too small and thrown into the water.

A duck quickly seized it by the head and " Jim " took the tail,

and then they pulled and pulled for a few seconds. The scene

was exceedingly amusing, for "Jim " planted his little black feet

firmly on the edge of the bank and was slowly drawn into the wa

ter, holding on to the fish. As soon as he found that he was get-

ting in too deep, he let go his hold and flew to a tree to take his

usual revenge in scolding, and with his head on one side he scolded

till all the fish were cleaned. Jim's scolding consisted of a suc-

cession of guttural sounds said over and over with a very solemn

face and mournful mieu, and has moved many people to hearty

laughter because it was so intensely droll. He loved to tease the

peacock who came every day after dinner to the veranda to be fed

with pieces of bread. He would eat quickly all that he possibly

could, to take it away from the peacock. He would eat till his

craw, throat, and bill were full, and then he would hop about

unable to shut his mouth and still try to eat. But as the pieces

were too small and his bill too wide apart he could not rob the

poor peacock any more, and he would fly away, dispose of it, and

soon return to repeat the operation, and, strange to say, he was

the terror of the barn-yard. The peacocks were afraid of him,

and the geese ran away at his approach. While he was quite

young he was tyrannized over, and all the fowls, large and small,

had a pick at Jim. But one day a happy thought siezed

Jim. He took a long straw in his bill and chased the geese,

who fled before him, and Jim reigned supreme from that

day, and often repeated the scare, we thought, for his own

amusement. Carefully arranged among the loops and bows of

our best bonnets we found apple-cores, according, no doubt, to

Jim's taste, a great improvement. In the pockets of our coats

there were stones and sticks, and never a pen or pencil could

lie loose on the table. Jim's strong point was butter, and on

churning days Jim stayed at home and behaved himself. He
could eat a half a pound. But one day he ran his bill through a

pound and tried to fly away with it. He was caught rolling over

and over the floor with it, and from that time he was banished.

As the Summer faded into Autumn Jim stayed away more and

more from home, and occasionally would return with friends, evi

dently showing them around. One Sunday afternoon the atten-

tion of the family was drawn to a vigorous cawing on the veranda

roof. There was Jim, with three friends all cawing in elegant

crow language. They solemnly walked in at the cook's window
and remained in the room some time, keeping up their conversa-

tion. When they left, all movable things were found overturned,

and the rcom left in the state Jim always left it. The pleasures

of that place had no doubt been described by Jim to his friends,

and he had brought them along for a frolic. His visits from home
became more and more extended, butwheneverhecamehe scolded

as much as ever and seemingly tried to talk. He would sit before

the house and deliver long harangues on subjects and in language

too abstruse for us to comprehend.

One rainy September day he sat for hours on the apple-tree, de-

livering, it must have been a farewell address, forwhen night came

he flew away and never came home again.

Jim was a great nuisance on wash days ; between dropping

sticks and stones unobserved into the tubs, and flying away with

the soap, and pulling out the clothes-pins from the clothes on the

line, he was kept very busy. He regularly dropped small stones

every evening on a pet toad, who lived under the kitchen and who

came out to be fed by the cook and be tormented by Jim. He
would come quietly, meekly, hopping into the kitchen, looking so

innocent and hungry, and as he passed by the cat asleep, he would

give her one fearful hard peck and fly out at the door or window.

This was repeated so often that the cat feared him and assumed

the defensive at his approach. He stole a quantity of butter one

day and hid it near the chimney of an out-kitchen. We were as

much surprised to see grease trickling down the wall as was Jim

when he went for his treasure and found it gone. The outburst

of caws that followed revealed the culprit. Jim loved to steal, and

for the pure fun of being chased he would come into the kitchen,

try to pick up something and fly away, and if he failed in his ob-

ject he would hastily alight and pick up a leaf or stone to make

believe he had been successful.

—

Reading (Penn.) Times.

Where it Came Fkom.—A Detroit girl picked up a new beau

the other evening at church, and when they reached her father's

gate he accepted her invitation to go in. He was perfumed to kill,

and it wasn't long before his musk reached the back room where

the old folks sat. The old man was heard stumbling around,

muttering and growling, and presently he opened the door and

passed out, and walked round the house. He came back after

snuffing around for a few minutes, and, pounding on the parlor-

door, he inquired

:

" E-vangeline ! where's that piece of candle f
"

" I don't know, father ; why V she inquired, in return.

" There's a skunk, or something or other, under the additioQ,

and I've got to hunt him out or we can't live here over night."

The young man didn't stay long after that.

Just after the trial of a petty case, says the Virginia (Nevada)

Enterprise, in which one Hank Fisher was a witness, three or four

of the lawyers were discussing among themselves the variety of

testimony deduced, when General B , withlhis usual vehemence,

said ,
" There was never such a liar on the witness-stand as that

Hank Fisher 1 He is undoubtedly the biggest liar I ever knew !"

When the whole party were somewhat abashed at seeing Hank,

who heard the General's remark, step up to him.

"Did you say I was the biggest liar you ever saw? "

" That is about what I said," stammeringly came from the Gen-

eral, who expected a fight.

Hank eyed him for a moment, and then said :

" I guess you don't know my brother John

!

A SCHOLAR in a country school was asked " How do you parse
" Mary milks the cow? '

" The last word was disposed of as fol-

lows :
" Cow, a noun, feminine gender, third person, and stands

for Mary." "Stands for Mary ! How do you make that out?"
" Because," added the intelligent pupil, "if the cow didn't stand

for Mary, how could she milk herV

The proverb says :
" Laugh and grow fat." What a saving of

corn it would be if pigs would laugh.

" SICH IS LIFE."

Old time first covers our heads with hair

;

Afterwards quietly mows them bare.

First cuts our teeth with a mighty fuss

;

Anon takes care that our teeth "cuts" us.

First manufactures us nimble legs.

And then converts them to " stiff old pegs.'

Coming to earth with squalls and tears.

Pleasure beguiled a few brief years.

Harassed thereafter by Care and Doubt,
Fighting for much we might do without,

Hoping and trusting for bliss to come

—

So, in amazement, we reach the tomb.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJ^T.
THE ADVANTAGES ACCKBING

To the active poulterer or pet-stock breeder, in having before him

regularly every week a paper to which he may turn for informa-

tion and practical suggestions relating to his avocation, are

plainly apparent.

The contents of a weekly, as compared with a monthly paper

that treats upon these specialties, are always fresher, and neces-

sarily relate continually to the duties and requirements of the

present time.

The patron of the weekly does not nave to wait from the begin-

ning of one month to the commencement or middle of another,

to learn what is going on in the poultry and live stock world,

—

since every seventh day in the year his Fancier's Jouenal, for

example, comes to hand—in which he finds notes taken of all

that is transpiring in this line, and upon all interesting cuiTent

points of suggestion or information, in this particular channel he

is thus able, either through the editorials or communication

columns, to keep constantly " up with the times."

For this reason of frequency in its visits, and the fact that its

columns are devoted to the interests of breeders of fowls, pigeons,

dogs, birds, and pet stock generally, we deem the Fancier's

JouRNAi. (which is the only weekly of its class in America) the

paper that should be generally supported by the fraternity.

AS THE TIME APPROACHES

When the spring fumigation of the hen-houses is necessary, it

may be well to remind our readers that after six months of con-

finement, (during the cold weatherj in a close building, the fowls

need to have their premises thoroughly smoked and purified.

This is best done on a clear warm day, when the birds can be

driven out of doors, and kept out during the process, which not

only serves to disinfect the interior, but will, if properly done,

kill off the vermin that may have collected in various parts of the

houses since last fall.

The best way to do this, is, to place in an iron vessel (an old

pot or small furnace) three or four pounds of common "roll

brimstone," and a pound of lump rosin, upon a bed of live char-

coal.

First, however, all the windows and openings should be fasteued

tightly, and all the fowls should be got out. Then set this mass

at work, and get out of the place yourself, directly—closing the

door snugly behind you. Three hours will be long enough to

leave the smudge in operation.

Then open all the doors and windows, for a thorough ventila-

tion again, and all insect life within will have been destroyed, for

the present.

FEOM ALL QUARTERS, THIS 8PB1KG,

We hear encouraging accounts of the success of poultry breeders,

in getting out chickens. Last season was comparatively a disas-

trous one, in this respect.

The winter of 1875 was au exceptionally cold one, while the

past season has been much more mild ; and the last few weeks

have been good for hatching purposes. There are many hand-

some young flocks already started, and there is bright promise

that the results in poultry-raising will be much more satisfactory

in 1876, than in the prior year.

The improvement in the general quality of the fowls raised in

1875, was, nevertheless, quite noticeable, and the fine exhibitions

we have latterly had, afforded good evidence that American poul-

terers—as well as amateurs—were not idle during the last twelve-

month.

There is at this time a large quantity of superior breeding

stock on hand in this country, and from the frequent out-look,

our people are determined to make the work of this year an ad-

vancement even upon former successful efforts.

STILL MORE ECHOES.

A LOST INCUBATOR.

New Yoke, March 27, 1876.

Friend Wade :—As an instance of the management at Chicago, I send this

statement.

I exhibited my incubator there, and before leaving I boxed and marked it

" Central N. T. Poultry Exhibition, Utica, N. T." After being exhibited

there it was to go to Mr. Ernest Wider, of East St. Louis. The machine was

shipped (or taken) from the Exposition Building at Chicago, but by whom or

when, no one seems to know. I cannot get a receipt from the Society,

although I have written tmce for it, and I can get no satisfaction except that

" the machine is not in the Exposition Building," and that they " will try and

hunt it up."

Of course Mr. AVider is indignant at not receiving his machine, and I shall

have to send him another. I am out the value of it, and the sales and benefit

which would have resulted from its exhibition at Utica. As the N. P. A.

treasury is empty, I suppose I can whistle over my loss.

Yours truly, A. M. Halsted.

MORE NEGLIGENCE.
St. Padl, Minn., April 1, 1876.

Mr. Wade—Dear Sir :—I thought I would write to you respecting the Chi-

cago show. First I fully determined to attend it, and heartily endorsed the

preliminary arrangements, hoping thereby to assist in consummating a first-

class exhibition. Well, I contributed a mite of S5.00 towards premiums, and

entered eight birds and one log, costing me IBIS.50. I forwarded the fowls at

a cost of $3.40, and in the mean time met with an accident of a broken shoul-

der, preventing my going. I sent Mr. Willard word to take good care of

birds, also forwarded a letter to Mr. Ward, requesting him to ask Mr. Felch to

specially '* scale^^ three or four of my L. B's, for me, so as to compare his with

my own opinion—which duty Mr. Ward did, but Mr. Felch would not, as Mr.

Ward was the regular judge. Mr. Ward then endeavored to find the birds,

and says in his letter to me that they were not entered in his book forjudging

at all, and he was utterly unable to find them. Now there were two Cockerels

and two Pullets coming under his jurisdiction. Well, three days after the

show was over we had six out of the eight returne 1—one L. B. Cockerel and

and Silver Poland Hen, muffed, kept. I bad the express agent here take note

of the fact, and I at once notified Mr. Willard. In his return answer he says

that they must have been sent elsewhere, and he would endeavor to hunt

them up and see that they were returned. I have waited until to-day, keep-

ing silent, and as yet have seen no inquiry in any joiu-nal soliciting informa-

tion as to their whereabouts. Now, sir, what is my best course in the prem-

ises? Mr. Ward has done his part as a gentleman, but am I to suffer through

the culpable carelessness of the officials in this way ?

Surely the Association could not have done less than to have seen that the

birds were properly entered for competition, even were I absent, and returned

them when through.

Hoping for your success, I remain.

Yours, etc., J.H.Bryant.

A MAN addicted to snoring remarked to his bed-fellow in the

morning that he slept " like a top." " I know it," said the other

—

" like a humming top."
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WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—When speaking of the nest of the hare, I alluded only to Se-

pus Sylvaticus, not to hares in general. J. M. McCann.

—Increase Extraordinary.—We are informed that a Setter

Bitch (Dove) owned by Frank Palmer, whelped 21 pups at one

litter. The pups are by Colburn's " Sancho," all doing well.

Her last litter was 18, making 39 at two litters.

—Walking Plants.—Some time ago, the Bombay Geograph-

ical Society, in a report of its proceedings, announced the recep-

tion of the walking leaf, with egg.'i and larvffi from Java, and what
seems more curious still, awaiting flower described as a creature

with a white body, crimson, spotted and pink border!

—The most magnificent oak ever known to have grown in Eng-

land was that dug out of Hatfield hog; it was 120 ft. in length,

12 ft. in diameter at the base, 10 in the middle, and 6 at the small-

er end, where broken oflF; so that the butt for 60 feet squared 7 ft.

of timber, and 4 for its entire length. £20 were offered for this

tree.

—Saffron Plant.—By the laws of Greece, at one time, who-
ever should be detected in smuggling the saflTron plant out its native

country, were punished with death. It was by means of a hollow

cane or staff that the seeds, a single head, was brought into Europe.

There could not have been very vigilant custom-house offcers in

those days. . Adsom.

—The largest animal known, is the Rorqual, which is about

100 feet in length. The smallest is the twilight monad, whose
dimensions are 12,000th of an inch. It is evident that the middle

term is J of an inch, about the length of the common house-fly,

which may therefore be considered as an animal of medium size in

the creation.

—As Huon has not answered the question asked by " Sionx,"

"Does the Bovine race perspire'!" I reply in the aflfjrmative. I

have seen working oxen during hot summer days wet with persjji-

ration ; I have seen them frosted over with it in winter, when
undergoing great fatigue. There is no terrestrial quadruped that

does not perspire.

—Hairs.—The varieties of hair are very great, their limits not be

ing confined to the quills of the porcupine on the one hand, or the

delicate hairs of the butterfly on the other. The liorn of the rhi

noceros is but a mass of hairs firmly united together, while the

revelations of the microscope render it diflicult to say how small

those hairs may be wliich the insect world possesses.

—German Paste.—Stale wheaten bread, ^Ib
;
pea meal, (not

pea flour) ^ ; blanched sweet almonds, 1 oz.; lard, a piece as big as

a walnut; and a teaspoonful of honey or treacle. The bread can

hardly be too stale, half of which, crush into powder, and soak the

remaining half in cold water, which squeeze out as much as possi-

ble
;
pound the almonds and mix all together ; dry before a hot

fire, but do not bake it, and add a pinch of maw-seed.

—Destructive as it may be, the ship-worm will ever be an oliject

of interest, inasmuch as its shell-lined burrow gave to Sir I. Bru-
nei the idea which was afterward so efficiently carried out in the

Thames Tunnel. And though, from the alteration of surround
ing circumstsinces, that wonderful monument of engineering skill

has not been so practically useful as was anticipated, it has proved
of incalculable value as pioneer to the numerous railway tunnels of

this and other countries.

—A standard for Fan tail breeding

:

1. Color, White.
2. Style, Nervous, continual shaking of head.

3. Size, Small.

4. Back, Short.

5. Tail, Well carried, with even and broad spread.
6. Feet, Coral-red, unfeathered.

7. Eye, Hazel in white, pearl in color.

8. Neck, Long.
9. Head Plain. [English paper.]

—Is the beech-tree ever struck by lightning'? I read some'
where, years ago that beech trees are never injured by lightning.

I have traveled very extensively since then,through the great beech
woods of Virginia, and have never yet seen one of these trees so
injured. As they are all elegant lawn trees, and the blood-leaved
weeping one of the finest in cultivation, contrasting beautifully
with the green, gold, and silver leaves of other trees. This fact

should give them an additional value for planting on pleasure
grounds, in cities, or near dwellings in the country.

J. M. MoCann.

—Instinct or Reason, which '?—About a year ago a friend

of ours imported a Saint Bernard Pup. During the past year

a small Black and Tan belonging to a neighbor has been in

the habit of making daily visits, and the big dog was pleased to

see him, and they always had a romp together, but it appears that

during the past winter some hogs had been killed and hung in a
shed, and the big dog had taken a position where he could keep
watch over the hogs. The little dog came over as usual, but being

attracted by the fresh meat, went over to smell of it. But he had
no sooner done so than the big dog got up and took him by the

back and killed him instantly.

—Bees.—The bee which makes our honey had its origin in

Asia, spreading first over Europe, it was introduced from there to

America. Three sorts go to the making up of a hive ; females,

males, and "workers." The females are queens, but as but one

can Queen it at a time, the others are quietly put out of the way.

The " workers " are by far the most numerous. They collect the

honey, secrete the wax, build the cells, and raise the young. The
males do not sting. The poison of the bee sting is very powerful,

and kills a fellow bee almost instantly. Animals have been killed

by an enraged colony, whose hive has been upset. The Queen
lives in the centre of the hive ; is quite a home body, never going

away from it more than once in her life, and that is for the purpose

of finding a husband.

—Leaf-Teachings.—Sir Joseph Paxton has acknowledged
that to the ribbing so peculiarly adapted for bearing up the broad
floating leaf of the vast Victoria Regia and its massive inflores-

cence, be was mainly indebted for the idea of his palace of glass,

which has so wonderfully resisted, in its fairy-like frailty of appear-

ance, the storms of time. Smeaton was indebted for the design

of the Eddystone Light-house to the bole of a tree. The leaf is to

a great extent, the model of the tree.

For instance, the beech leaf has little or no leaf-stalk ; now, the

beech tree in its growth is naturally feathered from its base, with

branches. Accordingly, the leaves of the beech, the oak, the elm,

the box, the holly, the laurel, the prive and the snowberry, whose
uatural tendency is to cover the ground from the base, have either

a very short petiole or none at all.

—Compakative Intelligence of Domestic Animals.—He
would be a bold naturalist who would now deny to the inferior

animals the gift of reasoning faculties. No great naturalist since

the efforts of Waterton, so far as I know, has come forward on the

other side, and a thousand well authenticated anecdotes have been
recorded that cannot be accounted for by any other hypothesis.

Domestic animals, like men, diff'er greatly in natural ability and
acquirements ; some have great talents, others are intellect ually

feeble—some are idiotic. From my own observation I would place

The Dog, 1st, The Ass, .5th,

The Mule, 2d, The Goat, 6th,

The Horse, 3d, The Cow, 7th,

The Pig, 4th, The Sheep, 8th,

J. M. McCann.

—A Trap to Catch a Rattlesnake.—While hunting in the

mountains last fall, an old woodsman told me the following snake
story. He had long known of a den of rattlesnakes under a cliff

of rocks on the river bank near his dwelling. Had often seen great

numbers of them basking in the sunbeams on sultiy summer days.

When the first frosts of autumn appeared he threw a quantity of

straw down from the cliff upon the rocks, where they congregated.

After the nights grew more chilly, and when he supposed that the

snakes had crept into the straw in search of warmth, he set the

pile on fire ; and says that when the flames reached and scorched

them, the scene was terrible. Wild with rage, and mad with pain

they struck each other, and rattled and fought among the flames

until they died. He says that great numbers of the reptiles were
destroyed, and that their oil ran down the rocks, and floated off

upon the water.

I can but think that Audubon, notwithstanding the many years

he spent in mountains and forest, knew but little about the habits

of the rattlesnake. As has ^een pointed out by Waterton, he pic-

tures the fangs as curving outward, instead of backward into the

mouth, and says that they chase squirrels up trees, and seize them
among the branches. It is a popular error to suppose that they

always rattle before striking ; they rarely bite when they "sing,"

but usually glide off ; and in truth they seldom strike at all, except

the animals they use for food; unless they are provoked. When
they do strike, they do so without warning ; at least in the major-

ity of cases. They are eaten by hogs, and trampled to death un-

der the feet of deer. All animals have an instinctive dread of them,

and it is impossible to force a horse near them.
J. M. MoC-ANN.
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Spay^LL Pej DEpy^i^TjviEfJj

(Reported for the Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
PHILADELPHIA,

(For the week ending April 2, 1876.)

1 Eed-tailed Hawk, (Bu/eo fcoreaZi's). Preseuted by J. C. Doyle,
Philadelphia.

4 Flying Squirrels, {Sciuropterous Votucetla). Presented by
Miss Mary H. Morris, Overlook Station, P. E. R.

1 Red-tailed Hawk, (Buteo borealis). Presented by J. B. Eshel-
man, Lancaster, Pa.

1 Do. Presented by Wm. Gibson, Coneordville,
Pennsylvania.

HUON.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 17.

WOLVES.

North of the foxes' home on the western side of the Zoological

Garden, are situated the wolf pens. At present they are occupied

by the prairie wolf, the gray wolf, the common wolf, and one

specimen of the old world animal, called the Italian wolf, a small,

but very fair representation of the family Cams lupus.

The Pkairie Wolf {Canis latrans), the Coyote of the Mexi-

cans, and the so called " barking wolf,"—on account of its snapping

bark,—is found all over the vast plains of Missouri and their

neighborhoods. It is the representative in America of the old

world jackal, and in size is intermediate between the fox and true

wolf. The Gray wolf (Cam's occidentalis) with its varieties, is found

in most of the states and territories where such animals are

allowed to live. The common wolf
(
Canis lupis) is one of these

varieties, to which may be added the giant wolf of Oregon, the

white wolf of the upper Missouri, the dusky wolf of the north

western states, the black of the southern, and the red or " rufous "

of Texas. A few gray wolves still linger in the middle and
eastern states, where there are woods dense and wild enough to

hide, and deer enough to feed them, for your wolf has a delicate

tooth, and will not invade the sheep-fold for even a lamb, until his

supply of venison fails him.

We may safely suppose that the wolf figured among the primary
animals, as he is represented on Egyptian tombs which existed

4000 years ago. In the Bible the first mention of him is made
by Isaiah, but he seems then so well known that he may have
been named by Adam in the garden, certainly by Noah when he
made that grand collection for his ark.

For several reasons a peculiar interest attaches to the wolf, not

the least of which is the close analogy, which in all its essential

features it presents to the dog, man's faithful companion. Indeed
more than one naturalist, the great John Hunter among the

number, believes that dogs in all their varieties, and wolves have
descended from a common stock.

Another point of interest arises from the stories told of the

wolf now and then having acted as a nurse to the human race,

and though we know not how much truth there may be in the

story of Romulns and Remus, yet there is some reality under-

lying the wildest fictions ever created about the matter. Some
years ago an ofiicer in British India nfade a long course of observa-

tion on the " wolf nurse," which he gave to the world in pamphlet
form, in which he proves he had actual demonstration of the fact

that children have been nursed by the wolf. He gives an instance

of a female wolf being discovered in her den with three whelps
and a little boy, the latter appearing to be about nine or ten years

old. He went on all fours, seemed on the best possible terms with
his companions, and was protected with as much care by the

mother wolf as if he had been one of her own flesh and blood. I

This boy waa captured by the officer who writes the account, and
in whose family he lived three years, leading a very inoffensive

life, except when teased—but never speaking a word until a few

moments before he died, when he said his head ached—asked for

water, drank it and died. He was never reclaimed from his wolf

state. Human beings he always shunned, though of dogs and
jackals he seemed very fond. He would never walk upright

without force, preferring always to go on all fours, especially to

his food.

Numerous other well authenticated cases occur, all in India,

however, in some parts of which country the wolf is yet looked

upon as it was formerly, in Northern Europe, as a sacred animal,

and where almost all the Hindoos have a superstitious dread of

doing it any harm. A common belief there, is that the village

within whose boundary a drop of wolf's blood has been spilled is

certainly doomed to destruction.

There is no end to the superstitious fictions which prevailed

among the ancients regarding the wolf. One was if a wolf looked

upon a man before the man saw him, the latter would lose his

voice ; while the power of human beings to turn themselves into

wolves was most firmly believed in, and even to this very hour

it is a matter of the firmest faith in some remote places of Europe,

and where some of the rude, superstitious peasantry would sooner

doubt a future state of existence, than the doctrine of "Lycanthro-

py," or the existence of " were-wolves."

Was there any filthy thing under heaven or earth, or in the

waters that cover the earth which the ancients did not in some

way use for medicine ? It would seem not. Among other delecta-

ble concoctions of the "saw-bones " of those days, we find that

the "dry pounded liver of the wolf steeped in sweet wine," is a

most excellent and certain cure for diseases of the liver. Other

portions of the animal formed a part of the pharmacopoeia of

those good old times, which, however, has no place here.

The dried snout of the wolf was for ages held as a preventive

of the witches' power, if nailed upon a door, as a horse shoe, and

new married ladies in the ancient time were wont to anoint the

door post of the new home with wolves' grease, to defeat the devil

an i all his works. A necklace of wolves' teeth placed on the neck

of a horse, would prevent him from ever getting tired, no matter

how heavy the load, or the number of times he might be urged

round the race course.

The whole race of wolves are more cunning than courageous.

An old trapper has said that he had frequently taken a wolf out

of the trap and compelled it by blows to lie down by his side

while he re-set his trap. It appears that when the wolf is trapped

he is universally subdued, silent and unresisting. A gentleman

once stated he was present when a fine young wolf about fifteen

months old was taken by surprise, and suddenly attacked with a

club. The poor beast offered no resistance, but crouching down
in the supplicating manner of a whipped dog suffered himself to be

knocked on the head.

" Havn't you a single good word for the wolf'!

"

Well, not much more than one. Like dogs they are capable of

strong attachment, but the cases are so rare, that they seem but

exceptions. Cuvier tells a good story of the attachment of one,

and Lloyd in his " Sports of the North," another, both of which

however are much too long for Fanciers. Of the affection of the

wolf for its young (or was it the mother's vanity?) I will give this

instance, which will conclude my notes on wolves. The author of

this statement is Mr. Thos. Bell, the very able English naturalist;

he says

:

" There was a wolf in the Zoological Garden (London) which

would always come to the front bars of her den as soon as I or

any other person whom she knew, approached. She had whelps,

and so eager was she that her little ones should share with her the

notice of her friends, that she killed all of them one after another,
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by rubbing them against the bars of her den as she brought them

forward to be fondled."
HooN.

CURIOUS BIKDS.

THE HORNniLLS.

These singular birds arc seldom seen alive anywhere except in

their native lands ; and even tlieie they arc extremely rare. They

are large and clumsy birds, possessing little beauty of plumage,

the ground color of all the larger species being black, sometimes

tinged with bronze, the tail and lower parts varied with white.

They are natives of Africa, tropical Asia, and the islands of the

Malayan archipelago. Forty-two species are now known. The

most remarkable feature about the bird is the bill, which attains

enormous proportions, and varies in every species, and even in

the sexes of the same species, and often in the same bird at differ

ent ages. In the most remarkable species a large recurved horn

rises up above the crown of the head, almost as large as the bill

itself. "In the great Rhinoceros Hornbill {Buceros rhinoceros)

says Mr. Alfred R. Wallis, the bill attains perhaps its greatest size

and beauty, the rich hues of orange, crimson and ivory white, with

which it is adorned in the living bird, being scarcely capable of

imitation. It is this bird which excited the wonder of the early

voyagers to Ceylon, who believed it to have two heads, a state-

ment which was long credited in Europe. The Rhinoceros Horn-

bill sometimes exceeds four feet in length."

The bill is wonderfully light for its size, though containing a

compact core of porous bone to its very extremity. The horn

adds but little to the weight of the bill, being completely hollow,

except at the base, where it has a bony core. The upper and lower

mandibles seldom meet except at the base and tip, all the middle

portion gaping from an eighth to a quarter of an inch apart. The

only use of this anomalous structure is, that it enables the birds to

carry a considerable quantity of food in the closed bill. Rev. J

Mason says, "That when the female Buca-os bicornis, is setting on

its nest, the male brings her a continual supply of fruit, but all

must be unbroken, for if a single fig or any other fruit is injured,

she will not touch it." Mr. Wallis says, ''That as soon as the

female has deposited her eggs, the male imprisons her in the tree

by closing up the entrance with clay and gummy substances, leav-

ing only a small hole, out of which she puts the tip of her bill to

receive the fruits, with which he keeps her well supplied." She

is kept shut up in this manner, some say till the young are hatched,

others till they are fledged. A most extraordinary habit is attrib-

uted to a species found in Java, the Buceros plicatus, called by the

natives "The Jealous bird." They assert that if any traces appear

of the nest having been visited during the absence of the male bird

he will on his return completely close up the opening with mnd,

and leave his wife and babes to die. The hornbill makes a horri-

ble noise when captured, which may be heard at the distance of

more than a mile. It is said to he not unlike the shriek of a loco-

motive. J. M. McCann.

HINTS ABOUT LIVE-STOCK PETS.
The natural love of most children for a live pet of some kind,

is so common, and the little ones in the family, of both sexes, are

so fond of their cage birds, their pretty squirrel or guinea-pig,

their rabbits, dogs, or chickens,— that it is surprising how few

there are, comparatively, among the tens of thousands of house-

holds in this country, who indulge their boys and girls with

this pleasant gratification, in some shape.

The wholesome amusement thus afforded to the young is valu-

able by itself. These animate beings entrusted to the care of the

children afford them highly satisfactory occupation at times, and
they watch their growth, their development, their playful habits,

and their pretty ways with great gusto, as they become constantly

more interested in the daily lives of such pets.

The prime cost of these little animals is but trifling. Their

keep amounts to mere nothing. Not one boy or girl in a hun-

dred, in all this land, can be found, who does not entertain a natu-

ral like for one or another of the tiny creatures mentioned, or

who would not enjoy sincere pleasure, continually, in caring for

their petty needs, and in looking to their comforts, if any of

them once come into their possession.

The time requisite to be occupied each day in attending to the

welfare of such pets, and the further hours certain to be devoted

to observing their winsome habits, or antics, are well spent by the

children. They are thus frequently "kept out of mischief,"

while they acquire wholesome and satisfying knowledge of a cer-

tain kind, by this means. They are amused, instructed, delighted,

and employed innocently, at the same time—if they have some-

thing novel of this kind to love and feed and care for.

Where the variety of birds and small domestic animals is so

large as it is with us, and when the advantages derivable from

their possession is in many ways so healthful to mind and body,

among our little ones, we cannot but deem it highly desirable that

children should have their pets, universally ; and we feel very

confident that parents who have never thought to offer this small

indulgence to the young members of their families, will find their

account in it—in many respects—if they try the experiment,

hinted at in these brief suggestions about pets.

CoF^F^ESpoplDEflCE,

NEW SOCIETY.

WoosTER, O., March 20, 1876.

Joseph M. Wade :

Dear Sir :—Would you please insert the enclosed notice, and

very much oblige many fanciers, and several subscribers to your

valuable paper. Yours Truly,

A, C. McGren.
At a preliminary meeting held at the office of Dr. B. J. Jones,

Wooster, 0., March Sth, 1876, for the purpose of organizing a

Poultry Association, P. J. Spreng was called to the chair and

Jos. Baumgardner was appointed Secretary, when the following

was adopted :

Resolved, That the Secretary be hereby instructed to publish a
call in our city papers, and request other papers in this section of
the State to copy, for a general meeting to be held at Wooster,
Ohio, at 1 o'clock P. M., April 9, 1876, for the purpose of form-
ing a permanent organization.

A general invitation is hereby extended to all Fanciers through-

out the State of Ohio.

P. J. Spreng, Pres.

Jos. BAnMGARDNER, Scc'y.

Albany, N. T., March, 1876.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq., Ed. Fanciers' Journal :

Dear Sir.—Herewith I hand you an article for publication, rela-

tive to the formation of anew club in this vicinity for the scientific

breeding of Poultry.

In addition to the enclosed, I give yon a brief memoranda of

some of the original features of our organization, which I trust

will entitle the enterprise to editorial comment in your next issue.

In the first place, the club have established a " Pedigree Book,"

in which they require all breeding stock to be entered. No birds

to be admitted that are deficient in essential points, the aim being

to restrict members to thoroughly first-class stock.

This stock, their eggs, and progeny, will be offered for sale by

the club, in a club advertisement, through the medium of your own
valuable Journal, and other similar publications that meet the
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eyes of fanciers ; that is to say the clvb will advertise all the Tarieties

owned and offered for sale by its individual members.

Their stock will include most of the leading varieties, and it is

their purpose to make a lasting reputation for thoroughly first-

class stock, fair dealing, and reasonable prices.

I append a list of the officers

:

President, A. W. Slingerland.

Vice-President and Librarian, J. W. Hutt.

Recording Secretari/, George W. Slingerland.

Corresponding Secretary, J. White Sprong.
Treasurer, John E. Heath.

The style of the organization is " The Avis Club of Albany."

Very truly yours,

Address the Journal to

J. White Sprong,

Corresponding Sec'y.

J. W. Hutt, Vice-President,

Slingerl.^nd, N. Y.

the avis club of albany.

Ed. Fanciers' Journal :

Dear Sir,—Enclosed find $2.50, the price ofone year's subscrip-

tion to your excellent Journal, by The Avis Club. This club is

an organization of gentlemen who are engaged in various profes-

sional avocations in the city of Albany, but reside with their fami-

lies at this place, (a growing village on the Albany & Susquehanna

B. B.) and who have been engaged in breeding pure varieties of

poultry for some time past, more for pleasure and recreation than

for profit. They have quite a number of fowls, and will soon

find it necessary to reduce the number of fowls in their yards, by

disposing of their surplus stock. For the purpose of the mutual

interchange of ideas, sentiments, and benefits in relation to poul-

try culture, and to realize the truth of the old adage that " In

union there is strength," " The Avis Club " has been organized.

The ten members with which the club begins its existence, are

gentlemen of experience, some are " one variety " men, some ave

breeding three or four varieties, but all are breeding on the prin-

ciple that quality is more to be sought after than quantity, and

the twelve varieties of pure bred fowls, now owned h)' the club,

contain, probably, as large a percentage of first class birds, as

can be found in the same number of yards in this countrj'.

Our Constitution and By-Laws, although similar in some

respects to those of like organizations elsewhere, contain some

original features, specially adapted to meet the wants of this

organization. No member of the club will be allowed to dispose

of birds for breeding purposes, unless they are pure, and no eggs

are to be sold for hatching, except those of pure bred fowls, and

our motto is, " Honesty is the best policy," and it pays. The

nucleus of a library of works on poultry culture is already in our

possession, to which we propose to add new publications as they

are issued, and not the least valued of which, you may be assured

are the files of the Fanciers' Journal.

As there is no such word as " fail " in our " nomenclature," we

shall advise you from time to time of the success of

Yours respectfully, " The Avis Club."

Slingerland, N. Y., March 28, 1876.

enquiry answered.

Mr. Wade :

Dear Sir,—I see in your paper a correspondent who calls

himself "Black Red," who wishes to know what to do for his

Game Stag. We would advise him to got some alum and burn

it, then pulverize it with equal parts of white sugar, then procure

a small quill and blow it in the eye, and after a few applications

of the above, the film will disappear. We have tried it in similar

cases, and have never known it to fail.

Yours truly, " Hamburg.
Aprils, 1876.

hemp seed.
Mr. Wade :

Dear Sir :—What effect will a bandfuU of hempseed, given

every day, have on pigeons ; that is, whether it is injurious or

beneficial. Your friend,

W. F. Whitman.

[Hemp seed is a stimulant for pigeons, given moderately, es-

pecially at the commencement of the breeding season, it is very

good, and will make them pair more readily. It wiU also tame

them, as they are so fond of it they will soon fly on the hand to

obtain it. A little flax-seed is also good, and will assist them in

easting the old feathers, and will add new lustre to the new ones.

—Ed.] ^_______
Northampton, March 24, 1876.

Jos. M.^Wade, Esq.,

Dear Sir : Why don't I receive the " Journal " regularly

'

The Last copy I have received is No. 9, March 2.

Other subscribers in this town received theirs five days ago.

I value the Journal too highly to lose any numbers or have them

delayed. Its visits are very welcome and having paid in full, not

deducting agent's commission either for myself or others. I hope

it will come regularly in future. I appreciate your extra labor

caused by change of location, but think my paper ought to arrive

within five days of other subscribers' in this town. Do not think

that I am vexed, for I am not. I know that there is some reason

for it.

Trusting it will all come out right, I am
Yours very respectfully, M. L. K.

We often receive letters like the above. In answer we can only

say that all the papers are mailed at one time and if any are delayed

or lost we cannot help it but will cheerfully replace them when

notified. When we reached Hartford we occupied a temporary

office kindly placed at our service by the officers of the Connecticut

State Poultry Society. While occupying this office our boxes

were not xmpacked, and this will explain why the delay in mailing

back numbers, books, and electrotypes, &c. We are now occupy-

ing the oflice vacated by the Poultry World. It has been enlarged

and refitted, and we are now prepared to fill all orders more

promptly than for some weeks back. Fanciers are cordially

invited to visit our new office.

—

Ed.
J

.-»..

nest boxes for pigeons.

LeRot, Mower Co,, apkil 3, 1876.

Friend Wade :

I made my nest boxes as per " Wright's Practical Poultry

Keeper," page 38, and found, upon setting my first hen, that a

"tight box" was inconvenient, so, instead of nailing the top fast

I made it a moveable cover by nailing two inch strips on three

edges of it, and on the fourth edge, nailed laths, perpendicularly,

to meet the strips in front of the box. When not in use for setting,

I m.ake a laying box of it, by reversing the cover so that the laths

come to the back of the box.

If I am the "first discoverer," you may tell the readers of the

" Journal " that I won't charge them a cent for the use of it.

Yours truly,

"Jonathan Squab."

Alleghany Citt, March 24th, 1876.

Friend Wade :

—

I have come to the conclusion that tobacco stems are the best

thing to keep varmints, or any kind of insects out of your pigeon

loft. Last season I was troubled a great deal with them, so I tried

them, and have not been troubled with them since. I give them

to the pigeons to build their nests with, after rubbing them in my
hands till they soften. Most of the pigeons will build the greater

part of their nest with them, and line them with straw, making a
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very good nest. The lice never trouble the squabs, it is very

healthy for the birds. Once a month I burn a lot in the loft,

which smokes it thoroughly, keeping the lice off the perches and

walls. You can get them of any tobacconist for the taking, and

think if your young readers adopt this plan they will not be trou-

bled with insects or lice of any kind.

Respectfully yours,

J. M. Skileb, Jr.

" Sassafras " wants to know a cure for worms in dogs. Will

some one please send information.

ExcfJAyMQES.

(B^^Advertisements under this head, of four lincB, or forty -eight words de-

pcribin^ and offering for Excliaime only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

5!^""To EXCHANGES FOR CASH" Or "GREKNBACKS,'' "WANTED A PURCHASER,'"

or ''WANTED AN OFFER," etc., etc., cannot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exchange or Want column.
I^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

A. M. CAREY, Seline Grove, Pa., desires to exchange eggs of cho
fowls, 13 varieties, {see circular,) for eggs of strictly first-rla^s Pekin Ducks
Bronze Turkeys.

_ _

J. F. FERRIS) Stamford, Conn., would like to exchange a few sit-

tings of White Leghorn Eggs from a very fine select yard of hia popular laying

strain, for Maple Sugar ' Eggs will be " pure," and wan t the sugar the same .

\ . li. BANKS, Mount Kisco, N. Y., will exchange four India Silkies,

3 hens and cock, imported; trio Spangled Leghorns, and trio Dominique
Leghorns, Ist premium birds, for a gold watch or books.

». P. VAN HORNE, Bainbridge, N. Y., will exchange a fine pair

of Buff Cochin chicks for a pair of P. Rock pullets.

F. C. SHEPHERD, Tthaca, N.Y., will exchange 1 pair S. S. Uam-
burgs, 1 pair Black Cochins,! \\''hite Leghorn pullet, for Fantails or Pouter
Pigeons. Good stock offered ; same expected.

BR. A. B. MASON, Sprinj
of eggs from premium White Legho
purity, and for Italian Queens.

S. P. RUI^IbAS, Providence, R. I., will exchange a Scotch Terrier
Slut, 3 months old, full blooded, for a pair of Ferrets, or other offers.

J. WILIiARD liORR, Gildersleeve's Landing, Conn., will ex-
change a female Ferret two years old, good hunter, tame as a kitten, for Dog
Breaking, by Hutchinson.

JOSEPH E. liORD, Gildersleeve's Landing, Conn., will exchange
Plymouth Rock eggs from No. one birds, for Dog Breaking, by Hutchinson.

GEO. REDPATH, Hyde Park, Penn., has a Bull and Terrier Dog,
13 mouths old, brindle.good watch dog, to exchange for trio of Black Spanish
or White Leghorns; also a Black and Tan Slut with 3 Slut pups, for same,
carriage paid, or the two trios for the whole, carriage paid.

in. L. & M. W, GRAVES, Northampton, Mass., offer eggs for

hatching from high-class Brown Leghorns, Light Brahmas, and American
Dominiques, in exchange for trio White Crested Fan cocks ; also Doyles,
Tegetmeier, er any other standard work on Poultry or Pigeons in good con-
dition.

HENRY C. WICKES, 71 West Clifford St., Providence R. I., will

exchange Allen's nickel-plated seven barrel revolver, for Brown Leghorn pul-
lets, Dark Brahma cock, or Light Brahma pullets ; or a full blooded English
Pointer dog pup, four months old, for a good express harness, not been in use
over six months. What offers.

R. C. KEAR, MinersviUe, Schuylkill Co., Pa., will exchange a good
full bred Maltese Tom Cat, one year old, clean about the house, good ratter,
for Fancy Pigeons, Fowls, Eggs, or offers.

F. M. IjOWE, Fitchburg, Mass., will exchange eggs for sitting, from
1st premium P. Cochins, for Black or Dominique Leghorn's eggs. Eggs from
fine stock only, wanted. Speak quick.

"WM. H. NONNERITIACHER, P.O.Box 413, AUentown, Pa.,
has seven Dark Brahmas to exchange for Houdans. Must be good stock,
same as mine are ; cock has solid black breast. Will exchange for two trios.

"FEIilX,'' P. 0. Box 2,836, Philadelphia, Pa., will exchange a pair of
Dark Brahmas, or trio of White Leghorns, for a male Maltese kitten, not
younger than one month, nor older than three months.

ROBERT liEAVER, Saxony Woolen Mills, Trenton, N. J., will
exchange ^gs for hatching, from first-class Dark Brahmas, (P. Williams and
Wade strain,) for fl^8^cla88 W. Leghorns, or P. Rock, or Colored Dorking
Eggs ; also a good trio of Dark Brahmas, 1874 hatch, for Fancy Pigeons, New-
foundland Dog, or offers.

JACOB SEIiAK, York, Penn., will exchange Yellow Carrier hen for
Yellow Carrier cock ; two pairs Black Tumblers, for White Carrier cock

;
pair

of Trumpeters, Silver and Dun, for a Yellow Trumpeter cock and a red
Trumpeter cock. Must be as good birds as mine are.

I. O. THURSTON, 786 Broadway, N. Y., will exchange 1 pair White
Barbs, (young) for White or Brown Leghorns, or offers.

C. KING} JR., Plainville, Norfolk Co., Mass., has Fans, Barbs, Mag-
pies, Tumblers, and odd birds, to exchange for guns, pistols, violin, Houdans,

R. B, PIjUMBV, Elk Dale, Chester Co , Pa., will exchange one
Skye Terrier dog, thirteen months old, or pups of the same stock, ten weeks
old, for B. B. R. Game cock, or cockerel and hens, or pullets. No inferior

stock wanted.

G, li, FOSKETT, Winsted, Ct., will exchange 1 new Incubator,
(Corbett'fl), cost S20, for Wright's "Illustrated Book of Poultry," or Canaries
with their cages. Poultry Books, American Dominiques, or offers.

S, O, CHASE, Killingly, Conn., will exchange eggs for hatching, from
a superior stock of Partridge Cochins and Plymouth Rocks, for White Crested
Calcutta, Yellow or Black Fantails, or merchandise. Stock must be first-class.

HARRT E. OA^'ERHOLTf Mt. Pleasant, Westmoreland Co., Pa.,

will exchange 1 VlTiite Leghorn cockerel and 4 pullets, for a good trio of Dark
Brahmas. Must be first-class, as mine are nothing else.

SAinUEIi H. BRAOBIJRV, Waukegan, 111., has for exchange
fine large Maltese cats and kittens; any age can be given, for Partridge
Cochins, Dark Brahmas, W. C. B. Poland, G. S. Hamburgs, Heathwood,
Duckwing, or B. B. R. Games; or eggs of above varieties. None but good
stock taken.

J, H. FASSITT, 1630 Locust St., Philadelphia, Pa., will exchange a
Yellow Mottled Trumpeter hen for either a blue, black, or white hen, same
variety. Must be a good bird.

I-. A. THOittPSO:>/, Basking Ridge, N. J., wants books of recent
publication, or Silver Gray Dorkings, in exchange for an Orange and White
Setter Dog, 10 months old, fine size, and partly broken. Write for particulars

"W. ATIjEB': BCJGBEE, Philadelphia. Pa., wants Toulouse Geese,
and Bronze and White Turkey eggs, or stock, Dominiques, Houdans, Domi-
nique and Black Leghorns, and Dorkings, in exchange for Ijcghoms, Asiatics,

P. Hocks, Eggs, Mammoth seed corn. Fancy Pigeons, &c.

OLIVER KENDALIi, Providence, R. I., will exchange cocks.
Black Moorcap, Black Jacobin, Red Jacobin, and Antwerp, for hens to match,

HI. 'W . MINERj Wyoming, 111., will exchange one pair very fine Dark
Brahmas, just imported, for Berkshire, Essex, or Poland China pigs

;

Ayreshire, or Alderney calf, or {$40 forty dollars cash

GEO. TT. DIXON, Box 188, Worcester, Ma-s., v

ported Lop-Eared Rabbits, grand earnge size ; and Yorkings, also young, from
imported stock; Himalayan, old and young, fine black points; and White
Guinea Pigs. See Wants.

G. mr. TWITCHEIiL, Fairfleld, Maine, offers 1 pair Black B. R.
Game fowl; L. B. cockerels, Felch strain; 1 pair Plymouth Rock chicks,

Drake stock; 1 W. F. B. Spanish pullet, Chamberlain stock; all good birds,

in exchange for P. Kocks, S. S. Bantam hens, or offers. Speak quick.

T. D. ADAMS, Franklin, Pa., will exchange his thorough-bred Irish
Red Setter Dog, (1 year old) Roy, worth $50, for a first-class female Croker
Spaniel

;
pedigree wanted, and same given. What offers?

Want ED.
READ IKSTRUOTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

OlilVER KENDAIili, Providence, R. I., wants two Black Priest
cocka, and Swabian cock ; No. 1 birds.

GEO. W. DIXON, BoxlSS, Worcester, Mass., wants Irish Gray Game
Bantams, Black Game Bantams. See exchange column.

(*EO. SHIRAS & BRO., Allegheny, Pa., wants the address of all

Pigeon Fanciers, (breeders and dealers) of Wheeling, Cincinoati, Louisville, -

Cairo, Memphis, Vicksburg, Natchez, Baton Kouge, New Orleans, and Galves-
ton, (Tex ) Send address on postal card ; I intend to start soqd.

J. F. FERRIS^ Stamford, Conn., wants pure Maple Sugar in ex-
change for choice Eggs of any popular variety. Would prefer to send eggs
from his well-known strain of White Leghorns ! All communications
answered.

E. KRAUSE, Zanesville, Ohio, wants one imported Switzerland Goat,
(Female). Must be a good milker, with teats extending nearly to the ground.
Also, a pair of young Deer wanted. Any party knowing any of above for sale,

will please address.

ADVEF^ISEyVlENTS

From reliable parties, on any subject interesting to Fanciers, will be inserted

at 20 cents per line of about twelve words, each insertion in the wide column.
Each number or initial will count as one word.
Transient advertisements, cash in advance ; six to twelve months^ quarterly

in advance, or on presentation of the bill.

PLYMOUTH ROCKS.—First and Special Premium, at Buffalo,

1875 ; First Premium at Utica, 1876. Eggs, $2.00 per 13.

S. S. MORLEY. Clyde, N. Y.

PURE and Fresh Eggs from Choice L. Brahmas, P. Rocks, and Brown
Leghorng. Thirteen for $2.00 ; 39 for $5.00.

5t Address C. A. ANDREW, West Boxford, Mass.

POCI-TRY AND PIGEONS.
A breeder of high-class Fowls and Pigeons, retiring from the Fancy, has

placed in my hands for immediate sale, his entire stock, including some pairs

and trios of valuable Fowls, and 200 pairs of Fancy Pigeons, besides many
odd birds. If you want Fowls, send for price lists ; if Pigeons, write for what
you want. Everything at bottom prices.

HOWARD I. IRELAND, Camden, N. J.
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THE LARGEST POULTRY ESTABLISHMENT IIT WESTERN HEW YORK.
MGHT 6RAHMAS, DARK BRABSIiS, PARTRIDGE COCHINS, WBITE LEGHORSS,

BROWN LEGHORNS, HOTOANS, GOtDEN SEBRIGHT BANTAMS,

From stock imported by me and from selected specimens of the best strains in this country.

Fowls for sale at all seasons. Eggs for hatching from same pens I use for this purpofe, $3.00 per sitting of 13, or 52 for $10.00, any or all varieties. No circulare.

When you write, please state explicitly what you want.

GEO. S. JOSSELYM", Fredonia, ChaTitaTiqTi.a Co.. N. Y.

AMERICAN STOCK JOURNAL.
THIS POPULAR MONTHLY HAS BEEN ENLARGED AND IMPROVED.

IT IS DEVOTED TO EVERYTHING OP INTEREST

TO THE STOGIK-BIE^EEnDEIE^ J^ISTJD :F J^ IE?, l^vdlE I?.

-

PRICE ONLY $1.00 FOR FIFTEEN MONTHS.
POTTS BROS., Parkesburg, Pa.

HAMBURGS.—WheatoD Bros., Zoar, Mass.,

are making a specialty of Golden and Silver Spangled
Hamburgfl,from imported stock. Eggs $2 per 13.

F. F. PRESTONj Candor, N. T., breeder of

Light Brabmas, Buflf and Partridge Cochine, Golden
Sebright Bantams. Can spare a few egga from the

above varieties, at iffS.OO per dozen.

C. G. XREXIiER, Allentowii,Pa.,canfumish
earthen ne.st pans for Pigeons at half the usual price

;

they prevent vermin and promote cleanliness. Price,

Sl.25 per dozen, or .?o.00 for five dozen, including pack-

ing. Can be shipped either by freight or express.

X. li. C. K.
Duncan Kay , Gait, Ont. Canada, importer and breeder

of Black Spanish, Black Hamburgs, Golden Penciled
Hamburgs, Silver Penciled Hamburgs, Golden and
Silver Duck Wing, and Black Breasted Red Game
Bantams. Eggs S4.00 per sitting of 13, three sittings

lor $10.00. A few birds of eacb variety for sale.

Pekin Bnek D^^s.
Fifteen eggs for $3 00. Rouen Duck eggs, $4.00 per

13, from my first premium stock that weighed 46^ lbs.

per pair at Doyleatown show.

Will have the above breeds of Ducks for sale in the

fall at a low figure, and satisfaction guaranteed.

P. Q. HOLCOMBE, Reaville, N. J.

The Cheapest and Best
way to get good birds, is to purchase Eggs. I am
shipping Eggs from my best Game birds, fresh and
carefully packed in baskets, at $5.00 per dozen for

Black Reds and Duckwings, and $6.00 per dozen for

Brown Reds. All of the above stock are equal to any
in the country, and are, many of them, imported birds

of the best strains. JOEN STONE,
Coatesville, Chester Co., Penn.

FOR SALE.
Ten good Light Brahma cockerels, 15 to 20 good

pullets.

I have given careful attention to breeding these fowls

for several years.

My birds are pure and my prices reasonable. Write
for particulars.

3t T. D. HAMMOND, Mayville, N. T.

FLYING ANTWERPS.
To arrive in March, fifteen pairs of Flying Autwerps,

from Antwerp, Belgium, at from S6 to $10 per pair.

Also, extra trained birds, from $15 to $20 per pair

Orders taken for young birds.

JOHN TAN OPSTAL,
4 Lewis Street, New York.

EOGS FOR HATCHING.
I will fell a limited number of Eggs for Hatching

from my best mating of Light Brahmas this season, at

$3.00 per dozen.
I make a specialty of these fowls, and have 8 breeding

pens of choice birds.

6t T. D. HAMMOND, Mayville, N. T.

BRONZE TURKEYS AND PEKIN DUCKS.
IB^ggs? $5.00 per Dozen.

LIGHT BRAHMAS, $3.00 per dozen. Premiums
awarded in 1876 : A.t Maine Poultry Exhibition, 1st, 2d,

and all specials on Bronze Turkeys; also premiums for

best collection of Bronze Turkeys and Pekin Ducks.
At New England (Springfield) Exhibition, 1st and 2d
on Bronze Turkeys, and 2d and 3d on Pekin Ducks. I

am breeding Light Brabmas to the Cock which took 1st

premium at Maine Exhibition of 1875, and to another
which took 1st at Maine Exhibition of 1876. Eggs, $3
per dozen. White Crested Black and Silver Spangled
Polish, White and Brown Leghorn eggs from premium
stock, $2 per dozen. Birds of all the above kinds for

sale. Send for catalogue.

C. P. MATTOCKS, Portland, Me.
P. 0. East Baldwin, Me.

SPANGLED LEGHORN EGGS FOR
HATCHING.

My fowls have won 33 premiums and 9 special

premiums this season. I shall have a few eggs to sell

from my choice fowls. I shall sell my 1st premium
Spangled Leghorn eggs, 13 for !ff5.00 ; 1st premium
American Dominique, 13 for $5. 00 ; Rose Comb White
Leghorns, 13 for $3-00 ; also American Dominique, P.

Rocks, W. P. B. Spanish, White, Brown, Dominique
Leghorns, S. S. Hamburgs, Q. S. Hamburgs, G. S.

Polish, and Light Brahmas.
4t E. H. SMITH, WolcottviUe, Conn.

ELECTROTYPES

OF ANY CUTS APPEARING

IN THIS JOURNAL

FOR SALE,

AT REASONABLE PRICES.

idresB

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, HarMbrd, Conn.

FANCIERS JOURNAL

BEST advehtising medium

IN THE COUNTEY FOR THE

PRICE.

SEND ALONG TOUR ADVERTISEMENT AND

CODNTENANCB A

WEEEL Y!

THAT CAREFULLY

GUARDS THE INTERESTS

OF THE HONEST FANCIER.

SUBSCRIBE AND ADVERTISE!!!

NOW IS the: time.
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AFTER MANY DAYS.

BT CAROLINE NORTH.

How lonely seemed her life now she hail lost

The love that gave to life its ^race aTiil worth !

How cold the elou<lo<l skies, how low and dull

What erst she deemed most beautiful on earth !

Hers was a feelile mind that could not rise

Out of herself to things of higher power;
Busy with trifles, while an aching want
Deepened and widened every listless hour.

And friends were kind, but, careless, passed her by

;

One of themselves, and happy as things go
;

Talked with her, helped her not, nor soothed

The leaden sorrow that they did not know.

None gave her work to pass the weary days,

Nor sought she any, lived in dull content,

Yet thankful if a passing sunbeam strayed,

For any joy that God in pity sent.

Then came the Lord to that deserted door
That all men passed with hurrying, heedless feet,

And she rose up, and opening ; found at last

All she had lost, within His presence sweet.

—[Good Words:

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

A SNAKE STORY.

'Tis said "a fish story never loses anything by telling," neither

does the snake story, and I have one to tell which has the merit

of never having been told before, and is also all a true story.

Time was, when I had a good old uncle who ran a saw mill

among the New Jersey pines. The pond, which supplied the wa-

ter, was old and large, and therefore well stocked with pike, and

small fry, and on it and about it I spent many days in Izaak Wal-

ton fashion, though I believe the gentle Izaak never took a gun

with him, which I did, at those times, for many a wild duck, aye

and a wild goose, now and then, flying westward from the Atlan-

tic bays, were wont to settle down on the old pond, some of which

left it not again alive. Indeed there was at times other game
around "Whitas' " as it was called. I was standing in the saw

mill one bright morning, in converse with my uncle, when sudden-

ly a fine young buck deer bounced over a fence just in front of us,

which, after fixing his beautiful eyes upon us for full a minute,

bounded away again as suddenly as he came.

" Did you not 'put up' at him ?
"

No sir, I did not—he was much too fine a specimen of animal

life for me to shoot and I would not have harmed him on any

account, but my good uncle was much vexed that, his old " Blue-

trigger" was not in the mill. He had in his day been a mighty

hunter, and " Blue-trigger" had brought down many a fine buck

and doe, to say nothing of bear, which were all plenty, but a few

years ago, in the pines of New Jersey.

"Are you never coming to your snake?"

Yes. Well, one day I was standing on the margin of the pond

in a favorite spot, and with rod and line, having a good catch of

"sunnies," as broad as your delicate hand, young lady, with gun

lying handy for a stray duck, blue heron, {Ardea herodias) or belt-

ed king-fisher

—

(Ceri/le alcyoii) the two latter being continually on

the move around the pond.—(Do you know there isacertain time

when both the above are good for food ?)

" Yes, yes,—come to the snake." ,

Well while I was engaged with the "sunnies" I more than once

beheld a very large water snake, {Nalrii torquato) appear and dis-

appear in quite a mysterious manner.

Now I had heard my uncle say that one of these snakes would

destroy more fish in a week than I would catch in a month, and

that a pair of them if left alone, would, in a few seasons fill the

pond, to the entire destruction of the fish. So I concluded, under

the law of self-pre.servation the serpent was fair game, and there-

fore determined to hag it, should it put in another appearance. It

did. It came, and he came the spoil of my gun ; and it then being

near the hour of noon, taking my prize with me I wended my way

to the saw-mill, that I might take lunch with uncle, and show

him what care I was taking of "fish culture" in the pond. Upon

my arrival, my uncle did not seem surprised at the great size of

the varmint, but merely said "Now Huon, I think I will demon,

strate to you a fact in natural history, which has often been dis-

puted, but which I know to be true." So saying, he laid the rep-

tile on a log, and with an ax "made twain of one flesh," by cutting

it in two at that point where the neck widens to near the size of

the body. I now had the "fact." It was in the escape of young

snakes from the body of the old one. Forth they came to the

number of twenty-five, which with the old one, my uncle remark-

ed "made twenty-six sn.tkes at one shot!" They were all of a size

from 6 to 7 inches in length, and about as thick as the pen-holder

with which I am to-day enabled to write their history.

Some naturalists have for long, stoutly denied that in a moment

of danger, the parent snake opens its mouth and takes in its young

brood entirely. Others as stoutly declare it to be true, among

which, are "Selborne" White, who was present when a viper was

killed, "which contained fifteen live young ones." And the Rev.

J. G. Wood who has no doubts on the matter whatever, and re-

marks that it is a fact too well known to be disputed." The great

trouble of the deniers, seems to be with the gastric juice in the ser-

pent's stomach, but F. T. Buckland has discovered by dissection,

two facts. First, that the young may be concealed within the ex-

pansile body of the parent without entering the true stomach at all,

and second, should they happen to do so, the gastric juice would

do them no harm. It is somewhat str.ange, to say the least of it,

that Prof. Thomas Bell, president of the Linnsean Society, Lon-

don, Fellow of all Zoological Societies of Europe, in his great

work on reptiles, does not make the least mention of the matter.

I shall not pretend lo say who are right, or who are wrong. I

only know what I saw, and that was quite enough to convince me
that that snake had taken in its young, however much or little

others have been taken in by—snake stories. Huon.
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PoiIlji^Y DEf/^F^TF' ^NT-

breeding IN-AND-IN
Is a subject to which we have given some attention in our col-

umns, and the opinions of experienced breeders of poultry and

live stock have been occasionally given through our correspond

ents' favors, from time to time. Yet a great deal may be said,

pro and eon, upon this important and always interesting topic.

In animal breeding, numerous decisive experiments are authen-

ticated, the results of which go to confirm the generally accepted

or popular opinion, that in and-in or close breeding of f;imily rela

tions, successively, is retrogressive in effect. In poultry, but few

comparatively among modern fanciers have given this subject very

close attention—of a thorouglily experimental character. But
with these few, certain results have been attained that are worthy

of note.

We have in mind, for example, a strain of poultry stock that

has been bred in-and-in say for a score of years past in this coun-

try, necessarily ; because no fresh blood of a similar character

and color has within that twenty or mire years been imported, or

otherwise made its appearance among us, with which to change

or reinforce this blood.

This stock has been thus consecutively bred into and from the

original family, from 1850 down to 1875-76. But, strange to

record, it has not deteriorated ! There was but a single family of

these birds, originally, that were ever known in America or

England ; and these (and their progeny) have fuTnished the poul-

try world with all the " Ltght Brahma " fowls that have ever been

bred in this country or in England. We are not now speaking of

the actual origin of this stock—but of the known fact that, wherever it

came from in the first place, thei'e has been but the one lot of

genuine Brahmas ; from which all the subsequent fowls of this

notable variety have been produced.

Thus we have been breeding thousands and tens of thousands

of this class, annually, for near a quarter of a century. And by

selection, and judicious mating—taking the best, and the most

promising individuals from sea-on to season, without regard to re-

lationship, near or remote, we have gone on, actually improving

the variety ; until in 1875 and '76, we have liundreds of yards in

this country, and there are other hundreds of yards in England,

which are stocked with broods of this rem irkable parti-colored

fowl, aW of which are to-day in size, quality, color, form, beauty,

and fine points quite equal to the " first family " from which they

sprung.

We deem this fact a very weighty argument in favor of the the-

ory that breeding in-and-in from sound, strong-established, vigor-

ous " blood," and making the proper selections from year to year,

is not a deteriorating process. And one such clearly dem-

onstrated yuc( is worth a million theories or arguments to the con-

trary.

Until it can be shown that, in the case we have cited, there has

been more than one original family, from which all this vast quan-

tity of prime poultry has descended, the fact remains ; and wheth-

1

er this family was the Chamberlin stock, the Burnham stock, or

some other, it matters nothing as to the point assumed touching

the results realized. From a singlefamihj (or pair)of these famous
fowls, come all that we have produced and bred, since their appear-

ance in American poultry circles.

Thus then, we have the immensely diversified, and oft repeated

experiment of breeding the father and mother upon the daughters

and sonsof this breed, the sisters and brothers together, the cousins

of both sexes, the second and third cousins, the uncles and aunt,s,

the grandfathers and grandchildren, etc., down to the hundredth

generation of progeny, and back again—intermingling all these
" relatives," near or distant, over and over again, for years and

years, (without the accession of any fresh blood, from any source,

save the original,) and still they are the same thing, in the

average, that they were five and twenty years ago. They breed

from the progeny of this year as true to the parentage as the first

product came from the earliest birds of this variety that we, any

of us, have any knowledge of.

In hoises, we may point to the well-known " Morgan " race,

which, originating vrith the famous Dustin or Sherman Morgan,

has come down to our time, after forty years of in-and-in breeding,

the same animal, essentially, in size and characteristics that marked

the peculiarly fine original. While the " Duchess " race of Short-

horn cattle, known the [world over, as a superior, and peculiar

strain, after many years of breeding from mother through daufih-

ter, grand daughter, great-grand daughter, and so on, to the more

than hundredth direct descendant, shows the same rare old

" Duchess," every time.

But we shall resume the subject, hereafter. This point is very

clear to our mind, to-day, namely:—in the instance of the Brahma

fowl, the "in-and-in" principle of breeding is a prime success.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

"PERHAPS"
Well, Mr. Young Breeder, you have crawled out of your hole

and shot your pop gun, and who did it hit ? Cockrobin, a " snipe,"

or a rooster gracefully " scaling the fence? " After reading your

article, I fail to see that you raise many objections against breeding

Game fowls, for general purposes
; you go all over a " ten acre

lot " to express your disgust, but if you don't aim better you can-

not expect to kill snipe : and right here Mr. Young Breeder, I

will ask :—how you " can retire to your " little bed " and thank

God for the pleasures of the day," after a day's " sport" shooting

at snipe ? I don't think you would bring many home, your luck

being like the fisherman's—" wet and hungry ," but

in the eyes of Him the intent equals the act.

You compare the Games of to-day to the "Home Guards"

during the war, "supplanted by a uniform." Weren't there any
" Home Guards " before the war t And those were the " Home
Guards " who met in the coi.flict, and the many scaircd veterans

of to day, both North and South, bear evidence of their gameness,

many being left on the Battle Fields. And where was it but West

Point that the leading generals of both sides in " uniforms "

learned the tactics of warfare 1 Now I wish to ask if rhe

" uniforms " did, or does the fighting? No sir! Some of the

most handsome plumaged Games the writer has seen, have nobly

won their battles with the steel.

I most heartily agree with you :
" because if a small dirty faced

boy should make his appearance at my yard, with a " pit " Game
under his arm, spoiling for a fight," &c., &c., &c., Ishou'dn't

fight him (the Game) for the simple reason that none but a "buUy"

would take advantage of a small boy, but if a man, partial to

cocking, should "make his appearance" "spoiling for a fight,"

&c., why, as the boy said, "you can't most always sometimes

tell," perhaps I should get my " dander up."
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Now let us take a little different view, and enter the large ex-

hibition room to hear the " unearthly " noise of the happy chorus,

all vicing with each other to out do the other ; hear that crow

forty octaves below the gander " hang on ;" will it ever cease 1

Walk around and hear the various comments ! Here at the

right we encounter the Asiatics ; see the Brahmas, nearly all

squatting like a Turk
;
get a club and boost him up and stick a pin

into him, to make him "show off" to advantage, tell your friends

how much he weighs, (exaggerate it a lillle, its fashionable) but

please forget to shake hands with visiting acquaintances if it was

necessary to raise your bird (?) with the hand, because so large

fowls have an immense space to breed vermin, and they are too

eager to "kick" them off by rolling in the sand. After we have

admired the various classes, let us " fetch up " with the Games
;

how smaW they look, lift them, "gracious! I didn't know they

were so heavy, come here Jennie and lift this fowl." " Win/ !

"

she exclaimed, "what is it made of?" not the "delicious tit-bits

flavored with the extracts of the barnyard ; " but there is a pro-

vision for the fowls of the air and birds of the fields, by Him who

created them. Can you improve upon it Mr. Young Breeder ?

Note their graceful carriage, bold defiant eye, ever alert to defend

their charge.

Now let us make a brief comparison of Brahmas with Games,

for general useful purposes.

A good size Brahma cock will weigh at maturity 15 pounds, a

Game 8 pounds; (we know of Games between 9 pounds and 10

pounds,) now I claim there is as much vieat on an 8 pound Game

as a 15 pound Brahma, if you doubt it, kill and pick out the bones

and see for yourself.

It costs more to bring your Brahma to 15 pounds than it does

(large size of course,) a Game to 8 pounds, and when you have

killed, the flesh of the Game isfar more palatable than tlie Brahma.

On the table the Brahma looks larger, but the anticipated meat,

like the flea, when you put your finger on him he isn't there. For

early ;«ar/tc< purposes, "perhaps" you could sell more Brahma

bones, and that might be one point in favor of Brahmas. As to

eggs, I claim that you will get inore eggs in a year from Games,

and they are bi/fur the richest, and for sitters they are extraordi-

nary, and make the best of mothers, ever ready to defend their

young, against any intruder, he it dog, eat, or hawk, and the

quarrelsome disposition of the maturing chicks is easilij overcome

by Game Fanciers—while your Brahma, unless extremely careful

will break nearly all the eggs at the first "squat," or should she

manage to hatch a fair percentage, I greatly fear the chicks would

hekilled by that clumsy, awkward foot : and so far as the "uniform"

is concerned, the Games have the undisputed advantage.

Having made a brief economic comparison of Games with

Brahmas, I leave it with your readers to judge from their experience,

how far I have deviated from the facts, m the above assertion.

Now Mr. Young Breeder permit me to say, that for all practicable

purposes I don't believe that either the Games or the Brahmas "fill

the bill." " Perhaps " I shall tell you more about it sometime.

I will now doffmy hat, bid you " Au Revoir," and request that

you bear in mind, that Burleigh is a "capable, energetic writer,"

and there is a host of friends, patiently awaiting the reappearance

of Youthful Follies.

Unicokn.

Now the lately denominated "Plymouth Rocks" have none of

this blood in them, that we know of. They are formed by a cross

of the Black Java with the Dominique (or some Gray hens so

designated, being in the first instance in the possession of Mr.

Spaulding and Mr. Clark) and whatever any of the disputants

may argue, it is very clear that the present Standard-recognized

Plymouth Rocks have the plainly marked feathering of the Dgm-

iniques.

This peculiarly barred feather cannot be mistaken. And
whether the Upham, the RamsdcU, the Norfolk Co., or the Essex

Co. strains takes precedence in point of time as to its production,

it may safely be set down that the Dominique blood is a prevail-

ing element in the admirable crossing that has given as the

"Plymouth Rocks" of the present diiy.

THE MODERN PLYMOUTH ROCKS
Have no relation, save simply in name, to the old-fashioned (Bur-

nett's) stock, so called, originally. We once more give Dr. Bur-

nett's description of his fowls, which appeared over his signature

in 1850, who says: "I have given this name to a very extra

breed of fowls I produced by crossing a cockerel of Cochin China

with a hen which was a cross between a fawn colored Dorking,

the great Malay, and a wild India fowl."

(For FancierB' Joumal.1

GOSSIP WITH AN OLD FARMER.
We chanced upon a sterling old-fashioned farmer, not long

ago, who interested us in a pleasant chat of an hour or two upon

the subject of poultry keeping, as he viewed it.

Many of this worthy man's ideas were good, and though not

altogether novel, will be appreciated by the large class of his

brother farmers, who, we are happy to say, are subscribers and

readers of theFANCiKits' Journal.
" I've bred chickens to a considerable extent for over forty

year," he said, pointing away across his garden-patch to a large

flock of very good looking barn-yard fowls
; " and yender's the

kind I've kept on the place, year in an' year out, for a'most half

a century."

" What breeds do you fancy, as best for your purposes ? " we

enquired, walking over towards his collection, in the open field.

" Ah, yes," he returned. " I know this is your hobby. I

read the poultry papers. Been a subscriber to the FANCiErs'

Journal two years. I like your paper. It contains a deal of

good sound instruction and information on fowl matters, always.

But I'm ou'y a plain farmer, not a " fancier," as you term it."

"You have got a nice lot of birds here, nevertheless," we sug-

gested, upon reaching a point where they could be seen.

" Bred on the place, sir," he continued. " It comes out o'

good old-fashioned stock, raised in Massachusetts long afore /

begun with it."

" The Dominiques prevail here," we said, looking the flock

over.

" Well, that is what some call 'em, I know. But we never

minded much about names for our fowls. We think them very

good for every-day uses, and we only know they are of the race

long ago designated as

—

" The old gray hens with yellow legs.

That lay its owner many eggs."

"You've heerd o' that breed, of course? It's a good 'un.

Eggs are what we farmers go for. An' the chickens are very

good eatin,' as well. We raise a great many, eat all we want,

and dispose of a hundred or two in the fall, to a fair proflt in

market, without looking for "fancy" prices, o' course."

" They are in very thrifty condition, and are quite uniform in

color for the most part," we suggested. " You take good care of

them, evidently."

" Yes, we do. What's the use o' keepin' live creeturs about a

farm, except with an eye to profit, more or less ?
"

"You are correct, sif."

" And you can't keep 'em so, 'nless you do take good keer of

'em."

" That is so," we agreed.

" Now we don't bother .about the fancy or new-fangled breeds

much. We are satisfied with our own. I go to the chicken
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shows, sometimes. They are very interesting exhibitions. An'

I see and hear a great deal there about this an' that foreign breed.

But I come home, look our flocks over, an' say to myself— ' let

well enough alone, old boy. You're on'y a farmer.' The

Cochins, an' Shangees, an Bramies, an' Spanglers, an' Derbies,

an' so on are all well enough for them that likes novelties. We
are content with ours, for the purposes we breed 'em."

^Vhat are these ? " was our next inquiry, noticing a dozen or

two smallish, dark brown, duck-legged fowl amongst the rest.

"Ah, them's the birds for eggs, sir. We call 'em Creepers.

That's all the name we've ever had for 'em, to distinguish them

from the longer-legged gra>/ chickens."

" And they are prolific, you say ?
"

" Excellent layers, an' the best mothers, for hatchin, on the

place, sir."

" And you have never tried the introduction of Asiatic or

other foreign blood among them 1
"

" No ! What do we want o' that, here ?
"

" It increases the size and weight, for age "

" Yes, very likely. We havn't tried it. That may be desira-

ble. But we've got in the Creepers the best o' sitters and mothers.

In the Grays, we've got layers that can't be beat easy, take 'em

the year through—and they don't plague us with broodiness."

" But the fresh blood will tend to increase the size of your

fowls, and this gives you more marketable meat, in a given time,

at about the same cost."

" It m;iy be," said our agricultural friend. " I don't dispute

that. But I'm old-fashioned in my notions, I s'p'ose. I know

what I've got, now. An' though I notice the experiments, as

you print 'em, an' often hear how well some poultryraen do with

the new-fangled breeds, I don't care to run no risks. Mine are

good enough, an' they breed regular enough, for my use. We
set from fifteen to twenty o' the " Creepers " every year. We
get out a hunderd an' fifty chickens, may be. Some years more.

From an average of fifty layin' hens we obtain six hunderd dozen

eggs—which we send to market, at about a quarter of a dollar a

dozen. Then we eat a good many eggs, and have plenty of

poultry on our table, besides the increase of stock killed off an-

nually in the fall."

" And this pays you well? "

" Satisfactory. But, though it isn't a large operation, it helps,

you see. An' it's more profitable than pork or sheep in propor-

tion to cost, care and feed. How do you like my birds, sir ?
"

he concluded, pleasantly.

" They show good care, they are in excellent thrift, and there

is strong evidence of Dominique blood amongst them," we sug.

gested. " This is one of our best American varieties, and is a

very popular race. The new " Plymouth Rocks " are made up

in part from this blood and they are becoming very notable among
fanciers of good stock."

"Yes, I've seen 'em. The Plymouth Rocks are a'most exact-

ly like our Grays, or Dominicks, as you call 'em. On'y they

have dark legs, often. An' in market the yellow leg is what is

preferred. The Plymouth Rocks are good, I reck'n.

But still the old gentleman favored his own.

They were cross bred but a splendid lot of common fowl.

And he takes pride in caring for them as poultry should be at-

tended to.

After an examination of his stock and premises, and his mode
of raising fowls for eggs and marketing purposes, we left him,

satisfied that he understood his business, and that his " Grays

"

and " Creepers " though emphatically old-styled, were very good

birds for this farmers' uses.

When is a schoolboy like a postage stamp? When he gets
licked and put in a comer to stick to his letters.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NEW ENGLAND
POULTRY CONGRESS.

The annual meeting of the New England Poultry Congress was
held at the Lincoln House, Worcester, April 12th, the president,

A. D. Warren of that city, in the chair. The principal business

transacted was the election of officers and the recommendation of

judges for the ensuing year. The ofiicers elected were : President,

A. D. Warren of Worcester; Vice Presidents, Philander Williams

of Taunton, V. C. Gilman of Nashua, N. H., I. K. Felch of

Natick, H. T. Sperry of Hartford, Conn., and P. W. Hudson of

North Manchester, Conn.; Secretary, Laurin Martin of Lowell;

Treasurer, E. S. Brewer of Hartford, Conn.; Auditor, A. F.

Stevens of Natick.

The judges recommended were as follows :

For Light and Dark Brahmas—P. Williams of Taunton, I. K.
and H. F. FeUh of Natick, C. C. Plaisted of Hartford, Conn., H.
S. Ball of Shrewsbury, John P. Bussell of Clinton, E. C. Comee
of Quincy, C. A. Johnson of Newburyport, W. M. Ward of Pea-
body.
Dark Brahmas—H. A. Mansfield of Waltham.
Cochins—Mark Pitman of North Beverly, Albert Noycs of

Bangor, Me., P. Williams of Taunton, W.H. Brackcit of Boston,
G. W. Bradley of Hamden, Conn., John Swincrton of Danvers,
C. H. Crosby, of Danbury, Conn.
Spangled Polish—J. Henry Simonds of Boston.
White Crested White Polish—R. T. Sperry of Hartford, Conn.
Polish Class—U. S. Ball of Shrewsbury.
French Class—John P. Bussell of Clinton, C. A. Johnson of

Newburyport, P. Williams of Taunton, E. C. Aldrichof Hyde
Park, H. S. Ball of Shrewsbury.
Game and Game Bantams—S. J. Bestor of Hartford, Conn ; P.

W. Hudson of North Manchester, Conn.; Geo. S Merrittof Hart-
ford, Conn.; A. D.Warren of Worcester; E. A. Moseley of New-
buryport ; H. S. Ball of Shrewsbury ; E. R. Spaulding of Jaf-

frey, N. H.
Hambnrgs—P. W. Hudson of North Manchester, Conn.; H. S.

Ball of Shrewsbury ; Andrew J. Tuck of Nashua, N. H.; N. C.
Berlin of Berlin, Conn.; James Shepard of Bristol, Conn.; E. A.
Peckham of Danielsonville, Conn.
Bantams other than Game—P. W. Hudson of North Manchester,

Conn.; H. S. Ball of Shrewsbury ; Wm. Jennings of Weston; A.
F. Stevens of Natick, P Williams of Taunton.

lFu(er /'W'/s—Anthony Sheffield of Florence ; Winslow S. Lin-
coln of Worcester; C. A. Johnson of Newburyport; H. S. Ball
of Shrewsbury ; M. I. Ellis of Norwood, Mass.; Dr. J. N. Bates
of Worcester.

Pigeons—Henry Ramsdell of Natick, H. S. Ball of Shrewsbnrv
;

A. Sheffield of Florence, A. Rubenstein of Portland, Me.; D. JF.

Ellis of Nonh Cambridi;e.

Spanish Class—I. K. Felch and A. F. Stevens of Natick, W.
F. Bacon of Lexington, Laurin Martin, of Lowell, Gardner
Blanchard of Wilton, N. H. ; M. L. Kidder of Northampton. J.

Boardman Smith, C. R. Hart and C. A. Pitkin of Hartford,

Conn. ; Albert Beard of Nashua, N. H.
American Class—V. C. Gilman of Manchester, N. H. ; A. H.

Drake of Stoughton, E. H. Heywood of Easton, E. S. Brewer
and W. H. Lockwood of Hartford, Conn. ; M. I. Ellis of Nor-
wood, John Swinerton of Danvers, Mark Pitman of North
Beverly.

Dorkings—A. F. Stevens of Natick, E. S. Brewer of Hartford,

Conn. ; W. S. Lincoln of Worcester, W. H. Brackett of Boston,

W. G. Garmon of Manchester, N. H. ; W. F. Daniels of Frank-
lin, N. H.

Turkeys—W. S. Lincoln of Worcester, A. F. Stevens of Na-
tick, A. Shcfiield of Florence, William Clift of Mystic Bridge,

Conn., C. A. Johnson of Newburyport.
Ornamental—P. W. Hudson of North Manchester, Conn., C. A.

Johnson of Newbnryport.
Fur-bearing and Minor pets—Arthur Colbum of Boston, Geo.

W. Dixon of Worcester, W. H. Brackett of Boston, A. F.

Stevens of Natick.

The secretary requested any person selected as a judge, who

does not wish to serve, to notify him immediately, so that

his name may be dropped when the list is revised.

It was voted that hereafter no person will be recommended as

a judge unless written application stating his qualifications shall

be made for such recommendation, endorsed by a poultry club
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represented in the congress, or by two members of the same.

Also that the various poultry societies of Now England be, and

hereby are, requested to promptly notify the secretary of the New

England poultry congress of any reasons which in their opinion,

after actual experience with any judge recommended by the New

England congress, disqualifies him to act in such capacity.

The meeting adjourned to meet at the Evans House in Boston

at the time of the exhibition of the Massachusetts Poultry Asso-

ciation in 1877, and the secretary was directed to notify the seve-

ral associations represented in the congress to send delegates to

tlie meeting ; also to have the constitution and by-laws printed

and sent to the several associations.

The N. E. C. will hold "open house," at the Evans House,

during the Mass. exhibition. Committees will be in attendance

to receive officers, fanciers, and breeders from the Central, West-

ern, and Southern States. A cordial invitation is extended to

visitors to call at the head-quarters of the N. E. C, at the Evans

House.

CoF^F^ESfOfjDEplCE.

MASSACHUSETTS PODLTRT ASSOCIATION.

The Nominating Committee would respectfully present the fol-

lowing List of Officers of the Massachusetts Poultry Association

for the year 1876-77 :

President. Philander Williams, Taunton.
Vice-Presidents. William J. Underwood, Belmont ; Elbridge

C. Comcy, Quincy ; Henry F. Felch, Natick; Charles L. Cope-
land, Milton ; John P. Buzzell, Clinton ; Thos. L. Slurtevant,

So. Framingbam ; Gen. Chas. A. Johnson, Newburyport ; Wil-

liam B. Atkinson, Newburyport; Mark Pitman, No. Beverly;
Col. Geo. A. Mfacham, No. Cambridge.

Corresjmnding Secretary. Edward H. Hartshorn, Boston.
Recording Secretary. Chauncy W. Chamberlain, Arlington.
Auditor. Horace K. Osborn, Camhridgeport.
Treasurer. Nath'l Foster, Jr., Belmont.
Executive Committee. Henry S. Ball, Shrewsbury; Samuel H.

Warren, Weston ; Edwin C. Aldrich, Hyde Park ; Nath'l B.
Perkins, Jr., Salem ; J. Henry Symonds, Woburn ; D. Frank
Ellis, Cambridge ; Charles H. Edmonds, Melrose ; Rev. Henry
A. Shorey, Spencer ; Charles E. Perry, WoUaston Heights

;

George V. Fletcher, Belmont.
C. W. Chamberlain,

Recording Secretary.

Boston, April 10, 1876.

THE CHICAGO SHOW—AN EX. TICB-PKESIDENT SPEAKS.

Worcester, April 11, 1876

To the Ed. of the Fancier's Jodrnai, :

My dear sir.—I desire through your columns to express my
views regarding the settlement of premiums, by the National

Poultry Association at their late exhibition in Chicago. When
the matter of a great national exhibition was first broached, it was
I think, at the exhibition of the Western New York Association

at Buffalo, in January, 1875, and during the sessions of the

American Poultry Association. This idea from our western

friends met with a very hearty support, and I also saw, for the

purpose of aiding it, the Buffalo gentlemen gave up for 1876, the

holding of any exhibition. Contributions from the north and
from the east were asked for, and liberally tendered, and, as I am
informed, were all paid with but two or three exceptions. Sick-
ness and the press of business kept me from being present during
the exhibition, and what I learned either in or out of favor regard
ing the success, was from those whom I knew had been firm
friends to this enterprise, and had contributed largely both by
entries, personal attendance, and money. I had been placed by
the association one of its vice-presidents, and I was not con
suited by any one regarding their choice, or in fact any thing even
pertaining to it in any way. I took the honor as a compliment,

and probably never would have objected to my name being used,

but for the sad management regarding the paying of premiums.

I noticed the numerous complaints in the Poultry Journals, and
received quite a number of communications from friends express-

ing an opinion that I could not with any self-respect allow my
name to be used as an officer. I wrote to the president, Mr. Teal,

for an explanation, and in reply received a printed private opin-

ion of the secretary, Mr. Willard, which was sufficient for me to

determine upon my course of action, and I at once tendered my
resignation. The opinion of Mr. Willard will probably ho

published. When an organization for the first time attempts its

inaugural, mistakes are liable, yes, expected ; such we could easily

overlook, but for this niitional association both by name, and with

the aid of the strongest men in America, it was nearly so by
nature, to attempt the keeping back of a single cent even for a
month, never should have been here countenanced, better would it

have been for the officers, then and there to have made good the

loss, paid the premiums in full and hoed, without any feeling of

adding insult to injury. I sincerely hope that Boston and Buffalo,

in the winter of '77 will show our western friends how to manage
throughout a Poultry Exhibition.

Yours very truly,

A. D. Wabren.

"zoo notes"—SNAKES.

Editor of Jodrnal:

Dear Sir,—In "Zoo Notes," No. 15, Huon states that "there

is no snake of whatever family that stings." I think he is mis-

taken. We have two kinds of adders here, one is very light-

colored, and is harmless, I think; the other is very dark-colored,

and is more lively than the light variety, when irritated they de-

fend themselves with their tails, and their sting is quite poisonous.

Many times in the hay-field I have held them down with a stick to

see them snap their tails, which they will do very spitefully. The
sting is black, it is larger and much longer than a black wasp's.

This variety grows to three or three and a half feet in length;

they are found in wet swampy ground.

Yours truly, W.
Massachusetts.

large yield op eggs.
Mr. Wade :

Dear Sir,—I have 18 laying hens of the Golden Hamburg stock,

from which, for the month of March, I gathered three hundred

and fifty five eggs, (.355) and I think that is hard to beat, from the

same amount of other stock. Eight to the pound, average

weight. James Taylor, Jr.

Oakdale, Del. Co., Pa., April 3, 1876.

correction.

Dear Sir :—On page 156 of " Fanciers ' Journal," current

vol., in the description of Scotch Collies, several mistakes occur.

The paragraph on size should read, "Scotch Collies differ in size

from 17 to 26 inches in height," instead of " 17 to 56 inches."

Again, " One of good average size and proportion, will measure

22J inches in height at the shoulders," instead of " length at the

shoulders." For " postimo rather long," read "pastimo rather

long."

Springfield, III., April 10th, 1876. P. M. S.

HOUDANS AHEAD TET.

Frankfort, April 1st, 1876.
Mr. Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir,—I see my article on the Houdan has had its de-

sired effect in bringing out another breeder on "which is the best

breed for profit." I only wish it would bring out a dozen or more
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on the same snliject, an articlR or two each week would prove

profitiible both to the Journal, and its readers. Now I contend

the Houdan is the best, yet F. F. J. places the White Leghorn at

the head of the list, but be will have to bring better arguments

forward to keep them there. In the first place he only gives us a

trial of them during the best six months in the year, when almost

any chicken will lay if there is any lay in it. He says he received

106 eggs from each hen in 184 days (or six months, which is the

same) with 78 days to receive none from each hen ; he does not

tell us what they did the other six months, may be he had flannel

hoods made for each of them, to get them to lay from the first of

March until the first of September; thanks to nature the Hou-

dans do not require any hoods to keep their combs or wattles

from freezing and making them an eye-sore forever after. Now
the Houdans will lay, I think, more than 106 eggs in 184 days,

after laying all the winter, and then in the fall will make a good

roast. As I said in my first article, they will average 12 pounds

to the pair, while I suppose it will take two pairs of the White

Leghorns to weigh the same. Who comes next ?

Houdan.

ELECTION OF OFFI0EK3.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq. :

Dear Sir,—At the annual meeting of the Rhode Island Poul.

try and Columbarian Society, April 12th, 1876, the following

oHicers were elected for the ensuing year.

President. Henry J. Reynolds, Providence, R. I.

Vice-Presidents. Caleb Westcott, Apponaug, R. I. ; James H.
Hanimett, Newport, R. I.; Otis Monroe, Bristol, R. I.; W. E.

O. Roberts, South Scituate, R. I. ; Daniel H. Brown, Peace
Dale, R. I.

Recording Secretary. James Dennis, Jr., Providence, R. I.

Assistant Recordiny Secretary. Horton H. Adams, Pawtucket,
R.I.

Corresponding Secretary. C. G. Sanford, Providence, R. I.

Auditor. Joel M. Spencer, Washington, R. I.

Treasurer. Henry T. Post, Providence, R. I.

Executive Comvniilee. Samuel P. Bullas, Providence, R. I. ; B.
F. Gilmore, Providence, R. I. ; Henry A. Rhodes, East Green-
wich, R. I.; E. M. Bidwell, Natick, R. I.; E. B. Pendleton,
Westerly, R. I. ; Nathan F. Dixson, Jr., Westerly, R. I. ; John H.
Chase, Newport, R. I. ; A. H. Carson, Newport, R. I.

It was voted to hold our next Annual Exhibition from Jan. 30th,

1876 to Feb. 3d, 1877. Yours truly,

C. 6. Sanford,

Corresponding Secretary.

Providence, R. I., 1876.

TABES.

Baltimore, Apr. 12, 1876.

Gents :—In reply to an inquiry made by R. S., through vour
Journal, as to what is meant by English Tares, I will state what
/ know about Tares. They are known also as Vetches, the seeds

are of a dun or brownish color, and pleasant flavor. The plant

is principally cultivated for its seeds, the flour of which is mixed
with that of wheat or rye, and made into bread. It is also fed to

stock ; and, in some localities, the plants are given as green food

to horses and cattle. Pigeons are very fond of the seed, and I

think it is very good for thera. Yours truly,

H. F. Whitman,

Friend Wade :

—

I have been looking for a letter in answer to my last "personal

Send it along. I am always glad to hear from you, as you gener-

ally say something cheerful, and that's more than I can say of

many of my correspondents. Hope you are doing well, and that

Fancier is growing fat. I send you some stuff, though you must
have much of Buon on hand. Did you see "Snapper" in " For-

est and Stream ?" Well I send you the companion picture in a

snalce, herewith. Both "ower true" tales I assure yon. If "Snap-

per" will bear telling over again, let Fancier tell it, if you mind,

and have room. Yours,
HuoN.

"Wat Down in Maine," Mar. 22d.

Mr. Wade:
Honored and Respected Sir:—Please don't take anything for

flattery that I write now, for I am glad you are in N. E. We
are going to use you well if you can put up with our snow and

Yankee idiosyncracies, which we can not spare at any rate, but

" Ad ogni uccello sno nido e hello," and with all the deference due

to whom respect is due, and in the name of all the fanciers in

Maine, I will say " Greeting."

And now, you promised a change, have we it all? I don't see

much of a chance for improvement as to the typographic ar-

rangement, and you advertise for us at about one cent per word,

now what next ? T. J. M. D.

Dear Editor :

—

The description which I sent yon of the Collie dog came out in

this week's Journal. It is not as I sent it, not by any means.

The punctuation is fearful. If yon will take the trouble to re-in-

sert it in your paper, you would do me a favor as well as"lNQUiRER."

He stands about 21 inches high at the shoulder; is very grace-

fully shaped ; muzzle pointed ; ears half erect ; coat long, but fine

and silky; tail and hams fringed with hair; color usually black

and tan, or sandy yellow. Yours, &c.,

Lancaster, Pa., April 5, 1876. Collie.

Freind Wade :

A friend of mine, who talces a California paper, {Marysville

Weekly Appeal) drew my attention to the enclosed, which, strik-

ing me as being the largest egg story I ever heard of, I thought I

would "clip" (the enclosed, not the egg,) and send to the Jour-

nal. Yours truly, Tempany & Reinwald.

Le Rot, Mower Co., Minn., March 30, 1876.

" A hen owned by Seaver of San Jose, of the Brown Leghorn

variety, has achieved immortality of fame by having an egg

measuring 10| inches in circumference and weighing 11 ounces."

Norfolk, Va., April 11, 1876.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq.

Dear Sir:—Can this be beaten? On 10th March set 16

Game eggs. Hatched out on 31st March, 17 chicks—all fine and

doing well at this writing. Truly Yours,

Jno. W. Stetens.

I JEIVI S.

Mr. J. A. PoppE, of Sonoma, California, calls attention of

the farmers of the United States to the subject of carp raising,

in which he refers to his own experiences, in the introduction of

this fish into the country. In August, 1872, he arrived at Sono-

ma from Germany with five small carp, six inches long, all in •

very poor condition, one dying as it was placed in the water. In

the following May he states that the fish had grown to be sixteen

inches long, and had produced over three thousand young fish.

He now has a very large stock, and all that he can send to market

sells readily at $1 per pound as an article of food, and has no
difficulty in disposing of all the living fish he is willing to spare

at $5 each. He remarks that when well fed the fish will grow
one inch per week for the first two or three months, after which

the growth in length is slower, but that they increase in weight

very rapidly.
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WE CAN MAZE HOME HAPPY.

Though we may not ch;mee the cottage

For a mansion tall antl grand,

Or exchange a little grass-plot

For a houndless stretch of land

—

Yet there's something brighter, dearer,

Than the wealth we'd thus command.

Though we have no means to purchase

Costly pictures, rich and rare
;

Though we have no silken hangings

For ihe walls .so cold and bare :

We can hang o'er them the garlands,

For the flowers bloom everywhere.

We can always make home cheerful.

If the right course we begin ;

We can make its inmates happy.

And their truest blessings win.

It will make the small room brighter

—

It will let the sunshine in.

We can gather round the fireside

When the evening hours are long
;

We can blend our hearts and voices

In a happy soc'i;\l song
;

We can guide some erring brother

—

Lead him from the path of wrong.

We may fill our homes with music,

And with sunshine brimming o'er,

If against all dark intruders

We will firmly close the door.

Yet, should evil shadows enter.

We must love each other more.

There arc treasures for the lowly

Which the grandest fail to find
;

There is a chain of sweet affection

Binding friends of kindred mind
;

We may reap the choicest blessings

From the poorest lot assigned.

seemed to care nothing for the paint on his trousers, but expostu-

lated with the irate painter, for such he proved to be, saying :

" My good man, why do you wish to hurt that dog ?
"

" Because he has tipped over my paint and made an infernal

mess of everything.

" Some blasted old idiot let him into the store when we were all

trying to keep him out while I was doingsome painting; hejumped

through the door, stuck his fore-legs into the paint pot and tipped

it over.

" Brown paint on a marble floor looks well ; don't itt

" I wish people would mind their own business !

"

And the licnevolent old gentleman wended his w.ay to Brattle

street to get his clothes cleaned, thinking to himself there is discre-

tion to be shown even in works of humanity.

CHINESE MAXIMS.

1. Let every one sweep the snow from his own door, and not

busy himself about the frost on his neighbor's tiles.

2. Great wealth comes by destiny ; moderate wealth by

industry.

3. The ripest fruit will not drop into your mouth. •

4. The pleasure of doing good is the only one that does not

wear out.

5. Pig a well before yon are thirsty.

6. Water does not remain in the mountains, nor vengeance in

a great mind.

" Not much I not much !
"—Chowder is a dish fit to set before

a king, provided it is well made, and—the king likes it. It is

relished by dwellers on New England's " rock-bound coast," but,

you know the saying, " What's one man's meat is another man's

poison." The Boston Transcript illustrates this by an incident

that occurred at a dinner party given many years ago by Mr.

Prescott, the historian, at his Nahant residence. The guest of

honor was an English baronet

:

Just as the first course was removed, the historian, and host,

turning to his guest, said,

—

" I'm afraid you'll miss your soup. We have given you instead

our usual side dish."

"Indeed," answered the baronet; "and what do you call itV
" Chowder."
" How t

"

" Chowder."
" Would you kindly spell it for me ?

"

" C-h-o wd-e-r. How do you like it, Sir John ?
"

" Well," said the noble Briton, " I've traveled a good deal in

my time, and I confess I've eaten things that were worse, but not
much, not much."
The guests kept their faces straight as long as they could, bat

the roar came at last, and it was a hearty one.

Mistaken humanity.—The Boston Transcript relates that

" there is an old gentleman that comes down town on foot every

morning, who appears to be a great friend to dumb animals.

Whenever he sees a dog scratching at a store door to be let in, he

promptly opens it for the animal. The other morning he made a

mistake in the dog business. He let one in, and soon the same

canine came rushing between his legs, nearly throwing him down,

and covering the lower part of bis pantaloons with paint. A man
with overalls on was chasing the dog trying to get a line shot at

him with a paint brush he had in his hand. The old gentleman

Mr. Seth Green, by his recent letter as.5erting that the most
effective fish-hook is made from a needle without a barb, ha,?

drawn out a sarcastic reply in Forest and Stream from Mr.

Shields, a rival angler of Boston, who ridicules Mr. Green's

assertion, and says that without a barb it is next to impossible to

take large fish, as the line is certain at times to become slack and

allow the hook to slip from the fish's mouth. Mr. Shields thinks

that Mr. Green, "instead of giving us an advanced idea of fish-

hooks, takes us back to our juvenile days, when we drew our sup-

plies from our grandmother's pincushion."

Sold.—He had made ahctrty meal at a restaurant, and getting

up, he said to the waiier, " I declare, if I haven't forgotten my
purse !" The waiter tired up, and hurled big words at him for

full three minutes before pausing for breath. When a chance

came, the stranger continued, ".But I have a five-dollar bill here

in ray waistcoat pocket." The waiter couldn't smile, to save his

life.

A BASHFUL young clergyman, recently rising to preach for the

first time, made a terrible mix of it, announcing his text in this

;: " And immediately the cock wept, and Peter went out and
crew bitterly."

—

Oberlin (College) Review.

Perhaps not.—" Bless you," said John Henry, with tears in

his eves, "she takes her own hair off so easy that perhaps she

doesn't know how it hurts to have mine pulled out."

A poetical New Hampshire editor, speaking of trees, says

:

" Every tree is a feather in the earth's cap, a plume in her bonnet,

a tress upon her forehead ; wherefore plant trees !"

FRIENDSHIP.
Yes, hope may with my strong desire keep pace,

And I be undcluded, unbetrayed :

For, if of our affections none find grace

In sight of heaven, then wherefore hath God made
The world that we inhabit f Better plea

Love cannot have, than that in loving thee,

Glory to that eternal Peace is paid,

Who such divinity to thee imparts

As hallows and makes pure all gentle hearts.

His hope is treacherous only whose love dies

With beauty, which is varying every hour;

But in chaste hearts, uninfluenced by the power
Of outward change, there blooms a deathless flower

That breathes on earth the air of Paradise.

Michael Angelo.
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CoNCORDViLLE, Pa., April 17, 1876.

Friend Wade :

—

Fanciers' JoniiNai. April 6th just received, taking eleven

days to receive it. Can you advise why this is ? This is the

way it has been coming since you left Philadelphia. I think

there must be a great deal of negligence on part of Post Office

department, either in starting or transferring from one office to

another. It seems to me to require a very long time to ship mail

matters from so short a distance, according to above account,

which is correct. Can you advise through columns of Fanciers'

Journal?
Respectfully, D Gilpin.

We have received a large lot of letters like the above, which

seem to call for an explanation. Had our readers been very ob-

servant they would have noticed that we lost one week, in moving

the JonRNAL, consequently the date is one week behind, but to

prevent any further misunderstanding, we this week change the

date, but the numbering will still remain one week behind until

we issue two numbers in one week.

A WORD TO BEGINNERS.

To those who are about embarking for the first time in the

poultry business, whether for profit or for a source of pleasure

and recreation, and who may feel the need of advice and counsel

from older and more experienced " Fanciers " and breeders, yet

hesitate from fear of ridicule or irrelevant remaiks, which some

uncharitable persons often indulge in, we wuuld say : Don't be

afraid, let your wants be known, and we will gladly answer all

questions through the " Jodrnal," to the best of our ability.

We have a large corps of contributors who are able and willing

to let their light shine through our columns, for the benefit of all

who stand in need thereof. Hence we trust our young friends

will avail themselves of this privilege.

ONE OF THE FIRST REQUISITKS

Towards success in the breeding of poultry, pigeons, etc., is a

fondness for the work, and a love of the stock kept. No one can

do this thing well, who is not interested in the occupation from

sympathy with whatever he may attempt in this direction.

If he does not himself have the personal care of such stock, the

next important consideration is to employ some one to see to his

stock, who is similarly well disposed towards the creatures he is

deputized to feed and care for.

This is a necessity, and unless this provision be faithfully ob-

served, no man—however fine his originals may he, or however

good his provided quarters may be for the accommodation of the

birds or animals—must expect to reproduce their like, or have

them around his place in good health and high condition.

To realize the best results, system should be adopted in feeding

poultry, for instance, and the fowls should have their food regu-

larly. If we look for eggs, the hens must have plenty of good

food. Their nests and houses should be kept clean, pure water

should bo at hand daily and constantly. A portion of their

allow.ance should be green food, and otherwise it should be

I'on'ec/—whether cooked or given raw. Not too much meat, or scraps,

but a little at a time. If they can have a pasture run, in warm
weather, all the better. Don't hive too many in one building.

Never try to keep more than forty to fifty (old and young) to-

gether, and half this number is best.

From twenty-five laying hens, under one roof, you will get

more eggs, than from twice as many if huddled in the same

apartment. This is a sure thing. Don't dose them. Keep the

vermin from annoying them, and you will have few sick birds to

" doctor." These suggestions will be found reliable, and the

reader cannot too often be reminded of their importance.

THE DOMINIQUE FOWL,

Which has been brought into prominence latterly in connection

with the evident mixture of this strong original blood with the

" Plymouth Rocks," is a very well known and highly esteemed

variety, and has been so largely bred in Massachnssetts and New
England for years, as to be called in many sections " the farmers'

fowl," par excellence.

The plumage is very distinctly defined in its character—a slaty

blue, all over, and each feather is barred across from the center of

the shaft to the outer end, wiih black. Twenty-five years ago

they were designated in the poultry books as " perfect bloods,"

and were then pronounced " good layers, very hardy, careful

nurses, and as aflxirding most excellent eggs and flesh."

Mr. Pierce of Danvers, Essex Co., Mass.. at that time a very

successful and well-known poultry breeder, believed the Dominiques
" taken all in all, one of the very best we have ;" and adds, " I

know of no fowls that alter so little by in-and-in breeding as

these."

They have not changed or deteriorated since then, where they

have been carefully bred ; and any one who knew this variety

twenty or thirty years ago can make no mistake in them when he

sees the well-bred Dominiques of 1875 and '76.

AN EGG farm.

In 1871-2, there appeared in the American Agriculturist a series

of papers by H. H. Stoddard, upon the subject of poultry raising

and the production of eggs, on an extensive scale—which articles

Messrs. Judd & Co. have published in book form since, revised

and corrected.

This work is very nicely and properly illustrated, and goes into

the merits of producing eggs and chickens for market, in a skillful

manner; recommending all the better modes of breeding, and

the economies for the multiplication of egg-layers and ob-

taining eggs for consumption, that are known to modern experi-

ence.

The work is quite exhaustive, in this direction. The project

of getting together and successfully keeping in health and to

profit a very large number of domestic fowls, upon one estate, has

long been a dubious question. And many experiments in this

undertaking have proved failures.

The recommendations of the author of "An Egg Farm," hew-

ever, are very clear towards attempting this work, but only upon

the colonization principle. Not more than 50 birds should be kept
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in one house together ; and there should be between the houses a

sufficient space on the farm to keep each colony at home, and

always at a distance from the others.

This is the true principle, and to carry it out to success, for a

thousand laying fowls, several acres of land are necessary, to

Cive them due range and at the same time keep them from intrud

ing upon each others' premises. This is the village system, of

course—under one general superintendence. So long as each

family keeps but forty or fifty fowls on the place, a hundred or

five hundred fifties may be kept by as many different individuals.

When a thousand or two thousand birds are intended to be kept

by one poulterer, they must be divided up into these smaller lots,

or colonies of fifty or ixty together, or they will not do well.

The object of having them in spots widely apart upon " an egg

farm," is to imitate Nature, in the original field and forest con-

dition of the wild birds, to avoid the expense of fencing (which

would cost more than all would come to,) and to keep the flocks

in health, precisely as if they were in different or separate domi-

ciles, in the village for example, yet so that any given number

may be brought under the supervision of one person and his

as.«istants—to profit.

This neatly printed and well written work, suggests how this

may be done. And any one who desires concise information as

to raising eggs for market upon a large scale, will do well to con-

sult the pages of this book,—which may be had of Judd & Co.,

New York, or at this office, by mail, for one dollar.

IN BREEDING ANIMALS,

No matter of what race or species, where the least improvement

is aimed at, as every one is aware, the mode of selecting those of

both sexes from one's stock which show the finest points of value,

and which possess the greatest amount of stamina, and other high

qualities, are always those the most desirable from which to repro-

duce their kind.

It is with poultiy—as it is with cattle, horses, dogs, sheep,

swine, or any other pet stock. If we would have the best, the

inferior birds we hatch should be discarded, and none save those

that are well formed, good sized for their kind, in sound health,

and of the most vigorous character, should ever be made use of

to breed from.

And poultry is susceptible of great improvement through this

means. No one can breed a hundred or a thousand fowls, from
among which many fit only for the butcher will not be found. In

hatching fifty chicks, of almost any variety, a score or more will

be either lacking in symmetry, good color, or other nice points.

There, as their defects show themselves, should be culled from
the Hock, and either eaten (when in condition) in the family, or

sent to the nearest market. An imperfect, deformed, under-

sized, or otherwise objectionable fowl, either cock or hen, should
never be bred from, or sold to be bred from.

By judicious selection then, and proper mating of the sexes for

points and color, the fancier will not only constantly improve his

own, but he will aid those to whom he sells his stock for breeding

purposes, to keep up their best character, usefulness, and beauty,
and he will thus help the establishment of a good reputation for

such stock, as well as for himself.

THE " PLYMOUTH KOCK " QUESTION

Promises to be well ven tilated, judging from the numerous arti-

cles, statements as to origin, and spirited communications we have
lately received regarding these fowls, which are duly incorporated

in the American Standard of excellence, as a distinct variety.

There are clearly three or four prominent, different strains, bred

in Connecticut and Massachusetts, of the " modern " Plymouth

Rocks. They all resemble each other strongly. The Standard

fullly sets down their qualifications, and the accepted description

of this valuable cross is therein clearly defined.

The details set forth in this official Standard description, are

not to be mistaken. Emphasis is repeatedly given to the state-

ment r hat the plumage should be "bluish gray, each feather dis-

tinctly penciled across with dark bars." And the legs must be
" bright yellow in color, and smooth"—for "feathered legs, or

legs any other color than yellow " are pronounced a disqualifica-

tion, decidedly.

Now, if the simon pure, modern Plymouth Rocks come from
Mr. Spaulding's original crossing of the Dominique with the

Black .Java (as Mr. Clarke. Mrs. Spaulding, Mr. Upbam, and Mr.
Ramsdell, all agree is the fact,) how will the breeder of this prog-

eny of such a cross escape the invariable black feathering and
dark colored legs of the Black Java, sooner or later, in his flocks 1

The requirement in the Standard is only " yellow let's
"—or " bright

yellow legs," for Plymouth Rocks. And this rather favors Dr.

Dickie's theory, or assertion,that the true modern Plymouth Rocks,

are not formed from the two varieties, the other gentlemen declare

they come from, originally !

Upon reference to the language used in the new Standard re-

garding the plumage of the Dominiques, it will be seen that it is

described as being slaty blue, each feather " penciled across with

dark bars."

The next variety described in the Standard is the Plymouth

Boclcs; and the plumage of this breed is called bluish gray, each

feather distinctly " penciled across with dark bars," etc. The
color of the legs in Dominiques must be " bright yellow, and
smooth." Thelegsof the Plymouth Rocks must be "yellow only,

and smooth."

This rather looks as though there is Dominique blood in the

Connecticut and Massachusetts Plymouth Rocks, notwithstand-

ing the fact that Dr. A. M. Dickie asserts very earnestly that this

is not the original cross with the Javas, if we remember his early

description of the Plymouth Rocks aright.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

Mr. Fred Mather formerly of Honeoye Falls, N. Y., has now
located permanently at Philadelphia, and is hard atwoik pre-

paring the Aquarian Department for the opening day, which he

is sanguine will be accomplished. Mr. M. will send us a copy

of the letter for publication, describing just what fish, reptile, &c.,

are wanted, and will be pleased to hear from any one so favorably

located as to render any assistance. Address, Fred Mather, Supt.

Aquarian, Ag. Dept., Centennial, Phila., Pa.

A REMARKABLE PULLET.

Our Stillwater correspondent sends us the particulars of a re-

markable ease in that vicinity. Frederick Williams is the owner

of a Buff Cochin hen, whose remarkable history is exciting a

great deal of interest in this vicinity at the present time. On the

morning of Feb. 2d, 1 876, during the prevalence of the extraor-

dinary gale which took place on that date, the Buff Cochin M'as

missing, and her owner supposed that she had been either carried

away or destroyed by the force of the wind. On Saturday the

11th of March, just (/i('rty-m'ne days from the date on which she

was missed, Mr. Williams heard a slight sound issuing from an

old dog-kennel in his garden, the door of which was fastened

tightly by the ice which had frozen on the sill. His surprise and as-

tonishment may be imagined when, upon forcing the door he beheld

his missing hen, alive. She was unableto walk, but could swallow

food quite naturally. When first missed, her weight was about

eight pounds and at present it is three-fourths of a pound. She will
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undoubtedly recover entirely, and her experience certainly demon-

strates a very important fact, viz. : that one of her species can

sustain life for thirty-nine days without one particle of nourish-

ment so.id or lUjuid. We should consider this remarkable instance

well worthy the attention of physiologists.

—

Troy Press.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contribtitions to this department respectfully solicitedfro'.

—Scalding cages is the best remedy for bird-mites that we know
of.

-—T$room-splints cut into short lengths make excellent material

for pigeon nests.

—Pigeon eggs will hatch after being kept a week, or in cold
weather they can be kept a month.

—Occasionally there is an intermission of four days between
laying the eggs of the pigeon, instead of Ctfie, the usual period.

—In pigeons a dose of castor-oil, and gentle kneading with the

fingers is almost always a sufficient remedy for the disease called

"crop-bound."

—Dogs quite white, no spot of color, are generally deaf, and if

put to others the deafness generally goes with the color, the white
pups being so, and the others not.

—Will not" Pacific " tell Fancier something about spiders 7

I feel sure that pleasant writer knows from personal observation
much about them, especially those of a kind never seen in the
Middle States.

HnoN.
—The Arabs it seems who are as fond of pigeons as the ancient

Egyptians, have a superstitious notion that, if they place in their

pigeon houses small scraps of paper, written over with learned
characters, the birds are alw.iys sure to thrive the better; and the

Monks, who are never slow in profiting by superstition, have at

all times, a supply of such amulets for purchasers.

—

From Moore's
Epicurean.

—It is a good plan to keep with your Homing birds, a pair or

two of high-flying Tumblers, lively and strong, as they take out
the young birds and get them in the habit of flying high. When
they are without Tumblers, some of the young birds will fly very
low, whereas when Tumblers are with them they will fly very
high, and when thrown will mount to a great height, and a bird

that does not go well up when it is thrown will never do long dis-

tances. How can it see its way if it will not rise to such a height
as will allow it to see over the physical obstacles that lie between
its home and the spot where the throw took place 1

—Indignant.—Speaking of the Massachusetts law making it

ncccessary that a "dozen eggs weigh one and one-half pounds,"
Max Adder says :

" We approve of this. The hens h.ave too long
had their own way in this business of laying eggs, and they have
constantly defrauded the public. It is high time this outrage was
crushed, and we are glad that the Legislature of Massachusetts
is going to do it. If tree American citizens are to be imposed
upon with impunity by debauched and corrupt chickens, the gov-
ernment, for which William Penn fought and John Hancock died,

is a disgraceful failure. Hereafter, Massachusetts hens will either

have to lay two-ounce eggs or emigrate. The people will submit
to their tyranny no longer. They have borne the yolk until it has
become unendurable. They denounce present prices for present

eggs as eggstortion, and hens, they demand a reform with the

determination to draw up this chicken bill, and pullet through
the Legislature."

—All the spider family, find them where you m.ay, and they are
found in all habitable parts of the globe, are Cannibals. Father
spider will make a breakfast, without the least hesitation, of his

children, while the mother seems at times to be so tenderly attach-

ed to her young, that she would prefer to perish with them ! She
does not seem to have the same love for her mate however, for she
has been known, after a vain endeavor to prevent " hubby" from
eating the children, to come to the conclusion that he would make
a good meal, and falling upon him would gobble him up in short
order. Even in the reproducing season will madam spider attack
her lord, and conquering him in fair fiijht, will at once
devour him. Certain of the small spiders are supplied
with a small bliidder, somewhat similar to a drnm, and
the sound made by it, called by the superstitious the " death watch,"
is nothing more than the spider drumming for his mistress to come

forth from her hiding place. Allusion is made to this by Lacon,
where he says "an old man like the spider, can never make love
without beating his own death watch."

—The Sagacity or Elephants —The services rendered by
elephants to the English army during the Abyssinian expedition
have suggested an article in the " Revni des Devx Mondes," by M.
Guidoz, on the use of these animals in warfare. Such an ele-

phant as that described by Major Skinner, whose narrative is

quoted by M. Guidoz, would be a valuable auxiliary at any time.
According to this account, the major was riding in a forest near
Kandy, when he heard a muffled sound of ourmph, ourmjih, the
peculiar cry of the elephant, and soon came npon a tame animal
of this species, who, being left to himself, had undertaken to

carry away a large beam, which he carried across his tusks, pro-
gressing, however, but slowly, owing to the narrow limits of the
path, which forced him to turn his head first on one side and then
on the other, uttering ourmphs of vexation. Seeing the major
approach, he threw down his load, and stood aside to let the man
and horse pass. The major's steed trembled in every limb, when
the sagacious beast, noticing his terror, backed still farther into

the jungle, uttering his ourmph in a gentle and encouraging
tone; and, as soon as the horse had summoned up courage to

proceed, he re-appe: red, took up the beam once more, and re-

sumed his arduous undertaking. It seems almost sacrilege to

contempl.ate employing animals so considerate and reasonable in

the questionable operations of man against man.

—Bi!;Ai!S AT Home.—A writer on the Zoological Gardens in

London writes: "A pretty, winding path through the shrub-
bery at the left of the terrace brings us down a slope to the place
where the pair of white bears live. They have a beautiful stone
house, covered with flowering vines, and in front a pond with
flagged path around it, on which, as we approach, the huge creat-

ures are pacing up and down, waitins for dinner, growling sav-

agely every now and then at the visitors who stand in tamalizing
nearness, just out of their reach. Their whole domain—house,
garden, and pond—is not only fenced in but roofed over with
the strongest iron bars. Once, they say, it was only fenced ; buf,

though the top of the fence was marte of pointed spikes, turned
inward, one of the bears got out early one morning and nearly
killed a blacksmith who happened to cross his path ; and after

that they were roofed in. The white bear and his wife once had
two little ones, soft, pinky creatures, but the unnatural mother
killed her own children, much to everybody's disappointment.
The mother bear's fur is purer, softer, whiter than the father's,

whose hair looks r.atber yellowish when he stands close to his

great .snow-hall of a wife, and she seems to be generally in a fit

of sulks, while he tramps about in a chronic state of active fury.

They suflier terribly from the heat of an English summer, and
great blocks of ice are constantly kept in the pond to make the
water cool enough for their bath."

Sf/iA^LL Pej DEp^r^JIVlEfJj

(Keported for the Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
FAIRMOUNT PARK, PHILADELPHIA,

(For the week ending April 8, 1876.)

1 Woodcock, {Scohpax rustkola). Presented by Fred. Lentz,
Philadelphia.

1 Great Horned Ovr\, {Bubo Virginianus). Presented by E. S.

Mason, Philadelphia.

1 Woodchnck {Arctont/s monax). Presented by Rev. A. J.

Hires, Baltimore.

1 Red Fox,
(
Vulpes fulres). Presented by J. M. Wilson, Esq.,

Washington, D. C.

I Opossum, (Di/delphys Virginiamts). Presented by J. M.Wilson,
Esq., Washington, D. C'

1 Black Squirrel, (6'c!«)-«s n(7er). Presented by Thos. M. Rob-
inson, Pa.

1 Opossum, (Dydelpkys Virginianus). Presented by J. B. Eshel-

man, Pa.
1 Raccoon, (Proa/on htor). Presented by Ed. MacHarg,Phila-

delphia.

1 0\ioss,nm,{DiidelphysVirgimanus). Presented by Emmet En-
right, Lancaster Co., Pa.

4 Adult Angora Goats, (Semis capora). Purchased.

3 Young " " " " "

Hdon.
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(For the week ending April 15, 1876 )

1 'F\shQr, {^fHSle!n pennnntii). Purchnscd.

1 Bl;iek Tguanii, {i/eto/ioceros coriiiitus). do.

2 Irish Hares, {Lepus timidiis) Preseutcd by P. I. Lauber, Phil-

adclpliia.

2 Blac-k-tailcd Deer, (Cemis mncrotus). Purchased.

4 French Ribbits, (/^o/JHS c«ni>»/«s). "

3 Prairie Wolves, {Cnnis latncns). Born in garden.

I J.ava Porcupine, (////s^r/Tjaran/m) " "

1 Pintail Duck, {Oaftlce cutais]. Presented by

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 18.

TWO OF TlIK ZOO PIGEONS.

The Zoological Society pos.sesses quite a number of the Colurn-

bidcc, and a most interesting family it is, though but two of its

members come prominently under the notice of the visitors to that

now famous and celebrated institution. These two are, I, the

Crowned pigeon {Gaura corona), 2, the Nicobar pigeon {Ca/anus

Nicoharka) , each of which, Iioth for size and beauty are well worthy

of the notice of all pigeon lovers. I do not presume to think that

I can tell the " Fanciers " anything about pigeons, but I wish to

say a few words about the above beautiful specimens, and ask

respectfully why there is no endeavor to introduce, and domesticate

them in our country.

THE CROWNED PIGEOU.

This, the largest of all pigeons, belongs to the subfamily

Gowrinai or Ground pigeons, and a native of Java, New Guinea,

and the Moluccas. So large and unpigcon like is it that few

seeing it for the fiist time would allow it to be one._ It is about

28 inches long, with a bill 2 inches long and black. The crest is

composed of long silky barbules plumed at the end. This is

always expanded as though the bird was very proud of it. The

head, neck, and lower parts, are grayish blue; back, with the

feathers block at the base, with tips of purplish brown ; a central

broad white bar seems to be laid across the closed wings. It is

readily tamed, soon comes to know its keeper, and will readily

" drum " for him, which drumming is a remarkable performance

that must be seen to be understood. The walk of the Crown

pigeon is quite majestic and stately, and well accords with the

beautiful crown which gives it its name. It is quite fond of the

hot sun, and in it will lie upon the floor of its cage, on one side,

with head flat down, for a long time. It is said that while lying in

this manner in its native forests, the bird at a little distance might

pass for a heap of leaves, a stump of a tree, or a moss-covered

stone. The nest of the Crowned pigeon is said to be made in trees,

and that the eggs are but two in number, though I think there

has been but one laid at a time by those in the London Zoo. The
young are fed by the parents as other pigeons are—that is, from

the crops and mouths of both parents. This reminds me of a

trick the smart boy plays on the greenhorn in every generation

and which was played on the writer when in a state of verd:mcy

—

namely, send him to some store on April I , for "pigeons' milk," and

get him heartily laughed at. I have long since found out that the

joke was not so groundless, and that the young squabs are

nourished by a curd-like material, secreted by special glands, like

milk in the mammalia, which is distributed to them by both

parents, though it is said that the male has the most plentiful

supply. Specimens of this curd or "pigeons' milk," can be seen

in some of the museums of the Old World.

While on the subject of pigeon food let me meniion as some-

thing out of the common order, that the Crown pigeon in the Zoo
is a dear lover of meat ! In fact, he has turned himself into one

of ilie carniverous birds. Whenever keeper I'avonarius goes his

rounds among his meat-eaters, with both hands full of chopped

meat, Gaura Corona asks for a full share, and will not be put off

ithoutit! Did you ever know of a pigeon that was a meat-

eater before 1

The Nicobar pigeon, is one of the most beautiful of the genus

Caloenus. It is but 15 inches long,—but half thesize of the Crown,

with a plumage of rich metallic green, which changes with the

light into a goldish, coppery, purplish, red color. The tail is white

and the quills are blackish bine with shadings of green. As its

name imparts it is a native of Nicobar, but it is found in Java,

Sumatra, and several other places. In the breeding season a

rouudcd fleshy knob makes its appearance on the upper mandible

of this pigeon, which would be more remarkable, but that the

same thing appears in the whole family or genus of pigeons known

as the caTpujihaga, the most noticeable of which is the Oceanic

Fruit pigeon. All the above birds are excellent for the table.

Can any of your readers tell me where the pigeon was first

used as a " letter carrier? " It is found upon the temples of Egypt

among the hieroglyphics. By it, Brutus was informed of the

movements of Mare Antony in Egypt, and far back in Asia was

the bird used for the same purpose as the Romans put it to.

The flight of some of the species seems almost incredible !

Audubon says that a wild pigeon
(
C'ulumha minratoria) has traveled

a distance of 300 miles in about six hours, which it will be seen is

at the rate of one mile in one minute \ At that flight, could the

bird's strength hold out, it could cross the Atlantic in less than

three days !

Doctors will disagree. Audubon says this pigeon lays but one

egg when the sitting commences—now Wilson, quite as correct an

ornithologist, says it lays two. But even if two are laid, the num-

ber of the species exceeds all belief. Wilson says he saw in

Kentucky a flock which stretched north and south upwards of

forty miles, with a breadth of several miles ! This mas in the

dense woods where every tree bore nests, wherever there was nest

room in the branches. Some of the trees were felled by hunters,

when two hundred squabs, not much inferior in size to the old

ones, and as fat as butter, were taken from one tree

!

Audubon made a calculation of a mass of wild pigeons Wilson

came in contact with, and he says that the whole length of the

mass was 240 miles, and that the numbers composing it must

have amounted to 2,230,272,000 pigeons at least, and remarks

that as large as this number seems, it is most probably below the

actual amount ! Can you think how much food such a crowd

would require ? Wilson thought of it, and allowing each bird

but a half pint of food per day, he found the whole quantity would

be 17,424,000 bushels daily.

HUON.

ARRIVAL OF ANGORA GOATS FROM ASIA.

Mr. John S. Harris, of California, reached Baltimore recently

by the steamship Sardinian, from Liverpool, with twelve Angora

go.its, which lie brought all the wayfrom Asia Minor, after a most

romantic and difficult journey, occupying a year. Angora and

Cashmere goats had been considered identical, but a sample of real

Cashmere wool sent to Mr. Harris from Madras, disclosed the fact

that it was essentially different from the wool grown on goats

called Ann-oras, which he and others owned in this country. This

discovery led the adventurous breeder to go to Asia and see and

learn for himself, as WlII as to study the habits and mode of rais-

ing goats, with a view to making them profitable in the Sierras of

California. Ho started April 16, 1875, from California, via Japan

and China, intending to go overland into Thibet, but found that

impracticable. He then went to Calcutta, and going through

India reached the Cashmere district and saw the animals for

which he had made so great a journey.

He found the Cashmere goats covered with a rather sparse coat

of coarse, long, black hair, underneath which is a fleece of extreme-

ly white silk like wool, used in the manufacture of Indian shawls



184 THE FANCIEES' JOURNAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 15.

and olher goods tliat are highly prized for their fineness of texture

and capahility for receiving and retaining colors. The home of

the Cashmere goat is in the Himalaya mountains, 22,000 feet

above the level of the sea, in a region of eternal snows, and there

are none in America. The traveler found these goats could not

be profitably acclimatized in California, but he gained the informa-

tion that mohair wool goats can be successfully raised in a high

altitude and low latitude, such as the Sierras of Southern

California.

Mr. Harris concluded then to go to Angora, but found he could

not proceed overland on account of war, nor via the Persian Gulf

on account of the unsettled state of the country. He therefore

returned to Calcutta and went via Ceylon, Indian ocean. Red sea,

and Suez canal, to Port Said, over the Taurus mountains, in

crossing which he was occupied twenty one days, and sufixTed

intensely from cold, snows, &c., with no other food but native

black bread and a kind of molasses. When finally he reached

Ano-ora, and bought his goats, two rams and ten ewes, he ran

short of money, and had to telegraph to California for credit at

Constantinople. He borrowed from a friendly Scotchman, and

started for the coast. He had nine mules and three donkeys, on

which the precious goats were slung in boxes, while other of the

animals were loaded with provender and baggage.

He tried to reach Smyrna, but after fl.mndering in the moun-

tains some days was obliged to return to Angora. He then

turned north to Ismid, where he struck rail to Constantinople.

There he found money from his partner, paid his debts and the

export duty and " bucksheesh " demanded by the Turks. He

went from Constantinople to Liverpool, and thence to Baltimore

safely.

Mr. Harris says, that including all his expenses since leaving

homo, the goats have thus far cost him $525 apiece in gold, or a

total of 86,.300, and he has yet to take them across the continent

to California by rail. Mr. Harris is a middle-aged Scotchman,

decidedly modest, and does not think he has performed a remarka-

ble journey in the wilds of Central and Western Asia. When he

left California he and his partner had 1,700 goats on their ranges

at Hollister, Benito county, wherehe has been 17 years. He thinks

he has foimd that by proper breeding California is especially

adapted to producing mohair wools.

The goats on the Sardinian are smaller than the ordinary

animals, and have long silken fleeces of white wool. Both sexes

have flat, corrugated horns about eighteen inches long that diverge

from the front of the head. All are yearlings, and show no ill

effects from their travels. Several kids have been born since

leaving Angora, one of which, several days old, is alive and well.

The goats were visited by thousands of people at Liverpool, where

Mr. Harris was a sort of lion. He has with him specimens of

cashmere and other wools, together with their manufactured

products, obtained in Asia. The goats will remain at Locust

Point until Monday.

—

Sun.

ExcH/\pJqES.
JI[^*Advertisementa under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribin? and offering for Exchaiiiie only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for eacbi and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

|^='''To tXCHANGES FOR CASH'' Or "QREKNC.\CKS," "WANTED A PUECflASEE,"

or '"WAMED AN OFFER." etc., etc., caunot under anycircumstiinces be admitted
to the Exchange or Want column.
i^^No Kxchangeor Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

F. C. SHEPHERD, Ithaca, N. Y., will exchange 1 trio S. S. Ham-
burgs, for Carrier pigeons.

IflRS. FRINK E. CLARK, Washington, N. J., will ex<-hange

one pair Wbite Created Fautail, 30 and 28 feathers in tail, for a good wire

squirrel cage, wheel inside, all in good condiiion.

J". B. PERRY, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, will exchange Patridg« Cochin
cockerel, or S. S. Hamburgh cockerel, for Light Brahma pullet, or Brown
Leghorn pullet, or Black African Bantam, or Dark Brahma Eggs. Speak
quick.

AJWATEUft PRINTER, Box 92, Myerstown, Penn., will ex-
change pair common Tumblers, White Fantail hen, and Fanciers' Journal for
'74 and '75, for either of the following pair Fancy Pieeons, (no Tumblers or
Fans): parts of lllu.strated Pigeon Book; pair Canaries, type, or good re-

volver. What oITfrs ?

A. Xj. banks, IMountKisco, N. Y.. will exchange four Indii Silkies,

3 hens and cock, imported ; trio Spangled Leghorns, and trio Dominique
Leghorns, 1st premium birds, for a gold wiitch or books.

M. L. & Rl, "W. GRAVES, Northampton, Mass., offer eggs for

hatching from high-class Brown Leghorns, Light Brahmas, and American
Dominiques, in exchange for trio White Crested Fan cocks ; also Doyk-s,
Tegetmeier, er any other standard work on Poultry or Pigeons in good con-
dition.

WM. H. NONNERMACHEB, P.O.Box 413, Allentown, Pa.,
has seven Dark Brahmas to exchange for Houdans. Must be got d stock,
same as mine are; cock has solid black brcHSt, Will exchange for two trios.

\V. AT1.E !' B81RPEE, Philadelphia. Pa., wants Toulouse Geese,
and Bronze and White Turkey eggs, or stock, DomirriqufS, HouiJaos, Domi-
nique and Black Leghorus, and Dorkings, in exchange lor Leghorns, Asiatics,

P. Kocks, Eggs, Mammoth seed corn. Fancy Pigeons, &c.

T. B. ADAMS, Franklin, Pa., will exchange his thorough-bred Irish

Red Setter Dog, (1 year old) Roy, worth $50, for a first-class female Croker
Spaniel; pedigree wanted, and same given. What offers?

H. F. CHURCH, Newtown, Bucks Co., Pa., will exi-hange Bro'

Leghorns, B. B. R. Game Hen, $12 violin. Black and Tan dog pup for Qa.

Bantams, Good stock, and expect the same.

G. C, LEONARD, 115 Baldwin St., Elmira, N Y.,ha8 to exrharge
for offers, a very fine pair of Angora Rabbits, from imported stock, warranted
premium stock. What offers? Anything that does not eat.

W, E. FI^OWER, Shoemakertown, Pa., will exchange Light Brahn
Fggs, for an equal number of Uoudan Eggs, from good stock only ; no otb
offers wanted.

FRED IjUCAS, 1127 South 8th St., Philadelphia, Pa., has a fine new
first-class German Concertina, {Zimmerman's), 20 keys, in fine tone and
order ; also a first-class pair of Black Moorcaps, which ho will exchange only
for first-class Fancy Pigeons.

C. M. GRAY, Trenton Falls, N. Y., wnnts to excharge Silver Duck-
wing Game BaatHms, for Partridge and Black Cochins, Bronze Turkeys, or
Light Brahmas ; also eggs from Brown Leghorns, for Polands, &c.

C v. HOIiDER, Bloomington, 111., will exchange 2 female Ferrets,

Fowls, &c., for Pigeons, B. B. R. G. Bantam cock, Italian Greyhound, must
be fine, not over two years old, or other stock.

R. G. FAIRSERVICE, East Newark, N. J., will exchange the
P. C.cock, winner of 1st and special, (94 points,} at Mount Kisco, for Partridge

Cochin hens, or L. B. hens.

R, G. FAIRSERVICE, East Newark. N. J., will exchange L. B.

cockerel, winner 1st and special, (90 points,) at Mount Kisco, for P. C. hens,

or L. B. hens.

BOX 27, PKESrOTT, ONT., CANADA, will exchange one
Black Trumpeter hen, one White Fantail torn, and a sitting of Blue Andalu-

•ggs, for one Blue Pied Pouter hen. A first-class one wanted, or no ex-

cha

D. A. CARTER, £7 Kimble St., Utica, N. Y., will exchange 1 small
steam boiler, suitable for running a small engine, or make steam for heating
purpoi-es—will bear 30 pounds of steam—for Himalayas and Lop eared Rabbits,

or Poultry.

D, A. CABfiTEK, 37 Kimble St , Utica, N. Y., will exchange fine

White Turtle Mail Kid Goats, and White Angora Rabbits, lor common or

fancy poultry. Price, ®10 in cash. No one need apply after Apiil. Who
offers for Goats.

J. A. "WAliFORD, 257 Fountain St., Providence, R. I., will ex-

change Fancy Pigeons, consisting of Owls, Barbs, Swallows, Fantails, and
Tumblers, about 30 pairs. What offers ?

G. \V. lilTTLE, Sherburne, N. Y., will exchange the following

Games, hatch 1875: one pair Spangles, one pair Blue Reds, one pair Brown
Reds, and a number of Silver Duckwing Bantam stags, for Brown Leghorn
hens, or pullets. Second class breeders need not apply.

P. H. HOKNF, Stoneham, Mass., T\ill exchange Brown Leghorn eggs

from premium and selected stock, for offers in books, jewelrv , or ajiythiug

useful ; also trained male Ferrtt, perfectly tame, fitch colo Make offers.

ItR. MARTIN, Mercersburg, Pa., will exchange any of the following

for Fancy Pigeons: Nice aquarium tank, with pebble.'^arid shells, all completf,

large env.ugh for 8 fish, worth 5112.00 ; trio S. S. Hamburgs, or B. Cochin, L.

Brahma, Houdan, or Black Spani.-h eggs ; apple and peach trees, grape vines,

strawberry, or boxwood plants.

G. <K BROW^, Brooklandville, Md., has one pnir each S. S. Ham-
burgs. Golden Polands and Houdans, will exchange tor Rose-comb American
Dominique, or offers ; also choice stereoscopic views, for eggs from same fowls,

or other offers.

T. J. ntcDANIEIi, Hollis Centre, Me., has to exchange, one G. S.

Bantam cock, a fine bird ; one pair Mottled Tumblers, one revolver, and a few

Brown Leghorn eggs, from stock scaling 87 to 9" points, for watch, sub.^crip-

tiona to this Journal, poultry books, old or new, or good setting bens of any
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ADVICE.

Fly away pretty moth, to the shade

Of the leaf where you slumbered all day;

Be content with the moon and the stars, pretty moth,

And make use of your wings while you may ;

Thoueh yon fflitterinp: lii;lit may have dazzled you quite,

Tho' the (;ol(l of von lamp mav be ffay,

Many things in this world that look bright, pretty moth.

Only dazzle to lead us astray.

I have seen, pretty moth, in the world

Some as wild as yourself and as gay,

Who hewitched liy the sweet fascination of eyes,

Flitted 'round them by night and by day
;

But though dreams of delight may have dazzled thera quite,

They at last found it dangerous play I

Many things in this world that look bright, pretty moth.

Only dazzle to lead us astray. [LeJyer.]

(For Fanciers' .Toumal.)

TRADITIONS RELATING TO BIRDS AND ANI-
MALS.

Certain traditions relating to birds and beasts are only cxjdi-

cable on the supposition that they were once objects of divination

or worship. The old Germans, we know from Tacitus, used

white horses, as the Romans used chickens, for purposes of au-

gury, and divined future events from different intonations of

neighings. Hence it probably is that the discovery of a horse-

shoe is so universally thought lucky, some of the feelings that

once attached to the animal itself still surviving around the iron

of its hoof. For horses, like dogs or birds, were invariably ac-

credited with a greater insight into futurity than man himself;

and the many superstitions connected with the flight or voice of

birds resolve themselves into the fancy, not inconceivable among
men surrounded on all sides by unintelligible tongues, that birls

were the bearers of messages and warnings to men, which skill

and observation might hope to interpret.

Why is the robin's life and nest sacred, and why does an injury

to either bring about bloody milk, lightning, or rain? The
Christian legend says that it extracted a thorn from the crown of

Christ, or that it daily bears to hell a drop of water to put out

tho flames, and accounts in either way for the red dye on its

breast. But this is evidently a medioBval gloss to some heathen

belief, like the unluckiness of the magpie, that it would not enter

the ark, but sat jabbering outside over the drowned world ; or

like the idea of the aspen still trembling at the part it played in

the crucifixion. It has been suggested that the robin, on account

of its color, was once sacred to Thor, the God of lightning
;
yet,

is it not possible that its red breast singled it out for worship from

among birds, just as its red berries the rowan from among trees

long before its worshipers had arrived at any ideas of abstract

divinities ?

All over the world there is a regard for things red. In the

highlands women tie some red thread around the cows' tails

before turning them out to grass in spring, and tie red silk

around their own fingers to keep off the witches ; and just as in

Esthonia mothers put some red thread in their babies' cradles, so

in China they tie some around their childrens" wrists, and teach

them to regard red as the best known safeguard against evil spirits.

Indeed, one of the chief lessons of comparative folklore is a

caution against the theory which deduces popular traditions from

Aryan or other mythology. We have already alluded to the fact

that in parts of China, the same feelings prevail about the swal-

low as in England or Germany. But there are yet other analo-

gies between the cast and the west. A crowing hen is an object

of universal dislike in England and Brittany, and few families in

China will keep a crowing hen. Tne owl's voice is ominous of

death or other calamity in England and Germany, as it was in

Greece (except at Athens) ; but in the Celestial Empire also it

presages death, and is regarded as the bird which calls for the

soul.

And the crow, also, is in China a bird of ill omen. Is it not,

therefore, likely that all popidar fancies about birds and animals

h.tve begun in the same way, among the same different races of

the globe, and were subsequently adopted, but never originated by

mythology? May it not be that certain birds or animals became

prominent in mythology because they had already been prominent

in tradition, rather than that they became prominent in tradition

because they previously had been prominent in mythology'! For

instance, instead of tracing a dog's howling as a death omen to

an Aryan belief that the dog guided the soul from its earthly

tenement to its abode in heaven, may we not suppose that the

myth arose from an already existing omen, and that the latter

arose, as omens still do, from a coincidence which suggested a

connection subsequently sustained by superficial observation?

The St. Swithin fallacy which arose within historical memory

and still holds its ground in an age of scientific observation, well

illustrates how one striking coincidence may grow into a belief

which no amount of later evidence can weaken or destroy.

Just so, if it happened that a dog howled shortly before some

calamity occurred to our Aryan forefathers, thousands and thou-

sands of years ago, long before they had attained to any thoughts

of soul or heaven, we can well imagine that the dog, which

already betokened death, should, when they came to frame the

myth, be conceived as the guide which was waiting for the soul to

take it to heaven, and that the belief thus perpetuated by tho

myth might survive to the latest ages. It, at all events, militates

against the exclusively Aryan nature of the belief, and exemplifies

the extraordinary coincidence of ideas among different people,

that the Esquimaux lay a dog's head by the grave of a child, for

" the soul of a dog can find its way everywhere, and will show

the ignorant babe the way to the land of souls !

"

A well known dentist in Paris has been arrested accused of hav-

ing for four year past, while drawing and cleaning teeth, intro-

duced slow poison into rich patients' mouths at the instigation of

their heirs, and thus committed many murders. Two hundred

witnesses are said to have been subpoenaed.
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PodLjF^Y DEpy^i^TF'ErJT.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

" TRIPS AMONG THE FANCIERS."
BY W. E. FLOWER.

The shrill crowing of the cocks in " Montvue Poultry Yards,"

awakened us in tlie morning from our slumbers, and after a hearty

breakfast Mr. Brown accompanied us to Baltimore. Here we
met Mr. S.H. Slifer, President of the Maryland State Poultry

Association, who kindly volunteered to drive us around the city;

which offer was gratefully accepted. A few minutes' drive brought

ns to the residence of Mr. S. whci-e we were shown his excellent

collection of Almond-brcd Tumblers. Mr. S. makes a specialty

of Tumbler Pigeons, and has in his breeding pens some of the

prize winners in this class (birds of his own breeding,) at the late

Baltimore show; he also has several pairs of very fine Blue Owls.

Our attention was next directed to a very pretty trio of Brown

Red Game Bantams. We regretted our inability to visit Mr. S's

farm, some ten miles out from the city, which contains some eight

hundred acres, upon which Mr. S. contemplates (at some future

time) starting in the "Poultry business" on quite an extensive

scale.

From Mr. Slifer's, we drove to the Pigeon Loft of Mr. David

Mordecai, through which we were conducted by a son of Mr.

Mordecai. We used to think that " friend Wade " fixed up a

great deal for his pigeons, but we had never seen a loft fitted up

with all the " modern conveniences," such as "gas," " fire, and

water," but as this loft has been fully described once before in your

columns, we will simply state that its oecup.ants are equally as

" high class " as their handsome and well appointed home. Mr.

Mordecai, probably, has one of the finest collections of Black and

White Barbs that can be found in this country, and as we gazed

admiringly at them, and the diminutive Owls and Turbits, the

splendid Carriers, and Antwerps, the snow-white Fantails,

Trumpeters, and Clean Cut Magpies, we are afraid we broke at

least, one of " the ten commandments," and we doubt if any of

your readers could visit this loft and not covet some of its beauti-

ful feathered occupants.

From Mr. M's we drove to the residence of Mr. T. S. Gaddes

;

Mr. S. having previously called upon Mr. G. at his place cf busi-

ness, and obtained an order for our admission. We were told

that we might congratulate ourselves upon obtaining the "entree "

to this loft, as there are probably not one-half dozen men in

Baltimore who could obtain permission to enter it. The interior

is fitted up in the same manner as that of Mr. Mordoeai's; in fact,

we believe Mr. M. built after the plan of Mr. Gaddes. Here we

saw a beautiful collection of Carriers, Archangels, Almond
Tumblers, Swallows, and Antwerps : we had expected to see some-

thing fine ; and were not disappointed. The Carriers were grand

birds, both in eye and beak ; the Swallows were beautiful in color

and markings, as were the Priests, and the pretty little Aln:ond

Tumblers ; having feasted our eyes to our satisfaction, we signified

pur readiness to depart.

From thence we were driven to the loft of Mr. Charles Becker,

and found that gentleman in readiness to show his stock. Mr.

Becker makes a specialty of Pouters of the various colors, and

will have the best specimens that money can buy, and prices were

named for specimens we saw in his loft, which would purchase

a good "Morgan boss;" and added to this, Mr. B's skill as a

breeder, has enabled him to obtain one of the best collections of

Pouters in this country. Possibly some " Fanciers " may have

single birds, or even a pair or two which will equal Mr. Becker's

best birds; but, take them as a whole collection, we doubt if their

equal can be found. As we watched them in their graceful move-

ments, we mentally wished that " Tennet," or our mutual friend

Shannon, were with us to enjoy the pleasure the sight afforded.

Leaving Mr. Becker's we returned to Mr. Slifer's for dinner,

where we were joined by friend Brown, who assisted in doing

ample justice to the bountiful meal presided over by the amiable

wife of our host. After an hour passed pleasantly with Mr.

Slifer, we bade him adieu, and with friend Brown for our "chap-

eron," we once more started forth. A few minutes walk brought

us to the residence of Mr. Charles D. Parker, dealer in nearly all

the various varieties of " fancy " Pigeons. Mr. Parker has in his

loft some choice young Barbs, and Carriers, and many other

kinds which it would be impossible to enumerate, and as the day

was far spent we wended our way to the depot, and were soon

bonnd once more for Brooklandville, with friend Brown.

As a matter of course after tea, the conversation reverted to the

different incidents of the day, and the evening passed quickly and

pleasantly away, and "you know how it was yourself," so we

retired for the night well pleased with the manner in which we

bad spent the day.
To be continued.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

A LEAF FROM THE LIFE OF A CHICKEN.
A NAEATIVE BY A DARK ERAMHA HEN AS RELATED TO THE

WRITER.

" The first recollection that I have of my existence was of find-

ing myself one morning in a soft, warm nest, in company with a

whole brood of bright-eyed, downy little chicks, just like myself.

Our master (who was a pleasant looking man) gently lifted our

mother off the nest, and then counted us out into a little basket,

"tivo, four, six, eight, ten, eleven out of thirteen, and two dead in

the shell," I heard him say, and he seemed quite well pleased at

the number, but our mother said it would take " hard scratching

to find food for so many little mouths." Our master placed us in

a nice, clean, dry coop, along with our mother, and fed us some

nice hard boiled eggs, and gave us some pure, clean water to drink.

We were very happy, enjoyed ourselves very much ; but that

night, after we had all gone to bed, and were fast asleep under our

mother's wings, a great big rat came and carried off five of my
little brothers and sisters, so that when our kind master came to

give us our breakfast in the morning, there were but six of us left.

You may be sure he was very angry, and said it was " too bad,

after all the trouble and expense he had been at, to get us" (for

I learned that we were a choice kind. Dark Brahmas.)

Well, our master went and got a little dog, they called hira

" Scotch," he had long, coarse hair, and sharp pointed ears, and

a little short;, stumpy tail, and he looked so fierce, I was afraid of

him, and ran into the coop to our mother ; but she said,
'

' he would

not hurt me, but would kill the rats that had killed my brothers

and sisters." Our master and another man tore up the floor of

the pig-pen, and I heard them say that "Scotch" killed nine big

rats ' and I guess that was all of them, for they never troubled

us again.

But one day after we had grown a great deal larger, and were

able to run and catch grasshoppers, bugs, beetles, and scratch for
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worms, one of my little brothers who was chasing a big, fat cricket

a long way from the coop, was cauiirht and killed by a big hawk.

Out mother saw the hawk, and screamed loudly for us to hide, or

run into the coop, but little " black breast," as he was called, was

too far off to hear, and the hawk swooped down and caught him

in his cruel claws and we never saw him again. Our master was

very sorrv, as ho said that " little black breast" was one of the

best of the lot, and that between the rats and hawks he would not

have a chick left for exhibition," Ho said he would give any one

five dollars if they would "kill the hawk," so the next day a man

came with a gun and sat under a tree to watch for the hawk, but

he waited a long while, and at last fell asleep. It was a very

nice warm day, and the grasshoppers and crickets were so plenty

and tasted so good, that we forgot all about the hawk until we

heard our mother "scream that the hawk was coming." We all

ran back as quick as we could but the hawk caught one of my
little sisters this time, and started for its home in the woods, but

our mother's "screaming and crying" had wakened the man, and

he took aim at the hawk, and shot it quite dead, who had thrust

his sharp claws deep into the body of our little sister, and .she was

dead too ; they took the hawk and nailed him up against the side

of the barn. A few days after the man shot another one which

they said was its mate.

When we had grown quite large, and were all covered with

nice feathers, our mother told as that we "were large enough to

take care ofourselves," besides our kind master fed us every morn-

ing and evening, so that wc could get along very well without her,

and she commenced to peck and beat us out of the coop. Our

master then took her away, and I heard that she was sold to a

man who kept "summer boarders," and killed and eaten for a

"spring chicken." A great many people called " Fanciers," used

to visit our master, and they used to look at oar combs, feet, wings,

breast and tail, and they talked a great deal about the A. P. A
,

and the" New Standard," and the "Fanciers Jocknal," "Bul-
LKTiN," " World," and about Wade, Williams, Sweet, Todd,

and a great many things that we did not understand.

Time passed, wintercame with frost and snow, and one day we
(that is, one of my brothers and I) were put in a nice, wire cage,

and we went a long way in the cars, and at last came to a place

called "Boston" where we were taken to a large hall where we

found a great many other chickens of all kinds, and such a noise

and bustle as they made, crowing, cackling, and singing. A
great many people came and stood in front of our cage and tiaked

about penciling, symmetry .fluff, condition, and a great many other

things that I do not remember now. Then there were a great

many ladies and children came to the hall to see us, and the other

chickens. Then two men (they called them Judges) came with a

book and a pair of scales, they took us out of the cage and weigh

ed us. At first I was very much frightened as I thought they

wanted to see if we were "fat enough to kill," but I learned after-

wards that it was to find out which were the best birds. Well,

after a great deal of talking, they agreed that my brother and I

were the best pair, and then they tacked a card upon the front of

our cage which said " First Premium." Our master was very

much pleased, and was offered a large sum of money for ns, but

he refused to sell us, and said he would keep us as long as we lived.

We were very tired before the show was over, as they made us

stand up whenever we wanted to sit down and kept us up every night

until past ten o'clock, which was quite contrary to our usual cus-

tom at home, and returning home from the show the expressman

left us out in the cold, biting wind, which after our week's confine-

ment in a warm room gave us the "roup," a frightful disease,

from which I did not recover for some weeks, and which caused

my brother's death a few days after his return home. I am an old

hen now, my dear little chicks, and have been to a great many
shows since then. My brothers and sisters are all dead, and I am

the only one left of the family of eleven little Dark Brahma chicks

which first saw the light of day under the manger, in the horse

stable, over yonder. And the old hen clucked softly to her brood as

they nestled beneath her wing.9 as the night settled slowly over

hill and dale. W. E. F.

PACKING EGGS.

We again have the egg season upon us in full swing, and once

more we have a few words to say upon the subject, but it is more

to the packing of the eggs that we would refer to on this occa-

sion. Everyone nearly has their pet way of sending their eggs,

and doubtless there is something to be said for each system

whether boxes or baskets, chaff or hay, be in use. We would

not pretend to dictate or to say that one way is especially su-

perior to another, for we should be inundated with letters from

indignant egg-packers, each exemplifying their assertion in

praise of their own method by some wonderful successes, and we
should believe them, for we have known eggs to hatch, and hatch

well, which have been packed in divers ways. Perhaps the most

remarkable of all cases which have come under our own knowl-

edge is when twelve eggs were brought from Malta in a pie disk,

and eleven of them hatched. We actually saw the chickens and

know it to be true.

In just touching on the various ways of packing in use we
would only put our young hands on guard against faults they

may be led to make. When boxes are used the labels must be

nailed on before the eggs are placed in them, and the lid be

screwed down, not nailed. Although we have known eggs

hatched in boxes where nails have been used, still it is a great

chance if the eggs do not get jarred by the hammering. Then
the points of the nails used for fastening down the label should

be clenched on the under side, or the points might run into the

eggs ; for only last week we had a package of eggs from a gentle-

man where the utmost care had been taken to screw down the

box, but the label had been afterwards fastened down with inch

nails and had penetrated the shells of several eggs. We cannot

consequently recommend amateur packers to be too careful over

this. Then every egg should, in our opinion, be securely wrapped

in a piece of paper; it helps so much towards guarding the eggs

from being jarred in transit. But even here we know of one of

our greatest Dorking breeders who has marvellous success with

the eggs he sells, and who simply places the eggs in chaff and

ties down the box, using neither nails or screws ; and we saw a

letter the other day from a gentleman in Jersey, stating he had

hatched nine chickens from twelve eggs so packed; but the

secret here is the string—we are convinced of it. It makes some-

thing for the many hands a parcel of this kind has to go through

to hold by, and this is the greatest point of all. We would urge

on everyone, never mind whether you pack in h.ay, or chaff, or

sawdust, or moss, let the box or basket, whichever is used, have

a handle, either made of string on the box or of wicker on tha

basket, but let there be a handle. No one but an eyewitness has

any conception how a handleless package gets knocked about.

One porter passes it to another, and perhaps he to the guard ; or

it has, may be, to go by a carrier, or a servant is sent to the

station for it, and so the harm is done. It is not the distance

does the injury, but the knocks and tumbles the packages get.

Now if they all had handles they would in most cases certainly

be taken up by them, and the chance of the eggs hatching would

be greatly increased.

As we said, we wished to disparage no pet ways of packing,

but we would venture to warn our friends against the use of

bran, oats, or sawdust

—

i.e., when they are used alone ; for how-

ever full the packages may be filled with such mixtures, a long

journey will shake the contents down much closer, and the eggs

will very probably come in contact, when they will necessarily be
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cracked, and the contents running out from one or two so cracked

eggs might ruin a whole sitting. We have, moreover, ourselves

seen eggs in a package pierced by the sharp ends of oats ; but

this would not often be the case except in very thinly-shelled

eggs, and such should not be sent out at all as a rule. One or

two of our friends use moss, and we believe with immense sue

cess, but even then we should always recommend tne box being

lined with good and soft hay first.

In the use of baskets we have noticed so many which are made
with a small round bottom, sloping up to a larger top ; but these

baskets are so liable to tilt over. We should always have them

made sugarloaf-shaped, when they are able to withstand a good

shaking without fear of falling over. Wo have used, ourselves

with great success, baskets of the shape of the wicker cases in

which spirit jars are often encased. But of all egg baskets a

long way ahead are, in our opinion, those used at Early Wood.
They are oval, and are jast as country women go for the Satnr

day shopping with, having huge, upright handles, which it is

impossible not to take hold by, for they, being tied together at

the top, form a most perfect handle.

All must allow it is but correct for a sitting of eggs to be prop-

erly and securely packed when sold, that have to go any distance

by rail or carriage, and that the purchaser naturally looks for it.

We would, however, ask purchasers not to be too quick in writ-

ing sharply about the non-success of a sitting, for often the blame

may be traced to their own doors ; and, if not, one severe fall at

a station or one heavy jarring would often ruin the whole suc-

cess of a sitting. And we hear, too, repeatedly of failures among
the eggs of our most honest and upright vendors, whose other

eggs sent out have done well, when the cause could only be traced

to some such accident as mentioned above. But that a handle

easy to lay hold of is of great value to every egg-package we are

quite sure, and would always recommend purchasers to insist

upon it.—W. in Journal of Horticulture.

"THE BULLETIN AND OUK STANDARD."
Such was the heading of an article in a late number of Fan-

ciers' JonnNAL, signed by "Young Breeder."

Y. B. starts out well, in quoting the advice of his legal friend,

but unfortunately he forgets the application of the advice in this

case, and does not exercise his common sense. He quotes, " the

Law is common sense and nothing else." Next he says, " Now
the Standard is Our Law," and then goes into a learned disserta-

tion to prove that every one who will not swear by his law, and

who possesses more than his modicum of common sense must,

perforce, be a " sorehead."

Now, taking his assertion as fact, that the Standard is our (his)

law, and that that law is common sense, I must call the attention

of your readers to a few illustrations of that commodity in this

model law.

But first this young fledgeling is greatly distressed about the

toe-feathering of the Brahmas. He states, " The Editor of 'the

Bulletin says, * * « the outer toes being well feathered to

the ends thereof." No ! young one, we didn't say any such thing

and the Standard don't say so either ; it says, as one of the dis-

qualifications, " Shanks not feathered * * to the extremities

of the outer toes." (What sharks your chicks must have, Y. B.

if j'ou practice what you preach). But we'll drop that subject,

for Mr. Felch has already acknowledged what the committee

" meant to have said."

To proceed

:

In the Brahma and most of the Cochin classes, twisted wings

are not mentioned as a disqualification.

In the Partridge Cochin the under-plumage of the cock is given

as " a rich black."

In the description of Blue Games, the plumage of the hen is

stated as " throughout, a rich, dark blue."

The standard for Colored Dorkings, we have already shown up,

(see March issue, Poultry Bulletin, page 184.)

In Silver Polish, the beard of cock is given as " silvery white,

each feather distinctly laced with black." Belden—do yon know
who he is, Y. B. ?—says " very dark." " Our Law " says of the

tail of same variety, " silvery-white in color, each feather ending

with a rich black spot." Belden says "gray," and that the dark

tailed birds always breed the best chickens,"—but he must be a
" sore-head."

Then in Crevecceurs, " colored " feathers, (red, yellow or

brown?) are not a disqualification in the crest; and as black is a

color, and white is not, white feathers must (by Y. B's law) be

allowed in any part of the plumage, and we shall have a " Stand-

ard " Cieve with a white body and black crest. And then tlie hen

has a " large and globular head."

But why extend this any further ? If the Standard is Y. B's

law, as he claims, we expect to see him exhibit fowls agreeing

with its description. If he takes no prizes, he can fall back on

his dictum that " The Standard was not made principally for the

use of Judges and newspaper men."

Ah ! It was not made principally for the use of Judges. Oh !

Then " we trust we may be allowed to surmise " that it was made
principally for the Y. B's. Well on the whole, we do think they

have most need of it, and sincerely hope that they may follow up

that " thumbing " process, and learn what a Blue Game hen, or

a Silver Polish cock, or a Colored Dorking " shall be." Y. B.

says, " the Standard tells how they are breeding them," so we shall

not need to "go to their homes."
Editor P. B.

OUR HENS.
Me. Editor :—I think it must be quite provoking to those who

are trying to find out the best methods for taking care of hens so

as to secure the best pecuniary results, when they see such lengthy

and often, in some respects, conflicting advice given as to how it

is to be obtained. Very few writers whose views I have seen,

agree in all respects on this matter. Some no doubt reiterate the

views of others, combining them with some experiences of their

own.

Long catalogues of needed food are given as being requisite to

obtain the greatest number of eggs. Others tell ns how and

when to give it, and still others, with much sincerity, tell us to

what breed we should give it. With many, no doubt, /ancy plays

an important part and influences, in some measure, the selection

of the breed commended. I suppose it will be as impossible to

harmonize the views people entertain respecting the profitablenes

of different breeds of hens as it is the views they have as to the

qualities of different breeds of farm stock, and best modes of

management to attain the same end.

This fact, however, shall not deter me from naming my own

choice of fowl, why I prefer them, how I feed them, why I feed as

I do, and the results of my practice, which is, after all, the great

desideratum. In 1863, I commenced with a flock of Light

Brahmas, twenty-five in number. Their return in eggs and

chickens netted me over four dollars each. This result decided

me in preferring them to all others. It was of little consequence

to me what were the merits of other breeds so long as I could

secure so satisfying results from these. As may be naturally

inferred, I enlarged my flock and their quarters, keeping fifty

fowls the next season, furnishing them with a house of two stories,

so as to give them all the sun that shone.

The lower story had a room for storing food, another for roost-

if'g; the upper story for nursery and laying; the whole plastered
;

chimney and stove in the nursery. The roosting room was dug
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down two feet into tho earth and cemented, both floor and walls.

The coldest weather rarely carried the thermometer below freezing

point. The result of all this care and comfortable provision for

the fowl was that they did not make so good returns pro rata as I

received the previous year by more than thirty-three per cent. I

may as well say that 1 had no reason to expect as good returns as

the first year's as that experience was exceptional. We cannot

expect to have fowls do as well in large flocks as they do in small

ones. There are many reasons for this that are quite olivious.

Another reason is one I have never seen in print I think, and one

too that is of much practical importance. Fowls do not like a

plastered wood, brick, or stone wall. For some cause, they will

CO any way, and almost anywhere to roost in preference to going

into such rooms.

My experience of this fact was when I first began fiirming. A
stone house, 10x14, covered with stone flagging and earth, over

that was my hen-house. I kept it clean. Had loam to use under

the perches, nice clean rests, &c. Tho hens would lay anywhere

rather than in that house, and I had, excepting in the roughest

weather, to drive them into it to roost. Several houses of the

kind were in tho town, and so far as I learned, the same result

was experienced.

I know of several like experiences with mj' own. I have said

enough to turn thought in this direction. I would prefer, on

some accounts to have plastered walls, but am sure the fowls do

not like it.

As TO Feed.—On the farm where corn and oats were always

grown, equal quantities of them were given; ground scraps,

boiled turnips and potatoes, in the winter—turnips preferred ;

mi.x with the roots, while hot, two quarts of scraps and five of

Indian meal to the bushel ; cabbage in the winter as a substitute

for grass; wheat and wheat screenings occasionally for a change.

I am not sure but that wheat all the time and a feed of corn once

or twice a week (the vcgctaljles and cabbage in winter) will give

better returns than any ot'ier feed. I incline to this opinion.

Keep gravel, shells, and old mortar accessible at all times, and

good clean water. The foregoing articles are what I have used.

1 give all the grain I feed in troughs, so that it cannot be

wasted or soiled in any way, keeping a supply all the time ac-

cessible.

It is much less trouble to feed in this way—better for the fowls,

and they consume less food. The first idea, as to being less

trouble to keep food by the fowls all the time will be admitted,

without question. The other two propositions, some will ques-

tion, therefore I will explain how it can be so. w ho have fed

fowls know how voraciously they will eat when the food is thrown

to them from the hand, and how they will gorge themselves until

they caLuot swallow any more. They appear to act as if they

did not expect to be fed again until night came, and when it did

they were prepared by hunger to eat as greedily as in the morn-

ing. By reason of this unnatural stufling of themselves at night,

they are, without doubt, liable to weaken their digestive organs

and impair their health.

I am aware that some think that having food at all times ac-

cessible accomplishes the same result. With me, it is not so

The Brahmas come from their perch in the morning, eat but

little, drink freely ; if a cold day or snow on the ground, go to

fome comfortable place about the buildings, bask in the sun, if it

shines, use the dust box, eating but little until the after part of

the day, when they eat a hearty meal. This has been the habit of

ray hens for many years. They appease their hunger whenever

it occurs, never gorge themselves, never get too fat, of which

there is no danger, unless they are kept to be over two years of

age, which I never do, now I have found the truth respecting the

matter. The result of this method is a good, generous contribu-

tion of eggs at all times, healthy fowls, which at the age of 18

to 20 months will weigh from six to eight poimds each, ready for

the table or market, as they have to give place to the pullets that

were hatched in February or March and are ready to lay about

this time. I will here say that early-hatched chickens will make

larger fowls and lay better than late-hatched ones. By this

method I think our tables can be supplied with flesh food at less

cost than by any other. Another item of no small account as to

income from poultry ought not to be omitted, viz. : the manure.

When properly attended to, each fowl ought to be credited with

one dollar annually. At this price, it is the cheapest fertilizer I

use. Some who read of the success of others in keeping hens

and their method of attaining it, undertake to accomplish tho

same results. They fail, and scold because of being duped, as

they suppose, when in reality there was a radical neglect or omis-

sion on their part that caused their failure.

—

New England Farmer.

February 16, 1876.

THE POULTRY FARM.
At this season of the year there is naturally an increased in-

terest in the poultry yard, though we think the plan ought to bo

to treat fowls in such a manner as to have them lay in winter, at

a time when eggs are at the highest price. With eggs at forty or

fifty cents a dozen there is some sense in having a few dozen a day,

and that the thing is practicable we know from one or two instances

that have come under our observation the past winter. It has

been done and it can be done again.

There is now a wide spread interest in the subject and we hope

nstead of being a temporary fever, it will go on hopefully till the

poultry interest takes its natural and relative position in the rank

of fivrm labors. As compared with other countries, this department

has been neglected, but of late years it has fast grown in popular-

ity. The French have ahyays produced a greater number of fowls

and far finer ones than we have, poultry forming an important

part of the live stock of the farmer, and it is said the poultry

yard supplies more food to the masses than the butcher' shops

;

while in Egypt, and other countries of the east, from time im-

memorial, vast numbers of chickens have been hatched in ovens

by artificial heat, to supply the demand for poultry. In this

country, however, poultry-breeding has been neglected, eggs are

dear and all kinds of poultry bo great a luxury that the lower class

seldom, if ever, taste it, except in the shape of a Christmas turkey

or goose, while hundreds of thousands cannot afibrd even this.

It is a great mistake feeding our cattle upon corn and grudging

it to our poultry ; although the return from the former, it is gen-

erally admitted, is not over five per cent, beyond the value of the

corn consumed, whereas an immense percentage can be realized

by feeding poultry. While it takes five years to fatten an ox to

the weight of fifteen hundred pounds, which will bring $120, the

same sum can be realized in five months by feeding an equal amount

of poultry for the table. A man who expects a good return of

flesh and eggs from fowls insufiiciently fed and cared for, is like

a miller expecting to get meal from a neglected mill, to which he

does not supply grain.

It becomes an interesting wonder every year why rural cottagers

of this country do not rear fowls almost universally, seeing how

little the cost, and how great the demand. Wherever there is a

family living on potatoes or better fare, and grass growing any

where near them, it would be worth while to nail up a little

house, and make nests of clean straw, and go in for a speculation

in eggs and chickens. Seeds, worms, and insects go a great way in

feeding poultry in such places ; and then there are small and refuse

potatoes from the heap, and outside cabbage leaves, and the scraps

of all sorts, and these, with very small purchases of inferior grain

and a little meal, would bo all that would be necessary.

To those who are breeding poultry we would say, keep only

good, healthy, vigorous, well bred fowls, whether you keep them
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to proilucc cg^s or chickens or both. The ill bred, mongrel fowls

wliicli are Gomnionly kept, arc the most voracious, and consume

larger quantities of food, without turning it to any account ; while

well bred fowls eat less, and quickly convert their food into fat,

flesh, and eggs.

—

Ploughman.

I VAS AD SHECOWGO MISELEP.
How dot vos aboud dot Shecowgo shows ? Id vos bccular, dond

id? I read me purdy much aboud him, bud more as I read, de

more I got confooscd mit myselef. Dings vos managed yusd like

id vos conducded rait cabined ossifers from Vashington—Katrina

she vos a purdy goot shudge mit human nadure, (I expose acause

her foder he vos a shudge) ond she dold me long dime ago she

say " Hans, dot " Nadional " bromise do much, id vos do much
sbread eagles sdile mit id ; I dink dey vos bie crusd bromises made
do pe proken." Aboud she vos ridt, dont it.

Veil: go ahet, "sdeal my gooses and sdiek medown a feader."

Id vos acases mit, " sudden glory soon gone ride avay oud" (dat

lasd skendense I found in a Batent ossif Report for 1865). Veil;

ve all as fanciers dit feel a bride rait dat Shecowgo shows, and
dried do make id a successes. Id looked brilliand from dot oud-

side view of dings, bud " the credid cot mit a lie, lasds only dill

dot drudli bops oud," and den ve know how id vos rayselef. " Cabin-

edfevor" vos condagious and do check ids sbreading doctor Rejorms

rausd adminisder a few doses of invesdigadions. Veil, of Greeace

Horly he didnt gone and dold beoble do gone vesd, dere dond
would base been so many beobles out dot vay, and den ve wuld
nod have hab dot Shecowgo elefand to casd ids shadow over mit

all of our assosiadions. Veil, I vos glat do see dot de Shournal

had game ploat enough to speak ride avay oud aboud id. No
doubt ids good indendions vill be misconsdruet (by dose who will

nod be anxious do have the ride side bud) und exblanadions as

clear as mud be given to show every ding vas O. K. Vdl, I go me
ond do Shecowgo raisclef, and as I vos had such a good dime ad

Paffiilo mit a disguise dot I disguise miselfven I gone do Shecowgo.
—I pud on mit my shird a new baber kollers, chalket my noses,

pud on green sbecdacles, ond ven I go me do dot Bost ossif and
call for my ledders, I say " of you blease." I go mo do Shecowgo
mit dot next drain expresses, ond I dook my ledders ride avay
oud, dat pome smader he say—" Veil, vot your name vos," I dold

him "vy vots mit you de madder you yost so vill as me no dot I

vos Hans Schneider." "I dond see id," he salt. " Pe//," I say as I

bulled off dem green glasses, now vos you no me, aind id." He
dold me of I yust keep my noses chalket like dot vay, no von
vould ever no me. Dot forsd berson I meed vos misder Sweed,
and I say "Misder Sweed you vos so glat to see me how vos I,

vos beaudeful vether domorrow, fine show, dond id." He give me
a beculiar look and said

" My friend you vos cot mit me de adwandage."

I set if so dot vos de firsd berson vot I ever did cot any adwant-
agc mit, I dold him my name vos Shon Smidt—den he say does

de A. P. A. belong do you id oud do be von of your members

;

Vos I a live member. I dold him Katrina she say aboud meal
dime I vos a live member. Yust then Mr. Bicknell he come smil-

ing, and Mr. Sweed he say :

" Bicknel dis vos Misder Shon Smidt, maybe you vos hear mit
him afore, he vos I dink from dot strain of Sraidts dot saved dot
life of King Powhatan, ven lie vas aboud do be thomas hawket
mit a big vor Klubs by Pockahontas." Mr. B, said he vas
acsdonished—Vdl, so vos myself, I dont know afore dot Mr.
Sweed know anyding aboud pedigree. Veil Mr. B, he exblain me
aboud diflFerend Breets mit ducks—I got the duck fevor, and send
do a man for a drio of pcaudeful decoy ducks and ven dey gome
do me dey vos Wooden ducks. Veil I vas sold—I buy me a fine look-

ing pull dog—and de man vot own him, dold me he vos a good

vatch dog and vould greatly gid attochcd mit his masdcr ride

avay. I dook dot dog home, bud him in de barn, and by
shimminy he dont led no von come in; I dried for three days do

coax him, but he did'nt vas on the coax—the fourth day he made
no fuss, so I vent in, and I see a beculiar exbrcssion of his eyes so

I dry do get out, bud he come for me, and he dook me by the sead of

my breeches, but I did'nt sdob—but let him keep a big moudful

of my bands. A liddle vile afder I give him seven buckshct, two

denbenny nails, and an ounces of bowder, ven he laid ride avay

down and vas kwied. Of you ever puy a pull dog, dond puy dot

kind vot gcd so addached mit der masders.

Druly Vours, efry diem,

Hans Schneider.
April 12th, 1876.

UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL COMMISSION.
Bureau op AonicuLTUHE, )

Philadelphia, April 1st, 1876. )

Sir:

The Exhibition of Poultry will open on Oct. 27th, and close on
Nov. 6th.

The display will be made in coops, provided by the Commission,

and located under the shelter of the Cattle stalls, which will be

prepared for their reception.

To meet the expense of coops and feeding, an entry fee of one

dollar upon each bird of the Gallinaceous division, and two dol-

lars upon each pair of the Aquatic division, must be paid to the

Commission before the Chief of Bureau finally signs the permit

of entry.

Transportation and terminal charges must all be paid in ad-

vance, or the Commission will not receive consignments

Pull information relative to transportation will be furnished

upon application.

Each coop used in the transportation of birds must be of suflS-

cicnt strength to serve for their return, and must be marked with

the proper shipping directions.

Numbers alcne will distinguish birds in the show yards preced-

ing the award of prizes.

All specimens except Games, and Game Bantams, must be

exhibited in natural condition; pulling, splicing, or inserting

feathers, coloring, or otherwise altering the appearance of birds,

will bar them against entry.

Misstatements as to age, or breed, will cause the exclusion of

birds from the stock yard.

Birds of evident inferiority will be denied admittance even

though the owners may have received a permit.

Birds may be sold at private sale at any time during their ex-

hibition ; but no bird, in the event of being sold, will be allowed

to be removed prior to Nov. 7th.

Special premiums from societies and individuals, must be

awarded through the hands of the Centennial Coraraission.

Application for entry must be accompanied by a certificate

from a recognized Poultry Society, to the eflfcct that birds offered

are considered to be worthy of competition.

Application forms for space can he had from this office. En-

tries are now being made, and will be in order till July 1st.

Yours resj)ectful!y,

BURNET LANDRETH, Chief of Bureau.

per C. Henrv Roney.

REPLY TO YOUNG BREEDER.
I pity Young Breeder, to think that he has exposed himself to

the attacks of so many breeders of Game fowls. Permit rae to

say that Young Breeder is certainly on the wrong scent. If

he will just notice more closely he will find that the Game is not

one half as likely to fly over that high fence he speaks of, as
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those Bi-ahmas and Cochins, and if he waits for practice of that

kind before ho goes snljie shooting, ho will never go snipe shoot-

ing, and for a. fact, I do not believe he could hit one, if he can

not make a better shot at them than he did at the real ftcts in

this case. He seems to think the Game is not himself till ho has

crowed, and I admit the Game is some like him—he likes to hear

himself—but the Game means business, and he does not. And
again, if he thinks that fowls will not do well in a barnyard, he

had better make mine a visit, and I will give him a niec Black

Red pullet, fattened on that very filthy article, manure, and I

will bet my whole ranch that he cannot taste it in the fowl. As

for laying, my Games outlay my Brahmas, two to one, the year

round, especially in the winter. Perhaps he doubts that the

Games are alert, graceful, and juicy-fleshed, I do not.

I can pick my Game cocks and most of the hens up at any

time in broad daylight, and do not have to chase them two steps

—even if he does not lake any stock in a ten acre lot, for catch-

ing Games. Now for a little instance that happened yesterday.

A next door neighbor has a Butf Cochin cock which had been in

the habit of promenading along on his side of the fence all day

long, and occasionally putting his head through between the

pickets and crowing. And all this time my Duckwing cock,

Johnny, was minding his own business ; and, as nsnal, engaged in

scratching that awful manure, never offering to return the Buff's

insults. But yesterday, a gate between the yards being left open,

Mr. Buff marched throngh, and right up to Duckwing and

crowed, and in about two minutes rapid fighting the Buff ran

home minus one eye, and Duckwing returned to his hens and

manure—and I will say that he did not ottiir to chase the miser-

able Buff.

I'keep Brahmas, and also Games, but like the Games best, and

am convinced that one good plump Game is worth six pairs of

standard legs and necks. Yet the Brahmas are not without their

good qualities. Let us, by all means, hear from Burleigh again,

and if Young Breeder will send me his address, and promise to

give them a fair chance to show their good and bad qualities, I

shall be most happy to give him a setting of eggs from those

awful Game fowls. Mack W. Minek,

P. S. If that small boy puts in an appearance at my yards, I

will take my best exhibition bird, and in the course of au hour one

of us two human beings will own a dead Game cock.

On motion, Messrs. Mcgrew and Baumgardner were instructed

to draw up and present at next meeting a Constitution and By-
laws for tlie Association.

Adjourned to meet in Wooster the first Monday in August next.

A. C. Megrew, Pres't.
Jos. BAnMGAiiDNEE, Scc'y.

SpOF^JSIVIA^I^'s DEf=/\F^JIVIEfJj.

CONVENTION OF FANCIERS.
Pursuant to notice, a number of poultry fanciers met in conven

tion in Wooster on Monday of last week, for the ])urpose of

organizing a state association. A. C. Megrew was called to the

Chair, and Joseph Baumgardner elected Secretary.

After discussion of various points, it was resolved that a Poultry
Association be organized under the name of " The Ohio Mutual
Poultry Association." Election of officers for this organization

was next proceeded with, resulting in the selection of the follow-

ing gentlemen

:

President—D. R. Firestone.

Vice-Presidents—P. J. Spreng, of Plimpton, W. H. Todd, of
Vermillion, E. J. Worst, of Ashland, R. H. Peck, of Earlville,

J. M. Kelley, of Ravenna, W. B. Ely, of New Richmond, R. M.
Close, of Sullivan, L. A. Dosch, of Brookville, and W. H Nichols,
of Ravenna.

according Sccretari/—Wm. Landis, of Wooster.
Corresponding Secretary—A. C. Megrew, of Wooster.
Treasurer—J. C. Cumberland, of Wooster.

Executive Committee—G. W. Fox, of Wooster; A. Bignos,
Canton

;
R. H. Peck, Earlville ; Benj. Mitchclson, Polk ; A. J.

HIce, Burbank
; E. D. Williams, Huntington ; W. H. Nichols,

Ravenna.

1776. INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 1876.

UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL COMMISSION.
BunKAu OF Agriculture, /

PuiLADELPUiA, April 1st, 1876. J
Sir:

The Centennial Commission has provided for a Bench show of

sporting and non-sporting dogs, to be held in conjunction with

the International Exhibition of Horses, commencing September
1st and continuing for eight days. Benches will be furnished

free of charge. Exhibitors may themselves .assume the costs of

attendance upon their animals; but to provide for those who
cannot conveniently attend the exhibition, the Commission will

assume the expenses of feeding and daily care, upon the payment
of an attendance charge of three dollars upon each animal.

Numbers atone will distinguish dogs in the show-yard preced-

ing the award of prizes.

Transportation and terminal charges must all be paid in ad-

vance, or the Commission will not receive consignments.

Full information relative to transportation will be furnished

upon application.

All specimens must bo actually the property of the exhibitor,

and only those will be admitted which possess unmistakable signs

of merit. Each dog must be provided with a substantial collar,

and four feet of chain of a strength sufficient to hold him.

Dogs may be sold .at private sale at iiny time during their

exhibition, but no dog in the event of being sold will be allowed
to be removed prior to the 9th of September.

The Veterinary surgeon of the Commission will inspect every
dog before admission, and will examine the stock daily to guard
against infection.

When animals are t.aken sick the exhibitors may direct the
treatment themselves, or allow the Veterinary surgeon to treat

the case.

Dogs will be exhibited in the Prize Ring before the Judges,
and at such other times as may be considered expedient by the

Chief of the Bureau, either for display or exercise. Special
premiums from societies and individuals must be aw.arded through
the hands of the Centennial Commission. Entries are now being
made and will be in order till July 1st.

Forms of application for space may be had by applying to the
Bureau of Agriculture.

Yours very respectfully,

BURNET LANDRETH,
Cfn'ef of Bureau of Agriculture.

per C. Henrt Ronet.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJVT.
O0B THANKS

are due to a number of friends who so kindly sent ns copies of

No. I, of this volume, in response to our request for the same.

We would like a few more copies of that number, and if

our friends will let us know when they mail them, we will gladly

supply extra numbers of later editions instead.

A LITTLE BKIEP ADVICE.

In looking over the .secular exchanges which come weekly to

our editorial quarters, we find among the published notices and

advertisements of poultry and live stock breeders, numerous

announcements whieli must be costly, while many are ambiguous,

long-drawn, or over-done, in their way, of late.

The man who is desirous to purchase does not, through this

stylo, obtain the information he seeks; and the party who is thus

seeking to sell, is not doing what he aims at, by this means. His

intentions may be good, but his plan is not the wisest.

In the first place, as we h.ave hinted before, the right channels

through which such information is conveyed are not appropriately

chosen, as a rule. The great bulk of ready purchasers of pet

stock of pigeons, rabbits, poultry, etc., are not the mass who
subscribe to, and receive only the secular, or agricultural papers,

even.

We do not claim that the advertising of heavy live stock,

horses, cattle, or sheep, for example, in the journals devoted ex-

clusively to poultry and minor pet stock, would be the best medium
to announce such information. But we do insist that the publish

ing of expensive ad's in the secular or agricultural papers, only,

of chickens for sale, or of any of the lesser classes of small stock,

is a mistake—for the reason that the notice of desired purchasers

of such pets is not reached in this way ; no matter how extensive

may be the circulation of these papers.

The grand secret of advertising any given description of goods,

wares, or stock, to the best possible advantage, is to place the

fads before the right kind of people—namely, those who want to

know these facts, and who may be inclined to buy what is offered

for sale.

Persons who are in search of the best and cheapest dry goods,

silks, or laces, jewelry, household furniture, carriages, or ma
chines, don't naturally go to poultry or live-stock papers to find

out who has these articles for sale. And by the same rule those

who are after any of the specialties to which our labors are

devoted, never think to look into the advertising columns of the

daily or weekly secular papers, to learn where they can be pro-

cured. This, in our opinion, the money paid for notices we
fiequently meet with, as first alluded to in these paragraphs, is

simply thrown away.

Poultrymen and pet-stock breeders should bear these hints in

mind, and patronize the papers with their advertising, which

cater for their benefit, especially. This is where such money
may be placed to " do tliem the most good," every time. Fan-

ciei-s should announce just what they have to dispose of, fairly

and honestly, and they should do this where such notices will he

read by the interested in the specialties they give their attention

to. And we believe that the wide circulation which the Fan-

ciers' .ToDRNAL has attained among these buying and selling

classes, in every quarter of this country, renders our weekly one

of the best media, in its line, now published in America, for all

who are engaged in the business, for the interests of whom we
cater.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfroin all.

—Huon shall have a feather from the wing of that owl—also

one of its feet. Then will he name it please? for a naturalist, it is

said, can build a bird from his track in the sand. E. S. S.

—J. M. McCann, in vol. 3, No. 14 of Fanciers' .Journal, inquires

if the beech tree is ever struck by lightning; If he means Fagus
ferngenea I can answer in the affirmative ; although I never knew
of but one occurrence of the kind.

J. F. IIlCKEY, M. D.

—Dear Journal.—I have a Black Fantail Cock that has
mated with two hens, both now having eggs and all the eggs
fertile. He helps both in the task of incubation, and fights any
other cock that attempts to make love to either of them. I shall

take the eggs from the hens and substitute Commons, having
two pairs of Commons with eggs of the same age, and will see if he
deserts cither hen when the young ones "cry for bread."

LoN Hardman.

—I clip the following from a report of the proceedings of the
California Academy of Science, April 3, 1 576.

Dr. Hale, a visitor, related an instance of "mimicry," which he
observed on the Santa Cruz mountains; a milk-white spider, in

shape, size, and color, thee.xactcounterpart of the flower J/erfrono.

It had no web, and appeared to be on .in ambush of false pretences

against insects. The Doctor had never seen the like in the States,

and thought it was remarkable. The Academy did not throw
any light on the phenomenon. Adjourned.

—^Best Animal Food.—In a recent work on different foods

physiologically considered, the author argues that the best animal
food is the flosh of the sheep, and the best vegetable food that of or
from wheat. The variety and proportion of the ingredients in a
pound of wheaten flour furnish fair evidence of the value of thi':

grain as a general aliment; Water, 2 ounces, 106 grains; gluten,

2 ounces, 21 grains ; albumen, 126 grains ; starch, 8 ounces, 242
grains; sugar, 385 grains; gum, 119 grains; ashes (salts), 112
grains. Ingredients such as these, in the proportions peculiar to

wheat, are admirably adapted to maintain the human body in

health and vigor.

—The Mahomet is a variety of fancy pigeon very seldom seen

in America, and is, I believe bred but little in Kurope. The origi-

nal Mahomets were in color, (see Eaton,) light cream, with black

bars across the wings, the b.ick and eye-wattles are black. The
most curious thing connected with this bird, is that while the

outer face of the feathers are cream color, the part next to the

body, and even the skin is sooty and black, very much like the

Mohamedan religion, "fair to look at but foul underneath."
There are now several distinct varieties of Mahomets, differing

both in form and shape, from the original Mahomet, most of them
originating from crosses. Terr^ iilius.

—Sacred Ibis.—The existence of the sacred Ibis in Egypt in

modern times has been doubted by ornithologists. In Shelley's

work on the birds of that country, the authorsays no authentic:it-

cd instance of its occurrence within recent periods has coine to his

knowledge. Mr. Greville I. Chester, however, a correspondent of

the Academy, writes from upper Egypt that a few years ago he
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certainly saw two of those birds on a small island left by the Nile

as it fell, about three miles from Mansoorah. Anionf^ tlie ruins

of Abydus, west of the river, excavations are now qroinfr on, and in

the center of a Viist walled enclosure a large number of long, red

pots have been found, cuntainini; the dried bodies of ibii-es. Al-

thouch they have probably been there thousands of years, the

featliers are described as being wonderfully perfect.

—In the Northern part of Russia there is a largo district called

Archangel, also a port of the same name situated on an inlet of

the White Sea, in the district of Archangel. From this place it is

suppo.scd the Archiingel pigeon originated it; is still common here,

but in America it is like an honest politician rather scarce at pres-

ent. It is about the size of a common pigeon, but very unlike

any other variety of fancy pigeon in color. The head, neck, and
the fore part of the back and body are a beautiful copjjcr color, in

some specimens almost yellow. The tail, wings, and the hinder
part of the body are a bluish black; the change between the two
co'ors does not terminate abruptly, but is gradual. The Archan-
gel has a crest at the back part of the head, it is in reality but a
point, as it turns up but slightly. The eye is orange-red, feet

nnfeathered, and bright red. TEun.E filids.

—Wolves in France.—The Journal d' Arfricullure says that

the annual damage to cattle alone in France from the depredations
of wolves reaches a sum of 2,000,000 frances, to say nothing of the

loss of sheep from the same cause. It is estimated that thiTC are
about 1,000 breeding wolves, and that about 2,.'>00 whelps are born
in May and June of each year. So that, notwithstanding the fact

that about 1,800 wolves are killed annually, there must be at least

2,0'.iO depredating by April of each year. The.^ohi-w// suggests that

the representatives from the ravaged districts pay a little more atten-

tion to the interests of those who liave elected them, and commends
the action of the United States in otfKring a bounty of SIO for the

scalp ofevery wildcat killed. Doubtless such a bounty would soon
exterminate the wolves, and would also be a n.itional economy,
since, according to the foregoing estimates, each wolf in France
cost the nation 1,000 francs at least.

SjW/^LL PeJ DE[=A^l^7|VlEfij

{Reported for the Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
FAIKMODNT PARK, PQIIADELPHIA,

(For the week ending April 22, 1S76.)

1 English Eabbit (Lejius cimiculus). Presented by G. H. Eddy,

Philadelphia.

1 Male and one female Tiger (Fdis tigris). Purchased.

1 Jaguar (Felis onca). Purchased.

1 Bittern {Ardea Virescens). Presented by I. M. Wilson,

Washington, D. C. HuON.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 19.

THE FOXES IN THE ZOO.

In a very comfortable home on the west side of the garden, the

Fox fiimily will be found. It is made up of five varieties ; the

Red, ( Vulpesfulres,) the|Gray,{ V. Virginianus,) the Silver,
(
V. argen-

tus,) the Cross,
(
V. decussatus,) and the graceful, little Arctic Fox,

( V. laqopiis,) all of which may be found somewhere in North Amer-
ica

; the latter, however, though found near the extreme northern
boundaries, is never seen in its wild condition within the limits of
the United States. The red fox is distributed about from northern
New York and Pennsylvania, to Canada. The gray fox is rery
rare north of Pennsylvania, but is common from that State south,

and from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The silver fox is pretty much
confined to Washington Territory, the cross fox is found from north-
ern Michigan to Wisconsin, and as far north as Canada. Of the

fourteen well ascertained species, six of them are found in the
United States

; they are distributed over both hemispheres, most
abundantly in the north, but none are ever seen south of the equa-
tor.

From the earliest ages the fox has formed a conspicuous part

among the animals. He is mentioned many times in the Bible,

the first being where Samson worked so much mischief to the corn-

fields of his father in-law, by tying fire-brands to the tails of three

hundred of them, and then letting them loose among the ripened

grain, a trick which cost the lives of wife and father in-law as well

as causing the performer to come to perpetual grief.

In the fables of all authors, and languages, has Reynard held

prominent place. What a perfect courtier he is, and how well

he knows the value of flattery, when profusely bestowed ! witness

his interview with the crow. How he praises her beautiful feath-

ers ! according to him they were more gorgeous than those of the

gayest Macaw or even the Bird of Paradise! "And what a beau-

tiful form you possess," pretty true Mr. Fox, for the crow has

quite a graceful form. What could poor Miss Corrus do under

such a pressure of flattery brought to bear upon her, but open her

mouth to thank her admirer, and thus be made to drop the coveted

morsel of "Sueitzenkase,"—or was it the aromatic " LimbcrgurV
Again, behold Sir Reynard as one of the courtiers of King Lion.

How low he bends before the monarch of beasts ! How reveren-

tially does he address him, calling him the " father of be.auty and

awe !" Well does the cunning fellow know that vanity, even in a

King, is the most salient point to attack! "TheFo.x and the

Grapes " is too much of an every-day simile to need further men-

tion here. Is there any one who has not read the curious story

of " Reynard the Fox," so wonderfully well illustrated by the

artist Ivelb.ach ? If there is one who has not, I envy that person

the great pleasure yet in store, be it who it may.

Of all the beasts of prey, the fox is certainly the most cunning,

crafty, and sag.icious ; either in hunting its food, or in the evasion

of its enemies, tlic two only important matters in beast life. As
the sun goes down, and the shadows lengthen, out comes Foxy,

starting at once in search of provender. In this pursuit nothing

comes amiss to him which he is able to capture, have and hold,

from the hare on her farm, to the fowl on the roost, or the unhap-

py clam at low water—for Reynard, when hard pressed for food

has been known to seek the water side, and when the tide was out

to then and there have a right royal feed ou clams, mussel, or

whatever mollusks his worship could find !

Like the squirrel, the fox has a keen eye to his future subsist-

ence, for after a feast, gorging himself to the fullest extent first,

he is as careful as King Arthur was with his pudding, to put

away what is left for to-morrow, selecting for that reason some

secluded place adapted to the purpose.

So numerous are the stories told of the fox that I shall not inflict

my readers with a repetition of any of them, but here is a very

brief one, which I think is quite fresh :

—

A certain naturalist watched the proceedings of one of the cun-

ning fellows, one moonlight night. A hare was crouched down
in the furrow of a fresh plowed field, when Reynard, out on the

poach, spied her out, and creeping along the adjoining furrow,

slowly and noiselessly drew nearer and nearer to the intended vic-

tim. Reynard only now and then peeped over the ridges of the fur-

row, lest the hare should notice him. When sufficiently near, the

poacher made a sudden rush, and seized poor puss, before she was

even aware of her enemy's presence !

Many inst>ince3 are recorded, where foxes have, under the influ-

ence of extreme terror, feigned death, and like the opossum, have

suffered themselves to be dragged about without showing any

signs of life, until the danger had ceased, when they would spring

up and scamper away unscratched.

That the preyer should be more cunning than the preyed on, is

an essential law of nature, but the predatory gift of cunning has

been very largely dealt out to the fox family.

The fox as a pet does not give much salisfiiction, for in the most

domesticated condition, it never manifests the obedience and grati-

tude characteristic of the dog. Foxes have been tamed thoroughly.
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treated willi every possible kindness, and every artlfiee tried to

win theii rognrd and confidijnce, but in vain, for there would still

be a certain amount of timid, sly suspiciousness, which could never

be overcome, charmed the charmer ever so wisely. HuoN.

THE -WHIPPOORWILL

Which is familiar to many of your readers, like the deer, loves

the solitude of the forest. Where you find the rattlesnake, the

trout, the pheasant and the deer, there you will hear the mournful

note of the whippoorwill. As the forests become cleared before

the advance of population, this shy birdretires, hence I was much

surprised to hear his well-known note a few evenings ago, on the

margin of the Delaware, three miles below Gloucester. But then

this is one of the most retired spots on the river in the vicinity of

the city. A heavy growth of forest trees line the shore on the Jersey

side, and an extensive " flat," two miles in length and extending

into the river a half-mile, is only partly covered with water at low

tide. This attractive place is known as " Howell's Cove," and

located there is one of the most productive shad-fisheries on the

river. After sunset, the whippoorwill, the great night-heron and

the green heron frequent the place, the two latter birds no doubt

in search of small fishes which are numerous near the shore.

Cranes, fishing-eagles and turkey-buzzards are often seen there

during the day.

The whippoorwill makes its appearance in this State between

the twenty-fifth of April and the first of May. The peculiar note

of the bird is heard in the dusk of evening and when the dawn of

the morning appears. In June, when the young are in the nest, the

notes of the male are but rarely heard. In September it migrates

to the south. The bird likes high ground and is consequently most

numerous in the vicinity of mountains, and is but seldom encoun-

tered on the seacoast. The Barrens of Kentucky are said to be its

peculiar home, and the bird abounds in larger numbers there than

in any other portion of the United States. It measures nine and a

h.alf inches in length, and has a blackish bill an inch long, and an

unattractive garb. Its mouth is remarkably large, at the side of

which project long elastic bristles, which assist the bird in capturing

insects, on which it exists. It is said that there are twenty species

known to naturalists, of which one belongs to Europe, one to

Africa, one to New Holland, two to India, and fifteen to America.

A GOAT STORY.

For some time past the clerks at the station on Fourteenth

and Main streets, Louisville, have been annoyed by goats

that infest that immediate locality. Not satisfied with the

other devilments these sly rascals are guilty of, they chew all

the tags off the cotton bales sent there for shipment, thereby caus-

ing a great deal of trouble in shipping the cotton. The other d.ay

the clerks surrounded about a dozen goats and succeeded in driv-

ing them into a box car alongside the platform and fastening the

door. That night there was a car load of goats going north,

hitched to a freight train. The car was left at Indianapolis, and

the next day the door was thrown open and the goats rushed out

and made a raid through the town, upsetting and butting clerks,

hands, boxes, bales, etc., as they escaped. Not being apprised of

the shipment by way bill the Indianapolis clerks chased them all

over town, endeavoring to catch them, of coarse believing the

company would have to pay for them as " lost freight " if they

were not caught. By night all were caught and put back in the

car. A dispatch was sent to the station man at Louisville :
" Send

on your way bill. Got all the goats." A dispatch went back in

reply: " Don't want any. Let 'era go." The race in Indianapo-

lis was said to be very exciting.

CoF^F^ESpOfJOEi^CE.

PIGEON KAOKS.

PiULADELPiiiA, April 19th, 1876.

Friend Wade :

—

I send you an account of two pigeon races which came off on

the following dates. The first being for a handsome silver cup,

given by that esteemed young gentleman, Mr. J. H. Fassett, for a

race from Trenton to Philadelphia, on April 1st, distance 28 miles,

and was won by T. Grist, time 47 minutes. Second being a money

prize, won by Mr. J. H. Fasset, time 53 minutes. Third prize, a

revolver, won by Mr. Jos. Buckley, time 1 hour 3 minutes. The

second race took place on April 17, from Chester to Philadelphia,

distance M miles, for a gold medal, given by th.at well known
fancier, Mr. Jos. Buckley, 2211 Callowhill, St., who has given so

many prizes for the encouragement of pigeon racing, and won
this medal himself, time 18 minutes II seconds. Second prize

being a money prize, won by John Grist, time 19 minutes 32 sec-

onds. Third, money prize won by that well known fancier, Wm.
Gladwin, time 18 minutes 16 seconds, having to allow time to

Mr. Grist and Mr. Buckley, whose birds had to fly some distance

farther. Another race will also take place on April 22d, from

Wilmington to Pliiladelphia, of which I will send you an account.

T GitisT, Timekeeper.

answer to mk. chapman.

Friend Wade:
As you are aware, I did not receive any numbers of the Journal

after Feb. 1, ( through some mistake of your mailing clerk,) until

nearly the first of this month. Looking them over I found Mr.

Chapman's letter regarding one exchange I sent him, as he states,

a pair of Angora Rabbits, receipt of which he acknowledged.

Nov. 27 th Mr. Chapm.in writes " Sir; I found the largest Rab-

bit that you sent me dead in the pound this morning. It had shown

no signs of sickness. When I received them I was very much dis-

appointed in their appearance but hoped they would improve

with age. The death of the Rabbit was not therefore chargable

to me." I wrote him Dec. 5th offering him another and older one

for $3 half price. To this letter I have received no reply : as it

had my return imprint on the envelope and did not come back

to me, I infer the letter was received.

If Mr. Chapman feels aggrieved, I am willing to do by him as

I have done by others, and as I wish to be done by. I have one

pair of Angoras left (and only one pair) these he may have at $6

just half price; they are seven months old, out of my "snowball"

stock and I consider them fine.

1 may add that out of a number of exchanges made through the

Agency of the JonENAL. Mr. Chapman is the only person who

has ever complained, and who has not expressed himself perfectly

satisfied.

Your Respectfully,

A. M. Halsted.

"peter peppbkcokn."

Salem, Mass., April 17ih, 1876.

Editor of Fanciers' Journal

:

—
Dear Sir:—The piece of rhyme entitled "The Mountain

Stream," in the April 6th No. of the Journal, shows that Peter

Peppercorn—as the author of it chooses to call himself—may pos-

sess some su.sceptibility to poetic impressions from running water,

and may have had some acquaintance with mountain streams

;

but it is quite possible—almost probable—that he has been

acquainted with, and received impressions from a not universally

unknown brook-rhyme, written not many years ago, by a fellow-

poet of Peppercorn, indeed by one who has the honor, at the pres-

ent day, of wearing the laurel-wreath among British poets. Sc-
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liously, I felt heartily asli imed of my poet-Pcppercorii'a amliicity

in patching Mgetlicr from Tennyson's Broilc his otherwise not

contemptililc production. I should bo interested to learn if such

were not tlie fiict. If "The Mountain Stream" is an original flux

from the l)rain of P. P., if he has never read the other, what a

coincidence ! how interesting to the phrenologist would be the

comparison of the bumps upon the head of the Laureate with the

protuberances upon P. P's cranium ! Let hira try his pen, for-

sooth, at the Idyls of the King.

"And there I fall with a murmuring sound,

"And then I make a sally,

"And leave the Fern-clad rocky glen,

"And sparkle down the valley."
Peter Peppercorn.

" I came from haunts of coot and hern,
" I make a sudden sally

"And sparkle out among the fern,

" To briker down a valley."

Alfred Tennyson,

I believe the above is the stanza in which the plagiarism is most

evident, bat there is the same general idea in the two pieces, and

many of the rhyming words in both are identical. In short, Ten-

nyson's beautiful little rhyme has been mutilated, and, with the

admixture of other, and rather ordinary matter, re set to a similar

tliouu^h halting meter, and palmed ort' as an entirely original poem

by our worthy Peppercorn. I don't know who this person may

be, and perhaps you will not wish to insert this in your paper even

over my own name, I assuming all respousibility, but I beg ofyou

to do so. I shall be ashamed for your paper (and the reputation

of the JoiTKNAL will not be improved) if such Peppercorn poems

are inserted in its pages. Mr. Peppercorn has not, in my judg-

ment, begun to climb the ladder which leads to fame, but, the

rather to infamij. Yours, very respectfully,

Wm. Gardner Bautox, 88 Bridge St.

JAQnES INCCBATOB.

I saw in your last issue a few lines asking information in regard

to Charles B. Jaqnes, of Metuchen, N. J. I saw his advertisement

in your Journal, and thinking it was all right, sent him 50 ceits

for his illustrated circular, "How to make and manage an incu-

bator that will hold over 100 eggs," and cost less than $4. I will

say that Mr. Jaques used me in a gentlemanly manner, he sent

his circular by return mail, and I went to work and made an incu-

bator after his directions. The eggs have been in it at work two

weeks, the 12th of this month. It is very easily managed. I have

only used four quarts of kerosene oil so far. I call it very simple.

I have kept good heat ; also done everything according to direc-

tions. This afternoon I tested some of the eggs. I should say

every one contained a chick. However, I shall try to hatch all I

can, and some future day I will let you know how I succeeded.

Yours, respectfully.

North Attleboro, Mass. John Bishop.

THE journal's advertising.

TuRBOTViLLB, North Co., Pa., April 19th, 1875.

Mr. J. M. Wade :—

M V Dear Sir :—Please change my advertisement. I have sold

all the Poland eggs I can spare. Since advertising in the Fan-

ciers' Journal, I have had no lack of orders. My advertisement

last spring, for eggs for sale, sold me many eggs, and even all the

surplus fowls I had to spare last fall. It worked the whole year,

even when discontinued. Very truly yours,

U. Mteks.

inquiry answered.

S.iVANNAH, Ga., April 19, 1876.

In the Journal No. 14, received this Morning, I notice that

"Sassafras" wishes a cure for worms in dogs. The Forest and

Stream of New York, recommends powdered Areca nut, bnt I have

never used it. I have, however, used a small quantity of Santo-

nine powder, which any druggist can put up, with very beneficial

results on a small Skye pup of about two months old. The
quantity to be given depends on the age of the dog. Let your

correspondent give his druggist the age of the dog and he will

put him up about the right dose.

Yours Truly,

Nelson V. Ketchom.

IjEIW S.

Strength is seen not in spasms, but in stout bearing of burdens.

" I would not for any money," says Jean Paul Richter, " have

had money in my youth."

Mankind are always happier for having been happy ; so that if

you make them happy now you make them happy twenty years

hence, by the memory of it.

Formerly it was a maxim that a young woman should never be

married until she had spun herself a set of body, table and bed

linen. From this custom all unmarried women were termed spin-

sters.

Five hundred dollars reward has been offered by a lady in Lon-

don for the conviction of persons who are going about that city

systematically poisoning dogs, by throwing down poisoned food in

the streets.

The Menasha, Wis., Press says : A washerwoman in Appleton

died last we^k, leaving a husband and two children without visible

means of support. Women seem to be getting more thoroughly

heartless every year.

A modest editor says that he mentions the fact that the most

distinguished men of America are to be invited to the Centennial

celebration, that his readers may understand why he is away if he

should leave town for a day or two next month.

A new ballot box has been invent d by a citizen of Great Bar-

rington, Mass. A thumb spring opens a slit in the top of the box

for the depositing of the ballot, and on the front are twodials, one

registering every ballot and the other every hundredth ballot. The

ends are of plate glass, so that the inquisitive citizen can watch

the accumulation of votes.

More work for K. G. White. The expression, "Everything

is lovely and the goose hangs high," is a corruption of the saying,

" Everything is lovely and the goose lionks high." The honk is

the note sounded by the wild goose in its flights, and is about the

only music in which that graceful bird indulges. The meaningless

word " hangs" should be immediately eliminated from this beautiful

and popular description of the situation.

Excli^NQES.
I^^Advertisements under this head, of four line.'?, or forty-eight words de-

scribing and offering for Excliaime only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for ea«h and every insertion. I'or every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

{ll^~-"i'0 SXCU.IKGBS FOE OASa'" Or "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PUKOBASER,"

or "WANTED AN OFFER," etc, etc, cauDot uudcr auycircumstances be admitted

to the Exchange or Want column.

fl^^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 2o cents.

BLACK. L.IS'B'.

B. J. liing, Providence, R. I. , is complained of by several who claim to have

been unjustly dealt with by him.

T. A. "WINFIEIjD? Hubbard, Ohio, will exchange 1 pair Blaclt and

Tan Terriers do" weighs 4i lbs., bitch 3 lbs. ; 1 fine Iri.sh Red Setter dog, 13

months old, and fine Black Red Games, John Douglas stock, for Cocker

Spaniels, Browu lied Games, or Common Pigeons.
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KDAVARD \r. FOX, New Ipawich, N. H., will exclmuKe ef2;gs from

his pure bred White Legliorna, for eggs from Game or Sebright Bautams, or
offers. Write.

F. HARDINCii. 5 Broadway, Cleveland, Ohio, will exchange new
Buggy Harness, small Black and Tan Terrier pupa, and Pointers and Setters,
for Lop-eared Rabbits, or Ferrets. Send stamp for reply.

F. N. COCACNE, Cape Vincent, N. Y., will exchange a good bred,
small and handsome Italian Greyhound bitch, from Italy, for 7 Light Brahma
pullets, and S P. Kock pullets.

AVM. OARDNFR BtRTON, Salem, Mass., will exchange a
copy of J. M. Euton's Treatise on Fancy Pigeons and Tumblers, for Yellow
Tumbler cock, White Pouter hen, fine Magpies, Fantails, Jacobins, Pouters,
and other sorts. Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeons and
Pigeon Books.

R. C. T., Post Office Box 248, Racine, Wis., has a fine black Water
Spaniel, well trained to retrieve on laud or water, which he will trade for a
good breech-loading rifle, or offers. Dog valued at S50.

F. J, FRY, Ta'^aqua, Pa., has for exchange full bred Jersey Bull, one
year old March 10th, 1876. is very large and of dark solid color, bred from
stock imported direct from the Island of Jersey, {as per certificate) via Liver-
pool to Philadelphia in ship Tonawanda, September 1871. Chester White
Berkshire Pigs of best stock preferred.

«FO, F. IjAAVRKNTE, Worcester, Mass., will eschange Angora
Rabbits tor Doyle's lltustrated Poultry Book revolvers, dress patterns, Carriot't
Pottattery, or any kind of history, or one English Gray Buck. See adver^
tisement.

OFO. SKIIKAS A: RRO., 3 Stockton Ave., Allegheny, Pa., wii:

change the following odd birds, all first-class, 2 Yellow Cap Magpie cocks, 2
Blue Magpie hens, 1 Black and 1 Blue Swallow cock, Re i Bald hen White F
hen, Blue-wing Turbit hen, for mates, ofi'ers, or B. B. R. pullets.

iitZO, SHIRAS & BRO., 3 Stockton Ave., Allegheny, Pa.,
exchange the fiillowing mated pairs : 1 pair of Archangels, 1 pair of White
Calcutta Fans, 1 pair of Blue Pouters. 2 pair of Mott. Trumpeters, Swallows
six colors, for offers of first-cla^s varieties.

WM. COURTIVEV, Manti
the Victor California peaoh blows,

pigeons, or fowls. What offers.

: Station, Portage Co., 0., will exchange
' Late Rose potatoes for seed, for Fancy

A, W. McffcHNSTRV, Cbicopee, Ma'fs., offers two sittings of eggs
from his choice W. F. Black Spanish fowls, for Vols. 1 and 2 of the Fanciers'
Journal; also two sittings for Vols. 1, 2, and 3 of the Poultry World. Eggs
will be fresh and true to name.

J. S. GOODNOW, Millington, Mass., has DftYk Brahma eggs to

change for eggs from Japanese, Cochin, and Silver Duckwing. Red Pile and
Blue Pile Game Bantams, or one pair Red Priest pigons. Nothing but first'

class stock dealt in.

PETER liEPP, P. 0. Box 833, East Saginaw, Mich., has one first-

class double-barreled muzzle-loader shot gun, barrels, 34 inches. No, 10 gauge,
cost S3o.00 ; will exchange for first-class Pouters, Carriers, White Jacobins,
and Fantails, the latter must have SO counts ; Red and Blue Swallows, heavy
booted.

J. B. TUCKERMAIV, Eaton, Madison Co., N. Y., will exchange
Golden Polands, Bicknell strain, 1875 hatch, for Scotch Terrier or Newfound-
land dog pup ; also eggs from all the leading varieties for rare copper coin,
" bogus " pennies, &c. Write. All letters answered.

H. W< BAKNES, 1 Stockton Ave., Alegheny, Pa., will exchange 1
first-claas Almond Tumbler cock for a first-class B. B. R. Game Bantam hen
or pullet, weighing not over 18 ounces, or offers.

F. N. COCAGNE, Cape Vincent, Jefferson Co., N. Y., will exchange
a good time (hunting) silver watch, value ffi25.00, for 10 S. S. & G. S. Ham-
burgs, and 5 Pekin ducks and one drake, (1 year old or more.)

JOHN BOERGERT, East Sai,nnaw, Mich., will exchange one
ninckley Knitting Machine, (new) worth §35.00 ; one American Shuttle Sew-
ing Machine, (new) worth $50.00. and two Davis Sewing Machines, one cost,

new, $85.00, and the other S65.00—all the above in good running order—for
Fancy Stock or Game. What offers.

FHIIi.M . SPRINGER, Springfield, 111., will exchange a fine Light
Brahma hen, an exhibition bird, and one or two Light Brahma cocks of 1874,
or Light Brahmas of 1875 ;

or Scotch Collie pups, for Canaries, Terrier pupa,
or Maltese kittens.

T. A, \VINFIEI^I>,Hubbard,0hio,willeichangePartridgeCochin3,
D. Brahma hens, G. P. Hamburghs, 2 Yellow Duckwing stags, for White
Games, or Fancy Pigeons.

T. O. ADAinS, Franklin, Pa., will exchange Eggs from Ongley's stock
of Golden Spangled Ilamburgs, 1st and 2d premium birds, for 2 White Pouter
hen pigeons, and 1 (hen) Blue JFantail. What offers?

R. R. WIl^KINS, Albion. N. Y.,

History of I[v^n Fev«r, letter press, lot of nc
and G. P. Hamburg eggs, for Houdans, Pyle
of same from good stock.

wants to exchange Burnham'j
trolling lines, large fish hooks

or Black Game Bantams, or eggs

AliFARO^ 17 Clinton Place, N. Y., will exchange beautiful White
Spitz dog, fine Golden Penciled Hamburg cockerels, pair Black Polands,
splendid black Carrier cock, heavily wattled, and fine Pied Pouters, for Yelloff

Fantails, good Owls and Barbs, imperfect but heavy Light Brahmas, and Buff
Cochins, and extra small Bantams.

B. HTJLSE, Box 23, Allentown, N. J., will exchange 1 imported Shep-
herd Pint, in pup; 1 Shepherd slut, 14 months old, out of imported slut

;

Fancy Pigeons, in variety, for B. or W. Leghorns, or any kind of Poland eggs,
Yellow owls, or Black Jacobins, or other offers.

H. n, SITHTH, Davenport, Iowa, will exchange eggs from pure bred
* Sharpless strain " Dark Brahmas, for a few sittings of D. B's from the Lady
Gwydyr strain. Must be pure.

FANCIER, Box 1:33, Tamaqua. Pa., wants to exchange 1 bird organ,
playing six tunes, valued $10 ; 1 violin, valued $15 ; 1 single barrel shot gun,
value 3P7.50; 1 electric battery, value ?20; 1 Parrot cage, valued .?5 ; 1 Fancy
Squirrel house, with large wheel attached, valued $10; 1 fancy white mice
house, cottage style, glass front, contaning 5 pair mice, valued S7.50 ; three
triple exhibition coops, standard size, valued $5 each ; 2 rabbit hutches, to
accommodate 8 pair rabbits, valued S15 each; 1 good rabbit dog, first-cliiss
hunter; also Fancy Pigeons and Light Brahmas, for offers. Want no live
stock.

I. J. I»IcKINSTRY, P.O.Box 123, Globe Village, Mnss , will ex-
change printing, for eggs of the following varieties, sent to me, express
charges prepaid: Brown Leghorn, Dark Brahma, Partridge Cochin, Golden
Poland, Iowa Game, and Pekin Duck eggs.

H. F. CHURCH) Newtown, Bucks Co., Pa., will exchange Brown
Leghorns, B. B. R. Game Hen, S12 violin, Black and Tan dog pup for GHme
Bantams. Good stock, and expect the same.

FANCIER, P. 0. Box 1041, "Williamsport, Pa., has 4 Black and Tnn
male pups, eight months old, pure bred, and well marked ; also a lull blnndfd
Irish Cocker Spaniel bitch, eight months old, liver color, to exchange for first-
class Brown Leghorn fowls, or eggs from same

C. Y. C. AliBEN, Sunman, Ripley Co., Ind., will exchange the follow-
ing choice varieties of seed potatoes: Victor, Carpenter's Seedling, Kxtra
Early Vermont, *^ompton's Surprise, Brownell's Beauty, New York Late RoFe,
for Strawberry Plants, or Chester White Pigs—pure stock as mine. I warrant
true to name.

I>. SHIELDS, Florence, Mass., will exchange eggs from high clnps
Elftck Hamburifs, Black Cochins, and Light Bnihmaa, for first class White
Fantail, Owls, Trumpeters, Barbs, or Carrier pigeons. None but white and
good stock wanted.

H. RUinMEIi, Florence, Mass., will exchange five Blue Red
; pullets and cockerels, for Black Reds. Nothing but good stock wanted,

N. V. KETCHIT]?! & BRO., 7 Fifth St., Brooklyn, E D., N. Y.,
will exchangt' a Yellow Bald Tumbler hen from premium stock, for either a
Yellow or Red Bald Tumbler cock. Bird must be A No. 1, as mine is.

D. S, McCAIiliUM", Ilornellsville, N. Y., will exchange six Ferrets,
two females and four males, of the white variety, for B. B. R. Game Bantams
or Fancy Pigeons, White Fans preferred.

BR. J. R. HOITSEL, McEwensville, Northumberland Co., Pa.,
will exchange a very fine Black Carrier hen, for an extra Black Carrier cock.
Ship at once, and on return I will send hen.

Want ED.
READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will he placed at the head of Exchange column.

JAIUES W. AVERY, No. 94, Oneida St., Milwaukee, 'Wis, wants
one Golden Sebright Bantam cockerel, well marked. Write quick, and give

full description of bird.

CHARLES B, PARKER, 308 Gay St., Baltimore, Md., wants
consignments of Pigeons, Guinea Pigs, Rabbits, Maltese Cats, Dogs, and all

kind of pet stock. Write before you ship, and give me a complete descrip-

tion of stock, and the price wanted. Commission, 20 per cent.

WM, H. FRV, Indianapolis, Ind., wants White Jacobins with pearl

eyes. Only first-class stock wanted ; either in pairs or odd birds. Give
lowest cash prices.

ADYEI^ISEyVlENTS

From reliable parties, on any subject interesting to Fanciers, will be inserted

at 20 cents per line of about twelve words, each insertion in the wide column.

Each number or initial will count as one word.

Transient advertisements, cash in advance ; six to twelve months, quarterly

in advance, or on presentation of the bill.

PliYOTOUTH ROCKS.—First and sperial premiums at BufTulo,

1875 ; first premium at Utica, 1876. Eggs, Iff2.00 per 13.

no.16 4t S. S. MORLEY, Clyde, N. Y.

200 BROWN LKGHORN FOWLS AND PTJI^IiETS
for sale, suitable for breeding, finely marked. Eggs for hatching from selected

birds; also eggs from two pens of Partridge Cochins, well penciled and puio

bred stock. eow M. A. FRY, Vineland, N. J.
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THE SUICIDAL CAT.

There was a man named Ferguson,
He lived on Market street;

lie had a S])cckled Thomas cat,

That couldn't well be beat;

He'd catch more rats and mice and sich

Than forty cats could eat.

This cat would come into the room
And climb upon a cheer;

And there he'd sit and lick hisscif.

And purr so awful queer
That Ferguson would yell at him

—

But still he'd purr-severe.

And then he'd climb the moon-lit fence,

And loaf around and yowl,
And split and claw another cat

Alongside of the jowl

;

And then ihey both would shake their tails,

And jump around and howl.

Oh, this here cat of Ferguson's
Was fearful then to see

;

He'd yell precisely like he was
In awful a^'ony

;

You'd think a first-cl.ass stomach-ache
Had struck a small baby.

And all the mothers in the street.

Waked by the horrid din,

Would rise right up and search their babes,
To find some worryin' pin;

And still this vigorous cat would keep
A liollerin' like sin.

And as for Mr. Ferguson,
'Twas more than he could bear.

And so he burled the boot-jack out.
Right through the midnight air;

But this vociferous Thomas cat,

Not one cent did he care.

For still he yowled and kept his fur
A standin' up on end,

And his old spine a doublin' up
As far as it would bend.

As if his hopes of happiness
Did on his lungs depend.

But while a curvin' of his spine.
And waiting to attack

A cat upon the other fence.

There came an awful crack
;

And this here speckled Thomas cat
Got busted in the back.

AVhen Ferguson came down next day,
There lay his old feline.

And not a "life was left of him.
Although he had nine

;

"All this has come," said Ferguson,
"Of curvin' of his spine."

Now all ye men whose tender hearts
This painful tale does rack.

Just take this moral to yourselves.
All of you, white .and black;

Don't ever go, like this here cat,

To gettiu' up your back.

STICK TO YOUR BUSH.
Mr. Morgan was a rich, and also a good man. The people of

the town respected him, sent him to Parliament, and seldom

undertook anything without asking his advice. If a school

house was to be built, the pKin had to be talked over with him.

Widow P asked him what she should plant in her field,

farmer S always got his advice in buying cattle, and Mrs.

R consulted him about bringing up her boys.

When asked how he was so successful, Mr. Morgan said :
" I

will tell yon how it was. One day, when I was a lad, a party of

boys and girls were going to a distant pasture to pick whortleber-

ries. I w.anted to go with them, but was fearful that my falher

wonld not let me. When I told him what was going on, and lie

at once g.ive me permission to go with them, I could hardly

contain myself for joy, and rushed into the kitchen and got a big

basket, and asked mother for a luncheon. I had the basket on

my arm, and was just going out of the gate, when my father

called me back. He took hold of my hand, and said, in a very

gentle voice: 'Joseph, wh.it are you going for, to pick berries or

to play ?
' 'To pick berries,' I replied. ' Then, Joseph, I w.ant

to tell 3'ou one thing. It is this : When you find a pretty good
bush, do not leave it lo find a better one. The other boys and
girls will run about, picking a little here and a little there, wast-

ing a groat deal of time, and not getting many berries. If you
do as they do, you will come home with an empty basket. If

you want berries, stick to your bush.'

" I went with the party, and we had a capital time. But it

was just as my father said. No sooner had one found a good
bush than he called to the rest, and they left their several places

and ran off to the new-found treasure. Not content more than

a minute or two in one place, they rambled over the whole pas-

ture, got very tired, and at night had but very few berries. My
father's words kept running in my ears, and I ' stuck to my bush.'

When I had done with one, I found another, and finished that

;

then I took another. When night came, I had a large basket full

of nice berries, more than all the others put together, and was
not half so tired as they were. I went home happy. But when
I entered I found my father had been taken ill. He looked at my
basket full of ripe blackberries, and said, ' Well done, Joseph.

Was it not just as I told you? Always stick to your bush.'

" He died a few days after, and I had to make my way in the

world as best I could. But my father's words sunk deep into my
mind, and I never forgot the experience of the whortleberry

party—I ' stuck to my bush.' When I had a fair place, and was

doing tolerably well, I did not leave it and spend weeks and

months in finding one a little better. When other young men said :

" Come with us, and we will make a fortune in a few weeks,"

I shook my head and ' stuck to my bush.' Presently my employ-

ers offered to take me into business with them. I stayed with

the old house until the principals died, and then I had everything

I wanted. The habit of sticking to my business led people to
trust me, and gave me a character. I owe all I have and am to

this motto—'stick to your bush.'"

—

Moore's Rural ]Sew Yorker.
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PodLji^Y DEpy^F^TNENT-

THE SEASON HAS COME ROUND AGAIN,
When the poullry keeper i.«, or should be, busy. The fine

waiTO days in late April and the beginning of May have been

highly f:ivoraI)Ie to the young chicks already out, and those com-

ing, about this time.

AVc are a month or six weeks ahead of last season, therefore

—

April and March especially, in 1875, having been unusually cold

and unfortunate for early spring work in tlie hatching-houses

for that year. In the north, and throughout New England

generally, much better success has attended the sitting of hens

this season, over last year's efforts.

Great cave should now be exorcised^ that the young broods

realize no drawbacks for the next few weeks. Tlie nights are

still chilly, and many days will be too cold yet for exposing

them unduly. Feed them often, keep them well housed during

May, supply tliem witii nourishing food and pure water, and the

attention especially bestowed at this time will be amply repaid in

their increased and increasing tlirift.

EXTRAORDINARY BIRDS.

It is amusing to an experienced poultry breeder and handler of

this kind of live stock, to peruse occasionally tlie wondrous ac-

counts that find their way into print, from time to time, in cer-

tain agricultural papers. Here is a yarn, for instance, that fell

under our notice recently in one of these papers that pretends to

give advice to its readers about "the management of liens, to

make them lay constantly."

The writer tells how he fed his birds, and says "I once had a

trio of Black Spanish chickens which, with one golden Pheasant

hen, were confined in a yard four feet by twelve, and feeding

them thus, at five months old they began laying, and for eiglit

months afterwards they never failed to lay one each day, with

the exception of a few of the very coldest days of winter, the

number of their eggs in that time reaching almost seven hund-

red. But the food and care necessary for egg producing were

continued during the whole time."

Now we call this " trio of chickens and one hen," a quartette

of very extraordinary birds ! There were but three females, and

for eight months they never failed to lay one egg each, daily,

except a few days in tlie very coldest of winter. They were

hatched in March—and consequently "at 5 months old" they

began to lay in August—and kept right on for 8 months after-

wards. This would have made ihem over a year old, when tliey

stopped laying.

Now we would like to know when these fovfls moulted '? We
all know that once in a year these birds must naturally have

shed their feathers. Did they lay " every day " during this

process? In eight months there are {inclnding Sundays) 24.5

days. If they laid seven hundred eggs in that period, the three

hens must have averaged 233 eggs apiece—or, they must all

have laid on 233 of the 243 days after commencing—including

the usual 2 or 3 months all fowls occupy in moulting, annually

—

when, within our experience, they lay no eggs !

"Verily these chickens must have been a very valuable ?nd ex-

ceptional trio—if this tale could be verified. But as it is evident-

ly a gross error, or a clear humbug and impossibility, we leave it

as we find it; wiih the single remark that such nonsense should

not obtain currency in a public journal that ought to be better

informed about egg-laying, or else that the edition sliould cea.«e

recommending their false ideas about such matters to intelligent

readers.

It is not impossible that a hen may lay from the time she her/ins

—under the most favorable circumstances—230 eggs in a full

twelvemonth. But to do this in the first year of her existence,

and shed her feathers meanwhile, would be a performance that

we never knew of, and which we do not believe ever occurred in

the world.—" Next !
"

THE CHICAGO EXHIBITION.
To The Public:

I have received issues of Fanciers' Journal of March 2d and

9th, containing the articles "A Singular Proceeding," " The Chi-

cago Exhibition—More Light," and having given them a careful

examination, I pronounce them a series of misrepresentations from
beginning to end.

At the conclusion of the second article it is stated that I have

sent in my resignation, the inference being that I have severed my
connection with the association. This I beg to state is not the

case. I am still Secretary and Treasurer of the association, and

do not propose to desert the ship, at least not until the present

" squall " is over.

It was well understood by every gentleman present at the elec-

tion of officers, that I only accepted a re-election for the purpose

of closing up the business of the exhibition, and a vacancy was

left on the Executive Committee for me when my place as Secre-

tary was taken by another. I have stated to some of my corres-

pondents that I had expressed to the Executive Committee a wish

to be relieved from the duties of the office when my accounts had

been audited by the Finance Committee; but I have authorized

no one to announce my resignation, and such use of the contents

of a private letter I consider a gross breach of faith.

The first charge laid at our door—that we paid our bills before

paying our premiums seems too silly for refutation. Is the Fan-

ciers' Journal aware that when the National Association com-

menced business it had no money in its treasury ; that up to the

time of the exhibition it never received enough to pay current

expenses ; that it never had a corporate existence, and that the

only way it could obtain coops to put the fowls into, and stoves

to keep them warm, was by pledging the credit of individual

members, and would the F. J. have these gentlemen who so kindly

guaranteed the payment of the bills pay them out of their own
pockets ?

I don't think the fanciers of America demand any such sacri-

fice of individuals, and I have the best of reasons for believing

that the Fanciers' Journal in its present utterances is not the

organ of the fanciers of this country, but the mouth])iece of a

small faction of sore heads, who endeavor to make up in noise

what they lack in number and influence.

If any testimony as to the course usually pursued in such cases

were neetded, I would say that an Ex-Pre.sident of the Illinois

State Agricultural Society stated to me that his association al-

ways paid their bills first although they were several times un-

able to pay their premiums in full, and he had never known an

association to pursue any other course, and I can procure such

testimony from scores of men if necessary.

The second charge of disorderly conduct brought against us is
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as follows :
" But wlii/ the exhibitors are to cnrri/ this debt we are un-

alile to tell. * * * * It would have been an easy thin;/ to have

vutde an arriinijement with the fienllinian wliofurnished the stoves and

pi/)es, $i$(}.00 {he certainli/ oiyhi to have cotijidenee in the societi/),

with the owners of the Exposition Buildinri, 81,011.00, and other

debtors in tliat city by which their claims cotild have been deferred at a

fair rate of interest until tliefuture receipts come in."

Tn the first place, cxhiliitors were asked to bear the hurden,

because they reaped the greatest benefit from the show, and re-

ceived sixty-five per cent, of the premiums offered, which in itself

constitHtcil a large premium, and because they were many of them

officers and meml)crs of the society. With very few exceptions

they were satisfied with the arrangement, and do not, as the F.

J. would have us believe, ask the man who pnt up the stoves, and

the man that made the coops, who know nothing of, and cared

nothing for, the association, to wait a year for pay for work

which was done cheaply and well ; and lastly the exhibitors were

asked to do this because it was believed they would be willing to

share with those who did the work, the burdens of the exhibition,

and because we do not believe them what the Fanciers' Journal

represents tbem to be,—a band of Shylocks clamoring for their

pounds of flesh. If the exhibitors were unwilling to take the

promises of the Association for thirty-five per cent, of their claims

liow could they expect others to take them for the full amount

due them ?

The charge that money donated by poultry fitnciers was used to

pay premiums on dogs, / deny.

The charge that money donated for premiums was appropriated

for expenses of the exhibition, 1 deny.

The charge that exhibitors have not received the full sixty-five

per cent, of the premiums awarded them, I deny, and I challenge

the Fanciers' Journal, or any one else, to show proof of any of

these assertions so recklessly made.

The fact that the amount of cash received in donations falls

short of the amount in the published list is explained by the fact

that all of the newspapers and journals paid part of their dona-

tions in advertising, and some of them paid all in that way. Had
the Fanciers ' Journal been one of the papers that assisted the

Association by a donation it would have understood this.

The assertion that a pair of pigeons were sold without orders,

and the owner can not get a satisfactory explanalion, undoubtedly

refers to a Pittsburgh party, as it is the only case of the kind,

and shows how slight a foundation the F. J. required for its

charges. The pigeons were sold by a gentleman in Milwaukee

(who supposed he was authorized to sell them) to a gentleman in

this city, and the money delivered to me to be sent to the owner.

As the biids did not go back with the other fowls, the Pittsburgh

party inquired for them and I informed him that they had been

sold as above, supposing he had forgotten that he commissioned

any one to sell them, and he would get the money ($.o.OO) when
his premiums were sent him. He replied that he had authorized

no one to sell them, and demanded their return. I imnwdiately

wrote him that both buyer and seller were gentlemen of charac-

ter and he would undoubtedly get his pigeons at once, and wrote

to the buyer to send them back, pre pay charges, and send bill

to me. He replied that he bought them in good faith and would

not return them until he had conferred with the Milwaukee

gentleman, etc., etc. After writing five or six letters, I refunded

the money to the buyer and referred the parties to each other for

settlement, and suppose that all is now satisfactorily arranged.

Neither the association nor myself were in any way to blame for

the muddle.

Some of the accusations by the editor of the F. J. are so stupid

as to be actually funny. He complains because the " miscellaneous

disbursements in small siom * * * ivhich had nothing to do

with tile exhibition, were promptly paid." In other words, he thinks

wc ought not to have paid for the book in which we enrolled the

names of the members as they came in at the organization of the

society until after we had paid aur premiums.

And then again he says, (referring to the statement), " Jt

shoivs over $.3,000 oji hand, and yet does not state what was done

with this amount." If our editorial friend had examined the state-

ment more closely he would have seen it showed the condition of

th'mgs before any of the jneminins were paid, and as sixty-five per

cent, of $4,618 00 (the amount awarded) is $.3,003.00, it might

have suggested that there was where the 53,003 03 would " do

the most good."

In reply to the general charge of fraud made by the Fanciers'

Journal, 1 desire to say that the Finance Committee of this

Association is compo.<cd of three gentlemen who are believed to

be both honest and capalde, and until they discover some crook-

edness in the management of affairs (to say nothing of the injus-

tice of the thing), it ill becomes the Fanciers' Joohnal to

impugn the integrity of any indlTidual or association of individ-

uals.

What incentive the Fanciers' Journal can have for weaving

such a tissue of falsehoods I know not, except it be the hope of

gaining a cheap popularity, or the hostility which it, circulating

chiefly on the Atlantic seaboard, naturally feels to a movement

which tends to centralize the interest which supports it at some

distant point. But even these do not account for that malignity

which denies to a cause to which it is ostensibly friendly the fair

treatment which honorable journalism grams to an acknowl-

edged foe.

The gist of the matter is simply this : The officers of the

National Association inaugurated a movement, not for their own
aggrandizement, but for the good of this interest, and, cheered

on by the fanciers of the entire country, they became over san-

guine, and offered a list of premiums, amounting to over nine

thousand dollars, an unprecedented amount. The number of

entries fell far short of what they had been led to expect, and

the expenses amounted to double what they supposed they would

be, in consequence of which they fell short 35 per cent, on their

awards.

This balance they promise to pay from the proceeds of the

next exhibition, and as they have all necessary coops and fixtures

on hand, the outlay for the next show will be much less. If the

exhibitors do not believe in the permanence of the poultry inter-

est, and are not willing to take the promises of the Association

for this amount, then I think those gentlemen who have spent

their energies in promoting the poultry interest in the West,

particularly those ofiicers of the National Association who are

not pecuniarily interested in the breeding or sale of fowls, and

who have enlisted solely for love of the thing, had better "hang up

the fiddle and the bow," and devote their attention to things which

yield more solid satisfaction.

Respectfully yours,

CnAS. P. Willard.

P. S.—I have written tliis article without consultation with

other officers of the Association, and they should not be held

responsible for the views which I have expressed.

BREEDING TO STANDARD.
A subscriber in New Hampshire is informed that it has long

been held as a settled thing among breeders of either animals or

fowls, that the influence of the sire is pre-eminent. In horses,

cattle, swine, sheep,—with dogs, rabbits, fowls, or pigeons, the

principle is the same. The blood of the male predominates, in

all cases.

In breeding domestic poultry, a prime, vigorous cock of any

given variety, bred to well selected hens, gives us the best average
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progeny. It does not matter that the mate be over-sized, of his

kind ; but in stamina, good constitution, condition, accurate

plumage, etc., it is requisite tliat your favorite male brecdin

bird should be in no respect deficient.

With such a sire, and hens of their sort the largest and best

developed specimens to be had, from your own flocks or other

wise, you may best succeed in producing subsequent stock to

your liking.

But in all cases the impress of the sire {if he be full bred) will

be nnmistiikably seen in the chicks, at maturity, and amongst

the cockerels especially. To continue your strain to best ad-

vantage, breed only your pullets back to the old cock, and dis-

pose of the young male birds. Select the finest for successive

breeding, and never use brothers and sisters, if you would have

uniformity, in a general way, among the progeny of your orig-

inal stock.

By following this rule alone, can you hope for the best results,

but the strong blood of the first sire will crop out for many years

in succession, and with careful selection and mating a "standard

strain " may be thus established that will commend itself, in a

very few seasons. Spangle.

LISTEN TO THE DUNGHILL.
Cock-a-d-o-o-dle-do-oo,

I'm a ye-e-ar older than you-u-u.

Thusly comes Zero to the front, like unto a big charge of

powder and a small portion of shot from an old flint lock musket,

hurting as usual no one excc))t the man in the rear. What we

"surmised"—that the attack on the Standard was merely the

result of a personal quarrel between different parties, was /jerfectli/

correct. Please do, Mr. Zero, allow us to surmise just once more

that if any man on this continent knew all about the whole thing,

" Thou art the man." What are our individual efforts at breed-

ing, whether they are good, bad, or indifferent, to do with the

Standard f Who cares a penny whether you are a fair or unfair

man? Stick to the text, cold blooded friend, your self admira-

tion don't come in now. Who said the Standard was perfect ?

Wo did not. Perfection is a scarce article just now in this

world, but the Standard is, as said Miss Watts of the Bruhmas,

' about the best we ever had." Where do you find in the Stand-

ard, instructions for mating up breeding stock ? We suppose

that even the youngest know that in Light Brahmas, we use

more color in breeding stock, than we wish to produce in the off-

spring. The Standard docs not need to mention these things.

As to birds " mating in the pen," don't you know that this rule

will apply only in exhibition trios, when the plumage of the

male differs from that of the female, and that birds are often

exhibited in pairs, or singly, principally to avoid this disqualifi-

cation ? You seem to be old enough to use even a little common

sense in connection with the subject, even if you are disposed to

leave it all at home, when judging by the Standard. As to the

" certain instrument," (you have a fashion of saying nothing for

sure) we suppose you mean the constitution of U. S. Well ! We
sincerely hope you enjoy the labor of the "wisest," and fre-

quently read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest, the whole batch,

amendments and all, and swallow your nigger on toast with an

humble air. But as you seem to enjoy any change in the Stand-

ard, if you will take the trouble to read, you will find that at

Chicago, some alteration was made which was thought advisable

by some of the representative breeders of the nation, also steps

taken for other changes, thought to be desirable. Is this not the

true course? If not, please enlighten our feeble mind. Tell us

and our friends how you breed s. If not bred to Stand-

ard, perhaps it would be a godsend to your customers if not to

you,. to advertise the fact. Tell us of the 1st class (or any other

class, for that matter) show, of the past season, which did not

use our Standard. Tell us of the Brooklyn show which could

not run without the Standard, after advertising to ignore it.

Oh ! In certain cases you " accept it faithfully, and abide by it

loyally." We are too little and too young to give advice, but do

accept our little "peep," which is when you win prizes, or dis-

pose of stock, you will "accept it faithfully, abide by it loyally,"

and breed to it joyfully. Put this one little chew " in your pipe

and smoke it." We did not deny its use to Judges or Editors.

What we did say was, it was not made "principally forjudges

or newspaper men," meaning that hundreds, yes, thousands of

breeders study it and use it, where one judge or editor does,

and if you would take the trouble to think, or ask some one, you

would know this without being informed through the Jouknal.

Your disgusting attempts at fawning and caressing the A. P. A.,

while attempting to shoot their offspring (the Standard) in the

back, need no comments. Do tell us, in your winning way,

why are you kicking like an enraged mule ? It cannot be at the

A. P. A., for in your own words, "there is no accusation again.'-t

them." Not at the Standard, for in cases of importance, you
" accept it faithfully, and abide by it loyally." Not only is the

Standard our law, not law forced upon us, but law willingly

obeyed by a law abiding band. It is in the well chosen words of

one of the brethren, "one of the links that binds together in

unity the Fanciers of America." Lastly, Mr. Zero, in your

next effusion on infants, your personal behavior at shows, &c.

&c., tell us, do tell us, what on earth you are kicking at. Are

you only trying to get warm? Is it the personal quarrel re-

ferred to, or is it the feeble, gentle, soothing " chirps" of

Young Breeder.

POULTRY SHOW AT DUNKIRK, N. Y.

Fredonia, N. Y., April 26th 1876.

Friend Wade :

Herewith I send you report of Cbatuauqua Co. Poultry Show,

at Dunkirk, N. Y. Yours,

Geo. S. Josseltn.

the tremium list.

Asiatic Class —Light Brahmas, cock, 1st, G. S. Josscljn
;

2d and 3d, T. D. Hammond; hen, 1st and 2d, Geo. S. Josselyn
;

3d, T. D. Hammond; cockerel, 1st and 3d, T. D. Hammond; 2d,

G. S. Josselyn ;
pullet, 1st .and 3d, T. D. Hammond; 2d, G. S.

Josselyn. Chas. Street, Buffalo, Judge.

Dark Brahmas, cock, 1st, Geo. Kesseguie ; 2d, O. T. Briggs
;

3d, W. S. French; hen. 1st, Geo. Eesseguie; 2d and 3d, G. S.

Josselyn ; cockerel, 1st and 3d, G. S. Josselyn; 2d, Geo. Ressc-

guie; pullet, 1st and 3d, Geo. S. Josselyn ; 2d, Geo. Kesscguie. G.

L. Williams and W. P. Atkinson, Judges.

Buff Cochins, cock, 1st, A. McLaren; 2d,Wm. A. Fox; hen,

1st, A. McLaren ; 2d, Wm. A. Fox G. L.Williams, Judge.

Partridge Cochins, cock, 1st, W. A. Koch; hen, 1st, W. A.
Koch ; 2d and 3d, G. S. Josselyn ; cockerel, 1st, 2d and 3d, G. S.

Josselyn
;
pullet, 1st and 2d, G. S. Josselyn; 3d, A. G. Barlow.

G. L. Williams, Judge.
Black Cochins, cockerel, 1st, S.O.Meiniger ; 2d,C. A. Fletcher;

pullet, 1st, S. O. Meiniger ; 2d, C. A. Fletcher. G. L. Williams,

Judge.
White Cochins, cockerel, 1st, C. A. Fletcher; 2d,Wm. Cranston

;

hen, 1st, Wm. Cranston ; 2d and 3d, C. A. Fletcher. G. M. Will-

iams, Judge.
Dorking Class. No entrv.

Game Class.—B. B. Red, cock, 1st, H. A. Record; 2d, A.
McLaren ; 3d, Geo B. Starr ; hen, 1st and 2d, H. A. Record ; 3d,

A. McLaren; cockerel, 1st, W. P. Atkinson; 2d A. McLaren;
pullet, 1st, W. H, Atkinson ; 2d, A. McLaren. S. Curtis, Jmli^e.

Earl Derby, cock, 1st, H. McLaren ; hen, 2d, A. McLaren.

Brown Red, cock, 1st A. McLaren; 2d and 3d, Jennings &
Richardson; pullet, 1st, A. McLaren.

Silver Duckwing, cock, E. Hayler ; 2d, A. McLaren ; hen, 1st,

E. Hayler ; 2d, A, McLaren ; cockerel, 1st, A. McLaren
;

pidlct,

Isf, A. McLaren.
Golden Duckwing, cockerel, Ist, A. McLaren; jiullct, 1st, A.

McLaren.
Red Pile, cock, 1st, A. McLaren; 2d, T. E. Pierce.



May 8, 187G.] THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. 201

Wliito Game, cockerel, 1st, A. McLaren; pullet, 1st, A. Mc-

Laren.
Ginser Kcd, cockerel, 1st, Jennings & Richardson

;
pullet, 1st,

2d and 3il, Jennint;s & Kicliaidson.

Irish Grey, cocli, 2d A. McLaren ; hen, 2d, A. McLaren.

Spangled, cock, 1st A. McLaren ;
hen, 1st and 2d, A. McLaren

;

pullet, 3d, F. E. Pierce.

Black Game, cock, 1st, A, McLaren; pullet, 1st, A, McLaren;

2d, .lennings & Kichardson,

Blue Heil, cockerel, 1st, W. J. Oaks, 2d, Jennings & Kichard-

son
;

pullet, 1st, W. J, Oaks.

Leghorn Class.—White, hen, 1st and 2d, J. M. Beebc ; 3d,

A. G. Barlow; cockerel, 1st and 3d, W. P. Atkinson ; 2d, E. J.

Thompson
;
pullet, 1st and 2d, W. P. Atkinson; 3d, A. G.Koch.

Fred. Maston, Judge.
Brown, cock, 1st, W. P. Atkinson ; hen, 1st, W. P. Atkinson ;

cockerel, 1st, J. M. Beehe ; 3d, Dr. Pond & Son
;
pullet, 1st and

ad, J. M. Bcebe ; 3d, E. J. Tliompson.

Black, cock, 1st, Dr. Pond & Son ; hen, 1st, Dr. Pond & Son

;

pullet, 1st, Dr. Pond & Son.

HAMuniiG Class.—SilverSpangIed,hen, 1st, E. J. Thompson
;

2d, W. P. Atkinson; 3d, C. A. Fletcher. Fred. Maston, Judge.

Golden Spangled, cock, 1st, Dr. Pond & Son ; hen, 1st and 2d,

Dr. Pond & Son ; cockerel, 1st, Hiram R Iph ; 2d, Dr. Pond &
Son; 3d, C. A. Fletcher; pullet, 1st, Dr. Pond & Son.

Golden Penciled, hen, 1st, Dr. Pond & Son
;
pullet, 1st, A. Mc-

Laren 2d, Dr. Pond & Son.

Polish Class.—Golden, plain, cock, 1st A. McLaren; hen,

1st, A. McLaren
;
pullet, 1st, A. McLaren.

Golden Bearded, cock, 1st, W. P. Atkinson
;
pullet, 1st, W. P.

AtkinsoTi.

White Crested Black, cockerel, 1st, J. M, Becbe ;
pullet, 1st,

J. M. Beebe.

Frkncu Class.—Crevo Cceurs, hen, 1st, F. S. French.
Houdans, cock. 1st, F. H, Koch; hen, 1st and 2d, i\ H. Koch

;

2d, W. H. Scott; cockerel, 1st, J. M, Beebe; pullet, 1st, J. M.
Beebe.

LaFleche, cock, 1st and 2d, S. W. Bond ; hen, 1st and 2d, S.

W. Bond; cockerel, 1st, S. W. Bond; pullet, 1st, S. W. Bond.
Class Game Bantams.—B. B. Red, cock, 1st, Edw. B. Smith

;

2d, A. McLaren; 3d, A. S, Kigdon ; hen, 1st, Edw. B, Smith;
2d, A. McLaren ; 3d, A. S. Rigdon; cockerel, 1st, Edw. B.

Smiih; 2d, A. McLaren ; 3d, W. P. Atkinson; pullet, 1st, Edw.
B. Smith ; 2d, A. McLaren ; 3d, A. S. Rigdon. S. Curtis, Judge.
Yellow Duekwing, cock, Isr, W. P. Atkinson ; hen, 1st, W. P,

Atkinson ; cockerel, 1st, Edw. B.Smith; 2d, A. McLaren
;
pullet,

Edw. B. Smith ; 2d, A. McLaren.
Silver Duekwing, cock, 1st, Edw. B. Smith; hen, 1st, Edw.

B. Smith; cockerel, 1st, A. McLaren; 2d, Edw. B. Smith; pul-

let, 1st, Edw B. Smith ; 2d, A. McLaren.
Rumpless, cock, 1st, L. Haggerty.
Turkey Class.—Bronze, 1st, C. L. Woodward; 2d, O. F.

Briggs. W. P. Atkinson, Judge.
Geese.—Toulouse, 1st, C. L. Woodward; 2d, E. J, Thomp-

son.

Brown China, 1st, 0. F. Briggs.

Duck Class.—Pekin, Old, 1st, 0. L. Woodward. Young, 1st

and 2d, A. Merrill.

Kanakee, 1st, C. L. Woodward.
Roian, 1st, E. J. Thompson.
Pigeon Class.—There were 34 various pairs in this class, and

being without compctiiion, W. P. Atkinson took all the premiums.
Geo. S. Josselyn, Judge.
Birds.—N. A. Parrot, W. P. Atkinson, best.
African Canary, Geo P. Isham, best.

Virginia Cardinal ; 2d, A. G. Koch.
South African Pai-rot, Carl Zentz, best.

Schwastzenwald Canary, Carl Zentz, best.

Gorman Canary, C. Heintz, best.

Rabbits—Lop Ear Madagascar buck, (self color,) 1st, W. P.
Atkinson.
Lop Ear Madagascar buck, (broken color,) 1st, Pondand Son.
Lop Ear Madagascar doe, (self color,) 1st, W. P. Atkinson.
l^op Ear Madagascar doe, (brukon color,) 1st, Pond & Son.
Angora buck, 1st, Atkinson; 2d, Pond & Son.
Angora doe, 1st, W. P. Atkinson; 2d, Pond & Son.
Himalayan buck, 1st, W. P. Atkinson; doe, 1st, W. P. Atkin-

son. Geo. S. Josselyn, Judge.

A Nevt Test.—Aunt (in alarm). "Surely you've eaten

enough, haven't you, Tommy V Tommy (in doubt). " Ff-f-feel

TURKEYS-HATCHING UNDER DIFFICULTIES.
Talk about " eternal vigilance " as the price of liberty—and

poultry; but from the following bit of experience it would seem

that the highest success, in turkey management, at least, is not

always dependent on conformity to established rules, and the most

tender handling and care.

I had one hen sitting on ten turkey eggs at the side of the door

of the sitting-room in the hen house. The door fastens by a

wooden latch on the inside, and is opened from the outside by

putting one's finger through an inch hole and pushing the latch

up.

My "ncphey " atwo-and a-half-year-old piece of enterprise, got

into the way of poking a stick into this hole, by which he could

raise the latch and thus enjoy an occasional peep into precincts he

knew he was not allowed to enter. The hen at the door seems to

have particularly engaged his attention. Her threatening attitude,

I liad noticed, ke|>t him at bay, and although I had several times

seen him with the door open, I felt sure he would never pass the

threshold while that hen sat there.

But the time spent at the door was not unemployed, as I dis-

covered a few days afterwards, when the time came for taking the

hen with her newly hatched brood from the nest. What all do

you suppose I found in that nest ? Well, there were two corn-

cobs, one piece of grape-vine, two brick-bats, a small piece of a

grind-stone, a harrow tooth, a tin cup, a piece of boot leg, four

good sized chips, and a number of smaller chips and scraps of

various kinds.

But with all tliese, there were the ten young turkey chicks from

the ten eggs, all strong and lively, and ready to leave what was

certainly the most novel looking hens' nest I ever saw.

If the success achieved by these turkey chicks in this their first

battle for existence may be taken as an indication of their future

vigor and powers of endurance, who can estimate the glory which

awaits them in the poultry world a few years hence ? Had the

case come under the observation of Darwin, he would, no doubt,

hiive predicted them at once the progenitors of a new race.

Illini, Jr. in Prarie Farmer.

LAST YEAR'S COCKERELS.
We suppose that nearly all who go in for breeding fowls to any

extent find at the end of the autumn that they have a lot of super-

fluous cockerels, and do not know what todo with them. We think

there are many of our fresh hands, who are but as yet young in

the craft, that then want to part with these birds at any cost.

They fill up the runs and get in the way of the growing chickens,

or break through their bounds and appear in forbidden places,

worrying the hens, and altogether getting terribly in the way. So,

perhaps, these cockerels are offered for sale at ridiculously low

prices, or are made into soup and used in the kitchen. Now,

many of these birds are really the birds which make the winning

two-year-old cocks. We would recommend great care being taken

in weeding out these cockerels. So many of our young hands

fancy because such birds never won a prize in their youth that

they will not in time to come. No idea can be more deceptive, for

over and over again we have noticed that the best two-year-old

cocks are the birds which, as cockerels, were nothing very grand.

We should state that we allude to Dorkings, Cochins, Brahmas,

French and Polands more especially.

Very rarely have we noticed that these cockerels (especially in

Cochins) which make such a sensation in their first year come

much to the front after their moult, and their places are filled in the

second year by birds which, though they were perh.ips of the

same brood as the winning chickens were looked upon as

" ugly ducklings," and ran risks of being eaten or sold cheaply.

The old hands know better, and can often spot a bird which is to

make the winner in his second year ; but the amateurs, for whoni
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we especially write, are not up to the full knowledge of breedinf;,

and Bo repeatedly make away with valuable birds. We did it our-

selves when we began, and we can well remember selling a late

cockerel mnny years ago for 15s., which after his moult came out

a winner over and over again at good places. The best of this

case, however, was that the purchaser expected for 15s. to get a

show bird then and there ; so when the bird came he wrote back

indignantly, saying a " weed " had been sent which was not worth

2s. 6rf ., and we then in our simplicity sent the man a sitting of eggs

to induce him to keep the bird, as we had no room at home. It

was consequently very mortifying to see the " weed " winning in

the next year wherever he went. This, however, is annually

happening to very many—we mean the parting with valuable

birds because they do not then come up to the ideal standard

which the eye tells them they should do.

We know of several breeders who go round at the Birmingham

and the Crystal Palace shows, tlioroughly examining every speci-

men, to see if they can see there any bird which promises to make
np into a good two-year-old, and if they find such they will buy

them at any price in reason, and over and over again those birds

are birds which do not in their first year even get a commenda-

tion card. Only a few days ago we read in a contemporary how
Mr. Hinton had a Polish cockerel which never won a prize as a

chicken, and yet after his moult became a notorious bird. And
to quote a case which came quite under our own eyes: One of the

first-prize Cochin cocks at the last Bristol show was a bird

which not only never won as a chicken, or looked even approach-

ing the exhibition form, but was not thought even worthy of be-

ing bred from, though we confess we never did agree in this re-

spect. Still this bird with plenty of good living thickened and

filled out, and came out from his moult one of the best cocks of

the color of the year, and has never been shown without win-

ning a first prize or cup.

We shall, perhaps, be asked to account for this. We can only

answer that we conclude that exhibiting a young bird of a large

or heavy breed to any extent weakens his constitution ; or he is

marked as a promising bird and a likely future winner, and is

petted and pampered with meat or spiced foods, and so being forced

on in his early months, he has not the vigor and constitution to

thicken out and develop, and come out from his moult large and

bright in plumage. It is not alw.ays so, of course, but we repeat

that overshown birds and champion cockerels rarely make old

cocks of note, and we look forward to next autumn to see how
the Buff Cochin cockerel which has so often come to the front in

the past season will then appear after his moult ; that he will

never make the bird that Mr. W. A. Burnell's is we feel pretty

sure. But to return to last year's cockerels generally. Let us not

discard any birds which, possessing in moderation the proper

points, want only weight or size, for such birds when allowed to

run together in a good run will amply rep.ay all trouble and food

expended upon them. We would recommend such birds not being

bred from the first year, and being well fed on good food twice a

day, allowing them to have as much as they will eat at a meal.

They can live together, in a shady run if possible, all through the

summer, and then about the early part of September, or even in

the last weeks of August, they would do well if taken up and
placed in little pens—four or five feet square would do perfectly

;

and then when well fed three times a day, and supplied with plenty

of green food and dust, they will moult out well, and often make
up well into valuable two-year-olds. We mean that discretion

must be used, and the birds selected, as we before said, which,

possessing the required points, only need size and weight. Nearly

every breeder has such birds, and two or three worthy of this

treatment can generally be scleited in January or February from

the superior cockerels which are usually found in establishments of

any size.— iV-, in Journal of Horticulture.

CHICKENS.
" I didn't !" says Chip. " You did !" says Peep.
" How do you know ?—you were fast asleep !"

" I was under manmiy's wing,
Stretching my legs like anything,
When all of a sudden I turmd aronnd,
For close beside me I heard a sound

—

A little tip and a little tap."
" Fiddle-de dee! You'd had a nap.
And when yon were only halfawake
Heard an icicle somewhere break."

" What's an icicle V " I don't know
;

Rooster tells about ice and snow

—

Something that isn't as good as meal

—

That drops down on you and makes you squeal."
" Well ! swallow booster's tales, I beg

!

And think you didn't come out of an egg!
I lell you I heard the old shell break,
And the first small noise you ever could m.ake ;

And mammy croodled, and pufled her breast,

And pushed us further out of the nest.

Just to make room enough for you

;

And there's your shell—I say it's true !"

Chip looked over his shoulder then.

And there it lay by the old gray hen

—

Half an egg-shell, chipped and brown.
And he was a ball of yellow down

—

Clean and chipper, and smart and scry.

With the pertest bill and the blackest eye !

'H'm !" said he, with a little perk,
' That is a wonderful piece of work !

Peep, you silly I don't you see

That shell isn't nearly as big as mel
Whatever you say, miss, I declare

I never, never, never could get in there !

' You did !" says Peep. " I didn't !" says Chip

;

With that he gave her a horrid nip,

And Peep began to dance and peek,

And Chip stuck out his wings and neck.
They pranced, and struck, and capered about.

Their toes turned in and their wings spread out.

As angry as two small chicks could be,

Till Mother Dorking turned to see.

She cackled and clucked, and called in vain

—

At it they went with might and main

—

Till at last the old hen used fcr beak.

And Peep and Chip, with many a squeak.
Staggered off on either side.

With a very funny skip and stride.

' What dreatiful nonsense I" said Mother Hen,
AVhen she heard the story told again

;

' You're bad as the two-legs that don't h.ive wings
;

Nor feathers nor combs—the wretched things!

That's the way they fight and talk

For what isn't worth a mullein-stalk.

What does it matter, I'd like to know.
Where you came from or where yon go?
Keep your temper and earn your food

;

I can't scratch worms for a fighting brood.

I won't have quarrels—I will have peace

;

I hatched out chickens, so don't be geese
!"

Chip scratched his ear with his yellow claw.

The meekest chicken that ever you saw
;

And Peep in her feathers curled one leg.

And said to herself: "But he was an egg !"

REMEDIES FOR LICE ON ANIMALS.
There are several excelent remedies for lice on animals; but

amomg them all, perhaps, oil is the most efficacious and harmless.

None but sweet oil, or the best kind of lamp oil, or winter strained

machine oil, should be used for such a purpose. If linseed oil, or

some other kinds of oil, be used, it will dry, and the hair of the ani-

mals will all stick together in dry, hard bunches. Let oil be poured

on the backs of live stock and on their necks and tails, and rub it

in thorough!)'. If lice take np their quarters on the dewlap, give

t a good oiling, and they will soon bid adieu to such oleaginous

climes. Oil should be ap])lied when the weather is warm, rather

than when it is very cold ; because in cold weather lice keep quiet,
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and will not deposit many eggs. Let it be kept in mind iliat lice

never deposit tlicir eggs on oily liair.

We were once raisins^ a lot of tiirkeys which were aboutas large

as (|»ails, when they began tu droop and appeared lileless. Upon
examination they were all found to be as lousy as an 1-gyptian,

Every one of them was caught, and sweet oil was rubbed on their

heads and poured on them, under the wings—giving them a good

sopping— and in three days not a louse coiild be found, and the

turkeys soon began to flap their wings and move about wiih

agility.

i Mercurial ointment or " nnguentum," which is made of mer-

cury mingled with lard, is often recommended for lice. But it is

a dangerous remedy ; and is no more efficacious than oil. I ap-

plied mercurial ointment once to my calves, which were lousy

;

and it made them so sick, that I feared, for some time, I should

lose them. Such a remedy never should be used, when there are

enough besides, of a milder character. A decoction of tobacco

is frequently recommended for destroying lice. But oil is mueb
cheaper and more elficacious, and will not make animals sick ; but

tobacco, when applied bountilully, will often make tliem sick.

Fowls roll in tbe sand in order to mingle the dirt and grit with

their feathers, which will scratch the lice to death. N'eat cattle

frequently throw dirt on their backs, which destroys tbe lice me-
chanically, just as scores of people are smashed up among tbe rub
bish of a huge building when it liills. But it is difficult to make
sand or ashes remain among the hair on the dewlaps of animals,

or on their sides. Therefore, oil seems to be preferable to almost

any other remedy. Fat cattle will sometimes be covered with lice.

1 once owned a yoke of fat oxen, which were the lou.-.iist beings

that I ever heard of; but a good sopping of oil soon dispersed the

vermin. Keeping animals in a thriving condition is usually a

good preventive ; but it will fail some times as a remedy for

lice.

Why do lice flourish best, and increase much more rapidly on

very poor, emaciated animals ? Because tbe surface of the skin

and hair of ]ioor animals are quite free from oil. Well, what of

that '! Why, no lice can ever j)ropagate their species among oily

hair. Whether lice have any brains or not, they will never de-

posit their nits among oily hair. If the nits after they have been
deposited or stuck to the hair should be oiled they will never hatch.
Liec seem to know that fact, and therefore do not find a congenial
locality in the hair of atf animal which perspires freely. Conse-
quently if lice are found on a fat animal, they will always be more
numerous near the end of his tail than on any other part of his

body. Lice are like sheep in one respect, they like a warm and
dry place. Let a few nits be placed in a warm place for a few-

days, and they will hatch ; but let them be oiled, and it will be
impossible to hatch them. So with the eggs of birds and domes-
tic fowls. Give the shells a thick coat of paint or grease, and the
eggs will never hatch.

The bees, which are such a great annoyance to horses in the
summer, which fasten their eggs to tbe hair of horses, seem to un-
derstand this principle much belter than most people do ; and
therefore they deposit most of their eggs on the hair, which will be
least liable to be moistened with sweat. For this reason we always
see many more bot-eggs on tbe legs, below the knees of horses,
than on any other part of them. If such eggs should be greased
or moistened with sweat a few times, they will never hatch.

—

Ag-
ricola in Practical Farmer.

PlQEOfJ DE[=;^F^JIVIEplT.

"WILD PIGEONS.
In the article by "Huon," entitled "Zoo Notes, No. IS," that

very agreeable writer tells all about the Crowned and Nicohar
varieties, and winds np with Audobon's and Wilson's stories about
the enormous numbers (millions or billions) of wild pigeons, those
noted ornithologists met wi.h, in the course of their travels and
researches. In keeping with the almost fabulous accounts thus
given, in the former experience of such authentic writers as those
above mentioned, the following recent article tells us about a flock

of wild pigeons twelve miles long, and five miles in width.

"About a month ago, early one morning, the people living at

Barnuni's, Sullivan County, N. Y., were surprised to see the air

thick with the flight of an apparently endless flock of wild pigeons,
which was passing over that section to the northward. For over
a quarter of an hour the flight continued in an incessant stream,

obstriiciing all view of the sky, and giving to the surroundings

that sombre appearance caused by the gathering and passing of

thunder clouds. It was not known at the lime how far the flock

extended to the eastward, but it was subsequently learned that it

reached over twelve miles in a continuous line. Old hunters said

that the pigeons were seeking nesting places, that from the alti-

tude of their flight it was not supposed that they would rest short

of tbe North Woods, in John Brown's tract. Two d.ays afterward,

however, lumbermen from the head waters of the Beavcrkill and

the beech woods of the upper wilderness of Sullivan County,

brought in the news that these sections had been taken possession

of by wild pigeons in enormous numbers, and that they were pre-

paring for tbe nesting season.

The woods were found to bo literally swarming with p'gcons.

Deputy game constables were stationed in considerable force in

the wilderness, cabins being erected for their accommodation.

They had orders to deal as summarily with all gunners or trappers

seeking to disturb the birds as the law would warrant. Unpar-
alleled sport was anticipated indue time; but unfortunately se-

vere weather intervened, snow falling to the depth of nearly a foot

along the Beavcrkill a few days after the pigeons rested. After

the storm had ceased the constables noticed an unusual stir among
tbe birds through the region, and about noon the fifth day of their

stay they began taking flight, and in a few hours there was not a

pigeon to be found in the entire territory. They took a direction

northwest, and in due time was heard of as having passed over

the counties of Delaware .ind Broome, N. Y., and Susquehanna
and Bradford in Pennsylvania, .and took up their quarters in the

beech woods of Pike and Monroe counties.

The beech woods of these counties comprise thousands of acres of

almost primitive wilderness, they being invaded only by lumber-

men, bark peelers and sportsmen. In their fastnesses the black

bear roams at will, and the wild deer finds security from hunter

and hound. On Friday last Clinton Waters and Isaac Bennett,

two bark peelers, were in the depth of the beech woods, selecting

a place to build a cabin for the ensuing bark peeling season. The
sun was shining brightly, not a cloud being in the sky, when sud-

denly the sun was hidden as if by a dark cloud, and a noise like

that produced by a gale of wind or the roll of distant thunder,

broke on their cars. Simultaneously the woods commenced filling

with wild pigeons. Tree after tree was filled with the rapidity of

lightning, and still the air was black with one great moving mass
of birds as far as the eye could reach.

After the first excitement attending the appearance of the pig-

eons had passed oflT and it was apparent that the great body had
found resting place Waters and Bennett, true to the instinct of

the human race, began to wage war against the birds. They were
possessed of no guns, but taking each a long pole, they swooped
about them among the pigeons, right and left. With every blow,

dozens of the birds fell killed and maimed to the ground. The
men slew hundreds in this way.

For the pui-pose of seeing how far the woods were occupied by
the pigeons, they walked for five miles through the foi-est. As far

as they could see on cither side the birds occupied the trees, and
when they stopped in their walk they could not discover the end
of the flock. When they brought the news of the gi-eat pigeon

roost, the excitement was great among the lumbermen and others,

and dozens of men started out to kill them at night on the roost.

On reaching the roost a continuous slaughter was kept up for two
hours. It is estimated that 10,000 were killed and wounded.
The birds had chosen the beech woods as their nesting place,

but the determined cruelty and barbarity of the inhabitants resulted

in their again taking flight. They took a course directly west,

and have settled probably in the wilderness of western Pennsylv.a-
nia. Old and experienced hunters say that this was the largest
flight of wild pigeons ever known in this region. The flock was
certainly twelve miles long and four or five wide.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJ^T.
WILLARD S TIRADE.

Wc have waited very patiently and hopefully for a salisfaclorij

explanation of the curious proceedings of the .so-called National

exhibition at Chicago, and have waited, we are sorry to say, in

vain ; Patience exhausted, we are obliged to turn our attention to

the only matter relating to the affair accessible which comes to us

in the shape of a screed signed by Willard, and a long and good

natured report signed by Judge Luce. At present we will pay our

respects to Willard's acrimonious and bilious address "to the

public," which is given on another page of this issue, and which

will undonbtedly furnish those of our readers who have followed

this matter very closely, considerable amusement. It will be re-

membered that the Fanciers' Journal has been careful to avoid

anything like a personal controversy in the matter, has made no

direct charges other than those it has fully corroborated, and has

only- (in a very plain and direct manner of course), given voice to

the many complaints and rumors of bad management in order to

have them cleared up and laid at rest. In answer to this, Wil-

lard stands up before the " public," waves his ears with a sort of

an "injured innocence" air, and makes a ridiculous effort to buy-

up the entire church paiish with a bent sixpence. Unless forced

into it we shall avoid the personal controversy which Willard is so

anxiously soliciting, but we promise our friends if we are obliged

to take it up that we shall make it short and as decisive as tlie

English language will permit. His slurs and contemptible insinu-

ations in his address to the public in connection with ourselves

will only awaken disgust in the minds of our readers and so need

little attention in this column. The article itself will probably pro-

duce the same effect upon them that it did upon the mind of one

of the officers who was in doubt as to the action he ought to take

until he received this so-called reply of Willard's, when he imme-

diately wrote that gentleman that it had very clearly decided the

matter for him and enclosed his resignation.

Stripped of its verbiage there is very little in the article that

need be alluded to. Willard gets into a state of mind over the

fact that we have alluded to his resignation, and says, " the use of

a private letter I consider a breach of faith." This information

wf.s not conveyed to us in a private letter. The notification came

from three officers of the society to each of whom Willard had

given it over his signature as secretary. Speaking of private

letters, we have had none from Willard since the exhibition, but

wc received a few bel'oro the show, one of which wc should lili

Willard's permission to publish in answer to his scurlous insinu-

ation which he throws out in his " reply," in these words :
" Had

the Fanciers' Journal been one of the papers that assisted the

association by a donation it would have understood this." The
same sort of a letter, written to the publishers of other journals

before the premiums were donated, would have saved them the

chagrin of having it said that only 65 per cent, of the prizes offered

by them and in their names were paid, and right in the face of this

fact Willard taunts us with not having donated anything, and

that, too, before he has hardly finished ranting about a breach of

faith.

Well, let's see. Now here is a man who is noisily solicitous

lest his honor should be questioned. Well, now, will you please

answer a few simple questions while you are up before the public,

Mr. Willard?

Isn't it true, as stated, that the executive committee voted to

pay you S500, provided there were funds in the treasury after all

the ex])enscs and all premiums were paid V
And isn't it true as reported, Mr. Willard.

That you took $300 before all the premiums were paid and even

before all the expenses were paid, if we count the expenses prom-

ised by yourself or other officers to Messrs. Felch, Ongly, Marston

and others'?

Give us your answer to this and if it is not so we will promptly

correct the erroneous impression (if it so proves to he,) that pre-

vails all over the country.

As the reader will see at once, Willard bases his article upon a

false assumption and begs the whole question.

He labors assiduously to make the reader believe that Chicago

was doing great things for the fanciers', and that it had nothing

but their interests in view. Will Mr. AVillard please tell "the

public " when the fanciers of the country asked him and others to

organize the society and assume obligations for iheml Isn't it

true that Chicago went to Buffalo and urged tlie fanciers' to go to

that city and promised splendid things for them if they would ?

Isn't it true that Chicago prevailed upon Buffalo to give up her

exhibition and help out Chicago, under the promise that Chicago

would reciprocate this year? And is she going to do anything of

the kind ? Isn't it true that the gentlemen organized the society

of their own free will, and then called upon the fanciers' of the

country to help them by donations for premiums and birds for ex-

hibition? And didn't they do all this and more too in a very

prompt and generous manner, and now Willard attempts to show

that they are the last ones who should he considered. This is

where our criticism falls, that those who managed the affairs of the

society, and which management was self imposed, dlUn't so much

as lift a finger toward fulfilling the promises they had made them,

but taking good care that they did not suffer by their own mis-

management, and that some favored ones got pay for their work,

let the loss fall upon those who had made the premium list and

the exhibition something to be proud of.

Then Willard saddens the public with this pathetic conun-

drum: " Would the F. J. have these gentlemen who so kindly

guaranteed the bills pay them out of their own pockets ?" Well,

ordinarily speaking, this is the course of those who keep in mind

the fact that this life is too short for petty meannessess, but wo

answer with another conundrum : If the National had been

well managed and had ?H«rfe instead of lost several thousand dol-

lars, would the profits have been paid over to those wlio had to

carry the loss? In our Inimble opinion,—mind now we don't

make it as an assertion—some of the gentlemen "who are not

pecuniarily interested in the breeding or sale of fowls and who

have enlisted solely for the love of the thing," would have re-

ceived more than $300 for their services. It was simply, " Heads

I win, tails you lose." Then Willard indulges in more of

that everlasting gush about the unprecedented amount of the
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premium list." Considering the fact tliat tlie fivncicrs' of the

country outside of Chica),'0 (nrnisliud nine-tenths of the amount,

and that Buffiilo, Boston and S])ringlield have paid more in

premiums tlian Chicago did, this nonsense may as well he

dropped first as last. Why, Willard, you can just as well make

your premium list in the future S2U,00U as $9,0110, provided you

fulfill your promises in the same honorable (sic) manner that you

have in the past. So we might goon through the whole tirade

Willard has furnished us, for there is an embarrassment of riches

in it, but we can use our time and space to better advantage.

There are only a few other points worth touching upon. He says

we represent a lot of sore heads. Well, as many of them were

and still are officers of Willard's society, many of them gave

handsome sums to his premium list, and large numbers of them

were exhibitors at his show, he certainly ought to be willing to

allow that it is a very respcctiiblc consti tuency. The only sore head

would probably be found on the shoulders of the secretary if he

should hippen to speak to some of Ihom to their faces as he does

of them in his letter. Willard's effort to make it appear that

there is a jealousy between eastern and western fanciers' is not

very successful. The handsome donations to the National's

premium list by eastern breeders, the large number of birds shown

at western exhiliitions by eastern men, the thousands of western

subscribers to the Fanciers' Journal, PouUri/ World, I'oullnj

Dttllelin, and other eastern papers, all testify in a very tangible

manner to the good fellowship wliich exists between the east and

the west. No, Mr. Willard, your hopes and those of any other

individual who ni.ay entertain them, to see a break between the

twoseciions will never he realized, and any one who attempts to

cause an unpleasant feeling between eastern and western breeders

will find he has made a very serious mistake for himself.

Willard's " P. S." wo are informed by one of the officers is in

very good taste.

Cof^F^ESpOfJDEfJCE.

TEKTIGO IN PIGEONS.

Baltimore, April 27, 1876.

Friend Wade :—I have a very fine Yellow Turbit hen " solid
"

diseased with what I suppose to be the Vertigo. I put her from

the loft, in a cage by herself. Whenever any one approaches she

commences to flutter, lays on her back, twists her head skull

down, and lays in this position for about a minute. I have tried

one of two remedies, viz : bleeding her in the head which did no

good ; the other is infallible but very apt to prove fatal, viz : twist-

ing her head off. Now if you or any of your subscribers can

name a cure, you will greatly oblige.

Most respectfully yours, &c.,

W. B. Cochran.

ViLLTTELFT, Abril 24.

Meister Vade :

—

Dot Nadural History is a vine stoody, bud I dond hafe soom
vylosify mit efery kint ov animals—ov vat bragdicaluseis te Schi-

raff vor insdans ? Dot animal schtrikes me as a voolish bece ov
vork mit nadure. Und sooeh a hi-doned peast do. Vyvonmool
is more usevul as all te Schiraffs in te vorldt, und a mool dond hafe

no kint ov schtanting mit te animal kingtom—Und how is dot

Meister Vade ? Is dot a unifersal law ov nadure 1 I vint te same
kint ov brincable among te human vamily—Tebachend haitvork-

ing kint is nopody und hafe halt schratehing to got along, und id

look as iv brovidents gife dot lasy kint soom kint of long vinger.s,

or a kint ov inschun rupper gonshens, or somdings in gombensa-
shun so he can got along csy. Dot kint ov gombensashun pizncss

aind a vair schakc mit te usevul kint howefer, und I tink iv I vas

pcen brovidents I led dot lasv kint schtaiTe. Sens I stoody na-

dure I dond hafe soocli a grade resbect for brovidence as I hafe

some dimebreviously. I dink if I hale my vay I make midy grade

schanges in te vorld. I dond hafe no trones in id I ped you. I

make id lifely dimes vor all dot kintofdrash. I dransmogrovy

dot sebiraff indo a vurst class mool, und pud him in a hugsder

gart poody gwick. I like to dake te gonsede oud ov dot kint of

animals vot dont do somedings, und vant to st.and so high ofer

efery pod}' els. Dods te kintof vellerl am. Soom kint of peasts

you can cad iv it cand makeidself usevul, bud a man dond make a

vordune vrasing dot kint of peef. Dot neck and legs dond pring

no briceon a bntchers schtall,dondit? I dink id petter pe cxter-

ininadet. I dond e.xosd dot soobjeet yed bud you hear vrom me
some dime agane apoud id. Scuonny Sproagle.

Friend Wade.—I would like to ask through your paper, the

opinion of all those who have had any experience of hatching

double yolk eggs. I find quite a difference among those I have

talked with, some claiming that they produce monsters, &c., four-

legged, four-wingnd, double headed, &c., &. Others claim that

monsters come from single yolk, and that if double yolk hatch

they will produce perfect twins.

Yours truly, M. H. C.

Chagrin Falls, O.
Mr. Wade :

Sir.—In the Weekly Gossip of the specimen number you sent

me, J. M. McCann in<iuires "is the beech tree evjr struck by light-

ning." I can answer in the ailirmativc. Nine (9) years ago this

spring there was a beech tree struck by lightning on the place

where v/e lived : the bark was torn off in a diagonal course from

the top to the bottom.

Mrs. M. A. Stephenson.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contribiflions to this department respectfully svlidttdfrovi all.

—Have any of the readers of Weekly Gossip remarked the fact

that dogs can only with difficulty be m.ade to see objects very near
them ? I have tried many experiments to test their vision at "'close

range," and have found them deficient in every instance. Another
peculiarity is, that dogs with white about the neck or body, ia-

variiibly have white on the end of the tail. J. M. McCann.

—A Natural Curiosity.—George Van Derveer, the poultry
raiser of Florida, has shown us a very interesting curiosity in the

form of a double egg eight and a half by nine inches in size and
perfect in formation, laid by a full blood Cochin hen. Inside of
the shell there was a perfect egg, and within that egg there was
another perfect egg of common size. The outer egg and shell

were taken off, and the inner egg is now being hatched.

—Writing'some time ago of the Skunk, I stated that they were
never seen of any other colors than white and black ; a gentleman
has since informed me that he once saw one of a beautiful cream
color. This is the only instance of which 1 have ever heard when
a variation from these colors was found, and during the past win-
ter I examined hundreds of their pelts which had been collected by
the fur traders. They are very easily trapped, and the less white
that appears on the hide the more valuable it is.

J. M. McCann.

—The Tortoise—{Testudo), lives to a great age, in some in-

stances to 100 years, or more. The variety common in the East-

ern States is beautifully marked with dark brown and bright yel-

low ; the head, neck and legs being especially brilliant. It passes

the winter in a dormant st»te, selecting for itself a place of hyber-
nation at the beginning of frost, or preparing it by scooping out a
hole in the earth. I found one last summer "dated" 1846. The
love season, which is the beginning of summer, is one of great
activity, and they express their amorous desires by striking their

shells against those of their mates. Their eggs are round, white

and numerous, iind are hatched by the heat of the sun. I have
found colonies of them—beautiful, active little things not larger

than a nickle. They ai'e quite easily domesticated, and will soon
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take food from the hand, though they seem to possess little intel-

lii;encc, and no affwtkn for tlieir keeper; and really become so

talne tliat they will not csca|)e if opportunity offers. They are

paiticularly fond of mushrooms, but feed on a great variety of

vegetables. I will take pleasure in sending specimens to any of

vour citv readers who may be willing to pay the express cliar^ies.
•'

J. M. McCann.

—Huon wonld be well pleased to know the names of tlie Adders

his friend M. tliinks have a "poisonous sting." Snapping tails

" spitefully " is no evidence of either sting or poison ; all snakes

do that, as well as fish, when occasion requires. How does M.

know that his Adders are " quite poisonous ! " Has he ever

experimented with them, or known any one else to do so 1

Nothing can be easier than a demonstration in the case. Rats,

mice, and other small quadrupeds are generally lying around

loose. Please try an experiment, M., and should you prove

what you have asserted, then you can safely say there are snakes

which sting. Huon.

—The MnitKE.—The mjirre is a bird but little known. Can
" Huon " tell us anything about this queer bird 1 An article in a

juvenile way ariving lately, says it is of about the size of a small

duck, and it sits on only one egg at a tiine. ]f hernest is robbed,

the mother murre lays another egg and sits again. The stranc-

est part of the story is that the eggs are not alike ; in fact, it would

be almost impossible, among thousands of them, to find a single

pair that matched in color. They are brown, green.white, blue or

gray, as the case may be, with streaks or spots of blue, black,

green, olive or brown. But all these fancy styles are only shell

deep. The little murres that come out of the eggs are all after the

same pattern, and in time they take after their parents in a way
that is beautiful to behold.

—It is said by most naturalists—and I believe it—that most

domestic .animal's inherit from their parents their eharaeterislie

traits. This is supposed to be especially true of dogs. I saw a

young pointer pup in Tennessee that would point at bugs and flies

when he was only a few weeks old. It is said the young pups of

the St. Bernard breed will instinctively dig in the snow. I have

a well bred black and tan terrier, whose parents were both noted
" ratters," who will not even kill a mouse. He is a very beauti-

ful dog, about 14 months old, and remarkably fierce and coura-

geous, attacking dogs of the most formidable appearance, and

size. He will play with a mouse like a kitten, and almost

invariably allows it to escape. Surely genius was not hereditary

in his case. J- M. MoCann.

—The Cat.—The origin of the domestic cat is not certainly

known. By some naturalists it is described as a distinct species,

under the name of Felis domestica. Others suppose it to be only

a domesticated variety of the common wild cat, (Felis cntiis) of

Europe, and Northern Asia. But to this it, is objected that the

domestic cat is always smaller in size than the wild variety spoken

of, which is contrary to what is usually observed of tlie effects of

domestication in animals; and that cats of the domesticated race

which have run wild, show in their known progeny no appearance

whatever of a tendency to return to the type of the true wild cat.

The eat has been domesticated from the most ancient times, and

was a sacred animal among the old Egyptians. Temples were erec-

ted to their honor ; sacrifices and devotions were offered up to them

as though they had been gods. 'J"o kill one even by accident, was

considered a crime worthy of death, and the family in whose house

a cat died went into mourning, and shaved off their_ eyebrows.

During the middle ages they were regarded as the familiarsof war-

locks and witches, and Satan himself was often thought to assume

the form of a black cat. Of its varity in Britain in early times,

when all the forests were the homes of the wild cat, an evidence is

afforded by a Welsh law, of the reign of Howell the Good, wbo
died in 938—fixing the prices of cats according to their ages and

qualities, beginning with the price of a kitten before it could see,

and enacting that if any one killed the cat that guarded the prince's

granary, he was to forfeit a milch ewe, its fleece and lamb ;
or as

much wheat as when poured on the cat suspended by its tail, the

head touching the floor, would form a heap high enough to cover

the tip of the tail.

The story of " Whittington thrice Lord Mayor of London,"is

well known. The fable says that he was a jjoor boy and went to

sea, his only wealth being his cat. In some distant land he visited

the court of a King, where the rats were so numerous that they

consumed the food on the royal tables before the very eyes of the

majesties. Whittington produced his cat, the rats were destroyed,

or banished the palace, and the King ingratitude loaded the sailor

boy with gold and gems. The story is entirely fabulous, and was

current in the Eastern ages, before the birth of Sir Richard Whit-

tington, who was of noble family, and was four times Lord Mayor
<if London. The varieties of the domestic eat are not numerous,
neither do they very greatly differ. The tortoi.se-shell cat is beau-

tiful in color, and graceful and elegant in form. The Angora is

an interesting variety, rennirkable for the length and fineness of

its hair. The Chinese has long glossy fur, and pendulous cars.

The Chartreuse is of a bluish color, and the Manx cat is without

a tail. They have but little intelligence compared with the dog,

and manifest but slight affection for their master.

J. M. McCann.

Spfl^LL PeJ DE[=^f\TIVEHT

(Reported for the Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS,
FAIRMOUNT PAKK, PHILADELPHIA,

(For the week ending April 28, 1876.)

1 Common boa, {Boa Cmwtriclor). Purchased.

1 Alligator, (Alliiiator Mississippiensis). Presented by Mas. G.

Enylish, Philadelphia.

3 Gold Pheasant, ('/7)a»ma//a;)!cto). Purchased.

5 Silver " (Gallopliasis nycihemerus). "

1 liohit), {Tv7-dusmir/mtus). Presented by J. Pearsall, Phila-

delphia.

1 *Red crested Cockatoo, (Ca(ca;namofoccc«s!s). Deposited by

I. Springer, Lancaster, Pa.

1 Pied-bill Grebe, {Podili/mbus podiceps). Presented by Wm.
Phillips, Philadelphia.

IIUON.

(For Fancier.s' .Tournal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 20.

SEA LIONS. (Eumatopias steUeri).

Yes my dear Hdman " ess," I have seen that your legislators

were about to order all of the sea-lions, your " beautiful eyed crea-

tures" to be exterminated, and with yourself and Seth Green I

join in denouncing the act, as one very cruel, barbarous, and un-

called for, and for which the perpetrators ought to be sorry for

the balance of their lives. If the harmless sealion be killed, as pro-

posed, the whole party should be considered as inhuman and un-

christian, for he

" Prayeth best, who loveth best

All things both great and small,

For the great God who loveth us.

He made and loves them all."

In "Our Zoo," Fairmount Park, Philadelphia, we have a family

of these interesting marine mammals consisting of four in number ;

father and mother, a little daughter which we call Nellie, (she

comes at our call, too,) and an old gent whom we think must be

some sort of an uncle. I assure you that this family attracts quite

as much attention, if not more, from all classes of visitors than any

family in the Zoo, with the exception of the monkeys, those

" poor relations" some of us so much resemble, which is perhaps

the cause of their drawing such crowded houses—"a fellow feeling

makes us wonderous kind."

But to our Seals, or Sea-Lions, for you know they belong to the

Phocina, and therefore constitute part of the genus which Linnaeus

called phoca.

The name of Sea-Lions has been given to a number of large

Seals of both hemispheres, for their savage appearance, powerful

voice, great teeth, or maned neck, but the appearenee is all of the

samge there is about them, as they will flee the moment " man

pursueth," yea, even at his approacli. The Sea Lion is as mueli

a non resistant, and non combatant, as the mildest Quaker who

ever wore shad or broad brim—unless you drive him too extremely

—at which point the quaker too will stand up for his corner.

The whole Se'al family is interesting now, and it would seem the

«Thi» bird was imjiorttod into New York in 1826, and is consequently more

tbiiu 50 year.s old ! It has lieen a beauty iu its youth, and in form and color is

not to be despised in its old age.
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ancient writers, in the earliest apes so tlioiipht. Hence tlie poetic

f:ihlcs of Tritons, Ncvciils, Mcriniiids, Sirins, inul many otln;r at-

tendants npon olii mythological Neptune. They seem even to

have hail a natural confidence in man, though they have been

shamefully abused by him for his sport or profit, to their destruc-

tion. Tlicy are quite docile, naturally affectionate ; and capable

of being taught to perform many curious tricks, such as to sit up

in a chair, kiss their keepers, pretend to sleep, and actually to

snore! Some years ago, there was a seal on exhibition in New

York, which shouldered a gun, shook hands with its friends, and

turning the crank of a hand organ, ground out most excellent

music; and all for a miserable morsel of fish or a loaf of stale

bread I And now your Fish Commissioner would murder the in-

nocent mammals merely because they eat a few fish! Does your

great Pacific and its boasted Imys furnish such a scant sup-

ply of Pisces that you must murder a whole family per cimsequcncc?

Ucsides the Sea-Lions, the particular species to be slaughtered are

not such Ichthi/ophagi as you imagine, gentlemen, the Commis-

sioners ; they do not live exclusively on fish, and if they did, I

(picstion whether they have not the right of " What e'er they sees

ujion the seas to sicze upon it," and hold it—if thej' can.

Some years ago a number of farmers, who were far from

being Solomons, in one of the Yankee States, got an idea into

their wise heads that crows were distructlve to the sprouting corn,

and bad their legislature pass a law against them, giving a pre-

mium for the hea'ls of the poor birds. The work of murder to ex-

termination accordingly soon began—but mark ! at the end of five

years the same farmers who had demanded the death of comis,

found they had plentiful crops of grubs and worms, and tliat their

fields were overrun with moles, mice, and other small quadrupeds,

while he had but a sparse crop of coin to operate upon when husk-

ing time came round ; and they now asked for a law making it five

dollars fine for any one to kill a crow ! Time, you see dear Hu-

man ess ; brought about his revenge

!

There's room and food for all in the world, my friends the Com-
missioners, and if your " Great Pacific," and its bays give you not

enough of fish, we of the Atlantic seaboard, with Seth Green's

advice and consent, will endeavor to send you a supply. At all

events, you sea-dogs let the Sea-Lions live.

IICON.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE AQUARIUM, NO. 3

There is a supposed necessity for an exact balance between the

.animal and vegetable life in the aquarium, which would be as

impossible to obtain and regulate ai would be the equilibrium of

the atmosphere by the weather bui-eau. I quote the following

from the " American Parlor Aquarium :
" " If too much animal

life be placed in the tank, the want of sufficient oxygen is soon
experienced by the finny inhabitants thereof, causing them to

sicken and die ; if too much vegetation exists therein, the water

becomes overcharged with oxygen vitiating their systems with its

enervating powers so that the same result necessarily follows. In

the aquarium the nearer we can arrive at an equalization of the

two powers, the nearer we approach perfection. But another point

must be considered
; it is not alone necessary that these two life

sustaining powers should be equalized, because you may have
too much of both, and in this case the health of your animal life

is equally jeopardized."

To the first of these propositions I assent ; to the second and
third I must say that my experience is exactly to the contrary.
I have never found fish to suffer from an excess of vegetation, and
I very much doubt whether water ever is overcharged with oxygen
in a natural condition. If so it is exactly contrary to the condi-
tions governing the atmosphere, where we never find an excess of

oxygen except at an uninhabitable altitude. Suppose for instance

we had a largo pond devoid of anim.al life but fully stocked with

vegetation, and that wo placed therein a single pair of fish, would

their chances he lessened in the struggle for existence by the ex-

cess of vegetable life around them? The aquarium properly

stocked is simply a miniature pond with the same elements at

work as in the larger pond. Under the action of sunlight, oxygen

can be seen issuing from the plants and escajjing from the water

in streams of minute bubbles. Does not this look as though

water would hold but a certain proportion of oxygen, and that

all in excess of that amount escapes in that manner? I have

found the ideas quoted from the American Parlor Aquarium in

English works as well, and lately in an ;irticle on the aquarium in

a catalogue of a prominent New York bird and fish dealer, and I

am daily asked whether it is not possible to overstock the aquarium

with vegetation. I am satisfied however from my own experience

that no injury ever results from an e.^eess of growing vegetation.

I have endeavored but so far without success to obtain from some

chemist an opinion as to the relative maximum amounts of oxygen

and carbonic acid gas wliich will be taken up and held by water

in a natural condition
;
perhaps some reader of the Journal can

enlighten me. An argument iu fiivor of my opinion may be found

in a late pajier by Prof Huxley, on social science. Gossip for March,

entitled "The border land between the animal and vegetable

kingdoms," in which he says " that vegetation gives off oxygen

only under the action of strong sunlight, and only from the green

portion*, and that in the dark this action is reversed and gives off

carbonic acid gas." If this be true, and we may believe the high,

authority, the difficulty of obtaining in the aquarium even a suffi-

cient amount of oxygen (even supposing that the water could be

charged to excess) may be appreciated. This will also serve as

an answer to an article in the. weekly gossip of No. 9, Vol. 3, of

the Journal, in which it is recommended to place the aquarium

between two windows to protect it from too strong a light ; I

tremble for the success of an aquarium so situated. Fortunately

however, the writer in providing for a contingency which must

necessarily arise under su^ h circumstances gives us proof that his

aquarium is not a success. In an aquarium properly stocked and

managed the fi>h are never found at the top of the water " gasping

for air." This denotes a lack of oxygen, necessitating removal of

the fish, change of water, or aeration by some artificial means ;

and unless self-sustaining it is not entitled to be called an aquarium

but simply a fish-tauk.

1776. U. S. CENTENNIAL COMMISSION. 1876.

BCKEA0 OF AcRicnLTunE, I

Philadelphia, April loth, 1876. )

Sir:

The Centennial Commission has provided thirty Aquaria for

the display of the fish of our rivers, lakes, and seas. The fresh

and salt water will be of about equal quantities, the aggregate

approximating to fifteen thousand gallons. Pull preparations

have been made for thorough filtration and aeration, and when
necessary, for refrigeration. The expenses attendant upon the

Fish Disphiy will be assumed by the Centennial Commission, and

it is expected that Fish will be contributed by the various State

Fish Commissions, by associations, and by individuals interestep

in Fish Culture. Parties so desiring, may exhibit Fish in tanks

of their own contribution, the care of which will be gratuitously

assumed by the Commission. In addition to the display of living

fish, will be exhibited, the processes of hatching fish, and a full

series of all the apparatus used in hatching and transporting roe

and 3'oung fish.

Those who are in a position to contribute rare fi^ to the dis-

play, will receive all necessary information by addressing.

Yours respectfully,

BURNET LANDRETH,
Chief of Bureau of Agriculture.
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[^^Advertisements under tlii.s head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

ecribins" and offering for Excliaii^e only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

03r^"To ExcnANGES FOR CASu'' Or "greendacks," 'Svanted a pcrchaser,"

or "wanted an offer," etc., etc., cannot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exr/iajige or Waul column.

([^°No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

B. J. King, Providence, U. I., ii

been unjustly dealt with by him

BLACK. lilST.
plained of by several who claim to hav«

CEO. W, SKI FT, Cox 1G3, Ilarrisburg, Pa., will exchange 4 Black
hens, 3 Light Brahma hens, for Fancy I'igeona ; also 1 cock and 4 hens of the
Houdan breed, good stock, for offers.

BOX 12. Winnsboro, So. Carolina, offers pair Crows, for pair Nuns, Tur-
bits, Fans, Jacobins, Bautams, or off'ers. Cows warranted black, and to make
good rogues.

IflRS. M. A. STEPHENSON, Chagrin Falls, Ohio, will exchange
Brown leghorn eggs from standard birds, Todd's stock, for a standard Domi-
nique Leghorn cockerel ; will also exchange Buff Cochins or Brown Leghorn
eggs for Genuine Pekin Duck or Bronze Turkey eggs.

J4IHIV E. SCItUJTI, 150 South Water St., Lancaster City, Pa., will

xchange a No. 1 Gray Talking Parrott, vpry fine built, and well feathered, in
ound condition. Make me offers. Speak quick.

J. VAN Bli.^RCUm:, Darrauce, I»a., has six Speckled Guinea to

exchange for a watch. Tlie watch must be good, and worth §20. What
offers, or anything that will not eat.

ti, F. AVHITMAN, Detroit, Mich., will exchangeegg.^frompremiu
Partridge Cochins, Brown Legliorns, and Black Breasted lied Game Bantam
for White Crested White Fans in pairs. Must be good, as mine are first-clas

THOS. P. MONTGOMEBtY, 7 South Sd St., llarrisburg, Pa.,
will exchaoge one Carrier cock for Black Trumpeter cock ; one Antwerp cock
for hen; one Carrier cock, (Dun and White) for hen ; one Trio lloudans, for
Fancy Pigeous of any kinds

;
one Coou Dog, well broken, for offers.

G, C PEASE, Heading, Pa., will exchange a first class Blue Owl hen,
very small, and a No. 1 Black Magpie cock, very good bird, for a No. 1 White
Jacobin cock, pearl eyes and go id in hood ; a chair and a Bed Jacobin hen.
Must be No. 1, as mine are.

AVM. BICKEIi, Reading, Pa., will exchange a first-class piiii

!lue Pied Pouters, cock measures 19 inches, hen l(iJ,fora pair of Bin
lilver Dun Carriers. Must be good, as mine are.

CHAS. F. HAWKINS, Goshen, N.Y.,will exchange Seed Potatoes
at catalogue prices, or eggs from my best Partridge Cochin.s, for Fggs of Brown
Leghorns, P. Hocks, or lloudan, or birds or eggs of Bronze Turkeys, Ducks or
Geese. Only first-class stock wanted. What offers? Write.

CHARLES LIPPOLO, Lancaster, Pa., has a fine Gorden Setter
pup, 7 months old, color Black and Tan, Jamefl Tilley stock, pedigree given,

, Yellow Trumpeter cock, must be well booted

;

W. W. TIBBITS, Knoxboro, Oneida Co., N.Y., has EnglishPoiuter
pups to exchange for Pekin Duck eggs. Bronze Turlcey eggs, or off^ers.

N, G, GUEEN, Box 115, Westchester, Pa., will exchange 7 Fancy
Pigeons, cocks, which are, a Black Wing Swallow, Ked Ruff Neck, Black Ruff
Neck, Black Magpie, capped. Blue Beard, Ked Pouter, for White Trumpeter
hen, A No. 1, and a Snell hen, brown or black, and a Black Turbit cock for a
Black Turbit hen.

L. A. HAITES, Spring City, Chester Co., Pa., will exchange 12 pairs
of White Fans, double shakers, 1 trio of good Rouen Ducks, 1 very fine Pea-
cock, 1 superior Cherry Seeder, for good Light Brahmas, and white booted
Bantams, or offers. No mongrels wanted.

E. R, MAYO, Fairfield, Me., has trio Buff Cochins. Williams' strain,
and 1 pair Part. Cochins, Dalton strain, to exchange for S. S. Uamburgs, or
Bantams of any kind. Must be good birds, as mine are.

FANCIER, P. 0. Box 3-50, Milton Pa., will exchange a hunting i

pleasure boat, round bottom, cost $45 00, for Fancy Pigeons, or offers.

W. ». CRAWFORD, Kittanning, Pa., will exchange 1 pair of
Creve Coeurs, Todd's strain, for Black Hamburgs, Gold-Peociled or Gold-
Spangled Hamburgs, or offers. Want nothing but No. 1 stock, as mine are.
Give strain, and speak quick.

HOWARn TWINING, Dovlestown, Pa., will exchange Black or
Golden Penciled Hamburg eggs, (1st premium stock) for Plymouth Rock eggs.
Must be from good stock. Let me hear from you soon.

E. K. JTIEYERS, ILirrisburg, Pa., will exchange a trio of Buff
Cochins, for Ferrets, Lop-eared Rabbits, White Leghorns, Fancy Pigeons, or

S. GOODNOW, Millington, Mass., has Dark Brahma eggs to ex-
; for eggs from Japanese, Cochin, and Silver Duckwing, Red Pile and

r one pair Red Priest pigons. Nothing but first-

T. W. COX, Westchester, Pa., will exchange 1 Parrot cnpe, ntid 1
Squirrel cage, almost new. for a No. 1 Almond Tumbler hen, and a No. 1 Red
Barb hen, or a No. 1 Blue Pied Pouter hen. AVrite quick.

I.. Ii- WHITNEY, Millbury, Mass., will exchange 1 trio Block B.R.
Game Bantams, Jor a trio lloudans, or White Leghorns, J. Boardman Smith
stock; also one Yellow Duckwing Game Bantam cockerel, for lloudan or
Lehorn hen. None but first-class stock wanted, as mine are such.

"W. W. ALRRO, Elmira, N. Y., will exchange one pair premiun
La Flecbe, 1S75 hatch, for Dark Brahma or Partridge Cochin pullets, o
Aylesbury Duck eggs. Fowls must be firet-clasa.

PETER LEPP, P. 0. Box 833, East Saginaw. Mich., has one first-

class double-barreled muzzle-loader shot gun, barrels, 34 inches, No. 10 gauge,
costSfSS-OO; will exchange for first-class Pouters, Carriers, Wliite .Tacobins,
and Fantails, the latter must have 30 counts ; Red and Blue Swallows, heavy
booted.

JOHN BOERGERT, East San:iDaw, Mich., will exchange one
Hinckley Knitting Machine, (new) worth $35.00 ; one American Shuttle Sew-
ing Machine, (new) worth Hf50.00, and two Davis Sewing Machines, one cost,

new, S85.00, and the other .S65.00—all the above in good running order—for
Fancy Stock or Game. What offers.

C. Y. C. AIvOEN, Sunman, Ripley Co., Ind., will exchanp«*tho follow

ing choice varieties of seed potatoes: Victor, Carpenter's Seedling, Extri

Early Vermont, r'ompton's Surprise, Brownell's Beauty, New York Late Rose
for Strawberry Plants, or Chester White Pigs—pure stock as mine. I warran
true to name.

FANCIER, Box 133, Tamaqua. Pa., wants to exchange 1 bird organ,
playing six tunea, valued SIO ; 1 violin, valued $16; 1 single barrel shot gun,
value aii7.50 ; 1 electric battery, value $20 ; 1 Parrot cage, valued $5 ; 1 Fancy
Squirrel house, with large wheel attached, valued $10; 1 fancy wtiite mice
house, cottage style, glass front, contaning 5 pair mice, valued S7.50 ; three
triple exhibition coops, standard size, valued ^b each ; 2 rabbit hutches, to

accommodate 8 pair rabbits, valued $15 each ; 1 good rabbit dog, first-clasfl

hunter; also Fancy Pigeons and Light Brahmas, for offers. Want no live

H» II. SMITH, Davenport, Towa. will exchange eggs from pure hred
'' Sharpless strain " Dark Brahmas, for a few sittings of D. B's from the Lady
Gwydyr strain. Must be pure.

F, HARDINCe. 5 Broadway, Cleveland, Ohio, will exchange new
Buggy ILirness, small Black and Tan Terrier pup.o, and Poiuters and Setters,

for Lop-eared Rjibbits. or Ferrets. Send stamp for reply.

Wm^t E D.

HEAD INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will he placed at the head of Exchange column.

E. F. ERIjAND, Plymouth, Mass., wants a pure bred Black and
Tan male pup, weight 1^1 to 2S lbs., full grown ; smallest preferred. State age
and price.

A, H. KRUM, P. O. Box 4138, New York City, w.ants eggs from first-

lass White Crested Black Polish ; Aylesbury. Pekin, or Black Cayuga Ducks,
1 exchange for Brown Leghorn eggs.

OlilVER D. SCHOCK, Hambure-, Berks Co., Pa., wnnta 1 White
Owl, 1 Solid Yellow Turbit. 1 Blue Owl, 1 Blue Jacobin, all cocks ; 2 Black or
Dun Carrier hens, in exchange for Fancy Pigeons of many varieties. Birds to

he first-class.

CHARIiES ». PARKER, 308 Gay St., Baltimore, Md., wants
consignments of Pigeons, Guinea Pigs. Rabbits, Maltese Cats, Dogs, and all

kind of pet stock. Write before you ship, and give me a complete descrip-

tion of stock, and the price wanted. Commission, 20 per cent.

AoVEI^ISEyVlENTS

Prom reliable parties, on any subject Jnteresting to Fanciers, will be inserted

at 20 cents per line of about twelve words, each insertion in the wide column.

Each number or initial will count as one word.

Transient advertisements, cash in advance ; six to twelve months, quarterly

in advance, or on presentation of the hill.

PLYMOUTH ROCKS.—First and special premiums at Buffalo,

1875 ;
first premium at Utica, 1876. Eggs, af2.00 per 13.

no.16 4t S. S. MORLEY, Clyde, N Y.

RARBIT BOOK FOR THE MANY.
Containing the HISTORY OF THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy viiricties, and lull

directions for their selection, breeding, and management ; the treatment of
their diseases, and the construction of their dwellings. Scut post paid on
receipt of 30 cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Tlartford, C<'un.
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CALIFORNIA QUAIL.
" And Pacific will occasion.iUy send us notes from California,"

so said the prospectus, so I suppose I must put in an appearance,

to fill the bill ; but it seems wron<; in me wlien there are so many

pleasant writers, that could fill the space so much better. A most

delightful time to write of California—apple snow falling, and the

breath of the tea rose in the air. Our rose gardens a wealth of

bloom, and our fuchsias "a sight to be seen." Lamb and green

peas on our bills of fare, with strawberries and oranges, freshly

picked, for dessert. You poor just-beginning to-show-out dwellers

in the East, what an aggravation to you. But it'strue, wliatever

nature attempts in California, she makes a better job of—whether

it be c'imate, flowers, hare, birds or fruit—than elsewhere in the

world. I fear it would not be safe to tell of—what I might. If

Paul Logic were to know of our squinels, and the aquaria mate-

rial this one little creek of ours affords, something moi'e than a

shaking would be necessary to keep him with you, and of birds

;

my orchard is like the mosquito bed of the Comic's man. " There's

millions in it." Of mosquitoes, we have abelief that our swallows

keep us free from them ; but of fleas, they are purely Californian,

so are of a variety peculiar to every denizen of .the Pacific Coast,

and how they do love strangers. If anyone doubts, let him come

and " yelyttle flea " will prove beyond a doubt my assertion. Of
birds, we have many that you also have, but you will hardly find

there the number and variety that each neighborhood affords here.

The cowbuuting and starling, linnets, robins, wild canaries,

meadow larks, yellow-hammers, blue-jays, and quail are but my
every-d.ay companions. Iluon thought it strange that birds of

any spirit would submit to being ruled over, and ordered 'round

in their own house too, by another as inferior as the cowbird!

But I think I know the why, at least I know all I want to. Why,

Huon, they're savage as kangaroos. I had one in my hand. Yes,

decidedly, it was in my hand, one foot clasped a finger round once,

and made the claws, sharp, keen as needles, almost meet as they

iank in the flesh, and that long, sharp bill took a piece out clean

fiom my hand. Yes, I think if I were a bird, and didn't know
enough to move out, I'd do anything for peace.

Of quail we have two varieties, the Mountain and Valley.

ThtbC are found the length and breadth of California, and in Ne-

lull Being Californian, they are of course the largest, hand-

somest, and most graceful of the quail family. Of the two, the

mountain quail is the larger, but it is very shy, whereas the valley

qu ul comes around our doors, feeding with our poultry, and show-

ing but slight signs of fear. Ten years ago it was rare to see a

flock of quail in this neighborhood. They were to be found among
the hills, and in unfrequented places, but now each ranch has its

flock ranging in numbers from a dozen birds to more than a hoii-

licd I should have written flocks, for after a time the old and

oung separate and go by themselves. They are very familiar ;

hen you ajjproach they scarcely do more than to move from your

^, ind I wonder at it', for in this country there is no quail law;

h pests have they proved in the vineyards, that are the source

ui Sonoma's wealth, that they may be shot at any time. There is

not, as vet, a bounty offered for their extermination, but I think

theie will be in time. In one of the Northern counties they were

so numerous and destructive in the grain-fields the farmers poi-

soned them, but these birds are so beautiful and graceful, a farmer,

it he has but half an eye, will endure much before ho will have

them molested. Their call is not the " bob-white" of the Ean,
but tlie boys imitate it well, when they sing kcr-ker-ker through

their nose to the tune of -/ then again

f=t

B.
|E?E^^ Some say they hatch twice in the year,

but I have spent years among the hills where quail were very

many, and I never saw young birds except in the early spring.

We are close now upon their hatching season. Alreadj' the

flocks have broken into pairs, and have gone to places favorable

for nesting, in the grain fields and brush heaps. Their nest is

simple, almost such as a hen would make— a few leaves gathered

together. Last evening I came across a pair that had made their

home in a hoof track, in the now dry mud. The eggs vary in num-
ber. A friend tells me that he has counted twenty in a nest, but

I have never seen over fourteen. Those were of the color of a

guinea hen's eggs, about the size of a pigeon's egg, and shaped

like the turkey's egg. So careful is the mountain-quail if you
drive her from her nest, and so much as lay a finger upon the eggs,

she' will not return to it. The young are active as soon as

hatched.

Not far from us there is a pleasant little grove of bay trees on

a hillside shading a spring that trickles through the rocks into a

moss grown reservoir. 'The owner enclosed trees, spring, and a

level space with lattice work, and drove a flock of valley quail

into the enclosure. There he bred them, but so great is their in-

crease, he has repeatedly had to thin them out. They feed upon
grains, seeds, and green food. When I have had them caged, I

have given them apple, and of chickweed the demand exceeded

the supply, though I gave with a liberal hand. I have taught

them to feed from my hand by keeeping them in close quarters

with pet chickens of about their size, that had rather eat from my
hand than the ground.

The quail does not fly high. It can clear a picket fence, and
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that \a about all. It's wing is small compared with the wing of

the lark or robin—birds of equal size and weijiht. Comparing its

wini; ivitli tlie wing of tlie meiulow-lark, tlie l'eatlier.s number the

same, bur thn primaries of the quail are only as long as the sec-

ondarie.s cif the lark. The feathers of the q>i ail's are narrower,

more compact, and of finer texture. The lark's wing opens flat,

and cuts the air. The inner surface of tlie (|uail's is sliglitly con-

vex, and .scoops it witli a quick whirr. In the old times, when the

sportsmen wi'iit fir ipiail among the hills, they would be on their

ground at nLdit to rind their game at feeding time in the early

morning, and would remain late for the evening's feed, shortly be-

fore dusk. Their only other sure chance would be at noon, near

some lu'oob or sju-ing, where thcr came to drink. But now a days,

I will hear a bang at my very door, and as likely as not will see

some of my beauties dead or fluttering under tlie orchard trees,

and tliat too, in spite of the notice upon almost every fence board
and tree, "No shooting." The sportsman will shoot, and declare

that he cannot read.

I've yet to find one that cannot hear, though some have wished
they couldn't, for I've been in no wise

Calii'Ornia, April 10, 1876. Pacific.

PodLji^Y DE[=;^F^TFEfJj.

ed, we can fancy what the grand total value of all the counties in

all the States mni/ be

!

It is by no means a trivial business, indeed. There be those,

as we hinted lately in these columns, disposed to ridicule this

occupation, and the parties who follow it. Bnt if those who
incline to jest at the chicken fanciers and fowl breeders of this

country would reflect upon the solid importance and large value

of this interest in America, such ridicule would be turned to

wonder at the real facts in the case.

THE MARKET VALUE OF POULTRY AND EGGS,
Annually raised and consumed in the United States is immensely

greater than most of us have any idea of To say nothing of

the thous.ands of prime "fancy " fowls and pigeons every year

disposed of to .amateurs, small breeders, and public exhibitors

in America, the quantities of farm-poultry and eggs—including

the products of the turkeys, geese, ducks, fowls, and pigeons

produced on this side of the Atlantic—are enormous.

There is no doubt of the truth of the statement recently made
by an agricultural lecturer, that "the aggregate weight of dead

poultry sold yearly in this country exceeds by many tons the

weight of dead beef consumed in our markets!"

The product of poultry is continually on the increase, also.

There never has been, and probably never will be any glut in

the market of these desirable edibles—good chickens and fresh

eggs. The price has kept .steadily up to paying figures, too

;

and whether the times be hard or easy the change in the current

value of this product is not noticeable.

If we were to set down here some of the figures lately given of

the estimated millions of dozens of eggs sold in a single large

city market, in 1875, or note the millions of pounds of chickens

and other poultry there disposed of in the same year, the facts

would be almost startling, and seem incredible. Yet it is true

that no class of live stock in the country foots up in solid money
value, annually, the sum that is realized by farmers, poulterers,

and egg-dealers in the United States, at the present time, for

these always desirable and readily saleable commodities.

Of course the business of poultry and egg-production is dis-

seminated over a wide field, and great numbers of persons are

engaged in producing this aggregate, which is brought about in

individual small quantities, monthly. But when we know that

in a single county of Ohio, last year, according to ofiicial statis-

tics there were over $430,000 worth of eggs and chickens market-

THE SEASON IS NOW FINE
For the advancing work of the poultry-keeper, and the genial

days are propitious for the young chickens got out last month,

as well as for those now being hatched in these pleasant sunny

May days.

The present and the next month are fruitful usually, in the

forthcoming of young stock. Care should be exercised towards

keeping the tender chicks well housed at night—for the air is still

chilly, and they feel it, if exposed. On stormy and wet days,

too, they should be warmly sheltered, until they get well upon
their feet, and attain to a month or six weeks' age.

As "planting time "is now in order, the adult stock must be

limited for a period to their enclosed runs. Hens with broods of

chicks, should be cooped upon the grass lawns, or pastures—if

possible—where the little ones may have a free run among the

tender new herbage, and enjoy the fresh air during the day.

But old fowls will scratch up the seed in newly spaded or

plouglied ground, and can not be allowed their liberty longer, for

a few weeks. While in their temporary confinement again, they

should have a supply of green food—cut grass or vegetables

chopped up

—

daily, in addition to the essential needs also of clear

fresh water, gravel, occasionally chopped meat, broken bone, etc.,

for their comfort and convenience. Within the next thirty days,

the hatching will be over mostly, for this year—and as far as we
have lieard from, this season, much better success has been real-

ized in 1876, than in the last unlucky year, m this respect.

The hen-houses where the older stock must now be confined

should be thoroughly cleansed, if this necessity has not already

been attended to ; for, as the warm weather comes on, vermin

will accumulate and injure the stock, inevitably, if precaution is

not taken to keep this pest at bay.

READ THIS TWICE.
Pure air at all times must be admitted into the poultry houses

where chickens or adult fowls are confined, by day or at night.

This is indispensable to their health, their comfort, and their thrift

;

precisely as this same precaution is essential to the bodily welfare

of human beings in their dwellings, and especially in their sleep-

ing apartments.

Closely confined buildings where the poultry roost is a most

pernicious practice—at any season, and particularly where such

premises are over-crowded. Small holes or slits near the eaves

may be so easily made through which the ascending vicious and

obnoxious air can escape, that this arrangement ought never to be

omitted, in the absence of some more elaborate mode of certain

ventilation.

The roosts should be entirely below the range of such openings,

of course, to avoid the draughts of cold air which may be forced

inward, in severe weather. But these aijerturcs may bo secured

in winter, inside or outside, efl^ectually, and still afford ample out-

let for the rising offensive effluvia that emanates from the bodies

of even the healthiest birds, in confinement.

This question of thorough ventilation in the fowl-house or

pigeon-loft, is a matter of great import; and its constant appropri-
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ate observance tends vastly to keep our feathered pets free from

many of llio ailments caused (when wo least comprehend it), by

compelling them to inliale over and over again the foul air gene-

rated in completely closed, unaired apartments.
Duo.

INFORMATION OP VALUE.
To the breeder of pot stock, pigeons, poultry, etc., can best be ob-

tained through the columns of the journal of the present day

wliieli is expressly devoted to these s])ecialtiea. Books U])on the

subjects of rearing and treating fowls and small live stock are very

well in their way, but in a year's time, the amount of practical

and experimental work described in the pages of such a weekly

as the Fancieks' Journal, is clothed in such familiar language,

and is so directly adapted to the cvery-day practice and under-

st.anding of the fancier, that he more readily and surely acquires

a knowledge of all these matters, than he can otherwise obtain

through extended reading and at much greater pecuniary cost.

For those rca.sons, we urge it upon those who have not hitherto

patronized the paper which is exclusively devoted to the concerns

of the fanciers, to consult their own interests Ijy making a begin-

ning in this direction. In the course of a twelvemonth, the man
who keeps and breeds a clutch of rabbits, a loft of pigeons, a run

of domestic fowls—or other valued pets—can save, often, five

times the subscription price of tlie Fanciebs' Journal, in ob-

serving the hints it contains, or through practicing the recom-

mendations to be found in its columns from week to week, from

the ready writers who constantly contribute their practical experi-

ence to the pages of this paper. Spangle.

ADVICE TO FARMERS.
The mistake constantly made by poultryinen and farmers who

raise fowls for market only, as a rule, and who do not care about
" your fancy breeds," is that in their grasping disposition, and the

attempts they make to squcj^e out of their poultry-stock every

penny-worth of value that can bo extracted, or turned into money
from season to season, they disregard the necessary mode of pro-

cedure to continue to keep and make good their lines of breeding-

stock, from year to year.

These men inconsiderately sell or kill the largest and most tlirifty

of their mature fall broods, and content themselves with any of the

culls or meaner samples, to carry over the winter for next season's

uses as breeders. Anything (in their judgment) is good enough
in common breeding purposes, to re-produce chickens for the mar-
ket ; and so they make the most of their flocks year by year, send

off the best, and keep the scallawags to produce their future stock
—fince, in their opinion, too often "a hen is a hen."

Now, although it would appear almost self-evident that this

course is fatally erroneous, yet it is so commonly the practice, that

it is found necessary certainly to repeat a word of warning against
this wrong mode in practical chicken raising—where good profits

are desired, continuously—for the benefit of those who keep the

commonest breeds, for marketing purposes only.

The best of your flocks should be carried over, from season to

season, as future breeders. Select the largest, thriftiest, and ear-

liest maturing fowls for your own stock, and kill off all the rest.

Thus only can you continue to improve your product, and make
the business pay you fairly, in the end. The prime cause of the

deterioration in what is known as our barn-yard fowls—as to qual-
ity, size, and prolificness—is traceable directly to this careless

method we mention. The reversed mode, which is never advised,

will be found the true remedy for this erroneous and fallacious

kind of management, and the farmer or poulterer will quickly find

this change a profitable and judicious plan, if regularly followed

"P- Cricket.

THE CAUSE OP DISEASE.
Among poultry, pigeons, and other pet stock that maybe confined

within close quarters which are badly ventilated, or not ventilated

at all, has proved to bo one. of the first in magnitude, and a most
prevalent evil as well, with fancy stock in this country.

Leading scientists have latterly proclaimed the fact as resulting

from studied and repeated experiments that in human beings the

primal cause of diphtheria, scarlatina, sore throat, typhoids,

diarrhea, dysentery, mumps, and other common ailments originate

from zymotic or foul air influences, generated in our badly or

non-ventihitcd dwelling houses.

If this be true, and there is little reason to question the premises,

how advantageous must be a good system of ventilation for the

houses in which are confined our live stock, of any description.

With poultry, pigeons, or rabbits, the places they occupy in

which to breed and live by day and by night, most of the year

through, should be rendered more healthful than is generally the

case, in this respect, for much of the common illness tliat aflfects

tbem undoubtedly originates through the lack of a circulation of

pure air in tlieir houses.

A provision for good ventilation is so easily accomplished, we
are surprised that so little attention is given to this important

measure among fanciers who buy and keo]) fine stock, who erect

costly buildings for the comfort of their birds, and who expend
money in various ways for the convenience and improvement of

such stock, without looking to the advantages derivable from some
system whereby their imprisoned fowls, &c., may be saved from

the pernicious effects of the "close confinement" imposed upon
tlicm, as a rule.

Among the first needs in good breeiling, towards tlie continuous

health and thrift of our favorite stock, then, let it be remembered

that fresh air and plenty of it, is a desideratum in the fowl house,

pigeon loft, or rahbitry—at all seasons. The openings for such

circulation should be arranged diagonally at the top of the apart-

ments, .above the roosting and nesting places. A direct (or cross-

wise) draught of air is not desir.ihlo. The current should bo so

conducted in and out that it may enter and pass away in a circui-

tous channel. And the nests or perches should be so situated as

that the birds shall roost or sit below its passage. This plan

affords ready ventilation, without subjecting the inmates to sudden

chills, in severe weather.

In the colder nights, those openings may be screened, or

temporarily. But, at any season they may be opened during the

day, mostly. And this process will be found a most excellent help

to the condition of the birds, by a continual and effective removal

of the fowl fever-burthcned air that is generated from their bodies,

always, however nicely their premises may otherwise be kept.

CROSS BREEDING.
We read a few weeks ago in an exchange, an account by an

experimenter with poultry, who affirmed that a new breed of

fowls cannot be made, by any system of crossing two already

established breeds.

In principle, no doubt this assumption is very nearly correct.

But there exists amj^le evidence, nevertheless, that all "breeds,"

or varieties of poultry stock in the known world, to-day, came
from the wild originals, and are made up by a crossing of their

progeny—which, in various climates and with the new surround-

ings of domestication, have come to be the Game, the Dorking,

the Cochin, the Brahma, the Leghorn, the Spanish, the Ham-
burg, the Bantam breeds, etc. Else, why this diversity of color,

form, size, and different marked characteristics, whicli define

these separate varieties ?

Again, how is it, if a new breed cannot be made by crossing,

that we have the Seabright Bantams, gold and silver-laced^-the
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modern Duck-wing Giimes—the Gray Dortings—the Light and

Dark Brahmas—and lastly the later Plymouth Rocks—all recog-

nized as " new breeds " within half a century ; each being a

made-up fowl from crossing, without any doubt in recent years,

and all of which now breed their like, with close fidelity ?

Wo consider it a mistake to assume that " a new breed " can

not be made that will produce its like as truthfully, in a general

way, as do any domestic birds we now have—provided sufficient

time be taken to establish the variety, and the proper method be

adopted by successive selection and correct mating of the proge-

ny of the cross to obtain tlie color and points derived.

This cannot be consummated assuredly in a year, or two—or

in five, perhaps. But with patience, perseverance, judicious

selection, and care—the purpose eventually may be accomplished,

because we know it has already been compassed. And what

man has done, man maij do again.

CLEANLINESS.

Clean, pure houses for poultry, like those for all animals, are

always the most healthy, as they are the most comfortable.

Whenever the premises where chickens are kept—be the numbers

great or small—become foul from accumulation of the droppings

of the birds, the tainted air that rises from this foulness is swift

to engender disease ; and it will quickly affect the inmates more

or less disastrously.

From this impurity of the atmosphere which poultry is com-

pelled to breathe over and over again, when confined to narrow

limits especially, come roup, sore heads, and other filthy diseases

which we too commonly meet with or hear of in certain places.

Next to vermin, this condition of interior foulness in the hen-

house is the worst trouble we have to contend wiih, where wo

are obliged to keep the fowls shut up closely—for example in

cold or bad weather. And like this first-named evil, few breed-

ers comprehend how serious an evil this actually is.

Domestic birds must be kept diligently free from the lice-nui-

Siince, to prosper, but they should also be kept cleanly within

their quarters ; and the air they breathe should be kept untainted,

if you would avoid diseases amongst them.

While the floors should be swept, raked, or scraped out every

few days, in cold weather, if you have many birds together in one

apartment, then it is a good plan to sprinkle charcoal dust and

finely broken charcoal about the floors. This is an excellent

absorbent and deodorizer. The birds will peck it, too, and eat

more or less of it, while it is clean and fresh. It will benefit

them, largely.

Ventilate your houses daily, any way. Let the foul air out.

Observe due cleanliness within your coops, and you will find this

a preventive to disease—which is far better than the attempts to

cure illness, that will follow your neglect in this matter.

WILL FANCY POULTRY PAY BEST.

We often read that pure-blooded fowls will "shell out" best,

but such has not been my experience.

I find that hens with a standing comb, which fanciers call a

lop-comb, or one with legs not colored as the books demand, or

one slightly faulty in some other direction, will provokingly lay

just as many as the perfect beauties. Of course this should not be

BO, but such is the case.

In fact I have been the most successful by crossing the different

breeds. A flock of fowls looking like "two peas in a pod," are a

beautiful sight to behold, but there the great advantage ends. It

is perfectly legitimate for persons with strong tastes for looks to

gratify that taste by the perfect uniformity of his fowls, or in

any other direction, but this may be carried beyond the point of

profit.

The old lady who whitewashed her coal was very likely a pat-

tern of neatness and taste, but she evidently carried her hobby to

excess.

In poultry-keeping the person who cares only for looks, will

frame a different management from one who cares only for profit

;

or from one who desires to combine these two desirable ends.

One can easily see that persons selling eggs at high prices for

hatching, are the greatest gainers by this "keeping up to the stand-

ard of excellence," as it is called.

Should people learn to be less particular about appearances

then "Othello's occupation would be gone," or at least greatly

interfered with, and then we should hear less complaint about

"fancy eggs" batching.

I desire to cast no reflections upon honest " hen fanciers,"

—for such there are—but at the same time there are some who are

evidently dishonest, and many more who are so careless in ship-

ping eggs that it almost amounts to dishonesty, to the buyer at

least.

My own experience in paying two to four dollars per dozen for

eggs has proved very unsatisfactory. Many others are constantly

making the same complaint.

Honest dealers will not object to these remarks, for it is the

"galled jade that will wince." Persons who are at great expense

in importing and breeding fancy fowls, should of course be well-

paid ; and it would be very unreasonable to object to this, but

they have counterfeit followers who should be avoided as far as

possible.

I know of several instances where some of this latter class have

picked up some very fine looking fowls—not well-bred—and

palmed them off for pure bloods.

I recall one instance, where two fanciers traded cocks and then

reported that they had paid $100 for them. That is, C had

bought a cock for $100 of H, and had paid him with another at

the same price. This practice is not so very imcommon either.

A person purchased one dozen Dorking eggs aud succeeded in

hatching out two Black Spanish chickens, the balance of the

eggs refused to yield anything. Buy only of those you have

reason to believe will deal honestly, and remember that the hens

you now have will with proper care probably prove as profitable as

will any of the (to you) new breeds.— Germantown Telegraph.

(ITor Fanciers' Journal.)

CROTCHETS OF THE POULTRY FANCY.
BY PETER SIHPLB.

No. 12.

The longer we live the more we learn—as a rule. Sometimes

this result does not follow; because with all rules there are the ex-

ceptions. Peter Simple is but a simple-minded individual, and he

feels that he must be " an exception " in the way of learning

—

frequently, if not oftener. But he has just discovered a formid-

able crotchet among our so-called "poultry fancy," which he de-

sires to note in the scries of everyday crotchets he observes.

It is quite as easy to deceive one's self, oftentimes, without real-

izing it—as it is difficult to fool others without their finding it out.

But "we never deceive anybody for a good purpose," says Bruy-

ere ; and knowing, adds malice to falsehood—be the deception

direct or implied.

Peter is struck with the force of this brief sentiment, upon read-

ing in a recent issue of the Fancieks' Journal a very lengthy

story from the secretary of a western " National " fowl association,

relating his woes in connection with the late Chicago exhibition

muddle.

In view of this " disinterested account " afforded us by the of-

ficial referred to, Peter recalls the fact that prior to the above

mentioned show, (in common with many friends to so "promis-
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ing" an enterprise) ho was the recipient of a neatly printed and

very liberally tvoitUd programme, inviting him and the rest of

mankind to eorac to the exhibition ; where "unprecedented "offers

of" thousands of dollars in premiums not inflated in value" were

to be paid to contributors, who would join in making the affair a

success.

In that shrewdly worded programme, (which Peter has re-

ferred to again this week) he can not find any intimation that

those who " inaugurated this movement (not) for their own ag-

grandizement," C!) according to the secretary's late screed in the

Fancikrs' Jodknal, made any mention that " they wore over

sanguine in offering this unprecedented amount." And so every-

body took it for granted that this handsomely prepared circular

;(ieun< what it professed to intimate, in such very polite and win-

ning phraseology.

But alack ! I'eter was deluded. For how true is it that " there

is falsehood which represents truth so well that it would really be

judging ill not to be deceived by it." Yet P. S. is not ditfcrcnt

from most other men, who, like musical instruments, seem made

to be played upon. But trickery, though at first sufficiently cau-

tious, is pretty certain in the end to betray itself. However, the

official now mentioned may characterize other criticisms in the

poultry journals which have spoken of the bad management at

Chicsgo, he certainly will not "pronounce" the above statement

"misrepresentation from beginning to end," because Peter writes

with the documents before him—he had contributed to that show

in good faith—he was " awarded" one of the promised premiums

— (which cost him five times its ichole value to compete for), and

he did not get but C5 per cent, of what the programme agreed be-

foreliand to paij him.

And whij was this thus ?

Simply because the society did not inform him (and the rest)

" in the first place," when it cheerfully asked us " will you come

into our parlor?" that the real gist of the invitation was that if

they didn't draw ull the foolish fiics into the net preparing for

them, that the bottom of the mesh might drop out; and—while

the insiders would meanwhile look out for themselves—the dc'il

might take the hindmost ! This is what turned out to be the

" English of it."

Now, the official who attempts so sharply to write down the

editor of the Journal and his correspondents (in No. 17 of your

paper) in this controversy, does not make a single point, that

Peter can discover—and he has "given his article a careful exam-
ination." But the editor is quite competent to take care of his own
affairs in this matter. Peter speaks only for himself, and speaks

at all only because he has been fooled, and dislikes to be caught

napping by anybody—even in this smooth, sly manner, and in

comparatively so small a way. " It is the principle of the thing."

But of all things, cant in the hen trade is the meanest. This is

worse than fowl itch ! Carlyle says that "cant is the materia prima
of Satan ; from which all falsehood, imbecilities, abominations

body themselves—and out of which no truth can come."

This secretary now writes, " in the first place, exhibitors were
asked to bear the burden, because they reaped the greatest benefit

from the show," etc. Now / cannot find in the circular issued be-

fore the event came off "in the first place," any such request.

Had there been any intimation of this kind, I should not have
touched it. Nor would a score of others I wot of gone near the

exhibition from this section. Nobody " in the first place " asked
us " if the exhibitors were willing to take the promises of the asso-

ciation for 35 per cent, of their claims "—nor did anybody contem-
plate, with that wily circular before him, that they would " expect
others to take such promises for the full amount due them."

There was no such proposition. The association agreed to do
certain things, if we would contribute. We contributed, won
prizes, paid our own large expenses to the show, in entry-fees, etc..

and did not get what we and the society fairly bargained for, while

they took care not to intimate to us in advance, " in the first place,"

that we migid possibly be fugled out of a third of what was right-

fully due us, and at the same time that tiiey and the ring imme-

diately around them would, any hour, get then full pay for ser-

vices, and for everything furnished the society for this exhibition.

Now Peter Simple is a very innocent young fancier, but he is

no " sore head." Not muchly! And he belongs to no faction, or

ring, that he is aware of. How others who have taken this

Chicago chicken-fizzle in hand may be conditioned, Peter neither

knows or cares. What he likes is open, fair play " in the first

place," and in the last place—every time. That's all.

The management of the Chicago show was wrong—from the

•start. It was managed wrongly in the end. And the evidence of

this is found in the repeated resignations of its leading officers,

since the report of the show and the condition it is in was pub-

lished.

The secretary does well to inform the fraternity that he rises to

explain in the Fancieks' JotJKNAi, "without consultation with

other officers of the association." Tliis is undoubtedly true I

And, as he concludes, "they shall not be held responsible" for

the cant and bosh of his recent ridiculous and false tirade—which

does not change a single fact or position presented by those who
have fairly criticized the doings at the great western show, while

the author of this original crotchet simply assumes anew a decep-

tive and unwarrantable (though semi-ofiieial) attitude throughout

—in Peter Simple's judgment—by his futile attempt to induce

the readers of the Journal to believe that "two and two make
five !

"

New York, May 10, 1876.

The Laying Hen op the Period.—An exchange says : "We
have found that hog's lard is the best thing to mix with the dough,

to give hens, to make them lay. One cut of this fat, as large as a

walnut, will set a hen to lay immediately after she has been broken

up from setting, and by feeding them with the fat occasionally,

the hens continue to lay through the winter." A better plan still

to make hens lay, is to place under them the Connecticut hen trap

nest. An ingenious false bottom is so contrived as to allow the

egg, when once deposited, to drop through into a cushioned sack;

the hen rises up and is just on the point of cackling furiously,

when, as she easts her eyes around and espies no egg, she holds

her peace, out of a modest dislike to make "much ado about noth-

ing," and immediately lays another egg—when, to her astonish-

ment, the same joke is repeated. A Jersey farmer exhibited a

patent nest of this description, recently, at the Farmer's Club, in

this city, with a hen on, and produced a bushel of eggs in sixty

minutes. Besides, the hens are warranted not to set.

The Patent Hen's Nest.—The Kilkenny cats have passed

into a proverb. Even that tale is almost matched by one more re-

cent, of a hen which went to lay in a new patent hen's nest, in

which the eggs drop through a trap door, and so deceives biddy

that she keeps on laying. This particular hen went on the per-

suader, as the invention is called, and never came off again. The
owner visited the persuader at night. In the upper compartment he

found a handful of feathers, a few toe nails, and a bill. In the

lower compartment were three dozen and eleven eggs. The deli-

cate constitution of the hen had been unequal to the effort ; and,

fired by young ambition, she had laid herself all away.

Cause AND Effect.—Publican. "Your dog's very fat. Sir.

Pray what do you feed him on?" Traveler. " Well, he has no
regular meal ; but whenever I take a glass of ale I give him a
buscuit, you know !"

—

Punch.
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SCOTCH HOUSE AND AIR TUMBLERS.
To the uninitiated it will no doubt seem somewhat strange that

birds bred from the same parents should in some cases prove Air

Tumblers, and in others House Tumblers ; this, however, is easily

understood when it is explained that the most successful method

of breeding performing birds is to cross birds of high merit in the

one class with equally high merit in the other class, the object

aimed at being, by the use of th"; Air Tumbler, to prevent the tum-

bling of the House Tumbler from degenerating into rolling, an

evil which cannot be too carefully guarded against in birds which

tumble so near the ground. On the other hand, if it is wished to

add to the amount of tumbling done by the Air Tumbler, with

regularity in the performance of it, there is nothing to equal the

cross with the House Tumbler for producing it. Of this fact I had

lately a striking testimony from an old fancier of probably between

sixty and seventy years of age, who told me that he had bred

Flying Tumblers during the greater part of his life, but that un-

til he obtained a cross of some House Tumblers some four or five

years ago he had done comparatively little good with them. On
account of the method in which numbers of these birds are bred

the produce must vary considerebly in the character of their per-

formances, and, besides high-class House and Air Tumblers, many
birds of fair quality are produced whose charactcrislics are of an

intermediate type, and many possessing little merit at all, even

when the parents are highly bred and the matching all that could

be desired. Indeed, if one-half the young produced prove of first-

rate or medium quality, the owner may be considered to have ex-

traordinary good luck, as this would be much above the average

rate.

I shall now endeavor to describe some of the characteristics dis-

played by these birds from the time of their leaving the nest until

they finally develop into the full maturity of high-class performers,

leaving out of account altogether birds of an intermediate or in-

ferior type, as it would be impossible to describe in a brief space all

the vagaries which one observes.

House Tumblers vary greatly in the age at which they begin to

tumlile ; some commence almost as soon as they can fly ; in some

rare instances they have been known to do so the first time they

were seen to come out of the nest ; others, again, do not begin

until they have reached some considerable age, one of the best I

ever had never having been known to tumble until it was three

years old. In fact they may begin at any age between six weeks

and three years, or possibly even later, although I never knew of

any older, but I suspect very few birds which have not previously

shown any tumbling properties, are allowed to reach this age, the

one to which I have alluded having been discarded by two differ-

ent owners who knew how it was bred, and ultimately developed

into a "first-class incapable" in the hands of a party who bought

it for 6 d., and knew nothing about its parentage.

I incline to think, although ultimately there comes to be little

difference between the performances of the two sexes, that as a
general rule hens begin at an earlier age than cocks, but in the

majority of cases both sexes are tumbling by the time they are fit

for pairing ; in either sex, if a well-bred bird possesses any special

merit in shape or coloring to make it desirable to breed from it, it

should not be parted with for want of tumbling until thoroughly

well tried, as it is a popular belief, perhaps not without some foun-

dation, that it is the best birds which develope latest. The great

bulk ofyoung birds, before beginning to tumble, " back" for some
time, but in a few cases they go clean over at the very first attempt.

I have among this season's birds two hens which I never saw
" back " at all ; the one is now tumbling excellently in the house,

and the other doing as well for its age outside ; the latter I counted

doing twenty times a minute when it was little more than two
months old.

After the young House Tumblers begin to tumble, as a general

rule they do not do any great amount of work at the very first,

but perhaps tumble only at intervals few and far between ; if kept,

however, in regular training they generally all improve more or

less, and many of them soon do a pretty fair amount of work, tum-

bling moderately if not extensively when flying in the air. At
this stage it is very difficult to say to what class they will ultimate-

ly belong, but if they reach thirty times a minute I set them down
as Air Tumblers, as but few House Tumblers ever come to do this

amount of work when flying, the change from an Air Tumbler
into a House Tumbler generally taking place before this point is

reached.

The transition generally takes place very suddenly; in one

instance, which I have on the authority of a gentleman on whose

word I rely as much as if I had seen the performance myself, it

took place in a bird which had never previously tumbled at all,

while it was sitting on the top of his house, the bird all at once

becoming unable to fly for tumbling, and ever afterwards remain-

ing a first-rate House Tumbler. In birds which are kept in

training the change is generally preceded for a few days by a

rapid improvement in the amount of work done, but as the per-

formance becomes more regular and steady the style of doing it

generally becomes worse, the tumble being accompanied with a

greater sweep' in going over; and although they m.ay now do less

steady flying between the performances than an Air Tumbler,

doing forty times a minute, they will rarely count more than

twenty times. When the flight rises a bird at this stage will now
be speedily seen in the roar unable to rise with it or make the

same progress, and if, finding its inability to continue with the

others, it tui-ns in time and settles on the top of the house, it will

be better to cofinne it afterwards, as it will probably be tumbling

inside in the course of a few days, if it is not already doing so.

Should it persevere and go too far from home it may become ex-

hausted, and be obliged to settle down on the top of some house

from which it may not be able to rise for hours, and perhaps not

at all, as some prowling cat may put an end to all further efforts

on its part, or perhaps it may come down to the ground by grad-

ually descending tumbles resembling a flight of stairs. But it

should not roll down; if it do so, the probability is that if it

come from any great height it will be killed, or at least severely

injured; if it descends in the way I have described it will reach

the ground from any height totally unhurt. Should it happen to

alight in the public street it will probably be seized by the first

boy who passes, instantly thrust out of sight under his jacket,

and without loss of time exchanged for 6rf. in the first poulterer's

shop he comes to, in happy unconsciousness that he might have

made a better bargain by returning it to its disconsolate owner.

While it would be impossible to set down any certain time for

Air Tumblers to begin performing, I think they make a com-

mencement more uniformly when young than House Tumblers

do, and in their case the improvement in the amount of work
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they do goes on steadily increasing with age, until it reaches the

full maturity of growth, without any of the spasmodic spurts to

which House Tumlilcrs are subject ; and not only does the

amount of work they do increase, hut the more numerous the

tumbles become the more cleverly is the performance made, the

improvement in style being more particularly noticeable after

they have reached the stage at which House Tumblers begin to

deteriorate.

The only reason which occurs to my mind for the difference

between the two birds is that the Air Tumbler is by far the gamer

bird of the two ; that while the House Tumbler gets frightened

and overpowered by the weight of tumbling which is upon it, the

Air Tumbler through sheer courage learns to catch himself so

quickly that the tumbling proves but little impediment to his

flight. This does not, however, account for the whole difference,

as a House Tumbler will devolope into an "incapable," even if

never trained, but only allowed liberty in the open air, and some,

even although never flown out of the loft ; such birds never hav-

ing been under the influence of any great amount of tumbling

cannot possibly succumb to that. I may here add that I have ex-

perience of never allowing them out of the loft, of giving them

entire liberty, and of training them, and of the three ways have

found least success in the first, and the greatest in the last. It

uniloubtedly requires a good deal of attention to keep them in

proper condition, but without it the qualities of the best Air

Tumblers must remain hid.

In structural differences there is but little to note between the

two classes. I find amongst my own birds that the Air Tumblers

possess eyes of surpassing clearness in the pearl, decidedly supe-

rior to the House Tumblers, but I am told by persons of more

experience than myself that this is not at all a general rule. I

have also two first-class House Tumblers, a cock and a hen, with

drop wings, hut do not recollect of haviag seen a good Air Tum-
bler with such, and do not think that they would give suflicient

power to keep the air and tumlde much, as I look upon a drop

wing as an indication of a weak wing.

In my next communication I shall give some notes on the

House Tumbler as a bird of the loft or aviary.

Scotch Thistle, in Journal of Horticulture.

1 J E jVI S.

Salem, Mass., is the least bit amused at a recent recognition of

Darwinism by Coroner Walton. An ofiicer reported the discovery

of the body of an infant, and the coroner solemnly " proceeded to

the spot,' where he "viewed the remains," after which he had

them conveyed to an undertaker's. A physician, having examined

the body, found it to be that of a monkey.

In a crowded horse-car the other evening, a gentleman who was
seated, resigned his place in favor of a slender, pale woman, who
carried a large child in her arms, and was being jostled this way
and that with the motion of the car. To the gentleman's surprise

a burly individual took the seat before the lady could reach it. " I

meant the lady to have my seat," said the gentleman, angrily.

" Veil," replied the other, settling comfortably back in the seat,

"Dat ish my wife."

A Si/EEPT Sovereign.—Some people—potentates as well as

privates, lose by travel, while others gain. Among those who
gain nothing the Sultan of Turkey is to be classed, if we may
credit the testimony of the London Times' correspondent. He is

said to present the appearance of a man "consummately bored."

His harem education is said to have "buried his mental faculties

in gloomy ignorance." His memorable tour of Europe in 1867, is

said to have left on his mind a confused memory of " that bustling

outer world which goes, Whirr ! whirr ! all by wheels, and whiz !

whiii ! all by steam." Ho buries himself in tlie concentrated self-

ishness of his harem, apparently unconscious of the influences.,

war-like and diplomatic, internal and external, which threaten one

day to awaken him disagreeably from his dreamy existence, and

perhaps to change the crescent into a waning moon, and to dismiss

the Moslem from his European holdings.

A Hint to Coal Consumeks.—A very common mistake is

m.ade and much fuel wasted in the manner of replenishing coal

fires, both in furnaces and grates. They should be fed with a little

coal at a time, and often ; but servants, to save time and trouble,

put on a good deal at once, the first result being that almost all

the heat is absorbed by the newly put on coal, which does not give

out heat until it has itself become red hot. Hence, for awhile, the

room is cold, but when it becomes fairly aglow the heat is insuffer-

able.

The time to replenish a coal fire is as soon as the co.als begin to

show ashes on their surface ; then put on merely enough to show

a layerof black coal covering the red. This will soon kindle, and

as there is not much of it, an excess of heat will not be given out.

Many almost put out the fire by stirring the grate as soon as the

fresh coal is put on, thus leaving all the heat in the ashes, when

it should be sent to the new supjily of coal. The time to stir the

fire is just when the new coal laid on it is pretty well kindled.

This method of managing a coal fire is troublepome, but it saves

fuel, gives a more uniform heat, and prevents the discomfort of

alternations of heat and cold above referred to.

Tkout in Wells.—Few people are aware of the qu.antity of

dirt that falls into a well and increases the impurity of the water.

The filth comes in the form of worms, flies, bugs, grasshoppers,

and everything in the insect tribe that flics or crawls about the

yard. Nine-tenths of this insect filth would be eaten 'oy a good

sized trout, and when once put in a well a trout requires but little

attention, other than to give him a few bread crumbs in winter

and flies and grasshoppers in summer, for in eating habits a trout

is as voracious as a crow, or, like him, can subsist on a very small

quantity of food. In my well a common brook trout had nothing

to eat save what fell into the well by accident and a few grasshop-

pers in summer, for five years, yet, in the aquarium, a ti'out six

inches long will regulary eat two or three minnows a day, and

when first taken from the brook he will eat double that number of

minnows two inches long. Yet in the well tended aquarium

this speckled member of the finny tribe excels the trout in his

native haunts as much as does the high-grade or full blood Short-

Horn, the native steer. In fact I think this is a truthful com-

parison, and any one who is familiar with the trout in the shade

pool of sparkling water and in the aquarium will endorse this asser-

tion.

Although a trout has a very large mouth, and "can eat his

bigness," for breakfast, dinner and supper, I would not put a

smaller than a six -inch trout in a well, and only one unless great

care can be exercised to feed them regularly, for the larger will

devour the smaller.

Considerable pleasure can be derived from seeing a trout in

the well come to the surface of the water and sometimes quite out

of the water to take a fly or grasshopper thrown to him. Aside

from the pleasure, the greatest argument in favor of putting him

in our wells is that of cleanliness. The measure of the dirt we
must eat in a life time has been fixed at one peck, yet our ances-

tors wisely kept from settling the quantity we should drink, for

open coverings and untight curbs make a wide variation in the

circumstances attending our draughts. Let us divide with the

trout, who is better entitled from his cleanly habits to share with

us the undesirable.
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EDITORIAL DEPABTMEJfT.
We have received the statement made by Judge Luce of Iowa

City, in relation to the management at Cliicngo, and as soon as

room can be found for them will publish such portions as may bear

upon the "points of interest."

CHANGE OP NAME.

The name of The Western New York Poultry Society has been

changed to "The Buffalo International Poultry Association."

A NEW MARKET.

Messrs. McKeen & Hulick of Easton, Pa., have sold, to be

shipped to Venezuela, South America, one trio of Light Brahraas

and one pair of Partridge Cochins. The L. B. cockcrell weighed

12^ lbs., and P. C. cockerell weighed 13 lbs. Good prices were

realized. They also sold for the same destination two Short

Horn Calves. Messrs. McKeen & Hulick have been very suc-

cessful, and we are pleased to notice the above sale.

The Fanciers* Journal, the excellent publication of Mr. Wade,
of this city, has been discontinued here, an i united with the Poul-
try Exchange at Hartford, Ct., where the joint paper will be issued
in the future once a week. If it continues to be as valuable as it

was in the hands of Mr. Wade, it ought to prove a success in its

new home.— Germantown Telegraph.

We transfer the above to our columns, not to show that the

Editor has been misinformed, but we are proud of such a notice

in a journal like the Germantown Telegraph, where notices are not

bought but earned. Had the Editor of the " Swine and Poultry

Journal" read the editorials in the above paper for the past iO

years he would have been too honest to have written the editorial

in his last paper about this Journal. Policy before principle seems

to be the motto of Mr. Ward.

THE CHICAGO MUDDLE.

As our readers are aware, the Poultry Bulletin of New York,

very severely, but very justly criticised the management at Chicago.

It returns to the matter in its last issue in the following manner :

April 17th, just as we were preparing this number for the press, we rece'iTed

the April number of the American Poultry Jnurnal and Record In it we find

a very long editorial devoted to the above matter, ami containiDg this para-

graph :

" We have received the April number of the Poultry Bulletin, which ech-
oes and prints a re-hauh of the Fanciers'' Journal articles. We regret this

hasty action on the part of the Bulletin, and are sure the owners of that Jour-
nal will not endorse its editor in being led into this thing by tlie Fanciers^
Journal clique. The Bulletin is too old to be caught by such chaff, and should
know better."

Ilad the editor, or the secretary, or whoever wrote the above, carefully read

the article referrel to in last month's Bulletin, he would have noticed that

we made no charges against the N. P. A. that are not substantiated by their re-

port. We have been led by no one. We feel ourselves perfectly competent

to judge of the policy of the action and strjiightforwardness of the Ex. Com-

mittee of the N. P. A., without consulting with " owners" or any other man.

The Bulletin is now in its seventh year ; half of that period we have stood at

the helm, during which time we have never published a statement which would

not bear investigation, or which we had to retract.

It has always been our rule to publish nothing which is not backed up by

positive proofs. Jfany better proof of misTnanage-inent is needed than the cir-

culars of the N. P. A, itself we nutst confess we caiinot see it.

The N. P. A. cannot complain of injustice ; we give this month, the gist of

the letter of Mr. Willard, and the report of Messrs. Luse, Enos, and Seamans.

And while we are glad to see and say that their report exonerates the Ex.

Committee from any fraudulent intent, we still remain convinced that it does

not clear them of the charge of ill-advised and narrow-minded action^ and a

culpable and careless expenditure of thefunds donated.

The Bulletin quotes the few lines worth attention in Willard's

splurge, and after intimating that all it amounts to is a simple

denial of the Journal's statements, exonerates the officers of

charges of misappropriation of funds, and fraudulent action, and

says ;

—

"But still there remains the palpable proofs of gross mismanagement. While

the " report " absolves the officers from guilt, or rather wrong doing, it does

not explain hoiu the money was spent.

It is evident that Mr. Willard was very insufficiently paid for his labor ; bub

where and how the remaiuderof the large sum of $1,900 was expended, wo are

not enlightened. We have received many letters from Westernfanciers upon

this matitr, all regretting the action of the Association, and while acknowledg-

ing that our criticism, in April issue was just, still deprecating too hasty judg-

ment, and endeavoring to palliate the matter as much as possible. Of course,

as Western men, it is natural for them to defend their leading Aesociation as

far as possible
;
yet one of the acknowledged leaders of the fraternity in the

West, who was one of their Vice-Presidents, says in his letter, in speaking of

this same labor account, " I would like to have contracted for the job at

©l.OOO."

We alluded to the matter in our last issue as a "fated mistake ofafeio ill-ad-

vised and narrow-minded men.'''' We cannot say that ive yet see any reason

for modifying that language. It ie certain that but a very small minority of

the Executive Committee had any hand in this action ; and they had no right

to involve the good name of prominent officers of other Associations in their

own mistakes.

The statement that other associations have taken the same action is a

poor excuse. Had the printed Rules and llegulations on Premium List, con-

tained the statement that in case ofadeficiency of receipts thepremiums would

6e;7aid^)ro-ram, then the action would have been perfectly proper; but no

such notice appeared. The duty of the managing committee was to immedi-

ately notify all the officers of the N. P. A. of the deficiency, and ask for an as-

sessment or loans to make up the deficiency. Failing in that, the next step

should have been a loan, secured by the Association, to be paid at the next

Exhibition. This could readily have been effected in so large a city as Chi-

cago.

To our own personal knowledge it has been done by other societies in a like

situation. But should both these resources have failed, then a statement to

that effect, accompanying the pro-rata dividend, would have been proper and

satisfactory to all the exhibitors.

It zs" aji unfortanate a^ff'air to cdl concerned, and its effects will not soon be

dissipated. The Association had and still has our most cordial wishes for its

success, and we sincerely hope that the present trouble may not ia any way

damage its future prospects."

GoF^F^ESpOflDEfJCE.

do dogs reason.

Mr. Editor :

In conversation with a friend a few evenings since, speaking of

dogs, lie related the following circumstance, which certainly goes

to show that dogs have reasoning faculties as well as man, not-

withstanding statements to the contrary, hy those who have look-

ed into 'the matter. The gentleman has a Newfoundland dog a

year and a half old, who acquired tlie trick of catching chickens.
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and being detected was punished quite severely. A short time

afterward tlie gentleman missed more chickens, and ascertained

that the cause of their disappearance was a cat, which the family

prized liifjhly. He thought he would cure her. So taking a chick-

en into tlie house, and placing it upon the floor, in the presence of

the cat and dog. Pussy immediately sprang for it, when the dog,

who had anxiously watched proceedings, although being a most

excellent friend of the cat, at once interposed, and giving a warn-

ing growl, placed one fore paw on pussy's back, holding her so

that slic could do no damage. Now Nero evidently knew that he

had been punished for doing that which the cat was about to do,

and probably argued, or reasoned with himself this way, if 'tis

" wrong for mo, it must be wrong for her," so stop.

Occasional.

Jos. M. Wadk, Esq.:

Dear Sir :—Is there any remedy for a sick fowl 1 Any hope

but the grave, for a diseased rooster 1 I have never known one to

recover, with the best and fondest care, inspired by a genuine love

for the fowl as a pet, and as a source of profit ; with clean quar-

ters, roomy, and free from vermin, weekly changes of food, pure,

clean water in abundance, a 20 acre field of grass to run in. My
chickens have, during the past week, sickened and died, one by

one. Every night brings its funeral, and the day is ocupied with

hospital duties and cares. Is there any "balm in Gilead," or else-

where 1

The fowls which have thus died, have been hens of Buff Cochin

variety, 12 to 15 months old, in good condition, and laying regu-

larly.

The symptoms are, loose, green and white discharge, loss of

appetite, (refusing all food,) indisposition to stir from one spot,

combs and wattles nearly white.

As I have already stated, they have had the best of care, and

have not been crowded in their quarters, only 12 fowls roosting in

a coop ten feet square, and nearly six feet high, well ventilated,

and unscrupulously clean.

Heretofore I have bragged about the freedom of my little flock

from disease of any kind, and have attributed the contrary experi-

ence of others to lack of care, or improper feeding ; but now I

have nothing to say, only to

" Bury them darkly at dead of night."

Please open wide the fountains of wisdom, gathered from expe-

rience, and tell me through your columns what is to be done to

remedy this sort of disease? Something practical, not merely

theoretical. I have tried many nostrums, including charcoal, pep-

per, ginger, garlic, and onions, &c., &c., but all without avail.

Please allow me through your columns, to ask advice.

Truly yours,

HOW HE WAS CURED.

[From my Diary.]

January 20, 1876.

Going to the chicken house this morning I found St. Patrick,

my $20 Partridge Cochin Cockerel, doubled up in a corner; his

comb black and drooping; he was so weak he couldn't stand, and

was shaking as if with a chill.

I put him into a roomy nest box and hurried him in by the

kitchen fire. I medicated two htilf glasses of water, one with No.

6, and the other with No. 1 of " Humphrey's homeopathic family

specifics," and gave him a teaspoonful of No. 6—a half hour

afterwards I gave him the same quantity of No. 1 ; after that

alternating them .an hour apart, until to-night, when he seems

better ; his comb is brighter and he feels equal to standing. I

put him on the floor and he took two steps.

" The Croaker " called about noon and seeing my patient

pronounced him " beyond relief—^will die for sure before tomorrow

this time." " Not if I can help it," I answered.

Jan. 2Ist. St. Pat. continues to improve, but seems to have

much diarrhea. Have given him No. 4' in place of No. 6. Have

put a pellet of the medicine dnj in his throat instead of bothering

with the water every hour.

Jan. 23. St. Patrick weak, but otherwise all right. Have kept

him in the hospit.al yard, allowing him to drink but four times to-

day, and keeping him on boiled milk, and bread diet.

Jan. 27. St. Patrick discharged from hospital to-day—cured.

I crowed for him, when I saw the croaker passing at noon.

Mem. To tell the Fanciers' Journal at some time that " Hum-
|)hrey's homeopathic specifics," used as if for children with the

same symptoms, are ahead of anything for ailing poultry. I treat

my birds "as if they were human," as G. W. Burnham once said

—and death has got to have a tight grip on them to get them from

me.
Pacific

ARE WHITE LEGHORNS GOOD LAYERS ?

Results from thirteen hens, from Nov. 1st, 1874, to Nov. 1st,

187.'), two thousand six hundred and thirteen eggs ; is it good or

not ? Also, from two hens for March 1876, forly-six eggs.

AuRAHAM Perry,

Monroe, Orange Co., N. Y.

West Chester, April 26, 1876.

Friend Wade :

—

If A. Witzel, of No. 16 Kceler block, Rochester, N. Y., still

lives, I would like to know, for I sent him one pair, and one odd

Yellow Barl), in October last, for which, I was to receive a pair of

White Pouters. In two or three days I received a letter from him

saying he had sold the White Pouters the day before he received

mine, but he had a very fine pair of Blue Pied Pouters which he

would send. I wrote hira to send them. He said he would send

them in two weeks, and that has been four months ago. I wrote

him six letters, and he will not answer them.

Yours truly,

T. W. Cos, West Chester.

New York, May 1st, 1876.

Friend Wade :

—

No. 16 just received. Your compositors have made me say

some very ambiguous things.

In my " answer to Mr. Chapman," fourth line from top should

read, " Mr.Chapman's letter regarding our exchanges. I sent him

etc.," very materially altering the sense of it, you see.

Again, in second paragraph, my quotation from Mr. Chapman's

letter should have ended with the word "age." The sentence

" The death of the Rabbit was not therefore chargable to me " was

my own, not Mr. Chapman's, as your compositor put it. Please

correct, and oblige, Your's truly,

A. M. Halsted.

BurrALO, May 4th 1876.

Fanciers' Journal, Hartford, Conn.:

—

At our last meeting it was unanimously decided to hold our

next show, Feb, 1st to 8th, 1877, inclusive. We shall make every

endeavor to have this show excel in every respect, all our former

cflbrts in that line. The meeting was a full one, and by an unan-

imous vote every member donated $25 apiece, (inclusive of the

premium list) as a " contingency fund."

Yours truly,

Geo. W. White, Sec,

Buffalo International Poultry Association.
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HcBBAKD, O., April 22, 1876.

Jas. M. Wade, Esq.:—
Deak Sik ;—I received this day by steamer Idaho, one trio of

Black Red Games. The birds were selected for me by Maj. J. H-

Crycr, Soutliport, England. The stag sent me is a splendid bird,

ho has been exhibited in England tliree times, and won two 1st

premiums, and one 2d, in very large classes, and severe competi-

tion. Yours,

T. A. WiNPIELD.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solidtedfrom all.

—Elderly agrienltarist to season-ticket-holder in the train

:

"You don't have no ticket?" "No, I travel on my good looks!"

"Then," after looking hira over, "probably you ain't goin' very

far !" General smile.

—At the show the other eveninf; a gentleman sarcastically

asked a man standing up in front of him if he was aware that he

was opaque. The other denied the allegation : he said he was not

opaque—his name was O'Brien.

—A white robin was seen Monday on Garden street in

Hartford. The bird had the same red brest as the rest of its kind,

but the crest of its head and all the trimming which with ordinary

robins is black, was in this one entirely white.

—A Short Stat.—Atthemeetingof the Academy of Sciences,

at San Francisco recently, a specimen of the Madrona spidtr, cap-

tured in the Santa Cruz mountains, and mentioned a short time

before, by a visitor, was received. When presented to the Acade-

my, this little fraud was alive and creeping.

—The delusion which the Elm City has been nursing so many
years, that the oak which stands in front of Farnhnm Hall, New
Haven, is a seedling of the famous Charter Oak of Hartford, is

now dispelled by a matter-of-fact old gentleman, who proves it to

be a white oak, while the Charter Oak was red.

—It is said that the female fox during pregnancy is scentless,

and from observation I am disposed to believe it. Surely this is

one of the most remarkable instances of the care with which Prov-
idence watches over the welfare of inferior creatures, and the pre-

cautious that have been taken to insure the ])erpetuation

of the races. I have known a pack of English fox hounds

to be unable to follow the scent of Reynard during the breeding

season—I cannot believe that they were unwilling to do so. .

J. M. McCann.

—The Scientific American says "in Algeria there is a river of

genuine ink. It is formed by the union of two streams, one
coming from a region of ferruginous soil, the other draining a

peat swamp. The water of the former is strongly impregnated
with iron, that of the latter with gallic acid. When the two
waters mingle, the .acid of the one unites with the iron oftheother,

forming a true ink. We are familiar with a stream called Black

Brook, in the northern part of this State, the inky color of whose
water is evidently due to like conditions."

—Mr. Wade : I heard a story the other day, that I'll send
you to serve up for gos.sip if it isn't too big. Messrs. MeCann
and Huon may not be able to swallow it entire. But 'twas the
gunner himself that told the tale. A gunner went out gunning.
A flock of several thousand cowbuntings alighted upon a side hill.

(That much I think I can vouch for, for I've seen as tnani/ as tluit

get in the acacia trees by my door, and keep up their shrill trill

upon two notes, with an occasional chirp thrown in, until I envy
the deaf, and wish my serenaders were dumb). The ground was
black with them, the gunner tired, resting his gun so its contents
should sweep the flock.

He says he had for game, 158 dead, and many wounded 1

Maybe VVm. Perry, of North Strabane, Pa., can do better than
that- Pacific.

—The Pcma.—{Felis concofor,) is found in both Americas. They
are quite numerous in the wild mountain districts of West Vir-
ginia, and are found in most of the Atlantic States. They sub-
sist principally upon deer, watching their paths and springing
U]ion them from trees ; They also lay in wait for them at " licks,"

and sj)ring upon them when they ome to drink. They are ex-
tremely cowardly, never attacking man unless they have been
wounded ; though they will carry off and drown children if they
find them in the thick woods unprotected. It is said by travelers

that the lion will hide himself in the jungle at the approach of a
white man, though he will boldly attack and carry off a negro.

So the Puma will hide himself in the laurel thickets at the sight

of a hunter, but sceius to recognize t!ie fact that he has nothing to

fear from a child. They are popularly called " Panthers," and
are very destructive to the domestic animals in the mountains.
They are active and powerful, and are said to be often victorious

in battle with the bears. Though taken when quite young they
never become domesticated, but are always uninteresting and dan-

gerous pets. J. M. McCann.
•—We have a little bird here—in California—smaller than the

yellow bird of the East, smaller than the smallest full grown ca-

nary I ever saw, .and the local name for it is Wild Canary. I have
not been ahle to examine them closely, but the males, I think, have
a bright yellow breast, whereas the females are dusky yellow, al-

most a dark gray. The first time I noticed them was on a bright,

warm day in March. Walking through the orchard, I noticed an
apple tree that seemed to have leafed out. Said I "is it possible

that one day's sun can do that V Getting nearer to it, I saw that

it was filled with these tiny birds. For weeks they flitted among
the orchard trees, until the linnets came. For ten days now I have
not seen them. Where have they gone ? Their flight was quick,

and in the sunlight the dash of their wings was almost a sparkle.

Their note was simple, but sweet. I noticed them feeding upon
nothing but the egret of the thistle and dandelion. I have seen

the whole colony settle upon the mass of green .and gold that we
call California dandelions, and so light were they not a stem seem-
ed to bend with their weight.

I wonder are they wild canaries 1

—The "RtCE Paper" Plant.—The Washinr/tnn Star states

that a new door-yard plant has been distributed from the

Botanic Garden at the capitol this year, denominated the Aralia
papyri/era. This plant produces the beautiful substance known
as rice paper ; it has soft, downy palmate leaves ; it grows ten feet

high, with a stem four inches in diameter, full of white pith like

the elder; in a full-grown specimen the pith is about one inch

in diameter. It is divided into pieces three inches long, and by
the aid of a sharp instrument is unrolled, forming the thin narrow
sheets known as rice ])aper, greatly used by the Chinese for drawing
figures of plants and animals, and also for making artificiiil flowers.

Until IS.'JO the source of this substance was unknown to scientists.

The Chinese, on inquiry, gave very fanciful figures and descriptions

of it, illustrating the fact then, as now, "for ways that are dark
and for tricks that are vain, the heathen Chinee is peculiar."

It was first introduced from the island of Formosa to Europe, at

Kent gardens, in 1 8.53 ; from' there it has been widely disseminated.

It is almost naturalized in some part of Australia; in the Southern
States, and perhaps California, it will flourish. As an outdoor
ornamental foliage plant it is well worthy of cultivation in any
part of the country.

-Hdon has received the feather of the owl which loingedhswuy
with the foot of the same bird, from distant California, and shank-

ing his unseen friend E. S. S. for both, will endeavor to classify

and call the " dear defunct" by its proper name. It is pleasant,

very pleasant to be held in such kindly remembrance, at such a

distance, with so manymilesof continent.lying between. May the

time come when the distance will be less, and for the kindly feel-

ings may they never decrease whatever distance divide.

From the feather and foot sent, I name the bird to which they

belonged, as one of the genus brachi/otus, species crtssinis (Brewer)

or " American short-eared owl," which is found in North America,
from Greenland to Cuba, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific

Ocean. It has been found also, in the Sandwich Islands, Brazil,

and near the straits of Magellan.

