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Peace On Earth, Good-Will To Dogs 
By Eleanor Hallowell Abbott (1872-1958) 

“If you don’t like Christmas stories, don’t read this one! 

And if you don’t like dogs I don’t know just what to advise you to do! 

For I warn you perfectly frankly that I am distinctly pro-dog and distinctly pro-Christmas, and 
would like to bring to this little story whatever whiff of fir-balsam I can cajole from the make-
believe forest in my typewriter, and every glitter of tinsel, smudge of toy candle, crackle of 
wrapping paper, that my particular brand of brain and ink can conjure up on a single 
keyboard! And very large-sized dogs shall romp through every page! And the mercury 
shivers perpetually in the vicinity of zero! And every foot of earth be crusty-brown and bare, 
with no white snow at all till the very last moment when you’d just about given up hope! And 
all the heart of the story is very,—oh very young! 

For purposes of propriety and general historical authenticity there are of course parents in 
the story. And one or two other oldish persons. But they all go away just as early in the 
narrative as I can manage it.—Are obliged to go away! 

Yet lest you find in this general combination of circumstances some sinister threat of 
audacity, let me conventionalize the story at once by opening it at that most conventional of 
all conventional Christmas-story hours,—the Twilight of Christmas Eve.” (excerpt from the 
text) 

Read by Allyson Hester; total running time: 01:53:05. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. Cover picture by Витольд 
Муратов (1959) (http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%D0%9F%D1%91%D1%81_%D0%B8_%D0 
%B4%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%8F.jpg). Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public 
domain.  
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