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By Publius Cornelius Tacitus (c. 56-117)  

Translated by Alfred John Church and William Jackson Brodribb 

The Germania (Latin: De Origine et situ Germanorum, literally The Origin 

and Situation of the Germans), written by Gaius Cornelius Tacitus around 

98, is an ethnographic work on the Germanic tribes outside the Roman 

Empire. Germania fits squarely within the tradition established by authors 

from Herodotus to Julius Caesar. Tacitus himself had already written a 

similar essay on the lands and tribes of Britannia in his Agricola. The 

Germania begins with a description of the lands, laws, and customs of the 

Germanic people; it then segues into descriptions of individual tribes, 

beginning with those dwelling closest to Roman lands and ending on the 

uttermost shores of the Baltic, among the amber-gathering Aesti, the 

primitive and savage Fenni, and the unknown tribes beyond them. This 

translation by Alfred John Church and William Jackson Brodribb, was first 

published in 1877. (Summary from Wikipedia.) 

Read by Andrew Coleman, Anna Simon, & Julie VW. Total running time: 

01:09:53. 
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