In color " short-ear" is a very pretty bird, its plumage being a

reddish buff, streaked and spotted with dark brown, the tail feath-

ers of the latter color barred, and tipped wiih reddish buff. The
ruddy brown primaries are bound with dark brown, tipped with
ashen-gray—several very decided bai-s of dark brown cross the tail,

iind the facial disc is to the eye, becoming lighter towards the cir-

cumference, and edged with a white line. With the exception of

the white skin, the whole irnder-surface of the body is light butF

with dashes of brown upon the breast, and a few long streaks of

the same color upon the abdomen. The legs and thighs are pale

buff, the claws and beak black, and the eyes golden yellow, and its

measurement, when full grown, is 15 inches in length with an alar

or wing extent of from 42 to 4-4 inches.

In habit, short-ear is much like other owls. His food is of mice,

bats, and Ijirds, and in the stomach of one shot some time since

was found the remains of a half grown rat. Mrs. Short-ear makes
her nest of grass and moss, in which she lays three eggs, seldom

more. Neither she or her husband are high-flyers, nor .are they
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very powerful on tlie wine, as tliey will never fly more than a the fore legs nntil all the twigs are eaten. They peel off the bark

hiii'ulreil yards. Tnilecd they scciu jicat lovers of tcrra-(i

mainin"- on it as long as undisturhi'J, anJ lueonioting over it in

long leaps—that seemingly is a specialty with it:

" In the hollow tree, or the old gray tower,

The Short-eared Oul doth dwell;

Dull, haled, des]iised in tlio sunshine hour,

But at dusk he's abroad, and well

!

Not a bird of the forest e'ei mates with him.

All mock him outright by day
;

But at night, when the woods grow cold and dim,

The boldest will shrink away.

! when the nightfalls, and roosis the fowl,

Then, then is the reign of the Sl.ort-earcd owl."

Does the description and the picture fill the bill, my dear E. S. S.

HuoN.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

HOW THE BEAUTIFUL GATES CAME AJAR.

'Twas whispered one morning in Heaven, how the litile white an-

Sat e'en beside the portal, sorrowing all the ilay. [gel May,

How she said to the stately warden, he of the golden bar,

"0, angel sweet .anirel, I pray thtc, leave the beautiful gates ajar.

I hear my dear mother there weeping, she is lonely, she cannot see

A glimmer of light in the darkness, when ihe gates close after me.

One gleam of the golden splendor, 0, warden, would shine so far."

But the angel he wbispcr'd,"I dare not leave the beautiful gates ajar."

Then up arose Mary the blessed, sweet Mary ihe moilier of Christ,

Her hand on the hand of the angel she laid, and her touch sufficed.

Then turned was the key in the portal, fell ringing the golden bar.

And lo ! in the little child's lingers stood ihe beautiful gates .ajar.

"Aud tins key for no further using to my blessed Son shall he given,"

Said Mary the mother of Jesus—tendeie«t heart in Heaven.

Now ncvera s.ad-eyed mother, but may catch the glory afar.

Since safe in the Lord Christ's bosom are ihe beauiiful gates ajar.

Helen L. Bosrwicii.

THE MOOSE.
This magnificent deer, the largest of its tribe, like the reindeer,

is confined to the colder portions of the northern hemis])here.

They .abound in the northern parts of Maine and New Hamp-

shire, in Labrador, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Canada.

A few are still found in New York, west of Lake Champlain, in

the counties of Essex, Lewis, Hamilton, etc., especially in the

noighbor!iood of the giant Adirondacks, a region almost as wild

as when the white man first penetrated its recesses. The south-

ern limits of this species here is about Latitude forty-three degrees

;

they are especially numerous in the northern Eocky Mountains

;

in this range they extend as far north as Mackenzie's river, in

latitude sixty-nine degrees. Farther east they do not exceed

sixty five degrees. Baehman, on the Quadrupeds of North

America, has an excellent article on this animal, from which the

following extr.acts are made.
" The moose are abundant in the north of Quebec, and in the

northern part of the State of Maine. In the neighborhood of

Moose river, near the southern parts of Hudson Bay and the

lakes of its vicinity, they are .abundant. In the summer they

are fond of frequenting lakes and rivers, not only to escape in-

sects which then molest them, but to avoid injuring tlieir antlers,

which during their growth are soft and very sensitive, besides,

such situations afford them abundance of food. They there feed

on the wat:r plants, or browse upon the trees fringing the shores.

In winter they retire to the dry mountain ridges, and generally

yard, as it is termed, on the side facing the south, where there

are .abundance of maples and other hard wood trees upon which
to feed, either by browsing on tender twigs or peeling the bark

from the stems of such as are three or four inches in diameter.

Their long pendulous upper lips being admirably adapted for

grasping and pulling down the branches, which are held between

by placing the hard ]>ad on the roof of the mouth against the

tree, and scraping upwards with tlieir sharp gonge-like teeth,

completely denuding the tree to the height of seven or eight feet

from the surface of the snow. They remain near the same spot

as long as any food can be obtained, seldom breaking fresh snow,

but keeping to the same tracks as long as possible.

The antlers begin to sprout in April, and at first appear like

two black knobs. They complete their growth in July, when

the skin which covers them peels off and leaves them perfectly

white ; exposure to the sun and air, however, soon makes them

quite brown. When we consider the immense size to which some

of them grow in such a short period of time, it seems almost

incredible that two such large excrescences should bo deposited

from the circulating system alone. The first year the antlers are

only about one inch long ; the second year four or five inches,

with perhaps the rudiment of a point, the third year about nine

inches, when each divides into a fork, still round in form; the

fourth year they become palraated with a brow antler and three

or four points ; the fifth season they have two crown antlers, and

perhaps five points, the points increasing in size each year, and

one or two points being added annually, until the animal arrives

at its greatest vigor; after which period they decrease in size,

and the points are not so fully thrown out. Thej- expand five

feet nine inches, to the outside of the tips, the breadth of the

])alm eleven inches w^ithout the points, circumference of shiift

clear of the buiT, nine inches, weight seventy pounds. The old

and vigorous animals invariably shed them in December; some

of four or five years old luave been known to carry them as late

as March; but this is not often the case. The rutting season

commences in September. The male then becomes furious,

chasing away the younger and weaker ones. When two of equ.al

strength meet they have dreadful conflicts, and do not separate

until one or both are severely injured. At that season they are

continually on the move, swimming lakes and crossing rivers in

pursuit of the female. The female brings forth in May. The
first time she brings forth one fawn, but afterward two.

The seasons for hunting the moose are March and September.

In March, when the sun melts the snow on tlie surface and the

nights are frosty, a crust is formed which greatly impedes the

animal's progress, as it has to lift its feet perpendicularly out of

the snow, or cut the skin from its shanks as they come in eon-

tact with the icy surface. It would be useless to follow them

when the snow is soft, as their great strength enables them to

wade through it without any difficulty. If you wish to see them

before shooting them from their yard it is necessary to approach

to leeward, as their senses of smelling and hearing are very acute

;

the erack of a breaking twig will start them, and they are seldom

seen any more until fatigue compels them to knock up. Hunters

sometimes find out the beaten tr.acks of the moose (generally

leading to water) and bend down a s.apling and attach to it a

strong hempen noose, hanging .across the path, while the tree is

confined by another cord and a sort of trigger. Should the ani-

mal's head pass through the dangling snare, he generally miikes

a struggle, which disengages the trigger, and tlie tree springs

upw.ard, lifting the animal off its legs and strangling it. Another

method of hunting them is as follows : In September two per

sons in a bark canoe paddle by moonlight along the shores of the

lake, imitating the call of the male, which, jealous of the ap-

proach of another, answers the call and rushes to the combat.

The canoe is paddled by the man in the stern in the most death-

like silence, gliding along imder the shade of the forest, until

within short shooting distance, as it is difficult taking a sure aim

by moonlight. The man in the bow fires, when if the anim.al is

only wounded he makes for the shore, and is tracked by his blood

the next day to where he has lain down, where he is generally
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found unable to proceed any fiather. None of the deer are more

easily domesticated, the reindeer not excepted. In Canada they

have been often trained to draw sleds or carts with great swift-

ness and steadiness.— Waverli/.

THE TULIP MANIA.
The first tulip seen ia Europe was beheld at Augsburg, in

Germany, in 1559, and was imported from Constantinople, where

it had long been a favorite. Ten or eleven years after this the

plant was in great demand in Holland and Germany. Wealthy

burghers of Amsterdam sent direct to Constantinople for their

precious bulbs, and paid extravagant prices for them. The first

roots planted in England were brought from Vienna in the year

1600, and were considered a great rarity. For thirty years tulips

centinued to grow in reputation.

In 1634 the rage for tulips among the Dutch was so great that

the ordinary industry of the country was neglected, and the

whole jjeople turned to the production of tulips. As this mania

increased, prices increased with it, until in 16.35 merchants were

known to have spent $40,000 in the purchase of forty tulips.

At this time each species was sold by weight. A tulip of the

kind known as the Admiral Lietkin, and weighing 400 grains,

would sell for $1,800; the Admiral Von der Eycke, weighing

450 grains, was worth $500 ; a Viceroy of 400 grains would

bring $1,200. Most precious of all, a Semper Augustus, weigh-

ing only 200 grains, was thought to be cheap at $2,200. This

last species was much sought after, and even an inferior plant

would readily sell for $800. When this species was first known,

in 1636, there were only two roots of it in Holland, and those

not of the best. One belonged to a dealer in Amsterdam, and

the other was owned in Haarlem. So anxious were the purchas-

ers for this new variety that one person offered twelve acres of

valuable building land for the Haarlem tulip. That of Amster-

dam was sold for $1,840, a new carriage, two gray horses, and a

complete suit of harness.

Strangers who «ame for the first time into Holl.ind were wholly

unable to comprehend the great mania that spread among the

people. One wealthy merchant, who prided himself not a little

on his magnificent tuli]) bed, and on the new flowers he was

expecting to grow the coming year, received a call one morning

«arly from a sailor, who told him that a ship of his had just

arrived, and that he was sent to give him the news. The glad

merchant immediately went to the back of his store, selected a

nice red herring, and gave it to the sailor for his breakfast. The

sailor loved herring very much, and onions more ; and having

just arrived from a foreign voyage, his appetite for vegetables

was proportionately sharpened. Seeing a small pile of onions,

as he supposed, lying on the merchant's counter, he slyly seized

his opportunity, took tlie top onion, and deposited it in his pocket

as a companion to his lierring. He then left the store and pro-

ceeded tio his ship and his breakfast. Hardly had he left when

the merchant missed his valuable Semper Augustus bulb, worth
®1,400. The establishment was soon in an uproar, for the valua-

ble root had just been brought in that morning, and had been
noticed by many. After every clerk had been examined and
declared his innocence, one of tbem remembered to have seen
the sailor draiying his hand away from the pile of roots

and putting it in his pocket. The merchant instantly started

for the door, and hurried down t« his vesseh The first thing he
saw was the sailor sitting on a-eoilof ropes eating his breakfast.

No sooner had tte merchant sprung on board and advanced
toward him than the sailor put the last bite of his onion into his

imouth, and leaned forward to hear what the owner had to say.

He sterisly denied stealing any tmlip, but admitted he did take
one onion, -"but it didn't have jjiuch of the taste of an onion
either." The merchant, as he turned away, told the astonished
sailor that " it would have been cheajier for him to have break-
fasted the Prince of Orange and all his court."

—

Harper's Mag-
azine for April.

Exct]i\rJqEs.

([^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-
scribing- and oEfering for ExcliaDiy;e only, will be allowed at 25 cents
for e:ich and every insertion. l"or every line extra 10 cents will be charged.
(E^^"T0 EXCCANGES FOR CASH'' Or "OREKKBACKS," "WANTED A PDRCHA3ER,"

or ''WANTED AN OFFER," etc-, etc., cauDot under any circumstances be admitted
to the Exchange or Want column.
H^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

BliACB. LIST.
B. J. King, Providence, R. I., is complained of by several who claim to have

leen unjustly dealt with by him.

T< J. McDANIEI^j Hollis Center, Me., wants a good patent lever
hunting watch in exchange for a nice G. S. Bantam cock, and eggs from a
flock of 9 Brown Leghorns, scaling from 87 to 97 points-

W. ATLEE: BURPI^E:, Philadelphia, Pa., will exchange Bark
Brahma eggs for eggs of first-class Geese, Ducks, White Turkeys, Polish,
Games, Spanish, &c. ; will also trade Cheater Mammoth Seed Corn.

GEO. B. COBB, Lake View, Paterson, N. J., will .supply immedi-
ately any selection of Vegetable, Field, or Flower Seeds, Plants, Bulbe, &c.,
at cash prices, and take in exchange good breeding stock of most any brei'd of
thoroughbred Poultry, or eg{:^8 from same, at cash value. What ofTerti? State
wants, and particulars and prices of stock you will exchange, ^^'rite at once.

liON. IIARDMAN, St. Joseph, Mo., has Wright's Illustrated Book
of Poultry, (bound), Vol. I. Fancier's Journal, (bound,) 1 barred-wing Blue
Swallow hen, 1 White Jacobin cock, 2 White Calcutta Fantail hens, extra, to

exchange for Italian Greyhound bitch, (to be lined before being sent) ; Black
and Tan Terrier bitch, (must be a good ratter) ; White Spitz bitch, pair of
Black Spitz or Fancy Pigeons. AVill accept nothing but first-class stock, and
am willing to pay difference in value, if any, in cash, if stock is satisfactory.

"W. H. BKACKETTX, Boston, Mass., will exchange Lop-eared,
Dutch, or llimalayau Rabbits, or Guinea Pigs, for choice Black Rose-Comb
Bantam hens or pullets. Address, care of Washington National Bank, and
name price of Bantams.

JOS. M. BECK, Hammonton, N. J., will exchange a pair of Bis-

mark Setter pups, liver and white, 9 weeks old, male and female, for a pair of
Blue Pouters, or six Brown Leghorn pullets, or offers. Mothing but good
stock wanted, as mine is first-class.

C. \V. BOYCEj Albion, Mich., will exchange White, Black, or Brown
Leghorn Eggs, of best strains, for Fancy Pigeons, Pouters, Blue Fantails, or
Black Tumblers preferred ; a Black Tumbler hen wanted also. Tumblers
must be warranted to tumble, and none but fine birds wanted. Will buy if

stock and price is satistattory.

H. F, "W^HITMAN, Box 154, Baltimore, Md., will exchange a No. 1

pair of Blue Crested Magpies, for Owls, Turbits, or Antwerps. Must see the
birds before exchanging. ^
STKEETEa, SON & CO., Youngstowu, Ohio, have BUick Bald

Head, Solid Black, Mottled, Splashed, Dun, Sil. Dun, Red and Yellow Tumbler
hens, Fancy Poultry, and eggs from same, to exchange at a bargain ; for one
old small While African Owl hen, one or two Black Jacobin cocks awd one
Yellow Jacobin hen, all with pearl eyes.

BOX 86s Tamaqua,Pa.,win exchange one B. B. R. Game Bantam cock,
and two Ginger Red Game Bantam hens, tor the same number of B. B. Red
Game hens, not older than 1874 hatch. Will give good stock ; want no other.

Please write and describe.

FRED. H. GATES, Sugar Notch, Luzerne Co., Pa., has three large

and fine Newfoundland pups, tone male, two females), about three and a half
months old; will exchange for fancy Poultry, Pigeons, small Black and Tan
dog, or offers. Give full description, and write quick.

C. N, BROWK, Unadilla Forks. Otsego Co., N. Y.,willexchange eggs
from La Fleche, Silver Grey Dorkings, White Leghorns, Brown Leghorns, for

Plymouth Rock, or Bronze Turkey eggs. Will give two dozen heu's egg for one
of Turkey's.

B. HUIiSE, Box 23, AUentown, N. J., will exchange Eggs from L. &
D. Hrahmas, P. Cochins, P. Kock, S. S. Hambnrgs, Houdans, and Fancy
Pigeons, for Eggs of W. C. B. Polands, S. S. Polands, Brown Leghorns, or
Silver Duck Wing Game Bantams. _____^_^_^^
BKOSE, No. 27, Hand St., Rochester, N. Y., will exchange one pair

choice Starling Priests, one Blue Swallow cock, (barred,) one Red Trumpeter
cock, and one White African Owl hen, for White African Owl cock, Yellow
Trumpeter cock, Blue Jacobin cock. Black Swallow cock, or Red Pile 0. Ban-
tam hens. Only extra a;ood birds will be received, as mine are firct-class.

H. O. IjAMASOi"^', Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa., will exchange
Fantails, Common Pigeons, Geological Specimens, Confederate llills, and rare
Coins, for Black or Dun Carriers. Good birds, none others wanted.

li- J. NE^VHARB, AUentown, Pa., will exchange a fine Wire Trap
Cage, can be used to trap Indigos, Goldfinches, Catbirds, Cardinals, &c. ; also

Bird Lime, for Black, Blue, and Yellow Fantails, or a good Solid White Pouter
ben, or a Blue Pied Pouter cock. Pouters must be large and heavy booted.

"IVEATHERB.Y, Druggist, 24th and Spring Garden, Philadelphia,
Pa., will exchange a few very select and No. 1 Fancy Pigeons. These birds

are bred from my imported stock that I selected lor my own fancy, and im-
ported at great expense, consisting of Solid Yellow Fantails, Solid Yellow Tur-
bits, Yellow Owls, Yellow Jacks, White Owls, Blue Owls, and a few young
Antwerps, bred from my birds, imported from Mr. Brunin, editor" of Journal
L'Epervier BruxcUs. What is offered.

WR. J. W. GREENE, Chillicothe, Mo., will exchangeonefive-toed
" Frizz " rooster, or a chicken-guinea hybrid, (a rare curiosity,) for a pure
Black Red Game cock, or for thirty pure Game, Houdan, Dorking, or White
Leghorn eggs ; or for two tested Italian Queens.
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HELIOTROPE,
ITow strong; they arc, those subtle spells

Tliat lurk in leaves and flower-bells,

IJisinii from faint perfumes
;

Or minglinp; with some olden strain.

Strike throuirh the music shafts of pain,

And people empty rooms.

They come upon us nnaw.nre,

In crowded halls and open air.

And in our chambers still

;

A song, an odor, or a bird.

Evokes the spell, and strikes the chord.

And all our pulses thrill.

I loitered but an hour ago,

With lagging footsteps lired and slow.

Along the garden walk
;

The Summer twilight wrapped me round.
Through open windows came the sound
Of song and p'easant talk.

The cdor-stealiug dews lay wet
And heavy ou the mignonette
That crept al)out ni}' feet

;

Upon the folded mossy vest

That clothed the ruby rose's breast.

It fell in droppings sweet.

It fell on beds of purple bloom
From whence arose the rare perfume
Of dainty heliotrope

;

Which smote my heart with sudden power
My favorite scent, my favorite flower,

In olden days of hope !

Ah, me ! the years hare come and gone,
Eiich with its melody or moan.

Since that sunshiny hour,
When, for the sake of hands that brought,
And for the lesson sweet it taught,

I chose it for my flower.

Faint-scented blossoms ! long ago
Your jjurple clusters came to sho^7

My life had wider scope
;

They spoke of love that day—to-night

I stand apart from love's delight.

And wear no heliotrope.

Between to-niglit and that far day.
Lie life's bright noon and twilight gray,
But I have lived through both

;

And if before my paling face
*

The midnight shadows fall apace,

I see them, nothing loth.

Only to-night that faint perfume
Eeminds me of the lonely gloom
Of life outliving hope

;

I wish I had been far to-night.

What time the dew fell, silver-white

Upon the heliotrope

!

—All The Year Round.

—Those days are lost in which we do no good ; those worse than
ost in which we do evil.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

A "WORD ABOUT AARON BURR.
The very recent death of Gen. Alexander Hamilton, naturally

recalls to mind that of his father, the celebrated statesman, which,

as is well known, was caused by the pistol of the no less celebra-

ted Aaron Burr.

Every reader of American History is so well acquainted (or sup-

posed to be) with the ehar.icter of Hamilton, and Aaron Burr,

and the circumstances which led to their duel, fought at Weehawken,
July nth, 1804, and the consequent death of Hamilton at his home
in New York, on the following day, that it is needless for the

purpose of the present article to further allude to it, but there is

something in connection with one of the duelists which is called

to mind at this time by tlie death of tlie youngest son of the

other.

Aaron Burr, the elder one of the presidents of Nassau Hall,

Princeton, N. J., and Aaron Burr, his son, one of the Vice-Presi-

dents of tlie U. S., arc both mouldering in the dust in Princeton

grave yard, or wh.at is now called in the fiishion of the day—" The
Cemetery "—and the writer of this h.as in his younger days stood

many a time and often by the grave of the elder Burr, and ponder-

ed over the long Latin inscription on his tomb stone.

An account has frequently gone the rounds of the ne\vspaper.s,

and though often contradicted, still it will ever and anon come up
again, taking a fresh start as a fact, that the body of Aaron Burr

the younger was carried to Princeton by night, and secretly buried

at the foot of his father's grave ! The story is wholly untrue, and

without the shadow of a foundation ! As though a grave yard

nearly surrounded by inhabited houses, could have its gates un-

locked or broken open in the night, a grave dug, and a funeral

cortege after passing without detection through the main street

of the town, there being no other way of travel, be admitted, the

duties of burial performed, and depart without notice ! And all

this without the least necessity ! Burr's vices had been forgotten

or forgiven in the thirty-two years which had rolled away since

the duel, and its sad consequences, and up to the hour of his death,

fallen as his fortunes, and he still had friends who were willing

to pay respects to his remains under the light of the sun. But to

the fact.

Aaron Burr died in his home on Staten Island, Sept. 13th,

1836 ; and his body was carried to Princeton in open day, arriving

on the 16th, when it was at once taken into t?iechapel of Nassau

Hall College, when and where the funeral service was performed,

the writer of this being one of the audience then present.

The funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Carnahan,

the President of Nassau Hall. The text was from 2 Corinthians,

vii, and 31 v. " For the fashion of this world passeth away,"

the whole discourse being eminently appropriate to the large com-
pany of students who constituted the main portion of his hearers.

In the course of his remarks. Dr. Carnahan gave the reason why
the remains of the deceased were brought into the chapel, and the

services held there rather than the church. On account of his
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ancestry (Burr's father and grandfather, the learned Jonathan

Edwards, were hoth Presidents of Princeton ColU'gc, and lie him-

self a graduate) he had peculiar claims on the college, and there-

fore in his dying moments he had requested that his remains should

be brought to Princeton, and phiced at the feet of his father and

grandfather. I remember, much to my disappointment, that the

preacher declined to enter into any details in speaking of the char-

acter of Burr, but there was one sad event he said he could not

pass without special notice, and that was the duel in which Burr

had made himself a murderer in tlie eyes of God, if not of man,

and here the Dr., knowing he had before him a class of just such

hot-bloods as Burr represented, gave solemn warning by the mel-

ancholy example of the deceased, to avoid similar errors, which,

he said must " inevitably lead to similar results." "Hamilton,"

said the speaker, " must bitterly acknowledge his guilt in the duel,

sinning with open eyes—entering into it against his conscience as

well as against his feelings, for he himself had been a sorrowful

victim to the murderous law of dueling, his own son, a promising

youth of but twenty years of age, having been killed about two

years before, in a political duel. Nor did Burr," said the speaker

with great emphasis, " escape his share of punishment, for there is

no doubt that the fatal result of that duel was a subject of the

most bitter and painful regret to the survivor for the remainder of

his days."

Now, in this particular. Dr. Carnahan has been contradicted by

almost every writer who has had a word to say about Aaron Burr,

nearly all agreeing that he never, at any time, expressed a single

regret for the killing of Hamilton, or the consequent misfortune

he brought upon the bereaved family, but it seems that Dr. Car-

nahan was justified in his assertion, and the evidence appears to be

here.

Dr. John McCan, ex-President of Princeton College (Nassau

Hall) has among his papers a letter written by Aaron Burr, in

which Dr. McCan thinks is found the real convictions and feelings

of the writer. This letter was written under the following circum-

stances.

Very soon after his return from Europe in 1812, Burr went on

a visit to an acquaintance residing some miles from New York, on

the banks of the Hudson. He was not aware that just at that par-

ticular time a death had occurred in his friend's family, and the

first object which met his eye as he entered the parlor was a corpse,

laid out in the usual way for burial. Burr gazed on it for a mo-

ment, and with the exclamation of " good God !" sank into a chair;

covering his face with his hands, he remained, apparently in the

utmost agony for the space of ten minutes. Suddenly he arose,

and without another word he left the house, and took the first boat

back for New York, the next day he wrote the letter now in the

possession of Dr. John McCan. In this letter Burr apologized

to his friend for his abrupt departure, alleging that his feelings

were so excited at the unexpected sight, that he could not remain,

nor at the moment give any explanations of his conduct ; then

follows these strong expressive words, " Ever since that sad event

which severed me from the whole human race, I have been as

incapable of giving, as of receiving consolation. I became palsied

in body and mind by such scenes." [True or false t True, Dr.

Carnahan thought, who knew of the letter, for among Burr's

vices lying does not seem to appear.] If this letter be genuine,

of which there is no doubt, then Burr has expressed deep regret

for the crime, and told us that he was haunted by the appalling

image of the fatal scene while even the sight of a corpse "palsied

him in body and mind." So much for the secret burial by night,

and Burr's cold, heartless indifference, disposed of by the funeral

services in broad day. And now a word about another absurd

statement.

The mysterious raising of the monument over Burr's remains

is a story which has also gone the rounds (and is still going) of

the newspapers, has formed an article for more than one maga-

zine, and even has ]ilace in Parton's life of Burr.

This too (the story goes) was done in the dead of night, and

with such expert secrecy that nothing was known of the matter

until the citizens of Princeton, one morning waking up beheld the

marble memorial in all its pristine freshness glittering in the rising

sun I All romance! Think of a tliickly populated "Country

city," every mouth gaping for news—allowing the necessary mason

work for a foundation to be done in secret, in a graveyard where

funerals were taking place constantly, and a monument of con-

siderable dimensions cai'ried through the main streets of the town,

and finally placed in position, without detection or exciting the

curiosity of a naturally inquisitive community ! Says Mrs. Beecher

Stowe (Ministers Wooing, chap, xlii): " It is well known that

for many years after Burr's death the odium that covered his name
was so great that no monument was erected over him lest it should

become a mark for popular violence." Sheer nonsense, and only

created as a preface to the tombstone story. Mrs. Stowe herself,

declares Burr to have been " no worse than the men of his time,"

and gives him credit for many real acts of kindness and generosity

to the poor, friendless, and unfortunate. It is well known that

Burr, up to the hour of his death, was still possessed of a circle of

warm, obedient friends ! Where then was the popular violence to

come from? Distant enemies were not going to follow him to

the rural grave yard of Princeton ! It was surely not to come from

the residents of Princeton, one half of whom were too much em-

ployed in their daily avocations to care anything about the mat-

ter, while of the oiher half it is more than likely very fiw remem-

bered anything of Burr, if they had ever known, and now cared

less 1 There was nothing to fear from the students of Nassau Hall,

for it may safely be said two-thirds of them almost worshiped the

memory of Burr, for his character of both gallant and duelist.

Seeing this then, there would be no necessity for all this mystery,

and as there was none about the burial, neither was there any

about placing the marble stone over the grave. Further says

Mrs. Stowe :

"A laborer in the vicinity who first discovered it [the monu-

ment] found lying near the spot a small parte monnaie which had

been used in paying for the workmanship." How did the laborer

or you Mrs. Stowe know that? All very good romancing, niad-

ame ; about as true as your Byron story, but the truth is the "mem-

orial" marble was put up first as all such work is done—in broad

day light, and under the gaze of many lookers on—the mason and

stone cutter performing their work in the usual manner, were paid

for the same at the usual place, from a cash drawer in an office in

daytime, and not in a grave yard at dead of night, from a parte

monnaie, to be thrown away (very stagey, this) when payment

was made, as though the owner had no more use for money nor pock-

etbooks in this world. In conclusion, if any person is curious

enough, and thinks it will pay, let him make a pilgrimage to

Princeton grave yard and read the name of the stone-cutter, and

the locality of his marble yard on the mysterious tombstone which

marks the spot where lies all which may now remain of the gal-

lant, courageous, but restless and unscrupulous intriguer, Aaron

Burr. . Edwakd E. Hulfish,

Princeton, N. J.

—AiB AND Sunlight.—From an acorn weighing a few grains,

a tree will grow 100 years or more, weighing several tons. A
large part of this growth is derived from the sun, air and water

—

but little from the earth. Wood and coal arc but co densed sun-

shine, which contains three elements equally important to animal

and vegetable life—magnesia, lime, and iron in the blood, which

gives it its sparkling red color and strength ; the lime in the bones

imparts to them the durability necessary to bodily vigor, while

the magnesia is important to many of the tissues. Thus the more

sunlight we enjoy the healthier we shall be and the longer will life

endure.
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THE HOPE EXPRESSED
By Mr. A. D. Warren in a lute number of the FANCiEns' Journal,

(in his cominenLs regardinR the recent National Poultry Exhilii-

tion in Chicago,) is one that all the fraternity will certainly join

in—to wit, that " Boston and Buffalo, in the winter of 1877, will

show our Western friends how to manage a Poultry Exhibi-

tion."

There is no doubt our eastern brethren will be .able, not only to

improve upon the western style, as demonstrated in the Chicago

attempt early in 1876, but that they are quite competent to con-

duct the details of such an undertaking creditably, honorably

and satisfactorily.

With one of the largest and finest halls in the country (Music

Hall, Boston), and under the supervision of the responsible and

energetic gentlemen who have heretofore had charge of the

Massachusetts shows there, it need not be feared that the exhibi-

tion of the " National Society " will not be in 1877 conducted as it

should be, and that all who unite in making it a success, will be

treated fairly and justly on this occasion. * * »

THE CHICKEN SEASON.
We are very near to May-day now, and by this time we should

be able to speak about the chicken season, whether it has been a

good one or no, and in what quantity chickens arc to be found.

We are sorry to say we have no very good news to write. The
long winter seems to linger with us even now, and the broods

have fared but badly. The new year opened satisfactorily^ and

those who had some chickens out early in January are the best

off, for after then came snows, and frosts, and winds, and cold

rains, all jostling one another to see which could come the fastest

and do the most harm, and consequently chickens died in the

shells, or struggled into life and out of it again as quickly as pos-

sible. Then came the most unsatisfiictory of all calamities—clear

eggs. Nests after nests of eggs were thrown away all over the

country, because they were not fertile; and then followed the scarcity

of broody hens. We never knew them bo scarce as in this year,

and we positively could not get our own to sit. They would lay

and then leave off, and never become broody at all ; and all through

February there were some who fared even still worse, for they

could not obtain eggs from their best birds. It certainly has been

a pitiful sight to see the birds this spring run straight from their

houses when let out in the morning to the corner of their rnn,

which they had found from experience of many days and weeks

was the most sheltered, and there they would crouch all the day

long, and look the picture of misery, with the east winds blowing

upon them. In the face of all these troubles it is not wonderful

that the chickens are scarce and small. We have tried to have

news from all parts of the country, and from a few yards the re-

ports are satisfactory, but on the whole we think there is but little

improvement from last year, which was then looked upon as being

80 black and unprecedented. We glean from our correspondents

that there are a few good January chickens about, but that Febru

ary and March afford but a miserable average, and with hardly

one exception we find that where there are chickens they are to be

found in warm localities, or where the runs are very sunny and

well sheltered with high hedges or walls.

This year will we think, be celebrated above all others for the

clear eggs and the difficulty to get hens over a year old to lay.

The utter indifference of thecocks in many yards to every single hen

in his run is remarkable, consequently, egg-purchasers have been

unusually disappointed, and those who bought cocks or cockerels

last year for breeding from again write back that they " must have

been tampered with." Of the various breeds we find that Dorking

chickens are as numerous as any, for we hear of many yards being

well off with them both in the Colored and Silver-Greys. Whites

seem to be but few, but we have often noticed that in the White

varieties, especially in Dorkings and Cochins, the percentage of

unfertilised eggs is greater than in the colored varieties of the same

breeds. Brahmas, too, are weak for Brahmas, but this breed is so

enormously cultivated, and has so many friends, that chickens are

sure to be found in abundance somewhere or other. Spanish seem

to be very few, and French not so good as usual. We know of

yards which in other years had Houdans by now, crowing lustily,

but this time they are all behind. Still we do not fear for Hou-

dans ; they are very hardy, and have so many admirers. Cochins

we fear are not plentiful. They came so nobly out of the 1875

ordeal that we lament it the more if the report is true—that they

are few and far between. Of them Buffs seem most numerous,

and we hear of a few good Blacks. AVhites, we are afraid, save

in two or three places, make no better muster than in last year,

still we hope that those old ladies who so often did duty for their

daughters in the past season have gone to a better land, or that

time has dealt less kindly with them, for their appearance again

would be indeed monstrous. Polands seem to have done as well

as any breed until lately, when the Good Friday snow seems to

have been too much for many broods, and left colds, and roup, and

gapes behind where it did not entirely destroy. Game we hope

have done better, for we hear of breeders bestirring themselves

about champion cups, which looks hopeful ; stillour letters tell us

they are not too plentiful. Of the less cultivated breeds which go

into the variety classes we have had but little news. We know,

however, of several good broods of Leghorns, Minorcas, and

Silkies in various places.

This, then, is a summary of the letters we have had. We do

not mean to imply that good chickens of various breeds are not to

be found in many places and in good numbers, but we believe on

the whole that it has been a very bad season, and that but few

early chickens will be ready for, or up to any high standard, at

our summer exhibitions. We would urge, then, upon show author-

ities to be careful how they embark in chicken classes in their

schedules, and rather allow their classes to be " for any age," for

even then a fair pair of chickens stands more chance of a prize

against adult birds in their ragged summer plumage. We speak

now, of course, for the summer shows, as from this week we hope

chickens will hatch-out better and grow up strongly. We must

remember that many a May-hatched chicken has made a noted

winner, and so it is not too late to be setting eggs now. For our-

selves, we mean to go on setting and hatching all we can up to

the end of June, fur birds hatched even then with judicious feeding

and good management will grow into good stock birds, and many
of them be quite ready for the late winter shows ; only in setting

eggs during the coming weeks we should as much as possible try

to use those from hens in preference to those from pullets, as they

produce stronger chickens and birds which feather more quickly,

and so come to maturity and adult plumage earlier. We know

eggs from two-year hens have been very few this season, and in



224 THE FANCIERS' JOUENAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 19.

fact we know of Brahma, Dorking, and Cochin hens which up to

last week had not laid an egg this year; but now, however, in the

bright sunshiny days which we hope are before us these hens should

be laying freely, and we would collect and use every egg from

them.—W. i Journal of Horticulture.

POULTRY, PIGEON, AND RABBIT SHOWS.
NoRTHEKN Counties Columbarian Society.

The first monthly meeting of this society's year was held at the

Cathedral Hotel, Manchester, England, on the evening of Feb.

21. Mr. Ridpeth, the president for the year, in taking the chair,

proposud a vote of thanks to, and the health of Mr. E. E. M.

Royds, who has for three years so ably filled the chair as presi-

dent, which proposal was heartily responded to. A good number

of prominent fanciers was present, amongst whom were Dr. Fin-

der, M.njor Cryer, Messrs. Unsworth, Morgan, Clay, Bluhm, Bow-

man, Brierly, Pass, Eggar, Brown, Crosby, &c. A very agree-

able evening was spent by all present. In Black Carriers Major

Cryer was awarded two equal firsts on a fine young stylish cock

—

a bird with good length, very fine in head, eye, beak, wattle, and

color—and his well-known young black hen. Tlie class was a

good one, and contained seven Carriers, every one of high quality.

Sliort-iiiced Almond Tumblers only produced four entries, but two

equal firsts were deservedly awarded to a bird of each sex belong-

ing to Mr. Crosby. In Blue Dragons Major Cryer won with a

fine old cock, of the London type, a bird of good color, dark eye-

lash, watlle, and beak, and good barrel head. Red Jacobins were

a grand class : Jlr. E. E, M. Royds was a decided winner, but

there was a little difference of opinion as to which of his two best

birds ought to win ; the cock which won, was perhaps best in

color by a slight shade, and the same in flights, whilst the other

was a smaller bird, with a shorter face, but the length of feather

in each bird was so good that it was difficult to tell which was best

in face without handling the birds. The variety class must have

been a puzzler to the judges, as some of the highest-class birds in

the fancy of different breeders competed. Five equal firsts were

awarded—one to Mr. Unsworth for a wonderful blue English Owl,

one to Major Cryer for a fine young Dun Carrier hen, two to Mr.

Crosby for a Spangled Ice and a Yellow Dragon, and one to Mr.

Brierley for one of the best Short-faced Silver Dun Antwerps in

the fancy.

MAKING IT ALL RIGHT.
As a rule, we believe the breeders and shippers of fancy poultry

are fully as reliable as other business men. There can certainly

be no doubt but that they generally mean to be strictly honest,

in so far, at any rate, as to giving to each customer, that which,

in his estimation, at least, is an equivalent for his money. Buy-

ers will differ as to exactly what is an equivalent, but the prudent

seller always aims to perfectly satisfy the reasonable expectations

of each of his customers, even if he must in doing so give at

times a little more to one than to another.

To some shippers, however, the temptation to send off stock

which they cannot fully endorse, is too strong to be resisted. To
be sure they do not know it to be defective ; they merely have

doubts regarding it, and their hope is that it will at last turn out

all right, or at any rate that those to whom they sell may never

discover its defects. Yet to satisfy their own sense of honesty,

as well .as to assure the great public that it will be fairly dealt

with, they use freely in advertising, such expressions as, " Perfect

satisfaction guaranteed," " All mistakes promptly rectified," and

in their correspondence are flush with promises of " making it all

right." They no doubt often truly intend that in case anything

they ship proves to be worthless, or seriously deficient, to make
immediate and full reparation. In this they may be perfectly

conscientious, and unless intcn-ening circumstances beyond their

control render it impossible, they most certainly will, in case of a

failure, " make it all right."

But questions of conscience and honesty aside, are they acting

wisely % Does it pay to send oflT, at high rates of express, eggs

or fowls which we have the least reason to think will not of them

selves give the most perfect satisfaction ?

It may, perhaps, do well enough for second to fifth rate breeders-

and shippers to carry on business in this way. They may suc-

ceed for a time, since the chances are they will not be asked to

rectify every mistake. Buyers often piefcr to look elsewhere

rather than claim "satisfaction" at the hand of one whose relia-

bility they already have some cause to doubt.

It is very generally conceded that the net proceeds from the

poultry business are not proportionally greater than in most other

branches of business wherein an equal amount of ability, tact,

perseverance, and advertising are employed. Hence those who

aspire to the first rank in the profession cannot afford to incur the

risks incident to questionable dealings with their customers. It

is to them the height of folly to sear the ground over which they

pass.

Permanent and honorable success can only come from the most

careful management and most judicious husbanding of the forces

with which we work. The breeder's margin for profits is not so

great that he can afford the draft upon his resources which the

frequent duplication of orders would entail. He whose reputation

for fair dealing is well established, usnsilly finds but little diffi-

culty in disposing of his surplus of well-bred stock, and when

from any cause he feels bound to duplicate an order, he as truly

feels the loss as if he were to throw to the flames the amount of

cash represented by the stock.

The faithful and truly reliable breeder cannot therefore afford

to be spending time and means in rectifying mistakes and dupli-

cating orders. He cannot afford to work by the ''Making it all

right" rule. His true policy is to make and to keep all right at

home, and avoid with the utmost care sending out anything which

is not strictly as it is represented to be. By such a course he is

not liable to suffer from either loss of stock or reputation.

P. M. S. in Prairie Farmer.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

TRIPS AMONG THE FANCIERS.
BY W. E. FLOWEK.

The morning dawned dull and dreary, and before breakfast was

over the rain descended in torrents, (and continued with but little

abatement during the entire day,) confining us to the house, and

effectually putting a damper upon our anticipated explorations

and rambles in the vicinity of Brooklandville, but those of our

readers who have enjoyed the " vivacious humor " and genial good

nature of our host will agree with us that it is a treat to be shut

up in the house with him for company on a stormy day; in fact

all the members of the household from the oldest down to little

Joe Wade" (a frolicksome boy of ten months, who grasped the

cars of a pet rabbit in a manner which convinced us that he like

his namesake will be "a Fancier,") seemed to "lie" with each

other in their effort to make the day pass quickly and pleasantly.

On the following morning we bade them farewell and started upon

our return. Friend Brown accompanied us as far as Baltimore

where we again had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Slifer, and in

company with him and friend Brown we visited the room of

Maryland State Poultry Association, No. 1 North Gay St. This

room is very comfortably furnished and its walls are to be adorned

with paintings of pure bred fowls, dogs, pigeons, and other pet

animals. We beg permission to digress "just a leetle," in order to

say " unbeknowmt " to them, that the Maryland State Poultry
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Ass)cintion has paiil all premiums (awarded at their last show,) in

/«//, have secured an execllcnt hall for their next annual show;

have purchased a lot of new coops, and have several hundred

dollars In bank ready for the next show ; hence we predict for them

a gra'id turnout in Deecmher next, us Baltimore is easy of access

to " Fanciers " from Eastern I'ennsylvania, also New Yoi'lc and

New Jersey, and as many of tliem arc members of the A. P. A.,

wo think that Association should (for that reason if no other)

hold a meeting at Baltimore in December, at the time specified by

the Maryland State Poultry Association. We have no desire to

deti-act from or in any injure the Boston show, but as the A. P. A.

has on previous occasions lield meetings at Boston and BufF.iIo,

wc think it would be for the interest of the " Fraternity at large
"

to hold a meeting at Baltimore the coming winter. After our

visit to the aforesaid room we bade Mr. Slifer adieu, started for

the boat but the boat not being ready to start we accepted friend

Brown's invitation to " run down a few Baltimore bivalves."

This feat being accomplished wc returned to the steamer ; the last

box was trun<llcd almard, the bell rang, and friend Brown wishing

us a safe journey home walked down the gang plank ; and the

captain's orders to " cast her loose " was speedily obeyed, and we

were soon ploughing through the rough waters of the Chesa])eakc

Bay. The night being too rough and windy to remain upon deck, we

sought the cabin, and after supper retired to our berth. Arriving in

Philadelphia next morning, we concluded to make a " detour" by

way of " Chestnut Hill," and were not long in mak'ng our way

to " Spring Grove Poultry Yards." Plere we received a cordial

welcome from Mr. A. P. Groves Jr., who still makes a specialty

of Partridge Cochins. Mr. G., before showing his fowls requested

us to step into the house and examine an oil painting of his first

prize Partridge Cochin hen (at Philadelphia last winter). The

picture is a faithful likeness and admirably executed by Mr. Henry

Erdman (who In our humble opinion is unrivaled iis an engraver

or painter of fowls by any artist in this country). Leaving the

" inanimate " we passed out to look upon the animated inhabitants

of Spring Grove Poultry Yards. Mr. G. in addition to his hitherto

fine flock of P. Cochins, introduced to his yard and its occupants

a prize winning Partridge Cochin Cockerel at " Springfield,"

bred by P. Williams ; hence those who propose beating Mr.

Groves on P. Cochins at Philadelphia next winter, will have to be

" up and doing." Our attention was next called to a fine yard

of Light Brahmas. These were fine, large, well marked birds,

from some of the best strains in this couniry, and they and their

progeny will doubtless make their mark at some of our various

shows the coming season. We were shown some fifty or more

young chicks of both Light Brahmas and Partridge Cochins,

and although too young yet to form an 0])inion as to their

merits, we doubt not some of them will be heard from the

coming winter. " We walked and talked" until "the day was far

spent," and our friend accompanied us to the train, and we were

once more " homeward bound."

To be continued.

EFFUSION NO. 2, ON INFANTS-
BREEDERS."

'YOUNG

In the Fancier's Journal of May 8th, is a reply to the communi
cation from "Zero," which appeared in the Bulletin for April.

This person, who so aptly calls himself a " Young Breeder,"sajs,

" what we surmised"—that the attack on the Standard was merely

the result of a personal quarrel between different parties, was
perfectli/ correct."

If Y. B. refers to the criticisms on the Standard which have

appeared in the Bulletin, from time to time, we must be permitted

to deny the " surmise." We shall not try to convince him that be

is wrong—it would be a bootless task. His- juvenility and self

conceit render him perfectly unsusceptible to all ordinary argu-

ments: and of the use of the mulish substitute, which he so much

admires, wc shall defer to Y. B's exceeding adaptability to that

mode of conviction, as well as his superior knowledge of its

manner of application.

Wc liave never, to our knowledge, had any personal quan-el

with Y. B., yet we shall criticise him whenever and wherever we

find, that—like the Stimdard—he needs improvement (and we

must say that the two very much resemble each other in this

respect.

)

His next "sunnise" is ,nlso just as far out of the way. "Mr.

Zero " does not know all about the whole thing. He knows nothing

whatever about it, except from hearsay. We feel that we are

fully authorized in making this assertion, for " Zero" is compara-

tively a new correspondent, and we are very positive neither Y. B.

nor any of the regular correspondents of the Journal, nor its

editor, have ever met him.

Lastly, when Y. B. has had as many years experience in judg-

ing all varieties of Poultry; and as long a study of the Standard

in all its parts as we have, he may, possibli/, be qualified to take up

the cudgel in defence of it, as an entirely acceptable work to the

Fanciers of America. Editor, P. B.

P. S. We didn't know that Y. B. was behind that "old flint

lock " when it went off. Sorry he is hurt, but he must remember

the old adage :
" children and fools, must beware of edge tools

(and old flint lock muskets)."

NOTES UPON A LATE NUMBER.
BY SPANGLE.

I have just concluded the reading of No. 16, of the Fakciers'

Journal. It is a good number, as usual. The article from the

London Journal of Horticulture is very well ; but in this country

boxes are so universally used, in which to transport eggs for incu-

bation, that the best mode of packing such eggs should be well

known by this time.

I have sent away many hundreds of dozens, in all directions,

and have never had but one plan of late years. This has always

proved successful, so far as avoiding breakage or ordinary jarring

of the eggs, in transit.

I roll each egg separately in two or three thicknesses of common
newspaper—twist up both ends—place a thick layer of clean hay

at bottom of the box, and pack the eggs snugly on top of this iu

bran or dry hard-wood sawdust ; so that no two eggs will touch

each other by half an inch. Then add an inch or two of sawdust

over all, and another layer of the hay to fill the box full, then screw

the cover on, and <act (notnail) on the card of address. Abetterway

is, however, to mark the directions on the box-cover, with a small

brush and black ink. I always add, with a stencil prepared for

this purpose, the words " Eggs for Hatching—With Care,"

and they may then be sent to California without risk of breakage.

" Hans Schneider," it appears vas ad Checawgo himself. His

pleasant account of the doings there, " a la' Cabinet ossifers in

Vashington," was a good hit. But I vas asdonished dot Mynheer

Schnieder should puy himself a pull tog vot vood ged so teeply

addached mid der masders, mitout dakin mit him der muzzle—aint

it? Arx him, av you blease.

The " WeeUy Gossip" column of the Fanciers' Journal grows

more and more interesting with each successive issue. This can

be made a fixture, if all your spicy ornithological and zoological

correspondents will look after it. I find it very readable and in-

structive both. But " Huon" always interests us most in his

"Zoo Notes,"which are valuablecontributions to our favorite week-

ly poultry and pet stock paper.

I was surprised at your publishing the singularly illustrated

article on the Chicago Exhibition, in No. 17, by C. P. Willard,

I

although you send in the same paper, in editorial shape, an antidote
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to the bane noted. Mr. W. has not made out a great deal, in his

lengthy "defence," that I can discover, since the diicf causes of

complaint which all of us have presented since the "great western"

show closed, remain in stalu quo! and his flings about sore-heads

reminds one of the old query of Philander Doesticks, P. B., years

ago, on a somewhat similar occasion—"duz the gempleman think

us all damphools"— outside of the Chicago ring 1 Perhaps so.

Agricola's lamp or sweet oil remedy for lice will answer, no

doubt on animals ; but it wont' work so well on buff or white fowls.

It soils the feathers, dust and dirt sticks to it, and is not near so

efBcacious as dry sulphur and lard (in small quantities) mixed

with one third kerosene, rubbed in under wings, around the tail-

feather roots, and at the back of the neck. This will destroy ver-

min, every time—and we should " not forget it
!"

SpOF^JSIVI/^fj's DEf^F^JIWEflj.

A CONSCIENTIOUS DOG.

A Journal of Science correspondent says, " I had had a terrier

dog for several years, and had never—even in his pujipyhood

—

known him to steal. On the contrary, he used to make an excellent

guard to protect property from other animals, servants, etc., even

though these were his best friends. [Mr. Romanes here adds in

a note, " I have seen this dog escort a donkey which had baskets

on his back filled with apples. Although the dog did not know
that he was being observed by anybody, he did his duty with the

utmost faithfulness ; for every time the donkey turned back its

head to take an apple out of the basket, the dog snapped at his

nose ; and such was his watchfulness that, although his compan-
ion was keenly desirous of tasting some of the fruit, he never

allowed him to get a single apple during the half hour they were

left together. I have also seen this terrier protecting meat from

other terriers (his sons) which lived in the same house with him,

and with which he was on the very best of terms. More curious

still, I have seen him seize my wristbands while they were being

worn by a friend to whom I had temporarily lent them."] Nev-

ertheless, on one occasion he was very hungry, and in the room
where I was reading and he was sitting, there was within easy

reach a savory mutton chop. I was greatly surprised to see him
stealthily remove this chop and take it under a sofa. However,
I pretended not to observe what had occurred, and waited to see

what would happen next. For fully a quarter of an hour this

terrier remained under the sofa without making a sound, but
doubtless enduring an agony of contending feelings. Eventually,

however, conscience came off victorious, for, emerging from his

place of concealment, and carrying in his mouth the siolcn chop, he

came across the room and laid the tempting morsel at my feet.

The moment he dropped the stolen property he bolted again under
the sofa, and from this retreat no coaxing could charm him for

several hours afterward. Moreover, when during that time he was
spoken to or patted, he always turned away his head in a ludi-

crously conscience-stricken manner. Altogether I do not think

it would be possible to imagine a more satisfactory exhibition .of

conscience by an animal than this, for it must be remembered, as

already stated, that the particular animal in question was never

beaten in it's life."

THE GREAT SPRINGFIELD BENCH SHOW.
From Forest and Stream,

The members of the Rod and Gun Club of Springfield have

reason to congratulate themselves upon the success which has

attended, for the second time, their efforts at holding a Bench
Show of Dogs. But one other in any way approaching it has

ever before been held in this country, and that was the show at

Chicago in February Inst. The number of entries, which at

Springfield reached 362, was about equal in both places. Chicago

had somewhat the advantage in having, through the kennels of

Mr. Turner of St. Louis, Mr. Smith of Sirathroy, Canada, and
others, a larger representation of imported setters, which was
counterbaliinced in the case of Springfield by the largest and

finest collection of pointers ever gotten together in this or perhaps

any other country, and it is also a notable fact in connection with

this last show that the list of entries, large as it was, was made
np almost entirely of sporting dogs, there being but compara-

tively few of the smaller classes of pets, etc., on exhibition.

The City Hall, in which the show was held, is admirably-

adapted for the purpose, and the arrangements in the way of

boxes for the dogs could not be excelled, affording abundant space

for the comfort of the dogs, as well as ample promenading room.

It was rather unfortunate that, owing to a bill which was in pro-

gress, the committee were unable to obtain possession of the hall

until after midnight on Tuesday, so that it was late on Wednes-

day before the dogs were placed and classified. It was, therefore,

not until Thursday morning that the judging began, and what

with the large number of entries and the delay in the appointing

of the judges on the champion and special premium classes, it was

late in the evening before the awards were made 'up—too late,

indeed, to announce them to the public, or to placard the win-

ners.

We consider this to be a misfortune, as not only were the spec-

tators deprived of the satisfaction of inspecting the winners, but

one great object of the show—the instruction of the uninitiated

—

w»s lost. Of course the members of the Rod and Gun Club were

not to blame for this, for the various committees worked like

beavers; but the vast number of entries, together with the im-

possibility of getting the hall until such a late hour, upset their

calculations, and threw the bulk of the work into the lust few

hours. We trust that hereafter Bench Shows of the magnitude

of this one will be arranged and crrried out on some plan similar

to the one in vogue in England, where the first day is set aside for

the judging, and the public are not admitted until after the

awards are made. In the present case it was not until ten o'clock

at night—the last moments of the show—that the awards were

declared, leaving little, or indeed no time, for those so inclined

to inspect the dogs, and, if need be, criticize the action of the

judges.

Prominent dog breeders and ftinciers were present from New
England and the Middle States in large numbers ; but the West

was almost entirely unrepresented, scarcely a compliment, con-

sidering the assistance given by entries and otherwise from this

section to the Chicago show. Dr. Goldsmith of Vermont was

present with his celebrated prize winner, Plunkstt, a splendid

specimen of the red Irish dog, but scarcely seen to advantage

within the limits of a box, or even when led by a chain. Mr.

Wm. Jarvis of Claremont, N. H., the vigorous defender, through

our columns, of the red as the true color of the Irish setter, was

also on hand, with Uie celebrated Dick and his imported Sham-

rock. Dick is getting old, but is a good dog still, as any one can
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seo who inspects his portrait in our gallery. Mr. Charles H.

llaymond of Morris Plains, left his Pride and his Fairy at home,

and relied upon native Dimity to take the rag off the bush. Mr.

Theo. Morford of Newton, N. J., was represented by a Don who,

although not a hidalgo of blue blood, was yet good enough for

any company. Mr. Luther Adams of Boston, had probably the

strongest team of setters to be found in this country, headed by

the champion Rock. Mr. George Delano of New Bedford,

although not present in person, sent tliree capital represcntatires

from his kennel. Mr. Nicholas Saltus of Brooklyn, had Dash

and imported Lill III, together with their litter of five puppies.

Dr. Webb had a large delegation of pointers, representatives of

his own and Mr. F. Schuchardt's kennels. Mr. S. J. Bestor of

Hartford, had his celebrated cocker spaniels entered, and notwith-

standing strong opposition, carried off two prizes. Dr. S. Fleet

Speir of Brooklyn, had a pair of puppies from his Gordon stock.

The local kennels of Springfield and vicinity were largely repre-

sented, and that of Mr. S. T. Hammond was sucfcssful in several

cl.asses. The veteran sportsman, Ethan Allen of Porafret Centre,

was of course on hand, with several choice specimens of his well-

known strain of setters, both from his own kennel and that of

Mr. J. Dwight Francis.

The class of English setters, judged by Mr. N. Saltus, was

not a numerous one and was soon gotten through with. There

could scarcely be a dissenting voice as to the decision so far as

the winner of 1st prize was concerned. Mr. Luther Adams'

Scout, by his Rock out of imported Pickles, is a good dog, with

a head that is sim])ly perfect, and with much more size and sub-

stance than could bo expected from a little bitch of Pickles kind.

But Rock appears to possess the fiiculty of transmitting his own
quality to his progeny. Mr. Delano's Charm, by Pride of the

Border, out of Fairy, took second honors ; but, although his

breeding is so good, and notwithstanding his possessing the good

traits of the Laveracks, he was so fat that we did not consider

his chances so good as those of his kennel companion, Adonis.

Mr. Parker's Blue Blood, by Rock, out of Dora, who has grown

into a fine dog since we saw him last fall, was third.

We were glad to see Mr. Jarvis' Dick take the place of honor

in the red Irish class, although it was almost a walk over, as Mr.

Saltus' Dash, who would have pushed him very closely, was

already a first prize winner. This gentleman took first for bitches

with his imported Lill IH, and his brace with their litter of

handsome puppies attracted much attention. Snipe, placed sec-

ond, was first last year in a much smaller collection.

In imported Gordons or their progeny, the "bar" clause shut

out the finest specimens exhibited, notably the bitch Norah and

old Shot (late Jeromes') the property of A. F. Copeland, Esq.,

of Boston, both being first prize winners. Mr. Jerome Marble's

Grouse was deservedly placed first of those left in, although Dr.

Strachan's Sport (second) was very close, and probably had he

been marked with tan, according to the recognized standard in

this country, would have taken first honors. Sport is black with

a little white, and is from Mr. James Gordon Bennett's stock.

Monarch (third) a large, finely formed dog of the Belmont strain,

was much out of condition, but being a youngster will show to

advantage later. Lou, first in the bitch class, was imported as a

puppy by Mr. Munn, and barring a somewhat short head, shows
in coat and color the finest characteristics of the Gordon type.

Mr. Emerson Foote was very close to the winner with Mab, half

a point .only separating them. Mr. Hammond's Flash, a St.

Kilda bitch, was well placed as third.

The class of native setters was not only very large, there being

over forty entries, but was very difficult to judge ; Gordons, red

Irish, and native English, being thrown in together in a manner
which must have been most confusing to a judge who was called

upon to decide upon the merits not only of different dogs, but of

rival strains. Mr. Jarvis, however, stood up to his work nobly

and scarcely erred in placing Mr. Morford's Don and May, first

in the dog and hitch entries respectively. We think that this

award gave gencn'l satisfaction, and we congratulate Mr. Mor-

ford upon his success. No one has worked harder, more persist-

ently, or more successfully, to bring to perfection a strain of

native setters. A certain amount of chance enters into bench

show exhibitions, and it is scarcely fair to criticise the action of

a judge who is obliged to score his points on each dog according

to his judgment, and it is not improbable that a very superior

dog would .show to the least advantage when under the hands of

a judge, through timidity or fear. Among the native setters

which appeared to us worthy of mention were, Lieut. Harry Met-

calfe's red dog Jim, and Mr. J. Dwight Francis' March, of tho

old Eihan Allen strain. Mr. D. P. Charles, of Albany, also

showed a very fine red dog named Frilz. Dimity was worthy of

the place she received ne.\t to May. Her pen, in which was a

fine litter of puppies by Pride of the Border, was a great centre

of attraction thoughout the show.

The pointers were also very numerous, and Messrs. Orgill and

Saltus, who judged respectively the large and small classes, had

their hands full. Some confusion was created in judging the

first named, from the fact of no distinction having been made
between dogs and puppies, some of the latter being so well grown

that when they were brought before the judge he was in doubt

as to how he should judge them. Mr. Schuchardt's veteran,

Tom, now eleven years old, was awarded first position by judge

and spectators alike, but we confess that we should have preferred

to have seen him followed by Mr. Brook's fine imported dog

Bingo, or the fine lemon and white dog Cal, owned by Mr. Hixon,

of Springfield. Mr. Stephenson, of West Mcridcn, showed a

very fine young dog in Phil, a son of the champion Pete. Mr.

Schuchardt was fortunate also with his bitch Fan, taking second

for this sex ; nor do we think that there was the twelve points

difference between her and the winner, Nellie, as shown by tho

judges card. In the small pointer class, the entries were not so

numerous, and we doubt if the judge could have done differently

in placing Grouse first. Whisky was followed very closely by

the " Squire's " Belle, only one point separating them, and one of

Whisky's first litter. Rex, was named as the best dog puppy.

The spaniels were very much mixed up. Mr. Bestor deserv-

edly took fii'st for cockers, with his Snip, and his bitch Juliette

was second in her class. Mr. Morford had anything but an easy

task in judging the various classes entrusted to him, so mi.\ed

were the entries. In fact, it seems that while most sportsmen

have been devoting their time and attention almost wholly to

setters and pointers, the smaller breeds of sporting dogs have

been neglected to such an extent that but few are well posted as

to the characteristics of the various strains, and a general com-

mingling is the result. The cockers were many of them clearly

marked after water spaniels, and it was difficult to decide which

strain was most prominent. So of the Clumber, in which only

the color was left, together with size and characteristic of the

setter. The water spaniels were better, and seemed to be very

distinct. There was one entry, a dog, Ned, a Norfolk spaniel

which bore evidence of being very pure blood, and was undoubt-

edly a fine specimen of this strain of Springer spaniels, for which

there was no class. This dog is owned by Mr. J. F. Jones, of
Springfield.

Our space will not permit us to review the various classes of
toy, pet, or watch dogs ; although mention must be made of the

two magnificent Scotch stag hounds. Sir Walter and Spider,

exhibited by Mr. H. G. Bi.-iby, of Nashua, N. H. These dogs
were each awarded 100 points, the maximum figure, denoting
perfection. M. J. H. Seaver, of Malone, N. Y., exhibited a fine

specimen of the Italian greyhound, which we considered superior

to the one placed first by the judge.

To') I conlinued.
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FELLOWSHIP AMONGST FANCIEES.

" He prayeth best who loveth best
All thiug.s botli great and email."

The old prejudice of one hundred years ago, covering a man
like a mantle, with a degree of disgrace, who was known to be a

fixncier of birds and agile pets generally, is fast being dissipated,

like the morning dew, under the beams of a cloudless sun, and as

the ancient superstitions melt away by the enlightening power of

the press, the mind begins to assert its independent right to think

for itself. In no channels of reform, or advancement in the arts

of civilization, has man made greater strides than in restoring the

love which was due to the wise and beneficent handiworks of his

Creator—to the vast family of multiform creatures, evidently

made for his use and pleasure. But there is no greater mistake

which fanciers could make, no error which would more tarnish

tlie credit due to them, than to .allow that love to excel that which

ought to exist, unalloyed and uninfluenced by money or station,

amongst themselves, honor and circumspection of character being

assumed to be the only standard of equality. To have an innate

admiration for the beautiful, is noble. But to love our neighbor

as ourself is sublime. To be recognized as a true fancier, in the

highest sense of the word, must, invariably, preclude limiting the

scope of our affections to the varied plumage of the bird, or to

the agility of the quadruped ; but renders it as the first indispen-

sable duty to extend the cordial hand of fellowship, on every con-

venient occasion, more especially to every brother, whose labors

in the animal kingdom is in unison with his own.

The reason why, in some rare cases, clubs and societies are not

continued with that fervor and enthusiasm with which they arc

commenced, is because they lack the two cardinal virtues, equality

and fraternity, the two pillars upon which all prosperous and

successful societies rest, and without which they droop like a

plant without moisture. If true democracy exists anywhere, it

ought to be found in a corporate body of men, united for the

propagation and development of animated nature. But if a

members finer sensibilities go no further than the improvement

of the brute, and allow their lower attachments to supersede the

higher; then we must pronounce their motives to be sordid and

selfish and unworthy of the highest enconiums. The grand

puipose for which a community is formed, is for the furtherance

of some specific object or principle which created it.

Consequently, from its first inception and organization, grave

responsibilities rest upon it, and is certainly very remiss in the

performance of its duties, should its highest ends be confined to

its own aggrandizement. As in mercantile firms it may present

an exhibit of its labors to the criticizing eye of the public, but the

question may be asked, how many does it take by the hand, and

lead into the fold, fostering in their minds the charms connected

with caring for fur and feahered flocks. We have the happiness

to know there are some shining lights, whose complacent beams

is a magnet to all within its rays, and there are others whose light

is limited and varying, but are nevertheless useful.

While pride, vain-glory, and hypocrisy, exist, we shall never

expect to see that unanimity between man and the whole family

of animal life, so much desired by the ancient naturalist. "The
wolf to dwell with the lamb, and the leopard to lie down with the

kill, and the c.tlf, and the young lion, and the falling together

;

and a little child to lead them."

Amidst the amazing number of clubs which has u]iriscn to this

end within the past ten years, we cannot presume they will all

come through fine gold, when winnowed by time and experience,

but we see tokens of success, and prospects of a grand future.

More liberal awards, and expedition in awarding, more ajipreci-

ation amongst capitalists, in their donations, and grander exhibi-

tions. And here we would point out, as a model of excellence,

both in quality and promptness, and liberality of prizes, the Con-

solidated Exhibition at Springfield, Mass., Feb., 1876, but we
regret to put at the other end, the Chicago E.xhibition of the

same season, in unsatisfied and unhonored promises and pro-

grammes. Amongst the reforms already mentioned, we would

mention another which is not the least refreshing, and that is the

general tendency to purge out men void of integrity and honor,

the selfish, parsimonious, and deceitful ; and confidence in each

other more and more strengthened.

In fratei'nizing, and reciprocating favors there are certain

boundary lines, and the usual amenities of life should be attended

to. In desiring to see a brother's stock, or even in purchasing,

we cannot reasonably expect the mechanic to leave his bench, the

lawyer the court, the minister the pulpit, or the editor the sanc-

tum, for that special purpose except upon previous mutual agree-

ment; therefore depending upon the mail as we have to in the

transaction of business, makes confidence in each other more

sternly necessary. And in conclusion, the true Fancier belongs to

that honorable body of men who puts a higher estimate upon

God's works than upon man's—upon the original, more than the

imitation, and his devotion to Iiis flock, he finds himself their

loved and acceptable servant, in guarding and protecting their

forms and color from deviating from the true standard of taste,

which far transcends that of the painter. Let fiinciers then feel

their ennobling position, working together in harmony and con-

cord in Nature's fold, not dimming the lustre of his high calling, by

using it as a means to obtain craftily, filthy lucre, but adhering to

the moral standard—every one striving for the mastery in honor

and courtesy at all times, as well as in beauty of breed, then we

shall gladly see the black list banished, which so dims the pages of

our journals.

The London Sntnrdaij Review has started a project for a novel

society to be organized for the purpose of stocking uninhabited

islands with pigs and rabbits, so that shipwrecked sailors who

happen to reach them may find an abundance of food awaiting

them.
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DOGS.
Friend Wade:—
Mr. J. II. McCann says in your Last number that "doga with

white extremities mvariuUt/ have a white tip to their tails." If

he ever comes to Boston, he can see on the street any day, a Red
Gordon Setter, with white points, whose tail is of natural length,

and red to the tip—also, a black mongrel, that follows a butcher's

cart, whose tail is solid black to tip, while his feet and face are

white.

T. F. Smith.

THANKS RETORNED FOR FAVORS RECEIVED.

Editor of Fanciers' Journal

:

Dear Sir :—Permit me to tender my most sincere thanks, and

also to e.xpress ray heartfelt gratitude to Wm. Gardener Barton,

88 Bridge St., for his friendly notice of my " piece of rhyme, enti-

tled The Mountain Stream," as it is not every day such a trifling

thing raises so tremendous

"A tempest in a teapot."

But how th.inkful I am that Wm. Gardener Barton, 88 Bridge

St., has kindly ventured to take all the responsibility, actual and

consequential, arising from said tempest; ah, Mr. Editor, how
much sooner the Millennium would be hereif all men were as good
as Wm.Gardener Barton, 88 Bridge St., who has kindly volunteer-

ed to take all the re^^pousibility ; and when I reflect on the awful

sinfulness of causing so polite a gentleman to feel ashamed, I

cannot help exclaiming in my wretchedness, " Did Thomas Jeflcr-

son steal the Declaration of Independence, from Locke on civil gov-

ernment," as he is accused of doing ^ But I humbly ask the par-

don of Wm. Gardener Barton, 88 BridgeSt.,wlio has kindly vol-

unteered to take all the responsibility, and sincerely regret

that I cannot visit 88 Bridge St. and have my cranium phreno-
logically examined by Wm. GardcnerBarton, who has kindly vol-

unteered to take all the responsibility, and would it not be strange
if the organ of plagiarism should coincide both in a Peppercorn
and a Poet Laureate ! Of course I would not have the presump-
tion to say they would ; but there is no doubt at all that Robert
Burns stole the following verse in his poem called " Halloween,"
out of Tennyson's Brook :

Whyles owre a linn the bumie plays.
As thro' the glen it wimpl't;

Whyles round a rocky scar it strays

;

Whyles in a wiel it dimpl't

;

Whyles glitter'd to the nightly rays,
Wi' bickering dancing dazzle

;

Whyles cookit underneath the braes,
Below the spreading hazle,

Unseen that night.

Moreover, Shakespeare has been accused of stealing from Mid-
dletou, Milton from Dante, Sterne from Burton, Addison from
Marville, Byron from Schiller. Washington Irving is char^Ted
with filching Rip Van Winkle from the German, and Poe with
stealing his Roman from the Persian.

In fact there is not a Poet from Chaucer to Longfellow, who
has not been accused cf plagiarizing, and if such is infamy, I feel

proud of being in such good company.
But I bad almost forgotten to state that Wm. Gardener Barton, 88

Bridge St., who has kindly volunteered to take all the responsi-
bility, says: " I shall be ashamed if such Peppercorn poems are
inserted In your paper. Please Mr. Editor, don't let him do it,

rather let all the Peppercorns perish from the face of the earth, as
there is no knowing what the consequence might be, ir Wm. Gar-
dener Barton, who has kindly volunteered to take all the respon-
sibility, should feel ashamed ; never mind me, save the repu-
tation of your Journal. But above all, and I ash it as an especial

favor, do in the name of mercy, cost what it may, keep the blush

of shame from the benevolent face of Wm. Gardener Barton, 88

Bridge St., who has kindly volunteered to take all the responsi-

bility. Yours reduced to powder,

Peppercorn.
• •--•

MARYLAND POULTRY AND FANCIERS' ASSOCIATION.

List of officers elected at May meeting of the Maryland Poultry

and Fanciers' Association for the ensuing year.

President—S. H. Slifer.

Vice Presidents—David Mordecai, W. T. Walters, A. K.
Shrivcr.

Secretary—G. O. Brown.

Treasurer—J. E. Koons.

Executive Committee—Chas. Becker, T. S. Gaddess, J. E.

Lloyd, Geo. Colton, Thos. A. Symington.

Very truly you rs,

G. O. Brown, Sec'y.

Fredonia, N. Y., May 14th, 1876.
Friend Wade :

—

The judge of Light Brahmas at Dunkirk show was not Chas.

Street, but Mr. C. A. Sweet, of Buff.ilo, who kindly consented to

act, on account of there being no other availalile judge present for

this variety. Yours truly,

Geo. S. Josseltn.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
ContribiUions to tins department respectfvUy solicitedfrom all.

—Rabbits in Australia are more numerous than squirrels in
California.

—The Latest Poultry Food.—Our poultry-man announces
that be keeps his spring chickens on ice during the winter.

—The proper; name of the bird commonly known as the English
Sparrow, is not German or European Sparrow, but House Spar-
row.

(
(

)

—What is the diflFerence between a man and a chicken ? Man
has his eternity in the next world, and chickens have their necks
twirled in this.

—White cats for exhibition should be washed with warm water
and fine toilet soap, and after dipped for a moment or so in hike
warm water containing borax and indigo. Partially dry with a
damp clean wash leather. (?)

—Is It the Roc 1—Various accounts have lately been received
of the appearance of an enormous rapacious bird in the interior of
New Guinea, which has been called HarpijOjisis Novae Guineae.
May it not be the " roc" of the Arabian nights 'i

—According to the report of the savans, the flesh supposed to
have fallen from the clouds in Kentucky turns out to be the flesh-

colored nostic {N. carnenin), composed of semi-liquid cellulose
and vegetable proteine. And don't you forget it

!

—In the-Jardin d' Acclimatation in Paris are some hundreds of
kangaroos recently arrived from Australia. The kangaroo has
been introduced into several large estates in France, and is now
hunted there like other game. The flesh is sold in market, and
is considered a great dainty.

—Lice on Birds —The only effectual means of ridding a wood-
en cage of red mitosis to apply freely, with a painter's brush, eitlier

naphtha or camphine, taking care not to approach a light for fear
of combustion. The birds, of course must not be put into the cage
for a week at least, and even then it should be scalded to rid it of
the naphtha or campliine. (^)

—This little lesson for women is given by Eliza F. Pollard in
her last novel T/ie Lady Superior:
"Extraneous duties may come to her, but they are and remain

extraneous. Home and home virtues, husband and children,
brothers and sistrrs—let them be served first, ; then, with enlarged
sympathies and increased powers lor good, we may extend our
helping hands to those needy ones beyond the charmed circle.

Men seek for rest, for forgetfulncss, in the world and its dissipa-
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tions, in the wine-cup, on the race-course, until, weary and dis-

satisfied, they turn at last to home. Let women then beware ; from
henceforth the power for good anil evil is in llwir hands."

—The methoil of sowing grain on the sandy land in the San
Joaquin valley, as practiced successfully by many farmers, is to

have a box or sack containing the wheat on the plow, with aspout
leading; the seed just back of the mold board, and so regulated that
it will drop uniformly and be covered by the lap of ttie furrow to

the deptli of an inch or two. This constitutes the whole process,

there being no harrowing of any kind done or required.

—A lady in Philadelphia who keeps one of those curly dog favor-

ites known as poodles, lately lost her pet, and called upon a detect-

ive to find it. The next day the officer came in with the dog,
which was very wet and dirty. The lady was overjoyed,and ask-

ed forty silly questions; among others, "Where did you find the

dear darling?" "Why, marm," replied the officer, "a big fellow

had him tied on the end of a pole, and was washing windows
with him."

—PEcni-iAR Flowers.—At Santa Clara, Cal., they have a
black lily with three large blossoms, each nine inches long, and
perfectly black outside of the green petals. At Constantinople they
have a flower which represents a perfect humming-bird. The
breast, of a perfect emerald green, is a complete copy of this bird,

and the throat, head, back and eyes are a perfect imitation. The
hinder part of the body and the two outstretched wings are of a
bright rose color—one might almost say flesh colored.

—The Missing Link Found.—A farmer in the vicinity of
Charlottetown, Prince Edward's Island, while digging for marsh
mud in a deep pit on his own farm, unearthed the well-preserved
skeleton of a full grown human being with the osseous frame-
work of a tail consisting of nineteen articulated bones. These re-

mains are described as having the general appearance of the skele-

ton of a North American Indian, with the skull very much flatten-

ed and the jawbones very large and thick. All were carefully se-

cured, and are now on exhibition at the house of Silas Wilcox,
near Charlotteville.

—RAnniTs IN THE Orchard.—A reader of the Press in one
of our mountain counties, (Calaveras,) says he is troubled, and
suffers loss every year from the depredations of rabbits. Tliat as
certain as the ground is covered two or three days with snow, the
rabbits commence girdling his young orchard, and have caused
the loss of some valuable trees ; and asks if there is any better

remedy than dog and gun.
Wrap them with any kind of old cloth or stiff paper, and occa-

sionally saturate it with coal oil or coal tar, which prevents their

attacks ; but if you are near a slaughter house, procure half a
bucket of blood, and with a swab or coarse brush, spread upon
that portion of the tree liable to their attacks. It is a sure pre-
ventive, and two applications are enough for the whole winter.

—A Botanical Chriositt.—TheKev. T.J. Bissell, of Phelps,
N. Y., has in his sitting-room something, in the vegetable kingdom,
dei'idedly remarkable. It is the leaf and petiole of a geranium
plant, severed from the stalk, and suspended by a cord, through
the base of the petiole, near a window. From the points of the
segments into wliich the leaf is divided, which are the lowermost
points, as the leaf hangs suspended, small plants of geraniums
have started, and are growing. These plants have stalks and
leaves, are in fact perfect plants.
We have never heard of such a case before, and would be glad

to hear from any of our readers who have. If we were to attempt
an explanation of the phenomenon, it would be in this way : It is

supposed, by some, that every cell in a plant, as well as the seed
or bud, contains the rudiments of the plant, and has the power,
under favorable conditions, of reproducing it. In this case, it

may be possible that the sap contained in the severed leaf, settled
to the lower points, caused the ctdls to expand and burst into the
young plant.

—A Plea for the Homming Bird.—Land and Water pub-
lishes the following extract from a letter from a lady living in West-
moreland, Jamaica, in deprecation of the cruel fasliion of destroy-
ing the humming bird for the purpose of decorating ladies' hats

;"We have two magnificent ceifas, or silk cotton trees, notfar from
the house, on which there must be many millions of dark crimson
and maize-colored blossoms, with a perfume very mnch like that
of the 'rnrk's cap lily—rather too powerful for a bouquet, but
when mingled with those of other trees by the breezes is truly
delicious. I see the humming birds darting about the branches
like sparks of emerald and crimson fire; but, unfortunately, their
number is being rapidly reduced by the womankind of England,
who will decorate their silly heads with the lovely little bodies,
which ought never to be seen except on the wing. Unfortunately,

too, such is the course of fashion, the negro women here are adopt-
ing the same mode, and I fear there is not much doubt that the
humming bird will soon be exterminated. It is, indeed, a shame
to destroy these little beauties in the ruthless manner they are
being destroyed at the present time."

—Instinct, or Reason?—As a farmer in a neighboring town
was getting in his hay, he noticed an unusual commotion among
the swallows, which had built a long row of nests under the eaves
of his barn. They appeared greatly excited, flying rapidly about,
and filling the air with their cries of distress. As the load of hay
upon which he was riding passed into the barn, he saw that ayoung
swallow in a nest directly over the door had caught its neck in a
crack between two shingles and was unable to liberate itself.

He stopped his team and set the young bird free, restoring it to the'
nest. Upon his return to the barn with his next load of hay, he
examined the crack and found that they had filled it completely
with mud, so that no matter how enterprising or how foolish the
young swallow might be he could not again endanger his life

or the peace of that community by any experiments upon that

crack.

—

Our Dumb Animals.

—As others see us.—In these days of free thinking, speak-
ing and writing, few of us can escape learning how we appear
to others; and many men, and women, too, in public positions,

must often be led to hope that they do not quite answer to the
current descriptions them, and to question of the efficacy of the
poet's suggestion, in the interests of private or public virtue.

But in fact, as other people see us, is but one out of four aspects

which we present. To our own consciences we must indeed at
times appear even blacker than our enemies would paint us, and
the All-seeing God views us just as we really are. His sight pierc-

ing even the disguises which hide us from ourselves.

But there is a fourth aspect which, as human beings, wepresent
to the animals by which we are surrounded ; we seldom think of

them, or, if at all, with unconcern; yet, could we put ourselves
in their places, how strange a creature man would appear to us

!

by turns a giant and a dwarf, a monster of cruelty and a tender
guardian, a devourcr of thousands and a dainty morsel, a preacher
of morality and a practicer of frightful crimes, a tyr.ant over othi rs,

and the abject slave of fashion, caprice and prejudice.

If animals could indulge in abstract thought and could utter

their sentiments after the human fashion, what volumes would be

produced ; what observations would be made of the manners and
customs of that strange two-legged creature called man ; what
criticisms upon his morals and his dealings with his fellow-creatures;

what caricatures of his peculiarities ; what sarcasms upon his follies

and inconsistencies.

—

Burt G. Wilder.

—Wo.man's Special Pet.—
It is the miller's daughter.
And she has grown so dear, so dear,

That I would be the pug dog
That sits beside her cheer.

Of all the dogs, the most to be envied are, decidedly, these pugs.

It is a pleasing sight to behold an elegantly-dressed and oueenly
woman sweeping from her carriage to a fashionable store, attached

to iin animated muff of a poodle, by a silken cord. The poodle is

too well known to need description. The "pug" is rarer, in this

country, and more aristocratic. He is an importation from China
and Japan. He is a dog of proud bearing, and has a thousand
pretty ways, different from those of other dogs. He will sit for

hours, staring with tender eyes into his mistress' face, silently ador-

ing, then jump up behind her chair, and place his black face close

to her cheek, and keep quiet as an image, (or fear of being dis-

placed.

These are the points of beauty and excellence in Mr. Pug. He
wears a black mask of a muzzle, as if he were going to a ma-quer-
ade; his eyes are large, bulging, dark, and tender; his nose short

and saucy. When he is excited or rom))ing, he pops out a rose-

leaf of a tongue, which glows against his velvet snout like the

Magenta ribbon in the hat of the American girl at the Internatioual

Hegatta ; his forehead is wiinkled like an English walnut, but the

wrinkles are not the furrows of a frown, but the crumpling of a
merry countenance. In the center of the forehead is a small dark
patch,—the "spot,"—which should be dark enough to increase the

luster of the eye ; and, along the backbone, there should run
a black line, connecting the head with the tail. He should h.ave a
broad chest, a sloping shoulder, a round, compact body, and legs

like a dancing master's, small feet, and a curly tail. A pug with-

out a cnrly tail is a joiie dog ; for the tail, after all, is the chief

point of excellence. It should curl with a double coil, and rest

close against the hip.

It is the happy lot of the pug dog that he must be kept fat and
w.arra,to appear to perfection. Who would not be a pampered
minion like a pug ?
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AND YOUNG FOLKES' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE CENTENNIAL AQUARIA.
[For the week ending May 6, 1876.]

Five thousand gallons of sea water. Presented by the Camden
and Atlantic rail road.

1 Spotted Tortoise, (^m.ys jiiWata.) Presented by Milton P.

Peirce, Wenonah, N. J.

4 GniyWtii^s (ThijmaUus tricolor), habitat Jlichigan. Presented

by F. M.
Collection of Larva of water-breeding insects, habitat New York.

Presented by Sara J. McBridc, Mumford, N. Y.
5 Rock Bass ( Centrarchns ivneus).

2 Snn-fish (Pomolis vu/r/nris).

3 Suckers
(
Catostomus communis).

1 ? (Percopsis giiUala).

1 Black Sucker (Cataslomus nigricans).

3 Yellow Perch (Perca Jiavescens).

1 Roach {Stilbe chri/soleucas).

3 Catfish [Pimelolus catus). Presented by W. M. Locke, Ilon-

eoye Falls, N. Y.
1 stand of Costc Hatching Trays.

1 Hatching Box. Presented by Mrs. J. H. Slack, Blooms-
bury, N. J.

Fred Mather, Sup't.

FALCONS AND FALCONERS.
It appears to us singular that so litlle reference is made in

this country to that ancient and fashionable sport called falconry.

To all appearances it is practically ignored in deference, jierhaps,

to the sensibility of Henry Bergh, whose excessive tenderness on

behalf of all rights save those of humanity, possibly points out

traces of tyranny in the training of a falcon. Certain it is, how-

ever, that our ancestors derived abundant amusement from this

graceful pastime, whose merits appear still recognized in many
parts of the world.

For the benefits of the advocates of this imperial sport in

America, wc beg to translate the following from a recent French

publication. Tbc article is entitled " Fanconset Fanconniers "

"Captain Saint-Sandys-Dugmorc's flights of falcons at the

" .Tardin d' Acclimafation^' in Paris, have somewhat chafed the

feelings of French importers.

Jealous of ancient times, many of them, and not the least con

si)icuous, at this moment cherish the ide.i, to make the chase with

this soaring bird, once more fashionable.

This resolution is not calculated to please the Society for the

Protection of Animals, for there are few tortures not inflicted on
these unfortunate birds in behalf of their education and in order

to render them docile to the wishes of the master.

Amongst all animals reduced to servitude for the gratification

of the pleasures and pageantries of the great, the falcon is with-

out doubt the one whose disposition is the most savage and inde-

peudent. By dint of art, of patience, and privations, it has been
made possible to utilize his courage, vigor, and the rapidity of its

flight, but it has never in any falconry been possible to reproduce
its species. According to BufFon " it remains captive without be
coming domesticated ; the individual alone is a slave, its species
are always born to liberty and foreign to the empire of man."

It is at the price of servile obedience that the unfortunate bird
purchases each day of its existence. Each hour of sleep, each
allotment of food, are exchanged for value received. Under these
conditions the captive may well regret the dusky skies of Norway
and the banks of Iceland.

Tills is the proceeding used in order to impart to the falcon
that education which will render him an instrument in the hands
of the hunter.

He is first of all shackled, that is, each leg is imprisoned in an

iron ring attached to a chain, the end of which is riveted to a

metallic weight, engraved with the master's name. As an exer-

cise of flight the falconer, with his hand covered with a thick

skin glove, takes the bird on his fist and carries him thus for

entire hours without permitting him an instant of repose, nour-

ishment or sleep. The moment arrives when the bird, van-

quished by fatigue and hunger, .abandons all haughtiness of de-

portment. He is then hooded with a leathern cap which closes

his eyes, and he is left plunged in profound darkness to meditate

over the duties expected from him. Three days and nights spent

through this ordeal is generally found sufficient to dispose him to
the most entire docility. He is then restored to light. He soon
learns to acknowledge the hand whose ministrations dispel the
sensations of fatigue and of hunger, and allows himself to be
hooded and unhooked by his chaperon.

Later on he is taken into the open air, fastened to a leather
thong, when he is unhooded and shown the "pat" or alluring
morsel which he is invariably made to eat upon the fist.

After acquitting himself of this exercise with the greatest sub-
mission, he is then taught to distinguish the "leurrc" or decoy.

This decoy is a representative of his prey, a manikin covered
with feathers to simulate a bird, and upon this is placed the meat
with wliich the falcon is habitually fed.

This habit of taking his meal on the decoy tends to make the
latter attractive, the use of which is also eventually resorted to

whenever the flight of the bird carries him beyond moderate dis-

tance. The display of the decoy is always accompanied with a
peculiar cry from the falconer.

The moinint has now arrived to prepare the bird for the chase,
and acquaint him with the game which he is destined to capture.
It is optional to loosen him at small quadrupeds, such as hares,
or large birds, as cranes or herons.

Chardin, in his essays on Persia, states that at the commence-
ment of the "til century, falcons had been trained to attack men
and pierce their eyes.

It was in Asia, however, that the art of falconry was first intro-

duced, thence it passed to Africa, whence it reached Europe to-

wards the end of the Crusades.
Feudal Europe developed such a marvellous taste for the falcon

chase, that even the sovereigns disdained not to train the falcons
themselves.

Amongst ihe names of crowned falconers may be cited those of
Frederic Barbarossa, whose pnssionate enthusiasm for this mode
of chase was such that he indulged the sport in the very presence
of the enemy; of his son Henry VI; of Reginald, Marquis of
Este; of Manfred, King of Sicily; Edward III., of England;
of Charles Quint, who ceded the Island of Malta to the Knights
expelled from Rhodes, on condition that on each succeeding year,
in acknowledgement of this favor, they should send him a white
falcon ; of Francis I.; of the Laiulgrave Philip of Hesse, who
exacted from all owners of dove-cots a tithe of their pigeons for
the nourishment of his own falcons, etc., etc.

At the court of France in the 15th centurv, falconry numbered
fifty falconers, exclusive of the grand master, assisted by fifteen

gentlemen of the most approved titles. The whole costing the
treasury on an average 50,u00 iicres per annum, accounted a large
sum at that period.

At this day, the art of falconry only exists in Flanders, Holland,
and Iceland; but it is principally at Falkenwerth that it can he
found with all the traditions of olden times, the best school of fal-

conry.

The falconers of that country strikeout to Norway and Iceland
in search of their pupils. According to the Dutch General d'Ar-
desch, the following is the plan of capture :

A falconer, perfectly concealed, holds a string one hundred feet

long, at the extremity of which is attached a live pigeon. At some
forty steps from him, the siring passes through a ring, near which
is spread a net, connected with the falconer by means of a rope.
When a falcon appears, the man jerks the string, whereby the
pigeon is made to flutter, and in a moment the falcon swoops down
upon and seizes him. At this juncture, the falconer steadily
draws In both the pigeon and the falcon until the ring is reached,
when suddenly the net is sprung over them, and the bird is cap-
tured.

The captives are taken to Flanders and Holland where they
undergo their education aforesaid. Whi n it is completed, they
are sent to England, where thej' are usually bought by members
of the Hawking fraternity. These are generally the proprietors
of Heronries, such as Lord Lilford, the Duke of Bedford, Major
Delme Radcliffe, Lord BerneLS, Captain Dunscombe, etc."

—

Chi-
cago Field.



THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL.

ExcH^fJqEs.
[I^^Advertisement^ under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight Tvords de-

scribing and ofTering for Exchan'i'e only, will be allowed at 25 cents
for ench and every insertion. For evpry line extra 30 cents will be charged.
^^•*T0 EXCHANGES FOR CASH'= OF "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or ''WANTETi AN OFFER," etc., etc.. cauDot under any circumstances be admitted
to the Erclinn^f or Wa}}t column.
Gg&^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

D.' Gf'RflKIV, Box 64, Baltimore, Md., offers to exchange an English
Bull Terrier slut, one vear old, in pup ; a slut pup. 6 months old, a dog pup,
5 months old, for Black Uaniburgs, Leghorns, Iloudans, B. B. R. Game Ban-
tams, or eggs of above varieties. What offers?

O. O. RIIOIiV. Evergreen, Ala., will exchange books ns follows:
" Phonogranhic Shm-thand Works,*'" Footprint of the Ages." " Wonders of the
World," for B. B. Red, and Buckwing Game Eggs, " Cooper's Game Fowl,"
or offers. AVrite for particulars. All letters answered.

HERMAN ROESCH, Kane, Greene Co., 111., exchange Dahlias,
Gladiolus, Double Tubero'jes, tlyacinths, Tulips, Crocus, Martha Grape Vines
and Flower Seeds, for high class poultry of any breed, P. Cochins, Houdans,
Creve Cceurs, and Pekin Ducks preferred, or for female Canaries. Don't all

speak at once. First attentions to offers from Illinois.

li, H, IMITIEIj, Wooster, O.. will exchange one coach dog, well

marked and broken, 1^ years old, for Black Spanish, Brown Leghorns, G. S.

and S. P. Hamburgs, or what offers. Speak quick.

O, C. BARROWS, Bristol, R. T., will exchangeeggsfrom fine WHiite
Leghorns and G. S. Bantams, for a trio of Dark Brahmas or Partridge Cochins,
or for eggs from same. Write.

H. M. FRENCH, Box 59, Ilolbrook, Mass., wants to exchange
Silver Poland hens, for Fancy Pigeons—Nuns, Jacobins, or White Barbs pre-
ferred. What offers?

O. S. KEENE, Box 16, Auburn, Me., will exchange one pair Lops, 16
and 17 inch ears, from my imported pair 10 months old, Himalayans and
Angoras, from imported pairs, for Pekin Ducks or Embden Geese. Write.

I>. nVTRBEN, P. 0. Box 64, Baltimore, Md., will exchange English
Bull Terrier dogs, for Lop-eared, Angora, or Himalayan Rabbits, Guinea IMgs,
Maltese Cats, or offers.

JOHN E. SCHUM, 150 South Water St., Lancaster City, Pa., will

exchange a good new Success Washing Machine, in gr-od order; it will give
satisfaction wbrever gets it ; 1 good male Canary bird, good singer; 1 good
Seven-Shooter Revolver. W)ia.t offers. Speak quick. All letters, &c.,
answered at once.

W, B. COCHRAN, 19 Commerce St ,
Baltimo

change 1 very fine Silver Owl cock, also 1 Yellow Owl hei

Md
,

E. Ij. IjEWIS, Ansonia, Conn., has to exchange Plymouth Rocks,
Brown Leghorns, two fine Brahma hens, Red Pyle and Derby Games, White
Pouter Pigeons—all first-class stock—for a good double-barrelled shot gun,
breech-loader preferred, or tor other property.

A. B, SMITH, Worthington, Tnd.. will exchange eggs from L.
Brahmas, W. Leghorns. Buff. White, and Part. Cochins, for B. B. R. Game,
Black African, S. Sebright, and R. K. Q. Bantam eggs.

O. C. BARROWS, Bristol, R.I. . will exchangeanew, nickel-plated,
single-barrel, breech-loading Phot gun, Stevens' make, never used, for Dark
Brahma or Partridge Cochin fowls of good strains. What offers?

R. C. TOMPKINS, Trumansburg,N.Y.,has to exchangel trio first

class Buff Cochins, (Todd's strain.) for one trio first-class White Leghorns, or
White-faced Black Spanish. My Cochins are one year old and fine birds, and
I wish fine ones in exchange.

W. C, POWELiI., Findlay, Ohio, wants to exchange one pair of
Silver Duckwing Games, for 3 (three) dozen Black Breasted Red Game eggs.
Must be from good stock. No shysters need reply. Speak quick I

GEORGE F. SEAVEY, Cambridgeport, Mass., has Short-face
Tumblers, Blacks, Agates, Mottled, and Tortoise Shell, to exchange for
Turbits, Black, or Blue-tailed and sold colors. Must he first-class.

ARM. V. N. DeFOREST, Metuchen, Middlesex Co., N. J will
exchange an ivorj'-handle, silver sheath Dagger, 4^ inch blade, an Allen Re
volver, seven-shnoter; " Bemeut's Poulterers Com'panioa ; " a 100 foot tape
line ; a Uand Drill, and an Extension Bitt—will bore from ^ to 13 inch hole—
for offers ; also Creve Coeur cock, for Pigeons.

BROSE, No. 27 Hand St., Rochester, N. Y., will exchange one choice
pair of Red Snells, for one Yellow or Black Barb hen ; also one White African
Owl hen, one Blue Swallow cock, for Black Swallow cock, or Blue Jacobin
cock. Only extra good birds will be received, as mine are very choice.

CHAS. F. THOMPSON, Wadley's Falls, N. II., will exchange
"White Cochin, Partridge Cochin, and Dark Brahma cocks, (good birds,) for
Brown Leghorn and Plymouth Rock eggs, or Poultry or Agiicultural books.
Will give one cock for one sitting of good eggs.

li. jr. NEWHARB. AUentown, Pa., will exchange a fine Wire Trap
Cage, can be used to trap Indigos. Goldfinches, Catbirds, Cardinals, &c. ; also
Bird Lime, for Black, Blue, and Yellow Fantails, or a good Solid White Pouter
hen, or a Blue Pied Pouter cock. Pouters must be large and heavy booted.

F. HARDING, 5 Broadway, Cleveland, Ohio, will exchange new
Buggy Harness, small Black and Tan Terrier pups, and Pointers and Setters,
for Lop-eared Rabbits, or Ferrets. Send stamp for reply.

Wm^t ED.
READ INSTRDOTIONS AT THE H]

The name and address of any person
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the bead of Exchange column.

J, F. FERRIS, Hartford, Conn., wants a good Black Red Game
Bantam cock m exchange for a choice selected nest of White Leghorn eggs,
or eggs of any other variety.

three white,

CHARLEK B. PAieKER,308 Gay St., Baltimore, Md., wants
consignments of Pigeons, Guinea Pigs. Rabbits, Maltese Cats, Dogs, and all

kind of pet stock. Write before you ship, .and give me a complete descrip-
tion of stock, and the pricp wanted. Commii^sioTi, 20 per cent.

AiDYEI^ISEyVlENTS
From reliable parties, on any subject interesting to Fanciers, will be inserted
at 20 cents per line of about twelve words, each insertion in the wide column.
Each number or initial will count as one word.
Transient advertisements, cash in advance ; six to twelve months, quarterly

in advance, or on presentation of the bill.

PliVMOUTH ROCKS.—First and special premiums at Buffalo,
1875 ; first premium at Utica, 1876. Eggs, 5f2.00 per 13.

no.l6 4t S. S. MORLEY, Clyde, N. Y.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segars, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.} will also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

EGGS! EGGS! EGGS! I am now ready to fill orders for Eggs to
hatch from 13 varieties of premium and imported Fowls, carefully mated for
best results. Prices very reasonable for reliable stock. SendforafuU descrip-

tive Catalogue and Price List. Address, A. M. CAREY.
Seuns Grove, P>.

POULTRY ANB PIGEONS.
A breeder of high-class Fowls and Pigeons, retiring from the Fancy, has

placed in my hands for immediate sale, his entiie stock, including some pairs
and trios of valuable Fowls, and 200 pairs of Fancy Pigeons, besides many
odd birds. If you want Fowls, send for price lists ; if Pigeons, write for what
you want. Everything at bottom prices.

HOWARD I. IRELAND, Camden, N. J.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D. Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
and have won 16 first, "1" second, and two special premiums; stock from
Felch, Williams^ Herstehis^ and Edmojids noted strains. Eggs, $3.00 per 13.

H. PARHAM, Lima, 0.

BLACK ROiE-COiVlB BANTAMS,
MY SPECIA1.TY.

m
id

During the show season of 1876 my stock won ten first premiums
exhibited them myself at four exhibitions, winning six first premiums (

and young, some figuring as high as 97 points, this fact alone should be a
sufficient guarantee of the purity of stock and perfections of markings No
birds to di'=;pose of at present C B ELBEN Pittsburg Pa.

A Neiv Ijar@:e Finely Illustrated MontlBly, devoted to
Poultry and Pet Stock, in all tl&eir branches.

Edited by the eminent and experienced breeder and fancier, W. H. TODD,
of Vermilion, Ohio, and furnished at the low price of

Fifty Cents a Year!
And ten cents for postage. Practical, useful, and entertaining, it is worth

many times its cost to its readers. Liberal cash commis'ions to agents.

Sample numbers, 6 cents. Trial subscribers, 6 cents a month for two months
or more. Circulation very large. Excellent advertising medium. Address

POULTRY NATION CO., Birmingham, Erie Co., Ohio.



FANCIERS' JOURNAL
AND

POULTRY EXCHANGE.
"itTOT :Foia itsexjIF—ib xtt rpoie .a-'XjXj."

Vol. III. HARTFOED, MAY 29, 1876. No. 20.

HOME.
There is a land, of every land tlie pride,

Beloved by Heaven o'er alt the world beside;
Where brighter suns dispense serener light,

And milder moons emparadise the night;
A land of beauty, virtue, valor, truth,

Time-tutored age, and love-exalted youth.

The wandering mariner, whose eye explores
The wealthiest isles, ihe most enchanting shores,
Views not a realm so bountiful and fair.

Nor breathes the spirit of a purer air;

In every clime the magnet of his soul,

Touched by remembrance, trembles to that pole
;

For in this land of heaven's peculiar grace.
The heritage of nature's noblest race.

There is a spot of earth supiemelv blest,

A dearer, sweeter spot than all the rest.

Where man, creation's tyrant, c.xsts aside
His sword and sceptre, pageantry and pride,
While in his softened looks benignly blend
The sire, tiie son, the husband, hroiher, friend.
Here woman reigns: the mother, dauglrer, wife,
Strews with rich flowers the narrow way of life

!

In the clear heaven of her deliglitful eye.
An Angel-guard of loves and graces lie;

Around her knees domestic duties meet,
And fireside pleasures gambol at her foot.

Where shall that land, that spot of earth be found i

Art thou a man ?—a patriot ?—look around
;

Ob, thou Shalt find, howe'er thy footsteps roam
That land ihy country, and that spot % home !

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

MEERSCHAUM ANB AMBER.
"By the way you have colored your adored meerschaum, you

seem to have worshiped it a long while, and must therefore know
all about it. Tell me, of what it is composed? "

" Meerschaum ? why it's the foam of the sea I

"

Yes, that is the translation from the German, but, you know
that sea foam cannot be transformed into such a solid material as
that of which your pipe is made." I am afraid that there are
very many engaged in coloring their meerschaums, who know but
very little about the material so-called.

Meerschaum is a mineral of soft clayey texture, somewhat
resembling chalk. It is found in Asia Minor, Spain, and several
countries at the head of the Mediterranean, occurring in serpen-
tine veins and in tertiary deposits. The best pipes are made in
Pesth, (Hungary,) and Vienna, (Austria,) which cities were once
very famous for working in meerschaum ; but there is an artificial
preparation, which is a mere-sham, indeed, and for which there'is
no certain test by which it may be distinguished from the genuine—
so after all, you may be coloring a fraud. There must be an army
of you engaged in the " coloring " business, for I find in a certain
smgle year that pipes and cigar tubes to the value of $200,000
were imported into the United States. But tell me of what is the
mouth piece made ?

" Of Amber to be sure! "

" Well, what is Amber ?

"

" Why, Amber is Amber, of course—That's all I know about

it, though it does form the mouth piece of my " adored Meerschaum,
as you call it, now, what is if!

"

"Well it has been said to be several things. The ancient

Greeks and Romans said it was the petrified tears of the Sisters

of Phajton, shed for the loss of their boasting brother, and which

solidified as they fell in the sea. Some of the old philosophers

believed it had a soul ; this was on account of its electrical proper-

ties. These properties are spoken of as far back as .321 B. C,
being at that time noticed by the Arabs, who called Amber by a

name, which translated means "catch-chaff." We know now, or

ought to know, that amber is a resinous gum, the produce of cer-

tain pine trees which existed many thousand years ago. Originally,

this gum was in a liquid state—how we know that will appear

directly—but age, and, perhaps, the elements, have hardened it to

the appearance of stone. It is principally used lor medicine,

varnish, small ornaments, (necklaces, beads, &c.), cigar holders

and mouth pieces for pipes. Only two hundred years ago, in Scot-

land, " Lammer" (amber) beads were held in a kind of supersti-

tious reverence by the people, and doubtless there arc still those

who think they have a "charm " above that attached to other such

trinkets.

Amber has been found in various places—in Africa, Russia,

Sweden, Italy, in the Isle of Wight, the grand pits near London,

in New Jersey, Maryland, and Massachusetts; but the richest

find ever made has been in that part of Prussia called Samband,

where, twelve miles distant from the Baltic was taken, from only

a few feet below the surface of the ground, a piece of amber which

weighed eighteen pounds.

Belonging to the Crown it was placed in the royal cabinet at

Berlin, but when you visit the main exposition building—(grand

centennial show, Fairraount Park, Philadelphia), in the Prussian

department, you will find the above article, provided you can see

anything so small in such a vast place, so thoroughly filled and

crowded with wonders from all parts of the world.

The amber beds of Samband are quite valuable, as the fossil

amber trees form a strata from 40 to 50 feet thick. From this

source the Crown of Prussia derives a yearly revenue of about

$40,000.

Besides digging for it, amber is obtained by gathering it from

the sea. After a storm the fishermen cast their nets for it as it is

borne in shore, among the sea weed. Much is thus obtained,

though it is not so valuable as that which is taken from the earth.

The value of the specimens is but in proportion to their size, for,

while a piece weighing a pound, might, perhaps, demand $50.00,

one of twelve pounds would readily bring $5,000. There is the

same infatuation about gathering it, as there is about gathering

gold, the hope of making as much in an hour as can be made

by saving the wages of some ordinary employment, for years.

Pieces of amber containing good specimens of insects are very

valuable, some pieces where the organic remains retain their
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natural colors and delicate parts have been sold as high as $85.00

per pound.

" Then " flics in amber " is not a mere saying."

No, sir ; it is a fixed fact—at least the flies were fixed, and that

fixes the fact, thai the material now looking so much like a precious

stone, was once a liquid, and not only flies are found in it, hut

grasshoppers, roaches, heetle-Hies, and in a piece of Sicilian amber

a lizard was found, a scorpion in that of Prussia, and hosts of

spiders in that of America. Bees, and wasps, too, appear as well

as leaves of plants, all of which were incorporated in the substance

when it was in a jelly state. It would seem that the insects must

have been suddenly caught by the liquid resin as it oozed from the

tree, and thus were they entombed alive. In some specimens it

can be seen where the poor fly has stuck fast, and in his efforts to

extricate himself, has lost his legs and left them behind, not far

however, for a little farther on is found his lifeless body. Collec-

tions of insects in amber are found in London, Oxford, Berlin,

and (in our Smith.sonian Institute,) Washington. Some of the

insects so found, agree with no living species, and of plants found

numbers arc e.xlinct.

That amber contains a great amount of electricity is proved by

the fact, th.1t workers in it—thoe putting it into selling shape, are

aflected with a nervous tremor to such a degree, that they are

frequently obliged to change the pieces, that the electricity may be

dispersed.

Yes, your Meerschaum mouth piece may be a mere-sham ; there

are other kinds of resinous gum which much resemble amber,

namely : Gum-copal, a gum of modern fur trees, and Gumaneme,
another modern secretion, forming even now. This gum exudes

from the N. American Pine, and so closely resembles amber, that

only a practiced eye can detect the difference. Each may, how-

ever, be chemically distinguished from one another. Thus,

Anemi is very transparent, and Copal differs from both, that it

possesses an opal, greeidsh, yellow tint, but as a poyitive test, if

you are not afraid of an experiment, subject your " Amber God "

to a heat of 300°, and if it does not soften, keep your soul in

patience, if it does soften you have been taken in, but not like

the poor fly—^you have not been taken in by Amber.
HnON.

ORNAMENTAL HEDGES.
A hedge for general farm purposes is a very difl!erent thing

from one for mere ornament. For the former we need above all

a strong robust grower that would turn cattle almost without

thorns, and at the same time a plant that will grow rapidly

enout;h to make a good protection within a decent time. Thus
osage orange, honey-locust and such strong growing things are

for farm use only.

When people talk of ornamental hedges they have generally in

mind evergreen hedges. Of these there i» arbor vitte, hemlock

spruce, Norway spruce, and now and then other firs and spruces.

But deciduous plants often are used for hedges of an crnamcntal

character, and it is of these that we propose to treat to-day.

They do not grow fast enough for an ordinary farm fence, and

hence are not fit for protective fences, though many of them are

by no means slow, but their beauty for division lines gives them

a great advantage. Among the oldest hedge plants of this kind

are the hawthorns, of which three have been in use—the English

hawthorn, Coekspur hawthorn, and the Washington hawthorn.

But in addition to their slow growth, suited only to the older

countries, they are liable to blights and diseases, and worse than

all, to the apple or quince borer, which makes an end of them
about the time we commence to admire the hedge's beauty. The
poets have a good deal to say about the hawthorn hedges of old

England, their sweet white flowers and bright red berries, but

these are only in neglected cases, as a hedge properly pruned and

kept in the right condition has none of tbe.se nice things and

little to recommend it. Hawthorn hedges were very popular

about here in the last century, wlien ideas like our forefathers'

were freshly imported, but they have all gone out of existence

now.

The buckthorn is another deciduous plant often ufed for hedges,

but it does not do well in warm climates, and is not very popular

south of Boston.

The berberry is also a popular hedge plant in the far north
;

south of this it is liable to rust, and this rust spreads to the

wheat-fields, an idea by the way ouce laughed at by the intelli-

gent, but now found to be true.

The beech and hornbeam are popular for ornamental hedges

in the old world, and a few that we have now and then seen in

our vicinity, occasionally, shows them to be good things for the
Middle States. Of the hawthorns the European is usually em-
ployed, but a friend tells us the American is far preferable, as it

grows much more rapidly, and then has beautifully colored leaves

in fall. On the other hand the European beech is the more rapid
grower 'ban the American, and is the best for a beech hedge.
One of the most beautiful things for an ornamental hedge is

the Japnn qnince, (pyrns japonica,) the scarlet apple-like blos-

soms of which are now very well known. It is considered rather

difficult to transplant, but if set rather deep it does very well.

There need be no fear of injuring them even though several

inches of the branches are buried in the gniuiid. If to this the

tops of th'se branches are clipped a little after planting, success

is as well-assured as in any other plant. It grows slow, but is

very beautiful when fully established.

There are other things coming into use, such as the silver

thorn—a plant allied to the bnffalo berry—and some others; but
those we have named are the best known.— Gtrviantown 'J'ele-

grajih.

A SPIDER IN CAMP.
'Tis quite refreshing and greatly relieves the monotony of a

quiet, domestic life, to witness a woman, or a party of them,

where a mouse, a snake, or a spider appears u])On the scene. It

was our good fortune to be present one day not long since, in a

house where there were three women, two babies and one spider.

The women were shelling peas for dinner, and the babies were

amusing themselves by pelting each other with the shucks. One
of the ladies we will designate as " grandma," the two others as

Mrs. F. and Mrs. H. They had the peas in the sack, around

which the trio were congregated on the floor. All went well

enough till Mrs. H. put her hand in the sack for another handful

of peas and brought forth a big black spider. She dropped the

peas, spider and all, and then the performance commenced. The
first thing in order were three agonizing shrieks. 'Then gr.andma
mounted a chair, Mrs. H. jumped upon the table, whi.e Mrs. F.
dropped the pan of shelled peas and struck a tragic attitude on
the sofa. The spider seemed to be making for the two babies on
the floor. Maternal affection at once triumphed over fear, and
the four feet of the two mothers were instantly phiuied, as they
supposed, right on the top of the spider. But they didn't touch
that spider at all. Mrs. F.'s left heel struck Mrs. H. on the right

big toe, cauMng the latter to dance a jig in the most approved
style, although she belongs to the church. They again kicked at

the spider, but missed it, and kicked the babies instead. Then
the music commenced in dead earnest—the two women shrieking
and dancing about, »nd the babies howling lor all that was out. W'e
could have killed the spider, but we didn't want to, becan.se it

would have spoiled the fun, which was better than a circus.

Meanwhile grandma had kept her position on the chair. The
old lady's time had now come. She swung her arms to and fro,

like the boys do at a jumping match, leaped over a sewing-ma-
chine, and landed right on top of the spider, crushing it to denth.
The fun then was all over, and calnines,'* soon reigned again in

that household. The three women took a drink of ice-water,

fanned themselves a while, and then got the fire shovel and duster

and carried the corpse of that ugly dead spider into the kitchen
and cremated him in the cooking-stove. Casualties: Grandma,
some loose teeth by jumping so htavily on the fioor; Mrs. F. a
sprained ankle; Mrs. 11. a smashed toe, while one of the baUcs
had a black eye, and the other a skinned elbow.— Waverly.
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PodLji^Y DEpy^f^TIwEr'T-

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE CHICKEN FLOCKS IN JUNE.

BY SFANOLE.

" Now nil cluck'd home, to their feather beds.

Are the lively chicks, with the downy heads.

In the old Dutch style—with the beds above

—

All under the wings of hovering love;

With a few chinked in, as plump as wrens,

Around the edge of the ruffled hens."

Who that has his r[iiiet, comfortable cottage home in the country,

that is not gratified with the progress and development of the

young pet stock he may have about his place 1 and who can find

more to admire and enjoy the company of, among such pets, than

in the pretty broods of early chickens, which in June dot the green

sward around his cottage door?

In the happy sunshine, all day long they run hither and thither

around the grass plot, deftly catching moth, insect, or tiny worm
—meanwhile chirping merrily—busy as bees—continually peeking

and flirting and peeping—too young yet to do harm in garden or

flower-border, and devouring thousands of minute bugs and worms

that would, if not thus destroyed, mature to injure vegetation and

the flowers or small fruits we are so anxious to bloom or ripen

in perfection.

These tiny creatures are a continual study and a continual joy

to the younger members of the family, while the gentler sex take

great pleasure—as a rule—in watching their pleasant w.ays, in

feeding and caring for their comforts, and in rendering their con-

dition enjoyable—at least in their juvenile days.

June is the "bright halcyon month" of chicken-hood. If the

choice of the amateur fancier fidls upon the diminutive Bantams,

or the beautiful Spangled Hamburgs, for example : how delight-

edly will the women expatiate upon the charms of the " dear

little creatures " that are seen flitting about the lawn, at this

auspicious season of the year, and how ardently and lovingly do

the children of the household join in their admiration of the

"cunning wee things" in downy coats of white or golden fur, as

they watch or tend the young birds, during these bright and

cheery days.

And how appropriate is this occupation to ladies, who have the

opportunity to devote a portion of their leisure to the pleasant

task of rearing domestic birds 1 Surely no hands are so fittingly

designed for this work, and no disposition is so aptly congenial

to the employment, as is that of gentle, afl^ectionate women—for,

as a genuine author puts it, there is something in this business.

" There is a study in it ; a subject for investigation ; a delight-

ful contemplation in natural history. These beautiful pets are a

thing to love, to interest young minds, and old ones, too. They
are among the things to make country life interesting, to attach

people to their homes, and to make them plcasanter than all the

world beside."

When we attend our poultry exhibitions that annually occur

nowadays all over the country, and see the throngs of suburbans,

irtisans, mechanics, farmers, and gentlemen, who flock to these

hows of pet stoi-k, and note the cntliiisiiism of the wives and

weethearta and children of these busy lookers-on, .of every grade

in society, all eagerly crowding their way among the aisles to g»ze

upon the coops and cages—day after day—we realize the fact

that there " is sometliiiir; in it."

There is a great deal in this—in speculating upon the almost

numberless varieties, their beauty, their harmonious plumage,

their symmetry, and all the wonderful qualities they naturally

possess, " They are a thing to love, by all who have enough of

the natural left in their artificial thoughts to appreciate any thing."

" This disposition shows, too, that the world is growing better

in domestic feeling, and home attachments. That little things are

worth looking after, and, although of inferior magnitude, that one

may better feel interested in a chicken, a duck, a pigeon, or a

rabbit, than not be interested at all. And children, or young

minds, if not amused by innocent things, are very prone to become

interested in vicious ones.'

At evening, when the master returns from his town or city

counting-house or work-shop, the hen-mothor has ' clucked the

little ones home ; ' but how he enjoys a glimpse of the bright black

eyes peeping like shining beads from the downy heads of the chicks

that have been gathered " beneath the wings ofhoveringlove,"or

that may be "chinked in, as plump as wrens—around the cdgeof

the ruffled hens "—preparatory to the approaching night's repose.

AVillic and Charlie, or Fanny and Daisie, anticipate the arrival

of papa with daily recurring pleasure, for each has his or her fresh

story to recount as to how nicely this or that brood, or the different

members of each, are getting along, how this one is growing, how
that one is thriving, how the other is improving. And all this

tends to improve the young heart, to elevate the older mind, and

thus through nature to lead the thoughts of both upward to

nature's God.

And this is a rightful, goodly beginning. To breed a nice

chicken, pigeon, or animal of any description, " requires feeling,

thought, skill, observation, study, and genius,"—writes Allen.

Not so much perhaps as is demanded to accomplish the work of

a finished sculptor or painter, yet " breeding perfect models in form,

grace and plumage, even of domestic fowls, is an accomplishment

in the fine arts, as well as it is to perpetuate their similitudes in

marble, or fix them upon canvas.

We may ' teach the yoimg idea how to shoot,' in chickenology,

as in zoology, theology, or any other 'ology—at proper times and

seasons, and in appropriate ways. Why should we not then more

universally encourage this pleasing work among the many

innocent, useful, or ornamental pets now current around us.

And why may we not with great profit and improvement to the

young hearts and minds of our little ones, more earnestly and

generally encourage our children, our wives, and our daughters,

in the agreeable duty of cultivating these pretty and interesting

pets?

NETTLES FOR LAYING HENS.

We have never tried administering nettles to hens, to stimulate

laying, but noting the statement in a foreign (Vienna) Journal

that "hens fed in winter with chopped and boiled nettle leaves or

seed, or both combined, and kept in warm quarters, will continue

laying the entire winter,"—we examined this statement with some

interest.

The paper from which we quote affirmed that this experiment

was tried upon observing how eagerly both domestic and wild

fowl devour the nettle leaves and seeds, whenever opportunity

offers. This proclivity is supposed to account for the fact that
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while such an enormous number of seeds arc produced by the

nettle, so few plants ure ordinarily grown.

In Denmark—so it is averred—both the seeds and leaves are

fed to the cattle and horses, carefully, after drying and grinding.

Thrice a week, a handful of this nettle meal (or dust) is mixed

with the oats given ; and this causes their hair to grow glossy,

while the beasts become sleek and fat, perceptibly, by this style of

feeding.

With fowls, however, we think their being kept in warm quarters

in winter, has much to do with their laying well iu cold weather.

It may be that the stimulating pungent qualities of the nettle

assist in hurrying up this process, nevertheless. And with plenty

of nettles to be had in our American fields, and along the

country highways—why will not some of our enterprising chicken

fanciers try this experiment, and report results.

THE BATTLE OF THE ROCKS.

Judging from the contents of the journals for the past few

months, the Plymouth Eock fowl seems to be attracting a con-

siderable share of attention. During last year we wrote for

these columns the first series of .nrticles that found their way into

public print, concerning the origin, history, &c., of this fowl.

We have been pretty well noticed since then, both by anonymous

writers, and by well known contributors, over their own proper

signatures. In some instances, the accuracy of our statements

have been questioned; in others, the integrity of our motives;

and in still others, the correctness of our knowledge. The anony-

mous fellows are generally mtul-jlingers, who are either ashamed

or afraid to sign their proper names to their articles, such as the

" Videttes"—(by the way, where does^Mr. Vedette find his author-

ity for his orthography'?) and the Nod Pattersons, and so on.

These must be classed as literary guerrillas, or bushwhackers,

and are out of the pale of true critics or inquirers after truth.

Any man who has anything to say worth saying, should not

hide himself behind a nom dc plume. All true criticism is valu-

.alile, and is to be courted rather than shunned, and if "bubbles"

are to be bin'sted, the work may be done just as well if we know
who is doing it. Moreover, if we have volunteer guards mount-

ed on our out posts, the intelligence or information they bring

will be quite as worthy if we know who our Vedettes are. Some
bubbles wont burst worth a cent, and Vedettes may sometimes

lie mistaken in their observations .and reports. But it is scarcely

worth while to take up so much space discussing anonymous
and therefore irresponsible writers. If they have disagreeable

things to say, let them say them, but let them sign their names
to them honestly.

Some writers try to pooh, pooh, the Plymouth Kocks, but they

are now fairly past the point where they could be put down in

any such cheap and contemptuous way. They have done what I

claimed more than a year ago, they would do—worked their way
to the front rank on their merits, .and it does not require the gift

of prophecy on our part, to predict that they will keep the place

they have won. They are yet, of course, susceptible of much
improvement, which they will assuredly undergo in the hands of

tlieir admirers. Ten years hence they will be the best large fowl

for all purposes in the country, and will be as much sought after

by Fanciers and Amateurs, as any breed known to the Standard.

Every good American will take a patriotic pride in a fowl

which is clearly .and exclusively a home production. And this

the more especially, since the fowl, from its nativity, is .".dapted

to all the uses for which we cultivate poultry.

At another time I will endeavor to give some of my question-

ers answers to the points they try to make against me.

A. M. D.
DOVLESTOWN, Pa.

CHICKEN CHOLERA CURE.
This troublesome disease has very seriously operated to the dis-

advantage of western and southern fanciers, in the yards of sev-

eral of whom scores of good birds have been destroyed.

This largely fatal affection does not appear to be very well un-

derstood—as to its treatment—and when it breaks out in the

pens of inexperienced breeders, it is so sudden in its destructive

results, that those who find it amongst their fowls, do not appear

to have time to arrest the progress of the illness, before death

occurs.

It is limited to certain States, however, away from New England

and the Atlantic sea coast. How much elim.atic influences may
have to do with this singular ailment of Poultry, we have as yet

no means of deciding. But from all we have observed, we are

inclined to the opinion that where continual and judicious care for

fowls, upon dry locations, (at a distance from foul yards and

malarious swamps) is exercised, this sickness will not be common.

Among the cures for it, if it attacks the birds, the following is

highly recommended, in an exchange.

Mix one tablespoonful to three pints of scalded meal, say of

two ounces each of alum, ground Cayenne pepper, powdered

rosin, and fine flour of sulphur. In extreme cases, give one-third

of a teaspoonful in a pill, daily, to each affected bird—till cured.

Meantime, place a small lump of alum in the water-vessel the

birds drink from. In less serious instances, administer half the

above sized pill, daily. This is said to be as effective a remedy as

is yet discovered, by those who have tried it. A. M., M. D.

THE COMMERCIAL VALUE OP HEN MANURE.
Mr. Editor :— I find the value of iien manure variously esti-

mated, from the statement of Harris Lewis, before the Massachu-

setts State Board of Agriculture at Barre, that he " never used

hen manure on the corn crop without having benefited it more

than .all the corn the hens ate," to so low an estimate as not to

make any account of it. In a Large part of the published state-

ments of the profit on poultry, there is no mention made of the

manure, but it is a very valuable fertilizer. The American Agri-

(idlurisl, 1873, page 327, says : "Hen manure is almost exactly

identical in quality and effect with guano, and may be used in

the same manner. Its value, if free from foreign matter and dry,

is $50 a ton." The Poultry World estimates it to be " almost

equal to guano in richness," and a correspondent of the same
paper says: "I would rather have it than Peruvian gu.ano."

The Live Stock Journal estimates " that a hen will produce one

hu.^hel of manure in a year, which compared with the price of

commercial fertilizers, is worth $1.00. Lewis Dunbar, West
Bridgewater, Mass., according to statements in Flint's report,

1871, values it at $1.00a bushel, and again in 1872, at 87 cents a

bushel.

But let us see how much a fowl will eat in a year, and then

find how much the manure from the amount of food would be

worth. By statement of S. B. Bird, Framingham, for six

months ending Sept. 20th, 1868, an aver.age of fourteen bushels

of grain or 1.4 gills each per day. By statementof Lewis Jones,

Wayland, for ten months ending Sept. 1st, 1867, fifteen fowls ate

twenty bushels of grain, or 12 gills each per day. By another

statement of S. B. Bird, for eight months ending Sept. Ui, 1867,

si.xteen fowls ate fifteen bushels of grain, or 1 gill each, ]ier day.

The writer found by experiment, that seventy fowls ale nine

bushels of grain in twenty-three days, or 1.43 gills each, per day.

I find an average of the four st.atements to be 1.25 gills per day,

or 1.78 bushels per year for each fowl.

Prof. S. W. Johnson estimates the nitrogen in commercial

manures to be worth thirty cents per pound, potash seven cents,

and soluble phosphoric acid sixteen cents per pound. I fiud by
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table in Flint's report, 1872, page 167, that, 1.78 bushels corn

contain 1.8 ponnils of nitrogen, which at thirty cents per pound,

is worth fifty-four cents, 0..3.5 pounils potash at seven cents per

pound, is worth two cents ; 1.13 pounds phosphoric acid at six-

teen cents per pound, is worth eight cents. Hence we find the

fertilizing elements in 1.78 bushels corn to be worth seventy-four

cents. Allowing ten per cent, for loss, we have sixty-seven

cent.s, the value of the manure of one fowl for one year. I found

that ray seventy fowls in twenty three days, made five bushels of

manure, which amounts to 1..36 bushels a year for each, conse-

quently one bushel would be worth fifty cents. This is consiiler-

ably less than some of the estimates I have collected, but I think

it is very nearly correct. By feeding oats, bran and meal, the

manure would be a trifle richer, but I think corn is the chief food

given, and is a fair representative of the average quality of the

food of poultry. Certainly the manure is loo valuable to waste,

and I tluTik those farmers who have no place where they can con-

fine their fowls, would find it to their advantage to build a good

house and yard, and keep them in it most of the time, thereby

saving the manure and their gardens too.

—

Kew England Fanner.

THE BULLETIN AND OUR STANDARD.
In the first place, Mr. Editor of the Bulletin, we must congrat-

nlate you on getting a front seat and free pass in the Fanciers'

Journal, the express train of the Fanciers of America. In the

second place, plea.se have the goodness to inform us, why did you

answer the subscriber of Lowell, saying he " would be s(tfe" m
entering his birds, before you read the courteous note from Mr.

Felch, stating that your ojiinion was correct. Your editorial reply

is enough to satisfy any sane man as to your gentlemanly 7 ways.

Now let us see how you pan out on veracity. You say distinctly

the Standard does not say " the outer toes being well feathered

to the ends thereof" Go to your coat-tail pocket and read for

the Jirst time, of the first variety mentioned in the Standard,

under the heading. Legs and Toes. " Toes straight and strong,

the outer toes being well feathered thereof." Is there anything

even ambiguous in that expression in the disqualification clause,

" Shanks not feathered down the outer sides, and to the extrem-

ities of the outer toes'?" But )/o« assert that the Standard says,

" Shanks not feathered « * * to the extremities of the outer

toes." Why did you takeout those words, Mr. Editor, and thus

change the meaning of the sentence, or is this given gratis as a

specimen of your honesty 1 The manufacturing of one new sen-

tence by yon, from two distinct ones in the Standard, may suit

your purposes. Again, as to "twisted wings," with your insist-

ing precision of the use of the English language when yon say
" twist-d wings," you may wean both wings twisted, and the

whole twisted at the shoulder joints, as in your present mood, a

part of one twisted wing would be no disqualification. But if

you meant "twisted feath-irs in wing" (a common expression,

by the wjiy ) let's get to business again and see what the Standard
says. We read thermn, tivishd feathers in luing a, di.squalifieation

in both varieties of the Brahma, and same disqualification for

Buff, Partridge, White, Tea Combed Cartridge, and Black Coch-
ins. No need of guessing, Mr. Editor, its all there, your assertion

to the contrary, notwithstanding ; a les-tle •' thumbing " of even

a fe.ii] pages of that Standard n;ight possibly give you a few
(only a few) ideas of what is contained therein. Enough of this,

now as to the value of your opinion. In the March 1876 No. of

the Bulletin, you state editorially, under the heading, "Look out

for Snow Water," that you have substantially neglected your
fowls for twenty-five years in allowing thera to drink all the snow
water they wanted, and to revenge yourself on' the drop faucet

man {we surmise); because he don't icant you as an agent for the

sale of this useful article you are down on said dr< p faucet, and

advise ns, as subscribers to the Bulletin, not to mind the snow

water, as its good for 'em. Read on pages 29 and 30, Practical

Poultry Keeper, by Mr. Lewis Wright, (Do you know who he is?)

"Care must always be taken that snow is not allowed to fall into

the drinking vessel. The reason has puzzled wiser heads than

ours" (surely not i/our head, Mr. Editor) " but it is a fact that any

real quantity of snow water seems to reduce both fowls and birds

to a living skeleton." Can you estimate the value of your opin-

ion (even in America) on this subject, in comparison with what

Mr. Lewis Wright states as a fact, und in connection with the

h deous ignorance you display on these subjects, you continue to

promulgate yourself as an aiilliorili/ on Poultry Standards. Allow

us to mildly urge, when you again recommend "medals made
from asses ears " that you forward the material from your own
individual supply, and before mutilation occurs just remember

that those ears now scale just about 100 points.

Yours truly. Young Breeder.

—It not unfrequently happens that birds make a partial or entire

moult in the Spring. Such a thing is not to be desired, but when
it comes it cannot lie helped. Most likely he will not throw his

tail or wing feathers. Do nothing to retard it, but rather encour-
age the moult. Do not fuss about witli warm baths, but
let him have all the cold water baths he will take, and let nature
take Its course

SpOF^T^IVI/^rJ's DEpA^F^JlVIEflj.

A SHREWD CANINE.
This story of sharp practice by a brnte, is told of an " edu-

cated " dog in the streets of Paris.

A fashionably dressed English gentleman was one day crossing

one of the bridges over the Seine at Paris, when he felt something

knock against his legs, and looking down, he found th.at a small

poodle dog had rubbed ag.ainst him, and covered his boots with

mud. He was, of course, much annoyed, and execrated the little

brute pretty freely ; but when he got to the other side of 'the

bridge, he had the boots cleaned at a stand for the purpose, and

thought no more about the matter. Some daj'S after this occur-

rence, however, he bad occasion again to cross that bridge, and
the same little incident occurred. Thinking this somewhat odd,

he resolved to watch where the little dog went to; and leaning

against the side of the bridge, he followed with his eye the move-
ments of bis dirty little friend. He saw him rub against the feet

of one gentleman after another, till he had exhausted all the mud
off his once white skin, then rush off down the bank of the river,

and there roll himself in the mud collected at the side. Having
thus got a new supply of dirt, the little animal ran up to the

bridge again, and proceeded to transfer it to the boots of the

passers-by, as before. Having watched his movements for some
time, the gentleman noticed that on one occasion, instead of run-

ning down to the river, ho went off to the proprietor o( the stand

for cleaning boots, at the other end of the bridge, who received
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liim very cordinlly. The truth then for the first time dawned on

Iiim, that the little animal belonged to the man who cleaned the

lioots, and was trained by him to perform these mischievous deeds,

for the purpose of bringing in custom. Being very fond of dons,

the Englishman resolved to purchase this clever little fellow, and

bring him back to England witli him. When, however, he went

to the dog's master, that person at first denied any connection

with him, and only admitted the ownership when he was perfectly

satisfied that his interrogator had no connection with the police.

For some time also he refused to part with the little poodle, say-

ing that no money could pay him for the loss of his dog, who

really made his living for him. Tempted, however, by a very

high price, he at last consented to sell the dog ; and the gentle-

man, a few days afterward, brought him over to England, travel

ing via Boulogne to Folkstone. His residence in England was

some thirty or forty miles from Folkstone, and to this place he

brought his little purchase. lie had not been many days in his

new home, however, when the little French poodle suddenly dis-

appeared. Search was made for him everywhere, but to no effect.

His new master offered a reward for him, but with the same re-

sult; and he had at last made up his mind that the little fellow

had been either poisoned or stolen, when one morning, about six

weeks after his mysterious disappearance, the gentleman received

a letter from a friend in Paris, telling him that his dog was back

there again, and at his old trade of soiling boots in the interest of

his former master. The little fellow, not liking the dullness of

country life, had resolved to return to his former home, and had

made his way to Folkstone ; there, as the gentleman afterward as-

certained, he had got on board a steamer going to Boulogne, and

from Boulogne had found his way back to Paris.

[Continued from No. 19.]

THE GREAT SPRINGFIELD BENCH SHOW.
From Forest and Stream.

In the champion classes. Scout was placed first, and it is difB-

cult to find fault with the decision, although some complaint was

made that the judge was disinclined to allow due meed of merit to

Norah, on the ground of her being a Gordon, but with Shamrock,

Dick, Rock, and Mr. Delano's fine trio, Don, Adonis, and

Charm, all to be passed upon, it was a difficult matter to decide.

So also with the champion native setters. May being winner

with 96 points to her credit, although pushed very closely by Mr.

Saltus' Dasli. Pete was victorious as the champion pointer, as

was anticipated. Pete is a very hard dog to beat, although his

head is faulty.

In the special classes many of the awards were based upon the

points gained in the previous competitions. In the setter braces

Mr. Adams was again successful with Scout and Rock, and also

in the best collection class, with Duke, Drake, and Dora. Mr.

Schuchardt won for the best collection of pointers, and Mr. Ham-
mond iu the braces.

The awards will be found in full below. Take it altogether,

and in spite of the fact that three day's work was crowded into less

than two, the Rod and Gun Bench Show was a complete success,

and there was less dissatisfaction expressed with the awards of the

judges than we ever remember to have heard before. We desire

to express our warmest thanks to the officers of the club and the

various committees for courtesies shown, and facilities afforded

during the show.

THE AWAKDS.

Class 1.—Imported English setters, or progeny, that have
never taken first prize at any Bench Show ; Judge, N. Saltus, Esq.,

Brooklyn.
Best dog, silver cup ; Scout, Luther Adams, Eo.ston. Second

best dog, gold dog whistle ; Charm, Geo. Delano, New Bedlbrd.
Third best dog, diploma ; Blue-blood, W. F. I'aiker, West Muri-

den, Conn. Best bitch, .silver collar; Peg, W. II. Balcom, Wor-
cester. Second best biicli, silver dog whistle ; Jessie, E. A. Her-
zeberg, N. Y. Third best bitch, diploma; Doll, Geo. Delano,
New Bedford. Best dog pup, diploma; Prince, Luther Adams,
Boston.

Class 2.—Imported red or red r nd white Irish setters, or their

progeny, that have never taken first prize at any Bench Show;
Judge, W. H. Gibbons, Esq., Madison, N. J.

Best dog, silver cup ; Dick, Wm. Jarvis, Claremont, N. H.
Second best dog, gold dog whistle ; Snipe, J. A. Barnes, Hartford,

Conn. Third best dog, diploma ; .lack. Max Wenzle, Hobokcn,
N.J. Best bitch, silver collar; Lill III, N. Saltus, Brooklyn.
Second best bitch ; no award. Third best bitch ; no award.
Best dog pup, diploma; Duke, W. C. Harding, Stamford, Conn.
Class 3.—Imported black and Ian and black and tan and white

Gordon setters, or their progeny, that have never taken first prize

at any Bench Show; Judge, Luther Adams, Esq., Boston.

Best dog, silver cup; Grouse, Jerome Marble, VVorcester. Sec-

ond best dog, gold dog whistle; Sport, Dr. A. Rufisell Stralian,

N. Y. Third best dog, diploma ; Monarch, Horace Smith, N. Y.
Best bitch, silver collar ; Lou, W. M. Tileston, N. Y. Second
best bitch, silver dog whistle; Mab, Kmerson Foote, N. Y. Third
best bitch, diploma; Flash, S. T. Hammond, Springfield. Best
dog pup, diploma ; Rake, E. Orgill, N. Y, Best bitch pup, diplo-

ma ; Ruby, E. Orgill.N. Y.
Class 4.—Native setters of any strain that have never taken

first prize at any Bench Show ; Judge, Wm. Jarvis, Esq., Clare-

mont, N. H.
Best dog, silver cup ; Don, Thco. Morford, Newton, N. J. Sec-

ond best dog, gold dog whistle ; Ned, J. A. Larkin, Westfield,

Mass. Third best dog, diploma; Jim, Samuel Scranton, Provi-

idence, R. I. Best biith, silver collar ; May, Theo. Morford, New-
ton, N. J. Second best bitch, silver dog whistle; Dimity, C. H.
Raymond, Morris Plains, N. J. Third best hitch, diploma; Maud,
John Nesbit, Cambridge, Mass. Best dog pup, diploma ; Rab,
Dr. J. M. Borland, Boston. Best bitch pup, diploma; Bess, W.
H. Balcom, Worcester.

Class .5.—Pointers of .50 lbs. weight and over that h.ivc never
taken first prize at any Bench Show ; Judge, E. Orgill, Esq.,

N. Y.
Best dog, silver cup; Thorn. F. Schuchardt, N. Y. Second

best dog, gold dog whistle ; Jake, H. C. 'J'aft, Springfield. Third
best dog, di]iloma; Mack, Jas. Warburton, New Britain, Conn.
Best bitch, silver collar ; Nellie, O. B. Cooley, Longnieadow, Mass.
Second best biich, silver dog whistle ; Fan, F. Schuchardt, N. Y.
Third best bitch ; no award. Best dog pup, diploma; Ned, F.
Schuchardt, N. Y. Bust bitch pup, diploma; Flirt, Lewis Miller,

Springlfcld.

Class 6.—Pointers under 50 lbs. weight that have never taken
first prize at any Bench Show; Judge, N. Saltus, Esq., Brooklyn.

Best dog, silver cup ; Grouse, W. E. Gibbons, West Hartford,

Conn. Second best dog, gold dog whistle; Guy, J.N. Dodge,
Springfield. Third best dog, diploma; Lex, H. S. Hyde, Sjiring-

field. Best bitch, silver collar ; Whisky, Dr. W. S. Webb, N. Y.
Second best bitch, silver drg wliistlc ; Belle, Horace Smith, N. Y.
Third best bitch, diploma ;Divisy, San<lcr.son and Williams, Spring-
field. Best dog pup, diploma; Rex, F. Howe, Jr., Brooklyn, N.
Y. Best bitch pup, diploma; Psyche, C. W. Hixon, Spring-
field.

Class 7.—Cocker spaniels ; Judge, Theo. Morford, Esq., New-
ton, N. J.

Best dog. Smith & Wesson No. 3 revolver, value $20.00 ; dona-
ted by D. B. Wesson, Springfield, Mass.; Snip, S. J. Bestor, Hart-

ford. Second best dog, one keg (6i lbs.) Orange Ducking Pow-
der ; donated by Laflin & Rand Powder Co., No. 21 Park Row,
N. Y.; Pat, Dr. J. M. Borland, Boston. Best bitch, fly-rod, value

$20.00 ; donated by J. C.Marshall, model and patternmaker,
Taylor street, Springfield, Mass.; Fanny, Wm. Thornhill, Sjiring-

field. Second best bitch, one keg (6| lbs.) Orange Ducking Pow-
der; donated by Laflin & Rand Powder Co., No. 21 Park Row,
N. Y.; Juliette, S. J. Bestor, Hartford. Best dog jinp, diploma;
Skip, A. Bassett, Pittsfield, Mass. Best bitch pup, diploma;
Cora, S. Scranton, Providence, R. I.

Class 8.—Clumber .spaniels; Judge, Theo. Morford, Esq.,

For the best dog, split bamboo fly-rod, value $25 00; donated
by L. H. Mayott, dealer in sportsmen's goods 545 Main sircet,

Springfield, Mass.; Max, Samuel 0. Edwards, Florence, Mass.; no
other awards in this class.

Class 9.—Retrieving spaniels ; Th'^o Morford, Esq.

Best dog, American single barn 1 breech-loading shot gun, val-

ue $25.00 ; donated by Hyde & Shattuck, manufacturers of sport-

ing guns, 293 Main street, Springfield, Mass.; Shot, J. M. Crosby,

Jr., Enfield, Mass. Second best dog, camp lounge, value $6.00
;
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donated by U. S. Camp Lounge Company, Troy, N. Y.; Prince,

W. B. Morse, Indian Orchard, Mass.; T. M. Aldrich was award-

ed iliplonm for the best do),' and liitch puppies.

Class 10.— Irish water spaniels ; Judp;c, Theo. Morford, Esq,

Best dog, luinter's pet rifle, value $2U,00; donated by a sports-

man ; Dandy, W. 1). Stevens, Springfield, Mass. Second best

dog, keg Orange Dncking Powder ; Rover, K. W. Wateririan,

Athol, Mass. Ucst bitch, special prize, value $20.00 : Rose, W.S.

Johnson, North Adams, Mass. Second best bitch. Floss, G. E.

Law, Springfield, keg Orange Ducking Powder.

Class 11.—Fox hounds; Judge, E. S. Knowlcs, Esq., Wor-
cester.

Uest dog or bitch, double-barrelled breech-loading shot gun,

value $50.00; donated by J. Stevens & Co., manufacturers of

sporting guns and rifles, Chicopce Falls, Mass.; Fan, Jerry Quirk,

Worcester. Second best dog or bitch, 100 metallic shells, with

loader and capper, value $2.'j.00
; donated by Geo. S. Hart & Co.,

Newark, N. J.; Sport, W. L. Keyes, Springfield. Third best dog

or bitch, keg of Orange Ducking Powder; donated by Liifliii &
Rand Powder Co., No. 21 Park How, N. Y.; Whoop, C. H. White,

South Hadley. Best dog or bitch pup, Smith & Wesson revol-

ver, Judy, Geo. A. Edmunds, North Brookfield, Mass. Second

best dog or bilch pup, camp loimge, value $6.00 ; donated by U.

S. Camp Lounge Co., Troy, N. Y.; Slick, H. C. Jones, Stockbridge,

Mass.
Cr.ASS 12.—No entries.

Class 13.—Dachshunds ; Judge, E. S. Knowles, Esq.

Best dog or bitch, silver medal. Dachshund, Col. Clark, Man-
chester, N. II.

Class U.—Deerhounds ; Judge, E. S. Knowles.

Best dog or bitch, silver medal. Sir Walter, H. J. Bixhy, Nash-

ua, N. H. Second best dog or bitch, diploma. Spider, H. J. Bix-

by, Nashua, N. II.

Class 1.5.—Greyhounds; Judge, Ethan Allen, Esq., Ponifrct

Centre.

Best dog or bitch, silver medal. Fly, Mowry Bros., Wilbraham,
Mass.
Class 16.—Newfoundlands ; Judge, Ethan Allen, Esq.

Best dog or bitch, silver medal, Bruno, II. A. Phelan, West
Springfield. Second best dog or bitch, diploma. Rose, Mrs. L.

B. Merrill, W. Springfield. Best dog or biteh pup, diploma, Mrs.

L. B. Merrill, West Springfield.

Class 17.— St. Bernards; Judge, Ethan Allen, E.sq.

Best dog or biteh, silver medal. Major, E. Roekwood, Spring-
field. Second best dog or bitch, diploma. Honest, A. J. Marks,
Chester.

Classes 18 and 19.—No entries.

Class—20. Bull terriers; Judge, Geo. DeF. Grant, Esq., N.Y.
Best dog or biteh, silver medal, Jessie, J. J. Higgins, Springfield.

Second best dog or bitch, diploma, Fan, John Brainan, Spring-
field.

Class 21.—Collies or Shepherd ; Judge, Ethan Allen, Esq.
Best dog or bitch, silver medal, Leo, J. J. Bliss, Longmeadow,

Mass.
Class 22.—Dalmatian or coach dogs ; Judge, Geo. De F. Grant,

Esq.
Best dog or bitch, silver medal, Jewell, J. Hiirris, Willimantic,

Conn. Second best dog or bitch, diploma, Sparkle, B. Hennio,
Springfield.

Class 23.—Spitz ; Judge, Eihan Allen, Esq.
Best dog or bitch, silver medal. Chub, C. W. Nutchell, Sprin"--

field.

Class 24.—Scotch terriers ; Judge, C. H. Raymond, Esq., Mor-
ris Plains, N. J.

Best dog or bitch, silver collar, Dixie, J. H. Damon, Springfield.
For the best dog or bitch pup, diploma, C. L. Smith, West Spring-
field.

Class 26.—Skye terrier; Judge, C. H. Raymond, E.sq.

Best dog or bitch, silver collar. Chance, G. B. Bissell, Spring-
field. Second best dog or bitch, diploma. Buff, Gen. J. AVatson
Webb, N. Y.

Classes 26 and 27.—No entries.

Class 28.—Pug terrier ; Judge, C. H. Raymond, Esq.
Best dog or bitch, silver collar. Peg, C. W. Bliss, Springfield.

Second best dog or bitch, diploma, Bounce, S. Hammond, Bos-
ton.

Class 29. Black and tan terrier ; Judge, C. H. Ravmond, Esq.
Best dog or bitch, silver collar. Jinks, S. E. Gray,' Springfield.

Second best dog or bitch. Silky, W. Noble, Springfield. For the
best dog or bitch pup, diploma. Snip, S. H. Hindly, Worcester.
Class 30.—Toy terrier; Judge, C. H. Raymond," Esq.
Best dog or bitch, silver collar, Tinnie, T. S. Eaves, Holyoke.
Class 32.—Blenheim spaniel ; Judge, C. H. Raymond, Esq.
No Entries.

Class 33.— St. Charles spaniel; Judge, C. H. Raymond.
Best dog or bitch, silver collar, Sambo, Emerson Foote, N. Y.

Second best dog or bitch, diploma, Lady, S. K. Hindly, Worces-
ter ; H. C. Charley, do.

Class 3').—.lapancse spaniel ; Judge, C. H. Raymond, Epq.
Best (log or biteh, silver collar, Fuzzy, T. E. Gray, Sprin^:field.

Class 34.—Italian greyhound ; Judge, C. H. Raymond, Esq.
Best dog or bitch, silver collar, Spottie,J. B. Shaw, Sfiringfield.

Second best dog or biteh, diploma. Dot, J. K. Seaver, Malonc, N.
Y. Best dog or bitch pup, G. B. Bissen, Springfield.

Class 35.—No entries.

Class 36.—.Japanese or hairless ; Judge, C. H. Raymond, Esq.
Best dog or bitch, silver collar. Gyp, W. L. Warner, Spring-

field.

CHAMPION classes.

Class 37.—Champion setter class ; Judge, E.Orvill, E.=q.

Best imported setter dog or bitch of any strain, or their progeny,
that has taken first prize at any Bench Show, including this, silver

eMji, value, $100, donated by Hpiri/. of ihe 'J'inin:, No. 4 Park
Row, N. Y. , the winner's picture to be published in that paper;
Scout, Luther Adams, Boston.

("LASS 38.—Champion setter class ; Judge, E. Orvill, Esq.
Best native setter dog or hitch of any strain that has taken first

prize at any Bench Show, including this, silver cup, donated by
Clii'-ago Fidd, May, Theo. Morford, Newton, N. J.

(^LASS 39. Champion pointer cla.ss ; Judge, N. Saltus, Esq.
Best pointer dog or biieh that hits taken first prize at any Bench

Show, including this, double barrelled breech-loading shot gun,
value, S150; donated by Parker Brothers, manufuclurer of fine

t;uns. West Meriden, Conn. Pete, G. A. Strong, West Meriden,
Conn.

SPECIAL CLASSES.

Class 40—Best collection of setters (not less than three) owned
by one person, the average number of points to decide the award :

Rifle, value S60. 00; donated by Frank Wesson, manufiicturer of
breech loading rifles, Worcester, Mass.; Duke, Drake and Dora,
Luther Adams, Boston.
Class 4l.—Best collection of pointers (not less than three)

owned by one jierson, the average number of points to decide the
award : Green heart fly rod, $50.00 ; donated by ,J. B. Crook &
Co., dealer in fishing tackle. No. .50 Fulton street, New York

;

Tom, Ned, and F"an, F. Sebuchardt, N. Y.
Class 42.—Best brace of .setters owned by one person, winners

in Class 40 not to compete ; Meerschaum pipe, value $1.')0.00 ; do-

nated by Forest and Stream, No. 17 Chatham street. New York.
Rock and Scout, Luther Adams, Boston. Judge, Dr. M. Gold-
smith.

Class 43.—Best brace of pointers owned by one person, winners
in Class 41 not to compete: Meerschaum pipe, value $150.00,
manufactured by Kaldeiiburg ; donated by liod and Gun newspa-
per. No. 33 Park Row, New York. Shot and Ben, S. T. Ham-
mond, Springfield, Alass. Judge, W. H. Gibbons, Esq.

Class 44.—Best setter dog pup, one water-proof canvas shoot-

ing suit, valued $25.00; made to fit the owner; donati d by
Thompson & Son, 338 Broadway, New York, dealers in sports-

men's goods. Prince, Luther Adams, Boston.
Class 45—Best pointer dog pup, one of Holabird's shooting

suits, made to fit the owner, value §20.00; donated by Dr. W.
S. Webb, St. Luke's Hospital, New York. Ned, 1'. Schuchardt,
New York.
Class 46.—Best litter of setter pups, silver cup, value $25 00

;

donated by Luther Adams, No 115 Broad street, Boston, Mass.
John Nesbitt, Jr., Cambridge, Mass. Judge, N. Saltus, Esq.
Class 47.—Best litter of pointer pups, 500 paper shells, 100

metallic shells, value $25.00; donated by Union Metallic Cartridge
Co., Bridgeport, Conn. Dr. W. S. Webb, New York. Judge,
E. Orgill, Esq.
Class 48..—Best setter bitch pnp, a dog puppy by "Pride of the

Border," out of " Dimity"; donated by Charles H. Raymond, 141

Broadway, New York. Ruby, E. Orgill, N. Y. Judge, A. F.
Copeland, Esq.
Class 49.—Best pointer bitch pup, Smith & Wesson revolver.

No. 38, value $15.00; donated by D. B. Wesson, Springfield,

Mass. Psyche, C. W. Hi.xon, Springfield.

Class 50.—For the largest dog, gold lined cup, value $10.00.

Rover, weight 181 pounds, M. B. Crane, Springfield.

Class SL^Forthe smallest dog, gold lined cup, value $8.00.

Tiimie, weight four pounds, T. S. Davis, Holyoke.
Class 52.—For the best trick dog or biich, gold medal. Guess,

G. W. Rice, Springfield.

A special premium was awarded lo Mr. W. L. Brooks, of Stam-
ford, for Ixis magnificent imported pointer dog Bingo.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
FOWL FLESH PUTKIDITT.

The natural exhalations that issue through the skin-pores of

poultry, are rankly putrid. Wiicn a few fowls (or m.aiiy) are

confined in a close apartment, without ami)le ventilation, the

effluvia that gathers in the atmosphere of such an ap.artment is

quite sickening—as may be detennincd by any one wlio will enter

.such room in the morning, for instance, after the birds have been

at roost there over a single night, in any kind of weather, or at

any season ; and it is quite immaterial whether the fowls are in

ordinary good health, or some of them be diseased. The result

is the same.

The odor thus thrown off from their bodies is very offensive to

the human senses, and it must assuredly be so proportionately to

the birds themselves. If they are confined to closed quarters a

few days in this way—be the weather cold or hot—they sicken,

droop, and show signs of roup very generally. The air is be-

fouled from their own bodies, and they cannot continue to breathe

it, without becoming diseased.

No live stock needs fresh air or good ventilation more than

does our poultry. And we should never so limit them that they

can not enjoy tliis boon ! If a flock of miscellaneous fowl be kept

out of doors altogether,—night and day—where they areobliged to

roost upon the trees, walls, or fences (when the weather is not

too severe) they are a hundred per cent, better off than if they

are cooped up at night in a perfectly close room.

It should therefore never be forgotten that free ventilation

must be afforded them, if they are shut up, and this provision

for their health and comfort is as necessary as is a supply of

sound food and pure water.

CoF^F^ESpOfJDEI^CE.

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION.

United States Centennial Commission,
fBureau of Agriculture. >

Piiiladklpiiia, M,ay 1st, 1876. )

Sir :—To properly illustrate tlie extent of the fisheries of the Uni-

ted States, both in fresh and saltwaler aquaria, it will be necessary

to have one or more specimens of all fish used for food, oil, fertilizers,

isinglass, leather, bait and other purposes, in the arts or industries.

Naturalists will also be interested in numy of those forms which
although quite plentiful in certain localities, are seldom seen in

market, on account of not being used as food, and as many private

indlvidu.als are desirous of making donations to this department

of the International Exhibition, a list of species most desirable is

herein enumerated. The Fish Commissioners of such states as

choose to make an exhibit in the Centennial Aquaria will of course,

send such specimens as they may deem most rare. The exhiln-

tion-tanks furnished by the Centennial Commission comprise thir-

ty-five vessels of various sizes, and about equally divided in the

fresh and salt water sections, each division having in circulation

about ten thousand gallons of water, which will be properly filtered,

circulated, and when necessary refrigerated. The largest fresh

water tank is ten feet long by seven wide, and four deep. This will

accommodate any fish found in our fresh water. The great salt-

water tank is twenty feet long by seven, by four, and will hold an

eight foot fish. In the fresh water tanks we especially desire stur-

geons (not over six feet), salmon, the two great lake trout, the two

pikes,
(
pickerel and muscallonge), white-fish and jecoes, the sawyer,

all the bass and perch family, the great cat-fish of the Mississippi,

one hundred pounds or more, as well as the smaller varieties, such

as suckers, gars or bill-fish, and all water reptiles, invertebrates,

mollusks, Crustacea and aquatic larva:, upon which fish feed, at

some period of their growth. Specimens of plants upon which

the Crustacea live, and which arc suitiible for introduction into

fish ponds, will also be acceptable. In the salt water tanks almost

any fish that will live there is requested, sharks, skates and mys,

the angler or fishing frog, porcupine-fish, file-fish, pipe-fish, sea-

horse, halibut, soles, flounders, eels, congers, seroid and lace-fish,

lump-fish, flying-fish, sculpius,sca-robbins, red-fish, tautog, striped

bass, or rock-fish of sixty pounds or upwards, mackerel, bonito,

horse-mackerel, dolphins, blue-fish or salt water trout, drum,

sheeps-head, red snapper, perch, angel-fish, hog-fish, devil-fish, lob-

sters, crabs, oysters, clams, sun-jellies, octopods, snails, conchs,

shrimps, anemones, madrepore, and many others. All exhibitors

or parties sending any specimens to the aquaria will receive full

credit for the same, either upon the lal)els, or in the catalogue and

reports or in both. Additions to the stock will be received at any

time, though it is necessary full contributions should immediately

be forwarded. Fish culturists are invited to send models of hatch-

ing apparatus, and all appliances used by them in propagating

and transporting fish, also eggs of such fishes as may bo in season.

Implements used in the capture offish are also requested, that the

full extent of the fishing interest may be properly displayed.

Further information may be had by addressing the Bureau of

Agriculture, International Exhibition, Philadelphia, Pa.

Burnet Landretii,

Fred. Mather, Chief of Bureau of Agriculture.

Superintendent of Aquaria.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to tliis department respectjvlly solicited fron

—The best way to mark pigeons is to stamp with printer's ink
on the flight feathers of the wing. (?)

—The Dragoon was originally produced by crossing with carrier

and a common or long-faced Tumbler. (?)

—When the skin of fowls is scurfy, or infested with parasites,

the cure will be a dust bath, and anointing with sulpliur oint-

ment. (?)

—Black-caps, Robins, Tits, and egg-e.ating birds, too excessively
fond of sweet almonds, bruised in a mortar, and either mixed with
bread crumbs or given simple. (?)

—Bone meal (bones ground fine) is good only for chickens of
large breeds, and not to them if there be a large range where
they can get all they require. If not, it helps size, strength, and
constitution. (?)

—Nightingales thrive best in a rather dark cage, with plenty of
air, and as few dealers keep .suitable cages for these cliarming
songsters, it may not be out of place to give a description of how
they should be built. They should be lifteou or eighteen inches
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wide, nine or ten deep, and fourteen inches high ; the top and

hair the sides should 1)C of wood, and the remnining half and the

fioiit neatly fitted with ciine or wooden bars. C?)

—Testing Eggs. Put the epes in water heated 105°, after

heini,' set not less than eighteen days. All the good ones will float,

and liegin to move. Some say tliey do it but once, but once we

waited ten miniutes, almost in despair, and found several kick at

last. (^

—Linnacns says the cow eats 276 plants, and refuses 218 ;
the

pout eats 449, and declines 126; the sheep takes ."587, and re-

jects 141 ; the horse likes 262, and avoids 212 ; but the hog more

"nice in its provision than any of the former, cats but 72 plants,

and rejecls 171.

—A Cat Clock.—Hue in hi.s " Chinese Kmpiro " says that

the Chinese tell the hour of noon by the eyes of the cat. The
pupils of their eyes grow const.intly narrower until twelve o'clock,

when they become like a fine line, as thin as n hair, drawn perpen-

dicularly across theeye; after twelve the dilation recommences.

—Effect of Music on a Pigeon.—Binglcy gives a singular

anecdote of the effect of music on a pigeon, as related by John

Lockman, in some reflections concerning operas, prcfi.\ed to his

musical ilrama of Rosalinda He was staying at a friend's house,

whose daughter was a fine performer on the harpsichord, and ob-

served a ])igeon, which, whenever the young lady played the song

of " Spcri-si," in HHiidel's opera of Admetus would descend from

an adjacent dove-house to the room window where she sat, and

listen to it apparently with the most pleasing emotions ;
and when

the song was finished it always returned immediately to the dove-

house.

—Shooting Fish—Belong to the family Chalo^ontldac. The
tubular snout of some is applied to an extraordinary use, that of

shooting flies! The fish approaches under a fly which it has dis-

covered, resting on a leaf or twig, a few feet above the water, tak-

ing care not to alarm it by too sudden a motion ;
then ])rujeet-

ing the li]) of its beak from "the surface, it shoots a single drop at

the insect wich so clever an aim, as very rarely to miss it, when
it would fall into the water where it is drowned. Being

common in the Indian seas, it is often kept by the Chinese in

vases, as wc keep gold-fish, for the amusement of witnessing this

feat. J. M. McCasn.

—Cock Fighting at Schools.—Many years ago the scholars

at the large English schools had regular cock fights, which were
recognized as affairs of the school, the charges for which were de-

frayed hy the parents. Sir James Macintosh, when at school at

Fortrose, in 1776, had this entry in his account, in which books

were charged at 3 s. 6 d.:
—"To cocks'-fight dues for 2 year,«, 2 s.

fi d. each, 5 s." Cock-fighting up to the close of the last century

was a very general amusement. It entered into the occupations of

old and young. Fifty guineas in the year 1760 depended upon
the main or odd battle. This made the decision of a" long main"
at cock-fighting an important matter. The church bells at times

announced the winning of a "long main." Matches were some-

times so arranged as to last a week.

—White Cats.—In a number of " Loudon's Gardener's Mag-
azine," it is stated that white cats with blue eyes are always deaf,

of which extraordinary fact there is the following confirmation in

the " Magazine of Natural History :" Some years ago, a white

eat of the Persian kind, procured from Lord Dudley's at Hindley,
was kept in a family as a favorite. The animal was a female,

quite white, and perfectly deaf. She produced, at various times

many litters of kittens, of which generally, some were quite white,

others more or less mottled. But the extraordinary circumstance

is, that of the oflTspring produced at one and the same birth, such

as like the mother, were entirely white, were like her, invariably

deaf; while those that had the least speck of color on their fur, as

invariably possessed the usual faculty of hearing.

—Instinct of Turtles.—Audubon, the naturalist, states that

at certain places on the coast of Florida, sea turtles, those huge,
stolid-looking reptiles on which aldermen are fed at the expense
of tax-])aycrs, possess an extraordinary faculty of finding places.

Working their way up out of the reach of tide-water with their

flippers, quite a deep hole is excavated, in which a batch of eggs
are deposited, and then carefnllv covered up. On reaching the

water they frequently swim three hundred miles out to sea, for-

aging for appro) iriate food. AVhen another batch of eggs are de-

velo|)ed after a lapse of about fourteen days, they will return un-

erringly iu a direct line, even in the darkest night, and visit the

buried eggs. Removing the sand, more arc deposited and secured.

Away they go again as before. They know instinctively the day

and honr when the young brood, incubated by the solar rays, will

break the .shell, and are promptly at the spot to liberate them from

their ]irison. As soon as fairly out of the hole, the mother turtle

leads them down the hank to the" waves, and there ends her parental

solicitude and maternal duties.

How a Cricket Saved a Ship.— In Southey's " History

of Brazil," he tells how Cabezado Vaca was in a great ship going

to South America with four hundred men and thirty horses ; and
after they had crossed the equator, the commander discovered that

there w.re only three casks of water left. He gave orders to

make for the nearest land, and for three days they sailed for

the coast. A poor sick soldier, who had left Cadiz with them,

brought agrillo, or ground cricket, with him, thinking its cheerful

voice would amuse him on the long, dreary voyage, but to his

great disappointment, the little insect was perfectly silent the

whole way.
The fourth morning after they hail changed the ship's course, the

cricket, who knew what she was about, .set up her shrillest note.

The soldiers at once gave warning to the officers in charge of the

vessel, and they soon saw high, jagged rocks just ahead of them.

The watch had been carcles, and the great ship in a few moments
would have been dashcil to pieces on the ledge if this puny crea-

ture had not scented the land, and told them of their danger.

Then they cruised along for some days, and the cricket sang for

them every night, just as cheerily as if she had been in far-olT

Spain, till they got to their destined port, the island of Catalina.

—Manx Cats.—Editor of Fanciers' Journal :—I would be

obliged to any (.f your learned correspondcnls in the animal king-

dom for the origin, or original native place, of the Manx, or no-tail

cat. I lately read of some of the oddities of Japan, one of which

was no-tailed cats. 1 have a jiair, and for intelligence and affec-

tioTi they are much superior to anything I ever observed in the

ordinary cat. When " Nettie" w.is "on the fly" I shut her up
with " Oil k," the result of which proved three "cats," a real

" Centennial," red, white and gray. " Nettie" herself is not ten

months old. This species ofcat is (|uitc common in New Englan 1;

but a tom without a tail is a very rare occurrence, some who
have bred them all their lives never having seen one ; and not more
than one in three or four of a litter ap))enring without the usual

appendage. I have never known of a full-bred case before mine.
" Dick " lacks about an inch to make things even, while Nettie "

has about that elongation. When I have been speaking about her,

and casually mentioned her name, she has answered ; and always

does when directly spoken to. "Dick" received a trouncing one

day, when he made his wav out towards where I was, telling of

his trials in a most lugubrious voice. 1 sympathized with him,

when down he sat and went on in a manner that astonished as

well as amused me, and then retired silently to his sanctuary un-

der the barn. I repeated to myself what I had often heard a

sprightly old maiden in Vermont exclaim, about her tabby :
" He

ain't cats, he's folks !"

It is really surprising how interesting, and apparently intelli-

gent most animals can be rendered by kindness and interest, and

last of all, with what love and confidence they repay us.

Linden, N. J. P- Welch.

—Among a collection of reptiles presented to the Academy at

its l.ist meeting, and brought by the donor from Guayaquil, was

the blind, double headed snake", which was formerly em]>loyed in

primitive medicine as a catagmatie, from a fancy that it possessed

the property of promoting the union of fractured bones. This

superstition grew out of another notion that the snake was of a

sort of magnetic boomerang temperament, and would re-unite if

cut in two. It was also supposed that the blind double-headed

snake was exclusively an intratropical anomaly, but this is cer-

tainly a mistake. A specimen was captured about three years ago

by a naturalist near San Jose, who, in the most beautiful manner

demonstrated the sympathetic separative principle, or plastic force

of the reptile. In length, the snake was about eighteen inches;

the extremities were two well defined heads, with nostrils and

mouth, but only the rudiments of eyes. Its mean thickness was

an inch and three-quarters, slightly tapering from the heads to a

common center. Its motion was compound, consisting of an

undulntory retardation, followed by hoo|i-like springs ; for as one

had tried "to advance, so did the other, an<i tlie result was an ab-

sence of locomotion, but a rapid wriggling of the interior body of

the viper. The time of their intermittent evolutions was about

one second, and the distance made by each spring was about thirty-

one inches.

The gentleman who captured this double snake, did so by chop-

ping it with a hoe into three about equal pieces, or about six inches

toeach head. To his great astonishment, the extreme fractions fled,

but soon returning simultaneously, the two heads began swallowing
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the interior section, and met half way, when in a sort of joint ten-

ancy, they joined fangs over a morsel of themselves. To cap the

climax of tliis anfractuous plienomenon, the tnmeateJ ends doubled

up, united and healed, and the snalie became a wreath, but soon
died in that festering condition. The specimen was preserved in

the owner's primitive museum, .and afterwards found its way to

tlie East, where, for some inexplicable reason, the scientific jour-

nals repudiated it.

—

Alia California.

Slfl\LL PeJ DEpy^F^TIWEfJj

AND YOUNG FOLKES' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' .Toumal.)

PETS, AND THE FATE OF SOME OF TH M.

BY HOON.

No. 1. The Pet Squirrel.

" For heaven's sake let's sit upon the ground

And tell sad stories of the fate of kings (pets ?)

How some have been deposed, some slain in war
* * * Some sleeping killed.

All murdered I"

—

Shakespeare—Eieh'd II.

To distinguish man from the brute creation, he lias been called

a grumbling .animal, and again, a cooking animal. He has an-

other characteristic quite as distinctive ; he is a pet-loving animal.

It is true that, sometimes, this characteristic is shared by individu-

als of the brute creation. The empress at the Zoo, had her pet dog,

the monkeys, in the same institution, have their pet cats, and we
have heard of such odd friendships amid several varieties of the

lower animals, but all appear to be circumstantial cases. The
child, on the other hand, shows its petting instinct at the earliest

age, and loves a woolly dog, or hairy cat just as soon as it knows
what candy means.

That people do keep pets, and also that they do misuse them,

is an unquestionable fact. Why they care for, and treat them

thus, is a more difficult question. Some keep them because they

have a dislike to lake animal life. Bruce bred the spider, because

it cheered his prison life, as well as gave him hope. Cardinal

Bellarraine had a famous beard which he worshiped, but he

would not disturb the fleas which made their home in it, for fear

ho would deprive them of their living! Cowper's pet hares are

well known, also Mrs. Southey's pet toad; whether Burns made
a pet of a mouse oi not I cannot say, but he certainly wrote a

beautiful ode to one. Garnet, that miserable butcher of the

Reign of Terror, would one minute lavish the fondest caresses on

his dogs, and the next give the order for a score of men and

women to be slaughtered ! Well then, what is the philosophy of

all this 1 Why that a taste which is so peculiarly human, may be

humanizing if properly directed.

What a doleful history would the fate of most pets make ! I

think such a history would comprise more misery, in a small way,

than is to be found in most of the minor incidents of life. Who
that have •' loved and lost " pets will not give their assent to

this?

You remember seeing that sweet, sad, picture of a " funeral,"

where the "dear departed " is a pet bird, the hearse, a baby coach,

and the chief mourners, a little girl and her brother 1 The Lilli-

putian grave digger stands beside the tiny grave he has made
beneath a white rose-tree, while another boy follows the mourners
carrying the empty cage, from which, but a few hours ago, poured
forth such a gush of bird-melody. A sad picture indeed, and
but one thing wanting, I think, and that is the execution of the

cat which had committed the murder—But what if it were a pet

too ? —True, I had not thought of that ! Let us proceed with

our pets.

A friend and myself were walking one day, through a wood,
when we picked up an almost hairless, bare-tailed little thing

having hardly shape or form, and which had evidently fallen from

a nest made in some high tree. Home my friend took it, what-

ever it was, and in due time it put on a furry gray coat, a white

vest, a bushy tail, and in short, became a bright-eyed, agile, grace-

ful, and terribly mischievous squirrel, which his owner named
" Skuridus." Soon, everywhere his master went Skuridus wished

to go, milking my friend's coat-sleeve shelter him and be to him
house and home ; thus traveling about with him on all occasions.

One Sunday, my friend thought he might venture to take Skuri-

dus to church, and with him snugly ensconced np his sleeve, he

took his usual seat in the tabernacle, where all went well until

the minister began his sermon, then Skuridus began to hi.is and
bark ! There seemed some discordant note in the preacher's voice

which he did not like, and finally he scolded so loud that his

master, in the midst of the discourse, was obliged to leave the

church. Skuridus never went to church after that.

My friend was a storekeeper in those days, and when Skuridus

was not allowed to dwell up his coat sleeve, his greatest delight

seemed to be to perch himself on the cornice which formed part

of the store fixture and suddenly, from his "coigne of vantage,"

to spring down upon the head of some unsuspecting customer,

generally a lady, that dear, delicate, creature, who is generally

afraid as death of a rat, mouse, or other small vermin.

One day there were two ladies busy making a purchase of Ber-

lin wool, or crochet cotton, when down came Skuridus plump
among the " fixin of a love of a bonnet," causing its wearer to

faint on the spot, and her friend, in the utmost fright and con-

fusion, to rush into the street crying fire and murder, thus pro-

ducing a general consternation all around! But, alas I and alack !

for poor Skuridus, the innocent cause of all this dire fright and

tumult ; for in the melee, a dog from somewhere, which had come

in somehow—none ever knew—seized the poor pet by the back of

his neck, and in one " shake," he was a dead squirrel

!

My friend had the satisfaction of giving Skuridus a burial

under his apricot tree, but true to his first love, he will nevermore

have a squirrel for a Pet.

I JE frt S.

Thet have found a petrified Mormon in Utah, and from the

number of dents in the head, evidently made with a poker and

flat-iron, it is judged that he had at least thirty-three wives.

A Brooklyn man, who had the toes of one foot cut off by a

horse car, sued the company for S.5,000 damages—S1,000 jjer toe.

The company denied responsibility in toto, but the jury awarded tlie

plaintiff $500 as a memento of the affair.

The latest form of benevolence. " Why do you eat that beef,

if it is so tough?" said Jones to his companion at a restaurant;

" I want to prevent its appearing in some poor fellow's hash to-

morrow," was his reply. " Do unto others as you would that

others should do unto you."

Little Willie having hunted in all the corners for his shoes,

at last a])pears to give them up and climbing on a ch.air, betakes

himself to a big book on a side table. Mother says to him :—
" What is darling doing with the Imok V " It ith the dictionary

;

p.apa lookth in the dictionary for things, and I'm looking in it to

see if I can find my shoes."

A Chinaman who had never tasted ice cream, thought he'd try

it. One mouthful went down nicely. lie buttoned up his jacket

and swallowed another mouthful. That settled it. He jumped

up from the table and started to where the sun could shine ou

him, exclaiming

:

"Whoope! Plenty damn cold grub ! No cookec nuft'! Flecze

belly all same like ice wagon I"
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Chunks of Wisdom, from Josh Billings.—Kontcnt-

ment iz the simple science ov knoing when a phellow iz well off,

and kucpin;; still uhout it. The most lonesuin hi/.ziics« in this life,

ami thankless, too, is keeping a distrikt school ! i luid rather

tend a mile stone. Jokeing iz a risky hizzness ;
just for the sake

ov aseckond klass joke menny a man haz lost a fust klass friend.

The world iz so fond ov kriticiseing every boddy, that they mix

fault.) and misfortunes together, and treat them both alike. Hu-

mility is a good thing, hut the best plan iz, to be humble in private

and keep a .stiff upper lip in publik. We are told that "truth iz

niiety and will prevail," i am glad that this iz so, but, in the mean

time, thare don't seem to be eny end to the lies laying around looss.

A pedant iz one who haz found out bi sum process that 2 and

two alwuss make 4, and then spends his time trying to prove it to

the rest ov mankind.

ExcH^uc;Es.
|!I^f"Advcrtisomcnte under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribing and olTerini; for Excliaime only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for each and everj' insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

{ggP—'To EXCIIANOES FOa OASU'' Or "aBEIi^DACKS," "wanted a PnECBASEK,"

or "WANTKn AN OFFER," etc , etc., caouot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exdmime. or Want column.
JEe*"No Exchange or Want will be inserted unleiis accompanied with 25 cents.

O. S. KEENE, Box 16, Auburn, Me., will exchange one pair Lops, 16

and 17 inch cars, from my imported pair 10 months old, Ilimulayans and
Angoras, from imported pairs, for Peliin Ducks or Embdco Geese. Write.

CHAS. W. GKANT, Attleboro Falls, Ma.ss., will exchange one

Beagle Hound Pup, 4 months old, for Brown Leghorns. Must be first-class.

Write for paniculara.

ITIKS. FKAIMK E. CLARK, Washington, N. J., will exchange

a very fine second-hand Waters' Organ, for one pair of flrst-clasa Yellow Fan-
tails, to be sent for inspection.

J. E. LLOYD, Baltimore, Md., will exchange a pure Angora Goat,

(Buck,) from imported stock, for Kerrett , Bull Dog, Maltese Cats, pair prize

Blue Pouters, or otlera.

Trout Fishing Extraordinaht.—Trouting in Connecti-

cut is not altogether lost sport, but is reduced rather for success

to the art ofbeing first at the streams on the right day and of know-

ing how to beguile the experienced fish, for there still aretroutin

the waters of the State. Two gentlemen from this city, Siiturdiiy,

caught about seventy of these fish with hook and line, one of the

trout weighing a pound and a half, and at least twenty of them

weighing a halfpound each.

One of the gentlemen bad a novel experience in trouting which

is worth being told. As he was walking on the bank of a stream

his attention was caught by something stirring in the grass.

Thinking it might be a snake, he investigated, and found a live

and very lively trout. It bore no murk whatever of being seized,

and had not been brought to land by any prey, or by a hook. The

cause for its promenade, which terminated in the fish basket, is

left to conjecture. When found, the fish was unable to speak

and explain its equivocal position. This is a true story with-

out guile, and unsuccessful fishermen should read it and be

cheered. It is a familiar fact that many green hands pick their

first front from trees—the alder being especially prolific of them

—but this is the first case on record of a trout volontarily surren-

dering at sight and laying itself at the feet of its approaching

captor.

—

Uartford Courant.

W. S. KEMP, Dayton, Ohio, willexchangel trio W. Leghorns,! pair

W. F. B. Spanish fowls, and Fancy Pigeons of various kinds, for song hirds,

such as Finches, Uose-Breasted Grosbeak, Starling, Black Cap, Nightingale,

Love Birds, &c.,&c.

The Dutchman's Cheese.—A German resident relates the

following thrilling adventure.

" I goes to Utica last week, nnd I meets a friendt, unt we Talks

und we talks, so we comes mit a grocery shtore, and my friendt

say he buy some limburger, and so I buy some two more as a

pound. Veil, I comes mit de depot, und shumps on the car, und

I cau't find no scats all the while, und I sits myself mit another

feller.

Does car was very varm, und dot oder man he begins so sniff

up mit his nose, und finally he raises der winder about an inch.

Dot cheese it smells big, und I don't say nodings. Den dot oder

feller sniff his nose up to himself some more, nnd he looks at me
sorter queer like, you know, und he give dot vindy another hitch

up. Den he got up und look all around dat seat, und in dot

aisle, und before, und pehind, und I say notings. Den he look at

me und he say .

" ' My friendt, you don't schmell notings V
" Und I say 'No,' unt I almost die mit myself, so he hitch dot

vindy vide open, und shtick out his head und schware mit himself

like eferydings. Ven we got to Rome, dot oder feller he foller

me clear to der car door, und shtands on der platform und vatch

me so long as I am in sight.

" Do you know, I makes up my mind dot feller he don't got no

limburger whare he lifs when he is at home mit himself."

J1N<>. F. HOI SEK, Tamnqua, Pa., will exchange 1 pair solid Black

English Fans, 2 Pouter cocks, 2 Blue Fan cocks, 2 Kabbit's hutches, 1 Fancy
Sciuirrcl hnufe, with large wheel attached ; 1 good violin ; 1 single Shot Gun,
muzzle loader ; 1 single Kifle, muzzle-loader; 1 French Pool Wheel, 2 Parrot

Cages, 1 " Family Printer," 3 fonts of Tj pe, 7 hens and 1 cock. Light Brah-

muK, for Black Bed Games, B. K. G. Bantams, cash, or offers.

C. S. LINCOLN, Warren, Mass., will exchange one cock and four

hens, l^ight Brahmas, very large, bred by Philander Williams, for Carrier or

I'outer Pigeons in pairs, if applied to soon— Black Carriers preferred. Will

also exchaufcie the lot for pair Standard Blue Games.

H. L. UNDEKHILL, Croton L.inding, Wesitchester Co., N. Y.,

will exchange sitting of Game Bantam Eggs, from 1st premium imported

stock, for sitting Plymouth Rock Eggs, ot first quality.

"»'. V. CONNOK, Troy, Perry Co., Ind.. will exchange a Patent

Lever Silver Watch, value Slll.OO, for a pair of White, or Brown Leghorns,

I'artridgo O.ichin8,or Gold Penciled, or Gold Spangled Uamburg fowls, or

offers.

S. B. HEATON, Monroe, N Y.,will exchange eggs from Iloudans

and Uouen Ducks, for mated Pouters, two Blue Pouter hens, mated Barbs,

mated Almond Tumblers, .and one Almond Tumbler cock ; also wants eggs

from P. Rocks, Black Cochins, Black and Brown Leghorns, and Bronze

Turkeys in exchange.

T. J. McDANIEL, Hollis Centre, Me., has one Lowe Printing Press,

>st #2.3
;

prints well a form 10x13 ; all in good order, which he will give for

' - one or two jears of age. Must be good, of
cost

trio of B. ...

course, at such a trad

J. G. ITIcKEEIN, South Acworth, N. II., will e.xchange eggs from S.

S. fe G. S. Ilamhurgs, from stock scaling 80 to 90 points, and winners of Fourteen

premiums, $1.50 to S2.00 per dozen, and 1 trio G. S. Ilamburgs, bred by E. S.

Ongley, for books—on Poultry, Agriculture, and Horticulture, preferred.

J. R, HASSON, Lochiel Drug Store, llarrisburg. Pa., will exchange

a thorough bred Engli.--h Fox Hound Gip, 2 years old, cannot be surpassed for

Rabbit hunting, good nighter, will hunt Coons and Possums ; also bason hand
to exchange Game fowls. Houdans, and Partridge Cochins, for F'ancy and Com-
mon Pigeons, or offers.

W. "W. ELLIOTT, McEwensville, Pa., will exchange Aylesbury
Ducks, (Todd stock,) for a Mocking Bird and cage.

JAMES Y. BOKDEN,Box306,Bridgeton, Cumberland Co., N. J.,

will exchange four pair of Angoras, from imported stock, the old one nearly

full grown, also the mother, a better breeder no man ever owned; will send
the lot for one good pair of Lops. Give length of ears, weight, color, &c.,

and speak quick.

JACOB SELAK, York, Pa., has one Buck and two Doe Rabbits,

Yellow Barb hen. Yellow Carrier hen, and Black-Winged Swallow cock, to ex-

change for Fancy Pigeons, or offers.

GEO. H. NOKTHKOP, Danvers, McLean Co., 111., will exchange

three tine Bronze Turkeys and Gobbler, all one year old, and Todd's stock, or a

pen of fine Light Brahmas, for Baby's Buggy.

HARRY K. WELSH, York, Pa., will exchange one pair Pit

Game fowls, B. B. K. Game cock, weight 5} pounds, (willow legs,) for one Blue
Magpie hen, one Yellow Tumbler hen, and Fantails. What offers ? Speak
quick.

O, S. KEE>E, Box 16, Auburn, Me., will exchange Himalayan or

Angora Rabbits, and three dozen fine Stereoscopic Views, worth $10.00, for B.

B. U. Game Bantams, Sebrigbts, Bronze Turkey Eggs, Aylesbury Ducks, Black,

White, Partridge, or Buff Cochins, Goldeu Pulands, or eggs. Wri'e.

B. HOMER CHAEK, Bellevue, Quetns Co., L. I., N. Y., has to

exchange W. C. B. Poland, S. Poland, (imported,) B. & P. Cochins, L.

Brahmas, Aylesbury Ducks, (Todd's, )eggs or fowls, for P. Ducks, L. Brahma.s,

Game Fowls, Bronze Turkey, P. Rocks, B. Leghorns, eggs or fowls. Must be

good. What offers ? Plants or trees needed.
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J. H. PHIIililPS, Coventry, N. T., -will exchange Patent Hee

Hives, new, for G. I*. Uaniburgs, or Pyle Games. Nothing but finely marked
stock wanted.

E. ». "WSTHEK"', Ogdensburg, N. Y.. will exchange 1 pair Silver
Duckning Game lianfauiB. 1 pair lling Doves, 1 Black male Trumpeter, 1 Black
I'an, 1 White female I'urliit, lor 1 pair Black Jacobins, 1 piir White Jacobins,
1 White male Turbit, very small. 1 want first-class birds, and I will give the

Wa. [^J j e d.

IlEAD INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCDANQES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

W. J. STANTON, 12 Cortland St., N. Y., wants Black, Red, Blu
and Silver Beard Tumblers. Slust have good bearda, &c.

E. ». WITHERS, Ogdensbui-g,N. Y., wants 1 pair Black Jacobins,
1 pair AVhite Jacobins, 1 White male Turbit. I want first-class birds.

"W. J. STANI'ON, 12 Cortland St., N. Y., wants Black, Red, Blue,
and White Highllyers

;
guod birds only.

G. H. GOOS>KI€H, Toledo, Iowa, wantsawellbredand well broken
Setter, in exchiinge for thorough bred Berkshire Pigs, sire bred by one of
the best breeders in Engbind ; imported in 1875. The Setter must be a
good one. ^Vrite full description at duce.

W, J. STANTON, 12 Cortland St., N Y., wants Common Tumblers
of all colors, as Splashes, Mottles, AgfitfS, Almonds, &c., (not more than two
pairs of blacks in a lot,} and all be warranted to tumble.

W. J, ST t NTON, 12 Cortland St., N. Y., wants Magpies, (capped,)
of all colors, and good birds only.

ADVEf^ISEMENTS
From reliable parties, on any subject interesting to Fanciers, will be inserted

at 20 cents per line of about twelve words, each insertion in the wide column.

Each number or initial will count, as one word.

Transient advertisements, cash in advance ; six to twelve months, quarterly

in advance, or on presentation of the bill.

NOT TOO LATE!!!

The advertiser having removed to Hartford, Conn , wishes to dispose of a

large portion of his choice breeding stock, and offers

1 Trio Liglit Braliiiiiis, $r—One Trio, S9.

I Trio Dark Bralmiiis, $9—One Trio, $13

. 1 Trio Bnff Cochins, $6—One Trio, -$9.

1 Trio Partridge Cochins, $12—One Trio, $15.

1 Trio White Leghorns, $10—One Trio, $12.

1 Trio White Leghorns, $15—One Trio, $20.

Eggs From Selecled Birds. $3 Per 15.

Write for particulars.

Address

no.l8 eow

J. F. FERRIS,
216 Main St., Hartford, Con

FOtJl-TRY AND FIGFONS.
A breeder of high-class Fowls and Pigeons, retiring from the Fancy, has

placed in my hands for immediate sale, his entire stock, including some pairs
and trios of valuable Fowls, and 200 pairs of Fancy Pigeons, besides many
odd birds. If you want Fowls, send for price lists ; if Pigeons, Amte for what
you want. Everything at bottom prices.

HOU'ARD I. IRELAND, Camden, N. J.

WOOB-CUTS OF FOWLS, PIGEONS,
And Live Stock generally. Having permanently engaged an artist and en-

graver, I am prepared to furnish, on short notice and true to life, woed-cuts

of fowls, Pigeons and other Pets, at reasonable prices.

FANOIEKS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

J. H. SOHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segars, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.
T have shown L. and D. Brahmas, and Pea-Comb P.artridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, " 1 " second, and two special premiums; stock fmin
Felch, Willia7ns, Hersteins, and Edmonds noted strains. Egg.t. IS.S.OO per 13.

II. PARdAM, Lima, 0.

THE JOURNAL can be had at any news stand. Or at Sehock'a
Cigar and Stationery Store, Tenth and Callowhill Streets, Philadelphia.

Price, 1 cents single copy.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE MANY.
Containing the HISTORY OP THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

directions for their selection, breeding, and management; the treatment of
their dii^eases, and the construction of their dwellings. Sent post-paid on
receipt of 30 cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

WRIGHT'S PRACTICAL PODLTRY KEEPER.

THE BEST BOOK ON THIS SUBJECT FOR THE MONEY ETER
PUBLISHED.

Price, S2.00, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

A New Iiars:e Finely Illustrated IVontlily, devoted to
Poiilcry and Pet Stock, in all tlkeir branelics.

Edited by the eminent and experienced breeder and fancier, ^Y. II. TODD,
of A'ermilion, Ohio, and furnished at the low price of

Fifty Cents a Year!
And ten cents for postage. Practical, useful, and entertaining, it is worth

many times its cost to its readers. Liberal cash commisMons to agents.
Sample numbers, 6 cents. ThmI subscribers, 5 cents a month for two months
or more. Circulation very large. Excellent advertising medium. Address

POULTRY NATION CO., Birmingham, Erie Co , Ohio.

FANCIKRS' JOURNAL

JOB PRINTING OFFICE.

WE ARE NOW PREPARKD

TO

EXECUTE WITH NEATNESS AND

DISPATCH, ALL KINDS OF

FANCY AND PLAIN JOB PRINTING,

SUCH AS

POSTERS, CIRCULARS, PRICE LISTS, EN-

TBLOPES, BILL-HEADS, &c., &c.

CUTS OF ANT KIND ENQRATED TO

ORDER,

IN THE BEST STYLE OF THE ART.

IS^PRICES REASONABLE.^

-DOYLE'S POULTRY BODK.-

BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED WITH 20 FINE CHROMOS, AND

NUMEROUS WOOD CUTS.

Thick royal octavo, cloth elegant, with ornate black and gold side and back

PRICE, $4.00.

Sent, post-paid, on receipt of price. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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—There is sweet philosophy in tlieso pretty lines, entitled "We
come and go:"

If yo\i or I

To-day should die,

The birds \yould sing us sweet to-morrow ;

The vernni sprins

Her flowers wnnld bring,

And few would think of us with sorrow.

Yes, he is dead
Would then be said

;

The corn would floss, the grass yield hay.

The cattle low.

And suinmrr ;;o,

And few would liecd us pass away.

How soon we pass?
How few, alas !

Remember those who turn to mold!
Whose faces fade

With aniuniTi's shade,

Beneath the sodded church-yard cold

!

Yes, it is so

—

We come, we go

—

They hail our birth, they mourn us dead;
A day or more,
The winter o'er,

Another takes our place instead.

From Forest and Stream.

THE BRIGHTON AQUARIUM.
Truth is stranger than fiction. It would be only another version

of this familiar maxim to say that the domain of science and nature

is more wonderful than the realms of the imagination. A visit

to the Brighton Aquarium shows that all one has ever read in

fiction or romance of the mysteries that "the deep unfathomed

eaves of ocean bear " is a truthful stoiy. There one realizes that

the fanciful pictures of Victor Hugo or Jules Verne are only

photographs from nature. There one is enabled to visit comfort-

ably, and without putting on a Boyton's patent diving dress,

even without an umbrella—perhaps the only place in England

that one can go without it—the mysterious chambers of Davy
Jones' Locker, and relurn from that bourne alive and with dry

clothes. But it was my intention to give you only some practical

information about tliis magnificent aquarium, which ought to

rank as one of the wonders of the world.

As long ago as 18C6 the Brighton aquarium was proposed by

Mr. E. Birch its engineer, he having seen a similar, but much
smaller one at Boulogne. It is now the largest one in the world.

But it was not until the autumn of 1869 that the work was en-

tered upon. At Kastcr, 1872, it was provisionally opened, and

in August of that year it was inaugurated with great ceremony

on the occasion of the meeting of the British Association of

Science at Brighion. Distinguished personages from the four

quarters of the globe were present, including the ex-Emperor

and Empress of the French, the King and Queen of the Belgi-

ans, the Japanese Embassadors, the Nawab of Bengal, the Patri-

arch of Anticch, the Bishop of Jerusalem, and many others.

showing the great interest that was taken in this novel enterprise.

The aquarium is situated close to the chain pier at the end of the

Marine Parade, or fashionable drive and promenade of Brighton,

and is sunk much below the natural surface of the ground.

Entering at the western end, through a beautiful gateway of

Oriental architecture, above which is a tower with an illuminated

clock, the visitor finds him.self at the top of a flight of granite

steps twenty feet in width, leading to the entrance court sixty

feet by forty feet. The front elevation of the building is eighteen

feet high, and consists of five arches with terra cotta columns

and enrichments. On the frieze round the sides is this appropri-

ate inscription. "And God said let the waters bring forth

abundantly the moving creature that hath life." From this

outer court the entrance hall, which is eighty feet by forty-five

feet, is approached through three doors. This hall is furnishcil

with reading tables, and is supplied with the serials, journals,

and telegrams of the day.

The first sensation on entering this beautiful and spacious hall is

the silence that perv.ades the place. All the familiar noi.ses of the

iijiper world have ceased. Long vistas stretch before the eye, wall-

ed by the pale green water of the sea, ending in rocky grottoes and

cascades. To increase the bewilderment, strains of distant music

fall on the car, and at intervals the sharp bark of the sea lion is

heard, and, were it not for tlie presence of a few visitors sitting

about in this entrance hall, prosaically reading the newspapers,

one might imagine he he had sudbenly plunged into the realms of

old Neptune. The architecture of the interior may be said to be

a composition of Italian and Oceanic. Strong iron columns sup-

port the structure, but there are many other columns of terra cotta,

whose Capitols are moulded with figures of mermaids, Naiads, dol-

phins, etc., and friezes and bands of shells and coral run around

the sides. The roof is constructedof variegated bricks, is grained,'

and rests upon columcs of Bath stone, serpentine, marble and

Scotch granite. On each side of the main corridor the tanks,

forty-one in number, are placed. These vary in size from forty to

one hundred feet in height. The largest holds 110,000 gallons of

sea water. The plate glass of the front is one inch in thickness,

the sides and back of the tanks are formed of artificial rock work,

but looking wonderfully real with its overgrowth of mosses, shells

and aquatic plants. The bottom is covered with fine clean gravel.

The light to the tanks is admitted from above, and is so disposed

that the fish cannot see the spectator, and therefore is not disturbed

by his presence.

The finny prisoner rests or swims near the glass wholly uncon-

scious of the observation and criticism that he is undergoing, so

that one sees the fish as he appears at his own fireside, so to

speak. Thus a big codfish, or a huge conger eel comes swimming

toward you as you stand looking into his tank, working his mouth

in a most ominous manner, as if he was hungry and had pre-

daceous designs on the end of your nose, when, in fact, he is not

aware of its inviting proximity. Owing to the arrangement of

the light, and partly to the obscurity of the water, there is a de-

ceptive appearance of vastness to the tanks. They are in reality
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ahoiit ten feet from front to rear, the ro'ckwork drawing to a point

at the hack, hut to the lonker on tliey seem like the vnst anil mys-

teridui caves of the ocean. Tlie lanks are li};hted hy gas at

night, Iw jets suspended over tlie water. At the end of the east-

ern corridor is a largo conservatory, one side of which is com-

]po-ed of artistic rockwork, a fernery, and a picturesque cascade.

Here, also, the band phus at times during the day. On one

si<le of this conservatory is a large open tank in the floor, now de-

voted to seals, and on the other side are six octagonal tables, of

elegant design, for the exhibition of some of the smaller and more

rare marine animals; and at the eastern extremity apparatus

showing the hatching and development of salmon and tront. In

another ]daee aie a series of microscopes, under which are placed

minute forms of marine life for observation.

{To be continued.)

PodLji^Y DEpy^i^TI^Er^T-

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PKIZE AWARDS AT OUR SHOWS.
The system of awarding jirizes at American Poultry Exhibi-

tions, as conducted among us for the p.ast dozen years, and the

constantly multiplying of the r/rades of these premiums, has en-

tailed a vast amount of unnecessary labor upon Judges—while

the increase of the number of prizes for each class of both fowls

and chickens from two or three, originally, to five and six, or

seven, in later years—has caused great dissatisfaction among con-

tributors, and at the same time has proved of no earthly advan-

tage to breeders, owners, buyers, or societies.

In common with the majority of interested fanciers, we hope

for a radical change in this management, at our future shows,

everywhere ; and for the following very good reasons.

The value of a prize gained fairly in the e.xhiln'tion of samples

of handicraft, live stock, inventions, or poultry, consists in the just

award of such prize to the best and nearest to best of the article

thus placed in competition. When the premiums extend beyond

these two classes, as a rule, tlie merit of contributions receiving a

lesser award, are inferior, and are comparatively inconsiderable.

This result we claim to be natural, having in view the fact that

the umpire is honest and competent, and that his decisions are

just and equitable.

Therefore, even if a contributor who competes may have in such

show almost, or (in his own esteem) quite as good birds, to which

the umpires award a third or fourth or fifth premium, he thinks

he is wronged ; and when the report is published, his fine stock is

injured for future sales, inasmuch as, accoiding to the official ac-

count, he po.ssesses only third, fourth, or fifth-rate stock, any way.

Thus this man is soured, and his believed-to-be choice fowls are

virtually condemned. If he receives but a fifth or sixth premium,

so nnuli the worse ! And he at once exclaims " I had much
raiher they had not mentioned my birds at all."

Again, it is next to impossible, however well disposed may be

the judges, for these men to arrive at any fair line of decision

upon the fowls that are so low down in the scale in merit, as that

they should command only a fourth, fifth, or sixth prize. The
umpires have not sufficient time allowed them, (in a large exhi-

bition) to do this duty accurately and equitably. It is imposing

upon the judges too much labor, and too great a measure of re-

sponsibility, to expect they will perform such an onerous amount
of work and study, as is thus involved, except in a very general

way. And the owners of fowls thus judged and passed upon, arc

sure to condemn the umpires, the managers, and the committees

of the association, be they whom they may, or however honestly

and well disposed.

The detailed reports of these shows occupy column upon column

of the poultry journals, subsequently, of necessity. Every man
who is awarded a " prize "—however insignificant it may be, and

of whatever grade, for fowls or chickens—is terribly aggrieved if

his name, his address, and his premium is not accurately set forth,

or if a single letter is misplaced in the record. And all this (so

much of which is both needless, and utterly valueless to the con-

tributor,) adds vastly to the printers' and publishers' inconven-

ience and cost ; while the mass of the subscribers and patrons of

these publications, are in no wise interested in these long-winded,

dry details, which occupy the pages of their poultry paper nowa-

days for months, often to the exclusion of matter far more instruct-

ive, entertaining, and useful to all parties.

Individually, we offer no objection to the gratuitous publishing

of the annual reports of the societies' shows, of course, in onr

magazine. This we shall very cheerfully do, so long as shows

are held, and the associations desire it. But if the award of these

useless 9?-af7es and endless numbers of indiflerent prizes be done

away with, we sincerely think the public will be belter pleased, in

the end, and this reduction will relieve us and poultry magazine

patrons of a vast deal of unnecessary work and unprofitable

reading.

To effect this, and at the same time to do all hands exact jus-

tice, in this matter, as well also as to save time and labor to both

judges and managers at our shows, hereafter, we propose that the

premiums be henceforth limited to (/iree grades, at the most;—first,

second, and third—for " best" fowls or chickens, for "second,"

and for " third " best. Also, that " mention," " honorable men-

tion," society's " diplomas," or committees' " certificates," be

dispensed with, altogether. Also, that all society premiums be

paid in cash, according to the announcements, or agreements, in

their regular annual published official lists, or programmes made

preceding the several shows.

This mode will in no wise interfere with the list of specials that

may be offered, at any exhibition, where individuals may elect to

give prizes of any description, in the way of plate, money or

other valuables. But the plan will narrow the scale of society

premiums to feasible proportions; and the three grades suggested,

each for adult fowls, and for young stock of every variety, includ-

ing optional " sweepstakes" for best, or largest collections, would

be quite sufficient for the widest competition. And it would re-

sult in bringing to our shows the actually finest and best bred

specimens, of all kinds, iu every section of the country, undoubt-

edly—since each and every breeder would have something tangi-

ble to work for—and all would thus hopefully contribute their

choicest samples, without fear of having their stock " damned

with faint praise," for their pains, should they not succeed as first,

second, or third best.

We offer these suggestions after learning the views of many of

the most enterprising and ambitions breeders and fanciers in this

country. And we seriously think—in the present advanced con-

dition of the poultry interest in America—that it is quite time we

should now come down to " hard pan " in this matter. By such

sensible, judicious, fair, and economical method we may so adjust

and arrange this aflTair of awarding prizes, that the really Lest
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stock may win ; and the indifferent, or fourth, fifth, and sixth-rate

birds—which are not justly entitled to any competitive consiiTcra-

tion—will bo left out of the question, without damage to their

owners' reputation, or conslruetivc offense to their sensibilities.

By such means we may continue year by year to have finer

shows of superior stock. The ambition will be to breed nearer

"up to standard," in all cases. Domestic poultry will be contin-

nally more largely improved in size, symmetry, beauty, and gen-

uine usefulness. Careless and poor breeding will be no longer

encouraged. Good birds will be the rule, for the exhibition-rooms,

and imperfect samples will be ignored, beforehand. The veritably

"best " slock will win, and " fourth " or " fifth " rated men will

not be mortified and disgusted with the decisions of judges, (often

correct, but sometimes wrong) which include their names and

their stock in a category among the " dead beats."

We commend these views to the earnest attention of officers

and members of our poultry societies, everywhere, and shall be

glad to learn the views of any of our advanced breeders, upon

what we consider a very important topic, of universal interest to

American Poultry Fanciers.

THE OSTRICH DOMESTICATED.
An English settler at the Cape of Good Hope gives this account

of his ostrich stock in a private letter : "I have a flock, or herd, or

covey, or whatever else you like to call it, of 27 ; they are jierfectly

tamo, and will follow me all over the place ; in fact, I feel sure

that they were intended to be domesticated. I have only to get

outside and whistle, and the whole troop comes as fast as their

legs can carry them in hopes of getting some maize, which they

are very fond of. They eat almost anything, but there is so much

round the house and in the old lands that they scarcely require

any artificial food ; but I generally give them a feed of lucerne

once a day, and they seem to relish it more than anything else.

They arc plucked first at about eight months old, and afterwards

every seven months. The feathers are not of much value, but

nevertheless return 25 per cent, per annum. The second pluck-

ing brings that up to 80 per cent., and the third about 110 or

more. The feathers are then prime, and the yield from each bird,

taking cocks and hens together, is about £9 or ,£10. The price

of birds two months old is £9, and I intend to make up my num-
ber to 45 this season, and when they are full grown I expect to

get £750 a year for their feathers alone, without counting increase.

Wild birds are very scarce within the colony, and are only to be

found in numbers far in the interior, where they are also rapidly

decreasing. This accounts for the price of feathers. Of course,

the demand is increasing throughout the world, so that it will be

many years before the domesticated birds make any marked dif-

ference in the market. No stock gives so little trouble; they

thrive where a donkey would find it hard lines to live."

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

IN REPRODUCING LIVE STOCK
Of any known species—whether it be cattle, horses, dogs, or poul-

try—the same laws of nature rule, and the same results follow, in

all cases, the application of those laws. It may occur that a longer

or shorter period or number of seasons will be required to repro-

duce from a given kind what is desired, from the fact that very few

varieties of the kind experimented with come into the operator's

hands perfectly pure-bred, in the first instance.

In consequence of this prior contamination in some small degree,

perhaps quite unknown even to the original breeders, come the

" sports," or imperfect specimens in color and formation of the

progeny in new hands, frequently met with ; which incidents or

accidents are not readily explainable, at times.

But no breed of animals or birds continue uninterruptedly to

breed pe?'/i»c%. I/iko produces like, as a rule. But every now

and then with the best stock, and the most cautiously managed,

miinipulation, there crops out of all kinds of live stock imperfect

examples, which show that the originals have in some degree been

previously tainted, more or less.

The only mode ict discovered to reproduce good live slock, is

to breed from the jiurcst and best attainable, and to select front

yonr young stock thus bred, the bestand most perfect, every year,

to CO forward wiih. Through this management only, can the

strain be kept from deterioration ; for, do our best, with the

choicest, there will always come indifferent samples ; and contin-

ual selection alone will give us, after these, a nearapproximalion

to the superior originals.

It is a notable fact that the finest breeds of Short Horn cattle

importeil into the United States, within the la.st thirty years have

strangely degenenued, and changed materially from what the

originals were. Other stock has meantime been got out from

abroad, and the admixture has kept up a breed of this stock that

is very fine to day. But the blood of the first importations has

aliout run out.

So we may allude to the Brahma and early Cochin fowls, com-

paratively. AVe see very few such extraordinary birds nowadays

of cither of these varieties as were the first of the race, cultivated

twenty to twenty-five years ago. There are many fine strains

around, and these are perhaps quite as popular; but there have been

wonderful changes since tliey were first bred among us, as we re-

member the originals in America.

VALUABLE THOUGHTS.
Mn. AVade :

I don't agree with the writer of "Our Hens," (page 188, No.

16, Vol. III.) I think the nearer we imitate nature's ways the

nearer we are to right. I think feed should be thrown upon the

ground, that the fowls may take their " peck at dirt " with their

peck at food. Does N. E. F., I wonder, have the gravel for his

fowls washed, polished, and put into troughs lest it should be

soiled—or are his birds too nice to have any? "Wasted "—scat-

ter grain broadcast and sec if a flock of birds will leave one grain

to waste—unless the provider be too liberal—when the birds will

prove wiser than we humans do sometimes—they will not eat

more than they want, to keep it from waste or from spoiling. I

do not believe they "consume less food when it is continually

before them," unless it is because the sight of it has sickened

them. If they do consume less, I call it the owner's loss. I claim

that a certain amount of food is needed to meet certain require-

ments. If the supply does not equal the demand, then some part

of the system ceases to call for it, and what would go for the

production of eggs, or furnish material for growth, nature ap-

propriates for the sustaining of life—repairing the waste.

As to fowls " stuffing themselves, and thereby impairing their

digestive apparatus," I fail to see it. They may fill their crops

full, but what are their crops more than reservoirs upon which

the stomach calls for its supplies. And will the stomach call

faster than it can pass on to the other organs of digestion'? When
the crops are filled, the fowls will doubtless " bask in the sun,"

drowse in the shade, or roll in the dust-bath. When the crop is

emptied and the stomach calls, then the fowl will rouse itself, go

to scratching, and go poking among the weeds and plants for

seeds and bugs, giving a variety of food they will not seek if a

" well-filled trough " be at hand. If the fowls be the phlegmatic

Brahma, no nicer, easier way is there to fiitten them, and render

them good for nothing as egg-producers, than to keep that " well-

filled trough " at hand. For the nervous, active Games and

Leghorns it would not be so bad. Requiring more food to replen-

ish the waste caused by their constant movement, and nerves

requiring more food than material adipose, were they not sick-
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encd by the sight of it they might eat and eat and no harm be

done except to their owner's pocket.

N. E. F. lias patience when he waits from 18 to 20 montlis for

from six to eight pounds of Lt. Brahma weight. Feeding young

birds often, just a little less than they would eat, so they are always

ready for more, will make the weight in about half the time he

gives. I think with our poultry and ourselves we would be wiser

if we oftener remembered how the gifts of the good God come to

us. Air is one ccnstant need, and it is around us everywhere.

Only by the hand of man are we deprived of it. Water is

less often needed, so we find it here and there, but food we can

remain longer without, and exercise is necessary for its perfect

good to us, so we must obtain it by our efforts, " earn it by the

sweat of the brow." Pacific.

MR. MINER BLOWETH HIS HORN.
Ho commences his gush with tears, Oh ! ye tears ! continueth

with the reflection that there may be at least a few shots as bad as

himself, and endeth with 'the proposition to buy our address with

a dozen of eggs. Too thin ! Too thin ! Alas I Mr. Miner ! it would

not be to your pecuniary advantage to know us as we do not

breed Games, neither would we accept as a gift, (if they answer

to your description,) all your Brahmas and their eggs. What a

magnificent strain of Brahmas you must possess; "Fly over

fences?" Are you perfectly sure they do not step over? We
recollect seeing once, somewhere, some very long-legged brutes

which their owner called " Brahmas," but nowadays nearly every

one wishes to own and breed Brahmas; as you are very candid,

and speak of your's as " heads and necks " perhaps your's are the

ones we saw. But it may be that your kind of feed makes 'em

spry. It might be well for you to take out a patent on the fodder

and call it " Miner's Invigorator." Again as we do not herewith

send our address, we humbly confess that among other, many
other matters, which we are as yet too young to be fully posted on,

we have not yet arrived at that blissful epoch in the history of

our hen fever when we can place our hand upon our heart and

proudly, yes truthfully say rejoicingly, that we know who you are.

Thusly do our accounts balance. However, at first opportunity,

when time, space, and inclination permit, we faithfully promise

to make inquiries. That affair of your Johnny Duckwing with

the poor old BulT" the miserable Buff," was a "hummer," wasn't

it? Now you go right on and keep Johnny Duckwing well

"manured," (don't dissolve him) and in time he maybe sufficiently

invigorated to tackle some "average" Brahma. But if "the

small boy " puts in an appearance, if you are not perfectly sure

that your Johnny ate, at last meal, his full regulation dose of In-

vigorator, with thankfulness in his eyes, don't let him out unless

you are sure there's a Buff in the hag.

You are correct, wc never couJd hit a snipe or anything else

;

but trust " we maybe allowed to surmise " from the squealing

and squawking on part of you and some others, with piteous

cries for Burleigh to come and help, that somebody had sent a

small dose of No. 10s, to different back yards. Be assured it was

not us, we never could hit anything. No ! we do not " me.in

business," not even advertisimy or anything of the kind. It seems

to be a common failing among " roosters," that they like to hear

themselves crow; but until lately we never knew of one asking

for assistance.

Young Breeder.

" Now, young people," said a professor of natural history to

his class ;
" now, then, as to hens ; a hen has the capacity of lay

ing 600 eggs, and no more, and she finishes the job in just about

five years; now, what is to be done with her after that?" " Cut
off her head and sell her for a spring chicken," exclaimed an ur-

chin whose father dealt in poultry.

TIM BUNKER ON PRINTER'S INK.

"Have you got a game ruster?" said Jake Frink to me one

morning last week, ns he came over to our house.

" No I haven't. What's up now ?" I inquired.

"Why, you see, Squire Bunker, that boy of mine, up in the

White Oaks, has got it into his head that if he can raise some

game chickens, he can make his fortune in a short time—says lie

won ten dollars on a bet last week on a figlitin' cock—at a little

set-to some of his neighbors had in his barn yard, and if he had

some smart rusters that would stand steel every time, he could

make more money in a cock-pit in one month than he could pcd-

dlin' charcoal in a hull year—and I guess he's rite. Says he's

got two pullets that is all rite, and if he can git a ruster that is

dead game, he would raise some chickens next season that would

have the grit in 'cm, and he would bet on the White Oaks agin

the hull state of Connecticut. I knew you kept blooded fowls,

and I didn't know but you might have some of that kind."

"No, I don't keep that kind. Why don't you use printer's

ink?"
" Printer's ink !" exclaimed Jake, " T should like to know what

that has got to do with it. I've Iverd of printer's ink for canker-

worms, but I never heerd of it for rusters—how d'ye apply it?"

"Just put it in the Ilookertown Gazette under head of Wants

—like this, ' Wanted to buy a yearling cock, warranted dead

game, Jacob Frink, Ilookertown, Ct.'"

"Never did sich a thing in my life. Taint no use. I never

read advertisements, and guess nobody else don't. They're

pretty much all doctor stuff. Might be some use in it ef I was a

Steam Doctor."

"Just try it," said I, "and if you don't hear of roosters in less

than a week, I'll pay the bill."

I didn't much think Jake would advertise, but the notion

seemed to work, especially my paying the bill, and I guess the

thought of getting that on to me had more to do with it than his

faith in printer's ink. He made a straight wake for the Gazette

Office, and told the printer to advertise for a Game Rooster as

above, and send the bill to me. The Hookertown Gazette is

printed on Thursday, and distributed to town subscribers by car-

rier, and the rest sent off by mail. Jake got his paper the same

evening, and for the first time began to look at the advertisements.

It was quite a while before lie could find his rooster, and when he

did, it only occupied the space of two lines, and seemed so ridicu-

lously small, that nobody could notice it. He certainly would

not have seen it, if he had not known it was (here and bciu look-

ing for it. He thought he had stuck Timothy Bunker this time,

and would get square on the Horse-pond lot trade. Next morn-

ing Jake was waked just after daybreak by a loud knock on his

door. Jake poked his head out of the chamber window, and

shouted " who's there ?"

Billy Peckham's voice answered from below, " I saw your ad-

vertisement in the paper last evening, Mr. Frink, and I thought

I'd catch my rooster this morning before he got off the roost.

He has licked in six fights, and will kill any rooster in town. Ho
was a year old last spring, and cost me ten dollars. But if you

want him for Kier you can have him for five dollars. If the

White Oaks are goin' in to this business, I guess I'll sell out."

" Couldn't think of giving that," Jake answered, and shut the

window in disgust. He put on his clothes, and while he was

kindling his fire in the stove, another rap at the door. Ben Por-

ter had brouglit up his rooster In a covered basket, said he saw

the notice In the paper, and thouglit he would bring up his black-

breasted red game, that he would warrant lo st.and steel, and lick

all the roosters in town. The bird cost him fifteen dollars, and

he had made a hundred on hlni, knowing just how to bet. He
could have hiiu for twenty dollars. Didn't care a cent whether
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he took him or not. Two men were after the bird, and he onlj

ofTered him as a matter of neishliorly auconmiodation.

" Twenty dollars," exclaimed Jake, "that's all a feller can git

for a two-year-old steer. I ain't a fool quite."

Jake started to milk his farrow cow, and on his way to tlie yard

he met a boy with a game Bantam cock under his arm, in earnest

to sell. He admitted the cock was small, but he was true as steel,

and had whipt De.icon Smith's Buff Cochin, five times his weight

in a jiitched battle. He hated to part with him, but would sell

for three dollars cash on the nail. When Jake had done milking

he found at the barn-yard bars two more boys waiting for him

one with a cock in a bag, and the other with a bird under his arm

They were only common roosters, and Jake declined to buy. As

he came out from breakfast, and was going to yoke the catilc,

Mike Flaharty met him with a dressed fowl in a basket—"and

sure it was a dead-game rooster that ye were wantin', and I

thought Mistress Frink might be having company to dine, and I

brought him up airly." Jake thought there was a difference be-

tween a dead-game cock and a cock dead, but failed to make

Mike see it, and he went off in a pet. He now started on his

shA for the wood-lot, and was hailed seven times on Hookertown

street about that " dead game raster." It seemed as if every

man had rooster on the brain, and the hoys rooster on the tongue.

He began to think Hookertown had done nothing else but breed

game birds for llie last few years. Saturday he went down t^ the

Grocery Store, where they keep the Post Office, for a jug of mo-

lasses, and Colonel Sizcr, the postmaster, told him lie had some

letters, which was a very rare thing. He thought at once that

some of his wife's folks must be sick or dead, especially as the let-

ters were all post;-marked Sbadtown. He was thinking of a fune-

ral when he opened the first letter, but there was nothing dead

but that "game raster." Every letter offered game birds varying

in price from one dollar to twenty. As he opened the eleventh

and last letter, and caught sight of that game bird, he dropped

his spectacles, and made for the door. He did not stop until he

reached the Gazette Office—where he offered the following adver-

tisement for next week : "No more Game Rusters wanted, Jacob

Frink."

Jake is converted to a firm faith in printer's ink, and there is

not the least danger of his falling from grace. I wish we had

more of these conversions. Not one farmer in ten pays out a dol-

lar a year for advertising—either for what he wants or what he

has to sell. He does not read the advertisements in his agricultu-

ral paper if he takes one—and if he ever ventures upon fine stock

of any kind, he grudges a few dollars for printer's ink, and sells

them to some middle-man who advertises and doubles his money.

He thinks fine stock don't pay. Printer's ink would make it pay,

and everything else worth raising upon the farm.

Yours to command, Timothy Bunker, Esq.

Hookertown, Ct., Feb. 14th, 1876.

—

American Agriculturist.

»--•

SCABBY LEGGED CHICKENS.
Some chickens get a hard crust of scabs on their legs, which

makes the legs sometimes double as thick as they ought to bo

from the knee joint to the toes. What causes it I cannot tell,

but I concluded to soften them with coal oil as an experiment, so

I soaked them with an old brush w'lerever there was any scruff,

and in a few weeks the scabs were all peeled off and their legs

smooth and clean.

Try coal oil ; it will loosen more things besides the scabs on

chickens' legs. If you want to unscrew tight burrs on bolts

apply a little coal oil, and it is good for loosening dirt on instru.

ments, cleaning paint brushes, and many other purposes. But
don't keep coal oil and butter very close to each other, if you
don't want the butter tainted.

J. B. Ere.

PlQEOfJ DEf^F^TI^^fT-

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PIGEON RACES.

I now send you an account of three interesting pigeon races,

from Wilmington to Philadelphia, distance 28 miles, was flown

on April 22d, for three money prizes,—first prize won by John

Grist, time 43 minutes 30 seconds; second prize won by James

Grist—time, 58 minutes 30 seconds ; third prize won by Fred

Woods—time, 59 minutes. Second race took place on April 29,

from Newark to Philadelphia—dist.auce 40 miles. Firet prize won

bv James Grist—time, 1 hour 90 seconds. Second prize won by

Mr. Joseph Buckley, who entered one of Mr. James Grist' .s birds,

time! hour 16 minutes 30 seconds. Third prize won by Fred

Woods—time, 1 hour 22 minutes 30 seconds; the third wasavery

interesting race between Philadelphia and New York fanciers,

which came off on May 6, in honor of the Philadcljihia No. 1

Fourth Anniversary, fur a beautiful gold centennial medal, and

three money prizes, the Philadelphia birds flying 52 miles. New
York birds flying 56 miles, and all three prizes were won by Phil-

adelphia birds; first prize won by Mr. Jos. Buckley, with one of

Mr. James Grist's birds, entered by Mr. Buckley—time, 1 hour

22 minutes 45 seconds ; second prize won by Mr. John Grist

—

time, I hour 25 minutes; third prize won by James Grist, 1 hour

37 minutes 47 seconds ; T. Grist's birds coming in 1 hour 48

minutes; Mr. Fassett's bird coming in 1 hour 55 minutes; New
York birds coming in the following time : Mr. Van Opstal's bird,

time 2 hours 25 minutes, Mr. John Van Opstal, Jr., time 2 hours

10 minutes. Mr. Husson, who entered one of Mr. Van Opstal's

birds, time 1 hour 55 minutes, beating the New Yorkers' quickest

bird by 30 minutes after allowing 4 miles of time.

T. Grist, 2231 Master St., Philadelphia.

PIGEONS-OLD AND NEW TYPES.

Thinking over the recent papers in our Journal upon the short-

comings of some of our pets, caused by want of care, knowledge,

or other mistakes made by the possessors of the ancestors of these

birds, it often seems to me one had better let those matters rest

as they are than to be worried as we sometimes are, and sometimes

taunted as fault-finders—a character which I am sure none of us

labor for. Like some of my friends I have been born into the

"fancy," and, of course, cannot get out of it; and having sup-

ported it to the best of my ability all my life, I find I must sup-

port it still. So against all insinuations, and against all opposi-

tion, I intend to support it in its normal points only, which have

not yet been improved upon in this country.

" Wiltshire Rector " tells us he has heard of a case where a

former friondshiii had been broken over a difference of a " feather,

or the shape or the color of a bird." Surely this is a fiilse report.,

One can hardly credit that such could liave taken place. I iipver

heard of such a case, but melancholy things do take place among



250 THE FANCIERS' JOUENAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 21.

men. I was tolil of a case only the other day of a lady and gentle-

man who had not been blessed with a family, but who started an

arg\iment as to how a family ought to be, or would have been

brought up had they possessed one,and the intensity of the argument

waxed so great that it ended in a separation. And once again

:

At the foot of my garden stands a Siberian crab tree. It was load-

ed and gay with bright red fruit a few months ago. Outside the

railings stood two message boys looking at the tree. One said,

" What beautiful cherries !" The other replied, " They are ap-

ples !" " No, they're cherries !" "No, they are apples !" And the

debate ended in a stand-up fight.

A feather is a trifling thing, but a feather—one feather, will some-

times make perfection : hence the great amount of " fancy tailor-

ing," as an ancient writer in this journal used to term it. " Per-

fection is made up of trifles, but perfection itself is no trifle ;" and

taking this view of matters in connection with our "fancy," I

begin at the beginning.

Before proceeding further, however, I have somewhat to say to

our friend " Wiltshire Rector." I give him all credit for his

desire to cultivate kindness in our brotherhood, but why give us

in the next issue an oflT-hand cut, when he knows how sensitive we

are ? In his report of the Pigeons at the Crystal Palace he says,

in describing English Owls, " I think all, save the very prejudiced,

must have owned," &c. There is a splendid breed of horses here

known as the Clydesdale horse. Should any one rear a cross-bred

animal between this and another breed of horse, surely I am not

to be called " prejudiced " because I insist that the cross-bred ani-

mal is not a true Clydesdale. But I let this pass, and ask. Where

did we get our standards'? I do not think from Moore alone,

though he is our oldest authority as the author of a history of fancy

Pigeons. I believe the standards have been written by fanciers

from time to time as the different birds were introduced into this

country, and after Moore's time they were bredttp to the original

type till within late years. No doubt there were always weeds to

be found, and ever will be. " Wiltshire Rector's " portrait of

the Jacobin of 101 years ago may be a fancy one for all that we
know, and does not settle the question. 1 have been too long

connected with the fine arts |to put much faith in old drawings or

engravings of natural history subjects; but it is not from descrip-

tions given in old books or engravings that we take our stand, but

from what we know and have seen.

" The parchment roll, is that the holy river

From which one draught shall slake the thirst for ever?
The quickening power of science only he
Can know from whose own soul it gushes free."

It requires a long experience and close study, not of books and

pictures, but of the actual subjects themselves, their habits and

general life, to portray fully and faithfully the various points re-

quired.

I need not again describe the Jacobin, the points of the true

bird have already been set forth clearly ; and wherever I am hon-

ored to act as judge at our shows, I shall certainly give the awards

to the birds of the original type. It seems strange that so few take the

trouble to favor us with their opinion publicly on matters of this

kind. Were this more generally done I believe we would find the

"minority" a large one I h.ad a good specimen of this at the late

Kilmarnock Show ; it was the talk of some dozen of fanciers. A
single bird put into the selling class, as though unfit for the Jaco-

bin class because she was of the old type, had so many claimants

that she had to be put up at auction, and thus realized a sum three

times thecatalogue price, the fortunate purchaser refusing a tempt-

ing additional sum to part with her. This bird (a yellow) had

one of the longest and best chains I have seen for years.

If fanciers will have the mane and rose, then they mu.st do with-

out the chain, one of the great beauties and destructive character-

istics of the Jacobin. The chain must necessarily be suddenly

stopped short to create a perfect rose, and if only gradniilly short-

ened the rose itust necessarily be olilong and imperfect. The
mane and rose in the Jacobin arc recent innovations. They suit

the present taste, and go down with some ju'Igcs at our shows, but

that is no proof that they are the true characteristics which the

bird possessed while in the hands of the earlier fanciers. Since

the old Spitalfields weavers ( thointroduccrs of this and most of our

fancy Pigeons) died out, this bird had griulually degenerated,

gradually acquiring the Tumbler form of body, and unless some

spirit is shown in introducing more original blood the true bird

will be lost altogether.

The same style of degeneracy is going on in other birds. The

so-called English Owl is but a cross bred bird, and until the true

(African) bird was brought prominently forward, young fanciers

would not believe what they now do. Many of these cross-bred

birds are little better than fliers or racing birds ; indeed, the latter

is indebted much to the crosswith the Owl for its high soaring and

speed in flight.

The Barb is also going in the same way. The heads of many
of them are wonderful, I should say improved, but it is no longer

the Barb, it is a Tumbler with a Barb's head ; with the exception

of the head the other distinctive charactcristicsof the bird are lost.

A friend of mine in Kilmarnock lately purchased what London

fanciers would call a tidy bird. It was one of the new type. By-

andby it was allowed its liberty, and proved such an adept at

tumbling that its possessor in disgust wrung its ncik. This just

shows the line the fancy is taking. What will stir us up ? Oh,

for the ghost of an old Spitalfields fancier !—J,iMiiS IIuiE, in Jour-

nal of Horticulture.

THE ALMOND TUMBLER.
I would advise those gentlemen who have had little or no ex-

perience in this particular variety not to be ovcr-sangnine of

reaching the goal of perfection without great care and patience.

Their bestjudgment is needed in crossing the hard and soft-feathered

Almonds, the Splashes, the Whole-feathered, the Agates, and the

Kites, all of these being at times necessary to produce a properly

marked bird. Now, let me call the atti ntion of our younger

members to the fact, that to breed an Almond Pigeon is one

thing, and to breed an Almond Tumbler Pigeon is quite another

thing. The plumage constitutes the first, which is pretty well

known to most of you. The ground color of the bird should be

of a soft yet bright tint, similar to the almond nut-shell, evenly

broken all over with black of the jettest color ; on the head tlicre

should be fine stencillings gradually increasing in quantity and

size as the hackle is approached, there assuming a rich niet:illic

luster; on the body they should become larger, and give the feather

that spangled appearance which is so characteristic of an Almond.

The more positive and marked the spangles are, the handsomer

it will prove. The flight and tail feathers should each be marked

with three colors—viz., almond, black, and white, these as

distinct and varied as possible, by which I mean they should

not be cut as it were by a bar uniformly across them. So much

for this property of feather, and as the bird unquestionably derives

its title from it, I have always considered .and still maintain that

this is its first and chief property ; but wheiher the bird be then an

Almond Tumbler or simply an Almond Pigeon depends on a

variety of other properties. Let nsex.amine the Tumbler jaire and

simple. Good shape and carriage are imperative. It should be

small, but round and compact, with a broad full chest, holding its

head proudly erect, sufficiently inclined backward to pr. diu-e a

slight curve in the neck, and drooping its wings gracefully. The

head should be broad and high in the skull, yet at the same time

round; without this it loses, to my mind, half its beauty. The

eye should be as central as possible, by that I mean not too for-

ward, neither too high ; it should be of a pearl white color, rather
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projecting than depressed, the pupil being very sharply and clearly

defined. The bcnk should be short, but by no means thick or

boxy ; it should be light in color and project at right angles from

the Ibreliead, neither inclining ujiwards or downwards. The legs

short, but not clumsy, and the I'eet small.

As I before mentioned, neither a bird possessing the feather

without the Tumbler properties, nor one possessing the latter

without the former, can claim to be designated an Almond

Tumbler; it must possess both, and the more these points are

developed the greater perfection it attains.

—

Journal of Horlicul-

ttire.

SpoF^jsiviy^t^'s DEf;^F^7|viEflja

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

A "WONDERFUL DOG.

The admirers of the canine race, among your readers, will

doubtless relish the following incident; none the less perhajis be-

cause it happened since the month of M.ny, (1876,) came in and

is capable of the strongest possible verification :

A gentleman who lives near our village owns a fine St. Bernard

dog which, because of his immense size, beauty and friendly na-

ture, is a favorite with all. On a late occasion he accompanied

the hired man to a saloon in search of an evening's entertainment.

Their efforts were eminently successful, and toward the "wee
sma' hours " the party broke up and wended their several ways

homeward. It subsequently appears that among the company

was the usual young man on his first spree. His early departure

and the absence of the dog were unnoticed by his companions.

His latest recollection of the evening is, that he realized that he

was becoming "under the influence," had better go homo, and

arose to start. From that time until aroused the next morning,

existence is all a blank to him. He was found early the next

morning by the Railroad Agent, lying in the public waiting-room

at the depot, in a drunken stupor, with the dog close beside him.

There was the dog's great and peculiar instinct most plainly ex-

hibited. His manner to the Agent w.is, first, clearly a supplication

for help ; next a menace which plainly said " wrong him at your

peril." He remained close beside his charge until the half con-

scious boy was laid on a settee in a back room, when he exhibited

the liveliest gratitude to the Agent and trotted off home. The
vast reasoning powers of the dog brought into play on this occa-

sion will be more readily understood by a few words of explana-

tion. The intoxicated youth lived south from the saloon and
would most naturally, under the circumstances, have started in

that direction. The depot was north, and the place that he would
have been most unlikely to go of his own accord. Those familiar

with the whole transaction unhesitatingly say that the dog must
have found the b :)y after the sjiloon was closed, and by some
means brought him to the only available place of shelter. The
dog and Agent are good friends, but the boy was a stranger to
him. I have simply given tlie facts and the popular theory. For
obvious reasons names and places are out of order.

St. Beenakd.

IjEIVl S.

Purp-etual motion— the gambols of a restless young dog.

The old lady who said of one of her household pets, " She's

such a feelin' cat," did not purr-pet-rate the ])un purr-puss-Iy.

"Fancy," said Sidney Smith to some ladies, when he was told

that one of the giraflTes at the Zoological Garden hi>d caught cold,

" a giraffe with two yards of sore throat."

An old farmer says the best way for a young city chap, who
wants to become an agriculturist, is to hire out to some farmer

for a couple of years, and then marry his daughter, who knows

how to raise chickens and make p.intiiloons.

There is an improbable story that a New Jersey hen mislaid an

pgg, when another hen set on it, and the original hen recognized

the chicken after it was hatched. The setting hen claimed a
" fowl," but the umpire has not given his decision.

Greeley tells an inquirer that there is no trouble in raising geese

for market if you don't wean them too young. Let them trot

around with the old ewe till their bridle-teeth are grown, and you

can then transplant them to the forcing frames without wilting.

It is related that when Beechcr was in the country last summer
he lost his hat, and found it in about a week in the barn where he

had left it, but with four eggs in it. This is as it should be.

Beechcr had just written a eulogy on the hen ; why shouldn't the

Ilen-re-ward Beecher ">

An Indiana hen has adopted a brood of kittens—they have

already learned to scratch, peck corn and run after grasshoppers,

and one of them was heard the other day regretting that his

mammy wasn't a duck, so that she might teach him to swim.

(All after "kittens" is copyrighted.)

A smart boy in one of the public schools, having been required

to write a composition on some part of the human body, ex-

panded as follows :
" The throat—A throat is convenient to

have, especially to roosters and ministers. The former eats corn

and crows with it ; the latter preaches through his'n, and then

ties it up."

A young lady at a ball was asked by her lover of serious poe-

try, whether she had seen Crabbe's Tales. "Why, no," she

answered, "I didn't know that crabs had tails." "I beg your

pardon, miss," said he, " I mean, have you re.ad Crabbe's Tales '
"

"And I assure you, sir, I did not know that red crabs, or any

other kind of crabs, had tails."

Some wags were watching aronnd an agricultural implement

store, and they chanced to see in the rear a dressed hog hanging

by a hook to the wail. "Ha! ha! "cried the " smartest" one

among them to the young man in attendance, " what sort of an

agricultural implement do you call that? " " That," replied the

attendant, "is a patent com'oined root-grubher, corn-sheller, apple-

grinder, gate-lifter, double-action, back-spring sod-plow; but I

guess you won't want one, for it takes a mighty intelligent man
to manage 'em."

SCRUPULOSITY SHOCKED.
" Quashee," the madam said, " I cannot find

Where all my ducks and geese and chickens stray."

Thereon old Quashee's dark, suspicious mind
Began to hint of darkies down the way.
Those niggers there were very bad ; he feared

That was the route her fowls had disappeared.

He preached a sermon ; told with pious feeling

How wrong and sinlul he regarded stealing.

Just then from hole in bag u|ion his hack
One of the ducks poked out and gave a long,

loud amen " quack !

"
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJVT.
CORRECTION.

In the article on Aaron Burr, No. 19, Dr. John Maclean was

the name intended. Tlic correction is the more needed from the

fact of the Dr's name heing a " household word " at Princeton

College.

The signature " Ervin " not Edward.

REMOVAL.

Mr. E. S. Ongley of Auburn, N. Y., has removed and per-

manently located at Worcester, Mass. We are pleased to learn

that his fine flock of Hamburgs have been placed under the im-

mediate care of H. S. Ball of Shrewsbury, Mass. In future, ad-

dress all correspondence in reference to fowls to Messrs. Ongely &
Ball, Worcester, Mass.

THE FANCIERS JOURNAL.

All young people and many old ones take an interest in poul-

try, pigeons, rabbits, birds, and other pets of various kinds. The
above-named weekly publication is a journal in which all such

persons are interested, as it treats these subjects in a clear and
practical manner, with a thorough knowledge of breeding, rear-

ing, feeding, etc. Each number contains information of great

value to poultry raisers, dealers and fanciers. It is published

weekly at Hartford, Conn., and is furnished to subscribers for

$2.50 a year.

—

Scientific American.

AN IMPROVEMENT NEXT TEAR

May be made in the management of the premium lists at our
poultry exhibitions, which it seems to us is now come to be

greatly needed, and which will not only render our public shows
more compact and more easily handled, but will prove qnite as

satisfactory to the mass of contributors to these fairs as has been

the old worn-out plan in vogue for five to twenty years agone.

We suggest that the method of ofl'ering five or six different

grades of prizes for each variety, young and old, has now got to

be altogether too cumbersome, and too mucli of a good thing
;

while the lower grades—such as a society " diploma," " highly

commended," or "honorable mention" is quite too insignificant

nowadays to satisfy anybody who has taken pains to breed a

coop or two of fowls up to Standard, to the best of his ability,

for a twelvemonth. And besides this, it doesn't pay. The award

is not worth having, when given. And the man who receives it

is actually more disajjiiointed, as a general thing, than he would

have been if he got nothing.

We have so frequently heard complaints touching this matter,

and have been urged so ofien to take up the subject and suggest

revision in the rules governing our American shows in this par-

ticular, that we deem it but fair that an expression of opinion of

the majority of breeders for and competitors at these exhibitions

sliould be listened to, and complied with, in the direction of im-

provement as suggested. Precisely Itow this should be done is

not im|)ortant. But the machinery of our shows has got to he

too cumbrous. We have too many premiums offered, in too

many grades, of too small a value—to prompt energetic emula-

tion among farmers, in the year 1876.

Too many good fowls are nowadays raised in this country, and

our poultry men have come to be too expert with their various

favorites, which they put up to the finest condition and contribute

to our shows, year after year, to be content with the mere "men-
tion," the "commendation," or the paper "diploma" of a town

or country society—in common with two or three hundred others

at the same show who may be equally fortunate (?) in the opin-

ion of the improvised "judges."

In another article, therefore, to which attention is called upon

page 246 of the present issue, we have endeavored to point out

what we consider a feasible and appropriate method, whereby the

change hinted at will result in benefit to our cau.se, and to all

parties concerned.

CoF^I^ES[=0[^DEfJCE.

INQUIRY.

Monroe, N. Y., May 12th, 1876.

Dear Sir:—
Will yon be so kind, or some brother Fancier, as to give a de-

scription of the black East India Duck, through the columns of the

Fanciers' Journal. Please state if their diminutiveness prevents

their crossing with the larger varieties of ducks.

Yours, S. B. Heaton.

COMPLAINT.

New York, May 17, 1876.

Mr. J. M. Wade ,

—

Dear Sir : I notice in the last number of the Journal that one

Mr. T. W. Cox makes a complaint against Witzelof this city. I

saw also, that one Brose, of this city ofl^ered to exchange in the

Journal, Pigeons for Pigeons.and Bantams. I went to see what he

had, and found out that it was this man
(
Wiizel).

EGGS.

Friend Wade :

Sin,—I have got 17 Silver Penciled Hamburg Hens, that laved

three hundred and eighty-three (383) eggs in the month of April,

this is a little better than James Taylor's eighteen Golden Span-

gled Hens layed in the month of March.

F. Taylor.

" peter peppercorn."

Editor of Fancier's Journal :

I have read with interest Peter Peppercorn's able and convinc-

ing defence against the charge of plagiarism. Multitudes ofolliers

have been subjected to a similar charge, and therefore he cannot he

guilt)/. It is not very evident to me that the extract from Bnrns

has much to do with the matter. I do not care to discuss the

question, for, of course, all the proof which I have that my opinion
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is correct is contained in the verses tliemsclves. Let any one who

is interested carefully compare Tennyson's "Brook" with Peter

Poppcn'orn's "Mountain Stream," and satisfy liimsclf. They

would loolc well printed side hy side.

Yours respectfully,

Wm. Gardner Barton.

Salem, Mass., May 22, 1876.

CORRECTION.

Fanciers' Journai-, Hartford, Conn.

:

Please correct error in notice of onr coming exhibition, published

on page 217 of No. 18. I am made to .say that the "contingency

fund is inclusive of the premium list." In that case it conld not

be used for the purpose for which it was subscribed. The amount

is exclusive of the premium list, and only to be used in case a con-

tingency should arise. In malcinLr this correction, you will oblige,

Yours truly,

May 15, 1876. Geo. W. White, Secretary.

informatio.v wanted.

Mr. Wade :

You liindly invito us beginners to bring onr doulits and per-

plexities to the Journal for solving. What puzzles me is this;

I read that " when eggs are broken under a sitting hen, if what

remain are not cleansed fnim all marks of the disaster, they will

not liarch, liccause the pores of the shell being close<l, what is

within dies for want of air." We also read—" Puncture the shell

of an egg with the finest cambric needle, you admit the air de-

stroying the vitality of the egg. It will not hatch." Viz., an

egg will not hatch unless air be admitted to its contents, and it

will not hatch if air be admitted.

Where's Sam? Pacific

correction.

Friend Wade :

—

No. 18 received this day. So the Puma carries off- little chil

dren and drowns them, does he 1

From both reading and observation, I have been led to believe

tliat, like all the eat tribe, he had rather a dislike to wetting his

feet, but it seems after all that, like the " Snapping Turtle," he is

an amphibious " critter." What would your compositors suppose

to bo his motive in droicnding the innocents 'i Is he on friendly

terms with the speckled trout in the mountain streams ; and does

he furnish them a young mountaineer occasionally ?

Will Huon tell us what the authorities say on this subject ?

I wrote " they will carry off ai!d devour children if they find

them in the thick woods unprotected."

Yours truly, J. M. McCann,
May 17, 1876.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this depart?} espectfulhj solicitedfrc

—Why is the Moor-bass liked by some fanciers ? because they
think there never was a moor-capital pigeon. Terr^ Filius,

—The chief point in Silver-gray Rabbits is that they be silvered

all over alike, and not a dark head or light body. (?)

—Sulphur ointment is an excellent remedy for mange, as is

also fish oil, with two per cent, of carbolic acid mixed wiih it. {t]

—The price of Dari, in England, is 20s per sack of 240 lbs

Dari is a white, or nearly white reed, somewhat resembling pearl-

barley, but larger, and is a most valuable ibod for small and del-

cate varieties of pigeons. (?)

—An owl created quite an excitement in a fancier's coop the
other day. It Swallowed a Tumbler bald-headed and left ISun of
it. 1 have heard of Ostriches eating glass, but a tumbler never.
Just/anci/ what a iariarian it was. Tekr.s; Filius.

—To breed Pouters successfully a large room or loft is abso-

lutely necessary. They are birds that require a large amount of

room during the breeding season ; and space that would be amply

sufficient for fifty pairs of any smaller variety, would barely suf-

fice for ten pairs of first-class Pouters. (?)

Docs J. M. McCann mean to say that the Bd^ch-tree is a non-

conductor? If so, it is not very rccommendable to be planted

around country dwellings. Trees around dwellings should be of

the best conductors, and people in beauiifying their homes with

trees, can as well guard their dwellings against lightning by se-

lecting good conducting trees. I have seen several bouses saved

by trees from lightning strokes in the small country town where

I'live, and think others have seen i he same in their places. Is

this not enough to convince everybody, and who would not rather

see two trees fall than have his home once shattered by lightning.

J. A. L.

—On the summit of Pike's Peak, over 14,000 feet above the

level of the sea, where there is not a trace of any vegetation, or,

indeed, any earth upon which shrubs or grass could grow, the

mountain rat, an animal twice as large as a Norway rat, abounds

in vast numbers, overrunning the United States signal station on
the apex of the mountain. Last summer two terriers who had
distinguished themsehcs in the rat-pits of Chicago and Denver
were taken to the house and turned loose at night into the kitchen,

but in the morning one was missing entirely, and only the skel-

eton of the other remained, both having been overpowered by
superior numbers. Four huge cats have now been introdnced,

and it is expected that the number of rodents will soon be visibly

diminished.

In the forests of Lower Canada and the New England States I

have often heard in Spring a mysterious sound of which, to this

day, I know not the author. Soon after night sets in, a metallic

sound is heard from the most sombre forest swamps, where the

Spruce and the Hemloik give a peculiar density to the woods,

known as the " black growth." The sound comes up clear and
regular, like the measured tinkle of a cow bell, or gentle strokes

on a piece of metal, or the action of a file upon a saw. It goes

on, with intervals of interruption, throughout the hours of dark-

ness. People attribute it to a bird, which they call the whetsaw

;

but nobody pretends to have seen it, so that this can only be con-

sidered conjecture, though a highly probable one.

—

Romance of
Natural History, by Philip II. Gusse, paye

Can any of the New England readers of Fanciers' Journai,
furnish anV information concerning the author of these singular

sounds ? " J. M. McCann.

—One Idea of a perfect Dragoon.—The beak should be

bl.ick, stout, about an inch and a half in length, and inclining down-
ward, not straight or spindled ; the head of a barrel form, raised

over the eye, and prominent at the base, not round, as in the

carrier ; the wattle on the beak white, of a tilted, peg-like form

;

the inner margin of eye-wattle dark, approaching black, which
should pervade its structure ; the eye of a bright red color, prom-
inent, intelligent, and watchful (not wild) but not so large in

diameter as that of the Carrier ; the neck abont three fourths the

length of Carriers, tapering and widening towards the breast,

which should be full and prominent, witli the shoulders well de-

fined and forward ; the wings long and pointing, and evincing a

strong sympathy with the eye ; the back rather hollow ; the tail

should not touch the ground, but be slightly elevated in line wiih

point of wings ; the legs stout and short, and about an inch from
the backs to feet; the body nearly as large as the Carrier. C?)

—It is now no longer questionable that the "Paris Green" used

so generally to destroy ttie "Colorado Beetle" is the poison that

has injured so many persons who have eaten potatoes that have

been "saved" from the ravages of this bug, through the applica-

tion of this "remedy" for the evil. The question whether potato-

bugs are poisonous or not, was discussed by Augustus R. Grote

and Adolph Kayser, in a paper read at the Detroit meeting of the

American Association for the Advancement of Science, and just

republished in the Naturalist. The authors' reseaicbes were in-

duced by the assertion that after coming into contact with the bugs,

or inhahng the steam or smoke produced by burning or boiling

them, persons have manifested symptoms of cutaneous or nervous

disease. Experiments were made ujion live frogs with a distilled

liquid and a tincture made from the bugs, and the authors an-

nounced that their conclusion therefrom is unavoidable that the

bugs are not poisonous. They are inclini.d to think that the

cases of poisoning which have uccnrcd were due to the presence

of Paris green, or some other form (^f arsenic used to cxtcriniiiate

the insects. It is quite evident that the employment of this datiger-

ous poison upon food-plants tends gically to imperil life.
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THE TIGER, (Felix Tigris.)

Quite an addition has been made to the Philadelphia Zoo's fam

ily of tigers during the past month, and the society now possesses

the most magnificent specimens of that genus, the largest, stron:

est, and most active of all the cat tribe, and which is peculiar to

Asia alone. " Bengal Ben," who has hitherto sat on the tiger

throne in the Zoo, reigns supreme no longer, and the only consola

tion he may derive from the henceforth divided attention of the

visitors, must be from the fact that the new comers are his own
brother and his wife—which lady, by the way, seems to be on very

bad terms Avith her husbnnd ; a case of incompatibility of temper,

quite as evident as that of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Dickens—Nor will

Mrs. Jim agree to bump noses and be friends with keeper Nash

Not a bit of it ; and that gentleman in forms me that he is afraid he

will never be able to place her on a friendly footing with either her

husband or himself, nor any other animal or thing in the garden,

save a fourteen pound piece of beef, which she, with terrible ear-

nestness, demands every d.ay at 3 p. M. Jim is aliout eight feet

six inches long in body, with a tail of over four feet, and stands

more than four feet in height on his pads. About the same di-

mensions describe his wife. Both are magnificent in color, and

general appearance, bearing beautiful stripes from tip of nose to

tip of tail.

In the Western provinces of the Indian Empire, which lie be-

tween the Ganges and the Soane, in the district of Mirzapore,

standing in fear of but one enemy, (the Bison,) and monarch over

every description of locality, roams the savage, and powerful Ben-

gal tiger, the only species of the kind, and who gets the name of

Tigris regalis, or Royal Bengal Tiger, because in that part of India

called Bengal, the animal's beauty and ferocity has ever been the

best developed.

Though limited to Asiii, the tiger has a wide geographical range,

being found fiom Ararat and the Caucasus on the West, through

the whole length and breadth of India, and round by China and

Mongolia into Persia ! Even at considerable elevations on the

Himalajiis is the tiger found, one a few years ago being shot at an

elevation of eight thousand feet above the level of the sea ! In Siam,

Java, and Sumatra also, is the tiger found, but, strange to say,

neither it, nor any of the cat kind has been discovered as natives

in Australia or Madagascar !

The tiger may be considered one of the most beautiful, as well

as the most graceful of all the Felida;, and though he is nothing

more than a huge eat, he is every inch a " King of eats." Having
no mauc, his appearance is more majestic than that of Leo, and his

countenance, we must also admit, conveys an impression of wanton
cruelty as well as treachery. His strength is really wonderful,

being able, by reason of it, to carry off a buffalo, bodily, while the

most powerful man would be as nothing in his jaws. And what
a voice he has ! Talk about "eatawaulings on the house-tops, or

in your back garding !" They are in comparison but as a tin

whistle would be on the day of judgment to Gabriel's horn !

Travelers in India have heard, while lying in their tents, the tiger

calling to its mate in some neighboring jungle, when the night

was made fearfully hideous by thi-ir demoniac amatory growls.

Here is a short account given by a tiger hunter in India of one of

these midnight serenades.

"A peculiar long wail like the long drawn out 'meou' of a huge
cat, first rose from the river course a few hundred yards below my
tent. Presently from a mile or so higher up the river came a deeji

tremendous roar, which had scarcely died away ere it was answer-

ed from behind the camp by another, pitched in a yet deeper tone,

starring us from its suddenness and proximity. All three were re-

peated at short intervals, as the three tigers approached each other

alonir the bottoms of the deep, dry water courses, between .and above

which the camp had been pitched. As they drew together, the

noise ceased for aliout a quarter of an hour, and I was dozing off

to sleej) again, when suddenly arose the most fearful din near to

where the tigress had, sounded the fisst love-note to her rival lovers;

a din like the caterwaulings of midnight cats magnified a hundred
fold. Inierv.als of silence broken by outbursts of this infernal

shrieking and moaning, disturbed our rest for the next hour, dy-

ing away gradually, as the tigers retreated along the bed of the

river. In tlie morning I found all the incidents of a three volume
novel ill feline life imprinted on the sand, and marks of blood with

pieces of fur and skin, showed how genuine the combat part of the

performance had been."

Thi-re is no particular season of the year when the tiger selects

his "affinity," ami goes to den-keeping, but in fourteen or fifteen

weeks thereafier the lady presents her lord with a family, generally

three in number—never more than five ; and not until the end of

three years does she repeat the process, owing to the cubs remain-

ing with the mother until they are ne irly full grown. As a curi-

ous f;ict, I may state that there are more females than male cubs

found by hunters, and the natives say it is because father tiger

roams round killing all the male innocents while they are young,

just as though he had had an order handed down from Herod the

Tctrarch.

Mother tiger takes entire charge of her young until they are two
years old, keeping all that time as cross as a man in house-clean-

ing week, and terribly savage, defending her children with the

most desperate courage ; if robbed of them she is indeed fearful in

her fury ! Woe then to anything which comes in her way, or

crosses her path. Butwliocan tell of all the inconsistencies of the

female sex ? Even ihe tigress, with all heraft'ection for her children,

has been known to desert them, and if hard pressed by the pangs

of hunger she will eat them body and bones !

When the young tigers leave the mother's apron-string, and
start out to do business on their own account, they are far more
destructive than their grown up parents or relatives ; killing with-

out judgment, merely for the pleasure of destroying life seemingly,

perhajis for practice, they will kill three or four cows at a time,

while the adult tiger will kill but one, leaving nn interval of three

or four d.ays between that and the next killing time.

The prey of the tiger is multifarious, but cattle, deer and wild

hogs form its principal food ; when hard pressed by hunger he

will stoop to carrion, but never will he taste such ignoble food if

fresh meat can possibly be had. The habit of the brute is, when
he has killed s.ay an unfortunate bullock,—which is always done

in the night—to lie by, feasting on it until the morning, sleep all

through the followingday, and then quit the place when the shades

of night begin to fall upon him. The tiger is a good traveler,

rarely doing less than his fifteen miles of walk in a night, some-

times double that distance, when he finds good rea.son for it. To
show the power of endurance the animal possesses, I may mention

the case of one that was shot at and had his forearm broken in the

afternoon, yet he traveled thirteen miles to be again shot at and

killed, that same evening.

"Docs the tiger really love human flesh ? " "No, Halchen Mio;

not naturally, that is." It is one of the most curious, and at the

same time well attested peculiarities of the tiger that he does not

naturally possess, but that he easily acquires the love for human
flesh—just as man does for that filthy stuff called tobacco. At first

the tiger seems to bow to that instinctive dread of man which is

naturiil to all animals, but when it has once tasted human llc^h,

the spell of man's supremacy seems to be broken, and ever after

that, to man fatal taste, he prefers it is said the taste of human



June 5, 1876.] THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. 255

flesh to nny other " tap." Confirmed man-cators, however, arc

fjencrally old tigers whose failinc; leeih prevent tlieni from attark-

iiif; touulier game than a defenceless villager or an incautious In-

dian post-man, though if they could get hold of one of our genu-

ine politicians they would find him tough enough.

" You would like to have one for a pet I"

No, my dear Pacific. As a pet, a tiger would not prove a suc-

cess. You would not like him in that character, for there is noth-

ing whatever of your name or nature about him, nor is there any lun

in him after he is three months old. What little comedy there

might have been in his nature, he loses about that time, cliang-

ing into a full-blooded, embryo tragedian, with murder in all his

thoughts, and ready to wade in blood deep enough to ]diase Hicli-

ard III, Lady Macl)eth, or the King of Dahomy. From tliis time

out to the end of his days, be they long or short, there is nothing

lovable about the tiger, save his silky hide, iiowerful frame, and

graceful agility, and if you must have a brute to love, my dear Pa-

cific, sooner than jou should take such an unmitigated one, why

as Cardinal Kichlieu said to Louis XIII, " Your Majesty, love me I

"

Excli/\rJqEs.

ID^*Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or fort^-ei^ht words de-

pcribinif audolTering for ExcliauiiC only, will bu iilluwed at 25 cunts

for each and every iiisertiou. For every line extra 1(1 cents will be chnrged.

ffi3^"T0 EXCHANGtS FUR CASU" OF "gRKENBACKS," *' WANTED A PURCIIASKR,"

or '"WANTED AN oFFBR," etc., ctc, cauuot Under auy circunistiinces be uUuiitted

to the Exdmn^^, or Want column.
a^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless acconipanifd with 25 cents.

,1. RAND(>rPH ITIORi>l<:CAI, 45 S. Gay St,. Haltimore, Md.,
ill cxchan^'.* I^v.. .hui.-.e II. It. Red Game Uantfim cocks, for hens or pulWt.nof

ime kind, or ildii^liui-^. Stock offered is first-clasH, and only shuic is de.-^irfd

JAS. H. PBflliI.IPS,Coventrv,N.Y., will exchange one yard each of
Uulf tS: l*artrid-e CoLhius, {one cock and five hens each,) 1 year old. i-unie of

them premium birds : Willium's, Bradley, Van Wink'e, and I'itmau strains,

for good track, skeleton, or light road wagon, or Parker Bros, breech loading
shot gun.

GEO. SHIRAS & BSRO., 18 Stnckton Ave., Allegheny, Pa., will

sxchange their entire lot of Swallows, that were imported from Germany in

75 ; four Black, two Blue birless, one Blue, one lUid, wnd one Yellow Swallow
ncka, two Black, one Blue, two Ked. and one Yehow Swallow hens ; also seven
poung Swallows, for trout (lies, reels and 18 ounce rod, or oJers.

HERBERT fl.ODER, Box 638, Stamford, Conn., would like to

exch;inge a few good White Leghorn hens, for Plymouth Uoek hens ot Kame
quiility^

JOS. H. KRAFK, New Albany, Ind., will exchange one trio of
Partridge Cochins, one trio French lloudans, one trio Golden Spangled 11am
burgs, one trio B. B. R. Game Bantams, or Bark Brahma cockerel.^, for Web
ster's Unabridged Dictionary, W. L. Wright's Illustrated Work on Poultry
or cash. Satisfaction guaranteed in all the above birdw. Speak quick.

_W. H. CUNNIIVOHAM, Chenango Bridge, Broome Co, N. Y.,
will exchange egfjs from first-class White Leghorns, for eggs from Rose-comb
American Dominiques, or Duck's eggs, or i'ancy Pigeons. Eggs will be fresh
tlie day before shipping.

"FANCIER," Box 123, Metuchen, Middlesex Co., N. J., will

change a Wire Bird Trtip, a large Mocking Bird Cage, two Manx Kittens, and
a hand Scroll Saw, for offers. All letters promptly

T. D. ADAMS) Franklin, Pa., will exchange egg.-^ from his choit

Goldeu S. Ilamburgs, {Ongley's strain), and 1 trio of Black Spanish, 1875
chicks, for eggs or fowls of Golden S. Bantams, or a Cocker Spaniel Bitch.

E. S. ELIiWANGER, Rochester, N. y.,win exchmge 1 pair first

prirniium S. S. Pohinds, and one Frizzle pullet, for Dogs, Pigeons, or Birds.

Mak.' ni.- an ..IT.r^ ___^_
E. BASSET'r, Berlin, Wis., Bex 441, will exchange a Pquirrel Cage,

iii.aily iHw,] niiide of tin and tinned wire, wirh galvanized iron trays in

hott'iii, two wheels infide, and in every way desirable, pi/.e 40x20 inches and
3" inches high, for Machini^ts' tools, Tnp« and Bit's, or Files— tools to be new.
Cage to be boxed in gocd shape, and delivered here, value S18.00. Send de-

scription and price of tools.

E. G. FL ANDERS A: CO., Manchester. N. Y., have to exchange
1 piiir nf Blue Bald-lH-a<l TumMf^r.-^. and the following odd cocks; 1 White
Crested Kiint:nl, 2 IIiL^htlytTs. 1 Red Tumbler,! Black Bald-head, also one
Sprin gficia R i Hr, for Brown Lcplinrns, or oflerg. Mu.'t be A No. 1.

J, F. FERRIS, Hartford, Conn., would lihe to exchange a copy of
Dojle'i* Illustrated Poultry Book, (380 pagfS, 40 illustrations, and colored

plates,) for a good pair of Partridge Cochins, not over two years old. >Vant
Kood birds !

JOHIV K.N«»X, No. 9, Pleasant St., Hartford, Conn , would like to ex-

chamre choice White Leghorn Eggs, for Eggs of some well-known reliable

strain of Brown Leghorns.

H. J. HAIjIj, Hartford, Conn., has a good Colfa Revolver, silver

plated, seven barrels, navy size ; will exchange for a good double-barrel gun-
breech-loader preferred, or offers.

J. F, FERRIS, Hartford, Conn., would like to exchange a policy of
Life Insurance in oue of the bc?t companies in the country, for a good horse
and buggy. \\'rite for particulars.

JI\<>. F. HOB SEK, Tanmqua, Pa., will exchange 1 pair solid Black
English Fans, 2 Pouter corks, 2 Blue Fan cocks, 2 KHbbifs hutches, 1 Fancy
Squirrel houfe, with large wheel attached ; 1 good violin ; 1 single Shot Gun,
muzzle loader ; 1 sinplt- Rille, muzzle-loader ; 1 French Pool Wheel. 2 Parrot
Cages, 1 '* Familv Priotcr," 3 fonts of Type, 7 hens and 1 cock, Light Brah-
nia8,for Black Red Games, B. R. G. Bantams, cash, or offers.

T. J. Mi'DANIEl-.IInllis Centre, Jlc.ha.s oue l.owe I
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"\V. J. STANTON, 12 Cortland St., N. T., wants Magpies, (capped,)

of all colors, and good birds only.

H. J. HAL,!. <fc CO., IIox 491), Hartford, Conn., wants some good
Berviceable W^ater Fountains for Poultry, different sizes, in exchange for eggs
from a mainificent pen of prize- winning Dark Brahmjia.

FANCIER, lloom'i
pitting of Duckwing Game
horna, Cochins or Brahma

,
P. O. Building, Harfford, Conn., would like a nice

Bantam eggs, in exchange for other eggs of Leg-

/ DVERTISEMENTSV )JA\

From reliable parties, ou any subject interesting to Fanciers, will be inserted
at 20 cents per line of abou^ twelve words, each insertion in the wide column,
ilach number or initial will couuf. as one word.
Transient advertisements, cash in advance ; sis to twelve months, quarterly

in advance, or on presentation of the bill.

J. H. SCHOOK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segarji, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' Juurual promptly by mail or at the store.

rEDIGREE A NO. 1.
I have shown L. and D. Bmbmjis, ami Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won llj first, "1" second, and two special premiums; stoclt from
Fdcli, Williams, Hcrsteins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, $3.00 per 13.

H. PARHAM, Lima, 0.

the; JOUiJNAL can he had at any news stand. Or at Schocli'!

Cigar and Stationery Store, Tenth and Callowhill Streets, Philadelphia.
Price, 10 cents single copy.

IF YOU ^VISH TO EXCHANGE

From a sphDiing-whecl to a farm out West^ patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN
OF TBE

FANCIERS' JOURNAL!!
' Exchange '^

i
' Want " of not

S" o TJ
, do not "

TR, Y IT OTSrCE!!!

BLACK ROSE-COMB BANTAMS,
MY SPE€I.VI,TY.

m

m Pm

During the show season of 1876 my stock won ten first premiums. Having
eihibitfd them myself at four exhilitiona, winning six first premiums on old
and young, some figuring as high as 97 points, this fact alone should be a
sufficient guarantee of the purity of stock and perfections of markings. No
birds to dispose of at present. ' C. B. ELBEN, Pittsburg, Pa.

-DOYLE'S POULTUY BOOK.-
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED WITH 20 EINE CHROMOS, AND

NUMEROUS WOOD COTS.

Thick royal octavo, cloth elegant, with ornate black and gold side and back

PRICE, $4.00.

Sent, post-paid, on receipt of price. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

J. F» FKRRIS^
[Formerly of Stamford, Conn.]

REMOVED
TO

HARTFORD.

THOEOUGHBRED POULTRY AND EGGS!

LOW PRICES TO MEET THE TIMES!

MY SFEOIALTIES:
WHITE LESHOENS

!

PAETRIDSE COCHINS!

DAEK BEAHMASl

EGGS, 1,50 PER DOZEN!!
One dozen given as a premium with every order for four dozen. Safe trausfl

portation guaranteed ! Eggs warranted fresh-laid, and packed carefully in"

NEW BASKETS I

Prices of fowls and chicks on application!
Some good hens at ®3.00 each !

Correspondence a pleasure I

^^ H. I ^r 3ES ! !

J. F. FERRIS, Hartford, Conn^

FANCIKRS' JOURNAL

JOB PRINTING OFFICE,

WE ARE NOW PREPARED

TO

EXECUTE WITH NEATNESS AND

DISPATCH, ALL KINDS OF

FANCY AND PLAIN .70B PRINTING,

SUCH AS

POSTERS, CIRCULARS, PRICE LISTS, EN-

VELOPES, BILL-HEADS, &o., &c.

CUTS OF ANY KIND ENGRAVED TO

ORDER,

IN THE BEST STYLE OF THE ART.

|||^"PRICES REASONABLE.^
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THE POTENT LITTLE PEN.
Let warrior praise- the sword and gun,

Tiie powder and tlie linll

;

But tlier'3 is a lirile instrument
More potent than them all.

When by the skillful wielded,

It cuts both far and near.

And is dreadi'd worse by tyrants,

Than the salire or tlie spciir.

The bravest heart has trembled
At the power it has displayed

;

For it has achieved more victories

Tli.'in the soldier's trusty blade.

It has ovei'awed the monai'ch,

And has shook ihe papal chair

With a ff)?ce more sharp and powerful,
Than the sabre or the spear.

Though rulers try to curb it,

Their efforts aie in vain
;

For it ever was too powerful
For an army to restrain;

And to touch it, there is danger,
As it often wounds severe,

And leaves a scar more hosting

Than the sabre or the spe:ir.

But like the faithful sower,

It has scattered seeds around;
And wherever they have fallen.

They have fertilized the ground;
It has aided human progress,

Like the peaceful old ijlnugli-sh.are;

And has done more good for nature.
Than the sabre or the spear.

It has been the faithful servant,

Of the beggar and the sage

;

It has given us the record,

Of mankind from age to age.
It has preserved art and science,

And has taught good will to men,
May peace ever be the mission.
Of the potent little pen.

Peter Peppercokn.

From Forest and Stream.

THE BRIGHTON AQUARIUM.
Continued.

Just now the eggs of the octopus, or devil fish, may be seen in

the various stages of incubation. And I may say here that the
octopus is now one of the leading attractions, or " star perform-
ers" of the aquarium. The specimens here were taken off the
coast of Jersey, and, therefore, may be supposed to be the little

brothers of that giant devil fish which figures so largely in Victor
Hugo's " Toilers of the Sea." In fact, "Victor Hugo made the
fortune of the octopus. But for him this marine curiosity might
have dwelt in obscurity until now. The keeper kindly fed some
of them for my benefit. Small crabs were dropped into the tank,
and the little victims c.ime tripping down through the water in

their sidelong fashion, dancing to their horrid doom. As soon as
the devil fish espied the crab he unfolded and stretched out his

horrible arms, drew it under his body, and sucked out its life. It

was a sickening sight. The specimens here are not very large,

their bodies being about the size of a man's fist, and their arms
would stretch perhaps two feet across. One of these devil fish,

placed in one of the octagonal vases for better inspection, some-

times escapes at night through the meshes of the wire netting

over the top, a space only two inches wide. This would seem to

be impossible, but the fact that these fish have only one bone in

their bodies—it is in the head—and that one about the size of a
nickel, explains how it may happen. The night watchman in

his midnight rounds stumbles over something on the floor, stoops

and picks up—a devil fish! The sea water is pumped by a
steam engine directly from the sea into reservoirs constructed

under the floor of the building, and thence conveyed to the tanks

through pottery pipes by the same means. These reservoirs are

capable of holding 500,000 gallons of water, which quantity can

be pumped from the sea in about ten hours. The water in the

tanks is constaull}' aerated and kept in motion by a stream of

comijressed air, supplied to the bottom of tanks through glass or

rubber tubes. The circulation thus aflTorded is found to be pre-

ferable to the more costly system of pumping adopted by other

aquaria, as it allows each tank to be heated independently of its

neighbors. The whole of the tanks, forty-one in number, are

numbered consecutively, iind at the side is given the popular

names of the fish, plants and zoophytes which each contains.

I cannot attempt to enumerate here all the various fish and
marine plants that this great aquarium contains. Some large

tanks are given up to the zoophytes, anemones, jelly fish, corals,

sponges, and the like, of which there are most beautiful speci-

mens. I saw a lovely tree coral from the Red Sea, and some of

the beds of anemones look like a rich pasture of flowers.

And here were coral-bowers,

And grots of madrepores,
And banks of sponge, as soft and fair to eye

As e'er was mossy bed
Whereon the wood-nymphs lie

With languid limbs in summer's sultry hours.
Here too were living flowers.

Which, like a bud compacted,
Their purple cups contracted.

And now, in open blossom spread.

Stretched, like green anthers, many a seeking head.
And arborets of jointed stone were there.

And plants of fibres fine as silkworm's thread

;

Yea, beautiful as mermaid's golden hair

Upon the waves dispreaij.

Others that, like the broad banana growing,
Raised their long wrinkled leaves of purple hue,

Like streamers wide outflowing.

—

Keliama, xvi., 5.

The most attractive and popular feature to the aquarium just

now is the sea lions from California. They are two young ones,

and were received about a month ago, two others having died on

the journey. They are about half-grown animals, and now seem

to be very healthy. Excursion trains run down from London,

bringing large crowds to see them. They are quite docile, even

affectionate, towards their keeper when he enters their cage, ut-
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tcring a sort of dog's bark of delight whenever he approaches

them. They are fed upon herring several times each day. The

department of crustaca;, lobsters, prawn, shrimp, barnacles is

very well represented, and the gentle ascidian, which, according

to the evolutionists, was our early ancestor, is here to be seen

struggling up—or down—into a member of Congress. The

]iresi'nt curator of the aquarium, Mr. John Parnaby, formerly of

tlio Trentdale fisheries in Cumberland County, is quite well

known among our own fish culturists, having visited our country

several years ago. I avail mvself of this occasion to acknowl-

edge his courtesy to me on my visit to the aquarium. He accom-

panied me throughout, showing me all its varied mechanism, and

allowed some of the fish to be fed for my amusement. Mr. Par-

naby is one of the best practical fish culturists in England. One
of the most important facts connected with this enterprise is, that,

as an investment of capital, it has proved a " good thing." Mark
this, ye men of Wall street, it pays splendidly. The Brighton

Aquarium was chartered by a special act of Parliament in 1868,

and, therefore, does not require the inevitable word "limited" to

be tacked to its title—with a capital of half a million dollars.

It has paid ten per cent, to its stockholders, and the stock now

stands at fifty per cent. ]ireniiiim in the market. The success of

this one—the first in this country—has been so great that others

are springing up, notably the Westminster Aquarium in London,

near the Abbey of that name, which is to be on a very magnifi-

cent scale.

When it can be demonstrated that Aquariums pay so hand-

somely as a financial scheme it is probable we shall soon see one

in Central Park or Boston Common. The Brighton Company
is enlarging and improving its property in many ways. The

roof of the aquarium has hitherto been laid out into a beautiful

garden, replete with fiowers and plants of every description, ad-

mitted to be the most delightful marine promenade on this coast,

it being in full view of the sea; it is now undergoing a change.

A large portion is to be converted into a skating rink, not of

real ice, but of asphalt, to be used with the parlor skates, a kind

of amusement that is very fashionable in England just now. A
large cafe is to be fitted up on a portion of the roof for summer

use. These extensive improvements involve a large outlay, and

new stock has been issued to raise the money. This has been

taken by the old stockholders, so that there is no question that

such shows pay well in this country. The admission fee is one

shilling. Shall we not soon see an aquarium like this in America'!

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

GLEANINGS FROM A COUNTRY LIBRARY.
THE BOMBARDIER BEETLE.

The bombardier beetle {Carabus Crepitans) when touched

produces a noise resembling the discharge of a musket in minia-

ture, during which a blue smoke may be seen to proceed from its

extremity. Rolander says that it can give twenty discharges

successively.

A bladder placed near its posterior extremity, is the arsenal that

contains its store. This is its chief defence against its enemies

;

and the vapor or liquid that proceeds from it is of so pungent a

nature, that if it happens to be thrown into the eyes, it makes

them smart as though brandy had been thrown into them. The
principal enemy of the bombardier is another insect of the same
tribe, but three or four times its size. When pursued and fatigued

it has recourse to this stratagem ; it lies down in the path of its

enemy, who advances with open mouth to seize it ; but on the

discharge of the artillery suddenly draws back, and remains for

.awhile confused, during which the bombardier conceals itself in

some neighboring crevice, but if not lucky enough to find one,

the other returns to the attack, takes the insect by the head, and

bears it off.

PKECIOnS STONES.

Incomparably the largest authentic specimen of the diamond

ever yet discovered was that known by the name of " The Mogul."

It was found in the mine called by the Persians, Coulour, seven

days journey from Goleonda, toward the year IG.'JO. Weight, un-

cut, 787-1 carats. The largest known emerald is the Devon.shire,

two inches in diameter, and of the finest color : not cut. It came

from the Mujo mine, Santa Fe de Bogota.

The largest sappliire has got it's name, " The wooden-spoon-sell-

er's" from the occupation of the man who found it in Bengal.

Lozenge-shaped, with six faces, 132-Jj carats. The largest pearl

in the world is beyond all rivalry, the " Hope," weighing 3 ounces,

and 2 inches deep, by 2i in circumference at the larger end. It is

pear-shaped, and of opalized hue.

The largest ruby ever seen in Europe, is that presented by Gus-

tavus III, of Sweden, to the Czarina, during his visit to her 1777.

It is equal in size to a small hen's egg, and is of fine color.

THE GEEAT MOTHER.*

Giircilasso de la Vega relates that the chief deity worshiped in

the city of Manta, Peru, was an emerald nearly as large .as an

ostrich-egg. The priests zealously inculcated upon her worship-

ers the belief that the most acceptable oflcring to this goddess,

Esmeralda, were her own children in iheshapeof minor emeralds :

whereof they themselves took good care. Upon Ihc conquest

these children fell a prize to Alvarado and to Vega, the historian's

patron ; who in this case also, like the followers of Cortez with

their Mexican spoils, destroyed many splendid emeralds by sub-

jecting them to the test of the hammer, as Garcilasso records.

But the great Mother disappeared for ever; neither could any of

her devotees be brought, either by threats or promises to disclose

her hiding place.

The Bo tree {Fifus reUffiosa) is held sacred by the Buddhists,

.and pLanled close by every temple, attracting almost as much
veneration as the statue of Buddha itself. The Bo tree of ihc

sacred city Anar.ajapoora, is in all prob.ability the oldest tree in

the world, of which the age can be ascertained by historical evi-

dence. It was planted in 288 B. C, and is therefore 2164 years

old. Sir James Emmerson Tennent, in his work on Ceylon, gives

reasons for believing that the tree is really of this wonderful age,

and refers to historical documents in which it is mentioned at dif-

ferent dates as 182 A. D., 223 A. D., and soon to the present day.

This tree is invested in the estimation of the Buddhists, with won-

derful sanctity. To it, says Sir James, kings have even dedicated

their dominions in testimony of their belief that it is a branch of

the identical fig-tree under which Gotama Buddha rrelined when

he underwent his apotheosis. Its leaves are carried away as treas-

ures by pilgrims ; but it is too sacred to be touched with a knife,

and therefore they are only gathered when they fall.

THE king's cock CKOWER.

A singular custom, of matchless absurdity, formerly existed in

the English Court. During Lent, an ancient officer of the crown,

styled the King's Cock Grower, crowed the hour each night within

the precincts of the Palace. On the Ash Wednesday, after the

accession of the house of Hanover, as the Prince of Wales sat

down to supper, this officer abruptly entered the apartment, and

in a sound resembling the shrill pipe of a cock, crowed past ten

o'clock ! The astonished Prince, at first conceiving it to be a pre-

meditated insult, rose to resent the affront, but upon the nature

of the ceremony being explained to him, he w.as satisfied. Jle

was afterward George II. Since that period, this silly custom

has been discontinued.

J. M. McCasn.

*Thi8 is the only instanpe I haveeyer read of in tbcmytliology of any nation
where a precious stone was -woi-shiped us a deity.
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PodLjF^Y D^rAf^TFENT-

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

WEEKLY vs. MONTHLY.
A poultry paper is in every sense of tlio word, a newspnper,

conveying information pertaining to poultry and pet stock espe-

cially, together with general literature be.arin;; Hjion that .subject

Consequently in this advanced age of steam, telegraph, and print-

ing presses, we cannot fail to look upon the Fanciers' Jodknal

as being in the front ranks of this class of journalism. Brought

to U3 as it is,—four numbers for a monthly's one, at about twice

the price per year,—ought to endear it to every fancier, of shrewd

business talents, throughout the length and breadth of this con-

tinent as well as in foreign countries.

]{eport8 of exhibitions, conventions, societies, and matters con

cerning pet stock occurring almost daily, are of paramount im-

jiortance to ])0ultry-meii every where, just a.s social and political

news is lo readers of daily newspapers.

How many hundreds of instances are there every winter, that

owners send their pets to exhibitions, from twenty to five hundred

miles distant, and in man}' cases, no friend or acquaintance to

convey the news of the prize-winning bird. Some poultry socie-

ties certainly do publish a report inside of two or three months,

which they send to each exhibitor at their leisure, (the Consoli-

dated Exhibition at Springfield being an exception, where prizes

were disbursed inside of a week). Now to fill this vacuum, and

make up for the delinquencies of clubs, a weekly paper is a use-

ful and a heartily welcomed visitor. No one knows the anxiety

of the fancier, and his eagerness to obtain the latest news concern-

ing the judgment of fowls, more than himself, and to a person in

such an impatient state of mind, a week is a month, and a month

is a year, seemingly ; and without a scruple of a doubt, we pre-

dict that e'er long a semi-weekly will be published, at least six

months in the year.

In addition to the usefulness of a weekly, in its being an expe-

ditious servant to carry news, it is doubly useful in another point

of view, and that is, as an advertising medium. We knew of a

person who advertised in several poultry papers for one year, one

was a weekly, two, monthly, and one a tri-monthly ; he sold his

sui-plus stock chiefly by means of the weekly before New Years,

after that replies came in faster from the monthlies, and by the

time enquiries from the trimonthly notices commenced to trundle

in, he was well on his way with another year's stock. This proTes

the weekly to be of inestimable value to men who wish to unload

some of their large stock in the beginning of winter. Even a

weekly agricultural paper, as an advertising medium for fanciers

is not to be despised, and helps sometimes to introduce good

thorough-bred stock among amateurs, and engendering in the

minds of many young farmers a taste for something lovelier than

a nondescript dunghill,—a taste more definite and exalting. We
do not wish to be understoodas casting any reflections, or to write

disparagingly of the merits of a monthly or longer timed periodi-

cals, for generally they are ably edited, with an immense amount

of labor; but the only thing we have to murmur at them is, that

they arc like angels' visits, few and far between. I?nt angels'

visits in the nineteenth century must be frequent to be appreci-

ated.

A periodical of any character whatever, containing important

articles, neces.sarily continued from one issue to another, to scien-

tists, naturalists, and fanciers generally, needs to be issued at least

once a week. It begets in the family a growing interest, which

would be slackened by longer timed intervals. Then may the

shadow of the FANCiiiits' Journal never grow less, but as it has

planted a firm footing in the City of Insurance Comjianies, may
its beacon light loom up more and more, to throw its radiant

beams over the pet stock fraternity, yearly increasing, over this

broad continent. A Readek.

PEKIN DUCKS-THE OTHER SIDE.

This duck question is becoming quite interesting, and I am
highly pleased to see that they receive their share of attention.

I hope their " Quack ! Quack!!" will yet be heard "around tho

world."

Now there is always room for a word to be said on this subject.

Most people will accuse a breeder of having an axe to grind, but,

I will not acknowledge it in my case, nor will I turn the stone

for another to sharpen up. Now all poultry raisers want facts,

and I never will intentionally state anything which cannot be sub-

stantiated, and hope that all others will do the same. I would

not willingly lead a party astray. Still we must always bear in

mind that the experience of one is sometimes no criterion for that

of another.

A great deal has been said pro and con as regards the Pekin,

some claiming superior qualities over all, others denouncing them

as another humbug. Now as far as I am concerned I would not

exchange them for all the other varieties known. It is too easy

to denounce—they have received only three seasons' trial, and I

shall fail to do so with birds that, with me, have fulfilled all that

I can require in a valuable breed.

Tho Pekin has created quite a stir, and the demand has, no

doubt, caused many dishonest dealers to cross them with others,

and impose upon the trade. Others have neglected to give that

care which they—or in fact any variety demands—to receive

favorable results.

I think as many instances of deterioration can be cited with tho

Rouen or Aylesbury as with the Pekin. I know one great ob-

jection raised is that they fall off in weight, but I hardly think it

can be demonstrated that it occurs in more instances than with

the others. Very few Rouens or Aylesburys will turn the scales

at sixteen to twenty pounds per pair, and in the hands of the

c.ireless breeder ten to thirteen is the more usual result. I have

tried the Rouens alongside of the Pekins, and I want no more

Rouens on my place, when I have the other variety. Aside from

weight the symmetry of the bird is a great point, and I know of no

more showy or perfect-formed bird than they.

Another great point in their favor, with me, is their rapid

growth. I can get six pounds at ten to eleven weeks ; the same

result I cannot realize on the Rouens.

I shall be able, at the end of this season, to state to an egg the

exact product of my flock. This is the only way to determine

this matter. "Figures won't lie," and from my experience I

would bet on the Pekin for fecundity over all others. You can

rest assured if there is more profit in any other breed, I shall soon

learn the fact, and be the first to acknowledge it, as this is what I

am working for. I don't raise ducks to look at, or for fancy. I

want profit, and I argue that what is profitable for me is also for

my neighbor, providing proper care is given and circumstances

favorable.

Keep this duck question moving, Messrs. Editors, it won't hurt
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any honest breeder. "We all have our likes and dislikes. We
cannot all be suited in one variety of ducks more than with an-

other of our domestic fowl. Thousands admire the Brahmas

with their ten to fifteen pounds weight, while others see no beauty

in them, and prefer the smaller breeds. There is no accounting

for tastes. Did wo all think alike, poultry-raising would be

robbed of the interest now attached to it, as we should all want

the same strain of stock.

—

Povltry Argus.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

WE CAN'T WELL HAVE EGGS,

And the formation of new feathers in fowls at the same time.

The natural process of " moulting," or the dropping out of the

old and the growth of new plumage, occurs once a year, com-

mencing usually in the months of July and August, or later.

During this period—come when it may in the life of a domes-

tic fowl, the laying of eggs ceases—since nature does not perform

the two offices naturally at one time, of producing egg meat and

fresh feathers.

When our birds are in their moult therefore, they should be

more carefully attended to than at other periods, and fed more

sparingly, but on good nutritious food for the time being.

The process is attended with more or less fever and debility.

Fowls are never well at such times ; that is, they are not in

thrifty condition. And more old fowls, (say of from two to three

years of age,) die off during this change in their existence than

at other periods.

Immediately upon the forming and starting out of the new
" pin-feathers," a fresh supply of eggs begin to come forward.

This formation is slow in its progress, but by the time the new

plumage is fully grown in the following winter, the new litters of

eggs increase, and the hens begin to lay again. If we watch the

conduct of our flocks, we shall soon learn that there is from two

and a half to four months in every year when the birds do not

lay. This is during the moulting or feather-shedding season.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PLUMED PARTRIDGE (OREORTYX PICTUS).

This beautiful bird inhabits the mountain ranges of California

and Oregon, towards the coast, and is better known from its habits,

by the name of mountain quail. The head has a crest of two

straight feathers ; much longer than the bill and head. The an-

terior part of the body is a plumbeous gray ; the upper parts olive

brown with a slight shade of rufus, this extends narrowly along

the nape to the crest. Head beneath, the eyes and throat orange

chestnut, bordered along the orbits, and a short distance behind

by black, bounded on both sides by white, having also a short line

of white behind the eye. Posterior half ofthe body beneath white,

with flanks and tibial feathers orange chestnut brown, the sides of

the body showing black and white bands, the former color tinged

with chestnut ; under tail-coverts black, streaked with orange chest-

nut. Its length is about ten and one half inches ; wings five inches;

fail three and a quarter. An enthusiastic sportsman of Cumber-

land County, seeing some of these handsome birds in a case of

C.alifornia birds, conceived the idea that from their habits they

would live, and propagate in the mountains of Cumberland valley.

A friend going West, was instructed to send on a few pair if they

could be had, and everything looked prosperous for a realization

of his plans. In the Spring of sixty-seven, the birds arrived, five

pair in all, and were immediately liberated on his land, lying at

the foot of the south spur of the Blue Kidgc mountains. In the

fall but two small coveys of them could be found, one containing five

birds, the other seven. As far as game was concerned they proved

a failure, refusing to lie to the dogs, invariably running swiftly along

before them until roaded too close, when weakly taking wing,

would alight immediately on the first bn.sh. tree, or wall, in fact

anything that ofli'ered a safe perch from the dogs. Unmindful of

the approaching sportsman ihey would sit quietly, no doubt im-

agining themselves out of all harm. Disgusted with theirwantof

gameness they were not disturbed again that season. Whether
they would have proved any benefit to the farmer in their insect

eating capacity was never ascertained, for by the following fall all

had disappeared, no doubt from their tameness a prey to hawks,

foxes, and other vermin which infest this region, or else victims to

the severity of the winter. 0. D. F.

COUNTRY RAMBLES IN NEW ENGLAND !

BT OCn " STAFF CORRESPONDENT."

A short ride of fourteen miles through one of the most pleasant

of Connecticut valleys, over the Hartford, Providence & Fisbkill

Railroad, brings us to the beautiful little village of Bristol. The
first party for whom we make inquiry is the genial Secretary of

the Central Connecticut Poultry Association, Mr. James Shepard,

and are directed to a pleasant office, where we find hira hard at

work, his business (Solicitor of Patents) fully occupying his time,

not so much so, however, as to entirely prevent his taking a great

interest in his feathered pets, and this interest has placed him in

the front rank of home Fanciers.

After the usual greetings, we accepted his kind invitation home,

and at once paid a visit to his Poultry yards. We found him

breeding his well-known favorites. Silver Spangled Hamburgs,

and Golden Sebright Bantams, and the records of every show for

years past bear witness to his many successes. A handsome

brood of 17 little Bantams on his lawn could not possibly be passed

unnoticed. In his Pigeon lofts we saw many fine specimens of

Pouters, Fantails, Tumblers, &c., and his beautiful clutch of

Lop-eared Rabbits excited our admiration to the extreme. A
pair of Flying Squirrels were quite a curiosity, and a visit to the

Manx Kittens on the stoop completed our tour of inspection.

We also note a fine coop of White Leghorns in the yard of Mr.

Strong, adjoining, and the treatment they were receiving from

their owner, clearly proved that he thought they merited a great

deal of attention. He was giving them their "morning lunch,"

of finely chopped clover, and short grass, and we wished at the

time, would that all fanciers were as thoughtful of the wants of

their feathered friends.

After a short conversation on the "signs of the times," and a

comparison of notes in the fancy, I bade him good-morning, and

strolled through the village to the residence of Messrs. Mitchell &
Dunbar. Their poultry house is a very fine one—built for com-

fort and convenience, as well as beauty and utility. We at once

directed our attention to the fine yards of White Cochins owned

by Mr. George W. Mitchell—and though we had seen many of

his birds at the large shows of the past season, it was the first

opportunity we had of seeing them in their own j-ards, with their

" every-day-clothes " on—and were pleased to note that the win-

ner of First Premium, at Springfield, looked equally well as he

called his mates to "take a worm, my dear," or as he quietly

escorted a madam to her nest to lay her tribute of gratitude for

the kind care they are continually receiving. The handsome

brood of young birds led us to think that breeders of White

Cochins will have to "get up and dust," or Friend Mitchell will

carry away the prizes and blue ribbons at our coming shows next

season. Mr. Dunbar is known as a winner of premiums on

Partridge Cochins, but is not breeding as extensively this season.

We think we know a "good chicken" when we see one, and we

can say with a truth that our Bristol friends know how to breed

them, and upon this our first visit, demonstrated that they were

pleased to illustrate the good old ways of Connecticut hospi-

tality.
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Bristol is one of the poultry-centres of Connecticut, and

many prominent breeders reside hnre Their shows of the past

two seasons have been eminently successful, and all classes well

rcpresentt;d-

In Urown LcKhnrns, at their last show, there were upwards of

forty coojib on exhil)ition, nearly all bred in that town-and yet

there is not an advertiser of Brown Leghorns there—which

proves that the larger part of the fine stock is bred for pleasure

rather than profit.

At a future visit we shall take pleasure in calling upon other

prominent breeders, and will try and learn something from them

that will interest the readers of the Fanciers Jooknai,.

IIartfokd, June 5, 1876.

WARREN CONTROVERSY.
Indianapolis, May I8th, 1876

Jos. M. Wade, Esq.:

Dear Sir :—Some time last fall I wrote to A. D. Warren of

Worcester, enclosing bank draft for $25.00, and stated that I

had some Black Red Games, of my own raising— that they were

young, and small—that I was very anxious to take first premium

at our coming State Fair ; that competition would be close, and

that unless he could send me a trio which he was well satisfied

would take first premium, I wanted ray money back. He sent me

ntrio of good birds, although a pullet of my raising was awarded

first, over his, by a judge appointed by the "American Poultry

Association."

They all had colds, from which the cockerel died some time

in Jau'y- The pullets never recovered entirely, but still live, and

arc in good condition. On the 7th of Feb'y I wrote Mr. Warren,

advising him of death of the cockerel, and asked him at what

price he would furnish me another as good as the first one, and bet-

ter if he had it. His reply was :

Worcester, Feb. 9, 1876.

Dear Sir:—Yours of 7, at hand. In reply, can only send yon

a late hatched chicken which will be A. No. 1. price, $12.00.

Y. truly,

A. D. Warren.
What was the matter with yours ?

I answered, stating that he died from the effects of the cold

he had when received, and intimated that as he died before the

breeding season had fairly conmenced, I would like to buy another

at less price.

I also asked him if the cockerel would be old enough to breed

from, as that would make a diflFerence in his desirability. His

reply was

:

Worcester, Mass., Feb. 18, 1876.

Mt Dear Sir :

—

The cockerel I should send you would be all right for breeding.

I am so short I cannot possibly spare any, less than $12.00 each.

Very tnily yours,

A. D. Warren.

On the 22d of Feb'y I sent him my check on bank here for

$12.00, and Mar. 11th (nearly three weeks after) some time after

my check had been paid, I received from him a cockerel with a

wry tail, without either sickle feather, or sign of tail coverts, and

whose secondaries were black with faint bay streaks on outside

web, when they should be solid bay in that locality ; who was so

weak in his legs he could hardly stand up, and who had a thick

matter discharge from his nose, which Messrs. Fry & Christian pro-

nounced roup ; to all of which I called the attention of W. H.

Fry, Esq. (whose affidavit is annexed hereto) who advised me to

return him immediately, and also to give him some roup pills, for

fear he would die on the way back. Mar. 13th I returned him ad-

vising Mr. Warren of the fact, and enumerating the cockerel's de-

fects. I waited two weeks without reply, and wrote him again

Mar. 27th, waited another week without reply, and drew on him

through hank at sight, for $12.00. After waiting two weeks more

the draft was returni-d unimid, without a word from Mr. Warren

during the whole time. I then wrote him a sharp letter, stating

that nnlcss he righted tlie matter at oner, I would publish him,

which produced the following reply.

Worcester, Apr. 21st, 1876.

F. M. Herron, Esq., Indianapolis, Ind.:

Dear Si k:—Yours of the 10th inst. received, and carefully

noted. I feel like expressing myself as you do in your beginning.

I consider I am the one who has been aggrieved. You say my
"failing to reply to any of my letters, etc , don't help your side

much." I will simply say every letter of yours has been answered

when I thought a reply necessary. I sent you one of my finest

Beldon stags forS12.00. You returned the same with complaints

entirely false. I paid the express charges and the bird is here

as I wrote you, subject to your order, for I pronounce him a

first class bird. The bird is still in my possession ready to go to

Chicago or Buffalo for examination. Now my dear fellow, do

you think for SI 2.00 I would undertake to rob you ? Do you fur

ther think the style letter just received would have any impression

on me? If so you do not know your man. I do not desire to make

words with you but when you address me in a proper manner I

will be happy to respond. Respectfully yours,

A. D. Warren.

I replied, and among other things stated that although I had

made other arrangements, and did not now need a bird, still if he

would send me express paid, a bird that judges here, or W. H.

Todd of Vermillion, O., would pronounce first-class, I would be

satisfied ; otherwise I wanted my money back. I further stated

that in the event of his failing to do either, I would carry my com-

plaint before the American Poultry Association, besides publish-

ing him. I received the following reply

:

Worcester, May 1st, 1876.

Dear Sir :

—

Yours of 28th inst. received. My reply is the same as contain,

ed in my letter to you April 21st, with the addition that I shall

not do what you demand of me. You have got so clear a case

that you have been swindled by me, that I would not under any

circumstances do as you suggest. Your money I do not wish.

The $4.20 paid for express [this was for one way only, F. M. N.]

will leave you $7.80, provided I choose to retain the bird, which I do

or you may have another bird by remitting the $4.20, or you may

do as you suggest, which probably, under the circumstances will he

the best, as yon have the idea that you have been swindled.

Yours, A. D. Warren.

He still has both the bird and my $12.00. I would be out $4.20

besides, but that I arranged to have it shipped to me without

charge. Very truly yours,

F. M. Herron.

Indianapolis, Marion Co., Ind., )

May 20th, 1876. J

Frederic M. Herron being dniy sworn, says : That the foregoing

statement is true in every particular, both as to occurrences and

description of bird.

Frederic M. Herron.

Subscribed and sworn to before )

me, this 20th day of May, 1876. )

Wm. B. Burford, Notary Public.

Indianapolis, Marion Co., Ind., )

May 20th, 1876. )

Wilmer F. Christian being duly sworn, says: That about 11th-

day of March, 1876, he saw a game cockerel received by F. M.

Herron, from A. D. Warren of Worcester ; that the description

of the bird in the foregoing statement of said Herron is true in

every particular ; that he, said Christian, considered said bird of
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no value, and fit for nothing besides eating, and hardly for that,

.ns he, the cockerel, had the roup badly.

WiLMEB F. Christian,

Treasurer Indiana State Poultry Association.

Subscribed and sworn to before I

me, this aoth day af May, 1876.
)

Wu. B. BuKFOED, Notary Public.

Indianapolis, Marion Co., Ind., 1

May 20th, 1876.
)

William II. Fry being duly sworn, says : That about the 1 1 th day

of March, 187fi, he saw the cockerel mentioned in the foregoing

statement of F. M. Herron ; that said bird had a wry tail, with-

out sickle feathers or sign of tail-coverts ; that he was weakly,

hardly able to stand up ; that he had the roup badly ; that he

advised said Ilen-on to return him immediately, and also to give

him some roup pills, for fear he might die on the way ; that he

considered him not even a third rate bird, and unfit to breed

from, and that he would not give fifty cents for him.

Wm. H. Fky,

Secretary Indiana State Poultry Association.

Subscribed and sworn to before I

me, this 20th day of May, 1878. (

Wm. B. Bchfokd, Notary Public

(Tor Fanciers' Journal.)

THE POULTRY QUESTION.

At the April meeting of the Solebury (Bucks Co.) Farmers'

Club, Dr. A. M. Dickie, having been invited to address the Club

on the poultry question, said he was glad that poultry raising was

considered of sufficient interest to engage the attention of the Club
;

that it is to-day an interest in Bucks county exceeding in impor-

tance any other, with the single exception of the dairy; and that

poultry-fanciers are regarded now in a very different light from

that of a few years ago. lie estimated the annual poultry product

in Bucks county at $2,000,000. lie considered it as profitaljle as

any other branch of farming, the profits varying from one to four

dollars per fowl annually. The speaker asked what branch of the

question the Club would like to have discussed. H. Wilnman de-

sired to know more about the gapes. The Doctor considers this

a very important subject. More cliicks arc lost from gapes than

from all other causes. He mentioned several cures, but thought

removing the insects from the throat of the chicken with a timothy

head (with the seeds rubbed off) the most effectual. Prevention,

however, is better than cure. If cliickens are kept away from the

usual place of running, on fresh ploughed ground, they will not

have the gapes. If kept in a building, saturate sponges with a

solution of carbolic acid and six ounces of glycerine, and place in

the pen or coops. A small amount of gum camphor and tincture

of Cayenne pepper in the drinking water or feed was recommended.

Winter chickens seldom have tlie gapes. For raising early chick-

ens a dry place is necessary. He recommends a building facing

the south, with a sash front. It must not be too cold, and plenty

of sunshine is essential. The bottom should be covered with sand

or gravel, three inches deep. This sliould be renewed every year,

and well raked over every week. Winter chickens, he thought,

with ordinary care are the most easily raised, and the most profit-

able. For breeding poultry he considered a closed yard best ; size

to correspond with ilie amount of stock desired to be kept. Half

the yard should be seeded with buckwheat and grass in the fall or

summer. The buckwheat will afford excellent food, and the grass

will be ready for the next season. Fruit trees in the yard will be

of advantage and profitable. The grass should be mowed often.

Variety is essential in food. He would never feed new grnin or

whole grain. Meat, grass, worms, sour milk, with plenty of

ground bone or cracked oy.ster shells are a good diet. For young
chickens he would use a tonic : one tea.spoon of tincture of iron '

and the same of tincture of Cayenne pepper for fifty chickens. This
is mixed thoroughly with food, and given twice a week in dry

weather, and every otiier day in damp. To be successful in rais-

ing chickens, and to avoid disca.se, it is necessary for them to have
variety and regularity in feeding; plenty of good pure water; a

thorough cleanliness in their quarters ; and to avoid overstocking.

The canker or sore mouth may be cureil by scraping off the ex-

cretion until it bleeds ; then wash with vinegar and water, and
sprinkle with burnt alum. The speaker closed his discourse by
reading a scientific treatise on the chicken cholera.

RAISING EARLY CHICKENS.
Some skill and ex])erience is n quired to make this business

successful. Warm, dry coops must be furnished, and these should

be set in sunny, sheltered places. The hen should be confined to

the coop, while the chicks may be allowed their liberty to run

about. The little things need to be fed several times during the

day, but no more at once than they will clean up. If a person

wishes to push his chickens, they should be fed at least once a d:iy

on hard boiled egg, broken up small enough for the chick to swal-

low. Their other food may be bread moistened with milk, or

mush made of corn or oat meal. At ten days to two weeks old

they may be allowed a little wheat or cracked corn.

Whatever young chickens are fi d upon, it should not be given

very wet ; a moderate dampening is all that should be allowed.

They do not like their fc' d so wet ns to be sticky, and it is not

so good for them when given in this condition. They may be

allowed milk with a small quantity of bran or meal stirred into

it for drink and food, but no such slops must be substituted to the

exclusion of pure clean water at least three times a day.

Chickens thus furnished with warm, dry coops, properly and

regularly fed and sbcltered from storms and wind, will grow and

thrive well even if the weather be cold.

—

N. E. Farnur.

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.
Canher and Ruup.—H. E. M., Keitbsburg, III.—The ulcers in

the mouth and throat indicate canker, and in connection with this

your fowls .appear to have the roup. Although both of these dis-

eases are considered highly contagions they seem, originally, to

be brought on, the first by improper feeding, and the latter by

undue exposure to cold and wet.

If fed on the ground wlicre their fijod becomes tramjied over

and mixed with their own excrements, fowls are liable lo si.ffer

from cankered throat. Unless a nice, clean place can be found

every day where they can be fed, shallow troughs should be used,

and these so covered as to keep the fowls out of them. So much

by way of preventive. To effect a cure remove the ulcers with a

soft stick or piece of quill, then wash the month with chlorinated

soda, and dust the exposed places with powdered borax. This

should be done twice each day. For roup, wash the head and

nostrils twice a day with choloriiinted soda. Keep the affected

fowls by themselves, and feed them on soft food, to which add a

slight sprinkle of cayenne pep])cr. One part of carbolic acid to

forty parts of warm water is said to be a good wash for the heads

of ronpy birds, care being taken not to get any of it into the

es.

To bathe the face and wash out the mo\ilh and nostrils with

».rm water and good vinegar, using two tablespoonfuls of the

latter to one half-pint of the former, and feed the patient as above-

mentioned, will be found to be a simple and reliable remedy where
commenced in time.

In cases of long neglected roup, the secretions often .accumulate

n the head, usually upon one side of the face, forming a mass of

yellow, cheesc-likc substance beneath the skin. This shouhl be

removed by making an incision with a knilc, and then bathing

the wound daily with the diluted vinegar. P. M. T.



June 12, ISTO.] THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. 2G3

Sf=Of^JSIVl/\[j's L'Ep/\F^TF"^NT"

THE DOG-MAN.
Wo are quite in doubt whctlier we should feel obliged to Mr.

Trollope for liiiviug introduced to us that most highly bred of all

di)g-nien, Lord Chiltern. There have been many dog-men inter-

spersed amid the personages of ancient and moilcrn romances, so

that the character of the sporting-man is by no means a novel

one. Such creations, we regret to say, have been, for the most part,

essentially low and vulgar, unsavory with the fumes of the stable,

and redolent witb the reek of the kennel. But Lord Cliiltern, in

Phineiis lii'iliix. aside from his tiilc, tliough a dog-man, is a thor-

ough gentleman. If life to him has no loftier aspirations than

those which are compassed within the limits of the hunt, one
feels assured that he docs his work there thoroughly. Tliough
Mr. Trullope Sjiares us the i-ccital of how the kennels were fur-

nished, or of the sha)jc, color, and general characteristics of the

Knglish fox hound, one can rest assured that when Lord Chiltern

beats up the gorsc in Thumpington Wood, if the fox is found,

lieynaril's death is a certainty, for with such a chiel' no hounds
could run faster, more evenly, nor be stauneher than those under
the special supervision of the master of Harrington Hall. Yet,

though Lord Chiltern may have been as profouml as was Mr.
Meyuellor Squire Osbakiiston, Mr. Trollope never makes him talk

dog. ])ogs are not with him tlie sole possible source of conversa-

tion. The Duke of Omnium or the Duke's steward may be in-

different as to fpxes and the vested rights of hunters, and Lord
Chiltern may have his griev,ance, but even then the dog is held in

aheyanee. If that clever and conscientious artist, Du Maurier,
Punch's most brilliant illustrator, had undertaken to draw the
semblauee of Lord Chiltern, having cautiously studied the text,

Mr. l)u Maurier would never have brought the dog into too great
prominence. Lord Chiltern's coat would never have been a cut-

away, nor would Lord Chiltern's malacca cane have borne a dog
rampant for a handle, nor would his lordship's cravat have been
passed through a ring with a dog's head engraved on it. There
might have I)ecn, perhaps, a fine hound just sketched in the dis-

tance, an accessory to the picture, only indicating for the time
being some possible connection between the dog and the man. Lord
Chiltern must have, however, talked dog sometimes. But cer-

tainly it could only have been when he was in the Harrington
kennels, and not in the drawing-rooms. Undoubtedly grooms
and whippers-in had to look sharp, and the least mistake on their
parts as to feeding, watering, training, or littering, was soundly
rated. Once Lord Chiltren's duties accomplished, save when in
the saddle, when the profundity of his dog theories were brought
into praitice. Lord Chiltern must have been silent on the canine
topics.

In the United States we all of us are fast catching the dog
epidemic. It may be roundly stated that since there are biblio-

maniacs and melomaniacs, there are now kunomaniacs. As we
have few fox hounds or greyhounds, by which at least, as in
England, some diversity of dog-talk might be established, it is on
the pointer and setter that our flood of words is poured. There
are men now in our midst, who have arisen to the highest pinnacle
of fame, who owe their lofty position to the possession of a dog.
The man and the brute are inseparable in their fellow-being's
mouths and minds. The two are in the closest conjunction, just
as of old the cognomen of the rider and the name of the horse
who won the laurel wreath at the Grecian games, thousands of
years ago, have come down together to an admiring posterity.
In a certain qu te select class, an introduction is given pretty
much as follows : Allow me to present you to Mr. Smith, of
'Bingo,' and to Mr. Brown, of Ponto.'" Such dogs are in

themselves the titles to distinction, and throw lustre on the ordinary
names of Smith and Brown. Dogs eonler the brevet of nobility.

The rage for brie a-lirac, for China, for I'allissy, Majolica, Biirslem,

Chelsea, Sevres or Dresden, now pales belore the dog. The
jiroudest genealogy, where anci stral trees are ca<'ried through
entangling branches, until they culminate at last in a living John
I'odgers, are as naught when jilaccd in juxtaposition with the
|icdigree of a dog. A De Podgaie might have come over as
iiurse boy with William the Conqueror, but what is that, when a
-Mr. Laveraek can show a dog of blue blood, "a Pride of the

Border," whose dog sires and great-greut-grand-dog sires can be
traced back a hundred years. Decidedly we will want a dog
master at arms, and a canine Herald's College. Such things as

kennel registers are but weak inventions, though there be now
three or four in use. What is really required would be a hook of

gold, such as Venice used, to record her nobility, where on virgin

parchment a modern illuminator might ]ireserve for us the birth

and history of the Blanches, Bninos, Busters, Bismarcks, Dashes,
Dons, .Jacks, Junocs, Fans, Flosses, Molls, Pontes, Plunketts,
Kubies, Bocks, Tips, Toms, Trumps, Sams, and Sauchocs.
To the essentially dog-talking man the theme of conversation

never ceases. He prattles of a "lemon doir"aiid of a "blue
dog," when he really nieims a yellow or a black-marked dog. As
the historical student looks to Macaulay, so docs the dog-man to

Macdonna, or as the essayist to Lamb, docs the kiinomaniac turn
to Laveraek. Idstone and Sionihenge are sacred names never to

be mentioned save with reverence, and as for our home prophets,

such authorities as Burgess, Taylor, "Mohawk," and Skinner
carry a weight with them which is ajipaliiig. It is true that a
certain philosophical calm di es not, from the nature of the sub-

ject discussed, always pervade canine dissertations. Dog talk is

acrimonious at times. But is it not enough to enrage any one
who has even a superficial knowledge of the subject to hear a
man assert "that in the marking of a Gordon setter the black on
his head shall be carried clean down to his muzzle, and not end
in a tan ?" and is it not willful obstinacy on bis part to take in

no kindly way your own positive and final dictum " that had you
a dog so marked you would consider it your imperative duty to

end his existence, jiroviding he was only worth the powder and
shot necessary to kill him ?

" Good manners and patience may
have their limits, still when such a paradox is boldly advanced,
" that a red Irish setter may be white, or blue, or lemon," who so

good tempered as to stand unmoved before so heretical an opin-

ion f Think, too, of to how fine a point this dog subject has
been drawn, when the want of " feather " in an animal is suffi-

cient to damn him on the show bench, just as if a dog was an
ostrich, and prized only for his plumage.

Still with all our distaste for the dog man, per se and his talk,

what a fund of honest and kindly remembrances does not the dog
call forth from ourselves. At the Springfield bench show look at

that pretty spaniel, whose ancestors, may be, gambolled through
the Lincolnshire fens in bold Hereward's time. She is all russet

brown, her hair in silken curls, and she lies cosily in her comfort-
able blanket, with her litter of wee puppies nestling around her.

As you gaze at her, she looks at you back again with her liquid

brown eyes so searchingly, yet not anxiously, for she is too well

bred for that—too much of the graude dame to think for a moment
that you would harm her or her little white and brown pets. Her
eyes are full of confidence, half human, and brimful! of love and
respect for you. She seems to say, " I and my race have served

you and yours for thousands and thousands of years, and I love

you. So in time my little sucklings will hcarii to love yon and
trust you. They will know that you are the master, and they your
willing slaves. Pass on, when you have gazed your full at me.
It is your right. I do not consider it an intrusion, only please don't

discuss me. Take me as I am. See, the prettiest of all my little

ones has a white streak on his breast. I love him the best. Don't
abuse me on account of him, and for mercy's sake spare his life,

don't sacrifice him because he is oflF-color. 1, as his mother, do
not, cannot understand stirpieulture. Leave me all my progeny.

I know you would, if it was not for that stupid dog-talk. Don't
you think I will win a prize ? I know 1 am very pretty, but did

you only see me in the river, swimming after a wounded duck,

diving into the chilly waters, and scrambling over the diifting ice,

then you would be assured that I had the courage and persever-

ance of dogs of thrice my size. Now, pray pass on. 1 am not

afraid of you . You might reach your hand into the basket and
take away from me every one of my little children, and yet I

would not hurt you. I might moan and cry, but still for ever and
ever, come what may, for it is born within me, sironger even than

material instinct, I would love and obey you." After all, then

why should not man talk about his dog and expatiate over him,
and gloat on his beauty, and extol his instincts ?
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJ^T.
THE FREQUENT VISITS

Of the Fanciers Journal to its patrons—ours being the only

weekly publication of its class published in America—have proved

very acceptable to the poultry and pet stock fraternity of this

country, as wc have good reason to know. Not a week passes

that we do not receive more or less encouraging and compliment-

ary missives from our friends. All these kindly messages are

duly appreciated, and we should publish many of them, but that

our space is better occupied with the discussion of topics more
interesting to those who so liberally patronise us.

THE fancier.

To whom does the term Fancier apply 1 In the common ac-

ceptance, to one who keeps and cares for certain objects because

hefancies—desires—their presence. But in its true signification

it is broader. It refers to one who having certain_/ancies—ideas

—

experiments to carry them out. Conceiving a desirable object,

he labors to attain to it ; forming a theory, aims to prove it true.

From first to last the world has been benefited by the fancier.

His achievements have not been accomplished suddenly and an-

nounced by fanfaronade, but they have been of slow growth,

silently worked out, and scarcely .appreciated until, in some mo-
ment of admiration at perfection, we compare it with the plan

nature furnished. If we have the opportunity to trace the slow

stages by which the height was attained, then, and then only can
we realize the work, the patience of the fancier ; work, sometimes
generations long

;
patience, inexhaustible.

The place of the fancier in the world's economy is that of im-

prover. He stands to the farmer, the horticulturist, and flori-

culturist as the inventor stands to the manufacturer.

He takes the rude outline of nature, re-fashions it to make it

the most acceptable to the eye, and yet diminish waste material.

and promote the qualities that are of the most benefit to mankind.
Thus have they worked for the good of the world, while others

have slept or worked for their own aggrandizement or gain.

Nor have the efforts of the fancier been confined to animals,

flowers, fruits, and vegetables. AVe find his work in the methods
for improvement in all the workings of agriculture. In the irri-

gating, draining, manuring, subsoiling, and in the rotation of

crops. All these and many morefancies that the old time farmer
scoffed at, have the fanciers proven to the farmers' acceptance.

But the work has not always been undertaken as work, hut

often as a recreation. It has been the avenue in which the mind
weivried with labor has turned for rest. Men of great conceptive

powers—far seeing—have framed theories and have worked them
out, the beauty of the proving compensating for the means used.

Experimenting, more for the pleasure of exjjerimenting, than that

the world might be benefited. But the desired end attained, who
so willing that the knowledge gained should be for the world's

good, as the true fancier. When he recognizes in another,

whether rich or poor, ignorant or educated, the spirit of the desire

for investigation and improvement, his hand is always ready to

assist and his word to encourage.

The Fanciers' Journal is the day-book of the true fancier.

Its motto " not for itself but for all," is the true fancier's watch-

word. Let all unite, having faith in the purpose and good-

will to all, to make record upon its pages for the furtherance of

all good.

CoF^F^ESpOfjDEfJCE.

information wanted.

I would like to ask through the Journal, some Fancier of Games
who breeds for fancy feather, to give the definition of Game as

applied to this breed, and oblige a Greenhorn.

importations.

I have this day received, per steamer " Atlas," my second im-

portation of " Dark Brahmas," direct from Lewis Wright, com-

prising his entire breeding stock. All arrived in fine condition.

CiiAS. B. Perry.
Wallaston, Mass., June 3d, 1876.

Friend Wade :

Your correspondeut, Mr. Smith, evidently misunderstood my
meaning. I stated "that dogs with white about the neck or body,

invariably have white on the end of the tail." I meant that this

was a rule of gener.al application, not that in all the millions of

" mongrels, puppies, whelps and hounds and curs of low degree,"

no single exception could be found. Dogs are not invariably bom
with tails, or eyes or legs.

Mr. Smith has placed the word invariable in italics, thereby

changing its meaning and giving it an emphasis I did not intend.

My observation has been that as a rule, dogs with white points

have white tips to the tail ; and cats so marked, just the reverse
;

there may be an occasioniil exception. Sometimes African par-

ents, black as ebony, have children fairer than any city belle, and

any fancier knows how difficult it is to breed true to color.

Truly, James M. McCann.

INTERESTING LETTER.

Cairo, April 2d, 1876.
Mt Dear Friend :

—

I did not think when I wrote you the hasty note at Florence, in

December, that it would be April before I would again find time

to devote to you. But those last days in Europe m.ade up of ar-

rivals and departures, with sight-seeing between, passed so quick-

ly I could scarce grasp time for thought from them, and in Egypt
on the Nile, I found letter-writing an impossibility.

From Florence we went to Rome for the Christmas ceremonies,

and while there I had an opportunity of paying a visit to Garibaldi,

but I must leave the incidents and impressions of that visit, and

the balance of my sojourn in Europe,—our hasty call at Nnples to

witness the eruption of Vesuvius (wiiich as you already know fail-

ed to erupt), our charming tour through Sicily, with our armed



June 12, 1876.] THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. 2G5

escort to Ruard against lirifraTKls. The magnificence of Etna, the

activity of Stromholi. tlie intenst I f.iunil at Syracuse from its

associations with St. Paul. All these, and more, I must leave un-

til I got heyond the maze, the wilchcry of this bewildering Orient.

I /"fp/licwildercd. 1 do not realize myself. Everything is 80 differ-

CTit from everylhing that ever was fur me before, I find it hard to

recall, to realize matter-of fact occurrences. Europe has nothing

in common with its Eastern neighbors. Reviewing my years in

Europe, and my weeks in Egypt, it is like turning from a chapter

of history to the pages of a fairy tale. We spent two days in Malta,

then sailed for Alexandria, for ihr ascent of the Nile.

Chartering one of the peculiar boats especially adapted to the

Nile travel, we controlled its movcnidts, stopping when and where

we pleased, and moving on when we saw fit. A dragoman,

three cabin servants, two cooks, captain, pilot, and fourteen

sailors. In all we numbered about thirty souls. On this boat with

this retinue I spent two months, the most wonderful of my life.

When the wind filled our sails, tlie crew lay idly about harboring

their strength against the time of calm, when they, harnessed in

ropes, dragged our boat up stream, we the meanwhile lounging on

shore under the palms, or visiting the Arab villages. On our

downward trip we spent much of our time making excursions, and

indeed you would have laughed at our cavalcade. Nino of us

whites mounted upon nine donkeys, with nine white umbrellas

covering nine precious heads. Nine puggey's (long white scarfs)

tied around nine slouching wide brimmed hats, and nine handkcr-

chicfsof silk covering nine pairs of shoulders.

English, Scotch and Americans,wilh Dalmatian dragoman,Arab

guard, and a fag end of servants, donkey-hoys, and water-car-

riers. I look back upon it as a wonderful dream, I was heartily

sorry to leave our airy state-rooms, commodious cabin and dining

saloon, ihe table spread with luxuries only a palace hole! would

attempt for Cairo, but I wanted to be here for the great religious

festival which follows the return of the pilgrims from Mecca, to see

with my own eyes if no one of the hundreds of fanatical Mussul-

mcn that in some sort of ccstacy, prostrate tlieraselves before the

feet of the horse of an advancing sheik, was hurt. I was on horse-

back at the first hint of daylight, and soon on the way to meet the

worn and travel-stained pilgrims, seven white faces, mine the only

American, among the thousands and thousands of Arabs. It is

very warm, the thermometer stands at 80° in my room. The
Prince of Wales and the Grand Duke Alexis left the first of the

week. The Khedive gave a grand ball, a concert, and a gala night

at the opera house, but I had no share in it all, because, alas

!

my " store clothes" were in Italy. We leave for Jerusalem Sat-

urday, and with good luck will arrive there the next Wednes-
day. Then will begin Syrian travel in earnest, from Jaflfa to

Beyrout, a month on horseback if we have no delays, then seven

days by water to Constantinople, from there to Smyrna, Athens,

then Italy. Wish that good fortune may attend us.

I will write you again from Nazareth or some place in the Holy

Land.
Au revoir, H D,

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—What pigeon sometimes breeds another variety than its own 1

The Carrier that breeds Nun. TERRiE Filids.

—Ten per cent, of meat in biscuits is quite enough for all dogs,
except those which have severe exercise. (?)

—If you would have an egg-plant on the Fourth of July you
should plant your hens about the first of June, advises a New
York paper.

—For "going blind "in dogs, blow white sugar (powdered)
daily in.to the affected eye, or eyes, and bathe daily with luke-
warm water. (?)

—To TELL THE Sex oe Finches.—Blow np the feathers so

as to expose the vent. If this points rather forward, it is a cock;

if rather backward, it is a hen. (?)

—The Taunton Gazette told a story about a webfooted family

in that town, and the news papi'rs have been industriously repeat-

ing it, not one of them "tumbling" to the fact that it was all

about a family of ducks.

—DncK8 IN A Vineyard.—It is mentioned in the Grape
Culturist that a large vineyardisi in Illinois keeps each season not

less than 100 ducks constantly among the vines. He says it is

wonderful with what dilligence they dart after all kinds of bugs,

thrips, flies, and small snails, and he considers them among the

best of insect exterminators.

—Spiders.—The Fancier will be better served if Huon tells

first of the spiders of the Middle States. Should sjiecies be com-
mon to both the Middle States and California, the Fancier would
be defrauded, were the rough, uncultivated pen of Pacific to at-

tempt that the grace and delicacy of Huon would have made bo

acceptable.

—A Dutch farmer in South Africa tells the story of a python
attacking a Zulu boy while he was asleep and attempting to swal-

low him, beginning with one leg. Not getting on satisfactorily,

and the unfortunate lad awakenii g lo a " realizing sense" of hia

situation, the serpent tried to eject the limb, but the fangs were too

deeply fixed in the flesh lo render this an easy matter. The poor
lad was obliged to make the best of this awkward situation till

help came.

—One of the most interesting departments of the Hermitage at

St. Petersburg is the gallery of Peter the Great. It is devoted
almost wholly to objects connected with his memory. His image,
dressed in the costume of his day, is seated in the center of the

room, while around him are the tools he himself worked with, the

iron cane be usually carried, statuettes .and casts of his face, the

stuffed bodies of the horse he rode and of his favorate dogs, his

books, mathematical instruments, and countless other things.

—Rose-bead Necklace.—Gather as man}' rose leaves as pos-

sible. Pound them up in an iron mortar with an iron pestle until

reduced to a perfect pulp. Then shape into round balls the
size desired for your beads. Pass a very large pin or needle
through the middle of each, and expose to the sun on a board or
dish. When dry they will be nearly as black as jet, very sweet,

and ornamental in proportion as they have been neatly rounded
and dexterously handled. They may be strung upon the finest

wire, India rubber, or thread, as the wearer prefers.

—Sea-Sickness in Birds.—Careful observation proves that

many kinds of animals share in hnman diseases. Sickness and
sufering are not confined to man ; they belong to all life on earth.

But it is a recent and curious discovery that birds .ire affected

by sea-sickness. Some sailors on the Pacific coast were attracted

by the strange appearance of nests on the rocks. They found a new
kind of bird to them, very tame, and the nests glued to the cliff's,

and proof against high winds. They took with them one of the

nests, having in it two young birds, and returned to the ship in

their boat. The swell was rolling high, and soon the birds began
to show signs of genuine sea-sickness, and ended by throwing np
their food, which was seen to consist of young minnows half di-

gested. This fact may lead to the inquiry whether animals on
ship-board are similarly affected.

—Conserve op Rose Leaves.—Gather the leaves of fresh,

full-blown roses in the early morning, while the dew is still upon
them. Have ready provided equal quantities of cloves, mace, and
nutmeg, sprinkle with salt, then with the spices prepared. Takea
box ofany kind that is rather shallow, place in the bottom a layer of
rose leaves, sprinkle with salt, then with the spices prepared ; then
put in another layer of rose leaves, then spices, etc. , until the box
is filled. Lastly, tie on tightly a cover of sheer Swiss muslin, and
expose to the sun until perfectly dry. You may then pack the

conserve into pretty china bottles, with wide mouths but close

stoppers, and you will be provided with a delicious perfume,
whose sweetness will not evaporate for years. It is pleasant
either to have on one's parlor mantel or chamber toilette-table.

As a perfume for mouchoir-cases or scent-bags it is unrivaled. Let
the housekeeper also try laying to among the stores on the shelves of
her linen-closet.

—A Spitting Snake.—There is a dangtrons snake, not un-
common about Bedjuella, West Africa, called by the natives naja
neje, and by the Portuguese cuspedira. It is sm.all in size, and
remarkable from its habit of spitting when interfered with. The
saliva is ejected to considerable distances, and is said to cause
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blindness if it touches the eyes. One of the snakes was captured

by natives, and bronffht to wliere some Euf^lish miners were at

\vorl;. It was teased by a miner who was staniiing over the cajje,

wliich was on tlie "round, and retaliated by a discharge of spittle.

Some of the liquid entered the minrr'.s eyes, and tlionirh the eye

was immediately washed out with water, it was very much irritat-

ed for several days. The snake was killed before any experiments

could be made with it by the scientific superintendent of the mine
;

he has, however, no donbtof the miner's statcmcntand that of his

compimions, corroborated as it is by the testimony of the natives

and Portuguese.

—A Few " Statistics."—Hens' eggs hatch in from twenty

to twenty one days ; turkeys' in from twenty-six to twenty-nine

days ; ducks' in twenty-eight days ; Guinea fowls' in from twenty

five to twenty-seven days ;
pea fowls' in from twenty-eigiit to

thirty days
;
geese's in from thirty to thirty-two days, i'resh

eggs will hatch one or two days sooner than those two or three

weeks old. The consumption of eggs in and around Mulhouse,
in the manufacture of calicoes, is almost incredible. No albumen
U equal to that contained in an egg—and it would consume the

lay of .300,000 hens to supply one of the large calico manutacto-

ries in France Great quantities of laying bens are tliercfore con-

stantly cultivated, and made use of in the above districts, for this

purpose, in addition to supplying the ordinary demands for eggs

and poultry for consumption, the latter being very considerable
;

since the Frenchman is very fond of both his omelet and his poulet,

when he can get them.

—Feather-Eating Parrot.—I have a grey Parrot which
has the bad babitof eating his tail feathears, and as he is a very

valuable bird for his talking qualities, 1 wish some of your cor-

respondents could inform me of something that would cure him
of this evil prodensity. lie has never had any animal food, but is

fed on Canary seed, and occasionally bread soaked in tea or water.

—.John Stcaet.
[Should the bird's cage have a wire bottom, let it be taken out

at once, and give the Parrot plenty ofsaiid witli some small stones

in it, so that the bird may pick out ."ome and swallow them, then

give a change of diet; let the bird have some soaked Indian
corn, and some fruit and green food, watercresses,&c. You are

quite right in not giving it animal food ; a piece of bread
dipped into a boiled egg is an enjoyable morsel lo a Parrot. If

change of food and what we have recommended has no effect on
the habit, then make what is called a "cradle" in the stable, aud
put it on the bird's neck until tlie bad habit is forgotten. The
collar, or cradle, can be made either of leather or pieces of cane
fastened with string. It wil not in the least hurt the bird to

wear it.]

—

Journal of Horticulture.

AND YOUNG FOLKES" CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the weeli ending June 4th, 1876.

One Salt-water Terrapin (Eniys terrapin). Presented.

One Woodchuck (Arctomys monax). Presented by S. F. Piatt,

Norristowii, Pa.

One Horned Toad (Phrynosoma cornuta). Presented by J.

Kaufman, Phila.

One Pine Snake (Pituophis melanoleucus). Pi-esented by Geo.
Cranmer, West Creek, N. J.

One Bald Eagle (Haliaetus ieiicocephalus). Presented.
Thirteen Horned Toads (Phrynosoma cornuta). Presented by

F. K.Brown, Phila.

Two Great Horned Owl [Bubovirginianus). Presented by Thos.
Berstler, Doe Run, Pa.

One Great Horned Owls (S. t'lr^m/anHs). Two Screech Owls
{Scops asio). Two Crow Black-birds (Qk!Sco/«s piir/)«re«s).

Presented.

One Blacksnake (Bascanion fremontii). Presented.
Two Blacksnakes (B. constrictor). Presented by Master H. L.

Verts, Phila.

One Patas MonV^.y (Cercopilhecus ruher). One Green Monkey
{C callitrichus) One Squirrel Monkey (Salniaris sciurea). Two
Weeper Capuchins {Cebus cnpucinns). Two Brown Capuchins
(U. fatue.llus). One Guinea Gaboon (Cynocephnlus sphinx). One
Spottid Cavy (Coi-loyem/s paca). One Ocelot {Felis pardalis).

Three Coatis (nasuanasica). Two Collared Peccaries (Uicotyks
tajacu). Presented.

Arthur E. Brown, Gen'I. Sup't.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 22.

The iJnrre RAZOR-nrLi. (Alca torilo)

.

One of Fancier's correspondents asks Huon what he knows
about a bird called the Mnrre. Iluon answers " not much." The
bird belongs not to these latitudes, and but few persons save those

who traverse the waters of the Atlantic or Arctic Oceans have ever

seen a living specimen. But Huon has seen two of the Murre's

eggs, the only specimens to he found in America and which are

the property of the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia.

There may be perchance some private collector in the U. S. who
boasts he possesses a Murre's egg. Perhaps he has one, perhaps not

;

for owing to the value attached to them there have been many forger-

ies committed in Europe, and thus bogns Murre's eggs have been

laid on the unsuspecting coUcetoi's tabic.

'• You have been discussing the egg before you mentioned the

bird save by its name !"

Yes. And ever since men could argue upon a subject, or dcbat-

ini societies have been in existence, they have been doing the same,

dear reader. The question has been since the world began, "which

was first, the egg or the chicken." It is not settled yet, so we will

now to the bird.

The Murre belongs to that family of sea-birds known as the Al-

coda;, in which family it ranks No. 2 ; the Great Auk, Alca impennis

(a bird sujiposcd by some to be now extinct), stands No. 1, and

these two are the only species the genus contains.

No. 2, the Murre, is best known as the Razor-bill {Alca tordo). It

is only found in the northern latitudes, where it swarms in incon-

ceivable multitudes during the breeding season. In the Arctic

seas Dr. Kane, during his wanderings there, found the Eazor of

great service to him as food when other kinds had been ex-

hausted.

The wings of the Razor-bill are but rudimentary, therefore use-

less for flight. They seem to have been given to the bird both as

a pair of oars, and to help it to dive—which latter it does to per-

fection, and when it docs undertake to " paddle its own canoe," it

uses such power and velocity that it has been known to escape from

a six oared barge pulled in pursuit of it, by the most vigorous

oarsmen.

In general tlie Razor bill is dusky above and white below. The
bill, which is black in color, somewhat resembles the falconine

birds in shape, having a sharp hook at the end, and a denticniation

at about two thirds of its length, to allow it to catch the fish which

is its natural food. But one egg is laid per year; no two are ever

alike, therefore one cannot say it is of this or that pattern as a

general thing. The two in the Academy of Natural Sciences are

about as large as a swan's, yellowish in color, dashed with black

marks, which to the "outside barbarian" look very much like

Chinese characters. Your correspondent is mistaken I think, as to

the Murre laying another egg if " her nest is robbed." None of

the Alcudm lay more than one egg per year, which seems to be the

true order of nature ; for were these birds as prolific as the gulls,

terns, or the domestic fowls, think of the result, when even under

the one egg per annum rule the Arctic seas, and the rocky coasts

of England swarm with the Razor-bill .and its relations in count-

less millions. Travelers by sea along the rocky coasts of Great

Britain are well acquainted with these "queer birds," as your

corrcs]jondent justly calls them ; seeing them sitting upright on

the ledges of the crags in long horizontal rows which tower one

above another looking like so many big bottles arranged shelf above

shelf, a la apothecary shop.

As to the remarkable variability in the marking of the eggs

as spoken of by your correspondent, I may mention the collection

made of them by Mr. Champley, an English gentleman, which

embraces no less than .'500 distinct varieties ! Perhaps the ICsqui-

maux eat the eggs of the Murre though I have found no mcutiuu
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of such, by either Kane, Hall, Hayes, or any other Arctic explorer.

The flesh of the bird for food, and its downy skin for clothinfr

however, are very vnluahlo to that " peculiar people" as theyjilacc

upon it their chief, if not their entire dependence for those pjirticu-

lar uses. Huo.N.

REPLY TO SCHONNY SPROAGLE.
I think, Schonny Sproagle, that Gir.affe struck yon wrong.

The GiraflFe may not be of " practical use," but if he takes one's

thoughts up h'ujher, as you must admit that he does, he certainly

lias a moral value.

Did 3'ou ever consider how it might h.ave been that nature made

the Giraffe? Shewas makingelephants.rhiuocoroses.hippopottnmi,

and the like, when the thought occurred, "was there going to be

feed enough to go round." " Anyway," she says, " It shan't be

said that I wash more than I can hang out. I'll just lump the

rest of this clay and and make a big one, one that can browse otf

the tops of trees. He shall have a field of his own." And the

Giraffe was the result.

Yes, you'd make several "fortunes" " transmographying "

thousand dollar Giraffes into ten dollar mules ! Did you ever go

to the "circus and menagerie combined," Schonny? Did it

occur to you that the mule, the edmated mule that nothing but a

monkey could ride, represented the circus, while the stalely,

gentle Giraffe was the feature of the menagerie. Which, Schonny

Sproiigle, is the foolish piece of busine.=s, the circus or the mena-

gerie ? Here's a story about a mule. I'll take the Giraffe cveiy

time.

ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS.

The fast growing favor accorded to our Zoological Garden in

the Park will give interest to a few brief notes respei'ting the

Lordon Zoological Society, which recently held its forty-seventh

anniversary. Our Garden is but a few years old, and it would

therefore beout of order to institute a preseiitcjm|iari.son, although

our's has already so grand a collection. Yet one may "guess"

what will be the condition of the Philadelphia Garden fifty years

hence. The total number of living animals in the London menag-

erie was, at the beginning of the year, 220.5. The " lion house"

has 21 tenants : 6 lions, 7 tigers, 2 jaguars, 2 leopards, 3 pumas
and one clouded tiger. The rejjort from which our facts are

taken does not specify the character of the other 2184 animals.

The available assets of the Society are computed at about 860,000

;

its liabilities at a little more than half that sum. The "assets,"

of course, do not include the value of the animals, and certainly

not that of the buildings, for the lion housejust erected cost nearly

$56,000.

The number of fellows and annual subscribers on the 1 st of

January, was 3241, the net increase of membership during 1875

being 44 ; not certainly a very fast rate of progress. In other re-

spects there was an advance, the total receipts of the society in

1875 being 8143,690 ; more than the receipts of any previous year

since the foundation of the society. The receipts of 1 875 exceeded

those of 1874 by about $1500, while the number of visitors was
less, being 699,918 in 1875, against 706,907 in 1874. The ordi-

nary expenses of 1875 amounted to $120,940, showing a net income
of over $22,000. Theincreaseof receipts in 1875 over 1874, while

there was a diminution in the number of visitors, arises from two
sources, the interest of investments, and the receipt of donations

and bequests. The reserve fund, $48,965, is invested in Govern-

ment three jier cents.

Connected with the Society and constituting its highest claim

as a scientific agency are a valuable library, the growth of half a

century, .ind a publishing department, which adds constantly to

the scientific wealth of the world. The publication of 1875 con-

sists of the usual octavo volume of" Proceedings," issued in four

linrt.s, and four parts of " Transactions." Besides these a Supple-

ment has been added to the revised list of the vertebrated animals

now or late in the menagerie. And, besides these official publica-

tions, it is to be considered that the unofficial jicriodicals devoted

to natural history and science, and published by individual cnter-

|)rise, draw largely upon the facilities afforded by public institu-

tions. Constant aid is thus given to the researches of scientific

men, and a coi stant popular interest is kept up in the fields of

useful inquiry and investigation. For this reason Zoological and

Botanical gardens and such institutions as the Academy of Natu-

ral Sciences deserve the support of an enlightened public. The

same arrangement applies to the Fine Arts, to the Mechanical In-

stitutes, and other sources and promoters of knowledge The

directors and members pursue a labor of love, rather causing ex-

])ense to themselves than giving any pecuniary requital. They

should be met and sustained in the same generous spirit.

—

Phil.

ExcFjA^pjqES.

l[!^*Adverti.ietnents uihUt this head, of four Unca, or forty-eight words de-

Pcribin,!; and ofTering fur lixcliaiiii'e only, will he allowed at 25 cents

for earh and every insertifm. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

B^r""'ro EXCu.\NGi s FJit CAStr" or "greeshacks," "wantkd a vurcuaskr,"
or '"WANTKD AN uFFER," etc., ctc, cannot under any circumstances be admitted
to the ExcUmiiiP or Want rolnnm.

lil^r-Mo Kxchangeor Want will be inserted UDlepsncconipanicd with 25 cents.

JOHN II. BISHOPs North Attleboro, Mass., liox 368, wishes to ex-

change 2 Uouiinique Leghorn hens (1st prize birds,) and 2 Huff Cochin hens,
fur I'oultry Books or Pigeons, Commoner Fancy.

O. C. t.I5»NARI>, Eliniro, N. Y., has one pair of fine Lop-eared
Riibbits, 17 inch eur^, nine months old, to exchange for offers. Letters

id promptly.

JtkSKPtt UKBinKISXKK, Batavia, N. Y., will exchange one
pair Ued Tumblers, also one Created Male Kan Tail, one White female Jacobin,
for one pair of Tnrbits. 1 want good birds.

W. F. HmCIIITIOKI':, Basking Kidge, N. J., will exchange 1 new
Remington f-ilver plated chased pistol, #18.00; 1 Quilting Wachiue, $5 00; 1
two-wheel Tclocipede, co.-^t, new, $90.00; 1 trio Light Bruhmaa, fair stock,

§8-00 ; for Lawn Mower, or offers. Above are retail prices.

H. O. IjAM^SON, Miiton, NorthnmberlJiiid Co., Pa., will exchange
one pair standard snow-wbite Fautails, beautiful birds, and one pair EnglL-^h

Carrierti, cock blue, hen red, for Fancy Pigeons,—Turbits preferred. Corres-
pondence solicited.

B. HUliSE, Box ^3, Allentown, N. J., will exchange eggs from P.

Rocks, W. Leghorn, Brown Leghorns, and S. S. llamburgs, Youug Shepherd
pups and Fancy Pigeons, for Gold and Silver Sebright Bantam eggs or Fancy
Pigeons ; one Shepherd Slut, in pup, to exchange for offers.

BOX 12, Winnsboro. S. C, has an immense Eagle, believed to be Wash-
ington Eagle, to exchange for Hound.-*, Setters, Pigeons, or offers—supposed
to have been on its way to the Centennial when caught, and is a splendid

specimen of this rare and noble bird.

H. "W. CONRAB, Beroville, Berks Co., Pa., wants to exchange for

Fancy Pigeons, a trio of Silver-Spangled llamburgs.

C. M. BOYNXOIV, Concord, N. H.,will exchange Buff Cochins and
White Leghorns, in '* trios or singly," for a Lawn Mower, or for Gas Fixtures,

' ines. Stock first-class. Address as above.

\VARR£!V BECK, York, Pa., has to exchange three hens and one
cock. Golden Polands, 3 pair Black and one pair Mottled Tumblers, one White
Trumpeter cock, one Black Quaker cock, and one pair Reds, one YeHow cap
Magpie cock, one White Fan cock, two B. B. Red Game hens, one Yellow-wing

Turbit cock, 3 Setter pups, pedigree given—for one Mottled cap Fan hen, one
Silver Dun Carrier cock, or offers.

SOO'-TX BROS. 4 Wrightstown, Pa., will exchange a pair of Black
Quakers, pair Archangels, Red Swallow, White Fan, and Ked Barb cocks,

Yellow Owl, Mottled Tumbler, and White-capped Dutchess hens and Magpies,

for White or Black Owls and offers; also pair B. B. K. Game Bantams, for

pullets of same.

WI1.I.IAM HUIVX, Tivoli, Dutchess Co., N. Y., offers for exchange
White J.egborn roosters, combs slightly frozen. Bantam roosters, 1 W. and B.

Spanish hen, 4 fine Aylesbury drakes, for equally fine Aylesbury ducks—pedi-

grees given aad requited. Write.

BR. B. F, BEAROSL-ES", Bii.gliaiuton, N. Y., for want of

room, will exchange a first-class trio of Pekin Ducks, winners of first and
special premiums. They are very large, fine birds, now laying. Make offers

of anything useful that don't eat.

W. H. BCJXLER, No. 291 Broadway, N.Y., will exchange W. C. B.

Poland, Cochin, (P. and B.,) W. L., Aylesbury and Muscovy Duck's Eggs,

and Fowls, (Todd's strain,) for B. Leghorn, Pekin Ducks, Game, P. 11. Egg.q,

or Fowls, Parrot, Pigeons, Birds, Grain. What offers?



THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL.

R. W. NORTON, Newfield, Gloucester Co.,N. J., has a new Lefa-

chejiux sii-cbambercd breech-loading pin-fire Kevolver, to exchange for Brown
or White Leghorns—good birds.

C. H. WlliCOX, Earlville, Madison Co.,N. Y., wants to exchange
some of the following fowls for a pair of Ferrets, one year old, or Berkshire

Pigs, {pedigree stock,) one trio B. B. Red Game, one trio Derby Games, one
pair of Buckwing Games, one piiir of Partridge Cochins, one pair Silver-

spangled Hamburgs, four Duckwing Game Bantam cocks. Fowls one and two
years old. Health, true to name, and well marked.

OEO. W. RIXON9 Box 18S, Worcester, Mass., will exchange Buck,
earage 21x5 wide; Buck, 20x4 J

; Doe, 2Ux4i
; Doe, 18U4^; 1 pair of old

Ilimalayans, fine breeders ; 2 pairs young Lops, 2 months old, earage 14x3^
;

pure white and colored Guinea Pigs, for Cigar Mould, Cigar Press, or Merchan-
dise, or anything of ralue excepting live stock of any kind. Write quick for

particulars. __^
O, C. RARROW^, Bristol, R. I., will exchange one "Earth Closet,"

made in best manner of black walnut and ash, for Dark Brahmas or Partridge

Cochins.

JAMES Y. RORDEN^ Box 306, Bridgeton, N. J., has three hens
and one stag Silver-penciled Hamburg, chickens from G. Dillenberger's im-
ported stock, to exchange for Goldeu-laced Sebright Bantams. I want none
but the best, as I expect to give extra birds.

I, R. M., P. 0. Box 305, Baltimore, Md., has two B. B. R Game Ban-
tam cocks, full brothers to the Cup Birds at last Baltimore show, to exchange
for L. Brahma or Houdan pullets.

C. M. RROOKE, Eagle Point, 111., will exchange a pair of Fans,
Antwerp cock, Tumbler hen, P. Cochin and D. Brahma fowls and eggs ; Cochin
cock, the best Williams' raised in '75

; Poland, China Pigs, for musical instru-

ments, song and ornameutal birds. Be quick and make me offers. Pigeon
loft by Burpee, to exchange.

J, RANDOLPH IfJCORDECAI, 45 S. Gay St., Baltimore, Md.,
rill exchange two choice B. B. Red Game Bantam cocks, for hens or pullets of
ame kind, or Houdans. Stock offered is first-clasa, and only same is desired.

JAS. H. PHILIPS, Coventry, N.Y.,willexchangeone yard eachof
Buff & Partridge Cochins, (one cock and five hens each,) 1 year old. Some of

them premium birds ; William's, Hradtey, Van Wink'e, and Pitman strains,

for good track, skeleton, or light road wagon, or Parker Bros, breech-loading
shot gUD^ ^
JOS. H. KRAFT, New Albany, Ind., will exchange one trio of

Partridge Cochins, one trio French Hoadans, one trio Golden Spangled Ham-
burgs, one trio B. B. R. Game Bantams, or Dark Brahma cockerels, for Web-
ster's Unabridged Dictionary, W. h. A^right's Illustrated Work on Poultry,
or cash. Satisfaction guaranteed in all the above birds. Speak quick.

S. O. CHASE, Killingly, Conn., will exchange a few first-class Part-
ridge Cochins and Plymouth Rocks, hatch of 1875, for White Crested Calcutta,
Black, or Yellow Fantails, in pairs. Must be first-class birds.

JNO. F. HOI SER, Tamnqua, Pa., will exchange 1 pair solid Black
English Fans, 2 Pouter cocks, 2 Blue Fan cocks, 2 Rabbit's hutches, 1 Fancy
Squirrel house, with large wheel attached ; 1 good violin ; 1 single Shot Gun,
muzzle loader ; 1 single Rifle, muzzle-loader; 1 French Pool Wheel. 2 Parrot
Cages, 1 " Family Printer," 3 fonts of Type, 7 hens and 1 cock, Light Brah-
mas, for Black Red Games, B. R. G. Bantams, cash, or olTers.

PHILIP ROOERS, Baltimore, Md., will exchange six or eight
liight Brahma cockerels, last June's hat<;h, firat-class birds, for pullets of

VV/\fJi- ED.
INSTRDOTIONS AT THE HEAD OP EXCHANGES.

and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
'U be placed at the head of Exchange column.

The
Exchange and Want columns

"W. J. EVEtVDEN, Williamsport, Pa., wants two Carrier hens,
either Red. Black, or Yellow ; will give in exchange 1 pair of B. B. R. Game
Bantams, 2 Red Carrier cocks, or 1 pair of Blue Homing Antwerps. Good

"W. F, IflUCHJTIORE, BaKking Ridge, N. J., wants offers for ;

Camera, Box, Lens, also Portrait Box, Stand, Bath Box and sundries. A rar
chance for a Photographer.

CHAS. E. liONOj Lancaster, Pa., wants two pairs of pure bred
White Calcutta Fantails, of good carriage and well spread tails, breeding
birds, in exchange for other Fancy Pigeons.

J, F. FERRIS, 216 Main St., Hartford, Conn., wants Ground Bone,
Crushed Oyster Sht-ll, Beef Scraps, or Poultry Fixtures of any kind, for
which I will send choice selected White Leghorn eggs of my well-known lay-
ing stmn^a^^teofSL50per dozen.

FANCIER, Room ^

sitting of Duckwing Game
borna, Cochins or Brahma

,
P. 0. Building, Hartford, Conn., would like a nice
Bantam eggs, in exchange for other eggs of Leg-

ADYEI^ISEyVlENTS
From reliable parties, on any subject interesting to Fanciers, will be inserted
at 20 cents per line of about twelve words, each insertion in rtie wide column.
Each number or initial will count as one word.
Transient advertisements, cash in advance ; six to twelve months, quarterly

in advance, or on presontation of the bill.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segara, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.
I have shown L.and D. Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, *' 1 " second, and two special premiums; stock from
Felch. Williams^ Hersteins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, $3.00 per 13.

H. PARIIAM, Lima, 0.

IF YOU IVISH TO EXCHANGE

From a spinning-xuheel to a farm out West^ patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN"
OF THE

FANCIERS' JOURNAL!!
I insert an " Exchange " y

' Want" of not

S- O XT
I do not "want," offer i

TRY IT OTSrCK!!!

J. F. FBRRIS^
[Formerly of Stamford, Conn.]

REMOVED
TO

HARTFORD.

THOROUGHBRED POULTRY AND EGGS!

LOW PRICES TO MEET THE TIMES!

MY SPECIALTIES:
WHITE LEGHORNS

!

PAETEIDSB COCHINS!

DARK BRAHUASt

EG-G-S, 1.50 PER DOZEN!!
premium with every order for four dozen. Safe traoa-

Eggs warranted fresk-lmd^ and packed carefully in
One dozen given

portation guarantt
NEW BASKETS I

Prices of fowls and chicks on application!

Some good hens at iP3.00 each !

Correspondence a pleasure

!

V^ H. I T E; ! ! !

J. F. FERRIS, Hartford, Conn.
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A RAMBLE TO THE JERSEY MARL-PITS FOR
FOSSILS.

BY HAItHY A. SI.OCUM.

Having ilioronslily woil;«il up tlui mineralogical deposits of

tlie inimeiliaie viciuity of I'liiliuklijliia, my mind took a daring

fliglit to the wiUls of .Turscy. Why not penetrate this wilderness

of sand and pines ? tliis land of lioop poles and cranberries, of

which it hath been said that ihe provident crow carrieth three

days rations in passing over? Why three days rations when its

only aliont one hour's fly, I know not—but, huliold me, one beau-

tiful May morning, in company with my selenlific and mineral

loving friend F , embarking at Market Street Wharf on

board the good steamer, J. G. Shultze, bound for Spain, as the

boys have it.

After a short and pleasant voyage of about ten minutes, wc
landed at the company's docks at Kaighn's Point, and then we
were in .Jersey. As we moved out on the road, visions of traps,

spring-guns, and fierce dogs assailed our minds, and F
suggested a ghastly picture of two youths, unknown to fame,

laid out on two cold boards, victims of the tramp shooting mania.

Our road took us through the pleasant towns of Gloucester,

Woodbury, and Mullica, but nothing occurred worth noting

during this part of our journey. It was not until near evening

that we came upon the divergent road leading to the gravel-pits.

We were tired and worn out, as it had been an exceedingly warm
day, and a tramp of twenty miles on, or rather in Jersey sand, is

not conducive to buoyancy of spirits. As we neared the pits,

we beheld on the fence ahead, an object which started us into a

trot, despite our weariness. A fine fossil no doubt placed there

by some workman, ignorant of its value. As we neared it, how-

ever, our ardor dimini.^hed somewhat, for it seemed to take the

form of something familiar, and when we finally came to a stand-

still before it, we occupied, relatively, about the position of the

figures iu the picture, " A¥nen shall we thi-ee meet again." And
two of us felt that w.ay, I know, for there, keeping solemn watch

over shell road was the skull of .an old horse. Thinking sadly

of what might have been, we passed on to the pits. All along

tlie sides in the gravel were fossils, cropping out abundantly, and
way up near the top were some holes in the bank which we deter-

mined to examiue.

As we proposed to pass the night here, we set about to build a
shelter. Finding some water-logged wood, we leaned it against

the bank, and covering it with willow boughs (in collecting

wliich we broke our only weapon of ofi'ense and defense—

a

hatchet) we soon had a comfortable little shelter—barring we
had a storm. After building a fire we scrambled up the bank
and, poking our arras into the holes we had noticed, drew out a

lot of young swallows, which appeared to be all mouth, and their

song sounded like, more I more ! As we had no use for speci-

mens of this kind they were replaced, and we slid down again.

We next caught a snake, which we tied by a string to prevent its

eseai)e, and placed in a pool of water near our shelter.

As darkness spread over the land, so likewise did the frogs,

and such a din as they kept up during the night it had never

been our misfortune to listen to before. As we were in a strange

country, and unused to Jersey laws, we took watch and wateh

about during the night. I was the first to lie down, but not to

sleep, for it commenced to rain and nearly extinguished our fire,

to kindle which we had used our last match. The rain trickled

down on my face, and the monotonous and discordant eroak !

croak ! of the frogs, pitched in every key, jarred upon my nerves

until I wished them all in Hell—Gate. I felt very much relieved

when my turn came to watch. Both being very thirsty, and no

soda-fountain convenient, we took a drink from a little pool out-

side our shelter, but were rather disgusted at finding, after we
had assuaged our thirst that it was the same one in which we had

tied our suake.

F laid down and I was quietly smoking my pipe and

thinking of our route for the next day, when I was suddenly

aroused from my reverie by a yelp and a flutter, and a sudden

collapsing of our shelter. Visions of gigantic extinct Saurians
aro^e in my mind, and so st.artled was I at first ihit if some
antcdcluvian monster had come crashing over us 1 would not
have been surprised. F silently emerged from the ruins,

and, sitting down by the fire, quietly said, "I guess I'll not lie

down, I'm not very sleepy." Upon investigation I found that a

large snake had crawled over his face, and was the cause of all

the disturbance. As we h.ad interviewed no apple-jack distilleries

during cur tramp I was obliged to swallow the snake story.

At daybreak the frogs evaporated and the sky cleared and we
were soon industriously at work. In the lower strata we found
some very good specimens, which wc recognized as being Exogura
Costata and Pycnononta Vesicularis ; the latter is a very com-
mon shell fossil, and is very plentiful there. Also some good
specimens of Terebratula Harlani, and Terebratula Glossa. We
were in hopes of getting some specimens of Vivianite which is

hydrous phosphate of iron, generally found in Belemontes, but
unfortunately, we were unable to find any.

We got some specimens of each kind, and set out once more.
Passing some workmen, we asked if there were any other pits in

the neighborhood, and were told the distance and direction of

Marlborough. After tramping several hours under a hot sun,

and through marl over the shoe-tops, we arrived at the marl-pits,

and were told that some large hones had been found there a few
weeks since, and had been removed to the house of the "Boss."
We inquired the road to his house, and were told to "go 'long

this 'ere road till you come to a white house, turn to the left,

cross a crik, and go on till you come to a house with a slate

roof, f,nd that's it." We followed his directions with the excep-

tion that when we came to the "crik" we laid down under an
apple tree and went to sleep, and rested an hour. And what a
refreshing sleep that was.

When we reached the house it was noon, and the family were
at dinner, but M kindly left his table, and going with us

to the barn, said " Prof from Yale College had been there

a few days before, and had taken the best specimens with him,

but that we were welcome to what remained." We thanked him,

and filled our respective bags, declined his kind invitation to

dinner, and started for Pitman's Grove, where there was a rail-

road station. We need not tell how welcome was the sight of

the train, as it came up and stopped for us, and as we moved
away, we bid adieu to the place, and thought that despite the

rain, bull-frogs, and snakes, we had really enjoyed our two d.ays'

ramble.
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(From Journal of Horticulture.)

THE EXHIBITION DORKING.- -No. 8.

BY T. C. BURNELL.

For the first fortnit;ht of their lives chickens shouUlbe fed at

Iciist every two hours, amino amount of care and trouble expended

on them will be too much if we wish to rear prize birds. Size is

the principal point in a Dorking, and size is only to be obtained

by breeding from the finest birds, and by feeding the chickens

early and late on the best and most nutritious food. Chickens are

awake with the lark ; and as it is "the early bird which gathers

the worm," we, too, must be up with the lark if we do not wish

our chickens to be in the rear when the all eventful show-day

comes. If we happen to have a poultryman who can be depended

upon we are indeed lucky, but such are very few and far between,

and far better will it be to pay for a little knowledge and become

experienced in time than to go on paying high wages to one who

very likely knows but little more than yourself, and who will

certainly teach you nothing. Two guineas a week and more are

now commonly paid to a first-class poultry manager, and there is

but little doubt that if we can afford to keep a poultryman, the

best are the cheapest in the end.

After the first day my chickena have whole groats as a staple

food varied with a little hard-boiled egg chopped fine, and ground

oats mixed very dry. In a week or ten days they will relish small

wheat, and occasionally a little chopped meat may be given them

as the egg is discontinued. The great point will be neither to let

them eat too much at a time nor leave any, so that, if possible,

they may always have an appetite at feeding time. If, in the hot

weather their appetite seems to leave them, a little gentian bark

grated into the meal will be beneficial; but as chickens get older

they do not require to be fed so often, and tne interval between

meals may be gradually extended till, at about four months old,

they are fed about three times a day. If new milk can be obtained

they will much enjoy a drink of it the first thing in the morning;

but too much coddling will only tend to make them delicate.

It will be a very wise course to weed out the chickens as early

as possible, as the fewer there are the better they will thrive. Two
or three in every brood may generally be selected for the spit with-

out much trouble, as defective and crooked toes and sooty feet will

never get any better. No rules can be laid down for certain, but a

little experience will soon teach which chickens to keep.

The chickens should not be allowed to perch at night on narrow

or crooked sticks, or they will most certainly become crooked-

breasted. Some breeders keep their chickens hedded down on

straw or sawdust till their breast-bones are fully formed, but this

entails much trouble, and I have not found it essential ; besides,

some chickens have crooked breasts from the day of their birth,

and nothing that we can do will then set ihem right. Till recently

I was of opinion that crooked breast-bones could be entirely

prevented, hut from conversations with some of the most careful

breeders, and from my own experience, I am convinced that some

are hereditary, and, like rickets in children, as long as we breed

from such we shall never get rid of it. Undoubtedly birds occa-

sionally receive prizes in spite of crooked breasts, but in my
opinion a crooked breast in a Dorking, the table fowl par excellence,

is quite as bad as or worse than a crooked leg or wry tail. A
slight bend in the bone I would pass over, but a bird which has a

large hollow in his breast-bonelwould not havefor a gift, and in my
opinion he should never receive a prize. If the chickens are given

a flat plank of wood to perch on about 6 inches wide, with the

sharp edges just planed off so that they cannot perch upon them,

they will be obliged to roost on the centre of the board, and if this

is not placed too high up we shall see very little of crooked breasts

if the parent birds are not defective in this respect.

At ten weeks old the cockerels and pullets should be separated

from one another, as by this means a good deal 6f trouble will bo

avoided, and the cockerels will not fight, especially if any old

cock be left in charge of them. If a cockerel be taken away for

three or four days for an exhibition or other purpose he should

always be returned to his comrades at night, or a free fight will

very likely be the result; but if the bird on awaking finds himself

on his old perching place he will forget all about his absence, and

will in all probability in the morning run out with the others as

usual. This is very important, as with fifteen or twenty cockerels

it would be quite impossible to find separate runs for them all.

I have before mentioned how necessary it is to train birds to a

pen before sending them to a show, and this is especially the

case with hens and pullets. If two hens are caught and placed in

a small pen together they will be nearly sure to disagree, and one

will peck the other almost to pieces, even though they have been

bosom friends before. A good plan will be to first let them run in a

small yard together where there are no other birds, and afterwards

to put them in a small place and thus to accustom them to one

another by degrees. If after this, one bird still remains obdurate,

and insists on pecking the other, the only way will be to tie the

offender by one leg to the side of the pen ; hut even this will

sometimes not effect a cure, and the only way then to proceed will

be to make up another pair. The plan of showing two hens in a

pen together is now generally given up, though in my opinion it

is a far better criterion of who has the best yard of fowls, and I

think the yard which exhibits the largest number of noticed birds

is more deserving of credit than that which exhibits one, even

though this be the first-prize bird.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

AWARDING PRIZES.

No. 1.

Friend Wade :

Your article in No. 21 of The Fanciers' Journal, on

" Prize Awards at our Shows," is the " right thing in the right

time," and will, I think, meet with approval by almost everyone.

But I would "tack" a little more to the end of it. You suggest

that but three prizes be awarded in each variety, old and young.

Now I would like to again suggest, in this connection, what I

suggested last fall in your Journal in an article on "Judging by

the Standard." In that article I suggested that a minimum

point be fixed by which premiums should be awarded, viz.

:

Award no first premium when a specimen did not score ninety

(90) points, no second premium to any specimen that did not

score eighty-five (85) points, and no third premium unless a speci-

men scored eighty (80) points. Of course I would much rather

see the first premium bird' scoring ninety-five (95), the second

eighty-nine (89) and the third eighty-four (84), but this I would

place as a minor point—not a maximum, as a writer interpreted

me afterward in your " Journal." This plan would, of course,

necessitate the judging of all shows by the "American Standard

of Excellence," and scaling every bird. But this is just what
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should be done, ami until it is done entire justice cannot be done.

No man—judge—can walk along in front of twenty coops of

Light Brahmas and by comparison tell the best coop and bo sure

he is right. Because it frequently happens that a bird is quite

attractive at first sight but come to scale liim and figure up his

excellencies, you find him foiling far befow a less attractive neigh-

bor. And espcciallj'is this true if a judge is partial to a dark

hackle, fine comb, heavy leg-feathering, or some other prominent

feature.

Then, again, if the birds arc all scaled and the score card

placed on the coop, criticism is made plain and there is less

opportunity to award premiums to friends rather than birds—

a

subject which I shall discuss in your next issue. Again I say

give us three premiums, and give them to us by the use of the

" New American Standard of Excellence," letting first premium

mean 90 points or more, and so on, as I have suggested, .and thus

we will know what is meant when wo see stock advertised as first

or second or third premium stock.

James M. Lambing.

Parker's Landing, Pa., June 6, 1876.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

A VALUABLE DISCOVERY.
Editor of t anciers' Journal

;

Dear Sir : —I think I have (accidentally) made rather a valu-

able discovery ; which, though it relates more directly to benefit-

ing the agricultural rather than the poultry interests of this

country, I send you the first account of—because it pertains par-

ticularly to the specialty for which your poultry paper caters. And I

am very confident—if further experiments with this article ( now be-

ing tried) shall prove as wondcrfidly effective as those I have already

made have resulted, that we have upon the premises of every poul-

try-breeder in America, a certain and simple remedy against the

depredations ofdestructive garden audflower insects, that we have as

yet never appreciated I

As you are aware, gardeners who raise early market vegetables

—such as squashes, cucumbers, melons, etc., as well as small

fruits, currants, raspberries, and even grapes, have always been

put to their wits' ends to devise ways and means to preserve their

vines and bushes from the ravages of spring bugs and worms that

assail the tender plants, as soon as they get fairly growing. And
various applications of plaster, gypsum, ashes, lime, hellebore,

Paris green, and other poisons have been used freely, to kill or

drive away these pests ; often without avail, until half or two-

thirds of their plants have been killed, or eaten up by these numer-

ous varieties of marauders.

I had tried these "cures" for currant worms, tomato-flics, cu-

cumber and squash vines, etc., as ,well as for the dispersion of

rose-bugs, often without success. And two years ago I made use

of a preparation of liquid raw hen-manure upon a few cucumber
hills—when the bugs had fairly taken possession of the vines. I

applied this, morning and evening for a week, and saved every
one of my vines. Then I saved my squashes similarly, with en-
tire success. I then washed our rose-bushes with it daily, for four

or five days, and "cleaned out" every bug on them effectually!

The currant bushes came next, and not a currant-worm have I

seen this season, in my garden. I have used it this spring, and
my cucumbers, squashes, currants, etc., (as they were last year)
are entirely free from the pests that have quite destroyed the first

plantings ofmy neighbors.

I believe the pungent, peculiar odor of this preparation is a com-
plete protection against the attacks of these insects. They will not
approach the vines or leaves saturated with it. And at the same time,

1 li lid this a most admirable fertilizer to the plants. I have no doubt
it will destroy or keep at a distance the villainous "potato-bug," too.

Why not ? At all events, I shall try it the present sea!on, as I notice

in the papers that this depredator is about, this year, [in New
England.

I throw into a common bucket-full of water, a heaped spade-

full of fresh manure, taken from beneath the hen house roosts.

Mix well, and apply from a watering-pot. A little goes a great

way It is thus sufficiently strong, and the effect will he discov-

ered immediately. On ro.se-bushes and currants, it should bo

thrown under the leaves with a large syringe. Upon ground vines

it may be applied, easily.

I have found this so singularly beneficial, that I now make the

fact known, in the interest of poultry -keepers, that they may save

the hen manure carefully. If they don't wish to use it on their

own premises, there will be a market for it as soon-as their neigh-

bors try it, if they succeed with it as I have. And if it will destroy

the potato bug, (as I sincerely believe it will) there must surely be

a lively demand for this often wasted article, should the "Colorado

beetle" really show itself in this region.

If you think this " discovery " worth recording in your columns,

I have no doubt it will meet the eye of some poultry men or gar-

deners who are more or less annoyed as I have been, who will

thank you and me for this hint. It is a simple method, practical,

certain, not poisonous, and worthy a trial.

Yours &c.. Helper.
P. S.—I suggest that this liquid be used not too strong. The

proportions 1 give above are sufficiently powerful. If applied too

strong it will burn the vines and leaves, or even the stalks of ten-

der plants.

(For Fanciers* Journal.)

MORE ABOUT PRIZE AWARDS.
Having read the interesting article on prize awards at our

shows, in your issue of the 5th inst., it has occurred to me that a

few remarks on the system of awards now in vogue in England,

might be of service to some of your readers. As I have only

been in this country a few weeks, I have no practical knowledge

of the working of the American poultry shows, but having been

a breeder and exhibitor for many years in the old country, and

never missing an opportunity to advance poultry interests, I

hope the breeders here will take my remarks in the spirit in which

they are written. Your proposal to limit the awards to three in

each class will, I feel sure, benefit both exhibitors and managers

of shows, but I do not think the abolition of " honorable men-

tions," (which I presume means something akin to our " highly

commended," in England) would work well. At the English

shows, except such as the Crystal Palace, Birmingham, and
Alexandra Palace, the prizes are almost universally three for

each class, and in some cases only two prizes are given. The
judges are, however, empowered to give e.xtra prizes where the

fowls are sufficiently numerous in a class, and this extra prize is

not called fourth or fifth, but " extra first." " extra second," or

"extra third, as the case maybe. In addition to this "highly

commended," cards are also fixed to pens which are considered

of sufficient merit. It would manifestly be unfair to exhibitors,

in a class containing, say twenty to thirty entries, to debar all

pens except two or three from receiving notice, which would be

the case were all the supplemental means abolished. The rem-

edy of the evil complained of in your article is, in my humble

opinion, as follows : viz.. Limit the prizes to three in number in

each class, except where the judges are unanimously of opinion

that one or two extra prizes ought to be given, and let no " hon-

orable mentions " be given, unless the birds are good average

specimens. Of course mistakes would occasionally occur, but

then we must remember that poultry judges are only " mort.al,"

and we are all li.alile to err, and it is an undoubted fact that the

rule has worked well in the old country, and would give satisfac-

tion here if fairly carried out.
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Another point which is always insisted npon by English exhib-

itors is, that managers of poultry shows shall forward dean prize

cards with the birds when returning them from the shows. These

are highly prized, and fixed up in some conspicuous part of their

poultry house, and are a source of gratification to their posses-

sors, if nothing more. The writer had over four hundred of

tliem posted on the walls of his corn-chamber before leaving

home, and it must be borne in mind, that to visitors they are a

very good criterion of the quality of the stoclc kept by the owner

of them.
Golden Poland.

EFFUSION NO. 3 ON INFANTS: i. e., YOUNG
BREEDERS.

Y. B. amply confirms the opinion expressed in third paragraph

of "Effusion No. 2." I shall only say here, that the expression

" shanks not feathered down the outer sides, and to the extrem-

ities of the outer toes," is a wrongly constructed sentence. To

have been grammatically correct, and to mean what it was in-

tended to, it should have read, " shanks not feathered down the

outer sides, and the outer toes not feathered to the extremities."

As to the twisted wing question

—

twisted feathers in wing" and

a " twisted wing " (or wings) are two very different things. I am
extremely sorry that Y. B. has not yet found that out.

The whole trouble with the Standard— all these defects, over-

sights, omissions and errors may be laid to just this class of men
—^J'oung breeders—who, as Josh Billings says " has found out bi

sum process that 2 and two .ahvuss make 4, and then spends his

time trying to prove it to the rest ov mankind."

In conclusion, I will quote the words of Hon. Edward Everett,

in his reply to the British minister, some years since. "Sarcasm

is not argument ; if it were, wc might use it as effectively as your

lordship."

Yours, Editor P. B.

(For FaDciens' Journal.)

THE LAW OF TRUTH, RIGHT, AND BEAUTY.
A few days ago the following sentence in the editorial depart-

ment of the " Journal" caught my eye. "The old prejudice of

one hundred years ago, covering a man likea mantle, with a degree

of disgrace, who was knov/n to be a fancier of birds and agile pets

generally, is fast being dissipated" etc. As I read this, my mind

went back to the time of my childhood—^not a hundred years ago,

nor one third of that—when the fancier of thorough-bred poultry,

pigeons or rabbits, was supposed at least, not to be quite such a

common-sense, practical man as his less enthusiastic neighbor,

even if not really having "a bee in the bonnet " or "a maggot in

the brain."

But my recollections left me not with these reflections ; tlioy led

to a brighter side of that picture, and I fell to tliinkingof the true

condition of mind necessary to the successful breeding of any pet

stock, and the habits of patient study and observation cultivated

by it. Something like this was the course of thought which

almost involuntarily my mind followed. Law is the great fact of

all facts in this universe with which we have to deal, and the im-

portant thing to be known. This being true, that thing is val

uable to man which leads him directly to a knowledge of law.

The breeding of thorough-bred stock leads directly to this knowl-

edge; therefore the breeding of fancy, or thorough-lired stock is a

valuable employment of man's time. But if this is too syllogistic,

let us look at the matter more in detail, and in speaking of fancy

breeding as a valuable use of time, I shall refer more to its value

to youth than to adults.

