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INTRODUCTION

THE History of the People of Israel as presented by
themselves, — this is the purpose of the present series.
It will be understood that this is something different from
the History of the People of Israel in another sense of
the term: according to which their historical books are
subjected to analysis, with a view to harmonising discrep-
ancies, appraising authorities, filling up gaps from inde-
pendent sources of information, and by a variety of means
arriving at the actual facts and their connections. The
latter is the function of the historical critic. But to ap-
preciate the history of a great people as they themselves
understood it is an interest of universal literature.

It might seem that such a purpose as I have described
is easy of attainment; the Bible, with historical books
extending from Genesis to Chronicles, is in the hands of
all: they have but to read. To readis easy; but to read
with full appreciation is made difficult by certain differ-
ences in the form in which books are presented to the
eye in ancient and in modern literatures. The differ-
ences, it is true, involve no great mystery; they are such
as an intelligent reader can correct for himself. But it
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-8 Introduction

is also true that such mental checking hampers the faculty
of appreciation; books under such circumstances will be
read, but not read with a zest. The constant necessity
of mentally allowing for difference of literary form makes
such reading resemble the use of a microscope with an
imperfectly adjusted focus; by thinking it is possible to
make out what the blurred picture should be, but the
observer’s attention wearies, and all the while a turn or
two of a wheel would give clear vision. To assist such
mental adjustment to the form of biblical literature is the
aim of the Modern Reader’s Bible.

There are three points in which the historical books of
Scripture differ in their outward form from modern his-
tories. One relates to the special matter which, in any
elaborate work of history, is used to supplement the main
narrative, and which a modern book presents in the form
of appendix and notes. Let a reader open a volume of
Hallam. He will find on successive pages three lines,
eight lines, twenty lines, of text in bold type, and below
double columns of closely printed matter, not to speak of
an appendix at the end of the chapter. Let the reader
imagine such notes and appendix introduced into the text
at their proper places, and printed without distinction of
- type: would any one read such a Hallam who was not
compelled? The historical books of the Bible abound in
such special matter — genealogies, statistics, documents —
and in our Bibles there is nothing to separate them from

vi



Introduction 8«

the continuous narrative ; in one important section, if my
analysis is correct, the supplemental matter is three-fourths
of the whole. In the present edition I do not so far break
with the ordinary arrangement as to use the form of notes
and appendix: I make it a principle in no case to disturb
the order of biblical paragraphs. But I have made such
distinctions of type as will be impossible to mistake ; the
reader can, if he is intent on the narrative only, pass over
the subsidiary matter, or he can come to it with the re-
quired change in the character of his attention, and then
resume the narrative without break or confusion.

But the biblical narrative itself is not all of one kind:
distinction must be made between narrative that is historic
and narrative that is epic. To many the term ¢epic’ will
seem strange in such connection: one reader understands
epic as fiction, another associates it with a special branch
of poetry, of which Homer and Virgil are types. Such
limitations of the word are survivals from the narrowness
of early critics, who used the Greek poets as a Procrustean
bed to which the variations of other literatures were to be
adapted. In its essence epic is narrative which appeals —
not, as history, to our sense of information and the con-
nections of things — but to our creative imagination and
the emotions associated with poetry. To such an effect
matter of historic fact, just as much as purely imagi
incident, may lend itself; it is a question of the mox
presentation. Itis true that in Greek and other liter:
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-§ Introduction

epics are usually found to be in verse. But the great
peculiarity of Hebrew among the world languages is the
fact that it bases its verse system upon a thing which also
belongs to prose — the parallelism of sentences; in such a
language prose and verse overlap, and also there is an
overlapping between the literary forms which associate
themselves with prose and verse. It is therefore only
what might be expected when we find that there is no
verse narrative in Scripture, but what of epic there is has
the outer form of prose. When these misunderstandings
are removed, how is it possible to question the epic char-
acter of the great episodes which stand out with such dis-
tinctness from the surrounding history ? To my own
thinking there is no more ideal example of epic story any-
where to be found than the account of Joseph and his
Brethren, with its varied interest of character, of incident,
of picture, and of story movement. Not less ideal is the
Story of the Plagues of Egypt: each incident, as it were,
hewn out of the rock of historic narrative with a few epic
strokes of description, while against the succession of
wonders in the background are ever coming out into
greater relief the contrasted heroic figures of Pharach
with the hardening heart and Moses the deliverer, until
the antagonism clashes in the final catastrophe. Ideal
again, but of a different type of epic, are the
adventures of David under the persecution.of:
yet another type, the long—dra.wr e
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Rebellion. And when we have the giant figure of Elijah,
sole against the organised worship of Baal, must the
heroism cease to be epic simply because it is of a spiritual
order? The counterparts of these stories would in other
literatures have been poems, with matter invented for
literary effect. The Hebrew epics are portions of the
national history, fitted into their proper place in the nar-
rative; and the elasticity of the Hebrew language has
caused them to be attracted to the prose form of the sur-
rounding matter. The literary appreciation of the Bible
will then require a different mental attitude to these dif-
ferent kinds of narrative. The slightest warning of the
difference will be sufficient ; and I have done no more than
separate the epic stories by a title for each.!

There is a third point in which Scripture history needs
adjustment to the outer form of modern books. Even an
essay or a sonnet is improved by being presented in its
true form. History differs from these in being lengthy,
and the mental grasp of the whole is proportionately more
difficult, unless the effort of sustained attention is assisted
by indications of plan, of divisions and connections. The

11t will readily be understood that these two kinds of narrative, so
widely separated in some cases, in others shade off into one another until
a section of 9;)00k partakes of the nature of both. I have had a reason in
", " _, each classification, and sometimes I have stated the
' ary ¢, the slightness of the mode adopted to
4 weassica] effects of a wrong classification
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books of the Bible from Genesis to Chronicles, would make
a work a little longer than that very long book entitled
Greene's Skort History of the English People. In the
work of Greene constant assistance is given by the dispo-
sition of chapters and sections; only to read over the
table of contents gives a clue which will carry the reader
through the intricacies of the whole. How far the orig-
inal writers or arrangers of biblical history were from the
thought of such assistance, is well seen in the fact that
the titles in the Hebrew Bible to the books of the Penta-
teuch are simply the first words of each. In the English
Bible the titles of the books, mostly from the Septuagint,
are fairly descriptive of the matter; but they contain no
suggestion of the relation of each to the whole, and there
is a total absence of larger groupings. In the present
edition I have ventured, discarding all other divisions,
whether of verses, chapters, or books, to arrange in what
seem natural and logical sections, and indicate by a title
the relation of each part to the whole.

The portion of the Bible devoted to history seems to
present a singularly clear historic whole; clear, not through
a unity of plan laid down by a single writer, but through
the sheer force of national consciousness animating each
annalist or editor, however many there might be. It is a
history not only clear, but philosophical, regard being had
in the use of this word to the different conception of the
philosophy of history in ancient and in modern litera-
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Introduction 8-

tures. The modern historian is essentially an inductive
worker, who begins upon the facts he can test, interro-
gates these for their connections, and in his constructive
work so narrates incidents as to make them suggest their
own interpretation. But the biblical writers brought to
their work a philosophy of history ready made. History
to them was the Chosen Nation exercising its commission
to represent its God to the nations; round this point of
view all incident grouped itself, to whatever portion of the
past they turned their eyes. And round this idea the his-
torical writings of the Bible fall into their natural divisions:
a succession of ¢books * presenting stages in the fortunes
of the Chosen Nation, and wider divisions dealing with
phases of national development so extensive that the very
character of the history itself becomes changed in each.
The history in its First Part describes the Formation of
the Chosen Nation; and is exactly coterminous with the
biblical Genesis. Two of the lesser divisions, or ¢ books,’
may be distinguished. The first might be entitled The
Beginnings of Things: essentials of world history viewed
from their bearing upon the Chosen Nation, previous to
the call of Abraham. The second book presents the
Chosen People as a Patriarchal Family ; following the fort-
unes of Abraham and his descendants in Canaan, the
land promised to their seed, until the strange incidents
which brit
Both book
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itive History. The greater part of them is made
incidents related with an epic simplicity suited to
lections of the world’s infancy. What else there is—
world movements, chains of connection between n
more special features of peoples associated with C
itself — makes a sketch map of general history, into
the story of the coming nation can be fitted.

Part Second starts with the descendants of Ab
as a nation; it relates the Exodus, or Migration
Chosen Nation to the Land of Promise. But the
dren of Israel are a nation only in numbers; the hc
slaves have to be converted into an organic people
their period of migration. Hence this portion «
whole is Constitutional History. Its matter —co
the biblical Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers—fall
two natural divisions: book three describes the Mig
from Egypt to Sinai, book four the Thirty-eight
Wandering in the Wilderness. Both books are :
main composed of constitutional documents — law
ordinances, covenants, statistical papers. Importan
dents are often incorporated in these; otherwis
stream of historic narrative shrinks in these bo
small dimensions. But the demand upon our s
attention is relieved at two points by epic interest
highest : for the third book opens with the account
Plagues of Egypt, and book four towards its close
duces the Story of Balaam.

xii
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If the deliverance from Egypt was the birth of the na-
tion, the entry into the Promised Land constitutes its
coming of age. Moses had been a patriarch to the nation
in its wilderness wanderings ; when this authority is with-
drawn, independence soon brings out a conflict between
two forces —the nation’s sense of its special prerogative
of a Divine headship, and on the other hand a craving for
a visible king in imitation of surrounding nations: proto-
type of the perpetual conflict between the Church and the
World. Accordingly the Third Part of the history pre-
sents the Chosen Nation in its efforts towards Secular
Government. The Judges make a salient feature of this
transitional period from which it might appropriately be
named. But in detail there is a division into three books.
Book five is occupied only with the Conquest of Canaan;
and here the authority of Joshua is a paler reflection of
that of Moses. With book six we get the Succession of
Judges, and the sporadic efforts of the nation towards
united action ; here the idea of secular kingship first crys-
tallises in the abortive usurpation of Abimelech. But
round Samuel —alike judge and prophet —the antago-
nism of the theocratic and the secular forces in the people
becomes pronounced; and our seventh book deals with
the Establishment of Kings and the Rise of the Prophetic
Order. Through all three books the character of the his-
tory adapts itself to a transitional period. It is Incidental
History : striking incidents are narrated with epic fulness,

xi



<8 Introduction

while the historic framework, except at the close, is slight
and formal.’

Part Four of the hxstory brings us to the Kings. With
David the institution of kingship was fully established;
but not less fully established was the succession of
prophets, who were the outward representatives of the:
original conception that God was the direct ruler of his’
people. In Moses the prophetic authority had been the
sole and supreme ruling power; under the kings there
remained to the prophets only the power to make protests,
and utter Divine warnings ; if the phraseology of modern
politics might be allowed, prophetic authority instead of
being the government had become the opposition. Hence
this portion of the history of Israel presents the Chosen
Nation under a Secular Government side by side with a
Theocracy. It suggests obviously three divisions. Book
eight deals with the kingdom under David and Solomon ;
book nine with the Schism and kingdoms of Israel and
Judah side by side; the tenth book follows the kingdom
of Judah by itself to its Captivity. And the whole is
Regular History; there is arrangement of matter, and the
relation of incident in proportion to its historic bearing.
But the epic element, instead of being lost, takes a new
departure in the stories of the prophets and their va.liant
witnessing for God amid national corruption. .

The Captivity makes an historic break; the riwee.d

Israelitish history runs underground, and when i
xiv
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pears its whole character is changed. The Chosen Na-
tion of Israel has become the Jewish Church; the place
of the prophet in protest against the king is taken by the
scribe cherishing the religion of the law. The Chronicles
(with their continuation, the books of Ezra and Neke-
miak) do not make a sequel to the history of the Books
of Kings; but the whole is retold from a different point
of view, according to which things change their propor-
tions. If a history of England had been written under
Oliver Cromwell, its spirit might have differed from that
of other histories of England as the spirit of Chronicles
differs from the spirit of K7ngs. Accordingly Part Five
of our history is Ecclesiastical History.

Each of the five parts into which Bible history thus falls
will in this edition be represented by a separate volume.
The present volume contains the first part, or Genesis.
The stories, or historic sections, into which this divides
itself have each an interest of their own. But it is not
difficult to catch the further interest of the connection
between them, and the bearing of each part on the whole
thought of the mission of the Chosen Nation: It is
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When the history of the world begins over again aft
the Flood, there is again a separation in the family
Noah between the righteous and the wicked of the futur
and it is Canaan who is the prototype of the sinful pe
ples, soon by the confusion of speech to be dispersed ov
the face of the earth. All this makes stages of approa
to the calling out of the righteous nation, to whom t
land of the Canaanites is to be given for their Land
Promise. And these landmarks in the history of ti
world are linked together by strings of genealogies.

The second book begins with the Call of Abraham, ai
follows his migration into the land of Canaan. Many
the stories bring out the careful sifting of the seed that
to inherit the promises; one after another falls out of tl
line of kinship or succession — Lot, Ishmael, Esau —
become ancestors of Israel’s troublesome neighbours in ti
days to come. The offering of Isaac emphasises how tl
seed of Abraham is not its own, but devoted to a Divii
mission. Some of the sections of a more historic cha
acter are occupied with accounting by their traditions f
local names in the Land of Promise; or they prepare tl
way for understanding future relations between Israel a1
the surrounding peoples. But the main stream of intere
follows the succession of the Fathers, and it becom
fuller as it goes on. Thus at last is reached J;W
link between the family of Abraham and the wi
pire of Egypt; round him is centred the elaba

xwvi
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which covers one-fifth of the whole of Genesis, and is a
noble climax to the sustained interest of these books of
Primitive History. Here then and elsewhere it will be
seen that the two kinds of narrative which I have distin-
guished have nevertheless a close mutual relation; and in
the Story of Joseph and his Brethren epic is used as a
mode of historic emphasis.

“‘

To prevent any possible misunderstanding, I remark
that the Book of Deuteronomy does not appear in its his-
toric place because, from the literary point of view, it is
best classified under the head of oratory. As such it has
already been made an independent volume of the Modern
Reader’s Bible. Those desiring to take Deuteronomy in
its historic connections may read it between volumes two
and three of this History Series.

The text here followed is that of the Revised Version,
with marginal alternatives often adopted. For the use of
it I express my obligations to the University Presses of
Oxford and Cambridge. A Reference Table at the end
of the volume connects the arrangement of the matter
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THE BEGINNINGS OF THINGS






i
The Creation

IN the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was waste and void ; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep: and the spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters.

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
And God saw the light, that it was good : and God divided
the light from the darkness. And God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, one day.

And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of
the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.
And God made the firmament, and divided the waters
which were under the firmament from the waters which
were above the firmament: and it was so. And God
called the firmament Heaven. And there was evening
and there was morning, a second day.

And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be
gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land
appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land
Earth ; and the gathering together of the waters called he
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Book I -8 Bible History

Seas : and God saw that it was good. And God said, Let
the earth put forth grass, herb yielding seed, and fruit tree
bearing fruit after its kind, wherein is the seed thereof,
upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought
forth grass, herb yielding seed after its kind, and tree bear-
ing fruit, wherein is the seed thereof, after its kind: and
God saw that it was good. And there was evening and
there was morning, a third day.

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of
the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them
be for signs, and for seasons and for days and years: and
let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give
light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made the
two great lights ; the greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night : he made the stars also. And
God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light
upon the earth and to rule over the day and over the night,
and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw
that it was good. And there was evening and there was
morning, a fourth day.

And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly
the moving creature that hath life, and let fowl fly above
the earth in the open firmament of heaven. And God
created the great sea-monsters, and every living creature
that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly,
after their kinds, and every winged fowl after its kind : and

God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying,
6



Genesis 8 : Book 1

Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and
let fowl multiply in the earth. And there was evening and
there was morning, a fifth day.

And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creat-
ure after its kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of
the earth after its kind: and it was so. And God made
the beast of the earth after its kind, and the cattle after
their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the ground
after its kind : and God saw that it was good. And God
said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth. And God created man in his own image,
in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them. And God blessed them: and God said
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth. And God said, Behold,
1 have given you every herb yielding seed, which is upon
the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the
fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat:
and to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air,
and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein
there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and
it was so. And God saw every thing that he had made,

7
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and, behold, it was very good. And there was evening anc
there was morning, the sixth day.

And the heaven and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. And on the seventh day God finished hit
work which he had made; and he rested on the seventt
day from all his work which he had made. And Go
blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it: because that ir
it he rested from all his work which God had created anc
made.

ii
The Temptation in the Garden of Eden

These are the generations of the heaven and of the eartt
when they were created, in the day that the LorRD Goc
made earth and heaven. And no plant of the field was
yet in the earth, and no herb of the field had yet sprung
up: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the
earth, and there was not a man to till the ground; bu
there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole
face of the ground. And the LorD God formed man o
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul. And the
LorD God planted a garden eastward, in Eden ; and there
he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the

ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is
8



Genesis 8« Book I

pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life
also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the know-
. ledge of good and evil. And a river went out of Eden to
water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and be-
came four heads. The name of the first is Pishon: that
is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where
there is gold ; and the gold of that land is good: there is
bdellium and the onyx stone. And the name of the second
river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole
land of Cush. And the name of the third river is Hidde-
kel : that is it which goeth in front of Assyria. And the
fourth river is Euphrates. And the LorD God took the
man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and
to keepit. And the LORD God commanded the man, say-
ing, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die.

