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PREFACE.

T If THEN the Author of this work publiftied his

^ ^ edition of Neal's " Hiftory of the Puritans,'*

he exprefTed his intention to prepare a fequel to ir,

exhibiting a continuation of the hiflory of Proiejiant

Dijfenters from the Revolution to our own day, in

fuch detached parts as would correfpond to the

periods, into which, in his judgment, it would natu-

rally divide itfelf. Not only was the defign which he

announced approved of, but earned wifhes for its

execution were exprefTed, as well by efteemed and par-

tial friends, as by a general fentiment on its import-

ance and utility, and of his qualifications for it. Thefc

tefliraonies of public as well as private opinion in

its favour were, undoubtedly, a ftimulus and encou-

ragement to the profecution of his purpofe, and

juftified an expe£l:ation that long ere now he would

have endeavoured to fulfil wifhes fo honourable to

himfelf and to his defign with gladnefs and alacrity.

It gives the author concern to refle^l that eighteen

years have elapfed without affording a proof, by
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the execution of any part of his intended work, thaC

he was fenfible either of the deference which he

owed to public expeflation, and to the defires of

v/arm friends, or of the obligation brought on him

by his own engagement. Some, who took a great

intered in his defign, are, in the raean time, removed

from this world^ which daily furnifhes us with (o

many inilances oF difappointed hopes, and of pur-

pofes broken off by death. His heart feels the

heavino: fish at the recollecSlion of the remon-

flrances on his delay of two much-refpe61ed friends

in particular : one, the Rev. Josiah Thompson^ of

Clapham, who again and again teftified a folicitude

for the appearance of this hidory before his days

were numbered ; the other, the late worthy and

adlive friend to the caufe of religions liberty,

the Rev. Samuel Palmer, to whofe pen and labours

in various ways difjiniers owe permanent obliga-

tions. But vain are the fighs of alTe^flion and

friendfhip over the grave of lofl: friends : vain

are o«r regrets that we have failed to anfwer

the v;i(hes of the efteemed and the lovedj ncvt

no more!

The author confolcs himfelf with believing that

they who know him will candidly acquit him of any

difrefpe£l to the deceafed, or of defultory idlenefs.

His attention, Jie may be permitted to plead, has

been for years diverted from this work by a fuccelTion

of occurrences and engagements v/hich, unforefeen
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when it was announced, have either accompanied or

followed the anguifh of mourning, or the depreffions

of deep forrow on the death of children who had

juft reached the promiling years of maturity ; efpe-

cially of a daughter, whofe removal was fo circum-

flanced as to create, by a lafting mournful fenfe of it,

a long interval of inaptitude for any continued mental

exertion. This affli(fling event was fucceeded^ at

different diftances, not only by other fmiilar trials, but

by avocations that arofe from the confidrnce and truft

repofed in him by feveral dcceafed friends; by derange-

ment of fludies produced by removals from one

dwelling to another ; and above all by the reading and

application to prepare an extenfive Courfe of Leflures

for young perfons, in which his prefent pafloral

connecftion engaged him more than ten years ago.

But an apology may be becoming him for this

detailof the ob{lru(51:ions that have impeded the ac-

complifbment and progrefs of his prefent work.

Let that apology be the author's reafonablc and

humble wifh to (land juftified in the opinion of his

friends, and to exculpate himfelf from imputations

that may bedifcrcditable to him.

The firft part of his " Hidory" at length oiFers

itfelf tothe psrufal of thofe who may feel an intercft

in its dcfign ; and fubmits itfelf to their caiidour

with timidity and diffidence; in union, however, with

the hope which paft experience of indulgence and

approbation infpircs. Whatever iinpcrfe<^ions or

b
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faults may be difcovered in it, he trufts that it will

not be open to cenfure on the ground of mifreprc-

fentation, or the illiberality of a party fpirir, or

of airs of infallibility.

The ufefulnefs of fiich a work, as it collects into

one narrative the documents of pad events ere they

are loft, and recalls the tranfa(51:ions of pad times

before the remembrance of them is quite obliterated,

encourages the author to hope, will give his hillory

an interefl with many readers in general ; and its

particular reference he would proraife himfelf will

excite the attention of DifTenters from our national

eilabliftiment, of every ft£i:.

His modefi: expeclations are judified by the con-

fideration that the Revolution under William III.

introduced a new order of things in the ecclefiadical

ftate of this country, and a new sera in the hiflory of

the dilTenters from our edablifliment. The aiFairs

of this large body of proteflants have fince that time

worn a new afpe£l; new quedions in theology

have been brought into difculTion : new fe£ls have

fprung up : and under the different fucceeding reigns

new attempts have been made to extend the bleiTing

of religious liberty, and edablifti it on a firmer bafis.

Thefe events are not only fuch as difTenters mud

feel a concern in, but they are connefted with the

hidory of the human mind, of the fluctuations of

opinions, and of the progrefs of religious truth and

of national felicity.
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The author has endeavoured to execute his de-

fign on a comprehenfive plan ; which includes the

Hiftory of the DilTenters, firft, as blended with the

political occurrences of the times and the meafures

of government ; then as united with the fubje^ls

above-mentioned, and as connected with the origin

of inftitutions for the diffufion of religious know-

ledge and of academical foundations, with a review

of theological literature, and with biographical

iketches.

• At the advanced years to which the indulgent

Providence of God hath lengthened out the life of

the author, it becomes him to form purpofes for

future time with ferious and moderate apprehenfions

on the continuance of life and vigour. But yet he

may be allowed, with a refignation to the difpofals of

unerring Dh'me Wisdom^ to fignify his intentions,

if this volume meet with the approbation of the

candid and judicious, to proceed with all convenient

fpeed in the execution of his plan ; and to extend

the next volume to the acceffionof his prefentMajefty.

In conne£lion with the publication of fuch a work

a wifli may properly be expreffsd, that readers ia

general would take into confideration the utility and

importance of eccleliaftical hiftory, particularly that

of their own country and fe<a, to the rifing genera-

lion ; whofe minds are open to permanent impref-

fions from the hifloric form of inftruftion, as it meets

curiofity, difplays the progrefs of rational enquiry,

B 2
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and the triumphs of truth over Ignorance and fu«

perdition, enlarges the views of men and things^

informs the under(landing, and afFefts the heart.

It would invite youth to read. If, befides the larger

works which (land on the (helves of a library, there

were always lying on the table in the parlour fome

fuch hiftorical treatifes, as the Abridgement of Bur-

net's Hlftory of the Reformation in England, and

of Brandt's in the Low Countries; Chandler's

Hiflory of Perfecution; and a fmaller piece than

either of thefe works, entitled " A Brief and Im-

** partial Hlftory of the Puritans," i2mo. printed

for Longman and Co. by the author's old and highly

efteemed friend, the Rev. Jofeph Cornifh ; men-

tioned in the advertifement to the laffc volume of his-

edition of Neal, but which has not, it is underflood,

met with the attention and fale its merit and nature

promifed.

The youth of the prefent day grow up at a great

diftance of time from the tranfa£lions and events,

under the immediate and lively impreffions of which

their anceftors v^ere formed to fupport, with en-

lightened minds and confillcnt firmnefs, the chara6ler

of Proteflant Dljfenters and Advocates of Religious

Liberty. Thofe events feldom, in thefe times, be-

come the topics even of domeilic and paternal con-

verfation. It is therefore of great importance, that

books fliould offer to them ihe entertainment and

informatioa of the hiftoric page.
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To this explanation of the nature, plan, and utility

of his work, the author h is litilc to add, but his warm

and very grateful acknowledgnifnrs For the ftrong

marks of perfonal refpeft, and of coiifidenct: in his

execution of it, which the lift of fubfcribers, nume-

rous beyond his moft fanguine expe(5^4nons, affords

him. He felt a relu£lance to the mode of publica-

tion, which, at the importunity of fome particular

friends, he adopted. He is gratified with the event,

which has fan<5lioned theiropinion of the countenance

with which his propofals would be favoured; and

with the tcftimonies of cordial efteem and regard

which he could not prefume to flatter himfelf he

fhould receive. He feels the friendihip and honour

fliewn to him; and hopes that his expreflions of

refpe£l and gratitude will be fully accredited. He
is particularly fenfible of the ardour anda£i:ivity with

which fome particular friends have circulated his

profpe£lus: among inftances of this It becomes him

to notice the concern for its reception felt by his

refpe^lable colleague, and the peculiar interefl: taken

in the circulation of it, and the afliftance afforded

to him, by his much-eftecmed friend, the Rev. yames

Hews Branjby^ of Dudley.

Birmingham^ Bath-row^ zd^xme^ 1814.





THE CONTENTS.

INTRODUCTION,

GiENERAL Reflections on the Act of Tole-
ration, the caufes from which it originated, and
its operation. The (late of the DilTenterSj and

their different Denominations, P, i

—

4^

CHAPTER L

The General History.

WILLIAM'S (Prince of Orange) accefTion to tlis

throne. The promifiug afpeft of the times. Rife

of new animofitles. Conduct of the diffenters. Bill of

comprehenfion brought into parliament ; the cafe of the

diffenters flated by Mr. Howe ; had the fanftion of the

king from the throne. The fate of an attempt in the

Houfe of Lords to relieve the diffenters from the obligation

to receive the facrament at church. A modification of the

tefl-laws propofed ; but reje6ied. A bill for uniting his

Majef^y's fubje6ls brought into the Houfe, and loft. The
proteft of the lords. The fate of the bill in the houfe of

Commons. A party formed againfl the gov§rnment^ ini-



XXIV CONTENTS.

hiical to thcbill. A converfation on the flate of times in

the prefence of Sir John Rerefby, Aft of Toleration pafTed ;

jts good effefts and its defers ; the fatisfa6tion and diflatis-

faftion it created, A fcheme of union to be laid before the

Convocation propofed. A commiflion to ten bifhops

and twenty divines to prepare it, ilFued out by the king.

A paper of conceflions drawn up by Dr. Tillotfon. The
commiflion opened on the lOth October 1689 j fome of

the commifiioners decline afting. The proceedings of the

other commiflioners commenced under happy aufpices,

and purfued with temper and diligence : the points

brought under review, and the alterations to be adopted :

a family prayer-book propofed to be compofed and au-

thorifed. Obfervations on their proceedings. Publications

in favour of them by Dr. Prideaiix and Bifliop Burnet,

The attention excited by this ecclefiaflical commiflion. The

arguments in its, favour urged by advocates for it. The
replies to them. The concefTions made by fome : the flrong

objeftions urged by others againfl it : and attempted to be

obviated. The unyielding oppofition of many to it. A
tra8: entitled, *' Vox Cleri^" expreflTive o( their feniimcnts.

A cry laifed by the adherents to the abdicated king. Great

canvafTmg^ particularly for the prolocutor of the lower houfe

in the eleftion of members of the Convocation, Meeting

of the Convocation on the 21ft of November ib%g^

The fermon preached by Dr. Btveridge, The prolocutor.

Dr. ''jcme, prefented for approbation, and addreffes the

aflembly in a pointed Latin fpeech. The fecond meeting

of the Convocation : a defeft in the royal commifTion dif-

covered : and the meeting prorogued. Both houfes of

Convocation convened, on the 4th of December, in Henry

Vllth's chapel : a meffage from the king : an addrefs from

the billiops to hisMajefly : difapproved and reje£led by the

lower houfe of Convocation : a conference on behalf of

each houfe, held by Bifl^iop Burnet and the prolocutor : an



CONTENTS. XX7

addrefs inilie IfTue agreed to by the upper houfe of Convoca-

tion only. The Convocation adjourned, and then dilTolved

with the Parliament. Bifhop Bur?id's remarks. " Tlie evil

confequences of the disagreement between the two houfes

of Convocation, The coliifion of parties. The termination

of this and fix prior attempts to reform the church of Eno;^

land. The confequences of the mifcarriage of the royal

commiflion. Several books prefented by the prolocutor,

previoufly to thedififolution of the Convocation, as publica-

tions of dangerous confequences, viz, " Notes upon the

** Creed of Athanafius," and Dr. Pridmux's " Letter to a

*' friend relating to the prefent Convocation."—The litua-

tion of the bifhops and clergy, who had refufed to take the

oaths to the new government. The hiilory of that bufinefs

:

and biographical Iketches of the biOiops implicated in it

;

particularly of Archbifhop Sancrofi's Remarks. Their {"qcs,

after a year, filled up. Bilhop Burncts reflexion. The cafe

of the inferior clergy who refufed the oaths. A bill requiring

the oaths to be taken by^ a fixed day. The operation of it,

when pafTed into an aft, efpecially on thofe who continued

to refufe them ; as Mr, Henry Dodwell^ Dr. George Hicks^

and Dr. William Sherlock. The difference of principle

among thofe who took the oaths : the fubfequent condu61

of thofe who w^ere dilFatisfied with them : the conteff, to

which this flate of parties gave birth ; and the invcrfion of

opinion and argument on the power of the magiftrate, and

on the principle of paffive obedience, which arofe from

it. The diflenting minifters called on to claim the pro-

tection of the A8: of Toleration by fubfcription to the doc-

trinal articles of the church of England : Mr, Baxters

ifatement of his ideas on the meaning of fome of them.

The difTenters direft their attention to their own internal

ilate. The leading fe6fs amongfl them : prefbyterians and

independents. A coalition of thefe two parties propofed.

The heads gf agreement flated and reviewed : the pre*



XXVI. CONTENTS-

limlnarles fettled : ihfe coalition commenced : a defert in

the plan. Contentions in the church. Condun of Dr.

George Hicks. The indulgence (hewn to the deprived

clergy. Trafts, entitled, *' A vindication of the deorived,

" Bifhops:" and ^' Solomon and 'Ahia har ; or the cafe of

" the deprived Bifhops." An attempt to raife a fchifm in

the church. Thedrfathof ArchbifiiopTzY/^i^/t?/?. Dr. Tennifon

nominated to the fee of CanterSury, and firft a.^ after his

advancement. The death of Queen Mary. Publications

on this event. A confpiracy to affdfTmatc the king : the

execution of the confpirators. The diflenters expofed to

new hardihips. Proceedin-rs commenced againft Dr. 0/d-

field, and Mr. Fr<3n/^/rt;»i.'/, for keeping academical feminaries.

The conduct of Sir Humphrey Ekcin^ in carrying the regalia

6f hi^ ofhce to a meeting-houfc,and the offence taken at it.

The flatute againft blafphemy and profanenefs. Its origin,

provifions, prohibitions, and penalties. R-^fleftions on it.

Proceedings againft th? papifts, and a bill of great fev^rity

brought into the houfe. The fplrit and policy from which

it proceeded. The recent repeal of it. The death of

King JVilliam. Page i to 133,

CHAPTER IT.

Controverfies agitated in the period between the

Revolution and the death of King William.

SECTION I.

The Controverfy refpefliDj:^ the Rights, Powers,

and Privileges of Convocations.

The Convocation, its nature and origin. Difcontents on

the fufpenfion of its meetings. A Convocation called on

February ictli, 1700. Dr. Hooper c\\o{Gn prolocutor,

Archbifliop 7t7?«2/^?2's attempt to prorogue it : refilled by



CONTENTS. XVll.

the lower houfe: the proceedings to- which this refinance

gave rife. The lower houfe cenfure, as erroneous, Toland's

*' Chriftianity not Myfterious," and Bifhop Burnet''^ *' Ex-

'•pofitionot the Articles." The bilhops demur on thefe

meafures, particularly with refpect to Bilhop Burnet's work;

their final decifion. The altercations between the two

houfes continued. The Convocation prorogued, A new

Convocation fummoned. An addrefs to the king. New
difputes arife, particularly on the right oF adjournment.

The feflion prorogued to the 14th of February, and then to

the 5th of Marcho A complaint lodged againft Bifhop Burnd

hy the prolocutor, Dr. Woodward, The felhon clofed v/ith

a conciliatory fpeech by the archbifhop. The effecl of it.

The Convocation diflblved by the king's death. A new

queflion ftarted, and a new clamour excited. The notice

attrafted by the difputes of the two houfes of Convocation.

The field of controverfy which they opened. The writers

who diflinguifiied themfelves on this occafion, and the pub-

lications that appeared. Bifliop JVarburton\ remarks 011

this controverfy. P. 134.— 172.

SECTION II.

The Trinitarian Controverfy.

The publications of Dr. IVallis^ Mr. Biddle^ Dr. SherlocI:^

and Dr. Cudzvorth, on the do«Strine of the Trinity. The vote

of the Houfe of Commons on a traft entided "A clear but

V' brief Confutation of the Doftrine of the Trinity," in

1693. Dr. 4S'(7z;//2's animadverfions on Dr. <S/2£r/(9j,4's trea-

tife. IS/lv, Hcwe's fentiments concernirig the Trinity ; and

his traft. Dr. Sherlock's and Dr South\ fentiments refpec-

tively efpoufed by fome and impugned by others. Mr.

Binghmiii fermon in favour of the former. The decree of

the univerfity of Oxford. The king's injuntlions on the



XXVUl CONTENTS.

occafion: a remark on it. Proceedings again (l Mr. John
Smith for a tra6l entitled *^The dcfuned end to the Socinian
^* Controverfy." Dr. 5z^?-;/ excommunicited. Dr. Sher-

Zc?£:iandDr. S'^z/M ridiculed in apopular ballad. P, 172— 187*

SECTION III.

The Controverfy about Judification.

Divifions and dlfTentlons amongfl the diffenters. The
caufe from which they arofe. Mr, Davis^ of Rothwell,

broaches opinions, and introduces praftices, that incurred

cenfute. A declaration publlfhed againll them : the effe61

of it. The controverfy on the d(.>6lrine of juftification agi-

tated in the time of the civil wars. The attention of Mr.

afterwards Biftiop Bull drawn to it. His Harmonia Apojlolica,

This work prohibited by Dr. Morley, biftiop of Wincheller;

animadverted on by Dr. Barlow, Dr. Tully, and by Mr,

Truman, Mr. Tombes, Mr. Gataka\ Adr. Da Moulin. The
controverfy terminated in the ellablillied church; taken up

by the diffenters, Mr. i?^zA7f^r's*' Aphorlfmsof Juflification

** and the Covenant :" anfwered by different writers. Dr.

Crisp\ fcheme. The controverfy about jultification revived

by the republication of his works in 1690 : the flame fprcads

through feveral counties: and the ferment rifes high. Dr.,

Wiliams foliciied to confute Dr. Crifp's principles: his

" Gofpel Truths" Hated and vindicated. Dr 6'//<3««cy ani-

madverted on it. Mr. Mather's fermon on juftificatlon,

A rupture between the lefturers at Pinners' Hall, An ap-

peal on this controverfy made to Dr, Stillingjled.^ blfliop of

Worceller, and to Dr. Jor.athan Edzvards. Dr. Williams

excluded from the le61ure at Pinners' Hall : a new lefture

fet up at Salters' Hall. Conciliating propofals inefficient^

Dr. Wiliiams'% chara6ler traduced^ but cleared up. The two

denominations of prcfbyterlans and independents become

di(lin6l communities. P. 187— 214.



CONTENTS. XXIX

CHAPTER III.

Internal Hiftory of the Proteflant Dlffentcrs.

SECTION I.

Of their Academies.

The origin of them. The jealoufy they created. Haraf-

iing proceffes commenced againft them. The oath on

taking a degree in the unlverfities, the ground of thefe pro-

ceffes. The occafion of that oath. Tlie Stamford femi-

nary. The different con.ftrutlions of the academic oath.

The principles on which the ejecled minlfters confidered

themfelves as not inckided in the obhgation of the oath.

P. 215--225.

Particular Seminaries.

No. I. Mr. Woodhoufc's academy. His plan of inftruc-

tion, and courfe of Ie61ures. No. 2. Mr. IVarrens method

of reading leftures. No. 3. Mr. Ckas. Morion's general

method, his Eufana, orletlmes on the Enghfh conftitution;

and his emigration to Atne.-ica. No. 4. Mr. Richard

Frankland's talents and difpofitions as a tutor, the frequent

removals of his feminary, and the numbers educated in it.

No. 5. Mr. Doolitilts academy. No. 6. Mr. John Ska*

tkwood's reputation as a tutor: infcriptionon his tombftone.

No. 7. Mr. Sam. Cradod'& le6lures and liber«il condu£l to

his pupils. P. 225—24.1.

Slight (ketches of the hiftory of other divines who aflifted

the fludies of young men, viz. Mr. Edward VeaU London

;

Mr. Philip Henry, Shropfhire ; Dr. Theophilus Guk, at Nt-w-

ington Green; Dr. Henry Langley, near Abingdon; Mr,

John Maiden^ near Whitchurch, Shropfhire; Mr. Ohadiak

GrtWy Coventry; Mr. Thomas Shewell^ m that city; Dr.

Jojhua Oldjidd^ Cgveatry and London ; Mr. Henry AVeW"



XXX, CONTENTS.

come, Manchefter ; Mr. James Coninghamy in the fame town^

Mr. Ralph Biaion.Breni^ord; Mr. JV/n. Wickens, Newing-

ton Green; Mr. Bmj. Robin/on, Hungerford; Mr. Henry

Hickman, near Stourbridge, Worcefterfhire ; an account of

Mr. John Bali, of Honiton, Devon, one of his pupils:

hiftory of Mr. Thos, Cotton^ another pupil of Mr. Hick?nan
;

his travels and chara6ler. General re{le6lion. P. 241—261,

SECTION II.

The different Se^ls of Diffenters at the Revolution.

The name Puritans. The denominations of Prefbyterians.

Independents, Baptifts,and Quakers. P. 261—263,

§. I. Of the Prejhyterians, Their fentiments on church

government: the firfl prefbytery : the fpread of their prin-

ciples, and the eftablifhment of this feci; under the authority

of Parliament: prefbytery abolifhed after the Reftoration:

the intolerance of the prefbyterian hierarchy while it exifted,

and the powers exercifed by it: the manner of ordination

as praftifed by it : the requifition to take the folemn league

and covenant : the tenor of the teftimonials given at ordi-

nations : the rife of a new clafs of minifters in this period :

and the controverfy on the validity of prefoyterian ordina-

tion, to which it gave rife. P. 263—279.

^. 2. O^ the Independents. The fundamental principle of

this fe£f:: their churches denominated congregational, in

diftindlion ixom parochial', the origin of this feft, and firft

church : their increafc during the protectorate oV Cromwell :

a fynod holden by them : the conftitution of their churches

friendly to the exercife of private judgment. P. 279—286,

§. 3. Of the Baptijls. Their firft formation into a feparate

fcciety : a general aflembly holden by them in 1689 : a fund

raifed for the fupport of a regular minifter : the queftions

debated ,
at this affembly : the caution of their addrefst®



CONTENTS^ XXXL

James II. on his " Declaration of Liberty of Confcience :'*

a fummary of their faith and praftice agreed on : the manner

in which the bufinefs of the afTe.iibly was condu6ted.

Another general afTembly holden in i 69 r . A (hort confef-

fion ot faith publlihsd : a review of fome of its articles. A
third general afTembly convened at London: the tranfac-

tions of it: acontroverfy concerning vocal mufic in public

worfhip ; the determination of the affembly on it: an aadrefs

to KingJViL'iajn on the difcovcry of the a ffifTi nation plot: a

charge of d nying both the divinity and humanity of Chrifl

brought againfl Mr. Matthew C':rffin : Mr. Ciffins defence

of himfelf, and the determination of the afTembly : the affair

refumed and fettled at a fubfequent affernbly in the county

of Northampton. Public difpulations holden at different

times and at different places, particularly one at Portfmouth

under his Majefty's licence, between the baptifts and psedo-

baptifts. Mr. Pilkington's hiftory and renunciation of

popery : the addrefs of the baptifts on the death orjamcsli.

Different denominations ofbaptifts, v\z, particular Txnd general'.

a peculiar ofBce,thatofmeffengers, among them. P. 286-328.

Biographical memoirs of eminent charafters amongft the

baptifts. Mr. Wm. Kiffin. Mr. Thomas Patient. Mr.
yohn Bunyan, his education, converfion, poverty, preaching,

fufferings, and imprifonment ; his enlargement, his labours,

death, charafter, and works, particularly the Pilp-rim's

Progrefs. Mr. Ifaac Lamb, Mr. Thomas Grsaitham, .Mr
Janm Marham. Mr. Edward Morecock, Mr. John Millcrm

Mr. George Hammon^ and others. P. 328—369.

§. 4. Of the Quakers, Inftances in which the Aft of
Toleration was modelled to meet the fcruples of this party

of diffenters, and to afford them relief. An inftance which

marked a rigorous fpirit towards them. Their fufferings.

An A6lof Parliament to admit their folemn affirm uion in-

ilead of an^ oath paffed, A claufe relative to the exadraent



XXXli CONTENTS.

of tithes introduced, A bill brought into the Houfe of

Lords to enforce the better payment of fmall tithes and other

church dues, oppofed and laid afid^. The addrefs of the

Society of Friends after the peace of Ryfwick in 1697. The

fpiritof perfecution breaks out, and a petition againfl; them

prepared to be prefented to the Houfe of Commons,
but difcountenanced. An addrefs from the Society of

Friends on the death of James II. P, 369—388.

Memoirs of fome diftinguifhed chara6lers who appeared

In this community : namely, Mr. Alexander Parker^ Mr.

Robert Lodge-, Mr. Thomas Salthoufe^ Mr. Chas, MarJIially

Mr. John Crook^ Mr. Robert Barclay^ and Mr. George Fox.

P. 388-.414.

CHAPTER IV.

New Charitable Inftitutions.

Aflbciations for inllruftion and devotion. The origiri

of the focieties for the reformation of manners: their

progrefs and effefts : their diftribution of books. The
murder of Mr. Cooper and Mr. Dent. The rife of the

*' Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge," and of

*' Charity Schools." The difperfion of bibles, common-
prayer books, and tra^fls. Voltaire's method of enlightening

the world, and Count Strueiifee's remark upon it. The
hiflory of the firft charity fchool opened by proteftant dif-

ienters. The abufe made of the charity fchools in the

eftablifhed churrh, from difafre6tion to the government: the

offence taken at it. The Society for promoting Chriflian

Knowledge extend their views to other countries, and enlarge

their plan by thedlitribution of books in foreign languages^

and by the eftablifhment of fchools and miffions. Origin

of the " Society for the propagation of the Gofpel in New
*' England and the parts adjacent in America," in 1646;

and the new eftablifliments given to it by Charles IL sind



CONTENTS. XXXIU

K'mgJVilliam. The^bjects of it. Mr. Boyle'ilc^ure, A
general view of the fermons preached at it, and publifhed

under the patronage of the truftees of the inftitution. An
account of the Rev. Dr. Thomas Bray, and his bene-

volent exertions. P. 415—44.7.

CHAPTER V.

A Concife Review oF Theological Publications.

A Spirit of Enquiry, its operation. Trafls publifhed on

occafion of the Revolution. Lodes ^' Firft Letter on To-
*' leration ;" the various editions of it, its principle and

e{Fe6ls. '*A Letter to a Member of Parliament on the

*• liberty of the Prefs," and other Tra8:s on the fame fub-

jeft, by Dr. Tyndal and Mr. Charles Blount. M'iUon's

" Areopagitica." ClifforcT^ "Treatife on Human Reafon."

*^ An Enquiry into the Conflitution, Difcipline, Unity,

*' and Worfhip of the Primitive Church, within the firft

** three centuries." Mr. Clarkfons Treatifes. Dr. Thomas

Burnet's " Archaeologiae Philofophicae ; i.e. An Enquiry

*' into the Doctrine of the antient Philofophers concerning

" the Original of the World," reviewed. Sir Norton

KnatchbuWs " Annotations upon fome difficult Texts in

^^ all the books of the New Teftament." Mr. Tong's

" Vindication of Nonconfoamity." An Anonymous Pub-

lication of a candid and liberal Churchman, entitled " A
" Plea for Abatement in matters of Conformity to feveral

** Injun6lioRS and Orders of the Church of England."

" By Irenans Jumor a conforming Member of the Church
•* of England," 4to. Writers againft Revelation ; Lord

Herbert^ of Cherbury ; Mr. Thomas Hobhes j Mr. Charles

Blount ;
" The Oracles of Reafon ;" the Anfwers to it.

—



XXXI
V^ CONTENTSi'^

Dr. WiUiam King*s " Difcourfe concerning the Inven-

'^tions of men in the Worfhip of God.*' Mr. Bo)fe*s

^* Remarks on it." Mr, Jajiies Oiven's Plea for Scripture

^' Ordination." Mr. Locke's " Reafonablenefs of Chrift-

" ianity, as delivered in the Scriptures ;** a Review of it

;

the alarm it created; Anfwers to it; the Author's Vin-

" dicktion of it. Mr. Bald's defence of it. Bifhop Bur-

net's ** Expofuion of the Thirty-Nine Articles of the

*^ Church of England. The Hiftory of it; attaclced by Dr.

Bhdes and Dr. Edwards, P. 448—504.

., CHAPTER VI.

Biographical Sketches of Eminent Chara6i:ers

'^"^-
and Writers.

Dr. Obad'ah Grexv, Dr. John Collins, Mr. John

Faldo, Mr. John Flaveh Mr, Richard Baxter, Mr.

Thomas Rofizvell ; the Profecution of him; Judge Jej^e-

ries's behaviour on the trial ; the ifTue of it. The fenti-

ipents of the Right Hon. Charles James Fox, Mr;

RofeneWs fubfequent hiftory, and death. The liberal

conduft of two Clergymen. Mr. Richard Steel, Mr.

Thomas Gilbert. Mr. Robert Billio, Mr. Richard Mayo.

Mr. Henry Newcome, Dr. Samuel Annejly, Mr. Philip

'^Mr^.' Mt, Nat/ianiel Vincent. Mr. Tho?nas Cole. Mr.

Matthew Barker, Dr, William Bates, Mr. Matthezv

• Mead, P. 505-—529. \

APPENDIX,
"a 51^3 '• :-)•:, rC' :;:'.: .':^ "

(h'j
jNfumber 1. "The Cafe of the Proteflant Dlflenters

*^ reprefented and argued by Mr. John HoTpe', P. 53 1—542.

Number II. /' Afi Abftra6l of the ^Reafons for and
''^\ againft the Bill of iJnioh.*' 'P.' 542—549.



CONTEXTS. XXXY,

Number ILL ** Heads of Agreement afTented to by

*' the United Minifters in and about London, formerly

" called Prefbyterian and Congregational ; not as a meafure

*' for any national Conftitution, but for the Prefervation of

" Order in our Congregations, that can not come up to the

^* common rule by law eftablifhed. P. ^49—556.

Number IV. " DiiTenters Addrefs on the Death of

*' Queen Mary.'*

Number V. " Lifts of Students educated in the different

" Seminaries, of which an account has been given," from

p. 225 to p. 261.

I. Mr. Woodhoufes Pupils, - p. 559—567.
II. Mi'.lVarren'iy - - - ?• 5^7—^jo*

IIL Mr. Charles Moretons^ - - p. 573—574.

IV. Mr. Frankland^s - - - p. 575.

V. Mr. Doolittles - - - p. 584. - '-

CONTENTS OF THE NOTES.

CHAPTER L

pAGE 23j Inilance of a Profecution for non-attending

divine worfhip: the cafe of Mr. Banger, P. 27,

the name of the Commiflioners for a revifal of the liturg}^,

the forms of divine worftiip and the book of cannons. P.

32—33, Dr. Aldrkh and Dr. Jane, fketches of the bio-

graphy of them. P. 35, the original copy of the review

of the liturgy lodged with Dr. Tennifon, P. 39, Family

Prayer, the caufe of its difufe, and the remedy provided

for this decay of devotion. P. 5c, " Vox Cleri," and the

anfwers to it. P. 56, Bifhop IFarburfons remark on the

anfwer of the Englifh bar«ns, " Nolumus lege^ Angliae



:^XXVl CONTENTS.

"mtitari." P. 6i, Archbifliop Blackburnes remark on the

lower houfe of Convocation, and their notion of religion.

P. 63, Dr. Furneauxs cenfureof the Convocation. P. 73,

Dr- Kenn, anecdotes of. P. y^,^ William Perm's characSler

vindicated from a mifreprefentation of it by Bifhop Burnet.

P. IQI, Mr. Zc^cid's definition of a church,

CHAPTER II.

Se8:ion t. The A8; of fubmiffion in the 25th of Henry

VIII. p. 161. Dr. Binckes\ death.— Se6lion 2, p. 179,

Dr. Watts's devotional declamation. P. 185, Ballad, called

*' The Battle Royal."—Seftion 3. p. 196, Dr. xliW/Vs can-

dour and retradtation. P. 204, Mr. Ortoris recommendat/on

of Dr. Williams s " Gofpel Truth dated and vindicated."

CHAPTER IIL

Seftion I. p. 219, the Oxford and Cambridge oaths.

P. 230, Certificate of Mr. William /'^(^^(a'/zt'z^/^'s ordination.

P. 237, Mr. DgoUUIcs meeting, the firft built after the

fire of London. P. 258, alFeftmg inftances of the diflolu-

tionof the churches of the Proteftants in France.—Se61ion

2. p. 33^, the origin of Dlfienters in the town of Bedford.

P. 35?, Mr. Granlham KilUngwortKs charafter.

CHAPTER IV.

Page 440, Dr. Bentley\ great concern on account of his

fermons at Mr. Boyle's lefture.

CHAPTER V.

Page 463, Mr. Clifford's " Treatife of Human Reafon,"

commended. P. 47 1> Liberality of the prefent times. P.

484, I/aac Le Peyreres Treatifes, imprifonment, and recan-

tation. P. 487, the Biographlae Britannicae, and Goadby'%

Britifn Biography, corre6led.

CHAPTER VI.

Page 514. The Hon. Mr. Charles Jomes Fox's letter.



A HISTORY

OF THE

EROTESTANT DISSENTERS^

From the Revolution to the Death of Ki?i<j

William in 1702*

sae

INTRODUCTION,

THE Act of Toleration, with which the

reign of King William and Queen Mary began,

formed a new epoch in the Ecclefiaflical Hiflory of

Great-Britain. While we look back on the ages of

fuperftition and fpiritual tyranny, which preceded

the Reformation \ and furvey, in later times, the

coritefts occafioned by the new religious eftablifhment

which had its origin during the reign of Henry VIII.

but was not brought to a permanent ftate till that

of his daughter Queen Elizabeth
; painful fcenes

of oppreffion on one fide, and of fulFerings on the

other, pafs before us. The fuccefTive reigns of the

Stuarts had exhibited a feries of penal flatuces in

religion and of feverities, the obje£i: of which was

to filence, if not to exterminate, thofe who protefled
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againft the defers of the Reformation from Popery ^

called in queftion any of the do£lrines retained in the

Proteflant Creed ; or refufed a compliance with the

forms and ceremonial fettled by A6ls of Parliament.

The DifTenters from the Church of England, as it

was modelled in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, who

at their firfl origin obtained the name of Puritans,

enjoyed a ftiort breathing from the fevere afTauIts of

perfecution, during the exiflence of the Prefbyterian

form of Church Government, in the time of the

Republic. They then bore the ecclefiaftical keys

;

but it was not a period of religious freedom and

toleration. Authority in religion was ufurped and

exercifed in their provincial affemblies } and the

commonwealth pafTed an ordinance for punifhing

blafphemies and herefies, than which no decree of

any Council, no bull of any Pope, could be more

dogmatical or authoritative ; few, if any, have been

more fanguinary. The livings of the cpifcopal

clergy were fequeftercd, and a fevere ordinance was

cnaded againfl thofe who had been thus deprived.

During the periods preceding the accefTion of the

Prince of Orange to the throne of England^ in which

one perfecuting mcafure had followed another j

trafts had been written, both by the Independents

and the Quakers, [id^s newly rifcn up,) in the caufe

of religious libeny, and In defence of the rights of

confcience ; but the arguments in tbefe publicaiions,

coming from the pens of the oppressed, not of those

in pov/er. neither produced a conviction, nor dii"

femin^ited juft ideas on the fubj'^fl; fo widrly as lo
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have any general eiFe£i:. The alarm and danger

which the Church of England felt during the reign

of King James IL, arifing in a great mcafure from his

precipitate and violent attempts to introduce Popery,

contributed much to prepare the way for the Act

of Toleration ; by difpofmg the Members and the

Clergy of the Eftablifhment to make a common caufe

with the DiiTenters, as againft a common enemy*

*' The Prince of Orange, in his own opinion, always

*^ thought, that confcience was God's province

;

*^ and that it ought not to be impofed on : and his

** experience in Holland made him look on tolera-

** tion as one of the wifefl: meafures of govern-

*' ment."* The neceffities of the times demanded it

;

as a bond of union, as a termination of calamitous

fcenes, as a fecurity to the new civil eftablifliment, it

became neceffary. It reflected a glory on the ^ra

to which it gave a date; and in the following hif--

tory it will appear, that the mod: favourable Confe-

quenceSj an enlargement of toleration by new Ads
of Legiflature, freedom of enquiry, and the progrefs

of knowledge, followed from it. After many years

of religious contention, it was a general adt of

pacification. It put an end to the reflraints, fines,

imprifonments, and cruelties, which had haraffed

the confcientious. Though it was partial and limited,

and left much to be done, yet it was a mod valuable

advantage gained to the interefts of truth ; and it

gave to a numerous body of citizens a weight in the

* Burnet's " Hiilory of his own TimeSj" vol, iT. p. i6. lamo,

Edinbtrgh.

B 2



iv INtRODUCTIOK.

political fcale, which, though it was their birth-rigbt,

and highly beneficial to the community, the illibera-

lity and injuftice of former times and former reigns

had denied them. Notwlthftanding the oppreffions

fufFered during thofe periods, the DifTenters had in-

creafed in numbers; and now confided of feveral

parties, who had not the fame views on all points

of religious enquiry and praflice. They ranked

under the different denominations of Independents,

Prefbyterians, Baptifts, and Quakers. With refpect

to the (late, indeed, they generally formed but one

body: each of ihefe denominations, neverthelefs,

claims a particular and fpecific notice, and has its own

hiftory ; they all participate in the national events

and meafures. The fpirit of enquiry, to which the

Aft of Toleration gave exiflence, embraced various

fubjefts that had not before fallen under invefliga-

tion ; and diffufed its influence through the members

of the Eftablilhment itfelf. The human mind began

vigoroufly to exert its native powers, and to range

with delight through the wide field of religious

knowledge. The fafts which the following pages

will detail, will illuftrate and confirm this general

(latement.
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THE GENERAL HISTORY.

THE accefiion of William Prince of Orange to

theEnglifh throne diiFufed joy through these

nations, and all the neighbouring dates and king-

doms. It relieved the fears of thofe who were ready-

to defpair, as to the exlilence of the Proteftant Reli-

gion and the liberties of Europe : and great hopes

were entertained that the religious diffentions with

which Great-Britain had been for many years dis-

tracted, would fubfide into harmony and peace.

The Prince, in his declaration, publifhed at the time

of his expedition into England, promifed his bed

efforts to promote a good agreement between the

Church of England and all Proteflant DiiTenters;

and to prote£l and fecure all thofe who would live

peaceably under the government, from every kind of

perfecution upon th? account of their religion. The
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Diffenters, in their addreffes to the throne,* ex-

preffed an ardent hope that their Majefties would, by

their wifdom and authority, eftabHlh a firm union

among their Proteftant fubje£ls in matters of reli-

gion ; and compofe the differences between them,

by making the rule of Chriflianity the rule of con-

formity. Though the government was invefted in

two royal perfonages, the Queen's difpofitions and

principles gave no reafon to apprehend divided

counfels. Previoufly to the Revolution, the bifhops

and clergy, with great unanimity, had acknowledged

the neceffity of widening the ecclefiaflical founda-

tion, and of forming a clofer correfpondence with

the foreign Proteftants. The behaviour of the

Proteftant DilTenters at that critical junfture, it was

confefTed, was fo wife and generous, that it juflly

entitled them to the friendfhip of the Church ; which,

tmlefs it were ^' refolved to fet all the world againft:

it," as Bifl^op Burnet expreffes himfelf, could not-

decline all the returns of eafe and favour which were

in its pGwer.f It alfo augured well, that the A(5i: of

Toleration, exempting Diffenters from all penalties

for not going to church, and for holding feparate

meetings, on condition of taking out warrants for

the houfes in which they affembled, and including

an obligation on the juftices to grant fuch warrants,

pafTed eafily. It was propofed by fome, that this

* See my edition of NeaFs " Hiftory of the Puritans," b. t.

p. 78, 79, 80.

i Dr, Calamy*s Abridgement of Baxter's Life, vol. ii. p. 427*
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Aft fliould be in force only for a limited time, as a

temporary indulgence, that it might be an induce-

ment with the Diflenters to demean themfelves in a

manner which would merit the renewal of it, when
the ftipulated term of years ihould expire ; but this

amendment was rejefted, from obferving the general

difpofition in favour of the A<5i-, and from an appre-

henfion that no future time might prove fo favourable

to its being ena^ed. The party of Chriflians called

Socinians were excepted from the benefit of this

Aft : but it aiforded proteftion to the Quakers

;

and indulged them with a permiiEon to give fecurity

for their allegiance to government by a folemn

declaration, in lieu of the oaths required from other

diflenters.

In thefe refpefts the afpeft of the times was pro»

mifing ; but darknefs and clouds, portending future

ftorms, foon gathered. New animofities arofe;

different fenfations, both as to political and eccle-

fiailical matters, agitated the public mind. Some,

Cnce King James, to whom they had fworn allegiance,

was (till alive, fcrupled taking the oaths to the new

government. While many, from a wife and liberal

defign of ftrengthening the foundations of the new

ftate of thing*?, propofed alterations and amendments

in the conftitution, worfliip, and difcipline of the

Church : others ftrenuoufly oppofed any change.

Thefe controverfies were managed with great warmth

and eagernefs. The Diffenters, hoping that they

fliould, in the iffue, be no lofers by fuch debates,
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.•^...'.ftepd by, making their remarks They were much

^^^^ncliuraged in this hope, by obferving, that in the

feepnt aifputes with the Papifts, the Divines of the

Eftabryihed Chtirch had been obliged to appeal to

more fOar]?.e^ and found principles of Proteftantifm

than they had before entertained ; and had been

led into more liberal views and more confident

fentiments.

\Y,bo.n^the fuccefTion to the throne, which James

lid's abdfct ion had left vacant, was.determined and

fettle^^h|fpirit of animofity foon broke out again;

V^and/fiibfec^ent proceedings cut off all their hopes

;of a >more perfect union with the Diffenters than

,was effe61ed by the Aft of Toleration. In 1689,

Bills for a comprehenfion and an indulgence were

brought into Parliament ; both were canvalTed

;

and many and Vi^arm debates took place in theHoufes

of Lords and Commons. Some, of confined and

illiberal views, forgot their fornier declarations and

promifes, and argued for keeping the Diffenters

under a bond ; others expreffed more generous

difpofitions, and were advocates for meafures which

,. .would meet their fcruples and conciliate their minds.

But Burnet fays, " that thofe who moved for the

*' Bill of Comprehenfion, and afterwards brought it

*^ into the Houfe, a^ed a very^difingenuous part

;

^' for while they (ludied to recommend themfelves

" by this fhew of moderation, they urged their

^t friends to oppofe it ; and thofe who gave it their

/^ cordial fupport, were reprefented as enemies to
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f' the Church, and as a6luated by a fecrct intention

^' to fubvert it.*

At this juncture, Mr. Howe, who had been

ejected by the Aft of Uniformity, from the reftory

of Great Torrington in Devonlhire,
: publiihed a

Iheet of paper, in which he fairly and candidly

dated the cafe of the Diflenters, and with great

ability and judgment pleaded their rights. His

traft proceeded on this undoubted principle, that the

DiiFenters were under one common obligation, with

the reft of mankind, by the univerfal law of nature

to worHiip God in public alTemblies. His reafoning

is then directed and applied to exifting hCts
;

namely, that things were annexed to the public

worfhip of reformed Chriftianity in the Church of

England, which, it was acknowledged, were neither

neceffary in themfelves, nor parts of Chriftianity.

As the Diflenters judged them to be in fome part

finful, they could not with a good confcience con-

form to the public worftiip which the law enjoined

;

and yet the law ftriftly forbad their aflembling to

worftiip God otherwife. This was as if the Legif-

lature ftiould fay, " If you will not confcnt with us
" in our fupperadded rites and modes againft your
" confciences, youftiall not worftiip God; or ifyou
*' will not accept our additions to the Chriftian

"religion, you fiiall. not be Chriftians;" and

manifeftly tended to reduce a great part of a Chrift-

ian nation to Paganifm. On thefe premifes, as the

f Burnet's "Hiftory of his own times,'* vol. iv.p. 15. Edinb.
?dit. in ijmo.
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Diflcnters had been accuflomcd for many years,

unlefs when retrained by violence, to hold diflinft

affemblies, and to worfliip God in a way which

their confcienccs approved ; Mr. Howe enquires,

whether they are to be blamed for this condu£l ?

Whether laws enjoining additions to our religion,

acknowledged by all not to be eiTential and neceffary,

and deemed by many fmful, and thus becoming

exclufive terms of communion, ought to have been

paffed I Whether fuch laws fliould be continued ?

cfpecially when they were enabled by a Parliament,

which, there was much reafon to believe, fufFered

itfelf to be dealt with to enflave the nation, in feverai

refpecls; and which, to his honour, the noble Earl

of Danby procured to be diffolved, as the firft ftep

towards the deliverance of the nation ? And
whether it were reafonable to exclude all that con-

form not in every thing to the Church of England,

from any part or (hare of the civil power ? The

author difcuffed thefe queftions with much pertinence

of illuftration, and force of argument. Amongft

other obfervations, he fays, " It ought to be con-

*' fidered that Chriftianity, wherein it fuperadds to

*^ the law of nature, is all matter of revelation ; and
** it is well known, that even among Pagans, in fettling

*' rites and inftitutes of religion, revelation was pre-

** tended at leaft ; upon an implied principle, that in

*' fuch matters human power could not oblige the

** people's confciences. This appears by thecondu^l

*' of Numa, who affefled to derive his pacific code of

religious laws from the nymph Egeria. And the<c
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*' priefts, to whom the regulation of fuch matters

*' was left, were believed to be infpired.'*

This fmall tract has been twice delivered to the

public by Dr. Calamy ; but as it cannot fail to

gratify, we fliall infert it in the Appendix.

The fentiments which Mr. Howe advanced and

defended from the prefs, had the fanftion of the

King from the throne. In one of his fpeeches to

the two Houfes, March i8, 1689, he expreffed his

hope, " that they would leave room for the admiffion

'^ of allProteftants whowere willing and able to ferve

" him." This he recommended as " a meafure,

^' which would more clofely unite them together, and

*' ftrengthen them againfl the common adverfary.**

Purfuant hereto, when the Aft for abrogating the

oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, and appointing

other oaths, was read a fecond time in the Houfe of

Lords, a claufe was propofed, to take away the

neceflity of receiving the Sacrament at Church to

make a man capable of holding any office. This

claufe was afterwards reported to the Houfe, but it

was rejefted by a great majority. The Lords

Delamere, Stamford, North, Grey, Chefterfield,

Wharton, Lovelace, and Vaughan, entered their

proteft againft the decifion of the Houfe 5 a proteft

grounded on thefe principles: " That an hearty union

" amongft Proteftants is a greater fecurity to the

" Church and State, than any teft that could be in-

'' vented: that this obligation toreceive the Sacrament,

* No. I. See alfo Calamy's Abridgement of Baxter's Life, vol. ii»

p. 429—439} and Life of Mr. Howe, p. 146—a6».
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^' is a ted on Proteflants rather than on-Papifts: that

** fo long as it is continued, there could not be that

" hearty and thorough union among Proteflants

^' which has always been wiflied, and is at this time

** indifpenfably necelTary ; and laftly, that a greater

'* caution ought not to be required from fuch as -

*' were admitted into offices, than from the Members
" of the two Houfes of Parliament, who were not

*' obliged to receive the Sacrament to enable them

" to fit in either Houfe."*

This claufe being loft; another modification of the

Teft Laws was propofed, by a claufe of provifo,

that any man fliould be fufficiently qualified for any

office, employment, or place of truft, who, within a

year before or after his admiffion or entrance there-

into, did receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,

cither according to the ufage of the Church of

England, or in any other Proteftant congregation,

and could produce a certificate under the hands

of the Minifter and two other credible perfons,

members of fuch a Proteftant congregation. It

was a recommendation of this provifo, that while

it confulted the fcruples of the moderate difTenter, it

was an efFe6tual barrier againft the confcientious

Papift's intrufion into office ; and left the mode

and circumftances of receiving the Sacrament, as

an inftance of obedience to the divine inftitution,

and a deliberate a£l: of pure devotion, to the judg-

ment and confciences of individuals. But the mild

* A complete Colledion of Protells, p. 6a, 63.—Birch's Life of

Tillotfon, p. 170, 171.
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counfels of wlfdom and equity are not heard amidd

the agitations of party. On the queflion being

put, this claufe was likewife rejected by a great ma-

jority. Six Lords diflinguifhed themfelves by entering

their diflent : namely, Oxford, Lovelace, Wharton,

Mordaunt, Montague, and Paget. Their proted

was placed on thefe grounds : " That the reje£i:ioil

" of the claufe gave a great part of the Proteflant

*' freemen reafon to complain of hard ufage ; and

" it deprived the king and kingdom, for a mere
" fcruple of confcience, which implicated no caufe of

*' fufpicion or difaiFe£lion to the government, of the

*' fer.vices of divers fit and able men : That when the

" King had, as the common and indulgent father of

*' his people, exprelTed an earned defire of liberty

^' for tender confcienees to his Proteflant fubjecls,

*' and divers bifliops had profeiTed the fame and
*^ owned its reafonablenefs, there was reafon to

** apprehend it would, by confining fecular employ-
*' mcnts to ecclefiaftical conformity, raife fufpicions

*' in men's minds of fomething different from the cafe

*' of religion and the public, or a defign to heal the

*' national breaches : That, to fet a mark of humi-
*' liation and diftinflion on any fort of men, who had
^' not rendered themfelves juftly fufpefled to the

*^ government, ought always to be avoided by tbe

*' makers of juft and equitable laws ; but v/ou!d

*' have a particular ill ellefl on the reformed interell

^' at home and abroad, at a junflure that flood iu

*' need of the united hands and hearts of ail Pro-

" teflants : That it turned the edge of a law, intended
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*' againft Papifts, upon Proteftants and the friends

*' of government ; and made taking the Sacrament

" the means of weakening the interelt of Proteftants,

*' by cafting off a part of them; That as the myfteries

" of religion and divine worfhip are of divine

" original, and of a nature wholly diftin£l from the

" ferular affairs of public fociety, they cannot be

" applied to thofe ends ; and, by the law of the

" Gofpel, and on the principles of prudence, offence

'^ ought not to be given to tender confciences,

" within or without the Church, by mixing facred

" myfteries with fecular interefts j and, that topunifh

*' any one without a crime is inconfiftent with the

'' law of God, with common equity, and the right

*' of every free-born fubjed. If not to take the

*' Sacrament according to the ufage of the Church
^^ of England be a crime, every one ought to be

" puniflied for it; this no one affirms : If it be no

" crime, thofe who are capable and judged fit for

** employment by the King, ought not to be puniftied

*' with a law of exclusion, for not doing that which
^' it is no crime to forbear : And that taking the Sa-

" crament in any Proteftant congregation would be
'^ as effe»51ual a tcft to difcover andkeep outPapifts.'**

Thefe Bills, which had a conciliatory tendency,

having failed ; the ol)je(St which had been propofed

by (hem was brought forward under another form,

in a Bill " for uniting their Majefties' Proteftant

" fubje<^ls/' In the Committee this Bill luiderwent

feveral amendments. Biftiop Burnet moved a

* CoIle<5tion of Protefts, p. 64, 6s -
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provlfo, that the fubfcription it requires to the

Articles fhould only be, inftead of aflent and confent,

to fubmit^ with a promife of conformity. There was

alfo a provifo for difpenfmg with kneeling at the

Sacrament, and being baptized with the fign of the

Crofs, to fuch as, after conference upon thofe

heads, (hould folemnly proteft they were not fatisfied

as to the lawfulnefs of them. Another provifo was

offered, that in imitation of the A6ls palTed in the

reigns of Henry VIII. and Edward VI., a number

of perfons, both of the clergy and laity, fhould be

empowered to prepare fuch a reformation of things,

relating to the Church, as might be offered to the

King and Parliament, in order to heal the exiuing

divifions, and to correal the errors and defe6ls of

the conftitution. The firft provifo was, obvioufly,

little calculated to yield fatisfa£i:ion to a fcrupulous

mind ; for integrity would revolt at a promife of

conforming to points, to which the judgment could

not confcicntioufly and fmcerely give its afTent. And
the bifhop incurred, by moving it, the fevere cen*

fure of the clergy ; as he did alfo, by the zealous

fupport which he gave to the claufe for dif|:enfmg

with the poflure of kneeling at the Sacrament. The
fecond provifo occafioned a warm debate; for the

chief exception of the DifTenters being dirc<^ed

againft the poflure, it was thought that to give up

this, was to open a way for them to come into em-

ployments : yet it was carried in the Houfe of Lords.

The third provifo, that fome laymen fhould be

included in the commifEon, was prefTed v/ith great
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carnefrn^fs by many of the temporal lords. Bifhop

Burnet was againd it for fear of oiFending the

clergy; under an apprehenfion, that they would look

upon it as taking the matter out of their hands,

when he thought they were difpofed to come into

the defign with zeal and unanimity. But he was

foon afterwards convinced that he had taken a

wrong meafare, and that the method propofed by

the temporal lords was the only one that was

likely to prove effectual. Upon the queftion being

put, the votes, with the proxies, were equal ; and fo

it was, according to the ancient rule in like, cafes,"

*' femper prsefumiter pro negante," the decifion

was confidered as a negative.

Leave was given to any lords to enter diiTents

:

accordingly, the Marquis of Wincheder, Lords

Mordaunt and Lovelace, protefled, on the following

reafons : "That the act being defigned for the peace

" of the (late, exclufively to put the clergy into the

" commiilion, as if they alone were friends to it, laid

" an humiliation on the laity, as lefs able or lefs con-

*' cerned to provide for it : That there could.be no
** reafon why commilTioners for altering things of a

*' civil conrcitution only, which derived their eftablifli-

" ment froni-the King, Lords, and Commons, fhould

" confiO: of men of one order only ; but on the

** fuppofition, thai human reafon was to be quitted in

*' this affair, and the infpirationof fpiritual men alone

" to be depended upon : That though, upon Romifti

"principles, the clergy alone may have aright to

^'' meddle in matters of religion; yet this did not hold
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" where the Church was acknowledged to confifl: of

*' laity as well as clergy; (o thofe matters of religion

"which fall under human determination, being pro-

" perly the bufinefs of the Church, belong to both,

" as neither clergy or laity can make any alteration in

" divine inftitutions : That to plead, that the mixing

*' of laymen with ecclefiafticswould frudrate thedefign

" of the commifTion, by the rife of differences and

*' delays, was vain and out of doors; unlefs on the

*^ fuppofition that the clergy and laity have di(tin<^

*' interefts; a reafon, if good, why one or other (hould

'' quit the houfe, for fear of obftrii^ling the bufinefs

" of it : That the fatisfa£i:ion of DifTenters being in-

" tended by the commiflion, it was convenient, more

" efFeflually to find expedients for that end, to mix in

*^ it laymen of different ranks and of different opinions

*' too, than confine it only to clergymen, who are

" obferved to have generally much the fame way of

*' reafoningand thinking: That the moflready way to

*' facilitate the pafling of any alterations into a law,

*' was to join in the CommifTion lay lords and com-

" mons, who might be able to fatisfy both houfes of

" the reafons upon which they were made ; and

** thereby remove all fears and jealoufies which evil

" men might raifeagainfl the clergy, ofendeavouring,

" wkhout grounds, to keep up a diftinct intereft from

" that of the laity, whom they fo carefully exclude

" from joining with them in confultations of common
" concernment, as to debar them from any part in the

" deliberation, who have the greateft in the determi-

" nation : That fuch a reftridedcommilTion was open

C
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** to this great objedllon, that it might be made ufe

*' of to evade repeated promifes and the general

*^ expectation of a compliance with tender con-

*' fciences ; when providing for it was taken out

" of the ordinary courfe of Parliament, and put

^' into the hands of thofe alone who were lateft in

*' admitting any need of it, and who might be

** thought, fmce they were looked upon by fome as

*^ parties, to be the more unfit to be the fole com-
*' pofers of differences : And laflly, that it carriedwith

** it a dangerous fuppofirion, as if the laity were uot

** a part of the Church, nor had any power to meddle

" in matters of religion ; a fuppofition directly

** oppofite to the conftitution both of church and

*' (late ; a fuppofition, which would make all altera-

** tions utterly impoffible, fmce what is eftablifhed

*' by law cannot be taken away or changed but

*^ by confent of laymen in Parliament, the clergy

** themfelves having no authority to meddle in this

*' very cafe, in which the lajty are excluded by this

** vote, but what they derive from lay hands.

To thtfe reafons the Earl of Stamford added,

^^That as well on other grounds he diffented on this

*' reafon ; becaufe it was contrary to the three

*' (latutes made in the reign of Henry VIII. and one

*' in Edward VI. which empowered thirty-two com-

*' miilloners to alter the canon and ecclefiaftical

*' law, &c. whereof fix teen to be of the laity, and

*' fixteen of the clergy.'*

This protefl: of the Lords has, with greatpropriety,

been charafterized by a very fenfible writer, as " an



C. I, PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 19

*' admirable proteft."* But, asufnal, the matter was

decided more by the prejudices of party, than by the

principles of reafon andequity; and the protefl: of the

lords had no other effect, than to exprefs their own
liberal and jufl feniiments, and to convey down to

pollerity a vindication of their own conduct. The
bill was fent down to the Houfe of Commons, and it

was allowed to lie on the table. But inflead of

proceeding in it, they rcfolved on an addrefs to

the King, requeuing him to fummon a convocation

of the clergy to attend, according to cuftom, on the

feiTion of Parliament. The' Lords joined in this

addrefs, which was prefented to his Majedy on

the 2oih of April. He returned no anfwer till the

next day, when he declared that the Church of

England (liould always be his peculiar care. He
exprefled his hope, that the eafe defigned for Dif-

fenters, which the addrefs profeffed it v/as their

intention to take into confiderarion, would very

much contribute to the^eftablifliment of the Church
;

he earneftly recommended it to them to remove the

occafions of diiterences and animofities ; and pro-

mifed, as foon as it would be convenient, to fummon

a convocation.

The party that was now beginning to be formed

againft the government, fays Bifliop Burnet,

pretended great zeal for the Church, and declared

their apprehenfions that it was in danger. Thefe

men, as they were unfrie dly and relu6^ant even

to the toleration, fo they were much oiFended

* Belfham's Hiftory of William III, vol. i. p. laS.

C 2
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with the Bill of Union, as containing matters rela-

tive to the Church, on which the rcprefentaiive body

of the clergy had not even been convened. Even

they who affedled to be mod favourable to the

Diflenters did not give their fupport to the bill.

Their maxim was, that it was neceifary to keep up

a flrong fa£lion in church and (late. Any mea-

fures which would render fo great a body as the

Prefbyterians cafy, and conciliate their minds to

the Church, were not, in their opinion, confident

with this maxim. The toleration, they con-

ceived, would be bed maintained, in proportion as

the numbers who needed it, and were intereded

in the prefervation of it, were great. On thefe

principles the Bill of Union, being at once zealoufly

oppofed, and feebly fupported, proved abortive."*

The temper and iituation of the nation, while this

affair was agitated, appears from a converfation

which took place in the prefence of Sir John Rerefby,

governor of York, and afterwards a non-juror.

A few days after their Majedies' coronation, Dr,

Burnet, bifliop of Salifbury, complained to the Mar-

quis of Halifax, lord privy feal, of the flow proceed-

ings of the Commons, faying the Dutch would clap

up a peace with France, if they did not mend their

* Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times, vol. iv. p. 15, 16.

It would interrupt the narrative by a long digreflion, were the rea-

fons urged in favour of the Bill of Union, and againfl: it, to be

drawn out into a full ftatement ; but it may give the reader fatis-

fadion to fee how the matter was argued, and affill him in judging

of the principles on which the Bill was loft, if we lay before him,

rom the ftate papers, an abftras^of thofe reafons. See Appendix II.
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pace. He obferved, that the Church of England

was in the fault, and exprelTcd hirafelf as if he

thought they meant a kindnefs to King James by

their method of procedure. The Lord Privy Seal

agreed with him in his fentiments ; and added, the

Church people hated the Dutch, and would rather

turn Papifts than receive the Prefbyterians among

them : but that, on the other hand, thefe were to

the full as rank and inveterate as thofe, and would

marr all their bufmefs by their inadvertence with

regard to their Bill of Comprehenfion, and their ill-

timing of other bills; in fliort, that they would difguft

thofe from whom they looked for indulgence. Both

his lordlhip and the bifhop exprtfled their anger

at the addrcfs which the Commons prefented to the

King on the day before, the 19th of April, re-

minding him of his promifes to the Church of

England, defiring him to fupport and defend it, and

moving for a convocation. This, the biftiop faid,

would be the utter ruin of the comprehenlion fcheme.*

In this itate of parties, and under this agitation of

the public mind, it will appear an important point

gained, that in May the Toleration Ad, which \^e

have already mentioned, palTedwith little oppofition,

Wlien we refle£l on the ineiEciency of the more en-

larged views and the liberal wifhes expreffed by the

King; on the unfuccefsful iiTue of other conciliating

meafures, which were propofed ; and on the impla-

cable hatred to the non-conformifts fhewn at that

time by the clergy, who difcovered a difpofition to

• Sir John Rerefby's Memoirs, p. 343, 344.
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tenew old feverlties ; it may fecm a matter of fur-

prize that this A61 was carried ; an Aft which gave

a legal fan£tion to the religious alTemblies of Pro-

tefiant DifTenters, and put them under protection,

" Wife and good men," fays Bi(hop Burnet, " did
**= very much applaud the quieting the nation by the

" toleration. It feemed to be fuitable, both to the

" fpirit of the Chriftian religion, and to the interefl:

*^ of the nation. It was thought very unreafonable,

^' that while we were complaining of the cruelty of

^' the Church of Rome, we fhould fall into luch ^
*' practices among ourfelves ; chiefly, while we were
*' engaging in a war, in the progrefs of which we
" fhould need the united ftrength of the whole
*' nation."*

This Aft was a great acquifition. In language of

high authority, that of Lord Mansfield, " It ren-

*' dered that which w^as illegal before, now legal

;

** the difTentmg way of worihip is permitted and
''^ allowed by that Aft; it is not only exempted
*^ from puniihment, but rendered innocent and law^-

*^ ful ; it is efiabli/hed; it is put under the prote^Ion,

*' and is not merely at the connivance, of the law."

From that time the human mind beQ:an to feel its

powers, and to expand itfelf with freedom and

vigour. Here was laid the bails of that religious

liberty, which has been the felicity and honour of

fucceeding times ; and it opened a way for further

improvements and future enlargements in the fpirit

and exemptions of the Aft itfelf. It is gratifying to

* Hiftoryof his own Times, p. i6.
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refle£l: that this Acl has, we may hope not without

efFs^(St, held up an iuftruflive model to the reft of

Europe ; and the principles of it, that is, juft and

enlarged fentiments on the rights of conf ience, have

been difFiifing themfelves over the continent, and

have been tranfplanted into America.

But after every encomium to which it has a juft

claim has been beftowed upon it, this iirft charter

of religious freedom was confufed and partial. It

by no means repealed all the penal ftatutes on the

fubjed: of religion. It left the laws againft the

Papifts in full force.* It did not abrogate the ftatutes

of Elizabeth and James I. that enafl the inflicting of

certain penalties on fuch as abfent themfelves from

divine woriliip in the Eftabliflied Church.f It ftill

left herefy fubje£l to cognizance in the ecclefraftical

court
J
and a clergyman convifted of it to depriva-

* For a fummary of thefe laws, as they exift at prefent, fee

Blackftone's Commentaries, vol. iv. ch. 4. p. SS' Edition by

Williams, 1791.

t " About the year 1788, a poor man, a di/Tenter, in Cornwall,

" was libelled in the Spiritual Court for not attending divine worfhip

" at his parifh church on the Lord's-day. He bad not taken the

" oaths required by the A(5t of Toleration, but it being a fufficient

" defence to take them at any time during the profecuiion, he applied

** to the Magiftrates of the county at their Quarter-Seffions, who ille-

" gaily refused to administer them. The confequence was, that he

" was excommunicated. Upon a reprefentation from the Committee

" ofDifTenters in London, for guarding the civil righisofthe DilFent-

" ers, the Chairman of the Seilions acknowledged the error of the

** Juftices, and the man took the oaths at the enfuing Seflions ; but it

"was then too late." High Church Politics, p.6g. I remember

about 1762, Mr. Banger, a grocer in extenfive buiinels, and aiefped-

able chara^^er, at Seaton, a village m theiouth of Devon, having a
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tion, degradation, and excommunication ; and a

layman to the latter with all its train of fevcrities.

Its operation and benefits are limited to Protedant

DiiTcnters only ; and did not embrace all of them,

for Unitarian Chriftians are exprefsly excepted. As

to thofe whom it does comprehend, its influence is

confined. It has its exclufive claufes, not only re-

quiring from all who would plead ihe benefits of it

the oaths to government, but exa£iing of their

teachers fubfcription to the thirty-nine articles, with

an exprefs exception, indeed, of thofe relating to the

government and powers of the Church, and to infant

baptifm ; but it did not fuperfede the Corporation

and Teft A£ls ; and, at this time, after repeated ap-

plications to Parliament renewed in diflTerent periods,

the Diflenters dill lie under the obloquy, dill feel all

the difabilities, attached to thofe A(Sts. The Tole-

ration A(R:did not exonerate the Diflenters from the

obligation impofed on them to contribute to the

maintenance of the public religious eftablifliment,

though they do not attend on its miniftrations. The
Toleration AS: did not give any fanflion or permif-

fion to the folemnization of marriage in their own
afifemblies and by their own minifters. The Jews,

indeed, have enjoyed that privilege, and the Quakers

alTumed it to themfelves. There was great truth and

quarrel with the vicar, which led him to abfent himfelf from the

worfuip of the parifh church, was threatened by him with the ex-

ecution of the laws above mentioned ; and to fcreen himfelf from

proceedings on them, he joined a neighbouring ^congregation of

DifTenters at Colyton, of which I was the Minifl^'j and where he

had before frequently attended.
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propriety in the manner in which Mr. Locke repre-

fented the nature of this Acl, in his letrer to Lim-

borch ;
" You have, I doabr not, heard before this,

*' that toleration is at lad eftabliihed here by law,

*' Not indeed with that latitude with which you and

*' other Chriflians like you, free from ambition and

*' prejudice, and lovers of truth, might wiih. But
*' it is a great point to proceed fo far. In thefe

*' beginnings are laid, I hope, thofe foundations

*' of liberty and peace, in which the Church of

** Christ will be finally eflablifhed."

The King felt great fatisfaflion in paffing this bill.

It coincided with the fixed principle of his mind,—

^

that confcience was the province of God, fuhje<$l

to his jurifdiction alone ; and not to be redraiiied

by human impofitions. The Difienters were fa-

tisfied and thankful ; but it was the fubjeft of regret

with many of the clergy : Dr. Robert South, his

biographer owns, by no means liked it.*

Tnough the Bill for a comprehenfion had fouled,

yet the Diflenters were encouraged in a hone thar the

great object would yet be obtained by other mea-

fures which were adopted to bring it about. The
defign was not relinquiihed by the King; but renewed

and purfued under another form. Dr. Tillotfon, while

the matter was depending before the Houfe, re-

minded the King that the Reformation, becaufe it

refted on Parliamentary authority, was a lubjedl of

jeit with the Catholics. That no new oc^afion

might be given to a charge of this nature, he

* Calaray's Life of Mr. Howe, p. 163-
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advifed referring the matter to an ecclefiaflical fynod,

as a mode of proceeding more agreeable to the

clergy, and calculated to command the religious

refpe£l of the people. He judged it would be bed,

for the fake of expedition, and for bringing the affair

to a point, that the King, as had formerly been the

praflice, by his letters patent fliould authorife a

fele£l number of learned divines to meet together,

and confult on the moft proper methods of healing

the wounds of the Church ; and renewing harmony

between it and the Diffenters, on permanent

grounds. The fcheme of union prepared by them

was to be laid before the Convocation ; and if ap-

proved, it was to receive the fan£lion of Parliament.

The King acceded to this propofal ; and on 13th

of September, 1689, inveded ten biiliops and twenty

'divines with an authority to prepare matters to be

laid before the Convocation, under the direction of

the following commiffion :
^^ Whereas the parti-

*' cular forms of divine worfliip, and the rites and

*' ceremonies appointed to be ufed therein, being

*' things in their own nature indifferent and alter-

" Lie, and fo acknowledged ; it is but reafonable

'' that upon weighty and important confiderations,

" according to the various exigencies of time and

** occafions, fuch changes and alterations fliouId be

*' made therein, as to thofe that are in place and

*^ authority ihould from time to time feem either

" neceff.iry or expedient : And whereas the book
" of canons is fit to be reviewed, and made more

*' fuiuibie to the (late of the Church: And whereas
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" there are defers and abufes in the ecclefiaflical

*' courts and juriBiflions ; and particuLirly there

*' is not fufficient provifion made for the removing
'* of fcandalous minifters, and for the reforming

*^ of manners either in minifters or people : And
*' whereas it is mod fit, that there (hould be a flrifl

*' method prefcribed for the examination of fuch

*' perfons as defire to be admitted into holy orders^

*' both as to their learning and manners : We
*' therefore, out of our pious and princely care

^' for the good order and edification and unity

^* of the Church of England, committed to our

^' charge and care, and for the reconciling, as much
" as is pofiTible, of ail differences among our good
*' fubje61s, and to take away all occafions of like

*' for the future, have thought fit to authorize and

*' empower you, &c.* and any nine of you, whereof

* The ten Bifiops, who v/ere empowered to a(5l under this

commiilion, were Dr. Thomas Lamplugh, York; Dr. Henry

Compton, London; Dr. William Lloyd, St. Afaph ; Dr. Thomas
Sprat, Rocheller ; Dr. Thomas Smith, Carlifle ; Dr. Jonathan

Trelawney, Exeter; Dr. Gilbert Burnet, Saliibury ; Dr. Humphrey
Humphreys, Bangor ; Dr. Peter Mew, Winchefter ; Dr. Nicholas

Stratford, Chefter.

The Hventy Divines .-Dr.EdwAvd Stillingfleet, dean of St. Paul's,

foon after bifliop of Worcefter ; Dr. Simon Patrick, dean of

Peterborough, and foon after bifhop of Chichefter ; Dr. John

Tillotfon, dean of Canterbury, and foon after of St. Paul's ; Dr.

Richard Meggot, dean of Winchefter ; Dr. John Sharp, dean of

Norwich ; Dr. John Montagu, matter of Trinity College, Cam-

bridge ; Dr. John Goodman, archdeacon of Middlefex ; Dr. Wm.
Beveridge, archdeacon of Colchefter ; Dr. John Batteley, arch-

deacon of Canterbury; Dr. Charles Alilon, archdeacon of EiTex j

Dr. Richard Kidder, foon after made dean of Peterborough ; Dr.

Henry Aldrich, dean of Chrift-Church, Oxford ; Dr. Wm. Jane,
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'^ three to be bidiops, to meet from time to time,

*' as often as lliall be needful, and to prepare fuch

*' alterations of the liturgy and canons, and fuch

*' propofals for the reformation of ecclefiaflical

** courts, and to confider fuch other matters, as in

*' your judgment may mod conduce to the ends

" above-mentioned/' Great care was taken in the

choice of thefe commiffioners, Biihop Burnet fays,

to name them fo impartially, that no exception could

lie againfl any of them. Many of them were men

who held high flations in the Church, and by their

learning and virtues were diftinguifhed ornaments of

it; asfomeofthem then filled episcopal.fees, fo others

of them rofe afterwards to the fame eminence. A
refpedable number of them, it may be concluded

from the fpirit of their writings and their general

charaflers, were not indifferent to the attainment of

the pacific obje£l of their commiiTion. They had

before them all the books and papers that had at

any time been offered by the diffenters, exhibiting

their demands ; for, before the civil wars, the Pu-

ritans had flated their objections to theferviceof the

eflablifhed Church. The Nonconformifts, after the

Refloration, had reprefented their grounds of dif-

approbation. And they were furniflied with the

reglus profefibr of divinity in the Univerfity of OKford ; Dr. John

Hall, Margaret profeflbr of divinity in the fame Univerfity ; Dr.

Jofeph Beaumont, regius profefibr in the Univerfity of Cambridge;

Dr. Thomas Tenifon, archdeacon of London ; Dr. John Scott,

prebendary of St. Paul's; Dr. Edward Fowler, prebendary of

Glocefler ; Dr. Robert Grove, prebendary of St. Paul's j and Dr.