The need of a knowledge of law is seen in every department of

life. In science, the student or cxiicrimenter finds himself al once

face to face with the unchanging laws of nature, and the first les

son he learns is that if he would find the truth of what he examines

he must work in accordance with law, and not against it. In fact,

all the truth that he finds is law, law as seen in thecsfahlished re-

lations of elements and things. Science is the sphere of exact

truth, and in so far as the scientist is trained in perceiving law,

so far is he a successful worker in his sphere of labor.

Nor is this less true of the man who works in the sphere of mor-

als or right. All our experience teaches us that true society is

that in which a law of order prevails. Just as the elements of n.a-

ture harmoniously exist by law to make some organic whole, just

as the words of the poem, or the colors of the picture are grouped

by a law of order to represent some central idea of beauty, so is it

with the organic whole of society, so is it with the true" poetry of

life," and that picture of humanity, whose blending tints and col-

orings gladden the eye.

The same thing is also true in the sphere of beauty. The artist

finds that his inspection serves him in so far as it prompts him to

discern the law of beauty. The very idea which leads him on is

that vision of the higher relations which in itself is the divine re-

vealing of true nature. His genius originates and works by law,

that law of habit which transmitted becomes instinct.

Law is then the great fact we find in life, and one of the most

important questions of education is, how shall we best learn of this

secret order or law of nature ? Can we learn it in any other way
than by dealing with it through experience ; by becoming acquaint-

ed with it at first hand ? Is even the moral law best taught us by

wordy precepts and homilies % He learns it most truly and ef-

fectively who learns most truly how to observe the life about him.

Good-boy stories, rewards of merit, and sugared rules never take

the child into the depths of that sublime order and harmony of law

which will encompass liim all his life, aiding him if he works with

it, crushing him if he works against it. Into the secret counsels

of all-wise and loving nature, he only is admitted who lays off

the earthly sandals of conceit and sees that even the bnsh besiile

him grows out of holy ground. If a child can see what there really

is in bird and bush, in flower, pebble and stone, he sees all depths

of life and being, he reads the law of relations in this all-pervading

harmony of the universe, and in it—not outside of it—catches

glimpses of that Eternal Spirit whose life throbs in his own.

But what has this to do with the breeding of fancy stock ? Why,
simply this : Fancy stock, or more properly thorough-bred stock, is

only successfully bred by the closest study of law, and the closest

adherence to it in every step of the pursuit. Moreover, fancy stock

has a charm and power over the minds of all lovers of the benuti-

ful in living forms, which holds both child and adult to his work

with strong attracting power. It offers no dull test to which some

penalty must be appended in case of neglect, but it charms the ob-

server, and draws rather than drives him into essential knowledge.

It works by the power of love rather than fear, yet this very love

outside bira is the mother of fear within his own breast, and re-

veals penalties that cut deeper than the Insh. What more awfid

to the young breeder than the sickness, death, or careless loss of a

pet pigeon, or rabbit. What more mortifying than vermin in his

chicken coop, or foul air in his rabbit hutch ! His conscience re-

proves him of neglect, and amidst those experiences a true con-

science is every day cultivated. Yes, and that true knowledjje of

the conditions of success in any enterprise is daily acquired. Does

he not know how to breed his pigeons true to a featlier ; and docs

he not learn patience, perseverance, and carefulness in this 1 Why
that disqualifying color in these young liirds ? He will find out.

I find that " blood tells," even down to the third and fourth gene-

fation. I confess that, when a boy, the Scripture passage, "the sins

of the fathers shall be visited upon the children, to the third and

lourth generation" was alway misunderstood by me luitil I bred

pigeons. They furnished mc with a better commentary than the

big books I handled.
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Now the wee word that I have to say to parents is this. Don't

leave the education of your children wholly to the common school,

nor vet to the Sunday-school, or tlic learning of moral precepts.

Let them go lo work on the problems of life themselves, and Hnd

out the laws of nature by experience and observation. Every boy

loves animals, and this love is often a sanctifying influence in his

life. It will not only draw out the tender side of his nature, but

the stern also ; for it will teach him to bravely meet difficulties and

discouragements, atid to win success over them by conformity to

law. Aid him too, yourself, so that he shall have clearly before

him a good type to breed towards, and so that his attention may

be called to the little prosy details of care which his enthusiasm

may be tempted to overlook. When he can successfully and prof-

itably breed poultry and pigeons, he has learned something that

will serve him all his life, and which he cannot learn except by

experience. It will teach hira also, lessons in morality. There

is a direct connection between the laws which govern the success-

ful raising of pigeons or rabbits, and the eternal law of right. It

will keep him also out of bad company, and furnish employment

for those heavy hours of idleness, when temptation most power-

fully assails him. I well remember the interest which I took in

such employment, and the part it played in my true cducatioji.

Let parents then give their boys a chance to keep some sort of pet

stock, and they will find it pays. It is a profitable investment for

themselves, and if the youngsters get as much pleasure out of tlie

occupation as did the writer it will be profitable to them.

W. G. ToDu.

FRIZZLED FOWLS
"Friesland" fowls is a name often applied to this breed of

fowls, although on what foundation has never been satisfactorily

accounted for, as this breed is not confined to one particular

country, it being found in nearly every part of the world. Close

observers of all the Asiatic breeds, liut more especially the Co-

chins and Brahnias, have not failed to notice that feathers in the

neck hackles have a tendency to twist, and this defect has been

called by fanciers " twisted hackles." Several causes are assigned

for this defect, which it is unnecessary here to enumerate, but of

this we are quite certain, that twisted hackles have a strong ten-

dency to become hereditary, so much so that experienced breeders

do not hesitate to say that by mating together such defective

hackled birds, partly frizzled fowls would be sure to be produced.

Hence the breed of frizzled fowls is not indigenous to any coun-

try. Apart from these, however, there is now a distinct breed of

frizzled fowls which breed true to feather and markings, and are

of different colors of plumage, some white, others brown or par-

tridge colored, and some black. White is the most usual color

shown in England, but black is by some breeders considered the

handsomest bird.

Nearly all frizzled fowls have neat rose combs and short dark
legs. The chief peculiarity is, however, in the plumage, every

feather being curled back in the wrong direction, as if the bird

had been roughly stroked the wrong way, and presents a most
grotesque appearance. The tail feathers are not recurved like

those on the body, but the webs are loose and disconnected. From
the loose and unprotected character of the plumage they are said

to be rather susceptible to cold or wet, and therefore have the re-

putation of being delicate, and this would seem reasonable, al-

though breeders who have kept them for years, do not endorse

that statement. Mrs. Taylor, of Ardgillan Castle, Balbriggan,

Ireland, writing in the " Illustrated Book of Poultry " says :

" I have kept White Frizzled fowls now for seven or eight

years, and think them a most useful and profitable variety. They
are always first to lay in the autumn, which I attribute to their

early moulting—my poultry woman writes me from home that

they are all featherless already (June 10th). They are also excel-

lent mothers, and from their feathers being nothing but fluff, they

always seem to keep their eggs warmer than other hens when sit-

ting. They have a very marked power to reproduce their pecu-

liarities—the turned back feather and rose comb—even when seve-

ral times crossed with other breeds. I have also remarked that

although the parent birds in my pure bred runs are all white, a

jet black chicken has often been produced ; which fact and the

observations of Captain Tollomache in the Mauritius, led me to

believe that the black is not an original variety. The first I ever

possessed came from a farmer in Westmeath, and at that time

they were common both in that coimty and in Cavan. I have

since tried to obtain some from that locality, but they are nearly

extinct, and [ could not meet with any true bred specimens. My
first birds were not pure white, but each feather had very delicate

penciling of gray, which Paptain ToUemache states is the general

color of the Mozambique fowl in the Mauritius. By always

selecting the whitest birds, my stock is now pure white, but a

black chick still occasionally appears. I consider them the most

valuable fowls I possess. They are excellent for the table, and

even a hen two years old gives very white meat, aud much more

t'.nder than that of any other variety. The smallness of their

bones also makes them desirable for the table. They seldom

or never want to sit, and are, to my taste, very ornamental.

They are very hardy, and the chicks easily reared. They are

also slow in feathering ; and therefore require to run long with

the hen, but on the other hand there is no harbor for vermin."

Captain ToUemache, to whom reference is made by Mrs. Tay-

lor, in the same publication writes " The Hurricane Fowls," as

they are there (Mauritius) called, are very common, es])ecially in

the best camps of the Malibars. The name arose from the happy

idea of their progenitor being caught in a hurricane, and so hav-

ing their feathers all blown the wrorg way. ' They are natives

of thMt part of the African coast opposite Madagascar, hence I

should say the proper name would be the Madagascar fowl.

Their color is generally brown, but I have seen them in much
brighter colors, each feather being barred with brown and yellow,

giving the appearance of shot silk. I never saw them white. I

have bred them myself, but am sorry to say that I did not then

observe th' ir habits and peculiarities very closely. I can, how-

ever, say that they were very good layers, laying a nice egg, and

also very good eating. They are also very careful and excellent

biingers-up of a young family."

Naturalists state that the F'rizzled Fowl is to be found through-

out Southern Asia, Java, Sumatra, and the Philippines. It is

also to be found in Ceylon, but is said not to be a native of that

place, having been brought there from Batavia. It is also stated

to be found in the West Indies. The chief point to be observed

in breeding these fowls is neatness in the frizzled plumage, and in

choosing stock birds this point should not be lost sight of.

—

Canada Farmer.

Mr. Henn was promoted at a recent political convention in

Illinois, and greatly assisted in laying resolutions on the table.

The Alabama Planter complains that its little garden-patch was

unprofitable last season : "The snails ate up the cucumbers; the

chickens ate up the snails ; the neighbors' cats ate up the chickens,

and we are now in search of something that will eat up the cats \"

Bugs, Worms and Chickisn Cholera.—A correspondent of

the Prairie Fa I m-r says: "We have noticed that whenever the

chickens follow the plow, and gorge themselves with bugs and

wi.rms, soon cholera breaks out among them. Our remedy is :

—

To one gallon of sour milk, add a tablespoonful of powdered

alum, set it in shallow vessels, where the chickens can drink as

often as they choose. We have used this remedy for the last

three years, and none of our chickens die with cholera, when wo

attend to it in time."
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«
PiqEofJ DEpy^F^jiviEfJT-

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

"PIGEON RACES."
New Yokk, June 6th, 1876.

Editor Fanciees' Jotiknai. :

In your Journal of June the 1st I see an account of three

pigeon races. One from Wilmington to Philadelphia, the other

from Newarlc to Philadelphia, and the third race was between three

of my birds, and five of the Philadelphia fanciers', their birds flying

from North East 52 miles on the Baltimore road, and mine flying

from Trenton, 56 miles on the Philadelphia road.

In regard of the first race, I don't know anything about it.

The second race from Newark to Philadelphia, in which race Mr.

James Grist won the 1st prize in 1 hour 90 seconds. Mr. Buck-

ley the 2d prize in 1 hour 16 minutes, and Mr. Woods the :i<\

prize in 1 hour 22 minutes. There must certainly have occurred

a mistake either in Mr. Thomas Grist's letter, or in the time keep-

ing when the birds arrived, as there is not, or never was a pigeon

in Philadelphia, who can fly the distance from Newark to Phil-

adelphia in one hour 90 seconds. Newark is about 80 miles

from Philadelphia instead of 40 miles, as Mr. Grist says in his

letter.

Now in regard to the third race, in which three of ray birds

flew, and five of the Philadelphia fanciers'. This race did not

come oflF in a fair way at all, although not with any bad inten-

tion on the part of the Philadelphia fanciers' I think. I will ex-

plain, Mr. Editor, the bad management of the race, and you will

see as well as your numerous readers, that my birds flew under

the greatest disadvautages.

The 6th of May, the day of the race, the weather was very

cloudy, and as is often or generally the case, it grew gradually

clearer coming towards noontime, in fact at 12 o'clock the at-

mosphere was clear and free from all haziness. Our conditions

were that my birds should fly at the same hour that those of

Philadelphia should fiy, and with an intermission of fifteen min-

utes between each bird. My first bird was tossed at 9:30, my
second at 9:45, and my third at 10 o'clock, while Mr. James
Grist's birds were tossed, the first at 10:15, the second at 10:30,

and the third at 10:45, or each bird three quarters of an hour

later than mine. Now, sir, my first tossed bird was ray good

Silver Dun Cock, Jupiter, who won the gold raedal and the silver

cup last year, my second tossed was a blue hen, also always one

of my swiftest birds to come home from any voyage, and who
won first last year from Monmouth Junction, and my third

tossed one was a blue cock who flew from Philadelphia last year.

My two first tossed birds came home together at 11:54, and my
third tossed bird came home at 11:54|-. Trenton being 56 miles

from New York, and a bird being able to fly a mile in 1 minute,

that is with clear weather and favorable wind, ray birds ought to

have arrived in about one hour, had the weather not been cloudy.

The arrival of my birds, all three coming home so to say together.

proves that they all three had to fly until after 11 o'clock before

the weather was sufficiently cleared up to find their destination,

as my two first tossed birds, who flew from Trenton two days

before in 1 hour and 5 minutes, needed now the 1st, 2 hours 24

minutes, the 2d, 2 hours and nine minutes, and my 3d 1 hour and

54 minutes. Is this not conclusive enough to show, and plainly

too, that if Mr. Grist's birds had flown at the same time, and in

the same atmosphere, the result of the race would have been dif-

ferent altogether?

I have protested against the management of the race, and have

requested to have it flown over again ; but as I was persuaded by

my friend T. Grist, that it was not of the Philadelphia fanciers'

fault, that their birds flew three-quarters of an hour later than

mine, but that it was on account of the train being behind time;

and as I had won from the Philadelphia fanciers in three consecu-

tive races last year, I have dropped the matter, and we have now
made an arrangement to fly another match on the 27 th of this

month, from Easton, Pennsylvania, which is about 85 miles from

New York, and also about the same distance from Philadelphia.

Which will make this race a fair one in every respect, is that

Easton lays in about the same direction from New York as from

Philadelphia, and as the birds will all be tossed in the same time,

with nearly the same wind and in the same atmosphere there will

bo no advantage for the one bird against the other. This is after

the Belgian style, and their long year's experience the Belgians have

in training and racing pigeons, should be taken in consideration,

and followed here. I have spoken with several American and

English fanciers of homing birds, and all concur in the letting

loose of all the birds together in a prize race. Mr. Waefelaer of

Hoboken, N. J., will make the entry fee from currency in gold,

that is to say that if twenty birds are entered at $5 per bird, there

will be one hundred dollars prizes, which amount Mr. Waefelaer

will change from currency in gold.

Mr. Thomas Grist, in the name of the Philadelphia fanciers

proposed that we should fly our birds from Easton and their's from

about the same distance on the Baltimore road. I wrote Mr.

Waefelaer about it, and see here his answer ; he says :
" The Phila-

delphia fanciers are unjust; I think it very reasonable that in a

concourse or race the pigeons should be let loose all together at

once, just as it is done in Europe ; and the South East route, in

which direction Easton lays, I believe, both from New York and

Philadelphia, has its advantages just as well as his disadvantages

for one party as for another."

Any fancier acquaintedwith the racing and flying of the homing

Antwerps, must see the correctness of Mr. Waefelaer's remarks,

and I request some of the fanciers to express their views in this

Journal.

Besides the premium, Mr. Waefelaer offers to make the prizes

gold instead of currency. I will give the Philadelphia fanciers a

chance to win back the silver cup which I won from them last

year, and I will also give them a chance to win back the $25 which

I won from them last fall by forfeit in the intended Pfiiladelphia

and Baltimore race, challenging any Philadelphia fancier for this

amount in the Easton race of the 27th.

I trust then that this race will come off in a straight and

forward way, and certainly Mr. Waefelaer and myself will do all

what lays in our power to arrange things that no reason of com-

plaint will be left to any one, and that the quickest bird will win

the prize of honor, as also the first money prize, and the other

swiftest birds the other prizes.

Trusting Mr. Editor that you will give the above a place in the

next issue of your going ahead paper, I remain yours respectfully,

John Van Opstal,

4 Lewis St., N. Y.

What sort of fish does the hen like ? Answer—The perch.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJVT.
CORRECTION.

In No. 20 of our paper, in the article " The Bulletin and our

Standard," the quotation "the outer toes being well feathered

thereof," should read " being well feathered to the ends thereof"

THIRD AND LAST CALL.

Will the few members of tlie A. P. A., who have not favored

me with their card photographs, {especiatly those who have writ-

ten they desh'ed to be represented in the group, and would soon

send ^c) please do so ^ I am very anxious all should be in.

Address, G. 0. Brown,
Brooklandville, Md.

liMPORTATION.

Arrived by steamer Adriatic, June 6th, a ti'io of White Crested

Black Polands, for Andrew Sugden of this city, from Mr. Henry
Belden, England, price paid, fifteen guineas or about $90. Think
of that, ye that think $25 a large sum for a good pair. Mr Bel-

den says that it would be very difficult to get another trio in

England equally as good in every respect. He recommends
covered runs for this breed, in which advice we coincide, as no-

thing injures their health more than being exposed in damp, wet

Ishmael; or, In the Depths,—Is the name of Mrs. Emma
D. E. N. Southworth's best work, just published in book form,

for the first time, by T. B. Peterson & Brothers, Philadelphia,

Pa. It is said to be the best work ever written by Mrs. South-

worth, and has never before been published except in the " New
York Ledger," in which paper it was issued many years since,

nnder the name of " Self-Made ; or, Out of the Depths." Mrs.

Southworth, in the prefiice to " Ishmael," says :
" This story, in

book form, has been called for by thousands, during several years

past, but the author has reserved it until 1876, as her contribu-

tion to the Centennial ; not only because she considers it to be

her very best work, but because it is peculiarly a National Novel,

being founded on the life and career of one of the noblest of our

countrymen, who really lived, suffered, toiled, and triumphed in

this land ; one whose inspirations of wisdom and goodness were
drawn from the examples of the heroic warriors and statesmen of

the Revolution, and who, having by his own energy, risen from

the deepest obscurity to the highest fame, became in himself an

illustration of the elevating influences of our Republican Institu-

tions. ''In the Depths," he was born indeed—In the very depths

of poverty, misery, and humiliation. But through Heaven's

blessing on bis aspirations and endeavors, he raised himself to

the summit of fame. He was good a.s well as great. His good-

ness won the love of all who knew him Inlimately. His great-

ness gained the homage of the world. He became, in a word,

one of the brightest stars in Columbia's diadem of light. His

identity will be recognized by those who were familiar with his

early personal history ; but for obvious reasons, his real name
must be veiled under a fictitious one here. Ills life is a guiding

star to the youth of every land, to show them that there is no

depth of human misery from which they may not, by virtue,

energy, and perseverance, rise to earthly honors, as well as to

eternal glory." It Is published in a large duodecimo volume of

over seven hundred pages, bound In morocco cloth, gilt back

price SI. 75, and Is for sale by all Booksellers, or copies of it will

be sent to any one, at once, on their remitting the price of it In a

letter, to the Publishers, T. B. Peterson & Brothers, Philadel-

phia, Pa.

CoF^i=^ESp'Op]DEfJCE.

information wanted.

Editor Fanciers' Journal:

If it is not asking too much, would some one who knows, tell

how to make a food suitable for soft-billed birds ?

Yours respectfully,

R. I. W.

incubator.

Mr. Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir,—In No. 16, of the Journal, I gave an account ot

an Incubator that I have been trying ; invented by Chas. B.

Jaques. Have given it two trials. At the first I found chicks in

all the eggs but four, which were not Impregnated. Some of the

chicks picked the shell, then died. Others came out themselves,

but more I picked out. Have good healthy chicks from first

experiment. I tilled it again with very large eggs procured from

another party, (my ideas were large) and also put in one Brown
Leghorn egg. Kept heat better than at first trial—hatched but

one chick, and that my Brown Leghorn. I told the party, from

whom I received the eggs, of my success, and by way he laughed,

think it was a " put up job " on me. Shall try the incubator

again, using my own eggs.

Yours, John H. Bishop.

North Attleboro, Mass., May 18, 1876.

" young breeder."

Dear Journal:

I have been amused, if not edified by the learned articles that

have appeared from time to time from the pens of Young Breeder

and his opponents. But my dear Journal will your many readers

call me thick-headed if I say I cannot see where the benefit to the

poultry fraternity comes in? Would not your readers be the bet-

ter pleased If those communications were thoroughly pruned "!

And would it not be an exemplification of a part of your motto,

"Eorain" It seems to me that writers in the poultry journals

are too prone to rush madly into print without due consideration.

Their effusions are replied to and the controversy frequently ends

in " You did," " I didn't." I am happy to say that you, dear

Journal, are not much inclined to countenance that class of writ-

ers. And now in all candor, with malice to none, I ask if this

tends to the upbuilding of the poultry interests, and the elevation
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and moralizing; of the fraternity t If so, then should this be

replied to, and I be termed thick-headed, the appellation will be

received in all meekness and humility.

Yours &c. Piio Bono Pdblico.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

GKEAT AND SMALL.

A .'iparrow, twitierinfj by a door,

Seemed to a lark up-soaring hish,

His anthem at heaven's gate to pour,

In ricli rejoicing melody,

A poor dull thing, unworthy birth,

A voiceless ciimberer of the earth.

But by the cottage window lay

A little sickly, pining child ;

The lark was all too fiir away,

She could not hear his rapture wild
;

But loved to listen all day long

The sparrow's little twittering song.

Thus lark and sparrow equ^illy

Had fitting service duly given

—

The one to pour, in raptum high.

His soul in music meet for heaven

;

The other by its twittering,

To soothe a lone child's suffering.

And, knowing this, I will not fear

My song, however faint, to sing
;

It may be to some suffering ear

Some note of mine may comfort bring
;

In God's great world there's room for all

—

For lark and spariow, great and small.
— .S. /S'. in Sundai/ at Home.

Annuals, Biennials, and Perennials.

—The term "annual" is given to those plants which grow,

flower, seed, and die within the same year.—"Biennials" are those plants that do not flower until the

second season, and, after blooming, die.—"Perennials" are those th«t do not generally bloom until

the second year, but continue to bloom for years, and may be pro-

pagated by a division of the roots.

—A Seige Raised by a Pig.—During the seige of Edessa by

the Persians, an immense elephant bearing on his back a lofty

tower filled with archers, advanced like a terrible machine, from

the top of which poured a continuous shwer of darts and arrows.

There was great d -nger of the wall being cscaladed at this spot,

when a Roman soldier took it into bis head to suspend a pig by a

cord, and angle it before the eleplant. This animal ajipearcd

amazed at the horrible noi>e made by the suspended pig, and re-

treated in such haste as to place his masters' troops in danger.

The citizens sallied forth, the Persians were routed and the seige

was over.

J. M. McCann.

—Manx Cats.—Your correspondent, P. Welch, asks for some
information as to the native place and origin of the Ma^x or no-

tailed Cats, and S|ieaks of a race or family of them in Japan ; a

statement which, while I do not dispute it, I have never heard or

read of before ; neither wild or domestic animals, except the dog,

are numerous in that strange land.

How the singular variety of the domestic cat without a tail

came about, is extremely doubtful, or where it first appeared.

Both are enigmas which have yet to be soved, and a correct

answer given. The Manx Cat is not blessed with the "fatal gift

of beauty" by any means. A black one with glaring eyes, red

eyelids, and stump tail, is a most uncoutldy looking beast which
would seem to have been made especially to be the familiar of the

ancient sorcerers, and I should not be snr))rised to learn that the

Witch of Endor had one of the notailers to accompany her upon
her nocturnal excursions. There's no trusting to appearances,

however, as your correspondent gives his family of tail less felines,

a very good character. As I write I glance my eye upon a most
savage rascal with a miserable apology fur a tail, and feel thank-

ful that he is—a /lajHterf one, closely confined in a walnut frame,

ani suspended over my book-iase. VVere he alive, I should not

waut him quite so near me, notwithstanding the " love and confi-

dence " Mr. Welch says his race may be made to possess.

HnoN.

—The second week in April was very cold and stormy through-
out Great Britian, with much snow. Many of the migratory birds
had arrived, and they suffered greatly. Tlic swallow and martins
were so exhausted by cold and lack of food that they could hardly
fly, and might have been killed by the dozen. Several were seen
floating upon ponds in the morning at one place, which indicates
that a great number must have succumbed to the inclemency of
the weather. Gulls have been seen in great numbers many miles
from the sea. Wall fruit and pear trees suffered much, and rasp-
berries, and in some places potatoes, were completely cut up.

—

Foi'est^' Stream.

—The power of serpents to charm birds and small animals is

now admitted by eminent naturalists ; I dont believe that aM snakes
possess this power. Have never heard of any species of water-
snake attempting to exert it. As their food consists princpally

of frogs and fish, the gift would be a useless one to them. I have
often seen birds pursuing snakes, darting down almost upon their

very heads and yet they made no effort to use their power of
charming. May it not be trne that serpents possesed of this power
only attempt to exercise it when all other means of obtaining food

have failed 1

A gentleman once told me that he saw a squirrel jumping from
tree to tree in a singular manner all the time uttering pitiful and
peculiar cries ; he soon perceived the head of a large Black Snake
(Coluber C'o«s(rzctor) protruding from a hole in the tree, and this

it was that seemed to cause the squirrel its uneasiness. He watch-
ed them attentively—sometimes the squirrel would leap from tree

to tree, a distance of twenty or thirty yards from the serpent, but
would alwavs return again and finally passed directly over its

bead into the hollow of the tree. That the act of the squirrel was
involuntary, and that it was drawn to itsdeath by some irresistible

power is certain. I once saw a snake of the same species charm a

ground squirrel (7\imuis) audi am convinced that it was not the

deadly power of the serpent's eyes alone that enabled it thus to se-

cure its victim. In this instance the squirrel would often retreat

to a considerable distance, and could not see the snake, but it re-

turned again and again from seeming safety to certain danger, ap-

pToa<hing nearer and nearer having no power to resist until it was
seized by the charmer. J. M. McCann.

AND YOUNG FOLKES' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' .Tournal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadclpliia, for tlie week ending June 11th, 1876.

13 Horned Toads [Plirpiosoma cornuta). Presented by Chas.
Noble, Phila.

1 1 Prai rie Dogs ( Ci/nomijs ludivicianus) . Born in the garden.

1 Gold n-naped Amazon (Chrysotisaaripalliata). Presented by
Willie W. Walker, Phila.

1 Wdd Cat (ii/Ha; )-(i/i)s). Purchased.
1 Loggerhead Turtle (Chelonia careita) . Presented by Jerry
Nolan, Phila.

3 Loggerhead Turtles {C. care(ta). Presented by John Fletcher,

Phila.

2 Screech Owls (Scops asio). Presented by M. C. Taylor,
Toughkenamon, Pa.

ARTHnK E. Bkown, Gen. Sup't.

(For Fanciers' Journni.>

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF RABBIT FANCIERS.
Manohestek, England, May lat'n, 1876.

My Dear Mr. Wade :

—

The " National Society of Rabbit Fanciers" is now holding its

first grand exhibition, open to general competition, in the bottom

Waste Brokers' exchange, in this City.

About two hundred and eighty entries are exhibited from all

parts of the country. It is probably the finest exhibition of rab-

bits ever held. Many great winners at London, and other shows

have in consequence to receive second, third or fourth honors, or

even less. There are ten regular classes, besides which, a class is

provided for litters under ten weeks old, any other variety than

the ten named classes, common rabbit, selling class, and a selling

class for lops only, making fourteen classes in all. Except in the
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clflss for litters, single specimens only (buck or doe) are exhibited,

rerliaps it would be more satisfnctory if the funds would allow of

it, to have a separate class for each sex. Six classes of the four-

teen are for lo])earcd ralibits.

Class I, Lop-eared, self colored, ten entries. The first prize,

and [.'old medal for best rabbit in tlie show, was taken by one of

the best black lops ever seen, a doc whose ears measured twenty-

three and seven-eitjhths inches in length, by five and five eights

inches in width—she has large size, good dewlap, and is very fine

in carriage, and her catalogue price is £.50 sterling. Second is a

fivwn buck, eight months old, a good all-property rabbit, with

cars twenty-three and five-cighlhs inches by five inches and one-

eighth. Third, the largest lop-cared rabbit in the show, a strong,

robust, black buck, with gray hairs scattered through his coat—he

is excellent in bead, eye and carriage, with cars twenty-three and

one eighth inches, by five and seven eighths inches. Amongst the

r.abbits which did not win in this class, was a famous London

lop, with ears over twenty-four inches in length—but it has

no other quality to recommend it, its width of ears not being

in good proportion to the length, whilst its head, body, style and

carriage are inferior to many under-sized, common rabbits.

Lop cared, tortoise shell—Fourtcecn entries. The prize rabbits

in this class were very good throughout in head, eye, and carriage,

the does having good dewlaps, a property seldom possessed by a

buck rabbit, which often makes it difficult to judge when both

sexes compete togetlier. First, a buck, twenty-three and one-

fourth inches by five and one-fourth in earage ; second, a doe,

ears twenty-three by five inches ; third, also a doe with ears

twenty-two and three-fourths inches by five and one eighth inches.

Fourth, a buck, ears twenty-two and a half by five and one-eighth

inches.

Lop-eared, black and white—Eleven entries.—An extraordinary

class. First and second were very beautiful does, third and fourth,

bucks ; earage, first, twenty-three by five and one-half inches; sec-

ond, twentj'-thrce by five and one-fourth inches; third, twenty-three

by five and one-fourth inches; fourth, twenty-two and three-fourths

by four and three-fourths inches.

Lop-eared, yellow and white.—Twelve entries.—First, a very

grand doe, as superior in head, e_ye and dewlap as in earage;

ears twenty-three by five and one-fourth inches ; second, a buck,

cars twenty-two and one-fourth by five and one-eighth inches

;

third, in this class is one of the finest does in the show, although

her ears are only twenty-two by five inches. She has about the

finest eye and head, with good dewlap, and beautiful carriage,

and shows by her robust, healthy appearance that she has not been

forced, by being kept in an unnaturally hot room ; fourth, a buck,

twenty-one and three-fourths by four and three-fourths inches in

ears.

Lop-eared, any other color, were principally gray and white,

not a fashionable color. First, gray and white, buck, a large rab-

bit, ears twenty-two and three-fourths inches, by five and one

eighth ; second, twenty-two and one-eighth by five and one-eighth

inches; third, the same in length of ear, but one-eighth less in

width.

I have been particular in getting the earage of the winners, but

the longest eared rabbits did not invariably win, and where they

did not win they were invariably either not mentioned, or did not

get higher than a high commendation.

The prize list would also differ Tcry much if the sexes were sep-

arated for the reason given above.

Besides the lop-eared classes, are Himalayan, Silver Gray, Bel-

gian Hare, Dutch and Angora.

Himalayan.—21 entries, were a hard class to judge, the

jioiiits of ears, feet and noses of some of the specimens being so black

as to cause a su.spicion of their being dyed. This class of rabbits

(and abeautiful onoit is) isprobably bred as near perfect as it ever

will be. It is a most popular variety, pure white in body color,

with black feet and black tips of ears and nose—or u.sually a burnt

sienna color terminating in a nearly black point.—The difficulty

in breeding being to get the points a jet black is a great tempta-

tion to some breeders to use a little dye for tliat purpose.

Silver Gr.iys, 22 entries, a difficult variety to breed perfect; the

fur should be dark in color evenly tipped throughout (every hair)

with silver. Winter is probalily the time for this variety to show

to advantage, although great numbers are bred. Where a speci-

men of this variety wins at one good show, its victory is very likely

to be often repeated, which proves the diflSculty of breeding them

to a high- standard.

Belgian Hares, 15 entries. This is a true rabbit, but has a

great deal of the appearance of a hare. They are not so large as

the Patagonian rabbits, but are next to them in size. The sliow

in (his class is nothing extra as an exhibition of large rabbits.

Dutch, 21 entries. 1'his charming variety of ral]bit docs not

show any advance in quality. The specimens that are not too

wide in collar or imperfect in blaze, are too large. The society has

a good work before it in improving this variety, or in bringing it

back small size and good markings. In one of the litters of this

variety is the first apjjroach to tortoise-shell Dutch, ])robably ever

seen—not a perfect specimen but a beautiful combination of black,

yellow and white.

Angora, 19 entries. The best class outside of the lops. Eight

of the nineteen entries were mentioned by the judges. The form

of the rabbits, carriage, length, and color of fleece leave little room

for improvement.

The largest rabbit in the show was a Patagonian doe in the va-

riety class. Yours truly,

John. H. Ckter.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 23.

(Ursidce, Major and Minor.)

In a former paper we have had some talk about the playful

little " sun bears," which have a pleasant home in the carnivora

house, but we have not as yet tackled a grizzly, black, brown, or

even a cinnamon bear, and we now propose to pay a visit to the

home of the above bruins, which is in the substantial bear pits in

the south-eastern part of the grounds of the Zoological gardens.

These bear pits are three in number, built of stone, in a tasteful

and substantial manner, well adapted for the comfort and con-

venience of the captives therein, and have cost the society about

five thousand dollars. They are located in a pleasant position,

facing the river walk, where, in the heat of summer, a dense shade

from the fine old trees will fall upon the captive animals, shelter-

ing them from the noonday sun.

Not only have the neces.sities of the bear's life been cared for, but

his amusements have also been looked to, and from the centre of

the pits rise good solid tree trunks, with plenty of limbs up which

bruin may climb, and to the top of which he will quickly mount

if you place thereon a piece of honey, or a good big apple. All

the bears are great climbers, even grizzly, who has been supposed

to be too heavy and clumsy for that kiud of work. This is a

mistake, as any visitor can see who will enter the garden with

some sweet morsel, to tempt grizzly to play

—

" Little bye baby, on the tree top."

Allow me, Halchen mio, to introduce to you. Rose Giizzly.

She is well worth your notice; there are few anim.als so widely

and deservedly dreaded as the grizzly bear, as it is acknowledged

the superior in power to all the animals ranging over North

America. The other members of the Ursine family are not given

to attacking human beings, unless wounded, or their presence
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invaded, but the grizzly is a perfect Ishmael ; his " hand is against

every m;m " as soon as he sees him, be he mounted or on foot,

armed or unarmed ; while his capacity and courage as a" figlitist"

are so great, that to slaughter cnc in fair combat, is rather a

wonderful achievement on the part of the hunter, and which

entitles him to much honor among his fellows.

And yet grizzly is not without liis innate fear of man. Though

he will attack one without hesitation, yet beseems not bold enough

to follow up his track, and if he even comes into a current of air

tainted by man's presence, he will escape as fast as his clumsy

looking legs will let him, and to the natural instinctive fear of man,

more t'jan one hundred has owed his precious life.

In the earlier years of the grizzly (in cubhood, we might say)

lie can boast of a beautiful fur coat, brown in color, with a dark

stripe all down his spine ; so thick, long, and shaggy is his fur

that it shakes up and down at every step he takes in his ungainly

walk or shuffle. As he gets older, however, you cannot depend

upon recognizing him by color alone, for it becomes very variable.

In some of his race it will be a dullish brown flecked with white

hairs ; in others the entire i'ur is of a beautiful steel gray—in

every case, however, the grizzled hairs (which give the animal its

peculiar name) are very conspicuous, and cause a tendency to

whiteness.

All the animals inhabiting the land over which the grizzly ranges

stand in fear of him, and his skin even—flesh and bones out of

it—will by its sight or scent, frighten some of them " into fits,"

while the bolder predaceous brutes hold him in such respect that

they will not touch anj'thing he has killed, for fear of punishment;

the mere imprint of Kose's delicate feet on one of the slopes of

her native Eocky Mountains would be a warning a hungry wolf

would not be foolish enough to disregard.

The grizzly can be but partially tamed at the best. When
quite young he is playful and somewhat amusing in his antics,

but he loses his playfulness as he gets older, and being by nature

rough in his manners, he is rather a dangerous playfellow,

especially when be has grown to his full size, which is aljout eight

feet six inches in length, and nearly the same in girth round his

body—as broad as he is long you see—and his weight then shoidd

be about eight hundred pounds. Grizzlies have been found west

of the Rocky Mountains, larger than this, however.

The "gentle savage" of the Eocky Mountain regions is not

much given to fear, or the playing of practical jokes, but there is

one joke he is sure to play on the green horn, who comes for the

first time into the presence of a dead grizzly. Now, if you will

take another look at Rose, you will see that she has an enormous

head and a very short tail, and what there is of that caudal appen.

dage, is nearly lost in the thick fur which covers her. Well, when
" Red Modoc " wishes to be funny he persuades the " green horn"

that he can easily lift the ponderous beast if he will seize it by

the tail. Yes, just as the little bird is caught by putting some

fresh salt on its tail.

Now, allow me to introduce you, Halchen mio, to " Reuben "

and his wife, who inhabit the next compartment. "Reub" and

his wife are black,
(
Ursus Americanus) and therefore entitled to

"civil rights" just now. " Reub " was presented to the garden

by his " holiness " the much-m.arried Brigham Young, prophet

and ruler of a "peculiar people." "Reub's tribe it is which

furnishes " bear steak and grease." " Bear steak " is toothsome

to those who love pork, which "abomination " it much resembles

in taste, so much so that the dealers out West, when they find the

bear market overstocked, sell it for hog, but are not always able

to keep the new " I'lymouth commandment "—" Thou shalt not

be found out!
"

The l)lack bear is much more easily tamed than the grizzly,

and not near so dangerous, though he will commit murder if he

gets a chance. Indeed I fear " Reub " has done something worse

—murder I know he has committed. Did not an unfortunate

young cub of his own tribe, offend him by seizing an apple to

which " Reub " thought lie had no right or claim ? Not the first

apple which has caused trouble. (AVoe's me ! that so delicious,

useful and innocent fruit should cause moral as well as physical

death !) Well, did not Reub with one dash and crunch break the

poor fellow's m-ck 1 Aye, did he—and then—(0 ! horrible to

relate) were not twins born unto him, and did they not disappear

—vanish away, leaving not a trace behind, not a feather nor hone?

Now, bears will eat their children, but who did this deed of infanti-

heara cide—whether one or both of these cruel " parients "-—can

never be known, but well might one exclaim with the sublime

poet

—

" If so soon they were thus done for,

We wonder what they were begun for."

It is certain that bears are not particular as to their diet ; being

omnivorous, everything is "fish which comes to their net," but

tliere are two things the bear dearly loves, and which he will risk

much to get—namely, honey and young pig!—separately, he

takes them, however, and his love for the honey has cost him

many a bunged eye and swollen lip by bee stings, while for the

love of the pig, more than one bear has yielded up his life. A
sucking pig, when seized by a bear, is very apt to let the fact be

known in a succession of very loud, if not musical squeals, which

squeals are very likely to fall upon the cars of piggy's owner.

Then "fire irons " are taken down—dogs are let loose—their furious

baying soon sends bear to tree, when rifles very quickly settle

the account of poor bruin.

The brown bear and the cinnamons, which occupy apartments

in the pits, are but varieties of the black bear. The cinnamons

are the most playful of the " pitites," and not being so heavy as

their neighbors, are much more expert in climbing their trees.

A few years ago, " cinnamon " had no particular reason to love

the ladies very much, for many a one " bit the dust " that its rich

brown fur might trim their pelisses, mantles, jackets and other

feminine fixin's." Then, a first-class cinnamon's skin was cheap

at two hundred dollars, but one day Dame Pashion said, " take

the skin of another animal to beautify yourselves with, ladies,"

and she pointed to the " white thighed " monkey
;
poor Jocko had

a hard time after, though the " cinnamons " lived longer, and the

best skin at this day is not worth more than twenty dollars, instead

of two hundred.

Bruin seems a toper by nature I I never knew a tame bear

that would not drink whiskey—if he cculd get it! The proprie-

tor of the " Old Log Cabin " on the Wissahickon, (years ago,

before any one ever dreamed of a park) had, among quite a col-

lection of various animals, a large black bear, which loved whiskey

so well, that without his " tap," he was very trouldesomc and

quite unbearable, and his visitors, to watch his antics, used to

stand treat to him very often. When "half seas over," bruin

would leer, smile, grunt, roll about from side to side, and by

turns be loving or savage. One day, the unfortunate brute came

to a suddden and unnatural death. He was decidedly tipsy,

when some fellow, (more of a brute than he) gave him a porter

bottle containing a considerable quantity of whiskey, well corked

up, as part of the fun was to see the bear extract the cork, a busi-

ness which he seemed to thoroughly understand. Now whether the

bear was too tight, or whether the cork wits too tight, cannot be told,

but by some means the bottle slipped down the poor beast's throat

;

there it stuck, and before relief could be obtained, bruin had

choked to death—a warning to all bears to abstain from whiskey

and whiskey bottles, unless the cork is first extracted.

HUON.

The word honey is undoubtedly derived from the Ilebrc

gho/ieg, which means delight ; an appropriate name.
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A CUNNING COON.

"Once a week " tells the folluwinirentertiiining story of aslircwd

coon the autliormet with some years ago, in America. lie says :

" I was clown South, and had dealings in cotton and sngar, doing

a little bit of duck shooting for a change, in the lagoons, where I

nisi) fished (?) for hideous little alligators, abominations for which

I had a most wholesome hatred.

One day Pete, a gentleman of ebony countenance, opal eyeballs

and ivory teeth, a thoroughly merry darkey who was my compan-

ion in many a fishing trip, came grinning up to me with some

thing tied up in a pocket handkerchief, and on opening it there

rolled out a furry-looking little animal, which proved to be a half-

grown raccoon, one which, on arriving at maturity, was as tame

and companionable as a dog. He was a handsome little fellow, in

his dusky gray coat, white ringed tail and a patch here and there

of white. But it is not of his personal appearance that I wish to

tell, but his antics and tricks. In the former he rciemblcd a kit-

ten in the way in which he would roll over, curve his tail, or seize

mv hand to pretend to bite it ; in the latter he was A 1 in the cun-

ning he displayed. Peter used to say it came nniural to him, but

1 have my suspicions that it was my black friend who taught

" Dick," as I called him, to drink rum and water and get hopelessly

intoxicated thereon ; to find oysters on the shore with their shells

open, and with one rapid dash of the paw, scoop out the mollusk

without getting caught.

Another of " Dick's" games was land crab hunting, and he

would chase the crawling olijccts to their holes, or hunt out the

said holes, and then inserting his paw, he would fish the crab out,

seize him in his mouth, avoiding the nippers, :ind then—scrunch !

—it was all over with the crab, while "Dick" sat blinking with

his bright eyes in thorough enjoyment.

There was not much to be done with " Dick" during the day,

when he would tuck his nose in the warm fur between his legs,

curl up and sleep like a top ; and it was not until evening, that

he would become lively.

Take him down to a lagoon on a moonlight night, and " Dick"

would be in his glory. He would scuffle out to an overhanging

bough, then thoroughly assimilate himself with it by crouching so

close that you could hardly make him out ; and then he would al-

low his busy tail to drop into the water, moving it very softly about,

and waiting for a bite.

He would not wait long as a rule, for over and over again I have

stood and watched him, till I have become aware of a slight move-

ment in the water, when, with a spring that was like lightning,

" Dick" would throw himself ashore and in nine cases out of ten

with a crab tight hold of his bushy tail.

Then there would be a slight scuffle, "Dick" would sit upon
his hind legs, with the captive that had tried hard to regain the

water, hold his prey in his fore paws, and crunch him up with the

greatest of zest, before going to fish for another.

But they were not crabs which always came to" Dick's" fishing

tackle. Before now a little alligator of some eighteen inches long

has seized it, and been shaken off by " Dick," who evidently did

not wish for a nearer acquaintance. The other creatures attracted

were a kind ofturtle—alligator turtles we called them—hideous little

creatures, and with a very small carapace, and a long snaky-look-

ing head and neck, armed with a bird-like, nipping mouth ; I de-

tested the things, placing them ne,\t to alligators ; but "Dick"
liked them, for there seemed to be a good deal of succulent food

contained between their shells. These fellows were very easily

attracted to " Dick's" tail upon his fishing expeditions ; they bit

readily, but the result was not all that conld be desired.

" Dick" would be crouching on a tree trunk, close over one of

the silent, oily-looking reed-fringed pools, when suddenly, as I

watched, a snaky-like head would rise out of the water, followed

by a lumpy shell. Then another and another wonld be thrust up.

and the owners would silently paddle to the moving fur, look at

it intently for a few moments, and then one would make a grab.

Evidently knowing his customers, "Dick" would wait patiently

to let him get hold fast before making his spring. Then off he

would go for the shore or the shallows, with as big a bounce as

Ills muscles would sustain ; but as a rule the result was only a

loud splash, the turtle fell back into the water, and " Dick" had to

resume his tiictics, and generally without success till a crab came,

when, with a short bark of delight, the clever little animal would

set to and feast.

When however, by chance " Dick" 'did succeed in getting his

prey ashore, there was no fight shown beyond one sharp snap made

by the turtle, one easily avoided by "Dick," who would seize the

reptile by the back of the neck, and drag the soft part piecemeal

from between the shells ; for if he were not sharp over his work a

t;isk was in store for him, the turtle giving up all hope of reaching

the water, and retiring within his hard leathery carapace.

" Dick" aflTorded me many an hour's amusement ; but one even-

ing, when I had him out, he must have been seized with a desire

for freedom. He darted off into the undergrowth—.as I thought

in pursuit of something, and he never came back. Domesticity

was all very well ; but " Dick's" motto was evidently, "A life

in the woods for me."

A New Hampshire cat has distinguished herself. A canary-

bird belonging to her mistress recently escaped and flew out of

doors. All attempts to recapture it proved useless, and it soon

flew out of sight. Three days afterward the cat brought the

bird into the house and laid it, tafe and sound, at the feet of its

owner.

Excli/\NqEs.
E^^^Advertisementa under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribing and olTerin-; fur Exchaiiite only, will be allowed at 25 ccntB

for eMch and every insertion, tor every line extra 10 cents will be chnrgcd.

5[^*'*To EXCII.\.NGKS; FOIl CA.SFl'" Or "GREEKBACKS," "WAKTKD a PUaCHASKR,"

or '-WANTED AN uFFEB," etc., etc., caunot uuder any circumstances be admitted

to the Exduin^f or Want column.
a^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

OEO. M. WONSOIV, East Gloucester, Mass., has several trios of

Aylesbury Ducks to exchange for Silver-Spangled llamburgs, White-crested,

White Polands, and Golden Sebright Bantams. My Ducks are very fine, and
laying nicely.

JOSEPH REBItt^:iSTKK, Batavia, N. Y., will exchange one
pair Bed Tumblers, also oue Created .Mule Fan Tail, one White female Jacobin,

for one pair of Turbits. I want good birds.

C, M. BOYNTON, Concord, N. H., will exchange Buff Cochins and
White Leghorns, iu " trios or singly," for a Lawn Mower, or for Gas fixtures,

ornamental ones. Stock firttt-claas. Address as above.

C. H. WILCOX, EarlviUe, Madison Co., N. Y., wants to exchange

some of the following fowls for a pair of Ferrets, one jear old, or Berkshire

Pigs, (pedigree stock, 1 one trio B. B. Red Game, one trio Derby Games, one
pair of Duekwing Games, one pnir of Partridge Coi^hins, one pair Silver-

spangled Hamburgs, four Duekwing Game Bantam cocks. I'owls one and two
years old. Health, true to name, and well marked.

PHIIilP ROGERS, Baltimore, Md., will exchange six or eight

Light Brahma cockerels, last June's hatch, first-class birds, for pullets of

same variety.

WI?I, P. SEAIj, 622 Arch St., Philadelphia, wants to exchange fine

specimens of Selenite from Nova Scotia, and of Cryolite, containing speci-

mens of Galena ; Siderite, and Sulphuret of Iron, from Greenland, for speci-

mens of orei or other minerals. What offers ?

GEO. W. DIXON. Worcester, Mass. , will exchange imported Lops,

Buck 21x5, value §25.00; Buck, 20x4^, value S20.00 ; Doe, 2Ux4^, value

.•?20.00; Doe, IS; x4^, value S12.00. Pair of Jlimalayans, valued SIO.UO—6 in

all, for :?40.00 cash, or merchandise at full value of each animal. White and
Colored Guinea Pigs, and 2 pair young Lops, for most anything excepting live

stock.

A. C. HELTZEIiL, 807 North 2d St., St. Louis, Mo ,
will exchange

Gray Foxes, single or in pairs, not akin, and two to four months old, for B. B.

R. Games, or a male Black and Tan Terrier pup, or offers. All letters promptly

answered.

4>EO. W, SCHEFFER, No. 21 South 2d St., Ilarrisburg, Pa.,

will exchange a young Coach Slut, 4 months old—she is a beauty; alfo 3

Light Brahma hens, pair of fine Peacocks, 1 pair of pure white Muscovy
Ducks, they are large and of good stock ; also small printing press, for Fancy
Pigeons. Make me an offer. Speak quick.
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BOX 'iS^i Middletown, Ct., will exchange a Liver and White Pointer,
16 months old, fairly trained—a staunch dog; for an Euglish Setter, well
broke.

JOHIV a>. AVHI'JTK, Cliicopee, Masg,, will exchange a fine cockerel

and one or two pullets l*artridge Cocbins, for a pair or trio of Golden-penciled
Hamburg pullets. Firatclaas birds wanted.

HERBERT B.ODER, Box 63S, Stamford, Conn., would like to

exchange a few i;ood White Legliorn hens, for Plymouth Kock hens of same
qnality.

JOHN KNOX, No. 9, Pleasant St., Hartford, Conn., would like to ex-
change choice Wliite Leghorn Eggs, for Eggs of some well-known reliable

strain of Brown Leghorns.

J. F. FERRIS, Hartford, Conn., would hke to exchange a policy of
Life Insurance in one of the bast companies in the country, for a good horse
and buggy. Write for particulars. ^___^__
BOOM 7, P. O. Building, Hartford, Conn., would like some fine Ameri-

an Song llirds,or Canaries, with cngen, in exchange for choice selected eggs of
iiost any variety. Write on Postal Cards, or any other cards. Double quick.

JOHN D. WHSXE, Chicopee, Mass., will give fine young pair of
Yellow Barbs, with pearl eyes and short face, for a pair of choice young Duns
of same breed and same qualifications, or pair of Dun Carriers.

J". B. TUCKERMAN, Eaton, Madison Co., N. ¥., will exchange one
pair Pouters for pair Tumblers, one trio Golden Polish and one pair Silkies for

Scotch Terrier or Newfoundland dog pup, or offers in anything else but live

stock. All correspondence answered.

SMITH & BRO., Stony Bronk, N. Y., will exchange
Wing Tnrbits, one pair of Gold Sebrights, Silver Duckwinj
American Dominique, Polands, Hamburgs.

J. H. PHILLIPS, Coventry, N. Y., will exchange one Red Jacobin
cock, Ist premium bird, for "pair of Black or White Pantails. Must be good
birds.

Ci. W, Sl-.YBOLO, 23 Rowland St., Newark, N. J., will exchange a
Red Setter Dog (broken) ; also a Cockers Spaniel, and a \rhite Spitz bitch, for

White Leghorn.'! or Fancy Pigeons. What offers ?

O. A, "WIDMER^ Rochester, N. Y., will exchange Himalayan and
Angora Rabbit.s, Guinea Pig.", Prairie Dogs, Prairie Squirrels, Ferrets, White
Game Bantams, and Ring-Neck Doves, for Flour, Screenings, Peterson's Coin
Book, pure Black Lop-eared Doe, Standard of Excellence, Webster's Un-
abridged Dictionary, or a Modern Atlas. Do'nt be afraid (if it isfrom Roches-
ter.}

A&jPARB, 17 Clinton Place, New York, exchanges splendid Ferrets,

imported Brass Back and Pile Game cucks, pair of Pea fowls, fine red Jacobin
cockfl, imported glass case Watcbes, new and warranted, for Berkshire, York-
shire, Poland China Pigs, eight weeks old, heavy Asiatic fowls, or any variety
of Fancy Pigeons. ____^_______^
FAN<'IER, Rooml

sitting of Duckwing Gamt
horns, Cochins or Brahma

, P. 0. Building, Hartford, Conn., would like a nice

Bantam eggs, in exchange for other eggs of Leg-

ABR4H 4M PERRY, Monroe, N. Y., will exchange his two fine

female Beadle Hound pups, three mouths old, sire is Snider, grand sire im-
ported; some bpst deer dugs in the country, and handsome in every respect

;

pups very nice, one black and white ; other yellow and white, long slim tails.

HARVEY LAMBERT. 1*. 0. Box 25, Emmitsburg. Frederick
Co., Md , will exchange 3 hens aiid 1 cock, White Leghorns, for either capou-
izing instruments, P. Rock, L. or D. Brahma hens or pullets. Game Bantams,
Maltese kitten, Doyle's Poultry Book, Pigeons, Pouters, Magpies, Turbits,
Archangels, Antwerps, Runts, or Mocking Bird.

DR. J, 'B'HOS. BUSSKY, Emmitsburg, Md., wishes to exc
Partridge Cochin cock, 2 pullets, and 2 chicks, Henry & Herstine stra
Houdan pullets, or W. C. B. Poland cock and pullets. Must be No. 1.

A. BERNS, Box 833, East Saginaw, Mich., will give afine Meerschaum
cigar holder, warranted good, very richly colored, for one good Brown Leghorn
cockerel, Ivinner's strain preferred.

BOX 27, Centreville, Md., will exchange a pair of genuine Rabbit
Beagle pups (male and female), 3 months old, small size when grown, for No.
1 Fancy Pigeons, Turbits, Poutei'S, or short face Bulls preferred.

FANCIER, D«?laware City, Del..

hen, for a White Ruffle cock, or Red Fan

H. B. & E. T. BLAKE, Sidney, Ohio, will exchange eggs from
any of the folb.wing varieties : L. Brahma, P. & Buff Cochins, for rare coins,
shot gun, revolver, or anything that don't eat.

WM. B. MARTIN, Box 223. Thomp^onville, Conn., wants Black
lald-hcad Tumbler Pigeons, good birds, mated, in exchange for Partridge
ochiu.a, or Black Breasted Red Game fowls.

"W. I. KOIV, Greensburg, Pa., would exchange a pair of thorough-
bred Berkshire pigs, eight weeks old, not akin, for a pair of thoroughbred
Suffolk pigs, not akin. Nothing inferior given or taken. Write.

?OOK r
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and

ofTeriug one Book for Sale, Exclmiige, or Wanted, will be allowed at 10 cents

ADDUBOIV WANTED—Jos. M. Wade, Rockvillc, Conn., wants i

copy of the above Work. State condition and lowest cash price.

IjED.
READ INSTRUCTIONS AT TUE HEAD OP EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

AI.BERT REMENTERS, 1023, 1025, and 1027, Passyunk Ave.,
Philadelphia, Pa., wants Common Pigeons, at 25 cents per pair, In small and
large lots.

THflRO AND LAST CAIili, Every member of A. P. A.

W. I, ROW, Greensburg, Pa., wants one ci

ingales. Address, with lowest cash price per pair.

two pairs Virginia Night-

C, G. "WISjSON, Millbury, Mass., wants a Silver Duckwing Gamt
Bantam cock, not over two years old ; must have a clear hackle, be long it

the leg, and in every respect a good bird to breed from. Write immediately.

J- S. HOFFMAN, Williamsport, Pa., wants Goldi^n Sebright Ban-
tam hens or pullets ; Blue Pied, Solid Black or Solid White Pouters, and
Pekin Ducks, in exchange for Tegetmeier's Poultry Book ; 18 Nos. of History
and Biography of Eminent Men and Women of Europe and America, (a

splendid work) ; Books to learn German without a teacher ; a good Musket

;

and Light Brahma eggs from first-class stock. No culls or rubbish wanted.
Describe what you have particularly.

S. It. FERRIS, Stamford, Conn., wantsnicefresh-laldeggsof Brown
Leghorns or Game Bantams, in exchange for White Leghorn eggs from a
nicely muted pen of choice liirds.

PIGEON FANCIER, Box 496, Hartford, Conn., wants Common
'igeons, good healthy birds, in lots of 10 pairs and upwards, at 25 cents per
lair, or will exchange good thoroughbred fowls for same.

H. J. HAI.I. <fc rO., Box 496, Hartford, Conn., wants some good
serviceable Water Fountains for Poultry, different sizes, in exchange for eggs

from a magnificent pen of prize- winning Dark Brahmas.

J. F. FERRIS, 216 Main St., Hartford, Conn., wants Ground Bone,

Crushed Oyster Shell, Beef Scraps, or Poultry Fixtures of any kind, for

which X will send choice selected White Leghorn eggs of my well-known lay-

ing strain, at rate of .¥1.50 per dozen.

BLACK ROSE-COMB BANTAMS,
MY SPEOIAIiTY.

pq

m

pq

Ph

During the show season of 1876 my stock won ten first premiums. Having
exhibited them myself at four exhibitions, winning six first premiums on old

and young, some figuring as high as 97 points, this fact alone should be a

sufficient guarantee of the purity of stock and perfections of markings. No
birds to dispose of at present. C. B. ELBEN, Pittsburg, Pa.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Bnttonwood Streets, Phila-

delphia, Pa., dealer in Segars, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also

supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D. Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, *'l" second, and two special premiums; stock from

Fetch, Williams, Hersteins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, *3.00 per 13.

H. PARHAM, Lima, 0.

MOORE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

Now Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

In Paper Cover, 30 cents.

In Cloth, 60 cents.

PREPARED BY MAIL.

I.ARGID DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS
Desiring to present it to their customers.

EANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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KINGDOM OP HOME.
Flashes the firelipht upon the fleir faces,

Dearer and clearer as onward wc go,

Forces the shadow behinil us, and places

Uriyhiness around us with warniili in the glow.

King, Kiiiii, rroivn me the King

:

Hume is the ICingclom and Ltjve is the King !

Flashes the loveli^-ht, increasing their glory,

Beaming from bright eyes with warmth of the soul,

Tellins of content and trust the s.veet story,

Lil'tiug the shadows that over us roll.

King, King, non-n me the King :

Home is the Kingdom and Love is the King !

THE COMMON PEOPLE OF EGYPT.
A correspondent of The London Times, writing from Mansou-

rah, in the Delia of the Nile, gives the following picture of the

small Egyptian villages and their inhabitants : Kacli I saw was

almost descrti'd. Only a few old women remained in charge of

the tiny children not yet fit to join in the struggle for existence ; all

the rest—men, women, hoys, and girls—were out in the fields,

working from sunrise to sunset to keep life together. Other vil-

lages told the same story, every traveler in Egypt confirms it, and

I am not going to draw any more harrowing pictures. Quite

enough ha,s been said to show that the agricultural population

—

nine-tenths of the whole people of Egypt—have benefited very lit-

tle by the superficial progress, the material civilization for which

the country is so remarkable. The historian of Mahomet Ali said,

" The traveler sees with astonishment the richness of the harvests

contrasted with the wretched state of the villages ;" and the intro-

duction of railways and canals has not changed this unfortunate

state of things. But, as regards what I have described, the genial

Egyptian climate must always be remembered. Sunshine and
warmth for three parts of the year make a house of little importance,

and, though earnings are very small, a constant succession of

crops creates the same demand for labor at every season. The
Dorsetshire laborer, with his slack times, and Winter rains, and
climate demanding much food and clothing, is an object of more
legitimate pity than the Egyptian fellah. But the Egyptian fel-

lah ought not to be .an object of pity at all. Egypt is virtually a
neutralized country, and war cannot devastate it. The natural

wealth of its soil is such that with a wooden plow which, as com-
pared to the English plow, is as a pin is to a spade, the land re-

turns threefold the produce of any land in England. The Nile

does for Egypt what art hag to do elsewhere. Yet in this country,

so favored by nature, the mass of the population is in a state of

misery. From sunrise to sunset, men, women, and children areat

work in the fields to gain tlie barest necessaries of life. The phi.

losoplier who deemed him happiest who has the fewest wants ought
to have been an Egyptian fellah. He is sometimes even born in

the fields. The women work up to the day of their confinement.

They lie up one day, and are outagain the next, and the baby is laid

near them in the fields on a bit of sacking. Ignorance and pover-

ty lead to other sad consequences. Premature old age comes on

at 40, and the population is kept down by a terrible infant mortal-

ity. Out of the 140,000 annual deaths, 80,000 are of infant chil-

dren. It has been calculated that three out of every five that are

born die before the age of two. For those that survive, an old

Egyptian custom that is still pr.icticed is most symbolical of their

future. The child is put into a sieve and rolled about to the beat-

ing of drums. "It is in order to harden him," say the people.

THE CULTIVATION OF ENERGY.
The cultivation of energy is of the greatest importance, reso-

lute determination in the pursuit of worthy objects being the

foundation of all true greatness of character. Energy enables a

man to force his way through irksome drudgery and dry details,

and carries him onward and upward in every station in life. It

accomplishes more than genius, with not one-half the disappoint-

ment and peril. It is not eminent talent that is required to

insure success in any pursuit so much as purpose; not merely

the power to achieve, but the will to labor energetically and per-

severingly. Hence energy of will may bo defined to be the very

central power of character in a man—in a word, it is the man
himself. It gives impulse to his every action, and soul to every

cflfort. True hope is based on it, and it is hope that give.s the

real perfume to life. There is a fine heraldic motto on a broken

helmet in Bolton Abbey, " L'cspoir est ma force," which might

be the motto of every man's life. " Woe unto him that is faint-

hearted," says the son of Sirach. There is, indeed, no blessing

equal to the possession of a stout heart. Even if a man fail in

his efforts, it will be a great satisfaction to him to enjoy the con-

sciousness of having done his best. In humble life, nothing can

be more cheering and beautiful than to see a man combating suf-

fering by patience, triumphing in his integrity, and who, when

his feet are bleeding and his limbs failing him, still walks upon

his courage.

Mere wishes and desires but engender a sort of green-sickness

in young minds, unless they are promptly embodied in act and

deed. The good purpose once formed must be carried out with

alacrity, and without swerving. In many walks of life, drudg-

ery and toil must be cheerfully endured, and the necessary disci-

pline of life. Hugh Miller says the only school in which he was
properly taught was " that world-wide school in which toil and
hardship are the severe but noble teachers." He who allows his

application to falter, or shirks his work on frivolous pretexts, is

on the sure road to ultimate failure. Let any task be undertaken

as a thing not possible to be evaded, and it will soon come to be

performed with alacrity and cheerfulness. The habit of stren-

uous, continued labor will become comparatively easy in time,

like every other habit. Thus even men with the commonest
brains and the most slender powers will accomplish much, if they

will but apply themselves wholly and indefatigably to one thing

at a time. Fowell Buxton placed his confidence in ordinary
means atid extraordinary application, realizing the Scriptural

injunction, " Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all

thy might ; " and he himself attributed his own remarkable suc-

cess in life to his practice of constantly " being a whole man to

one thing at a time."

—

Economitt,
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PoiJLTF^Y D'^^^flT^'^NT"

THE ROOSTER.

A Poe-hymn origirtallij and oniamenlalli/ written by

A Lonqfellow.

Once upon a midday cleary, as I lingered weak and weary,
After sending; many a quaint and curious mixture

My stomach to exjjiore,

While I nodded, nearly napping:, suddenly there came a flapping,
As of some one li-htly slapping, slapping at my kitchen door
" 'Tis some peddler," I muttered, " slapping at my kitchen door.

Only this, a deuced bore."

Ah ! distinctly I remember, it was in the month September,
And tlie last expiring ember had gone out and smoked no more.
And I cared not for the morrow and I felt no pang of sorrow,
For I'd eaten ears a long row, ears of corn some half a score,
Corn and beans and apple dumplings, with the fixings, as of yore.

All of this besides much more.

And light blasts of wind uncertain, caused a rustling of the cur-
tain.

Filled mc with a dreamy feeling, I had often felt before,
So in time with my stili breathing, I kept in my mind repeating,
'Tis some peddler now entreating entrance at my kitchen door.
With a lot of yarjkee jlmcracks, or some book, with me to bore.

Only this and nothing more.

Presently my mind grew stronger, hesitating then no longer.
Sir! said I, your books and jimcraeks I've seen quite too oft be-

fore
;

But the fact is, I was dreaming, and the stillness interTcning,
Gave it all the shade of seeming that I heard the scamp. Bill

More,
The scamp who stole my chickens, whom the public calls Bill

More

—

Name fictitious evermore.

While thus o'er my dinner napping, half awakening, faintly
gaping.

Soon I heard another flapping, only louder than before.
Surely, said I, certain that is a vain attempt to scare us;
Let me see what the old cat 'tis, and this mystery explore;
'Tis the wind, I faiutly muttered, as I gazed towards the door.

Only this and nothing more.

Open then I threw the back door, when with many a flap and
flutter.

Up there stalked a stately rooster, a saintly bird of yore.
Not the least obeisance made he, not a moment stopped or staid

he.

But as bold as modern lady, perched outside my kitchen door,
lerched just upon mywoud pile, perched outside my kitchen door.

Perched and sat, and nothing more.

Then this silly bird beguiling my wild fancy into smiling.
By the proud, important bearing and the countenance he wore,
'•But you're better than a raven, or else I'm badly shaven.
Tall, proud and ancient rooster, wandering from the henroost

door.

Tell me what the deuce has sent yon here before iny door V
Quoth the rooster, "Coocadoodledoo," iind nothing more.

Much I wondered, long I pondered, as my imagin.ation wandered
On the meaning o( this tall bird, as he did these words outpour.
Surely, said I, friends arc coming, this is a signal warning.

Soon I'll hear the cars a-humming, bringing friends of days of
yore.

Then the bird with ruffled plumes cried louder than before,

Coocadoodledoo, and nothing more.

Then I stood engaged in guessing, but no syllable expressing
To the bird who. with his bill, now snapped np an apple core.
All these things I stood divining, with my head at ease reclining
On an old pcajacket lining, which hung beside the d lor;

But that old peajacket lining, that chicken tliief. Bill More,
He shall wear, no, never more.

" Rooster," said I, "art thou evil, for thy action is uncivil ?

By the corn up in ihe garret, by the hinges on the door.
Tell me what thy fowlest name is, lest I thy slender neck twist.

And spoil thy feathered necklace, and thy foul blood do outpour."
Then the bird with neck outstretched, now much longer than be-

fore.

Cried, " Coocadoodledoo," and nothing more.

"Prophet," said I, "bird uncivil, prophet still, if good or evil.

Whatever may have sent thee here, to crow before my door,
Tell my mind suspicion filling, and the sheriff should be willing.

He should grasp a thieving villian, whom the neighbors call Bill

More,
Grasp the thief who stole my chickens, whom the neighbors call

Bill More"—
Said the roooster, "Coocadoodledoo," and nothing more.

" Be th.at word our sign of parting," said I,"old cock," upstarting.

"Get thee back into the henroost, give me not a sentence more.
Leave no feather as a token that my dinner nap you've broken.
Leave the silence 'gain unbroken, quit the wood pile 'fore my

door,

Take thy claws from off my woodpile, take thy form from 'fore

my door.

Said the rooster, "Cuttercadapcut," nothing more.

But t'ne fact is, time is flitting, and the cock is daily sitting

On the remnant of the wood pile, quite nearmy kitchen door.

And his neck is still unbroken, tho' of pot pie oft I've spoken.
For those distant friends a token that I cherish them still more.
And the rooster every morning crows as loud as e'er before,

Coocadoodledoo, ever more.

(From Journal of Horticulture.)

THE EXHIBITION DORKING.-No. 9.

BY T. C. EUKNELL.

Prize fowls, to a certain extent, are reared in an artificial man-

ner; the result is that deformities and diseases are more fre-

quently found in them than in hardily-reared farmyard stock,

though the latter are often thought to be more perfect than tbey

really are. Not many farmyard fowls would stand being scanned

by a critical eye, while, from what I can find out from farmers,

they lose very nearly as many fowls from death and disease as

we do among our own more highly reared stock. Anyone think-

ing of becoming an exhibitor will do well to make himself ac-

quainted with the most common defects, so that he may not be

taken in when buying, nor waste entry money in sending out

birds which he ought not to expect to win.

A Crooked Breast can be easily found out by passing the hand

along the breast bone. If the bone is badly curved or indented

the specimen should be rejected, as the defect is often hereditary,

and will nearly always prevent such a bird from winning in the

show pen.

Crooked Back, though sometimes apparent, can often only be

ascertained by handling. The best way to proceed is to allow

the weight of the bird's body to rest on one hand with the legs

hanging down, while the oilier hand is passed down the back. If

the spinal column rises in the middle it is called hmnp bach; if

the spine is twisted, wry back; while if a lump is found on one

side of the body higher than the other, the hip bone projects. The »

latter deformity often causes the tail to be held on one side, ^
called wnj tail ; but this latter will in a young bird sometimes

proceed from weakness and inability to hold the tail upright, but
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it sliould always be rcgariicd with suspicion. A squirrel tail is

wlien the tail is carried ri};ht over the back and almost toiuhinc

the head. The latter is a great eyesore, and, as well as the pre-

ceding malformations, is most surely hereditary.

Bumble Foot is an enlargement or inflammation of the feet or

toes. It is not peculiar to Dorkings, but is found in all lar;;c

breeds, and I have seen several cases of it in the yards of one of

the largest .and most successful Brahma breeders in the south ol'

England. Sometimes it occurs owing to a thorn or stone being

driven into the sole of the foot and occasioning inflammation;

but these cases are rare, and I am convinced it is generally an

hereditary complaint, like gout in the human subject, and the

only way to get rid of it is to ruthlessly blot out every specimi n

diseased this way, or at least not to breed from them. My old

Dorking cock, cup at Birmingham and second at Crystal Palace

in 1873, up to his death at nearly four years old, never showed

the least trace of bumble foot, nor have I ever found it in any of

his chickens; while, on the other hand, a fine bird which I

bought cheap to breed from, thinking that a bumble foot would be

no detriment for the purpose, threw chickens which showed

corns on their upper toes when many of the birds were not six

months old. The mischief generally begins by a corn growing

in the pad of the sole of the foot, and this often proceeds no

furtlier. To prevent accidents, though, it will be better to pick

this out with a blunt penknife, after first soaking the foot in

warm water. Occasionally a little blood may appear, when it

will be better to apply lunar caustic to the hole, as is frequently

done to stop the bleeding from a letch bite. There will be far

less chance of blood flowing if the operation he performed in the

moulting season, when the blood flows principally into the newly-

forming feathers. If a toe should become enlarged from any

cause, accidental or otherwise, the swelling may be reduced, if

not of too long standing, by the daily application of tincture of

iodine with a eamel's-hair brush.

Cramp occasionally occurs in damp yards. The sufl^erer

should be placed alone in a dry house or pen, and be bedded

down in hay or straw, till he recovers the use of his legs. I do
not believe that any physic will do good, and patience is all that

is required.

Diarrhoea is occasionally troublesome; it is caused by some
irritating substance lodging in the intestine. A large tablespoon-

ful of castor oil is the best remedy, as that will remove the evil.

With little chickens a meal or two of boiled rice sprinkled with
powdered chalk will prove sufficient in most cases ; or small pills

may be made up of prepared chalk and chlorodyne, only using
sufficient of the latter to consolidate the chalk. Each chicken to

receive one twice a-day. This is troublesome, but those who will

not endure trouble will not succeed in chicken-rearing.

Gapes—little chickens often fall victims to this disease. A
small and tenacious worm is developed in the windpipe, which
the chicken endeavors to dislodge by repeatedly gaping or open-
ing the mouth, and this symptom gives the name to the disease.

A simple remedy is to administer a small pill of pure camphor
to each chicken daily. The best preventive is never to allow
young chickens to drink stale or impure water, and always to

keep camphor in the water.

Relaxed Crop cannot be cured by any medicine, unless perhaps
when it first makes its appearance. It is a great eyesore, but
when once established cannot be remedied, and so the only plan
is to put up with it. If a fowl swallows any hard substance too
large to pass into the gizzard, the proper course is to cut open
tlie crop witli a penknife and remove the oftending matter ; the
wound should he made no larger than necessary, will bleed very
little, and will rapidly heal. I consider slack crop to be hered
itary, and. by repeatedly breeding from birds with this defect we

could doubtless soon produce crops in fowls relatively as large as

those of I'outer I'igcons.

Koup has rightly been called the scourge of the poultry yard.

It generally proceeds in the first iustonce from a bad cold, but

when a case is once established in a yard the germs of the disea-ie

are carried in the air and breath. 1 he disease generally becomes

apparent about the third day of infection ; till then it is latent.

Preliminary symptoms are sneezing and rattling in the throat,

but occasionally one eye will become suddenly closed. When
the running at the nose appears the disease is developed, but

sometimes birds will run at the nostril without any previous

warning. In every large poultry yard there should be a hospi-

tal ]>en in some out-of-ilie-way corner, where sick birds may be

placed on the first appearance of illness, not only for their own
comfort, but to prevent contagion. If a roupy bird has once

been placed in this pen it should afterwards he kept for roupy

birds alone, and should be periodically limewashed. In bad

cases of roup, especially in old birds, the eyes close, the head

swells, the discharge from the nostril and mouth becomes thick

and purulent, and death soon supervenes. If the afitetcd bird is

not very valuable it should be killed on the first appearance of

the disca.se, and buried to save the other fowls, as the disease is

very contagious. The discharge from the nostrils proceeds from

the mucous membrane of the back of the mouth and throat, and

the only other disease to which it is analogous is glanders in the

horse, the latter being equally infectious. The moment the dis-

ease appears Condy's red fluid (principally permanganate of

potash) should be added to the drinking water till it becomes of

a pinky color, and chloride of lime should be sprinkled about

freely ; and both precautions should be adopted through the whole

yard. The only internal remedy which I have found cfl^ctive

—

and I have tried them all—is a mixture of copaiba and oil of

cubcbs, in the proportion of four parts of the former to one of

the latter, the dose to consist for a large fowl of twenty minims

of the mixture made up in the form of a gelatine capsule ; or

copaiba capsules alone will do. A Dorking cock would require

at least three capsules, or about sixty minims, in the day, to

efliect a speedy cure. In addition to this, the bird's throat, month,

eyes, and nostrils should be sponged out daily with a strong solu-

tion of Condy's fluid, to correct the foetor of the discharge and to

promote more healthy action. I have not known the above rem-

edies to fail, and may claim some little experience, as last autumn

I bought ten old farmyard fowls purposely to experiment on. I

shut them up in an old wood house at a cottager's whh a bird in

the most advanced state of roup, her eyes being nearly closed,

the discharge from her nostrils most: ofltnsive. They had no

water to drink, but moist meal twice a day, and on the fourth

day eight out of the ten had a running at the nose and the others

soon followed, and several of them rapidly became worse. I

commenced the treatment above recommended on the eighth day,

and before a week was over the whole were cured, including the

hen which introduced the disease. The shed where these birds

were confined was thatched at the top but open at the sides, and

consequently the foul air blew away. I think this a better plan

than shutting the birds up in a close stuffy pen.

Shell-less eggs with Dorkings are invariably caused by the hens

being too fat ; starve the birds for a day, and then feed them

principally on vegetable food, to reduce the system.

For all slight indispositions I give a large tablespoonful of

castor oil. Fowls will stand as large a dose of aperient medicine

as a human being, and the reason why medicine is not generally

eflfective with them is, that not sufficient is given.

Zinc ointment is very useful for cuts or wounds.

Remedt for Pip.—Castor oil is called an excellent remedy.
Give it every alternate day for a week.
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(For FancieW' Journal.)

SUPREME SELFISHNESS—REPLY TO "YOUNG
BREEDER."

[During onr removal the following article in reply to Young

Breeder got mislaid, like many other good things. Bnt it is too

Talaable to he lost, hence we produce it at this late day.]

The main design in publishing the awards at our exhibitions is

to let the public know who are the most reliable or successful

breeders. Premiums are chiefly valued by the majority of exhib-

itors, because they serve as a recommendation of their stock, thus

enabling them to sell their surplus to better advantage. But if

the premium birds have been purchased for the exhibition thev are

not specimens, or in any sense representations of stock which the

exhibitor has bred and has for sale, and the publication of the

awards carries a falsehood on its face. He who advertises his

stock by parading before the public premiums won by fowls bought

for the purpose, is practicing a deliberate fraud upon his custom-

ers.

Yet "Young Breeder " must be very young in the poultry business

if he is not aware that this is frequently done.

I would have no objection to taking the "one more step" sug-

gested by " Y. B." by requiring exhibitors to state the strain or

strains from which their birds originated. This would assist in

determining what strain or strains are entitled to the first place in

publication.

There are very many breeders however, who now advertise their

stock as bred from some of the leading strains, and who would

not object to this. I do not object to giving a man who buys and

brings into his neighborhood excellent birds, all the credit he

entitled to—but I would not permit him to claim the credit of

breeding these birds, as this he has no possible right to.

A large portion of the worthless stock, of which "Y. B." speaks,

is palmed off upon the public just in this way. I know men whose

names have figured conspicuously for several years past in the

published awards of prominent poultry shows, who have rarely

won anything on birds of their own breeding, and yet the readers

of the poultry papers no doubt supposed they were extensive breed-

ers of first-class fowls.

Sometimes the premium birds were the only ones of this vari-

ety that the exhibitor owned, and these were perhaps sold at the

close of the show. If a breeder gets his birds mated for him, and

by the assistance of " well filled grain bins, atid a faithful hired

man," raises chickens that can win, this is all right. These win

ning chicks are supposed to be the best specimens of his flock,

and he has more of the same stock to supply to those who favor

him with their orders.

I would not enforce the rule strictly, where a dealer hired others

to breed fowls for him, or when he purchased a large number of

chicks from any one breeder to supply the trad?, for in those

cases as in that of the "faithful hired man" above referred to, the

exhibitor has more of the same stock.

If not more than a dozen men on this continent—as "Young
Breeder" asserts—have any other than a bought reputation, let

the reading public know who those dozen men are, that they may
purchase intelligently.

Any blockhead who has money can buy first-class fowls, and
win on them, but he cannot buy the brains and the skill to breed

them.

"Y. B." expresses his belief that ninety-nine cases of failure

out of every hundred are produced by the worthlcssness of the

breeding-stock.

I probably know as much from observation and experience of

the poultry business as "Y. B.," and I can point to a dozen in-

stances of failure where excellent birds were obtained from thor-

oughly first-class breeds, to one which can be fairly attributed to

the inferior character of the stock. Of cous»e when parties pur-

chase fowls from persons who have little or no reputation as breed-

ers, or only a bought one, they cannot expect to raise thoroughly

first-class show birds.

As to poor birds being sent out by old and reliable breeders, yon

know one eminent breeder asserts that liis scrubs will breed alinu.-t

as well as his best.

Because there is so much poor stock in the country is the very

reason why I would let tiie public know whore the fine birds come

from, that they may not be deceived and defrauded by this "show

hucksterinij." Q.
-»--•

(For Fanciera' .tournal."*

AWARDING PRIZES.

No. 2.

Friend Wade :

—

In my letter to you last week I intimated that I had more to

say on the samesubject, and with your kind permission will again

urge the same points I then did, and endeavor to make them so plain

that I cannot be misunderstood. I shall therefore again say, let

the oflicers of onr shows secure competent judges that know what

they are doing, and will do it without fear or favor ; let them scale

every bird in the class—unless it is a disqualified specimen—and

place the score card on the coop, that all may know where lie his

merits and demerits. As I said before, no man can tell by walk-

ing along before a row of twenty or more coops of a class, which

bird or three birds are the best, no matter how good a judge he

is. If he had them roaming about a lawn that he could see thera

wdl he might do it, but in an exhibition coop it is impossible.

But it has been urged by some, that it takes too much time, costs too

much, or that no two judges see alike. In answer to the first let

me say, if the time cannot be taken todo it well, do not do it at all,

as there is more harm done by doing judging indifferently than

most people imagine. And in answer to the last, let me say that

good judges do see alike or so near it that six of them will not

make more than one or two at most points difleience in judging

almost any specimen, which is near enough to place a premium

where it belongs. Now one of my reasons for placing an arbitrary

point for the awarding of premiums is this—and I cannot make

myself better understood than by giving an illustration of the

point before us. Let us suppose a case—/ know where to put my

finger on it, so I am not drawing on my imagination.

A gentleman is invited to judge a show orassist in judging one,

and as he is a stranger to all exhibitions, he is met at the depot by

some of the ex committee, and shown to the exhibition rooms. In

answer to his question as to how they want their jiidgiii;; done,

he is told "by the Standard." By and by he comes across one

coop in a class with no competition, and though they are very

ordinary birds, he is not quite satisfied as to how he will act, and

asks what he shall do. He is told that they belong to Squire so

and so who has rendered them good service in getting up the show,

and he must have first and special on them, "even if it is a Utile

Next becomes across a coop that is simil.arly situated, contain-

ing birds that should be disqualified, but reiuumburing the action

of the executive committee in the former case, the judge again asks

for advice. He is again told that the birds are the only ones of

the class, and belong to Deacon so and so, an<l that be is an influ-

ential member, and must have first and special on them, as he

purchased thera expressly to win thi-*. So the Deacon's and

Squire's disqualified birds getfiist and special, and elated with

their success they go into the fancy (?) poultry business, and thiir

advertisement may be seen alongside of that of Warren, Felch,

Williams, &c., who have spent time, money, thought and brains

to be able to advertise first and special stock. Just what the

Squire and Deacon can fur a five dollar note. Now gentlemen, is

this not true, and if it is true, is it right 1 think it over and I'll tell

you more about it next time.
James M. Lambing.

Parker's Landing, Pa., June 13th, 1876.
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TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY A TEAR
BY SPANGLE.

Editor Fanciers' Journal

:

—
I saw it stated not long ago in a monthly poultry paper that

the breeder of some Brown Leghorn fowls had "runs of two-years-

old hens of this breed that had laid 240 eggs each, in a year—or

twenty dozen on the average." This same " Leghorn" breeder

had pullets (for sale, I suppose!) that he stated "laid 160 eggs

each, the first year," and which " began to lay at 34 months

old '."

Mr. Lewis Wright says in one of his late poultry books that "the

Hamburgs will lay 220 eggs per year," and another writer ayers

that he "kept 50 Leghorn hens, old and young, that laid in one

year each by actual count, 207 average, during the twelve-

month."

I have never seen any such layers as the first mentioned—namely,

that would "average 240 eggs each in a year, at two years old."

Have you ? I have bred many kinds of domestic fowls for several

years past, but I never could find this kind of layer, of the small

or large varieties.

I have watched my flocks attentively, and counted their product

carefully, from day to day. I never could get over 145 to 165

eggs in a year, out of the best of them. And I never knew any sort

of domestic fowl that began to lay its eggs at Si months old, nor

do I believe this ever happened ; though I may be a Thomas, in

chicken matters 1

Nevertheless, I cannot but think these stories " too thin," now-

adays—for in a long experience with poultry I have never yet

chanced to become personally acquainted with such facts as I have

quoted above. And so I remain incredulous.

What is the good of such statements ? Who is benefited there-

by ? Can the tales be verified ? Or, is it permitted to be publish-

ed, through personally interested correspondence, whereby the

writer simply obtains gratuitous advertising f Did anybody,

(who was ever fooled by such nonsense) who has purchased such

stock, ever yet get from the fowls he bought any such product f

Or, did any one (except this writer, who was a Leghorn breeder,

of course,) ever know a pullet to begin to lay eggs at 3A months

old?

I think this must be the breed that " lays two eggs in a day,

frequently, and has been known to lay three, within four and twenty

hours," as one notable chicken-author seriously asserts :

" Verily, wonders never cease !"

A SLIGHT MISTAKE.
Editor Fanciers' Journal:

In an address recently delivered by W. L. Brown, Esq., of Hyde
Park, London, Ont.. the speaker, who is described by a " South
ern Poultry Journal " as one of the " most accomplished writers

on- poultry in any country," made the statement that Mr. Burn-
ham of Mass., "presented Her Majesty the Queen of Great Brit-

ain with some of his finest (Light Brahma) fowls, which Mr. B.
maintained were a distinct breed the original stock having been
imported by him from Assam, in India, a tetrilory watered by the river

Brahma Poutra, from which river he named his fowls ;" and "Mr.
B's birds presented to the Queen are the same as our present Light
Brahmas," etc.

Mr. Burnham never named his fowls thus. Dr. Bennett is the

author of this misnomer. Mr. Burnham never took any stock in

this " India" yarn—because he bred the first of these fine fowls

(both the Light and Dark varieties) commencing in 1849. And he
obtained his breeders from Pennsylvania, out of China fowls,

through Dr. J. J. Kerr, and in 1850 from W. P. Porter of New
York—the stock of both coming originally from Shanghai.

Thus Mr. Brown of London, Ont., who may be one of the best

authors on poultry, in a general way, is corrected as to the Brah-

mas. They never saw India, they did not come Irom Assam, they

never reveled on the lianks of the Brahma Poutra river, Mr. Burn-
.

ham never said they did, and nobody in the United States ever

claimed this except a very stupid person called " Col. Weld,"

and his English friend Wright, who did not know anything about

the matter, except what Weld imposed upon him, regarding their

history. Yours &c.,

Melrose, June, 1876. G. P. B.
»--•

RESPONSE TO "GREENHORN."
Greenhorn makes the query "give the definition of Game as ap-

plied to this breed," and he awaits the answer of fanciers who breed

forfeather for show purposes I understand. Well, there are a

great manj' definitions for Game.

Young Breeder would describe them as " degenerated Games,

whose plumage reminded him of the Home Guards during the war,"

while perhaps A. D. Warren, and some others would describe

for them as golden banded, high stationed, solid black breast, and

beauty and courage are unexcelled, excellent eggs, flesh unequal-

ed, and would grace the lawn of any gentleman. While the

cocker would simply say " quack ! quack ! quack !" and pull out

a spy glass to see the noble 1st Pi-emium Black Red, leaping over

ditches, flying over walls, with pupils enlarged, and tail between

legs in heart rending terror, at the sight of those one and one-

quarter inch spurs on the legs of the rusty, homely, squatty "pit"

Game in chase.

We sometimes see the " fac similes "(?) of noted Game breeders

in poultry journals, who breed "for profit," "for pleasure," and

yet on the circulars of those gentlemen we see Tartars, Heathwoods,

Clippers, Dusty Millers, Claibornes, Brown Reds, Black Reds,

Derbys, (sometimes imported direct from the yards of Earl Derby,

who we all suppose is breeding them yet, but I will guess not).

Now why is this 7 I can't guess "for the life of me." I may have

failed herein to give the proper definition, but " Greenhorn "(?)

I think you have one of your own, and I presume many others,

admirers of the Game fowls, will reply to your question more fully

than I have. Mike.
•--•

WHERE DO THEY COME PROM?
In a late issue of a Boston daily, we find in the periodical

statement of the condition of tlie market supplies in that one city,

the following query regarding the weekly receipts of eggs there:

—

"Where in the great western country, the Cape, or the state

of Maine, the hens live that lay all the enormous quantities of

eggs we can scarcely conceive, that are here by the tons ; seventy-

two dozen to a barrel, and no end of barrels."

This supply of eggs for consumption in Boston market is but a

regular thing. Thousands of barrels arrive there every week

from the West, from Cape Cod, from away down East, or from

New Hampshire and Vermont, aggregating "tons of eggs"— but all

are sold, at regular remunerative prices; the figures changing

only a fraction of a cent per dozen at wholesale from week to

week, during the greater part of the year.

In the fall and winter of course they command the highest rates

but there is no over supply at any season. Everybody in the

cities and suburbs eats eggs when they can be had. The hotels

consume large quantities, the confectioners and restaurants other

large numbers, but still they come, the hens continue to lay them,
the farmers and poulterers continue to supply the demand. And
there is very little deviation in the extent of the call for this com-
modity from month to month, except it be in the way of percepti-

ible increase, from year to year. So at Boston—so at all other

leading city markets—so it will continue to increase, as popula-

tion enlarges at and around these great centers and we shall none
of us be likely to live so long as to see any great decline in the

demand for fresh eggs and good poultry, at paying rates. No fear

of that at all events, whatever may result with the "fancy" stock

in the country !
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INTEENATIONAL BENCH SHOW.
The programme anJ classification following is in substance that

contemplated hy the Chief of the Bureau of Agriculture, of the

Centennial Commission, under whose administration will be con-

ducted the bench show of sporting and non-sporting dogs, to be

held on the grounds of the Centennial Commission, September

1st to 8th.

Dogs of all breeds will be divided into the following fourteen

classes, under nine sets of judges, viz:

Class 1st, Hounds.—Fox Hounds, Harriers, Otter Hounds, Bea-

gles and Dachs Hounds.
Class 2d, Greyhounds.—English Greyhounds, Persian Grey-

hounds, Scotch Ueer-hounds and Italian Greyhounds.

Classes No. 1 and 2 to be examined by the same board ofjudges.

Class 3d, Gordon Set'ers.

Class 4th, Irish Sellers.

Class 5th, English Setters.

Russian Setters, and other varieties of Setters to be judged with

class fifth.

Class 6th, Pointers.

Class 7th, Retrievers.—English Retrievers, Chesapeake bay

Duck dogs.

Classes 6th and 7th to be exarainod by same board of judges.

Class 8th, Spaniels.—Clumbers, Cockers, Springers, Irish Wa-
ter Spaniel, King Charles, and Blenheims.

Class9th,jrem«rs.—DandieDinmont,Scotch, Skye, Broken hair-

ed, Bedlington, Black and Tans.

Class loth, 13idl Dogs and Bxdl Terriers.

Class nth. Mastiffs.—'S. Fonndlands, St. Bernards, Siberian

or Ulm dogs.

Classes 10th and 1 1th to be examined by the same board of

judges.

Class 12th, Shepherd Dogs.—English and Scotch.

Class 1.3th, Miscelluneous.—Dalmation (or coach dog), Pomera-
niora (or Spitz), Pugs, Poodles.

Class 14th, Toy Dogs.—Cuban Lap Dogs, Mattese Lion Dogs
Japanese Hairless, Dwarf Black and Tan.

Classes 12th, 13th and 14th to be examined by the same board of

judges.

Three graded awards will be made for 1st 2d and 3d best dogs

over two years old in each breed, and same for 1st 2d and 3d best

bitches, and the next in quality commended.

Three graded awards will be made for 1st, 2d and 3d best dogs

over one and under two years old in each breed, and same for 1st,

2d and 3d best bitches, and the next in quality commended.

Three graded awards will be made for 1st, 2d and 3d best male

puppies in each breed, and same for 1st, 2d and third female pup-

pies, and the uext in quality commended.

A sweepstakes award will be made for the best foreign bred

dog of any breed, one year old and over, displayed by any exhib-

itor, also for the 2d and 3d best ; the next in quality to be com-

mended.

A sweepstakes award will be made for the best foreign bred bitch

of any breed, one year old and over, displayed by any exhibitor,

also for the 2d and 3d best ; the ne.xt in quality to be commended.

A sweepstakes award will be made for the best home bred dog

of any breed, one year old and over, displayed by any exhibitor,

also for the 2d and 3d best; the next in quality to be com-

mended.

A sweepstakes award will be made for the best home bred bitch

of any breed, one year old and over, displayed by any exhibitor,

.also for 2d and 3d best ; the next in quality to be commended.

The authenticative pedigrees of sire and dam is all that is re-

quired in entering dogs.

No charge will be made either for space, or as entry fee.

Those purposing to exhibit will apply for the official forms,

which when returned will be registered, and in good time, the ex-

hibitors will receive permits for space, and labels, to be attached

to the animals, a necessary requisite to gain admission to the

grounds.

All dogs entered for competition will be judged by the standard

of excellence adopted by the London Kennel Club.

Independent of the awards that will be made by the Commis-

sion, the following is a list of individual prizes offered, which

no doubt will be greatly increased in number before the bench

show takes place.
" The Chicago Field," a silver cup for best setter (dog or bitch)

of any breed one year old and over. " Forest and Stream,"a val-

uable prize.

The Philadelphia Sportsman's Club donate $200 for the pur-

chase of two prizes, one for the best setter dogs of any breed, one

year old and over, and one for the best pointer dogs, of any weight,

one year old and over.

Mr. C. S. Westcott offers a suitable prize, value $50 for the 2d

best setter dog of any breed, one year old and over.

Mr. Frank Roan offers a silver cup for the best imported setter

dog between one and two years old, and a silver collar for the best

Dachshound dog of any age.

Mr. Chas. E. Tucker offers a silver cup for the best Cocker

spaniel.

Jno. Kriller oflfers a silver mounted dog whip for the best Amer-
ican bred setter, one year old or over.

Capt. A. A. Clay oflfers a silver whistle for the 2d best Ameri-

can bred setter one year old or over.

The Detroit Gun Club, as appeared in the Chicago Field, will

offer a very handsome prize for sporting dogs.

P. C. DeSauque,
Chas. S. Westcott,
Benjamin Richards.

Com. of the Phil. Sportsmna's Club.

Canine Litigation.—Great interest has attached to a lawsuit

which has been going on at Geneva to descide the ownership of

a St. Bernard dog, the possession of which was disputed by an

hotel keeper and a manufacturer of vermouth, both of whom
were equally ready to swear to its identity. It appears that two

dogs of the same litter, marked exactly alike, were given by their
'

breeder to the hotel keeper and the vermouth manufacturer ; one

of the dogs answering to the name of Lion and the other to that

of Tiger. Both these dogs were lost at the same time ;
one dis-

appeared never to return ; but the other, after having been miss-

ing for a week or two, was found and brought back to the vermouth

manufacturer, who was not a little rejoiced to recover possession

of his pet. The hotel keeper , however, heard that his dog had

been found and had been taken to the vermouth manufactiiFer,

and he lost no time in going to demand its restoration, for it

should be added, to make the story more intelligible, neither of

the two knew that the other had the brother dog. The vermouth

manufacturer refused, of course, to give up what he cousidered

his property, and the hotel keeper at once took proceedings against

him. The witnesses upon each side were equally positive in

their aflSrmations, and thejudge ordered the dog to be brought in-

to court with a view of seeing which of the parties he would rec-

ognize. Unfortunately, both in the interests of justice and for

the reputation of the canine race for fidelity to their masters, the

dog was equally enthusiastic in his recognition of both claimants,

and even of the counsel and thejudge himself The affair seemed to

be wrapped in the most impenetrable mystery, until a shoemaker,

who had been employed to mend the collar of one of the dogs,

came forward to swear that the dog which had been brought into

court wore the collar which he had mended, and that he had done

the work for the vermouth manufactarer. This evidence was held

to be decisive, and the vermouth manufacturerwas placed in pos-

session of the dog.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
THERE IS MUCH TO LEARN,

And all the time there are fresh discoveries to be made, of greater

or less consequence, in the yearly experience of a live stock breeder.

There is a vast deal " that is new under the sun"—the assertion of

that wise old man of early time, King Solomon, to the contrary,

notwithstanding.

We may even " learn a little every day," if we are close and

studious observers of the habits, needs, best comfort and conven-

ience of our stock, raised and kept with a view to a profitable re

turn, through its increase.

And while we watch and study to improve their condition and

our own interests thus involved, there is a continuous pleasure in

the task—if we duly love our vocation—that goes to form a large

part of the ample compensation that follows the rightful methods

of this work.

It matters nothing what kirtd of pet stock we may choose to

breed, be it poultry, pigeons, dogs, rabbits, birds, guinea-pigs, or

otherwise—so far as the point of deriving constant pleasing instruc-

tion in its care is concerned. All are interesting, each has its

peculiar attractions for the varied tastes of different fanciers. But

any and all have their uses, and during the practice, we may con-

tinually be gratified with the changes, the improvements, the

growth, and the development of our chosen favorites.

THE OHTLOOK AHEAD.

The "dull times" experienced of late in all departments of

trade—in manufactures, in commerce, in mechanics—when every-

body is " short " of surplus funds, are felt proportionally and

naturally among breeders and dealers in fancy live stock ; and it

is not to be wondered at that more or less complaint is heard that

the trafSc in this channel is not so thriving and busy this season,

as has been the rule for several years past.

There has been no falling off in breeding poultry at all points,

so far as we are informed. Sales have not been extensive, for

fancy stock and large breeders are accumulating a liberal show of

birds for the approaching fall and winter ; while those who have

raised choice fowls in lesser quantities and who have not made

themselves so generally known, in many instances think there are

signs that this thing is (or may be) overdone.

Now so far as raising nice poultry for ordinary sales in market

is concerned, there is no danger of having too much of it, pro-

vided it is Tealhj good. For the best chickens, that will dress

handsome, plump, and fair, will always find a ready demand from

the farmers' hands, in any city market contiguous to his prem-

ises. At the same time, we are aware that a very general in-_

tcrest has been obtained in this country among amateurs and

small fanciers, who have raised considerable numbers of birds for

which they have expected to realize high prices, and who do not

appreciate the fact that this businesss, like all others, has limits.

Now, although it may be that at this particular season, during

these exceptionally " hard times," there exists a lull in our trade,

this state of afFairs ought not to prevent fiinciers from giving due

attention to their stock, and doing their best to keep up the purity

of their strains, and the excellence of the varieties they cultivate

;

since, however, the traffic may slacken, or decline for the time

being, in this business it comes about all right after such dullness,

and good birds are in demand again as soon as a favorable move-

ment in any o( the channels of trade is revived.

During seasons of such apathy and depression, it is too com-

monly the case that poultry men lose courage, and suflfer their

siock to run down, because their, perhaps too sanguine expecta-

tions, are not promptly realized ; while the few more judicious

breeders husband their stock, keep up its purity, and breed what

they breed as carefully and as steadily in dull as in more prosper-

ous times. By pursuing this latter, wiser course—when the de-

mand revives, they are in condition to respond with their stand-

ard strains ; and these are the men who have no cause to complain

of the "vicissitudes " of the trade.

Our advice to all who have good stock on hand is to keep it so,

and by careful manipulation, continue to sustain its reputation

and its real value, whether the demand for fancy stock be active or

dull. The time comes round every year when really prime speci-

mens are saleable ; and no one, who raises the best birds, of any

variety, who will not be able sooner or later to obtain amply re-

munerative prices for such specimens of desirable stock.

CoF\F\ESpOf!DEfJCE.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA POULTRY SOCIETY.

At a meeting of our society held June 16th, it was resolved to

hold the next Exhibition on Wednesday, January 10th, 1877, and

to continue until the 17th.

Will you please take some notice of the fact in your Journal.

Our last Exhibition was a decided success, all premiums were

promptly paid in full, and leaving a balance in the treasury.

Respectfully yours,

A. H. Lane, Sec.
»--•

CHALLENGE.

HoBOKEN, June 15 th, 1876.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq.:—
Dear Sir :—Several matches of pigeon races have taken place

this and last year, between New York and Philadelphia fanciers,

but very seldom we have seen a race where the birds have been

tossed up at the same time and place. When birds are tossed up

at two different stations it is very often the case that one bird will

be favored by the wind or atmosphere, while the other will have

to fly against the wind, and perhaps with bad weather, in which

case the race is all together one-sided, but when pigeons all fly

from the same place, and at the same time, the chances are very

even.

I have therefore the pleasure to challenge any New York or

Philadelphia fancier in a friendly match, for SI 00 in gold a side ;

the birds to fly from Easton, Pa.; each party to have the right to

fly three birds, all belonging to him, and the first bird returned to

win the race.

I also offer another match from Scranton, Pa., for the same
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amount. Both places are about the same distance from Philadel-

phia that they are from New York ; the first match to come oft'

July 1st, and the 2d July 15th, each party to place the full amount

in the hands of Mr. W. H. Kirby, of N. J., from the time the match

EespectfuUy yours,

L. Waefelaer,
Hoboken, N. J.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—"The worlfi is ever as we take it,

And life, dear child, is what we make it."

—A chromo with every egg now.

—

Danhury News.
Is that crow-mo a rooster ? Whitehall Times.

Guess so, for a rooster can crow mo' than a hen.

—

Norristown

Herald.

—He was a rough Yorkshiveman, and had wrestled for a long

time with a very tough piece of oak on which he had been unable

to make any impression, and at last broke out with the impreca-

tion : "Dom they pigs that didn't eat thee when thou wast an
acorn."

—" Rambling Botanist."—A lady enquires for a work with

the above title, adapted to the United States. If any of our

readers know of such, they will confer a favor by making it known
through the Journal. Articles descriptive of the common plants

of our country would be thankfully received at this office.

—One of the features of the Women's Pavilion at Philadelphia

is a large collection of stuffed animals and birds killed by Mrs.

Maxwell, known as the California huntress. A bulfalo, a Rocky
Mountain lion, and a grizzly bear are included in the collec-

tion, viewing which the sterner sex cannot but admit that woman
has some qualifications for the exercise of the right of suffrage.

—Christmas Dinner for the Birds.—One of the prettiest

Christmas customs is the Norwegian practice of giving on Christ-

mas day a dinner to the birds. On Christmas morning every

gable, gateway or barn door is decorated with a sheaf of corn

fixed on the top of a tall pole, wherefrom it is intended that the

birds shall make their Christmas dinner. Even the peasants will

contrive to have a handful set by for this purpose, and what the

birds do not eat on Christmas day remains for them to finish at

their leisure during the winter.

—How TO Cool a Room.—A writer in Public Health recom-
mends that a dish or basin large enough to present a good sur-

face of water be placed in rooms where the heat is oppressive and
the water be changed once or twice in very hot days, to secure a
general lowering of the temperature. The hot air of the room
takes up tlie water in the form of atmospheric vapor and diffuses

the greater coolness of the water throughout the room, uutil air

and water become of the same temperature. When this takes

place fresh water should be put in the dish.

—Lapland mothers are not in the habit of staying at home with
their babies. The Laps ars a very religious people, and take long
journeys to hear their pastors. As soon as the family arrive at

the little wooden church, and the reindeer are secured, the father

shovels a snug little bed in the snow, and the mother wraps the

baby in skins and dep 'sits it therein. Then the father piles the

snow around it, and the dog is set on guard, while the parents go
decorously into the church. Often as many as thirty babies may
be seen laid away in the snow about a church.

—The toad, so says Forest Sf Stream almost, universally despised

and upbraided for bis ugliness, is yet a useful, good-natured quiet

fellow, who recognizes his friends and those who are kind to him.
Like the sparrow the toad has been considered a nuisance, and in

some sections has been exterminated ; but the exterminators have
been only too glad afterwards to get him back by the expenditure of
large sums of money. So useful are toads in" gardens that they
are sold in France by the dozen, for the purpose of stocking
gardens to free them from many injurious insects. The toad lives

almost entirely on winged insects, and never does harm to plants.

—Trap for Rats.—A subscriber .sends us his method, which
he thinks " the best out." He takes a flour barrel or a keg, and
ties over the top a sheet of very stout, stiff paper, or an untanned
sheepskin stripped of the wool. Upon this cover he places corn
or meal and feeds the vermin in this way in some secluded place
until they become fearless of danger, and quite at home upon the

cover. He then smears the cover around the center with glue,
and sprinkles corn, wheat, or meal upon it, which, when the glue
is dry, adheres firmly to the paper or skin. He then cuts two
slits crossing each other, several inches long, by which the central
portion of the cover is made very treacherous footing. When the
rats run across this center they slip through into the barrel, from
which there is no means of escape. The openings instantane-
ously close up themselves, and other rats follow.

—

American Agri-
culturist,

—Raising Squabs (yomiq Pigeons). B. F. Yates, ofBuckman-
ville, has opened a new and curious source of income. He keeps
a large num.ber of pigeons, by which numerous young birds or
"squabs" are produced. During the month of March he ships to
a commission house in New York over S200 worth of squabs,
dressed and packed in boxes. The price obtained is about S4.50
per dozen.

When in good order the squabs will average about one pound
weight per pair, and by the time they reach the consumers they
probably cost not less than $1 per pound. They are thus a rather
dear article of food, but there is a quick demand for all that are sent
to market. Probably they are mostly taken by the fancy restaur-

ants and high priced hotels. Mr. Yates does not raise all the

squabs himself, but collects some of them from the neighbors who
keep pigeons.

—Subterranean Fish.—The Virginia City Enterprise (Ne-
vada) is responsible for a report that curious "specimens of fish

have been found in the water now flooding the Savage and Nor-
cross mines. The fishes are eyeless, and are only about three or
four inches in length. They are blood red in color. The tem-
perature of the water in which they are found is 128 degrees
Fahrenheit—almost scalding hot. In appearence they somewhat
resemble the goldfish. They seem lively and spoitive enoagh
while in their native hot water, notwithstanding the fact that they
have no eyes or even the rudiments of eyes. The water by which
the mines are flooded broke in a depth of 2,200 feet in a drift

that was being pushed to the northward in the Savage. It rose

in the mines to the height of 400 feet. This would seem to prove
that a great subterranean reservior or lake has been tapped, and
from this lake doubtless came the fish hoisted from the mine.

—The Opossum (Dydelphys Virginianus) was the first marsupial
animal known, and was considered a marvelous creature by the

early voyagers to America. All the existing species are American,
but their fossil remains are tbuud in many parts of the world.

The young are born blind, naked and shapeless, and are not larger

than a honey bee. The hair of the Opossum is woven into girdles

by the Indian women. The chief characteristic of this singular

animal is its peculiar mode of defense. In this it manifests no
intelligence, and its instinct seems entirely at fault; when it finds

ecape from an enemy impossible, it deliberately stretches itselfupon
the ground, stifllens its limbs and submits to the crudest tortures

without showing a sign of life. This ruse is rarely successful and
often causes it to fall the prey of an enemy over which it might
win an easy victory in actual battle. I have never yet seen

mention made in works on Natural History of the exceeding
punishment the Opossum can endure, and yet survive, without ap-
parent inconvenience. We are accustomed to bear of the "nine

lives of the cat," and yet the opossum will receive with seeming
indifference, a blow on the head from a bludgeon that would brain

the vampire cat of Japan. I have seen them worried and torn

by savage dogs till one would suppose all their bones were
crushed ; and yet they would as soon as they thought themselvee
unobserved

—

"Fold their tents like the Arabs,
And as silently steal away."

J. M. McCann.

—Catching the Sea Lion.—So far as I can learn, says a
correspondent writing from the California coast, the Farallon sea

lions are seldom disturbed by men seeking profit from them. In
the egging season one or two are shot to supply oil to the lamps
of the eggers ; and occasionally one is caught for exhibition on
the main land. How do they catch a sea lion? Well, they lasso

him ; and odd as it sounds, it is the best and probably the only

way to capture this beast. An adroit Spaniard, to whom the

lasso or riata is like a fifth hand, or like the trunk to the ele])liant,

steals up to a sleeping congregation, fastening his eye on the biggest

one of the lot, and, biding his time, at the first motion of the

animal, with unerring skill flings his loose rawhide noose and then

holds on for dear life. It is the weight of an ox and the vigor of

half a dozen that helms tugging at the other end of his rope, and
if a score of men did not stand ready to help, and if it were not

possible to take a turn of the riata around a solid rock, the seal
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would surely get away. Moreover, they must handle the beast

tenderly, lor it is easily injured. Its skin, softened by its life in

the waier, is quickly cut by tlic rope; its bones are easily broken;

nnd its hu};e friime, rudely treated, may be so hurt that the life

dies out of it. As quickly as jiossible the captured sea lion is

stuffed into a strong box or i nfie, and here, iu a cell to permit

movement, it roars and yelps in its helpless fury, until it is trans

poried to its tank. Wild and fierce as it is, it seems to reconcile

itself to the tank life very rapidly. If the narrnvv .s])ace of its big

bathtub frets it, you do not perceive this, for hunger is the chief

passion, and with a moderately full stomach the animal does well

in captivity, of course with sufficient water.

—California Bihds—The Water Thru.sh or American Dip-

per {Cinclus Ameiicanus], is a California bird, remarkalile for

Its partiality to brooks, rivers, shores, ponds and streams of water;

wading in the shallows in search of aquatic insects, wagging the

tail almost continually, chattering as it flies ; and in short, posses-

ses many strong traits of the Water Wagtail. It is also exceed-

ingly shy, darting away on the least attempt to approach it, and

utteringa .sharp chirp re|)eatedly, as if greatly alarmed. It breeds

in the liigher mountainous districts, as do many of our spring

visitants that regularly pass a week or two with us in the lower

parts, and then retire to the mountains and inland forests to breed.

The voice of the little bird appears so exquisitely sweet and ex-

pressive, that one is never tired of listening to it.

The Water Thrush is six inches long and nine and a half in

extent; the whole upper parts are of a uriifurm and very dark
olive; the lower parts are white, tinged with yellow ochre; the

whole breast and sides are marked with pointed spots, or streaks

o£ black or deep brown ; bill, dusky brown ; legs, flesh-colored
;

tail, nearly even ; formcil almost like the golden-crowned thrush,

e.Keept in frequenting the water, much resembling it in manners
Male and female nearly alike.

SjW^LL PeJ DEf^f^TPflErJT
AND YOUNG FOLKES" CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philad«lphia, for the week ending .Tune 18th, 1876.

II Gray Gophers {Spermophilus franjcunii). Presented.

1 Screech Owl (Scops asio). Presented by Rev. Edgar M.
Levy, Phila.

1 Alligator (A. Afissi'ssiitpiensis). Presented.

1 Water Snuke {Necorliafasciala). Presented by Jos. M. Wil.

son, Washington, D. C.
9 Prairie Dogs (Cifnomys ludovicianus). Born in the garden.

1 Manatee or Sea Cow (Manalus americnnns). Purchased.

4S Large Bull-Frogs {Rana pipiens). Presented by John H.
Dusenliury, Phila.

1 Loon (Coli/mhus torqiiatus). Presented by Adam Matsinger,
Phila.

4 1^cliyers (Castor canadensis). Purchased.
Abtuuk E. Brown, Gen. Sup't.

PROPER CARE OF BIRDS.

The mysterious visitations of Providence among pet birds gen-

erally, and canaries particularly, are simply the result of want of

judgment, and an appropriate verdict in such cases would be

killed by kindness. If it were more generally known that the

cakes, sugar, bon-bons, and other rich and dainty foods served up

to them by fair hands,, in gratitude for the sweet consolation of

their songs are the cause of most of their maladies, and the

shortness of their lives, they would be placed on light diet im-

mediately. An article in the Philadelphia Suridai/ Transcript, on
" Candy," has some facts which are interesting in this connec-

tion, although intended to apply to human beings. Sugar, as a

food, is a failure. The chemist tells us that cane sugar contains

three elements. The human body has some fourteen elements.

Dogs fed on sugar died in forty days. Dogs fed on nothing lived

just as long. The system has a natural loathing for food con-

taining nothing but sugar. We pass then to the occasional use

of sugar. Does it affect the conditions of the organs of the

body? Several years ago Dr. S. Weir Mitchell proved that he

could produce a cataract of both eyes, in half an hour, by simply

injecting a teaspoonful of a saturated solution of sugar between

the skin of a froi; or jruinea pig. Dr. B. W. Richard-on of Lon-

don, has confirmed this, and these results are received by the

medical profession as satisfactory. Now if a teaspoonful of

sui;ar solution will make a frog or guinea pig totally blind in

half an hour, can sugar be regarded as an innocent substance for

young and growing persons'? the writer asks ; hut let us substi-

tute, for birds confined in a small cage, and without opportunity

for exercise. This at least is worth thinking about, as almost

every canary cage has its lump of loaf sugar, and the death rate

among them is certainly excessive. The proper regimen for a

canary is simply fresh water every day, canary and rape seed,

and plenty of clean fine gravel or coarse beach sand on the bot-

tom of the cage, renewed at least once a week. Hemp seed

should never be given, except when the birds are breeding, and

then but sparingly, as it is too rich and heating. A piece of

apple, lettuce, or a little chickwccd once or twice a week instead

of every day will be much better for them. All foods which

create fat should be avoided. Loss of song is generally occa-

sioned by an accumulation of fat around the glands of the throat,

caused by such food and want of exercise. If you have a room

where your canary can he let out to spread his wings frequently,

the exercise will prove highly beneficial.

(Tor Fanciers' Journal.)

THE AQUARIUM, NO. 4.

WM. P. SEAL.

Aquaria may be constructed of a variety of materials, but for

many reasons I think slate preferable. Although iron is most

commonly used in this country, it is open to serious objections,

the most prominent of which are, 1st, the necessity of perfectly

protecting the iron from the water to prevent oxydation. 2d, the

liabilility to leakage if a soft cement be used, and the great danger

of breakage of glass if a hard cement be used, from the expansive

and contractive force of iron, and 3d, on account of electrical in-

fluences which I am quite sure prevail to a greater or less degree

at all times, and often disturb the equilibrium of the aquarium.

Many instances are on record of the death or partial paralysis of

all the fish in iron aquaria during violent thunder-storms. But

one case ever came under my own personal observation. In that

the fish lost all control of their movements, and hung heads

downward, with their tails just reaching the surface of the water.

They recovered, so far as their powers of locomotion were con-

cerned, but although they lived for a long time after, they remain-

ed stone blind. Such cases are isolated it is true, yet who can say

that the same baleful influence is not exerted on the iron aquarium

constantly, only in a less degree ? I have had the water in an iron

aquarium to become quite turbid during a thunder storm though

quite clear and brilliant just before. On examination with an or-

dinary microscope on such occasions I have found no living ani-

maleulte, and the turbidity of the water I found to be due to the

presence of myriads of dead animalcules which, though transpar-

ent when living, become white and opavue when dead. Very

beautiful aquaria tanks may be made by any one out of broken

pieces of slate or other stone, cemented together with Portland

cement. They can be made to suit one's fancy, and although

heavy, they are more pleasing to the lover of nature, as they are

rough and irregular, and being devoid of sharp, angles and straight

lines, are suggestive of little rocky pools, such as we often see in

our rambles. The glass must he set in with an elastic cement.

It is very difficult to make a wooden aquarium serviceable. It is

only with great patience in their construction that they can be

made water-tight. In stocking the aquarium the sand and gravel

should be washed thoroughly, to remove all earthy or decaying
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matter. Beach sand is best when it can be had. Bar sand which

is principally composed of the alluvial deposits of streams should

be avoided, as it is almost impossible to rid it of decaying vegeta-

tion, and mineral substances. The best plants for the aquarium

are the MyriophvUums, Valisncria spiralis, Anacharis, of which

we have iit least three distinct varieties, although but one is given

by botanical works. Aratophyllum demersum, or Mare's-tail,

the tricularias or Bladderworts (particularly interesting aside

from their great beauty, as being classified by Mr. Darwin among

the carnivorous plants, the beautiful little vessels or bladders be-

ing designed to entrap animalcules). Veronica Americana,

Ranunculus aquatilus, Hydrocb.aris Morsusranai or Frogbit,

Chara vulgaris or Stonewort, Callitriche verna or Broad leaved

Starwort, Potomogaton Ulceus, and many others, but this is suf-

ficient to give variety to the most exacting.

Many aquaria fanciers have settled down to the exclusive use of

Myriophyllums as the most satisfactory of all aquatic plants. They

will do the best under all circumstances no doubt, and for those to

whom the aquarium is no more than a vase of wax flowers would

be, they are no doubt the best—but to my mind the flora of our

waters is not less interesting than its fauna. As oxygenators the

Valisneria spiralis, Anacharis and the Utricularias far surpass the

Myriophyllums. To the microscopist they unfold a world of

beauty and of wonder not to be described by words of miue. 1

had the pleasure a few days ago of viewing the circulation in a

leaf of Anacharis,through a powerful microscope belonging to Mr.

Ilolman, Actuary of the Franklin Institute, and inventor of the

Siphon Slide for microscopes, and I must confess that I was more

deeply impressed by the wonderful sight there pre.sented than by

all the grandeur of the great E.xposition. Ceratophyllum and

the Utricularias grow as well floating loosely as when planted. I

have found each of them several feet long, but have never been

able to find a vestige of a root to them, although I have followed

them a foot or more into the mud. To any one who cannot suc-

ceed in growing the above named plants in the aquarium, I must

say that it is not the fault of the plants, but that there must be

something wrong in the management of the aquarium. Two
small floating plants, Lcmna minor (Duckweed) and another

which I call Slut/horn Duckweed, although it more closely resem-

bles iu shape the author of the Moose, should not be forgotten.

worm, created such havoc among our shade trees that it was diffi-

cult to find in any part of the city, a tree which was not almost

entirely stripped of its foliage. No one who lived there at that

time will forget the appearance of Independence Square : the trees

were almost bare, and it was impossible to walk through it with-

out having a number of these disgusting creatures crawling over

one's clothing, and the same may be said of all parts of the city.

Now the sparrows may not have destroyed these disgusting worms
iiy devouring them, and for that I do not blame them, but they

do eat their eggs, which is just as effectual a mode of exterminating

them. In the same way we note the disappearance of the ugly

yellow caterpillar which followed the measuring worm. Apropos

of the sparrows and worms it will not hurt to publish again an

anecdote which has already gone the rounds of the press, but no

doubt there are those who have not heard it. Shortly after the

introduction of the sparrows a young gentleman was heard to ask

a young lady "which she thought the greatest nuisance, the

sparrows or the worms." She innocently replied that she had

never had the sparj'ows.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE "ENGLISH" SPARROW AGAIN.
"We have on a tree at the corner of our house an English or

more properly house sparrows' nest. We were very much amused

during its construction, at its appearance as it was so large and

appeared to be so clumsily constructed. It is built principally of

hay with some twine interwoven, and is so large that it would

hardly go into a peck measure. As it was commenced in March,

and as we had never before seen one built out.'^ido of a box, we

thought that it was simply an ingenious shelter from the wind, or

at all events a first attempt at architecture, but a closer examina-

tion revealed a most ingeniously constructed nest. The cavity

opens to the south-west, thus sheltering it from the north-west

winds which frequently sweep around our corner. In all other

directions it is protected by the walls of houses. The cavity of

the nest is fully Ecven inches deep, about three inches in diameter

and inclined at an angle of about forty-five degrees, and is nicely

lined with feathers throughout. It has become quite the fashion

to ridicule this modest little bird because it has been denied that it

is insectivorous, and Mr. Carlyle is said to have laughed when

told of its introduction here, but sensible people judge by results.

and we certainly have the laugh on our side in spite of Mr. Carlyle,

The year before the introduction of the sparrows here in

Philadelphia, that disgusting and annoying pest, the measuring

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PETS, AND THE FATE OF SOME OF THEM.
NO 2. THE PET CANARY.

"For in the storm and in the rain,

A little bird did sing!

A little bird of sweetest voice.

With love beneath its wing

—

Oh ! in the wind and in the rain,

A little bird did sing."

The pet canary is so well known, so many heart-breaks have

there been over its timely or untimely demise, and so numerous

are the stories told of them, that it would seem an almost waste

of time to tell another, but here is one which has not been told

more than once before, and which perhaps may touch the tender

heart of some lady bird-fancier.

In the disastrous BuU-run fight. No. I, the Colonel of a reg-

iment which figured there was struck down by a musket-ball,

and in due time was carried to his home in a distant city to die.

Before the gallant Colonel went to the war, his especial pet was

Beauty, a canary whose color he thought the richest, its song

the fullest and sweetest ever heard from canary throat ; and

which, thinking to please, amuse, and beguile him from his weary,

wasting sufferings, his wife now introduced into the sick-room.

But the poor Colonel, nervous, pettish, and fretful, from the na-

ture of his wounds, took a sudden dislike to his former pet, and

peremptorily ordered his wife to throw poor Beauty out of the

window I But Beauty would not be so thrust forth, and though

the window was opened, she fluttered about the room or hovered

about the bed of her once kind master, seeming to recognize and

evincing a most unmistakable attachment for him, and, as it

were, pitying his deplorable condition, while he, in a still more

peremptory manner, insisted on the bird's expulsion from the

room, and in order that the patient should not be further irritated

she was finally put out vl et armis. The poor discarded pet for a

moment perched in the branches of an ailantus tree which stood

in the yard, then flew quickly back through the window, which,

the weather being warm, had been left open, and forthwith alight-

ed on the sick man's forehead, who seemed so touched by the

affecting incident that he ordered no further attempt to be made

toward removing the " incumbent," and from that time forth for

the few days her master lived. Beauty's perching place, by day

and by night, was upon the pillow where rested his dying head.

The Colonel died, and his body was taken to a distant place

for interment, that his remains might moulder and mingle with

those of his kindred, which caused the family to be absent for

several days, during which time, strange to say, even in their
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great giicf, none seemed to think of tlie poor bird. When she

at Inst was brouf^ht to mind, haste wi\s made home to look after

her and her wants, but poor Beauty was dead ! dead ! stark and

stiflFwas she lying, in the holh)W of tlie pillow where her master's

liead liad so lately Iain. Alas ! poor dear songstress ; she would

never sing more. Too beautiful for interment, "her most sweet

body " was hauded to a certain taxidermist for preservation, from

wliom I had this sad, but true story of her death. HuON.

A gentleman, dining with a friend, was asked what part of the

fowl be |)referred. "Oh, only a bone." This request was literally

taken, andabone, well scraped was sent to him. "Half of that, if

you please," said he, sending back his plate.

Art received rather an awkward criticism from a free and easy

young man who recently met a sculptor in a social eiicle, and

addressed him thus : "Er—cr—so )'ou are the man—cr that makes

—er—mud heads "i" And this was the artist's reply : "Er —er

—

not all of 'em ; I didn't make yours."

Children have a hard time to learn the meaning of words;

and what wonder is if? "Ma, what is lankerl" inquired a bright-

looking child the other day.

"I'm sure I don't know, my son ; where did you hear the word ?"

"Why, at Sundaj'-sehool. You know they sing, 'We'll stand

the storm, it won't be long ; we'll lauker by-and by.'
"

A letter from Paris to a Phihuiel|ihia paper says, "Queer things

arc occasonally to bo seen in Paris, but a queerer sight than that

which I witnessed this morning on the line da la Paix, it has

rarely, if ever, been my lot to behold. In taking my morning

walk, I met a large while poodle, shaved and clipped lion fashion,

who wore a round, black velvet cap, coquettishly pl.aced on the

side of his curly head. In bis mouth he carried a basket, to the

handle of which a small ecru silk parasol had been adroitly at-

tached in such a maimer that in carrying the basket the dog held

the parasol over his head, and so shaded himself from the rays of

the sun. It is impossible to dcscriljc the gravity and aplomb of

bis dogship, nor the immense amusement of the street boys and

the passers-by at this novel spectacle."

Excfj/^NqEs.
([[^^Adverti.^ements under this head, of four Hnes, or forty-eight words de-

scribing and olfering fnr ExcliaiiiiC only, will be allowed at 25 cents
for e;Lcn and every insertion. i"or every line extra 10 cents will be chiirged.

(B^*"To EXCilANGKS FOR CASH'" Or "GREENBACKS," "WAKTED A PURCdASIIR,"
or '\VA^TED AN OFFER," etc., etc., cannot underauycircumstiioces be admitted
to the Exchange or llant column.
(l^^No Kxchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

O. F. STACKPOI^E, Goodwin's Mills, Lyman, Me., has extra
Brown Leghorn year old pullets to exchange for Houdans, G. S. Hamburgs,
Dark Brabnias, or B. B. R. Game hens, or year old pullets of good station
and size ; nothing given or taken of less than 85 points as per new standard.

STARR I^. BOOTH, Bristol, R. I., has a nice double-barrel shot
gun, made by Manton, London, No. 10 bore, 36-inch barrels, warranted Loo-
don fine twist, weight 14 lbs, to exchange for nice Light or Lark Bruhmas

;

want only good birds. Write.

"WM. J. CHINNIOK, Trenton, N. J., will exchange Rcses and
Flowering plants, a general assortment, for Fancy Pigeons, or Lop-eared
Rabbits.

JOSEPH H. RE:BITIEIST]G:R, Batavia, N. Y., will exchange 1
pair of Mottled Tumblers, 1 pair of Red Tumblers, 1 Red Female Tumbler, 1
Feather-legged Tumbler, and 1 single-barrel shot gun, for a good pair of White
Pearl-eved Jacobins.

S. B. HEATON, Monroe, N. Y., has Iloudan eggs, 1 pair Light
Brahma chlckp, (early hatch) ; chicks and young crows, grown and full

feathend, healthy and mi.'ichievous, to exchange for Fancy Pigeons, Bronze
Tuikey'M eggi*, and Pekin Ducks, or eggs.

BOX 18» Delaware rity, Del, has to exchange White Leghnrns, Brown
Leg'inrn cockerels, one Dominique Leghorn cockerel, one S. S. Ilamburg
pullet, one Brown Leghorn cock. Red Irish, BlHck and Tan, Gordon, Lnverack,

d Kiiglish Setter pups, one breech-loadiug shot-gun, for Brown Leghorn
pullets, P. Rocks, or ofiFers.

P. W. TARE^V, Toledo, Chin, wants to exchange a "White Game
cock, two " pit" heos, {one wt-ighs nearly 6 lbs) ; one Derby hen, two '' pit ''

cocks, (one Henney,) for Brown, Bed, or Bed-pile Gamea, fowls or chicks, or
eggs of same. I will i-hip first, to a reliable party.

A. V. €tTITir?IIN«S, Stonehnm. Mass. .will exchange his Fox Hound,
Spot. 14 months old, out of imported bitch, can give full pedigree, for small

English Beagle Harrier, tbat will run rabbits, or offers.

N". C. ITIITrH3':i^Ij, Indiannpnlis, Ind., Editor Bee Keeper's Direc-
tory, will exchange a few tested Italian Queen Bees for first-claas poultry.

D. Z. EVANS, JR., Town Point, Cecil Co., Md., will exchange
Sheep, Swine, Poultry, Dngs, &c., of difftrent breoda, and advertising in
good rura' papers, for A No. 1 Lop-cared Rabbits, Ilarnc^s, Robe, Blankets,
Buggy, or merchandise. Postals not noticed. Speak quick !

S. B. KKS.IiEV, Milltown.Me., will exchange one trio of Plymouth
R. chicks. May hatch, or year old fowls, for J. A. Whitman's Fountain Pump,
with ho=e and sprinkler in good order, and ready for use.

GEO. AV. DIXON, Worcester. Mass.. will exchange imported Lops,
Buck, 21x5, value .?25.0f) ; Buck, 20x4^, value S20.00 ;

Doe, 2ux4i. value
.'?20.00; Doc, 13 x4i, value !S12 00. Pair of llimalavana, valued SlO.OO—6 in
all. for ?40.00 cash, or merchandise at full value of each animal. White and
Crilored Guinea I'igs, and 2 pair young Lops, for most anything excepting live

stock.

E. RRAVSE, Zanesville, Ohio, wants to exchange extra fine Lop-
eared and Angora Rabbits, for a targe Zice Aquarium, or a good Talking
Parrot.

FRED. T. MARTIN, P.O. Box 87, Owego, N. Y., will exchange
one pair Bronze Turkeys, one pnir Brown Leghorns (Bonney strain), one
White Leghorn cock, and one Buff Cochin hen, for set buggy, harness, or
offers.

BOX 125G« Williamsport, Pa., will exchange, to make room for young
s*ock, Buff, Partridge, White and Black Cochin, Light and Dark Brahma,
White Sultan Black African Bantam hens, two female Canary birds, French
Accordian, Revolver; forcarpi-ts, window shadL'S and fixtures, chairs, or any
kind of house furniture—anj thing that will not eat. linns are all No 1.

B. HUL.se, Box 23, Allentown. N. .1., will exchange 2 litters of Shep-
herd pups, t*. Hocks, W. & H. Leghorns eggs, and Fancy Pigeons, for Gold
Sebright Bantam cock, Gold or Silver Sebright Bantam eggs or fowls, or W. 0.
B Polands eggs or fowLs.

II4k\V,\5ei> TWINING, Dovlesfown, Pa., has 8 Golden penciled
Ilai.il.urg.^, (li h^n.'^ and 2 cocks,) from Jlurst & Tuck's celebrated stock ; one
pair took 1st pTfiiiiiun at all the f^irs they were shown last winter. Will ex-
change the lot for equally good Black Hamburgs, or oITers. Speak quick.

JAS. H. PHII^I.IPS. Coventry, N. Y., will exchange one Trio G. P.
Hamburgs. pair of Part. Cochin hens. Buff Cochins, or eggs from No.l L. B's.,
or Brown L-'ghorns, for a lemon and white tetter bitch, of good pedigree, not
over two years old, or offers.

JNO. ITI. ROKERTSO , Box 173, Scr.inton, Pa., will exchange
Ealdhead and Red Splashed Tumblers, White and Spotted Fantnils, Croppers,
English Dragons, one trio Iloudans, one trio Buff Corhini--, one Scotch Terrier
dog pup. 3 months old, cropped ; one Skve Terrier hitch, a Vieauty ; for Ant-
werp Carriers. First-class birds wanted, and a liberal exchange given for

Book €^xchange.
AdTcrtisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, descrihing and

offering ONE Book for .Sa/e, Exchayige, or Wanted, will be allowed at 10 cents
for each and every insertion.

PHIIilP HOSEKS, Baltimore, Md., will exchange six cr eight
Light Urahma cockerels, last June's hatch, flrst-class birds, for pullets of
same variety.

A. C. HELTZELt, 807 North 2d St., St. Louis, Mo, will exchange
Gray Foxes, single or in pairs, not akin, and two to four months old, for B. li.

R. Games, or a male Black and Tan Terrier pup, or offers. All letters promptly

BOX 4S'», Middletown, Ct., will exchange a Liver and White Pointer,
6 months old, fairly trained—a staunch dog; for an English Setter, well

IKVIN W. CONKAD, Bernville.BerksCo ,Pa.,wantstoexchange
1 pair Partridge Cochins for Fancy Pigeons.

V4/;\pj jE D.

READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF ESCHANGES.
The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

J. S. ES>]?i:ONB.ES, Schenectady, N. Y., wants second-hand boohs on
wood turning, Architecturpi, and wood working in general. Give name of
publisher ; also a large gold pen. give name of maker and size.

H. C. PEASE. Reading, Pa., wants cast iron Aquarium Frames, n
r second-hand—octagon preferred ; also bird seed. Will give Fancy Pigt^i

n exchange.

A. "W. McKlNSTRY. Chicopee, Mass., wants a Black Spanish
cock. A friend wishes me to procure for him a good bird, hatch of '74 or '75.

Price must be reasonable.



THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL.
J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets Phila-

delphia, Fa., dealer in Segaris, W'eekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

MOORE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

Now Ready for Delivery,
PRICE,

In Paper Cover, --.---_. -30 cents.
In Cloth, 50 cents.

PREPARED BY MAIL.

liARGE DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS
Dtisiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

BOOKS FOR THE FANCIERS.
"Fanciers' Journal," for 1874 and 1875, bound in cloth (each) $3 75
Practical Poultry Keeper ^L. WrightJ 2 UO
The Brahma Fowl " 2 50
TheUou.ian Fowl 1 76
The Poultry Book (Tegetmeir) 9 00
The Pigeon Booh " 6 00
Brent's Pigeon Book 75
Poultry Breeding (Geyelin) 1 25
The Poulterer's Companion (Dement) 2 00
Domestic Poultry (Saunders) Paper, 40c., Cloth, 76
American Bird Fancier 30
Rabbit Fancier (Bement) 30
Yariation of Animals and Plants under Domestication (Darwin) 2 vis.... 6 00
Illustrated Book of Poultry (by L. Wright), in 25 monthly parts, each. . 50

Pigeons *'
" '* " " " 50

American Standard of Excellence 1 00
Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry, bound 15 00
The Dog, (Diuka, Mayhew, and Hutchinson) 3 00
Richardson on the Dog Paper, 30c., Cloth, 60
Canary Birds Paper, 50c., Cloth, 75
Cooper's Game Fowl 5 00
Taxidermist's Manual 1 00
Bryant's Forest Trees 1 50
Burr's Vegetable-* of America 6 00
Gray's Manual of Botany and Lessons, in 1 vol. 4 00
Gray's School and Field Book of Botany 2 50
Stouehenge on the Dog 3 75
Window Gardening I 50
Trout Culture, (J. H. Slack) 1 50
Cranberry Culture. (Joseph J. White) 1 26
Harris on the Pig. (Joseph Harris) 1 50
Downing's Fruits and Fruit Trees of America. 5 00
Parsons on the Kose. (Samuel B. Par.-;oDS) 1 60
Practical Floriculture. (P. Ilender.'Jon) 1 50
Forester's American Game in its Season 3 00
F, Forester s Horse and Horsemanship. 8vo. 2 vols 10 00
Frank Fore-ster's Field Sports. 8vo. 2 vols 6 00
Frank Forester's Sporting Scenes and Characters. Illustrated 2

vols, rimo 4 00
Frank Forester's Fish and Fishing. 100 Illustrations 3 50
Frank Forester's Manuel for Young Sportsmen 3 00
Gun, Rod, and Saddle I 00
Dead Shot ; or Sportsman's Complete Guide 1 75
Harney's Barns, Ont-Buildings, and Fences 6 00
American Rose Culturist 30
American Weeds and Useful Plants 1 75
Bommers .Method of Making Manures 25
Breck's New Book of Flowers 1 75
Buist's Flower Garden Directory 1 50
Buist^s Family Kitchen Gardener 1 00
Chorlton's Grape Grower's Guide 75
Cole's (S. W.) American Fruit Book 75
Cole's Veteriuarian 75
Dana's Muck Manual 1 25
DogandGun, (Hooper). Paper, 30c., Cloth, 60
Eastwood on Cranberry 75
Elliott's Lawn and Shade Trees 1 50
Field's (Thomas W.) Pear Culture 1 25
Fuller's Grape Culturir^t

, 1 20
Fuller's Strawberry Culturist 50
Grei^ory on Squashes 30
Guenon on Milch Cows 75
Harris's Insects Injurious to Vegetation 4 00
Henderson's Gardening for Profit 1 50
Hop Culture 40
HoopKs' Book of Evergreens 3 00
My Vineyard at Lakeview 1 25
Onion Culture 2q
Our Farm of Four Acres Paper, 56c., Cloth, 60
Pariiee on Strawberry Culture 75
Pedder's Land Measure 60
Quinb.v 's Mysteries of Bee Keeping 1 50
Biver's Miniature Fruit Garden 1 00
Thonipson's Food of Animals I 00
Warder 8 American Pomology 3 00
"Wheeler's Rural Hoaies 2 00
Wheelnr'M Homes for the People 3 00
Wood ward's Cottages and Farm llouees 1 50
Woodward's Suburban and Country Houses 1 50
Woodward's Country Homes 1 50
Rabbit Book for the Many 30

Any book on any advertised list will be sent prepaid by mail on receipt of
price. Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

J. F. FBRRIS^
[Fonnerly of Stamford, Conn.]

REMOVED
TO

HARTFORD.

THOEOUaHBRED POULTRY AND EGGS!

LOW PRICES TO MEET THE TIMES!

MY SPECIALTIES:
WHITE LEGHORNS I

PARTRIDGE COCHINS!

DARE BRAHMASl

EGG-S, 1.50 PER DOZEN!!
One dozen given as a premium with every order for four dozen. Safe trans-

portation guaranteed ! Eggs warranted fresh-laid, and packed carefully in
NEW BASKETS !

Prices of fowls and chicks on application!
Somp good hens at S3.00 each !

Correspondence a pleasure

!

\7S7- It I T E3 ! ! !

J. F. FERRIS, Hartford, Conn;

-DOYLE'S POULTRY B03K.—
BEADTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED WITH 20 FINE CHROMOS, AND

NUMEROUS WOOD CUTS.

Thick royal octavo^ cloth elegant, vi'ith ornate black and gold side and back

I>KICF, $4.00.
Sent, post-paid, on receipt of price. Address

FANCIERS' .JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA,

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BRAHMAS
ANB

IMPOETED BLACK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

FGGS AND CHICKS FOR SAI.E.

Write for Circdiab.

ZZOIVEXaNTG- E'XCa-XSOZN'.

By W. B. Tegetmelcr.
FRICF, 75 CENTS, FREE BY ItlAII..

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D. Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

id have won 16 first, "1" second, and two special premiums; stock from

Felc/i Williams, Hersleins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, $8.00 per 13.

H. PAUHAM, Lima, O.

William Atwood, Big Flats, N. Y.,

IS MAKING A SPECIALTY OF

LIGHT and DARK BRAETJHAS
PlbKIN DUCKS aud

ANTTTERP PIGEONS.
Having twenty-two pens in all, it enables him

to handle stock with a view of breeding to the

greatest perfection ; he has spared uo pains to get

the best to be had.
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Editor Fanciers' JonRNAL

:

I clip the foUowin-^ beautiful lines from one of my papers as a

dclieious morsel, too good to he lost r\s too many newspaper arti

cles are. The Spring, the coming time of the Robin, to be sure

is past, but the Fall is coming, when his song is still beautiful, as

well as cheering—for has not another poet told us in a beautiful

song

—

" Robin sings so sweetly in the falling of the year."

WITH THE ROBINS.

Sing, Robin, in the apple tree.

Sing loud your hnppiest strain,

My lover has come back to me,
And will not roam asairi.

He left me when the summer's light

Lay over all the land,

And only said, " Sweet love, good night,"

And fondly kissed my hand.

He did not conic when morning came,
And days and weeks went by.

And though I fondly call'd his name,
There came back no rcp'y

;

But when the earth was white with snow,
And winter winds blew chill,

A letter from afar did show
He was my lover still.

When the first violet came out

To see if spring were come.
And bluebirds made a merry rout

About my quiet home,
I said, when robins sing, I know

His face I sure will see;

This morning you your red breast show.
And he is here with me.

Thomas S. Collier.

FISH-BTJILDEES.

THE NESTS OF THE FINNY TRIBE—ODEIOUS HABITS OF THE
STICKLEBACK.

A. writer in Chambers' Journal says that one of the most com-

mon of our British fishes, the tiny stickleback, has attracted con-

siderable attention on account of its curious habit of building a

nest—rivaling in intricacy the homes of our feathered friends

—

in which it deposits its eggs, and over which it keeps watch and

guard till the tiny family are able to enter on tlie responsibilities

of sticlvleback life. Such precautions are unusual among the
iinny trilies, whose eggs are generally left to chance, or, in some
cases, adhere to friendly weeds till they batch out, and the young
ones face life in the world of waters, without a parent's care to
guide them. The lordly salmon makes an apology for a nest by
scooping out a hollow or " redd " in the gravel bed of the stream
which it ascends for the purpose; but this, compared with the
beautiful workmanship of the stickleback, is as the rook's collec-
tion of sticks to the mossy ball prepared liy Jenny Wren for her
bantlings. The instances of nest building fishes are rare, and it

is among tropical speuies that the majority of them occur. One
of these, whose lovely colors have caused it to be christened the
'rainbow fish," has lately been introduced in limited numbers
into Europe, where its beauty has created quite a furor among the
aquarium-keepers, and where it excites additioual interest on

account of its possessing the peculiarity of building a nest for the

reception of the eggs.

Probably the first person who has watched the whole of this

operation was Monsieur Carbonnier, a French naturalist, who
lately gave an account of his observations before the Paris Accli-

matizaiion Society. As in the ease of the stickleback, it is the

male fish which performs the principal duties of nurse and cradle-

keeper; but the nest of the rainbow fish differs from that of the

stickleback in the fact that it floats on the surface of the water,

whereas the latter is built among the weeds beneath. The ap-

proach of breeding time is marked by the increasing beauty of

color in the male fish, who dons his best robes in order to find

favor in the eyes of his mate. His scales then assume all the

Taried tints of the rainbow, every movement causing them to

scintillate with a metallic lustre and ever-changing hue, now
flasliing forth with increased splendor, now dying away for .a mo-
ment, only to appear with greater variety and intensity of color.

But his time is not all given to courting. He enters on the duties

of his prospective position with vigor; and his instinct, amount-
ing almost to sagacity, is thus exemplified in Monsieur Carbon-
nier's narrative.

The weeds growing in the aquarium in which some of his speci-

mens were confined were of a kind which would not float. The
fish tore off bits of the leaves in his mouth and expelled them
toward the surface ; but their specific gravity was too great, and
his efforts were unavailing. Monsieur Carbonnier, with a quick

perception of the fish's wants, replaced the plants with others of

a finer texture, and then had the pleasure of seeing the fish renew
its attempts with complete success. But the fish was too cunning
an architect to trust to the natural flotation of his building

materials, and after placing a few pieces together in position, he

formed several air-bubbles in a viscid secretion, which he was able

to eject from his mouth, and placed them in contact with his

floating nest. Just, in fact, as engineers among ourselves haye
proposed to raise the Vanguard by means of immense air-bags,

the rainbow flsh, wiser than ourselves, formed his air-bags and
attached them to his ship as a precautionary measure, to prevent

its sinking from natural instability, collision with piscine Iron

Dukes, or other untoward causes. Day by day the work of knit-

ting together the little morsels of weed progresses, till a floating

domed island three inches in diameter is formed (the fish itself is

not more than half the length) ; but this is, so to speak, only the

foundation of the edifice, the roof being in reality constructed

before any other part. Beneath this roof a complete circular nest

is built, which the fish welds together with the greatest industry

and patience, and not till it is complete does he seek his companion.

All this time the female has kept aloof, neither assisting her

companion nor encouraging him by her presence in the work of

nidification. But now she is induced to visit the home of her

future progeny, and the labors of the exemplary parent are re-

doubled. When the minute eggS*are laid, he collects them in his

mouth, and places them carefully within the nest, which he con-

tinually supports with fresh bubbles, lest the precious cargo

should overweight it. When all is safe, he stations himself on
guard before the only opening in the nest, and awaits the course

of events, ready to defend his handiwork against all comers,

while his better half retires altogether from the scene. In about

three days the eggs begin to hatch out. The parent fish then

destroys a number of the supporting air-bubbles, causing the nest

to sink deeper into the water, so that none of the young ones may
be "drowned" for want of water. As long as he can, he pre-

vents them from escaping from the paternal roof—the title is

hardly appropriate, however, for neither father nor mother has

inhabited the house ; but their strength rapidly increases ; and,

just as boys and girls leave home to better themselves, the young
rainbow fish burst from the father's apron-strings and are soon
exulting in their new-found freedom.
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PoJljPvY DEf^r^TlvENT'

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

DURING THE LAST TWO YEARS
A v.ist deal of complaint has been current among the breeders

and fanciers in America, tliat the hatching of eggs was difficult,

and that, compared with i-csults in prior years in this respect, the

success of poulterers in all directions was noticeably meager

—

more especially where the Bralimas, Cochins, and other large

fowls were being bred.

This state of things we have not failed to observe, and for three

or four seasons we have watched for some clear explanation of the

cmise which hiis brought about this result—so commonly known
nowadays, everywhere, among the fraternity in tlie United

States.

We have had theories, and have published in these columns,

from time to time, numerous opinions of those who have suffered

from this curious, but almost universally occurring, incident

among breeders—old and young. But the real trouble has not

yet been made known, satisfactorily.

This season, so far as we have heard, fanciers have experienced

better luck than hist year. In many places, however, the results

have been disheartening. In England, last year, but slight com-

plaint was noticed; but this spring (1876), thousands of dozens

of choice eggs set there, have proved infertile—for reasons as yet

clearly unknown or unexplained.

A practical breeder of long experience informs us that last year

out of over 1 ,200 eggs he set in March, April, and early May, he

obtained but about three hundred live chicks—or say 25 per cent.

from the settings. This year he has done better, getting out of

600 eggs over two hundred good chicks. All these are of the

Asiatics.

Hiiherto the chief reason for this non success, has been attri-

buted to the excessively cold and lengthy winter of 1874-75. But

the last winter—though severe at times—was not prolonged, and

this spring opened fine and promisingly. And now we have from

a careful and observant experimenter, the following suggestions

—

which we consider very reasonable, and to the point.

lie writes us that he " has experienced this same ill luck in late

years," and adds, " I have sought diligently for the cause of this

remarkable falling off in the average hatching of eggs from my
own stock, and also from those I have purchased from reliabl

men in various sections of the country, all of which have come

out about the same, in my hands. I have sent away, carefully

packed as usual, several dozens of eggs for incubation—not more

than a third of which have been found fertile. In some cases

not over two or three in the thirteen ! And this has been abou

what I have hatched at home ; while from others' eggs (purchas

ed) my success has been little or no better, this or last year. And
three years ago, I first observed the beginning of this failure

among my own stock—although, so far as I could see, my birds

were as healthy as ever ; and such chicks as I did hatch, grew a;

finely with me, or in the hands of others who purchased my
stock, as had been usual in my experience.

" Now I am quite convinced that the real difficulty is that we
have in this country (and in England, too,) been breeding from
the same .strains of poultry stock too long. In the case of the

Bralimas and Cocliins for instance, (all of which come down to us

through a very few original blooded birds of each variety,) we
have bred so many thousands u))on thousands in the last fifteen

or twenty years here, that it is not surprising the stock should

weaken, and run out comparatively, by this time. Good birds

are still raised, I know—and many more will be raised from these

strains. But when we get down to producing from any well-

known variety on the average, everywhere, not over two to three

chicks Irom a full dozen eggs set, year after year—it seems to me
we ought to look this fact squarely in the face, and make some

exertion to effect a remedy for this palpable misfortune !"

We agree with our correspondent. If the reader will remem-

ber, it was but a few years ago that, both in England and Amer-

ica, the fine White Dorkings were common and were highly prized.

The Gray or Colored Dorkings have now taken their place in

England quite generally, while in this country, we know of very

few flocks, scarcely any of the White variety, at present being

bred. With us on this side of the water they have about "run
out ;" and it was found at the last that their eggs, by degrees,

ceased to hatch here almost precisely as have some of the Asiatic

varieties, within the past year or two.

We must therefore have fresh blood among onr large birds.

We hear of no importations from China, or India, direct—in late

years—into England or America, of any of these favorite varie-

ties. Would it not be well for our leading fanciers to get out

from Shanghai or Calcutta some fresh stock, with which to infuse

new blood and stamina into the strains we now have here, and

which it is very clear are now deteriorating in such large num-

bers in proportion to the few that are still being successfully bred?

We really think this is worth considering. M.

(From Journal of Horticulture.)

THE EXHIBITION DORKING.—No. 10.

BY T. C. EURNELI,.

Amongst the different breeds of Dorkings, the Dark or Col-

ored Dorking, on account of its superior size, has always been

the favorite. This variety was originally called the Grey Dork-

ing, then the Colored Dorking, and now is generally known by

the name of the Dark Dorking, to distinguish it from the Silver-

Grey variety.

The first and most important point in a Dorking is the shape.

Most beginners are apt to think that five toes on each foot, and a

freedom from leg feathers and crest, are all that arc required to

make a good bird. Not so ; it is the peculiar shape which makes

the Dorking—the square, deep, and massive body, and the full

chest. The breast bone should be long and deep, to allow plenty

of room for putting on flesh, as it is the Dorking's breast which

gives it its pre-eminence for the table. The back should be broad

and flat at the shoulders, and should gradually narrow to the

hips ; the legs should be short and stout, and with plenty of

bone, as the leg is a good criterion of frame and capacity for put-

ting on flesh ; the thighs should lie close to the body, and not be

carried stilt-wise, as in the Cochin. The above points apply

equally to all Dorkings.

I will now state what is generally considered requisite in a show

bird of the Dark variety ; and first for the cock. Head of a good

size, eye large and dark in color, earlobe red, wattles long and

pendulous, comb either single or double. If the comb is single it

must be perfectly upright, quite straight, free from any excres-

cences at the sides, and evenly serrated with about six or seven
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sprigs; if rose-shaped (double), it should be close and firmly fixed

on the head, square in front, flat at the top with the exeeption of

numerous little sprigs, the sides straight and even, and the whole

comb narrowing behind in a distinct point. The comb in either

case should be of a good size, but without the least tendency to

coarseness. Rose-combs in Colored Dorkings have lately become
very scarce in the show pen, and not more than a dozen pens, I

think, have been seen at the Crystal Palace Show for the last five

years They are evidently not popular, the reasons doubtless be-

ing that they are more difficult to find in perfection, that tliey in-

varifibly become coarse and ungainly in the second year, and that

they are more open to being tampered with than the single

combs ; this latter, in my opinion, being a serious objection.

Rose and single-combed birds may be bred together, and a pro-

proportion of both will be found in the chickens; but this plan

should be avoided if possible, as coarse and ugly combs are sure to

be the resnlt, and neither comb will become fixed in the strain.

In a pen of birds for exhibition, of course the combs must match
;

if a rose combed cock and a single-combed hen were shown to-

gether, cert.Tin disqualification would be the result. Sometimes
we find a bird with a comb something between the two—that is, a
single comb in the front part expanding into two combs, as it

were, in ib.e middle, and joining again at the back, so as to form
a large hollow. These " cup " combs, as they are called, will not
now pass muster, and are only fit for the farm-yard. The neck
hackle should be very full, and should fall naturally, the feathers

not twisting over one another or rising in a hump behind the

neck; tail very large and full, with the feathers unusually broad
and arching, and the saddle hackles very plentiful ; legs short
and perfectly straight ; toes, five on each foot, the fourth and fifth

or hind toes being very distinct, and each growing separately from
the leg, the fifth toes turning upwards ; the front toes long,
straight, and well spread, and the spurs set well inside the leg, in

fact almost pointing at oue another.

Formerly the color of a Colored Dorking cock was immaterial,
hut of late years, since a separate class has been made for Silver-
Greys, this is not the case. The neck hackle should be clouded or
striped with black, and not be white, as in the Silver Grey. The
saddle, too, should be clouded, and the shoulders of a darkish
tinge. The accompanying illustration, drawn from a cockerel of
my own breeding, gives a very good idea of the color required in

a Dorking cock to match the Dark hens, which are now so fash-

ionable. A cock will pass muster if he is not so darkly striped

in the neck hackle; but a Colored Dorking Cock with almost

white hackle and shoulders is not the proper mnte citlier for tlie

show pen or breeding for a Dark ben, any more than a Silver

Duckwing Game cock is a match for a Brown Red Game ben.

To a critical eye one is quite as objectionable as the other.

Occasionally we see cocks showing a good deal of red or chestnut

"II the shoulders. These will pass with a Dark ben and often

lirccd very good pullets, but they are not so suitable in my opinion

MS cocks only showing black and grey. It is commonly thought
that white in the breast or tail is a bad point. This is a mistake,

and arises from confusing the colors of the Dark and Silver-Grey

varieties. A little white in the breast of a Dark cock, or on the

thighs, is no detriment, nor is white in the tail; in fact, I have
iicvur seen a really good Dark cock without white in the sickle

Irathcr—a " gay " sickle, as it is termed. My first prize cock at

ilii' I'alace, and first cockerel at Birmingham, this year, both hud
"bite in the sickles, as also had my second Pahace and cup Bir-

mingham cock the year before, and I have yet to learn that it is

any disadvantage. Of course a very white breast or tail is a dis-

advantage
; but it is no disqualification if a bird is good in other

respects, and often appears after a moult in a bird which was pre-

viously quite free from it.

I have said a good deal about the white in the tail, as the only

results of rejecting gay-sickled birds would be to reduce the size

of Dorkings by making the choice of show specimens much more
difficult, or else to introduce the plucking-and-trimming system,

which is such a curse to many other breeds. The color of the

legs and feet should be white ; the color of the flesh and skin of

a fowl is always of the same tinge and color as the feet. So in the

Dorking, which is essentially the tabic fowl, it is very important

that this should he white.

I have now mentioned most of the necessary points, and to

assist beginners will now state the most common defects. Many
Dorkings have undoubtedly been crossed some time with other

breeds, such as Cochins or Malays ; but such crosses can nearly

alw.iys be detected. Long legs and deficiency of chest are certain

signs of a cross, as also are yellow beaks and toe nails. A small

tail, too, should be looked upon with suspicion, as a large and flow-

ing tail is inseparable from a pure-bred Dorking. The comb in

the cock sometimes falls to one side and lops behind ; both these

are signs of lack of condition and health, and are ruinous in the

show pen, as also is a bad twist or bend in the comb, though a

slight turn or "thumb mark" in the front of the comb is not so

important as in a Spanish cock. A crooked leg is not at all an

uncommon defect, and should be carefully looked to in buying a

bird ; but the feet, as a rule, are where the most attention is re-

quired, as not only are corns found under the feet, but the hind

toes are frequently badly set on. The big toes often curve inwards

and the front toes are sometimes set too closely together instead of

being well spread. These two last are bad defects. Spurs are

found outside, too high up, or at the back of the leg; these

blemishes are fast becoming common, and require to be looked

to. A decided dark tinge or "sootiness" in the feet is certain

disqualification, as also are feathered legs.

CFor Fanciers' Journal.

^

WHITE CRESTED BLACK POLISH.
THE EFFECTS OF A VOYAGE.

In the long chain of God's handiwork and wisdom, as developed

in the animal race, man stands at the head, alone gifted with a

complete language, whereby he can communicate liis thoughts,

feelings, and impressions, but when we descend in the scale of living

beings, we must satisfy ourselves to read, mark, and learn, what

they would fain tell us, by their action and glance of the eye.
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All domesticated birds and quadrupeds have a power to manifest

pain and pleasure, by well-defined signs, which he that runs may
read ; even symptoms of their manifold diseases are being rapidly

learned and remedies provided, in many cases complaints approx-

imating to those of man.

An instance which came under my own observation, demon-

strates the fact, that fowls are subject to the same painful sensa-

tions of a voyage as we are ourselves. On the 6th of the present

month, I received advice from England of the shipping to me a

trio of White Crested Black Poland Fowls, from which I judged

that they ought to be, if not having arrived, at New York, and

through the kind sei-vices of Mr. Booth, the superintendent of

Adams' Express in this city, they were sought out and promptly

delivered to me on the second morning following. I was glad to

see the three beauties safely arrive, but at one glance I noticed

they looked weary and listless. They had evidently not starved

for food and water, judging by the abundance of a good quality of

corn in the bottom of the hamper, and the vessel of water at the

side. For the delectation of amateurs, we give the items of ex-

pense for transit from Liverpool to Hartford, by Baldwin Bros. &
Go's American-European Express :

Custom fees, expenses and cartage, $1 .50

Commission, $2.00, freight $10.55, 12.55

To butcher for attendance, 5.00

Collection, .25

Express, (Adams_) 1.00

$20.30

I took them out of the basket, and carefully examined them

one by one : one hen had a slight bruise under its wing ; the other

had a little cold in one eye, which indicated something worse to

follow, if not checked. I therefore took a soft sponge and ap-

plied water and castile soap, and gave it a few drops of tincture

of nitre on sugar, which had the desired effect. The cock was

apparently well, with the exception that it was evidently laboring

under great distress and alarm ; on being moved by hand, it

thrust its head under its breast, .and on being but down on the

ground, put it flat down, and made a complete somersault, as

deftly as any schoolboy; it was evidently dizzy. When put

on the roost at night, when darkness was setting in, he would

scream in great alarm for five or ten minutes, as if anticipating

another storm, when he would hide his head under his breast.

None of them, on being first put in the yard, could walk steady,

but moved about with a hop, skip and jump. These eccentricities,

however, gradually wore ( ff in two or three dajs. I saw they

needed rest and quietness, and in a week they were almost re-

stored to their former strength and vigor. I have imported birds

before, but never saw the effects of a voyage so marked as in

these. Andrew Sugden.

SHIPPING FOWLS.
At our last show I noted the various ways in which some

breeders ship fowls. Some come in very heavij rough boxes

—

boards an inch and a half thick
; [some in lath boxes, with no

protection whatever from the elements. The best coops I hare

yet seen—or perhaps I might say—the most properly shipped

birds I have seen, were some from the yards of J, ^i . Bicknell.

These coops were made of tidn boards, hard wood with half inch

pine bottoms and partitions ; they were tight, e.xcept on top, so no

cold draughts could affect the birds ; a place for feed, and cups

for water, in each box two seperate trios was transported, at much
less weight than one trio is generally boxed. If some of those

"Phansiers" who ship a trio of Bantams in a dry goods box,

would only bear in mind that parties who buy fowls generally

have their hen houses built, and don't want lumber—especially at

express ive rates. Let the fanciers ship their fowls in light boxes

as possible, and perhaps the extra charges thus saved the pur-

chaser, may possibly find its way into other pockets than that of

the Express Co. G. 0. B.

HEREON vs. WARREN.
Worcester, Mass., June 13th, 1876.

J. M. Wade, Esq., Editor:

My Teak Sir:—It is entirely true that in the fall of 1875, I

received a bank draft for $25 from Mr. E. M. Herron, Indianapo-

lis, Ind., for a trio of my game birds. I filled the order Sept. 18,

1875, from my Leicester y.ards, and received from Mr. Herron a

very satisfactory letter in praise for the birds. It is also true that

on the 7th of Feb. 1876, he wrote me of the death of his cockerel,

and wishing my lowest terms for another as good,and desired and

urged that on account of his ill success, or loss, that I should

furnish him a male bird at a less price. It is true that I replied

to him, Feb. 9th, 1876, that I could only send him a late hatched

chicken which would be A No. 1, price $12. He replied to this

letter still urging that I should sell him a cockerel at a less price

than $12, to which I replied Feb. 18, 1876, th.at the cockerel I

should send would be all right for breeding, but I was so short I

could not possibly let him have one less than $12. It is also true

that Mr. Herron sent me a bank draft for $12 which I received,

and on March 6th, 1876^ from my Leicester yard, I sent him one

of my best Belden St.igs, hatched in Sept., 1875, and which Mr.

Parker and myself personally/ selected and pronounced an A
No. 1 cockerel. On receipt of this bird I received a letter from

Mr. Herron stating that I had swindled him, and that he had re-

turned the bird, saxing he wanted immediately either the money

or another bird and that he wished me to understand that A. D.

Warren could not swindle him, and then enumerated the disquali-

fications which I pronounced in my letter of March 17th, 1876,

to be entirely false in one particular at least; that of the wry

tail. The letter of Herron annoyed me exceedingly. It made

me feel sick to think I was engaged in such a business. It made

me think that this man Herron said to himself "Well now I have

got this man Warren entirely in my power—I am bound to get

from him an old, fully developed bird, for with his reputation, he

would make me a present, rather than undergo a controversy."

He writes me April 28th, 1876, " I have delayed answering until

I could get replies from Jos. M. Wade, and other prominent fan-

ciers., but if you will send me at once, expressage paid, a bird that

judges here or W. H. Todd of Vermillion, Ohio, pronounces 1st

class, I will be satisfied ; otherwise, I shall proceed to business,"

and then follows on a series of threats, and concludes the letter by

saying "I am very much of the opinion thatyou do not know me
but think you will, unlei>s you do as I say, knOAv me much better

in the future than you do now, and further, that you will conclude

that that little $12 did more advertising for you than any similar

amount you ever before became possessed of" To which I re-

plied that I had sent him a first class bird. He had returned the

sameat an expense to me of $4.20 with complaints that I declared

false and untrue ; that the bird was in my possession subject to

his order. And May 1st, in answer to a letter from him, dated

April 28th, in which he said if I did not at once send him the $12

he should send to each of the poultry papers his story, and would

have circulars printed to send to every poultry breeder in the States.

Says he should be on hiind at the Centennial, Boston, and what

large shows there should be; would spend $50 or $100 if necessary,

and ends by saying " Doubtless the good people of Worcester

would be rejoiced to learn that A. D. Warren was an object of

charity."

I say in reply to this, I wrote May 1st that my rejily was the

same substantially as in my letter of April 21st, with the addition

that I shouUd not do as he demanded of me. Said I would remit

him $7.80 less the $4.20 paid for express or if he would remit me
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$4.20, I would seiiil liim anotlier Ijird, but very generoushj sug-

gested tliat his best method would be to make good his threats.

After lieating around for some time, and getting into the position

that he had gone so far that he was obliged to do something, he

has giveu tlie country liis story. Since the starting of this, I have

laid the subject before some of my friends, all of whom I think are

honest men. One says, "Well Warren, if you have got the back

bone to stand up to this thing, and challenge Herron to make a

statement that shall affect your honor, and if he dares make it you

can honestly repel his insinuations, do so, and manj' a hard work-

ing, good, respectable breeder will rise and pay you tribute. An-

other says, "any man who would say to me that my friend, 'Al.

Warren, my boy,' would for the paltry sum of twelve dollars,

take advantage of any one, I would tell him he either lied or

was mistaken." Another says :
" Take no notice of it, it is an old

game to make."

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, let me say that the sum of S12 or

another of my birds would have sileuced this matter, and certain-

ly I desire no publicity, but sir, I do most sincerely think that

this man Herron thought he could frighten me into his ideas, con-

sequently I do not believe him to be an honest man. The bird I

sent was a late hatched, but a perfect bird, so far as tail and health.

I have him now, and I am sure that for such a bird this fall, Mr.

Belden would charge me S.iO gold,and expenses. I have raised better

birds, but he will now figure 85 points, I am sure by our standard.

Herron alludes to other irregularities, which I shall make him

prove outside of any poultry organ. I can .say that from the sale

of stock amounting to S4,691, 1 have had six complaints only, and

I do not think one of them reflected on myself as taking advantage.

It is getting harder, and more difficult tosuit the tastes of fanciers.

They all want fully developed birds that will figure Jus* 100 points
;

that is what it means, and any one shipping birds from Worcester

Mass., to Indianapolis, Indiana, in the month of March, should

not be held responsible if the chickens catch cold. Awry tail is

another question, and unpardonable on the part of a shipper; this

accusation I simply deny in toto, and if Mess. Fry and Christain

subscribe their statement on the bird I sent, I have my opinion of

their knowledge in that line.

This is a good time to make and hear complaints. It is high

time reform should be the order of the day. If I am judged guilty

in this, say so, and I will give up my clothing entire, which has

belonged to honorable bodies. Herron writes in one of his letters

that he understands A. D. Warren goes to the A. P. A. with all

his complaints. He is right. That is the place to go to in my
judgment, and I should go there every time in cases like this.

My reputation is to me, of more value than any business I might
have. I raise chickens more for the pleasure that others and my-
self derive, than for the gain. And I probably put out more money
every year than any other breeder of a single variety in the world.

And it only makes me happy when I know I have pleased a cus-

tomer or friend. Those who know me best, know whether or not
I would be guilty of such charges. And it is a duty incumbent
on them to have this matter well weighed. Among the orders I

have received for birds for the season of 1876, let me say I am
perfectly willing to cancel all, if they are in any way influenced

by this case. I in the future as in the past warrant full and thor-

oughly my stock, and shall never send out any hut first-class Black
Breasted Eed Game stock.

Begging pardon for the time &c.,

I am very truly yours,

A. D. Waeren.
Leicestek, Mass., )

June 16th, 1876. }

This is to certify that I have bred Game fowls for Mr. A. D.
Warren for the past three years, and I know it has always been
his aim to sell nothing but first class birds, and that he would on

no account allow one of inferior ^juality to leave his yards. In

regard to the cockerel sent to Mr. Herron he was a very fine Beldon

Slag but was late hatched and not as old when shipped as Mr.

Warren^usually requires them to be, but before sending he wrote

to Mr. Herron informing him of that fact, .and Mr. H. ordered him

to be sent, and we selected him as a very fine bird, he had not a wry

tail nor any deformity whatever. I would not send, nor would .

Mr. Warren allow a wry-tailed bird to be sent to any one. I con-

sider it the worst kind of a disqualification in any variety of fowl.

Any bird in Mr. Warren's yards that showed the least tendency to

a wry tail, would be very short lived indeed.

G. F. Parker.

Shkewsbuet, Mass., I

June 12th, 1876. )

I hereby certify that for the past two years I have bred Game
fowls for Mr. A. D. Warren of Worcester, and that I have always'

found him e.xceedingly particular in the selection of his birds, and

never knew him to send out a poor one, and I believe he would

rather lose the sale of a trio at a fancy price than to sell an infe-

rior bird for §100. I know him I think, thoroughly, and know

him to be a man above taking advantage of any one.

H. S. Ball.

AMONG THE FANCIERS.

A few days ago I went on a visit to some of our poultry men.

C. E. L. Hayward has the largest variety of fowls and pigeons in

New England. He lives on a farm in Hancock, but his express

and post-office is at Peterboro, N. H. He breeds all the Asiatics,

Brown, WTiite, and Black Leghorns, S. S. G. S., .and Black Ham-
burgs, S. S. Polish, B. B. Red and Blue) Pile Games, P. Rocks,

Dominiques, Black Spanish, B. B. R., and Silver Duckwiug,

Game Bantams, G. Sebright, S. Sebright
'
Bantams, Black African

Bantams, White Booted Bantams, White and Colored Mnsk,

Rouen, Cayuga, White Crested Pekin, Aylesbury, Mallard, White

Call Ducks, Bronze Turkeys.

His collection of pigeons is very large, and are nearly all first-

class birds. He has nearly all the different colors of Fans,

Jacobins, Pouters, Carriers, Trumpeters, Tumblers, Duchess,

Barbs, Magpies, Turbits, Swallows, Archangels, Snells, Priests,

Ring-neck Doves, and other varieties on the way.

Mr. Hayward lives on a farm of about 400 acres, and is largely

engaged in fruit growing and butter making, and keeps Essex

j

swine to eat the sour milk. The fowls are kept in sm<all houses,

i

cheaply built and scattered over his farm. It is quite a job to

tramp over his premises. Mr. Hayward told me that his sales of

eggs had been very large this spring, and have hatched very well.

His stock cost very high, and was obtained from the best breeders

in the country. His Black African Bantams from Bicknell are

extra good.

Mr. Hayward has never exhibited at any of our shows, but we

hope to get him out next winter. I intended to visit E. R.

Spaulding, the " Game Bantam Man," (but it was too hot (92°).

Shall try and look his stock over in Sept.

J. G. McKebn.

AETIFICIAL HATCHING.
The Chinese rear immense numbers of ducks, which are hatch-

ed by placing the eggs in a box of sand and they then keep the

box of sand at a heat suitable to hatch eggs, when hatched

they are fed on craw-fish and crabs (I think they would

be "backward" in their growth), cut in small pieces and

generally boiled with rice; they (the ducks) are kept in boats,

300 or 400 in each, going out to feed every morning and return-

ing when wanted by call of the master.

Teee^ Filius.
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qEOfJ DEf'A^F^JjVlEflT'

(for Panciers' Journal.)

PIGEON FLYING.
New York, June 15th, 1876.

Peof. a. N. Bade:

Sir :—Knowing that you are a pigeon fancier, and also a friend

of the interesting pigeon called ' 'leVoyageur," or homing Antwerp

and wishing to get from you a few references in regard to the dis'

tance of your place from Philadelphia, and also from New York.

I have thought to write this letter, with the request that you pub-

lish your answer in the Fanciers' Joursal, of Hartford, Conn
Last year for the first time in the Colombophilic sport of the racing

of the Antwerps in the United States, the Philadelphia and

New York fanciers had a few races ; our New York birds had to

fly from Philadelphia, and the Philadelphia fanciers' birds had to

fly from New York. Our first race was for a valuable gold medal,

known as the champion medal of the Philadelphia and New York
flying pigeon fanciers. My bird won the medal, doing the dis-

tance from Philadelphia to New York in about 4 hours 30 minutes,

while it took Mr. T. Grist's bird 59i minutes more, and the other

birds were ruled out of time, as they came too late to be taken any

notice of. As you will see, sir, our birds made bad time, as a

distance of 90 miles could be easily flown with clear weather and

favorable wind in two hours. It happened that the day of the race

was a very foggy day, at least, so in the morning. Here in New
York, as is generally the case, like in all large cities, particularly

when lying near the sea coast, it was very foggy at 6 o'clock, a. m.,

and as the conditions were that our birds should be tossed at 7

o'clock, it was very hazy at that time yet, although the fog had

cleared off to a great extent. In Philadelphia, it seems, there was

also a great cloudiness hanging over the city, but as Mr. Grist

wrote me it was considerably cleared away at 7 o'clock. Mr.

Grists's bird, who had flown the distance from New York to

Philadelphia often, never took so long a time as it did the time of

the race. Mr. Grist, although not winning the gold medal, in-

sisted if the weather had been as clear in New York as it was in

Philadelphia, that his bird would liave made a better record, and

might have beaten mine. May this be so or not, there is some ir-

regularity and unfairness in flying birds in diflferent directions and

different atmospheres, and therefore I have taken the liberty to

address you this letter, so as to see if the direction in which you

live, should not be a desirable one to fly both the Philadelphia

and New York birds, in case of races.

I think that Lock Haven lies west from Philadelphia, and also

from New York
; the distance is not much farther from the one

place than from the other, and it being inland, and away from the

sea coast, I think that the atmosphere must be pure and free from

all gases and haziness. You are aware sir, that the best author-

ities on the pigeon Voyageur attribute their remarkable powers of

returning home from great distances to their extraordinary sharp

eye-sight aided certainly by superior breed and instinct. All fan-

ciers of the homing bird, who have raced their pigeons know that if

they send their pets to voyages in foggy weather they generally

get lost, or at least stay away until the weather is cleared up be-

fore they can locate themselves, and be able to find their destina-

tion. It is then the first duty for a fancier to study the directions

where generally the clearest weather prevails. As I said before,

and as almost everybody knows, the sea coast is generally foggy,

and I think therefore that we should keep away from the sea coast.

Certainly we all know that the wind in the summer months gen-

erally blows from the south or south-west, and therefore it is not

advisable to train toward the north, as in case of training in that

direction the birds lose also one great point, which is that they

have to fly against the wind, but when they are flying from the

west to the east, as I think your town lies from Philadelphia and

New York, the inconvenience which the birds might have by not

exactly flying with the wind, will more than tenfold compensate

by the clear atmosphere they will encounter by flying from the in-

terior towns.

Lock Haven, by looking at the map, must be about 175 miles

from New York, .and about 155 from Philadelphia. Although in

such a race the New Yorlc pigeons should have to fly about twenty

more miles, this could be arranged by allowing time. A race

from such a distance would certainly attract the attention of all

the pigeon fanciers in the country, and stimvtlate the desire to breed

and train the homing bird.

I propose then in the name of the New York fanciers a great

pigeon match with birds bred in 1876, from thecity of Lock Haven,

on the 30th of September next; the first prize to consist of a valu-

able gold watch and chain, and the value thereof to be raised by

a subscription of all the participating fanciers. I will lead the

list with $1 5.00, and although I have not spoken to Mr. Waefelaer

from Hohoken, N. J., about it, I guarantee at least as much more

from him, and if every fancier does according to his desire and

means, we will be able to add perhaps another gold watch for a

second prize. Now Sir, if every fancier will take care of his

young stock, and keep them undisturbed till the half of August

before he commences to train any of them, there is no doubt

that all will have plenty of birds to participate in the race. Un-

luckily some young fanciers not accustomed to handle the flying

breed, and not understanding the way they train in Belgium, com-

mence to train and race their young birds in May, June and July,

in some matches from short distances. This is not the way to do,

as in these months the races should be done with old birds. In

Belgium we commence to train our old birds about the first of

May, and stop with them about the latter part of July. Between

this interval all the racing is done with the old birds, and the

young birds are left undisturbed. Then only we commence with

the young birds, and as it might be of some interest to you,

and to show that what I advance is true in every respect, I give

you here below the places which are selected in Antwerp to train

their birds from, and I will also give as near as I can the dis-

tances.

The Antwerp paper, the Pigeon Fancier of April the 29th, says :

Public list of the exercises and prize races for the year 1876.

WITH OLD BIRDS :

Sunday, May the 7th, from Beveren, 5 miles from Antwerp.
Tuesday, "
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WITH TODNG BIBDS BRED IN 1876 :

Suiulay July the 16th, from Bevercn, 5 miles from Antwerp.

Tuesday, " " IStli,
"

St. Nicolas, 12 " "
"

Thursday," " 20th,
" Lokercn, 18 " "

"

Sunday, " " 23d,
" Ghendt, 30 prize race.

Tuesday, " " 25th, " " " " "

Sunday, " " 30th,
" Tournay, 50 " "

" August" 6th,
" Valenciennes 80 " "

" " 13th, " Albert, 140
"

" " 20th, " Creuil, 200 " "

" " 27th, " Etamps, 240 " "
" Sept." 10th,

" Beaugency, 275 " "

You will see Sir, that the old birds which for the greatest part

are experienced birds, that is to say birds who have flown some

distances the year before, are not given so many exercises, while

young birds are trained with more caution. If I recommend to

commence the training of the young birds only in the middle of

August, instead of in the middle of July, as they do in Belgium,

it is that the heat is generally a great deal stronger here than it is

in Belgium and in the north of France, besides the month of Sep-

tember is a favorable month for training pigeons, the weather be-

ing generally clear, and very fine in this country,

Trusting Sir, that you will give the desired references, as also

the railroad facilities with your plan from New York and Phila-

delphia, I am Sir, yours respectfully,

John Van Opstal.

4 Lewis St., New York.

Lock Haven, Pa., June 17, 1876.

John Van Opstal, Esq.:

Dear Sir:—In answer to your communication of the 15th

inst., I would say that in a direct line as nearly as I can ascertain,

our city is about 155 miles from Philadelphia, and 185 miles from

New York. The town is accessible by rail from cither New York

or Philadelphia via Harrisburg, four times daily : at 9.40 A. M.,

and 3.15, 7.30 and 10.30 p. M. Our railway distance from Phila-

delphia is 226 miles, and from Harrisburg 118 miles.'

From Philadelphia the towns of Reading, Pottsville, and North-

umberland arc in almost a direct Hue to Lock Haven ; and from

New York, the towns of Easton, Tamaqua, and Northumberland

are similarly situated, making good practice points from which to

fly while training. At Tamaqua, Col. John Hendricks, and at

Northumberland Col. David Taggart, two ardent veteran fanciers,

would doubtless be willing to give their assistance in caring for

the birds, &c. I am unable to name any fanciers in either Potts-

ville or Reading, but there are numbers in both places.

At Lock Haven any assistance I might be able to render would

be given willingly. I hope your challenge may be accepted, and

that a match may be made for the time you mention. Our morn-

ings here are generally beautiful and clear, and I think favorable

to a good start. I trust that we may be able to get up a "rousing

good" race, and that there may be watches enougb to go around.

Letters asking such information as may be in my power to give, will

be cheerfully answered. Yours,

A. N. Raub.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE LATE PIGEON RACE.
Philadelphia, June 20, 1876.

In looking over the Journal of June 19, I must confess I was

astonished in reading an article from my friend John Van Opstal

of New York, on our late pigeon race on May 6th.

When Mr. Van Opstal was in Philadelphia lately, these are the

arrangements he agreed to : For Philadelphia fanciers to arrange

the race ; that he should be perfectly satisfied with the arrange-

ments they made as he knew they would be fair and honourable.

Now, I )can assure you Mr. Editor and your readers, that the

race was a fair and square one, and Mr. Van Opstal lost the race

fair on the merits of his birds. It is true he wrote to me after the

race was over that the race ought to be flown over again, as he

claimed the weather was not as clear at Trenton where his birds

were tossed as it was at Northeast where ours were tossed. This

is what I learned from those that took the birds to Northeast, the

weather was clear there, and also those that saw his birds tossed

at Trenton, and his birds were seen flying in the air very high.

His birds were tossed fifteen minutes apart, and they flew around

till they all got together and then went out of sight. His birds

were tossed shortly after the train arrived at Trenton. It was

impossible for us to toss our birds at the same time as his, as the

train did not arrive at Northeast till after ten o'clock, and this is

the reason our birds were tossed three-quarters of an hour later

than his. He also states that I persuaded him not to fly the match

over again. This is what I wrote him : that we would not fly over

again for the same prizes as we had already won them fair and

honorable, but if he was not satisfied with the result of the race

he could have another match for anything he chose to name.

Then he wrote me he was satisfied with the result of the race.

He also states that I have made a mistake, and Newark is eighty

miles instead of forty. It is he who makes the mistake and not

I, as it is forty miles on Baltimore road. He also states that

Philadelphia has not got a pigeon that can fly from Newark to

Philadelphia in 1 hour 90 seconds. We did do it on 29th

of April, and are willing to back our bird again if he will back his

bird to do what he claims; that is, to fly from Trenton to New
York in 1 hour and 5 minutes, as the Philadelphia fanciers think

his birds cannot do it in that time, and he shall liave clear weather

and a week's training from the time this is published in the

Journal, for $50, and we will back our bird to do what we claim

from Newark on the 29th of April. All I can say to my friend

Van Opstal, if he is not satisfied with the result of the race on the

6th, we are open to fly again for anything he chooses to mention.

We will fly 52 miles on the Baltimore Road, and he to fly 52

miles on New York road. The Gi-ist fanciers will not accept any

matches from the New York fanciers until they have settled these.

Hoping they will accept all three of them and prove to the

fanciers which is right.

T. Grist, Philadelphia, Pa.

A MAN who had been nearly talked to death by loquacious

barbers went into a shop the other day which he had never pat-

ronized before, and handed one of the artists a card bearing the

words : "Give me an easy shave." The barber motioned him to a

chair, and then, turning around, winked at his fellow-barbers and

said : "Here's a deaf and dumb 'un, boys; wants an easy shave."

"Well, if you gash him he can't talk back," replied one who was

lolling in his chair, waiting for "next." "Ko, you let he can't,"

returned the first. "An easy shave be blowed ! Why, he's got

bristles on him like a Texas boar, and his skin looks tougher than

a canal mule's." The boys laughed, and the operator, who in

the meantime had lathered the man's face, indulged in further

comments as he urged the razor over the facial territory before

him. "What a nose that is," said he. "If he should sneeze

where would I be ! Well, his cheek is harder than a razor hone."

"Do you want us to help hold his nose back while you go over

his lips, Johnny 1" asked another of the idle razor wielders. "Don't

know but I will want a little help." "Be careful, and don't drop

your razor down his ear, or you'll lose it," admonished another.

"What a dirty head he's got," observed Johnny, as he ran his

fingers through the boy's hair. "I say, some of you fellows write

a card, and ask him if he don't want a shampoo." The card was

written and presented to the man who shook his head at it, and,

the job being finished, he rose from the chair. "It's all right, boys,"

said he, as he laid down his fifteen cents. "I didn't mind your

talk any, I could stand it first rate so long as you didn't say any-

thing about base ball, third term, or the whisky-ring frauds." He
disappeared, and those barbers sat down and thought about him.

— Chicago Times.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEA^T.
THE FUTHEE OF THE POULTKT INTEREST.

Judging from the past, we are inclined to think that the future

of the poiiltrj' interests of American breeders may be foretold, in

the light of the present day, if we reason from plain analogy.

We gave our views recently upon one important point, in con-

nection with this subject—and urged upon the attention of our

readers tlie necessity of steadiness in purpose in this business, be-

cause we have found in our experience in this matter that many
fanciers are apt to deal altogether superficially with the undertak-

ing, while at the same time they indulge in " great expectations

"

that cannot be reali;4ed through brief or uncertain exertions.

Many young breeders who embark in this enterprise hopefully,

and under comparatively favorable auspices—who build capacious

houses and procure costly specimens of stock—and who find upon

their premises goodly numbers of what they esteem fine birds,

after a year or two—also ascertain that, for reasons they cannot

comprehend, their fowls are not saleable, or that the demand for

what they expected to realise largely upon, does not prove so

active as they had anticipated.

At the same time they see that Messrs. Jones, Smith, and Robin-

son—who have been engaged in the work for ten, fifteen or twenty

years, and who have raised and sold hundreds of fowls while

they have been getting a few dozens ready for disposal, still sell

their choice specimens at good figures, and at the season's close

have none to spare. This result discourages the younger fanciers,

and they cry out "the business is overdone !" or "there is no

sale for fancy chickens, now," or " the bottom is dropping out,

evidently
!"

We repeat what we have said before, that the business of chick-

en-raising is a w'ork of time, and there is but one way in which it

can be made a successful undertaking—to any considerable ex-

tent. And this result involves method at the outset, the culture

of good stock from the start, study and application continuously,

and the making of the breeder's accomplishments known as

widely as possible—when he comes to possess surplus stock—to

the hundreds and thousands of would-be purchasers of his sup-

plies, from season to season, through the proper channels of judi-

cious advertising.

But over and above all it is necessary when the dull times come
round— as come they will, from one period to another—that

breeders should " hold fast to that which is good," in this busi-

ness. While they should never hide their light beneath a bushel,

at any time, especially should they remember that perseverance

in any laudable undertaking is requisite to success. And because

there occurs a slackness in trade, or a dearth in the demand for

their stock at a given time, it is no reason that they "give it up
so," by any means ! This plan surely will never lead to success,

And so we feel assured that the future of the fancy poultry

interest is quite within the control and shaping of our breeders

themselves. If the advice of one who has for years been engaged
largely in tliis calling lie useful, it is suggested again that those

who have now on hand a surplus stock, should manage their

flocks with care and good judgment—adhering to the principle

that only the best fowls are worth keeping, nowadays ; and look-

ing forward to the time when the demand for good birds will

again be active and brisk, as it has been for years, until within a

very recent period.

It may be—and we think it is quite likely—that for the next

twelvemonth, this successful activity so long enjoyed by the gene-

rality of fanciers will be checked. And such a result perliaps

will prove healthful to the fancy. Prizes have ruled high, for ten

years past. A decline is natural. We c.<!n't always expect to be

riding upon the top of the wave, surely.

But let us be steady in our aim, and let those who this fall

possess good strains of stock hold on to their choice breeds, and

improve them, if possible, another year. The tide will turn, per-

haps before we are aware of it. Those who have the stock to

meet the demand that is certain to be renewed—as it has been

over and over again in the past three decades of the history of

the fowl trade—will be these fortunate breeders and they will con-

trol the near future of American poultry interests ; and these, we
feel confident, will be the men who will reap the ])rofits hereafter

to be realized in this enterprise, if an opinion can be formgd upon

the precedents that have been furnished by experience in the

p.tst.

Cof^P^ESpOj^DEflCE,

DEPABTtJEE.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq., Ed. Fanciers' Journal

:

Dear Sik,—Being about quitting "My Maryland," to take up

my abode in the far oft Orient, and auriferous State of California,

I cannot help saying farewell to you and the readers of your in-

teresting Journal. I leave my Pigeons and Fancy Fowls behind

me with a regret, that only those who are enthusiastic in the

Fancy, can appeeciate. I trust as soon as I get settled in that

wonderful clime, I shall again enjoy the valuable information, and

pleasant reading, found always in your columns, and will again

indulge my fancy and passion for our pets. It may be, I shall

take my favorite Antwerps, John and Bess, a,long with me.

If the soil of California produces such enormous vegetables and

fruits, why should not its climate also stimulate animal growths

in like proportion ? If I find it so, I shall try and grow monster-

fowls, to completely throw in the shade those huge ones now
reared on the Atlantic Slope, and Eastern Shore. Go where I

will, I must have my pet-pigeons, I grow fonder every day of the

beautiful and intelligent birds. I hope the present interest in

breeding fancy and useful poultry of all kinds will continue to in-

crease, and that your Journal will continue its prosperous ca-

reer. Au revoir. H. F. Whitman.
Baltimore, June 23, 1876.

A correspondent of an English farming paper states that one
of his tenants placed a pump in the piggery in order to puraj) the

whey out of the cheese room, and adds, "Oue day I saw an old pig

deliberately take the handle of the pump into its mouth and pump
itself some' whey." There were evidently some brains in that old

hog's head.
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WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this depnrtn espect/ulty soliciteti/rc

FROM SPniNO TO FALL.

From Spring; to Fall the yeiir makes merry,

With days to days that diant and call,

With hopes to come, and fears to bury,

With crowns of Huweis, and flowers for pall,

With bloom, and song, and bird and berry,

That fill the months with festival,

From Spring to Fall.

Who knows if ever the skies were dreary

With storm, and clond, and waterfall 1

While yet the world's good heart is cheery,

Who knows if rains will ever fall ?

The storm thinks long, the winds wax weary
Till winter comes to wind up all.

From Si)ring to Fall. Swinbhrne.

—"Ramblino Botanist."—In answer to Rambling Botanist

we are informed that a volume of " Practical Botany," by Dr.

Koehler, will be published soon by Henry Holt & Co. It is intend-

ed to serve as a summer " handy book" to those who know little of

botany, enabling ihem by an easy key to all the flowering plants

of this region [the United States east of the Mississippi] to identi-

fy any flowers they may find.

—M. is certainly wrong in supposing the Adder to be .irmed

with a wasp-like sting. No serpent known to naturalists has a

poisonous sting at the extremity of the tail. I have often been

greatly amused at the marvelous stories told by southern Negroes

of the wonderful "Hoop-Snake" which they say will take its tail

in its mouth like the great Midgard serpent and roll as rapidly as

the swiftest horse can run. It is armed with a great envenomed
"horn" near the extremity of the tail, and if it strikes it into a

tree the leaves instantly wither and soon the very trunk is dead.

Of course this snake is a creature of the imagination, as purely a
myth as Griffin or Dragon. J. M. McCann.

—Corks—The material from which corks are made is the thick,

spongy bark of a species of oak that grows in the dry mountainous
regions of Spain and other countries in the southwestern part of

Europe. After the cork tree arrives at a certain degree of maturity
it periodically sheds its bark, but the bark when removed arti-

ficially is superior for purposes of manufacture. When the tree

is from twenty to thirty years old the bark is fit for use and m.ay
be removed every eight or ten years thereafter, without injuring
the tree. Since the invention of glass bottles, in the l.'ith cen-
tury, the manufacture of corks has been a source of great wealth
in certain provinces of France and Spain where the cork tree is

abundant. Cork is not confined in its uses to the manufacture of
stoppers, but is also used to quite an extent in the maimfacture of
life-boats' buoys, insoles to water-proof shoes, &c.

—Sticklebacks.—Upon drawing the hoop of the net out of
the water, and allowing only the net itself to remain submerged
we found in it several mnmows, small catfish, and sticklebacks.
There were several holes in the net, large enough for any one of
them to have escaped through. The sticklebacks turned "around,
and as soon as they spied the hole, wiggled out. The others
swam against the net, and tried to break through the sound part.
One or two of thera got in front of the hole, but stared ,at it, and
then again beat against the net, until it was dipped under, when
they all quietly swam out.

This was tried several times, and the Sticklebacks invariably
looked for the hole and swam out immediately, while none of the
others seemed to recognize it as a means for escape, but blindly
dashed into the net, and were only released when the net was
dipped under. H. A. S.

_
How THE Birds Took a Town.—Harald Hardrada was be-

sieging a town in Sicily, the walls were so strong that he could
make no breach in them, and the inhabitants had an abundant
supply of provisions and arras. Harald ordered his fowlers to
catch the small birds that nested in the town, and flew away to
the forest during the day in quest of food for their young. " He
caused splinters of inflammable wood smeared with sulphur and
w,ax to be fastened on their backs, and enkindled. The birds,
Avhen set at liberty, flew immedeately to their nests under the eaves
of ihe thatched roofs ; the town was soon in flames, and the cap-
tive citizens were borne away to the frozen regions of the north,
far from the vine-clad hills and sunny plains of Sicily, the slaves
of the worshipers of Odin, the Raven-king.

J. M. McCann.

—The Tartarian Lamb.—The earth is full of mysteries and
marvels, the ocean has its gardens strange and beautiful, the flow-

ers, emerald, blue and gold are animate, seek their prey and feel

the pain of death, insects assume the form of blossoms, and oir-

plants, resplendent with the metallic glory of the hummingbird, or

the snowy beauty of the dove, have eyes and wings, and seem about

to soar away among the purple islands of the sky in search of

truant lovers. But to me the strangest of all strange things is the

Barometz. It is one of the genus Polypodium ; a perfect lamb in

form, the legs, the tail, the head, the neck, the ears, all are there,

and to complete tlie picture it is covered with a golden fleece, fine

and soft as the lambs of Spain ! The Tartars say that it eats up
all the grass and weeds within its reach, and Loureiro that tho

"fresh root when cut yields a tenacious gum like the blood of an-

imals."
J. M. McCann.

—Cryolite.—This mineral is comparatively rare, and conse-

quently is not found very often in private collections throughout
the country. The chief (if not the only) locality for it is Green-
lanil, at Arksut, and exported from Ivigteit, from whence it is

taken to several of our cities near the coast. It is also shipped

from these places to more inland points, as, from Philadelphia, it

is sent to Pittsburg, and Cincinnati, where it it is used in the man-
ufacture of soda.

It contams iron, and copper, pyrites, galena, sidcriie (Hydrous
Carbonate of Iron), and pure cryolite, which constitutes the white

portion of it, and is a fluoride of sodium and aluminum. Speci-

mens are often found which contain beautiful crystals of the ga-

lena and siderite, and fine masses of the copper pyrites ; also the

characteristic cubical crystals of iron pyrites.

Its name is derived from the Gr. xpios icy, and XiSof, a stone,

and is sometimes called ice-stone, on account of its fusing at a
very low temperature. H. A. S.

—An Amusement for Young Botanists.—A very pretty

amu.scmcnt, especially for those who have just completed the study
or botany, is the taking of leaf photographs. One very simple

process is this: At any druggist's get a dime's worth of bichrom-
ate of potash. Put this in a two ounce bottle of soft water.

When the solution becomes saturated—that is, when the water
has dissolved as much as it will—pour off some of the liquid into a
shallow dish ;on this float apiece of ordinary writing paper till it is

thoroughly moistened. Let it become nearly dry in the daik. It

should be of a bright yellow. On this put the leaf, and under it

a piece of soft black cloth and several sheets of ncw.spaper. Put
these between two pieces of glass,(all the pieces should be of the

same size,) and with spring clothespins fasten them together.

Expose to a bright sun, placing the leaf so the rays will fall upon
It as nearly perpendicular .as possible. In a few minutes it will

begin to turn brown, but it requires from half an hour to several

hours to produce a perfect prin t. When it has become dai k enough,
take it from the frame and put it in clear water, which must be

changed every few minutes, till the yellow part becomes perfectly

white.

—Antelope in Maine.—M. A. Clark, Esq., of Danville

Junction, Me. , who has a fine collection of animals, writes to

Forest & Stream under date of April 22d : "I have just received

from the Colorado plains a pair of antelopes (male and female) two
years old this spring, and they are as tame as a cosset lamb, and
to my suri)rise the buck is in full horn, as I always supposed they
dropped their horns in winter same as deer. I find by placing

them beside my young deer of the same age, that the antelopes

are a little the largest, but their legs are smaller and more delicate

than those of the deer. I am also just in receipt of a tame beaver
from Three Rivers, Province of Quebec, and it is a curious sight

to see him takhig his breakfast fr('m a birch club."

A description of the gigantic mammals known as Brontotheri-

dse, whose fossil remains are foimd in abundance on the eastern

slopes of the Rocky IMountains, in Dakota, Nebraska, Wyoming,
and Colorado, is furnished to the last number of Silliman's Jour-
nal, by Professor 0. C. Marsh of Yale College. He says these

creatures nearly equalled the elephant in size, but the limbs were
shorter, being intermediate in proportion between those of the

elephant and rhinoceros. They had long slender tails, and the

nose was probably flexible as the tapir.

—Characteristics of a Blue Tuebit.—The standard char-

acteristics of a Blue Turbit I consider to be as follows : A short

broad head ; beak also short, in fact, the shorter the better. The
crown or crest behind the head should taper to a point, if the Tur-
bit is what is termed a point or peak-crested bird ; but if a Shell-

crested Turbit, the crown or shell should he spread out the whole
width of the back of the head. The purle or tuft of feathers on
the breast should open and turn back both ways, somewhat like a
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frill of a shirt ; the larger and more conspicuous the purle the

greater the value of the bird. The thighs should be quite clean

—

i. e., not the slightest shade of blue orany other color except white

on them ; tlie wings should be blue, with two narrow black bars

across each ; brown or rusty feathers are a serious defect ; each

wing should have ten white flight feathers. The breast, under-
paris, flight feathers, tail, and baclisliould be white, and quite free

from any colored feathers. Both cocic and hen should be ratlier

small, and tiie cock should have a nice gloss around the neck.

—

F. a. in Journal of Horticulture.

AND YOUNG FOLEES^ CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PETS ANB THE FATE OP SOME OF THEM.
BY HUON.

No. 3. The Pet Akmadillo (Genus Cachicama).

'* Be not mindful of higli things, but condescend to those of low estate."

—

Si. Paul.

There has lately arrived at the zoological garden, Philadelphia,

one of those animals strictly belonging to S. America, known as

the Armadillo. It forms a link between the Sloth and Ant-eater,

created it would seem, purposely for scavenger work, and to clear

away all manner of vermin—living ordead. The wonderful little

foreigner attracts much attention, lie being quaint in all his ways,

and dressed in a suit of armor from head to heel, which possesses

immense strength, and yet has such pliant flexibility that it per-

mits perfect freedom of motion, and no one can study him for a

moment without a feeling of admiration and wonder at the all-wise

forethought displayed in adapting the diminutive little animal to

the arid waterless wastes, on which it is destiued to live. Too

feeble to resist if attacked— too slow of motion to resort to fliglit,

and possessing no cunning to escape by concealment, nature has

compensated him by giving him a suit of plate armor, in which

he can roll himself into a ball after the manner you have seen a

wood-louse do, in which shape it is next to impossible for an ene-

my, be it bird or mammal, to bite, eat or hurt him, nor can he in

any way be gobbled up as food, unless he be bolted like a huge

pill.

Now it was one of these strange animals that a certain gentle-

man, "once upon a time" selected for a pet ! He (the Armadillo,

not the gentleman) belonged to the species called by naturalists

Tatou septemcinctus, or the " 7 banded," but his owner called him

"Moxy " " for short." He had the head of a rat, the ears of a

rabbit, the tail of a lizzard, and was covered all over by the horny

plate armor already spoken of, and his locomotion ! Ah ! Halchen

Mio ! talk about the poetiy of motion I You should have seen the

graceful movements of Moxy ! His walk was

—

" Not in beaut}', like the night of cloudless climes aod starry skies,"

yet it was the most extraordinary of all locomotions, and a sight

to behold.

" Why, he did not walk offon his ear did he 7"

No ! but he did on his long, pointed toe nails—a fiat quite as

quaint and curious, as though he had walked on his ear, I assure

you. Look at this one in the Zoo—see how he goes wabbleing

along. "Going to topple over ?" Not a bit of it. He is quite as

firm on his pins as you are my dear Pacific, who with your high

heeled shoes, are also, Moxy-like, walking on your delicate pointed

toes. Don't wait for Moxy to topple over, as he will do that no

sooner than you will, my dear lady.

" Yes, yes, do get on with your story."

" Well, Moxy was like all his race, a "night bird." During the

day he was not much of a show, e.xcL-pt in the manner of his sleep-

ing, and he slept all day. You should have seen the positions

he assumed to sleep. He would roll himself into a ball, and rest

on his head. Now that is more than any human could do, and

though some of us in cold weather, do assume as much of the hall

shape as possible, when we sleep, still I do not believe we could

stand on our head and do it ! I am sure I could not, could you
friend McCann 7 or you my dear Pacific 7

Moxy then, as I liave said, was merely a " sleeping beauty "

through the day, but when night came there was " high jinks "

with the young gentleman. Then Moxy was worth seeing ! How
he would dart along on the tips of the toe nails which adorned his

queer looking feel, and thereby producing a kind of rapping noise,

beating the Rochester rappers at that work all hollow. Making

excursions to all parts of the room, he would stop now and then

to think of something he had left undone apparently, or perhaps

remembering something he should have done, he would start off' in

another direction, and as suddenly stop again, altering his mind,

away he darts to another corner, moving round as though he had

fifty things to do, and under the impression that he ought to do

them all at once, and finally he would take to burrowing, this he

would endeavor to do anywhere and everywhere. If cliascd by

any one you should have heard the squealing of Moxy ! It was

unlike any sound ever heard before. Ho was no fighter—none of

this tribe are—but if he got a chance, Moxy would give a sly bite

which one would not care to experience a second time. He could

not stand the least morsel of cold, therefore a fire had to be kept

up for his worship, summer as well as winter. In his ca|)tivity

Moxy was not allowed to have any of native delicacies, putrid flesh

and such, but was obliged to eatgood bread and milk like a christ-

ian, and he had learned to like that diet so well that he was get-

ting as fat as a butter-ball on it, so well did he look that though

not half grown, a gentleman of Philadelphia ofiFered $50 for Moxy,

but his owner would not part with him for double the amount.

His brothers and sisters can be purchased in Nicaragua for 6 or 8

cents each. " True," said his owner," but not one of them would

have been an educated Moxy !"

Moxy's greatest fun was in playing hide and seek, and that

seems to be " the humor" of the whole Armadillo family. In his

captivity, when he could not burrow any other way, be would gath-

er together all the boxes, great or small, he could find, and piling

them in a corner he would thus construct a barricade, behind which

he would hide, especially when he wanted to go to dream-land,

which, as I have said,was through the whole livelong day,and it was

astonishing to see what heavy boxes the scamp could move from

point to point. In this "box" and " barricade," business it

was that the poor fellow, as well as his mister, came to grief.

One night he had built his barricade of some heavy and in-

appropriate furniture, and apiece which could not be made to

fit, it was thought afterwards, had toppled over on him. In the

morning his kind master was horrified to find poor Moxy with the

sharp edge of a heavy box pressed into his neck—^just between his

ears and his armor—which had choked him to death, and he had

been for some hours gathered to his fathers', never more to burrow

or barricade, and the place which knew him, was to know him no

more.—R. I. P. Moxy.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE FLITTING OF THE BIRDS.

The "Doctor," though neither naturalist nor ornithologist to a

great extent, yet having a love for our " poor relations," on going

his rounds among his patients one morning, picked np, and

brought home, a mite of a sparrow, which, too young to fly, had

fallen from its nest in a futile attempt to do so.

Our children took kindly to the little waif and gave it a toy cra-

dle for a house, with a pinch of cotton placed in it for a bed where

it rested contented for some forty-eight hours, being fed meanwhile

from the lips of a charitable sympathizer. At the expiration of

that time Sparrowchen, as the mite of flesh and feathers had been
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named, was removed from its cnulle home and placed in the gar-

den, at the foot of a rose-bush, where the warm sun of June fell

not too hotly upon it. Then followed one of tho=e strange inci-

dents, which though occurring around us every day, yet we have

not learned how to call them, or clearly define whether they be of

/I'rasoH or Instinct. Sparrowchen had not been in the garden five

minutes before one of its race full grown, flew down to it, twitter-

ing and chirping most volubly, and in another moment feeding

it with a crumb! Was it the actual father (the visitor was a

male) or was it merely a relative 1 I cannot tell, but there it was

and during the day at intervals it came with chirp and food, to

cheer and strengthen Sparrowchen.

When night came, and before cats commence their promenade,

some friendly hand took up Sparrowchen and put it " in its little

bed," only to be let out again in the morning when the visitations

of the elder sparrow would be repeated. Thus it went on for sev-

eral days and Sparrowchen, growing in strength, had put on quite

a respectable featheiy dress ; when a change of conduct tooU place

in the older spaiTow. It would not come down to the ground lo

feed the young one any more, but from the fence-top would chirp

and twitter, thus calling the little one to come up there and be fed.

For two days we watched this proceeding during wliich time the

call was not a success, as Sparrowchen could not yet fly, or was

too timid to attempt to do so; but on the morning of the third

day after the first call from the fence, when Sparrowchen was let

loose in the garden it flew some ten or twelve feet and then alight-

ed under a scarlet geranium. Soon after this evident trial of

strength down came the tempter upon the fence-top, from whence

he called Sparrowchen to come up to him. Finding the call not

attended to, down he came to the foot of the geranium, and then

and there demanded the why and wherefore ! Now commenced

some earnest conversation. Elder spaiTow seemed very urgent

and positive—Sparrowchen fluttering and timid—more words of

encouragement on the part of sparroiv the elder, when all at

once the talk ended, and Sparrowchen taking heart and wing,

soared upward to tlie fence-top at one swoop with elder alongside of

it ! Surprised at its wonderful achievement Sparrowchen, with-

out a single word of encouragement, once more expanded its tiny

wings, and into the far beyond of a neighboring garden,—full fifty

feet away—it passed from our sight, never more to be recognized

by us as an individual sparrow !

Strange coinadence ! On that very June morning, and but an

hour later, the call came to Bird Halchen,—a bird we had held in

our aviary for more than twenty summers—and on the wings of

matrimony she flew away, vanished from our sight, and has

**Gone from our gaze like a beautiful dream."

Sparrowchen we may never recognize again, but Bird Halchen

we trust, will come back to loving hearts long before those other

birds, the swallows, "homeward fly."

EwiN E. HoLFisH.

Mr. Kortwright, her Britannic Majesty's Consul in Philadel

phia, is a great swell, and represents the Queen with all possible

dignity. No one can see him without being impressed with his

appearance. The story is told that one day as he was walking
down Walnut street, a stranger accosted him as follows :

" W
you be kind enough to tell mc, sir, the prfce of that house ?

"

pointing across the road. " Sir ! " said the Consul, " do yon
take me for a real estate agent ? " " Oh, no, indeed, sir," re-

l)lied the other, respectfully, " but I supposed from your appear-

ance that you owned the whole city."

Young man, do not mope. You have no cause of depression

If yon drink beer, you will in the next thirty years consume
enough to make a lake of 300 square feet surface and three feet

deep, on which small steamboats could navigate. Never give up

ExcFjA^MqES.
Og^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

L'ribinijaiid olTeriiig for ExcUau:ie only, will be allowed at 25 cents

3r I'lirii ami every iusertioQ. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.
' M.I i ii\.Mji: FOR cash" or "qreekbacks," "wantkd a purchaser,"

., cannot under :tny circumstances be admitted
\\a olu

W'unt will be inserted unleBS accompanied with 25 cents.

JOHN CUSTER, No. 921, 242d St., Ilarrisburg, Pa., has one trio of
Sultiins, good ; 1 trio of Brown Leghorns, to exchange for young Mocking
birds, or Grey Parrot. What offers ?

.F. mt. SMl'SER, P. 0. Box 94, York, Pa., will exchange a fine young
Pointer Uog, warranted good stock, for Game Bantums and Uunti. They
must be premium stock. Will send on approTal. Communications on the

subject solicited.

O. "W. BANKS, St. Denis, Baltimore Co., Md., will exchange an old

ItJilian or *' Steiner " violin, or any variety of fine Fancy Pigeons, tor a good
double bird gun, {breech or muzzle loader,} in good repair ; also a large siogle

durk gun. No. 5, and a 30 gallon new, heavy copper kettle, for best Pouter,
Calcutta Fans, and imported Blue Antwerp pigeona.

W. H, BR04IK, Kaglo Point, 111., will exchange extra fine Poland
Chiii;i lioar pig, value $25.00; Partridge Cochins, importations of Ellis and
\\'illi;uiis ; Kouen Ducks, very fine and large ; for musical instruments, revol-

ver.x, rilles, shot guns, Spencer's carbine. Blake me offers.

C. P. IVES, Meriden, Conn., will exchange copies of Davis' Illustrated

History of Meriden and Wallingford, 900 pages, for any variety of Leghorns,
Turkeys, water fowls, or Ilabbits. Tbe book is a standardwork j only standard
fowls wanted in exchange. What offers ?

C. T. G. CHAt'E, No. 206, Franklin St., N. Y., will exchange P.
Cochins, Fowls and Chicks, (Bracket,) D. Brahmas (Felch) hens. W. C. B.
PoImuUs, Wbite Banhims ; all kinds of Ducks, for L. Brahma chicks or fowls,

P. Hock chicks, Bronze Turkeys, Brown Leghorns. What offers.

J, II. NORKIS, 212 Erie St., Buffalo, N. Y., will exchange one four
jointed fi.ih pole, witli cover for same, cost i 4 50 ; 1 hand bracket saw, cost

*6 50. and 3 or 4 pnirs Tumblers, for Poultry or offers. All communications
answered. Speak quick.

C. S. L.INC01.N, Warren. Mass., will exchange Cooper's "Game
Fowls,"' a new copy, for two standard Blue Game hens, one or two years old

;

light color preferred ; no red allowable. Send birds at once, and book will be
forwarded promptly.

R. M. CLOSE, MapieGrove Yards, Sullivan, Ohio, will exchange fine

Berkshire pigs and fancy poultry, for a good light, silver-mounted double
harness, or Davis Sewing Machine.

DR. B. S, TRASK, Alleytown, Newaygo Co., Mich., will exchange
a tame Deer, one year old, for breech-loading shot Gun, Target Kifle, or
offers.

JNO. F. HOUS^R, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 pair D. Brah-
nas, 3 trios P. Cochins, 7 Light Brahma hens—all '74 and '75 hatch, and very
ine large birds, for thorough bred pigs.

G. TV. SEVBOLI*. 32 RowlandSt.,Newark,N. J.,offerstoexchange
a fine Red Setter dog, 2 years old, a liver and white Cocker Spaniel , 14 months
old, a white Spitz bitch, and a Black and Tan bitch, (all the above are fine

specimens,) for White Leghorns, Common, or Fancy Pigeons, or offers.

W, H, SWAN, StJimp's Landing, Miss., will exchange Downing's
Fruits and Fruit Trees of America, Thomas' Fruit Culturist, for Brahmas,
Game Bantams, or Hamburgs.

J, II. B,, Box 368, North Attleboro, Mass., wants to exchange his fold-

ing coops, for young chictis, (value 75 cents each.) for offers.

BOX 1256, Wi'liamsport, Pa., will exchange, for want of room, all of
his brepding stock, 1 cock, six hens. Dark Brahma; one cock, three hens,
White Sultans ; one trio Black African Bantams, one pair White Frizzles, one
Trio White Guineas, five Black Cochin hens, two Light Brahma hens, one Jap.
Silkie cock, two female Canary birds, for anything that won't eat.

?OOK txCHANGE.
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and

offering ONE Book for Sale, Exchange^ or Wanted^ will be allowed at 10 cents
for each and every insertion.

AUBUBON "WANTED—Jos. M. Wade, Rockville, Conn., wants i

copy of the above Work. State condition and lowest cash price.

\ fJ J E D.

READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.
The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

REV. F. M. GRAY, Seaside, Staten Island, N. Y., wants a Shet-
land Pony, trained to saddle. Name age, price, and give general description.

W. H, SWAN, Stamp's Landing, Wilkinson Co., Miss., wants two (2)

B. B. R. G. Bantam pullets or hens.
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BLACK ROSE-COMB BANTAMS,
MY SPECIiiliXY.

pq

pq

During the show season of 1876 my stock won ten first premiums. Having
exhibited them myself at four exhibitions, winning six first premiums on old
and young, some figuring as high as 97 points, this fact alone should be a
sufficient guarantee of the purity of stock and perfections of markings. No
birds to dispose of at present. C. B. ELBBN, Pittsburg, Pa.

MOORE'S

Novsr Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

In Paper Cover,
In Cloth,

PREPAID BY MAIL.

liARGZ; BISCOUNX TO FANCIESRS

Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Co

COVERS for JOU AL
NOW READYI

PKICE 60 CENTS. FREE BY niAIIi.

Idress FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

3Ea:o3VEi3xrc3p ^'iGr^soisr.

By W. B. Tegetmeicr.
PRICE, 75 CENTS, FREE BT MAIL,.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I haye shown L. and D. Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
,nd have woo 16 first, "1'^ second, and two special premiums; stock from
9'elcli, Williams, Hersleins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, $3.00 per 13.

H. PARHAM, Lima, 0.

WM. E. FLOWER
SHOEMAKERTOWN, PA.

^ LIGHT BRAHMAS,

EXCLUSrVELT.

I am prepared to ship Eggs from
i^~ my best stock, carefully boxed, to

Hatch.
See B. B. adversement else-

where.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKEKS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGEEE LIGHT BEAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED BLA.CK HAMBUE&S.
TWO VAEIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AND CHICKS FOR SALE.

Write fob Circular.

J". H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segars, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly hy mail or at the store.

JERSEY, ALHERHEY, AHE GDERSSEY COW.
HOW TO

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Profit.

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

IF YOU WISH TO EXCHANGE

From a spinning-wheel to a farm out West^ patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN
OF THE

FANCIERS' JOURNAL!!
' or a " Want " of not

S" o TJ

TRY IT OlSrCE!!!

WRIGHT'S PRACTICAL POULTRY KEEPER.

THE BEST BOOK ON THIS SUBJECT FOR THE MONEY EVER
PUBLISHED.

Price, S2.00, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

JOURNAL FOR 1874 AND 1875!

BOUND IN CLOTH, GILT LETTEEIN&. PRICE, $1.25.

(This does not include postage.)

Address TANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE MANY.
Containing tbe HISTORY OP THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions with illustratious of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

directions for their selection, breeding, and management; the treatment of

their dipeases, and the construction of their dwellings. Sent post-paid on

receipt of 30 cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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EGYPT'S WONDBIIS.

THE OIOANTIC PYUAMIDS AS SEKN BT HECENT AMERICAN
TOURISTS.

A recent letter from an Amcriciin gentleman, who lias been

sifrlit seeing in the womler-land of Kt'ypt, contains these quotable

)ias<agcs :

" We visit the Pyramids. The distanccfrom Cairo is nine miles.

Pi-oeeeding to Boolali, a section of the city lying on the banks

of the Nile, we cross the river on the new iron hridge, a splendid

structure, and pursue our course to the ancient village of Gezeerch

;

little but unsightly ruins now mark the place where once stood

the magnificent palaces of the Mamelukes. Thence our route is

quite direct i)y the new and well gr.idcd avenue, to the Pyramids.

There are lines of thrifty trees on each side of the excellent thor-

oughfare; the beautiful date palm is often sceu. A charming

panorama is spread out before us—fields ofemerald green extend-

ing over thousands of acres, with the great Pyramids and the des-

ert as background ; every rood of available soil is cultivated,

tlic little tributaries of the canal conveying water from the Nile

and distributing the precious element over and through the soil as

desired, assuring richest fertility.

Tlie atraos|ihere is so clear that we seem to be very near the

Pyramids, when the distance is three or four miles ; on we go at

moderate speed, for full half an hour after it appeared we were

within ten minutes' drive of our destination. As we approach

the great tombs a feeling of dis.appointmentis experienced; they

seem very much smaller than their prodigious measurements had

pictured them to the mind's eye. Tliis impression, however, is at

once dissipated upon ascending the plateau and taking a position

in the center of one side of the great Pyramid ; there one fully re-

alizes the immensity of this wonder of the world. As the eye slow-

ly pursues the upward course, step by ste|), over the layers of great

stone blocks, it seems when the height of the tremendous pile is

at last reached, that the apex almost touches the sky.

It is a marvelous sight ; it startles the mind and awakens a

sense of wonder that memory must always retain. And here, at

edge of the great desert of Sahara, upon a rocky eminence of many
acres, onebundred feet above the plain, stand the mighty Pyramids
—monuments of folly if not of wicked tyranny, it may be said, but

testimonials nevertheless of amazing human achievement that has

been the marvel of ages. There they stand, towering heavenward
in sublime proportions, ragged from the assault and desecration

of man, but little affected by the work of time. The chief monu-
ments on the plateau are the Great Pyramid or Pyramid of

Cheops, the Second Pyr.imid or Pyramid of Chephren, and the

Third Pyramid or Pyramid Mycerenus, several smaller Pyramids,
many ordinary tombs and the Sphinx. They are clustered about
upon the rocky platform, within a few minutes' walk of each
other.

The Pyramids are in quadrangular or square form, and, as rep

resented in pictorial illustrations, running up with regularity of

proportions to an apex. The oldest and largest, the Pyi-amid of

Cheops, measures 749 feet on each side of the base ; its slant height

is 5fi8 feet, and its perpendicular height 450 feet. The area of

its base is 61,835 square yards, or 13 acres. According to the

computation of engineers, it contains about 6,500,000 tons of solid

masoury. There is a subterranean passage to the great vault in

the center, which is 90 feet below the base, the slo]>ing jjassage-

way thereto lieing 320 feet in its gradual descent. There are two

chambers above the base, known as the queen's and the king's.

Tliey are reached by ascending galleries and zig zag passages,

the former chamber being 67 and the latter 138 feet above the

base ; but the upward course traversed is a distance of 124 and

274 feet, respectively.

With Bedouin guides, three for each of us. Judge Batchellcr

aud myself made the toilsome, aud, but for the strength and steadi-

ness of our reliable guides, most perilous interior ascent. With

lighted candles these lithe aud muscular Arabs precede us down a

steep subterranean jiassage some distance, then upward and up-

ward in winding and difficult ways, the men guarding, lifting aud

almost carrying us in some places, until we reach the queen's

chamber, an apartment 17 by 18 feet in leugth and breadth, and

20 feet high. Here we are glad to take a rest and get breath.

The walls are of immense granite blocks, handsomely polished anil

fitted together with perfect exactness. The flooring is of the same

material.

We pass through an aperture to another gallery of forty or fifty

feet, running up at an ascent of many degrees. It has the ap-

pearance of a marble slidew.iy ; it is about five feet in widtli, and

on each side, elevated two feet above, is anotlier and narrov/ way,

running parallel with the main gallery, and finished as if for or-

nament, and to represent a sort of balcony for the main gallery.

The structure is of polished marble, and the purpose of its original

construction is not known. It may have been intended as a slide-

way for the elevation of sarcophagi to the room above. It is

now utilized as a sort of ladder, footholds having been roughly cut

or rather broken into the center structure, so affording the means

of ascent, by the most fatiguing effort, however, and with no little

peril to life and limb, if undertakeii without efficient assistance

from the lusty and supple Arab guides. One is almost carried by

them up this steep and dangerous ascent.

Then there is another zig zag passage through an aperture so

small that one is obliged to creep on hands and knees a considera-

ble distance ; at last the king's chamber is reached, involving much

greater fatigue than was endured from the first climbing. Drip-

ping with perspiration and panting for breath in that close atmos-

phere, charged with the mold of ages, we make our hasty obser-

vations. The chamber is 34 feet long, 17 feet broad and 19 feet

hinb. At one end of this room is a sarcophagus of red granite or

porphyry, without lid, and bearing no inscription. The walls and

flooring are composed of immense blocks of polished granite, eight

of them making the floor aud si.xteenthe sides, so closely fitted to-

gether that it requires careful inspection to discover the seams or

joints where they are united. One of these blocks must weigh hund-

reds of tons. How they were raised to this great altitude and

placed in position so perfectly is a secret among the lost arts which

we may never know.
To be Continued.
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PoJltp^y DEp)VF^TI^EfJj.

A LITTLE COMPORTEE.
Hie, Chick.abiddy, to cover, to cover

;

Cuddle your yellow brood under your wiiifj ;

Above, in blue heaven, the harpy h.awks hover,

Below you the cruel cat crouches to spring.

Even the merry north wind is a foe to you.
Over your ruffled back turning your tail,

Rousina: your fussy cluck, bringing but woe to you,
Worry and hurry, and cackle and wail.

Poor Chickabiddy, now what can I do for you'?

Build you a cosey coop, sunny and safe ?

Feed you, and set our old Bose to cry "Boo!" for you.
When the cats frighten you, poor little waif?

Why, 'twas last spring you were one of tlie chickens,
Pecking and chirping, so happy and free ;

But time has wrought changes, and as trouble thickens,

The care of your family falls upon me.

Well, I'm a boy that has leave to go fishing

;

But then, the wind blows, and the sky is too clear.

So I'll just stay at home, and put off what I'm wishing,
To attend to your wants. Chickabiddy, my dear.

Anna Botnton.

(For TTauciers' .Tournal.)

AWARDING PRIZES.

No. 3.

In my last letter I endeavored to show how premiums are some-

times given at some of the sm.aller shows of the country, and al-

though some ma}' think the picture overdrawn, I can assure you

it is not, and I think some of your readers will bear me out in what

I have said. Now I would ask, could this be done were the Amer-
ican Standard of Excellence used as the inflexible guide of the Ex-

ecutive Committees of these shows, or of the judges who are called

upon to decide the awards 1 And do you think a judge or an ex-

ecutive committee could hide behind their favoritisras were the

specimens all scaled, and the score cards placed upon the coops for

the inspection and information of exhibitors, and the public? Or
if the merits and demerits of each bird were placed upon a score

card do you think the same opportunities would be open to un-

scrupulous judges to favor their friends? Certainly not. But so

long as birds are judged at our shows by comparison only, so long

will this injustice and unjust discrimination be made in favor of

friends, and leave the judge the opportunity of hiding behind his

idea (?) of which is the best bird, and who can successfully contra-

dict him? Now I do not wish to be understood as saying that all

judges, or all judging is included in this class, for I know it is not.

But I do know that too much of this kind of judging is done for

the good of the poultry fancy, and I also know that something

nmst be done to put a stop to it if we want the business to flour-

ish, and poultry breeders be respected as they should be. But
some may say it takes too much time and expense to judge an ex-

hibition if every bird is scaled. I will admit it will take a little

more time but not so much as is supposed by many for an expert

judge will scale half the birds in a class while a comparison judge

is making up his mind—in many instances—not which bird is en-

titled to first premium but. which he will give it to. And again an

argument in favor of scoring each bird is, that poultry raising is a

very important branch of American industry, and much of its fu-

ture usefulness depends upon its exhibitions, and hence they should

be honestly and honorably conducted, that purchasers may not be

misled in the purchase of their breeding stock. Another point in

this connection is the manner in which birds are exhibited—wheth-

er by single birds, pairs or trios, and also whether or not the name
of exhibitors should not be placed on the exhibition coops. Of
these I may have something to say in the future.

James M. Lambing.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE SHOW PRIZE QUESTION.
Editor of Fanciers* Journol

;

The interesting proposals broached a few weeks ago in your pa-

per relating to the prizes ofl^ered by poultry societies at their annu-

al exhibitions, seem to be a matter of common interest among
American fanciers, and the several articles which have succeeded

your first allusion to this subject, each has its commendatory sug-

gestions in furtherance of your views.

There are points in the details of your proposed improvement

in this matter, which associations might find it requisite to adopt

from time to time ; but in the main, the reduction of the number

of premiums, and the increase of the amounts or value of the three

advised prizes—first, second and third—seem to me to be the chief

features that appear in your suggested method of oflFering prizes at

our shows in the future.

As you hinted in a late number, we are now educated up to a

much higher standard of breeding fowls in this country than for-

merly. The time has been (in the past) when a trivial "commen-
dation," a paper " diploma," a fourth, fifth, or sixth premium

was availed of with satisfaction by novices and amateurs, but all

this is now gone by. There are too many good breeders among
us at present, and though all can not be the best, there is a compen-

sation, amidst the strong competition nowadays current at Amer-

ican shows, if a contributor finds himself justly awarded a " sec-

ond " or a " third" prize, and it pays him in the end, in more

ways than one, to be thus fortunate. It does not pay him to do

his best for a whole year, to find on his cages in the exhibition the

words "commended " only, " hon. mention," or to receive a print-

ed "diploma," six weeks after the fair is over! With others of

your correspondents, I really hope the improvement you suggest

will be adopted—at least in all our leading large shows, hereaf-

ter.

In connection with this subject, it seems pertinent to allude to

a matter which may not be general in practice, but which has

come under my observation in two or three instances, at which I

have been surprised ; and this is the use that is made of bogus

prize cards—after the shows have been closed. One of your late

correspondents says he had four hundred clean, bright prize-cards

pasted up in his fowl house, at onetime. I hope became honestly

by them, and doubtless he did.

But I do know of two or three fowl houses and pigeon-lofts, up-

on the walls of which were posted some dozens of similar illumin-

ated cards, as " dumb evidence " of the triumphs of the proprietors

at certain exhibitions—" first " and " second " prizes being thus

indicated as having been awarded them, not half of which they

ever received, officially. Still, they find this to the eyes of visitors

to their premises a very taking style of advertising, and a very

cheap mode, as well

!

At the last show of the Maryland Poultry Association (at B.alti-

more) a Very neatly designed premium card was got up by the
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secretary of that society, G. O. Brown, which was not only attrac-

tive in form, but hy beinj: filled up clearly in writinf;, by the offi-

cials, ("instead of merely beinf; printed) is not so readily counter-

feited as most of these ordinary prcniiuin cards may be.

Something of this character it wonld be well for societies Rfner-

ally to adopt. The groundwork in tint is a very pretty combina-

tion, and the general form of the design is a novelty. Over this,

upon the face of the card is oflieially wrilten the award, whi li is

signed in full by the secretary of the society. The possessors of

tills kind of evidence, may " post " such cards upon their premises,

witbout fear of question as to their ijenulneness. And I mention

tliis siiceimcn, because it is the neatest and prettiest arrangement

for tliis purpose that I have yet met with.

This idea of displaying the real premium cards side by side in

the neatly kept fowl house, at home, is a good one. Yet, to my
mind, the exhibition of such evidences of superior merit, "got up

f(]r the occasion," under false pretences, is altogether reprehensi-

ble, and unworthy, in any man's case.

Yours, &c.,

Newaric, N. J., June, 1876. PnF.Miu.M.

EGGS FOR BRAHMAS.
Why is it that the thoroughbred or fancy Brahma lays a

smaller egg than the common Brahma found on many farmers'

premises 1 It is because they have been bred for size and external

appearances without regard to the internal or really valuable

qualities. Now I believe in large Brahinas, hut would it not be

well if breeders would discard all indifferent layers even if they

do excel in size ? I think it would. If breeders would only try

to increase the disposition to egg production, our Brahmas could,

in a few years, be made to equal the small breeds in the number

of their eggs. Before the " hen fever " struck me with much

severity, I kept and still keep a few common or farmers' Brahmas,

and I can truly say that in point of size of their eggs they far

surpass the immense Brahmas which I now keep. It certainly

seems reasonable to suppose that such large fowls should lay eggs

proportionate to their size. I remember well how disappointed I

was when the box containing my first five-doUar-a-setting eggs was

opened and found to contain Brahma eggs no larger than those of

the Hamburgs which we then kept. I always thought the dealer

of whom they were ordered had picked out the very smallest eggs

to send to his Jersey customer. But I find that the hens which

hatched out of those eggs lay eggs fully as small. In every flock

a few hens will be noticed to lay uniformly large eggs, and man}'

of them. If the eggs laid by such hens were always set and the

course persevered in for several years, I have no doubt that as

much jirogress could be made in this direction as has been made
in size. D.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

NODES ABOUB NUMBER PACK ARDICLES.
ET " HANS SCHNEIDEK."

I nodiee mit bleasure dot dose ardicles mit de Shonrnals vas

gotten bedder efry dime. I vas mooch dickled mit Misder Grands
ardicle apoud ret ear-lopes mit Howdings ; now / vas for a long

dime avare dot no goot Howdings vas cot ret ear-lopes, and
my imporded Howdings vas all cot mit 'em hinkish vite

vons, and by shimming, dot seddles id ride away. Who-on earth

vas Huon? he vas shuck full mit nadure ony vay, vothedond
know about animaded nadure, dont vas vorth knowing.

Vy dond you have " Ed. P. B." and " Young Breeder," come
in mit a flag of diuce. I notice dot Y. B. in a lade article is

|

ding oiiihidi! mit his Jcwesdion, vot a pidy dot a liddle condroversy

dont could begone ahead mit, mitoud so " mmh adoo aboud uodint)
."

"Spangle" says he is acsdonished, dot I dond dook a moozle mit

me ven I byed dot pull doc—veil ! how I no I goin do puy dot fel-

ler. Never muzzle anyding undi! der l.isd exdremidy. " Fellow-

ship among fancif-T8 "

—

veil dots good doctrin—pud of I done know

of some fanciers dot need moozlin more as tid my deparded pull

hup, yoa can use my food for a hot ball ride away, dots so.

" Beppercorn" I nodiee vas afder dat feller on "Pridge streed."

I like do see a " gopher" go for any ding dot is lifely. I dole you

vat neddles mit laying hens aboud as veil as givin chesnud purs

to mules do make 'em lifely, hud morepeobles are already on ned-

dles because their hens dond come down mit hen-fruid, and dots

vot der madder mid henner. "Bacijic" vas confoosed mit der par-

adoxical air in the ecc pizziness. I dole him (?) vy dos vos dot vay

dot needles, nod only led in air budbcnedrates demempranesorlin-

and dot dcsdroys der widalidy, and prevends der heir from gedding

oud. Dot proken ecc piznessshuds of dose bores and quincycont-

ly der ecc vas soon ready do pust mit padness tell he—in dot I

dond vould swear do id bud id YOS my brivate obinion, bublicly

exbressed.

I cot me a goot yoke on der shudge—my fader-by-law next week.

I mcd him ond he say "veil Hans, vere you pen for a week back?"

I said : I don't pen any veres for a weak back, and I dont vos cot

me a veak back of you blease."

"Vel I mean how you vas since next veek?"

Veil dot's business; I vas bedder.

Of I vas Varrens, I ped you I vould Jim Blained dat gorresbon-

dence purty kwick. Purdy mooch yours,

Hans Schneider.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

•' TRIPS AMONG THE FANCIERS."
BY W. E. FLOWER.

Early the following morning after our arrival home, our friend

W. G. Blake drove up to the door with his sorrel trotter and in-

vited us to take a ride; nothing loath,

" We jumped into the waggin.

Whilst Blakey held the nag in,"

and away we sped at pace a leelle above 2.30 ; a drive of some four

miles brought us to Frankford, Pa., and we drew rein before the

home of Mr. John Clapp. Mr. C. is one of " ye olde tyme " Fan-

ciers, and one of the pioneer breeders of Dark Brahmas, he still

retains a few of his old favorites, but of late years his " Fancy "

inclines to dogs and gunning. Mr. C. showed us a very fine im-

ported setter dog, a beautiful white with lemon colored ears
;

entering the house we were shown numerous stuffed specimens of

Snipe, Woodcock, Partridges, &c., which had at different times

fallen victims to the unerring aim of our friend ; one specimen of

the Virginia Quail or Partridge we deemed worthy of especial

note, it being the largest and most exquisitely marked of this

variety that we have ever seen, the penciling upon its breast,

being almost equal to that of a well bred Dark Brahma Pullet

;

as Mr. C. makes frequent trips to Maryland, Delaware, and other

localities in pursuit of game in season, he could doubtless contri-

bute some very interesting items to the " Sportsman's Depart-

ment" of the Journal.

Leaving Mr. C's, our next baiting place was at the residence of

Mr. James Lightfoot. Mr. L. makes a specialty of lloudans,

deeming them the best fowl for use or show; he is a very enthusi-

astic admirer of this variety, and showed us some very fine speci-

mens ; one of his imported hens being particularly fine in crest

and beard as well as size. Having viewed ihem to our satisfac-

tion, we signified our readiness to depart, and the question where

next? was decided in favor of " The Zoo."

So with our weather eye open for the tall (police) man dressed

in blue, Blake eased upon the lines, and we were soon speeding out

Girard Avenue. Lcaviug our horse in charge of an attendant.
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wo entered the garden and spent several hours very pleasantly

wandering through the different buildings and enclosures ; many

animals, birds, etc., were quite familiar to us, made doubly so

from the many pleasant and interesting contributions to the

"Journal," by " Huon." Wliile looking at the Owls. Hawks,

and Eagles, we remarked what a fine thing it would be if a house

similar to that occupied by tliem were built and stocked with

"Fancy Pigeons," such as Barbs, Carriers, Pouters, Owls, Tur-

bits and other high class birds. What an endless source of

amusement it would afford to visitors to watch them in tlieir

graceful evolutions, and especially during the spring and summer

when building their nests and rearing their young. Will not

" Huon" broach the subject to "the powers that heV Another

attraction, we think, would be a number of small houses or sheds

with covered wire yards or runs for the accommodation of pure

bred fowls ; with proper care and management, this department

might be made self-sustaining, and who can tell the number of

new varieties that might be propagated there. Having gone the

rounds and " seen the Elephants," as well as " the Lions," we

called for our steed and were soon traveling for home.

To be continued.

DEATH TO INSECT PESTS.

Editor Fancieks' Journ.\l :

Since I sent you two weeks ago the account of the " wonderful

discovery " I think I have accidentally made by the application of

which to garden plants and tender vines, the pestiferous insects

that so annoy us may bo readily destroyed,—I met with this fol-

lowing paragraph in a city paper :

"A new and destructive pest, the nature of which has not yet

been learned, has lately been injuring the orange and lemon trees

in southern California, attacking the roots near the surface, and

causing the decay of the trees. Whether the pest is an insect or

a disease is not known."

Now I recommend to those who maybe troubled with the above,

to scrape away the top earth around the tree trunk, and apply the

liquid I described in your issue of June 19ih. Thispcst isa/xirasi'te,

and liquid hen manure generously applied upon the bared surface

roots, half a dozen times every other day, will destroy this

nuisance, I have not a doubt. I repeat that in my own experience

(in various ways) in the garden, upon currant and rose bushes, or

vines, etc., its effect has been wondrously beneficial towards ridding

us of insects. H.

Value of Poci.tkt MANnKE.—Fifty fowls will make, in the

roosting house alone, one-half ton per annum of the best manure

in the world, or more than enough to manure an acre of land,

700 lbs of guano being the usual quantity applied per acre, and

poultry manure is known to be still richer in ammonia and ferti-

lizing salts. No other stock will give an equal return in this way

;

and the figures will demand careful attention from the farmer.

—

Prairie Fanner.

Food for YonNG Goslings.—The Cottage Gardener says

that nothing is so good for goslings as grass ; that is probably

why so many are kept where there are commons. Oatmeal put

in a pan of water is excellent food for them, and it is often wise

to add some bran to it. Chickens should have bread and milk,

chopped egg, cooked meat cut up fine, crumbs, sods of growing

grass, fresh earth, and, in bad weather, beer.

" I am apt Toulouse those geese, before the season is over," said

a farmer to a friend ;
" why," replied the the other, "I am also

troubled about my ducks, as ihey will certainly Rouen me, if I

keep them longer, as they have a habit of Pekiu uj) my melon

seeds, as soon as planted (a mc/oHcholy fad), of which they arc

excect/ingly fond." Teuu,!; Filiub.

PiqEOfJ pEpyi^F^jjviEflT.

A PROPOSITION FOR PIGEON RACE.
Mr. Editor :

Your number of this day contains a challenge from Mr. Louis

Wacfelaer of Hoboken, N. J., in which he proposes to fly a match

with any Philadelphia or New York fancier for SlOO in gold, a

side, the birds to fly from Easton, Pa. Also another match for

same amount, the birds to fly from Scranton, Pa., each fancier to

fly tlirce birds each, and the first returned bird to win the race.

I will not accept exactly Mr. Waefelaer's challenge, but I will

make him another proposition, that is, to fly one bird each from

Easton, and one bird each from Scranton, the bird winning both

races to win the $100. Should each bird win one race then they

should fly again from Lock Haven, Pa., and the bird winning

from this place to win the match.

Times being dull, and to stake SlOO gold on one match is rather

too much, I think. Should I lose the races, I should like to have

at least a little more amusement for my money.

I would rather see a race though, with four birds, one of Mr,

Wacfelaer, one of mine, and, if possible, two of two different

Philadelphia fanciei-s, to fly from one of the two named cities,

Easton or Scranton, the entry fee to be .'E;25 for each bird, and the

bird coming in first to win the race. This woidd bo a nice race,

and a good chance to win $100, with 25 dollar., only.

Trusting that either of my propositions will be accepted, I re-

main, Sir, Yours truly.

4 Lewis St., New York.
John Van Ofstal.

PIGEON FLY.
Mr. Editor :

Five of Mr. Waefelaer's birds and two of mine flew this day at

Tobyhanua, Pa., on the Scranton Koad, 122 miles from New
York, and our birds made splendid time, three of Mr. Waefelaer's

birds arriving at 10.28, and my two arriving at 10.40, Mr. Wae-

felaer's two other birds also arriving shortly after his three others.

Next Thursday our birds will fly at 8 o'clock from the office of

the Republican at Scranton, and Mr. Jno. M. Kobertson, the

well-known Antwerp fancier, will have the kindness to attend to

the letting loose of the birds.

A great many Scranton fanciers will be invited to see the de-

parture of our aerial messengers.

It is astonishing, Mr. Editor, how favorable this inland road is

for the racing of the Antwerps, Mr. Waefelacr having lo.-^t only

one pigeon out of his twelve, and I did not lose one out of my
five. We intend to fight it out on this line, and expect to have a

200 mile flight shortly after our race from Scranton.

Be .so kind as to publish the above, so as to give yournumcrous

readeis, and particularly the Antwerp lauciei's, a glance of the

performances of our favorites, the Aulwcrp Carriers.

Yours truly, Joun Van Oi'stal.

New York, July 1st, 1876.



July 10, 1876.] THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL;. 309

(for lauLiLTs fournal

THE CARRIER.
POWER OF WING AND COMPASS.

" I hear a voice you cannot hear

Which bids me not to stay
;

I see a hand you cannot see

Wliich beckons nae away."

There has been much interesting writing on the powers of the

Carrier Pigeon, tlie length and rapidity of their lliyhts and modes

of training, along with speculations as to their guide for their

homeward course. The latter points to the theory of this bird

flying by sight alone. I find that the Eev. E. S. Dixon in his

very interesting work, " The Dovecote and Avidry," takes this

same view ; and though I always hesitate to place my opinion

against that of such men of letters as Mr. Dixon, still on this

point (the guide of the Carrier on the wing) I beg most respect-

fully to differ. It is pretty well known that I am not an Antwerp-

Carrier fancier, and do not encourage the Antwerp as a bird that

ought to be in the fancy for several reasons which I shall not dis-

cuss at present. But Antwerps I keep for two purposes: first, as

feeders for my young Pouters, and second for table use. For

both these purposes I find them most suitable. First, then, as to

the power of wing possessed by this bird. I do not think this

point is yet fully developed in this country ; but so far as my per-

sonal experience goes I shall give it. The plain naiTative I think

may answer the purpose best. It may be interesting, and I hope

will not weary readers.

Several years ago, when in Manchester, I called on Mr. W.
Millward, bird dealer, from whom I had all my Belgian Canaries.

He had lately arrived from the Continent, and brought with him

a stock of Antwerp Carriers, which he then found to be most un-

pirofitable. Not having before seen such birds, which I could be

sure of having been imported, I purchased three pairs. The stock

consisted of mostly blues, some mealies, and some nameless colors;

but all were self-colored, and all showing a cross of the Owl, a

slight division of tlie feathers on the breast. Some of them had

the breast feathers slightly turned, indicating the frill. They were

wild as newly-cpught Hawks, and strong enough to carry before

them a pane of window glass, as one of them did when in my
possession. After mucli care and caution I found them to be

hardy birds, breeders almost the year round—indeed, I am never

without some few young ones. During the season when early

light they take two flights per day, the cocks and unoccupied hens

at about 7 a. m., the hens and unoccnjjied cocks about 1 p. m.

The flock invariably fly southward, and are away for about an

hour uud a h.alf each time. I have seen them fully ten miles

south, still holding in that direction. When first noticed on their

return they are always at a very great height ; but should it be blow-

ing hard (the weather seems of little consequence to them) they

often return from the northward, having no doubt been carried to

the east or west beyond their home. Three years passed when a

friend came on a visit from Ledbury, Herefordshire. This friend

saw my Antwerps, and expressed a wish for a pair or two to

breed for table use. After his leaving for home I caught three

pairs all bred in my loft ( Antwerp loft, for with them I have noth-

ing else). They were put into a box (not a basket or cage), and

addressed to a mutual friend in Manchester, as they could not

reach Ledbury in one day from Glasgow. They reached Man-

chester in the evening, were rebooked for Ledbury next morning,

and reached their destination that evening; but until then were

not taken out of the box in which I had placed them. Before

sending the birds away I pulled the flight feathers out of the right

wing of each bird, and my instructions were, "keep them confined

with such a netting as will let them see the locality, till they have

each a nest of young ones, and are sitting upon their second eggs."

Those instructions were rigidly adhered to. One night the net-

ting was removed according to instructions, and the birds were

at liberty the next morning. A man was set to watch. The

cocks took sundry short flights, and by-and-by relieved then- mates

occupied in incubation ; the hens came out, and at once took wing.

The date I cannot now give precisely—let me call it the 18th of

July. On the morning of the 20th I had a letter from my friend

dated the day before (the 1 9th) saying, " the birds were yesterday

morning let out, but two of them have not returned. I am afraid

they are lost." While in the act of reading my friend's letter my
man who attends to those birds, came into my office saying, "I

think two of Mr. 's birds are back." Scarcely believing

him I went out into the yard, and there certainly were two of the

hens I had sent to Ledbury.

Now, I can tell to a mile the distance between Glasgow and Led-

bury, Herefordshire, by railway; but I will let our readers meas-

ure the distance as the crow flies, and decide whether or not this

is a very long flight. Mark first, those birds had never been

trained ; second, they had never been in the hands of anyone till

caught by me, when I pulled the flight feathers from one wing of

each bird. These birds would leave their cote at Ledbury about

10 or 11 A. M., on the 18th, and as I did not know what day or

week they were to be set at liberty, of course I did not expect

them, and at all events I certainly did not expect they would at

anv time return to Glasgow on the wing. For all I know, they

may have reached on the evening of the 18th or during the day

of the 19th. Two months after this I gave a pair to a friend in

Paisley—a pair of young ones. They had only been two days out-

side the loft, and never had left it beyond a hundred yards. They

were taken away squeakers, and confined with a netting in front

for three weeks. Whcfli let out they were at their birthplace in

ten or twelve minittes. It is only seven miles to Paisley by road.

Those birds had never been flown. J- H.

A wild pigeon roost has been discovered in Pike county. Pa.,

five miles long and two miles wide, and the number of pigeons

which nightly assemble there is estimated at millions. A party

of lumbermen raided on them a few nights since, and with long

poles succeeded in killing over 10,000. Each one brought away

as many as he could carry, which was a small portion compared

with the number left on the ground to feed the foxes and wolves.

A San Francisco parrot has military qualities of a high order.

It has brought a flock of pigeons to obey its orders and follow its

lead.



310 THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 26.

-j^ ^ j=

SfOF^JS|Vi;\fj's DEp^F^JjVIEf

{For Fanciers' Journal.)

BREEDING DOGS FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES.
BY JI. VON CnHN.

Delaware City, June, 1876.
Editor Fanciers' Journal

:

Deae Sik :—Until recently the breeding of dogs so as to devel-

ope disposition, size, shape, color, &c., &c., fitting them for differ-

ent grades of usefulness and ornament, seems to have been con-

sidered {if it was considered at all) as a singular exception to sci-

entific principles. I will venture the assertion that nine out

of ten Americans suppose each particular strain of doga to

have been accidental, when many of the most valuable breeds,

among them the setter, pointer, spaniel and greyhound, have been

bred by scientific men, upon scientific principles, for a score of

generations. It is just as much a science as is Chemistry, Astron-

omy, Geology, &c., the principles applied ai-e just as positive

and uniform in their results, and a single departure in onecrossing

will often cause trouble which ten proper crosses can't rectify.

I wish to speak more particularly of breeds used in field sports.

The intellect ofthe dog, usually called instinct, is cultivated exactly

as it is in a child, by tuition and imitation, with this diffierence,

that the dog ( to a certain extent) inherits the cultivated mind of

the parent. The life of the dog is too short to acquire all that is

required of the educated dog of the period by tuition and imitation,

consequently, an all wise Providence through the principle of

heredite has given us the power otherwise impossible, to make of

him an almost human companion, assistant, and protector. We
don't mean to say that educated parents will beget educated puppies,

and transmit all of their virtues, with none of their vices, but that

either virtues or vices in which the parents take most delight,

and understand most thoroughly, these are the characteristics

which will be most prominently transmitted (ca3teris paribus). As
an example, cultivate unsociableness, gluttony, ferocity and antag-

onism, in other words, the brutal, through a series of generations

and we get the bull-dog; cultivate sociability, gentleness, submis-
sive affection on the mind, and you have an animal who will un-
derstand and obey your words, and actions, and often times obey
in anticipation of your wishes, and in the setter and pointer,

through the same principle (when properly and strictly applied).

We have whelps which before they are weaned from the dam will

point each other in their play, and when taken into the field, will

point as staunch as a rock, the first thing with feathers on which
they smell. Not only do they inherit the disposition to hunt,
point and retrieve, but they are pre-disposed to feathers. In Eu-
rope this principal of herfedite as applied to the breeding of dogs is

not new; in America, if it is old we have not profited by it as the
Europeans have, consequently the long figures paid for dogs im-
ported from the most noted kennels in Europe, such figures as the

uninitiated would require proofs of before crediting. .£100 and
.£10 for passage and care, making $532.40 in gold, is among the

figures paid for some of the best importations. These are facts the

proofs of which, I will furnish any one upon application. More
sport, and a fuller bag can be had with a superior dog, and an
ordinary gun, than with an inferior dog, and the best gun money-
can buy.

DOES A DOG THINK ?

If the following stocy about " Colonel," a dog owned by Charles

Kestler, a hotel proprietor of Denver, Col., is true we should answer

the question in the aSirraative. The story is told by the Denver

Tribune of April 26, and runs thus

:

" The animal is about five years of age, and has been with his

present master from his (the dog's) birth. One of Colonel's

amusements is the play of ' ball.' From some cause or other no

one of the reasoning human family saw fit to pay any attention to

Colonel's wishes and feelings in regard to the ball business during

all of yesterday forenoon, and the ball itself was laid away in a

drawer that occupies the center of a writing desk in the main office

of the hotel. The Colonel stood this with canine dignity for sev-

eral hours, but finally concluded on making an attempt to secure

his ball, without regard to the human race. He spent the better

portion of an hour in trying to open the drawer by pressing his

feet against it. As this only made matters worse, he next endeav-

ored to secure the 'open sesame' by pulling the knob in the center.

This knob, however, was both small and round, and the Colonel

could secure no grip with his teeth. His next effort was a 'rear'

attack, and was perfectly successful. Going under the desk he

manifestly observed the location of the back of the drawer, and also

saw (and reasoned) that by standing on his hind legs he could

insert his front paws between the back of the drawer and the back

of the desk, and so press the former forward, aud thus secure his

much coveted treasure, the ball. To think, with such a dog as

Colonel, was to act, and almost sooner than it can be told, and in

the presence of a number of parties interested in the matter, th&

drawer of the desk was pressed out. Colonel at once appeared in

front, from under the desk, and leaping upon it he saw and eagerly

clutched his plaything. The efforts made by Colonel, his tempo-

rary confusion and distrust, his perseverance and final triumph,

were all witnessed by a number of gentlemen."

STAMFORD IN FRONT.
Plunket Pups in Stamford, Ct.—three beauties. Mr. R. H.

Gillespie of Stamford, Ct., has added to his already well stocked

kennel, a red Irish Setter Pup, out of Hudson's (No. Manchester,

Ct.,) Stella by Plunket. For full pedigree of Stella, see No. 170

Surges' book. Mr. W. C. Harding of the same place has added

to his kennel, two pups out of the same litter. Stamford may
well be proud of this .addition, as there is nothing better in Amer-

ica. Mr. Wadsworth says, that Stella is the finest bitch that

Plunket has served in this country. She was imported by Mr.

Hudson, when four months old, and is now about two and a half

years old, is a deep red with some white on breast, and is an ex-

cellent field performer.

A short time ago a small black dog, belonging to Mr. George

Wilson of Milestown, Pa,, walked deliberately into the race near

Clapp's mill, and held his head under the water until he was

drowned. The dog was in good health and able to appear to

three meals and a lunch daily. No cause is assigned for the rash

act.

In Switzerland, a milkmaid, who is a good singer, gets more

salary than others, because under the influence of music cows

"give down" better and give more milk. An Orange county

farmer is trying to hire Kellogg and Nilsson to sing round his

pump.
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What a fountain of blessing is a cow ! She is the mother of

beef, the source of butter, tlie original cause of cheese, to say

nothing of shoes, horns, hair, combs and upper leather. A gentle,

amiable, ever-yielding creature, who has no joy iu her family

affairs which she does not share with man, "We rob her of her

milk, and we only care for her that the robbery may be perpet-

uated.

Here is a Boston boy's composition on " The Horse :"—" The

horse is the most useful animal in the World. So is the Cow I

once had thirteen ducks and wastwo drakes and a Skunk killed

One. he smeldt Orful. I know a boy which had 7 chickens but His

father would not let him rais Them so he got mad and so he bored

a Hole in his mothers wash tub. I wish I Had a horse—a horse

weighs 1,000 pounds."

An ornithologist observes that in the northern countries of

Europe, when the storks, after the breeding season, prepare to

migrate southward, they make flights to test the capabilities of the

young birds to accomplish the journey. When any one is found

not to possess the requisite strength, it is deliberately put to death

by the others. Storks feed principally on frogs, and the mothers

know that the weak would die of hunger if left behind.

How is this for cats ? If a cat doth meet a cat upon a garden

wall, and if a cat doth greet a cat, need they both to squall ?

Every Tommy has a Tabby waiting on the wall, and yet he wel-

comes her approach always with a yawl. And if a kitten wish

to court upon the garden wall, why don't he sit and sweetly smile,

and not stand up and bawl ; lift his precious back up high, and

show his teeth and moan, as if 'twere colic more than love that

made that fellow groan ?

During the winter of '67, Harry McN., of Baltimore, while

acting in the capacity of commercial tourist, i. e. drummer, visited

Wilmington, N. C, and stopped at one of the "first-class" hotels.

At the breakfast table he gave an elaborate order to the waiter,

and ^included in it " two soft-boiled eggs." Sambo went to the

kitchen, but soon returned and asked, " Mass Boss, did you want

dem eggs scrambled?" "No," said Harry, "I want them soft-

boiled." " All right, sir," and off he trotted again. In a few

moments he loomed in again, and remarked in a most persuasive

tone, " Mass Boss, you better have dem eggs scrambled." "What
the d—1 do yon mean '?" roared Harry. " Well," said Sambo,
" Mass Boss, I'll tell you ; dem eggs aint very fresh, and dey'll

look better scrambled." Harry canceled the order for hen fruit

in toto.

"A Contrary Mule.—A farmer in this county, says a North

Carolina paper, has a mule so awfully contrary that he can do

nothing with it. Put him in harness and it is hard to say which

way he will .travel. Put a saddle on him and he appears to doze,

but try to mount him and he will all of a sudden begin to kick

every way—straight out, straddling, with all four legs at once.

As to eating, he will eat anything, from his feed trough up to a

wooden saddle. The owner took a notion to have him shod ; but

he kicked out the blacksmith shop and returned home. The
owner tried to kill him, some time back, so he tied his ears with

a trace chain and rode him for six consecutive days and nights as

bard as he could under whip and spur. The fact is, that he

nearly killed himself in the effort, and had to be carried up stairs

to bed, and his firm belief was that the mule would die that night;

but, to his astonishment, the next morning he found that the

mule had kicked to death a Chester sow weighing 300 pounds, bit

a piece out of his horse's shoulder, ate up a saddle, blanket, and

bridle, tore down the fence, and was splurging about, more devil-

ish than ever, to 'find something else meaner to do."

A Pending German Battle.—The other day a simple-minded

German called on a grocer to pay a bill, giving him a SIC note.

The grocer examined it closely and said: " Hullo, where did you

get this note?" "Vot is de reason mit dose note?" replied the

honest Teuton; "don't she vash good, hein ?" "Good ?" answer-

ed the grocer ; "why, you're a lucky man—that note is worth

S10.50." "Ish dat so f Why for?" "You see the signature over

here, don't you ?" "Dose things like a corkscrew mit de worms?

Yah." "Well, that's Spinner's signature." "Veil." "Well, Mr.

New is now Treasurer of the United States." "You don't tole

me so ! Veil V "Well, and notes signed by Spinner are getting

scarce, and people pay five per cent, more for them than for the

new issue." "By shiminy, ish dot so ?" "Yes. Lemme see your

bills. Why every one of them is a Spinner. Man alive, your for-

tune is made." In pursuance of the grocer's advice Mr. Schneider

called at the Subtreasury Saturday afternoon to get the premium

on his bills; what success he had it is impossible to state, but he

was seen later in the evening lurking round the street by which

the grocer must go home and on being accosted by an acquaintance,

the following conversation took place : "Der peebles von Sharma-

ny fights well, hein i" "0 yes ; the Germans are unquestionably

a military nation of the first-class." "Some big fights, hein ?

Leipsic?" "Yes." "UndSadowa?" "Yes." "Und Koniggratz ?"

' 'Certainly." "Und Worth nnd Mars-la-four, und Gravelotte uud

Sedan ?" "Of course, of course !" "Dose was all big battles, und

der Deutsch licked ?" "Yes." "Veil, youjoost wait till dat grocery

store shuts himself und ycu saw Deutsch victory vot makes you

forget all dem little ones."

—

Chicago Tribune.

LONG LIFE.

A great many people are worrying about this and that as being

injurious to health, and living in dread lest they should do some-

thing to shorten their days. It is a question whether the world

would be much the loser if such timid people should have their

fears realized, and be translated in a hurry, for the world needs

brave folks, and such as worry lest they shall not live at all.

But, leaving this point without discussion, it may do us all good

to remember that longevity is largely a matter of inheritance, and

depends very little on what we do or do not do, provided we do

not commit suicide. Whether we live long or briefly on the earth

is a matter that was largely settled before we were born. Our

ancestors and yours, reader, had more to do with the solution of

that problem than we can have.

The truth is, as science teaches, longevity is a family trait. So-

briety, and a regard for the principles of hygiene, will not neces-

sarily insure long life. These may maintain a condition of health

and vigor, but length of life is largely determined by inheritance.

Longevity is a talent. It may be improved like any other talent,

or it may be wasted ; but no amount of cultivation will create it.

In spite of intemperance and exposure, a man who has this talent

for long life may become a centenarian. A saddler, aged 113,

whose grandfather died at 112, and his father at 113, was asked

by Louis XIV, what he had done to attain to such length of days

;

he replied :
" Sire, since I was 50, 1 have acted upon two principles ;

I have shut my heart and opened my wine cellar." Again, Go-

lomdrewski, a Pole, notwithstanding the hardships of eighty years

of service as a common soldier, the fatigues of thirty-five campaigns

under Napoleon, the sufferings of the terrible Russian campaign,

the effects of five wounds, and the recklessness of a soldier's life,

survived, and in 1846 was still living at the age of 102. But, it is

to be observed, his father attained the age of 121, and his grand-

father 130. A well-known literary character, M. Quersonnieres,

was living at five score in the full possession of all his power. He
said : " My family descends from Methuselah ; we must be killed

to die ; my grandfather was killed by accident at 1 25 years of age,

and I," he added, smiling, "invite you to my burial in the next

century."
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Editor Johrnal :

Can you, or one of your many readers, tell me through the

Journal, if there is any cure for blindness in a mocking bird.

My bird, for this last; three weeks, has grown entirely blind. I

feed nothing but Rich's Prepared Bird-food. He is an excellent

singer, notwithstanding his blindness.

Yours, &c. X. 0. P.

Plainfield, June 29, 1876.

ODR article on PRIZES

To be awarded at exhibitions of poultry in the future has drawn

forth several replies, some of which we have printed as evincing a

coincidence in our views, generally.

What we aimed to suggest was a redaction in the multiplicity

of awards that should be made, in these latter days. We have out-

grown the old rules, and we have come to breeding much higher

grades of fowls all over the country. Our Standard calls for much

better classes of birds to be placed in competition at ourAmerican

shows, nowadays, than formerly ; and the premium lists have been

very largely increased in value and numbers, for grades.

We still think that three kinds of premiums—for first, second,

and third, in both adults and young stock—amply sufficient. The
" highly commended " amounts to nothing. This, or any addition-

al prizes (except specials) only complicate matters, and are of no

earthly use to breeders or fanciers towards selling such stock, as

compared with the reputation obtained by carrying off 1st, 2d, or

3d premiums.

As to giving some kind of an award to every body, any how, we

need only observe that judges could never get through with a large

show if they were obliged critically to scale all the fowls of all va-

rieties (whether good, bad, or indifterent) that are now every year

exhibited at the principal or leading shows. This is highly im-

practicable.

If we can come down to the three premium rule, we can save a

great deal of trouble to the judges, and this will aid towards induc-

ing every man to breed his best for the shows. Any judge who is

competent to act at all, can very soon determine where and which

the birds are in an exhibition-room which fall beloio the three

grades each of adults and chickens to which we have referred.

These can be passed, and the others can be sorted and pro

nounced upon, readily, but if, as one correspondent suggests, we

arc to have all the birds scaled, and a fourth or fifth society prize

awarded to each variety of old and young—the last portion of this

dutv will never be performed with any degree of satisfaction to

any body, and the amount of labor thus entailed is beyond endur-

ance, ordinarily, at our large shows.

For ourselves we trust that a reform will be made, this year, in

the respect we have mentioned. At least let us try the experi-

ment fairly, and ascertain results. We seriously think this is the

best thing we can do, injustice to all concerned.

CENTENNIAL POULTRY SHOW.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq. :

Dear Sir,—Having been appointed Superintendent of the

Poultry Department of the International Exhibition, it is my
earnest desire to have the display of both American and Foreign-

bred fowls the largest and best that has ever taken place in the

United States, if not in the world. In order to do which I re-

spectfully ask your co-operation by not only exhibiting the best

birds of your own well-known strains, but by inducing others to

do likewise. The Centennial Commission through the Chief of

the Agricultural Bureau, is disposed to extend every facility to

all exhibits of fowls, pigeons, and birds, that may be entered,

either for competition or exhibition. Entries are now coming in,

and will be received until Sept. 1st. Let us make the event one

of the greatest features of the Centennial Exposition, and one

that all fanciers may feel proud of.

For particulars regulating the display, I would refer you to the

revised circulars and entry-blanks, which will be mailed, upon ap-

plication to this department.

Any other information that you may desire will be cheerfully

furnished by Yours fraternally,

John B. Diehl,
• Siipt. Poultry Dept.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—The cats of the Isle of Man are without tails.

—

N. Y. Sun.

Why re-tail such an old tale ?

-What did a blind sawyer do to have his sight restored

He took his horse—and saw I H.

—Moody and Sankey have been invited to hold meetings in New
Haven, and 1,000 people signed the invitation.

—

Pliila. Times.

It has been reported that the " fools are not all dead yet."

—A Maine cow swallowed $50, and they gave her emetics all in

vain

—

Boston Post.

Why give it to her in vein—would it not have been more effec-

tual in her stomach ?

—A disconsolate girl stood up to her neck in a pond near Sac-

ramento for an hour, deciding whether to drown herself Then
she concluded to live, and waded out.

She should be engaged at the Zoo as a wader-bird.

—The editor of a Western paper observes :

"The poem which Ave publish in this week's Herald was written

by an esteemed friend, who lias lain many years in the grave for

his own amusement."
He must have been a regular dead-head.

—A dog ran into a garden in Waterford, N. Y., after being

poisoned with arsenic, and saliva from its mouth flew on some let-

tuce. An entire family was made almost fatally sick by eating

the lettuce.

—

N. Y. Sun.

Served them right, the chief cook especially. Any one so care-

less or filthy as to place lettuce on the table without first washing

it deserves to be poisoned.

—My friend Huon, usually so accurate, and always so interesting,

speaking of the tiger in " Zoo Notes," No. 21, says :
" Standing
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ill fear of but one enemy, the Bison, and monarch over every de-

si'riptiDii of 1 icality, roams the Sivvage and powerful Benfjal titrer."

Surely Ihion means the Butfulo {Bos Bubaliis),a.nA not the Bison.

Tlio geograpliital range of the tiger extends on ihc North into Si-

|,,;i.i;i. J. M. McCann.

—Dods With White Points —Your correspondent, Mr.

MeCann, is right in stating that " Dogs with white points invari-

ahly have white tipped tails." I liavc bred setters for a number

of years, and am constantly thrown in the society of breeders and

sportsmen ; these are all unanimous in this point. The reason

setters with white feet are often seen with solid tails is from the

simjile fact of the white tips having been pinched off. I do not

mean iloclcal us we understand dufkinfj, but the little white tip

pinched when tlie dog is grown; this cannot be noticed and the tail

appears of a natural length, and properly feathered, which is not

the case in a regularly docked animal. O. D. F.

—A I'eace Loving Dog.—The Reading Times tells this of a

Quaker dog in that county:
Solomon Lesher, of Perry townsliip, who resides near Shoc-

makersville, is the owner of a hirge black dog, which is called

"the pexcemaker." Tliedo.' will allow no fighting in his presence;

will not allow members of the family to take bold of each otiier

roughly ; nor does he allow cock-lighting, the stpiealing of pigs

or anything upon the premises suggestive of quarreling. Should

such a thing take place he immediately punishes the wrong doer.

If aco.v horns another he promptly bites the offending beast.

If the pigs become restive he leaps into the pen and settles them

in short order. Moreover he is bitter in his opposition to tramps,

and will allow none to come on the premises. Mr. Lesher says

no money would induce him to part with the dog.

—A MoNKEV IN A China Store.—Yesterday morning, about

nitie o'clock, a large, whitel'aced monkey, owned and kept by an

Italian at his fruit-stand, corner of Niuth and Arch streets, escaped

from a box in which he was confined, and got into the street. A
cr(j«'d of hoys at once started after the animal and chased him
about the street, and during tlie excitement, the monkey ran into

the china store of Metz & Madden, No. 910 Arch street, and at

once commenced the work of destruction. He jumped from shelf

to shelf to escape his pursuers, and at each jump he threw to the

ground valuable articles of glass and china wear, and even went
so far as to pick up pieces of ware and throw them about the store

and at those in pursuit of him. He got, eventually, into the

window of the store, and broke nearly every article in it, and, be-

fore ho was captured, he destroyed between $3U0 and $400 worth

of goods.

—

Plata. Ledger.

—Ualtimoke Oriole—Speakingof the oriole, its habits, songs,

anil tractableness, the Ogdensburg Journal says, "An old bird

which should happen to be trapped would probably quit singin

on being deprived of liberty, but one caught young and fed

from the human hand will make a most delightful and tractable

pet, and happiest when closely surrounded by people, will sing

marvelously sweet notes and trills. We know one of this

sort, that when liberated from its cai;e will go to the hand of its

owner, assist in threading a needle or ripping a seam, nestle on
her shoulder, stand on her hand, and bathe in a bowl of water, and
when it has had its liberty of the premises to its heart's content it

will go back into its cage and sing its merry tune. It will eat

fruit, cake, bread and milk, potatoes, and sugar, lean meat, nuts

and eggs, and is especially fond of house flies and small angle
worms and insects, and will catch anything tossed to it just .as a
smart dog will a cracker. Talkabout that biidbeing mournful \"

—The Beech Tree and Liohthing.—The question asked
by me in weekly gossip—" Is the beech tree, Fagus fen-ugiiica,

ever struck by lightning ?" has been answered in the liflfirmative,

by Dr. Uickey, and Mrs. Stephenson, for which information they
wi 1 please accept thanks. I have often been told there wjs a tra-

dition among the North American Indians that this tree is exempt
from injury by lightning, and that whenever possible they seek its

shelter during thunder storms. A writer in London " Science
Gossip," states that Fagus si/lvatica is never struck by lightning, and
that assertion has never been contradicted. The bark and wood
of these two trees are not distinguishable. The only difference

seems to be that the European variety has larger foliage and is

more compact in habit. It is the principal wood used in France
for making saoo's, or the wooden slioes of the peasantry, being pre-

ferred lor this purpose to every other wood except walnut, on
account of its iiroperty of not absorbing water.

Tlie lieceb tree is universally admired for its elegant habit and
beautiful foliage, varieties of it being found in most parts of the
world—those in .southern latituiles lieing evergreen. The cover
iug, enelo^sing the kernel, contains a volatile, narcotic, poisonous

principle, called Fagine—though beech oil is used as food in Franco
and other countries, the oil cake which remains being considered

excellent for poultry, and in Switzerland the leaves are used for

(illiiig mattresses. That the beech-tree is less liable to injury from
' the (ire horses of the fairies, and the shining chariots of the genii,"

than am/ other of equal height is certain—but J. A. S. suggests

the brilliant idea, that for this reason it should be rejected,

and tliat we should plant around our dwellings onlij those trees

known to be good conductors—the tulip-tree, Quprciis alba, &c.

—

thus ignoring the sublime invention of Franklin, and rearing wooden

lightning-rods to Thor ! What effect would be produced by an im-

mense lAriodendron, riven by a thunder bolt, crashing upon the

rooftree of an average country cottage.

J. M. McCann.

—The origin of the terms " 6 penny," "10 penny," etc., as

applied to nails, thoush not commonly known, is involved in no
mystery whatever. Nails have been made a certain number of

pounds to the 1000 for many years, and are still reckoned in that

way in England, a lOd. being 1000 nails to ten pounds, and 6d.

being 1000 to G pounds, a twenty penny weighing 20 pounds
to the 1000 and having just one half the number of nails to the

ten pounds of the 10 penny, and in ordering the buyer cal's for

3 pound, 6 pound or 10 pound variety, etc., until by the Eng-
lishman's abbreviation of pun for pound the abbreviation has been

made to stand for penny instead of pound, as originally intended
;

and when it comes to less th.an one pound to the 1000, such as

tacks, brads, etc., they are reckoned 6 oz., 8 oz., 12 oz., etc.,

and the manufacturer who would make less than 1000 nails to ten

pounds for a lOd. nail, would be looked upon as a cheat, as in

former times the difference in the cost of the manufacture of one

pound of the small nails over the larger sizes was much greater

than now. As nails are now m.ide and sold, the dealer only asks

for the sizes needed, by the usual designation, and the fact that

there are now but about two thirds of the number of nails former-

ly called for in the pound docs not lessen the value.

—What is MEERScnAUM ?—A great many persons have asked

this question and have been answered "Sea foam" and judging

from its light specific gravity and pure color, have believed it

and looked upon it with wondering eyes, regarding it as a great

curiosity, miraculously changed by Nature from the common sea-

foam to the beautiful article which constitutes it.

Now it is not to be denied that Nature does bring about many
wonderful changes, but in this case the aforesaid explanation is

entirely amiss.

Meerschaum is a species of clay, being a Hydrous Silicate of

Magnesia consisting of one part each of Silica, Magnesia, and
water. It is found in both America and Europe, especially at

Natolid.

When first taken from the earth it is soft, and, when rubbed

with a little water, will give a lather similar to soap. When
desired to be made into fancy articles it is first boiled in oil or

wax, and then baked, by which latter process it is converted into

an Anhydrous Silicate.

There exists some controversy in regard to the derivation of its

name, some writers claiming it to be from the German Meer, the

sea, and schaum, foam, suggested no doubt by its appearance,

while others assert that is a corruption of its Tartar name Myr-
sen ;

but it is more than probable that the former one is the ccn-

rect one. It is known in Persia under the name of Kicfekle,

from—keff, foam or scum, and—gill, clay or mud. Its min-

eralogical name is Sepiolite. Harrt A. Slocdm.

—A Natural Fish Pond.—Kev. Robert Wilson, in the Pop-

ular Science Monthly, describes a natural basin on the "Woodboo"
plantation, about forty miles from Charlcstown. Walking toward

a clump of tall cypresses, you suddenly find yourself on the brink

of a miniature lake, the ground being firm up to the water's edge.

An irregular basin, about fifty yards long by a dozen wide, is hol-

lowed out in the blue limestone rock which underlies the soil but

a few inches from the surface, and this is filled to the brim with

slightly opaline yet perfectly clear water. The bottom slopes ad-

ruptly'from either side to the middle, where it is fully twelve feet

deep, and there exists an irregular fissure extending the whole

length of the basin, and varying from two to six inches (appar-

ently) in width. 'I'he basin swarms with fish of every variety

common to the waters of the region, and of every size. Schools of

fry keep near the edges, hundreds in number, while in the deep

waters may be seen full grown perch and bream, catfish, black bass,

pike and alewives. Watch the bottom for awhile, and you will

.see these fish issuing from the fissure in the rock, the larger liiiss

(four to eight pounders) never venturing far from it, and darting

into it at the least alarm. I well remember a pike nearly tlircc

feet long, which I have often struck with a fishing cane, but which I
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never could CMptiire. The largest fish will not take the hook, on ac-

count, of exposure to view ; but the smaller bream, perch and bass

bite with great eagerness, and I have often caught from twenty to

sixty in an afternoon, selecting tlie best fish by sight, and placing

ihe liait at their very moutlis. Sometimes the basin is almost
empty offish ; an hour afterwards enough will be visible to over-

stock a dozen ponds of equal size. By day, eels are rarely visible,

and you may stir up all tlie ]iatclies of grass along the bed with-

out discovering one; at night they are frequently caught, the

negroes sometimes "gigging" tliem of the largest size. The tem-
perature of the water is the same winter and summer—about 62°

—and the fish bite best in the coldest weather.

SjW/^LL PeJ DEp/^F^JIWEfJj
AND YOUNG FOLKS^ CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the wceli ending June 27th, 1876.

1 Woodchuck {Arctotws monax). Presented by Wm. R. Strievy,

Phila
1 Woodchuck (.4. monar). Presented by McCadden & Sevan,

Phila.

3 Barn Owls {SirixJIammea) . Purchased.
1 Chaparral Cock (Geococc^xca/i/brnmnMs). Purchased.
2 Screech Owls (Scops asio). Presented by Frank Mowrey,

Phila.

26 Horned Toads (Phrynosoma comut.a). Presented.

2 Peafowls {Pavo cristalus]. Bred in Garden.
1 Horned To^id (Pkripiosoma cormUa), Presented by Mrs. Pas-

chall, Pasch.illvillc, Pa.

1 Red Fox ( Vutpes fulous). Presented by W. "VV. Whildin,
Phila.

1 Woodchuck [Arct.onys monax). Presented by Martin Gold-
smith, Camden, N. J.

Arthok E. Bkown, Gen. Sup't.

(For Fancier's Journal.)

ZOO NOTES NO. 24.

The SiiA cow

—

[Manatee latriosiris.)

In the northern end of the Carnivora house and in that partic-

ular" room where once dwelt the beautiful eland, will now be

found a tank formed of glass and wood, 12 feet square and 3

feet deep, with capacity to hold some six and a half tons of

water, where sport and apparently enjoy existence a sea-cow, in

which you behold (Halchen mio) the veritable triton of heathen

mythology, the siren of the Argonauts, and the mermaid of

Purchas, and ancient mariners and travelers by the sea in general.

Naturalists do not agree as to where in the animal kingdom

the sea-cows have place. Some have set them among the pachy-

derms (thick skins), between the elephant and hippopotamus.

Others, from their fish-like form and aquatic habits, have placed

them as intermediate between pachyderms and true cetacea (the

whale and its kind).

There are several species of the sea-cow, two of which are found

in America, another in Africa, and though all are tropical, strange

to say, none are found in the Pacific or Indian Oceans, nor on

any shores which are not washed by the waters of the Atlantic.

Thus we find the home of the sea-cow in the Gulf of Mexico,

along the Florida coast, around the West India Islands, the shal-

low bays of the Antilles and the quiet creeks of South America.

It is at the mouths of rivers, or in the rivers themselves, that the

sea-cows find their food which consists of seaweed, floating scum,

and the aquatic plants which abound in the shallow waters and

along the banks. Being gregarious, they are found in troops, and

keeping near the shore, always in shallow water, they are easily

ciiptured, the only dilfieulty being caused by their thick skin, and

therefore harpoons, sharp lances and iron arrows are employed.

Thousands of tliem are thus captured yearly, the sea-cow being

quite au important item of commerce, as the flesh salted and dried

is a very wholesome and palatable food—while from the skin is

made leather of most remarkable strength and durability, as well

as "cowhides," which are said to be superior to the best "hippopota-

mus" stock, and from the fat most excellent oil, purer th.an any

other animal oil known. No wonder the poor sea-cow is fast be-

ing exterminated (as is known to be the case), and now comes

another demand for them—Zoos want them, and already has the

London got its show of them, and our Cincinnati sister is like-

wise prepared with its specimen sea-cows.

Halchen.—Why call them cows ? they have neither legs nor

horns, and in no way resemble a cow.

Grampy.—Well, every thing must have a name, and as with a

new play or novel, a "t.aking" one is very important, but you are

mistaken as to there being no resemblance to the cow. The
fleshy nose, with the nostrils opening on the end of the snout,

much resembles that of a cow, but if you do not like this name,

there is one or two more for you to choose from—Manatee, for

instance, which conies from the creature's flippers looking so

much like hands {maniis) hence the name. If this does not suit

you, you may call it Lamantin, asBuffbn does, which comes to the

same thing in French. Both these are good in zoology, and you
therefore need not be afraid of misnomers.

Halchen.—Whence the stories of their being "nereids," tritons,"

or "mermen," and "maids?"

Grumpy.—The sea-cows have a habit of congregating in the

shallow places, or on the rocks and there standing upright, wiih

bodies half out of the water. At a distance, with their thin lips

(whiskers on the upper lip of the male, and woman's breasts on

the female) they much resemble human beings, which resem-

blance, doubtless, gave to the lively imaginations of the ancient

sea-travelers the wonderful stories of the fabulous beings you

mention, especially the "mermaid," who

"On the rocks do sit with comb and glass in hand,"

to warn jolly Jack to sheer off. In "Purcnas Pilgrimage" you

will find a full description of the "woman-fish," which may have

helped Barnum in his manufacture of one.

Halchen.—Then there never were such things as "mermaids,"

and so forth f

Grampy.—Never—though Pliny and a host of writers give de-

scriptions of them—though Aristotle and others maintained the

existence of them—though a mermaid was actually seen in Epirus

in the time of Alexander, and a record made of it—though one

was seen in Poland in 1554—another in Antwerp, by Aldrov-

andus—another in the reign of King Roger in Sicily, and still

another by Captain Whitbourn off' Newfoundland in 1610. Yet

they never existed, and science, through the lips of Sirlluniiihrcy

Davy, declares that a "human head, human hands, and human

mammiB are wholly incompatible in the same creature with a lisli's

tail." Therefore put not your trust in these ancients, Halchen

mio, for there is no end to the wonderful and impossible in their

stories of what they have seen—in their paintings and in their

sculptures. I remember to have seen an account of a picture

(which was praised, too, as an "old master") representing Abra-

ham about to sacrifice his son by shooting him with a blunder-

buss, and we all have seen the Greek sculptor's Laocoon where

the python or boa, not content with crushing the miserable priest

to death, must increase his dying agonies with a bite. Now hnd

the sculptor possessed any knowledge of snakes he would have

known that the tribe which crus/ies never 6iVes.

Halchen.—Do you know you are discussing art ? Let us come

back to nature. Tell me on what food are these sea-cows now
living ?

Giampy.—Grass taken from the Schuylkill, and though there

seems an abundance of it in the river, yet such voracious maws
have they, that the commissariat may have to go over to the

Delaware for a future supply. It is even under consideration
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whether seaweed from tlic Now Jersey const of the Atlantic will

not be wanted, ns preserved food for the winter.

Ilalrhm.—How large do they sjenerally grow, and what of their

natures ; are tliey fierce or dangerous in any way ?

Gram-pij.—They have been found to measure twenty feet in

length, but the average is about twelve. They arc of gentle dis-

position, perfectly harmless, even when attacked ; of man they are

not afraid, and very rarely—if ever—quarrel with each other.

Having very strong affection for their yoimg, when danger ap-

iiroaches, a whole troop will UEite for their general protection,

and placing the "small ivy" in the center, the older ones form a

ring for the common safety. It is said that if one is struck by a

h.arpoon its companion will tear the weapon out, and if a "calf

'

be taken prisoner, the captors are sure of the mother, as her ma-

ternal affection will not allow her to go far away from her unfor-

tunate offspring. I wish wo could say as much for all human

mothers.

I/alclien.—One word more. Where did these sea cows come

from ?

Grampy.—Demarara, one of the three countries of British

Guiana, S. A. , for which see map, and "when found make a note

on't." - HuoN.
-«-•

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

MR. DOZY, GOLDFISHING.

nY SPERMACETI.

"What are you doing there V
"Oh, me an' pap is a ketchin' goldfish."

This question was propounded by yours truly, while walking

nearapondin the neighborhood of Mr. Dozy's old fashioned store.

On reaching it my attention was attracted and my curiosity ex-

cited by seeing Mr. Dozy and his son Solomon in the water, with

their pantaloons rolled up as far as the law allows, and tugging

earnestly at what appeared to be the end lanyards of a large net,

fully fifty feet in length. My question referred to their occupation,

and it was Solomon who, being nearest the shore, elucidated the

mystery.

Alter a short interval of hard dragging, during which I waited

with considerable interest to see the result of the haul, the two

fisherman got the net up on the beach. As it made its appearance

the rapid flashes of gold and silver light told that it contained

at least some booty. But when spread out on the ground and

opened, the net disclosed a heap of beautiful fish, numbering

at least three or four hundred. But they were not .all goldfish,

fully one-half were silver fish, so named from their color. These

silver fish are worthless to sell and "tarnal pests," as Mr. Dozy

pettishly remarked as he and Solomon heartlessly threw them

out on the ground to die.

The goldfish ran in size from the length of your little finger to

fish of a pound or a pound and a half in weight. The larger and

smaller ones were put back in the water and tliose of about three

inches in length were carried up in pails to the house, where they

were transferred to a tank kept in readiness for them.

I found Mr. Dozy in a good humor with the success of his haul

and perfectly willing to give all the facts he knew aljout goldfish.

"Goldfish," said he, "ain't a salt-water fish, like the whale,

Jeemes, but he likes to live in fresh water. I reckon" Long
Lsland was the fust place anybody ever seed goldfish. They hev

been in this pond as long as I kin remember. Air you goin' to

publish this, Jeemes ? Ef so be you air, you'd better not be too

sartin they was found on Long Island fust, for I ain't dead sure."

I took tlie old gentleman's advice and didn't make "dead sure"

until I made inquiries, and I found that he was right in having

misgivings about his opinion. The goldfish is of the carp family

and native to the Celestial empire, which supplies us with fire-

crackers and tea and much-abused emigrants.

It is a curious fact that one may stock a pond which has previous-

ly hail nothing in, with goldfish and in the course of a few years

silver fish will .also appear in th.at pond in large quantities. Mr.

Dozy told nie this curious fact, but could advance no theory which

threw any light upon it, and at last appealed to me as a newspaper

in.an, who necessarily knew everything, to explain the matter.

I promptly suggested, my reputation as a newspaper man and

a pisciculturist being at stake, that the gold and silver fish being

similar in form, though different in color, the probability was

th.at the male fish was silver-colored while the female is golden.

Now I don't want any scientist who happens to read these lines

to take up my opinion, above delivered, and knock it into "smith-

ereens" with his learning. Let him be considerate, for I feel very

proud of It and think it worthy of Seth Green, the man who

always has his pockets full of fish spawn.

Mr. Dozy says he used to get SI 2. 00 per hundred for his fish,

but like every other business it has become less profitable in these

hard times and now he only receives 88.00. By inquiry at the

places where they are sold in New York, we find the retail price is

anything from $5.00 per pair to ten cents a fish, the price vary-

ing according to the greenness of the customer.

I don't imagine I have given my readers any vast amount of in-

formation in the foregoing account about goldfish, but we can't

he alwuys bothering ourselves about adulteration and monopolies

and Cincinnati conventions, and it is sometimes a relief to read

something which does not necessitate a strain on one's faculties,

and it is my idea that this article exactly fills that bill.

—

American

Grocer.

ExcH^NqES.
di^^Advertisements under tliis liead, of four lines, or forty-ciglit words de-

.wribiuif and offeriag for Excliailse only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for ejich and every insertion. J?'or every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

|il^^''T0 KXCHiNGE FOK CASH'' Or "OREESBiCKS," "WANTED A PnRCHASKE,"

or '"WANTED AN OFFER," etc, etc., canuot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exxhnngf or Want column.
lEg^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied witli 25 cents.

CARPENTER, Bo.'i 108, Mt. Kisco, N. T., has a Carpenter's Chest

of Tools, 75 pieces ; also Brass Brum Ijlnsic Box, in good order. Will ex-

change for Cabinet Organ, or offers.

JOSEPH REBMEISTtK, Batavia, N. Y., has for exchange i

Cut Kifle, valued at SlU.UO, for Fancy Pigeons.

A. <". MILES, Harrisburg, Pa., will exchange a thoroughbred Setter

dog pup, 4 months old, seconil to none in the United States; also a full

blood Heathwood B. R. cock, 6.i lbs. weight, for Fancy Pigeons. If not aa

represented, I will return goods and pay expenses.

1VAKKEN BECK. York, Pa., will exchange 3 hens and one cock,

fine; 1 very tine white-faced Black Spanish cock, 1 pair Splashed Tumblers,

2 pair Black Tumblers, 1 yellow cap Magpie cock, 1 pair Quakers, 1 pair

White Fans, 1 Turbit cock, for one foot-power scroll saw, or Black-wing

Swallow hen, or Silver Dun Carrier cock, or Mottled Fan hen. Make offers.

WII.I.IAM HPNT, Tivoli, N. Y., wiints to exchange three very

fine Aylesbury drakes, for ducks, or one pair of Toulouse geese ;
Drakes are

Bicknell's best stock; geese must be fine. "Will also give White Leghorn

roosters, Smith stock, for geese or duckwing bantams. No half breeds.

JOHN F. MYERLE, JR., 229 Church St., Lancaster City, Pa.,

will exchange a thoroughbred Beagle Honnd, well broken for hunting, for a

solid Blue Turbit hen, or Antwerps, Carriers, &c. Speak quick. All letters

answered.

K. F. SMITH, Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa., has one pair of

Maltese kittens, and one Chinese dog, to exchange for Chickens or Pigeons, or

offers. This stock is good, and want the same. Dog is a good watch dog,

and well broken to perform or do anything.

HARKY K. AVEL-SH, York, Pa., willexchange, for Fancy Pigeons

of any variety, aa fine a Light Brahma cockerel of Comey, Churchman, and
Carpenter strain, hatched late last season, as is to be found in Pennsylvania,

or eggs of same variety for Pigeons. Expect good specimens,

also Tumblers and Fans for othen
cockerel i

JNO. F. HOUSSlR, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 pair D. Brah-

mas, 3 trios P. Cochins, 7 Light Brahma hens—all '74 and '75 hatch, and very

fine'large birds, for thorough bred pigs.

ROOM 7, P. 0. Building, Hartford, Conn., would like some fine Ameri-

an Song Birds, or Canaries, with cages, in exchange for choice selected eggs of

iiost any variety. Write on Postal Cards, or any other cards. Double quick.

J. F. FERRIS, Hartford, Conn., would like to exchange a policy of

Lite Insurance in one of the best companies in the country, for a good horse

and buggy. Write for particulars.
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FANCHSlt, Uooni 7, P. 0. JlnildinfC, Hartford, Conn., would like a nice

sittinj; of Dm-kwini; ti;une Uant;im eggs, in exchange for other eggs of Leg-
horns, Cochins or JirahiiiJis.

OLIVl<:ie O. SCHOCK, Hamhuvg, Berks Co., Pa., will exchange
young Fancy I'igeous, White, KeJ, and Yellow Barbs, Black, Red, and Mottled
Jacobins, Archangels, Tumblers, A\'hite Fans, and many other varieiies, for
Poland, China, or good Chester White Pigs. Must be A No. 1, from 6 to 10
weeks old.

J. W. TATUffI, Wilmington, Delaware, h:is a Learner's Telegraph
Machine, Key, Sounder, (and Battery, if desired) complete; is nearly new
and in perfect ordir ; ali^o a fine pair Ameri'-an Hose-comb Dominique Cocks.
Will excha,uge for Qr.^t-cUiss puvc-bred Brown Leghorns, either fowls or eggs.

1.0¥D B. PHII.L.IPS, Norwalk, Conn., has for exchange 1 trio of
Partridge Cochins, or White Leghorn Chicks, for 1 trio of S. S. Polish ; also,

1 trio Breeding Stock of Partridge Cochins for a Printing Press, or offers.

Stock A No. 1.

W. J. HOLOEIV, Ilndson, Til., will exchange small black and tan
male Pup, three months old, pure bred, for Light Brahma Cockerels, or other
fancy poultry.

HERBKRT B.ODER, Box G38, Stamford, Conn., would like to
exchange a few good White Leghorn hens, for Plymouth Hock hens of same
quality.

G. R. HAY, West Laurens, Otsego Co., N. Y., will exchange one pair
Hue Games, one pair lloudans, one trio Partridge Cochins, for Watch, Har-

?OOK •Exchange.
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and

offering ONE Book for Sale, Exchange, or Wantedj will be allowed at 10 cents
for each and erery insertion.

AUBUBON "WANTEB—Jos. M. Wade, RockTille, Cot
copy of the above Work. State condition and lowest cash price.

W;\fJ JED.
REAn INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF ESCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

IRVINO Itl. BARKER, Middletown, Newport Co., R, I., wantsa
first-class Red-wing Turbit hen, lor which I will give a good bargain.

OEOUGIi: STRANGE, Hansom, Hillsdale Co., Michigan, wants a
pair of Lop-eared and a pair of Dutch Habbits ; all must be of the best breeds
or be returned. Do not want to pay a fancy price.

IF YOU ^VISH TO EXCHANGE
.i^isr-^TZESiiKrGSr

From a spinning-wheel to a farm out West, patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN
OF TUE

FANCIERS' JOURNAL!!
For twenty-five cents you (

nore than 4S words.
!rt an " Exchange '

"ST O TJ
I do not " want," offer i

TRY IT ONCE!!!
have something that you do not "want," offer it" for exchange "
column.

WM. E. FLOWER,
SnOEMAKERTOWN, PA.

LIGHT EBMMAS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

T am prepared to ship Eggf from
my best stock, carefully boxed, te
Hatch.

tjee D. B. adversement elee-

where.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BRAHMAS

IMPORTED BLACK HAMEUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AND CHICKS FOR SAL,E.

Write for Circdiar.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth nnd Buttonwood Streets, Phila^
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segarii, Weekly Capers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

JERSEY, ALBERIEY, AHD GUEfflSEY COf

.

now TO

Choosa, Manage and Breed to the Most Profit.

Illustrated. Price, $I..;o.

Address EANCIBRS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L.and D llrabmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
and have won 16 first, "1" fieeond, and two special premiump; stock from
Fetch, Williams, Hersteiiis, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, S3.00 per 13.

H. PAKIIAM.Lima, 0.

MOORE'S

WORK ON PIGEONS,
No-w Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

PREPAID BY MAIL.

liARGE DISCOBNT TO FANCIERS
Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn

COVERS for JOURNAL
NOW READY!

PRICE 60 CENTS. FREE BY MAIt.

Address • FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Coi

I3:OJVLHSrGr I=«IC3rI503Sr.

By W. B. Tegetmeler.
PRICE, 75 CENTS, FREE BY MAIIi.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Com

THE JOUBNAIi can be had at any news stand. Or at Schock'i
Cigar and Stationery Store, Tenth and Callowhill Streets, Philadelphia.

~"
Price, 1 cents single copy

.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE KIANY.

Containing the HISTORY OF THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

directions for their selection, breeding, and maniigement ; the treatment of

their di.ccases, and the construction of their dwellings. Sent postpaid on
receipt of 30 cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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EGYPT'S "WONDERS.

THE GIGANTIC PVKAMID9 AS SEKN BV RECKNT AMERICAN

TOURISTS.

[Conlinued from No. 26.]

There is a perpendicular shaft of 1 .'>5 feet from the queen's cham-

ber down to the entrance passage below the base of the Pyramid.

It is believed this shaft was sunk by the masons, after finishing

the room, to afford them the means of egress, the opening into the

gallery and sloping a cent having been most effectually barred

with masses of granite on the inside, by which the existence of the

upper apartments referred to were concealed for ages. One of

our Bedouin guides proposed to work his way out by going down

ibis dark well and through the passage into the outside opening

below, but we could not "see it" fifty cents worth, and did not

consider it worth while to contribute at all for the performance of

a feat in the dark.

Emerging from the great monument, we did not care to under-

take the IcjS diflieult and fatiguing performance of ascending the

Pyramid, nor did we even respond to the Arab cry, "hip-'arrah

—si.\ finnc and run up top and down ten minute "—" hip-'arrah,

say go V We contribute two English shillings each to the old

sheikh having charge of the guides, and a shilling backsheesh to

each one of those attending ns, and that seemed suflScient without

investment in the " hip-'arrah" business. We again view the Pyr-

amid from the outside. The great stone blocks furnish steps upon

which the ascent is made. They vary in size from two to four and five

feet square. The Arab guides, two and three for one person, almost

lift one from step to step. There is a space about thirty feet

square at the summit.

When was this stupendous Pyramid constructed ? Authorities

differ as to the time. There is little doubt that it was built under

the direction of the tyrant ruler, Cheops, who reigned some 2,500

years before Christ. The work was probably completed about 4,300

years ago. It is said by both Diodorus and Pliny that 360,000

men were employed twenty years in its construction. Herodotus

wrote 2,300 years ago that 100,000 men were employed in the

quarries of the Arabian hills in cutting the stone and transporting

it to and across the river; thousands more were occupied in drag-

ging the material to the Lybian hills. "Of the time," he says,

"passed in this arduous undertaking, ten years were taken up in

the construction of the causeway for the transport of the stones, a

work scarcely less wonderful, in my opinion, than the Pyramid it-

self."

This causeway was 3,000 feet long, 60 feet wide, and 75 to 100

feet high. Some remains of the great work are now visible.

The second and third Pyramids were not built till many years

after the first. These two have subterranean vaults only, there

being no chambers above. The second Pyramid is nearly as large

as the first ; some of the smooth casing which originally con-

stituted the exterior of all these Pyramids still remains on this one,

130 to 150 feet from the top. Upon this surface it is said that

hieroglyphics had been cut to such an extent that if those upon

the two larger Pyramids were copied upon paper, " more than

ten thousand books would be filled with them."

The stones originally constituting the surface of the Pyramids

were so precisely adjusted, as a writer in the twelfth century de-

clared, that " not even a needle or a hair can be inserted between

any two of them." Now the Pyramids are ragged and bare ; lay-

ers of the great stones have been taken off; the Pyramids for cen-

turies furnished quarries out of which modern Egyptians have

built cities. And yet their outline remains the same; they have

been reduced only twenty to forty feet in length of sides, and fif-

teen to twenty feet in height—hardly appreciable in comparison

with the immensity of the whole.

We visit the ruins of old tombs near by. The great sepulchral

chamber is cut out ofthe solid rock. The external structure embraces

a temple, from one of the apartments of which a vertical well leads

to a sepulchral chamber, in which was buried the mummy. Here

arc exhibited the results of an immensity of labor as well as mar-

velous mechanism in the work of excavation through solid rock,

and in the fitting into walls of polished granite, slabs or blocks, of

size varying from ten to twelve feet in length, six and eight breadth,

and a foot or more in thickness—the pieces being so nicely adjust-

ed that a penknife cannot now be inserted between them. The

mason-work of these temple tombs, which are of large dimensions,

now stands perfectly and "is plumb" as when completed with such

mechanical exactness, thousands of years ago. Forced or volun-

tary labor, one fact comes to us in tangible and unmistakable forms

down the ages,namely, that men knew how to work, and they did

work upon honor in those days whereof we have the history, now

possessed mainly from such monuments as these, with accompa-

nying hieroglyphic inscriptions.

Our next observation is the Sphinx. It is located on the east

side ofthe platform or plateau of Gizah, about one-fourth of a mile

from the Great Pyramid. The idea of the Sphinx is said to have

originated in Thebes. Its name, as given in the hieroglyphics, is

translated as meaning " the sun god, the type of all kings." The

Sphinx is a monster in proportions as well as in the figure pre-

sented ; it is the bust of a man, with the body and legs of a lion,

designed, it is supposed, to represent the union of intellect and

power required in a king. Only the head, shoulders and back are

now visible; the rest is buried in the sand. The head measures

thirty feet from the top of the forehead to the bottom of the chin,

and fourteen feet across. The face is considerably broken, but

enough is preserved to indicate the general features and their ex-

pression. The Sphinx does present, in rough portraiture it is true,

but still very distinctly, a marked resemblanse to the likeness of

Washington. It is an amiable, tranquil countenance, yet bearing

an expression of majestic power. The body is l40 feet long,

with hands protruding fifty feet more ; nearly all concealed, how-

ever, by the accumulations of sand. What it was in its unmutil-

lated condition, and when fully exposed to view, is described by

Pliny and others. The monster was cut out of solid rock ; the

face looks out toward the Nile. The height from the crown of

the head to the floor between the paws, is seventy feet. Between
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the pa«-s was n temple wlicre sncrificcs wore performed. From
tills tcmi>lc;i fli;.'lit of four .steps ascended toaplalform

; tlienceati in

dined ])lMne led to ilie top of the rock In front of the Sphinx. These

excavations reipiired not only ])rodi},'ions labor, but j^reat mechan-

ical skill and art ability. One who had earefidly .studied this re

markable monument, wrote that " nothing could he grander than

the appearance of this mysterious creation f'rontinn; the worshipers,

and rising more and more above their heads as they descend the

long lliizbt of steps to lay their offerings at his feet." There is.indeed,

something very sublime it this expression of religious sentiment,

liuan Stanley says of the Sphinx :
" We may well wonder what

it must have bei n when on its head there was the royal helmet of

Kgypt, on its chin the royal heard ; when the stone pavement by

which men approached the Pyramids ran up between its piiws

;

when immediately under its paws an altar stood, from which the

smoke went up into the gigantic nostrils of that nose now vanish-

ed from the face. Its situation and significance are worthy of its

grandeur ; if it was the grand representation of royalty, then it

fitly guards the greatest of roy.al sepulchres ; and, with its half-hu-

man, half-animal form, is the best welcome and the best farewell

to the history and religion of Egypt."

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

"PRINCIPLES, NOT MEN."
Anonymous writers may be " mudflingers," but it has not seem-

ed to me that the mudflingers of the Journal have been the anony-

nia :—Vide last year's siege of Todd, Van Winkle & Co., or, call

it if you will, one " battle of Waterloo !" or, that the anonymous
was because they were ufraid to express their views over their

own signature.

In the first place, our worthy chief says in italics :
" Anony-

vious communications not noticed," so it is to be supposed that he,

knowing the writers, does not permit those a place in the Jour-

nal's columns, whom he may not, if he desires, or necessity de-

mands, hold responsible for the articles.

In the second place, the Journal is for the-promulgation of ideas,

the advancement of every interest pertaining to the fanciers. It

is not dealing with men, but ideas ; so an article is not given to

the public from the man, but the mind. I think it the true wav,

and must confess it one of ray likings in the Journal's manage-

ment.

We all of us are but human, and in spite of our better judgment

do worship at the altar of fame. If an article is signed by a name
that has gained notoriety, or by a name we know, or whose owner
is endeared to us, we are apt to read that first, and but few of us

can read it with a single mind ; an old prejudice will warp our

judgment, or favoritism will make us lenient. If an articleon the

contrary be anonymous, we must be content to seize the idea

and judge of it according to its merit, as we can know nothing of

the writer's practice, profession, or honor.

Let us take for instance this battle for the Standard. If we did

not know a little of the " Ed. P. B's" history, might we not feel

a little dilTerently ? and were " Young Breeder " to write over his

cognomen, would we not have a respect for hisjudgment from the

knowledge we have of his experience and success "i

There is still another thought. The best of us when we are

worsted in an argument are apt, when arguments fail, to fall

back upon personalities, and one leads to another, until what be-

gan in all friendliness, ends in a general recrimination ; all of

which may be pleasant to participants and partisans, but not es-

pecially promotive of the fancier's interests.

And still another thought. Let us suppose that by thought, and
untiring patience, a fancier has originated a breed, or brought them
to the highest perfection. In the pride of his success he wishes

otlwrs to share with him his knowledge. He does not wish alone

that others should see what he has done, but in the true fancier's

spirit, he wishes all to know by what slow steps the success was
attained. lie does not wish it known for personal aggrandize-

ment," an axe to grind ;" " do not believe in him," and the cry is,

but for the profit of others. He tells the world over his own
signature, he has "an axe to grind;" so given is this pusil-

lanimous world to the seeking of motives. So he must sub-

mit to having his motives misjudged, he must keep his success to

himself, or use the anonymous. So I think it is not that the

writer's fear to sign their names, but because they would wish

their views to be commented upon independent of themselves.

I have rea.son to think that sometimes our worthy chief has sup-

pressed the names of the writers of different communications, that

the mind of the reader might not be biased by knowledge of the

writer's previous experience.

1 wish we might all meet in the Journal's columns in a pleas-

antcr spirit, united in a common interest : the gaining of fresh

knowledge, the enlargement of ideas, and the attaining to higher

culture. When we have successes, record them in detail upon our

Journ-al's pages, that others may profit by our cflTorts. In our fail-

ures, not be disheartened, but seek advice and help from those who
have trod the road before, and maybe stumbling over the same
rough places, having found a helping hand, are ready in their turn

to give all the assistance in their power.
Anonymous.

A Natural Fisn Pond.—Rev. Robert Wilson, in the Popular

Science Monthly, describes a natural basin on the " Woodboo "

plantation, about forty miles from Cbarlestown. Walking toward

a clump of tall cypre.sscs, you suddenly find yourself on the brink

of a miniature lake, the ground being firm up to the water's edge.

An irregular basin, about fifty yards long by a dozen wide, is

hollowed out in the blue limestone rock which underlies the soil

but a few inches from the surface, and this is filled to the brim

with opaline yet perfectly clear water. The bottom slopes abruptly

from either side to the middle, where it is fully twelve feet deep,

and there exists an irregular fissure extending the whole length

of the basin, and varying from two to six inches (apparently) in

width. The basin swarms with fish of every variety common to

the waters of the region, and of every size. Schools of fry keep

near the edges, hundreds in number, while in the deep waters may
be seen full-grown perch and bream, catfish, black bass, pike and

alewives. Watch the bottom for awhile, and you will see these

fish issuing from the fissure in the rock, the larger bass (four to

eight pounders) never venturing far from it, and darting into it

at the least alarm. I well remember a pike nearly thrc e feet long,

which I have often struck with a fishing cane, but which I never

could capture. The largest fish will not take the hook, on

account of the exposure to view; but the smaller bream, perch,

and bass bite with great eagerness, and I have often caught from

twenty to sixty in an afternoon, selecting the best fish by sight,

and placing the bait at their very months. Sometimes the basin

is almost empty of fish ; an hour afterwards enough will be visi-

ble to overstock a dozen ponds of cqudl size. By day, eels are

rarely visible, and yoti may stir up all the patches of grass along

the bed without discovering one ; at night they are frequently

caught, the negroes sometimes "gigging" them of the largest

size. The temperature of the water is the same winter and sum-

mer—about 62'^—and the fish bite best in the coldest weather.

A countryman, strolling through New London recently, hand

in hand, with bis rural I'hillis, impatient to visit the circus, ex-

chiimed, on seeing a bunch of bananas suspended in front of one

of the fruit stores :
" I'll be moved if them ain't the biggest beans

I ever seen, Sophrony."
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PodLJP^Y DE[=i^F\JlVlEf!j.

A NEW VARIETY.
To THE En. of the Jodrnal:

In the sprins of 1874, I purch.nscd of a gentleman prominent

in the "Fancy," a sitting of Brown Leghorn eggs, which yiuldcil

me 9 chicks, 3 of which were as "hlack as E^ypt." On asking

for an explanation, tlic Eoutlcnian informed me that he was not

acqnainted with the stock of the sire ; tliat he was an imported

bird, &c., &c. One of the Blacks died and the other two I raised
;

the cockerel had an "uncertain " comb and phiiiiagc, and a dull

disposition, and I sent him to fat. The pullet was a shy, quiet

creature, somewhat larger than her " Brown " sisters, and had a

magnificent crown-comb. She commenced laying early in the

fall, laying 22 eggs in November. (I would give something to

know how many times she laid six eggs, skip a day and then six

more. ) I had her in a yard poorly sheltered from the sun, with

some hens I was not breeding in season of 1875, and one exces-

sively hot day I found her dying at the side of the water-pot. On
opening and examining her, nothing could be discovered amiss.

She contained a large number of embryo eggs.

Three genuine Brown Leghorn pullets—to all appearanco—that

hatched with her, I kept and bred from, mated with a cockerel

bird from a Bonney cock and a Kinney hen. Among the chicks

I noticed some crown-combs, and wrote those to whom I had sold

eggs, offering to exchange if they had any ; but received no reply.

I raised a trio of these Crown-Combs in 1875, and I think all who
have seen them will bear me out in the assertion tliat they are as

unique and handsome as any domestic fowl that scratches Ameri-

can earth. They are plumper than the Brown Leghorn ; as per-

fect in forns as those pictured ; the pullets are of a dark green

shade, penciled throughout, (a gentleman said he should describe

them as green or dark velvet ground,) the comb runs from the

beak tliree or four serrats single and lone, then assumes a higher

and circular form, the serrats appearing like antlers, the cup

spreading out and lying fiat on the heads of the pullets since

tliey commenced laying. They were rather late chicks; com-

menced laying in January, and have kept it up to this time, with-

out any sign of brooding. They have surprised me during the

late dry and exhausting " spell." I have not kept a strict record,

your everlasting "Pencil " is almost always a " Miss Nancy,"t—

but I feel pretty certain the trio have yielded 10 and 12 eggs a

week for several weeks past. I know they have laid 2 a day for

a number of days last past. The eggs are larger than the Brown
Leghorn's, are pure white, and in my exprience they are better

layers than the B. L., and are more docile. The cock is a most

sajjerb figure, resembling the Brown Leghorn in feather more than

tlie pullets ; the comb is large, erect, autlered, and crown or cup ; a

wonderfully abundant hackle, bright golden striped with black
;

neck long and beautifully arched ; breast very full, and penciled

in red, golden, and black down to the shanks; wattles very long

and thin.

Have managed to get four chicks f:iirly started from this trio.

The truthful recital of the haps and mishaps thnragh which they

have come thus far, would equal anything ever related in wicrd

or fairy talc. I positively began to grow sujierstitious over them,

and when the hast hen had finished the 9 I gave her, I wouldn't

have "sot" another with the chance of getting a red crown of

gold from each egg. I carried the load buyers of eggs expect all

of us to carry.

The gentleman I bought the eggs of undoubtedly believed he

was selling the genuine article ; I certainly should not hesitate to

sell eggs sired from a bird bought of a reputable breeder ; al-

though an immense amount of the dissatisfaction at present pre-

vailing is owing to the lireeding birds not having been proved be-

fore being put upon the market. When this is done different

rcsnlls from the present will be seen.

One of the finest pair of Light Brahmas I ever saw exhibited,

the purchaser was forced to discard after examining them tliroiii/li

their slock. If this had been his rule in breeding, it is plain to be

seen that if he affected the poultry interest at all, it would be for

the better ; whereas he has probably injured it, and to an extent

it would be hard to tell.

One of the noblest appearing stock horses that ever appeared at

a fair was owned several years since in Vermont ; all his stock

were defective in the spine, some so bad that they never stood

upon their feet. Yet just such a " rooster " will come from under

Messrs. Fclch & Co's hands so decked out that one is led to be-

lieve he is celebrating the event, Burnham and the rest of 'em is

so certain almost. " By tlieir fruits ye shall know them." When
are we to have a standard that is not a delusion and a snare ?

Bnt what are my Crown-Combs ? Their real manner of breed-

ing I think is past finding out. P. Welsh.

Linden, July 6, 1876.

WILD AND MONGREL GEESE.

The Wild Goose (Branta Canadensis) which we are accustomed

to see on its passage every spring and fall, is as well worthy of do-

mestication as any variety of water fowl that we have upon our

farms. To the great majority of our people they are only known

as they see them in flight. They have never seen them in the

poultry yard, and never enjoyed them as a delicacy upon the ta-

ble. In a few districts their value has been discovered, both for

ornament and for use, and the raising of wild geese has become

a regular and profitable business. They are more generally rais-

ed in Rhode Island, about the shores of Narragansctt Bay, and in

Eastern Connecticut, near the Sound, than in any other district

with which we are acquainted. The bird is thus described by

naturalists :
" The head, two-thirds of the neck, the greater quills,

the rump and tail are pitch black; theback and wings broccoli-brown,

edged with wood-brown ; the base of the neck anteriorly, and the un-

der plumage generally, brownish-gray; a few white feathers are scat-

tered about the eye, and a white cravat of a kidney shape forms a

conspicuous mark on the throat ; upper and under tail coverts,

pure white ; bill and feet black." They do not walk so gracefully

as the common goose, but arc entirely at home on the water, and

are beautiful objects upon any pond or stream in cultivated

grounds. They make a pleasing contrast with white swnns, com-

mon geese, or ducks, upon any lawn or woodland park. To the

farmer they are of chief value for their flesh, and for crossing with

other varieties to r.aise mongrel gece, which are an article of lux-

ury in city markets, and command very high prices. The wild

goose has been so little domesticated that there has been no depart-

ure, in the color of the plumage, or habits, from the original type.

They are strictly monogamous, and the old gander, when mated

with the goose for the season, rarely leaves her, unless it be lor

some former mate, who unexpectedly returns to him. In breeding

the pure birds, it is usual to have not more than two or three pairs

upon the same premises, and if each pair could have a separate
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breeding place, it would be likely to save quarreling among <jan

ilors, and disturbance among the goslings. The breeding birds

are pinioned at the first jointof the wing, to prevent them from fly

ing, an operation is usually performed while they are young

When first brought to a new location, they should be kept in a

pen or hurdle ne:ir the spot where they are to breed. They will

soon become accustomed to their keeper, and if regularly supplied

with food, will give no more trouble than common geese. Abun-

dant feeding, especially during the first season, is essential to the

highest success. The young are strong and hardy, and soon learn

to shift for themselves. The wild birds are not nearly so prolific

as the tame varieties. Each goose lays si.x or seven eggs at the

first litter, and if these are set under other birds, she will lay a

second time. The birds increase in size for several years, and

their weight will depend very much upon the abundance of their

food.

Mongrel Geese, with which the market of large cities are scanti-

ly supplied, are the delight of epicures ; they are a cross of the wild

goose upon some domestic variety. The mongrel goose is usually

larger than either parent, and the flesh is held in the highest es-

teem, either because of its excellent flavor, or of its very high price.

The early birds are most desirable, as they can be marketed in

August at the watering places at the highest price. The wild gan-

der is usually mated with a domestic goose, because she will pro-

duce two or three times as many eggs as a wild goose—thirty and

forty eggs are secured by the skillful pouUryman, and are hatched

under hens or other geese. The young birds are hardy, and easi-

ly raised. They should have a good p;vsture, with a pond or brook,

and be regularly and bountifully fed. The object is to secure ear-

ly maturity, and sell while there is the greatest demand. The
business pays well.

—

Ex.

PiqEOfI DE[=/^f\JlVIEflj.

NON-SITTERS.
Hamburgs and Leghorns are non-sitters—so said—now I would

like to know how they get the name, for I have a Brown Leghorn

now with young chicks
; and a Black Hamburg hen, (from J. Y.

B.,) sitting. How is this? has change of climate anything to do

with it ? I would like to know. Every and all kinds of chickens I

have used are disposed to sit, except pure Houdaus.

Will you or J. Y. B., answer? Johnne Ret.

Pacolett, S. C.

Ostrich Farming—Parties in California have commenced
the work of ostrich farming and the conditions appear to be fa-

vorable for success. A gentleman in the Cape Colony had a stock

of four hens and two cocks, and finding the old birds unreliable

for hatchiiig he devised an incubator which has been used to

great advantage. It consists of a box about three feet square and
holding about twenty-five eggs. This rests upon a copper or zinc

pan, filled with hot water, and has four or five openings, through

which the vapor ascends to the box. The eggs are first kept at a

temperature of 102 degrees, but in four weeks is reduced to 98

degrees. The period of incubation is 42 days, at the end of which

time the eggs are punctured to enable the chicks to break the shell

easily. When hatched they are allowed to run about like ordina-

ry fowls. In natural hatching the average nuniher of birds raised

is eighteen out of twenty eggs ; in artificial, not more than one in

twelve fails. At the last accounts 8.5 birds had been sold, with

280 on hand. The profits of the sale of the feathers of 20 old

birds and their progeny, in four years, amounted to $100,000.

Hard to beat—A boiled egg.

If you're asked to take an egg and won't, is that an-<

reply I

FLYING MATCH.
Editor Fancieks' Journal i

I have come to an arrangement with Mr. John Van Opstal, to

fly three matches for one hundred dollars; the bird winning

two out of the three to win the stakes. Our first race will be on

the 1 .5th from Scranton ; the second from a place between Eastoa

and Lock Haven, and the ihird from Lock Ha^eu. I would have

seen with pleasure some of our Philadelphia friends if they would

have joined us, but did not hear from them yet.

Yours respectfully,

Louis Waefelaer.
HoBOKEN, N. J., July 12th, 1876.

THE HOMING PIGEON.
On the 8th of June, at the Zoological Society's Gardens, London,

Mr. W.B. Tegetmeier gave a very interesting and instructive lec-

ture on homing pigeons. The lecture was illustrated by a num-

ber of maps, charts, pigeon whistles u=ed by the Chinese, several

specimens of homers, blue rocks, dragons, photographs, and many
other appliances connected with the subject.

The lecture commcncrd by stating that near the coast in many
parts of the world, living among the rocks and cliffs, was to be

found the common blue rock dove, the parent of all the races of

domesticated pigeons.* There are only forty specimens of wild

animals capable of domestication, and amongst this number is the

wild blue rock, which is possessed of the faculty of taking long

journeys in pursuit of food, and of then returning home. From this

love of home and their quickness of flight they have lor many
ages been used as messengers both in this and other countries.

The introduction of the telegraph almost entirely superseded their

being used as formerly, especially in this country ; and to the Bel-

gians must be given the credit of breeding the homing pigeon up

to its present high standard of perfection.

In Belgium pigeon racing is now the national sport of the coun-

try ; it is under the patronage of the king, who annually gives the

first prize in the great National Concour. The Belgians have two

papers exclusively devoted to homing orvoyageur pigeons. The
manner in which the Belgians train their birds is very different

to the plan which used to be adopted in this country, when fre-

quently only a single bird was started ; there they commence train-

ing the young birds short distances of five, ten, and twenty miles,

and as they get older and stronger the distances are gradually in-

creased, until they often fly as many as 40U or 500 miles in a day.

The birds are sent in large flat hampers, each capable of contain-

ing about forty birds ; and during the racing season as many as

400 or 500 of these baskets may he occasionally seen at some of

the railway stations in France. After the birds have been entered

in any race they are stamped and placed in the baskets, which are

have both written this, but the origin of the high
t'er been proved. J. U. U.
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all seali'fl and despntched under the care of a properly appointed

attendant or convoyeur, who looks after their wants. On their

arrival at the town from whence the race is to take place, the bas-

kets are carefully inspected by the maire to see that the lead seals

have not been tampered with. The whole are liberated at the

same time, generally between four and five o'clock in the morning.

By this system all the bad birds are lost, only the good ones reach-

ing their homes, and the best of these are used for breeding pur-

poses ; so that for many years an artificial selection of the strong-

est iind best adapted birds for flying purposes has been carried on

in Belgium.

The blue rock is well known from its wildness, but it has not

the power of flight possessed by the homing Antwerps, and it is

more irregular. The feathers of the wing are narrower, and the

whole plumage softer. That of the homer is much harder, the

feathers appearing as if they were glued together ; the wings over-

lapping one another, being broader and shorter, mere length of

wing not conducing to rapid flight. These Belgian homers in

some instances fly at the rate of from forty-five to fifty or even

sixty miles an hour. In the race from the Crystal Palace to Brus

sels the telegram announcing the liberation of ihe birds was re-

ceived in Brussels after the arrival of the first birds. In the long

400 or .^00 mile races from the South of France the birds usually

returned the same day. The longest race on record was from

Rome to Brussels, a distance of 900 miles. Eighty birds were des-

patched, and it was twelve days before any of them returned, only

fourteen ever returning

Mr. Tegetmeier then touched upon the question as to whether it

was by instinct or by sight that the birds were enabled to fly long

distancrife, his own opinion being the birds went by observation.

In support of this view, he stated some years ago he oifered to

give £10 (at that time a very large sum for flyers) for a pair of birds

that would fly eighty miles without having been previously train-

ed, but no one accepted the offer. Other people affirmed birds

would fly by night ; but this was also fallacy ; and it was found in

Belgium the birds never returned after half-past eight at night,

neither would they fly during a fog. Only a few days ago a bird

of his was liberated in Surrey, the day being beautifully fine there,

while in London there was a dense yellow fog, and the bird, not

being able to see any of the objects with which it was familiar,

started otf in another direction, and wns caught the same night on

the lighthouse at Dover. He next explained the various modes in

which pigeons have been utilized ; how, by means of relays of

pigeons, the late Baron Rothschild was able to inform the British

Government of the result of the battle of Waterloo ; how useful

they were in carrying letters into Paris during the time of the siege,

and he gave a very interesting account of the way in which this

was accomplished. The letters were not to exceed twenty words

each, the charge from England was 5d. for each word, and 6d. for

registration ; the letters were opened, copied, printed, and photo-

graphed in a very small space, 200 communications weighing only

one-eight of a grain, the postage on which amounted to £50, so

that one pigeon could carry letters the postage on which amounted

to several thousand pounds. During the siege of Paris sixty-four

balloons came out, containing ninety-one passengers and 900 kilo-

metres of despatches, and 36.3 pigeons; out of that number only

fifty-seven returned. At the present time in Germany all the forts

are provided with flights of pigeons.

Mr. Tegetmeier concluded by stating that he was making some

experiments with pigeons for lightships, to be used in cases of

wrecks, as recently happened to the Deutschland ; the birds to be

started from the lightship announcing to those on shore any acci-

dent which might happen at sea. It appears that some of these

lightships are only visited once a month, and to keep birds in close

confinement for so long wouldnearly incapacitate them for flying;

but to prevent this as much as possible, large cages were to be

made in which they could fly, and by stamping their wings with

different letters, according to the recognized code of signals, the de-

sired information would be conveyed to those on shore, and to make

the birds conveying messages.more easily discernible, they might

be dyed any required color by means of aniline dyes.

I JEIWS.

Ballet girl and geese are the animals that can stand the longest

on one leg.

When a chicken has the toothache she always expects a chicken

will come to pullet.

Cattle are dumb beasts, but by getting together in large numbers

they make themselves herd.

"A white beerded Tumbler," remarked a friend of mine as he

drank down a glass of beer. Terr.e Filius.

Pass along your hot weather items. It is so hot in Iowa City

that the cat fish come out under the trees and fan themselves with

their tails.

Two irate cooks of New Orleans threw eggs at a policeman who

endeavored to separate them, until he strongly resembled an omelet,

and appeared disgusted in the egg stream.

A wit was dreadfully bored by a stupid fellow who persisted in

talking to him on natural history. "There's the oyster," at last

Kaid the bore ; "what's your notion as to the idea that the oyster

is possessed of reason V "1 think it may be true," said the wit,

"because the oyster knows enough to shut its mouth."

Somebody, who considers fishing a scaly business, thus apos-

trophizes the finny tribe :

And when an angler for his dish,

Through gluttony's vile sin.

Attempts— the wretch !—to pull thee out,

He.aven give thee strength, thou little trout,

To pull the rascal in !

He came from the country seven years ago, and is now a well-

to-do merchant. Last week he wrote to the old folks, telling

them he had married a lady with a very fine voice—a "mezzo-

soprano of quite extraordinary compass." Yesterday he received

an answer from the maternal side of the house, informing him that

his lamented aunt was atTlicted with something of that sort dur-

ing her life, but had always found relief in placing a mustard

plaster on the sole of each foot, and drinking a pint of dandelion tea.

There came to visit the poet Longfellow an Englishman who,

like Sir Charles Coldstream, had "traveled everywhere, seen every-

thing, and done everything," and yet was terribly ennuied. "Haw !

yes, Mr. Longfellow, thought I ought to see the great American

poet, 'n' sent in ma card." The poet asked the visitor to be seated,

when he resumed: "Yes, see Mr. Longfellow ; I've been great

traveller, Sir ; been all over the Continent, been to Iceland, Sweden,

Norway." "Indeed ;
you must have found much to interest you ?"

"Well, something, but it's getting to be .an awful bwar. I've just

come from Egypt ; old country—antiquities, you know." "Yes,"

replied the poet, "many interesting remains of past ages." "Ah,

yes just so, exactly; heaps of old ruins. Ilikeruins. Nowevery-

thing's new in America, you know—can't find any old ruins so

thought I'd come an' see you."

The Eureka (Nev.) Sentinel of May 10th says : Capt. Roach,

the Deputy Assessor, don't fool much with the Chinese in the

matter of assessing them for real and personal property. When

he goes into a store and sees a stock of goods therein, and the

owner greets him with a smile "childlike and bland," saying :

"Me no sabe sesse, no sabe store, no got a bloberty, no Chinaman
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keepee store," the Captain does not get into a rnge, but looks

around for what can be construed as personal property ; then he hies

himself to Main street, jirocures a dray and is soon loading it up

with goods from the store that no one owns, and sends it away

to the auctioneer for sale. Cliarlie Ah Kow was thus treated

yesterday, and bets were even that when the dray was loaded

Cliarlie would fork over the money ; hut he didn't, and only said
;

"I don't care, me go see 'um lawyer."

An Elysium for Lazy Men.—A North Carolina letter says;

Well, we are lazy in Norfolk, that's a fact. But there is no need

of working here. If a msn has energy enough to dig a worm he

can take a pinhook and sit down on the wliarf and catch fish

enough in one day to last him two. If he is too lazy to dig a

worm he can tie a piece of flannel rag on a string and catch enough

crabs to last him a day or two, and if he is too lazy to tie a piece of

flannel to a string he lays down on his back on the sand at ebb

tide, opens his mouth, and when the tide comes in the crabs run

into it. What need is there of work in a country for which nature

has done so much ?

New Food fok Silk Worms.—Californians interested in the

silkworm business are very much gratified with the result of some

experiments in Wiirtenlierg, which seems to prove that these use-

ful creatures thrive as well on letiuce as on famous mulberry leaves.

The great drawback to the successful culture of silk in California

has been the lack of food for the worms. If time juslifles the de-

cision that lettuce will serve as good a purpose as mulberry trees,

then there will be no reason why that State should not count its

silk crop as one of its most valuable products. The experiments

made on this lettnce diet, accidental at first and then purposely,

seemed to show that if the lettuce leaves were perfectly freed from

moisture, they were as eagerly eaten by the young brood of worms,

and the resulting cocoons were of as good quality, as those fed on

the traditional diet.

A SmallBoy's Essay on Tobacco.—Tobaco stores are mostly

kept by wooden Injuns, who stand at the door and try to fool

little boys by offering them a bunch of cigars, which is glued in

the Injun's hands, and is made of wood also. Hogs do not like

tobacco ; neither do I. I tried to smoke a cigar once and it made

me feel like epsom salts. Tobacco was invented by a man named

Walter Raleigh. When the people first saw him smoking they

thought he was a steamboat, and as they never saw a steamboat

they were frightened. My sister Nancy is a girl. I don't know

whether she likes tobacco or not. There is a young man named

LoRoy who comes to see her. He was standing on the steps one

night, with a cigar in his mouth, and he said he didn't know as she

would like it, and she said, "LeRoy, the perfume is agreeable."

But when my big brother Tom lighted his pipe, Nancy said, "Get

out of the house you horrid creature ; the smell of tobacco makes

me sick."

A Monkey's Memory.—A few months ago, says a foreign

paper, a lady who is well known in the French fasliionable world

happened to see in the streets of London a monkey begging

pence from the public in the prettiest manner for the benefit of

his master, an organ grindur. The marquise took a fancy to it,

bought it, dressed it in the gaudiest of raiment, and made it a pet.

The lady the other day had in Paris a fashionable reception,

and of course he was the wonder of the room. In the course of

the evening a young lady sat down at the piano, and accompany

ing herself, sang with exquisite taste a little drawing room song.

As soon as the lady had finished, the monkey, who though now
partially civilized, had not forgotten his former duties, seeing

someihing near him that reminded hira of his old occupation,

seized it and transferred it into a temporary hat and commenced

a collection. The vocalist laughed, the marquise looked vexed

;

but to the amusement of everybody, the animal went the rounds

and collected a large sum. His task ended he jumped upon the

knee of the singer, amid shouts of laughter, and deposited the

contents of his hat in the lady's lap. The collection was devoted

to a charitable fund.

Piety and Goose.—A correspondent of the Cincinnati Com-
merciid is responsible for this yarn :

I recently heard this amusing story of a very "pious" old

colored woman, who was cook for the gentleman to whom she

formerly belonged. During a "big meetin " in her church. Aunt
Sally appropriated one of her employer's geese, and had it nicely

roasted for the preacher and some of his invited guests. The
gentleman of the house discovered the theft, but said nothing

about it until the next day, when he called up Aunt Sally to give

her a lecture about it. In the course of the conversation he

said :

" I did not care about the goose ; I would cheerfully have given

yon that if you had asked me for it ; but I am mortified that you

should have stolen it, and that you should have feasted your

preacher on stolen meat, and have afterward gone to church to

shout as loud as ever."

The old woman indignantly replied :

" Well, you say you wud hab gub me de goose ! What de use,

den, to make such a fuss about it ? And as fur my stayin' away
from church on dat account, do you s'pose I'se gwine to neglect

my blessed Jesus for one old goose ?"

Feeding Hens.—On a second return home, I found a second

complaint from the best read poultry man in these parts—who had

charge of my hens— that they had made poor I'eturns for the care

given them. I found reasons enough in the fact that they had

not been watered. "Why, I never water mine!" exclained my
model poultry grower. Faithful biddies ! No wonder they wel-

comed their mistress, and flew straight to the watering trough.

No wonder, after pining for shells, that they risked their necks in

the attempt to get them, as they were being pounded up. It does

one's heart good to sceihem crowd around for their hot wheat bran,

stirred either with scraps or wetted with skim milk, and partly

baked in the oven. On the fourth day, they rose up to sixteen

eggs from seventeen hens; after this last cold wave passed over us,

from seven to ten eggs—whereas they were reported as having laid

from one to five daily. I have reason to know that water helped

more than any other one thing. If, next to fresh meat, there is

anything I enjoy giving the hens, it is clear water ; also a hot bran

mash made in the "pot liquor" saved from a boiled dinner; potato

parings can be saved to boil tender before adding their bran for

their morning dish. The Country Gentleman taught me to bake

all feed for my young chickens. I have never had a case of gapes

since.

—

Mrs. Farmer, in Country Gentleman.

Ventriloqhism Easily Learned.—According to a writer

in the Chicago Advocate, the ventriloquist's art is as easily learn-

ed as falling off a log. He maintains that there is no difficulty

in acquiring the power. In the first place, he says, speak any

word or sentence in your own natural tone, then open your mouth

and fix your jaws fast, as though trying to hinder any one from

opening them further or shutting them, draw the tongue back in

a ball, speak the same word, and the sound, instead of being

formed in the mouth, will be formed in the pharynx. Great at-

tention must be paid to holding the jaws rigid. The sound will

then be found to imitate a voice from the other side of the door

when it is closed, or under a floor, or through a wall. To imitate

a sound behind a door partly open, the voice must not be altered

from the original note or pitch, but be made in another part of

the mouth. This is done by closing the lips tight, and drawing

one corner of the mouth downwards or towards the ear. Then

let the lips open at the corner only, the other part to remain
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closed. Next breathe, as it were, the words out of the orifice

formed. Do not speak the words distinctly, but expel the breath

in short puffs at each word, and as loud as possible. By so doing

you produce the illusion in the minds of your listeners that they

hear the same voice which they heard when the door was closed,

but more distinctly and nearer on account of the door being open.

The lips must always be use 1 when the ventriloquist wishes it to

appear that the sound comes through an obstacle, but from some

one close at hand.

MIRAGES IN COLORADO.

A correspondent of the Denver News writes, " During our rides

among the farmers and stockmen indifferent sections of Saguache

and San Luis valleys, we have several times been treated to un-

equalled views of those most wonderful of landscape plienomena

—

mirage. On one occasion, a bright, cool morning, while on the

opposite side of the valley from Saguache, and eigliteen miles dis-

tant, we saw distinctly outlined, between the hills in the neighbor-

hood of the town mentioned, the broad, unruffled surface of a lake.

So perfect was the illusion, and so wonderfully transparent, that

even at the great distance named we could plainly distinguish two

prominent buildings upon the rooky shore opposite, and their full

outlines distinctly mirrored in the translucent depths. Other ob-

iects overhanging the bright bosom of the lake cast shadows benealh

which were as perfect and plain to the naked eye as though we

were within a stone's throw of the spot. And another time bunches

of hay-stacks and strings of fences seemed suspended in mid air

at a distance of two or three miles. Beneath them could be seen

the sharply-outlined horizon, and above the bluest of ether alone

filled space. 'An unconscious journey to dreamland,' some in-

credulous reader may exclaim, but such a one can see enough in a

week's visit here at this season to convince him of a queer reality

The experience of a prominent ranchman in the upper end of the

valley, though of a different nature, is quite remarkable and apro

pos here. He was out hunting cattle a short time ago, and was sud

denly enveloped in a severe rain-storm, with the wind blowing di-

rectly toward him. He rode in this manner for quite a distance,

when the rain turned to snow, and the current of the air as brisk

as before, with the wind still in its original direction. Then, in

again proceeding on his way, he was afforded any amount of food

for speculation by the storm of snow still persisting in its travel

toward that of the rain. Believing the gentleman to be thoroughly

reliable, I give this for what it is worth, and if one scientist be in

flueneed to rack his brain in regard to the whys and wherefores of

the singular freak of the storm-king, a worthy object will have been

attained.

ORNAMENTAL FEATHERS.
" Fine feathers make fine birds," says the proverb. Tes, that

is true, but it requires much labor and skill to make the feathers

so fine that the " birds" will desire to wear them. Few who jaun-

tily wear an ornamental feather realize how deftly the hands of

women have worked to give to it the graceful curve of beauty.

In Vienna, Austria, about two hundred and forty women and ap-

prentices are employed in the manufacture of ornamental feathers.

The following account of the method is taken from an English

journal :

The coloring is done by men, the other process mostly by wom-
en. African ostrich feathers are most usually manufactured

These are white, black, gray and dapple, and are classified accord-

ing to quality, as " prima," "secunda," &c. Other feathers fre-

quently worked are those of the white heron, bird of paradise and

maraboo (there are genuine maraboo feathers and false). The
white prima ostrich feather is the finest of all.

The feather is cleaned first by a cold soap bath, well washed twice

or thrice, and then put into warm soap baths, afterwards well

washed in cold water, tlien blued a little, pressed, and swung to

and fro iu the air until the hairs have spread and the feather is

quite dry.

Next, with a small sharp knife, the strong rib at the back is cut

away. The feather lo-ses its stiffness, and acquires pliability.

With small feathers this is attained by scraping the rib with glass.

Then the hairs on each side of the rib are made to curl iu, with a

blunt knife, and the requisite uniformity of shape is given them by

combing them over a slightly-warmed iron.

Ne-xt, in order to hide the rib, the worker with a blunt knife

twists here and there some hairs of the feather spirally over the

rib until it is completely concealed by them. The feather is then

threaded with a wire, folded in paper, and so completed.

The .same process is followed with gray and black ostrich feath-

ers, except that the gray are generally, and the black always

colored. White feathers are only colored for some particular fash-

ion of color, as blue, rose, violet, &c.

If the hair on a featlier is not dense enough, or the feather is

defective, then two or three feathers are sewn together and curled.

This is done with both short and long feathers.

Long feathers are called "leaf feathers," "Amazons ;" short

feathers, generally three of a bundle, are called 'panache." Sin-

gle and sewn feathers are distinguished in both.

The hair of the ostrich feather is also much used for the manu-

ficture of fancy feathers ; cockades, fringes, &c., are made of these.

The feathers are twined by a machine, and then joined to the hairs

of other feathers. These combinations are called "pleureusea,"

and pieces of ostrich feather are sewn together to a length of some

ells, aud called " bordures," and are used to decorate dresses.

There is an American ostrich feather called "vulture," which is

worked like the African, but is inferior to it in quality. Tempt-

ing white feathers, called maraboo, are much worked. They are

used for fancy feathers, the points of small white or colored pig-

eon feathers, and very small fragments of silk and the like are

joined onto them. " Bordures," for ball dresses, .ire made of them.

It is evident, from this account, that "to show the white feather"

is a process which entails some trouble and expense.

Editor of Fanciers' Journal
;

Sir :—Had I been aware that Tennyson had taken out a " pat-

ent right" for a.\\ the Brooks in creation, and that Wm. Gardner

Barton as agent had assumed the responsibility, I should certain-

ly have hesitated before infringing on so sacred a right, notwith-

standing the prior claim of Robert Burns and others
;
however,

as the past cannot be recalled, and as Wm. Gardner Barton for-

merly of 88 Bridge street, thinks my small stream "would look

well" beside Tennyson's large brook, " of course," I submit to his

superior judgment. But,

It's strange, says Swift, and so say I,

The smallest scribbler cannot try

His hiind at verse or prose.

But what some upstart critic will

Like carrion-crow thrust in his bill.

And meanly interpose.

Although the puny scribbler's theme
Is nothing but a mountain stream,

Mill-pond or shady nook,

The would-be critic is surprised.

And swears the stream is plagiarized

From some one else's brook.

And then on mischief fully bent,

He madly rushes into print.

And loudly blows his horn.

Proclaiming lo his friends around,
Behold a haro who has ground

Up a whole Peppercorn.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJYT.
WE PLEAD GUILTY

For any delinquency in getting out The Journal this week

—

With our editor absent—and the mercury denoting 100 degrees

and upwards, a great part of the time, we crave a little indul-

gence for the delay, and really think it may be our due. It may

seem to some who patiently wait each week for the appearance of

The JoiiKNAL, that it is a very easy and trifling matter to issue

a Weekly devoted to the specialties of Poultry and Pet-Stock, but

to those who know a tithe of the labor to be performed in getting

out a large edition each week in the style and shape of The
Fanciees' Journal, it presents a very different aspect.

WITH THIS NUMBER (27)

We enter upon the last half of the third year of the Fanciers'

Journal. We look over the past two and a lialf years spent in

hard work, in placing before the Fanciers of this country a

Weekly Journal devoted to their interests—with feelings of pleas-

ure and pride. We realize that The Journal must continue to

grow, that its scope is wide enough, its field large, its duty plain,

and that in the future, as in the past, its giowth will be gradual

and brought about by hard and persistent labor. We shall en-

eavor to do our whole duty, with " Malice toward none—with

charity for all."

Mrs. Southworth's new story, Ishmael ; or, In the Depths,

has passed to the eighth edition, and its sequel, Self-Raised; or,

From the Depths, is already in the sw(A edition. Mrs. Southworth

is, without doubt, one of the most popular American writers of

fiction, and her books are always in demand, and command a

large sale. T. B. Peterson & Brothers publish a fine new edition

of silver works, numbering forty-one volumes in all, in uniform

style with " Ishmael," and " Self-Raised."

CoF^I^ESfO[*lDEflCE.

information wanted.

Do any readers of the Fancikrs' Journal receive the Poultry-

man's Advertiser oi New Albany, Ind., given by Goodbnb & Kraft?

If so, will some one please answer through the columns of the

Journal.

In last April I sent the amount asked for subscription, and the

week following 2.5 cents for an advertisement in exchange column.

I have never heard anything from, nor received the Advertiser.

Is it a humbug? Can some one explain, so that no others may

be humbugged, and oblige. Yours truly,

J. A. Landenslager.
Pillow, Pa.

importation.

Wakren, Mass., July 13th, 1876.

Dear Sir :

—

I have to-day received from J. C- Cooper, Cooper Hill, Limer-

ick, Ireland, two magnificent pairs Yellow Duckwing Games.

One pair won cap and first prize at Cork. They came on steam-

ship City of Chester, in fine health and condition.

Yours very truly,

Charles S. Lincoln.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

PSYCHE.

(To the Greeks Psyche was a butterfly and was also the soul.)

I spoke last evening to a doubting lady,

Of the moth Luna, of its size and beauty
;

" Find me this wonder in some woodland shady,"

She said ; and I went forth unto my duty.

Yet had her light behest passed from mo wholly.

When sauntering townward through a forest way,

I saw upon a shrub that blossomed lowly.

The lovely Luna in her green array.

Like some sweet soul but newly passed the portal.

Her early chrysalis she had disdained.

And with the impulse of a thing immortal.

She strove to use the wings she had attained.

But may be new-born spirits lack the power
Of flight at once, within that better sphere.

Nor can they free themselves within the hour

From things that bind them to existence here.

" 'Tis Psyche ! 'tis the Soul !" I said, " Eureka

!

It is a spirit from the shadowy land.

That doubting lady, I'll arise and seek her,

That she may be convinced and understand."

I went ; she saw, and at it marvelled duly,

Nor wonders now at my triumphant praise
;

She frankly owns that I had spoken truly.

And God is great in His mysterious ways.

June, 1876. W. Whitman Bailey.

—A fish dealer iu the Fulton market, New York, was arrestedfor

the alleged inhuman treatment of thirty-nine turtles. The. ar-

rested asserted that turtles were insensible to pain ; and that they

suffered less on their backs, dry shod, than they would were they

free to crawl about in tanks of water. Prof. Agassiz has said,

that turtles are the most sensitive of animals.

—Geese killed by Lightning.—A flash of lightning was

seen to strike a flock of wiid geese at St. Louis the other day,

and one of them fell to the ground. On being picked up the

goose Avas found to have a scarred and burnt hole extending

from the back down through the body, there being no question

but that the electric bolt passed through the flying bird. The
feathers were somewhat singed.

—Deer Horns.—A friend just returned from a visit to his

farm in the mountains, informs me that he saw while there, the

head of a buck having three perfectly developed horns— two being

on the right ^ide, and all of equal size and beauty. During nu-

merous hunting cxpe<litions to the Alleghanics I have .-iecn the

horns of many deer—all differing from each other, but never any-
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thin^'likl' tliia. At the beginning' of winter the bucks engasc in

furious fiiinl)nts, and sometimes the tines Ijecome so iniricately en-

tan^fleil tliat tlie aniuials are luialile to release lliemsolvcs, and die

a linj:.'riiiK d.'atli Inun starvation, or fall iin easy prey to the Puma.

'I'heliurns are slied annually, ami during early summer are " in

the vflvi't," being soft, easily injured, and covered with hair; later

iu the si'ason they harden, and every vearafter the first, a new line

is added, so that the age of a buck niay be readdy known. Fe-

males are sometimes seen wiih horns like tliose of the male.

J. M. McCann.

—History OF Mdles.—Mr. Anthony Kilgore, in the National

Livestock Journal, gives the following interesting history of jacks

and mules in the United States:

The lirst pure-blooded Catalan jack ever brought to Kentucky

was in 1K32, by the Hon. Henry Clay. His sire and dam had

been imported from Spain iuto Maryland, where Maninoth \Var

to bo no occasion for it, the son is severely chastised, as a warning
not again to disturb the repose of his parent without a cause.

J. M. McCann.
—The Scohpions op Egypt—That indefatigable naturalist,

Mr. Frank Buckland, has reiently published ihe following account

of a fight between a mouse and a scorpion, the illustration (repre-

senting the thick of the combat) having been drawn on the spot

by a spectator :

"In February, 1868, 1 received abox by post containing twolive

scorpions, kindly presented to me by my friend, the late lamented

J. Keast Lord, who had caught them under a stone at Heliopolis,

in Egypt. Wishing to test the power of the scorpion's sting, I

got a glass globe and turned in one of the scorpions. A mouse
having been caught in the trap, I thought I might jnst as well let

scorpion try his powers upon it as the cat. I therefore shookthe

-- ''^® mouse into the glass with the scorpion. The scorjiion, an

i-'ior" wasfoal'ed.''"Warnor, as he was cailcii, was fifteen hands high, |
average-sized one, immediately resisted the affront ; and the mouse,

and young when imported from

Maryland. Kentucky, at that time,

had no jennets but mongrels, most-

ly a light shade of blue, with gray,

liuff, and grizzly hair, nearly as

stiff as hog bristles, generally with

a colored stripe across the should-

ers and down the back, ewe necked,

Hat in the rib, low carriage and
heavy-headed, entirely destitute of

any good quality except hardihood
aud ability to get a living where
any other animal save a goat would
have starved to ilcaih. With such
jennets began tlie first effort to im-

jirove the race in Kentucky, and to

Warrior they flocked in droves. He
seemed to cross advantageously
with them, just as the Cashmere
goat crosses off the common hairy

goat. His progeny seemetl rapicl-

ly to lose the leading traits of their

dams, and to inherit in a remark-
able degree the color and outward
characteristics of their .sire. Four
years thereafter. Dr. Uavis, of

South Carolina, imported direct

from Spain the second pure jack,

Maumoth by name, sixteen hands
high, and of great weight to his

height. To Manmoth was bred the

young Warrior jennets, then just

maturing, this making the second cross of pure-blood ; and upon
these two crossed rest to-day the breeding of the race of jacks

known throughout the United States as the Kentucky jack. It

will thus readily be seen that Kentucky owes her position and
character as a mule and jack breeding State to this direct infusion

of Catalan blood. In fact I risk nothing when I attest that no
jack in America has acquired celebrity as a mule-breeder unless

more or less partaking of Catalan blood, and that there is not one
large, smooth, active mule on the continent, not indebted to the

same infusion of this potent and powerful blood.

—

Slate Register.

—The royal striped Ichthyopthalraite, on exhibition in the

Agricultural building at the Centennial, was severely bitten by
the wild Psittacoglossum of Borneo yesterday, and in endeavoring
to separate them the keeper struck the gray-nosed Angoimonos-
pormous on the head with an iron bar, in^tantly killing it. The
Acanthopterygious has been sold, because it is so difficult for the
Commissioners to obtain the Hypotracheliums, which consti-

tutes its only food."

—

Iowa Hawkeye.
Clear as mud ! and so true !

—"The Two Dogs."—A neighbor and relative of mine—

a

breeder of fancy sheep, has two dogs ; a cross between the bull

and the greyliound—large, fleet and fierce, and filled with a con-
suming hatred of the whole canine race. Let them only hear the
yelp of a cur anywhere upon the farm, its doom is sealed, belt
large or small, male or female it matters little, it is hunted as a
pack of beagles would a hare. Dogs may pass along the highway
with impunity, let them cross the fence into the field, and they will

taste of South Down mutton—nevermore. 'I'rained'to this sport
from an early age, it seems to afford them all the delight to destroy
their brothers, that it does an English fox hound to be "in at the
death" of his cousin Reynard. One sleeps at the house, the other
at the barn, if during the night the younger one gives the alarm.
the other goes immediately to ascertain the cause—if there seems ' would find bira.

who had never evidently seen a scorpion before, did not know
whether he was his friend or his enemy. Not liking the continu-

ed jumpings of the mouse, the scor|iion twisted and began brand-

ishing about his sting. The mouse shortly crossed bis path.

The scorpion instantly lunged his sting into him. This challenge

woke np the mouse, who began to jump up and down like a j.ick

in the box. When he became quiet, the scorpion again attackeil

the enemy, with his cla.vs extended like the pictures of the scor-

pion in the zodiac. He made another shot at the mouse, but
missed him. I then called 'Time !' to give both combatants a

rest. When the mouse had got his wind, I stirred up the scor-

pion once more, and, as 'the fancy' say, 'he came up smiling.'

The mouse during the interval had evidently made np his mind
that he would have to fight, and not strike his colors to a scorpion

as he would to a cat. AVhen, therefore, the scorpion came within

range, the mouse gave a squeak and bit him on the back ; the

scorpion at the same moment planted his sting well between the

mouse's ears on the top of his head (see engraving). The scorpion

then tried to retreat, but could not, for one claw had got entan-

gled in the fur of the mouse. The mouse and scorpion then

closed, and rolled over each other like two cats fighting, the scor-

pion continually stabbing the mouse with his sting, his tail going
with the velocity of a needle in a sewing machine. When the

scorpion got tired, the mouse got hold of his tail with his teeth

and gave it a sharp nip. The mouse seized the opportunity, and
immediately bit off two of the scorpion's side legs. He then

retired, and began to wash his face. I had expected, of course,

that the poison of the scorpion would have killed the mouse, but

he didn't seem a bit the worse for it. When 1 examined him the

next morning, he was quite lively and well ;and had nearly eaten

up the whole of the scorpion for his breakfiist. Of course 1 re-

warded the mouse for his plucky conduct by giving him some milk,

and by letting him go in a place where it was riot likely the cat
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"Scorpions are inhabitants of hot climates ; they live amonn;
stones, lop^s of wood, etc. , in siicli phices, in fact, as those inhab-

ited in Enfjhmd by wood lice aii'l centipedes, etc. They are said

to attain the length of twelve inclii's in Batavia ; and alonfr the

Gold Coast, I have heard (hut hardly believe it) they are found as

hi;^' as a i^oud sized lobster ; the i^eneral size is about three inches

]ou<;. It not unfrequently hapijens that scorpions are brought to

England in timber, ships, etc. , and I have seen more than one
scorpion thus brought over."

—

Scieidljic American.

—Lichens.—Plow, I wonder, does the Florida moss differ from
the growth that makes picturesque every live-oak in California !

sometimes tiny handfuls cling to the branches, sometimes long
garlands that the passer by can grasp in passing, are pendant.

In summer they are dry, crisp and elastic, returning to their

shape though you crush them in your hand, but in winter, when
rain soaked and opened by the breeze, they are like great sails some
coarse in texture, others lacclike fronds, pendent from a apothecia

covered coriaceous base. Is it a growth of the same species that

covers the southern and western exposure of every tree, unpainted
house, fence and rock ? Sometimes a clump of delicate tissues,

sometimes an oval patch of light grayish green coriaceous mem-
brane, sometimes a circle of green or black or brown or yellow,

that placed in the water expands into a moss-like beauty.

Nothing in California has interested me more than these, that

I have called, ignorantly I suppose, lichens. Will some correct

me if I have named them incorrectlj?

—

Pacific.

—Teaching Bihds to Sin& Tunes.—This is done in the

town of Fulda, where they keep regular educational institutions

forbull-fiuches. They place the yo\mg birds into classes of six to

ten each, and keep them in the dark, turning a little hand-organ
for them when the)' are fed. Finally, the birds commence to asso-

ciate the music with the feeding, and when hungry they com-
mence to sing a few notes of the tune they hear daily. Those
who do this are at once placed in a more cheerful room, when
light is admitted. This encourages them, and makes them more
liveh'. Then they like to sing, and are taught more. The most
difficult part is the first starting of the birds, some of which have
to be kept a long time in the dark, and on starvation rations, be-

fore their obstinacy is overcome. In order to teach them several

tunes they receive (after being first taught in classes) private instruc-

tion from the little boys of Fnliia, each of whom has a few private

pupils of this sort Their education lasts nine months, when it is

completed, and the birds .sent into the world as accomplished per-

formers. The principal markets are London, Paris and New York.
They are valui;d in Europe at S20 for every tune they sing, so

one who can sing three tunes costs $60. In New York they bring

even more than that.

—IIeply to Mr. M'Cann's Queries.—Though not a "New
England" reader of The Journal, I think 1 can offer some sug-

gestions, which may enable your correspondent Mr. M'Cann, to

solve the mystery concerning the "Mysterious sounds" which per-

plexed M r. "Gosse, the Author of the "Romance of Natural Histo-

ry." The Acadian owl or sparrow owl, in Massachusetts called the

saw-whet owl, is, with perhaps one exception, the most diminutive

member of that class of biiils, so far as our knowledge extends.

It measures but six inches in length, and about eighteen inches

in spread of wings. It affects the solitude of pine forests, is

nocturnal in its habits, scarce ever moving in the day unless dis-

turbed, but all life and activity after dark, when it seeks its food.

It generally builds its nest half way up a pine tree and lays two
eggs. This bird is often heard, but seldom seen. It is well known
in Europe, and is there known as the Tengmalnis owl, or the Death
owl—deriving this latter appellation from the tn'adition, which
says that "when an Indian hears one of these birds uttering its

melancholy cry, he whistles towards the spot from whence the

sound proceeded, and if the bird does not answer him he expects

a speedy death. How the English (for Mr. Wood is my author-

ity) came in possession of this tradition to ourexclusion, Icannot
say. I have never hesTrd this bird, but have conversed with those

who have, and am fully satisfied that it is the jjroprietor of the

sounds which so perplexed Mr. Gosse. A friend of mine, an experi-

enced ornithologist and taxidermist, and who for the past fifteen

years has spent the greater part of his time among tlie birds, was
unable during that period of securing a single specimen. The
winter before last, being very severe, a number of them made their

apjiearauce in this vicinity. I was fortunate enough to secure the

first specimen tlie same winter, and the following spring fiveor six

other specimens were obtained by different persons, all of which
arc now preserved in the Academy of Natural Sciences of Allen-

town, where Mr. M'Cann can see them any day, but where he

cannot hear them. E. J. More.

SjWy^LL PeJ DEf=;^F\JJVIE{J"J"

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER. .

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
PhiladBlphla, for the week ending July 3a, 1876.

1 Green Monkey
(
Cercopithecus cctllitrichus)

.

1 White-throated Capuchin (Cebres hypoleiicus).

1 Himalayan Bear ({7rs»s (i'SetanMs).

1 Black Iguana [Metopoceros cornutus).

1 Albino S<iuirrcl {Sciuruscarolinensis). Purchased.

2 Wild Geese (Branta canadensis). Presented by Maxwell's
Point Ducking Club.

Akthor E. Brown, Gen. Sup't.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PETS AND THE FATE OF SOME OF THEM.
BY HnON.

No. 4. The Pet Cat {Felis domcstica).

"Over tlie heart in tlie jears that have flown,
No love like mother's love, ever was shown."

Old Song.

About the pet cat there hangs a great many tales ; indeed ilicre

is no end to them nor of them. All of the wild ones are made
pets of in the Zoological Gardens and menagerie, and all the do-

mestic ones are the pets of the household from the cat of old Egypt
(Felis maculala) to the Manx cats without tails, the Kilkenny cats

about which there is a great tale, the Angora or Angola cats with

their long, silky hair, down to Tortoise-shell tabby, and lead-col-

ored Malteasor.

There seems to he no animal which asks so much of human sym-

pathy as thecal—none more capable of giving sympathy in return,

nor one more treacherous or ungrateful. On a cat of the two

former qualities and the non-belief in the latter, there seems to he

no quadruped so well adapted for being a pet of the ladies, to

which persuasion of humanity they generally fall. A friend who
heaixl I was under exercise of mind about the " fate of pets" has

imparled to me the following tale of a cat with its catastrophe,

which tale I hope will not prove too long for Fancier's readers, for

fear of which however I have cur-tailed said tale as much as jjos-

sible.

Once upon a time in a ceitain household there was a pet cat who

was the mother of one kitten, and both mother and child were very

beautiful. Like Jeptha, Judge of Israel, this one daughter pussy

dearly loved, and never was mother cat so well pleased in all cat

land, than when some one was noticing her little one.

When kitty grew old enough both it and its mother were allow-

ed the use of the parlor, where a nice little mat was spread fur their

especial use. One day mother cat had an idea that kitiy was old

enough to have a change of diet, and having made up her mind as

to what would he best for her darling she wont forth in search of

it. She soon returned with the head of a young chicken, which

cook had just chopped off'iu the kitchen, and this the mother laid

down close by kitty's mat, and then withdrew a short distance to

watch the result.

Kitty was too young and tender however, to be thus tempted
;

still preferring the " milky way " she remained passive on the mat.

The mother waited awhile, when thinking perhaps the young

lady was bashful and therefore would not make her first attempt

on carnivorous food in her presence, left the room. All this hail

been obscrve'd by Tabby's mistress, who closed the door upon that

worthy feline, and at once threw the chicken-head out of the win-

dow, and gave kitty in lieu thereof a nice saucer of bread and milk

which was at once devoured. When the mother wasagaiu udniii-

ted to the room, seeing no remains of the head she concluded that
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it had been eaten, especially as kitty was full of play ; so a game

of romps or liiile and seek was started, and for a time " all went

merry as a marriage bell."

Two days after motlier cat was fortunate enough to capture an-

other ehickun-head which she as before took to kitty, with the same

results however, that is, her leaving the room, the easting out of

the chicken-head, and the substitution of bread and milk; nothing

of which however was dreamed of in the mother's philosophy. In

due time kitty learned to eat, and then— ! woe is me fur the poor

mother—she was to be sent from home and in accordance with a

promise, made before her birth, she was given away to a friend

who wanted a pet, and who lived a considerable distance off. Her

departure took place during a temporary absence of her parent,

wlio upon her return immediately noticed the vacant mat whereon

her darling was wont to repose, but whose lithe form with its silky

coat was to rest thereon no more ! She must have thought that

kitty was playing her a trick as she at once hid herself behind the

end of a sofa thinking thus to draw her out! But no kitty came

fiirtli, and after vainly waiting she became uneasy and ran up to

the mat as though it were to make a personal inspection. She

seemed to know that the mat was cold] then kitty must have been

gone some time. Now she was evidently excited, running to every

hole and corner of the room and even into the entries loading to

it. Finally she ran in despair, it would seem, to two of the house-

hnld who were watching her motions, and looking tliem in the face,

first one and then the other, she moaned and moaned most pite-

ously, saying as clearly as a cat can say—" give me back my child,

(_)h ! give kitty back to me, or my heart will surely break." Poor

motlier ! Site and her darling had forever parted !

Tliefirst inipul.se of Tabby's mistress, was to undo what she had

so innocently done, and yet which was so cruel in its result; that

was, to bring kitty home again to her mother, but a circumstance

just then prevented ; the matter was in a measure forgotten, and

the claim of the bereaved mother deferred to a more convenient

season. She was allowed however to remain in the parlor, hold-

ing her place on thS little mat which still remained for her occu"

pation.

How Tabby spent her first lonely night could not be told ex-

actly ; but in deep trouble, and without sleep as indicated hy her

low, smothered mo.an, heard at intervals until the household were

once more taking up the cares and burthens of the day, when poor

Tabby's burthen was found to be in sitting near her once favorite

corner, with her eyes riveted on the now vacant mat ; from which

spot she could not be persuaded to move. In vain was her break-

fast set in her sight ! She could not eat but, like Isaac of York,

seemed to say—"bring me back my daughter, and you may do

what you will with me !" She did not seem inclined even to move,

save when some shadow—might it not be kitty's ?—flitted across

her vision. The family supposing she would soon get over her loss.

done every thing except the right one, to alleviate her sorrow, but

there was nothing to encourage them in the actions of Tabby through

the whole of that day or the next, but the morning of the third

day brought a change at all events. When the marketing was

brought home Tabby went to the kitchen, where she was soon in

possession of her favorite morsel—a chicken-head. Forthwith she

carried it to the parlor and carefully placed it on the mat ; and

then quietly waited, and watched from her usual corner! Watch'

ed and waited, for her who was to come never more—that moth-

er's darling who was lost to her forever ! In a state of doubt and

despair, she kept her post of watch for weary hours. There she

was during the long tedious hours of theday. There she was when
twiliglit earae on ; and there she was when night dropped hoi

mantle of darkness upon the earth and closed the scene. Through
the early hours of the night there might have been heard a low

complaining from the cat's corner of the closed parlor, but when
the morning came and the shutters were opened, all was quiet.

for the sunlight fell upon the mother cat, with her fore feet resting

on the mat,—dead ! Did her life go out in the delicious dre.im

that she was playing with her kitty? or that in her velvety paws

she wascarrjing her beloved to the house-tops of cat-paradise?

I'erhaps :—let us hope so. lirquiesCAT-in pace.

ExcFj^MQES.
E^^Advertisement'! under tliis bead, of four lines, or forty-eight words Jt-
..:. :

id olToring fur I5xclianu.e only, will be allowed at 25 ceuta
every line extra 10 cents will be cbiirged.

"'WANTKIi A PURCHA
'or each and every insertiitn

Kll," < ^, eauuot under any circumsUmcea be admitted
to tbe E.rWmn:,"' or liaji? cniini,,..

illj^^No Kxcli!ingi*or W'lint will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

L.F:0H<»KN, care of " Fanciers' Journal," Hartford, Ot., has Brown
I.eirlioru fowls or chicks to exchange for Black lireasted Red Games, fowls or
chicks.

JiV4>, F. HOU$3 I£. Tamaqun, Pa., will exchange 1 pair D. Brah-
min, 3 trios I'. CociiiuH, 7 Liglit Brahma hens—all '74 and '75 hatch, and Tery
ine large birds, for thorough bred pigs,

JOHN F. MYEBtLJ':, JK., 22D Chnrch St., Lanca>!tpr, Pa., will
excliiuige a lino pair of mated 'I'rumpcters, good breeder.^, for pouters or
Barbs ; also a fine Terrier Bitch, cannot be excelled, for offers of fancy
Pigeons. All communications itnaweredat oucu Speak quick.

E. R. BliOOIUCU, G59 Main St., Elmira, N. Y., will exchange two
Lnp-eared Bucks, 9 weeks old, ears now 14^ long, for two Lop-eared Does.
Must be good ones.

JOHN 15. SCHUiTf, 150 South Water St., LanciiJ*tcr City, Pa., will
eii^hiiuge a fine pair of Muscovy Ducks, a good Rifle ; also lot of Jtabbits, and
some Kaucy Pigfous, such as Snells, Tumblers, Turbits, Nuns, Trumpeters,
Bald lUads, .la.-obins, &c. Make me offers. Speak quick.

<^VKE » McCUI.IiY, Hubbard, Ohio, will exchange a few extra fine

Black and Tan pups, parents first-class ratters. Duckwiug game preferred.
Make offers.

<i. C "WILSON, Miilbury, Mass., will exchange a pure Spitz dog,
abuu» nine months old, for Golden Sebright Bantams, or Brown Red Game
Bantam hens. Write immediately, describing fowls. The dog is trained to
do a number of tricks, and is a splendid pet. Silence a respectful negative.

W. I?I. T.—Forest & Stream. 17 Chatham St., New York, wishes to ex-
change Red Irish Setter puppy, with fashionable pedigree, for fowls of any
description.

BOX 17, Koxbnrg, C]«rion Co., Pa., wants to exchange a B. B. Red
Cock, a Ginger Ked Stag, a Derby hen, and several hens, pit stock, for Brown
Brested Reds bred to feather.

E. R. KR.AUSE, Box 508, Zanesville, Ohio, wants to exchange sxtra
fine Lop eared, and same of Angora Rabbits, for a large Zice Aquarium, or a
good talking PaiTot, or a good pocket Riffe, or offers.

J. H. NORRIS, 212 Erie St., Buffalo, N.Y., will exchange 1 tin box,
with lock and key, cost $'2.75

;
1 brass fishing pole reel, cost $2.00 ; 7 small

fishing lines, 3-80 foot braided lines; 14 pinkers; Itj hooks, assorted, cost
S5.30 ; 1 hiind bracket saw, cot S6.50, for Houdan, Dominique Leghorn pul-
lers, or offers. All communications answered. Speak quick.

M, HART, Room 2;i S^aton House, Washington, D. C, will exchange
one pair Pea fowl, cock two and hen three years old, for W. C. B. or G. S.

Polands, Partridge Cochins, or Sebright Baniams, or offers. Stock must be
good, as mine are. Write.

CHAKttiES "W, HOITT, P. 0. Box 425, Nashua, N. II., has two
Silver Uuu Homing Antwerps, nintes ; 1 pair Blue-winged Turbits, 1 pair Blue
Autwerps, 1 pair Splashed Tumblers, (now breeding), to exchange for colored
Fans, or Belgian Canaries ; also 1 Bloodhound and 1 Setter, for offers. Both
dogs well bred.

»^;. A, BRANBEIi, 119 N. AVilliam St., Buffalo, N. Y., will exchange
1 White Turbit cock for a Black tail Turbit hen, and 1 pair White -lacobins,

and 1 White Turbit cock, for a pair of Owls, any color, (yellow preferred), or
anything in Owls, Turbits, or Barbs. Must be good.

J. I*. FFliUGOSS, Miltou, Northumberland Co., Pa., has for ex-
change one pair Duckwing Game Bantams, 1 White Leghorn hen, 2 Partridge
Cochin htns, for Black B. R. Game Bantam hens, or Fancy Pigeons.

-Rook Exchange.
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and

offeiing ONE Book for Sale^ Exc/iayige, or Wa7ited, will be allowed at 10 cents
for each and every insertion.

THE FO&iAR ANB TROFICAI. WOR)LBS-by Dr.
Ilartwig. illustrated, leather, 810 pages, new, cost .f5.50. .7. H. Cunimings,
Winsboro, S. C, wants to exchange the above for Doyle's Poultry Book,
Cooper's Game ii'owl, or Field Glass, (army size,) or Bantams. State condi-
tion of books.
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UNITED STATKS KONDS—by Rev. Isaac W. K. nandy, new,
G70 pages, gilt cloth, cost SI.50. J 11, Cunimiugs, \\'insboro, S. 0., wants to
cxchauge the above for Boyle's Poultry Book, Cooper's Game Fowl, Field
Glass, or Bantams.