And the LorD God said, It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.
And out of the ground the LorRD God formed every beast
of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them
unto the man to see what he would call them: and what-
soever the man called every living creature, that was the
name thereof. And the man gave names to all cattle, and
to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but
for man there was not found an help meet for him. And

9
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the LorD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,
and he slept ; and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thereof : and the rib, which the LorD God had
taken from the man, made he a woman, and brought her
unto the man. And the man said, This is now bone of mj
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife : and they shall be one flesh. And they were both
naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the
field which the LorRD God had made. And he said unto
the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of any
tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the ser-
pent, Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat:
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall
ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the
woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that
in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened,
and ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil. And
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and
did eat; and she gave also unto her husband with her,
and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig
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leaves together, and made themselves aprons. And they
heard the voice of the LoRD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day: and the man and his wife hid them-
selves from the presence of the LoRD God amongst the
trees of the garden. And the LoRD God called unto the
man, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said,
I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because
I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told
thee that thou wast naked ? Hast thou eaten of the tree,
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?
And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be
with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the
LoRrD God said unto the woman, What is this thou hast
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me,
-and I did eat. And the LoRD God said unto the serpent,
Because thou hast done this, cursed art thou above all
cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy
life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Unto the woman he
said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy concep-
tion ; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.
And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of
which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:
II
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cursed is the ground for thy sake; in toil shalt thou eat of"
it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it
bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the
field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till
thou return unto the ground ; for out of it wast thou taken:
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. And
the man called his wife’s name ¢ Eve'; because she was the
mother of all ¢living.” And the LorRD God made for Adam
and for his wife coats of skins, and clothed them.

And the LorD God said, Behold, the man is become as
one of us, to know good and evil; and now, lest he put
forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat,
and live for ever: therefore the LORD God sent him forth
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence
he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed
at the east of the garden of Eden the Cherubim, and the
flame of a sword which turned every way, to keep the way
of the tree of life.

m
Cain and Abel

And the man knew Eve his wife; and she conceived,

and bare ¢Cain,’ and said, I have ¢gotten’ a man with the

_help of the LorD. And again she bare his brother Abel.

And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of
12
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the ground. And in process of time it came to pass, that
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto
the LorD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of
his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LorD had re-
spect unto Abel and to his offering: but unto Cain and
to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very
wroth, and his countenance fell. And the LoRD said unto
Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance
fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?
and if thou doest not well, sin coucheth at the door: and
unto thee is its desire, but thou shouldest rule over it.
And Cain told Abel his brother. And it came to pass,
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against
Abel his brother, and slew him. And the LorD said unto
Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know
not: am I my brother’s keeper? And he said, What hast
thou done? the voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto
me from the ground. And now cursed art thou from the
ground, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy
brother’s blood from thy hand; when thou tillest the
ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her
strength; a fugitive and a wanderer shalt thou be in the
earth. And Cain said unto the LorRD, My punishment is
greater than I can bear. Behold, thou hast driven me out
this day from the face of the ground; and from thy face
shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer
in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that whosoever
13
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findeth me shall slay me. And the Lorp said unto him,
Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be
taken on him sevenfold. And the LorD appointed a sign
for Cain, lest any finding him should smite him.

4. And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD,
and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. And
Cain knew his wife ; and she conceived, and bare Enoch:
and he builded a city, and called the name of the city,
after the name of his son, Enoch. And unto Enoch was
born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael be-
gat Methushael: and Methushael begat Lamech. And
Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of one was
Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. And Adah bare
Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents and
have cattle. And his brother’s name was Jubal: he was
the father of all such as handle the harp and pipe. And
Zillah, she also bare Tubal-cain, the forger of every cutting
instrument of brass and iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain
was Naamah. And Lamech said unto his wives:

Adah and Zillah, hear my voice ;
Ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech:
For I have slain a man to my wounding,
And a young man to my hurt:
If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold,
Truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.
4
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And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son,
and called his name ¢ Seth’: For, said she, God ¢ hath ap-
pointed’ me another seed instead of Abel; for Cain slew
him. And to Seth, to him also there was born a son;
and he called his name Enosh: then began men to call
upon the name of the Lorp.

A
Genealogy
The Generations of Adam

This is the Book of the Generations of Adam.

In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God
made he him ; male and female created he them ; and blessed
them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they
were created. And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years,
and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and
called his name Seth: and the days of Adam after he begat
Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and
daughters, And all the days that Adam lived were nine hun-
dred and thirty years: and he died.

And Seth lived an hundred and five years,and begat Enosh :
and Seth lived after he begat Enosh eight hundred and seven
years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of
Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died.

And Enosh lived ninety years, and begat Kenan: and
Enosh lived after he begat Kenan eight hundred and fifteen
years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of
Enosh were nine hundred and five years: and he died.
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And Kenan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalalel : and
Kenan lived after he begat Mahalalel eight hundred and forty
years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of
Kenan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died.

And Mabhalalel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared:
and Mabhalalel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and
thirty years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days
of Mahalalel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and
he died.

And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and
begat Enoch: and Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight
hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the
days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and
he died.

And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuse-
lah: and Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah
three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: and all
the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
and Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took
him.

And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years,
and begat Lamech: and Methuselah lived after he begat
Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons
and daughters: and all the days of Methuselah were nine
hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.

And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and
begat a son: and he called his name * Noah,' saying, This
same shall ‘ comfort’ us for our work and for the toil of our
hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed,
And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety
and five years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the
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days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven years :
and he died.

And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat
Shem, Ham, and Japheth,

5. And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on
the face of the ground, and daughters were born unto
them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that
they were fair; and they took them wives of all that they
chose. And the LorRD said, My spirit shall not strive
with man for ever, for that he also is flesh: yet shall his
days be an hundred and twenty years. The Nephilim
were in the earth in those days, and also after that, when
the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and
they bare children to them : the same were the mighty men
which were of old, the men of renown. And the LorRD
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart -
was only evil continually. And it repented the LorD
that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at
his heart. And the Lorp said, I will destroy man whom
I have created from the face of the ground; both man,
and beast, and creeping thing, and fowl of the air; for it
repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah found
grace in the eyes of the LORD.
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vi
The Flood

These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a right-
eous man, and perfect in his generations: Noah walked
with God. And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. And the earth was corrupt before God, and the
earth was filled with violence. And God saw the earth,
and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted
his way upon the earth.

And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come
before me; for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
Make thee an ark of gopher wood ; rooms shalt thou make
in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with
pitch. And this is how thou shalt make it: the length of
the ark three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits,
and the height of it thirty cubits. A light shalt thou
make to the ark, and to a cubit shalt thou finish it upward ;
and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof;
with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.
And I, behold, I do bring the flood of waters upon the
earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life,
from under heaven; every thing that is in the earth shall
die. But I will establish my covenant with thee; and
thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy
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wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. And of every living
thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into
the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male
and female. Of the fowl after their kind, and of the cattle
after their kind, of every creeping thing of the ground
after its kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to
keep them alive. And take thou unto thee of all food
that is eaten, and gather it to thee; and it shall be for
food for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; according
to all that God commanded him, so did he.

And the LorD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy
house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before
me in this generation. Of every clean beast thou shalt
take to thee seven and seven, the male and his female;
and of the beasts that are not clean two, the male and his
female; of the fowl also of the air, seven and seven, male
and female: to keep seed alive upon the face of all the
earth. For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain
upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every liv-
ing thing that I have made will I destroy from off the face
of the ground. And Noah did according unto all that
the LorD commanded him.

And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of
waters was upon the earth. And Noah went in, and his
sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives with him, into the
ark, because of the waters of the flood. Of clean beasts,
and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every

19



Book I -8 Bible History

thing that creepeth upon the ground, there went in two
and two unto Noah into the ark, male and female, as God
commanded Noah. And it came to pass after the seven
days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same
day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up,
and the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain
was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. In the
selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three
wives of his sons with them, into the ark; they, and
every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their
kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the
earth after its kind, and every fowl after its kind, every
bird of every sort. And they went in unto Noah into the
ark, two and two of all flesh wherein is the breath of life.
And they that went in, went in male and female of all
flesh, as God commanded him: and the LorRD shut him
in. And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and
the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift
up above the earth. And the waters prevailed, and in-
creased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon
the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed exceed-
ingly upon the earth; and all the high mountains that
were under the whole heaven were covered. Fifteen
cubits upward did the waters prevail ; and the mountains
20
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were covered. And all flesh died that moved upon the
earth, both fowl, and cattle, and beast, and every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: all
in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, of all
that was in the dry land, died. And every living thing
was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground,
both man, and cattle, and creeping thing, and fowl of the
heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and
Noah only was left, and they that were with him in the
ark. And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hun-
dred and fifty days.

And God remembered Noah, and every living thing,
and all the cattle that were with him in the ark: and God
made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters as-
suaged ; the fountains also of the deep and the windows of
heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was re-
strained ; and the waters returned from off the earth con-
tinually: and after the end of an hundred and fifty days
the waters decreased. And the ark rested in the seventh
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the
mountains of Ararat. And the waters decreased continu-
ally until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the
first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains
seen. And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that
Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made:
and he sent forth a raven, and it went forth to and fro,
until the waters were dried up from off the earth. And
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he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were
abated from off the face of the ground; but the dove
found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned
unto him to the ark, for the waters were on the face of the
whole earth: and he put forth his hand, and took her,
and brought her in unto him into the ark. And he stayed
yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove
out of the ark; and the dove came in to him at eventide ;
and, lo, in her mouth an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah
knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.
And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the
dove; and she returned not again unto him any more.
And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in
the first month, the first day of the month, the waters
were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the
covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of
the ground was dried. And in the second month, on
the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth
dry.

And God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the ark,
thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons’ wives with
thee. Bring forth with thee every living thing that is
with thee of all flesh, both fowl, and cattle, and every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they
may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and
multiply upon the earth. And Noah went forth, and his
sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives with him: every
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beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, whatsoever
moveth upon the earth, after their families, went forth out
of the ark.

And Noah builded an altar unto the LorD; and took
of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered
burnt offerings on the altar. And the LORD smelled the
sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not
again curse the ground any more for man’s sake, for that
the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth;
neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as
I have done. While the earth remaineth, seedtime and
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and
day and night shall not cease. And God blessed Noah
and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth. And the fear of you and the
dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and
upon every fowl of the air; with all wherewith the ground
teemeth, and all the fishes of the sea, into your hand are
they delivered. Every moving thing that liveth shall be
food for you; as the green herb have I given you all. But
flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall
ye not eat. And surely your blood, the blood of your
lives, will I require; at the hand of every beast will I
require it: and at the hand of man, even at the hand of
every man’s brother, will I require the life of man. Whoso
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed:
for in the image of God made he man. And you, be ye
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fruitful, and multiply ; bring forth abundantly in the earth,
and multiply therein.

And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him,
saying, And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you,
and with your seed after you; and with every living creat-
ure that is with you, the fowl, the cattle, and every beast
of the earth with you; of all that go out of the ark, even
every beast of the earth. And I will establish my cove-
nant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more
by the waters of the flood ; neither shall there any more
be a flood to destroy the earth. And God said, This is
the token of the covenant which I make between me and
you and every living creature that is with you, for perpet-
ual generations : I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall
be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.
And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the
earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud, and I will
remember my covenant, which is between me and you and
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no
more become a flood to destroy all flesh. And the bow
shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may
remember the everlasting covenant between God and
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.
And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the cove-
nant which I have established between me and all flesh
that is upon the earth.
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7. And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark,
were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth : and Ham is the father
of Canaan. These three were the sons of Noah: and of
these was the whole earth overspread.

And Noah began to be an husbandman, and planted a
vineyard: and he drank of the wine, and was drunken;
and he was uncovered within his tent. And Ham, the
father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and
told his two brethren without. And Shem and Japheth
took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and
went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father;
and their faces were backward, and they saw not their
father's nakedness. And Noah awoke from his wine, and
knew what his youngest son had done uato him. And
he said:

Cursed be Canaan;
A servant of servants shall*he be unto his
brethren.

Blessed be the LorD, the God of Shem
And let Canaan be his servant.

God enlarge Japheth,
And let him dwell in the tents of Shem
And let Canaan be his servant.
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And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty
years. And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and
fifty years: and he died.

B
Genealogy
Generations of the Sons of Noah

Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem
Ham and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the
flood.

The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and
Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras. And the sons of
Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. And the
sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim,
Of these were the isles of the nations divided in their lands,
every ome after his tongue; after their families, in their
nations.

And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Put, and
Canaan. And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and
Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabteca: and the sons of Raamah ;
Sheba, and Dedan. And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to
be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before
the LORD: wherefore it is said, Like Nimrod a mighty hunter
before the LORD. And the beginning of his kingdom was
Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinar. Out of that land he went forth into Assyria, and
builded Nineveh, and Rehoboth-Ir, and Calah, and Resen
between Nineveh and Calah (the same is the great city). And
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Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and
Naphtuhim, and Pathrusim, and Casluhim (whence went
forth the Philistines), and Caphtorim.

And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth; and the
Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite; and the
Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite; and the Arvadite, and
the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and afterward were the
families of the Canaanite spread abroad. And the border of
the Canaanite was from Zidon, as thou goest toward Gerar
unto Gaza; as thou goest toward Sodom and Gomorrah and
Admah and Zeboiim, unto Lasha. These are the sons of
Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their lands, in
their nations.

And unto Shem, the father of all the children of Eber, the
elder brother of Japheth, to him also were children born.
The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arpachshad,
and Lud, and Aram. And the sons of Aram; Uz, and Hul,
and Gether, and Mash, And Arpachshad begat Shelah; and
Shelah begat Eber. And unto Eber were born two sons:
the name of the one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth
divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan. And Joktan
begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah;
and Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah; and Obal, and Abi-
mael, and Sheba; and Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all
these were the sons of Joktan. And their dwelling was from
Mesha, as thou goest toward Sephar, the mountain of the east.
These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after their
tongues, in their lands, after their nations.

These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their
generations, in their nations: and of these were the nations
divided in the earth after the flood.
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8. And the whole earth was of one language and of one
speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed east, that
they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt
there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make
brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for
stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they said, Go
to, let us build us a city, and a tower, whose top may reach
unto heaven, and let us make us a name; lest we be
scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. And
the LorD came down to see the city and the tower, which
the children of men builded. And the Lorp said, Behold,
they are one people, and they have all one language ; and
this is what they begin to do: and now nothing will be with-
holden from them, which they purpose to do. Go to, let
us go down, and there confound their language, that they
may not understand one another’s speech. So the LorD
scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the
earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore was
the name of it called ¢ Babel’; because the LorD did there
¢confound ' the language of all the earth: and from thence
did the LoRbD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the
earth.

28



Genesis 8« Appendix

(]
Genealogy
The Generations of Shem

These are the generations of Shem. Shem was an hundred
years old, and begat Arpachshad two years after the flood :
and Shem lived after he begat Arpachshad five hundred
years, and begat sons and daughters.

And Arpachshad lived five and thirty years, and begat
Shelah: and Arpachshad lived after he begat Shelah four
hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters,

And Shelah lived thirty years, and begat Eber: and Shelah
lived after he begat Eber four hundred and three years, and
begat sons and daughters.

And Eber lived four and thirty years, and begat Peleg: and
Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hundred and thirty years,
and begat sons and daughters.

And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat Reu: and Peleg
lived after he begat Reu two hundred and nine years, and
begat sons and daughters.

And Reu lived two and thirty years, and begat Serug: and
Reu lived after he begat Serug two hundred and seven years,
and begat sons and daughters.

And Serug lived thirty years, and begat Nahor: and Serug
lived after he begat Nahor two hundred years, and begat sons
and daughters.

And Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and begat Terah:
and Nahor lived after he begat Terah an hundred and nine-
teen years, and begat sons and daughters.

And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor,
and Haran,
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Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah begat
Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot. And
Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of
his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees. And Abram and Nahor
took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and
the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran,
the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. And Sarai was
barren; she had no child. And Terah took Abram his son,
and Lot the son of Haran, his son’s son, and Sarai his
daughter in law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went forth
with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of
Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there. And
the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and
Terah died in Haran,
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i
The Call of Abraham

Now the LORD said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house,
unto the land that I will shew thee: and I will make of
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and be thou a blessing: and I will bless
them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I
curse: and in thee shall all the families of the earth be
blessed. So Abram went, as the LorD had spoken unto
him ; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and
five years old when he departed out of Haran. And
Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and
all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls
that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go
into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan
they came.

And Abram passed through the land unto the place of
Shechem, unto the oak of Moreh. And the Canaanite
was then in the land. And the LoORD appeared unto
Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and
there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeaxed
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unto him. And he removed from thence unto the moun-
tain on the east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having
Beth-el on the west, and Ai on the east: and there he
builded an altar unto the LorD, and called upon the
name of the LorD. And Abram journeyed, going on
still toward the South.

ii
Sarai and Pharaoh

And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went
down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was
sore in the land. And it came to pass, when he was
come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai
his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman
to look upon; and it shall come to pass, when the Egyp-
tians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife:
and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. Say, I
pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me
for thy sake, and that my soul may live because of thee.
And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into
Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was
very fair. And the princes of Pharaoh saw her, and
praised her to Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into
Pharaoh’s house. And he entreated Abram well for her
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sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he-asses, and
menservants, and maidservants, and she-asses, and camels.
And the LorD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great
plagues because of Sarai Abram’s wife. And Pharaoh
called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done
unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy
wife? Why saidst thou, She is mysister? so that I took
her to be my wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take
her, and go thy way. And Pharaoch gave men charge
concerning him: and they brought him on the way, and
his wife, and all that he had.

iii
The Parting of Abraham and Lot and the Raid
on Sodom

And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and
all that he had, and Lot with him, into the South. And
Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.
And he went on his journeys from the South even to
Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had been at the
beginning, between Beth-el and Ai; unto the place of the
altar, which he had made there at the first : and there Abram
called on the name of the Lorp. And Lot also, which
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went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. And
the land was not able to bear them, that they might
dwell together: for their substance was great, so that
they could not dwell together. And there was a strife
between the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herd-
men of Lot’s cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite
dwelled then in the land. And Abram said unto Lot, Let
there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and
between my herdmen and thy herdmen ; for we are breth-
ren. Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I
pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then
I will go to the right; or if thou take the right hand, then
I will go to the left. And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld
all the Plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every-
where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah,
like the garden of the Lorp, like the land of Egypt, as
thou goest unto Zoar. So Lot chose him all the Plain of
Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated
themselves the one from the other. Abram dwelled in
the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the
Plain, and moved his tent as far as Sodom. Now the
men of Sodom were wicked and sinners against the LOorRD
exceedingly. And the LORD said unto Abram, after that
Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and
look from the place where thou art, northward and south-
ward and eastward and westward : for all the land which
thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.
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And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so
that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall
thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk through the land
in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for unto
thee will I give it. And Abram moved his tent, and
came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, which are in
Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LoORD.