John Williams, prebendary of St, Paul's.
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advices and propofitions, which the raod learned

divines of the Church had at different times fug«

gefted, and of which Dr. Stiilingfleet had made
a great colIe£lion. The commiflioners only refumed

and gave new force to a defign, which at the latter

end of the preceding reign had been concerted

by Dr. Bancroft, archbifhop of Canterbury, and

which he formed partly out of lendernefs to the

Diflenters, and partly that the Church might not

be unprovided with fuitable and expedient plans of

Conduft at the Revolution, which his fagacity anti-

cipated, as it had been at the Refloration. The
commilTion under which they were to acl, was not

only a prudential but a neceiTary legal precaution;

as the clergy would have fubje<5i:ed themfelves to the

penalties of a praemunire, by attempting to frame

new canons, without the King's leave flrfl obtained.*'

It had a favourable afpecl on the dcfign of the

commifTion, that Dr. Tillotfon, one of the com-

miflioners, drew up a paper entitled " Conceflions,

*' which will probably be made by the Church of
**^ England for the union of Proteftanrs ;" which on

September 13, 1689, he fcnt by Dr. Stiilingfleet,

another commiflioner of great weight of charafler,

to the Earl of Portland. The plan of accommodation

propofed in it was to leave indifferent the ceremo-

nies enjoined, or recommended in the liturgy or

canons; to revife the liturgy carefully, leaving out

the apocryphal kflbns, correcting the tranflation of

* Belfham's Hillory of Great-Britain from the Revolution, vol.

i. p. 130 ; and Burnet, vol. iv. p. 44.
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the Pfalms where it was neceffary, and making

fuch alterations as would fupply defefls, or remove

every ground of exception : to fubftitute, in the room

of all former declarations and fubfcriptions, one

general declaration or promife, viz. to fubmit to the

doflrine, difcipline, and worQiip of the Church of

England, as it ihali be eftabliihed by law, and to teach

and praclife accordingly, as the condition of being

admitted to exercife the office of the facred minidry

in it. To frame, with a view to the more effectual

reformation of manners inminiflers andpeople, a new

body of ecclefiaftical canons ; to take out of the

hands of lay-oiticers, and to invefl: in the bifliops,

the power of excommunication, confining its exercife

to great and important occafions; and to introduce

an eiFe8ual regulation of the eccleliaftical courts

:

not to require, as a term of preferment in the Church

of England, ihofe who had been ordained in any fo-

reign reformed Church, to be re-ordained : to limit,

in future, the capacity of holding any ecclefiaflical

benefice or preferment in the Church of England,

to thofe who are ordained by bifiiops, with a pro-

vifion that thofe who had been ordained by prefbyters

only fliould not be compelled to renounce their

former ordiaition. And with another provifion to

meet the fcruples of thofe v^ho, when epifcopal or-

dination might be had and was required by law,

doubted of the validity of ordination merely by

prefbyters ; the Dealer propofed, that it fliould be

fufficient for fuch perfons to receive ordination from

a bliliop in this or the like form, " if thou art not
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*' already ordainrd, I ordain thee, &c." As in cafe

a doubt Ihould arife as to any one's baptifni, it is

appointed by the liturgy, tha«: he be baptized in this

form, " It thou art not baptized, I baptize thee."*

The ecclefiaftical commiflioners opened their com-

miffion in the Jerufalem Chamber on the loth of

Oftober 1689. Some who were named in it

either did not appear : or foondeferted their brethren,

among thefe were Dr. Mew, bifhop of Winchefler,

and Dr. Spratt, biQiop of Rochefter, both of whom
had, for fome time, afled under the very illegal and

tyrannical ecclefiadical commilTion fet up by James

II. in 1 686 ; illegal, as contrary to the ftatute by

which the high commiiTton had been put down in

1 641; and tyrannical, as it inverted the coir;miilioners

with a power to proceed in all ecclefiaflical mat-ers

in a fummnry and arbitrary way. Thefe prelates,

who had a£i:ed under a commillion contrary to law,

and had fanftioned a ftretch of prerogative which

was defigned to opprefs even the clergy, on the

prefcnt occafion, when the oh]c£i was to unite dif-

cordant parties and to eflablifti ProteRaniifm en the

firm bafis of union, felt peculiar fcruples. Thefe

prelates, as a judicious hiilorian fays with a keen

but a too juil fcverity of one of them. Dr. Sprat,
*' proved themfelves to belong to that odious and
" pharifaical fraternity, who drain at a gnat and
" fwallow a camel/' They pleaded, that by an A£t

of Parliament in the reign of King Henry VIII. the

clergy were laid under an obligation not to enter

* Dr, Birch's Life of Archbifliop Tillotfon, p. 183—184.
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into any debates about making alterations In Church

affairs, without the King's fpecial and immediate

knowledge and dire6lion firfl given concerning fuch

aherations. It was replied, that of the three methods

of doing this, either by an a6l of the King's own

judgment, or by a private cabal, or by a commiffion

to a certain number of ecclefiaflics to confult and

prepare matters, that which was liable to the

leaft exception was adopted. It was further urged,

that the commiffioners poifeffed no legillative power

in this bufmefs, but were to report and fubmii their

proceedings and refolutions to the Convocation :

that they were not to be referred to the privy-

council, to avoid the fufpiclon and imputation of

their being moulded by the judgment, and carried by

the influence, of laymen. But fuch arguments had

no weight with thofe who were averfe from any

alterations, and who thought too much had been

conceded by the A6i: of Toleration to Dilfenters,

whom they looked upon as a peevifli and obflinate

party, and who, they affe£led to think, would be

made infolcnt by concefTions. With the prelates

whom we have already named, Dr. Aldrich and Dr.

Jane alfo withdrew.*

* Sec the new edition of Nears Hiftory of the Puritans, b. v.

p. 26, 27. Birch's Life of Tillotfon, p. 19a.

Aldrich ANEkjANE.—Thefe names, of eminence apd weight in

their day, call for Ibme particular notice here. Dr. Henry Aldrich,

born in Wcftminiter in 1647, was a pupil of the famous Dr.

Bufby, and was eleded ftudent of Chrift-Church, Oxford, 1662.

In due time he entered into holy orders, and became a celebrated

tutor. In i68i, he was inftalled canon of Chrift-Church, and
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The refl: of the commifTioners clofely applied

themfelves, for feveral weeks, to the work alTigned

them. The points brought under review were

well confidered: their debates were conducted with

calmnefs and freedom : the obje(fi: purfued was the

entire correction of every thing that appeared to

became its dean in 1689 : He prefided over this College with great

zeal for its interefls, and being afingleraan, with a munificent pa-

tronage. That excellent piece of architecture called Peckwater

Quadrangle was delifened by him. He annually publifhed, as a new-

year's gift to the ftudents of his houfe, a piece of feme ancient

Greek author. He wrote a Syflem of Logic, which pafTed through

feveral editions; and with Bifhop Sprat, revlfed Clarendon's "Hiftory

" of the Rebellion." He had a great fhare in the Popifh. Contro-

Terfy, during the reign of King James II. Befides the above

preferments, he held the redory of Wem in Shropfhire ; and in

170a, was chofen Prolocutor of the Convocation. He died at

Chrift-church, on the 14th of December 17 10, in the 63d or 64th

year of his age, and was buried in the Cathedral, according to his

own diredion, without any memorial, on the fouth fide of Bifhop

Fell's grave. He is reprefented to have been an univerfal fcholar,

and to have had a fine tafle for architecture. His manners, we are

told, were liberal, and his modefly and humility evident and ac-

knowledged. The greatefl part of his income was expended in

works of hofpitality and beneficence, efpecially in the encourage-

ment of learning; and his government of the college reflected on

him peculiar honour. Goadby's Britifh Biography, b. viii.

p. 42, note.

Dr. Wm. Jane was the fon of Jofeph Jane, efq; of Lifl^eard,

Cornwall, author of " Ikon Aklaftas," or Image unbroken, in

anfwer to Milton, and Member for the borough of Liflvcard, in the

Long Parliament, under Charles the Firfl. He was a great fufFere^

for his adherence to the houfe of Stuart. His fon- Dr. William

Jane was born at Lifkeard about the year 1644. He was educated

at Weflminfter fchool, from .which he was elected a fludent of

Chrifl-church, Oxford, in 1660. After he had entered into holy

orders, he became leClurer of Carfax church, Oxford, chaplain

toDr. Compton bifhop of London, and prebendary of St. Paul's.

In 1674, he took his degree of bachelor of divinity. In 1678, he

D
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furnifh juft ground of difunion : a fincere wi(h was

entertained to obviate the difficulties felt by the

DifTentcrs on the fubjc^l of conformity ; and a hope

was indulged, that if the prejudices of the prefent

day could not be overcome, a way would be made,

by removing the chief objections, for the more

efFe<5l:ual and univcrfal influence of conciliating

meafures on the next generation.

Under fuch aufpicious circumilances commenced

the proceedings of the commiilioners. They began

with reviewing the liturgy : and firft they examined

the calendar, in v^hich, in the room of apocryphal

lefTons, they ordered certain chapters of canonical

fcriptures to be read, that were more for the edi-

fication of the people. The Athanafian creed being

difliked by many perfons, on account of the damna-

tory daufcs, it was left to the minifter's choice to ufe

was inftalled canon of Chrift-church. In 1679, ^^ proceeded

do<5lor of divinity. In i68i> he was admitted regius profeflbr

of divinity. In 1685, he was inftalled dean of Glocefter, and

held with it the precentorfhip of the church of Exeter. He lived

fome years after Queen Anne's acceflion to the throne, without

obtaining any higher preferment, and died on the 6th of February

1706-7. He publifhed fonie occafional Sermons, and a Treatife

entitled, *' Tlie prefent Separation felf-condemned, and proved to

" be Schifm,'* 1678, 4to. " Some Queries on the Nev/ Commiffion
^

" 5:c. in a Letter to a Friend^" a (ingle fheet, 1689, were afcribed

to him. He y/^s alfo confidered as having a chief hand in pro-

moting and penning the judgment and decree of the Univerfity of

Oxford againft certain feditious books and damnable doftrines,

paiTed in the Convocation there July 1683, prefented to and

approved by Charles II., but burnt by the hangman in purfuance to

an order of the Houfe of Lords in 1720. Birch's Life of Til-

lotiqn, p. iS3—1S9; and Britifh Biography, vol. ix. p. 3«, »otf.
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or change it for the Apoflles* creed. New collefl^*

were drawn np more agreeable to the epiflles and

gofpels, for the whole courfe of the year, and wItU

a force and beauty of exprefTion capable o^ affecting

and raifing the mind in the firongeft manner. The
firfl: draft of them was compofed by Dr. Patritk,

who was efleemed to have a peculiar talent for de-

votional compofitions: Dr. Burnet added to them

yet greater force and fpirit ; Dr. Stillingfleet then

examined every word in them with the mod exadl

judgment : and Dr. Tillotfon gave them as it were

their hil polifli, by the mafterly touches of his

natural and flowing eloquence. Dr. Kidder, who
was well verfed in the oriental languages, made a

new verfion of the Pfalms more conformable to the

original. Dr. Tennifon having collected throughout

the liturgy the words and expreffions to which

exceptions had been made, propofed others in their

room, which were more clear and plain, and lefs

liable to objedlion. Other things were propofed,

to be determined by the Convocation
;
particularly

that the crofs in baptifm might be either ufed or

omitted, at the difcretion of the parents.*

» Calamy's Abridgement of Baxter's Life,vol,i. p. 45 1. Birch's

Life of Tillotfon, p. 1 90, 191. The above abftracft of the proceed,

ingsofthe commiflioners was communicated to Dr. Nicholls by
Dr. John Williams, afterwards biftiop ofChicheller. The original

copy of the alterations fuggefted by the commiffioners upon their

review of the liturgy was depofited tvith Di. Tennifon: he was
always cautious of trufting them ouc of his own keeping; alleging
that the publication of them, fays Dr. Birch, would not fatisfy

either fide j but rather furniih a handle for mutual reproachetf-.
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The commlffioners proceeded very unanimoufly

in adopting numerous other aherations. Each

article, as foon as they determined to introduce it

into their plan, was figned by the Biiliop of London.

It was agreed, that the chaunting of divine fervice

in cathedrals fliould be laid afide: that devout

and proper pfalras ftiould, befides the reading of

them in courfe as before, be fele£led for Sundays:

that in the room of the leflbns from the Apocrypha

and thofe from the Old Teftament, which were too

natural^ others (hould be appointed in a new ca-

lendar already fully fettled, in which are omitted all

the legendary faints'-days, and others not directly

referred to in the fervice book: that, not to fend

the vulgar to fearch the canons, which few of theni

ever faw, a rubric be made fetting forth the use-

fulnefs, as a fit and decent ceremony, of the crofs

in baptism, though not eflential to it ; and allowing

the prieft to omit it, if any in confcience fcruple it

;

permitting him alfo to adminifter the Lord's Suppcf

to thofe who refufe kneeling, in their pews; and

declaring the intention of the Lent fafts to confift

only in extraordinary a£ls of devotion, not in dis-

tindion of meatsj dating the meaning of Rogation

Sundays and Ember Weeks, and enjoining the ex-

ercife of ftri^^ devotion on thofe ordained within

the quatuor temporal That the rubric which obliges'

One fide v'ould, he apprehended, upbraid their brethren forgiring

up too much : the other, on the ground that thefe concefTions were

too little, or were not paffed i»to a law, would juflify their

nonconformity.
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the minider to read or hear common prayer pub*

licly or privately every day, be changed into an

exhortation to the people to frequent thofe prayers:

That the abfolution in morning and evening prayer

may be read by a deacon, the word priest

in the Rubric being changed into 7ninistei'y and

thefe words, and remission, as not very intelligible,

be erafed : that the Gloria Patri (liail not be re-

peated at the end of every pfalm, but of all appointed

for morning and evening prayer : That thofe words

in the Te Deum^ " thine honourable, true, and
*^ only fon," as " honourable" is a civil term only,

and never ufed in facris, be thus turned, " thine

^' only begotten' fon : That the '* Benedicite^^ be

changed into the j28th pfalm, and other pfalms

jikewife be appointed for the " Benedi&us^* and

" Nunc dimittis ;'* That the verficles after the Lord's

Prayer, &c. to avoid the trouble and inconvenience

of fo often varying the pofture in the worfhip,

fhall be read kneeling ; and a promifory anfwer of

keeping God's law or the like, oijL the part of

the people fhall follow thofe words, " Give peace

^' in our time, O Lord," the old refponfe being

grounded on too flri^l an acceptation of the predef-

tinating do£lrine : That all high titles or appellations

of the King and Queen, fuch as " mod illuftrious,

" religious, mighty," &c. be left out of the prayers,

and only the word " fovereign" be retained for the

King and Queen : That thofe words in the prayer

for the King, " Grant that he may vanquifn and

^« overcome all his enemies," as of too large 2S\
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extent if he engage in an unjuH: war, fliall be

furned, " Profper all his righteous undertakings

againft thy enemies," or after fome fuch manner

;

that in the prayer for the clergy, thofe words,

** who alone worked great marvels," as fubje£l to

be ill interpreted by perfons vainly difpofed, fliall

be changed thus, " who alone art the author of

*' all good gifts ;" and thefe words '' the healthful

" fpirit of thy grace" fhall be altered into this phrafe,

** the holy fpirit of thy grace;" " healthful" being

an obfolete word : That the prayer which begins,

** O God, whofe nature and property,'''* fliall be

thrown out, as full of ftrange and impertinent ex-

prefTions, and befides as not in the original, but

foifled in fince by another hand : That the colle£ls

for the mofl part be changed for thofe which the

Biftiop of Chichefler has prepared ; being a re-

vifal of the old ones, with enlargements to render

them more fenfible and aiTe^ing, and a retrench-

ment of needlefs exprefuons : That if any minifter

refufe to ufe the furplice, while the people defire

\t and the living will bear it, the bifliop iiay fubfli-

tute in his place one who will officiate in it ; but

that ;he whole matter be left to the difcretion of the

* The Prayer, to which exception is rnade above, is left out of

our prefent copies of the Book of Common Prayer. If flood thus

in an edition of 1629, now before nie^:

'* O God, vhofe nature and property is ever to have mercy,
** receive our humble petitions; and though we be tied and bound
** with the chaine of our finnes, yet let the pitifulnefle ofthy great

** mercy loofe us, for the honour of Jefus Chrift's fake, our media-

**tor and advocate. Amen."
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bifhop : That if any defire to have Godfathers and

Godmothers omitted, and to prefent their children

in their own names to baptifm, it be granted : That,

left wholly reje^iing the Athanafian Creed (hould

by unreafonable perfons be imputed to them as

Socinianism, a rubric (hould be made, fetting or de-

claring the curfes denounced therein not to be

reftrained to every particular article, but intended

againfl: thofe that deny the fubftance of the Chriftian

religion in general : and laftly, That it be wholly

left to the convocation to confider and determine

whether the amendment of the tranflation of the

reading Psalms ^ as they are called, made by the

Bifliop of St. Afaph and Dr. Kidder, or that in the

Bible, fliall be inferted in the Prayer Book.* Some

alterations were alfo made in the litany, the com-

munion fervice, Sec. and the canons.

Befides the above alterations in the formf of

public devotion, which the coramiffioners agreed

to lay before the convocation, it was alfo an obje£l

of their pious attention to provide a family book to

be authorifed by that aiTembly. It contained di-

rections for family devotions, with feveral forms of

prayer for morning and evening, fuited to the dif-

ferent circumftances of the families for whofe ufe

they were compofed.f

* Calamy's Abridgment of the Life of Baxter, p- 45s-—455»

Tol. i. Birch's Ljfe ofArchbilhop Tillotfon, p. 193

* The Life of Dr. Humphrey Prideaux, p. 61. ** Family
** devotion had been kept up through all the nation, till the civil

" war broke out in 1641. It had been conducted by the help of
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Such were the proceedings of the commifTioners.

Thofe who review them at this diftance of time, and

free from the party prejudices and defigns under

the influence of which the judgment of men was then

formed, mufl regard them as founded in wifdom,

moderation, and hberality of fpirit. The alterations

in the pubhc fervices of the church which they

propofed, were not only necelTary to remove fcruples

and to invite the diflentients to conformity, but it w^as

for the credit and honour of the church to difcard

" precorapofed forms. Afterwards the length of extempore prayers,

** which the Puritans carried to an extravagant excefs, and the dif-

" gufling improprieties and cant introduced by many into them,

** brought family devotion itfelf into difrepute, efpecially in the

** reign of Charles II. ; for then it was an expreffion of averfion

** from the fedaries, and of loyalty to the Court, to brand many
^* things with the imputation of fanaticifm, becaufe a fanatical fpirit

" had unhappily been blended with them. Of this kind was

" family prayer, which, on this ground, in compliance with the

'* prevailing vogue, wa s negleded by numbers. The Book of Com-
** mon Prayer, which had been extravagantly run down, on the

** change of times, was as extravagantly extolled by the High Church

" party, as if no other prayers were proper to be ufed in families any
** more than in churches.'' The confequence v/as, that as they were

more particularly framed to be read only by men in orders; whes, in

thefamilies of noblemen andhighranktherewasnociaaplain,theyfank

into difufe. This was another caufe, to which was owing the total

negled offamily worfliip. It was to provide a remedy for this decay

of devotion, that the commiflioners prepared inllrudions and fer-

vices for domeftic religion. After the convocation was broken up,

Dr. Prideaux and others, fenfible of the great influence ofthe reli-

gion of families on theilate of piety in the world, were exceedingly

earneft for the publication of this book. The Do6lor very llrongly

urged this on Archbidiop Tcnnifon ; but, as it fhould feem, an op-

portunity of obtaining the concurrence and fandion ofa future con-

vocation, without v;hich the Archbifhop was very relu6lant to its

publication, did not offer, the book never made its appearance, andt

was eventually loft.—Sec p. 61—66.
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from its ferviccs all improprieties, and whatever was

inconfiftent with good fenfe and tafte. The mea-

fures which the commilTioners were authorifed to

adopt, derived a fan£lion from the revifal of the

eftabliflied forms that had taken place in 1661.

They derived a recent fanftion from the lineofconduft

which the late Archbifhop of Canterbury, Dr.

Sancroft, as we have intimated, had purfued. He
was one of the revifers in 1661, When afterwards

he was advanced to the archiepifcopal fee, confcious

of the imperfcflions of our liturgy, he flood fore-

moft in projecting a plan, by which that, together

with the articles, 8tc. might be brought under a

proper review and be fairly examined. '' This ex-

" ccllent prelate," obferves a late Noble writer,*

" gave at lead this early teftimony, that he v^^-ho had
*' borne in 1661 a part in framing them, had never
*^ confidered thefe matters as fnally concluded.

^« He went farther; for he made public his opinion
^* by circulating his directions thereupon to the
" bifliops and clergy of his province ; his lafl: a£i-, I
** believe, as Metropolitan." This was a weighty

recommendation to the proceedings of the commifi.

fioners who were employed in carrying into cfFeft

the plan which Sancroft had not the opportunity

of bringing forward, but which he had fliewn a

ftrong difpofition to patronife and afSft.

Several publications, fhewing the reafonablcnefs

:4nd neceffity of making proper alterations and obvia-

* "^^ Hints fubmitted to the ferious attention of the Clergy, &c.'*

a traft, for which there is no doubt the public is inddsted to the pen
#f his Grace the late Duke of Grafton, p. %4,
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ting obje£i:ions, came out about this time from the

pens of learned and refpe£lable characters in the

church; efpecially from Dr. Prideaux dean of

Norwich, who addreffed the public on the fabjc£l:

in different trails. In one entitled " A Letter to a

** Member of Parliament,'* he obferved, '' that no
'' alteration was intended, but in things declared to

** be alterable by the church itfelf. And if things

*' alterable be altered upon the grounds of prudence

'^ and charity, and things defective be fupplied,

'' and things abated be reilored to their proper ufe,

*^ and things of a more ordinary compofition re-

*^ vifed and improved ; whilft the doctrine, govern-

*^ ment, and worftiip of the church remain entire,

^' in all the fubflantial parts of them ; we have all

" reafon to believe, that this will be fo far from in-

*« juring the church, that on the contrary it fhall

* receive a great benefit by it."*

Dr. Burnet, the biftiop of Salifbury, delivered a

difcourfe at St. Lawrence, Jewry, on November i6,

from A£ls vii. 26, with an evident view to the con-

ciliatory meafures which were then m contemplation.

It was a feafonable, earned, and impreffive exhor*

tation to peace and union. His lordfliip lamented

the long contefl which had exifted about things

confeffed by all to be indifferent; and the alarm

which had been taken at the fmallefl efforts made to

reconcile the contending parties. The propofed

alterations, he obferved, were of themfelvesdefirable;

though not one diffenter fhould be gained by them

;

* As quotedin the " Free and Candid Difquifitions," p. :^8x, ^82,
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and they were fuch as tended to render all offices of

the church both more unexceptionable and more

edifying. He urged, that inftead of indulging the

pride of not yielding to one another in any thing,

they fhould rather engage, with a holy emulation, to

try who could concede mod for the healing of thofc

wounds that had been fo often opened and that

began then to bleed afreili. Referring to the A^
of Toleration, which had lately been pafTed, his dif-

courfe breathed thefe enlarged fentiments of libera-

lity ; " God be thanked for it," faid the bifhop,

^' that there is an end to all perfecution in matters

^' of confciencej and that the firft and chief right

" of human nature, of following the dictates of
^' confcience in the fervice of God, is fecured to all

^' men amongft us ; and that we are freed, I hope,
^' for ever from all the remains of the worft part of
^' Popery that we had too long retained, I mean
^^ the fpirit of perfecution. If this give uneafinefs

*' to any, it fliews that their eye is evil, becaufe the

^' eye of our legiflators has been good towards thofc

*' who, though they may be miflaken in their

" notions, yet have (till the rights of men and of

" Chrifiians, But after all this, it is to be remem*
" bered, that men may be ftill perfecutqrs, though
*^ they are not able to perfecute any longer, accord-

" ing to our Saviour's charging the guilt of intended

*' fins on thofe who never acted them : feu: as long

" as we entertain hatred and malice in our hearts,

" and wifh that it v/ere in our power to do others

" hurt, fo long we become guilty before God, and
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*' fo do wrong to ourfelves, though we are not in a
*^ condition to do them any ; but if we do them
** all the wrong we can, we fhew what our tempers

*' are, and that we would do more if it were in our
*' power. If we love to keep up old differences

*' or to create new ones ; if we will continue to make
" the terms of communion with us as flrait as pof-

*' fibly we can, and fhut out all perfons, as much as

** in us lies, from joining labours with us, becaufe

" they do not in all things think as we do ; if wc
** will by turns employ all the intereft w^e have in

*' any turn of government that is kind to us, to do
** wrong to others, either by loading them with

•' falfe accufations, by aggravating fome leiTer mat-

** ters, or by an undue profecution of real but re-

*' pented faults : all thefe are the feveral inftances,

*' in which an injurious temper fhews itfelf; and
" while fuch things are among us, wc are under

" the guilt that is charged on thofe Ifraelites in my
** text, who though they were brethren, yet did

" wrong one to another/'*

A meafure, like that of this propofed comprehen-

fion, fo fuited to the ftate of parties, fan£lioned by a

royal proclamation, condu6ted by the moft eminent

ecclefiaftics, powerfully recommended from the pul-

pit, and that would give a new afpeft to the religious

eflablilliment, could not fail to excite much attention.

An ecclefiaftical commiffion, fo different from that

of the former reign, did accordingly draw the

* As quoted by Calamy, abridgement of the life of Baxter^

Tol. i. p. 455—45 7

•
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thoughts of men to it, and became the fubje^l: of all

their difcourfe. It was earneftly patronifed by the

approbation and good wifhes of fome. It was as

warmly cenfured and oppofed by others.

The advocates for it alleged that it was confonant

to the laws of the land ; that precedents, fmce the

reformation in the reigns of Edward VL Elizabeth,

James I. and Charles II. juflified it: that inflead of

interfering with the province of the convocation, it

was only preparatory to its proceedings : that pro-

pofals, not impolitions, were the conclufions in

which the deliberations of the commlffioners ter-

minated. The religious denomination of the com-

miflloners, as churchmen ; their rank as bifhops,

deans, and archdeacons ; their claim to fit in the

convocation ; their reputation for abilities, probity,

and worth; were pleaded. It was urged that the bed

church is not abfolutely perfect in all circumftantial

things, nor can ever be made fo here on earth: that

churches, as well conftituted at iirfl as the age and

cafe would bear, may, in procefs of time, admit of

alterations and improvements : that the conftitution,

notwithftanding that of 1661, was flill capable of

another revifal : that if there was reafon at that time

k)r the alterations propofed, which were computed to

be about fix hundred, there was equal if not greater

reafon for fome additional improvements ; and that

if then they had offered to move much further, a

{tone would have been laid under their whsel by a

fecret but powerful hand. On the principle of

policy and felfiih feelings, it was obferved that the
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conformlfls would derive pleafure and comfort from

the ftrength avid beauty which fuuable alterations

would add to the houfe, in which they were refolved

to live and die ; and that the diflenters, if they

were not gained over by thefe conceiTions, would

be left inexcufable. The defire of their Majefties,

the concurrence of the Lords in the Bill of Union,

and the expectation of the reformed churches looking

for the adoption of meafures friendly to peace and

union, were confidered as circumftances that ren-

dered the prefent time a fit juncture for fuch a defign.

To thefe pleas it was replied, to what purpofe was

it to begin, when it was not feen at what point to

end ? Was it not better to endure fome inconveni-

encies, from which no confliltution is exempted, than

to expofe themfelves to certain mifchiefs? When,

in 1661, fix hundred alterations had no competent

efFe<^, what could be now expe£led ? The true

conformifts, it was alleged, were very well fatisfied

with their houfe, and contented to live and die in it:

that if dififenters would take pofifefilon of that

houfe, make breaches in it, deface its beauty, un-

dermine its (Irengih, and force them to leave it, they

could not take it well : that the defires of their

Majefties were bed known by their living in the

communion of the Edablidied Church, and by their

declarations to favour and proteCi: it : that the fenfe

of the lords muO: be judged of by the fequel : that

the dilTenters ou^ht to be fatisfied with the toleration

granted to them by (latute, which the parti zans of

•Jie church could not gain, for almoll twenty yearSj
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in the civil wars : and that the reformed churches

generally admired the EngliOi conRirurion. Many
avowed it as their opinion^ that no alterdtions ought

at all to be made in things pertaining to religion,

but when there was a great necefficy : that there

was no fuch neceffiry : that if there were, it was not

then a feafonable time, when fo many fathers of the

church and eminent clergymen, on account of their

fufpenfion for not taking the oaths, were incapable

of afting in the afFair.

By fome of moderate fentiments and temper it

was readily granted, that frequent alterations would

be dangerous to religion ; but even they afferted the

neceiTity of alterations in the prefent cafe. They

aflerted the indifpenfable obligation of doing the

utmofl that could be done to remove the evils of

a fchifm which had very long diliurbed the Chriilian

church in thefe lands ; and which would mod cer-

tainly lie at the door of thofe who did not ufe their

bed endeavours to remove them : that no way of at-

tempting it was left, but by offering moderate and

temperate terms to the dilTentients, whom perfua-

fions had not mollified, nor arguments convinced -,

and whom church cenfures and penal laws had only

irritated. The remedy which now offered was to

concede, as far as poffible, with refpe£l to thofe ex-

cepted paffagcs In the liturgy, and thofe ceremonies

in the worfhip, to which their diffenting brethren

could not conform. They alked, v/ith propriety and

force and with a lenient fpirit, " What are thofe

** things about which we differ, that we mud for
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** ever facrifice to them the peace both of church
** and ftate, without abating the lead tittle for fo

" great a good as that of the common union of
" Chridians among us ? Is it not enough that for

" the fake of tritles we have for thefe thirty years pad
'' driven up our divifions and animofities againft each

•' other to fuch a height, as that v/e had almoft

*' totally given up our church to popery, and our

'' government to tyranny ? Certainly it is now time

*' to fit down and confider, whether thofe things, for

*' the fake of which we bring fo much mifchief to

" this poor didreffed church and nation, are of (o

" great a value, that nothing mud be abated of that

^' unreafonable rigour whereby we have hitherto

" maintained tliem. Could but an union be once

" effeded amongd ourfelves, we need not fear all

" the power of France and Rome in the firmed union

** againd us."

While the meafures propofed by the commif-

fioners recommended themfelves to the minds of

many as " wife, equitable, and pacific,'* there ex-

ided, as we have noticed, in the opinion of others,

who viewed them in a different light, drong objec-

tions againd them, which the advocates for the mea-

fures endeavoured to obviate. Thetimidwere alarmed

at the idea of altering any thing in a well-conditutcd

church. It was like drav/inga beam out of a well-built

houfe, which could not be done without endangering

the fabric. They did not perceive that this apprehen-

fion, if men had yielded to it, would have effe^lually

prevented the reformation from popery. The cautious
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were deterred from beginning, becaufe they could not

forefee where the alterations would (lop ; though it

was replied, that they would flop when any thing

not fit to be done was propofed. On the fiune fpirit,

it was objected, they who want alterations will be
ftill craving for more. It was anfwered, that to

deny what it was juft and fitting to grant, was to give

them a great advantage, and to afford ground for

complaint and remonflrance. An afFe(fled delicacy

for the honour of the church pleaded that changing

was reproachful : the refle(flion never occurred, that

it was more reproachful obftinately to refifl a change,

for which good reafons might be alleged. With
a temper peculiarly illiberal and uncandid, it was

urged by fome that the DifTenters were obflinate

and perverfe, and that there was no reafon to en-

deavour to gratify them. They who reafoned thus,

were reminded of the conduft of phyficians who do

not prefently caft off a peevifh patient, but fludy to

fuit his palate and humour; which pattern of ilcill

and gentlenefs it became them to imitate -, and, as an

objedlion to the proceedings was drawn from the

abfence of the fufpended bifliops and clerg}% and

thewant of their aid and concurrence; it was anfv/ered,

that the needful alterations might be made without

them; and that their approbation, if they were true

to the public intercfl, or their own promifes, might

be undoubtedly expelled.

Thefe reafonings and pleas, though they came
from eminent perfons of the church, did not in the

kafl degree move thofe who bad fi.xed their nc plus
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ultra^ and were refolved not to advance a ftep, of

their own good-will, beyond the line drawn by their

forefathers. The A6ts for Uniformity were repre-

fented as much more effe£lual fecurities for union,

than any alterations could be which the church was

able juftly to fandlion. If the A£l: of Uniformity

has made one diffenter, toleration and alterations, it

was faid, have created hundreds.*

Among the trails publiflied on this occafion, one,

from its title " Vox Cleri,!" niay be fuppofed to ex-

prefs both the fpirit and fentiments of the clergy, who

were inimical to any alterations. Of this production,

the following paiTages will give the reader a fpecimen.

Calamy, vol. i. p. 458—460.

f The tradl entitled " Vox Cleri" was imputed to Mr. Thomas
Long, a prebendary of Exeter. It was oppofed by " An anfwer
** to Vox Cleri, &c. examiningthe reafons againft any alterations and
** abatements in order to a comprehenlion, and fhewing the expe-

" diency thereof j" faid to be written by Dr. Wm. Payne, 1690, 4to.

** Vox Populi, or the Senfe of the fober Laymen of the Church of
** England, concerning the heads propofed in his Majefly's Com-
** mifFion to the Convocation," 1690, 4to. " Vox Regis et Regni, or

** a Proteft againft Vox Cleri, and a pcrfuafive (thereby occa(ioned)

** to make fuch alterations as may give eafe to our diffenting breth-

** ren," 1690, 4to. And " Two Letters and a vindication ofthem,

** concerning alterations in the liturgy, by Mr. Baffet,'' 1689, 4to.

The " Anfwer to Vox Cleri" was replied to in a " juft Cenfure of

•* it ;'* and Dr. Henry Maurice, chaplain to Archbifliop Bancroft,

publiflied " Remarks from the country upon the two letters relating

** to the Convocation and alterations."* The fpirit and prejudices of

Mr. Long, the fuppofed author of the " Vox Cleri," are expreffed

by his own pen in the tenor of his charadleriftical epitaph on Mr.

Baxter, given from Dr. Grey in my edition of Neal's Hiftory of

the Puritans, vol. v. p. 7, note.

* Birch's Life of Tillotfon, p. SIO.



C. I. PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 5^

«* There is," this writer obfervcs, " no neceflity

«' that we fliould expofe ourfelves to that reproach

*' which is endeavoured to be fixed on fome of us,

*' of being ecclefiaflical tinkers, who undertaking to

*' mend one hole do ufually make two or three,

*' We have, by (landing our ground, put to flight one

*' formidable enemy; and is there a necefiity that by
*' giving ground, we ftiould bring ourfelves under

^^ the power of another ? What though there be

*^ fome few that are really but caufelefsly offended at

*^ our ceremonies, muft we for their fake give offence

*^ to the Church of God? What neceifity is there

•* that for the fake of a fev^ ignorant or peevifh or

** unfatisfiable perfons, that will not be pleafed with

" all that we can do, we fhould confirm them in their

*' obflinacy, by yielding and complying with their

*^ humours ? Is it necelfary," the author proceeds,

*^ that a parent (hould yield to a difobedient child

*' upon his own unreafonable terms ? Is it neceffary

" that a church, in which all things neceffary to

*' falvation may be freely enjoyed, fliould accufe her-

** fclf of the want of Chriflian charity, and of impo-
** fing fuch finful terms for admitting others into

*' her communion, as were purpofely defigned to

•' keep them out, and afterwards voluntarily caft off

*' thofe things, and thereby confefs themfelves guilty

" of fo great uncharitablenefs ? Is it neceffary that

" we fliould part with any thing to them, of whom
** we have reafon to fufpe£l that they will not leave

craving till they have all ? When thefe things,

* and fuch as thefe, are proved to be neceffary, then

E 2

a
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" ftiall we be ready to make alterations in our cere-

" monies, and other circumftances : in the mean

*' time we fliall account ourfelves happy in the num-

" ber of thofe Engliflimen, who know when they

" are well off."*

The language and ftrain of thefe paragraphs atteft

the truth and corredlnefs of the preceding (tatement.

They are diflated in a high tone of authority. The

writer, and they whom he reprefented, had forgotten

the principles of the Reformation ; theyhad forgotten

the leffons of their Divine Mafter: " Call no man

«' mafter, nor be ye called rabbi, for one is your

«' mafter, even Christ, and all ye are brethren.

«' Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercife

« dominion over them ; and they that are great ex-

«' ercife authority upon them : but it shall not bk

« so among you."

While thefe debates were agitated, and matters

were argued on both fides, the party in the intereft

of the abdicated king availed tliemfelves of the oc-

cafion to inflame the minds of men. They raifed the

cry, that the church was to be pulled down, and the

preft^ytery to be fet up ; that the defign was to di-

vide and diftra6l the church ; and under the offer

of fuch conccffions, to betray and enfeeble it, and to

expofe it to ridicule. The Univerfities took the

alarm ; and began to proteft againft the plan, and

againft all who promoted it, as pcrfons whofe inten-

tions were to weaken the church. Severe refleif^Ions

were alfo thrown out againft the King for joining

* As quoted by Calamy, p. 461.
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an interefl inimical to it. 'Th^ " Church"' was the

Shibboleth of the day ; the word given out by

the Jacobite fadlion, under which they thought

they might more fafely llielter ihemfelves. General

expectation was directed forward to the meeting of

the convocation in December, as to the period when

thefe differences would be brought to an authorita-

tive determination. In every quarter there were

great canvailings in the election of m.embers of the

convocation, a thing not known in former times.

It was foon very vifible, that the temper of m.en was

not cool and calm enough to encourage the pro^

fecution of a pacific and liberal defign."^

The zeal both of the friends to the obje£l of the

commilTion, and of thofe who oppofed it, v*^as dire(5led

to the appointment of the prolocutor of the lower

houfe of convocation at the enfuing meeting. The

former and the Court were folicitous to carry the

eleClion of Dr. Tillotfon, the dean of St. Paul's.

His prudence and moderation would improve the

influence that being in the chair would give him, to

promote the ends for v/hich the convocation was

called. The other party fet up as his competitor

Dr. Jane, dean of Glocefter and regius profefTor

of divinity in Oxford ; whom difappointmenr and

ambition, as well as his principles, difpofed to coun-

teract whatever was to be fubmitred to the convoca-

tion. The general temper of the clergy was in favour

of his ele£lion; and it was effectually fecured by the

intrigues of two noblemen, the Earls of Clarendon

* Surnet's Hiftory, vol.iv. p. 46, 47'
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and Rochefler, who, on their mothers' fide, were

nephews to the Queen j and who, on this ground,

had raifed their expectation of being appointed to

foraeof the higheremployments underthe new govern-

ment. Difappointed in their afpiring views, refent-

ment inftigated them to ufe their efforts to embarrafs

the meafures which they were not invited to conduct.

Among other fchemes, they fet themfelves to defeat

the obje£i:s for which the clerical affembly had been

convened ; and with this deiign they dire^led their

thoughts to Dr. Jane, as a competitor with Dr.

Tillotfon. They went to Oxford to bring him

over to their counfels, and found him very ready,

from mortified ambition, to concur in all their pro-

pofals. The Dean of Glocelter, with three other

deputies, had waited on the Prince of Orange at

Hungerford, on his march to London, to offer him

the plate of the Univerfity of Oxford, which the

Prince handfomely refufed ; and from a high opinion

of the merit of his fervices, he aiked a nomination

to the fee of Exeter, then vacant by the tranllation

of Bifhop Lamplugh to the archiepifcopal fee of

York ; but his requefl was not granted, becaufe the

preferment he folicited had been previouHy

promifed to Dr. Trelawney bKIiop of Briftol :

at this he was fo difgufted, that he became ever after

a profeffed enemy to King William and his govern-

ment.* Dr. Tillotfon Lad alfo from, a fimilar

caufe, an opponent in one of the commiffioners,

* Prideaux's Life, p. 54> 55) 56.
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Dr. Compton bifhop of London, who was jealous

of the Dean of St. Paul's, under an apprehenfion that

the fee of Canterbury, of which he had once before,

on the tranflation of Dr. Sancroft to it, been difap-

pointed, was intended for Dr. Tillotfon. This

preferment he conceived to be due to himfelf, not only

as a reward for his conduct-, both before and during

the revolution, but x)n the ground of his rank and

family.* Thus private refentments and perfonal

views were oppofed to the liberal intentions of the

government ; and with an infidious and concealed

influence thefe felfidi feelino;s obdrufled and even

defeated meafures of extenfive and national im-

portance.

The convocation met on the 21(1 of November

1689. The Bifliop of London was chofen prolo-

cutor of the upper houfe, and Dr. Jane of the

lower. This ele£lion put an end to the hopes of

thofe who wifhed for a comprehenfion. The fer-

mon, in Latin, was preached by Dr. Beveridge, who
obferved that " to change old laws for new is always

'' dangerous, unlefs fuch a necelTity conflrain as is

^' otherwife infuperable:" he acknovi^ledged, how-

ever, that " nothing was, anciently, more ufual

*' with all the churches of God, than, when times

^' and neceffity required it, to change the laws made
*' by themfelves, to abrogate old ones, and fubftitute

*' others and perhaps different ones in their (lead.

" This could not be unknown to any one who . 2$

* Birch's Life of Tillotronj p. 2oo»
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*' verfed in ecclefiaflical hiftory."* On the 25th of

November the new prolocutor was prefenied to

the Bifliop of London, whofe chaplain he had been,

for his lordiliip's approbation. According to cuilom

he addrefled the ailembly in a Latin fpeech. He ex-

tolled the excellence of the Church of England as

eflabliilied by law, above all other national efla^

bliiliments ; intimated that it wanted no amendment ;

and, with an air of triumph, concluded in the lan-

guage of the Englifh Barons on a different occafion,

" Nolumus leges AngUc2 tnutari ;t" exprelBve of a

determination not to confent to any change of the

Engliili laws. The bifliop in his anlwer^ delivered

* Candid Difquiiitlons, p. aSa, note 18, 2d edit.

-}• This famous anfwer, Bifhop Warburton oblerves, has been

quoted a thoufand and a thoufand times; and yet no body feems

to have underflood the poHcy and management from which

it arofe, and which it atfirft implied. It originated with a Bill

brought into Parliament in the reign of Henry If. by the bifliops,

who, as partifans of the Pope, wifhed to fubje(5l England to the

imperial and papal laws. The caflles of the barons, under the

Norman and Plantagenet races, were full of baftards ; fo that

the very name was honourable. The bifhops to meet thisftate of

things, and to draw the barons into their views, with an air of great

courtefy and conlideration for the lituation of their defcendants,

propofed it to Parliament to pafs an A<51, which Ihould legalize

children born before marriage. The barons penetrated into the

defign of the meafure, and anfwered with one voice, " Quod no-

** lunt leges Anglic mutari :'' rejedling a propofition mofb agreeable

to them, from fear of the confequences, the introdudlion of the

imperial laws, whofe very genius and effence was arbitrary, defpotic

power. Their anfwer fliev/s it, " Noluraus leges Angliae mutari;'*

tliey had nothing to objeft to the reform, but they were afraid for

^he conflitution. Letters of ^ late eminent Prelate, p. 199, 8vo. edit;,
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alfo in Latin, aiTedlcd, though he had been a party

in the intrigues to which Dr. Jane owed his eledion,

a conciliatory tone. He exhorted the clergy to

exercife and promote a temper of kindnefs and

moderation in things not eilential to falvation.and to

open the door of falvation to a multitude of (traying

Chriftians. He told them, " that it muft needs

" be their duty to (hew the fame indulgence and

" charity to dilTenters under King William, which
*• fome of the bifliops and clergy had promifed to

" them in their addreiTes to King James.'* He
clofed his fpeech, with the words of Jofeph to his

brethren, " Ne tumultuamini in confiliis veftris,'*

admoniiliing them to preferve unanimity and concord

in their proceedings.

At the next meeting the bifliop informed the

convocation, that the royal commilhon, by which

they were empowered to a£l, had been difcovered to

be defedlive by an eminent civilian to whom he had

communicated it, becaufe the great feal was not

affixed to it : for which reafon, he fliould prorogue

them, till that royal atteftation was procured. On
the 4th of December, when both houfes were con-

vened in Henry Vllth's chapel, the commiffion dated

the 30th of November, and having the great feal

annexed to it, was delivered by the Earl of Notting*

ham, who had always fignalized himfelf by his

aflive exertions on behalf of the church. It was

accompanied with a melTage from the King, afTuring

the convocation of his invariable favour and protec-

tion : " That his Majefty had fummoned it^ not only
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*^ becaufe it was ufual upon holding a Parliament,

*' but out of a pious zeal to do every thing that

" might tend to the eflablifliment of the Church

«« of England, which was fo eminent a part of

" the reformed church, and bed fuited the con-

*' flitution of this government : that he doubted not

*' but that they would affifl: him in promoting its

<' welfare, fo that no prejudices with which fome

*^ might labour to poffefs them, fliould difappoint

" his good intentions, or deprive the church of

** any benefit from their confultations. His Majefty

** expreffed his expectations, that the things that

<^ fliould be propofed would be calmly and im-

'' partially confidered by them : and he aflured them

** that he would offer nothing to them, but what

" fliould be for the honour, peace, and advantage,

« both of the Proteftant religion in general, and of

" the Church of England in particular/' The Earl

of Nottingham, after he had delivered the King's

meflage, addreifed the alTembly in an eloquent fpeech,

and recommended it to them to lay afide all partial

prepoffeffions and animofities in their proceedings.

The bilhops withdrew to the Jerufalem chamber,

where they agreed upon an addrefs to his Majelly,

the form of which, with a copy of the royal meflage,

they fent to the lower houfe of convocation, de-

firing their concurrence. The purport of the

epifcopal addrefs was to thank his Majefty " for the

" grace and goodnefs expreffed in his meffage, and

." for the zeal (hewn in it for the Protedant religion

<« in geniral, and the Church of England in parti-
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*' cular, and for the truft and confidence repofed in

** the convocation by the commiiTion. They looked

*' upon thefe marks of his Majefty's care and favour

*^ as the continuance of the great deliverance which
*' Almighty God had wrought by his means,

** making him the blefled inflrum.ent of their pre-

fervation from the cruelty of popifli tyranny. As
they had often thanked God for this, fo they

could not forget that high obligation and duty

*' which they owed to his Majefty. On the renewed

*' affurances of his protef^ion and favour to the

** Church, they begged leave to renew the aflarancc

*' of their conftant fidelity and obedience to his Ma-
"jefty; and that in purfuance of the truft and con^

" fidence he repofed in them, they would confider

'' whatever might be offered to them with calmnefs

*' and impartiality."*

The lower houfe of convocation, on receiving

the draught of this addrefs, would not confent to it

:

but firfl pleaded for the privilege of prefenting a

feparate one, drawn up by themfelves ; and then

waving that claim, propofed amendments in that

fubmitted to them by the bifhops ; for they difl

approved of the claufe in which his Majefty's " zeal

" for the Proteftant Religion in general, and the

" Church of England in particular," was acknow-

ledged by the addreflers with fentiments ofapplaufc

and gratitude. The lower houfe conflrued this as

importing fome common union with foreign pro-

teftants j whereas, in their judgment, the addrefs in

,* Bifhop Compton's Life, p. ss-
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return to his Majefly's mclTage fhould be exclufively

confined to points that concerned the Church of

England, On this principle, if they were not per-

mitted to draw up a new form of their own, they

were very zealous for an amendment of that claufe.

With a view to adjufl thefe differences, the Bifhop

of Salifbury, Dr. Burnet, from the upper houfe,

and the prolocutor from the lower, were deputed to

hold a conference. It was urged by the bilhop, in

defence of the claufe to which objedions were

made, that as the religious eftablilhment in this

country was not diftinguiflied from other protefl-

ant churches but by its hierarchy and revenues,

the phrafe " Church of England" was an equivocal

expreiTion ; for if popery fhould again prevail, it

would be called the Church of England (till. The
prolocutor replied, that the Church of England was

diflinguifhed by its doflrine, as it ftands in the arti-

cles, liturgy,and homilies, as well as by its hierarchy*

and that the term proteftant churches, as the So-

cinians, Anabaptifts, and Quakers, affumed that

title, was ilill more equivocal. It was flated, that

the reafons why the bifhops infifled on the exprefs

mention of the protedani religion, were, i. Its

being in oppofition to the errors and corruptions of

the Church of Rome, the known denomination of

the common doctrine of the weftern part of Christ-

endom. 2. That to leave it out might have ill

confequences, and be liable to ftrange conflrucftions,

among protellants as well as papifts, both at home

jind abroad. 3. That it agreed with the general
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reafon offered by the clergy for their amendments,

fmce this is expresfly mentioned in the Kin<:r's mef-

fage ; and in this the Church of England was fo

much concerned, that the bifliops thought it ou^^ht

to (land in the addrefs.

The lower houfe, after debating thefe reafons,

refufed their confent to them ; but agreed to thank

his Majefty " for his pious zeal and care for the
" honour, peace, advantage, and eRablirnment of
" the Church of England :" and then to add,
" whereby we doubt not the intereft of all the

" Proteftant Churches, which is dear to us, will

" under the influence of your Majefly's government
*' be the better fecured." The upper houfe defired

them to give their reafon for inferting " proteftant
**' churches," inilead of the " proteftant religion.'*

It was given in thefe words :
'^ We, bcino- the re-

<' prefentatives of a formed eftabiifhed church, do
*' not think fit to mention the word religion anv
*' farther than as it is the religion of fom.e formed
" eftablifhed church."* Tii- bifliops returned

the amendment with this alteration :
'' We doubt

" not the intereft of the proteftant religion, in (^tbis

" and) all other proteftant churches which is

*' dear to us, will be better fecured under your
" Majefty's government and protedlion." The
lower houfe, jealous for the honour of the Church

* Some formed eftabliihed church. This language of the
lower houfe " ferves," as the Author of " the Confeffional" remarks
" to charailerifc the fpirit and piety of thefe convocation men.*'

He adds, " the word for religion in the Greek Tcft.iment i:>

*' Q^wislsc, which is no where appropriated to a formed eftabliflieal
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of England, which it was conceived would fuiFcr

a diminution, by joining it with foreign proteflant

churches, and not content to (land even upon a level

with them, would have the words QMs and) omitted.

An Addrefs was agreed to by the upper houfe of

convocation only, and prefented to the King in the

Banqueting-Iioufe at Whitehall, on Thurfday the

1 2th of December, by the Bifnop of London, fix

of his epifcopal brethren, and feveral do6lors of

divinity. In this addrefs, the thanks which had been

recommended by the bifliops, for his royal com-

miflion, and for the zeal that he had (hewn on behalf

of the proteilant religion, were omitted. It expreffed

alfo a cool regard to the proteflant churches,

without any particular fentiment of tendernefs to the

diffcnters. The King well underftood the caufe of

thefe omiiTions. In his anfwer he faid, that he

" took this addrefs very kindly from the convocation j

** church/' Paul fpeaks ^'i fe6ls in the Jewifh religion, A<?:s xxv.

5 ; fome of which were jufl as much eflaUiJJ:iedy as the Prefby-

terians and Quakers are in England. James, ch. i. 27, defines

;' pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father,'' in

lerms which fhew, that fuch religion may be pradifed and con-

formed to, where there neither is nor ever was an eflablifhed

church. But this fort of religion, the pious convocation men

did not think fit to mention. Their notion of religion, indeed,

hath rather a pagan cafl " religionem, eam, quae in metu
** et CGSREMONiA Deorum fit, appellant," fays Cicero. But

another pagan ieems to have had a mpre evangelical idea of re-

ligion, "Reliojosus eft non modo Deorum fancStitatem magni

*• aeftimans, fed etiam officiofus adverfus homines." Fejius, m
terbo Religiosus.

"The Confellional." Preface to the firft edition, p. 38. Or

complete edition ofArchdeacon Blackburn's works, vol. v. p. 89.
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** and that they might depend upon it, that he would

" do all he had promifed, and all he could do For

*' the fervice of the Church of England ; and he

*' wiflied them to confider this as a new alTurance

*' that he would improve all occafions and op-

*' portunities for its fervice."

By this time the difpofitions of the lower houfe

were fully afcertained, and a great majority gave

unequivocal evidence that they were againfl allowing

any alterations or amendments in the liturgy, which

was the next fubie(^ to be confidered :* And as the

prefident and his brethren of the epifcopal bench

thought that it would anfwer no valuable purpofe

to communicate any propofals to them on that head,

the convocation was adjourned from the 1 3th of

December to the 24th of January, after it had fat

ten days without advancing one (lep in the bufinefs

for which its members were called together. It was

at laft dilTolved with the Parliament.!

'' There was at this time," fays Bifliop Burnet,

*' but a fmail number of biftiops in the upper houfe

" of convocation, and they had not their raetropo-

*' litan with them, fo they had not strength and
*' authority to fet things forward ; therefore they

" advifed the King to fuffer the feilion to be dil^

* " In what a contemptible light," obfer^es Dr. Furneaux,
** does that majority in convocation appear, who would not fo much
'* as he.^r what was prepared for their confideration, by /uc/'? cele-

^'- hrated divinesy the glory of the Englifh church, ading under ^
** royal cosTtmiffion.** Letters to Blackftone, p. 83, note.

i Calamy, vol \. p. 461—464; Birch*s Life of Tillotfoa,

po 4c;^-—207.
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" continued: and feeing they were in no difpoficloii

*' to enter upon bufmefs, they were kept from doing

" mifcliief by prorogations for the courfe of ten

*' years. This was in reality a favour to them. For
*' ever fmce the year 1662 the convocation had

*' indeed continued to fit, but to do no bufmefs : fo

" that they were kept at no fmall charge in town,

*' but only to meet and read a latin liturgy ; and

*' confequently, it was an eafe to be freed from fuch

" an attendance for no purpofe. But the ill recep-

** tion the clergy gave the King's meffage raifed

•^ a great clamour againfl them, fmce all the promifes

" made in King James lid's time were now fo

^' entirely forgotten.'**

By the difagreement between the two houfes of

convocation, on the bufmefs of the roykl commifTion,

was laid the foundation of the differences that after-

wards rofe to a great height, fubfifled through many

yearSj and broke out, on different occafions, to the

injury of religion, while they brought on the clergy

cenfure and contempt. In the inflance before us,

tlie pacific willies of the king were thwarted, his

liberal attempts proved abortive, an opportunity of

conciliating, at lead many of the diffenters, and of

improving the worfliip and devotional fervices of the

Church of England, was loft: and a defign, of which

Archbifliop Wake, when he was bifliop of Lincoln,

declared in the Houfe of Lords, he was *^ perfuaded

•' it would have been for the interefi and peace of

* Burnet, vol. iv. p. 47-—48.
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*' the Church 2iudSt?.ie^ had it been accompliQied,"*

has not 10 this day been refumcd. The unfuccefs-

fulnefs of the propofals for a comprehenfion was

afcribed, in part, to the Preibyterians. At the

time when thefe conciHatory meafures were de-

pending, facred orders, agreeable to the Prefbyteriaa

form, were given to fifty young {Indents : and Mr.

Baxter was charged with refledling on the Church

of England, in a book which he then publifhed.^

It {hould be confelTedjthat thefe inftances of condu£Vj

if they be fairly dated, were not feafonable and

cautious ; and might difpleafe, if not exafperate, thofe

who were unfriendly to thti fcheme of a compre-

henfion. But the fa6l was, that a jealoufy and

diftruft, not to be conquered, had taken hold of the

inferior clergy : and the adherents to James II.

who wifhed and hoped that the propofed alterations

would pafs, that they might be furniihed with ob-

jections againft the new models of worfiiip, and with

grounds for making a fchifm in the Church, in th^

warmth and precipitancy of their tempers^ raifed

fuch a clamour againft them, as prevented their

being adopted.] It was thought dangerous even by

the friends of the alterations to make any change,

at this juncture, that might give pretence to thofe

who did not own the exilling government to declare

themfelves adherents to the old church as well as the

old king.||

• Hints, p, a8. § Life of Bifhop Compton, p. 57.

X Burnet, vol. iv. p. 48.

y Calamy, vol. i. p. 464.

F
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In a word, great was the colliCon of parties at that

time, and delicate and intricate was the ftate of

affairs both in church and ftate. " It appeared ia

" many vifible inftances," fays Bilhop Burnet,** that

" our wounds were then too tender to be either

" handled or healed 5 fo that it was thought fit to

" let the matter fleep, and to give no new occafion

" to heat and animofity. But at the fame time to

" keep the clergy ftill ready upon call, if there

*' fhould be any otcafion for them during the fefTions

" of Parliament; yet not to charge them with a

" needlefs attendance, when the public occafions

" put them under fo many taxes : it being alfo ob-

'^ ferved, that in a hot time all unneceffary affemblies

*' are to be avoided ; for if they have no bufmefs

' * one way, they commonly make it another.'**

Thus terminated the feventh attempt to reform

the Church of England, by confulting the fcruples

and objc^lions of thofe who were diiTatisfied with

many things in its services. The firfl was the

Hampton-Court conference, in the reign of James I.

Bifliop Ufher's fcheme for the redu£lion of epifco-

pacy was a fecond meafure of this kind, in the time

of Charles I. After the reftoraiion of Charles II.

propofals for a comprehenfion were four times

brought forward. This under William III. was

the feventh. Ever fnice the affair has laid dormant.

Thefe defigns have always proceeded on a principle

not to be admitted by one who underflands the lights

of confcience and the nature of Chriflian liberty^

* As quoted in Calamy, vol. i. p. 465.
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this principle is the do6lrine of impojition. Had
thefe attempts been fuccefsful, they could have had

a temporary effe£i: only: for as the Scriptures are

more critically and judiciouily (ludied; as the minds

of men by improvements in fcience and knowledge

are expanded ; as free enquiry inveftigates and dif-

covers exifting corruptions in the profelTion of

Chriftianity; and as human creeds and eftabliflied

forms of religion are examined by found reafon, and

brought to the facred flandard of divine revelation^

new grounds of difratisfa<flion with the received

forms and credenda have arifen; new reafons of

diiTent have prefented themfelves to a reflediiing

mind ; and errors in faith and worfhip, which had lain

concealed for ages, or had been under the fanftion

of time received and tenaciouily retained as undifputed

truths, have come to light. This has been the fa6l;

and experience fhew^s, that as the human mind exerts

its powers in free, imxpartial enquiry, and becomes

enlightened, it gains vigour and refolution to avow^

its conviflions, and to a£t up to them. The altera-

tions which would fatisfy the limited views of one

age, do by no means come up to the more difcern-

ing penetration and the more enlarged ideas of a

fubfequent period. When the matter is confidered

in this light, we have lefs reafon to regret that thefe

pad attempts to conciliate and unite the different reli-

gious parties proved abortive. We may, however,

with pleafure refle^l that they were not wholly in

vain. They awakened attention; they cafl light on

the queftions difcufTed ; they difcovered charafters j

F 2
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tliey exerclfed candour ; in fome Inflances called forth

a fpirit of liberality; and united fome worthy perfons

in mutual good opinion and in friendfliip, whom they

failed to bring under the bonds of the fame out-

ward profefTion. The memorials of thefe attempts,

be it added, conftitute no unprofitable documents of

in{tru£tion and admonition to future times. The

records of the proceedings, on thefe attempts, re-

main not only to furnifli information concerning the

(late of opinions and parties in pafl ages, but to afford

rules of conduft on future occafions, and to give a

fan£lion to new meafures of reforming and uniting

the different religious parties, and of fimplifying and

purifying their creeds and rituals. This has in reality

been the eventual effe6l of King William's commif-

fion, at the diftance of nearly loo years. The

Epifcopal Church of America, at a convention of

its members from the dates of New York, New
Jerfey,Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,

and South Carolina, ho'den atPhiladelphia fromSepr.

27th to 0£i. 7th, 1785, in a revifal of the Englifh

liturgy, adopted the alterations of the Book of Com-

mon Prayer, which had been propofed by the cora-

miffioners under King William in 1689.* Though

the immediate purpofe of the royal commiffion

mifcarried, the effort has not been lofl.

As to England ;
'* here,'' in the failure of the

the commiffion, *•• hath Terminus^'* as the author

of " the Confeffional" expreffes ir, " fixed his pe-

*^ deftal, and here hath he kept his ftation for i\yo

* Brewfter's Secular E flays, p. 298.
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*' whole centuries. We are jufl where the Act of

" Uniformity left us, and where, for aught thatappears

" in the temper of the times, the laft trumpet will

" find us."§ Previouily to the proroguing of the

convocation fome matters were brought forward,

by which, befides the avowed object to be obtained,

it was defigned to intereft the public mind in other

queftions, and to divert the proceedings of the

meeting from the point which they were fummoned

to confider. With this view, on the iith of

December the prolocutor attended the prefident and

bifliops, and in the name of the lower houfe, re-

prefcnted to their lordfhips, that '' feveral books

" of very dangerous confequence to the Chriflian

" religion and the Church of England had been re-

*' cently publifhedj'* and defired their lordfliips'

advice, " in what way and how far, without incur-

" ring the penalty of 25th of Flenry VIII. , the

" convocation might proceed in preventing the pub-

" lication of the like fcandalous books for the future;

" and inflif^ing the cenfures of the church, according

" to the canons provided in that behalf, upon the

" authors of them."

One of the productions againfl which this requeft

was pointed, was a {heet of paper entitled " Notes
" upon the Creed of Athanafms ;'* which had met

with the candid reception and approbation of fome

learned men, both in London and other places.

They had, it appears, excited great attention; and Dr.

§ The Preface to the firfl: edition, p. 31 ; or Blackburne's Works,

yol V. p. 90.
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Sherlock thought fit to oppofe to them a large book,

as " a Vindication of the Trinity and Incarnation."

They fell alfo under the animadverfion of two other

writers, Mr Savage and Mr. Marlow. In the year

1690 they were republiflied in a quarto pamphlet,

accompanied with an hiftorical view of *' The Af^s
" of Great Athanalius, and Obfervaiions on Dr,
" Sherlock's Treatife."

Another tra6i:, on which it was the defign of the

lower houfe of convocation to fix a cenfure was, " a

" Letter to a Friend relating to the prefent convoca-

" tion at Wedminfter," by Dr. Prideaux. This

was intended as an anfwer to feveral pamphlets from

the pens of thofe who werehoflile to any alterations.

It met with fuch warm approbation, that an impref-

fion of feveral thoufands was fold within a fortnight

after its firft publication. Though it appeared with-

out a name, the author was difcovered, and the rapid

and extenfive fale of it fo exafperated the other party,

that they were ready to make him the immediate

obje6l: of their cenfures. But it was urged that they

ought to begin with the pamphlets which were firfi:

publifhed : fo juft and reafonable a propofal could

not be reje<5led. This m.eafure of the prolocutor,

it was alfo alleged, was an interference with the

bufmefs of the convocation ; it made an appeal to the

pubhc on points which already were referred to the

extraordinary coramiffion, and was an attempt to

prejudge a caufe before it was authoritatively heard.

To evadethe obje£lions, the whole afBiirv^as dropped

;

and they permitted the adverfary, as every advo-
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cate for alterations was conceived to be, to efcape

unpunifhed, rather than that their friends fliould be

expofed to the fame cenfure. The prolociuor, how-

ever, on the 13th of December, reported to the

houfe, '' that the prefident had declared his fenfe

'^ of the ill confequences of thofe books which had

*' been fent up to their lordfhips from the lower

*' houfe ; that, upon enquiry, he could not receive

^^ any fatisfaflion, how far the convocation might

" proceed in that affair; but that he woufd, as far as

" lay in him, take further order about it."* Here

the matter concluded.

Another affair, befides the main obje^i of the royal

commiiTion, preffed, at this time, with great weight

on the minds of the clergy in the convocation; and

ferved to divert the attention of men from the dif*

cuffion of queftions concerning alterations in ecclcr

fiaftical matters. This was the fituation of the bifliops

and clergy who were under a fufpenfion for refufmg

to take the oaths to the new government. One of

the members of the lower houfe, from a referved

kindnefs for them, in a warm and zealous fpeech

propofed that " fomething might be done to qualify

** them to fit in convocation, fo that the convocation

*' might not incur any danger thereby/' But this

matter, after it was fuggefted, was felt to be of too

delicate a nature to be purfued, and was therefore

left to farther confideration.||

* Birch's Life of Tillotfon, p. ac;, ao8. Prideaux's Life, p. SU
;8. A Colleftion of Unitarian Tra(5ls, 410. 169.

Ij
Dr. Compton's Life, p. 56.,
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The firfl: day of the preceding March had been

appointed for taking the oaths of allegiance and

fupremacy to King William. Eight bifhops, and,

encouraged by their example, many individuals of

the inferior clergy, under the idea that it was repugn

nant to the allegiance which they had fworn to their

late fovereign, refufed to take the oaths, and facri

ficed their benefices with a laudable integrity to

Scruples of confcience; for in confequence of their

refufal they were fufpended from the exercife of their

facred functions, and from the enjoyment of their

preferments. They were diflinguiflied by the name

of nonjurors. The bifhops fo denominated were

Bancroft, of Canterbury; Turner, of Ely; Lake, of

Chichefler; Kcnn, of Bath and Wells; White, of

Peterborough ; Lloyd, of Norwich ; Thomas, of

Worcexler; and Frampton, of Glocefter. The five

firfl of thefe were of the number of the feven bifliops

fent to the Tower by King James, for refufmg to

promulgate the declaration of indulgence. ^'Thus

*' a fecond time, and within a very fliort interval,'*

obferves a very refpcifrable author, ' facrificing,

*' though in an ignoble and unworthy caufe, their

'^ interefl to their fincerity and integrity."* The

vacant fees of the recufant prelates were not filled

up for more than a year. Thomas and Lake did

not long furvive their fufpenfion. The latter, on

being feized with a dangerous diftemper, ligned a

folemn declaration, in which he avowed it to have

been his determination not lo take the oath, though

* Belfham's Hiftory from the Revolution to the Hanoverian Suc-

ceilion, vol. i. p. 115.
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the penalty had been lofs of life; and profeiTed his ad-

herence to the do6i:rine of non-refiftance and palTive

obedience, which he regarded as the didinguifliing

charafleriflics of the Church of England. After

his death this paper was piiblilhed, induflrioufly

circulated, and extolled by the party as an infpired

oracle, pronounced by a martyr to religious truth and

fincerity.* Kenn, whofe publications, the genuine

efFufions of his heart, had a very pradlical tendency,

lived after his deprivation with Lord Weymouth
at Longleat. At the death-bed of King Charles II.

when he attended on him, Bifliop Burnet reports,

that " Kenn fooke with a great elevation of thought
^' and expreffion, like a man infpired. ''| He had

been in early life chaplain in the court of the I^rince

of Orange ; and on his landing, declared heartily

for him, and zealoufly urged others to join him.

But at the debates in the convention he warmly

adopted the notion of a Prince Regent. Though he

refufed the oaths himfelf, he perfuaded the clergy to

rake them; and wrote a paper with that defign, which

Dr. Whitby faw and read. He even went lo London
with a defign to take them; but after be arrived in

town, was induced to change his mind, and ever

after continued in a warm oppodtion to the govern-

ment.f He died 19th March, 171c— 11. § The

* Granger's Bi0graphlc.1l Hiflory of England, vol. iv. p. 291, «.

X Burnet, vol. ii. p. 459.

t Burnet, vol. h'. p. 9. Granger's Biographical Hiftory of Eng-
land, vol. iv p. 290.

§ There are two anecdotes related concerning Dr. Kenn, v/hich

iliew the purity ofhis mind, the decorum of characfter he had fup=
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death of Dr. Thomas, on the 25th June 1689, aged

765 prevented his being deprived of his fee, though

he had been fufpended. Dr. Frampton, in the earlier

part of his hfe chaplain to the fa6lory at Aleppo,

retired after his deprivation to the village of Standifh,

near Glocefler; where he died on the 25th of May

17083 in the 86th year of his age. Dr. Lloyd, a

fcholar of St. John the Evangelifli's college in Cani-

brid^e, refided for feme years at Lifbon as chaplain

to the factory ', in which pofi he condu61ed himfelf

with fingular prudence and integrity towards the

papifts. The moil honourable teflimonials had re-

commended him, in 1675, to the fee of LandafF;

from which he was tranflated to Peterborough iri

1680, and to Norwich in 1685. After he was de^

prived, he removed to London, and died in the

vicinity of that city on the id of January 1709.

He left his library, in which were printed books and

manufcripts of great value, to the college in which

he v^as educated. The diocefe of Norwich, when

he was deprived, loft a very able and worthy paftor,

a man of great integrity and piety, who had jufl and

comprehenfive views of the duties of his fun6lion
;

ported, and an independence of fpirit not to be corrupted by the ia-

fluence of rank and ftation. When he refided in the court of the

Prince of Orange, he obliged one of his Highnefs's favourites to

perform his contra<n:, by marrying a young lady of the Princefs*s

train whom he had feduced by that con'raft. When he was chap^.

Jain to Charles 11. and the court was at Winchefler, he peremptorily

refufed to admit the royal miftrefs, Nell Gwynn, into his apartments,

The Stateholder, in the former cafe, was highly offended ; but the

Kinjy, fo far from refenting his religious intrepidity, foon after made

him a bifhop. Granger, voLiv. p. 290, w/f.



C. I. PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 75

and whofc mind was bent to fulfil them on all oc-

cafions to the benefit of his church, and the honour

of God.* Dr. White, after the lofs of his bifliopric,

lived in retirement, and died on the 30th of May
1698. Dr. Turner, the intimate friend of the pious

Bifhop Kenn, had enjoyed the peculiar friendihip

and patronage of the late abfconded king, when he

was Duke of York, by whom he was preferred to

the deanery of Windfor, which he afterwards held

with the bifliopric of Rochefler; from which he was

tranflated to the fee of Ely, on the 23d of Augud
16S4. After he was deprived, he engaged in a

correfpondence with the queen of the exiled king ;

at St. Germain's; and entered on meafures with the

Earl of Clarendon, Lord Prefton, and his brother

Mr. Graham, for reftoring King James to the

throne, whilfh King William was abfent at a congrefs

of princes at the Hague. § Thedefign was difcovered;

• Dr. Prideaux's Life, p. 73.

^ Blfliop Burnet adds the name of William Penn, the famous

Quaker, to thofe who were engaged in this defign. But his late

liberal and intelligent biographer has fuily vindicated the charadler

of this great man from the mifreprefentation ; who, though his

name was inferted in a proclamation, on fufpicion of having been

concerned in the defign, made it appear to the King and Council in

1693, that he never was a party in this or any other attempt of this

nature. The immediate effe6l of which was his acquittal from the

charge brought againft him. Valuable and fair an hiftorian as ia

general is the bifhop, in this inftance his llatement was inaccurate;

and his mind was warped by prejudice conceived againft Mr. Penn

when they were both at the Hague. The error ftands on^

record as a leffon of caution to future writers; but it is to be the more

regretted, as fubfequent hiftorians have copied from Burnet, and

omitted to mention Mr. Penn's acquittal.—See Clarkfon's Life of

Penn, vol. ii. p. 377,
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feme of the party were apprehended and imprifoned.

Dr. Turner abfconded. He died at Therfield in

Hertford fliire, on Nov. 2, 1700.II A vindication of

the condudl of himfelf, and of the deprived prelates,

in reje£ling the oaths, came, with other publications,

from his pen.

The perfon to whom the prelates, who were

fellow fufFerers with him, looked up with great

deference and refpc£t, was Archbilliop Bancroft.

He attracted their regards by his unblemifhed

morals and great learning ; commanded their atten-

tion by his exalted rank ; and encouraged their

imitation by his own example of fortitude on this

occafion, and by his refufmg to read the declaration

for liberty of confcience. In other inflances he had

fhewn himfelf timid andirrefolute, flucluatingbetween

an attachment to the late king and allegiance to the

new; not uniformly confident in his fupport of the

one, nor abfolutely difcarding the interefts of the

other. " Though he had joined the other peers and

*' privy counfcllors in inviting the Prince of Orange

" to take the adminiftration of the government upon

" him, he refufed to pay his compliments of congra-

** tulation at St. James's on his fafe arrival. When
" the convention met, he came not to take his place

" among them, refolving to aft neither for nor againfl

^^ the interefts of King James; and though he him-

*' fclf refufed the oaths, he cautioufly avoided taking

*' any (leps, by a61ing or fpeaking, to deter others

[J
Granger, vol.iv. p. 289. Burnet, vol.iv. p. loc; and Oodwirj

de Pr?cfulibus, cura Richardfon, p. 277.
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'' from fuch compliance."* After his deprivation he

lived in retirement at FreiTnigfield, in the county of

Suffolk, where he was born, and where he died on

the 24th of November 1693, ^S^*^ 1^' ^^^ *^

faid in his retirement to have cultivated his garden

with his own hand; enjoying, though with the fa-

crifice of greatnefs and fplendour, the peace of con-

fcious re6litude. In leaving Lambeth, he firft with-

drew to a private houfe in tov/n, Thomas earl of

Aylefbury paid him a vific there : the prelarc re-

ceived him at the door of his apartment, which he

himfelf opened. The Earl, flruck with this circam-

(lance of humiliation, and the total change of the fcens

in which he had frequently beheld him at his palace,

burfl into tears. As foon as he recovered the power

of fpeech, he told him how deeply he was affedled

WMth what he faw; and of his inability to fupprefs his

grief. " Oh, my good lord," replied the prelate,

" rather rejoice with me, for now I live again."!

The integrity of thefe prelates in refufing the

oaths to the new government, under the idea that

to take them would be a violation of their former

oaths, how erroneous foever we- may think their

views to have been, reflects honour on their names.

It was a generous and magnanimous facrifice of

rank, influence, and wealth, to confcientious fcru-

ples. The religious reverence due to an oath was

ftrengthened, in their cafe, by a habit of attachment,

from education and principle, to the royal family of

theStuartSj and by their tenacious adherence to the

* Belfhani; vol. i. p. i\i,. t Granger, to!. 17. p. ^%l.
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do£lrines of paffive obedience and non-refiftance.

They felt alfo their obligations to the royal houfe,

to which they owed their high preferments. Their

fituation brought them into a peculiar difficulty with

refpe6l to the clergy who applied to them for infti-

tution. They could not grant it without tendering

the oaths, which they themfelves thought unlawful.