VV^jMT ED.
REAR INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

C. G, "WILSOTV, Millbury, Mass., wants a Brown Red Game Bantam
hen or pullet. I do not want a duck-legged, parrot-toed, squatty bird, but a
symetrical, good stationed bird. Silence a respectful negative.

BLACK ROsE-COMB BANTAMS,
MY SPECIALTY.

o
Fm

During the show season of 1876 my stock won ten first premiums. Having
exhibitfd them myself at four exhil itions, winning six first pi-eniiums on old

and young, some figuring as high as 97 points, this fact alone should be a
sufficient guarantee of the purity of stock and perfections of markings. No
birds to dispose of at present. C. B. ELBEN, Pittsburg, Pa.

IF YOU ^VISH TO EXCHANGE

From a spinnhig-wheel to a farm out West, patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN
OF THE

FANCIERS' JOURNAL!!
isert an " Exchange " < ' Want " of not

"s- o> TJ

TRY IT OTSrOE!!!
WRIGHT'S PRACTICAL POULTRY KEEPER.

THE BEST BOOK ON THIS SUBJECT FOR THE MONEY EVER
PUBLISHED.

Price, S2.00, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOUKNAL, Hartford, Conn.

WM. E. FLOWER,
SHOEMAKERTOITN, PA.

LIGHT BRAHMAS,

BXCLUSIVELT.

I am prepared to ship Eggs from
m^ best stock, carefully boxed, to

_ Hatch.
^R^< See T>. B. adversement else-

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BEAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED ELA.CK HAMBUHaS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

lilGGS AND CHICKS FUR SALE:.

Write for Circular.

3. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segar.^, H^eekiy Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' .Tuurnal promptly by mail or at the store.

JERSEY, ALBERM,AP GHERKSEY COW.
HOW TO

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Frcflt,

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.
Address FANCIERS' .lOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
and have won 16 first, " 1 '^ second, and two special premiums; stock from
Felcli. Williams, Hersteins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, S3.00 per 13.

11. PARIIAM, Lima, 0.

MOORE'S

WORK ON PIGEONS,
Now Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

PREPAID BY MAIL.

liARGE DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS
Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' .JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

COVERS for JOURNAL
NOW READYI

PRICK 60 CENTS. FREE BY IflAIIi.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

I3C03VII3Sr<3- I^I<3-E03Sr.

By W. B. Xegetmeler.
PRICE, 75 CENTS, FREE BY m A 1 1. .

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

THE JOUWNAIi can be h.id at any news stand. Or at Schock't

Cigar and Stationery Store, Tenth and Callowhill Streets, Philadelphia.

Price, 1 cents single copy.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE MANY.
Containing th« HISTORY OF THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

directions for tlieir selection, breeding, and management; the treatment of

their diseases, and the construction of their dwellings. Sent post-paid on

receipt of 3U cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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(For Kuiieiors' .lourniil.)

KATYDID.
Sultry was tlie SumiiiiT eveninj?,

Ami tlic weather hot and dry ;

Here and there a small cloud lingered

In the crimson western sky.

But when nifrlit had sprcail her mantle

Over woodland, vale and hill,

Not a zephyr was then waiting.

E'en the aspen leaf was still.

Languidly I sat reposing,

Half asieep, within the glade.

When methought I heard a muimnring
Voice amidst the maple shade.

Silenlly-I sat and listened,

Wondering if there could be

Dryad, sylvan elf, or fairv,

Hiding in the maple tree;

Kot a leaf to me seemed moving,

Hnt amidst the branches hid,

Something in a voice mysterious,

Softly whispered "Katydid."

What 1 But not another sentence

Fell upon my anxious car

;

Could some disembodied spirit

From another world be near ?

Half ashamed, I asked the question.

Is it friend or foe that's hid ?

Or is there a spirit present 1

Still the answer " Katydid."

Who was Kate and where her dwelling f

Was there any one could tell 1

Was she some lone Indian maiden.

And the fairest, of the dell ?

Seriously I put the query,

To what seemed so strangely hid,
** Can a wonuiii keep a secret %"

Still the answer " Katydid."

What could be the solemn mystery,
So religiously concerned t

Katydid, but what? who knew if?

Would it ever be revealed 1

Stranger still, a woman's secret.

From the babbling world is hid
;

For the wisest village gossip

Cannot tell what " Katydid."
Peter Peppercokn.

(For Fanciers' Jouroal.)

GLEANINGS FROM A COUNTRY LIBRARY.
The skeleton of an elephant in the museum at St. Petersburg,

which was sent to Peter the Great by theShahof Persia, measures

sixteen feet and a half in height; and probably this is the highest

authentic instance on record.

William IV., when residing in Bushy Park, had a part of the

mizen-mastof the Victory, against which Lord Nelson was stand-

ing when he received his fatal wound, deposited in a small temple

in the grounds of Bushy House. A large shot had passed com-

pletely through this part of the mast ; and in the hole a pair of

robins had built their nest and reai-cd a brood of young ones. It

was impossible to look at this without reflecting on the scene of

blood which had occurred to produce so snug and peaceable a

retreat for a nest of harmless robins.

It is generally well known that birds are very active agents in

the extension of vegetation, and that fruit and flowers are, to a

great extent, rendered prolific by the insects whiih visit their

blossoms ; but few people are aware of the means through which

fi.sh arc formed in lakes and ponds which are not connected with

other waters. Here, loo, an insect is the principal agent. The

large water-beetle, which is in the habit of feeding upon the spawn

of fish, occasionally in the evening climbs npon the stems of rushes

&c., out of the water sufficiently high to enable it to take wing ; in

these circuntstances it has been caught, and, putting it into the

water, has been seen to give out the spawn with which it had

gorged itself previous to taking flight, both in a digested and

undigested state ; so that, on trial, it has been found that it pro-

duces fish of various kinds.

THE LENGTH OF SERPENTS.

The old Roman historians report that the army of Regulns

while attacking Carthage, was assaulted by an enormous serpent,

which was destroyed only by the aid of the military engines. The
skin of this monster measuring 120 feet in length was sent to

Rome, and preserved in a temple till the time of the Numantian
war. Diodorus Siculus mentions a serpent which was captured,

not without loss of human life, in Egypt, and which was taken to

Alexandria; it measured forty-five feet in length. Sutonius
records one that was exhibited in front of the Comitium at Rome,
which was seventy-five feet in length. A well-known picture by
Daniell represents an enormous serpent attacking a boat's crew
in one of the creeks of the Ganges. The monster was killed and
is said to have measured sixty-two feet in length.

Thirty-six feet is the longest serpent ever measured in modern
times, that may bS considered reliable.

THE VEGETABLE CATERPILLAR.

The moth from whose eggs are produced this caterpillar is of the

genus Spinx, and is named by the New Zealanders pepe. Its

period of life is from November to December—the commencement

of summer in their country. About the end of the eighth

or the beginning of the ninth month, this caterpillar buries itself

in the ground to the depth of five or six inches, previous to

assuming the chrj-salis form ; and it is a singular fact, that the

insect descends into its subterraneous hiding-place with its hind-

part downwards. In the second month of the following year
small reed like plants, about three or four inches high, may be
seen growing in great numbers from the ground under the shade
of the rata trees ; this plant being dug up carefully is found to grow
out of the head of the caterpillar just described, which, however,
no longer possesses any vitality

; for cutting into its body, it is

found to consist of a tough whitish substance, similar to a fungus.
In the tenth month the reed like plant dies away, but springs up
again the following year, dying away again in the tenth month,
and sending out a fresh shoot yearly for three or four years,

probably till all the animal matter supplied by the caterpillar has
been consumed. J. M. McCann.
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UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL COMMISSION.

Sir:

BuREiD OF AcnicnLTnnE.
Philadelphia, July 10th, 1876.

Tne E.xliibition of Poultry will be open on Oct. 27th, and close

on Nov. 6th.

The display will be made in coops provided by the Commission,

and lociitcd under the shelter of the cattle stalls, which will be pre-

pared for their reception.

Transportation charges must all be paid in advance. Express

Companies will deliver specimens on the Exhibition grounds,when

addressed with official labels.

Each coop used in the transportation of birds must be of suffi-

cient strength to serve for their return, and must be marked with

the propper shipping directions.

Numbers alone will distinguish birds in theshowyard, preceding

the award of prizes; afterwards full opportunity will be given to

exhibitors to display their cards .and trophies. All specimens ex-

cept Games and Game Bantams must bee.xhibited in natural con-

dition
;
pulling, splicing, or inserting feathers, coloring or other-

wise altering the appearance of birds, will bar them from receiving

awards.

Misstatements as to age, or breed, will cause the exclusion of

bird-i from competition.

Birds of evident inferiority will be denied admittance, even

though the owners may have received a permit.

Birds may be sold at private sale at any time during their ex-

hibition, but no bird in the event of being sold, will be allowed to

be removed prior to Nov. 7th.

Birds po.ssessing points of excellence will be reported upon ac-

cording to their inherent and comparative merit.

Exhibitors whose stock is recommended by the judges for an
award, will receive a special report, and the diploma and bronze

medal of the United States Centennial Commission.

The judges in each group will also make a general report upon
the development and present characteristics of each breed, es-

pecial reference being made to birds of superlative merit.

Awards will be made in the Gallinaceous division on pairs of

both fowls and chickens.

They may be entered in pairs, trios, or quartettes.

In the Aquatic and Columbarian divisions, awards will be made
in pairs, consisting of male and female, regardless of age. In the

Song and Ornamental division awards will be made on single spec-

imens.

Exhibitors of song and ornamental birds will furnish their own
cages.

Special premiums from societies and individuals must be award-
ed through the hands of the Centennial Commission.

Entries will remain open until September 1st.

Applicants for space, will, when their stock is accepted, be fur-

nished with permits and official labels, without which, entry to the

yard cannot be had.

All specimens must be on the ground previous to 6 o'clock p. M.,

on the 26tli day of October.

Entry blanks will be furnished tipon application to this office.

Rcs[jectrully,

BuKNET LaNDHETH,
John E. Diehl, Chief of Bureau.

Supt. Poultry Dep.

"WHICH IS THE MOST PROFITABLE BREED OF
HENS TO KEEP.

This seems to be a difficult problem to solve. After ten years'

experience, with a number of difterent breeds and an almost end-

less variety of crosses, I have come to the conclusion that there is

more in the proper management than in the breed. For five or

six years, the Brahmas were my first choice but I have finally de-

cided that some of the smaller breeds—as for instance the " Leg-

horns," " Houdans," or"Polands"—will pay best.

A hen weighing three or four pounds can lay one egg in a day,

while a hen weighing twelve pounds can do no more. The
amount of feed required to grow one chicken to twelve pounds

should raise two or three smaller ones. When full grown the dif-

ference in food is less, but there is still a difference.

A laying hen will lay her weight in eggs in a very short time,

and requires food accordingly. A miller cannot run his mill

withont grain, neither can a hen, a part which some people seem

to overlook.

When a person is sufficiently interested in the poultry business

to pay extravagant prices for eggs of—to him at least—new breeds,

he is very likely to give them extra care and attention—at least

while they are a new thing—and the restdt is a good margin of

profit, for hens will pay every time if well taken care of and the

profit corrcs])onds with the care taken.

Pleased at the result, the next step he will probably send an

article to the papers saying that the "Brahmas," "Leghorns,"
" Houdans," or whatever the variety may be, are, .ill things con-

sidered, the most profitable breed to keep, little thinking that the

hens rejected would probably have given as good results under the

same improved management.

I have kept the Bolton Grays, Polands, Dorkings, Black Span-

ish, Light and Dark Brahmas, Buff and Partridge Cochins,

Dominiques, and W^hite Leghorns. Each and all have their strong

point, also their demerits.

One breed are good layers but unfit for the table, arolher takes

on flesh rapidly but lay sparingly. One kind will allow you to

almost step on them and another are as wild as hawks. One
bears confinement well, others not at all. And so it goes. I have

not yet found the breed that is perfect in all respects.

It is perfectly proper for persons to have their pet kinds, but

overstrained statements, and fixed up figures to sustain their

choice should be avoided.

My average number of hens has been about one hundred, and I

have kept an exact account of all moneys received or expended^

and am not obliged to depend upon what my neighbors say, or to

guess at results, for the figures are before me. Feed raised has

been put down as feed bought. Eggs and poultry used in the

family have been reckoned as sold.

Now it is not my intention to inflict all these figures upon tbe

Rural readers, suffice it to say that after allowing for all mishaps

and losses—that have been considerable—and ior all mistakes

—

which have been many—the net ca'h profit figures up to some-

thing over nine hundred (900) dollars for the ten years. To be

sure this is not as good a showing as we often read about, but is ,

very satisfactory to me.



July 24, 1876.] THE FANCIERS JOURNAL. 331

The manure mnde is also wortli considering. Tlien the service

the hens have (lone by destroying worms, hugs, insects, etc., is i

lioyonil estimate, as is nlso the great pleasure in taking care of

them, and the satisfaction of testing diflR--rent breeds. On the

whole I am well pleased witli poultry keeping.

Nelson Ritter.
Syracuse, N. Y.

•--•

AYLESBURY DUCKS.
Last September I had forty-three Aylesbury ducks, young and

old. Two years ago this spring I procured two dozen egg.s from

a iiarty in Rye, N. Y., I forget his name, from which I got seven

ducks. Not tlie fault of the eggs, however, but one hen got sick

nnder which I had put half of them. The forty-three spoken of

above came from that start.

I cannot give any account of the profit and loss but I can state

some facts.

They commenced to layabout the 1st September and continued

through that month and October and until the 10th of November.

\Ve obtained fifty two eggs in September and ninety-six in Oc-

tober but only twenty in November. They commenced .igain the

2d of February in which month they only laid fifteen eggs. In

March I got one hundred and forty-nine and in April two hun

dred and eighty-six, and in May two hundred and niuety-five, and

so far in June (the 18th) one hundred and thirty-four.

I have however forgotten to say that our spring number is only

twenty-two for we have h.id some very fine eating during the

winter from our fall flock. 1 can assure you that it was very

toothsome eating.

Of the twenty two we have lost two, and seven are drakes. These

are the facts and " we want facts yourg man." Let me recajiiiu-

late—In September, we got 52 eggs ; October, 96 ; November, 20

;

February, 1.0; March, 149; April, 286; May, 295; June 18,

i;3-t. Total 1,0-47.

1 don't tliink this a very bad showing, hut as I have said before,

I cannot state anything in regard to the profit because ray fowls

and ducks are all fed in common.

1 have no pond of water for them to resort to, but I have some

low land through which there is a wide drain to which they resort

when permitted, and where we have sometimes to deny them, as

our garden is in that neighborhood and they are very fond of

"garden sass." I see that Mr. Bicknell in the June number of

the Poultry Bulletin, says that from two to four ducks are allow-

able to one drake. I think I have had too many drakes this

spring and shall hereafter have only one drake for three ducks.

Young ducks are very tender and require peculiar feeding and

much care. In the article above alluded to, Mr. Bicknell Siiys

tluit tluy should be fed only cooked food, composed of the meal of

corn and oats ground together in which by measure add an equal

quantity of wheat bran with which mix some finely-chopped

cooked meat of a cheap kind. I have not had very excellent hick

this spring with my ducklings, but hope to have better now that I

have adopted Mr. Bicknell's p'an of feeding,

KlDGEWOOD, N. J. B. Z.
»-*-»

HOUDANS.
The English Ag. Gazette while speaking a good word for the

Iloudan, is quite averse to placing it first in the list

:

" We are frequently asked what breed of poultry is considered

the best—a very puzzling question to answer without a statement

f of circumstances, by which we mean situaiion and size of run,

whether eggs or chicks are the chief consideration, if beauty of

plumage or a quiet easy-going disposition is of consequence

AVlien informed on these points, it is comparatively easy to name
two or three vareities of fowls which if properly tended, will satis

fy the demand for " profitable poultry.'' At present there is a

strong endeavor to force Houdans to the top of the list, and there

leave them ])ermanent among fowls. We are of those who dis-

pute their right to that position. We know, and readily allow,

that their merits are great, that under trying circumstances they

hold their ground, and that, if considered on the table as well as

producers of eggs, they will hold their own. Hardy, weighing

well for their size, consequently compact and plump, quiet, and

with flesh of a good color, they are in the first class but not at

the top of it. Some people admire them in the yard or pen,

others dislike their appearance, though " massed " or seen in large

numbers they would please the eye of many who are not partial

to a solitary bird. Some good judges consider that no bird looks

better alone in the competition pen than a good Hondan. That

is a matter of taste, and we must leave every one to consult and

please his own eye. Our object now is to resist the efforts of

Houdan fanciers to place their favorites at the top of the list,

while, as we have said, we are quite alive to their just claims upon

the favor of poultry keepers.

—

R. N. Y.

IlERRON va. WARREN.
Jos. M. Wade, Esq- :

Dear Sir,—I would apologize for again annoying you, hy

answering Warren, were it not that I consider it my duty to pre-

sent the matter fairly to your readers, and feel, that from your

relation to Fanciers, it is your duty to protect their interests to

the best of your ability. Tlie question at issue is one of facts,

and one which it would seem that all poultrymen would be inter-

ested in. Those who are, I request to read again, carefully, my
statement, &c., in your paper of June 12th. Therein I present

verbatim, all of Warren's letters relating to the transaction in

which he agrees to send me "a chicken which will be A, No. I."

He receives my money and sends me a bird with a wry hen tail

whose secondaries are black where they should be bay ; who has

the roup, and who is so weak he can hardly stand up. I present

three affidavits properly sworn to, giving .accurate description of

bird—one of my own, and one from each of two of the most

prominent cfiicers of our Stat.; I'oultry Association, who are dis-

interested, and not connected with me in any manner whatever.

Indianapolis, Ind., July 29th, 1876.

Andrew Linneman, being duly sworn, says that from the 2Sth

d.iy of June, 1875, to the 10th day of June, 1876, ho was in the

employ of F. M. Herron, during which time he had charge of

said Herron's chickens ; that about the 11th day of March last,

said Herron received from A. D. Warren, one black breasted red

Ijame Cockerel ; that said Cockerel was so weak in the legs he

could hardly stand up, and had the roup ; that he had a wry hen

tail ; that the outside web of his secondaries were black with faint

bay streaks, and that he considered said bird unfit to breed from

and worthless ; that said bird was received on Saturday ; that

he, said Linneman, gave him some roup pills, and shipped the

biid back, Monday, two days after.

ANDREW LINNEMAN.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of June, 1876.

Wm. B. Blrford,
Notary PuUir.

Warren in his reply does not deny any part of the description,

excepting as to health and wry tail. He akso presenis certificates

of character from Messrs. Parker and Ball, who are either his

employes or interested in the spoils. A total absence of aflSdavits

is noticeable. Warren says that on receiving the bird he also

received a letter from me stating that he had swindled me, &c.

It is false.

Why does he not produce my letters; When I received the

bird from him, I thought the fault was wi.h some of Warren's
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employees—that he had not seen him, and when he did see him,

would citlier send me such a bird as he agreed to or return my
money. I said nothing abouc swindling in my first letter, and

the only ajiproaeh to a threiit or anything objectionable that was

in it was that if that was the best bird he could furnish for $12, I

wanted my money back. After writing three times, drawing on

him through the bank, and waiting five weeks without hearing

anything from him, I concluded it was an intentional and pre-

meditated swindle, and since he has refused to do anything which

others say he ought, I am satisfied that he knew what was done

from the start. He still has my money, and I think the same of

him that I would of any thief or burglar who might rob me of

the same amount, except tliat I think the thief or burglar would

be the most honorable of the two, he sailing under true colors.

Warren has made false quotations from ray letters, and en-

deavored to place me in a false position thereby. I call upon him

to produce them entire in regular order. If he thought, as he

must have done, that I would pocket his swindle, as his other

victims have, and not lake the trouble to expose him, he did not

know me, and if he thinks I am to be frightened off by his mis-

rcprcBentations in his published article, or his sneering manner,

he still does not know me. He says he offered to reynit me 87.80,

which is false. (See his letter of May 1st.) I leave it to the

public to judge whether or not I was warranted in threatening to

publish him, and whether I have kept my word. Hi-i friends,

from whom he quotes, I do not know, and if they upliold him in

swindling, I do not want to know them. They are in every way

qualified to be his friends all around.

I believe the bird was, as Warren wrote, late hatched. He

weighed less than 4| pounds. He says he was hatched in Sept.

I have one of my own raising, hatched Oct. 1st, that weighed

over a pound more at the time Warren's bird was received.

Warren says he will figure 85 points. Ue might if Warren would

put gold bands on his legs, and the gold bands would overbalance

a wry hen tail, &c. Of course a first-class bird which he agreed

to send me, or my money at the proper time, would have silenced

themaitcr. I asked for nothing but what was right, but wlien

he charges me with trying to frighten him into sending me one of

his old, fully developed birds, he makes a false charge. I never

intimated anything of the kind to him, nor did I ever think of it.

You, Mr. Editor, can judge from my letters to you wheiher such

was my idea. I cannot imagine what could have put such a

thouglit into Warren's head, unless it was because I required first

premium birds last fall, and his ideas of such are so closely con-

nected with his old, fully developed birds, with gold bands around

their legs, with which he took his premiums at Bufl!alo.

I am satiafied that Warren overrates his reputation, when he

thinks that it will enable him to sell a bird with a wry hen tail

for a first-class one, and then make the public believe that the

bird had a perfect tail, with four affidavits to the contrary. I

liave seen judges puzzled to decide whether or not a bird had a

wry tail when it carried it first on one side and then on the other,

but this one from Warren carried his, all the time he was here, in

one position, viz , dropping over to one side two inches or more.

Warren may have shown another bird to his friends, for I believe

the man who would perpetrate the swindle he has, and stick to it,

would do worse. Let Warren preserve his patience—the matter

shall go to the A. P. A., at the earliest opportunity. A -bird

might catch cold in March in going to Indianapolis from Wor-

cester, but it could not get the roup, as this bird had it, in that

time, had it been in proper condition when sent. Had Warren

bieu the man I supposed him to bo, from bis advertisement in Tlie

World, his opinion of me would have been of consequence; now,

I value it as I would that of any scalawag I had brought to jus-

tice. As to his alleged other irregularities, which he says he is

going to make me prove, any of your readers may post themselves '

by writing to Geo. C. Barker, Esq., of Newport, R. I., and E.

Hindekoper, Esq., Meadville, Pa.

And I would advise all who have sent W.arren orders for birds,

for the season of 1876, or who may contemplate doing so at any

time, to write these parties, asking for their experience, and also

to keep my experience in mind. Warren's warrantee has been

worthless to me.

I have two pullets to show for $37 I have sent him, besides

cxpressage paid, and I did not get any "gold bands," either.

Jlemember if you send Warren your money wilhout seeing the

birds, and get served as I did, jou neglected your warning. It

does no good to lock the stable after the horse is stolen.

Any one who has been similarly treated by Warren, will confer

a favor by advising me of it. Trusting that I have not taxed

your good nature too much, I remain.

Very tiuly yours,

F. M. HEREON.
Indianapolis, Ind., July 6th, 1876.

COCHINS AND BRAHMAS
At this season of the year give fanciers a deal of trouble, often-

times, through their persistent desire to set. In almost any man's

yards, this month, where the Brahma or Cochin fowls are kept,

the bulk of these mature birds will show broodiness, and adhere

to the nests with a ]icrtinacity quite discouraging, frequently.

We are entirely opposed to the numerous cruel devices that are

resorted to by impatient or inconsiderate breeders to " break up "

the fowls at such a time, who are thus meiely following the nat-

ural maternal instinct—and ducking in cold water, driving tliem

about, thrusting them to fast in a dark empty barrel, and other

foolish modes adopted too often, arc simply of no use, and are

inhuman, as well.

Let them rest. Put a few glass or wooden eggs under them

and let them sit two weeks, quietly. Then break up the nest, and

remove them to new quarters. They will thus quickly get over the

inclination to brood longer—as a rule—and if placed with a young

(rower, for a few days, they will give you no further trouble. This

is the best mode we have found to tuxak up these late summer-

inclined setters.

Editor Fanciehs' Journal :

I send you another newspajier cntling, which, in these days,

when the centennial is paramount in every song and story, I think

is too good to be lost. E. E. II.

Where, where will he the birds that sing

A bimdrcd yeais to come 1

The flowers that now in beauty .spring,

A hundred years to come 'i

The rosy "lip, the lolly brow.

The hearts that beat so i;ayly now ?

O, where will be love's beaming eye,

Joy's pleasant smiles, and sorrow's sigh,

A hundred years to come !

Who'll press for gold this crowded street,

A hundred years to come?
Who tread yon church with willing feet,

A hundred years to eonie ?

Pale, trembling age, an<l fiery youth,

And childhood with its brow ot truth

—

The rich, the jioor, on land and sea ;

A hundred years to come !

We all within our graves shall sleep,

A hundred years to come.

No living soul for us will weep
A hundred years to come.

But other men our lands will till.

And other men our streets will lill,

While other birds will sing as guy,

As bright the sunshine as today,

A hundred vears to lome!
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Sf=OF^jS|viy\rJ's Def/vf^TI^^NT"

LEAVES PROM THE JOURNAL OF A HUNTER
IN THE ALLEGHANIES.

J. M. m'cANN.

Oct. 24th, 1874—Started with Hal on a hunting expedition to

the mountains. The weather delightful, the trees crowned with

more than regal splendor—glorious in emerald, crimson, gold and

russet—the crystal streams murmuring musically over shells and

pebbles, or falling in a shower of silver over mossy rocks, and

gliding away under the arch of the laurel. The mountain scenery

grand and beautiful—here the roaring river winds its way around

the hills—then glides in silent beauty through the fertile valleys.

Cedar and pine reach down their arms and play lovingly with its

waters—little islands of reed look out from its bosom,—and the

crested kingfisher dips his wings in its waves. In a wild gorge

where the foaming river had torn its path through the hills, as the

sun was sinking into his couch of waters—trailing glories over

cloud and mountain, we saw our first painter. Our horses

reared and plunged so that we could not use our rifles, but the

animal showed not the slightest sign of fear, only looked at us

quietly from under a white umbrella. As he was not a large speci-

men we did not try to kill him, but rode on up the mountain and

passed the night with a veteran hunter, on whose breast the puma
had cut his initials, and the bear had done some "picture writing."

Oct. 25th—Morning cloudy and cold; the only road a bridle-

path over the mountains. Met a native clad in homespun, mounted

on a miserable looking pony, and provided with an immense pair of

saddle-bags—"Doctor or preacher'?" asked Ilal. Seng-digger,

replied I. But on entering into conversation with the " great

unknown," we made the discovery that he was indeed a disciple

of .iEscnlapius. On Hal's inquiring where he attended lectures

—

" Why, you see, boys," he replied, " I don't use none of your strong

medicine, I doctors with roots and yarbs." " Doctor," said Hal,
" my friend here is interested in the study of anatomy, would you
be good enough to tell him in what part of the body is the tendon

of Achilles t " The doctor was dumb, and I replied, Hal, doesn't it

unite the patella to the humerus 1
—" Why in course," said the

doctor, as he turned down a path leading to the river. " Oh I see!

"

Ha] shouted after him, " unites the patella to the humerus and is

lubricated by the gastric juices.—Man is indeed "fearfully and

wonderfully made !
" In the evening we entered the beautiful valley

of Canayne, high up among the mountains. It is more than

twenty miles in length and from two to eight in width, and level

as any Texas prairie. Surrounded on every side by lofty moun-
tains, it is an amphitheater in which wild beasts display their

strength, their courage, and their cunning. The Black Water flows

slowly and sileutly down the valley, and falls in one unbroken

sheet a distance of fifty feet at its southern border. Every thing

tells us that here is the bed of a mountain lake whose waters have

escaped to the sea in the distant eld. The streams are full of

trout, and parties from the Eastern cities pitch their tents here in

summer and enjoy the sport that old Izaak loved. The bark of

trees shows the marks of the claws of bear and puma, and the

paths of the deer the impress of many feet.

Oct. 28th.—Hal killed a large buck this morning, and in the

evening I followed a wild turkey up the mountain until sunset

—

(^oming down saw a fine gobbler reposing in a hemlock, and

interrupted his dreams with a ball from my Henry rifle—murdered

him there in his sleep with the drapery of his couch around him.

The power of vision in these birds is marvelous, and their sense

of hearing wonderfully acute. A deer may crash through the

thickets and bound over the laurel, and they are not disturbed—if

you only crush a fallen twig under your foot, you see only a

metallic glimmer of gold and emerald flashing under the pines,

and they ai-e off' on flying feet, like the bird of the desert. There

are only two known species

—

Sleleagris galh-paro,a.ndM. oceilata,

a native of the warmest parts of North America, a smaller but far

more beautiful bird than the former. Its plumage rivals that of the

peacock in metallic brilliancy ; blue, green, bronze, red and golden

hues are finely mingled, forming ei/es on the tail ; whence the

specific name. The mode of trapping the wild turkey in the

Alleghanies is to build a covered pen, and then commencing a

trench some distance away, leading it into the prison. Corn is

then drilled along the bottom of the ditch, and the pen covered

over with the branches of hemlock or pine. The turkeys gather-

ing up the grain, pass into the pen, and always seeking for an

opening at the top, never think of looking down for the aperture

by which they entered.

We piled the pine knots on the fire in the hut that night, and

told strange stories, while our dogs answered the howl of the gray

wolf on the mountain. In the middle of the night when our fire

was only a bed of smouldering embers, the dogs became furious,

some wild animal no doubt was prowling round our camp.

Arising from our bed of hemlock boughs, rifles in hand, we

stept outside the hut—and there he stood in the pale moonlight

—

a strange, savage looking creature, six feet from " tip to tip,"—lean-

ing on a rifle longer than himself. He was a hunter from the North

Tork, had followed a wounded deer until late, and had lost his

reckoning in the darkness. Rude and uncultivated as the bear he

hunted, he was nevertheless an interesting companion. He could

find his way, he said, anywhere through the forest, by the bark on

the trees, that on the north side being thicker than the rest, and

covered with moss. The horns of deer differ greatly in size and

form in the largest specimens. On some they stand out far and

free, and on others they droop low over the eyes—had once killed

a ten-tined buck. Saw a huge wild cat once, lying dead in the

snow; he had mounted a deer for a ride, but had lost his seat and

his life by his steed passing under the trunk of an uprooted pine.

Watched a deer lick one night concealed among the foliage of a

birch tree that leaned over the water. Soon a painter appeared

on the scene, and selecting this very tree as suited to his purpose,

commenced to climb it ; but becoming alarmed before he could

bring his rifle to bear, on it bounded off into the forest, but

prowled around all night screaming and lashing the ground with

its tail. Had never known but one man to be killed by a Puma

—

Neice Flanagan of the Otter Den. He wounded it in the laurel

thicket on the mountain, when it sprang upon him and tore him

to pieces. It was followed by its tracks and blood in the snow,

and killed ; was a very large male nearly eleven feet in entire

length. Several children on Cheet river, straying away into the

forest at various times, had been killed, remnants of bloody cloth-

ing being found where the Puma held his feast. Thus we talked

until long past the " noon of night," and when we awoke next

morning the sun had turned the mountain tops to gold, and was

throwing long lines of light adown the valley. The hunter went
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his wiiy, and Hal and I started in different directions, he going up

the mountain and I down the river.

We had eaeh a pair of dogs tied to our belts, and it is really

marvellous, how when thoroughly trained, they will follow you

through the thickest laurel and never get entangled. A deer

might come within twenty feet of you and they would not think

of giving tongue. Saw several during the morning, but too far

away for a shot. They are graceful, beautiful animals, seen in

their native wilds, bounding over the laurel, or drinking at the

streams—very different from those seen in city parks. After hunt-

ing several hours along the Black-Water, I became fatigued and

sat down under a pine to rest. Suddenly a low whine from my
dogs attracted ray attention, and there not fifty yards away, in an

opening in the forest, stood the finest buck I ever saw. Noise-

lessly I raised my rifle, glanced hurriedly along the barrel, and the

report rang clear and loud over the water, and died into an echo

among the mountains. The deer, free of wounds as a militia

Colonel, bounded along the paths of the forest, waving a white

plume in the face of the foe, as proudly as ever did Henry of Nav-

arre. How often, thought I, by our excessive eagerness to grasp

the prizes, or to enjoy the pleasures of life do we lose them forever

!

Disgusted by this want of success I returned to camp, and in the

evening went trout fishing—caught all I wanted with my hands in

the shallow streams. At this season of the year they leave the

deeper waters and come into the brooks in shoals.

It was now almost dark and Hal had not come in. I was be-

coming alarmed, when I heard the faint report of his rifle up the

river. I piled on the pine knots, discharged my gun at intervals

and uncoupled my dogs and sent them to him. Nearer and more dis

tinct became the reports of his rifle, and in about an hour he came

in. He had become bewildered in the rhodendron thickets, and

had lost his way in the gathering gloom. He killed a "spike"

duck at the foot of the mountain early in the morning. We had

a splendid supper—wild turkey, venison, and trout, with roasted

potatoes and bread purchased from the only settler in the valley,

living some miles up the river.

Lighting our pipes and seating ourselves before the light wood

fire, Hal commenced the conversation with—" you knew Cameron

McDonald, Mac, he came to this valley two years ago to hunt, and

never returned. It was supposed that he lost his way and was

frozen in the snow. Well, to day I found his skeleton lying be-

side a log on the mountain. Poor Mary Morris always said he

would come back, you know, and could never be made to believ'e

that he was dead. It must have been a terrible death—alone on

the wild mountain, in the roar of the storm. I knew the gun by

the silver deer and golden dogs that had ornamented the stock."

All night I heard the groans of the dying hunter, or saw him strug-

gling through the blinding snow.

October 30.—With the assistance of our neighbor we buried the

bones of the hunter this morning, under a beautiful pine tree and

placed a large stone over his grave, and carved his name upon it

with our hunting knives. Though that lone grave on the mount-

ain-summit will be seen by few, yet He who led the chosen children

through the walk of the wilderness, may have found here a jewel

for his crown.

November 5.—Our neighbor, Mr. Freeland, came down to camp

this morning, saying he had a large bear in his trap on the

mountain. Hal and I went with him and found an unusually

large specimen exerting his strength on the logs of his prison, and

foaming with rage. I maddened him with a ball from the Henry

through the brain. The black bear is a very powerful and savage

animal, a single blow of his paw will crush a man's skull, and his

embrace is said to be most affectionate. They are only dormant

during exceedingly cold weather when the ground is covered with

snow; if the winter is mild and warm and food abundant, they

are active all the year.

November 8.—Wounded a fine doe on the mountain this morn-

ing. Released Vipe and Vep, and they caught and killed her,

after a lively chase of half a mile. Did not tie them, but allowed

them to hunt back to camp—soon heard them fighting furiously

down by the river, and on going to them found they had just killed

a large otter [rMtia Canadensis.) Belonging to the Maslelidac,

the Otter is of aquatic habits, web-footed, and like all the weasel

family kills every living animal that it can conquer—even tliougli

it does not require it for food. Its principal food is fish, and its

fur is valuable and beautiful.

November 16.—Commenced the homeward journey this morn-

ing; the sun shining brightly through the flying clouds, though

the mountains are covered with snow—cedar and pine are decked

with pearls, and the frost gems are sparkling everywhere—beauti-

ful as Sinbad's Valley of Diamonds.

November 19.—Arrived at home this evening, Hal singing his

favorite hunting song

—

" My heart's in the Highlands, my heart is not here
;

My heart's in the Highlands a-chasing the deer

;

Chasing the wild deer, and following the roe,

My heart's in the Highlands wherever I go."

PlQEOl^ DEpy^F^JjVIEplT.

PIGEON FLYING.
New Yokk, July 9, 1876.

Editor Journal :

As there has been said so much lately in your Journal about

betting and racing, and as Mr. Thomas Grist did not seem to

have been satisfied with my remarks about our Trenton race, and

about my remarks also that Newark is not forty, but eighty miles

from Philadelphia, which he sustains is right, by meaning Newark

on the Baltimore road, while I was ignorant that there was such

a town in that direction, as I never heard of any other Newark

than the one nine miles from New York in New Jersey.

Mr. Grist also says if my friend Van Opstal is not satisfied

with the result of the race of the 6th of May, we are open to fly

again for anything he chooses to mention. We will fly our bird

52 miles on the Baltimore road, and he to fly 52 miles on the New

York road. This proposition is good enough for Mr, Grist's

interest, as he perfectly knows that in such a race, as a general

thing, he has the advantage over me. The road to Philadelphia

from New York lays in a low country, not far away from the sea

coast, and is nearly always hazy or cloudy, while the further

you go from Philadelphia towards Baltimore, tiie further

you go away from the sea coast, and the clearer the weather gets.

I will not then, let myself be let in an ambush, as the Indians

generally do to trap our Union soldiers, but I will be on my guard

to fight the battle at least on a square footing.

If I did not answer Mr. Grist's proposition in last number, your

readers must not suppose that I was keeping silent on account of

being afraid to meet my honorable antagonist ; not at all sir ; I

have made Mr. Grist several propositions since, to fly our match

over again, not from the same places though as they flew from
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before, as I consider it unjust to fly birds 80 miles apart, as it must

always bo more favorable for one bird than for another, but I

have proposed to fly my bird half way to Philadelphia, and Mr.

Grist's bird also half way from Philadelphia to New York, or to

fly our birds each 50 miles on tlic Easton road, or both our birds

from Easton, or to fly my bird 10 miles above Philadelphia and

Mr. Grist's bird from Baltimore. Although in this last named

race our birds would not fly in tlie same atmosphere, at least I

should consider it to be far enough away from the sea cost to have

a fair show. I also proposed to fly my bird from Baltimore, and

Mr. Grist's bird also from Baltimore, the bird doing the mile in

the shortest time to win the race, or Mr. Grist to fly 90 miles above

Baltimore, and my bird from Baltimore.

Neither of those races seemed to be agreeable to Mr. Grist,

and hence our inability to make a match. I am not willing to fly

for any amount Mr. Grist might choose, but for a reasonable sum

no matter how small, as I intend to race more for pleasure than

for great amounts.

Now, sir, seeing that the prospects for a race were very meagre,

I in company with my friend Mr. Waefelaer, of Hoboken, went

on from Easton, Pa., towards Soranton. Our birds, seven in

number, flew from Tobyhanna, on the Scranton road in fine style,

some of them flying the 122 miles in 2 hours 28 minutes, and all

seven coming back in a short time thereafter. But our race from

ocranton, about 150 miles from New York, came off on the 6th,

ai d our birds, the same seven who flew from Tobyhannn, a few

d^iys before, performed a task which if it was not substantiated

oy positive proofs, would be believed as a mythological dream.

On the morning of said day, our seven birds wore set free from

the roof of the Morning Republican, at five minutes past nine,

and one of my birds, named after the hero of New Orleans,

Andrew Jackson, did the herculean task to fly the distance of 150

miles in 140 minutes, which is certainly one of the fastest races

ever flown in any country, having arrived at 11.32, New York

time, which would make 11.25 Scranton time. I send you here-

with the accounts of the race as published in the New York

Evening Telegram, and also the account of the Morning Repub-

lican of Scranton, Pa.

Yours Respectfully,

John Van Opstal.

THE COURIER OF THE CLOUDS.
TRIAL TRIP OF ANTWERP CAEKIER PIGEONS—FROM SOR.^NTON

. TO NETV TOKK IN TWO HOURS AND TWENTY-SEVEN MIN-
UTES—THE START FROM THE REPUBLICAN OFFICE.

The trial trip of the Antwerp carrier pigeons from this city to

New York, yesterday morning, was attended with a good deal of

interest and proved eminently satisfactory, the homing qualities

of the couriers of the clouds haviug been demonstrated most suc-

cessfully.

The birds, seven in number, were released from the Republican

building at five minutes past 9 o'clock, in the presence of a large

assemblage, who watched their circling flight with an eager inter-

est. The roofs of the adjoining buildings were thronged with spec-

tators, as were also all windows coming in view of the starting

point, while Wyoming avenue was filled with persons wishing to

catch a glimpse of the ferial voyageurs. Mr. John M. Robertson, of

this city, to whom the birds were consigned on the day previous,

assisted by a few friends, marked the several pigeons previous to

their flight. Mr. Waefelaer's birds were marked as follows :

Leopold 2d, B ; Counte De Flanders, D ; Princess Charlotte, P;

Due De Brabrant, 6 ; Francois Louis, A. Mr. Van Opstal's

birds Jupiter, No. 2, E ; Andrew Jackson, C.

A message of 207 words, written on fine tissue paper,was attached

to the last named bird, and a briefer billet fixed to Mr. Waefelaer's

Princess Charlotte. The morning was clear and bright, when the

voyageurs were tossed to their journey, .a circumstance calculated to

aid them materially, as they depend entirely on observation, and

not on instinct as so many suppose. The three first tossed up, as-

cended rapidly, and striking out swiftly in a southerly direction,

were soon lost to sight. The other four hovered around the start-

ing place for nearly fifteen minutes, circling higher and higher un-

til they were nearly lost to view, when they too were seen wend-

ing their way to the southeast, leaving the spectators to conjecture

as to what time they would reach New York, and if they would

ever find their way home. At ten minutes jiast twelve o'clock

yesterday noon, Mr. Robertson received the following telegram

from Mr. Van Opstal

:

New York, July 5th.—Eleven thirty two a. m., " C" home
with message. John Van Opstal.

This shows that the bird performed the journey, 150 miles, in

two hours and twenty-seven minutes, and carried the message of

207 words all right—making about a mile a minute. The second

telegram received was from Mr. Waefelaer of Hoboken, who stat-

ed that his bird Leopold 2d, marked B, arrived home at 1 1 ;55

A. M., making the trip in two hours and fifty minutes.

A telegram received at the Republican office last evening from

Mr. Van Opstal of New York stated that Princess Charlotte P.

and Due de Brabant G, belonging to Mr. Waefelaer ; and Jupiter

No. 2, belonging to Mr. Van Opstal, arrived home at 12:38, and

the other two at one o'clock. The success of the fleet-winged voy-

agers was eagerly inquired after yesterday throughout the city,

many of them being of the opinion that some of them would be

lost on the way, and the telegrams announcing their arrival home
were discussed with as much avidity as though they were announc-

ing the result of some political convention.

PIGEON RACE.

New York, July 18th, 1876.

Mr. Editor :

According to arrangement with Mr. Waefelaer of Hoboken,

N. J., to fly three matches for one hundred dollars, the bird win-

ning two out of the three to win the stakes, we had our first trial

on Saturday last from Scranton, Pa.

In the first trial my bird, Andrew Jackson, won the first race,

doing the distance of 149 miles in about three hours.

Andrew Jackson is a small, blue checquer cock, which I bred in

the spring of last year, out of my imported birds, from Antwerp,

and flew only as far as Trenton, N. J., last year.

This year he has been traveling quite lively, as the following will

prove.

Newark, Rahway, New Brunswick twice, Trenton, Bristol, Do-

ver and Washington, N. J., twice, Easton, Tobyhanna, and Scran-

ton, Pa., twice.

Our next flight will be to a place between Easton and Lock
Haven, and finally from Lock Haven. The last named place

must be about 250 miles by rail from New York.

Yours truly,

John Van Opstal.

Walking Fish.—William W. Wilcox, who hasjust returned to

Middletown, Conn., from California, brought from Sherman, Colo-

rado, on the line of the Rocky Mountains, 8,200 feet above the

level of the sea, 2,000 miles, in a tin pail, two fish of a species

called by the boys out there the walking fish. It has four legs,

which it uses when on land, and its skin is as smooth as an eel's.

When in the water, the legs double up, and a ring of fins around
the neck stands out like a ruffle and is used by the fish in swim-
ming.

—

Evening Post.

True affection grows stronger as it grows older—the same may
be said of an egg.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
An Australian letter, dated June 2d, contains the following

:

"About a fortnight since, a party of well-sinkers in search of

water in the Darling district, struck a hard substance at a depth

of 200 feet from the surface. On digging round it, they found it to

be the petriiied remains of an aboriginal. Whether pre-adamite,

prehistoric, or how they came there, they cannot say ; all they

know is that they found them in the position stated."

During the recent session of legislature a bill was introduced

to encourage the destruction of certain wild animals in Humboldt

and Mendocino counties, California.

The first section provides that

$10 be paid for the scalp of each panther or Cal. lion.

10 " " " " Grizzly hear.

5 " " " " Cinnamon or black bear.

3 " " " " wild-cat

—

When by proper oaths and aflBrmations the justice of the peace

has become assured that the animals have been killed within the

counties named.

But no bounty is to be paid unless the scalp has both ears at-

tached. And from the bounty, the justice may retain 50 cents as

his fee.

Co^i^ESpOfJDE[^CE.

INQUIKT.

Will the writer on the Carrier Pigeon signing himself J. H.,

be so kind as to let us know the distance by rail, from Glasgow,

and Ledbury, Herefordshire.

J. Van Opstal.

New York, July 9, 1876.

CORRECTION.

I am just in receipt of yonr paper No. 26, of July 10th, and see

in the account of our race from Tobyhanna, Pa., 122 miles from

New York, that I forgot to mention that our birds were set free at

8 o'clock, A. M.
J. Van Opstal.

New York, July 9, 1876.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—A lady in Bedford, N. H., has met a watery grave by being
run over by a milk train.

And being in the Milky way must now be one of the stars !

—Within a year seven members of the Boston bar have been
convicted of various crimes.

"Turn about" is fair play.

—Thirty millions of rabbits are consumed annually in England.
That's what they called them ; "Hare pie" said Mr. Weller

—

"is werry good—when they'rnot made o'klitens."

—A Mr. E. M. York of Lodi, California, keeps a large patch
of mulberry trees for his chickens to run in. The trees, though
but three years old, are some ten feet high—and bearing full—fur-

nishing for his poultry both food and shade.

—Loons cAuonT Tvnii Fisn Hooks.—Two loons were re-

cently caught in Lake Winnipesaukee, near the Weil's, on hooks
set in forty feet of water, to which depth these strange birds

descend in pursuit of food. One magnificent specimen was taken
alive, and is now on exhibition at the engine house of Niagara 1,

at Lake Village.

—Two pretty girls dressed as nuns, have been collecting money
in Baltimore ostensibly for a charitable institution. They used
their beauty and adroitness so successfully upon men that a large

amount was given to them.
"Beauty and adroitness I"—For fooling men there are nun-such

powers !

—A Reasoning Monkey.—Mr. Darwin tells a story, as an ex-

ample of the reasoning powers of a monkey that was scratched by
a pet kitten. At first Jocko was immensely amazed. Recover-
ing from his surprise, he set at work to discover the location of
the claws. After a severe tussel he got the four feet of the kitten,

within his clutches, saw the nails thrust from their guards, and
with the broadest grin of satisfaction he proceeded deliberately to

bite the points off of each one.

—A picture of the British Royal Academy has the inscription

;

".Journeys end in lovers' meeting
;

Every wise man's son doth know."

The London Times says, "We earnestly hope that this quota-
tion, with which we candidly confess our unfamiliarity, is not by
any famous poet ; since logically considered, it is little less than
idiotic."

The Times is rather hard on one William Shakespeare—suppos-
ed by some to be a famous poet—The "idiotic" lines occur in

"Twelfth Night" clown's song. Act II.

—One of the strangest coincidences occurred on White street,

at midniglit of Sunday, June 4th, at the time of the death of

James Carrigan.

The upper sash of one of the windows had been lowered to give

the patient more air. His daughter, Mrs. Seavey, and Mr. J. L.

Lucas, a friend of the family, were both present. Just before

midnight, when Mr. Carrigan gave unmistakable signs of sinking,

a robin flew in and resting on the lowered sash, gave forth in

clearest tones its well-known song ; and the moment death claimed

its sufferer as its own, the bird flew out into the darkness of the

night whence it came.

—

Saratogian.

—In the midst of the eggs of the lobster, there lives an animal
of extreme agility, which one author considers the most extraor-

dinary ever subjected to the eyes of a zoologist. "Let us," he

says, " imagine a clown in a circus, with his limbs as far disloca-

ted as possible, displaying tricks of strength and agility on aheap
of monster cannon balls, which he struggles to surmount

;
placing

one foot formed like an air bubble on one ball, the other foot on
another, alternately balancing, and extending his body, folding

his limbs on each other, or bending his body upwards like a cater-

pillar; and then we sh.ill have but an imperfect idea of the atti-

tudes which it assumes, and which it varies incessantly.

—

Scien-

tific American.

—The Worship or Animals.—Man in his search after Deity,

has given his adoration to almost every living creature—from the

mouse to the elephant—from the royal eagle to the golden bee

—

called upon them in time of danger and trouble, and reared many
of his proudest temples in their honor in the olden times. The
first pagodas of the Orient were the homes of the sacred insects;

birds and reptiles that the people of these strange lands adored.
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The hniideil snalie with its eyfs of fire was a Rod, the hideous

cnicociile hy tlie Roldun sand of tlie Ganfies, or the waters of the

^'ile, 11 deily lnved and lionorod with tliclilood iif tile fairest in the

land', ri^'s were iidored in the isle of Crete, the weasel at The

hesof the liundied ^ates, rats and mice in Troas, the poreujiine in

]'ersia, ants and fliesin Thissaly, ilie eafrle '» Malahar, the white

elephant in Siain.thc raven in the Sandwieh Islands, the lapwing

ill Mexico, the stork in Moroeeo, the liull in Egypt and Benares,

the owl in some of the islands of the South Sea—it was the emiilem

of wisdom araoH}; the Greeks. In Madurathey venerate the ass,

and suppose the wdiole raee to he animated liy the souls of their

nobilitv. Sometimes they are worshiped here.

J. M. MoCann.

—NnsT-Buii.niNO FisiiES.—The Analialklre form one of the

most remarkable of all species of fishes, owin;; to their capahility

of liviii.i- for a lout;- time out of water, a power which has formed

in thei.rsoioe nri .es Ir.Kiis Tl.- A.,„h„< or,„../.„s or cliiiiMnLr

—An- Ambitious Daiii.ia.—Mr. Johu H. Sharer, of Saratojra

Sprinirs, is the happy possessor of adi-hlia that has now reaelu il

the heifilit of six feet three inches, and is still a-trrowiiig. It w.is

)ilantcd last January, in a quart can, and has never been removed.

The greatest diameter of the stalk being not over a quarter ol an

inch, it rests for support aj^ainst a frame work, one end of which

finds room in the can. The plant has record of one blossom and
is ileveloping another.

The growth of this dahlia has been remarkable. In seven days

it grew five inches, in fourteen days, ei;;ht inches, and in twenty-

seven days, twenty-eight and a half inches.

Mr. Sharer is anxious to know " where it has started for, and
when it is going to get there."

—The Buck Rear {Ursiis Amtricanu!:).—In the mountainous

districts of West Virginia during the summer season, the cattle are

.allowed to run at lariie ; t'le onlv altintion they receive from the

h r.Nini.'ii i- ii!i "ca-"'!!;!! siiltinir. Tlir^c iii.-n. livins in the wild

;^#^v.

perch, of India, has been known to live for six days out of its

appropriate element ; and some will sometimes quit the water and
wander over the land, so far from any stream, or pond, that they

were formerly siijiposed to have dropped from the clouds. The
(ierman naturalist Daldorff states that he once saw one of these

S|)ecies wliich had clinihcd a tree to a liight of five feet ; but this

is stated liy other observers to beau impossibility. This power is

due to the ijeculiar structure of the pharyngeal bones, which, in a

cavity in the base of the skull, nvr dilated into voluminous laminoi,

tonnini: cells in which a su]iply of water may be carried for the

purpose ol keejiing the gills moist.

But the goiir;iiiii's instinct is more peculiar th.an that of an

v

oiher member of the trdie. By their united labors, the male and
tc'inale const rnct a well built nest, in which the ova are deposited,

and which |)roieet« i he young fry from the thousand enemies by
whom infantile Hsb are pursued and tormented.

The body of the goiirami is of a brownish color, varied with

some golden tints on its sides; the belly is of a silvery brown.
The conformation of the fish is high from its belly to back, and
the body is narrow; the head is short, the month small and pio-

tractlle. The scales large and round. The fish is properly herb-

iveroiis, but wi 1 eat insects and earth worms; and it is .so vora-

cious that, says M. Dabry de Thiersant, the Creoles of the Mau-
riiiis call it the hog of the river.

The s;ourami, like most other Annhnlidip, is found throughout
th • Kast Indies, and is a valuable food fish of delicious flavor,

rcsenibling that of the European carp.

iMany attempts have been made by the French to acclimatize it

on this continent, esp'ciallyin Cayenne; but little success has
been met with: In Algiers, other attempts have been maile, and
gri\aicr eneourngement followed. At the Ca|ic of Good Hope
and in Australia, the experinients were entirely successful.

—

iSclettlijic American,

mountains near the haunts of the Bear, the Puma, and the Deer,

have fine opportunities of observing their habits ; and I have

passed many a pleasant evening in lonely mountain cabins, listen-

ing to their anecdotes of these animals. As all these men are

hunters, as well as herdsmen, they often "find themselves the

hero of the story." One of these men told me he was once out

cm the mountains looking for cattle that had strayed away from

the " range," when he came suddenly upon a large bear and two

cubs. They all took to flight, but one of the young ones fell coii-

siderablv behind the others, when the old one came Iwek, caught;

it up in her arms and s/iiDiked it just as a mother would a child.

Ho says that the scene was so strangely human that he langhcil

immojeratelv, and made no elfort to use his rifle. The cub when
released ranWith great rapidity, and soon all were concealed in

the laurel thickets. Hunters frequently enter eaves known to be

oc(aipied by bears. They are provided with a burning pine torch,

and armed with hunting knife and rifle. When they see the bear

they endeavor to kill it instantly by a bullet through the brain.

I siiw a hunter who had been frightfully mutilated by a bear into

whose den he had penetrated. Hislight went out, and Bruin be-

cmning alarmed, attempted toeS' ape from the cave, which he could

onlv do by passing directly over the hunter's body. The aper-

ture was too small to allow him a ready exit, and the n'an was

fearfully mangled and torn before the bear succeeded in forcing a

passage over him.
When the chestnut fruit is ripe, the bears ascend the trees and

bend the limbs toward them until the burs are within their reach,

then pull them oflFand throw them to thcground ; there tliey after-

wards collect them into piles, break open the burs and leed upon

the nuts.

They also rob the Avild bees of their honey, and are sublimely

indifferent to the venom of their stings.

J. M. McCans.
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Spfl^LL Pet DEfy^F^TjV'EfJT
AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanciei-a' .lou'rnal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the week ending July 10, 1876.

5 Daubenton's Curassows (Crax daubentons).

7 Trumpeters [Psophia crepitans).

12 Love-birds (Aijapon'us puUaria).

1 Gallinulc (Gallinula).

2 Red-breasted Guans (^Penelope pileata).

4 Greey's Guans (P. greeyi).

3 Parnikcets.

1 Dove.

3 Finches.

1 TroupiiJ.

1 Crow-Blackbird {Qtdscalus piirpureces)

.

1 Marmoset {Hijpale Jacchus).

2 Macaque monkeys {Macactis njnomolgus).

2 Pig-tailed monkeys {M. menestrinus) . Purchased.

1 Screech Owl (Sco/w asj'o).

1 Red-bellicd Terrapin (£'hm!/s ru5n'oen(ra). Presented.

2 Gray Foxes { Vulpiis Virginianus). Presented by A. E.
McHenry, Jr., Philad-jlphia.

For the week ending .Tuly 16th ,1876.

8 Burrowing Owls {Athene cunicularia).

3 Swift Foxes {Vulpes velox).

2 Whip Snakes [Masticopliis Jiavigularis). Purchased.

2 Prairie Wolves {Cams tatrans). Presented by Chas. Noble,
Pbila.

1 Young Alligator {A. Mississippiensis) . Presented by John
Schneider, Pbila.

2 Rattlesnakes {Crolnlus durissus). Presented by S. W. Hud-
son, Hudsondale, Pa.

1 Vi'mQ.rn {Botiiaru.ilentiginous). Presented by R. McClinton,
Philadelphia.

AitTiiuR E. Brown, Gen'l. Sup't.

(For Fanciers' .Journal.)

ZOO NOTES NO. 25.

THE siiUNK.

—

{Mephitis Mephitica.)

The Skunks in the Philadelphia Zoological Garden comprise but

a single family. Perhaps the reader will think one quite enough;

or even one too many. The visitor, however, will find the eniire

family harmless, and quite safe to be acquainted with, the glands,

from which such a terribly offensive effluvia can be ejected, hav-

ing been removed from each and every one.

America, with its many other points of greatness, is the only

country which can boast of a skunk ! No oiber continent has a

genuine one. The Zorilla of Africa, and the Mydaus of the glands

of Asia, though claimed as skunks, are now conceded by all natu-

ralists as belonging to other and distinct genera.

Besides the common skunk which will form the subject of the

present " note," there is the white backed skunk, Me/ihitis Meso-

leura, which is found in the regions about Hudson's Bay—the

Texas skunk, and the Californian resembling one another very

much, and inhabiting the same tract of country. [The Texas

skunk, by the way, is the animal about which Audubon, in his

" Quadrupeds of North America," gives us such an amu.sing

story—much more amusing to us is the adventure than it was to

him, I think.) Lastly, there is the pretty little Zorilla {M. Bicolor)

the handsomest of the genus, which is also found in Te.xas and

California. These are the only skunks found in the United

States. Mexico has four varieties, Peru, Chili, and the more

soiitheru ]joriions of South America boast about as many more.

Return we now to our skunks of the Zoo.

This species is widely distributed through the states—is most

abundant in the northern and middle, but may he found from 57°

N. to Florida and Louisiana, and W. to the Mississippi river; and

is probably the most notoriously detested quadruped that ever set

foot on the continent of North America.

Intensely offensive as he is, " Mephitis Mephitica " or the com-

mon skunk, is quite a handsome beast nevertheless—standing no

higher on his pins than a good sized cat. He is about 17 inches

in length, with a tail 12 inches long, tipped with white. Black

he is in color with a narrow line of white on his forehead, a broad

triangular patch of white on his neck, and a continuous fine white

line on each side of his spine. This description, however, will

not do for all of the same family even, for there will be found con-

siderable variation in the marking of each. When the parents

happen to be marked exactly alike, their offspring will be of the

same pattern, but if there be a diversity of pattern in the parents

then their offspring seem to be marked all sorts ; the w'lite marks

being very prominent in some, while they will be quite wanting in

others.

Mother skunk is a very prolific animal ; she will present her

spouse with from four to eight at a birth—indeed as many as

fifteen skunks have been found in one burrow. To his hole in the

ground the skunk retires when winter sets in ; he does not lay up

any food, but being in excellent condition at the time he stows

himself away, he lives on his own fat, dozes out his life till the

warm snn of spring calls him forth, much like the genuine hiberna-

tors, though he is not classed among tliem. Cleanly in his person

and habits is Sir Mephitis, never soiling his delicate fur with his

offensive effluvia any more than the rattle snake poisons himself

by his own venom. Properly skinned, his flesh is no way tainted

by his secretion, and proves delightful to the taste of the red-man

and even to the white, in many parts of our far distant land.

The fearfully o^ensive oil-glands, two in number, are situated

at the base of the tail, and from those the animal can eject the

oftiinsive liquid with a force sufficient to hit an enemy ten yards

distant. When the Indian wants to cook and eat his skunk, he

takes his carcass to a running stream of watei', and under the

surface he dissects the glands and skins him—the water washes all

offenses away, and your skunk is ready for the roast.

It is lucky for the perfumer's trade that his skill in essences has

not, as yet, attained the powers of concocting a perfume equal in

persistance to that secreted in the oil glands of the skunk. If

such were the case the sale of one vial would supply you or me, my
dear Pacific, a whole life time. A handkerchief odorized wiili

any scent so permanent would resist the combined powers cf soda.

Babbitt, and Sam Ling's Chinese Laundry as long as the pood

Belfast threads would hold together. The trap in which the

skunk has been caught, the clothing which the catcher wore, and

which received the skunk's special otlmtion have been buried deep

in the earth for weeks but in vain—in vain all other remedies—No,

Bury, or wash, or rub as yon will.

The scent of the shink will cling to you still.

The habits of the skunk are strictly nccturnal, hence yon will

seldom see him to good advantage in the Zoo, unless you happen

to be in the garden after, or at least, near dusk.

A more predatory, thievish, treacherous, blood thirsty poacher,

you could not scare up, than is ^the skunk. His home, which is

built with an eye to murder, consists of a horizontal hole, always

dug near a pond or still pool of water, and if you will take a

glance at his powerful claws which seem to have been given him for

the special purpose, you can see how easy it is for him to establish

snclt a homestead. A well worn path down to the water's edge,

marks this hole, the entrance to which is usually strewed with

ducks' feathers, tips of wings, heads, beaks, and feet of fowls,

together with a good collection of well picked bones. Ducks are

the skunk's sweet morsel.
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" How docs he catch tlicm f
"

Whv mj' <lear inadamc—!n tliis wav—I have told you that he

has his home uear a pond or pool, and that he placed it there with

an eve to murder, kill, and devour. lie knows that on that jiond the

water hirds come to pass the nijjht. During the day he lies asleep

in his harrow, hut when the shades of nif;ht havecomedown, and

all ii quiet around, and the unsuspecting hirds are floating on the

water, with their heads heneath their wings, then out from his

liole in the ground steals crafty Sir Mephitis, and noiselessly creeps

he down his well beaten path to the water's edge. Does he dive?

does he go in with a splash? not he. As smooth as would a pound

of butter, or a link of sausage gtides he in, and in perfect silence

skims he towards the sleeping birds, marks a plump one for his

own, seizes it by the breast and in spite of all the flapping, quack-

ing, and struggling, draws his Tictim to the bank where it is killed

and eaten without salt, remorse, fear, or any other seasoning.

Seldom can he get more than one of anight (which is quite enough

you think, bui suppo.se he has a wife and thirteen little ones to

look after ?) for the other birds on the pond take warning and flee

to some safer place—" To be caught by some other skunk ?
"

—Perhaps, such is nature's law.

" But he cannot always get water fowl! what is he going to do

then '!
"

Well, my dear Pacific, he is not going to starve. Not he. He
will visit your habitation, and he will enter your barn, if you have

one. If its doors are all fast, he will creep under it, and perh.ips

be rewarded by a nest full of eggs which one of your hens laid

there when she stole away—if he don't succeed on the first night

he will mark your hen-roost and come again the next night, when

both hens, eggs and chickens may suffer. Indeed, it is upon record

how one of tlie poaching rascals entered a cellar one night where

the " help " found him, and thinking him, she said, " nuthin "

but a black cat she made war u|)on him and became the victor, as

she killed him, but poor girl, another such victory might have

kille<l her, for so great was the stench created by the " pesky

varmint," as she called it, that she was violently sick for more

than a week afterward, while everytliing in the cellar, bread, meat,

vegetables, and all kinds of provisions were entirelv spoiled !

" Is the secretion so powerful and disagreeable as all that V
Yes, Madame. Mix the scent of the worstmud taken from the city

docks (San Francisco, or Philadelphia), at dead low water, on one

of our last hot July days—Thermometer 104°—with the refuse

and smell of the gas-works—a bone boilmg furnace, a knacker's

yard, a tallow-trying house, and a currier's shop—mix them I say

altogether, and I will venture to assert that the resulting odor

produced would be as the " attar of roses," or that other special

perfume of yours, ray dear young lady, (which makes your pres-

ence remind one of the gardens of the Hesperides), compared to

that abominable effluvia the especial property of the skunk.

I have often wondered why this terribly offensive secretion was
given to any animal. Nearly every book on Natural History tells us

that it is a protection against its enemies. I think not. The badger

has no such weapon, nor the pine-marten, the weasel, the ermine,

or the fisher, and yet they all live in the same localities, feed in the

same robber fashion and have exactly the same enemies to contend

with, yet none of these are armed in that fearfully offi-nsive manner

!

No, it must be for some other than defensive purposes. What if it

was for doctor's stuff? Let us see, what place it fills in the Mate-

ria Medica. Asthma first, then hysterics and several other nerv-

ous disord.-rs. It is not pleasant medicine dear reader, and if you

must take "skunk," take it through your nose. I once heard of

a man who took three drops liquid, through the mouth; he was
benefited, but he was for days and days such a nuisance to the

entire household, his friends and himselfj that he declared he would
sooner die than become so offensive again. The remedy was worse

than the disease.

"Then beyond the filthy medicine it furnishes, you have not a

single good word for the skunk ?"

O yes ; I have several. It is very fond of its yonng, and always

takes very good cire of them. It possesses considerable cour-

age, and yet does not intrude upon mankind unless driven to do

so by hunger. Keep out of his way, and his skunkship will do

you no personal injury—and finally—of what skin, Halchen mio,

was that beautiful set of furs wliich, during the cold days of last

winter, both adorned and kept your graceful person warm ?

" Why, of pine-raarten to be sure." Yes ; that's what your

furrier called it, but it was skunk, my dear young lady, and let

me tell you that many thousands of skunk skins are yearly manu-

factured into "sets," and sold as "mink," "marten," "sable," or

under any other name the dealers may choose to impose upon you.

By cutting out the white stripes and re-joining the black fur, these

handsome " sets" are made. The furrier says he has managed to

get clear of all unpleasant scents, but you know, by experience,

that you must never venture to keep your " set" on, not even for

a moment, if you can help it, in a warm room, for the perfume it

then and there gives out, you find is not quite as refreshing as

that which is wafted from " India's coral strand," the " bower of

roses on Bcndemeer's stream," or the groves of " Araby blessed."

In some future "Zoo Note," I may give a short history of the

fur-bearing animals now in the Zoo Garden, that is, if Fanciers'

space will allow, and your patience, kind reader, is not exhausted.

HuoN.

ExcliA^pJQES.

(J^^Advertisements under this bead, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribiu? aiid olTeriDg fur Excliaii^e only, will be allowed at 25 ceuta

for e:ich and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

i3^=""i'0 EXCHANGK FOR CASH'" Or "GRKEKBACKS," '*\VANTKD A PURCHASER,"
or '-WANTHD AN oFFKR," etc., etc.. canuot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exrhmi^e or Want column.
j^^No Excbangeor Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

E. O. FL.AN»ERS & CO., Manchester, N. H ,
have to exchanga

two horse pistols, for Urown Leghorns, or offers. Speak, quick. Write on
P »stal cards, or any other kind ol cards.

W . DiCKEL) Heading, Pa., will exchange one Buck and two Does, of

Himalayan Rabbits, for a first-class Yellow or Dun Carrier coek or hen.

I»K. KEIIVHARDT, 64 K. EaKer St., Biiltimore, Md., has an old

'n'remona Violin," worth five hundred dollars, which he will exchange for

offers iit a mucli less figure, and will give as reference, as to its value and con-

dition, the best violinists of Baltimore.

L4»ri£ BOX 1556, Ilornellsville, N. Y., will exchange one fine red

and white Setter Slut, 11 months old, and one jet black English Setter Slut, 3

months old, for gam* fowls or fancy pigeons, or other property.

H. B. OIBSON, 55 West Fourth St., Cincinnati, Ohio, offers to ex-

change a fine Black and Tan bitch, 11 months old, and weighs but 2 pounds

and 2 ounces, for a full blooded Water Spaniel. Must be liver, or liver and
white, or solid black.

LEGHORN, care of "Fanciers' Journal," Hartford, Ct.. has Brown
Leghorn fowls or chicks to exchange for Black Breasted Eed Games, fowls or

chicks.

JNO. F. BOXJSI'-R. Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 pair D. Brah-

mas, 3 trios P. Cochins, 7 Light Brahma hens—all '74 and '75 hatch, and very

fine lai-ge birds, for thorough bred pigs.

Itt, HART^ Room 2-L Seaton House, Washington, D. C, will exchange

one pair Pea fowl, cock two and hen three years old, for W. C. B. or G. S.

Polands, Partridge Cochins, or Sebright Bantams, or offers. Stock must be

good, as mine are. Write.

Book Exchange.
Advertisements under this head, of i lines or 48 words, describing and

offering ONE Book for Sale, Exdmnge, or Wanted, will be allowed at 10 cents

for each and every insertion.

THE AHIKRICAN KENNEt. AND SPOKTING
FIil!.IiIJ—by Arnold Bui-ges. T. D. Adams, I'rauklin, Vs.., wants the

above and Cooper's Game I'owl.for G. .S. Hamburgs, lilack Spanish, B. B.

R. Game hens. Imperial Egg Food, and Home Corn Shellers.

AUDUBON 'IVAN'rED—.Jos. M. Wade, Kcickville, Conn., wants i

copy of the above Work. State condition and lowest cash price.
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RKAD INSTaUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.
The nsime and iidJress of any person acting dislionestly through the

Exchauge and Wunt columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

liEi-HORiN, care of Fan^-iers' Journal, wants an offer for 15 Brown
LeghorQ Cockerels—lurgo and suiall. Speak quick!

IF YOU ^i^isEi TO exchaivge:

From a spinning-wheel to a /arm out West, patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN

?»FANCIERS' JOURNAL

S

" Exchange " or a " Want " of not

s- o TJ
, do not " want," offtr i

TRY IT ONCE!!!
WllIGHT'S PRACTICAL POULTRY KEEl'ER.

THE BEST BOOK ON THIS SUBJECT FOR THE MONEY EVER
PUBLISHED.

Price, 82.00, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

J. F
[Formerly of Stamford, Conn.]

REMOVED

HARTFORD.

THOaOUGHBRED POULTEY AND EGGS!
LOW PRICES TO MEET THE TIMES!

MV SPECIALTIES:
WHITK LEaHORNS

!

PAKTRIDSE COCHINS!

DAEE BRAHMAS
Prices of fowls and chicks on application I

Some good hens at .'ftS.OO each!
Correspondence a pleasure I

W" H. I "ir 3E3 ! ! !

J. F. FERRIS, Hartford, Conn.

•^

WM. E. FLOWER,
SHOEMAKERTOWN, PA.

^ LIGHT BRAHMAS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

/ T am prepared to ship Eggs from
-^ ,^ 11 \ I est stuck, carefully boxed, to

t V- ^ Hitch.
S^^^^ See D. B. adyersement else-

~^ '~^^
^here.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKEUS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGEEE LIGHT BEAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED BLA.CK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

FGGS AND CHICKS FUR SALF.

Write for Circuiar.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. comer Tenth and Tiuttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Seg.ir.^, Weekly Papers, Sfationery, etc. ; will also

supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

JERSEY, ALDERHY, AID SDERSSEY COW.
HOW TO

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Profit.

Illustrated. Price, $1..50.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL. Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

T have shown L. and D Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, " 1 " .second, and two special premiums; stock from
Felc/i, WilUams, Hersteins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, $3.00 per 13.

H. PARHAM, Lima, 0.

]MO ORE'S

WORK ON PIGEONS,
TJovs^ Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

30 ( nts.

50 cents.

PREPAID BY MAIL.

I.ARGF DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS
Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

COVERS for JOURNAL
NOW READY!

PRICE 60 CENTS. FREE BY RIAII..

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Coi

ISCOIWUlMGr I=XC3-3EC33?ia'.

By W . B. Xegetmelcr.
PRICE, 75 CENTS, FREE BY M A 1

1

.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

THE JOUHNAIj can be had at any news stand. Or at Schock'f

iji'ar and Stationery Store, Tenth and CallowhiU Streets, Philadelphia.
°

Price, 10 cents single copy.

RABBIT BOOK. FOR THE MANY.

Containing the HISTORY OF THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy yarieties, and full

directions for their selection, breeding, and management ; the treatment of

their diseases, and the construction of their dwellings. Sent post-paid on

receipt of 30 cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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SPEAK GENTLY.
Speak pently ! It is Iiettcr far

To rule liy love than fear

—

Speak geiitiv—Let not liarsli words mar
The good we might do here!

Speak gently ! Love dolh whimper low
The vows that true heans hind

;

And gently Friendship's .accents flow ;

Affection's voice is kind.

Speak gently to the little child I

Its love be sure to gain
;

Teach it in accents soft and mild

—

It may not long remain.

Speak gently to the young, f r they
Will have enough "to hear

—

Pa.ss through this life as hest they ni.-iy

'Tis full of anxious care

!

Speak gently to the .aced one,
Grieve not the careworn heart

;

The sands of life are nearly run,
Let such in peace depart.

Sfieak gently, kindly, to the poor,
Let no harsh tone be heard

;

They have enough they must endure,
Without an unkind'word!

Speak gently to the erring—know
They may have toiled in vain

;

Perchance uiikindness made them so;
Oh, win them back again I

Speak gently I He who gave his life

To bend man's stubborn will,

"When elements were in fierie strife.

Said to them, " Peace, be still."

Speak gently !—'tis a little thing
Dropped in ihe heart's deep well

;

The good, the joy, which it may bring.
Eternity sh.all tell.

David Bates.

THE DISPLAY OF AQUARIA AT THE CENTEN-
NIAL.

Among the many attractive displays is that of the Department
of Aquaria on the west side of the Agricultural building. It is in
charge of Prof. Fred. Mather, who is thoroughly posted in fish

calture, and it has been arranged not only for the interest of the
fish-breeder, but for the gratification of the people and the study
of the naturalist. The display is contained in thirty-five large
tanks and aquaria, one tank alone being twenty-three feet long by
seven wide and four deep. They are divided into three classes—
those for salt water specimens, those for fresh water, and the third
for cold water fish. To supply salt water, a tank, capable of hold-
ing some ten thousand gallons, has been built outside the building,
and water brought from the Atlantic by way of the Camden and
Atlantic Railroad. Fresh water, of course, is plentiful, but to
keep cold water fishes properly, the water before reaching the aqua-
rium passes through a coil of lead pipe packed in a box of ice.

The specimens of fish include not only the edible but other speci-

mens, and some of them quite singular looking. The water in

the tanks, etc., is kept properly replenished by means of a small

steam engine, while several of the aquaria contain plants in such

quantities as to preserve a perfect adjustment of the relations be-

tween the animal and vegetable kingdom, so that there is no need

of rcpleni»hing the water.

The collection of fish is not quite complete, but will be in a short

time. The British Commission have despatched a large tank to

Bermuda to bring back some of the curious fishes and corals found

tliere. Among them will be angel sharks, brainstones, madre-

pores, and other corals, etc. A tank has also been sent to the

Atlantic coiist, and will return with specimens of sharks and other

sea-water fish. Beside these it is expected shortly to have a speci-

men of a cat-fish we'ghing over one hundred pounds, and other

fi.-h from the Mississip])i b.asin, to be furnished by Messrs. J. W.
Peters & Co., of St. Louis, while the local (Delaware) fishes will be

'urnished by Mr. Rutan, of Gloucester.

Later in the season the hatching process will be illustrated,

when trout and salmon begin to spawn. Several of the forcing

machines arc already on exhibition.

Among the specimens now on exhibition is an aquarium con-
taining aiiout a dozen crabs, and the creatures seem to skip around
as if there were no cares nor Centennials in the world. Then
come specimens of the big king crab, or horse foot, so called from
Its restmblance to the hor.-se's hoof. Its movements can be easily

seen through the glass, and its habits well studied.

Afterthe.se come numerous specimens of terrapin, one aquarium
alone containing about twenty-five, who from their lazy niovc-
nicnts seem to take the world easy. In the largest tank arc kept
a number of green turtles, the heaviest weighing over three hun-
dred pounds—an immense tellow, with a bigtliiek head, and long,

wide flappers. In the line of toad-fish there are about a dozen
specimens. They are curious enough looking and yet seem just
as contented at the Centennial as when taken from their homes.
Of the fresh water eels, some very fine specimens are shown

;

also, of lake shee| sliead or fresh water drum, and rock bass. Then
come specimens of Graylings in large numbers from Michigan, and
Oswego bass-or Southern chub.

Perhaps the most curious-looking creature is a specimen of the
hell-bender, an ugly, repulsive-looking establishment belonging
to the family of salamandrid^E. The one on exhibition is about
twelve or fificen inches long and has no sternum. The ribs are
rudimentary, the legs or fins are four in number, with four fin-

gers each. The salamandridfe have wonderful recuperative pow-
ers. The limbs may be removed and in less than a j ear they will

grow again.

There are shown long-finned chub-suckers, black gill sun-fish,

large black bass and moon-eye fish or lake herring. In one aqua-
rium are gathered hundreds of small specimens of California sal-

mon, the eggs of which were sent from California to the United
States Commissioner and hatched at .Marietta, in Pennsylvania.

In addition to those named, there will soon be exhibited speci-

mens of sturgeon ; also trout from the great lakes, and a lot i f

fresh water fish, to be furnished by the Ohio and Michigan Fish
Commissioners. An assistant of the Aquaria Department of the
Exhibition is now in Ohio in connection with the matter.

Prof. Mather also has in eh.arge a number of bottles containing
the spawn of shad, young lobsters, and a number of specimens of
fresh water insects injurious to fish culture.

The exhibit already attracts large numbers of visitors, and when
it is completed it will be one of the most interesting features of tlie

Agricultural Building.
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PoJljf^Y DcpA^F^JUflEplT.

(For Fanciers" Journal.)

AWARDING PRIZES.

No. 4.

Parker's Landing, Va, July 20th, 1876.

Friend Wade :

Those articles which I have written on judging and aw.ardinp;

premiums, have had the effect of calling out several of our best

fanciers in private letters to me, some sugge.sting a slight modifi-

cation—which I shall herein notice—but all commending the

course I have taken. There is no doubt but that a little reforma-

tion is needed, and by the aid of those most interested in the mat-

ter, we will certainly accomplish all that is necessai'y. But it

will not be done if we do not see to it in time, and I notice so far

as I have heard that all societies are making arrangements with

A. P. A. judges to judge their shows. This is a step in the right

direction, and one that will lend confidence to exhibitors, for they

will have a gu.wantee that the work will be done right when the

judge has his reputation at stake. And I would say to all so-

cieties, whether poultry exclusively, or agricultural societies, where

poultry is to be exhibited, let nothing but A. P. A. judges be ap-

pointed, and you will give better satisfaction to all concerned.

Now I will notice one or two suggestions made to me by the cor-

respondents before mentioned. One suggests that three premi-

ums are not enough for such shows as Boston, Buffalo, Chicago and

Pittsburgh I grant that these four places may be exceptions and

perhaps more than three will be necei^sary. Again the same wriier

says :
" Suppose the three best pairs—or birds, as the case may be

—all score over 90 points, and there are still several that score over

85 points ; what will you do with them ^" I will tell you. When
I fixed 90, 85 and 80 as the points abuve which I would award the

three premiums, I had several things to consider. In the first

place perfection, or 100 points, is what we are all aiming at, and

the Light Brahma cock, that three years ago would score 90 points,

will not score 80 now, and consequently is not as near perfection

as a 90 point bird of 1876. In other words we are improving our

stock, and the standard must consequently come up with our ideas.

Again, 90 points is deserving of a first premium now, but I hope

will not be in 1878, and when that time comes we can raise the

standard to 95 for first premium. But we will never have to raise

it to 100, as nature never makes anything perfect, not in domestic

jioultry at least. As an instance that 90 points is high enough, 1

might cite the case of the National show at Chicago, where the

first premium, Lt. Brahma cock only scored 88^—I believe. And
if, as my correspondent suggested, all three premium birds or pairs

should score over 90 points, and still there should be more left

scoring over 85, 1 should be happy to think we were making such

rapid strides toward perfection, and say to the owners of the 85 point

birds "go on in your good work, try, try again, and next year

may be you can reach 95 instead of 85, and make some one else

take a back seat." Thcrclore the gentleman's argument does not

affect my position, as mine are sliort slakes set to go as far he.y-ond

as breeders can, but below which they mml not fall and expect

honors.

My rcason.s, as I have bifore stated, for writing these articles is

to fix as it were a stanilard of valufS , that is to make first premium
mean 90 points or more, second picniium?5 points or over, and so

on. So that when John Smith advertises first premium stock the

world will know that his stock is first |)remium stock

—

i. e.—\t

scored over 90 points. This is my sole object and I tliink by ad-

vocating it I am trying to improve the poultry business and make
it wlial it realli/ is, one of the greatest industries of our country.

Swirullcs are perpetrated every day—if I may believe the statements

I see in poultry journals, and ihose made in letters which I re-

ceive—and many of them are caused by advertisers stating their

;>tock as first and special premium. Let me just here give you an

instance of a friend's investment of $3 for 26 first-premium Lt.

Brahma eggs—12 chicks—one black as a raven, two white as

snow, nine hocks, four single comb.s, one wry tail, one five toes,

and three almost without hackle. A happy family certainly, and

one that made my friend cuss poultry, poultry men, and himself.

Yet the counterpart of this can be found almost in every county

in ihe country. This kind of thing is what makes the complaints

we hear about, and this is what places the poultry business in the

repute it is held in by many, and can we blame people that have

been thus used ? Scarcely, and yet blaming a fraternity for the

actions of the individual, is like blaming a church or secret society

for the short comings of a member, and is the exception instead of

the rule.

But let us weed out the exceptions, and in this Centennial year

let us inaugurate some new rules that will single it out in the fu-

ture from other years. I predict for all poultry societies a better

list of entries with better stock, and better patronage than ever be-

fore, and in return for this increase, let them make some improve-

ments that will recommend them to the public ])atronage. And

I tell you again, nothing will go so far towards this as appointing

good and responsible A. P. A. judges and scoring all birds,

placing the score cards on the coops that all may see how an<l when

the judge found material for the decision he has given. There is

more in this than most people imagine, for exhibitors who know

their business when selecting birds for a show take the standard

of excellence in their hand, and pick out the birds they mean

to show by its teachings. Now if they do this and take thoir birds

and pay their money, is it fair to them to put in some comparison

judge that can only see feathers on the legs, a good comb or hackle,

or tail, or dead weight to the detriment of all other qualities com-

bined. I tell you it is not fair, and you cannot iojnsiice, not to

say, give satisfaction by such work, and we must have a reformation

in this matter to meet the demands of the times.

James M. Lvmbing.

A LACK OF POULTRY LITERATURE.
Whereas, There is at the present lime, no work on poultry, of

a late issue, to meet the wants and needs of the great mass of

breeders and fanciers, that is at the same time within the means

of a man of ordinary purse.

Whereas, In the present hard times, in which dollars are

likened unto cart-wheels, a man with only the usual number of

wheels can not att'urd to purchase " Wright's Illustrated," and

yet feels the need of a work nearly, or quite as explicit, but not

as expensive.

Resolved, That the times demand that some good friend of the

"chicken man" ought to give us a publication of that kind.

Now we would not refer to the numerous poultry journals in

the country when we mention " a lack of poultry literature ' for

surely we have enough of them, full as many as fanciers are able,

or willing to heartily, and substantially support, but we do need
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a work on domestic poultry—not to befjin back to the days of

Adam, or even to date l)ack as far as the Flood—but somctliing for

tlie (irpscnt gcncriition. Let us have something that does not

represent the exclusive ideas of one single man, but ralher let us

have a complete enrvclopcdia of poultry—their breeding, manage-

ment, &c., of the different varieties. Lot it be gotten up, if

need be, in a cheap, popular stvle, a work that the masses could

aff()rd to purchase, and we predict that it would meet with a large

sale. If need be, let some pulilisher of repute, procure sound,

substantial articles from breeders well-known as fanciers of long

e.xperiencc and sound sense, on the specialties with which they

are familiar, the breeds that they " know " and can write about

understandingly, and if properly edited, it would make a valuable

work that would find its way into the hands of every fancier.

HosEA.

HOW TO MAKE IT PAY.

Not a few engage in the rearing of fine fo.vis from pure

love of such pets, and a desire to improve them, and others

combine these qualities with a desire to make them, profita-

ble. If, my friend, you combine the first two traits, the last

will be sure to follow, and in that way, and that only, can

you "make it pay." In starting out with a new variety, do not

scan the columns of your poultry paper to see who offers that

variety for the smallest possible consideration, or who will send

you a nest of eggs for half the price for which reliable breeders can

afFord to dispose of them, but rather ascertain by careful inquiry

where the very best birds, or eggs, can be found of the variety you

are in want of. At the same time prepare yourself with a careful

and distinct knowledge of the particular variety yen wish to try,

and then by care in breeding and mating your stock you may

make your mark in the poultry fraternity of our country. If

managed properly, and above all commenced rii/ht, it does pay.

Do not try to do too much with too little room, and less means.

Do not over crowd. Remember "cleanliness is next to godliness,"

and It equally applies to your hennery, your parlor, or your person.

Do not expect too iiuch. Too many are led to believe that by a

system of mathematics they are to make their investments in

fowls pay 201.1 to 1000 per cent. They are led away by the "clap-

traps" of many would-be poultry men, who sec a fortune in

iigurts, but who never live to possess one.

One word to fanciers. In my travels among poultry men,

generally about the first question I am asked is, "Does it pay you

to advertise'" Yes, it does pay me. Careful, judicious ad-

vertising will pay under any circumstances. It is my rule in

business, (and I am largely engaged in mercantile pursuits, though

I ahvay-* 'livo'e a portion of every day to recreation, and that

recreation I take in caring for my poultry) to carefully compute

my business each month and devote a certain per cent, of the

mouth's receipts to defray advertising expenses of the month

ensuing. In my poultry business I devote ten percent, of each

month's receipts to advertising. For instance, my sales for one

month this year were upwards of five hundred dollars, and at the

end of the month the publishers, mi/ friends, were just as sure of

their ten per cent, (fifty dollars) as though it had been paid to

them. By this means I have progressed thus far, and my mark
is yet a long way ahead. It is a rule in my business not to pat-

ronize a man who does not advertise. I am afraid to do it, for

an advertiser has a reputation to project. The extent and

growth of advertising proves its popularity. I never knew a man
who tried it faithfully to refuse to repeat it or ever discontinue it.

Steady, uniform, and persistent advertising benefits every business

man under any and all circumstances. Breed well, feed well,

c.ire well, lovo well, adyert'se well, you must and will succeed.

—

KxcJtanfje.

{For Fanciers' Journal.)

sTHE DTJCK QUESTION.- -NO. 2.

BV J Y. EICKNELL.

The highest authorities in ornithology claim that all the varieties

of domestic ducks have a common origin in the wild Mallard.

This question we feel neither able nor anxious to discuss, but

shall dwell on such facts as we consider of most importance. No

class of domestic fowls stands higher with us than ducks. They

require little room by comparison, are easily kept, and if properly

fed, free from tendency to disease. A stream of water or a pond

is generally considered indispensable to their success ; but, al-

though with proper care either is of advantage, neither is a

necessity. With those who desire to keep ducks the only ques-

tion is" have you room for them %" If you have a small yard you

can keep one pair, and the number may be increased according to

the siac of your range. If they have their liberty and have access

to a stream or pond a large number may be kept. In such a case

the breeding stock should have their liberty, and when laying, fed

onli/once a day, and that at night, when they will invariably re-

turn for their evening meal, and can be housed and the eggs,

which are de])osited at aliotit daybreak, can be secured. Never over-

feed. If they have access to streams and marshy fields where natural

food abounds, very little other food is required. Better not feed

at all in this case, than feed too much, for they easily put on fat

and become unfertile. Alw.ays give them their liberty as early in

the morning as possible, for then is their best time to procure food.

In case the number of eggs is not equal to the number of ducks,

each duck should be caught and an external examination of the

lower part of the body by carefully passing upward where the

perfect egg should be, will show whether the egg is there or not.

All that are minus the eggs should be let out, and the others re-

tained till they have laid. While ducks are furnishing eggs,

when they arc moulting and especially when they are confined in

yards, the principal amount of food furnished them should be

cooked mush, the same as will be recommended hereafter for

ducklings. Insect or animal food is of vast importance to both

ducks .and ducklings. If this is furnished them in the shape of

refuse meat, worms, or insects, it will increase the supply of eggs

in the former and produce astonishing growth in the latter.

If the above rules are observed, success may be expected

whether water is abundant or not. Domestic ducks do not pair

cflF like wild ones, and only one kind can be kept on ihc same run

without danger of crossing. It is not safe to keep two kinds with-

in a mile of each other on the same stream, unless some obstruc-

tion will prevent them from coming together. If a neighbor

keeps mongrel or common ducks, furnish him with a drake like

your own, or you will be in danger. A very low fence is all that

is required to keep them within bounds, for, although they are

great foragers, they are clumsy and not inclined to scale a fence

if only two feet in height.

We never allow more than from two to four ducks with one

drake, yet we are not certain but that twice that number may be

safely given him, never having risked it.

2 2 bt continued.

(For Fanciers' .Journal.)

RAMBLES IN NEW ENGLAND.
BY OUR STAFF CORRESPONDENT.

During the past few weeks business has called us into many of

the great centres of chickendom in New England, and we are

pleased to note the genial warmth and hospitality with which we

are received by the " men who raise chickens " in every part of

the country. By the way, speaking of raising chickens, we recent-

t or other business,* Absence froDi home, and procrastination (

; the causes of delay sioce our first.
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ly called on our friend Rogers, at We.tliersficld, Conn. We found

liim putting Iiis original ideas into practice—for on a small yard

not forty feet square, he had over five liundred Light Brahma
chicks of all ages, from five days to five months old

—

in perfect

haillli—rearing them by his new meihod—taking them from the

hen when forty-eight hours old—and placing them in his "artificial

mothers," and as they grow larger, changing them into coops of

greater size ; rearing them, and successfully too, in these confined

quarters until they are large enough to use for broilers, or at the age

of three or four months to turn out with the full grown fowls.

Mr. Rogers' theory is, that they thrive better in conjinenmit than if

allowed to run at large ; of course he provides every possible vari-

ety of food for tliem—green grass and vegetables, chopped meat

and bones—and everything the appetite of a chicken cculd

wish. When we were shown his yard of early chickens, two

hundred in a coop ten feet square, and a yard only a trifle larg-

er, with its "five story feeding trough "(a curiosity of itself

)

built with a platform in front of a long trough, or feed bo.x, and

one above the other so that the whole two hundred chickens could

eat at one time, and not get into each others way, or crowd away

the weak ones. We really thought he was practically demonstrat-

ing that his theory was a decided success. Mr. Rogers is quite an

inventor, having brought out many well-known agricultural im-

])lements that have been in use for years. We left him with an

impression on our mind that his idea if carried out as he does it,

with the same amount of time and attention, the same rigid adher-

ence to order and cleanliness, might under similar circumstances

be made equally successful.

In our travels about tlie country we are led to believe that the

interest in improved fowls is steadily growing. On every side we

find that farmers as well as fanciers are giving more attention to

it, and this season are raising a much larger number of chickens

than in any previous year. We are pleased to note this steady im-

provement, and healthy growth ; it indicates that the poultry jour-

nals of the country are doing their allotted duty in educating the

people in this most pleasant of out door occupations.

We note the fact that new societies are being formed in every

section, and there are very few large towns that has not their local

"Poultry Club." The present indications are that the coming

exhibition season is to be a very successful one. Fanciers gener

ally tlnoughout the country have been very successful in securing

fine early chickens, and are already selecting the would-be prize-

winners for BuH'alo, Boston, Hartford, and other large shows to

be held the coming season.

One word to tliose who have choice fowls to dispose of, and yet

do not find a ready sale. The cause is easily ascertained : They
i>o NOT ADVERTISE. We meet parties every day who say, "our

^ales are few," why ? Their advertising is confined to some local

]iaper, or "half and half" agricultural sheet. If you wish to in-

crease sales, patronize those papers devoted to your specialties, and

in doing so, remember the Fakcieks' Jocrkal.

NON-SITTERS.

ANSWER TO JOHNNE RET.

Our non-sitters are varieties of fowls that seldom or never show

any inclination to sit. For instance, we may have yards contain-

ing from ten to twenty fowls each of non-sitters, viz. : Hamburgs,

Leghorns, Polaiids, Spanish, and the French breeds, and it is

only occasionally that one will become broody. Some yards may
have from one to half a dozen during the season, and others none.

I find occasionally a broody one in every variety of non-sitters

from a Hamburg to a Houdan, and that is no evidence of im-

purity or that any cross has been introduced. We have had

uncommon warm weather hero this season and I find more broody

non-sitters than ever before. Perhaps warm weather has some

cfl\ct on them. I am sure I have more of an inclination to sit

(in the shade) when the thermometer runs from eight to ten above
90 than at other times.

I never dare trust one of these fowls with a clutch of eggs, for,

although she may prove to be a good mother, she is more likely to

quit her nest prematurely and apt to be nervous and a very poor

mother. J. Y. B.

A PREVALENT DISEASE AMONG POULTRY.
I have just been reading some interesting articles in "The

Feathered World"* {Die Gejiederte Welt), and take the liberty

to send you a translation of some comniunicatious on a disease

which has given serious trouble to many breeders in our own land.

I apprehend that what the German writers here call disease of the

eyes (Augenkrankheit) is the same as, or similar to, what we call

roup. I will send you the first and last of these communications

only, as the others are not specially important. The first ap-

peared in " The Feathered World" of Sept. Ibth, and is as fol-

lows:

SICKNESS IN THE POULTRY YARD.

FRO.VI F. ESSMANN.

In my yards, which are stocked with somewhat valuable fowls,

there has lately appeared a di.^ease which was previously unknown

to me, and by which I have suffered considerable loss. It appears

as follows :

At first the fowl is attacked by a catarrhal cold, the nostrils

become closed, then loss of appetite and weakness ensiics, accom-

panied by a rattling in the throat. In the mean time the eyes have

become much swollen, generally closing so as to entirely exclude

the light, and when this stage of the disease is reached the fowl soon

dies. At first I feared that some good neighbor had a hand in

this play, or that the sickness had entered my yard by a Ban-

tam cock which I had recently bought, and which died soon after.

But after having guarded the rest of my fowls from any possibil-

ity of being tampered with, and, in warm rooms, protected thera

from all liabiliiy to sudden colds, I slill find that the trouble has

not abated, but rather increased.

Can you in any way inform nie as to the origin of this disease,

or its lemcily '.' Unless 1 can receive some aid, I fear the loss of

my whole stock.

The editor of " The Feathered World " called the attention of

its readers to this article, and in some following numbers, a few

.answers were given ; but none which threw sullicicnt li^''' >'ti the

sulycct to warrant my sending them to you. In mean time, Hcrr

^;s^maIln had been treating his fowls by the advice of a fiiend, with

what success, his next communication, appeariug in " The Feath-

ered World" of November Ilth, will show.

THE DISEASE OF THE EYES IN POULTRY.
BY F. ESS.MANN.

Please allow me to give you more in detail the progress of the

disease among my fowls. The sickness is that described in

" Oetiel's Poultry Yard," as disease of the eyes. Immediately

after the appcaranie of my former communication in your paper,

an apothecary in Newstadt, C. Gaedcke, wiis so kind as to send

me several preparations lor its cure, consisting of oil, salve, and

pills. Of the oil, each patient received a leaspoonlul daily; the

salve was used for anointing the nostrils and eyes, and the

pills were given to the worst fowls every day. The latter ap-

peared to be chiefly intended to work upon the digestion. Besides

this treatment, the fowls received plenty of grain, chiefly barley,

and Iresb water several times a day. lu the course of eight days.

• " Die Gefiederte Welt " is a weekly paper publi.ihed in Berlin, by Dr. Karl
Russ, and devoted to the interests of bretding aud sailing poultry, birds, and
other pet stock.
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I was able to allow five of my dissascd hens to run at liberty; in

fourteen days the evil had nearly all disappeared, and now all my

fowls are in as good condition as Ijefore. I wish further to add

that during all this time, I kept the sick birds apart from the well

ones.

To this letter was appended the following article by the editor

of " The Feathered World."

In consideration of the fact that this disease to which our notice

has been called appears only too often in our poultry yards, we

give here the following account of it, with remedies, taken from

Oettel's noted work.

" The disease of the eyes is a new and unpleasant phenomenon

entirely unknown until within the past few years. It originates

chiefly in taking a sudden cold, changed water, and damp or

musty food. At first, a light white foam appears within the eye-

lids, which daily increases in consistency ; then the parts around

the eye become much swollen, the lids are closed, frequently

ulcerated and discharge a thick matter. All the juices of the body

are now drawn to this center, the consequences of which are

emaciation and death. According to homeopathic treatment,

simple aconite is given with good results, and llie earlier the

better. As an external remedy, white salve of zinc* may be used

at the same time by rubbing it into the eyes and nostrils. A weak

solution of white vitrol (Scbwefelsaurem Zinkoxyd) is also a good

wash, especially if applied at an early stage of the disease.

Besides these, the following is well recommended : After thor-

oughly cleansing the swollen eyes with fresh water (soft water is

the best), use a solution of culpri sulfuric! O.qj. Aquadestill.

25. Q. This is applied to the edges of the eyelids with a small

brush, and also a little is dropped into the eyes and allowed to

operate for a few minutes, when they are well washed out again

with pure water. A poultry breeder of much experience in France

recommends the following, which be has found effective in nearly

every case, whether applied in earlier or later stages of the

1 gramme.tWhite vitriol.

Opium (tinet. opii. spl.), - - - 2 "

Blue vitriol, - - - - - O.55 "

Quince and rose water, - - - 30 "

Camphor water, - - - -15"
And where solid matter was formed in the bill or throat

:

Honey of roses, - - - - 30 gramm.
Mauriate, - - - - . 4 drops.

Pulverized borax, - - - - 1 gramm.
Still another simple remedy is

:

30. Q Aqua destill.

0.0 5 Argent, nitr.

Quite recently an experienced pigeon breeder has recommended
herring pickle, one tea-spoonful every other day. This he has

given to pigeons afflicted with a similar disease, with the best

results. Fowls would probably need the same, given every day
and in larger doses."

I hope if any of my readers have fowls troubled with this

disease they will make a trial of some of these remedies offered

in Oettel's work referred to as authority by Dr. Euss, and com-
municate to you the results. I confess that the medical term-
inology in the above article is somewhat frightful to those

unacquainted with it, but I think that any skillful apothecary
would gladly come to their relief, if applied to. The Latin term-
inology I have allowed to stand as in the original article, only
translating German names, which would sound somewhat strange

to most of our dealers in medicines.

Very truly yours, W. G. Todd,

,

Poultry Review.

* Zinc-salve, probably what is called, in English nomenclature, butter of
zinc,

t The French gramme is equal to 15.4325 graina troy

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

MORE ABOUT PRIZE AWARDS.
JULY 21, 1876.

Mr. J. M. Wade :

Dear Sir :—I wish to add my mite to the already strong effort

that is being made for reform in the number of prizes offered by

our ])Oultry societies, and the manner of awarding them. I quite

agree with you when you say that three prizes in each class at our

poultry shows are sufficient ; indeed, in my opinion, two prizes in

each class at some of the smaller shows are all that should be

awarded, unless there are more good birds shown than is gener-

ally the case. There are, no doubt, many exhibitors who would

rather carry home a third premium, or even high commendation,

than receive no notice whatever, but I fnil to find anyone who is

benefited by receiving a third or lower prize. We do not find in

our poultry periodicals any advertisements of third premium

owls, and in these days of great rivalry between amateur as well

as professional breeders, there are few who are willing to purchase

a third premium bird when first or second premium stock may
be bad for a very little more money ; and the purchaser of eggs for

hatching will, in all cases, send his orders to the owners, or adver-

tisers, of first premium stock, when the prices charged are the

same, and they generally are.

We need reform in the manner of awarding prizes. The revised

Standard has some defects, but nevertheless it is the best guide

breeders have ever had, and if we all try to follow it we ought to

have our birds judged conscientiously by it, and our progress

honestly reported. It is also necessary that the judj:ing of fowls

at our shows should be done with as much uniformity as possible,

to the end that winning a premium should mean the same thing

in one section that it does elsewhere. The truth is, that in many
shows ])rize3 are altogether too cheap, and to illustrate this point

I will give a bit of my experience :

Early this season I bad need of a cock for one of my j-ards,

having lost a very good stock bird, and I corresponded with sev-

eral advertisers of " first premium " fowls of the breed in which I

am the most interested. One party offered to sell me a cock

which had won second prize at , second prize at ,

and first prize at , &c. I was of course tempted by this

grand display, especially when I found that the published reports

of those shows tallied with my correspondent's statement. I next

inquired how many points the bird scored, and the reply opened

my eyes some :
" I do not know exactly, but he figured ahoul 70

points." I had a cockerel in my own yard at the time that would

crawl a good deal further up the scale than that, but he was not

good enough to suit me, and I did not want to breed from him,

neither did I, yet here was a man advertising " first premium "

stock, and no doubt selling eggs from it, whose first premium bird

scored " aJ)out 70 points." It seems to me that no bird should be

awarded first, second, or third premium, unless it figures 90, 85,

or 80 points respectively. It might sometimes happen, if this rule

was put in operation, that the winners of all three prizes would

score more than 90 points each, with, perhaps, only a point's dif-

ference between any two. Or, the specimens shown in a class

might be so poor that no bird could be found to score 80 points.

In the latter case, of course, no premium would be awarded, and

it would be far better for a society to keep its premiums, than to

throw them away on fowls that cannot score 80 points.

The old system of scoring by the Standard, and awarding prizes

by comparison, is vicious, and it fills some yards with first prem-

ium birds when they do not merit the distinction. By adopting

a single rule, any poultry association can make a premium

awarded at one of its shows mean something more than a heading

for an advertisement, and a snare for the inexperienced purchaser

of fowls, or eggs for hatching.

Yours truly, Fanwood.
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THE EXHIBITION DORKING-—NO- 11-

BY T. C. BURNELL.

The Dark Dorking Hen should be similar in shape to the

cock, with a square, broad, and lengthy body set on short legs.

The comb, if single, should be large and falling to one side, a

small upright comb being a great eyesore. By some it was

thought impossible to breed cocks with upright combs from hens

whose combs fell over, but this fallacy was contradicted by Mr.

Hewitt in the Journal of HorlicuUure for June, 1867, and I copy

his notes, which will be interesting and instructive to many. Mr.

Hewitt says :
—" In giving my opinion as to the formation of the

comb of a Grey Dorking hen, I quite agree that the comb should

be of moderate size, well serrated, and hanging over the face on

one side. The theory propounded of breeding from what is com-

monly known as a 'prick-combed' Grey Dorking hen has been

again and again attempted, but I never yet knew a single individ-

ual who persisted in the experiment a second year, for disappoint-

ment was the invariable issue, and the chickens thus produced

proved utterly useless for exhibition. Anyone purposing to breed

Dorkings I would strongly advise to mate together a cock having

a perfectly upright comb with hens whose combs fold and then

turn over the face, it matters not on which side. He will then

find, if well-bred stock birds, that all his chickens will have combs

exactly of the some formation as the parent birds. In Spanish

fowls the same rule again holds good. It is only great age or

want of health and condition that will cause the combs of either

Spanish or Dorking cocks to fall over if they are truly-bred birds.

In the latter case it very frequently happens that restored consti-

tution causes the comb to become again as exact and firmly fixed

as ever. The different formation of the comb is in the breeds re-

ferred to simply characteristic of sex, as in the mane of a lion or

the antlers of a buck."

As regards the color of a Dark Dorking hen a good deal of

latitude is allowed, provided the general appearance of the bird

is of a ricli dark color. Whatever a few may say to the contrary,

it is impossible to ignore the fact that the old Brown and Light

Grey birds do not now meet with favor either from judges or ex-

hibitors
;
partly owing to the fact that the Dark hens handle the

best from being more tightly feathered, and partly because they

present a more attractive appearance to the eye. My taste inclines

in the hen to a jet-black neck hackle and tail, the back and wings

being of a dark gray color, and each feather spangled at the ends

with a darker marking, the shaft of each feather being distinctly

white.

This latter feature is invariably found in all good Dorking

hens, and adds very much to the general appearance by contrast-

ing with the dark feathers. With a black hackle I like to see a

salmon-colored breast, bnt the hackle is often striped with white,

and the breast color may be of any tinge from light salmon to

dark chocolate, as long as it does not present a washed-out ap-

pearance.

Color is far more difScult to obtain than size. The latter may be

obtained by good and judicious feeding and breeding from large-

sized birds not too nearly related ; but nothing will bring color

unless it is in the strain. Beginners are apt to think that all they

have to do is to buy a couple of good hens and a highly-commend

cd cockerel at a large show, and to breed from them ; but this will

nine times out of ten end in failure, unless the cock comes from

good strain ; as, no matter how dark and good the hens are, if

the cock be not also bred from dark-colored birds it is impossible

to say what the chickens will turn out. Before buying a cockerel

to breed from, I like to see what the stock hens of the yard are

like. It is very bad policy to take the show birds as a sample, as

these have very likely been bred by some one else. Though the

darker-colored cocks as a rule are most likely to breed dark chick-

ens, this is by no means a certainty, and we shall never know

what our chickens are to be like unless we know for certain that

the cock comes of a good strain.

The principal defects to avoid in a Dark Dorking hen, in addi-

tion to what I have alluded to when speaking of the cock, are

upright comb and " sooty " feet, the latter being much commoner

in the hens than in the cocks, as also are white earlobes. A red

or rusty color on the wings is also to be avoided.

Dorking eggs are white and unusually large. The chickens

when hatched are very pretty, and should be uniform in appear-

ance, with a broad dark band down the center of the back, and

with two narrow white stripes on each side of it. As a rule the

little chickens with the broad band of color down the back of a

sound dark tinge are more likely to make dark chickens ; and

even from the very best birds it will be futile to expect more than

two or three in a brood to reach the required standard of shape,

size, comb, color, and feet, while not one bird in a thousand is

perfect in every respect.

The best of rearing a number of Dorking chickens is, that the

" wasters "—birds which can never pass muster—are at the very

best for the table when at about ten weeks old, and should then

weigh from 2^ to 3 lbs. each. I constantly weigh my chickens,

and find that cockerels at two months old should weigh from 2J

to '2\ lbs. if they are ever to be the heroes of a show pen. At

four and a half months old 7 lbs. is a fair weight, and at six

months many weigh 9 lbs., and some 10 lbs. I, of coarse, allude

to show specimens ; but a cock weighing 10 lbs., if dark and per-

fect, is likely to win many prizes, as is a hen of 8^ lbs. These

weights are mentioned only for the sake of comparison, and birds

may generally be made 2 or 3 lbs. heavier by fattening ; but this

would be worse than useless, as birds now are never weighed, and

it is frame and bone which carry the day.

It is impossible to give a standard of points of any real use, as

judges will always differ as to the amount to be allowed for con-

dition, nor vdW they agree as to the relative value of shape, size,

and color ; but the following scale gives my own idea on the sub-

ject. Allowing one hundred marks for a bird perfect in size and

every fancy point, I would deduct the following marks for the fol-

lowing defects :

—

Want of shape, - - from 5 to 25 points.

Want of size, - - - " 5 to 25 "

Bad color, - - - " 5 to 15 "

Badly-formed feet and toes, - " 2 to 15 "

Defective comb in hen, - " 1 to 5

Defective comb in cock, - " 2 to 10 "

Sooty feet, - - - " 2 to 15 "

Slight bumble foot, - - "10 to 20 "

Spur rather outside (cock), - " 15 to 20

Absence of white shaft from the

hen's feathers, - - " 5 to 10 "

Want of condition, - - " 15 to 25 "

White ear lobe, - - " 1 to 3 "

All deformities, bad bumble feet, spurs eight outside, and very

dark feet are fiital disqualifications, and I think badly-crooked

breastbones should be so too.

A perfect and complete marriage is, perhaps, as rare as perfect

personal beauty. Meti and women are married fractionally, now

a small fraction, then a large fraction. Very few are married

totally, and they are only after some forty or fifty years of grad-

ual approach and experiment. Such a long and sweet fruit is a

complete marriage that it needs a very long summer to ripen in,

and then a long winter to mellow and season in. But a really

happy marriage of love and judgment between a noble man and

woman is one of the things so very handsome that if the sun

were, as the Greek poets fabled, a god, he might stop the world

in order to feast his eyes with such a spectacle.

—

Theodore Parker.
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DESPATCHES BY CARRIER PIGEON.

THE BIRD ANDREW JACKSON MAKES 149 MILES IN TWO HOURS

AND THIRTY-TWO MINUTES.

A preliminary trial of speed between carrier pigeons was com-

tncncetl to-day (July 6th) from Scinnton.Pa., in view of the great

contest which is to take place this mouth, within a distance of 190

miles from this city. Scranton is 149 miles from this city. The

first pigeon, Andrew Jackson, arrived here at 11.32 a. m., having

left Scranton at nine o'clock. The following statement tells its

own story :

—

Special Despatch by Carrier Pigeon to the Telegram.

Office of the Republican,
(

Scranton, Pa., July 6, 1876.
)

A thrilling affair occurred at Dunmore, a short distance from
this city, on the morning of the Fourth, when a young woman
named Jennie Dorman, eighteen years of age, was blown to death
at the mouth of a cannon with which her brother, a small boy, was
celebrating the day. The lad filled the weapon with a heavy charge
of powder, broken bricks, pieces of tin, &c., and just as he touched
a match to it his sister happened to pass in front of it, and receiv-

ed the entire charge in the side. The charge produced a ghastly
wound, exposing the unfortunate girl's entrails. She lingered in

great agony for three hours, when death relieved her of her suffer-

ing. J. E. Barrett.
This dispatch was sent by a carrier-pigeon named "Andrew

Jackson," belonging to Mr. Van Opstal, of No. 4 Lewis street,

of New York, who transmitted it at once to the Telegram. Mr.
Van Opstal's bird was released with the message at nine o'clock

this morning from the tower of the Republican building in compa-
ny with five other birds of the Antwerp breed, belonging to Mr.
Waefelaer, of Hoboken, N. J.—N. Y. Telegram.

JOTTINGS.
instinct op yodng pigeons.

Sometimes when a young pigeon gets old enough to feel an
inclination to mate, he may be observed picking up sticks and
straws, holding his head back as he tries to get a firmer hold of

one, and perhaps, even flj ing with it from the ground to the roof,

or from the floor of the loft to a roost, where, after apparently

playing with it for a moment, he drops it. His actions are similar

to those of a bird who is building a nest, though he has no use
whatever for his burden but to drop it. This is almost comical,

and is interesting as being an act prompted by instinct, and of

the utmost importance when usually practiced, but of no use in

certain individual instances. A hen scratching a board for worms,
is another example. It would seem as if there were a connection
between the desire for a mate and family, and the act of picking up
sticks, and shows that the act itself is gratifying to the bird.

tobacco stems as a remedy for vermin.

Some one has recommended that tobacco-stems be provided for

pigeons to use in building their nests. The suggestion is not a

new one, and I believe I half-tried them a few years ago. But

this year, after some of my young birds had become very lonsey,

I threw into the loft tobacco-stems cut into pieces four or five

inches in length. They were immediately made use of by the

pigeons, and the result was, that, though there may be lice upon

the old birds and about the loft, none of the nestlings have ap-

peared to be in the least annoyed. I advise all to try it whose

lofts are infested. P. B.

SHIFTING YOUNG PIGEONS.

Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir.—I will relate an incident that I think is not

common among fanciers. I have a pair of Blue wing Turbits

that I prize very highly, and in my absence from home they left

the loft and built their nest in the crib, being there exposed to

danger in various ways, with no place in the loft that I could

shift the eggs. I put them under a Turtle dove that had built on

an apple tree in my orchard, and threw their (the doves') eggs

away. They sat on them twelve days, and one egg hatched,

the other was addled. The young bird grew very nicely till it

was six days old, then it began to require more food than the

doves gave it. Not wishing to lose it, I then took it to the

loft and placed it under a pair of black barbs that had been sitting

on eggs two weeks, and by shifting it is doing finely.

Jno. W. Wampleb.

IjEP" S.

Some one asked the elder Dumas for his autograph. " My au-

tograph !" he cried ; "you can find plenty of them floating about

in the shape of notes, and you will know that they are genuine by

their being all protested."

Ked Ink.—The following recipe for a beautiful red ink is given

by Metra, of Paris : Dissolve 25 parts, by weight, of saffranin in

500 parts warm glycerine, then stir in carefully 500 parts alcohol

and an equal quantity of acetic acid. It is then diluted with 9,000

parts water, in which is dissolved a little gum arable.

—

Scientific

American.

One of the hoy reformers, in a speech a few evenings since,

made this remark : "I have three good reasons for keeping the

pledge not to use tobacco : First because I am to have $5 at the

end of the year ; second because I have pledged myself not to use

it, and third—the strongest motive of all—because I'll get a whip-

ing if I don't keep it !" It is unnecessary to say that the speech

was applauded.
»-»-•

" Eddykashun.—Jake was heard calling across the fence to

his neighbor's son, a colored youth who goes to school at the At-

lanta colored university :

" Look hyar, boy, you goes ter school, don't yer V
" Yes, sir," replied the boy.

" Gittin' eddykashun aint yer ?"

"Yes, sir."

" Larnin' rithmetick and figgorin' on a slate, eh?"

"Yes, sir."

" Well, it don't take two whole days to make a hour, do it ?

"

" W'y, no I" exclaimed the boy.

" You was gwine ter bring dat hatchit back in an hour warn't

ye?"
" Yes, sir."

" An' it's been two days sence yer borrowed it. Now what

good's eddykashun gwine to do you thick-skulled niggers when yer

go to school a whole year and den can't tell how long it takes to

fotch back a hatchit."
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJVT.
ADVERTISING.

We recently reduced our advertising rates. to ten cents per line,

each insertion, and we trust that with the opening of the fall sea-

son, to see our advertising columns well filled. We are repeatedly

assured by our patrons that in no other way do they reap so great

a benefit as they do in the use of the columns of the Fancieks'

JouKKAL. We are gratified to know this, and intend to make it in

the future doubly so.

We make no extravagant assertions, but are willing the past

should speak for itself. Our advertising columns during the busy

season, show who the " live men " of the fancy are ; and our "ex-

change columns," clearly prove that this, too, is a popular means

of advertising at a very low rate. We have recently added a

" book exchange," where for the trifling sum of ten cents any-

body can exchange any book he has, or secure any book he may
wish to, and " all for ten cents."

We are in daily receipt of letters from every part of the country,

mentioning the unusual good success that Fanciers have experi-

enced this season in getting out fine flocks of chickens. We predict

that they will be heard from during the coming exhibition season,

and that a greater number of really meritorious birds will be

shown than in any previous year. A large number of early

broods have been successfully reared, and these birds are now
in such a state of maturity as to render it an easy matter to select

a few extra choice ones, on which to expend a little care in further

developing them for the show pen. Fanciers who give their time

and personal attention to it will surely be well repaid, and

every appearance now indicates that new life and energy is to be

infused into the business (or rather pleasure) of raising fine fowls

and improving them.

Cof^F^ESpOfJDEfJCE.

irish setters.

Centreville, Q. a. Co., Md., |

July 20th, 1876.
J

Dear Sir :—Will you do me the favor to give the information

I am about to request. I wish to know if you can give me any

authority of a true Irish setter being black. I have a dog of

that color, which was represented to me as being of the Irish

strain ; it has been suggested to me that I am deceived, on ac-

count of the color. . H. D. G.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfro

—The steamer Bessemer, built with the view of preventing sea-

sickness, has proven a gigantic failure. It has been purchased by
an iron merchant of Leeds, who will take out the engines and
"dispose of the rest of the vessel"—for "old iron," we presume.

Considering what a vast sum of money it cost to build this

vessel, its fate is indeed ignominious. As a naval architect,

Bessemer is not a success.

—Glass covered lead.—The Chinese are masters of a process

which so far as we know, is not practised by any other people,

for covering plates of sheet lead with thin layers of colored glass.

With these sheets the domes and sides of their temples are plated,

giving them a singularly lustrous and gorgeous appearance. Spec-

imens of this glass-coveied lead are in the hands of French man-
ufacturers, who hope to discover the secret of the process.

—The Weaver Bird's nest.—This pretty creature thus con-

trives to elude its enemy, the squirrel : It weaves its nest of hay,

closely entwined, and in form like a steeple hive, with many
winding passages, round the various moutlis of which are formed
penthouses, or rims, to carry off the rain. This structure is

suspended by a thread so slender that the squirrel, how ever

wistfully he may gaze on his prey within, dare not put his nose

into it for fear of a tumble, while at the same time, the little bird

pops in and out, perfectly secure.

The compensations of nature show reason. It is not reason in

the brute creation. It must be the reason of the Creator.

—A Puzzled Pike.—In the great aquarium at Brighton, Eng-
land, a pike was introduced among the trout and other fish. At
first its behavior was quiet and commendable, but after a while

the discovery was made that it had a great fondness for the trout

—such an extreme liking, indeed, that it did nothesitatcto chase,

catch and eat them. Various plans wei'e tried to stop the havoc
it made, all of which failing, a plate glass partition was inserted

in the aquarium between it and tlie trout. The trout watched its

former companion swimming around on the other side of the

glass, and darting at them with great velocity, succeeded in bump-
ing its nose violently against the thick plate. Evidently wonder-
ing what was the matter, it repeated the experiment several times,

until, convinced that there must be something wrong, it reluct-

antly ceased its efforts.

—A Canary Bird Saves a House from Fire.—A few nights

since, Mrs. George Bockius, Little Britain, Lancaster county, was
awakened by unusually loud screams and cries from her canary bird,

whose cage hung in the kitchen. Arousing her husband they both

listened for a few moments when a noise was heard as of the fall

of the cage to the floor and Mr. Bockius hastened down stairs.

On arriving at the kitchen he found the room on fire, the flames

having spread around the ceiling and burned off the string that

secured the bird cage. By the application of water Mr. Bockius
succeeded in subduing the fire which is supposed to have origina-

ted from a lingering spark from the previous day'sironing fire, lodged

somewhere about the ironed clothing. Considerable clothing was
destroyed. The house was undoubtedly saved from destruction

by the expiring cry of the pet bird.

—

Oxford Press,

—A Paradise for Lovers of Fish.—St. Augustine, Florida,

the oldest city in the United States, is remarkable for the variety

and beauty of its fish. Every description of salt water fish is

caught there, from the Jew fish, which supplies the place of our

Northern halibut, and the grouper, like our cod, to the whipray,

with a body like a flounder and a tail seven feet long, tapering from
an inch in diameter to less than an eighth at the small end.

The mutton or hog fish is a delicate, fine-grained fish, and is con-

sidered the best fish for boiling ; in weight it runs from five to

twenty-five pounds. The grouper is generally used for baking,

stewing or chowders. The dolphin, king fish, Sjianisb mackerel,

bonito and rock-fish are the largest, running from fifty to one
hundred pounds. The Jew is cut into steaks and fried like halibut,

and in weight often reaches 600 pounds. Turtles are caught
weighing as much as .500 pounds, the price being generally five

to six cents per pound

—

American Grocer.

—A discovery, the importance of which cannot at present be

fully estimated, was made a few weeks since, on the river bank, not.

far below the city. Deposits of native mercury were found and
the fact communicated to Dr. Arraand Merceir, President of the

Athtneum, who appointed a commission to make an investiga-

tion of the matter. This commission is still at work and has not

yet rendered a report of their proceedings. Deposits of the metal

in its globular form have been detected in St. James and St.
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Cliarles parishes, noticeiibly on the Drouet plantation in tlie lat-

ter piiri.-^li, and in cverv instanoi-, liotli in ihe cliiycy soil of the

river bank ami in the inteiior, only a fuw feet lielow the suiluee.

'1 hese (luvclo|inicnls have led I'o ilie belief tliat mereiiry exists

in hirjie quantilius in the State, ami its eolleetion and puriHeinion

may lieeome an ini|.ortant In iineb of industry. Loam containing

iniT<iir\ may be worked to advantage when the percentage amounts

10 three or four pounds per ton.

Althongh the metal is usually found in the shales of the Silurian

period, and in taleose and argillaceous slates, it is frequently

obtained from alluvial deposits, as in the case of lliianeaveliea, in

] 'era, where it has been found to the amount of 60ii poimds in

digging a ditch six feet in depth, and in the tertiary marls and

conglomerates, as at Montpelier, France.

The metal has a high value in medicine and the arts, and

where it is gathered in a native form the operatons of pmilication

are comparatively simple.—A'^. 0. Picai/iine, June 2i, 1876.

—What a Spidkr Taught the Biiuci-:—Robert Rruce, the

hero king of Scotland, weariid by the toils of many battles, and

disheartened by disaster and deleat, lay one night in the barn ot

a loyal cottager.

In the morning, his head still reclining on the pillow of straw,

lie beheld a spider climbing up a beam of the root. It fell to the

ground, but immediately re-commenced the ascent. The hero be-

coming interested in the movements of the insect, ob^crvcd it at-

tentively.

Again and again it fell to the floor, only to renew its attempts

immediately after each succeeding failure. Twelve times the in-

sect was bafHed in its endeavor, but the thirteenth trial was crown-

ed with success. The king starting from his couch exclaimed,
" This poor in.sect has taught me jierseverance I I will imitate its

example; have I not been twelve times defeated by the enemies of

my country 1 On one fight more hangs the independence of Scot-

land." In a few days the thirteenth trial was made ; it was the

glorious battle of Bannockburn. The thistle had saved Scotland

from the Dane, the spider from the English.

J. M. McCann.

—Story of a Robin.—Pretty stories are told of robins. The
following, from Unr Dumb Aniiiiuls, is true, and shows how little

robins are trained and educated to fly :

The poor liitle robin looked so miserable and helpless that, out
of pure compassinn, we bouglit the bird, and put it into a cage
to keep it out of the way of cats, intending, so soon as it should
be able to fly, to let it loose. It was just able to ho)) about. It

ate a little, but seemed drooping and melancholy, and no doubt
missed the diet of worms which its parents had hitherto jirovidcd

for it. Aft r we had had it two or three days, the cage was )ilaccd

outside upon the terrace, with the door open, and we watched to

see what Hobby would do ; but, almost before he had time to do
anything, a large robin lit upon the terrace at some distance from
the cage, and then advanced cautiously towards it. The little one
]ireSBnily hojiped out, and then the old one began to fly a very
short distance, waiting lor the little one to come up with it, and
then starting again for another short fly.

liobby improved perceptibly after a few attempts. We sup-
posed that that was the last we should see of him. but when afier

noon came, he returned to his cage and the old bird departed.
The following day the cage was again placed outside ; theoldrol)in
made his appearance and gave Kobby another lesson in rather
longer flights, but he was not able to get as hiu'h as the boughs of
tlie tre.s, and he returned to his cage in the afternoon. The next
day, and the next, the same thing occurred, the flights becoming
longer and bolder. At last one bright day, Roljby's education
being completed, I sujipose, he flew away.

—Paraffin as a Manure and Insecticide.—An interest

ing discovery has been made by a Scotch farmer, which promises
to be of immense importance to agriculturists and horticulturists
generally. Du-.ing some attempts to destroy various pests of the
garden, the gentUman in question, who records his experiences in

a Scotch paper, hit upon petroleum or paraffin with the following
valuable restdts. Finding his peas and beans, when sown, de-
voured by rat> and mice, he soaked the seed, prior to planting, iti

paraftin, and was rewarded by seeing them untouched by the ver-
min and uninjured by the novel treatment ; on the contrary, every
)iea and bean germinated, and the crop was enormous. Stakes
5l't. and 6ft. high wereinsuflicient to sup|iort the abundant growth,
and other mea-nres had to be adopted to keep up the plants
t.)iMous and turnips wi re secured against the attacks of maggot
and fly by watering between the rows with a mixture of two ounces
of paraffin to si.x gallons of water. This had the effect of destroy
ing and keeping oS' ti.esc destructive pests, and at the same time

of greatly stimulating the growth of the roots, the quality and
quantity of which were immensely increased by this treatment.

The writer suegest.s that paraffin might he mixed with dry earth

and subsi quei tly sjirinklcd over the soil, as gnano, which would
render its application more easy on a large scale than by watering

with a diluted mixture of oil and water. Its fertilizing properties,

he thinks, would be found to be equally well developed, and its

u.ses as a destroyer of insects, beetles, wireworm, rats and mice,

ami other pests would be just as great. For watering plants

aflected with blight, or vines with phylloxera, aiul similar pur-

jioses, a very weak solution should be used, and will be Ibund per-

liictly eflfeetiial.

To protect seeds about to be sown it is simply necessary to

soak them for twelve hours in paraflin ; they are not injured by the

oil, and the flavor and smell imparted to them are such as to ef-

fectually prevent birds as well as animals and insects from touch-

ing them.

The jiroportion of two wineglassfnls of paraffin to six gallons

of water is recommended for application as a manure to green
vegetables of all kinds. Onions and carrots should be watered

with it when one inch long.

How flowers are aflected we arc not told. I shall certainly

make some experiments in this direction and see if such beneficnil

eflFects cannot be .secured in the rearing of plants. There seems
no reason why this should not be the ctise. For the present I

will quote the following instance of the eft'ects of the manure on
peas: "A friend tells me that, hearing of my experiment, be sowed
four rows of peas, in contiguous rows; before sowing the seed,

he divided it, sjirinkling one half with paraffin oil, and soaking

the other part for a night in paraffin oil, when those that were
sprinkled grew to l.iin. high, the soaked peas were 4ft. in bight."

—C. E. F. In the Country.

—The Cruelty to Animals Bill.—According to the "Brit-
ish Medical Journal," the following important memorandum has
been prepared by some ol our most competent authorities with
reference to Clause 5 of the Cruelty to Animals Bill now before

Parliament, by which catsimd dogs are exempt from experiments :

1. Cats and dogs are the only flesh-eating, wann-biooded ani-

mals available for the purpf^ses of experiment in England. Agree-
ing in this respect with man, these animals (and especially the dog)
resemble him also in the functions of digestion, assimilation, se-

cretion, and generally in the chemical processes of life. For in-

stance, inhalation of carbonic oxide produces diabetes in the dog,

but has no such efpect on the rabbit. Again, the bile in the dog
differs in composiiiou from that in vegetable feeders ; and without
experiments on this animal it is useless to attempt to extend our
knowledge of the aeion . f the liver by direct observation, so as to

apply it to human physiology and medicine. Moreover, the brain

in cats and dogs is constructed on the same (convoluted) type as

in man. This is not the ease with rabbits and guinea pigs, the

only other small mammals which can be readily prorured. II.

Morbid processes in cats and dogs resemble those of man far more
closely than do those of rabbits or any other animal available for

expenment Thus: I. Tuberculosis is so readily excited in ro-

dents that experiments with a view to the prevention or cure of
this disease must be made on other animals, by way of check, be-

fore application to the case of man. 2. Cancer, on the other

hand, unknown in many animals, is common in dogs, and upon
them observations and experiments must be made, with a view to

ascertaining its true nature and treatment both in dogs and in men.
3. The process of fever is excited with difficulty in many ani-

mals ; hut in cats and dogs it is easily produced, and closely resem-

bles the same process in man in its relation to temperature, circula-

tion, &c. 4. Hydropholria must be studied in dogs and eats,

with a view to its prevention in these animals, and .«o removing
tiiis terrible disease Irom the list of human maladies. 5. The
same remark applies to various parasitic disea.scs—cutaneous ernp-

tions (favus and ringworm), and internal parasites (hydatids and
tapeworms), which are transmitted from dogs or cats to other do-

mestic animals, and to man himself. The experiments by which
the connection between tajieworms and bladder worms was estab-

lished, and so the means of preventing these diseases in man as-

certained, depended entirely on the possibility of performing them
on dogs. III. Cats and dogs are necessary for many experiments

on the action of remedies and poisons. Belladonna can be eaten
l.y rabbits with impunity ; opium has little effect on pigeons ; and
morphia has a very ditt'erent effect in rabbits and in frogs from
that which it has in man. In these and many other cases cats

and dogs approach much more closely to man in their suscepti-

bility to drugs. IV. Chloroform and chloral act efficiently, and
for an almost indefinite time, on cats ; and although chloroform is

apt to be fatal when fully given to dogs, they tiike ether exceed-

ingly well.
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S^\LL PeJ DEpA^F^J]VIEfJj

Ai\D YOUNG FOLKS^ CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PETS AND THE FATE OP SOME OF THEM.
BY HUOS.

No. 5. The Dog.

ITe that hiw nature in him must be grateful

;

'Tis tlie ('reator'a primary great law,

That liults the chaiu of beiugs to each ether."

It hos been said somewhere in these papers that the pet loving

charactcri.<tic is shared by individuals of other races than man.

A story has been told of a horse becoming so attached to a stable-

cat as to bo restless and uneasy during pussy's absence! The

house dog has been known to become on quite friendly, and even

looiiig terms with Tabby thecal, and a modern naturalist has found

in an ant's nest some well cared-for beetles which latter he tries to

miike us believe were the pets of the former ! Perhaps, but may
not the beetles be .scavengers ? Or may not the ants, like men, be

snpersiitionx, and, as with the ancient Egyptians, venerate and

worship a coleopterous insect ? Beit how it may, I will leave

the matter with my retiders, and beg their patience while I relate

the fate of a Dog who was the pet of a Lion.

Twcnty-Kve years ago there was a menagerie on Walnut St.,

near Ninth St., Philadelphia. The collection of .animals was very

large and valuable. Among other objects of interest there, were

the two Elephants, Virginins and Pizarro, who were, a season or

two later drowned in their keeper's endeavor to make them swim

across the Delaware river. There also was the Lion " Julius,"

the finest specimen of the African species at that time in the conn-

try.* I'here too was a dog, and this is how the lion made a pet

of him as well as made an end of him.

One dark, odd, November morning an iinder-keeper on opening

a door found on the outside of it, rolled up like a ball, the most

miserable locking specimen of dog hood he had ever set eyes upon

—a poor shivering, starving cur that hardly resembled any ani-

mal, whatever. The keejicr's first impulse was to toss the cur in-

to the street ; his second was to hand it over to the tender mercies

of some lion, tiger, or wild-cat, and finally into the cage of the

terrible Julius it went. Now Julius had done his share of " con-

trived murder." Having killed one keeper in Europe, and another

one here, it was supposed he would make quick work of dog^y.

Not so ! He merely smelt of him by way of finding out what

the ihliig was, and for a time took no further notice of him ; after

several hours had passed away, the keeper finding the dog still

safe, concluded he was in no more danger than Daniel was when

with the lions in the Zoo of Darius the Mede, in the good old city

of Bab} Ion ! It was noticed indeed, that the tail of Julius now

and then as time wore on, wagged an apparent welcome to the

dog. It seemed a case of " love at first sight," and that Julius

had taken him to his heart as a pet, which appeared the more prob-

able when feeding time came round. Then it was noticed that the

*.)DLius had been r-aised from a whelp as a pet of one of the small Princes of
Africa, trom whom he was purchased for Mr. .Jamrach, animal dealer, of Lon-
don, who sold him to a showman who had him trained for cage performances,
in his traveling menagerie.
One of his " cage performances" was, while in Edinburg, to tear his keeper

into shreds before any one could interfere in the poor man's behalf I The next
we hear of .Julius he was a member of Van Amburg's traveling troup, and in

due time was performing in Philadelphia.

About 18(50 he was the property ol Adam Forepaugh, and was again shown
in Philadelphia, when one day his traiter very foolishly undertook to put his

head in the aniuiars mouth. The brute did not seem to care about that kind
of work, and rtifu.^ed to open his mouth, when the trainer gave him a heavy
slap in the frtce. .Ju'ius opened his mouth now, but he was very ar.gry, and
when the daring keeptr had inserted his head between the brute's ponderous
jaws they clo.-ed on it with a force that crushed it as though it had been an
egg-*hell ! This terrilile perrnrui.-ince, not on the bills, was and is, the only in-

stiince of a lion having killed a man in this country. After this, Julius was
ouly shown—not acted with—and in August, 1874, while passing through New
.lersey on the way to New York, he died quite suddenly. liis age was at least

thirty-one years, lie wa^j the largest lion ever brought to the United States.

lion allowed the dog to nibble a morsel from the meat given him,

>md indeed, seemed to invite him in brute fashion to help liimself,

which the dog, being hungry, did quite freely. Thus passed the

first day, which tlie keeper thongbt would surely be theilog's last,

hut on the next morning to his great astonishment lay the two, fast

asleep, the dog curled up at the lion's feet, directly under his terri-

ble jaws!

At grub-time the action of the previous day was repeated, and

thus it went on from day to day, until the dog berame as much an

object of interest, almost as the lion, to the numerous visitors of

the menagerie.

But now comes the tragedy act. The dog from being petted

had grown proud, arrogant, in fact, actually insulting! He had

been pampered to such an extent that he now began to think he

ought to have a table to himself, and not be dependent, not even

upon a lion for his food !
" Was he not one of the show 1 was he

not admired too by all that gaping crowd V So one day the eur

had the temerity—when invited by the lion in the usual way to

dine with him—to throw up his pug nose, and disdainfully walk

off in a sulk, without .anythimg more than a sniif at the fresh beef

his friend the lion h.ad offered him.

Julius observed it, and seemed to think with Lear, " how sharp-

er th^n a serpents tooth it is to have a thankless child," and gave a

growl which seemed to say, " see here, my boy, don't do lliat loo

often. I was your friend when you had no other. I spared you

when you were at my mercy. Don't ]ilay off your ingratitude on

me, or you may be some day suddenly taken with a disease of the

spine." Tlie pampered eur however heeded notthe warning note,

and in a few days repeated his ungracious and insulting manner.

Then Julius with both eye and tail said, "Just do (A(i< once more."

Once more it was done, and—so was the dog—for as he turned up

his pug nose as though in contempt of the lion's invitation to dine,

and was about to walk away and sulk again in his corner, Julius,

as quick a lightning flung out his paw, with all its terrible razors

expanded, and drawing the miserable cur to him, gave him one

crunch of the spine just behind the ears, and the " dog had had

his day." For a moment Julius gazed at what was once his pet,

then with a long low growl, which seemed to say as plainly as a lion

can s.ay anything—".Justice is satisfied

—

sic sempi-r ingratiis"—and

lay him down to sleep as though he was not in the least on the

"ragged edge of remorse and despair" for what he had done. The

skeleton of Julius now adorns the Central Park Museum, and that

of the ingrate cur is one of the curiosities of a barber's shop in an

interior town of Pennsylvania.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ANOMALY IN NEST BUILDING OF THE ROBIN.

BY THOS. G. GENTRY.

The ornithologist seldom wearies of his voluntarily imposed

task, although never done. New facts are constantly appearing

as his scope of observation widens. By slow and steady incre-

ments, his stock of information grows and expands. Scarcely a

year passes that he is not called upon to chronicle some new event

that he has stsmbled upon, unawares, or that has opened up to his

mind only by dint of the closest study and the most protracted

perseverance.

As facts accumulate, new editions of standard works are neces-

sitated. But a few months have elapsed since the introduction of

the writer's works on the birds of eastern Pennsylvania
;
yet these

months have been pregnant with interest, and rendered valuable

for the information which they have brought; partly, the free-will

offerings of friends, but, mainly, the results of personal observa-

tions. To record a few of the many facts which have crowded

this brief period, is now his happy privilege.

Few >picies of birds have a more pliable organization, and can
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better ndapt themselves to the conditions of their environment, than

our ordinary roliin. This truth is particularly exempliticd in its

hidjits of nidifioation. Almost any available spot serves as an ap-

propriate building place. The hole of an upriyht post, a window-

ledge, the inside of a;i unoccupied out-house, the deserted cavity

of a wood-pecker, &c., have been favorite places, in individual

cases. Until recently, I have never known a nest to be huilt u)ion

Wra Jirma. Ordinarily, the structure is placed at distances vary

ing from two and a half to about seventy feet above the ground.

Mr. HusscU Hill of Germantown, while returning from bis daily

business, during ihe latter part of May, had his attention arrested

by a pair of robins which had nidificated upon an enibunknient

along the Germantown and Chestnut Hill Railroad. The ground

had an inclination of forty-five degrees. 'Jo construct a nest in

fuch a position, with the requisite security, would necessitate no

little planning and skill upon the part of the architects. Nothing

short of the purest reason would enable the birds to grasp the po-

sition of aflJairs, and to plan with the view of a successful accom-

plishment of the almost herculean task. It is evident that they

were equal to the performance. The nest was discovered in sited

by Mr. Hill, and deposited with the writer, after its desertion.

It is well known that a typical nest of this species is furnished

internally with a cup-shaped iabrie of mud, which serves to bind

the con.posing materials securely together. In the present in-

stance, this inner structure was an unnoiieeable feature. To give

the nest a sure foundation, a semi-circidar wall of mud was built,

projecting outwardly from the embankment, to a certain height.

AViihin the enclosure thus formed, the various leaves, roots, and

grasses, consliiutiiig the nest proper, were posited with but little

regard to taste and symmetry.

Having stated the facts, let us inquire for a few moments into

the causes which have probably conduced to this change of habits.

In primitive times, such situations may have been chosen for pur-

poses of nidification, as is now observed in the ease of Wilson's

Thrush, ior certain advantages which they afforded. But with

the sjiread of mankind, accustomed sites were abandoned, and the

present nesting hab.ts acquired, as offering better security and

protection against enemies of man's introduction. As boih the

Hermit Thrush and Fancy Thrush are now known to build ujion

the ground, perhaps this anomalous habit in the case of the robin

may be explained by Darwin's prineiijle of reversion.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

BIED ARCHITECTURE.
J. M. m'cann.

Widely different are the habitations of men—some are only the

rudest huts, others splendid palaces adorned everywhere with

objects elegant and beautiful. So it is with the homes of the birds;

some are wrought carelessly, and without design, others are fash-

ioned with artisiic skill,and swung like a sailor's hammock—"Where
winds of summer night rock gently to and fro the green wood
nest." The female is the architect—all tlie beauty of design and
perfection of finish is due to her—the male is only a laborer, col-

lecting the materials, and filling the air around her with the glorv

of song.

The purple Bower Bird of Australia (PtHonorhynchus holoseri-

ceus) builds a " stately pleasure dome," of reeds, covers the floor

with a carpet, and decorates the airy chambers with ornaments

bright and beautiful—the painted ocean shell, the sparkling peb-

ble, the fragrant flower, the gaudy feather from the wing of irojiic

bird, all are there under that arch of beauty. It is not a nest, but

only an assembly room for jjleasure whei'e the artist receives his

friends, and spreads before them his treasures.

The Tailor bird of India, (Oithotomous longicaudus,) was the in-

ventor of needle and thread, and was " doing her own sewing,"

ages before old motlur Eve had coininenced her famous patibwoik

of fig leaves. This beautiful little seamstress selects a leaf which

hangs from the extremity of a slender twig, pierces a row of holes

along each edge, using its beak for a needle, and wlien this labor

is finished the bird procures the long fibre of some plant and

pas^ing this through the holes dr ;wsthe sides of the leaf together,

thus forming a hollow cone in which iiarraiigcs a quantity of .'^oft

white down, and the beautiful nest is finished, and the young are

rocked to sleep in their airy home by every breeze.

The Fan-tailed Warbler (Salicaria cislicola,) builds its home
among the reeds, sewing together a number of the leaves, thus

forming a receptacle where the nest may be concealed ; but the

method which it employes is different from that which is used by

the tailor bird. Insteadof passing its thread continuously through

the holes and thus sewing the leaves together, it has a number of

threads, and ties a knot at the end of each in order that it may not

be pulled through the hole. Thus with little labor an elegant

home is formed for the baby warblers, and this beautiful order of

bird architecture has excited the admiration of the lovers of

nature in every land.

The Brush Turkey {Tallec/alla Lalliami). Ages ago a strange,

long forgotten people built their mounds over all the prairies of

the West, and along the banks of the beautiful river. The Bru>b

Turkey of New South Wales is a mound-builder too—uniting

many together, they accumulate a great heap of vegetable sub-

stances, give it a circular form, and enlarge and improve it year

by year. This is the largest bird's nest in the world, and the eggs

are hatched by the heat given out during the process of fermenta-

tion. The mounds are built by the hens, and the males watch

over the eggs, and know by wonderful instinct, the proper temper-

ature for them, sometimes laying them almost bare, sometimes

overing them over deeply with leaves, often repeating the e ope-

lations many times a day. The young on escaping from the shell

do not immediately leave the nest, bm often after having enjoyed

the open air return again to the mound, and are covered up like

the eggs only not to so greata depth. A cylindrical hole is form-

ed in the middle of the mound—a chimney by which the heat may
be moderated, and through which the gases produced by ferment-

ation may escape.

The Loxia suspends its nest from the branches of the Indian

fig tree in a manner that secures it from all injury from storms.

The nest is divided into several chambers in some of which fire-flies

are sometimes found, and the Hindoos believe that the bird cher-

ishes them for the purpose of illuminating its home.

Beautiful is the song and elegant the nest of the bird— each dif-

fering from all the others—inexhaustible the study of nature.

*'For so the whole round eartji is every way

Bound hy gold chains about the feet of God."
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OEO. JBROWiN, 31 South Second St., Ilarrisburg, Pa., will exchange
Game cocks and bens, foreign and domestic

; also heels, all sizes, for silver

watch or double barrel shot gun. "Weight of cocks, from 4^ to 7^ lbs., and
warrant them dead game and fast fighters.

O, S. KEENK, Box 16, Auburn, Me., will exchange 1 pair young
Blue and White Dutch Rabbits, one Trio White Angora Rabbits, and three
dozen stereoscopic views, worth S9.00, lor one pair Tekius, duck and diake,
Palmer's stock. Rabbits, all kinds, for Fancy Pigeons. Write.

B. E. SMITIHf, Pottsgrove, Pa., has D. Brahma fowls, (Iler.-(ein's), t
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J. W. M-VYPJELW, Ursa, 111., will exchange thoroughbred Pol.and
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JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDiaEEE LIGHT BRAHMAS
AND

IMPOETED BLACK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AN» CHICKS FOR SAI.E.

Write por Circuiar.

J. H. SCHOOK, S. W. corner Ti-nth and Unttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Seg.ir.i, Weekly Papers, Srationery, etc.; will also
pnpply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

JERSEY, ALBERMET, MB GDERHSEY COW.
now TO

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Frcflt.

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.
Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
and have won 16 first, "1" second, and two special premiums; stock from
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liAnGF DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS
Desiring to present it to their customers.
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price; go CEIVTS. FREE BY mAII..

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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THE jrOUISNAI. can be had at any new.s stand. Or at Schock'i
:igar and Stationery Stoie, Tenth and Callowhill Streets, Philadelphia.
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RABBIT BOOK. FOR THE ]fIA>Y.

Coutaining the HISTORY OF THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

directions for their selection, breeding, and management ; the treatment of

their diseases, and the construction of their dwellings. Sent post paid on
receipt of 30 cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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DON'T TAKE IT TO HEART.
Tlicre's many a troiiblo

Would broiik like a bubblp,

And into the waters of Letlie depart,

Did not we rehearse it,

And tenderly nurse it,

And give it a permanent place in the heart.

There's many a sorrow

Would vani^h to-morrow,

Were we not willing to furnish the wings;

So sadly intruding

And quietly brooding.

It hatches out all sorts of horrible things.

IIow welcome the seeming

Of looks that are beaming,

Whether one's wealth}' or whether one's poor

;

Eyes bright as a berry.

Cheeks red as a cherry.

The groan and the curse and the heartache can cure.

Resolved to be merry

All worry to ferry

Across the famed waters that bid us forget,

And no longer fearful,

But happy and cheerful,

We feel life has much that's worth living for yet.

Geniiantown Telegraph.
.--•

JAVA AND THE JAVANESE.
LIFE IN THE TROPICAL ISLANDS OF ASIA—A PLEASANT PLACE

TO VISIT.

In this wonderful clime I am trying to describe, just on the

verge of the equator, the soil and air alike seem to be provocative

of fruits, and flowers, and verdure—verdure the greenest, fruits of

mammoth proportions and of exquisite flavor, and flowers of the

most captivating and gorgeous colors; though, with few excep-

tions, the latter lack the full perfume of our Northern roses.

I shall essay the pleasant task of attempting to give my readers

some faint idea of the most luscious and delectable Java fruits,

according to my estimate; and first upon the list I place the Man-

gusteen, which, for delicacy and richness of flavor, cannot be

surpassed. It is, in color and shape and size, like a green lemon,

with a thick rind, beneath which lies the creamy substance, whose

luscious qualities hare placed it among the most delicious of all

fruits. Two, and sometimes three, large ebony pits compose the

center of this most palatable delicacy.

Next in order, my gastric susceptibilities induce me to rank the

Pomelo; and I think the most refined epicurean jury would

endorse my verdict in this matter. Some of the Java species of

this most delicious fruit are very large. I have seen those that

measured 30 inches in circumference, with the cherry-red pulp

almost bursting with its juicy, cool, and nectarean load. They
resemble the West Indian Shaddeck, and are doubtless of the

same genus
(
Citrus decumara) ; but with their external i-esemblance

all comparison must end.

Oranges, limes, and lemons are in great abundance here ; and

the eyes roam around the market-place, enjoying a feast over

which the Goddess Pomona might have well gloried to preside.

The consignee of my ship, Mr. Alfred Reed of Boston, sent me
a pressing invitation to spend a week with his delightful family at

Wettevrcden, the Javan Saratoga, and the "invite" was most

joyfully accepted, for, as the rice crop had not been harvested, I

had an abundance of leisure time—time that hangs heavily upon

a home-loving voyager in these distant climes, where no Booth or

Clara Morris can while away the tedium of the long, hot days,

and the equally long and hot equatorial nights; where no Beech-

cr and Tilton scandal has ever yet aroused the quiet-loving natives

or adopted citizens from their unbroken apathy.

Breakfasting at the Hotel of the Netherlands, at 11 o'clock

A. M., I spent an hour in a pleasant ramble through the adjacent

groves of nutmeg and cocoa, beguiling the moments in interesting

converse wiih Minna Von Hogezand, the pretty and very accom-

plished daughter of the landlord, after which all retired to enjoy

the " siesta'—one of the greatest, as well an most necessary, lux-

uries of these torrid climes.

A necessary appendage to a well-appointed bed in Java is the

"Dutch wife"—a stick of bamboo, or other light and highly-

polished wood, five feet in length, and about two feet in circumfer-

ence. This is placed in every bed, and the relief afforded to the

limbs of a tired sleeper in these long, hot nights, by the presence

of this innocent and unsophisticated bedfellow is almost incredi-

ble. Waking in the night, you throw your arm over it; then,

moving it up, you place it benealh your neck, lifiing your head

from the heated pillows, and at every change j'ou feel inclined to

bless the peculiar institution, while in the morning you arise with

a hearty benediction on the consoling "Dutch wife."

The siesta, the delicious interlude to a day's performance on

the busy stage of life in Java, has reached its ultimatum of human

enjoyment, and nowhere else have I experienced such perfect en-

joyment of this midday rest as here. The siesta occupies the time

from tiffin, or lunch hour (about noon) till i P. M., when you

seek the marble bath rooms, and take out a fresh lease of life and

its enjoyments.

Dressing myself soon after my bath (one day's routine will

suffice for all), I called a carriage and rode throughout the shady

groves—the fragrant palm trees waving over me, and the sharp

leaves of the cocoa-nut trees whispering their secrets to the evening

breeze.

After an hour devoted to this exquisite enjoyment, I drew up

on the green plaza, close by the palace of Wettevrcden, to listen

to the Dutch military band which there performed each evening

for an hour or two.

Many equippages were gathered on the square, containing

beautiful and elegantly dressed women; numbers of equestrians

swelled the throng; while the richly uniformed officers added ani-

mation to a scene that was in Itself delightful.
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In the center of the square is a granite column thirty feet in

height, surmounted by a linn, exquisitely sculptured, from whose

knotty head a green bush was growing ; for, in this prolific clime,

a thin layer of dust soon teems with vegetable life.

The music, which was of the highest order, having ceased, I

drove to the palatial structure of my friends, the brothers Reed;

and there I stood before it, completely entranced with its exquisite

construction, and the magnificence and taste of its adornments.

The lofty halls and spacious verandahs ; the furniture so pecu-

liarly Oriental in its elegance and convenience ; the beautifully

frescoed walls and ceilings; the delightful arrangement of the

grounds—the garden plot teeming with delicate flowers—the front

yard filled with trees whose lofty structure and peculiar freshness

of foliage made the grateful shade still more bewitching, all com-

bined to yield tlie most exquisite pleasure.

I shall not attempt to describe in detail the array of exquisitely

cooked meats, the soups—those pleasant avant couriers of an

Eastern dinner—but will simply testify that it was perfect.

Course after course of most delicate viands followed each other in

proper succession, the wines and cordials were of the finest quality

and flavor, while the desert and fruits I may not hope to describe.

The mangosteen, so kindly prepared for me by the lady of the

mansion (a beautiful Boston blonde), seemed to possess an addi-

tional flavor; and the coffee and tea which followed finished a

repast which will long be coupled with delightful reminiscences of

Java.

—

Chicago Tribune.

HOME.
That word home always sounds like poetry to me. It rings like

a peal of bells at a wedding, only more soft and sweet, and it

chimes deeper into the ears of my heart. It does not matter

whether it means thatched cottage or manor house, home is home
be it ever so homely ther.e'8 no place like it. Green grow the

houscleek on the roof forever, and let the moss flourish on the

thatch. Sweetly the sparrows chirrup and the swallows (witter

around the chosen spot which is my joy and rest. Every

bird loves its own nest; the owls think the old ruins the fairest

spot under the moon, and the fox is of opinion that his hole in the

hill is remarkably cosy. When my master's nag knows that his

head is towards home he wants no whip, but thinks it best to put

on all steam; and I am always of the same mind, for the way

home, to me, is the best bit of road in the country. I like to see

the blue smoke out of my own chimney better than the fire on an-

other man's hearth ; there is something so beautiful in the way in

which it curls up among the trees. Cold potatoes on my own ta-

ble taste better than roast meat at my neighbor's, and the honey-

suckle at my own door is the sweetest I ever smell. When you

are out, friends do their best, but still it is not home. "Make
yourself at home," they say, because everybody knows that to feel

at home is to feel at ease.

" East ,T,nd West,

Home is best."

Why, at home you are at home, and what more do you Wiint 1 No-

body grudges you, whatever your appetite may be ; and you don't

get put into a damp bed. Safe in bis own castle, like a king in

his palace, a man feels himself somebody, and is not afraid of be-

ing thought proud for thinking so. Every cock may crow on his

own dunghill ; and a dog is a lion when he is at home. A sweep

is master inside his own door. No need to guard every word be-

cause some enemy is on the watch, no keeping the heart under lock

and key ; but as soon as the door is shut, it is liberty hall, and

none to peep and pry. Tliere is a glorious view from the top of

Leith hill, in our dear old Surrey, and Hindhead and Martha's

chapel and BoxhiU are not to be sneezed at, but I could show you

something which to my mind beats them all to nothing for real

beauty ; I mean John Ploughman's cottage, with the kettle boil-

ing on the hob, singing like an unfallen black angel, while the cat

is lying asleep in front of the fire, and the wife in her ch.iir mend-
ing stockings, and the children cutting about the room, as full of

fun as young lambs. It is a singular fact, and perhaps some of

you will doubt it, but that is your unbelieving nature, your little

ones are real beauties, always a pound or two plumper than others

of their age, and yet it don't tire you half so much to nurse them
as it does other peoples' babies. Why, bless you, my wife would
give out in half the time, if her neighbor had asked her to see to

a strange youngster, but her own children don't seem to tire her at

all; now my belief is that it all comes of their having been born at

home. Just so it is with everything else ; our lane is the raost

beautiful for 20 miles around, because our home is in it; and my
garden is a perfect paradise, for no other particular reason

than this very good one, that it belongs to the old house at home.

I cannot make out why so many working men spend their even-

ings at the public house, when their own firesides would be so much
better and cheaper too. There they sit, hour after hour, booz'Ug

and talking nonsense, and forgetting the dear good souls at home
who are half starved and weary with waiting for them.

Husbands should try to make home happy and holy. It is an

ill bird that fouls its own nest, a bad man who makes his homo
wretched. Our house ought to be a little ohnrch, with holiness to

the Lord over the door, but it ought never to be a prison where

there is plenty of rule and order, but little love and no pleasure.

Married life is not all sugar, but grace in the heart will keep away
most of the sours. Godliness and love can make a man like a

bird in a hedge, sing among thorns and briers and set others a

singing too. It should be the husband's pleasure to please his

wife, and the wife's care to care for her husband. He is kind to

himself who is kind to his wife. I am afraid some men live by

the rule of self, and when that is the case home happiness is a

mere sham. When husbands and wives are well yoked, how light

their load becomes ! It is not every couple that is a pair, and the

more's the pity. In a true home all the strife is which can do the

most to make the family happy. A home should be a Bethel,

not a Babel. The husband should be the houseband, binding all

together like a corner-stone, but not crushing everything like a

millstone. Unkind and domineering husbands ought not to pre-

tend to be Christians, for they act clean contrary to Christ's com-

mands. Yet a home must be well ordered, or it will become a

Bedlam, and be a scandal to the parish. If the father drops the

reins, the family coach will soon he in the ditch. A wise mixture

of love and firmness will do it but neither harshness nor softness

alone will keep home in happy order.

—

Spurgeon.

Another PET and its fate —A. L. King, of Suffield, caught

a young crow with some white feathers on it, some time ago, and

successfully tamed it. The crow was in the habit of always ac-

companying Mr. King from home to the depot, and then flying

home again. The other day the crow perched on the sill of an

open window, and pecking at the stick supporting it until he dis-

lodged it, the heavy sash came down upon him and finished his

career.

—

New Haven Palludium.

"Bathe every day !
" exclaimed the widow Smashpipes, as she

dropped the flat-iron upon the horse shoe with a bang, and looked

her neighbor Snubs right in the eye ; "why, you don't say so.

I never used to think of stripping my Jeems, and giving him a

right good wash,, but four times a year—onst in the Spring, onst

in the Summer, onst in the Fall, and onst in the Winter. How-

somedever, some children ketch dirt sooner than others."

An Irishman being tried for assault and battery in Virginia

City, Nevada, when asked by tlie judge if he had anything to say

by way of defense, replied :
" Well, your honor, I saw but little

of the fight, as I was underneath most of the time.
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PodLjF^Y Dep;^f^tI«^NT'

NAMING THE CHICKENS.

There were two little chickens hatched out by one hen,

And the owner of both was our little boy Ben

;

So ho set him to work, as soon as they came,

To make them a house and find them a name.

As for buildins: a bouse, Benny knew very well

That ho couldn't do that; but his big brother Phil

Must be handy at tools for he'd been to college.

Where boys are supposed to learn all sorts of knowledge.

Phil was very good-natured, and soon his small brother

Had a nice cosy home for bis chicks and ihcir mother;

And a happier boy in the country just tlicn

Could not have been found than our dear little Ben.

But a name for bis pets it wtis hnrder to find.

At least such as suited exactly his mind ;

No mother of twins was ever more haunted

With trouble to find just the ones that she wanted.

There were plenty of names, no doubt about that,

But a name that would do for a dog or a cat

Would not answer for chickens so pretty as these;

Or else our dear boy was not easy to please.

Thc«e two tiny chickens looked just like each other;

To name them so young would lie only a bother.

But with one iri each hand, said queer little Ben,

"I want this one a rooster and that one a hen."

Benny knew them apart by a little brown spot

On the head of the one that the other had not

;

They grew up like magic, each fat feathered chick,

One at length was named I'eggy and the other named
Dick.

Benny watched them so closely not a feather could grow
In the dress of those chickens that he did not know

;

And he taught them so well tliey would march at com-
mand.

Fly up on his shoulder, or eat from his hand.

But a funny thing happened concerning their names.
Rushing into the house one day, Benny exclaims,
"Oh, mother! Oh, Phil ! such a blunder there's been,
For Peggy's the rooster and Dick is the hen !"

— Christtan Union.

FOWLS PLUCKING FEATHERS.
Editor Fanciers' Journal :

I noticed in a recent number of the Country Gentleman a little

item about fowls plucking feathers from each other, in which the

writer claimed that the fowls were after the salt contained in the

minute globule of blood at the end of the quill, and that the

proper, and certain remedij was to feed a small portion of salt in

their food occasionally, in the following proportions :
" In four

parts of wheat bran to one of corn meal, by measure, a tablespoon-

ful of salt in every eight quarts of this mi.xture scalded and cool-

ed. The salt should be dissolved in hot water belore mixing with

the food." And as I have frequently had my attention called to

fowls which had disfigured themselves in this way, and often been

asked for a remedy, I will give jou this for the benefit of any

readers of the Journal who may happen to be troubled in this

way, for what it is worth, and would also like to enquire through

the Journal, if any of its readers have ever experimented in this

way, and with what success, and if the best fanciers consider this

the true theory and solution of the trouble.

Will some experienced fancier please explain.
" DiRIGO."

A NOVEL ARTIFICIAL MOTHER.
Mr. J. J. Scott, writing from Llanstephen, Carmarthenshire, to

the Live Slock Journal, s.ays :
" Should you think that the follow-

ing expedient, which proved successful in rearing a brood of chick-

ens, may be interesting to any of yonr readers, who might find oc-

casion to resort to .'omcihing of the same kind under similar cir-

cumst.anccs, I place it at your disposal for publication if you see fit.

A Cochin hen, that had hatched a brood of my Golden Polish

chickens, suddenly died when the chicks were very young, .and I

fully expected to lose them all, they being with their mother in

the coop about two and one-half feet square, in the open air night

and day, when an idea struck me that I thought might give just a

chance of saving them, viz. ; in the corner of the coop farthest from

the wired front I placed a little box without a lid, about nine

inches wide, inverted, resting on the floor of the coop, with an

opening made in one side large enough to admit the little ' orphans'

one at a time ; about threeinche,s of perfectly dry warmed sea-sand

was plitccd on the floor, inside the box, for them to nestle in, and

a few grains of canary seed to tempt them inside. Firstone, then

another, ventured in, till all were huddled together, closely packed,

embedded in the warm sand. After the first experience of the

nest no inducement was required, they regularly toddled in to sleep,

and at intervals during the day, burrowing in the sand, leaving

nothing visible but eight or nine little heads peeping out of the

sand and each other's flutTy feathers. The siind was not warmed
a second time, and the brood, with one exception, throve well, this

simple artificial mother proving all that could be required. As
they began to get too large to be able to get into the little box al-

together, some took to roosting on the top of it, turning out at in-

terviils others froiu the inside, who were then forced to change

places. For a week or so I had the front of the coop at night cov-

ered with a piece of matting; in all other respecsts the birds were

treated exactly as if the hen had been with them, except that till

six or seven weeks old they were not allowed to roam beyond a

small run wired off in front of their coop. After this I think

Golden Polish must be admitted not only to be pretty hardy, but

to set an admirable example of making the best of things under

adverse circumstances, though possibly from a moral point of

view their total disregard to the loss of their mother might be ob-

jectionable."

OUT WITH IT.

Since it is the nature of man to rebel, or to oppose, for the sake

of argument, gain, or principle, we are not surprised to read the

several controversies in this valuable Journal.

The exposures made therein, have had a tendency to protect the

uninitiated, but there are senei-al names which have been omitted

from that list, who urefnllij entitled to be there; one Philadelphia

" purp " has practiced quite extensively, and those who have been

bitten will recognize the biter as a " youth of about nineteen."

The " Paris Houdan" even has had his say with " Todd," while

at present we are interested in " Herron vs. Warren."

The Chicago exposure did us no hurt, and still we are not

happy.

'i hese controversies are productive of good to the general pub-

lie, for an unbiassed mind readily forms an opinion, whether a re-

dundancy of words proves the symmetry of a fowl by the Grecian,

Ionic, Doric, Corinthian or Composite order of architecture or

not.
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The battle of the " Standard " has played an important part in

the history of the " hen fever," and " Young Breeder," not con-

tent with " puffing" his graceful (?) Brahmas, must give the ball

another push, to encounter "Ed. P. B."

Stick to argument " Y. B.," and you may win the day.

This controversy has recalled to my mind a little history of

" Ed. P. B."
" A few years since a " Standard " was issued, said to be un-

authorized ; Lewis Wright speaks of it, and we all know " who

he is." An action taken by the Am, P. Ass'n in regard to one of

its prominent members, his reinstatement, and final withdrawal

by a notice in Poultry Bulletin, which was accepted by the Ass'n

when in Chicago, has a strong tendency to point to other than an

" independent" motive for the course taken. Was not " Ed. P.

B." one of the " Young Breeders " who assisted in the construc-

tion ofthe new " Standard t"

Does he desire to east a slur at the editorial management of said

Standard ? or my dear sir, does his bosom heave with jealousy 7

Docs he harbor any revengeful feelings towards any members of

Am. P. Ass'n?

It would strike the average mind, that a Poultry Magazine, con-

trolled by Am. P. Ass'n, who chose an Editor from their ranks

for said organ, should withdraw because he desired to act " inde-

pendent," that there was sharp play somewhere. Doesn't the

Bulletin pay t and w/io are responsible should any irregularity oc-

cur? There may be two sides to this question, if so vvc should

like to hear them. Write tliis as the book-keeper says, E. &. O.E.

QUIUBEK.

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION.

United States Centennial Comjiission, )

Philadelpiha, Jnly 17th, 1876. \

Editor Fanciers' Journal :

The Centennial Commission will make awards on broods of

fowls, of each variety, consisting of twenty-five specimens, no

charge will be made for entrance, the specimens must be bred by

the exhibitor, of which he must fufnish satisfactory evidence to the

Commission at the time of entry.

Very respectfully,

John E. Diehl, Buenet Landreth,

Sup't. Poultry Dep. Chief of Bureau.

AN EXPERIMENT.
Friend Wade :

I have a few facts which seem rather confusing to those who

contend eggs will not hatch well after one is broken in the nest,

and as you kindly requested me to contribute the results of my
experience in hen-culture, will state what has been accomplished

with a hen turkey.

Gave her a fesv lessons in the art of sitting, as the Dutchman

did his hen—in December last, and got her settled down to busi-

ness the first week of January. Put twenty-four hen's eggs under

her, and she broke four the first day, and continued to break until

they were reduced to eight : from these, five chicks came, and one

was smothered, leaving two rotten.

Her next sitting consisted of twenty eggs, of which eight were

smashed in the nest; eight gave me living chicks ; two smothered

and the rest rotted.

Her third sitting contained twenty-five eggs, five of which I

removed because unimpregnated. Sixteen developed living chicks,

two were broken in the nest, and two chicks smothered.

Having satisfied myself (although but few of my neighbors)

that turkeys could be brought to sit upon hen's eggs and bring

forth chicks successfully; tlirew her off the nest. After a few

weeks' resting she laid a sitting of eggs, and became broody the

old way; gave her twenty hen's eggs, from which came fifteen

living chicks, one chick smothered, two eggs were broken in the

nest, and two were rotten.

My experiment seems to prove that breaking eggs in the nest

does not prevent hatching when covered by a turkey.

Hans Schneider, vat you dinks pout " dem bores " now, eh ?

J. H.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES.
reported by YonNO breeder.

Pedagogue. Editor of Bulletin stand up. What are your

specialties ?

Editor. Jackass rabbits, snow water, and Brown Leghorns.

Ped. Why do you place rabbits first ?

Ed. Wall ! I feel a sort of brotherly affection for 'em.

Pcd. Correct ! Why do you use snow water ?

Ed. 'Cos it's handy in winter.

Ped. What do you know about Blue Games ?

Ed. I dunuo much about 'em myself, but that sore-headed feller

who sits 'round the Bulletin office does, and says the Standard is

out ev jint on em, but he isn't here to-day, so I can't tell nothin'

about 'em now.

Ped. Why do you persist in fighting the Standard.

Ed. Oh, I had a personal row with one of the fellers who got

it up, and thought Pd bust that said Standard in about a couple of

weeks, but somehow it didn't bust, and that's what's the matter

with Hannah ! (so to speak). Them Standard fellers don't seem to

care what I say, so I'm having my annual Summer's quarrel with

that imp of kussedness, Young Breeder. For such biz, a monthly

aint no account. Efllet him monopolize the Journal he'd get

four licks to my one. So I've mounted the Journal too, and am en-

tertaining its subscribers with my weakly wisdom on Standards.

I once heard a clown man in a circus tell a feller (who was a spec-

tater, and at the same time actin' like Sam Hill, and makin' con-

siderable noise,) " that there were some object in bein' a fool, per-

vidin' a feller was well paid for it, but there rfas so many fools ready

to act without pay that it worked a great injury to the perfcsshion.

Of course this wouldn't affect me, but the clown man hadn't no

business to m.ake such a remark.

Ped. If you do not enjoy the present Standard, why not con-

struct one on your own hook.

Ed. That's jest what I'm doin. In the first place I'd change

that outrageous clause on Brahma's and Cochin's shanks. I'd

have it " shanks not feathered down the outer sides, and the outer

toes not feathered to the extremities."

Ped. Hum! Ah! You would have them !wMo«( an^ feathers on

the legs would you ?

Ed. Yes sire-e ! Haven't I always bred 'em that way, and

don't I know, 'n didn't Burnham origineiily Aom 'cm so so?ne, I'm a

goin' to have these things fixed to suit me.

Ped. Have you a copy of the Standard ? >

Ed. I had one last winter, but some feller stole my thick over-

coat which I wore to shows, and I haven't seen the feller, nor the

overcoat, nor the Standard since.

Ped. How do you expect to answer questions regarding poul-

try, without the Standard ?

Ed. Them soreheaded fellers know all the pints I care about

for present use, ginerally.

Ped. Are the Brown Leghorns you advertise bred to Standard

or otherwise ?

Ed. I gness I'll pass, for in this partickler case I " accept it

faithfully, 'n abide by it loyally." Stamps in that box mister,

which I don't wish just now to go back on. You see my folks

thinks it's about time for a small dividend.

Ped. Which they now vainly hope to receive.
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Ed. While I'm striking out for ii little 'sessment.

Fed. Which don't you wish you may get ?

Unicorn ! What's the matter with you ?

U. Got the cholera. Ale too much game 'n barnyard sass.

Pcd. You may go out. Miner ! What is your definition of

pluck ?

M. A Game lickin' an old Buff.

Ped. Why are you so down on Y. B.?

M. I offered him some eggs for his good name, and he said he

wouldn't give a dam

—

Ped. Stop .sir, no such language is tolerated in this school—Is

Zero here ? (both Zero and the Ed. stand up).

!/'» is cmtinued.

BROWN LEGHORNS.

Ed. Fanciers' Journal :

As your issue of July 17 contains an article headed "A New
Variety," and alsohas Brown Leghorns considerably mixed therein,

I am uncommonly interested, because I have bred nothing but B.

L. fowls for several j'ears, i. e., on my farm, but have been aiding

the cause, espoused by a neigliboring farmer, of originating a new

breed, and as the readers of this paper know, had a "clash at pens"

in regard to the foolhardiness of attempting such a tiling. Now
first, I think I have seen very many just such cross-bred fowls ns

brother Welsh has, produced by natives with B. L's.; for instance,

put a B. L. cock witli a native double comb hen and you will get

therefrom single, double, "cup," and various shaped combs. I

have seen them with three single combs united at the base, viz :

one upright middle comb approaching the Leghorn, and one on

either side drooping to each eye, giving to the head a very red

appearance. 1 have seen them single in front and of this kind in

the rear, but never saw the order reversed ; and furthermore all

these crosses lay more eggs than any native or pure bred fowls in

existence. I have known of two G. S. Bantam and B. L. crossed

hens to lay fourteen eggs per week through the month of Novem-

ber, and nearly through December, seven weeks at least, and one

day three eggs came to hand, but one, however, was laid the

succeeding day. This is not " guess work;" the enviable position

of the owner, from whose lips I received my information, pluces

my authority beyond questioning, and names can be given if

necessary, and as these were the only two fowls the gentleman had,

and as the next neighbor had none, it seems unnecessary to say that

no mistake could have occurred; but when we take a year into

the account, and think of getting 300 eggs, we had better "ajipli/

brakes " before we wreck the train, for " suthin " is going t wrong.

And a stop then.

Saves many a hen.

Now for another cross. I took a counterfeit Brown Leghorn
cock (springing from native hens and a Black Spanish cock) and

put him with a few B. L. hens, scoring from 80 to 92 points, the

counterfeit figuring 90 points. As for the B. Leghorn standard

of excellence, well it has surprised many to see the results ; not

a dark colored, nor dark legged chick has appeared, and but two

too light, and they not so far oat of the way as chicks out of

many $5 settings that I have seen. Now was not this better than

having a cock imported and getting double cup and other kinds of

combs, etc.?

I have not yet put any of these " crossed chicks," as we might
say, into my best pens for fear as to the results; yet it will work
untold good in keeping another strain unrelated to any B. L's. on
earth, and as I promised you Mr. Editor, long ago, I will now
send in a description of the new breed accompanying their photo-

graph, but will say in advance that it will be no advertisement nor

have we any " axe to grind;" and we should be pleased to hear

from other true fanciers who may have that interest in this

pleasant work that shall inspire them to step right out of Standard

rank and breed fowls such as no man ever saw ; make your own
standard and keep it—away from the Standard "knowing what

man has done he may do again."

Yours. Bee Leg.
•--

(For Fimciers' .Journal.)

RAMBLES IN NEW ENGLAND.
BY OOR STAFF CORRESPONDENT.

In the very extreme south-west corner of the Nutmeg State

lies the beautiful town of Greenwich. We think we speak uiider-

standingly when we use the expression " beautiful town." Look-

ing at it on the map of New England, it would seem as though

that after the State lines h.ad been surveyed, or drawn, that little

Connecticut was not fully satisfied, but persuaded itself that the

little corner adjacent ought to belong to it, and this little corner

forms the town of Greenwich. This is one of the noted towns of

the Revolution, and it may not be amiss in this Centennial year

to call to mind an incident connected with it. It is the scene of

the bold, dashing ride of Gcn'l Israel Putnam ; when he was sur-

rounded by the British on the top of a very high hill (now famil-

iarly known as "Put's Hill "), he at once dashed his horse down

the long, steep stone steps, more than a hundred in number, and

safely escaped from the enemy. The town lies in a very pretty

country, washed on the south by the waters of Long Island

Sound. At Rocky Neck Point is the beautiful hou.se erected by

the "Amcricus Club," which held full sway in the days of the

" Tweed Ring." Here, also, is the handsome summer residence

of Tweed himself—now occupied by his family. How soon he

may occupy it again himself is a matter for conjecture. The
town is a noted summer resort for the wealth of New York City,

it being but forty minutes ride by rail. And Greenwich is not

without its "Fanciers," and some on more than an ordinary scale.

A pleasant drive of a few miles through valleys and over hills,

and we reach the extensive yards of Messrs. Bacon & Spinning.

They have a large orchard of several acres with neat, substantial

poultry houses and latticed runs, and the visitor in search of good

stock will not be disappointed in either quality or quantity !

They Breed Brahmas, Cochins, Leghorns, and Pekin Ducks, and

can be relied upon to " do the square thing " every time. A
short ride down the valley, and a sight meets our view that re-

minds us of a small settlement in the far west ! A number of

small, neat houses, dotted over a large field in regular order, at

once indicate the home of a "Fancier." We inquire for " ihe

man of the house," and are introduced to Mr. S. K. Ferris. He
kindly showed us through his yards—some twenty in number.

He has been breeding fowls quite extensively for years, and has

a large farm devoted to the raising of various kinds of stock. A
few years since he realized the fact that a fowl that would sell for

ten dollars could be raised about as cheaply as one that would

sell for seventy-five cents ! He commenced with Light and Dark

Brahmas, afterwards adding Buff and Partridge Cochins, Ply-

mouth Rocks, Bantams, and Ducks, and for three years past he

has bred for Mr. J. F. Ferris a large flock of White Leghorns,

which have been so largely advertised by Mr. F. , and are pretty

extensively known as the "Ferris Strain " of White Leghorns !

Large flocks of young birds were scattered over the meadows,

and we were told be had several hundred chicks nearly mature.

Though he never exhibits, his sales to exhibitors are large, and

birds bred by him have carried off the honors at many of our

shows.

Later in the evening, after a ride of a mile, we took the train

at Stamford, and a ride of three hours brings us to Hartford, the

new home of the Fancier's Journal.
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1916-OR WHAT IT THEN WILL BE.

B\" O. O. BllOWN.

"Well, well ! I'd never have known you in the world. Then you've

been wrecked, cast away on a. lonely island for thirty-five years.

Lcmme see—I remember that wreck, it was the steamer Hunter,

in the year o' 1881. Well, Dusenberry, you do ]ook a. Utile Enoch

Ardenish. Forty years; that's a life time. Who'd a thought it

war so long since mo and you war in the ' fancy,' as we then used

to call it; but wc call it thoroughbred poullry business, now."

" Wall, yes, its a long time since those are days, and I hev bin

thro' 'nuf for ten ord'nary men—but how is the poultry biz' now-

adays, or has it all died out, eh ?
"

" By no means—why, I am still at it—to be sure the boys they

have the management, but the 'General ' as they call me, will go the

rounds every day. Why, havn't you kept note on the changes

since you left Caekletown 1
"

" Wall, no, not 'zactly—Enoch Ardeningon alonely ilen for nigh

about thirty-five year, I kinder lost all 'thusiasm for anything

'cept lookin' out for a sail, 'sides Mother Carey stock was all I

had to note, eh '>
"

" Then come with me, and let us see, what we are doing now-

a-days. Now this first yard is the White Leghorns. They are

still the wonderful egg producers; but you notice improved in

size, but now we also breed ihem for their combs, which command

an enormous price. The quotations you see in the ' Da'dij Fan-

ciers' Journal,' of ' Spanish Steal^s' at $5 per pound, that means

Leghorn and Spanish combs. We get/our crops a year, by feed-

ing a patent comb producing food. You remember we used to

keep J. Boardman Smith's strain, they stood the test, and even

now "Smith's strain' is considered the best. All eggs are now

sold by the pound, excepting Bantams', and Bantam eggs are

sold by the quart. You recollect, forty years ago, twelve pounds

was considered good weight for a Brahma—well, now a Light

Brahma cock, exhibition weight, is from 25 to 27 pounds."

" Wall that's heanj, that is."

," Yes, to what it used to be. The Cochins aro about the same

weight, except with the Partridge variety, and the Edmunds Pea

Comb Strain now predominates. There are hardly any single

combs among the Partridge. Their weight is rated four to six

pounds heavier than the Brahmas

—

look out\ therecomes William's

youngest boy down the lane, racing again. He will run that bird

to death. He's the worst grandson I've got."

" What, is it an ostrich he's got hitched to that cart 1

" Why bless you no, its a bronze turkey cock. They are used now

in carts and sulkys, and can get over the ground lively as most

horses can. That one Johnny has, weighs 250 pounds, and has been

around the fiiir ground track, seven-eiglfths of a mile, in three

thirhj—a heavy track at that: Johnny has a team of Buff cochins

that he has broke to draw that baby-wagon over there on the porch.

They're splendid drivers. There's the Black Reds—games are

games now-a-days. Come here Toby—down—don't you see—now

I'll just show you how we keep up the game qualities—he will lay

down that way any time to have the boxers put on."

" What on earth are you doing'? "

"0 yes—I forgot—well we found out that breeding game fowls

to a feather, without ever testing their courage, that the result was

they was games by name but not by nature, and the laws were so

stringent, no cock fights would be permitted, so some one invented

the boxers. These little buckskin balls go on the spurs like that.

Now just wait until I get that old Duckwing from the other yard."

" Lemme hold that Black Red till you get him. This ftllerseems

eager for the fray."

"Here ho is; set yours down—now boys show yourselves—do

you see that? That Duckwing strikes beatifuUy. Hillo, Toby's

paid him back with interest, if it had been the clean spur, it would

killed him—go it Toby—bravo, first knock down for Toby."
" Take 'cm apart, I can't stand it, it makes me feel like a boy.

Don't you remember the time we used to hook - a stag, and work

our way around thro' the fields to Will Burleigh's barn yard, and

get over the high board fence and whistle 'i5c/i While' till Will

come out with his bird, and we had a set-to? That's the way I'd

like to test 'em now.—Old times was the best after all."

" Yes, put 'em back— that's it. This ntxt yard is Houdans
;

they are as heavy as the Brahmas used to be, are considered one

of the finest fowls we have. Their bones have been bred down to

a mere apology. The standard crest is eight inches in diameter;

the beard six inches in length and pinkish-white ear lobes."

" Why, don't you remember forty years ago, what difficnlty we

had trying to breed red ear lobes ?"

" Yes, I know, but now they must be pinkish white. Them's

Plymouth Rocks— ihare very different from what we used to breed.

They're from the original 'Dickey' strain, noted for their size

and true breeding—breed as true as Hamburgs. There is also

a strain with pea combs. Now look in the next yard, what do

you think of them ?
"

" They're nice ; I spose they're Dominiques ?"

" Yes, that's what they are, but look at their size.

" I alius know'd they was a good bird."

" Yes, and they hold their own with any of them to this day,

and lay like Hamburgs."
" Now here arc some beauties, the white crested Black Polands,

not a black feather in their crests. There is also a 6f(i;-(fa/ variety;

beard and crest snow white. The White Polands—all other strains

but Sperry's are bred out. The best strain of Dark Brahmas we

have is known as the Brennon strain."

" That's not " Jimmy " who used to manage the Sharplcss birds,

is it?"
" That's exactly who the strain is named after. Bantams muse

not weigh over ten ounces now."
" What's them down on that pond, geese?

" No, they're ducks. Come down if you want to see what ducks

are."

" Pekins I 'spose."

" Not by a pondful ; they're the Bicknell strain Aylesbury, and

we also keep Bicknell Rouens and Cayugas."

To be Continued.

Boiling Eggs for Setting.—A guilty rascal, who tried it,

writes to the Canada Farmer, giving bis experience in boiling

eggs to destroy them for hatching. Wishing to obtain chickens

from the eggs of a neighbor, and failing to do so by honorable

means, ho took the following course; carrying six of his own eggs,

previously dipped in boiling water, he placed them under a hen of

his neighbor's and took, in exchange, the same number of the cov-

eted eggs. But what was his surprise, some weeks afterwards,

to learn that every one of the dipped eggs hatched out a bright,

healthy chicken, all ready to swear the act of deception upon the

guilty party.

The editor of the Farmer replies that, in France, it is a common

practice to repeatedly dip eggs in boiling water two or three days

previous to the time for hiitching, to prevent the chick from dying.

If eggs will stand such treatment, dishonest dealeis had better

change their "dark" ways.

—

N. E. F.

What fowl is most like a carriage in the Chinese Empire ?

Coachiu China.

" Blessed are they who have nothing to say, and who cannot

be persuaded to say it."



AforsT 7, 1876.] HE FANCIERS JOURNAL. 359

Class

8^1 Fox tcrrier.s.

•^^i Biack and tan terriers.

. S4

)

bkyc terrier-s.

I 8 33 Sioteli terriers.

'^
I ) Uiokcn Imircd.

u D mdy Dinmonts.

(iltOUP 3+. PonLTUY—

Asiatic fowls,

'^ijl Spanisli, Hamburg, Le^-
liorns.

862 French, Polish, Dorking.
863 Games and Game Bantams,

CI&S3.

847 Bcdlington.

848 Toys.
849 Pomeranian or Spitz.

850 Poodle?.

851 Miscellaneous.

CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION, PHILADELPHIA.
ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES OP THE JUDGES ON LIVE STOCK.

1. Awards shall be based on written reports, attested by the

signatures of their authors.

2. Reports will be based upon inherent and comparative merit,

the elements of merit being specifically mentioned.

3. The judges assigned to each group will choose from among

themselves a chairman and a secretary. They must keep regular

minutes of their proceedings. Reporls recommending awards

shall be made and signed by a judge in each group, stating the

grounds of the proposed award, and such reports shall be accept-

ed, and the acceptance signed by a majority of the judges in such

group.

4. The reports of the judges recommending awards, must be

returned to the Chief of tlie Bureau of Awards not later than ten

days after the close of the Exhibition, in each group.

5. Awards will be finally decreed by the United States Cen-

tennial Commission, in compliance with the act of Congress of

June 1, 1872, and will consist of a special report of the judges

on the subject of the award, together with a diploma and a uniform

bronze medal.

6. In addition to reports on the merits of individual exhibits,

the judges of each gioup will be expected to render a report gen-

eral in its nature, summarizing the Exhibition in their group, and

indicating the recent progress noted in breeding, rearing, or

training.

7. Vacancies in the corps of judges will be filled by the au-

thority which made the original appointment. No exhibitor can

he a judge in the group in which he is a competitor.

8. The Chief of iho Bureau of Awards will be the represen-

tative of the United States Centennial Commission in its relations

to the judges; upon request, he will decide all questions which
may arise diirmg their proceedings in regard to the interpretation

and application of the rules adopted by the Commission relating

to awards, suljeet to an appeal to the Commission.

Gkoup 33. Dogs—from Sept. 4th to the Stii.

Class.

810 Fox hounds.
811 Haniers.
812 Beagles.
813 Dachshunds.
314 Otter hounds.
815 Greyhounds.
816 Scutch dier-hounds.
817 Bloodhounds.
818 Imported English setters.

819 Native ETlgi^h setters.

S20 liiqiortcd Irish setters.

8:il Native Iri^h setters.

822 Imported Gorilon si Iters.

823 Native Goidon srtters-

S24 Pointers, over tifty pounds.
B25 Poiutcrs, under fifty pounds.

826 P.etricvers and Chesapeake
dogs.

827 Iri.^h water spaniels.

828 Retrieving spaniels.

U29 (dickers.

830 King Charles & Blenheim.
831 Springers.
1*32 Clumbers.
833 Mastiffs.

8.14 St. Bernards.
83.1 Ncwioundlnnds.
836 Siberian or Ulm.
837 Dalmatian or coach.
838 Shei']) dogs.
8!9 Bull dogs.

840 Bull terriers.

FiiOM Oct. 27th to Nov. 6th.

Class.

864 American and miscellane's.

865 Turkeys.
866 Coluiiibarian.

867 Ornamental.
868 Aquatic.

Entries will close August 10th.

For further information refer to Form No. 1 87, which will b

furnished on application.

A. T. GOSHORN,
Director- General.

BURNET LANDRETH,
Chief of Bureau of Agriculture.

July 10, 1876.

J E frt S,

A London genius has attached a whistle to the end of his dog's

tail. By this arrangement the dog can call his master.

Miss Rose—" Goodness ! the fire Is out. I thought it was

very cold." Beau—" Shall I get my overcoat and put it on you ?"

Miss Rose—"Oh, no ; but (glancing at the clock) hadn't you

better put it on yourjclf ?
"

A gentleman, having an appointment with another who was

habitually uupunctual, to his great surprise, found him waiting.

He thus addressed him: "Why, I see you are here first at last.

You were always behind before; but I am glad to see jou have

become early of late."

"And again," reports a committee of the Texas Legislature, to

whom a resolution taxing dogs—males $\ a year and females $5

—had been referred. "We think that the bill itself makes in-

vidious distinction between the sexes. We are humanly, speak-

ing, fully prepared to admit the superiority of the gentler sex; but

we are not so sure that the difference is five per cent."

SiGNOR Blitz had a bright little fellow on the stand to assist

him in the "experiments." "Sir," said the signor, "do you think

I could put the coins which that lady holds into your coat

pocket?" " No," said the boy, confidently. "Think not?" "I

know you couldn't," said the little fellow, with great firmness.

"Why not?" "Cause the pocket is all torn out."

An eastern paper having had considerable to say about "rais-

ing chickens by hand," the Galveston News responds : "Such in-

formation is not needed at the south. The whole colored pop-

ulation know how to do it, and an enterprising freedman can raise

more pullets in a single night, on his way home from prayer meet-

ing, than that eastern editor could i-aise in a year with all his

science."

Lies of the Day.—A lie has no legs, and cannot stand; but

it has wings, and can fly far and wide.

—

Warbdrton. With the

adaptability of a lie, siu has many tools, but a lie is the handle

which fits them all.

—

Lord Brougham. A lie begets others; one

lie must be thatched with another, or it will soon rain through.

—

Lord Thurlowe.
"Anil the P«r.-on made it his text that week, and he said likewise.

That a lie which is half a lie is ever the blackest of lies
;

That a lie that is all a lie may be met and lought with outright.

But a lie which is part a truth is a harder matter to light.—Tennyson.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJVT.
FOWL AND PET STOCK TRANSACTIONS.

It is well known that for the past twenty years a deep and in-

creasing interest has been taken in what is termed Pigeon and pet

stock generally; and as this interest continues to widen and

enlarge, transactions in fur and feathered stock must proportion-

ally be augmented, and with such a volume of business done, not

merely in a state, but all over the civilized world, nine parts of

which are prosecuted by letter, and by parties who are entire

strangers to each other, it is surprising that more misuudersland-

ings do not occur.

It is, however, palpable to all honest fanciers, that much chaif

follows in the train of the wheat, who avail themselves of the

temptation to impose upon the unwary for a season. Now the

grand question arises, how to prevent or mitigate this evil. In

eases of grievance or rupture between recognized brother fanciers,

where is the talisman to adjust and reconcile ? We know the

press does what it can in exposing the delinquents, bat the dis

honest may reap a harvest by advertising before his character is

known and his name entered upon the black list. This is a seri-

ous subject for the contemplation of ourlocal and national poultry

asssociations. We might here venture, as remedies, two proposi-

tions or suggestions for their consideration. In the first place,

when there is a difference of opinion between two parties over a

purchase or exchange, and the two parties cannot arrange a set-

tlement, then let the case bo referred to an umpire or commission,

appointed by any poultry society they may agree upon, who shall

adjudge the animals and the circumstances of the case and give

a final decision, which shall be binding upon the persons con-

cerned. Secondly, some system of permits or license to sell pet

stock might be issued by the local poultry society of the town or

city, or the nearest society to the place where the fanciers reside;

and such a permit shall be considered a gnaranlee from such a society,

or recommendation, we might say, that such person is honorable

and safe to purchase of by letter, by any one at a distance, and

the public generally. And subsequently, should such a member,
in possession of such a license, be guilty of an alleged fraud, and

he refuses to make an honorable adjustment, then the case might

be referred to the president of the society that issued the license,

who, after due consideration of the aflfiiir, finds the said member
guilty, he shall forthwith degrade him from membership, and pub-

lish his name in the poultry journals of the United States and
Canada, in a list which shall be denominated the " Black Koll,"

for a year ; but should such a member earlier repent and pay all

fines and duos contained in his sentence, then he may be restored

to an honorable footing, as before. Of course, if this plan was
inaugurated, parties not having such permits would be shunned.

But, to give a reasonable and candid view of this subject, we
are far from looking upon it as a one-sided question. The honor-

able and square dealers everywhere know that the purchaser is

not always the wronged party. The fancier frequently sends a

second setting of eggs, worth from $3 to $5 per dozen, to appease

the demands of a churlish or dishonorable customer, although he

cannot ensure the eggs from the trials they pas^ through on the

way. We knew of an instance that occurred where a superior

trio of fowls was sold for something over $100 to a gentleman

living at a distance, who, upon their arrival, rejected them before

removing them from the crate. The birds were promptly re-

turned, and so was the money. Shortly afterwards, the would-be

purchaser saw the identical trio on exhibition, fell in love with

them, and begged to re-purchase them, but without success.

Then again, the fancier is daily and weekly bored with all sorts

of letters, half of them trying to get twenty-five dollar birds for

three or four dollars. The following may be taken as a sample

of some of them :

" Dear Sir : Have you got a trio of your for sale? If so,

scale me a trio that will reach 95 or over, and send me the lowest

price."

And truly $25 by some persons would be considered an exor-

bitant sum for such birds, and should any accident occur to thera

on the way, the purchaser wishes to send them back, while the

fancier spends frequently immense sums to import the best birds

from Europe that can be had there, and bears any loss, that not

unfrcquently happens, with patience and resignation. He goes to

the expense of introducing fresh blood into the stock, from which

not only he but others derive the advantages. We are not hasty

to condemn a well-known fancier erf honorable standing, but we
do desire to see some means adopted whereby brother fimciers can

amicably settle their differences without brandishing them to the

public. " A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches."

CoF^F^ESpoplDEfJCE.

Hanovekville, Pa.
Mk. Wade :

—

Would be much obliged if some one would give a short descrip-

tion of Creve Cojurs in Journal, as they are something new in

this vicinity. J. B.

OFFICERS OF THE BERKSHIRE COHNTT POULTRY AND PET STOCK

ASSOCIATION.

President, J. Dokwart.
Vice-Presidents, Sol. Shearer, A. G. Greth.

Secretary, Dr. S. B. Heckman.
Treasurer, Wsi. A, Arnold.

pigeons.

Mr. Editor :

My Pigeons, especially my White Fans, are covered with little

lice ; their flight and tail feathers completely infested. I have tried

kerosene oil, but that does not do the business. They have plenty

of water for bathing, and my place is whitewashed thoroughly, and

they have good, clean, coarse sand in abundance. What would

you advise me to do ? Amateiir.
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WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—Anemone.—Wo have in Wisconsin the pnsque anemone;

anemone (latens whicli resembles the ysam pasqiie flower. After a

few warm spring days, it sends np a downy bud so covered with

thread like leaves, that one would never suspect a bloom until the

pale purple tulip-shaped flo.ver appears. After blooming, its finely

cut leaves grow. Its root is large and coarse, and loves a poor

sandy soil. It bears tran.'iplanting well and makes a pleasing

border, blooming with the earliest spring flowers.

Mrs. M. E. DoANE.

—A Celtic Battle-Axe.—Recently, while Mr. W. H. Hood,

artist, of Wigton, Cumberhmd, was engaged in sketching in the

neighborhood of Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, he discovered in an

open drain, half buried in soil, the stone head of a Celtic battle

axe, composed of greenstone, measuring lU inches lont', 4 inches

broad, and 3^ inches in lliiekness. This is half an inch thicker

than the stone Celt found some years ago at Woohiton, in Not-

tinghamshire, considered to be the largest Celt hitherto found in

England or Scotland.

—The Newark and Clinton Horse Car Company have intro-

duced an invention on the road whereby horses can be supplied

with water while traveling. The arrangement, which is very

simple, consists of a reservoir of water on top of the car, with

rubber tubes leading therefrom to the bits in the horses' mouths,

the bits being hollow and perforated with small holes. The driver

can at pleasure open the tulies and cause the water to run into the

months of the animals. Camels do better; they have reservoirs

inside of them.

—The origin of the name "Kangaroo" is thus described in a

recent work of Mr. K. Buckland : "When Capt. Cook first dis-

covered Australia he saw some natives on the shore, one of them
holding a dead animal in his hand. The Captain sent a boat's

crew ashore to purchase the animal, and findiug on receiving it

that it was a beast quite new to him, he sent a boatswain back to

ask the natives its name. 'What do you call this 'ere animal ?'

said the sailor to the naked native. The native shook his head
and answered, 'Kan-ga-roo,' which means in Australian lingo, 'I

don't understand.' When the sailor returned to the ship the Cap-
tain said, 'Well, what's the name of the animal (' The sailor re-

plied, 'Please, sir, the black party says it is ^Kangaroo.' The
beast has kept this name ever since."

—A Spitting Snake.—There is a dangerous snake, not un
common about Benjuelila, West Africa, called by the natives 7io;ri

veje, and by the Portuguese cuspedira. It is small in size, ind

remarkable from its habit of spitting when interfered with. The
saliva is ejected to considerable distances, and is said to ciu^'L

blindness if it touches the eyes. One of the snakes was captured

by the natives and brought to where some Ei glish miners were u
work. It was teased by a miner who was standing over the c ige

which was on the ground, and retaliated by a discliargeof spittle

Some of the liquid entered one of the miner's eyes, and though
the eye was immediately washed out with water it was very much
irritated for several days. The snake was killed before any ex-

periment could be made with it by the scientific superintendent of

themine ; he has, however, no doubt of the miner's statement and
that of his companions, corroborated as it is by the testimony of

the natives and the Portuguese.

—Wild Animals.—A correspondent of the N. Y. Herald re-

cently states that the decks of the greatship which did duty as royal
yatch were crowded with people, who displayed as much curiosity
as though they were in the Zoological Gardens in Regent's Park.
But few of the collection succumbed to the effects of the vovage.
The tigers, indeed from all accounts, were particularly lively pas-
sengers, one of them, a young one, having given proof of its in-

capacity to appreciate confinement by biting off the hand of a

midshipman. The visitors were conducted over the menagerie by
the sailors, who took especial delight in showing off the proclivi-

ties of their pets. The snake killing mongoose was exhibited by
one Jack tar, while another romped around with a large black
bear. The elephants were made lions of, and reaped plenteous
harvests of cakes and oranges in return for the incessant salutations
with which they greeted the visitors. Two little buffaloes, in-

tended as a team for the carriage of the Prince's children, were
objects of much curiosity, and they would no doubt make a sen-
sation if "tooled" down the "ladies' mile" by the royal boys.
The Osborne had on board the most interesting members of the
show, in the shape of two baby ele|)hants, of wonderful sagacity
and gentleness, which, during the voyage, have been accustomed

to roam at will about the ship like big dogs. Their names
are "Kustom" and "Omar" and the resemblance between them
is so clo.se that they can only be distinguished by the names on
their collars. They worked their passage home by acting as ash

bolsters, and when the Osborne entered the harbor on Thursday
they took up their station with much gravity and decorum upon
the paddle box beside the Captain, keeping up an incessant salaam

in the direction of the chilly land for which they have changed
their sultry clime.

Antelopes, Cashmere sheep, four-horned sheep, wild dogs, mn.sk

deer and an immense panther are among the remainder of the

collection, which consists altogether of 134 animals and birds.

They will find a temporary resting place at the Zoological Gardens,

where a new tent has been erected for them. 'Tickets for the

"Zoo," on Sundays, will doubtless be in great demand, for ever

since the day when the royal menagerie at the Tower of London
ceased to be one of the London sights, English kings and princes

have not indulged in this ancient appendage of royalty.

A FnNNY Fellow.—With body pertly erect, and its queer

little eyes looking in opposite directions, the sea horse is the most
grotesque little creature in marine life. It is only three or four

inches long, but has more character and dignity than any animal

I have ever had in my aquarium. Its head is shaped much like

that of our common horse, the resemblance being made greater

bv the fins wliich project from the sides of the neck like ears.

The general color is ashen gray, with almost in li.-icernable

sjiots of blue, and in certain lights various hues play over the

bod> The peculni conugated appearance of its body, together

with the "iiher^ metallic spangles with which it is studded, re-

mind one of
the tiniest of
knTght- crrants

"(lad in a
s n 1 1 of m a i 1.

The dorsal fin,

fringed and bor-

dcied with yel-

1 jw, is a marvel
of beauty ; and

>^~ the prehensile

till, with which
the owner a t-

tii hes itself toa
fi\Ld object, is

n^id In wonder-
f 1 1 fashion —

'

1 1 littlle fel-

res easily,

111 I is obliged

to rest often.

_ The female

I ^^^sea horse is the

m st fortunate

of mothers, the

question of

^_S Woman's
^^Rij^hts" having

been settled ccn-

'^eu Iloiti"; and Set/uh turies ago, for

the model h„„l J .„ f ..I.^J w..l. a j.ojch .n which he carries

the young. When the e<:gs are ready, tlie female deposits them in

the poucii without the least ceremony, and swims away, free from

further responsibility. One would think it sufficient that the male

should have to hatch the eggs ; but his duties do not end here, for

he is obl'ged to find nourishment for the young. The pouch con-

tains a thick lining of fat, and upon this the little seahorses feed

until the parent concludes they are strong enough to take care of

themselves, when they are unceremoniously forced out of his pouch

into the water. They seem very bewildered at first, and do not

appear to make comfortable use of surroundings, but after strug-

gling for a moment or two they clasp each other's tails, and float

about in a mass. The male sea-horse makes ready to expel his

offspring wiih apparent deliberation. He will often attach him-

self to a piece of coral and make careful investigation, then glide

to a piece of dead serptila, and examine wisely ; not being satis-

fied here perhaps, he will find an attractive rock, and conclude it

it is a proper place to introduce his children. He first fastens his tail

firmly to the lower part, then presses his pouch against the side of

the rock, and the little ones come forth.

The sea-horse is ridiculously curious, and examines carefully

every new object placed in the tank. He does not turn to one side

when particularly interested, like many of the finny trilie, but has

an intent direct gaze. The eyes of a sea horse look in different
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directions, and it has appeared to me that he can examine two ob-
jects at once without confusion of vision.

I have seen a shrimp nibble the tail of a sea-horse, and the de-

liberate and important manner in which he turned his head and
loolied down upon the shrimp, was very amusing. They can show
quite an amount of indignation when imposed upon. A shrimp
often settlis upon tlie back of a sea-horse and ritles about a tanic,

and the sea horse wdl drive about in all directions to get him off.

AVhen not succeeding, I have seen ihem swim against the planst
with all the violence of their little bodies, and thus free them-
selves.

Six sea horses have lived successfully in my tank at once. They
were caught at Princess Bay. They were very shy at first and
eager to hide among the green sea-lettnce, but were soon sufficient-

ly tamed to feed from my fingers. I fed them with live shrimp at

first, by breaking open ihe backs and presenting the exposed flesh.

They would suck this all out at once, with a quick, shiirp noise.

But this process of feeding was troublesome. I thought of ser-

pula, and imagining how easily the sea-horse could suck the ani-

mal from the tube, resolved to make a trial of it for food. Remem-
bering, too, that there were quantities of it where my sea-horses
were caught, it occurred to me that it might be their natural food.

I placed several large pieces in the tank, and from tlie knowing
movements of the sea-horses, concluded that they recognized
friends.

The serpnla did not enjoy transportation, and for several hours
kept hidden iu their cells. The sea-horses seemed acquainted
with their moods, however, and kept swimming about them and
watching thtm carefully. After a time the feathery heads began
to appear ; but as soon as one came out it was devoured in an in-

stant. I have since fed the sea-horses upon serpula, being obliged
to replenish jjccasionally when animals would be all eaten out of
the shells.—7rfa B. Roberts.

I
For the above interesting article we are indebted to " Baldwin

the clothier" for permission to copy it from his interesting month-
ly, issued from the north east corner of Broadway and Canal St.,

N. Y.—Ed.1

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the iieek ending July 23, 1876.

2 Red Foxes (Viilpezfulous). Presented by Joseph M. Wilson,
Washington, D. C.

2 Ring Doves {Turtur risorius). Presented by E. M. Bruce,
Phila.

1 Loggerhead Turtle (C/ie/o«iafar<?«o). Presented.

2 Horned Frogs (Phrijnosana cormda). Presented by Mrs. E.
E. Kerper, Phila.

6 Horned Frogs (P. cTO-n!i(a). Presented.

2 Hawk Owls (Simiia ulula). Presented by S. N. Hill, Con-
cordville. Pa.

2 Ring Doves (Turtur risorius). Presented by John Emery,
Cheltenham, Pa.

1 "SVood Ibis [Tautalus hcuhdor). Presented,

(ror the week ending July 31, 1876.)

1 Belted Kingfisher (Ceryle alci/on).

1 Ealcon (Falco mexicanus). Presented by Martin Goldsmith,

Camden, N. J.

2 Great Horned Ov/U {Bubo virginianus). Presented by Sam.
N. Hill. Concordvillc, Pa.

1 Turkey Buzzard (Cuthartesaura). Presented by S. N. Still,

Maloem, Pa.

1 Opossum and young { Diclelpht/s virginiana). Presented by J.

Brainard and C. C. Ellis. Washington, D. C.

\ English Blackbird (Tardus merula). Presented by L. J.

Clark, Phila.

2 Mexican Hairless Dogs, Presented by Master John Yarrow,
Washington, D. C.

Artiidr E. Bkown, Gen'l. Sup't.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PETS AND THE FATE OP SOME OP THEM.
BY HUON.

No. 6. Thk Pet Owl.
[Newly arrived Missionary in the Cannibal Islands to Native.]

M. "Did you know my friend, the late Missionary who died

among you V
N. " O yes, me knew him welly well."

M. " Know him intimately did you—Did he agree with your

people pretty well?"

N. " O yes, me knew him welly well

—

me Mp eat him. Him
agreed icilh me welli/ well."—Report of a Missionary.

A friend has imparted to me the following account of a "Pet and

its fate," which I give as it was told me " nothing extenuating or

setting down aught in malice."

" Some years ago," said my friend, " having some literary work

I wished to finish without fear of interruption I took up ray abode

for the Summer months at an out of the way, country tavern, sev-

eral miles remote from the busy city's noise.

My landlord was the owner of quite a number of pets, ranging

from bears to canaries, and among others a long-eared owl
(
Otus

wilsonianus,) which had but one leg, and on that one the poor bird

of wisdom went hopping about in such a ludicrous manner, that

the creature became to me, at once almost, an object of interest.

Inquiring into its history I learned how it lost its leg. My land-

lord informed me that as he was sitting on his porch one evening

just after a storm, something suddenly cast upon him a flitting

shadow, and in the ne.xt instant he heard the crash of breaking

glass, which, upon inspection proved to be a large light splintered

into many pieces by an owl, which was prostrate in the din-

ing room, unable to fly further. The owl had evidently been at-

tracted by a canary which was singing in its cage within the room,

hence the intrusion. The canary was nnhurt and safe, but the

burglarious owl had, in contact with the glass cut one of its legs

nearly ofi'. " My first thought," said the landlord, " was to take

the would-be robber and murderer (fori had no doubt it had come

for my canary,) and wring its neck ;—my next was to remember

that the bird was but following out the law of nature—seeking its

food where it could be found—and so in pity for its fearful mistake

and its results, I determined to save its life, if I could, and place

it among my pets.

Amputation, so nearly performed by the glass, was soon com-

pleted, and with some healing remedy and bandages you see the

result; but I must say in conclusion, that "Burglar"—that's the

name I gave him—has been more trouble, annoyance, loss, and

plague to me than all my other pets put together. Sometimes I

wish I had wrung the rascal's neck as I had at first intended."

"Such was my landlord's story," said my friend, and he continued ;

" having but little to see or interest mo in the few moments of leisure

I could spare from my writing, I fraternised with this one legged

pet owl which soon hopped after me in its ludicrous fashion, and

became to me a most affable companion, as well as a great source

of amusement in a place, which, as 1 have intimated, was not over-

stocked with that material.

Well, time went on, my work was nearly done, and so one day

I told my landlord I should leave him after next day's dinner, at

which time I requested him to have my bill ready, that I might

pay and take my departure.

When the morning of my last day came, I missed my feathered

friend, and for some time I searched for him, or her, I know not

to this day to which gender my pet belonged—but all in vain,—

I

found him, or her not; though I hunted up and down. Finally

the dinner hour came, and the dinner with it. I should have told

you that I had my meals served me iu my room, and when my
dinner was brought up by Katy the neat serving majd, I found

among the things a curious morsel of game, nicely conked and



August 7, 1876.] THE F 7^ N C I E R S ' JOURNAL. 363

sauced, but which struck mo as something strange inasmuch that

it had no h'gs.

What kind of hii-d is tliis, Katy ? I enquired, but just then she

was suddenly called away, and I received no answer; and in the

next moment, as requested, in came my landlord with his bill, and

a bottle of currant wine (home made and excelleiit,) which he had

brought to me as a parting present. Of course I invited him to

help me drink it, and when he was seated on the opposite side of

the table the following conversation took place :

Myself. Landlord—by the way, what has become of that pet

owl which I was so fond of 1 I have been looking for it all the

morning and can find it nd where !

Landlord, (interrupting.) "I hope you have been satisfied

with your accommodations while here 1"

Myself. " Quite so. But the owH—I am sorry I couldn't find

the poor lame thing—I got quite attached to it."

Land'ord. (still dodging the question). " We have endeavored

to give you a soup, a slew, a roast, and some game every day, sir,

and I hope you will find your bill correct; and the charges satis-

factory."

Myself, (glancing at the sum total). "Quite so. But about

the ov/W [Yon sec a horrid suspicion came over me]—What

could have become of it ? Cats, you know will "

—

Landlord, (still ignoring the questions). " I was much afraid

that I would have no game for you on this your last day with us,

and it seemed to me wih all my efforts, I was likely not to have

your favorite game dish for you, which you have just now finished

with apparent relish, when fortunately

—

Myself, (horrified at the thought). " I have not eaten my pet i

You did not kill that dear, one-legged, ludicrous owl for me V
Landlord. " Kill it? Oh no, sir ! I assure you I did not kill

it !—I was about to toll you that, fortunately, it died some time

during last flight
!"

"I paid my bill and departed from hostelry, nevermore to enter

its doors, but since that time, I can eat anything set before me."

Such was my friend's story, and such the fate of the pet owl with

one leg.

" To what base uses may we come at last."

ings around its hind legs, but so strong were the threads which

suspended it in the air, and so securely were they attached to its

tail, that all efforts to break them proved fruitless. Mr. Gross,

taking great interest in the proceedings, left the spider undisturb-

ed, and during almost the whole of Monday night, with several

friends, watched its workings attentively. The little insect, after

taking her position on her victim's tail, commenced manipulating

the threads and working. Gradually could the astonished wit-

nesses of this wonderful feat see the mouse creep up, and the

threads, descending from their fastenings under the corner of the

bench to the mouse's tail, increased in number, and during the

twenty-four hours ending yesterday evening the threads had so

increased that it became impossible to count thrm, and the mouse,

which was still alive, though quite weakened, had been raised

from one to three and a half inches from the floor. The spider,

during the whole time of its work, sat on tlie mouse's tail, only

leaving its position at long intervals, when he would cautiously

creep down the tail to its roots and there feed upon the blood of

the mouse. Then, resuming its position on the end of the tail, it

would again begin its work. This unheard of capture of a mouse

by so small an insect, and its ingenious manner of elevating it,

has excited the wonder and admiration of thousands of visitors,

among whom may be mentioned several scientific men and physi-

cians, who assembled in large crowds at Mr. Gross's carpenter

shop to witness the progress of the gigantic task which the little

spider has undertaken and is successfully bi-inging to an issue.

Mr. Gross will leave them undisturbed and carefully watch the

result, as every one is an.xious to see what the spider will do with

his captive after it dies, and how far it will elevate it.

—

N. 0.

Picai/une.

Exctjy^NqES.
([^"Advertisements under this head, of four Hues, or forty-eight words de-

scribing aud offering fur ExcliaiiiiC only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

iI^"'*To EXCH.\^GK FOR cash" OF "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PURCdASJiR,"

or '-WANTED AN UFFEit," etc., etc., cannot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exchnnup or Want column.
ill^^No Exchange or U'ant will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

A SPIDER CAPTURES A MOUSE.
The wonderful little spider which captured the mouse, and is

elevating it into its parlor at Mr. Michael Gross's carpenter shop

on Greatmen, between Elysian Fields and Marigny streets, of

which we gave an account yesterday morning, is still busily en-

gaged in its herculean task, and filling the numerous persons who

visit it with amazement. This astonishing little insect is of the

black species, and very small, a fact that renders the feat which it

now performs the more marvelous. The mouse was accustoincd,

w hen on a predatory excursion, to emerge from a hole under the

bench where the spider dwells, and pass into the carpenter shop,

where the bench stands. The enterprising spider, who had no

doubt watched for a long time the movements, laid a tiap for the

unsuspecting young mouse, and Monday morning, when it started

out on its daily rounds, the little spider, wlio was on the lookout,

tightened the thread which she had prepared for her victim, whose

hind legs had been entangled in them as it passed out of its hole,

and soon secured it. Immediately after the legs had been caught,

the spider fastened another thread to the mouse's tail, and after

several hours constant work, succeeded in raising the prey's hind

quarters, and continued so doing till the tip of the mouse's nose

only touched the floor. Having thus rendered it helpless, the

little spider industriously set to work multi|ilying its fastenings.

After a few more hours' labor, the mouse was raised an inch from

the floor, the spider working as if with a pulley. In its terrible

contortion to release itself, the mouse managed to sever the fasten-

«•. H. IIATHBONE, t'ncasville. Conn., has some choice Light

Brahma chicks, hatched March '76, which he wishes to exchange for Klack

Hamburg or Brown Leghorn pullets, or young fowls ; has also some choice

White Leghorn cociierels to exchange.

W, C. EATON, Neivark, N. J., will exchange a Magic Lantern, 125

slides, (ct'st S2UO.0U) : also a Graves Incubator, for P. C., B. L., and Houdan
chicks. Fancy points no object.

B. HULiSE;, Box 23, Allentown, N. J., will give Shepherd pups and
Fancy Pigeons, for Golden Sebright Bantam Cock, or White Crested Black

Poland fowls or chicks.

F. PEPPAKD, Basking Ridge, N. J., will exchange 1 scroll saw,

(Wallacel, 1 press, ^irllJU worth of Type, also White Cochins, for a good key,

check, outfit, or learners' telegraph instrument. Write, stating what you

W. D. HUIWPHKEV, JK
change a trio nf Douiiniiiue Legl:

"or a pair of Java Games, or Coo

Tarrytown, N Y. would like to ex-
liicks, March birds, (Aaron Low stock),

•iVork on Game Fowls.

E, BI. BIDWEi.iL. Natick, K. I., will exchange 1 pair Blue Owl.'!,

value S6 ; 8 pair Black and Blue Tumblers, at 43 per piir ; and 1 pair Black

and White Fans, value -ipo, for a pair ^Vhite Crested Fans, not akin, good

breeders, and worth 820.

WIlililAMSOWj care of 64 E. Eager St., Baltimore, Md., has a
beautiful Gordon and English Setter Bitch, (sire imported), stands well, six-

teen months oM, to exchange for a good cartridge revolver, White Barbs,

Black African Bantams, or offers. Write and give full particulars.

J, E. WILMAIS'H'H, Lock Box 95, Taunton, Mass., would like to

exchange Light Brahma fowls, or White Leghorns, for Fancy Pigeons. My
stock is good. I want the same. Speak quick.

M. v. RLl'lSENBUKIiH, Bay Shore, Suffolk Co., L. I, will

laiige Imperial Pckiu Ducks for a thoroughbred Beagle Hound, about <

:ar old, or offers.

FANCIEK, Hox 233, Tamaqua, Pa., wants to exchange a 10-key

Accordeon, 2 good Violins, 1 Show Case, 2 Parrot Cages, 1 Babbit Hutch, 1

E.ectric Battery, 1 KiBe, 3 triple Fowl Coups, 4 Single Turkey or Geese Coops,

2 Double Bantam Coops, wire Ironts, 6 Light Brahma bens, 1 pair Earl Derby
Games, " nit stock," 1 Bed Bird and Cage, White Carriers, Bed Barbs, White,

and Colored Fans, Tumblers, and other Fancy Pigeons, for Grey or Fox
Squirrels, Talking Parrot, or offers.
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CHAS. F. FRKEMANj 1914 North Fifth St., Philadelphia, Pa.,

hi-eeUer of Swallows, Turbits, and Owls, will exch.auge some of the liuest Blue-
winged Turbits, Solid Black Turbits, Black-tail Turbits, and fine bred Owls,
for lied Swallows or Blue Swallows. They must be perfect birds in every
way. Here is a chance for anybody to get good Turbits for good Swallows.

EZRA B. DIBBLE, New Haven, Conn., will exchange l.ight

Brahmas, (see Advertisement,) for a fine copy of Webster's Uniibridged Hlus-
trated Dictionary, or a Smith & Wesson Pocket Revolver, No. 32 cartridge, or
offers.

T. J. ITIcDAINIEL, HoUis Centre, Me., has extra high-bred Urown
Leghorn chicks, to exchange for Corn, Wheat, Barley or Oats; chicks are fine

young birds, and will be warranted to mature right. Write immediately.

W. ». BALL, Box 677, Plaiufield,N. J., will exchange :i fine crested
"White Pan heus, 3 lied Tumbler cocks, for an extra pair of Black or Blue
Fans or Swallows, birds, or Forrets.

H. S. CHAPMAN, Saybrook, Conn., will exchange 2 pair P. Hocks
for 1 pair S. S. Bantams; 1 pair F. Rocks or 1 pair B. A. Bantams for Black
Fans, Golden Seb rights, or Dutch Rabbits ; Bee Keeping by Quimby (new), for

"Work on Pigeons or Kabbits.

^V. J, l!;VEN»EN, Williamsport, Pa., will exchange 1 trio of B. B
K. Oume Bantams, and 10 chicks ; 1 pair Silver Duckwiug Game Bantams
and 4 chicks; 2 pair Red Carriers, 2 pair of Blaclc Priests, 2 pair Runts, J

pair of Blue Antworps, 2 Black Carrier cocks, 1 pair Red Jacobins, for offers

of anything that won't eat, or will fell.

R. F. FARR, Clifton, Pass;iic Co.,N. J., will exchange a Planet, Jr.

Seed Drill, in perfect order, (used only half day,) for first-class White Leghorn
Hens or Fullets.

E. «. FLANUERS & CO., Manchester, N. H , have to exchang;
two horse pistols, for Brown Leghorns, or offers. Speak quick. Write or
Piistal cards, or any other kind ot cards.

GEO. AV. SCHEFI
Pa., will exchange stuticd c

for either Yellow Pouters, or

long enrs.

•'HCfiSg No 21, South Second St., Harrisburg
If, with S legs, 2 tails, and 1 head, in gUiss case

Carriers, or i'autails, or good Water Spj.niel witl

FRANK R. ftlOAVElil., Lancaster, Pa., will exchange Buff
Cochins, three hens and one cock, '71 hatch, (llernsteins' stock), for White
Leghorn heus. None but good stock wanted, same as mine is. Speak

Book Exchange.
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 43 words, describing ;

offering one Book for Sale, Exchange, or Wanted, will be allowed at 10 ci

for each and every insertion.

DOYLE'S ILffiUSTR.ATED ROOIK OK POULTRY.

—

"W. H. Ilathbone, Unciisville, Conn., wants the above for two choice White
Leghorn cockerels. Smith strain.

AtJOUBON WAN'B'ED-
copy of the above Work State coi

y>J\\ij ED.
READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting aishouestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

FANCIER) Box 233, Tamaqua. Pa., wants three or four Grey,
Squirrels. Must be harmonious, as they must go together in one cage
young or old. Will p^y cash, or give Pigeons, Light Brahma hens,
&c. tee exchange column.
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TIRED MOTHERS.
A little elbow leans upon your knee,

Your tircii knee that iuis so mueh to bear;

A eliild's clear eyes ;u'e lookinjr lovingly

From underneath ii tliatch of tangled hair.

Perhaps you do not heed the velvet tou^'h

Of warm, moist linjjors, holdinii; yours so tight

;

You do not prize this blessing overnuieh,

You are almost too tired to pray to night.

But it is blessedness ! A year ago
I did not see it us I do to-day

;

We are so dull anil thankless—and too slow

To catch the sunshiiie till it slips away.
And now it seems siirprisin'^ strange to me.

That, while I wore the hadgeol' niotheiliood,

I did not kiss more oft and tenderly

The little child that brought on me only good.

And if, some night whrn you sit down to rest,

You miss this elbow from your tired knee

—

This restless, eurling head from oft' your breast,

This lisping tongue that chatters constantly
;

If from your own i lie dimpled hands had slipped,

And ne'er would nestle in your palm again.
If the white feet into their grave had tripi>ed,

I could not blame you for your heartache then 1

I wonder so that mothers ever fret

At little children clinging to their gown
;

Or that the footprints, when the days are wet.

Are ever bleak enough to make them frown.
If I could find a little muddy boot.

Or cap. or jacket on my chamber floor;

If I could kiss a rosy, restless foot.

And hear its patter in my room once more
;

If I could mend the broken cart to day.
To-morrow make a kite to reach the sky

—

Thpre is no woman in God's world could say-

She was more blissfully content than I.

But, oh ! the dainty pillow next mv own
Is never rumpled liy a shining head ;

My singing birdling from its nest is flown

—

The little boy I used to kiss is dead

!

—Ex.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW FEATURE IN
CHELONE GLABRA.
BY THOMAS G. GENTRY.

Nature is ever exhibiting new phases of her wonderful character,

which to the scientific mind are fraught with peculiar interest.

Evidences of this fact meet us at every step, and invite our willing

etibrts to shape them into form.

While thousands of discoveries arc annually made in botany,

and recorded in the literature of the day, it is gratifying to know
that there are inexhaustible treasures still in reserve, waiting to

reveal themselves to the patient interrogator of nature. There
are laws yet to be discovered, and effects to be associated with their

proper causes. There are rudimentary appendages to be account-

ed for, irregularities of plant development to be considered,

together with the peculiar combination of circumstances conducive

thereto.

While studying the morphology of the floral parts of Chelone

ylabra which is in bloom with us in the months of August and

September, a rather curions anomaly came to notice. Growhig

upon a single stalk wen: five flowers, three of which in addition

to the four perfect stamens, and the single rudimentary stamen so

eminently characteristic of Sa'ajihulariaceous plants in general,

were possessed of a fifth perfect stamen. These are remarkable

occurrences, since they evidence a tendency upon the part of

certain plant species, under favorable conditions, to assume new
lines of growth in preference to existing channels.

Why this tendency upon the part of the plant to produce

outriglit new stamens, instead of expending its excess of growth

forcp, the inevitable result of increased nuirition, in the perfecting

of the rudimentary stamen? If the rudimentary stamens in

Chelone are organs in process of development, how does it happen

that the increased vigor which the plant has newly acquired, is not

applied to the part which has apparently been determined upon in

the secret workings of its economy 1

No fact is better established than that rudimentary organs in

some cases are evolved iu obedience to an acceleration of growth

force, and that this remains constant for a greater or less period of

time, until changes introduced into their environment, form au
increase of plant vigor which is utilized in their perfecting.

Numerous facts might be cited to sustain the above position, but

time will only allow the barest recital of two. In the summer of

1872, while perambulaiing the rural districts in quest of botanical

specimens, the writer met with a few plants of Ranunculusfascicu-

laris, one of our common buttercups, in which the coroUine

series of metamorphosed leaves was double, similar to that condi-

tion which prevails in the double buttercup of our gardens. In

double specimens of flowers, this serial repetition is mainly due to

staminal metamorphoses. In the Ranunculus, as is well-known, a

noi mal corolla is formed of five petals with nectariferous scale at

the base of each. In the opinion of Prof. Lindley these append-

ages are buE barren stamens.

In the buttercup under consideration, instead of cases of genuine

staminal metamorphoses, the writer observed for the first time,

double flowers, the evident results of scale transformation. These

scales being stamens undeveloped and open, or petals in a rudi-

mentary condition, an excess of growth force would certainly be

directed towards bringing them to a state of perfection.

As a second proof I might quote the observation of Thomas
Meehan upon an orchidaceous plant, Bletia Tankenillia, which is

chiefly found in greenhouses and conservatories. Mr. Meehan
discovered on the outside at the base of the three exterior petals

of a flower of the above species, a liquid exudation from a small

gland. lie thought it was highly probable that these glands

were rudimentary spurs, which a more vigorous nutrition would

tend to develop. In this connection it might be further remarked

that a few weeks subsequent to this announcement, an English

scientific periodical reported the discovery of flowers of this identi-

cal species with perfect spurs ; another striking proofof theaccuracy

with which scientific predictions are often made.
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It is plain from the foregoing statements tliat in some cases,

rudimentary organs are only the stages by whieh higher develop-

ment is attained. "When it is remembered tliat every organism

or part of an organi-m, is only reached griidually in the majority

of cases, although there do seem to be some exceptions to it as a

rule, common sense should not revolt at the idea even though it

conflicts with the doctrine of teleology. It is time that creation,

or ratlier evolution, is not a "dead letter," but a real substantial

agent, ever reaching to higher progress.

If rudimentary parts are organs on the road to higher develop-

ment, it seems just to conclude that in the case of Chelone,vfe

have a clear demonstration of the truth.

But facts are stubborn things, as they prore to be in the present

instance. The increase of yrmvlh force in the plant's economy,

instead of being directed into the old tracks, marks out a new
channel for the exhibition of its powers.

If rudimentary appendages are "organs in process of develop-

ment," according to the theory of Prof. Cope, it is equally true,

as the same authority testifies, that they are "organs in process

of extinction, occasioned by abiolute or complementary loss of

growth force." Examples might be given bjr scores to prove

the truth of this theory, but I forbear. The question that con-

cerns the writer at present is, does the rudimentary stamen of

Chelone glabra come under this category % If so, it is the part of

wisdom to conclude that in some of its remote progenitors, it per-

formed an essential function in the flower's economy, and that
having served its lime and purpose under the old regime, it in now
no longer necessary, and through lack of vitality has dwindled
down to its present status.

But do the facts countenance such a theory ? I apprehend not.

If througli lack of growth force ilie stamen has reached i's ])resent

degradation, methinks under a better condition of affairs approx-
mating that under whieh its remote ancestors flourished, it would
cease to deteriorate, and under the ameliorating influence of
increase of growth force, would tend to retrace its backward steps.

But we Arid a different asjicct of the case. The rudinieniary
stamen remains as it was, and the plant expends ils augmented
vigor in tlie development of a fifth btamen which is perfect in the
minutest details of siruciure.

There appears to the writer a choir-e between two theories where-
with to account for this anomalous circumstance, in anything like

a satisfactory manner : Kir-ftly—To assume that tlie rudimentary
stamen has so far deteriorated in its character as a stamen, as to
render it utterly impossible for vitality to operHte upon its struc-
ture in the line of development. Siconilly—That tlie imperfect
stamen is intended to play a role in the flower's economy, whieh a
perfect stamen cannot assume.

SPARE THE BIRDS.
" The way of the transgressor is hard," is a text on whieh few

of us have not heard sermons. Although generally, if not always,

applied to crimes against morality and spiritual life, it has a still

wider range, and is equally applicable to offenses against the laws
of nature.

Avarice, greed, and selfishness in various forms have depopula-

ted our streams of fish, and are even now at work with sinjilar re-

sults in the bays and inlets of our Atlantic coast. To repair the

loss of food of this kind, thus entailed upon us. governmental Fish

Commissions have been appointed, with large expenditures of

money, to restock the streams, and laws with heavy penalties are

passed to prevent obstrueiing the water ways by dams, and poi-

soning them by the waste from the manufactories. Thesameevil
is going on with our birds, which are rapidly disappearing, and in

their stead come woeful insect plagues, the natural consequence of

man's disregard of that law of equilibrium which exists everywhere
in nature.

We need no better illustration of this than the present locust or
grasshopper plague of the West. We confess to but little sympa-
thy with the sufferers. It may appear hard-hearted to say so, but
they largely deserve the losses they suffer, for such of tbcm as have

not been active participants in the willful slaughter of the grouse

have rendered themselves scarcely less guilty by their apathy and
want of public spirit in not providing proper legal remedies and

restrictions. Do not think that we speak too harshly on this mat-

ter. It is a well-known fact that the§e locusts come from a section

of country in whieh grouse abound, the eggs and larva; of the lo-

custs forming a large, if not the main, supply of food to the birds

during the spring and summer months. Professor Kiley, of St.

Louis, the State Entomologist of Missouri—than whom there is

no closer observer or better authority upon the habits of insects

—

estimates that one grouse will in one season consume the eggs and

larva; of locusts enough, if hatched out, to destroy one hundred

acres of crops. When, therefore, men are allowed to trap these

birds to the extent of hundreds of tons weight every season, is it

any wonder that people aie plagued with locusts 1 They have

their choice—grouse or locusts ; if they choose the latter, they

should not complain.

It is stated that nearly nine hundred tons of these birds were re-

ceived in Chicago last winter, and such was the glut in the market

that immense quantities were fed to the hogs or thi'own into the

lake. Allowing that all that were killed amounted to nine hundred

tons, the average weight of each bird being two pounds, there were

900,000 of them, which, according, to Professor Kiley's estimate
of their insect feeding, would have consumed the eggs and hirvte

of locusts sufficient to have destroyed the ci'ops on nin<'ty millions

of acres, or liiree times the area of the State of Pennsylvania.
In proportionate extent is the damage done by the destruction

of other birds. All over the country men and boys may be seen

stalking about with gun's in their hands, ready to shoot any bird,

however small, evei- though it be but a wrm. Is it any wonder
that we are afflicted with eurcuho, currant worms, rose slugs, cab-

bage-worms, cock chafer grubs, and other insects that destroy our
fruit and other crops ? Plums, apricots, nectarines, and cherries,

which wei'C formerly raised in abundance in and around New York
island, now can hardly be grown at all.

Many stupid and foolish prejudices exist against some birds.

Take the robin, for instance, whieh is almost universally charged
with stealing cherries. We have watched him eloselv, and found

that in nearly all the cherries which he had bitten were the marks
of a worm orgrub, which he had extracted. If he occasionally takes

a few perfect fruit, it is little compared with the good he does.

Now an outcry is raised against the English sparrows, which ara

accused of all sorts of wronir-doings, but whose peccadilloes are

nothing when set against their services. Most of our readers can
recollect when every large city in the country was so infested with

span worms or caterpillars as to render the streets almost impas-

sable that were shaded by trees. Kow they are scarcely ever to

be .seen, thanks to the sparrtiws, whieh destroy the eggs of the

moth or butterfly almost as soon as laid, their microscopical eyes

enabling them to detect them in the deepest crevices of the bark.

It is in this way that most birds are such destroyers of insects
;

they are all passionately fond of eggs, and eagerly devour them.

They eat comparatively few caterpillars or butterflies, but are

fond of such larvaj or grubs as are found in the soil ; hence fre-

quent stirring or hoeing the earth has the advantage among others

of exposing the larva; of any injects that are in it to the birds.

In our own little garden we never allow a bird—not even a
crow—to be molested, and do all we can to encoui-age them to

visit us ; and although we are close to the city (we might say in

the city, for there are close blocks of houses within a few hundred

feet) we are visited every season by robins, cat-birds, woodpeckers,

kingfishers, bobolinks, yellow-birds, cedar-birds, wood-doves, wrens,

snow-birds, crows, sparrows, and others, so that there is scarcely

a caterpillar to be found on the premises, and but few other in-

sects, and these to no troublesome extent. The birds seem fully

to understand that they are welcome, and often amuse us by their

appartnt assertion of their rights of proprictorsliip, among other

things often driving our pair of eats into the house or other place

of shelter, flying at their heads and peeking at their eyes until the

cats are glad to retreat.

We therefore urge our plea on behalf of the birds, for we feel cer-

tain that ere long, if their pi-esent wicked destruction goes on, we
shall be so plagued with insects as to make the cu tivation of many
crops, especially fruits, almost impossible. The evil will become

so great as to require legislative action to protect them, and we
shall have to appoint ornithological commissions to restock the

country, as we now have fish commissions to restock our streams

with fish,

—

Harper's Bazar.
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PodLji^Y Dspy^F^TP'^NT'

WILD TURKEYS.
A subscriber to your valuable paper desires me to give its

readers my experience with " wild " turkeys, and wishin;; to aid

my fellow farmers by any means in my power, I gladly give my
experience, limited tliougb it is.

Several years ago an uncle brought from the far West n pair of

turkeys, which had been captured and tamed. Their offspring

proved very hardy and prolific. Last season I secured a trio, and

this year gave them a trial. I found them belter than I expected.

The severe cold and wet weather of last spring destroyed m:iny

flocks of common turkeys, but, with one exception, which I think

was owing to gross mismanagement, all the flocks (several in num-

ber) of "wild" turkeys endured the storms, and came through in

good condition. They are blue-lilack, tipped with white, and are

a handsome bird to look at. Having a rich gloss, they make as

beautiful an appearance as the peacock. Their most valuable char-

acteristics are hardiness, large incrca-e, fineness of bone, and last,

but not least, quietness. Strange to say. they have not the wan-

dering habits of common turkeys. The failure alluded to above,

was this : We had some very fine wild turkeys that would weigh

about five pounds each ; the supply of corn meal failing, we gave

them a few feedings of corn, oats and rye ground together, equal

parts of each. Two of the lot soon died. Do you think it was

the rye that killed them 1 Will ground rye kill turkeys and chick-

ens *?

—

Country Gentleman.

THE PEACOCK.
Nobody ever passed by a farm-yard where this domesticated bird

is spreading his plumage, without admiration. Nor can we pass

him by in our own dcseriptiou of the feathered tribes, without loss.

There are four species of the peacock. Two are found in Asia,

one in Africa, and one in China. Our domestic peacock came

originally from Asia. All these species are of large size and of

great external beauty.

The crested peacock measures about five feet, including body

and trail The body is only a foot and a half long, while the trail

is three feet and a half—"more sail than ballast I" Common
prudence would require that this animal should keep near the

harbor in stormy weather ! It's head is very small, but plumed

and crested; the neck is long and small, tapering most gracefully

from the breast upward ; the wings are short and rounded, with

the sixth quill the longest; the tail is composed of eighteen feathers

long and rounded, which in the male is concealed by the greatly

lengthened coverts. This beautiful bird is elegant in form, grace-

full in movement, and clothed in a plumage resplendent with tints

of green, golden, bronze and blue. Its long tail coverts, which it

often spreads like a fan, are brilliant beyond description, with

their metallic hues, white shafts, velvet black center, and bright

terminal eye spots. Who has not seen the peacock display itself

in public or private parks. And the wild species are said to be

even more beautiful than the domesticated.

Griffith says of these birds: "We find in their incomparable

robe all that glitters in the rainbow, and sparkles in the rivers,

the azure tints of the heavens and the emerald of the fields."

Some are more or less variegated, and occasionally one is found

entirely white.

The peacock weighs about the same as a turkey. His flight is

low and heavy. The female lays from twelve to twenty eggs once

a year and no more. But we find illustrated in the peacock the

old proverb : "That all good things are not given to one." He
is beautiful beyond comparison in plumage, but horrid in song.

A dismal and even shocking scream is all he can utter. His

legs are black and homely. He is a voracious eater, devouring

plants, seeds and insects without distinction. In the neighbor-

hood of gardens and planted fields, the pe.icock is an intolerable

nuisance. So disgusting are his habits and bad his conduct that

he finds but one companion (the turkey) in the farm yard.

We can trace the history of the peacock back as far as the days

of Solomon. He was imported from the East, in order to gratify

the taste of that monarch, for the beautiful in nature. In the days

of luxury and extravagance among the Romans, the peacock was

held in the highest estimation as an article of food. He was so

popular among kings and princes that he became a royal bird.

There was a time, when in Greece, a pair of peacocks cost more
than a hundred dollars in our money. It is s.iid that when Alex-

ander the Great was in India, he was so struck with the beauty

of this bird that he laid a heavy penalty upon those who should

in any way injure him.

Like the votary of fashion and folly who seeks her chief enjoy-

ment in the public streets or giddy throng, the peacock is fond of

display and admiration. But let us remember he wears more stars

on his spaT)gled train, than he carries brains in his head.— Vermont

Farmer.

A DEMOCRATIC HEN AND A REPUBLICAN CAT.

Our County Treasurer, Capt. Fry, has a pair of pets which

have lately developed alarming political tendencies, and which

should certainly be investigated by a committee of the House.

The first, is a hen which has existed in a state of comparative hap-

piness until a short time since, when she became a victim of mis-

fortune, and her happiness was wrecked. She hatched out a

brood of chickens, and three of them were of an unmistakable

black. From the very first, Biddy was disgusted with her dusky

offsprings, and would have nothing to do with them ; she was a

hen of the purest Caucasian blood, and evidently considered this a

case of involuntary miscegenation. Whenever the unfortunate

Africans came near her, she would cackle in noisy protest, and

her face, as far as a hen's face is capable of expression, would take

on a look of deepest disgust. At last, regardless of the majesty

of the law, as evidenced in the Fifteenth Amendment to our Con-

stitution, she kicked them out of the home nest, and turned them

adrift upon the mercies of the cold world. And this is where the

Republican Cat comes in. Capt. Fry has, in his second pet, a

large male cat, who, previous to this time, has taken no part in

polities. Thomas is a quiet, stay-at-home bachelor cat, and his

musical voice has never been lilted at the midnight caucus from

the tops of woodsheds, in noisy protest against some feline Ben

Hill or Proctor Knott, no it has not .' It is evident that Thomas

has a mission in the world, and for this mission ho has been keep-

ing himself, his mission is to father the hapless chicks which the

Democratic hen refused to mother. Strange as it may seem, no

sooner had the mother discarded the chickens altogether, than

this intelligent cat noticed it, and at once took them under his pro-

tection. He seems entirely bound up in them, sees that they are

fed, and at night he lies down and gathers them with his paws

closely to his soft, warm fur, where they sleep contentedly until

morning.
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This is contrary to all cat traditions, and is a singular but well

authenticated case. Capt. Fry is living in our midst, and the

facts as given above will he vouched for by hundreds of the citi-

zens of York, Pa.

—

Evening Disjiatch.

(From Journal of Horticulture.)

THE EXHIBITION DORKING.—NO. 12.

Er T. C. BURNELL.

SILVER-GREY DORKINGS.

The SiLVER-GnEY Dorktng is really a beautiful variety, and

combines the useful points of the Dark Dorking with most attrac-

tive plumage. It is to be regretted that this breed is so little

patronized, as I am sure no other purely fancy breed can compete

with it where fowls have to find their own food ; nor do they ever

look to greater advantage than when working hard for their liv-

ing in a hedgerow or homestead.

Tlie shape of the Silver-Grey Dorhinq cock differs in no respect

from that of the Dark Dorking : the difference is solely in the

color ; and as this is a fancy breed, color is of greater impor-

tance than in the Dark variety. The comb of the Dark Dorking

may be either double or single, but the comb of the Silver-Grey

should be single. This is well recognized, though I have never

seen it mentioned. The plumiige of the Silver-Grey cock must

be solely of black and white feathers, any red or parti-coloured

feathers being a disqualification. The neck hackle should be a

clear white, but a slight pencilling of black down the center of

each feather is allowed, provided it does not produce a dark ap-

pearance. The back, slioulders, saddle, and saddle hackles should

D\RK DOREINQ Hen

also be of a pure white while the bieist tail and thighs should

be black, any white in these parts being a disqualification, except

on the thighs, where a little grizzling in an old bird will pass.

The black wingbow should be cleanly cut, and this makes a pleas-

ing contrast to the while of the remainder of the wing. .

The plumage of the Silver-Grey hen is exceedingly pretty, the

whole of the body, feather, and wings being of a clear silver grey

color, while the breast is a rich robin red. As in the Dark
Dorking, the shaft of each feather should be distinctly white;

only, in the Silver-Grey variety, this should not extend to the

wings and .shoulders, or it rather spoils the general appearance.

The neck hackle should be white, with a narrow and dislinct

black stripe down each feather.

Although good Silver-Grey hens are by no means easy to breed,

the cocks are far more difficult to obtain perfect; and I often

think when I see judges withholding prizes in the Silver-Grey

Sllver-Grey Dorking Cock.

classes while they give prizes to Mealy Cochins and White-throated

Brahmas, that they do not make due allowance for the very great

difficulties which Silver-Grey Dorking breeders have to contend

against.

By far the worst point in a Silver-Grey cock is a yellow hackle

or saddle: It spoils the whole beauty of the breed. The smallest

speck of white in the breast of the cock or in the tail is considered

a disqualification, though I would far rather see this than a yellow

hackle. The back and shoulders must be free from red or chest-

nut feathers : this is positive. The ear lobes should be red.

The defect most difficult to avoid in breeding the Silver-Grey

hens is a rustiness or dullness of the plumage, especially on the

wings. Birds showing this defect should be avoided either for

breeding or the show pen, as cocks bred from them would be sure

to breed rusty-winged pullets. I should not discard a hen alto-

gether if large and only slightly ruddy on the wing, as this will

wear away a llttTe wllh age; but a white breast or tail in a coek

will infallibly become worse with the moult, though in the cock-

erels the hackles become lighter up to about seven months old.

The Silver-Grey Dorking seldom or never attains the size of its

darker brother; but cocks of 10 lbs. in any breed are quite large

enough for all useful purposes, and I should be glad to see the

judges look more to feather, shape, comb, and feet than to mere

size. "Sooty feet" are not uncommon, and they must be care-

fully avoided. I have seen it remarked that the "sooty" feet

now so common in Dark Dorkings have been cau.=cd by the over-

breeding for dark feather; but if so, how is it that dark feet are

quire as common with the Silver-Greys ?

To breed Silver-Greys, perfect birds must be obtained, though

they be small; and the importance of obtaining cocks of a good

strain cannot be over r .ted. Birds of different strains sometimes

produce very badly-colored chickens if the two strains do not

amalgamate or " nick," as it is called ; and in commencing a strain

it will be far better to procure the cockerels and pullets from the
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same yard, and afterwards to buy hens of the correct color to cross

with, as by this means size may be kept up with less danger of

the whole yard being spoilt.

To obtain early chickens it will be necessary to breed from

cockerels, as I have found from painful experience that two-year-

old cot'ks are not to be trusted till the warm weather appears.

The Red-speckled Dorking is now almost obsolete, having

given way to the more fashionable Dark and Silver-Grey varie-

ties. Specimens may still be .seen in thefarmyards of Surrey and

Susse.x, but of no great excellence.

The principal peculiarity is found in the hens, which are of a

brown or chocolate color, spangled all over with distinct wliite

spots of the size of a large pea, giving them the appearance of

having been out in a fall of snow. This color is, I think,

more curious than attractive. Cocks to match such hens should

have a good deal of red and cliestnut on the back and shoulders,

their breasts should be spotted with white or red, and white in

the tail is not objectionable. I believe they are a hardy breed

and very readily fatten.

—

Countrj Gentleman.

(For Fanciers' Journal.")

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES.

REPORTED BY YOUNG BREEDER.

[Continued from No. 30.]

Fed. Well ! I declare, you two are so nearly alike, I can hardly

tell you apart.

Zero. We's twins.

Fed. Well ! If there's really two of yon, please bear in mind

when I call Zero you need not lise Mr. Ed., and when I order the

Ed. to rise. Zero must remain seated. Zero ! take your fingers

from your nose, and tell us who is this Y. B. you are quarreling

with.

Z. He is the most provokingcst little cuss in the bizness. "My
clerk," " Uriah Heep," (who does all my writiu' for me) says Y.

B. has got a red hed, 'n some others says it's only well re-(a)d

'n hair thin, perhaps he wore it oft' carrying the Standard ia his

hat.

Fed. What makes you look so collapsed to-day Zero ?

Zero. Y. B. stuck a pin inter me, an' it was all Uriah an' me could

do to "hold myself together," the time we " sot up all night" to git

that last article ready for the Bulletin.

Fed. One more pin-hole would finish you, we should then be

obliged to bury you, with military honors, and inscribe on your

head-stone—"So old, so tough, but so loyal."

Zero. Don't let them soldiers fire off any guns round there,

tell 'em to snap caps, for I'm a hum guard, and don't know nothin'

about powder, except the kind ray Sal an' the barber uses, an'

have put on Y. B's. " So young and yet so (un)fair." I'm one of

the faithihlest an' loyalest fellers you ever seed. When I was a

hum guard I didn't leave town til the rebs came, then I only visited

my uncle a few days.

Fed. Are you of the opinion that it is a very easy thing to ask

questions?

Zero. Yes sir, an' what a soft job the feller must have had

who writ the cattykism.

Fed. What is your definition of loyalty ?

Zero. It's an old saying that " a boss can be led to water, but

can't be made to drink." I call such a boss disloyal ; now I'm the

boss which can't be led to water but can be made to drink. So I'm

a loyal boss, and who ever heard of a boss which was both loyal

an' willin'. It's jHOde^ to drink of that Standard just now. Heep
too says, " we ought to be humble," and that's what we call bein'

loyal, and if ever a time comes (dont s'pose it will) when the old

Standard wants me for a friend won't I give it some more loyal

kicks 1

(Chorus ! "Oh, dont we seem to like it?")

Fed. Zero ! you have been occupying valuable space in mak-

ing personal explanations over an assumed name, also taken par-

ticular pains to deny things no one has accused you of. No one

has intimated you were a judge at Brooklyn Show or any other

show, or an exhibitor at Brooklyn, and what is it? no grudge

against the Standard ? Do you want a taste of this lath ? If not,

be more careful in your assertions.

Zero. Well ! It aint much of a grudge anyway, an / ain't hurt

nothin'. The trouble with the Standard an' me is it don't fit my

flock, and Uriah thought as we were a drawin' up papers we'd

better put in a " gineral denial." Another trouble with the

Standard \s it's too little, don't cost enough, and is too plain, and

when as Ed. says, "they have succeeded in makin' it as plain as

2 and 2 make 4," how in thunder's a feller to git any premiums

at Scrubtown shows? Time was, when a feller could help a friend,

but now with their scaliu' cards, which they insist on tackin to

tlie coops, a judge has got to understand his biz an 'tend to it.

We can't have no private understandings with anybody, but what

some specimen of trundle bed trash like Y. B., (an there allers

plenty on um watchin' a feller,) comes up and wants to know what

we cut them pints off fur? and we have to tell 'em if we know.

Oh ! that .Standard is a bad egg. It should be more scientific.

Somethin' these fellers couldn't understand without a dictionary;

and as a muddler it's a complete failure.

Fed. Zero ! if you wish to know what " color " means when

spoken of in connection with Light Brahmas, look on page 98 of

Mr. Wright's " Brahma Fowls," there he says :
" In breeding

Light Brahmas it is very necessary to secure a sufficient amount

of color in the parents," Sec, &c. And is it possible after swallow-

ing the amount of "nigger on toast" you have for the past

fifteen years, you have not yet discovered it? As to whose

offspring you are, I presume it's the only thing on earth you are

not fairly booked up on. You say you paid for two copies of the

Standard; whydittyou do this?

Z. I sent " my clerk " Uriah for 'em an' the man told Uriah

that he wouldn't trust us.

To be Continued.

THE CHICKEN BUSINESS IN PRANCE.
A French paper publishes some interesting statistics about the

profits of chicken raising in that country. There are 40,000,000

hens, valued at $20,000,000. This is the main capital of tlie

business. One-fifth are marketed yearly for the table ; bringing

$4,000,000. The annual production of chickens i» 80,000,000.

These are worth in the city markets, $24,000,000; and $2,000,-

000 are added for the " extra value of capons and fatted hens."

The production of eggs is estimated at $48,000,000 ; and the total

value of eggs, chickens, capons, and hens sold every year in the

market, is reckoned at $80,000,000. This is equal to $2.22 cents a

year to every man, woman, and child in France. At 25,000,000

of bushels, as the average wheat crop of California, worth $1 per

bushel, it would require three crops and a half of our wheat staple

to equal in value one year's production of eggs and chickens in

France. From these facts the reader may learn why the French

were able to respond with such alareity to the demand of that

nation on its people for a loan of $800,000,000 two years ago.

They are frugal and have learned the high art of turning trifles

to great account. No country in the world presents equal oppor-

tunities with California for immense profits in this same business

of producing eggs and chickens for the city and town markets.

They always command a very high price and sell for cash on the

nail. The popular objection to it is that it is a small business
;

but the man makes the trade respectable, and not the trade the

man. Diocleitan, the gardener, was quite as respectable as

Diocletian the Emperor.
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(For Fanciers' Journal.)

1916-011 "WHAT IT THEN WILL BE.

BY G. O. BEOWN.

(Continued from No. 31.]

"Lemme see; we used lo deal with BickncU—is he still living?"

" Oh yes ! and still hrecding chickens, with the same splendid

reputation he used to have. You know now we hatch no chicks

with hens—all hatching is doue with a Halsted Success Incubator.

There are also firms that make it a business of hatching, for the

trade, with these incubators. You give them a dozen eggs, and

pay seventy-five cents, and they put them in a box made of wire,

lock it up, and give you a key that has the number of the box on

it. When they are due, you call, state your number, and take

the chicks from the box yourself, and they are generally raised by

Williams' Artificial Mother."

" That's something new again !

"

" Oh, no ; Mr. Williams invented the best artificial mother, I

believe in 1882, but would not get it patented, and established a

manufactory and placed them in the market at cost of production.

They burn carbon gas."

" What's that ?
"

" Carbon gas, wliy that's gas made from water. We have to

pay seventy-five cents for a thousand feet. It's taken the place

entirely of coal gas."

"My old favorites, the Light Brahmas, what is the strain now

most noled ?
"

" The Melrose Centennial.?, introduced in 76 and 77 by Burn-

ham."

"Not by Geo. P. tliat used to be so renowned, and whose

success everybody was jealous and envious of?

"

" Yes, the same George, but before he passed away the fancy

had to acknowledge that he was not only one of the most^renuuie

fanciers, but that his knowledge of the chicken world was greater

than any other known in the fimcy. All the honors—that many

tried to wrest from him—were at last acknowledged as duly

merited."

"I alius know'd he was doiii' more in his quiet way, to elevate

the fancy, than a host of breeders that paraded their names with

everything they could write up—what's that a balloon going up

there ?

"

" Oh ! my, no, that's a Pouter pigeon. The Pouters have

improved wonderfully since you saw them. The best we now have

are the ' Becker ' strain—many of them are 40 inches long. When
they blow u^, they contain sufficient air to float themselves up

like a balloon—same as you sec that one of Slimuns' there goin

up now. Now he'll go up along distance, blow off a little, and

let himself down gradually, without even unfolding his wings."

" Wall ! but that's an odd looking thing anyhow."

"It may seem so to you, but we are so accustomed to it we

don't notice the change."

" Have the Tumblers changed much ''
"

" Come in and see ours.' There, pull the dcor to after you.

You notice what perfection they have been brought to ; they are

no larger now than robins, and their plumage is perfect as Ham-
burgs. Those brilliant beauties there on that soap box, are from

the celebrated Gaddess strain of Almonds—considered the finest

straiu of Almonds in the world. There—now just see, aint there

style—perfect'?
"

" Those tittle half-grown owls—those white ones, and full

feathered too, they're nice."

" Salf-grovm 1 why Dusenberry, they're three years old, and I

consider them too large. What / call owls. They're the genuine

Mordecai strain, perfect in points, and smallest in the world."

" They're wonderful. I don't see any Barbs in your loft."

" No, I don't breed them since they got to breeding them with

wattles so heavy, the old head beauty is lost entirely. The
Trumpeters are now very perfect, have been bred down in size a

little. The leg-feathering, and rose are new bred in great perfec-

tion. The wattled Carriers are larger, with immense wattles,

and Iris very large. The Antwerp Carriers are the wonderful birds

of the fanciers now. All poultry publications own lofts of them,

and the reports of all the exhibitions are forwarded by Antwerps

—so the reports of the shows are out generally in the next day's

publication.

The first great flight was made by John Van Opstal, from Chica-

go to New York on June 21st, 1878, his Antwerp cock, "Buffalo

Zephyr" having performed the unprecedented flight of flying it

between sun rise and sunset. The greatest flyers we now have are

yet known as Van Opstal strain. You used to bo a great

admirer of good Jacobins. I havn't seen any as good as we used

to have, in thirty years, they've kind o' run out."

" How about the other toys ? You've got my curiosity ex-

cited."

" Well, they're not much different from what they used to be.

How many feathers did a good Fan used to have, when we were

together ?

"

" Twenty-six to thirty-two I think, if I remember true."

" Yes, now I remember. Well now they should have fifty-four

to sixty. The handsomest toys we now have are the ' Coletls.'"

" The ' Colells!' why I never heard of them before."

" Didn't you, lemme see. I guess they were introduced since

you left; they were first known as Berlins : but Mr. Colell in New
York city, one of the most enthusiastic fanciers, imported some,

and managed to breed to so much more perfection and beauty

than the original importation, that he established a distinct variety

which were soon after called in honor to him the ' Colells.' But

come in the house, and look over the ' new Standard ; that will

give you an idea of the great changes both in fowls and pigeons."

" Go to thunder, as I used to say, new standard ;' you was fight-

ing about that book forty years ago when I left, and the idea of

a pigeon standard, too.

" Why, bless your ignoi'ance, this I mean is the International

Standard, and gives the full points on fowls, pigeons, dogs, rabbits,

&c. Now, to show you how improved some of your old ex-

pi-essions are, notice the different language used ; for instance

your ' go to thunder ' : now instead oi simply saying go to thunder,

we say :
" Take your departure to the abode of the reverberating

echoes of heaven's artillery," and "neverenumerate your juvenile

fowls until the period of incubation is fully accomplished," is

' Don't count your chicks till they're hatched :' another fiivoriteex

pression of yours, ' he knows which side his bread is buttered on '

is now rendered thus :
' He is perfectly cognizant on wliatpartieu-

lar locality the farinaceous concoction designated the staff' of life,

the oleaginous product of the dairy is dispensed.'"

" Wall, things are changed—how about the dishonest fanciers,

are they as plenty as they used to be ?"

" Oh, no ; the Fanciers' Protective Association hunts them all

up, and all cases are speedily investigated."

"Wall, that's the way it should be. Let me read the Interna-

tional Standard, and I am ready to die."

July 25, 1876.

THE GOOSE NUISANCE.
It is easy to make everlasting enemies of millions of careful and

worthy housewives by telling the exact truth about the unprofit-

ableness of keeping geese. Most of the men folk would agree

with me, and that is some comfort, for I propose to oppose the im-

policy of growing geese, either for their feathers or carcases. I

do not know whether the old superstition that " a goose's foot pois-

ons land" has any foundation. It looks very much as if it had,

for it is certainly impossible to grow any crop successfully where
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^;cese are uUowcd to nin. Thuy eat down the tender blades of

youug wheat, and it does not come up again vigorously, as it does

wliCD pastured by other animiils. I have often known one or two

acres thus destroyed near the barn, and when a Hock of geese only

oceasioually visited it. Corn, oats, and barley are equal sufferers.

(Jlover is injured worst of all. A year ago I got the geese where

I thought they could do no damage. They were pasturing and

fattening in fall on a piece of young clover, fed liberally with corn

vukI having plenty of water. Last spring two acres around the

shed where they kept mostly, were eaten down as bare as the mid-

dle of the road, and have been only covered by weeds the past

summer. I might about as profitably have turned them on the

crops during the growing season.

If there is any profit in geese, it must be in keeping them shut

up in some enclosure where there is plenty of water, and feeding

them whenever needed on grain. Letting geese wander over the

farm, living on what they can pick up, is an intolerable nuisance,

unless a farmer chooses to make geese his only crop. There may

be locations where nothing else can be grown, and there it will

pay to keep geese. In a recent work on English Agriculture, I

notice one note-worthy sentence :
" The raising of geese and grow-

ing of feathers for market has lately much decreased, owing to an

improved system of farming, which makes them less profitable

than other crops." This I think tells the whole story. With a

careless, slip-shod agriculture geese may pay as well as anything,

because nothing pays very well ; but when farmers go in for thor-

ough culture, high manuring and the largest crops, geese have to

be dispensed with.

Does goose dung "poison " land ? That it injures vegetation I

know. Docs it do this because it is too poor or too rich ? Geese

live mainly on grass, and their dung thus fed is presumptirely of

little value. Even if fed on corn, I presume that their very strong

digestive apparatus takes most of the virtue from their feed. Is

there besides this any specific quality in their manure which is inju-

rious to vegetation, and if so, what is if! Will some one who
has facilities for chemical analysis rise to explain ? Thousands of

practical farmers will testify as to the facts. What we want of

science is to give us the why and wherefore.— Counlry Gentleman.

J E |VI S.

He that once is good, is always great.

Mr. C. G. Earnest of Stockton, Cal., engrafted the slip of a

dark red rose into an oak tree ; the dark sap of the oak cfifectually

colors the rose black. In endeavoring to transfer the slips to the

ground they invariably died. Slips of roses grafted into locust

trees lived for two years, bearing brown blossoms.

A little girl in Westfield, N. J., while playing, dropped her

mother's silver thimble into a chicken coop. Searches were made
for it but it could not be found. Some days afterward two of the

chickens were killed, and in the gizzard of one of them was found
the lost thimble, finely polished but not injured.

A raven saw a swan, and desired to secure for himself a like

beauty of plumage. Supposing that his splendid white color

arose from his washing in the water in which he swam, the raven
left the altars in the neighborhood of which he picked up his

living, and took up his abode in the lakes and pools. But, cleans-

ing his feathers as often as he would, he could not change their

color, while, through want of food, he perished.

Change of habit cannot alter Nature.

A thoughtful person thus muses on the story of Daniel in the

lion's den :
" How sad it was for those poor lions, when Daniel

was dropped into their den, to be compelled to go sniflSing about

him, and think how nice a small chop from the calf of his leg

would taste, and be denied the luxury. It was rough on them

lions, but it taught them self-Daniel."

Washington's Dog.—General Washington, it is stated, was

out hunting in the Virginia forests, accompanied by his favorite

hound. Governor. A heavy storm of rain and mist coming up,

he lost his way ; his powder was rendered useless, and, to add to

the perils and inconvenience of his situaiion, he found that he had

not bis pocket compass with him. In thissorry plight he wandered

in circles, as people do when they are lost in the bush, wet, weary,

liungry, for he had no food save wild berries. He was almost

exhausted when a happy thought at once occurred to him. Tying

his pocket flask and bis powder flask to his dog's tail, he fastened

his long sash around the animal's neck, holding one end in his

hand. Then he gave the dog a tremendous kick. The animal

was so completely surprised at this treatment that he stood for a

moment paralyzed ; then, wheeling about, he struck a bee line for

home. It is a curious but undoubted fact that any sudden alarm

will quicken a dog's perceptive faculties, render more subtle his

scent and powerful his memory, and induce him to strike for his

home. So the dog fled and Washington followed, over stumps,

through bogs, into briers, until the sash gave way. With one

tremendous yell Washington scared still further the frantic animal,

the terrible banging and clattering of the flasks at his heels added

to his speed, and in a moment he was out of sight. After a hearty

laugh at the incident, Washington leisurely marched in the di-

rection the dog had taken ; it was easy to do so observing the

mossy sides of the trees, the direction of the longer branches, and

the other signs with wliich an experienced hunter is acquainted.

It was not long before he reached a clearing, and was once

more in safety. But the dog, once so faithfully attached to him,

could not to the day of his death endure his presence, or even

hear his voice without relapsing into an agony of terror.

Toads.—There is a very common prejudice against the toad.

By many he is looked on with loathing and disgust. He is re-

garded as an ugly, uncouth and worthless nuisance, that should

be abated at sight. But this prejudice is ill-founded and unjust,

as the toad is not only harmless but quite useful to farmers and

gardeners. They should therefore be regarded as friends instead

of being treated as enemies. The eggs of the toad are usually laid

in the water, but at times, when this is not accessible, they are laid

in damp dark places, and in such cases they do not pass through

the tadpole state. While in the tadpole state they live on vegeta-

ble food, but .as toads they live on insects, spiders, &e. They are

exceedingly well adapted to catching insects, having a tongue of

marvelous construction. It is quite long, and may be projected

six or eight inches, the tip of it being so directed as to just recch

the object, and being covered with a viscid, gummy substance,

that causes the insect to adhere to it, it is thus quickly conveyed

to the mouth of the toad and buried alive. The movements of the

tongue in thus t.aking in a fly or a bug, are so rapid that they can-

not be followed by the eye. The number of insects that a toad

will eat is almost incredible. A few of them in a garden will keep

it well rid of bugs, plant-lice, &c. They generally spend the day

in some dark, secluded spot, often a hole under a sod or clod or

the side of a rock, and in the evening they come out and hop about

in search of a supper of live insects. They may be induced to

take up their residence in the garden by confining them for two or

three days to the place, when they will become quite well content-

ed. A board laid about two inches from the ground is just the

kind of hiding place that suits them. They are long lived, being
often known 12 to 16 years old, and it is said that one lived to be
36 years old. On account of their propensity for destroying insects,

toads should be encouraged to become permanent residents of our
fields and gardens.

—

Practical Farmer.
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EDITORIAL DEPABTMEJVT.
It is impossible for us to guarantee the honesty, or reliahility of

yeisoos answeriiiff adveriisements, but we endeavor to use diligent

precaution to prevent dishonest fanciers from using oirr advertis-

ing pages. In ca.ses where an advertiser may be in doubt as to the

integrity of persons replying to exchanges and advertisements,

a line dropped to us inclosing stamp will receive immediate atten-

tion, and the standing of the party in question given as far as we

are informed, but in no case can we be held responsible.

A GENUINE FANCIEE.

William McAnally of Newark, Delaware, is according to cm-

way of thinking a thorough fancier. Isolated as it were, from all

other timciers, he has pursued the even tenor of his way, breeding

White Leghorns for at least ten years past, annually exhibit-

ing at Philadelphia, and often taking a liberal share of the premi-

ums, and it is only at the annual show that Mr. McAnally really

has a chance to compare notes with other fanciers, as there are

none in the immediate neighborhood where he lives. It is needless

to add that he is a subscriber to, and advertiser in the Jouknal,

and promptly pays his bills.

Cof^F^ESfOfJOEj^CE.

Hap.risbukg, Aug. 4.

Mb. J. M. Wade : Can you or any of your readers tell me
how to remove a wart from a dog's eye. Auatetik.

Pkince Edwards Island, July 3d, 1876.

Received from Oliver D. Schock, Hamburg, Berks County,

Pa., May 10th, one setting (\3) LightBrahmas, and have hatched

9 little chicks. The distance the eggs were shipped was 2,000

miles. I recommend Mr. Schock's eggs as genuine, can be ship-

ped any distance. J. Jp, Wood.

WiLMiN&TON, Del., Aug. 3, 1876.

The advertisement of telegraph machine, in exchange column

of The Journal, brought me wiihin a week, four inquiries.

With one of the parties I made an exchange that resulted satis-

factorily to hoth of us. So much for 25 cents worth of advertis-

ing in a good paper.

Very respectfully,

J. W. Tatom.
»--•

pigeon flying.

Hamburg, Pa.
Friend Wade :

Preliminary trials of speed of Antwerp carrier pigeons take

place between Hamburg and Philadelphia frequently. The dis-

tance is 75 miles, and a grand race is on dil. Parties desiring their

birds well cared for, and let fly any designated trial, may send

them to my address, prepaid, and they will receive prompt and

careful attention. I reside at the depot, and am ready to receive

birds at any time, or from any train. Have had experience in

handling pigeons for many years.

Fraternally,

Oliver D. Schock.

egg importation.

Ikwin Station, Pa., July 28, 1876.

Dear Sir :

—

I think I can claim the " boss hatch " of imported eggs this sea-

son.

I received per steamer "Anchoria," June 9th, from Dunfeunline,

Scotland, 15 Bro. B. Red Game, 15 Blk. B. E. Bantams, and 15

Houdan eggs. Set them same date under 2 Jap. Silkie, and 2

B. B. R. Hens. On the morning of the 30th, I took off the 4

hens with 37 chickens, only 8 eggs being rotten. 32 are now liv-

ing, and doing well.

This was my 4th importation of eggs, and out of the 3 former,

(48 eggs) I raised but 2 chickens.

Very truly yours,

W. H. Jeffries.

ABOUT AN exhibition.

Plainfield, N. J., July 30, 1876.

Editor Fanciers' Journal :

—

Why is there no Poultry Society in New Jersey t It has supe-

rior facilities for an exhibition. The state is not large, it has a

number of railroad centers, such as Newark, Camden, Jersey City,

and other smaller ones which are accessible from all parts of the

state, and from Philadelphia and New York City.

Last Summer I received a letter from some gentleman at Orange,

requesting me to communicate with him regarding an exhibition
;

at that time I was unable to do anything about it, and therefore

did not answer, but now I am willing to do all I can, if allowed

(being under age).

Let some fancier take hold and put this through, and let us have

an exhibition. Jersey.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this departryient respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—Squirrels may be shot after Saturday.

What is Saturday to be shot for.

—Kinsey's coal can be had by postal card.

An easy way to get coal—it generally comes to us in carts !

—Sawyer's Observatory, at Belmont Mansion. Time at top

unlimited.

What a splendid place to give promissory notes

!

—Decorate your houses with red, white and blue.

That's what the monkey did with his tail—He said it was "neat

and not gaudy."

—The 500,000 gallons of sea water required to fill and supply

the Westminster aquarium has been delivered, and the importa-

tion of marine specimens is now going on rapidly.

—

N. Y. Times.

Are they collecting any from the Navy yards %
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They say women nml music should never he dated.

When age is in question a woman says scornfully—" a fig for

dates."

—Six Baltimore policemen have been dismissed for ahetting

robberies.

—

Sun.

A betting on Blaine would not have been any better.

If we escape the hog cholera this season, there will be a large

surplus of'piirk next wiuter.

—

Intelligencer.

So ! How much, Mr. Editor, do you expect to weigh?

— 8 Furlongs make one mile.

" Say Bill Furlong ! Your father's got a mile of children."

" How so ?"

" Why aint there eight of you 1"

—Nine of the girls at Wcllesley Institute, Mass., rowed Dom
Peilro on the lake

—

Boston Post.

Mure than that number rode Dom fast, round Barnum's Hippo-

drome !

—A story is told of an elephant in Calcutta which had adisease

in its eyes. For three <lay it had been completely blind. Its owner,

an engineer officer, asked the doctor if he could do anything to re-

lieve the poor animal. The doctor .said he would try the nitrate

of silver, which was a remedy commonly applied to a similar dis-

ease in the human eye. The large animal was ordered to lie down,

and at first, on the application of the remedy, raised a most extra-

ordinary roar, at the acute pain which it occasioned. The effect,

however, wiis wonderful. The eye was in a manner restored, and

the animal could |iartially see. The next day when it was brought

aiul heard the doctors voice helay down of himself, placed his enor-

mous head on one side, curled up hi.s trunk, drew his bre;fth just

like a man about to endure an ojieration, gave a sigh of relief

when it was over, and then by trunk and gesture evidently wished

to express his gratitude.

—Habtts of the White Pelican.—Thomas H. Estey sends

us some int resting notes from Nicasio, Marin County, Cal., on

the habits of the white pelican (Pelcanns Irar/ii/ij/nc/nis). These
birds are to be seen in immense numbers circling about in long ir-

regular lines, and the question arises as to how they manage to ob
tain sufficient food, as they do not, like the gray pelican, {P. fnsrus)

nive for it. In the shallow lakes below Sacremento, after alight-

ing in tlie center of the lake they spread out in the form of a half-

circle, just as a fisherman would fix his seine. Alter approaching
within ten or lilteen yards of the tiile, each bird beats the water

with its wings imtil the line has driven all the fish before it into

water only a few inches deep. Then a number swim inside the

circle and feed, catching the fish easily in the shallows, until they

are satisfied, when they fall back to stand guard and others take

their places, until the whole flock has had its meal. Mr. Estey
says he has many times seen them feed in this way on Mead Lake,
twenty-two miles south of Sacramento, where he shot from 1849

to 1861.

—

Forest Sj- Stream.

—The Beauty of Men of Genius.—Not satisfied with en-
dowing her favorite sons with the sublimer gifts of genius, nature
has also in many instances lavished upon them the charms of

personal beauty. Alexander, the hero of the ancient world, and
Napoleon, who has had no ])eer since then, were rein.arkable for

beauty of features. Edward I, Frederick the Great, the Duke of
Marlborough, and Murat, the most brilliant chief of cavalry tlie

world has seen, were all very handsome men. Shakespeare was
exceedingly fine looking, and Milton possessed in his youth an
almost feminine beauty. Goethe and Lord Byron were the hand-
somest men of their time. Henry Hart Millman and Edgar Allan
Poe were two of the most beautiful men that ever lived. Chatter-
ton and Burns had eyes of wonderful brilliancy, "under such brows
as the laurels love." Eaphael and Rubens, Murillo and Salvator
Kosa were singularly handsome. Columbus and Sir Walter
Kaleigh, "' the Shepherd of the Ocean," were marvels of manly
beauty and srrace.

CiEsar, Washington, Wellington and Cromwell, all greatly re-

sembled each other. Most men of genius have been medium sized,

or small—have bad black, or brown hair and eyes, and a "pug"
nose never yet decorat'd the face of any of them. "The features
being hased on bone and muscle, will a certain class of mind be
connected with a certain class of features 1"

J. M McCann.
—Remahkaele Success in Taming Woodcocks —It has

heretofore been found extremely difficult, in fact apparently im-
)jossible, to keep woodcocks long alive in confinement, although
they have frequently been captured, and have seemed to become
tame. A letter upon this subject from T. R. W., of New Bruns-

wick, N. J., is therefore of great interest. He describes a case

where several of these birds had been brought up from the nest by
a farmer, and had become well domesticated. These birds (four

in number) their owner said he had" found in a nest and brought

home with him, not expecting that they would live, liut he found

that by holding worms before their bills they would swallow them
although they would not pick them ofi' the ground. In a few

days they became very tame, and as they grew older and ac-

quired their full plumage, they would take short flights about

ihe farm, but alvv.ays returning to the house and roosting beneath

the stone slab formmg the kiichen door-step. When the lamer
and our informant went into the garden, the birds, attracted by
their owner'.s voice, came hopping out of the brush and flew upon
his shoulders, manifcstinjr not the slightest fear, but not permit-

ting his companion to approach them. After taking food fiom
bis hand ihey again flew away. Watching the birds feeding, it

was observed that they would rapidly drive their bill into the soft

ground, constantly boring until they found their worm ; they

would then give a peculiar twist, draw it out its full length and
gulp the worm down.

—

Forest ^ Stream.

—M.^ternal instinct.—A few weeks ago I bought a pair of

Indigo birds. They were not mated, and had evidently been
caught since their early life in the west, for they were very wild.

I put them in a large room with other birds, among which were

a young sparrow, and two young red-wing black birds. These
young birds were being fed by hand, but it wa.s not many days
before I noticed that the call of the little sparrow had touched

a tender spot in the motherly heart of the Indi(;o bird. It

would eat well from the hand, but, evidently pleased with the notice

given by Mrs. Indigo, it called to her for food and she responded

with all her heart. >'o socmer was the food dish bronght

into the room, than she became uneasy, and whi-n the attendant

retreated, fell to carrying food to the little orphaned companion.

But she was not satisfied with this amount of work, and soon

began to feed both of the young black birds. The young sparrow

has since died from roosting at night near the window screen

where it was drenched by a sudden storm, but this motherly bird

still continues to feed the other two, and apparently takes great

delight in her charge. These young birds, at the present time

arc able to pick up their own food, but still their foster mother
persists in offering them her nicest bits. It is very amnsinjj to see

this family when the contents of our fiy traps are emptied into the

room. The windows are screened with fine wire netting, and the

liberated flies start for them pursued by the zealous foster mother,

while the young black birds sit screaming in the green bushes

near by. There is generally a lively time until the flies are all

gone. AV. G. Todd.

—How A Spider Builds its Wee.—W.C. Richmond, ofGene-

va, Ohio, sends to the Journal the following curious account of

how a spider builds its web :
" While at work one day in the field,

I accidentally destroyed the web of a common spider. Curious to

know what the little creature would do in its great calamity, I

made myself comfortable, and awaited results. The spider, not

in the least disheartened by its loss, immediately commemed
building another web. It first described a circle, not regular, but

ajrreeing with the irregularities of the spires of grass on which it

was suspended in a vertical position. Having strengthened this

outer line (which may he likened to the felloeof a carriage wheel)

by passing around it several times, adding each time a thread, it

proceeded to form the spokes. It ascended to the upper edge of

the circle, and, securing its thread, 'swung oflT,' slowly descending

until it reached the lower edge, where it fastened the other end.

As ending this list-formed line to about thecenter, and, fastening

its thread, it proceeded again to the circumference, thus forming

another spoke in the wheel. It continued this operation until

enough sjiokes were made, then, beginning at thecenter or hub, it

p :s&ed round and round in enlarging circles until it had formed

some six or eight threads, about one-fourth of an inch apart. This,

I noticed, was not done with that care which marked its subsequent

work; but it was only intended (as I afterward saw) to be a sort of

stay-lath, and not a permanent affair. It now darted to the out-

side of the web and commenced to weave in the woof, which was
done by passing a thread from spoke to spoke around the wheel

in diminishing circles, the distance between them being determined

by the length of the spider's liind-leg, for it walked on the line

spun at the previous revolution, and guided the new thread with

one of its hind-feet, holding it toward the center as much as pos-

sible, and allowing it to run between two of its claws as around a
pidley. As it passed over each spoke it would, with its hind-foot,

press the newly-formed thread to it, thus firmly uniting it.

In the same manner it proceeded on until it came to the stay-laths,

when it fell to work, aud, in a twinkling, tore them away and
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soon finished its work, and retreated to its comer to await the ap-

proach of some hickless fly. Twice during; the operation its thread
broke, but, not notieinj; it until it got to the ne.Kt spuke, it did
not retrace its steps, hut fastened it where it was, thus leaving; a

break. Nearly all of the wehs that I have examined have tliesame
defect. That which surprised mo most was the extreme rapidity

of the spider's movements, as it was not probably more than ten

minutes from the time of destroying the web before another was
completed."

—Legal Pdnishment of Animals.—Throughout Europe un-
til a comparatively recent period all the animal kingdom was con
sidered amenable to the laws, as well as man. The domestic ani-

mals were tried in the Common Council courts of the country, and
their punishment on conviction was death. Wild and no.xious

animals—the wolf, tlie serpent, the locust, and the leech were
turned over to " Holy Church," to be tried by the ecclesiastical

courts, and their punishment if found guilty was hanishnient, or

death. In every instance advocates were assigned the animals,
and all the proceedings, trial, sentence and execution were con-

ducted with the strictest formalities of justice. The records of
the courts of France show that from 1120 to 1740 ninetv-two pro-

cesses against animals were tried—the last execution being that of

a cow for murder, in the year last named. A law-suit between
the inhabitants of the commune of St. Julien, and a coleopterous

insect, known to naturalists as the Etjnchitus aureus, remained in

the courts for more than forty years. All the wild animals of

the district were summoned where an offense had been committed
and judgment was given by default, on their non appearance. It

wes considered ne.cessarij, however, that some of them should be
present when the monitoire was delivered, in order that the proceed-
ings of the court might be conveyed to those who were absent.

At Basle in 1474, acock was tried for having laid an egg—the
wise men adjudged him guilty, and he was burned to the stake.

In Switzerland and Savoy the lower aninuls were received as wit-

nesses in court, and on their testimony depended the death or lib-

erty of the human pri^otler. In those countries if a man's house
was broken into between the hours of sunset and sunrise, and
the owner killed the intruder, the act was considered justifiable

honiicide. But as he might have enticed the person to his house
for the purpose of murdering him, it was necessary that the house-
holder should, in default of human witnesses, produce in c«urt a
dog. a cat, or a cock that had been present at the death of the per-

son killed, the owner was compelled to mnke his declaration of
innocence on oath, before one of these animals, and if it didn't con-
tr.idict him, he was considered guiltless. J. M. McCann.

Sjw^LL Pej Dep^f^jjwe[\1j

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 26.

BY II^JO^^.

Strange Food.

Sauntering through the Philadelphia "Zoological Gardens,"

on one of my late idle days, and seeing the birds, beasts, and rep-

tiles at their "feed," and what many of them were feeding upon,

I fell to thinking how one animal eats up another, and what

strange hills of fare are presented in different parts of the world.

I am not certain whether it has been positively determined

whether the locusts John the Baptist fed upon in the wilderness

were of the vegetable or insect order, but we do know that the in-

sect locusts have been eaten by the Arabs from the earliest recorded

times, and that they arc by them eaten to this day—served up in

a different manner however, fi'om those eaten by John, whatever

thy were, as they are fir.st roasted, then pounded up fine and made
into cakes, which are said to be excellent. F'rom thelocust's eggs

the Hottentots prepare a savory soup, and it is upon that disli the

Hottentot wimien get so enormously fat. In the Mahratta coun-

try locusts are salted down for future use, while in Barhary,

Othello's people prefer locust to pigeon ! (think of that fanciers
)

There they (the locusts, not the Moors,) are boiled for a half hour,

the heads and wings are thrown away, and the bodies- are then

fried in salt, pepper and vinegar; when the dish is said to be very

palatable.

At Natal, the locusts by millions are gathered in bags, or sacks,

and after being steamed in close vessels they are dried in the sun
;

the wings and legs being taken off, they are stored away in gran-

aries like corn, and when ground, made into a porridge which is

said to be quite as palatable as that made of oat meal ground at

your " Keystone Mills," hrotlier Bennett. Dr. Livingston tells

us that for want of other food he was compelled to eat locusts pre-

pared by the Kaffirs, and he says when roMSted he found them bet-

ter than shrimps, which they much resembled in taste.

In several different parts of the world s/ix/ers have been relished

as food ! In the Kaffir country there is a spider nearly an inch in

length, which is eaten in great qu.antities by the natives, also in

the French Colony of New Caledonia arethe spiders used as food.

Reaumur tells of a man who never s.aw a spider without catching

and eating it, and Anna Maria Schurman used to eat spiders as

she would nuts, and excused her strange taste by saying that she

was born " under the sign scorpio." Laland, the famons astrono-

mer, was particularly fond ofspider-food ; and a German is mention-

ed by Kozel who used to spread spiders upon his bread and butter

!

He said "he found them very useful !"

Humboldt tells us that he saw Indian children in South Amer-
ica drag centipedes 1 8 inches long outof the earth and greedily de-

vour them ! Insects' eggs are eaten by both Arab and Mexican
;

Grubs of insects are eaten roasted, by both white and black in the

West Indies, and the native Mexican gets a " brick in his hat,"

on a kind of " crooked " made of distilled beetles.

The ancient Greeks were very fond of grasshoppers, which is

only another family of locusts—and the native Australian used to

relish them quite as well, eating them raw ; first divesting them of

wings.

John Chinaman eats the chrysalis of the silk worm after mak-

ing use of the silk—nothing lost you sec—and much does the

Chinaman love the larvte of the hawk-moth ! In Jamaica, the

blacks dry, smoke and pound butlerfiies for food, and the Hotten-

tots eat large quantities of white ants, both raw and boiled. The
female ant is said to be the most nutritious ! One way of prepar-

ing ants is to mix them with flour, and parch them as you would

eofliee ; after which, they are eaten by handfuls, with much the

same relish with which I saw you, dear reader, eating pop

corn the other day in the centennial buildings. The taste of ants

thus prepared is said to resemble sugared cream or sweet-almond

paste. Dr. Livingston says " the white ants when roasted, are

good, and somewhat resemble grains of boiled rice." "Did you

ever eat any white ants?" enquired one of the chiefs of the Dr.

—

" No !"—"well," said the chief, " If you had, 3-ou would never ask

for any thing, or desire any thing better !" Humboldt also found

ant-eaters among the natives of South America.

In Ceylon bees are eaten as common food, and in some parts of

India the great palm-wecvil, which is about the size of your thumb,

is a favorite di>h. I have read somewhere of an Indian King who
at one of his feasts, for dessert, instead of fruit, set before his guests

roasted worms ! which were thought by the monarch to be most

delicious. They were doubtless the larvoe of the palm-weevil.

Sir Francis Drake says the Patagonians ate seal flesh nearly

raw, and Davis, on his voyage to Greenland in 1589, found the

natives eating their meat raw, mixed with grass (a Greenland

salad? ) washing it down with salt water as seasoning.

Captain Hall in his recent visit among the Esquimaux, found

that people eating hot seal-blood, which he tasted, and declares it

was excellent. The way of Itinching on hot seal-blood, was to

stand in a circle, each man taking a sjioonful, and passing the bowl

to his right hand man until the round was made.

The native Sandwich Islander cats his turtles and fish raw ; and

the richest possible treat one of them can enjoy, is to haul a turtle

from the water and eat it to death !

In Paris, and other parts of France, snails are a favorite dish,
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millions of tliem being sold every year in tlic Paris markets.

Frenchmen residing in America are not wilhout them cither, as

hampers of them fresh from the vineyards of Southern France,

every season cross the Atlantic, and the writer has enjoyed a

very palatalile dish of them sent to him through the kindness of a

French friend. During the months of Jan., Feb., March, and

April, present year, Paris ate no less than two thousand three hun-

dred and seventy horses! At that rate about one million horses

per year would be wanted for that city. How much has America

eaten under the name of beef?

" Glad you live in a country where christian food alone is eaten?"

Not so fast, dear reader,— some rattlesnakes are eaten on our

Continent, and frogs have become so delicious and expensive that

a poor man can't eat the " sarpint " any more ; for th'; same rea-

son Jack would not eat bis supper. In the sunny south there are

whole communities of clay, or dirt-eaters, who dearly love that

kind of food, while you know more than one " party " who piefers

a cheese which is livelii—spreading the liveltj part on liis bread, the

same .as our German frieud did the spiders. Could one point at

the other, do you think ?

I have not catalogued half the strange food to be found it use,

but space will allow of no further mention. With an instance of

strange taste quite near home, I conclude the present paper ; from

a late Oneida Union (N. Y.,) I clip the following: It may be of use

when potato bugs get too thick, food too scarce, or children have

nothing else to do :

"Potato-bugs Eaten.—A little daughter of Smith Hubbard

of O.xford, was in the garden picking and eating potato-bugs.

This greatly alarmed her parents, who had been told that they

were rank poison. The girl expressed her liking for them, saying

they "cracked like pea-nuts." The bugs did the child no harm.

As our German friend said of the spiders, the potato bug may be

found useful at last."

THE CATFISH FAMILY.
From the buUpoutsof the brook, up to the great wolf fish, says

the New Orleans Times, a compact chain, v/ith no missing link,

connects the great family of the catfishes. Why catfish, we shall

presently see. His favorite seat and homestead is, undoubtedly,

the inland sea of the Mississippi, but he can live anywhere, and, iu

the point of fact, does live everywhere. His services are indispen-

sable and his adaptation to his business perfect. He is found in

the rivers of Asia, and has relatives living in the North seas. He
ranges the waters as widely as man ranges the land.

Pimeodas Calus in a true cosmopolitan—in fish society. He
is the slyest of all the fishes. He delights in still waters, deep

holes, eddies, and the cover of drift wood—except that pale, lean

fellow who frequents the brackish waters of the coast, he is a bold

rover. He is as omniverous as a shark, cruel as fate, soft, slow,

oily, undulating in his motions, cunning, crafty, and greedy.

Garbageof any kind forms his diet, and doubtless his little beady

eyes sparkle wiih delight when he chances upon a peculiarly odor-

ous bit of it.

The first rule of catfish philosophy is, that there is nothing

which it is impossible to swallow. No catfish is in good standing

among his fellows unless he can bolt his own weight iu meat and

bones without winking or stretching his neck. He is impudent

and brave, resisting capture with tlie greatest determination, dies

slow and dies game. He never takes his prey with any of the

swift, fierce eagerness of the trout, pike or bass; there is no dash,

no elan about him.

He approaches the lait deliberately, clasps it in his viee-like

jaws, and moves away so gently at first, with such a soft strain

upon the line, that you are in doubt whether he is fastened or not.

He is loth to exert his immense strength, and will not do so until

he fiuds himself firmly hooked. Then he rouses himself, and

struggles with a stubborn, angry courage, quite in contrast with

the fright and terror of other game fish.

He is, among fish, what the owl is among birds, very wise, very

still, very independent, and always hungry. Though a night

prowler by profession, he is very much in the habit of lunching at

all liours of the day. He has no scales, his skin is softer than

satin, as smooth as ivory, and his whole organism the perfection

of elasticity, compactnes-i, and strength. You never see him idly

frisking about nor spending his time in foolish gambols. He never

flirts himself out of the water, even when seeking his food, much
less from any nonsensical ambition to show his agility.

He hugs the ground closely, avoids swift currents, or, when in

them, seeks the eddies and the shelter of the rocks on the bottom,

winds in and out along the shore, solemnly, mysteriously, stealth-

ily, always on the qui vivo for something to swallow, yet never

disappointed if he finds nothing. Though always graceful in his

movements, his general appearance carries with it the impression

of a laughable mixture of cunning, malevolence, and drollery.

He is a wag, a rogue, a tyrant, a glutton.

He sometimes attains the weight of '-'00 pounds, and then he is

as ugly a customer as one could wish to see. His head is as

wide as a road-scraper and pretty much the same shape. His

ponderous jaws set together like a steel trap and, when out of the

water, bis eyes have a vicious, metallic lustre which they retain

until he has breathed his last gasp. The poetical justice of being

swallowed by another fish has never been meted out to the cat-

fish. The three poisonous thorns that stand out from his body,

one at each side and one above, afford him ample protection.

Altogether the catfish is a very queer fellow, a fellow of infinite

originality and humor. If you ever have an opportunity to ob-

serve him in his native clement you will find him an interesting

study. Yon will never find the great leviathans of the fish market
in water clear enough for an observation, but the smaller members
of the family, the horned pout of the brook, for instance, you may
often see. His palpi droop gracefully over his muzzle, not unlike
a mustache, and as he moves leisurely about the almost incredible

phenomen <n of "the tail that wags the dug" is clearly illustrated,

for the tail of the catfish certainly does wag his body.

He seeks no companions, is the most self contained of all the

fishes, yet is no inisanihrope. He delights in punching bis broad
nose under chips and sticks, and simetimes a merry freak will

seize him all ai once, and he will double himself up, seem to touch
his nose with his tail, and bend himself into scollops in the very
exuberance of his muscular elasticity. Then away he goes again,
wagging his head at all the other fishes, seeking, with all bis

wonted and industrious .solemnity, for something to swallow.
As an article of diet, catfish meat is popular in Western hotels,

where it figures as "baked trout." It is dauby, but then it is cheap
—nothing so cheap. The supply is inexhaustible, and the price

uniform—never any cheaper or any nastier at one season than
another. Boiled, it makes a very good salve or poultice. His
general-utility in life detracts from his acceptability in death

—

with many people.

—
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crihin^ aiid offering for Kxcfiiaiiiie only, will be allowed at 25 ceuta
or eacli aud every iusertiou. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

IJ^^-'TO hXCHANGii FOR CASH'" Or "GREiiNBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHAShR,"
T '•wA^Tt:D AN oFfEE," etc-, etc., cannot under any circumstances be admitted

the Exchange or Want column.
a^^Wo Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

Hi, ITI. I£SB>\VIj: .L., Natick, II. I., will exchange 1 pair Blue Owls,
value *6; 3 p .ir Black and Blue Tumblers, at 43 per p .ir; audi pair Bla<-k

and White Fans, value $5, lor a pair White Crested Jj'ans, not akin, good
breeder.-i, and worth #20.

J. B. fi'JEKIfV, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, has for exchange Lt. Brahmas,
P. Cochins, White Cochins, Brown Leghorns, S. S. llamburgs, and Game HC
fowls. All a No. 1 Btociv. Speak quick.

S. U. K, S.lIITUs Williamsport, Pa, will exchange one trio Dtirk

Brahmas, one trio White Cochins, one trio Light Brahmas, one trio White
Guineas, one pair VVliite Frizzles, two Partridge Cochin hens, five Black Cochin
hens, three White Sultan hens, one Jap. iSiiky cock, one female Canary, one
French Accordian, one fancy pigeon and bantam Show Cage (eiglit depart-
ments), for gun, revolver, window shades and fixtures—anything but live

stock. Make offers.
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W. B. COCHRAN, 19 Commerce St., Baltimore, Md..TviU exchange

first premium Antwerps, two pairs Yellow Crested Tumblers, Blue Swallows,
A^hite Hull. White Turbits, Sliort-Faced Tumblers, Blue Quakers, ou« pair
each. What otfers? Speak quick.

R. HI. BA KEK, 56 Michigan Grand Avenue, Detroit, Mioh., has a few
Pointer whelps ibitche,-'). The mother took first prize in Dir-tvoit in 1874.

Will exchange for Ilaniburgs, Leghorns, or lloudana. Fair birds are all that
I require. Muke other offers.

CHAS. F. FRj'.EMANj 1914 North Fifth St., Philndelphia, Pa.,

breeder of Swallows, Turbits, and Owls, will exchane;e some of the fiuest Blue-
winged Turbits, Solid Black Turbits, Black-tail Turbits, and fine bred Owls,
for lied Swallows or Blue Swallows. They must be perfect birds in every
way. Here is a chance for anybody to get good Turbits for good Swallows.

EZRA R. OIBBLE, Ne
Poulrry Library (see advertisemeni
anything useful <

"What offers ?

w Haven, Conn., has to exchange my
in this number). I will exchange lor

;pt agricultural implements or live stock.

JOHN D. WHITE, Chicopeo, Mass , will exchange one pair solid

black Inside Tumblers, first premium birds and warranted first-class, lor a
pair of Yellow .Jacobins, or young Carriers of any color, but must be good.

i Brown Leghorn Cock-

ABSIAHAIU PERRV, Monroe, N. Y., will exchange about twenty
nice Rose-comb Domioique Chicks ; also, one cock and four hens of I'artridge

Cochins, for Light Brahma or White Leghorn Chicks. Must be good.

N. S. CORNWELIi, Northampton, Mass.,
lens, Dominique Leghorns, from Aaron Low direct, to e

Lm. Douiiuiques, Black Spanish, or oilers.

JOHti HO<iAN, Newton, N. J., will e.Kcbauge one Black and Tan
Dog, White China Goose, Claybonie and Irish Gray Games, for Silver S. Ham-
burgs, Colored Dorkings, Plymouth Hocks, Duckwiijgs, Black Reds, or otltfrs.

LON. HAB6DMAN, St. Joseph, Mo., wants one Yellow Barb Cock,
three White .lacobiii Hens, one R*-d Jacobin Hen, one Cal. Kantail Cock, in

exchange for opposite sex ot same varieties, or Jb'ultuu's lUustraied Pigeon
Book. Will pay cash for Jacobin Hens.

HENRY VVSKS'F, of Pillow P. , Dauphin Co., Pa., wants Ameri-
can Cattle, Their History, Breeding, and Management, by Lewis F. Alleu. for

Light and Da^k Br.ihnias, Partridge Cochins, cither hens or pullets, or a pair

of Brown Leghorns, April hatch. '7(1.

R. M. BAKEK, 56 Michig;m Grand Ave., Detroit.Mich., has for ex-

change a few Beagle whelps, parents 12 and 13 inches tall. Want Uoudans,
Hamburgs, or Legliorus. What other offers?

ELB-SWOKTH U. fflOYEUt, Rehrersburg, BerliS Co., Pa., will

exciiange lU pair Fantails. Red-wing Turbit, Motile Trumpeter, Carriers,

White Pouters, &c., for Brown Leghorus aud Rose comb Black African Ban-

G. J. BAKBiR, Postville, Trafalgar P. 0.. Ont , will exchange any of

tne followiug thnvoughbred stock—Cotsw6Id Lambs, Bt-rk^hire Pigs, Black
Cochins. Coach Slut, in pup. Black and Tan Dog Pup, and Hunting Rifle—for
Jersey Heifer, in calf, or Bull Calf.

"\V. F. MffJCHMORE. Basking Ridge, N. J., «'ill exchange one trio

Partridge Cochius ( WiilianiM' strain), one trio Lt. Biabuias, four hen Canary
birdf, one Setter bitch pup, 3 months old, noted strain aud pedigree, for

American Kennel and Sporting Field Books, and offers.

GEO. M. WOiNSONj East Gloucester, Mass., has two pairs of Pea-

cocks, one pair three years old, full plumaged, twenty-seven first-class Ayles-
bury Ducks and four Drakes—the ducks are laying finely—to exchange for

Poland China Pigs, Hamburgs in varieties, Bantams in varieties, Lop-Kiircd or
Angora Rabbits, o: offers.

CHAS. O. MfrlXELL, Milton, Pa., will exchange one trio B. L.

Hens, five Dark B. Hens and two Cocks, four Partridge Cochin Hens aud one
Cock, one pair Canaries and Cage, one Ground Hog, one pair Black Bariis, old

birds, one Air Gun, one pair Rouen and one pair Pekin, 1 Drake and four
Hens Aylesbury Ducks, for old mated Fancy Pigeons, or offers.

"W. ©, HUMPHREY, JIC, Tarrjtowo, N. Y., would like to

exchange a spi-ing bird Trap, four Game Hens (pit stock). Taxidermist's Man-
ual, new book, three jointed Fish Pole, two Pictures of Washingron and wife,

and a flat-headed Adder, 3J4 f«*Jt long, alive and well, for a Double-barreled
Shot Gun, or offers. All letters answered.

M. VAN CULIN, Delaware City, Delaware,
white Cartiei-s, two puirs Pouters, one pair Barbs

(

pair Wbire Crested Fans, one pair Bbu;k Balds, two pairs Tumblers, o. e re i

i;arrier Hen, one white Carrier Hen, one Black Bald Hen, one White Fan Hen
(crested), one Yellow Barb Hen, eleven Brown Leghorn Cockerels en White
Letfhorn Cock and six Hens, five White Leghorn i ockerels wnd six I u lets one
trio G. S Hamburgs, Cocker Spaniel Bitch, Setfer Puppies f om m port d
parents, for Webster's Uuiibridged Uictionary, Works on the H r e oi Dog
or Natural History, Brown Leghorn hens or pullets, tools of any kind poul
try, or pigeons, or offers. Send aloog your postal cards.

j3.

Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words deocnbing
offering one Book for Sate, Exchange, or Wanted, will be allowed at 10 ct

for each and ev

W/\fJ- ED.
READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OP EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

J. F. HICK J-:Y, Traders' Point Marion Co., Ind., wants one or more
Maltese Kittens, State age, sex, and price.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BRAHMAS
AUD

IMPORTED ELA.CK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VAEIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AND CHICKS FOR SA1.E;.

Write for Circoiar.

jr. H. SCBtOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segara, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
!5upply Fanciers' .Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

JERSEY, ALDERSEY, AID GDE8HSEY COW.
UOW TO

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Profit.

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D Brahma?, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, "1" second, and two special premiums; stock from
Felch, Williams, Hersteins, and Edmonds noted strains. EKgs. $3.00 per 13.

H. PARIIAM, Lima. 0.

MOOKE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

Now Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

PREPAID BY MAIL.

LARGS; DISCOUNT TO FANCIEKS
Desiring to present it to their customers.

TANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Co

By W. B. Tegetineler.
PKICE, 75 CENTS, FREE BY ITI A 1 1. .

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

THE JOBHNAIi
Cigar and Stationery Store,

iin be had at any news stand. Or at Schock'f
L'enth and Callowhill Streets, Philadelphia.
e, 10 cents single copy.

WM. E. FLOWER,
SHOEMAKERTOIYN, PA.

LIGHT BRAHMAS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

I am prepared to ship Eggs from
liesc stock, carefully boxed, to

il tch.

See D B. adyerseiuent else-

where.
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THE DREAMEE.
All day the white-haired woman sits

Beside the open door, and knits;

No living tliini; her dim eye sees,

As liusy with old memories,
She dreiims her dreams of what has been,

And knits her old-time fancies in.

She thinks of those who long ago
AVent out across the threshold low.

How many times her listening car

Has thought familiar footsteps near,

And she has started np to find

A dead leaf riistlmg in the wind.

But never as of those who lie

Beneath the wide and tender sky,

Witli folded hands on quiet breast,

All wrapiied about with peace aud rest,

She thinks of them. For her they tread

The green earth witli her. None are dead.

Though years have fallen like the leaves

Above the graves where Summer weaves
Her grass-fringed coverlet, to keep
Safe hid fi'om us the ones asleep,

She sees them all. Not grass nor mold
Can hide the ones she loved of old.

She talks with them, ^'hen brown-winged bees,
Jiake merry in the locust trees,

She thinks lie comes and sits with her
Whose voice was love's interpreter,

O dreamer ! young again to-day.

What matter if your hair is gray ?

Sometimes she thinks that round her knee
Her children play in happy glee.

And when they tired and sleepy grow
She sings some song of long ago.
And on her lovinfj mother-breast
She rocks her little ones to rest.

O dreamer, knitting all the dav,
Your dreams in with your stitches gray.
Yours is a happy, ha|jpy heart,

—

A haunted world from ours apart.
The years that turned your tresses gray
Have given you back your youth to-day.

THE CENTURY PLANT
Which Messrs. Calder& Wiswall, florist, of Hotel Boylston, have
placed on public exhibition at the Old South Church, coming into
bloom as it has after its long existence, in this Centennial year,
may truly be considered a national curiosity, which every one
should see.

The plant with its stately appearance, its gracefully curved
branches expanding like beautiful candelabra and sustaining such
an immense number of blossoms and buds,—the flowers, which
are of a sulphur yellow color, succeeding each other in quick snc-
cepsion,—presen s a spectacle highly interesting to the student of
nature, and gratilying to all.

This plant was formerly growing on an old plantation, at one
time belonging to the late Hon. John C. Calhoun, on the St.
Johns river, Florida, about 125 miles above Jacksonville. It was
brought nonh on the deck of a steamer in April last, since which
time it has been growing at the greenhouses of Messrs. Calder &

Wiswall, in Boston Highlands. The stalk at that time was 8 feet

in height. Since May 1st, it has grown to a height of 20 feet, and
has thrown out 19 lateral arms or branches and produced 1000
buds and blossoms. As the flower stalk grew and the flowers ex-

panded, the plant became exhausted and the leaves drooped and
rapidly withered.

It is on exhibition every day (Sundays excepted) at the Old
South Church, in Boston.

The above circular is given to those visitors at the old South

Church in Boston, who pay twenty-five cents for admission to a

small room made inside the edifice by suspending canvas from the

ceiling, within which is exhibited a century-plaut in /«// bloom.

Tliough the pl.ant and flowers may at first disappoint the person

whose vivid imagination has pictured the promised thousand of

blossoms to be flowers which, for show, shall surpass the peony,

and who has anticipated fragrance excelling that of the rose ;
yet,

if he be at all susceptible to sentiment, he will come away highly

gratified. There is something peculiarly appropriate in an ex-

hibition of a plant in its final perfection, which is known to be

eighty years old, and is probably one hundred, in an edifice which

has stood for about that period since the time when the incidents

occurred which rendered it noted throughout the civilized world,

and,—we hope we may say with truth,—sacred to the people of

this country. Little did those think who saw the plant as it grew

in Florida, in its youth and middle age, that, after surviving a

great civil war, in its very neighborhood, as it were, it was des-

tined to come to perfection in order that its influence might help

preserve the Old South Church in Boston.

Its bloom is its death. It prepares itself for its life's work
through a long, dreary, and change-working one hundred years,

by a slow, patient growth, silently storing up within itself the

vital force which, at the expiration of that time, shall enable it to

shoot up a high stalk from the heart of the bunch of leaves,

which have grown near the ground so long, and to burst forth

into blooming beauty; a sight to inspire the beholder with feelings

of wonder and admiration. It is only about nine months previous

to the time of blossoming, that the stalk begins to form. Before

this time the plant has much the appearance of the tuft of leaves

upon a pine apple, very much enlarged. But afterward, the

growth of the stalk, which, in the case of the plant in question, is

twenty feet high, and perhaps four or five inches in diameter at

the base, is amazingly rapid, as the reader will have perceived

from the circular. This particular plant has been known to

grow in one day, when at the greenhouses of Messrs. Calder &
Wiswall, in a temperature of 102°, the astounding ipace of six

inches. This is the more wonderful, when it is known that the

stalk is so hard as to give out a sound, when struck by a hard

substance, as loud and smart as if it were a young oak tree, and

cannot be impressed by the hand. The trunk, (for it is worthy of

the name,) is of a light green color, marked at intervals by dry-

ing leaflets or scales, and has a similar appearance to that of the

trunk of the palm tree in pictures ; but, unlike the palm, there

are no leaves at the top, these being all clustered about the foot,

many of them dried and brown, others green but shrunken. I
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have no doubt tliat all the sustenance for the flowers, indeed all

the vitality of the plant, is now in the stalk. There are no

branches until within a few feet of the top, where the general ap-

pearance is that of an inverted chandelier, the flowers lieing quile

small, in large clusters, each cluster containing I should think,

forty or fifty single blossoms, perhaps more. I am unable to

describe the flowers, for, as yet there is no platform from which

to obtain a nearer view of them ; though, I believe, one is to be

built. The flowers in the top clustei-s look quite fresh, with their

small yellow leaves, (petals, I suppose,) but those on the lower

branches are fast losing or have lost their beauty. The still, close

air of the church is not favorable for the growth of the plant,—or

rather, for the continuance of its present short life. The sight of

this wonderful plant is well worth the expenditure of twenty-five

cents worth of patriotism. Tlie historian will find a friend in the

vegetable kingdom ; the poet, food for fancy ; the botanist, a sub-

ject for study ; the merely curious will see what he probably never

saw before, and will not be likely to see again. P. B.

SMOKE.

An Irishman who had a termagant wife quieted an outbreal; of

ill-humor by presenting the lady with a short pipe, of which the

cost was one half penny; and as he did so he remarked with

Quakerllke simplicity, that peace was a good thing at any price.

There is much peace in tobacco. A legend even relates that it

was introduced to Europe by a man whose professional business

was peace-seeking. It was, or was not—for doctors differ—

a

certain M. de Nicot, Frei:ch Ambassador at the Court of Portugal,

who brought tobacco under the notice of Catherine de Medicis in the

year 1560, or thereabouts ; whereas it wasprobably known in Lon-

don in 158.5. In France tobacco was therefore called nicotiane, or

" the Queen's weed ;" in England it got its more enduring title

because, says tradition, Francis Drake carried away the first

samples from Tobago. It was the wild man who tanght his

civilized brother ihe calm delights of smoke. The best tobacco in

the world for cigars is perhaps that found in Cuba, and the best

tobacco in Cuba is grown at Vuelta de Abajo. The best snuffs

come from Macouba, a village at Martinique, where the Empress

Josephine was born. The best Turkish tobacco is that raised in

Macedonia. Tombeki, wliich is exclusively smoked in narghilehs,

comes from Persia. When good it looks like new shoe leather

used for soles. Tombeki should be washed at least three times

before smoking. It is difficult to understand tlie source of the

pleasure derived from tobacco. If it came from the sense of smell

we might engage servants to smoke for us and preserve the white

ncss of our teeth as well as the inoffensiveness of our hair and

clothes. If it depended on ta.ste we should get more jov out of a

quid than out of acigiir. It cannot belong to the touch, because

chocolate pastilles and some needle-cases feel like cigars in hand.

The sight seems to have part in our delectation, because tobacco

is almost deprived of its perfume by darkness
;
yet if its savor

depended wholly on light, suggests a sage who has lost all yet

mental coherence in smoky thoughts, tobacco would give more

pleasure in the sunshine than in the shadow, and no true smoker

has ever piped assent to such a statement.

Van Helmont, traveling in desert places, avers that tobacco

protected him for long periods against hunger or fatigue, and he

declares that he could make immense journeys on foot with no

other sustenance. Dr. Stephenson, an American physician,

observed that tobacco may be almost counted on as a specific in

certain forms of inflammatory erysipelas. He covers the infl.imed

surface with wet tobacco leaves, and keeps them there till nausea

supervenes. A member of the College of Medicine at Stockholm

avers that the dried leaves of the potato plant would answer the

same purpose, and that f«ir better smoking ingredients may be

made from them than from the coarser kinds of tobacco in com-
mon use. Much of the tobacco sold at Hamburg and Bremen is

nii.Ked with potato leaves. The tobacco which comes from Mary-
land is the only sort which can be smoked in short pipes without

danger to the mucous membrane of the mouth. It mingles

imperceptibly with the potato leaf, and the adulteration can hardly

be detected. A learned mail declares that we are grievously in

error who talk of " Meerschaum " pipes ; we should say " Hum-
mer" pipes, and commemorate perpetually our obligations to the

discoverer of a compound which has nothing to do with the sea

nor with its foam. Anselm, who has written a profound work on
pipes, instructs mankind that they should be of the simplest form,

so as to be easily cleaned, and that there should never be any

wood, metal, caoutchouc, or horn, connected with them. Rummer
pipes may be discreetly cleansed by pouring streams of boiling

coffee through them. It is a wise course to bake clay pipes in a

hot oven—after the dinner has been taken out of it. Pipes have

had names, 1 ke swords—names born of love or glory and one is

known to hisiory as " Anastnsia," one as " Paradise." The first

belonged to a poet, the other to Omer Pasha, who had a name to

conjure with among the Turks. Tobacco is believed to have

destroyed the art of conversation
; but perhaps it has only

improved it. Smoking does not render talk impossible or even

difficult; but it condenses it and makes it sententious. Tobacco

compresses a long winded discourse into an epigram. It is at the

bottom of the diti^erence between the Welshman's prayer and that

of Mawworm. "Good night, sir," he remarked to his patron

saint, " few words are best
;

" whereas Mawworm has never done

with words, and would let his pipe out in more ways than one,

while that of the more ancient and acute Briton would keep

alight. The smoker wants no other furniture than some German
tender. If he bigins to burden himself with aml)er mouthpieces,

clips and pincers, he ceases to be a man, and becomes a cupboard.-

Directly the first ash fills off it the flavor is impaired, and the

smoke becomes hot, acrid and unwholesome. Smoking, which

has greatly increased in recent years, is, at all events, much better

than taking snufF, which disgraced the very waistcoats of our

forefathers. "Had our noses," mused a philosopher, "been

intended for dustholes they would have been turned the other way."

Possibly. And it is by no means clear to logical intellects that

our mouths were intended for chimneys, or they might with more

fitness have been opened at the top of our heads, and every man
might have served as a barometer to his neighbor, who could have

foreseen the state of the weather by noting whether his neighbor

was blinded by his own smoke or otherwise. Youth and love

depart from us. Tobacco remains, and perhaps it consoles us.

It is the only form of happiness which is left to some whom the

world has treated unkindly. " Je te laisse mafemwe et ma pipe ;je

tc rccommfiulcbien ma pipe/' were the last words of Gavarni's vaga-

bond. The dying goodfor nothing was not ungrateful. No man
has ever laughed in smoking ; we are rather grave, with glad

thoughts, over our tobacco, and the moralizing, or demoralizing

weed seems silently to convey to us the great truth of life, with

which we do well to grow familiar, " Tu quoqve in pvlverem

nverteris." That is, all of us but the odor of good deeds.

—

Pall

Mall Budget.

A NOBLE THOUGHT.
Young men ! It was like the song of some wonderful bird,

and it made the shine after the sound had died away ; and yet it

was jnst the remark of a brave young man who walked past me
one day, arm in arm with a companion.

"De]iend upon it, Tom, old St. Edmund, of Canterbury, was

about right when he said to somebody, ' work as though you

would die today.'
"

Tom nodded and the two walked on.

—

St. Nicholas.
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PoJlJF^Y DEfy^F^JjVIEfJj.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

TASTE.
THE FANCIER AND THE FOWL.

Firstly.—The old maxim, That the way to a man's heart is

throu};h his stomach,—would be more applicalile to saTage than

civilized life. The animal that subserves man in a large degree by

its flesh, seldom renders a higher service to mentnl taste and grat-

ification. In one sense, the fatted fowl may be considered, like the

fatted calf, in a civil and political respect, a civilizer to races,

where the animal propensities predominate, the larger and fatter

the birds are for this purpose, the better, be they Cochir.s, Ply-

mouth Rocks, Dunghills, or Brahmas—all the same, provided they

have a large carcass and well-developed thighs; pedigree is of no

account whatever in the poultry world, for this use especially,

whether the legs are red, yellow, or blue (tough yellow-legged

Leghorns only excluded).

One hundred years ago, or less, Capt. Cook and other explor-

ers never failed to take out large quantities of fowls as well as

other live stock, on their voyages, with which to create friendly

relations with the uncivilized natives of the countries they discov-

ered.—Australia, New Zealand, Tahiti, Sandwich IsUuids, &c.,

as well as to teach them habits of industry.

History does not tell us what bretd of fowls had the honor to

first propagate those new settlements, but we may reasonably

presume they were a corpulent lot of the nondescript class.

But as we read that some of the tribes were so intensely in love

with fine feathers and pretty plumes, we think if Capt. Cook and

his compeers had bad a few Polish fowls with them they might

have been able to purchase a kingdom with a pair of them, from

some of the chiefs ; from which we infer that there is some admir-

ation for the beautiful amongst a few of the uncivlizcd, and as

they rise higher in the scale of humanity and knowledge, this taste

for the sublime and the beautiful gradually assumes superiority

over the sensual, and his contemplation of nature's varied store-

house soon conduces to a continual feast.

If me rest the principal merits of the Asiatic fowls upon the

large amount of Jiesh which they yield, all must admit that they

are far superceded by another bird of longer ears, and which com-

mands a greater number of consumers, if not admirers, in an

ffistbttic point of view, for, although it may, like the drake, have

the sweet curl on its caudle extremity, we hardly ever see its

likeness decorating the parlor or drawing room. We oftener see

its parts presented on the table of the dining room. Cincinnati and

Chicago have the palm of furnishing more hog flesh than any
other cities of the world, and the fact of their having such an enor-

mous demand for this species of merchandize, demonstrates over-

whelmingly, that it has an even if not a better chance than the

A^iatie fowls, with regard to taste, and as we are accu.stomed to

viands that are both red, yellow, and blue, with the secondary and

tertiary colors thrown in, I am not at all disposed to test the deli-

cacy of the meat by the sense of seeing alone—as to whether it is

deer, lamprey eels, salmon, blue fish, mackerel, mushrooms, frogs,

re l-herrinL', oysters, cabbages, or squash, &c. Of course at this

.season we will politely ask you to a dessert of huck'eberries,

blackberries, or raspbrrries; as to drinks to wash these whole-

some luxuries down, any color may be chosen that pleases the eye

or taste, from a bowl of buttermilk to a pewter mug of brown

stout. Variety is the spice of life, not to one sei.se alone, but to

all the senses, and the more these senses arc exercised in conjunc-

tion with each other, the greater the enjoyment of nature's horn

of [ilenty. There are persons occasionally to be met with, who
allow the sense of seeing to be prejudiced against certain colors of

meat, seemingly to the detriment of taste, and the palate ; hut

this, like the taste for music, or flowers, comes from lack of edu-

cation and proper training. Curiosity stirs all the senses into

activity—but like an army in the field, to little purpose except

they act in concert with each other.

All agree as to the peculiar tastes of honey, sugar, vinegar,

wormwood, aloes, &c., but it will be acknowledged that all have

not the same fondness for these sweets and bitters. Some habit-

uate themselves to the former, while others train their palates to

the latter. Some particular circumstance will often occur that

will change a person's preferences from one to the other. We
had occasion on<e to converse with a man who had always de-

tested anything bitter, but being threatened with consumption or

dyspepsia, he was advised to make a decoction of certain bitter

berb<, which he took to that extent that he became passionately

fond of them,—(me reason, probably, was of their curative effects,

lor he looked the type of good health. We knew another person,

who when in his youth was very fond of shrimps, (a diminutive

crab-like fish, large quantities of which are eaten in England,)

but at one time ate so many that afterwards he became perfectly

disgusted with them. A great many people prefer the oleaginous

flesh of the goose to that of tlie best Polish or Asiatic fowl that

was ever hatclied, while to present some others with a plate of

sardines, would be sufficient to capsize their stomachs. The
greatest luxury to the Esquimaux in the Arctic region, is a goblet

of train oil ; while in the torrid, juicy fiuits are the staple of life.

Therefore it may be certainly inferred that the inhabitants of

either of the two extremes would not quibble about the color of

a fowl's legs, nor whether the flesh was light or dark ; the one

would accept it gladly, asking no questions for conscience sake,

while the other would despise it altogether. Choice of food, there-

fore, depends upon individual condition, education, and tempera-

ture of the climate. While all concede the acerbity of vinegar,

the bitterness of aloes, the sweetness of honey, we do not all take

equal delight in the taste of them. How absurd then for any

fancier to set up a standard as to the delicacy of a (owl's flesh by

its peculiar tint, or by the color of its legs. The sense of seeing,

in man universally, acknowledge fire to be red, snow to be white,

the heavens to be blue, and grass green, but some people have the

greatest aversion to snow, while others cherish it as the type

of everything that is pure and hapjjy, and consequently look

forward to winter as the season of unmingled joy and pleasure,

while others revel in the gorgeous show of flowers, with the back-

ground of green, in summer, and be it said much to their credit.

It is therefore probably well that our tastes differ, mentally and

physically, or we might all fall into the terrible temptation of par-

tially preferring the gormandizing Asiatic, to the pretty plumed

Polish fowls. Bkics.
. •--• •

(Tor Fanciers' Journal.)

PEREGRINATIONS OF UNICORN.
Conceiving the idea that 1 would imitate the example of so many

who have been " rambling " about the country, among the promi-

neht fanciers, reporting to you the high-toned quality of their

stock, &c., &c., I took the early train from home one fine morning.
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and thus commenced my intended journey, to see what I could

see, and hear what I could hear. At noontime I had alij;hted at

a amall country town, and inquired for the Parson and " Kernel,

but found they had gone to the " Centinental," and the little

"yaller" dog with them. Upon asking the whereabouts of

" Young Breeder," I was pained to hear my informant say

" Bunged up,"—ate too much "corn" with clean, pure water; the

Dr. says he's afraid he will have "stoppage of the intestines"

for joot/ this time, for he had neglected his advice so often, th.at

he feared grave results; but he had been habitually addicted

to eating so much four year old Brahma cock meat, that its tough-

ness h.ad per;«co/ed his system, and under these circumstances

he might possibly convalesce ; hoped to get two or three Blue

(game?) pills down him, and should then feel confident of his

speedy recovery.

I believe he keeps fowls, said I. " Wall, yees, he's got a few

of them newfangled kind, that's got so many feathers that the

Lord didn't know where to put them all, so he just stuck some
down their legs to the egstreme toenail of each toe, on both outer

legs, and said that those who didn't have 'em that way, would

be disqualiiied from holding any office, or could get up a standird

to suit themselves, and others, if they could only moke them think

so." Believing this to be a most remarkable breed, and worthy of

more than a p.issing notice, I intimated that I would stop on my
return, when I hoped to find Y. B. alive and hearty, and " sassy "

as ever. Before leaving my informant, I learned that Y. B. was

hoping to be sufficiently well to attend a prize spelling-school be-

fore long, for he was now a Reporter on one of the large N. Y.

dailies. Reaching the depot just in time, was soon on my
journey.

POULTRY EXPERIENCE PURCHASED.
However gratifying it may be, when we have climbed that

steep hill called Experience, and have at length reached the

delightful summit of Perfection, still to come to grief so often on

the journey (and we invariably do so just as we appear most cer-

tain of success), is very trying to the best-regulatcd temper.

"For the benefit of any amateur whose knowledge of poultry lore

may have been as limited as my own, let me tell how I " purchased

experience," with a splendid White Cochin pullet, that grew and
prospered so well that in my fertile imagination I was already

the happy possessor of handsome cups, and first prizes innumer-
able. But one morning while feeding them, I noticed that the

bird "on whom my hopes were built,' had an unusual protube-

rance in the breast, and on closer inspection found it was deci-

dedly crop bound. I gave it several doses of castor oil, yet

as day by day went on, it got no better, and I said to myself,

"J. K. L., I charge thee 'fling away ambition,' for you never did,

and you never will get so much as an 'H. C towards the realiza-

tion of all your brilliant visions." Now I never had the pleasure

of a iete d-tete with a learned poultry-keeper, since I am not ac-

quainted with one, or I should have listened with reverence to his

advice, and I obtain no sympathy from the " he.ad of the family,"

who considers the study of hens and chickens very tame and in-

sipid. "Better study flowers, and Ferns would be a far more lady-

like occupation," and ends his advice with a parting shot (very

much sotlo voce I admit,) something about "little things." And
really / consider, since my poultry cannot get "highly com-
mended," the judges ought to award something to my unwearied

energy and perseverance, because for the last five years, with

nothing to back me but my purse and my enthusiasm ("and

I positively affirm that the two are inseparable,) I hiive slowly

learnt my lessons in experience. Again, my invalid neighbor

complains of the perpetual cock-crowing, the servants of the extra

work " them dirty brutes" make, and I am periodically informed

by the "head" that those horrid pets of mine have got into the

garden, and for the third time have eaten all the young plants;

and all these little drawbacks are calculated to damp the ardor of
their warmest friends. But I am digressing; revenons d nos

moiilons, my crop-bound pullet.

On referring to " our Journal," I found you had advised "An
Anxious Readeh," apparently in the same difficulty as myself,

"First to secure the bird firmly, clip away the surrounding feath-

ers, cut open the crop, and remove all the food there, carefully sew
up the wound, and for a few dajs feed the bird on soft food only."

These directions I followed to the letter, and I was so deeply im-

pressed by my own skill and ability, that I felt confident I had
only to receive a few lessons at the school at Edinburgh to become
a very formidable rival to Messrs. Jeg, Blake & Co., but my
proposition to that effect was so hopelessly quabhed by the "head,"
that I gave up the idea on the spot.

Well, my patient seemed to progress favorably, and my hopes
were again in the ascendant ; still I noticed she could not hold up
her head as formerly, so I imagined the wound must still be very

stifle, and that time would restore it ; but time did r,ot, for at the

end of three months she still walked about with her neck very

much contracted, and we both seemed to lose heart together (only

she lost flesh as well,) and one day while carelessly lookipg over

a stray number, I discovered the cause of my unsuccessful surgery.

" Be careful not to sew the two skins together," and making this

moral I will end my letter.—J. K. L., in Journal of Eoriicutlure.

HERRON vs. WARREN.
W0RCE8TEK, August, 1876.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq., Editor Fanciers' Journal

:

My Dear Sir : In reply to Mr. Herron's communication in No.

28 of your Jouhnai,, allow me simply a few words. Any one

who will take the trouble to read this last efl'usion, if he be intel-

ligent, would denounce the writer. This billingsgate style of

writing must be natural to him. I should be satisfied if every

respectable breeder and fancier in the country could read it, for I

am satisfied he has made no impression, excepting a bad one for

himself. My letter in your Jouknal, No. 25, gives the exact

truth of this matter, in every particular. Were I to spend days on
it, I could not more clearly or truthfully define it. I desire to re-

frain from anything which may lower myself in the estimation of

the fraternity. If Mr. Herron will t.ake but a slight step in ad-

vance of that already taken by him, I will be obliged to him. His

allusion to thief, burglar, and scalawag, are nearly overpowering.

I am not sure but that had I known of this terrible blow and ex-

pos6, that I would not h>ave given the twelve dollars. Yet I am
sure, had I done so, I should have always felt worse in my feel-

ings than I possibly can now imagine ! Now who are the guilty

factions? The devil must be one, while conscience the other. A
thief and burglar are tempted by the devil; yet may have a con-

science. A scalawag is too low for the devil
;
yet I doubt not he

has a conscience. Directed by conscience, I endeavored to select

for this man a fine bird. I had an able and competent assistant

to help me, and I can do no better hereafter. The bird, if liv-

ing, will be shown at our fairs this winter, and the public may
judge for themselves. His allusions to Messrs. Geo. C. Barker

and E. Hindekoper are satisfactory to me ; the former has tried

since to duplicate his order, and the latter I believe to be a gentle-

man in every respect, who had bad luck with a bird that unfor-

tunately had what I judged to be rheumatism, what no breeder is

responsible for. 1 feel ashamed, and think it beneath my dignity

to appear in this so-called controversy ; but this ends it, so far as

I am concerned. I can simply say for Mr. Herron's benefit, if

benefit it be, that my orders have increased threefold over last

season. This he might have known. I care very little for money,

as those who know me can testily. So far I suppose the thief,

burglar, and scalawag, may be appropriate. Yet, had Herron
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liccn successful and stopped my business, I slioukl slill have con-

tinued and bred my favorites, and still with gold bands sent them

to our exhibitions to be judged. My little girl sings to her mother

at night, " I want to be an angel." So do I, bnt^irs^ I want to be

honest. One of Mr. Hcrron's neighbors, who stands unques-

tioned in reputation—an entire stranger tome—of his own accord

writes, under date of July 4, 1876, that a certain bird was shipped

Ilerron. Herron claimed the bird was terribly sick and worth-

less, upon which the express charges were refunded, the owner

saying the bird was all right when shipped, and prohalily would

be right after a little. Ilerron soon after reported that the bird had

died. The writer of my note says Ilerron slill has the bird, if he

has not disposed of him. I ask (with all fairness, with no desire to

injure the character of any) is such a man entitled to credit ? Am I

to be denounceii by such a character t When 1 shipped this pov,

miserable, loorlldess, ronpy, wri/-tailed, male specimen of poultry, it

was addressed to another party. Ilerron did not wish his name to

be used in order, as he said, that the bird should go " dead-head "

through. Not quite so liberal then, as since, when he proposes to

visit every sliow in the country and if necessary to exjieud money

to show me up. Such felloivs ordinarily are not very heavy, and

soon leave us, and their burial private. A man who gives must

take a joke, and not get angry. I will not. Tliomas Ingoldsby,

the English parson, in his legends, gives mnny very funny char-

acters. Metbinks I see the devil, with his horns, his hoof, his tail

and sack, trailing the sand on the Red Sen shore. He goes for all

he can find, and bags a Maitro de Danse, a Maitresse en titre,

Grisettes, an English Roue. A York Jockey &c. He suddenly

comes on a singular looking character which at once startles and

frightens him. With an effort to speak he gasps. Who are you ?

Ans. My name is Ilerron, from Indianapolis. (Jo, get thee

gone, says the devil, who immediately makes tracks for his un-

known home with his victims, glad to escape from our Indiana

gentleman, who has so admirably proved tliat I am a thief, a bur-

glar, and a scalawag.

Very truly yours, A. I). Warren.

(For Fanciers" Journal.)

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES.

REPORTED BY YOUNG BREEDER.

[Continued &om No. 30.]

Ped. Dickie ! are you a regular attendant here ?

Dickie. No sir, I am not. I don't belong to this crowd ; they

are what I must call " raud slingers." I just dropped in in hopes

to get a few new ideas on that most excellent mongrel, the

Plymouth Kock. They must never for a moment be for-gotten,

and may be he-gotten by tlie intermingling of several different

breeds as their four-fathers and eight mothers, who all came over

in the Mayflower give evidence. Tliis variety is now being bred

at my yards with the most redundant success, and the identical

fowls now in my possession, I propose to show to the world "in the

course of ten years," as spring chickens of undoubted ability.

Sir! (warming up and putting a foot forward) Sir ! The science

of medicine when applied to hens, produces a most glorious field

for thought and imagination. Doth not the aggregate production

of poultry papers on ibis continent ring monthly, yea weekly

with words from the gifted pen of Dr. Dickie ? For the present we
cannot forget that " truth is mighty and must prevail," being

now engaged on a work of 7,000 folios on the rise and ultimate

destiny of the Plymouth Rock, which I hope, with the assistance

of all tlie poultry editors, to see in print, »Bd my yards being

adjacent to the natural gas regions of Pa.

Ped. (groaning) I should say so.

Dickie. And I must firmly decline on account of time to

answer any impudent questions. One case regarding my

specialties I must not fail to relate. A wort'iy and aged

couple (to whom I have often administered large doses of

jalap and brown bread jiills) seemed to delight in a flock of

fowls which were of all colors of tho rainbow, and not up to my
ideas of excellence in any respect. I le(t off the jnlap and pills,

and labored with them day after day on the folly of keeping such

mongrels when better mongrels could be kept on the same number

of bushels of corn per year.—Mark the result. Tlie old man di(d.

But the widow now rcjoiceth

In a large flock

Of Plymouth Rock.

And wishing you all a good morning and hoping to receive the

$3.00 draft for the 13 eggs, I must leave. (Exit.)

Ped. Tell the boy to bring the pin along when he again comes.

Greenhorn. Wat's a Game ?

Mike, (who has been reading the papers) I should say an insect

wid a crooked tail an' the r-o-o-p ; och ! Look at 'cm with their

snake heads an' peacocks' tails. Begorra I've some mi cousin

sint me from the ould counthry, ringed, sfrakcd, an' speckled, with

short ligs an' long spur-rs, an' if I lit one out you wouldn't hear

of a black brested red in the village.

Enter Pro Bono Publico.

Ped. Good morning my old friend ! Sit down and make

yourself comfortable.

Pro. " Let dogs delight

To bark and bite."

I have been hit myself by these missiles the boys are slinging

round promiscuously, and I meekly ask what is the good of this

controversy "i

Mike. An' wots the ha-r-m yon ould hiretic'? If there is any-

thing I admoircs it's a frae fight wid nobody kilt entirely.

Ped. My friend, as a fancier have you any interest in the Ameri

can Standard of Excellence, and if so, would you allow your spirit

of kindness to see this Standard abused, ill treated, misquoted,

maligned, and transformed to suit yards and tempers on account

of one or two sore heads, who imagine themselves "called" to

write for the papers, and a literary who evidently does not

know an Asiatic from a Gazelle, but establishes himself from the

heat of the summer's sun under the shadows of his own eave, and

thinketh himself secure because he editeth a poultry paper I Is

the Standard worth speaking a good word for ? If not, there are

millions of hours and millions of dollars being wasted this very

season. Is supreme selfishness to pass unrebuked, and such jobs

put up on the boys without giving them a hearing'? Have young

breeders no rights which old breeders are bound to respect ? If

this young one's scribbling amuses you, well and good, but if he

is a detriment to the Standard and general poultry interests, let

lh.e, fraternity speak, and no more shall be heard from Young

Breeder.

Here comes the little fellow now. Wipe your nose sonny, and

tell us what makes you so late.

Y. B. (rubbing his nose on his sleeve) I kinder stayed awhile

to see my old Brahma rooster clean out a Game.

Ped. My son, your excuse is accepted. Such a sight is a grand

but not an unfreqnent one. Little boy ! what is the foundation of

your hopes on your flock of chickens this season ?

Y. B. The American Standard of Excellence.

Ped. Right! The Standard is law, and there is none other.

Boys what are you whispering about ?

Several. We was arrangin' to lick Y. B. to-morrow, when

Burleigh comes.

Ped. School's dismissed.

Sectarianism.—Little, narrow prejudices, that make you
hate your neighbor, because he has eggs roasted, when you have
yours boiled.
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MANAGEMENT OP CHICKENS—No. 1.

However bad tlie season liitlierto has been for many of us, tlierc

are many broods in a growing stage, and consequcnily a few liints

upon their management and feeding may he useful. We shall not

attenijjt to write anything new, knowing that the suhject has been

ventilated thoroughly from time to time; still we know that we

have even since last season many fresh poultry keepers among our

subscribers who will he glad of any ideas which are new to them

though old to us ; and even amateurs of two or three year's stand-

ing will not object to have their knowledge refreshed, for this and

the two coming months are not only very important but frequent-

ly very critical. There is no doubt that good chickens are scarce

—we moan good early birds—and we are quite sure that this will

be realized soon enough. So it is more than ever important, then,

to make the most of our broods now, even though they may be

lately hatched.

To begin tlien. Those who have only enclosed yards and no

grass field or orchard for their chickens to run in, should dig up

those yards at least twice a-week and raise up monnds with the

soil. The hen and her chickens will delight iu levelling them,

and find innumerable edible morsels in them at every time; and if

grains, or ants' eggs, or maggots can be buried among the soil of

these miniature mountains so much the better, for to keep young

chickens continually on the scratch is most important. Once they

are allowed to be idle hour after hour on a dry and hard run, and

only their proper feeds at certain times to daintily pick at, they

will never do well. They will lose brightness, and look mopish

and droop their wings, and then we know all is over with them.

Chickens must be continually employed. A handful of wheat or

hemp in a lump of straw will do them, when confined, as much
good as two feeds of the best ground oats when thrown down on

a hard and bare run. Chickens must never be allowed to mope or

be idle, for they should be kept continually exercised. Then,

again, for chickens in confinement the meals must be varied and

various. The menu cannot be too much changed. Boiled vege-

tables with the meal mixed up dryly makes excellent feeding stuff;

bread crusts and broken biscuits soaked in skim milk make
chickens grow wonderfully fast. We always like to use soft foods

in the daytime. A handful of some good grain at noon will not

hurt them, but if allowed to feed too heartily before it they are

apt to lose their appetites. Green food we believe immensely in

for chickens in confinement. Lettuce leaves and lawn mowings

finely minced up and mixed with some soft food, with a sprinkling

of Spratt's food will often induce chickens to eat when nothing

else seems to temp them. Spiced foods and aromatic compounds

we do not at all care for for young stock. We think they do more

harm than good, however useful they may be for stimulating lay-

ing in adult birds. Chickens so fed seldom make fine specimens,

but become matured when they ought to be growing, and develope

combs when the birds ought to be making flesh and bone. Now
is the time to choose out any imperfect specimens—birds with

evident malformations of comb, legs, or shape—for more harm is

done with overcrowding in small yards than is ever done by any-

thing else. We feel quite sure if fanciers with limited space tried

to produce ten chickens where now they endeavor to get thirty,

not only would there not be so many miserably grown objects in

every small establishment, but the prices generally would be

better and the runs sweeter and more wholesome into the bargain.

The prices birds are now fetching, save in rare instances, are very

meagre, and we do not hesitate to think one of the principal

reasons is that so many half-grown, weazen-faeed-looking chickens

are annually allowed to live and are daily offered for sale, so the

market becomes overcrowded and choked with perfect rubbish.

Now, we repeat, is the time to thin before the runs are contami-

nated, diseases are bred, and the corn bill is run up.

Water, too, is as important an item in the chicken's menu as

ever the best wines are at our own great feasts. Chickens must
have clean water, and they must have fresh water. We do not
mean that stale watfr would kill a chicken, but when birds are

w.anted for the exhibition pen no pains must be spared to produce
them up to the mark. Water which stands from morning to

morning does them harm. Rain water which is allowed to stand
in the water-tub does them harm. Water which can be found by
the chickens in stagnant puddles, or which drains from farmyards
does them harm. We like no pans so well as the circles of rings

;

they hold but little water, are easily cleaned, and afford no fear of

the tiniest baby chick being drowned in them. We like when we
can possil>ly afford the time to fill these pans and wait till the

chickens have satisfied themselves, and then empty the pans
again. This entails trouble, but we believe it would amply repay
for it, and without trouble no real and permanent success can
possibly be expected.

Some recommend meat very highly, and we believe many of

our breeders do use if, but we would never give it to the birds as

meat. We like to make a good soup of it and then mix up the

soft food with it. We are sure this is a better way than cooking
the meat and giving it to the birds in pieces. Pot liquor in which
mutton or veal has been boiled when used to mix up the soft

food makes the birds grow rapidly and thrive well.

Next as to the time of feeding. This must depend upon cir-

cumstances. For instance, the size and material of the runs, the

breed of the birds, and the quality of the ground where there is

plenty of space. We can lay down no definite list of hours, but

can only emphatically say, the best rnle is "little and often."

We have now two grass runs with only a hedge between them,

and yet in one of them a brood of chickens would almost find

their own living, while in the other they would shortly starve.

Some grasses and herbs seem especially suited forinsectlife, which
after all form the most natural and best food for young chickens.

—W. in Journal of Horticulture.

REPLY TO QUILABEE.
"Quilaber" in the Journal of Aug. 7, in the last paragraph of

his article, has fallen into some errors which he will doubtless

thank the writer for correcting.

"The Poultry Magazine," i. e.. The Poultry Bxilletin, is not

controlled by the American Poultry Association; neither is the

paper their "organ"; neither was its editor chosen by the Asso-

ciation or from their ranks.

The President, Secretary, Business Manager, and Editor of the

Bulletin are none of them members of the American Poultry

Association
; and but a very small portion of the Association

Fanciers' stock is owned by members of the American Poultry

Association.

It is, however, owned by the parties who are amply responsible.

for any irregularities (?).

"Cognoscente."
.--.

Fowls prefer, ai well as need, good, pure, cold water, especial-

ly in warm, sultry weather.

KENNEL NEWS.
Our friend S. J. Bestor, of Hartford, is in luck, it would seem,

dog-wise. His imported " Juliette " has favored him with an-

other increase of canines, again whelping nine (9) pups, under

date August 8. The Sire was his imported " Snip." Both

"Snip" and "Juliette" were the premium winning Cocker

Spaniels at the great Bench Show at Springfield, Mass., last

spring. Mr. Bestor informs us this is the fourth litter which

Juliette has brought forth—in total, 42 pups, and all sold hereto-

fore at 825 each. Most of the present litter are already engaged.

" Juliette" is a profitable little beauty, it would appear.
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PiqEOfJ De[=;^f^j|vie[^7.

PIGEON RACE.
Mb. Editor :

Our second race, between Mr. Waefelaer's and my birds came

off on the 1st of this montli, from the City of Tamaqua, about

150 miles from New York. Our birds were consigned to Mr.

John Hendricks, of the above city, who kindly kept them

over for two days, and cared and provided for tliem during

their stay. As it was raining for two days witliout intermission,

our birds might have been lost, if they had been tossed in such

bad weather. Tuesday, on the 1st, the morning was bright and
fine, only the wind was blowing at Tamaijua, and also at New
York from the northeast, or nearly in an opposite direction for our
birds to fly to New York. Three of Mr. Waefelaer's birds came
home in about lour hours, being good time considering the un-

favorable wind. The two other pigeons of Mr. Waefelacr, and
my two came home shortly afterwards.

Our pets are making quite a sensation in every town they are

tossed, and did so particularly at Tamaqua, where, according to

Mr. Hendricks' writing, the newspaper men, the doctors, the

lawyers, the ministers, and the citizens generally, without mention-
ing the crowds of ladies, turned out in full force to see our birds

go off for New York.
Next Thursday our birds will fly, weather permitting, from

Danville, Fa., which is about 200 miles from New York, and the

week following, they will fly from Luck Haven, in which town
they will be tossed and cared for by Professor Raub, he having
kindly offered his services to take good care and toss our birds.

Yours truly, John Van Opstal.
New Yoek, August 4th, 1876.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

DOUBLE ENGLISH, BELGIAN HOMING BIRDS
RAUE.

A HOME -AND HOME MATCH BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND BEL-
GIAN PIGEON FANCIERS.

Mr. Editor : This friendly contest took place on the 20ih of

July; 444 Belgian birds were sent to London, and 27 English

birds were sent to Brussels.

The Epervier, commenting on this race, in its number of July

2d, says

:

The Belgian Society Abeona of Brussels are organizing a race

for the 20th of July, from the city of London. iNo doubt but

that this race will attract the attention of all the fanciers who
love the " voyageurs," or homing birds. The winning birds, if

for sale, will no doubt find purchasers at good prices, and we are

sure that this race will attract a good deal of competition in both

countries.

The same day both the Belgian and English birds will be set

free—that is to say, in Brussels and in London, to fly in opposiie

directions.

Although we do not pretend to advise our English friends, still

a little advice may be of great value to them. The flying of the

English birds should not be done at an early hour, because the

sea coast in the morning is generally cloudy and foggy, and birds

being in such an atmosphere may lose a great deal of time before

finding their direction. This is the reason we advise our English

friends to let their birds fly when the fog is cleared away from the

sea coast. If we were to take care of the tossing of the birds we

would be proud to arrange things in such a way as to secure a

success for our British fellow-fanciers, and here is the way we

would go to work : We would send one of our friends to Ostend

fa city on the sea coast), and would charge him to telegraph us

the moment the atmosphere should be clear enough to toss the

birds.

We would be "reproached, perhaps, that we would take too

much precaution, but to those we will say that the English fan-

ciers are only making trials with their birds, and that trials should
always be made under the most favorable circumstances.

Repeated failures are breeding discouragement.

The Epervier of JiUy 9th gives the conditions of the race as

follows :

City of Brussels.

Anglo Belgian Concours.
Under the auspices of the Alexandria Palace and organized by

the Society Abeona.
From the city of London, July 20th.

700 francs " of Prizes of Honor." . 700 francs.

Two silver bowls of 1 25 francs each, and eighteen prizes of

Honor, of twenty-five francs each, in cash. The first one hundred
returned birds will be bought by the English fanciers at fifty

francs each (SIO), and the others at twenty-five francs each.

The English fanciers will also commence to train their birds

towards our conn try, in view of a simultaneous tossing of the

English and Belgian birds.

'i he paper of July 23d says :

" The Society Abeona has shipped, last Tuesday, 444 pigeons

to London, and have been tossed there at 11.10 A. M., July 20th,

with a slight northeast wind.
" The English fanciers have also sent to Mr. Charles Mills twen-

ty-seven birds, who have been tossed the 20th of July, at 8.15 a.

M., at Palace Place, opposite the palace of the king. All the

English birds have taken the direction of the northeast. The
moment we are going to press we have not received any news of

the arrival of the travelers from the other side of the sea. We
trust that we will be able to announce in our next number the

happy return of a number of the English birds."

1 he Belgian birds did not make good time, having been set

free at 11.10, the first bird arriving at Brussels (a distance from
London of about 230 miles in a straight line) at 5.43, and at 7.01

thirty-five birds had arrived at the Society. So that the first ar-

rived bird made the distance in 6 hours 33 minutes, and the thirty-

seventh in 7.51. As only thirty-seven were home at 7.01 p. M.,

there is no doubt but that at least one quarter of the birds will

be lost, as they seldom come home the second day when they

fly from over the sea. As soon as I receive the Epervier, which
gives an account of the arrival of the English birds, I will inform

you immediately, as no doubt our English fanciers here will wait

with anxiety to know the time the birds made.
On Thursday last Mr. Waefelaer and I had another race from

Danville, Pa., about 200 miles from New York. Five of Mr.
Waefelaer's birds flew there and two of mine. Mr. I. W. Sweis-

fort of Danville had the kindness to take care and toss our birds.

About 9 o'clock I received the following telegram :
" Birds to,ssed

at 8 o'clock. Weather fine." My bird Andrew Jackson did very

well again, flying the distance in 4 hours 8 minutes, Danville

time. My other bird, Jupiter, Jr., came home about half-past

two. One of Mr. Waefelaer's birds must have come in about the

same time as my first; his second came about one o'clock, and
his three others during the afternoon. So that the original seven

with which we started from Easton, and who flew, first, twice

from Easton, once from Tobyhanna, twice from Scranton, back
again from Easton, as we were going to go in another direction,

then from Tamaqua, and lastly from Danville. Next Thursday
our birds will fly from lyork Haven, Pa , about 240 miles by rail

from New York. Professor Raub has kindly volunteered to look

after them. The performances of our seven birds have proven
the superiority of the Belgian birds, as I don't think that ever

such races have been flown by other birds in the United States.

When our birds return from Lock Haven we will rest them till

next year, and we propose to fly them next 4th of July from the

city of Buffalo, which must be about 600 miles from New York.
Any other fanciers wishing to participate in this race will please

address the undersigned.

A prize of honor of $100 in gold will be offered for the bird

who will make the fastest time, if back inside of three days.

Yours truly, John Van Opstal, 4 Lewis St., N. Y.
New York, August 12, 1876.
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EDITORIAL BEPARTMEJVT.
SALE OF GAMES.

We learn from Mr. P. W. Hudson, of North Manchester, Conn.,

that he has sold his entire stock of yellow legged Red Pile games,

to Mr. AV. G. Bockus, Jr.,of Pittsfield, Mass.

We call particular attention to S. J. Bestor's advertisement of

his stock of White-Crested Fantails ; we can endorse Mr. Beator

as a gentleman, an honorable business man, and as a thoroughly

experienced fancier. He was for some years President of the

Conn. State Poultry Society, prominent in the A. P. A., and
held in high esteem by the leading poultry and pigeon fanciers of

the country.

His collection of Fantails is unquestionably the finest in

America, and we believe he will find some appreciative fancier

to succeed him in the ownership of his beautiful stud of birds.

Mr. Bestor's yearly demands have rendered it quite unnecessary

for him to advertise for years past, and he wishes now to sell the

collection together Instead of retailing them, and has special busi-

ness reasons for so doing.

CoF^F^ESpOflDEfJCE.

I wish to state to you that I have a Partridge Cochin Hen that

has on three different occasions laid for me a remarkable egg, viz.:

weight 6 oz., 7^- inches around by 9^, and inside of this egg a

full size, hard shelled egg, of ordinary size. I took one of them
to the printing ofBce and bank, these they though t quite a curiosity.

Yours respectfully,

W. H. TOWNSEKD.

MISSOURI VALLET POULTKY AND PET STOCK ASSOCIATION.

St. Joseph, Mo., July 26, 1876.
Jos. M. Wade, Esq :

Dear Sir :—The executive committee of the Missouri Valley
Poultry and Pet Stock Association have decided to hold their

third annual exhibition at St. Joseph, Mo., December 12, 13, and
14. The premium list will be prepared shortly. Look out then

for the grandest show the West has ever held.

Yours truly, LoN. Hardman, Cor. Secretary.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfro

—An Illinois Judge has decided that a washing bill cannot be
collected.

—

N. Y. Sun.
Yes, and we have known cases where the wash could not be,

either.

—Of the 117 young women in the Michigan University only
four have taken to the legal profession.

—

Phila. Times.
Bad for the variety theatres—What will their patrons do without

the leg al profession I

—A foreign newspaper, in giving .an account of Toulouse, re-

marks :
" It is a large town, containing upwards of sixty thousand

inhabitants built entire! tj of bricks."

Sixty thousand perfect bricks walking about must be a pleasant
sight

!

—The first prize in English composition at the Hopkins Gram-
mar School in New Haven, Conn., has been taken by Spencer
Laisun, a Chinese lad.

—

Press.

The young man belies his name. He's not been a laz-y-iin, by
a long shot.

—James Lucky was run over by a train of cars at the Market
street, Newark, depot of the Pennsylvania Railroad yesterday, and
his legs were so badly crushed that they were amputated.—iV. Y.
Sun.
James may have been " lucky," but we don't think so.

—A young man committed suicide in Eeutlingen, Germany,
because his parents compelled him to study theology when he
wanted to be a carpenter.

—

Herald.

It could not have been Beecher's theology. He wanted some-
thing more plane.

—A young girl listened in Owensboro, Ky., to a sermon on the

horrors of hell, and was made a raving maniac. She imagines
that she is enduring the tortures of the damned, and it is necessary

to keep her tied.

—

N. Y. Sun.
There would be many more such cases but that the people go to

the orihodox churches lor fashion—not to listen.

—"The treatment of persons ijnmediately killed by sunstroke
should be, in the first instance, of cold water dashed on the head
and chest, followed by friction or rubbing of the back and limbs

;

draughts of cold luater, if it can be swiiUowed ; spirits of hartsliorne,

diluted with water, laudanum, and camphor water, ifthere be cramps
or pains; light restoratives, such as coffee and broths."

—

Phila.

Ledger.

The Ledger does not often kill any thing, but when it does the

above is the manner in which its victim is again brought to life.

—Oatmeal in wiiter, in the proportion of a quarter of a pound
of oatmeal to three quarts of water, is recommended as a refresh-

ing drink. The meal should be well boiled, the mixture cooled,

and water added to keep up the proportion. With a bit of ice,

this is said not only to quench the thirst, but to keep up strength.

Without ice, when ice cannot be had, it is still palatable, if entirely

cool. It is said that it is used in many iron foundries and
manufactories in Engliind. The meal should be well shaken
through the water before drinking.

—A CHALLENGE.—Me play billiard* mucheelong time evly day.

Me wantee play Hop Ling Dion Cylille belly muchee to mollow,
evly day allee same so. Me bkee play Melican man belly good
play. Hi Ling Sexton preferred allee same so. Me play muchee
Mtlican money allee same so as Hop Ling Dion Cylille, five thou-

sand dollals. French caloms, 600 points up evly day. Me putee

five hundred dollals in Melican's man's hands Hally Hill. Me
Mean business allee time evly day.

Ling Look Sullivan,
Champion of China.
—N. Y. Herald Adv.

Ling Look is brother to Ching Lee, who the other day, at the

Centennial grounds tasted ice cream for the first time. lie said
" no goodee ! Melican man have too muih cold grub—no cookee
enough—make China man's belly feel like ice-wagon."

— Fhe Rose of Sharon—Common Althea.—The rose of

Sharon is one of the most exquisite flowers in shape and hne. Its

blos-oms are bell-shaped, and of many mingled hues and dyes.

But its history is legendary and romantic in the highest degree.

In the East—throughout Syria, Judea, and Arabia—it is regarded

with the profoundest reverence. The leaves that encircle the

round blossom dry and close tight together when the season of

blossom is over; and, the stalk withering completely away from
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the stem, the flower is blown awny at last from the bush on which
it grew, having dried up in the shape ol a ball, which is carried

by the sport of the breeze to great distances. In this way it is

borne over the sandy ft'astes and deserts, unril at last, touching

some moist place, it clings to ihe soil where it immediately takes

fresh root, and springs to life and beauly again. Tor this very

reason the Orientals have adopted it as the emblem of the resur-

rection. The dried flower is jibiccd in a vase of water beside the

beds of women in labor, by the Judcans; and if it expands by
moisture the omen is considered favorable. If it does not, the

worst is at all times feared.

—Jamrach, the great animal dealer of London, has succeeded

in landing safe and sound a male gorilla in the Berlin Zoological

Gardens. He is a splendid specimen of his uncouth tribe, is one
year old, and as large as a boy 14 years old ! In color he is quite

black, and the palms of his hands as well as the soles of his feet

are as soft as kid. He is very genile, is easily managed, and al-

together tractable, showing in bis daily conduct that the gorilla

can be tamed. His i>oor mother had to be shot by the hunter

that he might be captured. Hdon.

—The Bay Lynx (L. rufns], commonly called in America
the Wild Cat, is quite numeious all through the mountain dis-

tricts of West Virginia, and is also found in most of the eastern

and middle States. Living in dens under the rocks, and prowling
through the forest day and night, always having a ravenous appe-

tite, and lecding only on the blood and flesh of animals, it is the

scourge of the inhabitants of the mountains where it abounds It

can climb trees with the greatest facility and ea.se, and is very

destructive to the game birds and small qundrupeds in the wooded
districts where it makes its home. It ai.so places the lambs and
poultry of the mountaineers under contribution, and renders the

keeping of th^m in some of the wilds of the Alleghanies an im-

po sibility. Though usually timid and cowardly, it becomes ag
gressive and dangerous when wounded, and many a hunter will

show you with ])ride, the marks of the claws of the lynx on bis

bosom. It is chased with hounds like the fox, and the sport is

very exciting. When pressed too closely by the dogs it climb-i a
tree, springing to the ground again on the approach of the hun-
ters. Thus the chase is kept up i-oinctimes for miles, ihe lynx all

the time eudearoriug to eflfect a retieat to his cave in the rocks.

J. M. MuCann.

—An Eagle Shot.—Great interest was excited on AVash-
ingion street. Highlands, about seven o'clock last evening, by the
a])pearance of a large bird circling in the air but a little way from
the ground. It was first seen hovering over the Eustis street

burying-ground, and some thought it was a centennial eagle, vis-

iting the former burial-place of the patriots Warren and Heath
;

while others, less sentimental, thought it was a belated fish-hawk
from the beaches, in search of a ucighboring fish-market. The
republican politicians looked upon the strange bird as a good
omen, for it was evident to them that it was a harbinger of suc-
cess, and an eagle on his way to a Hayes ratification meeting.
The democrats asserted that it was a carrier pigeon on his flight

south from Albany, with Tilden's letter of acceptance. Some
thought it was an owl, waiting for dark to come that it might see
its way back to the woods ; but no further time was allowed for
these and similar conjectures to he indulged in, for the bird soon
alighted on a tall chimney on Webster hall, the hii^best building
in the street. By this time hundreds of people had gathered,
and the bird calmly looked down on ihe multitude below. One
or two rifle shots were fired, without disturbing it in the least.

At length, John L. Br.agg, expressman, fired a eh.- rge of buckshot,
which brought the bird down, though it dropped into the flue of
the chimney, and it was with difliculty got out. It proved to be a
young eagie, or ospivy, with strong, ring-like talons, a white
head, with a powerful beak. His wings measured 4 feet 10 inches
from tip to tip. He was about three years old, and a fine spe'^i-

men of his kind. He will be taken to a taxidermist to be stuffed.—Boston Daily Advertiser.

_
—An English chemist has published the results of his observa-

tions of flies, with which he has experimented. If what he re-
ports is true, we should be more kind-hearted to these little in-
sects. It is interesting to watch a fly which has just alighted
after soaring about the room for some little time. He goes through
a series of operations which remind you of a cat licking her-elf
after a meal, or of a bird pluming its feaihers. First the hind feet
are rubbed together, then each hind leg is passed over a wing, then
the fore-legs undergo a like treatment; and lastly, if you look
sharp, you will see the insect carry bis proboscis over his legs
and about his body as far as he can reach. The minute trunk is

perfectly retractile, and it terminates in two large lobes, which you

can see spread out when the insects begin a meal on a lump of
sugar. Now, the rubbing together of legs and wings may be a
soothing operation, but for what purpose is this canfulllv going
over the body wiih the trunk, especially when thatorgan is not fit-

ted for licking, but simply for grasping and sucking up food. On
placing a fly under the microscope, to ihe investigator's disgust, it

appeared covered with lice. The chemist concluded that here was
something which at once required looking into. Why were flies

lousy f The fly seemed to take his position very coolly, and ex-
tending his proboscis, began to sweep it over his body as if he had
just alighted. A glance through the microscope, however, showed
that the operation was not one of self beautification, for wherever
the lice were there the trunk went. The lice disappeared into the
trunk and the fly was eating them. He took the pa])er into the
kitchen and wared it around, taking care that no flies touched it,

went back to the microscopeand there found animalcules, the same
as on flies. He had now arrived at something definite ; the ani-
malcules were floating in the air, and the quick motions of the flies

gathered them on their bodies, and the flies then went into some
quiet corner to have their dainty meal The investigator goes
on describing how he continued the experiment in a variety of lo-
calities, and how, in dirty and bad smelling quarters, he found the
myriads of flies which exist there literally covered with animal-
cules, while other flies, captured in bedrooms or ventilated, clean
ajiartments, were miserably lean and entirely free from their prey.
Wherever flies existed, evolving germs which might generate dis-

ease, there were the flics covering themselves with minute organ-
isms and greedily devouring the same.

—

Ex.

—The Way Ants Fight in South Africa.—During the
months of September and October, 1873, I was living in thedense
bush, about six miles from Cape Coast Castle. Having much time
at my disposal, I utilized it by noting the habitsand natures of the
various creatures inhabiting that beautiful, though deadly, country.
I was particularly attracted by the vast hordes of antswhich were
to be seen every day marching over the narrow roads through the
hush, and I determined to notice their habits as closely as possi-

ble. Perhaps it may interest those of your readers who have a
taste for natural history, if I extract from my notes all that refers

to these insects, for tliese particulars I have not yet seen noted in
any work vet published. In the first instance I would mention
their migratory habits. I was unable to discover the cause of the
changes of abode they made, or whvit it was that induced t'.em
to take up their new quarters in any particular spot; but
this was certain, they were constantly on the move, traveling along
a sort of cutting or groove, made by their own countless footstejis.

I observed that besides the ordinary ants, not much larger than
our own Knglish insects, there were others, of about twice the size

of their smaller brethren, and armed with a huge horny pair of
" pincers" on the head. These insects always stationed themselves
on the brow of the cutting, occasionally patrolling up and down,
and evidently surveyed the movements of their friends below. I
never saw those larger in-ects carrying a burden, or in any way
assisting in the labors of the common ants, they seemed to me to

act as a sort of leader, to direct the march of their brethren. I
once placed obstructions in the trench to observe the conduct of
the insects ; I noticed that if the material was soft enough, the ants
broke it up and carried it clear of the trench, by morsels, but a
stone loo heavy to move, and too hard to break up, they lefi alone,
!i\m\t\y tunneliing under \t\ While some of the insects were thus
occupied, the column left the trench for the time, and as soon as
all was clear, re urned to the old course. I may as well mention
that on these migratory marches the ants do not carry any burdens,
either food or pujise, as we see them do in England. I found by
experiment that it the few leading ants were destroyed, the whole
column turned back and retired ; that if some of the insects in the
center were killed so as to break the column, those in front went
on, those behind retired. Here, it is evident that some means of
communication must exist between them, for these advances and
retreats were simultaneous and without confusion. With an an-
ecdote of what remarkable organization these minute creatures are
capable, I will conclude this somewhat protracted letter. One
morning a friend and I watched a column of ants starling from
their home in the mud walls of a hut in our camp, and determined
to follow them to their destination. They marched straight to
the parapet, mounted its inner face, descended into the trench,

and then mourned the opposite side and proce^drd to the open
ground there. They directed their course to a small mound of
fresh earth, and there the leading insects halted, remaining at the
foot of the hillock until the whole force was present. I have cal-

culated the number of this Liliputian army, by the distance their
column extended, allowing an averas^e of four abreast, and_a length
of one-eighth of an inch to each section of four, to be about 13,824,
exclusive of the larger insects. When the whole force was assem-
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bled, the little army divided ; one part remained at the foot of the

mound and ran round and round i', the rest mounted to the top,

and some of them entered ihe loose earth and speedily returned,

eaeh bearin;; ayount!;f;i''''ss'i"PP'^''''r cricket, dead, whioli he depos-
ited upon the ground and returned for a fresh load. Those who
had remained on the outside of the mound, took up the crickets

as they were broufjht ou: of the earth, and bore them down to the
base of the hill, returning for a fresh load. Soon the contents of

the mound seemed to be exhausted, and then the whole force re

turned home by the same route as before into the trench and over
the parapet, each with his burden of cricket food for the commu-
nity. I must confess that had I not seen this with my own eyes,

I could not have believed it, for here was a regular foray, planned
and executed with military precision, the country surveyed, and
the depot of provisions known accurately bi-fore the march was
made, and at the mound the prudential division of labor, and the
care taken that none of their victims should escape. In conclu-
sion, I would say, that improbable as these facts may seem, yet
they were witnessed by myself and my friend, -and we returned to

our camp, wondering at the greatness of that Creator who could
implant in these puuj creatures of His hand, so marvelous an in-

stinct.

—

Land and Water.

SjW^LL PeJ De[=/\F^JJV1E[JJ

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.) •

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the week ending Aug. 6, 1876.

1 Great Blue Heron {Ardea herodias).

2 Spotted Cavys ( Ccehgenys paca).

2 Agoutis {Onsi/procta af/uli).

1 Ocelot (i^e/i's ;)or(/a//s).

2 Squirrel Monkeys {Saimaris sriurea).

2 Brown Capuchins (Cebus fatuellus).

5 Blue and Yellow JIacaws (Ara ararauna).

3 Red and Blue Macaws (A. macao).

2 Red and Yellow Macaws (A. chtoropteta).

1 Trumpeter (Psopliia crppttans).

1 Cuvier's Toucan {Rampk'istos cuvieri).

1 Crested Curassow (Craxaledor).

1 White Crested Guan {Pi/iile jacutinga).

1 Greey's Guan {Pem-lopei/rpei/i}.

1 Cinerius Tinamou ( T. cinereus).

1 Florida Gallinule ( G. yaleata).

2 Foxes.

13 Parakeets.

1 Waterhen.

1 Small Guan. Purchased.

1 Wild Rabbit (Lrpus si/U-alicvs), and 2 chequered Tortoises
{Jimi/s pk(a). Presented by E. S. Meader, Hestonville, Pa

. 3 Sparrow Hawks [Faleo spurverius). Presented by James
Mellor, Oakdale, Pa.

1 Young Alligator {A. viississippiensis). Presented by James
H. Keyser, Philadelphia.

2 Bitterns (BoUiurns minor). Presented by William and Frank
Bowen, Chestnut Hid, Pa.

1 Young Alligator (A. mtssissippiensis). Presented by Joseph
B. Moore, Philadelphia.

Arthur E. Brown, Gcn'l, Sup't.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 27.

BY IIUON.

Scene—The Ostrich enclosure in the Garden. Two liuge birds

stalking about nipping the grass.

i/o/c/ien.—Since our last talk about the ostrich I have been

reading about it in the book of Job. A rather bad character is

there given of it. Of the mother Job says ;
" She is hardened

against her young ones as though they were not hers."

Grampi/.—I suspect that the " patient man," or whoever wrote

that knew very little aliout the the ostrich, or the prophet Jere-

miah either, who says much the s.ame thing in his Lamintiitions.

Modern naturalists and travelers contradict them both flatly.

Job also pays: " The ostrich leaveth her eggs in the earth and

forgetteth them." Now it is well known that the eggs are not in

the least forgotten, but are carefully tended by both father and
mother, and when the young have burst the shell, the old birds

tend them for some days, bring them food, and until they are able

to help themselves stand by them ever ready to protect them from

harm.

Ilalchen.—Job also says the ostrich " forgetteth that the wild

beast may break her eggs."

Gramptj.—On the contrary, the ostrich seems to have a very

good memory of wild beasts, for Burckhardt says—and he very

carefully investigated the subject

:

" When the eggs are laid they are never altogether left during

the d-iy. The parents seemingly aware that the sun's heat is

sufficient, leave the nest and take up a position of watch upon a

near hill, but as soon as the shades of evening fall, each return

and alternately take their place upon the eggs." And says

Liehtenstein :
" Numerous small wild beasts of prey—wild cats,

jackals and the like—who will run any risks to steal the eggs,

ahe found in the morning crushed to death by the ostriches,

who tramp upon them with their powerful feet until life is en-

tirely trodden out."