And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of
Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of
Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, that they made war with
Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah,
Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim,
and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar). All these
joined together in the vale of Siddim (the same is the
Salt Sea). Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and
in the thirteenth year they rebelled. And in the four-
teenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were
with him, and smote the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim,
and the Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriath-
aim, and the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran,
which is by the wilderness. And they returned, and
came to En-mishpat (the same is Kadesh), and smote all
the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that
dwelt in Hazazon-tamar. And there went out the king of
Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admabh,
and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is
Zoar) ; and they set the battle in array against them in the

37



Book II -8 Bible History

vale of Siddim; against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and
Tidal king of Goiim, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and
Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings against the five. Now
the vale of Siddim was full of slime pits; and the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled,and they fell there, and they
that remained fled to the mountain. And they took all the
goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and
went their way. And they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son,
who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. And
there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the He-
brew: now he dwelt by the oaks of Mamre the Amorite,
brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner; and these were
confederate with Abram. And when Abram heard that his
brother was taken captive, he led forth his trained men, born
in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued as
far as Dan. And he divided himself against them by
night, he and his servants, and smote them, and pursued
them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus.
And he brought back all the goods, and also brought
again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also,
and the people.

And the king of Sodom went out to meet him, after his
return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer and the kings
that were with him, at the vale of Shaveh (the same is the
King's Vale). And Melchizedek king of Salem brought
forth bread and wine: and he was priest of God Most
High. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram
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of God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth: and
blessed be God Most High, which hath delivered thine
enemies into thy hand. And he gave him a tenth of
all. And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give
me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. And
Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine
band unto the LorD, God Most High, possessor of
heaven and earth, that I will not take a thread nor a
shoelatchet nor aught that is thine, lest thou shouldest
say, I have made Abram rich: save only that which the
young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which
went with me; Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, let them take
their portion.

iv
Sarai, Hagar, and the Promised Seed

After these things the word of the LORD came unto
Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy
shield, and thy exceeding great reward. And Abram
said, O Lord Gop, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go
childless, and he that shall be possessor of my house is
Dammesek Eliezer? And Abram said, Behold, to me
thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house
is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the LORD came
unto him, saying, This man shall not be thine heir; but
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he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be
thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said,
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be
able to tell them: and he said unto him, So shall thy
seed be. And he believed in the LORD; and he counted
it to him for righteousness. And he said unto him, I am
the LorD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to
give thee this land to inherit it. And he said, O Lord
Gop, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? And
he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old,
and a she-goat of three years old, and a ram of three
years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. And he
took him all these, and divided them in the midst, and
laid each half over against the other: but the birds di-
vided he not. And the birds of prey came down upon
the carcases, and Abram drove them away. And when
the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram;
and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. And
he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall
be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve
them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;
and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge:
and afterward shall they come out with great substance.
But thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be
buried in a good old age. And in the fourth generation
they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the
Amorite is not yet full. And it came to pass, that, when
4
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the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking
furnace, and a flaming torch that passed between these
pieces. In that day the LorRD made a covenant with
Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land,
from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river
Euphrates: the Kenite, and the Kenizzite, and the Kad-
monite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite,and the Rephaim,
and the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Girgashite,
and the Jebusite.

Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no children: and she
bhad an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar.
And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath
restrained me from bearing; go in, I pray thee, unto my
handmaid ; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.
And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. And Sarai
Abram’s wife took Hagar the Egyptian, her handmaid,
after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan,
and gave her to Abram her husband to be his wife. And
he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when
she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised
in her eyes. And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be
upon thee: I gave my handmaid into thy bosom; and
when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in
her eyes; the LOrRD judge between me and thee. But
Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand;
do to her that which is good in thine eyes. And Sarai
dealt hardly with her, and she fled from her face. And
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the angel of the LoRD found her by a fountain of water
in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.
And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s handmaid, whence camest
thou? and whither goest thou? And she said, I flee
from the face of my mistress Sarai. And the angel of the
LoRD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit
thyself under her hands. And the angel of the Lorb said
unto her, I will greatly multiply thy seed, that it shall not
be numbered for multitude. And the angel of the Lorn
said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear
ason; and thou shalt call his name ¢ Ishmael,’ because the
LoRD hath ¢heard’ thy affliction. And he shall be as a
wild-ass among men; his hand shall be against every
man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall
dwell in the presence of all his brethren. And she called
the name of the LoRD that spake unto her, Thou art a
God that seeth: for she said, Have I even here looked
after him that seeth me? Wherefore the well was called
Beer-lahai-roi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered.
And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called the
name of his son, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. And
Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare
Ishmael to Abram.

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the
LoRD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I
will make my covenant between me and thee, and will
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multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face:
and God talked with him, saying, As for me, behold, my
covenant is with thee, and thou shait be the father of a
multitude of nations. Neither shall thy name any more
be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham ; for the
father of a multitude of nations have I made thee. And I
will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations
of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And I will
establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed
after thee throughout their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy seed after
thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after
thee, the land of thy sojournings, all the land of Canaan,
for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
And God said unto Abraham, And as for thee, thou shalt
keep my covenant, thou, and thy seed after thee through-
out their generations. This is my covenant, which ye
shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee;
every male among you shall be circumcised. And ye
shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and it
shall be a token of a covenant betwixt me and you. And
he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you,
every male throughout your generations, he that is born
in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which
is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy house, and he
that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised :
and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting
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covenant. And the uncircumcised male who is not cir-
cumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that soul shall be cut
off from his people ; he hath broken my covenant.

And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou
shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be.
And I will bless her, and moreover 1 will give thee a son
of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of
nations; kings of peoples shall be of her. Then Abraham
fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart,
Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years
old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? And
Abraham said unto God, Oh that Ishmael might live be-
fore thee! And God said, Nay, but Sarah thy wife shall
bear thee a son ; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I
will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting
covenant for his seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I
have heard thee: behold, I have blessed him, and will
make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly;
twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great
nation. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac,
which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the
next year. And he left off talking with him, and God
went up from Abraham. And Abraham took Ishmael his
son, and all that were born in his house, and all that were
bought with his money, every male among the men of
Abraham’s house, and circumcised the flesh of their fore-
skin in the selfsame day, as God bad said unto him.
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And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he
was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael
his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised
in the flesh of his foreskin. In the selfsame day was
Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son. And all the
men of his house, those born in the house, and those
bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with
him.

v
The Judgment on Sodom

And the LorD appeared unto him by the oaks of
Mamre, as he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;
and he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men
stood over against him: and when he saw them, he ran to
meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself to the
earth, and said, My lord, if now I have found favour in thy
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: let
now a little water be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest
yourselves under the tree: and I will fetch a morsel of
bread, and comfort ye your heart ; after that ye shall pass
on: forasmuch as ye are come to your servant. And
they said, So do, as thou hast said. And Abraham hast-
ened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready
quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make
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cakes. And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a _
calf tender and good, and gave it unto the servant; and
he hasted to dress it. And he took butter, and milk, and
the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them;
and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. And
they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he
said, Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will certainly
return unto thee when the season cometh round; and, lo,
Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard in the
tent door, which was behind him. Now Abraham and
Sarah were old, and well stricken in age ; it had ceased to"
be with Sarah after the manner of women. And Sarah
laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall
I have pleasure, my lord being old also? And the LorD
said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, say-
ing, Shall I of a surety bear 2 child, which am old? 1Is
any thing too hard for the LorRD? At the set time I will
return unto thee, when the season cometh round, and
Sarah shall have a son. Then Sarah denied, saying, I
laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but
thou didst laugh.

And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward
Sodom : and Abraham went with them to bring them on the
way. And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that
which1do; seeingthat Abraham shall surely become a great
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed in him? For I have known him, to the end
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. that he may command his children and his household
after him, that they may keep the way of the LoRD, to do
justice and judgement ; to the end that the LORD may bring
upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. And
the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah
is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go
down now, and see whether they have done altogether
according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if
not, I will know. And the men turned from thence, and
went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the
Lorp. And Abrabam drew near, and said, Wilt thou
consume the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure
there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou consume
and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are
therein? That be far from thee to do after this manner,
to slay the righteous with the wicked, thatso the righteous
should be as the wicked ; that be far from thee: shall not
the Judge of all the earth do right? And the Lorp said,
If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I
will spare all the place for their sake. And Abraham
answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to
speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: perad-
venture there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt
thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, I
will not destroy it, if I find there forty and five. And he
spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there
shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it
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for the forty's sake. And he said, Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak: peradventure there shall thirty
be found there. And he said,I will not do it, if I find
thirty there. And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon
me to speak unto the Lord: peradventure there shall be
twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for
the twenty’s sake. And he said, Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak yet but this once: peradventure
ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy
it for the ten's sake. And the LORD went his way, as
soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abra-
ham returned unto his place.

And the two angels came to Sodom at even; and Lot
sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot saw them, and rose up
to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face to the
earth ; and he said, Behold now, my lords, turn aside, I pray
you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all night, and
wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your
way. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street
all night. And he urged them greatly; and they turned
in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made
them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did
eat. But before they lay down, the men of the city, even
the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both
young and old, all the people from every quarter; and they
called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men
which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto
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us, that we may know them. And Lot went out unto
them to the door, and shut the door after him. And he
said, I pray you, my brethren, do not so wickedly. Behold
now, I have two daughters which have not known man;
let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye
to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do
nothing ; forasmuch as they are come under the shadow
of my roof. And they said, Stand back. And they said,
This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a
judge : now will we deal worse with thee, than with them.
And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and drew
near to break the door. Butthe men put forth their hand,
and brought Lot into the house to them, and shut to the
door. And they smote the men that were at the door of
the house with blindness, both small and great: so that
they wearied themselves to find the door. And the men
said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law,
and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whomsoever thou
hast in the city ; bring them out of the place: for we will
destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great
before the LorRD ; and the LoRD hath sent us to destroyit.
And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which
married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this
place; for the LorD will destroy the city. But he seemed
unto his sons in law as one that mocked. And when the
morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise,
take thy wife, and thy two daughters which are here; lest
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thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. But he
" lingered ; and the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon
the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daugh-
ters; the LorD being merciful unto him: and they brought
him forth, and set him without the city. And it came to
pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he
said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither
stay thou in all the Plain; escape to the mountain, lest
thou be consumed. And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so,
my lord: behold now, thy servant hath found grace in
thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou
hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot
escape to the mountain, lest evil overtake me, and I die:
behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little
one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a ¢little’ one?)
and my soul shall live. And he said unto him, See, I
have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that 1 will
not overthrow the city of which thou hast spoken. Haste
thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou
be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called
¢Zoar” The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot came
unto Zoar. Then the LoRD rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven ;
and he overthrew those cities, and all the Plain, and all
the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon
the ground. But his wife looked back from behind him,
and she became a pillar of salt. And Abraham gat up
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early in the morning to the place where he had stood
before the Lorp: and he looked toward Sodom and
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the Plain, and
beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the land went up as the
smoke of a furnace.

6. And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities
of the Plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent
Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew
the cities in the which Lot dwelt.

And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain,
and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in
Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters.
And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old,
and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after
the manner of all the earth: come, let us make our father
drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve
seed of our father. And they made their father drink wine
that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her
father; and he knew not when she lay down, nor when
she arose. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the
firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight
with my father: let us make him drink wine this night
also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may pre-
serve seed of our father. And they made their father
drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and
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lay with him; and he knew not when she lay down, nor
when she arose. Thus were both the daughters of Lot
with child by their father. And the firstborn bare a son,
and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the
Moabites unto this day. And the younger, she also bare
a son, and called his name Ben-ammi: the same is the
father of the children of Ammon unto this day.

vil
Abimelech and Sarah

And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the land
of the South, and dwelt between Kadesh and Shur; and
he sojourned in Gerar. And Abraham said of Sarah his
wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent,
and took Sarah. But God came to Abimelech in a dream
of the night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead
man, because of the woman which thou hast taken; for
she is 2 man’s wife. Now Abimelech had not come near
her: and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay even a righteous
nation? Said he not himself unto me, She is my sister?
and she, even she herself said, He is my brother: in the
integrity of my heart and the innocency of my hands have
I done this. And God said unto him in the dream, Yea,
I know that in the integrity of thy heart thou hast done
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this, and I also withheld thee from sinning against me:
therefore suffered I thee not to touch her. Now therefore
restore the man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall
pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her
not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all
that are thine. And Abimelech rose early in the morning,
and called all his servants, and told all these things in
their ears: and the men were sore afraid. Then Abime-
lech called Abraham, and said unto him, What hast thou
done unto us? and wherein have I sinned against thee,
that thou hast brought on me and on my kingdom a great
sin? thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be
done. And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What sawest
thou, that thou hast done this thing? And Abraham said,
Because I thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this
place; and they will slay me for my wife’s sake. And
moreover she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my
father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she
became my wife: and it came to pass, when God caused
me to wander from my father’s house, that I said unto
her, This is thy kindness which thou shalt shew unto me;
at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is my
brother. And Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and men-
servants and womenservants, and gave them unto Abra-
ham, and restored him Sarah his wife. And Abimelech
said, Behold, my land is before thee: dwell where it
pleaseth thee. And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have
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given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: behold, it
is for thee a covering of the eyes to all that are with thee;
and in respect of all thou art righted. And Abraham
prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, and his
wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children. For
the LorD had fast closed up all the wombs of the house
of Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham’s wife.

viii
Birth of Isaac and Casting off of Ishmael

And the Lorp visited Sarah as he had said, and the
Lorp did unto Sarah as he had spoken. And Sarah
conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at
the set time of which God had spoken to him. And
Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto
him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. And Abraham cir-
cumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as
God had commanded him. And Abraham was an hun-
dred years old, when his son ¢Isaac® was born unto him.
And Sarah said, God hath made me to ‘laugh’; every one
that heareth will ‘laugh’ with me. And she said, Who
would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should give
children suck? for I have borne him a son in his old

age.
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And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham
made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.
And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which
she had borne unto Abraham, mocking. Wherefore she
said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her
son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir
with my son, even with Isaac. And the thing was very
grievous in Abraham’s sight on account of his son. And
God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy
sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman ;
in all that Sarah saith unto thee, hearken unto her voice ;
for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. And also of the son
of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy
seed. And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and
took bread and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar,
putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her
away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness
of Beersheba. And the water in the bottle was spent,
and she cast the child under one of the shrubs. And she
went, and sat her down over against him a good way off,
as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not look upon
the death of the child. And she sat over against him,
and lift up her voice, and wept. And God heard the
voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar
out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar?
fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where
he is. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand;
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for I will make him a great nation. And God opened her
eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled
the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink. And God
was with the lad, and he grew; and he dwelt in the wilder-
ness, and became an archer. And he dwelt in the wilder-
ness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the

land of Egypt.

9. And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech
and Phicol the captain of his host spake unto Abraham,
saying, God is with thee in all that thou doest: now there-
fore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal
falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son’s son:
but according to the kindness that I have done unto thee,
thou shalt do unto me, and to the land wherein thou hast
sojourned. And Abraham said, I will swear. And Abra-
ham reproved Abimelech because of the well of water,
which Abimelech’s servants had violently taken away.
And Abimelech said, I know not who hath done this
thing : neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I of
it, but today. And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and
gave them unto Abimelech; and they two made a cove-
nant. And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by
themselves. And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What
mean these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by them-
selves? And he said, These seven ewe lambs shalt thou
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take of my hand, that it may be a witness unto me, that
I have digged this well. Wherefore he called that place
¢Beer-sheba’; because there they ‘sware’ both of them.
So they made a covenant at Beer-sheba: and Abimelech
rose up, and Phicol the captain of his host, and they
returned into the land of the Philistines. And Abraham
planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and called there on
the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God. And Abra-
ham sojourned in the land of the Philistines many days.

x
The Offering of Isaac

And it came to pass after these things, that God did
prove Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham; and he
said, Here am I. And he said, Take now thy son, thine
only son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into
the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offer-
ing upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.
And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his
ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac
his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt offering, and
rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told
him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and
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saw the place afar off. And Abraham said unto his young
men, Abide ye here with the ass, and I and the lad will
go yonder; and we will worship, and come again to you.
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and
laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took in his hand the
fire and the knife; and they went both of them together.
And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My
father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said,
Behold, the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for
a burnt offering? And Abraham said, God will provide
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son: so they
went both of them together. And they came to the place
which God had told him of; and Abraham built the altar
there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his
son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And
Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to
slay his son. And the angel of the LoRD called unto him
out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham : and he said,
Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the
lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy
son, thine only son, from me. And Abraham lifted up
his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind him a ram
caught in the thicket by his horns: and Abrabam went
and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering
in the stead of his son. And Abraham called the name
of that place ¢Jehovah-jireh’: as it is said to this day, In
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the mount of the LoRD it shall be ‘provided.’” And the
angel of the LORD called unto Abraham a second time out
of heaven, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the
LoRrD, because thou hast done this thing, and hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing I will
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as
the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the
sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his ene-
mies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. So
Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up
and went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at
Beer-sheba.