Previoufly to the year 1660, the Chancellors of a

diocefe had been invefled with a power, in the

abfence of the Biiliop, to give inftitution : but by a

general agreement, in that year, the bifliops deter-

mined to except this power out of the patents which

they gave to their chancellors. The obligation to

fee that the clergy, before they gave them inftitu-

tion, took the oaths to government, refted, by this

exception, folely with the biftiops ; who, if they did

not admit the clerks prefented to them, were liable

to the adtions of quarc itnpedit. Under this per-

plexity, to avoid at once fuch adlions and yet wave

enabling the oaths, they granted new patents to

their chancellors, impowering them to give inftitu-

tion. " So they inverted laymen with authority to

" admit clergymen to benefices, and to do that

'* which they thought unlawful, as was the fwearing

•' to an ufurper againft the lawful king. Thus it

•* appeared," fays Burnet," how far the engagements
** of intereft and parties can run men into contra-

•* diflions."* In the furvey of human aflions and

condufi:, what frequent occafions have we 10 obferve

and lament the failure of firmnefs, and deviations,

* Burnet, vol. iv. p, (), 10.
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from confiftency, in charaflers on the whole rcipc^-

able for integrity and independence

!

The deprived bifhops were permitted to continue

at their fees above a year ; and no nomination was

made of others to their ecclefiadical pods. They

lived during this fpace privately in their palaces,

and performed no epifcopal function, and took no

part in the concerns of the church. Bi(hop Burnet,

by the Queen's order, engaged Sir John Trevor and

the Earl of Rochefter, who had great influence with

the prelates, to try whether they would renew their

fun6i:ions, in ordinations, inftitutions, and confirma-

tions, and affifl at public worfhip, as formerly,

ihould an A61 be obtained to excufe their taking the

oaths. When an attempt was made to afcertain

theT fentiments on thefe points, they would give no

other anfwer than that they would live quietly.

By this reply it was underftood that their intention

was to keep themfclves clofe, till the proper time

ihould encourage them to aft more openly.
|j This

was an indication, that however a confcientious

fcruple might at firft have determined them to refufe

the oaths, an attachment to the abdicated family

had a firm hold on their minds, and that they

chenfhed the hope of an opportunity to exprefs

again their allegiance to it. All thoughts of en-

gaging them to refume their epifcopal funiTtions

were on this laid afide: and it was determined to fill

the fees which had been vacated by deprivaucn.

The detcfftion of the plot which we have already

;; Burnet, vol.iv. p. loj.
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mentioned, and the Biihop of E!y*s letters to St,

Germains, afforded a fair occaliouj and furniihed a

juftification for executing this purpofe.

It was judged a matter ol the firfl importance that

the fee of Canterbury (lioulJ be well filled. The
effed^s of the other nominations would depend upon

this, and they would ail rake their complexion from

ir. This would explain the views of the new king;

and the nation would learn from the nature of it,

whether he would coniinue to purfue moderate and

healing meafures, or would fall in with the paffions.

and humours of a high party, that feemed to court

him as abje£lly as they inwardly hated him. In this

critical moment, the King and Queen, from a defer-

vedly high opinion of the Dean of St. Paul's,

grounded on an experience of his zeal for their intered,

and of his mild and prudent counfels for two years,

dire£fed their thoughts to Dr. Tillotfon, the inti-

mate friend of Dr. Burner, a man of large pnnciples,

free from fuperfliition, and an enemy to violence and

feverities ; a man whofe zeal had been directed

againfl atheifm and popery ; but had never ex-

preffed itfelf in (liarpnefs and bitternefs towards the

DilTenters, with many of whom he had lived in

good correfpondence, and feveral of whom, by the

foftnefs of perfuafion and arguments only, he hiid

been the means of brinoino- over to the Church.

As this amiable divine had no ambition in his tem-

per, and he forefaw to Vvh:it a fcene of trouble and

llander this high ftation would expofe him in the

decline of life j efpecially as the fucceffor to one
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who was called a confefTor, and was the bh]c^ of

public compalTion ; he refifted the wiflies and impor-

tunities of his royal friends to accept the poft, for

above a year. At length, with great uneafinefs ro

himfelfj he fubmitted to the King's command. I'he

fee of York foon after falling vacant. Dr. Sharp, an

excellent preacher^ but who was not fleady as Tillot-

fon, nor had an equal knowledge of the world, was

promoted to it. Dr. Patrick was advanced to the

fee of Ely ; Dr. More was made bifliop of Nor-

wich; Dr. Fowler was promoted to the fee of

Gloucefter ; the fee of Hereford was given to Dr.

Ironfide ; that of Chichefter was bellowed on Dr.

Grove ; and that of Briftol was affigned to Dr. Hall;

and Dr. Hough, prefident of Magdalen College, had,

the year before this, been placed in the epifcopal feat

of Oxford. " So that in two years," obferves

Biihop Burnet, *' the King had named fifteen

" biftiops ; and they were generally looked on as

" the moft learned, the wifefl, and beft men that

" were in the church. It was vifible, that in all

" thefe nominations, and in filling the inferior dig-

*' nities that became void by their promotion, no
" ambition nor court favour had appeared ; men
" were not fcrambling for preferment, nor ufing

" arts or employing friends lo fet them forward;

" on the contrary, men were fought for and brought
" out of their retirements, and mod of them very

" much againfl: their own inclinations. They were
** men both of moderate principles, and of calm
^' tempers. Thefe promotions were fuch a dlfco-

G
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" very of the King and Qaeen's defigns with relation

*^ to the church, that it ferved to much remove the

*' jealoufies that fome other fteps the King had made,

" were beginning to raife in the minds of the whigs,

" and very much foftened the ill-humour that was

" i'pread among them.***

Not only the bifliops whom we have mentioned

refufed the oaths to the new government; but many

amongft the inferior clergy, from the fame attach-

ment to King James, from fimilar ideas of the per-

manent obligation of the oaths by which they had

pledged their allegiance to him, without allowing

for that obligation being (ci afide by the king's

breach of his coronation engagements, and from the

encouragement and (limulus afforded by the example

of the prelates, likewife purfued the fame line of

condu^l. A bill was brought into the Houfe of

Commons, by which all perfons were required, under

feveral forfeitures and penalties, to take the oaths

by a fixed day. The clergy who (liould not comply

with the requifition, were to fall under fufpenfion for

fix months; and at the end of that time, on perfifling

in the refufal, they were to be deprived. An attempt

was made in the Houfe of Lords to modify this bill.

Bifliop Burnet took an aclive part in favour of the

clergy. Its objedl: was, that inftead of the claufe

pofiiively enabling that they fhould be obliged to

lake the oaths, the king might be empowered to ten-

der them, and then the refufal fhould incur the

penalties flated in the A£i, It was thotight that fuch

* Burnet, vol, ir. p. no, in.
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a power would be a reftraint upon their condu£V,

and fecure their quiet and peaceable deportment

;

whereas deprivation, and even the apprehenfion of

it,would create refentment, and irritate their minds, in

a fit of defperation, to undermine the government.

It was argued, that no oaths could bring them

under more ferious engagements than did the a£is of

religious worfhip officially performed by them in

the church, which were a foleran avowal of their

allegiance to God in the face of the people ; that if

they fhould neglect thofe offices, or perform them in

a manner different from what the law prefcribed;

theywere amenable to the A61 of Uniformity. Oaths,

it was urged, when a government came to need

ftrength from them, had proved an inefficient fecu-

rity ; and the obligation of them had been evaded by

nice diftinclions and fubtle interpretations. It was

pleaded on the other hand, that the propofed expe-

dient would put a hardfhip upon the king, a meafure

to be carefully avoided : That no man, efpecially in

fo facred a concern as religion, who would not give

the fecurity of an oath, exprefTed in fuch low and

general terms, ought to be trufted by a government:

That the diilance of fix months allowed fufficient

time to (ludy the point ; and they who could not in

that fpace fatisfy themfelves on the lawfulnefs of

acknowledging the government, were not fit to be

continued in the highefl pofts in the church. It

further was propofed to allow an exception of twelve

clergymen, who fliould be fubjefl to the law on re-

fuiing the oaths, at the requifition of the king. But
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the only mitigation that could be obtained, was a

power to the king to referve a third part of the

profits of any twelve benefices which he fhould name,

to the incumbents deprived under this Ad.* Thus

the Bill paiTed.

By the operation of this Ad, the clergy were

thrown into two divifions ; one, which included a

great majority, took the oaths ; the other, the mino-

rity, who refufed them. Among the latter were

Henry Dodwell, diftinguifhed by his learning and

great zeal to exalt the powers and dignity of the

prieflhood ; and who, in confequence of his refufal,

was deprived of the Camdenian profelTorlhip of hif-

tory in the Univerfity of Oxford : Dr, George

Hicks^ eminent for his extenfive erudition and know-

ledge in antiquities, who loft the deanery of Worcef-

ter, and the redory of All-Church in that ciiy : and

Dr William Sherlock^ to whofe name various con-

troverfial and practical writings have given a cele-

brity 3 and whofe refufal, as he afterwards fubmitted

to the requifition of the Ad, fubjeded him to a tem-

porary fufpenfion only from his preferments, and

the mafterftiip of the Temple ; afterwards, when

King James fled from Ireland, on the principle that this

ftep gave the new government a thorough fettlemenr,

he thought it lawful to take the oaths 5 and followed

up the change of his opinion by a compliance with

the Ad that propofed them. This provoked the

refcntmcnt and chagrin of the nonjurors, efpecially

;^s his refufal had been long and pertinacious, and

* Burnet, vol. iv. p. 12, 13.
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he was feverely libelled for it. He publiflied a vin-

dication of his condufl, to ward off the force of their

cenfures. This inftance of retraaation and political

conformity was, on the other hand, " a great tri-

" umph to the Court; and he was immediately

« rewarded, for what one party (tiled his happy

*« converfion, and the other his faithlefs apollacy, by

" the acquifition of the rich deanery of St. Paul's."*

Among the majority who took the oaths, there

was a difference of principle. Some a£ted from a

conviflion of the lawfulnefs of the oaths ;
on a

liberal regard to the conftitution of the nation, and

the important interefts to be fecured by allegiance to

the new government, and on the conlideration of

King James having forfeited, by his unlawful mea-

fures, the allegiance of his fabje61s. Bat the greateft

part of thofe who complied with the requifition of the

oaths, appeared, by the didindlions and refervations

with which they did it, to have a(5led with doubtful

minds, if not in the diredl violation of the dif^tates

of confcience. They reconciled their confciences

to it, though they had been warm advocates for the

do6lrines of non-refiftance and paffive obedience, by

declaring that they took the oaths in no other fenfe,

than that of a peaceable fubmiffionto the powers that

were. They pleaded, that tne legiflature, by drop-

ping the word " rightful,-' in the form of the oath,

allowed the diftin^lion between a kmgdefado^ and a

king de jure; and they availed themfelves of this dif-

ftindlion. It was a maxim with them, that if prudence

obliged them to conform to the letter of the oath, iq

** Belfham, vol. i. p. S13.
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confcience required them to give it their own inter-

pretation. " Nothing could be more infamous or of

" worfe tendency," obferves a modern hiftorian,

than this pradlice of equivocating in the mod

facred of all obligations. It introduced a general

difregard of oaths, which has been the fource of

" univerfal perjury and corruption.''* The ways,

by which it is well known the force and obligation

of oaths are evaded, ftiould admonifh legillators not

without the utmoft reafon to enjoin them, and to

enjoin them on the fewefl occafions pollible. Pro-

mifory oaths as toduty feem to be wholly unneceffary

in all cafes, where the violation of duty is an overt

a£l:, that is open to notice and amenable to law.

Among thofe perfons who in the cafe before us

were diffatisfied with the oaths and refufed to take

them, fome continued to preach even after the time

had elapfed that was fixed by the Ad: of Parliament

for their compliance, and fuch individuals were

legally filenced. By this condu£l: they followed the

fleps of the ejected miniflers, who perfevered in

their official duties after Bartholomew day ; and

whom they had on this ground cenfured with feve-

rity, and charged with great guilt. The generality

of those who perfevered in their refufal, at length

quitted their preferments, refufed to hold commu-

nication with fuch perfons as had taken the oaths

to the new government, and formed a new fepara-

tion from the eftabliiiliment. A congregation

formed on the principles of the noniurors, which

* Smollet, vol. i= p. 68.
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held its religious meetings at the CofFee-Houfe in

Alderfgate-flreet, exifted later than the year 1750.

The name of their minifter was Lindfay, a clergy-

man epifcopally ordained.

This date of parties gave birth to a new, and, in

feveral views, a remarkable contefl. The non-

juring clergy accufed fuch as had yielded to the

government with betraying their confciences for

great preferments, and reproached them as " a

*' pack of jolly fwearers/' Thefe, on the other

hand, upbraided the nonjurors as fchifmatics, who

had fallen into the fame crime which they had con-

demned in others. It was pleaded by the nonjurors,

that their fecefTion was not voluntary, bur forced by

penalties, which were to them, as minifters, conditions

of communion ; 2iud by fan£lions of fo fevere and

fatal a nature, annexed to the requifition of the oaths,

as to warrant a feparation : That a clergyman's

authority, whether a bifliop or a pried, was from

God ; of which he was bound, at any hazard, to

take care, and to perform its duties, notwichflanding

any civil a6l to prohibit and difable him, under a

folemn apprehenfion of the account he has to give :

and, That no parliamentary deprivation could fet afidc

the obligations of bifliops, not depofed by cccleli-

aftical cenfures, to fuperintend their churches, or

the obligation of their churches to live in fubjedion

to them. This plea they applied particularly to

Archbifliop SancroFt, though he never afferted his

right after his deprivation, and might therefore be

uflly confidered as furrendcring iu
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To thefe arguments it was replied : That the firft:

plea was uniting with diflenters to complain of

unjufi: and fevcre penalties : That on the ground of

it there was always warrant for feparatifls and non-

jurors : That if admitted, it applied to them as

niiniilers only, and left them at liberty as laymen

to join the communion of the church : That the

condition of taking the oaths required of the mi-

nifters was nothing to the people, who could not

unite with them without being guilty of a notorious

fchifm : and. That granting they were grieved by

the fecuiar power, and deprived of their fubfiftence

as well as em^oluments by an Ad: of Parliament, they

ought not to revenge the injury on the church. It

was anfwered to the fecond plea, that though the

civil magiftrate could not give or take away the

intrinfic power of the word and facraments, conferred

with the keys of ordination; yet he could beftow, or,

if the cafe required it, take dway again, in his own

dominions, the extrinfical power and licence of ex-

ercifmg the miniiieria,l office, received by ordination

:

and to fu(ph a lawful deprivation the clerk was hound

to fubmit. The nonjurors were reminded, that the

time had been, when this doctrine was held to be

true againfl the diffenters, whom therefore they had

regarded as fchifmatics ; and that, on this principle,

they themfelves incurred the fame charge. It was

urged againfl the third pica> that it did not appear

how the churches were obliged to follow their ec-

cleliailical guides into fchifm : and that if there were

any weight in it, the clergy in the provInccR and
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diocefes in which the metropolitan or bifhop took

the oaths, were obliged to adhere to them, and to

feparate themfelves from thofe who oppofed their

authority. '' When,'* it was a/ked, " did Chriftians

" in ancient times ever refufe communion with a
*' church on account of matters of (late ; or divide

*' from others^ becaufe they, from whom they

^' divided, thought it lawful and their duty to fwear
'' allegiance to the fovereign power r"

From the time of the reftoration of King Charles

lid, two fiivourite principles had been ilrenuoufly

advanced by the prelatical party ; namely, " the

" power of the magiftrate in ecclefiaftical matters,

" and paffive obedience without any limitations."

Now a fmgular inverfion in opinion and arguing

arofe from the change of circumftances. Thefe

principles were oppofed even by perfons who had

been ftrenuous advocates for them. They who
deferted King James, and joined the flandard of the

Prince of Orange, violated the principle of unli-

mited paiTive obedience : for which they were keenly

upbraided by their brethren the nonjurors. They

who fell under the difpleafure of the government,

no longer owned the power of the magiftrate in

eccleiiaflical matters ; but fet up the claim of an

inherent right in the church : and fome of them

went fo far as the kirk of Scotland to borrow new
principles. They who were on the other fide, did

not fail to cad reflections on them for this condud.

The high party, to defend themfelves from the

charge of fchifm, adopted the pleas of the diffenters,^
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for whom they had formerly the lead: charity. The

moderate and the adherents to King WilHam found

it a hard tailc to vindicate their change of notions

and fchemes of government againft the ill-natured

and bitter infalts of the other party. In this col-

lifion of fentiments among the members of the.

eflablifhed church, the dilTenters kept their ground,

and adhered to the principles on which they had

all along a£led. They were fmcere and cordial in

their attachment to the new government. They

received and improved the day of liberty with gra-

titude Though they could not obtain fuch altera-

tions in the ceremonies, worfhip, and difcipline of

the church, as would pave the way to a coalition
;

yet they conducted themfelves with more refped-

both to civil and ecclefiaitical powers, than was

manifeiled by thofe who had formerly valued them-

felves on their fubmiilivenefs. From this time, as

the favourable moment was pad without any thing

having been cife^led, they had no expectation of

being amufed and deluded with new propofals of

alterations and amendments : and they were fully

convinced, that nothing but a peculiar providence or

fome fignal event would fatisfy thofe of the nccefFity

of a coalition, who had been averfe from improving

two fuch excellent opportunities to accomplifli i^^

as the reftoration of Charles II. and the recent

Revolution *

The time was now come for the DilTenting Mi-

niHers to place themfelves under the full protection

Calamy, vol. i. p. >? 65—469.
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of the A(5i:of Toleration, by a compliance with the

condition it required. This was a fubfcription to

the dofirinal articles of the Church of England.

Mr. Baxter took the lead. Difficulties and doubts,

as to the meaning of fome of the articles, arofe from

the obfcure and ambiguous phrafeology in which they

were conveyed. He drew up a flatement of his ideas

on thefe equivocal terms, for his own fatisfaction,

and to anfvv^er the fcruples of others. The laft:

claufe of the fecond article contained an expreffion

in the Latin, which though left out in the Englifh,

occafioned him to demur about the fenfe. It flated

that Chrift died to be a facrifice for all, ojnnibus^ the

a£lual fms of men ; this Mr. Baxter fuppofed meant

not to include final impenitence, but all forts of iln

that had been forfaken. Chrifl's defcent into hell,

in the third article, he explained of the fl:ate of fe-

parate fouls. He felt various objections againft the

declaration of the third article, that Chrift, on his

refurre<fi:ion, " took agaip his body with flefli and

" bones, and all things appertaining to the perfeflion

** of man's nature, and therewith afcended into

" heaven.'' This affertion he underftood as fig-

nifying that Chrift fitteth in heaven with the fame

body, glorified, rendered fpiritual and incorruptible,

which on earth had confifl:ed of flefli and bones.

In the {tndi interpretation, the words would be

contradiflory to i Cor. xv. 50, that " flefli and
'* blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God ;" and

give us a degrading idea of his body, as inferior to

what his fincere difciples will poflefs, who are to
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rife incorruptible and immortal. He expreffed his

confent to the fixth article, as containing all things

neceflary to falvation, if the miniftry, facrament,

and church communion came under this defcrip-

tion ; and if, under the title of canonical books,

were included the Epidles of the Hebrews, the id

of Peter, and the 2d and 3d of John, Jude, and the

Revelation. He entered his caveat againft the

claufe in the feventh article, that the civil precepts of

the law given from God by Mofes ought not to be

received in any commonwealth, unlefs it referred

only to the particular civil laws appropriate and

peculiar to the Jewifh commonwealth ; and not to

thofe moral laws, included in the Mofaic inftitutes,

which are of univerfal obligation, and common to

all chriftian nations. As to the eighth article on the

three creeds, he guarded againfl being underdood

to admit two Gods by fubfcribing the claufe in the

Nicene creed, *' God of God, very God of very

*' God ;" and made an exception to the damnatory

claufe of the Athanafian creed. He explained the

infe(n:ion of nature remaining even in the regenerate,

according to the ninth article, to befo, not in pre-

dominant force or unpardoned, but in a mortified

and fubdued degree. The language of the tenth

article, that " we have no power to do good works,"

he foftened into an acknowledgement that " our

*' natural powers or faculties are not fufficienc

*' without grace." That the eleventh article might

rot be conflrued as giving any countenance to a

difrcgard of righteoufnefs of life, he was diiFufe in
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his expofition of it. He (hewed a folicitude to be

underftood as exprefling, by the twelfth ariicle, that

*' good works do fpring out neceiTarily of a true

'* and Hvely faith," an hypothetical neceflity, con-

fident with freedom; and he expounded the lad

claufe, " that by them/' /. e. good works, '' a

" lively faith may be as evidently exprelTed as a tree

" difcerned by the fruit," to mean a truth of evi-

dence, not an equal degree. His explanation of the

thirteenth article, " of works before j unification,"

feems to fet it afide, by afferting a common grace,

preparatory to a fpecial grace ; and to contradi£lic

by referring to the texts, which declare, that " to

" him that hath by improvement ihali be given, and

*' in every nation he that feareth God and work-

" eth righteoufnefs is accepted of him ;" and by

obferving, that believing in the being of God, and

that He is the rewarder of them that diligently feek

him, is " better than nothing, than mere fm." He
fuppofed that the phrafe " voluntary works" in the

fourteenth article, on works of fupererogation, was

not defigned to fligmatife, as arrogant and impious,

voluntary canons, impofuions, oaths, and church

offices. He gave it as his fenfe of the fixteenih

article, '' of fin after baptifm," that it meaiu only

the unpardoned fm againft the Holy Ghofl, and a

total departure from common grace, and fome degree

of habit and a^l of fome fpecial grace; but that it

did not determine the controverfy concerning a total

and final falling away from fuch an unconfirmed grace

as would otherwife fave. On the eighteenth article.
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»* of obtaining eternal falvation only by the name
*' of Chrift," he ofTered fome liberal obfervations

;

namely, that God judgeth men by no other law than

that which they were under : that the Jewifli pecu-

liarity did not repeal the gracious law made to

fallen mankind in Adam and Noah: that God had

more people of old than the Jews and profelytes.

On thefe principles, Mr. Baxter conceived that the

article could not mean to denounce a curfe on all

who thought that the fpirit and grace of Chrifl

extended beyond the knowledge of his name, and

who hoped that fome who never heard it would be

faved. If it were intended to apply to fuch, he

boldly and ingenuoully declared, he v/ould not

curfe them ; adding, all were not accurfed that hoped

well of Socrates, Antoninus, Severus, Cicero, Epic-

tetus, Plutarch, and fuch chara£lers. In his expo-

fition of this article he appealed to the cafe of the

Jews of old, as having m.ore imperfefl notions of

the chara£ler of Chrifl than the Apoflles before

his refurreftion ; and to the erroneous fentiments

of even the Apoftles themfelves before that event,

who did not till afterwards believe in the death of

Chriil for our fms, in his rifmg again, in his afcenfion

and interceffion. " Though faith in thefe fa^^s is

*' now "eflential to Chriftianity ;" yet Mr. Baxter

fubjoined, " if I durll curfe all the Vx^orld, who
'' now believe no more than the ancient Jews and

" the Apoftles then did
;
yet I durft not curfe all

" Chriftians that hope better of them.'* He gave

a turn to the twenty-third article, ** of miniftering
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" in the congregation," with an evident dedgn to

make it coinprehenfive of the holy orders of pref-

byterian miniilers. The article itfelf defcribes and

judges thofe to be lawfully called to preach and

adminifler the facraments, " who are chofen and
*^ called to this work by men who have public au-

*' thority given them in the congregation, to call

" and fend minifters into the Lord's vineyard:" Our
cxpofitor declared he underftood public authority

to mean " authority given by Chrift in his Scripture

*' inftitution, and by thofe whom Chrifl authorifes

" under him." This was a latitude of interpreta-

tion beyond the intention of the compilers, who
exclulively had in view the authority of biihops.

Mr. Baxter was not difpofed to fubfcribe, without

explanation, to the twenty-fifth article, on " the fa-

*' craments," in which they are reprefented not as

" badges and tokens only of the Chriftian profeiTion,"

but as " certain fure witneiTes and effeflual figns

" of grace and of God's good-will." The in-

terpretation which he gave of this defcription of

their nature and efficacy, he exprejGTed thus,—that

they fignify what God offered; inveil the true

believing receiver in the right of pardon, adoption,

and falvation ; and are morally operative. He did

not pafs over the twenty-fixth article, *' on the un-

'' worthinefs of minifters, which hinders not the

*' effe^l of facraments," without fubjoining his len-

timents on the fubje<5l : tliey were to this purpofe ;

That though the ignorance and wickednefs of the
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mlnifter doth not make void the facraraents, yet

the prayers, preaching, and example of able and

godly men are ufually more efFedlual ; fmce *' God
" heareth not finners," as the blind man argued,

'' but if any be a worfliipper of Him and doth his

" will, him He heareth ;'" and to the wicked God
faith, " what had thou to do to take my covenant

" into thy mouth ?" He obferved alfo on this

article, that to prefer a bad man before a better

was fm : and that it was dangerous to encourage

jn daily fm thofe who, though dellitute of the elTen-

tial qualifications, ufurped the facred office of biihops

or paftors. He added this expofuion, probably

from an apprehenfion that the article did not fuffi-

ciently brand miniilers of a wicked character, and

left room for fuperftition to attach virtue and

efficacy to the office itfelf, which, inilead of fup-

porting it with purity and dignity, they difhonoured

by their vices.

Mr. Baxter concluded the reprefentation of his

fentiments on the preceding articles with this decla-

ration :
" The excepted articles," that is, the 34th,

35th, and 36th, and part of the 20th, ** and thofe

" that need no expofuion, I pafs by. If I have hit

" on the true meaning, I fubfcribe my affent ; and I

" thank God that this national church hath doctrine

*' fo found ; and pity them that write, preach, or

'* pra£life contrary to the articles which they fub-

*' fcribe, and accuse them that reFufe fubfcribing

** them; and take them for fmners who take them
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'' not for their paflors, bccaufe that their wickednefs

" nulleth not their facramental adtninidrations."*

Mr, Baxter, at the time of fubfcribing, produced

this explication of thofe articles on which he and many

of his brethren felt fome difficulties ; that he might

teftify bis difapprobation of the plain literal fenfe

;

and that his views in fubfcribing might not be mif-

taken. Fourfcore dilTenting rainiilers in London

concurred with him in his obje<flions and explications.

So far their condu<fl: was explicit, ingenuous, and

candid. They acquitted themfelves like fmcere

upright irmuy who were folicitous not to deceive, or

to be mifunderftood. But it may be allced, what

end was anfwered by a fubfcription accompanied with

fuch explanations ? If the explanations exprefled

only, in other words^ the genuine meaning of the

articles, and the delign of the impofer, there was no

occafion for them. If they conveyed a different

fenfe ; fibfcription, inftead of preferving an unifor-

mity of faith and profeffion, was a cover for a variety

of opinions, and for a difcordancy of fentiment ; and

it becomes difficult to exculpate the fubfcriber from

the charge of equivocation and evaiion. Mr. Baxter,

indeed, and his brethren, may be confidered as

honeftly declaring their view of the articles on

which they had fcruplcs. But admitting that their

own private opinions were agreeable to the genuine

fenfe, in complying with the requifition of the A£t

of Toleration, they loft fight of the great proteftant

principles,—the fole authority of the Lord Jesus

* Calamy's Abridgement, vol. i. p. 470—476.

H
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Chrifl as lawgiver of the Chrillian church, zM
the perfection and fufEciency of the fcriptures ',

and they bowed to an aflumed authority, to

claims not of right but of power, to impofe expla-

natory articles of religion. They lofi: fight of the

extent and applications of their own principles, as

feceders from a proteflant church. Their namesy

as pattetns of confident proteftantifm, of religious

independence, and of comprehenfion of mind,

cannot (land on equal ground with that of their ve-

nerable predeceffor John Fox, the martyrologifl:,

who, when fummoned to fubfcribe by the ecclefiaftical

commiffioners of Queen Elizabeth, declined it ; and

taking his Greek Teftament out of his pocket, faid,

" To this I will fubfcribe."

When diffenters had by fubfcription fecured the

proteftion and advantages offered by the AS: of

Toleration, and were become united in harmony

and friendfliip with government, they turned their

thoughts to their own internal ftate. They were

divided into various fe£^s ; but the two leading and

mod numerous fe<5i:s were the Prefbyterians and the

Independents or congregationalids. The former

were at this time in the very zenith of their power.

The latter, who firfl: formed a diftiuin: party in 1616,

had during the civil wars acquired numbers and

refpedlability, and vied, in point of pre-eminence,

with the Epifcopalians and Prefbyterians. During

ihe adminidnition of Cromwell, their reputation and

influence rofe to a greater height. But after the

rtdoration of Charles II. they had declined ; but
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they flill fubfifted as a diflin£i: body of feceders from

the eftablifhmeut. A coalition of thefe two parties,

on fome general principles, was juftly deemed defi-

rable, to put an end to uncharitable jealoufies arid

cenforious reproaches, and in future to bury their

differences in oblivion. Such an union would be

honourable to themfelves, and conducive to the pre-

fervation of the proteflant caufe. The religious

liberty granted and fecured by the A6t of Tolera-

tion was favourable to it ; and the minds of miniflers

and people in the metropolis and in other places

were difpofed to concur in it. The firfl: ftep in this

plan of a coalition was to alTume a common demon-

ftration, that of^ United Brethren. Heads of agree-

ment were alfo adopted, and alTented to by fourfcorc

miniders in London 5 not v/ith a view to any national

conftitution, but to preferve order in their own con-

gregations, and to maintain harmony between the

two parties. They confided of nine articles, which

were adopted to exprefs a concurrence of fentiment,

'

and to propofe an union of condudl:, on the feveral

fubje^ts to which they related. Thefe fubjefls were

churches and church members, the miniftryj cenfures,

communion of churches, deacons and ruling elders,

fynods, the demeanour to be obferved towards the

civil magiflrate, confefTions of faith, and the duty

owing, and the deportment which fhouldbe obferved,

towards thofe who were of a different communion.*

* See Appendix No. III. ; and Mofheim's Eccleiiaftica! Hlftory,

Tol. iv. p- 53 a, note (s) ; and Harmer' Remarks on the prefent

State of the Congregational Churches in Norfolk and Suffolk, p. i2,

^5> 39» 4I> 43i 44» 47? 50*
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Mr. Howe had a principal fliare in drawing up
this paper. But befides him, on the part of the

prefbyterians, Mr. Hammond, Mr. afterwards Dr.

Williams, Mr. Stretton, Dr. Annefley, and Mr.
Mayo, took a lead in the affair ; and on behalf of the

congregationalifts, Mr. Griffith, Mr. Mead, Mr.

Chauncy, Mr. Lobb, Mr. James, and Mr. Mather,

lent the aid of theirjudgment and their pens to this

meafure of mutual agreement. The enumeration of

the topics on which thefe heads of agreement

turned, (hews that the afTent related only to matters

of church government and ecclefiaflical difcipline

and order. By the eighth rule it was provided, that

the union fhould not be difTolved by difference of

opinion on do£lrinal ^queftions ; for it was well

known that fuch differences exifled, particularly

between Mr. Baxter and Mr. Cockayn, who were

members of the union. This agreement, as parti-

cularly appears from the ninth article, indicated

greater liberality of mind in the Prefbyterians, than

that denomination had expreffed towards the Inde-

pendents in the times preceding the death of

Charles!.; when, they not only fhowed towards them

an inimical fpirit, but declared with vehemence

againfl that liberty of confcience for which the Inde-

pendents v/ere, to their honour, ftrenuous advocates.*

The eighth article was undoubtedly meant to be

conciliatory, and profefTedly fets up the fcriptures,

on points of faith, as ^ perfe^ and only rule of faith

and practice; but it inconfiftently combines with it

* NeaFs Hiltory of the Puritans, vol.iii. p. 440, kit edition.



C.I. PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 101

as auxiliaries, or as lefts, the Articles of the Church

of England,, the Confeffion agreed on at the Savoy,

and the Catechifms of the AiTembly at Weftmlnller

;

as if the fcriptures were not fufficicntly explicit and

authoritative by themfelves. The declaration

honourable to the fcriptures is weakened or rather

done away by a fubfequent claufe.

The definition given of the Catholic vifible Church?

in the firfl: article, as confifting of the whole multi-

tude of visible believers and their infant seed, lies

open to remark. It confifts of contradictory ideas
;

the ideas of knowledge and conviction implied in

the term believers^ and the ideas of ignorance and

compulfion neceflarily connecled with a (late of

infancy ; and ir was evidently pointed againfl the

Baptifts : And in the uncandid fpirit of the times,

v/hen this feCt, ftill in the commencement of its

reputation and influence, was looked upon with

prejudice and contempt, it appeared defigned to ex-

clude them from this plan of agreement.*

In this fcheme of union, the united brethren

ftudied by mutual concefTions to compromife the

differences between them. The Independents, it is

* " A Church," fays Mr. Locke, " I take to be a voluntary fociety

of men, joining themfelves together of their own accord, in order

** to the public worHiip of God in fuch a manner as they judge

« acceptable to Him and efte6lual to the falvation of their fouls*

** I fay, it is a free and volu?itary fociety. No body is born a

" member of any church ; otherwife the religion of parents would
" defcend unto children, by the fame right as their temporal eftates,

*' and every one would hold his faith by the fame tenure he does

" his lands ; than vvhich nothing can be imagined more abfurd/'

Locke*s Letter on Tcleration, reprinted in 1800, p. SQ.
^
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worthy of notice, dropt the word covenant, which

they had been fond of ufing to exprefs the terms of

their fellowfliip. They borrowed the expreffion

from fome tranfadtions in the Old TeRament; and as

they derived it from the fcriptures, it was efteemed

by them extremely venerable and even facred.

Under the fecond article, they receded in forac

degree from the language of the platform of order

in 1658;* where they made the previous ele61:ion or

preceding confent of the church as indifpenfable

to the ordination of a minifter, or the communication

of office power to him^ but here they infiil on it as

only ordinarily requifite. It was from the principle

of compromife, it may be concluded, that in the

article on the minidry, the term teacher, as diflin^l:

from paftors and ruling elders, was era fed: though

the difl:in<51ion had been admitted by the old congre-

gationalirts, as what was to continue to the end of

the world. Both Prefbyterians and Independents,

by their aflent to thefe declarations, departed from

the principles of their nrfl inflitutions ; namely, that

^' each particular church hath a rioht to choofe

*' their own officers ; and being furniihed with fuch

" as are duly qualified and ordained according to

'' the Gofpel rule, hath authority from Chrift for

** exercifmg government and enjoying all the ordi-

*' nances of worffiip within itfell : I'hatj in the ad-

*' minidraiion of church authority, it belongs to the

" paitors and other elders of every particular church

f* (if fuch there be) to rule and govern ; and to the

* Xj-x'^ ediiicn of Nea], yol. iv. p. 193.
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" brotherhood to confent according to the rule of the

*' Gofpel.* It may be regarded as a virtual concef-

*' fion, that ordination is rather an act of devotion, than

" an invefliture with power, when the fixth feclion

*' of the fecond article admits, on the removal of a

" minifter formerly ordained to a new ftation or paf^

" toral charore, a like folemn recommendinor of him
*^ and his labours to the grace and blcfling of God."

It was a diftinguifliing chara6^erin:ic of the fpirit of

thefe heads of agreement, that the authoritative

power, affumed before this by the forms and

claans of the prefbyterian government in particular,

was relinquifhed. In the preface, the impofition of

thefe terms of agreement on others was difclaimed;

all pretence to coercive power was owned to be as un-

fuitable to their principles as to their circumftauces

;

and exco»mmimication was defined to be no more

than '' declaring fcandalous and irreclaimable mem-»

'' bers incapable of communion in things peculiar

*' to vifible believers." The prerogatives exercifed

in former days in fynods and alTemblies are brought

down, by the fixth article, to " occafional meetings

^' of minifters, and to a reverential regard to their

*' judgment ;" and, by article the fourth, to '' he-

'^ quent meetings together, that by mutual advice,

" fupport, encouragement, and brotherly inter-

*' courfe, they may (trengthen the hearts and hands

" of each other in the Lord." By the fecond (cc-

tion of that article it is conceded, that '' none of

^' their particular churches (liall be fubordinate to

* Sections 6 and 7 of the firft article.
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" one another, all being endued with an equality of

" power hom Chriil ; and that none of the faid par-

''' ticular churches, their officer or officers, jQiall ex-

*• ercife any power or have any fuperiority over

*' any other church or their officers. '* Thefe were

great conceffions on the fide of the Prefbyterians ;

men, who, during the time of the Commonwealth,

had been in alliance with the (late, and had exer-

cifed in various provinces of the kingdom as well as

in London, an ecclefiaftical jurifdiclion. Their fitua-

tion was now changed ; and it was neceffi\ry policy,

if nor true liberality of fpirit, to lay afide claims,

which they had no means of fupporting by the emo-

himents or power of this world. This agreement

fecms to have been the firfl ftep towards the decline

of the prefbyterian difcipline ; till at length, though

the name is retained by many focieties of dilTenters,

the diftinguifhing principles of prefbyterianifm are

loft ; and the independent mode of church govern-

ment is virtually, if not avowedly, adopted by all.

The coalition, the principles of which we have

ftated, after the preliminaries of it were fettled, was

commenced with a religious fervice at Stepney on the

6th of Apiil 1691 : at which, by the appointment

of the united minider*, a fermon was preached

by Mr. Matthew Mead; which was poblifhed under

the quaint title, but fuitable to the occafion, and

agreeable to the tafte of the age, of " Two fticks

" made one," from Ezekiel xxxvii. 19.

The diffenters would have ihcwn wifdom, and

probably have commanded greater refpecl, and had
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greater weight with the nation, if befides this li-

mited and partial agreement between the minifters

in London and its vicinity, they bad adopted a

fcheme of general correfpondence throughout the

kingdom, and had adhered to it with confidency

and firmnefs. It would have laid a foundation for

future vigorous and united exertions in a common

caufe ; and would have precluded thofe clamours,

which an attempt to form fuch an union has

fmce raifed.

It was however to their honour, that though

they did not unite on a broad plan, which (hould

comprehend all the body and its different denomi-

nations through the kingdom ; they generally a6led

in concert, and were unanimous in the fupport

which they afforded to the new government.

Whereas in the church, contentions ftill exiiled.

The zealous adherents to the abdicated king were

folicitous to reinftatehim on his throne; and a defign

was concerted to aiTafTinate the reigning king in

Flanders.* A controverfy in favour of the deprived

bifhops agitated the church ; and various tradls

were publiflied. Among others who refufed the

oaths, and afterwards diftinguifhed themfelves

by a bitter and determined adherence to the caufe

of the exiled king, was Dr. George Hicks, whom
James had promoted to the deanery of Worcefter

n 1683 ; a man of extenfive learning, and parti-

cularly ikilled in antiquities and the old northern

languages. His conduct in the affair was fmgular.

* Burnetj vol. iv. p. 138, &c.
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At firfl: he was willing to fwear allegiance to King

William and Queen Mary, refolved to do it, and

determined, in order to give notoriety and folemnity

to his pledge of fidelity to the new government, to

take the oaths publicly in London. Previoufly to

his fetting out, a friend, forefeeing the danger of

his being aflaulted by his acquaintance in the city,

and of his being thus diverted from his purpofe,

advifed him to continue at Worcefler. He refented

the fufpicion of his fleadinefs which fuch perfuafions

implied, and commenced his journey. His friend

met him on the road, and renewed his cautions. To
thefe he replied by declaring himfelf fully co7t^

vinced that it was his duty to take the oaths. But

when he reached town, he was led to entertain

other fentiments on the fubje£l: ; he faid that he had

been miilaken ; and not only rcfufed to take the

oaths, but fet himfelf at the head of thofe v^^ho

refufed to take them. He fell under fufpenfion, of

courfe, in Augufl 1689, and was deprived in Fe-

bruary following : and as he lived twenty-five years

after this, he employed much of his time in writing

in defence of the principles of the nonjurors.*

It was very natural * that the deprivation of a

number of the bifliops and clergy fhould agitate

the public mind. They who loft their preferments,

loft their temper: though they were not hunted from^

place to place, or vexed with profecutions and im.

prifonments ; fome of them indeed were doubly

taxed, yet they lived unmolefted; and fome were

• Life of Bifhop Kennet, p. 47, note.
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permitted to name their facceilors into their benefices,

xvho, it was believed, allowed to them the greater

proportion of the emoluments. In the diocefe of

Salifbury, Mr. Martin, befides bein:^ continued in

his living, received from Biihop Burnet, out of his

ownpurfe, the income of his prebend: for though

he refufed the oaths, he did not join in the fchifm of

the nonjurors. Mr. Spinks was permitted to ferve

.the donative which he enjoyed, by a curate. Mr.

Jones's living was collated to a fucceifor, whom he

nominated. Dr. Beach kept his living two years

after the fentence of the law pronounced him to be

deprived of it ; and though he was indlci:ed and con-

vifled for uttering feditious words, he was pardoned.

This lenient treatment was purfued in other diocefes.

But the diminution of income which thefe clergy

fuftained, if not the entire lofs of the emoluments of

office, and the obloquy under which their names fell,

in the opinion of the majority of the nation, were

felt to be grievances. Thefe grievances provoked

remonftrances ; and the fingular fuuation into

which the clergy were thrown, produced queitions

concerning the indelible permanence of their facred

office and of epifcopal authority, which were agi-

tated with warmth.

The fpiritual rights of the biffiops againfl a lay

deprivation were affierted and defended in " a Vin-
*' dication of the deprived Biffiops," a trafk pub-

lifhed at this time. There alfo came out a pamphlet

entitled " Solomon and Abiathar : or the cafe of
'^ the deprived biffiops and clergy difculfed, in a

" dialogue between Eucheres^ a conformifl, and Byf-
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*' cheres^ a recufant :" by Mr. Hill. The author's de-

fign was to (hew, that Abiathar voluntarily refigned

the office of the priefthood, and was not removed

from it by the authority of Solon^ion ; that he had

no original legal claim to it ; and that of courfe on

his withdrawing from the facred office, it reverted

to Zadok, without any title from the king. The

tenor of this argument, in dire£l repugnancy to the

flatement of the hiftorian, was evidently defigned

to prove, that the Englifli monarch could not juftify

his deprivation of the bifhops by the example of

the Jewiili king. The fpirit of the writer and the

fpirit of the times appeared in the reprefentation

given by him of the ftate of things under King

William, which he fligmatifed as " worfe than a

*' deluge of popery; and the whole revolution," he

branded " as a great impiety." With fuch fenti-

ments concerning the exiding government, it is not

furprifmg that the Jacobites were frequently forming

plots againflit; that difappointments in their defigns

enflamed their refentment ; and that events, which

had an unfavourable afpe6t on the glory of the

king's arms and the fecurity of his crown, fuch as

the victory of the French at Landen, and the ruin

of the Smyrna fleet, gave birth to exultations and

rejoicings. " It is amazing to think," fays a liberal

writer, ^* to what a length the interefts and paffions

" of fome men will carry them." A fchifm was at-

tempted to be raifed in the Church. The divines

Dr. Tillotfon and Dr. Sharpe, who had been

ele6fed to the fees of Canterbury and York, becaufe



C.I. PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 109

they were faithful to the government and zealous for

it, becaufe they were charitable to the diflenters and

friends to the toleration, were reprefented as men

who intended to undermine the church and to betray

it. Some of the furious divines, who raifed thefe cla-

mours, were protected and preferred, from the hope

that indulgence and favour would fuften their tempers

and corredl their prejudices. They accepted their

preferments as the rewards which they believed to

be due to their merits ; and employed the credit

and authority which thefe preferments gave them,

againft the very prelates to whom they owed them.*

Amidfl the agitations of the times, two events

took place which were of a very gloomy cad ; which

appeared very inaufpicious to the general caufe of

liberty, and to the rights and hopes of the diflenters in

particular. On the 22d of November, 1694, died

Archbifhop Tillotfon, whofe high ftation had been

made very uneafy, and v/hofe fpirits had fuifered a

great depreffion, by the virulent oppofition of his

enemies and by the reproach of evil tongues

,

though neither could provoke or frighten him from

his duty. His mind was enriched with learning,

and his heart was form.ed by the genuine fpirit of

goodnefs; in his character reflitude of principle was

united with benevolence of difpofition and fweetnefs

of temper. The generous and liberal fentiments

towards the dilTenters, v/hi:h didinguiflied him; and

his advancement to that fiation of influence, dignity,

and wealth, of which their favourite Bancroft had

* Warner's EccIefiafticalHillory of EngJand, vol. ii. p. 653.
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been dirpofTefled; expofed him to the dlfpleafure of

the high party, and drew on him their jealoufy and

refentment. The king and queen were much afFe6led

with his death ; and with great reafon, it awakened

a general concern and deep iorrow throughout the

nation. The event can now be viewed not only

as affording to the prelate a .aim retreat from the

malice of his enemies, but as being even favourable

to the eaufe, which appeared in his removal to have

fuflained an irreparable injury ; for his mild and

pacific fpirit, obferves Dr. Calamy, rendered him

not fo well able, as his fucccffor Dr. Tennifon, to

contend with fome difficulties, which, had he lived

lono-er, he would have been called to encounter.

Dr. John Hall, bifliop of Briilol and mafter of

Pembroke college, on account of his moderation

.md piety, was recommended by a numerous party

to fill the vacant fee of Canterbury. Dr. Stil-

lingfleet bifliop of Worcefter, who was eminently

learned, was judged by many to be a man in all

refpe<fts fit for the poft, and his nomination to it was

Dot only favoured by the inclinations, but fupported

by the earned requefl, of the CHieen : befides being

obnoxious, however, to the envy and jealoufy of

fome on account of eminent talents and erudition,

befides his temper and notions being generally regar-

ded as too high by the whigs, his tender frame and

ill health difqualified him for the fatigues attached

to that high (lation. The approbation of the mi-

niftry, the general concurrence of the clergy and

people, and the efteem of their majcftics. after all^



C. !• .PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. lit

determined in favour of Dr. Tennifon bifliop of

Lincoln ; a man who had many friends and no

enemy ; who polTeiTed firm health and an active

temper ; who had ferved the cure of St. Martin, in

the word times, with fmgulardifcretion and courage;

and had reftored a large negledled diocefe to good

order and difcipline. He was nominated to the fee

of Canterbury on the 8th of December, and his

confecration took place on January j 6, 1695, ^"

the church of St. Mary-le-Bow, London.

Within five weeks after the removal of Ar-chbilhop

Tillotfon, the Queen fell fick on the 2 2d of De-

cember 1694. Her illnefs foon appeared to be the

fmall-pox, a difeafe which had been fatal to the royal

family. It baffled the /kill of the phyficians and the

power of medicine, and (he died on the 28th of the

fame month, in the thirty-third year of her age, and

in the fixth of her reign. Her perfonal accomplifli-

rnents and virtues would in any (lation have created

deep and mournful regret, through the circle in

which Ihe could not but have been adm/ired and

loved. Her capacity for government, and the

wifdom of her adminiftration in the abfence of the

king, difplayed her great talents, and brightened the

afpefl of public affairs, which in other refpecls were

of a melancholy complexion. Ller zeal for the

public good, her concern for the honour and prof-

perity of England, her attachmeut to the protefliant

religion, her regard to the rights of confcience,

and her folicitude to promote union amongfl her

fubje£ls, rendered her life peculiarly important, and
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her death a juO: ground of deep and univerfal forrow*

She died more generally lamented than any princefs

in our hiftory ; and the national refpecl and grief

were tcillfied in an extraordinary manner. Both

Houfes of Parliament v/ent in proceffion before the

chariot in which her body was carried to the place

of interment : and the Order of Council^ befides

requiring all perfonsto go into thedeepeft mourning,

direded the nobility and gentry to furnifh their

fervants with liveries of black cloth, and to cover

their coaches with it. The people of Scotland, to

ftiew how much they felt on this occafion, fet apart

a day of humiliation. The two Houfes of Parliament

gave the example of waiting on the king with mod
refpef^ful and confolatory addrefles. The clergy, the

city of London, and other corporations and chief

places of the kingdom, were not behind the legiflative

bodies in fimilar teilimonials of their fympathy with

the king, and of their deep fenfe of the queen's

death. The dilTenting minifters in London and its

vicinity, who had peculiar reafons to exprefs their

participation of the general grief, approached the

throne in a large body; and in a fpeech delivered by

Dr. Bates, at their head, poured out their empaf-

fioned eifufions of admiration and praife of the high

perfections that ilione in the perfon and anions of

the deceafed royal perfonage, and their (Irong

affurances of inviolable fidelity and conftant attach-

ment to the perfon and government of the furviving

fovereign.*

* For the Addrefs at length, fee Appendix No. iv.
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Amidfl the general expreffions of high regard

for the virtues and excellencies difplayed in the cha-

racter of the Queen ; and of univerfal forrow on

her death, there were not wanting publications

which betrayed different fentiments. The funeral

fermon for her Majcfty was, at the'King's appoint-

ment, preached at Dr. Tennifun. Some perfons,

from a prejudice againfl the new archbidiop and

from difaffeftion to the government, were fevere in

their animadverfions on this difcourfe, and on others

preached upon feveral folemn occafions, about this

time, by other bifhops and eminent minifters in the

church. The nonjuring clergy were mod forward

in their cenfures ; and in the exafperated flate of

their minds, they did not refrain from malevolent

afperfions on the king, and his deceafed royal con-

fort. The cry of paffive obedience was renewed
;

and the heavieft charges of producing famine at

home and contempt abroad, of impoverifhing and

ruining the nation for ever, were brought againft the

Revolution. One pamphlet publiftied in this drain

was entitled " Remarks on fome late Sermons :"

another appeared in the form of " A Letter to the

*' Author of a Sermon preached at the funeral of

" her late Majefty Queen Mary." This tracl came

from the pen of a worthy charafler, whofe works

had in general an obvious tendency to promote

pracflical religion, and whofe fermons were regarded

as the genuine effufions of his heart. The author

was Dr. Kenn, who had been deprived of the fee of

Bath and Wells ; whofe attachment to James IL

I
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or wliofe fcrupulofity about the permanent obligation

of his former oaths, rendered him inimical to the

new government, and excited in his mind ftrong pre-

judices againft the deceafed queen, as having, in his

apprehenfions, violated filial duty and afFeftion,

when ihe was prevailed on to afcend her father's

throne, and was made the inftrument of fuperceding

him.* The.archbiQiop did not judge it proper or

necelTary to reply to this letter; which was meant

to charge him with unfaithfulnefs in not availing

himfelf of the opportunities afforded him, by his

attendance on the queen in her laft illnefs, to

awaken a fenfe of guilt, where the prelate, viewing

the conduct in a different light from his epifcopal

brother, doubtlefs thought that the royal perfonage

had a6led a virtuous and patriotic part. The author

of the letter could fcarcely entertain a hope that his

remonftrance would have any other effe<5l than that

of expofing the condudl of the prelate to cenfure

;

and together with the " Remarks," affording a tef-

timony of the fpirit and fentiments with which the

Revolution and the chara6ler of the queen were re-

garded by the writers of thofe pamphlets and by the

party, of which they might be confidered as the voice.

It was to the honour of the archbifliop, that though

he was filent under the reproaches cafl: upon him, he

was not inactive in the high Nation to which he was

raifed. One of his iirfl a6ls after his advancement

was to obtain from the king " injunctions to the

* Memoirs of Dr. Tennifon, p. 31—41 ; and Granger's Biogra-

p.hicaJ liiHory of England, vol. iv. p- 290.
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*' archbifliops, to be communicated by them to the

*' bifhops and the reft of the clergy, for reform-

" ing the government of the church ; enforcing a

" regard to the canons relative to ordination ; fup-

" prefTing abufes occafioned by pluralities, and pro-
*^ viding for the regular and conftant difcharge of
" clerical duties; and for a vigilant fuperintendance

** of the lives and manners of the clergy."

The tenor of fuch publications as thofe which we
have noticed, afforded ftrong indications of the at-

tachment to the exiled king, and of dilTafFedlion to

the Revolution, prevailing in the kingdom j fuiEcient

to give encouragement to the formation of fchemes

for the overthrow of the exifting government. A
ftratagem to effe£l this obje£l was concerted in

France. The object was to invade England, and to

alTairmate the King in his coach, either as he fliould

go out to hunt, or on his return. The leading con-

fpirators were Sir Wm. Perkins, Captain Porter,

La Rue, Robert Chaveroch, and others; at the head

of whom was Sir George Barclay. The French

army was marched to Dunkirk, to a(El when the

opportunity favoured their exertions. The Duke of

Berwick came over to prepare matters here. The
tranfport fhips, a fmall fleet of cruizers and a convoy

of men of war, were in a filent manner brought toge-

ther, and properly difpofed ; many regiments were

embarked; and Kmg James v/as v/aiting at Calais,

that on the firft notice of the fuccefs of the aflaflina-

tion, he might fet fail; fo nearly was the fchemc

brought to a crifis. The dcfign was to flrike the

I 2
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blow on the i5tli of February 1695—6 : but In the

beginning of that month fuch a difclofure was made

by La Rue, a Captain Fiflier, and Pendergrafs, an

Irifli officer, as led to an inveftigaiion which de-

feared the proje6l. Upon the detection of this

defign a royal proclamation was iffbed, promifmg

large rewards to thofe who fhould apprehend any of

the confpirators named in it ; fo that few, except

Barclay, efcaped. The prifons were in a manner

filled with fuch as were apprehended. Several of

them were tried on indidlments of high treafon, and

were executed. When Sir John Friend and Sir

Wm. Perkins fuffered death, three nonjurying cler-

gymen, Mr. Cook, Mr. Snatt, and Mr. Collier, who

had vifited them in prifon, attended them to the

place of execution ; and befides afiifting them with

their exhortations and prayers, folemnly gave them

abfolution, by impofition of hands, before all the

people :
" a firain of impudence," fays Bifliop Bur-

net, " as new as it was wicked.'^ Thefe perfons

died, owning the ill defigns in which they had been

engaged, and exprePnng no fentiment of penitence

for them. The conduct of the clergy who abfolved

them was a virtual iipprobation of their traitorous

meafuresj and a daring infult of the government,

and of the legal proceedings which had fentcnced

them to death. The two former were committed,

tried, and fined, as well as cenfured ; Mr. Collier

made his efcapc. A declaration againd this beha-

viour of the clergymen, as extremely infolent, as

without precedent in the manner, and as altogether
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irregular, was publiflied by the archbifliops and

fourteen biQiops, the whole of the epifcopal bench

then in town; and feveral nonjurying clergymen

gave it under their hands, that it was neither the

pra(5i:ice of the Church of England, nor allowable

in fuch cafes, to give abfolution.*

When fuch a fpiric (liewed itfelf towards " the

'* powers that were," it is not furprifing, if the

friends and panizans of the new civil cflablifliinent

were regarded with jealoufy and refentment. The
liberty granted to the dlifenters to worfliip God
according to their principles was all along the ground

of complaint, and a grievance to many. Though all

the former feverities were not revived againfl them,

they were borne hard upon at this time in feveral

inftances where the Acl of Indulgence, had not fpeci-

fically provided for their relief. Proceedings were

commenced againft feveral, efpecially Mr. afterwards

Dr. Jofhna Oldfield, then paflor of a congregation of

difTenrers at Coventry, for keeping academical femi-

naries. Mr. Oldficld was a man of diflinguifhed

talents and learning; who, previoufly to his fettle-

ment at Coventry, had lived f:^veral years at Oxford,

and was in habits of friendly intercourfe with fome

of the firft fcholars of the univerfity ; among others

with Dr. Wallis and Mr. Dodwell, by whom he was

highly efteemed. He had complied with the re».

quifitions of the law by a declaration againft popery,

by fubfcription to the doctrinal articles of the Efta-

* Calamy, p. 55c ; and Hiftory of the Life and Reign of Willian;

JII. p. 317, lamo. 1744.
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bliftied Church, and by taking the oath of allegiance

to the government, in the fupport of which he

joined an affociation. But thefe evidences of his

proteflantifm and loyalty did not proted him from

the fpirit of intolerance. On the 6th of O^lober

1696, he was cited to appear on the 14th of the

fame month before the ecclefiaftical court, to be

held at Coventry, for the diocefe of Lichfield

and Coventry. He was charged with teaching

without a licence ; and when he demanded a copy of

the libel or articles againft him, he was put off, and

forced to attend again for it at Lichfield on the 26th.

The libel ex officio^ which was there delivered to

him, accufed him of teaching without licence, and

alfo without fubfcription to the whole Book of

Common Prayer and the thirty-nine articles entires

contrary to the 77th canon ; though no charge of

deficiency in any other qualification, or any crimina-

lity of condu6l in other refpe6l, was alleged againfl

him. Thejudgeearneflly preffed him for an imme-

diate anfwer ; and the utmoft indijlgence he could

obtain, was to poftpone his appearance in the fame

place till the 7th of November, the next court-day.

When the day came, he replied by his proflor.

One of his family happening to be prefent was fo

terrified by the judge himfelf, who threatened him

with excommunication, as to bind himfelf by an oath

to accufe the defendant; but, by withdrawing before

the hour for his examination came, he evaded the

oblif^ation. Mr. Oldfield removed the caufe to
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Wcftmlnfler-Hall, and obtained 2^ noli prosequi from

the Court of King's-Bench,

The learned Mr. Frankland, eje£led fromBifhop's-

Aukland in Durham, who condu6led5 at different

places of refidence, an academical feminary of great

reputation from 1669 to 1698, was, notwithflanding

the prote£lion and fecurity which the Toleration

Afl offered, haraffed by citations from the eccle-

fiaftical courts from the Revolution in 1688 to his

death in 1698, foon after he had obtained a fimilar

prohibition to (lop proceedings : in the mean time

he had been excommunicated, on one of the citations,

for non-appearance. Others met with trouble on

the fame grounds. The fpirit of the law, which

indeed, under great limitations, granted liberty of

religious profeffion, and the known difpofitions of the

Court, were not fufticient to reftrain the operations

of intolerance without an appeal to the royal pre-

rogative, to obtain from the liberality of the king

the indemnity which the law ought to have guaran-

teed. The proceedings againfl Mr. Oldfield and

Mr. Frankland, on account of keeping feminaries

for claffical andphilofophical learning, were peculiarly

groundlefs and illiberal, as both had fludied at the

Univerfities of Cambridge, and left that feat of

fcience and literature vv^ith great reputation for talents

and proficiency.''^ ^ Profecutions againfl men for

opening fchools and diffufmg knowledge were more

fuitable to the age of Gothic barbarifm, than to

* Calamy, vol. i. p. 551 ; Dr. Wm. Harris's Funeral Difcourfes, p.

38 J ; and Palmer's Nonconformift's Memorial, vol. i. p. 491,
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times like thofe of the Revolution, when the day-ft^r

of light and liberty was rifmg on mankind.

The Gondufl of Sir Humphrey Edwin, a dilTenter,

and the lord-mayor of London this year, in carrying

the regalia of his cfEce to the meeting-houfe at

Pinner's Hall, will be deemed by many to have been

injudicious, and in thofe times of irritation calculated

to raife jealoufy and inflame the paffions. The fact

is, that unhappy confequences arofe from it both m
this and the fucceeding reign. It was reprefented

by a warm advocate for the church, not only as

a reproach to the laws and magiftracy of the city,

that the mayor fliould carry the fword of (late with

him to, as the divine elegantly exprelTes himielf, ''' a

*' ^a^)' conventicle," that was kept in one of the

city-halls, hut 2ls airoxfacinus, a horrid crime , and

he called the plea offered in its defence, on the prin-

ciple that the Ad: of Toleration as much eifabiiihed

the religion of the diffenters as that of the nation,

*' an arrogant reafon." The horrid narure of the

crime, and the arrogance of the plea, could not be

fcen nor admitted by many who wiflied that this

proceeding of the lord-mayor had been waved,

But the mod marked and prominent feature of

the times appeared in flatute 8ih and 9th, paffcd in

the reign of King William HI. intitled, " an Ad for

" the more effe<5lual fupprclllng of blafphemy and

<' profanenefs." Some years before this the contro-

verfy concerning the do^lrine of the Trinity had been

agitated; and Unitariari fentiments, called then as in

the prefcntday, byway of obloquy, Socinian^ had been
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advanced and defended in various publications; v^hich

Mr. Firrain, a citizen of wei^ith, andapattern of adlive

and generous benevolence in various ways, as well

as of zeal in religious matters, difperfed over the

nation, and gave to any perfon who was difpofed to

read jhem. Great attention was excited ; the fubjefl

became a common topic of difcourfe ; indignant con-

tempt was exprelTed againft myfterious doctrines, as

the contrivances of prieds, a^^uated by a defign to

bring theworld intoablindfubmiillon, andasgoverned

more by the fpirit of prieflcraft than the love of

truth. The friends of the received dodlrines were

alarmed ; a great outcry was raifed againft focini-

anifm; and the enemies to the government availed

^themfelves of the opportunity, either through real

or pretended fears, to purfue fteps and to ufe a lan-

guage which tended to undermine it. In this ferment

of the public mind, the Commons addrefled the

King, Feb. 17, 1698, to this efte6l. They requefted

his Majefly to ilTue out his royal proclamation to all

the magiftrates and jufiices of the peace to put in

fpeedy execution the laws againd profanenefs and

immorality, and to require from time to time an

account of their proceedings on it: They befought

his Majefty to difcourage, in a particular manner, all

vice, profanenefs, and irreligion in thofe who had

the honour to be employed near his royal perfon,

or in his fervice by fea or land ; to appoint flricl

orders to be given to all his commanders, not only

to (hew a good example, but to infpe6l the manners

of thofe iinder them : and they entreated that his
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Majefty on all occafions would diilingulfli men of piety

-and virtue by marks of his royal favour. They

alfo folicired the king to give fuch efFe(flual orders as

to his royal v^ifdom fhould feem fit, for the fuppreffion

of all pernicious books and pamphlets, containing

in them impious dodtrines againfl: the Holy Trinity,

and other fundamental articles of faith, and to dif-

countenance the authors and publifhers of them.

The concern exprelTed by thefe fenators for the

fuppreffion of vice, immorality, and irreligionj will be

deemed truly laudable, worthy the friends of virtue

and the guardians of their country's beft interefts.

But in the laft claufe of their addrefs they will be

thought to have gone beyond their province as

legiilators, which was to define and fecure the rights
^

exifting between man and man ; and to form laws,

as the times and the (late of property might alter,

for the protection of thofe rights. The civil magis-

trate is the guarantee to every citizen againft inju-

ries from his fellow citizens ; but he is no umpire

between God and man : he has no claim, by depu-

tation from either, to decide what is religious truthj

Kor does he poiTefs, either in his perfonal capacity or

his official chara£ler, any peculiar prerogative or

ability for the taflc. The fame means of information,

the fiune oracles of divine truth, lie open to the mar

giilrate and to the fub]e£l: : each is refponfible to God.

for his religious opinions. In the times of which we
arefpeaking, the force of thefe principles, which are

more univerfally admitted in thefe days of better

knowledge ^nd fupcrior liberality, was very partially
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felt; and the application of them was, in general,

made only to cafes that related to ecclefiafticai

government or to relioious ceremonies.

We are, therefore, lefs furprized, though we may

be difpofed to lament, that fuch an addrefs from the

Commons was followed by the llatute which we have

mentioned. This Act recited, that many perfons had

of late years openly avowed and publilhed many

blafphemous and impious opinions, repugnant to the

do£lrines of the Chriftian religion, very dillionourable

to Almighty God, and in their tendency deftruflive

to the peace and welfare of the kingdom. To pro-

vide againfl thefe evils, and to fupprefs, as the A£l

expreifes it, " thefe detedable crimes/' it prohibits

itch publications; and enadls fevere penalties againft

any and every perfon, educated in the Chriflian reli-

gion, or who at any time had made a profeiTion of it

within this realm, who fliall by writing, printing,

teaching, or advifed fpeaking, deny any one of the

perfons of the ^oly Trinity to be God, or ihall

alTert or maintain there are more Gods than one,

or fhall deny the Chriftian religion to be true, or the

holy fcriptures of the Old and New Teftament to be

of divine authority. To enforce thefe prohibitions,

an incapacity and difability in law, to all intents and

purpofes whatever, to hold any office or employ-

ment, ecclefiafticai, civil, or military, or a privation

of any office or employment held and enjoyed by the

offender at the time of convi£lion, is the puniftiment

affixed to the firft offence. To be difabled from

any right of fueing, profecuting, pleading, or ufing
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any a6lion or information in any court of law or

equity, from being guardian of any child, or executor

or adminiflrator of any perfon, or capable of receiv-

ing any legacy or deed of gift, or of bearing any

office civil or military, or any ecclefiaflical benefice,

for ever, within this realm, and an imprifonment for

three years without bail or main-prize from the time

of convi(n:ion, is the puniihment affigned to the

fecond offence. Some of the provifions in this claufe

feemto have been formed on the model of an edift

by the Emperor Marcian in the fixth century, againfl

the Eutychians and Apollinarifts, by which they

were rendered incapable of difpofing of their eflates,

of making a will, or of inheriting any thing by the

will of others, or by a deed of gift.* In one claufe

this ftatute may appear to exprefs a degree of indul-

gence and lenity towards thofe who were convidled

on it of any crime or crimes; as it provided, that on

the acknowledgment and renunciation, within the

fpace of four months, of the offence or of erroneous

opinions, in the court where the convidlion had taken

place, fuch offender (hould be difcharged from all

penalties and difabilities incurred by fuch convidion.

Even this claufe deferves to be reprobated, for it

is infidious and enfnaring; holding out a temptation

.to the irrefolute, and opening a door of efcape from

the penalties of the ftatute to thofe who are deflitute

of piety and moral rectitude. Can it be afcertained,

whether a renunciation of opinions made under

fuch circumftances is the effedl: of convi6tion, and

Furneaux's Letters to Blackftone, p. a8, note.
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an unequivocal proof of fincerlty? Does it not look

very fufpicious? Has it not the appearance of beinp-

the a6l of ' a difmayed hypocrite?' Such ftatutes arc

incompetent to the end propofed by them, namely,

fuppreffing the avowal and checking the fpread of

any particular tenets. " No terrors, not even thofe

'' of death, are flrong enough," it has been well

obferved, " to prevent the virtuous charafler from
*• making a profeilion of his religious fentiments.

*' There have been men in all ages who have chofen

" to endure even an agonizing death, rather than

" withhold an open teftimony to their convictions

;

" and men there ever will be, who will think the

" profelTion of their religious fentiments a duty of

" indifpenfabie obligation, and who will defy every

*' hazard rather than conceal them."* If fuch (la-

tutes are incompetent to prevent the avowal of the

fentiments againil which they are levelled, the inflifl:-

ing of the penalties they ena<Sl:, inftead of reftraining

the publication of fuch fentiments, promotes it, and

gives a fpread to them under circumftances that are

very favourable to their reception. The cafe of a

virtuous fufferer under the lafn of fuch laws attra6!s

notice, moves pity, gives a notoriety to his opinions,

and raifes his character for fmcerity and fortitude in

the edimation of the public. All thefe circumRances

will give weight to his opinions, and turn the attention

ofmen to them. " The words are gone forth, and can-

" not be recalled ; the public curiofity is only attra<5led

" tov/ards them by any fpecies of legal cognizance

* ATreatlfeon Kerefy, by a Bai-nft^r at Law, p. ij2, 3. 1792
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" whatfoever; a more general examination of the

«' fentiment fucceeds. and amongfl; the number of

'' enquirers, fome, of courfe, will become advocates

'' for the opinions of the preacher. The poifon has

^' entered the circulation, and mud have its courfe."*

The inefficiency of fuch ftatutes expofes the folly

of them, and draws on them jufl contempt. But in

reference to the intolerance and cruelty which mark

them, they deferve to be branded with the moft

opprobrious cenfures.

It at once awakens deep concern and roufes warm

indignation, that fuch aftatute remains,though men do

not a£i: on it, even in our day, to difhonour our legiflativc

code. The times in which it pafled were not equally

enlightened with the prefent ; a great horror exided

in the minds of mod men againd the fentiments

which it was framed to fupprefs. Even fuch a fpi-

rited and upright advocate of civil and religious liberty

as Andrew Marvell, could complain that there was

^' a very great negledl fomewhere, wherefoever

'^ the infpedlion of books was lodged, that at lead

*' the Socinian books diould be tolerated, and fell

" as openly as the Bible."! The diflenters, in the

addrefs of their body to King William in 1697, had

intreated and urged him to dop the prefs againd the

Unitarians; in which requed they had in view the

trails written and circulated under the patronage of

Mr. Firmin.|| The difpofition to pafs the datute

* A Treatife on Herefy, by a Barriiler at Law, p. 125.

t KehearfalTranfpofed, partx. p. 172, (1672); or Thomp-

fon's edition of Marvell's Works, vol. ii. p. 122.

yjmlyn's Works, vol. ii. p, 374. Lindfey's Hift. View p. 302-
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under confideration was unhappily countenanced by

a precedent in the Long Parliameut in 1648, which,

by the influence of the prefbyterians, had palled an

A£t fimilar to this, but with the feverer penalty of

death to be infli£led on the party condemned
;

'* though indeed," as Mr. Lindfey adds, " three

" years imprifonment is fometimes worfe than

" death. "§ No precedent, no prejudices, though

they may extenuate the culpabiHty of the legillature

in pafTing fuch an A^, can wholly juftify it ; efpeci-

ally as at that time feveral pens had ably ailerted

and defended the rights of confcience, explained the

principles of free enquiry, and expofed the injuftice

of intolerance. There had been publiflied " An
*^ EiTay concerning the power of the magidrate, and

" the rights of mankind in matters of religion ;" a

tra6t, which if it were '' thoughtfully read and impar-

" tially confidered,'* was calculated to make every

ingenuous reader afhamed of perfecution.* There

had appeared from the prefs " An Apology for the

*' Parliament, humbly reprefenting to Mr, John
" Gailhard fome reafons why they did not at his

*' requefl enacl fanguinary laws againfl proteflants

'' in their lall fefTion," 1697. -^^^ ^^^^^ confidera-

tion which on this fubject peculiarly wounds the

reflecting mind is, that the ftatute of which we are

fpeaking was not prevented by the clofe reafonlngs

and liberal fpirit with which the nation had befn

addrelTed about nine or ten years before in IMr,

§ My Review of the Life &c. of Biddle, fedt. vi.

"* An Apology for the Parliament, p. 39.
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Locke's '' Letter concerning Toleration ;" which,

though pubHdied firft in Latin in Holland 1689,

had excited fo much attention as to have been

tranfl-ited in the fame year into the Dutch, French,

and Eni^iilh lanpaa^^es; and the Encrjiih tranflation

had, within that fpace, gone through two impref-

fionc, fn-il in quarto and tlicn in duodecimo. It is

to be himented, and to him who does not make

allow^ance for the force of prejudice, and the flow

progrefs of truth, however ably fupported, it may

appear furpriilng, that the weight and authority

which this tract derived from the fmgular talents

and eminence of the author, had not given a

decided turn to the public mind in favour of full

religious liberty. Mr. Locke, it is to be noticed,

was not the firft writer on the fubjedl ; the public

attention had been dire£led to it fome years before,

even during the civil wars, when the argument had

been ably dated and difculTed, 1 he misfortune was,

that " not only the government,'* as the judicious

and enlightened tranflator of Mr. Locke's Letters

obferves, " had been partial in miatters of religion,

" but thofe alfo who had fufFered under that par-

" tiality," and had endeavoured by their writings

ro vindicate their own rights and liberties, had

done it for the mod part upon narrow principles,

fuited only to the interefls of their own fe6ts. Even

Mr. Locke's generous principles were not, though

Hated in his clear and ftrong manner, immediately

efficacious in enlarging and expanding the minds

of men.
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To this it is to be added, that political jealoufies

and interefts blended their influence with religious

zeal. This was very apparent in fome fubfequent

proceedings againft the papids. In the fcffions of

Parliament of 1698, an addrefs was prefented to the

king, complaining of the boldnefs with which, from

his Majefty's unexampled clemency^ the papiCls had of

late frequented the metropolis, and all places of

public refort ; and befeeching his Majefly to iflue

his royal proclamation againft them. This the king

promifed to do.§ The fa61 was, that many priefls,

alarmed at the evils which they anticipated from the

elFefls of the revolution, had left the kingdom; but

after the peace of Ryfwick, they returned, accom-

panied by numbers of their order, and appeared

about the town without referve, and with an alTumcd

boldnefs, prefuming on the fpirit of toleration

which had begun to operate in favour of other fec-

tarifts. The enemies of the government availed

ihemfelves of this circumftance to afperfe the whig

minifters, as being indifferent to the interefts of

religion, and to throw out inllnuations that the peace

of Ryfwick included a fecret article in favour of

popery. Even the king himfelf was accufed of an

attachment, or at lead partiality to that religion.

Under the pretence of zeal for proteftantifm, and

from, a malignant enmity to the friends of govern,

ment, in the feflion of 1699, Mr. Howe, one of the

molt virulent Jacobites in the houfe, under the fanc-

§ Belfham's Hiftgry of Great-Britain from the Revolution, vol. lu

p. 8, &vo>

K
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tion of a committee, of which he was the chairmarij

brought in a bill of great feverity. It inflicted a

feotence of banifliment upon all popifh prieds and

fchoolmaders, on pain of perpetual imprifonment in

cafe of their return ; and it offered a reward of loool.

for their apprehenfion. It alfo enaded, that no

papiil, born after the 25th of March 170O5 fliould

be capable of inheriting either title or eftate; or of

purchafmg lands, &c. either in his own name or in

truft for another, within the realm. The mod ex-

traordinary claufe of the bill was that which required

all papiils pofTeiling eftates in land to take the oaths

of allegiance and fupremacy, and the ted, when

they attained the age of eighteen; and till they did

it, the eftate was to devolve to the next of kin that

was a protedant.

The tenor of this bill and its progrefs through

the houfe were marked by malignant infidioufnefs

on the fide of the party who moved it, and moved

it with a defign to perplex the meafures of admi-

nidration ; for they indulged the expectation that

the whigs, influenced by their principles of indul-

gence and toleration, would oppofe it, and by fuch a

line of conduct draw on themfelves popular odium.