Halchen.—Lot also calls the bird stupid, saying that:

" God had deprived her of wisdom ; nor had he imparted to

her understanding."

How is that ?

Grampy.—I am afraid that the idea of the bird's stupidity has

been taken without investigation.

Halchen.—But Pliny—and surely he knew—says, " The veriest

fools they be of all others, for if they get their head hidden in the

sand, they think no man seeth them, and they are safe enough."

Grampy —Pliny knew mpre about the Book of Job than he did

about the ostrich, and many a pretty nursery tale has been writ-

ten from his statement, and many a wise " saw " founded upon it,

and yet the thing never happens—the hiding of the head in the

sand is a mere myth, after all. Spurman, the great Swedish

naturalist, who was in Africa just a hundred years ago, visited

the localities where the ostrich most abounds, and then and there

inquired about this same habit. He met with no one who had

ever seen it, or even heard of it. On the contrary, when the

bird is pursued by an enemy it endeavors by flight to escape, and

continues its cB^orts until it is knocked on the head by the hunters,

or driven to a place where it may be taken alive.

Ilalchen.—I have read somewhere that there is a bond of attach-

ment between the quagga or zebra and the ostrich. Is there any

truth in that ?

Grampy.—Zenophon notices such an alliance, but modern

naturalists say the zebras attach themselves to a troop of ostriches

because of their being a prudent and wary bird, and thus they

trust to their caution and prudence for the discovery of danger.

So much for the zebra's idea of the ostrich's stupidity and want

of understanding.

Hulchen.—The cry of the ostrich has been said to equal that of

the lion. I have heard this disputed by those who seem to know.

How is it ?

Grampy.—"Doctors disagree " here again. Livingston, writ-

ing from among them, says :
•' the cry of the ostrich is often

mistaken for that of the lion." iJr. Shaw says "he olten heard

them groan as if ihey were in the greatest aiiOides;" and the

prophet Micah ;.lludes to their "groaning "—though he may be

no better authority than Job or Jeremiah. Certain it is, there

has been no "lion roaring" or "groaning" done since the birds
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have been in the garden. Perhaps they find themselves so well

settled in life they have notljing to "groan" about.

Uakhen —You tliiuk then that the ostrich has some feelings of

love and affection?

Gramp!/.—Yes. Here's an instance—In the Jardin des Plantes,

a few years ago, there were a pair of these birds—husband wife

—

living in connubial felicity. One day the skylight over tbeir

heads was accidentally broken and a triangular piece of glass was

instantly appropriated by the " lady-bird," who at the time seemed

to think it a sweet morsel. But her swallowing propensities

brought her to grief, for a few days after she died in great agony.

Upon dissection it was found that her death was caused by the

glass, and now comes the "test of affection." From the moment

the widower found himself such he had no rest. Bereft of his

mate he began to waste away. Day and night he seemed to be

expecting her return, and kept evei»on the lookout for her. The

keepers removed him to another quarter in hopes the change

would make him forget the loss, but in vain. His fruitless, una-

vailing yearning for his mate continued as long as he had strength

to keep it up. Constant unto death, he one day " laid him down

and died." But the ostrich can hate, it appears, as well as love.

Here is what is told of a pair in the Zoo, Regent's Park. The

incident occurred several years ago. One of them had swallowed

a gimlet, corkscrew, or something of the sort. It was never

known what, but whatever it was, there was such a difficulty in

" bolting" it that the poor bird never recovered the unnatural

" crick " or curve of the neck it then acquired. His lady mate,

regarding this, perhaps, as a sign of weakness on the part of her

husband, took a dislike to him, and from that time forth never

missed a chance of showing her contempt for him by teazing and

"worrittin" him in every possible way. To such an extent was

the poor fellow "ostrich-peckod," it was found necessary to sepa-

rate them, that he could have some peace and quiet.

Halchsn.—Is the family large, and has it any representative in

America?

Grampi/.—The ostrich is the leading type of a family remarka-

ble for the wide dipersion of its members. The ostrich proper

spreads over the whole of the burning district of the deserts of

Africa. The " Cassowary " pair, now in the garden, is its repre-

sentative among the luxuriant vegetation of the Indian Archi-

pelago. The " Dinorls," a monster of a bird now extinct—for-

merly towered among the giant ferns of New Zealand—where
the small Apteryx, a relative, now holds his place. Another rel-

ative, the " Emu," is confined to that wonderful " Fifth Conti-

nent," Australia, and the " Rhea," our American ostrich, flour-

ishes abundantly on the La Platte river. England, too, has its

representative in the Bustard, which was found until within a few

years upon the least unfrequented downs of that land, and where,

but for the shooting propensities of John Bull, it might be yet.

Halchen.—How came Pliny to say that no ostrich might, or

should be, classed among the beasts or quadrupeds ?

Grumpy.—Aristotle says the same, and as ridiculous as such

assertions seem, they are not without sotne excuse, according to

the knowledge of the limes. The ancient Greeks, Romans, and
nations of the Orient, all called the ostrich " camel-bird," on ac-

count of its long, powerful legs, unprovided with feathers, and

the divison of the feet into two toes, which are very similar to the

legs and divided hoof of the camel—nor does the resemblance

end here. You see those black protuberances on the breast and

rump ? They are called " callosities," and upon these the birds

lying down like the ei'mel, first bend the knees, then rest on the

a terior callosity, and finally the posterior one, and your camel-

bird is down. To this you will please add the bird's patience for

thirst, equaling the camel's, and its inhabiting the same districts,

and you cannot wonder that the ancients confounded the two to a

certain e.xtent.

Eiitchen.—Do you think it true that Heliogahalus— that miser-

able young sinner, for he died at the age of J 7, I think—had the

brains of six hundred ostriches served up at one of his grand

dinners'!

Grampy.—He is reported to have had, and he seems to have

been capable of any and every kind of extravagance and absurd-

ity. Nor could all the arts of his cooks save him from ennui, or

satisfy his passion for eating and drinking. Did he not for the

want of a new sensation give a grand dinner to the patricians of

Uome, and when the feast was at the highest did he not order

" open doors," and let in upon his guests a troupe of lions, tigers,

and bears more hungry and ferocious than are Mr. Nash's entire

carniverous family up yonder in the brick mansion.—But, hark I

" The bell tolls the hour for retiring,"

and unless we wish to be caged by Captain Thompson, we had

better
" Take our homeward way."

Ilakhen.—Yes—and

—

See the seals some other dav.

ExcljA^rJqEs.

jrdg^Advertisements under tliis head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

ribin? and olTering fi>r Kxehauiie only, win be allowed at 25 cents

r eiicb and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charj^ed.

E^*""T0 EXCHANGE FOR CASH'- Or "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"
• ''WANTED AN OFFER," etc. , etc., cunQot Under any circumstances be admitted
. the Exchan^f or Want column.
lEir"No Exchange or Want will beinsertedunlessaccompanied with 25 cents.

S. S. REYNOLDS, Carlinsville, 111., wants to exchange some Hou-
dan Ctiicks for Plymouth Kocks. \V. 0. B. Polands, or W. Cochins.

O, K. HA V, West Laurens, Oteego Co., N. Y., will exchHnge a thor-

ough bred Hull Dog Pup, eight weeks old, for anything that does not eat.

iStylisli Brown Leghorns (Bonne^^'s strain), or B. B. 11. Games, for a Buggy
Harness.

JONIAU BOKTON, Yardville, N. J., has to exchange two pairs

Ring Doves, one pair breeding, one pair young, and Pigeons, such as Fans,
Tumblers, and .lacubins, for a No 1 pair of Tuihits, red or blue winga pre-

ferred. Want mated birds. Speak quick.

C. B. LEWIS, Box 313, Ansonia, Conn., has Partridge Cochins, S. S.

Hamburgs, and G. S. Bantams, choice birds selected from hatch of '76. Will
exchange for Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, or offers.

ALBERT W, BESSEY, Box 54S, St. Catharines, Out., Canada,
will exchange a Mocking Bird worth .S40.0U for Fancy Pigeons, such as

Fantaila, Jacobins, Pouters, and Barbs. All communications answered.
Speak quick. Stock must be No. 1.

0, Pa,, will exchange White and Black
:s, for a good English, Bull Dog, or offers

W. CtlNMNGHAW, Mil

'iles, White Hackles, and B. B. Ga
a Fancy Pigeons.

^V. H. JEFFRIES, Irwin Station, Westmoreland Co., Pa., will

ext^hauge two pairs fine Black Jacobin Pigeons, for a No. 1 Creve Coeur Cock-
erel, April or May hatt-h. The same for a Bearded Silver Polish Cockerel.

B. M. HOWELL, 81 S. Eu
an Electro- Plating Baitery (Soiee, u

Nickel, Silver, and Gold Plate, fur a t

w St., Baltimore, Md., will exchange
ker), with a Book of Instruction to
> of Buff or Partridge Cochins.

K. G. FLANDERS & CO., Manchester, N. H., have to exchange
one six barreled Whitney Kevolver, nickel plated and all iu good repair, for

Brown Leghorns or offers.

G. A, S,, Box 700, Worcester, Mass., will exchange Frank Leslie's Illus-

trated Paper, bound, printed during the war of the rebellion, lor Fancy Pig-

eons, Poultry, or offers.

BOX 474, Orange, N. J., has to exchange a good Gold Watch, Dark
Brahmas and Uoudans,for Milch Cow, Poland China Pigs, or Brown Leghorns.

W, H. BRArKETT, Boston, Mass., wants to exchange a choice

Silver Gray Buck, 14 weeks old, from his imported English prize winners, for

a Silver Gray Doe of equal age and quality, or will exchange Guinea Pigs, Lop-
eared, Dutch, or Himalayan Babbits or Fancy Pigeons, for Silver Gray Doe.

W. C. EATON, Newark, N. J., will exchange a Magic Lantern, 125
slides, (est §2(X).00) : also a Graves Incubator, for P. C, B. L., and Houdan
chicks. Fancy points no object.

CHAS. F. FRi.EOTAN, 1914 North Fifth St., Philadelphia, Pa.,

brf'eder of Swallows, rurbits,and Owls, will exchange some of the liuest Blue-

winged Turbits. Solid Ulack Turbits, Black-tail Turbita, and fine bred Owls,

for Ked Swallows or Blue Swallows. They must be perfect birds in every
way. Here is a chance lor anybody to get good Turbits for good Swallows.

JOHN D. WHITE, Cbicopee, Mass .will exchange one pair sohd
black ln.<ide Tumblers, first premium birds and warranted first class, for a
pair of Yellow Jacobins, or young Carriers of any color, but must be good.
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erels, of various struius, to exchange lor offun

G. J. BvVKI!:R« Postville, Trafalgar P. 0., Out., will exchange any of
th« following thoroughbred stock—Ootswold Lambs, Berkshire Pigs, Black
Cochins. Cnnch Slut, in pup. Black and Tun Dog Pup, and Hunting Kifle—for

Jersey Heifer, in calf, or Bull Calf.

W. F, MUCHMOKE. Basking Ridge, N. J., will exchange oc

Partridge Cochins (Williams' strain), one trio Ijt. Brahuias, four hen C
birdn, one Setter bitch pup, 3 mouths old, noted strain and pedign
American Kennel and Sporting Field Books, and offers.

GEO. M. WOINSONj East Gloucester, Mass., has two pairs of Pea-

cocks, one pair three years old, full plumaged, twenty-seven tirst-class Ayles-

bury Ducks and four Drakes—the ducks are laying finely—to exchange for

Poland China Pigs, Uamburgs in varieties, Bantams in varieties, Lop-E<tred or
Angora Rabbics, or offers.

€HAS. O, ITIFIXEI^L, Milton, Pa., will exchange one trio B. h.

Hens, five Dark B. Hens and two Cocks, four Partridge Cochin Hens and one
Cock, one pair Canaries and Cage, one Ground Hog, one pair Black Barbs, old

birds, one Air Gun, one pair Bouen and one pair Pekin, 1 Drake and four
Hens Aylesbury Ducks, for old mated Fancy Pigeons, or offers.

M. V \N CCJIdN, Delaware City, Delaware, has to exchange two pairs

white Carriers, two pairs Pouters, one pwir Barbs (cock red, hen dun), one
pair \Vhire Crested Fans, one pair Bbu-k Balds, two pairs Tumblers, ore rel

Carrier Hen, one white Carrier Men, one Black Bald Hen, one White Fan Hen
(crested), one Yellow Barb Hen, eleven Brown Leghorn Cockerels, one White
Leghorn Cock and six Hens, five White Lefc,horn t'ockerels nnd six Pullets, one
trio G. S Hamburgs, Cocker Spaniel Bitch, Setter Puppies, from imported
parents, for Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, Works on the Horse, or Dog,
or Natural History, Brown Leghorn hens or pullets, tools of any kind, poul-
try, or pigeons, or offers. Send nlong your postal cards.

Book Exchange.
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and

offei'ing ONE Book for Sale, Exc/tange, or Wanted, will be allowed at 10 cents

for each and every insertion.

AUDURON WANTED—Jos. M. Wade, Uockville, Conn., wants a
copy of the above Work State condition and lowest cash price.

BOOKS TO SPARS.
1. ITandel's Israel in Egypt Novello's.

2. Haydn's Creation *'

3. Mendelsohn's Klijah "
4. Mendelsohn's St. Paul Ditson's.

5. Handel's Mfssi ih "
6. Life and Writings of Charles Dickens, by Phebe A. Hanaford.
7. P-regrine Pickle Geo. Koutledge & Sons.

8. The Works of T. Smollet Lee & Shepard.
9. The Portrait : a Romance of the Cuyahoga Valley. By A. G Riddle.

10. The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by W. H. Holcombe, M. D.
11. Our Own Birds, bv Wm. L. Bailev.

12. The Romance of llistorv : England. By H Necle.

13. CyclopEedia of the Best Thoughts of C. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaine.

BOOKS WANTED.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant^s Poems.
3. Drjike's Biographical Dictionary.

4. White's Natural History of Selbourne.
5. Walton's Complete Angler.
6. Poems by •' H. H."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
9. Vols. I. and IL, Scribner's Monthly.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, and many other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books.

Write to WM. GAKDNER BAKTON, Salem, Mass.

W^^fJjED.
READ IKSTROOTIONS AT THR HEAD OP EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

"W. D. HUITIPHREV, JR., Tarrytown, Westchester Co., N.Y..
married man ( Amerii'an). wants a. situation to take care of poultry on a hirge

or small scale {wife willing to help if needed). Has had five years experience.

Can milk, and is willing to make himself useful for reasonable Wdges. Steady
employment required.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BEAHMAS

IMPORTED BLACK HAMBURGS.,
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGCiS AND CHICKS FOR SALiE.

Write for Circular.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segarij, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciera' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

JERSEY, AMERSEY, MB GDERHSEY W.
now TO

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Froflt,

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.

Address FANCIERS' .lOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D Brahmns, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, "1'^ second, and two special premiums; stock from
Fetch, Williams, Hersteins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs. .*3.00 per 13.

H. PARHAM, Lima, O.

MOORE'S

Now Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

30 c QtS.

60 cents.

PREPAID BY MAIL.

liARGE: DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS
Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

xioas/tiasTGr z^xc3-z:o»r.

By W. B. Tcgetmeier.
PKICE, 75 CENTS, FISEE BY ITIAIIi.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

THE JOUKNAIi can be had at any news stand. Or at Schock'f
Cigar and Stationery Stoie, Tenth and Callowhill Streets, Philadelphia.

Price, 10 cents Bingle copy.

RABBIT BOOK. FOR THE ItlANY.
Containing tlie HISTORY OF THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

De.*criptiops with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

directions for their seleciion. breeding, and management; the treatment of
their diseases, and the conatrucfifn of their dwellings. Sent post paid on
receipt of 3U cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

WRIGHT'S PRACTICAL POULTRY KEEPER.

THE BEST BOOK ON THIS SUBJECT FOR THE MONEY EVER f
PUBLISHED. I ^

Price, $2.00, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

WM. E. nOWEll,
SHOE.MAKERTOWN, PA.

^ LIGHT ERAHIIIAS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

\ I
^ I am prepared to ship Eggs from

- ' ^\^ best stock, carefully boxed, to

Hatch.
See D B- adversement else-

where.
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GOD KNOWS ALL THE REST.

"Now I lay," repeat it davlinp:-:-

" Lay me," lispe'd the tiny lips

Of my dausrhter, kneelinf;, bending.

O'er her folded finger tips.

" Down to sleep "—" to sleep." she murmured
;

And the curly head bent low

;

"I pray the Lord"—I cently added,

You can say it all, I know.

" Pray the Lord"— the sound came faint,

Fainter still
—" My soul to keep,"

Then the tired head fairly nodded,

And the child was fast asleep.

But tlie dewy eyes half opened.

When I clasped her to my breast,

And the dear voice softly whispered,

"Mamma, God knows all the rest."

— A."^. Live Slock Record.

REMINISCENCES OP AUDUBON.
(by a gkanddaugmtek.)

Among the most vivid of my childhood's memories, stand out

the face and tigure of my grandfather ; a tall old man, with snow-

white hair and feeble step, wandering gently and quickly aiiout

the home he had made for himself on the banks of the Hudson.

Ills travels were ended, his great work completed, and the soul

which had quailed at no difficulty and paused at no obstacle had,

if I may so express it, entered the Border Land ; not quite yet

could it leave its earthly tenement, and the old man was as a child.

But in such love and veneration was he held by all who knew him,

that these few years, as I recall them, seem to have been a resting-

place between the busy, active life, and the Hereafter. Had I been

older, I should have felt, as his sons did most keenly, the change

between the enthusiastic naturalist and the quiet, waiting dreamei"

but, child as 1 was, no grief attached itself to my memory of him,

excepting the regret that I did not know him longer and better.

"What I here relate, however, is additional to what has been al-

ready stated in his Biography, and the general interest that has been

taken in the subject has prompted me to write down these recol-

lections. To us, his grandchildren, his life was and always will

be a wonderful story ; and though much has been wriitcn of him
in his Biography and elsewhere, there are still some anecdotes

wliieh are not generally known.

Many a happy hour have I passed, listening to incidents of his

daring, his patience and endurance,—his quick, nervous nature

causing strange contradictions in his character. One can hardly

believe that the man who for three weeks spent every day, and all

day long, lying on his back watching two little birds build their

nest, could be the same who would become so discour.tged some-

times, and so impatient, when the effects he desired could not be

produced, that he would throw canvas, easel, paints and brushes

from him, and rush from the house, to find consolation in his

beloved woods. On his return he would find his implements

collected together and arranged, and would resume work as if no

outburst of temper had interrupted him.

His enthusiam was sometimes intense ; he would rise before day-

light and walk about, eagerly waiting for the dawn that he might

begin his )vork, and once at work would steadily and earnestly

continue to paint all day. Sunset found him at his picture full

of vigor and energy, hut with no interest in anything else. He
would retire almost immediately in order to rise early on the follow-

ing morning, and would pursue this course for days till the

fever left him, when he would lay his brushes aside, and roam

through woods and fields, his keen, clear preceptions giving him

far deeper insight into the heart of Nature than is granted to the

world in general.

At no time did ho lose sight of his work, and he carried it with

him wherever he went ; if not in the tangible form of paints and

Jinishes, it appeared in his earnest questions addressed to those

he might be with, or in the quick glances of those eagle eyes

which were such a noticeable feature of his handsome face. Ani-

mals of various kinds, many of them far from attractive, were at

one time oranother inmates of his house. I remember my mother

telling nie that one of her first experiences witli my grandfather,

was being called up one night in common with the rest of the

household to catch a number of white mice, which had escaped

fiom their cage ; and very amusing was her account of the pursuit

and final capture of the runaways, the excited owner leading the

chase, under tables and chairs, into corners and behind curtains,

eventually securing them all, though notwithout a brave resistance

on the part of the mice, wliose sharp teeth left painful records on

the fingers of their captors.

I sometimes think his enthusiasm mu.st I'.ave absorbed his sense

of smell, for, while he and my father were engaged on the picture

of the American polecat, that animal to the view of which, above

ill! others, "distance lends enchantment," and which they had

made a resident of their "painting-room," in common with other

fourfooted associates, my mother and aunt were compelled to leave

the house for a more congenial atmosphere. At another time, the

remains of a California buzzard, in the last stages of decomposition,

lay for days on our piazza, and I never look at that picture with-

out an involuntary shudder at the memory of its skinny head and

neck, and general unpleasantness of appearance and smell.

Whenever it was possible, the drawings were made from living spec-

imens ; bears, wolves, foxes, deer, moose, elk, and many smaller

quadrupeds as well as birds, formed part of the establishment,

though most of them were kept about a quarter of a mile from the

house, and sketched as they moved about their enclosures, untram-

meled by chain or rope. Though kindly treated, these animals rare-

ly became tame, and we children always inspected them from a safe

distance with the greatest interest, and we one and all looked

down on the child visitors we had from time to time, and to whom
these animals were new and wonderful, with a scorn which the

overpowering conceit of childhood alone could have engendered.

Those animals which, from any cause, could not be secured or

kept alive, were painted as soon after death as possible, before the
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muscles had relaxed, or tlic coloring lost tl.e glo*s and brilliancy of

life, and the most careful study was given to the motions and at-

titudes of both bird and beast while in their native home, in order

that the <Ielineation might in every case he as perfect as genius

and industry could make it. Not only were the drawings ac-

curate in action, but in size; the smallest bird was carefully

measured, and I have memoranda in which are noted the length

of bill and tongue, of tiny claw and bead like eye. The figures

of birds or animals were very frequently painted with no back-

ground whatever, my grandfather merely grouping them, and

passing them over to his eldest son, Victor, who supplied the

deficiency.

Again, the landscape was sketched round a mere outline, and

the animal painted in afterwards, being copied by father or sons,

as the case might be, from the original drawings, which were often

made on paper; in the case of the birds, all the original drawings

were on this perishable material. The reason for using pajier was

that most of the drawings were made in the woods^ or on the

prairie, or by the sea-side, or wherever the bird was found, and

the light weight of paper in comparison to that of canvas recom-

mended it for drawing purposes, while the studio was an ever-

changing one. On more than one occasion, personal risk and in-

convenience were accepted, rather than the chance of the treasured

drawings being injured. A curious thing about these sketches is the

harmony with which different materials arc used. It is common
to find oils, water-colors, India ink, lead-pencil, and crayons, all

employed on the same bird ; the artist's aim was to represent nature

truthfully, and any thing that helped him to fulfill this aim was

instantly employed.

The entire collection of the original drawings of the birds have

been mounted, and are now in the possession of the New York

Historical Society. At the time of piirch ising, the Society pur-

posed building a room for the especial exhibition of these drawings;

hut I am told they have not yet carried out this design, and the

public is therefore unable to enjoy them, as the delicacy of the

work would be ruined by careles-i or frequent handling.

In appearance Audubon was a man of wonderful beauty, added

to which he had most attractive manners. In his conversation

with those with whom he was intimate he always used the "thee"

and "tliou," acquired in his education among the French ; and,

though of American birth, and so proud of his democratic na-

tionality that he never, even when in Europe, used his family crest,

I find in his letters and memoranda many words wholly French,

and others where the etymology of that language is preserved.

To he Continued.

THE BOTTOM OP THE SEA.
Professor Huxley, at a dinner in Edinburg, to the Challenger

expedition party, July 7, said :

I very much doubt if any nation whatever is able to show so

admirable an example of the equipment of a ship for the purposes

for which it was destined as the British admiralty produced in the

equipment of her Mnjesty's ship Challenger, and I may be per-

mitted to say that I speak to a certain extent as a connoisseur,

having served on board her Majesty's ships of very different

capacity a great many years ago. [Applause] Well, now, what
was it that the Challenger was sent to do? She was sent to ob-

tain for us that more precise and accurate information of the

physical characteristics of the sea and of the animal life in it

which was absolutely requisite for the progress of science. For
that purpose she was ordered to traverse the Atlantic twice, to

proceed by the way of the Cape of Good Hope, to make a dive

into the antarctic regions among the snow and ice of those locali-

ties,- then to go north again by the way of Australia to thread

}}er way among the coral reefs upon the eastern coast of Australia;

to pass through Torres Straits, to reach the coast of China, then

strike across the Pacific and find her w.iy home again by way of

Cape Horn; and throughout the whole of that track, amounting
by the course she followed to some 70,000 miles, it was her duty

at regular intervals to ascertain the exact depth of the sea, the

distribution of the temperature in the sea, the nature of the crea-

tures which live on the surface, the nature of the debris found at

the bottom, and thus to lay something like a solid foundation for

our speculation upon the physical geography of the sea. It was

a very considerable task ; it was a ta.'-k which would have been

absolutely chimerical thirty years ago, but it was a task which had

been rendered possible, and which has heen actually performed in

the most satisfactory manner. [Applause.] The Challenger has

brought home, I am informed, the rei ords of such operations per-

formed at between .300 and 400 stations; that is to say, at 300 or

400 points along that 70,000 miles, we know exactly the depth of

the sea, the gradations of temperature, the distribution of super-

ficial life, and the nature of what constitutes the sea bottom ; and

such a foundation as that for all future thought upon the physical

geography of the sea up to this moment not only had not existed,

but had not even been dreamed of. Some of the discoveries

which have heen made by the Challenger are undoubtedly such aa

to make iis all form new ideas of the operation of natural causes

in the sea. Take, for example, the very remarkable fact that at

great depths the temperature of the .sea always sinks down ])retty

much to that of freezing fresh water. This is a very strange fact

in itself—a fact which certainly could not have been anticipated

a priori. Take, again, the marvellous discovery that over large

areas of the sea the bottom is covered with a kind of chalk, a sub-

stance made up entirely of the shells of minute creatures—a sort

of geological shoddy made of the cast-off clothes of these animals.

[Laughter.] The fact had been known for a long time, and we
were greatly puzzled to know how those things got to be there.

But the res arches of the Challenger have proved beyond question,

as far as I can see, that the remains in question are the shells of

organisms which live at the surface, and not at the bottom, and

that this deposit, which is of the same nature as the ancient chalk,

differing in some minor respects, hut essentially the same, is abso-

lutely formed by a rain of skeletons. 'J'hese creatures all live

within 100 fathoms of the surface; and being sulijoct to the fate

of all living things, they sooner or later die, and when they die

their skeletons are rained down in one continual shower, tailing

through a mile or couple of miles of sea water. How long they

take about it imagination fails one in supposing, but at last they get

to the bottom, and there, piled up, they form a great stratum of a

substance which, if upheaved, would be exectly like chalk. Here

we have a possilile mode of construction of the rocks which com-

pose the earth of which we had previously no conception. But

this is by no means the most wonderful thing. When they got to

the depths of 3,000 and 4,000 fathoms, and to 4,400 fathoms, or

about five miles, which was the greatest depth at which the Chal-

lenger fished anything from the bottom—and I think a very cred-

itable depth, too—they found that, while the surface of the water

might be full of those calcareous organisms, the bottom was not.

There they found that red clay so pathetically alluded to by my
friend on the right as the material to which, when glory called

him, he might be reduced. [Laughter.] This red clay is a great

puzzle—a great mystery—how it comes there, what it aiises from,

whether it is, as the director has suggested, the ash of Ibraminifera;

;

whether it is decomposed pumice stone vomited out by volcanoes

and scattered over the surface, or whether, lastly, it has some-

thing to do with that meteoric dust which is being continually

rained upon us from the spaces of the universe. Which of these

causes may be at the bottom of the phenomenon it is very hard to

say ; it is one of those points on which we shall have information

by and by.

The fast mail train—The one which has stuck iu a snow bank.
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PodLTF^Y D'^P^f^TF'ENT

(For Fanciers' Jcurnal.)

HAMBUKGS.
How my heart swells with joy and pride ns I <;nze upon my

beautiful Hamburgs, skipping over the ground through the fields,

after the wayward grasshoiipcr, or singing right merrily as they

direct their steps to the laying shed, whence they soon issue, and

tlie "cut, cut, cut, cutrfrircut! indicates that they have left their

compliments in the nest, in the shape of a fresh egg so agreeable

to the palate, especially when "dropped" on toa^t, and so much

of an invigorator for these canine days. Just now your great

bean-pole, clumsy louts of Brahtnas, arc shedding tlieir thick

coat and lazying around inactive, or have been attempting to

h;itch a brick for the last month, while my Ilamliurgs arc n/so

moulting, but still continue to lay eggs dai/i/. When confined

during moult, cgcs will be scarce
;
give thcni ratiije and you will

have no reason to regret the change.

The Gold and Silver Spangled are my favorites. I have had

the others, but not being quite so hardy with me, I selected the

SpangU"*, and have bred them several years. Now one man will

say: " Hamburgs are very good in tlicir way, but / want somc-

thiug to eat, and it will take several Hamburgs to make a meal

for a family." I admit they are small, but their flesh is f/'od

(precious packages in small bundles), but I don't keep them for

flesh or early market, hut eggs, and have yet to see any other vari-

eti/ surpass them in this respect. Every little while some one

" rushes into print" with an account of the egg producing quali-

ties of his fowls, and concludes they have " beaten everything,"

and cries, " who next V while the novice just starting, not un-

derstanding the " tricks of the trade," thinks that must he a

splendid variety, and forthwith launches into the fancy, ere long

to learu that things are not as they seem, and as hi rubs his eyes

and looks around, he soon ascertains that he is a " green un."

Another man will inform you that he kept Hamburgs for a while,

but in the winter they were all the while " sneezing," and had

swelled heads, &c., and upon calling in Mr. Smith, he told him

it was tlie roup, and prescribed as foUov/s :
—" Give them cod-liver

oil every night, wash their feet with snow water diluted with alco-

hol, and give a pill every morning, composed as follows : a little

sulphur, a little chalk, a little blue vitriol, carefully mixed with

kerosene oil." He did so, and lost his whole flock. I will for-

give him, he'll know better by and by.

If Hamburgs are bred in and in to any great extent, you will

have a poor looking flock ; fresh blood is necessary to healih and
constitution in any strain or breed, and it shows itself perhaps

sooner with Hamburgs than some other hardy breeds. I have

kept mine with good success in a small house, with a hole for ven-

tdation open throughout the entire winter (cold and severe at

that), and had no unhealthiness among them, and received plenty

of fresh eggs all winter.

Give them a hot or ivarm breakfast with a little cayenne pepper

mixed therein, every day (in winter), and corn at night, and al-

mii/s fresh water where they can reach it. This, with a good

ventilation at the top and sprinkling of ashes or sand under the

roost occasionally, will insure you healihiness in this valuable

breed, and the manner in which they will repay your little trouble

will convince you that they "fill the bill," so far as eggs are

concerned.

My neighbor will tell me that his Leghorns are larger, and it

is his ojiinion will lay more eggs than mine, to which I respond

:

In this latitude how much did you pay out for fuel last winter,

to protect your Leghorn combs from " Jack Frost " ? Any one

knows, who has kcpi Legborns, thit with a frozen comb they are

not disposed to "shell out" till said comb is healed or warmer
weather arrives.

It is very well for some folks to have very pcsitivc opinions of

their own, which they generally do, and will endeavor to convince

you that their particular kind is better than any other, but wait

till their particular kind is as thick about them as "hairs on a

hog's back," and you will find them after a new breed which
" beats everything," and thus their tune is changed and a new

field of operations opened.

In conclusion, I will say, when yon want the beautiful and the

useful combined, nut for market, bnt general household purposes,

can you show me the superior of the Hamburgs? I am open to

argument, if that can convince me, that the fowls are few and

far between that can surpass these " everlasting layers."

Qlilibet.
•--•

MANAGEMENT OF CHICKENS—No. 2.

All the while the present hot weather lasts the chickens cannot

have too much shade, and their food cannot be too fresh and sweet.

Shade is important for all breeds. Cochins, and Dorkings, and

Hamburgs are all the better for shade. With while varieties to

keep them white it is essential. Those who only have bare and

enclosed runs will keep them cool and fresh by watering them

every two or three nights. It is quite surprising to find how the

chickens are benefited by that practice.

We again urge that the yards should now be thinned, and all

the inferior specimens removed to make room for the others.

Cochins with scanty leg-feathering, or Cochins with heavy hocks

and inside leg-feathering, can never be of much use. Hamburgs
with white legs, Houdans and Dorkings with bad claws, single-

combed, and clean-legged Silkies, and all birds with such serious

imperfections can never be up to the mark, and should be at once

done away with. We are quite posiiive that many, too many
inferior and perfectly useless birds are annually allowed to live,

and then perhaps sold for 3s. or 4s. each, and in their turn used

by inexperienced purchasers as breeding stock, and hence come
the swarms of perfect rubbish which we find advertised in cheap

advertisements. These birds will, we fear, in time, h«lf ruin the

fancy ; and we often think the selling cla-ses are in another way
equally as unprofitable and damaging, for to every good bird sold

in a sale class we should think we may safely reckon there are ten

bad ones. Weed-out, we say thi n, now the wasters—roast them,

boil them, pie them, only get rid of them, and we dare say—we
feel certain—the remainder will be doubly as -valuable as if all

had been allowed to live.

It is important now, too, to see to the roosting places of the

chickens, for many will soon be changing their feathers, and

overcrowding or bad housing may spoil the new plumage. Those

which are allowed still to sleep in their coops—and we fully ap-

prove of the plan—should be carefully watched, for often a dozen

or two will try and crowd into a coop which can only hold half

the number. We like our chickens to sleep in these coojis, when
there is no fear of dogs or foxes disturbing them, as long as possi-

ble, for by moving these small tenements every day to a fresh

place the ground is well manured, and the chickens are always in
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clean feather. Of course, only those who have a field or some

such run can do this ; but those who have the ordinary fixed

houses merely for the chickens to roost in must keep such very

clean, for just at this time many birds in one building, especially

where any matter is allowed to remain and decompose, will fill

the place with injurious and bad air. Boards under the perches

Avhich can be scraped every morning some use. but we like our-

selves nothing so well as a bed of clean dust and sand, for it is

so easily raked over with a finely-toothed rake, and the dust acts

as a powerful deodorizer and removes every particle of smell.

Some mix lime dust with this sand or road grit, but we do not

approve of this where the birds can have access to the houses in

the daytime, for they will often dust in it, and we are sure the

lime injures the feathers and spoils some of the bloom and gloss.

Many who have a small plot of garden for flowers or vcgeta

bles, and also go in for chickens in quite an amateur way, are

afraid of letting their brood loose in the garden, for a lettuce bed

or young turnips or beet-roots would soon cease to exist under the

mothers' claws and the chickens' mouths. We should recommend
them to have a few yards of galvanized wire, and bend it loosely

round the rliubarb bed, or when the strawberries are over round

the plants there, or the artichokes and seakale, for they will now
do no harm there ; and we have seen a young brood of three or

four weeks old thrive in a surprising manner when so wired in,

for they obtain shade, and the loose straws and refuse which are

generally found on such beds afford a capital opportunity fo

scratching, and plenty of wood-lice and flies and insects are being

repeatedly turned up.

All will probably have by now, cockerels and pullets large

enough to separate. If only two runs can be spared for this pur-

pose let the birds be ch.inged in them frequently. The cockerels

can have one run for a fortnight, and then the pullets can go there

and the cockerels come to the " ladies' enclosure." The greater

distance these runs are apart the better. We do not care for them
being side by side and only divided by wire fencing. When, how-
ever, this cannot be remedied, let there be close hurdles or wattle

fencing for about three feet high, such as we described in the

"Basse-Cour" of Mr. T. C. Bnrnell of Micheldever, for we do

not desire the birds seeing each otiier through the wire.

The larger birds will not now want feeding so frequently.

Birds four and five months old can well do now with three meals

a day, and three months old birds well with four. We again

recommend at this period of their growth an abundance of vege-

table food and not too much water. Bone dust some use very

much, and we were much surprised to hear this last week from

one or two celebrated fanciers how extensively they use it. We
have never tried it ourselves, and yet we have sent to the exhibi-

tion pen a goodly number of winning chickens; but those who do
care to try it, or who are in the habit of doing so, must see they

get a useful sam])le, for we have seen some sent out which was
simply perfect rubbish, and which would do about as much good
as sawdust. Bones from the house, or. where the establishment

is not large enough to supply any quantity, from the butcher,

smashed up and crushed on a wooden block by a heavy hammer,
would prove of value we can well imagine ; and that is the sort of

bone-food used of course, in moderation and with judgment,
which we should recommend and feel inclined to use ourselves.

—

—W. in Journal of Horticulture.

There is a vast difference in the flavor of eggs. Hens fed on
clean, sound grain, and kept on a clean grass run, give much
finer flavored eggs than hens that have access to stable and ma
nure heaps, and eat all kinds of filthy food. Hens feeding on fish

and onions flavor their eggs accordingly, the same as cows eating

onions or cabbage, or drinking ofl'cnsivc water, impart a bad (aste

to milk and butter.

(For Fanciers' Jouroal.)

SCHONNY SCHPROAGLE AT THE SENDENNIAL.
VlLI.TTEI.FY.

Meister Vade : I bin ferry mooch indcrcsdet in a grade infen-

shun vich I see in de Sendennial Exbosition. Id is a badent

schicken hadching ingubador abbaradus. I know yu veel inder-

esdct in dot soobject. Id is a grandl infenshun. Efery house in

de landt petter hafe von ov dis maseheens ride avay. Iv yu make
soom arrangemends mid dis infendor und offer dis mascheen vor a

bremium mid de Schournall id knogs de gronio pisiness all do

beees, und yu hafe dogcd a schdeam lidening Bullog Bress ride

avay. I vondcr dis grade infenshun is nod disgoferetpefore. Yu
oldt schicken bouldry vanciers musd pe asleeb, pecause yu don'd

vint dis oud pefore. I dell yu how id is : Yu make a pox oud ov

bine poards, mid glass vintow skylidcs on dop, und soom bine

schafings insitc, und a goal oil lampb schdicking ub oud ov a hole

in de pottom, und yu yust pud soom eggs on de schafings und

lide the lampb und yu soon hafe soom schpring schickens all de

year roundt. I dell yu id is grandt ; id safes a goot teal ov vcar

und dare mid de oldt hens. Ven yu see id yu pe imbressetmid de

simblisidy ov dis snplime infcnshuu. Dis mascheen geds a goldt

metal, I bed yu. Efery man can pe a schicken preeder now, iv

he hafe a goal oil lampb. I bed yu de breachers regomendt id.

Id makes schickens blenty ven gonference meeds. Dod's hardt

dimes on bouldry. I dink id also creades a dcmandt vor goal oil

und gifes de oil pusiness a new imbed us. I dink I puy me soom

oil sdocks ride avaj'. I hobe yu see dis infenshun. Yu vindt id

yust in vront ov te aqwariums in de Agriguldural puilting.

Eferybody petter see.

Yours drooly, Sciionny Schpkoagle.

A FEW JOTTINGS.

BY SPANGLE.

Editor Fancier's Journal :

The late hot weather has prevented me from attempting to

write much for the poultry papers. I am glad to note the con-

stant progress of the Journal, which comes to my table every

week, and I observe that you keep up its periodical interest,

through its entertaining contents, and the efforts of your many
talented correspondents.

The Herron vs. Warren quarrel (about a very sm.all matter,

from the start,) has now got so muddled that it is hard for a dis-

interested man to say who (if either) was very blameable. I

don't think this sort of personal discussion helps either side—with

the public. Al. Warren is pretty well known, and favorably

esteemed. He has bred and sold many fine game birds, and is

called an honorable business man. We all make mistakes, occa-

sionally. Mr. Ilerron seems to hare been aggrieved—but would

it not have been better for both men to have settled their "little

difference " without flying into print with it 1 / think so—though

I may be mistaken in my judgment.

S. J. Bestor, of Hartford, Conn., adverti.ses his splendid collec-

tion of high-bred crested white Calcutta Fan-tail Pigeons, I see,

in your last number. Here is a good chance for some enterprising

pigeon-fancier. If the purchaser of this magnificent stock can

breed them as nicely as Mr. Bestor has for a dozen or fifteen years

past, "there is money in it," as Mr. B. suggests. I have seen

his stock, personally, and I am sure I express the opinion of all

the numerous patrons and visitors of this enthusiastic fancier's

est.ablibhment, that no such collection of White Fantails has ever

been kept, or bred, on this side of the Atlantic. Five hundred

dollars for 110 such breeding birds of this choice variety as Mr.

Bestor can show, to-day, is a bargain, indeed, for any one who is

in this line. And I hope as good a man, as careful a fancier and

cultivator of pet stock as the present owner has been, will for-
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tunntely become the possessor of this magnificent clean-bred col-

lection.

Your "Young Breeder" is a very good " reporter." But he

ought not to assail my friend Dr. Dickie—who has "Plymouth

Rock " on the brain, and can't help it. Besides writing so largely

on this topic, the Doctor has "gone for" the Chicken Cholera

business, rather earnestly, of late. I hope he may (not) catch it.

When that 7,000 pp. work on the Rocks is publiihed, please

secure me an early copy—which I trust I may lire long enough

to read through. The realization of this hope will surely guar-

antee me "a green old age !"

AI. Warren says he "wants to be an angel." I suppose there

is no objection to this laudable desire on his part, though I judge

that Mr. Herron would hardly help to vote him into that cate-

gory, if he has any choice in the matter. But when H. applies

such offensive terms ae " scallawag," "thief," etc., (even by in-

uendo) to such a man as we all know W. is—for one I must say

it is in very bad taste, and altogetlier impolite, as well as untruth-

ful. Why do you mar the otherwise fair pages of the Journal

with this sort of objectionable controversy?

"HcON"is always a pleasant contributor. His articles are

valuable, and very interesting. And if " Spangle " can make
himself equally entertaining, as soon as the heated term lets up,

he will occasionally send you a " screed."

BOOTED BANTAMS.
BY REGINALD S. S. WOODGATE.

We have seen at exhibitions and other places White, Black,

and Mottled Booted Bantams, but we have never seen any of the

two latter colors to equal good specimens of the White variety.

They are a very old-fashioned breed, and specimens are often to

be found in out-of-the-way villages, where the stock has been

allowed to degenerate until it has lost many of its chief charac-

teristics, but still unmistakeable proofs of the real Booted Ban-
tam remain. It is the Mottled or Speckled variety which is gene-

rally so found, and we often fancy that many of them may have
been the result of a cross with a White or some other Bantam,
for the leg-feathering is generally the last thing to breed out, and
so has remained to stamp the descendants with boots and leg-

feathering. We are quite aware that the Speckled variety has
been imported with very tolerably good show points, as have the

Whites, but we think they are really very old English customers,

snd were the British Bantam long before Sebrights, or Game, or

Black Rose-combed Bantams were known. When classes are
given for them they generally muster very fairly well ; and with
a little more trouble to circulate the schedules which contain such
classes among the fanciers and admirers of the breed, we think
many more entries would be found, for as a rule they are more to

be looked for as lawn pets in country homes than in the exhibit-

ors' pens. It is but sorry work to enter them in a Bantam class
at a general exhibition, for Pekins or Sebrights, Often just because
they are Pekins or Sebrights, irrespective of merits, sweep away
everything. We often really wonder Bantam exhibitors do not
protest against those ever-winning Sebrights always taking the
prizes. It does not matter whose they are, or where they come
from, or if there is only one pen in the class, but a commonly
decent pair will walk off with first prize or cup ; and let a pair of
Booteds be absolutely perfect they generally find one of those
" highly commended " cards at most as their reward. We could
name one judge in Lancashire who is kindest with them, and acts
the most fairly of all judges we know towards them, while we
can name a southern one who confesses he has no partiality for
the breed.

They certainly make most amusing pets and look extremely
pretty on lawns, and from the immense amount of leg-feathering

they rarely do much injury in the garden. They have interesting

little ways, and can be taught easily to jump up to the windows
to be fed, consequently they make great pets for children ; and we
know of two or three little nursery establishments whose live

stock are Booted Bantams, for they soon get so tame and feed

from the children's hands.

For exhibition the Whites should be as pure in color as possible,

and the Blacks as deep in color and glossy in plumage as can be

obtained, both of which latter points are difficult to get, for the

Blacks are in the habit frequently of coming quite rusty colored.

The markings of the Speckled or Mottled are a matter of taste,

^^
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Booted Bant.^ms.

as much as they are in the Houdan. We have seen them with a
deep chocolate ground and white spangles, which made a pretty

contrast. They should have upright single combs in our opinion;

and though sometimes we come across the double combs, still we
think by them the breed loses much of its character, and often

are inclined to think they result from a cross at some time or

other with a Rose-combed White, for we can find no record of the

old English Booted Bantam being rose-combed, though we hear

from many places, especially in the east of England, of a single-

combed variety having existed there for very many years. They
should be as small as possible ; but we are afraid there is a ten-

dency to breeding them too large. We have tried in-and-in breed-

ing, and find we get them no smaller—in fact, if anything, rather

larger. They should be compact in shape, and not squirrel-

tailed, which generally shows a cross with the Japanese for the

sake of the comb in the first instance. We conclude they should

be heavily leg-feathered and booted, and have long hocks touching

the ground. We like them short on the leg, but not too short as

to look like Dumpies. The White variety requires to be shown
very clean and pure in color for any hope of success. In mating
them for breeding, choose the best-colored specimens and heaviest

feathered. If not wanted for the chicken shows we should re-

commend the chickens being hatched in June, as more likely to

keep them small. The older a bird gets the heavier does the leg

and foot feathering come, and so we generally prefer not to ex-

hibit them until after their first moult. The White cocks are

much inclined to turn yellow from the sun, as all white poultry

do ; but if kept in the shade they will, if of a good strain, remain
white through the whole summer.

The chickens are hardy, but being so very small when hatched

require a gentle mother. They make good sitters and nurses

themselves, but their long hocks and feet-feathering make them
liable to roll the eggs from their nests when leaving them to feed.

The chickens are hatched as white as the driven snow, and afford
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a peculiar contrast to Silkies, which so often hatch a deep buff and

feather so very white. The eggs range in color from pale buff to

a delicate cream color/and often are quite white. They are cer-

tainly large for the size of the birds.

Booted Bantams seem to^bear confinement well, and a few feet

of smooth lawn would be much better for them than a larger and

rotigher run, for on long grass or rough soil they very frequently

break off the long feet-feathers, and wear their hocks down by the

friction. For town Bantams, where something quaint is appreci-

ated, we strongly recommend Black Booted if they can be pro-

cured good, and there is no reason then why the amateur with the

smallest back garden in the smokiest town should not come to

the front in the exhibition ranks. The Whites would answer the

purpose equally as well, but they would require washing for ex-

hibition ; and although it is the simplest thing possible to wash a

bird, many will not believe it, and if they did would not care for

the trouble, which is certainly considerable. Wo may state for

the benefit of those who read this Journal, and yet do not see the

Crystal Palace schedule, that that Society gives a class for the

White Booted variety.

—

Journal of Horticulture.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

RAMBLES IN LITCHFIELD COUNTY, CONN.

Those who love to see nature in all her primeval grandeur, with

here and there a touch of man's modern improvement, and to in-

hale the bracing air of the mountains, will find the undulating

regions of this county adapted to their wants, peculiarly so at this

season of the year, and alongour route we found that these advan-

tages were largely appreciated by summer sojourners from the

cities and metropolis.

The trip from Watertown to Seymour, and the confines of New
Haven county, extending over twenty miles, is a rough and rugged

path, but not particularly beset with danger, when traveling with

the native horses (although accidents have occurred).

The squirrel may be seen now and then using his light fantas-

tic toes along the hedges and fences of the road. From Water-

bury we take the new Naugatuck branch railroad cars, which

brings us to the former place in about thirty minutes. Watertown

stands on an eminence, and on the summit is a spacious and

beautiful hotel, the resort of many, during the hot term, from the

metropolis. From Watertown we pass by stage, over fiftj' hills,

more or less, balmy breezes fanning us on the top of each one,

in about an hour and a half, to the ancient town of Woodbury,

where some of the people live to be centennarians. Here we

stayed till the following Monday. The next day being Sunday,

after our arrival we repaired to the Episcopal church, where the

devout rector, the Rev. Mr. Jaycox, officiated, and from the good

attendance observable—the thermometer being above the nineties

—

we were deeply sensible that this was the land of steady habits.

The town proper consists of one main street about one mile in

length, the houses of which generally are very neat, and tastefully

decorated with flower gardens. High mountains loom up on

either side of it.

The peace of Woodbury is seldom disturbed, except by the

stirring strains of the Curtiss cornet band, which consists of

young men of the town. They have a stage erected on the upper

part, where they perfoim on Saturday evenings—a truly blessed

mode of closing the labors of the week, and a happy prelude to

the exercises of the Sabbath. Passing southward about five miles

by private conveyance to Southbury, is probably one of the pleas

antest drives to be found in New England ; or we ought rather to

call it a natural boulevard, for all along the route are elms, maples,

poplars, and chestnut trees, etc., some of which must have been

there when the Father of our country traveled by stage through

Connecticut.

But on leaving Woodbury, and turning to the right, we enter

a beautiful glen, named Pomperaug, where is situated the woolen

manufactory of D. Curtiss & Sons, and about a dozen houses.

In one of these lives our friend Mr. Henry Stewart, a subscriber

to this Journal, whom we visited, who showed us a family of

about sixty chicks all bred from one pair of games, and he in-

formed us that every egg he sat hatched, and every chick hatched

was living, a parallel rarely to be met with. Mrs. Stew:irt, who
herself takes great pleasure in poultry, spread them a banquet of

Indian corn, and at a signal call from her, they assembled from

their hiding places from under the trees and bushes, as happy as

crickets, and quickly gobbled up the sweet repast ; as care had

not been taken to exclude them from others (been bred more for

the pot than for the show pen) they were not all exactly uniform,

but a few could be picked out that would do credit to the latter.

Indeed we noticed this promiscuous breeding to be the case all

along our route ; a cluster of fowls here and there would show

fine Brahmas or Cochins amongst them, whilst others resembled

the Houdan or Hamburg very closely—showing plainly that the

parties sometimes purchased thorough-bred birds, but did not

take particular pains to breed from them alone. However, we
noticed and admired them as they were, for in many instances

beautiful specimens of cross breeding could be found amongst

them both with regard to development and design. The houses,

here and there, are very elegant, some of them occupied only by

summer tourists, whom we noticed fanning themselves on the

verandas, while others were conversing in the shady gardens,

amongst the flowers—the angels that give delight and hurt not.

Driving forward beyond Southbury, we halted at a farm-house

on the declivity of a hill, where resides Mr. Hazen, a very hos-

pitable gentleman, who invited us to the luxuries of his farm.

In the half hour's conversation we had, he told us that he would

have had about three hundred head of poultry, of one kind or

another, such as hens, turkeys, geese, and ducks, but that the foxes

had made great havoc amongst them. They descended upon

them from the mountains, both night and day, and took them

when half grown, reducing his stock to less than a quarter of the

original number ; he had had some trouble with the rats, but these

he had overcome by the Costar rat poison. Mrs. Hazen had made

this department of the stock raising her specialty, and naturally

felt aggrieved at her discouragements. The last year, she had

sold 875 worth, besides domestic use, but this year, the miscreant

foxes were stealing the profits. We advised the erection of light

lath work frame buildings to protect the chicks, after a certain

age. We noticed quite a number of sheep grazing on the hills.

They bid us good bye, with an earnest entreaty to visit them

again. And here we will postpone further reports of our ])ere-

grinations in Litchfield County. Brics..

The Fife-Fly.—There are but few adults who have not pleasant

recollections associated with that inseparable companion of summer
evenings, the fire-fly, and with whom it was an unwearying
amusement to pursue and capture in the happy and aimless time

of early childhood. It is most numerous in this locality from the

tenth of June to the tenth of July. During this time, when the

first shades of evening appear, the rapid flashes of phosphoric

light from countless numbers of this harmless little insect illumi-

nate the lawn, as it ascends the blades of grass preparatoi-y to tak-

ing its nocturnal flight.

After showers of rain it is particularly active and luminous,

when tree, shrub and grass shine with its pale, transient light,

which proceeds from a mass of j'ellowish matter under the rear

portion of the body, and is emitted at will. When this is separated

from the body it shines for several hours, but gradually fades and
disap])ears. This singular provision of nature is said to be for

the purpose of directing the sexes to each other. In Europe
the fire-fly is substituted by the glow-worm, a wingless female

insect of the same family. The male is not luminous and is

guided to his mate by the light which she emits in a manner
similar to the species in this country.

—

Gennantmvn Telegraph.
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PiqEo[J DEp/Vf^TF'Er'T"

THE INTERNATIONAL PIGEON RACE.

I have received the Epervier.

The first English bird tossed at Brussels came back late the

same daj , the second in the morning the day after, and the third

one in the afternoon. All three belonged to Mr. Colvile of Bur-

ton-on-Trent.

The silver cup, offered by the^Society Abeona of Brussels, was

won by Mr. Cheffins of Dnnmore (Essex).

There was a prize race in Brussels, from Langon, in the south

of France, in which 2,164 birds took part. Will send particulars

for next number. J. Van Opstal.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

falling down through the air as if dead. The ways and habits of

these endless races of pigeons—the form, size and color of the in-

dividual parts of their bodies, and their proportions, differ in a

most astonishing degree from one another ; in a much higher de-

,'iee than is the case with the so-called good species, or even with

the perfectly distinct genera, of wild pigeons. And what is of

the greatest importance, is the fact that these differences are not

I onflned to the external form, but extend even to the most important

internal parts ; there even occur great modifications of the skele-

ton and of the muscular tissues. For example, we find great

diffeiences in the number of vertebrie and ribs, in the size and

shape of the gaps in the breast-bones, in the size and shape of the

merry thought, in the lower jaw, in the facial bones, etc. In

short, the bony skeleton which morphologists consider a very per-

manent part of the body, and which never varies to such an ex-

tent as the external parts, shows such great changes that many

races of pigeons might be described as special genera, and this

would doubtless be done if all thesedifferent forms had been found

in a wild and natural state.

How far the differences in the races of pigeons have been carried

is best shown by the fact that all pigeon breeders are unanimously

of opinion that each peculiar or specially marked race of pigeons

must be derived fi-om a corresponding wild original species. It is

true every one assumes a difierent number of original species.

Yet Darwin has most convincingly and acutely proved that all

these pigeons, without exception, must be derived from a single

wild primary species—from the blue rock-pigeon
(
Columbia livia)."

From " The History of Creation." Haeckel.

PIGEONS.

The art of, and fancy for, pigeon breeding is very ancient.

Even more than three thousand years before Christ, it was carried

on by the Egyptians. The Romans, under tlie emperors, laid

out enormous sums upon the breeding of pigeons, and kept accu-

^^i^'iite pedigrees of their descent, just as the Arabs keep genealogical

pedigrees of their horses, and the Mecklenburg aristocracy of

their own ancestors. In Asia, too, among the wealthy princes

pigeon breeding was a very ancient fancy ; in 1600, the court of

Akber Khan possessed more than twenty thousand pigeons

Then in the course of several centuries, and in consequence of

the various methods of breeding practiced in different parts of the

world, there has arisen out of one single originally tamed form,

an immense number of different races and varieties, which in tlieir

most divergent forms are extremely different from one another,

and are often curiously characterized.

One of the most striking races of pigeons is the well-known

fan-tailed pigeon, which spreads its tail like the peacock, and car-

ries a number of (from thirty to forty) feathers, placed in the

form of radii, while other pigeons possess much fewer tail-

feathers—generally twelve. We may here mention that the num-

ber of feathers on^the tails of birds is considered by naturalists of

great value as a systematic distinction, so that whole orders can

thereby be distinguished. For example, singing birds, almost

without exception, possess twelve tail-feathers ; chirping birds

(Strisores) ten, etc.

Several races of pigeons, moreover, are characterized by a tuft

of neck-feathers, which form a kind of periwig ; others by gro-

tesque transformation of their beaks and feet, by peculiar and

often very remarkable decorations, as, for example, skinny lap-

pets, which develop on the head ; by a large crop, which is formed

by the gullet being strongly inclined forward, etc. Remarkable,

also, are the strange habits which many pigeons have acquired
;

for example, the turtle pigeons and the trumpeters, with

their musical accomplishments, the carriers, with their topo-

graphical instinct. The tumblers have the strange habit of

ascending into the air in great numbers, then turning over and

IjE]^ S.

A clergyman lately addressed his female auditory as follows :

"Be not proud that the blessed Lord paid your sex the distinguish-

ed compliment of appearing first to a female after the resun-ection,

for it was only done that the glad tidings might be spread all the

sooner."

Josh Billings says :
" The live man iz like a little pig ; he iz

weaned young and begins to root early. He iz the peppersass

ov creation, the allspice ov the world. One live man in a village

iz like a case ov the itch in a distrikt school, he sets everybody

scratching at onst."

Pass it this way, Mr. Brown.—Mr. Brown kept boarders.

Around Mr. Brown's table sat Mr. Brown, Mrs. Brown, Mrs,

Andrews, the village milliner ; Mr. Black, the baker ; Mr. Jor-

dan, a carpenter; and Mr. Hadley, a flour, feed, and lumber

merchant. Mr. Brown took out of his pocket-book a ten dollar

note, and handed it to Mrs. Brown, saying :
" Here, my dear, are

ten dollars toward the twenty I promised you." Mrs. Brown

handed it to Mrs. Andrews, the milliner, saying, '' That pays for

my new bonnet." Mrs. Andrews said to Mr. Jordan as she

handed him the note, " That will pay you for your work on my
counter." Mr. Jordan handed it to Mr. Hadley, the flour, feed, and

lumber merchant, requesting him to give him credit for that

amount on his lumber bill. Mr. Hadley gave the note back to

Mr. Brown, saying, " That pays ten dollars on my board." Mr.

Brown passed it to Mrs. Brown with the remark that that paid

her the twenty dollars he had promised. She in turn paid it to

Mr. Black, to settle her bread and pastry account, who handed it

to Mr. Hadley, wishing credit for that amount on his flour bill,

he again returning it to Mr. Brown with the remark that it set-

tled for that month's board. Whereupon Brown put it back into

his pocket-book, exclaiming that he " never thought a ten dollar

note would go so far." Thus a ten dollar greenback was made

to pay ninety dollars indebtedness inside of five minutes. Who
says greenbacks are worthless ?— fVinsted Press.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJ^T.
NOT TET SATISFIED.

We notice by an editorial in Poultry Argus that S. H. Seamans
-of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, has recently imported a fresh lot of

Golden Sebright Bantams. It is thought this last importation are

among the best birds ever sent from England, and only sold to

remove them from competition on the other side. Good birds are

often bought with this understanding that would not be sold

otherwise.

Mr. Seamans places his standard very high, and will not be

satisfied with anything short of the best. During the past ten

years he has invested large sums of money to gratify his taste in

the Fancy. But, as he once wrote us, he has "always made it

pay," and this is the true secret of his continuingand enthusiastic

fancies. We have always contended that a Fancy should at least

be self-sustaining, otherwise the Fancier is liable to continual

change, and eventually wUl leave the Fancy in disgust.

"diseases or domestic poultt."

Under the above title, Mr. Geo. P. Burnham, of Melrose, Mass.,

a few weeks ago announced as forthcoming a new Treatise, which
many were desirous of getting a copy of.—since Mr. B.'s well

known experience with poultry and their treatment, in good or

poor condition, warranted the belief that a work from his pen, as

a specialty upon the subject of fowl ailments, would be a good
and practical one.

We are informed that the delay in the publication has been un-

avoidable—but that the work is now in press, and will be pub-
lished early in October. We have received several orders for it,

and Mr. B. requests us to state in Fanciers' Journal that the nu-

merous remittances and orders he has had by mail (which have

been relumed to the senders, on account of the delay in pubUshing
the book), maybe renewed, if desirable. The new volume (in

paper covers), 50 pp. large 12mo, will be sent to all who order

it, the last of September or the first of October, as is explained in

Mr. B.'s advertisement this week.

"Diagonal boys' suits" are advertised in New York. Some
of those boys must have been with the military encamped in Fair-
mount Park the other day, as there were many of them seen on
the bias.

CoF^F^ESpOflDEI^CE.

Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir,—At the request of several poultry fanciers, the

time for entering fowls, and birds for the Centennial Ex hibition,

has been extended until October 1st. All specimens not entered

previous to that date will be excluded from the Exhibition.

Very respectfully,

Burnet Landbeth,
John E. Diehi., Chief of Bureau.

Supt. Poultry Dep.

information wanted.
Ed. "F. J. "(:

Would the editor please give an amateur fancier a few hints or

points on mating birds for exhibition, as I have the finest flock of

fowls that there is around here, and I thing there must be some

premium birds in the lot, if I only could tell them from the oth-

ers. They are Lt. Brahmas. Please give me a hint or two on the

subject, and oblige An Amateur Fowl Keeper.
Smithtown, Suffolk Co., New York.

A peculiar fowl.

Mt. Vernon, Ala., Aug. 6, 1876.

Editor " Fanciers' Journal "
:

Dear Sir :—I have a rare, and I think very curious bird, it is

a cross between a common barn-yard fowl and either a turkey or

a Guinea ; or, as some suppose, a cross between a Guinea and a

tnrkey. It is indeed a great curiosity, and is large and healthy,

and feeds among my other fowls, but inclined to be a little pugna-

cious.

Perhaps some of your readers may value it more than I do, and

by judiciously crossing it with other fowls, produce a new variety

cf bird. I would exchange it for something of value.

Please inform me what you can do with it, and what is Its

value.

Truly yours, John M, Kollock, IJ. S. A.,

Post Surgeon, Mt. Vernon Bks., Ala.

fine pi&eons suffocated.

Friend Wade :

Since I put the exchange in your Journal I have had fearful

bad lock. My place of business caught on fire last Sunday morn-

ing, at I A. M., on the third floor, where we roast coffee by steam.

I had about one hundred fancy pigeons on the fourth floor, value

$300, many of them premium birds—some of them sold to Dr.

Enos of Milwaukee, Wis., who wanted to take them away the

early part of last week ; but on account of their setting on eggs

I would not ship them until this week, thinking they were too

soft. I did not save a bird; every one suffocated, and I assure

you it was a sad sight to see them scattered all over the floor.

Our loss on stock was pretty heavy,—estimated at $6,000,—but I

believe the pigeons had as many sympathizers as we. However,

I am going to get some more birds by January, 1877, to exhibit

at the show. I would not have cared if thej' could have gotten

out, but they could not, and such was their fate.

With regards, I remain, very respectfully,

W. B. Cochran.
Baltimore, Aug. 17, 1876.

It was Buzfuz who propounded the following. If the letters

of the alphabet were to run a race and should be beaten, why
would it be like your servant, when sent for " Ere's delight short

cut," bringing you " nigger head plug " instead ? Buzzy says it

would be wrong to back ! " Oh !
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WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this rjepartment respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—A Boston lndy lias ii canary sixteen years old, a Baltimore

oriole and a dog twenty each, and a lamily horse thirty.

—A little weasel fonf;ht a black snake at Amherst, N. H., the

other day, and bit him through and through until be died.

—Nashville, Kentucky, is overrun with thieves.

Well, Nashville is not obliged to have counciimen, policemen,

and other municipals unless she wants them.

—A man w.is arrested in Trenton last week for pulling down
a lady's hair, in ii street car.

lie was released at once. The hair had not been paid for.

—One hundred and twenty Chinese students from Hartford
will visit the Centennial next week.

A notice to rats, mice, and young " purps," to keep close

house.

—Green turtles retail in New York for 12 cents per pound.
So ! Soup must be going down then ? There must be a souper-

fiuous soup|)ly of the verdant tortle, if one can tortle olf with a

pound for 12 cents!

—Men visitors to the seaside now see the "harvest moon"
rising out of the waters.

Most of them return home as prodigal sons, having spent all

in riot and fine living.

—Henry Ward Beccher says : The poorest parts of newspapers
generally are the editorials ; they Mro the least reliable, and the

least inspiring, and, if you ski|> anytbini;, skip the editorials."

That's just what one would suppose 11. W. B. would say.

—Two school girls out for a walk. First school girl (sweet

eighteen)—1 am so tired of walking along by twos and twos in

this way ! Its as ba 1 as the animals going into the ark

!

Worse my dear. Half of the arkers were masculine I That's
what's the matter with Hannah.

—Lunacy is still increasing in Ireland. At the close of last

year the number of patients under the supervision of the Inspect-

ors-General was 11,777—an increase of 194 on the preceding
year.

—

N. Y. Sun.
Whisky is cheaper as well as more plentiful in the green isle.

—It is said that no Chinese bank has failed during the past five

hundred years.

Why ? Because, when the last one went up, Ihe heads of all

the officers went olf and were thrown in a corner along with the

other assets!—There are'some sensible things done in China.

—A woman in Barnstead, N. II., found the egg of a hawk the

other day. She took it home and put it under an inverted bowl
in a cupboard near the cooking stove. A few days after she
heard a noise under the bowl, and found that the egg bad hatched,
and that she had a lively young hawk. But the little bird would
not eat and soon died.

—Can Animals Count'?—M. Houzeau says: "The mule is

supposed to be able to count as far as five, at least; and this is

considered to be established by the following observation. There
is a short line of omnibuses in New Orleans where each mule
makes the journey five times successively before being changed.
The veterinary surgeon of these animals called attention to the

fact that at the end of the first four journeys they are silent, but
as they approach the end of ttie filth, they neigh." But a writer
in A'cn'dwer nearly spoils this by saying that the mule at the end of
every fifth trip smells the preparations for his mess in the stable,

where the hostler is expecting him.

—Eagles.—A number of eagles have recently been shot in yari-

ous parts of Pennsylvania. One shot by John Hadman, in North
Coventry, Chester county, had carried otf bodily a large lamb
and returned the next day after another. When his wing was
broken by a shot he fell and was seized by a dog, but he forced his

talons entirely around oneof the dog's ribs, causing him to howl
terribly. The eagle was then killed with clubs. Another, a bald
eagle, was killed near Landis Valley, Lancaster county, which
measured seven feet three mches from tip to tip of wings. When
eagles take to carrying off lambs and young babies, they must of
course be killed ; but in a few years the typical American bird
will be as extinct as the great auk or the dodo.

—How an Ape Saved an Earl.—A braver or handsomer
race than the Irish Geraldines never lived. A more romantic his-

tory than their's has never been written. The adventures of

Silken Thomas are strange and wild as those of any Persian

prince in Eastern story. His ancestor, Karl John Thomas Fitz-

gerald, adopted a monkey for his crest, and the old chroniclers say

in explanation, that when a child in the Castle of Woodstock an
alarm of fire was given. In the confusion that ensued, the young
Earl of Kildare was forgotten, and on the servants returning to

search for him, the room in which he lay was found in ruins.

The child was snpposeil to have perished in the flames, but soon a

strange voice was heard in one of the castle towers, and upon
looking up they saw an ape, which was usually kept chained,

carefully holding the child in its arms. The monkey crest of

Eiirl John of Kildare fia.shed in the front of many a battle under

the banner of Edward I, and the deeds of the hero have been

sung by all the Irish bards. J. M. McCann.

—Sfiakesi'earean—Hamlet.—This gentleman has always
been an enigma, but there were three things about him we know
for certain.

1st. He was well acquainted with our southern pl.antation

melodies, for he says in one of his remarks to Horatio—" It is in-

deed a nipping and an eaqer air."

2(1. He was very economical in the way of clothing, and u.sed

to black the seams and well-worn places of his garments. Speak-

ing to his mother, he says—"
'Tis not alone my inky cloak."

Wliat else could he have meant ?

.'jd. Prince as he was, he had a Sunday suit and a business suit.

Thus—when his mother desires to interview him at a certain time

and place, he answers—" I will in all my best attend you." That
is, in his Sunday suit.

Othello—be must have been a lawyer as well as a soldier,

though " Sweet William " does not .speak of him but in the one
profession. We know, however, from the poet's description, that

he was " A taumy general of Venice." H.

—Has the Wild Turkey (ild'agris yalh-paro) been Im-
TROvED BY Domestication ?—From my own observation I

would be led to answer in the negative. I have seen great num-
bers of tha wild originals and think them superior in grace and
beauty, and nearly equal in size to the finest Bronzes of our poul-

try shows. The young of the wild turkey are very hardy, seem-

ingly indifferent to either rain or cold. In the lame varieties they

re(|uire continual care, and arc perhaps the tendercst of domestic

birds. Under the dense |)ine foliage on the Alleghanies where
the rays of the sun seldom penetrate, and the deep moss is always
damp, the wild turkeys make their home, and the young flourish

under the evergreen trees. They seem singularly free from dis-

ease, and it is not uncommon to see a wild hen with a flock of

twenty young ones in the autumn. I have seen wild goliiilers

weighing thirty-five pounds. Remembering the wonderful im-

provements made on the different varieties of geese, ducks and
chickens by careful selection and successful breeding, 1 think we
can but admit that our experiments with the wild tiirl;ey have so

far resulted in comparative failures. J. M. McCan.v.

—Answer to J. H. McCann in " Weekly Gossip," in Journal of

June 19th. " The power of serpents to charm birds and small

animals is now admitted by eminent naturalists. 1 don't believe

that all snakes possess this power," says J. H. McCann. I want
to go a step farther and say that I don't believe any snake pos-

sesses this power, bnt then I'm not an eminent naturalist—only a
light weight, you know. Is J. H. McCann sure that the nest and
voung of the ground-squirrel were not in the immediate vicinity

of the snake, or that the snake was not in such close proximity to

the hole of the squirrel that it was unable to get home without

being gobbled up? The action of birds and small animals during

the breeding season, or while they are yet guardii g their young,
seems to me to be the same in the presence of any threatened dan-

ger, whether from snakes or human beings. The gentleman who
told Mr. McCann what he saw should have climbed the tree, if

possible, and have snaked Mr. Coluber Constrictor out of the

hole, and if he had found the squirrel's nest in it, with or without
young (for the snake might first have eaten them), he would have
discovered a motive for the singular antics of the squirrel without

any necessity for discussing the involuntary hypothesis. The de-

votion of birds and animals to their homes and their young, and
their vigorous defence of them in the face of overwhelming odds,

is well known. Snakes, being so much smaller than human
beings, are subject to fiercer and closer attacks, and, being wiser

in this respect, they remain perfectly quiet, simply eyeing their

victims until they, finding themselves neither followed nor at-

tacked, gain renewed confidence, and approach so close in their

attacks that they become an easy prey, or, if they do not attack,

they make a distressed fluttering pretense of being crippled, with

intent to draw the intruder away from the nest or young, which
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would be s\]it, under many circumstances, to dehirte even an ex-

perienced observer into the belief that the bird was charmed.
There is one bird which, I would take my " affidary " will not
yield to the fascinations of the bhick snake or any other snake.

This is the Blue-jay. A pair, or even one of them will discomfit

or put to flight, from the vicinity of their nest, any snake having
the temerity to approach it with hostile intent. I have never wit-

nessed a case of even |iartial paraly.^is of bird or animal in the

presence of snakes, although I often come across persons who
nave heard of such things, even to the charming of children.

Snake stories you know are the awfulest stories, and it isn't so

long since many good jieople believed in witchcraft and sorcery,

and all that kind of evil ei/e business. There might be some sort

o( parali/sis resulting from fear, but as we never hear of it except

in connection with snakes, it would naturally follow that birds

and squirrels and sich feared nothing but snakes. I know a lady

who feels an almost irresistible impulse to throw herself beneath

the wheels of passing railroad trains, and on several occasions,

after her first experience, when unavoidably in close proximity to

passing trains, she has only s.aved herself, as she believes, by sit-

ting down. This, 1 should imagine, is the same sort of feeling

one experiences (especially if light headed j on looking down from
a great height. It is certainly the result of fear. In regard to

snake-charming, what we want is tmllom facts. It is unfortunate

that the evidence which we get from eminent naturalists on the

subject is what thei/ have heard, and that obs'-rvers are easily satis-

fied with effect, and do not hunt hard enough for cause.

Phoca.

—A QtiEEK Thing in California.—A strange friendship

has sprung up between two vcy dissimilar animals at Mrs
Stratton's. A black rabbit came to the place some three months
ago and took up its abode. Mrs S. keeps on the place a couple

of cows, and a short time since the rabbit took up the strange

habit of sleeping vi'ith one of these cows. It goes to the cow's
wonted place of rest, waits her coming, and when arrived

the motherly cow licks the little proteg6 with much the same
aflfectionate tenderness that would be bestowed on a calf, the

rough tongue and tremendous licks nearly raising the little ani-

mal off its feet, and it the meanwhile bracing itself with its four

feet to withstand the pres.-ure. Then little bunny puts its little

nose up to the cow's nose, and appears to kiss it, after which the

rabbit nestles up and goes to sleep. It is a singular bedfcUowship,
the tiny bun<lle of fur and ears of perhaps three or four pounds
with the unwieldy carcass of six hundred.

—

From the St. Helena
iilar.

—The Blacic Snake {Bascanion Constrictor) probably at-

tains a greater length than any other serpent in the United States.

They are seldom seen exceeding six feet in length, fur the simple
reason that they are miiny years in arriving at their full maturity,
and are usually destroyed before having reached their greatest

length. They grow but slowly. I kept one last year for several

months, and it increased very little in size. A gentleman in

whom I have perfect confidence told me that he once killed one
of these snakes, and measuring carefully found it to be eleven feet

and one inch. A friend of mine killed one this summer just nine

feet and three inches in length. An engineer told me that he
killed a snake of this variety and measured it with bis chain, find-

ing it to exceed eleven feet. I have often he.ard an old gentle«ian
speak of having seen a monstrous black snake in a cornfield when
a boy. He says that it extended across four of the rows, anil

must have been fifteen feet in length. Many years after this, near
the same place, a farmer .saw a snake of this variety so large that
he was afraid to attack it ; he says it was cer:ainly more th.m twelve
feet in lenirth. A peculiarity about them, unnoticed by natural-

ists, is their power of following each other by the scent. I have
watched a black suake glide across a field, and after a considera-

ble time had elapsed, have seen another following its trail as

surely as a hound would follow a hare. It was during the love
season. When irritated the extremity of ihe tail vibrates with
great rapidity, producing a ]ieeuliar rattling noise, and ihe body
becomes covered with a h-eolored spots. The tonnuc is coni'ealed

in a tube, and is invisilile unless protruded by the animal. They
can climb a tree by jxoing direct/ij up it, and it is not necessary
that they should circle round it. They always swallow the eggs
of birds without breaking the shell. Tliey can glide over "the

ground with greater rapidity than any other native serpent.

"That they have the power of charming birds and small quadru-
peds is certain, but the nature of this magic influence has never
been satisfactorily explained. It is not due to the fiery bright-

ness of the "evil eye" alone, nor to the paralyzing power of fear.

Has animaljnagnetism anything to do with this mysterious gifti

J. M. McCann.

SjWA^LL PeJ DEpA^F^J]VIE[Jy

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PETS AND THE FATE OF SOME OF THEM.
The Mocicing Bird. No. 7.

" The song was o'er, the last sweet note
Upon ttie air had ceased to float,

The life that thrilled in melody,
"With his wild music passed away.
He longed for fragrance, flowers and light;

His heart bad broken in the tight."

During the time of our late " onplcasantness,'' and while the

"cruel war" was at its height I was on a certain morning pass-

ing along one of the streets of that part of the city of " brotherly

love," which Mrs. Partington denominated ihe " Rhubarbs," when

I heard the musical cry of " Ca-fish !
" " Ca-flsh! " or something

so very near like what I bad often taken for that, from tlie high

pitched voices of the females who at certain seasons of the year,

wake us from our morning snooze, with their piscatorial cries.

The voice I now heard seemed to me to be a wonderfully clear,

high soprano, well worthy of the concert room, and though I

could see nothing of the crier, yet, again and again the sound fell

upon my ear till I thought it must have been some star fallen out

of the Opera sky, which had taken up a basket and was crying "ca-

fish ! " through the streets. Returning home I made a note of

the wonderful voice in my journal, and then thought no more

about it. How quick one can forget, iu the hurry and bustle of

city life !

About a month after this I received a letter from a soldier

friend in the Union Army, in which he said that an officer whose

wife was in Philadelphia, had been wounded, and he requested me
to call upon her and personally assure her that her husband was

in no immediate danger from his wounds.

Finding her address from the letter, I was soon on my errand

of consolation, and in due time found myself pulling the bell of a

certain house in that very same block oc " square," as the term

is in the " Quaker City," where about a month before I had heard

the musical voice crying " Ca-fish ;

" ajid where, strange to say,

just as the door was opened to admit me, I heard the same voice

and cry again. Concluding that the same " fish-wife" was going

her rounds I thought no more of it, and was soon in the presence

of the lady I was requested to see.

My friend's letter had informed me that the lady was ad.aughter

of the " Sunny South," who had placed her fate in the hands of a

northern man, and with him she had left her happy home in

Chiirleston, S. C, for his in Philadelphia, about a year pie\ ions

to the first gun fired at Fort Sumter. Two dear children had

been born to them, when the first draft for soldiers called her

husband to the field in defence of home, life, children and country.

I found the lady quite an invalid, and bad but barely introduced

myself and my errand before I heard otice more that well-known

cry of " Ca-fish," which I was rather startled with as I seemed

to be haunted by it.

I encouraged her to hope for the best ; told her that all would

be well,—that mere letters would come. " I must go to him" she

said; "better tend on him wounded, or bury him when dead

than live the dying life I am living here." I began to falter some

other words of encouragement, when again "ca-fish" broke on

my ear. " It is my poor mocking-bird," she said, seeing my lock

of wonder. " He breaks my heart with his songs of home, while

he startles the whole household by his wonderful imitations."

I looked up through a western window atid there in the yard,

in an enormous cage—just such a cage as a mocking bird should

live in—hopping backward and forward, was the stibject of my
surprise, who had just then broke out in a strain of " Ked, White,
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and Blue,"—wliidi ho gave to a cliarm, and all at once tlie poor

girl was weeping to the melody, as tliough it had only been com-

posed for people to weep at.

"I wish I had never tamed him," she said, "I wish I had left

liini in Charleston ! In this northern home he dues not sefin like

a bird to ma. I hear him whistle Arthur's tunes, and I think

Arthur, who was always so choeiful, must he in the house. I

cannot at times, bear the strange, sweet imitations, and so I keep

liim where you see him, avay from my own room. I shall not

have him long. lie hegins to mope ; to day is only one of his

bi-ii/lu days. I wish I had never taken liim from his nest ! He

was such a little lump of a thing when I took him, and with no

promise of such a long body, still longer tail, and wonderful

powers of voice and imitation. His little mouth was always open

and his scream was like two files rubbing against each other. Of

mashed potatoe he could never get enough, lint yolks of eggs

rolle<l into the shajie of worms was his especial delight.

Ah ! poor fellow he will never live over November—that dread-

ful, unhappy month."
" What does he cat now? "

"Anything I cat, hut mostly hrown bread and milk—a saucer of

which he will eat in a day, leaving for it his chicken, or beefsteak

untouched. Every day he goes into his bath-tub and afterward

makes his toilet like a gentleman. Every day his house must be

thoroughly cleansed, or he would die long before November."
" His cage seems very large," said I.

" None too large for mocking birds. They will not thrive in

sm.iU cages. Then, too, one should remember their freedom,

which a bird prizi'S I sometimes think more than many other

creatures. I wish he was in the orange groves of my old home,

or at least in my dear old garden in Charleston, which used to he

as full of music as the opera, and much sweeier to me, as dearly

as I love music."

" Then Charleston seems your home still ?
"

" Yes," she answered ;
" you see, like my mocking-bird, I was

taken from it young. But I came to Arthur's home, and O, it

was a happy one until this cruel, wretched, cursed war broke

out, and now " Here her grief overpowered her, and she

sobbed aloud as though her heart would break.

Again I tried to speak cheerfully, even hopefully, of her and

her husband's future. She only sobbed out, " I must go to him

;

I must go to him."

"And the bird?" I asked.

" Oh, he will die in November; he will die !

"

Just as though he was determined to contradict his mistress,

the bird now began to move his long body from one side of the

cage to the other, and all at once he commenced a song which

seemed to be comprised of all the tunes he had learned in Charles-

ton and Philadelphia combined, ending his melange v/hh his native

notes, which are exceedingly beautiful. The lady seemed to re-

gard the bird with such a tender interest, as tliough it was, in

some way, connected wiih her husband, that I raiher led her to

talk on about him, thinking it might, for the time being, some-

what relieve her of her anxiety and distress.

"There is almost a human interest about Dixie" (that I found

was his name) ;
" he mimics us all so well. He has a sharp,

short cry, much like baby when his sister takes something aw.ay

from him ; and he dearly delights in mocking my poor dog Fan.

The other day I heard Fan cry dreadfully, and I hurried out to

see what was the matter, quite sure she had fallen into some un-

usual trouble—but no ! there lay Fan on her mat, and there, too,

was Dixie, doing the yelping to perfection ! At first, Fan seemed
to mind Dixie, but, now that she has got used lo him, his noise

does not worry her a bit."

Here, as though in illustration of what had been said, Dixie
began a series of most won erful performances, among which

was prominent the cry of " ca-fi.sh," but the most perfect and
curious part was the click of a pair of castanets! He seemed to

have no real difficulty in doing anything. He would lean his head

over to one side, consider what he wanted to do, and—do it. He
did not practice the sound, but got it right in his mind at once,

and then, like a viviparous production, brought it forth perfect.

When he had done the ca.«tanets, and matched them with a tune

whistled, he once more broke out with "ca fish," followed by the

shrill, quacked quaver which a child produces on a penny whistle.

Presently he mewed like a cat, then he yelped like Fan, and

finished up by crying, to perfection, like the baby!

" You should hear Di.\ie whistle my husband's favorite tunes,"

said the lady, her bright eyes full of tears at the thought. " Even
dear Arthur could not surpass him in ' Hed, White, and Blue,'

but I am sure he will not whistle or sing after November—the

m Mith I so much dread."

I now rose to lake my leave, and just then Dixie broke out

with "Red, White, and Blue," intcrsjjersed with "ca-fish," end-

ing with a yelp a la Miss Fan.

" He seems to be winding up the season with a final perform-

ance," said the lady ; and, thanking me rejieatedly (or the good

news I had brought her, she hade me goodbye with an appear-

ance of reviving hope that she would see her husband again, and

that all would be well in the end, and I passed from her presence.

On a dull, gloomy, suicidal day in the last week of the follow-

ing November, I was called upon again to visit the home of the

lady and the bird. I was then the bearer of sad, sad news. My
sorrowful errand could not be avoided, or I would gladly have

done so. Anotlier battle had been fought, and I muat tell her,

whom I had endeavored to cheer with the words of comfort and

hope, but a few weeks since, that her husband, whom she so

idolized, had fallen among the slain—had passed to the fivr-

beyond, where wars and the rumor of wars are never heard.

As I neared her habitation I expected to hear the cry of " ca-fish,"

or some other of Dixie's various cries, but I did not; all was

quiet, and I was rather glad of it, for the message I was the

bearer of was of much too sad a nature for me to be amused by

the performances of even poor, innocent Dixie.

I was met in the parlor by the mother of the widow, and I s.aw,

at the first glance at her sad face and funereal dress, that I had

sad news to hear as well as to impart; but I was saved the bitter

task of telling her to whom I was sent that her husband was in

the better land, as, several days before, she had gone to meet him

there.

" Her babiesV I enquired ; " they, poor orphans, are our

babies now."
" And that wonderful bird ?

"

" Dead ! He died on that same gloomy November day, a few

hours after his mistress had breathed her last. His parting song

was a single strain of" Hurrah for the Ked, White, and Blue! "

Thus died out, in an ordinary street of a great city, one of the

sad romances- of real life; and such was the fate of Di.'cie, the

mocking-bird. Huon.

E,xcfjy\NqE3.

{[[^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

cribio^ at.d ottering for KxcUaiiiiC only, will be allowed at 25 t-euta

or e:icti and ever}' insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

(l!^^"'To liXL•II.l.^GE poii cash'- or "GRt;t:Nij.^.cKS,'' "wantkd a PuncHASi-m,"
r "WA>TKD AN OFFER.," ecc, etc., caunot under any circumstances be admitted
the Exchange or Want column.
iS^r"No Kxcliauge or Want will be inserted unle.ss accompanied with 25 cents.

I*. P. HAAS, Tamaqua, Pa., wants to exchange ten pairs of A No. 1

Tumblers, fur offeis. ____^^
VVfll. A. 32 I'.EO, Box 130S, Nashua, N. 11., wants to exchange a P.

Rock Cockerel, {Oilman stuck,) for a P. Hock Pullet.

BOX 869, llockville, Conn., will exchange a C Cornet, cost $i60, for a
firot-clais Ceutral-tii-e Shot Gun. Must be in good order, as the Oornut is.
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JOHN E. SCHUffI, 150 South Water St., Ijinraster City, Pa., will

exchange a fine Ilinialayaa J)oe Rabbit, two good Huuting Rifles, odc good

Revolver, one fine pair of Muscovy Ducks, two tine Lop-eared Does, for a good

Lop eared Buck, White Leghorns, or offers. AU letters, &c., answered
promptlii'^

FANCIER, Box 350, Milton, Pa., will exchange a Red and Tan Gordon
Bitch Del, M. Von Culin's stock, 1 Liver Color Pointer Biteh, and 1 trio Light

Brahuios, for Fancy i^igeons or offers.

W, J. EVENDEIV, Box 403, Williamsport, Pa., will exchange a

thoroughbred Russian Setter Slut, for a breeeh-loading Shot Gun, or a good

Watch; also 2 pairs of Red Carriers, 2 pairs Pouters, and 1 young Cock, 1

pairs Black Priests, and a lot of Black Red Game Bantauis, for anj thing that

won't eat, or will sell.

P. O. BOX 32S, Milton, Pa., will exchange ni

one pair Black Red GameP, and 1 Smith & Wesson Se
high-bred Tumblers, or offers in Fancy Pigeons.

J. HENICV, 4507 Rubicam Ave., Germantown, Phila., wishes to ex-

change a thoroughbred English Greyhound, seven mouths old, Newfoundland
Pups, or Blue Skye Dog, for W. C. Black Polish, White or Brown Leghorn
Chicks,

1>. C. OOINOHUE, New Che.<!ter, Pa., would exchange a No. 1 Coon
Dog, for a English Setter, well broken. Nothing iuferior given or taken.

Speak quick. ^_____ _^
Jb McDANIEL, Iloilis Center, Me., has two pairs Pit Games,
lied to stand steel, which he wishes to exchange for Poultry Books, or

offers. Postal cards acecptrtble.

A. L. HOaJ<iH'rOIV, south Adams, Mass., has to exchange 1 Red
Tumbler Cock, 2 Red Quaker Cocks, 1 pair White Doves, trio B. B. Bantams,
for Red Quuker females, and White Carrier Cock, Black Pied Pouter Cock, or
offers of Pigeon-s. Will give good stock, and n"ne but good wanted.

W- AV. BAU'rO, Bay Shore, L. I., has for exchange, trio of D.
trahuias, imeyear old, or chicks three months, for trio of L. Brahmas, one
ear, or chicks, or for trio P. Cochins, Pea Comb, ^one but good stock given

CHA§. SHAFFER, No. 206 Franklin St., N. Y., will exchange Buff

and Partridge Cochins, Light and Dark Brahnias, Aylfsbury, Cayuga, and
Muscovy Ducks, fi)r Black t>panish, W. B. or Dominique Leghorns, April or
May hatch. What offer.-<? ^^
G. \V. Saj:¥BOa..D. 32 Rowland St., Newark, N. J., will exchange

fine Pointer Dog, 9 mon'hs old. (well bred,) also Scotch Terrier Do^, splendid
ratrer. for White or Brown Li-ghorus, or dtTers.

JK. A. liYMIN, K^ene, N. 11, will exchange 1 pair Partridge Cocliins,

for 1 pair Koiu-n or Aylesbury Duck^J, or offers. My fowls are good show
bird^ ; want the same.

H. K. OSBORN, Camb.idgep..rt, Mass., has for ex.rhange one Patent
Oil CaUe Giinder, "hand power," new, never been used, for Fancy Pigeons

OLlVEtt O, SCrtOCK, Hamburgh, Hamburg, Berks Co, Pa.,
will exchange Fancy Pigeons, ot iwenty i2U) varietie.-i, in p.iirs, or odd birds,

for Piihiud China, E-^sex, and Clip.-^rer Whir« Pig^, new Riiggy, Harness, 6
Brown Leghorns, Pullets and Cockerel. 1 pair each Yellow and Black Pied
Pouters, ly inches long, and piir 4 month old Maltese Kitten-i.

GEO. W. Si'HEFFKK, No. 21, South 2d St., llarri.<!burg, Pa.,
has to exchange the following birds: Tumbler.-*, 1 Antwerp Cock, vV'hitu

Pouter Cocks, and Colored Fantails, for Turbits, Snells, or Blue Winged
Swallows ; also a Bread-Kneading Machiue, worth S25, for Blue or Yellow
Pouters, Carriers or Fantails. They must be good, as the machine is good.
AVrite soon for a bargain. Also White Muscovy Ducks for Pigeons.

W. S* 86EED, Homer, La., will exchange one Parlor Organ, one of
Barnes' foot power Scroll Saws, and one S600 piano, (all new, nevet used,} for
gond Breecii-loaUing Shot I'Un, double barrel, aud improved stock, such as
Hogs, Cows. Goats, Fowls, Pigeons, etc. Must be good stock and articles.

<^EOXGE A. OOa.OiNY, Fitchburg, Mass., has for exchange a
Tsry fine trio of P. Cochins, (P. Williams' straio,) that took first and speciwl
premium, January 21, 22, 23, '76, at Athol, for a good Breech-loading double-
barrel Shot Gun, or otters. Speak quick.

the f.j

Cochii
Hunii

1. I5AK.lb:R, Postville, Trafalgar P. O., Ont., will exchange any of
lowing thoroughbred stock—Cotswold Lambs, Berk-ihire Pigs, Black
s, Coach Slut, in pup. Black aud Tan Dug Pup, Sheep Dog Pup, aud

G. FliAIVDEKS &; CO., Manchester, N. H., have to ex<-hange
ix barreled Whitney Revolver, nickel plated and all in good repair, for

n Leghorns or oilers.

N. J., has to exchange
^r Milch Cow , Poland Cfaii

CSIAS. F. FREEMAN, V3H North Fifth St., Philadelphia, Pa.,
breeder of Swallows, Turbits, and Owls, will exchange some of the finest Blue-
winged Turbits, Solid Black Turbits, Black-tail Turbits, and fine bred Owls,
for Red Swallows or Blue Swallows. Tbey must be perfect birds in every
way. Here is a chance for anybody to get good Turbits for good Swallows

.

M. V iN CDLIIN, Delaware City, Delaware, has to exchange two pairs
white Carriers, two pairs Pouters, oue pair Barbs (cock red, heu dun), one
pair White Crested Fans, one pair Black Balds, two pairs Tumblers, oue re 1

Carrier Hen, one white Carrier Hen, one B-ack Bald Hen, one White Fan Ik-ii

(crested), one Yellow Barb Hen, eleven Brown Leghorn Cockerels, one White
l^ejihorn Cock and six Hens, five White Leghorn i.'ockerels and six Pullets, one
trio G. S- Hamhurgs, Cocker Spaniel Hitch, Setter Puppies, from imported
parents, for Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, Works on the Horse, or Dog,
or Natural History, Brown Leghorn hens or pullets, tools of any kind, poul-
try, or pigeons, or offers. Send along your postal cards.

?OOK -ilXCHANGE.

Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and
offering ONE Book for Sale, Exchange, or Wanted, will be allowed at 10 cents
for each aud every i

ATJDUBOIV AVANTED—Jos. M. Wade, Rockville, Conn., wants i

copy of the above Work Sta'e condition and lowest cash price.

BOOKS TO SPARE.
1. HandePB Israel in Egypt Novello's.

2. Haydn's Creation "
3. Mendelsohn's Klijah

'*

4. Men.lelsohn'a St. Paul Ditson's.

5. Handel's Messiah **

6. Life and Writings of Charles Dickens, by Phebe A. Hanaford.
7. Peregrine Pickle Geo. Routledge & Sons.

8. The'Worksof T. Smollet Lee & Shepard.
9. The Portrait: a Romance of the Cuyahoga Valley. By A. G Riddle.

10. The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by W. H. Holcombe, M. D.
11. Our Own Birds, bv Wm. L. Bailey.

12. The Rouiance of History : England. By H. Neele.

13. Cyclopaedia of the Best Thoughts of 0. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaiue.

BOOKS WANTED.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
3. Drake's Biographical Dictionary.
4. White's Natural History of Selboume.
5. Walton's Complete Angler.
6. Poems by " H. U."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
9. Vols. I. and II., Scribner's Monthly.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, and many other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books.

Write to WM. G.\KDNER BAKTON, Salem, Mass.

\'^\ rJ T ^ D-

READ INSTROCTIONS AT THB HEAD OF EXCHANGES.
The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

O, J, BAKER, Potsville, Trafalgar P. 0., Ont., wants Jersey Heifer
Calf for his exchanges.

JAMES M. LAMBING, .

PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGKEE LIGHT BEAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED BL.'iCK HAMBUHaS-.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

X:«GS AND CHICKS FOR SALE.

Write for Circoiar.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphiiL, Pa., dealer in Segnrs, Weekly Papers, Scationery, etc.; will aleo
supply fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. aud D Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
and have won 16 first, "1" .•second, and two special preuiiums; stock from
Felch, WiUiams, Hersteina, and Ethridnifs noted strains. Eggs, $3-00 per 13.

II. PARHA.M. Lima, O.

WM. E. FLOWER,
SHOEMAKERTOWN, PA.

t LIGHT BRAHMS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

I am prepared to ship Eggs from
oiy best stock, carefully boxed, to

Hatch.
See D B. adversemeat else-

where.
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DAY-DREAMS.
Just within the cottapc ilnor

Biiby plays upon tlic floor,

While her mother, with her knitting,

On the low door-step is sitting

;

And the golden suninier dny
With the twilight slips away.

Building custles in the air,

Seeing visions bright and fair,

In that golden hour hazy,

Till the busy hands grow lazy.

And her work unheeded lies

'^eath her faroft" dreamy e>C3.

No more toiling day and night,

]!ut a life so fair and bright

That without a stint of measure.
She is drinking deep of pleasure,

In that visionary sphere,

Which her dreaming brings so near.

She is plucking at her ease

Golden fruits licr taste to please ;

Slie is lifted in her Ai.^ion

To the far-oft' bright Klysian,

AVhile tlie twilight slowly dies.

And gray shadows fill the skies.

But hark ! that merry shout
On the night breeze ringing out
Sets the bright air-castle falling,

For the fisher's voice is calling;

And the mother's dreams arc o'er

—

She's the fisher's wife once more.

Back again from marble h.alls,

Snug within her cottage walls.

Where baby must bo tended
And homespun garments mended

;

And her day-dreams thus are done
With the setting of the sun.

—

Lebanon Courier.

REMINISCENCES OF AUDUBON.
(by a geakddaugiiter.)

IContinued from No. 33.]

My mother relates her first meeting with my grandfather as

follows : Some yeiirs before her marriage she crossed from

England with my uncle Victor, with whom she became quite inti-

mate, and, at his request, she went, soon after her arrival, and in

company with a sister-in-law, to call on my grandmother, Mrs.

Audubon. While walking up Broadway, they met a superb look-

ing old man, with white hair curling on his shoulders. Involunta-

rily, both ladies stopped to look at him as he pa-sed, while he, too,

paused to look back at them. My mother exclamed :
" What a

beautiful old man I" Her sister, a young and lovely girl, added :

"Howl should like to kiss him!" They went on their way,
and, during their call, the door opened, and in walked Mr. Au-
dubon, in whom they recognized the object of their admiration.

He walked up to my mother directly and said : "Ah I I thought

I knew the English girl of whom Victor has told us !" and, on my

aunt's remiirk being repented to him, he insisted on taking her at

her word, and kissed her then and there. Though, of course,

familiar, in after years, with the face and form wliicli had so at-

tracted her at first sight, my mother has never forgotten the im-

pression made that afternoon.

Wc have several portraits of my grandfather painted at differ-

ent periods of his life. The earliest is a miniature by Cruikshank,

taken when lie was, perhaps, forty ; one by Inman, which has

been used as the original of the portrait iu his Biography ; and

one by his son John, a full-length, with a favorite dog at his feet.

Tliesc three have been ]ihotographcd and engraved ; but there is

another, little known to the world, but the most real to me. It is

unfinished, on'y three sittings having been given, and it was taken

on my grandfather's return from the Rocky Mountains. He
never retained the peculiarities of his woodman's dress longer

than he could help doing so, after his return to civilized life, and

one of his first steps was to remove the greater part of his luxu-

riant hair and beard. My father was very anxious to secure his

portrait just as he was, fresh from the woods, and began it imme-

diately on my grandfather's return, and worked vigorously for

three days. On the fourth day urgent business called him to

New York, whither he reluctantly went, charging my mother to

keep strict watch, lest " the old coon-skin," as he called him,

should take advantage of his freedom, and have the snowy locks

trimmed ofi^ to more moderate proportions. All the morning my
mother kept faithful, though unspoken, guard, having the old

man constantly in sight. He made no allusions to the matter,

and in the afternoon she went to her room for a few moments, to

be met, on her descent to the parlor, by my grandfather, with

smooth-shaven face. My father was in such despair that he did

not touch the portrait for j'cars. It was framed and hung in its

unfinished state, and a few years before his own death he took it

down and touched up the background. The face and figure were

sacred to him as he had drawn them. It is a half-length, life-size,

the head a little thrown back, the keen eyes undimmed, though

the face shows deep lines of age and thought. He holds his gun

in his hands, and his backwoodsman coat of green baize, with fur

collar and cuflFs, is but roughly painted ; but it is the grandfather

of my remembrance.

I have a description of him in this dress, or a similar one,

whicli was given me by a gentleman who met him lor the first

time in his singular atiire. He says; " I was at a fashionable

hotel at Niagara, when an elderly man arrived, whose appearance

excited much comment. He seemed to have sprung from the

woods ; his dress, which was of leather and heavy cloth, was

dreadfully dilapidated, a worn-out blanket was strapped to his

shoulders, a large knife liung at one side, a rusty tin box on the

other, and his hair and beard were so long and thick, that they

alone would have rendered him remarkable. He walked in and

asked for breakfast, and as he did so, gave, as requested, his

name. An instant change took place in the feelings of the spec-

tators, and those who a moment before had been only curious and

amused, were now anxious to speak to him, only to be able to say
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they had met the ornithologist Audubon." Very different is this

account of his personal appearance from the idea formed from a

remark of an old lady, one of his contemporaries: " When I first

knew Mr. Audubon, people used to ask, who was the gay young

Frencliman, wlio danced «ith all the girlsV
He always loved children, and many a time did I stop on meet-

inj; him, and hold out my hand for the "comfit," which I knew

would presently be forthcoming from a little wooden box kept in

one of the pockets of the gray coat he generally wore. Often,

too, did I evade the care of my nurse, and slip into the dining-

room to partake of sly mouthfuls of omelette and bread, his cus-

tomary lunch ; the forbidden treat beiug eaten with all the keener

enjoyment if, as somelimes happened, my grandmother attempted

to depose me from my chair at his side ; he always overruled her

arguments and kept me with him.

It does not seem to me out of place to allude, at the close of

this little article, to the services and assistance rendered to my
grandfather by his two sons, Victor and John. The aid rendered

by my grandmother has often been noticed, and is well known to

the world ; but that given by the sons has been almost ignored

and the entire labor of the " Birds " and " Quadrupeds of Amer-
ica," is generally accredited solely to my grandfathei-, assisted in

some of the technicalities and descriptions of the latter, by his

friend, the late Dr. John Bachman, of Charleston, S. C. I can-

not feel that it is detracting from the honor due to my grandfather,

to state that he was materially assisted in both great undertakings

especially the latter, by his two sons, Of the three volumes which

comprise the " Quadrupeds," two were published after my grand-

father's death, though both had bten in preparation for many
years. A large number of the animals were secured and painted

by the younger son, John, and nearly all the landscapes are the
Avork of the elder, Vieior. 1 am the more emboldened to state
this, knowing that my grandfather, in both journals and writings,
is especially careful to mention by name the very manv kind
strangers, as well as friends, who in any way tendered hiiii their
assistance. Devoted as he and his sons were to each other, work-
ing as they did, in the utmost unison, with jierfect freedom from
all jealousy, he would have been the last to ignore the filial love
which led them to merge their genius so wholly in his, that their
identity as artists was lost. While his younger son, John, spent
months in Texas when Texas was a wilderness, procnriny speci-
mens and drawings, and alterward risked his life many times in
crossing overland to California lor the same purpose,—the elder,
Victor, was busy at home, working for the same end, though in
other ways. In my grandfather's journal he mentions receiving
assistance from his sons when they were boys of fourteen and
sixteen ; in the same journal my grandfather invariably says

:

"our work." Yet Mr. Robert Buchanan,, in the volume he pre-
pared from my grandmother's carefully written " Life ot Audu-
bon," makes little mention of his sons, if I except one or two
slight allusions, and this one direct remark :

" The second volume
was prepared mo.>-tly by his sons Victor and John, and was ])ub-
lished the year their father died." Let me then bear loving wit-
ness, that the work those sons took np as boys with so much
enthusiasm, was not laid down till death stiffened the hands
which had so skillfully portrayed " the denizens of field and
forest." Both sons wire laid with the lai her whose talents they
had to a great extent inherited.

—

Scribneis' AJonthly.

LEAVES, FEENS. AND GKASSES.
A year or two ago a lady writer of some celebrity, coming into

my pretty parlor for the first time, looked around her in speech

less admiration, and then turning tome, exclaimed :
" More beau.

tiful than fresco ! I congratulate you, dear , upon your
lovely room. Surely you are an artist—a poet."

" Both, in my soul life, I hope," I replied, laughing, " but actu-

ally neither. It comes out in this way."

I was much pleased, on returning the call, to find my decora-

tions imitated in the morning-room where this lady wrote her

charming books. Let me tell you a few of my devices, for they

are not costly, and are surely, for palace and cottage, the most

beautiful of all ornaments. In these times, too, when Christmas

greens cost so much, many forego the beautiful old custom, ivhich,

if done in the right spirit, is done to the glory of God, and cer-

tainly adds much to the pleasure of the holidays. And with

leaves and fern, one can do without cedar and bay and everything

else, excepting holly.

The pleasantest time to go into the country is the autumn.

Gather branches of brilliant leaves, and first brushing the right

side of each leaf with raw linseed-oil, to preserve the tints and

make the leaves less brittle, press them between newspapers and
put them under boards, with large, heavy stones on top. If there

are no boys around to get the boards and carry the stones, put the

pile of papers under your trunk. A heavy weight is necessary in

pressing branches, for sometimes the stems are thick. Or, if you

find it difficult to press the branches, you can branch the single

leaves after they are pressed by making stems of coarse wire,

which are kept in place by winding them with fine wire, as in

bouquets ; then these leaves can be bunched together to suit the

taste. The color of the leaves is preserved by pressing them on

the right side with a moderately warm iron smeared with bees-

wax, after which they are placed between sheets of blotting paper,

newspapers, or the leaves of books, and subjected to pressure.

Gather single leaves as well as branches, and lichen-covered

sticks, immortelles, ferns, and brakes, green, yellow, brown, and

white. The white ferns are the most beautiful, but they do

not turn before the middle of October, and it is hard to find them

perfect.

Save up your green ferns for the Christmas days, for yoa will

want most green then, and with a few holly berries among them
they will be best in the dining-room. Put them in bunches over

the pictures, twine them up the picture cords and chandeliers ; and
if you have gathered any bitter-sweet berries in the country, they

will do instead of the holly, only ihey are not so bright.

For the parlor take large branches of leaves, and fill in the

spaces above the arch or folding-doors. The^e can be fastened

with small pins without doing any dan)age to the walls. Hang
small branchi^s fr<mi the picture nails, where the cord points.

Make up stiff bunches of green ferns, selecting dark green and
large, coarse ferns for the back of the bonqnet, and lighter, deli-

cate ones <br the front, and fasten these behind any Parian figures

you may have. It will throw out the creamy white of a statuette

or bust better than velvet.

Another way to dress a room is with single leaves and Florida

moss. The moss can he bought at one or two Southern florists'

in this ciiy, but has not yet liecome common. About filty cents'

worth would be enough, I think, for an ordinary room. Get up
on a step-ladder, .and make an irregular fringe of moss all around
the room. Take ferns of all tints, and make large round bunches.

Put these at pretty regular spaces. Then take a spool of coiton,

and single leaves and ferns of all tints, and fasten ihem into long

garlands, with a slip knot around each .stem. Do not join them
closely not regularly. Have some a few iuchesa]iart, some farther

apart, and select leaves and ferns of all kinds, shapes, and tints.

Then mount the ladder again and hang your garlands. If this is

done artistically, it will luok like a drift offalling leaves, for the white

thread, of cour>e, will not show, and the leaves look as if floating in

mid air. If yon have mtislin or lacecurtiiins, fasten a small branch

of bright leaves or a fcjn, downward, on one curtain. This is the

prettiest for a room in which there are no pictures.

Grasses are always useful, in vases or tailing over the side of a

picture, atid a pretty way is to cut a cornucopia (I do not know
what other word will describe the shape I meati) out of paste-

board, sew or glue on tiny pine cones, so that the pasteboard is

quite covered ; then tack this up on the wall about the height you
would hanL' a jiicture, not quite flat, but a little full, to give it a

round look and to leave a p ace to receive the stems ; then put in

a large buttch of grasses, and I am sure you will be pleased with

this addition to your walls.

A li< heti-covered stick with an empty bird's nest ftstened above

a pietitre Icoks pretty.

It is proper to dre.ss churches or the house with immortelles,

and to wear them, on All-Saints Day, for they aie cmliletnatical

of the spirits and touls of the righteous. Veiy many more beau-

tiful decorations can be deviseii ; in fact, there is no end to the

combinations that can be made by any one who loves beauty.

—

Harpers' Bazaar.
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PodLjF^Y DEpy^F^TFiErJT.

{For Fanciers' .Tournal.)

*THE DUCK QUESTION-NO. 3.

BY J. Y. EICKXELL.

For convenience Sftke we prefer to have a separate apartment

for (lucks at nijxlit, bnt they will accommoilate themselves to al-

most any conilition, from an open shed, or even the open canopy,

to a tasty habitation. If a low, cheap shed be constructed for

them at ni^'ht they will do as well as thon^^h they occupied a

m.ansion, and we have known them to thrive and do well with

only an empty hogshend turned down for them to roost in. It is

generally considered imjiroper for ducks and hens to occupy the

same rooms at night, but with proper arrangement no harm will

follow. Whatever place they occupy should be tfell littered with

dn/ sawdust, cut straw, or something else suitable, for then the

eggs are always clean. In case they arc in company witli hens,

the latter should have a shelf under their perch wide enough to

catch the droppings, which should be removed often; (in fact

such a shelf should be under every hen roost.) If the ducks have

their liberty and roam at large by dny, the other fowls need not

be fed till after ibe ducks have gone off on their foraging tour, but

if necessary a box or tro\igb may be placed above the shelf, and

the chicken food given in it, out of reach of the ducks. We have

knon n of cases where ducks have hatched and reared their youn

successfully, but with us the experiment has always proved a total

failure, and we have long siuce abiindoned the attempt, and sub-

stituted hens.

In selecting eggs for hatching, providing the breeding stock is

of good, reliable strains, no regard to color is necessary, for those

laid by the same ducks vary so much in this respect from some

unexplained cause, that no color is preferable. We should, bow-

ever, reject all that are below the medium size, which will gener.

ally include the first laid egg of the season by each duck. The
shell of a duck's egg is much stronger than a hen's egg, and is

coated over with a mucous substance which immediately dries

after being deposited, causing the eggs to have something of a

greasy appearance. Occasional!}' one will be found with this

mucous substance lacking, presenting a rough surface; such

should be rejected, for they are imperfect; generally the shell is

very tender, and they will, if used, only break and foul the

others.

For incubators, we always select hens that will accommodate

themselves to our wants. We generally select some of the Asiat-

ics, for although they are heavy and may break an egg or kill a

duckling occasionally, they are quiet and will sit wherever we
desire to have them. In leaving the nest and returning to it they

are very careful, and we have lost less eggs by them than by the

lighter and more active kinds. If an egg has a perfect shell,

whether it be hen's or duck's, no hen is heavy enough to break it

by her weight. Let any one try the experiment, and he will find

*No. 29, page 34-", 26th line from the top, "passing upward " should be
" pressing upward."

that it will take more than the heft of ten hens to break an egg if

placed on straw, hay, or anything suitable for a nest. Eggs in

ihe nest are always broken by concussion, and a restless hen will

break more than a heavy one. I find Dorkings, Plymouth Rocks,

and some others also good, yet they will sometimes jjrove to be

contrary. Some hens are apparently nervous, and are always in-

clined to be poking the eggs around with their beaks. This has led

to the mistaken idea that " Hens turn their eggs every day," when

the fact is they never intentionally turn their eggs, nor is it neces-

sary that the eggs should be turned. We always assign separate

apartmcnis to our sitting hens, and never set them on the ground.

We use coops, either single or with partitions, so that each hen is

by herself. The nest is made in some low box of suitable size,

(round ones preferred,) by putting a quantity of ashes in the

bottom which have been previously sprinkled with a liquid disin-

fectant containing carbolic acid. A suitable powdered disinfect-

ant would be equally as good.

A proper nest of fine hay or straw is made on the ashes, and

the box is placed in the coop with one or more false eggs, and the

hen put on at night. When she settles down to business, from

nine to twelve eggs are given her, according to the season and her

size. If early, and cold nights are common, care should be taken

not to put under too many. During the period of incubation

each hen is taken from her nest once a d.iy. Don't deceive Tour-

self with the idea that the closer the hen sits the better. If the

weather is cold she must be off only a few minutes at a time, but

if extremely hot she may be off one-half of the time with impu-

nity. Even in moderate weaiher we have known hens to leave

their nests for twenty four hours at a time with no bad effect. Of

course this last case should be avoided, but it and other facts

prove that, under favorable circumstances,, eggs are capable of

resisting many obstacles that would seem to tend to their de-

struction.

The yard adjoining the sitting hens is supplied with food and

fresh water, the former consisting principally of our favorite

scalded mush, yetAvhole grain is also given sparingly. The earlh

is kejit loosened and affords a good opportunity for the dust bath

which each hen is sure to improve. In case we are occupied away

from the yard during the day, the hens are taken off' either before

breakfast or before dinner, and will generally be found on their

nests after our meal is over. Newly set bens will need to be

shown the right nest for a few days, but they soon learn their

own quarters and voluntarily return to them. Whenever the nest

or eggs have become fouled by broken eggs or otherwise, a thor-

ough cleaning is imperative ; such eggs should be soaked a few

minutes in tepid water, washed, and returned to the nest; this

answers the same purpose as sprinkling them, and wc prefer

"dipping," or "immersion," to "sprinkling," in this case.

Some of the above hints are contrary to general expressed ideas,

but they are in accordance with facts, and will apply to the man-

agement of eggs for hatching of other kinds as well as ducks.

P. S.—We would like to hear suggestions regarding the breed-

ing and management of ducks, through the Fanciers' Jouknal,

from any experienced party. Also, would be glad to have proper

questions asked relating to the same, whenever points of interest

are omitted by the writer. J. Y. B.

NO POSTAL CARDS ANSWERED.
Dayton, Ohio, Aug. 22.

To ihe Editor of the Journal: ,

During the last week I have written to two fanciers about some

Light Brahma fowls, which I desired to purchase. I have received

no answers from them. The only reason I can assign for it is,

that possibly I have overreached the laws of business etiquette

(as understood by poultrymen) in sending my communication on

the only thing I had convenient at the time, viz : a postal card.
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I liaye also read several advertisements containing this bit of

information :
" No postal cards answered." Are poultry

fanciers, as a class, so much superior to the average business man
that a postal card shocks their exalted sense of propriety, or are

they so overrun with orders that they can afford to discriminate

between the one on a postal card and the scaled onel

In my business we are only too glad these hard times to get an

order for a buggy or a wagon, on a postal card ; and we have not

yet reached that height of independence (or impudence) which

enables us to inform our customers upon what they shall write
;

and I have yet to see the man, from the President of these United

States down, (poultry fanciers excepted,) that refuses to do business

or receive orders on a postal card.

" No postal cards answered." Indeed ! Why don't these " fine

haired " gentlemen state in what shape they will receive their com
munications'? lexpect a yellow envelope would be offensive to some

of their refined tastes. I suggest to some of them that they

advertise " None but white envelopes (white denotes purity

received," or " No communications received unless done up in a

band box."

I am yet an amateur and likely to stay one, as I find the atmos

phere in which these kid gloved fanciers live and move, too pure

and holy to contain a sin cursed, postal card tainted human like

myself. P. Card

REPLY TO " COGNOSCENTE."
I learn from the response of Cog.,' that I have been misinformed

in regard to the Poultry Bulletin being an " organ," or the prop-

erty of American Poultry Association. Having understood in

conversation with some fanciers, that " Associated Fanciers"

meant " Am. P. Assoc," I made my remarks with that under-

standing, and asked the question "who would be responsible," &c.,

in order to learn the ex.tct situation of affairs if the magazine in

question xoas the property of said association, and if /( should

not be a remunerative investment ; while my intentions were

good, I find I have erred in that point and most gracefully

acknowledge the same.

Since "Cognoscente" signs himself as "one who knows," it

may not be improper to ask a few more questions for the benefit

of the poultry fraternity as well as myself. I see by the June

number of Bulletin, (kindly loaned me by a friend,) the following

list of officers

:

John J. Berry, President,

W. V. Clark, Secretary and Treasurer,

\Vm. H. Kirby, Business M;inagcr.

A. M. IIalsted, Edilor.

The above list may be " news " to many, as well as the fact

that "none of them are members of Am. 1'. Asso," and Young
Breeder's remark about " busting that standard," might be cor.

rectly applied and interpreted.

Was P. Williams, "Ex-Pres.," made rich by launching into

that enterprise, (The Poultry Bulletin,) did the tears roll in tor-

rents down the furrows of his face, when he saw that grand and

noble institution passing from his hands, like the " Anthems of

a gentle breezed"

Did he wonder, when he found that big hole in his right hand

pocket, what made it ? Did he pat the Bulletin on the head and

say "well done thou good and faithful servant", when he had

also found the left hand pocket empty "i

' Thou call'st me sweet and tender names,
And softly smooth my tresses,

While all the time my happy heart
Beats time to your caresses."

I have no ill will ag.ainst the officers or owners of the Bulletin,

yet it would seem more in keeping with the demand of the time.s,

if they were harmonious with, and banded in support of the Am.

P. Asso., unless they are thoroughly, convinced that said Associ-

ation is a fraud, and if it is their honest convictions that such is

the case, shoio it itp.

I for one will most heartily thank them.

Has Mr. Halsted destroyed his diploma for judging'! or hasn't

he ever received any from said Association ? Does the Associa-

tion grant diplomas for judging, to non members'? Allow me a

brief digression. In one of the numbers of the Bulletin it says:

(perhaps not in the same words,) " We have received the follow-

ing from a friend, not from any member of the Transportation

Committee." And then Mr. A. D. Warren says: " As chairman

of the Transportation Committee, &c, &c." It would seem that

there was some inconsistency in the above remarks, in other

words, Mr. H. (or the Bulletin) politely informs Mr. W., that he

lies ; now the writer has read some of the proceedings ef Am. P.

Asso., and find therein that " Mr. Warren declined," but does

not find that he was excused, or that his declination was " ap-

proved and placed on file."

There is a question of veracity existing between these gentle-

men ; and since Mr. Warren says : (see number 32 Fancieks'

JouRNAi.) " My letter in your Joornal, No. 25, gives the exact

truth of this matter, in every particular," (controversy of Herron

vs. Warren) and further says: "first, I want to be honest," it is

evident that there is a conflict of opinion or want of veracity in

the statements. Mr. Warren must not think that his " great

name" as a breeder of B. B. Reds, will protect hiin from imputa-

tions liable to be made against many of our so-called fanciers

;

and if he sends his B. B. Reds, " golden banded," (as a mark for

the judges [?]) he is not honest, any more than it would be honest

for any other breeder to place a private mark upon his fowls ; but

that is not the question.

Is Mr. Halsted right and Warren wrong, or vice versa, concern-

ing that Transportation Committee ? Out with it.

Ah ! "Cognoscente," how the writer would enjoy an easy seat to

see " Halsted vs. Warren " entered for the next act ! Remember-

ing the saying: " When Greek meets Greek then comes the tug

of war," he would recline in an easy posture, cock his legs on the

table, laugh, puff, and grow fat, even in this canine weather, to

see the fun proceed, " honesty vs. honesty," " then comes the tug

of war."

Can't you induce "Ed. P. Bulletin" to give us this act, we

won't grumble, won't even whisper, if necessary, but be as quiet

as possible, sitting with that calm composure indicative of the

wisdow of an owl and the knowledge of a Young
Breeder.

Innumerable questions loom np before us, but for the present

I will tax your patience no longer.

Now, " Cognoscente," meeting with no obstructions when the

little family circle quietly proclaimed "another sinner come to

light," I was not born with an interrogating nose, but have al-

ways believed in this free and enlightened country that there was

no harm in simply asking questions; this has prompted me to put

to you the questions which I have in this " reply ;" if I have again

erred in some statements, shall be only too happy to apologize in

as gentlemanly a manner as possible ; and tender you my sincere

thanks for correcting my first article "Out with it."

Let us bear in mind that " to err is human but to love divine."

QOILIBET.
»--•

The following "Owed to Lake Oniary," is worth preserving :

"Green ar' thy waters, green as bottle-glass

—

Behold em' stretcht thar?

Fine muskalonges and Oswego bass

Is oft'n katched thar.

Thar the red Injin once took his delights,

Fisht, fit, and bled.

Now, most of the inhabitants is white.

And narry red
!"
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SWANS.
The nest of the swan, says Mr. H. R. Hobertsou, is a thick

and nither untidy mass of sticks, rccds, flngs, and rushes. From
the fact of the birds naturally preferring the most secluded

spots by the water, wo

more often find a

swan's nest on a.small

island than on either

hank of the river; the

t.sicr beds are perha])b

the localities most fa-

vored by them. 'I'he

eggs are six or eight

in number, and arc

hatched in five or si.\

weeks. The youn-

birds are termed cyg-

nets, and are covered

with a grayish brown

plumage, which is not

entirely lost till the

beginning of the third

year. Though the

swan is, iu general, veiy gentle .md nioftens,ive, the male hiid wi

cygnets are very young, one or two of them will sometimes climb

up on to their mother's back, who never sails along more proudly

than when her dusky brood is thus cradled between her snowy
wings. Swans do not breed until they are several years old, and

they mate strictly in

pairs : the technical

terms for the m ale and

female are cob and

pen. The cob, or male,

has a thicker neck and

a larger berry at the

base of the bill than

the pen, or female ; he

also swims more buoy-

antly, from having

more volume of lungs.

Maturity in both cob

and pen is shown by

the size of the berry

and the depth of the

orange color of the bill.

Taking swan's eggs

from the nest, and cer-

tain other birds,' was an offence severely dealt with in England in

defend the nest with great courage, and advance to the onset with
j

old times. We find, in an act of Henry VII, that " no manner of
rufHed pinions and every demonstration of anger; nor is it, from

|

person, of what condition or degree he bee, take or cause to be
its muscular powers, an antaL;oni-^t to be despised. While the : taken, be it upon his owne ground, or any other mans, the egges of
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fawcon, goshawk, laners, or swans, out of the nest, upon paine of

imprisonment of a yere and a day, and fine at the Icings wil, the

one halfe thereof to the Icing and the other half unto the owner

of the ground where the egges were so talcen."

The swan feeds on aquatic weed.=!, the spawn of fish, and coarse

grass growing by the sides of the water ; it is furnished with a

gizzard of extraordinary muscular power, which enables it to

grind the weeds, however fibrous, to a pulp.

All writers on the subject agree that the swan is very long

lived, some saying that it attains thirty years, while others assert

that it sometimes survives a century.

" Man comes and tills the earth and lies beneath.
And after many a summer dies the swan."

The particular species that is the subject of the present article

is often semi-domesticated on lakes and ornamental waters, and

is known as the tame or mute swan

—

Ci/gnus olor of the ornitholo-

gists. It is said not to have been orignally a native of the British

islands, but is found in the eastern portions of Europe and the

adjacent parts of Asia, where inland seas, vast lakes, and exten-

sive morasses afford it a congenial home. In Siberia and some

parts of Russia it is common, and it abounds on the shores of the

Caspian Sea. It is doubtful when this most elegant bird was in-

troduced into Great Britain, where it is such a universal favorite.

Wild swans may be often observed flying in a wedge-like form

high in air, but they very rarely settle. This species, Cygnusfens,

is neither so large nor so graceful as the tame swan.

For its value as an article of food, the swan is now almost

entirely disregarded. Two or three are still fattened every

Christmas time for Windsor Castle, where, in accordance with

old usage, they make their regular appearance on the royal table.

On only one occasion have we ourselves ever had the opportunity

of proving the taste of our ancestors in the matter, and we are

inclined to class the royal bird along with the royal fish, the

sturgeon, as really inferior in flavor to many a plebeian dish. In

color "the flesh is extremely dark, and if we may speak from our

solitary experience, we should describe it as somewhat dry and

decidedly coarse in fiber ; the bird in question was a young one,

which had been carefully fattened, and kept till tender after being

killed.

—

Scientific American.

(From Journal of Horticulture.)

THE EXHIBITION DORKING.-NO. 13.

BT T. C. B0ENELL.

WHITE DORKINGS.

These are the great favorites in all country places, their

snowy plumage and coral combs never showing to greater advan-

tage than when contrasting with the green of a country meadow.

They do not do well, however, for a large town, as their bright

plumage very soon becomes soiled.

A White Dorking's comb must be rose-shaped (double), firmly

fixed on the head, and without any tendency to lop on one side.

A single comb is a disqualification, but is now rarely or never seen.

The ear-lobe, as in all Dorkings, should be red, and feet white.

The legs and feet are frequently found of a pinkish tinge, but

white is the proper color for the legs of a Dorking. The color

of the feathers should be a bright spotless white, and it is here

where the dilBcuIty occurs, as so many birds show a yellow tinge

in their plumage. Many birds will moultout white, but if ex-

posed to the influence of the sun will rapidly turn yellow. The
cocks especially will become yellow on the hackle and saddle

;

their feathers, being brigliter in color, are more prone to absorb

the sun's rays. Some cocks will keep much purer in color than

others, and, for breeding, we must be careful to select birds with

this peculiarity in addition to their possessing a good comb and

all the Dorking characteristics. Yellow beaks and toe nails

should be avoided, as clearly showing a cross.

White Dorkings are not very great favorites with the show
community, owing to the great difficulty found in keeping them
white and clean enough for the show pen. As soon as the sun

attains any power the cocks to be shown are better kept out of

the sun, or their plumage will soon becon)e tanned; but with every

care, white birds occasionally require washing before exhibition.

The simplest plan for washing fotvls is to fill a large crockery-

pan or tin vessel with about 8 inches of warm soft water, to souse

the bird well in it, and wash thoroughly with a soft sponge and

white curd soap till the dirt is all out ; then pour in fresh water

and wash out the soap, and remember that as long .is any soap

remains the feathers will never web properly. After rinsing-

thoroughly, squeeze out as much water as possible. The bird

should be lightly and quickly dried with a soft Turkish towel,

and then be placed on some clean straw to dry. . Each bird should

be placed in a separate basket before a bright fire or in the sun,

and in about twelve liours they should be quite dry and beautifully

white. Sour milk is a capita! thing to remove sunburn—that is,

if the yellow tinge is caused by the sun and is not natural to the

feathers.

White fowls should not be allowed to eat maize, or, as I have

before stated, it will be very dificult to keep the plumage white.

The best dust-bath for them is a heap of white drift sand or road

grit.

The eggs are generally white in color, but Mr. Cresswell in-

forms me that some birds of his well-known strain lay pink eggs,

and these must certainly look very pretty on the bi-eakfast-table.

The chicks when hatched out should be of a yellowish-white

color.

" IN THE GOOD GREEN "WOOD."

To the lovers of nature the wild mountains have peculiar and

unfading charms. In summer, deep carpeted with moss and

radiant with the bloom of Rhododendron and Azalia, there is

about them a mysterious beauty seen no where else. In winter

cedar and pine are columns of silver, and the pillared rocks are

turned to marble monuments, standing perhaps by the graves of

red hunters, who have perished long ago. Hunting the wild

deer all through the autumn evenings till

—

" Many a night I saw the Pleiads, rising thro' the mellow shade,

Glitter like a swarm of fire-flies tangled in a silver braid."

—

I could understand why the Swiss is in love with the Alps,

and the Gael with the Highlands. Returning after a long day's

hunt on the mountains through the gloom of the night to his

lonely camp by the w.iter, the hunter may hear the scream of the

puma in the laurel, and the mocking laugh of the owl in the pine,

yet wrapped in his blanket before his camp fire, his slumbers are

none the less sound though he knows that the king of the moun-

tains is abroad. Your hunter, too, is a naturalist in his way
,

were he not familiar with the habits of the animals around him

his labors would bring him no returns. He knows that during

the month of September the bucks are only to be found on the

highest ground, hardening their horns in the sun, and rubbing ofl'

the " velvet" on the pines and the rocks. That during this time

thej' are very quiet, seldom going far from the mountain summits.

That at the beginning of winter the males fight fiercely among
each other, and pursue the females night and day over the moun-

tains and through the valleys ; that the fern, the moss, and the

laurel are the principal food of the deer in winter; that the young

are concealed by the mother, and are scentless ; being thus secure

from the teeth of hound, or wolf, or cougar until they are old

enough to save themselves by flight.

J. M. McCanbt.
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pIQEOjJ DEpi^F^JIVIE|\lT.

PIGEON RACE FROM LOCK HAVEN TO NEW
YORK.

New York, Aug. 25, 1876.

Mr. Editor:

Our pigeon race from Lock Haven cameoflFon Friday, the 18th

of this month. Our seven birds were tossed by Professor Kaub,

at 7 o'clock, A. M. The weather was not favorable, the wind being

partly against them all the day. Besides the weather was change-

able, being partly clear and jmrtly cloudy. Also, our birds did

not make good time, and only for their superior qualities, and

their numerous courses which they flew during the summer, no

doubt some of them would have been lost. The bird who

arrived first was my blue cock, Jupiter, Jr. He lighted on the

top of my loft at 2 o'clock, and my son, who was watching the

arrival of Mr. Waefelaer's birds, as Mr. Waefelaer was in the

country, sent me word in a message by one of my pigeons, that

at 2.07 two of his five birds aiTived together. My son staid at Mr.

Waefelaer's until .3 o'clock, and at that time his three others had

not arrived. As Mr. Waefelaer only came home from the coun-

try on the Monday following, I did not know if all his birds were

home, but on Tuesday I received a letter from him, in which he

informed me that all his birds had arrived safely at home.

My bird Andrew Jackson, who generally was one of the first to

come home, cam-j only the following day at about 9 o'clock. So

that our seven birds are all safe yet, and have done as well and

better than we could have expected.

We are just commencing to train our young birds now, .ind

will fly them during September as far as Easton or Scranton. I

should wish some of our Philadelphia friends would put up some
young birds against some of our stock, so as to have a few friendly

contests together for any small prize they wish, as we want it to

be understood that it is more for pleasure and amusement than

for high strikes we want to fly our birds.

Yours truly, John Van Opstal.

,^»_,

JOTTINGS.

KEEP A SCEAP-BOOK.

Pigeon keepers would derive pleasure and profit from the prac-

tice of keeping a "scrap-book," devoted exclusively to pigeons and
kindred subjects. If you have loose numbers of poultry or

pigeon papers (especially The Fanciers' Jouknal,) which are

consecutive, by all means have them bound—do not mutilate

them.

But if there are odd numbers of such periodicals lying about the

house, which have been sent you gratuitously, or as specimen

copies, or which are the only ones of neglected files that have

escaped destruction or sale at spring-cleaning, provided you are

interested in pigeons solely, the best way to utilize them is to cut

out the articles on pigeons, and paste them into a book. Occa-

sionally there are paragraphs in the newspapers which would

properly have a place in a pigeon scrap-book. It is likely you
will be surprised to see how the contents grow. If passages of

similar interest are encountered in your general reading, they

may be copied upon letter-paper and posted neatly by the side of

the cuttings ; or a separate blank-book may l)e used for this pur-

pose. Letters of coun.sel and condolence from brother fanciers,

the contents of which have a bearing upon the treatment of your

birds, might be placed in the book. An index may be started in

the first place, and regularly posted, so as to keep pace with the

additions. Portions of the book may be reserved for certain

branches of the subject, or certain varieties of pigeons. If yon

keep no other memorandum book, you may enter original notes

and comments. In a short time your book will be a compendium

of knowledge and suggestions about pigeons. P. B.

HOMING PIGEON.
" A physician in the Isle of Wight b.as found the Homing

pigeon to be of great service to him in his country practice. At
every village through which he passes, and when his last patient

therein is seen, he writes a list of prescriptions for that village,

affixes it to the leg of a Homing pigeon, and despatches it to his

house. Says the physician in a letter to a country paper :
" By

this means, either a country carrier is intercepted starting home-

ward from our market town, and the medicine is delivered by him

on that very evening, or my chemist is enabled, hour by hour to

see his work ahead of him, and forestall his dispensing necessities."

"P. B."

1 JE|W S.

Scandal.—It was the saying of an old acquaintance of ours,

when his attention was called to anything that had a smacking of

scandal in it, " I have so much to do that I cannot hear it. One

half of my time is taken up with my own business, the other half

with letting alone thut of my neighbors."

How many excellent opportunities of letting alone other

people's busines are slighted, and the world is troubled with the

interference of peoplewith what does not concern them. Neighbor-

hoods are driven crazy by reports of idle or mischievous people

who watch for occasions of scandal, and lose no opportunity of

making it public, regardless of its truth, or of the injury it inflicts

upon the feelings of others. Gossip passes for fact, and surmise

for history.
•--•

Prepaking fob Winter.—The ingenuity of Chinamen in what

is called " making shift" is proverbial, and many a housewife who

thought herself apt at expedients, has been taught a useful lesson

by John. If Miss Ophelia could only step into the kitchen of any

of our restaurants and see the quantities of provisions cooked by

Chinamen in oyster cans and other unlikely culinai'y implements,

her heart would be delighted. Just give one of them who "savies"

a frying pan, a big boiler and a coffee pot, turn him loose in a

kitchen and he will, if he chooses, produce a meal for a president.

Any one who wants to see how ready they are for emergencies can

do so by going to the burnt districts of Virginia and inspecting

some of the buildings put up by them since the fire. It is well-

known that they are the most industrious of scavengers and never

pass by an old tin can as being unfit for some useful purpose.

Some of them are now drawing on their supplies for building pur-

poses. They use big oil cans, filling them with earth and build-

ing them into walls, which are covered with boards or cans as either

may be easiest obtained. John may be a heathen and doomed to

all kinds of torture in another world, but in this he can teach

many who look upon him with contempt, a useful lesson in mak-

ing much of little.— Gold Hill News.
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EDITORIAL DEPABTMEJYT.
FOWLS THAT AKE MOnLTING,

As most old birds are, just at this time, are of course unfit for

marketing. This fact is not generally appreciated. But the

moulting process is a species of skin disease, with domestic poul-

try; that is to say—during the weeks that the old plumage is

dropping away, and the time that the new feathering is forming,

the fowls' flesh is in a fevered condition, in consequence of the

death and slow departure of the previous year's coating.

At such a period, the older fowls are quite unfit for the table,

though thousands of such birds are kept by their owners up to

this natural change in the fowls' life—which succeeds the laying

of their final annual litier of eggs, usually—and are then killed

off, because they are commonly at such time in good condition,

apparently.

If these older birds are to be slaughtered at all, they should be

killed before the moult commences, or they should be kept over to

cold weather, or until their new feathering is fully out. This

may be decided upon by taking your fowls from the roost at

night, and examining the skin. If the body \s covered with blue-

shafted " pin-feathers," such birds ought to be kept till Novem-
ber or December, before killing. If these pin-feathers have not

yet begun to show themselves, then the bird may be properly used

for marketing.

With fall chickens, the case is somewhat different, though it is

dependent upon their age. Usually, by October the spring chicks'

first moult is completed, and the pin-feathering is non est upon
their bodies. But, in either case, if there be a show of this, upon
examination, birds should not be killed, for eating. These pin-

feaihers may be scalded off, or picked out, through careful pluck-

ing. But no one who knows anything about the above facts will

ever choose a chicken in market for food whose skin is covered

with these offensive blue, dead-blood-fillcd feather-shafts, and no
poultryman should ever kill a bird to offer for eating, young or

old, that is going through its moult.

Cof\F^ESpO|y!DE|^CE.

Tadnton, Mass., Aug. 14th, 1876.
Fancieks' Journal:

Dear Sir :—I have two liglit Brahma cockerels that measure

from the tips of their toes to the tips of their bills, three feet one

inch and a half. Also, three pullets, same hatching, all four

months old the first of August, that measure two feet ten and
three-fourths inches. Tlie.so chicks came from the chicks that
took the first, second, third, and special premiums at Providence,
R. I., February, 1876. Can any one come up to this ?

Yours truly, J. E. AVilmakth.

New Youk, Aug. 24, 1876.
Jas. M. Wade, Esq :

I have a pair of silver heard Tumblers, five weeks old and are

still being fed by the old pair.

One of these young birds is continually feeding a young com-
mon pigeon of the same age. Is this a rare case or not 1

By answering through the " Journal " you will oblige.

Yours truly, X. 0. P.

Findlay, Ohio, Aug. 23, 1876.
Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir.—Will you or some of your many readers inform me
through the Journal, the proper manner to care for an eagle, and

will he want any extra care during the moulting season ? Has
been captured about a year, been fed mostly on wild game since

being captured, is in fine condition and commencing to moult his

feathers a little. Yours truly,

Jas. Denison.

sciionnt schpkoagle again.

Meisdek Vade :

Soomdime ago soom veller bids me hardt apoud dot Schirafe

pisness, bud he dond pud his audograf behint his ardigle, so I

dondvint out'd who id is. I haf do rebly, howefer, or id puds me
in a bat bredig.ament mit te reaters of te Schouknal. I bed I

yuse him ub so he dond coom ad me agane preddy soon.

How is id iv te Schirafe is blendy as mools? Is id a den tou-

sand tollar peast den 1 You bed id is only nod how dis veller

means. You hafe to gife a man den tousand toUars do dake one,

und den you dond ged rit of agreadmany. Ids a whideelefand

on a man's hands, id dond vork und id cads ids heat ov in a shord

dime. How you like id iv id runs vildt in dis coundry und

prowse aroundt on te dree dops, und ead dera all ub ? What you

dink is te resuld ? Vy dis coundry pecomes a gread des»rd, und

you dond pe aple to raise noding on id bud sandt vlies und mos-

kedoes. In te Agademy ov Nadural Sienses you vindt a skeledon

ov an exdinct lizart, vicb beads te Schirafe all do bieces ; id bulls

a dree town und eads te dop or. Dot is a Schersey rebdile.

You know how dese vellers ged so long 1 Dey dond alvajs pe

so long. You see te coundry geds parren, und te basdure all

tries ub gratually in a vew tousand years, und ven te grass is

gedding scharse, de dallest vellers is eading te pushes und

schdretching ids neck und schdanting on dib does do ead te low-

esd limbs on te drees, und den you see all de shord vons vad cand

reach ub und ged soomding to ead is gonsdantly schtarfed oud

und efery scheneration geds a liddle daller undil id eads te dree

dops esy. Yu dake a lod ov scheeb und ben dem ub mit a dall

vence, so de long legget vons can yoost schump ofer und ged

soom basdure. Iv de shord legget vons cand ged ofer dey

schtarfe und iv you gondinue dis egsberimend und keeb making

dot vence a liddle daller efery dime you hafe in de gourse ov dime

a long legget preed ov scheeb. Id is doo egsdreemly hod to tis-

cus de sciendific asbecd ov dis gwesdion, bud we know id alvays

dakes money do puy a niool, bud if Schiraffs is blendy as mools,

und is no longer a guriosidy you cand gife von avay. Maype

dot veller beddcr ax me soom more hardt gwesdions. I bed you

I an'd afraidt. Yoors drooly,

SCHONNT SCHPROAGLE.
VlLLTTELFY.
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WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this ttepartment Tcspeclfutly solicitedfrom all.

—Don't live in a cross street if you want your wife and children

to be good natured.

—" Kapid transit " bein^ the order of the day, a Philadelphia

dentist adopted as liis trade mark, "Teeth extracted while you
wait"!

—Hope for the hungry. At one of the cheap hash hou.ses in

New York, can he seen ilie following notice, "[C^ A bucket full

of dinner for a quarter "
!

—A buzzard flying around with a bell on is puzzling the Vir-

ginians.— Timis.

A bell without a buzzard is puzzling the Pliiladelphians.

—There are signs of a reaction in favor of punning.

—

Star.

Then according to Dr. Johnson, pocket-books are in greater
danger than ever.

—It is rumored that silks are going up 20 per cent, ere long.

—

Prras.

It is time ; 20 per cent, of them have been down on the pave-
ment for a long while.

—The Countess of DufTerin is a better lady than she is a yacht.—Ex.
We could tell more about that were we to see each of them

" Scudding under bare poles."

—The question, What nationality owns the North Pole ? is

gravely discussed by Vliamhers' Junrnai.—Sun.

Uncle Sam caii soon settle that. Let him run up the star-

spangled banuor on it, and you will soon see who owns the North
pole!

—Ho wanted to buy a coat, and Perry wanted to sell him one.
" That is not quite what I want," said the customer, " but some-
thing like that."—If you want something like that," said P., " this

is as near like it as you can possibly buy."

He bought

!

—It is not, unfortunately, generally known that in the case of

fire in buildings containing horses, if the harness be merely put
on, however roughly, the horses will quit the stables. A knowledge
of this fact may be the means of saving many a valuable animal
from a horrible death.

—The unpaid orchestra of the Offenbach Garden, Philadelphia,

refused to play, and the performance was suspended. The mana-
gers returned the money to the audience, and the majority of two
hundred deadheads ijresented themselves with the others and took
the cash.

—

Pliila. Tunes.

All but the money and the cash—true.

—It mny not be generally known that the eagle, raven, swan,
and parrot are each centennarians. An eagle kept in Vienna, died
after a confinement of 114 years, and in an ancient oak in Shel-
borne, England, still known as the "raven tree," thesame pair of
ravens are believed to have fi.xed their residence for a series of
more than ninety years. Swans upon the river Thames, about
whose age there can be no mistake—since they are nnnually
picked by the Vintners' Company, under whose keeping they have
been for five centuries—have been known to survive 1 50 years and
more.

—Captain J W. White, of the Eevenue Marine Service, makes
a favorable report of Alaska, saying that vegetation is luxuriant,
the Yucon river navigalde for 1,400 miles, the .seal fisheries pract-
ically inexhaustible, and the minerals enormously valuable. In-
cidentally he tells the story of fishing oflF Sitka: "I had a barrel

of Pugent Sound clams salted for me fcr bait. I took my lead
line, as large as my thumb, attached five hooks above the lead,
with a clam on each, and fastened to the davit; soon the bites

—

one, two, three and often five^were often felt. I threw the line

over the pulley, and put four men to pull, and up would come
two, three and sometimes five cod, weighing thirty to forty pounds
apiece. We had out about twenty lines, and caught 250 tish in

two hours."

—Electroplating of Leavks, Insects, etc.—A new and
improved method of metallization of organic substances, so as to

fit them for receiving galvanic di'posits, has been devised by M.
Cazeneuve. It is both more rapid and more safe for the operator
than the ordinary way. The nitrate of silver which serves for the
metallization is dissolved in wood spirit, by which means a thorough

impregnation of the object is obtainable. After maceration (more
or less) the object is dried through rapid agitation, but while still

moist it is submitted to a saturated solution of ammonia gns, and
thus is formed a double nitrate of silver and ammonia, easily re-

ducible. Drying is then completed at a mild temperature, and
the object is then suspended in mercurial vapors and completely
meuillized in a few minutes. By this *nethod, the author says,

he has obtained a layer of copper on leaves, flowers, insects, etc.

—

<ScienliJic American.

—Peeping Frogs.—It is well for nil people in the country to
know the difference between "peeping" and "croaking" frogs.

Among the first and most noticeablftof the sjtring sounds that
come to us from the neighborhood of the ponds and streams is

the voice of the peeping frog; and this little creature will well re-

pay one's atftntion. It is commonly thought to be the young of
the bullfrog; but this is not so ; it seems to be a distinct variety of
the frog family. Ue makes himself heard in the spring as soon as

the ice has melted, and is most musical during the evening. You
will find him sitting among the old brown grasses and leaves at

the edge of the water ; and, as soon as he bears your footfall, down
he flattens himself, and you would easly mistake him for a brown
leaf; but, trusting to your ears and not eyes, 3'ou soon will see

this little brown leaf cautiously rise up, swell its little throat to

half the sizeof its body, and give a "peep" shrill enough to leave no
doubt as to what makes that sound. These frogs are, when sit-

tinir, about an inch long, and vary in color from a light to very
dark brown. They are easily caught ; and by putting them in a
wide-mouthed bottle covered with thin muslin, and placing this

uiuler a hat, or in any place away from the light, they will con-
tinue their peeping for some time.

—BuNEiTii the Waves.—All parts of the bottom of the
ocean are not barren wastes of sand or mud, lying in a darkness
that no light penetrates. There are jjorlions as beautiful as a gar-
den, though no hand but their Creator's has cultivated them.
They are the oases of the sea. One such spot is thus described
by a diver :

One of my expeditions was among the silver banks of the An-
tilles, the lovelest place I ever saw, where the white coral grows
into curious, tree-like shapes. As I stepped along the bottom, it

seemed as if I were in a frosted forest. Here and there trailed

long fronds of green and crimson seaweed. Silver-bellied fish

flished about among the deep-brown and purple sea-ferns, which
rose high as my head.

Far as I could see all round in the transparent water were dif-

ferent-colored leaves, and on the floor piles of shells so bright in

color that it seemed as if I had stumbled on a place where they
kept a stock of broken rainbows.

I could not work for a bit, and had a quarter determination to

sit down for a while and wait for a mermaid. I guess if those
sea girls hive anywhere, they select that spot.

After walking the inside out of half an hour, I thought I had
better go to work and blast for treasure. A little bit on from
where I sat were the remains of a treasure-ship. It was a Brit-

isher, I think, and corals had formed all about what was left of
her. The coral on the bottom and round her showed black spots.

That meant a deposit of either iron or silver. I made fairly good
hauls every time I went down, and sold one piece I found to Bar-
num, of New York.

—Mimicry as a Means of Defence. The walking-stick

insects, as they are called, in their turn imitate in the skeleton-

like structure of their bodies the appearance of dried twigs, and
it is a singular fact that even in their awkward ungainly manner
of walking, the resemblance to the chance movements of twigs
is clearly preceptible, the mimicry being rendered more realistic

through tins latter phase. Then, aUo, we find certain harmless
groups of moths imitating closely the outward appearance of
species of stinging bees and hornets. And one remark ible case

of mimicry is the well known instance of some perfectly inodor-

ous South American butterflies, which perfectly reproduce the

external appearance of other butterflies which emit a most offen-

sive odor ; the reason assigned for this latter phase of mimicry be-

ing the very feasible one that the inodorous forms are protected

from the attacks of birds by their resemblance to their strong

smeUing neighbors. As a last instance of this curious phase of

animal organization, we may note the example furnished by those

curious little fishes, the hippocamai, or sea-horses—so named
from the obvious resemnlance of the form of the head to that of

a horse—the body of which becomes covered with long streamers

of certain kinds of seaweed ; so that, when these fishes rest amid
the seaweed-covered nooks of their marine grottoes, the presence

of their streamers serves to render detection by their enemies no
easy matter.
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—Can Bines CoNVEnsE ?—Br. Charles C. Abbott cites the
the following occurrence to show that birds possess some mode of
conveying ideas to one another. In the spring of 1872 a pair of
catbirds were noticed carrying materials for a nest to a patch of
blackberry-briers hard by. To test their ingenuity, Dr. Abbott
took a long, narrow strip of muslin, too long for one bird con-
veniently to carry, and placed it on the ground in such a position
as to be seen by the bird when searching for material. In a few.

moments, one of the catbirds spied the strip and endeavored to

carry it off; but its length and weight, however he took hold of
t—and he tried many times—impeded his flight, and, after long
worrying over it, the bird flew off for assistance. In a few
moments he relurm d with his mate, and then, standing ne:ir the
strip they appeared to hold n conxuli alion. The chirping, twittering,

murmuring, and occasional ejaculations, were all unfiiistakable.

In a few moments these all ceased and the work commi'need.
Each took hold of the muslin strip, at about the same distance
in each case from the ends, and taking flight simultaneously, bore
it away. Soon there was much jabbering at the nest : the birds

could not agree how to use the strip, and it was finally abundoned

;

but so, too, was the nest, and the birds left the neighborhood.

—The Afternoon of the Year—When the Swallows
Homeward Fly.—In these later days of summer (says the Hart-
ford T^imcs) many of our singing birds whose voices have been
silent dnring most of tlie season, have resumed their pleasant
songs. The melody of tlje brown thrush is heard again in the
copses, the robin's song is renewed, the driole's mellow note again
resounds in the orchard the little finch called the yellow-bird
times his song to the swinging motion of his flight, and even
April's blue-bird is beard again.

But it is the afternoon of the year: a still, slumberous scene, in

which the dry locust's song seisms only a shriller note in the uni-
versal droning cadence of the myriad insect choir in the grass.
An afternoon in the country is full of the story of the waning sea-

son. Lying motionless in the orchard, one hears at times the
thump of some ripe apple, that falls from the effect of its own
ripeness.

On the fences, and on the telegraph wire, the swallows gather
in hundreds—young ones, doubtless, who seem to be receiving
certain instructions from the old birds, a number of whom are
seen flying up and down the long, crowded line, and busily im-
parting something to the watchful crowd, possibly information of
the fact that they must not e.Npect to remain here in the north,
but must get ready to follow them— the old birds—when, on some
one of these fine niL'hts, they take their dark and silent flight to

the southland, and leave the world to winter and to us who stay.

They arc the first to go, of all our migratory birds. And they
go so early—usually by the close of August—that they leave be-
hind them much of the summer warmth and beauty, which is to

remain with us for a long time yet.

—The Tamed II[jmming Bird.—Mr. Webber, in his " Wild
Scenes and Song Birds," says :

"After several unsuccessful attempts, at last I succeeded in se-

curing an uninjured captive, which, to my inexpressible delight,

proved to be one of the ruby throated species, the most splendicl

and diminutive that comes north of Florida. It immediately
suggested itself to me that a rai.\ture of two parts of loaf-sugar
with one of fine honey, in ten of water, would make about the near-
est approach to the nectar of flowers.

"While my sister ran to prepare it, I gradually opened my hand
to look at my prisoner, .and saw, to my no little amnsemcnt, as

well as suspicion, that it was actually 'playing possum'—feigninc:

to be dead,
_
most skillfully. It lay on my open palm motionless

for some minutes, during which I watched it in breathless curiosi-

ty. I saw it gradually open its bright little eyes to peep whether
the w^ay was clear, and then close them slowly as it caught my eye
upon it.

" But when the manufactured nectar came, and a drop was
touched upon the pointof its bill itcame to life very suddenly, and,
in a moment, was on its legs, drinking with eager gusto of the
refreshing draught, from a silver teaspoon.

" When sated it rel'used to take any more, and sat perched with
the coolest self-composure on my finger, and plumed itself quite .as

artistically as if on its favorite spray. I was enchanted with the
bold, innocent confidence with which it turned up its keen eyes to

survey us, as much as to say, ' Well, good folks, who are you ?'

" By the next day it would come from any part of either room,
alight upon the side of a white china cup containing the mixture,
and drink eagerly, with its long bill thrust into the very base. It

would alight on my fingers, and seem to talk with us endearingly
in soft chirps."

S|WALL PeJ DEfA,F^TI«ENT
AND YOUNG FOLES^ CORNER.

{For Fanciers' Journal.)

zoo NOTES, NO. 28.

BY HDON.

The Leech UJiruclinn sangvisnga).

Scene in (he Zoolorjical Garden, Fai'rmount Park. Grampy and
Jenchen seated under one of Gov. John Penn's umbrageous old beech

frees.]

Jenchen. " Grampy, I know what leeches are used for, but I do

not know what they are, or where they come from."

Grampy. " Well done, young naturalist I you are asking

questions already which peojjle of greater years and experience,

I think, would be unable to answer. Well, never be afraid to

ask, for if you are you will miss much in this world which it

would be well to know; and better aim at the moon, even if you
don't hit it, than never to aim at it at all. A leech, then, Jenchen,

is a red-blooded, footless, smooth-bodied annelid, or worm, having

a sucker at its posterior, and by which it can perform locomotion

or attach itself to any substance it desires to. The young leech

is reproduced from the egg, of which frorc si.x to fifteen are con-

tained in a cocoon, deposited near the edge of the water, and

hatched by the heat of the sun. The leeches live principally in

the water, though a portion of the year they rerilain entirely un-

derground ; but in July and August they are obliged by a law of

nature to come out of their hiding places, that their eggs may be

deposited in tufts of herbage, the proper place of deposit. All the

leeches—for there are a great many kinds—live at the expense of

other animals, whose blood they suck, taking in euough of the

sanguineous fluid at one meal, if they are allowed to, to last for a

whole year. Their digestion, you see, acts very slowly, and it is

a remarkable fact that the blood which the leech takes into its

stomach will remain unchanged there, red, fresh, and liquid, for

several months!

Now, Jenchen, having told you what a leech is, and given you

enough of science for your mind to digest, I will endeavor to an-

swer your second question, and perhaps enlarge upon it
—" Where

docs the leech come from 1 " Many of them are to be found in

America'; one, the Hiruds decora, is quite abundant in Pennsylva-

nia and the Middle States, where several hundred thousand are

annually employed in the medical art. Formerly leeches were to

be found in great numbers in the marshes and streams of most

countries of Europe, but so great was the demand which suddenly

sprung up for the bloodsuckers at the close of the last century,

that many of the abundant localities were exhausied ; the most

and best now come from France. That people seem particularly

partial to them, and their use among the French has been more

general than elsewhere. About the year 1830 the scarcity and

higli cost of leeches attracted the attention of a Frenchman, and

an idea came into his mind that they might be bred and kept in

farms just like any other animal for which there is a regular

market and steady demand. The idea was soon put into prac-

tice, and at this date lecch-brceding has come to be regarded in

France as an industry of great importance, while it is also carried

on to considerable extent in other parts of Europe. In one de-

partment of France, that of La Gironde, about 10,000 acres of

land have been devoted to leech-farming, which land was of but

very little value originally, but now it has risen in price sixfold,

while men's wages, which were but twenty-five cents per day be.

fore, are now one dollar per d.ny ! Women and children even

find remunerative occupations among the leech-farms. Shops

have sprung up where none before existed, and the condition of

the peasantry has generally much improved."
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Jenchen. " We have no such farms in this country, I suppose;

I should nruch like to visit one."

Onvnpy. " No, we liave none hero. With us the leech is

caught in the primitive manner. Men and boys roll up trousers-

legs and wade in the ditches and swamps for ihem. When one

is felt taking good hold of leg or ankle he is quickly stripped off

into pot, bag, or cup of the leech-hunter, and the tmp set again.

Now let us in imagination pass over to the south of France; we

will settle down near Bordeaux. Here, by the waters of the

Garonne, we find a leech-farm of about four hundred acres,

which we will examine for a moment. It is all marsh land, as

you see, divided into compartments of five or six acres in extent,

each of which can he separately inundated. The whole is sur-

rounded by a ditch eight feet wide and five feet deep. In this

enclosure can always be found from 40,000 to 50,UU0 leeches to

to the acre, and besides ihj breeding grounds there is a reservoir,

constructed in much the same manner, which contains from 30,000

to 40,000 more of the 'suckers 'of ihe largest growth; so there

is always a stock ready for the market."

Jenchen. " What do they feed upon ?
"

Grampy. Horses' legs, my dear. You see, during the cold

season the leech remains underground, quite torpid, but when the

first warm rays of spring fall upon the earth, out come myriads

of them, and then a troop of horses in proportion of ten to the

acre are turned into the breeding grounds for a leech-fctd ; to the

legs of ttese tlie leeches attach themselves and there suck their

fill. The same troop of horses remain on duty for six houi-s,

when they are sent hack to their pastures and another troop sent

in. After ten days' rest, and to regain strength, the horses are

again despatched to the leech-farm to do duty, and from about

the 1st of March to the middle of June the leeches are thus fed

about eight or ten times each month."

Jenchen. " How do they catch them 1

"

Giampij. "At the end of August the fishing for them com-

mences; but (here is something else we must know before we pro-

ceed to catcli them. In June, after having gorged themselves

with horse-blood, the leeches all go under the mud, the parks are

drained, tlie horses kept out, and the herbage allowed to grow.

In July the leeches come out to deposit their eggs in the weeds

and grass, and now there is just water enough let in to keep the

ground moist When the leeches have performed their egg laying,

to their mud-burrows they again betake themselves, leaving the

sun to do the hatching of their young, which is quickly done, and

then the parks are once more inundated, the end of August ap-

proaches, and we proceed to catch our leech. The fishers, pro-

tected bj' high boots, form a line in the pond and beat the water

with sticks, arousing the dormant leeches, who by this time

are again very hungry, and, supposing there is another lot of

liorselcgs for them to feed upon, they rush out to the fe^ist,

when they are carefully lifted into the bags which the fishers

have provided for their reception. Tliis goes on until the whole

pond is thoroughly searched, though none but the largest are

taken for the market, the young and small, as well as those

which have not digested their food, being left as stock for the

future."

Jenchen. " Do the horses suffer by being used in this manner ?
"

Grampy. "No, as in some cases horses, having been con-

demned for work, have been sold for a mere trifle to the leech-

farmer, who turned them in to his leeches, when they improved so

much that he re-sold them at quite a profit! These horses are

closely watched while the leeches are drinking their blood, and

carefully tended afterward ; and old horses whose lines, in the lat

ter part of their lives, have not been cast in pleasant places, here

find a relief from their hard knocks, long fasts, and heavy loads,

and have a " horse heaven " indeed in comparison with the experi-

ences they have undergone."

Jenchen. " What are leeches worth in the ' market,' as you call

iti"

Grampy. " In Europe they are worth $20 per pound, to which

weight there go an average of five hundred in number, and as an

establishment, such as I have described, will produce several

million leeches annually, you will see that it is something of a

business."

Jenchen. " Does France furnish the great hulk of them 1
"

Grumpy. " Yes, now she does ; but before the introduction of

the farming I have been describing she had to import fifiy million

from other parts. That many were wanted independent of her

own. productions, as Paris alone consumes some 12,000,000 leeches

annually !

"

Jenchen. " What other countries do they come from ?
"

Grampy. " When the leech-famine began to be felt, say about

the year 1800, Hungary was the first to supply, then Turkey,

then Greece, Germany, Sweden (the very best are said to come

from there), and even Algeria and Syria were ransacked for the

blood-thirsty creatures ; but now, thanks to the leech farmers of

France, there is no danger, under the usual circumstances, of a

future famine."

Jenchen. " As some physicians, Homoepathists, for instance,

refuse to order them, why must the disgusting things be used at

ain"
Grampy. "Leeches are only used by the doctors who believe

in ' letting of blood,' or bleeding, a practice which is fast going

out of use. But if doctors will bleed (besides in the pocket)

leeches afford the least painful, as well as the speediest method

of local depletion. They will generally bite with an appetite,

and a single one will draw from one quarter of an ounce to one

ounce of blood, according to the size and vigor of the sucker, and

to where it is applied "

—

Bell rings. " Come Jenchen, the

' Bell tolls the hour for retiring ;

'

besides, that's all I have to say now about leeches."

Exch]/\pJqES.

(J^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight -words de-

acribin? and offering for lixcliaime only* will be allowed at 25 ceuta

for e:Lcb and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

{I[^=*-'To KXCHANGE FOR CASU'* Or "OREKWBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or ''WANTED AN OFFER," etc , etc., cannot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exchange or Want column.
i^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

JAMES DENISON, Findlay, Ohio, will give a fine pair of Ginger

Red Game Ijantam?, hatch of '74, for a good Shy Terrier Hitch Pup. A tine

well-bred, fairly broken Orange and White English Setter, for a good Shepherd

Bitch or Dog Setter, 3 .lears, and large siise. Will exchange on account of

change in the game laws of our State.

B. IIQJI^SE, Bos 23, Allentown, N. J., will e:xchange Yellow Fans and
a fine Viiriety of Fancy and Ccmmon Piiieons, tor W. C. B. Polauds and other

fancy fowls, and Black and Red Jacobins, Partridge Cochins, and Black

African BautJims.

LOUIS ]YIli:.L£B£, 375 West Church St., Klmira. N. Y., has to ex-

change 1 very tine pair of Red Jacobins, or a YcUnw .)acobin lieu, for a first-

elites Yellow Jacobin Cock, or the three for a pair of Black or White Jacobins

and a Yellow Jacobin Cock.

JAS. H. PiaHt.l,IPS5 Coventry, N. Y., has Light Brahma, Part.

Cochin, Plvuioutb Ruck, Bro. Leghorn, and W. Faced Black Spanish Cock-

erels, to exchange for offers. Some choice exhibition birds among them.

«. DILLE iSKRtiEBi <fc SON , 69 Clifford St., Providence, R. I.,

will exchange Ferrets, White Angora and Lop-eaied Rabbits, for tirst-class

Highflyer and Homing Antwerp Pigeons. None but first-class stock will be

accepted, as ours is the same.

H. UN«EKBCR, JR.; Warren, Pa., 'aill exchange Oil of Pepper-

mint, Laudanum, Paragoric, Young Aylesbury Drakes, P. Cochin, and L.

Brahma cockerels, June hatch, for Boots or ^hoes, Dry Goods, Fanciers'

Journal, or Cleetou's or other Pat. Folding Exhibit! >n Coops. Speak quick.

^0VEl.XV PRINTING CO., Albany, N. Y., will exchange fine

young male MockiLg Buds, for all kinds of old tecond-hand ^'ovels, or other

books.
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rill exchange a C Cornet, cost S60, for a
ist be in good order, as the Cornet is.

X. J. JTIeDAMEL, Ilollis CcDtcr, Me., has two pairs Pit Gamt
warranted to staod steel, wliicli he wishes to exchange for Poultry Bookn,
offers. Postal cards acceptable.

J. HENRV, 4507 Rubicam Ave., Germantowu, Phila.,
change a thoroughbred English Greyhound, seven mouths old, I

Pups, or Blue Skye Dog, for W. C. Black Polish, While or B:

i>;hea to e

kvfound la I

f/Q Legho

G. J". BAKER, Postville, Trafalgar P. O., Ont., will exchange any of
the followiug thoroughbred stock—Cotswold Lambs, Berkshire Pigs, Black
Cochins, Coach Slut, in pup. Black and Tan Dog Pup, Sheep Dog Pup, and
Hunting Rifle—for Jersey Ueifer Calf, or Bull Calf.

Book Exchange.
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 43 words, describing and

ofTering one Book for Sale, Kxc/iange, or Wanted^ will be allowed at 10 cents
for each and every insertion.

AUDUBON WANTED—Jos. M. Wade, Rnckville, Conn., wants a
copy of the above Worli. Stafe condition and lowest cash price.

BOOKS TO SPARE.
1. Handel's Israel in Egypt Novello's.
2. Haydn's Creation .. .'.

3. Mendelsohn's Elijah "
4. Meuilelsolin's St. Paul Ditson's.
5. Handel's Mr.ssiih "
6. Life and Writings of Charles Diclcens, by Phebe A. Ilanaford.
7. Peregrine riclile Geo. Koutledge & Sons.
8. The Works of T. Rmollet l.ee & .Shepard.

9. The Portrait: a Romance of the Cuyahoga Valley. By A. G Kiddle.
10. The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by W. H. llolcombe, M. D.
11. Our Own Birds, bv VVm. L. Bailey.

12. The Romance of Ilistorv : England. By H Neelc.

13. Cyclopajdia of the Best Thoughts of 0. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaine.

BOOKS AVANTED.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
3. Drake's Biographical Dictionary.

4. White's Natural History of Selbourne.
6. Walton's Cimiplete Angler.
6. Poems by •' H. U."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, and many other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books.

Write to WM. GARDNKR BAUTON, Salem, Mass.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BEAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED BLACK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AND CHICKS FOR SAL,E.

Weite for Ciecdlae.

WM. E. FIOWKR,
SHOEMAKERTOWN, PA.

LIGHT BRAHMAS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

I am prepared to ship Eggs from
my best stock, carefully boxed, to
Hatch.

See D B. adTersement else-

where.

JERSEY, ALEERNET, ANB RHERSSEY COW.
HOW TO

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Profit.

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

MOORE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

No^v Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

In Paper Cover,
In Cloth,

PREPAID BY MAIL.

I.ARGE DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS
Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. I.

I have shown L.and D Brahma5,and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
and UavK won 16 first, ** 1 " second, and two special premiums; stock from
Felchj WiUiamSf Hersieins^ and Edmonds noted titrains. Eggs, $3.00 per 13.

II. PAKHAM, Lima, 0.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner IVnth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segiirs, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

XZOIVEXZ^-Gr I=IC3-U03Nr.

By W. B. Tcgetineicr.
PKICE, 75 CENTS, FREE BY m A I Ii .

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Uartford, Conn.

IF \OV AVISH TO EXCHANGE
.A.Kr"32''3?I3CI2>arC3r

From a spinning wheel to a fa? West, patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN
OF TUE

FANCIERS' JOUBNALH
For twenty-five cents you can insert an " Exchange " or a " Want " of not

more than 48 words.

S" O TJ
have something that you do not "want," offer it" for exchange" in our

TRY IT ONCE!!!
THE JOUHNAl. can be had at any news stand. Or at Schock'a

Cigar and Stationery Stoie, Tenth and Callowhill i^treets, Philadelphia.
Price, 10 cents Bingle copy.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE IfIA^Y.
Containing ti>e IJISTOKY OV THE HABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions wirh illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

directions for their seleciion. breeding, and manageujent; the treatment of
thfir diseases, and the coostrucni.n of their dwellings. Sent post paid on
receipt of 3u cents. Address

FaNUIKRS' journal, Hartford, Conn.

WKIGIIT'S PU..\CTICAL POULTKY KEEl'EK.

TUE BEST BOOK ON THIS SUBJECT FOR THE MONEY EVER
PUBLISHED.

Price, S2.00, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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Mr. Editor :

A valued friend hands me the following bcaulifiil lines, clipped

from his memory, which I think breathes the true spirit of poetry

as well as of consolation. Please pass them round an 1, perhaps,

some one of your many readers can tell us to whom we are in-

debted for them, as at present the author is unknown to eiiher

of us. II.

NIL" DESPERANDUM.
"There is many a rest in the road of life,

If we only would stop to take it ;

And many a tone from the better land.

If the querulous heart would wake it.

To the sunny soul that is full of hope.

And whose beautiful trust ne'er faileth.

The grass is green, and the flowers are bright,

Though the wintry storm prevaileth.

Better to hope, though the clouds hang low,

And to keep the eyes still lifted
;

For the sweet blue sky will soon peep through,

When the ominous clouds are I'ifted.

There was never a night without a day.

Nor an evening without a morning
;

And the darkest hour, so the proverb goes,

Is the hour before the dawning.

There is many a.gcm in the path of life,

Which we pass in our idle pleasure,

That is richer far than the jeweled crown,
Or the miser's hoarded treasure.

It may be the love of a little child,

Or a mother's prayer to heaven
;

Or, only a beggar's grateful thanks,

For a cup of water given.

Better to weave in the web of life,

A bright and a beautiful filling.

And do God's will with a steady mind,
And hands that are swift and willing,

Th.an to snap the delicate silver threads.

Of our curious lives asunder.

And then, heaven blame for the tangled ends,
And sit to grieve and wonder."

(For Fanciers' Journal.)"

GENIUS AND BEAUTY.
Mr. J. M. McCann, in No. 31 of Fancier, has rather insinu-

ated that dear mother Nature has been somewhat partial in he:

gifts of personal beauty to her sons of genius, and while he names
quite a number of them, he entirely ignores her highly gifted and
beautiful daughters ! Dear friend, you should have been more
gallant. Could you not have thought of the charming Mary
Montague 1 of Sydney, Lady Morgan 1 of the "gorgeous" Lady
Blessington? or any other of the many daughters of Eve who
were possessed of great genius as well as the " fatal gift of

beauty f

However, it is not my purpose now to call up all the beautiful

spirits from their vasty deep, but to show in a few lines that

mother Nature has bestowed her gifts pretty well averaged—share

and share alike—the fool getting his full allowance of beauty

along with the son of wisdom; and you and I, friend McCann,

have known more than one consummate fool with more than a

full hand of per-sonal beauty. Suppose we look at a few of the

sons and daughters of genius to whom Nature was not bountiful

in the distribution of beauty.

It was of late, I think, it was written :

" With eyes so gray, and hair so red,

And tusks so sharp and keen,

Thou'lt fright the shades when thou'rt dead,
And Hell won't let thee in."

Demosthenes was infernally ugly, as well as having an impedi-

ment in his speech which caused him to make terrible contortions

of face when he attempted to talk, especially the first time he filled

bis mouth with those historical pebbles, and endeavored to r.antby

the sea-shore. Mirabcau, one of France's most gifted sons, was so

ugly as a boy, that his parents deserted him until he was twelve

years old, and when he grew to be a man it was his great talent

alone which saved his face and person from being voted those of a

beast. His countryman, LaFayette, was also a very homely man,

though one of great political and military genius. Sir Walter

Scott, Hugh Miller, James Hogg, and Hob. Burns, were all

homely men, and the whole lot had pug noses,—more or less,

—

wliich, friend McC, you say, men of genius are " never decorated

with," and the great Samuel Johnson ! how very ugly you were in

person, ditto in face, especially when you ate and drank to the

swelling of the veins on your forehead to the size of whipcords
;

bnt what a genius you were ! And you, too, Hans Christian

Andersen; you dear, kind man, and good story-teller, but you

were very ugly

!

Passing any quantity of the uglies of the Old World, we will

look at one or two of the New ; and about one cf them let me
tell you a little story :

Henry Clay was one day walking with two friends through a

menagerie, where there were a number of the larger order of

apes. One of the gentlemen thinking Clay to be out of hearing,

remarked :
" How very much that ape resembles our friend,"

when to his horror he found Clay right behind him, looking over

his shoulder ! Something, of course, had to be said, so as quick

as thought—" Clay !" said the friend, " I was just thinking how
much you locked like our poor relation over there, bnt now I come

to look again, blow me if I don't think I ought to make the ape

an apology
!"

Suppose we call up squeaky-voiced John Randolph, with his

pinched-up face and diminutive form, or dear old martyred Father

Abraham, with his lanky cheeks and long, awkward form, or

sour-visaged, freckled, red-haired Thomas Jefferson, or fish-faeed,

out of all proportioned form of traitor Charles Henry Lee. Yet

these were all undoubted sons of genius.

And the ladies ! Bless them, beautiful or ugly. Frederica

Bremer was positively ugly. Charlotte Bronte and her two sis-

ters were very homely. Mrs. Hemans, L. E. L., and Mrs. Gas-

kell were quite " plain," -while Ida PfeifFer, who " by her lone,"

made three voyages round the world, was ugly to "a charm." -
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Did you ever compare the acknowledged portraits of Cifisar,

Washington, Wellington, and Cromwell, friend McCann ? If

you did, where did you find the close resemblance you speak of!

And by the way, as there were twelve Cajsars,—all of them men

of genius, and some of them quite handsome,—which of them do

you mean "!

You would not compare Wellington, with his thin, long, hatchet

face and parrot nose—such a nose that he received the sobriquet

of " Nosey " even in his school days—to our Washington's plain,

round face, and full, broad nose ? or either with the low forehead,

high cheek bones, rather stumpy, thick-ended nose—with a wart

on one side of it as big as a cherry—of " Old Noll " ?

How know you, friend McC, that Shakespeare "was exceed-

ingly fine lookingV Here is what a writer in the BibllojioKst says.

He is speaking in favor of opening the grave of Shakespeare and,

if possible, having a cast of his head or remains taken, that we

may really know something as to what kind of looking man he

really was :
" If it should prove—as there is some faint hope it

may—that the remains of the great poet are still in a state of

preservation, rendering it possible for a photograph of his features,

or even of his skull, to be taken, the world would by such means

be put in possession of what it now has not, an authentic and un-

disputed portrait, or help to a portrait, of the man Shakespeare."

After all, what is beauty ? Who shall define t " Beauty," you

say, " is the opposite of ugliness !" Yes ; well, what is ugliness ?

You will answer, " the opposite of beauty." Clear as mud ! but

let me tell you there is none so ugly but what there is some one to

think him or her handsome ; and none so handsome but what

about them there can be found an ugly spot by some one. It was

ugly Mirabeau who said :
" Give mc twenty-four hours start in

the race for a handsome woman, and I will outstrip the prettiett

man in the world." And it would appear that he had done it;

more than once, too !

Did not Desdemona marry a Moor who is represented as black,

and said she saw " beauty in his mind " f

" Fiction !" you cry. Well, then, it is the fact in our own time,

for there's more than one gentle Desdemona married to her black

husband, and living in our land, which black man doubtless had

beauty in the eyes of his wife.

There's no accounting for taste. " De giislibus non disputandum "

has been true from the time the old woman kissed her cow down

to the introduction, on these ble.'sed shores, of s.iuer-kront, lager,

and Limherger; and " handsome is as handsome does," is equally

as good a proverb, and equally true ; and were I obliged to write

a composition on beauty, I am much afraid I should be like that

other boy who, when ordered to write on the " Seasons," did so

in the words " following, to wit
:"

" The Seasons.—There are four—spring, summer, autumn,

and winter. Some like spring ; others, summer ; others, autumn,

and others again, winter; but for my part, give me Liberty, or

give me Death !" HuoN.

THE TAJ MAHAL.
Vincent's book of " Through and Through the Tropics," pub

lished by Harper & Brothers, contains the following description of

the Taj Mahal in Agra Hindoostan, the palace tomb built in honor

of a Hindoo princess:

" For gr.tce, symmetry, material and execution, the Taj Mahal

surpasses theacknowledgcd masterpieces of architecture in all lands.

It is not only the most beautiful and costly mausoleum on the fiice

of the globe, the most faultless relic of Eastern architecture, but,

taken for all in all, probably the mnst noble and perfect art-ideal

of the kind ever embodied by man. It better deserves to be num-
bered among the wonders of the world than the Pyramids of

Egypt, the Temple of Diana at Ephesus, or the Mausoleum erected

by Artemisia. Were nothing else of interest to be seen in India,

the labor and danger of a journey around the world would be am-
ply compensated by an inspection of that stupendous miracle of

art, the Palace-Tomb Tiij Mahal.
" The name ' Taj Mahal ' signifies ' Crown of Edifices.' The

building stands in the midst of a fine garden on the northern bank
of the Jumna, two miles from Agra. You enter a spacious en-

closure filled with trees. Upon one side is a gate leading to a
small village where sweetmeats, food, semiprecious stones, models

of the Taj, and knicknacks are sold. Directly opposite is the en-

trance to the Taj—a magnifirent port.al whose doors are of solid

teak, plated with copper, and studded with huge nails and bosses.

The m.isonry is of sandstone, elaborately carved, ornamented with

black marble, inlaid with extracts from the Koran, and sur-

mounted by a row of marble cupolas.

" From the central sandstone platform, which is twelve feet in.

height, rises another terrace of white marble. This is perhaps

twenty feet in height, and three hundred and fifteen feet square.

In the center stands the imposing and beautiful mausoleum of

Mumtaz Mahal. The Taj itself is built entirely of white marble.

It is octangular in shape, the sides being one hundred and thirty

feet long. The roof is about seventy feet from the terrace. The
marble dome is seventy feet in diameter and one hundred and

twenty feet in height, and is crowned with a gilded copper spire

and crescent, whose topmost point is three hundred feet above the

ground. At each of the corners are four small cupolas, while the

angles of the tomb are surmounted by slender minarets topped

with gilded spires. On each of the chief sides are grand entrances

consisting of pointed arches which reach nearly to the cornice, and

two arcades of the same form placed one above the other on each

side, all save one now closed by magnificently carved marble

screens. From each corner of the terrace rise, to the height of

two hundred and twenty-five feet, elegant rainars of marble and

inlaid work, crowned with eight pillared domes. In accordance

with a requirement of Saracenic architecture, extracts from the

Koran are inlaid upon the wall- and corridors. The mosaic being

in black marble and the walls of white, the effect at a little dis-

tance is airy and veil-like. The whole Koran is said to be thus

inlaid—a sermon in stone of five hundred pages.

" The echo in the dome of the Taj is probably the finest in the

world. An old and well-known American traveler thought it

more sweet, pure, and prolonged than that in the Baptist of Pisa,

one of the most perfect in Europe. At the time of my visit some

country people were spending the day in the grounds, and one of

them had a flute upon which he played beneath the great dome.

The effect was magical. The sound, which at first increased

slowly, diminished as it rolled and reverberated through the arches

until you could scarcely distinguish the separate notes. A sweet

female voice gives the best idea of the clearness and softness of

this echo, a cornet or flute of its power. An enthusiast compares

the melody to the ' atmosphere breathed by Ariel and playing

around the fountain of Chindara.'

"

CHEERFULNESS.

The world goes up and the world goes down.
And the sunshine follows the rain

;

And yesterday's sneer and yesterday's frown
Can never come over again

—

Sweet wife

;

No, never come over again.

For woman is warm, though man be cold,

And tlie night will hallow the day;
Till the heart which at even was weary and old

Can rise in the morning gay

—

Sweet wile;

To its work in the morning gay. —C. Kingsi
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PodLTt^Y DEf/^i^TI^ENT-

HOW I BEGAN BY KEEPING FOWLS AND
ENDED BY THE FOWLS KEEPING ME.

" No egj;s again for breakfast ? " said my father. He was a

stern and angry man, my father, and his quasi interrogation as

he surveyed the table made my mother jump.

My mother was a mild, placid woman; and, as I said before,

she jumped. My father repeated the remark; and this time my
mother replied with a deprecatory " No."

"I'll keep no more fowls," said my father. "Eating their

heads off with barley and all sorts of things, and never a spring

chicken, nor so much as an egg for breakfast, when you want it.

I'll have all their necks stretched to-day, and make an end of it."

My father was a man of few words, and my mother did not

care to dispute the point. His son (meaning myself) was a bit of

a pet, and knew it.

" Give 'em to me, father."

" Go on with your breid and butter," said my mother. How-

ever, I knew how to coax, and in the end had my way.

My father agreed to allow me the bits of leavings from the

scullery and half a bushel of corn once a week during the next

three months, and he was to buy my eggs and chickens of me
at a fair market valuation ; and after three months I was to

keep them myself On these terms I became the possessor of

six hens —one Dorking, two with a cross of Game in them, and

three common barndoor fowls, with a barndoor cock, and at once

commenced operations.

Adjoining the back kitchen we had a good sized yard, about

24 feet by 20, unpaved, with a bit of a shed in one corner, half

of which was closed and filled with roosts as a hen house, and

an old plane tree in another corner, which in summer gave a

pleasant shade. Here it was that I stood and surveyed my
newly-acquired property with a pride such as Alexander never

felt in his conquered worlds when he wept that there were no

more to subdue.

I began by digging up half way along one side of the sunny

wall of the yard a strip of earth about a yard wide, and out of

my pocket money, at a cost of about 2s., assisted by Tom, the

gardener's boy, fenced it in with wire to prevent the fowls from

encroaching; and here I planted quite a hedge of sunflowers.

My fence was quite a temporary affair, for as soon as the seeds

should have sprung up and the plants grown to about a foot

high it was my intention to remove it. By favor of the groom
I got a barrowful of horse litter and dung, which I shot in the

corner near the base of the plane tree; and for half-a-crown I

purchased a large barrow-load of good gravel, which I disposed

in the middle of the yard. A row of orange boxes, filled with

clean straw, in the fowl house, each with a chalk egg in it to

tempt the sitter, made capital nests ; and now I was prepared to

commence the campaign.

The servants could not make the hens lay, and had been con-

ent to throw down so much corn every day and let the fowls

shift for themselves. It was my turn to see what I could do, and,

bov as I was, I had my own ideas on the subject.

In the morning before going to school I used to feed my flock

with a handful of barley mixed with the scraps of bread and

leavings from the breakfast tabic, not forgetting the broken egg-

shells, rind of bacon, and other unconsidered trifles, but which

to me were invaluable, the whole well cut and crumbled up into

a homogeneous mass, and so distributed. After one o'clock

dinner I used to pay them another visit, this time with the

remains of the potatoes and other vegetables (not such as the

cook would have saved, but simply the leavings on the plates),

which I used to re-warm in a saucepan over the fire with a little

gravy or sour milk that might be standing in the milk-jug. At
five o'clock another handful of barley, or, if any scraps were

lying about (and there were generally some), a mess similar to

that at midday. Occasionally this would be varied by the

addition of a little bran ; and in winter I used to sop bread or

potatoes in warm beer, which I saved from my dinner, and which

I found my fowls devoured with extraordinary avidity. After one

of these feasts I was almost always rewarded with an extra lay

of eggs.

I had almost forgotten to mention that a few lumps of rough

chalk and a piece of bay salt thrown casually down in the yard,

were immensely appreciated by my feathered friends.

Every week I turned over my gravel heap and my manure

heap, so as to afford fresh materials for my fowls to scratch in,

and at long intervals renewed them with half a barrow or so of

fresh stuff. These precautions I regarded as indispensable to the

welfare of the poultry.

In the winter they might be seen scratching and clucking

over the warm manure heap, or in summer dusting themselves

in the clean gravel, with all the luxuriousness of confirmed

Sybarites.

Before long the results of my treatment began to show them-

selves in a regular supply of new-laid eggs, and whi n two of the

hens wanted to sit I purchased new-laid eggs of the Polish,

Spanish, and Dorking breeds, to serve as the objects of their

maternal experiences. I thus improved my stock with fowls

reared from eggs of the finest breeds that could possibly be pro-

cured.

Whenever a fowl was seen to be ailing or moping, I always

caught it, and after administering a couple of peppercorns or

some other simple remedy, kept it in a hamper by the kitchen

fire, a treatment which almost invariably proved successful.

Once a hen had some obstruction in her crop, which would not

digest, and I actually opened the crop with a lancet, cleaned it

out, and sewed it up again ; the hen not only surviving the

operation, but thriving well after. But the ailments of fowls

opens out too wide a subject; for the present I want to confine

myself to the prescribed limits of my narrative.

When a brood of chickens was expected to be hatched, I was

always in attendance, and a most skillful accoucheur I came to be

—removing the chickens one by one from under the mother,

and placing them in a warm flannel near the fire, with a little

chopped hard-boiled egg and Embden grits, after giving each a

peppercorn by way of commencement.

When all were hatched and the addled eggs thrown away, the

mother was put under a coop placed over a sack for warmth,

and for the first few nights placed indoors, till the chicks began

to feel their legs and run about.

After a few days Dame Partlet was allowed to take her family

under her own charge, and seldom did I lose by the permission,

as cats were far more wary when the hen was at large than when

confined beneath a coop and her young ones far away from her

protecting wings.

In each brood there was naturally a larger proportion of cock
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than hen birds ; these, after a certain age, I used to weed out,

preserving the pullets and putting up the young cockerels to

fatten for the table. My process of fattening was to confine the

young birds in coops, anil feed them upon oatmeal brashed in

sour milk, and served up scalding. A little salt contributes to

the fattening process materially. If they showed any tendency

to pine I would change their food, or even give them a few days'

run of their legs, a course which used to put the fiit again upon

their bones, and leave them free to recommence the orthodox

fattening process.

Now for the details. My first six months, I am free to con-

fess, were conducted at a loss, as nearly as I can remember, as

follows :

—

£ s. d.

Laying out the ground—Fencing 2

Oravel. 3 6

Manure 2 6

Barley, 26 weeks, at Is. per week 1 6

Extras 5

.£1 19

Any returns during that period I will write off as lost. During

this time, however, my sunflowers had come to maturity and

flowered. My readers mav not be aware that the seeds of the

sunflower are the finest stimulant for poultry in existence, and

the avidity with which fowls will scratch around the roots of the

sunflower's tall stalks and pick up the seeds which fall from their

wide open flowers is something perfectly surprising to behold.

Now for my gains. In the next six months I had doubled the

number of my laying hens, and substituted a fine Gance cock for

the old barndoor fowl which I already had.

During the same period I had averaged four eggs a day, which

I sold to my father at \d. apiece—and I had had four broods of

fine chicks—say in all twenty-eight young birds—of which six

were now laying, and the rest (twenty-two) had been fattened and

sold as fine birds at Christmas for 3s. and 3s. dd. apiece (I did not

charge my father full market prices " bien entendu," but this by

the way) :

—

£ s. d.

1S2 days at 4rf. per day ...3 8

22 fowls at 3s. each 3 6

£6 6 8

Deduct barley for 26 weeks I 6

Extras 1

Cost of coops, etc 1

Loss on previous six months 1 19

Total £5 6

Net gain £\ 1 8

In the next year I had more than doubled my number of

laying hens, all of good breeds, and without any outlay, and my
returns were more than doubled. My expenses at the same

time wore less, and even with a decreasing tendency. I sent

one or two birds of my rearing to a poultry show, and won not

only a £10 prize, but sold my birds at fancy prices. My eggs

and fowls I now began to send to the tradesmen round about,

after providing for the home demands, and especially during

autumn and winter, realized high prices for my produce. I

soon had a bit of money in the savings bank, and when I was

forced to go into the world and work for my living, I could no

longer devote my time to poultry breeding. I sold thirty-six

fowls of various fine breeds at an average of £2 apiece, taking

the bad with the good, and retired with a very decent sum at

my back, as the result of my innocent request at the breakfast

table a few years before—" Give 'em to me, iather."

A great many details of fowl management I have necessarily

been compelled to skip over owing to the limits of my space.

but on these, if I may be permitted and my readers wonld like

to hear them, I can enlarge more fully at another time. —
Housekeeper, in Journal of Horticulture.

PALL PREPARATIONS
Among our poultry fixnciers will shortly be in order, again.

The past summer season has been a good one for fowl-raisers.

Young stock has never come forward so well, within our remem-
brance—and though for the present year, perhaps, not so many
birds have been raised as previously, there are a great many fine

flocks coming on, in the yards of leading dealers and cultivators

of the favori te varieties.

Now is the best period of the year for those who have surplus

stock for sale, to advertise the fact. There are constantly new
men embarking in the business of fowl-raising, and they are

anxious to know, through the poultry paper they read, who has

the kinds they favor, and where they can procure good young

birds to commence with, or add to their present supply of fall

chickens.

We need hardly remind the reader that the Fanciers' Journal,

weekly, is a good medium through which to announce the infor-

mation above hinted at. Our paper goes into all the northern

and middle states, as well as largely in the west and Canada.

And we shall be happy to know that our numerous friends appre-

ciate so appropriate a channel of communication as are our

columns, to make known their saleable stock of all kinds—poultry

included.

SICKNESS AMONG FOWLS
Has been perhaps quite as prevalent in the past year or two, as

has ever been the case in this country. At the west, the cholera

scourge has done fearful work in many localities, and we have

heard of more than ordinary numbers of cases of common ails in

New England and the Middle States, as ivell.

In consequence of this unusual trouble and large mortality, in

certain districts among poultry, the announcement of a work

especially devoted to the intricacies of this very important subject,

by an author known to be au fait in the business of rearing and

caring for fowls, was greeted on all sides with welcome; and Mr.

G. P. Burnham's new treatise on " Diseases of Domestic Poultry

—and how to cure them," has been looked for with interest.

It will shortly be out, now, and wc can assure our readers that

this last contribution of Mr. B. to our American poultry litera-

ture is the best thing of this kind he has ever written. It should

be in the hands of every fowlbreeder in the land—for, if he has

no sick birds now, he may have them fall ill, hereafter ; and this

little handbook contains valuable hints, concisely and simply

stated, as to remedies for poultry diseases of all sorts, prepared in

a careful and amply clear style, that is readily understood at a

glance. We commend this low-priced but excellent work to

general notice.

HOW TO SHIP POULTRY.
Secure plump, well fatted birds. Bleed them in the throat.

Scald enough to make the feathers come off easy
;

pick both

feathers and jiin feathers all oft' nicely, taking great care not to

bruise or break the skin in any way. If one or two of the lot

should accidentally get bruised, or have the skin broken, seller

use at home, as they would hurt the sale of the whole lot. Leave

all the entrails in, and heads and feet on.

After they are dressed hang them in a cool place, where they

will dry off and get stiff befor? packing. Pack in boxes or barrels

in nice, clean rye straw; if this cannot be obtained, dry oat straw

may be used. Be sure and pack solid, so that they will not bruise

in transit. Pack with breast down. Poultry prepared in this
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way always finds a ready market, wliile poor, half dressed, sweaty

(caused by packing wliile warm) aud bruised lots will not sell well

lit any time.

Many farmers make a practice of feeding their half starved

fowls all they will cat just before killing, and then send them to

market with full crops, in order to get the price of poultry for

corn. In this they make a mistake; the crop being swollen to

an unusual size turns black after being packed awhile, and not

only shows clearly the dishonest intentions of the packer, but in-

jures tlie sale of the fowls a great deal more than is gained in

weight. Feed meal only for at least two days before killing.

Remember it is the appearance of goods that sells them. Nice,

largo, fat, plump, white turkeys, ducks, chickens, or geese, always

bring outside prices.

Wlien is the best time to ship? This question is often asked.

We answer: any time after cool weather. But if sent for the

holidays, send them at least three days before Christmas or New

Year's. Kuep the largest turkeys for New Year's.

—

Cor. Poultry

Record.

POSTAL CARDS NOT ANSWERED.
Editor Fanciers' Jouhnal :

Your correspondent "P. Card" has probably never been pes-

tered, as some of us have, with postal card inquiries, requiring a

three-cent stamped letter in return—replying to queries interest-

ing only to the postal card sender.

When a postal card is received by the subscriber, asking for a

circular, a circular is sent, without comment, as a matter of

courtesy. This usually ends the correspondence with that party,

who nineteen times in twenty merely sends for the circular from

curiosity. This is all riglit, and both parties are content.

But when a " patron " sends a postal card calling for a written

answer that must be forwarded with a three cent stamp, and his

questions relate simply to matters in which he alone is directly

interested, it is but courteous that the sender should enclose a

stamp in a stamped letter, to the person that he is asking the

favor of.

This smacks neither of independence nor impudence, that /can

discover, but simply decent treatment. I always do this, myself,

whether I want to buy a wagon, or learn something about chick-

ens, or eggs. I am not very " fine haired," and have no prefer-

ence for white or yellow envelopes. But / do not notice postal

card inquiries, when made for others' sole benefit. And I am one

of those who long ago " advertised " this fact.

Yours truly,

Boston, Sept. 2d.

B. G.

[From Journal of IlorticuUure.]

THE EXHIBITION DORKING. NO.- -14.

BY T. C. BURNELL.

CUCKOO DORKINGS.

During the last two or three years these have advanced much in

public favor. They have now a class allotted them at the Crys-

tal Palace and at two or three of the other principal shows, and

as several fanciers are taking them up we shall probably see more

of them in future.

They are called Cuckoo Dorkings on account of their feathers

being somewhat similar to those found on the breast of our sum-

mer visitor the cuckoo ; but they are also called Blue Dorkings.

The term "speckled Dorking" is sometimes applied to them

erroneously. They appear of a blue or dark blue color, but on

examination it will be found that every feather is evenly marked
with broad bars of dark blue or dark gray, on a whitish-gray or

light blue ground.

In breeding these birds many chickens will come so darkly

marked as to be almost black ; these must be discarded, as we

must not forget the origin.al blue-mottled breast of the cuckoo, to

which we have to breed. They are also very liable to sooty feet.

The chief point to look to in exhibiting them is, that the cock

and hen are of the same shade of color, and that both are evenly

marked all over. Rose combs arc correct in this variety. The
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CnCKOO DOBKIKQ CoCK.

principal faults in the cocks are yellow hackles and saddles.

They are too, commonly found with white in the sickle feathers.

A perfect cock with a Cuckoo tail is a rarity ; and as size is one

of the principal points in a Dorking, it will not do to sacrifice an

otherwise good bird for this slight blemish.

The hens are really wonderful layers,—in fact, quite equal to

Hamburgs ; while, thougli for the table they do not quite reach

the size of the Dark Dorking, their full breasts and juicy flesh,

combined with very early maturity, render them most acceptable

in the larder. They are decidedly a hardy breed.

In conclusion, I will mention what I consider are the proper

classes to be given to Dorkings in a poultry-show schedule. If

only two classes are given they should be for Dark Dorkings and

for " any other variety." If three classes are given they should

be for Darks, Silver-Greys, and for Whites or Cuckoos. Many
committees do not receive as many entries as they should do by

classing the Silver-Greys with the Dark birds; the result being

that the Silver-Grey birds are never entered in the class, for their

defeat is certain. If there is only one class for Dorkings it is very

rare to see anything but Darks, as a consequence of which the

Committee lose the Silver-Grey, White, and Cuckoo entries,

which if three prizes were given would be sure to m.ike good

—The facility with which canary birds and linnets have been

taught to execute tricks is well known. In India the barga, a

species of weaver bird, noted for the skill with which it constructs

its retort shaped nests, so as to escape the depredations of the

monkeys, are also taught wonderful feats. On giving signals it

is said that the birds will feed every lady spectator with a bit of

sweetmeat or candy, thus showing a ready discrimination between

the sexes. A miniature cannon is also loaded by the birds with

coarse grains of gunpowder one by one ; the ramrod is skillfully

used, and they then take lighted matches procured for them, and

apply them to the touch-hole. It is substantiated that a bird has

bean known to apply the match five or six times on failure of the

cannon to explode, and to remain perched on the gun apparently

quite elated by the performance, when the piece finally went off.
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a Trumpeter, published in London twenty-six years tigo, which
was a black bird with mottling of white feathers on the head, neck,

breast, and back The flijjhts and tail and feather feet were to be

fiee of any white feathers

The eyeb were a; ni i ilh "i

This IS whit wc tcimed a mottle

i_i CI ( 1-1 11 ill\ 1
I
call Thej weie

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THREE PIGEON RACES.

The first race being the Fairmount Pigeon Society, for young

birds bred in 1876, came otf on .July 17th, from Pottstown, dis-

tance 50 miles, for three money prizes. First prize won by James

Schoficld, time 57 minutes and Si seconds. Second prize won by

Mr. Fred. Woods, time, 61 min. and 41 sec. Third prize won

by Mr. John Dalton, time, 61 min., 42 sec.

Mr. Wood declared he could beat Mr. Schofield's time, and

challenged Mr. Schofield for another race, which w.is accepted

for S20, Mr. Wood's pigeon winning the race in 57 min. and 14

sec, Mr. Schofield's bird being 67 min. and 18 sec.

Third race was got up by that well known fancier, Mr. Jos.

Buckley, who contributed a handsome money prize to head the

list ; this race was open to all Philadelphia fanciers, and upwards

of twenty-two birds were entered, although the distance was

short, from Paoli to Philadelphia, a distance of 18 to 20 miles, for

three money prizes. First prize won by Robt. T. Moore, time

26 min. and 40 seconds, and which is considered the quickest

time on record. Second prize won by Mr. Peter Kershaw,

time, 22 min. 05 sec. Third prize won by Mr. Jos. Buckley,

time, 22 min., 26 sec, several other birds coming in a few seconds

after.

T. Grist.
Phila,, Sept. 4, 1876.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

TRUMPETER PIGEON.
PAST AND PRESENT.

I know of no variety of the pigeon tribe that has made so .sud-

den and rapid progress as the beautiful bird at the head of this

article. I can refer back as far as 1850, when I was breeding the

Trumpeter and other varieties. My strain consisted of a few

birds with hooded roses and good crests, cocks generally well

feather-footed. The hens I never could get anything more than

grous-legged, and always very light mottled. Having met with

Thomas Allen, an old and true fancier of Philadelphia (long

since deceased), I found in his coop what I thought to be the true

breed of Trumpeters ; at least, they were better than any I had yet

seen,—good in all points save in mottling in the hens, which were

as usual very light. Being then in my teens, and but little

cash my pockets, I used to sally forth to Philadelphia with

an old champagne basket to see what I could pick up in the fancy,

visiting the lofts of Dr. W. W. Clark, Moore, Nice, Franch, of

Germantown Road, Heft, Clinton, Jordan, Steaver the old sad-

dler, Allen, and a few others whose names I cannot recall to mind
at this time. It was on one of these runs among the old fanciers

that I purchased the best pair of mottled Trumpeters of those

days. They had lately arrived from Germany. A fac simile of

the cock can be seen by referring to Eaton's full-size engraving of

very musical at all times in uttering their curious coo-coo-coo,

and not, as some writers state, being more sonorous in the spring

than at other times. Having removed my place of residence to a

distant State, the Trumpeters fell into the hands of Mr. F. Bodd-

man, of Cincinnati. At his death, soma two years ago, his birds

being sold, some of which found their way back to Baltimore, and

in the lot were some of this same strain of Trumpeters. Now,

after a lapse of 24 years, we compare them to the Trumpeters of

the presetit day.

In 1872 there were purchased in England three pairs of the

best English Trumpeters that could be had of a celebrated prize-

winning strain. They consisted of blacks and mottles, and were

considered the best lot of Trumpeters seen in the State—good in

all points save that of mottling. (We find no improvement in

that one point over the old strains.) They were slightly larger,

better feet-feathering, and very much superior in rose and hood

than the present breed of Trumpeters we see at our exhibitions.

Now, in 1876, we think the climax has been reached, as far as

fine points in Trumpeters are concerned, which brings us to the

present breed. We will take the rose first. We now have them

to measure from an inch to an inch and a half in diameter, the

crown or shell nearly twice the size of the old strain, body much
larger, very broad across the back, feet very short; featliers, in

measuring from out to out when standing on the iioor—hens as

well as cocks—ten to twelve inches in extra fine specimens ; eyes

both pearl and orange. As to color, we speak only of mottles
;

we find the mottling is about the same as formerly. Now the

question would naturally arise, what is the proper marking for a

mottle Trumpeter ? The English fanciers contend that a bird, to

be properly marked as a mottle, must have a few white feathers on

the shoulders and back similar to what is required in the mottle

Tumbler (see illustr.ation). Having had along experience in the

breeding of both ot the so-called mottled Tumblers and Trumpet-

ers, yet I have never succeeded in rearing a perfect mottle of

either, and have long since concluded that it is a waste of time in

trying to breed a perfect mottle Trumpeter, and have become

reconciled to the present imperfect mottle, if fanciers so wish to

call it. I think a black, red, or yellow bird, with the head, neck,
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liiick, lireiist, nnd shoulders evenly tlotted with white feathers, is

tlio true mottle, nnd they arc quite as handsome as any other

style of mottling, be it rose wing or otherwise. Wc might

naturally suppose, as has often heen recommended, to match a

hlaelc cock with the best mottled hen in your possession, and will

be told the progeny will be mottles. My experience has it other-

wise. If 30U have a few pairs of blacks and mottles, the latter

dark or light, it makes little dilfcrence, match them up promiscu-

ously. At the end of the season you will find as many approach

ing the desired marking as if the best attention had been paid in

their matching to produce what was wanted. From a dark mot-

tle cock, matched to a light mottle hen, I have raised in this

season one black cock, one black cock showing a little white

about the head, one dark mottled cock, one dark mottled hen, one

light mottled hen. You will no doubt question how I know the

sexes, especially of the one rec-'ntly hatched. Simply by the re-

semblance of the parent; and should you study your birds well,

you will soon learn the similarity of expression of countenance, as

well as their actions, which will enable you to point out the sex.

Some fanciers contend that a Trumpeter should have a pearl eye.

I am breeding now from the so-called Russian Trumpeter. My
best pair of dark mottles have the orange eye

;
yet I find

some of the progeny have pearl eyes. My blacks are all pearl-

eyed ; some of their young have orange eyes. I would prefer

pearl eyes
;
yet, as I have not the making of the eye, I am con-

tent. Should two pairs come into competition for a prize, being

equal in all points, I would say the pearl eyes should have the

preference. The Russian Trumpeters, at the sale in New York,

had both pearl and orange eyes. The best specimen in the lot

had a pearl eye, not very clear, however ; but he had such an

enormous rose that it was with difficulty his eye could be seen at

all, and it was with greater difficulty he could view the American

fanciers who were scrutinizing him so closely. His rose was about

the size of a silver half dollar. Had he been in good condition,

with a little more youth on his side, he would have brought a

much better price. He was a black bird, with a few white featih-

ers about the throat As it was, the American fanciers had the

opportunity of comparing him with the Trumpeters illustrated in

Fulton's Book, which so many think were overdrawn. Below we

give ^''ulton's points in judging Trumpeters:

Eose : size, regularity, and shape 10

Crest 8

Foot-feathers : length and abundance 6

Size 2

Color of body 2

Eye : color of. 1

Beak, " " 1

Tightness of feather 2

32

A mottle to he allowed 4 points for color and markings instead

of two for color alone.

Baltimore, Aug. 23, 1876. Makele.

IjElVIS,

Across the walnuts and the wine : Engaging Child—" Oh,

Mr. Jenkins, do let me see you drink I" Mr. Jenkins—" See me
drink ! What for, my dear V EngHging Child—" Oh, mammy
says you drink like a fish."

Two sparks from London, while enjoying themselves among
the heathen in Argyleshire last autumn, came upon a decent-

looking shepherd reading on the top of a hill. They accosted him

by remarking, " You have a fine view here
;
you must see a great

way."—" Ou ay, on ay, a ferry great way."—Ah ! you will see

America hereV—" Farrer than that," said Donald —" Ah ! how's

that ?"—" Ou, just wait till the mist gangs awa, an' you'll see the

mune!"

A wag, passing a livery stable one day, in front of which sev-

er.al horses were tied, stopped suddenly, and gazed at them for

some time with a countenance indicating the utmost astonishment,

and then addressed the owner, who was standing near, and asked

him " if he made horses." " Make horses %" said the night of the

broom and curry-comb, "no ! Why do you ask me such a ques-

tion V " Only," replied he, "because I observe you have several

frames set up."

Nearly all the amber of commerce comes from Eastern Prussia,

where it is obtained by dredging the bottom of the sea, just off

the coast. It was recently discovered that amber occurs in a de-

posit called the "blue earth." It has been supposed that this

deposit extends for some distance inland, and a shaft was recently

sunk to determine this point. At the depth of 140 feet there was

found a stratum of " blue earth " without amber and two feet in

thickness; then came another stratum five feet thick, which was

rich in amber.

" Wc lately met an old negro trudging along," says an emi-

nent writer, " with a heavy side of bacon that he had bought

swinging over his shoulder. We noticed that he was miserably

(^lad, and we felt sorrow for him, for a cold wind was blowing.

We remonstrated with him. ' Why do you spend your money for

meat 1 You'd better buy a coat.' The old man stopped, looked

us full in the face for a few moments, and said, in the most solemn

tones, ' Massa, when I ax my back for credit, it gibs it. When I

speak to dis'—laying his hand upon his stomach—' it calls for de

cash.'
"

There is a stage-struck poultry dealer in Detroit, and the fol-

lowing dialogue occurred between him and a customer one Satur-

day evening :
" How much you vants for dat goose f" " One dol-

lar and a half, most gracious madam." " Twelief shillin' ! Mein

Gott! Vat you takes me for ? Before I pays you twelief shillin'

I do mitoud soume gooses. I give you ten shillin'." " Ten

shillings ! Perish the thought. That noble bird has played with

my children for ten years, and is endeared to my family by a

thousand associations. Sell him for less than a dollar and a half?

Never-r-r."

"Josh" os Hash.—Hash has been abnzed and praized more

than enny other ov the legitimate nourishments, and I guess it iz

able to stand it az well az enny ov them.

The Duke of Wellington used to call hash "What's left over

from the fite yesterday."

The Baron Rothschild sed ov it ; "Hash has no pedigree."

Tully, in one ov his orashuns, speaks thus : "Hash haz done

more hard work to advance human natur than enny other assorted

nourishment."

Sokrates, the philosopher, told of hash :

"That it was an end without a means."

Mark Twain calls it a "Mystery."

Nasbv, the konfederate preacher, informs us that "Hash iz

like faith, the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence or

things not seen."

Thomas Nast, the irrepressible carikaturist, in a pikture pre-

pared for the late Vienna exposishun, represented hash az a hydra-

headed monster, in which pork, rooster, sheep, kodfish, lam, and

menny other things stuck out in battle array.

Thomas Benton, forty years ago, in one ov hiz grat? hard-

munny speeches, deklared that it was a "circulating medium."
George Washington, the father ov his country, and the hero ov

the little hatchet, in one of his festive moments, spoke of hash az

"the landlady's best holt." Hash is a great fertilizer, and I hope

will for centuries to come retain its holt upon the affeckshuns and

gratitude ov the people. Hash stands proudly at the head ov all

mixt phood.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJfT.
DURING THIS AND NEXT MONTH,

The inquiries for good samples of this year's bred chickens, of

the several varieties will increase, as the time approaches for the

fall and winter exhibitions all over the country, in 1876 and

early in '77.

Fanciers who have good specimens to spare, will find it to their

advantage to make the fact public. The columns of The Fan-

ciEEs' JooRNAL are a good channel through which to dissemi-

nate this information, aud we are constantly being applied to for

advice as to who is the best man to apply to, for obtaining such

stock.

In response to these applications by mail, we can only say in

general terms that a reference to our Advertising Department,

and the " Exchange column," and column of " Wants," will give

all the information in our possession upon this interesting subject.

Gentlemen who are in search of any variety, among the many
favorites, can find some one who offers these samples for sale

among our list of advertising patrons ; and those who have such

desirable stock, which they care to part with—and who have not

already done so—will do well to forward their cards, a more
extended description of their poultry, etc., ready for delivery this

fall.

No better medium for bringing the producer and purchaser

together is offered in this country—for the class of stock we treat

of, weekly, in this paper—and our terms ibr advertising are low.

considering our present steady and wide-spread circulation.

"it seems."

The article on Aylesbury Ducks, in Bulletin for July, page
64, which we credited to "J. K. Fowler, in Fanciers' Journal,"
was, it seems, copied by the latter paper from one of the English
weeklies. The English Journal of Borticuktire fell into the same
error as ourself, and being called to account for it, replied in the
following item

:

"Aylesbury Ducks.—We are informed that the article on
Aylesbury Ducks, which appeared on page 459 of our present
volume, and which was acknowledged as having been taken from
the American Fanciers' Journal, originally app'eared in The Ba-
zaar. It is a pity that our American brethren of the press cannot
aflxird to acknowledge when they are indebted to their contem-
poraries."

—

Poultry Bulletin.

It may " seem " to the editor of the Bulletin that the article in

question was copied " from one of the English weeklies." If it

was, it was done by Mr. Fowler, and not by the Fanciers'
Journal. The article was mailed to us by some friend; it was
printed in double column, on a single sheet of paper. We pinned

it against the wall of our Philadelphia office for some months,

when finally it was handed to the compositor and set up just as it

reached us. If it ever appeared in the " Bazaar," or any other

paper, we did not know it. We hope it will "seem" but just to

both the editors of the Bullttin and Journal of Horticulture to pub-

lish this assertion.

Cof^F^ESpOj^DEflCE,

inquiries.

Dear Sir :

—

Will you please answer in The Fanciers' Journal, the fol-

lowing enquiries 1 I have a pair of Bobolinks, and they have

been troubled with lice. What shall I do to get rid of them 1

Also, what do they require to eat besider canary seed, and will

they eat too many seeds if allowed to have all they want ? By
answering the above youVill oblige. Yours truly.

E. H. Smith.
HoLLis, Me.

» »

INFORMATION WANTED.
Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir,—J. R. Hasson, Lochiel Drug Store, Harrisburg,

Pa., offered to exchange in the Journal of May 29th, '76, No.

20, Vol. 3d, English Fox Hound, Gips, for fancy pigeons, or

offers. I answered the above, and offered Mr. H one pair

of Black Carriers and a Female Ferret with young, for the Fox
Hound. He accepted my offer, I to pay express on pigeons and

ferret, and Mr. H. on hound. I shipped to him on June 23d, and

paid express. But the hound he won't ship to me. I have

written several letters to him since I shipped, but I cannot get

answer from him. I have got the letters I received from him

before I shipped to him, which I will post to you, if wanted. Is

there a protective society ? and if so, where would I have to

apply ? An answer would greatly oblige.

Respectfully, Wm. Austin.

Niagara Falls, N. Y., Sept. 4th, 1876.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
ibiitions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—There is one man who is sure to get bread when he needs it.

—The baker.

—These are fine evenings for leaning over gates.

—

Sentimental

Exchange.
Would the leaner be an alligator or an over-gaiter?

—John Brougham says Pocahontas invented the game of poker.

Perhaps John is correct, for it is well-known that John Smith
called her on a hluff.

—Col. Sinn is running the Olympic Theatre, New York, and
doing well.

—

Times.

Sin is said to flourish like a bay tree—for awhile.

—Herbs left exposed to the air, lose some of their properties.—Press.

If exposed long, their owner generally loses all his property.

—Mrs. John T. Raymond was lately thrown off a horse, near

San Francisco.

—

Herald.

Would it have been any better to have thrown the lady on a

horse?

—Among the other strange things this Centennial year has

turned up, are a few names. On one of our principal streets John
Chinaman has just put up a shingle which tells us " Help Long "

has opened a laundry ; and on Elm Avenue opposite the main
building. Centennial ground, the wayfarer reads " Gottlieb,

(God love) Lauermitch," "Lager Bieb."
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—It is sugcested that the best way to get the fashionable tangle
in a lady's hair, is for her to fill it full of Indian meal and set a
lot of spring chickens to scratching the meal out.

—Three sons of the Siamese twins are tilling Missouri soil.

—

N. Y. Sun.
Are we to suppose there is a son and a half of each on the

Missouri (arms '!

—A new park has just been opened on the east of New York.
It covers five acres of ground between Kighty-fourili and Eighty-
sixth streets, Avenue B, and ihe East river.

—

Piih. Ledyer.
" Park !

" Why New York you " had ought " to be a.shamed of
yourself! Five acres is only two-thirds the extent of one of llie

Phibulelidiia Squares. Put a few more acres to it Empire, before
you call it a park.

—The Black Hills Pioneer says : On Thursday, of this week
Jack McClear cleaned up between six and seven hundred dollars,
the result of ten hours' work with five men.

It is not clear in what part of the Black Hills Jack McClear
"cleaned out" his pot, but it is clear that should Sitting Bull
meet with McClear, he would both clean and clear Jack McClear
out in less than ten minutes.

—Fighting tor an Eel.—Afightbetween two eagles occurred
at Masonhoro Sound a short time ago. A lart;e number of per-
sons were at the different lnndin;;s along the sound at ihe time,
when their attention was attracted to the combatants by a pierc-
ing crv, often repeated at short intervals. The birds were each
of the bald eagle species, and when first observed were about two
hundred y.ards above the Banks channel. One of the birds held
pendant from his talons an enormous eel, which the other bird
was endeavoring to gain possession of. The bird jiossessing the
eel was taken at a great disaiivantage, as it required the use of
his talons to hold his prey, which left him but his beak with
which to ward off the assaults of his foe. The attacking bird,

realizing his advantage, swooped upon his enemy, tearing the
feathers and flesh from the back .and breast of his opponent.
Long and fierce the struggle waged. Each of the birds was of
enomous size, yet one of them, taken at so great a disaiivantage,
at last perceived that resistance was in vain, and after one de-
sp.iiring wail released its prey. As the eel descended and had
nearly reached the water, the triumphant bird, with victorious cry,
swooped upon it, and firmly closing it in his talons, bore it away
to the distant sand shoals. The struggle lasted about fifteen

minutes.— Wilinington Star.

—The Woeji-Sna.ke.—Mr. Editor,—I read with much interest
a paragraph m your paper of the 2.ith inst. , wherein an account
is given of a supposed "snake," seen by a friend of your Bucks
county correspondent. You say in a note, that a similar "snake"
had been seen sometime previously in Connecticut. I was walk-
ing wiih my wife a few days since, when my attention wiis called
to what appeared to he a ' snake" about two feet long, cros ing a
lawn gravel walk. My wife, who has a horror of the genus "s° r-

pint," ran off with considerable trepidation. I remained, however,
to examine the reptile, and was greatly surprised to find, as de-
scribid byyour correspondent, that it was composed of myriads of
small gray worms, each about a sixteenth of an inch in length.
The form ofcombination was precisely thatof a snake, small toward
the head, larger in the middle, and tapering to a point at the tail.

The worms seemed to be crossed, intertwined, and heaped upon
each other, but the entire ma.ss moved steadily forward. I have
since learned that several of these "snakes" have been seen since
by a neighbor, who said that they were the "army-worm," and so
called because of their movements bearing a fancied resemblance
to a column on the march. Can it be possible that this dreaded
pest of the cotton fields has appeared among us?— Carroll S. Tyson in Germaniown Telegraph.

Phaenixville, Pa., August 26, 187.5.

[Note.—We expect to hear from Professor Riley, State En-
tomologist of Missouri, as to the name and nature of the worms
forming this singular combination The "army-worm" does not
confine itself to cotton-growing States, but has made its appear-
ance in several western States and is known to feed on other
growing crops than thatof cotton. It may turn out that this is
really that much-dreaded worm.

—

Ed.

—Contest Between Birds.—Not long since, while at work
on the woodpile, we heard a tremendous squealing in the orchard,
and looking in that direction saw a cooper hawk and jaybird come
to the ground together. Went for the gun which had to be loaded

;

yet when I reached the orchard the squeaking still continued. The
birds were in tlie|grass, .fired one barrel, which made the thing
bounce about three feet high; but before any forward movement

was made the second shot was fired, when the bunch came to the
ground again. On walking up to where they lay, we took hold
of the hawk and lifted it u]), found the jay clin(;in}r toit and still,

as from the start, making a noise. But as soon as lifted up the
jay let go, and flew up on an apple-tree, scolding at a (;reat rate.
There was blood drawn, but the jay got over it, while the hawk
was dead when first picked up.
The jaybird had acted on the defensive, it seems. Yet after

this escape from tlie hawk and two loads of fine shot, he was very
near caught by mv setter dog, who was in the chase, and who
jumped near six feet high and snapped at it as it flew for the tree.

The dog's mouth was not three inches from reaching it. This is

Ihe second time in my life that I have killed a hawk with a live
bird in its claws without killing the latter.

In a little town a few miles from us, there were two canaries
left loose in a room, when a butcherbird (great American shripe)
flew in and had one in his beak and one in his claws, but mistook
the window for the door when intending to retreat, and was shut
in and captured. The canaries did not die, and the buicherbird
is also a pet now.

I have seen these fellows chase birds as large as themselves,
and but for relief a robin would once have fallen a victim to it.

The robin struck a wire of a grape-trellis and fell. I drove off
the butcher, but the robin was so hurt that it died soon after-
wards.—S. M., in Germaniown Telegraph.

—The Skunic [Mephitis Mephitica).—Hnon, in "Zoo Notes,"
No. 25, says : 1st. "To his hole in the ground the skunk retires
when winter .sets in. He docs not lay up any food, but being in
excellent condition at the time he stows himself away, he lives on
his own fat, dozes out his life till the warm sun of spring calls
him forth."

The common sknnk, like all the weasel tribe, is active through-
out the year,—equally so in winter as in summer. I have seen
his tracks in field and wooil in the coldest weather, and the deep-
est snow. I know of no purely carniverous animal that hyber-
nates.

2d. " The habits of the skunk are strictly nocturnal." They
are active by day as well at night. I have ojlen seen them abroad
at " high noon." In lone and unfrequented places they roam the
forest all the day. I met one this summer in the fields in the full

glare of the sun.

3d. " His home, which is built with an eye to murder, consists
of a horizontal hole, always dug near a pond or still pool of wa-
ter." No animal ccer digs a horizontal burrow. The skunk in
these mountains usually lives in a hole excavated under the rocks,
or in the hill-side, often /ar from any water; indeed there is noth-
ing aquatic in his habits.

4th. "I have often wondered why this terribly offensive secre-
tion was civen to any animal. Nearly every book on Natural
History tells us that it is a protection against its enemies. I think
not." The authorities are right. Because other equally feeble
animals are not so armed, is no argument against this theory

;

they have other means of defense or escape. The badger is a^r
more powerful animal than the skunk, and able to oft'er successful
resistance to most enemies it would be likely to encounter. The
weasel, the ermine, and the pine martin, are all remarkable for
the celerity of their movements, and can climb the tallest trees
with the ijreatest rapidity and case. The skunk is no climber,
moves along the ground but slowly—could not escape by flight

from any animal inhabiting the regions where it abounds, and
knowing this, it never attempts to do so. Its " terribly oHTensive
secretion " is its onli/ means of defense. Without this it would
be extirpated from the earth. J. M. McCann.

—In illustrating the "Laws of transmission by inheritance"
Haeckel in " The History of Creation " says :

" A very striking
instance is furnished by the hornless cattle of Paraguay, in
South America. A special race of oxen is there bred which is

entirely without horns. It is descended from a single bull, which
was born in 1770 of an ordinary pair of parents, and the absence
of horns was the result of some unknown cause. All the descend-
ents of this bull produced with a horned cow were entirely with-
out horns. This quality was found advantas'eous, and by
propagating the hornless cattle among one another, a hornless
race was obtained, which at present has almost entirely supplanted
the horned cattle in Paraguay. The case of the otter-sheep of
North America forms a similar example. In the year 1791 a
farmer, by name Seth Wright, lived in Massachusetts, in North
America ; in his normally formed flock of sheep a lamb was
suddenly born with a surprisingly long body and very short and
crooked legs. It was therefore unable to take any great leaps,

and especially unable to leap across a hedge into a neighbor's
garden—a quality which seemed advantageous to the owner, as
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the territories were divided by hedges. It therefore occnrred to

him to transmit this quality to other slieep, and by crossing this

ram with normally shaped ewes, he produced a whole race of

sheep, all of which had the qualities of the father, short and

crooked legs and a long body. None of them could leap across

the hedges, and they theieloie were much liked and propagated

in Massachusetts."
Now I saw during the war, at or near Harrisonburg, Va., a

cow whose desm'/itive list as to shape, corresponded exactly with

that of this breed of sheep—very long body and very short legs

—in fact I do not believe that the belly of the cow was over fifteen

inches from the ground. 1 was disposed to regard her as a lusus

naturce, but was informed that she was but one of a breed quite

common in that part of the country. I think a history of this

breed of cattle would inten st others than mysi-lf. Will not some

one in that locality oblige ? or perhaps J. H. McCann can.

Phoca.

SlH\LL Pet DEf^F^TfflEfJT

AND YOUNG FOLKS^ CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the week ending Sept. 4, 1876.

4 Horned Frogs (Phrynosoina coniuta). One presented' by
Hugh Dugan ; two by VVni. G. Seddinger ; one by John
Seddinger, Phila.

1 Brown Capuchin {cehus fatuellus). Presented by Charles

Barrett, Phila.

1 Brown Capuchin (cf6Ks/«<HeW«s). Purchased.

1 Catbird {mimus carolinmsis). One Yell-breasted Chat {fcte-

riavirens). One Indigo Bird (Ct/nnospiza ci/anea). One
Wilson's Thrush {Tardus fuscescens). Presented by John
Pearsall, Phila.

1 Young Alligator (.4. 7n/ss!Ss//)/)iensw). Presented by James
Maelntyrc, Fhila.

1 Banded Hattlesnake
(
Crotalus darissus). Presented by How-

ard A. Kelly, Phila.

Arthur E. Brown, Gen'l Sup't.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 29.

POMPET THE LION SPEAKS A PIECE.

Scene: The interior of the Great Carnivora House,—Lions,

Tigers, Leopards, Panthers, Jaguars, and Hyenas, awaiting

dinner.

Pompey " rises to explain."

Grw-w-w, grw w-w. When I was first placed in a cage, and

began the study of mankind, it was from a very narrow point of

view, of course. In my African home I had very few opportuni-

ties for the study of ethnology. Man was first brought to my
notice only as an addition to the ordinary diet of the country

;

and when very young I was taught that the very best use to

which one of the bifurcated species could be put, was to lake it

for food. Since I have been caged, however, with a full allow-

ance of good beef and as much fresh water as I want, with noth-

ing to perform for either, save to keep awake and promenade up

and down my narrow domicile when visitors call, I have been

making mankind my study, and am endeavoring to improve myself

in that branch of science. In a few growls I will give what has

occurred to me in this great metropolis where I now reside.

The most striking characteristics of these humans who daily

visit US, seems to me to be their inordinate vanity, and their in-

consistency !

Here were two or three just now whom I overheard in their

growls call myself and Minnie " brutes '—"beasts"—"the lower

animals "—and in the next breath, bragging about some of their

own kind being as " bold and l/rave as a lion !" and speaking of a

body of them as " liou-likeincn "—thereby acknowledging that we

possess those higher qualities which they are endeavoring to imi-

tate! " Lower animals " indeed ! Why I find when those bifur-

cated artists, poets, painters, and sculptors, want to illustrate beau-

ty, strength, valor, sagacity, gentleness, and patience, they go to

the " lower animals " for their examples. Thus, one is as brave as

a lion—another has the strength of a rhinoceros—another the pa-

tience of a camel—another the sagacity of the elephant—another

the wisdom of the owl, and another the gentleness and innocence

of the lamb. To enumerate all the examples, I should have to

growl through the entire animal kingdom. "Lower animals"

indeed ! Why, a remark of this kind was made here the other

day among a crowd of these humans—most of whom had some-

thing in his mouth which was on fire at the end, which they call

"tobacco" I think, and those who had none on fire, h.ad their

mouths filled with it, and were grinding it between their teeth!

Now this is a nasty weed, which but a single one of the " lower

animals " will eat, and so filthy is that animal considered in con-

sequence, that none of us would touch his flesh as food were we

starving to death !
" Lower animals " indeed ! Gr-r-w-w-w.

G-r-r w-w-w.

Where was I ? Oh—as to the effect the remarks of the humans

just mentioned had on some of my neighbors, especially the tiger

and the hyenas. Why, the former was so roused that he started

off up and down the cage in a terrible state of excitement, show-

ing his fangs, and giving angry growls with an irritability he did

not care to conceal ; and the laugh of the hyenas was something

so horrible that I myself could hardly excuse them.

There's Minnie, my wife, she too must come in for a share of

abuse ; suppose she did neglect those children of her's ? suppose

my friend Nash (he's one of the humans I have learned to love

and respect), did have to take them home and have his good wife

to nurse them, what of it? Have'nt your humanesscs been send-

ing your cubs or whelps away from you to be nursed for genera-

tions past? And because one of Minnie's cubs dies, you send

word out and write up a record that it died on account of the

" neglect of the mother !" Now, if all the records of this kind

which might be written against youi human mothers were so re-

corded, how many of you would escape, do you think t Why, I

remember hearing a party speaking about some Frenchman

who was put away by his mother, and he saw neither parent

until he was twelve years old ! What do you suppose he thought

of his parents ? Did he think them the " higher " or the " lower

animals V
But again, don't I hear, every now and then, of some humaness

leaving her cub on a cold winter night in some d.ark alley, or on

some cold stone or doorstep, and of others who beat, whip, and

starve their whelps? Has Minnie been as bad as any of these

?

Ger w-w-w ! gr-w w-w ! Now, am I not right in calling you in-

consistent, as well as vain ? Why, these things are done by you,

who have made for yourselves a life beyond this, which you call

" immortality " (yon deny that life to us !)—that is, you think

yourselves so good that you deserve another world to live in—as

a reward for your "higher" order of conduct, a world beyond

and a life where you arc to live in bliss forever and ever ! Do
you deserve such a life ? Don't you suppose I hear about Ply-

mouth Church and those humans which you once called Lion-

Beecher and Lion-Tilton 1 If we of the " lower animals " would

call a "committee" to sit in trial on them, you would soon see

in what "order" we should place them.

And whi:t hard talk there has been, too, about my neighbor

and relative, Ben the tiger, because the other day he bit his wife's

leg off. Does not one of your hymn-makers say that " Dogs de-

light to bark and bite, and bears and lions growl and fight"?

Why then must a tiger, who is but a cat, be abused for doing the

same? Ben was only following up his nature ; but how about the

human Bens I hear of killing their wives, with clubs, guns, knives,
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or any other weapon they can lay their cowardly liands on ?

That is when they are Iieaslly drunk, you say. By the way, why

do you say beasl\y drunk, or drunk as a beast ? A beast does not

get drunk ; he's above that kind of business, and I never knew

of but one. Sir Bruin the bear, who could bear the taste of rum,

and he was made to like it by his luiman owners.

To he Continued.

ExcH^NqES.
nap*Advert!cements under thi;* head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

flcribinif and offLTing fnr ExcUaiiiie only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for ejwh and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

JII^^"To EIOIiANGti FOR CASU" Or "QRKKNDACBS," "WANTED A PURCHASKR,"

or ''WANTKD AN OFFER," etc., etc, caoaot under any circumstiinces be admitted

to the Exchange or Warit column.
(^r*No ExcbangH or Want will be inserted unless accompanii'd with 25 cents.

BLACK LIST.
Wm. Mclntyre, Milton, Pa.

!>• POKTER, 251 North Pearl St., Albany, N Y., will exchange a pair

of his Homing Antwerps, for a Canary in full song, or Mocking Bird.

W, G. WKNCK, McKwens^
change White LeghornB or Partridge

s, Northumberland Co., Pa., will ex-

chins, for offers in Fancy Pigeons.

WIIiLIAm HUNT, Tivoli, N. y.,offerflaSmith & Wesson seveu-

shootiug revolver, one very fine W. L, Cock, and some ppk-ndid IMymouth
Kocks, in exchange for Black It. K. Game chicks ol pure blood, and full pedi-

gree. A aplcudid chance for fine Plymouth Kocks. Speak quick.

F, M. MASTERS, Everett, Pa., has Plymouth Kock and brown
Leghorn Cockerels, Books on c^tock-niisiug, Bee-keeping, Agriculture, llorti-

culture, Architecture, &c., to exchange for P. Rock Pullets or liens of 1875

hatch. Write for what you want.

F. A. PENNIMSTOIV, Delaware City, Del., will exchange 1 pair

White Pouters, 1 pair White Carriers, 1 pair Red Carriers, 2 pairs Blue

Carriers, 2 pairs Black Carriers, 1 pair Yellow Barbs, 2 pairs Black Barbs 1

lied Barb Cock, 1 pair White Ftrns, 1 White Ruffle llen,for*mue or Red
Fans, or Black, White, or Red Ruffles.

CHAS. FOSTER, 26 Cedar Ave., Cleveland, 0., will exchange five

pair each, first-class Silver Dun llomiug Antwerps and English UighHiers,

Wants Shot Gun, offers in Books, and Blue Owl Oeck. Birds warranted first-

D, GlIiPIN, Coneordville, Del. Co., Pa., wants to exchange Plymouth
Rock Cockerels (May hatch), for Plymouth Rock Pullets, Dickie's stock, same
age. What offer?

ABM. V. IV. DeFOREEST, Metuchen, N. J., will exchange
Creve Coeur Cock, 18i5 hatch, for White Dorking Cock, same age; Light;

Brahmas, in exchange for Fancy Pigeons, or a st. Charles Spaniel, a
(

Single barrel Gun and an EUiott Revolver, for offers.

JNO. V. BISHOP, Springfield, Ohio, has to exchange Silver Duck-
wing Game Bantams, fowls and chicks ; also one pair of Silver Spangled Ham-
burg chicks, for Faucy Pigeons. They must be good, as I warrant my birds

to be perfect in every particular. " Postal cards taken at par."

BOX 8 6. Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 Cock, 4 liens, 1 Cockerel, and
3 Pullets, Dark Brahmus ; 4 hens, 2 Cockerels, 4 Pullets, P. Cochina ; 1 B. B,

U. Game Bantam Cock, 2 Game Bantam Hens, 1 Maltese Cat, 1 pair Blue
Pouters, one pair Mottled Fans, 1 Black Jacobin Cock, for B. B. Red Game
Uens and Pullets, Rouen or Aylesbury Ducks, or Bremen Geese, or offers.

N, S. CORNWE J. 1., Northampton, Mass., has 2 Vols. Greeley's

American Conflict (new), $10 00; BouuJ Vols, of Atlantic and Harpers, at

$2.00 each. Foreign Review.s, Blackwood, and other Bound Magazines, to ex-
change for Pullets of any laying breed. Fancy points no object, as it is the

Eggs I am after. Please send your offers, and state what books you would
like.

ISO, 79, WB'.Sr CLIFFORD ST., Proiidenre, R. I,, will ex-
change a nice Silver Hunting Case Watch, Detached Lever, for Dark Brahma
Pullets. '.Vant only good birds.

ISAAC VAN WINKLE, Box 13, Greenville, Hudson Co., N. J.,

will exchange a few Fancy Pigeons, for Brown and \Vhife Leghorn, and
Plymouth Kock Pullets and Uens. My stock has won 50 first premiums in

H4RRY K.. WELSH, York, Pa., will exchange 4 Yellow Tum-
blers, 2 Black Tumblers, 1 pair W hite Fantails, 1 pair Red Barbs, 1 Red Barb
Ueo, 1 Almond Tumbler, 1 pair Magpies, and 1 pair of Red Fantails (with
white tails); the two latter pairs are old birds and good breeders; fori
Mottled Trumpeter Hen, 1 Silver Turbit Hen, 1 Blue Dun Faotail Hen, 1

Silver Dun Fantail Cock, one good Black Tumbler Cock, (small), old birds,

and offers in Fancy Pigeons. Will give a good exchange for any or all or the
above named birds. Speak quick. All letters, &c., auswered.

y. S. TRUCUr.NjniLLER, McBwensville, Pa., wants a good
pair of Ferrets in exchange fur Dark Brahmas.

E. L. LEWIS, Ansonia, Conn., will exchange 100 choice Black, Red,
and Derby Stags, bred for the pit, and 1 fine Setter Pup, tor a Breech-loading
Shot Gun, light jointed Pole and Reel, or offers; also Wright Poultry Keeper,
new, for Dead Shot or Sportsman's Guide.

JOHN F. HOf'SER, Tamaqua, Pa., wants to exchange 3 go«d
Violins,! Dont.le Violin Box, 1 Bird Organ, 1 Bound Volume of Wright's
lllustnited Book of Poul ry, 1 Electric liattery, 1 Show CaPe, I Rifle, 2 Old
Style FHmily Clocks. Fowl and Pigeon Exhibition Cnops. 1 Rabbic Hutch, 1

Squirrel Cage. 2 Parrot Cages, 1 Red Bird and Cage, a good dinger, 1 Accordeon,

ill good condition, 1 Pool-Wheel, also Fancy Pigeons, for offers. S^eak quick.

G. A, S., Box 700, Worcester, Mass., will exchange complete and per-

fect set of German Silver Draughting Instruments, in rosewood ca.«e ; and
lo Bound Vols. Littell's Living Age. for P. Cochins, D. and L. Brahmas, P.

Rocks, P. Ducks, B. Leghorns, Poultry, and Pigeon Exhibition Coops. Make
offers.

S. O. R. SMITH, Willinmsport, Pa., will exchange four Dogs and
one Bitch, Engli-'h and Irish Glp Bull Terriers, seven weeks old, best blooded
stock known, perligree given on application, Pups from Iri-'ih Gip " Rose,"
noted pedigree and best English Dog, warranted to be so, for offers.

C. H. PALMER, Plymouth, Mich., will exchange one Double and
one Single-barreled Shot Gun, one Spencer t'arbine, Sharps' Four-shot
ICevoIver, Violin. Two Pnir Canary Birds, Tame Fox Squirrel, for B B. Beds,
P. Rocks, Battery, F'errets, or oflers. Satisfaction guaranteed. Write.

C. A. DERR, McEwensville, Northumberland Co.. Pa., ha.i to ex-

change, three p»ir of White Fans, and Light Brahma Chicks, (Williams
stniin), for a Bla-k Mottled Trunipter Hen, Black Jacobin Cock, Brown
Leghorns, or offers in Fancy Pigeon^. None but good birds wanted.

G. DILLENBERGER A; SON, 69CliffordSt., Providence, R. I.,

will exchange Ferrets, White Angora and Lop-eared Rabbits, for first-class

Highflyer and Homing Antwerp Pigeons. None but first-class stock will be
accepted, as ours is the same.

NOVELTV PRIiNTING CO., Albany, N. Y., will exchange fine

young male Mocking Birds, for all kinds of old 6econd-hand Novels, or other
books.

first-class Central-fire Shot Gu

POOK -pXCHANGE.

Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and
offering ONE Book for Sale, Exdtangej or Wanted^ will be allowed at 10 cents
for each and every i

BEETON'S GREAT ROOK OF POETRY, containing

2,000 poems from 4O0 poets, from Caedmon and King Alfred's Bocthius to

Browning and Tennyson, with Bingmphies; G. A. S , Box 700, Worcester,
Mass , will exchange the above for P. Cochins, P. Rocks, P. Ducks, and mated

UNCLE TOM'S CABIN WANTED-J. B.Tuckermau, Eaton,
Madison, Co., N. Y., wants a copy of the above work. State condition and
lowest cash price.

BISK^S ENCVCLOPJEDIA WANTED—J. S. Edmonds, Box
S41, Schenectady, N. Y., wants the above work.

AIJBUBON W.ANTED—Jos. M. Wa<le, Rcckville, Conn., wants i

copy of the above Work. State condition and lowest cash price.

BOOKS TO SPARE.
1. Handel'e Israel in Egypt Novello's.

2. Haydn's Creation "
3. Mendelsohn's Elijah "
4. Mendelsohn's St. Paul Ditaon's.

5. Handel's Messiah "
6. Life and Writings of Charles Dickens, by Pbebe A. Hanaford.
7. Peregrine Pickle Geo. Routledge & Sons.

8. The Works of T. Smollet T^e & Shepard,
9. The Portrait: a Romance of the Cuyahoga Valley. By A. G Kiddle.

10. The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by W. H. Holcombe, M. D.

11. Our Own Birds, bv Wm. L. Bailey.

12. The Romance of History : England. By H- Neele.

13. Cyclopaedia of the Best Thoughts of 0. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaine.

BOOKS WANTED.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
3. Dnike's Biographical Dictionary.

4. White's Natural History of Selboume.
5. Walton's Complete Angler.
6. Poems by ' H. U."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, and many other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books.

Write to WM. GARDNER BARTON, Salem, Mass.

rJTED.
READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

E. J. S. HOCK, Topton, Berks Co., Pa., wants a W. C B. Polish

Cockerel, early Spring hatch. Must have a good heavy crest. State lowest

price.
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J. B. TUCKERMAIV. Eaton, Madison Co., N. Y., wants a male

Guinea Pig, any color, ttate a^'e, color, and lowest cash price.

JOHN F. H0USI<:R, Tauiaqua, Pa., wants offers for Pigeon and
Hen Manure, by the barrel or bushel.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BRAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED BLACK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS ANf> CHICKS FOR SAIiE!.

Write for Circular.

ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

AND METHOD OF TRAINING.

Br ^V. B. Tegetmeier,

PRICE, 75 CENTS, FREE BY MAIL,.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segars, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

J . F. FISRB
[Formerly of Stamford, Conn.]

REMOVED
TO

HARTFORD.

THOEOUGHBRED POULTRY AND EGGS!
LOW PRICES TO MEET THE TIMES!

MY SPECIALTIES:
WHITE LEGHOENS

!

PARTRID3B COCHINS!

DARK EEAHMAS!
Prices of fowls and chicks on application!

, Some good h**ns a,t S3.00 each !

Correspondence a pleasure 1

"V^r DEL X TP E3 ! ! !

J. F. FERRIS, Hartford, Conn.

WM. E. FLOWKR,

^ ^^^ SHOEMAKERTO\rN, PA.

'
"

'- LIGHT BKiHMAS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

/ T am prepared to ship Egga from
best stock, carefully boxed, to

-^ Hatch.
i^ee D B. adTersement else-

where.

JERSEY, ALBEEEEY, Affl GDEEffiEY COW.

HOW TO

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Profit.

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

MOORE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

Now Ready foi' Delivery,

PRICE,

PREPAID BY MAIL.

I.ARGE DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS

Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Co

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
and have won IG first, " 1 " second, and two special premiums; stock from
Fetch, Williams, Hersteins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, »3.(10 per 13.

, U. PARUAM, Lima, 0.

IF YOU "WISH TO EXCHANGE

From a spinning wheel to & fann out West^ patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN
OF THE

FANCIERS' JOURNAL!!
For twenty-five cents you can insert an " Exchange " or a " Want " of not

more than 4ti words.

•^ O TJ
have something that you do not ** want," offer it" for exchange " in our

TRY IT ONCE!!!
THE JOUHNAl. can be had at any news stand. Or at Schock's

Cigar and Stationery Store, Tenth and Callowhill streets, Philadelphia.
Price, 1 cents bingie copy.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE VIANY.
Containing the HISTORY OF THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

directions for their selection, treeding, and manageujent; the treatment of
th^ir diseases, and the construction of their dwellings. Sent post-paid on
receipt of 3U cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

WKIGUT'S rilACTICAL POULTRY KEliPEK.

THE BEST BOOK ON THIS SUBJECT FOR THE MONEY EVER

PUBLISHED.

Price, S2.00, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL. Hartford, Conn.
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(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE DELL.
There is a lonely rural flell

Where I in summer love to dwell,

In solitiule—nlone;
Beside a little purlin^r s])ring

I sit, (us haiipy as a Kin;:)

Upon a moss-clad stone.

The flowering vine perfumes the air.

And floral gems liloom here and there,

Which art cannot exeell.

And close beside my shady nook
(O'erhanging with trees) a murmuring brook

Kuns winding through the dell.

Where Sol can through the branches gleam
Upon the surface of the stream

The sunbeams seem to dance.
Who could a scene so fair survey
With reasoning mind, and calmly say

" 1 merely came by chance ">

"

The more of Nature's works I sec,

More wonderful ihcy are to me
And show a grand design.

The tuft of moss that decks the glade,

The dewdrops on the grassy blade

Proclaim a power divine.

The Atheist may a God deny.
But Nature answers in reply :

" Frail creature of an hour.
There is not skill in human heart,

Or power in science to impart
The iVagrance to a flower."

Peppeucorn.

(For Fanciers' .Journal.)

SERPENTS—FASCINATION.
J. M. MCCANN.

Dr. Barton of Philadelphia, in a memoir published in 1796,
advances all the arguments offered byPhoca against the theory of
the serpent's power to fascinate its prey. And being a gentleman of
culture he did not think it necessary to exchange the purity of
his native tongue for the lower slang of which Phoca appears to

be so great a master. Belonging now, it seems, to the family of
the seals, perhaps in the far off future—if the Darwinian theory
be true—Phoca may develop into a higher order of being—even
into a student of nature, and a reader of her secrets. I have yet
to learn that there is any variety of bird or squirrel that would
willingly sacrifice its life in defence of its young. Birds and quad-
ruped:! have been seen under the influence of the serpent's fascina-

tion by distinguished naturalists, who testify that they were not

endeavoring to protect their homes, or to save their young. Most
animals have an instinctive dread of the serpent, and even the
royal tiger will cower and tremble when in the presence of his

hooded foe. The author of Chapters on Snakes writes :
" A friend

of mine, in the civil service of Chittoor, had a pet tiger which be
kept in a strong iron cage. Some one by accident threw a freshly-

slain cobra at his den, which, getting entangled amonijst the bars,

hung gloomily susjieudcd. The tiger was so dreadfully alarmed

at the appearance of this unwelcome neighbor, that he trembled

from head to foot, and slunk into the furthest corner of his

cage." If, then, the savage lord of the jungle is unnerved and
powerless at the sight of a dead cobra, what effect would he pro-

duced upon the timid hare, or the feeble bird, by the flaming

eyes and the fiery tongue of the living serpent ?

Chamber's Encyclopfedia, page 252, article Fascination by
Serpents, says :

" This popular notion has been ridiculed, but is

supported hi/ a large amount of evidence, and has been full// adopted

by some of the most scientijic observers.

In the earlier part of last century, Kalm described the rattle-

snake as frequently lying at the bottom of a tree, on which a

squirrel is seated, and fixing his eyes on the little animal, which

from that moment cannot escape, but begins a doleful outcry,

comes toward the snake, runs away again, comes nean^r and
finally is swallowed. LeVaillant describes a similar scene, as

witnessed by him in Africa, a shrite incapable of moving away
from a serpent which was gazing fixedly at it, and di/ing of fear

although the serpent was killed." Dr. Andrew Smith testifies to

similar facts as coming under his own observation, and further

adds, " whatever may be said in ridicule of fascination, it is never-

theless true that birds and even quadrupeds are under certain

circumstances unable to retire from certain of their enemies, and
what is even more extraordinary, uniible to resist the propensity

to advance, from a situation of actual safety, into one of most

imminent danger. 'J'his I have often seen exeniplijied in the case of

birds and snakes."

Here we have the evidence of a di^tinguished man of science,

who relates only what he saw, and who was certainly jjcrfectly

competent to determine whether the birds were giving their lives

for the young they loved, or were drawn by some irresistible

power into the serjient's jaws.

Ellis in his Three visits to Madagascar, records anecdotes of the

same kind, and one in particular, of a frog apparently unable to

move, uniil an object was placed between it and the eyes of the

serpent, when the frog immediately darted away, as if relieved

from some mesmeric influence exerted over it. The celebrated

French naturalist, Author Magin, speaking of the rat[lesnake,

page 361, Desert World, says: "It feeds principally upon the

smaller mammals and upon birds, which it seems certain it

posesses a peculiar power of fascinating—the effect it may be of

intense fear."

" When the piercing eye of the rattlesnake is fixed on them,"

says Mr. Murray, terror and amazement render them inciipable of

esraping; and while involuntarily keeping their eyes fi.xed on
those of the reptile, birds have been seen to drop into its mouth,

as if paralyzed, squirrels descend from their trees, and leverets

run into the jaws of the expecting devourer."

Lawson tells us that " the rattlesnake has the power to charm
squirrels, hares, partridges, and other small animals, in such a

manner that they run directly into their mouths. This I have seen.
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and other snakes have in some measure the same power." A
mouse was shut up in an iron box with one of these fascinating

rattlesnakes : it sat in one corner, the rattlesnake was opposite to

it. Tlie reptile fixed his eye, terrible as Vathek's, upon the little

trembler, which was at last forced to throw ilself into the mouth

of the serpent.* Mr. Gosse, the celebrated author of The Romance

of Natural History, and otiier valuable scientific works, is a firm

believer in fiiscination, and quotes several instances from authori-

ties he docs not question.

" The smaller snakes," writes a modern traveler in South

Africa, " feed on birds, squirrels, and rats, wliich I am convinced

from frequent observaiion, they are able to charm with their looks.

This power of charming I had always doubted, but was convinced

by one day watcliing a venomous black snake, over four feet

long, subduing and catching a squirrel which sat on the lower

branch of a tree. It was near, and in the rear of Obingje's town.

I had gone out to shoot birds, and my attention was attracted by

a very peculiar and continued chattering of a squirrel. When I

saw it I did not know what to make of its movements. It seemed

as though tied to the branch, and very anxious to get away. Its

head was thrust forward, its eyes fixed, and glaring ; but its body

trembled, and was jerked about from side to side. All the time it

was screaming and chattering in a really pitiable manner. Fol-

lowing the direction of its glance, I saw the cause of its alarm.

The black snake was slowly creeping out on the limb, and as

steadily kept its eyes fixed on its victim. The whole curious

process went on under my inspection for at least ten or twelve

minutes, during all of which time the snake seemed to fix the

gaze of the squirrel upon itself. The squirrel came nearer and

nearer until it reached the mouth of the snake, which made a

spring, grasped its prey in its mouth, and quickly coiled its folds

about it." t

In Dr. Russell's Indian Serpents, it is wi'itten, " When frogs

were placed in a corner near to which the snake was coiled up,

they remained motionless, as if enchanted, without attempting to

escape ; but the moment the snake was removed they jumped off,

and escaped to the door." The following is recorded in the An-

nual Register for 1771 : "Mr. Cook, a merchant of New York,

once observed a cat-bird flying from one branch of a tree to an-

other, and making a doleful tune. At the bottom of tlie tree, but

at a fathom's distance from the stem, lay one of the great black

snakes with its head continually upright, pointing toward the

bird which was always fluttering about, and now and then set-

tling on the branches. At first it only kept in the topmost

branches, but by degrees it came lower down, and even flew on

the ground, and hopped to the place where the snake lay, which

immediately opened its mouth, caught the bird, and swallowed it."

Is it possible to believe that this bird was battling with its enemy
for the purpose of saving its young 7

" The fascination," Mr. Broderip writes, "of serpents has been

stoutly maintained by some, and as strongly denied by others.

Acrell notices this phenomenon as bting confirmed by the evidence

of several of his countrymen, who had been a long while resident

of Phil.adelphia. They relate that the American rattlesnake,

which they describe as the most indolent of .serpents, unquestion-

ably possessed this power. They declare that, as the snake lies

under the shade of a tree, opening his jaws a little, he fixes his

glittering eyes u])on any bird or squirrel which is in it. The
squirrel utters a mournful and feeble cry, and, as if foreseeing its

fate, leaps from bough to bough on every side, seemnigly to at-

tempt a sudden escape; but struck with tiie fascination, he comes

down the tree, and flings himself with a spring into the very jaws

of the enemy. Theobservationsof some Englishmen," continues

Acrell, "seem to confirm the truth of this." Mr. Gosse, speak-

ing of his servant upon whom he could rely, says :
" Sam has

* Marvels of Instinct, page 358, t /^-j page 860.

seen a boa ascend a mango tree, on one of whose branches a fowl

was perching, and when at some distance from the prey, began to

dart out and vibrate its tongue, its eyes fixed on the fowl while it

slowly and uniformly drew near, the poor hen all the time in-

tently watching the foe, but without stirring or crying. Help

came fortuitously, just as the snake was about to strike, and the

fowl was rescued. How strange it is that in widely remote parts

of the world we should hear the same statements ! Sam has

never read what other observers have described about fascination

;

but he and others aflSrm, froin their own observation, that some

such power is exercised." The celebrated traveler Le Vaillant

says that he once saw a mouse in agonizing convulsions, about

two yards from a snake whose eyes were intently fixed upon it;

and on frightening away the reptile, and taking up the mouse, it

expired in his hand. How mysterious is this power of the snake

!

"Arrested in its flight by the basilisk eye of the creature, the

birds and small quadrupeds shriek in heljiless agony at the spell

cast over them, and if no friendly circumstances should break the

enchantment, they perish from the mere violence of their emo-

tions." Here we have the testimony of eminent men of science,

and of unimpeachable veracity. They have seen in various parts

of the world, the fascinating power of the serpent exerted over

its victim. What right have we to question the truth of their

statements? They are men deeply skilled in the mysteries of

nature, and could not have been all deceived. Then they are only

affirming that which is firmly believed in every part of the earth

—

by the African Negro and the American Indian, the Australian

savage and the Arab of the desert. If any bird, or quadruped

was ever fascinated by the serpent, others may be. I have never

seen any variety of squirrel offer the slightest resistance in defense

of its young. The bird having perfect confidence in its power of

wing, will attack the strongest and fiercest animals if they come

near its " babes in the nest." But they would not come down

from the tree-tops and throw themselves into the jaws of a ser-

pent—sacrificing their own lives uselessly, and leaving their

young to starve.

Literature op Amehioan Bots. Do parents, guardians,

and, in fact, those interested in the formation of the characters of

the rising generation, pay suflScient attention to the class of liter-

itture that is freely placed in the hands of their children, which

is made especially attractive to them, and may serve in a measure

to mould their dispositions and form their characters? AVe have

placed before us by the mail this morning, the copy of a paper

issued in New York by a publishing company, the names of the

proprietors jiot given. Its name implies that it is especially de-

signed for.circulation among boys, and the following are the titles

of some of the leading stories :
" Jack the Joker, or the Irish

Robber's Apprentice"; "Pat Phelan's Bigamy "; "Fighting

his Way "
; "Tornado Tim, or the Boy Avenger"; "Nimble

Nip, or the Imp of the School." The illustrations are of two

policemen engaged in a club fight with each other, six men in

desperate combat with pistols and dirks, three men and a boy

with club, knife, .and fists, and a base-ball match.

This paper and others of its stamp can be seen at any of our

news stands, and is freely displayed in the windows of cheap peri-

odical stores, where it is eagerly gazed at by young spectators

from without. We leave it to the judgment of all right minded

persons as to what must be the effect of publications of this char-

acter upon youthful minds, If elevating, they deserve the most

liberal encouragement from the press and people; if debasing,

there is no punishment too severe for those who publish and cir-

culate them.

—

Ex.
»-*-*

—Somebody might invent a machine to brush the furze off

peaches.

Keely is going to invent it—when he has invented his motor.
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THE CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION OF POULTRY
Will commence in the city of Pliiladelpliia October 27, 1876, and

from present appearances it will lie tlie most intcrestinj; cxhiliitioii

of poultry and pigeons ever held in this country; nothing will be

left undone by Mr. Landreth, Chief of Bureau of Agriculture,

and Mr. Bichl, superintendent of this depiirtment, to make this

show a grand and noble success. The time for entering stock has

been extended to October 1st, 1876, and it will be well for the fan

ciers of the United States to remember that the fanciers of Eng-

land and Canada will exhibit largely, and if we are not up and

doing very soon, we will come out of the small end of the horn.

We have the slock here at home, as good as any England,

France, or Canada will send to the exhibition ; never again in our

time will such a grand opportunity offer itself to us. Come forward

then at once, do not delay longer, fanciers of America—and we

will sliow to the world that we will fear nothing that may come in

competition with it. Tennet.

DovLESTOWN, Pa.

QUAIL RAISING.

I am greatly occupied with rural affairs, farming, fruit raising,

chicken, goose, turkey, duck, pigeon, and quail culture. I have

eleven of the last, nearly four weeks old, hatched by a game ban-

tam, and carefully nursed by her. I keep them in one of my hen

houses, 10 X 14, with ground floor, and southeast windows. I

give them besides other food, proper for gallinaceous birds, a dog's

fill of house flies once a day. They gobble them more greedily

than any other food. It takes twentg-lwo and a half dnijs to hatch

the eggs. I have had bantam eggs in midsummer hatch in eigh-

teen and a half days, and brown leghorns fiom eighteen days

eighteen and a half hours to nineteen days ten hours, after being

transported from Freehold, New Jersey. I am satisfied that

quail can be reared with great certainty, if they can be kept from

running away. To avoid this, it is necessary to plug or putty all

nail and worm holes.

The first batch of eggs was trusted to a silky hen, who must

have emigrated from Japan, in the days cf her exclusiveness, for

she killed every bird the moment it emerged from the shell. I

discovered this in time to save one still in ovo, by giving it to a

tolerant republican bantam. Another bantam hatched the sec-

ond batch, and will probably raise all of them. None are droop-

ing. They are very tame. David Tacgart.

POSTAL CARDS NOT ANSWERED.
Editor JonKNAi, :—I would like to add a few words to this

controversy.

B. G. says that when a person asks for information that is

solely for his benefit, he should enclose return postage. We must
all agree with him in that particular. But he says, further, that

when he writes for information about a wagon, chickens, or eggs.

he encloses a stamp. Doubtless he intends these as examples

where the interest is all on the side of the buyer. If so, I think

he is in error. If I have anything to sell, it is for my advantage

to .advertise the article as much as possible. If I ask an enquirer

to pay me for giving him information in regard to anything which

I wish to sell him, it is in my judgment as P. Card says, impudent,

but not a bit independent. I am simply asking the applicant or

buyer to share my expense incurred in advertising. The non-

answering of postal cards does not suggest to me " high tone " or

" fine hai redness," but the opposite qualities.

Suppose I write by card to Mr. A. making enquiries in reference

to his fowls, and receiving no reply, call at his pl.ace, and he

devotes an hour's time to me. 1 buy nothing. lie could have

given me the information .sought for one or three cents, in five or

ten minutes. Which would have been the cheaper ?

Suppose, again, that on visiting Mr. A. he refuses to show his

fowls or say anything about them until I pay him a certain amount.

IIow would such a man be regarded in any community ? And
yet I see no difference between this act, and that of refusing to

answer my enquiries made by letter.

B. G. also says that not one in twenty applicants for circulars

are heard from again. Of course not. Is not the ease exactly

similar in any business ? Let B. G. visit one of the large stores

in Boston or elsewhere in the busy season. How many of those

who engage the clerk's attention, buy or even entered with the

intention of buying? Would it not bo the height of absurdity

to require each to pay on entering for the privilege of examining

goods ?

Not a few poultry buyers, or buyers of anything, have long

since determined to let entirely alone these " No Postal Cards

Answered," dealers, unless they much desire something they have

that cannot be obtained elsewhere. If others would do likewise

these non-answering, stamp-required gentlemen would soon learn

that the public was not sufficiently interested in the disposal of

their wares to pay a portion of their advertising expenses.

P. Card, 2d.

Worcester, Sept. 10, 1876.

For The " Fanciers' Journal."

PEKIN DUCKS.
J. Boardman Smith, North Haven, Conn., writes: "I have

to-day weighed a pair of my Pekin Ducks, eight weeks old to day,

and they weighed just 10 lbs. and II oz. I call this a remarkable

growth, considering they have had only a tub of water, and feed

nothing but a mixture of cracked corn, ground oats, wheat bran,

cocoanut, meat, ground beef scraps, and loppered milk. Fo-r

dessert, fresh water, clams, parsley, plantain, clover, and twich

grass. What will they weigh when eight months old ?

KENTUCKY POULTRY ASSOCIATION.
Pursuant to notice a number of poultry fanciers met in conven-

tion in Louisville on the 19th ult., for the pui'pose of organizing

a State Association. Mr. Robert Dunlop, Jr., was called to the

chair, and Dr. W. H. Merry elected secretary.

It was then resolved that a Poultry Association be organized

under the name of the "Kentucky Poultry Association."

The following gentlemen became members: B. Beckmann,

Walter Williams, John H. Thierman, W. Walker, C. W.
Gruber, Jr., A. Bindawal, Kandolph Martin, P. T. Barnelt,

Kobert Dunlop, Jr., E. B. Hartwell, Bennett II. Young, C. IL

Maydwell, Dr. C. W. Kelly, J. L. Franek, and Dr. W". H.

Merry, all of Louisville.

Election of oflicers was then proceeded with, resulting in the

election of the following gentlemen: President, Robert Dunlop;.

Jr.; treasurer, E. B. Hartwell; secretarj'. Dr. W. H. Merry.

A constitution and by-laws for the Association were drawn up
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and adopted, and the meeting adjourned to meet on the 28th nit.

The adjourned meeting was held on the 28th ult., when the fol-

lowing gentlemen became members : Vin Bradiis, Jacob Schulz,

and A. Faulkner.

The following officers were then elected : Vice-Presidents, Vin

Bradas, A. Faulkner, C. H. Maydwell, Jacob Schulz, P. T. Bar-

nett, Bennett H. Young ; Executive Committee, Robert Dunlop,

Jr., E. B. Hartwcll, Dr. W. II. Merry.

The Association will hold their first show at Louisville, on Dec.

26, 27, and 28, 1876, and there is every reason to believe that it

will he a great success.

Before the meeting adjourned the following motion was pro-

posed and unanimously adojitcd :

Whereas, This Association, to a great extent, owes its organi-

zation to the Soiilhem Poiillri/ Jnurnal, and appreciating the

energy it is displaying to develop the poultry interest in the

South,
Resolved, Thnt the members of the " Kentucky Poultry As.so-

ciation " pledge themselves to do their utmost to promote and
encourage the Journal in its work.

Resolved, That it be the organ of the Association, and that all

the members use their best endeavors to increase its circulation

and sphere of usefulness.

The Association then adjourned to meet at 83 Eighth street,

Louisville, Sept. 23d, at 8 o'clock, p. m.

—

Southern PouUry Journal.

INQUIRY ANSWERED.
Edttor .Journal :

In the last number of the Journal, a correspondent asks how
to remove lice from Bobolinks. Have had no experience with

Bobolinks, but have been successful in attracting lice from canary

birds, by spreading a white cloth over the cage at night. In the

morning the lice are found on the cloth. Yours truly.

Geo. A. Stockwell.
WOBCESTEK, Sept. 10, 1876.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

TASTE.
Taste, in relation to the various effects produced upon the

tongue or palate, of whatever property or color, belonging to the

animal or vegetable kingdom, has already been commented upon

in these columns, with their various nutriments and necessities to

the body in different eircumst.nnces and climates ; but the higher

taste pertaining to the exercise of all the senses, and the judgment

of the intellect of external objects, its proper appreciation of true

proportions and color of things in nature and art, we consider of

equal, if not of higher excellence to the civilized and meditative

mind, in the full attainment of human happiness. But while we
would advocate an equality in the education of both {although the

latter 7na!^ be in the minority) for the maintenance and develop-

ment of our species, we must concede that as the soul "becomes

inspired in admiration of the lovely, the bodily concerns sink into

greater indifference. But while the animal senses may seldom

ever err, in deciding what is bitter, sweet, or sour, the intellectual

may not always so accurately define, with harmony, curves, colors,

shapes, and combinations, in accordance to festhctic taste. This
perception comes partly by culture and partly by intuition, and
training of the moral faculties as well.

Good taste is exemplified peculiarly, by the operations and con-

structions of the carpenter, mason, or mechanic, in their diversi-

fied arts, because necessity, ex])erience, and ambition impels them
to neatness and perfection ; but in the poet, the painter, and the

architect is concentrated a higher and grander embodiment of

orthodox taste,—if we may be allowed the term,—the chief study

of the architect being to combine beauty, strength, and adaptability,

in his structures, whether he builds according to any of the fi\e

ancient orders,—Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Composite,

—

or a due mixture of either of them, according to the necessities

of the case.

In the various professions of the painter,—whether he portrays

the human form di'ine, or whether he paints a landscape, bird,

fish, or flower, or if he is a decorative, or textile designer,—he

cannot undertake these tasks without due devotion and study of

nature. And what a feast of admiration the artist often presents

to mankind, and sometimes emolument to himself or employer,

in the reproduction of natural objects in gold, silver, wood, marble,

wax, &c., &c., as well as in the combination, in outline and color,

of attractive designs in household ornamentation, or the embel-

lishment of textile fabrics ; a desire for novelty being one of the

keenest fiiculties of the mind.

When Sir Titus Salt of Bradford, England, devised machinery

to work up and spin the alpaca goat's hair so that he could weave

and produce the sheeny fabric called after the animal's name, so

much resembling silk—at about quarter the cost—he touched a

sympathetic chord, which thrilled throughout Europe and America,

and made himself a Knight and a millionaire. Mons. Jacquard,

a Frenchman, who lived in the time of the first Napoleon, who
made himself quite as immortal, and was certainly the greatest

benefactor to mankind of the two, by his invention of a machine

called after his name, which, when constructed upon the loom, can

be arranged lo portray any pattern of any animal, plant, or

flower, or even delineate in silk, landscapes or likenesses as finely

as a well executed steel plate, or any combination of forms the

designer finds appropriate for the cloth woven. As the result of

this, we can walk on representations of gorgeous groups of flow-

ers, and have ihcm emblazoned on curtains and furniture, so much
so as to convert home into a paradise as comfortable as the orig-

inal, while Eve never h.ad the pleasure of clothing her sacred per-

son with such elaborate patterns as the modern ladies attire in.

Previous to this invention, figured cloths could only be made by

embroidering by hand, and of course was beyond the means of

the million. Cotton chintz, or painted fabrics had been imported

from India, but these subsided on the advent of Brocades and
Damasks, &c. The highest concern of a true artist is not so

much to get gain—although reward and wealth may be a se-

quence—as to attain pleasure in the perfection of his labors.

An ancient master, after several years' labor, having finished his

painting, was asked its price. He replied, " It is beyond all price."

He retained it for a few years, and then presented it to a friend.

But we fear this class of nature's true noblemen is fast giving

place to patent medicine makers and charlatans.

The poet, in his admiration of the beautiful in nature and art,

diffuses to others his inspirations in poetic form, which produces

in the sympathetic soul responsive meditation and holier contem-

plation of the wisdom displayed by the Creator, and a more
appreciative sensibility to the works and struggles of humanity.

There are undoubtedly obstacles in establishing a standard of

taste for all (and especially in the standard of excellence for

poultry), because in some things it is so evanescent, p.articularly

wheo ruled by a popular passion for certain styles, with for in-

stance in fashion of dress, as well as in prevailing styles in archi-

tecture or furniture; but the fundamental principles, in combina-

tion of color or form remain immutably the same, only they are

diversified in catering to public curiosity. Worth, the prince of

Paris milliners, is fully conscious that however his styles in dress

may please his patrons, they will only be worthily esteemed for a

limited tijne, and be succeeded by others ad injimtum. But the

successive designs are only flowers of different hues and shapes,

—

and who ever saw a flower, with its colors not exquisitely matched,

in which the critic may invariably find the same controlling in-

exorable law pervading all nature, that governs the artists in

their multiform productions for public approbation. Nature is

continually teaching us, by her changing scenes and seasons, to

abhor monotony, and the reader will probably concur with us in

our opinion that men in civilized life, and women more especially,
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lire not loth to obey her admonitions. Spring comes to cheer us,

ilressed in lier dainty green, studded with fragrant pink blossoms.

The merry lark from out of her hiding-place ascends and warbles

till out of sight, and after. Summer succeeds, laden with a de-

lightful profusion of flowers, the mountains clad with yerdure,

and the little hills rejoice on every side, while some sections are

blessed witli the melodious serenade of the nightingale.

A new kaleidescopic scene follows in autumn when the golden

fruit bends the bough, and the earth yields her increase ; while

the forest sombre greens are changed to red, russet and brown,

with an intermingling of tertiary tints. And last of all comes

winter, like a warrior, and sets his fierce elements in battle array

to destroy every vestige of the summer's grandeur, and having

subdued the earth, bids the vanquished inhabitants be merry,

while he spreads his fleecy mantle over all, as if to make the

greatest contrast. Then comes the sweet enjoyments of the

luxuries, and good taste of home, but here we cannot omit the

glowing lines of Thomson :

Look Nature through
—

'tis revolution all

;

All change—no death. Day follows night, and night

The dying day. Stars rise and. set, and rise
;

E.trth takes tlie example. See; the summer gay.

With her green chaplet and ambrosial flowi'r.s.

Droops into pallid .autumn. Winter gay,

Horrid with frost, and turbulent with storm,

Blows autumn and his golden fruits away.
Then melts into the spring. Soft spring with breath

Favonian, from warm eliambers of the south,

Kecalls the first. All to re-flourish, fades;

As iu a wheel all sinks, to rc-ascond

:

Emblem of man, who passes, not expires.

To the mind who can read sermons in stones can certainly read

homilies, in these revolving views ; unerring beauty in every form,

inimitable perfectiou in color, and a manifestation of love from

the Creator to all his creatures. Here then to the inquirer, is the

grand standard of taste. Whatever in art pleases the eye, here

we have the original, and the closer we adhere to the copy, the

more shall we approach perfection. In the structure of flowers,

plants, and trees, the architect may learn a lesson. The artist,

with his matchless skill, finds a pleasing task ; whilst the poet

always finds food for reflection and reverence. But all persons

are not poets, painters, and bnilders, and consequently have not

the same appreciation. They may have equal culture and learn-

ing, but their thoughts and labors are beguiled into more selfish

and sensual channels. However profound a judge may be in the

law, if he does not love justice from moral principles, but allows

corruption or prejudice to warp his reasoning, his decisions will be

unjust and erroneous. So if a man allows himself to be over-

come with avarice, or any other vain glories, his passions may be

exercised in. As a connoisseur in art or manufactures, his criti-

cisms wonld be by no means reliable, except in case of a specialty

he might be interested in. A fancier of poultry wonld see with a

keen eye every point of beauty and excellence in the Brahma,
Polish, or Hamburgs, but might look upon a field of daisies, un-

like Burns, ivith no fascination. (We trust these are exceptions.)

Put a flower into the hand of a miser, and although he would ad-

mit it was pretty, would look upon it with the cold eye of indiffer-

ence, but place before him a gold piece, or an empty promise

greenback, and presto, change! delight beams in his countenance.

Is there anything so universally magnetic as money ? It is a

necessity as a medium by which to transact business ; but to fall

down and worship it, and make its acquirement the chief end of

life, is an evil. Love for horses is creditable, so far as concerns

treating them with kindness ; but to have an inordinate passion

for the noble steed, and unable to see any beauty in other objects

—

using him as a medium for dishonorable gain, is truly unreason-

able taste.

However we may vary in our ideas of the details, the funda-

mental principles of beauty are acknowledged by all. Whoever
denied that the horse is superior to an ass, a swan more graceful

than a goose, a i)eacock handsomer than a frizzly hen, a tall poplar

with its trembling foliage, grander than a scrub oak, a chaste,

snowy white, unfolding calla, or the portly, delicately painted and
chiseled lily to a dandelion. To treat the subject further with re-

gard to taste, as it pervades all the ramifications iu the whole

economy of human life, we will leave to the philosopher, and satisfy

ourselves with quoting the sayings on this topic of one who lived

over eighteen centuries ago :
" Finally, brethren, whatsoever things

are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are

just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,

whatsoever things are of good report ; if there be any virtue, and

i£ there be any praise, think on these things." Brics.

THE DOGS AT THE EASTERN PENITENTIARY,
PHILADELPHIA.

It has been stated that application had been made at the East-

ern Penitentiary for bloodhounds to chase criminals. A reporter

of the Bulletin has visited that institution, and interviewed the

Warden, who began with :

" There have at times some pretty exaggerated stories crept into

the newspapers about us here, but you may say that we have not,

as yet, grown quite that bad. In fact, our dogs never see the con-

victs nor do the convicts see them. We keep them solely for

watch dogs, for the purpose of intimidation, and their presence

has a very salutary effect. In addition to those I have named, we
have two full-bred English bull dogs and a few of mixed breed, or

what I call ctirs. ' Czar' is not so large a hound as many of those

owned by the brewers in Brewertown. Nevertheless, he is a fine

specimen of the breed. He is of medium size and a bright, intel-

ligent animal. None of our dogs are vicious. If they find any

stranger roaming about the yard, especially about the gates, they

will seize him, but you could walk all over the place provided a

watchman accompanied you and, beyond keeping your company,

they would do nothing."

" What about the story published some time ago of a blood-

hound attacking a keeper V
"Thatwas very much exaggerated. A couple of the dogs had

been fighting, and one of the men separated them, and iu doing

so was slightly bitten by one of them. About half an hour after-

wards the dog approached him, and supposing the animal was

going to make an attack, he drew his pistol and shot him. Some

time ago one of the men ill-treated one of the hounds, and the

animal resented it but the man kept him off with his stick until

he backed into a doorway, and that was all there was of it. It is

the curs that are treacherous, as was shown in this instance, for

while the hound attacked from the front, some of the curs attacked

from the rear and tore his pantaloons."

" Then you don't keep bloodhounds to devour prisoners V
"Bless your soul, no! We prefer the hounds simply for their
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endurance. They run all night and never seem to tire, and, as I

have said, they show no treachery. We change our watchmen

every half hour, and generally three or four dogs accompany each

man. Why, as an evidence that our dogs are not so bad as

painted, when we get on a new watchman we never bother about

the animals. The old watchman shows him the rounds once, and

then transfers to him his club, which all carry. The dogs stand

by and look on, and the transferring of the club satisfies them

tliat tlie new man is all right, and they accom]iany him as qnietly

as well-hred dogs know hov,'. Yes, they generally keep barking

all night, but \ve all get used to it. I'm never annoyed, except

when ' Cxar ' barks, imless it is necessary, and he has a peculiar

voice that cannot be mistaken. When he gives warning I'm al-

ways ou the alert. Would you like to see him?"

We said we would. Wheren])on the Warden conducted us

Ihrough his little paradise of a garden, sweet with the perfume of

flowers, and wherein hung a number of canaries, in pretty cages

—

the feathered songsters slee])ing as soundly, with tlieir heads be-

neath their wings, as though tliey were jusl tired out with doing

the Centennial—to an iron-baned gate tliat admitted one into the

yard of the Penitentiary proper. Taking from his pocket a whis-

tle such as car-drivers use. the Warden blew a blast, and almost

instantly " Czar," three of the hounds and one of the curs came

tearing along like a pair of horses attached to a steam fire engine

and making as much noise as their throats would admit of—the

cur leading. Following them came the watchman, with his short

hickory staff, to whom Mr. Townsend ex])lained the object of the

visit, while a coujjle of beautiful black and tan terriers, either of

whicli you could carry in your coat pocket, and which are the pri-

vate property of the Warden's family, kept dashing at the gate,

eager for a combat. Their frantic efforts to reach him seemed to

amuse " Czar," who ceased his barking to philosoi)Iiize over their

foolishness. Both of them wouldn't have made as much as a lunch

for him.

" Did you notice ' Cz?.r's' peculiar ringing bark "!" said the War-

den. We ansivered that v/o did.

"Well, whenever I hear that bark I know there's something

wrong, and the prisoners know it as well as I do, and fear it."

And then as we once more entered the cheerful sitting-room of

the Warden's dwelling, lie told us of the female black and tan,

which ])antcd so eagerly to fight the ' Czar,' and her many little

traits. How the female bloodhound, losing one of her pups, car-

ried it out, dug a grave, and deposited it therein, filled with earth,

and, carefully padding it, returned to the rest of her little ones.

And then hearing the State House bell tolling the hour, for we
did hear it, new bell as it is, we bade the Warden good night, and

left the faithful official in charge of those whose crimes have hid

them from the general view.

—

Evening Bulletin.

An Interesting Incident.—One night, recently, at Boston,

a ])atrolman had brought in a ragged, dirty four-year old gamin

and his dog, the waifs having been found comfortably riding in a

Red Line coach, and neither knew where nor seemed to care.

The driver of the coach said the biped and quadruped got in with

other passengers on Causeway street near the Eastern depot, and he

did not take notice of them again until they had gone a couple of

miles toward the South End.

When the officer lifted the little fellow, tlie canine, a very hand-

some, bright female, became very much interested as to what

was to be done with her charge, for she seemed to feel the re-

.sponsibility of a mother. On the way to the station-house she

would jumj) up against the officer's legs, look inquiringly in his

face and then at the youngster in the same manner. When they

arrived in the office the actions of the child and dog were quite

amusing.

The little feliow at first was very uneasy, and the dog seemed

equally disturbed. When the officers found that all they could

learn of the lad was his name, Georgie Wood, they sat him down
on the floor. This pleased the dog, which had stuck closely to

Georgie, and the two soon commenced playing. Presently, the

boy became drowsy and the dog appeared glad to lay down by
liis side for a nap, and they would soon have been sleeping

had not Lieut. Pierce brought along part of his midnight lunch.

The cliild's eye3 began to open as ho crammed his mouih with

cake, and the dog drew up closer, watching eagerly for his share,

which was sure to come, for it was evident from their actions that

they lived together and had everything in common. When a

bowl of water was brought them, the child drank and then the

dog, and the division of the supper—all they had had for the day,

the boy said, was continued to the end.

The dog had throughout shown the greatest aflFection for the

child, but when the food came his behavior was noble. Eor

a while he took only the crumbs that fell from the little hand, not

offering to touch the tem]5ting food held close to his nose or laid

down by his feet when the child drank. After they feasted they

liad a frolic, which lasted till they were both tired out. Then the

lad wanted something to "cover them both up," and they cud-

dled together and went to sleep.

How TO KEEP A Dog.—Don't keep him tied at all hours, if

any. Monotony for an animal is as tedious to bear as for a per-

son. See that he has fresh water to which he can have access

every hour. Don't leave it to Peggy or Jemima or Peter ; if you

do, your faithful animal will not know what a good, pure drink

is, or, at least, but seldom. Take him to walk. He loves the

woods and a walk quite as well as you do. Don't overfeed him

one day and neglect him a week afterwards. Show him that you

love him. Be firm when he disobeys ; but firmness does not mean
beating. Do not let his food flavor of sameness, for he needs

variety and frequent change to be healthy. Never kick a dog or

allow a servant to do it. Whip him when he needs it, but first

be sure that you do not need tlie whipping yourself. Don't think

you are going to keep a dog and never have any trouble. If you

expect to get along without that, buy a toy dog.

Your dog will come bounding to you sometimes with wet and

muddy paws ; he will bark at your friend, just when you want liim

to be quiet, and by way of variety he will chase a hen. But be

l)atient ; he is worth all the trouble you will have with him, for

when the light of his loving eye is gone, and he is no longer at

your door to welcome you, it will be a pleasure and a comfort to

you to remember that you bore with his faults.

Keeping a dog tied all the time makes him savage or dull.

It gives him but halfa life. Before resorting to such a treatment

for your dog, tliink whether it would be agreeable to yourself to be

at the end of a chain or rope all your days.

Reward your dog with ])leasant words when he obeys you. Do
not allow children to tease him when ho needs sleep and rest.

Above all things, after your faithful animal has learned to wait

your coming, and to know your step among a crowd, don't go. and

coldly sell him or give him to a stranger. Count the cost of his

keeping before you have gained his affection.

Follow these rules and you will be rewarded by a faithful and

loving companion, one who will never leave you when your

fame or fortune wanes—one who will love you and serve you

till death with a fond and true affection.

—

Selected.

—A recent advertisement contains the following : "If the gen-

tleman who keeps the shoe store with the red Iiead will return the

umbrella of a young lady with whalebone ribs and an ivory handle
to the slate-roofed grocer's store, he will hear of something to his

advantage as the same is the gift of a deceased mother now no
more with the name engraved upon it."
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PiqEOfJ DEp^f^Jj«E[\Ij.

JOTTINGS.
A coujile of iuifcdotes are fold of a late breeder of pigeons in

this city, whicli are too good to be lost, though I would not advise

any beginners to take copy from them. The said pigeon -breeder

sold a number of young Tumblers to a gentleman of his acquain-

tance, and informed him, when it was inquired how long birds

should be confined in their new home, that about three weeks

would bo long enough. The purchaser was about to leave, being

highly satisfied with his bargain and pleased at the prospect of

allowing the pigeons their liberty so soon, when he was stopped

by the words "look here ! here's a couple of old cocks I have no

mates for ; take them along too." The man :vaB only too glad to

ilo so, for, being a novice, he reasoned "the more the merrier,"

and put them in his basket with the squealers.* The birds were

locked up the time advised and, when lot out, gladdened the

owner's heart by remaining for some liours upon the roofs in the

neighborhood. Soon, however, a loud clapping of wings was

heard, and the old birds, which bad been " thrown in" to fill up

the basket, started iu a bee line for home, and, naturally enough,

off flew all the young ones in their wake. The old birds were of

the sort known as " tollers." He visited his loft at night and it

was silent and empty. Whether the birds were reclaimed and

again obtained possession of we do not venture to say. We
hope so ; but, if the following is true, the chances perhaps are a

little slim.

A disconsolate young man, who had ])reviously purchased birds

of this same breeder, once came to inquire if his fine yellow cock

had returned to its former owner. The acute pigeon keeper,

strewing hemp-seed in the yard, called "tib, tib, tib," and down
showered the Tumblers from the eaves. As they were scrambling

over one another eagerly devouring the seed, the question was put,

"Do you sec your birds among them?" The unpracticed eyes

of the beginner were utterly nnable to do so, though he thought

he made a thorough examination ; and he sadly and hopelessly

went away. " D ish fool ! couldn't tell his own bird—I saw
him all the time !

"
p. B.

JEjViS.

A Cunning Bear.—A small menagerie exhibited at a fair in

a village in Ayrshire was much crowded with visitors. Among
the animals was a brown bear, not shut up in a cage, but fastened

by a chain in a corner of the area, which was fenced off by a

slight rail, that people might not go too near him. A woman
who was there with a basket selling gingerbread, however, went
60 near that bruin, putting forth his huge paw, clutched the basket

which he quickly drew from her hand, emptying most of its con-

tents upon the ground within the space allotted to himself. She
began to make some attempt to recover her gingerbread, but the

animal, offering no violent resistance, quietly lay down upon it.

and then proceeded to draw it forth piece by piece, and to eat it

at his leisure. Something of reason was surely displayed by the

bear in adopting this method to secure possession of the ginger-

bread.

Dangerous Attack from a Domestic Cat.—One of the

strangest and most persistent attacks we have ever heard of was

made on Monday, by a cat upon a little girl whose name we
could not learn, who with two companions had been out berrying,

and, had approached Mr. S. B. Branton's house, on the convent

property, to obtain a drink of water. The children no sooner

appeared at the door than a house cat, whicli had been quietly

dozing in the sun, made a spring at one of the children, and

with teeth and claws bit and tore the child's face and shoulders

in a dreadful way. Attracted by its shrieks, Mr. Branton, who
had been at work near by, ran up, and snatching the child in

his arms, beat the maddened and infuriated animal off with a

club. Thrice was the attack attempted to be renewed upon the

same girl, and had assistance not been at hand there is no doubt

the beast would have overcome the child. Mr. Branton's clothes

were covered witli blood.

—

Chatham (C. E.) Planet.

Harnessing a Sturgeon.—Mr. Robert L. Pell, residing

near West Park, on tlie Hudson, has made an experiment in util-

izing a sturgeon, from which he has extracted much entertain-

ment for himself and visitors. Having caught a fine fish of the

kind, nine feet long, it occurred to him that it was sufficiently

powerful to draw a boat with at least one man. The fish was

therefore secured until a leather and rope harness could be attached

to his body, in a way which prevented its slipping back of the fins.

The fish was placed in an artificial lake, about a quarter of a mile

long, on the grounds of Mr. Pell.

In order to obtain the services of the sturgeon when needed, a

pair of rope reins, eighteen feet long, were attached to the harness,

and these were fastened to a large cork float, which swam upon

the water. A boat five and a half feet long and two and a half

wide, was then constructed. It could contain but one man, and

in that Mr. Pell took his seat, and attached the chain at the bow
to the floating cork. The sturgeon soon began to move, and the

moment he realized that a further impediment existed to his

movements he shot frantically ahead. The boat swayed to and

fro, and the spray, dashing furiously from the prow, flew in every

direction. Frequently the gunwale was an inch or two below the

water's edge, but such was the rapidity of motion that the water

had not time to overflow it. The lake being but seventeen feet

deep, and the reins eighteen feet long, there was no possibility of

being pulled under the water by the diving of the fish, and the

career of the boat was uninterrupted. The sturgeon kept near

the sides of the lake, and swam four times around without slack-

ing his pace. He then rose to the surface, rolled on his back, and

exposed his white stomach to the sunshine, as if to saj', " I have

swum long enough, and am not going any further."

Mr. Pell, satisfied with his experience, then detached the boat

from the float and landed. The fish soon again disappeared. At
each subsequent sail, whether by Mr. Pell or any one else, the

fish would rush regularly four times around the lake and no more.

He would then, as at first, regularly roll over on his back and

rest.

A neighbor of Mr. Pell caught a large sturgeon, and imitated

his experiment in the river. Matters worked well for a few mo-

ments, but it suddenly occurred to the sturgeon to dive. This,

the river being deep, he could easily do. To the dismay of his

owner, under went the cork float, and a violent jerk at the prow

of the boat was a warning to jump into the stream. The boat

went down, and was lost to sight for several minutes. That was

the beginning and end of harnessing sturgeon as a river pastime.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MIDDLESEX POnLTKT ASSOCIATION

AT LOWELL.

The annual meeting of the Middlesex Poultry Association was

held Wednesday afternoon, Sept. 6th, in the Citizens' Committee

Room, Huntington Hall, Lowell, Mass. The old board of offi-

cers was re-elected, as follows : President, Mr. Laurin Martin of

Lowell ; Vice-Presidents, Mr. George F. Pennimau of Lowell,

and Mr. George V. Fletcher of Belmont; Secretary and Treas-

urer, Mr. E. T. Eowell of Lowell. The Executive Committee

consists of the aboTe-named officers, and John H. Nichols, W.
H. Hope, W. M. Noyes, Neil Thompson, John McQuestion of

Lowell; Philander Williams of Taunton; J. Henry Symonds,

Woburn ; Charles H. Edmoads, Melrose ; D. F. Ellis, North

Cambridge; W. Frank Bacon, Lexington. Some new members

were admitted, and the Treasurer's report was accepted and

adopted. The annual exhibition is to be December 5th, Gth, and

7th, when a large number of premiums and special prizes will

be awarded. Several of the latter have already been contributed.

Very many fowl fanciers have signified their intention of being

present with specimens ; a band will furnish music on both even-

ings, and the prospect is for one of the best exhibitions yet given.

deNce.

information wanted about parrots.

Editor Fancier's Journal:

Can you inform me of a good remedy which will cure Parrots

when they have a cold, with difficulty of breathing. If you can,

please let me know through the Journal. My birds are young,

and I should not like to lose them. Also a remedy for lice.

E. R. Krause & Bro.,

P. 0. Box 508, Zanesville, Ohio.

postal card.

Dear Editor :

Good for "Postal Card,"—in your Journal, No. 34, he is

right. I can save ten dollars per annum by using the handy little

"Postals." They are more convenient too, and I am willing to

let all concerned see my offers to my correspondents for the stock

I have as a specialty. I have enclosed Cards to others for their

use in answer to my enquiries, and they almost invariably would

answer in a white envelope and send ten words on a whole sheet

of heavy paper. Save it, save it, and give the benefit to your

customers ; run on a cheap scale as far as communication goes.

Give us your right hand, brother " P. C."
P. Card, Jr.

HoLLis Center, Sept. 4, 1876.

satisfaction expressed.

I am glad to say that through your exchange columns we made
several exchanges, all of which were satisfactory.

Worcester, Sept. 10, 1876. G. A. S.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—6,500 persons visited the Philadelphia Zoological Garden
Sunday, August 27, and the receipts were $1,972.

—A notice of a steamboat explosion in a western paper ends

thusly :
" The captain swam ashore. So did the chambermaid ;

she was insured for $1.5,000, and loaded with iron."

—A writer speaking of the late Matthew Vassar, founder of the

college which bears his name, says among other things that " in

early life he was an oyster seller."

Doubtless then, he had often good stews and fries in him.

—Suspicious Mother.—"Johny, last Monday morning I found

several long golden hairs on the lapel of your Sunday coat !

"

Dutiful Son.—",Yes mother—fact is my girl put a head on me
Sunday night !

"

—Norway makes a very imposing exhibit of cod-liver oils.

—

Ledger.

So do some of the dealers about here

—

imposing lard scented

with codfish, for the genuine.

—A Berks county artist has painted a bunch of onions, which
exhibits strength.

A Jersey man last week looked at the painting and swore the

bunch of onions was nothing but "Ingins."

—What's in a name ?—John Shortguts writes to the London
Times, complaining that the Heralds' College won't change his

name to Brown He says his sons are teased by their schoolmates

and nobody will marry his daughters.

—A woman in Albany is on trial for cruelty to a cat.

The poor cat's offense was taking a cat-nap in a fine bed of cat-

nip when she met with the broomstick catastrophe, which fell

upon her with the force of a cat-a-ract, and the weight of a cat-a-

pultic stone, falling from the Cats-kills, which, coming upon the

poor cat-a-sauq, killed her as dead as though she had been seized

mth a cata-leptic fit in one of the cat-a-combs of Egypt, or a coal

mine of the cat-a-wissa. Requies-cat.

—We may as well quote a bit of obituary poetry which recently

appeared in a Philadelphia newspaper, because nothing more
wonderful in the way of rhyme was ever constructed. Here it is ;

" Our little Sallie did to heaven go, Baby life so fleet is. She
was afflicted with the cerebro-Spinal meningitis. 'Tis hard to

loose our Sallie so. But the reflection sweet is, That she's' gone

where there is no cerebro-Spinal meningitis." A lovelier little bit

of elegiac poetry we do not remember to have read, albeit the

demise of the infant population is continually calling out that

sort of thing.

—Waste Tobacco.—Tobacco is boiled at the Richmond
Cavendish Company's bonded works in Liverpool, to make a

wash for sheep. As much as 28 cwt. has been boiled down on

the premises in a single day, and on one occasion the Mersey river

authorities were put to much perplexity and trouble by the diffi-

culty of sinking a mass of refuse which had been sent out to sea,

and persisted in floating back with the incoming tide. There M'cre

about 50 tons of it, and days passed before it could be induced to

disappear. The decoction of tobacco is adulterated with sulphate

of copper, turpentine, and salt, as soon as it is cool, and the ex-

hausted leaf partially destroyed (denicotised) with quicklime

before leaving the boiling house, under the direction of the customs.

This prevents either the waste or the refuse from being used in
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tohacco manufacture aficnvards. Each gallon of the sheep wash
contains tlie essence of 24 ozs. of strong American leaf. The
pre])aration, which is allowed to lie sold free of duty, has found
favor not only among breeders of sheep, hut among agricultural-

ists and gardeners, as an effective vermin destroyer.—-^oAn Dunnimj,
in Journal of Applied Cliemisti-i/

—The preparing of the skin of the fur-seal is at present monop-
olized by certain firms in London. It consists of three processes.

The first, the plucking by hand from the inner side of the skin
the long hair.s that project beyond and hide the fur ; second, the
shaving and tanning of the skin ; and lastly, the dyeing. !Iow to

change the light brown of nature to the deep rich brown of the fur-

rier shops, was said to be a secret known to but one house in the
world—and that in London—but a German in San Francisco has
of late shown specimens of his own dyeing that compare f.ivor-

ably with the best imported work. The American traders receive

$10 each for the raw skins, while the American purchaser of
dressed ^kins must pay $40. It is proposed now to establish an
Industrie in San Francisco to do the work there, thereby saving
the expenses of transponation and duty, with the enormous profits

the English demand. It is estimated that 150,01)0 skins of the
fur-seal pass through San Francisco annually, from the islands
of Alaska and Kanischatka.

—The Voracity of Fishes.—In your issue of June 24, you
give us an engraving of fish-hooks, &c., found in the stomach of
a cod, by Mr. Krank Bticklaud. Some of our southern streanis
contain voracious fish. An acquaintance of mine caught a caifi.-h

in a lake on the Arkansas Hivcr, near Little liock, some few years
since, from the stomach of which was taken the larger part of an
ox liver, twenty three hen's eggs, three puppies, and a child's shoe.
Whether the fish had swallowed the child whole, and it had been
digested by the juices of the catfish's stomach, and the shoe alone
remained to tell the child's sad fate, or whether the child escajied
the jaws of the voracious fish, losing only its .shoe in the reiicuntre,

the evidence was not siifiiciently clear to determine. Rut that the
above enumerated articles were found in its stomach is undeuia
ble; and 1 thiuk this is enough to establish the fact that the catfish

is also a voracious fish. Kobkrt L. Steel,
In Scienlific American.

—The Dcblin LioyEsa.—In the report of the council of the
Dublin Zoiilogical Gardens, there is an account of the death of
one of the lionesses, in which is noted a touching incident, worthy
of being recorded. The. large cats, when in health, have no ob-
jection to the presence of rats in their cages; on the contrary,
they rather welcome them, as a relief to the monotony of exist-
ence, which constitutes the chief trial of a wild animal in confine-
ment. Thus it is a common sight to see half a dozen rats gnaw-
ing the bones on which the lions have dined, while the satisfied

carnivores look on contentedly, giving the poor rats an occasional
wink with their sleepy eyes. In illness the case is different, for
the ungrateful rats begin to nibble the toes of the lord of the
forest before his death, and add considerably to his discomfort.
" To save onr lioness from this annoyance, we placed in her
cage a fine little tan terrier, who was at first received with a
sulky growl; but when the first rat appeared, and the lioness saw
the little terrier toss him into the air, catching him with profes-
sional skill across the loins with a snap as he came down, she be-
gan to understand what the terrier was for. She coaxed him to
her side, and each night the little terrier slept at the breast of the
lioness, enfolded with her paws, and watching that his natural ene-
mies did not disturb the rest of his mistress. The rats had a bad
time during those six weeks."

—

Scientific American.

—Animal Life.—Few men engaged in the practical walks of
life are so intimately associated with nature as the farmer. He has
to deal every day with a great variety of domestic animals, while
at the same time he is constantly favored with opportunities to
study the habits and peculiarities of animals in a wild state, in
the fields and the forests. An intelligent, observing farmer is a
practical zoologist. He has a wider range of knowledge, and
greater mass of facts about animals, birds, reptiles, fishes, and
insects, than most other men, and this knowledge is technically
called zoology. Almost every kind of knowledge, when it is

classified, seems to end in some ologij. Zoology treats of animal
life, and is a science of the utmost interest, but of vast extent and
difficulty. The general system of classification in this great
kingdom of nature, and the natural history of the more common
animals, with some knowledge of their comparative structure,
should be familiar to every well-educated person. The zoologist
in applyiiig his knowledge to agriculture, would, as an entomolo-
gist, discourse of useful insects, like the silk-worm and the honey-
bee, their habits, diseases, and proper treatment under the varying

circumstances of their existence; or he would point out the inju-
rious insects, the borers, caterpillars, and beetles, and inform us
what to do for protection against their depreditions. As an
ichthyologist, he would reveal the mysteries of the new branch of
farming, the breeding of fish; and as an ornithologist, he would
give us an in,sight into the structure and habits of domestic and
other birds. He should also teach the history and peculiarities of
the different breeds of mammals, which haveresuhed from domes-
tication, and the principles by which varieties are to be produced
or preserved.

—

Ploiujlunan.

—Can Ants Talk?—No one has studied the habits of "our six-
legged rivals" out with being impressed by their aliility to communi-
cate with each other, and the wiile range of intelligence which they
seem able to convey. Information of common danger is quickly
spread throughout colonies numbering many ihonsands, the news
being brought by i)erbaps one or two spies. Hitherto their mode of
communication has been a mystery, the most, plausible hypothesis
being that it was by a sort of fencing with their antennas. Thus
an ant returning from a foraging expedition meets another out-
ward bound. They stop, strike antennae together a few times,
then proceed. No. 1 to the nest. No. 2 setting off on a new course
and going straight to the place where No. 1 found her load. It
would now appear that the striking of antennie is merely a sort
of salutation, as two neighbors might shake hands, while conver-
sation goes on by other means. At any rate, according to the
report of Professor Landois to the Natural History Society of
I'russian Khineland, they are provided wiih a sounding apparatus
resembling that of the wasp. To have implies to use; and
though its pitch is generally inaudible to human ears, its range of
tone may be ample for a fully developed language. We say
"generally inaudible," notwithstanding Professor Landois' belief

that It is always so, having more than once noticed a faint stri-

dent, hissing sound proceeding from columns of large ants when
annoyed. The next thing in order is an apparatus for making
inaudible sounds audible, as invisible rays are made luminous;
then some enterprising student may give us a comparative gram-
mar of formic idioms.

—

Scientijic American.

—DcTcii BuLns.—The fall of the year is the proper -time to

plant hyacinths, tulips and crocuses, which are the chief roots
known as Dutch bulbs. In Holland, where they seem to grow to

greater perfection than in any other part of the world, they are
rai.sed in a sort of black soil, reclaimed by draining from the sea.

This is something similar to our salt marsh mud. It may be
that a little salt mixed with a sandy soil would benefit these roots

in our culture, but this is a mere suggestion, which, as the law-
yers say, must be taken for what it is worth.

In regular garden experience these bulbs are found to do well
in any rich garden soil. In planting they are set about two
inches beneath the surface, with a little litter of some sort thrown
over them to keep them from being drawn out by the frost in the
winter season. The named kinds are, as a general thing, much
the handsomest, and then they offer one a better chance to make
a nice selection of various colors and shades. It requires more
labor to keep these kinds separate and to name them afterwards,

and so they are more costly than the mixed unnamed kinds. As
a mere matter of quality, the unnamed ones are generally as.good
as those which are named, that is those which are sold as first

quality roots.

The growth of hyacinths in pots and glasses of water is always
of interest. F'ew things give more pleasure in the fioral line than
they do. The best results in this way are obtained when the

roots are planted early in the fall, and set in as cool a place as

possible, so as to give time to the roots to grow before the plants

are introduced to warm rooms. If brought into these warm
places before they have time to root well, their bloom is rather

small. Those who grow them for forcing, and in these days of

winter cut fiowers, they have become popular with florists for this

purpose, the best results are had from roots set singly in four inch
pots at this season, and the pots plunged in sand in the open
ground. If not put into too great a heat when taken into the

house in October they will flower by Christmas, when flowers are

in most demand. Others are kept in the pots buried in sand in

cellars or sheds, where they can be got at easily in the frosty

weather, and in this way they can be had to flower in succession

all through the winter.

When in glasses they are not plunged, of course, but it is usual

to keep them some time in cellars or closets, as the roots always
grow best in the dark.

—

Maryland Farmer.

—A Fossil Deer-Track in a Hunter's Skull.—While
hunting in the Allegbanies in the autumn of 1875, 1 often amused
myself by searching for the fossil foot-prints of animalsin the rocks

of the river-beds. In company with an old mountaineer, I visited.
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one morning, a valley said to be very rich in these leaves of stone
in the book of nature, written over by the feet of animals in the

long ago. We found a' large spring bubbling up from under a
cliff, and flowing over a smooth surface of limestone, perhaps fifty

feet in length, falling at its lower extremity into a beautiful

cavern half hidden by laurel and pine. On this rock are the fos-

sil footprints of almost all the animals to be found in the^e moun-
tains. Here are the tracks of a frightened deer sunken deep into

the solid rock, and close beside them those of a bounding puma.
Here a bear has left his foot-prints, and just beside them an Indian
hunter followed in pursuit. Jly companion, seeing the interest

with which I examined this pictured rock, told me that be had a

deer-track in his skull. Hunting one day on the mountain, he

had fired at a large buck, and as it fell, apparently dead, he threw
aside his gun and approached it, .irmed only with his hunting
knife. The deer sprang up and attacked the hunter furiously,

having been only stunned for a moment, the ball striking the
" beam " near the head. The d.iy was intensely cold, the snow
lying deep on the mountains, and in the struggle that ensued the

hunter lost his knife, and both combatants fell over a cliff con-

cealed by the rhododendrons, weighted down by the snow. The
hunter was stunned by the fall, and the deer sprang upon him,
striking him with his hoofs and goring him with his tines. As
long as he would lie perfectly quiet the deer would stand over
him with glowing eyes, but offering him no injury. Tlie moment
he would make the slightest movement it would again trample
him under Its feet. Suffering from many wounds, and slowly
freezing in the snow, the hunter sought to change his position to

one of greater ease, when the deer, springing high into the air,

struck him on the head with all its force, sinking the hoof into

.the skull, and he remembers no more until he awoke to conscious-

ness next morning in his own cabin. Another hunter, coming
upon their trail in the snow, followed it down to the cliff, and
seeing the deer and Its victim below, ended the confiict with a
ball from his rifle. The burner recovered from all his wounds,
and has roamed the mountains fur years since then, in search of
hear and lynx and puma, but be carries a perfect deer-track in his

skull, as fairly printed as any in the rocks. J. M. McCann.
—Glass Sponge Under the Microscope..—Among the

Japanese the sponge is known as "sea cotton." And until re-

cently this idea of the vegetable nature of the sponge was univer-

sal. The microscope alone cast light into this darkness. The
sponge is indeed an anim:d. It is also true that these spcmge ani-

mals belong to many genera and species. The work of classifi-

cation, is, however, so far as the sponges are concerned, one of
great difficulty, and without the microscope it is impossible. In
general terms, the sponge of the toilet is the skeleton of an im-
mense number of sponge animals. The horny skeleton holds the

sarcode or sponge flesh. This sarcode surrounds the entire struc-

ture, and, indeed, excepting the openings or tubes necessary for

inhaling and exhaling, it is also the filling in of the structure.

Now this sarcode is of a consistence like jelly, and would be difflu-

ent but for the fact that it contains mixed all through it little

spiculate particles of a siliceous or calcareous nature, that give to

the sarcode a consistency or ability to hold together, much as the

hair does to the plaster through which it is mixed. And as these

minute spicules have very definite forms, and these forms vary
with the species, they become of great help in their determination.

It is noticeable, then, that a sponge skeleton, when alive, consists

of two parts—the one with which we are familiar as the sponge
of commerce, and wliich is of an animal nature, namely, keratose

or liorn, and the other the spicules, or filling-in of the reticulated

horny part; and these spicules are mineral, eiiher silex or bme.
Now the strange exception to all this is with the glass sponges :

instance the familiar .Japanese glass-rope sponge, the hynlonema.
Its skeleton is all sIlex, the long fibres or threads which compose
the rope nr coil, also the finer structure called the head. The
greater part of the head is made of very fine fibres or glass

threads, and the filling-in is with bcautifnl spicules of the same
material. The whole skeleton then is composed of silex. * * *

When dry some glass slips or slides were prepared for the mi-
croscope. This was simply done by touching a slide against the
paper, when the merest trace of dust would adhere to the glass.

The slide was next put under the microscope. The scene pre-

sented was a vision of beauty. Forms innumerable appeared
as the slide was moved slowly ou the stage of the instrument.
The variety of these forms was endless, although nearly
all could be reduced to a few patterns, of which they were
modifications. And every one of these jiretty figures was trans-

parent, for they were of natural glass. Many of tliem gleamed
like pearls. Some of these forms were so odd, others were so
exquisite ! Crosses were there of indescribable beauty. Some
forms there were that resembed the knightly lance of the hero of

La Mancha. Others were like feathers, and some were like churn-
dashers. Some suggested snow crystals, and besides their simili-

tude of form, they had the same sparkle too. Many, however,
were of forms not easily described. As the best that could be
done, we have drawn from the microscope some seventy of these

hyalonema spicules. There are two figures among them—the
one of a discoidal form, and that one of a truncated ovoid

—

which, though found among the spicules, are plainly shells of
some foramlnifera which h.ave served as food to the glass sponge.
The figures are all greatly enlarged, from 400 to even UOO diam-
eters, and some even 2000.

—

Harper's Mar/nziue.

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

ZOO NOTES, NO. 29.

BY HUON.

POMPET THE LlOlf SPEAKS A PIECE.

[Continued from Page 423.]

I was sorry for Mrs. I3en, that she received such rough treat-

ment at the hands—or rather feet and teeth of her lord, nor must

she be called a " monster " because she made a hasty meal off the

leg which had been so eflTectually mangled. She was not hungry,

as some of you supposed, but was merely following out her instinct,

and performed amputation on herself that she might save her life;

and she would have saved it had she been in her native jungles,

where fights continually take place, and fearful wounds are both

given and taken. There, sclfamputaiion and careful licking, to-

gether with plentiful applications of saliva will set things to

rights much sooner than any of your doctors can. As it was,

however, the poor girl had to be put out of the way, and as she

soon would have died in her confined place, I was glad you gave

her poison, friend Nash, thus ending her misery, but it will be a

long while before you see her like again, for she was a splendid

s.ample of that tiger race only properly produced in Bengal, and

which I am proud to own as relatives. '

Eeports come to me (being King of the Beasts) from all parts

of the Garden that these same pretentions conversations take

place in front of nearly all the cages. With some, however, it is

not so hard as it is with others. There are my friends the bears,

down yonder ; the great grizzly whom 1 re.spect, though 1 am not

much acquainted with bim. Give him enough apples or cakes,

and he don't mind what is said ; or if he hears what he does not

like, he can retire to his private chamber (something I am not

provided with), or he can perform his gymnastic exercises, and

by climbing to the top of his tree, get out of the way of the talk

when it gets too "small." Now the elephant is, I confess, rather

weak as regards humans, and will persist in viewing the species

of both sexes, as well-meaning, harmless creatures, who flatter it

tor its traditional intelligence, vast size, and great physical strength.

The rhinoceros is too stupid to have any opinion worth hearing
;

and the wolf has no opinion at all when separated from his pack,

—but I hear that he is always hiding his fangs in order to remind

visitors of Romulus and Remus—that story of man's invention

which he does not believe himself now, no more than the other

tories he creates, and then denies in half a generation alter they

have been created ! Did they not rub out Tell, and make me the

" lion " of the Swiss ? If you don't believe me, go to the Lake

of Lucerne and witness the carving of my effigy on the face of

the huge rock. The monkey's opinion—well, I don't know what

they think, or whether they think at all. There is really such a

resemblance between them and many of the visitors who every

day surround their cage that one cannot speculate as to what

might be their opinions. One thing is certain, the monkey

family holds its human imitators in considerable contempt, for

there arc some of them over in the house who, I am sure, are con-

tinually turning somersaults to show how upside down most of
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those same humans are in their notions, and liow all the while

they are talking about " advancing," they are fust develop-

ing backieanU.

Only a few days ago I was cxnsperated beyond endurance, and

had it not been for my friend Nash whose word with me is law, I

should have torn up one of my floor boards in my excitement.

It was just after dinner and I was dozing with my head on my
paws alongside of Minnie, you see, when I heard a whispering

near my bars. It came from two humanesses, one of which had

endeavored to imitate my friend the camel in a tremendous Aiim/i

placed on her back, and if the humaness had got down on all

fours it would really have been a good imitation. The other had

quite as successfully impersonated the peacock in the gorgeous-

ness of the many bucd garments in which she was decked, as well

as the peacock tail

—

trail I think she called it—which she swept

after her along the ground. Well these two halted before my cage,

and woke me from my doze, Miss Peacock whispering to Miss

Camel, "Dear me, how like!" and Miss Camel whi.spering

back, "Yes, dear! what a wonderful resemblance." So I just

turned my head on my fore paw and I saw—it almost makes me

go at that pUink in my floor in earnest when I think of what I

beheld!—A big buttonedup, strutting, pudding-chested, yellow-

kidded, shiny-booted luimanite, who had, with the help of razor,

scissors, pomatum, hair parted in tlie middle, and various other

contrivances, (j-jVt/ to make himself look like me. " What a

lion face," said Miss Camel. " What a kingly leonine form !

"

piped Miss Peacock, and then both together, looking direct at me,

"how m-ajes-ti-c! what a wonderful resemblance indeed!"

What I I resemble him? Sliade of my ancestor, slain and riddled

by Samson, but this was too bad, grrw-w-grr-w-w, and there was

a swish of my tail against the bars of the cage with a crash and

roar that made these " higher" animals scamper away in a con-

vulsion of terror as though the Puma had broken loose, or the

Tasmanian gentleman in black (he of the wicked name, with

whom, until I came here, I never had acquaintance), was exer-

cising his devilish propensity upon them. Dear me, how that roar

and swish of my tail did frighten those " higher " animals, "whose

eyes" they say, " have power to quell the very fiercest of the ani

mal kingdom." And the manner of their going ! ha ha, it was

anything but " majestic." Anyhow, I was clear of the Peacock,

the Camel, and that "fellow that looked like me," for that day.

One more growl and I have done. Why do these hnmans call

us the "animal kingdom " and themselves only the human race, if

it is not that they acknowledge our superiority? Surely a kin

dom must be greater than a mere race ! They call me " King of

Beasts."—I know what their flattery means. How can they help

it now after having so long made a " lion " of mc ? Wasn't I a

king in the Garden of Eden ? Don't I figure on the old Assyrian

and Egyptian temple walls with the addition of angel's wings

Wasn't my mouth, through all the long and glorious years of the

Venetian republic, the receptacle for the tremendous secrets of the

awful and thrice dreaded Council of Ten ? And to this day does

not my form from the column of St. Mark watch over the side

which ebbs and flows by the " City of the Sea?" Has not Eng-

land, that nation upon whose possessions the "sun never sets,"

used me long as an emblem of her mighty sovereignty ? How
else then should they call me? But I know what their flattery

means. I am praised and given all these titles because of the

vanity of the humans as well as to excuse themselves for endeavor-

ing to attain the development they practically strive after. 0, I

know them now ! As to their somersaults and their theories I

have nothing to do with them ; but one of their theorists—Darwin

I think he is called—claims to have been developed from an ape.

Now, that fellow over therein the monkey house, who is continu-

ally turning heels over head as a mere expression of contempt for

the " higher ordfr," might give quite a different opinion. Indeed,

he might object to the proposed relationship were he to quit his

topsy-turvy business for a moment and " rise to explain."

I have said that since I had been caged up here, I have learned

something of these humans—many of them have improved upon

acquaintance besides my friend Nash.

Many a time when I have been taking my after-dinner nap

would I have been " stirred up " with the stick of some bifurcate,

or have my paws tickled by the umbrella of some bifiircatess, had

it not been for him. Humaness Nash, I don't see much of. She

it was who took my cub Rosy home to nurse. She must keep her

eye on that girl ! I wouldn't like her to put too much confidence in

Uo.sy, or fake her to bed with her much longer—Posy's "sickle

razors " grow very fust—or some of these nights there might be a

"Nashingof teeth."

All, here comes our beef—no more growls to-day—Pm hungry

and dinner is "metal more attractive " than "jawin' back" to

humans—Tb.anks friend Nash for this fourteen pound piece, and

my wife is equally as thankful for her twelve pounder. Come

Minnie, the banquet waits, gr-ww.

Excli/^fJqEs.

(jr^^Advertisements under this bead, of four line.s, or forty-eight words de-

.scribin? and offering for E.1CCl«aii'J.e only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for eiich and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cent4 will be charged.

(^^^"'To EXCUANGB FOR CASH'- or "gREKNBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or "WAMED AN OFFER," ecc, etc., cannot under any circumstances be admitted

to the Exchaiti^fi or Wanf. column.
iE£r"No Kxciiange or \Vant will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

W. H. CUlNiNIIVGHAM, Chenango Bridge, Broome Co., N. Y.,

will exchange a few fir,-t clii.«s White Leghorn Hens or Pnllets, for a good Re-
volver, Double-barrel Shot Gun, or good Buggy Harness. Must be new, or

nearly so.

WM. J. CHIIVlVirK, Trenton, N. J., will exchange a Skye Terrier

Dog, 8 months old, from imported stock; 1 pair brown winged Tnrbits ; 1

pair white FHn-i. 3 odd I'outer Cocks, for Pouter hens, Autwerps, Carriera,

(mated), and odd hen Carriers. Lnp Eared Rahbits, or offers.

E, S, AVHITIiVG, Pluinville, Mass., will exchange a few pairs of nice

BUick African llant.ams, for a nice Double-barrel Shot Gun, or a good Silver

Iluntiog Case Watch. Correspondence solicited.

J«>HN WYKOFF, Basking Ridge, N. J., will exchange an Orange

and White Setter Dog, 2 years old, well broken, warranted staunch and true

on point, for a good Mu'zzle-loadiug Patent-breech Shot Gun, 11 or 12 bore.

Dog fully warranted worth S75.00. Gun to be sent on inspection. References

Ij, fSOKOON, Sloansville, N. Y., will exchange first-class Iloudan

Cockerels, and young Rouen Drakes, for Brahmas, Cochins, Bantams. White

Leghorns, Whi'e-crested Muffed Polish, White Uuinca Fowls, Silkies, Cayuga,

or Call Ducks, a Pekin Duck, Sultans, or a Mnscovy Drake.

FlNCIESt? Box 314, Worcester, Mass , will exchange choice While

Fautail Pigeons, both crested and smooth neck, worth 3f5.00 and SflO.OO per

pair, for good I'ullets of any breed for laying, fancy points not required,

Nursery Stock, Jewelry, or offers.

li. J. NEWHAKB, Allentown, Lehiiih Co., Pa., will exchange fine

Partridge Cochins, Fowls and Chicks, and Black Bald-head Tumblers, for

good Potatoes. Will guarantee satisfaction.

SMITH & B350., Stony Brook, N. Y., will exchange fine Dark

Brahmas, Brown and White Leghorn Chicks, also Game Bantams, and Ayles-

bury Ducks, for Spangled Himburgs, Polish or French Fowls.

15. P. CARPENTEIfi. Mendota, III., will exchange 2 Setter Pups,

one 10 months old, the other 2 months old, for any Sporting Implements of

value, or Stuffed Birds. ( I'he pups are well bred.)

I>!S. S. THO."*. BSlSSJ'iY, Emmittsburg, Md., will exch.ange P.

Cochin Cock, 1 Hen and 1 Chick, and several Brown Leghorn Cockerels, for P.

Rock or Iloudan Pullets, or Fancy Pigeons, or offers ; also D. Brahma Cockerel,

(Sbarpless crossed with Williams Cock), for D. Brahma Cockerel. Same

S. V. BECKtVITH, Winsted, Conn., will exchange three Flying

uirreLs, mised by hand, very tame, pretty pets, for trio Creve Cteur Chicks,

offers.' Stock must he first-class.
;?qu-

G A S., I'oK 700, Worcester, Mass., will exchange Scroll Saw, foot

power (.¥20), and 18 Tnmhler Pigeons of various colors, 3 mated pairs, rest

odd or young, for P. ('ochins, Leghorns, P. Rncks, D. and L. Brahmas, Ban-

tams, Poultry, Pigeon Exhibition Coops, or offers Postal cards.

J4UBN F. Hon !»EK, Tamaqua, Pa., wants to exchange 3 good

Violius 1 Double Violin Box, 1 Bird Organ, 1 Bound Volume of Wright's

Illustrated Book of Ponl rv, 1 Electric Battery, 1 Show Case, 1 Rifle, 2 Old

Style Family Clocks. Fowl and Pigeon Exhibition Coops, 1 Rabbit Hnlch, 1

Squirrel Cage, 2 Parrot Cages, 1 Red Bird and Cage, a good singer, 1 Accordi-on

,

in good condition, 1 Pool-Wheel, also Fancy Pigeons, for offers. Speak quick.
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p. A. PENNINOTON, Delaware City, Del., will excbange 1 paiv

White Pouters, 1 pair White Carriers, 1 pair Red Carriert*, 'I pairs Blue
Carriers, 2 pairs Blaclt Carriers, 1 pair Yellow Barba, 2 pairs Black Barbs 1

ReiJ Uarb Cock, 1 pair White Funs, 1 White KufBe lien, for Blue or lied

Fans, or Black, White, or Red Ruffles.

ISAAC VAN ^VINKLE, Boi 13, Greenville, Hudson Co., N. J.,

will exchange a few Fancy Pigeons, for Brown and White Leghorn, and
Plymouth Rook Pullets and liens. My stock has won 50 first premiums in

E. li. IiEVVIS, Ansonia, Conn., will exchange 100 choice Bl.ick, lied,

and Derby Stags, bred for the pit, and 1 tine Setter Pup, for a Breech loading

Shot Gun, light jointed Pole and Reel, or offers
;
also Wright Foultry Keeper,

new, for Dead Shot or Sportsman's Guide.

NOVELTV PRINTING CO., Albany, N. Y., will exchange fine

young male Mocking Birds, for all kinds of old Eecond-band Novels, or other
books.

BOX 869, Rockville, Conn., will exchange a C Cornet, cost §60, for a

first-class Central-fire Shot Gun. Must be in good order, as the Cornet is.

JOHN F. HOUSER, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange for offers Pigeon
and Hen Manure, by the barrel or bushel.

Book Exchange.
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and

offering ONE Book for Sale^ Exchange, or Wanted, will be allowed at 10 cents

for each and every iuserlion.

B.AIiliOU'S TKKASURY OF THOUGHT, 579 pnges in

cloth, good and new, will be exchanged for offers in Poultry and Pigeons, by
G. A. S , Box 700, Worcester, Mass. Postal cards.

AUDUBON "^VANTED—.Jos. M. Warte, Rockville, Conn., wants a

copy of the above ^^ork. Sta'e condition and lowest cash price.

BOOKS TO SPAKE.
1. Handel's Israel io Egypt Novello's.

2. Haydo's Creation "
3. Mendelsohn's Klijah "
4. Mendelsohn's St. Paul Ditson's.

6. Handel's Mes.si.ih "
6. Life and Writings of Charles Dickene, by Phebe A. Han;iford.

7. Peregrine Pickle Geo. Routledge fc Sons.

8. The Works of T. Smollet T^e & Shepard
9. The Portrait; a Roraiince of the Cuyahoga A'alley. By A. G Riddle.

10. The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by W. II. Ilolcombe, M. D.
11. Our Own Birds, bv Wm. L. Bailey.

12. The Romance of Ilislorv : England. By II Necle.

13. Cyclopaedia of the Best Thoughts of C. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaine

BOOKS \¥ANTED.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
3. Drnke's Biographical Dictionarv.

4. White's Natural History of Selbourne.
5. Walton's Complete Angler.
6. Poems by " H. U."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, and many other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books.

Write to WM. GAltDNKR BARTON, Salem, Mass.

W^fJjED.
REAB INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OP EXCHANGES.

The name and Hddress of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

"W.^RRFIV W. EWEKSON, Cranford, Union Co., N. J., wants
from 10 to 12 early hatched Black Hamburg PuUfts. Must be good, cheap,

and large, delivered at my place 0. 0. D.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BRAHMAS
AND

IMPOETED ELA.CS: HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

BGGS AM> CHICKS FOR SAL,e:.

Weite for Circular.

JERSEY, ALBERBET, AM GHERSSEY COf

.

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Profit,

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

MOORE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

No-w Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

PREPAID BY MAIL.

liARGi: DISCOUNT TO VANCIEIRS

Desiring; to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

, PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D Brabmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, " 1 " second, and two special premiums ; stock from
Felrk, WiUiams, Hersleins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, .lt3.00 per 13.

U. PARHAM, Lima, 0.

IF YOU AVISH TO EXCHANGE

From a spinning wheel to a farm out West, patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN
OF THE

FANGIEMS' JOURNAL!!
For twenty-five cents you can insert an " Exchange " or a " Want " of not

more than 48 words.

ST O U
have Bomething that you do not "want," offer it" for exchange" in our

TRY IT OTSTGE!!!
THE JOURNAL can be had at any news stand. Or nt Schock's

Cigar and Stationery Store, Tenth and Callowhill streets, Philadelphia.
Price, 1 cents t-ingle copy.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE MANY.
Cf^ufaining the UISTOKY OF TIIR RABBIT from the earliest times*

De.'^rript.ioii.-* with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

direction?! fi>r their selection, breeding, and management; the treatment of
tli»*ir ili^eju'ies, aud the construction of their dwelliugs. Sent post-paid on
receipt of 30 cents. Address

f.-iNOIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

J. H. SCMOCEt, S. W. corner Te-nth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Seg.ars, Weekly Paper.s, Stationery, etc.; will also

supply Kancicrts' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

WM. E. FLOWEll,

SEOEMAKERTO«'N, PA.

LIGHT BBiEMAS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

I am prepared to ship Eggs from
my best stock, carefully boxed, to
Hatch.

See D B. adversemeut else-

where.



FANCIERS' JOURNAL
AND

POULTRY EXCHAl^QE.

IsTOT :fOE. ITSZEXjIF—DBTJT IFOIS J^XjXj.

Vol. III. HARTFORD, SEPTEMBER 25, 1876. No. 37.

AFTER.
After the shower, the tranquil sun

;

After the snow, the emerald leaves
;

Silver stars when the day is done
;

After the harvest, golden sheaves.

After the clouds, the violet sky

;

After the tempest, the hill of waves;
Quiet wooils when the winds go hy

;

After the battle peaceful graves.

After the knell, the wedding bells;

After the bud, the radiant rose;

Joyful greetings from sad farewells;

Alter our weeping, sweet repose.

After the burden, the blissful meed;
After the fliglit, the downy nest

;

After the furrow, the waking seed
;

After the shadowy river—rest!

Southern Magazine.
.-»-*

(For Fanciers' Journal.

)

McCANN vs. HUON.
1. Mr. J. M. McCann, in No. 35, says that "The skunk is

active throughout all the year—equally so in winter as in sum-

mer."

The American Cyclopcedia says :

" They (the skunks) remain in their burrows from December

to the middle of February, remaining dull and inactive."

Prof. Goodrich says : "During the winter, in the cold parts of

the country, these animals {the skuuks) keep close house in their

linrrows, in a dozing, but not torpid state."

—

Animal Kingdom,

Vol. 1.

2. ,T. M. McC. says: "The skunk is active by day as well as

at night."

J. K. Lord, F. Z. S., says: "The habits of the animal are

strictly nocturnal."

—

British Zoology.

Other authorities might be quoted, but space will not allow, and

the above should be enough. It is a curious fact, that those who
have caught their skunk, Aui!ul)on, Dr. Lyman Beecher, and the

French gentleman in Connecticut—all caught them in the night.

And it is another fact, that in the Philadelphia Zoo, you can have

no good sight of the animal during the day.

3. Mr. McC. says: "I met one this summer in the full glare

of the sun I"

Yes—an alligator was caught one d.ay last week, in the Hack-

ensack river, N. J., and a whale was captured a few years ago,

in the Delaware, almost within sight of Philadelphia ! Does

that argue that the Haekensack is the home or native place of the

alligator, or the Delaware river that of the whale ?

4. J. M. McC. says :
" No animal ever digs a horizontal hole.".

Indeed 1 The mole, badger, mink, vison, prairie-dog, rabbit,

chipmunk, and others, all dig what must be termed horizontal

holes. How would you have them construct their homes 1 None
of the animals named are sueh fools as to think they could live

long in perpendicidar holes.

5. Mr. McC. says : " The skunk in these mountains usually

lives in a hole excavated under rocks or in the hillside, often

far from the water."

The italics are mine. "Usually," means that sometimes he

lives somewhere else, and " often," that he does go near the

water, now and then. That is, that the skunk accommodates

himself to the mountain or level plain, as the case may be. And
pray, if he excavates a hole u7ider the rock, or in the hillside, is

it not a horizontal one ?

J. G. Wood s.ays : "His (the skunk's) residence is by the side

of some still pool." This is, we may presume, where the animal

is not in a mountainous country.

6. Mr. McC. says :
" I know of no purely carnivorous animal

that hibernates."

How about the bat, the boa, the alligator, the crocodile, the

.anaconda, and other serpents, and the tenrec, a resident of thp

torrid zone, who passes three of the hottest months of the year in

a state of hibernation? These are all purely carnivorous, which

the skunk is not, as he makes many a good meal oa fruits and

nuts.

7. Mr. McC. says: "There is nothing aquatic in his ("the

skunk's) habits."

J. G. Wood, Dr. Lord, and others, s.iy that " he will catch wild

fowl while they are asleep on the lake or pond '
! Now to do

which he must have some aquatic skill and knowledge. How does

my friend McC. know ? assertion is not proof. It is said that a cat

detests the water, yet upon investigation we find that most of the

cat kind will, upon occasion, take to the water without fear or

trembling.

8. " The authorities are right about the offensive secretion,"

says Mr. McC. That may be, but the doctors disagree. Dr.

Lord, and J. G. Wood, do not'belicve the "offensive secretion"

is for the purpose of defense. As for Huon, he believes still

—

despite Mr. MeC.'s opinion to the contrary—just what he stated

in "Zoo Notes, No. 35," which he will here repeat as his belief,

and the reason for it.

" The badger has no such weapon, the pine martin, the weasel,

the ermine, or the fisher ; and yet they all live in the same locali-

ties, and feed in the same robber-fashion, and have exactly the

same enemies to contend with."

I have preferred bringing authorities to bear upon the sub-

ject, rather than trust to my own eyes and observations, though

I exercised both in my years of country life, when I often ex-

amined the burrows of the skunk, found the remains of many of

his victims, and scented his sweet perfume, but where I was

never able to see more than one alive in day-time, and that one

by mere chance. H uon.

A correspondent writing from Newark, N. J., asks, " Is immacu-

late spelt with one or two m's ? I have looked through several

dictionaries, and no two agree.". That may be the case when those

dictionaries are in " Spain," but when they are in the United

States or Europe, that word is spelled with two m's.
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MAKE HOME HAPPY.
At this season of the year, wlien our city homes are gathering

in tlieir truant inmates, many of whom have been drinking in

energy and inspiration for tlieir coming duties, from sea breezes

and mountain air, many plans are being formed for the approach-

ing winter. Schools are rapidly getting into working order;

business plans are being laid ; societies, clubs and associations of

all kinds are re-uniting; new organiziitions are forming; the

lecture season opening; entertainments and excitements are

vieing with each other for precedence, and the community gen-

erally is in a state of hopeful preparation which only comes in its

fullness once a j'ear.

It is, therefore, especially suitable at this time to consider the

claims of the home—that center from which may emanate so large

a proportion of life's elevating, invit.'orating and gladdening

influences. It is doubtless, just now, a prominent subject in the

thoughts of many householders. Dwellings are being renovated,

cleansed, refurnished and decorated, alterations made in the style

and manner of living, new arrangements formed to suit the new

conditions that have sprung up. But the special point to which

we desire to call attention is tlie liappitiess of the home. It is true,

that this is but one out of its many blessings, but it is the founda-

tion upon which they may all be built with most security. This

is often lost sight of by consi'ientious persons, whose main desire

is to inculcate virtuous principles. They often wonder that, with

so much effort, they yet fiiil, but never dream that had they tried

as earnestly to create happiness as they have to promote well-doing,

these failures might have been successes. "Be good and you will

be happy," is a frequent admonition of parents to children. With

at least eqnal justice might it be said to the parents, " Make your

children happy and they will probably be good." The memory

of a happy home is the best preparation that can be given for the

duties and cares of mature life, and its continual influence is the

most successful teacher of every good quality.

Too many of us are inclined to think that happiness is a chimera

which can never be reached, an illusion of the fancy which can

never be realized. We put it far from us in the unattainable

future; we make it consist in wealth which we cannot gain, in

station which we cannot reach, in events which wc cannot control.

Meantime, we are daily throwing away the means that lie close

around us, by which tranquil, temperate, and permanent felicity

may be secured. It is no phantom of the imagination, no improb-

able something in the far distant future; it doe< not depend upon

rich and cos;ly surroundings, or a fortuitous combination of events.

The happiness of which we speak may be the boon of every family,

the priceless treasure of every household. It may dwell with the

poor as well as the rich, the simple as well as the learned. To be-

lieve this to be possible is one great step towards securing it. We
cannot work successfully without faith in the end pursued. The

household that is united by family affection holds the keys of its

happiness in its own hands. By loving kindness, gentle courtesy,

sympathy and good will; by self denial, forliearanceand paiiencc;

by bringing the various talents and qualities of each member to

bear upon the good of the whole, the foundation stones of a happy

homo may be securely laid.

It is sometimes aflfirmed that the wife and mother is wholly

responsible for this duty; that it is her sole province to create a

paradise, which her husband has only to enter and enjoy. This

is manifestly a most unjust demand, and one impossible to fulfill.

Whatever enters into the home forms the elements of its joy or its

sorrow. If the husband bring home with him a clouded brow,

pre-occupied thoughts, a cold and indifferent manner, or a peevish

and dissatisfied spirit, it matters lit-le that the wile has striven

with all her energies to make a happy home ; his entrance has

the kindness, and good will to task ; both must leave self behind as a

secondary object, and devote themselves to the needs and pleasures

of the rest; both must together lay plans .and make arrangements

according to their means for the comfort and enjoyment of the

family.

In the disposal of the dwelling nothing more directly tends to

promote family happiness than a cheerful, bright, inviting sitting

room, or family parlor. It needs no expensive 'decoration or

costly furniture, but only such comforts and ornaments as the

taste and purse can easily supply. It should freely admit every

member of the household, and give a warm welcome to their various

amusements and occupations. From that room all loneliness,

silence, and gloom should be banished
;
private vexations and petty

trials should be left outside; only love, sympathy, good humor,

pleasant feelings and inspiring thought should be allowed to enter.

Especially should such a room be provided for the long winter

evenings about to come upon us. Many a weary spirit may thus

be cheered, many a restless youth be drawn from enticing tempta-

tions to pure and simple pleasures, many a seed of happiness be

sown that shall develop into rich and noble fruit.

In all our plans, then, for the coming winter, let a happy home

be included. As each one shares its privileges, so each one can do

something to secure and to brighten it. Let all combine to this

end, from the oldest to the youngest, and whatever the winter may
have in store for us, of outward joy or sorrow, it will .surely yield

a deep and quiet foundation of happiness that nothing can

destroy.

—

Public Lidger.

Crow Stort.—A correspondent of the Portland Advertiser

gives the following interesting story :—There must be odds in

crows as well as in deacons. Your correspondent, whose letter

was published yesterday, describes the performance of some crows

of his acquaintance who could only count one. I have known

others which counted three with accuracy and ease. A farmer in

Maine, who had a large cornfield in which the grain was just

sprouting above the soil, was greatly annoyed by the depredations

of crows, which used to congregate in great numbers in a clump
of trees near the boundary wall, and alter vocilerously talking

the matter over for awhife, swoop down among the spreading

rows. This was some years ago, before farmers and otlicrs had
learned that the crow more than pays its board by destroying the

insects, which are much more expensive pensioners upon the agri-

culturist than crows; and the farmer vowed vengeance upon the

corn-pullers, and laid in wait for them often and long without

succe-s. In the center of the cornfield was a small board shanty,

and the fanner noticed that when he was in this building, al-

though he was quite concealed from the crows, they would never

come down to be shot. As soon as he left the field, however,

they would come down by hundreds. They could evidently

count one. The idea occurred to him to test their further skill

in mathematics. The next day he took his son to the shanty,

and after a time sent him home, thinliing that after the crows

had seen one person leave the Held they would su|)pose the dan-

ger past and come down. But they wisely kept aloof, and not

until after he had himself started for home, did they venture to

alight m the corn. The next day he took two persons with him
wiih the same result ; fir.st, one person left the field, then another,

the crows cawing their approval but remaining in their safe posi-

tion, and not until the third person had been seen to depart from

the field would the cunning creatures trust themselves within

gunshot of the little building. The next day half a dozen per-

sons entered it. Presently one of them went back across the field.

The crows mentioned the fact among themselves, but kept their

distance amouL' the trees. Another person went away with the

same result. Directly a third emerged from the building and

disappeared. The unhappy crows, having reached the end of

their mathematical rope, came down in jilatoons, to their deferred

breakfast, unaware of the three armed enemies still remaining in

the building, who at once opened fire upon the poor birds, whose

great misfortune was th -t they were unable to count more than

three. This experiment was tried repeatedly with six, seven, and

eight persons, hut the crows never failed to take the position that
poisoned it and nullified all her efforts. Both must work together j,^"^^^ gg^u ,,;. ^q more than three, and when three departed they

to this end, if it is to be reached ; both must bring sympathy,
|
invariably descended to their doom,
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THE POULTRY CENTENNIAL.
It docs not seem generally untlcrstnod amonq; fanciers that all

the first rules anil regulations relative to the exhibit of poultry,

&c., at the Centennial, have been rescinded, and new ones pro-

mulgated. But such is the case. No entry is demanded. The

authorities furnish coops at exliibition and feed and nltendance frrc.

Although the entries are free, no more than ten pairs or trios of

one variety, from the same exhibitor will he received. They can

be entered in pairs, trios, or flocks, the latter to consist of not

over 12 to 15 birds. Awards will be in pairs.

All the expense the exhibitor will have is express charges on

his birds. The entries from " aijonrf " are "numerous," over

three hundred we understand are already " booked " from Can-

ada, and more than that number will be sent from England.

The "Lord Clive" is at Liverpool having the steerage fitted up

with " pens" &c., and will sail early next month with a ponltiy

man of experience in attendance. The United States—must

look to her laurels—must wake up, or be caught napping. It

seems to us fanciers hardly realize the importance of this great

exhibition. There is yet time, provided action is taken at once,

as the entries will not close until Oct. 1st.

American fanciers, you have birds that can hold up their heads

in any company—send them to Phibadelphia next month. Mr.

John E. Diehl, the gentlemanly euperintendent of the Poultry

Department of the Centennial, is exerting every endeavor possible,

to make the approaching display tlic greatest ever held in any

countr}', and he will succeed.

All exhibitors will be given a ticket that will admit them to

every place on the grounds during the entire display.

G. O. Brown

Bantams, B. B. Red—S. Hartwell, Washington, 1st ; J. K.

Camp, Winsted, 2d.

Lcy/iorns—White—H. S. & C. A. Pitkin, Hartford, 1st on fowls,

1st and 2d on chicks. Black—S. L. Barker, Avon, 2d. Dork-

iiifjs—J. K. Camp, 1st. Silver Grays—C. B. Davis, Higganum,

1st, J. K. Camp, 2d. Phjmouth Roolcs—S. C. Pierson, West
Meriden, 1st; John Hills, Hartford, 2d.

Iloudans—D. C. Waterhouse, 1st.

Polish—E. S. Brewer, Hartford, 1st for Silver muffed and

bearded.

Bamtmrghs—J . K.Camp, 1st for Silver; J. W. TuUer, Hart-

ford, 1st for Golden.

Turkeys—S. Hartwell, 1st on old, 2d on young; S. C. Colt,

Farmiugton, 2d on old, 1st on young.

Ducks—Pckins—S. Hartwell, 1st; Whitney & Woodward, 2d.

Rouen—E. S. Brewer, 1st. White Crested—G. C. Washburn,
Hartford, 1st.-

Pi(/eons—Whitney & Woodward, Carriers 1st and 2d, Ant-
werps, 1st, Runt,s, 1st and 2d, Turtle Doves, 1st and 2d; E.

Palmer Tiffany, Hartford, Istand 2d on Wbite-crestcd and smooth
beaded Fantails, 1st on Blue, Red, Black and Mottled Fantails,

1st on Ring-neck Doves.

Pets—E. Palmer Tiffany, 1st, Lop-eared Rabbits. S. C. Colt,

1st, Angoras. J. Daniels, Harllbrd, 1st for Fox Squirrels. A.

P. Seymour, West Hartford, 1st for Flying Squirrels, 1st for

Chipmunks, 2d for Red Squirrels. J. W. Mahon, 1st for Esqui-

maux Puppies. Geo. D. Curtis, Hartford, 1st for Java Sparrows.

C. B. Davis, 1st for White Guineas.

THE CONNECTICUT STATE FAIR.
The eighth annual exhibition h.as just closed at " Charter Oak

Park," Hartford, and wo chronicle the first prominent exhibit of

fine poultry this season.

Taking into consideration the fact that it is early in the season

and for the most part the old fowls look their worst ; moulting,

&c., the show was a very creditable one. The judging was per-

formed in a very satisfactory manner, by that veteran judge, and

courteous gentleman, Charles H. Crosby, Esq., of Danbury.

Below we give a partial list of the premium awards on poultry,

pigeons and pets :

Largest and best collection, Whitney & Woodward of Hart-

ford. Gold medal.

Asiatics—Light Brahmas—Whitney & Woodward, 1st and 3d.

J. W. Mahon, Hartford, 2d. Dark Brahmas—D. C. Waterhouse,

New Haven, 1st ; P. W. Hudson, North Manchester, 2d. Par-

tridge Cochins—D. C. Waterhouse, 1st and iid. Buff Cochins

—

P. W. Hudson, 1st and 2d.

Games—Black B. Reds—P. W. Hudson, 1st and 2d. Game

POSTAL CARDS.
Mr. Editor :—I was much pleased with the letter of P. Card

in the Journal of Sept. 4tb, in relation to noPtstal Cards an-

swered. I have been treated in like manner by fome of the Fancy
when making enquiries of them on postal cards as to prices of

birds : a record of all such I have kept in my mind for future use.

I desire to say to all such, that I have been called on by two

young friends, who have farms and ample means to indulge in the

lancy, for a list of persons from whom they could purchase

poultry and pigeons : and the names of those who do not answer

postal cards, were omitted from the list.

Postal Cards always answered.
Alexandria, Va., Sept. 8, 1876.

THE CHICKENS OP 1876.

IN ENGLAND.

Are we to have an unusual display of chickens this season or

not ? Will they be more numerous or better in quality than

usual ? We think they will be tolerably numerous ; but we very

much doubt whether great strides have been made in quality.

So far we have heard of nothing equal to some which were shown

long ere this, in the bad season of 1875. Since the April snow we

fancy that the youngsters have thriven very well, but that disas-

trous storm killed large numbers. Cochins have not shown up

at all well so far ; one or two late 1875 birds have been shown as

usual, but Mr. Burnell, of Southwell, has brought out something

which will place him very high again among Buffs. Mr. Sedg-

wick, too, has achieved his usual position with early chickens.

What a pity he does not maintain it, when all the cracks appear,

instead of retiring for the winter. Dorkings have not done won-

ders so far, but there are some promising birds in several yards we

know ; a few of which we have seen, but they are no advance

upon previous years. Brahmas have so far dropped back, for we

have not seen a single dark bird of merit ; even Mr. Lingwood

has failed to score yet, and among lights the chickens of a young

exhibitor are the only birds, or nearly so, of any pretentions to
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merit. So far we have not seen anyone else sliow a good cockerel,

and the pullets of all are very moderate indeed. Spanish have so

far confined themselves to the notorious Oundle birds, about which

we need say nothing here. We have seen a number of game
fowls, hut a really high class cockerel of any color has not put in

an appearance, and in this breed we have usually heard of some

thing very good long ere this. Where are the Creves? Not a

chicken of any kind to be seen. Has Mr. Wood retired ; and

will no one fill his place? Has poor Mr. Dring no successor

Will no one come to the rescue? Houdans are somehow reduced

to promiscuous exhibitors. We could hardly name one real go a-

head Houdan man, where a year or two ago there were so mr

These birds are too good to drop. There have been several good

chickens shown, but nothing of any merit at all, we believe.

Polish and Malays have put in no appearance at all. Hamburgs

have been confined to a very few pens, and those chiefly golden

pencilled
;
yet there is more excuse in this breed, as they are not

hatched so early as hardier varieties. Game Bantams have, of

course, made an appearance, and strangely, Mr. Entwisle is never

beliind with them. Scbrights too have been winning, and we hear

Mr. Leno has a large number; he is not yet worsted. Leghorns

have appeared, but it is rather late ; we ought to have seen a num
her of this precocious breed long ago. Uuckwings have been win

ning some time ; but we wonder more of them are not shown

Altogetlicr, then, though we are satisfied that there are plenty of

birds, they secra to be behindliand, and so far as can be judged, the

quality is not up to the usual standard. Another month will,

however, make a great diifercnce. We shall have had the pro-

duction of Koclidale, Bury, Bingley, Manchester and Liverpool

in the north, and of Weymouth in the south, at all of which

chickens are shown in force, and tor which, we believe, the north-

ern fonciers scour the whole district. It is a treat to visit these

first great chicken shows, and compare the most minute points of

future champions. There birds appear which, in many eases,

stick to the top of the list the whole season, or make an impres-

sion upon the judge, which, like first love, is not easily erased;

and in spite of fresh appearances, he is insensibly drawn, as it

were, to the same birds show after show. Let us hope, whoever

judges, the best may win. We shall jealously watch the awards,

and uphold fair play, as the only means of holding togetlier a

fancy which is as ennobling in its simplicity as it is beneficial to

the mind and body of the whole community.

—

The Pigeon.

(For Fanciers' .Journal.)

THE POSTAL CARD AND STAMP NUISANCE.
The individual who signs himself P. Card, evidently is not a

victim to the business of breeding chickens, or we think he would

not feel exactly as he does. Keally he does not appreciate the sit-

uation, and we have not an unkind word fur him.

Will some one of the Pancy please explain to us, and give us

solid reasons on What benefit is it topoultri/ breeders to answer postal

cards ? There seems to be a large number of persons to do an
extensive correspondence on P. Cards, on such subjects as " What
is your loioest price for a Brahma Cock V " What strains are

your birds V &c. We have spent a fearful amount of time, ink,

patience, and postage, in reply to such innocent inquiries, but after

this we never, neveh, NEVER hear from them again. We
would like to hear from one breeder who in aggregate of sales

from such inquiries ever received as much money a,s his postage

amounted to, to say nothing of time, stock, and labor. Our idea

is, if all poultry men would unhe and hang on their advertise-

ment, " No postal cards answered," "All letters of inquiry must en-

close stamp for reply," then would more than half our time and
postage be saved. It was related of the celebrated ? Jim Pisk,

that at one time he cut ofi" the free passing of his railroad employ-

ees over the ferry between New York and Jersey City. On being

reasoned with and informed that many of his men did not always

have three cents casA for ferry fare, he closed the argument by

triumphantly remarking, " If a man hadn't got three cents, it made

no difference which side of the river he was on" We would say to

correspondents, if you havn't got three cents to spare, better not

think much about buying fine poultry. But when you write us,

if you would have us think you mean business, and are not a mere

inquirer from motives of curiosity, and really wish to convey a

favorable impression, when you write us put a three-cent statnp

on the outside, and another on the inside, then will your pap-fcd

P. M. !!0( feel it his duty to inform you that he hopes you will

pay your debts before buying fancy fowls, and you will not feel

the necessity of telling him to "get into his hole behind the coun-

ter and mind his own business." Then will your bright-faced

boy, meeting you on your way home, 7>ot say, " Dad, the man you

wrote to, asks ten dollars for a rooster," but will simply say,

" Marm's got a letter for you." Then will your gentle spou.se

NOT meet you at the gate, and with a postal card between one

thumb and forefinger and your nearest ear in the other, inquire

in dulcet notes, whether "you are agoing to buy a ten dollar

rooster or get that pump fixed V If you have done the thing

" manfashion," and enclosed stamp, you may take the letter

unconcernedly out in the barn and read it, and if she asks " who it

was from," (as she probably will,) you can inform her it's from

a man who wants to build you a wagon. And when the rooster

comes, perhaps you will tell her that Tilden or Hayes sent it, and

that you feci auful about the $1.60 express charge, and say to

her you wont pay it, and will not take that d d rooster any-

way. But in the A. M. you can have an imaginary row with the

express agent, (they are generally mean cusses anyway,) so

you are obliged to pay charges after all. When she asks you for

money, you will perhaps say, " Hard times, can't collect any-

thing." But after your hens begin to \:\y, and your neighbors

come every Sunday and hang on the fence, and squirt tobacco

juice pretty much all over your backyard while admiring your

new Brahma rooster, each in his turn taking home a setting of

eggs, you without doubt will give the wife the egg-money, be-

cause it belonijs to her, and when she has netted something in this

way, (which is almost certain,) you will probably tell her the

whole transaction, and how much smarter men are than women.

But to be serious. However convenient postal cards are when
judiciously used, we assert that to the breeders of poultry they

have been and are a downright continual curse and nuisance, and

better it would have been for the fraternity had they never been

issued. Correspondents are not always in the right, and let us

say here (although Mr. A. D. Warren is not an acquaintance of

ours, and the Lord knows we don't breed games) " Go in Mr.

Warren ; stand firm in your position. You have done the whole

poultry fraternity a hearty favor by an exhibition of backbone.

As to the 'tail ' question, we don't presume to be posted; but if

the man undertook to abuse you (and we fully believe he did)

please hang on to that SI 2. Do! Get it into specie, and every

time that birds cro\y, jingle it. And when we meet you at Buf-

falo and Boston shows

—

' Oh ! yes, we all

ShaU be dar '—

we hope to h.tvc the pleasure of taking you by the hand and

inquiring after your best health, and the specie, and the wry tails."

Some of these poultry correspondents are getting obstreperous.

They threaten all sorts of things on the slightest provocation.

Next thing they will kick a man out of his poultry society

because he fails to answer a postal card. We have seen at least

one instance where a prominent breeder was bullied and insulted

by a poultry journal because he failed to write a "piece " for said

paper. Young Bkeedee.
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For the Fancier's Journal.

PEREGRINATIONS OF UNICORN.

The buzzing cngiiiu bore nic swiftly o'er hill and dale, through

the waving fields of grain, past the pretty village, into the busy

town. This was in the southern part of "York State."

I naturally looked around for my friend who anticipated my

visit, and we wore soon engaged in conversation on various topics,

from "dead beats" and "frauds" exposed and being e.Kposed, and

others in perspective, to the chances of the two leading political

Presidential aspirants whom we presume have been nominated by

"reform witliin tlie party " and whose private lives we are daily

having placed before our eyes by ambitious newspapers, and the

inquisitive reporter. When our conversation had turned into the

chicken channel, I tell you we made things rattle.

Now A. K. thought he had some pretty fair specimens of poul-

try, pigeons and rabbits. Those Hamburgs with jet black plumage

and round, solid, smooth, white ear-lobes, with graceful carriage

and artistic contour were beauties on which the eye could rest

with pleasure, and wherever I see fine specimens of this variety I

(know it's wicked) envy the owner.

His rabbits and pigeons are first-class, and his fondness for

those feathered pets is passionate. But here are the Games, yes

(james {yo\i know what that means) fit for the show or the pit

;

there is a lithe graceful fellow, high .<;tationed, clear hackle, willow

legs, bay eyes, perfect shoulder, straight breast-bone, no "duck-

foot," neat and " handsome as a picture," proud and courageous.

Black Breasted Red, long may your name wave o'er this land, and

should you ever succumb to the steels of an opponent, may it be

inch by inch till your life-blood has ebbed, and you die with the

words " I will never say beat," thus perpetuating the proud name

of your race, and leaving behind in the heart of your owner "foot

prints on the sands of time."

But what is that, a Brass Back ? " No, tljat is one of my cross-

es which I have named Mosby." And do you sell them for show

birds ? " No, they are a cross for a far different purpose, you

know that Bl'k B. Red we just passed is a fine exhibition bird,

and at the same time the gameness is there, but I don't think it

would prove so strong an antagonist as this, for several reasons.

The Am. Standard tells what birds must be to have a chance with

others at the show, and if you get them beautiful and gamey so

much the better. I have seen game-cocks which scored into the

nineties, prove what is called "dead game," but many not having

the natural vim of the well bred pit cock would " stand and be

counted " out ; now this breed is one of my crosses, as I have said,

especially for the pit, and in my estimation has the necessary

qualifications to make it in a majority of cases the winner, but

another man breeding for the pit would have an entirely different

opinion as to station and general characteristics."

Don't you think it rather absurd for a man to boast over his

Game beating a " Buff?" "Well you know such fellows haven't

been in the business ver.y long, and experience is the best teacher,

that even a " Buff" might whip a Game (when unwell) and even

then, in due time, prove himself true to name."

Don't you think "Young Breeder" had better not boast so

much over the pugilistic qualities of his Brahmas ? " Yes, but

don't you remember he said they could whip a "so called" Garael

and you well know there are several who have " that kind," and of

course, in this case, it is an easy matter to make a Game whistle

under the baru in a jiffy, but since the "proof of the pudding is in

the eating," when this necessary adjunct is brought to bear upon

those "so called " Games, their breeders realize that they have been

laboring under a delusion, and the sooner the vile things are in the

pot the better for the name they are " so called " to represent.

Yes, I see, but now don't you think that the flesh of the Game is

better eating than any you know, more sweet and juicy ? " Yes,

I do without a doubt, but tastes differ; You may like clams, /

may not; I^OM may like tripe, /may not; You may think the

Game the best eating in the world, while / might consider the

Brahma much its superior." That is very true, but I don't like to

see a man who keeps Brahmas, constantly lauding them to the

skies, to the detriment of every other breed. If " Y'oung Breeder"

keeps any other " kind " what does he do it for, unless he con-

siders there are others besides Brahmas equally entitled to merit %

" Y. B." like most fanciers has a " hobby " and if he wants to sell

eggs or fowls he must " sling a little ink "just to see how it will

look in print, and to hear "himself crow," then he will be the

better able to talk to strangers, and have a better opportunity to

dispose of surplus stock ; but come with me and I will show you

a gentleman who keeps Games / consider of the "so-called " type,

for the reasons you will soon perceive." Away we sauntered till

we had reached the " so called " breeder ; here in a yard were

running several old cocks and hens promiscuously, and seemed as

far from the name they represent as could be easily imagined.

I asked if they didn't quarrel, " Oh ! no ! have a little spat, now
and then, it's soon over, and then are very peaceable. I think I

can put the spurs on those cocks and ichiji any thing in America;

they have a noble lineage, and their pedigree extends to a very

remote period. The man of whom I bought those fowls from

which I bred, said he would put a $1,00 J on this strain, best three

in five any time ; now I have heard a great deal about your Tar-

tars, Prince Charles, Strichnines, Heathwoods, Claibornes, Billy

Beards, Dusty Millers, Derbys, Rattlers, Ilennies, and I have

heard considerable about the " Repelers " of a man in this town,

but all of them will have to " git up and git " when one of my fowls

goes for 'em, sir; (waxing warm) my game cocks can whip any

thing on the face of the earth. I know of many who think they

have the true bred Game, but you just put one down in my yard,

and he will have to dust ; no use talking, gentlemen, I have got a

good thing there and I know it."

We also believing there was "no use talking," for this broad

world is full of just such fellows, continued our march to various

other fanciers where we were most cordially welcomed, and whose

fine stock we were pleased to view.

Regretting that I did not have more time to look around, but

hoping to be there again, in due time, was soon comfortably en-

sconced in the cars, and once more whirling on my way.

IRON DURING MOULTING
A good article to use in the water given your moulting fowls

to drink is the tincture of iron. It is very handy and cheap, and

should be accessible constantly during the critical time when old

fowls are changing their plumage. It is strengthening, palatable,

and works like a charm in its way as a stomach tonic, A table-

spoonful of the tincture to a quart of water is sufficient. To be

had at any drng store.

—

Poultry Nation.

—Slaughter of Birds for Plumage.—Mr. Alfred Newton
writes a striking protest to the London Times against the whole-

sale slaughter of birds for the sake of ornamental feathers. He
quotes the proceedings of a single sale of feathers to show that

to supply that sale alone 9700 herons (or egrets) must have been

destroyed. All these feathers are said to have come from India

last autumn. Mr. Newton observes that no country could supply

10.000 herons in a single breeding season without nearly rooting

out the stock. Moreover, l.'),000 humming birds and upward
were included in the sale, of which 140 were of a single kind.

As far as we know, none of these birds really diminished the stock

of food available for man, so that in destroying them for mere

show we empty the world absolutely of a certain portion of its

beauty and happiness—while the beauty is certainly by no means
made up in the ornamentation of feminine toilets which is thus

procured. In this age of fine moralities does no one really be-

stow a thought on the morality of such reckless spoliation of life

as this?
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(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE CENTENNIAL BENCH SHOW.
Friend Wadjs : Thinking j'our readers wlio were not fortu-

nate enough to see this great display of highly bred dogs, may
desire to learn something of it, and the manner in which it was

conducted, I send you this hastily prepared paper for publication.

The exhibition opened, ns you are aware, on the 4th of Septem-

ber, lasting five days. The benches were about eight feet long,

and four feet wide, raised thirty inches from the ground, with

projecting roofs to exclude sun and rain. Each bench contained

two dogs, tied to rings in one end of the stall. The whole man-

agement, under the care of the able, courteous, and indefatigable

superintendent, Mr. Charles Lincoln, of Detroit, was a complete

success. Everybody was delighted with the thoroughness of the

affair, and Mr. Lincoln falls in for his full share of praise. The
show was crowded from the opening to the close. The sportsmen

and fanciers from all parts of the country were in attendance in

full force, and it was a subject of remark, the number of ladies

among the sight-seers.

In addition to the medals offered by the Centennial Commis-
sion, many of the sporting papers, and individuals offered silver

cups, and other valuable trophies for competition in the classes of

sporting dogs. These attracted canine celebrities from all quar-

ters, and occasioned a good deal of goodmtured chaffing on the

part of their owners as to their respective merits.

Commencing iu the order that the dogs were arranged on the

ground, we first take up the hound class, beginning with the fox-

hounds : of these over fifty were on the benches, comprising repre-

sentatives from three rival packs in the vicinity of Philadelphia,

First in order was the "Leopard" pack owned by Jonathan

Terkes of the Leopard, Delaware Co., Pa. He showed eight

• couples of fine dogs. Next in order came the West Chester pack,

represented by fifteen magnificent hounds, showing the finest

blood and breeding. Their owner, Jefferson Shaner, is an en-

thusiastic fox-hunter, and captured the " Turf, Field and Farm "

silver cup, for the best couple of foxhounds in the show, with his

"Dandy" and " Chip."

Next comes the Marshalltown pack, owned by Frank Clayton,

a veteran fox-hunter of tliree score and ten ; he was on the ground

during the entire show, his hunting horn swung to his side, with

which he " woke the echoes " now and then, answered by every

hound in the show in concert. Mr. Clayton owns fifty hounds

and showed eight couple of good dogs, showing quality'.

Of harriers, there was a small show, but good. Mr. Ahrens of

Baltimore sent a very handsome pair of imported bitches that

were much admired.

In the beagle class there was a good show in numbers. John
E. Diehl of Beverly, N. J., sent three very nice ones, and there

were several good dogs from a distance, but I am unable to give

the owners' names.

Of Dachshunds there were ten on exhibition, eight from West
Philadelphia, seven of which were owned by L. H. Twaddell, one

("Billy Bowlegs") by Kathyen & Trauter of Port Richmond,
and one from W. Sehueller of London, England. There was a

silver collar for the best dachshund of any age ; it was taken by
L. PI. Twaddell's " Unser Fritz," eight months old.

But it was in the setter class that the competition was closest

and most exciting ; over three hundred setters were on show, in-

cluding the best of the " blue bloods," and many celebrities among
the plebeians.

L. H. Smith of Strathroy, Ontairo, was on hand with the field

trail dogs "Leicester," "Paris," "Llewellyn," and bitches "Petrel,"

"Countess," and "Victress." "Paris" won the Philadelphia

Sportsman's Club cup for the best setter in the show.

The cup for the best imported English setter, between one and

two years, went to L. H. Smith's (Strathroy, Ontario,) Llewel-

lyn." There were several other imported English dogs on

the ground, but the Canadian dogs were a little too much for

them.

The Gordon setters were a strong class in numbers, and fine in

quality ; only one imported one, a bitch, appeared for competition

;

she is very nice, named " Loo," owned by Wm. M. Tileston of

the "Forest and Stream," N. Y. City.

In the native Gordon class, however, it was hot and heavy

;

there were no special prizes offered for this breed, and it is not yet

known who are the lucky winners of the Centennial medals. It

would be invidious to particularize and mention owners, unless I

could include the whole lot, which their large number and want of

space forbids. I will only say that those who missed seeing this

lot of Gordons, will probably never have an opportunity again to

see a like number level in quality, rich in color and markings, and

altogether first-class.

Dr. A. Russell Steachan, New York city, showed some stock,

white, and tan Gordons that pleased me much: they looked like

brisk, merrj' workers, and the color is just now very fashionable

in England. I fancy they have a little more steam in them than

the black and tan have, and look as though they can go the pace.

Another large class was the Red Irish. I noticed quite a num-

ber of the true blood red color, but the bulk were a little off in

shade, showing that yellow tinge that effectually kill their chances

to win on the bench. Among the imported ones was "Floss,"

owned by J. C. Cooper, Limerick, Ireland, and " Ailleen," owned

by J. K. Milner, (of the Irish Rifle Team,) Dublin, Ireland.

Ailleen won the silver tea service offered by the " Forest and

Stream " of New York, for the best Red Irish setter bitch, and

takes it home to Green Erin. The " Chicago Field Cup " goes

to Rufus 2d, native Red Irish, owned by M. Von Culin, Dela-

ware. He is a nice dog and of good color.

And now I come to the Native English class. Here the field

was very large and the competition heavy. Many of th^ most

distinguished dogs in America, put their claims for consideration;

the Bismarcks and Gildersleeves were out in full force. About

forty of old " Bismarck's " sons were shown ; and old " Busser,"

eleven years old, looking hale and hearty, was here to do battle

for the Gildersleeves ; a large family of sons and daughters were

on hand to attest the merit of their venerable sire.

The famous "One-eyed Sancho," nine years, owned by F. T.

Taylor, attracted much notice from his well-known field qualities.

Space prevents our noticing many fine dogs in this class. The

silver mounted whip went to J. Aj'res' " Glen," Capt. Clay's prize,

a silver whistle, to "Bess," and the Scott gun, value $350, for

the best setter in the show, went to " Guy Mannering," bred by

C. S. Raymond, and owned by Dudley Ollcott of Albany.

The Detroit Gun Club cup for the best setter from Michigan,

went to John E. Long's Juno, who also took the cup offered by

C. S. Westcott for the 2d best American bred, setter bitch.
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The Pointers were a large class and of even quality. G. A.

Strong's black dog " Pete," one of the finest dogs it has ever been

our good fortune to .see, came to the front for the Philadelphia

Sportsman's Club silver cup, for the best pointer in tlie show.

There was a fawn colored dog from Baltimore, whose name and

owner we did not ascertain, tliat was very near the thing. This

class numbered up to fifty, and was a very even lot throughout.

In my next I will take up the Spaniel and non-sporting breeds,

and give a general glance at them. T. H. L.

IjEffl S.

The St. John's papers report an extraordinary catch of seals

this season, 340,050 in all. The people on the shore even had un-

usual luck, for the heavy winds driving the ice toward tlie land,

seals were driven with it, the result being that in two townships,

Tillingate and Togo, the fisher folk who were unable to get to

sea, made more by staying at home. All hands, women and girls

with men and boys, sallied out to make prizes of' all the luckless

animals. The least estimate for those two places was over 50,000,

valued at $150,000.

How A Dutchman got even.—Once on a time there lived

a jovial Dutchmsn, whose first name was Hanness Von Shrimpe-

tiffel. He had a wife. He also had a little grocery where beer

and such personal property was sold. Ho gave credit to a parcel

of dry customers and kept book with a piece of white chalk on

the head-board of the bedstead.

One day Mrs. Shrimpetiffel, in a neat fit, took it upon herself

to clean house and things. So she did, and she cleaned the head-

board, and with soap and water settled the old man's accounts by

wiping away every chalk mark.

Pretty soon, before long, the old vender of things came into his

house and saw what ruin his frau had wrought. Then he said:

"Mein Gott, Frau Shrimpetiffel, what for you make a ruined

man of me, I guess not 1 You make wipe away all dem names

and figures what I owe dem fellers what's going to pay me before

they get ready, and I loose more as swei hundred toUar !

"

His frau left the room in fear and disgust. When she returned,

he had re-covered the head-board with marks. Then said she

:

" Hanness, you have make them all right again, don't it ?
"

" Well, meine tearer frau, I make the figures all right, but I

put down some petter names as dem old fellows vot you wiped

out!"

Invention.—Yankee ingenuity is something that cannot be

solved by quadratic equations or computed by the principles of

calculus. It is as puzzling as a juggler's trick, and its manifes-

tations are as varied as a kaleidoscope. It has produced superior

wooden nutmegs, and double back-acting wagon-jacks, not to

mention the less important invention of the steamboat and the

electric telegraph. While it has partially failed in perfecting the

wonderful Keeley motor, and completely bursted in discovering

perpetual motion, it has more than redeemed itself in the inven-

tion, after one hundred years of persistent study and labor, and

unexampled self-sacrifice, of a machine for counting eggs as they

are layed. An idea of it may be gained from the following, clipped

rom an exchange : "It is adjusted to the hen, forming an orna-

ment rather attractive than othermse, thus blending the agreeable

with the useful, and when an egg is layed the number is recorded

on a strip of paper." It will be seen at once that, as a labor-sav-

ing machine, this apparatus has few equals. Indeed, next to the

steam engine, the electric telegraph, the champagne cocktail, and

the Bogarduskicker, it is the greatest invention of modern times.

And then its cheapness. Even when nickel-plated and furnished

with an extra duplex, back-acting balance-wheel, it costs but

seventeen hundred dollars, thus being within the reach of all.

The utility and value of such an apparatus will be evident to

every one who has had anything to do with investigating the con-

duct of hens. It is now on exhibition at tlio Centennial, and is

attracting considerable attention. The inventor is unknown,

but certain wise individuals claim that his name is Archimides

Woodcock, and that his residence is in the little village of Hop-

pergrass, Connecticut.

AUTUMN LEAVES.
A lady in the Floral Cabinet says: " That much nonsense has

of late been written about autumn leaves, I know, and many fail-

ures have been caused thereby. But they can be preserved so

tliat they will be really beautiful. I have never yet seen full in-

structions on the subject. My knowledge has been gained by

experience, which I will give for the benefit of those who yearly,

' when the melancholy days come,' gather the bright-hued leaves,

press and give them one thin coat of varnish, only to have them

wither and curl up. Much depends upon the selection of leaves.