A
Genealogy
The Kindred of Abraham

And it came to pass after these things, that it was told
Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she also hath borne chil-
dren unto thy brother Nahor; Uz his firstborn, and Buz his
brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram; and Chesed, and
Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel. And Bethuel
begat Rebekah: these eight did Milcah bear to Nahor,
Abraham's brother. And his concubine, whose name was
Reumah, she also bare Tebah, and Gaham, and Tahash,
and Maacah.
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The Burial of Sarah

And the life of Sarah was an hundred and seven and
twenty years: these were the years of the life of Sarah.
And Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (the same is Hebron), in
the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for
Sarah, and to weep for her. And Abraham rose up from
before his dead, and spake unto the children of Heth, say-
ing, I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a
possession of a buryingplace with you, that I may bury
my dead out of my sight. And the children of Heth an-
swered Abraham, saying unto him, Hear us, my lord:
thou art a mighty prince among us: in the choice of our
sepulchres bury thy dead ; none of us shall withhold from
thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead.
And Abraham rose up, and bowed himself to the people
of the land, even to the children of Heth. And he com-
muned with them, saying, If it be your mind that I should
bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and intreat for
me to Ephron the son of Zohar, that he may give me the
cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of
his field ; for the full price let him give it to me in the
midst of you for a possession of a buryingplace. Now
Ephron was sitting in the midst of the children of Heth:
and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the audi-
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ence of the children of Heth, even of all that went in at
the gate of his city, saying, Nay, my lord, hear me: the
field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it
thee; in the presence of the sons of my people give I it
thee: bury thy dead. And Abraham bowed himself down
before the people of the land. And he spake unto Ephron
in the audience of the people of the land saying, But if
thou wilt, I pray thee, hear me: I will give the price of
the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there.
And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, My
lord, hearken unto me: a piece of land worth four hun-
dred shekels of silver, what is that betwixt me and thee?
bury therefore thy dead. And Abraham hearkened unto
Ephron; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver,
~ which he had named in the audience of the children of
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with
the merchant. So the field of Ephron, which was in
Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the
cave which was therein, and all the trees that were in the
field, that were in all the border thereof round about, were
made sure unto Abraham for a possession in the presence
of the children of Heth, before all that went in at the gate
of his city. And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife
in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre (the
same is Hebron), in the land of Canaan. And the field,
and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham
for a possession of a buryingplace by the children of Heth
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The Wooing of Rebekah

And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and
the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. And Abra-
ham said unto his servant, the elder of his house, that
ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under
my thigh: and I will make thee swear by the LoRD, the
God of heaven and the God of the earth, that thou shalt
not take a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaan-
ites,among whom I dwell: but thou shalt go unto my coun-
try, and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac.
And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman
will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I .
needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou
camest? And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that
thou bring not my son thither again. The Lorp, the God
of heaven, that took me from my father’s house, and from
the land of my nativity, and that spake unto me, and that
sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land ;
he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a
wife for my son from thence. And if the woman be not
willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this
my oath ; only thou shalt not bring my son thither again.
And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham
his master, and sware to him concerning this matter.

62



Genesis 8 Book II

And the servant took ten camels, of the camels of his
master, and departed; having all goodly things of his
master’s in his hand: and he arose, and went to Meso-
potamia, unto the city of Nahor. And he made the camels
to kneel down without the city by the well of water at the
time of evening, the time that women go out to draw
water. And he said, O Lorp, the God of my master
Abraham, send me, I pray thee, good speed this day, and
shew kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, I
stand by the fountain of water; and the daughters of the
men of the city come out to draw water: and let it come
to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down
thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall
say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the
same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant
Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed
kindness unto my master. And it came to pass, before
he had done speaking, that, behold, Rébekah came out,
who was born to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of
Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher upon her
shoulder. And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a
virgin, neither had any man known her: and she went
down to the fountain, and filled her pitcher, and came up.
And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Give me to
drink, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher. And she
said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let down her
pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. And when
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she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw for
thy camels also, until they have done drinking. And she
hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran
again unto the well to draw, and drew for all his camels.
And the man looked stedfastly on her; holding his peace,
to know whether the LorRD had made his journey prosper-
ous or not. And it came to pass, as the camels had done
drinking, that the man took a golden ring of half a shekel
weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels
weight of gold; and said, Whose daughter art thou? tell
me, I pray thee. Is there room in thy father’s house for
us to lodge in? And she said unto him, I am the daugh-
ter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she bare unto
Nahor. She said moreover unto him, We have both straw
and provender enough, and room to lodge in. And the
man bowed his head, and worshipped the LorD. And he
said, Blessed be the LorD, the God of my master Abra-
ham, who hath not forsaken his mercy and his truth
toward my master: as for me, the LoRD hath led me in
the way to the house of my master’s brethren.

And the damsel ran, and told her mother’s house accord-
ing to these words. And Rebekah had a brother, and his
name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the man, unto
the fountain. And it came to pass, when he saw the ring,
and the bracelets upon his sister’s hands, and when he
heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake
the man unto me; that he came unto the man; and, be-
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hold, he stood by the camels at the fountain. And he
said, Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; wherefore stand-
est thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room
for the camels. And the man came into the house, and
he ungirded the camels; and he gave straw and provender
for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the men’'s
feet that were with him. And there was set meat before
him to eat: but he said, I will not eat, until I have told
mine errand. And he said, Speak on. And he said, I
am Abraham’s servant. And the LORD hath blessed my
master greatly; and he is become great: and he hath
given him flocks and herds, and silver and gold, and men-
servants and maidservants, and camels and asses. And
Sarah my master’s wife bare a son to my master when she
was old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath.
And my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not
take a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites,
in whose land I dwell: but thou shalt go unto my father’s
house, and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son.
And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman will
not follow me. And he said unto me, The LorD, before
whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper
thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my
kindred, and of my father’s house: then shalt thou be
clear from my oath, when thou comest to my kindred ; and
if they give her not to thee, thou shalt be clear from my
oath. And I came this day unto the fountain, and said,
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O Lorp, the God of my master Abraham, if now thou do
prosper my way which I go: behold, I stand by the foun-
tain of water; and let it come to pass, that the maiden
which cometh forth to draw, to whom I shall say, Give me,
I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink ; and she
shall say to me, Both drink thou, and I will also draw for
thy camels: let the same be the woman whom the Lorp
hath appointed for my master’s son. And before I had
done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth
with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto
the fountain, and drew: and I said unto her, Let me drink,
I pray thee. And she made haste, and let down her
pitcher from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give
thy camels drink also: so I drank, and she made the
camels drink also. And I asked her, and said, Whose
daughter art thou? And she said, The daughter of Beth-
uel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bare unto him: and I put
the ring upon her nose, and the bracelets upon her hands.
And I bowed my head, and worshipped the LORD, and
blessed the LorD, the God of my master Abraham, which
had led me in the right way to take my master’s brother’s
daughter for his son. And now if ye will deal kindly and
truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that I
may turn to the right hand, or to the left. Then Laban
and Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth
from the LORD: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good.
Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let
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her be thy master’s son's wife, as the Lorp hath spoken.
And it came to pass, that, when Abraham’s servant heard
their words, he bowed himself down to the earth unto the
LorD. And the servant brought forth jewels of silver,and
jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah : he
gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things.

And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were
with him, and tarried all night; and they rose up in the
morning, and he said, Send me away unte my master,
And her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel abide
with us a few days, at the least ten; after that she shall
go. And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the
Lorp hath prospered my way ; send me away that I may
go to my master. And they said, We will call the damsel,
and inquire at her mouth. And they called Rebekah, and
said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said,
I will go. And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and
her nurse, and Abraham’s servant, and his men. And
they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Our sister, be
thou the mother of thousands of ten thousands, and let
thy seed possess the gates of those which hate them. And
Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the
camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Re-
bekah, and went his way. And Isaac came from the way
of Beer-lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the land of the South.
And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide :
and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, there were

67



Book 11 -8 Bible History

camels coming. And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and
when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. And she
said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in
the field to meet us? And the servant said, It is my mas-
ter: and she took her veil, and covered herself. And the
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. And
Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took
Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her:
and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

B
Genealogy
Descendants of Abraham by Keturah

And Abraham took another wife, and her name was Ketu-
rah. And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan,
and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah, And Jokshan begat
Sheba, and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim,
and Letushim, and Leummim. And the sons of Midian;
Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, and Eldaah.
All these were the children of Keturah. And Abraham gave
all that he had unto Isaac. But unto the sons of the concu-
bines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts; and he sent
them away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward,
unto the east country,

13. And these are the days of the years of Abraham’s
life which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen
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ars. And Abraham gave up the ghost, and died ina
rod old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gath-
ed to his people. And Isaac and Ishmael his sons buried
m in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the
n of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre; the
1d which Abraham purchased of the children of Heth:
ere was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife. And it
me to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed
aac his son; and Isaac dwelt by Beer-lahai-roi.

c
Genealogy
Generations of Ishmael and of Isaac

Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham'’s son,
whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s handmaid, bare unto
Abraham: and these are the names of the sons of Ishmael,
by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn
of Ishmael, Nebaioth ; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam,
and Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa; Hadad, and Tema,
Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah : these are the sons of Ishmael,
and these are their names, by their villages, and by their en-
campments; twelve princes according to their nations. And
these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and
thirty and seven years: and he gave up the ghost and died;
and was gathered unto his people. And they dwelt from
Havilah unto Shur that is before Egypt, as thou goest toward
Assyria: he abode in the presence of all his brethren.
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And these are the generations of Isaac, Abrabam's som:
Abraham begat Isaac: and Isaac was forty years old when
be took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of
Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian, to be his wife,

14. And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because
she was barren; and the LORD was intreated of him, and
Rebekah his wife conceived. And the children struggled
together within her; and she said, If it be so, wherefore
am I thus? And she went to inquire of the LorRD. And
the LoRD said unto her,

Two nations are in thy womb,
And two peoples shall be separated even from thy
bowels :
And the one people shall be stronger than the other
people;
And the elder shall serve the younger.

And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold,
there were twins in her womb. And the first came forth
red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his
name Esau. And after that came forth his brother, and
his hand had hold on Esau’s heel; and his name was
called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when
she bare them. And the boys grew: and Esau was a
cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacoh was a plain
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man, dwelling in tents. Now Isaac loved Esau, because
he did eat of his venison: and Rebekah loved Jacob.
And Jacob sod pottage : and Esau came in from the field,
and he was faint: and Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I
pray thee, with that same ‘red’ pottage; for I am faint:
therefore was his name called ¢ Edom.” And Jacob said,
Sell me this day thy birthright. And Esau said, Behold,
I am at the point to die: and what profit shall the birth-
right do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day;
and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto
Jacob. And Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of len-
tils; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his
way: so Esau despised his birthright.

15. And there was a famine in the land, beside the first
famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went
unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar. And
the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into
Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: so-
journ in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless
thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these
lands, and I will establish the oath which I sware unto
Abraham thy father; and I will multiply thy seed as the
stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these lands;
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ;
because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my
charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.

And Isaac dwelt in Gerar: and the men of the place
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asked him of his wife ; and he said, She is my sister: for
he feared to say, My wife; lest, said he, the men of the
place should kill me for Rebekah : because she was fair to
look upon. And it came to pass, when he had been there
a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked
out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting
with Rebekah his wife. And Abimelech called Isaac, and
said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife: and how saidst
thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because
I said, Lest I die for her. And Abimelech said, What is
this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might
lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have
brought guiltiness upon us. And Abimelech charged all
the people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife
shall surely be put to death.

And Isaac sowed in that land, and found in the same
year an hundredfold: and the LorD blessed him. And
the man waxed great, and grew more and more until he
became very great: and he had possessions of flocks, and
possessions of herds, and a great household: and the
Philistines envied him. Now all the wells which his
father’s servants had digged in the days of Abraham his
father, the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them
with earth. And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us;
for thou art much mightier than we. And Isaac departed
thence, and encamped in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt
there. And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which
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they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for
the Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abra-
ham: and he called their names after the names by which
his father had called them. And Isaac’s servants digged
in the valley, and found there a well of springing water.
And the herdmen of Gerar strove with Isaac’s herdmen, say-
ing, The water is ours: and he called the name of the well
‘Esek’; because they ‘contended’ with him. And they
digged another well, and they ¢strove’ for that also: and
he called the name of it ¢Sitnah.” And he removed from
thence, and digged another well ; and for that they strove
not : and he called the name of it ¢ Rehoboth’; and he said,
For now the LORD hath made ‘room’ for us, and we shall be
fruitful in the land. And he went up from thence to Beer-
sheba. And the LoRrD appeared unto him the same night,
and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not,
for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy
seed for my servant Abraham’s sake. And he builded an
altar there, and called upon the name of the Lorp, and
pitched his tent there: and there Isaac’s servants digged
a well. Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and
Ahuzzath his friend, and Phicol the captain of his host.
And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore are ye come unto
me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you?
And they said, We saw plainly that the LorD was with
thee: and we said, Let there now be an oath betwixt us,
even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with
73
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thee; that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touc
thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing but g
and have sent thee away in peace: thou art now

blessed of the LorRD. And he made them a feast,

they did eat and drink. And they rose up betimes in
morning, and sware one to another: and Isaac sent ti
away, and they departed from him in peace. And it ¢
to pass the same day, that Isaac’s servants came, and |
him concerning the well which they had digged, and :
unto him, We have found water. And he called it Shib
therefore the name of the city is Beer-sheba unto -
day.
16. And when Esau was forty years old he took to -
Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basem
the daughter of Elon the Hittite: and they were a grie
mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah.

xvii
The Stolen Blessing

And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and
eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau
elder son, and said unto him, My son: and he said u
him, Here am I. And he said, Behold now, I am ol
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know not the day of my death. Now therefore take, I
pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go
out to the field, and take me venison; and make me sa-
voury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may
eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son.
And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to
bring it. And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying,
Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother,
saying, Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that
1 may eat, and bless thee before the LorD before my death.
Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that
which I command thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch
me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will
make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth:
and thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, so
that he may bless thee before his death. And Jacob said
to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a
hairy man, and I am a smooth man. My father peradvent-
ure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver;
and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing.
And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my
son: only obey my voice,and go fetch me them. And he
went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: and
his mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved.
And Rebekah took the goodly raiment of Esau her elder
son, which were with her in the house, and put them upon
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Jacob her younger son: and she put the skins of the kids
of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his
neck : and she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which
she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and
he said, Here am I; who art thou, my son? And Jacob
said unto his father,I am Esau thy firstborn ; I have done
according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and
eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. And Isaac
said unto his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly,
my son? And he said, Because the LorD thy God sent
me good speed. And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near,
I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be
my very son Esau or not. And Jacob went near unto
Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. And
he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his
brother Esau’s hands: so he blessed him. And he said,
Art thou my very son Esau? And hesaid,Iam. Andhe
said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son’s venison,
that my soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to
him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine, and he
drank.

And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and
kiss me, my son. And he came near, and kissed him:
and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him,
and said:
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See, the smell of my son
Is as the smell of a field which the Lorp hath
blessed :
And God give thee of the dew of heaven,
And of the fatness of the earth,
And plenty of corn and wine:
Let peoples serve thee,
And nations bow down to thee:
Be lord over thy brethren,
And let thy mother’s sons bow down to thee:
Cursed be every one that curseth thee,
And blessed be every one that blesseth thee.

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end
of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from
the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came
in from his hunting. And he also made savoury meat, and
brought it unto his father; and he said unto his father, Let
my father arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul
may bless me. And Isaac his father said unto him, Who
art thou? And he said,

And Isaac trembled very
he that hath taken veni
eaten of all before thou ¢
and he shall be blessed.
his father, he cried with
and said unto his fathe
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father. And he said, Thy brother came with guile, and
hath taken away thy blessing. And he said, Is not he
rightly named ¢ Jacob’ ? for he hath ¢ supplanted’ me these
two times : he took away my birthright; and, behold, now
he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou
not reserved a blessing for me? And Isaac answered and
said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all
his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with
corn and wine have I sustained him: and what then shall
I do for thee, my son? And Esau said unto his father,
Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even
me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and
wept. And Isaac his father answered and said unto him:

Behold, away from the fatness of the earth shall be thy
dwelling,
And away from the dew of heaven from above ;
And by thy sword thou shalt live:
And thou shalt serve thy brother;
And it shall come to pass when thou shalt break loose,
That thou shalt shake his yoke from off thy neck.
B
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xviii
The Flight of Jacob

And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing where-
with his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart,
The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then
will I slay my brother Jacob. And the words of Esau her
elder son were told to Rebekah ; and she sent and called
Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold thy
brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comforf himself, pur-
posing to kill thee. Now therefore, my son, obey my
voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran;
and tarry with him a few days, until thy brother’s fury
turn away ; until thy brother’s anger turn away from thee,
and he forget that which thou hast done to him: then 1
will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be
bereaved of you both in one day?

And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life
because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of
the daughters of Heth, such as these, of the daugh-
ters of the land, wha
And Isaac called Jacot
him, and said unto him,
daughters of Canaan.
house of Bethuel thy n
wife from thence of the
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brother. And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee °
fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a com-
pany of peoples; and give thee the blessing of Abraham,
to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest
inherit the land of thy sojournings, which God gave unto
Abraham. And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to
Paddan-aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the
brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother.

Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent
him away to Paddan-aram, to take him a wife from
thence; and that as he blessed him he gave him a
charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daugh-
ters of Canaan; and that Jacob obeyed his father and
his mother, and was gone to Paddan-aram: and Esau
saw that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac
his father; and Esau went unto Ishmael, and took unto
the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ish-
mael Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth, to be his
wife.