Difappointcd in this apprehenfion they would have

dropt the bilL The court party were chargeable in

this affiiir with a conduci: irreconcileable to the

maxims of fair and jud policy, and were carried

away by meir zeal againd popery. Bidxop Burnet

inform.-! us, that he was in favour of this bill, *' not-

" wiihdauding hisprinciples lor tolerationjand^^^^/w/?
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*' all perfecution for confcience fake."* Both par-

ties penetrating into each other's defigns, and jealous

of each other's fuccefs, were alert in manoeuvres

to counteract one another's views, and to cIoj the

bill with new claufes, unreafonable and fevere, to

prevent its being pafTed by the lords. Bat fuch

fear left popery fhould recover its power and in-

fluence was entertained, that the bill rapidly paffed

through both houfes. Bi(hop Burnet, it is not to

be doubted, fpoke the fentiments of the lords, the

commons, and the whole nation. " I had always

" thought, that if a goverriment found any feft in

" religion incompatible with its quiet and fafety,

" it might, and fometiraes ought to, fend away all

" of that fefl, with as little hardfhip as polTible."*'

^^ A principle of policy," obferves a liberal hiflorian,

*' which would furniili juft as valid a pretence for the

*'expulfion of the Morifcoes from Spain, or the

" Hugonots from France, as of the Papifts from

«* England." The original caufe of the iuppofed

expediency and neceffity of fuch meafufes exifts in

the alliance of the church with the (late, and the

connexion of the civil power with a particular mode

of religious profeffion. The rigour and feverity

which diftinguifh the meafure adopted in the cafe

before us, are moll obvious; and have fo afFe£led the

minds of men in our times, that the Icgiflature has,

with a generous unanimuy, repealed the A^; and the

repeal has had the fan£tion of national approbation. .

Hiilory, vol. ir. p. 333'

K 2
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It may be remarked as the opprobium of the

times in which this bill palTcd, that there (lands on

record no proteft againft it by any of the lords;

nor againfl: the malignant flatute, the terrors of

which dill hang over the heads of Unitarians; from

whofe fentiments, as they are grounded on free en-

quiry, and are not blended wirh any political intereft,

no danger to the ftate is to be apprehended. Neither

of thefe bills, we may conclude, met with the hearty

approbation of the king : he was relu(5lantly induced,

by the influence of Parliament, and the imagined ne-

ceffity of the times, to give his alTeni: to them. This

may be inferred from his anfwer to the Scotch

commiffioners, when they tendered to him an oath,

containing a claufe about rooting out herefy^ that he

was not willing to he made a perfecuior,* His

Majefly's known tendernefs to diffenters, and aver-

flon to perfecution, brought en him the charge of

intending, by tolerating all religions, to overturn

the Eftablillied Church. "The former part of

this chara^ler " argued him to have a juft fenfe of
'' the rights of human nature, as well as of the true

*' interefts of Britain ; the latter is a reflection, that

** difcovers at once the ingratitude, ignorance, and
^' bigotry of thofe who made it.^'f

Pafllng over the intervening political occurrences,

we come to an event which tended to revive the

hopes of the difcontentcd, and to alarm the fears of

* Burnet, p. ^^z, 333 ; Beliham, vol. ii. p. 38, 39; Lindfey's

Hiilorical View, p. 305, note.

t Calnpiyi p. 619.
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the true patriot, while it wore a gloomy afpefl with

reference to the caufe of religious liberty, and the

fecurity of the proteftant diffenters ; this was the

death of the king on the 8th of March 1701-2: a

king, to whom they looked as their glorious deliverer

from popery and flavery, to whofe title they were

true and firm adherents, and in whofe fervice they

were faithful. '* To him the intellecluai world is

" indebted for the full freedom of difcuiTion, and the

*' unreftrained avowal of its feritiments on fubje(fls of

*' the higheft importance and magnitude. To him
*^ Britain owes the alTertion and the final eftablifh-

*' mentof our conftitutional privileges."!

X Belfham, vol. ii. p. 22a.



CHAPTER IL

Controversies agitated in the period between

the Revolution and the death of

King William.

SECTION I.

The Controversy respecting the Rights, Powers^

a?id Privileges of Convocations.

a rTpHE Convocation or ecclefiaftical fynod in

A England differs," obferves Judge Blackftone,

*' confiderably in its conflitution from the fynods of

'* other Chriftian kingdoms : thofe confiding wholly

" of bijhops ; whereas, \vith us, the convocation is

*^ the miniature of a Parliament, wherein the arch*

" bifliop prefides with regal (late : the upper houfc

" of the bifliops reprefents the Houfe of Lords

;

" and the lower houfe, compofed of reprefentatives

" of the feveral dioceses at large, and of each parti-

*' cular chapter therein, refembles the Houfe of

" Commons, with its knights of the fliire, and bur-

" geffcs."* This conflitution originated in the

policy and necelTiiy of Edward I. who, in the year

1219, when the knights, ciiizens, and burgcfTes

were firft fummoned to Parliament by the royal

* Commentaries, vol. i. p. aSo. ed. 179,
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writ, iiTued alfo his writ to all the bifhops of Eng-

land to call together the clergy of their feveral

diocefes at Weftminfter, to give him their help and

counfel. This was the firft national alTembly to

which the lower clergy were calL^d by the king's

writ. The object of the king was not fo much to

extend their privileges, and to raife their importance

in the communicy/as to obtain aids from them; and

to introduce a precedent and a method of taxing

ecclefiaflical benefices by confent of convocation.

He accordingly demanded half the profits of their

revenue for one year.*

In confequence of the debates and dilTentions

which arofe in the convocation that met in the be-

ginning of King William's reign, it was prorogued,

as we have feen,| for lo years. But the prorogations

were condudled with exa£lnefs and regularity. With

the opening of every other feffion of Parliament

the convocation was fummoned, and was in being

with it. But as in the year 1665 the clergy had

yielded up the right of giving their money in fubfi-

dies to the (late by their own votes, and had fubmitted

to be taxed by the Houfe oF Commons, there was at

lad nothing for them to do when they met;|| for,

notwithftanding all the dan^^er which threatened

religion during the former reigns, they never pre-

tended to fit and act as a fynod. Under thefe cir-

cumftances they fit only for form's fake ; the

meetings were of courfe adjourned from time to

* Warner's Ecclefiaflical Hiflory of England, vol. i. p. 479-

i Page 63. j] Burnet, vol. v. p. 37*
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time by the prefident, but always in a capacity to be

convened whenever the exigences of church or

(late required their counfcl and affiftance. No fach

exigence happened for feveral years. This exemp-

tion from an unnecelTary and expenfive attendance,

which was defigned for the eafe of the clergy, by
releafmg them from an obligation of abfence from

their cures, became by degrees a ground of complaint:

they murmured at the frequent and renewed pro-

rogations as a violation of their conftitution ; and

they caft fevere reflections on the Archifhop of Can-

terbury in particular, and on the epifcopal bench,

as negle£lful of the interefts of the church, and even

difpofed to betray them. Thefe difcontents were

privately fomented among thofe of the lower clergy

who were nonjurors. In 1697 thefe difputes became

known to the world at large through the prefs ; and

the pen being taken up, the controverfy was conti-

nued in different and fucceflive publications. In

thefe circumflances, while the public mind was agj-

tated, and the clergy, in particular, were in no good

temper, the Tory miniftry, into whofe hands the

king had put the reigns of government, demanded,

at the very beginning of their adminiftration, that a

convocation {l:iould be permitted to fit. It was fum-

moned and met in the church of St. Paul's in

London, on Monday Feb. loth, 1700, The con-

vocation was opened with fpeeches full of fevere

reflections on thebifliops, wh'oh, from an unwilling-

nefs to enter into difputes, they pafTed over in filence,

and with a forbearance that did them credit. On

N
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the 2 1 ft of February, Dr. Hooper, dean of Canter-

bury, a man of learning and good condu^fi:, but

referved, crafty, and ambitious, was chofen, pre-

fented, and approved as prolocutor. The archbifhop.

Dr. Tennifon, meant and adlually attempted toprc-

rogue the convocation on the 25th of the fame

month ; but obftrudions v^ere thrown in the way

of this meafure. The conftant method of adjourn-

ments had been this,—the archbifnop figned a fchc-

dule for that purpofe, by which the upper houfe

was immediately adjourned ; and that inllrumenc

being fent down to the lower houfe, it was likewife.

On this occafion the clergy, aware that the conti-

nuance of their meetings depended on the will and

pleafure of the archbifhop, v/ho could hinder or

break off all debates by an adjournment, refolved to

conteft this point. When, therefore, the fchedule

of prorogation was brought down and delivered to

the prolocutor, they continued fitting in defiance of

it, and proceeded in fome debates, which, though of

no moment in themfelves, expreffed their determi-

nation to aft independently of the archbifliop's

fchedule. After this the prolocutor himfelf, by the

confent of the houfe, intimated an adjournment, and

appointed the next meeting to be held in Henry

Vllth's chapel, in oppofition to the fchedule; which

included the whole body of the convocation, and to

prevent feparate and diRlnflm.eetings, had appointed

it to aiTerable in the Jerufalem chamber.

Thefe proceedings of the lower houfe were, with

reafon, confrJered by the archbifliop and the ma-
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jority of his fufFragans, as fetting up a claim of fepe-

raie intereft and power. The union of a provincial

fynod was broken, the good correfpondence between

the two houfes was deftroyed, and the common

methods of bufmefs v/ere frudrated. On February

28th, when the fourth feffion was held, the prolo-

cutor and clergy, a£ling on the principle of their lafl

adjournment, did not meet his grace and the bilhops

in the fynodical place, the Jerufalem chamber. This

condu£l was juftly interpreted as a fecond contempt

of the authority of the prefident and of the obligation

of the fchedule, the inflrument of continuing or

adjourning the convocation.

To come to an underftanding on the points of

difference between the two houfes, the archbifhop,

with the confent of his epifccpal brethren, fent for

the prolocutor, and put to him thefe two queflions,

Fird, *' Whether the lower houfe did fit after they

** were prorogued by his grace on the 25th of Fe-

" bruary ?" And fecondly, " whether they did meet

*' that very morning without attending in the Jeru-

** falem chamber, to which they were prorogued ?'''

After fome difcourfe which thefe queftions brought

on, the prolocutor faid, " that the lower houfe was

" preparing a paper to lay before his grace and the

*' upper houfe concerning the method of proroga-

*' tion and fome other matters of form." The arch-

bidiop replied in his own name and in the names of

his brethren, that though they thought fit for the

prcfent to continue the ufual practice, they were

ready to receive and confider what lliould be offered
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by the clergy, and to adopt fuch meafures upon it

as fliould appear to be jufl and right. As an inflance

of a conciliating temper, it was immediately added in

the fchedule of that day, to preclude ambiguity and

difpute, after in hujic locum^ " vulgo vocat: Jerusalem

'' chamberr The lower houfe fubmitted to this

with 2ifalvo jure ; and on the next felTion, the 6th of

March, agreeably to the definite form of the laft

fchedule, gave their attendance in the Jerufalem

chamber. On being foon difmiffed, they returned

to their own houfe, and prepared a report from the

committee, which had been appointed to fearch the

records of the convocation for dire£lions relative

to the prorogations of their houfe; which in a little

time they carried up to the upper houfe.

In this paper they afferted that it had been the

ufage of the lower houfe to continue its fittings till

adjourned or prorogued by the prolocutor or his

deputy, and not always to adjourn on the fame day

with the upper houfe. They alfo alleged, on the

authority of fome precedents, that it had been the

common pra6lice of their houfe, when the upper

houfe was adjourned by the words in hunc locuniy to

meet apart in the particular place where they had fat

lalt, diftin6lly from their lordlhips ; even when the

upper houfe: had been adjourned to a place particu-

larly fpecified by name, as St. Paul's, or Lambeth-

They further pleaded that they found no evidence to

prove that it had ever been the pra6tice of the lower

to attend rhe upper houfe before the former had

met and fat according to its own adjournment j but
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when It had firfl mec and fat, they then, at their own

motion, or by a fpecial meliage, attended the

bifliops on bufinefs.

This paper was entitled " a Report of the Com-
^^ mittee," and did not run, as it fliould have done,,

in the name of the *' houfc;" but the archbilhopj

without taking any advantage of this informality,

direded it to be read, and then referred the exa-

mination of it to a committee of the bilhops ; who

drew up a copious reply to it, in which all their

precedents were examined and anfwered.

In the mean time the archbifhop delivered to the

prolocutor the form. of an '' humble Addrefs to his

" Majefty," for the confent and concurrence of the

lower houfe; which was given, with one alteration

only, by the fubftitmion of the phrafe " reformed

•'churches" indead of "reformed religion" It

thanked his Majedy for his conftant prote£lion and

favour to the Church of England. It acknowledged

his pious concern for the reformed churches in

general; and it exprefl'ed an affurance of ftedfaft

fidelity and affection, and a readinefs to maintain the

fiipremacy of the king, as fettled by law* This

^ddrefs was prefented on the loth of March to his

Majedy; who accompanied his gracious reception

of it, and his thanks for the promifes which it con-

tained, with an affurance, that he would never extend

his lupremacy beyond the law.

The lower houfe fat for fome time in deliberations

on a reply to the anfwer of the biihops ; but inftead

of proceeding in it, they defired a free conference.
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This was refafed by the bifliops, as a itep altogether

new; for though the clergy had, on foine occafions,

and to explain fome point, been invited to a confer-

ence with the bifhops, they had never before pre-

fumed to propofe and to defire it of theinfclves. It

was refolved/ therefore, not to admit a conference;

but to require an anfwer to the paper which had

been fent to them. The lower houfe, on the ottier

hand, refufed to comply with this requifuion, and

refolved not to notice the archbilhop's adjournment,

except in adjourning therafelves on the day appointed

in his fchedule, but by their own afl, and to inter^

mediate days.

While thefe difagreements concerning their refpec-

tive prerogatives and privileges exifted between the

two houfes of convocation, the lower houfe (lept

forward in an unufual manner to exercife authority,

and difplay their zeal in religion. They collected

and examined feveral books, in which the received

principles of the church, which had the name of

orthodox, were impugned and controverted. They

noted down the obnoxious paiTages, which they

cenfured as erroneous; and wanted nothing but the

king's leave to fan6lion their cenfures, and to intro-

duce new canons into the church. They began with

atreatife, which had beenpubliflied in 1696, entitled

*' Chriftianiry not myfterious," by Mr, John Toland;

a work which excited much attention, created an

alarm, and expofed the author to the blind and unre-

lenting malice of bigots in power. On the 2cth of

March, the prolocutor carried up to the upper ho4ifc
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a reprefentation of this book, on the ground offome

proporuions injudicioufly felefted from it, as a

treat ife of pernicious principles, and of dangerous

confequence ; and they requefted their lordOiips to

concur in the cenfures and refokuions which they

had palled in reference to it; and to adopt effe£^ual

meafares to fupprefs fuch pubhcations. The biihops,

though they held Toland and his work in equal

abhorrence with the clergy, confidered this forward-

nefs and adlivity of the lower houfe to judge and

decide in points of faith, as ftriking directly at epif-

copal authority. They were furprifed to fee fuch

important a6ls of church government alTumed by

men who had long aflerted the divine right of epif-

copacy, and had maintained that prefbyters were no

more than their affidants and council. They were

.

alfo jealous of the credit, which it appeared to be

the aim of the clergy to fecure to themfelves, by

this (hew of zeal for the great articles of religion.

Under thefe impreffions the bidiops demurred on the

propofals of the lower houfe ; and determined to take

the opinion of council, how far the A£l of Submif-

fion,t in the 25th of Henry VIII. reftrained them.

t By the Aft of SubmifTion, which onginated in convocation,

and which, at the requeft of the clergy, had been confirmed in

Parliament, they acknowledged, " that all convocations ought to be

** aflembled by the king*s writ; and promifed, in verbafacerdotii,

** that they would never make nor execute any new canons or con-

*' ftitutions without the royal alFent; and fince many canons had

" been received that were found prejudicial to the^king's prerogative,

** contrary to the laws of the land, and heavy 10 the fubjeds, that

"therefore there fliould be a committee of 32 perfons, 16 of the

*' two Houfes of Parliament, and as many of the clergy, to be named
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On the cafe being fubmltted to the judgment of the

lawyers, foine were afraid, and others were unwilling,

to give a decided opinion. But Sir Edw. Northey,

afterwards the attorney-general, thought that to

condemn books was a ftep of great confequence, as

it might, by cenfuring fome explanations and allow-

ing others, affect and alter the doctrine of the

church; and that the convocation, fince it had no

licenfe from the king, would incur the pains in the

flatute by intermeddling in fuch matters. The bifhops,

directed by this advice, fufpended all further debate

on this bufmefs.

Another publication, which came under their

examination, and incurred their cenfure, was Bifliop

Burnet's " Expofition of the Articles/' " They
'' fell upon it," fays a modern writer, *' with the

^' utmofl: fury, as a performance full of fcandal to the

^^ church, and dangerous to religion."! They
were much prejudiced and highly incenfed againft

the author; and this gave an unavoidable bias to their

judgment in reviewing his work. In imitation of the

impeachments by the Houfe of Commons, they ex-

prelTed their cenfure of this book in three general

charges: That it allowed a diverfity of opinions,

which the articles were framed to avoid : That it

contained many paiTages contrary to the true mean-

ing of the articles, and to other received doflrines of

" by the king, who fhould have full power to revife the old canons,

" and to jibrogate, confirm, or alter them, as thev found expedient,

"the king's afTent being obtained."—Neal's Hill. Puritans, vol. i.

p. 14. ed. 1793; or Parfons's Abridgement of Neal, vol. i. p. 2.

I Archdeacon Blackburne's Works, vol. v. p. 274*
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the church: and That feme pofitions in it were of

dangerous confequence to the church as by law

eftabliftied, and derogatory from the honour of the

Reformation.

This paper of complaints having been read aud

taken into confideration by the bifhops, the prefident

obferved to the prolocutor, that it contained general

affertions only, without proofs. He required in the

name of the bifhops that the lower houfe ihould

fend up the fpecialties or particulars on which their

charges were founded. The prolocutor, and the

members who attended him, returned to the lower

houfe, and it was fuppofed that the clergy were pre-

paring their particular charges againfl: the Bifliop of

Sarum's work. After waiting fome time, a proper

officer, Mr. Tillot, was fent to enquire of the prolo-

cutor, whether any proportions relative to particular

palTages in it were in readinefs to be prefented to

the archbifhop and bifhops. The meffenger foon

came back with the following abrupt anfwer :
*' This

*^ houfe defires Mr. Tillot to return their lordfhips

^' their humble thanks for their meifage ; and to tell

" them, that this houfe is preparing bufmefs, but are

** not yet ready with it." It was never learned what

were the particulars to which the general heads

of cenfure referred. '' It was,'' fays Burnet, " a

*' fecret lodged in confiding hands." It fhould be

mentioned to the honour of this prelate, that fo far

from evading an examination of his book, he begged

the archbifhop to difpenfe with the order againft

furihej: communications on the fubje<St*
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On receiving the mefTage delivered by Mr. TiUot,

the archbifhop and biiliops, in a committee, came

to a declaration of their judgment on thefteps taken

in this matter by the lower houfe. They delivered

it as their deciiion, " That the lower houfe had no

" power, judicially, to cenfure any book: That they

*' ought not to have entered upon the examination

*' of a book written by a bifliop of the church, with-

" out firfl acquainting the prefident and bifliops

*' with their defign: That cenfuring the work of

*' the Bifhop of Sarum in general terms, v/ithout

" alleging the particular pafFages on which the cen-

^^ fure was grounded, was defamatory and fcandalous;

*' That the Bifliop of Sarum, by his excellent

*' Hiftory of the Reformation, approved by both

" houfes of Parliament, and by other writings,

'' had done great fervices to the Church of England,
^•' and bad juftly deferved the thanks of their houfe:

'' And that though private perfons may expound the

*' articles of the church, yet it could not be proper

" for the convocation, at that time, to approve,

*' much lefs to condemn, fuch private expofitions,*"

By thefe decifions of the upper houfe the lower was

reftrained from proceeding, in their corporate capa-

city, to thofe extremities to which they fliewed a

a ftrong inclination. The tafk of animadverting on

the Bifliop of Sarum's treatife was affigned to an

individual], generally fuppofed to be Dr. Binckes,

who they had good reafon to believe would make

ihe moil of it to the public ; and who, in the name

of bis breihren. publifhed, in 1702, " A prefatory

h
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Difcourre to an examination of a late book, entituled.

An Expofiiion of the Thirty-nine Articles of the

Church of England, by Gilbert bifhop of Sarum/'

In which difcourfe he is faid to have purfued the

cxpofition with fufficient fpleen.*

Previoufly to the 30th of May, when the prolo-

cutor of the lower houfe firfl; laid before the upper

houfe the reprefentation of their fenfe upon the

Bifhop of Sarum's *' Expofition of the Thirry-nine

'^ Articles," the archbiihop and the bifhops had

propofed that a committee, confifting of a fele^

number from the upper houfe and an equal number

from the lower houfe, fliould meet and confult, in

order to an amicable adjuftment of the points in

difpute between them. But the lower houfe de-

clined coming into any fuch agreement. On which

'his grace and fheir lord (hips declared, that they

would receive nJDthing from the lower houfe till the

irregularities which aitended its proceedings were

fettled. When, therefore, the document in which

they criminated the publication of the Bifhop of

Sarum was prefented, the archbifliop read to the

prolocutor and his attendants a paper drawn up by

die confent of the bifliops, and fanclioned by their

approbation, declaring " that they could not receive

** any thing offered from the lower houfe, till the

'• late irregularity of refufmg to meet the committee

^' of the bifhops, for infpe<51ing the books of the

*' convocation, was fet right." A copy of this paper

was, at his defire, prefcnicd to the prolocutor.

* B!;ickburn ut fupra.
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On this, he and thofe who accompanied him, went to

the lower houfe; and returning within a few minutes

waited in the chamber adjoming to the Jerufalem

chamber. Here they were met by Humphrey bifhop

of Bangor, who, by the dire£iion of the archbifhop,

afked the prolocutor, '' whether the meflage he was
'' now charged with, was to fet the irregularity com-
'' plained of right ?*' The biihop, returning to the

houfe, reported that at iirft the prolocutor replied,

*' that it was fomething in order to fet that irreguki-

*^ rity right;'* but then, as if recolleding hirafelf,

he faid, " it was concerning that irregularity." On
this the prolocutor and his attendants were called in

;

and his grace exprefled the readinefs of the houfe to

receive any propofal that tended to fet right the

irregularity of which it had complained. The pro-

locutor replied, it was fomething concerning it; and

then read to them thefe words : " The paper that

*' the lower houfe ordered the prolocutor to prefent

*' to your grace and their lordiliips, was their humble
" reprefentation concerning a book, entitled, * An
" ' Expofition of the Thirty-nine Articles of the

*' * Church of England,' and hath no relation to the

*^ fuppofed irregularity your grace and your lord-

" ihips think fit to complain of: of that we are ready

" to give your lordfhips Auisfaftion, when thereunto

" called 3 and in the mean time mod humbly requefl

" that your grace and your lordfliips will be pleafed

"to receive the faid paper."

The manner in which this paper was introduced

and prefented, excited the furprize of the archbifhop

L 2
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and the bifhops at the conduct of the prolocutor.

The Biftiop of Bangor in particular entered a com-

plaint againft it, in a writing figned by his own

hand, and charged him with prevarication ; for

when the bifhop had put the queftion to him, whether

the meffage he had to bring in was to fet right the

irregularity, of which the upper houfe complained,

he replied, firft, that " it was fomething to fet that

*' irregularity right ;" then he faid, " it was con-

*' cerning that irregularity ;" and at laft it appeared

that the meffage he brought concerned wholly

another matter.

When the archbilhop and bifhops declared their

judgment on the proceedings of the lower houfe

againft the work of Bi(hop Burnet, which was on

the 13th June -, they took a decided part with

theBiihop of Bangor in the altercation between him

and the prolocutor, by a declaration that he had

made a true and jull report of the prolocutor's

anfwer at the door of the houfe, which correfponded

m effe£i: with the anfwer which he made in the

houfe to the archbifhop ; that the paper which he

read, relative folely to the Bifhop of Sarum, had no

reference to the irregularity complained of ; and that

the prolocutor's anfwer was fuch as by no means

ought to have been given by him to the archbifhop, or

any member of the houfe. On the fame day they

paffed a vote of approbation on Dr. Verney and other

diffentients from the majority in the lower houfe,

for having a61ed, in their opinion, to the dictates of

right and duty ; and as deferving the proteclion of
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the upper houfe in maintaining the juft rights of

convocation. The prolocutor and fome members of

the lower houfe incurred their ceufurc, for having

violated the methods of proceeding in convocation,

endangered the conftitution of the church,, and

been guilty of manifeft difobedience and contempt.*

All the bilhops, except the bifliops of London,

Rochefter and Exeter, concurred in thefe pro-

ceedings. Dr. Corapton, who filled the fee of

London, had for feveral years united himfelf to the

Tories ; and though with little authority or force,

had oppofcd the court in every thing. His hopes

of being advanced to the fee of Canterbury had

alfo been tWice difippointed. Dr. Spratt, who
prefided over the diocefe of Rochefter, had en-

tered deeply into the meafures of the former reigns;

and during this he adhered to his party with firm-

nefs, though the irregularities of his life did it no

honour. Sir Jonathon Trelawney, at that time the

bifliop of Exeter^ was the avovk^ed patron and de^

fender of the fynodical rights of the clergy. § Thefp

bifhops entered their dilTent to the refolutions of the

.upper houfe
;
yet, though they adhered to the lower

houfe, they conferred no great reputation on its

proceedings.!]

While the lower houfe declined, amidfl thefe al-

tercations, acceding to the propofal from the upper

* Burnet, voL v. p. 40, 41* 4». Calamy, vol. i. p. 607—

f

Archbifhop Tennifon's Life, p. 77—91.

$ Atterbury*s Sermons, dedication, p. ct^o

\^ Burnet, vol. v. p. 4»» vol. i.
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houfe, that the points in difpute between thenn

fhould be referred to a committee, formed of a felecl

and equal number from each, they did not treat the

propofal with entire negle£l ; but on June ^th, deli-

vered in a paper, in which they gave their reafon for

not meeting the committee of the bifhops. They

intimated that they were a difl:in£l houfe, and

claimed a liberty to admit or decline at their own

difcretion the appointment of committees ^ and that

they could fee no ground for fuch a committee.

They pleaded, that the bifliops had no regular v/ay

of becoming acquainted with the tranfaiftions of

their houfe, but as they were laid before them ;

and that if the infpe£lion of their journal was de-

manded as a right, they might reafonably infill on

their liberty : That before the upper houfe required

the infpe£lion of their prefent proceedings, they

had reafon to expe6l from their lordihips to be put

in poffeflion of the journals of the lower houfe

for the years 1586, 1640, 1661, &c. which of

right belonged to them. They complained that

they were difcouraged by the declaration, that what

they had done Vi^as of dangerous confequence ; and

that their lordfhips' fentence, cutting off all inter-

courfe between the two houfe$ was not only over

fevere, beyond the occafion, but that for the

prefent it dedroyed the whole defign and very

being of a convocation.

This paper was referred to the examination of

a committee of bifhops, who drew up a full and

explicit anfwer to it. In this anfwer they remon-
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ftrated, that it would have been becoming in the

lower houfe to have acknowledged the patience

and tendernefs of the upper houfe. They flared,

that on fearching for precedents, they found that

they had a right to appoint committees ; and that it

had been the uniform pra<Slice of the lower houfe to

comply with fuch appointments. They complained,

that the lower houfe, by (heir refufal, had difobeyed

the authority of the prefident and bifhops, and de-

flroyed the intercourfe between the two houfes;

and for this conduct they might have been proceeded

againffc by canonical admonitions and cenfares,

which had hitherto been forborne ; but that till

they returned to their duty, bufmefs could not pro-

ceed. The lower houfe, it was urged, in the reafons

which they had offered for their juitification, had

evidently m.iftaken both right and hS:. They had

aiTumed to themfelves to be an independent body

;

when the whole convocation was but one body, of

which the archbifhop was the head ; and both

houfes had always been continued or prorogued by

one inftrument or a^l. Their aim in the motion

to have the books infpe£led, it was pleaded, was to

prevent miflakes, and to take away all occafion of

difputes and controverfies between the two houfes.

The complaint of wanting former journals, as if the

lower houfe had a right to keep them, if they knew
where, was cenfured as very unreafonable and unjufl;

for it was pleaded, that the regifters and a£ts

of both houfes belonged to the archbifhop ; and that

^,he ancient regifters were depofited in the library
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at Lambeth, where any perfons might have free

accefs to them. It was alfo faid, that if the lower

houfe had met the bifliops, they might have con-

vinced them, that adjourning therafelves and other

tranfaftions were at once illegal, and of dangerous

confequence. It was therefore recommended to

them to confider of their irregularities.*

In thefeffion of June 20, the prolocuror, accom-

panied by the greateft part of the lower houfe, ap-

peared after prayers, holding in his hand two diflinft

papers, and offering to deliver both. On which

the prefident addreffed him to this effe(ft : " That
*' he could receive no paper from him, but that

** which contained the particularities of the general

" charge againft the Bifhop of Sarum ; which, at the

*' requefl of the faid bifliop, he was then ready to

*' receive." To this the prolocutor replied, " That
*' he had two papers in his hand ready to prefent to

" his grace and the reft of the biihops then prefent,

if his grace would receive them ; but without the

direction of the lower houfe, he could not prefent

one feparately from the other ; and that therefore

" he would return and take the opinion of the

'* houfe." But he never came back with that opi-

nion. The convocation was prorogued by royal

writ, firft to Auguft the 7th, then to September the

18th; and foon the Parliament was diffolved, and

the convocation with it. " From the fire thus

" raifed in convocation, a great hear," fays Bifhop

Burnet, " was fpread throughout the whole clergy

* Calamy, vol i. p. 606, 607.
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^'^ of the kingdom ; it alienated then^ from their

*' bifhops, and raifed factions among tliem every

*• where."*

A new convocation of ihe province of Canterbury-

was fummoned to meet at the fame time with the

Parliament, on 30th December 1701 ; Dr. Sher«

lock, dean of St. Paul's, opened ix, in that church,

with folemn prayers, and a fermon in Latin, Dr.

Woodward, dean of Sarum, a civilian, grown popu-

lar by oppofing his diocefan, to whom he owed his

preferment, was ele^led prolocutor, in preference

to the learned Dr. Beveridge, the archdeacon of

Colchefter, by a majority, and confirmed by

the archbifhop.

Unanimity prevailed at firfl between the bifhops

and the clergy; and both houfes readily concurred

in the lirft fynodical a£l, which was addrefUng the

king. The addrefs expreifed, with one feelingj

their deep refentment of the indignity offered to his

Majefty by the French King, in declaring the pre-

tended Prince of Wales to be the king of his Ma-

jeffy's realms and dominions ; againft whom, whilft

they renewed their proteflations of firm and unfhaken

allegiance, they afTured him of their befl endeavours

to maintain, in their refpeflive places and ftations,

his rightful title to the crown, and the fuccefTion to

it in the proteflant line.

But thefe aufpicious omens of union did not lafl.

The fadlion raifed in the lower houfe had flill the

majority ; and fix days after the addrefs had been

• Burnet, vol. v. p. 42.
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prefented to the king at Kenfington, a queftion arofe

concerning the right of adjournment, whether it was

vcfled in the archbifhop alone, or whether the

lower houfe had the power to adjourn itfelf. This

queftion revived and widened the differences between

the two houfes. A difference of opinion on this

point had in every feifion led to difputes, but

they had been managed with peace and order ; and

the houfe, whatever notions of independency had

been advanced by a few individual members, had

hitherto fo adapted the entries in their journal, that

all unanimoufly met upon the fynodical days aai

hours appointed by the archbifhop in his fchedules

of prorogation. But on January the 28th, 1702, a

member of the lower houfe unhappily moved to

change the form of entry in their minutes, and to

life the phrafe dojnims prolocutor continuavit et

prorcgavit quoad banc do?nwn. The motion was

carried ; and by this form the prolocutor, inflead

of intimating that the houfe was continued ar

prorogued, adjourned or continued its meetings in

his own name.

' In the next felTions, on February the 3d, feveral

members objected to this entry : but, by the votes of

. a majority, it was refolved, " tk t there ihould

*' be no alteration, and that the matter fhould not

" then be further debated." The houfe was about

to proceed to other bufmefs, when the fchedule of

prorogation came down from the upper houfe.

Upon which a member moved, " that the melfage

^.' which he obferved had been delivered to the pra«
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^* locutor, fliould be communicated to the houfe,

'' wliich he thought ibey had a right to inlifl on."

This was oppofed by the majority ; and they pro-

ceeded to appoint a comraitree of grievances. After

this the prolocutor adjourned, as by the authority

of the houfe. Againil this adjournment the dif-

fentient members made a verbal protell, declaring,

^^ that the Houfe had no pretence of right to ad-

*' journ itfelf, when the fchedure from the arch-

*' bifhop interpofes to prorogue the whole convo-

'^ cation ; and that therefore they protefled againft

** the irregular way of adjourning adopted at that

*^ time.^' This verbal proteflation was put into

writing before the next meeting on the 9th of

February, when Dr. Freeman, dean of Peterborough,

moved, " that the proteftation fliould be admitted

*' and entered into the journal of the houfe, as a
'' Handing evidence of their aiTerting the jufl: rights

*' and authority of their metropolitan as their

" prefident." This was oppofed by a majority 5

and matters would have been carried to a great

height, had not a queflion propofed by Dr. Beve-

ridge prepared the way for fome conciliatory con-

ceflions on a future day.

The queftion put by Dr. Beveridge was, *' Whe-
ther, upon fuppofition that the houfe may fit

upon fynodical bulinefs aft .r the coming down of

the fchedule, till they think their bufmefs over,

" the houfe would agree that the fchedule ihould

*' be then executed, and the houfe prorogued

** to the day and hour therein f^ecitied by virtue
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" of the faid fchedude, and in obedience to the

" authority whereby the whole convocation was

" prorogued." To evade a reply to this quef-

" tion, it was, after fome debates, agreed to

appoint a committee to confider of an expedient

to compofe thedifputes about the prorogation of the

jower houfe. Eight members were chofen on each

fide for this purpofe. On that of the lower houfe^

Dr. Hooper, Dr. Jane, Dr. Aldrich, Dr. Einckes,

Mr. Needham, and Dr. Wynne: on that of the

upper houfe, Dr. Beveridge, Dr. Hayley, Dr,

Willis, Dr. Kennet, Dr. Prideaux, and Mr,

Lloyd. This committee met on February loth:

and it was agreed for the fake of accommodation,

lirft, *' that no forms of prorogation ihould be

" ufed hereafter by the prolocutor, that were not

" ufed before the lail convocation : fecondly, th^t

" the forms ufed by the prolocutor in the eonvoca-

" tion of 1586 and 1588, fliould be hereafter ufed

" by the prolocutor, in the order in which they lie

" in the books, beginning with the firft, till they

" they are all gone through : and thirdly, that thefe

" forms fhould be pronounced by the prolocutor^

*' when the houfe agreed that their bulinefs

*' was over.'*

After this, fome boafled of the advantage gained

on the fide of the convocation, and declared that the

caufe of the archbifhop had been given up by his

friends ; and they excluded the fchedule from any

concern in the adjournment. To obviate this con-

ftru£lion, others prepared a paper in time for the
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next fcflions ; to declare " that they underflood

" the latter part of the agreement aforefaid, v;kh an

" exception of any cafe when the prefident (hould

" fee caufe to fend an order with the fchedule,

lignifying the exprefs time of intimating the pro-

rogation upon that day. Otherwife, if it wee

pretended to mean that the authority of the

" archbifliop, or any order fent from the upper
" houfe, was thereby excluded or diminifhed ; they

" then folemnly protefted againfl any fuch meaning
*' or intended meaning.** The right members alfo

drew up a declaration of the fenfe in which they

underflood the articles of agreement ; and among

other things, they alleged their refufal to confent to

an alteration that was offered on the third article,

viz. " that the form fhould not be pronounced by
** the prolocutor, till the houfe agreed that the

" bufinefs was over.'' The principle on which they

grounded their refufal v/as this : " That though

" they might generally prefumc upon the arch-

*' bifhop's confent for their ficiing to difpatch all

*' proper bufinefs, yet they could not agree to any

'' proportion that would preclude his right to pro-

** rogue them immediately, if he found it expedient.'*

They added that they ufed the words *' pronounced

*• by the prolocutor," to prevent any queflion about

** adjourning themfelves" being put to the houfe.

The next feifion would have been held on the

1 2th of February, but a particular occurrence in-

duced the archbifliop to prorogue it to the 14th.

The prolot^utor being indlfpofed appointed Dr.
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AK^rich, dean of Chrifl-church, to a£l in his place.

The members who difavowed the proceedings of the

majority, exprefled a difpofition to accept the depu-

tation, if application were duly made to the pre-

fident to approve and confirm it. To this the

majority appeared to agree ; and one of the leading

members, Dr. Atterbury, faid, " that there was no

'' defign to make a common referendary between

** the two houfes, without confuiting his grace.'^

Yet it was refoh^ed that no fuch application fhould

be made. The archbiihop, therefore, fent for the

clergy to the Jerufalem chamber, and prorogued the

convocation to the 14th ; telling them, " that an

'^ incident of great moment had happened, on which

*' he and his brethren muil take time to confider."

He then ordered P/ir. Tillot to read the fchedule.

On the i3ih Dr« Woodward died; and when the

houfes met the next day, the archbifliop, expreiTing

his furprife at the nev/s, adjourned them to the

10th: on that day, as no bufinefs was depending,

his grace prorogued the convocation to the 5th

of March,

The prolocutor, Dr. Woodward, previoufly to hk
illnefs, had, in order to recommend himfelf to a great

party, lodged a complaint of a breach of privilege

in the conduct of his diocefan Dr. Burnet, his bed

friend. The cafe was this : the clergy had paid their

attendance on the bilhop through his vifitation^

which he conftantly held in perfon, in a regular and

reipeclful manner : but the dean of Sarum had, not

' only Vv^ithout offering any excufe, declined appearing
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as re£l:or of Pewfey, but aggravated his abfence with

figns of contempt. The biftiop ordered a citation

in the ufual method, before any privilege of convo-

cation could be pleaded, or could exid. When ihe

time of privilege afterwards commenced, he direfled

his chancellor to put a stet upon the cafe ; and no

further proceedings in it took place. This light

matter was made the ground of a complaint and

remonflrance to the upper houfe on the 91h of

February. It was reprefented not only as an un-

lawful moleftation of a member of the lower houfe,

but as an injury offered to the whole body of the

convocation, in the perfon of the referendary be-

tween the two houfes. The archbifhop and bifhops

anfwered, that the proceedings referred to com-

menced when there was no privilege ; that upon

opening of the convocation, a ^^/^/ had been put upon

the cafe ; and that no citation of procefs had been

fmce decreed. The beginning and profecution of

this complaint were marked, indeed, with io much
partiality and prejudice, that many perfons of candour

and equity hoped that the author, if he lived,

would have repented of it.

In reference 10 this matter and other points of

litigation which had been agitated between the two

houfes, the archbiihop clofed the fellion with a con-

ciliatory fpeech. His grace reminded the lower

houfe, that the complaint againfl: the Bifliop of

Salifbury for a breach of privilege had been readily

admitted by the bifhops, and by no one with more

readinefs than hy the bifhop himfelf: that the
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anfwer promifed for the next day,1 though prepared

to be given and lodged in the records of the biftiop's

court at Salifbury, was not communicated, on ac-

count of the prolocutor's illnefs. Appealing to that

anfwer, his grace exprelTed his hope that the clergy

would not fuifer themfelves for the future to be

furprifcd into complaints, till they were fully aflured

that thofe complaints were well founded both in

fa6l and right. He flared the delicacy and difEcul-

lies of immediately proceeding to the ele£lion of a

new prolocutor, in the abfence of many of the

clergy, at a great diilance from London, on the

duties of their refpeftive cures at the folemn time of

Lent, when no fynodical bufinefs was yet before

the convocation by ro3^al authority ; and when a

war, which would divert the thoughts of men from

bufinefs of this nature, was breaking out. He
exprelTed his concern at the heats which had arifen^

as " giving great fcandal and offence even to thofe

*' who underftood not the nature of the controverfy,

*' but were much concerned that there fhould be
*' any difference among men who^ by profeffion,

*' were the miniflers of the gofpel of peace.'' He
concluded with an affedtionate exhortation ; be-

*' feeching his brethren to look forward to the

•' things that make for peace, and whereby*' he faid,

" we may edify one another, and the eflabliflied

*' church, of which, by the fingular goodnefs of

"^ God, we arc members ; fo that thofe differences

*' v/hich have continued too long already, may be

*' fpeedily and happily compofcd. To which end I
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** I heartily commend myfelf and you to the God of

'^ peace and unity, through Jefus Chrid our Lord.'*

The reafons offered by the archblQiop for pod-

poning the choice of a prolocutor, and the lenient

fpirit of his fpeech, fatisfied a great part of the

clergy; and they were pleafed with the opportunity

of returning to their churches and families; and

determined to wait till fome emergent occafion would

require that a prolocutor fliould be elected, or that

the convocation iliould fit. But others difcovered

great difcontent, and would meet two days after in

Henry Vllth's chapel, to form themfelves into an

affembly, and to choofe a moderator or chairman.

When the day to which the archbifhop had prorogued

both houfes arrived, they proceeded as a houfe,

without a prolocutor, to the chamber adjoining to

the Jerufiilem chamber ; and meeting with the Bifliop

of Lincoln, who, as his grace's commiffary, had

again prorogued the convocation to a future day,

they requefted him to inform the archbifhop that

it was their defire to proceed to the choice of a

prolocutor. The bidiop, with great kindnefs

of deportment, declined carrying a verbal mef-

fage to his grace, left he fliould fall into a mif-

rake in the delivery of it ; but offered, if they

pleafed to dictate to him, to take their fenfe in

writing, and lay it before him. On this they re-

plied, " That it was the unanimous defire of the

'' lower houfe ofconvocation,"—Here they were in-

terrupted by a member of a different opinion, the

chaplain of the archbifliop, who had that morning

M
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waited upon his lordfhip ; he modeftly interpofed with

his dijlTcnt, and exprcfled his *' hope that no fuch

*' melTage would be delivered in the name of the

" labole lower houfe ; for as without a prolocutor

" they were not a houfe, and did not a6l in that ca-

" pacity, h many of the members, and he himfelf

" for one, had not alfented to any fuch meflage

;

*' he prefumed, therefore, that it would be more

«' proper to let the meflage run in the name of

" several members of the lower houfe." The

bifhop, in writing down their meflage, exprefled it in

this limited manner. This raifed a new clamour.

They who aflbmed the name of a houfe, particularly.

Dr. Finch, warden of All-Souls college in Oxford,

cafl fevere refle6lions on the member who propofed

the alteration of their motion ; and accufed him as

a betrayer of their rights and liberties, though no

one had with greater afliduity and care afcertained,

or with greater firmnefs aflferted, all the rights and

powers that were agreeable to the practice of

former convocations, and confonant to the eftabliflied

conftitution of the Englifli church and Hate. A few

days after, on the 8th of March 1702, King William

died. By this event the convocation was virtually

diflblved: for the authority of the archbifliop's man-

date, by which the convocation was aflembled,

depended on the king's writ, the force of which

terminated at his death ; and the Aft of Parliament

which empowered the Parliament to fit after this event,

made no provifion for the continuance of the con-

vocation : but when, on thefe grounds, the death
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of the king, it might have been expelled, would

have put an end to the litigations of the lower houfe,

a new clamour wasexcited, and a new queftion Was

ftarted. That part of the lower houfe which had

fet up unprecedented claims, were taught to call

themfelves a parliamentary body, or to confider

themfelves at lead as an appendage to the Parlia-

ment, by virtue of the premunientes claufe to

meet in parliament. This point was moved by the

Earl of Rochefter in the Houfe of Lords ; but the

judges were all decided in an opinion that the con-

vocation was diffolved by the king's death, as it was

called by a different writ, and had a different con-

ftitution from thofe of the parliament. Difap-

pointed on this plea, they who were eager to carry

their point, and to perpetuate the fitting of the

convocation, had recourfe to another meafure.

They folicited their friends in the Houfe of Lords

to introduce into feme Parliamentary A61 a claufe

to revive the dead convocation, and to declare it

ftill in being. " This claufe of giving resurre6lion^*

fays Archbifliop Tennifon, " was thought fo ex-

" traordinary, that the majority of the peers could

" not be reconciled to it, and the Attorney-General

" declared that it was againfl: the queen's ecclefiaflical

*' fupremacy ; on which they were obliged to relin-

" quifh rheir obje<ft, and toacquiefce in thediffolution

*' of the convocation."* " Amidft contentions," fays

a mocern hlilorian, " at once fierce and frivolous,

'' the proceedings and debates of this convocation,

* Calamy, vol. i. p. 613—619. Tennifon's Life, p. 92—loi.

Burnet, book v. p- 89, 90.

M 2
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" like all other clerical fynods, were chara<rterifed

« by inexpreflible malignity and folly ; but being

" happily divefted of every civil pov^^er, they knit

*' their darkened brows and gnafhed their teeth

" in vain.*'*

The difpute concerning the *' rights, powers, and

"privileges of convocations," which was carried

on, at that period, with great violence and mutual

animofities, though it feems now to be almoft for-

gotten, did then greatly attra6l the notice of the

public ; warmly engaged the attention and raifed the

paffions of the natipn; produced zealous partizans on

each fide of the queflions which were agitated in the

refpedtive houfes; and employed in acrimonious

attacks on one another thofe pens, which would,

with more credit^ to the writers, and with greater

benefit to religion, have been ufed againfl: the

enemies of revelation and proteftantifm. The

ecclefiaflical corps of the nation were in the flatc

of a houfe or a kingdom divided againfl itfeif.

The clergy viewed the claims of the bifhops with a

fpirit of oppofiiion, jealoufy, and difdain. The
prelates complained that " the hot and eager difpuies

*' of the lower houfe of convocation had rifen to

" higher degrees of difrefpe£l and invafion of the

*^ metropolitan and epifcopal rights than were ever

" attempted before; and that they had thereby

*' given a greater blow to the church, than it had

" ever received fince the prelbyterian aifembly in

** the late times of confufion.^f The difpute wa?,

* Belfham's Iliftory, vol. ii. p. 98. t Id.
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however, at that time a matter of great importance,

and well deferving a diligent examination. " Even
*' controverfies/' as a candid writer remarks,

'^^ which afterwards are to be regarded as infigniii-

" cant, have their utility. They ferve to explode

" errors and claims which are hurtful to the interefts

"of truth and liberty. And if, which is no impof-

" fible cafe, fimilar errors and claims fhouid, in

^* the revolution of things, again be obtruded upon

" the world, we know where to apply for th^

^^ materials and arguments by which they may be

" refuted.'** One important reflection offers itfelf

from the review of thefe altercations; it is this,

—

that they could not have arifen, had not the pro-

feflion of Chridianity been incorporated with the

fl:ate ; had not the followers, efpecially the minifters,

of ChriO:, violated that exprefs authoritative decifiou

againfl all ufurpation of power over one another,

which he laid down; w^hen noticing the exercife of

dominion, and the fubordinations of power pra6^ifed

in the world, he declared, " But it fhall not be fo

" among you ; "but whofoever will be great among
*' you, let him be your rainider ; and whofoever

'' will be chief among you, let him be your fervant.*'

And when he delivered this principle of mutual

fervice and equality, " All ye are brethren."f
The difputes that originated in the two houfes

of convocation, opened a large field of controverfy.

Many books and pamphlets were publiflied on both

* Dr. Kippis's Biog. Britan. vol. i. p. 345.

t Matt. ch. XX. 35--37, 28.
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fides ; and difcuflion on the queftions to which it

gave rife, was kept alive for five years from the firil

publication in i697,previoufly to the debates which

we have dated, till the dilTolution of the convocation

in 1702 ; and in fome fubfequent years new publica-

tions, which owed their origin to new circumftanccs,

jfTued from the prefs. The principal writers in this

controverfy were Dr. Binckes,:j; Dr. Wake, Mr.

Atterbury, Dr. Kennet, Dr. Edw. Hodj, Dr. Edm.

Gibfon, and Dr. George Hooper.

The controverfy opened from the prefs in 1697,

in a quarto pamphlet, entitled *' a Letter to a Convo-
•* cation Man, concerning the rights, powers, and

«' privileges of Convocations;" which, though ano-

nymous, was afcribed to Dr. Binckes. In this tra£|

It was afferted that the convocation was as much a

part of the conflitution as a parliament itfelf. It

was reprefented as a fpiritual parliament,, and the

lower houfe was called " the commons fpiritual."

Dr. Wake, afterwards archbifliop of Canterbury,

in the fame year took up his pen, as refpondent to

the author of the " Letter;" and publiflicd his book?

entitled, " The Authority of Chriftian Princes over

" their Ecclefiaftical Synods." The aim of the

author was to prove that the right of calling the

clergy together refted folely in the prince; that

Without his permilTion they had no right, when

t Dr. Binckes was vicar of Leamington in Warwickftiire, and
dean of Lichfield : he died 19th June 1712. A fermon, which he
preached before thelloufe of Commons, 29th Jan. 1702, incurred

cenfure, according to the courfe of the ecclefiaftical courts.—See
Atterbury's Epiftolary Cprrefpondence, voJ. iii. p. 71, 7Z.
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aiTembled, to debate or determine any point of doc-

trine or difcipline; that he might annul, alter, or

fufpend the execution of any of their decrees; and

that this confent was neceiTary io the dilToIution of
any fynod. This pubHcation called forth, in 1700,
the celebrated treatife of Mr. Atrerbury, afterwards

bifhop of Rochefler, on " The Rights, Powers, and
" Privileges of an EngliiQi Convocation, itated and
*' vindicated j in anfwer to a late book of Dr. Wakens,
" entitled, ^the Authority of Chriflian Princes, &c.*
" and feveral other pieces," 8vo. This book ap,

peared at firfl without the author's name ; but liis

name was prefixed to the fecond edition, accompanied

with many additions. " In this performance, where-

*' ever the truth of the queifion may befuppofed to

" lie, he difplayed fo much learning and ingenuity,

" as well as zeal for the intereds of his order, that

*' the lower houfe of convocation returned him
" their thanks; and the Univerficy of Oxford com-
" plimented him with the degree of doflor in divi-

" nity."* Dr. Wake, his adverfary, allowed that

he had " done all that a man of forward parts and
" a hearty zeal could do to defend the caufe which
" he had efpoufed. He has chofen,'' continues Dr.

Wake, " the mod plaufible topics of argumentation,
*^ and has given them all the advantage that either

«' a fprightly wit or a good alTurance could afford

" them. But he wanted one thing : he had not
" trut/j on his fide.'' His other antagonifts likewife

allowed him the full merit of his wit and ingenuity,

* Biograph.Britan. vol. i. p. 336.
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though they cjcnied the folidity of his arguments,

and condemned the fpirit m which he wrote. Biiliop

Burnet refolved the high encomiums beftowed on the

book and the honours which itfecured to its author,

intotheirtruecaufe; acaufe5independentoftheintrinric

excellence of the work, or the force of its reafoning.

" The clergy hoped," fays the bifliop, " to recover

" many loil privileges by the help of his perfor-

" mances j they fancied they had a right to be a

" part of the parliament, fo they looked on hiin as

" their champion, and on mod of the bifhops as the

" betrayers of the rights of the church. This was

" encouraged by the new miniftry; they were dif.

*' pleafed with the bifliops for adhering to c ) i

^' minlflry; and they hoped by the terror of a con-

" vocation to have forced the prelates to apply to

^« them for a flielter.^f

Dr. Kenner, afterwards biihop of Peterborough,

entered the lifts with Mr. Atterbury, in his " Eccle-

'' fiaftical Synods and Ecclefiaftical Convocations in

*' the Church of England hiftorically ftated, and

" juftly vindicated from the mifreprefcntations of Mr.
«« Atterbury:" (part i. 1701, 8vo.) " Who," fays

Burnet, " v/as by Dr. Kennet laid fo open, not

" only in many particulars, but in a thread of

" ignorance that ran through his whole book, that

" if he had not had a meafure of confidence peculiar

" to himfelf, he mud have been much humbled

" under it."! Dr. \¥ake alfo took up his pen a

feccnd time in defence of his own performance, and

t Burnet, book y. p. 36, f Id.
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in reply to^that of Mr. Atterbury, in a folio volume,

entitled, " The State of the Church and Clergy of

*^ England in their Councils, Synods, Convocations,

*' Conventions, and other public aiTemblies, hiftori-

" cally deduced from the converfion of the Saxons

"to the prefent rimes,'* ^7^3* The learned Dr.

Hody v^as not filent while the queftions concerning

the rights of the convocation were agitated, bur pub-

liflied, in 1701, *' A Hiftory of EngliQi Councils

** and Convocations, and of the Clergy's fining in

"Parliament, &c." 1701.

Mr. Atterbury, it appears, afFecled to difregard

thefe anfvvers to his work; and afcribed the time of

their appearance, and the drain by which they were

refpedively diftinguiflied, to art and management;

for he wrote thus to a friend on the occafion

:

*^ When you come to town, you will be entertained

" with anfwers of all forts to my book. Dr. Hody
*^ has one jud: upon the point of coming out, in two
^' thick oflavo volumes of about twenty fheets of
" paper, which he calls * An Hiftory of Convoca-
*' tions.' Another gentleman (Dr. Kennet) has,

'* by order, wrote and printed a good part of another:

** his is to be about two or three hundred pages,

*' and is to be a firfl: part only, two more being to

^^ follow ; and this gentleman is ordered to ufe me
'' rudely, and to put as much gall as he can into his

'' ink. Dr. Hody is to be in the meek way. The
*' dcfign of both is to open the convocation wich a

^' clamour againft the book, juft at the nick of its

'^ ineeiing; fo that I fliall not be able to anfwen
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*' After pjl Dr. Wake is to come, when the convo-

** cation is up, with a mighty folio. Under all this

'* threatening news, I thank God I am in heart."*

The work of Dr. Wake, to which Mr. Atterbury

refers, was publiihed in 1703, and was entitled,

*' The State of the Church and Clergy of England,

** in their Councils, Synods, Convocations, Conven-

" tions, and other public alTemblies, hiftorically

*' difplayed from the converfion of the Saxons to

"theprefent time; occafioned by a book entitled,

** The Rights, Powers, and Privileges, &c." Dr.

Gibfon, afterwards bilhop of London, then chaplain

to the archbiftiop, exerted himfelf to the utmoft in

defence of the contefted rights of the primate, and

publifhed no fewer than ten pamphlets, in vindication

of his claims of right to prorogue the lower as well

as upper houfe of convocation, in the fpace of three

years.* Dr. Hooper, the prolocutor, was not filent

on the fubje£V, but defended the other fide of the

queftion in a " Narrative of the Proceedings of the

*' Lower Houfe of Convocation, relating to proro-

** gations and adjournments, from Monday Feb. 10,

^^ 1700, to Wednefday June 25, 1701.'' Drawn up

by the order of the houfe: 4to. To this fucceeded

a number of publications by both parties, which it

would be tirefome to enumerate.! The prefs may

* Atterbury's Epiftolary Correfpondence, vol. iii. p. i8, 19.

* Britifli Biograhy, vol. viii. p. 207—8.

•f The reader is referred for a full review of feveral of the prin-

cipal publications, to which the controverfy about the rights and

privileges of convocations gave birth, to Dr. Calamy's Abridgment,

yol. i. p. 554, 560, 562, 564?: 567, 570, 583, 603, 609, 610, 6i8v
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be truly faid to have groaned under the various and

fucceflive publications which this controverfy

produced.

It deferves notice, that Biiliop Warburton, advert-

ing to this controverfy, and efpecially to Dr. Atter-

bury's book, expreffes himfelf as being very much

in the dark as to the expediency of thefe convoca-

tional meetings, and on the benefit to religion accru-

ing from them. " As to that part of the convocation's

office which is fuppofed to confift in watching

' over the faith and principles of the people, I

' fhould queftion," fays his lordfhip, '•' if it would

have any good efFc(ft. Bad books might be cen-

" fured
;
good ones might too. Burnet's * ExpofL

^•'^fition,' I find, was fulminated; and had the

" convocation been as bufy tv/enty years ago, as

" Dr. Atterbury would have it, I fiiould have been

*' in pain for the ' Divine Legation.'

" But fuppofe," he adds, '' were their cenfures

" ever fo juft and reafonable, would they do any

*' good? I doubt, in fuch a country as ours, they

" would but W'het the appetite of readers, and be

" the means of circulating them into more hands.

" In fnort I do not fee that much fervice could arife

"torelieion from the authoritative condemnation of

^' bocks, unlefs where great penalties were to follow,

*' which cannot be, except in the cafe of writers who
" flrike at the very foundations of governments;

And for a minute enumeration of the many books and pamphlets

which it occafioned, to the Biographia Britannica, ad ed. vol. i.

335, note i: and top. 345, 346, for a catalogue of them arranged

into four claffes from Bifhop Nicholfon's Hiftorical Library.
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*' And againfl books of this malignity, the (late will

" always exert itfelf to purpofe.

'^ The conclufion is, the convocation, by giving

*' up their old right of taxing themfelves, feem to

*' have given up their right of meeting and debating.

*^ At leafl:, it is no wonder the government fliould

*' incline to this fide; for let what will be faid of

** freedom of debate in popular councils, no govern-

" ment, I doubt, is heartily for it, but where it

'* cannot with any fafety or convenience be avoided."*

SECTION 11.

The Trinitarian Controversy,

SOON after the Revolution, the public mind was

agitated by various publications on the queflions

that owe their origin to the doflrine of the Trinity;

a doflrine ever involved in intricacies by abftrufe,

metaphyfical, and indefinite terms. In 1690, the

learned mathematician. Dr. John Wallis, Savilian

profefTor of geometry in Oxford, who profclTed to

have paid a (tudious attention to the fnbjeft for more

than forty years, offered to the public a pamphlet,

entitled, " The Do<^rine of the ever-bleifed Trinity

" explained." His explanation amounted to this,

that the blefTed Trinity was xhrcQjmewbats^ com-

monly called '^ perfons', but the true notion and

* Letters from a late eminent Prelate to one of his Friends, 8vQ-j

p. 310, u, i». 1809.
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'^ true name of that diftinclion/' he faid, '' are uii.

" known to us. The word perfons^ when applied

" to God, is but metaphorical ; not fignifying jafl the

*' fame as when applied to men/' This tra£l: engaged

the author for that and the following year in a

controverfy with the Unitarians; nor were the

Trinitarians more fatisfied than they were, with an

explanation which explained nothing. In 1691,

there ifTued from the prefs a new edition of feveral

traCls written by Mr. John Biddle, firft pabli&ed in

1648, and reprinted in 1653. Another publication

of the fame year was " A Brief Hiftory of the Uni*

*'tarians, called alfo Sociniaiis'^ in four letters to a

*^ friend. '^ Dr. Sherlock, who had the character

of being a polite, clear, and (trong writer, and who,

by his writings againll popery in the former reign,

had obtained great reputation, took up his pen, this

year, on the Trinitarian queflion, in " A Vindica-

**tionofthe doflrine of -the holy and ever-blefTed

*^ Trinity;" in which he expresfiy alTerted, that the

three perfons in the Trinity are three diftinfl infi-

nite minds or fpirits, and three individual fubflances;

two of thefe iffuing from the Father ; and that thefe

three are. one by a mutual confcioufnefs. This

tra£l was intended as an anfwer to the '^ Brief

'* Hiflory of the Unitarians.*' A defence of that

hiftory againft Dr. Sherlock's anfwer focn appeared.

Another reply to his tract was publiflied under the

the title of ^' Some Thoughts upon Dr. Sherlock's

*' Vindication of the do6lrine of the Holy Trinity,

*' in a letter. 4to." Obfervations on it were an-
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nexed to a tra£l in 4to. entitled " The A^s of

" Great Athanafius; with notes, by way of illuftra-

« tion on his Creed." In this tra£l the do6lor was

char^^ed with reviving paganifin by fuch an explica-

tion of the Trinity, as undeniably introduced trithe-

ifm, or the dodlrine of threegods; an errorcondemned

by the ancients in the perfon of Philoponus; in the

middle ages, in the perfon and writings of Abbot

Joachim; but more feverely, fmce the Reformation,

in the perfon of Valentinus Gentilis, who for this

very dodlrine was condemned at Geneva, and be-

headed at Berne. It was generally acknowledged

that Dr. Sherlock had exceeded all proper bounds

;

and his friends ufed their influence to engage him to

be filent in future. He had given the Unitarians

fuch an advantage, that politicians feared the

iflue of a war, the beginnings of which had been fo

inaufpicious. For fome time a flop was put to the

publication of any fermons or tracts written againfl:

that fe61:. The language held between the champions

of what is called the orthodox faith was, that being

mafters of all the pulpits, they could fufEciently

difpofe the people to receive and adhere to that

belief without the aid of printed anfwersand replies;

and that they need not trouble themfelves about the

Socinians.§

Several years before, the very learned Dr.

Cudworth, in his elaborate performance, entitled,

" The Intelle£lual SyRem," had expreffed the fame

§ Confideratlons on the Explications of the Do(5lrineof the Tii-

nity, written by a perfon of quality; in4to. 1693. p. iz.
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apprehenfions concerning the three divine perfons,

as Do<5l:or Sherlock advanced : they both appre-

hended the three perfons to be as didinfl and diffe-

rent, and as really three feveral intelligent beings

and fubftances, as three angels, or as Peter, jiimes,

and John are. Dr. Cudworth profelTed to follow,

in accounting for the doftrine of the Trinity, the

platonic philofophers ; with whom he faid the

orthodox fathers perfe£lly agreed. He contended,

that the unity or famenefs of fubftance of the three

divine perfons confided not in number^ but in kind

or nature : he reprefented the Son and Spirit, how-

ever, as In every way inferior to the Father. He
did not allow them to be omnipotent in any other

refpe(^ than e>cternally ; L :e. becaufe the Father

concurreth omnipotently to all their external a6lions,

whether of creation or providence. He defired to

diftinguifli his explication from all others of the

moderns by this mark ; that it allowed not the three

perfons to be, in any refpeft but duration, coequal.

For he faid, " three diftincfl intelligent natures Of

" effences, each pre-eternal, felf-exiftent, and equally

" omnipotent ad intra, are of neceflity three Gods

:

" but if only the firft perfon be indeed internally

" omnipotent, and the other two fubordinate in

" authority and power to him, you leave them but

*' one God, only in three divine perfons."* Though

* Conliderations on the explications of the Do6lrine of the

Trinity, 1693; p. 13, 14. The correfpondence of Dr. Cudworth's

fentiments with Plato, or their origin in the platonic philofophy,

has been examined in the Theological Repofitory, vol. iv. p. 77^

97. Prieftky's early opinions, vol. i. p. 349.
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Dr. Cudworth and Dr. Sherlock appear to have

been of the fame opinion concerning the three

divine perfons, each conceiving of them as three

feveral intelligences; it feems that the former learned

writer did not entertain 'the fame idea concerning

their unity, which the latter afterwards advanced :

for he called the union of will and aiFe6lion ouly a

moral union, not a phyfical or real unity ; as three

human perfons would be three diftinft men, notwith-

flanding the moral union in afFeftion and will, fo

alfo three divine perfons would be three diftind

Gods, notwithflanding fuch an union in will and

afFeflion.*

Not long after the Revolution, the civil power

interfered in theological debates, and converted

what ought to have been confidered only as fair

difcuflion in order to afcertain and difcover truth,

into an ofFence againfl the community, and regarded

it as the ground of a criminal charge. In 1693

was publiihed a Treatife, entitled, " A brief but clear

** Confutation of the Do6lrine of the Trinity.'* It

was induftrioufly difperfed, and copies of it Under

cover were diredled to feveral peers, and to fome

members of the Houfe of Commons. The attention

of the legiilature being called to it, their prejudices

were awakened, and their fears of the fpread of the

fentiments it defended were alarmed. The Houfc

of Lords voted it to be an infamous and fcandalous

libel; it was ordered to be burnt in Old Palace-

yard by the hands of the common hangman; an

* Conliderations, 6cc. p. 14*
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enquiry after the author, printer, and publiflier

was inftituted ; and the attorney-general was direded

to profecute them.f

But notwithftanding the profecutions to which,

as in this inftance, the publication of tra6^s in favour

of Unitarian fentiments was expofed, and the dif-

countenance given to fcrmons and trafis directed

againfl fuch opinions, after a temporary paufe the

Trinitarian controverfy was revived. In 1693, Dr.

South, re<^or of lilip in Oxfordlhire, a man of great

talents and learning, but of a violent and domineer-

ing temper, attacked Dr. Sherlock's book on the

Trinity in " Animadverfions on it, together with a

** more neceflary vindication of thatfacred and prime
*' article of the Chriftian faith from Dr. Sherlock's

" new notions and falfe explications of it: humbly
•* oiFered to his admirers, and to himfelf the chief of

" them." '' This pamphlet was written," fays Biftiop

Burnet, " not without wit and learning, but without

** any meafure of Chriftian charity ; and without

*' any regard either to the dignity of the fubjedt or

*' the decencies of his profefTion."* Dr. South

explained the do£lrine in the common method, that

the Deity was one effence and three fubfiftencies.

In 1 694, Dr. Sherlock publifhed a defence of him-

felf againft the " Animadverfions;" and charged

his opponent with Sabellianifm. Dr. South replied

in a treatife, entitled, " Tritheifm charged upon

t 15 Lords* Journal, 33a, 3d Jan. 1693. Hiftory of William III.

ol. ii. p. 381. Proceedings of the Houfe of Lords in the cafe of

Benjamin Flower, p. 37, 38.

'• Burnet, vol. ir. p. 311 <

N
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'' Dr. Sherlock's new notion of the Trinity,

«* and the charge made good in anfwcr to the

" defence." Others went into the difpute with
.

fome learning, but with more warmth; and great

men efpoufed the fide of each. Dr. Sherlock

was accufed of polytheifm, or holding the do£lrine of

three Gods; and with great juftice, if words have

any meaning. Dr. Soath came under the imputation

of explaining away the Trinity, and falling into

Sabcllianifra. The candid enquirer was unfettled

and perplexed. He hefitated between the fcheme of

the former, which preferved a Trinity, but in which

the Unity was loft ; and that of the latter, which

under the terms " modes, fubfiftencies, and proper.

*' ties, &c." kept up the *' divine Unity, but then loft

•' a Trinity, fuch as the fcriptures difcover, at leaft

" with refpe£l to the Father and the Son.'** The

Unitarians, availing themfelves of Dr. South's expli-

cation, declared a readinefs to affent to the liturgy

and articles, if that was the kind of Trinity which

the language of both was intended to circulate,

|

Sentiments fimilar to thofe of Dr. Sherlock, fo far

at leaft as related to the diftinftion of pcrfons, were

advanced by an eminent divine among ihe diflenters,

Mr. Howe; but he did not adopt Dr. Sherlock's

idea of mutual confcioufnefs as conftituting the unity

of the three divine perfons ; becaufe that hypothefis

left out, according to his expreftion, the nexusy or

the conne£lion by which they were united. His

* Emlyn's Works, toI. i. p. 15,

X Lindfey's Apology, p. 73. 4th ed*
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leading principles were, *' that the perfons in the

" Trinity are diftinft numerical natures, beings, and
*' fubftances ; that there is a variety of individual

" natures in the Deity ; that there are in the God-
*' head three diflinifl intelligent hypoflafes or perfons,

*' having each his own diflinft, fingular, intelligent

" nature ; and thefe three divine perfons, beings,

** effences, natures, fubflances, maintain a delicious

^^fociety. No enjoyments being pleafant without

** confociation therein : and we mud needs think this

" a mod bleffed ftate, or a more pcrfedl idea of blef-

*' fednefs, than can be conceived in an eternal foli-

" tude." This, it has been obferved," is Dr.

Sherlock's do£lrine; only with fome more grofs

ideas and additions to it.J Mr. Howe's traft was

t Unitarian Trads, in 4to. 1695, p. 39, 40, Yol. iii. This idea,

grofs as it may appear to fomc, was, in a fhort time after it was

broached in a metaphyfical difquifition, converted into a theme of

devotional declamation by Mr. after Dr. Watts; and atthediftance

of twenty years, when he himfelfmade an apology for having been

carried away by the warm efforts of imagination further than riper

years would probably indulge on fo fublime and abftrufe a fubjedl,

was delivered from the prefs in a fermon entitled, " The Scale of

<* BlcfTednefsj or bleffed Saints, bleffed Saviour, and bleffed Trinity;"

from Ps. Ixv. 4. Having dwelt upon the thought, that know-

ledge and mutual love make up the heaven of the three divine

perfons, the pious author, borne away by a heated imagination^

and loft in his fubjecl, concludes it in this rapturous ftrain: " The
*' nearnefs ofthe divine perfons to each other, and the unfpeakable

" rehfh of their unbounded pleafiires, are too vaft ideas for our

" bounded minds to entertain. 'Tis one infinite tranfport that runs

** through Father, Son, and Spirit, without beginning and without

«* end, with boundlefs variety, yet ever peife6l and ever prefent,

«* without change and v/ithout degree; and all this, becaufe they

" arc fo near with one another, and lo much one with God.''

Sermons on variousfubjedts, vol. i.No.xii. or p. 399, iimo. ed. 1721.

N 2
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entitled, " A calm and fober Inquiry concerning the

" poilibllity of a Trinity in the Godhead j in a letter

" to a perfon of worth.' ' To which were added fome

letters formerly written to Dr. Wallis, on the fame

fubje(^. 1 694. Notwithftanding the prominent fea-

ture ofagreement in the hypothefes of the two divines,

Mr. Howe fell under the cenfure of Dr. Sherlock,

as advancing fuch a notion of the unity of God as

neither the fcriptures nor the ancient church knew

any thing of, and as fcarcely needing a confutation.

Yet he offered animadverfions on it in his defence

againft Dr. South. It was alfo noticed in '' Some
*' Conliderations on the explications of the Dodlrine

" of the Trinity, in a letter to H. H." To both

Mr. Howe replied; to the former in a " Letter to a

*' Friend;" and to the latter, in " A View of thofc

*' Confiderations,'' in a letter to the friend whom
he had before addreffed. In this performance, with

a fairnefs and liberality that did him much credit,

he gave it " as his judgment, that much fervicc

*^ might be done to the common intereft of religion,

*' by a free mutual communication of even more
" more doubtful thoughts, if fuch difquifitions were
*' purfucd with more candour, and with lefs confi-

*' dence and prepoffeffion of mind, or addi^lednefs

" to the intereft of any party. If it were rather

" endeavoured to reafon one another into or out

" of this or that opinion, than either by fophiftical

" conclufions to cheat, or to hector by great

" words, one that is not of our mind. Or if the

" defign were lefs to expofe an adverfary, than to
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** clear the matter in controverfy. Befides, that

*' if fuch equanimity did more generally appear and
" govern in tranfaftions of this nature, it would
** produce a greater liberty in communicating our
*' thoughts about fome of the more vogued and

" fafhionable opinions, by exempting each other

*' from the fear of ill treatment in the mod fenfible

" kind. It being too manifefl that the fame confi-

*' dent infuking genius which makes a man think

" himfelf to be competent to be a ftandard to man-
" kind, would alfo make him impatient of diiTent,

*^ and tempt him to do worfe than reproach one
*' that differs from him, if it were in his power.

" And the club or faggot arguments muft be ex-

** peeled to take place, where what he thinks rational

*^ ones did not do the bufmefs." Mr. Howe by his

publications in this controverfy rofe in efteem and

refpefl with fome; others, who highly valued his

other publications, wifhed that he had left this ar-

gument untouched; a third fet could fcarcely refrain

from charging him, as well as Dr. Sherlock, with

herefy; a term, by which thofe whoufe it aflume to

themfelves orthodoxy and infallibility, and fix a

ftigma on fuch as differ from them.*

In the church. Dr. Sherlock's fentiments found

advocates as well as opponents. On the feaft of

St. Simon and Judc in 1695, Mr. Bingham, redor

of Headbourn-Worthy, near Winchefler, and a

fellow of Univerfity college in Oxford, afterwards

eminent for his laborious inveftigations and learned

• Calamy's Life of Howci p. 198—»09.
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publications on the antiquities ofthe chridian church,

and for his meritorious fervices in behalf of the efla»

'^?** blifhment to which he belonged, advanced, in a

fermon before the univerfiiy, the notions of Dr,

Sherlock ; and aflerted that " there were three infi-

" nice diftin^l minds and fubflances in the Trinity
|

" and alfo that the three perfons in the Trinity were
*' three difl:in£^ minds or fpirits, and three individual

*' fubflances." They who patronifed and embraced

the fentiments of Dr. South were offended with

thefeaifertions; and hadTujfficient influence to procure

a folemn decree in convocation, judging, declaring,

and determining " the aforefaid words to be falfe,

^' impious, and heretical ; difagreeing with and

contrary to the doctrine of the Catholic church,

and efpecially to the doftrine of the Church of

" England publicly received." The realids, inflead

of yielding to the decifion and fentence of the convo-»

cation, entered a virtual protefl againft it; and

anfwered, that " what the heads of Oxford had

^' condemned as heretical and impious, was the very

*' Catholic faith : that the decree was a cenfure of

*' the Nicene faith, and of the faith of the Church
** of England, as herefy ; and expofed both to the

" fcorn and triumph of the Socinians." Dr. Sher-

lock in particular faid, '' that he would undertake,

*^ any day in the year, to procure a meeting of twice

** as many wife and learned men to cenfure their

" decree."*

* Ben Mordccai's Letters, vol. i. p. 70. 8vo. ed.
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Under thefe circumflances, neither the authority

of the univerfity, nor the folemnity with which the

decree was ilTued, could feeure the end propofed by

itt It rather irritated the parties, than fettled their

differences. Dr. Tennifon, who then filled the fee of

Canterbury, prevailed with the king to inierpofe by

his authority, and to give the royal fanftion to certain

injunctions drawn up by himfelf, and addreffed to

the arch bifhops and bilhops, to be publifhed in their

diocefes, and enforced by their epifcopal authority,

to maintain the purity of the Chridian faith, and

preferve the peace of the church. The proclama-

tion directed.

