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Tuz chief contributor to this Volume is the District Compiler,
Mr. F. S. P. Lely, C. S. Mr. Lely has, besides supplying materials
for parts of the Manufacture and Agriculture Sections, prepared
and revised the Description, Capital, Trade Guild, and great part of
the Trade Chapters. Materials collected by the late Surgeon-Major
C. Johnson have been of much use in preparing the Climate and
Health Sections. The Survey and Sub-divisional details have been
supplied by Mr. N. B. Beyts, Superintendent of Survey.

Since the Maps were prepared the official spelling of a few names
has been altered. The changes are in no case so great as to cause
confusion. o

JAMES M. CAMPBELL.
July, 1879.
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AHMEDABAD. 21
Ahmedabad Thermometer Readings, 1838-1848 and 1861-1874.
AVERAGES,
Ymans,
January, May. September, December.
Min. Max.Min. Max.[Min, Max.[Min, Max,
1838 to 1848 ... ..| 65 89 | 81 105 | 77 90 | 58 81
1861 to 1874 ... .| 61 80 | 81 105 | 74 a3 | 62 82

Generally speaking, the climate of the central portions of the
district is more oppressive during the hot season, and at all times
less healthy than along the coast-line or in the north, the coast
benefiting by its nearness to the sea, and the north of the district
by its height above the sea level.

Chapter I.
Description.
Climate.

















































































Chapter 1I.

Population.
Movements
of the people.

[Bombay Gasetteer,
48 DISTRICTS.

and maintain themselves there by begging. In the busy season
(October-May) Bombay and Kéthiéwér traders and merchants are
found at Dholera. Some account of the movements of the labouring,
classesis given under the head Wages ( 80). Besides what is
there stated, the chief movement, one that dates from the 1869
famine, is the inflax of labourers from Mérwér. Bringing their
families with them they are employed on railway works, road-
making, and pond-digging, and still more as reapers in the great
western wheat lands, and as unskilled workers during the cotton
season in Ahmedabad, Viramgém, Dholera, and other centres of
trade. About one-half return before the rains to till their
fields. The rest have settled at Ahmedabad, Viramgém, Méndal
and elsewhere, some of them working as carpenters, smiths, wood-
splitters, and at other crafts. As their caste is hard to tell, both
em}flloyers of labour and other workmen look on these MArvédis
with suspicion. A short time ago all the hands in one of the
Ahmedabad spinning mills struck work on finding out that one of
the Mérvidi workmen was a Dhed who had passed himself off as of
higher caste.





































































































































































































































































































































































































































[Bombay Gasetteay
190 DISTRICTS. -

In 1877, the rainfall of twenty-one inches was short and ill-timed,
The crops suffered considerably and fodder was very scarce. Publis

" health was on the whole The land revenue rose from £142,683

to £143,040 (Rs. 14,26,830-Rs. 14,30,400) ; £205 (Rs. 2050 ) were
remitted, and £414 (Rs. 4140) left outstanding. Indian mille
rapee prices, on account of the famine in the Deccan, rose from fifty
to thirty-two pounds.

During the thirty years ending 1876, population has incressed
from 590,757 to 829,y687 or 40°4g4per cexao ; houses from 212464
to 260,970 or 22'83 per cent ; ploughs from 59,630 to 63,707 o
6'83 per cent ; carts from 18,401 to 22,012 or 19°62 per cant;
while the number of cattle decreased from 505,285 to 466,220 or
7:72 per cent. In these years the land revenue has risen from
£118,708 to £142,683 or 20°19 cent. Eight municipalities,
four dispensaries, and 175 sclools have been established, and 873
miles of road and ninety-three miles of rail have been opened.








































AHMEDABAD. 203

epresents the rental of the lands granted to village headmen
solely on police duties. Cash allowances are, on the other
reated as actual charges and debited to the different heads of
s according to the nature of the allowance. Thus cash grants
ge headmen, except those engaged solely on police duties and
age watch, are included in £16,921 (Rs. 1,69,210), the total
revenue charges; cash grants to non-service claimants are
d in £11,958 (Rs. 1,19,580), the total of allowance and
nent charges; and cash grants to patels emlployed solely on
duties are included in £25,661 2,56,610), the total of

Chapter X.:
Bevenue and
Finanoe.

Balanoe Sheet,
1822-1877.
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Revenue and
Finanoce.

Balance Sheet,
1822-1877,

[Bombay Gasetimr,
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' Ahmedabad Baloas
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Dharam Taldv
Fund,

[(Bombay Gassitosey:

208 DISTRICTS.

At present (1878) an establishment in connection with the Cotton
Frauds Act (Bombay Act VII of 1878) for preventing the adulteration
of cotton is, under the control of the Sollector, maintained at s
total yearly cost of £631 (Rs. 6310). This charge is met from the
Cotton Improvement Fund. The establishment consists of three
sub-inspectors with monthly salaries varying from £12 to £25
(Rs. 120 - Rs. 250) and five messengers.

The Dholera Dharam Taldv Fund managed by the Collector was,
about 1818, raised to secure a supply of water along the road to
Dholera. It has always been supported by voluntary contribations
from the owners of merchandise passing through the town. In
1877-78 its revenue amounted to £1050 (Rs. 10,500).. .
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cent were returned as due to fevers; 1293 or 5:77 per cent to
bowel complaints ; 1003, or 448 per cent to cholera ; 379 or 1'69
per cent to small-pox ; and 4030 or 17°99 per cent to miscellaneous
diseases. Deaths from violence or accidents averaged 277, or 1-24
per cent of the average mortality of the district. During the same
period the number of births is returned at 112,436 souls, of whom
60,292 are entered as male and 52,144 as female children, or an
average yearly birth-rate of 16,062 souls; or, on the basis of the
census figures, a birth-rate of 1°94 per cent of the entire population
of the district.!

1 The figures are incorrect, for while the population of the district is increasing
the returns show a birth-rate less by 6343 than the death-rate. The explanation
probebly is that nearly all the deaths and not nearly all of the births are recorded.

Chapter XIL.
Health.
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