And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward
Haran. And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried
there all night, because the sun was set; and he took one
of the stones of the place, and put it under his head,
and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed,
and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascend-
ing and descending on it. And, bebold, the Lorbp stood
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above it, and said, I am the LorD the God of Abraham
thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou
liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy seed
shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and
to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with
thee, and will keep thee whithersoever thou goest, and
will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave
thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee
of. And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said,
Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.
And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place!
this is none other but the house of God, and this is the
gate of heaven. And Jacob rose up early in the morning,
and took the stone that he had put under his head, and
set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.
And he called the name of that place Beth-el: but the
name of the city was Luz at the first. And Jacob vowed
a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me
in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and
raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father's-
house in peace, then shall the LORD be my God, and this
stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s
house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely
give the tenth unto thee.
G 8
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xix
How Jacob Served under Laban

Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to the land
of the children of the east. And he looked, and behold
a well in the field, and, lo, three flocks of sheep lying
there by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks:
and the stone upon the well's mouth was great. And
thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the
stone from the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and
put the stone again upon the well’s mouth in its place.
And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye?
And they said, Of Haran are we. And he said unto
them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said,
We know him. And he said unto them, Is it well with
him? And they said, It is well : and, behold, Rachel his
daughter cometh with the sheep. And he said, Lo, it is
yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be
gathered together: water ye the sheep, and go and feed
them. And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be
gathered together, and they roll the stone from the well's
mouth; then we water the sheep. While he yet spake
with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep; for she
kept them. And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel
the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep
of Laban his mother’s brother, that Jacob went near, and
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rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the
flock of Laban his mother's brother. And Jacob kissed
Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept. And Jacob
told Rachel that he was her father's brother, and that he
was Rebekah’s son: and she ran and told her father.
And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of
Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and em-
braced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his
house. And he told Laban all these things. And Laban
said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And
he abode with him the space of 2 month.

And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my
brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought?
tell me, what shall thy wages be? And Laban had two
daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the
name of the younger was Rachel. And Leah’s eyes were
tender; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured.
And Jacob loved Rachel; and he said, I will serve thee
seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. And
Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that
I should give her to another man: abide with me. And
Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed
unto him but a few d:

Jacob said unto Laba
fulfilled, that I may g
together all the men «
it came to pass in 1
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daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto
her. And Laban gave Zilpah his handmaid unto his
daughter Leah for an handmaid. And it came to pass in
the morning that, behold, it was Leah: and he said to
Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I
serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou be-
guiled me? And Laban said, It is not so done in our
place, to give the younger before the firstborn. Fulfil
the week of this one, and we will give thee the other also
for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven
other years. And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week:
and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife. And
Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid
to be her handmaid. And he went in also unto Rachel,
and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served
with him yet seven other years.

And the LorD saw that Leah was hated, and he opened
her womb : but Rachel was barren. And Leah conceived,
and bare a son, and she called his name ¢Reuben’: for she
said, Because the LorD hath ¢looked upon my affliction’;
for now my husband will love me. And she conceived
again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LoRD ¢ hath
heard® that I am hated, he hath therefore given me this
son also: and she called his name ¢Simeon.” And she
conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time
will my husband be ¢joined * unto me, because I have borne
him three sons: therefore was his name called ¢Levi.
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And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said,
This time will I ¢ praise the LORD *: therefore she called his -
name ¢ Judah’; and she left bearing.

And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children,
Rachel envied her sister; and she said unto Jacob, Give
me children, or else I die. And Jacob’s anger was kin-
dled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God’s stead,
who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?
And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her;
that she may bear upon my knees, and I also may obtain
children by her. And she gave him Bilhah her hand-
maid to wife: and Jacob went in unto her. And Bilhah
conceived, and bare Jacob a son. And Rachel said,
God hath ¢judged’ me, and hath also heard my voice, and
hath given me a son: therefore called she his name ¢ Dan.’
And Bilhah Rachel’s handmaid conceived again, and bare
Jacob a second son. And Rachel said, With mighty
wrestlings have I ¢ wrestled ’ with my sister, and have pre-
vailed : and she called his name ¢ Naphtali.” When Leah
saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her hand-
maid, and gave her to Jacob to wife. And Zilpah Leah’s
handmaid bare Jacob ason. And Leah said, ¢ Fortunate’!
and she called hi
maid bare Jacot
am I! for the d
called his name *
of wheat harves
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brought them unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said
to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast
taken away my husband? and wouldest thou take away my
son's mandrakes also? And Rachel said, Therefore he
shall lie with thee to-night for thy son’s mandrakes. And
Jacob came from the field in the evening, and Leah went
out to meet him, and said, Thou must come in unto me;
for I have surely hired thee with my son’s mandrakes.
And he lay with her that night. And God hearkened
unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare Jacob a fifth son.
And Leah said, God hath given me my ¢hire,’ because I
gave my handmaid to my husband: and she called his
name ¢Issachar.’ And Leah conceived again, and bare a
sixth son to Jacob. And Leah said, God hath endowed
me with a good dowry; now will my husband ¢ dwell’ with
me, because I have borne him six sons: and she called
his name ¢ Zebulun.” And afterwards she bare a daughter,
and called her name Dinah. And God remembered
Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb.
And she conceived, and bare a son: and said, God hath
taken away my reproach : and she called his name ¢ Joseph,?
saying, The LoRD ‘add’ to me another son.

And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph,
that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go
unto mine own place, and to my country. Give me my

wives and my children for whom I have served thee, and
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let me go: for thou knowest my service wherewith I have
served thee. And Laban said unto him, If now I have
found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have divined that
the Lorp hath blessed me for thy sake. And he said,
Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it. And he said
unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and
how thy cattle hath fared with me. For it was little which
thou hadst before I came, and it hath increased unto a
multitude ; and the LOoRD hath blessed thee whithersoever
I turned: and now when shall I provide for mine own
house also? And he said, What shall I give thee? And
Jacob said, Thou shalt not give me aught: if thou wilt do
this thing for me, I will again feed thy flock and keep it.
I will pass through all thy flock to-day, removing from
thence every speckled and spotted one, and every black
one among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled
among the goats: and of such shall be my hire. So shall
my righteousness answer for me hereafter, when thou
shalt come concerning my hire that is before thee: every
one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats,
and black among the sheep, that if found with me shall be
counted stolen. And Laban said, Behold, I would it
might be according to thy word. And he removed that
day the he-goats that were ringstraked and spotted, and
all the she-goats that were speckled
one that had white in it, and all ¢!
sheep, and gave them into the |
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det three days’ jourtiey betwixt himself and Jacob: and
Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s-flocks. ‘And Jacob took him
rods of fresh poplar, and of the almond and of the plane
tree; and peeled white strakes in them, and made the
white appear which was in the rods. "And he set the rods
which he had peeled over against the flocks in the gutters
In the watering troughs where the flocks came to drink;
and they conceived when they came to drink. And the
flocks conceived -before the rods, and the flocks brought
forth ringstraked, speckled, and spotted. And Jacob
separated the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward
the ringstraked and all the black in the flock of Laban;
and he put his own droves apart, and put them not uiito
Laban's flock. And it eame to pass, whensoever the
stronger of the flock did conceive, that Jacob laid the
rods before the eyes of the flock in the gutters, that they
might conceive among the rods; but when the flock were
feeble, he put them not in: 86 the feebler were Laban's,
and the stronger Jacob's. And the man increased ex-
ceedingly, and had large flocks, and maidservants and
menservants, and camels and asses.

And he heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, Jacob
hath taken away all that was our father's; and of that
which was our father’s hath he gotten all his gloty. And
Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it
was not toward him as Beforetime. And the LoRD said
unto Jaceb, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to
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thy kindred ; and I will be with thee. And Jacob sent and
called Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock, and
said unto them, I see your father’s countenance, that it is
not toward me as beforetime ; but the God of my father
hath been with me. And ye know that with all my power
I have served your father. And your father hath deceived
me, and changed my wages ten times ; but God suffered
him not to hurt me. If he said thus, The speckled shall
be thy wages; then all the flock bare speckled: and if
he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy wages; then
bare all the flock ringstraked. Thus God hath taken away
the cattle of your father, and given them to me. Andit
came to pass at the time that the flock conceived, that I
lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the
he-goats which leaped upon the flock were ringstraked,
speckled, and grisled. And the angel of God said unto
me in the dream, Jacob: and I said, Here am I. And he
said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the he-goats
which leap upon the flock are ringstraked, speckled, and
grisled: for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.
I am the God of Beth-el, where thou anointedst a pillar,
where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee
out from this land, and return unto the land of thy nativ-
ity. And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him,
Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our
father’s house? Are we not counted of him strangers?
for he hath sold us, and hath also quite devoured our
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money. For all the riches which God hath taken away
from our father, that is ours and our children’s: now then,
whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do. Then Jacob
rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon the camels;
and he carried away all his cattle, and all his substance
which he had gathered, the cattle of his getting, which he
had gathered in Paddan-aram, for to go to Isaac his father
unto the land of Canaan. Now Laban was gone to shear
his sheep: and Rachel stole the teraphim that were her
father’s. And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the
Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled. So he fled
with all that he had ; and he rose up, and passed over the
River, and set his face toward the mountain of Gilead.
And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was
fled. And he took his brethren with him, and pursued
after him seven days’ journey; and he overtook him in
the mountain of Gilead. And God came to Laban the
Syrian in a dream of the night, and said unto him, Take
heed to thyself that thou speak not to Jacob either good
or bad. And Laban came up with Jacob. Now Jacob
had pitched his tent in the mountain: and Laban with his
brethren pitched in the mountain of Gilead. And Laban
said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen
away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters as
captives of the sword? Wherefore didst thou flee secretly,
and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I
might have sent thee away with mirth and with songs, with
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tabret and with harp; and hast not suffered me to kiss my
sons and my daughters? now hast thou done foolishly.
It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the
God of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying,
Take heed to thyself that thou speak not to Jacob either
good or bad. And now, though thou wouldest needs be
gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house,
yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods? And Jacob an-
swered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid: for I
said, Lest thou shouldest take thy daughters from me by
force. With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, he shall
not live: before our brethren discern thou what is thine
with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that
Rachel had stolen them. And Laban went into Jacob’s
tent, and into Leah’s tent, and into the tent of the two
maidservants ; but he found them not. And he went out
of Leah’s tent, and entered into Rachel's tent. Now
Rachel had taken the teraphim, and put them in the
camel’s furniture, and sat upon them. And Laban felt
about all the tent, but found them not. And she said to
her father, Let not my lord be angry that I cannot rise up
before thee; for the manner of women is upon me. And
he searched, but found not the teraphim. And Jacob was
wroth, and chode with Laban: and Jacob answered and
said to Laban, What is my trespass? what is my sin, that
thou hast hotly pursued after me? Whereas thou hast
felt about all my stuff, what hast thou found of all thy
9I
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household stuff? Set it here before my brethren and thy
brethren, that they may judge betwixt us two. This
twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy
she-goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy
flocks have I not eaten. That which was tarn of beasts
I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my
hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day or stolen
by night. Thus I was: in the day the drought consumed
me, and the frost by night; and my sleep fled from mine
eyes. These twenty years have I been in thy house; I
served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six
years for thy flock: and thou hast changed my wages ten
times. Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham,
and the Fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely now hadst
thou sent me away empty. God hath seen mine affliction
and the labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yester-
night. And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, The
daughters are my daughters, and the children are my chil-
dren, and the flocks are my flocks, and all that thou seest
is mine: and what can I do this day unto these my daugh-
ters, or unto their children which they have borne? And
now come, let us make a cavenant, I and thou; and let it
be for a witness between me and thee. And Jacob took a
stone, and set it up for a pillar. And Jacob said unto his
brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made
an heap: and they did eat there by the heap. And Laban
called it Jegarsahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed.
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And Laban said, This ¢heap is witness’ between me and
thee this day. Therefore was the name of it called
Galeed : and ¢Migpah,’ for he said, The LORD ‘watch’ be-
tween me and thee, when we are absent one from another.
If thou shalt afflict my daughters, and if thou shalt take
wives beside my daughters, no- man is with us; see, God
is witness betwixt me and thee. And Laban said to
Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold the pillar, which
have. set betwixt me and thee. This heap be witness,
and the pillar be witness, that I will not pass over thig
beap. to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap
apd this pillar uato me, for harm. The God of Abraham,
wnd the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge
betwixt us. And Jacob sware by.the Fear of his father
Isaag. And Jacob offered a sacrifice in the mountain, and
called his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat bread,
and tarried all night in the mountain, And early in the
morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his
daughters, and blessed them: and Laban departed, and
returned unto his place.

And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met
him. And Jacob said when he saw them, This is God’s
¢host’: and he called the name of that place ¢ Mahanaim.’
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xx
The Meeting of Jacob and Esau

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his
brother unto the land of Seir, the field of Edom. And
he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye say unto my
lord Esau; Thus saith thy servant Jacob, I have sojourned
with Laban, and stayed until now: and I have oxen, and
asses and flocks, and menservants and maidservants: and
1 have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy
sight. And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying,
We came to thy brother Esau, and moreover he cometh
to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. Then
Jacob was greatly afraid and was distressed: and he
divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, and
the herds, and the camels, into two companies; and he
said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it,
then the company which is left shall escape. And Jacob
said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father
Isaac, O LorD, which saidst unto me, Return unto thy
country, and to thy kindred, and I will do thee good: I
am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all
the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for
with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am
become two companies. Deliver me, I pray thee, from
the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I
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fear him, lest he come and smite me, the mother with the
children. And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good,
and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot
be numbered for multitude.

And he lodged there that night; and took of that which
he had with him a present for Esau his brother; two
hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, two hundred
ewes and twenty rams, thirty milch camels and their
colts, forty kine and ten bulls, twenty she-asses and ten
foals. And he delivered them into the hand of his ser-
vants, every drove by itself; and said unto his servants,
Pass over before me, and put a space betwixt drove and
drove. And he commanded the foremost, saying, When
Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying,
Whose art thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are
these before thee? then thou shalt say, They be thy ser-
vant Jacob’s; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau:
and, behold, he also is behind us. And he commanded
also the second, and the third, and all that followed the
droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau,
when ye find him; and ye shall say, Moreover, behold,
thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he said, I will ap-
pease him with the present that goeth before me, and
afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will accept
me. So the present passed over before him: and he
himself lodged that night in the company.

And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and
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his two handmaids, and his eleven children, and passed
over the ford of Jabbok. And he took them, and sent
them over the stream, and sent over that he had. And
Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him
until the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he
prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his
thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was strained, as
he wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for the
day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except
thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name?
And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be
called no more Jacob, but ¢Israel’': for thou hast ¢striven
with God ' and with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob
asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name.
And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my
name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called
the name of the place ¢ Peniel’: for, said he, I have seen
¢God face to face,’ and my life is preserved. And the
sun rose upon him as he passed over Penuel, and he
halted upon his thigh. Therefore the children of Israel
eat not the sinew of the hip which is upon the hollow of
the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow
of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the hip.

And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold,
Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he
divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and
unto the two handmaids. And he put the handmaids
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and their children foremost, and Leah and her children
after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. And he him-
self passed over before them, and bowed himself to the
ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.
And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell
on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept. And he
lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children;
and said, Wha are these with thee? And he said, The
children which God bath graciously given thy servant.
Then the handmaids came near, they and their children,
and they bowed themselves. And Leah also and her chil-
dren came near, and bowed themselves: and after came
Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves..
And he said, What meanest thou by all this. company
which I met? And he said, To find grace in the sight
of my lord. And Esau said, I have enough; my brother,
let that thou hast be thine. And Jacob said, Nay, I pray
thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive
my present at my hand: forasmuch as I have seen thy
face, as one seeth the face of God, and thou wast pleased
with me. Take, I pray thee, my gift that is brought to
thee; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and
because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took
it. And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go,
and I will go before thee. And he said unto him, My
lord knoweth that the children are tender, and that the
flocks and herds with me give suck: and if they overdrive
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them one day, all the flocks will die. Let my lord, I pray
thee, pass over before his servant: and I will lead on
softly, according to the pace of the cattle that is before
me and according to the pace of the children, until I come
unto my lord unto Seir. And Esau said, Let me now
leave with thee some of the folk that are with me. And
he said, What needeth it? let me find grace in the sight
of my lord. So Esau returned that day on his way unto
Seir. And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an
house, and made ¢booths’ for his cattle: therefore the
name of the place is called ¢ Succoth.’

And Jacob came in peace to the city of Shechem, which
is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Paddan-aram ;
and encamped before the city. And he bought the parcel
of ground, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of
the children of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for an hundred
pieces of money. And he erected there an altar, and
called it El-elohe-Israel.

21. And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare
unto Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land.
And Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince
of the land, saw her; and he took her, and lay with her,
and humbled her. And his soul clave unto Dinah the
daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, and spake
kindly unto the damsel. And Shechem spake unto his
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father Hamor, saying, Get me this damsel to wife. Now
Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter; and
his sons were with his cattle in the field: and Jacob
held his peace until they came. And Hamor the father
of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune with him.
And the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they
heard it: and the men were grieved, and they were very
wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel in lying with
Jacob’s daughter; which thing ought not to be done.
And Hamor communed with them, saying, The soul of
my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray you
give her unto him to wife. And make ye marriages with
us; give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters
unto you. And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall
be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you
possessions therein. And Shechem said unto her father
and unto her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes,
and what ye shall say unto me I will give. Ask me
never so much dowry and gift, and I will give according
as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife.
And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor
his father with guile, and spake, because he had defiled
Dinah their sister, and said unto them, We cannot do this
thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised ; for
that were a reproach unto us: only on this condition will
we consent unto you: if ye will be as we be, that every
male of you be circumcised ; then will we give our daugh-
9
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ters unto you, and we will take your daughters to us, and
we will dwell with you, and we will become one people.
But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised ;
then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone.
And their words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's
son. And the young man deferred not to do the thing,
because he had delight in Jacob’s daughter: and he was
honoured above all the house of his father.

And Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the gate
of their city, and communed with the men of their city,
saying, These men are peaceable with us; therefore let
them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for, behold, the
land is large enough for them ; let us take their daughters
to us for wives, and let us give them our daughters. Only
on this condition will the men consent unto us to dwell
with us, to become one people, if every male among us
be circumcised, as they are circumcised. Shall not their
cattle and their substance and all their beasts be ours?
only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell with us.
And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son hearkened
all that went out of the gate of his city; and every
male was circumcised, all that went out of the gate of
his city. And it came to pass on the third day, when
they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and
Levi, Dinah's brethren, took each ‘man his sword, and
came upon the city unawares, and skew all the males.
And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the
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edge of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem’s
house, and went forth. The sons ‘of Jacob came upon
the slain, and spoiled the city, because they had defiled
their sister. They took their flocks and their herds and
their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which
was in the field; and all their wealth, and all their little
ones and their wives, took they captive and spoiled, even
all that was in the house. ‘And Jacob said to Simeon and
Levi, Ye have troubled me, to fake me to stink among the
inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and thé
Perizzites: and, I being few i number, they will gather
themselves together against me and smite me; and I shall
be destroyed, I and my house. And they said, Should he
deal with our sister as with an harlot?

22. And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-¢l,
and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, who
appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of
Esau thy brother. Then Jacob said unto his household,
and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods
that are among you, and purify yourselves, and change
your garments: and let us arise, and go up to Beth-el ; and
I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in
the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which
I went. And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods
which were in their hand, and the rings which were in
their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was
by Shechem. And they journeyed: and a great terror
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was upon the cities that were round about them, and they
did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. So Jacob came to
Luz, which is in the land of Canaan (the same is Beth-el),
he and all the people that were with him. And he built
there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el: because
there God was revealed unto him, when he fled from the
face of his brother.

And Deborah Rebekah’s nurse died, and she was buried
below Beth-el under the oak: and the name of it was
called Allon-bacuth.

23. And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came
from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. And God said unto
him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called
any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he
called his name Israel. And God said unto him, I am God
Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a com-
pany of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out
of thy loins; and the land which I gave unto Abraham
and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee
will I give the land. And God went up from him in the
place where he spake with him. And Jacob set up a pillar
in the place where he spake with him, a pillar of stone:
and he poured out a drink offering thereon, and poured
oil thereon. And Jacob called the name of the place
where God spake with him, Beth-el.

34. And theyjourneyed from Beth-el ; and there was still
some way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and
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she had hard labour. And it came to pass, when she was
in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not ; for
now thou shalt have another son. And it came to pass,
as her soul was in departing (for she died), that she called
his name Ben-oni: but his father called him Benjamin.
And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath
(the same is Beth-lehem). And Jacob set up a pillar upon
her grave: the same is the Pillar of Rachel’s grave unto
this day.

And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the
tower of Eder. And it came to pass, while Israel dwelt in
that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his
father’s concubine: and Israel heard of it.

D
Genealogy
The Sons of Jacob

Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: the sons of Leah;
Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah,
and Issachar, and Zebulun: the sons of Rachel; Joseph and
Benjamin: and the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan
and Naphtali: and the sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid;
Gad and Asher: these are the sons of Jacob, which were
born to him in Paddan-aram,

25. And Jacob came unto Isaac his father to Mamre, to
Kiriath-arba (the same is Hebron), where Abraham and
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Isaac sojourned, And the days of Isaac were an hundred
and fourscare years. And Isaac gave up the ghost, and
died, and was gathered unto his people, old and full of
days: and Esau and Jacob his sons buried him.

) ]
Genealogy
The Generations of Esau (or Edom)

Now these are the generations of Esau (the same is Edom).
Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the
daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Oholibamah the daughter
of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; and Basemath
Ishmael's daughter, sister of Nebaioth. And Adah bare to
Esau Eliphaz; and Basemath bare Reuel; and Oholibamah
bare Jeush, and Jalam, and Korah: these are the sons of
Esau, which were born unto him in the land of Canaan. And
Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, and all
the souls of his house, and his cattle, and all his beasts, and
al]l his possessions, which he had gathered in the land of
Canaan; and went into a land away from his brother Jacob.
For their substance was too great for them to dwell together;
and the land of thejr sojournings could not bear them because
of their cattle. And Esau dwelt in mount Seir: Esau is Edom.
And these are the generations of Esau the father of the Edom-
ites in mount Seir: these are the names of Esau’s sons; Eli-
phaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of
Basemath the wife of Esau. And the sons of Eliphaz were
Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kepaz. And Timns
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was concubine to Eliphaz Esau’s son; and she bare to Eli-
phaz Amalek : these are the sons of Adah Esau's wife, And
these are the sons of Reuel; Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah,
and Mizzah: these were the sons of Basemath Esau's wife,
And these were the sons of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah,
the daughter of Zibeon, Esau's wife: and she bare to Esau
Jeush, and Jalam, and Korah. These are the dukes of the
sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau ; duke
Teman, duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke Kenaz, duke Korah,
duke Gatam, duke Amalek: these are the dukes that came
of Eliphaz in the land of Edom ; these are the sons of Adah.
And these are the sons of Reuel Esau's son; duke Nahath,
duke Zerah, duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: these are the
dukes that came of Reuel in the land of Edom ; these are the
sons of Basemath Esau's wife, And these are the sons of
Oholibamah Esau’s wife; duke Jeush, duke Jalam, duke
Korah: these are the dukes that came of Oholibamah the
daughter of Anah, Esau’s wife. These are the sons of Esau,
and these are their dukes: the same is Edom.

‘These are the sons of Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of
the land; Lotan and Shobal and Zibeon and Anah, and
Dishon and Ezer and Dishan : these are the dukes that came
of the Horites, the children of Seir in the land of Edom. And
the children of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan's
sister was Timna. And these are the children of Shobal;
Alvan and Manahath and Ebal, Shepho and Onam. And
these are the children of Zibeon; Aiah and Anah: thisis
Anah who found the hot springs in the wilderness, as he fed
the asses of Zibeon his father. And these are the children of
Anah; Dishon and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah. And
these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan and Eshban and
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Ithran and Cheran. These are the children of Ezer; Bilhan
and Zaavan and Akan. These are the children of Dishan;
Uzand Aran, These are the dukes that came of the Horites;
duke Lotan, duke Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah, duke
Dishon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the dukes that
came of the Horites, according to their dukes in the land of
Seir.

And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom,
before there reigned any king over the children of Israel.
And Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom; and the name
of his city was Dinbabah. And Bela died, and Jobab the son
of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead. And Jobab died,
and Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his
stead. And Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad,
who smote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his stead :
and the name of his city was Avith. And Hadad died, and
Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his stead. And Samlah
died, and Shaul of Rehoboth by the River reigned in his
stead. And Shaul died, and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor
reigned in his stead. And Baal-hanan the son of Achbor
died, and Hadar reigned in his stead: and the name of his
city was Pau; and his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daugh-
ter of Matred, the daughter of Me-zahab. And these are the
names of the dukes that came of Esau, according to their
families, after their places, by their names; duke Timnah,
duke Alvah, duke Jetheth; duke Oholibamah, duke Elah,
duke Pinon; duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar; duke
Magdiel, duke Iram ; these be the dukes of Edom, according
to their habitations in the land of their possession, This is
Esau the father of the Edomites,
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xxvi
Joseph and His Brethren

And Jacob dwelt in the land of his father’s sojournings,
in the land of Canaan. These are the generations of
Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding
the flock with his brethren; and he was a lad with the
sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s
wives: and Joseph brought the evil report of them unto
their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his
children, because he was the son of his old age: and he
made him a coat of many colours. And his brethren saw
that their father loved him more than all his brethren;
and they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto
him. And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his
brethren: and they hated him yet the more. And he
said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have
dreamed : for, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field,
and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, be-
hold, your sheaves came round about, and made obeisance
to my sheaf. And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou
indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion
over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams,
and for his words. And he dreamed yet another dream,
and told it to his brethren, and said, Behold, I have
dreamed yet a dream; and, behold, the sun and the moon
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and eleven stars made obeigance to me. And he told it
to his father, and to his brethren; and his father rebuked
him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast
dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren in-
deed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?
And his brethren envied him; but his father kept the say-
ing in mind.

And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in She-
chem. And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren
feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto
them. And he said to him, Here am I. And he said to
him, Go now, see whether it be well with thy brethren,
and well with the flock ; and bring me word again. So he
sent him out of the vale of Hebren, and he came to She-
chem. And a certain man found him, and, behold, he
was wandering in the field: and the man asked him, say-
ing, What seekest thou? And he said, I seek my brethren s
tell me, I pray thee, where they are feeding the flock.
And the man said, They are departed hence: for I heard
them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after
his brethren, and found them in Dothan. And they saw
him afar off, and before he came near unto them, they
conspired against him to slay him. And they said one to
another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now there-
fore, and let us slay him, and cast him into one of the pits,
and we will say, An evil beast hath devoured him: and
we shall see what will become of his dreams. And Reu-
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ben heard it, and delivéred him out of their hand; and
said, Let us not take his life. And Reuben said unto
them, Shed no blood ; cast him into this pit that is in the
wilderness, but lay no hand upon him: that he might de-
liver him out of their hand, to restore him to his father.
And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his
brethren, that they stript Joseph of his coat, the coat of
many colours that was on him; and they took him, and
cast him into the pit: and the pit was empty, there was
no water in it. And they sat down to eat bread: and
they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a travel-
ling company of Ishmaelites came from Gilead, with their
camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to
carry it down to Egypt. And Judah said unto his brethren,
What profit is it if we slay our brother and conceal his
blood? Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let
not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh.
And his brethren hearkened unto him. And there passed
by Midianites, merchantmen; and they drew and lifted
up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmael-
ites for twenty pieces of silver. And they brought Joseph
into Egypt. And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, be-
hold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes.
And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is
not; and I, whither shall I go? And they took Joseph’s
coat, and killed a he-goat, and dipped the coat in the
blood ; and they sent the coat of many colours, and they
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brought it to their father; and said, This have we found:
know now whether it be thy son’s coat or not. And he
knew it, and said, It is my son’s coat; an evil beast hath
devoured him; Joseph is without doubt torn in pieces.
And Jacob rent his garments, and put sackcloth upon his
loins, and mourned for his son many days. And all his
sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he
refused to be comforted ; and he said, For I will go down
to the grave to my son mourning. And his father wept
for him. And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, the captain of the guard.

[Continued below, page 113.

27. And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went
down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain Adul-
lamite, whose name was Hirah. And Judah saw there a
daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua; and
he took her,and went in unto her. And she conceived,and
bare a son; and he called his name Er. And she con-
ceived again, and bare a son; and she called his name
Onan. And she yet again bare a son, and called his
name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she bare
him. And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her
name was Tamar. And Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked
in the sight of the LorD; and the LoRD slew him. And
Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother’s wife, and
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perform the duty of an husband’s brother unto her, and
raise up seed to thy brother. And Onan knew that the
seed should not be his ; and it came to pass, when he went
in unto his brother's wife, that he spilled it on the
ground lest he should give seed to his brother. And the
thing which he did was evil in the sight of the Lorp: and
he slew him also. Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter
in law, Remain a widow in thy father’s house, till Shelah
my son be grown up: for he said, Lest he also die, like
his brethren. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's
house.

And in process of time Shua's daughter, the wife of
Judah, died; and Judah was comforted, and went up unto
his sheepshearers to Timnah, he and his friend Hirah the
Adullamite. And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold, thy
father in law goeth up to Timnah to shear his sheep.
And she put off from her the garments of her widowhood,
and covered herself with her veil, and wrapped herself, and
sat in the gate of Enaim, which is by the way to Timnah;
for she saw that Shelah was grown up, and she was not
given unto him to wife. When Judah saw her, he thought
her to be an harlot; for she had covered her face. And
he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray
thee, let me come in unto thee: for he knew not that she
was his daughter in law. And she said, What wilt thou
give me, that thou mayest come in unto me? And he:
said, I will send thee a kid of the goats from the flock.
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And she said, Wilt thot give me a pledge, till thou send
it? And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she
said, Thy signet and thy cord, and thy staff that is in thine
hand. And he gave them to her, and came in uhto her,
and she conceived by him. And she arose, and went away,
and put off her veil from her, and put on the garments of
her widowhood. And Judah sent the kid of the goats by
the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive the pledge
from the woman’s hand: but he found her not. Then he
asked the men of her place, saying, Where is the harlot,
that was at Enaim by the way side? And they said, There
hath been no harlot here. And he returned to Judah, and
said, I have not found her; and also the men of the place
said, There hath been no harlot here. And Judah said,
Let her take it to her, lest we be put to shame{ behold, I
sent this kid, and thou hast not found her.

And it came to pass about three months after, that it
was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath
played the harlot; and moreover, behold, she is with
child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth,
and let her be burnt. When she was brought forth, she
sent to her father in law, saying, By the man, whose these
are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee,
whose are these, the signet, and the cords, and the staff.
And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She is more
righteous than I; forasmuch as I gave her not to Shelah
my son. And he knew her again no more. And it came

112



Genésis B Book II

to pass in the time of her travail, that, behold, twins were
in her womb. And it came to pass, when she travailed,
that one put out a hand: and the midwife took and bound
upon his hand a scarlet thread, saying, This came out first.
And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold,
his brother came out: and she said, Wherefore hast thou
made a ‘breach’ for thyself ? therefore his name was called
¢Perez.’ And afterward came out his brother, that had the
scarlet thread upon his hand: and his name was called
Zerah:

xxviil
Joseph and His Brethren (consnued)

And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar,
an officer of Pharaoh’s, the captain of the guard, an Egyp-
tian, bought him of the hand of the Ishmaelites, which
had brought him down thither. And the LORD was with
Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the
house of his master the Egyptian. And his master saw
that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all
that he did to prosper in his hand. And Joseph found
grace in his sight, and he ministered unto him: and he
made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he
put into his hand. And it came to pass from the time that
he made him overseer in his house, and over all that he
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had, that the LorRD blessed the Egyptian’s house for
Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon
all that he had, in the house and in the field. And he
left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew not
aught that was with him, save the bread which he did
eat.

And Joseph was comely, and well favoured. And it
came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife cast
her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. But
he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my
master knoweth not what is with me in the house, and he
hath put all that he hath into my hand; there is none
greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back
any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife:
how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against
God? And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day
by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or
to be with her. And it came to pass about this time, that
he went into the house to do his work ; and there was none
of the men of the house there within. And she caught him
by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his gar-
ment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. And it came
to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her
hand, and was fled forth, that she called unto the men
of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath
brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in
unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice: and
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it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice
and cried, that he left his garment by me, and fled, and
got him out. And she laid up his garment by her, until
his master came home. And she spake unto him accord-
ing to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which
thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me:
and it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that
he left his garment by me, and fled out. And it came to
pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which
she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy
servant to me; that his wrath was kindled. And Joseph’s
master took him, and put him into the prison, the place
where the king’s prisoners were bound: and he was there
in the prison. But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed
kindness unto him, and gave him favour in the sight of the
keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison com-
mitted to Joseph'’s hand all the prisoners that were in the
prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of
it. The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that
was under his hand, because the LORD was with him ; and
that which he did, the LorD made it to prosper.

And it came to pass after these things, that the butler
of the king of Egypt and his baker offended their lord the
king of Egypt. And Pharaoh was wroth against his two
officers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the
chief of the bakers. And he put them in ward in the
house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place
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where Joseph was bound. And the captain of the guard
charged Joseph with them, and he ministered unto them:
and they continued a season in ward. And they dreamed
a dream both of them, each man his dream, in one night,
each man according to the interpretation of his dream, the
butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which were
bound in the prison. And Joseph came in unto them
in the morning, and saw them, and, behold, they were
sad. And he asked Pharaoh’s officers that were with
him in ward in his master's house, saying, Wherefore
look ye so sadly today? And they said unto him, We
have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can
interpret it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not inter-
pretations belong to God? tell it me, I pray you. And
the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him,
In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; and in the
vine were three branches: and it was as though it budded,
and its blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof
brought forth ripe grapes: and Pharaoh’s cup was in my
hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed them into
Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.
And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it :
the three branches are three days; within yet three days
shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unta
thine office: and thou shalt give Pharaoh’s cup into his
hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler.
But have me in thy remembrance when it shall be well
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with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and
make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of
this house: for indeed I was stolen away out of the land
of the Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that
they should put me into the dungeon. When the chief
baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said unta
Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, three baskets
of white bread were on my head: and in the uppermost
basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh ;
and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my
head. And Joseph answered and said, This is the inter-~
pretation thereof : the three baskets are three days ; within
yet three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee,
and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy
flesh from off thee. And it came to pass the third day,
which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast unto
all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief
butler and the head of the chief baker among his servants.
And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again ;
and he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand: but he hanged
the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them. Yet
did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.

And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that
Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river.
And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine,
well favoured and fatfleshed ; and they fed in the reed-
grass. And, behold, seven other kine came up after them
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out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood
by the other kine upon the brink of the river. And the
ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well
favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. And he slept
and dreamed a second time: and, behold, seven ears of
corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good. And, behold,
seven ears, thin and blasted with the east wind, sprung up
after them. And the thin ears swallowed up the seven
rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it
was a dream. And it came to pass in the morning that
his spirit was troubled ; and he sent and called for all the
magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and
Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that
could interpret them unto Pharaoh. Then spake the chief
butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this
day: Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in
ward in the house of the captain of the guard, me and the
chief baker: and we dreamed a dream in one night, I and
he; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation
of his dream. And there was with us there a young man,
an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we
told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each
man according to his dream he did interpret. And it
came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he
restored unto mine office, and him he hanged.