That no preacher whatfoever in his fermon or

letflure (hould prefume to deliver any other doCirlne

concerning the bleffed Trinity, than wh:it was con-

tained in the Holy Scriptures, and is agreeable to

the three creeds and the thirty-nine articles of

religion.

That in the explication of this do(^rine they

fhould carefully avoid all new terms, and confine

themfelves to fuch ways of explication as have been

commonly ufed in the church.

The careful obfcrvance of the 53d canon, which

prohibits public oppofition between preachers, and

efpecially bitter inveflives and fcurrilous language

againft all perfons whatever, was particularly recom-

mended. Thefe rules were alfo enjoined on all who
wrote on the difputed queftions. Thefe direflions

were not limited to the clergy alone to govern their

condufl in the controverfy, but were alfo levelled at
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thofe who were not of the clerical body, but who,

it wasunderftood, had prefumed to talk and difpute

againfl the Chriftian faith concerning the do£lrine of

the Trinity, or had written or publifhed or difperfed

books and pamphlets againft it : And the clergy were

flri£tly charged and commanded, together with all

other means fuitable to their holy profelTion, to ufe

their authority according to law to reprefs and re-

ftrain fuch exorbitant praftices.*

No decree of a council, no bull of a pope, could

be more decidedly marked by claims to authority

over confcienc'e, and to infallibility of judgment in

the ena£i:ors of either, than were thefe royal injunc-

tions drawn up by an epifcopal pen. The royal

perfonage from whofe court they were given, and

the prelate whofe fpirit dictated them, though credit

ftiould be given to the purity of their motives, forgot

that they were proteftants. The only part of thefe

injun(ftions that could poffibly anfwer a valuable end,

and that properly fell within the province of the

civil magillrate, was the order to abdain from bitter

invectives and fcurrilous language. The other direc-

tions tended only to overbear the judgments of men,

to fupprefs conviction, and to reftrain inquiry.

The decree of the univerfity and the injunctions

of the king were not merely dead letters. The
partizans of orthodoxy in that day not only had

recourfe to cenfures, but adopted vigorous meafures.

In 1695 was publiftied a traCir, reprinted by the

London Unitarian Society in 1793, entitled " The

* Tennifon's Life, p. 49—53.
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*' defigned End to the Socinian Controverfy ; or a

*' rational and plain Difcourfe to prove that no other

*' perfon but the Father of Chrifl: is God Moft

"High:" by Mr. John Smith. ''The author

" difcovers,*' fays the editor of the modern edition,

*' a very confiderable acquaintance with the Chriftian

" fcriptures, and a mind influenced by the love of
'** truth." Thefe recommendations did not fcreen

him or his work from refentment and the vifita-

tion of power. The work was feized, and the

author was apprehended.* Dr. Trelawney, while

bifliop of Exeter, entered the lifts with peculiar

fpirit againft thofe who were deemed to be engaged

in a confpiracy againft the catholic faith, viz. Soci-

nians, latitudinarians, and deniers of the myfteriesj

and he proceeded to the extreme meafure of excom-

municaringDr. Bury, who had been alfo folemnly

condemned by the univerfities for notorious hercfy.f

By thefe means the Trinitarian controversy had

at laft a temporary fufpenfion ; but not till the

leading difputants in it, Dr. Sherlock and Dr. South,

had been ridiculed in a popular ballad, called

** The Battle Royal."§ The various modes adopted

* Preface to the laft edition.

t A Letter to a Convocation Man, 1697 ; afcribed to Dr.

Binckes. N. B. In a copy of this tra6l in Dr. Williams's Library,

Red-Crofs-ftreet, London, the names of Trelawney and Bury arc

inferted in the margin ; as one the ad:or, the other the fufFerer,

§ This ballad was tranflated into feveral languages, particularly

the Latin, by a curious hand, at the Univerfity of Cambridge ;

and prefents were made to the author by the nobility and gentry.

The ludicrous ftraia of it, which was very indecorous, confidering
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for fuppreiTing the works of the Unitarians occa-

fioned one§ who had written with acrimony againfl:

the friends of the Revolution, to remark " that cer-

the eminent and learned perfons whom it reprimands, and the

gravity of the queftions debated by the difputants, is a proof that

the difpute was regarded as the contention oftheologues rather than

as the fober inveftigation of facred and important truth ; and did

not procure from all perfons refped to the divines concerned in it.

As it is a document that (hews the fpirit of the times, and the im-

preffion made by the controverfy on the public mind, it may be

acceptable to the reader.

" THE BATTLE ROYAL,"

To the tune oi " A Soldier and a Sailor.^*

A dean* and a prebendaryf

Had once a vagary

;

And were at doubtful ftrife, fir.

Who led the better life, fir.

And was the better man.

The dean, he faid, that truly

Since Bluff was fo unruly.

He'd prove it to his face, fir.

That he had the moft grace, fir.

And fo the fight began, &c.

When Preb replied, like thunder,

Androar'd out, it was no wonder.

Since Gods the dean had three, fir.

And more by two than he, fir :

For he had got but one, &c.

Now, while thefe two were raging.

And in difpute engaging,

The Mafter of the Charter^,
Said both had caught a tartar.

Tor gods, fir, there were none, &c.

That all the books of Mofes

Were nothing but fuppofes ;

That he defervcd rebuke, fir,

Who wrote the Pentateuch, fir ;

*Twas nothing but a fham, &c.

That as for Father Adam,
Wiijj Mrs. Eve, his madam,
And what the ferpent fpake, fir,

*Twas nothing but a joke, fir.

And well-invented flam, &c.

That in the Battle Roval,
As none could take denial.

The dame for which they ftrove, firj

Could neither of them love, fir,

Since all had given offence, &c.

She therefore, flyly waiting,

Left all THREE FOOLS a prating;

And being in a fright, fir,

RELIGION took her flight, fir

And ne'er was heard of fince.|

* Dr. Sherlock. + Dr. South.

1 Dr. Thomas Burnet, mafter of the Charter-Houfe, who about this time
publifhed his Archseologia ; in which he was charged by fomc with having im-
pugned and weakened the divine truths ot the Old Teftament.

t South's Pofthumous VVorks, Memoirs, p. 128,—130,

§ Dr. Hickej.
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^' talnly there mud be fomething formidabe Iq

*• their books and feme reafonings in them, which
^* could not be well anfwered, that fo much dili-

^' gence was ufed to fupprefs thera."D

SECTION IIL

The Controversy about Justification.

THE diffenters had scarcely begun to enjoy

peace, prote£lion, and liberty, under the aufpicious

influence of the Revolution, than they difagreed

among themfelves. Dlvifion and diflention, always

to be lamented, were in feveral view?, at that time,

particularly difgraceful and unfeafonable. They
furnifhed thofe who had predidted their difunion,

if they were left to themfelves, an opportunity of

i^fuliihg and reproaching them. While the flames

were breaking out in the Eilabliftied Church, occa-

fioned both by religious and practical animofities,

if the diffenters had been wife and temperate enough

to preferve harmony and union among themfelves,

they would have fecured honour to their principles,

preferved the confiftency of their chara6ler as pro-

teftants, and acquired refpeftability and weight in

the (late. It had been prefumed, that a foundation

ji
Preface to the late edition of Smith's Divine End, &c. p. vi.
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for a permanent union had been laid, and that a

cement of their mutual intereds had been formed,

by the heads of agreement, to which the body of

the miniders, both prefbyterian and congregational,

in London and its vicinity, and in feveral parts of the

country, had aflented in 169 1.* But flrange as it

may appear, the rife of their differences may be

dated, it is faid, from that agreement. Some few

of the congregational denomination never either

approved of thofe heads of agreement, or concurred

in the union. They were not fatisfied, moreover,

with refufmg their confent to the union, and pre-

ferving their own independency ; but were afTiduous

in ufing their influence with their brethren, who
entertained the fame fentiments with themfelves on

certain do<^rinal points, and had joined the union, to

detach them from it ; and they gave them no refl till

this end was affefted. The influence of the united

miniders in London, on account of fome differences

and animofities to which the opinions broached by

Mr. Davis, of Rothwell in Northamptonfliire, had

given rife, contributed on their fide to heighten

the diffatisfaflion of the others, to widen the

breach, and to precipitate a rupture. " They
" a£led,'* fays Dr. Calaray, '^ as if they had been
'' under the fecret influence of fome who were fearful

" while the Edablifhed Church was divided, left

" their own intered fhould gain a firm and perma-
'' nent union. '* It had been obferved in Germany,

that '^ the book of concord,'* as a plan of union

• See before, p. 99.
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was called, was the occafion of great difcord ; fo

the attempted union among the diffenters was the

occafion of new quarrels and divifions."*

Mr. Davis, of Rothwell, incurred the cenfure of his

brethren in the neighbourhood for erroneous prin-

ciples and irregular praftices. The errors charged

on him were these :
'' That the law of innocency

" was not able to fave men at first : That justification

" upon believing is only a manifeftation to the con-

" fcience of an antecedent juftification ; and fo it

" is not the ftate of the foul, but its fenfe of its

" date, that is altered upon conversion : That jus-

*' tifying faith is a perfuafion that our fms are

*' pardoned ; and when it is fdid we believe for

" pardon, it is meant for the knowledge of pardon :

" That this faith is not a confenting a<ft of the will

:

^* That the law prepares not for converfion, and its

" convi£lions tend to drive men farther from Chrift:

^* That the law of the gofpel is the great law of

*^ electing grace, viz. I will have mercy on whom I

" will have mercy : That there be no preparatory

" humblings in order to faith : That we fliould begin

" our religion with high confidence of our intereft

" in Chriil, and muft maintain it againft all chal-

" lenges or doubts from our fins or defeats : That

" they are like BaaPs priefts, who put men on

" trying themfclves by fuch marks, as fincerity,

" univerfal obedience, love to God and Christ

^* and the brethren : That all believers at all times

" fland before God without fin
;
yea, when they arc

Calamy, p. 512, {37. Howe's Life, p. 181, x8a.
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" finning againfl God, they are without fpot before

*' God ; and when they have finned and prayed

*' for pardon, it is for the difcovery thereof to their

** confcience, and not for what is properly forgive-

" nefs : That Chrlfl fulfilled the covenant of grace

** for us, and he believed for us, as our re-

" prefentative."

On the fubjec^ of irregular praflices, Mr. Davis

was accufed of fending forth preachers unfit for the

miniflry, and not approved by neighbouring mi-

nifters ; of unchurching fuch churches as did not

agree with his exorbitant methods and licentious

principles ; of wickedly railing at most of the or-

thodox laborious miniiters, endeavouring to the

utmofl: to prejudice the people againd their perfons

and labours, as idolatrous, illegal, and antichriftian;

yea, of aifirming that all the churches had gone a

whoring from Chrill:, and that he was happy who

was the inllrument of breaking all the churches.

He was panicularly preiTed, in one point, with a

charge of holding an horrid opinion, and obferving

an unchriftian practice : it was, that though he did

not fcruple to baptize the children of his own

people, yet he rebaptized fuch adult members as

were baptized in their infancy by any minifiers of

the Church oi England, Againft this charge

he defended himfclf on ihcfe grounds ;
" that if

" any, the feed of drangers, and having no other

'^ baptifni than that of the public, defired to fubmit

" to the ordinance, he dared not to refufe it : for he
'' looked on that adminiiiered in public as null and
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'* void, on two accounts : firft, that they and their un-

*' believing parents being in no fenfe or wife under

" the covenant, baptifm could not be a feal ; and,

*' if not a feal, he apprehended it to be nothing,

** and therefore null and void. And fecondly, thai.

" the adminiftrators were none of Chrifl's fending,

" and that therefore what they did in matters of

" religion was nothing, as an idol is nothing."

Mr. Davis argued, " by parity of reafon, ordinances

" falfcly admin iltered are nothing ; and, though

" baptifm was performed by them in the name of

" the Father, Son, and Spirit
;

yet (till they pro-

*' phefied lies in the name of the Lord, for He
*' never fent them." The ftrain and fpirit of this

aiTertion may be confidered as a fpecimen and a

proof of the charge alleged againll: Mr. Davis.

This flatement of his principles and conduiH:,

formed part of a declaration publiftied by the

" United Brethren,*' at the inftigation of the mi-

niOiers in the country, to countera<St the fpread of

his fentiments, and in tefti'mony of their own fidelity

and zeal for the truth of Chrift. In this declaration

they expreiTed their thoughts concerning his do6lrines

and practices, and entered their protefl againftthem, as

repugnant to the gofpel^ to the do<flrine of the Church

of England, and to other confeflions, to which they

had given their alTent. They alfo ftigmatized his

principles, as furnifhing " ftrong temptations to

** carnal fecurity and iibertinifm ; as Satan's fiery

" darts, whereby he endeavoureth the ruin of thofe

** fouls who are lefs fubje£l to other fnares; and
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*' as what would ^eftroy the miniftry which Chrift

*« hath appointed and profpered to the converfion

" of finners.'* They difowned Mr. Davis himfelf,

as neither then nor at any former time efteemed to

be of the number of the united brethren.

The concluding paragraph of this declaration is

flrongly expreffive of the views and fpirit of thofc

who publilhed it, as to the fubje£i: before them.

*^ It is our grief/' they fay, " that a man fhould

*' with meer falfehood, clamour, and noife, prevail

" fo far : It is no lefs our wonder, that he fhould

" generally fet up. for the only gofpel preacher,

*' reviling mod others ; and yet when charged with

" his alTertions, he at times attempts, to unintelli-

*' gent perfons, to reduce thofe abominable affer-

*' tions to what is the general opinion of fuch as he
*' expofeth. But we (hall earneftly pray for his

" repentance ; and in the mean time, that that

*^ fcripture may be verified in him, 2 Tim. iii. 9.

" ' He fliall proceed no further, but his folly fhall be

" manifeft to all men :* which we are encouraged to

*' hope the fudden accomplifhment of, fmce he is

** given up to fuch trifling vifions, enthufiaftic pre-

*' tences, felf-contradi«5Vions, higheft arrogancy and

" infolence, and many are awakened to fee the wiles

" of the Devil by their vifible eife<5lF ; and mod
*' perfons fit to judge thereof agree, it cannot be the

" interefl of Chrift that he ferves, by the fpirit he
^' difcovers, and the public fcandal and mifchiefs he

" fo induftrioufly promotes."*

* Calamy, vol. i. p. jxa—514.
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The reader willjudge how far the air of Infallibi-

lity, and the tone of authority, which fuch a decla-

ration carries in it, are calculated to convince or to

conciliate. It is certain, that this paper had not the

efFeft which it was meant to produce. Difcontents

cxifled among the united brethren themfelvcs, and a

diiFerence of opinion about fome do6i:rinal points foon

difcovered itfelf on an occafion which their fagacity

could not anticipate, nor their influence prevent.

During the unhappy times of the civil wars, the

fubje£l of Juflification had been warmly controverted

by writers of the feveral religious parties : who
difagreed in their ideas on the meaning, not of the

word ^^ jujiification" only, but of the terms ^^faith

*^ and good works,'* and in their conflru£lion of

the language of the apoftles'Paul and James on this

fubje£l. Contcfts were flarted, that could have no

objed but to divide and alienate : various hypothefes

were formed, which obfcured the points that they

were meant to elucidate: and the fenfe of the apofto-

Jical writers was perplexed by abundance of learned

fophiftry. Some who appeared in this controverfy

were cenfured as leaning to popery or judaifm ;

others were regarded as advocates of antinomianifm

and libertinifm : fome again were chars^ed with

pelagianifm and focinianifm ; and others, iallly, were

confidered as advancing the principles of manichseifm

and fatalifm. The queflions connected with this

controverfy had been agitated, with much con-

tention, for about twenty years, when they attracted

the attention of Mr. afterwards Biihop Bull ; then
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26 years of age, and engaged his clofc enquiries and

affiduous ftudy during eight or nine years. The
refult of his inveftigation was the publication of a

work in Latin, entitled " Harmonia Apoftolica,'*

Apoftolical Harmony ; confiding of two differtations,

the firfl: to explain and defend the do6lrine of James

on juftification, the fecond to demonflrate the

agreement and harmony of Paul with him on this

point. The particular defign of the firfl dilTertation

was to (hew " that good works which proceed

*' from faith, are a neceflary condition required from
** us by God, to the end that by the new and
** evangelical covenant obtained by and fealed in

'' the blood of Chrifl, the mediator of it, we may
" be juftified according to his free and unmerited

*' grace."

Though our young divine fettled his own judg-

ment, he was not equally fuccefsful in his endeavours

to bring others to difcern and acknowledge the

truth of thofe conclufions on the point, to which he

had himfelf been led by his review of the fcriptures

and of primitive antiquity : for notwithftanding

all his caution in difcufling a fubje£l: which the

difputations of theologians had rendered abflrufe,

his performance created alarm both in the church

and out of it. His interpretations of the facred

writers, and his method of reconciling the two

apoftles, were tried by the correfpondence which

they bore to the fentiments of Luther and Calvin,

whofe names, as the two apoftles of the Reforma-

tion, carried with them an undue and overbearing
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influence. Though the evidence and fl:rength.,of

his arguments appeared to fome in a clear and con-

vincing light, hard cenfures were paiTed by others

on the work and its author ; and the do<5trines

maintained in it were condemned as pernicious and

heretical, contrary to the decrees of the Church of

England, and of all other reformed chuches. Dr.

Morley, bifhop of Winchefter, in a charge to his

clergy, prohibited the reading of Mr. Bull's work ;

fome heads of houfes in the univerfuies and fome

tutors warned the (Indents againft it. Dr. Barlow,

Margaret profelTor at Oxford, and afterwards bifhop

of Lincoln, and Dr. Tully, principal of Edmund's

Hall, an eloquent and learned writer, were the

moft zealous to oppofe the pacific method whidi it

offered in order to reconcile the different fyftems

about attaining falvation. Among the diflfenters, Mr.

Jofeph Truman, educated in the diflinguifhing doc-

trines that were ratified by the Weftminfler Afifembly,

and Mr. Tombes, a learned baptift minifter, animad-

verted on the " Apoftolical Harmony," as if a blow

had been aimed by it at the ground-work of the

Reformation. About a year after it was publifhed,

a copy of it was fent to the author with marginal

annotations and animadverfions from the hands of

his diocefan Dr. Nicholfon, bifhop of Gloucefler
;

written, it was afterwards difcovered, by Mr. Charles

Gataker, the fon of the learned critic of that name,

whofe zeal for the principles which he had received,

as authentic explications of the gofpel, in the fyftems

that he had fludied, neither permitted him to think
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fedately, nor to write with temper. Dr. Lewis dii

Moulin, fon of the famous Peter du Moulin, an

independent, jikewife attacked with great fcverity

the principles and opinions advanced by Mr. Bull,

in a pamphlet, entitled, ** A (hort and true Account

" of the feveral advances the Church of England

" hath made towards Rome ^ or a model of the

" grounds upon which the papills, for thefe hun-

'' dred years, have built their hopes and expectations

" that England would ere long return to popery."

London, 1680. This traft contained alfo virulent

refleClions on feveral eminent divines of the Church

of England.* The ground of the flrain in which

this pamphlet and others in this coniroverfy were

written, was, that the folifidian doflrine was re-

garded by many as the main pillar of proteftantifm
;

which being once (haken, it was thought, there

could be no poflibility of its bearing up its head

againfl popery, or of judifying the proceedings of

Luther and the other firfl: reformers. With this

tra6l, the controverfy, which had been continued for

ten years, was terminated : as Mr. Bull did not

judge it necelTary to reply. He had particularly

and fully anfwered the other writers, who had

animadverted on his " Apoftolical Harmony." His

* It ought to be mentioned to the honour of Dr. Moulin, and

as a pleafing inftance of candour and ingenuoufnefs, that on his

death-bed, foon after the appearance of his pamphlet, he retra(5led

all the perfonal reflections which he had caft in his book upon any

divine ofthe Church of England; and direded his retractation to be
made public after his deatli. This v/as accordingly done. Nelfon^s

Life of Biihop Bull, p. 254.
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biographer fays, *' that with a very laudable

** diligence he fpared no pains, chat he might tho-

" roughly and impartially examine all that his adver-

*'fary could bring againft him: nor could it be denied,

*' that he made fuch juft and reafonable concefTions,

*' as rendered his own caufe the (Ironger, while they

" yielded to the oppofite that which it might lawfully

^' demand." In the difcuflions which originated

with his work, the meaning of the terms, "juftifica-

*' tion, faith, and good works," was canvafled. The
nature of the Mofaic law, and of its promifes and

threatenings, came under examination. Thefe were

proper fubjetfls of enquiry ; and the inveftigation of

them tended to elucidate the fcriptures, and to place

the matter in debate on fcriptural authority, its juft

and only obligatory ground. But with the dif-

cuiTions on thefe points were blended fyftematic

principles and fcholaftic niceties. It m.uft be added,

to the difgrace of thofe who wrote in it, though

too much in the fpirit of all times and of alj

controverfies, that their pens were often dipped in

gall, and their arguments were accompanied with

heavy charges and invidious imputations. ^^ The
" beft caufe in the world may be run down with

" clamour and confidence ; but truth is never better

*^ fupported, than by being modeftly and fimply

" propofed, with thp arguments for and againft it

*' fairly reprefented, without reflection upon any for

** not thinking after the fame manner with us."*

* For a full, candid, and fuccind review of this controverfy, fee

Nelfon's Ij^ife of Biftiop Bull, p, 89

—

is7'
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The controverfy which was begun Inthe Eftabllflied

Church, and revived by the publication of Bull's

" Harmonia Apoftolica," was alfo taken up by the

diiTenters, and condu£led with much warmth. So

far back as the year 1649, ^^' Baxter had difcufTed

the queftions concerning the doclrine of juilification,

in a treatlfe, entitled, " Aphorifms oF Juftification and

" the Covenants." Exceptions were made to this

work at its firfl: appearance. It excited much atten-

tion ; became a fubjefl of obloquy with many; and

feveral learned men, as Dr. John Wallis, Mr. Geo.

Lawfon, Mr. John Warren, and Mr. Chriftopher

Cartwright, employed their pens in animadverting

upon It. The " Aphorifms'* were particularly an-

fwered by Mr. John Crandon, of Fawley in Hamp-

fliire, in a book, which he infcribed, " Mr, Baxter's

*' Aphorifms exorclfed ;" and by Mr. Wm. Eyre^

of Salifbury, In his " Vindicias JuiliHcationis gra-

" tuit^." Some of thefe writers delivered their

fentiments at the defire of Mr. Baxter himfelfj

upon which he publiflied his fufpenfion of thefe

aphorifms; then his fuller explication and defence

of them In his *' Apology ;" and afterwards an

additional explication and defence of them, in his

*' Confeflion of Faith," and in his " Difputations of

*' Juflification." On his part the controverfy was

agitated, at different times, for forty years. In one

of his ptiblications, during this period, he entered

the lifts with Dr. Tully, one of Bifhop Bull's oppo-

nents, in *' A Treatife of Juftifying Righteoufnefs,

" in two books," in 1676. In this work, though



C. II. PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. ]gf}

he fometimes acknowledged the do£tor to be a very-

worthy perfon, yet he helitated not to charge his

*' Jufliiicatio Paulina" as being " defective in point

*' of truth, iudice, chanty, ingenuity, and pertinency

*^ to the matter." '^ It was the unhappinefs both of

" Mr. Baxter and Dr. Tully," obferves Mr. Nelfon,

*' that they gave but too much reafon for the impu-

" tation, under which they both equally lay, of

"being angry writers." Bull, Bellarmin, who

alfo wrote on the fame fubje6l, and Baxter, were

confidercd and reprefented by Dr. Tully as " the

*' three great adverfaries of the faith," engaged in

*' a triple league" to overthrow it.*

After the controvcrfy, as it had been handled by

fome writers whom we have mentioned, had fubfided^

it revived again amongfl: the diffentcrs, and leems

to have been confined within their pale. It was

occafioned by the republication of the works of

Dr. Crifp, by his fon Mr. Samuel Crifp, fanclioned

by the names of feveral prefbyterian and independent

minifters. When they were firft publiflied, the

affembly of divines at Weftminfler deiired them to

be burnt. The author was a man of great piety,

and exemplary purity of charafler; but the fenti-

ments that he advanced and defended were, with

reafon, confidered as very pernicious in their ten-

dency, and as opening a door for great licen-

tioufnefs of manners in thofe whom their paiTions

might difpofe to aft upon the ftricl letter of them.

Dr. Crifp's fcheme is dated to be this :
" That by

** Gop's mere elefting decree, all faving bleffings

• Nelfon's Life of Bull, p. 143—254.
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'^ are by divine obligation made ours, and nothing

" more is needful to our title to thefe bleflings

:

" That on the crofs all the fms of the ele6l were

" transferred to Chrift, and ceafed ever to be their

^' fms: That at the firfl moment of conception, a

*' title to thefe decreed bleffings is perfonally applied

" to the ele£l, and they invefted aflually therein.

*' Hence the t]c£t have nothing to do, in order to an

" interefl in thefe bleffings j nor ought they to intend

*' the leaftgood to themfelves in what they do: fin

** can do them no harm, becaufe it is none of theirs

;

'' nor can God affli^l them for any fin."

On his fcheme it was affirmed, " That fins are not

" to be feared as doing any hurt, even when the

" mod flagitious are committed. Grace and holinefs

*' cannot do us the lead good. God has no more

*' to lay to the charge of the wickcdefl men, if they

*' be elected, than he has to lay to the charge of a

*' faint in glory. That the ele6t are not to be governed

*' by fear or hope; for the laws have no promifes or

*' threats to rule them ; nor are they under the im-

*' preffions of rewards or punifliments, as motives to

*' duty, or prefervatives agalnftfin."*

Thefe fentiments were filled Antinomian, as im-

pugning the excellenceandfubverting the obligations

of the law. They exhibit an overdrained conftruc-

tlon of Luther's doclrine, which reprefents the

merits of Chrifl as the fource of man's falvation; and

of Calvin's doclrine refpefling divine decrees. Were

there not reafon to fuppofe that the advocate for them

* Dr. Williams's Gofpel Truth, p. 6, 7, 8.
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was fincere, though mifled, one fhould be ready to

impute to him an invidious defign to caricature the

opinions of thofc reformers, and to expofe them to

indignation or contempt. Thefe opinions fprun?

up in Germany, and were broached by John Agri-

cola, a native of Aiileben, and an eminent do(fior of

the Lutheran church. His followers were called

Antinojnia?n , i. e. " Enemies of the law.'* This fefl

was fuppreffed in its infancy by the fortitude, watch-

fulnefs, and influence of Luther: and Agricola

acknowledged and renounced his pernicious fyllem
;

though he is faid to have returned to his errors,

and to have preached them again with fuccefs after

the death of Luther.*

Thefe opinions had for many years lain dormant

in England, when the republication of Dr. Crifp's

works in or about 1690 revived them, and gave them
a new and wide circulation, cfpecially among the

nonconformifts, whofe liberties were threatened on

this account. Under the condudi: of Mr. Davis the

flame broke out with peculiar violence, and fpread

through eleven counties. Judicious and faithful mi-

nifters, who inculcated the neceffity and obligations olf

righteoufnefs, were deferred, and reproached as legal-

ills; churches were divided, and town and country

were filled with debates and noife. So high did the

ferment rife, fo widely did the infection fpread in the

city of London, that if a minifler among the prefbyte-

rians preached a fermon in which hope was placed on
conditional promifes, or the fear of fm was prelTed by

* Mofheim's Ecclefiaftical Hiltory, vol. iv. p. 2z»
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the divine threatenings, he was immediately con-

demned and cenfared as an enemy to Chrifl: and free

grace. This cenforioufnefs and violence of temper

fliewed itfelf particularly amongft the independents

and baptifts. One of the le£lurers at Pinner's Hall

preaching on repentance as necefTary to the remiffion

of fins, that pulpit was foon filled with the harfhcft

ccnfures againft the prefbyterians.*

Many of the minifters of that perfuafion folicitcd

Mr. afterwards Dr. Daniel Williams, to confute the

principles of Dr. Crifp. This he undertook to do;

and entered on his tafk firft in a fermon at Pinner*s

Hall; and then in a treatife, entitled, " Gofpel Truths

*' ftated and vindicated." The method in which

this work was drawn up, was to (late the iruib and

error under each head -, to prove the latter to be the

opinion of Dr. Crifp ; then to fhew wherein the

difference did not lie; and this being done, to declare

in what the real and proper difference did confid*

Having thus explained and ilated the cafe, the author

confirmed the truth, which was oppofed to a fpccific

error, by the rule of faith received by both fides.

To the dire£i: proofs were added corroborating tefti.

monies from the approved catechifms and confeiTions

both of the prefbytcrian and independent body, viz.

thofe of the affembly at Weflminfler, of the fynod

of New England, and of the congregational elders

at the Savoy, bcfides thofe of fuch particular authors

as were generally efteemed orthodox. And, laflly,

he invefligated the ground of Dr. Crifp's miftake,

* Oofpel Truth, preface, p. a;*, and Bifhop Bull's Life, p. a^o.
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This plan of dlfcuffion was applied to about twenty-

fix points; it was executed with plainnefs and fim-

plicity, and matters were dated with fuch fairnefs

and impartiality, that his adverfaries did not detcft

one infhince in which the opinions of the do6lor

were mifreprefented or raidnken. J The author him-

felf declared, that he had carefully avoided any

refle£lion on the Rev. Dr. Crifp ;
'' whom," he

added, '' I believe a holy man; and have abdained

" expofing many things according to the advantages

" oiFered, if by any means this book may become
*' ufeful to fuch as mod need it."

The points conne£led with the controverfy, and

difculTed in this treatife, through as many chapters

as the proportions amounted to, are " the date of

" the ele<fi: before effectual calling : God's laying fins

''- on Chrid : the difcharge of the ele<fl: from fins,

** upon their being laid on Chrid : the elecl ceafmg
'' to be fmners from the time their fms were laid on
'^ Chrid: the lime when our fins were laid on Chrid,

" and continued there: God's feparation from and
" abhorrence of Chrid, while our fms lay upon him:
" the change of perfon between Chrid and the ele6l:

" the nature of faving faith, the free ofFer of Chrifl;

" to finners, and of preparatory qualifications:

^' union with Chrid by faith : judification by faith,

'' with a digrefilon about repentance ; the necefilty

^* and benefit of holinefs, obedience, and good
'* works, with perfeverance therein: intending our

" foul's good by the duties we perform : the way

J Bifhop Bull's Life, p. a6i.
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** to attain aflbrance : God's feeing fins in believers,

" and their guilt by it: the hurt that fin may do the

*' believers: God's difpleafure for fin, in the afflic-

** tions of his people : the beauty of fincere holinefs:

** Gofpel preaching : legal preaching : exalting of
*' Chrifl : the honour of the free grace of God."

Dr. Williams has been confidered as Mr. Baxter's

fucceiTor in the management of thefe difputes ; and

he incurred the fame fevere cenfures as had befallen

that eminent writer, being accufed of maintaining

opinions inconfiftent with the do<5lrine of Chrift's

fatisfa^flion, and yielding up the caufe to the focinians.

Names that carried an odium with them were very

freely beftowed on him; as if it were more the fludy

of the partifans of Dr. Crifp's opinions to expofe

thofe with whom they had the difpute to reproach

and obloquy, than to examine their arguments and

difcover truth.

Dr. Williams's work was firfl publiflied in 1692,

with teftimonials of approbation by Dr. Bates, Mr,

Howe, Mr. Alfop, Mr. Shower, and twelve other

diffenting minifters. The names of double that

number were added to the fecond edition. This

was fucceeded by a third edition, with other names;

to which a large poflfcript was added, for elucidating

fundry truths.
jj

Dr. Chauncy, and feveral who coincided with him

in opinions, animadverted on Dr. Williams's per-

il
Mr. Orton recommended the treatife of Dr. Williams as th$

heft that he knew, to enable a perfon to judge ofthofe controvcrlies.

" He is," Mr. Orton added, " the clearell, fairefl controverfial

" writer I am acquainted with." Letters to a young Clergyman,

letter xv.
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formance : to whom Dr. Williams replied, in

" A Defence of Gofpel Truth/' a performance

which fecured the approbation of able judges. But

notwithflanding the convi£lion which it carried to

fome minds, it did not give the fame fatisfa£lion to

all. Mr. Mather, an independent minifter, publifhed

a fermon on juflification, in which he aiTcrted that

believers were as righteous as Chrift himfelf; that

the covenant of grace was not conditional ; with other

opinions of the fame tenor. Dr. Williams anfweied

him in a tracl, entitled, " Man made Righteous."

To this work no one replied.*

On the publication of Dr. Williams's " Gofpel

* * Truth," inflead of its ferving to compofe the dif-

ferences which had broken out among the lecturers

at Pinner's Hall, a new and great clamour was raifed^

particularly on account of the interpretation given to

Phil. iii. 9. At length a paper of objedlions to that

work, figncd by Mr. Griffith, Mr. Cole, Mr. Mather,

Mr. Chauncy, Mr. Trail, and Mr. Richard Taylor,

was delivered at a meeting of the united miniftcrs.

But no cognizance was taken of it. The reafons of

pafling it over without notice were, that three of the

fix objectors were not of the union; and that the

material objef^ions were not only confidcred to be

ungrounded, but were expreffed in words as recited

from Dr. Williams's work, which were quite con-

trdry to the letter of the expreffions.f The do6lor

examined the paper in a poftfcript to a third edition

* Bifhop BulPs Life, p. z6%,

i Dr. Williams's Works, vol. iv. p. 322—324*
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of his tra^i:, and fully confidered the objeclions it

exhibited. Bui the filence with which the united

miuifters treated ir, gave umbrage ; and Dr. Chauiicy,

at a meeting about Oflober 1692, ufmg many warm

words, afTigned this negle£t as a reafon for leaving

their meetings, and breaking off from their union.

The more candid and pacific (tudied healing expe-

dients; and after much confideration fixed on certain

doflrinal articles, to which both fides agreed and

fubfcribed, Dec. 16, 1692. Thefe were publifhed

to the world under the title of '• The Agreement in-

*' Doctrine amon^ the DiiTentinor Miniflers in

*' London.'* This paper v»^as far from anfwering

the conciliatory end that was expected from it. The

debates continued : one party was fufpected of

verging towards arminianifm, and even focinianifm.

Thechargeofencouraging antinomianifm was retorted

on the other party. Separate weekly meetings were

held. New creeds were framed ; but they were

objected to by feme or others '' as too large or too

" ilrait, too full or too empty." Different papers

were drawn up and fubfcribed, to effect an accommo-

modation : but they created new altercations and

fomented new differences. It feemed to be the aim.

and wifli of feme, that they might be thought to

differ from their brethren, whether they really did fo

or not. The contending parties, in fome indances

at leail, fancied their mutual differences to be j>-reater

than in fact they were. A letter was publifhed in

4to. entitled, '^ A Vindication of the Protcflant
*' Doctriae concerning Jiiflificaiion, and of its
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" preachers and profeffors, from the unjufl charge

" of Antinomianifm." But the hopes of free

brotherly correfpondence vanifhed away.|| " Such

'^ were the effects of thefe wrangles at that time,'*

obferves Dr. Calamy, " upon the moft common
^' converfation, and fo odd do the controverfies that

*' were then managed appear, if reviewed at a

** diftance, as to convince confiderate obfervers that

* * there is no fuch enemy to peace as jealoufy en-

*' couraged, and that indulged fufpicion is an endlefs

*' fund of contention."*

Though the controverfy arofe amongfl, and was

confined to, the diiTenters; yet an appeal was made to

the judgment of two celebrated divines in the efta-

bliihed church, Dr. Stillingfleetbilhop of Worcefler,

and Dr. Jonathan Edwards, lately the principal of

Jefus college, Oxford.

One point of debate which was darted in the

difputes of the day, related to a commutation of

perfons between Chrift and believers. This, it was

alleged. Dr. Siillingfleet had alTerted and fupported

in his anfwer to Grotius on the dodrine of Chrift's

fatisfaflion ; and this Dr. Williams was charged with

denying, becaufe he had denied v/hat Dr. Crifp

called a change of perfon, (not perfons in the plural)

/. e, a change of condition and (late between Chrift

and a fmner ; Chrift thereby becoming as finful as

we, and we as righteous as he. Dr. Williams was

'II Calamy, vol. i. p. 515, ji6; Calamy's Life of Howe, p. 18 j;

NeUbn's Life of Bifhop Bull, p. a6o—263.

* Life of Howe, p. i84«
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induced, on this reprefentation of his fentlments, to

addrefs a letter to the bifhop, requeuing his jadg-

ment on three quellions : i . What was his fenfe of

commutation of perfons ? 2. Whether the author

of '^Gofpel Truth" was chargeable, with focinianifm?

and 3. Whether Dr. Crilp's fenfe concerning the

change of perfon or perfons were true or falfe ? He

fupporred his requeil by urging that his lordfhip's

fentiments were pleaded againft him. Mr. Lobj one

of the independent party, though no direft antino-

mian, endeavoured alfo to fecure the bilhop as an

umpire in their difputes; by a letter, informing him of

the controverfy then fubfifting among the diffentefs,

in which a reference had been made to his lordlhip's

fentiments; and foliciting him, that he would conde-

fcend to give them his impartial thoughts on the

point, " as being likely on both hands; to be fo

" received as to compofe the differences between

" them." Before this letter came to hand, the

bilhop had already anfwered Dr. Williams, and

given his fentiments on the points mentioned in both

their letters with great freedom and impartiality, ag

well as with fmgular candour and judgment. This

letter was, on the receipt of Mr. Lob's, publilhed in

vindication of Dr. Williams againft the heavy charges

alleged againil him. Mr. Lob on this addrelTed a

fecond letter to the bifliop, exprelling much fatisfac-

tion with what he had written, and offering his thanks

for it. He apprifcd his lordiiiip, that to afford him

a fuller frate of the matters in controverfy, and to

furnifli him with more ample means o^ compofmg
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their differences, he was preparing for the prefs an

" Appeal" directed to his lordfhip; to whom he

offered to fend the flieets lor his inrpe6lion in manu-

fcript. This propofal the bifliop waved. The

Appeal, as foon as it was printed, was fent to his

lordiliip; who, as a perfc(ft mafter of the caufe, con-

lidered it with great exa£lnefs, but did not live to

finirn his anfwer to it. What appeared gave the

public a true (lite of the controverfy, and fully vin-

dicated both Mr. Baxter and Dr. Williams from the

charge of going over to the camp of the focinians.*

A paragraph on this point deferves to be quoted,

as an evidence of the bifliop's candour, and as an

admonition to thofe who are ready in the prefent

day to bring forward invidious charges.

" There is," faid the bifhop, " a remarkable

'' (lory in the hiftory of the Synod of Dort, which

^' may not be improper in this place. There were

*' in one of the univerfities of that country two pro-

*' feffors, both very warm and extremely zealous for

*' that which they accounted the mod orthodox

" docl:rine; but it happened that one of thefe ac-

*' cufed the other before the fynod for no fewer

*' than y^'/ errors, tending to focinianifm, pelagian-

" ifm, &:c. &€. ; and wonderful heat there was on

" both fides. At lafi: a committee was appointed to

** examine this dreadful charge; and upon examina-

^* nation they found no ground for the charge of

*' focinianifm, or any other herefy; but only that

" he had afferted too much the ufe of ambiguous and

* Bifhop Bull's Life, p. »64—^69,

P
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«
' fcholaflic terms, and endeavoured to bring in the

<« way of the fchoolmen, in his writings ; and therc-

" fore the fynod difmiffed him with that prudentad

" vice,—Rather to keep to the language of the

" fcriptures than of the fchools."*

Dr. Edwards, to whom were fent the fame

queftions, which had been laid before Bifliop Stil-

lingfleet, addreffed in anfwer a letter to Dr. Wil-

liams, in which he alfo fully acquitted him of

giving any countenance to the opinions of Socinujj^

and juftificdhim againfi: his accufcrs, as having Hated

in a right and an orthodox manner the do£lrine of

Chrift's fatisfadion.

Bwt the progrefs of the controvcrfy has been

anticipated by introducing here the appeal made to

thofe two eminent divines of the Eftabliflicd Church.

For, previoully to this flage of it, a defign was

formed to exclude Dr. Williams out of the lc<flure

at Pinners' Hall, in 1694. A new ledlure was fet

up at Salters' Hall : three of the old lc6lurers, Dn
Bates, Mr. Howe, and Mr, AUbp, accompanied him

to the new lefture ; and two others were added

:

and four were joined to the old Icfturcrs, Mr. Mead
and Mr, Cole, who remained at Pinners' Hall. The
fupporters of the new lectures confided of the

grcatefl part of the old fubfcribers, men of great

piety and judgment, who perceiving the violence

of the other party, when all pacific propofals and

meafures had proved abortive, removed to a more

convenient placet Thus the leflurc was broken

^ Culamy's Life of Howe, p. 184, 5. | Ibid. p. 194.
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into two ; Mr. Howe's friendly propofal, urged by

him, both publickly and privately, to alternate the

fame le£lure in both places, could not be carried
;

and the feparation continued. A few years fince

the le£lure at Salters' Hall, for want of fupport

and attendance, was given up.

Bcfides Mr. Howe's conciliating propofal, another

attempt for reunion was made, by an offer on one

fide to renounce Arminianifm, and on the other Anti-

nomianifm ; but this plan of harmony proved un-

fuccefsfuL Soon after, a few particular minifters of

each party privately drew up a paper, with a hope

that they fliould be able by their influence to prevail

on both fides to fign it. But this meafure, inftead of

cxtinguifhing old diiferenccs, created new ones.

.Some were zealous for it, and complained much that

it was not adopted. Others warmly oppofed it, and,

among various reafons, becaufe they conceived of

it as bearing hard upon Dr. Williams.f

It aifords an unhappy intlance of the afperity and

malignityof party, that not only the fentimentsof Dr.

Williams were cenfured and ftigmatized, but an

attack was made on his reputation, an attack fo

peculiar as fcarcely to admit of any precedent^ which,

obferves Dr. Calamy, " was far from recommending
*' the diifenters, as to their candour or conduiH:, to

" (landers by." But the ends of his adverfaries

were not anfwered. For after about eight weeks

fpent in an inquiry into his life by a committee of

the united miniilers, who received all manner of

t Calamy, p. 549.

P 2
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complaints againfl: him, it was declared at a general

meeting, as their unanimous opinion^ and repeated

and agreed to in three feveral fijcceffive meetings,

that " he was entirely clear and innocent of all that

** was laid to his charsje.''*

It was fubfequent to this, that a new clamour was

raifcd againfl him : on which the appeal was made

to Biiliop Stillingfleet and Dr. Edwards, which has

been already mentioned. Though that prelate vin-

dicated the fentiments of Dr. Williams, he cenfured,

in a charge to his clergy in 1696, the body of dif-

icncers, as defeiftive in their difcipline, on account

of their divifions : a cenfure, which feems to indicate

that his lordfhip was inclined to apply coercive mea-

fures in fuch a cafe, initead of employing argument

and perfuafion to convince them of their errors, and

leaving it to time and refle£lion to calm and compofc

their minds. In confequence of the appeal made to

the learned members of the church, various pub-

lications on both fides iflued from the prefs : but

whether prejudices were foftened, or paffion had

fpent itfelf, or argument at length produced con-

vidtion, the diiTenters became cool, and the contro-

verfy was terminated, at the inilance of Mr. Lob, by
Dr. Williams in 1698, who printed a few flieets

entitled, " an End to Difcord :" in which he dated

the orthodox as alfo the focinian and antinomian no-

tions as to Chrifl's fatisfa^lion ; and interpreted the

confelTion of thofe more fober independents in as

orthodox as a fenfe as their words with the ip.ofi:

*' C«lamy,Yol. i. p.549. Bifliop BuiFs Life, p. 276.
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charitable conflruction could bear. It is almoft

incredible hov\ much Dr. Williams was a fufferer in

this controverfy, from fome who were too apt to a£l

their principles againil fuch as oppofed them : for he

had to contend with a (trong party, who would leave

nothing unattempted to cruQi him if polTible. " But

he had counted the coflj*' as he wrote to a very

refpeflable member of the Eftablifhed Church, ^' even

thoudi his life had been " facrificed/^ This in-

tegrity, zeal, and fortitude in oppofing, under fuch

circumftances, v/hat appeared to him pernicious

errors, difplayed the energy of principle, and excel-

lence of his own characler. To his indefatigable and

zealous exertions it is in a great degree, afcribed,

that within fixteen years after the clofe of this con-

troverfy, the number of antimonians among the

difTenters was fo reduced, that only three or four

preachers of that denomination, and thofe men ofno

edimation, were left : the oppofite principles could

by advanced without exciting a clamour, and mofl

of the independents and baptifls in the metropolis

preached againfl: antimonianifm.*

Another eiFecl of this controverfy was, that from

the time of forming a new and feparate leisure at

Safeers' Hall, the two denominations of prefoyterians

and independencs became diilincl communities, and

acled feparately with refpe^l to their own denomina-

tions. And the ground of this feparation being

in doctrinal fentiments, the term.s cam.e afterv/ards to

fignify not a dilFerence in Church Government

* Nelfon's Life of Bifhop Bull, p. 274-376.
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according to their original meaning, but in do£lrinal

opinions : the latter being applied to denote the

reception of ealviniftic, the former to fignify the

belief of arminian fentiraents 5 or refpedlively of

creeds fimilar to either fyflem.
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CHAPTER ill.

Internal History of the Protestant Dissenters,

SECTION I.

Of their Academies.

THE A£l of Uniformity ejefted from the

church men of the firft learning in the age y

men, who were the ornaments both of facred and

general literature. The names of Baxter, Owen,

Howe, and Bates; of Clarkfon, who was tutor of

Tillotfon ; of Gale, who wrote " the Court of the

" Gentiles ;" of Hill, the editor of " Schrevelius'

*' Lexicon ;" of Poole, ^^the author of the " Synopfis

*' Criticorum;*' of Cradock, who with folid judgment

and depth of thought methodized and illuftrated the

facred hiflorians ; of Clark, the annotator ; of

Tombes, preacher at the Temple ; of Ray, the na-

turalift; of Gilpin, an accomplifhed fcholar and emi-

nent phyfician ; and of Vinckes, an univerfal fcholarj

are enrolled in the honourable lift of thofe, who,

having been themfelves enriched with ftores of

learning, krgely contributed to extend the limits of

fcience and theological literature by their rcfearches

and writings. Thefe names, however, bear but a

fmall proportion to the many who, among the Bar-.
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tholomew divines, were held in high eftimation for

their learning.

The edidt that deprived them of their livings

could not defpoil them of their erudition. The

literary tafte which they had formed in the feats of

the Mufes, and the treafures of knowledge which

they had laid up, qualified them, in an eminent

degree, when driven from their pulpits, to undertake

the inftruflion of youth. The (Iraitened circum-

fiances of many obliged them, when they had loft

the revenues of their vicarages and reflories, to feek

fome compenfation by applying their talents and

learning to the offices of education. Some became

tutors in private families ; fome opened fchools ; and

fome tilablifhed academies, in which they read lec-

tures on different branches of fcience and theology.

The ftatute which was defigned to fccure the

national edablifliment, by crufhing the dilTidents, had

an oppofite cf[cS:. It led numbers to feparatc them-

felves from the church, who were confiderable in

point of influence derived from rank or eflates or

commercial purfuits. This fecelTion originated

partly from principle, founded in objc^licns to the

eftabliOjment; partly from attachment to revered

nnd worthy miniders, whom that ftatutehad ejecl:ed;

and partly from f/mpathy in the unmerited fufferings

which thofe minifters were hence called upon to

bear. The fubfequent proceedings of government

were nor fuited to conciliate the feparatifts, and to re-

cover them to the communion of the church ; but

tended by new cd]£iS and profecutions to irritate to
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a greater degree minds idrcady exafperated. Thefe

difliderils had families to be educated, and naturally

looked to thofe whofe talenrs and learning they

refpecled, and of whofe uiTerings they were par-

takers, as the mod proper tutors for their f^3ns;

efpecially for thofe of them who were deftined to

the miniftry, or to the walks of law or phyfic.

This became more particularly the cafe, as the fecef-

flon created objeci:ions not before felt againft mjnif-

terial conformity ; and when the new congregations

formed under the ejected minifiers were, by the

deaths of their firfl: padors fucceffively, in want of a

new race of minifiers to fill up the vacant places.

All thefe caufes operated again fl: the {hort-fighted

views of the legiilature, and defeated in a great

meafure the fchemes of intolerance. Encourage,

ment was afforded to thofe w^ho were difpofed to

adopt plans of education ; and feminaries, which but

for a malignant policy would never have exifled,

were opened in various parts of the kingdom to

meet the wiilies of fuch as would otherwife have

fent their fons to the Univerfities.

The confequences, when it was too late to pre-

vent them, were feen and felt. Thefe rifing femina-

ries were viewed with fear and jealoufy
;

yet recourfe

was not had to remedial meafures of a mild and

liberal nature. Several afperfions were cafl: on thofe

who taught Univerfity learning ; the calm retreat of

the (ludent was haunted by the fpectre of intole-

rance ; and haraffing procelTes in the fpirirual court

were commenced againft thofe who prefided over
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theological feminaries. Mr. Morton, of Newington

Green, was forced by fuch meafures to defiit from

his literary employment, after a continuance in it

with reputation for twenty years. A particular

ground of cenfure and of proceedings againft thofc

who were thus occupied, in different dioccfes, was

the oath by which they had bound themfelves on

taking a degree in the Univerfities; which was con-

fidered as precluding them, by this folemn engage-

ment, from keeping private academies j and even any

bifhop, confidently with his oath, from granting a

licence for it. The candid Tillotfon judged this to

be a proper principle on which a diocdan might

reftrain any one who had received a diploma in either

univerfity from keeping an academy; and recom-

mended it to Archbiftiop Sharp, when the clergy of

Craven petitioned him to fupprefs Mr. Frankland's

fcminary, to adl: upon this ground, without confider-

ing him at all as a diflenter, " as the fairell and fofteft

" way of getting rid of the bufmefs.'';]:

The oath alluded to, as admin iftered at Oxford,

ran in thefc words, " Jurabis etiam, quod in ifla fa-

*' cultatc alibi in Anglia quam hie ct Cantabrigi^,

*' leflioncs tuas folcnniter, tanquam in univerfitatc

'* non refumes; ncc in aliqui facultate, ficut in uni-

*^ verfitate, folenniter incipies ; nee confenties ut

*' aliquis alibi in Anglia incipiens hie pro magiftro

" habeatur. Item jurabis, quod non leges aut audies

** Stamfordia? tanquam in univerfitate, ftudio vel

** collegio gencrali.'*

t Birch's Life of Tillotfon, p. agd.
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The form at Cambridge is this, " Jurabis quod
" nusquam priecerquam Oxoni^ ]e6tiones tuas fo-

*' lenniter refumes, nee confenties ut aliquis alibi in

" Anglia incipiens hie pro magidro vel dodorc in

*' ilia facultate habcatur.'**

At the prefentation for degrees thefe oaths were
adminiftered. The original occafion of thefe oaths

was this. In the early ages of literature thofc

branches of feience which are taught at univerfities,

were fludied and profelTed in the feveral monafleries

throughout the kingdom. Afterwards the celebrity

and reputation of the fuperiors of the monalleries

at Oxford and Cambridge drew a voluntary con-

courfe ot (Indents to thofe towns ; and fome noble

perfonages, patrons of literature, encouraged by
thefe propitious circumftances, and with a view of

alluring foreigners to thefe places, which were by
rapid improvement become the feats of the Mufes,

erected certain hofpitta or buildings for the recep-

tion of (tudents, and liberally endowed them. The
* The Oxford oath in Englifh. *' Thou /halt fwear that thou

" wilt not in this faculty refume thy folemn Icdlions as in an Uni-
" verfity in any place in England, except here or at Cambridge:
** That thou wilt not folemnly commence in any faculty as in an

*' univerfity : And that thou wilt not confent that any one com-
** mencing elfewhere in England fhall be regarded as a mafter,

" Thou fhalt alfo fwear thou wilt not read nor hear at Stamford as
** in an Univerfity, or general college and place of ftudy."

The oath at Cambridge in Englifh. ^* Thou fhalt fwear that thou
" wilt never refume thy common le<51:ions but at Oxford : And that

" thou wilt not confent tha* any one commencing at any other

" place in England (hall be regarded here as a mafter or do(Sor in
** that faculty/'
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convenience of Oxford and Cambridge in point of Si-

tuation alfo recommended them as places of reforr.

Peculiar privileges were granted to fuch as entered

themfelves as {Indents in them, by the bulls of popes

and the charters of princes. Degrees, or public tes-

timonials of genius and proficiency, were invented as

incitements to emulation and diligence in fludy.

But while ingenuous youth were invited by fuch

allurements to thefc fchools of philofophy, and

great numbers reforted to them, yet no injunction or

law prevented perfons from receiving or reading

lectures at any other place. When the numbers of

fludents at Oxford and Cambridge, in confequence

of the peculiar encouragements they afforded, conti-

nually incrcafcd, and no code of ftarutes was formed

and enacted to keep order amongfl: them, frequent

tumults and riots broke out among the pupils them-

felves, and between them and the townfraen. On
fome particular factions of this kind many fludents

deferted thcfe feminaries, and removed, fome to

Northampton and other places, but a greater part to

Stamford. Beingfettlcd here, they began with the

patronage of fome grcatperfons tolay the foundations

of an univerfity, built colleges, performed academical

exercifes, and inditutcd degrees. An alarm was
taken, on the defertion of their own fchools and the

growing reputation of that at Stamford, by Oxford

and Cambridge. Intereft was made with prelates

and princes to recal the (Indents who had left them

:

after fome difficulty and oppofition they carried their

meafure
j the feminary at Stamford was fupprelTedj
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new colleges were founded at Oxford and Cam-
bridge, greater immunities were granted, and laws

were framed to introduce and eilabliih eood order

and difcipline. By degrees the (Indents returned,

and Stamford w^as forfaken; but ftill it feems, by the

fpecific mention of it in the Oxford oath, to have

been particularly viewed with the eye of jealoufy;

and it was favoured by characters of great influence.

To bar a future fecejQIon, the oath, which we have

quoted, was drawn up and impofed; that even

princes themfeives, if they were difpofed to eflablifh

other univerfities, might be greatly impeded, if

not v/holly obftructed in their defign, and nor be

able to remove profefibrs from Cambridge or Ox-
ford to prefide over feminaries in other places, unlefs

the pope was pleafed to difpenii with their oaths.

The papal policy afterwards availed itfelf of inftitu-

tions, at firfl: formed purely for the advancement of

learning, to ferve its intered and aggrandize its

power, when it was feen that thofe places had a

great influence on the difpofition of the nation.

The popes fecured thefe two places as fountains of

power; limited their patronage and fan£lion to thefe

feats only, as two could eafily be managed and con-

troled; the prelates of the church became great

founders, and framed their ftatutes to fubferve their

political and ambitious views; and popery continuing

the eftabliflied religion through many centuries,

thefe two univerfities, by a kind of cuilom, became

the only national feminaries.*"

* Calamy's Continuation, 70I. i. p. iSi, iSa.
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They who were unfriendly to the diffenters con-

ftrued the oaths under confideration to mean, " that

" no man, who had taken the degree of Master in

" Arts in either of our univerfities, might lawfully

" inftruct fo much as privately in any other place,

" any perfons in any art or fcience profeffed publicly

" in the univerfities." This confl:ru£lion of the

oath ferved two purpofcs : one was to fet up an

exclufive claim to the privilege, honour, and emo-

luments of communicating univerfity learning ; to

cftablifli it as a principle, " no licence, no philo-

" fophy, out of our feminaries :" the other was to

brand as perjured perfons thofe diffenters, who on

admittance to degrees had taken thefe oaths, and

who privately inilrudled in learning, which bears-

the appropriate name of academical: and to fet up

a ground on which they might be haraffed by ex-

penfive and litigious proceffes.

Other interpretations of the oath, more mild and

liberal in themfelves, and on which the heads of

feminaries among the noncorformifts refted their

defence, were thefe: either" that the literal meaning

*' is to obftru^l only public, not private reading or

" teaching philofophy in other places ; and that as

*' to this public reading the oath is now antiquated,

*' void, and null :" of this opinion was Billiop

Taylor. The other reafonable interpretation of the

oath is, '' it means not teaching at all, either public

" or private, but only performing exercifes of pro-

" bation ; and that by lecliones tiias folenn{ter

*^ tanquam hi univcrjiiate, are nieaut only fome of
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" the exercifes for a degree, v/hich were defigned as

*' fpecimens of talents and proficiency ; and the

** folemnitj^ enjoined referred to matter, or to the

''orders of the univerfity, concerning habit and time.

*' The word refumes is explained to mean taking the

" fame degree again, or doing the fame excrcife, for

*' the fame purpofe elfewherc ; as if the uoiverfitj

*' degree were not a fufEcient honour, uulefs ratified

" clfewhere. Incipies is the known term, amon'/

«' academics, to denote taking a degree of raafler or

" do6lor. This condruflion of the oath was argued
" to be jufl, by the flate of things from which it

" originated : and from the ckufe relative to Stam-
*' ford evincing that owning a place for an univerfity,

" by performing univerfity exercifes in it, was the

" praflice againfl which it was meant to guard.

" Another claufe, repeated three times, firfl ufed

" with reference to le6lions, then to degrees, and
" laflly to Stamford, tanquam in univerfitate^ as it

*' is done in dis univerfity, pointing to the forma-

" litics of the univerfuiea, it was urged, fixed the

" words to this meaning." To juflify this interpre-

tation of the oath, an appeal was made to the

prelatical men, then filling fees and other high

pofls, who in recent times had privately read lc(5lures

on univerfity learning, in private places, to the fons

of the nobility and gentry. It was pleaded, that

it had been a common pra(51ice to read lectures

publicly, as well as privately, as in Grefliam and

Sioi\ Colleges : and it was argued that the prefs

was a more public mode of teaching than vocal
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readino-; yet the guilt of perjury or of offending

againft the univerfuy oath had never been imputed

to thcjfc who publiihed books of philofophy. An

aroument againft conllruing the oath as an obliga-

tion to refrain from giving any indruflion, either

public or private, out of the univerfity, was alfo

drawn from the confequences which v/ould be

involved in it; confequences criminal and prejudi-

cial. It would oblige fome men to hide their talents,

and others not to provide for their own houfes by

the application of that learning, in the acquifition

of which they had probably fpent their portions.

It would oblige many to educate their children in a

way contrary to their own confciences, or in their

apprehenfions, confidering the temptations at the

univerfities, under circumftances hazardous to the

morals of youth ; or otherwife to withhold from

their fons all opportunities of making attainments in

literature. And it v/ould imply an obligation to

take up their morals and religion on the authority

of the univerfuy; an implicitnefs incongruous with

the privileges, and repugnant to the principles of

proteftants.*

On thefe principles, thofe of the ejected minillers,

who opened academies, though they had graduated

at one of the univerfities and taken this oath, vin-

dicated themfelves from the reflections cad upon their

condu£l:, ^md endeavoured to expofe the iniquity and

illegality of the proceffes commenced againft them.

• See thefe arguments more fully ftated in Calamy's Continuatioaj

Tol. i. p. 177—197; vol ii. p. 73a—73i»
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Among thofe who engaged in the education of

youth, and prefided over feminaries with reputation

and fuccefs, were Mr. Woodhoufe, Mr. Warren,

Mr. Morton, Mr. Frankland, Mr. DooHttle, Mr.

Shuttlewood, Mr. Veal.

No. I. Mr. Woodhouse^s Academy,

Mr. Woodhoufe, though not ejected, not being

fixed at that time in any place as a minifler, was

filenced by the Afl of Uniformity, while he refided

in Nottinghamfliire, He afterwards married a lady

of good fortune, the daughter of Major Hubbard

of Leicefterfnire; yet he did not confider himfelf as

excufed from aflive and ufeful exertions, but opened

a fcminary in the manor-houfe at Sheriff hales, near

Shiifnal in Shropfliire, which flourifhed in King

Charles lid's reign, and obtained celebrity. The
mixture of fweetncfs with authority in the govern-

ment of his academy gave him a beneficial influence

over his pupils, whofe (Indies he directed with fin-

gular ability, diligence, and fidelity
; youth from

the moft confiderable families in thofe parts were

placed under his care. At one time his fludents

amounted to between forty and fifty. Many, who
afterwards made an eminent figure in the world as

gentlemen and magiftrates, as well as excellent

divines, were educated by him. He pioufly managed

his houfe as a nurfery for heaven, as well as a fchool

for learning ; and on thofe who were intended for

the^ulpit, he frequently inculcated a faithful, diligent

aim to promote the falvation of fouls, as a matter of

the higheft account. A lift of fomc, who received
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from him the principles of learning and religion,

efpecially of thofe who were alMants and immediate

facctfTors to the ejected minifterSj and who fuftained"

the charafler themfelves with exemplary affiduity in

its duties, does honour to his memory.* When
circumdances led him to break up his feminary, his

mind, which revoked at the thought of an ufelefs

life, was greatly deje^led ; and it was his frequent

lamentation, '^ Now every field is unpleafant, for I

" fear I fliall live to no purpofe." But Providence

foon opened to him a new fphere of fervice, for he

was invited to be paftor of a congregation at Little

St. Helen's, Biihopfgate-ftreet, London j where he dlf-

charged the duties of his miniflry, with affeflion, zeal,

and ufefulnefs, till within a few days of his death,

which took place in 1700. Dr. J. C. Woodhoufe,

the prefent dean of Lichfield, the author of a tranfla-

tion and expofition of the book of the Revelation,

a valuable work, written in the fpirit of true criti-

cifm, is his great grandfon. The late excellent

chridian, and candid biblical critic, Mr. John Simp-

fon, of Bath, v/as defcended from this worthy man,

and by marriage became more cloftly conne6led with

the family of Woodhoufe.

The fludcnts in the feminary at SherilThales

were condu(fl:ed through a courfe of leclures on

logic, anatomy, and mathematics ; beginning ufually

with the firft, and fometimes with one or the

other of thefe branches of knowledge. Thefe

* See Appendix, No. v.; fee Palmer*s Nonconformift's Memorial

vol.ii. p. 297,8; and Thompfon^s Account of Diffenting Aca-

demies, MS. p. I, z.
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were followed by le(5l tires in phyfics, ethics,

and rhetoric. They were heard fucceffively in

Greek and Hebrew, at other times of the day or

week. A hiw le<fiure was read one day in the

week to thofe who had entered at the Inns of Court,

or were dcfigned for the law: and they who were

intended for the pulpit were condu6led through a

courfe of theological reading. All the lludents were

obliged to read, in natural theology, Grotius de

Veritate Chriflian^ Relieionis, condruin^ it and

giving the fenfc of it as one of their Latin authors

:

to this fucceeded the reading of Wilkins's " Principles

" of Natural Religion,*' Fleming's " Confirming
'' Work," Baxter's '' Reafons of the Chriilian Re-
*' ligion,^' Bates " on the Exiftence of God, Im-

»* mortality of the Soul, and Divinity of the Chriftian

" Religion," and Stillingfleet's '* Origines Sacrse,'*

with parts of Bochart. In logic they began with

Burgedicius; which was gone through a fecund time

with Heereboord's Commentary: Sanderfon, VVallis,

Ramus, and his commentator Downam, were re-

commended to their private perufal. The mathema-

tical authors, through which they were condudled,

were principally Gakruchius, Leybourn, Moxon,
Gunter, Gaffendi, and Euclid's Elements, which

were read late. In geography, Eachard, and in

hiftory, PuiTendcrf, furnilhed the text books. In

natural philofophy, the authors read and explained

were Fleerebord, Magirus, De Carte's " Principia,'*

Rhegius, Rohault, and De Stair, for both old and

new phyfics. In anatomy, with Gibfon was joined

q^2
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the pcrufal of Blancardi Anatomla Reformata, and

Bartliollne. The writers adopted to guide them in

their ethical (tudies were Euftachius, Whitby, More,

and Heereboord's " Colleg. Ethic." And in me-

taphyfics, Froamenius, Facchseus, and Baronius;

to whom were added, Blank's '* Thefes," and Da,

venant or Ward's " Detcrminationes." In Rhetoric,

they were affifted by Radau, Quin£liHan, and Voffius.

In law, they read " Do£lor and Student," Littleton's

" Tenures," or Coke on Littleton. In theology,

the authors read and explained were the Weftminfter

AiTembly's " Confeflion of Faith," and '' Larger

"Catechifm," Corbet's *' Humble Endeavour,'*

RufTonius's "Compendium of Turretin." Thefewerc

followed by Calvin's " Inftitutes," Pareus on Urfm,

Baxter's *' End of Controverfy, and Methodus

« Theologlx," Williams's « Gofpel Truth/' Lc

Blane's " Thefes," and Dixon's " Therapeutica

« Sacra."

In all le£l:ures, the authors were ftridlly explained

and commonly committed to memory, at leaft as to

the fenfe of them. On one day, an account of the

le^lure of the preceding day was required before a

new le(rture was read ; and on Saturday a review of

the leflures of the five days before was delivered.

When an author had been about half gone through,

they went that part over again ; and fo the fecond

part palTed under a fecond perufal : fo that every one

author was read three times. And after this they

exercifed one another by queftions and problems on

the mofL difficult points that occurred.
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Practical exercifes accompanied the courfe of

le<flures; and the (tudems were employed at times

in furveying land, compofing almanacks, making

fun-dials of different conftruclions, and diife^ting

animals. On one day of the week Latin, Greek,

and Hebrew nouns and verbs were publicly declined

in the le6lure room: difputations, after a logical form,

were holden on Friday afternoon : they were accus-

tomed to Englifh compofition under the form of

letters and fpeeches: and the (ludents defigned for

the miniftry, according to their feniority, were prac-

tifed in analyfmg fome verfes of a pfalm or chapter,

drawling up fl<:eletons or heads of fermons, and (hort

fchemes of prayer and devotional fpecimens ac-

cording to Bidiop Wilkins's method; and were

called on to pray in the family on the evening of

the Lord's day, and to fet pfalms to two or three

tunes. On the Saturday evening a didactical or

polemical le£lurc in divinity, either on Wollebius's

" Compendium Theologize," or on Ames's " Me-
" dulla Theologise," was read by the tutor to

the fenior clafs~; and the clafs was required to

give the literal fenfe of the author. On the

Lord's day morning, at the time of family prayer,

another leClure on divinity took place, when the

junior clafs gave an account of fome portion of

Vincent's " Expofition of the AlTembly's Shorter

" Catechifm," reprefenting the fenfe of the author;

on which the tutor enlarged, as the occafion dictated

and the fubjeCt required. Once a year there was

a repetition of all the grammars, efpecially of the
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Oxford Latin Grammar, by all the (ludents. The

Hebrew was taught by Bythner*s " Grammar" and

" Lyra/^ as well adapted to each other.*

No. 2. Mr. Warren's Academy,

Mr. Matthew Warren, of Oxford Univerfity,

the younger fon of Mr. John Warren, a gentleman

of good fortnne at Otterford in Devon, being

ejected from the chapehy of Downhead in Somer-

fetfhire, foon engaged, at the importunity of feme

friends, in the honourable literary employment of

educating youth for ihe Chriftian miniflry ; and, after

* From MS. papers with which John WoodhoufeCrompton, t{<^^.^

of Birmingham, favoured the author. Among them is a certificate

of the ordination of Mr. WilHam Woodhoufe, of Rearfby, in the

county of Leicefter, aift of Augufl 1702. This gentleman was

the fon of the tutor. It is a document which fhews the

praflice of the day, and the idea then entertained of the nature and

efficiency ofthe fervice. It runs thus: " Forafmuch as Mr. WiHiam
** Woodhoufe, of Rearfby, in the county of Leicefter, has de(ired

*' to enter orderly, according to the rules of the gofpel, into the facred

" office of the miniftry, and has requefted us, whofe names are

** under-written, folemnly to inveft him with the miniflerial authority,

<' and knowing him to be found and orthodox in his judgment, of ^
** pious and unblameable life, andfuHicient minifterial abilirys, (no

** exception being made againft his ordination and admifiion,) we
<* have approved him, and proceeded folemnly to fet him apart to

" the office of a prefbyter, and all the parts and duties belonging to

<* it, with faftlng, prayer, and impofition of hands, and do, fo far

" as concerns us, impower him to perform all the offices and

** dutys of a minifter of Jefus Chrift. In witnefs whereof we have

»* hereunto fet our hands this twenty-firfl day of Auguft, anno

'* Dom. i7ca.
*' JOHN DOUGHTY, Minifter of the Gofpel.

" MICHAEL MATTHEWS, Minifter ofthe Gofpel.

"SAMUEL LAWRENCE, Minifter of the Gofpel.'
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meeting with many difficulties and moleflations in the

reigns of Charles II. and James II. he was for many

years at the head of a flourifhiiig academy at Taun-

ton in Somerfetlhire. He was generally acknow-

ledged to be well qualified for his office as tutor, by

a good ihare of uferul learning; and by humility,

modefly, and good humour, which were diflinguifliing

traits in his character, peculiarly adapted to the

various temper and genius of young perfons, and to

conciliate the affeftions of his pupils. Convinced of

the great importance, and even neceffity, for the con-

du£l of future life, of furniffiing the youthful minds

with principles of morality, he directed his particular

attention to the improvement of his pupils' under-

ftandings in that part of learning. In reading lec-

tures he had the happy art of explaining things,

even to the lowed capacities. He had been himfelf

educated in the old logic and philofophy, and v/as

little acquainted with the improvements of the new;

yet it was experinve of liberality of mind and good

fcnfe, that he encouraged his pupils in freedom of

enquiry, and in the {ludy of thofe authors who were

better fuited to gratify the love of knowledge and

truth, even though they differed from the writers on

whom he had formed his own fentiments. While

Burgerfdicius or Derodon, and in ethics Euftacius,

were ufed as text-books in the Ie61ure-room ; Locke,

Le Cierc, and Cumberland were guides to jud think,

ng, clofe reafoning, and enlightened views, in their

clofets. Mr. Warren was never conddcnt or im-

pofing; never vehement or rigid in his own opinion;
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but open to argument, and difpofed to prefer the

judgment of others to his own. He was reckoned

among the moderate divines of the day : ever (lu-

dious of the things that make for peace, and pro-

mote chrifiian harmony and love. He encouraged

the free and critical ftudy of the fcripiures. Many
young gentlemen, who afterwards filled civil Rations

with refpeflability and worth, and others who ap-

peared in the miniftry with credit and ufcfulnefs^

were educated under him. The name of Mr. Grove,

whofe genius, charafter, and talents were formed in

his feminary, is alone fufEcient to do honour to its

prefidcnt.§ Mr. Warren died in 1706.

No. 3. Mr. Charles Morton^s Academy.

Mr. Charles Morton, eje6led from the re£lory of

Bhiland in Cornwall, of VVadham college, Oxford,

was defcended from an ancient family at Morton in

Nottinghamfliire, the feat of J. Morton, fecretary

to King Edward III. He was a general fcholar, but

was particularly eminent for his knowledge of the

mathematics; on which account he was -greatly

valued by Dr. Wilkins, the warden of the college

of which he was a fellows After his ejeflment he

removed to a fmall tenement, his own property, in the

parifli of St. Ives, where he refidcd till the fire of

London, in which he fuflained great lofs. He was

folicited by feveral friends to undertake the indruc-

$ Palmer's Nonccnformift's Memorial, vol. ii. p. 358; Grove's

Works, preface, vol. i. p 14; and Sprint's Funeral Sermon for War-
ren, p, 45, 46,5c. Appendix, No, v.
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tion of youth in -academical learning, for which he

had extraordinary qualifications. With this view he

fettled at Newington Green, He had a peculiar

talent of winning youth to the love of virtue and

learning by the pleafantnefs of his converfation, and

by a familiar way of making difficult fubjecls eafily

inteliigible. He drew up fyflems of the feveral arts

and fciences for the ufe of his pupils, which he ex-

plained in his leflures, and which the (Indents copied.