Many lose their beauty. The best I know are hard and soft ma-

ple, hickery, quivering aspen, Cottonwood, pear, scrub, and black

and white oaks. White-oak leaves are beautitul, but fade soon.

Sumac leaves and the crimson leaves of the sassafras are the very

best. Leaves can be preserved by pressing, and then dipping

them in melted wax or ironing them with a waxed iron. But the

colors are much more brilliant when ironed and then well var-

nished, and will keep their colors full as long. Gather the leaves

and iron them the same day, and iron them dry. A little practice

will teach you how hot to have your irons. You must have a

good supply of leaves, as you will spoil many. For bouquets,

bunches of leaves can be kept on the twigs by careful ironing.

Frames should be large, or you must select very small leaves.

Large frames will give most satisfaction. They need not be pnt

together very neatly, as the leaves will hide all imperfections.

Tack strips of pasteboard on the frame, as some leaves will not

adhere to wood. If medium size, very heavy pasteboard alone will

do. Put in your glass and picture first, and fasten firmly with

strips of muslin pasted around the edge. Put common brown

glue in a large baking-powder can and fill two-thirds full of water

;

soak over night, then boil slowly. Have it thick and hot. Pour

out a little in a saucer and dip in the lower half of the leaf, press

it on the frame, leaving the upper half loose. They will curl

slightly after a time and have a more natural appearance. If the

frame is oval begin at the top, and finish the bottom with a ro-

sette of leaves, having several long slender ones, like scrub oak

or sumac. On square frames groups of leaves can be put on the

top, bottom, sides, and corners. For the center of these use ever-

lasting flowers, berries, or acorns.

" To preserve choice leaves, arrange on cards, or form into bou-

quets on heavy paper and frame. A pretty design is a basket

made of cones or moss, arranged to look as if filled with leaves

and ferns. It must be framed flat against the glass. This ar-

rangement will be sure to please. Ferns can also be made into

many lovely designs. They must be gummed on paper or put

into books, as ironed, or they will curl. The secret of success

in pressing autumn leaves lies in ironing them dry and using

plenty of varnish. White is usually recommended. I prefer com-

mon furniture varnish. Leaves for cards varnish on one side, for

bouquets on both sides. Frame immediately after the work is

done. Give two or three coats of varnish. Follow faithfully

these directions, and you will be astonislied at the brilliant beauty

imparted to the leaves. They can scarcely be distinguished from

wax autumn leaves. Engravings look better framed in leaves

than chromos, and small oval frames, or wreaths of leaves, look

well hung on the long cord above large pictures. Wreaths of

grasses and everlasting flowers can be hung in the same way."
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EDITORIAL DEPABTMEJ^'T.
" The body of the laborer becomes bent and distorted by his

daily toil, so that even in repose it remains fixed in the attitude

acquired during years of exertion. So the habits forced upon us

by necessity become at last so confirmed that we cannot throw
them off when the necessity has ceased, the pressure which was
painful at first, being continued, gives a bent to our thoughts and
feelings which become a second nature, thus we see minds as well

as bodies fixed in immovable and inflexible distortion."

"self-made; or out of the depths,"

By Mrs. Emma D. E. N. Southworth, is proving to be one of

the most popular works ever written. It is published complete

and unabridged, in two volumes, under the names of "Ishmael
and " Self-Raised," both of which have passed into the eighth

edition. ^Ye advise all in search of good books, to get these at

once and read them.

do animals keasou ?

The opinion which has obtained in most minds with regard to

our domestic animals as well as those which still exist in a ferine

or wild state, is that they are simply " the beasts that perish," and
are governed and controlled in tlieir daily round of life by the

power of instinct only. The thought that they are or could be

endowed by the Creator with a thinking or reasoning faculty sim-

ilar to that with which we are possessed, seems not to have been

very generally entertained. So extensively has this opinion pre-

vailed, and so little thought has been given to the subject, that

were we to put the question whether animals do in reality think,

or are capable of reasoning from proposition or fact to conclusion,

we should in all probability be answered in the negative by a very

large majority of people, and for the simple reason that the/ have
never given to the subject sufficient consideration to enable them
to arrive at any other conclusion. Let us however examine the sub-

ject from a common sense standpoint, and take the evidence of our

own observation and experience. What we term instinct is " that

faculty by which all animal life is directed to do whatever may be

necessary for its preservation and reproduction," or "the operation

of the principle of organized life by the exercise of certain natural

powers directed to the present and future good of the individual."

But in our intercourse with our domestic animals we are daily

cognizant of some power or faculty greater and higher than mere
brute instinct, some intelligent faculty which in man we call mind,
working in and through the actions which come under onr obser-

vation. If then we admit that animals are possessed of such an
intelligent faculty, capable of receiving ideas, why may we not al-

so conclude that this faculty is not only receptive in its nature and
operation, but also active and capable of entertaining and revolv-

ing ideas, and therefore of exercising a reasoning power. A story

is told of a little bantam cock, who, standing upon the wheel of a

cart, observed a young swallow fall from its nest under the eaves

of a barn. The cries of the parent birds brought together a large

concourse of their mates who seemed to be holding a consultation

on the accident, when the little bantam flew down from his perch

upon the wheel, picked up the young bird and carried it in his beak

to the roof of the barn, and reaching over placed it again in the

nest. Now we submit that here was an instance of deliberate

thought and reason emanating from the mind of the bantam which
enabled him to take in and comprehend the situation of things, to

plan deliberately how the necessary relief could be applied, and
to put those plans into execution. This was evidently no action

on the mind without the intervention of a reasoning faculty, it

was not an act of mere instinct but an act of a mind capable of

receiving impressioiis, and determining by a process of reasoning,

the necessary means to be employed in the needed assistance.

No human mind could have better conceived ; no human will have

better executed its plans, why then should we not concede to

the little bantam the same poweror faculty as that upon which we
should rely under the same conditions and circumstances.

Let us take another examjjle. A gentleman of the city

in which we reside owned a dog about one j-ear old, which

was the constant companion of a litlle boy about four years

of age. On a certain day the boy got pos-cssion of a hatchet

which he had been forbidden to touch, and went about

hacking things generally, and endangering his own legs. After

watching him for a short time the dog approached, took away the

hatchet from the boy, carried it to the garden and buried it, and

when the child attempted to dig it up, the dog drove him away
and laid himself down over the buried hatchet, elTectually prevent-

ing the boy from recovering it. Instances are again and again

recorded of exhibitions of this thinking and reasoning power in

the hoi-se, dog and cat, and we are not prepared to doubt its ex-

istence in any animal, but rather to ask in the language of Dr.

Clark " wherein is man superior to his humble relations whom we
call animals'?" "It is not," says he,"that he thinks and reasons, for

animals assuredly think and reason too. It is not that he has a

soul, for many of the most essential arguments which prove the

existence of an immaterial principle in man, the unit in which are

centered his life, thought, love and will, the unit from which they

proceed will also prove the existence of a like unitary center in the

animal." The horse who called his companions to assist in break-

ing the ice that he and they might drink of the water confined be-

neath ; the dog who being placed by his master to guard the treas-

ures of the poor widow, and in the darkness of the night kept his

faithful watch against the attack of his own master; or the cat

who pursued and returned the lost canary unharmed to its mis-

tress or protected the sweetmeats from infantile fingers, and held

the culprit a prisoner until the arrival of its mother, were assuredly

governed and controlled by the same faculty which guides or re-

strains our frail, human natures, and sustained themselves by a

conscientiousness and a sense of moral obligation which would

put many of us to shame. We have said that the mind is that in-

telligent fitculty by which we receive ideas and sensations. Now
we know that animals are also possessed of a power or faculty by

which they receive sensations or impressions, and the higher they

range in the order of being the more intelligent they become, and

the more susceptible are they to these mental impressions. This
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is partially true during the period of maternity, and their offspring

arc affected in various ways by these impressions, not only in form

and color, but also in individual markings and characteristics.

Tlie old story of Jacob and the flocks of Laban has been verified

again and again in modern days. We are placed upon a plane of

life above lliat of the animals by which we are surrounded and

from our
"Auetero

And calm indifference we little care

Whither they come or go, or whence or where."

But because we are thus exalted, and endowed by the Creator

with larger and nobler faculties and gifts, does it follow that we

should take cognizance of them only as brutes, created solely for

our use, abuse or gratification, too often forgetful that they are cre-

ated by the same being who gave us life, and that he has endowed

them with faculties and powers suited to their enjoyment and

modes of life, and for aught we know, with thought and reason

akin to those by which we hold communion with the world around

us, with the stars in their courses, and with him who is the great

fountain of life. 'Tis true they have not the power of human

speech by which they can communicate to us the workings of

their minds, but does this necessarily indicate the absence of the

mind ? Do not they communicate to each other their thoughts,

their .sympathies, their heart-aches, as they relate the toils and

trials they endure, or the kindness they receive from man, who,

being above them in the great order of creation should be their

friend and protector rather than the cause of most of their sorrow

and suffering.

Dr. Stables, in a series of papers on the " Newfoundland Dog,"

after stating his conviction that animals have a reasoning power

or foeulty and are capable of being taught, says :
" From a good

many years' study of animal life, I have drawn the following

inferences, which the reader may adopt or discard as he pleases,

rirst, that the theory that anira.ds are mere automatons is ridicu-

lous and sinful.

That all animals have vital and probably immortal souls.

That the difference between the soul of man and that of a

lower animal, is in degree, not in kind.

That the souls of the different lower animals also differ in degree

from each other.

That different animals possess different gifts of instinctive intel-

ligence, enabling one animal, although placed lower in the scale of

existence, to perform certain actions of which another hif;her

animal, placed under the same circumstances, would not have been

capable.

That the relative size of an animal's brain to that of its body,

as also its shape, determines the amount of th.at animal's intelli-

gence as well as its capability of being educated.

That animals are responsible beings.

That instinct is a form of reflected intelligence transmitted

from the parents to their offspring."

Dr. James Freeman Clark, in a paper on the soul of animals,

says :
" Life reacts upon the body. A sight, a sound, a few

spoken words, a message seen in a letter, cause an immense revul-

sion in the physical condition. Here mind acts upon matter,

showing that in man mind is not merely a result but a cause.

Hence men have generally believed in the existence of a soul in

man. They have not been taught it by metaphysicians, it is one

of the spontaneous inductions of common sense from universal

experience. But this argument applies equally to prove a soul in

animals. The same reaction of soul on body is constantly ap-

parent. Therefore regarding the soul as a principle of life, or as

an immaterial principle of activity, there is the same reason for

believing in the soul of animals that there is for believing in the

soul of man." If, then, it is true that all animal life is guided

and directed by a faculty higher than mere instinct, that they are

endowed with powers of thought and are capable of reason, in

short, that they are possessed of a foul differing from the soul of

man only in degree. What a change should the thought work

within us in all the relations which exist between us and them,

and with what different feeling should we regard them and their

welfare.

CoPF^ESpoplDEflCE.

correction.
Friend Wade :

—

I find in the article on Trumpeter Pigeons, page 418, No. 35,

hooded-roses, instead o( liooked-roses. Eaton's engraving should be

I860, instead of 26 years ago.

Yours truly. Marble.

offer op fremidjt.

Editor of Fanciers' JottRNAi.:

Please state in your paper for the benefit of the American fan-

ciers that I offer a gold medal, value one hundred dollars, or the

same amount in coin, at the option of the winner, for tlie best

collection of high class pigeons, not less than five varieties, owned

by the exhibitor at the Centennial show, such as Pouters, Car-

riers, Short-faced Tumblers, Owls, Barbs, Trumpeters, or any

other high-class varieties. Yours resjjcctfully,

L. BcRLiNGAME, 36 Dey Street.

New York, Sept. 16, 1876.'

correction.
Friend Wade.
Dear Sir :—I sent you an account of three pigeon r.ices, which

you published in your valuable journal last week. First was a race

from Pottstown, as I stated in my letter, distance 40 miles, and of

which you have made an error and put it 50 miles. The next

error you have made in the race from Paoli, v hich I stated to

you in my former letter was won by Robert T. Moore, time, 20

min. 40 sec., and which you published in The Journal 26 min.

40 sec. By correcting these errors you will much oblige the

Philadelphia Fanciers. Hoping great success to The Jodrnal,

I remain yours.

Philadelphia, Sept. 12, 1876.

T. Grist.

OUK ENGLISH LETTER.

Manchester, Aug. 25th, 1876.

My Dear Mr. Wade :

I enclose you the full set of my friend Mr. Nichols' articles on

the Spanish fowl.

Some people here (who know nothing about the matter) have

been very busy abusing Mr. Nichols for telling how to trim Spar-

ish fowls for exhibition. Spanish fowls have been slightly

trimmed for exhibition from their first introduction. All leading

exhibitors, including one of the leading poultry judges, have so

trimmed them, and no bird of this breed wins or stands a chance

of winning without such trimming as is described by Mr. Nichols.

And as far as it goes it is as necessary to success as the trimming

of game fowls. The outcry against Mr. Nichols in this matter

may be summed up as follows:—Disappointment of a few char-

latans amongst exhibitors who wish all such matters kept as se-

cret as possible, and editorial buncombeon the partof the editor of

a contemporary. A Manchester Fancier.

p. S—Hereafter I will send a weekly letter. My spare time

has lately been taken up by the Agrictltural Society. We will

have a big show here in two weeks.

[The articles on Black Spanish will appear as soon as we can

prepare the illustrations.

—

Ed.
J
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WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respextfutly solicitedfrom all.

—Got his foot in it.—One of Dr. Crawford's horses the
other day opened his mouth iind put his foot in it. Strange as it

may appear, we are staling a literal fact. The horse actually
caught his shoe calk in his mouth, and, hnt for an accidental dis
covery, would have been ruined.— Warsaw Times.

—Liverpool.—The site of this great commercial city was
formerly a marsh or pool, where the liver, a bird resembling the
crane, nested and lived, and was found in no other place in England.
The bird is now extinct, though specimens are preserved in the
British Museum, and a counterfeit presentiment in silver is worn
in the cap, as a badge, by the Liverpool policemen.

—Discovert of a Lobster-Bed.—Only two years ago an
extensive colony of lobsters was discovered in deep water a few
miles off Long Branch, New Jersey. There it has probably ex-
isted for centuries. Some of the largest lobsters now found in
American waters are obtained there. The eastern fisheries whence
this market formerly received, and from which New York still

continues to obtain its supplies, have been so heavily and con-
stantly drained of these crawfish, that the coast is nearly exhausted
of the larger specimens, and those now taken do not often exceed
three pounds each in weight.

These fish, taken off Long Branch, sometimes attain thirty
pounds in weight; and one specimen, we are informed, weighed as
much as forty pounds. Those of large size are apparently of
great age, their heavy, black, misshapen claws not unfrequently
are covered with moss, similar to that found on the backs of vet-
eran sea-turtles. The overgrown fish are not marketable, their
flesh being tough and leathery. In fact, those weighing beyond
ten pounds each are very indigestible and unwholesome, and
shuld not be eaten.

It was formerly supposed that this variety of the Crustacea
found upon our coast was identical with the European lobster,
but naturalists have since proven that they are a distinct species.
They are generally taken in traps made of willow branches and
baited with offal. The contrivance attached to a cord and buoy
is sunk by means of a weight. The supposition formerly enter-
tained, that they annually divest themselves of their shell, like
the crab, is untrue. The latter during the shedding period fre-

quent the shore or very shallow water, where its enemies cannot
follow, and even in this comparatively secure position it is guarded
by a hard-shell crab. The New England coast, where lobsters
thrive in a rem:\rkable manner, is characterized by bold shores,
deep water, and but few marshes overflown by the tide, where the
crab delights to relieve itself of its old armor and wait for its nciv
covering to harden.

Lobsters are extremely sensitive to any jarring upon the water,
and it is well-authenticated that they have lost their claws upon
the concussion produced by thunder and by the discharge of a
cannon. The restora'ipn of claws thus lost, or from their fre-

quent and desperate encounters with each other, in which the
vanquished party generally leaves one of his limbs in his adver-
sary's grasp, may be readily noticed, as the new limb but rarely
attains the size of its undisturbed companion.

These crawfish are said to have abounded, previous to the war
for Independence, in New York harbor, but during the war en-
tirely forsook that water, owing, it is believed to the discharge of
cannon. In the water they are extremely rapid in their move-
ments, and when alarmed can spring to a great distance. They
generally retreat to holes among the rocks and throw themselves
into small openings with remarkable dexterity. They are very
prolific, nearly fifteen thousand eggs being counted und.-r the
tail of a female, which did not include the large number that
had not then passed from the body. The eggs are deposited in
the sand and are rapidly hatched by the influence of the sun.

Stale lobsters are very unwholesome and often produce temporary
and sometimes severe illness to those who have partaken ot them;
consequently it is in])ortant to select live sjiecimens for boiling,
which should be prepared for the tai)le and eaten within twenty-
four hours after.

—

Geniiantoion Ttlegrajili.

—" The infinitely complicated correlations which exist between
the organisms of every district, and which must be looked upon
as the real conditionsof the struggle for life, are mostly unknown
to us, and are very d fficult to discover. Wc have hitherto been
able to trace them only to a eeriain point in individual cases, as
in the example given by Darwin of the relations between cats and
red clover in England. The red clover

(
Trifuliiim )miUnse) which

in Kngland is among the best fodder for cattle, requires the visit

of humming bees in order to attain the foimation of seeds. These

insects, while sucking the honey from the bottom of the flower,
bring the pollen in contact with the stigma, and thus cause the
fructification of the flower, which never takes place without it.

Darwin has shown by experiments, that red clover which is not
visited by humming-bees does not yield a single seed. Ihe num-
ber of bees is determined by the number of their enemies, the
most destructive of which are the field-mice. The more the field-

mice predominate, the less the clover is fructified. The number
of field-mice, again, is dependent upon the number of their

enemies, principally cats. Hence in the neighborhood of villages
and towns, where many cats are kept, there are plenty of bees.
A great number of cats, therefore, is evidently of great advantage
for the fructification of clover. 'This example may be followed
still further, as has been done 'oy Carl Vogt, if we consider that
cattle which feed on red clover are one of the most important
foundations of the wealth of England. Englishmen preserve
their bodily and mental powers chitfly bv making excellent meat
—roast beef and beefsteak—their pi-incipal food. The English
owe the superiority of their brains and minds over those of other
nations in a great measure to their excellent meat. But this is

clearly indirectly dependent upon the cats, which pursue the mice.
We may, with Huxley, even trace the chain of causes to those old
maids who cherish and keep ca's, and consequently, are of the
greatest importance to the fructification of the clover and to the
prosperity of England. From this example we can see that the
further it is traced the wider is the circle of action and of correla-
tion. We can with certainty maintain that there exists a great
number of such correlations in every pl.ant and in every animal,
only we are not always able to point out and survey their concate-
nation as in the last instance.

Another remarkable example of important correlations is the
following given by Darwin. In Paraguay, there are no wild oxen
and hordes, as in the neighboring parts of South America, both
not th i^nd south of Paraguay. This surprising circumstance is

explained simply by the fact that in that country a kind of small
fly is very frequent, and is in the habit of laying its eggs in the navel
of newly born calves and foals. The newly born animals die in

consequence of this attack, and the small, deadly fly is therefore
the cause of oxen and horses never becoming wild in that district.

Supposing that this fly was destroyed by some insect-eating bird,

then these large mammals would grow wild in Paraguay, as well
as in the neighboring parts of South America; and as they would
eat a quantity of certain species of plants, the whole flora, and,
consequently again, the whole fauna of the country would-be
changed. It is hardly necessary to state, that at the same time
the whole economy, and consequently the character of the human
population would alter.

Thus the prosjierity, nay, even the existence of whole popula-
tions can be indirectly determined by a single small animal or
vegetable form in itself extremely insignificant."

—

From " 'The

History of Creation."—Haeckel.

S]A\\.L Pej DEpy^F^TI^Et^T
ANB YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

FABULOUS ANIMALS.
" They wove bright fables in the days of old,

When reason borrowed fancy's painted wings

;

When truth's clear river flowed o'er sands of gold,
And told in song its high and mystic wings."

Philosopher and poet in the olden time, and the bard and min-

strel of the middle age, peopled forest and stream, lake and moun-
tain, with strange wild forms—some monstrous and terrible, oth-

ers light, airy, beautiful. But when the sun of civilization beamed
brighter and clearer over the earth, these creatures of the land of

Fairy faded and paled before its ever increasing splendor—re-

tired to lonely caves in lonely lands, and are now seen only by
shepherds on the mist-wrapped mountains far from the haunts

of men and the song of the engine. The beautiful Fairy no longer

dances in the ghostly moonbeams to the sound of elfin music.

The treasure caves of the Dwarfs are closed among the hills, and

their gems and gold are hid from the eyes of man forever. The
fiery eyes of the Basilisk are harmless now, and the Hippogriff

no longer soars away with knight or jjaladin to deeds of arms

or fields of chivalry. We know that these strange creatures never
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walked the earth or soared through the fields of heaven—that

they are only the dream created beings of an infant race, yet we

love to think of them .is living animals, for they have been glori-

fied l)y painter and sung by puet, and in losing them we know

—

" That a glory has departed from the earth." The I'hcenix with

its gold and crimson plumage, feeding on frankin&nse and odor-

iferous gums—filling its nest in the palm tree with cinnamon,

spikenard, and myrrh, breathing out its dying breath amidst per-

fume—the young arising from the ashes of the parent bird, is a

beautiful conception, worthy of

" the bards sublime,
Whose distant footsteps echo
Down the corridors of lime."

The Griffin was a strange creature, having the body of a lion

and the head and wings of an eagle. It built its nest of gold

among the inaccessible mountains, and laid therein an egg of

agate. The old chroniclers say that its claws were used for drink-

ing cups by the knightly Crusaders during the days of chivalry.

The Seemurg was a Persian bird. It was possessed of prophetic

wisdom, and could speak the language of every nation. Like the

Ilippngriffof the middle ages, it was the companion of heroes,

and bore them through the clouds to foreign wars, or to the com-

bat with genii or dragon. The snow-white Hoc soared over the

mountains of the Orient with the elephant in its talons, and the

wisest men in Europe believed in iis existence in the days of

Galileo and Shakespeare. The Basilisk was the king of serpents,

and wore on his head a royal crown. Pliny, the Roman natural-

ist, says, "he kills the shrubs by breathing on them, and splits the

rocks, such power of evil is there in him." The only animal

that could resist his venom was the weasel—the only plant he

could not wither was the rue. He was produced from the egg of

a cock hatched under toads and serpents, and he immediately ex-

pired if he but heard his father crow. The Mermaids combed

their golden hair on the island rocks, or sighed for human lovers

in their ocean gardens. The Kraken threw Its serpent arms
around the storm-tossed ship and drew it under the waves of the

northern seas. And so imagination filled the earth and air with

animals unknown to us.

Peru, when discovered by the Spanish adventurers, was a

strange, beantiful country. Inhabited by a race far advanced in

civilization; the plains were filled with cities, and the mountain-

tops were glittering with golden temples of the Sun. The wild

recesses of the Andes were believed by the Indians to be the

h:iunts of an animal of wondrous beauty, which they called the

Glow Beast. Its only eye wag a blazing carbuncle, which, at

night, illuminated the tropical forests far and wide, and obscured

the splendor of moon and stars. It could not be eapt-ired by
man, because it clouded its light with a curtain of exquisite

plumage, or dazzled him with its intolerable brilliancy. Yet the

Spaniards, mad with the lore of gold, searched for it everywhere,

as De Leon did in the wilds of Florida for the Fountain of

Youth.

In the wild legends of the Arabians it is related that their

Prophet was borne into Heaven on the back of a wonderful

flying animal called Borak. He had the body of a horse joined

to a human head. His color was milk-white; the hair of his

7ieck of fine pearls ; his ears emeralds, and his eyes two sparkling

hyacinths.

In the frozen northern seas, where the icebergs float like

stately palaces with minarets and towers, and the snow is

sometimes red as blood, or green as emeralds, and the Northern
Lights shine over land and ocean with a glory greater than the

sun's, lived the mighty serpent of the sea. The old Scandinavian

writers say that it attained a length of 600 feet, its h<ad closely

resembling that of a horse, its eyes black and sparkling, and its

mane as white as snow. The Norwegian poets compare its pro-

gress to the flight of a swift arrow, and say that it revolves some-

times in a circle around the doomed vessel, whose crew thus find

themselves assailed on every side. Its hiss, they said, was like

the roar of the wind when the storm was on the sea. Though
such a monster never lived in the ocean, sailors of the northern

seas sometimes "see, or dream they see," it even yet. If

these brief sketches of some of the strange creatures that have

excitect the lore, or awakened the fear of people long ago, contrib-

ute anything to the pleasure of the youthful readers of the

Fancieks' Joounal, my object is attained.

J. M. McCann.

Excfj/^MqEs.

(^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-
scriljin:^ ar.d olTering for ExcliaiiiiC only, wi'l be allowed at 25 cents
for earh and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.
|[^r^"To EXCHANGE FOR CASH'* Or "OREKKBACKS," **WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or '"WANTED AN OFFER," Gtc, etc.. Cannot under any circumstances be admitted
to the E.rr/ian-;e or Want column.
m^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

JAinr:S M. GOODARD, Newport, R.I.,will exchange 1 Hen, 1
Pullet, and 1 Cockerel, Spangled Leghorns, for Bantams, or offers.

15. H, SITIITH, IloUis, Me., wishes to exchange 7 Light Brahma
Pullets, 1 Cockert;!, (Williams strain), 1 pair kip boots, new, for Double-
barrelled Gun, good shooter. Please send offers.

F. «. PATTKRSON, Portland, Me., will exchange p^-arl case
opera glass, in good order, that cost $18.00, for offers ; also buinea Pigs,
Fancy and Common Pigeons, at their value, for Pullets of any good breed for
laying. "Postals" solicited.

J. E WIIiMABtTH, Lock Box 95, Taunton, Mass., will exchange
Light Brahma llcna for a trio of Silver Grey Dorkings. Fowls must be good

;

HENRY LIVELY. No. 37 N. Prince St., Lancaster, Pa., will ex-
change 4 I). Brahma liens, 1S75 hatch, Herstiues stock, for 6 early hatched
lloudan pullets.

OUST V VK HUN OLD, 46 Page St., Providence, R. I., has 1 red Iri.'^h

Setter Bitch, 2 years old, well broken ; 1 fine Liver and White Pointer Bitch,
7 months old, to exu^liunge for good Double-barrel Shot Guns, Ferrets, or a
good Rabbit Hound that will bark at a hole, or for oflers.

ft. A, S., Box 700, Worcester, Mass., has 19 vols. Atlantic Monthly, in
extra binding, to exchange at !fr3 per vol. for offers in high-class Cochins,
Leghorns, Brahmas, Turkeys, Bantams, P. Rocks, P. Ducks, Chester White or
Berkshire Pigs. Make offers. Postal cards.

\V. H. WILTSE, Sharon, Mercer Co., Pa., will exchange Buff
Cochins, S. S. II., G. P. II., or Marble Medallion, called the Morning Glory,
for Wt. 0. B P. Creves, Wt. Dorkings, LaFleche, or offers.

«. O. RUDIN, Evergreen, Ala., will exchange "Wonders of the
World," " Footprint of the .Ages," " Work's on Shorthand," numbers of
Fanciers' Journal from 26 to 52 inclusive, Vol. 2, 11 numbers, "Wright's
Illustrated Book of Poultry," for " Wright's lllus'rated Book of Poultry,"
bouud, " Do\le'a Illustrated Book of Poultry," or offers. Write.

FRED H. ANTHONY. Box 610, Hornellsvilie, N. T., will ex-
change 4 Duckwiog Bantam Stags, 1 Co-k, 1 trio of Black Sumatra Chirks, 1
Duckwing Stag, 1 Black Ked Stag, 2 Blue Red Stngs, I Perby Stag, 1 Black
Red Muff StHg, 1 Pile Muff Stag, all warranted pure bred, for any kind of
Bantams, Fancy Pigeons, 1, or a pair of Berkshire Pigs. What otfer.-^ ?

B. HULSK, Box23. AUentown.N. J., will exchange Fancy Poultry
and Pigeons in variety , Ibr Dominique Leghorn liens or Pullets, Red Jacobins,
Blue and Yellow Owls, Barbs, Bearded TumOlers, Runts, and Trumpeters.

BR. STANTON, Milton, Pa., will exchange Black Red Games, or
Sebright Bantams with double combs, both varieties guaranteed to be full

blood, for Light Brahmas. \rill give good stock, and noue but good wanttd.

.*. r. VAN DOHEN, Wa-hingron, N. J., will exchange 1 pair Red
Squirrels, in new cage, for 2 good Singing Canaries.

J. C. S.ONG, JR., S9 North 9th St.. Philadelphia, Pa., will ex-
change I pair Blue Owls, and 1 pair Blue Checquered Antwerps, good birds,

for a good trio of Plymouth Rock Chickens, well grown.

1". O. BOX NO. 9, Milton, Pa., will exchange 1 pair Black Tumble:
Cocks, I pair Brown Tumblers, 1 pair White Pouters, 1 good Hevolver, seven
shooter, 1 pair Bald Heads, 1 pair Duchess, 1 Mottled Fan, for Fancy Pigeons

E. P. CARPENTEga, Mendota, 111., will exchange 2 Setter Pups,
ne 10 months old, the other 2 mouths old, for any Sporting Implements of
alue, or Stuffed Bird.s. ( Ihe pup.s are well bred.)

NOVELTY PRINTING CO., Albany, N Y., will exchange fine

young male Mocking Biids, for all kinds of old tecond-hand Novels, or other

books.
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JOHN F. HOI'SER, Tnniaqua, Pa., wants to exchange 3 good
Violins, 1 Doul.le Violin Box, 1 Biril Organ, 1 Bound Volume of Wriglit's

Illustrated Book of Poultry, 1 Klretric Battery, 1 Show Case, 1 Itiflc, 2 Old

Style Family Clocks, Fowl and Pigeon Exhibition Cnops. 1 Rabbit Hutch, 1

Squirrel Cage, 2 Parrot Cages, 1 Bed Bird and t!age, a good singer, 1 Accordeon,

in good condition, 1 Pool-Wheel, also Fancy Pigeons, for olfers. Speak quick.

BOX 869, Kockville, Conn., will exchange a C Cornet, cost .S60. for a

first-class Central-fire Shut Gun. Jlust be in good order, as the Cornet is.

Book Exchange. '

Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and
offeiing ONE Book for Sale, Exchange, or Wanted, will be allowed at 10 cents

for each and every insertion.

THE NEW STANDARD OF EXrEI.I.E\CE, OK
FANCIERS' AND BREEDERS' IlIRtCTORY, (iiev.

Neitz,)and The Cholera Preventive and Kxterminator, by A. J. llitl.—T. D.

Adams, Franklin, Pa., will exchange the above books for Cocker's Manual,

by F. JJ. Gray.

AUDUBON WANTED—.los. M. Wade, Rockville, Conn., wants a

copy of the above Work. State condition and lowest cash price.

BOOKS TO SPARE.
1. nandel's Israel in Egypt , . .Novello's.

2. Haydn's Creation "
3. IMendelsohn's Elijah

*'

4. Mendelsohn's St. Paul Ditaon's.

5. Handel's Messiah
6. life .ind Writings of Charles Dickens, by Phebe A. Hanaford.

7. Peregrine I'ii-kle Geo. Routledge & Sons.

8. The Works of T. Smnllet I-ee & Shepard.

9. The Portrait; a Romance of the CuvahogaVallev. By A. G Riddle.

10. The Sexes Mere and Hereafter, by VV. H. Holcombe, M. D.

11. Our Own Birds, bv Wm. I,. Bailev.

12. The Romance of Ilistorv : England. By II Neele.

13. Cyclopajdia of the Best Thoughts of 0. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaine

BOOKS "IVANTED.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
3. Dr.tke's Biographical Dictionary.

4. "Wtiite's Natural History of Selbourne.

5. Walton's Cimplete Angler.

6. Poems by 'H. U."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
Some volumes of Ilarper'i Monthly, and many other hooks.

Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books.

Write to • W.M. GAIlUNKtt BAUTON, Salem, Mass.

\i\!\ \i T ED.
READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF ESCHANGES.

The name and address of anj' per.'iOD acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want coluuins, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

MAKTUS liONti, Mertztown, Berks Co., Pa.,

hound. Give price, size, and age.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDiaEEE LIGHT BKAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED EL.\CK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AND CHICKS FOR SAL,E.

Write for Circuiar.

ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

AND METHOD OF TRAINING.

By W . B. Tegctnielcr.

PRICE, 75 CENTS, FREE B "T in A 1 1, .

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

JERSEY, ALMKET, Affl GUEEK! COf

.

HOW TO

Choose, Manage and Breed to the Most Frcflt.

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

MOORE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

No-w Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

,

,_.-_-_. .-50 cents.

PREPAID BY MAIL.

LARGE DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS
Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D. Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, "1'^ second, and two special premiums; stock from
Felck, Williams, Hersteins, and EdmonUs noted strains. Eggs. .S3.00 per 13.

H. PARHAM, Lima, 0.

IF YOU ^VISH TO EXCHANGE
ja.3?ir-5ra7^3:iBB'<3-

From a spinning icheel to a, farm, out West^ patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN
OF THE

FANCIERS' JOURNAL!!
For twenty-five cents you can insert an " Exchatige '* or a " Want " of not

more than 48 words.

S- O XT
have .something that you do not *'want," offer it" for exchange" in our
column.

TRY IT O ISr C E ! ! :

TME JOU1?NAIj can be had at any news Ftand. Or at Schock's

Cigar and Stationery Store, Tenth and Callowhill streets, Philadelphia.

Price, 10 cents single copy.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE lUAINY.

Containing the HISTORY OK THE RAIJBIT from the earliest timPB.

Descriptions with illustnition.i of all the show and fancy vwrieties, and full

directions fnr their selection, breeding, and manngement ; the treatment of
their diseases, aud the construction of their dweliiugs. Sent post-paid on
receipt of 3U cents. Address

FaNOIERS' journal, Hartford, Conn.

J , H. SOHOCK, S. W. corner Tt-nth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-

dplphia, Pa., dealer in Segur,^, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also

supply Fancit^rs' Juurnal iir'miptly by mail or at the store.

WM. E. ROWER,
SH0EMAKERT01VN, PA.

LIGHT EEAHIAS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

prepared to ship Egg."? from
ituck, carefully boxed, to
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BLIND NED.
Who is dnt ar a playin' ? Sliucka ! I wish I wuzn't blin'

;

But wlieii lie Lord he tuk my eyes, he loP my yealis beliin'.

Is dnt you, Mahs'r Bob ? I t'ou};lit I reco'iiiscd your l)owin'

;

1 said I kiiowod 'twas you, .soou's 1 liecred do fiddle goin'.

Sho ! diit ala't rifjht—jcs' le' me sliow you how to ])Iay dat tune-

I feel like 1 could make do fiddle t.ilk dis afternoon.

Now, don't yon see dat counter's jcs a leeile bit too Iiij;li ?

Well, nehber miu'—I guess you'll learn lo tunc lier by an' by.

You's jes' like all musieianers dnt learns to play by note ;

Yon ain't got music, in you, so you has to hab it wrote ;

Now diit ain't science—why de delibil don't you play by yeah 1

Fur dat's de onlies' kin' ob music fitiin' for to hcah.

Po you suppose, when David wuz apickin' on d harp,

He ebbor knowed de difference atwixt a flat an' sharp ?

I5ut any tune you called for, he could ])ick it all de same,

For David knowed de music, dough he didn't know de name.

Dis yciih's a splendid inst'nmcnt—I 'spec' it cost a heap :

You ra'ly oat to let me hab dis liddlo lor to keep

—

It ain't no use to you, sah ; lor, wiilout it's in de man,
lie kain't git music out de fines' fiddle in de lau'.

It quires a pow'r ob science for to fiddle, sah, you see.

An' science conies by natur' ; dat's de way it is wid me

—

]?ut Lord! dat Bill ! It 'muses me to h^ah bim talking' big;

You ncbber heered a braggin' fiddler play a decent jig!

Dat Bill, ho is a caution, sah! I wonder now whar he
An' oder folks I knows of—yes, I wonder wh.ir'll dey be
In bebben, when de music's playin', an' do angels shout

—

If Bill should jine de chorus dey would hab to put bim out.—iSundai/ CIifonids.

SCANDAL-MONGERING.
There are those in every denomination under the sun, engaged

;n the contaminating and polluting occupation of slandering; not

only the living, but the dead are not free from their venomous fangs.

If it was in the power of God and man to convince them of their ut-

ter degradation, civilization would no longer be compelled to tolerate

their presence. Our rivers and lakes would be filled to overflow,

ing with drowning, venomous scandal-mongers. Our oceans

would be a moving mass of decaying pestiferous miscreants. Our

atmosphere would become imjjregnatcd with a stench deadly to

those not engaged in the contemptible occupation.

It is beyond the power of rational beings to comprehend the

depth of debasement of the obno.\ious character—vamjiires. What
we term the dregs and rubbish of mankind are the nobility com.

pared with those who are forever anil eternally protruding their

snouts into the jaws incident to life. They will proceed in a cool-

scientific manner to cut and slash neighbors, holding their muti

lated forms up to the gaze and ridicule of the world. This, the

ignoramus will tell you, is a part of civilization. Call it if you

please by its true name, heathenism of the lowest, basest kind. Of

all the words in the English language there is only one that will

express nine-tenths of the absurd, damnable scandal afloat in com-

munity,—lie.

Deep as hell itself, will the scandal-monger delve for one morsel

of truth, whereon to build the superstructure of obnoxious false-

hood. Sensible people shun the loathsome, detestable, wholesale

vender of sca.ndalous and diabolical falsehoods as they would a

venomous reptile. There is nothing in the wide world that will

tend to dehumanize man, rendering him unfit for carih, heaven or

hell, more than sc.and.al-mongering. The slandering class of hu-

manity arc morally, cowards ; intellectually, fools ; and sociably,

detestable,— Vcrm'ijd Farmer.

A NARRATIVE OP TRAVEL IN EASTERN HIGH
ASIA.

Lieutenant Colonel Prejcvalsky of the Russian staff corps has

written a narrative of a journey through Mongolia, the Tangut
country, and northern Thibet, which has recently been translated

and published in England. Colonel Prejevalsky, at the sugges-

tion of the Russian Geographical Society, and with the support

of his own {jOvernment, undertook to head an expedition to north-

ern China, and spent three years between Pekin, Lake Kohonor,

the Ala-Shan Mountains, the Mongolian Plateau, and the tracts

adjacent to^tho sources of the Hoangho and the Yangtzo-Kiang.

The term "comrafinder of an expedition," which he applies to

himself, raises a smile when we find that his subordinates mainly

consisted of a yonng companion, Michael Pyltsefl^, two or more

Cossacks from Lake Baikal, and a faithful dog named Faust,

fjcaving Kiakhta, on the Russian frontier, in a Chinese post cart,

Col. Prejevalsky came to Urga, and thence via Kalgan to Pekin.

Here he remained for some time laying in stores, purchasing camels,

horses, gnns, ammunition, and boxes to pack skins and specimens,

and gaining such information about the nature of the country as

Chinese indifference or open hostility would permit. From the

Chinese capital he went north to Dolon-Nor, "an important place

of trade," and then back to Kalgan, at which place he "re-formed "

his caravan. The reformation, however, seems to have consisted

principally -in the appointment of two new Cossacks and tlie pur-

chase of one more camel. Here he mounted the plateau of Mon-
golia, and the faces of the travelers were turned to the west, and

eventually to the southwest. Traveling leisurely, they came to

the town of Bautu, or Poto, caught a sight of the Yellow River,

made an excursion into the mountainous regions of the Ala-Shan,

and had an interview with its prince of " amban," whom he de-

scribes as addicted to opium, and extremely despotic and corrupt.

At this point they had hoped to reach the Lake of Koko-Nor,

which was only four hundred miles distant. But want of means

and an insufficient passport compelled them to retrace their foot-

steps all the way to Kalgan, and eventually to Pekin, for money,

>upplifs, and ammunition, and thus refreshed and inspirited the

adventurers again turned west, retraversed the Ala-Shan range,

explored the province of Kansu, and reached their terminus in

Lake Koko-Nor and ihe Shuga Mountains. Here they weie

doomed to experience a fresh disappointment. They were com-

pelled by utter exhaustion of resources and loss of camels to give

up all idea of reaching Lhassa, when only five hundred miles o.r

twenty-seven days' journey from that famous but inaccessible
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capital. So they turned buck with heavy liearts and empty pock-

ets; and spending a spring in Kansu, made tlio inarch over the

desert of Gobi back to Urga during the heats of summer, and

reached home in the month of October, 1873, after three years of

arduous exploration and fatigue. Colonel Yule summarizes their

results by showing that they traveled in that time over 7,000

miles of country ; that they collected more than 100 specimens of

animals, large and small; 1,000 specimens of birds, 80 of

reptiles and fish, 3,500 of insects, and 5,000 of plants ; and that

without hardy frames and a resolute spirit, they must at more

tlian one point have given up the attempt in sheer despair.

The climate appears to have presented every horrible variety,

aridity and cold predominating. In Mongolia the spring must

have been detestable. Ice was seen in May. Gales blew con-

stantly, raising clouds of sand and dust mixed with fine particles

of salt. At intervals came rain and hail and fine sleet. Once,

when in Ala-Shan Mountains, the party had carelessly pitched

their tent in the dry bed of a torrent, they were nearly washed

away by a deluge. A dismal tract, called the sands of Kuzupchi,

near tlie Hoang ho, was the acme of desolation—yellow hillocks of

sand, no plants, and the only living things gray lizards. This soli

tudo is peopled by local tradition with the departed spirits of Chi-

nese slain by Chenghiz Khan . A similar region, but of vaitcr exten t,

was the desert of Ala-Shan ; so extensively as to be called Imgeri,

or " sky " by the Mongols. In the whole of this country the

stunted vegetation seemed to grow under compulsion, and to be

born with the elements of decay in every blade or plant. But

even this was surpassed by the plateau between the Shuga Moun-

tains and the Baian-Kara-ula range, at the extreme point of the

travelers' exploration to the west of Lake Koko-Nor. Breathing is

impeded; marching is difficult; fuel will not burn, fire will not

lin-ht nor water boil : a cold winter is succeeded by a howling

spring, and this by a summer of rain and hail, and it is only during

the short interval of clear autumnal weather that caravans of

pilirrims can accomplish a hasty journey to the capital of Thibet.

No wonder that we read that the two months and a half spent in

this region were the worst part of the expediiiun. The party

lived in a. yurta, or tent, given by the prince of Koko-Nor, which

took to pieces easily, was eleven feel in diameter and nine in

hein-ht, and had an opening in the side three feet square, through

which the travelers crept in and out. The sides were lined with

felt, and fire was lighted in an iron grate in the center. They rose

two hours before midnight, boiled brick tea pure, and cooked

wheaten cakes, or devoured a horrible compound of the said tea

thickened with baked flour, butter and salt, tasting like soap.

Then came the packing of the yurla and the baggage, and a march

of six, seven, or twelve miles at most was the day's work. Hur-

ricanes of sand and dust overtook them, and they were forced to

halt, go through the process of unpacking, and chop up frozen

meat. After all this, they stalked game under difliculiies in order

to supply their larder. At this time, too, their boots were worn

out, and their furs were in tatters, and the whole system was

so unnerved and prostrated that a good night's rest was imi)Obsi-

ble, even after the fatigue of marching and the weariness of the

chase. These arctic experiences were exchanged, on the return

home, for the July heat and the suffocating tornadoes of the Gobi

Desert, through which they made forty-four matches with parched

throats and aching heads. It was here the faithful dog Faust

died, and even the camels almost gave out.

The suspicions of the inhabitants who were met with at inter-

vals of civilization or who accompanied the author, compelled the

travelers to have recourse to all sorts of expedients in order to

record their observations. Mongols of an inquisitive turn of

mind were told that a field-glass was of use to descry game at a

distance, and this enabled Colonel Prejevalsky to substitute a

compass for the " artful machine," and record the bearings of

places. In Chinese towns and villages he lost heavily by ex-

change, and by what he calls rascality and roguery, though we
fear this process of attrition is not peculiar to Chinese money

chiingers. At Bautu he was lodged in a filthy apartment, and

mobbed by the populace and some ruffianly soldiers. At the town

of Ding-hu the incidents were even more unple.isant. A man-

darin, bearing a strong likeness to Mr. Borrow's Spanish alcalde

who could not understand why the author of the " Bible in Spain"

went up hills to see " prospects," wanted to know the object of the

visit, and objected to the passport as a forgery. Then a curious

oflGcial inspected all the packages, and evidently wanted to ab-

stract a rifle and a revolver. Matters were compromised by the

surrender of percussion caps and some gunpowder for two-thirds

of their value. And there are other instances of Chinese pilfer-

ing, audacity and bombast. But much as the author disliked this

race and their habits, he has no better opinion of the Mongols.

They live in yurtas, or tents of felt, which would be snug and

comfortable were it not for the filthiness of the inmates. Their

subsistence not depending on agriculture, but on flocks and herds,

they are slothful and apathetic unless roused into action by horse-

racing, pilgrimage, gossiping excursions from one encampment to

another, and the chase. They rarely walk ; but, on the other

hand, they can endure the extreme of cold for fifteen hours at a

stretch, seated on their camels. They are also described as cow-

ardly, cunning, and inquisitive.

—

Selected.

The Power of Kindness.—A Cadiz letter says : "Notice

had been posted in all the public places, that onacertainday the

bull called ' El Moro ' would be introduced into the arena, and

that, when he should have been goaded to the uttermost fury, a

young girl would appear and reduce the animal to quiet subjec-

tion. The ])eople of Cadiz had heard of ' El Moro ' as the most

magnificent bull ever brought into the city, and it soon became

known that the girl thus advertised was a peasant girl of Espara,

who had petted the bull, and fed it and cared for it during the

years of its growth. On the appointed day the vast amphitheater

was filled with au anxious, eager crowd. Three bulls had been

killed and drag,'cd away, and then the flourish of trumpets

announced the coining of the hero of the day. With a deep,

terrific roar, 'El Moro' entered upon the scene. lie was truly

magnificent—a bovine monarch—black and glossy, with eyes of

fire, dilating nostrils and wicked looking horns.

" The picadores attacked him warily, hurled their banderillos

(small, dart-like javelines, ornamented with ribbons, and intended

to jade and infuriate). The bull had killed three horses off-hand,

and had received eight banderillos in his neck and shoulders,

when, upon a given signal, the picadores and mafadorcs suddenly

withdrew, leaving the infuriated beast alone in his wild paroxysms

of wrath. Presently a soft, musical note, like the piping of a

lark, was heard, and directly afterwards a girl not more than 15

years of age, with the tasteful garb of an Andalusian peasant,

and with a pretty face, sprang into the arena, approaching the

bull fearlessly, at the same time calling his name, ' iloro ! Moro !

Ya voy ! " At the first sound of the sweet voice the animal ceased

his furv, and turned toward the place whence it came, and when

he saw the girl he plainly manifested pleasure. She came to his

head and put forth her hand, which he licked with his tongue.

Then she sang a low, sweet song, at the same time caressing the

animal by patting him on the forehead, and, while she sang, the

suffering monarch kneeled at her fret. Then she stopped and

gently removed the cruel banderillos, after which, with bur arms

around 'El Moro's' neck, she led him toward the gale of the

torril."
»-»-•

A New York paper announcing the arrival of a vessel says

:

" The only passengers were T. B. Nathan, who owned three-

fourths of the vessel and the captain's wile."
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PodLji^Y DEpy^F^TI^^NT-

smaller one had scratched from the ground. Neither of the nurse

hens took any notice of the chickens until the brood was two or

three weeks old. Neither was ranther to any of the chicken.s ex-

cept l)y adoption, and I could not see that any compulsion was

used.

—

Rural New Yorlcfr.

CHICKENS FOR PROFIT.

A gentleman of our acquaintance at N'jw London, Conn, has

recently been keeping; .a deliit and credit account with a yard of

about twenty fowls, consisting of Leghorns and Asiatics. The

feed for the time (abont si.x month*) cost S2.7.5, during which

time the hens laid five hundred and forty eggs, which, at 25 c. per

dozen amounted to $11.25. Who says that keeping chickens is

not a source of profit 1»

— ..-•

SWELLED CROP, OR CROP-BOUND.

A correspondent enquires " what can be done for a fowl when its

crop is swollen and distended to thrice its ordinary dimensions 1"

This is a common occurrence with over-fed, or carelessly fed

birds in confinement. The remedy is very simple, and where the

fowl is a valuable one, it should be applied, seasonably. An at-

tendant should hold the afflicted siibject firmly, while another per-

son should make an incision at the under edge of the crop-skin,

transversely, and of sufficient length to clear the crop out clean.

The trouble is cnused by undigested food that has caked in the

crop. After emptying the sack, the skin of this opening should

be closely sewed up again, with fine white (not colored) silk ; and

if the bird be placed by itself afterwards for a week or two, and

fed upon soft food, it will usually recover without further trouble.

If neglected beyond a certain time, this stoppage in the crop will

destroy the fowl, of course. But the suggested remedy is so easi-

ly managed, that if the hen is worth saving, the experiment may

be made successfully by any one who can use a needle and silk

handily.
•--•

CHICKENS THAT HAD A NURSE.

This summer two of my hens took a freak such as I have never

before known, and which may indicate that fashionable ideas and

follies arc extending into quarters where least suspected. One of

my Brahma hens was lamed early in the summer. She had four-

teen chickens, all hatched by herself. As soon as her lameness ap-

peared, a small black hen, part Bantam, took the young chickens

and divided the responsibility with the mother. The nui-se did the

scratching and providing for the family, including the mother,

while the latter, as the largest, did the brooding. The way the

Brahma made the little black nurse "stand around " at feeding-

time was comical enough. The Banta's humility was like that so

often required and so seldom seen in human servants. The
strange copartnership continued until the chicks were turned off

by both mothers to shift for themselves.

Another hen, also part Brahma, with whom I had put eighteen

chickens, also took as nurse a ^mall hen of the common barn-yard

breed. This hen did not hire a nurse until the chickens were

nearly three weeks old, and she had already begun to lay a new
litter of eggs. The nurse, as in the other case, did most of the

work, the other mother hen eating the seeds and insects that the

OLD EGGS.

The yolk of eggs will keep for many years after the whites have

disappeared. This has been tested by experiment.

The Manchester Mirror and American says that twenty four

yesrs ago a gentleman in a suburban town packed several eggs in

a box of oats, and put them in an out of iheway place in the attic

of his store, with the intention of testing their condition at the end

of a year's time. Forgetting all about them, nearly a quarter of

a century had passed, when, in overhauling the contents of the

attic, he came upon the box in its hiding place. Upon breaking

the eggs, the shells of which appea'red sound, the whites were found

to have totally disappeared, while the yolks remained dried and

quite hard. The oats in which the eggs were packed were sound

as the day when they were put in the box, and the gentleman has

planted several, with a view of discoveriug whether they retain

their vitality. In the box was found a memorandum giving the

date on which the eggs were deposited.

For the Fancier's Journal.

"SOY" FOR POULTRY.
When making up ray stores for winter's use, I fill all the spare

bottles with what I call "soy," for the use of my poultry. I use

it as seasoning to the " mixed feed "of meal that forms their

morning meal in winter, and I have found it so good for keeping

fowls healthy and in a profitable condition, I feel as if I could

scarcely keep poultry without it. Now, when tomatoes are cheap-

est, is my time for making it. As / have profited by the experi-

ence of others as rtcorded upon The Journal's pages, so I give

my experience in return.

I cut into thick slices twenty -four ripe tomatoes, and put thcra

over the fire in a kettle that will hold as much again. While

they are cooking I chop fine, eight large onions, adding them to

the mass in the kettle. I also add six spoons best cayenne pepper^

four spoons ginger and two spoons salt, and I allow all to simmer

together for an hour at least, when I add two quarts of vinegar.

Permitting the mass to " come again to a boil," I move the kettle

to the back of the stove, when I let it cook slowly for an half

hour longer. This I put away in bottles, using corks sealed, if I

have the corks. If corks are not at hand, I use beef's bladder,

cut info bits and tied over the bottle's mouth. If I have not that

at hand, I fill the bottles to within an inch of the top with soy,

filling the remaining inch with melted beef or mutton tallow.

If I have a plentiful supply, I add a tea cup full to the morning's

meal for fifty fowls two mornings in the week.

Farmer's Wife.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

POSTAL CARDS.
You know I am always contrary, and therefore will not he sur-

prised if I do not quite agree with your " P. Card" correspond-

ents. Still I do not disagree for the sake of being contrary, but for

the purpose of ventilating the subject a little for the good of some,

like myself, who do not agree with the aforesaid writers.

Now I perfectly agree witli them that in mamj cases it saves time

and money—that no one should write anything about his stock or

prices that he should not be willing the whole world should see.

Particularly is this true at the present time m the poultry business,

when some of our heaviest guns in the frateraity arc treating us to
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their "liltk unpleasantnesses." I also quite agree witK them that

for a man to oflFer goods for sale, and then asli his customers to pay

him three cents to tell them about his wares is also rather a cheeky

transaction to .say the least, if you look at it with the eyes of a

purchaser rather than those of a seller.

All these, and some others I perfectly appreciate, and j'et am

opposed to Postal cards, except in cases where acknowledgments

come in, when brevity is a virtue.

But if I want to purchnsc stock, either to breed from or exhibit,

I want to know all.ibout it. For exhibition it is not so important,

for then you want something to win honors, which when worn,

stand in the light of " borrowed plumes," But when it comes to

purchasing breeding stock it is a very important matter as on its

selection, depends our future tucccss, and, I claim that I, at least,

cannot fully describe wliat I want on a postal, nor can any one

fully satisfy my inquiry on one. No doubt "A" can ask the price

of a trio of chickens on a PostaJ card, and " B." can give a price

in the same manner. Bccauseif "A." should think so little of the

subject as to ask a general question, "B." could give him a gen-

eral answer, for he would argue at once that "A." did not mean

anything, or did not know what ho really did want, and therefore

did not require a very particular answer. Now in writing this I

do not allude to inquiries for circulars that can be m.adc as well by P.

card as .any other way. Nor do I mean such general questions as

may be asked in that way. But I do mean that I cannot buy u:lmt

I want nor sell what a customer may want by P. card correspond-

ence only, .and am also satisfied that most breeders and purchasers

feel as I do. And while on this subject let me say for the benefit

of those who do use them : I am not refusing to answer inquiries

by P. card or to P. cards, for I always answer them just as readily

as letters, but I would .advise all who use them, to write with ink,

give P. 0., State, and County, and also the name of the writer. I

have received cards written with a pencil, so completely rubbed off'

that I could not decipher a word. I have also had them without

either name of writer, P. 0. address. County, or State, and have

now on my desk more than one hundred such cards that I pre-

sume the writers of which are cussing me for not answering.

Again, I say, I do not believe in imposing return postage on an in-

quirer for my goods, but will be only too happy to answer all in-

quiries whether by letter, or P. C. at my own cost, when the in-

quiry is for my stock. But when it comes down to a matter of a

purchase or sale, I do not believe in the use of a P. C, because I

do not think there is territory enough on the back of one to ask

or answer questions intelligibly on, and would advise all to use

letters in such cases.

I did mean to sign my name to this at the outset, but will adopt

the plan of the other, and subscribe myself
P. Card, Sr.

AN ASTONISHING EGG STORY.
It is very well known that John W. Corning is Sergeant at-

Arms of the Now York State Senate. Last winter he attended

the session of the Legislature for the first time, and though al-

most continually absent from homo, he, with the assistance of his

accomplished wife, discovered a new and wonderful process for

producing chickens from eggs without artificial heat or the kind-

ly ministrations of the parent hen. Mrs. Corning, knowing well

John's partiality for toothsome cakes, and the many dishes of

which eggs from a part, prepared to greet him with a good dinner

every time he came home. In order to carry out her designs, it

became necessary to have fresh eggs, and therefore during the

fall a large quantity was packed away in salt, and carefully

placed in the dry part of the cellar. From time to time during

the winter the eggs were taken out and used. The long con-

clave of the Senate, without a holiday, just before its adjourn-

ment, kept John sometime from home, and it was resolved to keep

the rest of the eggs until he came to stay, there being no

fatted calf in the neighborhood. Finally he came, and with him

news of a final adjournment of the session. The eggs were then

brought forth, but on examination it was found that nature had

been at work in the salt, and had made some advance toward

incubation, quite enough to render the eggs unfit for culinary

purposes. As the season then was becoming quite warm and

honse-cleaning was in order, the debris which had accumu-

lated during the winter, including the eggs which were left, were

.'ent away and deposited on the east side of a highway running

out of the village, between the canal and creek bridges. Here,

amid coal ashes, the contents of straw beds and other accumu-

lations, the eggs were left and thought no more of for the time

being. But there was life in that mass as will be seen. Close

adjoining this place of deposit, Mr. Tappenden, who lives at tlie

south end of the canal bridge, milks his cows, and one morning,

while .so engaged, heard a chicken crying, the cry coming from

the rubbish. On going there he found a little fellow calling for

his dough, which he took home and fed. A few mornings after

he found several more, and for a week thereafter went regularly

to the place and carried away newly hatched chickens, until he

had ])rocured a large brood, nearly all of them doing well. There

was a mystery about the case, and only l»st week the real truth

came to light. Mr. Tappenden has now a fine flock of spring

chickens, and he told the writer that he expected to take the

premium at the fair next week on artificial hatching, though he

said the honor properly belonged to John W. Corning —Roches-

ter Express.

COUNTY FAIR AT MERIDEN, CONN.

BY OUR STAFF CORRESPONDENT.

The Meriden Poultry Club at this place, imbued with the

"spirit of the fancy," have made their maiden effort in the way

of an exhil)ition of fine poultry at the Agricultural Fair. H.av-

ing just purchased from Mr. James Shepard, about one hundred

of his patent exhibition coops, a larjje room in the public hall

was arranged for the reception of the fowls, and in a few hours

every coop was filled. They made a splendid display, and it

was the general remark that there was not a poor bird in the hf.ll.

During the three days of the fair the room was crowded nearly

all the time, and in the evening it was almost impossible to get

through the crowded aisles. We were told that many birds were

sold at remunerative prices. The exhibits were not confined to a

few breeders, but each member of the club seemed to desire to do

his part. Tlius the eleven entries of White Leghorns bore the

names of seven different breeders. The judging was performed

by that prominent breeder of White Leghorns, J. Boardman

Smith, assisted by Jacob Lockrow, of Meriden.

We note the following awards :

Brahmas. Light—Elijah Loy, 1st and 2d. Dark—Levi E.

Coe, 2d. Partridi/e Cochins—J. MeCall, 2d.

Leghorns. White—W. B. Hall, 1st; Elijah Loy, 2d. Brown—
E. J. Crawford, 1st; J. McCall, 2d. Dominique—W. W.

Mosher, 1st; E. J. Crawford, 2d. Black—W. A. Reed, 1st and

2d.

Plymouth Rocks. S. C. Pierson, 1st and 2d.

Am. Dominiques. C. P. Ives, 2d.

Houdans. W. A. Kecd, 2d.

Black Spanish. Levi E. Coe, 2d.

Black B. R. G. Bantams. C. LoefHer, 1st.

Ducks. Pekins—W. S. & H. E. Savage, 1st and 2d; Ayles-

bury—John Thorrett, 1st; Common—John Thorrctt, 1st.

China Geese. Almon Andrews, 1st; Common—N. S.Bald-

win, 1st; Elijah Loy was awarded first premium for collection of

Pigeons; 1st on Ferrets; also, 2d on LopEared Rabbits. L.

Bridsey, 1st on Lop-Eared Rabbits, and 1st on Newfoundland
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Puppies. E. J. Lewis took Ist on Angora, and 1st on English

Rabbits.

Miss AUie. E. Castelow was awardeil 1st premium for pair of

White Rats.

All things considered, the exhibit was a grand suecess. The

Club is in a flourishing condition, has over sixty active members.

The officers are C. P. Ives, President; J. P. Parker, Treasurer;

li. P. Chamberlain, Recording Secretary ; E. E. West, Corres-

jionding Secretary. They propose holding a " grand exhibition
"

tlie tirst week in January, at which time they hope to have a

large number of entries, and will make every effort to make it an

object for breeders to bring out their "prize-winners." We pre-

dict for the new society a long, and prosperous career. At some

future time we will give a few "points" we learned there, and a,

description of some prominent yards. Many of the breeders

have been to large expense to procure good birds, and have built

fine and substantial houses. We hope to be able to visit them

again ere long.

Before leaving the hall we wended our way to the second floor,

and here we beheld a dazzling array of exhibits. Prominent

among them at the right we came very nearly breaking the tenth

commandment as we gazed upon the splendid display of the

Wilcox Silver Plate Co. What with the handsome combinations

in flower. stands and vases, elegant designs in water pitchers and

castors, and those charming jewelry cases, it certainly made one

almost wish he were wealthy for about ten minutes. Following

down the tables, the handsome show of bronzes, from the Bradley

& Hubbard Co., attracted a great deal of attention and at the

lower end of the hall, the sweet tones of the Cimbella and or-

chestral organs, exhibited by the Schoniger Organ Co., of New
Haven, held a large audience in breathless enchantment. Pas-

sing to the other side we find the exhibit of piano stools, manu-

factured by Mr. E. D. Castelow. They were very handsome, and

of every style, pattern and value, some thirty-three styles being

shown. Mr. C. interested us greatly in his vivid description of

his factory, and at some future time we hope to be able to accept

his kind invitation to visit him. A large wreath, some six feet

in circumference, composed of sixty different varieties of seeds,

;ind encased in an elegant frame, was a center of attraction. It

was a result of the patient labor of Mrs. Castelow. The floral

display was large and profuse, that furnished by Mr. Henry S.

Forbes being very prominent. There were many other exhibits

worthy of note, but time and space forbid, at least I fear you will

say so. In closing, we must return thanks to the genial oflicers

of the society for the many courtesies received.

AN INFERNAL MACHINE
Is said to have been recently invented somewhere in the south,

called " the torpedo chicken," which was lodged in poultry-houses

where night fowl-thieves were occasionally found prowling about,

for the purpose of blowing the intruders to pieces—smashing arms,

beads and legs indiscriminately.

I would not apologise for this class of offenders by any

means, but I can not discover the justification in this sort of

butchering maneuver, since it can hardly bethought just, by any

reasonable being, that a fowl-thief should be murdered, or have an

arm or leg blown off, for this offense.

The thievery is a wrong, and it should be punished. But I

see no sense in committing a far greater wrong, by such foul

means as is suggested through the use of this " infernal machine,"

which a late southern journal asserts " went off" in somebody's

hen-house the other night, and in the morning they found a man's

hand shattered from the wrist, lying near the chicken-house door.

Those who are compelled to resort to such severe measures as

this to protect their poultry, will sleep, I should say, with a much

more quiet conscience if they go out of the business, altogether.

All the chickens in the town where this injury occurred were not

worth a human limb; and the injury done was both irreparable

and heartless, as I look at it.

Proper guards against depredations in our fowl-houses by night

or by day are well enough, and there can be no valid objection

urged against reasonable cautionary measures. But the man who

would smash the limbs or head of a fellow-being, in this way for

such an offense, possesses the spirit to commit any other deed of

harshness that his ill temper might suggest ; and is by far too ill-

natured ever to become a good poultry fancier. This is my judg

ment, and I charge nothing for the frank expression of it.

George.— .--»— ---

IMPORTATION.
Wabken, Mass., Sept. 21, 1876.

Dear Editor :

I received to-day a very fine trio Yellow Duckwing Games from

J. C. Cooper, Limerick, Ireland. They arrived in good condition,

and are the finest I ever saw.

Yours very truly,

C. S. Lincoln.

Not having heard from the debating societies in relation to the

conundrum, "Why do hens always lay eggs in the daytime^"

Hans Schnider says :
" Because at night they are roosters."

The King of all Cats.—Talk about cats, says the London

Telegram, none of them equal Cato, the recently deceased, the

property, when alive, of Mrs. Stevens Rogers. The animal lived

twenty years, lacking one month, and when he departed, was

mourned for by a large circle of friends. Cato was a religiously

inclined cat. Told, " Cato, it's lime you went to bed," his catship

walked solemnly to the chair or stand, and placing his paws over

his face to shade his eyes from the glare and glitter of a sinful

world, engaged, apparently, in earnest devotions.

Mrs. Rogers ie an old lady and rather feeble. Cato used to go

to call her up in the morning, would wait around until she was

ready to go down stairs, and then would mimic his mistress in the

manner of her descent. Mrs. Rogers was compelled to steady

herself by leaning against the balusters ; the cat regularly went

through the same exercise ; but upon getting within three or four

steps of the landing he would spring clear down at a leap, and

then look around in a way that said distinctly :
" Why don't you

come down in that way ?

"

Mrs. Rogers one day fainted, and attention was called to the

fact by Cato, who ran "to the old lady's daughter and succeeded

by pulling, and pushing, and crying to call her from another part

of the house to the mother's assistance, probably this being the

means of saving the latter's life.

There used to be kept in the house a little box in which from

time to time were deposited pennies for procuring food for Cato.

Cato understood the arrangement, and would watch over his pile

carefully as could any little boy, manifesting anxiety whenever

the supply of cash ran so low as to be suggestive of short rations.

If the box of coppers gave out altogether, Cato knew enough to

go to the next pocketbook. Cato would allow the canary to hop

around upon his back, and would play at " catchpaw " with it

upon the floor.

When Capt. Rogers died the cat manifested the utmost grief,

and would sit and watch the portrait of his deceased master

exactly as if he saw a resemblance between it and him. James, a

son of Mrs. Rogers, came home, and one day concluded he would

have a smoke. He purchased a pipe and tobacco, and laid them

on the table, at once interesting exceedingly Cato, who com-

menced calling " Papa, papa," as he used to do when Capt.

Rogers was still alive. A comb was set apart for the cat's use,

as a matter of fun, and daily Cato came to have his toilet made

by some member of the family.

When finally he was taken sick the neighbors of Mrs. Rogers

used to come in to see him ; and when at the very last Cato saw

he was going, he raised himself up in his bed, waved an adieu to

his friends, and sunk back into the sleep from which he never

fairly woke.
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PiqEofl DEpy^F^TF'EfJT-

(For Fanciers' Journal.) i

OUR ENGLISH LETTER.
SoDTHPOKT, England, Sept. 9th, 1876.

My Dear Mk. Wade :

A prominent fancier writes me as follows : "One of my pigeon

pens seems to be infected with roup ; birds in that pen are always

subject to it. A yellow discharge comes from their nostrils and

mouth which is very difficult to cure. What should I do with

It ? and how should the birds be treated 1

"

I will answer the above questions through The Pancibrs'
•JoDKNAL, hoping my letter may be of some use, as the above

subject has troubled almost eveiy fancier, especially in the fall of

the year when pigeons and fowls are moulting, or about to moult.

First of all, the house must be made quite secure against damp
and drafts—without these precautions no cure can be found.

There must be also a supply of pure air, and to get pure air

without drafts, the room should not be too low over head for the

number of birds kept in it.

To disinfect the room after the above conditions are secured,

thoroughly scrape out every particle of dirt and dust. Then
with a whitewash brush wash over the whole of the floors, walls,

and ceiling, and the inside and outside of all boxes with hot

water with which there must be mixed when hot, a quarter of a

|)Ound of carbolic acid to every three gallons of water.

Next make a wash as follows : take unslaked white lime enough

to make two gallons of whitewash ; mix one-fourth of a pound
of flour of sulphur with crude petroleum oil to the consistency

of a thin batter
;
put it in the bucket with the lime, add two

gallons of water, boiling from the kettle ; add three ounces of

carbolic acid after the wash is made, and again thoroughly wash'

the place with this wash ; and give the place a third coat of

whitewash, made of lime and water only, on the third day after

the second washing. The first two washings should succeed each

other as quickly as possible. The first washing with carbolic

acid and water should by no means be omited, as it penetrates

deeper than a thicker wash, and destroys infection and the eggs

of insects, which are too deep for the thicker wash to reach.

The carbolic acid used should he the common fluid acid, such

as is sold to use on ships, at an English shilling or twenty-five

cents a pound. The " carbolic powders," " disinfecting powders,"

&c., generally advertised, are weak preparations of a little acid

mixed with burnt clay, air slaked lime, Venetian red, &c. &c, I

propose to give what my experience has proved to be the best

modes of treating the diseased birds, by next steamer.

Yours truly,

A Manchester Fancier.
«-«-«

PIGEON EXPRESS
At Eureka, recently Mr. Fitch, the operator at the Atlantic and

Pacific Telegraph office, sent by stage to Tybo, a common tame

dove or pigeon, with instructions to attach a message to it and
turn it loose immediately on the arrival of the stage at Tybo. The
next morning the bird was found in its cote in this town, having re-

turned .some time during the night. On one of its legs was a

string, but the paper upon which the message was written was
gone, having probably been pecked oflFby the bird, The distance

between the two places on an air line is about eighty miles. There
is no telegraphic communication with either Tybo or Belmont,
and Mr. Fitch intends to procure a number of regular carrier pig-

eons to work between Eureka and those places. It is a novel ope-

ration in this country, but we can perceive no reason why it should
not prove a successful one.

—

Cal. Express.

JEIVIS,

There is an experiment on foot and print newspapers without

ink.

—

Ex. Some people think they can be printed without

money, we should judge, by the slow way they pay their subscri] -

tions.

Bare Fish.—Mr. Lovell of Yarmouth took in his weir last

week a rare fish, which was shipped to Wood's Hole. It was call-

ed by the professors a Tarpum, or Jew fish. It was five feet long,

was estimated to weigh fifty to sixty pounds, and had scales two

or three inches in diameter. It was of a silvery color, except the

head and back, which were of a darker hue.

CoRN-CoBS AS FiKE-LiGHTERS.—Corn cobs are extensively

used in Europe for fire-lighters. They are first steeped in hot

water containing two per cent, of saltpeter, and after being dried

at a high temperature, are saturated with fifty per cent, of resin-

ous matter. These lighters, which are sold at from three to four

dollars per thousand, are employed with advantage and economy

in private houses and for lighting furnaces.

- — «--»— —
An ingenious device is practiced in Cochin China for the cap-

ture of eels, which consists in cutting pieces of bamboo as thick

as the arm into sections of about three or four feet in length,

the divisions of the interior being broken out, with the exception

of the one at the end, which forms the bottom of the snare. At

the entrance is placed a slight grating of bamboo, and some bait,

either of fish or earth-worms, is introduced into the interior.

The bamboo is then laid at a slight depth in the mud, and the

eels enter the hollow tube, in which they can scarcely move, and

cannot turn themselves, and are consequently taken captive. The
bamboos are taken up every morning, and the eel, which holds

on very firmly to the interior, is pulled out by means of a strong

hook.
«

The Common House-Flt.—We take the following from the

Catholic Times : The familiar house-fly (musca domestica) is apt to

be considered an unmitigated pest. It is, therefore, time to call

attention to some recent investigations of a chemist which go to

hear out the pious axiom that every thing has its use. This ob-

server, noticing the movements of flies after alighting, rubbing

their hind-feet together, their hind-feet and wings, and their fore-

feet, was led to explore into the cause, and he found that the fly's

wings and legs, during his gyrations in the air, became coated with

extremely minute animalculas, which he subsequently devours.

These microscopic creatures are poisonous, and abound in impure

air, so that flies perform a useful work in removing the seeds of dis-

ease. Leanness in a fly is prima facie evidence of pure air in the

house, while corpulency indicates foulness and bad ventilation.

If these observations are well-founded, the housekeeper, instead of
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killing off the flies with poisonous preparations, should make her

premises as sweet and clean as possible, and then, havin<r pro-

tected (bod with wire or other covers, leave the busy Hies to act as

airy scavenf/ers.
.-».

The other evening, a young lady abruptly turned the corner

and very rudely ran against a boy who was small and ragged and

freckled. Stopping as soon as she could, she turned to him and

said: "I beg your pardon. Indeed I am very sorry." The

small, ragged and freckled boy looked up in amazement for an

instant; then, taking off about three-fourths of a cap, he bowed

very low, smiled until his face became lost in the smile, and an-

swered, "You can hev my parding, and welcome, miss ; and yer

may run agin me and knock me clean down, an' I won't say a

word." After the young lady passed on, he turned to a comrade

and said, half apologetically, "I never had any one ask my par-

ding, and it kind o' took mc off my feet."

—

Imlhmnpolis Herald.

Rare Collection of Birds.—Kobert T. Barker of New
Bedford has a remarkable collection of birds. The list includes

California valley quail, phmi-head paroquets, Madagascar paro-

quets, Australian love birds, white Java sparrows, common Java

sparrows, chestnut finches, zebra finches, bobolink, African lone

bird, African weaver-finch, African fire-finches, Nonpareils, Kng-

lish cbaiifinches. East Indian wax bills, a female cutthroat finch,

English sparrows and linnets, Tomikeno finches, a number of

mule birds, being a cross bi tween goldfinches and canaries, chaf-

finches and canaries, and linnets and canaries ; English siskins,

African gres^beaks, German and Western Island canaries, Brazi-

lian cardinals, Virginia nightingale, European bulfinches. East

Indian silver bills, Jamaica parrot, and Cinnamon canaries. In

the water of the room where they are kept is a good-sized eight-

sided aquarium, containing gold and silver fish, horn-pout and

shiners, and surmounted by a fountain covered with a large glass

globe, in which cork-balls are continually tossed up by the action

of the water. Another room contains a number of cages and

perches, where are kept Cuban blackbirds, Australian mottled

paroquets, a Florida grackle, robins. East India "raino"' Bra-

zilian and African parrots, Australian white cockatoo, and west-

ern and a Florida fox squirrel, the latter so tame that he will sit

in his master's lap and permit himself to be fondled. A Mexican

ant-eater completes the list of these strange pets.

—

Boston Trans-

cript.
- - -•-- -

Flt-Catching Rats.—Mr. C. B. Odell, at his hotel on Front

street, says the Newburgh (N. Y. ) Telegraph, is the happy

owner of a fly exterminator, which for thorough work is unsur-

passed by anything we have ever seen. In one of the windows,

fronting on Front street, where samples of his wares are occasion-

ally showTi, a rat began several weeks since to make sly visits,

and secure a good meal as often as he came by catching the many
flies which are on the panes of glass. He grew rery expert at it,

and though at first quite shy, soon became emboldened when he

found he was not disturbed in his foraging expeditions, and

would pursue his business not at all intimidated by spectators who
were only separated from him by a pane of glass. He olitained

entrance to the window by gnawing a hole through the wooden

base, coming from below. For weeks he has pursued his fly-

hunting business undisturbed. One Sunday one of the waiters

discovered him in the act of introducing a friend or member of

his family to his foraging ground. The new comer was very

shy, and only put his head through, while the old habitue tried to

coax him to the window. He would catch a fly, gravely hand it

to his friend, who would as gravely eat it, and look for more.

By degrees he lost a little of his fear, walked out,- and soon be-

came an expert in the new business. Either one or both may be

seen almost any day by any one who may be patient enough to

wait for (heir appearance a short time. It is certainly a very

novel sight and well worth a few minutes' time to see.

Stddy or Botany.—No study is more charming, and feu-

are more useful, than that of botany. It ought to be taught in

every school, and to every class that has passed beyond the mei e

rudiments of an education, especially in every fnrming district.

Every teacher of a district school ought to be able to teach it

practically.

The science of botany teaches the student the structure ot

plants, their mode of growth, their various forms and names, and

their useful or injurious properties. In its applications to a^'-

riculture, it reveals the diseases of vegetation, and often their

causes and remedies ; unfolds the reasons for many of the proces-

ses of the horticulturist, such as hybridization and artificial fer-

tilization, and the numerous modes of propagating by extension

and by seed ; explains how plants feed and grow, and are improvcil

for special purposes ; and tells the origin and habits of cultivated

plants and weeds. Botanical knowledge requires no costly aji.

paralus, is easily acquired, and is of great value to the farmer.

If the teacher is competent, it is the easiest thing in the world to

interest the young in this pursuit. We hope the time is coming'

when all the children in our public schools will be taught to know

the names and properties of all the natural object.-, that come

under their observation daily, when they will be taught to observ,

to investigate, and to think. This knowledge would constitute

the most useful and the most precious part of all their education.

—Ploughman.

Sagacity of Elephants.—How They Conducted Tiieji-

SELVES IN THE Great Iowa Storm.—Howe's circus was show-

ing at Indianola when the storm of the Fourth came on, and, be-

cause of injury to the railroads, was compelled to remain ihere un-

til the track was temporarily repaired, on Friday evening. Then

the circus started for their next place of exhibition. When about

eight miles out, one corner of the bridge gave away, and thi'ee cars,

containing animals, ran off the track and turned over into the

mud very gently. The first car contained horses, the second an

elk and a camel, the other three the five elephants. The small

animals were easily liberated, but the elephants were all in a heap.

To remove them the car was cut away, exposing the tops of the

unwieldy animals' backs. Then was exhibited the intelligence

which marks these half human brutes. They obey every com-
mand of the keeper, crawling on their knees, turning on their

sides, squirming like eels, and assuming more wonderful and novel

positions than was described on the show-bills. When released

from their perilous position, there was not a scratch upon them,

and no school-boy ever gave more emphatic expressions of relief

from confinement than did those elephants. They tumbled, sway-

ed back and forth, and did everything but talk.

The remaining distance to the city was made overland, and a

happier crew never started on than were those animals. The cool

breezy atmosphere, and the bright moonlight were all-inspiring.

As the bridges were L'one at each stream, the elephants took fresh

enjoyment of their liberty. At no time were they obstinate or

disobedient, but seemed to realize the situation. On arriving at

DesMoines, railroad cars had to be procured, which was not e;isily

done, as ordinary cars are too low. Some were finally found,

which was about one inch higher than the tallest elephant's b.ick

They were brought alongside and the platform properly placed,

when "Jack " noticed that it was a strange car, seized the door

frame with his trunk, gave it a vigorous shake and then tried the

floor. Satisfied that it was strong he marched slowly in the car,

placed himself lengthwise, gave a rocking motion, and humped up
his back. A bolt overhead hit his back, and he marched straight

out ofthe car. " It's no use," said the keeper, " he won't go back

there again." The ribs which supported the roof were removed,

the elephants closely watching the operation. When this w as

done ''Jack" went in, swayed the car, humped his back, found

everything all right, trumpeted his satisfaction, and went to eat-

ing.
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EDITORIAL DEPABTMEAfT.
CONNECTICUT STATE FAIR—COKRECTION.

Our report of this show in last week's Journal, gave Mr. D. C
VVatei'house the credit of taking 1st and 2d on Partridge Cochins,

whereas 1st on both young and old was awarded to Mr. P. W.
Hudson, of North Manchester, who also exhibited some extra

choice Dark Brahmas.

DISEASES OP DOMESTIC POULTRT.

As we go to press, Burnham's new book " Diseases of Domestic

Poultry " is laid upon our table. For lack of time we leave its

review until our next number. It will be mailed post paid by us

to any address upon receipt of fifty cents for edition in paper

covers, or seventy-five cents, bound in cloth.

CoF^F^ESpOfJDEfJCE.

GAME COCK.

Mr. Editor :—I would ask Game Fanciers, " through the

Journal," what we are to understand by the term Game cock.

Can any one tell. Greenhorn.

SHOW AT NORWICH.

Jos. M. Wade, Esq., Fanciers' Journal :

Dear Sir.—At the New London County Agricultural Socie-

ty's show held atNorwicli, Conn., Sept. 19th, 20tb, and 21st, I was
awarded 1st prize on Dark Brahma fowls, 1st prize on Black

Ilamburgs, 1st prize on B. B. R. Game Bantams, as yon will see

by list of awards which I mail you today.

Yours very truly, Wm. H, Rathbone.
Uncasville, Conn., Sept, 2.ith, 1876.

A neat chicken house.

Brahmin, Sept. 12th, 1876.
Friend Wade :

I am very busy building an addition to ray large chicken house,

and I calculate it's going to be about the neatest thing in the

country. The addition is 30 x 20 ; Iststory nine feet in the clear
;

has two tiers of pens 3x6, sixteen to the tier. Shall have an el-

evator to get into 2d story, where I shall have eight large pens,

and if necessary, large exhibition coops on top for single birds. I

have plenty of glass, but the whole can be warmed by the stove

in the main building if necessary.

Two of the leading fanciers were here on Monday last.

Hoping you will do well ; Yours truly,

Young Breeder.
«-..

result of one exchange.

Editor Fanciers' Journal :

I have been an interested reader of the Journal for over two

years. In all that time every correspondent who has referred to the

Exchange column has cuffed it without mercy, while not a word
of good-will or thanks for its favors, has appeared in its behalf

With your permission I will give my experience which is on the

side so seldom heard from.

Some time in the winter I noticed that Dr. J. L. Connelly

(Vice-Prest. 111. State Poultry Association) of Harristown, III
,

wished to exchange some fine poultry for a fine dog. Having a

magnificent young St. Bernard that I had no further use for, I

made him an offer. Owing to various causes, the chief of which

was the exorbitant price of the dog (as he considered) the ex-

change was not consummated until July 1st. In Journal of June

5th, was an account of one of the dog's exploits in taking care of

a drunken boy. Now I certainly wish to cast no reflection on the

Doctor's temperance proclivities but he at once concluded that

that was the dog he wanted. Accordingly in a few days I received

a small car load of his prize winners, which were all that his pen

or my fancy had painted them, and more too. To say that he was

pleased with the dog would be drawing it entirely too mild. Judg-

ing by his letter I would say he was frantic, his wife delighted,

his children delirious, his neighbors happy, and the whole village

wild with enthusiasm. The dog was unanimously chosen Presi-

dent of their Fourth of July celebration, the Doctor, Vice-Presi-

dent, and the honors were even reflected away back on your

unworthy scribe as the following testimonials received will show,

viz., one demijohn of old bourbon, expressage pre-paid, one

invitation to lecture, one order for chickens, two requests for

autographs, and it is whispered that the Doctor's youngest neighboi'

bears a part of my name.

Perhaps you think this a great hullabaloo about a dog-trade

and so it is, but I want the readers of the Journal to know that

cne fair, squarejexchange, with which both parties are pleased,

has been brought about by the Exchange Column.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfron

—Ferns for Mattresses.—Every country neighborhood has
woods which are full of ferns and brakes, which usually die and
go to seed without doing any good, save as a gratification to the
sense of sight. The softer parts if stripped from the stems and
dried in the sun, retain their toughness and elasticity for a long
time, and are said to be superior to straw and husks, and even
to "excelsior," for stuflfing mattresses. The ticks, when filled,

should be firmly stitched with a mattress needle, using strong
linen twine, and making the intervals between the stitches an
eighth of a yard.

—The Cal. Botany Coming.—A correspondent of the Santa
Barbara Press writes from San Bernardino county as follows

:

At Crafton, one of the most desirable inland retreats lor invalids

in this southern country, we find a delightful group of so-

journers from all parts of the world, and among them those
enthusiastic botanists. Prof. Lemmon and Dr. Parry, who are
searching every canon and hillside and scouring the very desert
to hunt out any unknown individuals of tlie California flora.

They are generously remembering the Santa Barbara college in

their collections. AVe were interested to see in their hands a recent
letter from Dr. Asa Gray, assuring them that the long promised
work on the botany of California was receiving its last touches,
and would soon be irt the hands of the printer.
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A WINGED WORD.

It was but a little word
Yet it took winjjs,

IviltR unto living things,

And Hciv away
;

But oiiC (lark day,

Mid gloomy clouds and rain.

The " word " came back again

Like any bird.

C:inie back to trouble me;
Hut not alunc

;

My winged word had grown
Into a sentence,

And brought repentance
For a spoken thought,

That had but wrought
Jle misery.

Words arc like thistle-seed

;

Mind lolml you sow.

And where your blossoms grow.
When once they've flown

On wing^i of down,
Across the fertile field,

A harvest they will yield

:

The warning heed !

—Seaweed and Celery.—It is probably a matter of curiosi-

ty to some, what is done with those large wagon-loads of .-ea grass

which iire to be seen moving into the country, about this time of

the year. Their design is to cover celery. A coating only six inchs
deep will protect the plant from the most intense fro.st. Celery

raisers all around Boston use large quantities of this weed, which

costs to deliver about %\ a ton. During July and August is the

best time to procure the material, as h seems old Nepunc mows
his fields then and the waves wash the hay, if it may so be calleil,

upon the beaches in unlimited quantities. It is u<ed also to some
extent for compost, coniaiuing, as it docs, soda, iodine, and other

valuable ingredients.

—Bite op the Rattlesnake.—A post-office aeent tr.aveling

in Texas, tells of the successful use of the gall of a rattlesnake as

an antidote for ihe bite of that reptile. In ihe case spoken of

relief was almost instantaneous to the patient, who was writhing

in paroxysms of great pain, rapidly swelling and becoming pur-

ple. A friend of the writer, who spent several years in California

and New Mexico, saw the same remedy successfully used among
the Indians in the latter country. In one instance an Indian's dog
near the camp was bitten in the nose by a large rattlesnake. The
Indians immediately opened the reptile and administered the gall.

The cure was rapid and effectual.

—

St. Augustine { Fia.) Fress.

—Inhabitants of Mammoth Cave.—In addition to its eye-

less fish, the Mammoth Cave furnishes a beetle which is totally

blind ; two varieties of eyeless spiders, one brown and the other

white; a blind centipede with very long hairs, by which the

creature guides itself, and a blind crawfish. Regarding the last

of these Dr. Tellkampf remarks that ''the eyes are rudimentary
in the adults, but are larger in the young." Prof. Hazen caught
a specimen "with the eyes well developed."

In reviewing these facts Mr. A. S Packard says : "It seems
difficult for one to imagine that our blind crawfish was created

suddenly without the intervention of secondary laws, for there

are the eyes more perfect in the young than in the adult, thus
pointing back to the ancestors unlike the species now existing.

We can now understand why embryologists are anxiously study-

ing the embryology of animals to see what organs or character-

istics are inherited, and what originate denovo, thus building

up genealogies, and forming almost a new department of science,

—comparative embryology in its truest and widest sense."

—

Scrib-

ner.

—Reptiles in Newfoundland.—As a natural and somewhat
curious feature, it is mentioned that the island of Newfoundland,
though abounding in game, is not infested with reptiles. The
absence of snakes and toads in Ireland, for many years has been
the subject of comment; but we believe the peculiar condition of

Newfoundland has attracted but little general attention. Captain
Chearlney writes :

—" In Newfoundland there is not a snake, toad,

frog, or reptile of any sort. There is not a squirrel on the island,

no porcupine, moose, or minx ; whereas, with the exception of

the porcupine, wanting in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, all these

creatures are found in the neighboring provinces. The Arctic
hare is found in Newfoundland, but neither in Cape Breton nor
Nova Scotia." Captain Hardy, an English officer, calls atten-

tion to other deficiencies. He visited Newfoundland at midsum-
mer, and could not help remarking the fact that fireflies were not

to be seen here; while in Nova Scotia they swarm by thousands,

their .scintillations adding beauty to the pall of a quiet night.

The island is full of bogs and swamps, which render it difficult to

account for the total absence of reptiles.

—

Ploughman.

—The Glaciers of California.—.John Muir delivered a

lecture on thi- Glaciers of California last evening at Dashaway Hall,

beginning with a description of a glacier as a river of ice which is

fed every Winter by snow, and slowly moves down the mountain

side till it melts. 'There was a time when the western slope of the

Sierra Nevada was covered by a vast sheet of ice, one immense
glacier, and as the quantity of snow decreased, or the climate be-

came warmer, the ridges of rock came through, dividing the origi-

nal one large glacier into a multitude of small ones, each confined

to a canon. 'I'here are now fifty-five glaciers in California, most

of them small. One in Shasta has its lower end at an elevation of

9.'iOO feet above the sea, but most of them do not come lower than

11,11111) feet, and the average speed of their movements probably

does not excede a mile in three hundred yearj, though in Switzer-

land some move at the rate of a mile in fifteen years. That coun-

try has UOO glaciers with an average area of a square mile each.

Here the average area, as well as the number, is c nsiderably less.

The glaciers carrying large boulders, which, under the pressure

of immense weight grind deep into the roiks overwiiicb they pass,

have done much to give shape to the mountains, and canons, the

domes, clitfs and chasms of tlie Sierras. The lecture was received

with much favor by the audience.

—A Leaf-Plant.—A friend, whom we were visiting a few

weeks since, gave us a leaf from a plant in her window, and told

us to pin it up where it would get as much sunshine as pos-

sible, and watch the result. It was an oval-shaped leaf about

two inches long. We fastened it to a sash on the eastern side of

the bouse. After a few days there were signs of life at one of the

points on the edge of the leaf The end of the vein was expanding

like a bud. Slowly the development went on until a tiny plant

was formed there, "with roots, and stem, and leaves. Without

soil, without moisture, without any signs of a germ, from ju.st such

a point as you find a score or more of on the edge of an ordinary

leaf, this specimen of vegetable life came forth to excite our wonder.

When the new plant was an inch or so long, we planted it in a

pot, and it is growing there.

Before we cut oflf this plant another point on the edge of the

leaf began to bud. Soon roots appeared, then a stem, and then

branches, as in the former case. We have now twD plants in pots

from the leaf. The production of those two seems to have ex-

hausted its vitality, and it has begun to shrivel. We are assured

that each leaf of the plant we have potted will, when full grown,

have this same power of producing perfect plants from the ends of

their veins.—Rev. Dr. Babb, Sim Jose, California.

—Okra, a species of mallow from two to six feet high, which

grows profusely at the South, and has heretofore served chiefly

to thicken soups with its pods, is on the verge of jiromotion to

higher uses. It has been talked offer paper stock for these twenty-

five years, and has in fact been successfully used for paper at

various times since 1S60, being one of the comparatively few dis-

coveries at the South. The first suggestion, that the outer, fibre

(if the jilant could be so used, w.as made by a French officer in

Algeria, but it was of no practical value, this fibre bearing too

small proportion to the whole plant to make it pay. Dr. Read,

of Richmond, Va. , first discovered the adaptation of the whole

pl.anv to paper making, and patented his discovery eleven years

ago ; since then several Northern mills have tried it, and a Mobile

imll made a good enough paper to use for newspapers. The only

reason the manufacture has not been prosecuted is thelack of mate-

rial, and it is yet to be introduced to any extent, even in the South.

It would make a profitable fieldcrop and will grow in any part of

the Union. It requires a pressure in bleach boiling stronger than

is necessary for any stock now used, in order to have the paper

white, and boilers would have to be (Constructed with reference

to this. The paper is remarkably tough, and in this respect

better than almost any other now used for newspapers.

Save The Rose Leaves.—Amidst the wonderful variety of

roses introduced through the praiseworthy enterprise of scientific

florists, tbe~ damask rose has fallen into undeserved neglect, and

its cultivation into strange disuse. Numberless as are the hybrids

whose vivid colors and piquant odors at present delight all lovers

of flowers, yet it must be admitted that for fragrance the damask

still retains" its preeminence. It were perhaps not extravagant

to aver that all the improvements of culture and hybridization

have been made at the expense of that quality which gives the
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rose its commorcial value as tlie source whence is drawn the

world's supply of one of its most e.\quisite perfumes and delicate

Toring extrats.

It seems strange that, with all-porvasive spirit of enterprise

that characterizes many portions of our vast country, the cultiva-

tion of the damask rose sliould have allurod no capitalist to com-

pete with the East in producing otto of roses and rose-water.

In the country, where space is not a matter of considt-ratiou, the

suggestion to raise damask roses by the quantity may not be ill-

timed; for that i:s culture may be made conducive ti the comfort

of a family by furni-.hing several refined accessories to the talile

and toilette may be easily shown. This is not the season, however,

most adv.antagcous for setting out such a plantation, and we

will give hereafter a few recipes useful to sucli as may be

fortunate enou^'h to be surrounded by a profusion of roses, enabling

them to lay up a little winter time enjoyment from the summer's

supply of floral wealth. Let it be premised that recipes demand

damask roses to be prepared in perfection, but it is believed that

other very sweet roses may serve as a substitute.

The Condor —The Indian tries to catch the condor by strat-

agem. He employs him to fight in a ring at those bull-fights

which are the favorite amusements in that part of the world. He
does not attempt to attack the condor openly, for he knows how
strong he is, and he wishes, besides, to take him alive.

_
He pro-

cures the skin of a cow, and hides himself beneath it. Some
pieces of flesh are left hangicig to the skin, and are sure to attract

the condor. He comes pouncing on the prey, and while be is

feeding with his usual greediness, the Indian contrives to fasten

his legs to the skin. When this is done, he comes out of his coii-

eealment, and the bird sees him for the first time. He flaps his

wings and would fly, but that his feet are entangled ; and more

than this, a number of other Indians come running up and throw

their mantles over him. We can tell you an anecdote about the

condor's power of life. A miner in Chili, a very strong man,

once saw a condor enjoying his feast on the mountaiiis. He had

eaten so much that lie" could not fly, and the man attacked and

tried to kill him. The battle lasted a longtime, and the man was

nearly exhausted. But in the end he thought he was the victor,

and left the cond'ir dead, as he imagined, on the field. Some of

the feathers he carried off in triiinipli lo show lii, companions, and

told them be had never fought so fierce a battle. The other miners

went to see the condor, when, to their suprise, he was standing

erect, flapping his wings, in order to fly away. A bird with such

powerof life continues to e.s.ist years and years. Indeed, the con-

dor is saiil to live for a century. We named not long ago the

eagle, the raven, the parrot and the swan, as the lour century-

living birds. It apiiears that we must add the condor to the

number.

—The learned Schleiden eloquently paints the wonders of the

deep :
" If we dive into the liquid crystal of the Indian Ocean,

the most wondrous enchantments are opened to us, reminding us

of the fairy tales of childhood's dreams. The strangely-braneh-

ong thickets bear living flowers. Dense masses of iltandrineas

iand Astreas contrast with the leafy cup-sh;iped expansion of the

Explanarias and the variouily-branehing Madrepores, now spread

out like fingers, now rising in trunk like branches, and now dis-

playing an elegant array of interlacing tracery. The coloring

surpasses everything ; vivid greens alternate with browii ami

yellow ; rich tints, varying from purple and deepest blue lo a pale

reddish-brown. Brilliant rose, yellow, or peach eoloreil NulUpores

overgrow the decaying masses : tliey themselves being interwoven

with the pearl-colored plates of the /ile^Z/Mre.?, rivaling ti.e most

delicate ivory carvings. Close by, wave the yellow and lilac sea-

fans (Gorgoilia), perforated like delicate trellis work. The bright

sand of tne bottom is covered with a thousand strange foims of

sea-urchins and star-fishes. The leaf-like Flns'.ne and Escharm

adhere like mosses and lichens to the branches of coral, the

yellow, green, and pnrple striped limpets clinging to their trunks.

The sea-anemones expand their crowns of tentacula upon the

rugged roi ks or on flat sands, looking like beds of variegated

ranunculuses, or sparkling like gigantic cactus blossoms, shining

with brightest colors.
" Around the branches of the coral shrubs play the humming-

birds of the ocean ; little fislies sparkling with red or blue metallic

glitter, or gleaming in golden green or brightest silvery lustre
;

like spirits of the deep, the delicate milk-white jelly ti^hes float

sotily through the charmed world. Here gleam the violet and

gold-green Isabelle and the flaming yellow, black, and Vermillion

striped coquette, as they chase their prey ; there the band flsh

shoots snake-like through the thicket, resembling a silvery ribbon

glittering with rose and azure hue. Then come the fabulous cuttle-

fishes, in all the diaplanous colors of the rainbow, but with no
definite outline.

" VVhen day declines, with the shades of night this fantastic

garden is lighted up with renewed splendor. Millions of micro-

scopic medusa and crustaceans, like so many glowing sparks,

dance through the gloom. The sea-pen waves in a gieenish

phosphorescent light. Whatever is beautiful or wondrous among
/ishes, Echinoderiiis,jelli/-/iskes, and polijpi, And mollusca is crowded
into the warm and crystal waters of the Tropical Ocan."

—

From
preface to " The Ocean World"—Figuier.

—Plain Living.—There can be no question that much that

is considered necessary nowadays is not so in truth, especially

with re.spect to what we eat and drink. We put into our stomachs
what costs us no little m ney, but does us fearfully more harm
than good. We pay more for our food in order that we may have

the luxury of dyo,pepsia, and complain of hard times and poverty,

when if we lived more plainly we should h;ive abundance, and bo

at the same time both healthier and hajipier.

A Swedish Counsellor, who had emigrated to Minnesota, deter-

mined to make the experiment at how little cost he could sustain

life for a year. He found that on Indian meal the cost of living

was only about five dollars. The Scotch peasants, who are pro-

verbially strong both in body and mind, live almost entirely on
oatmeal and kail, a kind of cabbage.

If you wish to see how little is necessary for subsistence and
even enjoyment, go and watch an Italian laborer on a railroad,

while he takes his favorite dish of polenta. This is made by stir-

ring Indian meal into boiling water until a thick mass is formed,

much more solid than our ordinary mush. This is divided into

large pieces by a string. A lump is taken into the hand and
eaten with a slice of shecpmilk-cheose to give it a relish. Yet
the Italian can accomplish more wo k than the German, who Cots

and drinks much more heartily.

The Hindoo is distinguished for the simplicity of his diet, and,

though lacking in energy, has a wonderful power of endurance.

Two meals a day of rice, or thin cakes made of meal and wa'er,

is all that the majority have for their subsistence. There is really

no need that any one in a country like this should starve. Sir

John Herschell states that bread may be made of some kinds of

saw-dust, such as will sustdn life According to Dr. Lyon Play-

fair, a man may lay a pound of flesh on his body most cheaply

by a diet of beans or peas, the cost in England being sixpence, or

less. The usual cost at which people maintain their bodies in

good condition is many times this amount,— the difference being

spent in the gratification of the palate.

—African HippopoxAMns Hbnters.—The late Dr. Liv-

ingstone, in his "Last Journals," gives the following interesting

account:—"At the Longwa of Zumbo we came to a party of

hereditary hippopotamus hunters, called makombwe or akombwe.

They follow no other occupation, hut when their game is getting

scanty at one spot they remove to some other part of the Loang-

wa Zambesi, or Shire, and build temporary huts on an island,

where their women cultivate patches; the flesh of the animals

they kill is eagerly exchanged by the more settled people for grain.

They are not stingy, arid are everywhere welcome guests. I

never heard of any fraud in dealing, or that they had been guilty

of an outrai;e on the poorest; their chief characteristic is their

courage. Their hunting is the bravest thing I ever saw. Each
canoe is manned by two men ; they are long light craft, scarcely

half an inch in thickness, about eighteen inches beam, and from
eighteen to twenty feet long. They are formed for speed, and
shaped somewhat like our racing boats. Each man uses a broad,

short paddle, and as they guide the canoe slowly down the

stream to a sleeping hippopotamus, not a single ri|)ple is raised on
the smooth water; they look as if holding their breath, and com-
mnnicate by signs only. As they cume near their prey, the har-

pooner in the how lays down his paddle and rises slowly up, and
there he stands erect, motionless, and eager, with the long-handled

weapon poised at arm's length above his head, till, coming close

to the beast, he plunges it with all his might towards the heart.

During this exciting feat he has to keep his balance e.xactly.

His neighbor in the stern at once backs his paddle, the harpooner

sits down, seizes his pnddle, and backs too, to escape; the animal,

surprised and wounded, seldom returns the attack at this stage of

the hunt. The next stage, however, is full of danger. The
barbed blade of the harpoon is secured by a long and very strong

lope wound round the handle. It is intended to come out of its

socket, and while the iron head is firmly fixed in the animal's body,

the rope unwinds, and ihe handle floas on the surface. The hunter

next goes to the handle and hauls on the rope till he knows that

he is right over the beast ; when he feels the line suddenly slacken

he is prepared to deliver another harpoon at the instant when
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liippo's enormous j;>ws !\i)pcar witli a tcrriblo grunt above tlie

water. The Imckiii); of lli" paiklles is aniiin rcfieatcil, but hi|jpo

oltei] assaults the canoe, crushes it with his great jaws as easily

as a pig would a bunch of asparagus, or shivers it with a kick of

his hind foot. Depriv.d of their canoe, the gallant comrades in-

stantly dive and swim to the shore underwater; they R.iy that

the iiifuriateil beast looks for them on the surface, and being

below they escajie his siglit. When caught by many harpoons

the crews of several canoes seize the handles and drag him hither

and thiiher, till weakened by loss of blood, he succumbs."

SjWy^LL PeJ DEp/^f^J]VlEfJj

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journul.)

"CATCH," AND MY WHITE MICE.

Brooklyn, N. Y.
JIr. J. M. Wade :

I see your paper every week, and I read all the stories in it about

the cliickens, and the pigeons, and birds, and dogs. I remomber

about the dog " Gport," that got stuck in the street water pipe,

and the last one about " Spot," that plays so many parlor-tricks.

I liave got a little black and tan Terrier, too. His name is

" Catch." He is very small, and we have to keep him at home

close, or he would be lost or stolen—because he is so i>retty, and

smart and cunning. He weighs only five pounds and a half, and

is two years old.

I am very fond of Catch, because he is so bright and intelligent,

and he keeps our house iree from rats and mice, better than any

cat would, I think. And speaking of mice is what made me write

this letter. I have got a cage of beautiful iv/iile mice that my fath-

er brought home last spring for me—three of them. Tliey are

cunning little fellows, and I have nice good times with them every

day.

I keep them in a cage, wired all around at the bottom of the

sides, or else they would gnaw out of it. And they are not much

trouble, while I like them to play with better than with Guinea

pigs. Now I must tell you about these mice and my little terrier

dog, and what happened to them. You can print it in the Fan-

ciers' JoDRNAL if YOU think it would interest your readers, as

the other sturies have pleased me.

There were four white mice, at first. One of them got baked,

unfortunately. He gnawed his way out of his nice cage one night,

and the oven-door of the stove was open. He went into the oven,

and when Bridget came down in the morning she closed the door,

made the fire, and " cooked him," without knowing it. He was

smothered there.

The other three I have taught to do little tricks, and my pet dog

"Catch", who will catch a grey or brown mouse quick as a flash, if

he sees one—at first watched for these sharjily. But I h.ave got

them so well acquainted now, that they play together the same as

if they were all of one little family. I place a mouse on Catch's

nose, another on his back, and the third hanging to his tail, and

he will run round and amuse himself with them for a long time

without offering them harm.

They will eat from the same plate with him, drink milk from

the same dish, an'd lie down snuggled up to him, just as if he were

their mother, instead of being, naturally, iheir mortal enemy.

Isn't this a great result f But it is easy to aacomplish, with a

little management in the right way. It gives me great pleasure to

watch the antics of these pets, and my little dog has been taught

to perform several of the same tricks that" Spot" docs. "Catch"

will walk on his hind legs, toss up a cracker from his nose at the

word, and catch it as it falls, leap the hoops and bars, pretend to

smoke a pipe,and take a little parcel up or down stairs for me,

very promptly, when I tell him.

I think we shall have to look after him though, about the white

mice. I don't trust hiin alone with them, when they are out of

the cage. He might snap them np. But, so far, they have agreed

nicely together, and I thing a great deal ofmy pets, whose pranks

and simple habits give me and my playmates much pleasure, from

time to time. You asked your young readers to tell their stories,

and so I send you this. Yours respectfully,

Georgey.

[We are p'eased to have you write to us of your pet, Georgey,

and wish more of the young people would follow your example.

Hardly a boy but has some pet whose doings would interest others.

For such we will always find room. Ed]

Excfjy^rJqEs.

U^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-
scribing and ofTeriog for Excliaune only, will be allowed at 25 ceuta

for ewU and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

([^*"T0 EXCU.\NGE FOB CASH'" Or "GRKENB.^CKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"
or '•WA^T^:D an offeh." etc., etc., cannot under any circumstiinces be admitted
to the Exc/ianK^ or Wnjit column.
dgg^No Exchanspor U'aut will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

GRO. A. WILSON, Box 907, Fitchburg, Mass., will exchange high-
class B. R. G. Bantams, one trio fowls, five trios chicks, for S. G. Lorkings,
\V. r. B. Spanish, or American Dominique pullets. What offers? Gentle-

men speak quick.

BOX 25} Einmitsburg, Frederick County, Md , will exchange one
Plieasttut Game lUa, one Duckwing Game lieu, one B. B. Ued Game lieu, for

F. Rock, L. or D. Bralima Hens or Pullets, Maltese Kittens or Game Bantams.

P. Ht. HORNE, Stonebam, Mass., will exchange No. 1 Brown Leg-
horn thicks, (Buit4ble for exhibition.) or double barrelled Shot Gun, un-
injured, but little used, cost *18, fur small sized English or German Beagle
Hounds, or Harrier, or offers ; also one Fox Hound, Jor any of the above.

J. F. FE:E€D£IS, Hartford, Conn., would like to exchange an ex-
ceedingly choice pair of Golden Sebright Bantams, (the cock is winner of
sevefttl first premiums, and is one of the best in tbe country), value S12,
for something useful—{as well as ornamental.)

(;i>:0. A. STOCK WELL, Worcester, Mass., will exchange Hale"s

Dictionary of Poencal Quotations. §2 ; Life of Michael Angelo, 2 vols. *3.50
;

Robert's Italian Dictionary, (new) $5; Koresti's Italian Keader. (new; »2;
Foutana's Italian Grammar, (uew)a;2; Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy, 3
vols, S4 ; Bell's Shakespeare, 9 vols. §5, for offers in poultry.

A. r. HELTZi'.LL, 807 N. 2d St., St. Louis, Mo., will exchange an
Italian Grayhound dog, small and fine, one and a hall' years old, half brother
to " Agnes," winner Ist prize at Springfield Bt^nch Show, tor an equally good
Italian Bitch Pup four or live months eld, Dark Brahma thicks, Angora or
Dutch Rabbits.

HAYDIV H. TSHIIDY, Litiz, Pa., will exchange B. Leghorn
Cockerels, P. Cochin Cockerels and Pullets, Dark Brahma Cockerels and
Pullets, and Tumbler Pigeons, for P. Rock, S. S Hamburg, and B.Leghorn
Pullets or Maltese Kittens.

A. M. CAKEV, Selins Grove, Pa., will exchange four heautiful
Maltese Kittens, and a lot of desirable Fancy Pigeons, for choice Pullets or
Hens of following breeds: B. L's., W. L., L. B., P. 0., B. C, S. S. U., or
Uoudans or offers.

J. W, HAUTIUAIN. Westchester, Pa., has Owls, Yellow-wing Turbit
Hens, Dutchies, Blue Antwerps, Trumpeters, Carriers in colors, Red Barbs, 1

Young Blue Pouter Cock, Blue wing Swallow Hens a d 1 mated pair, Outside
Tumblers in colors, Jacobins in colors, Moorcaps, 1 Hen and 1 mated pjiir,

Archangel", and many odd birds c.f the different kinds; also one Chester

White Boar. eleven months old; wants in exchange, Yellow and White Barbs,

mated, 1 liood size pocket Seven-shooter, Earth Closet, or Commode, or offers.

w
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JOHN A. f^ORD; KenDobunk, M«oe, 'will exchange choice White

Cochin, Li!i;ht Ttr;ihmii, ami Plymouth Kock Chicks, for foot-pow«r Griud-
stone and Oabinet-Makers Tools. All to be of the very be^^t quality.

F. ii. PATTERSON, Portland, Me., will exchange pearl case

opera glass, in good orrltr, that cost SIS -00, for otTers ; also i.uitifa Pigs,

Fancy and ( onmion Pigeons, at their value, for Pullets of any good breed for

laying. " Postals " solicited.

BOX 8C9, Uockville, Conn., -will exch«nge a Cornet, cost §60, for a
first-class Centrat-fire Shot Gun. Must be in good order, as the Coru>-.t is.

MAPIiE GROVSi: VAKO-*!, Sullivan, Ohio, has 4 Pekia Drakes,
Yearling Am. Meriuo burk. cwo Berkshire boars, Land and Waterfowl, 30
varieties to exchange for good Sewing Machine, double Harness, Coin-sheller,

popular books or offers. Fair exchange or none.

W. F. IttUCHlMORE, Basking Rridge,N. J., will exchange, direct

from the factory, a new Parlor Organ, nine stops (warranted), value S275, fT a

first class breech loading shot-gun, ten or twelve bore, with appendage. Write
for full particulars

W . J. R4»W, Greensburg, Pa., will exchange a Thoroughbred Berkshire
Sow or a Jersey liull calf for a pair of Prince Albert Suffolk pigs, 6 mo. old

or over. All letters &c. answered.

Book Exchange.
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and

offering one Book for Sale, Exc/Lange, or Wanted, will bo allowed at 10 cents

for each and every inseriion.

A HISTORY OF ENfiliAND—By Temple Sydney, printed in

1773, enifjellisbed iind illustrared with upwards of one hundred beautiful

copper plates. K. II. Dielil, Delanco, N. J., offers above for sale.

AUUUBOtV WAN'8'K»—los. M. Wa.le, Ucckville, Conn., wants a

copy of the above Work ^tafe condition and lowest cash price.

ItOOKS TO 'SPARE.
1. Handel's Israel in Egypt Novello's.

2. Haydn's Creation "
3. Mendelsohn's Elij:.h "
4. Mendelsohn's St. Paul Dit.son's.

6. Handel'.s Mnssiah "

6. Life and Writings of Charles Dickens, by Phebe A. Ilanaford.

7. Peregrine Pickle Geo. Kontledge & Sons.

8. The Works of 'l'. SmoUet I.ee & Shepard
9. The Portrait: a Rnmanee of the Cuyahoga Valley. By A. G Kiddle.

10. The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by \V. U. Uolcombe, M. D.
11. Our Own Birds, bi- Wm. L. liailey.

12. The Romance of IlisTorv : England. By H Neele.

13. Cyclopajdia of the Best Thoughts of C. Dickens, by J. G. DeFontaine

BOOKS ^VANTED.
1. Nnttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
3. Dnike's Biographical Dictionary.

4. "White's Natural History of Selbourne.
5. Walton's Complete Angler.
6. Poems by ' U. II."

7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
Some volumes nf Harper's Monthly, and many other hooka.
Correspondence solicited OQ the subject of Pigeon Books.

Write to WM. GAItDNKll BAUTON, Salem, Mass.

W/^ 1^ y E D.

HEAD INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OP EXCHANGES.
The name and address of any person acting uishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

MARTUS IiON<;, Wertztown, Berks Co., Pa., wants a small Grey-
hound. Give price, size, and age.

POULTKV CO., Thoinpsonville, Ct., wants choice thoroughbred
Fowl^, Duck-:, Bronzs Turkeys, Pigeons and Rabbits, at cheap prices. Give
full description with price.

BOX 13'ij Lexington, Mass., wants a Blue Fan Hen. Must be very
fine, or will not be taken. Please send price, giving description. Postal card*-

not noticed.

OLIVKR ». SCmiCR, ILimburt?, Berks Co., Pa., want<! 1 |air
each of extra B.ack. Sky Blue, and Uuii Jacobins; also Brown and White
Leghorns V,'\\\ give Fancy Pigeons, I'ouitry, or reasouable cash prices
Make prnpositif.ns imnifdiatcly, and 1 will reply.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D Urahmn?, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times
and have won 16 first, "1" second, and two special premiums; stock from
Felch, Williams^ Hersieins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs, S3.00 per 13

U. PARIIAM, Lima

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Bnttonwood Streets, Phila
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segars, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; wUl also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PACKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BSAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED BLACK HAMBURGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AND CHICKS FOR SALE.

Write for Circular.

ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,
AND METHOD OJ TRAINING.

By W, B. Tegetmeier.
PRICE, 75 CENTS, FREE BY M A I Li .

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

IF YOU WISH TO EXCHANGE

From a spinning wheel to a fann out West, patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN
OF THE

FANCIERS' JOURNAL!!
)u can insert an " Exchange" or a " Want " of not

^ o XT
L do not " want," offer i

TRY IT ONCE!!!
RABBIT BOOK FOB THE MA>Y.

Containing the IIISTOKY OK THE RABBIT from the earliest times'

Deseriptions with iUustnitions of all the sho\y and fancy vwrieties, and full

directions for their selection, breeding, and manageuieut ; the treatment of
their iti.^eases, and the construcfion of their dwellings. Sent post-paid on
receipt of 30 cents. Address

I-'ANOIERS' JOURNAL, H.^rtford, Conn.

MO ORE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

No-w Ready for Delivery,

TRICE,

PREPAID BY MAIL.

LARGE DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS
Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

WM. KILOWER,
SHOEMAKERTOWN, PA.

LIGHT BRAHMAS,

EXCLUSIVELY.

lam prepared to ship Eggs from
my best stock, carefully boxed, to

Hatch.
See D B. adversement else-

where.
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" TO BE LEFT TILL CALLED FOR."
" ' To be li^ft till called for.' Yoiinj un, what's your n;imo ?

Don't know where you're goinj^ ? don't know whence you
Clinic?

Got your baffjrage with you—all your little frocks 'i

Looks like dad's old kerchief tied around the box.

"Toll U9, now, who broiijrlit you. Came down on the train ?

iVifs conductor left you, then went on af:ain /

Is the I'ani'ly coinin' '>. Queer folks thcni, I rjuoss

—

Thouf^ht they'd sent the baby forward by express.

"Hullo, Jack, my hearty ! Who's the little girl "i

Kyes as l;ig as a saucers, hair all out of curl.

Siiist belong to some un. Tell us, don't y.m know
Wlio's the parly owns her ? where she wants to go ?

"Don't yc look so frightened. Needn't be afraid

—

No one's goin' to harm ye, [irctty Utile maid.
I'm a rough old codger—mean well, all the same ;

Tell us, now, my pretty, what's your little nanic:^

"Once I had a young un, looked a heap like you
;

Cheeks about as rosy, eyes of cliany blue.

Lots of rides I gave her on this very line

When I stoked ilic engine Number Forty-nine.

"Thought her dad was splendid ; not a bit afraid
;

Loved the black old lireman, my sweet little maid
;

Used to take her with me often as I could;
I'oppi'd her in the tender on a log of wood.

"lirakemen used to joke me—'twas a funny place,

]My own ])rctly baby, with her milk-white face.

Hut I couldn't keep lier—lived till she was seven;
Then one day she left me; guess she went to heaven.

"Parson said God did it when we watched her start;

S'po^e He knows His business, but it broke my heart.
Somehow you look like her. If your folks don't come,
I'll kidnap you, baby—carry you off' hum.

"Who's that spruce young feller coming down the street,

Lookin' round for sometbin' '?—you or I'll be beat I

'Uncle Ned,' you call him. Yes, you'll go with him
;

(God wouldn't send an angel to cheer up poor old Jim.")
Harper's Bazar.

•--•

THE INDIAN CROW.
A stranger arriving in India is at once introduced to two of

the greatest curiosities of the country. As his vessel slowly

steams up the Hooghly and almost before the custom-house offi-

cer has come on board, her rigging has been invaded by at least

one kite and two or more crows, all busily scanning from aloft

every nook and corner of the deck wiih a keen eye to No. 1.

Should any uncovered dish be incautiously conveyed from the

galley to the saloon, its contents run a strong chance of being

swooped off' by a kite ; and any droppings of food are as cer-

tainly pounced upon by a crow.

Leaving the vessel, the new arrival loses sight, temporarily, of

the kites; but on reaching his quarters he is certain to reen-

counter the crow
;
yes, absolutely certain wherever be subsequently

travels, there be will find this amusing and omnipresent bird
;

and I'rom the first he cannot fail to notice, and be amused by, its

audacious antics. On the morning after his arrival, let us imag-

ine him seated in the veranda, discussing his first cliota hdxree

(literally, "small breakfast," a light and early meal universally

taken in India). No sooner are the viands placed before him

than he will see two or three crows aligliting on the veranda

rails. Ignorant as yet of their tactics, he will quietly discuss bis

buttered toast, and perhaps introduce himself to the birds by

throwing them little fragments thereof. Greedily devouring the

inch, they quietly prepare to take the ell. Something calls him

away for a moment, and he returns to find the thieves retreating

with his toast or egg; and he sits down highly amused at their

impudence.

Perhaps this scene occurs in his room, all the Venetian sliut-

ters of which are wide open. As he sits down to his meal, he

will see a crow sitting on the top of the Venetian, and peering

sideways and curiously into the room; and should ho for a

moment leave the table, he only returns to find his toast and the

crow gone together.

Having thus generally introduced the Indian crow to our

readers, let us proceed to describe his habits, character, and ac-

complishments.

Our friend rejoices in the learned name of Comis sphndens, and

this designation has been evidently applied to him in derision, or

perhaps on the lucus a non lucendo principle. The natives only

know him as kawivd (pronounced cow-wa), and apparently name

him from his caw. He is certainly in no way (except in genius)

a shining bird, as will be admitted when I describe him. Take a

rook give him the curved beak of the raven, and the gray neck

and eyes of the jackdaw, and you have a tolerable picture in size

and color of Corvxis splendens, or, as he sh6uld be more appro-

priately called, Corvns latro. Our friend, though found through-

out the Bengal presidency—I may say throughout India, is not

generally a gregarious bird, like the rook
;
you commonly meet

him in families of from three to five individuals, and never, as a

rule, at any distance from the haunts of men. I regret to be

obliged to admit that he prefers to live by plunder rather than

by honest labor. Everything is fish that comes to the nets of

those pillagers ; they will plunder alike the stall of the buni/a

(dealer in grains and flour), or the butcher; they will gorge on

sweetmeats, or pilfer fruit ; and eagerly will they tap the toddy

pots hanging from the top of the palm; while with still greater

gusto they will revel on the white ant when it swarms into the

air as a perfect winged insect at the commencement of the rains.

They will plunder the nosebags of horses, remain in close at-

tendance on the kitchen, carry off' young chickens from the fowl-

yard, devour strawberries and tomatoes, await the daily shakings

of the tablecloth, or carry off' a greasy duster, and, in short, be

in constant readiness to carry off anything and everything.

They generally get the first pickings of carrion, and are always

to be seen in the company of vultures when engaged in their

sanitory operations. I have seen a crow deliberatively sit on the

back of a gorging vulture, and try to pull out of his beak a

choice bit of carrion, the vulture being quite at the mercy of his

agile tormentor. Frogs, the young of birds—except of their
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own kind, for " there is honor among thieves"—mice, weak nits,

and smitll and helpless creatures generally, especially the young

of ihe squirrel, are eagerly carried off and devoured.

They are very fond of the cattle tick, and in search of this

pest you will see a crow deliberately climbing up a cow's tail,

and carefully examining its root and neighborhood for any hiding

tick. Cattle generally value this partiality ; and I have actually

seen a cow lift its tail, as if to help the crow in its ascent. The
neck and ears of oxen and buffaloes are also carefully examined

for ticks.

Though possessed of such a bad character, the crow is univer-

sally tolerated as a comic pest, amusing alike to native and Eu-

ropean.

A thief so accomplished must necessarily be wary and vigilant,

and this quality is the only recommendation we can adduce on

behalf of our friend. You m.ay as reasonably hope to catch a

weasel asleep, as to find a crow with his weather eye closed ; and

this habitual wariness, even at night, often gives the alarm of

danger. As the cackle of geese once saved the Roman Capitol

from the thieving Gauls, so the cawing of crows has repeatedly

given warning of the prowling thief or burglar. Crows will

always announce the presence of, and try to mob, any animal

that goes abroad at unseasonable hours; thus they will mob the

tiger or jackal, the owl or bat ; and they invariably make an im-

mense commotion on the appearance of a snake.

As a further illustration of the wariness of the crow, I mav
mention his thorough knowledge and immense fear of a gun. A
crow will worry you in one of the many ways familiar to the

trihe, and you will try to get rid of him by shouting and gesticu-

lation. He will hop away a few paces, or fly a few yards, and

then stop and look at you from both sides of his head. But
point a gun at him, or even raise a stick to your shoulder, and

he will at once fly in dismay, looking behind him all the time.

This fear of a pointed stick seems to prevail with crows every-

where. But wlience originated this mortal fear of a gun or stick 1

Believers in the theory would adduce it as an illustration of de-

velopment, due, perhaps, to the presence of gun using Europeans

in the country ; but then the crow at Dan dreads, the gun or

raised stick just as much as the crow at Beersheba, and it is quite

possible that neither ever before saw a gun ; and it is certain that

there are thousands upon thousands of crows which have never

seen, heard, or even dreampt of a gun, though equally certain

that each one would exhibit the same dismay on seeing one.

As an offshoot of this wariness, lot me notice the extraordi-

nary confidence of the crow. I have frequently seen my little

son run out to a collection of strange crows with some food in

his hand ; they would receive him in their midst, take the food

scattered, and even try to rob him of it; but they would never

allow me to be so familiar with them, but would retire at once to

a respectful distance. IIow was this? They confided in the

young child, but dreaded the f:tther, both absolute strangers to

them. Keason was clearly here at work; they knew that the

child was more artless than the man, and confided in him ac-

cordingly.

I have alluded to the teasing and worrying propensities of the

crow. Let me adduce some instances, which every Indian reader

will indorse. During the hot weather it is a common practice to

sleep out of doors, and thus endeavor to secure the sleep denied

in the stifling room. Toward the small-hours the air generally

cools a little, and sleep then steals over the tossing and weary

frame, and daybreak finds you fust asleep ; then it is that a crow

will alight as near as possible, and awake you by his cawing; or

if your bed is under a tree, he will rouse you by cawing, or by

dropping twigs or other materials upon you. What is the use

of shouting or throwing your slipjjers at him, in hopes of scaring

him away ? The mischief is done, and sleep has departed, and
so has the crow, thoroughly satisfied with his cruel mischief.

A large astronomical telescope stood in the veranda of my
study, in full view of my writing-table; now why should a par-

ticular crow delight in perching upon the tube of the instrument,

cawing all the time, to distract me from my work 1 Why should

he do this dailj', and only cea.=e when I rested an empty gun
against the tripod ? lie had nothing to gain but the mere delight

of teasing me. Perhaps a corvine apologist may say he was
astronomically disposed, and wished me to tell him something

about the starry wonders ; but I scout this idea.

I have thus alluded at some length to the wariness and mis-

chievous propensities of the crow ; let me now adduce a good
quality, notwithstanding his otherwise filthy habits and tastes.

He is a very clean bird aud never goes without his daily bath,

for which, if possible, he prefers running water. Crows are very

fond of bathing in irrigation rills, and often vex the gardener by

destroying them in the exuberance of their antics. They flock

in crowds to a shallow river side and then afford a most lively

spectacle. I have stated that crows are generally not gregarious,

like the rook, and I will now illustrate the exceptions to the rule.

In addition to their bathing assemblages, they have remarkable

parliaments, which I have frequently watched in the distance

with great amusement. These are always held in quiet ont-of-

thc-way places and always on the ground, and to them flock the

brotherhood from all quarters. The proceedings are absolutely

silent, and seem mainly to consist in small knots of individuals

exhibiting their graces before one bird ; they will hop round him
in various attitudes, look at him first with one eye, then with the

other; and all the while the central individual will be supremely

indifferent to their attentions. Perhaps the proceedings will be

varied by a disconcerted crow hopping to another group, there to

exhibit his or her charms. This silent session will be maintained

for an hour, and then suddenly break up with loud cawing; just

as if the crows were being released from a disagreeable duty, and

were rejoicing in their escape.

I never could make out what these assemblages are for ; they

are not amatory, for they occur as often before as after the breed-

ing season ; and they are not judicial, for tliey are absolulely

silent, and no results follow.

(To he Continued.)

—A letter to the Hartford 7'imes says:— Young Tiffany's

chameleon shed its skin this morning. When my attent on was

first called to it, I thought it was an imposture—for the little

reptile looked just as if it had on a little night-gown of fine

lavender colored muslin, tied or tucked in at the neck and top

of the tail. This strange garment gradually parted in open-

ings. While this process was going on, the chameleon, which

was on the floor, and had a thread tied around it, held at one

end by Willie Tifi'any, would very unexpectedly and suddenly
make vigorous little rushes and darts across the floor, to the

length of its string, and to the great discomfiture of the ladies

who were gathered around it, watching the shedding process.

On such occasions the ladies would run screaming to a corner

of a room, the suddenness and rapidity of the small "var-

mint's" movements wlienever he started seeming to dejirive them
of all presence of miud. The chameleon got hold of what lie

could of this cast-olf geirment aud tried to swallow it. Upon
examining se;;menls of the east skin under a magnifying glass, it

w:is seen to be full of iierfectly circular holes, arranged in the

most regular and orderly manner, and the texture re.-embled that

of the crown of a bonnet, though not quite so close.

Your voiceless lips, oh flowers, are living preachers;
Kacli cup a pulpit—every leaf a book

—

Supplying to my fancy numerous wonders
Prom loneliest nook.
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MOULTING.
The senson of moulting, that is, the time when birds discard

the old plumage and take on the new, is. the most critical in their

existence, both hccanse of the time of year in which it occurs,

and the demands which are made upon the system.

The frequent losses of birds at this season have caused the ex-

perienced fancier to pive the extra care, both in food and shelter,

the case seemed to call for ; and he always regards it as a season

of rest from egpi-ijroducing.

The extreme licat of summer is in itself debilitating. The

system of the bird is relaxed, and scarcely more food is taken

than is ncce.'^sary to sustain life, so it is noticeable that birds be-

ginning early in the summer to moult, are long out of plumage,

and it often happens if au epidemic prevails among poultry, they

are the worst suflRrers.

In the early autumn the worst foe of the moulting bird is

RIGHT, FOR A THOUSAND CROWNS !

"YouxG BREiiDEu" hits the nail on the head in No. 37 of

The Jouknal, on the " Postal Card Nuisance." He is right.

If a man "means business," he will go to the expense of a ihree-

ccnt stamp to make his inquiries, and enclose another for an an-

swer, when he writes to a breeder about fancy fowls, or pet stock.

For one, / do not answer postal cards, except to forward a printed

circular, when that is simply applied for. This is well enough.

But the other style, of asking a dozen questions on a postal

card, to be answered by a tlirce-cent stamped letter, is not the

thing. And I agree with " Young Breeder," that poultry men

who really have a lar^e correspondence to respond to, have found

this " a curse, and a nuisance," that ought to be abated.

If I want to purchase a wagon or a sewing-machine, I will

write and seal my letter. And I enclose a stamp alwai/s when

I seek any information that is to benefit me, individually. So,

'rah for " Young Breeder !
" Do it again.

B. G.
Boston, Sept. 25.

CENTENNIAL.
New York, Sept. 22d.

Editor Fanciers' Journal:

While in Philadelphia visiting the Centennial, I thought I

would take a day off and visit the Baltimore fanciers.

I called, about eight o'clock in the morning, on Mr. Gladdess,

the well-known Short-faced Tumbler fancier, but before showing

me his birds, he went with me to Mr. Mordecai's lofts, where the

exceedingly fine collection of Barbs were of especial interest to

me, being a Barb breeder and fancier myself.

I regretted the absence of Mr. Mordecai, though his son did

the honors of the place most acceptably. I enjoyed my call, and

dampness. The poultry keeper is apt to forget that the extra
j|,g j^pg pigeon talk we had together. At Mr. Gladdess', upon

ventilation the heat of summer made ini])erative, is now not only ^jj. j-ejm-n ^^e saw, what I should say, was the best collection of

unnecessary, but injurious. lie forgets that the muggy 'days of

autumn, with the heat so debilitating, the damp so penetrating,

and the cold so chilling, are felt as keenly by his fowls as by him-

self.

Jlany poultry men advise the addition of a tea-spoonful of the

"Douglass mixture " daily, during the moulting period, to the

drinking water. hers think the simple sulphate of iron suffi-

cient; others again provide water in iron vessels at tliis time.

All unite, however, in advising more than the usual allowance of

meat, plenty of lime, bone dust, or burnt shells and bones, and an

occasional feed of hemp seed.

The " Douglass mixture" is simply the solution of one ounce

of sulphuric acid and one-half pound of sulphate of iron in two

gallons of water. It is used by those fanciers who consider " the

ounce of prevention " necessary, as some people take a regular

course of medicine spring and fall " for fear they might be ill."

For our poultry, no such dosing is needed. Give fowls pure

air, quarters clean and free from vermin, runs sheltered from sun,

i-ain, and snow, pure water often, and in a shaded place, with good

nourishing food, permitting them always to have free access to

lime, or burnt bones, or shells, and our word for it, fowls are

better without than with " mixtures " of any kind.

FEATHER-EATING FOWLS.

Take a small quill feather about three inches long, pass it

through the nostrils about half way. The operation will not

harm them in the least. If its mate pulls it out, serve him the

same way. I breed the Black Spanish, which are the worst

feather-eating breed that I linow of, and it is always a sure cure.

If the bird is treaied this way on the runs, it is better to tie the

feather across the upper bill. H. D. G.

Short-faced Tumblers in America. His black and blaek-mottled

Russian Trumpeters were also very fine. He also showed a very

fine collection of Toys. Mr. Gladdrss is indeed an enthusiastic

fancier. After showing me his loft, which in its arrangements is

perfect, we nent to the library. Among other works he has a

large collection of books relating to pigeons. I think he is the

owner of every known book on pigeons. Our next call was at

the loft of Mr. Becker. His collection of Pouters is especially

fine. I think some of our New York gentlemen will have to

look out for him at the Centennial exhibition. Eeturning to

Phil.ulelphia, my first duty in the interest of pigeons, was to see

Mr. Diehl, Superintendent of the Poultry Department of the Cen-

tennial exhibition. He showed me through the Pomological hall,

where the exhibition is to be held. The building is 200 X 250,

and admirably adapted for the show. Mr. Diehl hopes to have a

large show of good birds, and promises them every comfort and

the best of care. As England is to be very largely represented,

it will he to the interest of American fanciers to do the best they

can, and to show all the good birds in their possession.

Bare.

A CURIOUS SUGGESTION IS MADE
By a correspondent, in view of the rapidly increasing quantities of

poultry of late years bred in this country—who asks "Is there no

apprehension that we may have too much of this thing, in Ameri-

ca? Is it not probable that this rapid multiplication of chickens

may be carried too far ? And may we not get over stocked, at the

incriasing rate we are now eoing in this business ?
"

We do not as yet discover that the production of poultry and

en-gs among us is so increased as to be noticeable, fiom the prices

demanded in our markets. Eggs are no cheaper year by year,

and chickens bring on the average quite as good figures as hitherto
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—among consiimeis. The demand is the regnliitor of all supplies.

We see more good poultry in market than formerly, but we do not

find it, generally speaking, any cheaper than it has been for a dec-

ade of years.

A great monarch in former times, speaking of the better com-

forts he desired to procure for his people, declared that he "would

be rejoiced to know that poultry was so plentiful within the limits

of his realm, that every peasant might be able to pnt a good fowl

or two in his pot, at least every Sunday in the year." And surely

every dweller in the country, in the United States, would be able

to do this, if all our farmers and out-of-towns people bestowed a

fair share of their care and leisure in rearing poultry among us.

No ! Wc see no need for alarm. It may be that an undue

share of attention may be given to mere "fancy breeding," with

the expectation of realizing upon the sale of the product continu-

ous extravagant prices. But all this will regulate itself. Within

less than ten years, enormous strides in actual improvement of

the breeds have taken place, and breeders have multiplied wonder-

fully.

We are now reproducing annually quadruple the number of

f/ood birds that were raised of indifferent breeds a dozen years ago.

And where half a score of years since we had one known fancier

or poultry-breeder, we now have scores who have been hard at it,

many consecutive seasons, and who are still busily engaged in the

work, and who continue to find satisfaction and profitin it. First

or last alt they can produce are disposed of. There is no glut in

the market. Some do betler than others, for various good rea-

sons, and under more Arvorable auspices in trade.

But, as a general rule, the good work goes forward, constantly.

And we see no occasion to anticipate, for many years yet, that the

trade in poultry will not continue to improve, and that the more

good fowls we can turn out, either in bulk for market, or in lesser

quantities for dissemination as breeding-stock, among the contin-

ually increasing number of eager amateurs and famiers—the

better it will be for the community, and the more profitably it

will result to those who devote their attention to the business ju-

diciously, in a large or small way.

THE " HARD TIMES " "WE HEAR OP

In business circles gcneriilly, do not seem to have affected the

poultry and live-stock traffic as seriously as might have been ex

pected. The call for good stock is steadily improving; and our

best breeders have large orders to be filled, at remunerative

prices.

Those who have dealt with the public honorably, have already

done well, and will continue to prosper in the future.

The " hard times " do not reach them, sensibly, and their trade

continues to average good returns from year to year.

This is as it should be, and as the event will continue to prove,

while such men prosecute their business honestly and fairly. We
have no means of knowing in any particular instance that one of

this mentioned class, more than another, has been singularly for-

tunate—but we can say in general terms that where they have

given their lime and attention to the work, our best fanciers have

found their business steadily increasing, and we know many cases

where the busy, honorable workers have been handsomely remun-

erated.

With the increase of population, and the constantly increasing

demand there is for poultry, both for breeding and for market,

the interest in breeding and raising poultry must also increase.

As it is—new societies are being formed, new men are entering

into the traffic constantly, and we feel assured that the prospects

of all concerned must continue to improve as long as we all strive

to excel in each one particular fancy, and as long as we work with

the Golden rule for our motto.

SpOF\JSIViy\fl's DEj=/S^[^J|VIEflj.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

HUNTING THE DEER IN SOUTH JERSEY.
A week's shooting once a year among the pines of southern

New Jersey, is all the vacation my employer and my meagre

salary will allow. Tl ere is a quaint, old fashioned village called

Tuckahoe, nestled on a curve of a river of the same Indian name.

Tuckahoe contains one low whitewashed tavern, whose creaking

sign bo.ard bears a huge yellow star on a blue background, with

Star Tavern, Zach. Busby, Prop., in flaming crimson, painted

beneath. At this tavern I made my headquarters, making occa-

sional sallies about the country in search of game and fish.

Quail, woodcock, snipe, hay-birds, pheasant, squirrels, rabbits,

etc., abound on the outskirts of the village. Deer, too, in some

seasons are quite plentiful in the swamps and thick uplands, and

I thought, Mr. Editor, that a sketch of a Jersey deer hunt, as

participated in by myself last November, would not, perhaps, be

unacceptable to your readers.

.* * ^ -/^ -* * *

It had been arranged the night before that we were to meet at

the Star Tavern, the next morning by four o'clock, and here I

was up at three, standing on the tavern porch blowing my blue

fingers and impatiently awaiting the arrival of the party. 1'he

November moon was at its " full," and beamed brightly and coldly

on a brown landscai)e which was as visible as by sunlight. Mists,

in low ragged blotches, were scattered over the ground. Soon I

espied a ragged hat underneath which was a brown scarred face,

approaching the tavern. The head, to which there was no percepti-

ble body or legs, was smoking a clay pipe in a most lile like

manner. The pipe disappeared and the head shouted, ' Ilelloo,

Logic! he that you 1 " Before I had time to reply, a body and

legs attached themselves to the head, and Gruflf, the one-armed

deer hunter, emerged from the mist and stood before me. He was

a man about forty years old, with an habitual stoop in his shoulders,

and long shaggy red hair which evidently had not felt comb or

shears for a long time. He lost his left arm during the rebellion,

and had as a substitute a wooden one Avith an iron hook, with

which he hauled about his wife and children in a most lively

manner when intoxicated. Gruff' was a man of peculiar ideas,

and 0'.e of them was an abomination for doubled barreled guns.

He always used a gun with but a single barrel of that type known

among sportsmen as a "poke stock." Gruff' claimed to have

once killed with this gun, a doe and her fawn at one shot.

He related this exploit to me before a crowd of gunners, some of

whom were on the hunt that day. I believe it to be a fact. But I

am digressing.

Following Gruff was his son, a little fellow so short in stature

that his head had not appeared above the mist, leading ten or

twelve dogs, mostly Virginia deer hounds, secured with thongs of

raw hide.

One by one the gunners arrived, until the whole party—six in
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all—assembled. After partaking of some " home distilled, " we

trudged briskly down the road, led by Gruff with the dogs. A
walk of four miles down a road over which pine trees mingled

their foliage, shutting out the heavens, brought us to where a cow

path led to the stand which I was to occupy. Wishing a "lucky

shot" to the others, with a companion to direct me, I turned into

the woods. The huckleberry buslioa (of which the brush was

mostly composed) wore wet, and I was compelled to wrap the tail

of my coat around the gun locks to keep them dry. Squirrel

chattered and barked in the tall trees ; an occasional pheasant (?)

would jump up with a w/arr, causing me to shiver with sudden

fright, and fly into a swamp along whose borders we were travel-

ing. My " stand " was a gum tree stump, standing some dozen

yards from a ridge which skirted the swamp along its entire length.

About a hundred yards distant was another ridge over which my
companion mounted guard. Deer, gentle reader, always select

ridges for running, when disturbed by dogs. We heard the baying

of the dogs when the deer \yas "jumped," and an occasional shot

as the deer passed by a stand, but not the signal of his death—

a

blast on a fog horn, carried by Graft'. The shadow of a lightning

stricken cedar which stood in tlie sunlight, grew smaller and

smaller, but still the cry of the dogs came no nearer. I danced

wonderful " double shuffles " and jigs to exercise ray wearied legs.

I was aiming for amusement at a red squirrel that was sitting

on his haunches a few yards off, grinning and chattering at me in

a most spiteful manner, when a most terrific crashing of the bushes

caused me to look, and there was the long-looked for deer—a buck

—with tongue hanging out one side of his mouth, bounding

swiftly by me. At sight of the deer, a terrible nervousness seized

me, and in vain I tried to bring the gun to my shoulder, my arms

refused obedience. " There goes the deer, shoot Logic, shoot !

"

shouted my companion. " Wait a minute," I replied while great

drops of perspiration gathered on my brow. I was seized by that

curious disease, the "buck fever." At the sound of voices the

buck stopped forty yards distant, trembling and head erect as if

listening. With no small effort I shook the " fever " off, and

bringing the gun hastily to my shoulder, fired while the deer was

motionless, taking no aim, however. The buck sprang several

feet into the air, and like a flash of light disappeared in the

swamp.

I was sitting mournfully on the stump thinking of what a

superb opportunity for killing a deer I had missed, when the dogs

ran yelping by. Gruff soon after passed on a long easy gallop,

and as he passed he cried, " Missed 'im, Logic, jist as expected."

A quarter of a mile, judging by their sound, the dogs stopped as

if the deer had been brought to bay. Soon Gruff returned to

where I leaning in a melancholy state of mind on my gun, and

said, " You've killed 'im, by Ghoul !
" And so by some unexplaina-

blc accident I had hit the deer, though I am positive that I took no

aim when I fired. I did not tell my fellow gunners this, but bore

the honors as if I deserved them.

A blast on the horn brought the party together at the spot

where the buck lay dead. He was a large buck with five prongs

to his horns, and would weigh (on the authority of Gruff) near

two hundred and thirty pounds. He was hit behind the fore-

shoulder with three buck shot, two of which had passed entirely

through him. As the successful shot, I was entitled to the choice

piece—the hind quarters—and the horns. The hide belonged to

the dogs, or rather to Gruff, their owner. The other parts were

equally divided among the rest, by myself, blindfolded. The
horns, nicely polished and mounted, now adorn the cornice of my
book-case. Paul Logic.

KENNEL NEWS.
I have waited to write to you about my puppies until it was

publicly announced that both "Loo" and "Lutice"had taken

first prizes, at the Centennial Dog show, which was done yester-

day. Lutic^ had ten puppies, seven dogs and three sluts, and

being born Sept. 2d, they were but two days old when put upon

exhibition.

One dog died the day it was born ; another died the second day

of the show; maybe Lutic^ had laid upon it, or it had been hurt

by her chain ; and still another dog died last Saturday. " Luticfe
"

killed if, I think, by trying to remove it into a manger, or it

may be she had lain upon it.

Mr. P. R. Scherr's "Zoe" was also there, and she also took a

prize. She was only a year old the 22d of this month, so was

clas.sed among the puppies.

Mr. Charles Lincoln told me he had written an article for the

Fores', and Stream about them, and Tlios. Nast, after looking at

them, took my address. They received a great deal of attention.

Edw. B. D'Estitille Picot.

Quail Shooting.—The Calaveras Chronicle has the follow-

ing pointed suggestion for those who shoot quail in an unsports-

manlike manner: "At the commencement of the quail season we
have a word or two to ^iay to hunters : Give the birds a chance.

Don't assassinate them by lying in ambush at their watering

places and roosts. That is murder in the first degree and ought

to be punished by imprisonment for life, at least. No sportsman

shoots at a bird sitting, to say nothing about taking a meaner

advantage of them. Give the birds a chance."

A Wild Turkey Suggestion.—The Pogonip Club of Santa

Cruz propose providmg a small ^inking fund with which to send

East to purchase a few wild turkeys and prairie chickens ; $150

will purchase a sufficient number with which to swarm our woods

in three or four years. They of course will have to be protected

by an act of the Legislature for that length of time. Our moun-

tain sides and canyons abound in berries of all kinds on which

the turkeys would keep rolling fat, and the stubble fields in the

valleys would furnish splendid forage for the chickens. Every

sport and hunter in the county should contribute liberally towards

it.

—

Santa Cruz Courier, Sept. SIh.

Nature is a perfect housekeeper ; she knows better what is

wanted in her house than any one can tell her.

Instinct.—Professor Hammond, of New York, relates many
instances of instinct in animals :

" If the entire brain be removed

from a frog, the animal will continue to perform those functions

which are immediately connected with the maintenance of life. If

the web between the toes is pinched, the limb is immediately with-

drawn. If the shoulder be scratched with a needle, the hind-foot

of the same side is raised to remove the instrument. If the ani-

mal is held up by one leg, it struggles. If it is placed on its back,

a position to which frogs object, it at once turns over on its

belly. If one foot is held firmly with a pair of forceps, the frog

endeavors to draw it away. If unsuccessful, it places the other

foot against the instrument and pushes convulsively to remove it.

Not succeeding it writhes the whole body from side to side, and
always in a forward direction, All these, and even more compli-

cated motions, are performed by the decapitated alligator. I have
frequently' seen the headless body of the rattlesnake coil itself into

a threatening attitude, and when irritated, strike its bleeding

trunk against the offending body. On one occasion a teamster on
the Western jjlains had decapitated one of these reptiles with his

whip, and, when bending down to examine it more carefully, he
was struck full iu the forehead. So powerful was the shock to

his nervous system that he fainted, and remained unconscious for

three minutes. A natural historian relates tliat aviper whose head
had been cut off moved determinedly towards its hole in the

wall.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
WHAT WE MAY EXPECT.

Judging from the condition and higli class of the pet stock that

we have seen in the yards of the prominent fanciers lately, and

from the reports that have come to us of the extensive prepara-

tions being made, we are confident that the larger exhibitions for

the coming season will he upon a grander scale than have ever

before been attempted.

The veterans are not to be alone in the field, they will have

quite a numher of new men to contend with ; some new only to

the show-room, others but tyros as breeders, but showing hy the

specimens their yards contain that they have entered heart and

purse into the cause. Some of these we know of as having in

their yards, birds that are coming on splendidly for the coming

season, and they are birds too, if beaten, the fight will be so close

and the winner so good, the defeat will he a glory.

We are glad to chronicle these facts. This fresh competition

is needed to keep the old prize-winners up to their work. So

long have they won the laurels, that they consider it almost as a

matter of course that 1st, 2d, and specials shall be theirs. The

prospects are that the new comers will push- the old war horses

into doing their level best.

We welcome these new breeders to the brotherhood, their fresh

blood will give new life to the stream that sometimes ran slug-

gish. It has been our labor of love to help bring about this

desirable end—to keep up the old interest and awaken in fresh

hearts the desire for this work in all its manifold particulars.

For the furtherance of the good we solicit for The Fanciers'

Journal—the only weekly devoted to the fanciers' interest in

America—the patronage of fanciers, new and old, as subscribers,

advertisers, and as contributors to its columns of their experi-

ence, to the end that its weekly issues may be constantly more

acceptable as guide hooks to the tyro, that he may learn where he

may best obtain the stock he desires, and how he may successfully

care for them when obtained.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OP FANCIERS.

We are informed by the secretary, Mr. C. J. Ward, that the

second annual exhibition of the N. A. of F. will be held at Chicago,

Illinois, commencing Feb. 1 2th, and continuing to Feb. 18th,

1877. Mr. Ward says the prospects for a large and successful ex-

hibition are very flattering, and it is the hope of the managers to

be able to meet all obligations promptly, and also to pay off the

balance due exhibitors at the show of last winter.

We hope our eastern fanciers will bestow a liberal share of

patronage on the show at Chicago. It is not only best they

should do so, but it is to their interest. The managers will no

doubt be very careful that no mistakes occur to mar the good-feel-

ing of the fraternity.

LITEKARY NOTICES.

By the mail for this week we have received the first number of

the first volume of the Dominion Poultry Gazette, published by

the Associated Fanciers of Ontario, with Capt. R. H. T. McMillan

as business manager. We wish this new journal success.

" Wallace's Monthly," devoted to domesticated animal nature,

also came to hand. One of the best of its class we have ever

seen.

By the same mail we received the " Guide to the Zoological

Garden of Philadelphia "—the resort with which the ready pen of

Huon has made our readers so pleasantly familiar. This little

guide should be in the hands of every family, whether they have

access to the " Zoo " or not, for, aside from its character as guide

book, it is replete with interest to the lover of Natural History.

Its price in paper covers is but twenty cents.

That most interesting monthly, the " Semi-Tropical," came

also to hand—reminding us of days spent in the land of the

orange, the olive, and the banana—with the memory of the

delicious guava still upon us. The luxuriance of the semi-tropi-

cal forests with their bewildering rank growth of foliage, gorgeous

blossoms redolent with perfume, the note of the mocking bird

in our ear, and the brilliancy of the wonderful birds upon

our memory like some wild dream ; wliat wonder that we

welcome this paper, the report from this wondrous and almost un-

known land, to our table. The paper itself is worthy of patronage.

It is printed in good style, is well edited, and contains a mass of

information valuable alike to North and South. Terms, $3.00 a

year, poet-paid. Published by Chas. W. Blew, Jacksonville, Fla.

The " Germantown Telegraph" is always welcome as one of

the very best family newspaper we have ever seen. We are always

sure the selections we place before our readers from its columns

will not only be acceptable, but instructive and worthy of attention.

C. B. Elben writes us that his stock of Black African Bantams

are, if anything, better this year than ever before. He had ex-

traordinary good luck last year. All birds he sold for show birds

taking first premiums at the difierent shows throughout the

country. Mr. Elben is very thorough in what he undertakes, and

has no doubt as good specimens of Black African Bantams as can

be found even in England. He has made a specialty of this breed

and deserves a liberal patronage. He will deal justly by all who

patronize him.

We would take this opportunity to caution our subscribers to

be careful of their copies of The Fanciers' Journal if they loish

to have them hound, as some of the editions are already exhausted.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—It is a good yearfor marvels. Large quantities of wheat were

destroyed by fish last winter in California, this singular fact being

explained by the submersion of the fields by high water, during

which the fish luxuriated on the tender grain shoots. C. R. P.

—A beautiful shrub grows in Santa Cruz Co., California called,

white red wood. It is called red mood because the limbs and leaves

are identical in form and character with those of the ordinary red-

wood, except in the color of the leaves, which in this case are lily

white, and of a beautiful waxen appearance. It has been said in
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one instance, near Diinciin's Mill in Sonoma County, shoots bear-

ing colorless leaves sprang from the ordinary red woodroot. Some
have supposed the cause was being- grown in the shade, hut re-

.search proved that the situation of the plant made no difference.

Rats are very fond of the young shoots, and destroy them wher-

ever found.

Prof. E. S. Morse says, "Only the female spiders spin webs.

They own all the real estate, and the males have to live a vagabond

life under stones and in other obscure places. If they come about

so often as to bore the ruling sex, they are mercilessly killed and

eaten. The spider's skin is as unyielding as the shells of lobsters

and crabs, and is shed from time to time in the same way, to ac-

commodate the animal's growth. If you poke over the rubbish in

a female spider's back yard, among her cast-off corsets yon will

find the jackets of the males who have paid for their sociality with

their lives,—trophies of her barbarism as truly as scalps show the

savage nature of the red man."

—Spanish Moss.— Tillandsia iisneoides—So named after Prof.

Tillundsiiis of Albo. It is a genus of Bromeb'actae, grows on the

boughs of trees, notably on those of the evergreen oak. It hangs

like a tuft of long gray hair, in somewhat the same fashion as

certain lichens-»s)iea, in European forests, giving to the^ trees a

sombre, strange, and weird aspect. This moss does not increase

much from seed, but by pieces blowing on the other branches, and

thus new colonies are formed. With yards in length of this "moss"

hanging in every direclion from a grand live oak tree, it seems to

make the perfection of arborescent beauty.

J. M. MoCann.

—The decorations of the Jewish temple Eraanu-EI, of San
Francisco, for the Centennial services, were unir|ue as well as elabo-

rate. From the ceiling to the gas jets in the gallery, were sus-

pended twenty-five streamers seventy five feet long. Arches of

evergreens and flowers rose gracefully between the organ gallery

and the altar railings. In front o£ the organ a twenty foot flag

was draped in the form of a shield,—and 2,000 yards of flag cloth

was used to make gorgeous with festoons, the m.ignifieent edifice.

The inside of the Holy Ark was draped with stars, and on the

heavy curtains that covered the Ark were hung two immense flags.

On top of the Ark was an elegant life-sized painting of Washington.

—We were reading lately in the Times of a scene at the Zoo
that was at once interesting and curious.

The nursing of the pheasant chicks by the cock pheasant. The
old bird was a hybrid between a Reens pheasant and a Cheer, and

a large dirty blotched plumaged bird. The cock pheasant rose

from its bed when it saw me, and the babies scattered themselves

in the grass. A lady approaching us, the cock pheasant made
a great fuss clucking and running 'round and 'round like an old

hen with a disturbed brood.
Another time the cock pheasant was reposing in the grass hover-

ing the baby pheasants, while the hen was walking about a short

distance off and paying not the slightest attention to her family.

—The common red squirrel is said by Professor Storer, in

Nature, to be exceedingly fond of flowers, and it is thought that

he destroys far more flowers than any bird. The flower is bitten

I'rom the stalk precisely as a nut would be, and held between the

paws of the animal, while the little ovary at the base of the

blossom is eaten. It has been observed by Thomas Belt that in

England the humble bee {Bombus terrestris) does more harm
than good to the red clover, since it bites a hole through the

corolla and extracts the nectar, so that it is of no use in

fertilizing the flowers. That the bees undergo a process of educa-

tion is shown by the fact related by Mr. Belt that at the beginning
of the season these bees visit the flowers of the scarlet runners in

a legitimate manner; but soon learn that it is easier for them to

get at the nectar by cutting holes at the base, and later on their

acquired experience teaches them to attack the buds in the same
manner.

—AMPHiBions Fishes.—In the swamps of the Gambia, after

they have been dried by the tropical sun, there are to be found
here and there beneath the surface, clods of earth, uniform in

shape and usually about the size of a man's two fists. These
clods inclose living animals, whieh have been led by instinct to

hide themselves away towards the close of the rainy season, and
before the coming of the season of drought, by burying themselves
in the mud while it was yet soft and before it had been hardened
by the scorching rays of the sun. On breaking one of these

lumps of mud it is found to be a sort of pouch or cocoon, with
thin walls, and with projections here and there corresponding to

the form of the animal concealed within. Its larger end is rounded,
but its narrower end is closed by a slightly convex lid with a

narrow opening in the center. If the surface of the cocoon be
even gently touched a pretty loud cry is heard, which Natterer
has compared to the mewing of a cat.

—

Popular Science Monthly
for September.

—Some time ago, writes a veterinary surgeon to a Chicago paper,
I was requested to perform a singular operation. I had to cut two
coins out of the flesh of a living horse. Both were healed in the
connective tissue just beneath the skin ; the one on the right shoul-
der a few inches above and behind the shoulder-joint, and the other
a little deeper, a few inches below and behind the shoulder-joint.

The first one proved to be a Papal silver coin, with the likeness

of Pio Nono, and the other a simple American dime with the God-
dess of Liberty. Both coins, according to ihe information given
me by the owner of the horse, were inserted there by a quack for

the purpose of curing the animal of his lameness. Neither of these
coins, however,—neither that with the portrait of His Holiness,
nor that with the image of the Goddess,—proved to be as in-

fallible a remedy as the quack may have expected, for the horse
was lame yet, notwithstanding that the cOina had occupied their

peculiar purse under the skin of the living animal for over two
years.

—The Pottery Tree.—Among the many vegetable products
of Brazil the pottery tree of Para is not the least worthy of note.
This tree, the Moquilea uiilis of botanists, attains a height of 100
feet up to the lowest branches. The stem is very tender, seldom
much exceeding one foot in diameter at the base. The wood is

very hard, and contains a very large amount of silica—not so

much, however, as the bark, which is largely employed as a
source of silica in the manufacture of pottery. In preparing the

bark for the potter's use it is first burned, and the residue is then
pulverized and mixed with clay in varying proportions. With an
equal quantity of the two ingredients a superior quality of
ware is produced. It is very durable, and will bear almost any
amount of heat. The natives employ it for all manner of culinary
purposes. When fresh the bark cuts like soft sandstone, and the

presence of the silex may be readily a.scertained by grinding a
piece of the bark between the teeth. When dry it is generally
brittle, though sometimes hard to break. After being burned, if

of good quality, it cannot be broken up between the fingers, a
pestle and mortar being required to crush it.

—

Engineer.

—"In middle and northern Chile, generally in the fall and
during the dry weather, may be seen 'cobwebs' covering some of
the banks of the creeks, and many times on the flat lands.

These webs are filled with innumerable red ants. By close ex-
amination it is found that the ant makes this web as a protection

against a voracious enemy, a worm of light yellow color, with a
black head and about one-quarter of an inch long altogether.

This worm ejects a fluid over the swarms of ants, and after

destroying them in this way swallows them at his leisure.

Cattle in feeding upon the grass sometimes with their tongues

tnke up also the cobweb with the worm inside, and the worm
taken alive in the stomach, or the fluid swallowed, is positive

death. The animal becomes stupid, the eyes red and blood-

shot, and in a little while it lies down upon its side, where in a

short time it expires. Upon examining the intestines they are

found destroyed as if by acids, and the paunch is affected in the

same manner. The lung is inflamed and the body of the animal
is very warm. The legs become stiff before death takes place.

All the usual remedies for poison have been tried without effect.

—" The following question is one that the uneducated often asks

himself without being able to find a satisfiictory answer ; and the

learned have not been more fortunate in their interrogations :

Whence comes the salt and other substances held in solution in

the ocean ? In other terms, what is the cause of the saltness of

sea water 1 Some persons take delight, very foolishly, in satisfy-

ing childish curiosity by silly answers. Born near the shores of

the Mediterranean, with the sea always before my eyes, I once, •

when quite a child, addressed this question to those who were

near me. Some persons who pretended to be very clever, told me
that the sea was salt, because certain ships were charged to throw

into it regularly large pyramids of salt like those we see heaped

up on the banks of our salt-pits. It is not irreverent to say that

the theories presented by certain savants to account for the salt-

ness of the sea are not ranch more to the purpose than the naive

explanation with which I was answered in my childhood. Some
of them, indeed, state that the salt is engendered spontaneously

at the bottom of the sea ; others that the tributary rivers are suf-

ficient to supply it. If our readers will turn back to the first few

pages of " The World before the Deluge," they will understand

the very simple geological explanation that we are going to give

of the origin of different substances dissolved in sea water. In
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tlio first stage of our planet, before the watery vapors contained

in the primitive atmosphere were condensed, and before they had

liegun to fall on the earth in the form of boiling rain, the shell of

the earth contained an infinite variety of heterogeneous mineral

substances, some solulile in water, others not. Wlicn rain fell on

the burning surface for the first time, the waters became charged

with all the soluble substances, which were reunited and after-

wards deposited ; accumulating in tlie large depressions of the soil.

The seas of the primitive globe were thus formed of rain water,

holding in solution all that the earth had given up, collected in

large basins. Chloride of sodium, sulphate of soda, magnesia, pot-

assium, lime, and silicium, in the form of soluble silicate ; in a word,

every soluble matter that the primitive globe contained formed
part of the mineral contingent of this water. If we reflect that

through all time up to the present day none of the general laws

of nature have changed—if we consider that the soluble sub-

stances contained in the water of the primitive seas have remained

there, and that the fresh water of the rivers constantly replaces

the water which disappears by evaporation—we have the true ex-

planation of the saltneSs of sea water." " It is a simple theory,

it is true," adds M. Figuier, "but one that we have found no-

where, and the responsibility of which we therefore claim. The
chloride of sodium is by no means the only substance dissolved

in sea water. It contains, besides, many other mineral substances

;

in short, every soluble salt on the face of the globe, and, along

with them, portions of different metals in infinitely small quanti-

ties
"

—

Figuier, in Ocean World.

—KisuiiR IN lIuNGAKY.—We have received from Captain

Anstey, R. E., now in charge of the renovation of the cemeteries

at Sebastopol, the report of the Hungarian stud-farms which he

made for our government, as official delegate, in 1873. Inasmuch
as the Derby winner, Kisber, originally Mineral colt, which re-

ceived its Hungarian name only a day or two before running, was
foaled in these stables, a few extracts cannot but tail to be interest

ing. Kisber, signifying " the lionie farm," is near the famed

fortress of Komorn. It comprises about 1500 acres of good soil,

lint in the absence of rain, becomes too caked for the horses; and
after much wet, too muddy. The buildings are by no means
favorably spoken of, and Col. V. Soest, the commandant, com-
]ilains of its exposure to the prevalent east winds, and the con-

sequent colds and influenza, which have necessiiated the removal

of weaned foals to more sheltered stables three miles off. Former-

ly there was a training ground here. This, however, has been

done away with, and now all the thoroughl>red yearlings are sold

by auction—subjects of the Austro-Hungarian empire being alone

allowed to bid for them. The estate was bought in 1853 from the

Batthyany family, and the first stallion, Deerslayer, was purchased

along with five brood mares, five younger ones, and eleven colts,

fillies, and sucklings for i 1 400. In 1854, the stud was largely

increased from the Fiver stables. In 1855, came Revolver, Gra|)e-

shot, and Chief Justice ; in 1862, Teddington and Daniel

O'Rourke, with several brood mares. When Sir Tatton Sykes'

stud was sold, the Austrian government bought thirty-six Ijrood

mares ; and in 1864, The Pride of England, a roan Norfolk horse,

was a noteworthy accession, in color and quality, to the already

splendid haras. On Captain Anstey's visit. Mineral colt apjiears

on the list of those that were then at their dam's heels ; little,

however, thought he then, that this comparatively insignificant

youngster would one day gain the easiest Derby victory since that

of another foreigner, Gladiateur. Kisber's sire, Buccaneer, he

describes as the best stallion in Austria ; indeed, large extra sums
were, at the time of his purchase, offered in order to get him back
again to England. He had developed in Austria most dangerous
man-eating propensities, however. Though quiet in his stall, he
was not to be trusted in the riding school, where, shortly before

the visit of Captain Anstey, he had bitten off the fingers of his

groom."

—

Land and Farm.

—Ornithology as a Recreation.—It is easy to see several

reasons which account for the popularity of ornithology as a rural

recreation. In the first place, it can be pursued everywhere.

Even the barest common has its birds, and yet there is just such

sufficient diversity among the birds which haunt similar localitie-

iu different countries to interest the mind and induce philosophi-

cal ri'flection on the causes of this variation. Indeed, the number
of problems which the study of birds presents, is another reason

why it is so generally fascinating. The mere dillettante can amuse
himself in solving these, while the professed student finds many
which bafiSe his closest scrutiny. The migrations of swallows, for

instance, were until recent years beset by the same haziness which
attended them in Gilbert White's mind. People, sensible enough
on other points, gravely affirmed that the approach of winter

drove the hinmdines to their hibernating quarters, hollow trees or

the bottoms of rivers. The claims of overlapping species, of par-
tial migration, of the abundance or paucity of allied species in

different years, of the curious changes of color in the plumage of
many shore birds without their undergoing a molt, together with
that special crux, of most departments of natural history, what
constitutes a species 1 are specimens of the speculations to which
ornithology addresses herself But even more difficult and del-

icate inquiries remain on such points as the presence of instinct

and violation of bird life. The disappearance, whether partial or
total, of difterent species from the several provinces of Great
Britain, forms another interesting branch of study, and others
might be indicated if the extent and variety of questions which im-
peritively demand an answer from the scientific ornithologist had
not been sufficiently demonstrated. Perhaps the being brought
face to face with nature while prosecuting these and the like in-

quiries, and freedom from the drudgery involved in the use of the

microscope indoors, enter largely into the pleasures of the bird

lover. And yet ornithology demands in the open air minute and
extended observation, large powers of discrimination and compar-
ison, and an enthusiasm that never flags at disappointment. The
ornithologist might almost be weighed against the comprehen-
sive standard of virtues required of the angler in the seventeenth
century. He must be untiring and eagle eyed, sanguine yet dis-

inclined to believe on insufficient premises, a clever antagonist, a
well taught disciple of the inductive method, skillful at forming an
hypothesis, but slow to admit its truth without the most rigorous
collection of instances and testing of their agreement. Such
an •' admirable Crichton " is the scientific ornithologist of the nine-

teenth century, and among our countrymen such men can be
counted on the fingers.— Cornhill Moyazine.

—Wild Cattle of Chillingham.—At the first survey we
made from a vantage-ground we saw the white forms of the animals

we were in search of, in a little valley dotted over with thorn-

trees at no great distance off. And as we liastily arranged our
plan for circumventing them, a figure emerged from a neighbor-

ing copse, who proved to be no other than our ally cattle-keeper.

Under his experienced guidance we made our approaches with
extraordinary good luck. Threading a convenient plantation as

gingerly as if we were after moose in a Canadian forest, with the

breeze blowing steadily in our faces, we found ourselves stand-

ing under a screen of saplings, within some sixty yards of the

herd. There they were, feeding in peaceful unconsciousness, cows
and bulls and a couple of nursling calves. Very graceful and
game-looking animals they were, andcertainlj' well worth the long

journey. Near as we had approached, we were too far off to dis-

tinguish those jiink ears that are the special mark of the Chiling-

ham breed. But we could admire their muscular shapes, their small,

well-shaped head, their clean-cut limbs, and free springy action.

The wind came straight from them to us, and there was not a

touch of taint in the air. But at last a group that were feeding

a little apart from the others grew restless and uneasy. Having
seen some fallow deer, who had been disturbed by our passage,

trotting leisurely down the park, they had taken the alarm ; and
it was a piece of our marvellous good fortune that they had had

no warning otherwise. The flushing of a pheasant or even the

twitter of a startled blackbird is quite sufticient to spoil a stalk

upon them: and it is no little matter following them afterwards,

up hill and down dale, when they have taken refuge in the recesses

of the woods. Now they moved leisurely away, suspicious of

they scarcely knew what, switching their cream-colored sides with

their tails, and snatching at the herbage as they went along. The
master bull gave the lead, another and a heavier, with a powerful

barrel, and pendant dewlap, brought up the rear at some little

distance. As the park-keeper told us, this straggler had been the

sultan of the herd till only a couple of days before, when he lost

the supremacy in fair fight. As a rule, the beaten bull withdraws
himself apart like a rogue elephant, and becomes dangerous.

But this fellow was sujjposed to be meditating vengeance, watching

his 0])]3ortunitv to sur|)rise his successful rival at a disadvantage

and mnim him with a sudden rush. Generally speaking these

cattle are Inirmless enough : at the sight or scent of an intruder,

their shyness sends them off in a stampede. But there is always
a risk when they have got little ones with them. Like deer, they

hide their calves in the grass or the bracken ; and should the

nursling be startled suddenly or awaken with a cry, the whole of

the herd will charge to its rescue. When the bulls are brought to

bay too, they make some savage charges; and the present Lord
Tankerville had a narrow escape when he went to dispatch an

unlucky brute that had put out his shoulder by an accident.

They are literally wild cattle, for it is absolutely impossible to

tame them. Their keeper has tried repeatedly, and failed invaria-

bly; and animals who have been familiar with his appearance

since their birth are just as shy of him' as of any other mortal.
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At present they number nearly sixty, so it is happily probable they

will f;o on increiisiiif; imd niiiltiplyiiin; But at one time, accord-

inj; to the hvcnil, tliu famous sioik had been broiifjht so low that

the solo survivor was a cow in calf, which call, most providentially,

proved a male.

—

Bludacood's Mat/azine.

—The Kiwi-kiwi.—We lonrn from the Clin'slian VTeehli/.thal

the home of this strnnfcc winfrless creature is in New Zealand, and

there it is nnieh sunplit for, inasmuch as only royally is allowed

to appear in the manlles manufaemred from ihcir ^kiMS.

Study for a moment 'he stronf;' feet, outspread, firm. Wilh
tlu'so ihey secure their insect food, jumping witii ^'rcat force u|iou

the ground, and so starting from the rich mouhl of the wildwoo'1,

the crawling busy creatures, ju.st l^eneath its surface. The kiwi-

kiwi has its home anion}; ihe tree roots in the reees.ses of the for-

est, where it dives down into the ricliucss of the feni leaves with

sinp;ular adroitness ! It is a fleet-footed traveler, and can during
the day elude pur.snit ; the natives hunt it mostsuceessfnlly durinij

the night, when with torches and spears they worrj' it down, eon-
fusing it no doubt with their yells and flashing lights.

The plumage is formed of curiously shaped fiat feathers, each
Vicing wide and furnished with a soft, shining, silken down, for

about a third of its length, aud then narrowing rapidly towards
the extremity, which is a simple shaft, with hairlike webs at each
side.

'I'he quill portion is small and short, and is overlapped by the
down when the feather is removed from the bird. The prevail-

ing color is chestnut brown, each leather being tipped with a dark-
er hue, the under parts being lighter than the upper. Imagine its

beauty and glcssiness. Truly, royal taste is to be commended

!

The kiwi-kiwi must look droll enough when out on a merry
chase; it steps over the ground almost as rapidly as the ostrich,

and with head "set back," neck raised, and long beak extended,
plies its sturdy legs with right good will. The hunter must look
carefully, for the ins and outs of the wilderness are better known
by bird eyes than by human vision, and the wild-wood creature
has some reserved strength, a jjretty determined will, and love
of life.

Until quite lately the Aptcryx, (which is its other name,) was re-

garded as a fabulous bird, but when specimens were taken to Eng-
land, and inqiries led to a knowledge of its life and habits, its name
and uses were entered upon the list of other recognized bird fami-
lies. But the isolated strangers preserve a natural shyness, hiding
during the day among the straw, (as at home the frequented fern.s

gave pleasant shelter,) often looking puzzled with the ways of
thiuirs, and keeping out of sight almost constantly.
The eggs of the Apteryx are something wonderful ; the bird

weighs a little over four pounds, and each egg weighs between
fourteen and fifteen ounces, its length being four inches and three-
quarters, and its width a little more than two inches, thus being
nearly one fourth the weight of the parent bird. Tlie long curved
beak of this bird has the nostrils very narrow, very small, and set
on each side of the tip, so that the busy seeker can pry out the

worms and other food, without being dependent upon the eyes.

The height of the kiwi-kiwi is about two feet.

Three species of Aptcryx av known—one most remarkable for

the puffy downiness of its plumage.

—Yesterday, August ."d, a visit to Penn's Grove, the country
residence of Mr. Woodward, editor of the Altji Culifornia gave me
a chance to examine closely a Century plant while in blossom.
The plant in question is but thirty years old, and was moved to

where it now stands twenty years ago It has been wonderfully
jprolific, as the young pUmts, children and grand-children, that bor-

der I ho walks and drives through the extensive grounds prove.

The plant gave the first signs of blossoming early in June, and
now boasts a peduncle thirty-nine feet in height, with a circumfer-

ence where it first appears above the leaves, seven feet from the

ground, of twenty-eight inches. Besides this main flower-stalk

eleven others have shown themselves, the tallest, being scarcely

half the height of the central. A cluster of seven buds and blos-

soms, which the wind had kindly broken off, was given me to ex-
amine at my leisure, aud, though the blossoms contained not an
clement of lieauty, and their odor was disagreeable in the extreme,
I found much in its study, of interest. Of the seven, one is a blos-

som past perfection—one has just opened, the rem under are buds
that, 1 am assured, will open one each day until all are done. The
flower in perfection is eight inches in length, and as I see it in the
vase before me, seems all calyx and a aniens. The long and thick

calyx I find u])on close examination to he in three parts, the re-

ceptacle, the fbiwcr-ciip and the long, thin, ii regular sepals that

give the flower its ragged appearance. The receptacle is of light

green ciilor, while its con tin nation, the flower cup, is of a dusky yel-

low. This flower-cnp 1 note in the fre^hly opened blossom is fill-

ed to the brim wilh a transparent gelatinous mass, disagreeable

alike to taste and smell, lu the fading blossom, I notice this is

reduced to an almost gum, and thickly covered with jiollcn, and
scarcely more than coveting the bottom of thecup. (Query; has
it been absorbed for the nourishment of the seed, or has it evapo-

rated ?) The jiistil of to day's blossom is but half the length of

the stamens, while in the flower of yesterday it exceeds them by
one-half an inch. The stigma is three cleft, the fissures being fill-

ed with a sticky pnlp which glistens in the sunshine, and to which
I notice much pollen adhering. Opening the pistil, I find three

tiny ducts leading throuL'h to thecenterof the receptacle, surround-
ing and adhering to which are numerous flat, circular, white seeds

in six long rows. The anthers, six in number, arc of bright yel-

low, and are rich in pollen. Their length in the perfect flower is

seven-eights of an inch, and they describe but a slight arc upon the

si nder filaments; whereas in the blossom of yesterday the filament

has lost nothing in length, but is shriveled to almost a hair's

breadth, and upon their tips the anthers dried and withered, hang
in little rings.

The blossoming of the Century plant is said to be its death, and
it may prove so here, though now net an appearance of decay is to

he seen. Indeed, within the slight paling that surrounds the won-
der, I noticed four scions just pushing above the soil Mr. Wood-
ward has always been proud of his plant, because of the exceeding-

ly rank growth which characterized it above all others in its neigh-

borhood, and more pleased is he now than ever that it should have

put forth its glory in this the Centennial year.

Pacific.

—The BALTiMOnE Oiiole.—Cecilius Calvert, record Frrcts

of Baltimore, has a hold upou the recollections of mankind l;v

surpassing that secured by any monument in the noble city which
he founded, in the fact that the most charming bird that makes
its summer home in the parks of that city bears his name. That
bird is the Baltimore oriole

—

Icterus Baltimore of Liniia;us. Its

plumage is patterned in orange and black, the baronial colors of

the iiol)le lord's livery, and Linnieus only paid an appropriate

compliment to the source to which he owed his specimen of the

new species when, in 1766, he recognized the coincidence in the

name.
Then, as now, the orioles were among the most beautiful and

conspicuous of woodland birds. From their winter retreat under
the tropics they return northward as the warm weather advances,

arriving in Maryland during the latter part of April, and reach-

ing Central New England by the middle of May. In these

migrations, performed mostly by day, they fly continuously and
in a straight line high overhead. About sunset they halt, and
uttering a few low notes, dive into the thicket to f^ed, and after-

ward to rest. Thev do not go in flocks, but singly, or two or

three together. The males come to us in advance, and instantly

announce their presence by a loud and joyous song, in the execu-

tion of which they continually emulate one another during the

week or more that elapses before the arrival of the females. But
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this emuI.Tlion docs not end with vieing in song ; they have many
pitched battles, chasing each other from tree to tree and throui,'h

the branches with tingry notes. The coming of the females offers

some diversion to these pirgnacious cavaliers, or at least furnishes
a new casus belli; for while they devote themselves with great
ardor to wooing and winnins their coy mistresses, their jealousy
is easily aroused, and their fighting is often resumed. Even the
lady-lovers sometimes forget; themselves so far as to savagely
attack their fancied rivals, or drive out of sight the chosen raatc
of some male bird whom they want for themselves. This is

all fancy, but himeniable (act.

Mademoiselle Oriole is not so showy as her gay bean. Persuade
the pair to keep quiet a moment, and compare them. They are
in size between a bhiebird and robin, but rather more slender
than either. The pluma.e of the male is of a rich but varyin
orange upon all the lower parts, underneath the wings, upon the
lower part of the back, and the outer edges of ihe tail ; the
throat, head, neck, the part between the shoulders, wing quills,

and middle tail feathers are velvety black; the bill and feet are
bluish

; there is a white ring around the eye, and the lesser wing
quills are edged with white. In the female the pattern of color is

the same, but the tints are duller. The jet of the male's head
and neck is rusty in his mate, and each feather is margined with
olive The orange part of the plumage is more like yellow in the
female, and wiiisr and tail quills are spotted and dirty. Three
years are required for the orioles to receive their completr plumage,
the gradual change of which is beautifidly represented in one of
Audubon's gigantic plates. " Sometimes the whole tail of a
(young) male individual in spring is yellow, som times only the
two middle feathers are black, and frequently the black on the
back is skirted with orange, and the tail tipped with the same
color." Much confusioti arose among the earlier naturalists from
this circumstance.
The singing of the males is at its height now that the females

have come, and they are to be heard, not only from field and grove
and country way-side, but in the streets of villages, and even in

the parks of cities, where they are recognized by every school-boy,
who palls them fire birds, yolden-robins, hang-nests, and Balti-
more birds. The liiulencd avenues of Thiladelphia, the elm-
bowered precints of New Haven, the sacred trees of Boston Com-
mon, the classic sliades of Harvard Square, and the malls of
Central Park, all echo to thtir spring-time music.

—

Krmst Inger
soil, in Harper's lilat/azlne for Sepiember.
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A1\'D YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanrierii' .Tournal.)

THE SILKWORM.
The Silkworm {Phalcena Bomhi/.r] came originally from China,

in which eoimtry the art of making the fibrous substance of the

cocoon, available (or textile purposes was known and practiced by

the Chinese 2,700 years before the Christian era. It was not until

the sixth century that the silkworm was introduced into Europe
by two monks who brought some eggs from India to Constanti-

nople.

The eggs of the silkworm are of a pale slate color, semi-trans-

parent, about the size of a mustard seed, and flattened on top.

They are deposited upon paper or cloth by the female butterfly,

who dies immediately after performing this, the sole object of her

existence. In Japan, paper is .specially prepared for this purpose
;

though a sheet of white writing paper will answer very well.

As soon as the eggs are laid they aie wra]iped in thin paper and
placed in a cool and well ventilated chamber, until the following

spring.

The eggs are hatched in various ways according to the climate.

In China and Japan, the papers of eggs are taken from the

chamber in which they have been kept since they were laid, and
hung up in sacks, care being taken that all are equally exposed
to the atmosphere, so they may hatch at about the same time. In

Europe artificial beat is used in hatching, and in California they

are placed in a room heated by the sun's rays. In about three

days after exposure the good eggs will hutch. The W'irms at this

period of their existence are very small, (about onc-y-alf of ait

inch long) and of a dark color. They are voracious feeders how-
ever, and grow rapidly if well -and carefully fed. The princiijal

food of the silkworm is the leaf of the Midberry tree (.Morns

alba) though they will eat lettuce and other plants. As soon as

the worms appear they are placed on open tiays or boxes made of

paper, and fed frequently, giving them small qu-ntities at a time.

At the end of the third day they become torpid, assume a whitish

hue, and refuse to eat. This is their first moulting and they must
not be disturbed until they awhke. After passing this stage, the

color of the worm changes to a dark ash color and they must be

plentifully supplied with food. They pass through four moults

or sleeps, and at the expiration of the fourth moult, are of a

dark grey with a reddish hue. They continue to grow lighter for

about seven days when they assume a yellowish color, their backs

taking on a shining, and their mouths a reddish hue. A great

quantity of food is now needed, and they will devour an almost

incredible quantity, and must be kept supplied with food constant-

ly. At this time the worms, which have now attained a length of

about three inches, are seen to crawl around, and frequently raise

their heads as if looking for a place to construct their nest, that is

to spin the cocoon in which they envelop themselves. They must

now be provided with something to which they can attach their

cocoons. In tlie large cocooneries in China and Japan, mats are

used for this purpose, upon which the worms crawl and perform

this, their last and most important work. A very good recepta-

cle for the worm when ready to spin is formed by twisting one-

half a sheet of note paper into a cone (similar to those used by

grocers and others), and after placing the worm therein, tacking

them to the side of the wall.

At the expiration of about eight d.ays, the cocoons can be

gathered and dried in the air ; they are then placed in warm water

and the silk unwound, the chrysalis being placed in bran.

For seed, the very best cocoons should be selected, that is, the

largest of them and such as are firm and of a bright color, and so

far as possible an equal number of each sex. The male cocoon

is slender, pointed at both ends ; the female being larger and oval

shaped. In about ten or fifteen days after the silk has been taken

off the cocoon, a moth will emerge (from the bran in which the

chrysalis was placed,) in the shape of a large butterfly of a

greyish white color, having four wings, two eyes and two feathery

plumes or horns. The male usually appears first, and is known
by his small size and the continual fluttering of his wings. The
female is larger, of a lighter color, and seldom moves. These are

to be paired and placed on sheets of paper, and left in darkness

;

as soon as pairing and mating is concluded, the female deposits

her eggs and dies immediately. One ounce of eggs will produce

about forty thousand silkworms. The length of the tln-ead on

the cocoon varies from six hundred to a thousand feet.

BRAVE CARLO'S ADVENTURE.
Editor of Fanciers' Journal:

Seeing the account in your pleasant weekly of the perfor-

mances of certain pet dogs, &c., I send you an interesting episode

in the history of my own canine—a fine large Newfoundland, so-

called, though I think probably he is a cross of this breed with the

Shepherd dog.

During my former residence in the country, for Carlo is now
nine years old, we resided near a broad river, where this animal,

who is very fond of the water, often resorted for a swim. He is

an unusually strong dog, and weighs now 115 pounds. He had

been taught to fetch a billet of wood that was thrown out into the

stream, and when the children went to bathe, he alw.ays accom-

panied them, enjoying the sport in the water amazingly.

' I thought tq teach him to swim by the two little ones, and to

catch their bathing-dresses and assist them in deep water; so if
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they clianced ever to be in danger, he might help them out. Not
supposing, however, that the case would ever arise where Carlo's

aid would be iieodeil.

One warm afternoon, my little son six years old, (a great favor-

ite with this dog) shied down alone to the river with him, and began

to pitch sticks into the water from the bluff, sending Carlo after

them. His feet slipped when too near the brink, and the boy

went into the river. The nurse hail missed him a few minutes

previously, and having .seen him with Carlo, she ran towards the

water just in time to see him tumble over the bank.

lie could not swim. The water was eight or nine feet deep

where he fell, and he went under I Nurse rushed to the edge of

the strenm and set up a howl of fright and agony; " Billy was

drowning!" " Calchhim, Carlo \" %ha shrieked. '• Quick, Carlo !

seize him!" she yelled, as the little fellow sank and rose, and

struggled.

The dog was returning shoreward, with a stick in his mouth.

He dropped it the instant he heard nurse's shout, and made for

the spot where Billy was in trouble.

The bank was so high that lie could not mount it, but he

caught the child by the hkirts at first, and Billy's body was so

turned by this movement that he could seize the dog's neck

—

which ho did, right vigorously—though this forced Carlo's head

and muzzle down quite into the water.

Siill the faithful brute paddled away, and bore the baby down
stream two or three rods—where the water was shallow. Here

he quickly got his feet upon hard bottom, and with a snort took

the almost exhausted boy up and safely ashore; to the great joy

of his alarmed aud distressed nurse, who told us the story half

an hour afterwards, as I have now related it.

Carlo is not for sale, as you may well understand. But I

thought this brief record of his bravery and usefulness would not

bs uninteresting to your readers. And so I have written it out

for your " Young Folks' Column."

POKTLAND, jVIe. B. B. W.

FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH.
I will tell you a little story of the fidelity of a dog to his mas.

ter. It was told me by my guide as we sat for a little rest upon

the mountain which divides the Beaverkill from the Neversink,

and while my own faithful dog Jack rested his head upon my
knee.

" Your dog seems to love you V said my guide.

" Yes," I replied, stroking his silken ears while the animal

looked into my fiiee with his large brown eyes. " I never gave him
a kick or a cufF in my life," I continued. " I appeal to his

sagacity and intelligence, and govern him by the law of kindness,"
" He would lose his life for you, no doubt," said Arnold.
" Yes," I answered ; " I have no truer friend."

" Do yon see that farmhouse.at the base of yonder mountain 1"

said Arnold, pointing in the distance.

I shaded my eyes and looked in the direction named.
" Yes," I replied.

" Well, my father lived and dieJ in that house," said Arnold;
" and if you will listen while we rest, I will tell of how there

was mourning in that house once over the death of a faithful

shi'pherd-dog who died by his master's hand."
" I will listen with pleasin-e," I answered.

" My father," said Arnold, "was a drover who purchased stock,

and when a herd was collected drove them to tidewater, and then

shipped them to New York for sale. He usually rode horseback,

and was always accompanied by his faithful shepherd dog Prince.
" My father was a man of warm heart. He never was cruel or

uiirc.ison able, and his faithful dog was his constant companion.

One day he mounted his horse, to return jj-om Rondout to his

home in Delaware Co. He had realized more than three thousand

dollars from the sale of his herd of stock in New York, and had
placed his money in a portm.anteau, which he hud securely fasten-

ed, as he thought, to his saddle. Father had ridden many miles,

and was nearly to his home," continued Arnold, "when he shot

his dog."

" Shot his faithfal dog ?" I said with astonishment.

" Yes," said Arnold; "but'hedidit innocently, and the deed

m.ade mourning in his home. The old man got nearly crazy over

it, for his heart was as tender as that of a child. You see," con-

tinued Arnold, " when a few miles from home the dog conmenced
to bark and bite at the horse's fetlock. Father spoke sharply to

the dog, saying 'Prince, be quiet.' The dog cringed to the earth

for a moment, but soon continued his antics again, and barking

more furiously than before. As it was in the heat of August, and
the dog never was known to act so strangely before, the thought

Hashed to father's mind that the foor creature was affected with

the dreaded hydrophobia.
"

' I'rince,' said he, ' what makes you act so ? " The animal

once again cringed to the earth, while his eyes flamed with excite-

ment. Father spurred his horse, the dog followed with quickened

pace, and when he jumped and bit at my father's feet the dreaded

thought came with full force that the dog was mad—that his

death must follow the stern fact. He pulled his pistol fiom his

pocket and pointed it at the cringing brute. Loth to shoot his

faithful dog, he replaced the weapon, and once more hurri. d away.
Again the dog followed and renewed his attack, but in a fiercer

manner ; and when father saw the saliva flowing from his mouth,

all doubt as to the poor animal's madness disappeared. Once
more he pulled his pistol from his pocket; once again the dog
cringed to the earth; father took deliberate aim, and the poor

brute gave a cry of pain as the hot blood spurted from his breast.

Again the unerring bullet went to the dog's heart. Father rode

quickly away, sickened with the sight. When a mile away from

the spot where he had shot his dog, a thought flashed upon his

brain. He felt for his portmanteau, containing his money. It tms
gone. It had become unfastened and was lost. All was clear as a

noonday sky to his mind then. The poor, faithful dog had
quickly noticed his master's loss, and had recourse to the only

means within a brute's power to convey the intelligence to his

master. Sick and faint, he rode to where he shot poor, faithful

Prince, but no dog was there. A trail of blood lay in the sand

for a long distance, and fi\ther followed it, humbled and dispirited.

In the dim distance he saw his dog lying in the road, and as he

drew nearer he saw his portmanteau covered by his body. He
alighted from his horse and saw the blood still oozing from the

faithful creature's wounds. He called him by name, and the dying

brute looked to his eyes while gasping for breath, and seemed to

say ' Goodbye, master; you cruelly killed me because I could not

talk. Don't tell the little children at home how I died.' The hot

tears came to fiither's eyes as he smoothed poor Prince's head.

His eyes soon closed, he gave a convulsive gasp for breath, and all

was over. Poor Prince was dead.

Exc[-|)\WqEs.

O^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-
scribinif aud offering fur KxcIiaiJiie only, will be allowed at 25 ceota
for eacti and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.
(^^^'To lixcHA^GE FOR cash" or "greenbacks," "waktkd a purchaskr,"

or '"WANTED AN OFFER," etc., etc., cantiot under auy circumstances be admitted
to the Exchange or Want column.
il^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

OLIVER 15. SrSIOCK. Hamburg, Herks Co., Pa., will exchange
Fancy Pi-^eons and G:ime Chicks, for a " No. 2,751, Geo. Parr Excelsior Scroll
Saw," with attachments and saws, or a Fleetwood Scroll taw.

ELMEK SMITH, Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa., has one pair
of Black Tumbler Cocks, 1 pair White Fans, 2 pairs Brown Tumblers, 1 pair
Dutchess, 1 pair Baldheads, 1 trio White Ducks, 1 Pevenshooter Revolver, 1
AccorJeon, for which I want Fancy Pigeons, or a Scroll Saw. Stock must be
good, as mine is.
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JOHN CUSTER, No. 921, 2! St., Uarrisburg, Pa., will exchauge 1

trio Sultanas, 1 trio lirown Leghorns, good fowls, for a male Mocking iiird

;

also I Italian Grey hounil, worth *38.00, lor anything but live stock.

W. C, EATOIV, Newark, N. J., will

Cochins, . Felch & Williams stock,) and a Graves'
and Tan Dog.

A. A, WVLIill^^s BowuianTiUe, Ontario, has a long Silver Chain, one
Printing Press, will print a form 2^ b^- 3\, with two Fonts Type and Type
Cases, one Printiog Press, for printing cards, clothes, &c., three Fonts Type;
will exchange for Fancy Pigeons. What'offers ?

W, E. Tflj:Rl£lliIiq Middlefield, Conn., will exchange German Silver
Cornet, B,cost S45, very little used, for nice Brown Leghorn Pullets, (and a
cockerel, if not related ) Must be fine stock. Write at once.

C. E. £.. HAVWARD. Peterboro, N. H, will exchange one trio or
more of strictly first-class Partridge Cochins, W'hite Leghorn.-;, or Black
Bantama, for Poultry of other varieties, or Pigeons. lalpohave for exchange
a fine lot of White Booted Bantami^, and Yellow Fantnil Pigeons.

J. K. HOL'I ON, 40 State St., Batavia, N. Y,, will exchange a pair of
ilue Bald-head Tumblers, (breeders); also White Fans, for Black or Blue
i'ans, or a good pair of Pouters. Write at once.

T. H, CONNOR, Blackintou, Mass , will ex'-bange first-class White
Leghorns, or beautiful Pekin Ducks, for Plymouth Kocks, or any bind of
Bantams, excepting Bla'k Heds or Bed Pile.

H, BURCHAaCD, Box 737, Corry, Pa., will exchange one good pair
of P. Rocks, well grown, for a pair of good Canaries, (male and female, old
birds.) also 1 pair of Mexican Game Bantam Cockerels, (game to fhe last,) for

offers; 1 trio of extra good Dominique Leghorns, for Mocking Bird or Ked
Bird.

A. C. VAN DOUEN, Washington, N. J., will exchange
and three Hens, B. B. Ked Derby Games, for three Strychnine Gai
marked as near alike as possible, and first class as mine ;ire.

le Cock
Jiens,

ELITIC!£ SmiTH, Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa., Ixas to ex-
change 2 B. B. Red Game Cocks, 1 B. B. Ked Game Stag, 2 Black Hed Hens, 1

Blue Hen, 1 Hlack ileo, 8 young Game Hens, 1 Bull Pup iiitch, 1 Ilc.use Dng,
2 pairrf Maltpf-e Kittens, 1 trio Silver Spangled Uamburg.s, for Partridge
Cochins or Brown L<-ghorns^

AVE ITHfrlKLEV, Druggist, cor. Huntingdon and Coral St, Phila-
delphia, wants to pxchiii.ge Solid Yellow Kantails. t^olid Yellow Turbit^, Yel-
low Owls, and 2 pairs ot extra young Antwerp Carrier Pigeons, bred from my
imported birds, and brothers to thr.se I u.>*ed in the ball ons ascending from
the Centetm^al grounds. It i'* unuecessavy fur me to mention about the duty
they perlormed, as all the newspapers gave full account at the time. Make

O. S. RACKE.EFF, Deering, Me., v

n'ing Swallows, for a pair Blue Bailess Swatlc
The Swallows are good birds. I expect ihesa

exchange one pair of Yellow
Ked i^wallow lieu, for male.
Postal cafd-^ answered.

P. H. HORNE, Stoneham, Mass., will exchange No. 1 Brown Leg.
horn (.'hicks, (suitnble for exhibition.) or double-barn-Ui'd Shot Gun, uu
injured, but little used, cost ffilS, for small sized English or German BeagU
H'unds, or Harrier, or offers ;

also one Fox Hound, for »ny of the above.

A. r. HEL.Ta<f.I.I., 807 N. 2d St., St. Louis, Mo., will exchange an
Italian Grayhound dog, small and fine, one and a hiilf years old, half brother
to " AgUHs," winner 1st prize at Springfield Bench Show, for an equally good
Italian Bitch Pup four or live mouths old, Dark Brahma Chicks, Angora or
Dutch Babbits.

A. JW. OAKEV, Selins Grove, Pa., will exchange four beautiful
Maltese Kittens, and a lot of desirable Fancy Pigeons, for choice Pullets or
Hens of following brteds; B. L's., W. L., L. B., P. C, B. C, S. S. H.,or
Houdans or offers.

J, "\V. HARTMAN, Westchester, Pa., has Owls, Yellow-wing Turbit
Hens, Dutchies, Blue Autwerps, Trumpeters, Carriers in colors. Red Barbs. 1

Young Blue Pouter Cock, Blue wing Swallow Hens a d 1 mated pair. Outside
Tumblers in colors, Jacobins in colors. Moorcaps, 1 Hen and 1 mated pair,

ArchangeN, and many odd birds of the different kinds
; also one Chester

W'hite Boar, eleven months old; wants in exchange, Yellow and White Barbs,
mated, 1 uood size pocket Seven-shooter, Earth Closet, or Commode, or offers.

F. «. PATTERSON, Portland, Me., will exchange pniirl cnse
opera glass, in good ordtr, that cost SIS.00, for offer.'^ ; also tnuioj-a Pigs.
F(tncy and ('ommon Pigeons, at their value, for Pullets of any good breed for
laying. "Postals" solicited.

MAPLE OROVE YAKO-*. Sullivan, Ohio, has 4 Pekin Drakps,
Yearling Am. Merino buck, two Berkshire boars, Land and Waterfowl, 30
varieties to exchange for good Sewing Machine, double Harness, Coin-sheller,
popular books or offers. Fair exchange or none.

W. J. RO"W, Greensburg, Pa
ow or a Jersey Bull calf for a piii

r over. All letters &c. answered.

ill exchange a 1 horouphbred Berkshire
Prince Albert Suffolk pigs, G mo. old

?OOK pXCHANGE.

\VAl.LACK'.S A.iaUKBCAN 'JTKOI'TING KB<:«IS-
TEK.—Box 86, Basking iUctge, N. J., wants Volumu I of the ubove, in ex-

change lor other hooks.

AUOUBOIV WANTBD—.los. M. Wale, Rockville, Conn., wants i

copy of the above Work. State condition and lowest cash price.

HISTORY OF THK KARXH AND ANIMATED
NATURE, by Oliver ()oId,smith.—Oliver D. S^chnck. Hamburg, BcrkB
Co., I'a , wants Volume II of the above. Stale propositions and condition of
work.

BOOKS TO SPARE.
1. Hinders Israel in Egypt Novello's.
2. Haydn's Creation *'

3. mendelsohn's Elijah "
4. Mendelsohn's St. Paul Ditson's.
B. Handel's Mes.siah

fi. Life and Writings of Charles Dickens, by Phebe A. Hansford.
7. Peregrine I'ickle Geo. Routledge & Sons.
8. Tile Works of T. Smnllet Lee & Shepard.
9. The Portrait: a Romance of the Cuyahoga Vallev. By A. G Riddle.

Kl. The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by W. H. Holcombe, M. D.
U. Our Own Birds, bv Wm. L. Bailev.
12. The Romance of History : England. By H Neele.
13. CyclopsEdia of the Best Thoughts of C. Dickens, by F. G. DeFonlaine

BOOKS "WANTED.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
3. Drake's Biographical Dictionary.
4. White's Natural History of Selbourne.
6. Walton's Ci'mptetc Angler.
6. Poems by ' H. H."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, and many other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books.

Write to WM. GAKDNER BAKTON, Salem, M.isa.

rjjED.

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the bead of Exchange colu

WEATHER LEV, Druggist, cor. Coral and Huntingdon St., Phila-
delphia, wHnts a partner to mMnnfacture and sell a valuable Cement, un-
eaquelled by any now in the market Will cement marble, stone, glats,

china, or any other substance, anil is very durable. ^^______

J!8, S. SHECKENMOit-ER, McEwensville, Pa., wants lowest
ash prices for a good pair of Ferrets. \V'rite immediately, if you have Ferrets

OLIVER D. SCBJOCK, Hamburg, Berks Co., Pa., wants 2 Solid

Yellow Turbit Cocks, Black, Blue, and Dun Jacobins, 1 W. V. B. Spanish
Cock. AVill exchange Poultry and Pigeons in vi.riety, or will buy at reason-
able prices. Stock must be fioe. Write at ence.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segnrs, "Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also

supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

PEDiGRi £ A NO. 1

I have shown L. and D Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, " 1 '^ second, and two special premiums; stock from
Fetch, Williams^ Hersteins, and Edmonds noted strains. Eggs. $3.00 per 13.

H. PARHAM, Lima, 0.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKEUS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGEEE LIGHT BRAHMAS
AND

IMPOETED BLACK HAMEUEGS.
TWO VAEIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AND CHICKS FOU SAIiE.

Write for Circuiar.

WM. E. fLOWKR,

-^/f'l I'W-^ /^^ SHOEMAKKRTOWN, PA.

*
' "'

'" '
; ^ LIGHT BEAHMAS,

EXCLUSITELT.

T Rm prepared to ship Eggs from

N i— "ty I'^i^t stock, carefully boxed, to
' -^—v» Hatch.

^^i^^afc^ See D B. adversement else-
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FATE.
BY BRET IIAKTE.

The sky is clouded, the rocks ore b.ire,

The spray of the tempest is white in air,

The winds are out with the waves at play

—

And I shall not tempt the sea to day.

The trail is narrow, the wood is dim,
The panther clinjis to the arching limb;
And the lion's whelps are abroad at play

—

And I shall not join the ehasc to-day.

But the ship sailed safely over the sea,

And the hunters came from the chase in glee;
And the town that v/ns built upon a rock
Was swallowed up in the earthquake shock.

THE INDIAN CROW.
[Continued from p 462.]

Crows are gregarions in the hour of danger; let one of their

number be injured, and all the crows in the neighborhood will

flock to the spot, to help or sympathize, and evince their interest

by loud caws. Tliis peculiarity often gives occasion to a cruel

joke at their expense ; after some manoeuvering, a crow will be

shot, and instantly his brethren, now nnmindful of the gun, will

flock to his rescue, wheeling around with loud cries; and so so-

licitous are they, that two, and even three barrels may be dis-

charged into their midst wiih fatal effect; and only then will

they vociferously adjourn to the nearest tree, and thence pour out

their torrents of corvine .ibuse. A milder joke consists in cap-

•turing a crow, and releasing him with a colored rag tied to bin

leg. As usual, his brethren have assembled in angry numbers
;

but he is in no hurry to rejoin them
;
glad to escape at any price,

he bolts away in the nearest direction, and perhaps one or two
give chase, to ascertain all particulars ; but there is no falling

npon and smiting the liberated captive, who soon returns, rag

and all, to his original haunts. The natives are very fond of

running a feather through the nostrils of the crow or stringing a

cowry (a small shell, current as money) through them, and I have

even once caught a crow on to whose neck a cervical vertebrie of

a camel had been forced. In each case the individual gets accus-

tomed to the ornament, and his friends do not exclude him from

their society. As regards the crow with the bony necktie, I had

to break the ring with some force before I could liberate the ani-

mal ; and then he departed rejoicing.

The crow is not gregarious in building ; each pair builds apart,

and pays but little attention to the structure or locality of the

nest. Trees of all kinds are equally handy, and the proximity of

dwellings is not objected to. Building operations are carried on

soberly and noiselessly during the latter half of February and

tlie whole of March, and the labors of incubation are mutually

shared. I have ascertained as an undoubted fact, that crows,

while incubating, leave their nests largely during the day ; that

is, they perch outside, keeping watch, but at nigh: they sit closely.

The same remark applies to sparrows, minns, and kites; and in

corroboration of tliis, I will mention a singular fact. On one

occasion I made a collection of eggs ; and one day some crows'

and minas' eggs were brought from a distance, and rather rough-

ly, all huddled together in an earthen pot. They were placed in

a drawer until I had leisure to blow them ; but professional en-

gagements caused me to overlook them. On the thii-d day I

heard mysterious sounds in the drawer, and on opening it found

a young crow and mina chirping piteously. I tried hard to rear

these strangely-hatched birds, but both died. When the young

—

generally three or four—are hatched, the parents are indefatiga-

ble in their feeding attentions, and necessarily so, for more vora-

cious nestlings can hardly be met with. Long after they have

kft the nest, you will meet a family, say on the high-road, the

parents busily analyzing the chance food, and the young birds'

clustering round them with flapjiing wings and gaping beaks,,

crying loudly for choice tidbits, which are continually being;

dropped into their mouths by their faithful parents. The enemy
of ci-ows during incubation, is the koel, or Indian cuckoo, which
chooses the nest of the crow for his nefarious purposes, as the

European cuckoo generally does that of the hedge-sparrow.

Consequently, the koel is invai-iably mobbed by crows whenever

they come aci-oss it, although the imposed upon and bereaved

parents nourish the changeling most aflFcctionately. As the koiil

is smaller than the crow, its young one does not eject more than

one or two joung crows from the nest. It screams wildly while

pursued by the crows, as if fully conscious of the punishment it

deserves.

Crows are not at all amusing in captivity, and, unlike their

English congeners—the magpie, raven and jackdaw—seem to lo.^c

all their cunning and knavery. I tamed one once; but the only

faculty he exhibited was insatial)le hunger combined with imbe-

cility; the other crows seemed to despise him, although he flapped

his wings imploringly to them; but they helped themselves unre-

sistingly to his food.

Let me now record some corvine anecdotes which came under

my own observation. I was enjoying chota hizrco with some
friends on the chabootra (a masonry platform) just outside the

veranda of their house, and a plated egg stand was on the table.

All this while, and unknown to us, a crow had been watching us

from a closely adjoining tree; we had occasion to go indoors for

a few moments, and, on returning, found an egg aud its cup mis-

sing. On inquiring, the khidinatgdr (table attendiint) said :
" Ka-

wa le giya "—a ci'ow has taken it away. (Natives always ascribe

breakages and pilferings to crows, as English .servants do to cats).

Hardly crediting this, we were discussing the probability; when

lo I the plated egg-cup came rattling down the tree ; and the

emptied eggshell soon followed; and then friend ciow slunk

abashed, as if detected. Ho enjoyed his egg all the same. On
another occasion an English dog of mine was enjoying a hone

out in the open, and \\\ close attendance were two ci'oivs, who
made several futile attempts to pilfer the bone. At last, after a

distinct consultation, one crow hoppi d o(f with dejected mien,

and then, unconcernedly, approached the dog from behind. Sud-

denly he seized him by the tail, and the dog at once viciously

snapped backw.irds, to avenge the insult. In a moment the crow

in front flew off' with the bone, followed by its able ally ; and so,

like Mother Hubbard's disappointed pet, " tire poo.' dog hud
none."

Here is an instance of how a crow was once outwitted. One
day a young fish-alligator (gavia), j'bout four ieet long, was
brought to nie; and 1 directed it to be placed in a small tai.k

fairly stocked with fish. He evidently enjoyed himself; and in a

month I was told that the tank was Ashless. Shortly after, the

hungry alligator was seen to seize and devour a paddy bird (one

of the egrets), which came to fi-sh Pr frogs; and two days after,

mirabile dictu ! an unlucky crow which came to drink was seized

and devoured. After this feat the alligator rema'ued dinncrless

for some days ; brtt, fortunately for it, the rains set in, the tank
overflowed, and our saurian friend floated, away to the Ganges.

I must conclude this account by describing the amusing pas-

time of crow-hawking with a bird irot much larger than the s]]arr

row-hawk. As it is not allowed to kill, the ci'ow is either ca|)iured

or allowed to escajie, none the worse for the encounter. On this

occasion it was beautiful to observe the birds trying to outwit

each other. The crow, never losing its presence of mind, dodged
and counter-dodged the hawk, hut without avail ; and alter an

exciting aerial conibirt it was borne to the grmrrid, but only to

renew the fight with " beak and claw" until separated by an at-

tendant. True to its salt, a broihcr ei-ow came ca>ving rm to the

scene, to see what the huiibub was about (we were on a bar-e plain,

miles away from the station), when it in trtrn was flown at by the

hawk with the same amusing result.

Much more might he wi'itten about the Indian crow; but I

think I have sufficiently shown that it is one of the most know-
ing and most knirvish birds in existence.

—

ClMinhcrs' Journal.
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PodLyf^Y Dep;^f\j|vie[Jt.

THE "WORK OP THE BAY.
At this so:ison, above nil otliers, the watclifulcj'e of the poultry

breeder is needed everywhere. Not only must the discuses pecu-

liar to the atmospheric chanfre from the extreme heat of summer
to the frosts of wiuter, he guarded against, but any falliui; off in

condition, incident to the decrease in the supply of food afforded

by nature, niu.^t not he permitted. From this on, the time for

preparation for the show room is limited compared with the work

to be done, and the experienced breeder well real zes, that, h.avinp

every element of nature to work again.st, only the most constant

and uin-omitting care will result in success. The old breeder knows

this, doubtless he has learned it by hard lessons. But the bei;in-

nor cannot realize it. He does not understand that extra care in

providing against the elements, in furnishing more food and of a

more nourishing chara ter, will keep his fowls up in condition and

save much disappointment and expenditure a couple of month.--

hcni'e. He docs not realize that it is easier to keep up than to

bring up the condition of his stock. Then too, the work of pre-

paration for winier must not be neglected. Here again the

lessons learned by experience are not forgotten. The fancier, who
last year had not provided sufficient House-room for his birds, and

in consequence had them plucked and, that evil of all others,

feather-eating engendered, this year has commodious quarters.

The one who last year, for lack of place, must keep his sick and

diseased fowls with the healthy, this year has a hospital pen or

house. If last year he was obliged to be at the mercy of the

retail dealers, having to pay the highest prices for grain because

he bought in driblets, and of course was out of feed when feed

was highest; this year he has his bins constructed, and, watching

the markets, has hud in his stock when he could buy reasonably.

When his family stores are garnered for winter, he has a store of

email potatoes and loose-headed cabbages put aside for his poul-

try. A supply of sand and gravel too, is placed under cover, to

spread beneath the roosts, also to form the feeding places for his

poultry.

Some put aside a stock of hay, others save the falling leaves,

to throw in the pens when the birds are kept prisoners by the

storms of wiuter, among which the grains for food are scattered
;

thus compelling the fowls to take the exercise they otherwise

would not, and thereby preventing much of the mischief that

follows m the train of idleness. Some have barrels and boxes, con-

venient and sheltered from the action of the weather, in which to

save the droppings either for use in the garden next spring, or to

sell, thereby adding no despicable sum to the credit side of the

poultry account. When in the fall cleaning, the straw beds are

renovated, they do not permit the straw to be burned, but put
it carefully away in barrels or bags fur the nests for sitting hens ;

saves it not more for economy's sake, than beeausie being broken
and worn fine, it is superior to anything else for the purpose.

These are but items in the long list of preparations needed for

winter, and with so much to do there is no time for delay.

SOUTHERN TIER SOCIETY.

At a regular meeting of the Southern Tier Poultry and Pet

Stock Society, held July 6th, 1876, the. name of the Society was

changed to the Southern Tier Poultry Society.

C. J. White, Secretanj.

--•

YOUNG BROWN LEGHORNS.
Editor Fanciers' Jodrnai. :

I recently saw an enquiry in your paper respecting the appear-

ance of young Brown Leghorn chickens. To which I reply

:

Bro.vn Leghorn chicks, when about one week old, should have

the center, or back stripe, a verij dark brown, as well as the two

narrow stripes on cither side; while the two intermediate stripes

should be brownish white, and where the edges of these different

stripes join, the down will show nearly the same color as the gen-

eral back plumage of the mature fowl.

The stripes on the heads of cockerel chicks will not extend up

so far, nor be so clearly defined, as those of pullets, though there

are exceptions ; the cockerels will have a more reddish appear-

ance, and will lose their tail feathers; but a rich appearance of

red at a few yards distance, speaks well for the stock.

As the chicks fledge, the primary and secondary wing feathers

should show a dark slaiy brown, the ends of feathers showing a

light spot, making a doited appearance.

Young B. L chicks not unfrequently show white spots on or

near the ends of the feathers ; these will grow off, but not so if on

whole or half of the larger end next the body. B. L.

FATTENING DUCKS AND TURKEYS.
In preparing poultry for either the table.or market, says the

Rural Borne, it must be rememliered that their flesh will be found

to partake, to a great extent, of the flavor of the food on which

they have been fattened ; and as they are naturally quite indis-

criminate feeders, care should be taken, for at least a week or so

before killing, to confine them on selected food. Boiled potatoes

are very good feeding, and still better is ground corn and oats

cooked with the potatoes, and fed warm. This feed gives the

skin a golden hue, and the flesh a sweet, juicy and nutritious

taste.
•--»

BERKS COUNTY FAIR.

Reading, Sept. 25th, 1876.

Mr Wade :

Dear Sir :—You will please find a list of premiums awarded

to cxiiibiiors at the Berks Co. Agricultural fair, held in Sept.

187G. The display had been better this year than heretofore, ow-

ing to the stimulus of the Berks Poultry and Pet Stock Asso-

ciation.

White Leghorns—Dr. Heckmjin, 1st prem. fowls.
"

J. Dorwart, 2d prem. chicks.

Brown " Dr. Heckman, special.

Partridge Cochins—Dr Heckman, 1st prem. fowls.

L. Roland, 2d
Light Brahmas—J. Hehrer, 1st " "

' " 2d " chicks.

Buff Cochins—J. Gottshall, 1st " fowls.

PI. Bock

—

" special.

Dark Brahmas— " 2d " chicks.
" —Nicholas Vogel, 1st " fowls.

Houdan,s—J. Gottshall, 1st " "

S. Spangled Polish—Mr. Mar.shall, 1st " "

Silver Penciled Hamburg—Mrs. Grim, special.

Silver Spang. " Wm. Lightliusir, 1st" "
" J. Gnrtshall, 2d " chicks.

White Holland Turkeys—Mr. Potts,

Chester Co., 1st " "

W. F. BIk. Spanish—Dr. Heckman, 1st " fowls.
" " " Mrs. Goodhard, 2d " "

Pekin Ducks—Wm. Lewis, 1st " "
" Mr. Potts, 2d " "

,
,;
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I'igeons, mixed coop—Win. Dickcl, 1st special.
•' Fantiiils—Jos. M. Freese. 1st

"

" Tumblers, lilk —Nidi. Vo;;el,
" " Spicliled—" " 2ti "

Rabbits, Himalayan—\Vm. Dickcl, 1st "

There was a four-lcj^fretl chicken, of Buff Cochin Mixture, on ex-

hibition, anil was a real curiousity.

I remain yours,

Dr. IIeckman,

Sec't'v Berks Co. I'et and Stock Association.

A HEN THAT MEANT BUSINESS.

About a year ago, says the Ventura S'ujnal, a hen laid a num-

ber of eggs in a warehouse in this city, and with a yearning for

motherhood, she immediately commenced sitting, and in due

course of time brought out a brood of fourteen chickens. As no

one came to claim the hen and her progeny, the owners of the

warehouse gave the chickens to a notable housewife, who took

both until the chickens were old enough to wean. The hen was

then returned to her old haunt, when she immediately commenced

making her second deposit. With her usuiil success she again

brought out thirteen chickens. This time one of the clerks took

them home. After weaning the chicks, the hen was again re-

turned to her old trysting place. True to her instincts, she laid

her third litter of eggs, and fgain hatched out thirteen chickens.

This time anotlier clerk has taken her home and is rearing her

young.

CAN A POULTRY FARM PAY ?

This question has been fully answered in the affirmative by our

neighbors the French. Hitherto with us the attempts have ended

more or less in failure; but is that a reason, if a proper method

is adopted and due care and supervision exercised, th.it we should

not succeed in the future? From the accounts I h.ave before me

of the French poultry farms, I gather that if we follow their ex-

ample and breed for sale, just as ordinary farmers do their sheep

and oxen, there is no apparent reason why a fairly remunerative

profit should not be realized by poultry farmers in this country.

My belief is that all attempts hitherto in Great Britain have been

undertaken and carried out on fallacious bases. The mania for

prize-winning and fancy exhibiting has helped to bar success

Again, too expensive and elaborate buildings, &c., have been

another cause of failure. Look at some of our most successful

breeders ; ordinary wooden houses have been enough for them,

and their birds have everywhere gained commendation. Let,

therefore, economy and real, not elaborate, efficiency be our aim.

1st, Let there be plenty of space in the open runs. The poul-

try will find for themselves much good and wholesome natural

food, and so save extra feeding. 2d, Let the home feeding be

regular and liberal, but not excessive
;
your birds then will

always be in good health and condition. 3d, Whether you pur-

pose producing eggs or meat for the table, choose suitable breeds

for each object. Do not, however, use too many difFerent breeds,

as that involves complications in your houses, yards, and accom-

modation generally. 4th, Let your personal supervision be con-

stant, and employ only the best and most trustworthy assistants.

To take another line of argument. A farm, say, of fifteen or

twenty acres will only support a certain number of sheep or o.xen

according to its fertility of soil ; all other feeding stuff, oil cake,

&c., will have to be paid for extra, and that in high proportion.

Calculate out the product of this in beef and mutton for the

market. So many oxen or sheep of such and such weight can

be raised, but what can we say of poultry 1 In this ease so much

does not depend on the quality and richness of soil ; and a

greater weight of poultry at less cost, as I purpose showing in

my next article, will be raised than could be of beef or mutton.

Poultry, it is true, are liable to disease, so are sheep and oxen.

With twenty acres, too, if properly managcil, nearly every requi-

site might be raised for the stock kept. Could this be done in

ordinary farming? Burns, cattle-sheds, granaries, etc., would, in

the case of an oi'dinary farm, be on a much larger and more ex-

pensive scale than need be for a jioultry farm.

There is only one question that seems to me of vital import-

ance now left for consideration—Is there a got d and conveniently

situated market for your poultry, easy of access, and where fair

wholesale prices can be obtained ? If so, I can sec no reason to

doubt success.

I have for the last einht or ten years raised poultry in a large

way for my own consumption (selling only at times the surjdus),

frequently having three or four hundred birds young and old in

my yards, and averaging over five thousand i ggs per annum,

with always a fair supply during winter from young pullets.

The direct gain in money was comparatively small, inasmuch as

my runs were contracted, so entailing extra feeding, and little

produce went to market, and that not of the best description

;

but indirectly my butcher's book was greatly relieved, and I

always bad a pleasant variety of food for the table. I bred Hou-

dans, Brahmas, Chinese and common Geese, Peruvian and com-

mon Ducks.

As to the question of breeding for actual profit, I have not

hitherto tried it; but so convinced am I, from my past experi-

ence as an amateur, that it will or should pay, that I intend shortly,

in conjunction with a friend of mine, to undertake poultry farm-

ing on a fairly large scale, beginning moderately at first, and

eventually, if successful, extending our sphere of action.

So far I have given you and your readers my ideas and experi-

ence, hoping that others will take up. this question and give us

the benefit of their advice; in any case they must look upon the

question in the proper light—viz., profit and loss.

—

Journal of

Horticulture.

A CROWING HEN.
A writer on superstitions says: "All along the border between

England and Scotland a crowing hen is regarded as a portent of

death. A few years ago an old woman, in the parish of East

Kilbride, beard one of her hens crow near the house. She men-

tioned the circumstance to a neighbor, saying that no good would

come of it. Not long afterwards her husband died. A mouth

passed by, and once more she heard the fatal sound, which was

followed in a few days by tidings of the death of her son. A
week later the hen crowed again, and the eldest daughter died.

The old woman could stand this no longer. In her desper-

ation she seized the unlucky fowl, wrung its neck, and threw

it into the fire. Wiser people have burned men and women with

less show of reason."

A Wonderful Bikd.—Extraordinary is the rooster now

residing at Grand Kapids, Mich. Generally these pugnacious

birds contend only with one another, but this cock flies at higher

game. First, be wrestled with a three-year-old colt, hitting him

with his spurs and flying at his nose, and finally compelling tho

colt to retreat. Then the victorious rooster tackled a cow. She

tosses him on her horns like a plaything, but he invariably comes

up smiling and renews the combat. 'Tis a drawn battle, thus

far, with odds in favor of the rooster. The same proud bird

fears not the face of any man, .and lately compelled one who

interfered with him to retreat in a very demoralized condition.

Eain water will, after having stood some time, be found by

examination under a microscope, to contain worms identical with

those taken from the throat of a chicken suft'cring from gapes.
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PiqEOfJ DEpy^F^jiviEflT.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

OUE ENGLISH LETTER.
No. 2.

England, Sept. 16th, 1876.

My Dear Mr. Wade :

In my last I wrote about the cleaning and disinfecting of the

pigeon house. In this letter I propose to write on the treatment of

the birds, and the prevention of disease. After the house has been

thoroughly dried, and the floor well sanded, the birds may be put

back in it, but such as have the discharge at the mouth and nos-

trils should be kept separate from the healthy.

TREATMENT

:

Wash out the mouths, nostrils, and throats of the birds with a

strong brine made of clean salt and as much hot soft water as will

dissolve it. Use the brine warm. If the bird is weakly the brine

must be weakened. In about an hour's time after the brine wash-

ing, again wash out the mouth with pure, soft, warm water, and

immediately anoint the mouth and nostrils with Condy's red fluid.

If the bird is strong it is best to use the undiluted fluid ; but if weak,

use a solution of one part of fluid to four of soft water. If the

disease has gone so far as to make the bird's breath have a bad

smell, or the discharge to become yellow, take an old bread crust

—quite old and dry, and free from mould—soak the crust in hot

water, add enough vegetable charcoal to make the sop as black as

good black ink—take care to have the bread thoroughly saturated

with the charcoal—and fill the pigeon's crop half full of the mix-

ture, giving it in a warm state. If the bird is weak it will require

to be kept in an artificially warmed place. If the bird is in good

flesh a black pepper-corn or two may be given it with advantage,

but beware of over stimulating a weak bird.

Some birds with a thick, yellow discharge and bad breath are

in good flesh and strong. Such subjects should, after the brine

washing, Condy's fluid and powdered charcoal treatment, be given

a small capsule or two of castor oil.

Charcoal treatment should be used in all cases in which there is

a foul breath, and given as above ; it is good for a bird either in

health or sickness. By all means beware of administering pure

vegetable charcoal nnmixed with bread, biscuit or meal, as I have

found to my cost it is very likely to kill the bird by stoppage in

the small intestine; but when mixed with food there is no such

danger.

Carbolic acid is an excellent disinfectant for the floors and walls

of any place, but my experience is against its use as a medicine for

any living thing ; however much it may be diluted, it is still a poi-

son. For the dressing of all wounds, canker and sores, on ani-

mals as well as pigeons, I would use the undiluted Condy's red

fluid, as it disinfects without poisoning.

Many fanciers may not have the opportunity of baying vegeta-

ble charcoal. I have found the home made article better than any
I could buy, made as follows :—Cut willow twigs, (other similar

shrubbery will do) into lengths of three or four inches, (the thin

ends are the best, as the baric makes the best charcoal) put an inch

of sand on the bottom of an old iron pan, put in the twigs, cover

with an inch or two of sand, and put the pan on a hot fire until

the charcoal is made.

The treatment indicated will be found efficacious in most cases

—

of course when the system is too weak, no treatment will avail.

After disinfecting and cleaning the house, securing it from damp
and drafts, the next important matter is food, on which subject I

propose to write in my next.

Yours truly,

Manchester Fancier.

RED BARB COCK.
Our illustration this week is a life like representation of a Red

Barb Cock, owned by our artist, Henry Erdmann, of Philadelphia.

Mr. Erdmann not only knows how
to illustrate a good bird, but ho^\

to breed and appreciate one when

bred. The illustration is a por

trait in every sense of the word

as every part of head and bod\

was carefully measured to get the

correct proportions. The front

view of the head is in every point

drawn from exact measurements,

and any one doubting the state

ment can test the matter by exam
ining the bird at the coming Cen

tennial Pigeon and Poultry Exhi-

bition. Mr. Erdmann is one of the fanciers who places bis pets

above a money valuation; in fact, it is not safe for him to see a

good bird for sale, even when his loft is fully stocked ; as ten

chances to one he will own the coveted bird. The question will

not be " can I afford it ?

"

MATING EXTRAORDINARY.
Seeing in many numbers of your invaluable paper, invitations to

fanciers to send you accounts of extraordinary matching or mating

among birds, I take the liberty of sending the following as likely

to interest brother fanciers. I have now in my loft an African

owl cock that I mated with a hen of the same kind ; they lived

harmoniously together, and raised last season five pairs of young.

During the winter I had the misfortune to lose the hen, when the

cock, being a lively little fellow, set about finding another wife for

himself. After a few days he succeeding in finding a wife in an

unmated agate hen, who in due course of time laid the usual

couple of eggs, he (the owl) assisting her regularly in incubating
them; but when flying about the loft I noticed he was paying
marked attention to a blue Antwerp hen, who, in a fortnight after

the agate laid, also laid him a couple of eggs, the owl, in the most
exemplary manner, assisting both his wives; the result being that

the agate's eggs are hatched, and the young ones are progressing
favorably, the owl regularly feeding them, and also assisting the

Antwerp in incubating her eggs, which arc due in about four days.
If they also hatch, I will write you further on the subject ; but I

think that, as the young already hatched get bigger, the owl will

find plenty to do to help the one hen.

—

N. in Poultry Review.

A good idea is being carried out in England, says the Semi-trop-

ical :—Carrier pigeons are being trained in some of the light-hous-

es, so as to adapt them to the service of pilot boats. After a while,

numbers of these pigeons will be distributed to pilots, who, in case

of an emergency when help is needed, can send a dispatch to the

light-house for what is required. The dispatch will be sent at once
to the nearest telegraphic station, and the needed assistance be at

once rendered. This is no doubt an innovation which promises to

be the means of saving both life and property, and deserves imita-

tion among all civilized maritime nations.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJYT.
HEREON VS. -WAKREN.

A lengthy letter for publication from Mr. Herrou of Indianapo-

is, relative to his controversy with Mr. Warren of Worcester,

Mass., has been upon our table for some little time. This letter con-

tains many original affidavits and much matter of interest to the

case. But, as Mr. Herron proposes to bring it all before the

American Poultry Association, and as, if they take action upon

it, the whole will be given to the public in their report, we shall

not publish it entire. A little part of it, however, in relation to

the action of the Poullry World in the matter, taken just now,

when the publishing of Mr. Wan-en's letter in that paper for

September is fresh in mind, we propose placing before our

readers that they may draw their own conclusions.

As to the controversy proper, we have not, nor do we intend

to give an opinion editorially. We do not consider ourselves

called to judgment. Our mission is ended, when, having placed

the matter squarely and fairly before our readers, each one is left

to judge for himself.

" Mr. Herron writes :
—" It is a rule of mine never to pay for

anything until I receive it, and as a business man I feel like offer-

ing an apology and an explanation for treating Mr. Warren dif-

ferently from the rest of mankind.

" I wanted some choice game fowls ; seeing Mr. Warren's glaring

advertisement in the Poultry World—an apparently respectable,

high-toned paper, and considering the fact of Mr. Warren's ad-

vertisement appearing therein, a guarantee on the part of the

editor and proprietor to its subscribers, that Mr. Warren was

what he claimed to be, I sent him my money. After returning

the bird, because he was very far from what he was represented to

be, I was cheered by seeing the following in the March number

of the World.

Dishonest Dealers.—Those dealers in poultry who fail to

do as they agree are, fortunately, few and far between. We have
as good an opportunity to know whereof we affirm in this matter

as any one; and it is our deliberate conviction that poultry fan-

ciers, as a class, are as honest .as any other class of men living;

but there must be a black sheep occasionally, and our object in

this paragraph is to request all who have dealings with any dis-

honorable dealer to report delinquencies to us. All such com-
plaints shall be placed on file at this office for reference, and we
will do all in our power to co-operate with our friends to expose
offenders. Such an union will do much to deter as well as expose.

Let the would-be dishonest dealer feel that he is compassed about
by a great cloud of witnesses leagued against him.

" I immediately wrote to Mr. Stoddard, Ed. and Prop, of the

Poultry World, as follows : 'I desire to call your attention to my
statement in The Fanciers' Journal of June 12th, relating to

some of A. D. Warren's transactions, and request you to publish

the same. I am a subscriber to the Poullry World, and was induced

to send Mr. Warren my money from seeing his advertisement in

that paper, feeling satisfied that you, at least, thought he would

deal honestly.

" To which I received the following reply :
' We are sorry to

disappoint you, but we could not print such a long statement,

and especially against a man who has dealt so long and had in

the main given such satisfaction to a multitude of customers.

H. H. Stoddard.'

" Had Mr. Stoddard replied, 'We cannot admit controversy to

our pages,' and then have left this letter of Mr. Warren's unpub-

lished, his course would have been consistent with his continued,

in fact persistent, indifference to the standing of those advertising

in his columns,

"As long as the amount due for advertising has been paid, it is

all right. The people must find out by trying what the advertis-

ments amount to. Such a course may do for a general news-

paper, claiming to be no more than a directory, but for the organ

of a,fraternity like the poultry fancy, it seems scarcely the thing."

Let us look at Mr. Stoddard's treatment of the case. Can we
not almost read his opinion? Had he regarded his patron as

maligned, would he not have invited the controversy to the World

that the calumny might be refuted ? Do you, Mr. Warren, value

the judgment that professes itself biased ? and that will note the

facts of but one side of the case ? What does he mean by "such

satisfaction? such as Mr. Herron complains of? Had Mr. Herron

been the larger income to the purse of Mr. Stoddard, would Mr.

Stoddard have refused his case a hearing ? These are questions

that will arise. The letter in the Sept. number of the Poultry

World by Mr. Warren, we may possibly review, giving some

correspondence—as Mr. Warren believes in publishing private

letters—that we have at hand to show Mr. Warren's opinion of

our action in the matter when it was a little less warm for at

least one of the contestants than it is now. We shall withhold

it unless driven to it. Feeling ourselves in the right, we are

prepared to defend the position we take, always.

At the New London Co. Agricultural show, held at Norwich

Sept. 19th to 21st, Gates, Tweedy & Co., secured 1st premium for

largest and best collection of poultry, 1st on each Light Brahma
fowls and chicks; 1st on each Partridge Cochin fowls; and

chicks ; 1st on Black Leghorn fowls and chicks, also 2d on chicks
;

1st and 2d on Leghorns ; 1st on Brown Leghorns ; 1st and 2d on

Plymouth Rocks, and 1st on Pekin Ducks.

To ALL WHOM IT MAT CONCERN.—Especially those to whom
we have sent bills of late. Will you not remit the amount due

us for advertising, subscription, or books ordered, at your earliest

convenience? Remember that we, to furnish you with the period-

ical and tp place your advertisements before the public, are at a

great expense, and an expense which we must meet without delay.

If it is impossible to meet the bills presented, or if time will be

required, do us the favor to so inform us, that we may know upon

what we may depend. To those who have met their bills promptly,

and those who have paid in advance, we return our thanks.

Errata.—For Edw. B. D'Estinville Picot, page 465, line 19,

column second, read Edw. B. d'Espinville Picot.

In Centennial letter, No. 39, page 463, read Gaddess for

Gladdess.
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An Isolated Fancier.—Mr. D. A. Cowell, one of our live

subscribers, writes us from Lake City, Hinsdale Co., Colorado,

where he bas recently removed :
" I am the only subscriber to

your Journal in this San Juan Country, and have the only lot of

fine bred chickens. Common eggs are worth $1.00 a dozen, and

will remain high for years to come, as it is over two hundred

miles to a railroad station. This is a mining camp of over

2,000 inhabitants, everytliing is lively, the mines are wonderfully

rich. Any information I can give you, would be pleased to do so."

[We cheerfully accept the offer of Mr. Cowell for we know that

there is much transpiring around Lake City tliat would interest

our readers.]

—

Ed.

By a misprint wc gave the 1st premium on Houdans, at the

Coim. State Fair to Mr. Waterhouse, whereas it was awarded to

Mr. Chas. B. Davis, of Higganum.

CARDS AND CATALOOnES RECEIVED.

Laurel Hill Poultry Yards, Norwich, Conn. Gates, Tweedy & Co.,

prop. Have Lt. Brahmas, Partridge Cochins, Plymouth Rocks,

Brown and White Leghorns.

Amos G.Day, Ithaca, Tompkins Co., N. Y. Breeder of Polish

fowls, Brown Leghorns, and Golden Hamburgs.

James M. Skiles, Jr., No. 9 Margaret St., Alleghany City, Pa.

Breeder of fancy pigeons.

G. Walton, 121 Haverhill St., Boston. Fancy dogs and pig-

eons.

Wm. B. Atherton, Newton L. Falls, Mass. Makes White Polish

a specialty.

Arthur Nicol, Cataraqui, Ont. Breeder of the leading varieties

of poultry and pigeons.

Willow Lane Poultry Yards, Doylestown, Pa. W. T. Rogers,

Prop. "Silver Penciled Hamburgs a specialty. Stock second
to none."

Premium list, and rules governing the 3d Annual Exhibition of

the Illinois Poultry Association. Geo. V. Frink, Sec'y-, Bloom-
ington. 111.

Cof\F^ESpopJDEfJCE.

Mk. Editor :

Can your correspondent " Collie," in No. 12 of your Journal,

<March 23,) inform me where I can procure a young Scotch

Collie answering to the description given by him.

Yours very truly, Jno. W. Trafton.
Boston, Mass., Oct. 2, 1876.

Mr. Wade :

—

There's a question come up in our poultry club, in all this talk

about Herron vs. Warren. We wonder if them gold bands on

the legs of Mr. Warren's birds look just the same to him as they

do to us. And we wonder, if the judges are expected not to know
who any of the birds' owners is, how they manage to know that

those with Warren's mark on ain't Warren's. Maybe you can

give us some light. I was just thinking about that Buffalo show

two years ago. I could'nt go. I was lame, laid up with rheuma-

tiz. Johnny P —, he went, and came down to my house

straight from the show the first night, because he knew I was

rather anxious about it and worrying because I could'nt get out.

Ss says I " Johnny, whose got the best birds?" "Don't know,
there ain't no names on the coops, nor there ain't any catalogues

going to be sold till all the judgin' is done. I didn't know nothing

only Warren's birds, Ae'« got his'n all tricked off with brass rings,

or copper or something round their legs."

Now we just wonder why, if Mr. Warren can fix his birds up
so, the man that has the next coop could'nt tie a string with a

tag with his name on, round the leg of his bird ? J. H.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

BEFORE THE LEAVES FALL.

I wonder if oak and maple.

Willow and elm and all.

Are stirred at heart by the coming
Of the day their leaves must fall.

Do they think of the yellow whirlwind.

Or of the crimson spray.

That shall be, when chill November
Bears all the leaves away ?

" If die we must," the leaflets

Seem one by one to say,
" We will wear the colors of all the earth.

Until we pass away.
No eyes shall see us falter

;

And before ne lay it down.
We'll wear, in the sight of all the earth,

The year's most kingly crown."

So, trees of the stately forest.

And trees by the trodden way,

You are kindling into glory

This soft, Autumnal day.

And we, who gaze, remember
That more than all they lost.

To hearts and trees together

May come through ripening frost.

—Putrid blood injected into the veins of a living animal is not

mortal unless several drops are used; but the blood of an animal

thus poisoned causes death in less than two days, in such minute
quantities as a trillionth of a drop.

—Professor Bloch reports that a piece of meat, through which
a constant electric current was allowed to flow, remained un-

changed in color and smell after six days' exposure to atmospheric

influence ; whereas another piece similarly exposed, but without

the current, became putrid at the end of the six days.

—A correspondent of the Slatington News writes to that paper

from Weatherly that a man. named Buck, while out berrying near

that place, came across a rattlesnake, which he killed, and which

upon being measured was found to be seventeen feet and three-

quarter inches long. That beats the Welsh Mountain snakes.

—According to Pettenkoffer, the air in our houses becomes un-

wholesome when the carbonic acid in it, provided it be derived

from the respiration of animals, rises from the normal proportion

of 4 parts in 10,000 to 1 jjart in 1,000. The experiments of Dr.

Angus Smith, and Dr. Hammond, have shown that the organic

matter in the air, which increases in proportion to the amount of

carbonic acid, is by far a more deadly impurity than the gas.

—Accustomed as may be the dwellers in large cities to the

constant rumble of vehicles over the stones in the streets, it is

pretty certain that such disturbances are not without their con-

sequences on the nervous centers. M. Fonssagrives asserts that

he cannot consider such perpetual vibrations as harmless even for

those born and bred in cities, and that it is very assuredly a

genuine cause of eristhisme, and that to it may be ascribed that

prevalence of nervous temperaments and diseases peculiar to the

inhabitants of large cities.

—" The idea that the Judicial officer is supposed to be vested

with ermine, though fabulous and mythical, is yet most eloquent

in its significance. We are told that the little creature called er-

mine is so sensitive to its own cleanliness that it becomes paralyzed

and powerless at the slightest touch of defilement upon its snow-
white fur. When the hunters are pursuing it, they spread with

mire the pass leading to its haunts, to which they then drive it,

knowing that it will submit to be captured rather than defile itself.

And a like sensibility should belong to him who comes to exer-

cise the august functions of Judge."

—

Judge John L, T. Sneed.

—Gkasshopper Grass.—Wherever the pastures of Western
Missouri have been destroyed by the grasshoppers new varieties

of grass have sprung up, which the oldest inhabitant never saw
before. The principal of these is a green bunch-grass of luxuri-

ous growth, which now covers pastures and door-yards where
only blue grass has grown for many a year before. Stock eat it

with avidity. Some persons assert that it is buffalo grass, while

others see in it a resemblance to other grasses of the plains and
mountains west of us. We hop'e that its development will be
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studied by some expert in the botany of this contiiient, for its

origin may throw a new and important light upon tlie origin of

migration of the locusts. The seed was evidently brought here

and deposited by the swarm that laid eggs in this region last fall.

If brought here from Kansas or Colorado only, its identity

would surely have been determined ere this by old plainsmen

who are so numerous hereabout. It has put forth no seed-stalk

as yet, and perhaps in this climate it may not go to seed this year.

Who will first inform us whence it came and what may be ex-

pected from it 7

—

Kansas Citij.

—The Spanish Government has appointed a commission to in-

quire into the physical conditions and possibilities of the Philip-

pine Islands. A professor of botany Is to accompany the expe-

dition to report on the nature of the flora of the Interior, and on

the condition and extent of the forests. A careful survey Is to

be taken of the entire group, ami a map, drawn up on a large

scale, is in consequence to be published The mountain ranges

are to be the objects of a special investigation; the height of all

the salient points is to be accurately ascertained, and all traces of

metallic products to be noted. The officers in charge of the ex-

pedition are to take such notes of observation as shall enable

them on their return to draw up an exhaustive monograph on

the entire physical condition of the Islands. It is to be expected

that many branches of scientific inquiry will profit by this re-

search in a so long neglected and most interesting region.

—

Phil-

Ledger.

—A New Worm.—A disagreeable reptile, known in Turkish

as the'calcale, has lately made its appearance in the cotton planta-

tions in the Thraclan Chersonesus. The calcale is a species of

worm represented as being especially fond of the cotton and melon
plant and being likewise partial to the vine. Its feeding hours,

like those of "good society," are during the night, when It crawls

up the stem of the plant and sucks out the juice. In the day-

time It lies hid in the earth, and the peasants are consequently

obliged to hunt for it at night. When the calcale appears In

cotton and melon fields, its total extermination is only to be

compassed by planting the field with grain, which It will not touch

;

and this process must be repeated during at least two successive

years. In vineyards the remedy employed is to dig up the earth

to a considerable depth around each plant. The villages on the

European coast of the Hellespont productd large quantities of cot-

ton for exportation, and the appearance of the calcale worm in

their plantations is therefore looked upon as a real disaster.

—A Fish Stort—A Florida correspondent of the Atlanta fler-

ald, in the course of an interesting communication regarding Flori-

da fisheries, says :
" The best fishermen in Florida are the pelicans

and ospreys. A pelican consumes about a peck of fish a day.

They flock about the straits and Inlets by thousands. Suppos-

ing there are 2,000,000 pelicans in Florida—and there are certain-

ly more than that—they would eat 500,000 bushels of fish each

day, or 182,500,000 bushels per year. The millions upon millions

of white and blue cranes, herons, curlews, gulls, fishhawks, king-

fishers, and other water fowl, devour thousands of bushels of fish

every twenty-four hours. An experienced cracker estimates that

700,000 bushels of fish a day are required to feed the birds of

Florida alone. This would make 225,500,000 bu.shels each year.

Add to this the billions of fish swallowed by sharks, bass and

others, and the sum total will reach nearly 2,000,000,000 bushels

destroyed by feathered and finny fishermen on the peninsula in

twelve months. At first glance these figures appear enormous,

but let any man make his own estimate, and carefully figure it up,

and he will find them under instead of over."

—Frosty Mines.—The American Journal of Science and Arts

contains an account of a curious fact that the miners In Clear

Creek county, Colorado, have discovered. It is particularly

noticeable in the Stevens Mine, about 12,500 feet above the level

of the sea, on McClellan Mountain. After a depth or distance

of ninety feet from the surface, the crevice matter, in which the

silver is found. Is frozen solid. Summer and winter have no visible

effect to change its temperature, nor Is there ever any perceptible

thaw. Pick and drill fall to work the frozen mass, and the only

way the workmen proceed is to kindle a large fire at night against

the matter and In the morning to pick at the disintegrated ore.

After this curious fashion the mine has been profitably conducted

for two years. From ninety feet, where the cold was struck, the

tunnel has proceeded Inward, now nearly 200 feet, and the cold

is in no way diminished as yet. Other mines in the neighborhood

show the same singular condition, and In all^of them the depth

under ground is such that the frost cannot possibly penetrate

there. The conclusion reached by the contributor of the article

is that it is a relic of the glacial era. Whatever its origin, it is

certainly a singular and Interesting fact, and the method of min-
ing, although profitable, is as simple and primitive as could well
be devised.

—

Pliit. Ledger,

—HibRiiDiTi:.—The Bangor Whig has this report from Orono,
Me.: "Some four years ago Mrs. B., living on that part of
Marsh Island now known as Webster, visited her neighbor, Mrs.
P., one afternoon, for a social chat, and was ushered into the
parlor by the attendant to await the arrival of Mrs. P., who soon
made her appearance. The ladles conversed very freely for a
few minutes; when suddenly a novel sight attracted their atten-

tion, and on stepping to the mantel they discovered that eleven

mice had during the preceding cold day coiled themselves up on
the warm chimney, and their tails stuck out upon the mantel,
through a crack In the finish of the room. As quick as thought
Mrs. P. left the room, and returning with a carving knife, delib-

erately cut off the tails of every one of them, with evident satis-

faction, and kept them to show to her husband as proof of the

truth of the story, when he should return home at night. The
next day she performed the same operation upon four more, and
our informant adds that for the next three years the cat would
bring in, occasionally, young bob-tailed mice."

—An interesting plant Is a native to California, and there bears

the name of Soap root. It is interesting from the uses to which
the root and its fibrous covering are put. Its blossoms are of a
delicate creamy white, and bear much resemblance In their form
and fragrance to the blossoms of the hyacinth. Blossoming, as

it does the first after the rains begin, and covering field after field

with the delicate beauty, it is of all flowers an especial favorite.

Its root is a tunicated bulbous, covered with a thick fibrous

mass of a deep brown color. The solid part of the bulb possesses

soporific qualities. It was first nsed by the Indians, later by
the Spanish, and later still by miners as a substitute for soap ;,

while at the present time one of the most popular washing fluids,

which form so important a part of the Callfornlan economy, has
professedly, this root for its base. Within a few years the prepar-

ation of the husk, stripping the wiry hair-like substance from its

covering, and preparing It for the use of the upholsterer and
cabinet maker, has become In San Francisco an Important local

industry, and one which, as it affords a cheap substitute for and
is fully equal to hair, and for the very objectionable pulu—dust of

the pulu or tree fern of Australia—the people are not slow to

recognize. Pacific.

—The Truffle.—The truffle is a species of underground fun-

gus largely used In French cookery to give a peculiar rich flavor

to meats. It comes principally from France, where It Is always
found in oak or beech woods, and can only be gathered through

the agency of the keen scent of dogs or pigs especially trained to

hunt for it. Both from the difficulty of obtaining the fungus, and
from the fact that It is a delicacy highly prizeti by epicures, it

brings in all markets a large price; and thus truffle-bunting has

long been a remunerative calling for the French and Italian peas-

antry. In appearance, the truffle is a blackish mass, covered with

protuberances and weighing from an ounce to several pounds ;

when cut open it presents a marbled appearance, and its reproduc-

tive portion (It Is sexless) is found in the veins in the shape of mi-

nute sacs which never open, each containing several spores, pos-

sessing spine-covered or honey-combed surfaces.

Numerous .attempts have been made to cultivate these fungi,

but with little or no success. Sprinkling the earth with water, In

which the p.arings of truffles have been steeped, has resulted, it is

stated, in producing them ; and they have likewise been obtained

by the slow process of planting calcareous soil with acorns and
waiting for the saplings to reach a few years' growth, when the

truifles could be gathered among the roots. Still, no particular

method of cultivating the truffle is in existence ; .ind since they

are foimd completely isolated from anything that could produce

them, we are left in the dark as to how they are originated, or at

best with merely the supposition that, at an early period of their

development, they are parasites of the tree roots, or the theory

that, like oak galls, they are due to the stings of Insects.

The truflSe is to some extent found In this country, principally

In Virginia.— Ger. Telegraph.

—Instinct of Fishes.—I have seen (writes Mr. Kidd, the

eminent naturalist) some singular instances, mentioned in various

works, of the tameness of birds and beasts, and I well know,

from oft-repeated experiments, what may be done In this way.

My object, on the present occasion, Is to direct your attention to

sundry experiments I have been making with fish. Of minnows
I had, two years ago, no fewer than thirteen, ranging about in a

large glass globe, and I taught them not only to know me, but

to recognize the sound of my voice, whilst I whistled to them some
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lively nir. On such occasions they would all rise to the top of

the water, salute mo by touching my lips as I hcnt closely over

the bowl, and actually leap np and |ilay with the extremity of

mv nose! They would, moreover, fondle over me, by rulibint,'

their silvery sides against one of my finfrers, which I purposely

dipped into their watery habitation—in this particuhir imitating

the fondness of a cat, when she pleasini^ly purrs, erects her tail,

and draws close to your person, to evince her perfect state of hup-

])incss. The usual fate, however, peculiar to all pets awaited

mine; one by one, as the heat of the weather increased in intensity,

they (lave up the jrhost, and my glass globe was consigned to the

silent shelf. A few months since, my eye chanced to rest on the

same globe, and there was awnkencd in me the fondest remem-
brance of my former tiny friends. You may guess the conse-

quence. I have procured more, confining myself, however, to

three only ; and I have actually accomplished with these what I

did with the others, or very nearly so, for they every day be-

come more and more afTectioniite and attached. How their ex-

quisitely delicate structure, and still more delicate constitution,

will bear up against the coming dog-days I cannot say. I fear

the worst. I keep them in cold well-water, fresh twice a day

;

and they suffer themselves most willingly to be taken in the naked
hand, whilst being transferred from the globe to a basin, during
the change of water. Surely the law of kindness is all power-

ful. Would that it were more universally tried.

SjWy^LL PeJ DEf»^I^J|VIE[J7

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

For the Tanciers' Journal.

PETS AND THE FATE OF SOME OF THEM.
BY HUON.

No. 4. The Pist Tiger.

"You are more iDbuman, more inexorable

—

Oh, ten times more—than tigers of H,vrcaDia!

"

Shakespeare—Henrt TT.

In the great carnivora house of the Zoo, Fairmount Park, Phil-

adelphia, resides a fine specimen of the Royal Bengal Tiger, man-

eater of the first quality, and known, to distinguish him from an-

other tiger in the same building, by the name of "Jim," who on a

late occasion made himself a first-class tragedian, and though

"Jim's" victim is the principal subject in this paper on pets, yet

must a few words be said about "Jim" himself by way of preface.

"Jim" is now a full grown tiger ; he has never eaten a man him-

self, nor any part of one, as he was taken out of his native jungle

when he was but four months old, but his father and mother,

grandfather and grandmother before him, were for years and years

respectively the scourge of more than one Bengalese village.

Halchen. " How came he to leave home at such a tender age ?

Grampy. "Some natives, exasperated at the numerous outrages

and murders 'Jim's' p.arents had committed, went for them on a

certain day, and finding the old gent some distance from home,

shot him, and carrying his head to the proper officer received the

government reward, $25, for it ; they then returned for his gentle

lady-wife, who they knew would not forsake her young cubs, or

even leave them alone for a moment, except in search of food. It

was but a matter of short time before the mother was served as the

father :—her head taken to the government office, and her cubs,

two in number, (sometimes there are four or five in a family) car-

ried away captive to a tiger school in Calcutta, there to be trained

to menagerie life, or fitted for a Zoo Garden, and there 'Jim,'

remained until he had cut his teeth, when he was sent marked 'C.

0. D.' to Jamrack, the London animal dealer, and from there to

the "land of the free," though Jim, behind his iron bars says "he

don't see the free."

Halchen. " What a cruelty to kill the father and mother—mak-

ing the poor cubs orphans."

Grampy. "No! 'Jim's' father and mother had made several

orphans in their time, and perhaps had eaten the orphans them-

selves afterward."

Halchen. " Did 'Jim' come to our Zoo direct from Jamrack's V
Grampy. " No, he has been traveling round some. lie seems

to like the country. Most foreigners when they arrive here, walk

at once to the polls and vote, and ask for an office, but Jim has

done neither, and will most likely end his nine lives in his present

home in the Zoo."

Halchen. " What became of the other cnb ?"

Grampy. "Ah, thereby hangs the fate of apet, and the tragedy

I have mentioned already. The other cub was sold to a gentle-

man, an American, residing in Calcutta, for the sum of twenty ru-

pees (Sin), who desired it for a pet."

Halchen. "A pet ? What a strange pet!"

Grampy. " No ! pets have been made of all creatures from

snails up."

Halchen. " Snails for pets ! Those cold, damp, slimy things

we find in our cellars, and kill with a pinch of salt?"

Grampy. "Oh, no, my verdant Halchen, those are slugs, quite

difl^erent creatures. The pets were the vineyard snaWs {Helix po-

matice), an edible which the French like as well as you do oysters.

I once knew a gentleman who pelted a dozen of them for four

years, when much to his regret one spring night they all made their

escape, each carrying away his house on his back ! Yes, pets have

been made of spiders, snakes, lizards, turtles, lions, tigers,—in

short of every thing—from a Zoophyte up. Every one to his taste.

Let us proceed with our pet tiger; which I should have told you

was a female, and had been given the name of ' Ncna'. Being

in the sucking stage of existence ' Nena' was brought up by hand,

and soon grew quite playful, amusing and very fond of her master,

following him round the house mewing all the time, catlike.

When ' Nena' became a year old, her play got somewhat rough.

A very young tiger has some fun in its nature, but after it is a year

old there is none. By that time he begins to know he has razor

claws that will make terrible gashes, and, as his heart is getting

as hard as was Pharoah's after the first plague, he feels like using

them. One of 'Nena's' pariicular sports was to lie on her back

with paws in the air, waiting to be caressed by her master, while

day by day, the silky coated brute grew larger, stronger, with play

rougher and fiercer, until the tap of her paw, though sheathed in

velvet, was no joke. The servants of the house had never taken

kindly to ' Nena,' nor had she to them, and now when she open-

ed her mouth, her long, sharp, white teeth struck terror to their

hearts, and as her temper was getting very uncertain there was no

knowing on whose head she would empty the first vial of her wralh

.

Savage as she was however, there seemed one soft spot in 'Nona's'

heart big enough lo hold a pet, and this was apparently filled by a

house dog with whom she would romp and play for hours at a

time as two kittens might with one another. Doggy however had

but his day, for in one of their plays, when 'Nena' was about

thirteen months old she became offended atsomething, and in the

midst of the romp she suddenly sprang upon her poor playfellow

and with one savage bite killed him on the spot. After that the

servants were in bodily fear, and begged that ' Nena' should be

caged, which being done, so enraged her, that her master in pity

set her free again, saying ' she was only a child tiger, would do

no harm if let alone—it was the fault of those who teazed her if

' Nena' behaved ill,' and once more she was the terror of the

house. You see her owner, as with all owners of pets, only saw

her fair side—to him the brute appeared gentle and even grateful.

Every evening, early, she would lie in the veranda on a piece of

carpet spread for her ; later, as the nights grew cooler, she would

quietly creep inside the house, and when the nights became too cool

—there is a winter in Calcutta, in February the thermometer falls

to 70°—then Nena would mount to the foot of her master's bed,

and cuddling up to his feet, lie there the whole night long ! Still to

the servants the brute grew fiercer and fiercer, her play rougher,

her temper more fitful, and her sweet voice now grown to a roar,
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comprised a double octave, extending from the lower C to tlie

upper, and when golnj; through lier scale she would shake tlie

very marrow in the hones of the servants, while the green glare

of her flashing eyeballs would freeze th' m with terror. More than

once had she knorki'd some one of them down, and one day her

conduct became so deadly comical that all in a body revolted

against her, one and all declaring they would live no longer in com-

panionship with such an unmitigated fiend.

"That fi.Kcd the fate of ' Nena ' as far as her master was con

cerned, and next day the poor dear girl was shipped off to Jam-
rack, where, by a strange coincidence she again met her brother

'Jim.' With him she was sent to America, and finally they both

came to take up their residence side by side in ' our Zoo/ and

here was enacted the tragedy which ended the poor thing's rather

eventful life.

"For some reason or other ' Nena ' had taken a dislike to her

brother 'Jim,' a fact very apparent when they were first placed in

the Garden, and that was the reason that strong iron bars separa-

ted the two, though tliey did not prevent the assault by 'Jim,'

which caused ultimately the death of ' Nena.'

"The way of it was this ;—You see, 'Jim' each day used to prom-

enade for several hours all round the four sides of his iron-railed

cage, and he never came on that side nearest ' Nena,' but what

she would set up a snarl and a growl of the most ill-natured and

savage kind.

"One morning, I can't tell what had provoked the brute more

than common, but seeing the long, beautifully marked tail of

'Nena' protruding through the railing on his own domain, he

with solid grip seized it between his teeth, and a fearful uproar

was the immediate consequence ! The initiatory yell of pain was

of course given by ' Nena,'—in the next instant it was echoed by

'Jim ' the other tiger—was taken up next by ' Pompey ' and
' Minnie,' and now, leopards, jaguars, cougar, oscelots and lynx,

were all yelling, making a perfect pandemonium of the place, driv-

ing one half of the visitors from their almost fiendish presence.

Poor ' Nena !' This was the roughest treatment she had ever

met with; to escape it, she seemed willing to sacrifice her beautiful

tail, and for that purposeshe braced herself square against the bars

that she might have the greater power to free herself. This

brought her hind legs into 'Jim's' cage, which no sooner did the

infuriated beast see, than, quick as lightning, he seized upon one

ofthem and sinking his terrible teeth into his victim's flesh and bone,

he, in a moment, crushed one-third other leg to a mass of pulp.

By this time the yelling and uproar was perfectly fearful. Every

animal in the building, even to the hyenas, and some squalking

macaws which were outside of the building, joined in the infernal

uproar.

Hakhen. " Were not the keepers on hand ?"

Grampy. "Of course they were, from the first of the fray,

and had been endeavoring but in vain to separate the brutes.

None dare enter the cages however, and blows from the long iron

scrapers were of no more account with Jim than pounding him

with a boiled carrot would have been ! Finally, the ring end of a

long iron scraper was forced into the brute's mouth, which was

turned round by the united strength of two men, thus forcing him

to open his jaws and free the imprisoned and now thoroughly

mince-meated leg.

"Poor ' Nena !' howling with pain and rage, she hobbled back

to the farthest corner of her cage, and there lay down to examine

her wounds, which were—the lower part of her leg entirely chew-

ed up, and her thigh torn almost into shreds, and denuded of skin

by the terrible razor claws of 'Jim!' And now commenced that

instinctive act of self amputation, by which, when wounded, the

tiger in his native jangles saves his life. ' Nena' deliberately ate

up, save the mere skin and its beautiful striped fur covering, all

that was left of what, but a few moments before, was an active and

powerful limb ! Then she laid her down to sleep as indeed ' Jim'

had already done, as though nothing strange had happened to

either

!

"Next morning, however, there were evident signs of mortifica-

tion taking place, and cold water through a hose was copiously

poured upon the wounds of ' Nena ' at intervals of 30 minutes

through the day, but all in vain. A consultation was called of

prosector Chapman and the keepers.

"Result.—Musket loaded and executioner appointed. Superin-

tendent objected—said the report of a musket would be injurious to

the other animals—besides it was shooting away S.3,000 ! Could

not the animal be saved 1 Otheranimals in other " Zoos" had had

false limbs made, and thus had hobbled through life ! and so the

musket was set aside, and " Nena" had a respite from death. But
'Jim' had not got over his spile yet, and the very next day after

the respite, finding ' Nena' lying up against his side of the cage,

with her tail protruding under the lower bar, he again seized that

already wounded caudal ornament between his teeth, and this

time stripped it of fur and flesh from root to point.

"Woes me now for ' Nena'—leg might be mended but tail never !

No false tail maker has yet opened shop hereabouts, and consulta-

tion No. 2 was held. ' Strychnine' was the verdict. So a basin

of water well seasoned with that delectable drug was given her, of

which, unsuspecting soul, she drank quantum suf to send her to

the immortality of tigers. In an hour from the time she drank

of the poison, her groans commenced, first loud and strong, then

weaker and weaker, and at the end of the sixth hour after she had

taken the poison, poor 'Nena,' who but for the decrees of fate

might have been the pride of the jungle, was gathered to her fath.

Itb s.

Our graces, like evergreens, grow most in the low vale of

affliction, even as the stars are most luminous and lovely when

nearest the horrizon.

" Patience is always crowned with success. This rule is without

an exception. It may not be a splendid success, but patience

never takes anything in hand that it does not succeed with in

some form."

Every parent is like a looking glass for his children to dress

themselves by. Therefore, parents should take care to keep the

glass bright and clear, not dull and spotted, as their good example

is a rich inheritance for the rising generation.

There is a native dog in Newfoundland now 16 years old. He
is gray, and his fangs have fallen out; but he is provided with a

cozy kennel and food that does not need much mastication-

Around his neck is a glazed collar bearing three medals, one of

silver and two of gold. One of the latter is from the Royal

Humane Society of England, the other is a gift from an Ameri-

can captain, and the .silver medal is from a former Mother Supe-

rior of St. Michael's Convent in St. Johns. All three testimoni-

als are in recognition of the animal's sagacity in saving lives.

The Biggest Snake Story Yet —Some time ago, says

the Owen News, Mr. Robert Williams, near this place, heard one

of his wife's ducks making a noise as if something was after it

;

he got out of hed and went to where she was, but could not see

or hear anything. He went the second time, but with the same
result. He told his wife he guessed the duck had gone crazy.

Ne.xt morning he went to where the duck was sitting upon her

eggs, under a brush-pile, and, imagine his astoni.-hmcnt. he saw a
large black snake coiled up under the duck, his snakethip having
swallowed twelve eggs. Mr. Williams cut his head off, cut him
open, took the eggs out and placed them under the duck, and
eleven of that dozen eggs hatched. Mr. Williams' word is as

good as his bond.
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Exc^jA^fjqES.

iJglr'AdvertisemL'nts midcr this liejul, of four lines, nr forty-eight words de-

Pcrlbio;; and otrering for KxcfiianiiC only, will lie allowed at tio cent?

for eaoh and every insertion. Kor every line extra 10 cents will he chiirgcd.

S^r=*''To LxcnA.vGK poa cash" or "grekmjacks," "wantku a curchaskr,''

or '•WA>TKD AN OFFER," ecc , etc., caouot under any circunistjiuce!) he admitted
to the Exrhiin^^ or Want column.

,lL:$r^Xo E.xchaiigeor Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

IfAINI IKK, B016I2, Williamsport, Pa., has Partridge Cochin Fowls
and Chicks; La Heche Cockerel, can't be heat; also Pullet, .50 L. llrahiiia

Fowls and Chick.i, Felch, Willimis & Pl.iisted stock; one Black-aiid Tan
Pup; one liiiigratrer Pup. very tine. Make ofT'TS of h. linhina lock or
Cockerel, fit to win first; Golden tehright Uautams, or any thiug that won't
GHt. Postals answered.

I. H. KOBEItTS, 4507 Huhiram Ave., Geimaniown, Pa., will

exchange for \V. C. li. Polish or Urown Leghorn chicks, a pair of fine Knglish
Ureyhouiids, thoroughbred ; full pedigree.

V. ». BAILiIDV, St. ClQirsville, Ohio, will exchange one trio White
Leghorns, for uickel-plated Kevolver, seveD-shooter. Must be good, as my
Jowls are.

IV. C. E.ATON, Newark, N. J., will exchange Lt. Br.ahmas, P.

Cochins, 1 Felch & Williams stock,) and a Graves' Incubator, lor a small Black
and Tan Dog.

O. S. RACKlrEFK, Deeriug, Me., will exchange one pair of Yellow
Wing Swallows, for a pair Ulue Barless Swallows, Red Swallow Ueu. for male.
The tiwallows are good birds. I expect the same. Postal c:i

A. V. HEL'I'Z J', 111,, S(l7 N. 2d St., St. Louis, Mo., will exchange an
Italian Grayhound dog, small and fine, one and a half years old, half brother
to " Agnes," winner Lst prize at Springfield Bench Show, for an equally good
Italian ititxrh Pup four or five mouths old, Dark Brahma Chicks, Angora or
Dutch llahbits.

F. «J. PAT'r|i;RSl>N, Portland, Me., will exchange pearl case
opera glass, in good order, that cost $; IS .00, for offers; also «-uinea Pigs.

Fiincy and Common Pigeons, at their value, for Pullets of any good breed for
laying. " Po^tals " solieiteii.

BOX 8G9, Ilockville, Conn., will exchange a C Cornet, cost S60. for a
first-class Centralfire Shot Gun. Must he in good order, as the Cornet is.

D. K. WIDMER. '13 .Mill St.Geruiaotowi
for good bred Newtnundlaiid pup, from 2 to 6 mnnti
Chickens, either lU.ck lleds. Brown Reds, or tonii

cross between Brown Bed- and Uhite Hackles. All >

Penn., will exchai g«
! old, good bred C:uiii'

that 1 have which is .1

irraiiteda8repre>enled

E. J. CRAWFOielD, Jliddlefield, Conn., will exchange 6 good
I'ullets and one Cockerel, Light Brahnias, for P. Cochins, W. or Drown Big-
horn Pullets, or for early Pullets of any breed or cro.ss.

F. M. IjOWE, Fitchburg, Ma,ss., has tor exchange Light Brahmas.
Partridge Cochins, Blnck Leghorn.-, and B. U. G. Bantams, all flrst-cla.ss birds,

some of which have taken first aud special premiums. SJake offers.

', N. Y., has 10 Tumbler Pigeons, 1 pair
mated, the rest odd and youig, six young llouen Drakes, a trio .Muscovv
Uucks, and 1 pair of Light Bralim:is, early hatch, to exchange for Brouzi
Turkeys, Fancy I'igeous, Books, or something useful that don't eat.

LOUIS B. SMI'l'H, 37.5 West Church St., Elmira, N. Y., has to
change one pair of Blue Pied Pouters, for 2 Jacohiu Cocks, 1 White an
Y'ellow; or a Blue Pied Pouter lien, a German Nun Cock, for eithe
W^hite or Y'ellow Cock

; and 1 pair White Fans, for either JUlack Jacohius,
Carriers, Turbits, or Barbs.

PHtli. M. SPRINKEK, Springfield, 111 , will exidiange one pair
of Pea-comb PartriJge C.'chin Fowls, or one Cotswold Bum Lamb, or S.oich
lloBie Pups, or Light Brahma Chicks, for White Carrier Pigeons, tianary Birds,
Terrier Pups, or Maltese Kittens.

GEO. F. SEAVE'y, Canibridgeport, Mass , will exchange the fol-

lowing Cocks for liens of the same kiiidt : Blue Carriers, Whlre, Black, iilue,

ai.d Bed Fantails, Black, Bed and Yellow Jacobins, White and I'.lue Berlin
Button he d Tumblers, lied -wing Turbits. None but first-class birds wanted

;

«EO. F. SEA't'EY, Canibridgeport, Mass., will exchanj'ffthe folio

ing liens for Cocks of same varieties : Blue-crested Fans, Bed-crested Fai
Red .Mottled Fans, Dnn-wiug Turbits. Must be flrst-class.

G. A. STOCK.WE4.Iv, Worcester, Mass., will exchange Defoe'f
Works, I TOl , SI 50; Swifts Uorks, 1 vol

, $1.50; Modern Uig.n School,
Zundel, S2; Half Hours with the Best Authors, 2 vols., Sfi ; 10 vols. Dicken.s.

and vols. Scott, at 551.50 each, for P. Rocks, Cochins, Brahmas, Leghorns,
Turkeys.

"TKOUBLE," care "Fred.," Box 508, Rochester, N. Y, wan
good Milch Cow, Horse, Real Estate, Carriage, Buggy, Cutter, llarnes:
I ffers, for Lumber Wagon, Marble-top :ouuters. Show Ca,=es, .Soda Fount
&c. Offers for pair B. cochins. Young Coon

;
2 Bitch Pointer Pups. Postai

cards? Oh ! Don't.

1. 'W. 'WOOUFORO, Vienna, Trumbull Co., Ohio, ha
first-class Bark Brahma chicks to exchnuge for B. Leghorn, Cre
ortersin Polish Chicks ; also one good Game Pit Fowl, one yea
change for P. Bock Cockerel. Postals accepted.

;of

. J". F. FERRIS, 74 Lexington Ave., New York, willexchnngeflftygnod
^Vllite I eghorn ( ockerels, value $2 to 3=5 each, and one hundred Pullets,
value *3 to iitO each, for offers of saleable merchandise. Lots of stock of
every kind to trade. No trouble to write.

A. SEEi.ER, P- fc R. Express Office, Ilarrisburg, Pa., wants to ex-
change 2 S.tter Pups (Dobs). 3 months old, bred from thoroughbred Engli>h
rretiers, for Fancy Pigeons, or offers. Satisfactory reference given to pedigree

<;. DIL.I.,E\BER<;EK <k SO^, 69 Clifford St , Providence, R.
T., will exchange Hi ti,.e I'urrets and SI Lop-caren Babbits, from imported stca-k,

for A No. 1 B B. R. Game Pullets, Warren stock, or Homing Antwerp Pigeons,
or Belgian long breed Canary Cocks, or good ^inging German Cannrj Cocks.

1,. R. SPONG, West Fairview, Pa., will exchange 1 pair Splashed
Pouters, 1 pair Blue lied Poulers,l Bine Pouter Hen, 1 pair Tumblers, 1 pair
Fantails 1 Trumpeter i ock, lot of 3-bushel Burlap Bogs, lot of Connecticut
made Ba.skets, 1 Chie.se Case, (wire sides,) 1 Tobacco Knife. 4 lbs. Pepper, 1 lb.

. loves, lot of Demijohns, all sizes, for White Leghorns, B. L's., L. B. &c.,
Turkeys, Geo-e, Ducks, Sic, &c , or anything at all.

A. E. ABBO'J'C, Kast Hampton, H.ampshire Co, Mass., will ex-
change 1 pair S. S lliimburg chicks, 1st preiniuiii ; IS S. U. Cock, thr.e
first premiums ; 1 pair G. S. Uamburg chicks, 1st premiums ; and a few cross-
bred Game Chicks, for offers.

J,\COB \j. OT'r«>, Washington St., Easton, Pa., offers the following
in exchange: 1 Houdan lien, nearly white, (Bickiiell,) 1 plain S S. Polish
Cock, 2 each G. and S. S. Hamburg Cockerels, 1 pair White Chicks, 1 pair
Golden Polish Pullets. 2 pair Ring Doves, Churchill s System Midwifery, bv
Huston. Treatise on Diphtheria, by Dr. Trail, lludolphi's Phnrniaeeulical
Directory, Segar Ligh'ing Machine, 1 new Silver-plated Call Bell, 6 new popu-
lar-ni-ike Ba,se Balls, 2 Wax Dolls, real hair and moveable eyes ; for Poultry
Bo-.'ks, Printing, Bantams, Pigeons, Games, or offers.

B. HUl,*K, Box2.3, Allentown, N. J., will exchange Fancy Pigeo
in variety, for No. 1 P. Cochin or L. Brahma Cockerels, Black African
Japan Bantams, or R. and P. Ducks ; and Kssex Pigs for Yoikshire Pigs.

T. H. IIA"VDE^', West Stafford, Ct., will exchange a few singiig
Canaries, 1 pair Ring or Turtle Doves, I B. B. U. Game Bantam Co.k, 1 I'.lai-k

Afiican ilea, for Fancy Pigeons. Write soon. Do not caie for picmium
birds.

Book ^XCHANGE.
Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, describing and

offering OXK Book for SfUe, E:cclinngp, or Wanted^ will be allowed at 10 cents
for each and every iuseriion.

AUDUBON W.\iV'rE»—Jos. M. Wa'te, R.ckville, Coi
copy of the above \Vork. Sta'e condition and lowest cash price.

WAN-rJ'.K.
1. A Treati.se on the Art of Breeding and M.anaging Tatnc, Domesticated,

and Fancy Pigeons ; bv .lohn Matthews Katon, aud published by the author, 7
Jslinglon Green, lond'on. 1832 lllustiated.

The Treatise of ISoS is not wanted.
2. A set of Six Matchless Kngraved Colored Portraits, Life Sizc.-hv "n'o'-

stenholme, viz: The Almond, Bl»ck Mottle, Red Baldhead, Yellow beaid
Tumblers, Black Carrier, ami Blue Pied Knglish Pouter.

3 A colored Diagram, -r a l Ian of RuiiLiii.g or fitting up a Pigeonary,
embellished with '1 iimlilcrs, ? uters and Carriers,

We think th-re aie sev, lal dinerent diagrams, and would like all of them,
4 A set oi six spleiM'd Lile Size engraved I'ortiaits of The lam-y Tov

Pigeons, colored, viz; The While Fantail. Yellow Jacobin, Silver Owl, Blue
luihit, Black mottled Tnin, peter, and the Black Barb.

All of above pietur. s pul.lislied by .]. M Eaton,
A li'.eral offer would be made fiir anv of the above in good order.
Am iiitormaiii.il legaidiiig.lohn Ma:lhBW Eaton's life and works would he

gratefoUj received.

WM, GARDN'KR BARTON, Salem, Ma,ss.

\y.^[jTED.
READ INSTRUCTIO

e and address of a

nd Want eolunins, w

GEO. F. SK.iVBiV. Ca.-,!l.ri ir,

R.>d Turb I Hens, Dun CiHsted Ian II, li

Hun Turbits, pair Vellow-tail Turbits, i:

Coek, Yellow and Don I eriiii Button-he.

liiips., -wants solid ll'ack and
r e: ch -olid Ve low. Blue ai d
'Jin-ldt II. ij. Dun MingTnibit

s.
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J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tmth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-

delphia, Pa., dealer iu Segars, \\'eekly l*aper8, Stationery, etc.; will also

supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

IF YOU Vt'ISH TO EXCH.\1VGE

From a spinning wheel to a. farvi out West, patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN

FANCIERS' JOURNAL!!
For twenty-five cents you can insert au " Esehaiige " or a "Want "of not

more than 48 words.

S" o cj
have something that you do not "want," offer it*' for exchange" in our
column.

TRY IT O N C K ! ! !

WM. E. FLOWKl
S[IOEMAKEllTO^^'N, PA.

LIGHT BEAHMAS,

'^i

EXCLDSIVELY.

prepared to ship Eggp from
St stock, carefully boxed, to

D B. adversement else-

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGEEE LIGHT BRAHMilS
AND

IMPORTED BL.'lCK HAMBURGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

i:ggs and chicks fur s.vlf.

WKITR for CiRCUlAR.

XHE JOUHNAl, can be had at ary news stand. Or at Schcck'f
Cigar aud Stationery Stojc, Tfuth nnd (Jallouhill streets, Philadelphia.

Price, 10 cents single copy

.

RARBIT BOOK FOR THli: IflAMT.

r'ntaining the IllSTOIiY 0^" TIIK HABIJIT from the earliest times,

llesiriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy varietief, and lul'

iJirerriniis for their selection, breeding, and n.anMgcu-ent ; the treatment of

th-'ir diseases, aud the construction of their dwellings. Sent post-paid on
receipt of 3U cents. Address

KaNOTERS' .lOnilNAL, Hartford, Conn.

JERSEY, ALDE8IEY, AND UDEESSlKOf,
now TO

Choose, Manage and Eresd to the Most Frcflt,

l]lii»tratea. Price, $1.50.

Addre.s.'i TANCIERS' JOURNAL. Hartford, Conn.
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PEOPLE WILL TALK.
You may get tlirouph the world, but 'twill be very .slow

If you listen to all that is said as you go;
You'll be worried and fretted, and kept in a stew

—

For meddlesome tongues must have something to do.

And people will talk.

If qniet and modest, you'll have it presumed
That your humble ])Osition i>< only assumed—

•

You're a wolf in sheep's elothing, or else you're a fool,

But don't get excited—keep perCecily cool

—

For people will talk.

And then, if you show the least boldness of heart,

Or a slight inclination to take your own part.

They will call you an upstart, conceited and vain,

But keep straight ahead—don't stop lo explain

—

For people will talk.

If threadbare your dress, and old-fashioned your hat
Some one will surely take notice of that.

And hint rather strong that you ciin't pay your way,
But don't get excited, whatever they say

—

For people will talk.

If your dress is in fashion, don't think to escape.

For they criticize then in a different shape:
You're ahead of your means, or your tador's unpaid.
But mind your own business—there is naught to be made-

For people will talk.

Now the best way to do is to do as you please

;

For your mind, if you have one, will then be at ease.

EUON vs. McCANN.
Mon ami Hnon, "Zoo Notes," No. 23 makes use of the follow-

ing language—the italics are mine—"To his hole in the ground
the skunk retires lohen winter sels in; he does not lay up any food,

but being in excellent condition at the time he stows himself away,

he lives on his own fat, dozes out his life till the warin sun ofsprinq

calls him forth." This language can only be made to mean that

the common skunk does this every where, and invariablij—whether
among the snows of the north, or in the warm and balmy winter

air of southern lands. In proof of his assertion in No. J7 Fan-
ciers' JoDRNAL, he quotes The American Ciic'opaidia as saying

—

"they remain in their burrows from December to the middle of

February." It will be seen that this is essentially different from
his original statement—that he "dozes out his life till the warm
sun of spring calls him forth." His authority was no doubt speak-

ing of the skunk dwelling in high northern latitudes. My friend

Huon quotes that very pleasant writer. Prof. Goodrich, as saying :

" During the winter in the cold parts of the country, these animals
keep close housed in their burrows, in a dozing, hut not torpid

state." Here again Huon has not followed his authority—what
the Prof says of the animal living in a land of ice and snow

—

mon
ami says of him every ich'^e, and thinks there would be no difference

in the habits of a skunk during the winter season in the frozen re-

gions around Hudson's Bay, and one living among the orange
bjwers of Florida, or the hills of Tennessee ! Surely there are in-

telligent readers of this JonKNAL, living in various sections of the

Union who could set this question, concerning one of our most

common animals, at rest for ever. I see no necessity of applying

to the Fnglish s.avants for information on the subject. Here in

West Virginia I know that the skunk leaves his foot-prints in the

snow, and roams through field and forest all the year. I reaffirm

that I have often seen the skunk abroad by day, and I know that

his habits are not strictly nocturnal. I repeat my former assertion

—no animal ever digs a horizontal burrow, and assert that many
do live in perpendicular ones—the crawfish being a well-known

example.

This line would represent a horizontal burrow.

Now let us look for a moment at some of the subterranean

"homes without hands," and see if they will answer to this descrip-

tion. " The burrow of the chipping squirrel is rather complicated

in structure, and is always made under the shelter of a wall, an old

tree or a bank. The hole descends almost perpendicularly for

nearly a yard, and then m.akcs several devious windings in a slight-

ly ascending direction."! Would any one think of calling this a

horizontal burrow ? AVould any one assert that the labyrinths

formed by rabbit, or prairie-dog, with rooms above rooms connec-

ted with each other by perpendiculargalleries were merely horizon-

tal tunnels'?

And again—"The burrow of the'woodchuck is rather long, run-

ning to a distance of twenty or thirty feet from the entrance, which

is almost invariably placed under the shelter of a projecting rock,

or ou the side of a hill. It descends obliquely for a few feet, and

then rises gradually toward the surface of the ground."^

Speaking of the elephant shrew, the same author says, " it forms

its home by first boring a nearly perpendicular shaft, and then

driving its burrow at an angle."^ But how does the armadillo

build his palace under the earth ? " They are mostly nocturnal

animals, concealing themselves by day, and coming out at night

in search of food. The burrows in which they live are generally

about thirteen or fourteen feet in length, descending in an abruptly

sloping direction for some three or four feet, and then taking a

sudden bend and inclining slightly upwards."* " That part of

the tunnel of the duck-bill just above the water's edge is almost

perpendicular."''

Have we found a horizontal burrow yet ?

Huon says in "Zoo Notes," No. 25, that the home of the skunk,

"which is always built with an eye to murder, consists of a hori-

zontal hole, always dug near a pond or still pool of water." In

No. 37 he ventures the opinion that "he does go near the water,

now and then." So he does when he wants a drink. I live be-

side a beautiful stream of water flowing on through meadow and

woodland, but I have never found the burrow of a skunk near it

—

they are back on the hills. The skunk is not an aquatic animal.

I wrote " that I know of no purely carnivorous mammal that hy-

bernates." I did not assert that there were none that did so.

In regard to the "offensive secretion," in Chambers' Enci/clopce-

dia, page 762, we read—"So confident does the skunk seem of the

?6, page 52. ^ ib, page 32. "
16, pageHomes Without Hands, page 50.

° (6, page 71.
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efficacy of its peculiar mode of deifense, that it permits itself to be

upproaclied till it is just on the point of being seized, which, how-

ever, is only attempted by the inexperienced, when the battery is

discharged. Dogs flee at once, and rub their noses on the ground

till they bleed." Doesn't every one know that the .skunk uses this

"oflFensive secretion," a< a means of defense t Was he ever known

to attempt any other? It may have other uses too, but the skunk

can't help that. I sec the bison defends himself from a pack of

wolves with his horns^«Y/o, I conclude they were given him for

llmt purpose, though many feebler animals have none. Would

Iluon say that they were intended only to be made into knife-han-

dles and combs'? I see a rattlesnake save its life by striking its

poisonous fangs into its assailant; I conclude that they were in-

tended not only to enable it to procure his food, but as defensive

weapons also—though I know that the black snake is without them

though he has the same enemies to contend with in the struggle for

life. James M. McCann.

[We hope our readers distributed over the States and Territo-

ries will give us the benefit of their experience with this interest-

ing (at a distance) animal, as Mr. McCann says, they could easily

settle this question of its habits.

Our own knowledge is very limited. Early in the /a^^ of 1856

while passing over a meadow a few miles north of the city of Low-

ell, Mass., in broad dayliijht we noticed a black and white animal

about ihe center of the meadow, and made for him. Pie did not

move but stood his ground .ably untill we got within about 12

vards, when we concluded that was near enough and sent a heavy

charo-e of shot through him. He dropped at the mouth of a hole.

It would have been an easy matter for liim to escape h;id he cared

to do so—but he acted as though he had "rights which we were

bound to respect."

—

Ed.]

IMPORTANCE OF SALTS IN FOOD.

Mr. Foster has made some interesting experiments on dogs

and pigeons which show that animals suffer and die when inor-

ganic salts are altogether absent from their food, although the

other nutritive constituents may be abundant. In all the ani-

mals tried, there was a condition of muscular weakness, tremor,

and general exhaustion. In the dog, the muscles of the posterior

extreiniiies, from the second week of the experiment ouward,

giadiially assumed a paralytic character, as when the function of

the spinal cord is weakened. The activity of the cerebrum was

also impaired, as was evident from the bluntness of the senses

and apathy of the animal. Later on, increased excitability often

appeared ; tlie dugs were terrified at any quick motion ; one had

a brief attack of madness, but soon crouched down, trembling

and giowling. On being taken out, it ran forward and knocked

its head violently against a wall. After the animals had been

deprived of salts for some time, the juices of the intestinal canal

either lost their digestive power or were not secreted in proper

quantity, and nutrition was thus interfered with. Death took

jjlace, however, from the alterations in the nervous system, before

there had been lime for it to occur from inanition. Tlie quantity

of salts necessary to life is smaller than is generally supposed,

but the exact amount required is still to be determined.

The experiments amount precisely to a scientific exposure of

the unnatnialness and consequent abnormality of the use of

sifted wheat-flour, the principal food of women and children, and

of too many men. The inorganic salts are almost absent from

this artificial food, the chief material weakness of modern pseudo-

civilization. Mr. Foster's experiments are coniriljuted to the

London Medical iiccord.

TiiosK writers who lie on the watch for novelty can have little

hope ot greatness; for great things cannat have escaped lormir

observation.

—

Johnson.

THE ANTS OF AFRICA.
I do not think (says a traveler) that they build a nest or home

of any kind. At any rate, they carry nothing away, but eat all

their prey on the spot. It is their habit to march throufih the

forests in a long, regular line—a line about two inches broad and

often several miles in length. All along this line are larger ants,

who act as officers, stand outside the ranks, and keep this singu-

lar army in order. If they come to a place where there are no

trees to shelter them from the sun, whose heat they cannot hear,

they immediately build underground tunnels, through which the
whole army passes in columns to the forest beyond. These tun-
nels are four or five feet underground, and are used only in the

heat of the d.ay or during a storm. When they grow hungrv,
the long file spreads itself through the forest in a front line, and
attiicks and devours all it overtakes with a fury that is quite irre-

sistible. The elephant and the gorilla fly before this attack.

The black men run for their lives. Every animal that lives in

their line of march is chased. They seem to understand and act

upon the tactics of Napoleon, and concentrate, with great speed,

their heaviest forces upon the point of attack. In an incredibly

short space of time the mouse, or dog, or leopard, or deer, is

overwhelmed, killed, eaten, and the bare skeleton only remains.

They seem to travel night and day. Many a time have I been
awakened out of sleep, and obliged to rush out of the hut and
into the water to save my life ; and, after all, suffered intolerable

agony from the bites of the advance-guard, who had got into my
clothes. When they enter a house they clear it of all living

things. Cockroaches are devoured in an instant. Kats and
mice spring round the room in vain. An overwhelming force id'

ants will kill a rat in less than a minute, in spite of the most
frantic struggles, and in less than .another minute its bones are

stripped. Every living thing in the house is devoured. They
will not touch vegetable matter. Thus they are, in reality, very
useful (as well as dangerous) to the negroes, who have their huts

cleared of all abounding vermin—such as immense cockronchea

and centipedes—at least several times a year. When on their

march the whole insect world flies before them, and I have often

had the approach of a bashikouay army heralded to me by this

means. Wherever they go they make a clean sweep—even as-

cending to the tops of the highest trees in pursuit of their prey.

Their manner of attack is an immense leap. Instantly their

strong pincers are fastened, and they only let go when the piece

gives way. At such times this little animal seems animated by a

kind of fury which ciuses it to disregard entirely its own safety

and to seek only the conquest of its prey. The bile is very pain-

ful. The negroes relate that criminals were in former times

exposed to the path of the ants as the most cruel manner of put-

ting them to death.

Otsteks.—The oyster, when spawning, does not cast its eggs

like other fish, hut dissolves, as it were, a part of its own body,

which passes off^in long, slender threads, as fine as a spider's web,

upon which are congregated millions of little eggs, not visible to

the niked eye, but which, when put under a powerful magnitying-

glass, astonishes the beholder by their number. It is estintaied

that aliout seventy per cent, of the spawn is destroyed by fish, and

about ten per cent, from other causes, leaving twenty per cent, to

find their way into market. These little seed cling to whatever .

they touch, generally old oysters; and the many little shells one

often sees clinging to large oysters are but the growth of these

seeds. When 03'sters have spawned in a clear space, and free

from fish enemies, their growth is very rapid until they attaiu the

size of a quarter of a dollar, and it is at this period of their exist-

ence that the oystermen take them for transplanting. The shells

are very thin, and the inside meat scarcely larger than a shirt-

button, and having the rest of the shell tilled with a milky fiuiii,

which in lime, forms the body of the fish. Oysters, alter they are

transphiTitcd, are, with a few exceptions, not fit to eat under three

years. It might be supposed that the oyster, with its hard shell,

was free from danger, butsuch is not the case. He has two deadly

enemies—the star-tish and the borer. The former will fasten on the

mouth of an oyster, and in a short time suck the life out of him.

The latter, with his little saw and gimlet bill, bores through his

thcll, and, once through, the oyster is soon destroyed.

—

Exchamje.
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PodLTF^Y DEp/^F^jiviEfly.

"TO THE INEXPERIENCED FANCIER."
" A m;in should learn to (Ictoct and walch ihat {rlcam of lifjht

wliic'li flushes across his mind from within, more than the Inster of

tln! firmament of hards and siiges. Yet he dismisses without

iiorice his tliou^'ht becaus it is his. In every work of genius we
reuou"ize I'ur i)\vn rejected thought ; thev conic back to us with

a (vitaiii alirriated majesty Great works of art have no more
afR'fting Ilssou fur us than this. They teach us to abide by our

spontaneous impression with good-humored inflcxibilitv most
wdien the whole cry of voices is on the other side. Else, to-

morrow a stranger will say with masterly good sense, precisely

what we have thought and felt all the time, and we shall be forced

to take witli shame our own opinion from another."

The above extract from the writings of one of America's great-

est minds is a good prescription for those persons in this world

who arc afflicted with the di.seasc of .self-depreciati''n, of a sort

of morbid modesty, of a want of confidence in the suggestions of

their own minds ; which state tends to produce a willing depend-

ence, an exaggerated receptivity in the indiviilual. I don't ihink

I would take ground aga'nst the stalement that the fruit in

people is oftenest the opposite one, that most people ha,ve too

mwli respect for their own opinion, and that simply because it

is llieh- own. If that is the truth, I do not refer to jnr.si people.

I will refer to the exceptions. I am the more willing to write

these thoughts because I do not doubt that many of the sulf-dis-

trustl'ul people possess excellent ideas, and, if they would clicr-

ish them and speak tkem, might increase their own useful

ncss without becoming too bold and overweening, as they may
dread. I request the editor to give these remarks a place in

this paper because I think they may apply to the case of indi-

viduals who might offer suggestions in matters to which this

paper is devoted, but who keep silent because they des|)ise tlicir

own "flashes," and are lighted (or fancy they are) only by the

"lustre of the firmament of the bards and sages." In plainer

English, there are multitudes wlio might give ns the benefit of

their thinking upon pigeons, fowls, pets, and the heeding of them,

would do much good, even to the professors and old heads_

I know that editors have large waste-baskets ; for many people

write for the sake of seeing in ])riut what they wrote on a sheet

of note-paper, and not because they have aught to say. I do

not wish to be the cause of burying Mr. Wade beneath a heap

of ill-spelled manuscript; nor do I say that he will not fill up his

waste-basket partly wfth these same writings. But I do say this

to you, my fellow fancier, tho' you be but a beginner: if you

have a notion pop into your head some day, hold to it, and if

you find it at all tangible, tho' you do not succeed in carrying it

out, send a word about it to The Fanciers' Johrnai,. Don't

despise your own thought because you have not yet read it writ-

ton by the "bard," Wright or Burnham, or the "sage," Eaton

or Tegetmeier. May you not have a clew which will lead another,

if not yourself, to a discovery ? Don't despise your thoughts be-

cause they are your own. I would not have the self-confident peo-

])le more self-confident. But let us get hold of what the bashful

ones think and we may get jewels. Don't go to tho ©Iher cx-

treire, and despise others' thoughts which do not chance to agree

with your own. P. B.

[We hope every reader of The Journal will give the above

careful consideration, and send their " Flashes " to the Editor of

this Journal, who will see that, no matter how cruHclv it is

written, it will be put in proper shape to be presentible to its

Readers. Ed.]

WHEREAS.
Whereas L. E. Lang had in his posscision a Partridge Cochin

pullet belonging to D. G. Eacker of Havana, N. Y., and was

stolon from his coop during the last show of the Southern Tier

Poultry Society, held in Elmira, N. Y., Jan. 5th to 8tli, 1876,

And whereas L. E. Lang refuses to appear before the Executive

Committee to answer charges preferred against him by Mr. Eack-

er, and admits that the pullet was stolen and he knew it, and knows

by whom stolen, but says he will not "squeal" on them.

Therefore, Resolned. that L. E Lang, of Elmira, N. Y., be ex-

pelled from the Southern Tier Society, and that he be debarred

from ever being an exhibitor at any future poultry show of this

society.

Resolved, that these resolutions be published in all the poultry

papers.

C, S. White, Sec. S. T. P. Soc.

Elmira, N. Y., Aug. 25th, 1876.

POSTAL CARDS ! !

!

These unique cards were invented for the accommodation of tho

public as well as to satisfy the growing demand for a cheap trans-

mission of brief messages. It is not always necessary for a person

to give the why and wherefore of advertising :
" No postal cards

answered. ' I never did so advertise but sincerely believe it to be

a safeguard against interrogative correspondents, who don't mean

business ; there are a great many cheap poultry "fanciers" in this

land ; that particular class who purchase " fancy eggs " for $1.00

per doz. and think that is " too high ;" who buy Pouters for $5 or

SIO per pair, and think MaMs awful; who can't see how people

will make such fools of themselves as to pay $20 for a pair of x-ab-

bi.s, or $25 for a young " well broken setter."

If I should say that Brahma cock cost me $50, that Setter $10'',

that pair of Pouters $75, that pair of Babbits $35, and $12 per

d^z. for the eggs from which chicks were hatched, they would

move farther and farther away, fearing me to be an inebriate or

lunatic. Now this class of human beings delight to ask questions,

and if they write you on a postal and get a postal in return, they

are so much " in," and " a penny saved is a penny gained "you

know. If it was simply (0 orc/er, I don't think very serious objec-

tions would he raised against postal cards in poultry dealings, but

when it comes to unnecessary, jjrovoking questions, then patience

ceases to be a virtue. I well remember the first time I saw this

advertisement ("no postal oards answered") of a Connecticut gen-

tleman, I thought he must be a " snob," one of your "swells," but

upon having an introduction at one of tho shows, I formed a very

different opinion.

When I receive a postal, my Postmaster presents it with a

" smile so childlike and bland " and I read the P. card :
" Please

inform me by return mail your lowest cash price for a pair of S. S.

Hamburgs 1 I want to take 1st premium at our show, and want

Standard of Excellence fowls ; state your cheapest price quick."

The next card reads thus :

—

" The setting of eggs you sent me didn't hatch well, got only 10

chicks out of 13 eggs, ain't you going to send me another set

ting 1
"

And the next card thus :

—
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" The rooster you sent me wasn't spotted according to Standard;

if'3'on ain't going to make it right I'll expose you."

It isn't very nice to liave my business ofthat nature on a postal

card for the P. M. to scan and peddle my bad luck (?) to every

loitering P. 0. individual. No sir, I don't want the patronage of

your penny men, if they can't expend six cents for informathn con-

cerning your fowls they might as well stay on the other side of the

river, and yet some who send these little missives are earnest and

sincere in the matter. I have had orders on them and sent fowls

through them, but as a general rule it don't pay, so now I use

my judgment about answering, and while some receive prompt at-

tention, others are as quickly tossed into the waste basket.

I well remember how I was "worsted" in a trade (poultry) and

to give all who might see the card the benefit of a laugh, I briefly

wrote my complaint on a card and mailed it. A few days elapsed

when I received the following, verbatim reply, ending thus :

—

"Can't you aford eny thing but postle cards 7" The P. M. must

have seen it, and reported to interested friends, much to the dis-

gust of this reliable (7) breeder, and the satisfaction of myself.

QaiLIBET.

[There is a side of this P. C question not yet touched upon by

our contributors- Many fanciers are engaged during the day for

other parties, and their correspondence passes their employers

hands. When P. C's are used they would be very likely to be

read, commented upon, and as all are not fanciers, their subject-

matter might prove a source of ridicule to the recipient. An en-

velope with a large rooster upon it is a terror to some would-be

fanciers.

Our advice is, do not use postal cards except for a brief yes or

no. The fancier using a plain return envelope is more likely to

make a customer, than one sending an illustrated one. This mat-

ter of printed envelopes is very much overdone.

—

Ed.]

MY EXPERIENCE.
" Amateur," in Vol. 2, page 691, says :

" Some say corn is not

fit to feed hens. Some say it should only be fed in small quanti-

ties; but I say let them have all they want of it, and the more

they want of it the better, in cold weather." You should have

added to such a statement, Amateur, your residence and the object

you have in keeping poultry, as a beginner, residing in a climate

differing from yours, or desiring to keep poultry for a purpose

other than yours, or keeping a bird differing from those you fancy,

taking your experience as advice, mi;;ht follow it and be the loser.

For in nothing is the old adage " What is one's meat, is another's

poison," more applicable than in poultry. The feeding of corn

depends 1st, upon the kind of fowl kept; 2d, upon the season of

the year and the changes of temperature to be endured ; 3d, upon

what the birds are kept for.

My ideas are not obtained alone from reading, very far from it.

From the very beginning I have kept a record of my day's doing,

and looking back, by being able to balance effect by cause, I have

found the bottom of what others have seen but the surface. Now
/ don't approve offeeding corn the year round. Corn, if it be broken,

is very good for a feed once a day during cold weather ; but as

egg food, or for keeping a fowl in condition and in plumage it has

not the material in its component parts.

One rule will not apply to the feeding of all kinds of poultry,

because what would produce eggs in the nervous, active birds,

would produce fat in the Asiatics, rendering them useless.

It is this trying to care for all by one rule that has brought into

saying, " the big birds eat the most, and make the least return." It

may be true that they will eat the most, if they can get it, but actual

experiment has proven to me that an Asiatic is profitable on less

than would keep one of the smaller kinds in condition.

As to climate, observation and experiment have also proven to

me that poultry in the Southern States and California can bear

difl'erent treatment from those having to endure the changes of

season in the Eastern and Middle States. I think the feeding of

corn during the heat of summer is one cause of the dreaded

chicken cholera. Corn is heating and hard to digest. During
the heated term, the system of a bird is wholly relaxed, digestion

is very slow. I think the corn produces a fermentation that

poisons the blood. Nor is this thought alone, it is the result of

careful study, comparison and experiment.

In the extreme west and south, where, though warmer, the

temperature is more equable, birds keep their tone, and corn could

be given the year round, and prove neithe ealthy nor profit-

able.

My way of feeding my poultry is the result of much experi-

menting. My object has been to obtain the greatest amount of

good for the least expenditure of time and money. In my poultry

house are two bins ; one sufficiently large to hold the wheat for at

least a winter's use. The other smaller, and used for a mixture of

bran, middlings, coarse oatmeal, and during the winter, corn meal.

To this second bin I add one-half ounce of best cayenne pepper to

every 100 pounds of meal.

I feed but twice a day excepting when the birds are confined

indoors by winter storms, then I add a noonday meal of cracked

corn, whereas always at night I feed only wheat, and that

neither screenings nor damaged grain, but good clean wheat. On
the back of the kitchen stove is always a kettle, which my wife

calls the " stock-pot." It is washed out every day, and so keeps

perfectly clean and sweet. It has a tightly fitting cover of tin,

made on purpose, with one half so it can be raised with a hinge

—

so it can be opened readily, yet the cover taken off easily, and still

the aroma be prevented from passing off with the steam.

Into this kettle all the scrapings of the plates are put, also the

potato parings and the waste of vegetables. Into it the water

from the boiling potatoes and vegetables is drained. All the odd

bits and bones that would otherwise be thrown to the dog, cat, or

left to attract rats, find there a place. Leavings of milk, in fact

everything eatable that would otherwise be thrown away goes

there. If odd bits of meat and bones are not plenty, the order

to the butcher includes a few cent's worth of waste meat or a

sheep's pluck. As I said before, the kettle is on the stove all

day, and after dinner, if it is not already full, boiling water is

added to bring the contents within two inches of the top. Of

course by night the " soup " is thoroughly cooked. When the

fire is made in the morning the kettle is put over the blaze and

its contents very soon are scalding hot. I then empty it upon a

pan of the mixed meal I brought in the last thing at night, mix

thoroughly and take to my chickens, dogs, and cat for their break-

fast.

I have certain places in each run where I feed in the moniing,

and once a week I make upon those places, bonfires into which I

rake the bones that have accumulated through the week, adding

a few oyster shells, thus removing the litter, and furnishing

charcoal, calcareous matter and ashes to my poultry. It is curious

how little will be left of the ashes, after the birds have rolled in

and picked them over. As soon as I have emptied the kettle it

is washed, and with a little water in, aga'n put upon the stove,

ready for the scraps that might come with the getting of break-

fast. To be sure this looks like a little trouble, but it is like

everything else there is system to ; working by rule it all comes

in right and easy.

A neighbor of mine was troubled very much by feather-eating

fowls. He says he found his remedy in pounded borax, which

he discovered by a mere accident. He had been pounding

some borax in a wooden box, and leaving it for a few moments he

found his Black Leghorns eating it greedily. Afterwards, seeing

it did them no harm, he furnished it to them, and very soon after
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fcatlier-enting ceased encirely. Query, what did the buds find in

the borax that satisfied the craving that they had had before for

the leathers or Ijlood ? You've noted a great many remedies in

your paper for vermin, but I liavc not seen a meniion of carbolic

powder. I have used it and found it perfect as both disinfectant

and vermin exterminator. I merely dust it through the feathers

of a bird, using a common flour dredge. With that so applied,

with coal oil used freely over the roosts, by burning out the

nests of sitting hens after each hatching, by whitewashing twice

in the twelve months, and making a smudge once, I have kept

my premises perfectly free from vermin of all sorts.

You ste I make a business of this my pleasure. I introduce

regularity, economy, and eleanlines.s. Were it not play it would

be termed work. But profitable play I have found it. Play to

my mind in affording relief from the cares of business ; and

profitable from the well-filled credit side of my poultry account.

The Journal has seemed to me a sort of lyceum where we

could give each other our views and experiences, and make com-

ments as well, not in a quarrelsome or selfsufficient way, but

with ihe desire to enlarge our knowledge. As at the Farmers'

Club, no one should hesitate to express an [opinion, so, brother

fanciers, use pen and ink freely ; always giving speaker Wade
the privilege of bringing down the gavel when we get long

winded, or to speak more correctly, to use the manipulator when

we are too long drawn out. And yet don't be ie;)/ down. Come

to the surface every chance you can get. You will wonder at the

extent of your experience if you once begin to tell it. Try and

see. Eliphalet Stowell.

don't use any Standard, In Mr. Videtie's dainty pursuit of knowl-

edge, and his exultation over the discovery of facts which ought to

lie part of the practical knowledge of any one who has bred Light

Brahmas two or three seasons, pausing over and deliberating upon

the items of information, which he " likes or does not like," he

forcibly reminds us of the old fable of the ass betwixt the two

bundles of hay. As to the ultimate destiny of said ass, and all

asses similarly situated, he will undoubtedly through the columns

of the Bulletin, seek the information of Mr. James Best, and Mr.

James Best being the best known expounder of such problems,

will probably afford the information to the best of his ability.

But as a subscriber to the Bulletin we heieby respeci fully request

of the editor thereof, that these innocent questions and answers of

Mr. Vidctte, and Mr. James Best, concerning Light Brahmas, be

conducted by private correspondence, or, at least, that a sort of

Primary Department be established in the Bulletin, say opposite

one of the pages devoted wholly to cuts, where these two gentle-

men while ventilating themselves, each for the other, may at the

same time be amused by the pictures.

Young Breeder.

SUNDAY IN THE BACKYARD.
No boy to-day to feed chickens. He is busy now with his

Sunday-school lesson and teacher. One of these days he will be

older and tougher; then he won't be frightened at going up stairs

in the dark, but will " lie around loose " during the sunlight of the

Sabbath, and visit the teacher in the evening. It's a labor of love

to care for the birds one whole day in the week. Even Brahmas

get surfeited with what we consider the choicest of offerings, and

march off for their dessert, consisting of worms and other myste-

rious, delicious morsels, which their sharp eyes discover but ours

do not. Wish some good souled fancier would come around to-

day and talk chicken. Is it not a hardship to show people fowls

who do not pretend to know one variety from another, and after

" trotting out " your best bird {an old prize-winning veteran,) to

have them ask, " What breed it is ?
" This fever is a queer one.

Why is it that one fancier likes Brahmas, another Cochins,

another Games, another Bantams, &c. ? and each seems to take

little interest in any except his favorites. You are correct. Unicorn,

each fancier should not abuse his brother's favorites. But what's

a fellow to do, if his toes are trodden upon ? We feel. Unicorn,

that you are one of the right sort, and we would be much pleased

to make your personal acquaintance. There's Vidette—he's a

trifle on his high-heeled boots. The word " endwise " seems to

stick endways in his own crop, where it must have originated, as it

cannot be found in our article in The Journal or the same copied

in the Bulletin, which leads us to soothingly enquire, does not

Mr. Videlte sometimes "go off at half-cock! " Then, too, having

possessed himself of a couple of hairs, (probably trophies from

his boarding-house hash) he with knife (and fork) brandished

aloft, boldly proclaims himself a, scalper, terrible to be encountered.

Let us suggest to Mr. Vidette not to " buy " this season, but to

wait a couple of years and at the end of that time, if he has ac-

cumulated knowledge of the Brahma, as he seems to have done

this year, it may be time then to " buy," and if the breeder who
sells, mates them up well, and the eggs hatch, and the boy feeds

'era, and the rats don't catch 'em, he may, perhaps, produce some

chicks fit to be shown somewhere back in the country where they

MORE POSTAL CARDS.

Yes, let us have them by the hundred and we have the satisfac-

tion of knowing that at most we can be only one dollar out on

each hundred. Why, my dear reader of The Fanxiers' Journal,

I have been guilty (?) of using a P. C, on which to give the price

of a trio of my fowls, even rfter my correspondent had enclosed

a three cent stamp to me for an answer; he found no fault with

the P. C, nor with his trade after being effected through their

medium. I received a letter to-night from " Way down in Ala-

bama," and the writer uses these words :
" Please give Fanciers'

Journal notice of our trade and hit Young Breeder a lick or

two about postal cards. We made a trade through the medium

of P. cards, did'nt we ?" Yes Mr. Editor we did, and through

the met'ium of the exchange column in F. Journal, too. I saw

his offer to exchange and sent a postal card, and he, like a gentle-

man, answered it, and to-night he is glad he did. Just think

what " good times are coming," a gentleman fancier, away down

in Alabama, who of course takes The Fanciers' Journal,

offers an exchange, and for 25 cents, plus two postal cards, total

27 cents, he makes a trade with another fancier away up in the

corner state (Maine), and he would not give up his trade for the

price of subscription to F. J. for three years.

P. C. Ard.

ERIE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

List of premiums awarded at the above show, held at the Ham-

buig Driving Park, Hamburg, N. Y., September 12th, 13th, 14th,

15th, 1876:

Class 19

—

Poultry.

Brahmas. Light—Chicks, 1st, J. R. Elliot, East Hamburg;
fowls, 2d, C. B. Paxson, Eden.

Cochins. Buff—Fowls, 2d, A. D. Ellis, E. Hamburg. Par-

(rijge—Fowls 2d, Milo Canfield, Eden. White—Fowls, 2d, Fay-

ette Reed, Evans.
Dorkinys. Silver Gray—Fowls, 1st, William W. Wood, North

Collins. White—Fowls, 1st, William W. Wood.
Black. Spanish. Fowls, 2d, William W. Wood.
Leghorns. White—Fowls, 1st, Milo Canfield. Brown—Fowls,

2d, Milo Canfield.

P. Rocks.— Chicks, 1st, Milo Canfield; 2d, Fayette Reed.

Houdans. Fowls, 1st, W. W. Wood ; 2d, A. D. Ellis.

Polish. W. C. Black—Fowls, 2d, W. W- Wood. White-
Fowls, 2d, W. W. Wood. Golden—Fowls, 2d, Milo Canfield.

Games. B. R.—Fowls, 2d, W. W. Wood. Duck Wings-
Fowls, 2d, W. W. Wood. Blue Pile—Fowls, 2d, W. W. Wood.

Sumatra—Fowls, 1st, W. W. Wood. Brown Red—Fowls, 2d,

Fayette Reed.
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G. Bantams. B. B. R.—Fowls, 2d, W. W. Wood.
Turkeys. Bronze—1st, C. B. Paxson. Grey—2d, C. B. Pax-

son. Black—2d, C. B. Paxson.
Guineas. Pearl-2d, J. P. Elliot.

Pea Fowls. 1st, G. H. Addinffton, Aurora.
Geese. Wild— 1st, C. B. Paxson. White China— 1st, W. W.

Wood ; 2d, Milo Canfiekl. Mongrel—1st, Wm. Clancy, West
Seneca; 2d, C. B. Paxson.

Ducks. Rouen—1st, Milo Canfield ; 2d, W. W. Wood. Avles-

bury—1st, Milo Canfield; 2d, W. W. Wood. Pekin—1st, G"ard-

ner & Williams, E. Hamburo; ; 2d, Milo Canfield. Cayuga,
Bl'k.— 1st, W. W. Wood; 2d, C. Paxson. Top-knots— 1st, W.
F. Sykes, Evans; 2d, C. B Paxson. Muscovy—1st, Fayette

Reed" ; 2d, Emily Pickert, Buffalo. Mongrel—2d, W. Abbott,

Concord.
Piaeon. Pouters—1st, W. P. Hewson, West Seneca; 2d, God-

frey Heiser, Hamburg. Tumblers—1st, W. P. Hewson.
Colhclion. Pouters—1st, Henry Prion, Hamburg. Tumblers

—1st, W. P. Hewson.

THE WASHINGTON COUNTY FAIR.
The second annual exhibition took place [at Kingston, R. I.

Sept. 12th, 1.3th a'.id 14th, 1876. The show of poultry was very

good considering the time of the year.

The list of awards on poultry is as follows.

Asiatics. Light Brahmas—Fowls, Ist to E. C. Tefft of Wake-
field, R. I.; 2d to Geo. L. Stillman, of Westerly, P. I. Chicks,

1st to Geo. Easterhrooks ; 2d to E. C. Tefft.
" Dark Brahmas,

Fowls, 1st to E. C. Tefft; 2d to J. H. Caswell. Chicks, 1st to

E. C. Tuft'i, 2d to same. Partridge Cochin fowls, 1st to C. W.
Wilcox ; 2d to S. A. Caswell. Chicks, 1st to S. A. Caswell ; 2d,

.Julius Burdick. Bl'k Cochin fowls, 1st tq D. A. Segar. Buff
Cochin fowls, 1st to S. J. Champlin. Chicks, 1st to J. H.Cas-
well.

Hamburys. Silver Spangled fowls—1st and 2d to J. H. Palmer.
Chicks, 1st and 2d to Gei. L. Stillman. Bl'k H. chicks, Ist and
2d to G. L. Stillman.

French. Houdan fowl.s—1st and 2d to C. W. Wilcox. Chicks,

1st and 2d to N. C. Armstrong. La Fl^che chicks, 1st to M. L
Rodman.

Spanish. White Leffhorn fowls—1st to E. A. Kenyon ; 2d to

H. G. Peckham. Chicks, 1st to W. H. Okell ; 2d to L. J. Ar-
nold. Brown Leghorn fowls, 1st and 2d to W. S. Holland.
Chicks, 1st to W. S. Holland ; 2d to W. H. Okell.

Polish. Silver Spangled fowLs—1st to D. A. Segar. Golden
Spangled, 1st and 2d for fowls, and 1st for chicks to Elmer E.
Pollock.

Game. B. B. R. fowls—2d to P. E. Browning, and 1st for

chicks to same. B. B. Bantam fowls, 1st to W. S. Holland ; 2d
to D. H. Brown. Chicks, 1st and 2d to same. Mexican Gray
chicks, 1st to D. A. Segar. Sebright Bantam fowls, 2d to J. P.
Brayman. Plymouth Rock chicks, 1st and 2d, J. B. Brayman.
American Dominique fowls, 2d to W. H. Partlow, and Istand 2d
for chicks to same.

Turkeys. AVhite—2d to N. F. Dixon. Grade, 1st to J. Haz-
zard, 2d to William Marchant.

Ducks. Aylesbury— l.st to P. A. Sucker. Rouen, 2d to H. H.
Clarke. Pekin, 1st to E. B. Pendleton; 2d to J.D.Cranston.
Cayuga, 1st to L. A. Knowles.

Geese. Hong Kong—2d to J. S. Perkins. Wild, 1st and 2d to J.

M. Taylor. Breman, 1st to Wm. Marchant.
Pen'Fowls— 1st to B. B Moore; 2d to W. H. Rose.
Guinea Fowls.— 1st to B. B. Moore.
Best display pigeons to W. H. Okell.

" GAME COCK."
In No. 38 of the Journal, " Greenhorn " asks "what we are to

understand by the term ' Game Cock.'
"

On page 279 of Wright's new work, there is a good definition of

the word "game." I reproduce it for the benefit of "Green-

horn"

"In familiar speech we use the word to express all that we are

able to conceive of a dogged courage, brutal it may be, but which

can not fail, no matter what the hopeless odds against it, or the

suffering to be endured."

It naturally follows that a " Game" Cock is a cock possessed of

this quality, in short a bird that will suffer death rather than yield

to his opponent. J.

PiqEOj^ DEpy^F^JJVIEfJJ.

PIGEONS.
Happening lately to become the possessor of an English work,

by Bonnington Mowbray, Esq., published in 1834, we propose

to give to our readers the chapter upon pigeons, as the ideas of a

very practical fancier forty-two years ago. He says :
" The

pigeon is recordf d as one of the most ancient inhabitants of all

climates, excepting those in the vicinity of the poles ; it prospers

abundantly in temperate regions, but in a still higher degree

under the burning sun of the tropics, no heat being too ardent

for its natural constitution. The wild pigeons of cold countries

are said to emigrate towards the south on the approach of the

winter. Pigeons exhibit a satisfactory proof of the superiority of

the civilized over the savage or mere natural state, in their mul-

titudinous increase and endless varieties, in a state of domestica-

tion, under the fostering care and all-subduing art of man.

From their peculiar beauty and innocence, they have always

ranked among the chief feathered favorites of mankind ; and in

the eastern countries the dove has ever been a great object of

veneration, as an emblem of something divine.

But to proceed to a far more material point, the national

PEOFIT of encouraging the breed of pigeons to any great extent,

has long been the subject of much dispute.

Mr. Duhamel, the apologist of these beautiful favoi'ites, I ap-

prehend, has not been a successful advocate. He avers that

pigeons do not feed upon green corn, that their bills have not

sufficient power to dig for seeds in the earth, and that they only

pick up scattered grains which would else be wasted, or be-

come the prey of other birds. From the season of the corn

appearing, he says, pigeons subsist upon the seeds of weeds, the

multiplication of which they must, in consequence, greatly pre-

vent.

Another writer has of late introduced a story of the farmers in

a certain district in England, who, finding their corn and pulse

crops greatly reduced, attributed it to the vast quantity of pigeons

kept among them, which, on such account by a general resolu-

tion, they agreed to destroy.

A few seasons aftcrwai'ds, it seems, they found their land so

exhausted, and their crops to eaten up by weeds, that they came

to a general wish for their pigeons back again. Now this is

either a lame story or the farmers implicated were very lame

farmers, as being ignorant how to weed their land, without the

assistance of instruments, the use of which must cost them so

considerable a part of their crops. Last year a farmer in Ke})t

shot a wood pigeon, from the ci-op of which he extracted 926

grains of wheat, which he sowed and obtained from them a har-

vest of one gallon three quarts of fine wheat.

* * * * * . * -X- * *

Pigeons often fly to a great distance for their food, and when

they can find corn to eat, seldom prey upon anything else. They

begin to eat corn about the middle of July, and rarely want ihe

same food at the stacks in the straw yards, or in the fields, until



October 23, 1876. 'r H E FANCIERS' JOURNAL. 491

the end of barley sowing, whicli is about old Mayday, and which

includes a period of two hundred and eighty days, or better than

three quarters of a year; the rest of the time ihey live upon the

seeds of the weeds and bentings. It is stated that in England

and Wales there are twenty thousand dove houses, averaging at

least about one hundred pairs of old pigeons. Wo will take this

estimation at three-fourths which will equal one million, one

hundred and' twenty five thousand pair of dove houses in England

and Wales. These, to speak moderately, will consume with

what they carry home to their young, one pint of corn per pair

daily, and which, for 140 days, being half the period they are

supposed to subsist upon corn, amounts to 1.'57,500,000 pints of

coru consunicil annually, throughout England and Wales.»*«»» ****
BufFon enumerates upwards of thirty varieties of tlie pigeon,

which, according to his usual sj'steinatic plan, its convenience

bein^' perhaps more obvious than its accuracy, he derives from

one root, namely, the stock dove, or common white pigeon.

All the varieties of color and form which we witness, he attri-

butes to human contrivance and fancy. There exists, neverthe-

less, essential specific differences in these birds, which seem rather

attriliutable to the nature of the region, soil or climate, to which

they are indigenous, than to the art of man.

The stock dove or original of the pigeon genus, in'its natural

or wild state, is thus described ; of a deep blue and ash color,

the breast darkened with a fine changeable green and purple

;

the sides of the neck of a reddish gold color ; its wings marked

with two black bars, one on the quill fe.ithers, and the other on

the covert ; the back white, and the tail barred near the end with

black.

The Ring dove is yet held by naturalists to be distinct from

the stock dove, and it would seem that the turtle dove is equally

so from both. In this country, the blue dove house pigeon

is the most common and the only wild species are the ring

doves, or wood pigeons, and the turtle doves, which are to be

found in all parts of South Britain, breeding through the spring

and summer, and retiring to the deepest recesses of the woods in

the winter, whence, probably, the turtle dove has been supposed

to emigrate. I am assured by a Spanish gentleman that in Bar

bary they have pigeons equal in size to fowls, but incapable of

flight. On the domain of Warwick castle, there is, perhaps, a

greater number of turtle doves, than in any othei' part of Britain.

They abound in multitudes through the woods and plantations

(1829), flying in pairs, and lighting on the turrets of the castle.

Their loud and mournful cooing is heard on the road at a con-

siderable distance. Much pains have been taken hitherto to

reduce their numbers.
{To be contintifd.)

A Monkey's Hodsekeeping.—I was making cake one day,

preparing for company, and the monkey followed me into the

pantry and watched everything I did. Unfortunately, dinner

was announced in the midst of my work, and I left it, makin

him go out, too, rather against his will. I knew him too well to

trust him in the pantry alone. After dinner I return' d to my
cookery. Having carefully locked the door, I was surprised to

see my pet there before me. His attitude was ominous ; he on

the top of the barrel two-thirds full of flour, and busily occupied.

He had got hold of my e<;g box, broken two or three dozen,

smashing them into the flour barrel, with all the sugar within
reach. These he was vigorously beating into the flour, shells

and all, stopping uow and then to take a taste, with a coun5
tenance as grave as a ju<lge's. In my dismay and grief I did

not scold hilt
;
yet, to see my materials so used up, and we living

in the country, and guests coming ! He had the most satisfied

air, as if he meant, "Look! the main operations of the party
are now over." I had forgotten the broken pane of glass in the

window.

—

Anonymous.

TURBITS.

In looking over the back numbers of the defunct English Poultry

Review, we find the following in reference to our favorite pigeon,

the Turhit. It is from the pen of 0. E. Cresswell, who evidently

is no novice with this variety

:

" The first point of form to which one looks in a Turbit is the

head, which may be either plain, peaked, or shell-crested. The

plain headed variety is the rarest in my opinion, but attractive.

The heads of all three varieties should be round, very broad and

high over the eye, with short face and short beak. In the best

birds the "gullet," a kind of dewlap, reaches from below the

1
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beak to the throat ; this increases with age, and is at present little

developed in the bird engraved. Shell-crested tiirds seldom have

it in perfection. Of whichever type of head a bird may be, it

should be distinctly of that type. Birds are often seen peak-

headed and partially shell-crested, and are very ugly ; an intend-

ing purchaser should look out for this, as such birds are frequently

plucked in the crest and made to appear peak-headed. The peak

should be a neat and straight point, rising from the back of the

head ; for my own part I prefer it set on high, so that from the

top of the head there is an almost unbroken line to the top of the

peak ; the breadth of the skull is then well shown off; some good

judges prefer the peak set on low, thus showing the roundness of

head. The shell too, composed of curling feathers, running evenly

round the back of the head, may be set on higher or lower, ac-

cording to the taste of the fancier. The next great distinctive

point is the " frill " or " purle " (as the old fanciers call it), a line

of feathers down the breast, standing out well ; in some of the

best birds it is double, i.e., turns out both ways, but this is not

essential. Color comes next, which, of course, is a matter of

taste, as long as the bird has no foul feathers, and the color is in

itself clear and bright. The shoulders alone must be colored,

black, red, yellow, blue, or silver, all the rest of the plumage

pure white; the thighs are a difficulty and will frequently show
some color, especially in blues; perfect birds have none, but they

being rare creatures, a small amount is often overlooked, when
not obtrusive to the eye, from the great difficulty of breedinj;

otherwise perfect birds with clear thighs. The under part of the

shoulder, when the wing is closed, frequently shows some white
;

this is a great disfigurement and must be avoided in breeding

stock. The production of color in breeding is somewhat uncer-

tain unless the pedigree of each bird is known ; reds will produce

yellows and vice versa ; red blood will improve the color of yel-

lows, and black of reds ; a blue or silver, paired with a red or

yellow will generally produce a kind of silver dun with red bars.

l?ure white Turbits are very beautiful, and occasionally met with.

In all its types and colors, when good of their kind, the variety is

a most attractive one, and a fine collection of birds of all the

colors, well blended, is a most lovely sight."
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJVT.
THE SHOW SEASON.

Already most of the poultry and pet-stock associations have

sent the notices of their shows to the press, and in several in-

stances the lists of prize awards have been made public. The

Centennial will open the ball, and the Canadian show of Ontario

will close the season.

The executives of the different societies have very much to con-

sider in making their arrangements. Those experienced will

profit by the failures, mistakes and wants developed by past exhi-

bitions, to make the coming shows excellent. Of tl.is we have

no doubt, as it is conceded even by those who have suffered most

severely by the errors and mismanagement, that the intentions of

the managers were honorable, and the mistakes were either the

result of inexperience or the desire to overdo, or rather oiiido

what had been done.

Our columns have already contained much upon prize awards,

and may contain more. Our purpose now is to consider the show

business generally. Why are these shows held f What are the

ends the different associations have in view ? What means are to

be considered as conducing to those ends ? And whose opiiions

should have most weight in the executive committees' decisions'?

are the questions to be answered.

The first reason for holding these shows seems to be the same

for which our Centennial Exhibition has been held; to show to

what perfection scientific breeding may attain, to show what pro-

gress has been made, also to show the world at large the magni-

tude of the fancier's operations, and by proving him a public

benefactor remove the opprobium which as " hen man," "chicken

man," "fancy farmer," and the like, has often clung to him.

Second, the show-room is a sort of sample room, where by com-

paring the different varieties, their size, shape, and color, and

learning their general characteristics the tyro can procure such as

suit the purpose he has in view. Then, too, the careful fancier

having in his mind certain points he wishes to carry out in the

next breeding season, knowing the stock he has and what he

wants to obtain, to carry out to the desired end, by observation

and study of the different specimens before him, he can get to-

gether exactly the material he requires, and which otherwise

could only be obtained through wearisome travel or extensive

correspondence, and then might only result in failure and disap-

pointment.

Then, too, tlie exhibitors have their interest, they have birds to

sell, and they wish also to sell eggs of birds they wish to keep, so

the shows prove to be for them grand advertisements for which

they pay with their entry fees. Their first return being the gain-

ing of the prizes oft'ered, and second the notoriety their fowls get

by having entered into the competition.

The competing for, and giving of, the prizes is in reality the

least of the objects served. Now (;omes the question, if prize

giving and gaining be the least, do the executives do right in

withholding the names of owners from the coops' But upon

this subject our ideas are well known, having been clearly ex-

pressed in tlie past.

In every business in life there are to be found fault-finders, like

the parasites that science has proven to exist upon every living

thing. Nothing is right to them which does not move in the orbit

of which they are the grand cen ter. Now is it right to set aside,

to hinder, the principal workings of the shows for such as these '!

If the associations procure men of known verity as judges, and if

they place upon eacli coop the record of the judges' work, the

points each portion of the bird scores, and their sum total, so if

the amount be questioned it can be proved, have not the associa-

tions done their duty ?

Our "instructions to" associations would be simple in the

extreme : Look carefully into the reasons for which your show is

to be held, then make your arrangements to carry these reasons to

the full. Let the interest of the multitude rule you, and, feeling

you are right, do not yield an atom to the spirit of fault finding

or jealousy. " Be sure you are right, then go ahead."

We are advised by Mr. Phil. M. Springer, of the offering of a

premium of SlOO, by the American Berkshire Association, for

the best approved Essay on the Diseases of Swine, their Causes,

Preventives, and Remedies. Said essay to be practical and ex-

haustive. The competing essays to be forwarded to the office of

the Association at Springfield, 111., on or before the 1st of Janu-

ary, 1877. The award will be made and the money paid at the

annual meeting in February following. All competing essays

will be tlie property of the Association.

Competition is invited from all practical men who have given

attention to the diseases to wliich Swine are subject. Prof. Law
of Cornell University, N. Y. ; Prof. Smith of Toronto Veteri-

nary College, Canada; Hon. T. C. Jones of the "National Live

Stock Journal," and E. G. Bedford, Esq., of Kentucky, have

kindly consented to act as the Awarding Committee.

CARDS AND CATALOGUES RECEIVED.

Prize List and rules of the Ind. Annual Exhibition of the Indiana
Poultry Association. Wm. H. Fry, Sec'y, Indianapohs.

0. E. L. Hayward, Peterboro, N. H. " Has improved poultry

of all kinds."

A. W. Austin, Norwalk, Ct. Makes a specialty of White Leg-
liDrns.

Geo. P. Jasper, Quincy, 111. Has Lt. Brahmas, and B. B. R. G.

Bantams.

Wm. H. Fry, 20 Maryland St., Indianapolis, Ind. HasLt. Brah-

mas, White Cochins, Bronze Turkeys, two kinds of Game Ban-
tams, also fancy pigeons.

Notice W. Piedrit's advertisement of pigeons.

Editor Fanciers' Journal:

At a meeting of the Directors of the Maine Poultry Associa-

tion held this day, after discussion as to annual exhibitions, it was

voted that the exhibition proposed to be held in Portland in Jan.,

1877, be indefinitely postponed.
Fred. Fox, Secretary,

Portland, Oct. 6, 1876.
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WEEKLY GOSSIP.
CnntTibntiona to this department resjtert/uUy solicitedfrom alt.

THE SHIP.

The Wind cries out to the Waters :

" However this tiling liegnn,

I do not l<now.

But I find it so

—

We are but ihe slavea of Men.

"The pijimy builds him a monster
By the might of his puny hand;

It carries things

Like a sea gull's wiugs
;

He rides it from the land.

" He catches my breath to v;aft him
As he dances over your wa\ es;

The wounds yo u feel

Of the mighty keel

—

And the Wuid and Sea are slaves."

Harper's Weekly.

—Odds and Ends.—Pay down and you will never be dunned
to pay up.

—In 1P68 Seth Green hitched shad in a common salt box, in

General Spinner's office in Washington, and also in the Capitol.

They were the first shad ever hatched indoors. Mr. Green discov-

ered the principle in the previous year.

—Something similar to the meat showers of Kentucky are the

worm showers in Norway. The .\]urije»hlad of Christiana states

that this singular phenomenon was observed there after a recent

violent storm, a number of worms were found crawling ou the

snow, and it was impossible to find any crevices in th'e ground
from which they mijht have crept out, as the earth was frozen.

The explanation of the Kentucky meat shower as of the presence

of the worms is the same. Both the frogs or hzards were lifted up
by wind-storms, having their centers in distant localities, carried

up in the air, and dropped again in other places.

—Blue Lobster.—A few days ago Robt. T. Morris, of New
Ilavca, received a lobster the qo\&c of which was a beautiful sky-
blue with the usual markings a shade or two darker on the bai'k.

The under sides of the large claws were creamy white. He killed

it, and before it had time to assume the red color which appears
soon after death, had taken out all the fleshy parts. Mounting it

and drying quickly he succeeded in preserving the blue color

with the exception of slight fading. Only one fisherman had
ever seen a similar variety, which is in the nature of an albino.

—At a meeting of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, in Calcutta,
says Chambers' Juuriial, a piece of telegraph cable was exhibited,
showing that the India rubber covering had been pierced by
grass. The piercing was so complete, and the contact of the
grass with the copper ore so perfect, that "tiead earth," as it is

technically called, was produced and the efficiency of the cable
destroyed. The species of the grass, owing to its dried-up condi-
tion, could not be determined. It was suggested as a probable
explanation "that the seeds had become attached to the core when
under water, and had afterwards germinated when the core was
stored."

—Now at Woodward's Gardens at San Francisco is to be seen
a rattlesnake, which is said to be one of the largest ever captured
on this continent. It measures a little short of five feet in length,
and in its thickest part is eight inches in circumference. It is pos-
sessed of forty-two rattles, and shows evidence of having lost two
others. As rattlesnakes are two years old before they bear their
first rattle, this reptile is consequently forty-six years of age. It

was ciiptured on the 12th day of April, 1875, on Eel River, Men-
iloeino County, by W. II. Johnson, while prospecting for quick-
silver. It was dug out of a crevice in the rock far below the sur-

face, in which it had evidently been imprisoned for a considerable
length of time. Its present owner informs ns that his snakeship
is led but once in six weeks, and evidently thrives on such diet-

—A South American Plant.—The plant from which the
cuca leaves are olt lined thrives best in the elevated forests of the
Andes. In time it is covered with delicate white flowers, which
are succeeded by red berries. The leaves can be stripped from
the plant three times a year, and thoroughly dried. When the
packages of cuca are opened they emit a powerful tea like odor.
Mr. Christison has tried the effects of the leaves upon himself.

lie has taken long and fatiguing walks, living at the same time
after his usual manner ; then he has repeated the walks for even
greater distances, and, when overcome with fatigue, at some erst-

ing place he has chewed thoroughly and swallowed eighty grains
of the ciica. No real eft'ect was observed until he went out of
doors and resumed his rapid walking ; then all sense of weari-
ness disappeared, and he could walk not only with ease but with
elasticity. At the end of the walk the pulse was ninety, and in
two hours fell to seventy-two. At dinner time there was neither
feeling of hunger nor thirst after abstaining from food for nine
hours, but upon dinner appearing ample justice was done to the
meal. No unpleasant effects were felt the next day. Mr. Dow-
deswell, in an article in the London Lancet, has the same idea as

to the great and wonderful power of endurance gained by its use,

—Intelligence of Ants.—Referring to the singular sagaci-
ty of these little creatures, a story is told of Huber, the younger,
who one day took an ant's nest to populate one of those glass con-
trivances which he used for making bis observations, and which
consisted of a sort of glass bell placed over the nest. Ho set at lib-

erty one part of the ants, which fixed themselves at the foot of a
neighboring chestnut tree. The rest were kept during four months
in the apparatus, and at the end of this time Huber moved the
whole into the garden, and a few ants managed to escape. Hav-
ing met their old companions, who still lived at the foot of the
chestnut tree, they recognized them. They were seen, in fact, all

of them, to gesticulate, to caress each other mutually with their

antennce. to take each other by the mandibles, as if to embrace in

token of joy, and they then reentered together the nest at the foot

of the chestnut tree. Very soon they came in a crowd to look for

the other ants under the bell, and in a few hours our observer's

apparatus was completely evacuated by its prisoners.

— Tapioca is the product of a plant that is cultivated very ex-
tensively in the Malay Peninsula, where its growth is almost en-
tirely in the hands of the Chinese. The tubers of the plant, (Man-
ihot ulilissinia) which weigh on an average from ten to twenty-five

pounds, are first scraped and then carefully washed, after which
thiy are reduced to a pulp by being passed between rollers. This
pulp is carefully washed and shaken up with abundance of water,
until the fecula separates and passes through a very fine sieve into

a tub placed beneath. The flour so obtained is repeatedly washed,
and then placed on mats and bleached by exposure to the sun and
air. It is finally converted into the pearl tapioca of < ommerce by
being placed in a cradle-shaped frame covered with canvas ; it is

slightly moistened and subjected to a rotary motion, by which
means it is granulated. It is next dried in the sun, and finally

over the fire in an iron pan greased with vegetable tallow, and is

then ready for the market.

—

Ex.

—As long ago as 185.5, a coiTespondent of the London Times
predicted that with the immersion of gutta-percha in the depths of

the sea, for telegraphic purposes, an animal created expressly for

the purpose of eating that apparently indigestible substance would
be found or produced. "As a mite would in all probability never

have been seen but for the invention of cheese," this correspondent
wrote, "so it may be that there is some indevelopedci'eation waiting

perdu for the first piece of gutta-percha which comes down,
* « * a gutta-percha boring and eating teredo, which

has been waiting for its meal since the beginning of the world."
The Popular Science Monllili/ tells us that this enemy of sub-

marine cables has actually made its appearance; that he is a
crustacean less than a quarter of an inch long, with a name great-

ly longer than himself

—

Liiitnoria terebrans^ to wit. The writers

who have described him seem to attribute the frequent interrup-

tion of cable communication to his propensity to order gutta-per-

cha instead of poached eggs for breakfast.

—Can a Dog Swim ?—Captain Eunce, of the Lconida, is the

owner of a large Spitz dog named Jack, that was picked up in the

middle of the Sound, several years ago, as he was swimming about
several miles from land. On Tuesday the captain left the faith-

ful creature on the East Neck wharf by some mishap, and Jack,
.seeing the vessel some distance out in the bay, d'cided to follow.

As the vessel was under good headway little notice was taken of

his jumping off the wharf, as it was supposed that he would soon

return. The vessel reached New York that night. Nothing was
seen of the dog about here during the following day, but what
was the astonishment of the captain and crew, on going up to the

deck while the vessel lay in her dock in New York, on the morn-
ing of the second day, to find the faithful creature at his post

watching over the vessel in his usual manner. He was thoroughly

exhausted by his long swim of over forty miles, however, and
could do nothing but lie about and recruit his strength for two or

three days.

—

From Ihe Huntington Long Islander.
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THE CAT AND THE CANARY.
Mr. Editor :

Your column devoted to the young folks is generally so enter

taining to our little people at home, that I am prompted to relate

an incident that occurred with us, this summer, that may amuse
the juveniles, and induce those who have jjet bird.? under their cave

to exercise the caution wo have been taught, by the circumstances

of thi,s case.

My daughter had a fine male canary bird I presented her with

on her tenth birth-day, to which she became fondly attached. He
proved a splendid singer, and as we lived in the country, a few

miles from town, in a retired cottage, the cage was hung beneath the

piazza, outside the parlor, during the bright warm days—where

"Tommj'," as they call our songster, enjoyed himself—and war-

bled famously from sunrise to dark.

At sunset, he was removed to the sitting-room, for safety over

night, and we thus had no care about him, usually. But early

one morning in July last, a racket was heard upon the piazza, and

our youngest boy was soon overheard to shout at the side-cham-

ber window, "come out, father ! Tommy's cage is knocked down,
and he is gone. Tlie cat's got him !"

The canary's cage had been forgotten on the previous night,

and we shortly found the little gilded prison turned upside down
upon the piazza floor—and empty. Tommy had gone, and the

niighbor's cat who had done the mischief had also hurriedly disap-

peared. This occurred on a Thursday, and great was Miss Min-

nie's lamentation upon discovering the disaster that had followed

her neglect to take the bird-cage into the house, the evening be-

fore.

But, alack ! it was too late to recover Tommy now. He was a

goner, surely—as we could plainly see. The ugly cat was anath-

ematized—but to no good purpose, and Minnie hid a good long

cry over the result on this unlucky occasion.

The following Sunday morning, (three days afterwards) the

door-bell rang, and a neighbor enquired mysteriously for Minnie.
" I heard you had lost your favorite bird," he said, "and I've

brought you one to take his place."

Then drawing his handkerchief gently from the ample straw

hat he carried under his arm, he exposed a poor littla stupid ca

nary that he had caught upon a tree that morning, in his gar-

den.

" Why—it's my Tommy!" shouted Minnie, amazed and delight-

ed—as she tenderly took the tiny, halfstarved bird in her little

hands." Where 'd you get him, pray V
The story was soon told. " Tommy" had escaped the cat, it

appeared, and had flown away. But having been raised in a cage,

he knew nothing about hunting for food, and had well nigh starv-

ed—when the gentleman saw and easily caught him.

He was quickly provided with safe quarters and food—and about

a week afterwards commenced to sing and warble again, as usual.

His cage has never been left out after dark since, and the neigh-

bor's cats have not been seen about—while Minnie has learned a les-

son she will not soon forget, I assure you! R.

A BLUE BIRD AND STEP MOTHER CAT.
One day little Charlie went to mother and asked for a strong

string, which he obtained, as mother was always famous for saving

strings. We took but little notice cf his plans at the time, as he

was always busy at something which disclosed his ingenuity; but

we were astonished an hour later to see that he had climbed the

apple tree nearest the house and carried with him his rude prepa-

ration for a bird's nest, and had succeeded in tying it fast to the

tree. We were hnshed to silence in our demonstrations of sur-

prise, as he was watching and persuading the very bird for which

the nest was made, and was afraid our thoughtlessness would

frighten her away. He succeeded perfectly. The bluebird accepted

the nest, and as soon as it could be lined bv herself and mate

eggs were deposited therein, and little Charlie was really very

happy for some days. But there came a sorrow which was pro-

voking to even the sweet-tempered portion ot us. Our cat Sue,

who kept the mice from mischief was so mischievous herself as to

watch the bird during her incubation, and one night she went to

the tree and stealthily took the unfortunate bird for her supper.

This, however, does not finish my story, as I think the funniest

part is what I shall now relate. We did not know how soon the

bereaved mate learned the fate of his companion, but found him'

early the next day alighting near by with becoming grief—not a

word of song. What thoughts passed through his little brain we

have no means of knowing, but we had good reasons for believing

that he suffered a fatherly anxiety and already began to feel his

need of a helpmate to take care of the eggs. He took much pains

with his toilet, plumed himself for the occasion, and then was

missing for a short time. Charlie said that he went to the brush,

a half mile distant, and that he saw him there hunting a mate.

Although we laughed at his solution of the matter, we found that

he understood Birdie pretty well, for during the day back came

the little widower with one whom he fondly hoped would give the

necessary care to that little nest of eggs. She behaved witli

becoming grace, but not all the entreaties of her lover, and they

were manj' and varied, could induce her to sit upon that nest.

He would gaily hop from her side to the nest and sit on the side

of it chattering lovingly ; but his labor in that line was lost, as

his new wife had an instinct which taught her that the eggs were

beyond her saving, or else she preferred a home of her own selec-

tion, and before dark of the same day they abandoned the nest in

the apple trCe and disappeaed.

'

I hardly feel like dismissing this scrap of history without hold-

ing up poor old Sue in a better light, as she had redeeming quali-

ties which were almost uncatlike. Some of these were her step-

mother proclivities, brought out by my little brothers bringing

some young squirrels and placing them with her kittens, all of

which she took care of with astonishing tenderness. When the

boys brought the young broods out together from the barn for

the inspection of friends, old Sue, as soon as they were laid

down at liberly, would first take the squirrels, one at a time, by

the nape of the neck fa difficult task, as the skin is not loose like

a kitten) and carry them back to the barn, leaving her own pro-

geny for later trips. This was fun for us children, you may
believe, and more than once was old Sue called upon to fill the

office of stepmother—a mission which she appeared to delight in

and always satisfactorily performed

—

Rural New Yorker.

THE PERFECTNESS OF GOD S WORKS.

Upon examining the edge of the sharpest razor with a micro-

scope, it will appear fully as broad as the back of a knife—rough,

uneven, and full of notches and furrows. An exceedinfjly small

needle resembles an iron bar. But the sting of a bee seen through

the same instrument exhibits everywhere the most beautiful polish,

without a flaw, blemish, or inequality, and it ends in a point too

fine to be discerned. The threads of a fine lawn are coarser than

the yarn with which ropis are made for anchors. But a silkworm's

web ajipears smooth and shining, and everywhere equal. The

smallest dot that is made with a pen a])pears irregular and un-

even. But the little specks on the wings or bodies of insects are

found to be an accurate circle. How magnificent arc the works of

God!
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Exc^lA^wqES.

[[[^"Advorti.-^enient<i under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words dc-

scribinir and olferiiig fur lixcliailiie only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for e;icti and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

|j;gr"-"ro exchanob poa cash'' or "orhenbacks," "wantkd a I'URCHAsen,"

or ''\va.\ti;d an ofKKft," etc., etc., cannot under any circumstances be admitted
to the Exrhan^i' or Want column.

ilI^r"No E.>tchaiigeor Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

liliE F. OAAVSON, Oneonta, N. T.,hasto exchange 1 trio White
Polish,! pair li. IJ. Ked Chicks, 1 pair B. B. Red Bantam Chicks, for Lop-
eared Kiibiiifs, P. Uock 1'ullet.s, or olTers. Postal cards answered.

JAN. II. PIIII.I.II'S, Coventry, N. y., will exchange English Set-

ter Pup, 11 uinntli.-j old, piirtly broken, color orange and white, bred by B. F.

"White. Ashley Falls, ftlass., beautiful dog, good pedigree, for eight choice
)lrown Leghorn Pullets, or same number of P. Kt.ck Pullets.

CII.AS. CHUKCH, Denver, Col, wants to exchange Persian Insect
Powder and Blowers, all kinds of Uair and Paint Brushes, Ilaud Jlirrors,

Combs, Perfuuu'vy, Violin Strings, Razors, Cigars, of any quality, and any-
thing to be obtained in a drug store, for Dinks, Mayhew & llutchinsou's work
on the Dog, or olTers^

FItlilO JEVVELiL., Topeka, Kas., has prize- winning Silver Spangled
Iliimburns, (liieknell's strain}, and White-face Black Spanish, to exchange for

Fancy Piiieons. IMy fowls are fine, and 1 will take great pains in shippmg.

CHAS. BAIC'I-I.lis, Tuscarawas P. 0., Ohio, will exchange Blood's
AVa.sbinf^ M.-tcliiiif-, lt:irliri^''.-^ Pruning Shears, his celebrated Baby .lumpers, a
valuable ,^i-ir(-r I><i^% .-^i-iiie very old books, and a number of other valuable
article,-, tor a (iHii-nughltred Berkshire Boar fit for service, fancy stock, or any-
thing that is u.-ielul.

tiliO. F. SEAVKY, Cambridgeport, Mass., will exchange the lol-

lowing Cocks for IJees of the same kinds : Blue Carriers, White, Black, Blue,
and lied Fautaiis, Black, Red and Yellow Jtu-ohins, White and Blue Berlin
Button he/id Tumblers, Red -wing Turbits. None but first-class birds wanted;
will give the same.

KOBURT I.E WIS, Caslleton, N. Y ,has a setof silver plated single

Ilainess i)erfect, used ten times ; will exchange for three trios of poultry from
the lollowiiig list : S. P. llambur.;s, S. S. Uaniburgs, P. Hocks, Uoudans, G.
S. Ilamburgs, Crere Cg-urs, S. II IJorSiugs, llolden I., liantauis

C. KirMU, Stt., Plainville, Norfolk Co., Mass., has Yellow Jacobins,
Black iMagpies, White Fans, Black Fans, Yellow Baibs, Dun Carriers, Black
Carriers, and Blue Pied Pouters, for Black-tail Turbits, Short-face Tumblers,
Partridge Cochins, Ololden Ilamburgs, Pistols, Shot Onus, or olTers.

B. POK'I EK, 161 Second St., Albany, N. Y., will e.Kchaoge a pair of
his loug-distsnce Homing Autwerps, or Short-faced Show Autwerps, for a pair
of Belgian t'arricrs, or good Bltick Oanier hen.

O. W. Olii^VELAMI, Uillington, Mass., has Angora Buck, B. B.
R. G. Bantun stags, P. Cochins, Dark Brahma and Brown Leghorn Fowls and
chicks, and Pekin Duclts, to exchange f)r Red Pyle and other Game Bantams,
BIjtck Red Games, Buff Cochin Cock, silver Sebright Bantams, Lop eared Doe,
Fancy Pigeons, and offers.

S. P. HAL.L.FCK, Oriskany, N.Y., will exchangel pair Blue Barbs
,

1 \\'hite Barb Cock, 1 pair Black Tumblers, and 1 Mottled Tumbler Cock, (all

Bicknell stock), for Turbits aud Pouters.

MUS. MAKY B, MAKXIN. Mercersburg, Pa, offers any of the
following for lied Bird or Canaries and Cages, or Fancy Pigeons of any kind,
older young: Pair of Gold Bracelets, worth S20 per pair; White Carrier
Breeders ; Sitver Poland Cock, good bird ; one pair Uoudans, any kind of
yruit Trees or Plants, ornamental or useful.

C. H. LEWIS, Box 196, Newport, N. XL, wants to exchangel pair of
Buff I'ocliin Fowls, 1 trio Buff Cochin Chicks, 1 Newfoundland Pup, 2i
months old, for American Pea Comb Dominique Chicks, White or Brown
Leghorns. They are all premium stock.

ICOBEKT LEWIS, Castleton, N. Y , will exchange Currant Bushes,
red, white and black; Asparagus Hoots, Tulip Bulbs, and winter tlowering
plants, for one trio each of the following : Golden L. Bantams, S. G. Dorkings,
Creve Coeurs, G. S. Hamburgs, Houdans, P. Rocks, S. S. Ilamburgs, S. P.
Hamburgs.

A. W. KESSSiV, Box 648. St. Catherines, Ont., wishes to exclwnge a
B fiat brass Cornet, worth liflS.UO, for Black Spanish, Rose Comb Dominiques,

A. B. I.ARKIiV, Central Bridge, N. Y., would exchange Bronze
Turkeys for Pekiu Ducks

;
also 2 Savage Sewing Machines, out of order, for

good fowls of any kind. What offers?

W. H. HA'fHBONE, Uncasville. Conn., will exchange 1 trio choice
Wliite Leghorn Chicks, (Smith strain), for a copy of Doyle's Illustrated Book
of Poultry, or <fopy of Cooper on the Game Fowl; or one choice W. L.
Cockerel, for Bement's Poultry Book. Postals accepted.

C. 'J'. «>;. CHAKW, 2ne Franklin St.. New York, will exchangeL B.
Chicks, Rouen, A* lesbury, and Muscovy Diic'as, (Todd's strain), W, C. B.
Poland CockBiels, for Brown Leghorns, B. Spanish, W. C. B. Polands, Pekin
Ducks, Geese, Nursery stoi-k of all kinds. Trees, Vines, &.c.

[ leOKElSTS, 4.507 Kubicam Ave., Geimantown, Pa., will

efor W. C. B. Polish or Brown Leghorn chicks, a pair of fine English
lids, thoroughbred ;

full pedigree.

K.\CKl,EFF, Deering, iMe., will exchange one pair of Yellow
,:.ll..ws. for a pair Blue Earless Swallows, Bed Swallow Hen. for male.
1I..WS are ^'ood birds I expect thestmio. Postal card- answered.

iILLKrvBEltaiEii & SO:^, 69 Clifford St , Providence, R.
^change Iti tiije Ferrets and 9 Ltip-eareo Babbits, from imported stock,
. 1 B. B. R. Game Pullets, \Varren stock, or Homing Antwerp Pigeons,
n long breed Canary Cocks, or good singing German Canary Cocks.

E. S. ELLWANGEK, care EUwanger & Barry, Rochester, N. Y.,
exchange Autwerps, (.Mr. Van tlpstal's importation,)! pair Black and Blue
Fans, 1 piur White Fans, (took 1st at Chicago,) Blue Pouter Cock, 1 Rnmpless
Cock, Books and Calculator, for a good flock of performing Tumblers, ami
other Fancy Pigeons.

STEPmcN B0.4XT, Norwalk, Ohio, will exchange Ferrets or
Faucy Pigeons, for a Flobert Rifie, Silver Watch, Scotch Terrier Dog or Bitch,
pure bred, or offers.

D. A. CAIt'rKK, Utica, N. Y., will exchangel pair of Angora and
White Pink-eye Rabbits, ! pair B. B. Game, 1 pair Silver Duckwing, 1 pair
Black African Bantams, the best of stock, for a Double-barrel Sho t Gun.

O. H. niOORE, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange a No. 1 Light Brahma
Hen, for a No. 1 Light Brahma Cock, (Felch strain). Cock must be first-clnss,
as Hen is; or W. C. B. Polish Fowls, for a good Double-barrelled Shot Gun,
or merchtindise.

STREETEK, SON & CO., Youncstown, Ohio, will exchange
Fancy Poultry, Pigeons, and Rabbits, for printing; also two solid colored
Herd Book .Icrsey Bulls, for other .lersey stock or Cotswold Sheep.

X. XRE<>OMNi;. Box 17, Foxburg, Clarion Co. , Pa. , will exchange
a ^Vhite-c^ested White Drake, with yellow beak and yellow legs, for the same
kind of a Duck.

EZRA H. DIBBI.F.,. New Haven, Conn., will exchange 2 Cocks
and 8 Liens, 1876 hatch. Light lirahmas ; also 40 Chicks, same breed, lor
Webster's illustrated Unabridged Dictionary, y thing cful.

GEO. A, SXOCKWELli, Worcester, Mass., will exchange Rouen
Drakes $2; Hong Kong Ganders, $5; P. Cochin Cockerels, .Jl, and P.
Rock Cockerels, S2, for Brahmas, Cochins, P. Rocks, P. Ducks, Leghorns,
and Turkeys ; also 12 odd pure bred Tumblers, cocks and hens, mostly }ouug,
for three pullets.

F. E. 4>RISX, Blakely, Ga., will exchange Dr. Cooper's Work on
Game Fowls, good 3 and 2 ply carpeting, Tartar Game and Dead Game, lor
Poultry Books. No attention paid to postal cards.

SOOXX BROS., Wrightstown, Bucks Co., Pa, will exchange 2 pairs
of Red aud Y'ellow Owls, (cocks red, and hens vellow,) Red and Yellow Owl
liens. Silver Owl Hens, Black .Magpies, Archangels, White Dutchess, and Red
Barb Cocks, Tumblers, all colors, .Mottled Pouters, Dutchess, Black Owl Hen,
2 pair White Fantails and odd Cocks, pair Silver Duckwing Game Bantams,
and 2 Cockerels, B. B.Red Game Bantam Cock, for first- class Blue, Silver, and
White Owls. Yellow Fantails, Berkshire, Essex or Chester White Boar Pig,
Common Pigeons, mated Autwerps, from fast stock. Offers wanted.

G. M. XWIXCHELLi, Fairfield, Maine, has extra fine P. Bock
Cockerels, Drake strain ; Golden Sebiight Bantam Cockerels, rose comb, \\ hite
Leghorns, Smith stock, to exchange for P. R., Golden or Silver Sebright Ban-
tam Pullets, or offers. My stock is good, and the same is wanted.

BOX 869, Rockville, Conn., will exchange a C Cornet, cost S 60, for J

first-class Ceutral-fire Shot Gun. Must be in good order, as the Cornet is.

GEO. F. SEAVEV, Cambridgeport, Mass., will exchange the follow,
ing Hens for Cocks of same varieties ; Blue-crested Fans, Red-crested F'ans,
Red .Mottled Fans, Dun-wing Turbits. JMnst be first-class.

j3.OOK pXCHANGE.
Advertiseoients under this head, of 4 lines or 48 words, desci
rerJDg ONE Book for Sale, Exchange, or Wanted, will be allowed !

r each and every i

AUDUBOIV WANTED—Jos. M. Wade, Rockville, Conn., wants a
copy of the above Work. State condition and lowest cash price..

^VANTEB.
1. A Treatise on the Art of Breeding and Managing Tame, Domesticated,

and Fancy Pigeons ; bv John Matthews Eaton, aud published by the author, 7
Ishngton Green, London. 1852 Illustrated.

The Treatise of 1858 is not wanted.
2. A set of Six Matchless Engraved Colored Portraits, Life Size, by Wol-

stenholine, viz: The Almond, Black Mottle, Red Baldhead, Yellow-beard
Tumblers, Black Carrier, and Blue Pied English Pouter.

3- A colored Diagram,. ir a Hlan vi Building or fitting up a Pigeonary,
embellished with Tumblers, PfUters and Carriers.

We think there are several difit-rent diagrams, and would like all of them.
4 A set ot six splendid Lite Size engraved Portraits of The Fancy Toy

Pigeons, colored, viz: The \Vhite Eantail, Yellow Jacobin, Silver Owl, Blue
Turbit, Black mottled Trumpeter, and the Bluck Barb.

All of above pictures published by J. M. Eaton.
A liberal offer would be made for any of the above in good order.
Any information regarding John Matthew Eaton's life and works would be

gratefully received.
WM. GARDNER BARTON, Salem, Mass.

W^|NJ JED,
REAP INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAP OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the bead of Exchange column.

P. W. C.IREW, Toledo, Ohio, wants a good Derby Game Cook, or
Stag. Must be pure and dead game. No other wanted.

GEO. F. SEAVEV, Cambridgeport, Mas«., wants solid Black and
Red Turbit Hens, Dun Crested Fan Hen, a pair ench solid Vellow, Blue and
Dun Turbits, pair Vellow-tiiil Turbits, Blue-tail Turbit lien. Dun-wing Turbit
Cock, Yello^f and Dnn Herlin Eutton-he.-id Tumb'ers.

3. S- EDSKMVDS, Schenectady, N. Y., -wants a second-hand breech-
loadine rifle, (a repeater preferred,) and a muzzle-loading double shot gun,
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jr. H. SCHOCK, S. TT. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-

delphia, Pa., dealer ia Segars, Weekly Papers, Statiooery, etc.; will also

supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

IF YOU WISH TO EXCHANGE

From a spinning wheel to 2. farm out West^ patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN

FANCIERS' JOURMALII
nsert an " Exchatige " 1

' Want " of not

^- O TJ
L do not " want," offer i

TRY IT ONCE!!!
WM. E. FLOWKR,

SHOEMAKERTOWN, PA.

LIGHT BBAHMAS,

EXCLUSIVKLY.

T am prepared to ship Eggs from
ii\ best stock, carefully boxed, to
11 itch.

See D B.
where.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Kreeiler of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGB,EE LIGHT BEAHMAS
AND

IMPOETED BLACK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGCS AND CHICKS FOR SAI.E.

Write for Circular.

THE JOURlVALi can be had at any news stand. Or at Schotk's
Cigar and Stationery Store, Tenth and Callowhill Streets, Philadelphia.

Price, 10 cents single copy.

RASBIX BOOK FOK THE MANY.
Containing the IIISTOKY OP THE RABBIT from the earliest times

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and full

directions for their selection, breeding, and management; the treatment of
their diseases, and the construcrion of their dwellings. Sent post-paid on
receipt of 3U cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Tl.artford, Conn.

JERSEY, ALDERSEY,M GUEENSEY C0¥.

UOW TO

Choose, lidanage and Breed to the Most Frcfit,

Iliiisti-ated. Price, $1.50.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL. Hartford, Conn.
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VINO SANTO.
Once I re.id a strange, sweet story,

Of a sacred snowy wine,

Mnde by peasants on Lake Garda,
Brewed beneath the cross's sign

;

Vino Santo called forever.

Scaled with seal of things divine

—

Vino Santo, Holy wine!

On the first days of October,
Only in a sliiniiig sun

—

Oiilv in the dew of morning,
Clust' rs lifted one by one

;

Thus begins the soletnn vintage,

Vintage with the cross for sign

—

Vino Santo, Holy Wine!

Pales the autumn, falls the winter.

Lie the grajies, untouched and still

;

No man hasies, and no man hinders

While their subtle juices fill.

Till the sacred day of Christmas,
Dny of days, ofjoy divine.

Then is brewed the Holy Wine.

Past the winter, past the spring-lime,

Into summer far and late
;

For the joy of Vino Santo
They who long must long and wait

;

Only glowing heat can ripen

—

Glowing heat and cross's sign,

Vino Santo, Holy wine.

Dear to-day, the strange, sweet storj^

Sudden seemeth thine and mine
;

Thine and mine and all true lovers,

Sealed by seal and signed by sii;n
;

Silence, patience, from Love's Vintage
Drink at last, in joy divine.

Vino Santo, Holy Wine!
—//. H. in February Galaxy.

THE BEAUTY OF MEN OP GENIUS-
J. M. MCCANN.

" Time, place, and action may with pains be wrought
But genius must be born ; and never can be taught."

Di'ijden.

" Between genius and talent there is the proportion of the whole

to its parts." From the French of La Briiyere.

" Talent lying in the understanding, is often inherited; genius

being the action of reason and imagination rarely or never."

t>. T. Coleridye.

" Genius is supposed to be a power of producing excellences

whii h are bc\ond the rules of art; a power which no precepts

can teach, and which no iiidusiry can acquire." Sir J. Reynolds.

" Every man cannot saj', write, discove something new Na-

ture, that loving mother, has sown oriyip.il genius of that sort

very sparingly, and if in a century, on any spf cial subject, more

than one springs up, it may be regarded as a ndiacle."

From ike German of Forsier.

Under this heading, page 373, " Fancier's Journal," T use the

following language

:

" Not satisfied with endowing her favorite sous with the sublime

gift of genius, nature has in many instances lavished upon thein

the charms of per-onal beauty." I did not say that every man of

genius was remarkable for either grace of form, or beauty of fea-

ture. I know some of these "favorites of the gods" have been

disfigured and deformed. .3!sop was a hunchback. Byron and

Scott were lame, Pope and Voltaire were feeble and diseased. My
purpo.se was only to prove that the master of beautiful thoughts

have also very often been the jiossessors of personal beauty. If

it were necessary I could greatly extend the list already given

—

Waterton, Audubon, Shelly, Petrarch,! Aziosto, Hawihoru,

Irving, Kossuth, Loyola, the "adujirable Crichlon." Writing

about men of genius, I did not enumerate any of the beautiful

women who have filled the earth with the perfume of noble deeds,

and left as an heirloom for us their thoughts—wrought in marble

—on canvas, or woven into the undying melody of song. As

among the gifted sons of genius we have seen that some of the

greatest have been the most beautiful. So here we find that the

wisest of women have been as well the fairest.

Hypasia, Vittoria Colonna, Lady Jane Grey, Joan of Arc, and

Mrs. Browning, were almost as much distinguished for their

beauty of form and features, as for the marvels that they wrought.

Can we believe that the gifted and unfortunate L. E. L. was so

very homely, when we hear the Etlrick Shepherd exclaiming in

rustic astonishment, on being introduced to her, "I did nae think

vou had been sae bonny." The features of Mirabeau were dis-

figured liy the small pox, and those of " Irsa Major," by disease

and suffering. Neither Henry Clay, John Kandolph, Charles

Henry Lee, or Abraham Lincoln, were men of creative genius

—

that they had great talents none will deny. Hugh Miller says of

Wellington and Ctesar, " had they all been brethren the family

likeness could not have bten stronger. There is the same hard

mathematical cast of face, the same thin cheeks and prominent

cheek-bones, the same sharpli defined nether jaws, the same bold

nose—in each case the indented aquiline—and the same quietly

keen eye. In the countenance of Cromwell, though more over-

charged, as perhaps became his larger structure of bone and

muscular frame, we find exactly the same lineaments united to a

massiveness of lorehead posstssed by neither Washington nor

Wellington.^

With a simplicity, that were it not ridiculous it would be sub-

lime, Huon asks, "which Ccesart" Could it mean other than

the yreat Ccesar—Julius—the poet, the orator, the historian, the

statesman, the commander?

Why not have asked " which" Cromwell, Oliver, Kichard, or

Henry 1 or wliich Washington, Bushrod, John A, or Geoige?

Huon very kindly informs us that there were tuelve Caesars, all of

theni, he says, ' inen of genius." These masters of Borne aie

known m history under tlje various names of Augustus, Tibeiius,

iNero, Caligula, etc. The first was a pulron of genius, and

1 He was .so handsome as frequently to attract observation as he passed

alont; the streets. '' l.ives of Kminent Men of Italy," A'ol. 1, page 75.

8 Essays, page 50 5".
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although ho did not possess the " divine afflatu':," himself, was a

man of talent. Tiberius was a cruel and blood thirsty tyrant;

and lluou, 1 believe, is the first to discover that Nero was a cjeuiiis

Calij2;nla erected a temple to himself, and ordered an effigy of his

head to be placed on the ima;;es of the gods, while he wished

to imitate the thunder of Jupiter. He appeared in public places

in the most indecent manner, and committed the worst of crimes.

He rejoiced when great disasters befell his subjects, and " wished

that the Romans had but one he.id, that he might strike it off at

a blow." The wild beasts in his " Zoo" were constantly fed with

human victims, and he made his horse "high priest and consul,"

—kept him in marble apartments, adorned with the most valua-

ble trappings and pearls which the Roman Empire could furnish.

He attempted to destroy the writings of Homir and Virgil, and

was the enemy of all mankind. Yet, Huon s:iys Caligula was a

genius, too ! I know of no good reason for doubting the accuracy

of the bust of Shakespeare iu the church at Stratford. From

this his portraits are taken. Sir Francis Clntntrey the sculptor,

declared that " the face afforded in itself internal evidence of

being an accurate resemblance, probably copied from a post-

humous cast."^

Huon in attributing to Samuel Johnson great genius, differs

very much from the opinion of Taine. In fact, my friend makes

no distinction whatever, between talent and genius.

Sidney, Lady Morgan, Lady Blessington, Ida Pfeiffijr, Charles

Henry Lee, all are geniuses !

The Greeks were the most beautiful people that ever lived

—

intellectually they were far superior lo every other, eitlier before

or since. " The average aliility of the Athenian race is,

by the lowest possible estin)ate, very nearly two grades higher

than our own—that is, about as much as our race is above that of

the African negro."* Is there not then a relation between genius

and beauty ? " There certainly have been some singular looking

mortals among great men, but it was some eccentricity of feature

that distinguished them, rather than downright ugliness."^

Huon says Scott, Burns, Hugh Miller, and Hogg, all had pug

noses I Those having their portraits can see for themselves.

Prof. Wells would decide differently.

Huon it seems, does not know what beauty is, yet there are

certain opinicms entertained on this subject, both in this country

and in Europe, that enable the most intelligent ]ieople to agree

upon a beautiful object. J. M. McCasn.