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought
him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself;
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and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream,
and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard
say of thee, that when thou hearest a dream thou canst
interpret it. And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is
not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.
And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I
stood upon the brink of the river: and, behold, there came
up out of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured ;
and they fed in the reed-grass: and, behold, seven other
kine came up after them, poor and very ill favoured and
leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt
for badness: and the lean and ill favoured kine did eat up
the first seven fat kine : and when they had eaten them up,
it could not be known that they had eaten them; but they
were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke.
And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up
upon one stalk, full and good: and, behold, seven ears,
withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung up
after them: and the thin ears swallowed up the seven
good ears: and I told it unto the magicians; but there
was none that could declare it to me. And Joseph said
unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: what God
is about to do he hath declared unto Pharaoh. The seven
good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are
seven years: the dream is one. And the seven lean

and ill favoured kine that came up after them are seven
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years, and also the seven empty ears blasted with the east
wind ; they shall be seven years of famine. That is the
thing which I spake unto Pharaoh: what God is about
to do he hath shewed unto Pharach. Behold, there
come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land
of Egypt: and there shall arise after them seven years of
famine ; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of
Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land; and the
plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that
famine which followeth; for it shall be very grievous.
And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice,
it is because the thing is established by God, and God will
shortly bring it to pass. Now therefore let Pharaoh look
out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of
Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint over-
seers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land
of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. And let them
gather all the food of these good years that come, and lay
up corn under the hand of Pharaoh for food in the cities,
and let them keep it. And the food shall be for a store to
the land against the seven years of famine, which shall be
in the land of Egypt ; that the land perish not through the
famine.

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in
the eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh said unto his
servants, Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom
the spirit of God is? And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, For-
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asmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so
discreet and wise as thou: thou shalt be over my house,
and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled :
only in the throne will I be greater than thou. And
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the
land of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his signet ring from
his hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him
in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his
neck; and he made him to ride in the second chariot
which he had ; and they cried before him, Bow the knee:
and he set him over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh
said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no
man lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt.
And Pharaoh called Joseph'’s name Zaphenath-paneah ; and
he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-phera
priest of On. And Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.

And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before
Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the
presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of
Egypt. And in the seven plenteous years the earth
brought forth by handfuls. And he gathered up all the
food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt,
and laid up the food in the cities: the food of the field,
which was round about every city, laid he up in the same.
And Joseph laid up corn as the sand of the sea, very much,
until he left numbering ; for it was without number.

And unto Joseph were born two sons before the year of
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famine came, which Asenath the daughter of Poti-phera
priest of On bare unto him. And Joseph called the name
of the firstborn ¢ Manasseh': For, said he, God hath ¢‘made
me forget® all my toil, and all my father’s house. And the
name of the second called he ¢Ephraim’: For God hath
made me ¢ fruitful’ in the land of my affliction.

And the seven years of plenty, that was in the land of
Egypt, came to an end. And the seven years of famine
began to come, according as Joseph had said: and there
was famine in all lands ; but in all the land of Egypt there
was bread. And when all the land of Egypt was famished,
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said
unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to
you, do. And the famine was over all the face of the earth :
and Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto the
Egyptians ; and the famine was sore in the land of Egypt.
And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy
corn ; because the famine was sore in all the earth.

Now Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, and Jacob
said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another?
And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in
Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence ,
that we may live, and not die. And Joseph’s ten brethren
went down to buy corn from Egypt. But Benjamin,
Joseph’s brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren ; for he
said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him. And the
sons of Israel came to buy among those that came: fos
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the famine was in the land of Canaan. And Joseph was
the governor over the land ; he it was that sold to all the
people of the land: and Joseph’s brethren came, and
bowed down themselves to him with their faces to the
earth. And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them,
but made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly
with them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye?
And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food.
And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not
him. And Joseph remembered the dreams which he
dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to
see the nakedness of the land ye are come. And they
said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy ser-
vants come. We are all one man’s sons; we are true
men, thy servants are no spies. And he said unto them,
Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come.
And they said, We thy servants are twelve brethren, the
sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the
youngest is this day with our father, and one is not. And
Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto you,
saying, Ye are spies: hereby ye shall be proved: by the
life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your
youngest brother come hither. Send one of you, and let
him fetch your brother, and ye shall be bound, that your
words may be proved, whether there be truth in you: or
clse by the life of Pharaoh surely ye an

put them all together into ward three
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And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and
live; for I fear God: if ye be true men, let one of your
brethren be bound in your prison house; but go ye, carry
corn for the famine of your houses: and bring your young-
est brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and
ye shall not die. And theydidso. And they said one to
another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in
that we saw the distress of his soul, when he besought us,
and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come
upon us. And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I
not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child ; and ye
would not hear? therefore also, behold, his blood is re-
quired. And they knew not that Joseph understood them ;
for there was an interpreter between them. And he turned
himself about from them, and wept; and he returned to
them, and spake to them, and took Simeon from among
them, and bound him before their eyes. Then Joseph com-
manded to fill their vessels with corn, and to restore every
man’s money into his sack, and to give them provision for
the way: and thus was it done unto them. And they laded
their asses with their corn, and departed thence. And as
one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in
the lodging place, he espied his money; and, behold, it was
in the mouth of his sack. And he said unto his brethren,
My money is restored ; and, lo, it is even in my sack: and
their heart failed them, and they turned trembling one to
another, saying, What is this that God hath done unto us?
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And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of
Canaan, and told him all that had befallen them: saying,
The man, the lord of the land, spake roughly with us, and
took us for spies of the country. And we said unto him,
‘We are true men; we are no spies: we be twelve brethren,
sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest is this
day with our father in the land of Canaan. And the man,
the lord of the land, said unto us, Hereby shall I know
that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren with me,
and take corn for the famine of your houses, and go your
way: and bring your youngest brother unto me: then
shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men:
so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in
the land. And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks,
that, behold, every man’s bundle of money was in his sack:
and when they and their father saw their bundles of money,
they were afraid. And Jacob their father said unto them,
Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and
Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these
things are against me. And Reuben spake unto his
father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to
thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to
thee again. And he said, My son shall not go down with
you; for his brother is dead, and he only is left: if mis-
chief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall
ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.

Aund the famine was sore in the land. And & cae 4
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pass, when they had eaten up the corn which they had
brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go
again, buy us a little food. And Judah spake unto him,
saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye
shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. If
thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and
buy thee food: but if thou wilt not send him, we will not
go down: for the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my
face, except your brother be with you. And Israel said,
Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man
whether ye had yet a brother? And they said, The man
asked straitly concerning ourselves, and concerning our
kindred, saying, Is your father yet alive? have ye another
brother? and we told him according to the tenor of these
words: could we in any wise know that he would say,
Bring your brother down? And Judah said unto Israel
his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go;
that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also
our little ones. I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt
thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set
him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever: for
except we had lingered, surely we had now returned a
second time. And their father Israel said unto them, If it
be so now, do this; take of the choice fruits of the land in
your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little
balm, and a little honey, spicery and myrrh, nuts, and al-
monds: and take double money in your hand; and the
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money that was returned in the mouth of your sacks carry
again in your hand; peradventure it was an oversight:
take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man:
and God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that
he may release unto you your other brother and Benjamin.
And if I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.

And the men took that present, and they took double
money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and
went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph. And when
Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of
his house, Bring the men into the house, and slay, and
make ready; for the men shall dine with me at noon.
And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought
the men into Joseph'’s house. And the men were afraid,
because they were brought into Joseph’s house; and they
said, Because of the money that was returned in our sacks
it the first time are we brought in; that he may seek
ccasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for
ondmen, and our asses. And they came near to the
:eward of Joseph’s house, and they spake unto him at the
vor of the house, and said, Oh my lord, we came indeed
wn at the first time to buy food: and it came to pass,
en we came to the lodging place, that we opened our
ks, and, behold, every man’s money was in #

s sack, our money in full weight: and w
rain in our hand. And other mones
n in our hand to buy food: we lx
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money in our sacks. And he said, Peace be to yau, fear
not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you
treasure in your sacks: I had your money. And he
brought Simeon out unto them. And the man brought
the men into Joseph's house, and gave them water, and
they washed their feet ; and he gave their asses provender.

And they made ready the present against Joseph came
at noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there.
And when Joseph came home, they brought him the pres-
ent which was in their hand into the house, and bowed
down themselves to him to the earth. And he asked them
of their welfare, and said, Is your father well, the old man
of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? And they said, Thy
servant our father is well, he is yet alive. And they bowed
the head, and made obeisance. And he lifted up his eyes,
and saw Benjamin his brother, his mother’s son, and said,
Is this your youngest brother, of whom ye spake unto me?
And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. And
Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upoa his
brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered
into his chamber, and wept there. And he washed his
face, and came out; and he refrained himself, and said,
Set on bread. And they set on for him by himself, and for
them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat
with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians might
not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an abomina-
tion unto the Egyptians. And they sat before him, the
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firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest
according to his youth: and the men marvelled one with
another. And he took and sent messes unto them from
before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times so much
as any of theirs. And they drank and were merry with
him.
And he commanded the steward of his house, saying,
Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry,
and put every man’s money in his sack’s mouth. And put
my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth of the young-
est, and his corn money. And he did according to the
word that Joseph had spoken. As soon as the morning
was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses.
And when they were gone out of the city, and were not
yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after
the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto
them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? Is not
this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby he indeed
divineth? ye have done evil in so doing. And he over-
took them, and he spake unto them these words. And
they said unto him, Wherefore speaketh my lord such
words as these? God forbid that thy servants should do
such a thing. Behold, the money, which we found in our
sacks’ mouths, we brought again unto thee out of the land
of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord’s
house silver or gold? With whomsoever of thy servants
it be found, let him die, and we also will be my lord’s bond-
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men. And he said, Now also let it be according unto
your words : he with whom it is found shall be my bond-
man; and ye shall be blameless. Then they hasted, and
took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened
every man his sack. And he searched, and began at the
eldest, and left at the youngest: and the cup was found in
Benjamin’s sack. Then they rent their clothes, and laded
every man his ass, and returned to the city.

And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s house;
and he was yet there: and they fell before him on the
ground. And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this
that ye have done? know ye not that such a man as I can
indeed divine? And Judah said, What shall we say unto
my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear our-
selves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants:
behold, we are my lord’s bondmen, both we, and he also in
whose hand the cup is found. And he said, God forbid
that 1 should do so: the man in whose hand the cup is
found, he shall be my bondman ; but as for you, get you up
in peace unto your father.

Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord,
let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord’s ears,
and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: for thou
art even as Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, saying,
Have ye a father, or a brother? And we said unto my
lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old
age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is

130



Genesis 8~ Book Il

left of his mother, and his father loveth him. And thou
saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto me, that I
may set mine eyes upon him. And we said unto my lord,
The lad cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his
father, his father would die. And thou saidst unto thy
servants, Except your youngest brother come down with
you, ye shall see my face no more. And it came to pass
when we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him
the words of my lord. And our father said, Go again, buy
us a little food. And we said, We cannot go down: if our
youngest brother be with us, then will we go down: for we
may not see the man’s face, except our youngest brother
be with us. And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye
know that my wife bare me two sons: and the one went
out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I
have not seen him since: and if ye take this one also from
me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my gray
hairs with sorrow to the grave. Now therefore when I
come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with us;
seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life; it shall
come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us,
that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the.
gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the:
grave. For thy servant became surety for the lad. meie
my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then
I bear the blame to my father for ever. Now th
let thy servant, I pray thee, abide instead ¢
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bondman to my lord ; and let the lad go up with his breth-
ren. For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be
not with me? lest I see the evil that shall come on my
father.

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them:
that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go
out from me. And there stood no man with him, while
Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. And he
wept aloud: and the Egyptians heard, and the house of
Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am
Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could
not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.
And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I
pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am
Joseph your brother whom ye sold into Egypt. And now
be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me
hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.
For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and
there are yet five years in the which there shall be neither
plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to pre-
serve you a remnant in the earth, and to save you alive by
a great deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me
hither, but God : and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh,
and lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto
him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of
all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: and thou shalt
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dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto
me, thou, and thy children, and thy children’s cHildren,
and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: and
there will I nourish thee; for there are yet five years of
famine ; lest thou come to poverty, thou, and thy household,
and all that thou hast. And, behold, your eyes see, and
the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that
speaketh untoyou. And ye shall tell my father of all my
glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall
haste and bring down my father hither. And he fell upon
his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin
wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brethren, and
wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with
him

And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s house, say-
ing, Joseph’s brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh
well, and his servants. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph,
Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and
g0, get you unto the land of Canaan; and take your father
and your households, and come unto me: and I will give
you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat
of the land. Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take
you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones,
and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. Also
regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt
is yours. And the sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave
them wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh,
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and gave them provision for the way. To all of them he
gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he
gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of
raiment. And to his father he sent after this manner; ten
asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she-
asses laden with corn and bread and victual for his father
by the way. So he sent his brethren away, and they de-
parted: and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by
the way.

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land
of Canaan unto Jacob their father. And they told him,
saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is ruler over all the land
of Egypt. And his heart fainted, for he believed them
not. And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he
had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which
Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their
father revived: and Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my
son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die.

And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God
of his father Isaac. And God spake unto Israel in the
visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he
said, Here am I. And he said, I am God, the God of
thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will
there make of thee a great nation: I will go down with
thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up
again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes.
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And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of
Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little ones,
and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent
to carry him. And they took their cattle, and their goods,
which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came
into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him: his sons,
and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’
daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into
Egypt.

.

F
Census
The Children of Israel which came into Egypt

And these are the names of the children of Israel, which came
into Egypt, Jacob and his sons: Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn,
And the sons of Reuben; Hanoch, and Pallu, and Hezron,
and Carmi. And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin,and
Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaan-
itish woman. And the sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and
Merari. And the sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah,
and Perez, and Zerah: but Er and Onan died in the lar4 -*
Canaan, And the sons of Perez were Hezron asd
And the sons of Issachar; Tola, and Puvah, and
Shimron. And the sons of Zebulun; Sered, ar
Jahleel. These are the sons of Leah, which al
Jacob in Paddan-aram, with his daughter Db
souls of his sons and his daughters were thh
And the sons of Gad ; Ziphion, and Haggl, Shu
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Eri, and Arodi, and Areli. And the sons of Asher; Imnah,
and Ishvah, and Ishvi, and Beriah, and Serah their sister:
and the sons of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel. These are the
sons of Zilpah, which Laban gave to Leah his daughter, and
these she bare unto Jacob, even sixteen souls. The sons of
Rachel Jacob's wife ; Joseph and Benjamin. And unto Joseph
in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, which
Asenath the daughter of Poti-phera priest of On bare unto
him. And the sons of Benjamin; Bela, and Becher, and
Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, Muppim, and
Huppim, and Ard. T&lese are the sons of Rachel, which
were born to Jacob: all the souls were fourteen. And the
sons of Dan; Hushim. And the sons of Naphtali; Jahzeel,
and Guni, and Jezer, and Shillem. These are the sons of
Bilhah, which Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, and
these she bare unto Jacob: all the souls were seven. All the
souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of
his loins, besides Jacob’s sons’ wives, all the souls were three-
score and six; and the sons of Joseph, which were born to
him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of
Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten.

And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to shew
the way before him unto Goshen; and they came into
the land of Goshen. And Joseph made ready his chariot,
and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen; and he
presented himself unto him, and fell on his neck, and wept
on his neck a good while. And Israel said unto Joseph,

Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, that thou art
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yet alive. And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto
his father’s house, I will go up, and tell Pharaoh, and will
say unto him, My brethren, and my father's house, which
were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me; and the
men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of cattle;
and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and
all that they have. And it shall come to pass, when
Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is your occu-
pation? that ye shall say, Thy servants have been keepers
of cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and our
fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for
every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians.
Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, and said, My
father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds,
and all that they have, are come out of the land of Canaan;
and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen. And from
among his brethren he took five men, and presented them
unto Pharach. And Pharaoh said unto his brethren,
What is your occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh,
Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and our fathers.
And they said unto Pharaoh, To sojourn in the land are
we come ; for there is no pasture for thy servants’ flocks;
for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan: now, there-
fore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of
Goshen. And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy
father and thy brethren are come unto thee: the land of
Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy
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father and thy brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen
let them dwell: and if thou knowest any able men among
them, then make them rulers over my cattle. And Joseph
brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh:
and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto
Jacob, How many are the days of the years of thy life?
And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of
my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and
evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they
have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of
my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. And Jacob
blessed Pharaoh, and went out from the presence of
Pharaoh. And Joseph placed his father and his brethren,
and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the
best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had
commanded. And Joseph nourished his father, and his
brethren, and all his father’s household, with bread, accord-
ing to their families.

29. And there was no bread in all the land; for the
famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and the
land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine. And
Joseph gathered up all the money that was found im
the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the
corn which they bought: and Joseph brought the money
into Pharaoh’s house. And when the money was all
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spent in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan,
all the Egyptians came unto Joseph, and said, Give us
bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for our
money faileth. And Joseph said, Give your cattle; and
I will give you for your cattle, if money fail. And they
brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave them
bread in exchange for the horses, and for the flocks, and
for the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with
bread in exchange for all their cattle for that year. And
when that year was ended, they came unto him the second
year, and said unto him, We will not hide from my lord,
how that our money is all spent; and the herds of cattle
are my lord’s; there is nought left in the sight of my
lord, but our bodies, and our lands: wherefore should we
die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and
our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants
unto Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we may live, and not
die, and that the land be not desolate. So Joseph bought
all the land of Egypt for P o T
every man his field, beca

them: and the land becan

people, he removed them tc

border of Egypt even to th

land of the priests bought

portion from Pharaoh, an

Pharaoh gave them; when

Then Joseph said unto the‘
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you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed
for you, and ye shall sow the land. And it shall come
to pass at the ingatherings, that ye shall give a fifth unto
Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for seed of the
field, and for your food, and for them of your households,
and for food for your little ones. And they said, Thou
hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of my
lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s servants. And Joseph
made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt unto this
day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth; only the land of
the priests alone became not Pharaoh’s. And Israel dwelt
in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen; and they gat
them possessions therein, and were fruitful, and multiplied
exceedingly.