One, entitled Eiitaxia^ exhibited the principles of

policy exactly correfpondent to the Englifh Confhi-

tution ; afferting at once the rights and honour of

the crown, and the liberties of the fubjefi-. It traced

the original of all government to the inditution of

God; enforced from the fubje£l love to the pcrfon

of the king, obedience to the laws, and a dutiful

fubmiffion to legal taxes for the fupport of the crown

and the laws. It confirmed the ordinary method of

fuccefilon; and in cafe of total fubverfion or failure,

gave a right to the ordines regni to reflore the con-

flitution, by the extraordinary call of fome perfon to

the throne. It is pronounced by one who had feen

it to have been fo compleat, ingenious, and judicious

a fyftem, as to be equal, if not fuperior, to any printed

compofition of the kind. He alfo drew up a Com-

pendium of Logic, which was the text book in Har-

vard college, after he became prefident of that

American feminary, till it was fuperfeded by one on

a more improved plan by Mr. Brattle, minifi:er of the

church in Cambridge. A copy of each, as rare

fpecimens of American literature are preferved in the
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cabinet of the hiftorical fociety. A great many

young minifters were educated by him, as well as

other good fcholars; and numbers of each clafs

were afterwards very ufeful in church and ftate;

and the feminary was marked by an univerfal

fentiment of refpe£l for the great and excellent

meu of the epifcopal order, and an emulation

of their virtues. Mr. Morton himfelf was a

pious, learned, and ingenious man; of a fweet na-

tural temper, and a generous public fpirit; an inde-

fatigable friend, beloved and valued by all that

knew him. After having appeared in the chara(51er

of a tutor with reputation for twenty years, he

was fo harafled with procefTes in the ecclefiaftical

court, that he found himfelf conflrained to relin-

quifli it; and being under great apprehenfions for

the interefts o^ the nation, he emigrated to New
England in 1685, and was chofen paftor.of achurch

in Charlellown, over againil: Boflion, andvice-pre-

fident of Harvard college. Mr. Morton died April

1697, in the 80th year of his age. In the Philofo-

phical Tranfadtions of the Royal Society there is a

trcatife of his, entitled " A Difcourfe on improving

" the county ot Cornwall ;" the feventh chapter of

which is on fea fand for manure. He publiflied

feveral fmall treatifes, as he was an enemy to large

volumes, and often faid, Meyos, l3tl3Xiov f/.eya, KccKoVy

" a great book is a great evil." Dr. Calamy has

prcferved, befides his vindication of himfelf and

brethren from the charge of perjury, on account of

teaching univerfity learning, " Advice to Candidates
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" for the Miniflry, under the prefcnt difcouraging

*' circumdances." It was drawn up in the reign of

Charles II. but deferves the frequent perufal and

fcrious aitemion of thofe who bear that chara6ler in

theprefent day. Both thefe pieces afford proofs of

the talents and excellent fpirit of the author. It is

to be regretted that only few names of his lludent^

are come down to us.*

No. 4. Mr, Richard Frankland's Academy,

Mr. Richard Frankland, being ejected from a

le^lurefhip at Bifliop's-Aukland in the county of

Durhran, was bom in 1630, at Rathmill in the

parilli of Giglefwick in Craven, a divifion of the

Well: Riding of Yorkfhire; and received his claifical

learning at a famous fchool there. In 1647 ^^ ^^^

entered a (ludent in Chrift college, Cambridge, of

which Dr. Sam, Bolton was mailer; where he made

a good proficiency in human and facred literature,

and imbibed a deep fenfe of religion. There he took

the degree of mafter of arts; and on his removal

from college, after a fliort refidence at Hexham on

an invitation thither, he fucceffively preached at

Haughton-le^Spring, Lancheder, and Billiop's Auk-

land. The liviiis: of Aukland-St.-Andrew's, which

was a valuable one, was prefented to him by Sir

* Palmer's Nonconformlft's Memorial, vol. i. p. 273, 4; Ca-

lamy's Account, p. 144; Continuation, vol. i. p. 176—211; Dr.

Eliot's American Biographical Dictionary, article Morton ; Sam.

Palmer's Defence of the Education in DifTenting Academies, p. 10;

and Vindication of the Diffenters, in anfwer to Mr. Wefley's De-

fence, &c. 4to. i705,p. 51—54; Appendix No. v.
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Arthur Haflerig. It is a teftimony that he was well

known, and that his learning and character were

cdeemed, that when the Protestor Cromwell had

erefted a college for academical learning at Durham, in

1657, Mr.Frankland was fixed upon to be a tutor in it.

By the dedru^lion of the inditution at the Reflora-

tion he lofl the office; and the A6i: of Uniformity,

with which he rcfufed to comply, though folicited to

it by BifliopCofins with a promife of preferment,

excluded him from his living; and he retired to his

own eflate at Rathmill. Here the perfuafions of

friends prevailed with him to open a private academy;

and fo much was he encouraged in this liberal em-

ployment of his talents, that in the fpace of twenty-

nine years three hundred young gentlemen had

received their education under him. In the mean

time he repeatedly changed the place of his abode;

but (till carried on his academy wherever he went.

In 1674 he removed to Natland, near Kendal, in

Weflmoreland, on an invitation to become the rai-

nifler of a church there. By the haraffing opera-

tion of the five-mile aci-, he was oblig^ed to leave

that place, and removed in fuccefilon to Dawfonfold

in the fam^e county, to Harthurrow in Lancaihire,

to Calron in Craven in Yorkfliire, to AtterclilTe

near ShefiTield, and again to Rathmill. He had the

reputation of being an acute mathematician, an

eminent divine, fii^acious in the deteflion of error,

and able in the defence of truth, and a folid inter-

preter of fcripture; a zeal to promote the gofpel in

all places, united with great moderation, humility of

mindj and aiBibility of deportment, liberality to the
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poor, and an amiable attention to all relative duties,

formed in his character leading features. He was

generally beloved, and very ufefulj yet his patience

and fortitude were tried by many and various troubles:

and even after the Revolution to his death in 1698,

when he was 68 years of age, there was fcarcely a

year paifed in which he did not meet whh fome

diiturbance. Dr. Latham has given us a lift of

his pupils.f

No. 5. Mr. Doolittie's Academy*

Mr. Doollttle, A. M. of Pembroke hall, Cam-

bridge, was a native of Kidderminfter; and ejedled

from the rectory of St. Alphage, London Wall.

He firft opened a boarding-fchpol in Moorfields,

which was much encouraged and patronifed \ he

had twenty-eight pupils, when that malignant

fever, called the plague, broke out ; on this he

removed to Woodford bridge on Epping foreft.

Upon a licenfe granted by King Charles II. in 1672,

he returned to the vicinity of the city, became the

paftor of a large congregation in Monkwell-ftreet;|

t Calamy's Account, p. 284—»88; Continuatio«, vol. i. p. 453;
Palmer's NonconformiiVs Memorial, toI. i. p. 488—491; Appendix

No. V.

J This was the firfl meeting-houfe built after the fire of London,

i66z. In the veftry is i^referved, framed and glazed, the royal

licenfe, which Mr. Dcoiittle took out on the declaration of indul-

gence granted to the nonconformifts in 1672, lignedby his Majefty's

command, Arlington, It is thought to be the only memorial of the

kind exifting in the city.—See Wilf:^n's DifTenting Churches, vol.

iii. p. 186, 187; where the author has given an exad copy of it,

fpr the fatisfadion of the curious.
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and fct up a feminary on a more extenfive plan at

Iflington, to educate young meu for the minlftry;

in which he had the ailiftance of Mr, Thomas Vin-

cent, M. A. of ChriO:- church, Oxford, ejected from

St. Mary Magdalen, Milk-{i:reet, London; a gentle-

man well qualified for the office. When the Oxford

A6t paffed, he removed to Wimbledon; and his lec-

tures were privately attended by feveral of his pupils,

who accommodated themfelves with lodgings in the

neighbourhood. Among the names of thofe who
ftudied under him are fome who afterwards made a

figure, and foared above the lelTons they had received

in the academy. Mr. Doolittle, though a very

worthy and diligent divine, was not very eminent

for compafs of knowledge or depth of thought.*

No. 6. Mr, J obi Shuttlewood^s Academy*

Mr. John Shuttlewood, A. B. of Chrift college,

Cambridge, born at Wymefwold, Leiceiferiliire,

Jan. 3, 1631, was ejei^led from Raunilon and Hoofe,

in the fame county. He was a confiderable fufferer

for his nonconformity; for not only was he deprived

of his living, but was haralTcd with various profecu-

tions, which obliged him to frequent removals; fomc*

times takinghis abode in I-eiceflerfliire, and fometimes

refiding in Northamptonlhire : yet he could not

fecure his perfon from imprifonment, nor evade the

feizure ot his goods. His health was miKli aire£l:cd

* Palmer's Nonconforir-Iil's Memorial, to!, h p. 80—88; M;itth,

Henry's Life, p. a;; Emiyn's Works, vol. i.
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and injured by his minifterial labours in incommo-

dious places and at unfeafonable hours, and by the

evils of perfecution in thofe rigorous and cruel

times. His troubles, however, did not prevent his

keeping a feminary at Salby, near VVelford, North-

amptonfhirc, and at Little Creaton, where he lived,

and died in the year of the Revolution. It appears

from a memorandum in his pocket almanack, '' that

*' fix fludents were added to his feminary in one
" year." It feems to have had a good degree of

reputation, and to have been fometimes flourifhing.

The lift of ftudents which time has tranfmitted down

to us refle(fi3 credit on his academy, if not by the

number of names, yet by eminence of charadlcr to

which they rofe. Mr. Shuttlev;ood was a man of

ability and learning ; an acceptable and ufeful

preacher; much cfteemed not only in the places of

his refidence^ but through the neighbouring country.

Of this the concife but impreilive infcription on his

tombflone was an honourable teftimony; recording

that he was " multum dile«Slus, multum deflendus,"

much beloved, much lamented.* He was the father

cf the dilTenting caufe in that part of Northampton-

fliire, in which he fixed his refidence.

No. 7. Mi\ Samuel Cradtick^s Academy.

Among others, who, when they were filenced by

the Aft of Uniformity^ employed their talents and

* Palmer's Noncouformifl*s Memorial, vol. ii. p. 123

—

1%%', and

Thompfon's MS. Colledions, vol. ii. article Creaton.
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learning for the inftru^lion of youth, Was Mr. Sam.

Cradock, B. D. fellow of Eraanuel college, Cam-

bridge, eje61ed from the rectory of North Cadhury,

Somerfetfliire. The facrifice he made of this va-

luable living to the principle of confcience was com-

penfated to him by the will of a gentleman, to

whom he was next heir, Mr. Walter Cradock, of

Wickham-Brook in Suifolk, who bequeathed his

eftatc to him. He ufed to acknowledge with great

thankfulnefs this allotment of Providence in his

favour/ and on the occafion took for his motto,

*' Nee inpratus nee inutilis videar vixifTe." He went

fome years after and refided in the manfion of his

deceafed friend ; but not to indulge in ufelefs inac-

tivity. For fome years he ufually preached twice

every Lord's day gratuitoufly to the neighbourhood;

and commenced an inftruflor of youth in academical

learning. In the number of thofe v/ho ftudied under

hir^ w^re fome who were afterwards diflinguiflied by

their Rations in life and by worth of charafter. His

leclures were grounded on fyftems of logic, natural

•and moral philofophy, and metaphyfics^ compofed

by himfelf, afid extra£ted out of a variety of authors.

His pupils were obliged to copy them out for their

own ufe ; they confidered this a great drudgery, but

Dr. Calaray, who was one of them, was inclined to

think that the benefits attending this tafk overba-

lanced the inconveniencies and labour of it. Mr.

Cradock treated his pupils in a gentleman like

manner, lived upon his own cRate, kept a good

houfe, and was much refpe£led by all the gentlemen
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around the country. This was the natural confe-

quence of a mind truly catholic, that regarded with

elleem every man for his goodnefs5'"and fecured the

efteem of all that were truly good ; a return for

alTable and courteous manners. His deportment

was condefcending, and his temper forgiving. " We
" had," fays Dr. Calamy, " our innocent diverfioas

" and ufed to ride and vifit any acquaintance we
^« had at Bury, Sudbury, Newmarket, Cambridge,

" and other places in the neighbourhood ; but I

" never knew any thing like debauchery among Mr.
" Cradock's domeilics." His publications remain

as proofs of his folid judgment, digefted thought,

clear method, and unaffected ilyle, as a writer; while

they breathe the fpirit of ferious and manly piety.

His commentaries are dill efteemed as valuable; and

his treatife, entitled, "Knowledge and Pra<5lice,'*

has been recommended as the bed book of its kind

to young minifters.*

Among others who, after they were expelled from

the pulpit, affided the fludies of young men, was

Mr. Edward Veal, of Chrift-church, Oxford, and

aftervv^ards of Trinity college, Dublin ; who at firit

exerclfed his miniflry in Dublin and its vicinity; and

when he was deprived of his fellowfhip for noncon-

formity, became chaplain Co Sir William Waller, in

Middlefex ; and on the death of his patron, fettled

as a miniiler with a congregation in Wapping, and

remained in this conne<^ion to a good old age. The

* Palmer's Nonconformift's Memorial, vol. ii. p. 353, a; Dr.
Calimy's Hiftory of his own Life and Times, MS. ; and Doddridge's
Preaching Le^ures, p. 82, i^mo. 1804.
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infirmities of declining life obliged him to relinquifli

his pulpit and academy fome years before his death,

June 6, 1708, XI. y6. Mr. Nathaniel Taylor, an

eminent and popular preacher, a paftor of the con-

gregation at Salter's hall, called by Dr. DoddridgCj

on account of his vad wit and ftrength of expreflion,

the diflenting Soutb^ who died fuddenly in April

1702, is the only one of thofe who ftudled under

Mr. Veal, whofe name has been delivered down to us.

Others deferve to be mentioned with refpefl, as

afliding the (Indies of youth, efpecially of thofe who

weredefigned for the miniflry; though the records

of the times fupply but very few particulars relative
^

to their mode of inflru^lion, and thofe who enjoyed

the benefit of it. Among thefe was

The excellent Mr. P/jilip Henry; who, after he

was eje^led from Worthenbury, and removed to

Broad Oak, till his death in 1696, frequently received

into his houfe vouno^ gentlemen, who had in other fe-

minaries finillied a courfe of univerfity learning, and

^ were defirous of the benefit of his in{lru£lions and

counfels j and who aflifted in the education of his

own children. One of the firft who joined his family,

in 1668, was Mr. Wm. Turner, of Edmund's Hall in

Oxford, and afterwards for many years vicar of Wal-

burton in SufTex ; a ferious, laborious, and ufeful

preacher; author of an elaborate " Hiftory of all

" Religions in 1695," ^"^ o^" AHiffory of remark-

" able Providences, &c." the plan of which was fug.

gefled by Mr. Matthew Pool. Another, who had

been a commoner in Edmund's Hall, and then purfucd
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his (ludies under Mr. Henry's roof, was his kinfman

Mr. Robert Bczier, a young rnan of pregnant parts,

great application, and exemplary piety; who died of

a fever, in the 23d year of his age, Sept. 13, 1680,

at Mr. Doolitile's, Iflington, into whofe feminary he

had entered himfelf a few weeks before with Mr.

Matthew Henrs^. Mr. Samuel Lawrence, of Nant-

wich, who fpent fome time in Mr. Morton's academ.y,

at Nev/ington Green; Mr. John Wilfon, of Warwick,

pupil alfo of Mr. Thomas Rowe; and Dr. Bcnion,

of Shrewfbury, who fludied likewife at Glafgow,

placed themfelves under the dire£lion of Mr. Henry.

The great thing which he ufed to prefs upon thofc

who were candidates for the miniilry, was to flndy

the fcriptures, and make them familiar. Bonus

iextuarius est bonus theologus was his favourite

maxim. He would fay to them, " you come to me
*• as Naaman did to Elifha, expecting that I fhould do

*' this or that for you; and, alas, I can but fay as he

*' did, Go^ wash in Jordan: Go, ftudy the fcriptures.

" I profefs to teach no other learning but fcripture

*' learning:/' Wich this view it was his cuftom to

recommend to them the ftudy of the Hebrew, and

the ufe of an interleaved bible, into which to tran-

fcribe the expofitions and obfervatlons which might

occur in reading, and which ofteii furpafs thofe that

are to be met with in profcfied commentators.

f

Dr. Tbeophilus Ga/e, the learned author of " The
^' Court of the Gentiles,'^ (who died in 1678, and

t Theological and Biblical Magazine, vol. vii. p. 34;; Philip

Henry's Life, p. 128, 1699.

R 2
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exprefTed his liberal zeal for the encouragement of

learning by leaving all his real and perfonal eflate

for the education of poor fcholars, and by the bequeft

of the philofophical part of his well-chofen library

to (tudents at home, and all the refl of it to Har-

vard college, New England,) opened an academy

about the year 1666, at Newington Green; for the

dire<Siion of which he was eminently qualified by his

deep and univerfal learning. Mr. John Alhwood,

a pious and excellent man, whofe life was written by

Mr. Thomas Reynolds ; and Mr. Thomas Rowc,

and Mr. Benoni Rowe, to whofe names celebrity is

attached, ftudied under him.

Dr. Henry LaTigley, a judicious and folid divine,

fellow of Pembroke college, Oxford, afterwards ap-

pointed mafter by ordinance of Pari lament in 1647^

and in the next year made canon of Chrift-church;

when at the Refloration he was deprived of both

thefe preferments by the vifitors, retired to Tubney^

near Abingdon, and inflrufled young men in acade-

mical learning. He died Sept. 10, 1679. Mr.

James Waters, of Uxbridge, whofe daughter married

Mr. Mafon, the author of the treatife on " Self

'' Knowledge,'* commenced his ftudies under Dr.

Langley.*

Mr. John Maiden, eje£led from Newport In Shrop-

fhire, a man of great learning, an excellent Hebre-

cian, and a folid preacher, as well as exemplary for

piety and deep humility, afterwards kept a private

academy near Whitchurch, in the fame county, and

* Theological and Biblictl Magazine, ut ante, p. 349.
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had under his care many young men of great pro-

mife; among others Mr. Samuel Lawrence, after he

left Mr. Henry, at the time of his death on May 23,

1 68 1, a^t. 60.*

Dr. Obadiah Grew^ €]e£tcd from St Michael's,

Coventry, after the grant of public liberty, added

to his minifterial labours the tuition of fome young

men for the miniftry -, an employment for which he

was as eminently qualified by folid learning, fedatenefs

of temper, and courteous manners, as by regular

piety and great candour. His death terminated his

ufeful exertions, 0£>. 22, 1689. Mr. Samuel Pom-

fret, a pious and popular preacher in London, who

formed a church of his own gathering about the end

of the 1 7th century, and which confided of more

than 800 communicants, fome years before his

death, on nth Jan. 1721—22, commenced his

academical ftudies under Dr. Grew.

Mr. Thos. Shewell, M. A. a native of Coventry,

educated in the Univerfity of Cambridge, and

eje^led by the Act of Uniformity from the vicarage

of Lenham in Kent ; fucceeded Dr. Grew in his two

charafters of paftor and tutor, and conducted his

academy till his death, Jan. 19, i693.§

Dr. Joshua Oldfieldt who had been a fludent in

Chrift's college, Cam.bridge, on fettling at Coventry

as fucceffor to Mr. Shewill, followed the fleps of

his predeceffors in teaching academical learning, and

purfued this literary employment here for a con-

• Theological and Biblical Magazine, ut ante, p» 3 1 1

.

> Idem, p. 313.
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confiderable time with great reputation, till his

removal to London in 1700; where he rcfumed

it, in coDJnnclion with other learned divines ; though

during his refidence at Coventry lie met with much

oppoiiiion from the fpiritual courts. lie was

afhfted in his labours as a tutor by his co-pafior

Mr. Tong.§

Mr. Henry Newcoine^ of Manchelter, who had

been forced to remove to Ellenbrook by the Oxford

A£i:, when he had liberty to licenfe a place of

worfhip in 1672, united with the character of the

paftor that of the teacher of academical literature ; -or

which he was well qualified, by his great proficiency

in philofophy and theology, and by his eafe and

freedom in communicating from his (lores of ac-

quired knowledge. After his death in 1695, Mr.

John Chorlton, a native of Salford, near Manchefler,

a ftudent under Mr. Frankland, and firft afTiftant

and then fucceflbr to Mr. Newcome in his paftoral

office, alfo engaged in the liberal employment of

educating candidates for the miniftry.*

Mr. James Con'mgham^ M, A. educated in the

Univerfity of Edinburgh, taught academical learn-

ing firftat Penrith in Cumberland, where he began

his miniftry ; and on removing to Manchefler in

1700, to be co-pador with Mr. Chorlton, united

with him in his literary labours of tuition. He had

to contend with perfons inimical tothediffenters, after

Mr. Chorlton's death in 1705, and was profecuted

hy government for keeping an academy. This

§ Theo. and 3ib. Magazine, p. 31^, 313. * Id, p. 348, 349*
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feminary appears to have been broken up on Mr.

Coningham's removal to London to fucceed Mr.

Stretton, in 17 12.*

Mr. Ralph Button, B. D. canon of Chrift-church,

Oxford, and orator of the Uuiverfity, who loft both

his preferments at the Reftoration, though he had

celebrated that event in a Hebrew and Latin poem;

ihould be mentioned as one of thofe who devoted

their time and talents, when laid afide^from their

labours as minifters, to the laudable employment of

training up youth in fcicnce and literature. After

he v/as expelled from his pofts in the univerfity*

he removed with his family to Breniford, v/here he

was induced by the perfuafion of two gentlemen,

who were knights, privately to inftruci: tiieir fons;

for which he was cafl: into gaol, and fullered an im-

prifonment of fix months. On the indulgence, he

remiOved to Illington, and opened a private academy.

Mr. Baxter adds to an encomi'im on his moral and

religious characler, that be was an excellent fcholar.

In the earlier part of his life he had been an eminent

tutor in Exeter college ; to a vacant fellowfliip in

which he had been previouily chofen by the recom-

mendation of Dr. Prideaux, its redor, in 1633.

In 1642 be removed to London, on the breaking

out of the civil wars, and had been ele^^ed profeiTor

of geometry in Grediam college. Thefe fituations

had prepared him for private tuition, and were

proofs of his literary qualifications. He died

in 1680, Among his pupils were Mr. Samuel

* Theological and Biblical Magazine, ut ante, p. 348, 349*
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Pomfret, who finiflied his (tudies under him; Mr.

King, of Wellingborough ; and Sir Jofeph Jekyll,

the Ton of a clergyman ; afterwards, as Mr.

Whifton delineates his character with force and

concifenefs, " the mod excellent and upright

*' Mafler of the Rolls." He was difiinguifhed by his

difmterefled and fleady attachment to the caufe of

civil and religious liberty, and by the patronage he

afforded to facred literature and its friends. Inliances

of this were a penfion of 50I. per annum to Mr.

Whillon, and an annual falary to Mr. Chubb,

whom, before he fell into a fceptical (late of mind,

Mr. -'Whifton had introduced to him. To Sir

Jofeph Jekyii were dedicated, by their refpective

authors, Bi(hop Butler's Sermons preached in the

Rolls chapel, and Mr. Lowman's Paraphrafe and

Notes on the Revelation.

Mr. JVillidm IVickens^ dated by Calamy to have

been ejesfliedfrom St. Andrew Hubbard, Little Ead-

chcap, London, though at the Redoration it (liould

kem he was not in poiTeiTion of that living, but

preacher at the Poultry Compter, is in the lid of

thofe who prefided over private academies at New-

ington Green; where he preached to a fmall con-

gregation till within two years of his death, Sept.

22, 1699, an. (S5. Ii maybe concluded, that he

was eminently qualified to ailid theological ftudies,

from his familiar acquaintance with the Old and

New Ttdarnents in the original languages, fo that in

his clofet he feldom had recourfe to any tranflation.

His favourite dudy, next to the Holy Scripturej,
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was oriental learning, efpecially the Jewifli laws and

cudoms, in the knowledge of which he had few

equals.*—Mr, Stepheii Lobb^ fon of Richard Lobb,

efq; high fheriff of Cornwall, and member of parlia-

ment for St. Michael in that county, in 1659 ; (who
was the paftor of an independent congregatipn in

Fetter, London, and made a confpicuous figure among

the dilTenters during the reign of James II. and had

a great (liare in the controverfy with Dr. Williams;)

is not to be forgotten in the enumeration of thofe

who dire6led the ftudies of candidates for the mi-

niftry. He is faid to have enjoyed every advan-

tage of not only a pious but liberal education, firft

commenced in a diflenting academy, and then com-

pleted in Holland ; to have polTeiTed a difcerning

penetrating fpirit, a firm and found judgment, and

great ftrength of mind ; and to have united with

thefe natural abilities a clofe application to (tudy,

and was a great mafter of the art of reafoning.

Thefe qualifications will juftify us in forming a high

edimate of his fitnefs for the province of a tutor.

He died in the vigour of life, Jime3, 1699.—^^»
Francis Glafcock, (a gentleman, it is apprehended, of

Scotch extraction, and educated in one of the uni-

verfities of North-Britain,) ought to be mentioned in

connection with the two preceding names. He was
predecelFor to Dr. Jabez Earle, as paftor of a con-

gregation, which affembled firfl in Drury-lane, and
then in Hanover-flreet, Long-acre. He died in

1706 ; and a few months before his death had been

* Theological and Biblical Magazine, ut ante, p. 374.
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chofen, though aprefbyterian, a Toefday's le£lurer

at Pinner's Hall; wherehe delivered, as well as in his

own pulpit, many elaborate difcourf^s, which difco-

vered not lefs ability, than they exprelTcd zeal in de-

fence of what he judged to be the great do^lrines of

the gpfpel, more efpecially the deity of Jefus Chrift.

On the occafion of the excellent Mr Morton's being

induced by the rigour of the times to feek a fphere

of ufefulnefs and a peaceable afylum in America,

Mr. Glafcock, Mr. Lobb, and Mr. Wickens under-

took to give private le£tures to the (Indents, deprived

of his alTiftance by his emigration, and difpofed to

form themfelves into a clafs; and to others, who,

through the feverity of the times, were deprived of

more public means of improvement. Among thefe,

while others of Mr. Morton's pupils went to Ge-

neva, was Mr. John Beaumont, a native of London,

who received his claffical education in St. Paul's

fchool under the learned Dr. Thomas Gale, with

whom his great love of learning made him a favour-

ite. Mr. Beaumont, when he entered on the office

of the minifler, befides preaching with great accept-

ance at Fareham in Hampfliire, and other places, was

fuccefsful in raifmg and forming three congregations,

one at Swallowfield in Berkfhire, a fecond at Peck-

ham, and a third at Batterfea, In Surrey; and affifted

in gathering another at Chertfea in the fame county;

and was afterwards 32 years paflor of a congre-

gation at Deptford in Kent, where he died in 1730.

Dr.Gale, when he was fit for the univerfity, urged

him, and held out offers to induce him, to enter in
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one of the colleges at Cambridge; v/hich he declined

from conlcientious fcruples on conformity. He was

ordained after the prefbyterian model, July i, 1689,

with Mr. Hughes, of Canterbury, by Dr. Annefley,

Mr, John Reynolds, Mr. Robert Franklin, and Mr.

John Quick. His {iv'l fettlement as a paPcor was at

Batterfea, where he fpcnt five years. His character

as a Chriflian was didinguiflied by an holy, blarae-

iefi:, and inoiTenfive converfation, and by great pa-

tience and refignation under uncommon afflictions
;

and as a divine, by his zeal in alTerting the doctrines

that are called orthodox.*

Mr. BenjaminRohinfon^ who fucceeded Mr. Wood-

houfe in the pailoral connexion in Little St.Helen's,

and was for twenty years 2 minifter of eminence

in London, dying April 30, 1724, in the early days

of his minifliry was engaged in the education of

youth. The foundation of his qualifications for

this province was laid by a confiderable progrefs in

the Latm, Greek, and Hebrew languages, under

Mr. Ogden, a polite fcholar, and mailer of a fchool

in Derby, of which town Mr. Robinfon was a

native; from whofe care he was removed to purfue

academical (ludies under Mr. Woodhoufe. At Fin-

dern, near Derby, where he was folemnly ordained

to the work of the miniftry, in Odi, 1688, he firfl

opened a grammar fchool in 1693. -^^ this fituation

he was highly efteemed by many worthy clergy-

• Theological and Biblical Magazine, ut ante, p. 374—376;

Wilfon's Hiftory of Diflenting Churches, vol. iii. p. 436, 43 7—445 ;

and Dr. A.Taylor's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Beaumont, p. 43^46.
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men and others on account of his learning and good

fenfe, his unaffefted piety and obliging deportment,

ind had offers of preferment in the national church;

yet thefe circumftances, fo honourable to hi . character,

and fo propitious to his purfuits, did not fcreen him

from a citation into the Bilhop of Lichfield and

Coventry's court. But his acquaintance with and

perfonal application to Dr. Lloyd, the bi(hop, and

who afterwards kept up an epiftolary correfpon-

dence with him, foon relieved him from the trouble

of this litigious procefs. Within a few years he

removed to Hungerford in Berkfhire ; where, at the

cameft requefl of hi?, brethren in thofe parts, he

opened an academy. This meafure awakened en-

mity againft him, and a complaint was lodged

againft him with the eminent prelate Bifliop Burnet;

who fent for him, as he paffcd through Hunger-

ford, on the progrefs of a vifitation ; to whom he

gave fuch fatisfaction, both as to his undertaking

and his nonconformity, as paved the way for a

kind intimacy ever after. He is faid to have been

diftinguifhed by a regard to the flri£l and genuine

fenfe of fcripture according to the bed rules of in-

terpretation. Many were educated under him for

theminiflry; and fome younger minifters, fettled in

his neighbourhood, derived great benefit from the

light he caft on fubje<^h in private conference^, and

at quarterly meetings held in Newbury, at which it

was cuflomary to handle on fome theological fubjefl:,

in which mode of difcuffion Mr. Robinfon excelled.

He appears to have been affifted in his academical
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department, for a year or two, by Mr. Edward

Godwin;
II
who had ftudied under the learned Mr.

Samuel Jones, at Tewkefbury, and fettled as a

minifter in Hungerford, and became, in 1722, co-

paflor with Mr. Robinfon, at Little St. Helen's.

To Mr. Godwin's judgment Dr. Doddridge was

indebted for feveral important alterations and im-

provements in the raanufcript of his " Family Ex-
*' pofitor ;" and by his friendly and affiduous fervices

that excellent work was carried through the prefs.

Mr. Robinfon's feminary was broken up by his

removal to London.

Another gentleman ufefully engaged, at this pe-

riod, in plans of education, was Mr. Henry Hickman^

B. D. whom the A£i: of Uniformity deprived of a

fellowfhip in Magdalen college, Oxford ; on which

he went over to Holland. On his return he fixed

his refidence in a retired fituation near Stourbridge

in Worcefterfhire, his native country. Here he

opened a private feminary to read lectures in logic

and philofophy. He had the chara£ler of being a

man of excellent and general learning, a celebrated

preacher, and an acute difputant. The titles of

his publications afford a prefumption of his talents

as a fcholar and a difputant. He was, in the latter

part of his life, minifter of an Englifti church at

Leyden, and died at Utrecht, in a very advanced

age, in 1691 or 2. The names of two of his dif-

ciples are tranfmitted dpwn to thefe times. One

II
Wilfon's Hiftory of DiiTenting Churches, vol. i. p. 38a; DA

Cuniming's Funeral Sermpn for Mr. Robinfon, p. S5fi^»^7*
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was Mr. John Ball, many years the revered rainifler

of a congregation at Honiton in Devon; where he

died May 6, 1745, in the 91 ft year of his age : he

had exercifed his miniftry in this town above half a

century, and preached but a few days before his

death with great fluency and vivacity. He was the

fon of a learned and excellent minider, Mr. Natha-

niel Ball, ejefled from Royflon in Herts. He fpent

fome time under Mr. John Short, alfo the fon of a

minider, eje^led from Lyme-Regis in Dorfetfliire, a

man of learning, and who educated young men

for the miniftry at Lyme and Culliton. Mr. Ball

likewife dudied at Utrecht, with a clofenefs of appli-

cation that brought on a fevere illnefs, and a weak-

nefs of feveral years. He fpoke the Latin tongue

with great fluency, could read any book in Greek

with the fame eafe as in Englifli, and generally carried

the Hebrew pfalter into the pulpit to expound from

it. He could repeat the Pfalms by heart, and feldom

paflTed a day without hearing or reading fix or eight

chapters in the bible. It was his ufual cudom to

pray fix times a day; a learned perfon, not particu-

larly favourable^' to him, owned that " he prayed

" like an apodle."' His great affability and good

temper endeared him to perfons of all parties ; and

for his general knowledge of the world, and face-

tious converfation, his company was edeemcd and

courted. He was liberal to the poor. In his pas-

toral duties he was peculiarly diligent and a^Ttive in

catechifing : and had at one time above two hun-

dred catechumens. A perfon remarkable for his
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bias to delfm faid of him, *' that man Is what a mi-

*' nider fhould be/' Mr. Ball's name will occur

in a fubfequent period of this hiftory. In the per-

fecuiing times of Charles II. and James II. Mr,

Ball was connived at in the education of a (dcCt

number of gentlemen's Tons, whofe fathers did not

accord with him in fentiments ; for he was greatly

beloved by perfons of rank and influence, as \Yell

as of different parties, in the neighbourhood.']:

Another miniil:er, who (iudied a lliort time under

Mr. Hickman, and but a fhort time, on account of

the infirmities of his declining years, was Mr, Tbos.

Cctio?2, M. A. born at or near Workly in York-

fhire. His father was a confiderable iron-mafler in

that county, and noted for his great hofpitality and

kindnefs to the eje£led minifters ; one of whom, Mr.

Spawford, ejecSled from Silkeflone, he received into

his family as tutor to his fon, till his death. Mr.

Cotton removed from Mr. Hickman's academy to

Mr. Frankland*s in Weftmcrland; and finiflied his

academical courfe of ftudies at Edinburgh, about

the year 1677. After this he was engaged to be

chaplain to Lady Sarah Houghton, daughter of the

Earl of Cheilerfield, for about a year, v/hen a fe-

vere illnefs obliged him to leave that fituation.

When he had recovered his health, he preached in

his father's houfe, till perfecution obliged him to

defift. By the advice of his friends, on this ac-

count, he accepted an invitation to go abroad as

t Waldron's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Ball,' p. aa, 23 ; and Pal.

mer's NoRconformifts* Memorial, vol. i. p. 191.
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governor to a young gentleman ; with whom he

fpeirt three years in travelling through feveral parts

of Europe. When they were at Paris, where

during their (lay they attended public worfliip in the

Englifti ambaflador's chapel, and were greatly

pleafed with the ufeful and ferious preaching of Dr.

afterwards Archbiftiop, Wake, they received conti-

nual melancholy accounts of the deplorable ftate of

the protcftants in the fouthern parts of France; and

they were afterwards witneffes to many very afflifl-

ing inftances of perfecution. Affemblies of feveral

thoufands were broken up with floods of tears; the

nearefl relations were rent from one another ; num-

berlefs families wereutterly and barbaroufly deftroyed;

miniders were filcnced, baniflied, or (Iript of all they

had; fome were made Haves, and fome put to themod
cruel deaths. The reports of the perfecution all

over France, which on leaving Paris they received at,

Lyons, were fo diftreihng and lamentable, that they

refolved to turn their courfe to a proteftant country;

and they were quickened in the execution of their

purpofe by the bitter reflections againd the pro-

teftants, and the new infults and threatenings pro-

duced by the intelligence which reached Lyons at

that lime of Monmouth's rout in Eni^land. They
went next to Geneva, where their fympathy was

exercifed, and their minds were afflicted, by frequent

reports of the futlerings of the Vaudois, and the

barbarities pracfifed on them. Mr. Cotton, on

his return to England, continued in the capacity of

a tutor for fome months, as his health was much
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impaired. His income in that conneflion was very

confiderable. His profpe£ls, if he had inclined to

any civil employment, were flattering; and as he was

determined for the minidry, he had the offer of a

good living, with the recommendation of the former

incumbent, as well as the friendfliip of the patron;

and the overture of maintaining a reader to perform

fuch offices as he fliould appoint. But he chofe to

take his lot with the proteftant dilTenters. He was

firft the paftor of a fmall congregation in Hoxioa^

with whom be remamed, under very little encourage-

ment, for five or fix years. He then fpent two or

three years at Ware in HertfordQiire. He removed

thence to fettle with a congregation at St. Giles's in

the Fields, near Great Ruffel-ftreet, Bloomfbury.

He was very ufeful and laborious; and when his

health permitted, befides preaching, he expounded

in the forenoon, and catechifed in the afternoon.

He alfo fupplied as chaplain to the two Ladies

Ruffell, the widows of Lord Robert and Lord James,

which engaged much time and attendance. *' He was

a man of good ufeful learning, without (hew ; of

great piety and ferioufnefs, without auflerity and

morofenefs ; and of great regularity in his whole

behaviour, without being troublesome to any body.

His deportment (hewed the chriftian, the minifler,

and the gentleman. He was a folid preacher, and

had a very happy talent of fuiting his difcourfes to

particular perfons and occafions. " From him I

" learnt," faid his nephew. Dr. Wright, ** in aman-
" ner that I have reafon to be thankful for, that
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*' application is the very life of preaching. The
fcenes of dragooning and perfecution, of which he

had been a witnefs, made hiin an enemy to fubfcrip-

tions to human articles of faith; and gave him a

lively conviflion of the neceflicy cf maintaining the

great proteftant principle,—the right of private judg-

ment. Mr. Cotton died in 1730.

* In the " Memoirs" of his travels, written for his own ufe, he

related many affefting fcenes of this kind, of which he was afpec-

tator at Ludun, Poiftou, and Saumure. At Poi6tou, in particular,

he was exceedingly moved with the vaft numbers at their laft public

worfhip, and the great difficulty with which the minifter pronounced

the bleffing, when all broke out into a flood of tears. The laft

religious affenibly on a le6lure-day at Saumure, Mr. Cotton could

never recollect without lively emotions : the congregation all in

tears, the finging of the laft pfalm, the pronouncing of the blefling,

and afterwards all the people palling before their minifters to receive

their benedidlions, were circumftances he wanted words to defcribe.

The minifters and profeflbrs were banifhed; and he attended them

to the vefTel in which they failed. The affefling fight of the valt

alTemblage which formed the church at Charenton, and of fuch

numbers devoted to baniftiment, flavery, and the moft barbarous

deaths, was a fpedacle that overpowered the mind. The ftay at

Saumure hadbeen very pleafant, and the agreeable acquaintance they

had formed in that town invited their continuance in it, till it be-

came a fcene of great danger and afflidlion ; efpecially after an order

was ilTued to require all ftrangers, particularly the Englifh, to ac-

company and alTift the fevere proceedings againft the proteflants.

When the governor received authoritative dirc6lions to fee their

church demoliflied, the tearing down of that temple was extremely

diftrefling; the very graves were opened, and the utnvoft ravages

committed. The deftrudtion of it was attended with a remarkable

occurrence, which Mr. Cotton recorded as an inftance of the con-

tradi6tory interpretations which the fame aft of Providence may
receive, according to the different principles of thofe who pafs

their opinion on it. A perfon who was ambitious to have his

daughter pull down the firft ftoneofthc church, had her takea

froni him a few days after by death. The parent and others of hi?
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Thefe hiflorical gleanings concerningthe academical

inftitutions of the fir(l Nonconformifts, few and im-

perfeft as they may be deemed, are fufficient to ex-

pofe the iniquity and folly of the. times. The ne-

ceffity of fuch inftitutions arofe from the fpirit of

intolerance, which had excluded from the church,

and from the univerfities, fo many men of learning

and talents. The vexatious and continued profecu-

tions which purfued them into the retirements of

fcience and literature, Ihewed a virulence and malig-

nity of temper. It was great injuftice to debar men
from the honourable and pacific employment of

their acquirements, genius, and intellefl: an employ-

ment highly ufeful to the community, and in many
inftances neceffary to the fupport of themfelves and

their families, as well as affording a folace, whea
lilenced, as minifters. Itj heightened this injuftice,

done not to them only but to the whole body of

dilTenters, that the law made the univerfities the

property of one perfuafion ; and rendered private

peifuafion looked upon her death as a fpeedy call to heaven, in reward
of fo meritorious an ad; the perfecuted proteftants regarded it as

a juft and very afFeding judgment. On his journey from Poii^ou

Mr. Cotton was deeply impreffed by the agitations of mind and
the expreffions of an old gentleman who came into an Inn nearly at

the fame inftant with him, who ftood leaning on his ftaff, and
fhaking his head, and weeping, cried out, " Unhappy France! Ii I

" and mine were but now entering into fome country of refuge and
" fafety, where we might have liberty to v/orfhip God according

<* to our confciences, I (hould think myfelf the happieft man in the
** world, though I had only r/6//7?^^in my hand." This perfon

was found to be the eldell fon of a very confiderable family, and
poffeffed of a large eflate. Dr. Wright's Sermon on the death

of the Rev. Thomas Cotton, p. 34—36, noter.

S 2
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academies neceflary for the youth, who were excluded

by the A£l of Uniformity from being candidates

for the degrees and preferments of thofe feminaries,

and from the advantages of being (ludents in them,

but on the condition of conformity. This condud

was in reality repugnant to the fpirit and defign of

the A£t of Toleration. The dilTenters were allowed

by that a£l: the juft liberty of worfhipping God ac-

cording to their own confciences; and in the firfl

inftance the benefit of a miniftry of their own

choofmg ; but thefe feverities, by which the educa-

tion of their youth was obftru^Sled, if not abfolutely

prevented, went to preclude them from the enjoy-

ment of a fuccelTion of miniflers of learning and

ability. With great inconfiftency the end was

granted, but the means of attaining the end were

denied to them.

As in all cafes, fo in this, the meafures dictated by

a fpirit of perfecution were not only unjufl: but im-

politic. The evil and mifchief was not confined to

the dilTenters ; it aj5e£led the interefl? of the nation,
' J .,1.

on which it had an unfavourable afpe£l, by obliging

the more opulent, at a great expence, and at the riik

of imbibing fentiments not congenial to the Eoglifh

manners and conftiuuion, to fend their youth abroad

for education. It affedled the interefts of literature.

Where a competition of religious parties ex ids,

there is arivalihip in the means of giving fupport to

and relle<Sling honour on each. " Vv^hile rhe pro-

" teflant religion was publicly profclTed in France,

'* learning fiourilhed there. After the revocation
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«^ of the edia of Nantz, literature declined. The

^'priefts having none to expofe their ignorance,

" grew lazy and fenfual. Where a ftri6l unifor-

*« mity has been required, and no diflenters tolerated,

"
it has been obferved, learning is at a low ebb, as

^^ in Italy and Spain.''*

SECTION II.

The different Sects of Dissenters at the

Revolution*

THE name at firft given to the diflentients

from the Church of England, after the re-eflab]ifl>

ment of the Reformation from Popery, in the reign

of Queen Elizabeth, was that of Puritans. It was

beftowed by way of reproach ; though it arofe from

a laudable defire in them to advanee^he Reformation,

both as to the forms of worfhip and the difcipline of

the church, to a purer flandard than was agreeable

;o the views of the dominant party of proteftanis,

and to the tafle and principles of the queen. Num-

bers of them were refugees,- who, to efcape the fury

of perfecution in the preceding reign, had fled into

foreign countries, particularly to Frankfort. There

• Moderation, a Virtue. By James Owen, ad part, P99,
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they imbibed fentiments, which they brought into

their native land, on their return to it under the

aufpices of a proteilant princefs's acceffion to the

throne, and which involved the =i in tbofe concells

and divifions that gave rife to the name, and even-

tually terminated in a feceffion from the church. In

early periods of the Reformation, feveral quedions

that were not confident with the received principles

and practices had been darted. The fcrupulofiry o^

the venerable Dr. Hooper, on being appointed to

the fee of Gloceder, brought on the controverfy

concerning the lawfulnefs of the facerdotal vedmenis,

which had been in ufe during the popiQi edablidi-

mcnt. Several had avowed antitrinitarian fentiments.

Some had adopted and advanced opinions repugnant

to the pra£lice of infant baptifm. But the quedions

concerning vedments and ceremonies, and ecclefiaf-

tical government, condituted the principal and lead-

ing polemics of the age; and for years all other

names were lod in that of Puritans* The date of

things were changed, when the Prince of Orange

came to the thrbne. He found the diffeniients from

the edablidiment divided into feveral bodies, each

refpeflable for number and influence ; and which,

during the civil wars and in the reign of Charles II.

had rifen to importance, and afferted their didin^

claims to weight in the date, and to the prote6lion

of government. Thefe were Prejbyterians^ Indepen-

dents^ and Baptijis, To them was added a fe^l: of

recent origin, but who have fmce commanded pecu.

liar refpe^l:, and attrafled the regards of the politician
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and the pbilofopbei; I mean the Society of Friends,

commonly called Quakers, The flate of each of

thefe feels during the period between the Revolution

and the death of King William demands a particular

notice.

§ . I . Prefotyerians.

The fentiments by which this denomination of

Proteftants diftinguished themfelves, related to the

church government. At the time of the Refor-

mation, and through preceding centuries, the

ecclefiaftical hierarchy of England was epifcopal
\

inverted in biihops, as a diftincl: and fupe; ior order

of Chriftian minifters, exercifing a jurisdi^lion over

a whole province. Preibyterianifra admits of two

orders of church officers only, prefbyters and

deacons; the former the m/mifrers of particular con-

gregations, and the latter the almoners orfliewards.

The names of prefbyter and bifhop, it is contended,

are fynonimous, and defcriptive of the fame office.

Ecclefiaftical affairs on the prefbyterian plan are

brought under the direction of three ailemblies

:

the firft is that of a confiftory, or prefbytery, within

each congregation, called in Scotland a kirk feffion ;

the fecond a fynod, or a provincial affembly, formed

of deputies from the feveral confiftories ; the third

a general or national affembly, conilituted of deputies

from the fynods. Appeals lie from one to the other;

but the decifion of the general affembly is final.
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Many of the reformed churches on the continent,

when they fecedcd from the church oF Rome, adopted

this plan of church goverument. The exiles, who
during the reign of Queen Mary had fought an afylura

among them, returned to England fully poffciTed with

a decided preference of the mode of ecclcfiadical juris-

diction, which they had feen in Geneva, Switzerland,

and France ; and with ardent defires to fucceed in

vigorous endeavours to introduce the fame plan in

England; and it was viewed with apprehenfion and

jenloufy, as the beginning of a new ccclefiaflical con-

ilitution, and a model after which to raife other

churches. In this temper of mind they were not

difpofed to meet oppofition to their views, nor to

acquiefce in the authority aiTumed by the bifhops,

and in that tenacious adherence to the old mode of

government, as well as ufe of ceremonies and veft-

ments, in which they were fanClioned by the queen.

Two parties were formed on thefe points. The
adherents to the old eftablifliment indignantly re-

fented the attempts of a few individuals to alter what

had been fettled by national fynods and acts of par-

liament. The others refented being confirained to

pra£life what was, in their opinion, repugnant to

the purity of religion. They attacked one another

by verbal reproaches and irritating writings. No
meafures of accommodation were purfued. Nothing

was done to conciliate each other's minds.*

* Didlionnalre des Herefies, Paris 1767; vol. i. les articles^

4vgleterre, Anglicane Religion,
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The Puritans, however, gained ground. The
iegiilature being averfe from their principles, and

even from any further reformation, fome of the

leading dilTidents attempted, in a private way, to intro-

duce their favourite plan of church government;

and in the year 1573 they ere6led a prefbytery at

Wandfworth, a village fituated on the Thames, at a

convenient diflance from London. This was the

firfl: prefbyterian church in England ; and yet not-

withflanding the court of high commifTion endea-

voured to fupprefs W, they could not effect their

purpofe, nor prevent the formation of others in

neighbouring counties.''^

Their fentimenry by degrees fpread widely through

the kingdom, and the numbers of thofe who em-

braced them were fo much increafed, that when the

ailembly of divines was convened by ordinance of

Parliament at Weftminfter in 1643, ^^^ fettling the

government, liturgy, and docflrine of the Church of

England, on theepifcopal clergy withdrawing from

it, the prefbyterians conilituted the majority of its

members ; and a£led under the patronage of fome

of the principal political chara^lers of the times.f

Their obje£l, in which they failed by the controver-

fies which it created, was to lay afide the name and

fundion of bifliops, and to eftablilli the prefbyterian

* Ncal, vol. i. p. 266, ed. of 1793.

f Among thefe patrons were Denzil HoUis, efq; Sir William

Wallace, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir John Clotworthy, Sir Benjamin

Rudyard, Serjeant Maynard, Colonel Maffey, Colonel Harley, and

John Glynn, efq.
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form, as jus divinum^ or a divine inflitution, derived

exprefsly from Chrift and his apoftles. Though they

were eventually foiled in this attempt, they rofe to a

great degree of power and influence, and carried

meafures very favourable to their views, after King

Charles I. was in the hands of the Scots. In 1 646,

the prefbyterian ecclefiaftical government began to

appear in its proper form. The kingdom of Eng-

land was divided, inflead of diocefes, into provinces
;

every parifh had its prefbytery ; a number of thefe

conftltuted clafles; for inftance, the province of

London was compofed of twelve clalTes; the clafles

returned reprefentatives to the provincial aflembiy,

as the provincial did to the national. The firfl: pro-

vincial aflembly, viz. that of London, met at the

convocation honfe of St. Paul's on the 3d of May
in 1647. ^^^ ^^^ meetings of provincial afTemblles

under the authority of Parliament, obtained only in

a few places, as in London and in Lancaftiire and

Shropfliire ; but the prefbyterian miniflers adopting

the general idea, though not invelled with authori-

tative jurisdiftions from the civil power, held volun-

tary alTociations for their church affairs in mod
counties. Even the county of Lancafter was not

formed into a prefbyterian province till February 7,

1648. A clafs of prefbytery had been conflituted

by ordinance of Parliament in Shropfliire, in April

1647. When General Monk, in 1659—60, re-

fi:ored the members fecluded in 1648, who were of

the prefbyterian party, and filled up the Parliament,

the houfe became entirely prefbyterian j and this



C. III. PROTESTANT DISSENTERS, 9<67

fe£i:, which had been curbed during the Prote(^oratey

and difarmed of its coercive power of difcipline, rofe

again into the enjoyment of all the power it had

ever exercifed; and the miniiters of it were in full

pofTefTion of all the livings in England. Their prof-

perity and influence were of ihort duration. On the

reftoration of Charles II. the Parliament, after having

fat eight months, was difTolved, partly on the ground

of its being too much prefbyterian ; the liturgy of

the church of England was introduced agaia into

the king's chapel, and into feveral churches both in

city and country; prelacy was declared to be dill

the legal eflablidiment, and the Common Prayer the

only legal form of worfhip; fome hundreds of the

prefbyterian clergy were at once difpoiTefTed of their

livings; prefbytery was aboliflied, and the epifcopal

hierarchy reftored to its former pre-eminence. But

it is not fo eafy to eradicate fcntiments out of the

minds of men, as it is to deprive thofe who profefs

them of external emoluments and advantages. It

is not fo eafy to exterminate, as it is to opprefs a

particular party, A confiderable body of dilfenters,

the prefbyterians, continued to exift under very fevere

deprivations and fuiferings during the reigns of

Charles II. and James II. to the Revolution, and

with confiderable reputation and influence; fo as to

render it, we have feen, a raeafure, in the opinion

of many principal perfons, not only jufl: and liberal,

bu;. highly politic, in a national view, to adopt and

attempt a plan of comprehenfion with them; and to

engage that party entirely to the interefl:s of the
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court. As that fchcme failed, this religious body

not only fell from that zenith of power to which it

had rifcn in the time of the commonwealth, but loft all

fan£lioQ to the proceedings of their prefbyteries, by

ordinances of Parliament, or edi6ls of theftate; and

were reduced to a level, in point of legal cftablifli-

ment, with the other fe^tarifts ; and left with them to

the enjoyment of the benefits of the fame A(n: of

Toleration.

The friend of religious liberty will not be difpofed

to weep over the fate of the prelbyterian hierarchy.

"While it exifted, it was only a fubftitute of one fpi-

ritual tyranny, of one fyftem of'coercion for another.

In the room of prelates arofe prefbyters or elders,

as lords over God's heritage. Laws were made

for confcience ; the fuppofed do(5lrines and laws of

Jefus Chrift were enforced by penal fan£lions ; and

the civil magiftrate was fworn to do the worft part

of the work.f The Form of Dire61:ory for Worfliip

was enforced by fines and penalties ; the ufe of the

Common Prayer in churches, in private families,

and even in the clofet, was forbidden. The modeft

and reafonable application of the independents for

indulgence and toleration was denied. The cry of

the day, and the fliibboleth of the dominant party,

was Covenant Uniformity, and the Divine Right of

Prefhyiery. An ordinance againft blafphemy and

herefy, exhibiting a long and black lift of principles

and tenets on which it fixed this ftigma, doomed to the

pains of death, without benefit of clergy, thofc

t Rpbinron.
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agalnfl whom an indi£lment for holding any of the

errors fpecified in the ftatute fhould be found, and

who on trial did not abjure the fame. It was a

principle advanced in the admired alTembly's cate-

chifm, that the fecond commandment forbids the

toleration of all falfe religion.f It fufEciently, in-

deed, marks the fpirit of the prelhyterian govern-

ment, that in a vindication of it publiflied by the

minifters and elders of London, met in a provincial

affembly Nov. 2, 1649, the doclrine of univerfal

toleration is reprefented " as contrary to godlincfs,

" opening a door to libertinifm, and profanencfs,

" and a tenet to be reje^led as fole-poifon."§

. One of the mod diilinguiflied powers inverted by

ordinance of Parliament with the prefbyterians was

the authority to examine, and ordain by imposition of

hands, thofe whom they fhould judge qualified to be

admitted into the facrcd minidry. The firft injunc-

tion of this nature was ifllied to ten prefbyters and

members of the affembly at Weflminfter, and to

thirteen prefoyters of the city of London. Similar

powers were communicated to different and various

claffes, by like ordinances of Parliament, through

the kingdom; and numbers, under this fau^flion of

the (late, v^ithout a bifliop, were fet apart and intro-

duced into the office of the chrillian miniftry. The
a£lingclafs of prefbyters in the hundred of Bradford

North in Shropfliire, in the courfe of twelve years

publicly ordained fix ty-three minifters.

-f Emiyn's Works, vol. i. p. S^j ofthe Narrative,

§ Neal, vol. iii. p. 146, aSi, 2S6, 4s^> 459» 46c, ci?7, note.
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The narrative of the ordination of Mr. Philip

Henry is a fpecimen of the manner in which this

fervice was conducted by the prefbyterians of that

day. On applying, 6th July, 1^57, to the prefby-

tery at Frees, to be admitted a minifkr, he was ex-

amined, in the firfl: place, concerning the religious

ftate of his mind, or, in the (lile of thofe times, con-

cerning his experience of the work of grace in his

heart; his lldll in the original languages of the fcrip-

tares was then tried, by reading and conftruing two

verfes in the Hebrew bible, and two in the Greek

tellament. This was followed by queflions in logic,

natural phllofophy, and theology, to afcertain the

attainments he had made in human and facred fcience.

He was required to give his fenfe of a difHcult text,

to prove his lldll in interpreting the fcriptures; a

cafe of confcience was propofed for his folution ; an

enquiry was made into his acquaintance with the

ecclefiaftical hiftory; and ladly, a queftion on the

extent of the Divine Providence, or " an Providentia

" Dei extendat fe ad omnia ?" the affiraiative of

which he was to maintain, was alTigned to him as the

fubje6^ of a thefis, which he was to compofe againfl:

the next meeting. This thefis he exhibited and de-

fended on the 3d of Augult ; when feveral miniflers

oppofed, and one prefided as moderator. He then

produced and left with the regiftrar of the clafs two

certificates ; one from Oxford, figned by Do£lors

Wilkinfon, Langley, &c. ; the other from the

neighbouring minifters, &c. each attelting the regu-

larity and excmplarincfs of his converfation. The
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day of ordination was then appointed to be Sep-

tember the 6th, at Frees. Notice of this was given

at Worthenbury by a paper firftread in the church,

and then affixed to the door the Lord's day pre-

ceding the fervice; fignifying alfo, " that if any
** one could produce any juft exceptions againfl: the

*' doctrine or life of the faid Mr. Henry, or any
'' fufficient reafon why he might not be ordained,

" they ftiould certify the fame to the clafs, or to the

** fcribe, and it (hould be heard and confidered/'

When the day came, a very large auditor y was col-

lefted together. The fervices on the occafioc com-

menced with a prayer by Mr. Porter, of Whitchurch:

Mr. Parfons, of Wem, preached on i Tim. i. 1 2 :

then a confeffion of faith was delivered by Mr,

Henry, at the requifition of Mr. Parfons ; who, in

a feries ofqueltions, alfo called upon him to exprefs

his fentiments concernino: his ends in undertakinir

the office of a minifler, and hispurpofes of diligence

in its duties, of zeal and fidelity in defence of unity

and truth, of humility and meeknefs in receiving

admonition and difcipline, of fortitude and per-

feverance under difcouragements and perfecutions,

and of deportment in any future domeftic connec-

tions, as well as his perfuafion of the truih of the

reformed religion. His anfwers on thefe points

giving fatisfa£lion, Mr. Parfons prayed; and in a

prayer he and the other prefbyters, Mr. Porter,

Mr. Houghton of Prees, Mr. Maiden of Newport,

and Mr. Steel of Hanmer, laid their hands on his

head, with words to this purpofe, " whom we do
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" in thy name fet apart to the work and office of

" the minidry." Five others, after the like previous

examination and trials, profeffions and promifes, were

at the fame time fet apart to fuftain the minifterial

charatlkr. The fervice was clofed by Mr. Maiden,

with an exhortation to the new-ordained minider.

The clafs gave him and the others inftruments in

parchment, certifying to all thefe tranfaflions, in

this form

:

" Whereas Mr. Philip Henry, of Worthenbury,

" in the county of Flint, mailer of arts, hath ad-

«' dreffed himfelf unto us, authorifed 5y an ordinance

" of bothhoufes of Parliament, of the 29th of Aug.

« 1648, for the ordination of minifters, defiring to

" be ordained a prefl^yter, for that he is chofen and

" appointed for the work of the miniftry atWorthen-

<^ bury in the county of Flint, as by a certificate

'' now remaining with uS;, touching that his elec-

** tion and appointment appeareth: and he having

** hkewife exhibited a fufficient teflimonial of his

" diligence and proficiency in his lludies, and un-

*' blameablenefs of his life and converfation; he hath

*' been examined according to the rules for exami-

** nation in the faid ordinance expreffed ; and there-

*' upon approved, there being no juft exception

** made, nor put in again ft his ordination and ad-

*' mifiion. Thefe may therefore teftify to all whom
" it may concern, that upon the fixteenth day of

'' September 16575 we have proceeded foleranly to fet

'' him apart for the^oilice of prefbyter, and work of

** the miniftry of the gofpel, by laying on of our
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" hands with fading and prayer. By virtue thereof

" we do declare him to be a lawful and fufEciently

" authorifed minifter of Jefus Chrift: and having

" good evidence of his lawful and fair calling, not

" only to the work of the miniftry, but to the exer-

" cife thereof at the chappel of Worthenbury in the

" county of Flint ; ws do hereby fend him thither,

" and aftually admit him to the faid charge, to per-

" form all the offices and duties of a faithful paftor

'^ there; exhorting the people in the name of Jefus

^' Chrift, willingly to receive and acknowledge him as

" the minifter of Chrift, and to maintain and en-

'^ courage him in the execution of his office, that

*' he may be able to give up fuch an account to

" Chrift of their obedience, as may be his joy and

*' their everlafting comfort. In witncfs whereof we
*' the preft^yters of the fourth clafs, in the county

" of Salop, commonly called Bradford-North clafs,

*' have hereunto fet our hands this i6th day of

*' September, in the year of our Lord God 1657/'!

By the order of Parliament, on the 29th of Jan.

1644, it was required of all young minifters at their

ordination to take the folemn league and covenant,

which had been adopted on the propofal of the

general affembly in Scotland, 9th Aug, 1643.* It

was ufual to certify in the ordination teftimonial,

that it had been taken by the perfon who had been

fet apart to the Chriftian miniftry. It appears by

the total omiffion of a claufe to this effect in the

t Mr. Philip Henry's Life, p. a4'#*30> ad ed.

^ Neal, vol. iii. p. 74.

T
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above certificate, that this requifirion was not in-

fifted on at that time. A proof of its not being

uniformly a condition of ordination offers itfelf

alfo from the certificate given to Mr. Henry Olland,

of Bewdley, who was ordained in the church of

Bartholomew, Exchange, London. 5th Aug. 1651,

by Mr. Samuel Clark, Mr. Simeon Aflie, &c. ; for

in the printed certificate given on the occafion, the

words relating to taking the covenant were erafed,

as he had not taken it.*

It can fcarcely efcape the obfervation of any one,

that on thefe occafions, which related purely to the

difcharge of religious functions, the qualifications

for the performance of which refted only in the

mental and religious attainments of the perfon

himfelf, and could not be communicated, and the

occafions for which would depend on the election of

thofe among whom he was to minifter, a power to

confer an official charafter was alTumed: not a

teftimonial only to talents and moral and religious

difpofitions was afforded to recommend the perfon fet

apart, to attention and refpe^l ; but he was declared

a lawful dXidfufficienily authorifed minifler of Jefus

Chrifl ; and the power of doing this was exprefsly

afTigned to an authority derived from an ordinance of

both Houfes of England. The whole bufinefs re-

folves itfelf not into a mere a6t: of religion, and into

the principles of the New Teflament, but into an aft

of civil policy. The prefbyters are the miniflers of

* The copy of the-Teftimonial in MS. penes me, communicated

by Jonathan Skey, efq; Bewdley ; and Palmer's Nonconformills'

Memorial, vol. ii. p.ji6.
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the ftate; and the prefbyterian church is in a clofe

alliance with the (late.

After the Revohition, when epifcopacy was

reflored, and prefbyterianifm was deprived of the

diflinftion and influence which the (late had com-

municated to it, the ftyle of thefe teftimonials under-

went a material alteration, and the authoritative

tone was neceflarily lowered. Of this change the

following certificate is an inftance ; given by Mr.

Mansfield, ejected from Armitage chapel, StafFord-

Ihire, Mr. Edward Bourcher, from Churchill, Wor-
ceflerfliire, and Mr. William Turton, from Rowley,

Staffordfliire, at the ordination of Mr. Thos. Pickard.

It runs thus :
'' Forasmuch as Mr. Thos. Pickard,

** of Birmingham, in the parifii of Birmingham, in

'' the county of Warwick, hath earneftly deftred to

*' enter orderly^ according to the rules of the Go/pel of

" our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, into the facred

*^ office and function of the miniftry; and having re-

^' quelled us, whofe names are underwritten, y£?/^;;2«/y

*' to inveji him with minijierial authority ; and know-
" ing him to be a man found and orthodox in his judg-

'^ raent, of a pious and unblameable converfation, and
'' competently qualified with miniflerial abilities, (no

" exception being made againft his ordination or

*'admiffioa:) We have approved him, and have

" proceeded folemnly to fet him apart to the office of
*^' preaching prefbyter, and all the parts and duties

'* belonging to it, with fading, and prayer, and im-

** pofition of hands ; and do, fofar as concerneth uSy

" empower him to perform all the offices and duties

T 2
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" of a faithful minifter of Jefus Chrill. In witnefs

*' whereof we have hereunto put our hands the

** 19th day of September, 1705."

During the ihort period in which the prefbyterian

miniflers exercifed the pov/ers of ordination^ invcfted

in them by Parliament, there arofe a new clafs of

miniflers, who had been fet apart to their facred

office by prefbyterian fynods, or by deputations from

them, in the time of the RepubHc, and afterwards

by aflcmblies of prefbyters; who had not, as had

many of their predecefTors, received ordination from

the hands of biQiops, On this circumftance a

queftion arofe concerning the validity of fuch

orders. The bifliops, being re-eftablifhed in the full

enjoyment of epifcopal iurifdidlion, were ambitious

to fupport the dignity of the powers annexed to

their office; and to difcredit, in the opinion of the

public, the claims of an order of men, who affiimcd

an independency of facred character and office,

though deprived of the rights which their prede-

ceifors derived from the flate, and miniHers of a (cO:

ao^ain under the frowns of the nation. There could

be no doubt indeed that they were legal minifters

;

for even in the i3rh of 2d Elizabeth, any perfon

under the degree of a bifhop, though he pretended

to be a minifter by any other form of inilitution,

confecration, or ordering, than that fet forth by Par-

liament in the reign of Edward VI., was allowed by

an Acl: which then palTed, to qualify himfelf before

the enfuing Chriflmas by fubrciipiion, &c. as

therein directed ; and on that ground was to be
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deemed, by the eccleliaftical as well as civil laws of

the realm, futEciently called and fent to enjoy a bene-

fice, and exerciie the fan6llon of a minifter of God's

word and facraments in the Church of England

itfelf.* The recent Acl of Toleration, as far as the

civil magilirate can give validity to religious a6Vs,

had communicated this refpe6i:abi!icy without epif-

copal orders in the mod extenfive degree, not to

the prefbyterian miniiters only, but to thofc of the

other fe£ls :
'^ for no clafs of proteftant dilTenting

" miniflers can eafily be imagined to have exiiled,

*' that is not included within fome one of the de-

" fcriptions recognized in that A6l,'(" viz. perfons in

" holy orders, or pretending to holy orders, or

" preachers or teachers of any congregation of

*' dilTenting proteflants." But it was contended

that the orders of the prefbyterians were defeclive

and invalid, in refpe£t to the authority of the New
Teflament, and the efficacy of their miniftrations

;

which w^re deemed null and void, becaufe they

were not ordained by the laying on of the hands of

a biihop. This was a fentiment particularly calcu-

lated to exalt the epifcopal priefthood, and to alarm

weak and fuperditious minds. It was advanced with

great confidence ; and became through fome fol-

lowing years, at the beginning of the eighteenth

century, a queftion agitated from the prefs. The

opinion was often dated and controverted in the

* Archdeacon Blackburne's Works, vol. v- p. 194, 5.

t Jofeph Smith's Obfervations on the Statute of ill of William

and Mary, chap.xviii. &c. p. ^s* Bn^olj 1804.
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pulpit, at the ordinations of diflenting minifters, to

vindicate their claims, and to remove the obloquy

caft upon their office. It was for that period not

only a new, but the chief point of controverfy

between the Church of England and thodilTenters.

The partifans on each fide of this controverfy, as

well as in the difpute about church government,

had the fame general point in view; namely, to allert

and fupport the exclufive claims of one clafs of men,

independently of the general body of chriftians, to

peculiar authority and gifts as teachers of religion.

The only queflion between them was, whether that

authority fuppofed to be conveyed by impofition of

hands were equally valid and divine when conveyed

by the laying on of the hands of prefbyters as of

biiliops. In each cafe the right of judging concern-

ing the qualifications of candidates for the chriftian

miniflry, of electing to the office of preachers, and

of invefting them v/iih it, is a purely clerical claim.

^^ The people they are to preach to are not fuppofed

*' to know who are, or who are not, fit and proper

*' perfons ; but they mud:, as it has been exprelTed,

*' take u}j with fuch fare as their reverend caterers

provide for them. Each party contended for

a fuperiority of chara^ler attached to minifters.

" Each party had its ecclefiaftical hierarchy, or a

*' government by minifters ; to whom the people

*' v/cre expelled to be in fubjc61:ion. In thofe

^' countries where prefbyterlanifm is eftablifhed by
" law, this is one of its diftinguiihing chara^leriflics*

'^ In the Church of Scotland, if the minifters are upon

4C
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' a level with one another, the people are not upon a

' level with their minifters, hut in all ecclefiaftical

' matters are governed by them. To be fure the

' lowed ecclefiaftieal jurifdi(5lion is that of the kirk

^/ejjlon, where not the whole parifh meet to concert

' matters, like a veftry in England, but a few indivi-

' duals ; the minifler's own friends and whom he
' appointed, 2l'6 deacons; and moreover (hould thefe

' men happen to differ in opinion from him, he
' has only to appeal to the prefbytery, and then

' he is upon his own ground, among the men in

' blacky and has all his own way."*

There was another fe£l: which rofe up in the times

of which we are fpeaking, formed on more liberal

principles:

§ . 2. Of the Independents»

The fe£l to which we refer was that of the Inde-

pendents ; meaning to denominate by this term a

religious party only, diflinguiftied from a political

body, in the times of the civil wars, whofe principles

on civil government being democratical^ while their

religious tenets were widely different, were alfo

called Independents.

The fundamental principle of the religious feci

was this : " We are a voluntary fociet)'', and all upon

" a level as brethren and fifters." They deemed

a national edabiifliment of religion of any fort to be

inconfiftent with the Nev/ Tedament idea of a

* Proteftant Diflenters' Magazine, vol. ri. p. '2,^$'
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chrifllan church. Their miniftcr was either one of

their own body, appointed to this office by their

own choice ; or, if their own choice fixed on a mem-
ber of another congregation, it was a condition of

his being inftatcd in his oflice, that he fliould receive

a difmijjal from the fociety with which he had been

conne^ed, and commence a member of the congre-

gation which had invited him to be their miniiler.

Every member of the congregation, whether male

or female, had a voice or vote in the choice of a

miniiler, in the admiflion or exclufion of members,

and in all the concerns of the church. The minifter

fat as prefident; but he was fuppofed to have no

more influence than any other member, nor was

regarded as holding a higher rank, or being invefted

with any fuperior or exclufive power. He was

even accountable for his proceedings to the people;

who, as they had chofen him, claimed a right to

dived him at their pleafure of his office. It was

required of thofe who defired to be received into the

church, except fuch as had a letter of honourable

difmiffion from another congregation, to appear be*

fore the fociety, and give an account of themfelves,

viva voce^ with the reafons why they requefted to be

permitted to join it; after which they v/ere brought

in, or admitted to the facrament, the bond of their

union, or rejefled by the vote of the churcfe^r^*^

This lafl circumftance was a material mark of,^^ .,

tin^lion from the prefbyterian difcipline; for in that,

if a perfon would be admitted to the facrament, he

mnit apply to the minifter of the parifli, and if ap-^
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proved by him, his admifiion pafed of courfe, with-

out any other perfon's being confulted. Another

diftingtiifhing feature of the church difcipline of the

Independents confided in this point, that their mi-

nifter was fo far from being perfona ecclefice^ as Black-

Itone denominates an incumbent, and invefted with

facerdotal authority, that there was ufualiy another

perfon, not a minifter but a layman-, whom thej

called a ruling elder. His oiHce bore a refemblancc

to that of the cenfor among the Romans, or the

ephorl among the Lacedaemonians. He had the power

to call the minifter or any other member to account

in a fummary way, if thecondu£l of either appeared

wrong; and if they did not fubmit to his reproof,

to prefent them to the church for cenfure, degrada-

tion, or excommunication.

The churches of this denomination were pro-

perly called " congregational," in diflin^lion from
*' parochial;" becaufethey confided of memoers col-

le^led from any quarter of the vicinity, more near or

remote, without any regard to nominal didrift; and

becaufe they looked on each church as in polTedion

of a didindt and exclufive jurifdi^lion over its own
members and affairs, out of the controul of any other

man or body of men. Even when the prefbyterian

government, under the authority of the civil power,

prevailed in the land, this fe<n: confidered themfelves

as fubje£l to no extraneous jurifdi6tion of prefby-

terles or fynods, or any other church. Their creed,

their ceremonial, their difcipline, their finances, were

fettled and regulated by themfelves alone, withia
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their own walls, without looking to any others as

diredors or umpires. They indeed abhorred the idea

of the fmallefl: interference from any man or fociety;

and were truly Independents.^

This fe6l arofe under Mr. Robinfon, pallor of an

Englifh church, amongd the adherents to Mr.

Robert Brown, defcended from an honourable fa-

mily in Rutlandftiirc, and a preacher in the diocefe

of Norwich ; from whence he fled to Holland from

the perfecutions with which the Puritans were

harafled towards the end of the fixteenth century,

and fettled at Middleburgh in Zealand. Mr.

Robinfon, a Norfolk divine, beneficed in the neigh-

bourhood of Yarmouth, who became paftor of an

Englifli church at Leyden, was one of that company

of exiles ; and formed his congregation on the prin-

ciples of independency, which he had at firfl imbibed

from Mr. Brown. In 1604, among others who

emigrated to avoid the rigorous proceedings of

Bifhop Bancroft, was Mr. Henry Jacob, precentor

of Chriltchurch college ; who meeting with Mr.

Robinfon at Leyden, embraced his fentiments con-

cerning church difcipline and government. On his

return to England, foon after 1610, he formed a

defi^n, which he communicated to the mod: learned

Puritans of thofe times, of forming a feparate congre-

gation on the principles of independency. In the

year 1616 was laid the foundation of the firfl Inde^

pendent or Congregational church in England, by Mr.

Jacob and fome others who entered into his views,

t. Pvoteftant DifTenters' Magazine, vol. vi* p. 296, 7.
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They obferved a day of folemn fading and prayer for

a blefTing upon their undertaking; towards the clofc

of the folemnity each of them made an open confefTioa

of his faith in Jefus Chrift; and then (t mding to-

gether and joining hands, they folemnly *' covenanted

" with each other, in the prefence of Almighty
" God, to walk together in all God's ways and
'* ordinances according as He had already revealed,

" or fliould further make them known to them.'^*

This church alTembled in private for twenty or

thirty years. Mr. Jacob was fucceeded by Mr. John

Lathorp, who had been a clergyman in Kent; who,

on the congregation's being difcovered, in 1632, by

the bifliop's purfuivant, and forty-two of its members

being apprehended and cad into prifon with their

pallor, and detained in confinement two years, ob-

tained liberty to leave the kingdom, and emigrated

to New England with thirty of his adherents in

1634. On this the congregation chofe Mr Cann,

author of the marginal references in the Bible, to

be their pallor. After he was driven into Holland

by the feverity of the times, it held meetings in con-

neflion with fucceffive miniders, under the cover of

fecrecy, in different places, till Jan. 1640— i, when

it ventured to open its doors in Deadman's-place,

Southwark.§

During the prote£lorfhip of Cromwell, the Inde-

pendents increafed to great numbers > became a conli-

derablebody, and made a bolddandin theWedminder

aifembly againd the proceedings of the high prefby.

Neal, vol. i. p. 328 ; toI. ii. p. 46—100. § lb. vol.ii. p. 373—5'»
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terians.J Their churches multiplied both in the city

and country; and their party was (Irengthened by the

addition of many rich and fubrrantial partilans to it.

By the nature of their principles, they exifted, how-

ever, in detached communities, without any link of

union or co-operation of efforts ;
" like fo many

« fhips launched fmgly, and failing apart and alone

" in the vafl: ocean of thofe tumultuous times." A
propofal was, in this ftate of the caufe, brought for-

ward at a meeting of fome of their principal

members and divines in London, to open a corref-

pondence between their churches in city ?nd

country; not on the plan of reciprocal controui aad

government, but for counfel and mntua! edification.

