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General Motes on Observations Pertaining to Vasum nuttingi 

1. The Vasum nuttingi is found in water depth ranging from zero, i.a., 

right at. the very edge of the water but not out of the water, to 

as a rule not more than six or eight feet of water. 

2. Ho specimens were ever found on living coral. 

3. The one exception in regard to coral is at Half Moon Bay. The 

specimens themselves were never found on the live coral there hut 

some of the animals were almost completely incrusted with what 

appeared to he a living coral. This coral on soma specimens completely 

covered and hid the shape of the shell with the exception of the 

mouth. The coral was a very light lavender in color when first taken 

from the water. 

4. In some areas or colonies there appeared to be only adult specimens. 

In others only what appeared to be immature specimens were found. 

In most cases the adult specimens outnumber the immature ones con¬ 

siderably. 

5. In every case except one the colonies of Vasum nuttingi were located 

in an area where they were protected from the direct waves from the 

open sea but at the same time they were always located in an area 

where there was considerable circulation of water. As a rule they 

were not found in areas that would be considered sheltered, such as a 

bay. The most sheltered place where specimens were collected was 
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just Inside of the oouch of English Harbor disr@ they were collected 

in very shallow water not exceeding a foot in depth* Their distri* 

but Ion in this particular area as it is in deny of the other areas 

was restricted exactly to the area covered by a particular growth 

on the rocks. This growth is difficult to describe but on the other 

hand is easily recognised once a person has seen it* A very crude 

description of this covering would be a coarse moss of from a half 

inch to an inch and a half long that ranges in color from a grey to 

a brown. Specimens are frequently found partially buried in little 

pockets of loose coral sand that is deposited in crevasses of dead 

coral* On the other hand in sense areas they are collected out in the 

open on top of the rocks but always under water* 

7* Hone of the specimens were apparently traveling when they were 

observed* In moat eases they appear to he at rest among the cover* 

lag previously described or partially covered with sand. 

$• Specimens that are collected and removed from the water frequently 

come partly out of their shells and appear to be quite active. 

9» In areas where only one or two specimens are found it seems that 

they were most often immature and in some cases only immature ones 

were found. 

10. Most collecting areas had a general physical characteristic in that 

the animals were found in fairly shallow water within a short distance 

of the beach among rocks mod dead coral with a higher ridge of rock 
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aad dead eoral between the open sea and the area in which they 

were found. Often a bank of live coral would be located right at 

the edge of the reef and the water quickly dropped off to at 

least twenty-five or thirty feet. In most cases even though the 

Vasum nut ting! were found in shallow water, they were within a 

very short distance generally not to exceed fifty to a hundred 

feet from deep water. 

11. Mi area that needs considerably more investigation is that consist* 

log of the small islands off the northeast coast of £mtigu% in 

particular the windward side of hong Island and Ganna Island* also 

Exchange Island and kittle Exchange, Hellgate, Pelican island and 

Maid Island, This general area has not been investigated but dead 

shells have been picked op that appear to be larger longer than 

those found on the south aide of the island. 