XXX
Blessing and Death of Jacob

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years:
so the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were an hundred
forty and seven years. And the time drew near that Israel
must die: and he called his son Joseph, and said unto
him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray
thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly
with me ; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: but when I
sleep with my fathers, thou shalt carry me out of Egypt,
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and bury me in their buryingplace. And he said, I will
do as thou hast said. And he said, Swear unto me: and
he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the
bed’s head.

And it came to pass after these things, that one said to
Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick: and he took with him
his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. And one told
Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee:
and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed.
And Jacob said, unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto
me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, and said
unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply
thee, and I will make of thee a company of peoples; and
will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting
possession. And now thy two sons, which were born unto
thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into
Egypt, are mine ; Ephraim and Manasseh, even as Reuben
and Simeon, shall be mine. And thy issue, which thou
- begettest after them, shall be thine; they shall be called
after the name of their brethren in their inheritance.
And as for me, when I came from Paddan, Rachel died by
me in the land of Canaan in the way, when there was still
some way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there
in the way to Ephrath (the same is Beth-lehem). And
Israel beheld Joseph’s sons, and said, Who are these?
And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom
God hath given me here. And he said, Bring them, I
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pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them. Now the eyes
of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And
he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and
embraced them. And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not
thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath let me see thy
seed also. And Joseph brought them out from between
his knees; and he bowed himself with his face to the
earth. And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right
hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left
hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near
unto him. And Israel stretched out his right hand, and
laid it upon Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and
his left hand upon Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands
wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn. And he
blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which hath
fed me all my life long unto this day, the angel which hath
redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my
name be named on them, and the name of my fathers
Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude
in the midst of the earth. And when Joseph saw that his
father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it
displeased him: and he held up his father’s hand, to re-
move it from Ephraim’s head unto Manasseh’s head. And
Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is
the firstborn ; put thy right hand upon his head. And his
father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he
142



Genesis 8« Book II

also shall become a people, and he also shall be great:
howbeit his younger brother shall be greater than he, and
his seed shall become a multitude of nations. And he
blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless,
saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and
he set Ephraim before Manasseh. And Israel said unto
Joseph, Behold, I die : but God shall be with you, and bring
you again unto the land of your fathers. Moreover I have
given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took
out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with
my bow.

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said: Gather your~
selves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall
you in the latter days.

The Blessing of Jacob

Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob;
And hearken unto Israel your father.

Reuben, thou art my firstborn,

My might, and the begi
The excellency of di

Unstable as water, thou sl
Because thou wen
Then defiledst thou
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Simeon and Levi are brethren;
Weapons of violence are their swords.
O my soul, come not thou into their council ;
Unto their assembly, my glory, be not thou
united ;
For in their anger they slew men,
And in their selfwill they houghed oxen.
Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce;
And their wrath, for it was cruel :
I will divide them in Jacob,
And scatter them in Israel.

Judah, thee shall thy brethren praise:
Thy hand shall be on the neck of thine enemies;
Thy father’s sons shall bow down before thee.
Judah is a lion’s whelp;
From the prey, my son, thou art gone up:
He stooped down, he couched as a lion,
And as a lioness ; who shall rouse him up?
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
. Till he come to Shiloh,
Having the obedience of the peoples.
Binding his foal unto the vine,
And his ass’s colt unto the choice vine;
He hath washed his garments in wine,
And his vesture in the blood of grapes:
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His eyes shall be red with wine,
And his teeth white with milk.

Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea:
And he shall be for an haven of ships ;
And his border shall be upon Zidon.

Issachar is a strong ass,
Couching down between the sheepfolds:
And he saw a resting place that it was good,
And the land that it was pleasant;
And he bowed his shoulder to bear,
And became a servant under taskwork.

Dan shall judge his people,

As one of the tribes of Israel.
Dan shall be a serpent in the way,

An adder in the path,
That biteth the horse’s heels,

So that his rider falleth backward.

I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.

Gad, a troop shall press upon him:
But he shall press upon their heel.

Out of Asher his bread shall be fat,
And he shall yield royal dainties.
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Naphtali is a hind let loose :
He giveth goodly words.

Joseph is a fruitful bough,
A fruitful bough by a fountain;

His branches run over the wall.
The archers have sorely grieved him,

And shot at him, and persecuted him:
But his bow abode in strength,

And the arms of his hands were made strong,
By the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob,

(From thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel,)
Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee,

And by the Almighty, who shall bless thee,
With blessings of heaven above,
Blessings of the deep that coucheth beneath,

Blessings of the breasts, and of the womb.
The blessings of thy father have prevailed
Above the blessings of my progenitors

Unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills:
They shall be on the head of Joseph,

And on the crown of the head of him that was sepa-

rate from his brethren.
.

Benjamin is a wolf that ravineth:

In the morning he shall devour the prey,

And at even he shall divide the spoil.
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All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it
that their father spake unto them and blessed them ; every
one according to his blessing he blessed them. And he
charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered
unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave
that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, in the cave that
is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the
land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field
from Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a burying-
place: there they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife;
there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there
I buried Leah: the field and the cave that is therein,
which was purchased from the children of Heth. And
when Jacob made an end of charging his sons, he gathered
up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and
was gathered unto his people.

And Joseph fell upon his father’s face, and wept upon
him, and kissed him. And Joseph commanded his ser-
vants the physicians to embalm his father: and the
physicians embalmed Israel. And forty days were ful-
filled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of embalm-
ing: and the Egyptians wept for him threescore and ten
days.

And when the days of weeping for him were past,
Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, If now I
have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the
ears of Pharaoh, saying, My father made me swear, saying,
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Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the
land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore
let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will
come again. And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy
father, according as he made thee swear. And Joseph
went up to bury his father: and with him went up all the
servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the
elders of the land of Egypt, and all the house of Joseph,
and his brethren, and his father’s house: only their little
ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land
of Goshen. And there went up with him both chariots
and horsemen: and it was a very great company. And
they came to the threshing-floor of Atad, which is beyond
Jorddn, and there they lamented with a very great and sore
lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven
days. And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaan-
ites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said,
This is a grievous ¢ mourning to the Egyptians’: wherefore
the name of it was called ¢ Abel-mizraim,’ which is beyond
Jordan. And his sons did unto him according as he com-
manded them: for his sons carried him into the land of
Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Mach-
pelah, which Abraham bought with the field, for a pos-
session of a buryingplace, of Ephron the Hittite, before
Mamre.

And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren,
and all that went up with him to bury his father, after he
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had buried his father. And when Joseph’s brethren saw
that their father was dead, they said, It may be that Joseph
will hate us, and will fully requite us all the evil which we
did unto him. And they sent a message unto Joseph, say-
ing, Thy father did command before he died, saying, So
shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the
transgression of thy brethren, and their sin, for that they
did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the
transgression of the servants of the God of thy father.
And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. And his
brethren also went and fell down before his face: and they
said, Behold, we be thy servants. And Joseph said unto
them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? And
as for you, ye meant evil against me; but God meant it
for good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much
people alive. Now, therefore, fear ye not. I will nourish
you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and
spake kindly unto them.

And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father’s house;
and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years. And
Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third generation:
the children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were
born upon Joseph’s knees. And Joseph said unto his
brethren, I die: but God will surely visit you, and bring
you up out of this land, unto the land which he sware
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph took
an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely
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visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence.
So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old:
and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in
Egypt.
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The Metre of Traditional Poelry

1. By Traditional Poetry I mean the metrical passages pre-
served in the historical books of the Bible, as distinguished
from such poetry as the Book of Psalms, which is a literary
collection, though it may contain ancient poems. I exclude
from the matter here reviewed the metrical passages in /7 Sam-
uel, chapter xxii, and 7 Chronicles, chapter xvi, which are iden-
tical with passages in the Book of Psalms.

2, This Traditional Poetry is found to be constructed upon
a basis of what may be called ¢ Antique Rhythm,’ the law of
which can be simply stated. Its unit consists in a couplet of
alternate parallelism, of which either member may be strength-
ened by a parallel line, but not both.

Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob,
And kearken unto Israel your father.

Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea :
And he shall be for an haven of ships;
And his border shall be upon Zidon.

Judak, thee skall thy brethren praise :
Thy hand skall be on the neck of thine enemies ;
Thy father's sons shall bow down before thee.
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I would call such a unit a ¢strain’: and it will be seen in the
examples that the first strain is a simple couplet, the second has
its first line strengthened, the last has its second line strength-
ened. For the appreciation of this Antique Rhythm it is im-
portant to think always of the strain as the unit, and not the
couplet or the single line.

The only exception to the law as above stated is the Lament
of David over Saul and Jonathan, which is constructed on a
couplet in which both lines are strengthened by parallel lines.
But this, though contained in an historical book, is associated
with the same David to whom the Book of Psalms is ascribed.

3. This power of occasionally strengthening either line of a
couplet by an additional line gives the Antique Rhythm a flex-
ibility which would be suitable to spontaneous composition. A
similar device is found in connection with the traditional ballad
poetry of England, of which such collections as the Percy
Religues are accidentally preserved specimens, While the regu-
lar metre of such ballads is a four line alternate stanza (really
a couplet), yet a few poems, such as the Ballad of Sir Cauline,
show some stanzas with individual lines strengthened :

Fair Christabel, that lady mild,
Was had forth of ker tower ;
But ever ske droopeth in her mind,
As nipt by an ungentle wind
Dotk some pale lilly flower.

4. The metrical passages in the historic books are aggrega-
tions of such strains of Antique Rhythm, without further
154



Notes 8«

rhythmic form. The question is whether there are stanzas or
strophes. I believe the utmost that can be said is that the
stanza sense is rudimentary in these poems. Particular strains
will seem to cluster together, as if to make quatrains or larger
stanzas, but no wide correspondence will be found extending
over a whole poem, or uniting one division of a poem with
another. And this is what was to be expected.

(a) The poems are largely spontaneous outpourings, needing
a flexible rhythm, unfavourable to high parallelism.

() The power to strengthen by additional lines is itself
antagonistic to the stanza idea.

(¢) The cleavage of these poems will often be determined by
other than rhythmic considerations. A good example is the
Blessing of Jacob on the Twelve Tribes (page 143), of which
the natural divisions are twelve (or rather eleven, Simeon and
Levi being taken together). These divisions are found to be
very unequal, consisting of one, two, three, five or eight strains.
There is more of form in this poem than is usual in this tradi-
tional poetry; besides an introduction there is an exclamation
dividing the whole in two parts:

I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD!

Yet so little does the sense of balance rule that we find seven
tribes dealt with before the dividing line, and only five after.
On the other hand there is a suggestion of a sense of balance
when we find that the long blessings on Judah and on Joseph,
which respectively make the piéce de resistance of the two parts,
consist each of eight strains.
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: 5. Two poems stand out from the above description, as
exhibiting a highly elaborate rhythmic structure — Deborah’s
Song, and the Song of Moses and Miriam. Their form is
closely associated with antiphonal performance. The detailed
discussion of them is reserved for the volumes in which they

occur.

BOOK I

i. The most marked feature in this Story of the Creation is
its extreme parallelism, the whole dividing into two symmetrical
halves, of three days each, while every section of the one half
is balanced by a corresponding section of the other.

And God said—

[Creation of Light]
And there was evening and
there was morning, one day

And God said —
[Creation of the Firma-
ment dividing waters
from waters]

And there was evening and

there was morning, a second

day
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And God said—

[Creation of Lights]
And there was evening and
there was morning, a fourth
day

And God said —
[Creation of Life in the
Firmament and in the
Waters]
And there was evening and
there was morning, a fifth
day
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And God said — And God said—
{ [Creation of Land] [Creation of Life on
And God said— Land]
[Creation of Vegetation, And God said—
Climax of inanimate Na- [Creation of Man, Climax
ture] of animate Nature]

And there was evening and And there was evening and
there was morning, a third there was morning, the sixth
day day

The act of creation is also associated with the Sabbath, a lead-
ing institution of the Chosen Nation.

ii. Whatever other reasons there may be for a double account
of the Creation, this second account clearly connects itself from
the very beginning with the Temptation in the Garden.

iii. This separation of the righteous and the wicked is a first
step towards the call of a Chosen Nation.

4. A brief historic notice of first beginnings in development,
on the one hand of things secular (with weapons of war for a
climax), and on the other hand of religion (the calling upon
the Lorp). —The ¢Song of Lamech’ or ‘Song of the Sword’
1s a celebration of the power of deadly weapons. The ¢ven-
geance on Cain’ may be a proverbial expression: the new
power for vengeance provided by weapons is beyond even
that. If the marginal reading of R.V. to Matthew xviii. 22
be taken, the saying of Christ may be an allusion to this
Song of the Sword.

A. A Genealogy connecting Adam and Noah.
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5. Development of wickedness in the world leading up to the
Flood.

vi. The recommencement of the world in the righteous Noah,
and the new Covenant of the Rainbow. [The word ¢ covenant’
was not used in the case of Adam, but the whole situation im-
plies it.]

7. The breaking out again of separation between the right-
eous and the wicked, this time in nations, Canaan being the
ancestor of the wicked nations. A clear stage towards the
coming Call.

B. A Genealogy of the nations of the world according to
their descent from the sons of Noah, and their localisation.

8. Dispersion of the nations and confusion of speech: a
stage towards the selection of a single nation.

C. A Genealogy linking Shem with Abram.

BOOK II

i. Book II starts with the founder of the Chosen People:
an individual separated by a mission to found a nation, with
Canaan as a Promised Land. Throughout the rest of the book
this, nation is in the stage of a family.

ii, iii. Family incidents, affecting the wife and nephew,
Special protection for the wife (so vii), as the mother of the
coming Seed.

iv. Further narrowing of the Call (Ishmael, or illegitimate
children, excluded), and renewal of the Covenant with two
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tokens: (1) change of names [4éram is lofty father: Abrakam,
father of a multitude of nations; Sara# is princess, the meaning
of Sarai is unknown]; and (2) circumcision as an outward
token. [Not an absolute mark, as Ishmael is circumcised.
Bat the true seed Isaac is born from a circumcised father. ]

v. Different relation of Abraham and Lot to the judgment
on the wicked cities of Canaan.

6. Origin of nations outside the Covenant with which the
Chosen Nation was to be much mixed up —the Moabites and
Ammonites, descended from Lot.

viii. Birth of the true heir, and complete exclusion of
Ishmael.

9. This, like many of the historic sections, seems to have for
its purpose to explain local names in the Promised Land.

Xx. The Offering of Isaac emphasises the devosion of the
Chosen People.

A. This Genealogy of the kindred of Abraham is of course to
introduce Rebekah.

xi. The negotiation for Sarah’s Tomb is in reality a taking
possession of the Promised Land, nomad peoples having no
point of fixity except their sepulchres.

xii. The wooing of Rebekah emphasises still further the sep-
aration of the Seed from the peoples of Canaan.

14. This and subsequent sections dealing with the relations
of Esau and Jacob constitute a still further narrowing of the
Call: not only have the illegitimate descendants of Abraham
been excluded, but now of the lawful sons of Isaac one loses
his birthright and falls out of the succession. The name /Jacob
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means ¢ supplanter’ in the sense of one who ¢ takes by the heel,’
—an allusion to the circumstances of the birth.

15. The story of Rebekah and Abimelech is in a different
position from the similar stories of Sarah, because it is part of
a lengthy section dealing with the relations between Isaac and
the men of Gerar, the purpose of which is the obvious historic
purpose of explaining local names.

16. This brief section is distinctive as showing how Esau by
intermarrying with the people of the land still further separates
himself from the succession of the Chosen.

xvii. In this elaborate story we have the formal exclusion of
Esau.

xviii. Not only is this a crisis in the personal history of
Jacob, to whom the succession has now passed, but it further
emphasises the separation in marriage of the Seed from the
peoples of Canaan.

xix, Besides carrying on the history, this story explains the
names of sons of Jacob, ancestors of the tribes. — And Ladan
called it Jegar-sakadutha : but Jacob called it Galeed. The
former is Aramaic and the latter Hebrew for the same meaning,
— ¢the heap of witness.’

xx. This is a crisis in the history of Jacob, connected with
the change of the name to ‘Isracl.’ Taking the first and third
paragraphs together we mdy say that it amounts to a renewal of
the Covenant to this the third ancestor.

a1, This story is introduced for its important bearing on the
sntsgonism between the Chosen People and the peoples of
c
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22. This section has a purpose connected with local names.
Allon-bacuth signifies ¢ oak of weeping.’

23. A still more formal renewing of the Covenant with Jacob.

24. Family incidents: birth of Benjamin and disgrace of
Reuben. — Ben-oni is ¢son of my sorrow’; Ben-jamin, ‘son of
my right hand.’

xxvi. This is the fully developed Epic of Joseph and his
Brethren, interrupted, and continued as section xxviii. Besides
its intrinsic interest, it has proportionate historic importance as
connecting the Chosen Nation with Egypt. Note the renewal
of the Covenant to Jacob on his way down to Egypt, and the
indication in this vision of the place of Egypt in the history of
the Chosen (pages 134-5).

27. The story here introduced has a double importance
(1) as giving the origin of a leading family of Judah (compare
Ruth, chapter iv. 12, 18; I Chronicles xxvii. 3; Nehemiak xi.
4-6; and (2) as giving antiquity to the custom of the husband’s
brother raising seed to the widow. Its introduction at this
point (interrupting the story of Joseph) is obviously explained
by the words a? that time.

29. Joseph’s administration of Egypt: the chosen family for
once in its history connected with the world empire.

xxx. This makes a natural conclusion to Book II, the
Blessing of Jacob, which must be regarded as a form of
Prophecy, foreshadowing the future of the Tribes of Israel; in
particular, recognising Manasseh and Ephraim as heads of
tribes, and also the priority of Ephraim over Manasseh. For
the metre, etc., of the Blessing, see above, page 155.
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