Hitherto they had not jointly agreed to any common

flandard of faith and difcipiine, whereas other fe6ls

and parties of Chriftians had publiihed ** a Confef-

" fion of their Faith:" this had been demanded and

•feemed neceffary to explain and juftify their fentiments

on points both of doftrine and church government.

For this reafon they petitioned the Prote(5lor, a little

before his death, for permifTion to hold a fynod;

Which was granted to them. The meeting was held

at the Savoy in London, 12th 0£l. 1658, and con-

'iifted of minifters and_ mefTcngers from above one

hundred congregational churches ; amongfl whom
were characters of great celebrity for learning and

judgment, fuch as Goodwin, Owen, Caryl, Nye,

and Howe. After meetings continued through

eleven or twelve days, condu61ed with great har-

X Neal, Yol. iii. p. 130.
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mony, they exhibited to the public, after the plan of

the Weflminiler ConfelTion, a view of their opinions

and determinations on almofl: two hundred didindt

articles of faith and difcipline, arranged in thirty-

three chapters, to which was given, from the place of

their affembly, the title of the " Sa'voy Confefiion."*

It refle^ls honour on this denomination of Englifli

diilenters, that the conftitution of their churches was

friendly to the exercife of private judgment, and

recognized the chriftian liberty of every man.

While pov;er, in whatever hands it was lodged,

w^as the engine of oppreiTion, and abufed to perfecu-

lion ; while the prefbyterians in flrong terms of

cenfure protefled againft toleration, as " an indul-

" gence for foul murder;" the Independents were

early and flrcnuous advocates for the rights of con-

fcience. Moilieim has borne a very refpeflablc

tcftimony to tlie learning of their miniflers, and to

the regularity and fan£tity of their manners.f That

credit to which this feft arofe under the aufpicesof

Cromwell, declined greatly in the reign of Charles

II. Soon after the accefiion of King William to the

throne, they incorporated themfelves with the other

body of diilenters, called prefbyterians, by certain

heads of agreement as before ftated, which tended

to the raaintainance of their refpe£i:ive inftitutions.

Thefe two parties of dilLntients differed from

the eftabliflied church, and from each other, princi-

pally and difcrirainately in the opinions concerning

ccclefiadical orders, government, and difcipline.

* Neal, ToL iy. p. igg, Sec. f Moftieim, vo]. iv. p. 53c. .



286 HISTORY OF THE C. Ill*

There was another fe£l, who," on another ground,

feparated both from them and the eftabliChment ; as

they dilagreed with them in their views of the nature

and fubje^s of baptifm ; whofe hiftory, which has

commenced before this period, mud be reftimed here. •

§•3* Of the BapHfls.

This body of Chriftians were originally intermixed

with other nonconformiils^ and they did not begin

to form themfelves into feparate focieties till the year

1633. In 1644 there were feven congregations of

them in London, and forty-feven in the country.

Though the appearance of this fe£t was early, its pro-

grefs was for many years impeded by the odium and

contempt which fell upon it, and by the feveritics

to which it was expofed from the ruling powers.

During the civil wars they increafed ; held weekly

aflemblies for religious worfhip ; and printed various

treatifes, not in defence of their own fentiments only,

but on the general principles of religious liberty and

toleration. They even petitioned Parliament, on a

broad bafis, " to allow public prote«51:ion to private

•' as well as public congregations; to review and

*' repeal the laws againft the feparatifts; to permit a

" freedom of the prefs to any man who wrote nothing

**fcandalour or dangerous to the (late; to prove

" themfelves loving fathers to all good men, and fo

" invite equal affiftancc and affection from all."

Yet they had no influence in the viciiTitudcs of go-

vernment during the period to which we refer.
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Two only of their profeiTion, Mr. Lawrence, and

Mr. John Fiennes, a fon of Lord Say, till the year

1648, had leats in the Houfe of Commons. None
of them were in the VVeftminfter alTembly. What-
ever weight in public aifairs they might be f'lppofed

to have polTeiTed, on Cromweirs alTuming the reins

of government it ceafed. From the Reftoration to

the Declaration of Indulgence in 1672, they fufFered

very feverely in their perfons, health, liberty, and

property, by harafTmg profecutioas, heavy penalties,

confifcations of theirgoods, and cruel imprifonments.*

The Revolution proclaimed to this as well as to

other denominations of fuiFering dilTentients fecurity

and liberty ; fecurity from fines and imprifonments,

and the evils of malignant perfecution; and liberty

to a£i: up, without moleftation, to the di^lates of coa-

fcicnce. The face of things being thus changed,

the different fe<fls were, as to the open profeiTion of

their fentiments, placed on the fame equal footing of

tranquillity and fafety; and it foon appeared how
inefleflual the feverities of pafl years had been to

fupprefs enquiry, flop the growth of opinion, and

fubdue freedom of mind.

The Baptifts, it foon appeared, had widely difle-

minated their principles ; and, notwithflanding the

dark cloud which had repeatedly burfl upon them,

had gradually received a confiderable acceiTion to

their numbers. For in the year 1689, a general

* See for the Hiflory of the Baptifts my edition ofNeal's Hiftory

of the Puritans, vol. ii. fupplement 513 ; toI. iv. fupplement to

chap. 5, 6, 7, 8i and chap. 9, 10, fsdtioni.
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affembly, confiiling of a minifler, and one principal

brother of every congregation, was convened in Lon-

don, on the 3d of September, by a letter from the

elders and miniflcring brerliren in the city and its

vicinity, " to condder of fuch things that might

** much tend to the honour of God, and further

*' the peace, well-being, eilablifhmenr, and prefent as

*' alfo the future comfort of the churches." This

letter was figned by Mr. Wm. Kiffin, Han. Knollis,

John Harris, George Barratt, Benjamin Keach,

Edward Man, and Richard Adams.* The repre-

fentatives of more than one hundred congregations

affembled together. Their firfl acl was to appoint

a general faft to be kept by all the community, and

to addrefs a letter to every congregation, reprefent-

ing the caufes and reafons on which they recom-

mended this acl of general humiliation; drawn from

the fins of the nation, the marks of declenfion in

faith and zeal apparent among themfelves, the judg-

ments of plague and fire with which this nation had

been vifited, theperfecution raifed againft themfelves,

and the m.ortality which had prevailed among their

miniflers. The fabjecls of earned prayer which

they fuggefted, included, befidcs imploring that a

penitent and contrite heart might be given to them,

and that they might be cleanfed from the great pol-

lutions with which they had been defiled, fupplica-

tions that they might be afilfted to underfi^and and

comport with the defigns of Providence in rcfpefi of

the latter time; that greater light might break forth,

* See the letter in Rippon's Baptift Regifler, voL iii. p. j6o.
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and the glory of the Lord rife upon the churches;

that peace and concord might prevail through them;

that in every place rauhitudes might be lurned to

the Lord ; and that the lineal feed of Abraham,

the poor Jews, and the gentiles, might be made one

fheepfold under one ftiepherd, Jefus Chrift.

One important meafure, on which this aflembly,

after folcmn prayer and a confideration of the flatc

of their churches, concluded, was to raife a fund by

a voluntary fabfcription, to be opened with all con-

venient fpeed, towards maintaining and fupporting a

regular miniftry. This fund was defigned to be

applied to affift thofe churches that were not able to

fupport a minifter ; to fend ordained minilicrs, ap-

proved by two churches in London or the country,

to vifit the churches, and to preach both in the city

and country, where the gofpel had or had not been

previoufly preached ; and to ailift any members in

the aforefaid churches, " of promifmg gifts and

" found in fundamentals,*' that were difpofed for

ftudy, to attain a knowledge of the Latin, Greek,

and Hebrew languages.

The aflembly alfo debated and decided on feveral

queftions which were propofed for difcuifion.

One of thefe queftions turned on a fmgular point

of fpeculation, viz» the date of the <3[^w^/ juftifica-

tion and adoption of believers ; whether it did not

take place at the time of Chrift's death? It was

determined, that though thefe bleffings were then

infallibly fecured by the gracious purpofe of God,

and merit of Jefus Chrift, yet they did not take

u
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effect until believers were really implanted into Jcfus

Chrift by faith j to which as the inftrumental caufe

fcripture attributes ihefe benefits, while it gives

fuch a reprefentation of their previous ftate as is

altogether inconfiftent with an a6lual right to them,

Eph. i. 2, 3— 12.

Another queftion related to the cafe of neigh-

bouring churches, confiding of fmall numbers, and

incapable of maintaining their own miniflry. The

expediency of joining together for their mutual

edification in fupport of the fame miniflry was una-

nimoufly concluded.

The extremes of ornament and fafliion in the

drefs of the members of their churches, became

alfo a fubje£l of enquiry ; a reformation of every

thing in attire that was not confiflent with modefty,

gravity, and fobriety, was urged on the attention of

the elders and minifters, as a matter which it was

their province to promote; and the brethren and

Jifters^ (for fuch was the language of the day,) who
had folemnly profeiTed to deny themfelves, were

carneflly exhorted not to conform to the fafliion of

the world.

When James IL, with an artful defign to fcreen

and favour the papifla, and fan^lioned by the venal

opinion of eleven out of twelve judges, aiFedled the

chara6i:er of the friend of toleration ; and by exercife

of royal prerogative affumed to himfelf the power

of difpenfmg with the penal laws relative to religion,

and publifhed, in 1687, his " declaration of liberty

" of confcience;" the Baptifls who had, during three
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different religious eflabliflimcnts, fuftained great fuf-

ferings, and feverely fmarted under the mildefl of

thofe powers, led the way in addreffes of thanks to

the king for the peace and liberty, to the enjoyment

ofwhich his mandate reftored them.J Their addrefs

went no further than to exprefs purely a fenfe of

gratitude, and their joyful feelings on the occafion.

Some few members of the community were betrayed

by the infidious arts of the Court into a condu6i: that

was more fubfervient to its views, and expreffive of

an approbation of its difpenfing power. They ac-

cepted commiffions as regulators for the fupport of

it, and were employed by the king to go into divers

counties, and to feveral corporations, to improve

their interefl: to fecurc it countenance. But fuch

were the juft and conflitutional fentiments enter-

tained, as by other diifenters, fo by the Baptifls, on

this flretch of the prerogative, and fuch the jealoufy

conceived of the defign of adminiftration, thefe

tools, whether venal, or injudicious and weak only,

or both, met with little or no encouragement; and

fome congregations not only reproved thofe who
were thus employed, but commenced regular pro-

ceedings againfl them.

The corrupt and daftardly condufl of thefe ao-ents

of adminiftration, however, though unjuflly, brought

reproach and infamy on the whole body ; and reflec-

tions were cafl upon them for hazarding, by a

compliance with the popifh party, the proteflant

religion and the civil liberties of the nation. It was

§ Neal, voI.T. p. 37.

u 2
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the obje^l: of the general afTembly to improve the

opportunity afforded them, by their aflbciation for

the interefts of their churches, to wipe off thefc

reproaches by a public a^l. They accordingly de-

clared, in their own vindication, " that to the utmofl

" of their knowledge there was not one congrega-

** tion that had a hand, or gave confent to any

" thing of that nature, nor did even countenance

" any of their members to own an abfolute power

" in the late king to difpenfe with penal laws and

*' teds; being well fatisfied that the doing thereof,

*' by his fole prerogative, would lay the foundation

" of the de{lru£tion of the proteftant religion, and

" bring flavery to this kingdom." This condu6l, as

they intimated, was a proof of the peculiar power of

virtuous, religious, and patriotic principles with them;

confidcring the flrong temptations they had been

under to fall in with the king's defign, from great

fufferings in the ecclefiaftical courts, from the mo-

Icftations of informers, from the ruin of their

eftates, and from the deprivation of their liberties,

through the oaths and perjury of the vilefl: men.

Warm aflurances of attachment to the reigning

prince, to the proteftant religion, and to the liber-

tics of the nation; and of ardent thankfulnefs to God,
for raifing up King William, in his fpecial goodnefs,

as his inflrument to deliver us from popery and

arbitrary power, concluded their declaration.

The affembly alfo judged fit to draw up and pub-

lifli, for the fatisfaiftion of all other chriftians who
differed from them in the point of baptifm, a fura-
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mary of the doctrine of faith and praflice, according

to their ideas, in " a Confellion of Faich, figned by
*' thirty-feven ,perfons, in the name and behalf of

*' the whole aflembly,*' copies of which they

rcquefted the refpe£^ive churches that they repre-

fented to procure, and which they recommended to

the perufal of others. This confeiTion of faith con-

fided of thirty-two chapters,—on the fcriptures; on

God and the Trinity ; on the decrees of God ; on

creation; Divine Providence ; the fall of man; fin,

and the punifhment of it ; of God*3 covenant ; of

Chrid: the mediator of it ; on free-will, ciFe6luaI

calling, j unification, adoption, fanflification ; on

faving faith, repentance unto life and falvation,

good works ; on perfeverance, the afTurance of

grace and falvation, the law of God ; on the

gofpel and the extent of its grace, on chriftian liberty

and liberty of confcience, religious worfhip, and the

fabbath-day ; on lawful oaths and vows, the civil

magiftrate, marriage, the church, communion of

faints, baptifm, and the Lord's fupper, on each

diftinftly; on the ftate of man after death, and the

refurre^lion of the dead, and the lall judgment.

In fupport of the propofitions advanced on thefe

various topics, the margin is filled with references to

texts as proofs of their truth. The outlines of

thifi compofition will obvioufly ihew how far it

deviated from the fimplicity of that principle, with

which the evangelical hiftorian was fatisfied to an-

nounce and prove as the difcriminating article of

a chriftian faith, and the condition of eternal life.
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" Thefe things," /. e. the works and difcourfcs of

Chrifl:, *' were written, that ye might believe that

" Jefus is the Chrifl, and that ye might have life

"through his name.*' The avowed defign of this

confeffion of the Baptifls was to delineate and re-

prefent their fentiments as denying Arminianifm. In

this general view it correfponded with the other

Calviniftic creeds of the age. It is fufficient, and

it feems proper in this hiftory, to give the reader

the chapter on baptifm.

1. '• Baptifm," fay our profefTors,

Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. « is an ordinance of the New Teita-

^^\ !!:
"• « ment, ordained by Jefus Chrifl:, to

Gal. 111. 27.
'

Marki. 4.
*' be unto the party baptized a fign

Ads xx?i. 16. « of his fellowlliip with him, in his
Rom.vi. M. « death and refurreftion ; of his

*' being ingrafted into him ; of re-

*' miflion of fms ; and of his giving

" himfelf up unto God, through

" Jefus Chrifl:, to live and walk in

'' newnefs of life."

2. " Thofe who do a^lually pro-

Mark xvi. 16. " fefs repentance towards God, faith

Ads viii. 37,38. « in ^^^d obedience to our Lord

" Jefus Chrifl:, are the only proper

*' fubje£ls of this ordinance."

3.
** The outward element to be

Matt.xxvui.19, to. «' ufed ill this ordinance is water^

Ads vui. i%. 4f ^vherein the party is to be baptized

'' in the name of the Father, and of

*' the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
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4. ** Immerfion, or dipping the
Matt.m. 16. u perfon in water, is neceflary to

'
*^' " the due adminlftration of this

" ordinance.'**

The principles on which this general afTembly

avowedly commenced and condu£led their confulta-

tions and debates were liberal ; friendly to candid

difcuffion, and to the liberty and independence of

the refpe£live churches, from which it was formed.

They difclaimed all manner of fuperiority or fuper-

intendancy over the churches ; all authority and

power to prefcribe or impofe any thing upon the

faith and pra£lice of any of the churches of Chrift
;

and they profeiTed that " their whole intendment was

" to be helpers together of one another by way of
^' counfel and advice.'* They declared that in thofc

points of principle or practice relative to commu-

nion, wherein one church (hculd differ from another,

they would not impofe any thing, but leave every

church to its liberty. They refolved not to admit

any particular offence which fliould arife between

individuals or churches to be debated amongft them,

till the rule prefcribed by Chrift in fuch matters had

been a£led upon, and the confent of both parties

had been given, or fufficiently endeavoured. No
determination was in any cafe to be binding on any

one church, without its own confent. That every

counfel or advice fliould reft on proofs deduced from

the word of God, and annexed to it.

* Crofby> ol, iii. Appendix No, ii.
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' It fhould be added, that the " ConfcfTion of

'' Faiih," as it has been faid, was fupported by

appeals to the fcriptures ; and that the whole drain

of it, confidently with the principles which they laid

down for their government, was merely declaratory

of their own views, without any claufe impofing the

reception of it, or any denunciation againft fuch as

ihould deny or difpute the tenets it expreifed, as

had been ufual in the determinations and creeds of

fynods and councils.*

Another general affembly of the elders and mef-

fengers of the churches of this denomination, from

divers parts of England and Wales, was held in

London, from the 2d of June to the 8th, in 1691 j

which was condufled by the fame rules and prin-

ciples as thofe upon which the former had a61:ed.

Some congregations in the county of Somerfet,

or parts nearly adjacent, publifhed in the fame year

" A Short Confeflion, or a brief Narrative of Faith."

This fumm.ary of theological fentiments, in which

they who compofed it merely ftate their own views,

though called '' fliort," extended through forty-two

pages in o£lavo, and was divided into twenty-feven

chapters ; the fubje^ts of which were, " the exigence

" and perfe<5tioDS of God, fubfifling, through one
*^ God, in three, Father, Sen, and Holy Spirit; the

*' holy fcriptures ; the creation ; the fall of man
;

*• the love of God; the extent of the death of Chrift;

*' the gofpel; the power and will of man 5 free grace;

'^ faith j repentance; baptifin; the Lord's fupper ; the

Crofby, vol. iii. p. »45—258,
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cc

work of the Holy Spirit ; judification ; fan£lifica-

tion
;

perfeverance ; God's decree. Providence,

or fore-knowledge j eleftion ; reprobation
j

God's governing the world, meant principally to

declare the duty and obligation of chriflians to be

obedient to the governors of the world, as the

deputies of God, in all things of human and civil

^^ concern ; but as to fpiritual things, of religious,

** ecclefiaflical, or divine concern, to affert the fole

** authority of God by Jefus Chrift, who had deli-

*' vered to us his laws:" this chapter clofes with a

fentiment, the liberality of which (lands in an honour-

able contrafl with the 1 8th article of our eftablifhed

church.* Thefe Baptifts profefTed their " belief to

<' be, that where the gofpel did not come, if men
*' were governed by the law of God written in their

" hearts, and by the works of God without them,

*' which are fufficient to teach them that there is a

" God, and fo endeavour to live to God fuitably to the

*' light they have received, m doubt but they Jhall he

' accepted^ though they are not under the miniftra-

" tion of the gofpel ; and in the great day of judg-

'^ ment rewarded according to their works/' The
remaining chapters expreffed their fentiments on the

queftions that related to the nature and conflitutlon

of the church of Chrift, the refurre61:ion of the dead,

the eternal judgment, the reftitution of all things,

and the reign of ChriH:.!

* The article runs thus, " They are to be accurfed, that pre.

** fume to fay that every man fhall be faved by the law or fed which
" he profeiTeth ; fo that he be diligent to frame his life according
* tg that law, and the light of ^ nature."

t Crofby, vol. iv. Appendix, No. i«
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In the chapter on the church of Chrifl:, the qua-

lifications of perfons fet apart to the office of elders

or miniflers naturally came under confideration.

That they fhould be fuitably gifted and qualified for

that office, is admitted ; but as to an acquaintance

with the languages, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin,

while the ufefulnefs of it in its place is granted, a

belief is expreffed that " it is not a qualification fo

'* abfolutely neceffary to the being of a rainifler or

*' elder, but that a perfon may very poffibly be
** fufficiently qualified for that office without it/'

The point is argued upon thefe principles, viz.

that the gofpel was firfl preached by unlearned m.en
j

that this is not enumerated amongft the qualifica-

tions for the character prefcribed in the fcriptures :

that men unlearned in the languages have, expe-

rience teftifies, been very ufeful inftruments of God
in gathering churches, and in the converfion and

religious edification of men : and that confining the

miniftry to men of learning does not bear an analogy

to the method of the firfl planting of the gofpel

;

when the foolifh and weak things of the world were

chofen to confound the might)'-, and things that are

not to bring to nought things that are ; when the

great things of the gofpel were hidden from the

wife and prudent, and revealed unto babes. The
well-meaning framers of the Confeffion then afk,

with a kind of triumph, in the ftrain of a challenge,

" What great and good effi::<5ls have we feen of
** learning ? Why fliould men be fo fond of it ?

** Was not the apoftacy brought into the world by
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*' learned men? Has it not been maintained and carried

*' on by fuch ever fmce ?*" In thefe interrogatories

it efcaped their attention, that the learning with which

the apoftacy or corruption arofe, wa€ not that of the

languages critically applied to explain the fcriptures,

but that of the metaphyfical philofophy of the Pagan

fchools. It efcaped their recolle^lion, that a long

night of ignorance afforded opportunity for fuper-

flition to introduce its inventions, and for fpiritual

dominion to forge its chains ; and that with the

revival of learning came the Reformation. They

did not anticipate, with what (trength of argument,

with what luminous difcoveries, learning, within half

a century, would emancipate the mind j nor did

they refled with what ikilful, laboured, and acute

inveftigations it had already detected and expofed

the wickednefs and impofitions of the apoftacy.

In the chapter " on the reign of Chrift,'' they

profeiTed their belief, that our Lord Jefus Chrift,

at the time appointed of the Father, will come

again in power and great glory, iiot only to raife

the dead, reftore and judge the world, but to take

to himfelf his kingdom, and reign on the throne of

his father David on Mount Sion in Jcrufalem for

ever, as the alone vifible fupremc lord and king of

the whole earth : that this kingdom would be uni-

verfal and everlafting, peaceable and glorious : the

kingdom that would fucceed the fourth monarchy,

and the ftone cut out of the mountain without

hands, which fliall fill the whole earth : not to be

* Crofby, ut ante, p. 3a—34*
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fet up by the material fword, that behig fo exceed-

ingly contrary to the very nature of chriflianity,

which requires us to love our enemies and pray for

them, not to deftroy them ; to be fubje£l to govern-

ment in all cafes of civil concern, and patiently to

endure perfecution. They alfo argued that the

kingdom of Chrift being fpiritual ought not to be

fet up or maintained either by the fword or any

civil power whatfoever, but by the preaching of the

gofpel, which is the word of God; and not being

of this world, his fervants ought not to fight.

One particular in this Confcflion, under the title of

** the fall of man," deferves notice. " Our firil:

«' parents/' it declares, " by virtue of the firfl:

" tranfgreffion, brought not only themfelves, bat

*' their whole poderity into a ftate of fin and death,

*' together with thofe many inconveniencies that are

" now come upon mankind as the fad efFc6ls of
*' fin. But that this trangrefiion did procure in

*' itfelf the fecond death, viz. in the lake of fire or

" hell torments, either to Adam or any of his pof-

*' terity, as is by fome not only imagined but
*' affirmed; as it is a doctrine that is altogether

" fcripturclcfs, and fo falfe, fo it is altogether irra-

" tional ; from whence it hath no room in our
*' faith.'* In the preamble to this declaration,

compofed by the minifiers and mefifengers of upwards

of an hundred congregations, the defign of its being

publifhed is avowed not to make an oflentatious

difplay of fuperior attainments, but to bear their

tellimony to ** the faith once delivered to the
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" faints ;" and to conciliate the minds of thofe

who looked upon them as a people degenerated

from all other baptized congregations ; and to pave

the way, if poifible, for " a more perfect •acquaint-

" ance, acceptance, and fellowfhip with thofe

*^ churches, whom they believed to be one with
'' them in the moll: material points of faith and
" pra6lice, but who carried themfelves flrange

" towards them for want of a right underftandmg
" of their faith." The article which we have laft

quoted from their " Confellion," was not calculated

to meet the ideas and tafte of thofe who entertained

rigid fentimcnts concerning the effects of the fall of

man ; but it is a proof that thefe chriftians thought

for themfelves in this point : and as to the concilia-

lory end which they propofed to themfelves, by

their account of their faith, they exprelTed a be-

coming fortitude of mind to hear difappointment.

" If, when all is done, it do not anfwer the end for

*' which it is intended; but v/e muil, notwithftandmg,

" be looked upon as a bye-people, and be rcjefted or

" laid afide; w^e trud we ihall keep clofe to the Lord
" in the things that wc at pref:^nt underfland, until

*^ we are by fome divine authority convinced of

*^ forae religious iniflakes therein :''§ a declaration

expreflivg at once of firmnefs of mind, and an

opennefs to conviction.

In 1692, from May the 3d to the 2Arhy another

general aiTembly of Baptiils from. 107 churches

was held in London. To (Irengthen their union,

$ Crofby, vol iy. Appendix, T^o. u p. 7; ?ol,iii. p. a6e, a6x.
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and to condufb their affociatlons on a cotivenient

plan, it wasrefolved, at this alTembly, that, whereas,

for fome preceding years, the churches in feveral

counties had held their particular alTociations, and

one general, annually, at London, to divide this

one general meeting into two; one to be kept at

Briftol at Eafter, and the other in London at Whit-

funtide: and that after each, a narrative of the pro-

ceedings of each, as far as related to matters of

general ufe, fliould be printed and circulated among

the churches. It was alfo agreed that two mef-

fengers fliould be deputed from London to attend

the meeting at Briftol, and two from Briftol to be

prefent at that in London. It was agreed, with a

view to render the fund for minifters and ftudents

more efficient, and to facilitate the contributions,

that the churches fliould make quarterly colle<^ions

for it in what method they judged befl:. It was alfo

determined that thefe afTemblies were not to be

accountable to one another any more than churches

were : that no appeals were to be made to them

by the churches to determine matters of fai/b or

fdJI ; but that all matters referred to them for their

confideration were to be laid before them under the

form of propofitlons or queries for advice.

In the prefent age, when tafte for flicred mufic is

fo prevalent, and the gratification of if fo induftri-

oufly cultivated, it will appear aflonifliing to many,
that there ever exifted, among anybody of chriftians,

afcruple on the fubje^l of vocal mufic in the worfliip

of the Divine Being, But whether it might be
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partly afcribed to the want of a mufical tafle, or to a

purely confcientious fear of corrupting the fimplicity

of chriftian worfhip, and of a partial reverting to the

model of the Jewifli fervice, there were fome among

the Baptifts, in the times of which we are fpeaking,

who objected to finging in the aflemblies for public

worfliip. A controverfy on this fubje«51: was carried

on in different publications by feveral writers. The
fpirit in which this queftion was difcufTed by the

advocates of each fide was difgraceful and irritating

;

for the authors of the tra£ls which came from the

prefs on this occafion, loaded one another with uncha-

ritable refle£lions, cenfurcs, and reproaches. When
prejudice and pafTion, it may be fuppofed, had begun

to fubfide, and the writers had grown weary, both

parties agreed to refer the matter ro the examination

and determination of feven perfons, to be nominated

out of their body by this affembly. The nomination

fell on Mr. Andrew Gifford, of Briftol, Mr. Edm.

White, Mr. Henry Auftin, Mr. Robert Keate, of

Wantage, Mr. John Willis, Mr. Samuel Buttal, of

Plymouth, and Mr. John Scott, as arbitrators in

this difpute. The points to be fubmitted to their

confideration were dated and limited by the following

queftions put to each party : viz. *' Whether you
" are willing to be determined by the faid brethren,

^' and refolve to do what they fliall determine, ia

** order to the removing of all thofe refle&ions that

*' are writ in all the books that are printed on both
*' fides, about the controverfy of fmging, &c. ?

" The matters to be debated and determined are
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" only rerpe<fting refle<5lions and matters of facl.'*

The aflbmbly placing the decifion of the debate,

fabmitied to review, on this bafis, it is evident,

did not affumc an authority to decree on the merits

of the queftion, or the force of the argument ; but

aimed only to reconcile the parties. This queftiou

was anfwered and fully agreed to by Mr. William

Kiiiin, minlfter of the congregation in Devonftiire-

fquare, Mr. John Man, Mr. George Barret, Mr.

William Collin, paftor of the church in Petty-

France, Mr. Benjamin Keach, minifter of a congre-

gation in Southwark, Mr. Richard Steed, of

Faringdon, Berkfliire, and Mr. Thomas Hollowell.

The determination adopted and recommended on

this aifair was, " that all concerned on both fides in

" the controverfy fnould be deftred to call in and

" bring all their books, afterwards fpecified by their

'-' tides, iato the aflembly, or to whom they fliould

" appoint, and leave them to their difpofal: that if any
" perfifled in this reproachful method, they delivered

i' it as their fenfe that the perfon or perfcns a£ling

" thus, who fowed offences, divifions, and difcords

" aQiong chriflians, fhould be remarked.^' It was

alfo infcrted in the narrative of the proceedings of the

affembly, as their determination and entreaty, that

none of the members of the churches fliould buy, fell,

give, or difperfetheenumerated books, nor any others

thatcontaiaed the bitier rcfle^lions on their brethren.

Thefe determinations were introduced by aferious

and affcclionate expoftulation read with them to

botTl parties, and figned. It ran in this ftrain.
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« Beloved and honoured in the Lord, for your
" work's fake, we your unworthy brethren, whom
*' you have chofen to examine and determine
" the matters aforefaid, fo far as we know our
" own hearts, have fmgly, without refpecl of perfons,

*' judged as for the Lord; and iinanimouJJy con-
*' eluded, that thofe perfons who have been con-
^' cerned in this controverfy, have on both fides

*^ erred in mod of the particulars that were laid

" before us. If we have been partial in any thing,

^ it is only, for which we beg your pardon, that

*' we may lay your evils before you in eafy terms,

*' from this confidence, that the grace of God will

^^ help you much more to aggravate them in your
^^ own fouls ; efpccially when you compare how
^' unlike Jefus Chrift, and the holy commands he
'* hath given for brotherly love, your treatment

" hath been one towards another ; * who when he
" was reviled, reviled not again; ' i Pet. ii. 22, 23;
^' and how far ihort in this controverfy you have

" have come in anfwering that charafler which the

^^ Spirit of God gives of true charity, i Cor, jdii.

** 4, &c. Had the things wherewith you charge

" one another been true, we humbly conceive you
" fliould have taken thofe rules Chrift hath pre-

t* fcribed, in a more private debate, way, and method
" that would not have refle(fled upon your holy
*• profefFion and the name of God, to convince

" one another of your errors ; and that the ways
" you have taken to difcover the nakednefs of your
** brethren have been irregular, and tended rather
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" to beget greater offences and flumblings, than

*^ convincing, healing, and recovering. Ham for

*« difcovering the naked nefs of Noab was accurfed

'* of God. Gen. ix. 29. To proclaim one another's

*' errors to reproach is from the evil one, and to

*' give our enemies occafion to rejoice over our

" failings, forbidden to be told in Gaib and GilgaL

" 2 Sam. i. 20. You know who hath fiid that the

*' iffue of ' biting' will be ' to devour one another,*

'•^ if God prevent not. We grieve to think what
*' diflionours your method will bring to the name

" of God, reproach to your holy profefTion, (tum-

•' bling to iinners, and divifion among the churches

*' of Chrift. And therefore, as brethren, partakers

*' of the fame grace, we humbly exhort you, and

*' pray God would make you all fenfible of your

*^ errors, humble you for them, and * as God for

" * Chrill's fake hath forgiven you,' fo you would

" for his name fake * forgrlve one another.' And
^ therefore in the name of the Lord, and for his

^* fake, we entreat and determine that you proceed

" nu longer in fuch methods."

By thcfe moderate and conciliatory meafures, in

which not the decrees of authority but mild perfua-

fjons were employed, a (lop was put to the animo-

fities and troubles that threatened the Baptift

churches ; the quedion was feparated from the

fpirit v/ith which it had been dilculTed, and left to

(land on the flrength of the argument adduced;

and from that time fniging , the praifes of God ia

their public affemblics was adopted as a part of
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religious worfliip by many, with whom it had not

been before a pra6^ice.*

Though this alTembly was formed by a deputa-

tion from 107 churches only, the Baptifts were at

that time very numerous, and many of them never

joined in the alTcmblies of which we are fpeaking.

This denomination of diffenters refidcnt in Lon-

don and its vicinity, in 1696, when a fecret fcheme

to alTaflinate King William was difcovered, and his

Majefly was congratulated on his deliverance from

the defigns of his cnejnies by numerous addrefles, ap-

proached the throne as a diflin^fl: body, with their

fentiments of joy and attachment, in an addrcrfs on

the 9th of April, delivered by a very rcfpecStable

minifter, Mr. Jofeph Stennetr, introduced by the

Earl of Monmouth, then E.irl of Peterborough,

They declared, '' That they gladly embraced the

** occafion to affure his Majcfty that as they en-

*' joyed a fhare in the benign influences of his

*' government, whereby their civil and religious

" liberties had been fo happily proteflcd and vin-

*' dicated; fo they would make it their glory, as they

** accounted it their duty, to render his M;jclly the

*' utmoft fervice they wrre capable of in that fphcre

"wherein the law a'lowcd thrm to move." Asa
further teflimony of thdr fidclny and affcv^tion to his

Majefty'sperfon and government, they expreflcd their

cheerful readincfs " to follow the patrcrn of the ho-

" nourablc Houfe of Commons in fibfcribirg to an
" aflbciation fubjcined to the addfefs." And they

• Crofby, rol. iii. p. 466—a 70.

X 2
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eoncluded with faying, that " they would never

*' ceafe to offer up their mod fervent fupplications

<« to Heaven, that the fpirit of wifdom might con-

*' tinue to direct all his Majefty's councils ; that the

" Lord of Hods might ftill fucceed his arms ; that

" troops of affociate angels might guard his royal

*' perfon ; thai his Majefty might have a long and

*' happy reign on earth ; and at length wear a crown

*' of immortal glory in the kingdom of heaven.'*

This addrefs was not fuffered to pafs as merely a

cuftomary form, but was much taken notice of at

the time.

A difpofition to agitate the Trinitarian contro-

verfy now fliewed itfelf. Mr. Jofeph Wright, of

Maidftone, a man of piety and learning, brought a

charge of denying the divinity and humanity of

Chrift, unto the general aiTembly, againit Mr. Mat*

thew Caffin, of Horlham, another minifter of dif-

tinguifhed character and talents, with whom he had

been in the habits of intimate friendfliip and con-

fidential intercourfe ; and he infifted upon his

exclufion both from the affembly, and from

all communion with the Baptift churches. Mr.

Wright difgraced his zeal by grounding his charge,

not on what Mr. CafEn had advanced in an;^ publi-

cation, which would of courfe have been open to

animadverfion and cenfure, but on the communica-

tion of feiniments in private converfation, in which

he had made obje6lions to certain material parts of

the Atbanafian creed.

Mr. CafEn fet up a defence of himfelf againfl: the

charge of holding blafphemous and heretical opinions
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ungeneroully brought forward by Mr. Wright,
" He candidly acknowledged that fome propoiitions

'^ in that creed, after his mofl: diligent and impartial

** examination, were above his underflanding ; and
*' therefore he never had, nor could then, receive it as

" the (tandard of his faith. He infii'tcd on it that

*' the holy fcriptures contained all that could be
** necelTary for a chriftian to believe and profefs.

*' He declared, that if he were catechifed ever fo

*' feverely on them, he could not decline a free and
*' open declaration of hisfentiments. He avowed his

" belief in Chrift as the ' Word,' in the beginning of

^^ the creation with Goo; and that he v^^as in the

*' higheft imaginable fenfe God, confidently with
*' that mod eftabliihed truth, that there can be but
*' one abfolutely fupreme God. He avowed it as

''his opinion^ that Chrill was the ' God overall,'

" intended by Paul, which he thought conformable

<* to our Lord's own declaration concerning him-

" felf. He confefled his belief that Chrifl, as to

«^ hhjlejh, was the feed of the woman, the fon and
'^ offspring of David, conceived indeed miraculoully,

" but born of Mary in the fame natural way as

*' other men. He pleaded that it had been his ftudy

•* and delight to exalt and honour his Saviour,

*' both as God and man, to the highed degree of

*' thought: that he had never didurbed the minds
*' of any chriilians about unrevealed fublimities, but
*' left to every one the fame liberty of judgment
*' which he claimed for himfelf ; and while he
*^ owned that he was far enough from perfeflip^
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*' in knowledge, he appealed to his friends, as well

" knowing that he was always open to conviction,

" and thankful for every addition of new light.'*

It rcfl.6ls honour on this ailembly, which was

numerous, that this truly proteftant and ingenious

defence gave general fatisfaCtion ; and Mr. Wright

was much difcountenanced for his unbecoming re-

flections and his want of candour,

A general alTembly was, at a fhort diftance of

time, held at Aylcfbury, in the county of Bucks.

Here Mr. Wright engaged the concurrence of

another pcrfon, to exhibit again his charge againft

Mr. Caffin ; but again was difappointed in his views;

for this affembly alfo difmilTed the accufation, and

refolved, norwithflanding a difference of fentiments

on fome abflrufc unrevealed points, to maintain

amity and fricndfhip with Mr. Caffin.

Mr. Wright, chagrined with his difappointments,

and feeling the inefficiency of his influence, withdrew

frf^m the affernblies, and protefled againrt their pro-

ceedings. But the feed of contention wjiich he had

fown fprung up, and in either quarters there arofe

Dew accufers of Mr. Cffin. Ihe churches in

Buckinghanifhire a;id Nonhamptonfhire exhibited

fimilar charges againd him to the affembly convened

from them, and moved that he fliould be brought

to judgment. He explained himfclf with great

metkncfs and condefcenfion, and kiboured to recover

their good opinion, but without fucccfs. Their com-

plaint
. were renewed, and a hearing was again

demanded ) and the ailembly agreed that at Whlt^
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funtide next year, 1700, his cafe (liould be fully

examined. Ic met at the time fiKcd: Mr. Caffin

attended, and to prevent conFufion and tedious

debates, a commirtee of eight perfons, four of whom
were on the fide of the com.^lainants, was chofen to

confer with him, and to drav/ up a general determi-

nation, which, being alTented to and figned, might be

a fuincient ground of union. This was done, and

the following declaration, after it had been read

feveral times, received the fignature of all who

were prefent, and was publilhed by the com-

plainants, viz.

" According to the trufl: repofed in us, we offered

*' to the affcmbly, that it be agreed, that Chrift, as

*' he was the Word^ is from the beginning ; but ia

" time that Word took not on him the nature of

*' angels, but took on him the feed of Abraham

;

**^ and as fuch is Emanuel, God with us, or God mani-

^^
fefi in thejicp : and as he is the Word, is one with

" the Father and the Holy Ghoft. And as he was

" God manifejied In the jlejb, fo he is the Jefus that

^' tajied death for every one. And further, whereas

*' there have been, and yet are, debates about the

" Most High God, we conceive He is one

*' infinite, unchangeable, and eternal fpirit, incom-

**^ prthenfible Godhead, and doth fubfift in the

" Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft.

** Wm. Gooch,

*^Benj. Miller,

*'Tho3. Kirby,
" David Brov/n,

"Wm. Vincent,
^* John Hassum,
'' John Amory,
" Nath. Gale/'
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It was alfo entered in the journals of the aflembly,

<* That the defence brother Matthew Caffin has

" made, together with his acknowledgements, are

" to the fatisfa^lion of the aflembly."

This vote, though it breathed the fpirit of peace

and tolerance, had not immediately its defired eHecV.

At the next meeting of the general alTembly, the

churches in the county of Northampton lodged a

complaint, that Mr. Caliin had not been tried to their

fatisfa£^ion. After a deliberate debate, a motion

was made, put to the vote, and carried by a great

majority, '^ that the declaration made by Mr. Caffin,

" and his figning the aforefaid expedient was fuffi-

^'^ cient and ratisfa£lory." Notwithdanding this con-

ciliatory refolution paiTed, the diffatisfied did not

acquiefce in it ; but cheri{l:iing the uneafmefs which

rankled in their breafts, forfook the affemblies of

their brethren, and held for fome years feparate

affociations ; till at length, after fome eiTays, a

friendly union was accomplilhed on a fure founda-

tion of forbearance Ciud charity,—an adherence to

the fcriptures onjy as the complete and only rule of

faith and practice. It was a fign of the ill-nature

and diilike which the feparaiifts indulged on this

occaficn, that tbe ailembly from which they with-

drew was, for a Ihort time, called Caffinite/^

From the time of the Reformation a pra61ice of

holding public difputations on ibe theological quef-

tions on which the parties of the times differed,

had exifted in Europe and in England. They were

X Crofby, vcl. iii. p. jSc—'zSjo
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foraetiraes appointed by royal proclamation, not To

much with the candid defisrn of inveiliG:atlna: the

truth, as with the hope of gaining a triumph over

ihofe who ventured to dilTent from the religious

principles and injunflions which the power of the

flate had legalized. This mode of fettling contro-

yerfles on points of faith or prafiice was at other

limes voluntarily adopted by partizans of each fide,

without the authority of the magillrate or the pro^

te£lion of power. The principles of the Baptifts

were repeatedly brought to this difcuiTion and trial.

The firft difputation on them was holden in South-

wark, 17th 0£l. 1642, between Dr. Featly, Mr.

KiSin, and others. The next took place in London,

in the year 1643, ^^ different times and through

feveral weeks, between Mr. Knollis, Mr. KliEn, and

Mr. JefTey. A third was conducted at Tirling in

the county of ElTex, on nth Jan. 1643, ^Y ^^^'

John Stalham, Mr. Newton, Mr. Gray, Mr. Butr,

and Mr. Thomas Lambe. Mr. Gibbs and Mr.

Richard Carpenter held a difputation, about the

year 1647, before a great aflembly of miniders and

others, in the parilli church of Newport-Pagnell.

Mr. Samuel Fifher, and feveral clergymen, on July

26y 1649, engaged in fuch a verbal difcuffion at

Afhford, in the county of Kent. On a challenge

given by Mr. Baxter, this mode of dating and de-

fending their refpedlive opinions was adopted by the

learned Mr. Tombes, on Jan. ifl, 1649, in the parifh

church of Bewdley. On 2d May, 1652, a difpu-

iation of this kind was holden at Cork, in Ireland,
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between Dr. Harding, Dr. Worth, and Mr.

Murcotr. Mr. John Craig, Mr. lienry Vaughan,

and Mr. John rombes engaged in a limilar debate

at Abergavenny in the county of Monmouth.

Portfmouth was the theatre of the la(t of thefc

contefts ; which, though they might draw attention

to the quelVions controverted between the parties,

and lead fome perfons to enquiry, unhappily tended

more to inflame the pailions of the dilpuiants, and

to excite an cagernefs lor victory, than to elicit

the truth. This difputaiion was holden, with

his Majedy's licence, on February 22, 1698.

The difputants on the fide of the rxdobaptiits

were Mr. Samuel Chandler, of Fareham, and Mr.

Leigh, of Newport ; and Mr. Robinfon, of llun-

gerford, was their moderator. The minillers

who advocated the princij^les of the Baptills

were Dr. William RuiTel, of London ; Mr. John

Williams:, of EdiUKnoyle ; and the moderator,

Mr. Jolm Sharp, pf Frome. The difputation was

conducted in the old mode of the fchools by fyllo-

gifms. Two quedions came under difcuilion in this

debate.* Fiift, '' Whether according to the com-

" million of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriil, adult

•' believers are the only proper fiibjc^ls of ^?^/;.f;;7,

** and not iufunts r** Secondly, " Whether the

*' ordinance ot biiptism^ as appointed by Chri(l:» is

*' to be admmiitered hy dlpphig, plunging, or over-

" whelming only, and no otherwife ?'* It began at

ten in the morning, and laded till between the hours

of fix and fevcn in the evening j when iifier much
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advanced on boih fides about words to no profit,

and fij as to create a coiifufed janpjing and noife,

Mr Williams, a prefbyterian minidcr, as were all

the PicJ(jbapiill difputants, faid he thought there

liad been little faid to the purpofc. To whom Dr.

Jdillel replied, *' Mr. Williams, I think there hath

" been a great deal faid, more than hath been an-

" fwered ; but if you are not faiisfied, we will wave
*' all that hath been fiiid, and I will difpute it over
*' witli you dc novo,'* Mr. Williams, with a flirug,

declined this challenge, faying he was not well.

Upon which it wai judged proper to clofe the dif-

put'uion. Each party having addrcll'ed the governor

and mayor with their thanks for the civility fliewn

to them, Mr. Leigh concluded with prayer, and

difiniifed the afiembly. One of the public prints,

called the Poftman, on the 25fh of February, de-

clared the viiftory to be on the fide of the Pcedo-

bapti(l>i; and charged Dr. Ruffcll with employing

all the fubileiy and lophiflry of the fchools in the

management of the argument againd infant baptifm.

From this charge it was inferred that he handled the

fub)e<fts of del)ate will) the dexterity of an able

difpuiant, and prefled his opponents with no mean

and contemptible arguments. A partial account of

it, accompanied with milreprefentations and unhand-

fome refleftion'^, appeared in the " Flying Pud" of

the id: of April. Ir was an indance of dilingenuous

oruncandid cunducfl in the fcrd)e of the PaeJobap-

tids, that when the fcribe on the fide of tlie bapiids

went to propofe comparing with him their refpei^tive
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minutes, he refufed it ; and no applications could

procure from him even a fight of his papers : he

pleaded that his copy was very imperfe6i:5 as he had

never before been engaged in fuch an office. Dr.

Ruffel fubmitted to the judgment of the public the

decifion on which fide the vi£l:ory lay, by giving the

difputation from the prefs, in a tra£l, entitled, " A
" true Narrative of the Portfmouth Difputation,

" between fome Minifters of the Prejhyterians and

«^ others of the Bapiiji perfuafion, concerning the

*' fubje£ls and manner of Baptifm."t About three

months afterwards, the P^edobaptifts publifhed their

own account of it ; which they confefled was

imperfe6l, and in which others detefted feveral inferr

tions, tranfpofitions, falfifications, and additions.

About this time Mr. Pilkington, a Benedi£line

monk, renounced popery, and embraced proteftant-

ifm under the form of profeffion obferved by the

baptifls. This event, by its unufual and fingular

nature, may be fuppofed at the time to have created

an intereft in the public mind, and to have called the

attention of men to the denomination of chriflians,

to which, under fo remarkable a change of fenti-

ments and religious profeffion, Mr. Pilkington joined

himfelf ; and on thefe groimds may have a claim to

be noticed in this hiftory. His education at firfl was

condud^ed by fome Romifli emiffaries in England;

under whofe tuition he fpent five years and a half#

The proficiency which he had made in an acquaint-

ance with the principles of the catholic faith during

t This narrative is preferved by Crofby, vol. iii. p, Z'^^—ZSI'^
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that period, induced the friends of it to fend him to

the Englifh feminary at Lifbon, to perfedl his qua-

lifications for fuftaining the charafler of a miiTionarj.

Here he fpent three years and upwards, imbibing

erroneous notions concerning proteftantifm, and

almofl: infuperable prejudices againfl: it. Regarding

it as a dangerous herefy, more effecl:ually to fecure

himfelf from being drawn into it, he refolved to

relinquifli the defign of becoming a millionary priefl,

and to betake himfelf to a religious (late. With
this view he made interefl: with the monks of a

certain order, and obtained their ccnfent to be ad-

mitted to their habit. When the prefident of the

college heard of it, unwilling to lofe one of his flock,

and fearing that Mr. Pilkington's friends, who
defigned him for other ends, would refcnt the flep,

he put a flop to the defign by frequent applications

to the Pope's nuncio. The difappointment created

great animofities between the two religious houfes;

and fo exafDerated the mind of the youne candidate
1 JO

for the habit of a monk, that he retufed obedience •

to the conftitutions of the college ; and though he

had no doubt but that his conduct would highly

difguft his friends, he requeued a difmiiTion from

it, in order to return to England.

In this flate of his mind he refolved to fearch into

the do61rines of the church of England, under a

fanguine hope, that if he could perfuade himfelf of

the pofTibility of falvation out of the church of

Rome, he fhould meet in England with other friends

to maintain him at one of the univerfities. In
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purfuance oF this refolution he coinrauTiicated his

intentions to Mr. Colbatch, chaplain oF the Englilh

faiftory, with whom he had convcrfed feveral times

on controv(:rtcd points in religion, and reqnefled his

recommendation to fome oF the clergy in England.

This gentleman F.;Vourfd his views by writing to the

BiOiop oF Salilbury's chaplain, whom, on hi^ arrival

at London, he unFortunately found out oF town;

but on applying to fome other clergymen he was

introduced to the Archbifhop of Canterbury.

The encouragement and patronage afforded him

at thisjundlure (o diffipated his Fears and animated

his intentions, as to difpel for the prefent all appre-

henfions for his foul's futuie ftate ; and fafcinated

by the rifing hopes of preFerment, he forgot the

refolution he had made of not forfaking the Romifh

communion till he was convinced of the poffibility

oF falvation out of it. Under this fliort retreat of

prejudice, and led away by feducing profpe^ls,

though he had fcarcely begun the fearch after truth,

he thought he had found it, and was hafty to poiTefs

it. Upon requeding to take orders in the church

he was Tent to Oxford. Here his former prejudices

revived ; doubts and fcruples to the difadvantage of

proteftantifm arofe in his mind ; vain were his

attempts to ftifie thefe thoughts ; the civilities

he received at the univerfity, though far above his

expectations, were bands too weak to attach him

to the place; the preferments promifed to him,

though confiderahle, could not afford peace to his

mind. Having fpent four terms in the univerfity.
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he returned to the church of Rome. On his re-

admiflion into that communion , he fubmitted to the

penance of a pilgrimage from London to Holy-Well

in Wales, on foot, and by begging. After eighteen

months, peace being concluded with France, he was

admitted to the habit of a Benedi^ine monk in the

Engliflimonalteryof St. Edmund in Paris j in which

he continued nearly a year.

In this place new views were prefented to his

mind ; and his temporary conne£lion with this reli-

gious order, eventually led him to be in reality, what

he had been before but in effigy, a proteftant. The
reprefentations which he had read, and the reports

which he had heard of the profelTors of this faith,

infpired him with an unufual curiofity to obferve,

and narrowly to infpe<^, their pra£lices. The po(t

of fecretary to the convent, which on account of

the great age of the fecretary he fupplied, afiorded

him favourable and peculiar opportunities of noticing

the manners of the houfe. All things, to his great

furprize, ran counter to his expedations. The

whole family he difcovered was divided into factions

and parties; ambition, pride, and felf-love marked

the chara£i:ers and deportment of the individuals of

'the order j inftead of hofpitality and real poverty,

nothing was to be feen but infatiable avarice and

third after riches. In the place of boafted tempe«

ranee, excefs and gluttony, to avoid public fcandal,

were practised in private : and inftead of referved

and abftemious manners, the general and other

fuperiors had their parties of young females,
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whom they regaled with wines and luxuries, in

a clofe chapel of the church. The obedience of the

order appeared mod in obeying their own unbridled

lufts and paiTions. In a word, ''it feemed to me,

he declares, '' their chief (tudy was, which of them

" fiiould be mod wicked at home, and yet be thought

*' the mod holy abroad ; that is to fay, who fliould

" mod genteelly play the hypocrite."

Though thefe pra<5lices and examples raifed his

difgud, and expofed him to great temptations, yet

the attachment to a monadic life which he dill re-

tained, inclioed him to believe that he could live

up to the rules of the order, though very fevere,

which others allowed theinfelves the liberty of

breaking. This confideration had almod determined

him to continue in this conne£lion, when taking a

bible into his hands, he cad his eyes on the 2 2d

verfe of the 9th chapter of the fird epidle to the

Corinthians—*' I therefore fo run, not as uncertainly;

" fo fight I, not as one that beateth the air." This

paffage, the iraprcffion of which on his mind was

drengiuenal by another that occurred to his

thoughts, from the 12th verfe of the id chapter of

Ifaiah, viz, '' Vfho hath required thefe things at

*^ your hands r" produced various doubts and ap-

prehenfions in his mind, and an agitation which per-

mitted him to take little red day or night. After

frequent contcds w^ta himleif for and ae:aind the

exercife of thofe mortifications and auderities Vv^hich

the rules of the houk enjoined, he began to reflect

on the rearonablenei'^. and Viclqht of ChrlR's decla-
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ration, ** When ye fhall have done all thofe things

*^ which are commanded you, fay we are unprofitable

*' fervants :" another of the Apoftle Paul, " That the

*' fufFerings of this prefent time are not worthy to be

*^ compared to the glory that {hall be revealed in us,*'

alfo much affecE^ed him. The train of his thoucjhts

led him to a convidion that the Romifli doctrine of

merit, and the efficacy of works of fupererogation,

was highly derogatory to the honour of Chrifl.

When he witneiTed the expreffions of the far greater

veneration paid to the Virgin Mary than to her

Son, by pulling off their hoods, by kneeling down,

and by lighting the candles on the altar when they

fang anthems to her, (practices not obferved in

other parts of the fervice,) he was perfuaded that

iheir faints' worfhip fell under the fame cenfure.

As his former prejudices yielded to the fpiric of

enquiry, thefe and other difcoveries concerning the

practices and principles of the Roman Catholic reli-

gion led him to examine all its other do£lrines.

Therefult of this inveftigation was a conviction that

the greatefl: part of them was repugnant to the word

of God ; and he rcfledled with great aflonifliment

that he had not fooner difcerned the errors and

fuperflitions of the Catholic church, which he now'

began to look on as abominations.

To fortify his mind againfl: any temptations to a

fecond relapfe, he formed a firm, deliberate refolution

to fhut his eyes againft all dodlrines that could not

be plainly proved from the fcrlptures; and laying

afidc all motives of intereft, to join in communion

Y
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with thatVliurch, whofe opinions and worfhip (hould,

on examination, appear to him mofl conformable to

them. In purfuance of thefc purpofes he returned

to England ; he attended on the fermons of the clergy

of the eftabljflied church, and of the diflenting

miniflers of different denominations; he candidly and

ferioufly read their publications; and perufed with

particular attention the thirty-nine articles of the

church of England, not without a wifh to find them

In all points fo agreeable, in his judgment, to the

fcriptures, that he might with fatisfa£lion to himfelf

have fat down in that communion, in which he would

have rejoiced. But infuperable objections offered

themfelves to his mind. He could not affent to the

34th article, on the traditions of the church ; nor

the 35th article, of homilies ; nor to the 36th, of

confecration of bifhops and miniflers. He could

noi admit the claim advanced in the 20th article,

that the church hath power to decree rites and

ceremonies, and authority in controvcrfies of faith.

He alfo could not agree with the claufe relative to

infant baptifm, in the 27th article. On thefe

grounds he defired to be admitted into the commu-

nion of the Baptifts, whofe doClrine and worfliip, in

his judgment, came ncareft to the holy fcriptures.f

Mr. Pilkingron was baptized by the Rev. John

Piggott, minifter of the congregation in Little Wylde-

ftreet, Lincoln's-Inn fields ; who, on the occafion,

firfl: addreffed him in the prefence of the church,

md before a numerous auditory, with a folema.

t Crolby, vol. iv. Appendix, No. u«
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charge to " fpeak nothing but the truth'* in declaring

the change of his fentiments, and dating the grounds

and motives of his condu(fl : he alfo earneftly

befpoke a candid and impartial attention from the

auditory to the account which they were to receive

from Mr. Pilkington, of the manner and means of

his convidlion, and of the reafons which induced him

to withdraw frbm the worfliip and communion of

the church of Rome. This was done by his reading

a narrative, from which the preceding hiftory is

drawn. He then in a folemn recantation profeffed

his full conviftion of all the palpable errors, corrup-

tions, and novelties of the church of Rome, both in

doctrine and pra£lice ; and his utter abjuration of

the fame with great abhorrence and deteftation,

particularly its tenets concerning the infallibility and

fupremacy of the bifhop or church of Rome, as

grofsly intrenching on the prerogatives of G0D.5

Thefe afls in the proceedings of the occafion fhew

that due caution and deliberation were excrcifed on

it, and that a zeal for profelytifm did not betray the

Baptlfts into a neglect of obtaining fatisfaifllon con-

cerning the fmcerlty of the convert, and the intelli-

gence and judgment with which he a£led.

In September, 1701, King James died at St.

Germain's in France, above twelve years after his

exile, and after frequent unfuccefsful attempts to

regain the crown. On this the French kin^-, con-

trary to the advice of his miniftry, proclaimed the

pretended Prince of Wales king of England; and

§ Crofby, vol. iii. p. 253* A, 5 ; vol. iy. ut fupra.

Y 2
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exerted hfs intercfl: with other courts, in which he

had minifters, to engage their princes to own him
in the fame chara^er. This conduit of Lewis XIV.
gave univerfal difguft. King William looked upon

it as an open violation of the treaty of Ryfwick 5

the nation felt high indignation at feeing a foreign

power, with which it was then at peace, pretend to

declare who ought to fit on the Englifh throne ; and

expreffed their refentment in numerous addrefles to

the king of iheir own choice from all parts of the

kingdom. The Baptift miniflers in and about the

city of London, as a difl:in<5t body, followed their

felIow-fubje<fls in thcfe teftimonies of loyalty and

affcclion. Their addrefs was prefented to his

Majefty at Hampton-Court, on Dec. 21, by Mr.

Stcnnet, introduced by the Right Honourable the

Earl of Peterborough, In this addrefs, befides

general declarations of attachment to the king, and

of folicitude for the fettlement of the fuccefTion to

the throne in the proteftant line, they delivered their

fentiments on the particular object of the addrefs in

the following manner ; fpeaking for themfelvcs and

for their feveral congregations, they faid, *' As wc
*' cannot forget what difficulties and dangers your

** Majefty has generoufly encountered and glorioufly

" overcome, in delivering and proie£ling thefe

*' kingdoms from popery and arbitrary power, fo

*' we conceive a juft indignation againfl the late per-

*' fidious and prefumptuous condu6l of the French
*' king; who, not content to enflave and perfecutc

*' his own people, afpires to give kings and laws to
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** Other nations, and h is taken upon him to own and
^^ dec'are the pretended Prince oK Wales to be king

*' of thcfe realms, of which your Majefty is the only

** lawful and rightful fovereign."*

Mr Stennet, about thi^time, appeared alfo as the

advocate of the whole body with which he was

connected, by defending their difcriminating opinion

and pra«^ice in religion from the prefs. They were

attacked in a work, entitled " Fundamentals without

*^ a foundation, or a true pi(^ure of the Anabaptiils,'*

by David Ruflen. The defign of this treatife was

not only to controvert, but to reproach the prin"

ciples of the Baptifts. Mr. Stennet replied to this

writer, without difcovering the lead appearance of

anger or refentment, in an eafy and pieafant ftrain,

with much learning and folid reafoning, mixed with

fine turns of wit, which were natural to him.|

While the Baptifts derived their denomination

from one common principle concerning the nature

and defign of baptifm, there was a variety of fenti-

ment amongft: them on feveral theological points,

which gave birth to different fc<^s; particularly two

on dodtrinal opinions, diftinguiflied by the denomi-

nation of Pariicidar and General Baptifts. The
former were underftood to coincide in their fenti-

ments with Calvin; particularly on the do(5lrine of

abfolute and perfonal or individual ele£>ion. The
latter, or General Baptifts, entertained thofe views

of the divine decrees, and of the extent of the fcheme

of falvation, which had been advanced and defendeci

* Cro/by, voJ» iii.p. z$h S» t Idem, p. 3609
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by Armlnlus and his adherents, and embraced the

doctrine of general redemption. Among each of

thefc denominations there were fome congregations

who derived the difcriminating nameof 5^Z'Z'^/<^r/^;7^

from their religious obfervance of the fevenrh day

of the week, as a day of reft and focial worihip, in

conformity to the fourth commandment, which they

confidered as obligatory on Chriftians. Mr, Francis

Bampfield, a ftudent in Wadham college, Oxford,

and eje£led from Sherborne in Dorfetfliire, formed

a church after thi?, at Pinner's hall in London, on

the fabbatarian principle, of which he was a zealous

afTertor.* The Baptifts of thefe different claffrs

obferved, in general, the fame rules of church go-

vernment as the other proteftant dlflenters; except

that they admitted none, at that period, to commu-

nion with them in the Lord's Supper, who had not

made the perfonal profefllon of the chriftian faith by

immerfion. Of latter years fome of their congrega-

tions have relaxed their difcipline in this refpe6t,

and allow of mixed communion; and receive to the

Lord's Supper thofe who differ from them on the

queftions concerning baptifm; ailing on this princi-

ple, that Chrifl only is our mader, and that every man

muft, from the fnicere and impartial fludy of the New
Teftament, form his judgment on the chriftian doc-

trine and inftitutions of the gofpel, and not from an

implicit or carelefs deference to the ideas and notions

of other men.

* See the Author's edition of Ncal's Iliflory of the PuritanSi

vpl. iv. p. 6io, 6ii, and note t.
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The Baptiils had, and in fome parts of the king-

dom ftill continue, an office pecuhar to themfelves

:

it is that of melTengers, or angels of the churches;

ufmg the word in its original primary fenfe. They

are looked upon as fupcrior in rank and dignity to

common paftors. To this office is attached the

power of vifiting the churches through certain

appointed diftri£ls, containing, perhaps, feveral

counties. At ordinations, if one of thefe angels or

melTengers be prefent, he ordains by laying on his

own hands only; and thus qualifies the perfon

ordained to be a melTenger, wherever he is chofen

to that office. But if the perfons elected to it have

received ordination only from common padors, he

mud be ordained again by one or more of thofe

angels, before he can himfelf a6t in that capacity.

The mod able, ufeful, and active miniflers are elected

to vifit the churches, and to exercife a kind of

general fuperintendcncy under that name. It is

apprehended that Titus, Timothy, and Sylvanus

were meffengers in the earlied times of chrilfianity.

They red the origin and authority of the office,

particularly on theapodolicdeclaration, 2Cor. viii. 3,
*^ Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner

*^ and fellow-helper concerning you; or our brethren

*' be enquired of, they are the meffi^ngers of the

" churches, and the glory of Chrid.''J On fuch

grounds they argued for the jus diviman of the

X Crofby, vol. ill. p. 273 ; Thompfon's MS. Colleifllons, penes

me, vol. i. article Bofton in Lincolnrtiire ; Everfhed's Sermon, en-

tilled, " The MelTengers' Million," preached at Canterbury at the

«xdinatioQ of meflengers, July 29th, 1783,
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meffengcr's office. The Baptifts had alfo, amongfl

feme of their churches, the cultom of receiving into

their community newly-baptized perfons by impofi-

tion of hands, as a tradition and pra£i:ice derived

from the apoftles, and as an early and invariable

method of admitting members into the church of

Chrid ; this cuflom they reckon one of the Tl^ fun-

damentals or " principles of the do^^rine of Chrift,"

enumerated Heb. yi. i, 2.

From this furvey of the general hiflory of the

Baptifts during the period between the Revolution

and the death of King William, our plan leads us to

notice thofe individuals who, at that time, appear

to have been particularly efteemed and regarded by

them as men of talents and influence.

Amongfl: thefe w^s Mr, William KiJ/in, who began

his miniflry with the Independents ; but afterwards

taking a part in the conferences that were held in

the congregation of Mr. Henry JefTey, when the

majority of them adopted the fentiments of the

Baptiflsj* Mr. Kilfin at that time changed hi^ opi-

nion, and joined himfelf to the church of Mr. John

Spillbury. A difference arofe between them about

permitting an individual to preach to them, who
had not been initiated into the chriftian church

by immerfion ; as if the confcientious omifTion, on

one fide, of a right confidered as an inflitution of

Chrifl by the other party, could vitiate the func-

tions of the minifler : or as if a mutual indulgence

10 the diciates of confciencc could be a criminid

* See Neal, vol. iii. p. 51^,
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connivance at error. On this point thefe good men
parted, but to their credit they kept up a friendly

correfpondence. Mr. Kiffin became the paflor of

abaptift congregation in Devonlhire-fquarejLondon.

After the Reiloration he had great influence at court,

both with the King, and Chancellor Hyde ; and

poirefling opulence, is reported to have fupplied his

Majefty, on preifing emergencies, with a piefent of

ten thoufand pounds. He improved his interefl

with the king to obtain an order for the examination,

in council, of a fcurrllous and malignant pamphlet,

meant to defame the Baptifts, entitled '' Baxter
*' baptized in blood."* Another effect of his

influence was the pardon of twelve baptin:s, who
were condemned to death at Aylefbury, for refufmg

to conform to the efl:abli{hed church, under a claufe

in the conventicle aft of the 35th of Queen E\U

zabeth, by the juflices of the county at a quarter

fefllons : a proceeding which furprized the king,

who could fcarcely believe that any law to jullify

putting his fubjefts to death for religion only could

be in force.f Mr. Kiffin himfelf had, in the time of

the Commonwealth, been profecuted under the

ordinance of Parliament, enafted, with a defigned

reference to Mr. Riddle, for punifliing blafphemies

and herefies. On the 12th July 1655, he was fum-

moned before the Lord-Mayor, and charged with

a breach of this ordinance, by preaching that " the

" baptifm of infants was unlawful." That magiflratq

* See Neal, vol. iv. p. 477.

t Crofbvj vol. lu p. 181J and vol. iii. p, s»
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being bufy, the execution of the penahy incurred

was referred to the following Monday.* The influ-

ence \^hkh he had at Court, inftead of abafhing

malignity, provoked it, and increafed the number of

his enemies, and they formed a delign upon his

life; which coming to his knowledge by a letter

that was intercepted, he was fo happy as to efcape.

He and Mr. Knollys advocated the principles of the

Baptifts againft Dr. Grew and Dr. Bryan, in a

difputation held at Coventry ; in which both fides

claimed the vi6lory, but which was conducted with

good temper and great moderation, and clofed with-

out any diminution of friendly regards. Mr. Kiffin

lived to be very old, and preached to the lad. He
was a man of confiderable parts, had learning, and

was an acute difputant. It is a fign of his weight, and

of the eilimation in which he was held by the reli-

gious and political communities, that he was one of

the five baptifts, who were made aldermen by King

James II. when he deprived the city of London

of its charter.f

Another individual, who obtained difllnflion among

the baptifts of that day, and was the author of a

Treatife in 4to. on the fubjecl of baptifm, was Mr.

Thomas Patierit^ who began his miniflry among the

Independents in Nev/ England ; but by his own re-

flections in reading the fcriptures, was led to con-

clude that infant baptifm had no foundation in

them. This change oi fentiments provoked the

refentment of his brethren, and expofeci him to much

* Crofby, vol. i. p. 215. t Id. vol. iii. p. 3j 4> 5*
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fnfFering, and which induced him to emigrate to

England ; where he became co-pa(ior with Mr,

William Kifnn. He accompanied General Fleet-

wood to Ireland, and fettled there ; and after Dr.

Winter was removed by the General, ufaally preached

in the Cathedral. The intereft of the baptifls was

much advanced by his labours in that kingdom, and

he is thought to have formed the baptift church at

Cloughkeating ; which in the year 1740 confided of

between two or three hundred members, united in

one communion, though fome were of the gerieral

and others of the particular perfuafion. This church

was implicated in the profecutions which followed

the fuppreiTion of Monmouth's infurre6lion; and the

minifter and all the members were tried for their

lives. The foreman of the jury fwore, before he

went into the court, that he would not leave it till

he had brought them all in guilty : a ra(h and pro-

fane way of prejudging a caufe. As foon as he

entered the court he died: and the reft of the jury

acquitted them.*

There did not arife among this denomination of

chriftians a more remarkable characSter, in many re-

fpe6ls, than Mr, John Bunyan; who was born of

honeft but poor parents, at Elftow in Bedfordfliire,

in 1628. His father was a tinker : his education

confided only in being taught to read and wTite ;

and after he was grown up, he followed his fathers

occupation. In 1645 he ferved as a foldier in the

Parliament's army at the fiege of Leicefter. In his

* Crofby, vol. iii. p. 43.
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youth he was very vicious, and greatly corrupted

the manners of his young companions. He became

at length a thoughtful and pious man. Different

incidents feem to have awakened the principle of

confcience in his bread, and to have led him into

deep, ferious, and penitent refltdions. The reproof

of a woman, a notorioufly wicked chara6ier, ad-

dreffed to hira with fharpnefs, when he was curfmg

and fwearing in a vehement manner, and reproaching

him as able to fpoil all the youth in the town, filled

him with (hame, and determined him to refrain from

that profane practice. An accidental converfation

with a poor man on religion induced him to apply

himfelf to reading the fcriptures ; which was fol-

lowed by fuch a reformation, both in his words and

life, that the change in his manners filled his neigh-

bours with aflonifhment, and converted their former

cenfures of his condufl into commendation and

praife, A cafual conference alfo with four poor

women, into whofe company he fell at Bedford, on

the fubjefl of the new birth, left very ferious im-

preflions on his mind. He himfelf, it appears,

afcribed his converfion, principally, or in the firft

inflance, to a fudden voice from Heaven, faying,

*' Will thou leave thy fins, and go to heaven; or have

'' thy fins, and go to hell r" and accofting him when

he was at play with his companions. This excited

fuch an aftonlfliment, that he immediately left his

fport, and looking up to heaven, whence the voice

fcemed to come, he thought he faw the Lord Jefus

looking down upon him and threatening him with
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fomegrievous punifliment for his irreligious prafllces*

This fuppofed phaenomenon indicated a (late of mind

previoufly much agitated and affe£led with confcious

guilt, aided by the force and vivacity of an imagi-

nation ftrongly tin<flured with enthufiafm, of the in-

fluence of which his hi(lory affords various inftances;

for on other and future occafions he conceived that

he faw vifions and heard voices from heaven. The
turn of his thoughts, and the natural power of fancy,

prefenting images fuitable to his remorfe and fears,

were as really the means which a gracious Providence

employed to bring him to repentance, and the

effect was the fame, as if a real fupernatural im-

prcffion had been made on his ear, or a miraculous

fcene had been prefented to his eye. He became a

man of fincere piety and blamelcfs morals ; though

the latter did not fcreen him from malicious and

groundlefs calumnies; and the former was unhappily

accompanied with great bigotry and a cenforious

fpirit. When he married, he was extremely poor,

not having fo much furniture as even a di(h or a

fpoon, and all the portion his wife brought him,

confided in two books, '^ The plain Man's Path-way

" to Heaven," and " The Practice of Piety." After

his converfiou he was baptized by Mr. GifFord, the

minifter of the baptift church, in Bedford, and ad-

mitted a member of it about the year 1655.* His

* Long before the year 1650, there were in this towa and

neighbourhood pious perfons, who felt a deteftation of cpifcopal

fuperftition and tyranny, and united in fearching after nonconfor-

mifts, called in that day P«r//^/7/. The chief among thefs were
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talents and gifts and religious fpirit attra^led the

attention of this congregation, amongfl: whom he

for fomc time gave a word of exhortation, or led

their worfliip, till they called him to the chara£ler

of a public minifter, and fet him apart to that office

by fading and prayer. He was a popular preacher,

and generally fpoke with much fluency and with great

effect. A Cambridge fcholar, who afterwards be-

came a very eminent minifter in the county, is par-

ticularly mentioned as an inftancc of the power and

the Rev. Mr. Man, Mr. John Grew, Mr. John Efton, and Mr.

Anthony Harrington. They neither were nor defired to be formed

into a church ; but were zealous to edify each other, and to pro-

mote the gofpei by their HberaHty and friendfliip. Always keeping

a door open, and a table furniflied, for thofe,minifters and chriftians

who evinced a zeal for the purity and pradlice of religion. About

the year 1650 came among them Mr. John GifFord, a native of

Kent, who had been a great royaHll and a major in the king's army;

but had been recently under deep religious imprefTions, and had

commenced preacher. His labours in that character were acceptable,

and fuccefsful in awakening in the minds of feme a religious con-

cern, and in engaging thefe friends of piety to form themfelves into

a church, of which he was chofen the pallor or elder.

** The principles on which they entered into feliowfhip one
" with another, and on which they received new members into

** their chriftian affociation, v/erefaitS in Chrifi and hoUnefs oflifey
*' without refpeclH: to this or that circumftance of opinion in outward
" or circumftantial points. By thefe means faith andholinefs were
" encouraged, love and amity were maintained, difputing and
" occafional jangiings were avoided, and many that were weak in

*' the faith were confirmed in the principles of eternal life."* In

confiftency with the large bahs, on which this church was confti-

tuted, its next minifter, Mr. Bunyan, was an advocate for the mixed
communion of chriftians,^ who differed in opinion on the queftions

relative to baptifm.