THE SKUNK.
In one of the late numbers of Thk Journal, we see Huon

endeavors to prove the veracity of the foUowiug facts about the

skunk.

1. It is a hibernating animal.

2. Its habits are strictly nocturnal.

3. Horizontal holes are dug by the skunk, prairie dog, &e.

4. The " offensive secretion " is not used as a weapon for self-

defense.

Proof to the contrary.

1. The American cyclopsedia says, " The skunk is not a hi

beri;atiug animal." Goodrich, and all other good authorities

sav, " They (the skunk) are active throughout the v\hole year in

the South and in most of our northern states ; if at any time they

retire to their burrows on account of severe weather, they re-

main in a dozing but nut torpid state."

As far as my experience goes I have found them active most of

the winter, with the exception of a lew cold weeks when even the

dogs and eats remained in a decidedly dozing state.

Therefore we come to the conclusiou that the skunk can not be a

hibernating animal whr-n it does not hibernate as a rule; and when

it is forced to remain within its burrow through excessive cold, it

is not in a torpid condition.

2. Can the habits of the skunk he strictly nocturnal when they

are seen in broad daylight robbing the poultry yard, or plunder-

ing wild pigeon roosts? We saw them do both this year, while in

Michigan. Was it a phenomenon of nature, when this summer,

whilst watching a deer runaway (a name given to a path made

by deer) adjacent to a small pool of water, we saw several

skunks come to the aforesaid pool and quench their thirst ? No,

we think not, but believe that it was simply because they were

unmolested by man.

Therefore we draw the second conclusion, that the skunk is

not strictly nocturnal in its habits when it comnnts its depreda-

tions and collects its sustenance "in the broad glare of the sun."

3. Huon remarks, " They (the skunk) are not such fools as to

think they can live long in perpendicular holes, therefore dig

what must{?) be called a horizontal hole."

Why not oblique? or curved? or any other kinds of holes that

edn be dug without being either perpendicular or horizontal ?

There is a geometrical axiom which says, " The sum of all the

parts is equal to the whole."

That suits this case ex.ictly, for as Huon says, "no animal will

live long in a perpendicular hole," neither will he live long in a

horizontal hole, for that being a continuous straight hole, it is

disliked equally as much as the other, indeed no animal will live

in such an abode. Thcrifore we draw the third conclusion, that

no animal will select a horizontal hole for its residence, unb ss it

be a zig-zag horizontal, or other broken and curved line taken

together, then they will be equal to the hole.

4. Concerning the " offensive secretion," we will simply say it

is quite wonderlul that every time a dog or any other hostile an-

imal is about making an attack, they are either rendered blind,

(generally the blindness lasts but a few moments, but in some

cases, for life) or the unbearable smell makes them bite ihe ground

in horrible ngony while they vomit forth their—last meal. Mean-

while the skunk walks off, (no doubt happy on account of heap-

ing coals of fiie on its enemy's head by giving it ascent) Its life

bi ing saved by an accident, of ccmr.-e (a la Huun).

Goodrich s.ays :
" This gift is the animals' shield and buckler,

and nature in her infinitely diversified acts of defense, appears no

where, not in trenchant teeth, or rending claws, not in overpow-

ering strength, or ferocity, or even in deadly venom, to have

given any creature a more effective protection than is bestowed

u|)on the skunk hy this syringe."

Huon seems to base his argument on the fact that because the

pine-marten, weasel, &c., havn't this wonderful weapon, therefore

it was never intended as a weapon for the skunk. How about

the rattle and garter snake ?

Well, this is enough " Huon cry " about the skunk ; we are sat-

isfied if Huon is.

TERRiE FiLIDS.

" McKennie'.s Life of Sir Walter Scott, page ^

^ Oaltoo^s Hereditary Uenius, page iii'i.

^ The Stream of Life, page oil.

Antlers.—Some time in June last Mr. George Curtis, living

on the Willamette river, Oregon, discovered in the woods near

his place the antlers of a deer protruding from an oak tree eigh-

teen inches in diameter. Mr. Curtis had the tree cut down, and

sen. it to the Cell termial exhibition. It is evident that atone

time the tree was forked, and the deer, in rubbing his antUrs

against the tree, must lia\e been caught, and either diud at the

toot of his involuntary hitching ]iost, or else broke away, leaving

his antlers. Time passed and the tree grew, and strange to say,

so closely as to entirely conceal the place where the fork had

formerly been, giving it the appearance of being a solid tree wiih

the antlers of a deer growing out of its side. Ilouscworih has

photographed this curiosity.
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PoJlji^Y DEfii^f^TiviEfly.

ONE BREEDER'S WAY.
We have been surprised of late, in visiting the yards of some

of ihe hir^e and small hrccders, to find the fowls, adult and yonnp

of both sexes niinglinfr freely. Oiir opinion is well known : th^t

the sexes shnnld be ki'pt senarate after the hreeilin<r season,

thou^rh younpf and old may be together. One dealer we know of,

not ailvertisins with us however, keeps five diffirent breeds.

From these he sells e<rffs for hMtehing " warranted pure," np to

the first of June, for $.t 00 per doz., after that he turns his birds

all together, and ealls the eggs " thoron!»hl)red but eros>ed for

market purfioses, for $2 IIO per dozfn." We would like our cor-

respondents' opinions upon sueh a course.

is at present surrounded with doubt, each party maintaining its

own opinion with persistant dogmatism, it would be well if some

philanthropic landed proprietor tested the matter by priictieal ex-

periment. If he SI leeted the bi st-conducicd farm hands on his

property, and granted each a lease of half-a dozen acres of good

land at their market value, the result would set the vexed ques-

tion at rest for ever.

TWO SIDES TO EVERY CASE
A correspondent of Cnpilal and Lahor says the Globe (English)

brings forward several interesting facts to disprove the assertion

that cultivation on n small scale cannot be profitably carried on in

England. A peasant farmer in SuflFulk, with whom he has been

acrpiainted fraquarter of a century, has maintained h'mself

and family on two acres of land during the whole of that time

without any difficulty. After providing food for his household on

an ample scale, this small agriculturist estimated his average

balance of profit at more than £70 per annum, and gave every

detail necessary to prove the soundness of the calculation. Hav-

ing chanced upon Cobbett's assertion that a cow might be kept

on half an acre of land, John Sillett, the farmer in question,

tested the statement by practical experiment, and found it

perfectly true. At only twelve quarts of milk per diem, 4d. per

quart will bring in about ;£72 yearly, while by converting it into

butter, even larger profits result. Then, too, if a peasant farmer

has a thrifty industrious wife, she will add onsiderahly to his

income by paying attention to sources of profit which large

farmers neglect. Poultry and eggs, under good management, might

be rendered as profitable in England a^ they are in France, where

they are regarded as very important items of farming produce.

Again, by incessant hard work, and by keeping the hoe, dibber,

and digging fork constantly at work, a great deal more can be

made out of land than when subjected to the ordinary processes

of cultivation. No doubt it is quite true, as recently alleged by

the Times agricultural commissioner, that to present a peasant

with a few acres of barren heath land would be equivalent to bid-

ding him starve. Soil of that sort can only be rendered profita-

ble by the expenditure of infinitely more capital than peasants

possess. What with breaking up the ground, cleaning, manuring,

and draining, a large outlay would be necessary before there was

any chance of a return, and in the meantime a comparatively

])Oor man must starve. But it still r.-mains to be proved whether

thrifty, industrious peasants, j/Ossessing practical knowledge of

agriculture, could not make a fair living for themselves and

families out of three or four acres of good land. As the question

TRIPS AMONG THE FANCIERS.

Having a wish to visit the I'ennsylvania head quarters of the

Plymouth Uock.s, one pleasant morning found' nie en route for

Doylestowu. But arriving there, remembering that the Ham.
burgs of Willow Lane were on my way, I made my first call npon

Mr. Wm. T. Rogers. I was just in time, and with appetite

whetted by the early ride through the bracing air, I was quite

ready to do justice to the bountilul repast to which my bachelor

friend, in genuine hospitality, invited me. After lingering long

over our coffee, chatting of fanciers and fancies, reviewing the

past and hoping for the future, we finally adjourned to the yards,

where the feathered beauties awaited us. It is not nccessiirv to

tell that Mr. Hogers makes a specialty cf Silver Penciled Ham-
burgs. He loves his pets, and devotes his entire time and skill

to their breeding and care.

He shows four yards of adult fowls, each containing about a

dozen hens and a cock, remarkable for the uniformity of color and

markings. Among them I noticed the "Sophie" and "Tam-
many" that have won so many prizes, and "figured" so perfectly"

in the different poultry journals. Of birds of so much noteriety,

my expectations were raised to the highest, nor was I disap-

pointed, for in accuracy of marking, perfection in color, symmetry

of form, they are unexcelled by any pair of Silver-Penciled Ham-
burgs I ever saw, and I have seen many. " Tammany" the

cock, well deserves his score of 93 points, so does " Sophie" hers of

" 98," given by two different judges, neither being aware of the

other's scoring. In fact (excepting Hans Schneider's L. B. hen),

" Sophie" is tlie only bird that ever beat the American Standard of

Excellence, she having received a score of 105 points, by a judge

appointed by the A. P. A. Mr. Rogers feels proud of his birds,

and with reason. He expects to exhibit them at the coming Cen-

tennial, when, as he says, "some of us will have to look sharp,

or we'll he in a pickle (Pickle, you know, is coming). When I

think of those Penciled Hamburgs Pickle & Belden have ship-

ped from England, I say : Ah, my hoy, the medal of honor will

never hang in your office. Never mind, if it don't, I shall do

what every other true American ought to, f xhibit my stock, and

if I am defeated I shall be made aware of the fact, th.it England,

France, or some other country has better stock than mine." In

my comfortable quarters and pleasant company, I should have

forgotten the main purpose of my visit, had not my host men-

tioned Ur. Dickie, and then have offered himself as escort and

guide to Pine Run Poultry Yards, were our mutual friend greeted

us warmly. Several years have passed since my last visit. Then

the Dr. was breeding eight or nine kinds, but, like all who aim

at success, he has now discarded all but two, and, I think, eventu-

ally his success with Plymouth Rocks will induce him to give up

.all for them.

Now he has two yards of Brown Leghorns and three of Ply-

mouth Rocks.

With Plymouth Rocks, Dr. D has been remarkably successful,

breeding them carefully and successfully, wishing to preserve their

usefulness, and at the same time to bring for-iard their aesthetic

|)oints. A great many h.tve misunderstood Dr. D. He h.as been

interested heart and soul in the experiments he has been making.

To those that scoff at his earnestness, or doubt his motives, a walk

through his yards would he convincing that the bird he fa^'or9, is
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what he says it is, and to his honor, is what he has made it. And
a fjlance at his order book would convince them also that they

were ra|)idly growing into public favor. Par icalarly was our

attention called to several broods of chicks, whose uniformity of

color and markings was quite equal to those of Dark Brahmas

of the same age.

We spent a very agreeable afternoon with Dr. D., and beg

leave to digress from our subject to say that he does not " live

adjacent to the national gas regions," and be never sought to

"gratuitously advertise" his stock, and to our mind, his commu-

nications to The Fancikrs' Jodrnal have been of more value

to its readers than those of Pedagogue or Young Breeder.

W. E. Flowek.

ESSEX AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

rOULTKY, FIRST CLASS.

Brahmas. Light—Fowls, 0. Gowen, West Newbury, 1st prem.
S2: chicks, George Hobbs, Salem, 1st, 2;C. P. Jacobs, Peabody,
2d, 1. Dark—Fowls, C. P. Jacobs, 1st, 2; chicks, C. P. Jacobs,
1st, 2.

Cochins. Ruff—Fowls, T. P. Hale, Rowley, 1st, 2 ; ArthurEHiott,
Peabody, 2d, 1. Partridge—Fowls, H. A. Soiithwick, Peabody,
1st, 2; chicks, H. A. Southwick, 1st, 2. Black—Fowls, CO,
Putnam, Danbury, 1st, 2; chicks, C. O Putnam, 1st and 2d, 3.

White—Fowls, G. O. Walton, 2d, 1 ; chicks, Neal Maynahs,
Danvers, 2d, 1.

Gi-ese. Hong Kong—Lewis P. Hawkes, Sangus, 1st, 2; Robert
G. Buxton, 2d, 1.

bucks. Lewis P. Hawkes, Sangus, 1st, 2; Oscar Gowen,
West Newbury, 2d, 1.

Turkeys. Geo. 13. Dodge, Hamilton, 1st, 1.

POULTRY, SECOND CLASS.

Plymouth ttock. Fowls, Geo. D. Watson, Peabody, 2d, I
;

chicks, A. S. Hill, 2d, 2.

DoiHiiiiqm. Fowls, John Swinerton, Danvers, 1st, 2; chicks,

do. 1st, 2.

Leghorns. White—Fowls, Jos. Bushby. Danvers, 1st, 2 ; H. A.
Southwick, Peabody, 2d, 1 ; chicks, Jos. Biishliy, Danvers, 1st, 2

;

H. A. Southwick, 2d, 1. Dominique-Fowls, G. D. Walton,
Peabody, 2d, 1. Black—J. Johnson, Rowley, 1st, 2 ; Allen Lee,
Manchester, 2d, 1 ; chicks, Abram J. Welch, Georgetown, 1st, 2

;

Allen Lee, Manchester, 2d, 1.

Spiwish. Geo. D. Walton, Peabody, 2d, 1. Black—Fowls,
D. B. Burnham, E^sex, 1st, 2.

Poland. Golden—H. M. Larkin, Beverly, 1st, 2. Silvered

—

Fowls, H. A. Putnam, Danvers, 1st, 2.

Dorking. Fowls, W. H. Allen, Manchester, 1st, 2.

Game. Fowls, A. A. Fowler, Danvers, 1st, 2 ; chicks, do. 1st, 2.

Bantams, Fowls, G. D. Walton, Peabody, 1st, 2 ; Thomas C.
Berry, 2d, 1.

Duckicinq. Silver—Fowls, Chas. H. Farmer, Peabody, 1st, 2;
Oscar Gowen, West Newbury, 2d, 1.

pigeons. Jerry Monigan, Beverly, 1st, 2 ; J. S. Ives, Salem,
2d, 1.

Rabbits. Chas. D. Winchester, Peabody, 1st, 1.

WISCONSIN POULTRY SHOW.

The Wisconsin State Poultry Association will hold its annual
show at Milwaukee, from Jan. 18th to 26th, inclusive. Premium
lists will be sent out in due season.

W. H. Spear, Secretary.

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION.

The Central Connecticut Poultry Association will hold a fair at
..the Town Hall in Bristol, from Dec. 19th to 22d, 1876. No
effort will be spared to make it surpass tlie exhibitions heretofore
held. Geo. A. Gowdy,

Recording Secretary.

i~-—*-»

WESTCHESTER POULTRY SHOW.
The Westchester County Poultry Association intend holding a

show from Dec. 5th to 8th, 1,87*, atJIt. Kisco,4jn the Harlem M.R.
C. W. Uovi'o-n. Scclil.

THE SPANISH FOWL.
BY W. J. NICHOLS. ,

No. I.- Early Popularity- Where Imported from—Former
Exhibitors—Suitable for Town Fanciers—Capital
Egg Producers.

Between twenty and thirty years ago, before the Cochins made
their deliut, Spanish were the reigning fivorites in the poultry world.

They headed the catalogue of every show, their admirers were very

numerous
; and they often mustered as many as thirty or forty en-

tries in one class. Fierce and frequent were the controversies be-

tween the Spanish and Cochin breeders when the Shanghaes, as

they were then called, first made their appearance, as to which was

the most useful fowl to keep. The Spanish fancier stated that the

Cochins ate too much food, and did not lay nearly so frequently

as the Spanish; while those who kept Cochins affirmed that their

birds occasionally laid two eggs in one "day ! Many other amus-

ing and absurd stories were related about the Cochins to the dis-

paragement of the Spanish ; but both varieties have outlived all

such nonsense, and each still have their circle of admirers.

Old fanciers tell us that the birds exhibited then were much bet-

ter than those seen at the present day. But we think they are

mistaken in their opinions, fir we well remember the time when

the majority of the birds exhibited had patches of red over the eye

and coarse ugly combs, often falling over on one side; and we know
within the last ten years the purity of the white, the size of the

face, and the length and openness of the lobe have all been vastly

imjiroved ; and now we seldom meet with a bird at a show with

a pinky face or a drooping comb.

It is pretty generally admitted that these bii ds were originally

imported from the Mediterranean, but, as with most other import-

ed varieties, it was not until they arrived in this country that they

were carefully and systematically bred up to their present stand-

ard of excellence. Some years back a number of birds were im-

ported from Plolland and Belgium ; these had coarse, rough, and

small faces, but they were almost free from redness; but they were

mostly small in body, and wantiug the style and carriage so char-

acteristic of a well bred bird.

Coming as Spanish do from a much warmer climate, the birds

are naturally somewhat more susceptible to cold than many other

varieties ; and to exhibit them to perfection it is absolutely nices-

sary to keep them warm and sheltered from the wind and sun.

This has led some writers to suppose that they are very delicate;

this, however, is not the Case—lit lens't not fo the extent generally
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imagined. In cases where the binU have been pamijered and itai

ud in artificially heated houses, and never exposed to a cutting

northeast wind, no doubt they are delicate, as are all fowls r aii, 1

under similar conditions ; but when treated in an ordinary wiy

they are found to be less sulyect to many diseases than either Co

chins or Brahraas.

At the time when Spanish were at the height of their popuHii

ty Admiral Hornby was the most successful exhibitor ; then cimc

Mrs. Stowe ; next we go to Bristol, and here Mr. Rake and Mr
Heath formed their famous stud of birds, and it is to these two

gentlemen that the breeders of the present day are principally in

debted for the beautiful smooth face so much more common now

than formerly. Next followed Mr. Parsley, who was invincible in

the show pen for some years, but his birds were more of the cau-

liflower face, and when he disposed of them at Steven's, by auc-

tion, we doubt if they did much to improve the variety, although

there was a keen competition amongst buyers to possess some of

his stock. Since then Bristol has been the home of Spanish, most

of the winners, having been bred there by well-known exhibitors,

although occasionally a Londoner has bred and exhibited birds

which have even been victorious at Bristol shows.

There are always a number of people living in large towns or in

the suburbs, who would very much like to keep a few fowls for the

sake of a new laid egg, and who at the same time would like to

enter into the excitement of exhibiting their birds, but, from want

of sufficient room, and the absence of a grass run, are deterred from

making a start. Now it is astonishing what a .small space is suf-

ficient to keep Spanish in the most perfect health and the bright-

est of plumage. A run only a few yards square will he ample if

proper attention is paid to their wants, and they are kept clean,

and their sleeping places well ventilated. When poultry can be

kept, and even successfully exhibited under such conditions, it is

not surprising that all the best Spanish are bred in or near to large

towns, as there are so very few varieties of fowls which can be kept

satisfactorily by an amateur not living in the country. We do not

wish 10 mislead our readers, or for them to imagine that there are

no difficulties in breeding and rearing these birds, and we will at

once state that Spanish require more attention and care than any

other variety we know of. that is, if a fancier intends to enter into

successful competition ; and unless he is endowed with an unusual-

ly large amount of patience and perseverance, and a real love for

poultry, we should not advise him to attempt to keep them, as

these qualities will be well tested when the birds get heavy in face,

large in comb, and in trimming them for exhibition ; but to the

fancier who is fond of being with his birds, and studying their

habits, they will be a continual source of amusement and relaxa-

tion.

Por eating, their flesh is somewhat drier, and wanting the lus-

cious flavor of the Dorking, Game, and French breeds ; but as egg

producers, there is not another fowl that can equal them, although

they do not begin to lay quite so early in the season as some other

varieties. Pullets, however, if well fed and cared for, will mostly

commence to lay when about six or seven months old, and they

will continue laying almost without intermission for eight months,

producing from four to five eggs per week. Hens do not lay quite

30 freely, but with good feeding they will generally lay every oth-

er day for seven or eight mon ths in the year ; and when it is re-

membered that anyone living in the midst of London can obtain

a plentiful supply of very large new laid eggs, and can successful-

ly compete for prizes, it is not surprising that Spanislf are such

great favorites with town fanciers.

—

The Couiitry,

(
To be Continued.

)

PlQEOfJ DEfA^F^JJVlEfJj.

—A WoNDEKFnr. but Inexplicable Puzzle is the fact that
in the microscopical cavities to be found in rock crystal a molecule
is always to be seen in motion.

WOOD-PIGEONS.
FROM EOWINGTON MOWBRAT's WORK,

Published 1834.

The Autumnal mnrkets in London and most large towns, gen-

erally exhibit a considerable supply of these birds.

They assemble in large flocks for the night in thick coverts,

perching on the middle branches and the tops of the oaks.

Windy and boisterous evenings in November are most appro-

priate to the sport of shooting wood-pigeons which always roost

with their faces to the windward, and the gunners generally ap-

proaching behind them, hidden by the remaining foliage, and aid-

ed by the murmuring of the wind, obtain a fair chance of success,

though the ring-dove is particularly shy and watchful. This is a

sport for a company of gunners, each choosing a different stand in

the twilight, by which plan, taking the birds sitting or flying, the

bags may be well filled. As the game is large, shot-guns and

heavy shot are the best adapted. The flesh of the wood-pigeon is

in perfection in the latter summer and the autumnal mouths, from

their ability in those seasons to obtain the best food. During

winter, feeding on coleworts or any green food they can find, their

flesh is loose and bitter. At Pamber House, Hants, there has been

immemoriallj-,'au annual nest of wood-pigeons in a large yew tree,

said to be three centuries old, which grew in the garden within a

few yards of the house. We seldom saw the old birds, which used

the utmost vigilance. We were well supplied with them from the

neighboring forest. In 1827 immense flocks of wood-pigeons, to

the computed number of 2,000 in one field, were seen upon the

lands near Chicester. Sir H. Fisher's keeper killed 60 couple in

one day.

But both in the ancient and modern world, this beautiful and

variegated genus of birds has been cherished by man as a source

of amusement, and of gratification for the eye, as well as of profit,

in the article of provision for the table. Among certain of the

nations of antiquity, moreover, pigeons were held sacred and

their lives no one dared assail. The useful qualification of Mes-

senger, appertaining to the Asiatic and African species of pig

eon, is of high antiquity, and we read in the time of the Crusades,

of an Arabian prince, who had a sort of telegraphic communica-

tion kept up in his dominions, through theinstrumentality of pig-

eons, which carried letters, and were regularly relieved at appoint

ed posts. From those, doubtless, the breed celebrated in Europe,

under the name of the carrier has proceeded. In modem times

those varieties which are kept for the purposes of amusement and

show, are styled faxct breeds and they form a distinct article of

commerce in cities and great towns, the varieties, as they chance

to be in fashion, bringing a considerable price.

In London, the pigeon fanciers immemorially, I believe, have

had a club, in which premiums are awarded, and the notable sci-

ence of the fancy, through the medium of crossing colors and

forms, is promoted and perpetuated. The chief objects of the fancy
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have hitherto been those varieties styled almond (probably ermine)

TUMBLERS, CARKIEBS, and the birds with great crops, the most

fashionable variety of which is the posting horseman. The
specific merits of these breeds are indicated by their names. The
tumbler exercises that faculty in the air, but is chie6y valued for his

peculiar form and variegated plumage. The carrier, as a messen

ger cuts the air with almost inconceivable swiftness ; this is the

Columba tabellaria, the famous carrier or messenger, between Aleppo

and Alexandria in Egypt. The pouter distends his crop to a size at'

tractive to curiosity, and by grotesque attitudes, and familiarity with

man enjoys his attention. Upwards of half a century past, the pig

eon fancy was in higher estimation in this country (England) than

at present ; and the almond tumbler was then in the greatest vogue,

sums probably to the amount of twenty or thirty guineas each,

being the price of superior cocks of that breed, such as at the pres-

ent time would not produce more than five. The pigeon shops

generally seem the abode of poverty and misery, of which the poor

unfortunate birds, crammed into baskets and narrow coops, obvi

ously partake in the fullest measure. This fancy is a great favor-

ite with certain of the lower classes in London and perhaps too

generally injurious to their better interests. Their common meth-

od of entrapping stray pigeons, the property of other people, does

not well consist with an honest principle, takes up too much of the

time of those who practice it, and leads to loose, irregular habits.

The British Field Sports says :
" Few people, even those accustom-

ed to reflect on animal sufferings, are aware of those of the wretch-

ed town pigeon, harassed about from its first quitting the nest,

through the rough hands of scores of unfeeling blackguards ; its

feathers pulled, its wings braced, starved, and forced to fly against

its inclination, matched, then unmatched, and its deai'est ties brok-

en ; sold, re-sold, exposed in cages, immured in cellars, coal holes,

and loaded with every misery which can be inflicted by the wanton

caprice, neglect, and beastly ignorance of the two legged race, its

tyrants."

To be Continued.

"Man indicates his profoundest needs by his highest ideals.

That which is farthest from his grasp is biightest to his vision.

And so the cravings of his soul are betrayed in his associations

with the idea of " Rest." For he makes it the synonym of

supreme good. The conception over-arches the trouble and effort

of his daily life, as the deep, serene sky over-arches the earth.

It is to " Rest " that he looks forward in his most eager pursuits.

This is to be the end of wealth, of power, of lofty fame—some

niche of glory where he may repose upon his honors ; some sun-

ny retreat, in which his later life may slowly burn away like a

summer evening.

What a blessing does he acknowledge in literal rest ; in the

sleep whose soft oblivion makes an island of every day, and

breaks the hold of continuous care ; that cools the hot brain, and

bathes the weary eyelids, and lets the buffeted and foundering

heart cast anchor every night in some harbor of happy dreams.

He feels the beneficence of that law which makes even misery

halt, and besieging fortune strike its tents, and in the great de-

mocracy of nature levels the children of men in common help-

lessness and common need ; finding no conditions so wretched, no

spot so black, that even the most desperate cannot recline nearer

to the common mother, and forget for a little while their sorrow

and their shame.

And when, in the merely natural vein of things, man would

soften the gloom of the grave and find some consolation in that

which is inevitable, he thinks of it as a place of kindly rest—

a

port where the storms of life never beat, and the forms that

have been tossed on its chafing waves lie quiet for evermore."

—Selected.

SpOI^JS|VlA^fj's DEpy^F^JjVIEf

EXTRAORDINARY DOGS.
Rev. H. J. Borthwick has two dogs that spend the greater part

of their time in fishing. His house is built on the bank of a bay

where the water has backed in from the Eideau Canal, and the

fish, which are very plentiful—chub, bass, and perch—come up
within a few feet of the kitchen doors. The two dogs—one a

Scotch terrier, and the other a cross between a Spaniel and a

Newfoundland—commence fishing in the morning and spend the

whole day at it. The terrier stands on a log, and when a fish

comes near him he makes a snap at him with his teeth and some-

times succeeds in catching his prey. Frequently he gets so dizzy

from watching the fish that he tumbles into the water, after which

he has to go ashore and rest himself before venturing on the log

again. The other dog takes a diflferent plan ; he wades out into

the water until he is all covered except his head, and remains

very quiet until the fish comes. The strange part of it is he never

catches anything, and when the fish nibble at his nose he becomes

so frightened that he leaps out of the water. Yet this sport has

such a fascination for him that he remains for hours at a time in

the water, until he becomes so stiff' he can hardly walk to the

shore, and he has contracted rheumatic pains that make him
howl when he tries to get up after lying down in the sunlight to dry

himself The two animals are a curiosity, and they afford con-

siderable amusement to the family by their eccentricities.

—

Ottawa

Citizen.

Of all dogs we have seen in this city, says the Globe-Democrat

of St. Louis, not one can compare with Pompey, the Franklin

avenue dog. Pompey is ten years of age. He was born on the

premises of his present owners. He stands about twenty-eight

inches high, is of comely proportions, of very sedate manners, and

has ever been averse to cultivating the acquaintance of other dogs.

The little social courtesies which other less dignified dogs are wont

to exchange whenever they meet, are beneath his dignity, and h&

will countenance no undue familiarity either from man or dog.

By day he is a perfect hermit, hiding himself in the rear of his

master's stables, and seldom coming from his seclusion even for

food or drink ; by night, even his owners are powerless to keep

him from his "beat." When but two years of age he began a

career of night-watching. Not confining himself to his master's

premises, he included the entire neighborhood. Thus, in a few

weeks, he became aware that policemen were similarly engaged,

and he was not long in making himself acquainted with his blue-

coated allie«, with whom he soon became a constant nocturnal

companion and a great favorite. In summer and winter, through,

rain and snow, when other dogs were comfortably crouched in

their kennels, for eight years has Pompey, faithful to his duty

and apparently conscious of his responsibility, paced his lonely

beat side by side with the policeman. Though he never received

the appointment, though the Commissioners have never officially

recognized him as in the service, he has never faltered in his-
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fidelity. When on duty, at night, he oftentimes has met his

masters on the street, but no amount of coaxing can induce him

to give to them a single wag of recognition. Off duty, by day,

he is equally indifferent to the salutations of his night compaions.

Ho knows perfectly the boundary of his beat, and the policemen

have frequently passed the line to see if he would follow ; but

he invarialily comes to a dead halt, and by his actions says—"You

mistake your limit." The policeman relieved from duty at 11

o'clock is instantly ignored the moment his partner comes on duty,

and no strategy can inveigle him into following his first companion.

Ho is thoroughly familiar with the signification of the different

" raps," and on several occasions when the Sergeant's challenge

(two raps) was given, being for good and sufficient reasons in a

semi-conscious state, the dog actually roused him from his nap

by pawing and nosing at his hands I And it is well known by

his owners that even in the day-time when he is off duty and when

nothing else will move him, the sound of " three distinct raps
"

(a policeman's call for help) will instantly rouse him from his

hiding place ; and on one such occasion, being fastened, he broke

his chain, and dragged the remnant of it after him to the scene of

the difficulty, where it is needless to say, he rendered effective

service.

There are several business places on his beat where a light is

left burning all night, and where the policeman on duty occasion-

ally takes a look in to see that all is right. At each of these

places the dog invariably stops and, standing on his hind legs,

takes observations with as much apparent concern as his partner

—the other policeman !

For years it has been the habit of the policeman on duty to

divide with him wliatever they may have in the way of lunch.

If by design or neglect a fair division of rations is omitted, he

will promptly manifest his indignation by falling nearly a square

to the rear of the offender, which distance he will doggedly main-

tain to the close of the rounds.

When an arrest is made, he always gets in position so as to

place the prisoner between himself and his partner. But, per-

haps, the most conclusive indication of intelligence is shown by

his recognition, ever after, of any prisoner whom he has once

accompanied to the lock-up. No matter when or where he may

meet such a one, he seems to look upon him as an outlaw, and

while never actually attacking, he will, by indescribable but

eloquent actions, endeavor to hold him in durance.

His owners were at first greatly annoyed at Pompey's nightly

wanderings, and made many eflfbrts to keep him exclusively to his

home duties; but they have long since concluded that the doctrine

of Pythagoras is made manifest in their dog, and they have come

to believe that the spirit of some deceased policeman has infused

itself in the body of Pompey. Be that as it may, Pompey is one

of the institutions of the city, and one, too, of which it may well

be proud.

In conclusion, it may be of interest to naturalists to know
that Pompey was born without a tail. The theory of Darwin

on the " Origin of the Species " may still receive another con-

firmation."
--•

The Eope of Ocnhs.—Ocnus was a poor but industrious

Greek laborer who had a lazy wife, a very poor housekeeper, who

wasted all he earned. The trials of Ocnus inspired the Grecian

painter Polygnotus with the idea for a celebrated picture. He
represented a man making a rope out of straw, whilst an ass

beside him ate the rope as fast as it was woven, thus rendering
the work of the rope-maker useless. This painting gave rise to a

favorite proverb among the Greeks ; for to say, " It is labor

lost," they repeated enigmatically, " It is the rope of Ocnus."

Malt dust mixed with other food promotes the laying qualities

in fowls.

DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT.
household RBCIPE8.

Having been requested repeatedly to continue this departme

as started in No. II, Vol. I, and which was crowded out by other

matter, we reply that having made room, each weekly issue will

contain recipes warranted good, and we request all interested to

aid us in this matter by contributions of proven recipes, and sug-

gestions for the housekeeper.

Two secrets in the Roasting of Beef.—Not long since, at the

table of a friend, a roast of beef was placed before us which was

so juicy and full of flavor, we could not withold verbal praise.

" Yes," said our hostess, " I always get credit for my roast beef,

but any body could cook it just as well if they would only use a

little common sense. Now you see, almost every body will take

a roast maybe an hour before it's time to put it in the oven, and

rub it all over with salt and sprinkle on the pepper, some say ' so's

to have it ready,' others say 'so it will be thoroughly seasoned.'

Now just think of it. The salt extracts the juices of the meat.

Fixing meat that way is like squeezing the juice out of a

peach to mix in the cream, and giving folks the skin, fiber and

stone to eat ! To those that like the juice and flavor in the gravy

that's all very well ; we want ours in the meat. That's one of the

secrets, and " the other is like unto it ;" some folks will put a roast

into an oven about half heated, taking time enough ahead to

make up for the slow fire. The juices become melted and escape

by the pores into the pan, and the meat will be served tough,

fibrous and tasteless ; as good as chips. My way is to have my
oven so hot that the whole roast will be browned over in a min-

ute, closing every pore ; then I temper the heat down so the meat

has a chance to cook just to our taste. I add pepper before put-

ting it in the oven, but no salt until about five minutes before

serving, then I add it first to the liquid in the dripping pan, so it

shall be applied scalding hot at the last basting. You can see

for yourself that there's reason in it."

The Omelet.—There are but few people that know a good ome-

let, and fewer still that know how to make and serve one. Most

people imagine a mixture of milk, eggs and flour, if placed be-

fore them in a lengthy roll, nicely browned, is an omelet; but

compare the soggy mass, the eggs overdone if the flour be cooked,

the flour raw if the eggs be just right, with the delicate porous

mass, the omelet proper, and the difference is clearly discernable.

1st. It takes fresh eggs and none but fresh eggs will answer,

two to the person to eat of it—for it's an aggravation to any one

to have less—with a table-spoonful of milk to each egg. Beat

eggs and milk thoroughly as you would for sponge cake. Have

butter hot, but neither browned or scorched, in the omelet pan ;

pour in the mixture, run a knife around the edge to keep it

from burning ; begin to roll it up from one side, at the last turn

leave it an instant to browm ; then serve on a warmed plate. The

cooking, if your fire is right, will have taken about a minute.

Don't wait for the whole mass to get thoroughly cooked, as the

rest will cook by its own heat.

Yes, I left the salt out on purpose, it just spoils an omelet ; and

the flour,—Prof. Blot says " flour can't be cooked done, short of

eight minutes," and the omelet cooks in one ; so we " cook " the

flour as hot rolls, and serve on a separate dish.

From the " Garden " I get an idea too good to be lost. It

says :
" Among the prettiest things we have ever seen in the Lon-

don flower-market, are small pots containing growing plants of

forced lilies of the valley, and a few fine crimson tulips, growing

out of a healthy little tuft of the common maiden-hair fern.

Emilt Hope.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEJYT.
GENERAL POULTRY KEEPING.

But few realize the value of eggs as an article of diet. They
are accepted as a part of our daily food, but their worth is really

unquestioned, and the thought is never raised as to what expense

we would have to be to replace them if we could.

They are in truth animal food, and possess in their small com
pass more nutriment and less waste for their weight, than any

other object provided for the sustenance of man. And nutriment,

too, of a character suited to any age, condition, and requirement

of life.

With eggs filling so perfect a relation to the existence of every

one, is it not strange that their producers, fowls, are not more

generally kept—when we also consider that their young form one

of the chiff delicacies of the market ?—and that too when as they

are omuiverous, they would produce if properly cared for, the

eggs for the use of a family from scarcely more than the refuse

from that family's kitchen—refuse that would otherwise be wasted

or given for the support of the stock of more thrifty, careful

owners "i Is it because this question is not considered in its true

light ? Is it because it seems too small for consideration, or do

some viewing the extensive yards, runs, and houses of the landed

proprietors, think all these necessary to the work ?

" But we can get eggs at any grocery ! " Granted ; but the

beauty—the greatest worth of an egg is in its freshness. It is

living food. When freshly laid its nutritive qualities are in per-

fection; as soon as laid it begins to die. The death is slow, and

if the egg be kept in pure air, will be slower ; but a taint in the

atmosphere soon affects it, as breathing impure air affects the

human system. It is not generally considered that the tiny dots

upon the shell are breathing tubes, by which the life within is sus-

tained. When placed or kept in vitiated air, the air within

becomes poisoned. It is no more than hermetically sealing the

eggs by closing those pores, keeping them from contact with

the air, that permits them to be kept through a long season.

The principle of life is destroyed, but the process of putrefac-

tion delayed.

Large yards, runs, and expensive buildings are not necessary,

but cleanliness is indispensible, and cleanliness may be carried to

the same perfection in the corner of a woodshed, as in an
elaborately jjlanned poultry house, with every known convenience.

In fact better, easier, and with what expense? the merest outlay.

and almost nothing if time be not money, that is if yoing
hands can be employed. A little lime for whitewashing and dis-

infecting, a few bundle of lathes if there are any neighbors that

may be disturbed, a bundle of straw occasionally for nests, and a

load or so of sand or scrapings from the road or street if the soil

be proper, to spread beneath the roosts, to catch the excreta. A
five minutes work in the morning will keep the house of twenty

fowls perfectly clean if sand or earth be spread beneath the roosts.

This excrement with the earth if properly kept from the action of

the weather, will soon fill a barrel. The earth will prevent any

disagreeable odor, and the sale of both to a market gardener will

pay for every extra we have above noted.

"But," says one, " I've tried it, and the pesky things would eat

their heads off and never lay an egg except when eggs were worth

nothing a dozen. More trouble than they were worth. Would'nt

keep one on my premises."

Then my friend, there's a mistake, a mismanagement some-

where. What kind of fowls did you keep ? " Oh, I don't know,

wife bought them of a farmer's wagon on the street, thought it

would be nice you know, to have a fresh egg for the baby, and all

that, so she got some hens. Its all the same, its hens that lays

the eggs." Just this same argument of our neighbor will be

found at the bottom of every failure. The subject is not given

proper consideration, the place they are to be kept in, or the

general habits of the dififerent breeds looked out for. No one

would expect a St. Bernard dog to go chasing rats in the cellar

or to stand for game, or the rat terrier, or pointer to dig men out

of the snow, but these facts have been drilled into the craniums of

mankind from their primer up. The idea has become a sort of

instinct, for a specific purpose and place, the breed or sorts adapted

is procured. A man wishes to purchase a dozen chairs. He

orders a dozen. The question comes first ' what kind.' What
would the dealer say to the answer, ' oh, any kind. I want a

dozen chairs.' Would he not ask for what place or purpose ?

Would he not consider the man lacking in sense that would not

consider the object relative to the place it was to occupy; were

he to put a scarlet brocatelle in his kitchen, or a painted, wooden-

bottomed chair in his drawing room ? It looks equally so to the

fancier, when a man with a small range, desiring fowls for eggs,

purchases those fowls whose characteristic is flesh and motherli-

ness, or one desiring a table fowl purchases the small, skinny,

bony, nervous egg producers. It is to give information concern-

ing these things that poultry papers are published. We propose

to give a series of articles adapted to the beginner and would-be

beginner, that this important item in domestic economy ; turnmg

the waste of a household into the most valuable and nutritive of

food, may receive the consideration to which it is entitled.

PDELISHING SHOW REPORTS.

In the list of Berks Co. premiums, we gave 1st prize on W. F.

Black Spanish, to Dr. Heckman, whereas it was awarded 6^ the

Association to Oliver D. Schock.

Hereafter we shall not publish show reports unless verified by

official signature.

CURIOSITY.

A correspondent, Mr. H. Bowers of Albany, N. Y., send us

a (?) feather taken from the tail of a young mocking bird, being

two feathers in one quill.

At the Oneonta, N. S. Agricultural Show, where over one

hundred coops were on exhibition, the following of our subscrib-

ers were awarded premiums.

Lee F. Dawson, Oneonta, N. Y., 1st premium for best and larg-

est display. E. B. R. Game, 1st; G. Bantams, 1st and 2d ; W.

I
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L., 1st ; P. Rocks, 1st; S. Polish, 1st ; W. Polish, Ist; Pigeons,

1st; Hal)l.iis, Ist. G. R. lUy, W. I.a.ircns, N. Y., P. C, 2J.

S. D. Game, Ist; Houdans, Ist; B B. R. Giiine, 2d. Fred.

Hallock, W. L. 2nd; Br. L. 2nd.

CARDS AND CATALOGDES RECEIVED.

F. D. Pailey, dealer in Fancy Poultry, St. Clairsvillo, Ohio.

J no. R. Clancy, poultry dealer, 82 VV. Genesee St., Syracuse,

N. Y.

Jos. Reibnieister, breeder of fancy pigeons, Batavia, N. Y.

T. D. Adams, Lock Box 61, Franklin, Pa. Agent for Imperial

Effg Fodd, and Home corn sheller.

Geo, V. Flcchcr, Belmont, Mass. "Lt. Brahmas my specialty."

J. H. Morrison, Breedcrof Plymouth Rocks and White Leghorns,

Marlow, N. II.

Robert Lewis, breeder of P. C. and B. L's, Hope Hill Gardens,

Castletori, N. Y.

CoPF^ESpOflDErJCE.

Will ferrets kill rats ? H. Bowers.

Yes, ferrets will kill rats, and when used for hunting rats, are

kept muzzled to prevent their so doing, as killing and eating one,

the ferret will be satisfied afid give up the chase for the lime.

Ferrets are generally used with rat dogs; the ferrets driving the

rats into the dogs' presence, or into nets made for the purpose.

Editor Fanciers' Journal:

I am a young poultry fancier, also a subscriber to The Fan-

ciEits' Journal and Poultry Exchange. I like the paper

very much, have learned a great deal about poultry from it

already. I also like your exchange column very much. Enclosed

find twenty-five cents, for which publish the enclosed in your ex-

change column and oblige. Yours truly,

B. M. Crosby.
Yates Co., N. Y., Oct. 16, 1876.

Editor Fanciers' Journal :

Greenhorn's question " what are we to understand by the term

Game Cock ?" is a hard one to answer. Perha|)S some of the

" big guns of the fancy " can give a correct definition, I cannot,

but can tell him how to fix up one, such as win the prizes at our

shows. Let him take one of those birds that the boys call "walk-

up-the-creek," or ' lipe-ups" (sand piper); fasten a rooster's tail

on it and he will have a perfect model of the modern style of

Game Cock. Yours truly.

Rooster Ben.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedJrom all.

—It will be remembered that during the siege of Paris a good
deal was done in the sending of photographically reduced dis-

patches by balloons. The inventor of the method of reduction,

M. Dagron, has lately applied it to the production of maps. In

this way the whole official map of France is brought into a form
that can be easily carried in a pocket book; and maps of all the

countries of Europe are arranged to be carried on a cartridge-bL-lt

along with the inagnityiug apparatus (lelmttre iiikroyrapliKjue), a

joint invention of Dagron, Dallemagne, and Rilioulet. The re-

duction of the maps can be on any required scale. The smaller

this is the more convenient the magnification. The telemeter has

the size and form of a stereoscopic apparatus. By means of

it all the details of the original map are greatly enlarged and can
be easily studied. In darkness the light of a match or even the

glowing of a cigar suffices to enable one to read otf the map at

once. The iTciich aiiticipate these maps will prove very service-

able in tiasb tif war and also fbr etlucktional purposed.

—Influence of Season.—Donhoflf calls attention to the fact

that the obvious difference between the fur of animals in summer
and winter is associated with an equally striking ditference in the
texture or thickness of their skins. Tlius, for example, the
average weight of an ox hide in winter is seventy pounds ; in sum-
mer fifty-five pounds ; the hair in winter weighs about two pounds,
in summer one pound, leaving about fourteen pounds to he
accounted for by the proper substance of the skin.

These dirterc' ces are quite as decided in fcetal animals as in
adults. Calves born in winter have a longer and thicker coat
than tho^e born in summer; moreover there is a diU'erence of
more than a pound in the average weight of their skin after the
hiiir has been removed. Similar facts may be observed in the
case of goats and lambs. That these differences are not to be

ascribed to any corresponding change in the diet and regimen of
parent animals is proved by the fact that they are equally mani-
fest in the young of individuals kept under cover and on the same
food the year round.

—Study of Botany.—I see by this week's Journal an arti-

cle on botany, recommending all teachers to teach the same in

their schools. This I think would be a very useful branch, as

there are so few that ever take a thought for what all these varie-

ties are intended for.

I believe there may be cures for all complaints, derived from
plants, and if botany was taught in our schools I have no doubt
but the medical properties would be le trued to a great extent, as
well as the nature, mode of growth, and sexual systems.

How many lire there in this year of our Centennial, who can say
that they understand the nature and manner of growih of our veg-
etable kingdom ? I often hear it remarked that this or that plant
is male, because it cimtains no seed or fruit. I have always been
taught that all plants, from the stunly oak down to the smallest
blade of grass are male, because they produce of themselves seeds
only, and not new plants, as the formation of the seed is peculiar

to the male, and the nourishment and cxjiansion of it is peculiar

to the female. It follows that i 11 the subjects of the vegetable
kingdom are males, because they are concerne<l only in preparing
the seed for the production of the plant ; and that the earth alone
is the common female, the common mother of the vegetable king-

dom, because she nourishes and expands the seed, and thus actual-

ly brings forth new plants.

Wm. J. Pyle.

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the week ending Oct. 17, 1876.

2 Virginia Deer
(
Cervus virginimms). Presented by Dr. Givin,

Phila.

I Bed Fox (Vulpes fubms). Presented by And. Rudolph,

Phila.

1 Macaque Monkey (il/acacus cynomo/(7Ms). Purchased.

4 1ica\exi (C isior cntmderntis). Purchased.

1 Alligator [A. mississippiensis). Purchased.

2 Tree Boas {Epia-alis) from Cuba, purchased.

2 Boas {Boa constridor). Purchased.

1 Striped Snake (Euiainia). Presented by Jas. P. Stabler,

Sandy Spring, Montg. Co., Pa.

1 Javan Porcupine (//v"'"'^ /"'"""^a)- Born in the garden.

1 Brown Capuchin (Cehus fauellus). Presented by John W.
Beebe, Phila.

2 Copperheads (Aglcislrodon coniortrix). Presented by Kirk

Brown, Pleasant Grove, Pa.

1 Great Horned Owl (B«6o DiV^miant/s). Presented, by Philjp

Ilohl, Phila.

1 Large Water Snake {Ner^dia fasciaia). Presented by Theo.

Roberts, Phila.

2 Capromys (Capromys pilorides). Born in the garden.

3 AlliL'ators {A. Mississippiensis), Presented by Wm. Yew-

dall, Phila. • -

Arthur E. Brown, Geiii Sap^t.
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(For Fanciers' Journal.)

zoo NOTES, NO. 30.

BY HUON.

The Covgak (Felisconcohr.)

Scene in the Great Carnivora House, Grampy and Halchen in

front of the Coufjars' cage.

Granipi/.—"Ves! Halchen tli.at is o»r indigenous, long-tailed cat

!

You will observe that the lynx, and others of the wild eat tribe, have

short tails, and of those there are three distinct species, lint there

is only one true representative of the long-tailed genus felis, and

yon behold him in the cage before us ! You notice that he has

no stripes, as has the tiger yonder, no spots as the leopard, nor no
rosettes as the jaguar; consequently, naturalists have given him
the name of the American lion. Indeed, no animal has received

so many names—among them being puma and paniher."

Halchen. " But I think [ have read of s/)o((erf cougars V
Grampy. "Yes! but the spots can only be seen by a certain

light—so nenrly invisible are they. Upon the very young cubs

such markings are quite plain ; but they disappear be'bre the an

mal comes to maturity, and, except in the light spoken of, are

seen no more.

" No ! there is not much grace about the cougar. Nature seems

to have made him more for strength than for beautj'. But what

a tail has been entailed upon him ! And how plainly he spoke

with it jnst now, when that unlawful cane was thrust at him !

Such a fellow as this is not to be found every d.iy, though bis

family has a wide range—it being from Paraguay souih, to the

great lakes of America, north. It is well that he is rather scarce,

he being one of those fierce creatures, a few of which go a great

ways. Nocturnal in habit, he is only active at nighl, when man-

kind is, or ought to be asleep, Therefore he is not 'seen of man.'

He is quite solitary in his habits, too; and, when civilization

crowds him, he retreats to the more remote parts of the great

forests. Squatters don't pray much for the presence of cougars

among them ; and the iippearance of a single oue is quite enough

to throw a communiiy into a state of excitement greater than

that caused by the presence of a mad dog, or a drove of Texas

steers, among us.

" The cougar is a splendid climber, and will run up a tree as

lightly and as quirkly as the liveliest cat of his family—not like

the clumsy bear, by hugging, but by the use of his terribly sharp

claws. Once up the tree, he v/ill ' spread himself on a horizon-

tal branch, and quietly wait for his ' marketing ' to come along.

Woe, then, to the elk, antelope, or even buffalo, that happens to

promenade under that tree—for no sooner does one come within

'range,' thnn the cougar, with one bound, is on its back, with his

sharp claws sunk deep in his victim's flesh! Away bounds the

poor elk or buffalo, as it may be, with its murderous rider, dash

ing through the bushes, now on this side and now on the other,

in hopes to shake off its terrible assailant ! All in vain ! Closely

clasping his V'ctim's neck, the cougar clings en, tearing the throat

of its prey and drinking its blood, all ihe while under a mad
gallop. Faint and feeble, the poor ruminant plunges on, to stng-

ger and fall at last, exhausted by the wild run and loss of blood.

This is about the best and worst I can tell you of the American
lion.

" Yas, mister ! I've hcarn your talk ; but thur's one Ijhing that

kin git the kugnr—es you call him," said a rough-looking man
in a suit of "Kentucky jean," fur cap, and pantaloons tucked

insiile of his boots—fiice and hands copper or bronze color.

"A rifle, I sup]iose V
" No, sur ! A caquaw, or what you hyr call a Canady porky-

pine. You're got two or ihrep on 'cm in your Carding hyr."

. ""Oh I no, friend ! you can't know much about cbugars, or yon

would not say that a porcupine would stand any chance wi h one

of ihem."

" Thar's whar you're wrong, strenger ! You're a sitty man,
an' that's savin' hunks; but you don't know nothin' 'bout woods

an' perarie life, I reckin. I've known mor'n one piiynter like this

yer one to be killed by a porkypine. Ye see, stronger, when the

p.aynter goes to gobble up the ugly little warmint, he has his

mouth wide open, and, jist at the right time, the poikypine gins

one sling ur thut tail o' his'n, an' strikes the paynter kerslap in

the mouth, fillin' his tongue, lips, and jaws so full of bis sharp

stickers, that the beest can't shet his mouth ! An' the more the

payntvr tries to get rid of 'em tl e more he don't—for they sink

in deeper an' deeper, kase on the eend they're like a fish book.

Yas, sur ! An' paynter sneaks off to turn hidin'-place, where his

tongue an' jaws swell till he dies—dcd ez thunder. Oh ! yas,

strenger ! I know a beep 'bout paynters! See hyr! Did you

ever travel with one on 'em, near a hull night, on a log—you on

one eend an' he on the other?"

" No, sir ! Nor ary one else."

"Wrong agin, strenger!—fur I did onst. An' I hcd the pleas-

ure o' his company fur a day an' a night arterwards, too !"

" I should like to hear the history of that adventure."

" Well, strenger ! its too durn hot in hyr fur ennything but

them g'r;iffs, or these thunderin' Australy grasshoppers. Less

go outdoors, in the sunshine, an' I'll tell yer."

Desiring to hear the strange story, I complied. Seating our-

selves under one of the leafless trees, on one of those warm De-

cember afternoons, I was told the following story, which I will give,

as nearly as I can, in the speaker's peculiar vernacular:

" Strenger ! I hev lived mo.^t of my life in the woods or on the

peraries, an' hev sei-n a heap o' brute naiur'. I've larncd thut the

most ferociousest of animiles ain't allers ferocious. An' these

paynters—the wust sarpents, aniost, whut is in the woods—git

'em onst skeered, an' they'll behave equal to some Christians I've

beam on ! An' the story I'm goin' to tell you, an' which is true

as breitbin', will prove it. This is the second animile show shop

I was ever in; an' I am goin' to tell ^ou of the fust one. I've

tellcd it once afore, an a man by the name o' Mayne Reed hez put

it in one o' his books, but I'm the man wot it happened with, any-

how
" Well, strenger! I'm from Loozanny. An' we hev fluds thar

as is fluds ! Ev'ry year we hev one, tho' they ain't all sich as the

one I'm goiu' to tell 'bout.

"Well, ten veer ago I squatted out thar, an' bed jist finished

my shanty, when whut should come 'h ng but one of them durned

fluds thut kivered the country fnr milds an' milds 'round! It

wus in the ded o' night, an' I was sound asleep. An' I tell yer

whut! when I felt the wotter soakin' thru my blanket, I wa'n't

long gettin' awake an' makin' fur the door. I saw sunnhin' when

I looked out thut door, I tell yer ! In clearin' off I hcd left some

stumps 'bout three foot high. But thur wur nary stumps to be

seen now—all under wotttr. An' the way it wus rollin' doun

wus a caution, I tell yer ! The nearest naybor I bed wus ten

milds off. I knew his shanty stood on high ground; but how

wus I to git thar? I cud swim, but not thut fur! 'Sides, to be

knocked about by drift-logs an' trees ! Howsumdever, thur must

sumtbin' be dun. Gu I must, fur the- wotter wus risin' every

minnit. The current wus setlin' right straight fur my naybor's

shanty, an' I made up my mmd thut the fust big tree or b g thut

kim 'long should curry nie with it snmwhar. Well, jist then a

log did cum. I bed 'bout light cnuff to see thut it wus as big a

one ez I could have wi>hed fur. An' waitin' my time, ez it slid

past I swung onto it; an', crawlin' up to the eend, I sot down

straddle, up to my hams in wotter. Well, the durn'd thing dipt

con.siddablc; an', thinkin' I'd be more comfutable to 'aid the mid-

dle, I made a change o' base. All to onst I seed the other eend
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«iis ociypicd too ! Whut it was cliimpin' up tliiir it wur too dark

to dutarjiiiiie; but I lied sense enuff to know that it wiir a var-

mint o' sum kind—tlio' wluu, I couldn't tell. ' It mout be a

li'ar !' I iliuni! ; an' then, agin, I tliunk it moutn'tl Howsum-

devur, I warn 't long lelt jiil)us 'hort the cussed thing—fur the log,

yer see, kep' miikiii' circles as it drifted. An' when the animile's

eend cum 'round in a certain way, whar thur wus no sky back, I

ketehed a glimpse o' his eyes, an', durn my skin, ef it wusent a

paynler—or whut you fellers here call a kugur!

To be Continued.

IISVllVO H. IIILMER, Chicopfc, Mass., will exchanise good
Cockerels nroun U-ghoin, White Legborn, Ploudiin. S. S. Poli.^h. (CanwriBhfs
•sti-ain), fo- I'ulleta of same variety, or IM^mouth Kock fullets, Kouen or
I'ekin Ducka,

CiEO. O. BKOWK, Brooklandville, Md.. bis 1 mule Cal'a Quiiil, 1

pair Red l'-ie»ts, (good), I Ansora, and 1 l.op Bunk, 1 trio P. Co.hins, Ulack
Ked Uauie liantiiuis, and 1 D ue cap Magpie Cock, premium bird, for exchange.
tffers de.^ired iujmediately. Podlals or monogram note communicatiODS,
ither, solicited.

ExcI^A^NqES.

U^^Advertisements under thiH head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribiniT a."d olTeriiig fir fclxicliaiL^e only, will be allowed at 25 cents

for p:irri and every insertion, for every line extra 10 cent* will be cbmged.
(i^*"-'To KXUIl.\NGli FOR OASU'" OF "ORKKND\CKS," "WANTED A PURCHASt:R,"

or *'\va.nti;d an otfkr," oCc , etc., cauaot uuderauy circumstances be admitted
to the ExrliniM^f or Want column,

ij^g^No Exchiiiig«or Waut will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

F. F. PKE*iTON, Candor, N. Y., will exchange one fine Silver L.

Sobright Bantdm Cock, for Goldens, Black Africaas, or Partridge Cochin
Cock.

BOX 47-4, Orange, N. J., wan
Puckwiug G;imes, anj Dark Brahmi
Harness, Jer ey Cult, SleigU, Buggy, <

to exchange 1 pnir Uoud.ins, 1 pnir
I, tor Brown Leghorn I'ullets, Single

R. ]?I. CKOSSRV, Birringcon, Yatee Co., N. V., has a Iloudan Cock
which he wishes to fxchiinge for Cock of sime kind—object, iraproveuifnt of

stock ; also gfiod Grt-en Tea, to exchange for a trio of Brown Leglj

Partridge t.'nch'n-s, or offers.

A. A. WViiLIE) Bowmanville, Ontario, will exchimgH a set of Box-
ing GloVfS, nnw .Smith & Wesnon Seveu Shooter Revolver, Printing Pr^ss,

ith three fonts of fancy type, Ink Pud, &c., Meerahaum
,- r.^.^^^.\ fr,,. w,.nr.» i'icj;eou.s. Or ofTcr.^. .>peak quick.

D. i . TOBIAS, Litiz, Pa., will exchange P. and B. Cochins for W.
B. Leiihcrns, or '^auies. Gauit^s preferred Stock must be good, as mine is.

E. C, SiniTIf, Uolton Hotel. Harri.<burg, Pa., will exchange High-
flyew. Inside nud Common I'unililers, for White Leghorns and Dark Brahmas.
(hens or pullet-'.) Must be good stock, as mine are. What other offers.

THJJftI %S PABKEK, Johnstown, N. Y., wants to exchange a trio

of VV. C. B. Polands, l>t prize winners, 1 trio :*. S. Polish, imported 1S75. tor

Breech-loading Shot-Gun, Breech-loadiug Rifle, or Hunting-case Watch
Polish Vdlued at $20 per trio.

EDWAIfiD A, FBV, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange White Fantail

Pigeons, and 1 pair Hhick brested Ued G;ime Bantam Chicks, for White or

Black Curriers, or offers. None but first-class stock wanted. Will give the

HE(VieY C. WICKS, 71 West Clifford St., Providence, R. I., has a

full blooded English Pointer Dog Pup, ten months old, marhed liver and
white, which he will exchange fur an Irish Bull Dog, must be full-blooded,

, ears cut, and well marked, or for offers.

WINFI. LB, Box 110, McKwensvilte, Pa., will exchance Printing of

any kind, also copy of Graham's Standard Phonography, for offers in Fancy
Pigeons. Send on po.-^tala.

\V, J. EREIVDEX, Williamspnrt. will exchange 6 thoroughbred
Irish Setter Pup^ seven weeks old, p^iir RedCarriers, and B. B.Red and Duck-

ng t-ame Bitntams, for Breecb-loading Shot Guns, iierchaudise, or offers in

y thing that wi nt eat, or will sell.

ISKAEL FESSLER. Kehrersburg. Berks Co., Pa., will exchange
one pair Blai-k jHcitbins,oue pair Blue-wingTurbits, one pairS. S. Uamburgs,
for a gond Seven-shooter Hevolver, or offers.

J. J. AK<N4»L.D, Lockport, N. Y., contemplating a change of refi-

dence, will exchange one pair Black-winged Turbits, from E C. .^kinner; two
pairs White Afriran Owls, one pair, 1st at Pittsburg, other 2d at Buffalo, from
U. F. Shannon and E C. Skinner respectively, and several pair of Homings,
for a first.class Central-fire Sh-.t Guns.

CHABIiES W. HOIXT, Nashua, N. H., will exchange his stock

of Hed I'ile Game Hautams, f._;r Fancy Pigeons; Blue or Yrllow Fans preferred.

The lot consists of one Cork, (yellow legs), thre« Hens, two May-hatched
Pullets, ten small Chicks, fnmi one to four weeks old. What offers?

C. ''. «;. CHA«K, 206 Franklin St., New York, will exchange L B
Chicks, Rouen Aylesbury, and Muscovy Ducks, (Todd's strain), W. C. U
Poland Cockerels, for Brown Leghorns, B. Spanish, W. C B. Polands, Pekii

Bucks, Gee.*e. Nursery ftnrk of all kinds. Trees, Vines, &c

,
will exchange a C Cornet, cost $60. for i

Must be in good order, as the Cornet is.

fOOK pXCHANGE.

JOS. N. S<'OTT, Newtown, Bucks Co., Pa., will exchange Brown
Leghorn O'-ckerel and three Pullets, pair Red Swallo^vs, pair Itlack Magpies,
1 Cok, White Fan, for Pekin Ducks, China Geese, or Fancy Pigeons, or

ASA H^ftSMER, Baldwinville, Mass ,
to reduce varieties, will ex-

change all of my premium \Vhite and Black Cochins, 1 psir G. L. S. Bantams,
and I pair Red .lacobtn Pigeons, for Plymouth Rocks, or Hnudans, or offers .

W. i\ EATOM, Newark. N. J., wants Canaries, Singing Birds of any
kind, in exchange for Light Brahmas, P. Cochin, and P. Rock Chicks. (Eggs
from Williams

)

O. KINO, JR., Plaiuvill*'. Ma«s., has Black Carriers, Dun Carriers,
Yellow Baibs, Yellow Jacobins. Bla^-k Magpies, Black Fans, White Fans. Blue-
pied (-"outers, and odd birds, for Rouen Ducks, Partridge Cochins, Black-tail
Tuibit. Shore-face Tumber, Pistols, Shot tiuns, or offers.

J. T. B ':i,L, Franklin, Pa., has eight trios Black B R. Game, '76

h;itch, §10 per trio; Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry, bound; long
Silver Watch guard, ttlS; Seven shot Revolver, .$10, to exchange for Breech-
loading Shot-Gun, Wincliester Rifle, Printing Press and outfit.

GEO. A. WILSON, Box 907, Fitchburg, Mass , has B B. Game
Bantams, 1 pair Fowls, 4 pair Chicks, Spaulding and Genning's stock, first

twelve pHTts Wright's Poultry Book, in fair condition, for an old f-ishioned
long woof^en-case Eight Day Clock, in good order. Please give description.
What offers?

JOH^ BROWN, Ilanoverville.NorthamptonCo., Pa., will exchange
one p:iir of Black and White Muscovy Duck-, 1 year old, for a pair of White
Jacobins, or \Vhite Owls. Birds must be good, as mine are. All letters and
postal

O. S. KEENE, Box 16, Auburn. Me, Mill excha
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JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGEEE LIGHT BRAHMAS
AND

IMPOETED BLA.CK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AND CHICKS FOR SAL,E:.

Write for Circular.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE MANY.
ContainiDg the HISTORY Of THE RABBIT from tlie earlic.<!t times.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and ful:

directions for their selection, breeding, and management; the treatment of

tlieir diseases, and the construction of their dwellings. Sent postpaid on

receipt of 30 cents. Address

FANI!IERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

JERSEY, ALDEREEY, MB fflEEMSEY COW,

now TO

Choose, Manage and Ereed to the Most Frcfit,

Illustrated. Price, $1.50.

Address rANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

.1. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tintb and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Seg'trs, Weekly Ir'apern, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Kancier.s' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

IF YOIT WISH TO EXCHANGE

Prom a spitiniiig wheel to a farm out West, patronize the

EXCHANGE COLUMN

FAMCIERS' JOURNAL!!
1 insert an " Exchatige " or a " Want '' of not

s- «3 TJ

ething that 3'ou do not "want," offtr it" for exchange "

T R. Y IT ONCE!!!
'8'II£ JOUItNAL can be bad at »ny news stand. Or at Schock's

Cigar and Stationery Stoie, Tenth and Callnwhill S^treeta, Philadelphia.
Price, 1 cents single copy.
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WOMENS' RIGHTS.
Sure the diviuest riixlits are tliese

—

(By ;ill to women freely given,)

To brintr by goodness, love, and truth,

Eartli nearer Heaven.

To plead for the oppressed. To aid.

And comfort those whose hearts are broken.
To brinj; tlie errin;^- liaek with words

Tenderly spoken.

To share the bitter cup of sorrow,

To help in breaking sin's dark fetter,

To win to higher thoughts and aims,

And make men better.

Thns are ye God's best ministers,

Oh ! faithful woman, true and lovely
;

To raise and purify the world,

And make it holy.

Evening Star.

A HOUSE HUNTER.
With a propensity for moving ei]ual to that ofa New Yorker, and a

taste as fastidious in selecting an abode, the little hermit-crab

shifts from shell to shell, as his fancy dictates or increasing size

suggests. He inhabits the deserted shell of some moUusk, .and

" toils not; neither does he spin !" No time of his is spent in bor-

ing, burrowing, or building; he simply chooses a comfortable-

looking shell, and whisks into it, tail first. The reason of this

backward and inelegant movement is to get as far into the house

as possible his unfortunate shell-less tail. When unprotected, it

makes a dainty feast for many a marine animal, and none seem

to have a more realizing sense of the fact than the hermit him-

self.

When deprived ofa house he has a most ridiculous and crest-

fallen appearance, and crawls about, with a terrified air, as if ex-

pecting to be devoured each instant. In this unfortunate condi-

tion he will put up with anything by way of a house, and often

takes a broken shell, or one so large that it cannot bd dragged

about but is rolled to and fro by the motion of the waves. When
empty shells are numerous, the preliminary investigations that the

hermit makes before choosing, are very ludicrous. He takes them
in his feet one after another, and after twirling them around rap-

idly, throws them away. He then probes carefully with his fore

legs; and In observii)g them, I have imagined that depth of shell,

in which the defenseless tail can be safely buried, determined their

choice. I have noticed, too, that the shell finally selected is ex-

amined longer than the rest; and when the crab at last shoots

into it, he disappears so quickly that the eye cannot follow his

movements.

One can see these singular creatures by watching a tide pool ei-

ther at Governor's or Coney Island. The moUusk shells appear

to be dead and ein]rty at first, but if the observer will throw in a

few clams (with piece of shell attached to sink,) the apparently

lifeless shells suddenly run along at a much faster pace than when
possessed of their original tenants. If a sudden noise is made,

they retreat abruptly and remain quiet. They quarrel about their

food most fiercely and determined ; also for the possession of a

solitary shell, and have thus earned the name of " soldier crab."

A combat often continues until one is killed, and, as with all crus-

taceans, the " victor eats his fallen foe ;" even if he has lost a few

legs, he " rolls the sweet morsel under his tongue," and eats away

with a decided appetite. When the meal is finished he amputates

the injured members up to the first perfect joint, and in the course

of time he has new and perfect feet. While the new claws are form-

ing he does not consider himself able-bodied, and refrains from all

warlike engagements.

When a crab has once entered his shell it is almost impossible to

coax or drive him out. The body is curved, fitting compactly

around the inside of the shell, and if touched he retreats as far in

as possible. Even if a claw be taken hold of he can scarcely be re-

moved, and will often be torn asunder rather than loosen his grasp.

He clings thus firmly by a pair of pincers, located at the end of

the tail.

The hermits are very desirable in aquaria, as they are hardy,

feed upon either animals or vegetables, and have the commendable

quality of minding their own business. They give life to a t.ank by

their numerous little tricks and peculiar motions, and are called

by a friend of mine "aquarial monkeys." When sick they leave

their shells and climb, to rest, upon the highest rock or sea-weed

in tlie tank. These movements usually indicate impure water, and

the tank should be seen to at once.

I had three in a salt-water aquarium for two years, and I used

to spend hours in their society. Hermits are fond of sand, and I

always placed a quantity to the front of the tank, so as to see their

battles and general entertainments. I have often caused them to

leave their shells by dropping them into impure water, and have

been greatly amused by returning tliem to the tank with only one

shell, for the possession of which a long battle usually ensued. It

is desirable, in selecting crabs for an aquarium, that they be of

similar dimensions, as in combat they do not " take a fellow their

size," but pounce upon smaller ones which they are sure of con-

quering. If a person has not time to go to the shore for hermits,

they can often he found among the silver shrimp at Washington

Market, in shells of Buccinum. Speaking of these shells reminds

me of an incident that occurred in Barnum's Museum during the

war. The Manager of the Aquarial Department had crabs in the

Buccinum shells, but he obtained some young Pyrula shells and

painted them in stripes of red, white and blue. He put them in

water for about ten days to get a slight green coating, then got the

crabs out of the Buccinums and gave them the painted shells
;

their patriotic appearance attracted a great deal of attention.

Many fishermen on the shores think the hermit-crabs are young

lobsters, and that when they become large enough to protect them-

selves they leave tlieir shells, get a hard tail, and become perfect

lobsters.

—

Ida B. lioberls in Baldwin's Monthlij.

Canada pe.as are excellent as feed for bantams when preparing

them for exljibition inirposes.
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(For Fanciers' .lournal.)

STRAY NOTES.
Donnnlquex.—It woulil be valuable poultry liternture if we coulJ

Rft every breeder to give to the public his experience with the

different varieties, particularly if in his experience any variety of

fowl should fall b low the published estimate of its character.

Public advertisements are not always trustworthy, because un-

principled men will make unprincipled statements of the virtues

of stock, leaving the faults untouched. Believing th.at it is dis-

honorable and unwise to conceal the fact that a particular variety

or breed of fowl has serious faults, the writer was induced a few

years ago to say what he thought of the Black -Russians, and he

now desires to say a word or two of the DomlnUines. He has not

liad enough experience to say whether they have positive faults or

marked virtues, but certainly they do not come up to the public

estimate of their worth as published by many of those who breed

them. The writer, a few years ago purchased an elegant cock,

one which had carried off the first prize successively at Buffalo,

Boston, and Hartford, and with him three hens, p.iying twenty

dollars and expressage. He now has one of the hens which he

has repeatedly offered for two dollars without finding a purchaser.

The most serious objection he finds to the stock, so far as his ex-

perience goes, is that it does not breed true. Out of all the young

stock bred the first season, at least one-half bred with single comb
instead of the pure rose comb, and so utterly valueless was ihe

stock considered in this respect, that it was all consigned to the

pot,—bat that hen, which is still for sale. Will others give their

experience in this matter ?

Postal Cards.—I have b°en reading wiih some interest the

articles lately published in the Journal on the postal card ques-

tion. It does seem to me that these articles would be of much
more value if the writers would attach their names instead of

nom de plumes. My own practice has been to deal with those only

who arc willing to show and describe their stock at their own ex-

pense. When a man sells a trio of fowls for SIO or $15 which do

not cost him more than one tenth as much to produce, in all con-

science, can't he afford to pay his own postage 1 Why, I would

as soon think of asking my patrons to pay my advertising as my
postage, and when I see a man advertise " no postal cards re-

ceived," I never think of dealing with him, because I fear he

wants the whole loaf. It is true it is expensive to produce first-

class specimens, but does the breeder who thus argues expense

forget that many of bis inferior specimens are sold for at least

three times the cost of production, and none of them for less, for

even those unsalable, when consigned to the pot are worrh as food

more than the cost of production. To the purchaser who pays

the fancy price, runs the risk of getting stock that is not first

class, and sulmiits to the extortion of express comp:\n;es, it is a
hardship which ought net to be borne, and it ought not to be

asked of him that he pay the postal expenses of the man with
whom he deals, and who makes the profits on the stock which he
has for sale. A. N. lUuu.

A PEW QUERIES
FOR TOUR CORRESPONDENTS TO APPLY THEIR EXPERIENCE TO.

I. Is there any better way to remove a wart from a dog's lip

than by tying a piece of silk thread abont it tightly near the root f

II. What probably ailed a cat that swelled in the belly until it

was with difficulty that she moved about ? Her belly became hard,

and felt to the touch as if distended with wind. She was unable

to lie down upon her side, and would vary her position from lying

on her back with her feet in the air to the reverse, and thus take

her repose. She appeared not to suffer pain, but after a consid-

erable time, became poor in the portions of her body not affected,

and was finally purposely killed. Slie drank a great deal of water.

Was it a case of dropsy 1

III. Of what benefit are Walton's roup pills, when pigeons

treated with them are seen immediately to vomit them up?

IV. Who can give any trustworihy evidence that shall help to

establish or disprove that cats inhale the breath of infants, and that

this is injurious to the latter?

V. What fanciers have found the use of hemp seed as occasional

food for pigeons more beneficial than its disuse.

VI. Who has ever seen a feed-hopper which will afford pigeons

easy access to the grain, and at the same time prevent their

scattering it about ? P. B.

GOOD ADVICE.
BY GEO. P. BCRNHAM.

In all doctoring of badly distempered fowls, I commend to the

attention of those who have the work to do, that they handle the

diseased birds with leather or thin India rubber gloves—lest from

a previous fresh cut upon the fingers, or an open scratch on the

hands even, their flesh be innoculated with the pus often present

upon the birds'foul sores or wounds. Several cases are authenli-

cally reported, where attendants upon horses or cattle, affected

with glanders or epizootic diseases, have thus been seriously injur-

ed. And we are personally knowing to more than one instance

where poultry keepers, in doctoring sick fowls, h.ave contracted a

troublesome affection, which required weeks of subsequent care to

remove from their fiesh. One person within our knowledge at

at this writing is suffering with a diseased eye—of which he has

nearly lost the sight, caused by carelessly rubbing it with the edge

of his hand while manipulating some roupy chickens. And the

humor thus generated may entirely destroy the sight, in his case,

it is feared.

—

Diseases oj Poultry.

POULTRY AT BASKING RIDGE.

At the Farmers and Manufacturers Association, of Somerset

Co., held at Somerville, N. J., October, your subscribers at Bask-

ing Ridge took 1st premiums as follows :

—

Partridge Cochins, W. F. Muchmore.
White " F. Peppard.
Black " Wm. Dunham.
Dark Brahmas.L. A. Thompson.
Silver Gray Dorkings "

Brown Leghorns, W. F. Muchmore.
Silver Polish, Wm. Dunham.

We did not expect to show until a day or two before the open-

ing, but upon considering the matter ("caucus in the back yard ")

we thought it would be well to show a sample. A larger variety

could have been shown, but business and politics seemed to take

the lead.

I may say the hen-fever at times is very bad here, a few in-

vesting in one egg at twenty five cents, and if it did not hatili,

they are broke (so is the egg). No more chickens for them. Oth-

ers sparing neither time or money, and we boast of now having a

very fine lot of fowls in and near our town.

Pills.
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THE SPANISH FOWL.
BY W. J. NICHOLS.

No. II.

—

Houses for Spanish.

I STATED in my last that Spanish do remarknbly well in small

places, and I really believe thei-e is not another variety which will

bear confinement so Iohr, and that without suffering in the least,

for they keep in the irio.st jjerfcct health and in the finest condi-

tion, and are ready at almost all times for exhibition! I have

had birds confined in pens for months, which never had a run or

a change except when they went to a show, and I seldom exhib-

ited a pen without winning. I have also kept them in a cellar in

the center of London, and exhibited them in such form as to beat

exhibitors who had every convenience for keeping poultry. I

simply state these facts to show what can be done with Spanish

under the most diflicult circumstances.

To exhibit these birds, however, with any degree of success, it is

necessary that they should be pent out in the very best condition,

for with Spanish this is of greater importance than in most other

breeds. Many
times have I

seen inferior

birds carry off

a cup entirely

owing to the

capital condi-

tion in which

they were ex-

hibited, al-

though there

were far better

birds in the

class. It is,

therefore, abso-

lutely necessa-

ry that these

birds should

be exhibited

without being

pinky or scab-

by in the face,

and with a

bright coral

redness in the

comb, hard, glossy appearance of the feathers, which can only be

accomplished by having a house properly constructed for them.

This must be so arranged that the birds are sheltered from the

cold winds, the heat of the sun, and from damp or rain, but,

more especially, from the effects of the sun during the summer,

when the weather is very hot ; while in the winter they require to

be kept moderately warm, though at the same time plenty of fresh

air is most essential, or their combs will lose their ruddy appear-

ance and turn pale.

The Bristol fanciers have always been famous for the splendid

condition in which they invariably exhibited their birds ; it may
therefore be interesting to some of your readers if I briefly describe

the late Mr. Henry Lane's poultry houses. This gentleman was

a most enthusiastic admirer of Spanish, and spared no expense in

buying the very best birds obtainable ; and he also went to a con-

siderable outlay in providing bis birds with every accommodation

for keeping them in health and ready for exhibition.

If I remember rightly, for it is now some years since his stock

was publicly disposed of, the houses were built on one side of the

garden against a high brick wall ; between this and the roosting

places was a covered passage running the whole length of the

houses. These were built at right angles to the wall. Next came

the runs for each pen of the birds, and beyond all these was a

SP.VNISII POULTRY HOUSE.

grass run, where the various birds were occasionally allowed to

run when the weather was fine. The groat advantages of this

passage leading direct into tlie house, and heated with hot-air

pipes, are very obvious, for in all weathers and at all hours of the

day and night (for it was lighted with gas) the birds could be vis-

ited with very little trouble or inconvenience to those who bad to

feed and attend to them. All this, of course, involved the outlay

of a large amount of capital, and it also required a good deal of

space to carry it out as thoroughly as it was done by Mr. Lane
;

and I must confess on my first visit there I thought there was lit-

tle use of my attempting to exhibit Spanish with even the remot-

est chance of winning a prize. I, however, saw other fanciers'

yards in Bristol. Some of them had been equally as successful

in the show pen, and in two or three cases had bred the birds with

which Mr. Lane won so many prizes ; and I found their places

were not so elaborately planned or so large in extent.

Another old and a most successful breeder and exhibitor of Span-

ish, is Mr. Edward Jones, who last week, forthceighth consecutive

year (I think it

is), again car-

ried off the

Spanish cup at

the Bath and

West of Eng-

land show, a

feat which few

other exhibit-

ors have suc-

ceeded in ac-

complishing.

He, too, has

a nice place for

breeding Span-

ish ; most of

the houses in

his yard are

placed on the

side of a steep

incline, facing

nearly south.

These houses

can also be

heated when

necessary, hot water pipes, slightly embedded under ground, run

through the buildings. All of these are boarded and fitted with

windows, which can be closed when the weather is cold. The

grass runs are on the side of the hill, and nicely sheltered from the

cold winds ; and the ground being well drained makes it a capital

place for rearing chickens.

Mr. Teebay, who used to exhibit some beautiful Spanish in his

time, totally ignored houses, only letting his birds roost in the

trees through the whole year, merely confining them for a short

time before they were wanted for a show. The Hon. Miss Doug-

las Pennant also treated her birds in a similar way. By adopting

this plan Mr. Teebay attributes the absence of roup in his birds, a

disease, as most fanciers know to their loss, is very troublesome

when it attacks Spanish.

It will be seen from what I have stated that these birds can be

successfully reared and exhibited under the most variable condi-

tions. The drawing which accompanies this article is the plan of

a house I have found to answer uncommonly well, and which

has, with a few modifications, been adopted by several fanciers re-

siding in and around London. It provides accommodation, as

will be seen, for a number of birds in a very small space; its great

advantage is, that you have a place for your breeding birds, and

also a number of pens for keeping those intended for exhibition.
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the two occupying no move space tlian an ordinary lioiise. Tlie

licight is 7 ft., tlie length will depend upon the number of birds

intended to be kept. In my ciise I had five pens, as at A A, in

the doorway, each 2 ft. 6 in. in breadth, and as the house was

4 ft. 6 in. in depth, each of these pens was 2 ft. C in. by 4 ft. 6 in.,

and in height 3 ft. ; this afforded plenty of room for a single cock

or a pair of hens. Each pen had two doors, the outer one of

wood with a piece of glass let in at G, to give light, the inner door

of wire; at F is another small door, E, about 3 in. broad, for

ventilation. Underneath these pens is a roosting place, 0, with

nest boxes, a roost, and ventilated and lighted from the side. B
is a run with a dust hath, and fitted with windows ; this is for the

use of the birds kept for breeding purposes, and those confined in

the pens should occasionally be put in here, to dust and free them-

selves of insects. By having two doors to each of the pens, and

the run, B, glazed, it enabled me to exclude the cold winds, and

by fixing a blind from the top, with supports from each side, and

opening the wooden doors of the pens and the windoivs, all the

places can be kept cool during the hottest day in summer. Be-

eently a gentleman had one of these houses built ; but he, as well

as others, have improved upon my plan by having a large shed, and

then fitting up the interior after the plan I have suggested, omit-

ting the wooden doors and the glazed windows. By this arrange-

ment a dry, warm shelter is provided, in which to feed and admire

tbe birds, and these are less exposed to draughts and the keen

winds ; on the other hand, more space is required, and the ex-

penses of building are greater.

The pens should be covered three or four inches deep with fine

dry earth, mixed with a little chaff, or the birds will soon get

corns on thrir feet ; the earth, &c., should be changed at least

once a fortnight, and the droppings removed each day. A mix-

ture of old mortar, dry earth, and coarse sand, answers uncom-

monly well for the bottom of the run, and the whole place re-

quires plenty of air, and to be kept scrupulously clean.

—

Tlie

Country.

CHEMUNG CO. FAIR.

Premiums at the Chemung Co. Agricultural Fair, held on State

Fair Grounds, Elmira, N Y., Oct. 5, 6, 7, 1876.

Brahmas. Light—W. W. Albro, Elmira, 1st ; G. W. Chidsey,

Elmira, 2d. Dark—W. W. Albro, Island 2d.

Cochins. Partridge—G. "W. Chidsey, 1st; H. B. Batterson,

Elmira, 2d. Buff—S. Brink, 1st; John McCann, 2d. White—
M. J. Emhoff, Elmira, 1st and 2d.

Game. B. B. Red—G. W. Chidsey, 1st ; Danl. Boyle, Che-
mung, N. Y., 2d. G. W. Chidsey received first premiums on
Brown Red, Ginger Red, Red Pile, White Pile, and Spangled.

Bantams. Black Red Game—W. W. Albro, 1st. Brown Red
Game—G. W. Chidsey, 1st. Red Pile Game—G. W. Chidsey,

1st; Geo. Peters, 2d. Silver Duckwing and Yellow—G. W.
Chidsey, 1st on each. Golden Sebright—G. W. Chidsey, 1st.

Hamburgs. Gold Spangled—Jake Mortimer, Elmira, 1st and
2d. Silver Spangled, Benj. Blamford, Elmira, 1st and 2d.

Leghorns. White—G. W. Chidsey, 1st; Bishop, 2d. Brown

—

G. W. Chidsey, 1st; D. P. Billings, Elmira, 2d. Black-M.
Thurston, Elmira, N. Y., 1st and 2d. Black Spanish—H. B.
Battenson, 1st and 2d.

Polish. Golden—M. J. Emhoff, 1st ; JesseLyon, Catharine, N.
Z 2d. White—G. W. Chidsey, 1st.

Houdan and P. Rock. JesseLyon, 1st.

Ducks. Pekin—H. B. Batterson, 1st. Common—Geo Mc-
Cann, 1st.

'Jurkeys—SUte—T). T. Billings, 1st. Black—Eddie Sayre, 1st.

To determine the age of eggs, the The Live Stock Journal says :

Dissolve about 4 oz. of common salt in one quart of water, and

immerse the egg. If one day old it will sink to the bottom ; if

three days old it will float in the liquid. If more than five days

old, will come to the surface and project above in proportion to

its increased age.

m \m\m

THE MEAL-WORM.
BY P. B.

Almost as soon as a person has established a coop of pigeons

he becomes conscious that he not only keeps pigeons, but that he

is also keeping—helping lo a livelihood—other creatures as well.

Every living thing is so closely related to many other living

things, that we find it next to impossible—nay, impossible to

cherish any one of them without thereby enabling others to exist.

Will you cosset phmts in your window f The aphides, the mil-

dew, the bug, will find them out. Will you keep a dog? He will

soon begin to scratch. Are you preparing a place for pigeons f

Take thought also of the lice, ticks, maggots, mice, rats, " bugs,"

meal-worms, which will be in haste to take up their abode with

your pets, if possible. We find in the pigeon hooks a good deal

said of the lice and the rats, and but little of that interesting in-

sect, the meal-worm. The young fancier will very likely be

somewhat surprised, when he sees one of them for the first time.

The maggots, which neglect will render welcome, he has seen on

a decaying carcass in the woods, or in the squirming grease-pot,

a dirty appurtenance to many households. The lice he recog-

nizes from the descriptions in the books. I have found nothing

about the meal worm in any pigeon hook, with one or two excep-

tions, which I will speak of farther on. The novice will first

encounter them, either when he moves a box or board, which has

been lying in the coop, or possibly not before he removes the

manure. He will at first dislike very much to see them, will

view them with a feeling akin to disgust, and will he reluctant to

handle them. They are so smooth and finely polished, it is diffi-

cult to pick them up, and, by bending quickly, they almost leap

from the hand ; but they are not remarkable for a I'apid locomo-

tion, though they are not long in crawling away. After he and

they become hotter acquainted, he may not dislike them so heartily,

unless he is more successful than I have been in finding them

productive of harm. There is a cleanliness to their hard skins,

which renders them very different from the wet, loathsome, and

filthy maggot. Even before he sees the meal-worms he may dis-

cover

—

what are the same insects in their mature state—black "bugs "

under boards, the feed-hopper, drinking-fountain, which, when

uncovered to the light, are in tremendous haste to find a new

hiding place:—so much better than light do they love the dark-

ness, tho' their deeds are not so very evil. The young fancier,

and many old ones, call these creatures respectively, worms and

bitgs. The former is not a worm at all, nor is the latter in any

sense a bug. In general, all insects pass through three stages in

their life ; that of the larva, the pupa, and the imago, the adult or

perfect insect.* This is plainly exemplified in the case of the

moths. The caterpillar, the cocoon with its enclosed chrysalis,

and the winged adult, of %'arious kinds of moths, are familiar

objects. The meal-worm, then, is the caterpillar, or larva ; then

* To Harris' Insects Injurious to Vegetation, pp. 10 and II, the reader i

referred for good illustrations of tbe inecct in its ttiree states.
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follows the pupa ; then, the black beetle called a " bug," which

corresponds to the moth in the example cited above. On the

other hand, I presume a true worm is always a worm. The com-

mon earth-worm is a real worm ; and the squash-bug, [not the

striped cucumber beetle,] and the nameless creature, which is apt

to cause wakefulness in the lodger in unclean beds, both of which

have an offensive odor, are true bugs.

In the fii-st place, then, let us " give it n name." The aristo-

cratic name of this insect is Tcnebris molitor, a very significant

name, as we shall see. Temhrto is a Latin word meaning one who

shuns the light; and molitor, in the same language, signifies a mil-

ler. The first word is derived probably from a word meaning

darkness, and the latter, from a word meaning to grind, as corn.

So that our friend, the subject of this sketch, might be called in

English, the dark-loving miller, or the miller who shuns the light.

He is a Coleopterous insect, that is, he belongs to the order

Coleoi>tera, which word signifies sheath-winged ; for all' insects,

or nearly all, are first classified according to some peculiarity they

possess in the number or quality of their wings. Bear in mind

all the time that the black beetle is the perfect full-grown insect,

of which the meal-worm is merely the young. He is, then, a

beetle—an insect with his gauzy wings neatly folded, and perfectly

covered by two horny sheaths, to protect them as he crawls about

in places where ordinary wings might be injured.

Beetles are subdivided into many families, according to their

habits, etc. The name Tenehrionidce once embraced a large family

but the term is now, I believe, strictly applied to but a few species.

However this may be, we may say in few words, that T. molitor

is one of many species of beetles which love the darkness, and

which, when exposed to the light, do all they possibly can to get

back into the darkness again. These have been called darkling-

beetles on this account.

From Westwood's " Introduction to the Modern Classification

of Insects," I quote : The larva of T. molitor is an " inch long

cylindrical and linear, very smooth and glossy, of a fulvous color,

consisting of twelve segments exclusive of the head, which is

provided with short trophi and a pair of very small antenna;

;

the first segment of the body is larger than the following ; the

terminal segment is semi-circular, slightly serrated at the edges

and terminates in a single point. On its under surface it is pro-

vided with a small anal prolog ; the ordinary legs are short."

From Cuvicrs' "Animal Kingdom :
" " Its larva is cylindrical,

ochreous, scaly, and very smooth ;
" also, I think from the same

book, speaking of the whole family :
" Their larva resembles a

scaly worm. It is about an inch long, and rather narrow. Its

body is composed of twelve rings, and covered with a yellowish

skin, tolerably hard and scaly. The head is oval, a little flat-

tened, furnished with mandibles, antennse and antennulse. The
first three rings are provided with six scaly feet—the last is con

ical." He then speaks of " two scaly nipples," which appear to

be two small feet, near the hinder extremity of the body ; also,

of the perfect insect :
" The Tencbrionidce have tlie body more or

less elongated, smooth, and usually of an obscure color. Their

gait is lively, and they fly tolerably well, but rather in the even-

ing and night than in the middle of the day." I myself never

saw one fly ; and, I would say in this connection, that there are

beetles closely allied to this species, which have no wings, and

the wing-covers soldered together, thus forming one shell over

the back.

In J. G. Wood's " Insects at Home :
" " The thorax is squared,

and its base is as wide as the base of the elytra. The color of

this beetle is shining blackish-brown, and the body is rather flat

and vert thickly punctured. Each of the elytra has one very

short stria next to the scutellum, and eight others reaching to the

apex. It lives in corn-mills, flour-stores, bake-houses, and simi-

lar localities, and in consequence is often called the flour-beetle.

The cream-colored larva is popularly known as the meal-warm."

(
To be Continued.

)

PIGEONS.
Continued from page 502.

The pigeon is monogamous, that is the male attaches and con-

fines himself to one female, and the attachment is reciprocal ; the

fidelity of the dove to its mate being proverbial. Young pigeons

are termed squeakers, and begin to breed at about the age of six

months if properly managed ; their courtship, and the well-known

tone of voice in the cock, just then acquired and commencing, are

indications of their approaching union.

Nestlings, whilst fed by the coik and hen, are termed squabs,

and are at that age sold and used for the table, the dove house

pigeon is said to breed monthly, being well supplied with food,

more particularly when the ground is bound with frost, or covered

with snow. At any rate, it may be depended on, that pigeons of

almost any healthy and well established variety will breed eight

or ten times in the year ; whence it may be conceived how
immense are the quantities which may be raised. It is nevertheless,

with difliculty that one can give entire credit to the calculations,

in such respect, on pigeons and rabbits.

But I suppose we must not question the positive testimony of

Stillingfleet, who asserts that 14,760 pigeons were produced from

a single pair in the course of four years. To class things of a

similar bearing together, it has been calculated, but I know not

by whom or on what practical ground, that a single pair of rabbits

may in the same portion of time, viz : four years, produce 1,274,-

840 of their kind.

The dove cote or pigeon loft, as to situation or extent, must

necessarily depend on convenience ; one general rule, however,

must be invariably observed, that every pair of pigeons have two

holes or rooms, to nest in. Without this indispensable convenience

there will be no security, but the prospect of constant confusion,

breaking of eggs, and destruction of the young. Pigeons do well

near dwellings, stables, brew houses, or such offices ; or their

proper place is in the poultry court. A dove cote is a good object,

situated upon an island in the center of a piece of water : indeed

such is a proper situation for aquatic poultry, and rabbits also

;

and may be rendered extremely beautiful and picturesque, by

planting, and a little simple, ornamental, and useful building.

Where pigeons are kept in a room some persons prefer making

their nests upon the floor, to escape the danger of the young fall-

ing out ; but in all probability this is to guard against one risk,

and incur a great number, particularly that of rats and other

vermin.

FEARLESS PIGEONS-

A letter to the New York Sun says :
" Sir—Mr. E. T. Shaw,

agent and operator in Linden, N. J., was the owner of a pair of

tame pigeons that were seemingly afraid of nothing. They were

observed by Mr. Shaw sitting on the railway track one day pick-

ing gravel, when the lightning express came thundering along at

the rate of forty miles an hour. The pigeons evidently saw the

train approaching, but paid no further attention to it, and sat per-

fectly still between the ties and allowed the train to pass over them.

After the last car had passed the pigeons raised their little heads,

looked back in the direction of the receding train, and then began

picking gravel again. The birds have since been killed by the

cars, presumably in undertaking a similar experiment.

G. W. V."

CARRIER PIGEONS.

Daniel Porter, foreman of Larrabee's cracker bakery of Albany,

has a large number of pure carrier pigeons, the sagacity of which

he has lately been testing. During the summer a traveling agent

of the bakery has taken one of them with him to Poughkeepsie and

written an order for crackers which he tied to the leg of the pigeon.
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and sent it liome. It reached Albany in less than two hours after

its departure from Poughkeepsie. Mr. Porter recently took

one to New York, and it arrived safe at Albany in four hours

twenty minutes. A number have also been sent from Waterford.

Their time from the village to Albany is from five to nine minutes.

Three were let go at 12 o'clock yesterday and after a little

maneuvering they departed for home— Waterford Advertiser.

SALAD FOR PIGEONS.
Pigeons need some green food, and especially when they have

been long deprived of it, devour eagerly tender and succulent

leaves. A year or two ago ray flock of Tumblers cultivated a

close acquaintance with a bed of young beets in the garden, not

assisting greatly thereby in the successful cultivation of those

vegetables. Pigeons, however, are almost harmless in this re-

spect, when compared with fowls; but the kitchen-garden will

flourish as well some distance from a loft containing a large flock

at liberty, as near it—provided the soil is as good. I have also

known a plant in a flower-garden to be much injured by them,

owing to its possessing such tender and succulent leaves, when

all the many plants around were untouched. A head of lettuce

occasionally given is recommended for birds that cannot get young

beet-tops in a neighboring garden ; and fanciers sow rape or other

seed for them, that they may peck at the young plants as the

latter stand in the earth. I should think it would be a good

plan to plant the seeds of some tender vegetable in boxes, at

such times that the plants may attain the height of several inches,

at different periods through the winter. These may be placed in

the loft in the succession in which they were planted, say at

intervals of a week or two. This would be somewhat laborious.

In the summer I find the common purslane or " pusley," answers

excellently for a salad. It is abundant, and eaten with a relish

by the pigeons. I reserved a small corner of the garden for its

growth, and now and then threw a bunch or two into the loft,

where my pigeons were confined. The stems are about all they

leave untouched. It is a troublesome weed ; but cherish a few

roots of "pusley " for your cooped-up pigeons. Don't allow it

to go to seed, unless it is scarce in your neighborhood.

P. B.

The Race not always to the swift.—A fox came one

day at full speed to a pond to drink.

A frog, who was sitting there, began to croak at him.

" There," said the fox, " be off with you, or I'll swallow you."

The frog, however, replied :

" Don't give yourself such airs ; I am swifter than you."

At this the fox laughed ; but as the frog persisted in boasting

of his swiftness, the fox at length said :

" Now, then, we will both run to the next town, and thus we
shall see which shall run the faster."

Then the fox turned round, and as he did so, the frog leaped

up into his bushy tail. Off went the fox, and when he reached

the gate of the city, he turned round again to see if he could espy

the frog coming after him. In doing this, the frog hopped oft' his

tail to the ground. The fox, after looking all about without being
able to see his competitor in the race, turued round once more to

enter the city, when he beheld the little croaker.
" So you havg come at last, Master Reynard. I am just going

back again, for I verily thought you meant not to come at all
!"

Such is the world, and tlie men in it—a tissue of deception
throughout.

How often do we try, and persevere in trying to make a sort

of neat show of outer good quaUtles, without anything within to

correspond, just as children will plant blossoms without any roots

in the ground, to make a pretty show for the hour ! Wc Hud fault

in our lives, and we cut off the weed, but we do not root it up;
but we find something wanting in ourselves, and we supply it, not

by sowing the divine seed of heavenly principles, but by copying

the deeds that the principle ought to produce.

DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT.
HOUSEHOLD KECIPES.

Chili Sauce.—I'm afraid it is too late for my receipt for CniLi

Sauce to be of use in the Eastern states, but it will still be good

for the Southern states and California. We all like it better

than Catsup, and it is no trouble at all to make.

It takes twenty-four ripe tomatoes, twelve green peppers, eight

large onions, eight large spoons sugar, four large spoons salt,

four teaspoons ground cloves, four teaspoons ginger, though to

tell the trutli I put in the spices to my taste. Peel the tomatoes

and cut them fine; while they are cooking chop both peppers

and onions fine, add to the tomatoes. Let all cook together

thoroughly for an hour, then add spices, half an hour later add

two quarts of good cider vinegar. Put the kettle on top of the

stove where its contents will just simmer (take care they don't

burn), and let it cook away about one third. Bottle, cork and

seal.

I'm much obliged to you for adding the " Domestic Depart-

ment." We can't afford to take but one paper besides our Daily,

and husband and the boys think they can't get along without

The Journal. I shall think so too, now that there is going to

be something specially interesting to me.
A Farmer's Wife.

Cold rare done Roast Beef, if cut in slices and placed upon a

broiler over a bed of coals until healed through, then served with

butter and seasoned to taste, is, by many, thought to be superior

to broiled steak ; at any rate Cold Boiled Ham, dished in the same

way, is the most delicate in which it can be served, and particu-

larly is it worthy of note as an addition to an invalid's bill of

fare; butter must of course in such a case be used with judg-

ment.

Eggs.-—An egg boiled an hour is more digestible than one

cooked but three or five minutes. In the former case the yolk

instead of being a heavy mass, becomes moaly. Always boil

them an hour for lunch baskets.

Poached Eggs.—Have a clean stew-pan with boiling hot water,

add to it a little salt ; break the eggs one at a time into a cup,

and from it slip ihem into boiling water ; when the white is set

and firm, which it will be after about five minutes, take each up

with a skimmer, and lay it into a dish over a pot of boiling

water; cover the dish; when all are done, put a bit of butter,

and if liked, sprinkle pepper over tlicm, and serve; in this way

they may be kept hot and soft for a long time, so that you may

do any number of them.

Boiled eggs, when quite cold, are nice if you take off the shell,

and cut them lengthwise in two ; tlien cut each half in two or

three. This looks well over spinach or lettuce or boiled fish ; or

cut them in slices across ; or the white may be cut in long slips,

and the yolk in slices or quarters.

—

Selected.

A PET QUAIL.

J. E. Youngs, writing to the Forest and Stream, says : I'have

a quail that I caught in Riverhcad nine years ago and brought

home. My mother has tamed her so she will sing for anyone that

comes in the house. You can hear her all over the house. She

laid 37 eggs last year. She is so tame that if you ask her if she

wants her dinner she will follow you all over the house in expec-

tation of it. She eats almost anything you can mention, and

will fight like a game rooster. If anybody would like to see this

bird they can call at No. 66 Ridge street, New York City.

Algeria has 10,000,000 acres of land yielding a spontan-

eous growth of the alpha plant, which is now being exported for

the manufacture of paper.
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Work.—To make work pleasant, it must be varied. A con-

stant roiinJ of hard physical labor many hours each day, dulls the

comprclicnsion, blunts the sensibilities, obscures the perceptions,

and begets moroscness and discontent; while continual associa-

tion with coarse and crude materials, distorts and brutalizes the

features, and lowers the status of the individual. Although work

is essential to sound mental and physical development, yet it must

be diversified and made agreeable if we wish to obtain its good

efi'ect.
.--.

SiLKNT Men.—Washington never made a sjiecch. In the

zenith of bis fame he once attempted it, failed, and gave it up

confused and abashed. In framing the Constitution of the

United States, the labor was almost wholly performed in Com-

milteo of the Whole, of which George Washington was the chair-

man; but he made two speeches during the convention, wbich were

of a very few words each. The|convention, however, acknowledg-

ed tlic master spirit, and historians affirm that, had it not been for

his personal popularity, and the thirty words of his iirst speech,

pronouncing it the best that could be united upon, the Constitu-

tion would have been rejected by the people. Thomas Jefferson

never made a speech. He couldn't do it. Napoleon whose exe-

cuiive ability is almost without a parallel, said that his greatest

trouble was in finding men of deeds rather than words. When
asked how he maintained liis influence over his superiors in age

and experience, when commander-in-chief of an army in Italy,

he said, by reserve. The greatness of a man is not measured by

the length of his speeches and their number.

—

Aiuericun Jour-

nalist.

The Poor Mule.—The amount of fatigue, exposure, and

abstinence, which a mule will endure, says a writer, seems almost

fabulous. Making long marches across dusty, shadeless plains,

going for long intervals without water and with very little food,

obliged to pull loads sometimes amounting to five thousand two

hundred pounds, up steep hills and through heavy sloughs, sub-

ject to cruel treatment and neglect from the teamster, the life of

an expedition mule is miserable enough. No wonder that when

the mule returns, he looks woefully angular and thin. The poor

animal is frequently driven until he completely gives out, when

lie is thanklessly turned into the herd of broken-down mules.

There is scarcely a more melancholy sight than such a herd.

It is a moving bone-yard. Gaunt, lean, with drooping ears, hips

that rise like promontories above the general desolation, a dis-

consolate ta'l, and a woebegone visage which would frighten an

inexperienced ghost—the poor, bankrupt mule is the most wretched

parody on Gothic architecture that was ever forced on the public

attention. Every vestige of meat has fled from his bones. He is

a w Iking transparency, an animated hat-rack, and I have actually

seen his hip bones irreverently used to hang teamsters' hats on.

During our homeward march from the Black Hills, more than

one such starved victim laid down his tired frame on the earth

which had refused to nourish him, and the benediction of a

soldier's bullet called the raven and coyote to a meal which it

cost the government one hundred and forty dollars to procure.

An Encounter with a Gorilla.—He was about twenty

yards off when we first saw him. We at once gathered together;

and I was about to take aim and bring hira down where he stood,

when Malaouen stopped me, saying in a whisper, " Not time

yet."

We stood, therefore, in silence, gun in hand. The gorilla look-

ed at us for a minute or so out of his evil gray eyes, then beat his

breast with his gigantic arms—and what arms he had !—then he

gave another howl of defiance, and advanced upon us. IIow hor-

rible he looked ! I shall never forget it.

Again he stopped, not more than fifteen yardsaway. Still Mal-

aouen said "not yet." Good gracious ! what is to become of us if

our guns miss fire, or if we only wound the huge beast? Again

the gorilla made an advance upon us. Now he was not twelve

yards ofT. I could see plainly his ferocious face. It was distorted

with rage; his huge teeth were ground against each other, so thiit

we could hear the sound ; the skin of the forehead was drawn for-

ward and back rapidly, which made his hair move up and down,

and gave a truly devilish expression to the hideous lace. Once

more he gave out a roar which seemed to shake the woods like

thunder ; I could really feel the earth trembling under my feet.

The gorilla, looking us in the eyes, and beating his breast, advanc-

ed again.

"Don't fire too soon," said Malaouen ; "If you don't kill him

he will kill you."

This time he came within eight yards of us before he stopped. I

was breathing fast with excitement as I watched the huge beast

Malaouen said only " steady," as the gorilla came up ; When
he stopi)ed, Malaouen said "now !" and before he could utter the

roar for which he was opening his mouth, three musket balls were

in his body. He fell dead almost without a struggle.

He was a monstrous beast indeed, though not among the tallest.

His height was five feet six inches. His arms had a spread of

seven feet two inches. His broad, brawny chest measured fifty

inches round. The big toe of his foot measured five inches and

three-quarters in circumference. His arms seemed like immense

bunches of muscle only ; and his legs and claw-like feet were so

well fitted for grabbing and holding, that I could see how easy it

was for the negroes to believe that these animals, when they con-

ceal themselves in trees and watch for |ircy, can seize and pull up

with their feet, any living thing, leopard, ox, or man, thut passes

beneath.

The face of this gorilla was intensely black. The vast chest,

which proved his great power, was bare, and covered with parch-

ment-like skin. His body was covered with gray hair. While

the animal approached in its fierce way, walking on its hiiul legs,

and facing us as few animals dare face man, it really seemed to me
to be a horrible likeness of man.

—

By Paul Du Cuailld, in Sto-

ries of the Gorilla Country.

A DOG THAT SINGS.

A gentleman in this city, says the Troy Whig, is the owner of

a small Scotch terrier that shows a decided taste for music. A
young lady, bis daughter, is taking lessons on the piano, and

many hours are given to pn ctice. One day when the dog was in

the room he showed great interest in the piano. Hejumped upon

the table and looked at it, ran under and around it, and leaped

upon it and peered into it, as if trying to find out where the

sounds came from. One day when the young lady was playing:

the dog tried to imitate the notes. Afterward, while she was

practising, the dog almost daily would try to sing. He did not

bark nor howl, as dogs will often do at the sound of bells. Al-

though he could not pronounce fa, sol, la, si, do, etc., he suc-

ceeded in a good imitation of the sounds, and could cause his

voice to rise and fall with the notes. All this was at first in the

presence only of the young lady. When she told her mother and

invited her to be present the dog would not sing. By and by,

whoever, his fondness for music overcame his bashfulness, and he

would sing in the presence of the two ladies. Afterward other

members of the family were called in, and now the dog, having

conquered his modesty and gained confidence in his own powers,

will exhibit his musical talents in the presence of any company.
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mSEASES OP POnLTRY.

Wc hiive given " The Diseases of Poultry," by G. P. Biirnham

a careful perusal, and find it to be what we migbt expect from

the pen of tliat careful observer and veteran fancier : a work tlia

being entirely practical and perfectly comprehensive-—a work

treating as much upon the prevention as the cure of disease—is

necessary as a hand Look of reference to every fancier and poultry

keeper.

"FIAT JUSTITIA ROAT CCELnM."

We have read the extract from your letter, Mr. C. J. Ward, as

published in the Poultry World for September, and we cannot

but wonder, knowing your good sense, at your persistent enmity.

Tlie brave hand does not strike back-handed blows—nor does

the true cause need to fight in the dark. The course you have

taken does not hurt us, but weakens the cause which as poultry

journals we both espouse. Your course last Spring in your edito-

rial, heaping with abuse of us and our words but not giving our

editorials which you condemned, that the truth might he known,

sending it as you did broadcast through the West, to those that

had neither heard of you or your paper before, and where we by

no chance could defend ourselves. That was not just.

.You have mistaken us. Unlike eitheryou or Mr. Willard we did

not make the show of the N. A. of J?., a personal matter. Our

word was against the action of the Association as a body, and we

simply let in the light of public opinion that their ways might be

mended for future walking, and your late able editorial proves to

us that we did not write in vain.

Our interest is not for East or West, but for the Fanciers, and as

they extend over the country it is for everywhere Where we find

good we make it known. Where evil, or error, or unsafe ways,

there our work is, and we never hesitate in the doing. In times

past you called us friend and commended our course. We have

not changed an iota in either way or principle. " Be just though

the Heavens fall " is good, let us live up to it. Let there be an

end to personalities—the field is broad enough for you, and us,

and all. We need not feel each others' elbows unless we go out

of our way to seek for them.

This quarreling is not productive of good, and is therefore evil.

Unite with us in avoiding it, and whatever else shall be of injury

to the Fancier, or bring the name into disrepute, and in striking

by fearless e-xposure the death-blow at whatever shall savor of

dishonest or double dealing—not considering ourselves at all in

the matter.
»--•

TKANSFER OF STOCK.

Mr. John D. White, of Chicopce, Mass.,—wc are informed by

Mr. J. Van Winkle—has purchased the latter's entire stock of

Pigeon pouters, also his 1st premium Blue Owls and White

Jacobins.

CARDS, CATALOGUES, ETC., RECEIVED.

We would advise those of our readers who have not been fa-

vored with the poster, issued by the United States Centennial

Commission, of the Exhibition of Poultry now being held at

Pomological Hall, Philadelphia, to obtain one if possible. For

truly, aside from its worth as emanating from the Centennial pre-

cincts, as a work of art, unrivalled as it is in the rare elegance of

its design and the richness of its coloring, it is invalu.able.

Obtaining one, frame it, and hang it upon your walls be-

tween the Declaration of Independence and the 5th day's work

of Creation—for truly it is a declaration of independence that

should be recoided that could send to the world such a proof of

the artist's creative powers as the gorgeous trio, which is its adorn-

ing—that in after years your children, and children's children

may realize what wonders were achieved in this the great Cen-

tennial year. That they may know when and by whose might

job priming was crowned as a fine art.

John K. Holton, No. 40 State St., Batavia, N. Y., Breeder of

choice pigeons.

J. Rebmeister, Batavia, N. Y., Breeder of choice pigeons.

John K. Camp, Winsted, Conn., Breeder of high class B. B. R.

Game Bantams and Colored Dorkings.

John D. White, Chicopce, Mass., Breeder of high class pigeons

in every variety.

New Orleans Fancy Depot, J. Y. Dysart, No. 84 Baronne St.,

New Orleans.

B. F. White, Ashley Falls, Mass., importer, breeder, and trainer

of Sporting Dogs and Game fowls.

Phil. M. Springer. Breeder of Light Brahmas, Springfield 111.

CoF^F^ESpOfJDEfJCE.

Your paper is a gem in its way, and I would feel much disap-

pointed not to have its weekly visits. The monthlies seem so far

apart compared with the weekly.

W. C. Kidder.

Enclosed please find subscription price for another year for

The Journal. I like The Journal, and the way you act, so

you are welcome to the little that I send you. Wishing you good

speed and a broad field. I remain yours truly,

John Hogan.

Why should we not feel encouraged to go on with our work.

Not a mail comes to us that does not contain expressions of cheer

and confidence from the veteran fanciers, while those that are

strangers to us personally—whose names are upon our subscrip-

tion books—when they send their renewals, express their approval

of our paper and the course we have taken and maintained. We
could fill our pages with their letters.

We shall try for the future as in the past to be ruled by nothing

but the love of justice, shall be true only to the right. Thus

working for the good of those who honor us with their patronage.
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PECULIAR CASE OF ATTACHMENT.

Peni.lyn, Montgomery Co., Pa., Sept. 8tli, '76.

Joseph M. Wade, Ehq.:

Deak Sib :—Last winter, and early this spring my stable was

overrun by rats. I had a fine sky terrier bitch to wage war

again.st them, and later a neighbor lent me a cat famous for her

vermin destroying powers. She and the terrier could not agree,

iuid the latter quickly took possession of the lower floor, wliile the

dog ruled the loft. Neither animal dared to encroach on the oth-

er's sovereignty. In a little while the cat had a litter of kittens,

and they were duly provided for in the carriage room adjoining

and opening into the stable. Now came a curious state of af-

fairs. The bitch took a great fancy to the kittens and, watching

her opportunity, during the temporary absence of the mother,

stole them, carrying them to her nest in the loft where she lavish-

ed every care on them. After a while, the cat returning missed

her young, and, much disturbed, hunted them far and wide. Ere

long she discovered their whereabouts and, waiting for a favorable

chance, while the terrier was away, took them one by one back

home.

This mutual playing at cross purposes continued from time to

time, deadly enmity increasing between the mother and dog. As

the kittens grew they would wander into the stable and play about

the horse's feet, and were one by one trodden on and killed. One

morning the terrier entering the stable, discovered one of her pets

lying stiff and stark near a horse. She sniffed at it, was appar-

ently much distressed and, at last, picked it up in her mouth car-

rying it out to a field opposite the barn where, at some distance

from the scene of its death, she dug a hole near an old stump, and

deliberately buried the kitten !

In this case I think decided reasoning powers were displayed by

the little beast who is altogether one of the most intelligent aiii

mals I have known.
Yours truly,

I. R. Cakpenter.

WEEKLY GOSSIP.
Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

Man's a fool !

When it's hot he wants it cool

;

When it's cold he wants it hot ;

Ne'er contented with his lot.

When it's dry.

He for showers is heard to sigh ;

When—to meet his wish—it rains,

Of the wet the fool complains.

Hot or cold, or dry or wet.

Nothing suits that he can get;

I consider, as a rule,

Man's a fool.

LIST OF PLANTS IN FAIKMOtJNT PARK, 1876.

Anemone—nemorosa, wood anemone; do. thalictroides ; do.
pennsylvanica ; do. virginiana.

Aquilegia—canadensis, (wild columbine).
Arabis—lyrata ; do. thaliana ; do. canadensis, sickle pod ; do.

lajvigata.

Ascyrum—crue-andrese, St. Peter's-wort.

Abuiilon—avicennte, (sida abutilon) Indian mallow; do. sida
spinosa, thorny.

Ampelopsis—quinquefolia, ampelopsis virginica.

Amygdatus—puniila, dwarf, double, flowering almond.
Amelanchier—canadensis, shad berry, wild service berry.
Aqrimonia—eupotoria, agrimony.
yEnothera—biennis, common, evening primrose.
Aralia—nudicaulis, wildsarsaparilla; do. racemosa, spikenard

;

do. spinosa, angelica tree.

Aster—corymbosus, corymbed aster; do. cordifolius heart-leaved
;

do. patens, spreading; do. puniccns, red-stalked; do. prenan-
thoides, prenanther-like; do. miser, starved ; do. simplex, willow-
leaved ; do. proealcus, willow-leaved.

Antenaria—common, life-everlasting ; do. planteginifulia, mouse-
ear life-everlasting.

Ambrosia—tri(5da, tall ambrosia; do. artemistafolia, hogweed.
Anagatlis—arvensis, scarlet pimpernel, poor man's weather-

glass.

Berberis—vulvaris, berberry bush ; do. atropurpurca, dark purple.

Burbarea—vulgaries, winter cress.

Baptisia—tinctora, wild indigo.

Bidens—frondosa, leafy burr marigold.
Bignonia—radicans, trumpet flower.

QUAIL AND POTATO HEETLE.

—It is said, by one who knows, that quail are an enemy to the
potato beetle. A man who killed one a short time ago (not
with intent so to do, probably !) found in its crop twenty two full

grown beetles and a nunilier of the grubs, besides seeds, etc. If
that is the case better spare the quail.

Finding the above in the Rockville Gleaner, we at once wrote to

the editor, and reciived the following in reply :

" Have just read yours of the 6th, and in reply will say that
the item about the quail is no doubt correct, as I had it from the

person who killed the quail and was dressing it for eating, but
threw it away when he found the bugs. He is one of our young
men who is considered reliable, and I have no reason to doubt
his statement, though I did not know that quail ate anything but
vegetables or grains." . Ed.

RAINBOW IN THE DARK.

RoCKViLLE, Conn., Oct. 23d, '7G.

Editor of Fanciers' Journal

:

Dear Sir :—about a J of 8 this evening, and durinir a heavy
shower, the heavens being overcast, and very dark, a brilliMnt rain-

bow appeared in the East, stretching from North to South. It was
a sight so unusual that a great many people turned out to wiincss
the phenomena. Can you or any of your scientific readers explain
why this rainbow appeared in the dark.

Kespectfully yours,

Peter Costello.

—Cats and Cholera.—The Lancet not long ago had an in-

teresting article on an epidemic resembling cholera which ap-
peared among the cats in Delhi last year. The di.sease was not
known to extend beyond the walls of the city, nor was it cimfined
to any quarter; and it gradually declined and fully disappeared
about Sept. 2 0tli, although the cholera did not cease till near the
end of November. The number of cats carried off l)y the di.s-

ease was estimated at 50n ; and the symptoms were, in almost
every respect, identical with those of cholera. Experimenis were
made wiih cholera virus, which was found to communicate an
analogous disease to the cats, resulting in death in the usual
choleric way.

Sffl^LL PeJ DEf>^F^TjVlE[Jj

AND YOUNG FOLKS' CORNER.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the week ending Oct. 25, 1876.

1 Macaque Monkey (Mncacus cynomolgus). Presented by Gen'I

A. T. Torbert, Milford, Del.

2 Prong Horn Antelopes (^Hfi'Z'CoprcE amcn'cana). Purchased.

1 Short-eared Owl [Brachijolus paJustris) (?) Presented by John

Pearsall, Phila.

2 Blue-headed Ground Doves (Starncmas cyanocephala). 1 Key
West Pigeon (Geoti-ygon martinica). 2 Carolina Doves

{Zenadtira carolinensis). From Cuba. 2 Zenaida Doves

{Zenaida amahiUs) ('^). I Ground Dove, and 2 Cuban Quails

{Ortyx cubanensis). Presented by E. P. Cabada, Esq., Phila.

I Bittern [Ardella exilis) C?). Presented by Geo. De Haven, Jr.,

Phila.

1 King Dove (TjirfMj- risorius). Presented by Dr. Noah Martin,

Phila.

1 Rhesus Monkey (Macacus eryilirceus) . Presented by Moses

John.=on, Yardleyville, Mercer Co., N. J.

Arthur E Brown, Gen. Sup't.



518 THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 43.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

zoo NOTES, NO. 30.

BY HDOS.

Continued from page 507.

"Did I feel queer? Stronger, you bet I did! I didn't go

much nearer tlie middle o' thut ere log ! No, sur ! Not much, I

didn't! But I jist squizzled back to my old 'humsted ' on tlie

eend ! Yes, sur !—to the plum' butt-eend—jist as fur, too, ez I

could git fur the wotter. An' thar I sot. Nary hand or foot did

I move. Talk uv Quaker meetin' ! I tell yer, stronger, I kep'

one, jist then—all to myself! You see, I dassent make a move

fur fear the infarnal warmint would attackt me. I hed no weepon

but my knife—fur the flud cum on me so suddent I hed no time

to git my rifle. 'Sides, it ud a done me no good ef I'd hed it,

with all the wotter 'bout me an' the all-fired log a-pitchin' an' a-

roUin' like sin ! I tell you, strenger, I warn't in no kind uv

condition to wrassel with a paynter, no how you cud fix it

!

" Well, we drifted fur about an hour 'thout eyther uv us stirrin.

Thur we sot, face to face. An' now an' then the current ud set

the log in a sort uv a up-an'-down motion, an' then me an' the

paynter would play ' see-saw,' au' bow worry perlitely to each

uther. The hull time wus the willin's eyes fixed on mine ! An'

I know'd the only way to keep the warmint still wus to stare

back with all my might. An' you bet I did—never losin' sight

o' them 'ar two coles uv fire o' his'n !

" Well, I wus prospectin' whut ud be the eend o' this 'venture,

when I seed sumthin' 'pear ahed, lookin' like a island. An' I

rcccolected I'd seed a mound 'bout thar, oust, which I'd s'posod

wus riz up by Ingins. It wus thut 'ar mound, sure enuff! An'

right onto it the log an' us were driftin' kerslump ! I knew the

way we wur goin' we'd soon be near it. An' thinks I, ' Paynter

!

you kin ' go it alone ' when we git within twenty yards uv it

—

fur I'm goin' to git
!

'

" Well, putty soon, ez I hed kalkerlated, we got nigh enuff,

an' off I rolled—easy, I tell yer ! No noise or fuss did I make ;

but I fell like a drop o' greese in the wotter! But—bless yer

soul, strenger !—I wus hardly overboard 'fore I beam sumthin'

go ' kersplash ; ' an', lookin' 'round, thar wur the durned payn-

ter ! He'd took the wotter, too, an' with tail up wus makin' fur

the Ingin mound !

"At fust I thunk he wur arter me, an' I drawred my knife in

one hand and swum with the other. But the warmint didn't

say ' fight ' oust, nor could he swim much ; an' so he wus durned

glad to gic to dirt, I tell yer ! As he didn't molest me, how-

sumdever, neytber did I him! But, ez I didn't want him to git

at my legs, I let him forge ahead an' land fust ; which he did

—

an' by the infarnal noise he started up, I knowed thar wur sum-

thin' else in persession o' that 'ar mound 'sides the paynter

!

" Here wus a go, strenger ! But land I must—fur I wus clean

tucker'd out, bein' so long in the wotter. So I kep' 'round a

ways, so thet I mouten't land near the paynter. An' when I

could tech bottom I quietly crop' up on the monud, an' looked

'round to sea what kind o' kumpany I'd got into. Daylight wus

peepin' onto me, an' I could see a little more every minit. I tell

you, strenger, you'll hardly b'lieve me when I toll the concatena-

tion uv warmints thut wur slung together 'top o' thet 'ar mound !

I cud hardly b'lieve it myself! I swow ! I thunk I'd got inter

Noer's Ark—durn ef I didn't ! Yer see, the top o' the mound

which were abuv the wotter, worn't over haff an acre in big, an'

it wus as cleer of timmer as the back uv yer hand. So I cud

see every inch uv it, an' all that wuz on it as big as a tummel-

bug! Now thar wur on it, as the lawyers say, ' the foUerin,' to

whit :

' Thar wur myself—an' I wisht to thunder I wur enny

whar else, you bet ; then thar wur the paynter—my old acquaint-

ance; then thar wur four deer—a big buck and three does; then

thar wur a bar, as black as Kain an' ez big ez a buflTalo ; then

thar wur a 'possum or two, a coon, a couple o' wolves, two or

throe swamp rabbits, and, durn his pictur' ! a stinkin' skunks

the wust infurnal boest fur a smell ever made ! All these animuls

had been driven thar by the flud. An' thar we had to stay 'till

the wotter sided—or drown !

" I tell you whut, stronger, ef I wus flabbergasted when I fust

seed this clamjamfrey uv critters, I wus durn foundered when I

seed how they behaved to each uther—knowin' theyr dift'eront

natur's an' gifts as I did ! Thar wur the paynter layin' right

'long>ide the deer, his nat'ral food! Thar wur the wolves stan-

nin' within three foot o' the swamp rabbits ! The bar was be-

tween the 'possum an' the cunnin' ole coon ! An' none o' 'em

no more mindin' each other than ef they'd all been drng up in

the same pen! 'Twas the queerest sight lever seed! An' it

jist put me in mind o' that part o' the Bible my poor old muther

used to git over, whar the lion an' the lam' laid down together

—

tho' I allers thought, when I hoerd her say it, thut the lam' laid

down inside uv tho lion ! Durn ef I didn't

!

" The fact here, wus, strenger, the animiles all 'peared ' down

in the mouth.' They'd hed too much wotter to theyr grog,

sartin—ez the saylors say. But fur all that, knowin' warmint

natnr', I hed sum sheer in me about the paynter an' the bar

!

The rest I didn't kcor a peeled been fur ! But the bar an' payn-

ter might begin to feel theyr oats before the flud fell. So I kept

mighty quiet the hull time I wuz in theyr cohute, I tell yer!

"Well, it ud tire you to hyar all the muves thut tuk place

among them durned insecks the hull uv thut dey, an' the night

thut foUered. But nary one on 'em laid tooth or nail on t'other !

I wuz ez hungry ez a steel-trap myself, an' would a-liked to hev

cut a stake out o' the deer or bar ; but 1 dassont do it. Iled I

broke the peace, it might a-lod to a gen'ral jumram. An' glad

enuff" wuz I, when the dey broke, on the next mornin', to find

the wotter wuz fallin' as fast ez it hed riz. Ez soon cz it wuz

shallcr enuff fur me to wade, off I scuted 'thout shakin' hands,

or any kissin' good-byes—you bet ! I bent my course fur my
raybor's shanty, which I could now see, an' which wuz 'bout

three milds aw.iy. But the wotter an' mud I hed to percolate

thro' made me think it wuz 'bout twenty milds. An' it tuk me

mor'n an' hour to reach hiz door.

" Well, yas ! I did eat some lunch, strenger! An' then my
nabor an' me, we loded up our rifles, an' mountia' a boss a-peace,

we ramskaddled to that 'ar mound whar the menagerey wuz.

Thet paredise wuzent quite ez I hed loft it—fur you see, the

paynter, bar, and the wolves, hed cum to the natur's which the

wotter seemed to hev washed out ! The 'possum, rabbits an'

coon whur no whar !

—
'cept some bits of skin, fur, and bar, which

were layin' 'round loose ! One ov the deer, too, wuz mor'n haff

chawed up. But the stinkin' skunk they hedn't techcd ! I reckin'

they hed a reason fur it

!

" Well, yas, I did plug that 'ar bar. Ye see, stronger, bar

meet is good—wuz made fur man—an' squatters must live as

well as uther people ! But tho paynter he'd lef ' me 'lone in my
time o' trubblo, an' so I thunk I'd let bim 'lone in his'n ! But,

stronger, it went agin the grain ! An' mor'n onst I drew a bead

on him. But we couldn't eat him, and we hed ez much bar meet

ez we could carry—fur we jedged he'd weigh 'bout four hundred.

An' so he did. We loft the paynter thar to keep kumpany with

that 'ar darned skunk!
" Now thut 'ar mound wuz the fust Zulogical Garden I ever

seed, an' this hyar one is the last. So, hevin' tell'd you my story,

I'll jist take a dig over that 'ar tall bridge o' yourn, an' make lor

me hotel."

A few moments later I saw my strange " Loozanny " acquaint-

ance crossing the beautiful Girard avenue bridge with a stride

which gave evidence of " snap " enough within his bony frame

to warrant another adventure with a "paynter" or two more—if

tbey fhould fall in his way, or he in theirs.
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ExcFjA^NqES.
(K^^Advertiscments under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribing- and offeriug for Excliaii^.e only, will be allowed at 26 cents

for eiwti and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be clKirged.

(I@ir"''To KXGHANGE FOR OASU" Or "GRKKNBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASKR,"
or ''WANTED AN OFFER," etc., etc., cauuot under any circumstJinces be admitted
to tlio Exchnn^f or Want column.
i^^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

H. H. CLINGAN, Hubbard, Ohio, will exchange S. PoIandB.S. and
G. IV Hamburg, S. B. Spanish, for White or W. C. B. PuUnJs, Brown or
Dominique Leghorn ; also have a Oreve Coeur Cockerel, fine, for one ot another
strain, or offers. Mine are good birds: want the aame.

jr. S. GOODNOW, Millington, Me, will exchange one trio P. Cochins,
Buff Cochin Fowls or Pullets, or Dark Bruhma Fowls or Chicks, for a Buffalo

Kobe. My fowls are good. Write.

W. H. v., 10 4th Avenue, N. Y., want.<» to exchange 1 set light

Harness, complete, silver mounted, hand made, but little ui-ed, cost S4U.U0,
(hue), for B. Leghorns, or P. Rocks. Who offers. Good stock given. Good
Ktncli expected^

GKO. B. COBB, Lake View, N.J. ,h)is to exchange White Lfgborns,
{I'ithin's stock,) or Brown Leiihorn Cockerels, from a superior imported Cock,
lor Light Brahnias, Plymouth Rocks, or B. B. K. U. Bantams—good breeding
stock. Write full particulars.

K, P£PPARD« BaskingRidge,N. J., will exchange a SUUself inking
Press, for a No. 1 Winchester Kitle, or a Breech-loading Shot Gun ; also some
White Cochins for a second hand Valise, in good order. Preys warranted uud
relereiices given. Write at once.

S. B. SMITH, Roxbury, Conn., will exchangee
P. Cochin liens, Pullets, and Cockerels, three pairs i

M'hito Cochin Hens or Pullets, Creve Coeurs, LaFlecbe
choice. Want nothing but first-class stock

: off'ers, of anj thing

CHAS. F, THOMPSON, Wadley's Fall, N. H., has fifty good
Brown Leghorn and Plymouth Rock Cockerels, to exclmnge for ll*-us or Pul-
lets of any kind, native or puie bred, or Ducks or Turkeys, or Poultry and
Agricultural Books. Make otlers at once. Postals answered.

* JiNO. V. HOUSER, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 Harp, Piano, 3
good Violins, 1 10-keyed Accordean, 1 Evan & Watson's Sale, 1 Pocket, and 1

largo Cape of Homeopathic Mediciues, filled and labelled in good conditiun, 1

Florence Sewing Machine, 1 bound vol. Wright's Hlustrated Book of Poultry,
4 Foots Type, assorted, 1 Sinjile Silver-plated Buggy Harness, good as new, 1

Floebert Gun and Target, 1 Red Bird and Cage, 1 Kabbit Hutch, 1 Klectric

Battery, for Alderney or Jersey Cow, or Double Breech-loadiug Shot Gun, or
offers.

JAS. DEMSOIN, Findlay, Ohio, will give a No. 1 early hatched Black
or Partridge Cochin Pullet, P. ^lilliams' stock, for eiiiher a Black or White
Cochin CoL-kerel, equaly as early hatched, and good stock.

B. K. SMITH, Potts Grove, Pa., will exchange B. B. Red Game
Stags and Pullets, S. S. Hamburgs, ditto, and Aylesbury Ducks, for lied Bird
and Cage, Bronze Turkeys, Hong Kong Gei'se, or male Canary and Cage.

J. H, MOKRISOIV, Marlow, N. H., has for exchange three P. K.

Cockerels, for the same number of Hens, (light plumage,) or one of Shepard's
best Folding Coops, or G. S. Bantams, Hamburgs, or offers. Not afraid of

postal cards.

JOHN F. BARBIl^L, Nazareth, Pa., will exchange 13 Black
Barbs, 12 Tumblers, all colors, 6 Snells, yellow head and tail, 2 Carriers, all

in one lump. These are good birds, for offers.

R. COMKYGS, Greensboro, Carolina Co., Md , has for exchange 100
gallons of Concord Wine, (pure juice of vintage of lS7i),)for secouU-hand
Piano, Furniture, Watches, &c. Will send sampleif desired

E. KRAUSE, Zanesville, Ohio, wishes to exchange a fine Maltese
Kitten (male), one tame Sparrow Hawk, for offers ; also fiue Lop-eared Doe
Rabbit, for one good Lop-eared Buck, or a joung pair of Himalayan Rabbits
or Singing Birds.

R. R. C. BORBVVEIiL, M, »., Penn Van, N. Y., will ex-

change Books, one Trotting Sulky, one Rabbit Hutch, made for six kinds of
Rabbits, S. S. Polands, S. S. Hamburgs, L. Brahmas, and Bremen Geese, for

one ear load Hemlock Lumber, one good Rifle or Shot Guo, and Golden
Sebright Bantams, B. B. R. Game Bantams, W. Cochins, and P. Cochins.

\V, \V, JDEWEES, Street Road, Chester Co., Pa., will exchange
Mitchell's new General Atlas, JB12; Burritt's Geography of the Heavens,
§1.50; Knight's Crown History of England, »2.00 : Hawthorne's Scarlet

Letter, and Blithedale Romance, 1 vol., $2.00, anu other books, for Singing
Canaries, Plymouth Rocks, Rose-comb Dominiques, or White Leghorns. No
postals.

A^ W. BESSEV, Box 548, St. Catharines, Ont.. has to exchange a.

Knitting Machine, in good order, cost ©25-00, for American Rose-comb
Dominique-'. None but good birds wanted, or offers.

E. S. FISHER, Laurens, Otst

Brahmas, (Plaisted stock,) White Legho
for a Silver American Watch, hunter cai

;o Co., N. Y., will exchange Light
ns, P. Rocks, P. Cochins, B. Cochins,
i, nearly new, or offers. Write soon.

S. P. HAIiliECK, Oriskany, N. Y., will exchange a St. Bernard
Dog for a good Double-barrelled Shot Gun; Light Brahniiis, or Plymouth
Rock Fowls, ir good. The dog is a large, beautiful auimal, and is admired by
all who see him. What other off'ers.

NIMROU, Traders Point, Marion Co., Ind., wants to exchange pair of
White Leghorns, six mouths old, J. Boardman Smith strain, worth arlO.OO, for
Setter Pup. State breed, age, sex, and color. Must be good.

A. jr. I^IGHX, Sherburne, N. Y., would like to exchange one pair of
B. B. Red Game Fowls, premium and pedigree birds, for a pair of the same
variety. Write and describe your fowls.

jr. P. THOMAS, West Whiteland, Pa., has Carrier, Fan and Tum-
bler Pigeons, to exchange for a Setter or Beagle Dog, or Leghorn Pullets.

JD. POKTER, 151 Second St., Albany, N. Y , will exchange a pair of
his Long-distance Homing Antwerps, or pair of Short faced Show Antwerp?,
for pair of Belgian Canaries, or French Canaries, or good Black English
Currier llea^

FANCIER, Box 1041, Williamsport, Pa , has book, " Handwriting of
God, in Egypt, Sinai, and the Holy Land,*' $4.50; also W litre to Emigrate
and Why, JS2.50; Cocker Spaniel Slut, liver color; and three good White
Leghorn Pullets. Any of the above for first-class Btown Leghorn Pullets.

J. S. HOFFMAN, Williamsport, Pa., has 30 Light Brahma Chicks,
worth S5.00 each, and upwards; one pair LaFlecbe, SIO.OO; two Partridge
Cochin Hens, $2.00 each, to exchange for anything, not live stock, that is use-

ful ; or one-half above value in Grain, Potatoes, or Fat Ilog.

BOX 474, Orange, N. J., wants to exchange 1 pair Houdahs, 1 pair
Duckwing Games, and Dark Brahmas, for Brown Leghorn Pullets, Single
Harness, Jersey Calf, Sleigh, Buggy, or offers.

JOHN BROTTN, Hanovervilte, Northampton Co.. Pa., will exchange
one pnir of Black and White Muscovy DuckH, 1 year old, for a pair of WhitH
Jacobins, or White Owls. Birds must be good, as mine are. All letters and
postal cards answered.

GEO. O. BROWN, Brooklandville, Md., has 1 male Cal'a Quail, 1

pair Red Priests, (good), 1 Angora, and 1 Lop Buck, 1 trio P. Coi-hina, Black
Red Game Bant;ims, and 1 B.uecap Magpie Cock, prt-mium bird, for exchange.
Offers desired immediately. Postals or monogram note communications,
either, solicited.

N, VARNUM, Atco, N. J., will exchange first-class Concord Grape
Vines, for pure bred Poultry of any breed. Send on your postal cards.

C. A. PERI.EY, JR., Bnldw
Leghorns, Black Cochin Chicks, for Ja
Speak quick.

'ille, Mass., will exchange Brown
Games, Light Brahmas, or offers.

FANCIER, Box 314, Worcester, Mass., will exchance one trio Brown
Leghorn Chicks, price $15.00; one trio Brown Leghorn Fowls, price S12 00 ;

one pair White crested Fantail Pigeons, price $10.00 ; one pair Smooth-nerk
do., price S;G 00, for Carnage Robes or Blankets, Jewelry, nursery stock, or
offers. Write description and price of articles.

E. M. PEASE, 35 Grand St., Hartford, Ct., wishes to exchange a set

of Key Check Dies, Letters and Figures, (steel); also good assortment of
German Silver Key Checks and Rings ; also complete works of Arfemaa Ward,
4 vols. ; also Dred, by Harriet Btecher Stowe, 2 vols., for W. Leghorns, or any
other kind. Write.

Wy^fJjED.
READ INSTRDCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHANGES.

The name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

G. O. BROWN, Brooklandville, Md., wants Angora and Lop Doe,

Silver Sebrights, W. C. W. Polands, a good W. L. Cock, and Sultans, tee

exchange offers, or state lowest cash price, and describe fully.

Book ^xchange.

Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or
offeiing ONE Book for Sale, Exchange, or Wanted,
for each and every i

BOOKS TO EXCHANGE.
Our New West, Bowie ?3
A Treatise on the Passions ^

Time and Tide, a novel 1

Anabasis of Zenophon *

Longfellow's Poems, 2 vols J
Life of Christ, "Fleetwood" '-' 3

Memorials of Wm. Peon, 2 vols 4

Ca:-sell's Natural History, 2 vols 16

Moore's Zelluco ^

The World to Come "
• 1

Simpson's Plea for Religion 1

Plutarch on The Delay of the Deity 1

Christ's WarniDg to the Chunhfs 1

The Challenge Accepted, a dialogue ^

Colloquies on Religion
j

Life of Ashman
J

John Milton, ^

The Principles of Natural Law. 1

The Gift Book }
The Jewish Spy, in 4 vols O'

The Mysteries of Paris
\

Six Years in India \
Psychology, by Cou.-in ^

Embassy to Ava |

L«a, a Pigrimage ^

R. R. C. BORDWELI., M. D., Peim Yau, N. Y.
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1. A Treatise on the Art nf Breeding and Managing Tame, Domesticated,
and Fancy Pigeons ; by John Jlatthews JBaton, and puhlished by the author, 7

Islington Green, London. 1852 Hlustratcd.
The Treatise of 1858 is not wanted.
2. A set of Six Matchless Engraved Colored Portraits, Life Size, by "Wol-

stcnholme, viz: The Almond, Bhtck Mottle, Red Baldhead, Yellow-beard
Tumblers, Black Carrier, and Blue fied Knglish Pouter.
3 A colored Diagram, nr a Plan of Building or fitting up a Pigeonary,

embellished with Tumblers, P«.uters and Carriers.

\\"e tliink there are sevtral different diagrams, and would like all of them.
4 A set ot six splendid Lite Size engraved Portraits of The I'ancy Toy

Pigiflns, colored, viz: The White Fantail, Yellow Jacobin, Silver Owl, Blue
Turbit, Black mottled Trumpeter, and the Black Barb.

All of above pictures published by J. M. Katon.
A liberal offer would be made for any of the above in good order.

Any iuformation regarding John Matthew Eaton's life and works would be
gratefully received.

WU. GAllDNER BARTON, Salem, Mass.

BOOKS TO spare:.
1. Handel's Israel in Egypt Novello's.

2. ILiydo's Creation "
3. Mendelsohn's Elijah

'*

4. Mendelsohn's St. Paul Ditpon's.

5. Handel's Messiah '*

6. Life and Writings of Charles Dickens, by Phebe A. Hanaford.
7. Peregrine i'irkle Geo. Koutledge & Sons.

8. The Works of T. PmoUet Tee & Shepard
9. The Portrait : a Romance of the Cuyahoga Valley. By A. G Riddle.

l(t. The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by W. 11. Uolcombe, M. D.

11. Our Own Birds, bv Wm. L. Baiiey.

12. The Romance of Ilistorv : England. By H Nf^ele.

13. Cyclopsedia of the BestThoughts of 0. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaine

BOOKS W^AN'l'E©.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Foems.
3. Drrtke's Biographical Dictionary.

4. White's Natural IIi.story of Selbourne.
5. Walton's Cnmplete Angler.
6. Poems by •' U. II."

7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, and many other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subjpct of Pigeon IJooks.

Write to WM. GAKDNKIl B.\KTON, Siilem, M:iss.

Gaine. $1.3/i.

l*oland, $1,25.

uuiu Durkuii/ Cock. $i.OO.

-'^.

HaWlKoil. $1.00.

London J a ictj Vnnarics. $1.J0'

With Our Present Location and
Conveniences, "We Find Ourselves

unable to give

JOB POINTING

Our Personal Oversight. There-

fore, preferring not to be responsi-

ble for others, we decline all offers

of Work, until further notice.

WE CAN FURNISH

ELECTROTYPES
Hovs?-ever, as per list. "Whereby
persons owning -what they wish
to use, can have their w^ork done
at local offices, under their own
supervision.

Silver Grey Dorking Cock ?4.00

Dark Dorking Cock 4.00

Dark Dorking Hen 4.00

Cuckoo Dorking Cock 4 00

Black Spanish Co.-k 4.00

Black Spanish Ilcn 3.00

Black Spanish Cock's Head 1.50

Scotch Terrier 2 5U

Daschund 4.0O

White Mi.'e 1.60

Plymouth Rock Cocls 3.00

Plymouth Kock Uen 2.50

Geese 1.00

White Leghorn Cock 3.00

Belgian Canary 1.00

Uggs 75

White Leghorn lien 2.50

Dog's Head 75

Dog . 75

Sebright Cock {small i=ize) 75

Aylesbury Ducks 3 00

P.rown Leghorn Cock 3.00

Brown Leghorn Ueu 2.6U

.Mandarin Duck 3.00

Dark Brahma Cock 3.00

Dark Brahma Uen 2.50

London Fancy Canaries 1 50

GuiLca Pigs 3.00

Wild or Canada Geese . 3.U0

Wood or Summer Duck 3.00

Lop JSared Kabbit 3.00

Belgian Hare Kabbit 3 DO

Light Brahma Cock 3.00

Light Brahma Uen 2.50

PIGEONS.

Pair Pouters 2.50

" BlueOwls 1.75

" Carriers- 2.00

" White Barbs 1.60

" BaWhead Tumblers 1.50

" Nuns 150
" Blue Owls 1.50

" BeardTumblers 150
" Swallows 1.50

" Black Barbs ... 160
'

' Magpies 1 50

" Jacobin 150
" White Owls 1.50

Kantjiil 1.50

Small lialJhcad 1 I
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things. California lias two seasons, summer, when there are

fleas, anil winter when there are none. Sometimes, however,

there is but one, anil thai is summer.

I had a letter from Fan. yesrcrilay. She intended to make it

lengthy, but as she says: "I've oceans to say to you, but the

fleas are holding a fandango, with me for ball-room, and they

create such a confusion I must delay for a senson." I sweep car-

bolic powder into my carpets and put flea-powder in the beds,

hang boughs of the bay tree every where, but when there's such

a mi;;hty reserve force out of doors, it makes a body discouraged

to think of it. Yes, I know you eastern folks don't say "fleas" out

loud. I well remember bow horrified I was when we first " land-

ed," thirteen years ago, and an old resident asked me had " the

fleas troubled me yet?" But I was not long in learning them to

be comnon property. I remember once seeing Dr. Bellows in

the midst of a sermon just give the place on his shoulder a bit

of a pinch where one was.

We go to Sonoma to morrow. Charley thinks he can't, so

Annie will take me over. I'd just as lief thatCliarlie shouldn't

go. They're too hospitable over there in those wine vineyards

and cellars. They'll show a body everywhere, give them a taste

of new wine, then of a little older, and so on, "only a tasie you

know, that wouldn't hurt nobody," until they've sampled the

cellar. Tlien when they feel " tired," as if they'd like to rest

awhile, they lay them carefully aw.iy, and charge nothing for

the headache they permit them to take with tlicm upon their de-

parture, so I've heard!

Annie is a splendid driver, and her pair of Morgans is as natty

a team as I ever rode after. They are in splendid condition and

feel good, so the slightest e.^cuse will take us for a drive. All

California ladies are good drivers, and riders; children are too.

You know the district school is just on the corner from us, and I

declare if my hair didn't use to stand on end to see the children,

boys and girls both, ride. Most of them lived at a distance and

came horseback, and such perform.ances as they used to have at

noon and recess! it was as good as a circus. A certain circus

manager once said " it don't make much diflFercnce what kind of

a clown I've got or what sort of a menagerie, but if my riding

aint good, first class, tip-top, I may just as well shut up shop."

Why, I've seen little Fred, when he was four years old, get Net-

tie between him and the fence, rest a board on her back, climb up

the board, and with his hands fast in her mane start her off on a

run, without saddle, bridle or blanket. Annie and I were out this

morning, down to the lower ranch, only six miles, but like every

other ride ihat can be taken in California it was full of delights.

We got off about eight o'clock. I can't find words to tell you

how delightfully fresh the air seems in the early summer morn-

ings. Last night was foggy and cold, this njorning the sun

shone brightly, the air seemed pure and gratifying, it seemed

strengthening. One might almost think the soft gray mist had

purified the earth, taking the no.xious and noisome with it in its

flight. For two miles the road is level, along the creek shore.

The scene would interest you, ihe long stretch of salt marsh with

its samphire beds, the long-legged sand cranes sianding so pa-

tiently and watching so steadfastly and earnestly the hole of

maybe a gopher, ready with lightning like rapidity to spear him

through with that long sharp bill; the flock of sea-gulls, brown

and white, that were sailing idly against the clear blue sky; here

a flock of mud hens, or of curlew. It is constant change and con-

stant interest. How many, many times I've been over this same

way, and always to find something new. The first two hills are

triHes, ihe next is ugly ; here's where those gentlemen that Annie

was taking to the ranch begged of her to stop and let them goi out

and walk. They were " afraid, indeed they'd rather walk than

ride." Oh how Annie laughed at them. " The very idea I two

great men afiaid to go, where I, a girl, could I As if I didn't have

my own precious neck along, the very idea !

"

It is frightful to one not used to hills ; a nan-ow road upon a

hill-side, not only very steep but with two crooks in it and ending

with a railless bridge over a torrent. But my ! that's nothing to

some of the hills. I know one back of Oakland where for more
than two miles it winds around and around, a single road-way,

only once in a while a chance for a team to pass you, when up,

straight up, it is solid rock, or looks like it, and straight down
ditto, ditto. The first time I went over it I wished I hadn't

come, but over it once I was quite ready to try again. Midway
down that road a stream of cold clear water trickles from out the

rocks. There we always rested and ate our lunch, and Charley

never dared to say Marauga Valley, unless he wanted to find me
ready waiting in the buggy for him. But one time he did fool me
the nicest; I was provoked enough about it, but can laugh now.

It was the 1st of April, but I'd forgotten it. I heard him say to

iMary, I thought as if he didn't want me to hear, " have my lunch

ready by ten o'clock, I'm going over to Marauga. Supposing he

was in the stable getting his team ready, seeing the buggy was

out, I hurried into my hat and duster and out into the buggy,

and there I sat and waited. I saw Mary smile through the win-

dow, but says I to myself "Let those laugh that win." Finally

wearied with waiting, and fearing the horse might have killed

him or something I went out to reconnoiter, when lo! no Char-

ley was to be found. Making inquiries I found ihe dear innocent

had gone with a neighbor and been gone two hours. Coming on

the day it did, they were long in being wearied of the joke.

Past the " gulch hill," as we call that ugly place, our road is

through a grove of live oaks, and grand old trees, some a mass

of mistletoe, others hung deeply with a drapery of moss. I told

you once about that moss didn't I^ Well it isn't moss at all. It

isn't a bit like that which grows upon the trees of the South.

Ours in California is a Lichen simon pure, and the Lace Lichen at

that. 'J'he fronds are delicate webs like laee, the apothecia are

found along the center sort of thick leather-like substance to which
the fronds are attached. The other day I was up at Penn's Grove
and I found upon different trees in the grove there, seven distinct

kinds; some were different in the apothecia, and the rest in the

shape of the fronds. Maybe they ordy differed in being of differ-

ent stages of growth but it seemed to me not. But right here I

must tell yon a Utile joke ; its a " Who shall decide when Doctors
disagree." I was at the academy of Natural Science, in San
Francisco. I talked with a professor dov/n stairs, and in the con-

verse said lichen {/lichen). "Don't say that madanie, I pray yon,

say Iikm. It is from a Greek word, etc., etc." Very well thinks

I, I've learned something; lichen is prettiest but liken is projier,

so liken goes. Bidding the professor adieu I went up stairs to

speak with the dear good professor of boiany ; wishing to air my
newlv found learning, I said something upon likens. "Oh don't

!

That isn't proper, Inchon is the word." 'i'hm I told him, and
he, calling to ihe |irofessor, how we all laughed.

Now the stuff', Florida moss I believe they call it, down South,

isn't a lichen, it has a flower, a real fluwer. We can stufl' pillows

and chair cushions and the like with ours, and as long as thiy

are kept dry they are all right, but once wet they're about equal

to wet feathers; but we UfC ours direct from the trees, whereas
down in Florida there's a world of work to be done to prepare it.

But then the nit si of them down there show real Yankee wit in

the preparing of it; they make it "pay its board while it's bang-

ing round getting ready," and I .am not suie but its yeUin(i ready

is worth as much as it is when ready. The soil and climate

down there are not favorable to potato growth—it is too dry—pota-

toes need moisture, so ihe farmers get the ground all ready, pnt

in the potaio eyes, lay over them a covering of this moss, then

put on the earth. The sun upon the earth sweats and rots ibe

moss, and the moisture it gives out is favorable to the growth of

the tubers. At " potato digging" ihe long trenches are uncovereil,

the fibrous mass lifted and lo! a splendid cro)iof potatoes, all ready

to be iiieked up; the moss is taken to the water, wa.shed iiiiiil

only the fibrous hairy subsiance remains, which is then sjiread in

the sun. When dried it is baled and sent North to be jircpar. d

for the ujiholsierer's use. I'ACiric.

August 1st, 1876.
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PodLji^Y ^fJD PlQEONS.

(For Fsnciera' Journal.)

ABOUT THAT CORN.

In a recent number a writer complains that Amateur did not

state where he lived, as that micht make some difference in his

fowls doing so well on that awful corn. Now I will tell him where

I live; it is in the town of Wyominp;, County of Stark, and State

of Illinois, 41° north latitude, 13° west longitude, and will also

state that it is extremely cold here in winter, and hot as in

summer. Would say that my fowls are at prft^ent in very fine or-

der, and the hens are laying the best I have ever known them to.

Have nearly all moulted, and come out in nice glossy plumage,

especially that Yellow T). W. Gamecock, "Johnny." At present

every thing is quiet, business fair, nice weather, and a good show

for Johnny to come out victorious this winter.

As some one in a receut number of The Journal used my
signature, I will now with best wishes for The Journal sign

myself. Wing Shot.
•--•

CENTENNIAL COMMISSIONERS.
Allow me through the Journal's columns to inquire of the

Centennial Commissioners, of what value they imagine the award

of a medal received at their Poultry and Pigeon .show can be, if, as

I understand, every exhibitorof afair specimen is to be honored (?)

with at least one, and perhaps three, (first, second, and third)

should he show a sufficient number of birds. If my information

is correct, the question of which is the best bird of itji kind, re-

mains an open one, and cannot but prove unsatisfactory to many,

who like myself exhibited witli the hope of receiving a premium

that would, as at all other shows, determine the standing of the

winner of it, in comparison with his competitors.

Perhaps, however, we have been altogether wrong in our meth-

od of making awards heretofore, and that it has been the good for-

tune of the Commission to inaugurate a new and correct one.

That their system should not be credited to the very courteous

superintendent, Mr. Diehl, I am sure, and I think that all exhibit-

ors will join with me in paying tribute to his efficiency and ur-

banity. Carrier

Curing a Bad Habit.—A correspondent in a late number

of Forest and Stream saj's :
" I once owned a cocker spaniel that

had a perfect passion for killing chickens, and by the advice of a

friend broke him of the habit by beating him with the dead chick-

en and then tying it by the legs to his neck, and compelling him

to carry it around a couple of days."

A wag, who had wrapped a piece of cloth having the word

"Centennial" on it around an egg, and boiled it so that the word

appeared plainly on the shell, sadly deceived a Portland (Conn.)

farmer, who took it out of the nest where it had been placed and

exhibited it at the office of a local newspaper as a wonderful

manifestation of the hen's intimate knowledge of the history of

the United States.
i

THE SPANISH FOWL.
BY W. J. NICHOLS.

No. III.

—

Selling Eggs and Birds—Points of SrANisn.

After having provided a house, the next thing which naturally

suggests itself to one's mind is the occupants; then follows the

question, how best to proceed in procuring a stock which shall be

both good in quality and moderate in price; and I would just

state that I should not advise anyone to pay a large sum for a

bird simply because it was a prize winner, before first learning

something of the breed and its management, otherwise it will

only lead to disappointment and vexation. Many a new fancier

of Spanish, and of every other variety too, who has perhaps paid

a long price for a pen of birds with the idea of winning a prize,

exhibits them and finds they are not noticed, and throws up the

whole thing in disgust ; whereas, if he had previously obtained a

little practical knowledge of what he was doing, the result would

often fully realize his expectations.

In commencing with any breed of poultry, the cheapest plan

would be to buy a sitting of eggs, if we could only be certain we

really were getting what they were represented to be. This,

however, is seldom the case, and if we consider for one moment

the time, trouble, and expense it takes to breed a winning bird, it

is unreasonable to expect for a guinea a sitting of eggs f:om

really first-class birds which have taken prizes at a large show
;

and yet we find a number of exhibitors who do advertise eggs

from cup birds, but I can most positively assert that very few

indeed send out eggs from the same birds as they themselves are

breeding from ; and I cannot help expressing my dissatisfaction

at such proceedings, for in the great majority of cases egg selling

is nothing less than a swindle. My advice to all amateurs who

are thinking of buying a sitting of eggs is not to waste a guinea

on them, for few send out the same as they advertise. I do not

mean to say that all are alike, but first ascertain the character of

the man whom you are about to make the purchase of, for I am
sorry to say there are a great many swindlers as well as dishonest

men in the poultry fancy. Lest my remarks on this subject

should be misunderstood, I would state they are only intended

for those who act as I have described, and not for those who

really sell them as they advertise.

I much prefer the plan of buying birds as this is far more sat-

isfactory bo'h to the buyer and seller. The price depends entirely

upon the quality of the birds; a cockerel good enough to win a

pr'ze at a moderately large show can generally he obtained for
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£5, and they can often be bought out of a selling class for £2.

Good hens or pullets can mostly be had for £5 apiece ; and these,

too, can often he picked up at a selling class for a pound apiece.

The principal point in Spanish is the face, and I cannot help

thinking too much has been sacrificed to this alone. I am a

great admirer of a large face, but then it should be of a nice

soft smooth texture, free from a blush or a blackness, which is

common in heavy-faced birds, more especially in cocks ; the white

a clear opaque color, and the more seen between the wattles the

better bred is the bird and the purer the white of the face will be.

Of late years birds with very long broad lobes, hanging in ugly

folds, and with rough and wrinkled faces, almost obscuring the

sight, have been exhibited. Then there is the ribbon lobe; this

is generally very long and narrow, terminating almost in a point,

the face being very small and the eye clear, the lobe good in

width at the top and bottom, but narrow and pinched in the

middle. All of these fall far short of my idea of a good lobe or

face. I prefer a bird which shows the greatest width of white

between the beak and the back of the head, nicely arched and

iree from folds or creases.

Very few birds are seen without ugly wrinkles over the tops of

the eyes, which increase very quickly, and often prevent the

bird seeing upwards and if not properly attended to soon pro-

duces blindness. The eye, clear and open and not sunk, with a

lump of white projecting in front of the eye, so as to prevent the

bird seeing its food. The lobe as free from folds as possible,

hanging loose, and well opened at the bottom, without being

pinched or tucked in the middle ; the greater the length the better,

but it rau&t be well shaped. Mr. Edward Jones exhibited a bird

at Hereford, I am told, with a very large face; but instead of

having only one lobe on each side, it appeared as though there

were two, and Mr. Hewitt, who knows a good Spanish cock as

well as anyone, passed it over, much to the surprise of some

people.

The next thing is the comb; and Mr. Wood, in his admirable

drawing, gives a very good illustration of what a Spanish cock's

comb should be in shape, al-

though perhaps it might have

been made to fit a little closer to

the back of the head, and the

serrations would be better if

they were a trifle finer. Still,

his drawing of the comb and

fiice are the best that have ever

appeared, while the illustration

of the pullet which accompanies

this article is as near perfection

as possible. She belonged to

me, but is now the property of Mr. F. Waller, of Wood Green,

an old fancier of Spanish, who very kindly allowed her to be

sketched for the present illustration. Whilst in my possession

she won the cup at Ashford and second at Norwich. I am, how-

ever, somewhat digressing, and will return to the question of

comb. At the base they should be as broad as possible, for this

gives greater stability—neither too high nor too large, and without

sprigs or creases in front. I like them small and pretty, in prefer-

ence to the great coarse things so frequently seen both in cocks

and hens ; this results, in a great measure, from giving piizes to

birds with nothing to recommend them except the superabundance

of white. The wattles should not be too large, nor should the

lobe run into them.

Style and carriage is another very important point with these

birds, for nothing looks worse in a show pen than some of those

heavy-faced monstrosities which are nearly blind, and all hud-

dled together in a heap? They should be active and graceful

when moving, standing high on the leg, with a full prominent

chest, and head well carried back. Tail moderately large, and

carried somewhat high, but not approaching to a squirrel tail,

which is a very common fault with Spanish. The legs of a blue

or slaty color. I like to see the small scales on the inside of the

legs slightly tinged with red, as it shows quality in breeding.

With regard to the shape of the face in the hen, I cannot do bet-

ter than refer my readers to the illustration ; at the same time I

would say the larger, smoother, and rounder the face is the better;

that neither a cock or hen with a tucked lobe should be used for

breeding purposes, and that I should also prefer to see them out

of the show pen; but I shall touch upon this in my next, which

will be on the breeding and exhibition of Spanish.

—

The Coimtrij.

To be Continued.

THE MEAL-WORM.
EV P. B.

Continued fi-om page 513.

The Meal-worm, of course, lives on meal, as its name indicates
;

but it also feeds upon bran and flour, and, it is related that some

ships' biscuits packed in casks were found, when opened, to be

eaten through in holes by these insects. One authority to which

I referred, states, that "these larva live in flour, bread, sugar, and

even in dead and carious wood ;" [this of the family] continu-

ing: " those of T.' molitor which &re found in this last substance,

etc." They frequent pigeon coops, probably for the fine grain

spilled around—as the dust from cracked corn; but I am com-

pelled to consider whether they do not also feed upon the dung

of the pigeons, or at least upon the indigested grain and farina-

ceous matter which it contains. I have found them apparently

living at home in dry manure, through which there were holes,

evidently made by them. The pigeon fancier naturally wishes to

know whether they are friends or foes, whether he must destroy

them or favor them. One of my correspondents wrote that he

considered them friends, because he thought they were the cause

of the diminution in the number of lice in his loft, which was

very perceptible when the meal-worms and the black beetles ap-

peared. I doubted very sincerely that the beetles were the cause

of this—indeed, I did not believe it. In reply to the question

whether he had ever seen a meal-worm or a beetle devour a louse,

he was obliged to answer in the negative. He thought perhaps

they drfve the lice away. Upon the second day of August he

wrote that he had not fed his birds in the loft with grain since the

first of May, and that he had cleaned out his coop weekly. What
could have nourished the beetles, if not the lice "! His loft had

been badly infested with lice; the beetles appeared, the lice

rapidly decreased in number. Dr. A. S. Packard, Jr., told me
he did not believe they devoured the lice, but that it was possible

they might have done so. W. A. Burpee, in a little book called

" The Pigeon Loft," speaks almost in horror of the meal-worms,

and gives an anecdote of their having " eaten alive " a young

squab. In another place he writes of them as "those most dread-

ful of vermin." I have many of these worms in my coop, and I

never had any experiences to warrant such expressions. I have

raised a number of birds upon the floor in the immediate vicinity

of these insects, and have repeatedly found tlie worms in the

rough wooden nesting-boxes in my loft, and never had a squab

devoured. I would like to hear the opinion of more experienced

fanciers on this subject. The worms are exceedingly plenty in

pigeon-lofts, but an acquaintance tells me that where mice abound

they devour the worms. In my opinion, the insects themselves

have no effect upon the welfare of the feathered occupants of the

loft ; but, naturally, they are the most abundant in unclean, dis-

orderly, unhealthful lofts.

The eggs of the beetle I have never seen. The beetles do not

seem to thrive in confinement. I have found very small worms

imder lumps of manure upon the floor, which could not have
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liecn liiitclied long. They prefer a small crack to a roomy one.

Let two small boards be placed on the Hoor of a loft, one, with a

brick or heavy weight upon it, or even nailed down, the other,

unladen and loose, and more worms will secrete themselves under

the former. They seem to prefer sour meal to sweet, and will

ajipear in a shorter time under a board covering sour meal, than

under one covering fre-li. They are, to some e.Nteiit, fond of

dampness. A farmer tells me that he finds them in his liorse-

crib or trough. I should prevent that, were I the farmer, for the

horse cannot be beiielited by feeding upon meal-worms. A case

i.s related of the larvie having jiassed from the human bowels,

having been taken with the food ; and an anecdote is related of a

woman, who superstiuon.sly drank clay Irom the grave of a priest,

and who alterwards discharged beetles of the kindred genus

Bkips. To return— the farmer says, that, by jdaeing a little meal

in his horse's trough, sprinkling it with water, and littering it

with hay, he could produce a great many in a short time. A
miller, whom I know, asserts that the meal-worm breeds in sour

meal, that there are any quantity in his mill, but that I hey do no

harm. A baker, who lives in my neighborhood, did not know of

them ; and the proprietors of a meal-store said they had but a

few; another one, that the worms onco bred in his store under

the sink, in the dampness.
i'owls greedily devour the beetles, snajjping them up ravenously

and looking for more before the spectator realizes they are all

gone. The would no doubt eat the larva;, but the latter have a

distinct use, and, in a snuiU way, are an article of trade. I have

sold about one thousand this year. They are used by the bird-

dealers (and sold by them for the same purpose,) as food for

mocking and other soft-billed birds. In England they are used

for bait, with which to capture nightingales, and as food for tliesc

birds after capture. On page 450 of "The Dovecote and Aviary,"

the meal-worm is mentioned as bait for uightingales. One writer

remarks, that; it is curious that uightingales should be so fond of

the meal worm, since, in a state of nature, tills bird can seldom

or never see them. The miller, previously spoken of, said he used

to sell them for one cent apiece, to a bird-fancier; and, that he

once counted out nine hundred to sell, but they unfortunately

died bulore they were wanted. He also says he sold tlie beetles

at the rate of two for one cent. I find the price to be abotit

twenty-five cents per hundred, but I believe the bird stoie-keei)er3

ask more than that. It is said that there are birds which will not

live without such insect food as that furnished by the meal-worm.
Chameleons in captivity are fed upon these worm*^.

I have never met with one of the pupa; of '1\ moUlor. Dr.

Packard says he has raised the pupa in early June from a larva

found in May. A writer says: "The larva changes its skin

several times, avoids the li^ht, and at length assumes the pupa
state without forming any cocoon, the im; go appearing at the

expiration of about si.\ weeks, at first being a reddish color, but

shortly afterwards assuming its black hue." There is another

species, Teitt'bi'io oliscurus, which is liable to be confounded with this

one. It may be distinguished by its color, which is a dull, pitchy

black, and not shining, and by one or two more minute differ-

ences. The larva of oliscurus is pale instead of cream-eolor. As
to the geographical range of these two species, I quote the fol-

lowing from Eiley's " Second Annual Report of the Noxious
Insects of Missouri:" "The imported meal-worm beetle (T. /noli-

tor) swarms thrc ugliout the whole United States, and is a great

pest; while the native American species (T. o6scw/'ms) which has

almost exactly the same habits, belongs to the same genus, and
is of nearly the same shape, size, and color, is comparatively rare

among us, an.! is scarcely known to our millers and flour-dealers
;"

and, "as to our American meal-woric (T. ofocunis),.Curtis states

that it has been introduced into England, and that it is sometimes
abundant in London and the provinces, but Kirby and Spence
say not one word about it, and it seems to be confined to the

English seaports and the places where American flour is stored,

without spreading into the adjacent districts."

I have found amoug a lot of meal-worms of the ordinary yel-

lowish-brown color, and possessing hard skins, white and soft

individuals, apparently having just shed their skins, and the new
one not having had time to harden. They reminded me of the

soft-shelled crabs so highly prized by some people as an article of

food. I suppose a mocking-bird or a nightingale, while eating

these insects catches eagerly at such an one as a particularly choice

and desirable tidbit. The sloughed-oft' skins may be found in

considerable abundance where the worms are plenty. They are

the cast-olf overcoats which have been outgrown, and abandoned
on that account.

I hope some one who reads these few remarks will have the

inclination, time, and patience requisite for a thorough investiga-

tion of the habits of the meal worm.

PIGEONS.
Continued from page 513.

The front of the pigeon-room, or cole, should have a southwest

aspect; and if a room be selected fm- the imrpose, it is usual to

break a hole in the roof of the building for the passage of the pig-

eons, which can be closed at convenience. A platform is laid by

a carpenter at the entrance, for tlie pigeons to alight and perch

upon, with some kind of defense against strange cats, which will

so often depopulate a whole dove-house.

Cats are yet necessary for the rlefence of the pigeons against

rats and mice, as they will both destroy the birds, and suck the

eggs ; thence cats of a known good breed should be trained up fa-

miliarly with the pigeons.

The platform should be painted white, and renewed as the paint

wears otF, white being a favorite color with pigeons, and also most

conspicuous as a mark to enable them to find their honrc. The
boxes also should be so colored and renewed as necessary, for

which ]iurpose lime and water will be sufficient. Cleanliness is

one of the first and most important considerations; the want of it

in a dove-cote will soon render the place a nuisance not to be ap-
proached, and the birds both old and young will lie so covered
with vermin, and besmeared with their own excrement, that they
can enjoy no health or comfort, and mortality is often so induced.
Ours were cleaned ilaily

; thoroughly once a week, a tub standing
at hand for the reception of the dung, the floor covered with sifted

gravel, often renewed.
Pigeons are exceedingly fond of water, f.nd, having a prescience

of rain, will wait its coming until late in the evening, upon the
house-top, spreading their wings to receive the refreshing shower.
When they are confined in a room, they should be allowed a wide
pan ot water, to be often renewed as a bath, which cools, refreshes,

and assists them to keep their bodies clear of vermin. In the at-

tendance upon pigeons, caution is necessary with respect to their

fi:;hting, to which they are more prone than might be expected,
often to the destruction of c^'gs or young, or driving the weakest
away.
The common Barhel Dove Cote needs no description, at the

same time is adapted to every situation in which it is desirable to

keep ijigeons for ordinary use. To return to the room or loft

;

the shelves should be placed sufBciently high for security against
vermin, a small ladder being a necessary appendage.
The usual breadth of the shelves is about twenty inches, witli

the allowance of eighteen between shelf and shelf, which will be

sufficient not to incommode the tallest pigeons.

Partitions between the shelves may be fixed at the distance of
about 3 feet, making a blind, by a board nailed against the front

of each partition, whence there will be two nests in the compass
of every three feet, so that the pigeons will sit in privacy, antl not
liable to be disturbed. Or a partition may be fixed between each
nest—a good plan, which prevents the young from running to the

hen, sitting over fresh eggs, and perhaps occasionally to addle
them ; for when the young are about a fortnight or three weeks
old, a good hen will leave them to the care of the cock and lay

again.

Some prefer breeding-holes entirely open in front, for the great-

er convenience in cleaning the nests ; but it is from those that the

squabs are likely to fall, hence a step of sufficient height is prefer-

able. The tame pigeon seldom taking the trouble to make a ncsr,

it is better to give her one of hay, which prevents the eggs from
rolling ; or a straw basket, or unglazed earthen pan, ma}^ be

plaoed in every nest, apportioned to the size of the pigeons yon
breed.

A pan of three inches high, eight inches over the top, and slop-

ing to the bottom life a basin, will be of sufficient size for a Tum-
bler, or a small pigeon, whilst one of double those dimensions will

be required for a large Runt. A brick should always be placed in

contiguity to the pan, to enable the cock and hen to alight with

greater safety upon the eggs. The pigeon trap, on the house-top,

is the well-known contrivance of those London rascals, who lie in

wait as has been said, to entrap the property of others. A trap of

another description, and for a very different purpose, is sometimes
used ; it is an area, on the outside of a building, for the purpose
of confining in the air valuable breeds of pigeons which cannot be
trusted to flight. Some are erected to the extent of twenty yards

long and ten yards wide, with shelves on every side for the perch-

ing of the pigeons ; thus they are constantly exercised in the air,,

retiring at their pleasure to the room or loft within.

{To be continued.)
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THE ZOO ON SUNDAY.

And why not on Sunday t What better way to rest from the

six days' weariness or gain strength for the six to come, than to

wander in Nature's Garden, to look on, wonder and admire the

magnitude of her works, and the fitness of her ways f How many

of us are not glad to spend Sunday with Young Breeder in that

"back yard " in company with his almost human Light Brahmas?

and yet he is not wicked. In a pilgrimage of some forty years

we have not found his equal in pure Christianity. But what has

this to do with the Zoo ? We had either, like the thousands of

others, to go on Sunday or not at all, and who could resist the

temptation when our pleasant Huon was to be the guide? We
met our friend in tho center of the built-up portion of Philadel-

phia. To our invitation to ride, he suggested that he "always

walked, needed the exercise, ete." It was only three miles, partly

through the beautiful Fairmount Park, and over the famous Girard

Avenue bridge. The Zoo we found too crowded to admit of our

examining closely its denizens, a fact we regretted as Huon was

familiar with every beast and bird, could have told us so much.

It was amusing to not? the absurd questions of the country peo

pie present, but Huon has promised us a chapter on the subject

soon. I could not but wonder as we w.ilked beneath the noble

beeches that John Penn planted near the home he named "Soli-

tude," because being so far away from the "busy haunts of men "

to need to be visited specially if at all, what would he have said

at the picture spread before our eyes theni The magnificent

collection of animals, the immense Centennial buildings near by,

and the 24,000 humans that on that Sunday morning were ad-

miring, peopling, his " Solitude," but with not an angry, loud

or disrespectful word. So orderly in fact that the five guards

are rarely a necessity. Can it be that we have reached

the hight of achievement, or are there wonders to be shown

the next Centennial that we as little dream of now 1 A most

delightful day we spent with Huon at the Zoo, returning with

him on foot to his beautiful home, where " knife and fork" had

for so many months awaited us. After a hearty dinner we ad

journed to tlie library. Time sped fast and pleasantly. Reluct-

antly indeed, we bade our friend and his happy family good night,

resolving as soon as the opportunity would permit, to take ad-

vantage of the invitations so heartily given, to "come again."

CENTRAL MAINE POCLTRT ASSOCIATION.

In accordance with a call published in a paper in the central

part of Maine, a meeting has been held at this place, and the

" Central Maine Poultry Association " formed, with Dr. G. M.

Twitchell, Fairfield, as President, F. E. McFadden, Esq., Fair-

field, Sec'f, and F. H. Foss, Esq., Fairfield, Treas., and with a

full board of officers.

The society has voted to hold its first exhibition Dec. 19th, 20th

and 21st, at this place.

There are here fifteen or more breeders of twenty diflperent varie-

ties, all of fine stock.

The interest in this part of the state is steadily increasing, and

it is hoped that the show will be a success, as liberal premiums are

oifered.

Fairfield, Me. Per Order.
»--•

We are advised by our old friend Mr. F. H. Schwartz, of his

removal from Bernville, Pa., to Robisonia Furnace, Pa., Mr.

Schwartz is a true fancier. Wherever is his home, his pets will be

found ; and having the faculty of creating an outside interest, in

them wherever they are, we may expect to hear of an awakening

interest in his new location.

W. p. BLACK SPANISH.

Having seen in Fanciers' Journal that I claimed the piem-

ium on W. F. Black Spanish, and that tie premium hdoiigid to

Oliver D. Schock, I want to give you the correct statement.

The premiums were awarded on Thursday. On the Tuesday

previous Mr. Schock entered the Spanish. On Wednesday at

lOi A. M., I bought them of him, with the proviso that he should

receive the premium money they would win, while nothing was

said as to who sliould take the honors. He gave the judges tlic

authority to remove them, asserting that they were my property,

and Mr. Ed. Shalter, one of the judges, put my niime upon the

coop. Now, you as judge, to whom does the honor belong?

He said the premium money would just about pay him his price

for the birds. I want no controversy, but do desire what is just

and honest. I wrote you the premium list with honest purpose,

and it seems as though the editorial beneath the errata gave my
sending a dishonorable look. I hope you will correct the matter

by saying it was a misunderstanding, caused by a sale during tlie"

fair. Mr. Schock and I are good friends, and do not wish to be

otherwise. Dr. Heckman.
Reading, Pa.

We thought the error we attempted to right was like so many

others that have occurred—a slip of the pen.—We know Dr.

Heckman too well to doubt his integrity. We felt it only due to

our time, and the space our readers pay for, to print only authen-

ticated reports. Dr. Heckman certainly owns the premium birds,

but the official list must decide the question as to whom the

honor of receiving it shall be.

TOLLAND CO. society.

At a meeting of the Tolland Co. Agricultural Society, held at

Rockville, Conn., Oct. 23, 1876, Mr. P. W. Hudson, of North

Manchester, was elected President. As Mr. Hudson is a thorough

fancier, and his enterprise is directed to all varieties of live stock,

we may look forward to the fair of the coming year as excelling

any held since the days of Thos. Barrows, the founder of the

society.
^>-«

RULES AND PREMIUM LISTS.

We have received the Rules and Premium List for the Third

Annual Exhibition of the Middlesex Poultry Association, to be

held at Lowell, Mass., Dec. 5th to 7th, 1875.

E. T. RowELL, Secretary.

CARDS, CATALOGUES, ETC., RECEIVED.

Descriptive circular of high class poultry, bred by George S. Jos-

selyn, Fredonia, N. Y. See advertisement.

Descriptive catalogue—L. E. Sinsabaugh, Syracuse, Otoe Co., Ne-

braska.

Card of Gray & Shermam, Foxboro, Mass., Breeders of choice

Brown Leghorns. See advertisement.

Card of W. H. Rathbone, Uncasville, Ct., Breeder of White Leg-

horns, and Black Hamburgs.

On Sunday, Oct. 29th, 800 of the Guide Books, of which our

Huon is the author, were sold at the Zoological Garden, Fair-

mount Park, Philadelphia.

The cut upon the cover this week is of a pair of Red Pile Games,

imported last year from Mr. Cooper, of Limerick, by their present

owner, E. T. Bailey, Mt. Kisco, N. Y.

ERRATA.

No. 43, page 516, last, line, 1st column read Pigmy Pouters for

Pigeon Pouters, and for J. "Van Winkle read Isaac Van Winkle.
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Coi\I^ESporlDErlCE.

Kditok Fanciers' Journal:

I liuvc iu my possession a cock of the Light Brahma breed

that is a real curiosity; he was hatched the last of May, 1874.

He walks as erect as any person, and has ever since he was two

and a half months old; he was not injured in any way to cause

him to walk in this way. There have been a number to sec him

and they give in that they never have seen anything like him. I

intend to show him at one or more poultry shows this winter.

J. H. Morrison.

F/VpfliLiy^F^ Science.

Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—One Day Oct of Seven.—
Birds cannot always sing

;

Silence at times they ask to narse spent feeling

;

To see some new, bright thing.

Ere a fresh burst of song, fresh joy revealing.

Flowers cannot always blow

;

Some Sabbath-rest they need of silent winter

;

Ere from its sheath below
Shoots up a small, green blade, brown earth to

splmter.

Tongues cannot always speak

;

O God ! in this loud world of noise and clatter,

Save us this once a-week.

To let the sown seed grow, not always scatter.

LIST OF plants IN FAIRMOUNT PARK, 18

Continued from page 517.

Clematis—virginiana, virgin's bower.

Cimicifuga—racemosa, black snake-root.

Caulophi/llum—pappoose root.

Chdidonium—majus, celandine.

Cori/dalis—aurea, golden corydalis.

Cardamine—pratensis, field cardamine.
Cochlearia—amorica horse-radish.

Cerasttum—vulgatum, mouse-ear chickweed; do. viscorum,

sticky, cliickweed.

Ciai/to7ua—Caroliniana, spring beauty.

Celustrus—scandens, stati-trce.

Ctanolhus—Amerieanus, Jersey tea, red root.

Crotalaria—sagittalis, rattle-box.

Cassia—marilaudica, American senna; do. chamtechrista, sensi-

tive pea, dwarf cassia; do. nictitans, wild sensitive plant.

Crataegus—oxycantha, hawthorn, English thorn (May); do.crus-

galli, cockspur.

Cupliea—viscosissima, wax bush.

Catycantlius—tloridus, Carolina allspice, sweet-scented shrub.

Circaea—lutetiana, larger enchanter's nightshade.
Clirysospleiiium—Americanum, oppositifolium, golden saxifrage,

water carpet,

Cicuta—hemlock, conium, maculatum, poison helmock; do. lan-

atum, cow parsnip.

Cryplutosnia—canadensis, hone-wort.
Chasropliyllum—procumbens.
Oor)»'i<s—canadensis, low cornel, or dogweed.
Conoclinium—ccelestlnum, (Coelestina cerulea).

Cirsium—arvense, Canada thistle ; do. horridulum, yellow ; do.
pumilum, pasture.

Cynthia—virginiea.

C'a«(/)anu/cj—Americana, American bell-flower.

Clelhra—alnifolia, sweet-pepper bush.

Chimaphila—umbellata, pepsissawa; do. maculata, spotted winter-

green.

Delphinium—consolida, branching larkspur, (blue and purple).
Dielytra—cucularia, Dutchman's breeches.

Draba—verna, whitlow grass.

Dentaria—laciniata.

DiaiUhus—armeria, wild pink.
Desmodiitm—paniculatum.
Deutzia—scabra, rough ; do. gracilis, slender ; do. crenata, doub-

le, pink flowered.

Daucus—carota, wild carrot.

Diervilla—trifida, bush honeysuckle.
Dipsacus—sylvestris, wild teazel.

Erisymum—eherantbordes, false wallflower, (scarce).

Elodea—virginiea or campanulata, hypericum.
Euonymus—Amerieanus, burning bush; do. atropurpureus,

dark purple.

Ejiilobiinn—coloretum, angle-stemmed willow-herb ; do. lineare,

linear leaved.

Eapatorium—fistulosum ; do. maculatum, spotted eupatorium
;

do. purpureum ; do. album, white flowered ; do. perfoliatum, thor-

oughwort, boneset.

Erirjerun— belidifolium, robin's plantain ; Philadelphicum, nar-

row-leaved robin's plantain ; do. heterophyllum, common fleabane;

do. strigosum, llcabane, white-weed, daisy ; do. Canadense, Cana-
dian or common fleabane.

Epigiica—repens, trailing arbutus.

Ephiphegus—virginianus, beech drops.

rumaria—officinalis, fumitory.

Franaria—virginiana, wild strawberry.

Feaia—fagopyrum, (radiata) corn-salad, Lamb's lettuce; do.

olitoria Pawnee lettuce.

Geranium—maculatum, crane's-bill, spotted geranium ; do. rob-

ertianum, herb robert.

Galuctia—glabella ; mollis.

Cr'eum—virginianum, white avens.

Gellenia—trifoioliata, Indian physic.

Gaura—biennis, biennal gaura, (rare).

Galium—asprellum, rough cleavers or clivers ; do. trifidum,

dyers cleavers; do. aparine, common cleavers; triflorum, tri-

flowering galium. .

Gnaphudium—polycephalum, fragrant life-everlasting ; do. ulig-

inosurn, mud, everlasting.

Gratiola—virginiea: hedge hyssop.

Gerardia —purpurea, large-flowered, purple gerardia; do. pe-

dicularia, lousewort; do. quercifolia, oak-leaved.

(To be Continued.)

^Magnets prepared by compressing iron filings iu tubes have
been exhibited to the French Academy by M. Jamin. If when soft

iron filings are forcibly compressed by hydraulic pressure they ac-

quire a cohesive power equal to that of steel.

—As the stream gradually wears the channel deeper in which it

runs, and thus becomes more surely bound to its accustomed
course, so the currents of the heart and mind grow more restricted

to the course in which habit has taught them to flow. These in-

tellectual and moral habits form many peculiarities of character,

and chiefly distinguish one individual from another. They are,

therefore, of the utmost importance.

—The seeds of some species of the genera Collomia and Gilia

are enveloped in a peculiar mucilage, which develop."! spiracles and
swells to considerable size when wet. Dr. Gray believes this to be

for the purpose of anchoring, so to say, the seeds in the dry part

of the world in which most of the species are found, and thus they

possess in this peculiarity an advantage in the struggle. Granules

of sand penetrate the mass of mueillage and hold the seed to the

spot where it falls.

—The cause of the coloring of the autumn leaves is not well un-

derstood. It is said by some that the trees absorb oxygen during

the night which owing to the coldness of the weather, they have not

strength enough to throw out again in the day time, and this gives

an acidity to the juices of the tree which changes the color of the

leaves, otherwise they would be pushed down by the new buds in

all their summer array. Others say that this may be true of

leaves that are red, but will not account for the yellow and brown.
J. McCann-

—The ship rat is very anxious that his supply of fresh water

shall not fail ; be will come on deck when it rains, and climb up
to the %vet sails to suck them. Sometimes he mistakes a spirit

cask for a water cask, and he gets drunk. A captain of an Amer-
ican ship is credited (or discredited) with an ingenious bit of sharp

practice as a means of clearing his ship from rats. Having dis-

charged a cargo ata port in Holland, he found his ship in juxta-

position to another which had just taken in a cargo of Dutch
cheese. He laid a plank at night from one vessel to the other ; the

rats, tempted by the odor, trooped along the plank and began the

feast. He took care that the plank should not be there to serve

them as a pathway back again, and so the cheese-ladened ship had
a cruel addition to its outward cargo.

—Gold in Ancient Times.—Whatever may have been the

source whence the ancients obtained their gold, there is abundant

evidence that this metal was admired and valued by them as much



528 THE FANCIEES' JOUENAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 44.

as it is at the present day. Many of the accounts given by early

writers dazzle as with the supposition that the stores of gold in

those days were miicli larger than can be commanded at present.

Thus, Semiramis is said to have erected statues of Jupiter, Juno,
and Khea, forty feet in height, and made of lieated gold. Drinking-
vessels made of gold, and weighing twelve hundred talents, arc

also spoken of. The sumptuous display of precious metals in the

palaces of the great are frequently alluded to. But it has been apt-

ly observed that the quantity diffused among the bulk of the Eng
lish population of the present day, would make a sum-total far out
bidding thegolden wealth of those earlier days, though less obvious

and glittering from being so much more diffused.

—Land and Water.—Captain Mayue Reid suggests some new
ideas in resard to the occurrence of the axolotyl in the lakes of

Mexico. This species resembles the larval or immature condition

of many American salamanders, especially those occurring under
logs in damp places. Much interest has attached to this animal
from the fact that although on its native waters, at the altitude of
the City of Mexico, it always remains in the larval condition, lay

ing eggs and reproducing its kind, yet when individuals were tak-

en to Paris, many years ago, they threw off their gills, and became
transformed into true salamanders, living out of the water, and de-

veloped a totally different and much more brilliant series of colora-

tion, with other changes in regard to the lungs, the teeth, and en-

tire anatomy.
The special object of Captain Reid's letter was to express aston-

ithment that descendants from the real axolotl were kept in fresli-

water in the Brighton Aquarium, whereas tliey occupy the Lake
Te^cuco—a body of water so salt that even fish can not live in it.

—The Cat and the Rat at Peace.—The Sacramento (Cal.)

Record Union relates the following remarkable occurrence ;-" Pass-
ing through the alley leading from Second to Third street yester-

day the driver of a country wagon yelled to us, ' Here's some-
thing you never saw !

' Ever on the alert for the new and strange
we stepped over to where the grocer's Jehu had halted and looked
upon a happy family outside a cage for once. A. large tin can
half full of water had been tilted over against a brick ; on that

brick sat a large rat drinking from the can, and right beside him
with his head in the same can squatted a cat unconcernedly drink-

ing from the same receptacle. Open-mouthed wonder kept us

still. The cat, having deliberately quenched his thirst, licked his

chops, stroked his sides, gave a whisk to his tail and trotted off.

The rat continued to drink until a convenient brickbat came his

way, when he jumped from his pedestal and scampered off, with
a countenance expressive of pure contempt for the individual who
would disturb him when even his natural enemy had permitted
him to drink in peace."

—Melipones—Bees Wituodt Stings.—Raveret Wattel
gives an account in a recent journal of the Acclimatization
Society of Paris of a group of hymenopterous insects known as

Melipones, and found in various parts of the ivorld, resembling
bees very closely, but being without any sting. Their honey-
producing qualities are very decided, and it is thought that,

possibly, the-y may hereafter constitute an important addition to

the series of domesticated insects. They occur in the warmer
regions of the New World and some of the islands of the Indian
Archipelago. Resembling bees in their gentral character, they
are smaller, with a more densely clothed body and the hind feet

proportionally longer. They have, it is true, a rudiment of a
sting, but this is not capable of producing any injury, nor is there

any secretion of poison. As in the ordinary bees, there are three

varieties of individuals, the males, females, and neuters. A liirge

number of species are known to naturalists, and others probably
still remain to be described. Some of them make their nests in hol-

low trees, while others suspend them from the branches. These are
constructed of a series of cakes, and are arranged horizontally

;

they do not contain two series of opposing cells, but are much
like those of wasps. The honey, too, is not stored away in the

cells, but is placed in little cups by the side of the nest, which are

ten times as large as in the former. These constitute a sort of

amphora, more or less regular, which the workmen fill little

by little. They then extend the walls so as to form a sort of
cover, closing them exactly when they consider them sufficiently

full. The honey of the insect is said to be of a very superior

quality, and the wax capable of many important applications

Although deprived of a sting, the melipones are not, however,
without the means of defense, but possess stout mandibles, and in

biting the skin they leave upon it an acrid saliva, which
produces, sometimes, an irritating wound. The spot is at first

scarcely perceptible; but at the end of several hours or more a
little vesicle makes its appearance, like that caused by cantharides,

with this difference, however, that an active inflammation sets in
and sometimes causes great suffering. Many interesting facts in

regard to this insect, as occuring in different parts of the world,
will be found in the article referred to.

-

—

Feathered Centenarians.—It may notbe generally known
that the eagle, raven, swan and parrot, are each centenarians.
An eagle kept in Vienna died after a confinement of a hundred
and fourteen years, and in an ancient oak in Shelborne, still

known as the "raven tree," the same pairs of ravens are believed
to have fixed their residence for a series of more than ninety years.
Swans upon the river Thames, about the age of which there can be
no mistake, since they areannually marked by the Vintner's Com-
pany, under whose keeping they have been for five centuries, have
been known to survive a hundred and fifty years and more. The
melody of the dying swan is mythological. Upon approach of
death the bird quits the water, sits down upon the bank, lays its

head upon the ground, expands its wings a trifle, acd expires,

uttering no sound.

—A Novel Fish.—Our trap fishermen are continually cap-
turing curious specimens of the finny tribe, and only yesterday
one of the oddest and ugliest specimens we have ever seen was
caught in the trap of William Weaver, off Taylor's Point, Can-
onicut Lland. It is about three and a half feet in length, by
about one and a half feet in breadth in its widest part, with skin
like that of a shark, an ugly mouth, with four rows of teeth, and
its shape is something like that of a bellows fish. Its mouth is

ort the head extremity, and not at all underneath, while its side

fins are more like the clipped wings of a fowl. It was very
savage, and when an attempt was made to take it from the trap
with a large iron-rimmed scoop net, it sprang forward like a snap-
ping turtle and seized the rim of the net, and hung to it until

it was placed in the boat. One of the fishermen afterward at-

tempted to poke him with a short stick, and the fish seemingly con-
tracted his body and sprang savagely forward, seizing the man's
finger, lacerating it severely. The nondescript weighs over
thirty pounds, and is now packed in ice, awaiting the arrival of
Hon. Samuel Powel, who takes charge of all novelties from the

waters of our part of Narragansett Bay. None of our fisher-

men have ever seen anything like it.

—

Newport Letter to Providence
Journal,

—The Trade in Wild Animals.—A writer for the Mitt-

heilungen des Vereins fur Erkunde, of Leipzic, has just furnished

an interesting article on the wild animal trade of Europe, lie

says that the whole business was formerly done by two men—one
an Italian, named Casanova, and the other Charlef Hogenbeck,
of Hamburg. In 1862 Casanova made a treaty with the wild

tribes of Taka, Africa, engaging to take all they could capture,

which resulted in the purchase from them of hundreds of beasts

and reptiles. These were subsequently sent to the different zoo-

logical societies of Europe, and are now on exhibition. In 1874

one M. Von Reich, of Asfeld, went to Kassala and captured and
bought from the African chiefs 26 giraffes, 22 elephants, 4 Caffre

buffalo, 6 rare antelopes, 2 tapirs, 2 gorillas, 5 hyenas and 3 leop-

ards. Immediately afterward Hogenbeck imported 33 giraffes,

10 apes, 10 elephants, 13 antelopes, 4 lions, 5 leopards, 4 hyenas,

5 ostriches, 8 rhinoceros and a number of huge serpents. It

takes from seventy to eighty days to bring the animals from Kas-
sala to Hamburg. From the interior of Africa to the coast they

have to drive the elephants, giraffes, antelopes, buffalo, &c., on
foot, fastened together with ropes and chains. Often, through

the negligence of the negro attendants, the lions and leopards

get out of the cages during the transit ai d create a general stam-

pede, causing loss of life and great loss of money.

—Nice Pets.—Thomas L. Bond, the celebrated alligator trap-

per, on Wednesday morning, says the N. O. Bulletin, boxed up
about thirty of the largest-sized alligators ever seen and conveyed

them to the city park, where a picture of the reptiles was taken

by Mr. Anderson. Every one of the animals kept their large

jaws open, and beside them stood the trapper. We learned the

following facts about these reptiles from Mr. Bond : It goes into

its hole about the 1st of November, with the first cold wind ; stays

until the first warm day in February. The female commences
laving in the latter part of May ; they hatch the latter part of

Jiily and August. They eat fish, young pigs, dogs—in fiicc any
animal that comes within reach of them—negroes and grass when
they can find nothing else ; they commence to eat as soon as they

come out, and eat until they go into their holes in the fall. The
female lays from eighteen to ninety eggs, according to the size of

the female. The male lies about the nest, and if he succeeds in

driving the female off devours the young as soon as hatched.

The nest is made in low swamp ground ; the material used is dry

grass or dried cane, and raised about three and a half or four feet



November 13, 1876.] THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. 529

Iiigh. When it is of the required heiglit she gets on top and with

her claws makes a hole and dejjosit* her egps, then covers over

with more of the same material, then a covering of mud to make
it as near waterproof as possible. The first four years after

hatching they grow about four inches per year; after that very

slowly, not more than from one to two. Dr. Dick says, in his

"Christian Philo.sophy," that man and the alligator arc the only

animals that kill their own species by wholesale.

—Change of Color in Animals.—It is well known that

chameleons change color on different trees, and that many animals,

and birds, and insects resemble closely the vegetation that sur-

rounds them. It has been recently discovered that a species of

crabs have the power of modifying their own color to resemble

the surface about them.

M. Pouchet, adistinguished French naturalist, took crabs caught

bv fishermen, of a rose or dark lily color, and put them in porcelain

dishes, having white or black bottoms. In twenty-four hours the

crabs were entirely unlike each other. Those in the white dish

were yellowish, almost colorless, as if they had just shed their

skin ; those in the dark dish were of a brown red color. He then

transferred them from one dish to the other, and their colors

changed to correspond. By the use of the microscope he de-

tected the causes of change.

When the coloring cells are pressed close together, they are too

minute to make any impression, and this happens on a white bot-

tom. When the animal is placed on a dark ground, the coloring

cells begin to expand, send out little branches, and make them-

selves very perceptible. As the branches continue to distend

they receive a cobalt color, and gradually settle into a brown.
When the animals are tr.ansferred to a white bottom, the cells

gradually contract again, till they seem colorless. This is a mse
arrangement of Providence, to conceal them from their enemies.

—Thk Laitghino Plant.—The London Garden copies, from
Palgrave's work on central and eastern Arabia, an account of a

plant whose seeds produce effects similar to those of laughing
gas. It is a native of Arabia. A dwarf variety at Oman, which
attains to a height of from three to four feet, with woody stems,

wide-spreading branches and bright green foliage. lis flowers

are produced in clusters, and are of a bright yellow color. The
seed pods are soft and woolly in texture, and contain two or three

black seeds of the size and shape of a French bean. Their flavor

is a little like that of opium, and their taste is sweet ; the odor
from them produces a sickening sensation and is slightly offensive.

These seeds contain the essential property of the extraordinary
plant, and, when pulverized and taken in small doses, operate

upon a person in a most peculiar manner. He begins to laugh
loudly, boisterously; then he sings, dances, and cuts all manner
of fantastic cajiers. Such extravagance of gesture and manners
w.as never produced by any other kind of dosing. The eflfect con-
tinues about an hour, and the patient is uproariously comical.

When the excitement ceases, the exhausted exhibitor falls into a
deep sleep which continues for an hour or more, .and when he
awakjins he is utterly unconscious that any such demonstrations
have been enacted by him. We usually say that there is nothing
new under the sun ; but this peculiar plant, recently discovered,

as it exercises the most extraordinary influence over the human
brain, demands from men of science a careful investigation.

SjVI^^LL pEJS.

ABYSSINIAN GUINEA-PIGS.
It- cannot be otherwise than that diflTerences of opinion will

exist, and studious, honest writers make mistakes, but there is

nothing to be gained by any one's getting angry and ventilating

their disturbed minds through public journals, at the expense and

to the injury of those who purchase and read for profit and pleas-

ure.

I wish I could write you an early and reliable history of the Abys-

sinian Guinea-pigs, but cannot do so. Will write what I know
from observation and letters that I have received in regard to

them. You remember you told me some time ago of having seen

in London, Guinea-pigs with hair like the Angora rabbits, but

had never seen the like since, and I expressed a wish to obtain

similar. In June 1875, I noticed in an English Journal an adver-

tisement of a pair of Abyssinian Guinea-pigs for sale which

were described as curly coated. Presuming they wei'e what you

had described, I immediately wrote to the advertiser, ordering

the pigs and requesting him to get another pair and send with

tb em if he could.

In due time I received his reply, dated June 22, 1875, in which

he informed me that he put the pair in a little enclosure on the

lawn in fiont of his bouse without covering it, and something,

probably a cat, stole the sow, and the pair being broken, he gave

the boar away to a little lady. He then said he was anticipating

more young, and if he had a pair, would send them to me if I

desired; I engaged them, and on 17th of February, 1876,1 re-

ceived the whole litter, viz. : 1 boar and 3 sows. The boar and

one sow were curly, or rough coated, and the other two nearly as

smooth as the common Guinea-pigs.

In rcg.ard to their history, he wrote that his first notice of Abys-

sinian Guinea-pigs was an advertisement in the "Bazaar Ex-
change and Mart," by a lady in Durham Co., who said they were

curly coated, and the parents came from Abyssinia. A few weeks

before receiving the four pigs from England I heard of a pair of

Angora Guinea-pigs in New York. Upon enquiring I found that

they came from London, but the one who had thtm did not seem

to know any more about the breed than I did. I ordered the

pair, and received them Feb. 8th, and when the four arrived,

nine days later, I found both lots were of the same variety. I

have since heard of there being some in New York that came
from Germany, but have not enquired for or about them, as I

have now about thirty or forty, some of which are very fine spec-

imens. In shape, size and habits they are the same as any com-

mon Guinea-pigs, but with the most of them the hair is what I

call wavy. It is not long like Angora, neither does it curl like a

negro's, but instead of lying down smooth it goes in all direction.s.

Some have it in a ridge along the neck and back, others have it

twisted, or turning in diflierent directions in several places upon

their bodies, like the purl on a Turbit's breast. Some have these

twists, or cowlicks, or crowns, or whatever they may be called,

all over them, and look queer enough. I have some of two or

three colors like the common, and now and then get a white one

with pink eyes. At one of the shows in England they offered

a premium for Abyssinian Guinea-pigs, and some one won it.

W. H. Brackett.

—We would like to hear from Major Cryer and others upon

these animals.

THE SKUNK-SOME OF ITS HABITS.

I was brought up in the State of Maine, wlure skunks are

plenty, the winters are long and the snows lie deep. 1 will write

of the skunk as I saw them there.

Skunks will not dig a hole in the ground to live in if they can

find one already dug, such as an abandoned woodchuck's hole.

They live mostly in the cliffs of ledges, under rocks, old logs or

stumps, old buildings, stone walls, and particularly under barns

where fowls are kept, that they may be handy to commit their

depredations on chickens and eggs.

/ lived "near a beautiful stream of water," but never knew a

skunk to burrow near its banks, or no nearer than my barn, about

twenty rods from the stream.

Skunks are not strictly nocturnal, as I have seen them jiant

times in broad day, nor do they hibernate, as I have seen acres of

snow three feet deep covered with their tracks in the middle of

winter; the skunks coming out from the cliff of the ledges. I

have also found them under my barn in midwinter and they

would come out every night and travel round, as I could tell by

their tracks in the snow. If a skunk gets under a barn he's

bound to stay there until yon kill him, which is not always a

pleasant job.

N. Vaenum.
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YoiIfJQ pOLKS' CoF^fJEf^.

IN THE CLOSET.

They've taken away the ball

—

Oh, dear !

—

And I'll never get it bick
I fear.

And now they've gone away
And left me here to stay

All alone the livelong day
In here.

It was my ball, anyway

—

Not his

!

For he never luid a ball

Like this.

Such a coward you'll not see

—

E'en if you should live to be

Old as Deuteronomy

—

As he is.

I'm sure I meant no harm

—

None at all

!

I just held out my hand
For the ball,

And somehow it hit his head.
Then his nose it went and bled

;

And, as if I'd killed him dead.

He did bawl

!

Nursey said I was a horrid

Little wretch

;

And Aunt Jane said the police

She would fetch

;

And cook, who's always glad

Of a chance to make me mad,
Said :

" Indeed, she niver had
Seen setch !"

No ! I never, never will

Be good !

I'll go and be a babe
In the wood

!

I'll run away to .'^ea,

And a pirate I will be !

Then they'll never call me
Rough and rude.

How hungry I am getting !

Let me see :

I wonder what they're going to

Have for tea

!

Of course there will be jam,
And that lovely, potted ham I

How unfortunate I am !

Dear me

!

Oh ! it's growing very dark
In here.

And the shadow in that corner
Looks so queer

!

Won't they bring me any light "!

Must I stay in here all night 'f

I shall surely die of fright

!

Oh, dear

!

Mother, darling ! will you never
Come back f

I am sorry that I hit him
Such a crack.

Hark ! Yes, 'tis her voice I hear !

Now, good by to every fear !

For she's calling me her dear
Little Jack

!

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 31.

BY HDON.

Wombats and Kingfishers.

The late Dr. James Rush of Philadelphia when planning his

magnificent buililing for the reception of the Rush Library

—

v/hich building h.is since his death been erected—forbade the

placing of any newspaper upon its shelves or tables forever, say-

ing they were made up by " disjointed thinkers, and their con-

tents therefore altogether unreliable." This sweeping assertion

was brought most forcibly to my mind on reading in the leading

paper of the country, Public Ledger, Oct. 31st and Nov. 1st, a

report on Australia and its products, as represented in the Cen-

tennial Exhibition, in which the writer says, speaking of the

Wombat, an Australian quadruped: "The Wombat is an ani-

mal very similar to a bat, but much larger, and has very large

wings !" Now the fact is, the Wombat is not in the least similar

to a bat, and is fitted to have a pair of wings about the same as a

hog is. The Wombat is a herbivorous marsupial mammal, called

a badger by the Australian Colonists, from its burrowing habits,

and an ursine opossum from its resemblance to a small bear ; so

far from flying, it is the least active of all the Australian quadru-

peds. It is found in all parts of Australia and is rather sought

after for its flesh, which is very good though rather tough and

has a slight taint of musk. The length of the Wombat is about

three feet, the head measuring seven inches. It is remarkable for

possessing fifteen pairs of ribs, only six pairs of which reach the

breast bone.

In its wild state, the Wombat is nocturnal in its habits, living

during the day in the depths of a capai ions burrow, which it

excavates in the earth to such a depth that even the persevering

natives, as much as they desire the animal for food, will seldom

attempt to dig one out of its home.

So much for the " Wombat with wings," but our " disjointed

thinker" has not done with him yet, for he goes to South Aus-

tralia, and there he finds the Wombat a " vampire bat ;" and adds

that " living specimens of them can be seen in the Philadelphia

Zoological Garden !" Can they ? The managers of that Insti-

tution would like to know where they are, and even the pair of

Wombats once there are dead.

Once again I quote from this intelligent writer on natural his-

tory : He says the " Laughing Jackass, one of the native birds

of Australia, is the largest variety of the woodpecker !" In-

deed ! The Laughing Jackass is a Kingfisher, and is no

more related to the woodpecker than it is to a robin or wild

goose, as it belongs to an entirely different and distinct class of

birds.

The Laughing J.ackrss, or Giant Kingfisher, is an inhabitant

of Australia, but not found in Tasmania or Van Diemans Land.

The cry of the bird is a singular, dissonant, abrupt laugli, more

startling even than that of the hysena, fairly frightening the

novice in bush life, when first he hears it.

At the rising and the setting of the sun, the Laughing Jackass

is a very liiely bird. At the former time it welcomes, by its

strange noise, the coming day, and at the latter it again pours

forth its discordant notes as if in exultation of the coming dark-

ness.

The home of the bird is usually in the hollow of the Eucalyptus

tree. It makes no sort of nest, but simply lays its eggs—which

are pearly white—upon the soft, decaying wood.

Several of these birds may be seen in the Aviary of the Zoolo-

gical Garden. They are really handsome, though not possessing

such brilliant colors as some other Kingfishers. The general

tint of the back and upper surface is olive brown ; the wings are

Ijrown and black, a few of the feathers being slightly touched

with green. The breast and under parts are white, washed with

pale brown, which forms a series of faint bars across the breast.

The tiiil, which is long and rounded at the extremity, is of a fine

chestnut color banded with deep black and tipped with white.

The scientific name of the bird which is not a woodpecker, is

Dacelo gigas, and the sub-family to which it belongs is the Alcedi-

n<B. The woodpecker is a scansorial or climbing bird, and be-

longs to the family Picidce.
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ExC^^^MqES.
S^^AdvertiHcmcnts under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

cribin? and olTering for KxcliaiiiiC only, will be allowed at 25 cents

or I'lu'b and evtry inaertioa. Kor every line extra 10 cents will be chiirged.

0^^"To KXCH.vNOK FOR. OAsa" or "oreenhacks," "wanted a purchaskr,"
ir '"WANTicD AN ot'KKR," etc, etc., cauuot under aay circumstances be admitted

the E.rclt<tni;f' or Waitt column.
JES»^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

W. G. AVIiNOK, McEwensville.Pa., ha.<i one pair Iloudans, and
P. C. Ooirk, flrst-class birds, lor exchange for offers in Fancy Pigeons r<

but good birds wanted. Sealed letters preferred, but postiils not objectiona ble.

'r. H, HAVDKIV, West Stafford, Conn., will exchange 1 trio Bomi-
nique Leghorns, matched for breeding, 6 inon'hs old ; also Books, Saunders-

Ddmeslic Poultry and American Poultry Guide, American Bird and Pigeon

Fanciers Book, and Taxidermist Manual, for Fancy Pigeons. State colors of

bird and markings.

S. S. REVNOIjDS,CarlinTille. 111., has the American Farmers Horse
Mook, 600 pages, to exchange for Carrier Pigeons, or Maltese Kittens or

l*lvmouth Itock Chickens.

W. AV, XIBBITS, Knoxboro, Oneida Co., N. Y.,will exchange an
English Pointer Pups, 5 months old; Pigeons, (needs Blue Pouter Cock and
Archangel Hen,) choice Poultry, for Dry Goods or Clothing, or oflers.

C. E. L. HAYWARD, Peterboro, N. II., will exchange Partridge

Cochins, White Leghorns, and Single-comb Black Bantanit*, for Poultry or

Pigeons. The nbove birds took 1st premiuoi at New llnmpshire State Jj'uir

this year. None but strictly lirst-class birds wanted iu exchange.

lVla.L.I.4i?I CALL, JR., llaverstraw, N. Y., has three full-blooded

Setter Dog Pups, three months old, (Dam by .lennings^ celebrated Bai-h,) full

pedigree given ; which he will exchange for i'ancy Pigeons, Breech-loading

Shot G\m, or offers.

C M. TM'IT^^HELIi, Fairtield, Me , offers for exchange P. Kocks,

G. L. S PJiutHms, W. Leghorns, P Cochin Cockerels, for offers; and L.

Brahmas, for White-faced Black Spanish. Stock extra, and the same wanted.

A fair exchange is what 1 desire.

H. B. BAXTERSON, Elmira, N. Y., will exchange a pur of Pekii

Ducks, (Merrill's stock,) for a pair of nice W. F. B. Spanish or brown Leghori

Fowls.

THOMAS SMITH, Stony Brook, Long Island, offers a thoroughbred
Setter Bitch, well broke, for a trio of first-class Light or Dark Brahmaa, or

Bantams.

P. WELCH, Linden, N. J., will exchange one or two P. G. Cockerels,

early hatch, for Buff or Black C. Cockerels, or cue year old Cocks. Must be

good. Mine are premium stock.

F. I>. BAILEA'', St. ClairsTille, Ohio, will exchange Light Brahmas,
White, Buff, and Part. Cochins, Todd's strain, good stock, for light Single

Harness, Lap-Robe, or light Cutter. Must be good. Speak quick.

R. M. ORIFFITH, Wilmington, Del., will exchange Fowls of 5
varieties, and i'aucy Pigeons, 30 varieties, first-class, for Land in Delaware,

Maryland, or Virginia; also first-class Houses in Philadelphia, for a Farm in

PennsylTiiuia, Delaware, Maryland, or Virginia.

HOMER CHACE, 153 Clymer St., Brooklyn, E. D., N. Y., will ex-

change L. B. B. C, W. C. B. Poland Chicks, Aylesbury, Muscovy and Konen
Ducks, for Pigs, Pear and Quince Trees, Lumber, Potatoes, Apples, Harness,

Cutlery, Paints, and Furniture. What offers?

JOHIt W. SUTLIFF, JR., Box 20, Johnstown, Fulton Co , N.

Y., has a Carbine Kitle, and a Cot'age Printing Press, and Bird Cage that; he
will exchange for Gloves, Sheep Skins, or Buck Skins. What other oQers.

FRED J. OAVIS, 16 Cypress St., Rochester, N. Y., will exchange,
for FHDcy Pigeons, I pair Red Carriers, good breeders ; 1 pair young Blue
I'outers; 1 pair Pouters, Red Cock and Black Hen; 1 Blue Pouter Cock ; 1

White Pouter Cock, good length ; 1 Red Jacobin Cock ; also Ci

AVhat offers t

C, E. L. HATWARD, Peterboro, N. H , will exchange Plymouth
Rocks, Silver Spangled Hamburgs, Brown Leghorns, and Black Leghorns, fur

Poultry of other varieties, or Pigeons. None but strictly firj^t-class birds

wanted. Thoroughbred Pigs, and Fruit Trees wanted in exchange for Fowls.

SM ITH & BRO., Stony Brook, N. Y., will exchange White, Golden
and Silver Poland?, Whire Sultans, G. P. and S. S. Hamburgh, Gray Dorkings,

Black and White Cochins, Rouen and Aylesbury Ducks, White China Geese,

for Bantiims, all kinds of Jewelry, or uffirs.

G. £>ELLEIVBEROER & SOX., 69 Clifford St, Providence, R.

I., will exchange Ferrets and Lop-eared Rabbits, for good Lt-ghorns, or first-

class Fancy Pigeons, or extra fine Black-breasted Red Game Pullets, (Warren's
stock,} or good Siuguig CJanury Cock.

CHAS. SELLER, Doylestown, Pa., will exchange small Engine and
Boiler, Pat Lever tilver Watch, Sewing Machine, or iowls, for Fout Lathe,

y-inch swing, Chuck, Tools, &c.

R. K. C. £50UI»'WEEiL.9 M. D.. Penn Yao, N. Y., will ex-

change Books, one Trotting Sulky, one Rabbit Hutch, made for six kinds of

Rabbits, S. S. Polands, S. S. Hamburgs, L. Brahmas, and Bremen Geese, for

one car load Hemlock Lumber, one good RiHe or Shot Guu, and Golden
Sebright Bantams, B. B. R. Giime Buniums, W. Cochiu?, and P. Cochins.

F. H. SCHWARTZ, Roblsonia Furnace, Pa., will exchange some
first-class Pouters, Carriers, Owls, Barbs, Archangels, Turbit, and AVhite Fans.
See wants.

E. STUCKS, York, Pa., will exehange Bronze Turkeys, Fancy Pigeons,

and Lt. Brahma Cockerels, for a new or good second-hand set of light harness

for buggy use. Gum mountiog preferred.

"W, H. v., 10 4th Avenue, N. Y., wants to exchange 1 set light

Harness, complete, silver mounted, hand made, but little u.'-ed, cost S40.00,
(fine), for B. Leghorns, or P. Rocks. Who offers. Good stock given. Good
stock expected.

JNO. F. HOUSER, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 Harp, Piano, 3
good Violins, 1 10-keyed Accordean, 1 Evan & Watson's Safe, 1 Pocket, and 1

large Case of Homeopathic Medicines, filled and labelled in good condition, 1

Florence Sewing Machine, 1 bound vol. Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry,

4 Fonts Type, assorted, 1 Single Silver-plated Buggy Harness, good as new, 1

Floebert Gun and Target, 1 Red Bird and Cage, 1 Rabbit Hutch, 1 Electric

Battery, for Alderney or Jersey Cow, or Double Breech-loading Shot Gun, or

offers.

JOHN F. BARDILL., Nusiareth, Pa., will exchange 13 Black
Barbs, 12 Tumblers, all colors, 5 Snells, yellow head and tail, 2 Carriers, all

in one lump. Those are good birds, for offers.

INIMROD, Traders Point, Marion Co., Ind., wants to .exchange pair of

White Leghorns, six months old, J. Boardman Smith strain, worth aflO.OO, lor

Setter Pup. State breed, age, sex, and color. Must be good.

BOX 869, Rockville, Conn., will exchiinge a C Cornet, cost $60, for j

first-class Central fire Shot Gun. Must be iu good order, as the Cornet is.

GB'.O. L. STILLMAN, Westerly, K. I., will give a pair of S. S.

Hamburgs for a nice revolver ; also a nice Light Brahuia Cock, 1^ years old

from Feich direct, for one L. B. Cock from Plaisted's stock. A few Black
Hamburgs for exchange. Make offers.

F. J. DAVIS, 16 Cypre.^s St., will exchange 2 pairs Outride Tumblers,
or 1 pair Outside Tumblers, and 1 Blue Pied Pouter Cock, or 1 Rumpless
Cock, (very good), for 1 good Singing Canary or other Song Birds. My birds

are good ; want same.

J. S. GOODNOW, Milljngton, Mass., will exchange one trio P.

Cochins, Buff Cochin Fowls or Pullets, or Dark Brahma I'owls or Chicks, for

a Buffalo Robe. My fowls are good. \\'rite.

J. O. THURSTON, 786 Broadway, N Y., wishes a pair of first-cla

White African Owls, in exchange for Black or Dun Carriers.

W. W. DEWEES, Street Road, Chester Co., Pa., has a complete

Key Check outfit, worth ?15, with some blank German Silver Checks, Ceople'e

Practical Poultry Book (Lewis), *1 50 ; Herbert's Hints to Horse keepers,

$1.50; several volumes (unbound) of Scribner's Monthly, Atlantic Monthly,

and Bibliopolist, all recent, to exchange for Plymouth Rocks, White Leghorns,

or offers. Apply by letter.

MANSBON HOUSE, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 trio P. Cochin

Fowl?, 1 trio S. P. Hamburg Fowls, 1 trio G.P.Hamburg Chicks,! trio White

I/cghorn Chicks, 3 trios Aylesbury Ducks, 3 first class B. B. R. Game Hens,

loo pair Common Pigeons, 2 pair White Calcutta Fans, I pair Brown Helmets,

2 pair Black Short-fa-ed Tumblers, 1 pair White English Carriers, 3 Parrot

Cages, 5 Single Exhibition Pigeon Coops; al>o 4 Coops of Six Apartments, a

lot of Waton's Roup Pills and Tonic Paste, for Buffalo Robes, Harness, Sleigh

Bells, or offers.

JOSIAH BART4»N, Yardville. N. .1.. will exchange 2 pairs of

beautiful Ring Doves. 1 pair White Fan Hens, 1 Silver Pouter Cock, and good

Tumblers, for Blue Owls, Blue Wing Turbits, White Trumpeters and Priests.

Want good birds ; same given.

E. R. MAYO, Fairfield, Me , has one Lt. B. Cock, '75, Felch, and 6

Hens and Pullets, pedigree given. Dom. Leghorn Cockerels to exchange for

those of another strain, and P. Cochins Will exchange for S. S. Hamburgs,
B. R C. Bantams, Buff Cochins, Pea-comb P. C, or any variety ot Bantams.

No grumbling at postals.

THO. S. V%EIOEINHAMER, Milton, Pa , has 1 pair of Bald-

head Tumblers, 1 odd White Tumbler (.:ock. 1 good Seven i-hooter Revolver, 1

good lluntiog Case Watch, silver case, worth §15- I will trade for 1 pair

White Jacobins, or offers iu Fancy Pigeons. White Jacobins preferred.

W^NT ED.

) INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF EXCHAKG

The name and address of anj' person acting dishonestly through the

Exchange and Want columns, will he placed at the head of Exchange column.

F. H. SCHWAKTZ, Robisonia Furnace, Pa. wants some flrst-class

L. Brahma.s, (Duke of york strain,) D. Brahmas, Goldeo and S. S. Ilam-

burgs. Send your offers quick.

RABBIT BOOK FOB THE MANY.
Containing the UlSTORY OF THE RABBIT from the earliest times.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and faTicy varieties, and full

directions for their selection, breeding, and mau^.geuieut ; the treatment of

their diseases, and the construction of tlieir dwelliugs. Sent post paid on

receipt of 30 cents. Address

F.^NlIERS' journal, Hartford, Conn.
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"WANTED.

1. A Treatise on the Art of Breeding and Managing Tame, Domesticated,
and Fancy Pigeons

; bv John Matthews Eaton, and published by the author, 7
Islington Green, London. 1852 Illustrated.
The Treatise of 1858 is not wanted.
2. A set of Six Matchless Engraved Colored Portraits, Life Size, by "R'ol-

stenholme, viz: The Almond, Black Mottle, Red Baldhead, Yellow-beard
Tumblers, Black Carrier, and Blue Pied English Pouter.

3. A colored Diagram, nr a flan of Building or fitting up a Pigeonary,
embellished with Tumblers, Pouters and Carriers.
We think there are several different diagrams, and would like all of them.
4- A set of six splendid Life Size engraved Portraits of The Fancy Toy

Pigeons, colored, viz: The White Fantail, Yellow Jacobin, Silver Owl, Blue
Turbit, Black-mottled Trumpeter, and the Black Barb.
AUof above pictures published by J. M. Eaton.
A liberal otTer would be made for any of the above in good order.
Any information regarding John Matthew Eaton's life and works would be

gratefully received.

WM. SARDNER BARTON, Salem, Mass.

BOOKS TO SPARE.
1. Handel's Israel in Egypt Novello's
2. Haydn's Creation ,'[ "
3. Mendelsohn's Elijah "
4. Mendelsohn's St. Paul .',!.'.'.*. Ditson's.
5. Handel's Messiah *'

6. Life and Writings of Charles Dickens, by Phebe A. Hanaford.
7. Peregrine Pickle Geo. Routledge & Sons.
8. The Works of T. SmoUet Lee & ShepariJ
9. The Portrait

: a Romance of the Cuyahoga Valley. By A. G Riddle.
10. The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by W. H. Holcombe, M. D.
11. Our Own Birds, bv Wm. L. Bailey.
12. The Romance of History : England. By H. Neele.
13. Cyclopaedia of the BestThoughts of 0. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaine

BOOKS 1VANTE0.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
3. Drake's Biographical Dictionary.
4. White's Natural History of Sel'boume.
5. Walton's Complete Angler.
6. Poems by -'H. H."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of New England.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, and many other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books.

Write to WM. GAKDNKR B.\l!TON, Salem, Mass,

liondon i^ancy Canaries. $1,50'

Poland. $1.2S.

Heard. $1.00.

Itaih Voihiny Hen $4 00

Ilaldhead. $1.00.

^m~^-

With Our Present Location and
Conveniences, "We Find Ourselves
unable to give

JOB PIlIIvITII^G

Our Personal Oversight. There-
fore, preferring not to be responsi-
ble for others, we decline all offers

of "Work until further notice.

WE CAN FURNISH

ELECTROTYPES
Ho'wever, as per list. "Whereby
persons oiivning -what they -wish

to use, can have their 'work done
at local offices, under their O'wn
supervision.

Silver Grey Dorking Cock $4.00

Dark Dorking Cock 4.00

Dark Dorking Hen 4.00

Cuckoo Dorking Cock 4.00

Black Spanish Cock 4.00

Black Spanish Hen 3.00

Black Spanish Cock's Head 1.50

Scotch Terrier 2 60

Daschund 4.0O

White Mice 1.60

Plymouth Rock Cock 3.00

Plymouth Rock Hen 2.60

Geese 1.00

White Leghorn Cock 3.00

Belgian Canary 1.00

Hggs 75

White Leghorn Hen 2.50

Dog's Head 75

Dog 76

Sebright Cock (small size) 75

Aylesbury Ducks 3 00

Brown Leghorn Cock 3.00

Brown Leghorn Hen 2.60

Mandarin Duck 3.00

Dark Brahma Cock 3.00

Dark Brahma Hen 2.80

London Fancy Canaries 1 60

Guinea Pigs 3.00

Wild or Canada Geese 3.00

Wood or Summer Duck 3.00

Lop Eared Babbit 3.00

Belgian Hare Rabbit 3.U0

Light Brahma Cock 3.00

Light Brahma Uen 2.50

PIGEONS.

Pair Pouters 2.50

" BlueOwls 1.75

" Carriers- 2.00

" White Barbs 1.50

" Baldhead Tumblers 1.50

" Nuns 1-60

" BlueOwls 1.50

" Beard Tumblers 1 50

" Swallows 1.50

" Black Barbs 1.50

'* Magpies 150
" Jacobin 150
" White Owls 1.60

Fantail 1.50

Small Baldhead 1.00

Small Beard I.OO
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Edijof\i;^Ls

MR. A. D. WAREEN AND THE POHLTKY WORLD.

After our editorial in reference to the above, wc met Mr. War-

ren on tlie cars and prepared for an unpleasant controversy, l)Ut

not so. Mr. Warren held out his hand and gave ours a hearty shake

and called us friend in the warmest terms, saying tliat we had

acted th» part of a man towards him at all times, and regretted

very much that Mr. Stoddard had not printed his article as he had

written it, but tlie following letter from him will fully explain

itself, altbougli he draws it on the mild side. The fact is, Mr. Stod-

dard's love of money gets the better of him, not only in this case

hut in many other similar ones. We do not blame him, we

simply pity him, and sincerely hope that before he "shuffles off

this mortal coil," some method will be discovei-ed whereby

be can take his money with him. Yes, he wo,,ld have printed

Warren's letter as received, but,— but what? " Why some reader

of the World might see it, and buy a copy of Tim Jouunal that

would not otlierwise hear of it." The great f?) and noble Ci)

hearted Stoddard ! ! ! He is too good for this world.

Fhiend Wade :

I am not disposed to love controversy, and am so busy now
that were I disposed, I sliould be obliged to refrain from taking

any extended part. Yet I can not allow you to have anything

against me in the face, and eyes of a misunderstanding, if I can

set such right. You allude to me in the editorial contained in

your JouKNAL, No. 41), in such a manner that I must, to clear

myself, say that any private correspondence I may ever have

received has always been beldassucred; and you mistake both

the sentiment and intention if you lay that charge at my door.

You desired to jirevent any outbreak between Mr. Hcrron and my-
self, and held back for a time, opeuing the controversy, hoping I

would arrange matters with Mr. H., so tliat there would be no
need for the ouibreak which you knew would ensue, for this I

certainly thanked you, and believe you acted from principle, and
tliat a good one, but I could not act differently. Tn my Septem-
ber letter to the World, I gave you praise for the manner you
had treated this case. I said :

" Let mo say here that Mr. Joseph

M. Wade, editor and proprietor of The Fancieks' Journal felt

sorry to publisli this outburst of Herron's and only did it, 1

believe, because I advised him strongly so to do." This you will

admit is true on my part so far as / believed it. The World has

made some omissions from my letter, and I will give you my own
words exactly :

" It may be that all of the readers of the World
do not take The Journal, even if they did, many might have
passed Nos. 22 and 25, which contains the so-called Herron con-

troversy," then I said :
" I trust the fancitrs generally who do

not take the F. J., will purchase Nos. 22 and 25, &c." If Mr.

Stoddaid did not care to advertise The Journal, I am not will-

ing to have myself charged with any typographical error. My
original letter is ready at any time and you will see you have no

reason to blame me. Very truly yours.

A. D. Wakren.
Worcester, Mass., Nov. 9, 1876.

A popular book house.

Amid the general dullness in nearly every business it is gratify-

ing to note that the book trade is in a flourishing condition, more

new books being turned out by the large houses than usual at this

time, whilst the sales show a corresponding increase. This is main-

ly due to the advent, of the cool evenings, wliich are always a read-

ing time. There can be no solitude among intelligent people

whilst books of every imaginable description can be had, and at

such reasonable prices as now. The publishing house of T. B.

Peterson & Brothers, No. 306 Chestnut Street, Philadelph a, Pa.,

is one of the most extensive .ind reputable houses in tlie country,

have made liberal ])reparations for this season's trade. A large

number of new books have been issued within the past three

months, whilst others have been reissued whose previous editions

bad been exhausted, and this bouse can now boast of having one

of the largest and best selected slock of books from which readers

can wish to select. They will send their catalogue to any address

if written for, and it contains a list of the writings of such popular

authors as Mrs. Southworih, Mrs. Stephens, Mrs. Hcntz, Mrs.

VVarfield, Mi.ss Dupuy, Mrs. Wood, Charles Dickens, Charles Le-

ver, Alexander Dumas, Wilkie Collins, G. W. M. Reynolds,

George Sand, and many others.

CARDS, CATALOGUES, ETC., RECEIVED.

Oliver D. Schock, Hamburg, Berks Co., Pa., breeder of fancy

poultry, and high class pigeons.

West End Poultry Yard, Klmiraj N. Y. Geo. W. Chidsey, breed-

er and shipper.

Geo. E Peer, 23, N. Clinton St., Rochester, N. Y., breeder of

Trumpeters and Jacobins.

J. Potter, Pacific Hotel, Springwells, Mich., breeder of White and
Pile Games.

Card of H. C. Wickes, 71 W. Clifford St., Prov., R. I.

Price list from BroOkville Poultry Yards. Leo A. Dosch, Brook-
ville, Montgomery Co., Ohio.

To the very many that have written us for Centennial posters,

we would say, we do not know where they are to be obtained.

Like rare old engravings, but a limited number having been issued,

they have doubtless passed out of print.
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PodLTJ\Y Af^° PiQEoNs.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

FANCIERS' MEETING AT THE CENTENNIAL.
The call for a meeting to be held in Judges' Hall, 3 p. m.,

Thursday, Nov 2d, was quite promptly responded to. John E.

Diehl called the meeting to order, when some gentleman propos-

ed Col. David Taggart of Nortluimherland, Pa., for President.

The Col. b;ing duly elected, tlie following named gentlemen were

then chosen, and elected Vice-Presidents :

Philander Williams, Taunton, IMass., John E. Dichl, Beverly,

N. J., Judge Luse, of Iowa, Daniel Allen, Can.ada, and G. 0.

Brown, Maryland.

G. O. Brown, Secretary.

Mr. Diehl stated the object of the meeting was to advocate and

discuss anything that might further the interests of " thorough-

bred" |.oultry, etc. It has been the usual custom of exhibitors, in

such special di.spla3-s at their close to thus meet for discussion, &c.

Mr. Magrane fN. J.) remarked it would be proper to propose a

list of subjects to be discussed, among which he concluded that

"exjiress charges" would answer for one, and the prices of purebred

jioultry both from a nmrket, and fancier's value. Judge Luse ino-

toned, that the express charges be now discussed. Mr. Magrane

added " we are all sore-headed upon this point, and know the ex-

tortion imposed npon us fanciers, by the express companies. A
concert of action is necessary to induce any material change."

Judge Luse (Iowa) remarked ihat many breeders in the Kast

shipjjed ttceiitj/ pounds, of poultry with forty jiounds of box. In

some parts of the country if sixty pounds is shipped, it is rated as

one. hundred, and in other places is rated at its actual weight.

Had studied the matter for years, but cannot discover any method

to reach the Express Companies.

Mr. Magrane suggested that perhaps some of the large breeders

mi"ht give information how to ship, what kind of boxes, &c.

Mr. D. D. Bishop (Conn. J called attention to the Canadian

baskets or hampers, which he understood could he purchased at

reasonable figures. These baskets are osier, lined with muslin,

and could be shipped to be owned, by the receiver, &c.

J. B. Smith (Conu ) advocated making light boxes ; be gen-

erally used a cheese box, in which he fi.xed standards sufficiently

high, around which was fastened canvas, or stout muslin.

Mr. Todd (Ohio) used dry goods boxes, used them by sawing off

to 3 or 4 inches of bottom, then placing corner posts, and covered

with laths. In winter, covered with sacking. In this way was

e. abled to ship a trio of mature Asiatics for 35 pounds, and other

breeds proportionately. With ti:e American and U. IS. compa-

nies could always be secured reductions, but not with the Adams.

Mr. A. M. Halsted {N. Y.) stated that Express Companies

received poultry in good condition, but delivered it in bad, some-

times (/aic/. In Hour, dry goods, &c., they made good all losses

or dama.es, why should they make this notable disiiuction 1

Mr. (gentleman unknown to the Sec'y,) called attention to

the fact that at one time he had been in the employ of an Express

Co., and that it is not generally known that the size of space the

box occuijies is taken into account by the companies as well as

•ight.

Mr. Williams (Mass.). The right man must be sent, one

at has influence, in order to secure a hearing, the only way to

get at the matter was to se i committee to consult with the Pres-

ident of the Adams, and if successful, other companies would rap-

idly follow. He gave an experience in sending birds west, upon

one occasion being charged tuo hundred dollars cxpressage, which

was just double what it should have been. All efforts to have the

matter corrected with the agent proved impossible. Some
months later meeting an officer of the company he mentioned the

case, and was requested to send him the number of boxes, and their

exact .size, which was done, and an order was subsequently for-

warded for SIOO. Weiglil in the case had nothing to do whatever

with the shipment. Bo.xes should be sufficiently large for the

comfort of the fowls.

Mr. Halsted, on one occasion desired a Newfoundland dog for-

warded to him by express. Enquiries were made of the supposed

cost of transportation. Oi'e company demanded $25. Enquiry

was made if this amount was not a mi.stake. It was not. An-

other company was then visited, and all they asked was S4.50.

Mr. Williams, had he an order to ship a trio by Adams, if ho

could, would prefer to pay two or more dollars out of his own

pocket, and send them by another company.

Mr. Best (L. I.) gave his experience on the manner he was

imposed npon by Adams' Express company in N. Y.

Mr. J. B. Smith motioned a committee of three be appointed to

confer with Adams' Express Co., carried. The president, Col.

Taggart, thereby appointed as such committee, Messrs. J. B.

Smith, A. M. Halsted and Philander Williams.

Mr. Bishop moved that steps be taken to harmonize the differ-

ence in judging between the English and American Standard and

ideas.

Mr. Williams.—In importing birds from England we get fear-

fully disappointed, in one respect, in the vulture hock. England

goes for shape and leg-feathering, but does not seem to care much

for comb. Our friends from Canada accept the English Standard,

lie knew from observation if he had an order from Canada, for

L. B., that what he would ship to a customer in the States wonld

not answer. He thought with the exception of vulture hocks, in

ten yc.irs England and U. S. would he something alike in ideas.

Mr. Magrane.—All the material difference between English

fanciers and us is on Brahm.is only.

Mr. Allen (Canada). They ignored the vulture hockwith quills

entirely, and there was no use disguising the fact that we must

go to England to get good birds. No breeder here of twenty-

five years standing, that could furnish them at all. There was

too much trying to get new //i/hjts into the Standard, which pre-

vented the standard from being a fixed fact, &c.

Judge Luse—" The American Stand,ird reimnn'i," and related an

incident where two men were in a precarious predicament, when

one suggested to the other to i)ray, all he knew was that little

prayer, "now I lay me down to sleep," &c , well, replied the other,

' say that, it's the hesl im've t/ot." The Standard is the best wiCve

got, stick to it. If we can secure a man that is competi'nt to judge

several varieties, it is jireferablc, and one man gives the best satis-

faction ; if he makes a mistake, be cannot lay it to his .associate.

Mr. Bishop coiticidcd with the sentiments expressed by the

honorable gentleman from Iowa, and remarked if birds were

imported, it was heralded and seemed- sufficient as an advertise-

ment, &c., even after settingup an American Standard, they import

birds which are bred to an entirely different Standard. '1 he Stand-

ard (American) enforced on judges is arbitrary. Birds were al>o

shipped to England, that are scaled by the American Stamlard.
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Mr. Diehl notified the fanciers present, tliat Adams' Kxpress

Co. liad issued an order to tlie jigents tliat poultry to be returned

fp'oin theCentennial, must lie prepaid. He had instructed liis clerks

to receive deposits from tlio fanciers wlio would leave before the close

of the display, and give receipts for the same, so tliat there would

lie no trouble or misunderstanding. Mr. Halsted said exhibitors

rather than put up with such imposition, should .ship their birds to

N. Y. by freight, in order to get them to some other Express Com-

pany.

Mr. Magrane.—The only difference between ns and English

fanciers is on Asi.tlics. Open judging iu England—and point

judges is gaining in favor there. I'ei haps we may soon have an

international method of judging. Judging as now conducted is

faulty, and open to improvement, and the Standard needs materi

ally altering.

Mr. Mark Pitman, (Mass.).—American breeders of distinction,

are too much ruled by young men who want to make a Cochin

a Brahma, &c. He could remember the first Brahmas h i<I tails

like the Dorking, but they could not he satisfied with them, .and

now they have them bob tailed, &c. The big breeders have allow-

ed themselves to be hoodwinked. Impossible to make English

and American fowls be judged by the Standard, unless it be known

as a Cochin or Brahma l)y shape. He went in on shape. Make a

big picture, a drawing of a Light Brahnui cock, rub out, remodel,

until we get proper shape, and then breed for that style and shape,

Mr. Bishop acknowledged be could not have had bis ideas ex-

pressed any better thau Mr. I'itman has given ihcni, &c. Adjourn

ed sine die.

GiiO. 0. Bkown, Secretary.

THE SPANISH FOWL.

EY W. J. NICHOLS.

IV.

—

Brkeding and Preparing for ExniBixiON.

When any kind of domestic animal is kept in confinement, one

of the most interesting and instructive occupations connected with

them is in mateliiiig, breeding, and rearing of their young. How
carefully are they fed and all their wants attended to ! How
an.xiously are the little offsprings watched as they grow and

develop the various points we have been striving to produce;

and, if our efforts to bring forth a more perfect specimen than

has been seen before only proves successful, with what self-pride

and grtilification do we admire the results! It is this which

makes the fancier, and at the same time affords the over-worked

man of business a brief but most essential relaxation from his

daily pursuits.

It is my intention on this occasion to give a few hints on the

breeding and exhibiting of Spanish, and I hope my remarks may
be found useful to those who have recently commenced to keep

these birds.

Many poultry fanciers think it is a very easy matter to breed

Spanish, for there is nothing but the face, comb, and style to be

considered. To those who are of this opinion, I would say try

them, and then they will soon find it is no easy matter to produce

a really first class bird. Face is, of course, the first point, but

not a mere incongruous mass of white hanging in numerous

creases and folds which, when opened, almost sickens one from

the horrible stench it emits, but a nice smooth surface, and yet we
must not altogeiher despise tbose coarse-faced birds, for they are

often very useful to breed from, especially when in and-in breeding

has been carried on too closely, but for show purposes they ought

not to be encouraged. One of the most successful hits I ever made

in breeding was in matching one of these heavy-faced birds with

some small but beautifully smooth-faced pullets which had not

been crossed for some years ; by this means 1 obtained a greater

size of face without the coarseness, and in the following year they

bred the winning pullet at the Crystal Palace.

In selecting birds for stock purposes, the hens should be round

and smooth in face and the lobes free from tucks or folds. This

is of more importance in the hens than in the cocks, for if you

breed from hens with badly-shaped lobes, most of the cockerels

will have very bad lobes too. The combs should be small, hang-

ing gracefully over one side of the head. I prefer the comb
always to hang on one side rather than to see them change from

side to side with every motion of the head. When this is the case

they are generally very large and thin at the base, and unsuitable

for breeding cocks with good combs. Occasionally a hen is seen

with an erect comb, but do not breed from such a bird, for the

cockerels will have wretched combs. Some fanciers object to

breed from pullets. My own experience is that there is very little

difference whether pullets or hens are used. I rather prefer hens

;

but these generally commence to lay so late that they are useless

for early chiikens.

The cock should h.ave a large face, the white reaching well

towards the back of the head, for I h.ave noticed that binls with a

good breadth of face seldom have a pinched or a ribbon lobe. He
should have a bold, upstanding carriage, with good length of leg;

this latter point is of great importance, for however large the face

may be, unless there is plenty of leg, with a long neck to give the

body a commanding and a graceful appearance, the face is never

seen to advantage, and the bird looks over-Iadened in head and

dumpy in body, for he cannot move his head with that freedom

and grace so characteristic of these birds. Small and pretty

combs are most desirable, but big combs are often the result of

trying to get large faces, as I shall presently show.

Wry tails, squirrel tails, and round backs are common in Span-

ish, probably owing to the close in and in breeding, which has

been carried on for some years. However good the bird may be

in oihrr points, never breed from any with either of these malfor-

mations, as a lai'L'e number of the chickens will inherit the same

deformities ; and here I would just mention, be very careful when

purchasing birds out of a .selling class to see that they are without

any of these blemishes, for many otherwise very good birds are

pnt into these classes, and the judges, being tired or too much
hurried to look the class carefully full through, frequently give a

prize to Spanish only because they have a nice face.

Then there ore Hjrds with white feathers in their bodies, and

also a few totally white; but these are unsuitable for breeding,

and even when a few white feathers are seen in a pullet after two

or three moults, she will become almost white. Whi;e legs are

invariably a sign of old age, and those with black legs mostly

show a smutty or dark appearance in the white of the face.

To exhibit Spanish in the best possible condition requires some

amount of practice and a very great deal of patience. Trimming,

or more properly speaking, plucking out the small feathers and

hairs on the face to make it look whiter and rounder, is a very

tedious labor; one bird often takes iiours to do thoroughly, and

unless done it is useless exhibiting. Only last week, at Colches-

ter, I saw a beautiful hen—the best in the class—exhibited by

Mr. Wright, but it was unnoticed from not being either washed

or trimmed.

To prepare these birds for exhibition, it is necessary to keep

them from the cold winds and out of ihe heat of the sun, for if

exposed to either of these, the white will be flushed or pinky.

The face must be thoroughly washed at least three times a week

for a couple of weeks before they have to be sent away, and if

half an hour is devoted to extracting small feathers out of the

face with a fine pair of tweezers, the trimming will not be so

troublesome. In washing, plenty of soap and warm water are all

that is required, using a soft piece of sponge, and if there are any

sores, taking care not to knock off the scab. Milk is used by



536 THE FANCIERS JOURNAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 45.

some, but this is a mistake, for it clogs up the pores and dirt soon

accumulates. With cocks, when the white liangs in folds, after

washinj and thoroughly drying the face, if a little violet powder
is dusted between the creases it keeps them dry and sweet,

have heard of all sorts of cures for scabby faces, but nothing

equals a liberal use of soap and water and an occasional table-

spoonful of castor oil given to the bird.

Frequent washing the face .and lobes keeps them clean and free

from sores, and makes them soft and supple, and often adds much
to the length of the lobe. In washing or trimming, an assistant

is not required, for by tying the bird's legs together, and letting

their bodies rest between your thighs, sitting on a chair, you can

hold them perfectly well.

As I have already stated, to exhibit these birds successfully it is

necessary to keep them in confinement, moderately warm during

the winter, and cool in the summer; but directly we shut them up
then their combs are sure to increase in size, and this is especially

so with cocks, their combs growing so large that they are often

quite unfitted for exhibition; to prevent this as much as possible,

various plans h.ive been invented, but I have found none answer

so well as a stout piece of wire bent after the shape of the illustra-

tion, and fixed on the head. The two points A, which do not

come quite to the front of the comb, are tied together with fine

string or cotton, B going round the back of the comb close to the

head, and C keeps the comb erect. Whichever side the comb has

a tendency to fall towards, of course, the C must be made long

enough to reach nearly to the end of the comb. By this means

a drooping comb can be made to stand erect for several days, and

numbers have been kept from falling over when a bird has been

unwell or out of condition. I have seen combs kept erect by

using thin pieces of wood, but this is a far more troublesome and

clumsy plan.

Another practice, which has been done only within the last two

years, is to cut away a large piece off the back of the comb to

prevent its lopping over, and a great many birds have received

prizes, although mutilated in this way. Every Spanish breeder

knows that to get a good comb, well set on the head, is quite as

difBcult to get as a good face, and more difficult to keep in proper

order, and yet judges will give prizes to birds with cut combs.

This I think a great mistake, and I do hope we shall see no more

birds with cut combs carrying off prizes ; but rather let judges

encourage small and pretty combs than sacrifice everything for

face alone; if they will only do this I am sure we shall get

smoother faced birds, which will not require large pieces of white

to be cut away from over the eye or between the beak and eye.

At present, if we look carefully through a class of Spanish cocks

there is hardly a bird to be found which has not had either its face

or comb cut, and, of course, it is not the best birds that win, but

those which have been most artistically "faked." At Portsmouth

show the first and second prize cocks had been terribly cut both

in face and comb, and, when I taxed one of the owners, he said,

" I did not do it." What ought to have been done with these

birds was to have disqualified them, or at least to have passed

them, as was the case at Colchester with the winner at Ports-

mouth. But so long as prizes are awarded to birds with cut

combs and faces, we shall only go on breeding birds with large,

coarse combs and face.

As an old breeder and exhibitor of Spanish, I would much
rather see a bird with a smaller fece, a pretty comb, and a good
carriage, win a prize than the cut and mutilated specimens with

nothing to recommend them but their exuberance of face and

lobe.

—

The Couniri/.

FEEDING CHICKENS BY MACHINERY.
Some two years ago, in one of my frequent visits to Europe,

while in Paris, my attention was attracted to a new machine for

feeding chickens at the rate of 400 per hour, and fattening them
to almost double their original weight in the short space of eigh-

teen to twenty days.

I thought this was an ingenious invention, but, like many others,

did not realize that it would ever be practicable. I did not be-

lieve that fowls could bear such treatment long, say nothing of

their getting fat on it. In this, however, I was mistaken, for on

my last visit the past summer, I found the "Martin" machine in

general use, not only by men who make a special business of rais-

ing fowls for market, but also by farmers and gentlemen living in

the country.

I thought a description of the machine would be interesting to

that part of your readers who busy themselves at poultry raising,

either for a special business, an accessory one, or for home con-

sumption. I give it to you as witnessed by myself, in full oper-

ation for over one year in a farm house, with the best of results.

The machine I inspected in detail is bnilt to .accommodate 400

lodgers ; it is located in a clean, well-finished barn, about twenty-

five by forty feet, with ample sky-lights and windows to give it a

cheerful, and almost out-door day-light appearance. It contains

over 300 fowls of all descriptions, every one looking happy and

contented, not to have to search for a living.

At an elevation of about three feet from the ground stands a

cement circular bed of forty feet circumference, having a slope

towairds a hole in th centre to allow water to run out freely from

a waste pipe connected with it. From the centre hole rises an

iron shaft, well secure at the bottom, and at the same time revolv-

ing easily. From this shaft project numerous iron arms, holding-

out, what I shall call a large wooden drum, about forty tiiet cir-

cumference, the whole revolving at the least touch. This drum
is the strange coop that I am to describe.

It is eight tiers high, each one fifteen inches in height, every

tier divided into small cells, nine inches wide and eight inches

deep. By this we see that the thickness of the drum is only eight

inches. The rest of the circumference is all unobstructed, except

by the iron arms supporting the drum. Each cell is open in front,

in the shape of a heart, to give the fowls plenty of air and ex-

ercise, as far as thrusting their heads out is concerned, for it is all

they can do. They are secured by one leg by a small chain, and

the width of the cell is such that they cannot turn around. The
back of the cells is completely open, and the depth being only

eight inches, as I said before, there is no occasion for dirt of any

kind to rest in it ; it naturally falls inside of the open circumfer-

eneeand on the cement platform, already mentioned.

Twice a day the keeper will enter the drum by pulling out some

cells arranged for that purpose, and using plenty of water keep

the place as clean as possible, the waste in the centre carrying all

dirt and water to a cistern where it is kept for gardening purposes.

Now that we see the drum all occupied by the feathered tribe,

all anxious for the dinner hour to come, I will try to describe the

feeding machine as well as I can.

Within a few inches of the drum, and between perpendicular

beams, well secured and lined with iron sliding ways, is an iron

tank, capable of containing, say forty gallons. In this is the food,



November 20, 1876.] THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. 537

comi)OSCt1 of skimmetl milk and corn meal, tlic mixture hiiving

a sciiiili(nii(l consistency ; no water is given. On the top of the

tank stands tlie keeper, who, by a crank at his right, can elevate

or lower himself and machine, as may bo required, to reach ot e

tier of cells after another. Every cell is numbered, and a place

is reserveil to wriie the date of entry. We will begin, say at cell

No. I, on the lower tier. The keeper takes hold of the head of

the fowl with his left hand; with his thumb he opens the beak,

and with the right thrusis an India rubber tube into the throat of

the chicken, or whatever the fowl may be; then with his left hand

he closes the beak and makes it as tight as pos-ible, while his

foot, pressing on a pedal, works a pump that forces into the fowl

the necessary amount of food. Some require more than others,

but the keeper knows his boarders, and he has in front of him a

gauge in the shape of a dial, the hand of which shows exactly

the quantity absorbed. This dial he watches carefully as he

presses on the pedal, or else he might burst the crop of the fowl.

The instant this is done the keeper lets go of the fowl and the

work is over, the fowl simply making the motion that we see in

any animal that has eaten too fiist. One undeniable proof that it

does not hurt the fowl is that as their turn comes to bo fed, you

can see them projecting their necks out in hope to advance the

time of their repast.

No. 1 being satisfied the keeper moves the drum and brings No.

2 in front of him, and so on until he has gone through one row

of cells. Then he turns the crank just enough to bring himself

and machine at a convenient height to work tier No. 2 easily

;

then tier No. 3, 4, 5, 6, &c. Fowls are fed three times a d.iy—at

day-light, noon and sun-down, and the place thoroughly cleaned

twice per d.ay. The fowls, chickens in particular, will fatten to

almost an incredible size in a very short time, and when split open

will show a very healthy condition.

The machine is kept in operation constantly, from the fact that

in France chickens are hatched the year round by both natural

and artificial means, and the result is that fat and tender chickens

are to be found in the markets at all seasons.

Should any of your readers require more details, I will be able

to furnish them in a few days.

—

Alexis Godillot in American Grocer.

CHESHIRE COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
The annual meeting of the Cheshire County Poultry and Pet

Stock Association was held hero Thursday. The following board

of officers were chosen for the ensuing year

;

President, Hon. Horatio Colony, Kcene.

Vice-Presidents, Hon. Edward Farrar, Keene; Daniel W. Tcn-

ney, Marlboro'; Hon. James Burnap, Marlow; Dr. 0. H. Brad-

ley, JafTrey ; Jos. B. Abbott, Richmond ; Noah W. Hardy, Nel-

son ; Dr. Samuel Eichardson, Marlboro'.

Secreiaty, John W. Sturtevant, Kcene.

Assistant Secretary, Lucius C. Doolittle, Keene.

Treasurer, Geo. A. Litchfield, Kcene.

Executive Committee, M. J. Russell, Harrisville; P. Frank

Amidon, Hinsdale; Jas. H. Morrison, Marlow; Wm. Reed, West-

moreland; Edward A. Pickering, Ashuelot; Curtis G. Britton,

Keene; C. E. L. Hayward, Peterboro'; J. Frank Emmons,
Keene ; E. R. Spaulding, Jaffrey ; Geo. D. Wheelock, Keene

;

Edward Spaulding, Keene ; Chas. H. Powers, East Jaffrey

;

Clark F. Rowell, Keene; Scott W. BuUard, Keene; Geo. D.

Wheeler, New Ipswich; Fred K. Pratt, Keene; E. E. Lyman,
Keene; Theron Hayward, Gilsum; Geo. W. Eastman, Swanzey;
Geo. B. Holland, Walpole ; Henry H. Tenney, Keene.
Auditing Committee, Wm. P. Chamberlain, Keene; S. A.

Gerould, Jr., Keene ; Jas. H. Fisher, Keene.
The Exhibidon will be holden at City Hall, Dec. 19, 20, 21. A

liberal premium list will be ready for distribution soon. Every-
thing indicates an unusually fine show is predicted. The Treas-
urer's report shows $124.11 in the treasury.

" THAT CORN,"

Place, Wingshot, was not the only question to be answered to

make " thatcorn acceptable to the beginner." There w.is another.

" What breed do you keep V Which question your " Johnny"

answers. Yes, with Games, I should think you might find corn

profitable to feed any where, in any quantily, and for all lime.

As some one once said in The Journal, " The nervous

breeds require more food, and that of a different character

from those breeds whose characteristic is the making of fat

and flesh." Feeding a nervous bird is like feeding a fire in

a stove of good draught, and every draught open. There's

a constant destruction of material. Take two persons, one

fleshy, phlegmatic, the other thin, nervous. Which requires the

greater amount of food ? The one quiet, sutlers but little

waste, whereas with the other the waste, the expenditure, is con-

stant. Though they sometimes say of themselves, they "eat so

much it makes them poor to carry it around."

It won't do for you with your Game experience to advise Young
Breeder with his Lt. Brahmas, unless it is with malevolent intent.

Eliphalet Siowell.

A NOVEL EXPERIMENT.
Mr. Editor:

A gentleman, Lt. F. E. Pierce, 1st Infantry, Fort Randal, Da-

cota Ter., in writing me upon a business matter, gave me his

method of experimenting with Leghorn Cocks' combs to prevent

their freezing in that cold latitude. The idea seemed so novel to

me that I will give it to you, as it may be of use to some of your

readers who are fanciers of this fine fowl, and who live also in cold

climates.

" It is so cold here that it is very difiScnlt to keep fowls during

winter without their being frozen. Especially do the combs of

White Leghorns suffer; and this winter, the combs of my Light

Brahmas were a little touched.

"As an experiment, I took two W.L. cockerels with very large

combs, and made caps of flannel, which were made to fit nicely,

and then slipped on from the roar of the comb, and fastened by

passing a fine platinum wire through the cap, and the top of the

front of the comb, and twisting the ends together. It has worked

well. The caps have remained in their places, and on examina-

tion not a particle of the comb is frozen where the cap covers it,

although they have run out all winter. The thermometer has

stood on one occasion, 44° below zero, and frequently 39, 3.'5, 28,

23, 19, &c. below. During one 24 hours it was not once above

19° below.

" I did not succeed so well with the wattles, as the sacks made

for them would not stay in place, and could not be fastened so as

to cover the whole. Where covered, however, they are perfectly

preserved."

This is a simple device, and by its application many a Leg-

horn's comb might be saved, and, having the idea, a little ingenu-

ity on the part of the experimenter may contrive a plan to succeed

in shielding the wattles as well as the combs.

Yours truly,

A. M. Dickie, M. D.

SECOND ANNUAL POULTRY SHOW.
The Second Annual Exhibition of the Genesee Poultry Asso-

ciation is announced to commence in Batavia on the 10th day of

January next, and continue the six following days. There is

every indication of a very large exhibition of Poultry, Pets, etc.,

and we would suggest to those intending to exhibit to select the

best birds from their flocks now, and have them in proper condi-

tion for the Show. The premiums will this year be very liberal

and the managers contemplate to get up an exhibition worthy the

Genesee Country.
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THE POULTRY CENTENNIAL.
The display of poultry and pigeons in the Pomolofjiciil Build-

ing, on the Centennial grounds, hardly came up to the "great

expectaiions " of the attending or visiting fanciers. It seems, or

rather proved, that the " Lord Clyde" steamer story was a hoax

The arrangement of the coops was well enough, but the distribu-

tion of fowls in them was too scattered, and the varieties, also,

not placed, as they should have been, together; consequently some

of the rows had but few coops with fowls in. It must, however,

in justice to Mr. Diehl, be added that, as he remarked, had not

his hands been "lied with red tape," the arrangements would have

been more practical, and many things were not, that should have

been

—

would hare been, etc. As the poultry was thus scattered, it

was difficult to carry in memory the points of one pen of birds,

to compare with another in a different part of the hall. As to

scaling them, we made the attempt, but the crowd was too intense,

too demonstratively inquisitive, etc. Light Brahmas were great

est in numbers; some excellent specimens, and some not. Mr.

A. B. Todd is said to have reported that he sold a pair for $125.

Darks, there were but few coops, and, with one or two exceptions,

not remarkably choice birds. P. Cochins, as a class, were rather

better. Those " under one year " being in several pens very excel-

lent. In Buffs we were somewhat disappointed,—none, to our idea,

being good and even in color. Symmetry, size, leg feathering,

were in many instances all that could be desired. White Cochins,

there were a dozen and a half coops; among them, many really

extra specimens. For the number of coops, the Whites might be

considered more for quality than quantity. Black Cochins, only

a few specimens, but generally good, with the exception of legs,

which were too dark. Games were a good class, showing many

fine birds, and some pit bred birds also. Hamburgs, especially

the S. S., we were disappointed in, hardly any of the nine coups

exhihited (e.xcepting one coop of Mr. Seavey's,) containing birds

of as high standard as the Boston or Buffalo shows bring out.

G. S. were more numerous in numbers, and, with a few exceptions,

miscellaneous only. The S. P. variety contained some choice

hens and pullets, uniformly and fine marked; much better than

the males. G. P., only a few coops, to whicli can be applied the

remarks on S. P. Blacks, over a dozen coops. Coop No. 1,

" under one year," being, to our idea, the best in the class. Black

Spanish, 15 coops, containing some really good, and some really

bad specimens,—some very warty-wrinkly-faced-birds, that should

not have been in a show-pen. White Leghorns, thirty-one coops,

among them some very choice birds. In maiiy cases, however,

the cocks' tails approached too near the squirrel order. Browns,

there were twenty-six coops, some notably good in combs, ear

lobes, plumage, and style. Dom. Leghorns, three coops, of

medium quality only. Some meritorious Dorkings, Warner tak-

ing the lead in numbers, if not in quality also. Houdans, gener-

ally good, though some deficient in crest,—more notable in the

males—and the fifth toe in many instances not properly developed

Creves and La Fleche, three coops, two of first named and one of

latter, all good birds. Polands, white, were only an average class.

Silvers were better, and contained some fine specimens. P. Rocks,

twenty seven coops, with several really choice pairs,—but few

with perfect yellow legs. In many instances, the genuine P. R.

shape was wanting. Dominiques, a baker's dozen of coops, and

none of extraordinary merit. No doubt "our opinion" will not

be relished by some of the exhibitors, and we can only offer in

palliation tci what vye say /)en-sively, that no doubt neither they

nor their stock are to blame—but our ideas and expectaiions are

perhaps a little buUoonish. So let us add in advance, that, gentle-

men who will bless us, we forgive you. Bantams, in nearly every

class, were well represented, with many beauties. The finest

specimens of Bronze Turkeys we ever saw were exhibited, and a

grand pair of Wild, from Mr. James Storm, of Missouri. The

White Hollands were also good, both in plumage and size. The
specimens of Geese were also good, as were likewise the several

varieties of Ducks. The great attraction—the greatest, I should

say, were the magnificent Silver, Golden, and Ring-necked Pheas-

ants, exhibited by Messrs. Seavey, Rooke, and Waefclaer. The
Canadian birds were allotted a space by themselves, and generally

speaking, their birds were of a better average quality than the

American bred. The Asiatics being noticeable for prodigious leg

featliering, with marked presence of hock feathers. The Games
were strongly represented by Mr. Allen, with some very high class

birds. The Houdans were also good, but in many instances had

scaly legs and bad feet. Polands, good, the W. C. P. the best

we have ever seen. Bantams also fine. Ducks, few in numbers,

but in nearly all instances of uniform good quality. Pigeons,

there was a grand and extensive display of wonderful fine speci-

mens. Among the largest exhibitors were Messrs. Cahill, Sea-

vey, and Newell. I leave them for some of your pigeon fanciers to

talk about.

One of the great " episodes " to be long remembered in connec-

tion with this "show " was the "Fanciers' Centennial supper," held

at assembly rooms. Tenth and Chestnut streets, and was atten-

ded by the following fanciers :

Philander Williams, Geo. W. Bradley, S. H, Seamans,

E. D. Crownshield, R. F. Shannon, T. L. McKeen,

Alson B. Todd, C. H. Hawkins, F. F. Corson,

C. W. Chamberlain, Mark Pitman, C. Fitzgerald,

D. C. Waterhouse, W. T. Rogers, Z. C. Luse,

G. 0. Brown, A. M. Dickie, W. H. Docl,

Jas. A. Storm, W. T. Eisenhart, G. W. Fredericks,

W. Sanderson, M. H. Bardwell, Pliilip Rogers,

H. Enos, John Parker, John D. Wliite,

Geo. F. Seavey, Daniel Allen, A. C. Nellis,

F.W.Robertson, P. F. Amidon, J. C. Long, Jr.,

H. H. Black, D. D. Bishop, W. H. Hulick,

D. H. Brown, C. J. Ward, G. A. Atkins,

A. P. Groves, E. M. Deyo, . J. D. Nevins,

J. E Diehl.

Several gentlemen came in after we were seated at the

supper table whose names I did not get. As it is, the list em-

braces a representation of fourteen States and the Canadas,

—

pretty good for an impromptu meeting. I believe the aiFair was

originated by Messrs. Pitman and Diehl. Remarks were made

by Mr. P. Williams, chairman, and vice-presidents of the evening

as follows :—Judge Z. C. Luse, Iowa; C. J. Ward, 111. ; W. T.

Rogers, Penn.; J. E. Diehl, Penn.; G. W. Fredericks, S. H. Sea-

mans, Wis.; and D. Allen, Canada. Also by D. H. Brown,

R. I.; P. F. Amidon, N. H.; D. D. Bishop, Conn.; G. 0. Brown,

Md.; Jas. A. Storm, Mo.; W. H. Todd, Ohio; and Mark Pit-

man, Mass.

Although it was a temperance supper, there was a full flow of

spirits a la good humor; and the courteous and friendly greeting

of fanciers was of such a nature as to cause all participants to be

glad they were present, and no doubt the affair will be pleasantly .

remembered by us all. Such social intercourse is beneficial to the

fraternity, and indulgencies of this kind should be more frequent.

Yours very truly,

Centennialist.

Some time ago on buying a fine rooster which did not show up

good, the seller remarked that he would be all right in a day or

two as he had been under cow (cowed). We thought no more of

the matter until we overheard (a day or two afterwards), Jimmy,

our Irishman, remarking to a friend of his. "Come Mike, till I

show you the rooster that the cow laid on." The answer was "be

jabcrs, it must have been a very small cow."
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PIGEONS.

Vury convenient baskets are now made of the cradle form, with

piirtitions, or separate apartments. They serve for the carriage

of pigeons for matching, or putting tliem up to fatten, or for any

utiicr of tlio usual purposes. 1 have seen them lately, in the bas-

ket shops on the Greenwich road, two or three miles from London.

Food and water should be given in such a way as to be as littleas

possililc contaminated wiili the excrement or any other impurity.

Our pigeons having been constantly attended, wo have never

found the need of any other convenience than earthen pans; but

there have been ingenious inventions for this purpose, of which

the meat box, and water bottle following are specimens. The

meat box is formed in tlie shape of a hopper, covered at the top to

keep clean the grain which descends into a square, shallow box.

Some fence this with rails or holes on each side, to keep the grains

from being scattered over; others leave it quite open, that the

young pigeons m.iy the more easily (ind their food.

The water bottle is a large glass bottle, with a long neck, hold-

ing from one to live gallons, its belly sliaped like an egg, that the

pigeons may not light and dung upon it. It is placed upon a

stand, or three-footed stool, made hollow above, to receive the bel-

ly of the bottle, and let the mouth into a small pan beneath. The

water will, in such wise, gradually descend out of the mouth of

the bottle as the pigeons drink, and be^ sweet and clear, and al-

ways stop when the surface reaches the mouth of the bottle.

To matdi or pair a cock and hen, it is necessary to shut them

together, or near, or within reach of each other; and the connec-

tion is generally formed in a day or two. Various rules have been

laid down by which to distinguish the cock from the hen pigeon
;

but the masculine forwardness and action of the cock is, for the

most part, distinguishable.

Incubation.—The great increase of domestic pigeons does not

proceed from the number of eggs laid by them, but from the tie-

quency of their hatching. The hen lays but two eggs, and imme-

diately proceeds to incubation. .

Having laid her first egg, she rests one day, and, on the next,

lays her second egg. They usually stand over the first egg, not

sitting close until they have two, whence both the young are hatch-

ed ahout the same time : there are some exceptions, however, to

this rule of nature, and the hen having sat close at first, one young

bird may be hatched a day or two before the other. They often

spoil their first eggs from inexperience.

Tile period of incubation is nineteen or twenty days from laying

the first egg, and seventeen or eighteen from the last. Ihe labor

of sitting is equally divided between cock and hen, excepting that

the hen always sits at night. She is relieved in the morning by

the cock, which sits during the greater part of the day. The

business of feeding the young is also divided between the parents

;

and the cock has often brought up the young, on the accidental

loss of his mate. Should not the eggs be hatched in due time,

from weakness, some small assistance may be necessary to extri-

cate the bird from the shell ; or should they be addled, it is gen-

erally held necessary to provide the cock and hen with a borrowed

pair of young, or at least one to feed oflF their soft meat, which

else may stagnate in their crops, and make them sick ; but as

young ones lor this purpose may not always be at hand, the exer-

cise of flying, fresli gravel, and those saline compositions general-

ly given to pigeons, are the proper remedy. Addled or rotten

eggs should be immediately removed.

Pigeons are extremely liable to be lost by accident, and that

which is unaccountable, although they will find their way home
from such great distances, they nevertheless often lose themselves

in their own neighborhood. Should a cock or hen be lost during

incubatioii, the eggs will be spoiled in twenty or thirty hours, and

may then be taken from the nest; but if the accident happen after

hatching, the single parent left will feed the young. Should both

])arents be lost, the young .nre very eas-ily accustomed to be fed by

band with small jieas or tares, much preferable to barley. We
did not find any necessity for recourse to the old housewife's in-

strument, a hollow reed.

THE POWDERED OWL, MAHOMET, AND DAMA-
SCENE PIGEONS.

It is mentioned at page 301 of Mr. Fulton's " Book of Pigeons,"

that the late Mr. Matthew Wicking " was the first to invent, or

produce, or introduce the color known as powdtred blue." I

believe Powdered Blue Owls were in existence last century, but

Mr. Wicking may have produced them for himself. Mr. Moore

in the " Columbarian " (1735) says of the Owl, " This Pigeon is

in make and shape like the former (the Turbit), except that the

upper chap of its beak is hooked ovir like the Owl's, from whence

it has its name. Its plumage is always entirely white, blue, or

black." He says nothing as to the blue being in any way diff'er-

ent from other blue Pigeons, so that I would suppose Powdered

Blues were not known to him. The colors of the Owl in his day

are the colors of the African Owl now, except as to Pied Blues

and Blacks, the result of breeding white and colored birds. Com-

ing to the Mahomet, Moore says, " This Pigeon is no more in

reality than a White Barb," and he then describes how it gets

the name of the Mahomet. Thirty years later, in 1765, appeared

the " Treatise on Pigeons," dedicated to John Moore. The

author, after quoting Moore's description of the Mahomet, says,

" So far Mr. Moore, and I think he has extremely well accounted

for its being so called ; but it is the opinion of many fanciers

that the bird called a Mahomet is nearly of a cream color, with

bars cross the wings as black as ebony ; the feathers very partic-

ular, being of two colors, the upper part or surface of them ap-

pearing of a cream, and underneath a kind of sooty color, nearly

approaching to black, as are likewise the flue feathers and even

the skin, which I never observed in any other Pigeons but these
;

its size much like that of a Turbit, with a fine gullet, and in lieu

of a frill the feathers rather appear like a seam ; the head is

short, and inclined to be thick ; hath an orange eye and a small

naked circle of black flesh round the same, and a beak something

resembling that of a Bullfinch, with a small black wattle on it."

Now, referring to Mr. Ludlow's portrait and Mr. Caridia's de-

scription of the Damascene in Mr. Fulton's new book, there is no

doubt that the Mahomet of 1765 and Damascene of to-day are

identical. The head, beak, gullet, and seam all tell of its rela-

tion to the Owl tribe, and no other Pigeon I know of would do

so well to cross with the Owl ; in fact, I think that between 1735

and 1765 the cross was made, tor the author of the Treatise says

of the Owl, " The blue ones should have black bars cross the

wings, and the lighter they are in color, particularly in the

hackle, the more they are valued." Is not this the description of

a Powdered Owl .' The Mahomet or Damascene is the powdered

color to the highest degree. I lately mentioned this idea of the

origin of the Powdered Owl to Mr. Caridia, and he agreed with

me. He says, in his description of the Damascene, " This va-

riety, in my opinion, is one of the most useful for experimental

pu! poses."

Mr. Wicking may have discovered a remnant of the breed of

Powdered Owls, being a very keen fancier, but what I think

more likely is that he got hold of the Damascene or Mahomet,

and made the cross himself. He may have had the very pair of

birds mentioned by Mr. Brent. In Mr. Brent's book, page 26,

he gives the description of the Mahomet from the Treatise of

1765, but says he does not remember having seen any such birds.

Again, at page 109 he gives the points of the Mahomet as fol-

lows :
—" Black wattle and cere ; sooty skin and down ; seam on
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the breast; soft silver color [a more true description than cream].

No harm in offering a class, bnt I fcfr the bird is extinct."

However, after he so wrote he appears to have seen a pair of

these Pigeons, for I find in Mr. Tegetmoier's book of Pigeons,

page 13S, and in Eaton's (realise of 1858, page 102, the follow-

ing:—(Brent). " This (the Mahomet) is one of the varieties of

fancy Pigeons with which I ha\e but a very .slight acquaintance,

having only once seen a pair at a London dealer's, and their ap-

pearance gave me the idea of a cross between an Owl and a

Barb Pigeon ; nevertheless, their seam snd black wattle, cere,

and skin I consider sufficient distinctive peculiarities to give

them a place among fancy Pigeons as a separate variety. It is

very probable that the preset] t relations existing betwejn this

country and the Sublime Porte may cause the introduction of

other varieties of Pigeons from the East." And has not Mr.

Brent's idea come to pass in the introduction by that grand

Pigeon-fancier, Mr H. P. Caridia, of the beautiful gems the

Turbitecns, Salinettes, Blondinettes, &c., from Asia Minor 1

Who so likely as Mr. Wicking to get hold of the pair of Mahom-
ets seen by Mr. Brent at the London dealer's? He might have

lost one of the pair before they were acclimatised, and the most

likely match for the survivor would be a Blue Owl. Mr. Pulton

says, " Great was the surprise of many London fanciers when

the new and startling beautiful color came upon the stage. The

first we ourselves saw was about the year 1854. The color was

produced—very likely partly by seme lucky chance—by crossing

Blues and Silvers, and it is most singular that, so far, crossing it

with any of the small foreign specimens seems to overpower it,

and it dies out." If my theory is correct the Powdered Owl is

only after all halfbred as regards powdering, and therefore it is

no wonder the color goes when crossed with the dusky Blue Afri-

can. Kut if some experimental breeder would make the cross

anew between the Dama.scene or Mahomet and the Blue African

better results might follow, and certainly the produce would be

better in head and beak than any Powdered Owls I have seen.

Mr. Pulton says, " It was well put once in our own hearing by

that old and mucli respected fancier Mr. Esquilant, who remarked

that the only certain way of seeing a really true-bred English

Owl now was to see a Powdered Blue." This is as much as to

say that other English Owls than " Powdered " birds have been

crossed with the African breed to improve them. No one after

looking through Mr. Fulton's book will need to be told that Mr.

Ludlow is not responsible for the coloring of the plate of Eng-

lish Owls. Some one has made a mess of it. The publishers

would do well to publish a fresh plate, as it mars the whole book.

—James C. Lyell, in Journal of HorlicuUure.

CoF\F\ESpOfJDEfJCE.

Will some Fancier inform me through The Jodenal the best

disinfectant for pigeon-lofts, and oblige, H. T. W.

[A free use of lime, both air-slacked, and in the shape of white-

wash. Also cleanliness. Ed.]

ViLLYTELPT, Nofcmpcr Sefen, 1876.

Meistek Vade :

Vot in te yorldt is te yuse ov all dot egsidemend apoudt soom

nasdy schnakes? Dem vellers Phoga und McGann bcdder pe

ashamet mit demselefs. Idoldyouvy. Vattoes Phoga no apoudt

Firshinny sehnakes und vot toes McGann no apoudt Bensilfany

schnakes? Firshinny sehnakes is nod Bensilfany sehnakes py a

long shodt, und fisey fersey (Dot's big langwish, dond id ? I bed

you McGann likes id). You see in Firshinny efery varm-hous

has an abble schack tisdillery so you see te sehnakes is tifferendt.

In Bensilfany ve only hafe te Citer bress und so te sehnakes dond

hafe sooch "viryise und vlaming dorxjne." Iv a schnake hides a

Firshinian, te schnake ties. Iv id bides a Pensilfany dudchman,

te dudchman ties. You see efery pody dond see id ride. You
bed McGann is ride apout scharming. How is id in te Rum
Maniag—by Pilly Sbakesbeer or soom ov dem vellers—vcn he

says, "Dake him avay—I schling my poot-schack ad him!"

Dot veller is scharmet mit der sehnakes. Ov cors id is. Iv you

dond pelief id you jusd go town mid der Moyamensing brison in

Villytelfy, und go indo der burgadory und you see te vellers

schradching te sehnakes ov te bet glose. Dem vellers is all

scharmet mit der sehnakes. How is id mit Efe? Vy efery pody

nows dot vooman vas scharmet mit a schnake or she dond ead any

ov dot fruid. Und how apoudt dot prasen serbend vat Moses

puds on a bole in der vilterness ? Vy dot heprew schews yusd look

ad dod serbend und vas curet mit der schnake bides. Dot growdt

is all scharmet. " Vot ride hafe ve do touU dot schdademends V
You cand go pack on Moses.

Und how apoudt dot schunk pusiness ? I dold you all apoudt

id. You see in Bensilfany iv a schunk cooms oud in taydime he

soon cooms along rait a schule-hous und te poys schling schdones

ad him, so he dond eoom oud ovden. In Firshinny he can run

apout all te veek und nefer coom agross a schule-house. Dot

kindt of drash hafe to keep glose in Bensilfany. Und how apoudt

ids purrow? You dond ncfer findt oud apout id in dot country

liprary; id aind alvays reliaple. Yuhon und McGann petter go

oud und tig von oud ven te oldt veller is ad home. Den dey no

all apout id. Iv dot coundry liprary holdts oud und dond purn

town ve hafe Nadural Hisdory town breddy vine pefore te nexdt

Sendennial. You bed! I hobe dot is nod schlang.

Yures efery dime,

SCHONNT SCHPEOAGLE.

F/\|viiu;V'\ Science.

Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom alt.

FASCINATION—PHOCA IN ANSWER TO J. M. m'cANN.

My article was wi'itten without consultation with any authority,

and was the result of my own observations. I had never heard

of Dr. Barton's Memoir (not being given to collating essays on

Natural History from libraries) but have since made search for it,

and found it in Bingley's Animal Biography (1805), and am sorry

it is too extended for use here—but the following quotation from

it may have escaped Mr. McCann's notice: " The result of not a

little attention has taught him, that there is but one wonder in the

business;—the wonder that the story should ever have been

believed by any man of understanding and observation."

" I have yet to learn that there is any variety of bird or squirrel

that would willingly sacrifice its life in defence of its young,"

says Mr. McCann. His observai ions of nature are very limiteil

indeed if he does not know that birds and squirrels will make a

vigorous defence of their young. It is an indisputable fact that

they sometimes lose their lives in defence of their young, and are

sometimes the victors. Birds and animals, like human beings,

possess different degrees of courage, and so, the demonstrations

are not always the same.

The following from the article on the Mocking-bird, from

Cassell's Natural History, seems to have been taken from Wilson's

Am. Ornithology, where it appears in substance, with but a little

change in phraseology.

" During the period of incubation, neither man nor animal can

approach the nest without being attacked, and cats are speedily

made to fiy. But the bird is especially enraged by the black-

snake ; no sooner is this reptile discovered, than the male darts

on it with the rapidity of an arrow, and, dextrously eluding its

bile, strikes it incessantly and violently on the head, where it is
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very vulnerable. As the snnke becomes sensible of its d.inger, it

tries to escape, but the mocking-bird is thus encoiirai;cd to re-

double its exertions, and unless its antagonist be very birye, it

often succeeds in destroying the foe. As the strength of the snake

begins to flag, the bird seizes it and lifts it up partly from the

ground, beating it with its wings; and when the work is com-
pleted, tlie bird returns to the nest and pours forth a song in

token of victory."

The Fen-uginous Mocking-Bird—Cassell's Nat. History.
" The admirer of woodland melody may well look on the

engraving given on page 121 with the liveliest interest. A snake
has attacked the iiimatcs of the nest, while it is defended with a

courageous spirit by the male bird, as he exerts all bis powers to

extricate his beloved mate from tbe coils of the reptile, which has

almost deprived her of life. At the call of the mate, another

bird of tbe same species has come with a rap I flight, and with

bis bright eyes fixed with deadly hate, he is prepared to attack

the snake; while a third is grappling with tbe reptile, and intent

on tearing its skin from its body. Who will not wish the bird to

be victorious, and their united assaults to be fatal to the invaders ?

The desire was happily realized, for Audubon, who relates the fact,

says :
" The snake was finally conquered, and a jubilee held over

his carcase by a crowd of thrushes and other bird-, until the woods
resounded with their notes of exultatio-i. I was happy iu con-

tributing my share to the general joy, for, on taking the almost
expiring bird into my hand for a few minutes, she recovered in

some degree, and I restored her to her anxious mate."
Mr. Bartram, in a note quoted by Wilson in bis Am. Ornithol-

ogy, says—" Yesterday I observed a conflict, or contest between
a catbird and a snake. It took place in a gravel walk, in tbe

garden, near a dry wall of stone. I was witbin a few yards of the

combatants. The bird pounced or darted upon the snake, snap-
ping its bill

; the snake would then draw itself into a coil, ready
for a blow

; but the bird would cautiously circumvent it, at a
little distance, now and then running up and snap])ing at it, but
keeping at a sufficient distance to avoid a blow. After some
minutes it became a running fight, the snake retreating; and at

last it took shelter in the wall. The cat-bird had young ones,

near the field of battle."

To be Continued.

TENEBRIS MOLITOR—A QUERT.

In the article " the meal worm," it is spoken of as the " dark
loving miller," and " is one of the many species of beetles which
love the darkness, and which when exposed to the light, do all

they possibly can to get back into the darkness again." Can "P.
P." or any one interested in these insects or in general natural
investigations give a reason for this shunning—avoidance of the

light ? Does the light cause pain f If so what portion of the

insect is so sensitive to its action 1 Can we not go slill further and
ask the special place tbe "lovers of the dark" fill in Nature's econ-

omy ? What part have they to play that they are so compelled to

it by this peculiar sensitiveness, a sensitiveness not individual, but
so general as to characterize a species % Q. C.

—The Charleston Journal of Commerce, of November 1, says

:

" Tbe city was swarmed last night with several species of birds,

some resembling very much tbe dove, but considerably smaller
than that bird, and other small birds, about tbe size of the

sparrow, resembling nonpareils. These little visitors made
their appearance about nine o'clock in large numbers all over
the city. They could be seen skimming the pavements, dodg-
ing into the corners of the doors and windows. One gentleman
on Market street caught twenty-six in his store in a short time,

and caged them in his show case. The Jouninl of Commerce
office was attacked by tbem, and the windows of the com-
posing room had to be shut down to keep theiu out. Sea cap-

tains say they indicate that there has been a fearful storm in some
locality, and that these birds have been driven from their abode by
tbe storm. They are evidently a species of bird from far oft', and
not accustomed to our climate, as they appear to be very much at

a loss here.

"

—What casie from the Well.—Tbe Salisbury (Del.)

Sentinel says

:

—"On Saturday morning, Mr. Samuel J. Turner
drew up from his well, iu the water bucket, a most eurions reptile.

The thing, which looks something like a huge lizard, is about

twelve inches long, and is of a dark brown or leaden color, with

dull yellow spots over his entire body. It has a head like a frog,

is white under the throat, and its breathing-holes are situated on
the top of its upper jaw, in the same manner as a porpoise's. It

has four legs and a large flat tail, about the same length as the

body. With this tail it can propel itself through the water at a
very rapid rate. It is by some supposed to be a triton or water-

newt, but Dick says that it is a spring-feeder, and that if he is re-

moved from the well, the well will go dry, as his mission is to

keep the springs open, and they generally go in pairs."

YodfJq pOLKS' Cof^fJEF^.

INDICATIONS OF WINTER.
The leaves are falling from the trees,

And coldly blows the Northern breeze
;

Tbe Humming Bird has taken flight

To Southern regions warm and bright,

The Butterflu no more is seen
;

The Frog in coat of ru^set green
Is in some spring securely hid.

And silent is the Katydid ;

The Grasshopper is heard no more
;

The Sr/mrrel hath laid in bis store

Of nuts, in some old hollow tree.

And dormant lies the houey Bee,

The noisv Locust too is dead.

The Cat'Bird to the South has fled
;

The croaking Tree Frog's voice is still.

We list in vain for Whip-poor- Wilt.

The Fire Fig with its sparkling liglit.

No more illumines the glade at night,

The Dragon Fig, with gauzy wings,

The Hornet with his pointed sting.

And many other insects gay.

Have with the Summer passed away :

The Turtle too has ceased to crawl

;

The Tumble Bugs to roll their ball

;

No more the Lizard sports around.
But hybernates beneath the ground

;

Beneath some stone, or in some brake
Lies hid the deadly Rattlesnake.

The sprightl3' Bat no longer sails

Around, when evening shade prevails.

The Crane, the Swallow, Rail, and Swan,
Have to a warmer climate gone :

Wild Ducks and Geese from Northern lake

A Southerly direction take.

The Beaver has retired to dwell

Within his ice bound citadel

;

Fair Flora's Summer reign is o'er.

Bright flowers bedeck the vale no more.
The woods and fields look quite forlorn.

The air feels chilly night and morn
;

All vegetation at a stand.

Denoting winter near at hand
;

Thus nature forcibly and clear.

Points out the seasons of the year.

And seems to say to great and small

—

A Providence reigns over all,

No matter where the power ma}' lie

—

Beneath the earth—above tbe sky—

•

A voice through all Creation cries :

The hook of Nature never lies.

PEPPEKCOKNf
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ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the week emling Nov. 9th, 1S7G.

KECENT ARRIVALS.

1 Quail {Ortyxvirginianus). Presented by Mrs. M. R. Swee-
ny, Pliila.

S Raccoons (PfOCjiO)? iVoi-). 2 Gre.at Horned Ov;\s {Buho vir-

(jinianus). Presented by J. D. Towner, Blount Spring, Ala.

1 Red-vailed Hawk [Buteo borealis). Presented by James P.

Massey, Phila.

2 Savens {UorvuscoraT). Presented by Joint L. Mnistre, Phila.

1 Malayan Tapir (Tapirus tnahi/nnu'i) 2 Yoiiiig Indian Kle-

]ihant {Ekphus indkux), 1 Black Leopard (Fdis juirdux), 1

Chacina Baboon (Cynoce/'/ielus porcurius) and 2 Eider Ducks
(Somateria molUssiiiia). Purchased.

2 Pournicr's Caproinys (Capromys pilorides). Born in the

garden.

1 Snowy Owl (Nycieanivea). Presented by Josiah Fitzgerald,

Phila.

Arthur E. Brown, Gen'l Supt.

TAMING THE TIMID TROUT.
FISH THAT BECAME FAMODS BECAUSE THEY WERE EDUCATED

—

HOW THET GRADUATED FROM THEIR NATIVE BROOK INTO

THE MUSEUM.

I -was much fonder when a little girl of taming animals than

of playing with my dolls, and had domesticated raccoons, mink,

squirrels, and even a hen-hawk which I kept chained to a tree

near my bed-room window. I never was much interested in fish

except when nicely browned and placed before me, until one day

my father spoke of catching some trout and trying to keep them

alive and tame them.

Springfield, Mass., as its name indicates, has many natural

springs, and our grounds of three acres had five or six, from

which the water flowed pure and cold during the hottest of summer
days. We selected a spring at the foot of the green terraces back

of the house, which, being hidden from the bright sun by the

overshadowing locusts, we thought would be "just the spot" for

some trout.

We had it dug out in square shape and sunk a wooden box 10

feet long, 8 feet wide, and three feet deep, and laid pipes to con-

duct the water in at one side and out at the other, as trout will live

in none but running water. Around the box we bnilt a kind of

platform, and enclosed this with the daintiest of white fences.

Grass plots in pretty designs and white gravelled walks com-

pleted the surroundings.

On the day appointed for our excursion we arose early and

learned from father that the weather was propitious and trout

would bite well.

We had decided to go to Cowslip Brook, four or five miles out

from Springfield, where the variety of trout was larjier, lighter

colored, and more brilliantly spotted than in other streams near

by. We had fine Limerick hooks ("the best for trout fishing),

from which we broke the barbs, so that the mouth of the fish

should not be lacerated. My brother, sister, and myself baited

the hooks with worms, but father, who was a skilled angler, used

an artificial fly. He cast it in a dark nook under a rock—for

trout are very shy and keep hidden away—and in a moment
swayed his rod towards the bank and floundered a beautiful trout

weighing about a quarter of a pound into the grass. We caught

him in our hands and put him safely in the fish kettle we had

made for the transportation of fish. It was made of tin, oblong

in shape, and held about three gallons of water. There were two

perforated covers that hinged across the center of the kettle and
lifted up from each end. The covers were without moulding, and

shut closely down into the top of the kettle two inches below the

edge, so that the water would not .«pill out with the motion of

the carri.age. We continued to fish for about four hours, and

caught nine trout, weighing from one ounce to one quarter pound

each, which we put in our spring.

We went out next morning to look for them, and not one conld

be seen. We thought they must h.ave been stolen, but father

suggested our poking under the platform with a stick ; which we
did, and they darted out into sight. We tried feeding them with

raw beef finely clioppcd, and they seemed to let it drop to the

bottom of the spring without eating
;
yet if we left them and re-

turned again we fonnd the meat had disappeared.

One day my brother Sam put a live pickerel among them " for

company," he said, and a few hours afterwards I found him
swimming about composedly with the tail end of a trout protrud-

ing from his mouth. It took him all day to swallow and digest

this morsel, and before his appetite came on again I had him
removed

.

Little by little our trout gained confidence, and in a few weeks

would eat the meat as soon as it was thrown into the water-

After a while they would come to the surface of the water when
any of the family appeared, and would dart back and forth sig-

nificantly until fed. If hidden under the plank we would whistle

or make a sharp sucking noise with the lips, and they would
come to the surface. We taught them to feed from our fingers

;

v/e would hold out the meat just above the water and they would

swim up and take it. But when feeding them thus they would

bite our fingers dreadfully. On one occa-ion I had the first finger

cut open the whole length. After this we put the meat on the

end of a bluntly sharpened stick, and by swaying it as they came
to the surface we taught them to leap out of the water a length

of two feet.

Through the middle of the spring was a cross-beam which

came to the top of the water, and we taught them to leap entirely

over this.

One male fish darker colored than the rest was intensely greedy

and never allowed the other fish a mouthful until he had taken

bis fill. They seemed to be afraid of him and kept out of the

way until he was satisfied. When of four pounds weight he

would eat two ounces of beef, and after he could not accommo-

date any more would continually take pieces into his mouth and

spit them out. After such a dinner he would lie comfortably and

lazily on the bottom of the spring for several hours.

They had young every year, but as is the case when not pro-

tected they were always devouri'd by the ])arenis.

The tame trout became very popular after a while, and after seve-

ral attempts were made to steal them we had them guarded by a

large watchdog. Nearly all people who visited Springfield came

to see the trout. There were persons from every State in the

Union, and from Europe and Canada. During the summer we
have had at many as 200 visitors on SnndHy.

We kept the trout for seven years, and they weighed from three

to five pounds. As they grew old they were less active—one

became blind and two lost their teeth, but they were always

attractive in form.

After a time the irrepressible Barnum.whom I had but just

forgiven for suggesting to my mother the propriety of exhibitini;

my fat baby brother at his " Baby Show," came along and oflTered

a high price for the trout. Feeling that wo could not keep them

comfortably during the fall and winter, as we were going to make
improvements on the place, we consented, with many regrets, to

let them go. When the bargain was closed we received with the

rest a small measure or so of complimentary tickets to the mu-

seum and lecture-room, a pleasure Mr. Barnum always indulged

in when he had made a good bargrin. The trout were on exhibi-

tion at the old museum for the winters and returned to us sum-
mers, as they could not live in the Croton water. They died

fiually, I really believe, from old age.

I. B. Roberts, in Groplih:
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ExcJ^^NqEs.
^[^^Advcrtiseinents under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de

rribin^f and olTeriiig for ExcUailiie only, will be allowed at 25 cents
Or eiich and every insertion. Kor every line extra 10 cents will be chaiged
|[^ir"''To EXCHANGK FOR CASH" Or "OREKNnACKS," "WANTKD A I'UROHASEl

ir '-WANTiiD AN ut't'KR,'" etc-, etc., cannot under any circumstances be admitted
o the Exchan^^ or ll'n,i( column.
Jt^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

J. UEBITIEISTICR, Box 163, Batavia, N. Y., will exchange 1 pair
of White Leghorns, and a trio of Chicks, lor u pair of Black Fans. None hut
first premium bird.'j wanted.

v.. «. McKINSTRV, Box 230, Uhicopce, Mass., h»s for exchange
a French Microscope, power 2,00U, 6,000 and 10,0H0 tijnes 20, 00 anil lOO
diameters, separates into 11 purts, frame polished bra*8, packed in a black
walnut case, with accompanying instruments lor works on Urawiug, I'uinting

or Astronomy.

KOBIiKT HOWAlio, North Adam^, Mass., will exchange Standard
White and Brown Leghorns, I'artridge and White Cochins, Dark and Light
Brahmas, Plymouth Rocks, and White-faced Black Spanish, for a fir.*t class

Btack-pied Pied Pouter Cock, or other Fancy Pigeons. None but A 1 birds

C. W. «UIG1V«IN, P. 11. Box 479, Warren. Pa., has lor exchange
trio P. Cochins, ^-arly hatch and line exhibition Birds, also 2 Brown-breasted
Ked Pit liens. Dead Game, for S. Duckivings, or B B. lied Game.

I.SAAC S. SCHADB, Tulpcnhncken, Berks Co., Pa., will exchange
21 pairs Partridge Cochins, value .j2.,5U per pair; 3 pairs G S. Uainburgs
value #2.50 per pair; 35 (.tolden and M .-'ilvcr Spangled Hamburg Cockerels
value .SI 25 each, for what olfcrs. Anj thing that will not eat.

WM. W. MOY BiK, ReUrersburg, Pa ,
will exchange one No. 1 Part.

C. Cock (cost S5.00), with 5 very fine Hens; 1 pair 0. S. llamburgs. Cock
took 1st prem. at Easton

; one pair Chicks, early hatch: aUo Cairier and
Fan tail Pigeons, for what offers.

H
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1. A Treatise on the Art of Breeding and Managing Tame, Domesticated,
and Fancy Pigeons ; by John Mattliews Eaton, and published by the author, 7

Islington Green, London. 1852 Illustrated.

The Treatise of 1858 is not wanted.
2. A set of Six Matchless Engraved Colored Portraits, Life Size, by Wo\-

stenliolme, viz: The Almond, BUck Mottle, Red Baldhead, Yellow-beard
Tumblers, Black Carrier, and Blue Pied English Pouter.
3 A colored Diagram, i^r a Plan of Building or fitting up a Pigeonary,

embellished with Tumblers, Pouters and Carriers.

We think there are several different diagrams, and would like all of them.
4 A set of six splendid Lite Size engraved Portraits of The Kancy Tov

Pigeons, colored, viz: The White Fantail, Yellow Jacobin, Silver Owl, Blue
Turbit, Black-mottled Trumpeter, and the Black Barb.

All of above pictures published by J. M. Eaton.
A liberal offer would be made for any of the above in good order.

Any information regarding John Matthew Eaton's life and works would be
gratefully received.

WM. GARDNER BARTON, Salem, Mass.

BOOKS TO SJPARK.
1. Handel's Israel in Egypt Novello's,

Ilaydn's Creation "
Mendelsohn's Elijah "
Meu.lelsohn's St. Paul Ditson^s.

Handel's Messiah "
Life and Writings of Charles Dickens, by Phebe A. Hanaford.
Peregrine I'ickle Geo. Routledge & Sons.

The Works of T. SmoUei U'e & Shepard.
The Portrait: a Romance of the Cuyahoga Valley. By A. G Kiddle.
The Sexes Here and Hereafter, by W. H. Holeombe, M. D.
Our Own Birds, bv Wm. L. Bailey.

The Romance of History : England. By H Neele.
Cyclopedia of the BestThoughtsof 0. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaine

BOOKS AVANTJED,
1. Nutfall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
y. Drake's Biographical Dictionary.
4. "Whii-p's Nnrural History of Selboume.
6. Walton's Comp'ete Angler.
6. Poems by "H. H."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Corners of Npw England.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, ^'nd mnny other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigenn Hooks.

Write to WM. GAR'>NIOK BAUTON, Siil^ni, Mas«.

roland, $1,25,

Iiondoii Fancy Canarict>. $l,-50'

-.'^^'^W

Dat k Vorhlng Ben $4 00

^%>m

T.aldhcad. $1.00.

Hens iiiirl C/ticli
$1.25.

"With Our Present Location and
Conveniences, "We Find Ourselves
unable to give

JOB PMNTIl^G

Our Personal Oversight. There-
fore, preferring not to be responsi-

ble for others, we decline all offers

of "Work until further notice.

WE CAN FURNISH

ELECTROTYPES
However, as per list. TAThereby

persons owning what they wish
to use, can have their w^ork done
at local offices, under their own
supervision.

Silver Grey Dorking Cock $4.00

Dark Dorking Cock 4.00

Dark Dorking Uen 4.00

Cuckoo Dorking Cock 4.00

Black Spanish Co -k 4.U0

Black Spanish Uen 3.00

Black Spanish Cock's Head 1.50

Scotch Terrier 2 50

Daschuud 4.00

iVhite Mice 1.60

I'lymouth Kock Cock 3.00

I'ljmouth Rock lieu 2.50

Geese 1.00

White Leghorn Cock 3.00

Belgian Canary luO

Hggs '5

White Leghorn lien 2.50

Dog's Head ' ^

Dog . '5

Sebright Cock (small ei/.e) 75

Aylesbury Ducks 3 00

Brown Leghorn Cock 3-00

Brown Leghorn lieu 2.50

.Mandarin Duck. 3.U0

Dark Brahma Cock 3.00

Dark Brahma Uen 2.50

London Fancy Canaries 1 oO

GuiueaPigs 3.U0

Wild or Canada Geese 3.U0

Wood or Summer Duck 3.00

Lop Kared Babbit 3.0U

Belgian Hare Babbit 3.00

Ligiit Brahma Cock 3.U0

Light Brahma lien 2.50

I'lGEONS.

Pair Pouters 2.50

" Blue Owls lii)

'* Carriers- ^-^

" White Barbs 1-50

" Baldhead Tumblers 1-50

" Nuns 13U

" Blue Owls 150
" Beard Tumblers 150

" Swallows 1.50

" Black Barbs 150

" Magpies 1 50

*
' Jacobin 1 50

" White Owls 1.50

I'autail 1.50

Small Daldh&id l.l'O

SuialMieard 1.00
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Edijof^i/^u

THE JOURNAL A MONTHLY!

We are dr.awing Vol. 3 of The Fanciers' Journal to a close.

When started in the Fall of 1873, we were hopeful that the hard

times ihen upon us would not be of long duration, that one season

would murk its duration, but instead of one it has lengthened to

three. The fanciers' world is one that has been sjieeially

affected. In many cases—in almost every case—the fancy has

been the recreation, the luxury in the working life, and one of

the places where, when retrenchment has been necessary,

retrenchment has been made. Many too, that would have

embarked in the fancy have been compelled to await a more pro-

pitious season. We could not have selected a worse time for our

enterprise, and consequently we have sunk much money. We now
propose tochango the issue to a monthly. We ares-till however of

the opinion that a weekly is a necessity to the fanciers of America
—and when the fanciers so realize, we shall be ready at a week's

notice to change once more to a weekly issue. Think of it fan-

ciers—Is it wonh your while ? Is it for your benefit that the inter-

est should be kept alive? Shall it be kept constant by frequent re-

ports ot the doings of the fancier's world, or is it enough that

once a month the spirit should be revived?

Is it worth anything to you to have a chance to bring your
stock before the public fifty-two times a year, or only twelve ? If

you have stock to sell, is it well to wait four weeks to make the

fact known, or is it better to ha^ e the stock sold, and your money
at interest before the monthly is issued ? What shall we say to

the fanciers abroad, that the fanciers in " the States " are unable

to support a weekly, or have not the intelligence to appreciate one ?

What cftbrt is required to make the Journal a success as a
weekly ?—one subscriber apiece for'each one of those whose names
are now upon our hooks. Having carried the paper through these

three years of financial distress, we feel unwilling to relinquish it.

we also feel it wrong to ourselves to attempt further if those most
interested see no necessity. Think this matter over !

TO THOSE LONG OUR DEBTORS

We would say—We have made arrangements for putting their

bills into the collector's hands on Dec. 1st. We hope the various

amts. due will be ready when called for. To those who have paid

up promptly both for subscription and advertising we return

thanks. Looking over our books we find many small amounts—
ridiculously small they may seem to ihose who receive the " Bal
due." But we would remind our patrons that five hundred bills of

50 cents each, amount to $250.

Those wishing to keep their Journals for binding, are hereby

warned to be careful of Nos. 1 and 44, Vol. Ill, as we have none of

either to spare. Parties having either, who do not care to bind

them, will confer a favor by returning them, especially the latter,

for which we will allow our regular sample price.

PLEASE NOTE

(Therehy saving time and trouble in the correspondence relating

to the show,) that E. H. Hartshorne, P. 0. box 2388, Boston,

Mass., is Corresponding Secretary of the Massachusetts Poultry

Association, not C. W. Chamberlain, who is Recording Secretary.

The Southern Tier Poultry Society will hold their next show

in Elmira, N. Y., January 10th to 13th inclusive, 1877. Premium
lists will be ready about Dec. 1st.

C. S. White, Secretary.

Elmiea, Nov. 15th.

The mail brings up the prize list and rules of the Central

Maine Poultry Association.

F. E. MoFadden, Secy.

With this we note the following slip :

" The Eastern Express Company will return FREE all poultry
sent by this company to the Centnil Maine Poultry Exhibition,
and the Maine Central Railroad will sell tickets, good for the
round trip, at two thirds the regular rates."

Showing the enterprise of th's new association and unusual lib-

erality upon the part of Express Co., and R. R. managers.

Also of the Venango Co. Poultry Society.

W. T. Bill, Secy.

One of their rules is worthy of special reading :

" The entire proceeds of the Exhibition after paying the ex-
penses thereof will be used to pay the prizes of the society as fol-

lows : Every first prize will be entitled to two parts and every
second prize ivill be entitled to one part or share of said prize

money, and all prizes will be paid promptly after the Exhibition.

Certificates in lieu of mon«y prizes will be given to exhibitors when
desired."

The Premium List, and Rules of the Rhode Island Poultry and

Colambarian Society, C. G. Sanford, Cor. Secy., is also received.

The premium list is good, and their combination premiums a new

departure. If the rules are carried out to the letter, fraud will

be impossible. Their sixteenth rule reads :

"Rule 16th.—In order to receive a 1st premium, birds must
score at least 170 points to the pair; a 2d piemium, birds must
score at least 160 points tothep.air; a 3d premium, birds must
score at least 150 points to the pair."

Also, MSS., from H. A. S.; Hans.Schneider, Jesse G.Dsrlington,

J. Y. Bicknell, T. G. G., Huon, Jas. M. Lambing, Guy S. Cutns,

Jas. McCann, Paul Logic, and others.
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PoJljf^y and PiqeoNs.

CENTENNIAL PIGEON DISPLAY.

Tlie srand international exliil)ition of poultry and pigeons, is

now one of the things of tl:e past—the display of pigeons was the

grandest ever made on tliis continent. We sometimes hear of

a litsiis naturce, a play of nature, where something in the an-

imal kingdom is produced which is not in accordance with the

ordinary course. In looking at the exhibition of pigeons in Pomo-
logical Hall, we could easily imagine that nature in sport had en-

deavored to show what a great variety of fantastic forms she

could produce in these birds, in the different arrangement of

feathers, some of which presented a most grotesque appearance,

in the curious appendages to the heads and hills of some, and in

the many shades of color. High class ? yes, indeed, Pouters, 19i

inches long—Fan tails, having 36 feathers—Carriers, worth five

hundred dollars a pair, and this price refused for them by the

gentleman who exhibited them—White Owls, hills so short that

it w.as a difficult thing to find them—Yellow Fans, noble birds,

the finest I ever saw—Barbs, one might wonder if they conid be

improved upon. Tlie i)rincipal exhibitors were: Colell, (Brook-

lyn, N. Y.,) Thurston, (New York City,) Long, (Philadelphia,)

Seavey, (Cambridgeport, Mass.,) Newell, (New York City,) Wil-

liams, (Taunton, Mass,,) Rommel, (Baltimore,) Erdman, (Phila-

delphia.) Morse, (Boston,) Scheld, (Brooklyn,) Grist, (Philadel-

phia,) White, (Chicopee, Miiss.,) Parker, (Philadelphia,) Bur
pee, (Philadelphia,) McKeen and Hulick, (Eas:on, Pa.,) Long,

(Lancaster, Pa.) Van Oiistal, (New York City,) Waefelacr,

(Hoboken, N.J.,; Schuchman, (New York City,) Cryer, (Eng-

land,) Cooper and Thomas, Canada. There were many others

who exhibited small collections, many of them showing fine birds

In regard to judging, I received my instructions from the

United States Centennial Commission Director, and although I

would have had the judging done the same way as in our local

shows, yet you might as well fight an express company as to

fight the Board of Centennial Commissioners ; so that is the end
of it. All exhibitors showing a meritorious pair of birds re

ceived a grand medal of award. I was informed by Gen. Walker,
that no part of the exhibition attracted as great attention as did

the show of pigeons.

I had the pleasure of gallanting the members of the Commission
through the different passage wiys, and pointing out to them
some of the most valuable birds, and they were astonished be-

yond measure. The valuation of the jiigeons exhibited was three

times that of poultry,—this is a fact beyond dispute.

Gen. Johnson of Massachusetts, who visited the exhibition,

W.1S highly pleased with the columbarian part of it. The Fan-

ciers' Centennial Supper took place on Wednesday evening, Nov.

1, 1876. There were many prominent pigeon men seated around

the table. Mark Pitman of Massachusetts, the honorable chair-

man of the boa'd of judges, made us all happy by his remarks
;

P. Williams of Massachusetts, acted as chairman ; and, well,—

I

shall be tempted to take unto myself a wife before I meet him at

Boston. - ...... ^

I was pleased to make the acquaintance of the Hon. Judge
Luce of Iowa. I do wonder if I have tliat name right—if not, I

will keep out of the way of the judge's cane. Now, fricn i Wade,
you must indulge me—one or two stories, too good to be lost,

must be handed down. One day during the show, Crosby of"

Connecticut came into the judge's room ; "Ah !" said he, " Luce,

the printeis have made a fearful mistake in thn special catalogue

of the dis|ilay of poultry—j'our name is printed Loose." "D
it," said the judge, raising himstlf up and shaking his cane, "the
next catalogue will have it printed, the Hon. Judge Louse of

Iowa." Tlie judge's room was next to the room that contained

the incubator. A lady opened the door one day—we were all

within—looking at Gen. Walker, she said, "is this the room
where they hatch ?" " No," said Walker, " this is where we set."

One word to those who will understand. Mark Piiman, stand

up—do you fiel Liisey or Lousey ? Oh, Mark ! the judge got

ahead of you on toddy. Well, like some pleasant dream, it is

over. The next Ccutenni il we will i-e—well, I hope, in heaven.

I cannot close this article without referring to the Sujierintend-

ent, Mr. J. E. Diehl ; he did all that he could to make the show
a success, and could he have hiid his own way, things would have

been different. The pigeon fanciers gave him a hearty vote of

thanl-s for his kindness to them. The grand medal of award
given by Mr. Burlingame of New York, was presented to Mr.

Colell of Brooklyn, N. Y., and he well deserved it.

(Prom the Philadelpliia Press.)

Yesterday the distribution of the i-pecial premiums offered by-

private individuals through the Centennial Commission, wa.s

made in one of the offices attached to Agricultural Hall, and was
the occasion of some inieresting formalities. The judges and a

number of the exhibitors having assembled, Mr.Mark Piiman, of

Massachusetts, chairman of the Group Jury, called the meeting

to order, and introduced Mr. W. T. Rogers, of Doylestown, Pa
,

the judge on pigeons, and Mr. L. Burlingame, the expert, en-

gaged to assist him. Mr. Rogers remarked that it had bei n his

province to act in the capacity of a judge on similar occasions

heretofore, but in all his experience he had never seen such a large

and valuable collection of birds as that which had been

gathered here, nor did he believe that any such display had ever

before been made in the States. He announced that the first

prize on the list, a fine gold medal, (valued at SlOO,) presented

by Mr. Burlingame, of New York, for the best collection of

pigeon.s, had been won by Mr. H. Colell, of Brooklyn. In

presenting the medal the speaker remarked that Mr. Colell had

done much to improve the breed of fancy pigeons in this country,

and that the valuable trophy had been fairly won. The second

prize of .a gold chain, (valued at S75,) presented by Messrs.

Wirth & Co., Brooklyn, for the best collection of Trumpeters

and Tumblers, was also won by Mr. Colell. Prize third, a

gold watch, also presented by Messrs. Wirlh & Co., for the best

variety of Pouters, of not less than six colors, was also awarded

to Mr. Colell. The prize for the best collection of Carriers, a sil-

ver cup, (valued at S.^0,) presented by Mr. Colell, was won by

Mr. J. 0. Thurston, of New York. Several other prizes of minor

value were also presented.

Tennent.
Doylestown, Pa.

COOKED POOD.
If any reader of the Journal will mix four or five quarts of

corn-meal with hot or cold water, mark its apparent quantity in

the wet state, and its apparent satisfaction to his fowls, and how

many it furnishes with a good square meal; and at another time

stir up the same quantity with luke-warm water and yeast powder.
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li'lting it .stand nver nifilit to rise, or some hours near a warm

stove, BTid I will warniiit liim tlie latter a better feed, better liked,

and that will goat least one third fariher. Mix this stiff enough

to pour, and bake not quite cuouj;li for human digestion. If you

have milk to sodden it wiih you wdl havereaelied (hvue phis ultra.

liakc slow, and as loafy as possible.

A neighbor of mine has lost 150 fowls this past summer with a

disease he describes as niiinifesting a dark jiurple face and comb,

S|iriiiging suddenly u]) or forward several feet and dropping stone

dead. He has seen a hen go on a nest, lay an egg, spring oft' and

drop dead. What is it 1 P. VVklcu.

SOLID TURBITS.

Some ten or twelve years ago in buying some pigeons from a

Mr Stunz, of Baltimore, 1 found a Solid Blue Tarbit, and though

it was not a well bred bird, and had a common look, 1 then and

there caughtthe Solid Tnrbit fever. I left orderswith all the fan-

ciers and dealers within reach of Philadelphia, for Solid Turbits,

but none were to be found. After a time Mr. More fold me a

small nearly solid cock. Soon after I found a hen in the loft of

Mr. \V. W. Clark, 1213 North 3d St., Phila., that had been bred

by Caspar Heft, a bird good in color e.xcept the breast, which was

a little red, like a robin's. I mated the pair, and purchased a very

few imperlect birds. From this stock, by patience and persever-

ance, I built up a loft of thirieen birds, ten of which were extra

line specimens. Only those know how much I thought of this lot

of birds that have been through the same expi-rience. I was sorry

to part with them, but when the Oak Lane yards were b oken np,

it became necessary. I offered them for sale, but strange to say

a purchaser could not be found for this rare collection, until

Messrs. McKeen & Hulick came forward and took thematSlO

each.

These gentlemen exhibited the birds at Springfield last winter,

where two pairs were sold to S. C. Colt, of Hartford, for *1(J0^

Messrs. McKeen & Hulick write me that they have been very suc-

cessful in lirecding these birds, and havea fine loftall true to color.

—Editor.

PIGEONS.
Continued from page 539.

Soft meat is a sort of milky fluid or pap secreted in the craw of

pigeons, by the wise providence of Nature, against the time when

it will be wanted for the nourishment of their young. In all prob-

ability, from instinct, the pigeons eat a great quantity at this

time, and the grain goes through a certain process in their crops,

which produces the pap or soft meat in question. This they have

the power of throwing up at will, and, in feeding, they eject it from

their own bills into those of the yoting ones, the bills of which are

taken into their own. This kind of I'eediug continues six or seven

days, when the old ones begin to mix some harder food with it,

until at length they feed with whole grain. When the time ap-

proaches for the hen to lay, the cock is often seen driving her from

place to place, not suffering her to rest anywhere but in her nest,

apparently from an instinctive apprehension that she may drop

her egg in an improper place.

Food.—Pigeons are entirely gramniveroUs, and very delicate and

cleanly in their diet ; they will sometimes eat green vegetables

in particular, warm salads, and are extremely fond of seeds.

Tares and the smallest kind of horse beans, commonly called pigeon

beans, are both the best and cheapest food for pigeons, but the

pulse should always be old, that is to say, of the previous year ; as

the new will scour pigeons, as well as any other kind of live

stock. Seeds are occassonally given to pigeons, as a warming

and stimulant diet; but according to my experience they gi'eatly

prefer -rape and canary to hemp seed'. It has been remarked,' that

beans sodden in salt water scour pigeons equally wiih new beans,

and, in a voyage, suflbring them to drink sea-water will soon kill

them although so generally benefited by salt, an excess of it is

fatal as is also to vegetation, promoted as that is by a moderate

quantity.

In most publications on thesubject of pigeons, a dangerous mis-

take has been made in a term applied to beans. Small ticic beans

are recommended, instead of small horse beans. Now the tick or

hi'lwell (in the western phrase), are the larger of the two common

field varieties, and besides being inferior in quality, are loo large

for pigeons, which have been som times choked even with the com-

mon sized horse beans ; on which account, the smallest possible

liould be procured, whence such are termed in the market ac-

counts, " pigeon beans." Pease, wheat, and buckwheat, or brank,

are eaten by pigeons; but should be given only in alternation, not

as a consU\nt diet. The same of seeds ; they yet prefer wheat.

The strong scent of cummin, and flavor of coriander seeds

are said to have an alluring eflect upon ihe olfiictory nerves and

palate of these birds; as also the scent of asafoitida, and o her

powerfully odoriferous drugs ; and that the use of fumigations

of such, in the dovecote, will not only attract the pigeons to their

home, but allure strangers, which may be wandeiing in search of a

habitation.

To be Continued.

SANGAMON COUNTY FAIR.

We are advised by the Secy of the awarding of the following pre-

miums to those of our subscribers exhibiting at the Sangamon Coun-

ty fair, held at Springfield, 111., Sept , 1876.

Phil. M. Springkr, Springfield :— 1st on each Lt. B. fowls

and chicks ; special for largest, and finest display ; special for best

1 male, and 3 females, each fowls and chicks.

W. H LiGiiTFOoT, Springfield :—Buff' C. chicks, 2d ; 1st and

2nd, Dominiquechieks, S S. Hamburg chicks, B. H. Game chicks,

Bl'k. C. chicks, Duekwing G. chicks; 2d, Buff C. chicks, Sebright

Bantam chicks, and B R. G. fowls, W. Guinea fo*ls, Pekin

Ducks; 1st, Toulouse Geese, and 1st, and 2d, White China

Geese, with specials for largest and best display of each Bantams,

Game Bantams, Geese, waterfowls; also for best 1 male and 3

female R. G. Bantams.

C. Becker, Springfield,—1st and 2d, Blk. Spanish ; 1st for

W. Leghorn chicks.

Chas. Bressmer,—2d, W. L. chicks ; 1st, S. S. Hamburg

chicks, with specials for best 1 male and 3 females S. S. H. and W.

L. chicks ; and best pair S. S. Hamburgs.

J. L. CoNNELLT, Harristown,— 1st, Sebright Bantam chicks; 1st

and 2d, Cayuga Ducks ; 2d, Toulouse Geese.

Goodrich Lightfoot, Springfield— 1st Embden Geese.

WHY FARMERS KEEP POOR.

A recent writer says : Alter long observation I have come to

the conclusion that a great majority of the farmers that are poor

might have made money. If you inquire into their business hab-

its, you will find that they always sold the best and kept the poor-

est. For instance, if they have too many sheep on hand, they pick

out the best to be sold. If you ask them why they do so they will

say, " Because they bring twice as much as the others, and I am
hard up, just now, for money. I know that it is not a good plan,

and I do not intend to follow it always. 1 think the habit of sell-

ing the best is a very poor plan for any man, I don't care what

his circumstances may be. I have a man in my mind now, who

always sells his poorest sheep for more than twice as much as the

average farmer gets fur his best. I have seen farmers in the flill

pick out their best pigs to fatten, because they would make a few

more pounds of pork than the others. This I call very poor

economy. -'''.;
'

•
•

'
'
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GAME BANTAMS.
I believe that every true poultry fancier, after going the rounds

and testing the qualities, pro and con, of every variety of fowls,

almost invarialjly settles down upon one of ihem, wliich to his

mind embodies the qualities most essential to his requirements.

This, at least, is my own experience. After years of experience

with Cochin, Brahma, Spanish, Hamburg and Mongrel, I have

come to the conclusion that for the best return in eggs and meat

for the cost of production, our little Game Bantams will carry off

the palm. Some may think ih:m too small, and their eggs too

diminutive for use or profit, but for broilers tliey cannot be sur-

passed, and tliere is no poultry flesh of better quality or flavor.

and what has been said of their eggs by the English fancier,

" Wiltshire Rector," that "the first half of a boiled egg is the

best, and in the Bantam egg we have the first half, ' is as good and
sound as when it was penned. But setting aside all questions of

profit and loss, there are none of the many varieties of the poul-

try family which embody within a given compass, so much social

quality, so much independence of character, or so much intelli-

gence as these diminutive specimens. Look with me for a mo-
ment at the little group beneath my window, just starting out

for their morning walk. Unconfined by fence or lattice, they

range at will, and as they stop at my call, show me if you can a

more perfect group, in all the essentials of poultry beauty. As
they gaze at me with their upturned faces, I read the intelligence

of more than brute nature in their sympathetic eyes, for I am
aware of a sympathy existing between myself and them, and
they also know of tliat sympathy, and express their knowledge
to me in all their acts and motions. See that proud and gallant

cock as he struts about with an almost human vanity. Do you
not suppose hira conscious that he is the center of attraction ? or
again look at that favorite pullet, carrying herself so modestly,

a perfect beauty in form, color, and grace, and yet apparently

unconscious of her charms.

From its earliest infancy the Game Bantam presents the strong-

est claims to the attention of the fancier. During the first week
of its existence its seeming helplessness draws largely upon our
sympathy, and as it approaches its maturity, the exquisite sym-
metry of its form, the brilliancy of its plumage, and the exceed-

ing gracefulness of all its movements render it an object of un-

rivalled beauty.

With regard to judging Game Bantams, I must, at the risk

of Seeming impertinent, take sbme ex'^Bptions to the methods

now in vogue. I think too much stress has been placed upon cer-

tain points, and too little upon others. We seem to have forgot-

ten that the days of cuckfigluing have passed away and that our
birds, both Game and Bantam are not reared for the pit, and
should no longer be judged from the cocker's standpoint. Beau-
ty of form and color has been too often made secondary to

fighting qualities. This, to my mind, is all wrong. The first

point in importance, in my judgment, in the Game Bantam is

style; second, color ; and third, size, and so on. Consult any
breeder of note or experience, and he will tell you how much
more easily he can produce birds of good color and size, than he

can birds of good stylish carriage, and how much easier it is to

produce birds of small size, than those of good plumage, there-

fore I give preference to those points which are most difficult of

attainment. I have seen one of the best, if not the best Bantam
I ever saw, entirely overlooked by the judges, at one of our

most prominent shows, and left without a commendation. In

form lie was simply perfect, in style he surpassed every other

bird in his class, and in color he rivalled the hues of a sunset

sky, and yet he was passed by for no ostensible reason, unless it

was that he was not sufficiently gamey to meet the requirements

of a false taste, which must sacrifice beauty, and brilliancy of

color and form, to mere fighting qualities; such blunders on the

part of our judges naturally give credence at times to the charge

that our shows are managed for the benefit of the ring, and not

for the purpose of bringing out the best types of the various

classes of our birds. W.
»--.

THE SPANISH FOWL.
BT W. J. NICHOLS.

VI.

—

Trimming.

The disqualification of some Spanish chickens at Oundle for

being over trimmed, and also of two cocks for having had their

combs cut, clearly shows that even exhibitors and breeders of

these birds are in some doubt as to how far these practices are

allowed; and as I have only alluded to these matters very briefly

in my previous articles, I now propose giving my views on trim-

ming, so that, if possible, there may be a more definite settlement of

these questions. I do not wish to be thought egotistical, or desire

to dictate to gentlemen who were breeding and exhibiting before I

was born; but I wish simply to express my opinions, and if any

of my readers differ with me, I hope they will freely express their

views.

The extraction of the small feathers and hairs from the face of

Spanish has now been allowed by all judges for many years, and

it undoubtedly adds vastly to the appearance of the birds, as every

exhibitor is fully aware ; he also knows that it is useless for him

to exhibit a bird in its natural state, for it would most certainly

be unnoticed. Such being the case, there is nothing dishonest or

fraudulent in trimming tliese birds within certain limits. The
question which naturally suggests itself is, to what extent may
trimming be done without running the risk and disgrace of being

diiqualified. I have seen birds irimmed to such a degree that

not a single hair could be seen between the comb and the bottom

of the face, and the skin above the white was quite discernible,

and yet these birds have been awarded prizes. Occasionally

birds are seen with tlie white reaching to the base of the comb,

but never "a quarter of an inch up the comb itself" (the italics are

not mine), as was recer.tly stated in an article on trimming in a

contemporary. The white is sometimes seen in very small

patches on the comb, but these are very rare cases indeed, and no

one at all acquainted with the subject would think of calling

this "genuine white face." White it is, but certainly no part of

the face. In speaking of the face is meant the white between the

base of the comb and the bottom of the jaw bone; and when this

s properly trimmed for exhibition there should be a anrrow rear-



November 27, 1876.] THE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. 549

gin of black leathers nmning between the base of the comb and

the white. This should commence well in front of the eye, close

to where the white starts from the beak. At first, tliere should

be a single feather, the number of the feathers and the width of

the black gradually increasing as it approaches the back of the

head, until the outline finally terminates in the lobe. The great

thing to do in trimming Sp.anish is to cause the face to have the

appearance of being larger than it really is, and this can only be

done by giving the white a well-defined outline, and a good arch

over the eyes, and the removal of every hair or feather out of the

face ; always remembering that on no account should the trim

ming go beyond the white, for if this be done, then the birds

ought to be disqualified.

Witli regard to cut combs, I think hardly a moment's considera-

tion of the subject is required to see how bad the principle is in

awarding prizes to birds mutilated in this way. If Spanish fan-

ciers are allowed to exhibit cocks with combs cut to prevent them

falling over while at a show, why should trimming, and dyeing,

and .all the many other swindling tricks be objected to in other

classes? I cannot see any diflferenee in the act or object between

cutting the comb of a Spanish cock, and in plucking the hocks

of a Brahma or Cochin. Both are "fraudulent practices," and

yet of late we have seen the plucked bird disqualified, while those

with cut combs have been awarded prizes. I think the matter

only wants to be brought to the notice of the judges for them at

once to see how unfairly they have been acting to exhibitors who
show their birds in a natural state ; and I do hope we shall not

again see Spanish cocks with their combs cut, winning prizes,

even if we have to give up something in the qu.antity of the face

and lobe, for this can be well afforded. This brings mo to cutting

the face. I do not object to this so strongly, because in many
cases it is absolutely necessary that pieces of the white should

be removed to enable the bird to see to eat; but I have no

liking, as I have already stated, for these heavy-faced birds, and

much prefer one with a moderate quantity of white of a fine

quality, with a neat comb, good carriage, and full activity.

—The Country.

ANIMAL LIFE.

]?ew men engaged in the practical walks of life are so intimately

associated with nature as the farmer. He has to deal every day

with a great variety of domestic animals, while at the same time

he is constantly favored with opportunities to study the liabits and

peculiarities of animals in a wild state, in the fields and the forests.

An intelligent, observing farmer is a practical zoologist. He has

a wider range of knowledge, and greater mass of facts about ani-

mals, birds, reptiles, fishes, and insects, than most other men, and

this knowledge is technically called zoology. Almost every kind

of knowledge, when it is classified, seems to end in some ology.

Zoology treats of animal life, and is a science of the utmost inter-

est, but of vast extent and difficulty. The general system of clas-

sification in this great kingdom of nature, and the natural history

of the more common animals, with some knowledge of their com-

parative structure, should be familiar to every well educated per-

son. The zoologist, in applying his knowledge to agriculture,

would, as an entomologist, discourse of useful insects, like the silk-

worm and the honey-bee, their habits, diseases, and proper treat-

ment under the varying circumstances of their existence ; or he

would point out the injurious insects, the borers, caterpillars, and

beetles, and inform us what to do for protection against their dep-

redation. As an ichthyologist, he would reveal the mysteries of

the new branch of farming, the breeding of fish ; and as an orni-

thologist, he would give us an insight into the structure and hab-
its of domestic and other birds. He should also teach the history
and peculiarities of the different breeds of mammals, which have
resulted from domestication, and the principles by which varieties

are to be produced or preserved.

—

Ploughman.

TO HUON.
I, for one, wish to say that I have often seen and shot skunks in

broad day light, when they were traveling about in the woods, and
also have killed ten times as many skunks in the winter as I ever

did in the summer, and I have repeatedly seen them out after very

heavy snow storms, when the snow was a foot deep, hunting for

rabbits and quail.

Their holes are always crooked, and at all angles.

I say their scent is used as a mode of defense, and offense, as I

will now relate.

One day a friend and I were sitting on a fence near some brush,

resting ; we had been hunting, and had our guns in our hands.

While there a very large old skunk walked out of the brush, came
directly towards us, and when about sixteen feet from us wheeled

around and fired his artillery. The charge did not reach us, but

we could smell it, and it smelled so strong it made us sick. A
good charge of No. six shot soon ended that skunk's short but

ugly life. Would also say that this happened about noon.

If Huon will come out here I will be pleased to show him a

skunk running at large, and he can undertake to catch it alive,

and see if it is a ducky or turtle-dove.

One more ax to grind, and I am done through. The great

Audubon says that the muskrat is a hibernating .animal, and that

its habits are strictly nocturnal. That is not so in this part of the

U. S., as I have shot them at all times, in the winter, in broad day
light, and expect to kill lots of those very identical varmints this

coming winter. Wing Shot.

VAT I KNOW APOtJT SKUNDKS.
Veil, you like do hear me apoud dot skundks, doud it. In dis

hart mit der Unided Sdates, he vos of infernal habits, and ranks

high as a sheneral in der army, tos so sdrong as a elephands. Ycu
can dole any dime ven he around vos come, id makes no madder

of you dond see 'em, his fragrance is vasted mit der midnight airs

efry dime. Ven you look of him, " disdance lends enshantment

mit der views." As bouldry fanciers dey vos sucksess, eggs like-

vise. My broder-by-law, he come oud do see me from Bosdon,

ond ve gou out mit a gunning, ond apoud den mit dee clock we
find a, peaudifid lidMe skunks; he told me " vat you call dot small

liddle fillers, how dame he v.as." I dole him shood id kwick as

der duyfel. He shod im. I dold him pedder hedook him mit us.

He dook mit him along. Dot poor broder-by-law had do bury his

glothes for dree veeks afore Eichard vas himselfs again. Of you

cot a bad cold der skunk don't seem so pat, put if you suttenly

come on do von "dersweed by and by" for some dime vill dell der

company you vos peen in. Der animals vos liddle, " bud oh gosh."

Dot vos all I know about era. Berhaps some gendlemens vat has

had something do do mit em gan dold in de tail more as I gould

miself. Yours, mit fragrances,

Hans Schneider.
SWITZERKASBTOWN, Pa.

A Trap for Skunks.—A barrel balanced on the bilge over a

pole, about seven inches high, with open end brought down to

the ground, and bait put in bottom. The skunk will walk into

the open end, and when he gets past the middle the barrel will

right upon the bottom, leaving the skunk a prisoner. This has

often been tried successfully.

—

Canada Farmer.

There is one thirg about a hen that looks like wisdom—they

don't cackle much until they have laid their eggs. Some folks

are always bragging and cackling what they are going to do

beforehand.
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WHAT THE SPAREOWS SAID.

- BY GUY S. CUTnS.

We had some bright, pleasant days in November, yes in No-

vember, and on one of them, a day when the sky was beautifully

bright, and as tender as the memory of .in old love story, a day

in fact which seemed so un-Novemberish, that some thought it

must have dropped out of the calendar and fell in the wrong-

place. On such a day I was tucking in their cosy winter beds,

my usual number of hyacinths, tulips, polyanthus, jonquils, nar-

cissus, lilies, and other Dutch bulbs (I don't mean German, as

it is so much the habit of the unthinking to call everything Ger-

man "Dutch," but regular Hollanders) ; not forgetting that dear

Swiss patriot, tlie crocus, which in February is said to be "a
flower."

[A word, if it is not too late, dear friends, about planting your

bulbs. The reason that so many of them never come to flower,

(as I have heard you say), may be two-fold. Firstly, your ground

is not properly prepared ; secondly, you, perhaps, plant them too

dee])ly. Nothing produces better flowers than three parts good

leaf mould, taken from some old woods where the leaves have

been rotting for ages, and a fourth part a mixture of unwashed

sand and soil taken from under good rich sod. As for the plant-

ing, I know the books say, four inches deep for hyacinths, and

three inches for tulips, jonquils, and other bulbs, but I have been

a practical grower of them for years, and have had much success,

and I have never planted them quite three inches deep, but have

rather trusted to plent_v of bed clothing, which can be taken off

whenever the warm sun of spring falls upon them.]

While I was spading up and pulverizing the ground, a pair

of sparrows lit upon the fence near me and began twittering, and

chirping in the most earnest manner, which I soon found was a

regular parlez vous which seemed to run in this wise

:

Mrs. Sparrow—"Wonder what he is doing?"

Mr. Sparrow—" He's going to plant flowers, and next spring

we will have a fine time feeding on the young buds, leaves, and

petals."

[True, you little pirates, you do that same in the spring and

make sad work of our young tulips and hyacinths. But I know
how to prevent you, I shall cover my beauties over with a fine

wire screen, the interstices of which shall be too small for you to

get your sparrow bodies through, and too far above the flowers

for your sparrow bills to reach them, and thus will I save my pets

from your depredations.]

As my work went on, more and more sparrows came, until

there was quite an assemblage of the little brownies, and great

now was the chirping and twittering from all sides of the garden.

At last my bulbs were all in bed, well tucked in, the last pat of

the spade given, and then I commenced to pull down the old

vines,—morning-glories, black-eyed-Susans, cypress, Mexican and

Colorado vines, balloon plants, and divers other creeping things,

which had, during the long summer, made a verdant and

flowering wall on three sides of the garden.

[Those who have not tried know not how beautiful the garden

may be made by thus planting the trailing, creeping, and climb-

ing plants so close together, that the result will be a green

wall dotted with red, white, blue, and yellow flowers, and which

will seem to grow right up, perpendicularly from your flower

beds or grass plat. Try it friends, next summer
!]

At the first rip of the vines, there was a general exclamation

among the sparrows.

Mrs. Sparrow—" What is he doing now, pray 1

Mr. Sparrow—" Why, I declare, he is pulling down all those

vines wliich yet contain so many seeds, from which we have had
60 many good meals, and expected to get more !"

Eip, rip at the vines—I wanted them you see for bed-quilts for

my bulb-beds. " Dear ! dear !" twittered the sjjarrows, " what
shall we do 1 the cruel winter is coming, the snow will lie deep on
the ground, covering all our food uj)—no one will think of us,

and we shall surely starve"—said all the sparrows in chorus.

Rip, rip went more vines—" See," said the sparrows, "he's

even going to ])ull down those which have run up on our houses,

which made them beautiful all summer, and which are yet so full

of nice seed !—Please good man ! listen to us—please do !"

"Well!" said I,—you see I began to understand sparrow lan-

guage—"Well !"

" Please don't pull alt down. Leave us at least the covering

on our houses, or we may leave you, and not come back in the

spring, when you so much want us to rid you of the measuring

worms and ugly caterpillars—please don't pull all down !"

"Beloved sparrows," said I, "so be it. The dead vines on

your houses with their ripe seeds shall remain, until you have

feasted on all the seeds or the chill winds of winter shall blow

them away."

And then such a chirping, such a twittering as there was in

that sparrow throng, you never heard, as they all in one voice

returned thanks. There now the vines remain, and there they

may remain until the last seed has been utilized, and I hope that

the sparrows in reminding me of their wants, will remind others

of the cold and scanty days, now coming, for the feathered tribes

who live in large cities.

This is what the sparrows said to me on that bright November

day.
•--»

HINTS ON HOME ADORNMENT.
In preparing autumn leaves, I have found that when var-

nished or oiled they seem more liable to catch the floating parti-

cles of dust ; ironing them in any quantity is laborious, and I

think gives them a less natural look ; while if laid in books

(books not wanted for every day's reading or reference), and left

in press undisturbed a few weeks, the result will be entirely satis-

factory. A special word as to Ferns. These should be placed

very carefully in press as soon as possible after gathering, and

allowed to remain there until wanted for use. These always re-

quire delicate handling, as they are very brittle and easily spoiled.

Do not omit the little things you find about home in your walks

or rides; gather bunches of green Oats and Rye, the feathery

Grasses, the late bronzed leaves of the Blackberry and perpetual

Rose, and even the despised weeds, and to these add some green

leaves of Ivy, Maple, or any convenient sort by way of contrast,

and you will find yourself amply repaid for your trouble by the

additional airiness and grace given to your bouquets. When the

dark and stormy days of winter come, get together your treasures,

and with a bottle of mucilage, pasteboard cut into various shapes

for backgrounds, a strong needle and thread, by the exercise of

your artistic taste in arranging and making-up of your adorn-

ments, you will find a pleasant occupation, and be enabled to

brighten up your rooms to the admiration and enjoyment of all

your household.

I do not know that I can give you any better ideas for the

arrangement of your leaves than by describing my parlors.

On entering the front room the first thing that strikes the eye is

a group composed of two crescent-shaped pieces running into

each other, formed of the deeply indented brown Oak leaves,

mingled with various colored leaves and Ferns, and dried Oats

and Grasses fastened in here and there by a drop of mucilage,

the ends terminating with long Ferns or sjjrays of Sumach.

Between the front windows is a differently shaped cluster with
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plenty of large Ferns forming the outline and filled up with a

diversity of leaves. In my rambles in autumn I secured some

long branches of the Briar-wood Vine bearing full bunches of

dark purple, almost black berries ; these draped in tangled masses

thickly intermingled with the berries of the Bitter-sweet Vine,

and Star-oak Imrrs are trained along the cords over a ]>icture in

the opposite end of the room, and also over a favorite little

chromo which hangs in a recess above a stand of Tradeseantia,

that most satisfactory plant which grows so luxuriantly in spite

of stove heat and illuminating gas. Around the cords of another

picture is trained a long spray of wild Clematis, with its featheay

seed pods, looking as if a breath would blow them away, while in

reality they make a permanent decoration.

Over a crimson bracket supporting one of Rogers' statues is

a large half wreath composed entirely of Ferns in variety, as

green and fresh as when in their native haunts, and on a dark

carved corner bracket stands a slender white vase of Ferns and

Sumach, while from the base of the bracket floats the grey Flor-

ida moss, so soft and filmy, interspersed with our crimson north-

ern berries. For the mantel I have a small vase of Ferns with a

delicate butterflj- hovering on it, and a pair of panel pictures.

'Ah ! but those are painted,' is the exclamation of visitors. No,

they are not painted, they are nature itself. Not having the gift

of painting, and determining not to be outdone, I again drew

upon leafy treasures. I procured two thoroughly-dried boards of

the desired size, and had them painted black, sandstoned, and

varnished. I then selected the tiniest, brightest, and most perfect

leaves and Ferns, and arranged them in groups upon my panels,

attaching them carefullj-^ with mucilage, then covered them with

glass the exact size of the boards ; the edges were bound together

with narrow strips of black paper, such as is used by bookbind-

ers.

My crowning attraction is our window, the admiration of all

beholders. It opens into a small library with a glass roof, which

admits light sufficient to make it as lovely by day as by night

with a strong gaslight behind it. I procured from the stationers

a piece of oiled tracing rau,slin the exact size of the individual

panes, and filling the lower half of the window, which consists

of two large panes of plate glass, the muslin giving the appear-

ance of ground glass. In one pane I have a border of Ferns, in

the center a bunch of Ferns with a few colored leaves and deli-

cate sprays of Grass. In the other is a large bouquet of exquisite

leaves of every shade intermixed with Ferns, Grasses, and Oats,

surrounded by a half wreath of Ferns and green leaves, termin-

ating on each end half way down the picture with a leaf of the

long pointed walking Fern, and tlie whole is a marvel of beauty.

This window is not only a picture to all but it is a memory and

a token of friendship. I have a dozen varieties of Ferns, and

some of these are joyous reminders of pleasant friends found

among the mountains. Some are a tribute of affection gathered

by a friend, while those curiously-spotted Maple leaves and other

brilliant beauties came from the granite hills of New Hampshire,

and the remainder from different portions of New Jersey."

—N. Y. Tribune.

Tis well to walk with a cheerful heart,

Wherever our fortunes call.

With a friendly glance and an open hand,

And a gentle word for all.

Since life is a thorny and difficult path.

Where toil is the portion of man.

We all should endeavor, while passing along,

To make it as smooth as we can.

An accomplished Indiana girl calls hay "grass a la mowed.'

THE GLORY OF THE AUTUMN WOODS-

J. M. MCCANN.'

" Tears, idle tears, I_know not what they mean,3

Tears from the depths of some divine despair

Eise in the heart, and gather to the eyes,

In looking on the happy Autumn fields,

And thinking of the days that are no'more."

Beautiful the 'spring when all things are awakening from the

slee]) and dreams of winter—the red buds are swelling—the early

flowers unfolding their many colored petals—the snow drifts white

on the northern hills, but melting slowly into crystal streams,

and silver water-falls as the golden chariot of the sun is driven

higher and higher through the fields of the sky—when the birds

are glittering in scarlet and blue and gold, and their melody goes

up from every tree and flowering shrub—many tuned hymns of

praise to the Giver'of Life.

" In the spring a fuller crimson comes upon the robin's breast

;

In the spring the wanton lapwing gets himself another crest."

Beautiful the summer—the noon of the year—when spring has

grown into manhood, the grass lands are green and the wheat

fields are gold, and the flowers are everywhere—exhaling the

odors of paradise and preaching the poetry of God.

There is a glory in the autumn woods when the leaves are

turned to flowers—gold and crimson, emerald, brown and scarlet,

and the garlands hang everywhere under the arching branches

—beautiful as pictures by " the grand old masters."

The sugar maple is a blaze of crimson glory, and the tulip tree

is covered over with cloth of gold—the beech is still green as in

the happy summer time, and the oak is clothed in sober blown.

Far off upon the mountain tops cedar and pine look gloomy and

black—forming a back ground dark and beautiful for the glory of

color that lies before them. The squirrels are merry in the wood,

and the quail form happy families in the stubble fields. The early

frosts have given to the hares again the strength the summer's sun

had stolen from them, the music of the hunter's horn is heard

among the hills and they bound away before the hounds mad with

the love of life. We call them timid, yet the lion would be no bolder.

The painted leaves come down in showers, spreading carpets over

all the wood land, and the wild ferns ])eep up through them—beauti-

ful as marine plants upon a shell-paved shore. Scarlet berries

gleam among the dying foliage, and hang on slender vines over

the laughing waters. The cardinal darts among the gloomy pines

like a red meteor, "trailing light," over the storm clouds, and

the blue bird sings in mournful notes—" winter is coming."

" Little mosses, golden mosses," cover the rocks with beauty, and

spread over the sunny banks like fairy gardens.

The grapes hang in purple clusters from the vines, and the

hickory trees are crowned with nuts. The dove sits silently upon

the withered tree, free from all danger of the hunter's gun—to the

Persi.ins they were sacred birds—the wild Indians would not harm

them for they thought that the souls of the departed rested like

jewels in their breasts. The robin loves the orchard best, and

flies from field to wood—a happy bird, for the old legends tell us

that he covered his breast with blood in tearing a thorn fi'om the

crown of Christ ; and you know that he covered the little children

over with leaves when they were left to die in the wood. The breeze

goes by and tosses out the golden acorns from their beautiful

carved cups. The earth is laying up a store of seed, and the

summer's sun will kiss them into leaf and flower.

A melancholy haze is over every thing, and the Indian summer

fills all the land with a dreamy beauty—the old year is dying

—

fading, fading into the pitiless winter. The frozen dew drops are

scattered over every wood and meadow. The glory has faded

from the painted leaves and all are brown. The summer birds

with their plumage stained with the hues of the rainbow, and the
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sunset, have left the noi'thern woodlands and gone to climes where

winter never comes. Over the mountains—over the sea the

feathered armies 8y by myriads—away, away to

" That land where the lemon trees bloom

—

Where the gold orange glows in the deep thicket's gloom,
Where a wind ever soft from the blue heaven blows,
And the groves are of myrtle, and laurel, and rose

—

Kuowest thou it ^
"

F\inii\\f\ Science.

Contributions to this departjiient respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—We copy the following from the fly-leaf of an old book on

ornithology formerly owned by our contributor, Peter Peppercorn.

" The study of Natural History is pleasing in youth, delightful in

manhood, and a solace in old age. As, when we are no longer able

to traverse the woods and fields, we may sit and recall the scenes

of the past, and ponder over the wonderful works of Nature."

FASCINATION—PHOCA IN ANSWER TO J. M. Jl'cANN.

Continued from page 541.

From " Goods' Anamalia."—" Some years since Mr. Ritten-

house, an accurate observer, was induced to suppose from the

peculiar melancholy cry of a red-winged maize-thief, that a snake

was at no great distance from it, and that the bird was in distress.

He threw a stone at the place from which the cry proceeded, which

had the effect of driving the bird away. The poor animal how-

ever immediately returned to the same spot. Mr. Rittenhonse

now went to the place where the bird alighted, and, to his great

astonishment he found it perched upon the back of a large black

snake, which it was pecking with its beak.

At this time the snake was in the act of swallowing a young

bird, and from the enlarged size of the reptile's belly, it was

evident that it had already swallowed two or three other young

birds. After the snake was killed the old bird flew away. Mr.

Rittenhouse says that the cry and actions of the bird had been

precisely similar to those of a bird, which is said to be under the

influence of a serpent."

I myself, have repeatedly seen Black snakes driven from trees

by both blue-jays and red-squirrels.

As to the evidences in support of the theory of fascination, we

have the same stereotyped list of authorities and incidents,

recorded in all Natural Histories. In the examination of many

works I find in support of the theory, nothing newer, and but

little in addition to the evidences quoted by Mr. McCann. Does

it not seem a coincidence, that with the decline of credulity and

superstition and the dawn of rigid scientific investigation and

scrutiny, that there should be no new evidence adduced in sup-

port of this fascinating theory, although the facilities for observa-

tion are so much improved ?

Let us have a little fresh evidence if possible.

Here is a little negative evidence. The common rattlesnake.

(Crotalus durissus) Tenney's Natural History (1865). "This

snake feeds upon young hares, squirrels, and birds which it

secures by lying in wait for them. Its reported charming powers

is probably a mere notion which has no foundation in fact."

" The food of the rattlesnake consists of rats, mice and reptiles

and small birds, the latter of which creatures, it is said to obtain

by the exercise of a mysterious power termed fascination, the

victim being held as it were, by the gaze of its destroyer, and

compelled to remain in the same spot, until the serpent can ap-

proach suflSciently near to seize. It is even said that the rattle-

snake can coil itself at the foot of a tree, and by the mere power

of its gaze, force a bird or squirrel to descend and fling itself into

the open mouth waiting to receive it." The chapter from which

this is copied is devoted to a review of the evidence on both sides.

with a leaning in favor of the theory of fascination, with however
this modification :

" Every squirrel or bird may not succumb to

the same influence, just as every human being does not yield to

the insane desire of jumping from heights, and it is probable that

a rattlesnake may coil itself under a tree, and look all day at the

squirrels sporting in the branches or the birds flitting among the

boughs without inducing one of them to become an involuntary

victim. Yet it is possible that out of the many hundreds that

could see the serpent, one would be weak-minded enough to yield

to the subtle influence and instead of running away, find itself

forced to approach nearer and nearer the fearful reptile. Thus
far there is no difficulty in accepting the theory of fascination, but

the idea of a moral compulsion on the part of the snake and a

perforced obedience on the part of its victim, is so strange that it

has met with very great incredulity. Still, although strange it is

not quite incredible. There are many persons who cannot stand

on any elevated spot, without feeling so irresistible a desire of fling-

ing themselves into the depths below that they dare not even stand

near an open window or walk near the edge of a cliff." Wood's
Natural History.—Here occurs a brilliant opportunity for Mr.
McCann to distinguish himself by a metaphysical demonstration

of the value of the idea of a moral compulsion, on the part of the

earth beneath an open window or a cliff'."

To be Continued.

NIGHT AND DAT WITH PLANTS.

It is the law of nature that all plants should sleep at night, but

they may be artificially disturbed, the law set aside and yet the

plants thrive. A French chemist tried the experiment on the mi-

mosa, keeping it in a bright light at night, and a dark room during

the day. The plant did not at flrst, take kindly to such unnatural

treatment, but soon got used to the change, and at last turned day

into night, and night into day, as easy as a daily newspaper editor.

A year or two ago as was my custom, I planted in my garden

beds quite a number of hyacinths. When the spring opened, all

of the bulbs but one came up. Thinking that it was a late one,

and would yet appear, I waited patiently, but it came not. Want-
ing to fill the vacant spot with sonething else, I turned up the

earth with my trowel, and lo, therewas the hyacinth in full bloom,

with Jiower-stem growing dowmoard! It had by some chance, in

covering up I suppose, got turned up side down, hut nature was

not to be cheated of her rights. Nor was the flower devoid of col-

or, as one would suppose would be the case, considering that the

flower was blooming in the dark, but was a finely tinted blue, only

a few shades lighter than it bloomed in the natural way. It was

such a strange freak of nature, and so contrary to the general idea

that plants can have no color without light, that I called several

witnesses to the fact, all ofwhom are ready to testify to the truth

of the statement. Huon.

POTASSIUM.

It is well known that water is composed of two invisible, inodor-

ous gases, oxygen, and hydrogen. Oxygen is a supporter of com-

bustion, but will not burn. Hydrogen, on the contrary, is a com-

bustible, but will not support combustion. Potassium is a metal

which is lighter than water, and having a great affinity for oxygen,

A very pretty experiment, which may seem wonderful to those

who have never seen or heard of it, may be shown with these sub-

stances. Telling them that you are going to set fire to water,

take a basin of water, and drop a small piece of potassium in it.

Immediately upon touching the water, it will apparantly burst

into a bluish flame, and skip about on the surface of the water,

and finally disappear with a slight " psh." The explanation is

very simple. Potassium has a greater affinity for oxygen than

hydrogen has, and immediately upon touching the water, it decom-

poses that substance, separating the oxygen from the hydrogen.

It unites with the oxygen which forms with it potassa, and is
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dissolved in the rest of the water. During this chemical action,

there is sufficient heat produced to ignite the hydrogen, wliich, in

tlie endeavors to escape, moves tlic potassium from place to

place, upon the surface, and causes the skipping motion.

H. A .S.

—IsiPORTANT Medical Discovery—The details of the fol

lowing cases wc find in a late number of the New York Medical
Journal :

—

"An American doctor of medicine having heard of the discov-

ery made in France, that pain could be relieved by hypodermic
injeciions of cold water, resolved to try the experiment. His first

case was a woman who^ during three years, had suffered so much
from lumbago that she cried out wiih pain on ihc slightest move
ineut of the muscles of the back. The doctor injected ten drops
of cold water under the skin in the lumbar region, on each side of

the spinal column, and in less than a minute the patient felt re-

lief. * She stood up without paiu, sat down without assistance,

and in less than five minutes after the irjcction, picked up a pin

from the floor with ea.^e.' Some time afterwards ilie pain re

turned, but was miigatcd tlie next day by a puncture »ithont
injection, and the woman who had l)cen so long crippled was able

to work at aBcwing-raachinc. Anothercasewas rheuraatisuiof the

ankle joint, cured by injection of ten drops of cold water; and a
third was nodular rheumatism, involving the shoulder, elbow, wrist,

and knee-joint of the right side. Here again the injection of cold

water gave relief within five minutes. '1 repeated these injec-

tions,' says Dr. Dessau, ' two days after, wlien the left knee was
attacked, with a like favorable result. In all these cases, slight

complaint was made at the moment of injecting the water, of a
burning sensation ; but not more, I imagine, than when any
other fluid is used for a like purpose. In this last case, I injected

ten syringefuls of water at one visit, so there is no danger from
the quantity employed.' It certainly is a most valuable and ready
means of relieving pain, particularly in rheumatic cases."

—MiLiTAiir Service among Ants.—A gentleman of this

city, one morning recently, while widking in his garden, observed
two columns of ants crossing the path in opposite directions.

Upon noticing the curious movements closely, he saw that those
going in one direction carried the bodies of ants which he sup-
posed to be dead, while those going the other way seemed to have
deposited their burdens, and were returning to get new loads.

It was his first impression that the ants were engaged in stocking
a new cemetery with their illustrious dead. In order to note what
effect a disturbance of their line would create, he dropped a little

sand upon the column. Instantly the apparently inanimate anis
sprang to the ground and became vigorously alive, while the car-
riers retreated in a pusillanimous fashion. As more grains were
dropped the ants became very pugnacious, rearing up and attacking
each grain furiously. From this singular conduct the gentleman
concluded that the ants were the fighting members of the tribe, a
sort of mounted infantry that was being transported across the coun-
try to guard some new frontier settlement, and that, as soon as the

grains b.'gan to fall upon the column, the ants, thinking enemies
had 0|)ened a fire from their catapults, allowed the warriors to

dismount and pitch into action, while the carriers beat a retreat

out of danger. In view of the circumstances, such a conclusion
seems warranted. At any rate, antkind has been regarded since

Solomon's time as exceedingly clever in all matters of domestic
and social economy, and there is no telling to what degree of in-

telliiicnce it has attained in the progressive age. Who knows
but what we daily tread under our feet ant republics and insect

empires, among which civil wars are progressing that necessitate

the maintenance of standing armies at the public expense.

—

L<ju-

isville Courier Journal,

—How THE Oyster Grows.—The body of an oyster is a poor,
weak thing, apparently incapable of doing anything at all. Yet
what a marvelous house an oyster builcls around his delicate
frame. When an oyster is first born he Is a very simple, delicate
dot, as it were, and yet he is born with his two shells upon him.
For some unknown reason, he always fixes himself on hisronnd

shell, never by his flat shell, and being once fixed he begins to

grow; but he only grows in summer. Inspect an oyster shell

closely, and it will be seen that it is marted with distinct lines.

As the rings we observe in the section of the trunk of a tree de-

note years of growth, so do the markings on anoyster tell us how
many years has passed in his " bed" at the bottom of the sea.

Suppose the oyster under inspection was born June 15th, 1870,
he would go on growing up to the first line we see well marked

;

he would vhen stop for the winter. In summer, 1871, he would
more than double his size. In 1873 and 1874 he would again go
on building till he was dredged up in the middle of h's work in

187.5 ; so that he is plainly five and a half years old. The way in
which an oyster grows his shell is a pretty "sight. I have watched
it frequently. The bc:ird of an oyster is not only bis breathing
organ

—

i. c, his lungs—bnt also his feeding organ, by which he
conveys the food to his complicated mouth with iis f'uui- lips.

When the calm warm days of June come, the oyster opens his
shell and by means of bis beard begins building an additional story
to his house. This he does by depositing very, very fine particles
of carbonate of lime till at last they form a substance as thin as
silver paper and exceedingly fragile. Then he adds more and
more till at last the new shell is hard as the old shell. When
oysters are growing their shells, they must be handled very care-
fully, as the new growth of shell will cut like broken glass, and a
wound on the finger from an oyster shell is often very dangerous.—Frank Buckland.

—The bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club contains n suggest-
ive paragraph in reference to the influence of trees upon rain and
atmosphiric moisture, as shown by the experience of the island of
Santa Cruz, in the West Indies. This island is said to have been
a garden of freshness, beauty, and fertility twenty years ago ; it

was covered with woods, trees weie everywhere abundant, and
rains were profuse and frequent. The recent visit of a gentleman
who had known the island in its palmier days revealed a lamenta-
ble change, one-fourth of the island having become an utterdesert.
The forests and trees h;id been cut away, rain-falls had ceased, and
the process of desiccation, beginning at one end of the island, had
advanced gradually and irresistibly upon the land, untilforseven
miles it had become as dry and barren as the seashore. Houses
and plantations had been abandoned, and the advance of desola-
tion was watched by the people, wholly unable to prevent it,

but knowing almost to a certainty the time when their own habi-
tations, their gardens, and fresh fields would be a part of the waste.
Indeed, the whole island seemed doomed to become a de.'^ert. This
sad result is owing entirely, according lo the belief of the inhabit-

ants, to the destruction of the trees upon the island some years
ago.

—A Qci!ER Bird—Eagle or Hawk?—Mr. Jacob Kepler,
says the Putlstown I^cdyr, living about half a mile from Limerick
Square, this county, captured a rare old bird on Friday in a
wooden trapbox. This bird has annoyed Mr. Kepler for the past
two years by depredating on his poultry. It is a question among
those pretty well versed in ornithology as to whether it is a hawk
or an eagle, as it has the peculiarities of both birds. It measures
about five feet between the tips of its wings. It is quite large
enough for an eaixle, and it has the yellow beak of that bird.

On the other hund it has no white feathers on the head and tail,

and the beak though curved, is short like a hawk's. It is very
strong, and when removed from the trap it buried its claws up to
their roots in a pine board, and could only be made to loose its

hold by prying them off with a lever.

—M. Emile Colltnot, the French manufacturer of earthenware
has lately discovered a new mode of decorating buildings. In-
stead of applying a decorated faience to the wall, he proposes
enameling the wall itself, by putting up a light scaifoldii g and
using a blowpipe instead of an oven. The advantages of the
scheme are cheapness and durability. Experiment has proved
that the process is less expensive than seperate plates and the de-
coration is calculated to last as long as the stone itself.

—Yield of Orange Seeds.—Can any of onr orange growing
readers .atK''m or deny the following: F. B. Hudson writes to Our
Home Journal: " I have recently made a discovery that an orange
seed will produce more than one tree. I have found as many as
five from one seed, all distinct, with no connection except in the
.seed. I separated and transplanted iOfrom six seeds. I have
shown to a good many of my neighbors, none of whom knew of it

before."

A very heavy Joss has befallen the Essex Hunt, in England, in

the enforced and total distraction of the bitch pack. Two or

three months ago a few cases of that dread malady known as

"dumb madness" occurred, and as soon as the symptoms mani-
fested themselves each hound was taken from the kennel and
destroyed. Up to the 1st of August no further outbreak occurred,
but during that period the disease spread so ranch that it was
tbottght best by the master, Mr. Loftus W. Arkwright, after hear-

ing the opinion of his vetL'rinary surgeon, and that of his hunts-
man, to destroy the remainder of the pack. Accordingly these,

numbering eighteen and a half couples, were shot by the head
keeper and were afterwards buried in lime. The whole of the
biich pack, which was considered to be one of the finest bred and
best hunting packs in the kingdom, had thus to be sacrificed.
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SjW^LL PeJ DEfA^F^J|V!E[Jj

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the week ending Not. IGth, 1876.

1 Snowy Owl {Niictea nivea). Presented by W. Carpenter, Jr.
Salem, N. J.

1 Alliffafor (A. miss!ssippiens!s). I'resented by Dr. E. J. El-
dridge, Americus, Ga.

1 Wliitc-throated Capnchin {Cehus hi/polencits). 1 Black-hand-
ed Spider Monkey (/'Uf/e.s- wif/uiioc/oer), 4 Parrakeets, I Ked-
billed TreeDuek {Denchoci/gi.a mdimmatis(?] ), 1 Veroet
Monkey {Cercopilheciis lu/midu], 12 Macafjue Monkeys (iiiaca-

CHS ci/nomolffiis), 2 Pis-tailed Monkeys (.1/. nemeftritnis}, 1

Khesns Monkey {M. Ceri/lhrcEus), 1 Mandrill (i/nocephaks mor-
mon.) Purchased.

Artiiuk E. Brown, Gen'l Supt.

CATS.

"While the majority of people have kindly feelings towards
dogs, comparatively few are attached to cat.s ; and yet the an-

cients made these animals special objects of atteniion and kind-

ness. On many of the old monuments of Egypt representations

of cats are to be seen, while quantities of bronze figures and
mummies of them have been exhumed in and around Thebes and
other cities. Some of these mummies, all swaddled in long strips

of pLTfumed linen, and with their beads curiously painted, were

discovered in an excellent state of preservation, fnd Iving in

wooden coffins. The Egyptains seem to have trained some of
their cats to hunt and carry game, for in pictures of hunting

scenes in the valley of the Nile, cats are represented pouncing
upon marsh-birds, or bringing them to their masters. This
variety of the feline tribe differs, however, from our common tat,

being rather more of a tiger or leopard. When the sultan of

El-Daher-Beylars—who reigned over Egypt and Syria toward
1 260 A. D— died, he bequeathed a garden called "the cats' orchard,"

which was to be kept as a refuge for all stray and hungry cats

This garden is still devoted to its original purpose, though
greatly reduced in size. The cadi, being by virtue of his office

and functions a trustee of all pious and charitable bequests,

superintends a daily distribution, between noontime and sunset,

of butchers' refuse meat and scraps, which are t'ealt out iu pro

portionate quantities to each and every cat that comes or is

brought into the large court yard known as the Mehkcmeh.
And there are regular habilues of the place that never fail to come
at the appointed hour, whatever the weather. They throng in on
all sides and the roofs of the neighboring houses literally swarm
with them. As a natural consequence, the uproar is something

terrific. In certain parts of Italy and Switzerland this same
custom is observed. In Florence there is an old cloister which is

used as a house of refuge for cats. This establishment is much
patronized by those people who wish to select good mousers, as

the animals are well trained and cared for. In Geneva the cats

wander through the streets like the dogs in C.instantinople, and
arc never molested. On the contrary, the people are generally

very willing to feed them. In Rome, at certain hours, butchers

and hucksters go through the city with meat for the cats, and as

soon as the latter hear the peculiar cry or whistle of these dealers

they ru.sh out of the houses and get their respective shares of the

daily meal, for which their owners pay a monthly contribution.

The veneration felt by Arabs for cats arises from superstition.

They believe that spirits assume their shape to visit their departed

friends. The M.ihometans have also prized the cat, on account

of the prophet's liking for the animal. Many eminent men of

ancient and modern times have valued cats as pets : for example,

Cardinal de liichelicu, Cardinal Wolsey, Dick Whittington,

Lord Chesterfield, &c. ; but for all that many of our readers

will .ngree with thnt witty French writer who said, " The Lord
made the cat to allow us the pleasure of fondling a tiger."

The following story about " Colonel," a dog owned by Chas.

Kestler, of Denver Col., by the Denver Tribune: "The animal
is ahout five years of age, and has been with his present master

from his (the dog's) birth. One of Colonel's amusements is the

play of ' ball.' From some cause or other no one of the reason-

ing human family saw fit to pay any attention to Colonel's wishes

and feelings in regard to the ball busincs-; during all of yesterdiiy

forenoon, and the ball itself was laid away in a drawer that

occupies the center of a writing desk in the main office of the

hotel. The Colonel stood this with canine dignity for several

hours, but finally concluded on making an attempt to secure his

ball, without regard to the human race. He spent the better por-

tion of an hour in trying to open the drawer by pressing his feet

against it. As this only made matters worse, he next endeavored

to secure the ' open sesame ' by pulling the knob in the center.

This knob, however, was both small and round, and the Colonel

could secure no grip with his teeth. His next eftbrt was a ' rear

'

attack, and was perfectly successful. Going under the desk he

mauifestly observed the location of the back of the drawer, and

also saw (and reasoned) that by standing on his hind legs he could

insert his front paws between the back of the drawer and the

back of the deak, and so press the former forward, and thus secure

his much coveted treasure, the ball. To think, wiih such a dog

as Colonel, was to act, and almost sooner than it can be told, and

in the presence of a number of parties interested in the matter,

the drawer of the desk Avas pressed out. Colonel at once appeared

'in front, from under the desk, and leaping upon it he saw and
eagerly clutched his plaything. The tft'urts made by Colonel,

his temporary confusion and distrust, his perseverance and final

triumph were all witncfsed by a number of gentlemen."

ExcliyV'^qEs.

Sl^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-
scribiuff and offering for Excliaiiite ouly^ will be allowed at 25 centa
for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.
E^^'-'To EXCUANGB FOR CASH" Of "GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or '"WANTED AN OFFER," ecc, etc., Cannot under any circumstHnces be admitted
to the Exchangt- or Want column.
iS^^No Exchangeor Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

W. H. KATHBONE, Uncasville, Conn., will exchange a trio of
choice White Leghorn Chicks, (Smith strain,) for u copy, in good order, of
Cooper's Work on the Game Fowl.

J. B. 'rUCKEUM%lN, Baton, Madison Co., N. Y., will exchange
Chromos and Frames, u quantity of Pop Corn, 1 trio Golden Poland Chicks,
and 1 pair White Pouters, for offers. Write quick. All correspoudenue
answered.

H. 11. TSHtfJttY, Litiz, Pa., will exchange ten pair:< of Tumbler
Pjgeona, and four Brown Leghorn Cockerels, for P. Itock or JJ. Leghorn
Pullets, or offers. .

H. ». <'HAI»iTIAN, Saybrook, Conn., ha^ some fine Plymouth Kock
Pullets to excbange for Golden or Silver Sebright JJantams, or Butch Itabbits.

Postal or any other card answered.

W. J. B., Box 489, Middletown, Coon., has five Buff Cochin Pullets to
exchange for same of Plymouth Rocks, (pure bred;.

VV. B. SIIEKKV, Stony Brook, L. I., will exchange 10 varieties of
'igeons, two of Poultry, tor Wild Deer, or a Shot Gun. Want good stock';

liue is the same. Speak quick.

O. R. HAY, West Laurens, N Y., will exchange one thoroughbred
Jersey Bull, 2 years old. solid color, for anything worth S80; B. Leghorns,
B. B R. Game, or Bull Dog, for a Violin, Watch, Harness, Gun, or offers.

S. D. K. SMITH, Williauisport, P«., will exchange one Success
Washing Machine, coj.t *25 ; one Checker and Backgammon Board, with cett

of Checkers (new), two Dice B. xes, with Dice (new); one tet folid Bone
Domioos; one Cribbuge Board; one small ^py Gla^s; one small Pocket
Powder and Cap Flask; one Book Slate, 9sHj.; one Double (hinged) Slaty,

loxla; one c&^v Survejiog Instruments, complete, and a..lur^e number of
usetul Books, for Leghorns and Bantums,' Or bflerf.
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^V. C. EATON, Newark. N. J..

$200 ; a GrsTes' Itii-ubator, SlOO ; or'

Uluck or White Cochins, or U. Leghorn

change a Magic Lantern, cost

I Canaries, good singers, for

t bo tlrst-clais.

A. B. HOLrOMKR, JK., Lnnibertville, N. J., will exchange 1

pair .lapjin Silkit-H, 1 pair Silver L S. Uantams, and 3 Silver D U. Barilum
Cockerels, for l'l>niouth Rock and brown Leghorn Pullets, early hatched
birdH, or .Japan MIkie Cock.

DK. H. ElMOS. .Milwaukee, Wis., will exchange White Cochin Chicks
(lar(j;o hirddj, and White Leghorn Chicks, for Fancy Pigt^ons, or olfers.

J. JEWETT PARKS, Blairsville, Pa. wants a Scroll Saw and
Foot Lathe in exchange for Fancy Pi;;eons, coDsistir.g of Jiicnhins, red and
yellow, routers. Tumblers. Duehesse, ]!. B Red Game Bantam Cocke:
Ring Doves, Lop-eared liabbits. Goat, Coach Dog.

'. H. SELOVEK, Moravia, N. Y.,will exchange four Dark lira

s, extra fine, for four Silver Pencili-d Hamburgh Hens or Pulli-is, or
er I'euciled Cockerels for two Silver Penciled Pullets. Must be good.

niK!«. M. A. STEPHENSON, Ch.agrin Falls, 0., will exchange
a first premium White Leghorn Cockerel, for u standard Black Leghorn
Cockerel, and a trio of standard Brown Leghorus, Todd's stock, for a pair of
Pekil r Aylesbury Ducks.

MAN.XION HOUSE, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 trio P. Cochin
Fowl--, 1 trio S. P. Hamburg Fowls, 1 trio G. P. Hamburg Chicks, 1 trio While
Leghorn Chicks, 3 trios Aylesbury Ducks, 3 first-class B. B. R. Game Hens,
lOll pair Common Pigeons, 'i pair White Calcutta Fans, I pair Brown Helmets,
2 pair Ulack Short-fa ed Tumblers, 1 pair White English Carriers, 3 Parrot
Cages, 6 Single Kxhibition Pigeon Coops; al.-o 4 Coops of Six Apartments, a
lot of Waton's Roup Pills and Tonic Paste, for BuffiUo Robes, Harness, Sleigh
Bells

J. .%. iCOBERTS, Paoli,Pa.,wantsa trio Light Urahmas.Plaisted's
stock. No. 1 ; will give L. Brahuja Pullets, cross of Williams, Kern and Felch
or Golden Sebright Bantams pure, or Nursery Stock. No postals, or other
offers iu trade wanted.

P. J. DAVIS, 16 Cypress St.. Rochester, N, Y., will exchange 2 pairs
Outside Tumblers, or 1 pair Outside Tumblers, and 1 Blue Pied Pouter Coek,
or 1 Rumpless Cock, (very good,) for 1 Singing Canary, or other song birds.
My birds are good ; want same.

\\. H. RATHROKE, Uncasville, Conn., has Black Hamburg and
White IjCghorn Chicks, very fine, to exchange for Dark Urahnm Pullets of
some well-known strain. Must be nice. Send along your offers.

Ot^IVER D. SCHO<'K, Hamburg, Berks Co., Pa,, wants 1 While
Carrier Cock. 2 Blue Swallow Cocks (barredl, 4 Yello* Jacobin I'ocks with
pearl eyes. The .above birds must all be first-class; for which 1 will give
Pigeons of many varieiies. Postal cards accepted.

JAS. \j. VUSE, Russell Hill, Wyoming Co., Pa., has a trio of Dark
Br. hums, a trio of Part Cochins, and a trio of White l.egllorns, and will ex-
change either trio for a trio of Aylesbury Ducks, or offers.

ti. R. SPOiNG, West Fairview, I'nml.erland Co., Pa., will exchange
1 White-taced Black Spanish Cockerel, lot of Demijohns, all sizes, 1 Tobacco
Knife, lot uf Connecticut-made Baskets, lot of 3 bushel Burlap Bags, 4 lbs.

Pepper, 1 lb. Cloves, 1 lb. Allspice, lot ot (irape and Strawberry Poxes, for 1

years' subscription of Fanciers' Journal, Broivn and White Leghorn liens,
Ma ) olTen Postal cards a

C. B. ELUE'V. Pittsburgh. Pa,, has one Flute, v-iU
Piccolo, value *6.76, both new ; Black African Bantam Cockerels,
for good Cigars, or Silver Ware.

IVIRS. DR. ITIARTIN, Merrersburg, Pa., offers Apple, Peacb, .and
Pear Trees, all good grafted fruit, and fine Concord Grape Vine-', for anything
iu Poultry line, or fancy stock of any kind. De.-ire B. Spanish. Ayle.sbury
and Pekin Ducks, Turkeys, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, or any thing in the fancy
stock line alive, or electrotypes.

S. D. R. SIfllTH, William.sport, Pa., will exchange one Fancy
Pigeon and Bantam Show Cage, 3s) in. long, 33 in. high, 31 in. wide, galvanized
3 16 in. wire, two floors, eight apartments, door with brass patent lock, and
key to each, fancy tin Mansard roof, nice turned wood posts, partitions
galvani-'ed wire, only used at last Fall's show, took 1st premium, cost ;e45, for
Leghorns and Bantams, or offers.

ROBERT HOWARD, North Adams, Mass., will exchange Standard
.White and Brown Leghorns, Partridge and \V'hite Cochins, Dark and Light
Brahmas, Plymouth Rocks, and White-faced Black Spani.sh, for a first cla.ss

lilack-pied Pied Pouter Cock, or other Fancy Pigeons.. None but A 1 birds
wanted, as mine are.

S, U. R. SMITH, WilUamsport, Pa., w
English and Irish Gip Bnll Terrier Pup.!, three i

best of pedigree given on application, for Leghoi

1 exchange one pair of choice
ciuihs old,full,-bloodedstock,
:» and Bantams, or offers.

S. ». R. SMITH, WilUamsport, Pa., will exchange one trio each.
Fowls, Buff Partridire Cochins, Light Brahma

; Chicks, three trios Buff, one
trio Black, one trio \Vhite Cochins, one trio Light- Brahma ; Hens, five Black,
<ne White, two Buff Cochins, four Dark, two Light Brahma, three White
Sultans; Pullels, three Dark Brahma; one pair White Frizzle Fowls, one
Japanese Silkie Cock, one Partridge Cochin Cockerel, one White Leghorn
Cockerel, for Leghorns aud Bantams, or offers.

E. C. NEWTON, Batavia, Ills., will exchange Electrotype Cuts of
Poultry, for Books on Architecture, Tame Squirrels, or any thing of value.
State what you have to exehduge ; also for what breeds you waut cuts, and I
will send proofs of cuts.

D. N. HUliSHOUSER, Box No. 123, Milton, Pa., will exchange
one trio of B. B. R. Game, hatched in May '76, for Plymouth Rocks.

JNO. P. HOCSER, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 Harp, Piano, 3
good Violins. 1 10-keyed Accordean, 1 Kvan & Watson's Safe, 1 Pocket, and 1
large Case of Homeopathic Medicines, filled and labelled in gool condition, 1
Florence Sewing Machine. 1 bound vol. Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry,
4 Fonts Type, assorted, 1 Sinule Silver-plated Buggy Harness, good as new, 1
Floebert Gun and Target, 1 Red Bird and Cage, I Rabbit Hutch, 1 KJectrio
Battery, for Alderney or J eisey Cow, or Double Brecch-loddiug Shot Gun, or

E. A. SAMlIEIiS, 12.5Tremont St , Boston, will exchange Band and
Orciiestra Music for first class Black Cochins to any amount; -will also
exchange for a thorough-bred Se'ter or Pointer Dog, if partly trained. Cor-
respondence solicited. Catalogue mailed if desired.

BOX 869, Rockville, Conn,, will exchange a nice Family Horse, si

ears old, weight 1,000 lbs., sound and kind, tor a registered Jersey Cow.

A. M. CAREY, Selins Grove, Pa., will exchange Dominique Leghorns,
Black I.*ghorn Pullets, Buff Cochins, or 10 other varieties of choice Fowls,
for a nice Breech-loading Gun, or nice Double-barrel Gun, or for fine specimens
Plymouth Rock Fowls.

fOOK ,XCHANGE.

Advertisements under this head, of 4 lines or 4S words, describing and
offering ONE Book for Sale^ Exchange, or WanCedj will be allowed at 10 cents
for each and every i

A GOOD WORK O^ AKrHITErTCKE.—K. C. Newton,
Bataviu, Ills., wants the iibove in exchange for Kleetrotypi* Outs of Poultry,
Swine, &c. Describe book and give author's name, and pi ice; also for what
breeds you want cuts for, and I will send proofs.

GEORCiE F. SEAVEY,
CAM BRIDGEPORT, MASS.,

Importer and Breeder of Iligh Class Pigeons and Poultry, viz.

:

Carriers, Smooth-head and Cre.sted Fantails, Jacobins. Turbits, (winged,
tailed and solid colors,) Inside Tumblers, Short-face Tumblers, and Berlin*
Button heads, Silver and bolden Spangled llamburgs, Sebright Bantams, and
Pheasants.

I offer the following pairs Pigeons for sale at prices annexed, and can furnish
single birds of niHny nf the varietifp.

Also a few choice Silver and Golden S. llamburgs, at $5 to $10 each, or will

sell my entire stock, of Goldens.

CARRIERS.
White,
lila.-k.

Blue,
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1. A Treatise on the Art n! Breediog and Managing Tame, Domesticated,
and Fancy Pigeons

; by Jolin Matthews Eaton, and published by the author, 7
Islington Green, London. 1852 Illustrated.
The Treatise of 1858 is not wanted.
2. A set of Six Matchless Engraved Colored Portraits, Life Size, by IVol-

Btenholme, viz: The Almond, Black Mottle, Red Baldhead, yellow-beard
Tumblers, Black Carrier, and Blue Pied Enpli.sh Pouter.

3. A colored Diagram, or a Plan of Building or fitting up a Pigeonary,
embellished with Tumblers, Pr.utei'S and Carriers.
We thiuk there are several different dingram.i, and would like all of thorn.
4. A set of six splendid Lile Size engraved Portrait.^ of The Pancy Toy

Pigeons, colored, viz : The White i'antail, Yellow Jacobin, Silver OwU Blue
Turbit, Black-mottled Trumpeter, and the Black Barb.

All of above pictures published by .). M. Eaton.
A liberal otfer would be made for any of the above in good order.
Any information regarding John Matthew Eaton's life and works would be

gratefully received.

WM. (3ARDNER BARTON, Salem, Ma-ss.

BOOKS TO SPARE.
1. Handel's Israel in Egypt Novello's.
2. Haydn's Creation "
3. Mendelsohn's Elijah '»

4. Meuilel.-iohn's St. Paul .'

Dillon's
5. Handel's Messiah .".'.'.'.'.'.'.'!.'.'.'.'.' "
6. Life and Writings of Charles Dickens, by Phebe A. lianaford.
7. Peregrine Pickle Geo. Koutledge & Sons.
8. The Works of T. SmoUet lee & Shepard
9. The Portrait: a Romance of the Cuyahoga Valley. By A. G Riddle.

111. The Se.ies Here and Hereafter, by W. II. Holcombe, M. D.
11. Our Own Birds, bv Wm. L. Bailey.
12. The Romance of History : Englaiid. By H Neele.
13. Cyclopajdia of the Best Thoughts of P. Dickens, by F. G. DeFontaine

BOOKS TrAN'JTED.
1. Nuttall's Ornithology.
2. Bryant's Poems.
S. Drake's Biographical Dictionary.
4. White's Natural History of Sel'bourne.
5. Walton's Complete Angler.
6. Poems by ' H. H."
7. Shelley's Poems.
8. Drake's Nooks and Comers of New England.
Some volumes of Harper's Monthly, and many other books.
Correspondence solicited on the subjpct of PiuTon Hooks.

"'"'eto W.M. G.^ltDNKIl BAKTON, Salem Mass.

l*ola,id. $1.35.

Jiog. 7S cts.

Heard. $1.00.

Daih DorKlng Ben $4 00

^ Baldhead. $1.00.

Hens anil r/iicl^i

AVith Our Present Location and
Conveniences, "We Find Ourselves
unable to give

JOB PmNTING
Our Personal Oversight. There-
fore, preferring not to be responsi-
ble for others, we decline all ofTers

of Work until further notice.

WE CAN FURNISH

ELECTROTYPES
How^ever, as per list. "Whereby
persons owning what they wish
to use, can have their virork done
at local oflices, under their own
supervision.

Silver Grey Dorking Cock $4.00

Dark Dorking Cock 4.00

Dark Dorking Hen 4.00

Cuckoo Dorking Cock 4.00

Black Spanish Cock 4.00

Black Spanish Hen 3.00

Black Spauish Cock's Head 1.50

Scotch Terrier 2 50

Daschund 4.00

White Mice 1.50

Plymouth Rock Cock 8.00

Plymouth Rock Hen 2.50

1.00

White Leghorn Cock 3.00

Belgian Canary 1.00

Eggs 75

White Leghorn Hen 2.B0

Dog's Head 75

Dog 75

Sebright Cock (small size) 75

Aylesbury Ducks 3-00

Brown Leghorn Cock 3.00

Brown Leghorn Hen 2.50

.Mandarin Duck 3.00

Dark Brahma Cock 3.00

Dark Brahma Hen 2.50

London Fancy Canaries 1 50

J.OO

Wild or Canada Geese 3.00

Wood or Summer Duck 3.00

Lop Eared Rabbit 3.00

Belgian Hare Rabbit 3.00

Ligbt Brahma Cock 3.00

Light Brahma Hen 2.50

PIGEONS.

Pair Pouters 2.60

" Blue Owls 1.75

" Carriers- 2.00

" White Barbs 1.60

" Baldhead Tumblers 1.60

" Nuns 1-60

" Blue Owls 1-60

" Beard Tumblers 150
" Swallows 1.50

" Black Barbs 1-60

" Magpies 150
*' Jacobin 150
" White Owls 1.50

Fantail 1-50

Small Baldhead l.UO

Small Beard 1.00
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THE BALTIMORE SHOW.

The following extrnct will explain itself. "We are going to

have a gnmil show. I've just received a letter from the St. Louis

Kennel CInb and they will be with us in full force. At the lowest

csiitnate we may count on 400 dogs.

The show of pigeons will exceed that of last year; and last j-car

we had the credit of having the best display of pigeonsyet held on
this side of the waler; but this year will beat it. Mr. John Yen-
d.all has promised to be here with his magnificent birds, and will

liimsclf offer a sjiecial premium of S.'ii).

Philander Williams will be here during the entire show, wirh

his noted stork. Indeed our prospects are very flattering, and
I trust you will drop in and see us. I'm here, chuck full of biz.

Hastily,
Baltimoke, Md. Geo. O. Brown.

All who desire to see really good bred birds should make their

plans to visit the Baltimore Show. There is no doubt but as far

as the pigeon fancy is concerned, it will be the " Battle of the

Giants." Ed.
.-O-o

WESTERN PEXNSYLNANIA rOUI.TRV SOCIETY, PITTSRDRGn, PA.,

AVill hold their Annual Exhibition of Poultry, Dog.s, and Pet
Animals, January 10th to 17tb, 1S77. They expect to offer

premiums to the amount of from t2,000 to SS.noo. The premium
list will be out early in December, and will be mailed to appli-

f^iinu. Edward Gregg, President.

A. U Lane, Sccretm-i/.

Western Pennsylvania is noted for tlie enterprise of its fanciers,

and the good birds owned. With the Marvland show just closed

its prize winners transferred to Pittsburg—with the local bi amies
kept fresh for competition there—what may we not expect? So
much that we shall try to be at both shows.

Dear Sir :

Will you or some fancier inform me through your Jonrn.al, the
simplest and easiest way to tell a cock irom a hen pigeon, and
oblige, yours, &c., You.vo Fancier.

Moore says in his Ccdumbarinm— " I shall next give you some
instructions how to form a tolerable judgment whether a pigeon be
a cock or hrn, for in this jioint the best and oldest fanciers have
been sometimes deceived; for this purpose, therefore, take the
following rules

:

The hen has generally a shorter breastbone than the cock.
Her vent and the os sacrum, or bone near the vent, is more open

than In the cock.

Her head and cheeks ate thinner, and she does not look so bold

as the cock.

Her coo is shorter, and nothing near so loud and masculine as

the cock's ; besides, the cock frequently makes a half round in

his playing, which the hen does not, though a merry rank hen
will sometimes show and play almost like a cock, and, if very

salacious, will sometimes tread another pigeon.

And lastly, in young pigeons, that which squeaks longest in

the nest is generally reputed a hen."

ROLES AND PREJIIUM LISTS, CIRCULARS, CARDS, ETC.,
RECEIVED.

Premium List of Western New Hampshire Poultry Society.

—

L W. Sturtevant, Secretary,

This society has also made liberal terms with the express and
railroad companies, as this notice sent with the premium list

would show

:

" The U. S. & Canada Express will transport coops at reduced

rates, and the American Merchants' Union Express will return

coops free. Passengers attending the Exhibition will be carried

for half fare from all stations on the Cheshire and Ashuelot Rail-

ro ds. A special train will leave for all stations on the Ashuelot

Railroad at the close of the Exhibition Thursday evening."

Special Premium List offered by the Illinois Poultry Associa-

tion, from which wc quote :

" W. H. Todd of Ohio, has been chosen by the Executive Com-
mittee to do the judging. All know him too well for any com-

ment. SutBce to say that he is one of the best judges of poultry

in America.

Judge Z. C. Luse of Iowa City, has kindly consented to attend

our exhibition, and to deliver an address on poultry, some even-

ing during the Exhibition. All know the Judge to be one of

best breeders in all Iowa, not only of poultry alone, but also

Jer.sey Cattle."

By the premium list of the Central Poultry Association of

Penn.sylvania, we learn that the birds are to be exhibited in pairs.

1st premium birds must score at least 170. 2d premium, 160 to

the pair.

They offer also SI 00, as special association premiums. i620 for

best collection of poultry; SIO, best display of fimcy pigeons;
the rest to be given to be^t birds shown singly.

Card of E. S Ellwanger, breeder of fancy pigeons, 140 Mt.
Hope Avenue, Kochoter, N. Y.

Card of G. R. Wheeler, manager of Farmers' Union Warehouse,
Shedd, Linn Co., Oregon.

Selling out card of Express Poultry Yard, Stony Brook L. I.,

W. B. Sherry, Prop.

Card of B. Blamijicd, breeder of G. and S. S. Ilamburgs, W.
Leghorns ai.d Pea Fowls, at JMt. Zoar Poultrv Yaids, tlniira,

N. Y.
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PodLjf\Y ^fio PlQEONS.

CENTENNIAL AWAUBS.
At the distriliiition of speciiU piTmiiims liy the Centennial

roinmisBioners, Mr. Herman Colell, of Brooklyn received ihe Isi

prize, the fine soM medal valued at &100, presented by Mr. Bnr-

lin^'ame, of New York, for the hest collection of fancy pijjeons

In presenting the medal, the ."speaker remarked that Mr. Colell

had done much to im[irove the breed of fancy pigeons in this

conntry, and the valuable trophy had been fairly won. The 2d

prize, of a gold chain valued at $7.'), presented by Messrs. Wirth

Brothers, 92 Broadw.ay, Brooklyn, E. D., for the b st collection

of Trumpeters and Berlin Tumblers, was also won by Mr. Colell.

Prize No. 3, a gold watch, stem-winder, also presented by Wirth

Brothers, for the best variety of Pouters, was also awarded to Mr.

Colell.

Very remarkable w.as the p'ir of Red pied Pouters, which

carried the prize, the male bird measuring 1 9 J, and the hen 19

inches. Special premiums for the best collection of Owls, Swal-

low.s and Priests were also awarded to Mr. Colell.

The silver cup, valued at S.iO, was awarded to Mr. J. 0. Thurs-

ton, of New York, for the best collection of Carriers. Very fine

)iigeons were alao exhibited by Mr. C. Spiess, and Mr. A. Scheld,

of Brooklyn.

New YoiiK, Nov. 25, 1876.

Mn. Jos. M Wabe :

Dear Sir :—Having read the letters written by "Centennial-

ist," on the Pigeon and Poultry show at the Centennial, I must say

in the interest of the New York Exhibitors of Pigeons, that their

show of fine birds was never excelled in any exhibition by any

other State, and if the exhibition generally was a failure, it was

due to the apathy of Fanciers in other States.

Philadelphia and Baltimore being the representative cities of

their respective States in the fancy, should blush at being beaten

by Now York ; those cities being the headquarters of >o many
fanciers, we expected to see them come out with a fine di-splay,

but, though the fanciers themselves were present, they left their

birds at home ; had they done as well as New York, the show
would have been the grandest one ever held in this country. I

think it a shame that such a fine exhibit of birds should jiass

unnoticed by ihe literary talent connected with The Fanciehs'

Journal and having waited a sufficient time for some report of

the exhibition, and not b ing gratified, I will attempt to write

what I saw there exhibited by New York and vicinity.

In Ciuriers, J. 0. Thurston, of New York was ahead with his

magnificent collection of ten jiair.s, P. C. Bicgel, followed wiih

two very fine pairs, next in order came D. E. Newell, and P.

Sehuehman, with several pairs, making in all, the finest collection

of Carriers ever exhibited in this country.

In Punters, A. Scheld and H. Colell of Brooklyn, and P.

Sehuehman, of New York showed a splendid collection.

Tumblers were shown by U. Colell and A. Scheld of

Brooklyn.

In Barbs, D. E. Newell, exhibited his large and exceedingly

fine codection of twenty pairs, many of tlicm prize-winners at

ft rmer shows.

In Ru.ssian Trumpeters, C. Spiess and H. Colell came to the

front with magnificent birds.

Very fine African Owls were exhibited by H. Colell.

In Toys, H. Colell, A. Scheld, and C. Spiess showed birds as

finely marked as the plates in " Fulton's Book of Pi^'cous."

To enter minutely into the merits of each exhibit would con-

Mime too much space, but I will say that almost every known va-

licty of Fancy Pigeons were exhibited by New York alone.

Barb.
•-«-* •

HAMBURGS AT TEE CENTENNIAL.
StiNDAY.—Rain pouring down. My mind wanders back to the

departed Cmtennial Poultry Show, and in particularto thedisplay

of Hamburg fowls and chickens. The principal exhibitors of Ham-
burgs were of Silver Penciled, Mes.srs. Rogers, Hurst, Tiiylor. and

Schofield, of Pennsylvania, White of New Jersey, McMillan

and Kay of Canada. Pennsylvania is without doubt ahead. The
firm of Hurst & Taylor exhibited some very fine fowls and

chickens. Some of the fowls would score 90 points. The chicks

were not iu as good exhibition trim as they will he in December.

Mr. Hurst understands how to breed Silver Penciled.

The Schofield breeders, John, James, Thomas, and Mark, ex-

hibited some very choice Silvers, and some of the chicks showed

some very good points, but did not score over 90.

Mr. White, I was informed, paid $1,000 for a pair of

imported Silvers ! Some of the gentlemen named above would

have sold him a pair, as good in all respects for $.30, but, howcer,

the birds were very good, and would point up well, and I have no

doubt but that some of the birds exhibited in his flock will make
their mark at some of our winter exhibitions.

One fact is evident, Pennsylvania has furnished some as hand-

some Silver Penciled Hamburgs as any one would wish to see on

exhibition, fiue silvery white head, hght red eyes, deep red, large,

square fitting, and t'ood spike comb; opaque fitting close to the

face, fiat, round and even ear-lobe ; neck and hackle fiue tapering,

carried well over the back ; clear silvery-white back ; breast in cock

silvery-white, full and prominent, in hen, penciled evenly across

with black bars. Tail in cock, black, full, and well expanded ; in

hen penciled across nith black bars; shanks blue, and carriage

upright and graceful.

We have birds like tho.se described, and are proud of them.

Canada, I will admit, is not far behind the States in good Silvers.

Messis. McMillan and Kay exhibited some noble birds, and yet I

think we are even with them, and well, a little ahead. I think of

all the Hamburg family, the Silver Penciled looked the best.

However in Silver Spam/led, Mr Seavey, of Mass., exhibited some

very fine birds. In Golden Spangleil, the Schofield family, made

a fine exhibit. Mr. Eisenhart, Penna., showed one pair, and ihcy

were worthy of special mention.

I noticed in the Canada exhibit, one pair of Golden Penciled,

the ]jencilingcomiueiieed at the top of the head. Why they were

placed on cxhiliitioii, I cannot understand. Iu Golden Penciled,

Messrs. Hunt, Taylor and Long, of Pennsylvania, each exhibited

birds handsome, and well up to the standard.

In Black Hamburgs, Canada is ahead. Mr. McMillan showed

birds that would be hard to beat.

The Penningions of N. J., and Mr. Adams of N. Y., had some

very good birds. I have always loved the white-faced Black

Spanish, and have bred them lor a iiuiidier of years.

1 must si)eak of the exhibition of Spanisli, made by Canada.

I never examined finer birds. America has no Spanish birds
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tlint cnii ci)m|)iue willi them. Fine, larfre, nol)le fellows, good

flu'rd, liiif comh, splendid tail, and perfect le);s, lint tlie largeness

ofilie tiirds struck me more forcibly, that all other points. The

tionhle with American birds of the Spanish class, is, they arc too

small. We have sacrifice;! everything for the wliite face. We
Iiave ;nined the face, but have lo^t the body.

Taken all together, the Hamburg family showed careful brcc<l-

inp, and I, as well as many other fanciers, were highly pleased

with the display.

UovLiiSTOWN, Pa. Tennent.
»--.

THE FANTAIL.
In commenting upon this singular variety of pigeonit is almost

necessary that we should preface our remarks by a few observa-

tions relative to the present varied opinions held by Fiintail breed-

ers, with regard to its characteristics considered of most import-

ance. The conflicting opinions of fanciers have too often been

manifested to need more than a passing reference to show the im-

jiortance of establishing a standard in order to tone down, or .set-

tle, if passible, these differences, so that those young fanciers who

seek enlii;htenrnent as to the real merits may not be discouraijcd

by such contrary opinions as are at present promulgateil, and

which certainly must be quite as annoying to the fancier as cm
barrassing to the experienced judge. We do not suppose that all

f mcicrs will follow our standard and depart from their own pe

euliar views, but we will endeavor to make clear onr opinions

and lay them before the fancier to draw his own conclusions.

There appears to us to have been raised a local model in

most districts where the culture of the Fantail has been at all

careil for, and, as a consequence, we too often find that what one

.judge has denounced to-day as unworthy even of a commendation

a brother fancier and judge tomorrow pronounces perfect, and

signifies such by the: ward of a prize. Thus onr exhibiti'ins are

frequently looked upon, from the fancier's point of view, as mere

lotteries—scrambles for honor, or gain, or both with a result far

more gratifying to the wondering visitor than it is to those more
intimately concerned. And it is t> this reasonable cause, we
think, may be attributed the fact that many staunch fanciers fall

out of the ranks of exhibitors ; and that others less skilled or edu-

cated in Pigeonology are deterred from taking part in so hazard-

ous a speculation, and therefore cither ride their little hobby in

obscurity, or content themselves with such many-colored spangled

mongrels as may be seen upon our English farmsteads or at the

})Oultry shops in our busy towns, rather than submit to change of

fashion or the various flights of fancy to which, as exhibitors, they

are so often subjected.

We must not be supposed to be taking to task as referr'ng to any

of our qualified judges individually or collectively, for to all per-

sons so engaged we would give onr hearty support, and would

strive toobtain for them the utmost freedon for their candid views,

and also the greatest forbearance for their mistakes, for to such

errors the most zealous fanciers or experienced judges are liable.

In no variety is there greater allowance necessary than in the

judging of a number of pens of Fantuils, for in their carriage and
deportment it may be truly said they are as changea'ile as the

shade, and in consequence due allowance should be made. It is

simply our desire to settle jrrea^ points and merge to/e ditjerences,

in order to bring about a better understanding among fanciers and

judges wiih regard to this general favorite.

The following description, then, is the result of our careful

study.

Fantails, as all fiinciers are aware, and as most of your readers

will guess, take their names from the peculiar fan-like shape of

their tails, and which is, of course, one of the most important

points in the bird, and to which the fancier should direct special

attention. But it must also be bortie in mind that the Fantail

])OSsescs other peculiarities besides its conspicuous tail. It has an

cccen ricshaking million of the neck, which has been iboughtmuch

of by some fanciers—so much, indeed, that this characteristic was

once sought for as an e'-tiniable point, and in preference to a large

and expansive fan. By such admirers they were called " Broad-

tailed Shakers."

There have been many strange tales told about this kind of bird

which we pass over without notice, but two of the most remarka-

ble we think it well to refer to, as thi'y proceed from eminent nat-

uralists, and may mislead those who seek instruction from such

writers. From one of the abovenamed sources we learn that "The

Kantail is capable of expanding and closing its tail like," saysone

"the Turkey," and another " the Peacock." But this notion must

be imaginary; it is contrary to fact, for the Fantail does not even

possess the same power over its tail, as do the other varieties, for

the Fantail cannot close its tail, but can only control the mem-

brane upon which the feathers grow, in an upward, downward, and

sideway motion, which does not influence the spread of the fan in

any way.

Another peculiarity noticeable in this variety is, that in its shak-

ing motion it stands upon its toes, and by its backward jerking

also a person unaccustomed to them might snpposeit would topple

over backward ; but as a rule, notwithstanding the extent to

which the birds throw b.ack their heads, they should be able to

maintain their equilibrium gracefully, and carry erect and at ease

the expansive fans with which they are adorned, and by which

they are partially overshadowed.

Fantails, are generally speaking, of a strong and vigorous con-

stitution, requiring but little care in their management beyond

providing a suitable pen for keeping them dry and clean, and then

with ordinary attention, they will thrive and prove prolific birds,

and good also to rear their young. Plenty of space should always

be given, and all nooks and corners avoided, lest they should crush,

break, fringe, or wholly destroy their tails. Brick nests on the

floor have been found most suitable for these birds. They seldom

fly much and cannot fly long ; and whatever may have been said

about their aerial rudder, powers of locomotion, or high flying

under exceptional circumstances, we know well from experience

that good Fantails cannot and will not fly much, but that they

are the tamest and perhaps the most tractable of all pigeons.

At present the recognized varieties of Fantails are White, Blue,

Sil' cr, Black, litd and Yellow. Spla bed and Saddlebacked ones
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are numerous, but are only looked upon as mongrels. It is a rare

occurrence to find two of these laiter kinds alike. There are also

Frizzled and Silki/ Fantails. VVIiitc Fantails are by far the most

numerous, and amongst them are unquestionably to be found the

best specimens.

The general properties or qu.Tliiiesof the Fan tail are briefly sum-

med up as follows, which, with the aid of our engraving, we hope

will be sufficiently clear to elucidate our views. The head of the

Fantail should be plain—capped ones were once numerous, but

are now almost disregarded. Tlie head partakes somewhat of the

ordinary elongated shape of the common Dove Pi.;eon, but with a

sudden rise from its small wart or nostril covers to the top of its

head, and then as sudden a recedence to its nccA;, which should be

slender andof anice symmetrical curve. The Ireasl must be prom-

inent ; the shoidders or wing-buils generally hidden from view ; the

wings should suddenly slope from their sockets, and just meet at

their tips behind the bird, and trailing, or nearly so, upon the

ground ; the back is very short, as a result of the neck and b.ase of

the tail coming in contact ; the tail should be large and wide-

spread, in form three-fourths of a circle, and possessed of three

rows of broad feathers, about forty-two in number. The bird must

not throw backward its head so as to protrude behind, and thus

divide its tail. To fanciers more accustomed to other varieti s

forty-two feathers for the tail may seem a great many, and so, in-

deed, they are ; but we have known a Fantail to have forty eight

tail feathers, but we prefer a bird possessing qualifications even in

a less degree, but in all its integral parts, rather than having sole-

ly a preponderating number of tail feathers at the sure sacrifice of

an erect carriage, without which many essential and minor points

arc entirely lost. Our engraving shows the desired combination.

The tail should not only be of a three-fourths circular form, but

should slightly incline over the back, but not be aside, nor should

it too much overhang, otherwise by its weight the bird's wings

are uplifted, the body hanging forward, and the general appear-

ance spoilt.

The eye of the White Fantail is dark hazel ; the legs rather

short ; the beak and nails pinkish white ; legs a.nd feet coral red.

To admirers of the expansive, many, and broad feathered "fan"

at any cost, we would again observe that such a point is very de-

sirable, but in our admiration of such a good point we must not for-

get ihe proud tip-toe strut, the graceful carriage, and nervous shake

so characteristic of a good Fantail, and without which the largest

" fan" cannt be effectively displayed. We have had under our no-

tice too many distorted specimens—toppling forward, and crouch-

ing beneath the weight of their bulky tails, their breasts in close

proximity to the ground, their piidons crossed and pointing sky-

ward—to adopt such point only as our standard. We should en-

deavor, as far as possible, to obtain the embodiment of all the es-

sential qualities, of which good carriage plays so important a part

;

it is the means by which other good qualities are exhibited to ad-

vantage.

Blue Fantails are far less numerous than the White, and, as a

rule, cannot be procured of such quality. The majority of Blues

are of a dingy hue, but there are now many excellent Blue I"ans

of a good clear color. Blue Fantails should be of a good, bright,

uniform color, the head and neck feathers of a little darker tint.

Across the upper coverts (as in Blue Pigeons generally) there are

two black bars ; a rim of black is also upon the tail near to its

e.xtremity. The eye of the Blues must be pearl, the beak and nails

dark.

Black Fantails should be as near as possible jet black ; but as

yet this desirable object is only occasionally attained. They are

much too frequently produced of a bluish black, with oftentimes a

faint indication of a bar, which is objectionable, and conclusively

shows a cross with a colored specimen, and however desirable

such cross may be to perfect other points, color must assuredly

suffer.

Tha general properties of 'B\\ies, Silvers, Blacks, Yellows, Reds,

Frizzled, and Laced Fantails tire much alike ; indeed, they should

all answer the one general description. Color of eye and feather-

ing in each of the five first named constitute the differences, and

denote the variety to which the birds belong. Red and Yellow

Fantails are very scarce. They should be of one even color, or

"self colored," and must be free from the slaty gray too frequently

visible upon most varieties termed self colored. They are held of

little value unless they are pure and uniform in color throughout

their feathering. The Beds and Yellows, also, seldom have such

expansive tails or such broad feathers as the other kinds ; their

tails arc more frequently of the tundish or shuttlecock shape, and

ill consequence are not so attractive as the Whites and Blues, but

still ihey command attention from their novel ap]iearance. Sil-

vers are much like the Blues, presenting the appearance ofa nearly-

washed-out blue, save the bar and lower portion of hackle, which

is dark—nearly black.

The eye of the Blues, Silvers, Blacks, Yellows, and Reds should

be of a pearlish color. Good yellow-eyed birds are numerous in

each variety (save Whites), but pearl eyes fur Blues, Blacks, and

Silvers should always be preferred. Of Yellows and Reds we are

not so particular, but would prefer pearl.

Frizzled Fantails are scarce. They may be described as White

Fans with their feathers turned upside down. Silky Fantails also

present a singular appeararice. They much resemble an ordinary

specimen partially dried after a bath, hut yet have, as their name

denotes, a nice silky appearance. Good specimens are of a dark-

ish tint on the eye, wattle, and nostril.

These two last-named varieties are extraordinary-looking birds,

command a high price, and attract great attention at our public

exhibitions from their very singular and rare appearance.

—Journal of Horticulture.

POULTRY AT GREAT BARRINGTON.
The thirty-fifth annual exhibition of the Housatonic Agricultu-

r.al Society, holden at Great Barrington, Sept. 27th, 28th and 29th,

with the finest display of live stock and farm produce ever made

in western Massachusetts.

There were nearly a thousand head of cattle on ground, and all

the leading br. eds were well represented. Pigs were out in full

force, and of all kinds and all colors, from the jilump and sleek

little Essex, to those domesticated Khinoceroses, the Chester White.

Sheep by the score, and last, but not the least,- the Chickens.

The officers of the society deserve great credit for the prominence

they give to this department of the exhiliition, and also for being

the first in this vicinity to adopt the Standard as a guide for the

judges. They have, the past season, erected a neat and conven-

ient poultry-house, 14x60 ft., with ninety-four coops of the regu-

lation size, and judging from the crowd that thronged the build-

ing during the three days of the fair, there was no lack of interest.

The building is well planned, and is an ornament to the grounds.

The thanks of the exhibitors, and poultry breeders generally aie

due to Mr. A. L. IluhbcU, the gentlemanly Vice-President of the

society, for his exertions in carrying out the arrangements, and

had the judging been honestly and fairly performed by the

Standard, as the rules required, the show of poultry would have

been a complete success. The writer is well aware that the posi-

tion of judge at a show is an unpleasant, and generally a thank-

less task, and that mistakes are quite likely to occur ; but if the

committee go so far in pleasing their friends as to give prizes to

fowls that are utterly disqualifiid they must expect to have their

decisions pretty severely criticised.

There were 1 15 coops ou exhibition, although only 81 entries
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were made, owing to some misunderstanding of the regulations.

Tliis was unfonunnte, as some of the very finest fowls were de-

barred from competition.

The display was a good one, most of the birds being really good

specimens, with but few scrubs or mongrels to be seen, and show-

ing a marked imjirovement over previous exhibits at this place.

The Leghorns took the lead both in numbers and quality, being

the best as a class generally ; the first premium birds being very

fine. The 2d premium Whites, were the worst in the class. The

cockerel having an enormous comb folded and twisted in front,

and lopped at the back, making him absolutely disciualified as a

show bird, and unfit for a breeder. The 2d pen of Brown con-

tained the best cockerel in the class, and had the pullets been older

they would have sharply contested for first honors.

The next in numbers was the Cochins ; three coops of Buff, and

nine of Partridge being entered ; no Black or White being shown.

The Buffs were all disqualified, and received no premiums. The
The 2d premium trio of Partridge were very fine, and were good

enough to compete for the highest honors at any show. Tlie trio

that received first were utterly and hopelessly disqualified, and I

can account for this award, only on the " tickle me, tickle you "

principle. The cockerel was a gaunt, ill-shaped, wicked-looking

villain, and the pullets had clay-colored breasts, with scarcely a

sign of penciling, and one of them had the nicest webbed feet that

I ever saw on anything except a water fowl. Dark Brahmas,

two coops, both deserving their awards. Light Brahmas, five

entries, and excepting the first premium trio, were a bad lot.

Plymouth Rocks were fair, Mr. Brewer's premium birds were

remarkably fine, and I hope we may see them at some of the lead-

ing shows this winter.

Games were a good class, although the awards were misplaced.

The first on Black Reds was given to a pen containing whcat-col-

orod hens, and one had had a top-knot trimmed out, but it was so

clumsily done that it was plainly to be seen by the most careless

observer. The 2d went to a fine trio of Warren's strain, exhibited

by F. C. Backus, of Pittsfield. This gentleman also showed the

most promising trio of Red Piles that I have seen for a long time,

but for some reason they were unnoticed by the judges. Mr.

Bearing exhibited a magnificent Gray Duckwing, said to have

been bred by Dr. Cooper. He was atall,well stationed, powerfully

built cock, showing plenty of bone and muscle, and would weigh

I should judge, nearly 7J lbs. There were several other coops of

Game competing, but were mostly too young to show to advan-

tage.

Polish, Hamburg, Houdan, and Dorainiques, several coops of

each, were fair birds ; the first on Houdans going to the largest

and finest trio of chicks that I ever saw at any show.

Three coops of Turkeys, four of Geese, and three of Ducks

made out the list. The first pen of Geese were beauties, rivaling

the newly fallen snow in whiteness, and were all the time sur-

sounded by an admiring crowd of ladies. Rouen Ducks were fine,

as were the Aylesburys, although the latter were rather below the

average in size.

There were one or two coops of several other breeds, of which I

did not make note, as time was limited.

I will add that in making this report, I have given the plain

facts of the case, as they appeared to an outsider, and have en-

deavored to be fair and impartial, and " nothing extenuate, nor

aught set down in malice."

Washening.
list of awards :

Turkeys.—\st, F. K. Hinkley ; 2d, Wm. Ford.

Geese.—1st, Hiram Dings ; 2d, Mrs. L. Van Deusen ; 3d, Geo.

Ducks.—1st, Rouen, Geo. Kellogg. Aylesbury, 1st, Geo. Kel-

logg-

Brahmas.—L., 1st, H. Dings ; 2d, C. S. Joyner. Dark, 1st, F.

C. Backus ; 2d, S. B. Sardara.

Leghorns.—White, 1st, Geo. Kellogg; 2d, Albert Winchell.

Brown, 1st, G. Kellogg; 2d, A. L. Branning.

Dominique.— 1st, Chas. Scudder.

P. Cochins.—1st, J. R. Baldwin; 2d, S. B. Sardam.

Game.—Black Red, 1st, J. H. Race; 2d, F. C. Backus. Red

Pile, 2d, J. H. Race. Blue, 2d, J. H. Race.

Po/j'sA.—Black, 1st, W. Clark. Golden, 1st and 2d, J. C.

Wheeler.

Dominiques—1st, R. A. Holmes.

Houdans—1st, Jas. H. Beckwith ; 2d, E. L. Gorham.

Bolton Grey.— 1st, H. Hollenbeck; C. Brusie.

INSTINCT vs. SIGHT.

A Plain Blue Antwerp Homing Pigeon, from Van Opstal's

stock, that I raised this year in Providence, R. I., was taken to

Canton, Mass., distant 30 miles, to be flown, preparatory to flying

a race from Boston to Providence.

This bird was tossed in a raging northeast storm, and where

it could not have seen the earth if above it to distance of 300

yards, and consequently could not see 500 yards in any direction,

still this bird found the way home in a comparatively short time.

It is needless to add that the person to whom the bird was sent

ought not to have tossed it in such weather.

I have, with one of my friends here, who takes great interest in

Homing Pigeons, flown a great many birds, but this is the

most remarkable case that has yet come under our observa-

tion. I would add that this bird had flown from a point 18 miles

from Providence, in the direction of Canton, two days previous to

his flight in rain and fog.

Peovidence, R. I., Nov. 19th, 1876. G. W. A.

TO PRESERVE EGGS.

I have experimented with many nests of eggs this year, and

find that butter or grease of any kind with me will certainly keep

the eggs clear, but incubation will not begin. I have tried a solu-

tion composed of glycerine and olive oil with the same result.

If you wish to keep eggs fresh for six months, take four ounces

of the best glycerine and two ounces of the best olive oil, shake

well up together and rnb on the eggs. I had some eggs at break-

fast that were put down last January in a cool cellar, that were

treated with a coat of this egg preserver, and packed the large

end down, in fine sand or salt, and 30U could not tell them from

freshly laid eggs. Out of twenty-four dozen that we have used

this month, that were put down in that way in January and Feb-

ruary, only five bad ones (and they only had a strong musty smell

not rotten, my wife said, ) have been found among them.

De. W. C. Munroe.

WESTERN MASS. POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

Ed. of Fanciers' Jobrnal :

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of our society held

Nov. 23d, it was voted to judge and award society premiums to

single specimens, each bird to be considered a unit, and stand or

fall by its own merits. Also voted that a bird to receive 1st pre-

mium shall score 90 points, 2d premium 85 points, and 3d premi-

um 80 points. These figures to be strictly adhered to by all

judges. Awards will be made before the public are admitted to

the hall.

Show will be held at Northampton from Jan. 24th to 26 th in

elusive, 1877.

Please give the above a place in your valuable paper at an early

day, and oblige, yours very respectfully,

M. L. Kidder, Assistant Secretary,
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RAIL-SHOOTING IN SOUTH JERSEY.
It is a curious fact that the Tuckahoe river which winds its

crooked coarse between Atlantic and Cape May counties, and

pours its muddy waters into Great Egg Harbor bay, contains not

a single spear of wikl rice from its source to its mouth, while all

the numerous creeks that help swell the volume of its waters,

above where the flood tides are salt, are filled with this reed. Rail

birds, as every gunner knows, delight in the seeds and tender

shoots of the wild rice, and where it is plentiful congregate in

vast numbers and grow enormously fat. The marshes on the

margins of the tributary streams of the Tuckahoe, as I said

before, abound in wild rice and consequently are favorite feeding

grounds of the rail.

The first of September, '76, found me staying at a farm house

a stone's throw from the brackish waters of the Tuckahoe, impa-

tiently awaiting one of the easterly gales and high tides which

accompany this month of the equinox. On the fifth the wind
" hauled round to the eastward," and a retired old sea-captain

prophesied a high tide next day. Sure enough the sea-cap-

tain's prediction came true, and a very high tide, indeed, came

in. Early in the morning I put on my overdress of white

"duck," and shouldering my breech-loading gun, went down to

the rail skiff which lay secured to a wharf at which coasting

schooners were loaded with wood. The negro whom I had en-

gaged to " push " for me, was already in the boat, smoking a

short, black, clay pipe, which he removed from his mouth every

few minutes to whistle :

" De gospel train am comin' by."

A slight rain was falling and the tide, which was yet only about

half flood, had covered the marsh which I had selected as the

scene of the " murder of the rail," to a sufficient depth for push-

ing our light boat over every part of it.

The strong arm of the negro at the oars sent the light skiff

swiftly through the turbulent waters, and we soon entered the

mouth of the selected creek.

" Sah, if you'll git ready, I think I can raise a bird or two out

of dat patch," said Jake, ray negro pusher, dropping the oars

and seizing a long cedar pole with three "paws" at one end, to pre-

vent it from sinking deeply into the mud. The boat was sweeping

along a narrow bunch of wild rice. So I buckled my cartridge

belt around me and drawing back the hammers of my gun,

awaited the "flush" of a rail. But the negro gave the skiff a

sudden shove through the reeds, causing me to lose my balance.

I lay on my back in the bottom of the boat with the muzzle of

the cocked gun staring Jake directly in the face. The negro's

face assumed an ashy hue, and he ducked his head quickly to one

side and said in a chattering voice, "Sah, I'd like to push for you,

deed I would, but if you do sich a foolish trick as dat, agin, I'll

jump over board and swim ashore, deed I will, sah !" It was a

miracle that in falling I had not pulled the triggers and had a mur-

der on my conscience.

Promising Jake that I would try to be less awkward, I regained

an upright position and bracing myself firmly with my knees

against the sides of the skiff, once more awaited a shot. Whack !

went the push-pole on the surface of the water, queet ! queet

!

went the rail from a hundred directions. " We's struck a mine of

dem," said Jake. I had no time to reply, for even as he spoke

bang ! bang ! went both barrels at two rail that had jumped up on

either side of the boat. I missed them both. "Yah ! yah !" roared

the black, " 0, golly ! de patent gun !" But his laugh soon

ceased 'and his countenance changed to a look of wonder, for

while he was laughing I had put in new cartridges and cut down

a rail that rose some thirty yards ahead. Another rose on the

report, and I killed it, and while Jake was picking them up I had

reloaded. "Anyhow sah, dem patent guns loads right smart,"

he said, greatly astonished at the rapidity with which a breech

loading gun may be loaded.

During this day's sport I had an opportunity of observing a

brutal method used by some of the South Jerseymen for slaugh-

tering rail. Two farmers' sous in a " garrey " were practicing

this pot-hunterish manner. They were on the marsh opposite,

so I had a fine view of their proceedings. When a rail was

flushed they would not attempt to shoot it, but allowing it to

alight would push noiselessly up to it and poking their pot-metal

gun within a few yards of the unwary bird, as it sat on the water,

blow it nearly to pieces with 2 oz. of number five shot. The

birds being very fat and adverse to flying far, these railthirsty

Jerseymen secured some fifty terribly mangled rail, which birds

together cauuot contain less than six pounds of shot, making

them enjoyable eating for people with false teeth.

Jake pushed up the creek until the tide turned, and then we

came down with it, gunning the marsh on opposite side. In

about three hours' shooting, I secured one hundred and thirty-

four birds—an excellent bag, Jake said, but which he attributed

not to my excellent shooting but to the rapidity with which a

breech-loading gun can be shot.

Paul Logic.

BiKDS AND Lighthouses.—The brightness of the lamps in

the lighthouses of our coasts says the Jacksonville Union, frequent-

ly produces great destruction among birds. As they fly along the

beach in the gloom of the evening, or seek the shelter of the land

when the ocean breezes blow too strong for their comfort or

pleasure, they are dazzled by the brilliancy of the lights in the

towers, and frequently fly blindly against the glass of the build-

ing, crushing and breaking their bones, and often killing them

instantly. On Wednesday evening vast numbers flew against

the tower at Maryport, and were killed, or so badly bruised that

they crawled away to die. It is said one of the light-keepers

swept off in the morning six hundred dead birds from the top of

the tower, and that many others were scattered on the ground at

its foot.
.--•

A Good Joke was perpetrated by a Chemung county farmer,

a member of the Elmira Farmer's Club. He had been greatly

bothered by hunters from the city who had entered hiwo ods

with a perfect abandon and slaughtered the squirrels in great num-

bers. One day he procured two or three squirrels, took them to

a taxidermist and had them stuffed. He then took them to his

woods and nailed them fast to the limbs of as many trees, in such

a wav that they could be easily seen by the hunters. How much
powder and lead has been wasted on those squirrels it is impossi-

ble to tell, but many a good marksman has wondered why he

could not bag the game. The old farmer has doubtless many a

hearty laugh at the discomfiture of the hunters. We are not sure

that we ought to have let the secret out, but the joke is a little too

good to keep.
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ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the week eudiDg Nov. 2*2d, 187(3.

1 RoI)in {Tunlus migralorius) . Presented by Mi-9. Lewis W.
Moxey, Phila.

1 'Ra.vnOwX (Strixjlammea). One Badger (Ta-r/rfea ameri'cana).

Purchased.

1 Barred Owl (Sijrnium nebuhsum). Presented by John Kri-

der, Phihi.

1 Red Owl (Scopsasio). Presented by Mrs. Stewart, Phila.

1 Snowy Owl (Nyctea nivea). Presented bv David Landreth
& Sons, Phila.

1 Green ilonkcy [Cercopilhecus callitrichusj. Presented by Alex
Cattell, Jr., Phila.

1 Spanish Cock and Hen. Presented by A. B. Goodyear,
Phila.

ARTHnR E. Brown, Gen'l Supt.

F^IviiLiy\F^ Science.

Contributions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

—We copy the following from the fly-leaf of an old book on

ornithology formerly owned by our contributor, Peter Peppercorn.

" The study of Natural History is pleasing in youth, delightful in

manhood, and a solace in old age. As, when we are no longer able

to traverse the woods and fields, we may sit and reciill the scenes

of the past, and ponder over the wouderful works of Nature."

FASCINATION—PHOCA IN ANSWER TO J. M. m'cANN.
Continued from page 552.

Mr. Gosse in Romance of Natural History, after reviewing

the whole subject concludes as follows :
" We shall not perhaps

err if we conclude that the peculiarity exists not in the object but

in the subject; that it is a mental emotion capable of being ex-

cited by objects having little in common, except the death terror

which they excite. I have no doubt that it is a phase of extreme

terror : the singularity of the phenomanon consists in the reversal

of ordinary instinctive laws which it induces."

" The power said to be posessed by the rattlesnake of fascina-

ting its prey has been the theme of many an astonishing tale, and

the posession of this faculty is still believed by many. There is

no doubt that the smaller animals on which the reptile subsists

are alarmed in the presence of their known enemy, and that fear

may cause them to lose their self-possession, and thus they are

more readily seized by their cunnning opponent."—Goldsmith's

Animated Nature.

" Their glance has been said to have the power of fascinating

their prey so as to make it drop into their mouths ; but there can

be little doubt that, if this power exists, it has been greatly ex-

aggerated. That a suddenly surprised animal should be arrested

by terror and easily fall a victim to the serpent is highly probable,

but that it should descend to its destruction from the tops of the

tallest trees is almost incredible."—Die. of Nat. His.—Breton.
" Though it does not climb trees it nevertheless makes its

principal foo 1 of birds, squirrels, &c. It was for a long time

believed, that it had the power of torpefying them with its breath,

and even of fascinating, that is, of forcing them by its glance

alone to precipitate themselves into its mouth. It appears, how-

ever, that it is enabled to seize them, only during those irregular

movements, which the fear of its aspect causes them to make."

—Cuvier's Animal Kingdom.
" It is believed by some naturalists to have the power of fasci-

nating its prey, by going at it so as to render it incapable of flight,

bnt others are doubtful as to this being the fact. The probability

seems to be that the victim is prevented from escaping merely by

the extreme terror which its formidable enemy inspires."—BufFon's

Nat. His.

" It has been supposed that the rattlesnake.employs its rattle to

startle the squirrels and other small animals upon which it

feeds, from their repose, and that these being deprived of the

power of making their escape, from the terror inspired by the un-

expected proximity of their enemy, fall easy victims to its voracity,

but this, like the accounts of the fascinating power exercised by

the rattlesnake on their prey, is scarcely borne out by facts."

—

Orr's Circle of the Sciences.

" Numerous experiments prove that the rattlesnake eats indif-

ferently all kinds of dead birds he meets with ; and that he

employs no supernatural means, as asserted, to seize his victims."

—Cassell's Nat. His.

Carpenter's Zoology does not refer to it.

To he Continued.

—Mr. Turner Evans, of Paris, Towa, has in his possession a

mad-stone which he affirms and has the documents to prove, has

effected 680 cures of persons and animals bitten by rabid dogs, in

some cases where hydrophobic convulsions had fet in. The stone

is no larger than a man's thumb, and weighs but a quarter of an

ounce.

—Queen Victoria has received from the empress of Brazil a
present of a dress woven of the webs of the large South American
spider.

—A petrified honeycomb is the latest Sacramento novelty.

The combs are full of honey—and wax and honey are turned
into solid stone.

For the Fanciers' Journal.

THE EDELWEISS (GUAPHALIUM LONTOPO-
DIUM).

We may hope at some future day to see this interesting flower

growing upon the northern crags and mountain-side of our own
beautiful land. Here is what has been done with it in Germany.

It has been hitherto supposed that the Edelweiss could not be

grown anywhere but among the Alpine mountains, neither, it was

thought, would it bear transplanting. Such however seems not to

be the facts as a gardner in Cassel, Germany, has succeeded in

raising a little plant of it to a blooming flower ! It was brought

from one of the most inaccessible mountains of the Tyrol in the

autumn of 1 874, enveloped in a ball of moss, and was not dis-

turbed until the next spring, when it was properly planted, and in

June ten little blossoms appeared clad in the well known hue of

silver-grey, which developed into the snow-white tuft known in

the language of flowers as " noble purity," which is the meaning

of the name Edelweiss. With the success of the Cassel gardener in

view, it is now proposed to try the transplanting of the Edelweiss

to the Hartz and Thuringian Mountains in the hope that if it

should grow there the tendency of Alpine tourists to seek it in the

dangerous spots where is as yet only to be found flourishing, will

die out. Not only has the tourist met with death or broken limbs

in the endeavor to obtain the valued flower, but often has the

young and hardy jager been found cold in death, at the foot of

the crag, on the top of which had grown the Edelweiss—the choic-

est gift an Alpine lover can bestow on the maiden of his love

—

with the snow-white tuft, for which he had ventured and lost his

life, clasped in his hand !

The Austrian Alpine Club last year, alarmed at the number of

accidents to seekers after Edelweiss, resolved to prohibit the wear-

ing of it by the members of their club.

Be this our holy, high ambition,

What 'er our failings past and gone,

To rise above our sad condition

Seek " noble purity'' alone,

And boldly mounting t'ward the skies

I death our Edelweiss.

Got S. Cutus.
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DINING -AT THE RESTAURANT, vs. DINING AT
HOME.

an experience of a single week.

[Scene.—Dining Room in Mr. Dtmple's House—Time,
Dinner Hour—Monday. Seated at table, Mr. and
Mrs. Dymple—Miss Jennie, and Masters Phil and
Charlie Dymple.]

Mr. D. Well Dolly dear ! How glad I am that I have arranged

my business so that in future I shall be able to dine with you and

the children at home. You have a splendid piece cf beef here
;

how will you have your slice, rare, or well done "i Indeed you are

such a rare woman j'ourself it would not be " well done " on my
part to give you an outsider—" Second cut," eh 1 Well, there

you are—Now Jennie, bow will you have yours—rare, eh "i well

done for yon—and Phil—rare too, and Charlie—" Rare papa ;

"

—Well, here you are, why, whnt a rare set you are—Now Dolly

dear serve out the coffee and you, Jenchen, the vegetables, and

what a cozy, pleasant dinner we will have ! I am quite provoked

to think how much pleasant chat I have lost away from you and

the children, Dolly, by being obliged through business, to dine at

those confounded restaurants. And how any man who can go

home to dine, does not go is a mystery to me ; especially when

I realize, as I do now what freedom there is from care, and what

comfort and happiness there is in sitting down with one's wife and

children to the principal meal of the day.

Mrs. D. Yes Ducky, it is very nice to have you home with us

;

the dinner never seemed right without you at the head of the

table, and I hope after this there is where we shall see you every

day. I am sure Jenchen and the boys, as well as myself, will do

all we can to make your dinner hour a pleasant one. By the

way, now that you are here, I wish you would measure the hall

before you go, as we must have a new carpet pot down, and I

wish to know exactly how many yards to purchase.

Jennie. And Pop—Mrs. Marabout is to sead home my new

bonnet some time today—will you please leave me about $20, for

indeed my pocketbook is quite empty—do now, that's a dear

Pop!
Phil. And father, I wish you would see that gas-man again;

there's a leak somewhere in my room, and it ought to be attended

to—last night I was almost suffocated.

Charlie. Papa, I want a new strap for my school-books. You
know you promised me one more than

Mr. D. Yes, yes, now let me see ; Dolly, you want the hall

measured; Jenchen, there's your S20—what an extravagant puss

you are—And Phil, just go over to Mr. Oxygen and tell him to

come over here and attend to that leak—and Charlie, I'll get you

a strap as I come home. Time's up now—should be at the store

this moment ! Good bye. (Exit in haste.)

Scene 2d.

—

Same as before. (Time—Tuesday—Family
SEATED AT TABLE.)

Mrs. D. Now father, there's a nice pair of chickens for you to

carve—at least they should be nice—but that range bothers me
more than a little—I think we will have to have a new range put

up, and I sliould just like to have one the same as Sally

Bender has had put in her house^

Jennie. Yes Pop, that's just an elegant range. I was there to

tea last Wednesday you know, and Tilly Bender did bake some

cakes for tea which were just lovely ! and if we had such a range

as that you would see how I would " play dough," as you call it

—and what cakes I would bake for you—do have a new range

—

and by the' way, Pop, don't you think Mrs. Marabout sent a bill

for $30 instead of $20, for my bonnet ?— It's a love though

—

She says I made a mistake in the price, and that yon would be

angry at me for even thinking of wearing a $20 bonnet.

Mr. D. Indeed ! my dear child, I thought yon were very ex-

travagant in giving $20 even, and I don't

Phil. But father, the bonnet and the bill have both come home,
and I hope you are not going to make us all look'so mean as to

haggle over it, for then I should be afraid you would do the same
with my tailor when my " knickerbocker " suit comes home—and
it's a " stunner," I tell you.

Charlie. Papa, you did not get me the right kind of a strap,

I told you I wanted one just like Bill Swivell's, and papa, I want
a " knickerbocker " too—all the fellers in our class wears 'em.

Mr. D. Well, you must have it, I suppose—and Jenchen,

here's another "X." I always called you a dear girl you know.

There ! there ! don't pout,—and now I must go.

Mrs. D. But Ducky ! what about the range ? Will you see

to if?

Mr. D. Yes, yes, I will think of it.

Mrs. D " Think of it
! " that's just the way with the men

!

Mr. D. Well, well ; I must go now.

—

(Exit somewhat worried.)

[Scene 3d

—

Wednesday—Time and place as before. All
SEATED AT TABLE WITH THE EXCEPTION OF Mr. DyMPLE.]

Mrs. D. I wonder where 'your father can be ! Here's Phil in

a hurry waiting to go to the boat-race—the dinner will be over-

done if it is not soon served up ; or it will be all cold when he

comes if it is. I declare the men don't care how us poor women
work and slave to please them. {Enter Mr. Dymple.^ Well, you

have come at last ! I expect the dinner is all spoiled, and I had

such a nice leg of lamb with mint sauce.

Mr. D. Why, Dolly dear, I could not come before, I had a cus-

tomer in hand and by whom I made several dollars.

Mrs. D. There it is. All you men think of is getting dollars,

and my nice dinner, after all my pains, getting spoiled.

Mr. D. And, I might say, Mrs. D. that all you women think

of is spending dollars. Look at Jenchen's new bonnet

Jennie. Now father I do not think I am extravagant at all.

You ought to see Carrie Vanbeil's bonnet. Mine is nowhere,

and her father didn't say a word ! I declare father, I never saw

such a man as you in my life. One has no comfort with you

—

(cries.)

Phil. I hope there will be no fuss like this when my "knick"

comes home.

Charlie. Papa—Bill Swivell's got a new pair of shoes, and I

want a pair just like 'em. They're patent leathers.

Mr. D. (e.%-cited.) I don't care if he has ; nor

M7-S. D. Husband ! don't snub the dear child that way. If all

the boys wear them, why he must have them too. And, now I think

of it, you will have to send a plumber here to see about the water

;

we can't get a drop in the bath-room and Mrs. Bozer, our next

door neighbor says they get a full supply all over the house. How

do you like that lamb ? It would have been better had you come

sooner, though that range does work terribly ; still I think you

could get no such dinner at a restaurant. How diJ you like it ?

Mr. D. Very well, but it would have been better if I could have

had the same freedom from business as one can get at a restaurant.

I hardly know among you all what I have had for dinner ; but

my time is up—I will think of all your wants, if I can, as I go

back to the store. It will help digest whatever it was I have had for

dinner.

—

(Exit—As he hurries out of the door Mrs. D. calls out,

Hubby ! Don't you think our front door and windows should

be oiled 'i and the gate have a new coat of green ?

)

[Scene 4th

—

Thursday—Same time and place. All seated

AT table.]

Mrs. D. Now this is nice ; all to sit down together and have a

quiet dinner. So different I am sure, from your hotel or restau-
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rant ilimiers, wlicrc all !< noise and confusion. To be free from

Oi\re, vi'xntion, and annoyance, tliere is snrely no place like home.

Jennie. Pop ! Last summer yon promised me a set of croquet
;

will you never get it for me 7 now the first clear day Carrie

Diihosq, Alice Warwick, Susie Wilson, and their yonni; men are

all Koinff out to the park to play, and I have promised to c" "'ith

them, and Keadinij says that he will send my croijiiel out for me,

so I wish you would fret it tod.ay—stop as you go from dinner and

fell Mr. Perry to .icnd it home before night, then I will bo sure

to have it all ready.

^/rs. L). And Ducky, speaking of crorjnet, our kindling-wood

is nearly out, Bridget says; I wish you would stop at the saw-

mill and order a load. It is considerable out of your way I know,

but then they send us such good wood that it pays for the trouble,

and I know if you get to the store once, you are then so busy that

you will never think to send for it, so I wish you to stop yourself,

for we may he out in a day or two.

Charlie. Papa, I want a rousing flag to fling out of my
window on the "4th July." Bill Swivell and Gus Mylertz are

going to have one and I want one just like theirs. It will only

cost ten doUars—pole and all— that's all I want for the " 4ih
"

besides a thunderin' lot of fire works ! Now do get me the flag

before they are all gone—Flags arc going up like fun—they'll he

awful dear, and scarce too, next week.

I'h'd. Father, 1 wish you wonid give me another slice of beef

—

rare, if you please. You ought to bring home a new carving

knife, that one's played out, and I like mj' beef cut " diaphanous"

—that's the word now. If you will give me the money I will get

you a carver to-day, and at the same time you may as well give

me the money for my " knickcrbocker;" it will be home to night,

and my tailor says he's " one price," and "cash down " now.

Mr. D. Yes, yes ; I declare you are all handing up yonr plates

for a second supply, and as yet I have scarcely tasted a mouthful.

Let me

—

Mis. D. Children ! do let your father get his dinner. You
should not bother him so at mealtimes. I declare! he has no

peace with your wants—coffee'? why I declare I had quite forgot-

ten you, Ducky, but be sure you do not do that way about the

kindling wood, dear.

Charlie. Nor about that flag, papa.

Phil. Or the money for my " kniek." I declare I would not

have the boy take them back for want of pay, for one million

dollars.

Jennie. And, father dear, the croquet—whatever you forget,

don't forget that.

Mr. D. (risinj) Well, well, I will try and think of all, but

—

Mrs. D. Stop Ducky, you have not had your dessert.

Mr .D. Have n't I ?—Well really I don't know what I've had,

for hearing of whatyou all have not ! I must go without the dessert

10 day as I have no time, but I will take an apple iu my pocket.

Good bye !

{^s Mr. D. goes, Mrs. D. cries ;—Ducky, don't forget the kin-

dling-wood. £xit D., closing the door with a bang.)

[Scene 5th,

—

Dinins Room as Before,—Time, Fkidat.]

Enter Mr. D. "No one here \" {goes to kitchen duor.) Bridg-

et ! Where's Mrs. D., and why is not the dinner readyV
Bridget. Well Sur, the dinner ain't ready!—Mrs Dymple's

up stairs,—the range wouldn't cook to day, Sur, and the kindling-

wood is all gone, Sur ! {Enters Mrs. D.)

Mr. D. How's this Dolly, it's quite late, and hardly a sign of

dinner ?

Mrs. D. Well, I told you that range was out of order days ago,

but you did nothing about it, biu say you would see to it, and
then there is no wood, and 1 told you yesterday to order a load

!

Mr. D. Well I did order it, but you did not say yOu were qu'te

out, and so I did not hurry it up—and now tell Bridget to serve

up dinner, as I must hurry back to the store.

Mrs. D. That store ! You are alw us in a hurry to get to that

store—one never has any good of your company ; I declare Dym-
ple, I wish

—

Mr. D.—Dont wish anything, my dear, hut have the din-

ner placed on the table, and ring the bell for Jenchen atid the

boys.

{Bridget serves up, rings t!ie bell—Enter Jennie and the hmjs. All

siI.)

Mr. D. Why Dolly, this steak would make excelhnt sole-

leather ! besiile.s, it is much too rare— it is hardly warmed through !

Mrs. D. Well ! I told you, that range would not cook !

Phil. Yes ! t ther, and a dull knife makes tough beef; you

wouldn't let me get a carver yesterday, and now "you see how it

is yourself
!"

Jennie. I don't want any beef, or anything else !

—

{pouts.)

Mr. D. Why, what's he m ii er Jenchen ! ynu seem in a huff

about something ! Didn't your eroqivt come home "i

Jennie, No it didn't, and at two o'clock, Heading will be here to

take it out in his carriage. I don't suppose you ordered it at all 7

Mr. D. Yes I did ; and it was to come up early this morning.

Charlie. Papa, I want an eagle on my flug-pole. I don't like

«n old ball. A flag's no good that ain't got an eagle on the pole !

What's a ball got to do with Liberty ? And I want an eagle,

"Liberty or Death," on the "4th o* July !"

Phil. Father, I don't like that knickcrbocker. The coat ain't

nobby enough; and the vest must be too short, for all the fellers

keep tellin' me to " pull it down !" The trousers are only twenty-

five inches wide in the leg, and I ordered them twenty-five and a

half. I want you to stop there and tell him to make me another
;

he » on't do it for me, but he will for you !

Mr. D. Very well !—Now my dear, give me a cup of coflfee,

and with a taste of your rice pudding I must be off'.

Mrs. D. Well it is too bad that you must go so soon after all

a body's care ! Oh, I liked to have forgotten. That hall carpet

!

It is half a yard too short ! how came you to make such a mistake

in the measurement ?

Mr. D. I don't know that I did make a mistake, and I have

no time now,—confound the carpet!

Mr. D. There now, fly into a passion ! This is what I get for

trying to make home look nice and comfortable, and you fall to

swearing about it ! (cries. Exit Dymple with hat rammed down over

his ei/es, and hajids in pockets, leaving the door wide open, which Mrs.

D. shuts with considerable slum.)

[Scene Last.—Saturday.—Same Time and Place.—All
SE.4.TED AT TaBLE.]

il7rs. D. How glad I am Ducky, that you come home so regu-

lar to dinner. 'Tis so much nicer that I declare it is quite a dif-

ferent house; and you will spend no more money or time in those

abominable restaurants, will you 1

Phil. Say father, that suit of mine 1

Charlie. Papa! my flag hasn't come home, and the "4th" is

only three weeks off!

Mrs. D. Ducky, what am I to do about that entry carpet ? I

can't put it down. Why dont you speak? lam sure we have

none of us been unreasonable ; have we children ?

Phil. I am sure I have hardly said a word the whole week-
some fellows are knagging their governors for sotnething all the

time !

Jennie. I only said a word about croquet, and I ain't got my
set yet either.

Charlie. Well, all I wanted was a flag, a pair of shoes like

Bill Swivell's, a knickerboeker, some fire-crackers, and an eagle

on

—

Mr. D. Wife! give me my coffee and dessert, please,
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Mrs. D. Yes ; Ducky. Thei-c you are, and now tell me—

?

Mr. D. Yes, now I ivill tell you ! I have ilincd at home for one

week, and not a dinner have I had in peace !

Mrs.D. Oh! Ducky!

Children. Oh! fathL-r

!

Mr. D. One moment! I can hardly tell what I have dined

upon during the last six days, for I have had carpets, gas-fi.xtures,

knickerbockers, kindling-wood, water-pipes, p.ntent leather shoes,

honncts, carving-knives, kitchen-ranges, flags, fireworks and

spread eagles, each and every one in turn, and sometimes altogeth-

er ; with a parting shot regularly fired at me every day as I shut

the front door ! Now I can dine at a restaurant without any of

these articles served up, and where the only demand upon me is

the value of the check the waiter brings me ; where too I have

a chance to know what I am eating, and time_and opportunity to

read ray paper, in the bargain !

Mrs. D. But, Ducky !

Mr. D. One moment ! It would seem as though you had all

entered into a conspiracy, only that I know man, as well as wo-

man, is a grumbling animal, and if the grumbling was done at

the right time and place much might be borne with, but, allow me
to say, Dolly and children, the dinner hour and table is not the

right time and place to bring up the sum total of your wants. I

shall attend to all unfmished demands on Monday ; but henceforth-,

as pleasant as you think home, I shall dine at the restaurant.

(Exit Di/mple while all stand amazed, and wonder '* what on earth

can be the matter with father '"'.)

MORAL.

Wives, daughters and sons, the pleasantest home, and the best

d nners may be spoiled by two much mi.\ing of bonnets, gas-

pipes, fireworks, patent-leathers, and "sich." Ifyou want husband

and father to dine at home, transact your iiisiness at the proper time,

and let him dine in peace, for truly may he say " better is a din-

ner of herbs where /)euce i.s, than a stalled ox, und business theie-

with !"

GtlY S. CUTUS.

ExchJA^MQES.
(ir^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-

scribing- and offering for Kxcliaiiiie only, ^vill be allowed at 25 cents

for e;icti and every insertiou. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

[[^^"TO ESCHANQB FOR CASB'' Or "GREKNBaCKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"
or '"WAITED AN OFFER," etc., etc., canuot under auy circumstances be admitted
to the Exchange or Wa7it column.
H^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 25 cents.

BOX 368, No. Attleboro, M^
cubator, in perfect order, and but little used, for offers. Singing C;

preferred Postal cards accepted.

O. K, BACOIV, Riverside Station, Conn., will exchange one second-
hand Weed Sewing Rlachine, in good order, for oae Brown Leghorn Cock and
seven Pullets. Muse be good ones.

JOHN B. TEMPIiETON, No. New Salem. Mass., will exchange 1

pair of Gee?c, (cross of Toulout^e aud China), 1 S. S Hamburg Cock, for G. s.

Hamburg Pullet and trio of B. B. )\ed Games, or offers. The Cock is hatch

C. P. BOLl.ES, Rockville, Conn., will exchnnge one pair of B. B. R,

Game Bantams, and one pair of Wild Geene, also a Blue Dutchess Cock, and a
Yellow Hen, for Inside Tilmblers, (any color except black,) Fantails and
Trumpeters. What offersj

S. P. HALLECK, Oriskany, N. Y.. would like to exchange one
trio of splendid B. B. Red Games, Plymouth Rocks, and Fancy Pigeons, for

Self inking Press, (*'Model" preferred) Type and Fixtures, or Fancy Type
aud Fixtures alone. Who speaks first?

EOW. BEV«»E, Box 115, Westchester, Pa., will exehange two Black
Trumpeter Cocks, and three nice young Roosrers, for offers ; also for sale 1

Brown Leghorn and two or three young White Leghorn Uoostars, about six or

seven months old.

C. T. G. OHACE, No. 206 Franklin St , N. Y., will exchange W. C.

B. Polands, Buff Cochins, Light Brahmas, Duckd. &c
, uW noted strnins, for

Pear, Plum, and Cherry Trees, Vines, Bushes, (Fruit), Grape, &c., Harness,
Farm Wagon, Paint, Pigs, Apples, Potatoes, Gniin, Books, Canary Birds.

"What offers?

CHAS. F. THOMPSON, Wadley's Falls, N. U , has good Brown
Leghorn and Plymouth Kock Cockerels, and Light Brahma Pullets, to ex-

change for any kind of liens and I'ulletB, Pekin Ducks, Poultry' BoukSj ur

Papers. Write aud make offurs. Postals auswered.

CHARfl.ES A, ANBKEAV, West Boxfnrd, Ma.-'s., will exchtinge
Lop-eared Rabbits, of any age, or White Fantail Pigeons, for young Ferrets,
or P. Rock Pullets, or offers.

Wni. M. O^FtKBELL. Taylorville, 111. will cxchMnge a trio of
either P. Rocks, S G. Dorkings, or Dark Br«hmas, for a good No. l.^ S. & \V.

Revolver. Prefer Nidu-l plated.

ATWOOD B. HOSKINS, Media, Pa., has for exch>inge Plnck
Jacobins, Turbits. Silver-wing, Yellow-wing, and Solid Yellow, and Yellow
Tumblers, for Dink's, Mayhew & Hutchinson, or Stonehenge on the Dig, or
Belgian Antwerps.

ii. KITZ,TIII[>L.EK, LockBox No. 4, Harrisburg Pa., will exchange
one :\Inikinjr llini. 4m ji lir Common Pigeon«, and Tumblers, J-cobins, Barbs,
Fant.ils, aud nflu;r Funi-y I'igeon^, for anything that will not eat.

A. G. D'\BIWO\D, Morton, Delaware Co., Pa., has two Cocks and
fivM hens, good B ack Spanish, to exchange for pair of Yorkshire l'ig.-», or
offers. Give, and expect good stock.

GEO. F. LAWRE^CE, Worcester, Mass., will exchange one pair

of Pea Fowls, iu full plumage, very fine; one pair Himalayan Rabbits, lor

Poultry, Merchandise, or offers.

A. A, WlTLLilE, Bowmanville, Ontario, has a Seven-shot Itevolver,

a small I'rinting Pre-s, and nice Meershaum Cigar holder. Will exchange for

Fancy Pigeons. What offers? ^__^_
"WJW. M. O'FAKKELIi, Taylorville, Ills., has fnr exch;inge P.

Rock Pullets, a few choice Buff Cochin Cockerels, (Jones' strain.) for offers.

Will answer postals.

JOHN F. NH E, Williamspnrt, Pa , has for exchange WhiteShinted
Japan Silkies, (very rare) ; also Black-Shinned Silkies, for Home Corn Sheller,

one gallon Drinking Fountain, or offers.

SCOTT BKOS., VVrightstown, Bucks Co., Pa., will exchange Red,
Yellow, and Black Owl Hens, for I'ocks of same; Hlack Magpie, Archaugil,
Tumbler, Hnd Fan Hens, pair Black Moorcaps, Black M^tgpie.'i, \Vhire Fans,
Silver D. W. Game Bantams and B. B. R Game Bantam Hens, and lilue Uwl
Cock, for offers.

GEORI-E \V, BIXON, Box 18S, Worcester. Mass., wii| exchange
exhibition Red Pyle Game Bantams (three pjiirs,) Silver Duckwing Gan-e
Bantams, Black Red Game Bantams, colored and pure White Guinea Pigs, f« r

Merchan'iise ; also 5 Black Cochin Pullets, and 1 Black Cochin Cock, extra,

(W. P. Atkinson, P. Williams, and Streeter's stock), for Plymouth Rock or
White Leghorn Pullets.

Si;SAN HARMANs Middletown, Pa., will dispose of the follo^ii g
Fowls in exchange; ooe pair Toulouse Ge-^se, (Todd'.-* strain,) I'artridge

Cochins, Black Cochins, Light Brahmas, Brown Leghorns. The above are

Todd's strain. Mwkeme an offer.

BENJ. Br.AIMPIED, 307 Mount Znar St., Elmira, N. Y., will ex-
change one beautiful Black Walnut Mocking Bird Cage, highlv orname'Hed,
and tit for any parlor. Is 4 feet long, 2 feet wide, 2 feet deep ; arched door

frame; double doors in front. French plate glass in doors and headlight.

Large back door, with looking glass, and fine Chromo of Deer and Rabbit
cased in same. Beautiful Steeple in cenfer, also one at each end. Draw trav

for cleaning cage, in three sections, and covered with rii-h oil cloth Doorand
bell knobs silver-mounted. Was once offered sixty dollars Pt c.nge and refused

it. Will exchange the ^ame for five (5) trios of thoroughbred Poultry, follow-

ing varieties : W. C. B. Polish, W. C. W. Polish, G. Sebright Hantams, W.
Leghorns, Brown or Black Leghorns. None but pure stock wanted. Exhibi-
tion birds. Write.

T. B. ABAIfIS, Franklin, Pa., will exchange 4 trios of G. S. Ham-
burgs, No. 1 birds; Corn Shelle i-s ; Poultry; 30 Chromos, neatly framed;
FjuicIts' Journal, complete to '77 ; Parsons' Laws of Business

;
Wells' Every

Mhh his own Lawyer; Water Fountains, ( Wade's) ^ gallon ; a White I'outer

Cock, and Beagle Dog, for a small size Printing Press, complete, or offers on
postal cards.

JOHN FOKBES, Ilurr St., between Front and Second. Ilarrisburg,

Pa, has 5 volumes Bates' History of the Late Rebellion ; worth Si5".00. Will
exchange for a good Double barreled Shot Gun, Breech-loader pieferred ; one
Navy Kevolver, one Brown Leghorn Cockerel, Daik Brahmas, Sultans, and
good Singing ('anarv Birds. Two Brown Thrushes to e.xchanue for offers.

J. T. BELL, Franklin, Pa ,
has 7 trios Black Red Games, "76 hatch,

SIO per trio ; Long Silver Watch Guard, !ffl5 ; 7-8hot Cartridge Revolver, *8

;

good heavy Single-barrel Shot Gun, -f15 ;
Single-barrel Car'ridge Pistol, .^4;

three years Poultry World, in patentbinder, S5.50 ;
75 lb. collection .Minerals,

$25; Home Corn Sheller, new, $2.50, to exchjinge for Breech loading Kitle,

Breech-loading Shot Gun, Printing Press and outfit, Foot Lathe and Tools,

large t'artridge Revolver, Music Box, or offers.

T. A. AVINFB^.LB, Hubbard, 0,
Fowls, a pair of Cocker Spaniels, or fine Gui

stock advertised by him.

T, A. AVINBFIELP, Hubbard, 0., wants a good Carriage Robe
exchange for any of the stock advertised by him.

W. C, EATON, Newark. N. J., will exchange a Magic Lantoin, cost

$200; a Graves' Incubator, ffilOO ; or German Canaries, good singers, for

Black or White Cochins, or B. Leghorns. Must he flrst-class.

A. B. HOIiCOMBE, JK., Lambertville, N. J., will exchange 1

pair Japan Silkies, 1 pair Silver L S. Bantams, and 3 Silver D G. Bantam
Cockerels, for Plymouth Rock and Brown Leghorn Pullets, early hatched
birds, or Japan silkie Cock.

A, IW. CAKEY, SeliQs Grove, Pa., will Hxchange Dominique Leghorns
Bhick Leghorn Pullets, Buff Cochins or 10 other varieties of choice Fowls,

for a nice Breech-loading Gun, or aico Double-barrel Guu,or for flue specimens
Plymouth Rock Fowls.
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vill exchange n nire Fnmily Ilorpe,

nd kind, (or fl ri'gistered .TtTpey Cow

J. JEMETI' PARKS, niairsTillf, Pii. wants a Scroll Saw and
Font Lathe in exchanRii for Fancy Pijieons, consistiiiR of .Jiicobin'i, red and
vellow, I'outers, Tumblers. Duchcsse, li. li lied Game Bantam Cockerels,

King Doves, Lnp-eared Kabhits, Goat, Coach Dog

He
'. H. SKI-OVEIt. Moravia, N, Y.,will exchange four Dark lirnhn

s, extra fine, for four Silver Penciled Ilamburteh liens or Pull«-rs, or tv

er Penciled Cockerels for two Silver I'enciled Pullers. Must be good.

KOIIKIt'r HOWARD, North Adauis,Ma.s9., will cxchangeStandard
^\'ilile and Drown l-eghorns. Partridge and Wllito Cochins, Dark and Light
llrahnias, Plymouth Rocks, and U'hite-faced lilark Spanish, for a firsl cla.<s

Itlack-pied Pied Pouter Cock, or other B'ancy Pigeons. None but A 1 birds

D.

JiVO. F. HOUSEK, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 Harp, Piano, 3
good Violins. 1 10-keyed Accordean, 1 Kvan & Watson's Safe, 1 Pocket, and 1

large Case of Homeopathic Medicine", filleil und labelled in gool condition, 1

Moronce Sewing Machine. 1 bound vol. Wriglifs Illustrated Book of Poultry,
4 K.ints Type, assorted, 1 Simle Silver-plated llnggv Ilnrness, go..d as new, 1

Kloebert iiun and Target, 1 lied llird aii.l I'asc, I'Uabhit lluireli, 1 Hc'ctric

I'.attery, for Alderney or Jetsey Cow, or Double llreech-lo.tding Shot Gun, or
offers.

WAfJj E D.

READ INSTRUCTIONS .\T THE HEAD OF EXCnANOES.

Tlie name and address of any person acting dishonestly through the
Exchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Kxchange column

.

nts to purchase a good Second-hand

ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

AND METHOD OF TRAINING.

By W. B. Tcgetmelcr.

PRICE, 75 CENTS, FREE BY MAIL.
Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn

GEORGE F. SEAVEY
CAM BRIDGEPORT, MASS.,

Importer and Breeder of High Class Pigeons and Poultry,

Carriers, Smooth-head and Crested Fantails, .Incobins. Turbits, (winged,
tailed and solid cidors,) Insi.le Tumblers, Short face Tumblers, and Berlin
Button heads, Silver and Oolden Spangled Hamburgs, Sebright Bantams, and
Pheasants.

I offer the following pairs Pigeons for sale at prices annexed, and can furnish
.single birds of mwny of the varieties.

Also a few choice Silver and Golden S. Hamburgs, at J5 to $10 each, or will

sell my entire stock of Goldeus.
"

CARRIERS.
$10.00, 12.00 and 25 00 Red,

10.{ nd 2.=>.00 Yello
12.00 and an .00

S.MOOTU-HEAD FANTAILS.
0, 6.00, 8.00, lO.l'O to IS.UO Red Cocks,

lO.UOandlS.l'O Y'ellow,

4.00, 7.00,10.00 and lo.OO Dun,

T0RBITS.

;, ,?10.nO Dun Wing Hen,
7.00 and 10.00 Solid White,
7.00 and 12.00 Solid Black,

6.00, S.OO and 10.00 Black tail,

16.00 Silver tail,

BERLIN BUTTON-HEADS,
s, S5.00 Blue Cocks,

JACOBINS.
5.00. 10.00. 12.00 and 15 00 Red,

I

4.00, U Oil, S.liO and 12. (jO Yellow,
4 00, 8.00 and 15.00 Dnn,

CRESTED FANTAILS.
SIO.OO and 15.00 Blue Hen,

6.00, 12.00 and 18.00 Red Mottle Hen,

INSIDE TUMBLEIIS.

S12 00 Bed Splash,
12.00 Black Jlottlo,

h, 8.00 and lO.UO

SllORT-F.VCE TU.MBLERS.

SIO.OO and 26.00 Kite-,

ill, 5.110 and S.dO l;l:.,l(,

6.I.U and 10.00 Mottled,

§10.00 and
lo.OU and

lO, 15.00 and

.«3 00 to

IS.OO, 20 inland

10.00 and

and 10.0'

and ". •

6.0)

MOORE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

Now ReatJy for Delivery,

PRICE,

30 cents.--------60 cents.

PREPAID BY MAIL.

I^ARCiE DISCOUNT TO FANCIERS

Desiring to present it to their customers.

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

In Paper Cover,
In Cloth,

WRIGHT'S PRACTICAL POULTRY KEIil'ER.

THE BEST BOOK ON THIS SUBJECT FOR THE MONEY ETER
PUBLISHED.

Price, S2.00, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

ELECTEOTTPES

Zondoii iainu Coiiutics $1 ->0

r-^ \j^ ^^^^.^ \< --III

X.aiu Dot hlHij Cod $100

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Co
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Maryland Poultry and Fanciers' Association,
:o-a.IjiTI]mc:>^i.e:, 3kia:x>.

FOURTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION, DEC. 28, '76 TO JAN. 3, '77.

lalBKRAIn PREMIUMS, ITALiUABI-E PLATE, d£c.,

EXCEEDING ALL PREVIOUS EFFORTS.

POULTRY, PIGEONS, DOGS, PETS, &c., &c.

Premium Lists in Press will be mailed upon application. Address

GEO. 0. BROWN, Secy., Brooklandville, Md.

FIFTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION

POULTRY, PIGEONS, DOGS, BIRDS, PET ANIMALS, &c., &c.,

77 O"^n 11 £1 1*y lOtli to I'^-fcli, ±iiol-u.s±-\7-e, is

AT OLD CITY HALL-
Upwards of f53,000 in Premiums are offered in Cash and Silver "Ware. Premium Lists can be had by addressing the Secretary.

A. II. 1.ANE, Pittsburgh, Secretary. EDWARD ORE(£G, Pittsburgh, President.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKEHS' LANDING, PA.

HIGH CLASS PEDIGREE LIGHT BRAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED BLA.CK HAMBURGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGOS AND CHICKS FUK SAL.E.

Write for Circular.

.1. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Tmth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-

delphia, l*a., dealer in Segar.s, Weekly Papers, SiatiODery, etc.; will also

pupijly Fancier.^' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

EVERGREENS—25 FOR ONIi: I»OL.L,AR.
Fifteen arbor vitae, five weeping spruce, and ten balsam firs, nice

plants, ..-ix to ten inches hi^h, p( st paid, for SI.

200.000
Tr ncplanted arbor Tjtae, four to eight inches, only $10 per thousand
Ml 1< tids of nur.=ery stock in variety. Catalogues, with directions for

J
1 u tuig, mailed lor f-tanip.

WM. MORTON & SON, Allen's Corner, Maine.

FL,YIx\« A]\TWKKPS.

JCHN VAN OPSTAL,

IMPORTER AND BREEDER OF THESE

RENOWNED BIRDS.

4 IrCivIs St., New Vork.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D. Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
and have won 16 first, "1" second, and two special pi-euiiums ; stock from
Felckj WiUiams, Herstines, and Edmonds noted straios. E^gs, *3.U0 per 13

H. PARHAM, Lima, O.

BOOKS FOR THE FANCIER.
"Fanciers' Journal," for 1874 and 1875, bound in cloth (each) $3 76
Practical Poultry Kteper (^L. Wright) 2 UO
The Brahma Fowl " 2 60
Thelloudttn Kowl 1 75
The Poultry Book (Tegetmeir) 9 00
The Pigeon Book "

5 00
Brent's Pigeon Book 75
Poultry Breeding (Geyelin) 1 25
The Poulterers Companion (Bement) 2 00
Domestic Poultry (Saunders)

,
Paper, 40c., Cloth, 75

American Bird Fancier 30
Babbit Fancier (Bement) 30
Illustrated Book of Poultry (by L. Wright), in 25 monthly parts, each.

.

Pii;, 50
1 Standard of KxcfHence 1 00

Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry, bound 15 00
The Uog, (Dinks, Mayhew, and Hutchinson) 3 00
Richardson on tjie Dog. Paper, 30c. , Cloth, 60
Canary Birds Paper, 50c., Cloth, 75
Cooper's Game Fowl 5 00
Taxidermist's Manual 1 00
Bryant's Forest Trees 1 50
Burr's Vegetables of America 5 00
Gray's Manual of Botany and Lessons, in 1 vol 4 00
Gray's School and Field Book of Botany 2 50
Stonebenge on tiie Dog 3 75
Window Gardening 1 50
Trout Culture, (.1. ». SlHck) 1 50
Downing's fruits and Fruit Trees of America 5 00
ParsousontheUp.se. (Samuel B. Par-ous) 150
Practical Florii!Ulture (P Henderson) 150
Forester's American Game in its Sea>on 3 00
F Forester s Hor.-^e and Horsemanship. 8vo. 2 vols 10 00
Frank borester's Field Sports. 8vo. 2 vols 6 00
Frank Fore-^ter's Sporting Scenes and Characters. lUuctrated 2

vols. 12mo 4 00
Frank Forester's Fish and Fishing. 100 Illustrations 3 50
Frank Forester's Msinuel for Youne Sport.-nien 3 00

Diseases of Poultry (by G. P. Burnham),., Paper, 50c., Cloth, 75

Anv book on any advertised list will be sent prepaid by mail on receipt of

price." Address FAXCIEKS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.
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PodLTf\Y ^^JD PiqEoNs.

EGGS DURING "WINTER.

It is by no means the cold weather that prevents hens from lay-

ing, as it is frequently stateil or fancied. Many pullets—of many

varieties—will begin to lay their first litters in December, or

January, and very frequently the Asiatics will "lay all winter

long," more or less, after the month of November, as we have

reason to know. But these " winter layers," of any breed, are

those that have been hatched early in the season, and who have

successfully gone through their moult, in the fall or late summer.

After they recover fairly from the criiical indisposition referred to,

they begin rapidly to make egg-meat, and soon begin to lay.

We sometimes read, of late, about the " remarkable breed of

fowls " that some enthusiastic young fancier has become possessed

of, "which begins to lay invariably early in the fall, and continues

right on regularly, cold or warm, through the winter and spring,

and succeeding summer." This must be a wonderful variety,

indeed ! We have never yet met with any such fowls, and we

never expect to. It is entirely against Nature's laws that any

such unusual occurrence should take place with domestic poultry,

of any description.

That some varieties lay more eggs, and some less, we all know.

But the process of egg-growing in the bird, and the natural lay-

ing of that product, are governed by fixed laws ; and there is no

deviation from those laws. Hens do not lay when they aie moult-

ing. Feathers fall out, and new plumage forms during this term,

but no eggs are created then. If you get your birds out early

enough iu the year to allow them time to pass their moult in mid-

summer, such pullets will be likely to lay early in th3 following

winter.

If tliose fowls, when a year old, pass safely through the second

moulting in the summer, they will agaia lay early in the second

winter, and so on. But never expect your lute moulting hens, of

any variety, to lay you eggs in winter time. It is simply impossi-

ble. The secret of these " winter-laying fowls " will be found to

be limited to those hens or pullets wJiich are very early hatched,

and vi\\ic\\ first pass healthily through the moultiig, in good

season. G. P. B.

DOMINIQUES.
I notice in The JonKNAt, that a Mr. Raub gives his experi-

ence in raising Dominiques, and asks for others to do the same.

As his birds were not satisfactory to him, I feel as though I must

say something in their favor. I have never before written in the

praise of my fowls, so his reference to unprincipled dealers can-

not refer to me. Dominiques were the first birds I ever fancied,

and that was before the Brahmas or Cochins were known here.

They have always given me entire satisfaction. The principal

objection of Mr. Raub was their not breeding true rose combs.

I have never bien troubled in that way; mine have bred as true

to color and comb as any other variety I have ever known. I

find them maturing early, excLllent as table fowls, and as biycrs

they do not stand second to Hamburgs or Lcgliorns. 1 consider

tliem the best fowl a farmer can raise, as they are ready Ibr mar-

ket sooner than the Asiatics, commence laying when from four to

five months old, and continue to lay through the winter, when
eggs are scarce and high. Their eggs are not as large as the eggs

of cither Cochin or Bralima, but more of them are laid in a year.

Dominiques cannot be kept in as close quarters as the Asiatics.

They must have a large grass run, to do well. I hope to hear

from others their experience with their birds.

Jesse G. Darlington.
IIestonville, Pa.

APOUD MANISH DINGS.
Mine Friend Mishder Vade :

How you vas again—long dhimes before I see me you dot oudher

dhimes again py grashus. So, so, dot Cendennial Schlckeu

Shows ish ahl done und quid dill annuder hunard years ish doon,

u'nd soora off you Schicken Vellers done do ahl you cood do make
heem a sukscss only dot Pulidine feller hee ish dher badiiodic fel-

ler as never vas you ped me fife toller. Veil, veil, dot vos pig

dhings on ise done id. Py grashus soom mid dhem vellers done

petter had make soom ulsdcr overcood und pud heem on dhem

halfnaked schicUens vot done god soom tedders on id. Vot een

dhunder ish cooni oflF mine friend vot ish Scheneral in dot pattle

mid der " Blimodh Schtone " Schickens, has hee vercoft ahl dhem

mongrells und now durned hees self do der bracdise mid medicines.

Dhel heem do gliid oud hees recrudes und give us anouder cam-

pane, schnsd do make id lifely scholdcr arms ; ride apoud march !

Wass failed 1 mid Varrcn und Hurun—no hee didend run

much eder, py grashus. Dhem ghanie fellers schtand ub und vide

like der tifle, und pud heats on der udder effery dhimes. I shust

dhole you Mishder Vade dot gh.ame cock pissness ish von pad

pissness, id makes heeps off droobles efery dhimes, you pet me
life toller. I pet me fife toller ne.xd vinder, ad Poston,-dha vill

call names und ma pe bud hets on dhemselvs. Pad pissness

schendlemen, petter mind dot gliolden rouls vot says, " Sheat

every onder fellers vat you sells schickens und ecs to shust like

may pe he vood scheat you if he got soom schances ; " done id,

hay ? •
Dot " Pest " Lide Prama preedcr in dot pulidine done got hees

schickens schudged mid Mr. Kleeflands, yid soom vellers ish haril

doo pices und may pe hee done bleese hees self. Hee must haf

soom vine ones in hees doo kludchos of sevendy-fife. I dond like

soom vellers like dot, hee ish doo good a preedcr und vill soon

peat Hans Snyder mid hees hunard und swelf pindt schickens.

you bed me fife toller im hunard binds ish fu binds oH'er a good

schudge schale dot schickens. Dhcy ish scluist a leedle vile lon-

ger mid der Schtandard mid Excellence id i.-^h purdy good. Hav

dot " Y. P." got der meesels ofiFer ghone do der Cendenniall dhel

heem do wooke ub und gif dot " Ky." feller annuder lick.

Yours effry dhimes,- Hans Biieichtman.

[We guess " Hans" has had bad luck raising "schickens " this

centennial year, so he fuels like poking somebody in tlie rilis

"shust a leedle." Hans Brcichtnmn petter he pees earelult mit

himself

—

Ed.
J A-^a

Ed. Fanciers' Journal.

Dear Sir :—The Western N. H. Poultry Society has re-

ceived 197 entries from Mr. C. E. L. Hayward, of Peterboro. I

think it the largest number of entries and embraces the greatest

variety of poultry and pigeons ever exhibited by one man. The

entries embrace the following : 53 varieties of fowls; 7 varieties

of turkeys; 9 varieties of geese; 13 varieties of ducks, and 68

varieties of pigeons.

Yours truly, John W. Sturtevant, Scc'y.

Keene, N. H., Nov. 27, 1876.
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THE SPANISH FOWL-CONCLUDED
Bv W. J, Niciioi,-.

Cutting the Face and Management of Chickens.

In my last I montioued about cutting the fiices of Spanisli.

One of my readers has since reminded me that I do not explain

how best to perform this operation. I therefore take tlie oppor-

tunity of doin^ so. To cut the face properly a pair of curved

surgical scissors are required. They should be sharp and atronjr,

for the white is unusually tough and difficult to cut. In remov-

ing any of the ugly folds, either over the eyes or between the beak

and eyes, cut well uiulerneath the flesh, bringing tbc top pieces

over and pressing the edges together. Should the wound bleed,

freely sponge it with cold water, and endeavor to knit the edjcs

together, and the bleeding will soon cease. The operation should

be carefully done, without scarring the face, or to such a trifling

extent as hardly to be distinguishable to many people. When
finished, shut up the bird in a totally dark place for some

eighteen or twenty hours. If allowed to run he would be pretty

certain to commence shaking his head, which would start the

bleeding of the wounds, but when confined in a dark place he is

quiet, and on the following day very little can be seen except the

dry bio id round the cut, and in about a week or ten days it will

thoroughly have healed.

It is very jdeasing to find that several new fanciers have

recently commenced to keep these birds, all of them residing in

large towns, and perhaps I may just state that they will meet

with many disappointments; but the pleasure and amusement of

breeding, and the excitement of exhibiting, will far exceed all

the little annoyances. I have received several letters from gentlemen

asking various questions, and I need hardly say I shall at all

times be very pleased indeed to answer any inquiries. Fanciers,

as a rule, are only too glad to be able to advise or assist the be-

ginner.

I have not mentioned anything about the management of the

chickens, and, as some amateurs have asked for information on

the subject, I propose answering their inquiries now. For the

first week or ten days after the chicks are hatched nothing is so

good to feed them on as crumbs of bread and hard-boiled eggs

chopped up very small; they will require during this time to be

fed nearly every hour, the first meal as early in the morning as

jiossible ; as they get older, barleymeal mixed to a consistency so

that it will break and crumble when thrown on the ground ; if too

.soft, the little chickens cannot get it down their throats, it also

sticks to the outside as well as the inside of their beaks. A small

quantity of cooked meat, cut up very small, may be given, and it

is very amusing to see bow eagerly they hunt one another for

these little dainty morsels. They must not be indulged with too

much meat, however much they may like it. Corn may now be

given to them. I prefer good sound wheat, which they are very

fond of; and if the weather is cold a little heinpseed will be found

beneficial; as they get older whole barley may be used, and

occasionally maize. They should always have plenty of green

food each day. If there is no grass run, then they must have

cabbage or lettuce leaves, or grass cut up small, for unless they

have green food of some kind it is impossible to keep them in

proper health. Clean pure water should be easy of access.

The chickens are often infested with insects, especially when

kept in small places. These worry and irritate the poor little

creatures so much as often to cause their death. A short time

ago I went to look at a friend's birds, and soon heard a most

piteous and melancholy chirrup, and saw that the chickens were

drooping their wings, and their bones were begining to show

through their skin. Sure signs,- these, that ihey have vermin,

•ind on examination such proved to be the case in this instance.

They should be well sprinkled all over the body, especially under

the wings and round the vent, with fine sulphur, not forgetting

the hen. Two or three applications will always prove sufhcient

to rid the chickens of their tormentors.

Plenty of fresh air and exercise is absolutely necessary for all

young animals. If the chickens are confined, various plans

must be devised to provide iliem with amusement and occupation.

Little mounds of road dust, sand, fine gravel, dry earth, fine

chaff, or small boxes placed about the j'ard, all help to give them

something to do; and to watch their little antics as they chaso

one another round and over these little mounds is certainly most

amusing.

Another plan, which will engage their attention for hours, is to

get some brewers' grains, put them in a shady corner where flies

can get at them, and when there are plenty of maggots, give a

shovelful to the chickens to scratch over, and this they will do so

efl^ectually that when they have finished it will be impossible to

find a single maggot.

Spanish are very much given to feather eating. I have seen

birds entirely denuded of their feathers, except those in the tail

and wings, and one would imagine they had been plucked. This

habit is gcnerall}' acquired when the chickens are first getting

their feathers ; it is, therefore, of the greatest imjiortance that

they should be well occupied then, and if one is seen picking out

the soft feathers, which at this time are full of sap and blood,

remove the delinquent at once, or it will very soon teach the others •

the same abominable habit, and when once learnt, a pullet or hen

is sure to recommence plucking. Again, when about to lay, I

have tried everything to prevent them from disfiguring one another,

but all to no purpose, and the only plan with old birds given to

feather eating is to keep them separate ; and the house, of which a

drawing appeared in The Journal No. 43, is well adapted for

this, as it provides several small compartments suitable for single

birds. Wiih chickens, I have found if they once get well

feathered without having learnt to pluck one another, they seldom

do so afterwards. It will, therefore, be easily seen how important

it is to keep the chickens occupied, not only to malje them strong

and healthy, but to prevent that plague to a Spanish breeder,

feather eating.

One of our correspondents asks, "At what age should the white

face begin to show?" This will generally begin to appear when

the chickens are a month or six weeks old ; at three months the

lobe in the cockerels should begin to drop ; and the pullets' lobes

ought at that age also to show themselves very clearly; but their

faces will be blue, and the more of this seen the larger will be

the face. While the cockerels' wattles are firmly fixed to the

underneath part of the face, so long will the lobes continue to drop
;

but when these are loose and the lobes and wattles become de-

tiiched or hang loosely from the jawbone, very little increase

either in the size of the face or in the length of lobes may be

expected.

—

The Country.

Mr. J. M. Wade :

Allow a novice in poultry, to make the following enquiries,

viz : what among the domestic fowls stands ahead for beauty of

plumage ?

Is the bird of Paradise a domesticated fowl, or a bird to be

kept caged, where to be had and about what do they cost? What
in their color and size ?

My friend describes a fowl he saw at the Centennial Poultry

Exhibition, as very beautiful in plumage, called Pluming

Pheasant. May not be correct in the name, I trust your great

familiarity with the like, will enable you to understand what I

refer to. If so, have the goodness to state whether it is dcmesti-

cated or otherwise, and where to be obtained.

My object is to get a few fancy, showy birds or fowls for grounds

limited in extent. Wm. Post.
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CAN A POULTRY FARM PAY7-N0. 2.

In my former article (page 476) I gave my reasons why I

thought a poultry farm should pay in Great Britain. In the

present sketch I purpose explaining how my friend and myself in-

tend managing our poultry farm.

1st. We iire seeking for thirty acres of land at a moderate rental

to commence operations. We have two good markets easy of

access, besides a good chance of local sales.

2d. We intend to take up both branches—viz., egg-producing

and meat-producing, our breeding stock consisting of two hund-

red hens, all hardy good layers and good table birds, supplement-

ed by fifty sitting hens, divided as under—sixty Houdans, sixty

Bralimas, eighty Redcaps (and fifty Cochin hens for mothers).

All these are good layers—the Cocliins are the best of mothers

and sitters, the Houdans are nearly equal to Dorkings, and the

Brahma cross with Houdans give fine birds for table. The Red-

caps, again (not generally known), are considered in Yorkshire

among the best layers, as well as plump good table birds, very

hardy, and easily reared.

3d. The system to be adopted is In the main the Bcllair

(French) one—namely, houses 16 feet by 15 feet, only instead of

putting 330 hens into one house (which we shall do in the case of

our young birds waiting for market), in our two produeing-houses

we shall put one hundred hens a-piecc, divided as follows :

—

House I, Twenty Brahma hens, twenty Houdans, and sixty Red-

caps, with Brahma cocks. House 2, Twenty Redcap hens, forty

Houdans, and forty Brahmas, with Houdan cocks. The fifty

Cochin hens (mated when required with Houdans), will be kept

in a spare shed, their duty being hatching young broods ; still at

other times they could be doing ordinary duty.

In this department, the hatching, the Brahmas could do good

service also, leaving the eggla3ing chiefly to the Houdans and

Redcaps. It will be seen from this that we shall save complica-

tion of breeds and general arrangements, requiring only two large

runs besides the breeding one for young chickens.

Next to a cottage opening from the kitchen is the breeding

house, arranged much as the Bellair one, 16 feet by I.5 feet.

Houses 1, 2, stock houses, and same size. House 4 same size,

with a supplementary house No. 5, 14 feet by 15, for young stock

waiting for market. The supplementary house could hold 250

birds ; say 580 in the two. On the other side of the yard will be

a second breeding house, a house for Geese, one for Ducks, each

as above, 15 by 16 feet, and a larger spare house 24 feet by 15 .

to this must be added store-room and packing-room, each 1 6 feet

by 15.

Between the chickens and the waterfowl is a courtyard 45

feet by 28, open, if required, to both departments. The whole

area, exclusive of cottage and store-rooms, is 60 feet square. We
purpose keeping twenty Ducks—viz., ten Rouen and ton Ayles-

bury, as well as six Geese (Toulouse). Such, then, is onr pro-

posed stock, buildings, arrangements, and general plan of work;
now for some of the minutiaj.

First, I would call your attention to a proposed improvement
of my own in the arrangements of nesis, &e., in the fowl houses.

According to the Belair system the nests are placed in tiers one

above another at each end of the houses, with roosting perches

covering the center area. According to my plan all the nests are

on the ground, with board and perches as recommended by The
Canada Farmer. These nests go all round the several houses

;

but as this would not give sufficient nests I multiply two double

rows up the center of each house, with boards and perches all the

same height from the ground. These center rows of nests are

portable.

We do not expect to do all this producing power at once; wo
may begin with a half or a quarter of the stock as may heicaftcr

be determined on. Again, we do not intend to keep our young

stock on hand longer than to fit them for the market. We hope

to arrange to send to the markets weekly or fortnightly all birds

fit for table, and so to keep down the stock, thus having about

five hundred birds fitting for market, a sufficient supply of young

chicks in the breeding ground, and the breeding stock as above

enumerated, thus having at most a thousand birds at one time

throughout the year. By the arrangement of our two produeing-

houses that while we get the double cross of Houdans and Brah-

mas, we have in each Brahma hens mated with Brahma cocks,

and Hoiidan hens with Houdan cocks, so that the several breeds

can with care and attention be kept pure, and enable us for some

few years to renew the stock of pure-bred ones of each class.

In the house arrangement and accommodation simplicity and

economy have been duly cared for: the same may be said of the

outside arrangement. We only require three divisions of runs

—

viz., one for breeding young chicks, one for the Houdan cross,

and one for the Brahma cross. The outside bounds of these runs

to be constantly changed to suit rotation of crops ; in fact, the

several flocks, if I may so call them, would have to be regularly

herded out and in from their houses to their runs, thus giving

extent and change.

Twelve acres out of the thirty round the yard are to be used

for the poultry and their runs, leaving eighteen acres for cultiva-

tion. We could thus be nearly self-supporting, producing the

crops required for our use—namely, barley and oats for our grain

crop and straw; cabbages, lettuces—green crop; potatoes, tur-

nips—root crop ; and grass for hay and pasturage, giving a

proper succession in rotation of crops in batches of six acres,

roots and green crop forming one batch.

Finally, seeing what a limited amount of space and accommo-

dation under this system is really required, and that every small

holding we might take would necessarily have some sort of out-

buildings and sheds, the building capital required need not be

over £200, as elegant workmanship in shed-building is not re-

quired.

In time, of course, as the breeds become too much crossed we
should have to erect a few pens for rearing an annual supply of

pure-bred birds to work with. As good eggs and go.id table birds

can only be had hy breeding from good stocks, our aim must be

ever to keep good breeds to work upon. —G. R. Harriott, m
Journal of Horticulture.

The Westchester Co. Association send out a good premium list.

Their show coming among the first, when the birds exhibited will

be fresh and in good plumage, should he a success. We know of

birds owned in that neighborhood, well worth the admission to

see.

Haling to deal with the National Express Company, they did

the best they could for their exhibitors:

"Arrangements have been made with the National Express
Company, whereby all articles for exhiliition sent here by them
at regular rates, will be returned free of charge."

They may be considered as having done a great deal, when

from the following, also' taken from their circular, we learn that

the National Express Co. was a monopoly :

" All Goods, either from the North or South, must be shipped
by the Harlem Railroad as ireight, or by the National Express
Company.

Mr. Jos. M. Wade :

I think this Express business ought to be attended to, as their

charges are out of all reason. Now last week I sent a box away

containing a pigeon, and paid the charge which was sixty cents.

The saine box was returned with one pigeon in from the same

place and the charge was $1.05. It was the Adams Express

Company. A. B. Hoskins.
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DOMINIQUES.

Our friend R.iub is sound in his ideas regarding Poultry liter-

ature. "Would that wo had more such breeders wlio are willing

to Slate plain facts, including tlic faults common to diflFcreut va-

rieties, as well as their merits. Writers often show too much of

a disposition to laud the fowls they breed, showing only their

good qualities, with an a])parent view to measurably deceive the

public for the sake of making a sale. My candid opinion is that

all sucli communications have a decided tendency to injure the

cause, and result in final disadvantage to the writers, as well as

the fraternity generally. I can sympathize with breeders of

Domiui(|Ucs, as well as many other varieties of fowls, in their

disappointment, having bred them for several years, and often

been disgusted with the result. In 1870, Col. Howlaud, of Chi-

cago,—not 0. Howland, the huckster,—showed some splendid

specimens, winning first on old and young, at Chicago. These

Of course I apo'ogized and explained, and made an oft'er which

was accepted, the result of which was mutually satisfactory. I

had determined to correct ihese faults in my Dominiques, and,

altho'.igh I have bred them ever since, all my experience and

labor has not yet eradicated all of ihem. Since the first year no

black ones have ajipearcd, and for two years past about one

half of the chicks are splendid specimens, while the other half

will show either white ear-lobes, ill shaped combs, black beaks,

cloudy legs, and red or straw colored featliers. These defects I

believe to be common to every strain of Dominiqucs. in the land.

In view of the above facts, I sometimes fail to restrain a smile of

contempt, that steals over me when I read the arguments brought

forth to prove that "?«// Dominiqucs," " jwy Brown Leghorns,"

"my Brahmas," or my anything are faultless, and the only ones

adapted to the wants of everybody. No variety of fowls are

without their faults, some are more faulty than others, and when

two trios I purchased. The accompanying cut was drawn from

one of them and is a good representation of them. As a matter

of course I was proud of my birds, and anticipated grand results.

But " how are the mighty—ideas—fallen \" I counted my prize

chickens before they were hatched. About one in ten only came
up to my expectations. Customers were furnished with eggs,

and a* a specimen of returns, I quote from one of them :
" The

Dominique eggs hatched we!l, but, sir, I want you to understand

that I am a man of influence, and do not propose to rest quietly

when I have been swindled. Some of the chickens have white

ear lobes, some have cloudy legs and black bills, and two are coal

black. Two are splendid birds in every respect, but the finest

cockerel, otherwise, has red feathers in his hackle. The other

eggs you sent me have produced splendid birds, and are worth

more than double what all the eggs cost, bitt the idea of being

swindled by one whose reputation is as good as yours, cannot be

tolerated." The above named faults I found in my own yards.

I was aiming, at that time, to hold what little reputation I had

gained, and permanently establish myself on a firmer basis. My
disgust may be imagined, but my feelings cannot be described.

we all decide to show up the faults, as well as the merits, we will

start on the sure foundation. There is no better way to improve

than to study our faults. In the above picture I have thown the

dai-k side of Dominiques, and now propose to show the other

side. My experience teaches me, that, notwithstanding their

faults, they are truly a valuable breed, possessing beauty, hardi-

ness and utility. As egg producers and as table fowls they are

surpassed by very few. They are good sitters and mothers, bnt

not so persistent in " hugging the delusive phantom " of hatching

chickens in a barren nest, as the Asiatics. They bear confine-

ment well, and with moderately warm quarters are as good winter

layers as Brahmas, and are well adapted to the wants of the

farmer, or any one who has but a small _yard.

But for a beginner, who desires something that will breed true,

I would advise him to choose some other variety.

J. Y. BiCKNELL.
p. S. I have no Dominiques to sell.

Several large White Arctic Owls, a bird rarely seen south of the

St. Lawrence river, have been recently shot near Brunswick, Maine.



574 THE FANCIEES' JOURNAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 48.

VALLEY POINT POULTRY SHOW.
The following is the list of awards of the above show at their

9th aiimml exhibition, held at Cuba, N. Y., Sept. 26th to 29th.

Lifflit Brahmas.— 1st, Orniiston Bros., Cuba; 2d, Irwin Thom-

as, Franklinville.

Dark Brahmas.— \st, E. A. Newton, Cuba; 2d, S. C. Drew,-

Cuba.

Partridge Cochins.—1st, F. F. Latta, Friendship; 2d, S. C.

Brew.

Buff Cochins—1st, E. Ricker, Cuba; 2d, John S. Howan.

Creve Coiur.—1st and 2d, Geo. Conners, Seymour.

Houdans.— 1st, Geo. Conners; 2d, H. J. Smith, Friendship.

Plymouth Rocks.—1st and 2d, F. F. Latta.

White Leghorns.— 1st, W. F. Fisher, Cuba ; 2d, Nelson Alexan-

der, Black Creek.

Brown Lei/horns.—1st and 2d, F. F. Latla.

W. J''. Black ,Spamsh.—\st and 2d, S. C. Drew.

Golden Spangled Bamburgs.—1st, H. J. Smith ; 2d, W. G.

Kidder.

Silver Spangled Hamhurgs.—1st, E. A. Newton ; 2d, S.C. Drew.

Golden Penciled Hamburga.—Ut, E. A. Newton; 2d, W. G.

Kidder.

Silver Penciled Hamhurgs.—1st, F. F. Lalta ; 2d, W. G. Kidder.

W. C. Black Polish.— Ist and 2d, H. J. Smith.

W. C. While Polish.—\st and 2d, H. J. Smith.

Golden Polish.—1st and 2d, II. J. Smith.

Silver Polish.—1st, H. J. Smitli ; 2d J M. 'Ihcmas, Cuba,

N. Y.

B. Red Game.—Island 2d, Ormistoa Bros.

Derbij Game B.—1st and 2d, D. Shay, Cuba.

White Game.—1st and 2d, D. Shay.

B. B. E. Game Bantams.— 1st, F. F. Latta ; 2d, E. Ricker.

Bronze Turkeys.—1st, S. C. Drew; 2d, Wm. Simpson, Jr, New
Hudson.

Slate Turkeys.—1st and 2d, S. C. Drew.

Black Turkeys.—1st, S. C. Drew; 2d,

White Turkeys.— 1st, S. C. Drew; 2d, G. F. Gallup.

Pekin Ducks.— 1st, Ormiston Bros.; 2d, Thos. Strahan, Cuba.

Rouen Ducks.— 1st and 2d, J. F. Adams, Seymour.

Aylesbury Ducks.— 1st, J. F.Adams; 2d, C. Ilalsey, Black

Creek, N. Y.

Cayuga DucJcs.—1st and 2d, J. Foland.

Pea Fowls.— Ist, H. J. Smith ; 2d, S. C. Drew.

Guinea Fowls.— 1st, H. J. Smith ; 2d, S. C. Drew.

Bremen Geese.—1st and 2d, J. M. Thomas.

Largest variety, and best exhibition of fowls ; 1st, H. J. Smith,

Friendohip, N. Y.; 2d, F. F. Latta, Friendship, N. Y.

Me. Editor:

I desire to make a few comments upon the articles written by

P. Card, and B. G., Nos. 34 and 35, of Sept. Nos. I am glad to

see that V. Card has so fearlessly sounded the key note of thi;

Postal Card campaign, and that so many P. Cards are rising in

his defence. P. Card's articles are logical, reasonable, and good

sound sense combined. He has given the 3 cent stamp required

by fine-haired gentry, ajust and deserving rebuke, for advertising

"no postal cards answered." Has B. G. or Young Breeder ever

seen an advertisement of a business man offering his goods for

sale, concluding with " no postal cards answered ? " B. G. thinks

if everybody had been pestered with postal cards as he has been,

all would get tired of them. For my part I have had my share of

them. I never considered them pestering, but am glad to receive

them, and perfectly willing to answer any and all questions relating

to my fowls,//-ee of charge. Several years ago I sent postal cards

to five or six of the leading poultry papers then published, as

them to please send me specimen copies as I wished to hecome a

subscriber ; four of the six responded and sent specimen copies,

free of charge, and since that time I have been a constant sub-

scriber to those papers, and have at times patronized their adver-

tising pages. So much/or answering postal cards.

I agree with P. Card, and disagree with B. G. and his friend

Young Breeder, that poultry men who really have a large corres-

pondence to respond to, call postal cards a curse and nuisance

that should be abated.

The government had better retire these postal cards, if they

hurt these fine haired dealers. If I want to buy a sewing machine,

wagon, chickens, ducks, geese, or bull pup, I will write a postal

card, providing I can get all the questions on that I want a reply to,

if the postal will not contain what I wish to write, why then of

course we will get a 3 cent stamp. If the correspondent will

not answer my postal card, why then we will address another to

the man that has the good sense to reply to all inquiries concerning

his stock. Good for you, P. Card. Long may you pro'-per.

Leo. a. Dosch.
Bkookville, Ohio, Oct. 16.

"setting."

In Tennet's description of the pigeon exhihit, at the Centen-

nial, and the remark of General Walker to the lady's enquiry,

"if this is the room where they hatch?" Walker's reply was,

"No, this is where we set." This reminds us that but a few squares

from where this exhibit was made, at the hotel on Lancaster Av.,

Heslouville, there is, or was, not many years ago, a tin plate

on the door of the room to the right of the entrance, on which

was painted, "Ladies Selting-room ." Although this appears to

have been a " setting " room, we doubt if anything more than

gossip was ever hatched there.

KED BAKU COCK.

We understand that Mr. D. E. Newell of New York city, offer-

ed $60 for the Red Barb cock we illustrated a short time since in

The Journal, hoping to add it to his already valuable collco-

tion. But its owner, Mr. Erdman, refuses the tempting offer.

In Centennial pigeon display, line 22, page 546, for Morse read

Moore. The gentleman referred to is Mr. E. H. Moore of Mel-

rose, Mass.

I have bred Dark Brahmas several years, both in England and

this country, and I can freely say that for utility and general pur-

poses, both for the farmer and townsman, they stand at the head

of the list, and if you desire beauty, where can you find it stand

out with more perfection, than in the finely penciled Dark Brah-

ma PuUetl

—

Circular of E. G. Bayley.

Cakrier Pigeons.—A proposition is on foot for establishing

a regular-pigeon communication throughout the country of Suf-

folk, for police purposes, the head quarters to be at Ipswich.

—

Live

Slock Journal.
•--•

The beak of the Carrier is (or should be) light, that of the

Dragoon black ; this forms a distinctive feature between the two

varieties, so the beginner can always by this means distinguish

between the two. H.
»--•

I have now been a constant reader of your paper for two years,

and I am constrained to say, it fills the bill. As long as I breed

fancy poultry I must have it. Sooner curtail expenses elsewhere

than do without it. I take several Monthlies, they are too long

coming, compared with your weekly. Leo A. Dosch.
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DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT.
Household Recipes.

Oatmral.—We find it a good rule and a change to have oatmeal

mush one breakfast and oaten cakes the next. Our rule for the

latter is :—Take two cups of cold oatmeal mush—mix one egg

thoroughly through it, add one tablespoon of sugar, and flour

enough to make into cakes. Dip each into pounded cracker and

fry brown in hot, sweet, clean, lard or drippings. Oatmeal mush

needs to be thoroughly cooked—or if time will not permit in the

morning, soak the meal over night.

Thliir/s not generally known.—Cotton and linen cambrics are

washed with soap much better in soft water; but then it is much

better to rinse them afterwards in hard water, as it shrinks and

hardens the fibres, and gives the cloth more firmness and elastici-

ty, while the soft water would leave the fabric more lax and

limpid—and less brilliant.

Potasli and soda are both alkalies, and have some like proper-

ties, still, they are very different in some respects. Potash is made

by boiling down into a solid mass, like maple sugar, the lye of wood

and vegetable ashes in a pot; while soda is procured by burning

a sea weed or grass known by the name of Salsoda.

Both potash and soda, when boiled with grease or oily matters

will make soap, but of a different character—soda and oil form

hard soap, while potash and oil form soft soap.

This is the reason why alkalies applied to grease spots on cloth

will remove and clean it—the grease combines with the alkali,

forms a soap, which then is easily washed off with water.

For much the same reason, rubbing pure clay on grease spots

will cleanse them, as the grease has a strong affinity for the clay,

and when combined, water will readily wash out the whole ; this

is the principle of cleaning cloth with Fuller's clay.

—

Maryland

Farmer.

Salt Pork cut into slices and soaked over night in milk is an

improvement upon even fresh pork.

Nun's Puffs.—(Contributed.)—Take two ounces of butter and

rub it into a pint of flour; boil a pint of milk and pour over it,

and stir very well, then put in four eggs and beat the whole well

together : pour the batterb y the tablespoonful into boiling lard or

butter.

Burns and Scalds—The common whiting of commerce (found

in nearly every kitchen), reduced by cold water to the consistence

of thick cream, is to be spread on a lightlinen rag, and the whole

burnt surface instantly covered, and thus excluded from the

action of the air. The ease it affords is instantaneous, and it only

requires to be kept moist by subsequent occasional sprinklings of

cold water.

—

Scientific American.

Weeds growing in water purifies it.

PERIOD OP GESTATION AND INCUBATION.
Shortest Period Mean Period Longest Period

Dog,
Cat,

Rabbit,
Hen,
Turkey,
Duck,
Goose,
Pigeon,
Pea Hen,
Guinea Hen, -

Swan, 40

Days.



576 1'HE FANCIERS' JOURNAL. [Vol. Ill—No. 48.

capable of drawing a bird, reluctantly from the tree tops to its

mouth, is an absurdity too great for me to swallow."—Wilson's

Am. Ornilh.

Let me suggest to Mr. McCann that "theflaming eyts and fiery

tongue of the living serpent," although very impressive language,

is rather an extravagant expression for a student of nature."

He says: "Here we have the testimony of eminent men of

science and of unimpeachable veracity. They have seen in vari-

ous parts of the world, the fascinating power of the serpent over

its victim. What right have we to question their statements "!
"

Such talk in this day and age of the world when the musty relics

of tradition and siipersrition are being overturned in every direc-

tion, is simply ridiculous. As to the value of the evidence in

support of any tlieory which taxes our credulity, the following

extract from a lecture by Prof. Czermak in the private physiologi-

cal laboratory of the University of Leipsic is to the point.

" The physiological facts which I shall demonstrate and discuss

as they occur in various animals, are remarkably surprising.

They will afford us opportunities for making deductions which

are interesting in their historical relations, and they will also

serve to demonstrate to us how man, uneducated in natural

science, is deficient in judgment when he comes to view unfamiUar

incidents of nature. They will show us that such a man ex-

amines natural phenomena in a way which is certain to deceive

him, by convincing him that he has observed events which in

reality never occurred. The obstinacy and lack of discernment

which he thus brings to bear on his investigations are truly

astonishing ; and it is not surprising therefore, that the intelligent

inquirer into the operat'ons of nature should place little reliance

on the testimony of highly honorable persons whose minds are

untrained to the work they have undertaken. Even when such

persons are possessed of great culture—even perhaps in nalural

science—but are not infused with that spirit of exact investigation

so necessary to the discovery of truth in nature, we are justified

in regarding their statements with hesitation and suspicion.

Often, very often, we are obliged to listen to relations of unusual

or dubious natural events, and cannot avoid feeling irritated at

the a'servations—which the speaker regards as putting an end to

all argument—"I was there. I saw it all with my own eyes, and

heard it all with my own ears. What I report is actually true !

"

The relator has really been present ; he has seen and heard every-

thing of which he speaks; he is in real earnest, and he tells the

truth ; and yet what he reports has never taken place, and the

real investigator of nature is perfectly right in disregarding his

testimony, while at the same lime his truthfulness is not ques-

tioned. This may strike you as paradoxical. It is so, however,

only in appearance, for the discrepancy disappears when we come

to make the discovery that it is the perception of the observer

which is at fault, and that the eyes and ears have been correct so

far as their functions were concerned. The circumstance is what

I call an event viewed unequally. In the want of discernment in

which such an observer is placed when investigating nature, he

regards the temporary coincidences and consequences of certain

real events as in themselves real. He accepts these circumstances

at once, and without thorough investigations, as having an inti-

mate and direct relation with real events. He therefore forms a

conception of something which is not real and he reports as an

actual occurrence that which, in the way he means, never in fact

took place. Such a circumstance constitutes an event not

thoroughly tested, or an incident unequally investigated, and, I

believe we are not merely logically justified, but morally forced,

to distinguished among events in the perception' of nature, a new
and especial category, that of events viewed unequally." * * *

" Nothing strengthens the mind like a habit of investigating

natural events with thoroughness and strictness. Without this

habit credulity and superstition can neither be broken nor
restrained."

NOTES PROM A PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE.
Its so queer about the lichen growth on these trees. Upon some

it will be only on the northern exposure of the bark, from root to

the very highest twig, and that the shield lichen. Then may be the

very next tree will be perfectly free from extraneous growth of every

kind. The next may be draped in the garlands of the lace lichen,

while another will be a mass of mistletoe. Why the difference

in parasitical growth in such close quarters ? As I said before,

it's queer ! I was thinking to-day about the mistletoe. Did you
read in the American Garden, I believe it was, of 1875, about the

English mistletoe. I saved the scrap at the time, and hunted it

up for you as soon as I got home.

MISTLETOE IN ENGLAND.
" The mistletoe is rarely, or almost never at present found grow-

ing upon the oak. Indeed I have read in some recent authority

that only three oak trees are known in all Great Britain with mis-

tletoe upon them. Being in England on Christmas day, and ob-

serving the mistletoe everywhere conspicuous—in company with

the holly, ivy and laurel—^I made inquiry, wherever I could get a

chance, as to whence the supply was obtained. Some knew only

that just before Christmas day, at the markets, one could get a

bunch of mistletoe, holly and ivy to hang in the window, for " tup-

pence " or more, according to quantity or quality. I saw few peo-

ple who had seen it growing; and those had only seen it upon

crab-trees or old apple-trees, never upon an oak ; and hardly any

would believe that it could grow on an oak. Nor had they ever

seen it except in the west of England. Generally, they thought

that it grew only in England. At a wholesale stand in a market

in Liverpool, the day after Christmas, I saw a very large bunch

on a piece of an apple-tree limb, the branches of mistletoe being as

much as four feet long, and the thickest part of some branches an

inch and a half or two inches in diameter. The price of that

bunch, then, the day after Christmas, was five shillings sterling.

The market-man said he believed it came from Kidderminster

;

and that the market supply came from the west of England.

I had, however, several opportunities to inquire of well-informed

business men, familiar with the imports and exports and shipping

of England, and they uniformly gave me quite another account,

which, in the words of one of them, as nearly as I can remember,

is the following:—"0 yes, I know all about the mistletoe; it is a

fungus ; a thing that grows on the branches of trees. I never saw

much of it in England ; it always grows on knotty old apple-trees

;

never on an oak. They tell some rubbish about oaks and Druids

and the sacred plant; and, particularly among the lower classes,

that it is good to kiss the ladies under at Christmas—a sort of

harmless bounce, a deceit, that does very well. But I've seen no

end of it in Belgium, on old orchards ; apple trees that are lumpy

and don't bear much fruit; and at Christmas time they import

immense crates of it from Belgium into England; crates of im-

mense size—most surprising numbers of them—and supply the

whole English market. It's just as good, for there's not much

more mistletoe than Druids in England now." I learned also,

that, according to general report, the mistletoe was propagaled by

boring holes in the bark of trees, deep enough to get at the sap,

and inserting the broken berry, or the seed with its viscous cover-

ing,^/saac H. Hall in Turrey Bot. Club Bulletin.

That was a surprise to me at the time of reading it. The idea

of ihe mistletoe growing upon apple-trees—about equal to the "figs

upon thistles." Why, of course, they were a growth upon the

oak!

Did the Druids have apple-trees ? Maybe they did—but in

some way my impression was they didn't. But it's queer again the

mistletoe does not grow upon oaks in England, or on the conti-

nent, but grows upon nothing else in California, that I ever saw,

and the growth is so rank ! Another error, the mistletoe is not a

fungus. The fungi never show green herbage—think of a mush-
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room with leaves, or a mistletoe in mushroom form. The fungi

belong to the cryptogiimi, whereas the mistletoe is of the onlcr

Dloicea, clu.'is Tielmiidita. The mistletoe is a true parasite, its root

penetrates the soft white substance between the inner bark and

the wood, and absorbs the juices that should have gone on further

for the support of the tree. Annie thiuks they are found only

upon dying, decaying trees. Granted, but the death, decay, is be-

cause of their presence. There is another dilfercnce ; a fungus is

not a true parasite, it simply clings to the surface, receiving its nour-

ishment from the air—and yet the rule won't hold good—because

lately the Acaileiny of Sciences have had presented to them a new
fungus growth found in Nevada country, that is destructive to the

growth of pines up there.

By the way, writing of fungus—a new one has lately been pre-

sented to the Mieroscoiiical Society, of which fungus I was favored

with a photo, which I forward to you. At the presentation was

read a paper descriptive, whieli I also send you.

rileus fleshy, conctriform, skin very thick, co-

riaceous, color light buff. Edge en tire and invo-

lute. The peculiar manner in whicli the pileus

is attached to the stem gives it the form of a

nautilus shell, as will be seen by the accompa-

nying ])hotograph. The slem is three feet,

fuur inches in length, being attached to the

limber on which it grows by a large disk of

from eight to ten inches in diameter. The
disk is clothed with a thick soft brown felt,

which also extends along down the stem for

some eight or ten inches. At the point of

attachment to the disk the stem is two inches

in diameter, and of a firm woody character,

though no traces of any woody fiber can be

found, but on the contrary the entire stem is

of the same character as the pileus. At nine

inches from the point of attachment to the

disk the stem divides into three branches,

which, singularly enough, in the space of nine

inches, again unite; but two of the three

branches at this point come off and terminate

at the side of the m; in stem, in smooth terete

points. The main stem now continues down-

ward and enlarges to a diameter of nearly

three inches. It is now no longer covered

with felt but becomes smooth and hard till the

point at which the pileus is thrown off^ Here

a most singular growth has taken place. From
all sides short branches resembling the young

antlers of a stag have been thrown out, and

two of these becoming move vigorous than the

rest, have pushed down ; the larger of these

two was now divided into three, /oraii'nt; a per-

fect trident, as will be seen. These antlers, if

I may so call them, are at first roughened, and

slightly sulcate ; at their division they become

smooth as if turned in a lathe, the ends are

AGAKicTJS TKrDENs. bUinted, and at the very end it is divided so as

to give the end a stellate appearance. The gills are distant, de-

cnrrent, notched and sinuate, and of a pale straw color. It is

most assuredly one of the Hymenomycetes, and an Agaric. The
spores are ovate or round, exceedingly minute and borne on true
basidia.

The peculiarity of this fungus is its being found only in the
abandoned drifts of mines, where it has received the name of the
Lily of the Mines.

This particular specimen was found attached to the timbers of
a drift long closed in the Yellow Jacket Mine, Virginia City, Ne-
vada, where the still moist air was most favorable to fungoid
growth. [To be cotttinued] rACiric.

SjWV^LL PeJ DEp>\f^TFEfJj

(For Fanciers' Jouroal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the week enUiog Dec. 2d, 1876.

1 Alligator [A. mississippiensis). I'rcsented by Saml.F. Kcely,
JJo.xhorough, I'a.

1 Horned Toad {Phrynosoma cornuta). Presented by Wm. N.
Famous, Phila.

1 Black Spidcr-Moukcy [.ileles aler]. Presented by IJobcrt

KcTin. Pliila.

I Bald Eagle [Hnliietus Cucocephaliis), and 1 Snowy Owl {Ni/c-

teu nirea). Pureliased.

1 Xioon {Colijinhus torqualus). Presented.

I Corumon Gannet ( S'»/<i bussana), Pre?ented by W. II. Zern,
Atlantic City, N. J.

Arthur E. Brown, Gen'l Supt.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

ZOO NOTES, NO. 4.

BY HUON.

Praiute Dogs.

If you hare enough ralibits, squirrels, and guinea-pigs, and

want still other pets, try the prairie- dogs. They are very amus-

ing, their antics and gambols being quite as funny as those of lit-

tle kittens. If you have ground for a prairie-dog village you will

find as an amusement it will pay. At the Philadelphia " Zoo"

the "village" gets a large share of attention where, though they

have lost in some measure their fear of strangers, they siill go

through the form of setting a watch, and always seem to have out

a picket to want of the approach of any foe ; which picket, or

guard, though it changes, is always made up of the old dogs, sit-

ting solemnly upright, the dog on watch duty remains, while the

others feed, and sounds his note of alarm by rapid barks or rallier

squeaks, when down sink the whole tribe in their holes, disappear-

ing as suddenly as Koderick Dhu's men did in the Highland

heather

!

Make yourself at home with the prairie dog, and he will

become quite familiar ; he will come at your call, take food from

your hand, and even from your pocket. He will climb up to your

shoulders, gnaw your buttons, and poke his inquisitive little nose

into your pockets if he hut smell a cake or a cracker there. In

short, there is not a funnier little pet out than the prairie dog.

THE -WniTE ELEPHANT.

The largest White Elephant to be seen in Europe belongs to

the Emperor of Russia, and is located in the Grand Park, at St.

Petersburgh. It was a present from a former Sliah of Persia to a

former Emperor of all the Russias, and is said to be at least one

hundred and fifty years old ! Certain it is that the animal was in

tlie same park in the time of the infamous Empiess Catharine,

who was crowned Empress at Moscow, in 1762, and died in I76S*,

and could he talk, what a story he could tell of the high jinks of

that extremely dissolute Empress and generally bad woman, who

inhabited the very palace, to which the park then, as now, be-

longed.

When this white elephant was a " new arrival " in Russia, he

was decked out in very fine trappings, with richly ornamented

riding-turret, etc., but for a couple of generations past, he has

steadily refused to he saddled and mounted. In his old age he

has grown cross and unmanageable, as though he had outlived his

love of the world, and has become disgusted with things in gen-

eral.

In the Philadelphia " Zoo" have been lately introduced two

baby elephants, "Baby-Boo," male, three years old, and " Wolly-

po-tump," female, four. They are healthy, playful little animals
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of tlie Indian species, and we may reasonably hope from their

good condition, and tlie great care taken of them liy their kee.ner,

that when the next Centennial comes around, thoy may be able

(we shall improvfc now, since our Centennial, so much that ele

phants may talk by that time) to tell the people of the wonders of

1876.

ALBINOS.
From the Chicarjo Field o( Nov. 25th, we learn that I)r. A. F.

McKinncy recently shot a female Albino quail, Orti/x Vlrginiana,

on his plantation at Germantowa, Tenn. It was a beautiful

specimen and was presented to Mr. D. Bryson of Memphis, Tenn.

About a week ago the "Forest and Stream" received at their

office in New York, a partial Albino quail, shot by Mr. H. Fassett

of Philadelphia.

This reminds us to say a word for

"billy JONES,"

A pure white squirrel, the last of three we received over a year

ago, from Mr. Edward Bassett of Berlin, Wisconsin. One, a

female, died a few months after it came to us. She had many
indications of having received a charge of shot, which charge

doubtless caused the convulsions which finally carried her off.

She was very tame, and a great pet. Being unable to jump to

any distance, she was often allowed her liberty. The second, a

male, was sent to Lewis Kuhe, (importer of rare animals) 98

Chatham street, N. Y. But "Billy Jones" was too smart—too

nearly perfect, for us to part with, consequently, in one of Osborn's

Incomparable Cages, " Billy accompanied ns to the " land of

steady habits," where he has been much admired. During the

winter " Billy " is kept in the kitchen, and carefully attended by

a lady who is very fond of pets, therefore he is in the best of

health all the time, and as he is constantly talked to (ladies must

talk to something) he has got so he always replies, in his way,

which is very amusing. He does not often get his liberty, because

there is too much "squirrel" in him. He is too lively. The first

time he was let out he landed on our shoulder, then on our

writing table, when inkstand, paper, and other materials were

thrown around very lively. From the table he sprang to the plants

in the window, where he was soon half buried in the dirt. At
another time he got out on the lawn. He made no attempt to

run away, but got in the loose dirt under an arbor vitEe, where he

almost buried himself, eating and rolling in the dirt like a playful

kitten, proving to our satisfaction, that squirrels in cages are

sadly neglected. They need and must have loam occasionally in

some form, or they will not keep in that condition so pleasing to

lovers of squirrel pets. Their diet should be varied, and consist

of nuts, clover heads, grass, bread, &c. In fact, "Billy" does

not seem to have the best of manners, for he will ask for apples,

or anything he needs, if any one is eating in sight tlie article he

wants. He knows no fear, as when let out he will run li twcen

the legs of any dog however large or strange, the same with cats.

It is amusing to see him examine our cat's tail, as she sits watch-

ing him placidly until he finally tests it with his teeth, when
pussy jumps up as though she was wanted elswhere. Having
just shed his coat he is pure white, with bright pink eyes. He is

perfect in form, larger than the gray squirrel, and has a very

large bushy tail. Will some of our naturalists tell us, why with

his new coat his actions have changed ? He has become apparent-

ly more savage. Is this the pairing season for squirrels, or why
is he more savage at this time?

During the winter of 1875 and 1876, we had 3 white squirrels,

1 black, 1 gray, and 2 striped ones. In the evenings we often let

several of them loose in our dining roam. The striped ones were

always timid and would shun us. The larger squirrels seemed

untamable until their teeth gave out, when they became tamo
and would take food from the hand. The black or gr.ay would
always make room for the white ones, which among them-

selves would hare terrible encounters, and always had to be

separated. It was a very pleasant sight to turn all loose at once

when they were hungry, and watch them feed until satisfied.

The white female had a particularly winning way of half s'ealing,

half coaxing nuts from the others ; when all were satisfied they

would hide the remaining nuts. Never putting two nuts in one

place so long as they could find two places—we purposely made as

many places as possible, by providing slippers, boots, &c., &c-,

and never in our experience were two nuts put in one place until

all the places had been utilized, then, and then only, would they

begin to put two in a place, and finally three, &c., &c. To us this

rather hurt the theory that they lay in large stores of food in one

place for winter. As George P. Burnham would say, "why is

this thus t Will McCann, Huon, or Phoca please explain ?

Wade.

ExcFjy\rJqES.

(S^^Advertisements under this head, of four lines, or forty-eight words de-
scribing- aud offering for Excliaiiiie only, will be allowed at 25 cents
for each and every insertion. For every line extra 10 cents will be charged.
|@^"T0 EXCHANGE FOR CASH" Or ^'GREENBACKS," "WANTED A PURCHASER,"

or "wanted an offer," etc., etc., cannot under any circumstances be admitted
to the Exchange or WajiC column.
[^^No Exchange or Want will be inserted unless accompanied with 26 cents.

F. F. GROTT, Glenwood, Pa., will exchange a pair of P. C. Fowls,
very fine, weight 20 lbs. ; also fine Kouen Ducks, for AVhite-crested Ulack
Polands. A chance for a good trade for some enterprising person. None but
good birds wanted.

S. C. SMITH, Lock Box 132, Warren, Fa., wi.shes to exchange a
Violin, cost ^16, for a Cocker Spaniel, broken on Grouse, or a good Pointer
Pup Dog.

ABM. V, N. DeFORFEST, Metuchen, N. J., will exchange an
Adams Cottage Printing Press, 9x13, warranted to be in perfect order, for

Brown Leghorn, or offers. ___^
J. HORACF FASSITT, 1630 Locust St., Philadelphia, Pa., will

exchange a pair of Yellow Mottled Trumpeters, fora pair of Flying Antwerp?.

BOX 29465 New York, wishes to exchange White Barbs, Black and
Dun Carriers, and Antwerps, for a Double-barrel Breech-loading Shot Gun,
which must be by good maker, and in fair condition, or offers.

H. E. SPEIV<'ER. Centrevillage, Broome Co., N. Y., will exchange
either a trio of White Cochins, Todd's stock ; White Leghorns, J. B. Smith's
strain ; or Browa Leghorns, F. J. Kinney's strain, for Plymouth Rock Pullets,

or Pekin Ducks. Must be good stock. Answer at once.

JOHN K. CAiUP, Winsted, Conn., will exchange Scribner's Monthly,
bound in cloth, new, years 1871 and 1S72; and a book entitled, Events at the
National in 1875 ; also two fine Light Brahma Pullets, and one yearling Hen

;

also S. S. Hamburgs, for fine Colored Dorkings, yearling Hens or Pullets, or
B. B. Red Game Bantam Pullets.

"W. J, EVE\DEIV, Williamsport, Pa., will exchange 2 Irish Setter

Pups, lemon and white, 3 months old ; 3 B. B. K. Game Bantam and 3 Silver

Duckwing Game Bantam Cockerels, 1 pair Red Carriers, breeders, 1 Red
Jacobin Cock, 1 Violin and Bow, valued at $25, and a Watch, valued at S15,
for Breech-loading Shot Gun, Rifle, Cigars, Berkshire Sow, or offers.

WINFIELD, Box no, McEwensville, Northumberland Co., Pa., has
Houdans,one Single barrel Shot Gun, with Game Bag and Shot Pouch, one
copy Graham's Standard Phonography (new), several Cases, all sizes, Homeo-
pathic Medicines, never been opened ; one copy Winner's Guitar Instructor,

&c., for offers in Pigeons, Gamo Bantams, orother Fowls. Postnle received.
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G. E. BACOIV, Riverside Station, Conn., will exchaDge 1 Brown Leg-

horn Cockerel, and 3 PulletB, for 1 trio of Hroiize Turkeys.

J. HOIC.K'F FASSITT. 1630 Locust St., I>hiWideIphia, Pa., will ex-

change 2 pairs nf Antwrrps, lor two pairs of Jacobipfl, White, Ulack, or Itlue.

E. F. EKr.\[M>, I'lymoutb, Miuos., will exchange first-rlass I'ekin

and White Call Ducks, for German Canaries, good singers, and Wild Geese,

flrst-clasB.

E. IW. PEASE, 35 Grand St., Hartford, Conn., wiFbes to exohange a

pet of Key Check Dies, Letters and Figures, (steel); also good assortment of

German Silver Key Checks and Kings, for Leghorns, ox a Fleetwood Scroll

Saw. ^^_^
C- an* GRAY5 Trenton Falls, N. Y., wants to exchange Printing Press,

Violin, Pointer Dog, Partridge Cochins, Kouen Ducks, Pile Game Chicks,

Derbys and Uantauis, for a Kitie, Shot Gun, Revolver, Watch, Set of ilarnese.

Berry Plants, Fruit Trees, &c.
^

HENRY CliAlTON, Mount Pleasant, Del., will exchange Buff

Cochin Chicks, (bred from clioice birds of U'iiliauts'and Churchman's strains,

j

f.)r one pair of good Turbit Pigeons, and one trio of choice Black Red tiame
Bantams. Correspondence solicited.

1>R. J. THOS. BUSSEV, Kmuiitt^burg. Md., will give 2 liroivn

Leghorn Cockerels for a good Brown Leghnru Cock, and 1 P.Rock (. ockircls,

or 1 P. K. and 1 American Dominique Cockerel, tor lloudan Cock. DJust be

EZRA B. DIBBLE, New Haven, Conn., will exchangeG Hens and
1 Cock, Light Brahmas. Heos weigh from eight to eleven lbs. eiuh

; all hatch
of 1876, for anything (but live stock) tliat I can vealize !ff20 cash for.

C. B. EliBEIV, Pittsburgh Pa., has one Flute, value 912; one
Piccolo, value $^6.76, both new ; Black African Bantam Cockerels, to exchange
for good Cigars, or Silver >Vare.

ORliANBO SEELY, Box 120, Ithaca, Tompkins Co., N. Y., will

exchange Silver Spangled Uamturga, B. B. R. Game Bantams, and Wliite

Fantail and Flying Autwerps, bred from imported stock, for small Printing
Press, or olfers.

THE U'OODBEKRY NEWS, published at Woodberry, Md.,
will exchange Advertising, for Chickens, Ducks, Geese, &c., of fancy breeds,

or for the Eggs of either^

E. FICIES, Sherrills Mount, Iowa, will exchange first premium and
pedigree Essex Pigs, for other breed, or good Newfoundland and, Sheblerts

Pup ; also D. and L. Br.ihmas, premium birds, for Pigs. Will wtirraut all my

BOX 368, No. Attlcboro, M:iss., has for exchange one " .liiques

cubator, in perfect order, and but little used, for oQers. Singing Ca
piefened Postal cards accepted.

G. E. BACON, Riverside Station, Conn., will exchange one second-
hand Weed Sewing Machine, in good order, for one Brown Leghorn Cock and
Seven Pullets. Must be good ones.

C. P. BOliLES^ Rockville, Conn., will exchange one pair of B. B. R.
Game Bantams, and one pair of Wild Geeae, also a Blue Dutchess Cock, and a
Yellow Hen, for Inside Tumblers, {any color except black,) Fantails and
Trumpeters. What offers ?

CHARLES A. ANBKEAV, West Boxford, Mass., will exchange
Lop-eared Rabbits, of any age, or White Fantail Pigeons, for young Ferrets,

or P. Rock Pullets, or offers.

BENJ. BliAlVIPIED, 3u7 Mount Znar St., Elmira, N. Y
change one beautiful Black W'alnut Mocking Bird Cage, highly
and lit for any parlor. Is 4 feet long, 2 feet wide, 2 feet deep ; arched door
frame; double doors in front, French plate glass in doors and headlight.

Large back door, with looking glass, and fine Chromo of Deer and Rabbit
cated in same. Beautiful Steeple in center, also one at each end. Draw tray
for cleaning cage, in three sections, and covered with rich oil cloth. Doorand
bell knobs silver-mounted. Was once offered sixty dollars fur cage and refused
ir. Will exchange the tame for five (5) trios of thoroughbred Poultry, follow-

ing varieties : W. C. B. Polish, W. C. W. Polish, G. Sebright Bantams, W.
Legborus, Brown or Black Leghorns. None but pure stock wanted. Exhibi-
tion birds. Write.

T. B. ABAMS, Franklin, Pa., will exchange 4 trios of G. S. Ham-
burgs, No. 1 birds; Corn Shelleis ; Poultry: 30 Chromos, neatly framed;
Faucit-rs' Journal, complete to '77 ; Parsons' Laws of Bu5iness ; Wells' Every
Mrtu his own Lawyer; Water Fountains, ( Wa.de's) ^ gallon ; a Whit* Pouter
Cock, and Beagle Dog, for a email size Printing Press, complete, or offer

postal cards.

R. W. SNYDER, Owego, N. Y., wants to exchange pedigree Buff
Cochins for a good !;etter Dog, or offer.

\V, C. EATON, Newark. N. J., will exchange a Magic Lantern,
$200; a Graves' Incubator, ®100 ; or German Canaries, good singers, for
Black or White Cochins, or B. Leghorns. Must be first-class.

BOX 8 69, Rockville
years old, weight 1,000 lbs.

in., will exchange a nice Family Horse, se
t]d snd kind, for a registered Jersey Cow.

J. X. BEL.Ii, Franklin, Pa , has 7 trios Black Red Games, '76 hatch,
SlO per trio; Long Silver Watch Guard, ffilS j 7-8hot Cartridge Revolver, S8;
good heavy Single-bHrrel Shot Gun, S15; Single-barrel Car'ridge Pistol, 3B4;
three yi-ars Poultry \rorld, in patent binder, S5.50 ; 75 lb. collection Minerals,
$25; Home Corn Shelter, new, .§2.50, to exchange for Breech-loading Rifle,

Breech-loading Shot Gun, Printing Press and outfit, Foot Lathe and Tools,
large Cartridge Revolver, Music Box, or otTers,

JNO. F. HOUSER, Tamaqua, Pa., will exchange 1 Harp, Piano, 3
good Violins, 1 10-keyed Accordean, 1 Kvan & Watson's Safe, I Pocket, and 1

large Case of Homeopathic Medicine", filled and labelled in good condition, 1

Florence Sewing Machine, 1 bound vol. Wright's Hlustrated Book of Poultry,
4 Fonts Type, assorted, 1 Sintle Silver-plated Buggy Uitrness. goi d as new, 1
Floebert Gun and Target, 1 Red Bird and Cage, I Kabbit Hutch, 1 Mectric
Battery, for Alderney or Jersey Cow, or Double Breech-loading Shot Gun, or
offers.

JOSHCA BOWERS9 MorrowSt.,between5thand6th, Wilmington,
Del., has a pair of splendid Newfoundland Pups, 6 weeks old. They are

thoroughbred, I know, for I have their mother. I would like to exchange
them for first-class Carrier Pigeons. I have also about !' pair of Outside
Tumblers, mostly black. I would exchange for other varieties of Pigeons.

V/^HT E D.

READ INSTRUCTIONS AT THE HEAD OF

The name and address of any person acting di.-^honestly through the

Kxchange and Want columns, will be placed at the head of Exchange column.

BR. O. W. BROWNBACK, Pendleton, Ind ,
wants a trio of

Partridge Cochins. Please describe fully, and give lowest cash price.

R. M, GRIFFITH, Wilmington, Del., wants purchasers for his

stock of Pigeons and Chickens, at down p rices. Send your orders at once.

R. M. GICIFFITJH, Wi nt to a Breeder,rl\E Jra, » iimingiuu, uei., wauia ui rem. 10 a, Jiieeuei

,

for one'or'more years, House and Lawn, 10 acres of l>iind. Poultry Yards,
Pijicon Lofts, all complete. Parties can have possefsion immediately if re-

quircd. __^

WANTED.
1. A Treatise on the Art of Breeding and Managing Tame, Domesticated,

and Fancy Pigeons ; bv John Matthews Eaton, and published by the author, 7

Islington Green, London. 1862, Hlustrated.
The Treatise of 1858 is not wanted.
2. A set of Six Matchless Engraved Colored Portraits, Life Size, by Wol-

stenholme, viz: The Almond, Bhick Mottle, Red Baldhead, Yellow-beard
Tumblers, BUtck Carrier, and Blue Pied English Pouter.

3. A colored Diagram, or a Plan of Building or fitting up a Pigeonary,
embellished with Tumblers, Pouters and Carriers.

We think there are several different diagrams, and would like all of them.
4. A set of six splendid Life Size engraved Portraits of The Fancy Toy

Pigeons, colored, viz: The White Fantail, Yellow Jacobin, Silver Owl, Blue
Turbit, Black-mottled Trumpeter, and the Black Barb.

All of above pictures published by J. M. Eaton.

A liberal offer would be made fur any of the above in good order.

Anv information regarding John Ma:thew Eaton's hfe and works would be
gratefully received.

Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books, old and curious

book'', and Autographs of men of note, living or dead.

WM. GARDNER BARTON, Salem, Mass.

RABBIT BOOK FOR THE IflANlT.

Containing the HISTORY OF THE RABBIT from the earliest timee.

Descriptions with illustrations of all the show and fancy varieties, and ful:

directions for their selection, breeding, and management; the treatment of

their diseases, and the construction of their dwellings. Sent post-paid on

receipt of 30 cents. Address

FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

MOOKE'S
WORK ON PIGEONS,

No'w Ready for Delivery,

PRICE,

n Paper CoTer, _.-_--__- 30 cpnts.

n Cloth, .-_..--_-. 50 cents.

PREPAID BY MAIL.

I.ARGE: DISCOITNT TO FANCIERS

Desiring to present it to their customers.

TANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

WKIGHT'S PRACTICAL POULTRY KEEPER.

THE BEST BOOK ON TUIS SUB.IECT FOR TUE MONEY EVER
PUBLISUED.

Price, S2.00, free by mail.

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn.

ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

AND METHOD OF TRAI.NIXG.

By W, B. Xegctineier.

PRICE, 75 GENTS, FREE! B¥ mAII..

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Conn
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Maryland Poultry and Fanciers' Association,

FOURTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION, DEC. 28, '76 TO JAN. 3, '77.

LIBBRALi PREMIUMS, VALUABLE PLATE^ Ac.^

EXCEEDING ALL PREVIOUS EFFORTS.

POULTRY, PIGEONS, DOG-S, PETS, &c., &c.

rreniium Lists in Press will be mailed upon application. Atidiess^ GEO. 0. BRO"WN, Secy., Brooklandville, Md.

We^l^i?^ S^e^^Sflira^ia S^^mli^y S^^i^iy^
i'ii"n"s:]BXJH.c3-ia:, of*.a..

FIFTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION

POULTRY, PIGEONS, DOGS, BIRDS, PET ANIMALS, &c., &c.,

JT a, aa. -UL^ I* 37- lOtlx to I'Ztli, inclxxsi-v©,
AT OLD CITY HALL.

1877

Upwards of §3,000 in Premiums £

A. H. I>ANE, Pittsburgh, Secretary.

J offered in Cash and Silver Ware. Premium Lists ( I be had by addressing the Secretary.

EDAVARD GREKG, Pittsburgh, President.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKERS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGEEE LIGHT BEAHMAS
AND

IMPORTED BLACK HAMBUEGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS AND CHICKS FOR SAI.E.

Write for CiROULAa.

.1. H. SCHOOK, S. W. corner Tenth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segars, Weekly Papers, Stationery, etc.; will also
supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

EVERGREENS—25 FOR ONE DOLLAR.

200,000
Transplanted arbor Titse, four to eight inches, only $10 per thousand
All kuid.s of nursery stock in variety. Catalogues, with directions for
plaLtiug, mailed for stanjp.

WM. MORTON & SON, Allen's Corner, Maine.

FLYIJVG AlVTWERPS.

JOHN VAN OPSTAL,

IMPORTER AND BREEDER OF TUESE

RENOWNED BIRDS.

4 Lewis St., New York.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,
and have won 16 first, "1" second, and two special premiums; stock from
Felcli^ WiUiamSj Herstines, and Edmoiids noted strains. Eggs, 3&3.00 per 13

U. PAllHAM,Lima, 0.

BOOKS FOR THE FANCIER.
"Fanciers' Journal," for 1374 and 1875, bound in cloth (each) $3 75
Practical Poultry Keeper (L. Wright; 2 UQ
The Brahma fowl " 2 50
The Hondan Fowl \ 75
The Poultry Book (Tegetmeir) 9 00
The Pigeon Book " 5 QO
Brent's Pigeon Book 75
Poultry Breeding (Geyelin) 1 25
The Poulterer's UompaDion (Bement) 2 00
Domestic Poultry (Saunders) Paper, 40c., Cloth, 75
American Bird Fancier 30
Kabbic Fancier (Bement) SO
Illustrated Book of Poultry (by L. Wright), in 25 monthly parte, each. . 50

Pigeons " " '^ *' " " 50
American Standard of Excellence 1 00
Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry, bound 15 00
The Dog, (Dinks, May hew, and Hutchinson) 3 00
Richardson on the Dog Paper, SOc, Cloth, 60
Canary Birds Paper, 60c., Cloth, 75
Cooper's Game Fowl 5 OO
Taxidermist's Manual 1 00
Bryant's Forest Trees 1 5O
Burr's Vegetables of America 6 00
Gray's Manual of Botany and Lessons, in 1 vol 4 CH)

Gray's School and Field Book of Botany 2 50
Stonehenge on the Dog 3 75
Window Gardening 1 50
Trout Culture, (J. H. Slack) 1 50
Dowuing's Fruits and Fruit Trees of America 5 00
Parsons on the Kose. (Samuel B. Pardons) 1 60
Practical Floriculture. (P. Henderson) 1 50
Forester's American Game in its Season , 3 00
F. Forester's Horse and Horsemanship. 8vo. 2 vols 10 00
Frank Forester's Field Sports. 8vo. 2 vols 6 00
Frank Forester's Sporting Scenes and Characters. Illustrated 2

vols. l2mo 4 00
Frank Forester's Fi>h and Fishing. 100 Illustrations 3 50
Frank Forester's Manuel for Youns Sportsmen 3 00
Diseases of Poultry (by G. P. Burnham),.. Paper, 50c., Cloth, 76

Anv book on any advertised list will be sent prepaid by niait on receipt of
price.' Address FANCIERS' JOUKNAL, liartford, Couu.
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SEASONABLE HINTS.

Be careful of the new plumage of the birds intended for the

show room. Give such birds clean sand for their dust baths.

A bird can be washed if the feathers are soiled, but wash and

blue them ever so well, the plumage has lost the luster, that, like

the bloom on the peach, is only once given.

Give exhibition birds plenty of room, otherwise they may get

quarreling, and be ruined for the show-room. Guard carefully

against fVather-eating. Watch closely for the first signs of it,

and punish the offender.

Guard against sickness not only from exposure, but from lack

of exercise, also. Be careful, if cold weather sets in, to jirevent

frozen combs.

If any portion of excreta clings to the fluff, give the birds a

bundle or so of straw to pick over and work among, and the soil-

ing will soon be worn off.

Feed liberally and regularly. Do not cram your birds to get

great weight. If you do, it will be at the expense of some other

point or points.

Be an honest exhibitor. If nature has disqualified your birds,

accept the fiat. Don't resort to plucking, cutting or painting.

If your Black Cochins have red hackles, don't paint them, hoping

to deceive the judges. If you have influence, don't use it to put

them in a poor light, else you'll be apt to hear that keen-eyed

Scotchman that breeds Buffs, say, "put 'era out, mon, put 'em

out, they're a disgrace to the show." "Be honest, though the

heavens fall."
»-«-•

THE AMERICAN STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE.
The American Standard of Excellence is the subject of con-

siderable discussion at this time, and promises to continue to be

till after the meeting of tlie A. P. A. at Boston, in January next.

And, as an interchange of the sentiments of the fanciers of the

country is the only way to learn just what is wanted, I presume

the real or imaginary errors, omissions, &c., will all be made

right in due season. I cannot lay claim to the title of "old

breeder," either in years or experience
;
yet I trust I have enough

of both to entitle me to give my opinions in this important

matter, for it is an important matter. Breeders ha-e been now
several years conforming to its teachings in mating and breed-

ing their stock, and now have probably got themselves proper-

ly Jijced to produce standard birds. And this being the case

the members of the A. P. A. and those conducting the present

criticisms of the Standard, should be very guarded in what they

do lest they destroy the work which has already been done, and

also destroy the confidence of American fanciers in the possibility

of ever being able to form a perfectly reliable Standard. Do not

do as children with a box of building blocks—knock down what

you have constructed to build some more elaborate and fantastic

appearing structure. I notice several critics make very strange

assertions in relation to it. One says, " Give us Wrfght's Poultry

Book for a Standard, and that is pood enough for America,

England, &c." Now with all due respect for the writer, and Mr.

Wright, I would like to enquire if Mr. Wright is better authority

than the combined t.alent and experience of the united fimcicrs of

America. I am too thoroughly American and Yankey to believe

that American fanciers cannot frame a Standard better suited to

America than Wright, Tommy Dod—or any other man. The
English may be older as poultry fanciers, but does any one claim

they are better in all things pertaining thereto?

No, gentlemen, we have now a Standard. If it is erroneous in

some points, cut them out and replace them with better. If it

omits anything necessaiy add that to it, but leave the structure as

it is. Do not let petty jealousy or pecuniary interest destroy that

harmony which is so necessary to prosperity in any undertaking.

One learned gentleman does not know how to mate up a pen of

Lt. Brahmas, as he does not know whether a hen wi.h a single

comb is a good Brahma or not. Now witli all due respect to the

gentleman's standing as a breeder and writer, 1 would like to sug-

gest that a little common sense—very common sense too—shouhl

help a six year old boy out of that difficulty. I have a boy four

years old who would quickly tell you tliat kind of bird was not a

Brahma at all. Again, the same gentleman says " not a Corporal's

guard of the best fanciers of the country ever refer to it in mating

up their breeding pens." I submit that the " old fanciers" know
just how to mate their birds to produce Standard birds, as required

by said Standard. Also that common sense and scientific experi-

ments, pedigree, &c., have helped intelligent old and young

breeders to mate their breeding pens. If the Standard of Excellence

does not suit you, please tell us w/ii/, and give us better reasons

for changing it or for substituting the fruit of your fertile brain fur

it, and none will be faster to follow you than the subscriber. But

we have a Standard now, and let us improve it if it is found incom-

plete ; but do not destroy it. You cannot all have a Standard to

suit your " strains" or peculiar fancies—ah! there's the rub—it

dots not suit every strain in the country, and it will not do till it

suits My Stkain ; so I will throw cold water on it, and on its

ruins I may rear an edifice like unto my strain. Another finds

that "it is not full and explicit enough, and fails to meet all the

requirements of all cases, according to /us idea. 1 will admit that

in a few cases more might be said to the Amateur or " Young
Fanciers," but to judges, such as associations should employ, it is

full enough in its teachings. A fancier qualified to judge birds

at a show should have judgment as well as knowledge and experi-

ence, and that judgment v/ill point out to him the course to take

in any case that may come up. In the cases mentioned by tliis

last critic, the gentleman himself is not in the dark as to how to

act or how he would act if such a case came before him. For if,

as he says, he cannot sufiiciently condemn the fault by the number

of points credited to that particular part, should he cut them off

entirely he has still one or two more ways to reach and punish the

defect.

Again you can never expect to form a Standard that will

enable every one that sees it to judge and score a bird properly.

For every one is not capable of applying the most simple rules to

judging poultry or any thing else. Some people are entirely

incapable of doing or learning anything correctly. Or they

may learn some things and are incapable of learning others.

For instance, I was acquainted with an oflScer in the army

during the late war, who could never learn a bugle call. Even

calls that his horse (he was a cavalry officer) learned, he could

not learn, such was his want of an ear for music. Another

case was that of a school-mate of mine wlio was so deficient in

comparison of colors that he had to leave his situation as clerk

and seek other employment bccanse he could not tell blue from

green, nor purple from black. Now both these gentlemen were

smart, reliable business men, but were deficient in these particu-
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liirs. Now tiiko a man who is deficient in "comparison," and

what kind of a poultry juilge would he make, if even you put into

liis hands a Standard )j;iiide as large as a family Bihle? Take one

deficient in color, and pnt him to judging Games, P. Cochins, or

lI;inihHrgs, nud wliat kind of a verdict do jou suppose he would

render 1

Now do not charge the American Standard of Excellence with

your own failings. /( is not to blame if you cannot tell a bird of

line .'iymmctry from a long legged, staggering cockerel, homely in

shape, and uncouth in gait and appearance. Do not hastily con-

demn the work of the best fanciers of America, because you can-

not find a good bird, or tell one when you see it.

Eliphalet Stowell.

EGGS, FOWLS. AND GAME IN CALIFORNIA.
Wiiv Immense Supplies are Brought to California

FROM THE East.

Withinjho p.ast fortnight half a dozen carloads of eggs have

arrived in this city from Iowa and adjacent States. One imporier

alone received 30,000 dozen, and the price fell from twenty-four

cents to twenty-two cents. It is not surprising that so larj^e a

quantity of Eastern eggs has tlms suddenly been brought into

our market, because a demand in almost any spot on earth in

these days of railway facilities will find a supply. But it is some-

what surpri>ing that our own people, knowing the demand to

exist, have not taken more efficient means to supply it nearer

home. Perhaps no better market can be found than San Fran-

cisco for eggs, fowls, and game. The stall-men are constant

rivals in their bids for an increased supply. This is not the sea-

son for game, but small birds, hare and rabbits are taken in any
quantity, while chickens fit for broilers are in great demand at

from five to seven and a half dollars a dozen, and roosters and
hens readily bring nine and ten dollars at wliolesale, and ducks

ditto. Hitherto

BAISING FOWLS
Has not been considered a profitable speculation in California,

liecau'c the long Summer drouth and dust are said to breed ver-

min and disease; and when the owner of a fine flock wakes up
some fair morning he is likely to find that one or two hundred

have suddenly died during the night. This is very discouraging,

and detracts largely from the profits. To meet such emergencies

or avoid such calamities, chicken growers must closely study the

peculiarities of our climate and the habits and requirements of

the poultry. Fowls need fresh meat as well as a farinaceous diet.

Old bones and oyster shells pounded up are not sufficient, though

useful during the laying season. But every chicken raiser ought

to understand that if drouth and dust are the cause of disease,

verdure and water are in a great measure the remedy. There-

fore one who would be successful in raising fowls for the market
should first of all select some spare piece of land, and, if barren,

plant it with eucalyptus trees for shade, irrigate and sow it with

grass, and keep it green the year round. Chickens

NEED BOTH SHADE AND GKASS,

And will not do well without these advantages. But with a good

shady grove and green grass to keep the fowls fresh and healthy,

and movable henneries kept well whitewashed, and moved fre-

quently to keep the fowls clean, there is no good reason why any-

one should fail in this enterprise who knows anything about the

business and science of poultry raising. One gentleman in Texas

has an annual income of ten thousand dollars from his poultry

ranch. And there is a fortune in this business for anyone com-
petent to conduct it on this coast. The constant demand, which
can only increase with the increase of our population, assures
the profit. And if our people will give more attention to this

matter they will not only be paid for their pains, but we shall

not need to look to the East for aged eggs or a supply of poultry.
—San FTaitcisco Call.

THE NEXT SEASON'S WORK.

It is none too soon to begin the work for next year's breed-

ing. Those who have kept their young birds of both sexes

together, should make haste to separate them, and the stock should

be looked over, to see the material on hand for the season's work.

Where the work of the year past was a success, it may now be

noted, and thought be taken how the success may be continued
;

where it was a failure will also be shown now, and the true fan-

cier will consider where the fault lies, and will study to rectify it.

The live fancier is already seekirg through the press, his patrons

for the future. He makes the reading world familiar with

his name and wares, before the mass of the breeders have real-

ized that one season is past, and another upon us. " Delays are

dangerous " to the advertiser.

GOUT OR RHEUMATISM IN FOWLS.

These two names are applied indifferently to an inflammation

of the feet or the joints of the legs. The aflx!ctcd ports will be

reddened and swollen, and the bird will probably show signs of

pain. The disease is probably caused by some fault in the diges-

tive apparatus, but the trouble mav be increased by exposing the

fowl to cold and wet. There are several forms of these diseases,

besides the one described. In one, the only symptom may be a

slight lameness, or with this, the joints may be stiff and the toes

bent up, or twisted to one side. The trouble called "cramp" is

perhaps of a partly different nature, but this is not certain.

When the inflammation is very great, the bowels should be well

opened with jalap or calomel. Twice a day may be given a pill

containing a h.alf-grain of extract of colchicum. The bicarbon-

ate of poiash might prove a valuable remedy. Opium may also

be administered in the same doses, or more if necessary to soothe

the pain. The local treatment consists in washing the aflx'cted

parts with warm water in which is dissolved potash, or in case

there is only a stiffness, and no great amount of inflammation,

some mustard may be added to the water. Oil of mustard is said

to be useful internally in this last case. Sweet oil also has a

favorable influence in cases where there is much inflammation.

The fowls should be removed to a warm, dry place and be fed

well.

—

Rural Home.

SHOW AT EASTON.

The grand consolidated Poultry and Columbarian Show of

Eastern Pennsylvania will be held at Easton, from January 5th

to 8tb, inclusive, and under the able management of Messrs.

McKeen and Hulick, will undoubtedly be a grand success. The
exhibition hall is situtited in the central part of the city, and

is far preferable in every way to the building that was used for

the same purpose last year The first premium will remain the

same as last year, namely $5.00, and there will also be a splendid

list of specials. For fanciers, no better show will be held

during the winter of 1877 lor the display of stock owned by

them, than at Easton. The judging will be done by men thor-

oughly competent to act in that capacity. The number of points

to the pair, required for first premium will be 175, second 165,

third 155. The first premium on pigeons will be $2.00, and they

must be of a high degree of excellence to obtain the award.

As there will be no' exhibition at either Doylestown, Philadel-

phia, or Allentown during the present winter, of course the city of

Easton will be the grand center of attraction, and as it is the first

grand consolidated show of poultry and pigeons ever held in that

part of the country, a large turnout of people and stock is pre-

dicted. The preparations now being made are all on a grand

scale. Tennent.
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SPANISH AT THE CENTENNIAL.
EoiTon Journal :

—

" Every man tliinks his own geese swans;" and this saying was
more than ordinarily well exemplified in " Tennent's" article per-

taining to " Ilamburgs."

The display of W. F. B. Spanish, in both the Canada and

American departments comprised ffoud and bad birds, as did also

ihe display of Hamburcis, for which Mr. " Tenncnt " shows such do-

ting "literary" inclinations. He says:—"We have sacrificed every-

tliingfor the white face;" and apropos we will add, that the W. F.

B. Spanish show equally as "careful breeding" ,'\s the Ilamburgs,

and to quote additional words of " Tenncnt," " I, as well as many
other fanciers, were highly pleased with the display." The Amer-
ican display of Black Spanish was fine beyond a doubt, as were

nearly all ihe different classes, and in justice to exhibitors, honors

should be given to those entitled, and "slurs" omitted.

America, we are pleased to state, has some veiy fine Spanish

fowls, and as faras the /ure is concerned, must in many cases be

acceded equal, if not superior to foreign exhibits. American Span-

ish fowls have rot deteriorated as much as " Tenncnt " would have

US believe, and in our opinion, this class is being continually im-

proved by its many enthusiastic admirers, and we predict that

eventually America can boast of W. 1\ B. Spanish equal to any,

both as regardsyiice and size. '

Peko Nixon.

PREPARING POULTRY FOR MARKET.
Poultry should not only he fat when kilhd, but should be prop-

erly dresseil and put up for the market. Poor goods may not sell

bccansc they are presented in an attractive form, lint the best will

not bring good prices unle--s they attract by their appearance.

After the fowls are killed comes the most exacting part of the

work of preparation. The skin must not be broken; it must
not be parboiled; pin-feathers must not he left in, nor the down
stand out like the first virile furze on a boy's face. To prevent

these unsightly and repuls've appearances follow a few simple and
natural directions. Phick the fowl while the animal lieat still

remains ; do not kill at a time more than you have facilities for

immediately dressing. Tlie use of hot water is certainly essen-

tial, but do not have it hotter than is ab-olutcly necessary in

order to start the feathers. Pick out all the pin-feathers, usinn-

tweezers if necessary, but do not tear the skin. Singe the

plucked fowl over a gas jet or the flame of a kerosene lamp ; in

the latter case it is sufficient to hold the fowl over the glass chim-

ney of an ordinary kerosene lamp, turning the fowl rapidly.

The work may be done in a few seconds. Some prefer a handful

of feathers or a few scraps of paper kindled to a qu'ck blaze in

the fire-place or stove, the lids of the latter being removed.

In some markets poultry is sent with crop and intestines un-

disturbed, probably as much because it is thought the fowls look

fairer and plumper, as for any hope of gain from extra weight.

It is prclerable on some accounts to draw the fowls. The French
market-women draw their poultry, carefully wipe out the cavities

and stuff with a bunch of clean unsized paper—ordinary straw

or manila p.aper—and their poultry is delightfully sweet and
attractive.

Poultry should not be packed for transportation until entirely

cold. Then it should be laid in clean straw, breast down, keeping

wings and legs close to body. See that there is no discoloration

of blood on the skin. If the heads are removed pull up the skin

of the neck and lie it over the severed portion with a bit of strong

thread or twine. Never cut oflf the spurs of old hens or cocks

with the idea of passing them oft" for young chickens
; purchas-

ers are generally older than the most ancient specimens of your
poultry yard, or if perchance the customer is green, that is no
e.KCuse for dishonesty.

—

Canadian Poullry Journal.

A MIDSUMMER RAMBLE.
I enjoyed my midsummer ramble so thoroughly that I cannot

keep it a secret. Leaving Baltimore one bright, beautiful

Tuesday morning, I was rapidly " whisked" along by the fast

mail, via the N. C. R. R. The grand and picturesque scenery

seemed like a vast panorama, to unroll before me, disi)laying all

the glorious fullness of a bountiful season. Well tilled, neaily

kept farms, followed one another or rather were passed on one

side, while on the other, the beautiful Susquehanna was slowly

ehhiug its- way to the Chesapeake Bay. The river was exceed-

ingly low, looking as if it might he easily forded any place

between Ilarrisburg and Williamsport. Considerable tobacco is

raised along the river flats. What a grand sight it was to sud-

denly " round a curve," and have in a twinkling, as if by magic,

spread out before us, green, velvety green fields, skirted with

forests whose foliage, had already, in anticipation of Autumn's

kisses, commenced to blush ; fields of snow-white buckwheat

blossoms, whose fragrance filled the air; orchards weighed down
with red cheeked fruit, and cattle standing knee-deep in the water,

while in the distance amid the hazy atmosjihere—such as only

that season affords—towered in uneven sublimity, the moimiains,

whose sides and tops are always covered with the evergreen of

hemlock and pine. Five p. M. found me in Elmira, where it was

unpleasantly warm, and exceedingly dusty. I thought how dif-

ferent the weather, from the last time the Editor of the Journal

was there—when he was "snowed in for a week." Another hour,

and I was at Waikins, where we were met by Dr. J. W. Lyon of

Burdett, whose hospitality we enjoyed for several days, as well as

numerous rides after his fancy stock. The Doctor is an enthu.si-

astic fancier of horses, and what he docs not know of them is not

worth knowing.

After doing this pl.ace with its Glen, Eldridge, Seneca Lake,

Hector Falls, and other attractions, with a partv of ladies and

gentlemen I visited little Cayuga lake, on a fi hing excur-ion—

but knowing how incredulous "some" of the re.aders of the

Journal are, about fish stories, I refrain from "telling" the

quantity of fish caught. On our return, we halted at a substan-

tial, cosy farm-house, (apples were ripe there) and I was shown a

pairof "new California" (?) fowls. They came all the way " from

the gold regions," and were a pair of very poor Partridge Cochins.

Binghamton was my next hall. Time was so limited hero,

that I was unable to visit Mr. Martin, and some other fanciers.

Next up the charming Chenango Valley to Oxford, where I spent

several days substantially enjoying mvself with an uncle—who,

to my surprise, I found a chicken fancier, having W. C. B.

Polands. All theories to the contrary, his Polands arc good incu-

bators and mothers. We saw one set of early chicks, nearly full

grown, and his best hen clucking around, (with a nice brood of

young) as motherly as a Brahma. They are allowed full range

all weathers, and have proved as hardy as any fowls.

With Mr. Geo. T. Brown, I visited the pretty village of Nor-

wich, (Chenango Co.) In riding through the place, we saw

several yards of nice pure bred poultry. The only fancier we

found was the Hon. A. G. Prindle, county ju'lge, bnt only discov-

ered that he was a fancier by having his fine pigeon loft pointed

out, as we were riding past. Having had an invitation to visit a

dairy—for which both Chenango, Orange, and Herkimer countii s

are noted—our next stop was at the farm of Mr. Gilbert J. Brown,

Smithville Flats. Forty cows were here milked, among which

wore some fine specimens of Jerseys. Mr. B. was kind enough

to also show us through a cheese factory, with a capacity for the

milk of four hundred cows. We also spent a day in fi-hing on

Cincinnatus pond, noted for its fine "pickerel." Reluctantly I

left this land of milk and golden butter, and started again for

Watkins.

On the route when near Owego, I saw grazing on the hi'l side a
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fine herd of pure llolstein (or Dutch) cattle, whieh, with their

very distinct chnracteristic marking—known as the "belt,"

—

togetlicr witli the bright green pasture as a back ground, afforded

a most attractive, and animated picture. I saw some choice cattle,

yet must admit that before I left Baltimore I saw at the farm of

Mr. T. A. Cochr.an, Ayrshires, and Jerseys, that were the boss-es

of all I had yet seen. Next, a steamer from Watkins via the

beautiful Seueca Lake, to Geneva—just in time to catch on the

rear platform of the last ear, and we were on the rail, bound for

Utica.

The first glance after /ilalformhuj, showed us the honest counte-

nance of our friend J. Y. Bickuell, a.fancier's hand shake, and

" Mr. Brown, Mr. Adams." Ahll thought this is Newton Adum;)

—and I said " Mr. Adams I am very glad to meet you." Mr.

Adams was there, with a horse and carriage, and kindly volun-

teered to show us around the city. I was pleasantly surprised

to find such elegant and substantial mansions, and artistically

designed grounds. Fort Hill Cemetery was visited, which we

found very attractive, and commanding a fine view of Utica and

surrounding country. It contains a splendid conservatory, iu

which, are many very rare, and choice tropical (iroductions. Mr.

Bicknell called my attention, by means of a microscope he carried

with him, to beauties I never dreamed of. The uninitiated can

hardly imagine what hidden beauty, in plant life, the microscope

renders visible, in even the most common flower. Like Mr. B.,

hereafter our constant companion shall be the microscope. At

the monument of a Mr. Barnard, we noticed a bust figure of a

beautiful woman—by Hiram Powers. It seems Mr. Bariiard,

when in Rome, it saw, admired, and purchased. It is a master-

piece of art. We came very near

—

{our trio of fowl fanciers,

Bicknell, Adams, and Brown,) getting into the Lunatic Asylum,

as visitors, of course (?) However we were on the grounds, where

we saw several of the Himates, OKiside enjoying themselves in a

rational manner. A drive along the very extensive grounds ex-

hibited to us large and most excellently cultivated fields of vege-

tables, thrifty and prolific as a Peter Henderson market

garden. Last but not least, we drove up to the residence of Mr.

Adams, and had the gratification of inspecting some grand

specimens of Golden and Silver Spangled, and Black Hamburgs,

White Leghorns, and Plymouth Kocks. No wonder he walks

away with the premiums, when he shows, for he has the stock

that is bound to win, if there is anything in points, at a Standard,

Mr. Adams is an enthusiastic fancier, quality in preference to

quantity his idea. I have a habit, when I am about to meet a

stranger—of whom I have heard about, of drawing, so to speak

a mental photograph of what I expect to find him like. But in

about all cases, my mental photo's are not very good likenesses.

Now I intended to see Mr. Adams, and imagined in him, I should

find one of that style of men who would point out to us his Leg-

horns, and remark, in a bigoted manner :
" There's some leghorns

I'd like to see anyone beat." Don't know why I got this idea.

In Mr. A. T tound a polished gentleman, a judge of fowls, who
W's aware his birds would exhibit their qualities, and cave his

visitors credit enough to consider they were capable of apprecia-

ting the same. "Train time" was drawing-near, and I departed

from Mr. Adams, and with Mr. Bicknell was soon on my way to

his well known yards. A night's good rest, a hearty breakfast with

mine host Bicknell, and his estimable family, and I am in excellent

spirits to inspect his stock. The first great attraction I saw was

some remarkably fine Aylesbury ducks. I pick one of them up,

and discover in this weigh, he does not deceive his looks. Then I

notice a pile game cock, and three hens, that are unusually ex-

cellent. No wonder ; they were imported ! Then I saw for the

first time a yard of real Cayuga ducks. Then, as Mr. B. feeds,

I follow him around, coming to Spanish, (grand ones) Creves,

Laflech, Cochins, Hamburgs, Houdans, Bantams, &o. But as

he has separate farms, where some of his stock is reared, I

enjoy the following day in visiting them. But why dwell in

praising his stock when all that is necessary to show their qualities

is to remark they were :
" BickneWs Stock." I have always had a

strong belief that afancier could successfully manage a number

of breeds, and care for them just as well as with one breed as a

specialli/. If for no other reason, than with one breed, the study

of the characteristics are soon noted—no contrast to note any

difference, &c., while with several breeds, the observant fancier

may always discover something characteristic in each variety,

thereby enabling him in discovering merits and demerits, besides

allowing no opportunity for monotony. Keeping several varieties

is not merely a pastime, but a business. At least such has been

my experience, and I discovered J. Y. B. took better care of his

flocks than did any " specialist" I have ever known. Of another

thing I am satisfied, to be a successful breeder of "good" fowls,

one must be a /me /ii?iC('er, a lover of his birds. As I silently

contemplated Mr. B, I remarked, the labor (t) of caring for his

feathered beauties, was no task, but a pleasure. But I digress.

Among his pigeons I noticed some fine White Trumpeters, and

grand outside Tumblers. I must admit—not that I would willing-

ly rob J. Y. B. of any of his merited laurels—that I had covetous

thoughts, and as I stood surrounded on all sides with featheredes-

ters, I mentally wished " / ivere in his boots." Don't be astonished

reader, when I say mv wish came to jiass that very night. But let

it be a warning to us all, not to make such avaricious wishes.

Yes that night / was in his boots, and down the stream with him

fishing. Also the next day, those same rubber boots were again

brought into requisition, for a similar excursion. A terrible

windy day, yet our success was excellent, and among the day's

incidents was J. Y. B's wrestling with a huge turtle, for which

I kindly loaned him his boots to " land him." I caught a number

of fine young salmon, but to their element again returned them,

as Mr. B. had only a year previous, placed several thousand in

the stream. An afternoon was devoted to riding around viewing

the splendid country, in his immediate vicinity, where hops are

very extensively cultured. It was a novel sight tome—the tall

straight poles, in their long systematic rows, not unlike an

immense vineyard ; the pretty contrast of the hops, against the

dark green folisgc affording a most pleasing picture. The
strange looking, seven bushel boxes (I mean to say boxes holding

seven bushels each) the pickers deposited the hops in, reminding

me of the old fashion square well curbs, in the days of the " old

oaken bucket." The peculiar looking bouses for drying were also

objects of wonder. A merry lot of young people generally do

the picking. The vines are cut near the ground, the poles pulled

up, brought to the boxes and the hops removed. The young
folks performing this duty, chatting, and sometimes gayly sing-

ing some familiar air, all joining in the chorus, gave evidence that

enjoyment was also prevalent. A brief conversation we held

with one of the young ladies who was highly intellectual, pretty,

and stylish, and a daughter of a most estimable family, induced

us to conclude that hop-picking in such company has its romantic

attractions also No wonder worthy young men and women do

here congregate. Passing by several houses after night fall, we
heard their merry voices in song, and once, the tones of a violin

rang out on the clear night air, and we saw pantomimic shadows

flit across the window curtain, in the " all promenade." Atone
time, we sat in the carriage in sight of twelve hop yards, some of

them embracing a good many acres. Mr. Bicknell anticipates

soon changing his present business, which necessitates the reduc-

tion of his stock. I sincerely hope that the fraternity will

not entirely loose him as a fancier, for such gentlemen are

needed in the fancy, to neutralize the effect of unprincipled

dealers.

To be continued.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF N. H. POULTRY
SOCIETY.

At the anBual meeting of the N. II. Poultry Society, held in

Manchester, Dec. 4, 1876, the following officers were elected for

the ensuing year

:

President.—Hon. Virgil C. Gilman, of Nashua.

Vice-Presidents.—Gen. Natt Head, Hooksett ; Albert Beard,

Nashua; J. 0. Adams, Manchester; Lowell Eastman, Concord;

"Warren F. Daniell, Franklin; Horatio Crowly, Keene; J. G.

MeKeen, So. Aeworth ; Warren Brown, Hampton Falls; G. W,

Dolloff, Lake Village; C. E. L. Hayward, Peterboro,

Secretary.—Andrew J. Tuck, Nashua.

Treasurer.—Wm. G. Garmon, Manchester.

Attorneys.—SuUoway & Toplift'.

Auditors.—Aaron Young, Portsmouth; H. M. Putney, An-

dover.

Executive Committee.— Col. Geo. W. Riddle, Wm.T. Evans, A.

W. Quint, C. H. Bradford, Manchester; 0. A. Hamblett, Milford;

C. C. Russell, W. H. Kuowles, Nashua; C. M. Boynton, Con-

cord; D. F. Silloway, Fisherville; J. H. Morrison, Marlow.

Mr. Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sir,—I would like to inquire through the columns of

your Journal, (if you will permit) the best, safest, and cheapest

way to pack eggs for hatching, in quantities of from one to three

dozen, so that they may arrive in good order to the person with

whom you may be dealing.

I am very sorry to hear you speak of changing your paper

from a weekly to a monthly, and for one, I will try to help to

make it pay as a weekly, by getting one or two subscribers for

you. Brother fanciers, let us all try, by putting forth a little

extra effort among our neighbors and see if we cannot make The

Fakcieks' Journal a paying journal, and have it remain as it

is, a weekly visitor, instead of receiving it only twelve times dur-

ing a whole year.

B. M. Crosby.

Our method has been, to pack in dinner baskets, costing from

40 to 50 cents each, with which we were as successful as we coidd

expect. We first wrapped each egg in paper, then packed iu

bran, or cut hay. Pressing the cover down tight and fastening

with wooden pins. Almost the lust dozen eggs sent out by us

were packed in this way, the basket then rapidly rolled over a

floor some 20 feet, and shipped to West Va., from Phila. Eleven

healthy chicks were hatched from them.

Editor Fanciers' Journal:

The secretary of the Berks County Poultry and Pet Stock

Association informs your representative, that the coming show,

commencing on Dec. 25, has prospects of a very fine and large

collection of stock. One of the principal buildings. Keystone

Hall, at Reading, the county seat, has been engaged. Part of

the exhibit made by the Netherland Agricultural Society at the

Centennial, will also be on exhibition, and the florists will show a

large collection of plants, etc., from their greenhouses. The

hall will be exquisitely and elaborately decorated. With such a

scene and such a collection of birds as may there be seen, the

exchequer of the society will be amply filled. Amongst those

prominently connected are the judges of the courts, iron mas-

ters, the legal fraternity and state officials, together with the

prominent fanciers of the county and state. We will give your

readers full particulars in the future. Fraternally,

Alexandrina.

The origin of Easter eggs—a hen.

PIGEONS.
(Continued from page 547.)

The last dietetic, or rather, perhaps, medicinal article, necessary

to be described, is the salt cat, so called from some old fancy of

baking a real cat with spices, for the use of pigeons, which, how-

ever, I never observed to eat animal food. In compliance with

this custom, I caused to be placed iu the middle of the pigeon

loft, a di.sh of the following composition : loam, sand, old mortar,

fresh lime, bay-salt, cummin, coriander, carraway seed, and all-

spice, moistened into a consistency with urine. The pigeons were

constantly pecking at this, and were in a constant slate of good

health; how much of this may be attributed to the use of the cat,

I cannot determine ; but, certainly, they are extremely fond of it,

and if it had no other merit, it prevents them from pecking the

mortar from the roof cf the house, to which otherwise they are

much inclined. The cat was mixed and heaped up in a dish,

a piece of board being jilaced upon the summit, to prevent the

birds from dunging upon it; when it became too hard, it was

occasionallj' broken for them.

The regular old formula for this cat is as follows :—gravel

or drift sand, unctuous loam, the rubbish of an old wall, or lime,

a gallon of each—should lime be substituted for rubbish, a less

quantity of the former will suffice- -one pound of cummin seed,

one handful of bay-salt; mixed with stale urine. Inclose this in

jars, corked or stopped, holes being punched in the sides to admit

the beaks of the pigeons. These may be placed abroad.

Many fanciful and groundless tales may be found in old books,

relative to the medicinal and remedial properties of almost every

part of the pigeon ; thus much, however, may be relied on, their

flesh, when young and in good condition, is a nourishing and

stimulant diet; that of the fall-aged pigeon more substantial, but

harder of digestion, and, in a considerable degree, heating. The

general rule of color affecting quality in the flesh, holds good in

tame pigeons. The black and dark feathered are pro])ortionally

dark or brown fleshed, of higli flavor, inclining to the game bitter

of the wild pigeon. The light color in the feathers denotes light

and delicate flesh. Their dung is of an extremely heating and

drying quality, whether as a manure, or for medicinal purposes.

It was in former days, a principal ingredient in niire-beds, when

that article was almost entirely manufactured at home.

Carriers, Horsemen and Dragoons are travelers or mes-

sengers, and I have occasionally .seen Tumblers turned off', at

the distance of forty miles from homo. The Carrier, it is said,

has performed a journey of forty miles in an hour and a half,

and of over ninety miles in three hours. A Dragoon has flown

seventy-six miles in two hours and a half; this ancient fancy of

flying pigeons had declined, but has, it seems, revived within a

few years. The admired qualities in the Tumbler are excessive

high flight, so as to be almost imperceptible to the keenest eye,

in fine and clear weather; perseverance in their flight for many

hours together, and tumbling over and over repeatedly during

their ascent and descent.

Whatever benefit or utility may have been derived, in ancient

days, from these winged messengers, it is probable the moderns

reap no other benefit from them than that of amusement and the

gratification of curiosity, by flying them for prizes and betting.

Scarcely, however, is there a great race or great fistic contest at

a distance from the metropolis, but a profitable use is said to be

made by pigeon-flyers, in sending instant intelligence of the re-

sult to their confederates in town. But after all, this appears

with perhaps a few exceptions, to have been from the beginning,

a regularly repeated hoax ; and such is the opinion of a late

writer in the sporting magazine. The practice, nevertheless, of

flying pigeons between this country (England) and tlie continent,

has revived within the three or four last years, and has been fre-

quently repeated. It is pretended that speedy intelligence is

thus kept up between London and Rotterdam, on the course of

exchanges.

—

To be Continued,
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HOMING ANTWERPS.
It seems to me, Mr. Editor, to he rather remarkable that there

arc, among the pigeon fanciers, so few who keep the Antwerp Hom-

ing bird. When I reflect upon the subject of pigeon-keeping as

a fancy, study, or liobby, and bear iu mind the care that must be

taken of Toy Pigeons, the difficulty of raising them, with their deli-

cate constitutions from constant confinement, it really looks to

me as though the producing of a spreading tail in one variety, a

protruding crop in another, a ruffle on the breast, or a frill about

the neck of another, cannot he as satisfactory or as interesting as

is the raising of the keen-sighted, swift-flying, and home loving

Antwerp. Nothing gives me greater pleasure than to watch my
birds, when, in their morn'ng flight, they circle upwards and up-

wards until they are mere specks in the sky, knowing full well

that nothing but dcatli from a hawk, who, by the way, is not

likely to be hovering over a city, will prevent my finding them

in their cote when they have tired of exercising. The simple

fact of their loving "home" so, is, in itself, a very pleasing fea-

ture, and when, with a little training, you are able to send a

dozen of them away, thirty, fifty, or one hundred miles, and

knowing the time they are to be tossed, what can he more delight-

ful than, with your friends on the lookout with you, to see them

far in the distance, coming straight for home like grape from the

mouth of a cannon, and mighty near, as just then the shout

"here they come," bursts from your lips, and you itant to take

each and every one of them close to your breast and endeavor to

tell them how much they have contributed to your pleasure.

The keeping of Antwerp Homing pigeons has given me a great

deal of enjoyment, and if I had children it would please me very

much to find that they exhibited an interest in the raising and

tending of these birds. Next year my friends and myself pro-

pose to have quite regular communication between Block Island

and this city, with these birds ; the Island is fifty miles away, one

half the distance being straight " out to sea " from the main land.

G. W. A.
Providence, R. I.

We sincerely hope the Anlwerps of " G. W. A." will escape

the unmerciful grip of the hawk, but we will assure him that

very many pigeons are annually taken by hawks, o^ cr the city

of brotherly love, (not between hawk and pigeon) and carried

into the wilds of Jersey. T. Grist, of I'hiladelphia, has ofteu

witnessed this thing with his favorite birds.

A PRELIMINARY.
BY v. M. F.

It is nearly two years since I had the pleasure of contributing

to the Fancieks' Jodknal, and in the mean time it has spread its

wings and flown northward. But what a change ! It was good

and valuable before, but now it is what I have been looking for all

my life. A journal uncurbed by an exhausted subject, and one

launched upon the great sea of Nature, in which the useful and

the beautiful both have a place. But the greatestfield for discov-

ery still lies in the forest. I do not expect in this short article to

come down to the work wliich I have laid out for future contribu-

tions, if acceptable to you and your readers, but simply to view

the field, and premise for after-thoughts. Consistent with former

subjects, I still cling to the old theme

—

domestication and accli-

mation.

I do not accord with some naturalists who believe in Mr. Dar-

win's theory of creation. If I did, all my advocacy would be mis-

conceived.

Sacred history asserts that all the living creatures were made
for man. Taking that for true, the Creator fashioned them for

man's use, making a complete agreement and harmony between

man's wants, and the lower animals' adaptation to supply that

established need, which man has for the living creatures under

him.

This presupposes a duty in man to ascertain through his judg-

ment, what the creatures are adapted to supply. Remote ances-

tors have found out the use of the horse, cow, hog, sheep, and some

other animals. But brute creation did not stop with those. If

they had been sufticient for man's use, creation would have stop-

ped with them. But it is assumed that the balance were made for

food for man, and for one another, in an unsubdued or wild state.

If any are unsusceptible of any other use, then, that problem is

solved. But if other uses can be discovered then it is not. And
to that, I will invite attention in subsequent contributions.

•--•

DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT.
Household Recipes.

Oat Meal Bread.—No more wholesome bread can be eaten

than that made of good, clean, sound oats. They are a fine sub-

stitute forwhcaten grits, and by many preferred to cracked wheat.

Oat meal makes nicer, whiter, and more light or pufl^y griddle

cakes than buckwheat. Weight for weight, oat flour has more

nutriment, and is more digestible than wheat flour; and it makes

nice mush.

The heaviest and soundest grain should be selected ; then run

through a hulling or smut machine; then coarsely ground and

the thickest bran bolted out.

When we were farming we always selected a few bushels of

our best oats, and had them nicely ground for our family use.

Remedy fob Warts.—Ten cents' worth of cedar oil, applied

a little at a time every few days for a couple of weeks, will cause

the warts to slough off and disajjpear. This remedy is so un-

failing that it should be generally known.

Broiling Meats.—When meats are broiling on a gridiron

over hot coals, the sudden heat applied sears the outside, which

shuts in the juices, and the rapid application of heat soon cooks

the meat through, if in moderately thin pieces. It is then tender,

juicy and palatable. Those who never broil their fresh meat,

fish or poultry do not know the excellence of a properly-cooked

dish of animal food.

—

Jackson Sentinel.

To Boil a Ham.—It should be put into cold water and the

water changed two or three times, according to the saltness of it.

Allow one hour to every three pounds, to boil it tender. If de-

sired very nice, a pint of champagne may be added when the ham
is about half boiled. When well done, peel off the skin, roll two

soda crackers, fine, add to them jjeppcr to taste and cover the fat

of the ham. Set the ham in the oven until the " cracker meal " is

slightly browned, then lay it on the dish for serving. Cover the

bone with a paper ornament, made by cutting a feather edge on a

long strip of stiff white or fancy-colored paper, and winding it

around the bone in the shape of a feather. The ham is then

ready for the table.

—Keeping Cidek Sweet.—This fall, cider is ridiculously

cheap, and those who have plenty may be interested in knowing

how to keep it sweet. We find the following process recommended

as eflncacious :—Allow the cider to work until it has reached the

state most desirable to the taste ; then add grated horse radish in

the proportion of a tumbler and a half to the barrel of cider, and

shake up well. This arrests further fermentation, and after re-

maining a few weeks it may be racked off in clean casks, and the

air excluded by closing the bung. Cider preserved in this way

has a very pleasant flavor.

*^*—

Errata.—^For the sentence, " the larger seemed," etc., in 2d
column, p. 578, read, " they '( the striped squirrels) seemed un-
tamable,' etc.

On page 577, 3d line, read " class D/occi'a, order Tetrandria,"

for "order Diorcea, class Tetrandria."
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F/viwiLi/^F^ Science.
Contributions to this department respect/vlly solicited/ro

CAKRIGEEN.

Tlie Chondrus crispiis, or Carrigeeii, wliich grows in such vast

quantities on the coasts of the British Isles, belongs to the rhodo-

sperms, though when growing, as it frequently does, in shallow

tide-pools, exposed to full sunlight, its dark purple color fades

into green or even yellowish white. When boiled, it almost en-

tirely dissolves in the water, and forms on cooling, a colorless and

almost tasteless jelly, which of late years has been largely used in

medicine as a substitute for Iceland moss. Similar nutritious

gelatines, which also serve for the manufacture of strong glues,

are yielded by other species of rhodosperms, among others by the

Gracillaria spinosa of the Indian Ocean, which the Salangala

[Hirundo esciilenta), a bird allied to the swallow, is said principally

to use for the construction of her edible nest.

The steep sea-walls along the south coast of Java are clothed to

the very brink with luxuriant woods, and screw-pities strike every

where their roots into their precipitous sides, or look down by

thousands from the margin of the rock upon the unruly sea below.

The surf of incalculable years has worn deep caves into the chalk

cliffs, and here the Salangala builds her nest. Where the sea is

most agitated whole swarms are observed flying about and pur-

posely seeking the thickest wave-foam. From a projecting cape,

on looking down upon the play of waters, may be seen the mouth

of the cave of Gua Rougkop, sometimes completely hidden under

the waves, and then again opening its black recesses, into which

the swallows vanish, or from which they dart forth with the rapid-

ity of lightning. While at some distance from the coast the blue

ocean sleeps in undisturbed repose, it never ceases to fret and foam

against the foot of the mural rocks, where the most beautiful rain-

bows glisten in the eternally rising vapors.

Who can explain the instinct which prompts the birds to glue

their nests to the high dark vaults of those deep, and apparently

so inaccessible, caverns t Did they expect to find them a safe

retreat from the persecutions of man ? Then surely their hopes

were vain, for where is the refuge to which his insatiable avidity

cannot find the way? At the cavern of Gua-gede, the brink of

the precipitous coast lies eighty feet above the level of the sea at

ebb-tide ; the wall first bends inwards, and then, at a height of twen-

ty-five feet from the sea, throws out a projecting ledge which is of

great use to the nest-gatherers, serving as a support for a rotang

lot down from the cliff. The roof of the cavern's mouth lies only

ten feet above the level of the sea, which, even at ebb-tide, com-

pletely covers the floor of the cave, while at flood-tide the opening

of the vast marine grotto is entirely closed by every wave that

rolls against it. To penetrate into the interior is thus only possi-

ble at low water, and during ver}' tranquil weather; and even

then it could not be done, if the nigged roof were not perforated

and jagged in every direction. The boldest and strongest of the

nest-gatherers wedges himself firmly in the hollows, or clings to

the projecting stones, while he fastens rotang ropes to them, which

then depend four or five feet from the roof. To the lower ends of

these ropes long rotang cables are attached, so that the whole

forms a kind of suspension bridge throughout the entire length of

the cavern, alternately risingand falling with its inequalities. The

cave is 100 feet broad and 150 feet long as far as its deepest re.

cesses. If we justly admire the intrepidity of the St. Kildans, who

let down by a rope from the high level of their rocky birthplace,

remain suspended over a boisterous sea, we must needs also pay a

tribute of praise to the boldness of the Javanese nest-gatherers.

Before preparing their ladders for the plucking of the bird's nests,

they first offer solemn prayers to the goddess of the south coast,

and sometimes deposit gifts on the tomb where the first discoverer

of the caverns and their treasures is said to repose. Thus in all

zones, and in every stage of civilization, man is directed by an

inward voice to seek the protection of invisible powers when about

to engage in a great and peiilous undertaking.

As I have already mentioned the Salangala builds her nest of

sea-weeds, which she softens in her stomach and then disgorges.

During its construction, new layers, which soon grow hard in the

air, are continually deposited on the margin, until it has attained

the proper size. When gathering time approaches, some of the

plnckers daily visit the cavern to examine the state of the brood.

As soon as they find that most of the young are beginning to be

pi'ovided with feathers, their operations commence. These nests

form the first quality ; those in which the young are still com-

pletely naked, the second; while those which only contain eggs,

and are consequently not yet ripe, rank third. The nests with

young whose feathers are completely developed are over-ripe,

black and good for nothing. All the young and eggs are thrown

into the sea. The gathering takes place three times a year ; the

birds breed four times a year. In spite of these wholesale devasta-

tions their numbers do not diminish, as many of the young have

no doubt flown away before the day of execution, or other swal-

lows from other unexplored caverns may fill up the void. In this

manner about 50 piculs are annually collected, which the Chinese

pay for at the rate of 4,000 or 5,000 guilders the pioul. Each

picul contains on an average 10,000 nests. Dividing these 500,-

000 nests among three gatherings, and reckoning two birds to

each nest, we find that more than 333,000 swallows inhabit at the

same time the Javanese coast caverns.

In the interior of the island, in the chalk-stone grottos of Ban-

dong, the Salangala also breeds, but in far inferior numbers, as

here the annual collection amounts on an average to no more than

14,000 nests. In these inland caves, swallows and bats reside to-

gether, but without disturbing each other, as the former when not

breeding leave their caverns at sunrise, disappear in the distance,

and only return late in the evening, when the bats are already en-

joying their vespertine or nocturnal flight.

In Sumatra and some other islands of the Indian Archipelago

bird's nests are likewise collected, but nowhere in such numbers as

in Java. They are brought to the Chinese market, where they

are carefully cleaned before being offered for sale to the consumer.

The addition of costly spices renders them one of the greatest del-

icacies of Chinese cookery, but as for themselves they are nothing

better than a fine sort of gelatine.

The Japanese have long been aware that the costly bird's nests

are in fact merely softened algce. They consequently pulverize

the proper species of sea-weeds, which are abundantly found on

their own coasts, boil them to a thick jelly, and bring them to

market under the name of Dschin-schnn, as artificial bird's nests.

The Dutch call it Agar-agar, and make great use of it ; simply

boiling sufficient to convert the dried substance into a thick imi-

form jelly, which is both nouribhing and easy of digestion. Thus

we see that the alga;, which the Romans considered so perfectly

worthless, that, when they wished to express their utter contempt

of an object, they declared it to be still viler than the vile sea-weed,

" projectd vilicr algd," are by no means deserving of so hard a

sentence.

IVIan himself might be much more justly reproached for neg-

lecting the abundant stores of nourishment, which nature has

gratuitously provided for him on all flat and rocky coasts. For

not only the species I have mentioned are eatable, but also some

of the commonest fuel of our seas (Fucus riodosns,F. vesiculosis,

Laminaria saccharina), as well as the gigantic alarias and durvilleas

of the colder ocean regions. And yet how rare is their use, not-

withstanding the increasing wants of a rapidly growing popu-

lation.
" The Sea"—Hartwig.
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Mr. J. J. Wicr, sa\s ii forc>if;n piipoi-, exhibited some larva: at

ft nii'etinj; of tlie EntoiiioIoi;icnl society, wliich he believed to be

only the coinniun meal-worm
(
Tciiebrio), but which had been found

ill ilie corks of port wine bottles. Con.^iderable damage had been

done, since they nte quite through the cork, and allowed the wine

to escape. He sujrgcsted the use of bran instead o£ sawdust, as

the probable cause of their incursion into the cellar. Mr. W. W.
Saunders related an instance of a number of larvaj of Dermesles

Ini-iktrius, which were brought into the docks with a cargo of

skins, ett'ccting an entry into an adjoining ware-bouse, where

lliey perforated and rendered entirely useless a quantity of man-

ufactured corks.

—Queer Fish.—There has just been placed in the New York
Aquarium a rare species of fish recently brought from Japan by
Mr. (iill, of the firm of Martin Gillet & Co., of Baltimore city.

Mr. Gill has had several of thc^e fish at his residence in Baltimore

for some time past. . These fish are said to be the first of the kind

seen in America, and since being placed on exbibit'on in J»'ew

York the specimen forwarded by Mr. Gill has attracted nuuh at-

tention from proniinciit naturalists. The peculiarities of the fish

are the lirilli.tnt colors of thi-ir scales and three separate and per-

fectly develo|H'd tails, which the Japanese claim are the result of

iiiiiny years of the most ciircfiil breeiling. Numerous attempts
have been made 10 bring this H>h to America, but this is the only

instance in which success has been attained. A swinging tank,

nicely balanced on axles, was suspended on board the ship, so

that tlie effect of the ship's motion was scarcely perceptible, but

oven after this care had been taken, only seven fish out of twenty-

eight survived the journey. Mr. Gill has taken great care

providing for the remaining six, which he kept in his house in

Eutiiw Place. They have spawned fifty young, exhibiting all the

peculiarities of the originals. The fact that this fish has never
lieen seen ont-iile its native waters in J. pan, together with the

peculiar interest attaching to it from the careful manner of breed-

ing necessary to produce the triple lace-like tails, n nders it of

much importance to all fish cultiiiists. The full grown ones are

about eight inches in length, their tails being nearly four inches

long. When jilacid along side of our gold fishes their briliant

colors show in striking contrast.

Sjwy^LL Pej Dep^F^TjvJEfJj

(For Fanciers* Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,
Philadelphia, for the weeli CDjing Dec. 6, 187(3.

1 Bittern (Bolnuriis minor). Presented by H. B. Case, Lon-
douvile, Ohio.

3 Bantams. Presented by Spencer Trotter, Phila.

1 Opossum (Didel/iliys virijiniana). Presented by Ellwood
Johnson, Germantown, Pa.

6 Kuffled Grouse {Boiinsa iimhellus), 2 Moose {Alee n 111ericanus),

and 2 Polar Bears (Ursus mariliiinis). Purchased.

Aktuur E. Bkown, Gen'l Supt.

ZOO NOTES, NO. 33.

BV HUON.

AVhy the Gannet Would Not Feed.

Some weeks ago the Zoo Garden came into possession of a Gan-

net, sometimes called the ",=olan goose," but v.hose scientific

lumie is Sula bnsauna. Now Sula is something of a bird, being

near three feet in length, and broad in proportion. His color

when full grown is white generally ; the head and neck buflT, and

the primaries black. The yearling bird is nearly quite black,

and all through life it bears marks around the eyes which look

like a pair of "spec's," hence Gannet has been given another

name—" Spectacled Goose."

A dear lover of fish is your Gannet, and it has been supposed

by some that he was quite indifferent as to kind, so that they were

fishes, but such we shall directly see is not quite the ease. In bis

own waters along the coast of the Atlantic, Gannet is a mighty

fi-her, no fish of common size being too large for him to attack or

capable of evading his terrible beak. Poised high in air he sights

a fin in the blue waters beneath him, and down be comes like a

tliunderbolt, sending his sharp bill through and through his un-

suspecting victim.

This habit of his causes him sooner or later to be caught him-

self when he is wanted, as the Gannet hunttr nails a herring to a

flat board and sets it afloat as a trap. Spying the herring, down
swoops Gannet sending his bill clear through the board from

which it cannot extricate itself, and thus becomes an easy prey to

the fowler.

Sometimes Gannet interferes with the fishermen, seizing upon

the centerof the net as it is being drawn in, and getting entangled

in the meshes is captured along with the fish.

So much for the bird—now as to why he did not feed. Upon
his first appearance he was handed over to keeper Pavonareusand

by him placed in the basin of the fountain which forms the center

ornament of the Aviary.

When feed time e.ame Gannet would not eat, but the keeper

thinking it was because the bird was tired after its jouinty. or

that it was a stranger, gave it no further thought for that day.

But the next day it was the same thing—in vain did he try his

choicest fish upon him— then a piece of his freshest meat—all in

vain, Gannet was not to be tempted. Keeper now began to fear

for his bird, and wondering what was its particular tap, ho

wended his way to the sealion pond to consult with keeper

Sheppard as to what he should do.

" Try some of my nice fish," said sea-lion keeper, and armed

with a blue fish, a gar, and two or three white perch, back to the

Aviary went its keeper, and one after another he laid them before

bis fa.sting bird. All in vain ! That wonderfully abstemious or

terribly obstinate biped, statue like, stood on the rim of his foun-

tain, refusing even to look at a single fish.

" I have some ' high meat,' " said sea-lion keeper, when on the

third day bird-keeper imparted to that worthy his troubles, and

some of the "liiglimeat" as an experiment was carried away

and placed before Gannet, but still in vain. Gannet wes neither

tempted, or offended, he would simply like Falstaff with honor,

" have none on't."

Then said Pavonarius, " the bird must die."

" Yes," said sea-lion keeper, " the bird must die."

" Yes," said superintendent Brown when called in to the con-

sultation round the fountain, "the bird must die."

"Never say die if the court knows itself," said the Gannet, out

of the one eye it had placed upon the consulters, just as though

it had heard every word of their consultation. Nor did Gan-

net die, though the fifth day had now passed since he had been

declared off his feed.

The morning of the sixth day of Gannet's advent was the

proper time for cleansing the fountain, drawing off the water and

filling it afresh. Vessels had been provided for the reception of

the various kinds of fish which sported therein, and which now
must have a temporary removal. On the fountain rim sat Gan-

net watching the proceedings as though he knew all about it, and

what a row there would be directly. Divers fish were transferred

to the basins, the water all drawn off, when keeper Pavonarius ex-

chiimed " What's become of all my gold fish t A week ago I

had more than two dozen of them here ; all the other fish of vari-

ous kinds I find, but not one of my beautiful goldies."

"I could tell you what became of them," said the eye of the

Gannet as he sat there on the rim of the fountain, looking as

innocent as a new-born lamb—and just then it dawned upon the

mind of the bird-keeper, why the Gannet did not feed, and since

that discovery there being no more gold fish, three fresh, blue

mackerel per day is that bird's allowance, and his appetite is

good to this day.
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THE SQUIRREL AND THE BURGLAR.
A German story tlms illustrates the fact that no creature is too

small to lie of use, sooner or later:

"An apothecary had a tame squirrel, which he used to keep in

his own private room ailjoining his shop. The little fellow was

allowed plenty of liberty, for the door of his cage was frequently

left open, and he used to climb up doors and windows and spring

thence upon his master's hand.

As the winter came on, he was in the habit of building him-

self a nest of any tow he might find about, and used to choose

for residence the pocket of his master's coat. When, in the

evening, the coat was taken off and hung upon a nail, the little

squirrel would climb up the door on which the nail stood, run

down the coat, and take up his quarters in the pocket, carrying

always in his mouth a good supply of tow, which he had pre-

pared and rolled together beforehand, and with which he contrived

to make in the pocket the cosiest night's lodging in the world.

"A housebreaker, watching his opportunity, selected an espe-

cially dark night for getting in through the window of the apothe-

cary's little back room behind the shop. He knew that the apoth-

ecary kept no dog ; he could easily guess where his coat would be

likely to be hanging up. He soon found the pocket, and was just

about to lighten it of purse, pocket-book and keys, when a mis-

fortune totally unexpected befell him.

In rummaging for keys and purse, he had struck the squirrel,

of whose strange habits with regard to his bed-room he had not

been aware. Not liking to be thus suddenly disturbed, the little

animal gave the thief so sharp a bite on his thumb that he could

not forbear yelling with pain, and the master of the house, alarmed

at the unusual sound, cama into the room armed with the poker

just as the thief was escaping through the window.
The watchman happening to be passing, the unwelcome guest

was given into custody ; and as the geese at Rome had saved the

capital by their cackling, so the little squirrel had saved his mas-

ter's property by lodging in bis coat pocket.

MISSEL THRUSH versus SQUIRREL.

I was spectator—says Kev. 11. Blight of England—of an

encounter between the above pugilists.

Having found a missel-thrush's nest about the middle of March,

I was anxious to find out when the young ones would be hatched.

I therefore went daily to look at the nest. On Tliursday morning

a squirrel, feeling I suppose, a deeper interest than even I did,

])aid it a visit. He met, however, with a very different reception,

for while I was permitted to climb up the tree so as to overlook

the old bird in the nest without disturbing her, his kind attentions

(whatever his intentions may have been) met with a most cruel

and decided repulse. I was just in time to see the squirrel

knocked, not only off his legs, but also off the branch on which

the nest was built, down to the ground—a distance of ten feet. His

bewildered look at such unladylike conduct was a study for an

artist. The old bird did not allow him time to recover but

alighted on his back and furiously pecked away at his poor head,

so that I began to fear that I should have a dead squirrel to

pick up.

What with the shrieking of the Missel-thrush in not very

melodious tones, and that peculiar noise of the squirrel when

irritated, and the scuffle among the dead leaves, there was a

pretty hubbub. The squirrel after a few seconds managed to

get away and ran up a tree. The bird flew at him ag. in, and

.again compelled him to come to the ground. He then got into

an angle in the roots of a tree, and sat on his hind legs, boxing

away with his fore legs, in what, I suppose, is the " most ap-

proved " squirrel " style," reminding one forcibly of a certain

Scottish hero of whom it is sung

,

" Ilia back ngaiost a rock he bore,

And firmly placed his feet before."

But the missel-thrush had the best of it, for she flew down at

him from above ; and no one can be surprised that, with those

wings flapping just in front of his eyes, and those terrible shrieks

sounding in his cars, the squirrel at once decided that " discretion

is the better part of valor," and made another bold effort to

escape. He ran about twenty yards along the ground, and in

that distance was three times pulled up to defend himself with his

fists. At length he reached another tree, and by cork screwing

round the trunk contrived to reach the upper branches. As the

tree was one of an avtnue there was a good course for him ; and

now bcg.in a veritable " race for life," for the missel-thrush darted

with such violence at him that, had she struck him, he must have

fallen at least thirty feet. The race continued for nearly three

hundred yards, when the missel-thrush gave up the chase and

returned to her nest, where she sat for some time muttering in a

very significant manner, and adjusting her ruffled feathers.

During all this time, until the race began, I was never more than

two yards distant from the combatants, but neither appeared to

notice me in the least degree. I saw nothing of the male bird the

whole of the time. Had he joined in, I fear that Mr. Squirrel

would not have got off as easily. It was a fair fight, and I h.ive

now an immense admiration for the "pluck" of the missel-

thrush, while I have become more inclined than ever, should I be

put on the grand jury, to find a true bill against the family of ths

squirrel, on the charge of feloniously entering dwelling house,

with intent to murder.

GEORCiE F. SEAVEY,
CAMBRIDGEPORT, MASS.,

Importer and Breeder of High Class Pigeons and Poultry, viz

id and Crested Fantails, .Tacobins, Turbits, (winged,

,) Inside Tumblers, Short-face Tumblers, and Berlin

nd bolden Spangled Hamburgs, Sebriglit Bantams, and

Carriers, Smooth-hci
tailed and solid colour

Button-heads, Silver a
Pheasants.

I offer the following pairs Pigeons for sale at prices annexed, and can furnish

single birds of mnny of the varieties.

Also a few choice Silver and Giolden S. Hamburgs, at $5 to $10 each, or will

sell my entire stock of tioidens.

CARRIERS.

White, $10.00, 12.00 and 25.00 Red,
Black, 10.00 and 25.00 Yellow,

Blue, 12.00 and 20.00 Dun,

$10.0(1 and 20.00

15.00 and 30.00

10.00, 15.00 and 40.00

SMOOTH-HEAD FANTAILS.

White, $4.00, 6.00, 8.00, lO.CO to 15.00 Red Cocks,
Black, 10.00 and 15.('0 Yellow,

Blue, 4.00, 7.00, 10.00 and 15.00 Dun,

THRBITS.

'Wing, S 10.00 Dun Wing Hen,
7.00 and 10.00 Solid White,
7.00 and 12.00 Solid Black,

6.00, 8.00 and 10.00 Black tail,
' 15.00 Silver tail,

BERLIN BUTTON-HEADS,
cks, S5.00 Blue Cocks,

JACOBINS.

$8.00, 10.00, 12.00 and 15.00 Red, S
4.00, 6.00, 8.00 and 12.00 Yellow,

4 00, 8.00 and 15.00 Dnn,

CRESTED FANTAILS.

f10.00 and 16.00 Blue Hen,
6.00, 12.00 and 18.00 Red Mottle Hen,

INSIDE TUMBLERS.
Bliick, S12 00 Red Splash,

Red, 12.00 Black Mottle,

White Splash, 8.00 and 10.00

SHORT-FACE TUMBLERS.

Almond, $10.''0 and 25.00 Kites,

Tortoi!=e Shell, 5.00 and 8.00 Black,

Agates, 6.00 and 10.00 Mottled,

Silv

Black
Blue
Red
Yellow

White,
Black,
Blue,

While,
Black,

SSOO to 6.00

18.00, 20.00 and 30 00
10.00 and 18.00

$4.00
10.00
10.00
10 00

S7. and lO.Oo
4.0 and 8.00

6.00

ITS HISTORY, GENERAL MANAGEMENT,
AND METHOD OF TRAINING.

By W. B. Xegetmelcr.
PRICE, 75 CENTS, FKEE BY m A I li .

Address FANCIERS' JOURNAL, Hartford, Coun
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$s,ooo CJa^slx JE^TTGnrk lULXxis. $s,ooo
SIXTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION

BUFFALO INTERNATIONAL POULTRY ASSOCIATION,

FEBRUARY 1ST TO STH, INCLUSIVE, 1877.

Send for Premium List.

CHAS. A. SWEET, President. GEO. "W. WHITE, Secretary.

FXCHANGES.
5i^^ AilTertif^eDK'nts under this head of B lines or

40 words, describintt and offering "for Exchange only,"
will be nllowed »t 25 rents for eju-h and every insertion.
I'or every line extra !u cents will be charged.

t^?"" "To Kxi-hante for Ca>h," or "Greenbacks,"
" Wanted, a I'urvhascr," or '* Wanted, an OlTer," etc.,

etc., cannot under any circumstance bu admitted to the
Jixchange or ^Vant column.

fc'-*?'
" Enclose stamp f^r reply-' will not be allowed.

Each and every advertisement mufit be written on a
Fepnrate slip ot paper, and on one side only.
1^" No Exchange will be inserted unlets acccmpa-

nied with 25 cents.

E. Kfe'%i:SF:, Zanesvillc, Ohio, will exchange
one pair of fine Maltese Kittens, one Grav Squinel, one
Call torniu Quail, youog Angora liabbit-j, out of imported
stock, same Lop-eared Doe, for a grind fuUbioodeU
Lop-eared Buck, or a young pair of Silver Gray, Tatii-

gonian, or Belgian Rabbits, or o Iters.

CHAiei^ES ^V. HOITT, P. 0. Box 425,
Nashua, N. H., will give 1 pair black Jacobins, 1 pair
Splashed Tumblers, 1 Black Short-faced Tumbler Cock,
and 1 Archangel Cock, for 1 pair Belgian Canaries(long
breed), or 1 pair of Blue or Ked Fans. Must be fine
birds. Will give OLe pair of Trumpeters, (Cock yellow,
lien black,) fur 1 pair of Blue or Ked Fans.

JOHN K. GLKNIV, West Chester, Pa., wants
to exchange 1 pair of Blue Pouter?", and 1 pair of Gray
Squirrels and Cage, for While Crested White Polish
Chickens, or Brown Leghorns; also two Fan-tailed
Hens for 1 Cock Bird.

JOHN E. SCHUM, 150 South Water St.,

Lancaster City, Pa., will exchange a fine Pointer Bitch,
1 year old, out of imported stock ; al.^o one Setter Pup
Uog, 4 nionttis old , both very fine built, and cannot find
any prettier Bitches or Dogs than the above nan. ed

;

also some very nice Fancy Pigeons, for offers. Speak
quick. All letters, &c., answered at once.

F. A, CLOCK, Bay Shore, L. I., will exchange
6 standard Brown Leghorn Pullets, for U standard
Light BrHhma Pullets, either Felch or Williams striin.

JOS. A. BATZKK, 307 N.Eden, above John
St., Baltimore, Md., will exchange one pair of Canaries,
male and female, with Fancy Cage, male a good singer,
for one p^ir of Pouters, White, or Red Pied. Must be
large birds, and heavily booted.

JNO. H. WAITE, Baldwinville, Mass., will

exchange fine Black Cochin Chicks, price SIO per trio,

for Brown Leghorns, Dark Brahmas, or offers. Want
uuthiug but good stock.

JOHN F, HOUSER, Tamaqua, Pa , will ex-
change 5 beautiful Grey squirrels, with Fancy House,
1 pure White Female Squirrel, with French hoof
Cottage, wheel attached; 3 good Violins, 3 Parrot
Cages; 1 Rabbit Hutch, 4 apartments; 15 pair of
Aylesbury Ducks, 1 trio P Cochins, 3 pair Black Eng-
lish Carriers, and 2 pair White, extra birds ; 7 pair
White Calcutta Fans, 1 Red Helmets. 3 pair Black
Short faced Tumblers, I Pouter Cock, 1 Red-wing Tur-
bit Hen, 1 pur Mottled .Tumblers, 2 old style Family
Clocks, st«nd about 8 or 9 feet high, first-class time-
keeper-f : 1 show Cise, with four drawers, for Cigars or
Tnbaeco, Oats.t^rn, Potatoes, Buffalo or Lap Robes, or
offers, but no live stock.

JOHN THOIftRET, Meriden, Conn., has for
exchaijgd one Setter Dog, young and p;irtly broke;
also one Setter Dog Pup, 4 months old ; also 1 Brown
Leghorn Cock, took second premium at Bristol last
winter. Mine are good stock, and want the same.

J. H. HEKENANER, Williamsport, Pa.M
wants to exchangi' one pair of Black Snells, one pair of

|

Turbits, silver-wing Cock, with red bars on wing. Hen i

solid black wing; one solid White Barb Cork, for a
|

trio of Silver Lace Bantams. My birds are all first-class
; I

same expected. Postal cards accepted^ ___^ I

E. P. l>ATEsl»fAN, West Milton. Pa., has
for exchange 1 trio Buff Cochins, good ; 1 trio S. S.

Hamburns ; Chicks, 1 pair S. S. IL ; Fowls, 3 P.

Cochin Hens, 2 P. C. Pullets. 2 Cocks of P. C , 2 W.
Leghorn I'ockcrcls, 1 trio D. Brahmas, 1 Houdan
Cockerel, for L Brahmas, Brown Leghorn Pullets, Pekin
Ducks, Fancy Pigeons, or offers.

THOS. S. WEIDENHAITIEK, Milton,
Pa., has 1 pair Motrled Carriers, 2 pair White Fans, 1

pair B.^ld-head Tumblers, 1 pair Yellow Tumblers, I

piiir Mottled Tumblers, 2 pair Brown Tumblers, 1 pair

Moorcaps, 1 odd Quaker, 1 odd Fan, 1 pair Rabbits. 1

Tmiiicd Dog, 1 Accordeon, 1 Violin, 1 Banjo, to ex-

change for olTer^\

CHAS. O. ITIEIXALL, Box 2o6, Milton,
Pa., will exchange 3 pair Pouters. 3 pair W, C. Fans, 1

pair Smooth-head Fans, 1 pair Mottled Fans, 1 odd M.
Fan, 1 p^ir Yellow,! pair Black, 2 pair Shells, 1 pair, one
Bed and one Black Tumblers. 1 pair Brown Suabiaus,
1 pair German High-flyers, 2 pair Carriers, 1 pair

Dutchess, 1 pair Barbs, one black one red. (The ahove
stock are mostly old mated birds, and No. 1 bretders
and good birds, and nothing but the same wanted) in

exchange (or Brown and W. Leghorns, Game Fowls.

Any one not having good stnck need not answer this.

The Game to be " Dead Game," and warranted to be
such, or offers. Or wi 1 exrhunge for a Breech-loading
Shot gun, or Hifle, or all kinds of Hamburgs, Polish,

or all kinds of Fancy Fowls.

J. B.. JR., 719 Kllicott St., Buffalo, N. Y.,
will exchange Yellow, Black, and White-crested Fan-
tails, for Yellow, Black, and White Smooth-head Fans,
Smooth head Red Fan Hen, Crested Ked Fantuil Cock.

J. B., JR., 719 Ellicott St, Buffalo, N. Y.,

has to exchange 4 Ked-Pied Pouter Cocks. 1 pair White
Pouters, 1 Blue, 1 Black b-ied Cocks, and 1 Mealy Pouter
Cock, lor Pouter Hens, or Blue Fantail Hens; Red,
Black, and White Barbs, for Swallows. See wants.

A. HOSMER, Lawrence, Mass., will exchange
a trio of Buff Cochins, and White Leghorn Cockerels,

for Plymouth Rocks, Black Cochin Cockerels, or G. S.

Bantam Pullets. Must be good.

ABIYI. V. N. BeFOREE^T, Metuchen
N. J., has for exchange a lar^e Male Goat (castrated),

two yeai's old, perfectly broken to harness, very gentle
;

Talue of Goat and Harness, SIO 00. This is a rare

offer. Brown Leghorns preferred.

O. A. STOCKAVEL 1-5 "Worcester, Mass , will

exchange White Turkey Cock, pair Black Bantams,
Pitman's Phonography, \\'hjtter*s Poems, Geo. Eliofs
Works, Vanity Fair, by Thackeray, Eugene Aram, and
Last Days of Pompeii, by Bulwer. Lile of Gen. Scott,

Gates Ajar, and Hedged In, by Phelps, Old Town Folks,

by Stowe, Tupper's I'hilosophy, (indispensable,) for

Poultry and Pigeon Books, Birds, Pigeons, Coops,
Cages, Lumber, Grain, Kouen Drake, Mastiff Dog Pup,
pure bred laying Pullets, or offers.

W. F. MUCHMORE, Basking Ridge, N. J.,

'ill exchange a new Parlor Orgnn, price S>275, war-
inied, for Brown Lpghorns, Partridge Cochins, Light
r Dark Brahmas. and $75 in cash. Make some offv-r.

FOST OFFICE BOX 248. Bacine, Wis.,
will exchange a new Sewing Machine, " Independent,"
cost $C0, for Breech-loading Shot Gun, or offers.

F. A. PENNINGTON, Delaware City,Del.,
will exchange G. S. Hamburgs, No. 1 birds; 1 Hute,
cost SIO; 1 Walnut Mocking Bird Cage, cost §12, for
White Barbs, Ked or Blue Fans. Must be No. 1 birds.

S. >EWTON, Onkdale, Allegheny Co., Pa., will
exchange a few Paintings and Engravings, without
Frames, Small's Manual Homoeopathic Practice, and
How to Make the Fa»m Pay, for GieoLhouse Plants,
Roots or Seeds. Send list of Plants.

JOHN H0<;AN, Newton, N.J , will exchange
a pair of Dorkings or Games, for a large Plynonth
Rock Cock, a pair of Kouen Ducks, Cooper's Game
Fowls, or offers in Game Bantams.

E. F. ERLAM>, Plvniourh, Mass., will ex-
change first-class Pekin and White Call Ducks, for
German Canaries, good singers, and Wild Geese, first-

class

E. in. PEASE, 35 Gr.ind St., Hartford. Conn.,
wL-^hes to exchange a set of Key Check Dies, Letters
ai.d Figures, (.steel); also good as.'sortment of German
Silver Key Checks and Kings, lor Leghorns, or a Fleet-
wood Scroll Saw.

ABM. V. N. IleF4>REIiST, Metuchen, N.
J., will exchange an Adams Cottage I'linting Pre^s,
9x13, warranted to be in perfect order, for Brown
Leghorn, or offers.

ORLANDO SEELV, Box 129, Ithaca, Tomp-
kins Co., N. Y., will exchange Silver Spangled Ham-
burgs. B. B. R. Game Bantams, and White Fantail
and Flying Antwerps, bred from imported stock, for
small Printing Press, or offers.

i

THE U'OOBBERRV NEW.h, published
I at Woodberry. Md., will exchange Advertising, for

I

Chickens, Ducks, Geese, &c., of fancy breeds, or for
I the Eggs of either. ^^^
I

*-, FIfilES, Sherrills Mount, Iowa, will ex-

j

change first premium and pedigree Esses Pigs, for

;

other breed, or good Newtbundlar dand Sheblerts Pup
;

1 al>o D. and L. Br.^hmas, premium birds, for Pigs. Will
,
Wiirrant all my stock to give eatisfaction Answer

J,
Advertisements under this head of 5 lines or 40 words,

de.icribing \shat is wanted, will he allowed at twenty-
five cents for each and every insertion. For every Hue
extra 10 cents will be charged.

R01VL,E:V & MORGAN. 16 Genesee St,
Utica, N. Y., want Fans, Black, Yellow, and Mottled.
Speak quick.

A. A. AWI/LIE, Bowmaiiville, Ont., wants
purchasers for Piffeons, either for single birds, or by the
Int : wants also a'Blue Fantail Uen. State price.

miMME; DACHSHHIND, Box 92, Basking
Ridge, N. .1., wants the address of a pure bred or im-
ported Germnn Daehshund Do|,.

J. B., JK.,7ia KllicottSt., Buffalo, N.Y., wants
Pouter liens. Smooth-head Blue t'antnil Hen, Crested
Blue Fantail Heo, Smooth-head Ked Fantail Uen,
Crested Ked Fanthil Cock, Blue Barless Swallows, Ked
and Yellow Swallow Uens, Blue Bar Uen, pair of good
Black Swallows.

GEO. IKIVIIV. Mayville, ('hautiiuqua County,
N. Y., wants a pair of pure bred Wild Turkeys. Give
price, and pedigree, as far as known. Kone but pure
bred wild wanted.
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Maryland Poultry and Fanciers' Association,

FOURTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION, DEC. 28, '76 TO JAN. 3, '77.

LIBBRiLI^ PREMIUMS, VALUABLE FLATE^ «Sc.,

EXCEEDING ALL PREVIOUS EFFORTS.

POULTRY, PIGEONS, DOGS, PETS, &c., &c.

rremiiim Lists in Press will be mailed upon application. ' Address

GEO. 0. BROWN, Secy , Brooklandville, Md.

SIXTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION

1877

POULTRY, PIGEONS, DOGS, BIRDS, PET ANIMALS, &c., &c.,

«r £fcn xu a- x*y lOtli to I'Ftli, iiiolvisl-^T-o,

AT OLD CITV HALL.
Upwards of §3,000 in Premiums e

A. H. liANE, Pittsburgh, Secr«Ury.

5 offered in Cash and Silver Ware. Premii 1 be had by addressing the Secretary.

BDWAKE» GKE««, Pittsburgh, President.

JAMES M. LAMBING,
PARKEKS' LANDING, PA.

Breeder of

HIGH CLASS PEDIGEEE LIGHT BEAHMAS
AND

IMPOETED BLACK HAMBURGS.
TWO VARIETIES, ONLY.

EGGS ANI> CHICKS FOR SAI^E.

Write for Circular.

J. H. SCHOCK, S. W. corner Troth and Buttonwood Streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa., dealer in Segars, Weekly l*apers. Stationery, etc.; Trill alBO

supply Fanciers' Journal promptly by mail or at the store.

EVESSGKEENS—25 FOR ON Bi DOLL,AR.
Fifteen arbor Title, five weeping ppruce, and ten balsam firs, nice

plants, six to ten inches hi^h, pt st paid, lor SI.

200,000
Tran.^plaBted arbor Tltae, four to eight inches, only $10 per thousand
All kinds of nur.'ery stock in variety. Catalogues, with directions for

planting, mailed for stamp.
WM. MORION & SON, Allen's Corner, Maine.

FL,Yli\<^ ANTWERPS.

JOHN VAN OPSTAL,

IMPORTEIl AND BREEDER OF TUESE

RENOWNED BIRDS.

4 Lewis St., New Tork.

WANTEU.
1. A Treatise on the Art of Breeding and Managing Tame, Domesticated,

and Fancy Pigeons; by John Matthews Eaton, and published by tbe author, 7
Islington Green, London. 1852 Illustrated.
The Treatise of 1858 is not wanted.
2. A set of Six Matchless Engraved Colored Portraits, Life Size, by "VVol-

stenbolme, viz: The Almond, Black Mottle, Red Baldhead, Yellow-beard
Tumblers, Black Carrier, and Blue Pied English Pouter.

3. A colored Diagram, or a Plan ol Building or fitting up a Pigeonary,
embellished with Tumblers, Pouters and Carriers.

AVe thiuk there are several different diagrams, and would like all of them.
4. A set of six splendid Life Size engraved Portraits of The Fancy Toy

Pigeons, colored, viz: The White Fantail, Yellow Jacobin, Silver Owl, Blue
Turbit, Black mottled Trumpeter, and the Black Barb.

All of above pictures published by J. M. Eaton.
A liberal offer would be made for any of the above in good order.
Any information regarding John Matthew Eaton's life and works would be

gratefully received.

Correspondence solicited on the subject of Pigeon Books, old and curious
book'', and Autographs of men of note, liviug or dciid.

U'M. GARDNER BARTON, Salem, Mass.

PEDIGREE A NO. 1.

I have shown L. and D Brahmas, and Pea-Comb Partridge Cochins 17 times,

and have won 16 first, " 1 " second, and two special premiums ; stock from
Fetch, WilUams, HerstlneSy and EUmoiids noted strains. Eggs, 5j<3.00 per 13

H. PAKUAM, Lima, 0.

BOOKS FOR THE FANCIER.
"Fanciers' Journal," for 1374 and 1S75, bound in cloth (each) $3 75
Practical Poultry Keeper (L. Wright) 2(0
The Brahma Fowl " 2 50
T'neHoudan Fo^^l 1 75
The Poultry Book (Tegetmeir) 9 (»J

The Pigeon Book " 6 00
Brent's IMgeon Book 75
Poultry Breeding (Gevelin) 1 "25

The Poulterer's Companion (Bement) 2 «)
Domestic Poultry (Saunders) Paper, 40c., Cloth, 75
American Bird Fancier »)
Babbit Fancier (Bement) SO
Illustrated Book of Poultry (hy L. Wright), in 25 monthly parts, each. . 50

Pigeons " " '• " " " 50

American Standard of Excellence 100
Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry, bound 15 00

Any book on any advertised list will be sent prepaid by mail on receipt of

price. Addi-ess FAN'CIEKS' JOUK.N'AL, liartford, Conn.
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AN ILLUSTRATED ^VEEKLY PAPEK,

x>e'vote:x3 to

THE FEATHERED WORLD, THE STUDENT OF NATURE, AND THE INTERESTS AT HOME.
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ESTABLISHED ISTS.
JOSEPH M. WADE, Editor and Proprietor.

Twelvemonths, . S2.50. Six months, . Si. 25. Three months, or less, per copy, 5 cents. Single copies, 6 cents.

NOTICE.—Anonymous communications not noticed. Rejected communications not returned. Manuscript not preserved.

Vol. III. HARTFORD, DECEMBER l^o, 1876. No. 50'

Edijof^i/^l.

OUR CLOSING NUMBER.

The present number will close the year, complete the third vol-

ume of the Fanciers' Journal, and its present issue as a

weekly.

The letters that have come to us from all quarters give us the

assurance that our efforts have been appreciated, and we feel the

proof conclusive wlien we note the fact of the greater part of our

patrons already renewing their subscriptions for 1877, and their

promises of unsparing efforts to add to our list. And too,

very many new ssbscribers have also come to us. Alto-

gether the future looks bright, and we are hopeful that

with another year we may take up the weekly issue, and by hav-

ing our paper self-sustaining, be able to add from our private re-

sources the best talent, both of pen and pencil to befound in either

England or America. Of those who have delayed their renewal

for 1877,rwe respectfully ask their continued patronage, promising

if the past has been good, the future shall be better; as we shall

improve upon our successes, and profit by our mistakes.

Remember, our Journal is the fancier's journal; protec-

tive of the fancier's interests, and promotive of the fancier's

good. Devoted to no ring, influenced by no clique, each

fancier is but serving his own cause in building it up. Not only

do we ask for your aid as subscribers, but, as practice is

twice better than theory, we ask your contributions to its pages.

We ask for your comments, your criticisms, your experiences, ex-

periments, successes and failures, that the new comers may learn

from you. Consider the Journal as belonging to the each one
of you. Consider its usefulness, its standing, as conducive to your
success as fanciers ; for as its sphere is enlarged, so also will the

measure of the good it may afford be added to.

For our little paper, "The Exchange and IMart"— our effort to

furnish a weekly advertising medium for the poultryman—we also

ask your attention, your patronage. At all events give it a trial.

Advertise in it if but once. See what a circulation of 5,000 will

bring to you. If you are willing to circulate it in your neighbor-

hood, among your friends, send to ns for copies, and they will be

forwarded to you at once, free of charge. The " Exchange and
Mart" will be issued the 1st, Sth, and 24th of each month; the

monthly being sent out upon the I Sth. We hope thereby to

bridge the gulf made by the monthlies whose publication day is

the 1st, and by so doing afford satisfaction to those for whom we
labor.

buffalo international poultry association.

Mr. Geo. W. White, secretary of B. I. P. A., writes as : :

" We expect to have the grandest show we have ever had, and

shall not be cramped for room as we generally have been."

We expected as much. The Buffalo fanciers do nothing by

halves.

CONTENTS OP VOL. 3.

Those who receiving the Fanciers' Journal for the first time,

would know the material used in the make-up of a year, may do

so by looking over the index sent out with the present number.

Back numbers can be supplied—bound or unbound. Vol's. 1, 2

and 3—desirable additions to any library—we will supply bound

in cloth, at $3.75 each. Covers also furnished at 65 cents each.

Sent by mail prepaid.

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT.

Acclimation and Domestication, (V. M. F.;) Domestication of

Quail, (B. White;) "How will it wash," (Guy S. Cutus ;) A Rainy

Day at the Zoo, (Huoa ;) Jeannie Englehardt, (Huon;) Crumbs

of Knowledge, (Ad. sum;) Our American Standard, ("E. S.;)

Notes, (Pacific;) Madeira Vine, (E. H.;) The Mistletoe ra. Pa-

cific, (E. H.).
«--•

Those desiring to advertise in the " Exchange and Mart " will

please send their advertisements at once. We would call atten-

tion to the column of " sales," also added to the Journal's col-

umns, where articles of a single kind may be offered for sale at

25 cents each insertion.
•--•

CARDS, CATALOGUES, ETC., RECEIVED.

Card of Ozro C. Barrows, prop, of Bristol Poultry Yards, Bris-

tol, R. I.

Centennial Card of C. B. Elben, breeder of Blk, African Bantams,

Pittsburgh, Pa.

E. A. Lyman, Keene, N. H., White Crested Polish a specialty.

H. B. Batterson, Prop, of Sunnyside Poultry Yard, Elmira, N. Y.

Subscribers not receiving the Fanciers' Journal, or the
'Exchange and Mart," will please notify us immediately.

GENESEE POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

Premium list received, for the second annual exhibition of the

Genesee Poultry Association, to be held at Batavia, N. Y., com-

mencing Jan., 10th, and continuing until the 18th.

Entries close Wednesday, Jan. 10th.

Henry Todd, Sec,y.

NEW SOCIETY.

The fanciers of Orleans Co. have organized an association, and

propose holding an exhibition at Albion, commencing Jan. 22d,

and continuing 5 days.
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Coi^l\ESpOfJDEflCE.

Dear Siu :

I am disappointed that you are to make the Journal a monthly.

I will pay $5 a year for it as a weekly. Enclosed find $3, one

copy to be sent to my own address, as heretofore; the other to

be sent to Yours, &c.,

BiNGHAMTON, N. Y., B. F. Beardslet.

Dear Sir:
" If our exertions at the last poultry show were of any benefit to

the Journal, our services will be at your disposal at the next ex-

hibition. Please answer, but do not give up the ship. The wind

has been contrary to us all this year, but surely will change after

new year." With best respects, yours,

G. Dillenbbrger & Son.

Friend Wade :—I am very sorry to hear you intend taking

off our welcome visitor, the weekly, but hope you find in the

monthly a source of pecuniary gratification.

Yours, &c..

New York, Dec. 15th, 1876. W. L. Lundt.

Friend Wade :

With others I must express my regrets at the idea of having

the Journal changed to a monthly. In case there is encourage-

ment enough to warrant a continuance of a weekly, I will

guarantee to send you five subscriptions at $2.50 each, and will

remit the amount whenever notified of said continuance. Will

not other subscribers and friends of the Journal make efforts to

furnish proper support ?

Yours truly, J. G. Bicknell.

Buffalo, Dec. 20, 1876.

When a fancier with the world-wide reputation of J. Y.

Bicknell, acknowledges the need of a weekly, what must the

necessity be for the dealer whose name is not known in scarcely

his own street 'i There are two secrets in successful business of

any kind ; the first, let your stock be first-class ; 2d, let the world

know you own it and have it for sale, by the advertising of it.

Mr. Jos. M. Wade :

My De ar Sir :—I see you intend to make a monthly of the

Journal. If not too late take my advice, and do not make a

monthly, for the field is already occupied. We need a weekly.

Keep it going as a weekly. Have only 4 pp. reading matter, and

as much advertising as possible, for which you can add pages.

If not too late, give the matter a thought. I am sorry you ever

took it away from Philadelphia. Rev. G. W. Frederick.

Dear Sir :

" We will try to do all we can for you. We will miss it very

much if we do not get one every week." E. R. Kraoze.

Dear Sir :—I am sorry that you are compelled to go bacK to a

monthly. I would much sooner pay more, and have it a weekly.

Whatever way you fix it, consider rae a subscriber.

Green Bank Farm. J. W. Hartman.

Me. Wade :

—

Dear Sir :—^Having seen in the Journal that it is going to be

a monthly instead of a weekly, I must say that I feel sorry for

the change. I would rather give $4 for your weekly, than do

without it. I am getting 3 different journals at present, and pre-

fer the weekly before all the others, but I will continue it as a

monthly, hoping it will become a weekly before long.

Yours ,truly,

John Brown.

A new naturalists' direotoet.

The work will be arranged according to subjects, will contain a

list of all naturalists in North America, their special department

of study, and remarks in regard to specimens they may have for

exchange, or wish in return.

In addition to this we shall endeavor to give, after each subject

a list of the standard literature devoted to that department of

science. The work will be issued late in the fall, so that names
can be inserted, and duplicate specimens collected the present sea-

son for exchanges next winter. Blank pages will be inserted for

notes and memoranda.

Names should be sent in a« once. Give (plainly written) name,

town or city, county, state, department of science which you are

interested in, and any necessary remarks about your duplicates,

and specimens wanted in exchange. Names insertedfree.

Mention whether you wish to become a subscriber to the work,

and if you wish more than one copy, give the number, as the

edition will be limited to the number subscribed for.

The price will not be over $1.00 per copy. No money will

be received until the book is ready to be sent out.

Our friends will aid us greatly by sending us the address of

their Naturalist acquaintances with their own, at the earlies,

date possible.

S. E. Cassino, Salem, Mass.

missing numbers.
Dear Sir :

In December last (1875) I sent $5.15, to Poultry Record for

one year's subscription to each of the following poultry journals
;

American Poultry Journal and Record, World, Bulletin, Nation,

Fanciers' Journal and Review. Not one of the journals have

come regularly; one or more of each not having come at all.

Of the Fanciers' Journal, I have not received numbers 3, 18, and

45, for 1876. Of the Review I have received but four numbers.

Will you, please, send me those missing numbers of the Fanciers'

Journal ? If I contrive to live I will subscribe for a Poultry

Journal for 1877, but I wish to subscribe for one of which I will

receive all the numbers.

Think I sent you postal card week ago concerning the missing

numbers.
J. D. Thorlet.

The Journal passing through so many hands before reaching

our subscribers, we can only promise that the numbers shall be

mailed regularly, and missing numbers replaced.

FROM AN OLD friend.
Friend Wade :

Can you give me the address of any pigeon fancier in San Fran-

cisco? I don't know of one, but if you do and will send me
their address you will greatly oblige. Yours truly,

San Francisco. H. F. Whitman.

Mr. J. H. Ringot, Cor. Scott and California streets, will doubt-

less welcome you to his loft, and introduce you to brother fan-

ciers.

WHITE carriers.
Dear Sir

;

Please answer through the columns of the Journal. Should

White Carriers' legs be feathered "i I bought a pair, and the legs

are heavily feathered, with feathers two and three inches long.

Answer in first Journal if possible, and oblige.

Young Fancier.

The birds you describe are evidently crossed with Dutchess or

Feather-legged Runts. Carriers should be clean legged always.

Dear Sir:

I notice that there are lots of complaints against the express

companies. I sent a small printing press with type, &c., weighed

ten pounds, to Williamsport, Pa., and when it arrived there they

charged $4.50, and I got it from New York for $1..50; it is out-

rageous. A. A. W.
Ontario.
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PoJlJF^Y ^ND PlQEONS.

SEASONABLE HINTS.

If flora your poultry you desire eg^'S, more of heat external

ami internal (the Uttier by lieat proilucin;^ stimulating food) must

be given now, than during the spring and summer season. I{e-

mcnibcring always that the production of eggs iu winter is

unnatural, and unnatural means must bo afforded lo gain this end.

Rcmemlier, also, if your birds are rare, ehoiee specimens, and the

eggs arc for table use, you may pay dear for them. How?
Consider for a moment. Egg-producing naturally is confined to

two seasons, the sfiring and summer ; if by forcing, the two seasons

are lengthened to three, almost four, must it not bo at the expense

of vitality ? May not shortmss of life he the result? Nature is

a unit; you cannot add to one quarter but at the expense ot

another. To the farmer whose poultry profits are when eggs arc

high, we would say, feed well, give good stimulating food, give

warmth and ))roteetion, and you will be rewarded. But to the

fancier—whose profit is in eggs for hatching, whose pride is gratified

by the showroom award—don't force your birds. Do not crowd

them cither for work or for room. Give just sufficient warmth for

jjcrfcct Ileal ih. Remember that nature cares for her own. If your

birds are in heated quarters the feathering will be light and thin.

If in cooler it will be heavy and perfect. The eggs, if the laying

he delayed until nature herself favors, will produce stronger and

healthier chicks, and the percentage be greater than if the result

of a forcing, cramming, artificial feeding and care. Let your

care and effort be for perfect condition, and the result will be, if

your stock is good, perfect plumage and but few clear eggs when

the hatching season arrives.

If you have flooring in your chicken house and use sawdust

under the roosts for cleanliness, don't use it upon the feeding

place. If during winter your feeding place is in the same pen

with the roosts, nail a strip across the floor say two inches high,

separating the parts, tlius keeping the sawdust to its duty. Upon
the feeding place throw s-and or soil of any kind. Sawdust is

injurious to fowls, it is an indigestible substance the gizzard can

not act upon, and not only does it make the birds uncomfortable,

but by causing unnatural thirst, very soon affects the birds' general

condition. The gravel the birds will find and take from the sand

or loam will prove beneficial to their health. In weather when the

binls are confined indoors, cover the feed lightly with hay, straw

or autumn leaves, as a promotive of health in affording exercise.

(For Fanciers' .Journal.)

THE STANDARD AGAIN.
In discussing the merits and demerits of the Standard of Excel-

lence, we should not make it accountable for the sins of Agricul-

tural and Poultry Societies, as is often the ease. An Agricultural

society holds a fair, and has a Poultry class amongst its other at-

tractions, and in its announcement it tells us that the Judges will

be governed in their iiwards by the American Stundurd of Excel-

lence. But when the Judges call on the executive committee for

instructions, they are told that as the different varieties are but

poorly reiiresented, and there are not more coops than premiums,

they had better just give the best coop the first premium, and the

next best the second premium, if imlced there are two coops—and

that will be all that is required of them, as it is expected of the

society to encourage all branches of agriculture, and it will not

do to disqualify Squire So-and-so's b rd», as it would do more

harm to the society than the payment of the $2 premium. So

Mr. Judge finds he has to award prciniums to all birds without

regard to even the disqualilyiiig features of the cases that may
come up.

lie is called upon to award a first premium to a cock mated

with a pullet, or a cockerel mated with a hen. I know whereof I

speak, as I have awarded premiums in such cases, and yet those

lo whom the (iremiums were awarded advertised their stock as

first-premium stock, and were backed up by the advertised reg-

ulations of the Society that the stock was judged by the Standard.

And this kind of Inisincss is not done alone by Agricultural

Societies, but also by regularly organized Poultry Societies who

think more of the good will of some "Squire," or " Deacon" or

"Judge," than they do of the reputation of the Judge who awards

their ]iremiums fur them, or the character of the poultry business

in general. And when a fancier who sees these first prcmiuiu

birds asks who the judge was, he is told that they were judged by

the Standard, and they are consequently standard birds, and as

such, he advertises them, and sells their progeny in eggs or chicl s

on an equal footing—when the real facts are unknown—with those

who have spent years of time, experience and money. If that

fancier who makes the inquiry and the judge arc strangers, you

can imagine the opinion he will form of such judgment, and he

will forever be the enemy of a man who knew what he was doing,

and yet did not use his own judgment; but only followed the in-

structions of the Executive Committee, or Superintendents of the

Association. In this way discredit is thrown on the Standard

when it is not to blame, and enemies are made forit against whom
it has no defense. Now how much better is the course being

pn''sued by many ofour societies this winter. Many of them are

advertising the number of puints required for a first, second, and

third premium, thus guaranteeing the proper use of the Standard

in deciding upon the merits of the stock it awards its premiums to.

Were this course pursued by all Societies fewer mistakes would

be made and the Standard would have many friends where it now
has enemies. In this way justice is done to the Standard, to the

exhibitor, and to the public, and until this is done by all socie-

ties, we will not be able to judge of the value of the Sland'ird, nor

of the value of a premium won. This is just what the Standard

is for ; to make values in fowls equal, and not to be made a screen

behind which ignorance or knavery may hide itself. Yet when

was there ever a law framed, no matter how wise and far-seeing

its authors, but that knavery could find a hole in it in which to

hide its evil doings. But these exceptions are not rules, nor are

they good arguments against the Standard. For by the old meth-

od of judging by comparison, how many more ways have not these

same rogues of hiding their deeds of darkness.

All a comparison judge has to do if he is criticised is to say in

his opinion such is a better bird than the other because he chooses

to think so. But if the Standard is used, and he marks down his

score, and tacks it on to the coop for the criticism and inspection

of the public, he will be very careful not to judge the man instead

of the fowl, but will make his marLs so as to be able to defend them.

If, as the enemies of the Standard claim, all judges do not award

alike by the iS7aii(/a)rf, how much nearer do they suppose judges

will award by comparison, where a man can favor heavy leg

feathering, long or short legs, blye or white under color, &c.,

just as his peculiar fancy may dictate. I have seen a bird award-

ed first premium in a class where by the Standard—or cvin com-
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inon sense or justice—would Iiave given another birily?/?ee)i points

higher merit. Anil yet tliis judge coukl, and did say in his opin-

ion tlie other was the best. And I may add just here, that I can

—and so can you reader—name others who have done, and seen

the same thing. But were the awards made by the Standard,

could this thing occur ? Certainly not, for in that case he would

have been compelled to show where he found the superior merit

—in other words, he could not have awarded tlie premium to his

friend—he would have been obliged to award it to the fowl.

Now these are some of the points to be discussed by those who

want a new Standard—no Standard—or Wright's Poultry Book

for a Standard, and in that discussion let all personal and pecuni-

ary motives be discarded, and let sober, honest and impartial

motives prompt all criticism. The A. P. A. acted with a great

deal of prudence in its discussion and action on the question of

amending the Standard, brought before them at Chicago last win-

ter, and we—the friends of the Standard—shall expect the same

of them this winter at Boston. We have been shaping our ends

so as to breed in conformity to its teachings, and now we must

not have any radical changes that will derange our plans and cal-

culations for the future. Besides it is the bond of unity that binds

together the fanciers of the whole country, and by destroying its

usefulness or radically cliaiigiiig it, we break that union of

thought and feeling, and we are sent adrift again without cither

compass or rudder to guide us. Let it alone, gentlemen, except

perhaps in a few important matters of phraseologv or a fjw omis-

sions that may be supplied to make the sense more complete. But

let the "Supplement " be small, and let it not materially interfere

with our present work, or you will inaugurate a warfare that will

end in the destruction of the harmony which should prevail among
the poultry fanciers of Amirica.

Elipiialet Stowell.

YOUNG FOWLS FOK BREEDING,

Are not, in my experience, as good for mating to produce the best

stock, any more than are the young of any animals. And chicks

from the same bi-oods, dogs from the same litters, rabhits from

the same clutch, or pigeons from the same pair, bred together,

very rarely give us progeny uniformly as thrifty, as healthy, or as

promising; as those of any species more distantly related. I offer

this general reply to an inquirer who asks "what is the better age

to begin to breed from V
With poultry, briefly, I would advise that one of the sexes at

least be in the second year of its age. A vigorous young yearling

cock mated to a few two-year-old hens, or an active two-years'

cock to a clutch of one-year-old pullets, is a far better plan than

mating all young birds for breidiug.

A two-year-old dr.g is always best to line a young slut with,

and for clean breeding, if both these animals are past their second

year in age, the pups from them will be found in every way finer,

in closeness to parental good qualities, in size, in subsequent

hardihood, and thriftincss.

We are all too prone to hurry up these matters in breeding

and if we come into possession of a fine trio of promising chickens,

they are put together at eight to ten months old for breeding, in

the expectation that the pullets' eggs will produce their like, from

the beginning. This is a mistaken notion, altogctlier.

1 am aware that dealers send out their young fowls in trios

—

often at round prices— to novices who entertain " great expecta-

tions," from the beautiful young birds they so receive. The stock

may be all that it is represented to be, and when it shall have

attained the jjroper age, chicks from such a trio will be very satis-

factory, no doubt.

But if I am asked (as in this instance) what is the better age

to begin to breod at, I refer for answer, to the first paragraph of

this article. Don't hurry your young stock, for rejnoduction
;

and whenever you can do so, use either the male or the female,

for breeding, that is one season older than the others you mate
them with. G. P. B.

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION FAIR.

The third exhibition of the " Middlesex Poultry Association,"

was held at Huntington Hall, Lowell, Dec. 5, 6, and 7, 1876.

There were over si.x hundred entries, and remarkably fine speci-

mens in nearly every class.

The following are the awards :

—

Asiatics.— Light Bmhmas.—!st and 2d. Damon & Marsh.all,
Cochituate ; 3d, Geo. V. Fletcher, Belmont ; 4th, Laurin Martin,
Lowell. Chicks, 1st, J. E. VVilmarth, Taunton ; 2d, W. F. Ba-
con, Lexington ; 3d and 4th, Geo. V. Fletcher.

Dark Brahnii!s.— \st, 2d, 3d and 4th, Charles E. Perry, Wollos-
ton. Chicles, 1st and 2d, C. W, Chainberlain, Arlington ; 3d, J.
N. Willman, Fisherville, N. H.; 4th, C. E. L. Hayward, Peter-
boro, N. H.

Buff Cochins —1st .and 4th, S. A. Jones, Lowell; Id, Josiah
Grover, Lowell ; 3d, John H. Nichols. Chicks, 2d and 3d, Josi.ih

Grover.
Partridge Cochins.—2d, S. A. Jones.
Black Cochins.— 1st, Starkes Whiton, Hingham Center.

Chicks, 1st C. L. P.irker, Winchester; 2d, C. E. L. Haywurd;
3d, C. C. Chase, Manchester, N. H.

Dorking.—Chicks, 1st and 2d, C. E. L. Hayward.
Goldai. Penciled Ilamburgs.— 1st, Wm. E. Shedd, Waltham.

Cliicks, 1st and 2d, W. E.'Shcdd; 3d and 4ih, C. E. L. Hay-
w;ird.

Black Hamburgs.—lst,W. E. Shedd, 2d, C. E. L. Hayward.
Chicks. 1st and 2d, W. E. Shedd.

Golden Penciled.— 1st and 3d, Luther P. Eaton, W. Pcterboro,
N. H.; 2d, C. E. L. Hayward ; 4th, John Lowell, Jr., ChestuutHill.
Chicks, 1st and 2d, L. P. Eaton ; 3il, John Lowell, Jr.

Silver Spangled Hamburgs.—Chicks, 1st, G. S. Wheeler, New
Ipswich, N. H.

White Hamburgs.—Chicks, 3d, C. E. L. Hayward.
Spanish.—Brown Leghorns.— 1st, Geo. A. Parker, Reading;

2d, Laurin Martin, Lowell. Chicks, 1st .and 3d, L. Martin ; 3d,

Ed. G. Runnells, Hopkiiigton, N. H.; 4th. E. A. Hurd, Lowell.
White Leijhorns.— 1st. C. E. Sanger, Watertown ; 2d, F. W.

Worthen, Chelmsford Center; .3d, G. Blanchard, Wilton, N. U.
Chicks, 1st, D. H. Hayward, N. Cambridge; 2d, C. E. Sanger,
Watertown ; 3d, F. \V. Worthen ; 4th, John H. Nichols,

Lowell.

Dominique Leqhorns.—1st, Andrew J. Tuck, Nashua, N. H.
Chicks, 2d, and '4ih, A. J. Tuck; 1st and 3d, C. E. L. Hayward.

Black Leghorns.— 1st, D. H. Hayward. Chicks, 1st and 3d, U.
H. Hayward ; 2d G. S. Wheeler; 4th, C. E. L. Hayward.
Black Spanish —2d, C. E. L. Hayward.
Andalusians.— 1st, C. E. L. Hayward. Chicks, 2d and 3d, J.

E. Wilmarth.
FiiENCii.—Isf and 2d, E. C. Aldiich, Hyde Park ; 3d, W. J. Mer-

rill, Lowell. Chicks, 1st, 2d and 4th, E. C. Aldrich; 3d, G.
Blanchard.

Creve C(£nr.—Chicks, 1st, J. H Niehol.s.

La Fleche.—Chicks, 1st, C. E. L. Hayward.
Polish —Silver tipamjed.— 1st, C. E L. Hayward; 2d, Wm.

n. Sylvester, Brockton; 3d, Starkes Whiton ;"4lh, S. A. Jones.
Chicks, 1st and 4th, C. E. L. Hayward ; 2d, S. Whiton ; 3d, W.
H. Svlvcster.

Golden Spangkd.—\st and 2d, C. E. L. Ilavward; 3d, W.J.
Merrill. Chicks, 1st and 2d, C. E. L. Haywartl.

White Crested Black.— 1st and 2d, J). Frank Ellis, N. Cam-
bridge. Chicks, 1st and 2d, D. Frank Ellis.

While Polish.—id, C. K. L. Hayward.
B. B. R. Game— \st and 2d, D.'B. Wallace, Lvnnfield ; 3d, G.

E. Stanley, L,well. Chicks, 1st and 2d, I). B. \Vallace.

Brown Red.— 1st, Geo. Volans, Newton ; 2d, D. B. Wallace ; 3d,

A. H, Trowbridge,Winchester. Chicks, 3d, D. B. Wallace.
Ginger Red.— 1st, D. B. Wallace.
Farl of Derby.— 1 st and 3d, Geo. Stanley ; 2d, D. B. Wallace

;

3d, A. H. Trowbridge. Chicks, 2d and 4th, D. B. Wallace.
Yellow Diickwing.—1st and 2d, Charles S. Lincoln, Warren;

3d, A. H. Trowbridge ; 4th, A. J. Tuck. Chicks, Ist and 2d, C.

S. Lincoln ; 3d, D. B. Wallace.
White Pile.— \sl, D. B. Wallace.
Red Pile.—\st. J. H. Fisher, Weston; 2d, D. B. Wallace.
Grai/ Pile.—id, D. B. Wallace.
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Enqllsh White—\st, T). B. Wallace.

IK/i/fc.— 1st, C. S. Lincoln.

niuK Pile..—\st, 1). B. Wallace.

B. B. li. (rame Bantams.— \st. W. Frank Bacon, Lexington;

2(1, C. M. White, Worcester. Chicks, 1st, 2d and 3d, C. K. L.

Ilavwnrd.
lied Pile—'[St, C. E. L. Haywaid ; 2d, C. M. White. Chicles,

1st and 2d, C. M. White.
Yellow Dudcwing.—\iH, D. B. Wall.ice ; 2d, D. Frank Ellis.

Bantam other than Game—Black Ruse Comb.— 1st, I). K. Ellis;

2d, C. E. L. Hayward; 3d, L. Martin. Chicks, 1st and 2d, U.
Frank Ellis ; C. E. L. Hayward.

Oolrlen Seliriqhts.—2d, C. E. L. Hayward.
Wliite Rose Comb.—1st, W. G. Gannon, Manchester, N. H.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Sultans.—1st, E. A. Emerson, AValtham.
Creepers.—2d, J. L. Noyes, Lowell.

Pli/moulh RikIcs.— 1st, V. C. Oilman. Chicks, 1st, G. S Wheel-
er, New Ipswich, N. U.; 2d and 3d, V. C. Oilman ; 4lh, F. A.
Houfihton.

Rum/iless.—3d, C. E. L. H.ayward.
Frizzles.—2i\, C. E. L. Hayward
Dominiqiies.— 1st and 4th, Geo. F. Andrews, Nashna

;
2d, C

N. PaiRC, Nashua. Chicks, 1st and 3d, C. N. Vaigc; 2d. D.
Frank Ellis.

TURKEYS.

Bronze.— \st, G. S. Wheeler; 2d, John N. Nichols.

White.—2d, C. E. L. Hayward.
Blark.—]st, C. E. L. Havward.
Biiff.—2A, C. E. L. Hayward
Pea Fowls.—1st and 2d, Jona. Bowers, Lowell.

Pearl C!mnea.—\st and 2d, W. B. Fclch, Lowell.

White Guinea.— 1st, C. E. L. Hayward.

GEESE.

Bremen.—1st, C. L. Parker.

Grai/ China.— Ist, C. L. Parker.

Wiid.—lst, C. L. Parker.

Toulouse.— 1st, C. E. L. Hayward.
African.—\st, C. E. L. Hayward.
Graij China.—2d, C. E. L. Hayward.
While.—2A, C. E. L. Hayward.
Wild.—2d, C.E. L. Hayward.
E'lt/ptian.— 1st, C. E. L. Hayward.
fVhile China.—1st, C. E. L. Hayward.

DUCKS.

Pekin.—1st, Laurin Martin; 2d, 3d and 4th, 0. E. L. H.iy-

ward.
ifoiira.—1st, C. L Parker; 2d and 3d, C. E. L. Havward.
Ai/lesbury.-lit, C. E. L. Hayward ; 2d, 0. L. Parker.

Cai/iiga.— 1st, C. L. Parker; 2d and 3d, C. E. L. Havward.
White Crested.— 1st, C. L. Parker; 2d and 3d, C. E^ L. Hay-

ward.
^fuscovl/.—1st and 2d, C. H. Parker.
Grai/ Call.—\st, C. E. L. Hayward.
White Call.— \st, C. E. L. Havward.
Black Labrador.— \ St, C. E. L. "Hayward.
Wood.— 1st and 2d, C. E. L. Hayward.
Rabbits.—W. H. Brackett won 7 first premiums, Charles A.

Andrews, West Boxford, 1st, and 5 second premiums, Geo. S.

Wheeler, 2 second premiums.

SPECIAL premiums:

Best collection Light Brahmas, Geo. V. Fletcher. Best pair

Lt. Brahma fowls, Camon & Marshall. Best Lt. Brahma cock,

l>amon & Marshall. Best Lt. Brahma hen, Damon & Marshall.

Best pair Lt. Brahma chicks, J E. Wilmarth. Best Lt. Brahma
cockerel, Damon & Marshall. Best Lt. Brahma pullet, C. E. L.
Hayward.

Best collection Dark Brahmas, C. E. Perry. Best pair Dark
Brahma fowls, C. E. Perry. Best pair Dark Brahma chicks, C.

W. Chamberlain. Best Dark Brahma cockerel, C. W. Chamber-
lain. Best Dark Brahma pullet, C. W. Chamberlain.

Best collection pea-comb Partridge Cochins, C. E. L. Hayward.
Best Collection Buff Cochins, S. A. Jones. Best pair Buff Co-

chins, S. A. Jones.

Best collection Golden Spangled Hamburgs, Luther P. Eaton.
Best collection Golden Penciled Hamburgs, Wm. E. Shedd.
Best collection Black Hamburgs, Wm.E. Shedd.
Best collection White Leghorns, W. E. Sanger, also for best

pair fowls, best cock and hen. Best pair White Leghorn chicks,

D. H. Hayward. Also best cockerel and pnllet.

Best pair Brown Leghorn fowls, George A. Parker. Best col-

lection

chicks.

Best
Best
Best
Best

chicks.

Best
Best
Best
Best

Bacon.
Best
Best

ward.

Best
chicks.

Best

Best
Best
Best
Best
B.St

Brown Leghorns, Laurin Martin. Also for best pair
best cockerel and pnllet.

collection Andalusians, J. E Wilmarth.
collection Black Leghorns, D. H. Hayward.
pair Creve Cceiir chicks, J. H. Nichols.

collection Houdans, E. C. Aldrich. Also for best pair

collection White Crested Black Polish, D. Frank Ellis,

collection Black Breasted Red Games, D. B. Wallace,

collection Games, D. B. Wallace,

collection Black Breasted Red Game Bantams, W. F.

collection Red Pile Game Bantams, C. M. White,
pair Black B. Red Game Bantam chicks, C. E. L. Hay-

collection P. Rocks, V. C. Oilman. Best pair P. Rock
Geo. S. Wheeler,
pair Tnrkevs, Geo. S. Wheeler,
collection Pea Fowls. Jona. Bowers.
collection Gee.<e, C E. L. Hayward.
collection Ducks, C. L. Parker,
colleciion Rabbits, W. H. Brackett.

Canary, singer, Mrs. W. A. Safford.

DOMINIQUES.
Having read the different articles, pro and ron, which have

lately appearc<l in the columns of the Journal, written by

Messrs. Raub, Bicknell, an<l Darlington, I feel constrained to add

m.y testimony to that of Mr. Darlington's in favor of this truly

valuable fowl. Like Mr. D., I always had a strong liking for

them, they being the first breed with which I entered the exhibition

arena. So far as my experience extends I have found them

to breed as true to form, feather, comb, etc., as any other breed

with which I am acquainted. In fact the Dominique marking

will jirecail over any other variety with which it is crossed. A
number of years ago I niiide several experiments in crossing with

divers breeds, using a Dominique cock. When crossed with

Light Brahma hens, the progeny were marked similar to the

Dominiques, the pullets being lighter in color than the Dominique

hens, but larger, good layers and sitters, and excellent for the

table. The cockerels were fine large birds and also showed the

Dominique marking quite plainly. I regard the produce of this

cross well worth tlie attention of the farmer or market poultry

man. The progeny of the Dominique cock when crossed upon

Dark Brahma hens are magnificent birds, the plumage of the

cockerels being exceedingly brilliant and showy, while the pullets,

though less showily attired, are quite beautiful both in form and

feather. Had I the time and space at command, I think by ex-

perimenting with the Dominique and one or two other breeds, I

could produce a variety which for brilliancy of plumage would be

unexcelled by any other breed extant. In conclusion, permit me

to say that I do not own any Dominique fowls, neither am I

interested in the sale of any. W. E. Flowek.

Shoemakertown, Pa., Dec. 12, 1876.

MEAT FOR FOWLS.
Meat is essential, says an English writer, to promote egg-laying

in winter. As a rule it should be cooked, although it is more

stimulating given raw. Horse flesh cannot be surpassed for excel-

lence, when it can be obtained, and even when given in quantity

it does not impart the slightest flavor to ihe eggs.

Nothing but gross prejudice and ignorance prevents the more

general use of horseflesh for this purpose, thousands of horses

being annually destroyed and buried, the flesh of which should

realize £3 or £4 at 2d. per lb. A mincing or sausage machine is

the best mode of preparing the meat when cooked.
» •

There will be a grand trade sale of Poultry, Pigeons, and Pet-

Stock at Boston during the week of the Massachusetts Po-jIt:y

Exhibition. Catalogues can be had on and after Jan. 1st, by ad-

dressing W. F. Bacon, Lexington, Mass.
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HIS NEIGHBOR'S CHICKENS.
Fritz has h:i(l more tmiiblc wilh liis nciglilior. This time he

(Ic'crmined to appeal to the m.njesty of the hnv, and accordingly

consulted a letral gentleman.

" IIow vos dose tin^s," he said, " ven a valare's got a garden

und der odcr valare's got some chickens eat urn up. Don't got

some law for dotV
"Some one's chickens been destroying your gardenV asked

the lawyer.

" Straw in mine garden ! Nine, it vos vi'getaMes."

"And the chickens committed depredations on them?"
" Ish dot so 1" asked Fritz in astonishment.

"And you want to sue him for damages'?" continued the

lawyer.

" Yass. Gott for tamages, nnd der gabbagcs, und der let-

euges."

" Did yon notify him to keep liis chickens up V
" Yaa5, I did nodify him."

" And what did he say 1"

" He nodify me to go to haal, und to vipe mine shin down oft'

mine vest."

" And he refused to comply with your just demand V
" He allowed his chickens to run at large V'

"Yaas. Some vos large nnd some vos leedle valars ; but dey

dos scratch mine garden more as der feven dimes reech."

" Well, yon want to sue him V saiil the lawyer.

"Yaas, I vant to sue him to make vone blank fence np sixdeen

feet his house all around, vot der tarn shickens don't got over."

The lawyer informed him he could not compel the man to build

such a fence, and Fritz left in a rage exclaiming :

" Next summer time I raise shickens too, you bate. I raise

fighting shickens, by tani ! Vipe off your vest down."

jaques incubatok.
Mk. Jos. M. Wade :

Dear Sik,—My Jocknai. came to hand as usual, with the

exception of being one d.iy late. The first thing I saw was an

inquiry relating to mo. It was he.idcd like this, " Information

Wanted." I will say to E. E. H., and all other inquirers, that if

they will read on page 275, Vol. 3, No. 23, issued June 19,

1875, of The Fanciers' Journal, they will find ont all that I

agreed to tell. The reason that I did not use it again was, that I

had so mnch work that 1 could not give it proper attention. It

is as good as ever, and if I do not dispose of it, I will heat it

up again by and by. I have hi.d quite a number of letters re

lating to my exchange in your Journal. It is a " Jaques Incu

liator," and nothing else, and made in good shape, and will hatch

good healthy chicks. I sold all I hatched with it, and got my
money for them. John H. Bishop.

" A Hen Partt."—We often hear of masquerades, euchre

parties, sociables, bees, but we never before heard of a "hen

party." One of this novel persuasion was given at the residence

(if J. B. Waleh, at Wilson's Crossing. Mr. Walch had, unfortu-

nately, lost all his poultry the previous week, by carelessly leav-

ing some brine where the hens inbibed too freely, causing their

immediate decease. There being a general sympathy felt by the

neighbors, they proposed to give them a surprise in the form of

a hen party, each one carrying with ihem one of the feathered

tribe, and depositing it without ceremony in the cosy sitting-

room. The result was favorable, despite the rain-storm, occasion-

ing an agreeable and complete surprise, and causing an exhilar-

ation of spirits unequaled by less novel occasions.

If our readers have never attended one of this kind of parties

we would advise you lo avail yourselves of the first opportunity.

c. J. N

A MIDSUMMER RAMBLE.
(Concluded from p. 585.)

At New York I arrived the next morning. My first call was

on Mr. Van Opstal. He was enthusiastic on the " fly." I did

not see his birds. Next I called on Mr. Colell, a fancier who has

a most wonderful collection of choice pigeons. Here I saw

Trumpeters, with which the late cut in the Journal cannot

compete; the rose so immense, that it was in appearance not

unlike a Polish fowl. Black Priests with white wing bars, and a

fine rose, also Yellows with rose. Some very fine " China owls "

with large breast frill, spreading like the letter Y. Mr. Colell

says, most of his best birds he gets direct from Princess Charles

of Prussia. His love for the choicest birds is such that a fabnlona

price does not hinder him from becoming their possessor. Invit-

ing me to dine with him, I met at the appointed time, and at his

solicitation Mr. A. M. Halsted and Mr. Burlingame joined us.

The quartette was a livelv one, the dinner excellent, and while

we polished chicken bones, we discussed in a fowl manner also ;

pigeons likewise came in for their share—while the sable waiter

—

who perhaps had never before seen, four such " birds ofa feather"

Come and dine there together,

with open countenance, suspiciously looked at us, as if we were

not altogether ri^ht. In the evening Mr. Halsted invited me out

to Ri/e (don't mean to imbibe) the village, where he resides, where

I spent an agreeable evening. In the morning went through the

place. I had expected to find some Brown Leghorns that would

excell any I had ever seen—and I dirl. Excellent in all points.

Steering clear of a splendid Newfoundland dog, chained near the

hennery, I took a stroll through his fine grounds, and found Mr.

H. had a tnste for fine grapes, pears, flowers, &c. Certainly a

most charming place, and poultry yards, finely situated. He is

manufacturing here quite enthusiasticly his new incubator, which

has proved such a decided success. Next, in company with Mr.

H. we reached the Centennial. Here we saw so much that, like

Hans Schneider, we .almost got "confoosed." Wliat can we say

abont this show to fanciers ?

In the Japanese department, we saw a pair ofJapanese Bantams,

made entirely of cloth

—

standard in plumage colors, very stylish

and natural.

From Manila, Philippine Islands, some wonderful specimens

of embroidery, which gave relief of from three to /our inches, rep-

resenting baskets, and bunches of fish, barrels, birds, &c. Some

Aubrusson tapestry, by hand, that contained 3,000 diff'erent

shades. One of the finest being a vine and scroll work centre,

surrounded by a deep border, on which was seen fruit, vegetables,

game, guns and fixings, rabbits, ducks, turkeys, fowls and chicks,

hen's nest, a peacock, pigeon, monkey, and fish, and tackle, all

wonderfully correct and fine. In this class of work, there was in

tlie French deiiartment also two productions worthy of notice.

In size, they were about fourteen feet square. The entire work

by hand. One represented " The Queen of the Harem, 1 5th cen-

tury" and had seven life size figures. The other, " The Fortune-

teller," containing eight figures. In this department were also

several others, eqiuilly as large, and some with as many as sixteen

figures, but to our idea, not so artistic in coloring as those men-

tioned. The above named, at a little distance, were almost equal

to an oil painting. The coloring and shading barmoniou.sly blend-

jug in the most artistic manner. In the extreme right end of this

the main building, (as you enter,) we found a case that interested

us. It is, " Game Cocks after the fight," and shows two birds

captured in the descent on " Mulholland's cock-pit" in New York,

Feb. 19, 1874, by theofficersof the Society of Prevention of Cruel-

ty to Animals. Thirty-two men (?) were arrested, tried in Court

of Special Sessions, and each fined SC.TO. Both birds show severe

punishment, each wearing steel gafs. Here arc also maimed pig-
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eons—from shooting matches; hard looking specimens of bull-

dogs after "action ;" results of ainising horses, &c. In the Agri-

cultural Hall were two taxidermy specimens of Chester white hogs.

One 21 months old, weight 1307, the other weigheil 12S3, both

were raised by L. P. Cooper, Croyden, N. II. Chester White

—

he is some on hogs.

Ofthe numerous collections of birds, (taxidermy,) there were

many cases deserving of more than a passing notice. One partic-

ularly notiealilc, whs a case of Hawaiian birds, studiously grouped

among natural moss, the effect novel and pleasing. A fine aquat-

ic collection is shown from the Orange free states. Prof Baird,

Washington, D. C, bad a case of nicely mounted birds. And

Mr. C. II. Ilowlett, Hudson, , six cases of birds finely arranged

and grouped in a very cbaractcristic manner. P. Aldrich, Milton,

Mass., a splendid glass shade containint; a collection of very rare

and choice birds, with astonishingly brilliant plnmage.

In the women's department, Ellen Robbin's (Boston,) decorated

china—gives evidence of a clever artist. A pencil sketch on stone,

of a wild turkey, by Mary Peart, (London,) proves her to be a

peart Mary in this line. There were other specimens of artistic

and commendable productions, that lirougbt out wiih naturalness

flowers, chickens, squirrels, dogs, &c. Here though, t\\<: stranr/esl

attraction is Dreaming lolanlhe, an artistic piece (of butter,) .sculp-

tured. A lady with butter-paddles, sticks, knife, small camel's

hair brushes, and genius, has represented (in butter) drCTming

" lolanthe." It is a bust in butter, and no one buther could bust

butter in such an artistic manner. "lolanthe ' reclined in her

pure Orange County colors—a pretty face—the profile quite clas

sic. It w.is truly the boss attraction in this department. As I

stood and gazed upon "lolanthe," and saw lean, hungry looking

individuals look upon her, with the eye of a gourmand, I ihou^iht,

"j'es there arc some of you, looking at this artistic novelty, that

would bo sacrilegious enough to cut poor " lo'anthe's" nose off,

while she is thus dreaming, and composedly spread it on a slice of

stale bread, and others would bark her cheek or remove one of her

dainty ears, in the same spirit, to use in buttering their Centennial

lunch." Aud thanks to the p()«e.v they showed they had for her,

the glass case preserves but her. But would these amputations really

occur, wouldn't the fair sculptest have a time getting a nose and

ear to ma(c/i t'l! cote', and how suggestive of approaching winter

would poor 'f.anlhe look with a white butter nose and ear. We
shiver in imagination, look around and discover the fire has (/one

out, and our article is getting lengthy, so we will for the present

stop.

Beooklandville, Md. G. O. Brown.

GAPES IN POULTRY.
In a recent conversation with an experienced chicken grower,

he informed us that he had been very successful in conquering

that precarious disease in his young fowls by the a]iplication of

air-slaked lime. As soon as a manifestation of gapes in his

fowls appears, he confines his chickens in a box, one at a time,

sufiieiently large to contain the bird, and places a coarse jjiece of

cotton or linen cloth over the top. Upon Ibis he places the pul-

verized lime, and taps the screen sufficiently to cause the lime to

fall through. This lime dust the fowl inhales and causes it to

sneeze, and in a short time the cause of the gapes is thrown out

in the form of a slimy mass or masses of worms, which had ac-

cumulated in the windpipe and smaller air vessels. This remedy

he considers superior to any he has ever tried, and he seldom fails

to effect a perfect cure. He has abjured all those mechanical

means by which it is attempted to dislodge the Entozoans with

instruments made of whalebone, hog's bristles, or fine wire, al-

leging that people are quite as certain to push the gape worms
further down the throat of the fowls as to draw them out.

—

Lan-

caster Farmer.

PRESIDENT'S PRIZE.

Next month the Western Pennsylvania Poultry Society will

holii its Sixth annual exhibition. We were shown to-day the

President's prize medal to be .awarded at this exhibition, for the

best pair of Light Brahma chicks. This medal is of solid silver,

three inches in diameter, and weighing si.\tcen ounces—one pound.

It is valued intrinsically at S35, and will be exhibited at E. P.

Roberts & Son's jewelry store. The obverse bears the engraving

of a Brahma cock, and on the reverse is inscribed " West Penn.

Poultry Society, Pittsburgh, awarded to ." Besides this

fine medal, the awards will comprise twenty or thirty silver cups,

of an average value of S15. These will he awarded for best dogs,

pets^ock, &c. Silver mounted dog-whips, collars, &c., also find

a place among the awards as special premiums. The society will

distribute some $3,000 in premiums alone, six of these being for

the " Asiatic " class of fowls. There is every indication that the

next exhibition will be a very attractive and interesting one.

—

Pittsburgh Chronicle.

Dear Wade :

—

Sorry you feel compelled to "throw up the sponge," or the

weeklij issue of Faxciees' Journal. But I have been expecting

this for some time.

The fact is, there are not enough poultry men in this country,

of the class who feel that ihey can afford a weekly poultry paper

these exceptionally hard limes—and they are satisfied with a

monthly, (or none, some of 'em!)

We shall miss the«eekly visits ofthe F. J. nevertheless.

Put me down for next year, any way; and I will pay for both

subscriptions.

I will send you some articles for it, hy and by. You have

given us a. good paper, and we have enjoyed it, for three years.

There is no reason why j-ou should attempt to run it weekly at a

loss. I want a bound volume (3d) to preserve. I will send you

my numbers for this purpose, at close of year.

Yours always truly,

G. P. B.

P. S.:—My new " Diseases " book has had, and is still having

a very good sale. Third edition is printed this week, and most of

them are bespoken. A fourth (revised) edition will be printed by

Jan. 1st. It has gone in goodly numbers into eier^ State and

Territory in the Union, and considerably into Canada.

The next Treatise, companion vol :
" Secrets in Fowl-Breeding,"

will be out by Jan. 7. I have got a splendid cartoon frontispiece

for this. B.

BLACK-ROT IN FOWLS.

The complaint obscurely known as "black-rot," from the

blackening of the comb, is a blood disease which aff'ects the whole

system. The lungs are seriously afl^ected ; indeed it may be that

the disease originates there, and the blood is poisoned from want

of perfect aeration. This however is not certain. When fowls

are overfed, especially upon highly nitrogenous feed, as milk

curd, or buckwheat or oats, and are not kept clean, or supplied

with plenty of pure water, they are frequently attacked by this

complaint. To prevent it, fowls should have wheat, crushed

bones, corn, and no buckwheat except in winter. They should

have the whole milk in place of curd ; the whey contains a very

important part of the milk, viz., the salts, which are more neces-

sary to health than the curd alone. To cure the complaint, give

a few drops of castor oil frequently, with a few drops of sulphuric

acid in the water, and boiled wheat

—

Selected.

Shoes have lately been manufactured in Gloucester, Mass.,

from the skin of the cusk fish, a member of the cod family.
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THE TAMAQUA COLUMBARIAN SHOW
Seven o'clock a.m., December 12th, 1876.—I departed from

Doylestown in company with my physician ;
(I always take my

doctor with me, might be taken with roup or cholera, you know,)

After a pleasant ride of one hnndred miles in a warm car, the

conductor shouted " Tamaqua," and I stepped upon the platform

to find Messrs. Sliriner and Moore with hands extended to greet

me. Tamaqua is not the loveliest city of the plain, for the

simple reason that there is no plain there. " Hills to the right,

hills to the left." I was informed by a gentlemen of Tamaqua

that the dead were taken up an inclined plain at Mauch Chunk

;

I presume by steam power, and I e.xpect the same thing is done at

Tamaqua. I had hoped to see a funeral while I was there, but

was disappointed. Now, then, what of the exhibition ? It was

held in the same building as last year ; if you were to ask me the

name of the hall, my opinion would be that you were endeavoring

to impose upon good nature. Mauch Chunk and Tamaqua have

some very singular names, and it will not do to trifle with them.

The Columbarian part of the show was a grand success. Over one

hundred pair of pigeons were on exhibition, while last year only

fifty pair were sho^vn. Some of the kinds were very good, and

som.e very poor. F. H. Schwartz, of Robesonla, Pa., had a fine

show of Pouters, Black Pied, Blue Pied, and Yellow Pied ; his Red

Pied will not pass muster. One of his Black Pied measured nine-

teen inches, only one-half inch less than the largest Pouter at the

centennial show. Come, friend Schwartz, when I judge y.our

birds next year, I want you to have that extra half-inch, and I

know you will have it. Mr. Schwartz received several first pre-

miums on his Pouters, and well deserved them. Messrs. McKcen

and Hulick of Easton, Pa., had on exhibition a fine collection of

Antwerps, Blue Owls, and Turbits, and some of them were

remarkably fine birds. Mr. C. S. Trexler of Allentown, Pa.,

made a fine show of White Fans, Magpies, Carriers, Duchess,

and Barbs, some of them showing very fine points. Ho re-

ceived the ten dollar special for best display of birds. Mr. 0. D.

Schock of Hamburg, Pa., had very good White Jacobins, Yellow

Fans, and other birds. Mr. Houser of Tamaqua had good Tum-

blers. Taken all in all, the show of pigeons was a good one. Mr.

E. T. Fry invited me to spend an evening at his house, and par-

take of the good things of life. I do not like good thiugs, never

did. Some persons howtver have been heartless enough to say

that I do. However I accepted the invitation, was introduced to

his beautiful wife and his accomplished daughter. When supper

was announced, mj' physician said to me in a side whisper, "Now
my dear Tennent, do try and eat something, if only a cracker.'

Well, when I looked over the table and saw so many good things,

I thought, for once in my life, I will partake of all. I did it, and

my dear friend, Mr. F. will never never know what a moderate

cater I am at home. The evening hours were spent in pleasant

conversation, with music, sweet music by my host's daughter.

Methinks I hear it still. Ten o'clock came and I took my
departure, hoping I may be permitted to meet thtm again in the

sweet by and by. On Thursday afternoon I took my departure

from Tamaqua, When I held out my hand to Graff, the tears

came into his eyes
;
good natured, (sometimes) whole-souled Grafi^,

may you live a thousand years. Shaking hands with Wheatley,

Moore, Shoemaker, Fry, and Houser, the train in waiting I was

off for Doylestown.

TENNENT.

PIGEON PREMIUMS AT MIDDLESEX FAIR.

Pouters.—Red Pied, 1st, W. H. Perkins, Watertown. Black
Pied, 1st, R. H. Justice, Lawrtnce ; 2d and 3d, W. H. Perkins.

BluePicd, Ut, W. H. Perkins. White, 1-t, H. Ramsdell, Natick;

2d, C. E. L. Hayward ; 3d, L. C. Hunt, Sudbury.
Carriers.—Black, 1st, R. H. Justice; 2d, C.E. L. Hayward.

Blue, 1st, L. C. Hunt. Yellow, 1st, R. H. Justice. Red, 1st,

R. H. Justice; 2d, H Ramsdell. White, 1st, H. Ramsdell; 2d,

C. E. L Hayward.
Fdiitnils.—White Crested, 1st and 3d, Laurin Martin, Lowell

;

2d, L. C. Hunt. White Smooth Head, 1st, W. F. Bacon, Lex-
ington; 2d, C. E. L. Hayward; 3d, L. C. Hunt. Black, 1st and
2d, E. H. Moore, Melrose ; 3d W. F. Bacon ; 4ih, D. Frank Ellis.

Red, 1st, E. H. M .ore. Yellow, 1st and 2d, C, E. L. Hayward.
Blue, 1st, W. F. B.icon ; 2d, C. E. L. Hayward.

TilmWers—Almond, 1st, C. E. L. Hayward ; 2d, R. H. Justice.

Beard, 1st, C. E. L. Hayward; 2d, R. H. Justice; 3d, H.
Ramsdell, 4th, D. Frank Ellis. Mottled, 1st, John H. Nichols

;

2d, H. Ramsdell. Kite, 1st, Laurin Martin.

./acoims.—Black, 1st, R. H. Justice ; 2d, C. E. L. Hayward ;

3d, H. Ramsdell. White, 1st and 2d, H. Ramsdell ; 3d, C. E. L.

Hayward. Red, 1st, R. H. Justice; 2d, L. C. Hnnt.
Turliits.—BhAck, 1st, C. E. L. Hayward. Red, 1st, R. H.

Justice.

iVmis—Black, 1st, Laurin Martin; 2d, C. E. L. Hayward.
0,o/s.—White, 1st and 2d, D. Frank Ellis ; 3d, C. E. L. Hay-

ward. Blue, 1st and 3d, Michael Stanton, Lowell ; 2d, D. Frank
Ellis. Red, 1st and 2d, D. Frank Kills. Magpies, Black, Ist,

J. H. Nichols ; 2d, W. F. Bacon; 3d, C. E. L. Hayward. Blue

1st, W. F. Bacon.
iJ.iris.—Black, 1st and 2d, E. H. Moore; 3d, R. H. Justice.

Yellow. 1st, E. II. Moore; 2d, R. H, Justice; 3d, Laurin

Martin.
Swalloii's.—1st, W. F. Bacon : 2d and 3d, C. E. L. Hay-

ward.
Ring Doves.—1st, R. H. Justice ; 2d, C. E. L. Hayward.
Spots— {at and 2d, Michael Stanton; 3d, C. E. L. Hayward.
Trumptlers.— 1st and 2d, W. F. Bacon.

SPECIAL PREMIUMS.

Best collection Pouters, W. H. Perkins. Best collection Car-

riers, R. H. Justice. Best collection Fantails, C. E. L. Hayward.
Best collection Jacobins, Henry Ramsdell. Best collection Owls,

D. Frank Ellis.

HOMING ANTWERPS AS OCEAN MESSENGERS.
I have read a great many articles on the Antwerp Carrier Pig-

eon but do not call to mind one advocating the use of these birds

as messengers on our ocean steamers. Several steamers are now

from three to six days overdue, and it must cause a great deal of

anxiety to persons having friends on board of any of them. This

anxiety could be relieved and in many cases danger averted by

each Steamship Company having a stud of trained birds, both in

America and Europe, and when a vessel sails she should have

several of these birds from both ports, that in case she is disabled

when within from five hundred to eight hundred miles of land on

either side, the agent of the line can be notified and relief sent.

Let us hear from some of our Antwerp fanciers. barb.

Mr. Wade :

I am much pleased with your Journal, and will try and get

some subscribers for it.

It is just the thing for me. I have made some good exchan-

ges through it. I disposed of all my canaries, with one insertion.

Through it I received some fancy pigeons that I had wanted to

get. I exchanged with a Mr. Green, of West Chester, Pa. He

sent me a nice lot of pigeons. Mr. Cox, of the same place, alto

sent me some very good Pouters.

When friends call and see my pigeons, and ask where I got

them, 1 tell them through The Fancier's Journal. I have

lent them one or two copies, and think I may get some subscrib-

ers. T. H. Hatden.

THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION

Of the New England Poultry club will be held at the City Hall,

Fitchburg, Mass., December 27, 28, and 29, 1876. $1,500 offered

in cash premiums, payable at the close of the exhibition. Ail

premiums will be awarded before the exhibition is opened to the

public. Joseph Mason, Sec'y,

Princeton, Mass.
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TOYS vs. HOMING ANTWERPS.
Mk. EoiTon

:

I noticed in the present number (49) of your Journal, a conn,

municaiion from G. W. A., in which lie ratlier disparages onr Toy

birds. I wonder if he ever undertook to breed a perfect "frill,"

" skull," "gullet," or " ruflle." I hardly think so. If he had he

would know the time, patience, and care it takes to f;et one of

these points. How anxiously we look for a pood skull in an Owl

or Turbit, aye, as anxiously as G. W. A. ever looked for a retuni-

iii<I Antwerp. And we are as willing to take that same perfect

head to our breast, as he is to take his 100-mile oarial bird to his.

Let him once endeavor to breed a perfo-Jt Carrier, Pouter, or

Barb, and he will find more trouble in doing it than he will in

getting a bird of his to " do " 200 miles. Every man to his

choice. G. W. A. prefers, and therefore keeps, Antwcrps, but do

not, my friend, sneer at a " frill" or " ruffle," for be assured that

the owner of the " frill" has worked as hard, and even harder, to

jiroeure that frill, than you have to cover 100 or 150 miles. And

we with our " Toys," have as much pleasure in seeing the grad

ual improvement of our pets as G. W. A. in his.

Apart from the above, there are many (I among the number

V ho have but a short period of each day to devote to their friends,

for they are friends indeed, and who have not the time lo go to

railroad stations to send their birds off, nor the money to pay for

their training. Such as these have to content (?) themselves with

"Toys," and we are contented, aye even happy. And with a

liearty wish for the success of G. W. A's pets, and the hope that

lie will not look down too much on our Toys,

1 remain yours in the fancy, K. E. JoiCE.

THE BALDHEAD AND BEARD PIGEONS

We have this week the pleasure of placing before our readers,

the portraits of two of the prettiest and most interesting varieties

of our Fancy Pigeons—the Short faced Bald and Beard Tum-

blers, two varieties which we have no hesitation in s.aying have

not of late years received that attention and consideration to

which their beauty and merit deservedly entitle them. We very

much question if there is any fancy which possesses greater

attractions and interest for the breeder than the one in question.

A prettier sight we are certain it is impossible to gaze upon, than

a first-class loft of these charming and sprightly little pets, when

the plumage is rich and clean, and the colors of the several varie-

ties evenly represented. In a great measure wo suppose this

a|)parent neglect must be attributed not so much to want o'

appreciation, as it is to the one characteristic which they in

common with all their Short faced brethren more or less partici-

pate in.

In answer to the question often put, " If you admire the varie-

ties so much, why do you not keep them? " the invariable unswer

nearly always comes, " Oh! because they require so much atten-

tion and are so difficult to breed good, even if you can breed

them at all." Now, this difficulty of rearing the progeny of all

tlie Short-faces, as we remarked with regard to the Almond is

more imaginary than real. The impression seems somehow to

have got abroad amongst the fancy of the present day, and

serves to turn in another direction the inclination of many a

fancier, and in nearly every instance without a trial. We
have only emphatically to repeat that this impression is entirely

unfounded, and that if the right system is pursued, the breeding

of Short-fivces is, so far as our experience goes (and it is not in-

considerable), a far easier and more pleasing task than the rearing

of high-class young Carriers and Pouters. Yet how many are

there who persevere in that direction ! We will, however, say a

little more on this point further on, and in the meantime turn to

the primary hject of these notes.

In setting forth the points of the two varieties in question,

their similarity, with one exception, will render only one descrip-

tion necessary. As color is in our opinion the most important

properly, we will commence by remarking that the standards are

TIIK BUAKD.

red, yellow, black, blue, and silver, the latter two possessing

the black bar common to all their brethren of these colors.

Hichness and depth of color are essential features, and more par-

ticularly is this so in reference to the three first-mentioned. To

obtain this with the correct marking will be found a task of no

easy accomplishment. The eye should be white, or what is

termed the " pearl eye," bright and full. In structure the birds

should be as small as possible, compact, and short in the body,

flights, and tail ; the legs short, and the feet small and neat.

Kcgarding the shape of the head we have a word or two to say,

merely by way of suggestion. As in all Tumblers, it should be

as round as possible, with a short, fine, and straight beak. We
must confess, however, that it is a matter of surprise to ns that

no ardent enterprising lover of the Bald and Beard has endeav-

ored to place upon them the broad and lofty sk ill ot ttie Almond;

That it would enhance their beauty and value we think no one

will deny. In this direction we think there is ample scope for

improvement; but fanciers of late years do not seem to hold this

opinion, very little, if anything, having been done by them to

improve the varieties in this particular, or, perhaps, we might

also add in any other. Small and beautiful enough in color and

marking we do frequently see them, but in every other respect

they are merely their longer and larger confreres repeated. The

answer may, and no doubt will be made, that all this is very fine,

and very much more easily talked about than done. But has it

not been done wi;h the Almond by our fathers ? Why cannot we

repeat it in the Short faced Bald and Beard. Surely we must not

conclude that there are not as much ability and zeal in the fancy

now as there was fi fly or one hundred years ago. Veterans tell

us so, but we will not believe it, nor that the birds of their youth

far excelled anything of the present day.

And now as to the markings. The body should be selfcolored ;

the first ten flight feathers in each wing, together with the rump,

tail, belly, and thighs, of a pure white, as shown in the portraits.

And here the similarity in the two varieties terminates and the

distinctive characteristic steps in which gives to each its name.

The head of the Baldhead, as far down as the ear and just under

the lower jaw, should be white ; the line of demarkation being
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clearly and evenly dcfineil, or, as it is termed by fanciers, they

inujt be " clean cut." The head of the Beard is the same coloras

the body, but it should have a crescent-shaped band, or beard like

marking, of white feathers on the throat immediately under the

lower mandible, as will also be seen in the admirable sketch,

which we think fanciers generally will agree with us equals, if not

excels, any former |)ruduction from the pencil of our able and
esteemed Secretary, Mr. J. \V. Ludlow.

We have now, we think, said all that is necessary to lead to a

right judgment in reference to the varieties before us, but by way
of conclusion we think a few remarks in reference to Shortfaced

breeding will neither be unacceptable nor out of place. As far as

regards the Bald and Beard in particular, there is no doubt but

they are much better nurses than the Almond and other Short-

faces, as in many instances we have known to them rear their own
progeny strong and well. They are not, however, to be depended

U|)on even in the most favorable weather—it is, in fact, the excep

tion and not the rule ; so that if any thing like success is to be

achieved a staff of nurses is au esseniial requirement, as, in fact,

it is to every breeder of high-class birds.

For this purpose none are belter than the flying or common
Bahlheads. We do not allude to the excessively long-faced

birds, but to a medium between them and the Short-faces, known
as " pleasant-faced" birds.

All ihat is necessary in reference to nests, hatching, shifting,

&c., was fully explained in our article upon the Almond; it is,

tlicrefore, unnecessary to repeat it here. What we more particu-

larly wish to say at present is upon a most important and neglect-

ed feature in connection with Pigeon-breeding, the providing of

proper accommodation for the nurses or feeders. The common
notion is that any out-ofthe-way hole or corner is quite good
enough for them. Their requirements are generally the last to be

attended to either as regards cleanliness or food, whereas common
sense ought to make it apparent that the very opposite treatment

The Baldhead

shoull be their l)t The wiimest driest and most comf itible

pouion of the loftshonld be set apart for them ; and if convenient
they should he allowed full liberty in the open air, the benefit of

which will soon be perceptible in the manner in which the im-

])ortant f'unciious allotted to them are discharged. A hopper of

vetches and a constant supply of pure fresh water should always
be at their command. Our experience is, that by keeping them
to one kind of grain they feed better and keep their young better

supplied than by feeding in any other way, and no food is more
wholesome or more suitable for Sliort-faces than tares. In our
own lofts on this principle the death of a young one is a rare oc-

currence, and then it is from no neglect of the nurses ; on the con
itrary, many of them are constantly raising three and even four

young ones, and alw.ays in the kindest possible manner. But for

the pens such a loft should be provided wi>h. They should be

2 feet in height and length, 18 inches deep. Half the front, as

shown in the diagram, is closed with a board or blind, and the

other half with a wiclcet or wire gate. Inside from the blind to

the back is fixed a shelf 1 foot from the floor and the same width,
on to which opens through the blind a small door for the egress

and ingress of the birds, with a ledge for tliem to alight upon. Ou
the shelf is placed the nest-pan, and as soon as the old birds are

ready to lay again, it should be shifted with the young to the floor

beneath, and a clean one substituted.

The advantage of the above jilan

must be apparent at a glance. The
young birds cannot disturb the old

birds while sitting, it puts them entire-

ly out of danger when they begin to

have the nest, causes them to learn to

feed themselves early, so that when
they are able to ascend to the shelf they

are ready for removal to tlie general

loft. These pens have, among many
other advantages, those of being readily

and thoroughly cleaned, they give the

loft a neat and uniform appearance, and

in every way add to the pleasure of the

fancier in ways unnecessary to detail.

Notwithstanding that we have never

seen these pens in use in any other loft, we wish to claim nothing

original or novel in their production. It is possible that they may
be in use in many breeding establishments ; but for those who
have not adopted them, and want to be successful Pigeon breed-

ers, especially of Short-faces, we have only to say, "Try them and

you will not bo disappointed in the result."

—

Journal of Horti-

culture.

PIGEONS.
Concluded from Page 536.

In 1825, the Society of Amateurs at Antwerp sent ninety

Carriers to Paris, to fly for a jirize. They were started from the

French capital at seven in the morning, and by noon of the same

day, thirteen of them had reached home. The first arrived at

half past eleven o'clock. One of the Flemish breed, turned off

after the fight for the championship, at Warwick, by Harry Eng-

land, of tlic Green Man Inn, Kent Road, performed the ninety-

two miles in three hours and thirty minutes. Mr. Atwood made

a bet of one hundred sovereigns, that lie would fly si.x pigeons

from the high ground near Crostwick, in Norfolk, one hundred

and fourteen miles, and that one should arrive at his loft, in the

Sanctuary, St. George's Fields, within four hours and a half.

The other part of the match was, fifty pounds, that the second

bird would not be at home in five Iiours and a half, and a like

sum that the third would not in seven hours. The event proved

as follows :—the first bird was at the end of his flight in twelve

minutes within the given time, and the second bird arrived within

five hours ; but the others were not heard of during the day.

In July, 18:i8, fifty -six Carriers, brought to London from Liege,

were flown in the neighborhood of Ahlersgate-street, at thirty-

four miirutes past four o'clock, A. m. One of them, called Najio-

leoti, reached its destination, a distance of three hundred miles, at

about tnenty-four minutes past ten o'clock the same morning,
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linving thus nccomplished its journey in five hoiirs and fifty

minutes, wliich is somewhat buyond the speed of the eagle, (a

heavy bird,) and is stated to be about forty-five miles per hour.

The other pigeons followed in succession, and most of them

reached Liege at noon. This is a large city in Westphalia, long

famous for the pigeon fancy. In July, 1829, another prize flight

took place, with forty-two pigeons, between Maestiicht and Lon-

don. The first bird lost by a few minutes, though it traveled at

the rate of forty-five miles per hour.

By what kind of natural qualification birds arc able to explore

their way across such immense distances of land and s:a, seems

to mock all human powers of inquiry ; and granting the accuracy

of ancient relations in respect to the regular and successful use of

pigeons as messengers, it appears to be one of those ancient arts

said to be buried in the grave of time, which has not hitherto

encountered resurrection. The price of a pair of Carriers was

about si.x guineas.

The Carrier Pigeon fancy has never since been so attractive

and prevalent in this country, as it was fifty or sixty years ago.

It revived, but iu a comparatively inconsiderable degree, a few

years since, but at present seems to have suffered a total eclijise.

Men's minds have assumed a direction entirely opposite to that of

sportive amusement; political reform, and redress of ancient

grievances, are now the popular substitute for pigeon flying ; in

course, both the breed and price of Carriers are proportionally

reduced. It is true, pigeon-shooting up the Thames, at Battersca,

lias yet its annual term, but pigeon-shooters, and pigeon-flyersi

have generally been distinct classes.

The following imperfect account of pigeons used and sold from

a Berkshire dove cote, in 1 807, is extracted from the Survey :—147

used in the house, at 5s. per dozen, 3/. Is. 3d.—Sold S.'JO for 10/.

\5s. I0id=\3l. 17s. lid. The dung estimated at one fourth of

their return per annum.

New Gcinea pigeons are said, in some Lady's Voyage to

India, nearly to equal the turkey in size, of a slate color, with a

crest of (lauze feathers some inches high, in the form of a fan .

the iris of the eye bright vermilion.

By my memoranda, in 1801, I observe that sixty-five pairs of

old pigeons, and one hundred and forty squeakers of all sizes,

regularly fed, consumed in one week, five pecks of the smallest

beans, and ten quarts of seeds. The above old stock, without

any young, consumed about half the quantity.

From the same. Fan-tails or Shakers, the head always in

motion, are a beautiful stock, and good breeders, but so stupid

and silly, as scarcely to be capable of taking care of themselves,

or finding their home. Runts, although so much larger, breed

as fast and equally forward as Tumblers. The duration of life

jn the pigeon is said to extend to about twenty years, and it is

deemed full-aged when the wings are full of the quill feathers.

According to 7 and 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, Sect. 33, persons unlaw-

fully killing, wounding, or taking any house-dove or pigeon,

under such circumstances as do not amount to larceny, at com-

mon law, shall forfeit over and above the value of the bird, any

sura not exceeding forty shillings. Occupiers of lands may law-

fully kill pigeons destroying corn.

At the Westminster Court of Eequests, iu February 1829, a

decision was made agairst trapping pigeons, the defendant

being amerced in the price of the pigeons and costs. There is,

however, a by-law among the fancy, that a groat shall redeem a

trapped pigeon. But suppose the stray should be a valuable bird,

worth many pounds ?

The following singular detection of a thief occurred on a late

examination at Queen's Square, Westminster :—Mr Bcpy, in the

Wandsworth Road, had his pigeon-house robbed. A known thief

was stopped on the road with si.x fancy pigeous in his possession,

by Sergeant Reardou of the police, and taken before the magis-

trates, but no erideuce appearing against him, ho was discharged,

and suH'cn d to take away the liirds, which he claimed as having

purchased ihcm. Cooper, an officer of the court, being somewhat

up to the pigeon f;incy, and seeing them above the common sort,

purchased them, and very commendably determined to find out

the real owner, which he effected in the following ingenious mode.

Selecting a fine bald-head, he attached a note to its foot, with his

address, and then threw up the pigeon, which instantly flew to its

own home, and was recovered by its owner, who returned it to

Cooper, making him a present of the half dozen as a reward for

his sagacity.

On conclusion of the subjects of the feathered race, I have a few

notes to make relative to the viiitsiiN which infest the country,

and are unavoidably so destructive to the eggs and young of

game, and occasionally to those of domestic poultry. These are

too well known to need much attention here, as to their names or

description, viz., the stoat, polecat, weasel, martin, cat ; together

with most birds of prey, and reptiles, the snake, adder and viper ;

for iu various e.xaminations in former days, it appeared to me,

that there is a specific difference between the two latter, particu.

larly in size and length, and the colors of the belly. Such ani-

mals, however, it would seem, thrrc necessarily must be, for

though wolves, in old time, were finally and ccniplctely txteruii-

nated in this country, a similar end appears not to be attainable

with respect to the minor breeds of depredators. Our only le-

source then, and it ought to be established as a general rule, is to

reduce their numliers by constant unceasing periodical attacks;

for if these, however immediately effective (to refer particularly

to the rat) should be, as is too usually the case, subsequently

neglected, a temporary advantage only is obtained, and a too

numerous breeding stock left. Such was the sound advice given

in a Pamphlet published many years since, intituled, " Mulium

iu Parvo, or every man his own Vermin Killer." The best

means to the above ends, are keeping vermin curs and ferrets, and

when poison is used, arsenic is to be preferred as certain without

deception. A few grains of this are mixed with any article known

to be attractive to the vermin, intended to be destroyed. From
its known danger, poison ought to be the ultimate remedy em-

ployed. Trapping is a sort of retail method, to be managed by

the initiated in that practice. The best vermin dogs, those also

watch-dogs, the tongues of which when alarmed, nothing could

still, were those I had during my former residence on Sudbury

Green, Harrow on the Hill, and at that period, a very distant one

indeed, there was an extensive breed of them in the vicinity.

The rat must certainly he looked upon to be the heaviest and

most expensive depredator, as subsisting on corn, particularly on

wheat. Should a farmer catch two or three rats, and board them dur-

ing a week or two upon wheat, taking account of the quantity con-

sumed, with the probability that it would be much more were the

rats at large, he might gain intelligence worth knowing, granting

he made good use of it, and would thence take the advice given

in the New Farmers' Calendar, to have a perpetual periodical

rat hunt, the periods never being too distant. The following ex-

ample of the Proprietors of the St. Catherine's Docks, London,

is indeed a shining and a radical one. I learnt from a well-in-

formed person, who is often in the vicinity, that some hundreds of

cats are kept in the Docks, to destroy the rats, which previously to

this mode of insurance, made havoc amongst the sugars there

deposited, to a vast annual amount. The annual expense of this

plan is ^104. The cats' meat is bought by contract, and two

men are allowed to attend and feed them. They are fed in the

morning at six, and in the evening at nine o'clock. A Projuie-

tor, it .seems, some time since, took a fancy to one of the ca's, a

great beauty and famous vermin-killer, and would have it, much

against the inclination of the attendants. It was accordingly

trapped ; and the gcutlcman himself undertaking the j-.eriloHS
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attempt to lay hold and release it, the cat flew at him most fero-

ciously, inflicliog very severe wounds on his face, and then

escaped.

PLANT FOOD-MEAGRIMS IN PIGEONS.

J. M. Wade :—Am sorry you areohliged to change theJciirnai

into a monthly, for I always note its appearance with interest,

and from it I have received a number of useful hints in pigeon

culture.

While writing, if I don't occupy too much of your time, I may
speak of the successful employment of a Journal recommendation,

viz.: making a water solution of pigeon dung for potted plants.

We have used it on the most delicate plants, ferns, exotics, &c.

Two or three applications twice or thrice a year works wonders.

Every one said " it's too strong, you'll kill your flowers !" We
didn't . The quality is H spadefuls of pure dry pigeon dung to a

bucket of water.

In the Journal, I have noticed inquiries as to the cause of

" meagrims" in pigeons. I think I, or rather my brother and self

being both Doctors, have found the cause. In my box there were

two cases; we made dissections, and found a tumor on the brain.

We know that such a tumor would produce symptoms similar to

"meagrims." Understand we don't feel sure for we have not in-

vestigated cases enough. If I obtain more opportunities, and find

the same tumor, I will feel sure, and will let you know.

To help you keep up a weekly, here is a new subscription, to

commence Jan 1, '77. Ciielton.

MATING.

I have two cock Fans that lost their mates, they seemed to

sympathize with each other, and went together as a pair. At
last they took a female to their box, and the three kept together.

I took one male and put wiih another female, confined them for

awhile, but as soon as let loose, the three would get together

again.

If I take the female away they get another, and all seem to

agree; but they will not agree to a second female coming into

their house. I have been a long time trying to have each male

take a female, but do not succeed. I have turned one out loose,

to find him a mate outside of the loft, and have turned the

pair, or one male and the female out, and put in a female or

two for the other. But to no purpose, they try to get together,

they coo to each other, and will not settle down to nest.

T. H. H.

THE FANTAIL.

clip from the Journal of Horliculture the following, having

to the Fantail article we published in No. 47. After enu-

mering the many points good birds of this breed ought to possess,

the printer leaves out one of the most important, that of size.

As regards this, they cannot be too small ; and I disagree with the

writer as to their being hardy birds, as the finer the quality the

more tender they are. As we are referred to the illustration, it is

full of errors. The head is far too round, it ought to be long,

and the neck about half the thickness at the part where the head

is set on. As the body is in profile, and the tail more than three

quarter view, it is twisted—a grave fault in a Fantail. Taking

it altogether, I should consider the bird figured exceedingly

coarse, and of but little value. The number of feathers in the

tail of a high-bred small Fantail seldom exceeds thirty-two.

The shaking of the neck is a point, and is indispensable. Why
should Blacks, Blues and Silvers have pearl eyes, and Yellows

and Keds be doubtful 1 What is right for one is right for the

other, at least so says

—

Pkizetakek.

Fy\|viiLi;Vf^ Science.

Contrihxitions to this department respectfully solicitedfrom all.

For the Fanciers' Journal.

THE WOOD ROBIN.
Turdus miisielinus, Gmelin.

BY THOMAS G. GENTRY.

This rather homely hut attractive species, seldom revisits the

scenes of past association until spring has spread her mantle of

verdure ever Nature's form, and gemmed it with many a star of

Flora's makingr Unlike its nearest congener, the plain and

Quaker-breasted robin, it is a rather late comer ; scarcely daring

to venture from the sunny South until the season has re-asserted

her full supremacy. In the latitude of Philadelphia, the last

week of April or the beginning of May marks its coming; when
from the tallest tree-tops, long before the first approaching beams

of light .announce the advent of old So! in the East, are heard

his mellifluous, gushing, tinkling notes. As night approaches,

the same delicious music is again begun, and continued for more

than an hour, with scarce an intermission. It is the males who
are thus occupied; doubiless wiih the view of attracting their

sweethearts, in their ariival from their farofF southern home; for

it must be remembered that the latter succeed the former by sev-

eral days. After mating is accomplished, their song measurably

diminishes.

Notwithstanding much has been said concerning the shy and

retired nature of this Thrush by leading ornithologists, in-

stances are recorded in the work entitled the " Birds of North

America," where considerable confidence has been shown in man,

as evidenced by breeding operations having been performed in

close proximity to his habitation. I have noticed, during several

years past, that there is a greater predilection for such localities

than fur more sequestered situations. With the progression of

time, a pre eminently more social and trustful disposition will be

acquired ; the current of events tending in this direction. This

statement should not be accepted, however, without certain qual-

ifications. A relapse into our former condition of inhumanity

towards the feathered creation, and the falling into desuetude ot

wise and salutary laws, may, and surely will, alter this happy

condition of aifairs, and drive from our midst these joyful song-

sters in which we so much delight. In thickly-wooded regions

where the species has not had a foretaste of man's association,

and the pleasures arising therefrom, there still prevails the old

feeling of shyness and distrust.

Besides the occupancy of man's domains, the depths of dense

forests, the outskirts of thickets, and the borders of waste fields,

are famous places of resort. I have never known individuals to

build in " low damp ibrests, shaded by large trees," as affirmed

by Dr. Brewer.

The movements of the Wood Robin, while on the wing, are

decidedly more graceful, but less sustained than those of the

Kobin. When foraging for food, much of its time is spent upon

the ground, where it destroys immense numbers of beetles and

orthopters; some of which are very destructive to the roots of

our grasses and other plants, as well as to the tops of the same.

As the season advances, its habits become more arboreal. Divers

caterpillars and berries are now eaten with a gusto. But did it

confine its attention to such diet, verily would it be pronounced

an unmixed good. But, alas ! like its near cousin before-men-

tioned, it visits our orchards with their delicate blooming, not

more for the "caitift" wretches" that lurk in the cherry and

apple blossoms, than for t!ie succulent ovaries and tender stamens

themselves. Not satisfied with the wanton destruction thus com-

mitted, as if to detract still further from its good reputation, it
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pilfers the juicy cherry, which it riclily estcetr.s; and ovea dares

to intrude its presence into forbidden grounds, to pluck the melt-

ing and delicately-flavored strawberry. This is not to be won-

dered at. In its wild native haunts, it doubtless acquired a pas-

sion for this favored berry; and who can, with a particle of

sympathy in his bosom, justly censure a creature so low in the

scale of reason and intelligence, when measured by the human

standard, for obeying the irresistible instincts of its being 1 The

berries of the wild Rubus, Red Cedar, and common Juniper, are

dainty viands. When pressed by hunger, the seeds of many of

our commonest weeds and grasses are greedily eaten. Besides

relieving man of many of his most inveterate dipterous torment-

ors—the blood-thirsty stomoxijs of our stables, and in the shai^pin-

ing and piping mosquito—hosts of sugar-loving ants, and vegeta-

bloealing caterpillars, meet at its hands an untimely death. I

might instance the destructive Canker-worms which commit such

untold ravages upon the fruits of the apple, gooseberry, and

other plants; the cabbage-loving leulias, and the smooth, naked,

and loathsome spindle-worm. For the manifold good which it

thus accomplishes, we should willingly draw a veil over its evil

traits, and not begrudge a juicy berry when we have enough,

and some to spare.

Having devoted considerable space to a few of the many arti-

cles which constitute the bill of fare of this Thrush, I now ap-

proach that part of our sketch which will have more of interest

to persons of delicate nerves and refined tastes ; for, bear in mind

the barest mention of a worm or caterpillar, is apt to cause a

thrill of horror to pervade the frames of such beings.

After a brief but eventful courtsliip, the male succeeds in re-

gaining and strengthening the plighted love of by-gone days.

With the partner of his choice by his side, and his spirits all

aglow with hope and joy, he leads the way to a neighboring

copse, or, maybe, to a beautiful lawn surrounding the palatial

residence of opulence, where the happy pair, with a due degree

of diligence, endeavor to discover a suitable ])lace wherein to

build a home. The wished-for spot being at length found, after

a brief consultation, they immediately set themselves to work.

The nest, according to my experience, is generally placed upon

a horizontal branch ; but not unfrequently, within the crotch of

certain species of Pinus, at a height of less than ten feet above

the ground ; very rarely at an elevation of fifteen feet.

The typical nest is said to be composed of decayed leaves,

closely aggregated while in a moist stale, which on drying, cause

the fabric to become very firm and compact; thus presenting a

semblance to pasteboard that has been soaked, and thoroughly

compressed and desiccated. A few dried sticks intermingle there-

with, and seem to strengthen it. The. interior is lined with fine

roots and grasses. A layer of mud occasionally replaces the

dried unpasted leaves.

Several careful analyses which I have made, satisfy me that

the above description which is substantially that given by Dr.

Brewer, in the work above referred to, needs some modification,

at least so far as this latitude is concerned. My dissections

clearly show that a normal structure is composed of a basal layer

of leaves, chiefly of the oak and beech, rather loosely aggregated,

and increasing very gradually in compactness towards the center;

these leaves are secured in a partially hemispherical position hy
small twigs, which serve to strengthen the structure. Surmount-

ing this, is a superstructure of decaying plant-stems, decayed bits

of pine-wood, and a modicum of mud ; the whole is carefully lined

with small roots, most intricately adjusted.

The surroundings of this Thrush sometimes determine a

marked deviation from the typical structure. In a nest before

me, which was placed upon a horizontal branch of a species of

pine that grew by the side of a carringe-drive, which was the

scene of much daily travel, the internal, parchment-like arrange-

ment is wanting. The outside is built of the dried leaves of the

oak and beech, the inner bark of trees, and largely of the leaves

of grasses; fragments of paper constitute an occasional feature.

Within is a dense lining of small roots and grasses.

In huilding, the birds labor with a perseverance and a will,

until the nest reaches completion, which requires a period rang-

ing from five to six d.ays. The period of incubation, which occurs

not later than the 1 2th of May, continues for thirteen days.

The brunt of the task devolves exclusively upon the female,

while the male, like a faithful and devoted husband, meanwhile

attends to her appetitive wants.

The young are the objects of the deepest parental solicitude.

Both parents vie with each other in untiring and unremitting

attentions. Their food consists of earth-worms, diptera, and

various coleopterous and lepidopterous larva;, which are substi-

tuted for beetles and moths, when such articles are adapted to

their age and condition. The cherry, strawberry, and the several

wild blackberries, are esteemed dainty luxuries. To enumerate

the various articles, both vegetal and animal, that contribute to

their subsistence, would be highly irrelevant to our present

purpose.

When the nest is assailed by human or other foes, the parents

exert themselves to the utmost to infuse a feeling of fear into the

assailants, by vigorous cries and menacing gestures.

This species is single-brooded. Nests with eggs have been

taken by the writer as late as the 15th of July, which were doubt-

less the labors of birds whose early efforts had been frustrated.

The eggs are usually four in number. In some instances, but

three have been observed. They are of a deep blue color, with

sufficient yellow to impart a greenish tinge, and have an average

measurement of .99 by .75 of an inch.

Its melody is one of its most pleasing characteristics, and pos-

sesses remarkable power and sweetness. No lover of sweet

sounds can fail to appreciate it, and having ascertained whence it

emanates, can fail to recognize it when heard again. It consists

of several parts ; each succeeding strain being more pleasing

than the preceding. The conclusion may be likened to the tink-

ling of a small bell. The following syllables will give my read-

ers a pretty accurate idea of its syllabic language : hi-kike-wtl-

dh ice, ke-wil dh-tuvi, tioitifci-Jce ivtl-ah-tivnu, ke-wil-aJi-tee, ke-wil-

ah-tiiii, tur kwitlah. The ordinary call-note is trvvH-ku-kU pro-

nounced very quickly and sharply.

This species remains with us, often as late as the 15th of No-

vember, when the season is remarkably propitious; when it

returns to Central America, the home of its winter diversions.

Its departure seems to be regulated by the scarcity or abundance

of appropriate food-stuffs. For some time before it bids an adieu

to its northern home, the woods and vales around are made to

ring with its mellow tinkling notes, during the morning and

evening twilights.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

FIRST EXPERIENCE IN SAILING.

Those who have experienced the pleasure of sailing in a skifF,

under favorable circumstances well know what a delightful and

exhilerating enjoyment it is. How pleasant to go bonnding over

the waves, before a stiflP breeze, watching the spray dashing over

the gunwale, and sparkling in the sunlight like a myriad of dia-

monds ; while a gay party of young ladies and gentlemen lounge

back in the stern seat, laughing and joking, and adding life and

pleasure to the scene.

I had enjoyed such excursions several times, but I was not satis-

fied ; I wanted to be more than an ordinary passenger ; I wanted

to be captain myself. I wanted to be alone, where I could steer

my own liltle craft, and joyously sing "A life on the Ocean

Wave," and imagine myself on the briny deep, and have no one
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^0 l.iug'h at me. An opportunity soon offered itself. One day a

gentleman was landed on the wharf near our house, and wished to

get to his home on the opposite side of the river. I ventured to

suggest that I would take him over, if we could obtain a boat.

This we soon did, and in the space of half an hour, he was s.-ifely

landed on his own shore, a distance of nearly two miles, he taking

charge of the craft on the way over. It did not exactly corres-

pond with my "beau ideal" of a boat, as it was a flat bottomed,

rickety-looking, leaky affair, and carried one leg of mutton sail,

which was a great deal too large for it, making it decidedly top-

heavy, while the center board hadn't the least iu'Jination to stay

where it was put, but would continually rise, and allow the boat

to make considerable leeway. The tiller was exceedingly long so

that I was compelled either to get up and step over it, or crawl

under it to the opposite side, whenever I tacked (which, I may
mention, was very often). And to crown all, it commenced to

rain, just as I left the shore; a disagreeable drizzle. As soon as

the sail became wet it stretched to such an extent, that I h.id to

lift the boom over the stern board every time I " went about." I

jammed my hat over my ears, and sit down in the stern, taking

the tiller in one hand, and the sheet in the other, feeling just a lit-

tle concerned, as to whether I should succeed in reaching the other

shore or not. When I judged it necessary to tack, the first thing

to be done was to step over, or crawl under, the tiller, then to lift

the end of the boom over my head, by which operation (tried only

once) it became detached from the m.ast, and swung about as

though it was distracted, placing me in imminent danger of lieing

upset at any moment. Leaving the tiller and sheet to themselves,

I rushed forward and fastened the boom back to the stern again,

when the center-board " riz," and once more leaving the tiller,

caught my foot in the sheet, stumbled and fell flat into the dirty

water which covered the bottom of the boat. Smelling considera-

ble fishy when I arose, I fixed the center-board, and discovered-

that the boat had swung around head to the wind, and was sailing

hachu-ard. I was wet through to the skin, sailing backwards down
stream, and for the last two hours had been jumping around like a

madman, endeavoring to reach the opposite shore. I didn't sing

"A life on the Ocean Wave," I didnt think of singing it. I only

thought of the legend of the " Flying Dutchman," and of my din-

ner. This was getting monotonous. I would have unstopped the

mast and rowed over, but was afraid I would drop it and capsize

the " ship," and if I attempted to row with that sail up, a flaw of

wind would have done the business surely. I sat down and won-

dered if anybody else had ever been in such a "fix," and felt as

mad and hungrj' as I did.

Suddenly some one called, " Hello !" Looking up, I discovered

a skiff approaching me, in which were a couple of friends. "Hello,

yourself!" "What are yon doing'?" "Nothing." "Halhai
Wait till I come over to you." Coming alongside, one of them

jumped in, and after I had told him of my troubles, laughed, and

giving me directions, soon brought the boat to land. Suffice to

say that it was a long time before I heard the last of that boat

ride. H. A. S.

naturalists' DIKECTORT.

Mr. S. E. Cassino of S'lem, Mass., is preparing for the press

a Directory of Naturalists, and will be pleased to receive the

name and address of every Naturalist who may see this notice.

Give name and address distinctly, and what special line of study

you arc interested in.

An Liimense Eel, measuring four feet eight inches in length,

fifteen inches in diameter, and weighing seventeen pounds, was

caught on Wednesday of last week, on the " Moss " fishing

ground, about two and a half miles south of Fisher's Island.

WATERING "WINDOW-PLANTS.
There is nothing that seems to bother more those who would

grow window-flowers, than how often to water them. It is an ex-

ceedingly simple thing to those wlio have had experience
;

though so mysterious a thing to those who have had none. When
the skilled gardener is a-ked for advice he says, "water only

when the plants need it ;
" but this tells the inquirer nothing.

There still remains to be understood how to tell when plants need

water.

After all, this is a species of knowledge that cannot be well

taught by another. It has to be learned from experience. The
good plant cultivator tolls from the color of the earth; but even

this is a relative term. There is dark soil and there is light soil •

but all soils are darker when they are wet that when dry. One
can soon learn this by experimenting a little ; and can soon tell

whether the earth is dry or wet by the eye or finger alone. If it

is wetit of course wants no more water; if much lighter than its

usual color, the earth is dry and needs some. It is an exceedingly

simple matter to those who will try to learn ; to those who can-

not learn themselves it is a hopeless task.

There is oue hint that we may give that may be of value. If

the earth never gets dry, the plants arc not in good condition,

something is wrong. It is the active, growing, working roots

that take the moisture out of the earth. It is a sign of good

health for the plant to want frequent watering. As we have al"

ready said the color of the soil, as compared to what it is when
wet, will tell whether it wants water or not.

—

Germanloivn Ttle-

qraph.

Beeswax.—The uses for wax are numerous and important.

Its property of preserving tissues and preventing mold or mil.

dew was well known to the ancients, who used cerecloth for em-

balming, and wax for encaustic painting, as in the wall pictures

of Pompeii. Wax candles and tapers play an important part in

the processions and ceremonies of the Roman Catholic Church.

Wax is used by the manufacturers of glazed, ornamental and wall

papers, and on paper collars and cuffs for polishing the surfaces.

It is used in varnishes and paints and for the "stuffing" of wood

which is to be polished, as for pianos, coach work, fine furniture,

and parquette floors. Electrotypers and plasterers use wax in

forming their moulds. Wax is an important ingredient in pre-

parations for covering surfaces of polished iron and steel to pre-

vent rust. Combined with tallow, it forms the coating for can-

vas and cordage to prevent mildew, as in sails, awning, &c.

Artificial flowers consume much wax, and, despite the intro-

duction of paraffine, ceresin, and mineral wax, its use appears to

be extending. One of the oldest of'its applications is in the laun-

dry, and in polishing wood-work.

The product of wax in the United States is stated to be 20,-

000,000 pounds anunally, and increasing—worth in money at

least $6,000,01)0. Of this about $700,000 worth are exported,

and about ^1,200,000 worth of honey also goes abroad. The total

product of honey and wax is worth at present in the United

States nearly $15,000,000.

The ingenious production of artificial combs, in a machine

recently constructed, that turns out combs with cells rivaling, if

not excelling, the natural product, is an important American

improvement in apiarian culture, which will add largely to the

economy of that industry, yet in its infancy. As the bee is said

to consume three fourths of its time in producing comb at the very

time when the honey harvest is at its best, it is evident that the

invention of artificial combs must be a great economy in collec-

tion aud storing of honey ; but it is not so dear how the stock is

kept up unless man deceives the bee by using "mineral wax" in

the formation ol the artificial comb ; and this wax is not true

wax, but a natural paraffine.

—

American Grocer.
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SpflA^LL PeX DEfA.f^TF'EfJj

{For Fanciers' Journal.)

ARRIVALS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN,

Philadwlphia, for the week, ending Dec. 13, 1876.

1 Snowy Owl {Nijclea nivca). Presented by W. C. Farnsworth,

PliiliuU^lpliia.

1 Virginia Deer (Cervus virginianus). Presented by W. P.

Whitner, Philadi'lphia.

1 Red-tnilcd hawk {Buteo horealis). Presented by J. Richard-

son, Hutland, Vt.

4 Goldfinch mnles. Presented by A. W. Stevenson, Phila.

1 Bald Kagle (Ilnlialus leucocephnhis), and 1 Caracara vulture

(Poli/borus hrasilicnsis). Purchased.

Arthur E. Brown, Gen'l Supt.

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

PETS, AND THE FATE OF SOME OF THEM.
nv nnoK.

No. 5. The Pet Coatimondi (Nasua nasica.)

**Alas I our young afrectious run to waste, or water, but the desert "—Byron.

Once upon a time a jolly Jack tar, on a return voyage from

South America, brought home with him a little " animile," which

he imposed upon a young gentleman, who was a great lover of

all kinds of pets, though not too well posted in Natural History

—

as a regular ant-eater. It was about the size of a young cat

;

was covered with brownish fur on the back, which shaded off into

orange and yellow underneath. It had a long tail, ornamented

with a series of black and yellow rings ; and such a nose I No
one knows what such a nose is, until it has been seen ! The

sailors on the vessel in which it came, called it " Nosie," for

want of any other name, but science had already named the

animal "Nasua," which in a matter-of-fact way means just

" nosie," or the animal with a

—

nose.

The gentleman was soon informed that Nosie was no ant-cater

at all, but a pretty little coatimondi of the female persuasion,

nor was he long in discovering that she was well-named by both

sailors and naturalists, for her nose was at once into every-

thing, and she had not been in his house twenty-four hours,

before the idea became general that " Nosie's nose knows too

much." Insatiably inquisitive, she one day raised the lid of a

pot which was full of boiling water, having just been lifted from

the fire. The escape of hot steam made the attempt a sudden

failure. The next moment her prehensile nose had pried up the

lid of the knife-box, and she was handling the crntents in happy

ignorance of the warning, "beware of edge tools." Indeed, Nosie's

curiosity was equal to that of the most inquisitive monkey.

Everything hollow was particularly attractive; as for instance, a

sleighbell ; but being unable to get her nose or paws in its little

aperture, the clatter within set her wild with excitement, and

then would follow a most desperate attack upon the offending

tintinnabulator with her teeth. When she found this wa^ futile

she gave it up and seized upon the dinner ringer, which in turn

was abandoned in disgust, because she could not detach the clap-

per! Her attack next day was upon a bottle of ammonia, out

of which she soon got the cork, and though some of the house-

hold were near being strangled by the powerful odor, Nosie did

not seem to mind it a jot, and she played with the bottle as

though her nose was proof against scents—of whatever power.

One day a closed tobacco box was given her. Resting it on the

floor between her two paws, she first gave it a genera! inspection,

then nose, claws and teeth went to work with a will ! Round,

over, under, every way was the box turned, but all in vain. She
must have gotten a smell of the weed, so determined did she

seem to have the bo.x open, and at last, in pity at her distress in

not having her curiosity satisfied, her master opened it for her,

when Nosie was at once in a state of ecstatic enjoyment! In

went her long nose among the "fine-cut," and very soon that

wonderful smeller of hers had separated every fiber of the tobacco,

of which there now appeared to be about treble the actual qnan-

titv, so thoroughly did she stir it up ! Another day Nosie got

hold of a well-used briar-wood pipe, which was rank enough to

" smell to heaven," but for all that, in to its bowl went the ani-

mal's flexible, velvety nose, clear to the bottom ; and without

oH'ensc ! Of course it was not long after Nosie entered the house

before she was, to a certain extent, mistress of it. Chiiming the

largest liberty, she " ran np stairs and down stairs, and in the

lady's chamber." When the sun went down she retired to her

cage, which was always open, and then how she would sleep !

rolled up like a little ball of fur, with nothing on her mind, and

a clear conscience, why should she not sleep ? I wish, friends, we
could all sleep like Nosie—Nosie could not have had a conscience

at all, or she could not have slept in the manner in which she

did!

Endless were the incidents of Nosie's curiosity, but sad to

relate, her nose, like the fatal gift of beauty to woman, was her

ultimate destruction, or like the pitcher to the well, it went once

too often, and thus it was her destroyer. One morning the poor

girl was found dead I A paper of strychnine, supposed to have

been safely placed away, had been hunted out, as a matter of

curiosity. Enough of the poison had been taken by poor Nosie

to send her to the far beyond " where the surges cease to roll,"

even over coatimondis

!

I have heard that the females of m}' friend's family were not

veri/ sorry at the sudden demise of Nosie ! Indeed, some said

that cook knew more about that paper of strychnine than she

chose to tell, but at all events, thus ended the earthly career of

Nosie.

—Sic transit gloria coali-mondi.

CANARY BIRDS.

Now that winter has closed about us and driven us with our

plants in-doors, we would strongly recommend our readers to

drop a few rape seed (which is the dark round seed in the canary

mixture) in their flower pots every few days, when they will soon

appear above the .surface. When the plants are a few days old,

take one or two e;ich morning and give to your canary bird. Do
this regularly and you will be surprised to see how much it will

notice you ; especially if you neglect your duty for evtn a few

moments he will call, and talk to you, until he attracts your atten-

tion. At least this has been my experience for many years. Your

pet will never make a mistake and call the wrong person. Should

you go away from home for a few days, no member of your family

will welcome your return so heartily as your pet canary. Yes,

it is pure selfishness on the part of the bird, but nevertheless vciy

gratifying. Wade.

Which works on Angora or fancy cats are the most reliable

and where can they be obtained I Yours truly,

I. AV. Satpiiin.

" Cats, their points and characteristics," by Gordon iStajiles;

and " The Cat," by Hon, Lady Cust. Por sale by Dean & Row,

London, England.

The latter work we intend to reproduce in the Jodkxal, be-

ginning with No. 1, Vol. 4.

Wheezing in cage birds is not infectious.
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YodfJq pOLKS' CoF^pJE^.

QUEEN CATASAUQUA and THE GIANT HAN-
DENDOCKQUA.

A LEGEND OF THE LEHIGH.

A STORY FOR THE YOUNG FOLKS.

Once upon a time, a long while ago, when the mountains of

the Lehigh were young, there liveil among them a hu^^e giant

named Handendoekqua, who said he was king over them. Far

down in one of the largest of tlie monntains, whose peaks pierced

the sky, was his palace. There he dwelt surrounded hy great fires

which he kept burning to melt all the coal and iron which

abounded there, to produce what he called " Slag," with which

he might cover all his mountains over, so that when the world

should be on fire at the last day, they should not be destroyed
;

there, too, he himself would escape and be the owner of the whole

world, as all but himself and his mountains of the Lehigh, would

be burnt up ! So King Handendoekqua used to go about his

fires, stirring them up, melting great loads of iron and then with

his giant slaves he would carry tons and tons of it out as " slag,"

and cover with it all the mountain sides and tops until it was

piled up hundreds of feet high, for miles aud miles in extent, and

thus they stand even unto this d.ay. You should have seen this

King Handendoekqua ! He was a terrible fellow, and carried a

lighted lamp in his forehead, that he might sec to come and go to

and from his fiery home deep down in the mountains.

Now there lived at this time in the beautiful valley of the

Lehigh a fairy, young and lovely, whose name was Oatasauqua.

Her husband, who was the Fairy-King, and named Tamaqua,
ruled over a neighboring realm, called the Blue Juniata, and

there he spent much o( his time. They had two lovely daughters,

the Princess Catawissa, and Catalpa, or as she was sometimes

called Catawba.—You must know that Queen Catasauqua was

very fond of cats—white cats in particular,— so much so that she

called her two children by names which would remind her of

them, and she would even have dwelt in the Cats-kills by the

side of some roaring cat-aract, but that King Tamaqua desired

she should be Queen of the Lehigh, and in that valley reside.

Now Queen Catasauqua loved the beautiful valley of the

Lehigh, and every spring, taking her daughters, Catawis.=a and

Catalpa with her, she went forth lo decorate her beloved mount-

ains from their bases to their summits with green, and dot them

over with various colored flowers. It was Catawissa's duty, when
her mother had put on the green to spread out the cat-nip

blossoms and other beautiful hill-side blooms, while it was

Catalpa's to hang on her namesake tree its showy sweet-scented

white flowers, violet-tinged, with purple-dotted throats and its

fine, pale green, heart-shaped leaves. Especially was it her duty
to decorate her favorite tree on her birth-day which was the aist

of June.* Now when they all had done their work right

—

when the Fairy Queen had put on the green,—Catawissa, the

flowers of various colors, and Catalpa had garlanded her name-
sakes with their gorgeous blossoms,—oh ! but King Tamaqua
was proud, for oh I the valley of the Lehigh (wliich means the

Fairy's Nest,) was a very Paradise, an Eden of loveliness.

Now all this was before the giant Handendoekqua had made
his appearance on the outside of the mountain with his melted

slag, and one beautiful night, while the Queen, her daughters

and her maidens were having a fairy dance

** All in the moonlight pale "

The giant and his men, each with a fire burning in his forehead,

came forth and began to throw the hot slag on the mountain top.

• On June 21st, the Catalpa is always out in full foliage and flower.

in such abundance that it rolled down the sides cooling as it went,

covering up all the beautiful verdure of Queen Catasauqua, the

sweet-scented flowers of Catawissa, and even causing the blos-

soms of the Catalpa to wither and fall from her heart-leaved tree
;

thereby making a scene like unto Vesuvius after an eruption of

fire, sand, and water ! And still the giant and his Cyclopean
band kept pouring their molten "slag" upon the mountain-
top, until it ran down in red-hot sti-eams, never cooling until it

plunged hissing into the blue waters of the Lehigh. In vain

Queen Catasauqua first commanded, then implored; in vain the

beautiful Catawissa wrung her tiny hands ; in vain the delicate

Catalpa in sweetest tones begged that her namesake-blossoms

might be spared ; all in vain ! the giant continued pouring out

his red-hot iron which still rolled down hissing into the waters of

the Lehigh.

Plunged into despair. Queen Catasauqua now determined to

hold a council. King Tamaqua was away on Fai-y-King duty in

the land of the Appalachians,* and she had but to wave her

fairy wand three times to call him home. Soon upon the wing of

a Grand Emperor Butterfly, he came riding up, and when he had

greeted his Queen with a fairy kiss, he enquired why he had in

such earnest haste been summoned to her side, and why she was

'bus preparing to hold a council under a Polyanthust leaf instead

of on the green, among the sweet blossoms, and under the

Catalpns? Then the Queen rehearsed the doings of the giant

Handendoekqua, and how he was going to have the Lehigh valley

with its sky-piereing mountains clothed in slag instead of green,

flowers, and blossoms

!

Very angry then was King Tamaqua, and in his fairy wrath

he said ;
" When I was in the land of the Appalachians, I met

with a brother Fairy-King, who rules among them .and he gave

me a charm which would circumvent and overthrow any giant

who did not reverence and obey the great creator. Now this

Handendoekqua does not love the flowers which the Great Creator

has made, nor does he keep His commandments, nor reverence or

fear Him, or he would not undertake to make fire-proof a mount-

ain, and thus defy the Supreme Being, like those who built the

tower of Babel to prevent the world from being drowned, all of

whom were punished for it by a confusion of tongues. Now this

charm is very simple ; it is but to say whenever I see an evil

giant, doing anything wicked—as this gnome of our mountain is

now, " Feet slip, knees shake, and body tremble, in the name of

the Great Creator," and if the giant is doing wrong, which we

know he is, his feet will slip, his knees will shake, his body

will tremble, and he will die. So fear not my Fairy-Queen, we

will watch for him to-night, and when he and his men come forth

the spell shall be put upon him, and he shall perish ! So (ear not

my Queen."

Now when the council was dissolved, and the night had come,

King Tamaqua, Queen Catasauqua, and the Princesses went

forth. It was a beautiful night, each star was shining on its

throne of blue and gold. No moon was to be seen, for so high

had the giant Handendoekqua piled up the slag on the mountain-

top, that Luna could not rise above it until far into the night.

Soon carne the giant and his attendants forth from their mount-

ain home rolling before them a great hall of slag as tall as them-

selves, cold on the outside, but red hot within, a great egg shell

filled with melted slag, which he was going to break on the top-

most height and send its fiery contents down the mountain side.

Just then King Tamaqua appeared at the foot of the mountain,

and three times waving his magic wand, he cried in his tiny but

clear shrill voice :
" Slip feet, shake knees, and body tremble ir

you love and reverence not the Great Father ! " The giant had

* Alleghany Mountains,

t The Polyanthus bears the largest leaf of any tree in North America.
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now raised his molten egg, holding it in bolh hamis lo a level

wiih his heiid, ready to cast it down, when all at once his feet

liegan to slip, liis knees to shake, liis body to tremble, causing the

gn at ball to fall upon him, and whicli bursting open as it fell,

engulfed him in its molten contents, when all in one red-hot mass

of slag, went crushing down the mountain side, never hailing in

its course until it hissing plunged into the middle of the river

Lchi);li, where in due time it cooled and there lo this day it may

be seen.

Then was there peace in the Fairyland of Lehigh. Again

did the flowers bloom, set in their beds of green, again did the

Catalpa blossoms gladden the eye and fill the air with their sweet

])errunie, and once again the fairies held their court and danced by

the light of the moon, for the great Handeudockqua lay cold in

liis watery bed, all the days of the year, except at each return of

Christmas, when he seems to rise to his feet a giant of ice, formed

by the hand of King Winter out of the dashing waters and

spray which roll up from the obstruction of the huge boulder

which forms his bed. When the spell of King AVinter is broken

by the warm hands of Spring, then down sinks the giant to be

seen no more for another year. Then, as the hands and heart of

Spring grow stronger and warmer, forth go Queen Catasauqua

and her daughters Catawissa and Catalpa to perform their work

of beauty aiid love as in times past, making the valley of Lchigli

to appear in verdure clad, and blooming in all its former glory.

Yet do the waters of the river roll and tumble, dash and roar

against the great boulder of slag, once the mighty and presump-

tuous Giant Handeudockqua.
Gut S. Cutis.

THE FIRESIDE.
It is as the focus of home fellowship and intercourse that we

speak of the fireside—as the spot consecrated to the freest action

and utterance of family sympathies and affections—where conju-

gal, parental, fraternal and filial anxieties, ho|)e3, fears, joys

sorrows, loves, resentments, confessions, forgiveness, are wont to

be exchanged. There is no other place in which can be realized

more thoroughly the weaving into one of several lives, each im-
parting and receiving something from the rest. No other is so

sacred to the memory of those who have been summoned thence

into the wide world, who are, perhaps, afar off, on the sea or

doing their allotted work amongst strangers, or removed to those

more inaccessible shores where "the wicked cease from troubling

and the weary are at rest." Elsewhere the absent may be forgot-

ten, butseldom, fur long together, at the fireside.: It is crowned
Hith associations which touch the heart at some point or otherof
its surface, and make it thrill with aflfectionate emotion, in which
every member of the family gathered around the hearth can take

an appropriate share. No lessons leave a more abiding impres-

sion than tho.se whi( h gently drop into the mind at the fireside.

No fun is more tickling, or leaves behind it less regret. No his-

tory is purer, as a whole, than fireside history, and none lives

longer or more lovingly in remembrance. He who cannot look

forward with yearning desire to fireside enjoyment, as the staple

enjoyment of life, is greatly to be pitied, and, if the cause ba

himself, is greatly to be blamed.

BEGIN AT HOME.

" My daughter keeps my farm accounts, sir, and she is as par-

ticular as ever my son was, who kept them before he left home.
I tell you it does girls" (and he might have .added boys also)
" good to give them some responsibility, and set them to watching
things about the farm .ind household. They learn, I find, econ-

omy by it, and soon discover their father is not necessarily a crab-

bed old curmudgeon because he doesn't loosen his purse-string

whenever they see something they happen to fancy, for they dis-

cover the real reason why the purse should not be opened."
Parents would prove themselves wise if they would oftener take

their daughters into their counsels, and into the management of
their finances. Let daughters learn economy, regularity, order
and the value of money (not so much as a medium of exchange,
but as the foundation of home comfort, as a wage, an income
under parental supervision,) and much of the misery, extrava-
gance, and discouragement of young house-keepers and husbands,
that is the breaking of the first bond of home love, will be
avoided.

"Do I believe in second love? Humph! If a man buys a

a pound of sugar, isn't it sweet? And when it's gone, don't he
want another pound ? and isn't that sweet, too .- Troth, Murphy,
I believe in second love."

(For Fanciers' Journal.)

THE TUSCARORA.

BY T. G. G.

Calm was her course adown the tide

To Mobile's placid bay

;

Bright flashed the gorgeous autumn sun
From drops of azure spray.

Hope beamed from each expectant face,

Joy thrilled each throbbing breast;

For naught arose to break the spell

That charmed the waves to rest.

Her hold with snowy cotton packed
From hills by zephyrs fanned,

Borne by the lusty breeze along.

She sped for Albion's strand ;

Her many thousand looms to feed

With light and lealh'ry foam,
Plucked from the rich and fertile fields

Of freedom's sunny home.

Far out upon the briny deep,

A prey to heavy sea

;

Lashed by the pelting storm and wind
From caverns dark set free

;

With rudder gone, upon the surf
She staggered to and fro.

Like one bereft of reason's power
By an unkindly blow.

In this sad plight, from her mast-head
A signal was displayed

;

Betokening to the passing ship
Her need of friendly aid.

At this dark hour whenall seemed lost,

Some hope-gleams did appear;
For through the black an<l sullen gloom,

A vessel hovered near.

Alas, alas ! Unlucky fate !

Nu aid could she bestow;
For wild and high the billows leaped,

And fierce ihe winds did blow.
Her captain now, a second sign

Flung out 'mid tossing spray;
These pleading words inscribed therein,

" stand by me, I pray."

But all in vain ; the noble ship
Spent by the witli'ring blast,

Down to old Ocean's rocky bed
She slowly sunk at last.

Her captain hold, and half a score

Of sturdy seamen brave,
Soon found beneath the wat'ry waste,

A cold and cheerless grave.

As many more of that sad crew
Were saved the tale to tell.

How through those bitter, bitter scenes.

They bore their fortunes well.

And when the final struggle came,
To part from kindred dear.

They yielded to their cruel fate

With scarce a pang of fear.

But one among that gallant band.
The captain—kind and true,

—

Had left a young and loving spouse,
And tender infant, too;

An old and weather-beaten sire.

And many a faithful friend.

To mourn his dark and luckless fate.

His sad, untimely end.

Now nevermore around the hearth.
That graceful form shall stand,

To listen to hn- loving words,
To press hr tender hand

;

For in those dark and silent halls

Where sea-worms sport and glow.
His lifeless corpse, mayhap, shall sleep.

Till time shall cease to flow.

No marble slab hath he who lies

Beneath the sullen spray
;

Inscribed within the heart, his name
Shall live an endless day

;

For in its halls love's magic wand
Shall rear a lasting bust.

Which shall survive when storied urn
Have crumbled into dust.
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Exchanges.
S^f" AdTcrtisenients under thi.i head of B lines or

40 words, desi-ribinE and offering "for Exchangeonly,"

will be allowed Kt 25 i-ents for eaeh and every insertion,

lor every line extra 10 cents will be charged.

j^-"To Kxchance for Cash," or "Greenbacks,"
" Wanted, a Purchaser," or " Wanted, an Offer," etc.,

etc. , cannot underany circumstance be admitted to the

Exchange or Want column.
;-^ " Enclose stamp fur reply" will not be allowed.

Each and every advertisement mu.st be written on a

separate slip ot paper, and on one side only.

t^" No E.xchauge will be inserted unless accompa-

nied with 25 cents.

BliACK lilST.

John C. Metcalfe, Kingston, Ont., Canada.

C. BOGGS, Moorton, Del., will exchange Dark

Brahma Cockerels for Partridge Cochin Pullets, Ban-

tams, or Pigeons ; also one Aylesbury Drake (Bick-

nell's eggs), for an Aylesbury Duck; also one fine

Partridfo Cnchiu Cockerel, foF an Aylesbury Duck, or

offers. Stock all good. Postal cards answered.

OKIiANDO SEELEY, Box 129, Ithaca, N.
y will exchange B. B. R. Game Bantams, 3 P. C.

Hens, 1 Japanese Silkey Hen, 1 Black Game P.illet,

all bred from the best of stock, lor German Canary

Singers, Black or Blue Pantail Pigeons, or pets of any

kind.

3 J X. KEIil., Franklin, Pa., h.as 1 Cock and 8

Hens, Silver Penciled llamburgs, all extra good birds
;

will give tUe lot for Wrights Illustrated Book of

I'oultry, in good condition, or Single Breech-loading

Shot Gnu, or offers.

D. Z. UVANS, JK., Town Point, Cecil Co
,

Md., has for exchange one A 1 Liver and White Seller,

(hts been gunned over one season with the best re-

sults,) for Lop-eared Rabbits, L. Brahmas, W. C. B.

Polish, Guina Pigs, Pigeons, or offers. Speak quickly.

LiEROt GOODIIN, Kenton, Ohio, has for

exchange three Light Brahma and three Partridge

Cochin Cockerels, for Partridge Cochin or Light Brahma
Pullets. Want nolhiog but first-class stock.

T. H. HAYBEN, West Stafford, Conn, will

ex hnuge 2 males, 1 female Shepherd and Newfound-

land Pups, ,';even weeks old ; also 1 female, 7 months

old. for land or water fowls. IV'rite soon. Letters

preferred.

Wi«. B. HAUKIS, Dodgeville, Wis., willcx-

chan;;.! No 1 lloulans. Black Spani.,ih, or Goldeji

Polands,fora small well-bred English Uesgle Hound
Dog, from 8 mouths to 2 years old. Write, stating age,

height, length of fars, stuck, &c. Postals accepted.

IV. r. BirON, Potsdam, N. Y., will exchange
2 trios White Leghorns, 2 trios D. Brahmas, 4 trios

Hondans, 2 pairs Rouen Ducks, for good Hunting Case
Watch, single Buggy Harness, Buffalo Robes, or pair

Runt Pigeons. My stock is good ; shall expect same.
State price.

W. GliADAV8\,5 KnosPlace, Vine St., west
of 23d St.. Philadelphia, will exchange Blue Ant.rerps,
Carriers, bred from imported stock, for Canaries or

offers. No other live stock wanted.

Itt. BOKEL, 307 N. Eden St , Baltimore, Md.,
will exchange, for Fancy Pigeons, a full set of Tailor's

Patterns, consisting of Sack, Frock, Oversack, Pants,
Vests. These patterns are worth 33100 to any man
that means business.

DANIEL i»IlIII,IiS. Newfleld, N. J,, has one
trio B. Hamburgs, 2 B. Hamburg Cockerels, 1 G. P,

Hamburg Cockerel, 1 G. S. Hamburg Cockerel; all

hatched in .July last from eggs imported from James
Long, England ; also 2 Golden Poland Cockerels, to ex-

change fur Brown Leghorn Pullets. What offers.

BOX '13, Pillow, Pa., will exchange a store of

about S6,000 capital, situated in Uniontown, Dauphin
Co., Pa., with an established trade on cash basis, for a
good Farm that is suitable to raise Poultry.

J. A. L. illDENSIiAVER, Pillow, Pa.,

wants a White Cochin Cock or Cockerel, in exchange
for a new Wheelbarrow, or Hitchcock's analysis of the
Bible.

D. J. STOI.'rZ, Parkers Landing, Pa., will ex-
change two go d Light Brahma Cocks, one year old last

July, our. of premiums and pedigrie stock, for Pit

Game Corks or Stags, or anything useful.

MO>TVlIE POULTRY YARDS, Brook-
landville, Md., has for exchnnge B. B. R. Game Ban-
tams, W. L. Cockerels, 16 choice W. L, Pullets, D. B.

Hen, Gold. P. Hamburg Hen, W. C. B. Poland Cockerels,

for offers.

G. O. BROWN, Brookl,anflville,Md., has a fine

collection of choice Stereoscopic \ iews for exchange.
Make your offers quick. Just the goods for appreciative

presents.

Room. 373 A.sylum St, Hartford, Conn,
exchange 1 White Fox Robe, cost $150, but little used,

for Seal Skiu Sarque, or offers.

J. B., JSt., 719 Ellicott St, Buffalo, N. Y.,

has to exchange 4 Red- Pied Pouter Cocks. 1 pair White
Pouters, 1 Blue, 1 Black I'ied Cocks, and 1 Meal^f Pouter
CocU, lor Pouter Hens, or Blue Kantail liens; Red,
Black, and White Barbs, for Swallows. See wants.

F. A. PENNINGTON, Delaware City, Del.,

will exchange G. S. Hamburgs, No. 1 birds ; 1 Hute,
costSlO; 1 Walnut Mocking Bird Cage, cost $12, for
White Barbs, Red or Blue Fans. Must bo No. 1 birds.

E. M. PE.ASE, 35 Grand St., Ilartftrd. Conn,
wishes to exchange a sec of Key Check Diis, Letle

and Figures, (steel); also good assortment of G.rma
Silver Ivey Checks and Rings, for Leghorns, or a fleet-

wood S roll Saw.

THE WOODBERRY NEWN, published
at Woodberry, Md., will exchange Advertising, for

Chickens, Ducks, Geese, &c., of fancy breeds, or lor

the Eggs of either.

K. PRIES, Sherrills Mount, Iowa, will ex-i

change first premium and pedigree Essex Pigs, fori

other breed, or good Newfoundland and Sheblerta Pup
;

also D. and L. Br.ihmas, premium birdS, for Pigs. Will
warrant all my stock to give satisfaction. Answer
quick.

Book Exchanges.
KnOM. 21, llurlburt Block, Hartford, will cJt^

change " A New Way to Win a Fortune," " A Double
Wedding, or How She Was Won,'' " Ishmael, or in the
Depths," "Self Raised, or Out of the Depths," " llesler

Howard's Temptation,"—all new—for Cray's Manual
of Botany, Works upon Natur.il Science, Stan'laid

Poet.s, or offers. Dinks on the Dog, to exchange for

offers.

¥^
Advertipemeuts under this hfail of 5 lines or 40 words,

describing wh^it is wanted, will be allowed at tweuty-
five cents for each and every iusertion. For every liue

extra 10 cents will be charged.

"Win. SENWKEK. Parker's Landing. Pa., has
to exchange one p»ir t^ilvcr Duckwina Game Fowls,
bred to feather, good birds, one year old lasD Spring,
for offers.

S. <> CHASE, Killingly, Conn., will exchange

one Dew Coninion ISense Family Sewing Machine, one

new German Concertina, twenty ke,>s,andone pair

"White crested Calcuttn Fans, for Buffalo Kobe, Black

I'ans, or offers. Quick, or you lose it.

W. I<. T., Bridgetown, Caroline Co., Md., to

reduce stock, will exchange pair of Cashmere Goats

for Alderney Heifer Calf, or otfers Must be tirst-

class, a-* Goats are; She Goat thought to be in kiiJ.

F'uU description and sample of fleece sent on applica-

tion. All communications answered.

I. W, HAItTMAN, Westcliester, Pa., will ex-

change Blue wing Swallnw;^, FhingAntwerps, Carriers,

white, red, black, &c.. Silver Pouter Cock, Blue Pouter

Cock, Jacobins, Tnrbit llfu, wings and tail black, "and

about 100 others, for good Silver Watch, Commode, or

offers. Send along your postals.

A. J.