• Thonifon's Colle(5lions, vol. i. Bedford MSS.
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fuccefs of his preaching, Mr. Bunyan was to

appear on a week-day in the pulpit of a church in a

country village, in the county; and a great number of

people was collecled together to hear him. The
Cambridge (iudenc riding by at the time enquired,

what meant the concourfc of people ? He was told

that one Bunyan, a tinker^ was to preach there ; in

a fportive mood he committed his horfe to the care

of a boy, faying, '' he was refolved to hear the tinker

^•^ prate^' and went into the church. His attention

was fixed ; he was afFe<fted and impreffed j he came

out feiious and thoughtful, and much changed;

and would, when he could gratify his tafle, hear

none but the tinker for a long time.* The learned

Dr. Owen, the vice-chancellor of the univerfity of

Oxford, countenanced his miniderial labours, and

attended his fermons. The intolerance of the go-

vernment, in a few years, put a frop to this courfe

of fervices. On the 12th of November, 1660, he

was requeued to preach at Ganfel, near Harlington,

in Bedfordfliire ; and there he was apprehended by

virtue of a warrant granted by Francis Wingate, efq;

a juflice of peace, before whom he was taken, and

then committed to Bedford goal. After an impri-

fonment of feven weeks he was tried on an indict-

ment at Bedford quarter-fclTions ; charged with

*' having devilijhly and pernicioujiy abflained from

" coming to church toheardiviae fervicc; and with

" being a common upholder of feveral unlawful
*•' meetings and conventicles, to the great dijiurhance

* Crofby, vol. iii. p. 65,
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" and dijlradion of the good fubje^Tls of this king-

<' dom, contrary to the laws of our fovereign lord

«' the king." All, it has been juftly obferved,

that John Bunyan had been guilty of, though k

was alleged to be thus " devilijh and pernicious^

** an.) fo wickedly calculated to dijlurh and dijirad

" the good people of England/* was merely wor-

fiiipping God according to the di£i:ates of his own

confcience, and endeavouring to propagate his own

religious opinions. But even the fa6ls flated in this

ridiculous indictment were not proved, no witneiTes

were produced againft him : but fome words which

came from him in the courfe of a converfation with

the judices, were taken for a conviftion and re-

corded : he was fcnt back to prifon, under this

fentence, to lie there for three months : and if he

did not then engage ro hear divine fervice, and attend

in the church, and defill from preaching, to be ba-

nifhed the realm; and in cafe of not leaving the realm

on an appointed day, or of returning to it vt'ithout

a fpecial licence from the king, to be hanged.^'

His wife, to whom, at the time of his commitment,

he had been married almofl two years,f on the fol-

lowing alTizes addrelTed herfelf to the judges; but

the judices had prejudiced them, to the utmofl they

could, againfthim. Sir Matthew Hale who was one

of them, and appeared to know nothing of his

hiftory indeed, had the matter come judicially

* Blographia Britannica, by Kippis and others, vol. iii. article

^««y<?7/, page 12, i>otei.

i She was his fecond wife.
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before hirn, feemed defirous to afford him relief;

and advlfed his wife to procure a writ of error

:

but Bunyan and his friends were either too poor, or

too little acquainted with fuch matters, to take the

neceffary (leps to obtain his enlargement. The
fentence of banifliment was never executed againfl

him; but he was detained in prifon from feffions to

feflions, from affizes to affizes, without being brought

before the judges, and obtaining permiiTion to plead

his caufe, till his imprifonraent lafted twelve years.

He endured the evils of this long confinement with

perfect refignation and patience ; learnt to make
long tagged thread-laces, and fupported himfelf by

it ; and wrote many of his trads, though his library

is faid to have confided only of his Bible and the

Book of Martyrs. His enlargement at lad is afcribed

to the compaffion and interell of the worthy prelate

Dr. Barlow biOiop of Lincoln, and to the inter-

ference of Dr. Owen.* There was an exlfting law,

which inverted a bifliop with the power to releafe

a prifoner, fituated as was Mr. Bunyan, if any two
perfons v/ould join in a cautionary bond that he
lliould conform in half a year. Dr. Owen readily

confented, on being requefted, to give his bond.

The bifliop, on application being made to him, de-

clined availing himfelf of his epifcopal prerogative;

but as the law provided that, in cafe of a bifhop's

refufal, application fliould be made to the Lord

Chancellor to iffue out an order to take the cautionary

bond and releafe the prifoner, the biflaop propofed

* Britifti Biography, vol. vi.p. lo^.

Z
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this mode of proceeding as more fafe for himfelf

at that critical time, as he had many enemies, and

promifcd a compliance with the order of the chan-

cellor. This meafure, though it was not fo dire6l

as the other, and was more expenfive, was adopted,

and Mr. Bunyan was releafed. In the lafl: year of

his imprifonment, 1 67 1 , on the death of Mr. GifFord,

he had been unanimoufly chofen to fucceed him in

the pafloral office.

After his enlargement, he employed himfelf in

preaching and writing ; and made journies into

various parts of the kingdom to vifit pious perfons

of his own religious views, which vifitations fixed on

him the title of " Bifhop Bunyan." When James
II. publifhed his declaration for the liberty of con-

fcience in 1687, though he faw it proceeded not

from kindnefs to proteflant difTenters, and his piercing

judgment anticipated the black cloud of flavery

which the funihine of tranfient liberty was intended

to introduce, yet he thought it right to improve the

prefent day ; and by the -contributions of his fol-

lowers built a public meeting-houfe at Bedford, in

which he conftantly preached to large congregations.

it was his conftant pra£lice alfo, after his liberty, to

vifit London once a year; where he preached in

feveral places, particularly in Southwark, to nume-

rous auditors, with great acceptance. At laft he

fell, not a vidtim to the malignant fpirit of perfecu-

tion, but a facrilice, in the event, to the pacific kind-

nefs of his own heart. A young gentleman having

fallen under the refentment of his father, requeued
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Mr. Bunyan's reconciliatory offices to make tip the

breach. He undertook and happily efFe(5led this

benevolent office. On his return to London, from

the journey which it occafioned, he was overtaken

with exceffive rains, and contracted a cold from

being very wet, which brought on a violent fever,

that in ten days put a period to his life at the houfe

of Mr. Straddocks, a grocer, on Snow-hill, on the

12th of Auguft, in the 6oth year of his age.

According to the defcription of his perfon and the

delineation of his charader, drawn by the continua-

tor of his life, " he appeared in countenance to be
" of a flern and rough temper, but was in his con-

" verfation mild and affable ; not given to loquacity

*' or much difcourfe in company, unlefs fome
*^ urgent occafion required it ; obferving never to

*' boafl: of himfelf or his parts, but rather feem low
" in his own eyes, and fubmitted himfelf to the

" judgment of others ; abhorring lying and fwear-

" ing; being jufl, in all that lay in his power, to his

*^ word ; not fecming to revenge injuries, loving to

* ^ reconcile differences, and making friendfhip with

" all ; he had an excellent difcernment of perfons,

" being of good judgment and quick wit. As for

" his perfon, he was tall of flature ; flrong boned,
" though not corpulent ; fomewhat of a ruddy face,

" with fliarp and fparkling eyes ; wearing his hair
*

' on his upper lip after the old Britiih fafhion ;

^' his hair reddifh, but in his latter days time had
*' fprinkled it with grey ; his nofe well fet, but not

" declining or bending ; and his mouth moderately

z 2
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** large ; his forehead fomething high, and his habit

** always plain and modefl.''^

" When he arrived at the 6oth year of his age,

** he had written books," it has been obferved,

** equal to the number of his years.'* His works,

which had been long printed in detached pieces on

tobacco paper, were colledled together and reprinted

in 1 736 and i
^i"]-,

in 2 vols, folio; and have fince been

reprinted in a fairer edition, particularly in one impref-

fion with a recommendation fromthe pen of Mr. Geo.

Whitfield. The Pilgrim's Progrefs had, in the

year 1784, paiTed through upwards of 50 editions.

Bunyan, " who had been mentioned," fays Mr.

Granger, '^amongfl: the leaft and loweft of our
'^ writers, deferves a much higher rank than is com-
*' monly imagined. His mafter-piece is his * Pilgrim's

*' ' Progrefs,' one of the mod popular, and I may
" add, one of the raofl ingenious books in the

" Englifh language.* It gives us a clear and diftin^

" idea of Calviniilical divinity. The allegory is

" admirably carried on, and the characters are juftly

*' drawn and uniformly fupported. The author's

*' original and poetic genius (hines through the

*' coarfenefs and vulgarity of his language, and inti-

" mates that if he had been a mafter of numbers he
** might have compofed a poem worthy of Spenfer

^' himfelf. As this opinion may be deemed paradox-

" ical, I (liall venture to name two perfons of

" eminence of the fame fentiraents ; one, the late

§ BiogrnphiR Britannica, ut ante, note Z.

* This obfervation, Mr. Granger obferyes in the margin, is not

to be extended to the fecond part.
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*' Mr. Merrick, of Reading, who has been heard to

" fay in converfation, ' that his invention was hke

" that of Homer;' the other, Dr. Roberts, fellow

« of Eton college."!

The mixture of the dramatic and narrative, en-

livening the ftyle, Lord Kaimes remarks, has ren-

dered the " Pilgrim's Progrefs," and " Robinfon

^' Crufoe," great favourites of the vulgar, and has

been the caufe of their having been tranllated into

feveral European languages. Bunyan had fuch an

extraordinary knack in amufmg and parabolical

coaipofitions under the form of vifions, that fome

thought there were communications made to him

in dreams^ and that he firft really dreamt over the

matter contained in his writings of this kind. This

notion was not a little propagated by his piflure

prefixed to fome of his treatifes, in which he is

reprefented in a ileeping poflure. An anonymous

author in 1729, fpcaking of the " Pilgrim's Pro-

** grefs/' remarked that *^ it had infinitely outdone

" The Talc of a Tub, which perhaps had not made
*' one convert to infidelity ; whereas the Pilgrim's

** Progrefs had converted many fmners to Chrift."*

Dr. Kippis, with great deference to the opinions

of fuch judges as Mr. Merrick and Dr. Roberts,

doubts whether Bunyan could ever have been capable

of rifmg to a produ<5lion worthy a Spenfer. The

poverty, not with regard to numbers only but to

X Granger's Hiflory of England, vol. Hi. p. 34?, 8vo. cd. 1779.

• The above remarks are taken from Mr. Oldy's MSS. Sec

Biographia Britannicaj utantc, p. 13, note L.
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fancy, viTible in the fpecimens of his verfificatlon,

juflifies an apprehenfion, that with the befl: advan-

tages of education he would fcarcely have attained

to complete poetical compofition. " He had the
*' invention, but not the other natural qualifications

** which are neceflary to conftitute a great poet.

" If his genius had intended him to be any thing

^' more than a poet in profe, it would probably,

" like Shakefpeare's, have broken through every

^* difficulty of birth and ftation."

It may be added, that a learned biftiop,t whofe

practical writings glow with a devotional fpirit, and

whofe commentaries are flill in high eftimation,

publiflied alfo an allegorical work, entitled *' The
" Pilgrim j^' but not with a fuccefs or reputation that

could in any degree rival Bunyan's performance.

The writer of this recolle(fl:s that at a claffical leflbn,

when he was at St. Paul's fchool, Mr. Allen, the

learned editor of Demofthenes, paiTed high enco-

miums on the latter work, as greatly fuperior in

point of invention to the former, which has now
funk into oblivion.

This article, it may be apprehended, has been

carried to a length beyond the proportion of room

it fhould occupy in a v\'ork not profeiTedly biogra-

phical ; but the fmgularity of the character will be

admitted as an apology.J
In the lift of thofe who fuftained great trials in

a confcientious adherence to their religious profeffion,

f Bifhop Patrick.

X Biographia Britannica ; Granger's Hiftory of England ; Britifis

Biography, as before j and Crofby, vol. iii. p. 63—75.
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was Mr. Henry Forty ^ in his early years a member

of Mr. Jefley's congregation, and afterwards pallor

of the church at Abingdon. His own parents, as

well as many other perfons, received a pious deter-

mination of mind from his preaching. He lay

twelve years, for the teftimony of a good confciencc,

in prifon at Exeter ; and died in the 67th year of

his age, in 1692, with the character of a man of

great piety and unblameable manners. Mr. Benj.

Keach preached his funeral ferraon.

The (hort hiilory of the next perfon, Mr. Isaac

Lamh^ was marked with many peculiar circumflances.

He was a native of Colchefter, where he was born

in 1650, and for fome time attended his father in

Cromwell's army. From his youth he difcovered an

aiFe£lionate attachment to piety, and took great

delight in the perufal of the fcriptures. His pro-

grefs in that ftudy furpaffed what could be expelled

from his years. The gravity of his afpecl and the

ferioufnefs of his deportment gave him fo manly

and dignified an appearance, that at the age of 1

6

he was made chaplain of the Conftant Warwick, a

man of war in 01iver*s navy. He often preached

before Admiral Blakcj and once in the prefence of

him. Admiral Penn, and another naval officer of

the fame rank. He delivered ferious, interefting

thoughts in an agreeable manner. At one time fix

of the ihip's crev/ were baptized by him in an arm

of the fea. After having been on different occafion?,

not fewer than twenty times, on the French or

Spanifh ibores, and at other places, he returned
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from Holland in 1660 in the fame fleet which

brought over Charles II. His principles of non-

conformity foon expofed him to privations and

fufferings. He v;ras offered a benefice of an lool,

per annum ; which, as he could not, confidently

with his fentiments, fprinkle the children of the

parilh, he declined to accept. It was propofed to

him to do this part of his parochial duty by another;

but it was repugnant to his fenfe of religious fimpli-

city and integrity to engage a fabflitute to perform

a fervice, which in his view was a mifapplication of

a chriflian inflitution. He therefore refufed the

living. It heightened the merit of this facrifice to

the delicacy of principle, that he lofl by his refufal

200I. due on the living, and ready to be paid to the

next incumbent. Being fixed by this determination

among the diffenters, he became paftor of a congre-

gation in Eaft-Smithfield. It greatly increafed under

his popular ftrain of preaching; and removed to a

new building, ere^led for its accommodation, in Vir-

ginia-flreet, Ratcliffe highway ; where tlie auditory

was numerous, and the communicants amounted at

times to three hundred. Their worfhip was often

diflurbed by officers and foldiers in King Charles'

reign. Once an officer with his military fubalterns

came and commanded liim to be filent. He anfwered

in the words of the apoftle, " Whether it be right

'' in the fight of God to hearken unto you more
*^ than unto God, judge ye." Upon which the

officer with his foldiers went off. At another time

Sir William Smith, Mr. Bury, Mr. Brown, and four
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Other juflices, came In their coaches, with a mob,

to break the windows and to tear up the pews and

pulpit of the meeting-houfe, as they had before done

at the meeting-houfe of Mr. Hercules Collins, in

the neighbourhood. But Mr. Lamb, having pre-

vioufly received notice of their intention, had, by

the advice of a friend, removed all the furniture of

the place, except a few loofe forms ; fo that they

were difappointed In their purpofe ; on which one

of the juflices faid, that his name ought to have been

Fox^ and not Lamb, He died on the 20th of Augufl

1 69 1. He was a man of fv/eet temper and exem-

plary converfation ^ and great ufefulnefs marked

his courfe. §

One of the mod diftingulfhed characters amongfl

the General Baptifts of the times was Mr. Thomas

Grantham^ defcended from a reduced branch of

an antient family of rank and opulence inLincolnfhlre.

He was born, in the year 1634, in the village of

Halton, near Spilfby ; and the houfe in which he

drew his firil breath, is flill fliewn to thofe who

venerate his memory. As his parents were in low

circumllances, he was brought up a taylor ; but he

afterwards direified his attention to agriculture, and

occupied a farm. From an early period of his life

his mind received a ferlous and religious tin6lure;

and he was baptized, on the profeilion of his faith

in the gofpel, about the age of nineteen, and joined

the church at Bofton. In the year 1656, when he

was 22 years of age, he was chofen pallor of a

* Crofby, vol. iii.p. 100—103.
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church in the South-Marfli parts of the county, con-

fiding then only of four perfons. He had for

feveral years alTociated with them, and been a£live

in aflifling their religious improvement by procuring

minifters to preach to them publicly, or exercifmg

his own gifts for prayer and inftrudlion among them

privately. This fmall fociety was a branch of a

church which arofe in 1644, formed at firfl on the

principle of rejecting in the adminiftration of baptifm,

while they retained the praflice of fprinkling, the

crofs and fponfors. Some of them afterwards, as

they purfued their religious enquiries, faw reafons to

adopt the pra£lice of immerfion on a profefTion of

faith. This change in the fentiments of fome did

not meet with the concurrence of all : difagreements

arofe, which terminated in a difunion in 1651. The

few who embraced the principles of the baptifts,

after Mr. Grantham's conne£lion with them, as a

paftor, foon increafed in numbers. His zeal and

energy animated the red. As they had an acceflion

of new members, there arofe among them feveral

who became acceptable and ufeful minifters. They

drew the attention of their neighbours on themfelves,

and were expofed to the malignity of enemies. Mr.

Grantham and feveral others were fummoned before

the magiflrates ; who, as the accufations alleged

againft them had no foundation but in lies and

forged (lories, foon perceived their innocence, and

they were fct at liberty, and went on cheerfully,

though often infulted by the mob and oppofed by

the clergy. Even during the Protectorate^ or inter-



C. III. PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 347

regnnm, their preachers were interrupted in their

difcourfes ; and fometimes dragged out of doers,

and pelted and ftoned with barbarous violence. All

this abufe they bore with patience and meeknefs.

Their meetings were held firfl:, at Halton and other

places, in private houfes -, at length they obtained a

grant of Northolm chapel, near Croft, and not far

from Waynfleet. Here they remained fome years,

and had many acceffions of members to their com*

munion. Among others, Mr. John Watts, a perfon

of eminence and reputation in thofe parts, who had

been educated for the miniflry at the univerfity ;

but not being able, from a principle of confcience,

to conform to the rites and practices of the national

church, he had obtained no dignity or preferment.

He became, after he had joined himfelf to Mr.

Grantham and his friends, the worthy paftor of a

baptift church gathered by his miniflry, and which

held their affemblies for divine worfhip in his own
houfe.

Mr. Grantham is fuppofed to have drawn up the

" Narrative and Complaint," dating the fufferings

of the Baptifts, which accompanied the " Brief

" ConfefTion of Faith,'' and*' Petition," prefented to

the king, Charles lid, on the 26th of July, 1660.*

About 1662 he was apprehended, carried before a

magiftrate, and bound over to the affizes to be holden

for the county of Lincoln. At the fame time many

* Univerfal Theological Magazine, vol. iii. p. 8.—N. B. The
Brief" Confeflion is given by Crofby, vol. ii. Appendix, No.iv. ; and

in the preceding Mifcellany, p. 9, 10 j aad No. xiv. p. 57—59.
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of the baptifts were haralTcd with profecutions for

abfence from the eftabliflied church, and with the

exadion of penalties of 20I. per month. The con-

fequence of the proceedings againfl Mr. Grantham

was an imprifonment for fifteen months. Obloquy

and infult were added to the evils of confinement.

Several clergymen who vifited him upbraided him

with being a jefuit ; and a rumour was fpread that

he was a papift. To confute this calumny and coun-

terafl the imprefFions which it made, he publiftied a

controverfy which he maintained with a Roman
Catholic, and entitled ir, " The Baptifl: againlt the

*' Papift." By this prudent conduct he filenced the

report. During his imprifonment he publiftied a

treatife entitled, " The Prifoner againft the Prelate
;

** or, a Dialogue between the Common Gaol of

*' Lincoln and the Cathedral :" and another work

under the title of" Chriftianifmus Primitivus-'* la

thefe publications, as the defigned brevity of " The
" Brief Confeffion'^ had occafioned fome ambiguity,

he treated the fubje£l more explicitly and fully.

When we confider the prevailing fentiments of that

age concerning the dodrine of the Trinity, it is a

fmgular circumftance that the firft article in this

confellion exprefles the do^^rine of the Unity of

God with a fcriptural fimplicity, that is in obvious

contraft to the received ftandards,—the Catechifm of

theWeflminller AlTembly, and the thirty-nine articles

of the Church of England. This may juftly excite

our furprize, while it recommends itfelf to our appro-

bation. It runs thus, " We believe, and are very
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*• confident, that there is but one God, the Father,

" of whom are all things from everlafting to ever-

" lading, glorious and unwordable in all his

"attributes :'* i Cor. viii. 6 ; Ifa. xl. 28. At the

affizes, in thefpring of 1663, no one appearing and

no crime being alleged againft them, Mr. Grantham

and his virtuous fellow fufFerers, who had been

committed with him, were difcharged, and returned

to the churches to which they belonged, who re-

ceived them with no fmall joy.

Mr. Grantham fulFered a fecond imprifonment

under the operation of the Conventicle A<^, which

was firft paffed for feven years in 1663, and was

revived at the expiration of that term with addi-

tional claufes of heightened fcverity in 1670 : under

the authority of this Aft foldierswere empowered to

difarra thofe that diflented from the national efta-

blifhmcnt. Though no arms were found in the

poffcflion of the baptifts, yet their houfes were rifled,

their goods carried oiF, and they themfelvcs forced

away from their wives and families, without knowing

whither they were to be driven, or whether they

fhould be profecuted by law, or fall a facrifice to

military force. They were dragged from town to

town, and compelled to run like lacqueys by the

fides of the foldiers' horfes. Mr. Grantham, Mr.

John Gree, and iMr. John Green, with fcveral

others, were thus the victims of armed infolence and

violence. Mr. Grantham and his friends were

lodged, tied up during the whole night, at an inn,

in a room not fit for entertairauent : their Ctuation
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drove fleep from their eyesj nor would the foldiers

take any reft, but fat up near them, and with rioting

and revellings, oaths andcurfes, annoyed andfhocked

thefe pious prifoners. On the morning they were

conducted to Louth, put into thehoufe of corredlion,

and afterwards brought before the committee. At

this tribunal, infteadofwell-fupported charges againft

them, infidious queftions were put, to draw from

them fome ground of accufation ; and they were

aflced to pledge themfelves on oath to conformity.

Though the times afforded many examples of thofe

who had been terrified into a dcreli^lion of their

principles, thefe good men, and the baptifts in ge-

neral, remained firm and unfhaken in their religious

profefTion. Mr. Grantham and his two fellow fuf-

ferers were by ftri£i: command fent to gaol, where

they lay for half a year. During their imprifonment

the aflizes came on, but their enemies prevented

their caufe from being heard. They were after-

wards, at the quartcr-fefTions, brought before the

juftices ; but the bench refufed to enter into the cafe,

or proceed againft them. Upon this the Sheriff

pleaded, that as he had produced them in open

court, he was free from his charge j and fo they

were fet at liberty, but without any compenfation for

their unjuft imprifonment and attendant fufferings.

Mr. Grantham, foon after his liberation, was

haraffed under a different and unfan^ioned mode

of perfecuting malignity. He was profecuted on

aftion of lool. for with force of arms beating and

uncivilly treating the wife of a certa'n perfon y
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merely on the ground of his having baptized her.

But to the fhame of his profecutors, the caufe which

threatened his ruin was thrown out of court at the

next affizes as a malicious profecution.

*' The malice and violence of their enemies againll

" Mr. Grantham and his adherents often carried

" them to the greateft and mod fliocking lengths.

" Defamation and lying accufations were amono-

" their mod common weapons. The word of men
^' appearing as informers j the word of inagijlrates

" abetting and encouraging them; and the word
" of prieds, who fird began to blow the lire, now
" feeing how it fpread, clapping their hands, and
" hallooing them on to this evil work.''* In vin-

dication of thcmfelves and their principles againd

this malicious treatment, Mr. Grantham drew up

a fmall piece, which was never publiflied, entitled,

" The Baptid's Complaint againd the perfecuting

" Pried, &c." This tra£t was a- rcmondrance

againd the perfecuting fpirit, to v/hich this denomi-

nation of chridians, notwithdanding their friendly

deportment and faithful endeavours to maintaii*

peace and brotherly concord, had been expofed for

more than thirty years ; which dirred up perfons

in authority to harafs them by imprifonment and

feizure of their goods ; and which expreded itfelf

in irreligious abufe and invectives even from the

pulpit, where they were digmatized as " heretics,'*

and " damned fanatics." This malicious treatment

was provoked only by their "dident from the Church

* Univerlal Theological Magazine, utante, p. 6j.
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" of England in feme practices, which the mofl

" learned confeffed had neither precept nor precedent

" in the word." It was more criminal in the clergy

to manifefl this condu£i: tov/ards baptiRs, becanfe

they had never withheld from them their dues ; but

had paid them their demands as pun6lually as any

others, and, as they alleged, probably from better

principles. " For we confider," they pleaded, " that

'' when we either hire or purchafe land, the tenth

" is excepted, and is therefore not ours. But yet it

'' is alfo to be confidered, that tithes were not given

" to maintain men in drunkennefs, lording over, per-

" fecuting, and ruining fuch as fear God, merely

" becaufc they diffent from them in the things

" aforefaid; yet thus goes the bufmefs in thefe

*^days; by which unreafonable practices they out-

*' do the falfe prophets who were of old, for they

'^ prepared war againd thofe that did not put into

*' their mouths, but thefe devour thofe that labour

" to maintain them." A concluding fentiment in

this " Complaint" defcrves, for its juftnefs and force,

to be repeated. *' We believe," obferves Mr.

Grantham in the name of his fellow fuffcrers, '* and

*' are fure, that to perfecute is no mark of the true

" church, but to fuffer perfecution is fo ; and that

" religion is not worth profefrmg in time of peace,

** which is not worth owning in the time of the

*^ greatefl: trouble."*

Mr. Grantham, after this recent difcharge from

gaol, again fulFered imprifonment feveral times j and

* Crofby, vol. iii. p. 84—88.
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continued to be very forcly haraffjd and

opprcffed during the remainder of that infamous

reign. About the end of it, or foon after James

II. fucceeded to the throne, he removed from

Lincolniliire and fettled in the citv of Norwich.

This change of his refidence did not abate or dimi-

nifli his activity and labours. He was flill firm to

the caufe for which he had (o long and feverely

fufFered, and was unwearied in his exertions to pro-

mote it. He foon raifed and formed a church, in

that city, on the principles of the general baptifls,

which met at the White Friars' yard, and which ftill

exifts.f He directed his attentionj with fimilar

fuccefs, to the populous town of Yarmouth. In the

year 1688, or 1689, he vifited, with the fame lau-

t A grandfon of Mr. Grantham, Grantham Kilh'ngworth, efq;

who died about the year 1779, left a condderable part of his pro-

perty for the fupport of the minifter at the White Friars' yard.

He was a leading charafter among the baptifts, and the author of

various theological trads, written with ability and judgment.

He was particularly on the alert to feize the opportunities afforded

by any controverfy of his times, to graft on it arguments in de-

fence of his own views on the nature and fubjedls of baptifm.

When the " Sermons againfl Popery" were preached at Salters*

Hall, he publifhed a tradt, entitled ** A Supplement to the Sermons
** lately preached at Salters' Hall againft Popery ; with a view to

** (hew that, on the reafonings of the preachers, infantfprinkling

** was 2XiO\k^^x great corruption oi \}{iQ. Chriftian religion." This

pamphlet came to a fifth edition, in which other points, viz. Mr.

Emlyn's Previous Qu^eftion, &c. were difcuffcd. On occafion ofthe

controverfy v/ith the author of " Chriftianity rot founded on
" Argument," Mr. Killingworth publifhed " Remarks on the

" feveral Anfwers to it ;" in which his aim v/as to turn the rea-

fonings of the authors, who v/ere p^dobaptifts, againft themfelves.

Sie Bulkley's notes on the Bible, vol. iii. Life, p. 15, 16, note,

A A
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dable views, the town of Lynn-Regis, at the other

extremity of the county. He firft preached in the

town-hall to a numerous and attentive auditory.

The profpefl was fo favourable, that it encouraged a

friend, Mr. James Marhara, at whofe houfe he

was entertained, to procure and fit up a convenient

place of worfliip ; a church was gathered ; and Mr.

INIarham was the firfl: pador of it. Though the

place was duly regillered according to the direc-

tions and authority of the A£i: of Toleration, which

paiTed jufl as the building was completed, yet the

minifter and hearers were harafled by a profecution,on

the Conventicle A6t, in 1691. | The Revolution and

the AS: of Toleration, though great bleffings to the

nation, did not immediately effedl a change in the

views and temper of the mafs of the people. It

required time for the violence of a perfecuting fpirit

to fubfide, and for jufi: fentiments on religious

liberty to take poffefTion of the public mind, and

fpread their influence to any confiderable extent.

The malignity of old prejudices, againfl: the baptifts

in particular, was foftened, in many places at leaft,

very flowly and partially. Mr. Grantham con-

tinued to feel its effedls till the time of his death.

The envenomed tongue of fcandal in particular em-

ployed itfelf in vile calumnies and charges of grofs

immoralities. Among thofe who traduced his cha-

ra^^er were Mr. Toathby, who had been a magiftrate,

and took his rank in fociety as a gentleman and a

clergyman ; and Mr. John Willet, the re6lor of

I Univcrfal Theological Magazine, ut ante, p. iii—in.
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Tatterfliall in LIncolnfliire. The latter had the

elFrontery and bafenefs to declare, in writing under

his own fignature, " that he faw Mr. Grantham
*' (land in the pillory two hours, at Louth, for

^' dealing (heep and hurdles ; and that he faw him
" hold up his hand at the bar/' This falfehood

was circulated both at Norwich and Yarmouth, and

Mr. Grantham was induced to refer the matter to

Thomas Blofield, efq; mayor of Norwich. The
accufer, on being brought before this magiftrate,

confelfed the abfolute falfehood of the charge

which he had promulgated and iigned ; and with

cryings, and tears, and wringing of his hands, over

and over implored Mr. Grantham's forgivenefs. The
mayor, on Mr. Grantham's readily forgiving him,

commanded, v/ith exprefTions of his flrong abhor-

rence of the rector's condu(51:, a record of the con-

fellion to be made out by the clerk, and to be ligned

and fealed by the calumniating clergyman:* who after

this was done, as he had no money, would have

been committed to prifon for charges, had not

Mr. Grantham, on the true chriiiian principle of

rendering good for evil, given the officer of the

court ten (hillings to set his enemy at liberty.

Mr. Grantham died on the i yih. of January,

1692, at the age of ^S, Indecencies were threat-

ened to his corpfe, but they were happily prevented.

Soon after his deceafe, a paper was publiflied and

iigned by eight friends, containing his dying words,

* A copy of the Confeffion may be fcen in Crofby, vol. iii,

A A 2
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addreffed to them within two minutes of his death,

moilly in the language of fcripture ; exprelTive of

his fenfeof his approaching end ; of the teilimony

of his confcience as to the integrity of his condu^l,

and of the difmterefied purity of his motives in

preaching the gofpel ; of his affection to his friends,

leaving with them his lad counfels in a drain of

apoilolic admonitions, cading his eyes back on his

fufFerings in being made a feoff and a gazing-dock

to many people, cordially forgiving his enemies,

and foliciiing the prayers of his friends for their

forgivenefs ; taking a final leave of them with affec-

tion, devotion, and facredhope, " Friends,'* he began,

" I am in a very weak condition, and as this is the

<« fabbath with me, it will be the everlading fab-

" bath ; for now I am going off the dage of this

" world." He concluded thus : ''to be lliort, I

" mud leave you. Do not grieve or mourn for me ;

*' though I die, 3^et I fliall rife to glory, where I

" defire we may all meet and fee one another's face

*^ at the lad day, knowing one another, and rejoicing

" in glory ; for I have conquered the infernal

*' enemy by this faith, and have made the way plain

'' and easy to me. And now I commit you to the

" crrace of our Lord Tefus Chrid : and the love of

'* God, and the communion of the Holy Ghod, be

•^ with you all. Amen."*

Mr. Grantham, befides thetreatifes already men-

tioned, wrote '' The Pcedobaptids' Apology for the

*' baptized churches." The dengii of the tracl

* Univcrfal Theological Magazine, ut ante, p. h;, ii6.



C. III. PROTESTANT DISSENTER^. 257

was to fliew, by quotations from the writings of

pasdobaptids, that the practice of the baptifts, as

to the mode and fubje£t of baptifni, was moil aniient

and apoftolical 5 and that infant baptifm was a

novelty. The deductions from thefe premifes

were, that the fulferings inflifled on the baptifls

were no lefs a glory to them than a lliame to

their perfecutors."*^

Report has reprefented Mr. Grantham as ac-

quainted with eight or nine languages. This is

inofl probably an exaggerated account of his attain-

ments. His grandfon, Mr. Granthami KilUngworth,

it appears, fpoke of him as able to write the Latin

with confiderable eafe and corre<5i:nefs. His wri-

tings afford proofs of his having acquired fome

proficiency in the learned languages: his polemical

publications were thought to do credit to his abi-

lities, and to his acutenefs in the art of reafoning :

though he himfelf, in the preface to " a Defence of

*' the Chrillian Religion againft human Invention

" and pretended Revelations, dated from the Gallic

" of Lincoln, loth Jan. 1663," apologized for the

defe(5l:s which might be difcovered in his language

and method, by pleading that " he got his breiid by

*' the labour of his hands, and had never fainted

** the fchools to gain the knowledge of their arts."

That he polTeiTed no fmall fliare of literary attain-

ments, of addrefs, and of weight of character, is

reafonably inferred, from his being frequently de-

legated to take an active and leading part in the

* Crofby, vol, iii. p. 90.
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concerns of the general baptifts of that day, even in

their applications to the throne ; when there was

not a want of men of real learning, who had been

educated at the univerfity.

Mr. James Marhaniy whofe name occurs in the

preceding Memoir, merits more particular notice, as

aconfpicuous and didinguiflied perfon amongft the

baptifls in Lincolnfliire and Norfolk. The time

and place of his nativity are not afcertained. He
feems to have commenced his appearance on the

flage of public life at Holbeach in Lincolnlhire,

in 1681 or 1682. He was the firfi: of that clafs of

difTenters in that place; and foon after his fettlement

in it, alTemblies for religious worfliip were held in

his houfe ; the original preachers were Mr. Samuel

Phillips, and Mr. William Rix; thefirftwas paftor

of the church in Deadman's-lane in Wifbeach.

In the reign of King James he was fettled in

Wapool-bell, a town in Norfolk, where the people

having never heard of the name of baptifls, called

him " an oudandifli profeiTor." Here he laid the

foundation of a church of the baptift denomination,

which now exifts; and from which originated another

church, formed in Wifbeach. On the death of his

wife, Mr. Marham removed to Lynn; in this town,

alfo, though on his fettlement in it there was not

another baptifl there, he hired and furniflied a

place for religious worfhip, and engaged the fervices

of Mr. Grantham, and Mr. Long, a meflenger from

the baptifl churches in London, whom he entertained

at his own houfe and table without any pecuniary
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compenfatlon for fome months ; and by thefe means

raifed a church, of which he afterwards became hira-

felf the paflor.

The confplcuous activity and zeal of this excellent

man expofed him to various fufferings. About

three years before the death of Charles II. he was

haralTed by profecutions from court to court, and

carried from one juflice to another, for four

weeks ; and though by his vigorous interference

he procured the liberation of his miniders, Mr.

Rix and Mr. Phillips, he himfelf fufFered iraprifon-

ment ; and a fine of feveral fcore pounds was levied

on him, for having difturbed and broken the unifor-

mity of the religious profeffion of the town. After

this his goods were diftrained. When he had lived

three weeks at Wapool-bell, he was commanded by

the officers of the town to frequent the parifli church,

or to appear before the juflice and parfon of the

parifh Mr. Harbe. He complied with the latter re-

quifition, and underwent an examination of four

hours in the prefence of feveral gentlemen. This

did not terminate to the fatisfa£lion of the clerical

examiner, and a time for another inveftigation was

fixed ; but on the Proclamation for liberty of con-

fcience, this enquiry was declined. At Lynn, new

troubles awaited him. In July 1691, he with

others, as before noticed, were profecuted on the

Conventicle A£i-, though the place of meeting had

been regiftered according to the AS: of Parliament,

and their goods were feiied by a levy granted againfi:

bim. He petitioned the judge Sir E— N—, at Nor-
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wich In September following, and was forced to

prefer the fame complaint to fome of the great

council at the feffions of Parliament. After Parlia-

ment had rifen, he was profecuted on the fame

grounds, and involved in troubles that threatened

his ruin. In the following OLlober, the informers

againft him, afre£ting great remorfe, obtained from

him a difcharge from their falfe information, by

entering into bonds of an amicable tenor ; but they

were bafe and daring enough after this a^lually to

feize his goods on the former levy. On this he

was advifed to fue the bonds j and the baptiih at

London were folicited to unite in his fupport with

all poffible liberality and energy. It is to be re-

gretted that no documents offer themfelves to throw

light on the termination of this vexatious fuit, and

further to elucidate the hiitory and character of this

virtuous and confcientious fiiiferer ; to whofe piety,

zeal, and benevolence this imperfect detail ^affords

pleafingand afFecling teftimonies.*

Another chara£l:er among the baptifts of thofc

times, diftinguiilied by fome peculiar circumflances,

was Mr, Edward Morecock ^ a man of eminence, of

great zeal and firmnefs, and much courted on King

James's accellion. He was born in January 1626 ;

and died in Auguft 1693. ^^^ ^^'^^ originally in

the naval fervice ; and in the Proteftorate V\^as

captain of a man of war, when he v/as iliot in an

* "A briefRelation ofthe remarkable Services and Troubles that

went before the prefent Trouble of our brother James Marhamj'^

c^uoted in Univerlkl Theol. Mag. ut ante, p. iia, &:c. note,
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engagement through the body with a mufquet ball.

He made a handfome provifion for a family of nearly

twenty children, by his ildll in fifliing up (hipwrecks;

efpecially by his recovering, after the Dutch war ia

1672, fnips funk in the river Medway, which had

come fo clofe to Chatham as to throw many of their

fliot into the town, one of which was found in

Captain Morecock's garden. After this he en-

gaged in the paftoral care of a church in that place;

and fo entirely devoted himfelf to its duties, that he

declined very advantageous offers made to him, if

he would undertake to recover wrecks at fea. His

unblameable manners and obliging deportment gained

him the edcem and affe£lion of the gentlemen in the

neighbourhood, infom.uch that Vv'hen any warrant

was ilTued for feizing his perfon,—as he was harafled

by frequent warrants againft his body and goods,

towards the end of King Charles the lid's reign,

—

one of thejuftices would privately fend his fervant

to apprize him of it before the ofBcers could execute

it. On receiving the intelligence, he iifually retired

to the houfe of one of his daughters in ElTex. He
was, however, fined with monthly penalties for non-

attendance at the pariili church, till he was exche-

quered to the amount of 800I. His houfe was often

plundered, and his goods were I'eized and carried off.

To fecure himfelf from thefe ruinous depredations,

on the ground of his nonconformity, he made his

fortune over to an intimate friend ; who, adding on

the principles ofjuftice and honour, reftored it when

llie danger was paft. One Hinton^ an informer
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againfl him, often threatened that he would have

him caft into prifon, and poiTefs himfclf of his fur-

niture ; which he promifed to give to a lewd

woman who attended him. But Mr. Morecock,

through a good Providence, always efcaped impri-

fonment, while many of his brethren fuffered by it.

On vifiting fome of them once in Rochefter gaol,

he faw this Hinton confined in it ; upon which he

accofted him, " I fee, friend, you have got hither

" before me." This man afterwards died miferably,

the fleih rotting from his bones. Lord Roper, a

Roman Catholic, on the acceffion of James 11.

offered Mr. Morecock any pod that he would ac-

cept ; but he abfolutely refufed any commilTion

under that king, affigning to his friends as a reafon

for his refufal, " that the favours offered by him

** to diffenters were defigned only to draw them
<^* into a fnare ;" a reafon which did credit to his

fagacity, judgment, and difmterefted principles. His

firmnefs of condufi: was at one time the occafion of

a defign againft his life. Two witneffes were fub-

orned to fwear that he had been an officer in Mon-

mouth's army; but by unexceptionable evidence he

proved that he was in another place at the time thaj:

he v*^as charged with being in the army.*

Mr. John Miller^ a native of Hinton-Marton, in

the county of Dorfet, defcended from parents who
were in affluent circumftances ; a man of great

piety, worth, and ufefulnefs ; deferves to be meur

lioned with refpedl. He was educated by a Prefby^

• Crofby, vol. iii., p. 109— 112.
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terian minifler ; but a fludious and diligent enquiry

in after life led him to embrace the opinions of the

baptifts, and he was paflor of a congregation of this

denomination at Minchinton, in the county in which

he drew his firfl breath. He died on the 14th of

May 1694. His active labours as a preacher were

not limited to his own congregation ; he travelled

from place to place, difleminating the principles of

religion, and planting feveral churches in agree-

ment with his ideas of chriRian truth. His non-

conformity nnd opinions expofed him to fevere

fufFerings : he lay ten years in prifon, and very

narrowly efcaped a pr^munire. In the year pre-

ceding: the death of Charles 11. he was harafled

by vexatious proceedings, and greatly injured in his

property by extortions. A diilrefs was firfl taken on

his goods on the Three Week AS: : then he was

apprehended and cafl into prifon at Dorchef!:er ; at

the fummer affizes he was indi£^ed for eleven months

non-conforming; and a neighbouring judice, to fup-

ply the deficiency of evidence againd him, fwore to

the indi^lment : and though he pleaded that he had,

contrary to the laws of England, fuffcred already in

two courts for that offence, he was fined 220I. At
Michaelmas, pofiTeiTion was taken of his affets by the

bailiffs under the warrant of the under-flieriff, who
feized and wafted between 4 and jooh : and his

cldefl fon was obliged to flee, in coniequence of a

warrant granted againft him for taking an account

of the goods that were fold. He petitioned the King

for redrefs ; not to procure the refloration of hi^
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goods, but only to fecure the corn that was left

from further depredation : he obtained, however,

no other relief than what was implied in this

imperious and infukory language, " I have nothing

*^ to fay to you ; you muil go home and conform.**

The virtuous fufFerer went home, but not to facri-

fice principle by conformity : he fold his eftate, re-

tired to a folitary place, rented a fmall farm, and

fpent his remaining days in quiet. There was one

occurrence in the life of Mr. Miller, which indi-

cates that though he was the mark of perfecuting

malignity, his talents and character commanded re-

fpe£l: ; and, in fuch times, it was peculiarly honour-

able to the clergymen who were parties in it. This

was a difputation, after liberty of confcience was

granted, held with Dr. Beach and four other minif-

ters of the eftablifhed church, the time and place

having been firO: publiflied in three market-towns.

The fubje£ts of difputation were the confonance

of their baptifm, church, and miniftry with the

fcriptures ; and the charges of fchifm againfl Mr,

Miller and his adherents. The queftions concern,

ing baptifm came firft under difcufTion. The clerical

gentlemen were fo impreffed with Mr. Miller's ar-

guments, that no reply was made, except that Dr.

Beach ingenuoufly confeiTed that the point was

difficult ; and they waved entering into the other

queftions. On withdrawing to another houfe they

fent for their opponent, received him with politenefs

and refpe(Si, apologized for having troubled him,

and aflured him that they would never difpute the
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point with the baptifts again ; and thus they fepa-

rated with expreflions of good-will and friendihip.*

With the preceding names of thofe who, by their

abilities, zeal, and chara61ers, did credit to the deno-

mination of diflenters of which we are fpeaking,

may be enrolled Mr. George Hammon, pafcor of a

congregation at Biddenden in the county of Kent,

the author of feveral publications fuitable to the

theological controverfies and religious tafte of the

age. He was aftive in vindicating what appeared

the truth to his own mind on all occafions, eminent

for his minifterial exertions, and marked by the

perfecutions which he fuffered. He died at Hafle-

den's Wood, in the parifli of Cranbrook. In

conne61ion Vv'ith him may be m.entioned Mr, Richard

Hobbsy paftor of a congregation at Dover : diilin-

guiihed by his piety and worth, and by his fufFer-

ings for religion. His ferioufnefs and piety fpoke

fo flrongly in his favour, that when he was a pri-

foncr in Dover, he was now and then allowed to go

-from his prifon. In his confinement he addrelTed a

letter to Dr. Hind, propofing for folution, in a modefi:

and candid manner, two queries grounded on the

fcriptures. One was, whether the baptifm prac-

tifed in the church was not ac variance with the

directions of the fcriptures, in the adminiftrator,

fubjefl, and adminidration ? The other was, whe-
ther the church, by forcing all into it as communi-

cants, however linful and impious, did not pervert

the go[^dy overthrow che way of the new covenant,

* Crofby, toI. iii. p. 121—1^4.
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and give ground for pious and confcientlous men to

queftion the divine authority of its worfliip ? Dr.

Hind, inftead of replying to thefe queries, infligated

the magiflrates to deprive him of the indulgence

which he had received, and to enjoin an unrelaxed

confinement. " Thefe proceedings,'* Mr. Hobbs

obferved, " bore a great Hkenefs to thofe beyond
*' the feas, at Rome ; where, if any do but queftion

" the truth of their worfhip, it is an hundred to one

" if they have not the Inquifition for their pains.

" Doubtlefs fuchkind of proceedings do found more

" like the Pope's anathemas, than in the leaft favour

" of a proteftant fpirit.*'*

It is a juft tribute of refpe^l to integrity and forti-

tude to mention the names of others who were

great fuiTerers for nonconformity. Mr. Tidmarfti,

a baptift minifter at Oxford, a man greatly efteemed

;

Mr. John Amory, a man of good literary attain-

ments, of Wrington, in Somerfetfliire ; Mr. Thomas

Burgcfs, paftor of a church at Taunton ; Mr. James

Hind, of Langport, and minifter at KinftDury ; Mr»

William Richards, who preached at Draycott; Mr.

Peter Coles, of Downton, near Sarum ; Mr.

Walter Penn, paftor of a church in Sarum ; Mr.

John Kingman, of Burford, near that city ; Mr.

John Sanger, a fchoolmafter and minifter at Down-
ion ; Mr. Roger Applin, of Ellerton, and paftor of

a congregation at Whitechurch; Mr. John Tred-

well,a ferious and ufcful preacher, and a man of

unblemiflied manners* Mr. Francis Stanley, of

* Crofby, toI. iii, p. 103, 104.
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Northamptonfhlre, noted for his piety and zeal

;

Mr. John Grauden, of Cocket, near Towcefler

;

Mr. John Stanron, of BlifTworth ; Mr. Stephen

Curtis, a native of Harringworth, in Northarapton-

fliire, and a very ufeful minifter in that place ; Mr.

Jofeph Slater, Mr. William Stanger, and Mr. Robu
Bringhurfl, who fled from the country to efcape

imprifonment ; Mr. Benjamin Morley, of Ramf*

thorp ; Mr. John reas, of Eaft-Haddon ; Mr.
William Smith, Mr. William Bliffe, of Wclfton;

Mr. John Gilby, of Long-Bugby, in Northamp-

fhire; fuffered imprifonment, and were defpoiled of

their goods by diflreifes, or almoO: ruined by heavy

fines and charges. Mr. James Wilmot, a minifter

at Hooknorton, Oxfordftiire, befides being confined

twice in the prifon of Oxford, and fudaining lofifes

by diftrelTcs and fines 5 when he was relcafed from

the gaol in Whitney, was excommunicated, and was

obliged to abfcond, in order to efcape the writs

which were ilTued out againfl: him. In fome inftances

the fufferings of thefe confcientious profeflbrs were

aggravated by the fraudulent pra6lices of their per-

fecutors,who feized their goods under falfe warrants.

This art was pradifed, in November 1682, againft

Mr. Samuel Taverner, who was born at Romford in

EiTcx in July 1621. He was originally an officer

in the army ; aftervirards governor of Deal Caflle.

He embraced the principles of the baptifts, on being

led to entertain their views by his converfation with

Dr. Prefcoi, pallor of the church at Dover ^ and was

baptifed at Sandwich, 13th April 1663. He was
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ordained elder of the church at Dover on 13th

Ot^ober 168 1. He fuffered much for adherence

to his religious profeilion ; and died on the 4th

Auguft 16965 in the 75th year of his age, having

obtained celebrity for piety and ufefulnefs. The
feverity of the jailor, at times, denied the imprifoned

the confolation of any a6l of focial devotion among

themfelves ; at Oxford they were not permitted to

pray together ; and even the ufual expreflion of

piety at their meals Vv'as interrupted by the entrance

of the jailor in a rage, and by his taunting enquiry,

*' What are you preaching over your meal ?"

The hilloryof thefe pious fufFerers affords examples

of the death of perfecutors, which were fo circum-

ftanced as to mark a great depravity of charader^

and the bafe principles by which the men v/ere

actuated ; though it belong not to men, who are

incompetent judges of the ways of Providence, deci-

dedly to pronounce them divine judgments. Mr.

Richard Farmer, minifter at Kibley in Leicefter-

fhire, an hard {indent, and a very affecting preacher,

fey a warrant to feizc his goods, lofl in one year 1 20L

One of the informers againfl him, who boafted on

a Chridmas, at IVInkley market, of his proceedings

againfl him, and declared exult ingly that before

Candlem.as he iliould by informations make a good

portion for his daughter^ was thrown from- his horfc

as he was riding home over a boggy place, where

there was a little brook, and drowned in a quantity

of water not deep enough to cover his body.

Another informer, foon after he had fworn againfl
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Mr. Farmer, died of a fwoln tongue, without being

fufpected of having taken a falfe oath.*

If the chara£i:ers which have paiTed under our

review be not tranfmitted down to our times as

having enlarged the bounds of faience, nor as having

diftinguilhed themfelves in the walks of criticifm or

philofophy
; yet by their religious integrity, and by

their zeal and fortitude, they gained the refpecl of

the fe£l to which they confcientioufly adhered, and

the intereflis of which they were a<5]:ive in promoting*

In the hiflory of that feet, though it be a circum-

fcribed theatre of fame, they have a claim to ho«

nourable mention. The hardfhips, loiTes, and fuf-

ferings, which they experienced in the caufe that

they efpoufed, hold forth inflructive warnings to

future times of the malignity of an intolerant and

perfecuting fpirit among proteflants ; and iliew us

with what a flow progrefs, and partial operation of

better principles, that fpirit had declined among the

mafs of thofe who were diflldents from the church

of Rome, though an hundred and fifty years had

elapfed fmce the feparation of England from that

ecclefiaftical tyranny.

§.4. Of the fakers*

THIS community of Cbriftians had, during the

period preceding the Revolution, fmarted under

the feverefl: (Irokes of the rod of perfecution.

When, after this event, the A<Sl of Toleration was

* Croiby, vol. iii. p. iia, ii8> i24'-'ia8.

B B
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paffed, with a defign, at once politic and generous,

to unite the proteflants of the different denominations

in an attachment to the new government, againft

the adherents to popery and the excluded royal race
;

yet fome were adverfe to the extenfion of its bene-

fits, fo as to include the Quakers under its propitious

influence. " The quakers," it was declared in the

Houfe, " were no Chriflians.'* Some members of

this fociety, who attended the Parliament to watch

the progrefs of the bill, and to ufe their endeavours

that it might pafs in fuch terms as might yield an

eiteclual relief to their own body, found it clogged

with a confellion, as a ted upon the diffenters,

which carried on its face a defign to exclude them :

and they apprehended that it was inferted on the

prefumption that they difbelieved the Trinity and

denied the Scriptures, and would therefore fcruple

to accede to it. If the principle on which this claufe

was formed, betrayed ignorance of the fentiraents

of the quakers, it muft be owned to have refle£led

credit on their fmcerity and fortitude ; implying a

perfuafion that they would not, through fear of fuf-

fering, be betrayed into prevarication and falfehood.

The article propofed to be inferted in the bill was

this : " I A. B. do profefs faith in God the Father,

" and in Jefus Chrift his eternal Son, the true God,
*' and in the Holy Spirit, coequal with the Father and

'' his Son,one God blelTed for ever : And do acknow-

" ledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Tef-

" tament to be the revealed will and word of God."

The Friends who attended the Parliament obje<fted.
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on feveral grounds, to this confeiTion. One was this:

that the phrafe the word of God. being applied to the

books or writings of the Old and NewTeflament, had

a fenfe given it different from that in which the

fcripturcs themfelves life it, viz. " the word that

*' was from the beginning, that was with God, and
*' that was God." A more enlarged principle of

objection to it was, that they did not eflecm them-

felves obliged to receive for doftrine the invented

terms or commandments of men ; though they were

ready to- teftify their faith in the Trinity, and in the

fcriptures, according to fcripture teftimony. At the

advice of Sir Thomas Clarges and other Members of

the Houfe, who were friendly to thern, they pro-

pofed a profeffion drawn up in the following

terms : "I A. B. profefs faith in God the Father,

** and in Jefus Chrift hi? eternal Son, the true God,
".-and in the Holy Spirit, one God blefled for ever:

^\ And do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the

" Old and New Teftament to be given by divine

" infpiration/' It may efcape the penetration of

fomc to difcern any materia^ difference between thefc

two formularies of faith, or to exculpate the latter,

any more than the propofed form, from the imputa-

tion of being exhibited in the invented terms or

commandments of men. But it was a form of their

own drawing up, and fatisfied the fcruples of their

minds* Sir Thomas Clarges prefented it to the

Houfe; and moved, in a Committee of the whole

Houfe, that this profeffion of faith fliould be ad-

mitted and fubftituted for the former. The mem-
B B 2
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bers of the Society of Friends who were in waiting,

viz. Mr. George Whitehead, Mr. John Vaughton,

Mr. Wm. Mead, and Mr. John Ofgood, were called

in and examined. Their anfwers gave the Houfc

fiich fatisfa^lion as to their belief in thofe points com-

prehended In the formulary, as fecured the end of

their attendance, and obtained the relief which they

foliclted ; for their propofed profefTion was incor-

porated into the A£l of Toleration ; Whereas it

enjoined and required from the mlniflers and

preachers, from all in holy orders, or pretended holy

orders, among the other denominations of diflenters,

an approbation of and fubfcription to the thirty-nine

articles, except the 34th, 35th, and 36th, and a

claufe In the 20th ; and, in indulgence to thofe who
fcruple the baptizing of infants, that part of the

27th article, which teaches infant baptifm.

In another inftance this A61: of Toleration was

modelled with a peculiar and tender regard to the

fcrupulofity of the Society of Friends. They, it is

well known, entertain a confcientious fcruple againft

taking any oath : in the room, therefore, of the

oaths mentioned in the A61, and required of other

dilTenters, as a condition of their title to the benefit

of it, the people called Quakers were allowed, as the

term of their claim to the advantages of it, to fub-

fcribe the following declaration only, viz.

" I A. B. do fmcerely promife and folemnly

" declare, before God and the world, that I will be

" true and faithful to King William and Queen
* *' Mary. And I folemnly profefs and decLare^ that
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" I do from my heart abhor, detefl, and renounce,

*' as impious and heretical, that damnable do£lrine

*' and pofition, that princes excommunicated, or

" deprived by the Pope, or any authority of the

*' fee of Rome, may be depofed or murdered by
*' their fubje£ls or any other whatfoever. And I

*' do declare that no foreign prince, perfon, prelate,

** ftate, or potentate, hath or ought to have any
*' power, jurifdiction, fuperiority, preeminence, or au-

*' thority, ecclefiaftical orfpiritual, within this realm."

The regulations which the A£i: of Toleracion ad-

mitted in favour of this fe£i: did honour to the

legiflature of the day ; and to the religious commu-

nity, to whofe peculiar mode of thinking they were

adapted. They indicated in the former a mild and

equitable temper ; and they implied that there were

traits of charadicr in the latter which entitled them

to refpe£r, to commiferation under their fulFerings,

and to fecurity for the future. It may be inferred

from thofe partial mitigations, had the other dif-

fenters of that day entertained the more juft and

enlarged views of later times on the fubje^l of re-

ligious liberty, the A£i of Toleration would have

been formed on a more liberal plan. The legifla-

lature feems to have been didinguifiied more by a

mild and yielding temper, than by correct ideas or

comprehenfive views.

In one inftance the Toleration Acl: was marked by

a rigorous fpirit towards even the Society of Friends.

It provided, by an exprefs claufe, " that nothing

^ contained in it fiiould be conftrued to exempt any
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' of the perfons aforefaid, from paying of tiihes

' and other parochial duties to the church or

' minifter, nor from any profecution in any ec-

' clefiaftical court or elfewhere for the fame."

* Although," obferves the hiftorian of this fe£V,

' the king was principled againft perfecution,

' yet this exemption was out of his power to

' grant, being prevented by the coronation oath.

' Many of the profecutions for thefe demands evi-

' dence that the fpirit of perfecution furvived the

' Afl of Toleration, by the fevere and oppreiTive

* methods adopted by many claimants of tithes for

' the recovery of their demands."*

In 1695, many Friends were call intoprifon, and

fevere proceedings were commenced againfl: others,

for the non-payment of ihofe demands. Some alfo

were long detained in prifon on the charge of con-

tempt of the Courts. It was determined, under thefe

circumftances, to draw up and prefent to the king a

flatc of their cafe. This paper profefled their peace-

able and quiet principles and deportment ; it repre-

fented that they were under deep fufFerings, in their

perfons and eflates, by tedious imprifonments,

feizures, and fequeftrations ; that fevcral members

of their fociety had died in prifons ; that many

more were under profecution in England and

Wales, to the ruin of many families, chiefly on

charges of contempt for not anfwering upon oath, in

cafes of tithes, when fucd in the exchequer or eccle-

• Cough's Jliflory of the People called" Quakers, vol, iii»

p. *3»—*3^»
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fiaftical courts, where the procefs was carried to ex-

communication. It exhibited, as a plea for the royal

interference to relieve their fufFerings, various in-

ftances, in which, under the preceding reigns, the

great feverities inflifted upon them had been mitigated

or redrelTed by the exercife of regal influence or prero-

gative ;—in 1 66 1 ,by King Charles lid's proclamation

of grace, which releafed many from prifon ; in

1672, by his letters patent or pardon, purfuant to

his declaration of indulgence to tender confciences

;

in the 25th year of the reign of that king, by an

A£l of Parliament granting his Majefty's mod gra-

cious and general pardon of contempts againft the

king; in 1685 and 1688, by divers commiffions and

two general proclamations of pardon, ifTued by King

James 11. ; in the fecond year of King William and

Queen Mary by an a£l of gracious, general, and free

pardon ; by the queen, in releafmg a poor innocent

woman from a long imprifonment on a fine in the

gaol of Lancafter, in the king's abfence ; and by

the favourable inclination the king had fhewn to

releafe two prifoners in Weftmoreland, on a petition

lately prefented to hira. The addrefs concluded

with foliciting the king, by proclamation or other-

wife, as feemed mod meet and convenient to his

wifdom and clemency, to extend his companion to

the fufferers of that day, for their lawful relief from

their confinements, prifons. and hardfhips.

This cafe and petition were prefented to the king

by Meffrs. George Whitehead, Gilbert Latey,

Thomas Lower, John Taylor, and Daniel Quare ;
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the lafl: pcrfon was known to his Majefly, had ready

accefs to him, and obtained his permiflion to intro-

duce the others. The king gave them audience,

unattended, in a private apartment. He enquired

to what places they belonged, and of what congre-

gations they were minifters ? This gave Mr. White-

head an opportunity of explaining the nature of that

office, as it was exercifed in their focicty ; and of

informing his Majefly that it did not imply a per-

manent connexion with a particular congregation,

but confided in vifiting, as the Lord inclined them,

the meetings of friends, without receiving any

ftipend. The king made no reply, but feemed very

ferious, and fatisfied with the anfwer. A copy of

the petition was delivered by MefTrs. George White-

head and Gilbert Latey, with the royal approba-

tion, to the lord keeper, Somers ; who received it

gracioufly, and afTured them of his readinefs, as far

as the law would admit, to comply with their re-

queft ; afTuring them that the king and himfelf were

really in their principles favourable to liberty of

confcience. The pleafmg refult of this application

to the throne was, that in afhort time after an Aflof

Grace was paffed, and about forty friends were dif-

charged from prifon and reflored to liberty.*

The indulgent claufe in the A£i of Toleration

which admitted the people called Quakers to the be-

nefits of that flatute, on their declaration, inflead of

an oath, did not enter into any other A6ts which re-

quired an oath. Their principle not to fwear, not

* Gpughj vol. iii, p. 366--'399?
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to make or take oaths, expofed them for a refafal

m many of the tranfadions of life to great inconve-

niences and fufFerings in perfon and eflate ; difibled

them from receiving their juft debts, or defending

their juft claims and property ; precluded their

giving evidence in the courts of judicature, or an-

fwers in chancery or exchequer ; was a bar to

their proving wills and tcflaments, or taking out

letters of adminiftration
;

prevented their commer-

cial tranfadions at the Cuftom-houfe, and fcrvices

in manorial courts ; deprived them of the ufe of

their franchife in the election of magidrates and

Members of Parliament ; and was the ground of

denying to their young men, who had even faith-

fully ferved their apprenticefhips, their freedom in

cities and boroughs. Thefe were ferious evils, and

expofed them to unjufl: and vexatious fuits. On
thefe grounds they petitioned the Houfe of Com-
mons, in 1695, ^^^ ^iC^^^ to bring in a bill that their

folemn affirmation or denial might be accepted

inflead of an oath ; fubmitting that whofoever in

this cafe (hould be convicted of falfifying the truth,

fhould undergo like pains and penalties as in law

andjuflicearedue unto perjured pcrfons.

A committee was chofen at the meeting for fuf#

ferings in London to carry this bill into Parliament

with effedl:. They folicited the members in favour

of it by perfonal applications ; and left with them

copies of the petition, and a (latement of their prin-

ciples and fufferings on the grounds of confcientious

fcruple againft violating the command of Chrift,
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^* Swear not at all,'* which they undcrflood to be

a pofitive prohibition. Some weeks were fpent in

thcfe previous fteps to furnifh the members with a

clear knowledge of the nature of the cafe, and to

avoid an abrupt and hafty introdu£iion of the peti-

tion into the houfe. Having prepared the minds of

the members for a reception of ic, they applied to

Edmund Waller, efq; the fon of the poet of that

Dame, to prefent it to the houfe, an oiBce which he

cheerfully undertook to do ; and when he moved the

reading of it, and aiked for leave to bring in a bill

formed on the principle of it, the motion was carried

by a great majority, and leave accordingly was given.

The patrons of the bill, who were aftive in promoting

It, were of opinion, that to give a folemnity to the

atteflation in the courts of juftice, and to render it

what Parliament might reafonably require, it was

neceffary to introduce into the affirmation fome ex-

plicit and facrcd expreffions refpe6ling the omnif-

ciencc of God, as *' I A. B. do declare, in the

"prefence of Almighty Gol." The friends of

the committee wilhed to have their fimple affirma-

tion or negation accepted, without any appeal to the

Divine Being y but in deference to the opinion of

ihofe who advocated their caufe, they thought it

more eligible to acquiefce, ihan to riik the lofmg of the

bill. In this form it paffed the Houfe of Commons.

To facilitate the carrying of the bill through the

Houfe of Lords, their cafe was reprinted and en-

larged, and illuftrated by reference to the cafe of the

Menonifls in Holland^ who, fincc the year 1577,
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had been fo far indulged, that their yea and nay

were admitted inflead of an oath, fubje^l, in cafe of

falfifving, to the fame penalties as perjury. Though
King William had i.imed to fupply the vacant fees

with men of diftinguifbed moderation, fome bifliops

of the old cafl flill had feats in the Houfe of Lords.

Thefc endeavoured to fruflrate the application of the

Friends. They propofed, inflead of the aiBrmation

as it came from the Commons, that more folemn

affeverations fhould be adopted, viz. '• I call God
*' to witnefs and judge, ^-c. ;" " I call God to

** record on my foul, and appeal to God as a judge
*

' of the truth of what I fay, &c.'* The committee

properly remarked, that thefe propofed forms of

expreflions, in which the facred name of God, as a

judge or avenger, was introduced, conftituted a new

oath ; the impofition of which would manifeftly

defeat the end of their petition to be freed from ali

oaths as contrary to their confcientious perfuafion.

The temporal peers, who had taken their fentiments

on this fubje£l, returned into the houfe, and renewed

the debate on the bill, and brought the bi(hops to

concur in another amendment, viz. to add after the

word God^ thefe words, the witnefs of the truth.

Having carried this point, they reported it to the

Friends, and carneftly perfuaded them to acquiefce in

the infertion of this additional claufe, rather than

lofe the bill. Finding that they could do no better,

it was agreed to leave the matter to the difcretion of

the temporal peers who efpoufed their caufe. So

the bill was finally pafled, with an affirmation in
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this form,—" I A. B. do declare In the prefence of

*' Almighty God, the witnefs of the truth of

<^ what I fay."

A claufe was hnroduced into this A61 relative to

the exa^lment of tilhes, empowering two juftices of

the peace, on the complaint of any parfon, vicar,

farmer, or proprietor of tithes, or coHedlors of

tithes, that any quaker had refufed to pay or com-

pound for the fame, or to pay any church-rates, to

convene before them fuch quaker or quakers, and

to examine and afcertain on oath what is due or

payable on oath by fuch quaker or quakers to the

party or parties complaining ; and by order under

their hands and feals to direfl and appoint the pay-

ment thereof, if the fum does not exceed ten pounds;

or to levy the m.oney, thereby ordered to be paid, by

diftrefs or fale of goods ; allowing, however, an

appeal from the fentence and proceedings of fuch

two juflices to the next general quarter-feffions.

This A61 was in force for feven years only ; but

at the expiration of that term it was renewed for

eleven years longer; and in the year 1713 it v/as

made perpetual. The terms of the affirmation flill

created uneafinefs in the minds of many friends, who

had confcientious fcruples about the ufe of them; as,

in their opinion, too nearly approaching the nature

of an oath, by reafon of an implied appeal to God.

A petition was prefented to Parliament for another

amendment of it in 172 1, and the prayer of it was

granted.*

* Cough's Hlftory, vol. iii. p. 40*—412.
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While the fcruples and grievances of the Society

of Friends met with a candid attention and a liberal

redrefs in thefe points, they were threatened with

the operation of a new penal law. Dr. Henry
Compton, the bifliop of London, brought a bill into

the Houfe of Lords, and gave it his warm fupport,

for the better payment of church-rates, fmall tithes,

and other church dues : it was meant to extend the

penalties of the A61 of 32 Henry VIIL for the reco-

very of predial tithes and fmall tithes, repairs of the

places of public worfhip, clerks' wages, and fextons'

fees. By the operation of this A61:, a perfon might

be fubjedi-, for a trifling demand, of perhaps lefs

than a (hilling, to the expence of a fuit in the ec-

clefiaftical courts ; and, in cafe he did not obey the

monition of the judge by paying the demand and

cofts, to an attachment and a commitment to prifon

without bail or mainprize: with this addition, that

it gave the juilices power to grant warrants to dif-

train the goods of the defendants in fuch caufes,

or imprifon, if no diftrefs could be found.

A bill fo threatening and fevere naturally awakened

the attention of the meeting for fufferings in London.

A copy of the bill was procured; and exceptions to

it were prepared, to (hew its repugnancy to common

law andjuftice, and to reprefent its injurious afpecl

on the rights and property of the fubje^t. When
the day appointed for a committee of the Lords to

fit upon it arrived, fome of the friends in London

were admitted to an audience. The Biftiop of

London, as chairman, interrogated them on the
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grounds of their objefllons to it. Mr. Whitehead

replied, that the reafon affigned in the A61 of 17

Charles L for abohfliing the (lar-chamber and high

commifGon courts, he conceived, with fubmiflion,

applied to the pending bill ; as giving abfolute

power to the ecclefiaftical courts, their judges and

ordinaries, to pafs definitive fentence without appeal,

and conveying to them the power of becoming ar-

bitrary and oppreflive. The temporal peers con-

dueled the conference with great civility and kindnefs:

after much difcourfe, the biftiop alked if they had

any exceptions to offer in writing. He was anfwered

in the affirmative, and a flatemcni of their exceptions

was produced. The general reafon againfl: it, offered

by Mr. Whitehead, was more fully reprefented, and

the application of it to particular parts of the bill

minutely exhibited. Special objc6lions were alleged

againft the feverity of the bill in not admitting or

^providing for the party cited any legal cxcufe, ia

cafe of.abfence on a long journey, or being prevented

from appearing by occafioni of emergency; and

again (1 the indifcriminate equality of the penalties

which it enabled. It was urged, that it exceeded in

fcverity thcflatute 32 Henry VIII. c. 7, and inveiled

•the ecclefiaftical courts with a greater and more

abfolute power. Thefe reprefentations had their

efFe<n-. The bill was laid afide.*

When, after the treaty of peace concluded at Ryf-

v/ick in 1697, addrefTcs of congratulation were pre-

fcnted to the king, from many quarters, and by other

* Gough's Hiftory, vol. iii. p. 410—414*
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focieties of proteftants, this fociety refpeflfully and

gratefully adverted, in their addrefs, to the liberty of

confcience granted to his fubjcfts of different pcrfua-

fions, and efpecially to their own large participation

of his favours, which " they efteemed it their duty

" gratefully to commemorate and acknowledge, ear-

*' neftly bcfecching Almighty God to aflift him to

profecutc all fuch his juft and good intentions; that

* his days here might be happy and peaceable; and

he might hereafter partake of a lading crown
** that would never fade away.*'*

The A£t of Toleration, even in the more benign

afpeft which it affumed towards this people, though

it rcftrained, was not, inflantly, efficient enough to

fupprefs the fpirit of perfecution. They did not

long enjoy the pacific advantages of that Ad without

moleftation. In 1698, fome clergymen of Norfolk,

at the infligation of one who had left the fociety,

challenged fome friends in the neighbourhood, and

others in London, to a public meeting in the parifh

church of Weft-Dereham ; at which they endea*

voured to draw, from many books written by fome

of the fociety, with which they had been furniflicd,

conclufions injurious to that community. They were

foiled in this attempt. Difappointed in their hopes

from a verbal controverfy, they had recourfe to the

prefs ; and publifhed two calumniating trails, in

which they reprefented the members of the fociety

as feditious, and their principles as blafphemous :

and to prepare the way for further attempts againft

Cough's Hiilory, toI- iii. p. 416.
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rheTecurity and peace of this fociety, they prefented

thefe traOs to the members of Parliament. Mr,

George Whitehead was a^live in preparing anfvvers

to thefe pamphlets, both to detedl their ungenerous

aims, and to refute their injurious and acrimonious

affertions. In the mean time Mr. William Penn

drew up, printed, and circulated among the members,

a brief and manly remonilrance againfl the afperfions

and conduct of the clergy; expreffing not '* a fur-

*' prize at being evilly intreated, but a jufl expec*

" taiion, that if confcience prevailed more than con-

*' tention, and charity over-ruled prejudice, they

** might hope for fairer quarter than from their

*' adverfaries." Neither afliamed nor overawed by

this remonftrance, the clergy and their abettors pro-

ceeded in their defign, and prefented to the Houfe

of Commons a petition againfl the Society of Friends,

replete with general inve£lives. They expreifed their

refentment at the daily increafe of the Quakers, and

the mischiefs and dangers which this increafe threat-

ened to the nation: they affe^ed to fufpe£l their

teachers of being Romi/Jj emiffaries in difguife ; whom
ihey charged with boldly fpreading their venomous

do£lrines every where under pretenfions to a divine

infpiration; and they profeiTed to be alarmed at the

tendency of their blasphemous books and -pernicious

principles^ as tending to fubvert the fundamentals of

chriftianity, and to undermine the civil government.

The prayer of the petition was, " that the princi-

" pies and pra61:iccs of this people might be flriftly

" examined, and ccnfured, and fuppreffed, as to the
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*' wifdom of the Houfe might feem expedient, with

** whatfoever tenderncfs to their perfons and eftates."

As if, truly, penal (laiutes, dellroying the liberty

and ruining the eftates of men, could confifl: with

much tendernefs and levity ; as if imprifonment and

fines were mcafures of milJncfs.

Two clergymen, Mr. John Meriton and Mr. L.

Topcliff, attended at the Houfe to folicit fome Mem-

bers to introduce this petition. A copy of it had

been procured by the active partizanS of the fociery^

who fliewed it to feveral Members of Parliament

;

and pointed out its dire(ft tendency to make void the

Aft of Toleration, and to fuperfede the liberty of

confcience granted by the government. The times

were now changed, and more liberal fentiments were

adopted in refpeft to religious liberty, than had pre-

vailed in former reigns. The members of Parlia-

ment determined to fet their faces agaiiid a petition,

the malignant confequences^ of which were at firft

obvious. The reprefentatives of the county, into

whofe hands it had been put, were indeed brought

into a dilemma ; under the profpeft of difobliging

the clergy and their adherents, or of afting contrary

to their own judgment, and the general fentiments

of the Houfe. On mature deliberation they declined

moving it on a petition, which they were fenfible

would be immediately rejefted. This conduft, how-

ever, though at once wife and liberal^ did not dif-

Gourage the corporation of St. Edmundfbury, in

Suffolk, from bringing forward another petition of

the fame fpirit and tendency. It reprefented that

c c
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no ancient herefies had ever been fo formidable in

their rife and progrefs as was that of the quakers ;

who, it Hated, were " in their clandefline conftitu-

*' tion oppofite to the eftabUflied policy; in their

'' principles of faith, antichriftian ; of government,

^' antimonarchical ; in points of do£lrine, anti-

" fcriptural ; and in practices, as to their monthly,

*^ quarterly, and yearly meetings, illegal." This

petition, after the reje6i:ion of that from Norfolk,

was foon difpofed of. The members for SuiFolk,

who had declared their averfion from the principles

of that application to the Houfe, would not violate

their own judgment and confiilency of chara£ler fo

far as to introduce this j and to the mortificatioa of

thofe magiftrates who, during the exiftence of the

penal laws, had fignalized their promptitude to per-

fecution, this attempt to regain the power of

harafling their innocent fellow-fubje£ls was defeated

by the fuppreflion of their petition.*

The lad •^i^: of the general body of the Society of

Friends in this period of their hiilory was an ad-

drefs to the throne. After the Parliament had

fettled the fuccelEon to the crown in Sophia the

Eleclrefs of Hanover and her heirs, and while King

William v/as in Holland, the fuperfeded monarch,

James II. died on the 17th September 170Q, at the

palace of Germain's in France ; and his fon, by

order of the French fovi'reign, was proclaimed King

of the Britifli. This meafure of the French court

iroufed the general indignation of the Englifli 5 and

* Gough, p. 418—423.
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on the king's return from the Continent addreffes

were fent from all quarters, expreffive of gratitude

for the revolution, and of loyalty to him and to the

houfe of Hanover. The Society of Friends, who
.

heretofore had been conftrained to lay before the

throne complaints of grievances, were ready on this

occafion, with a lively fenfe of the liberty and

favour which they enjoyed, to approach it with

warm fentiments of duty and gratitude in an addrefs,

prefented by their refpe^lable members George

Whitehead, WiUiam Mead, and Francis Camfield,

to " a prince whom they believed God had pro-

moted and principled for the good ends of

government ; whom God by his almighty power

had eminently preferved, and made exemplary in

*' prudence as well as goodnefs to other kings and

^' princes, whereby his memorial would be re-

" nowned to pofterity." Their addrefs was favour-

ably received by the king, who in anfwer replied,

*^ I have protefled you, and fhall proteft you :"

and on a perufal of it in his clofet, it was under-

flood that he expreffed his particular approbation.

It was fome years before it appeared in the Gazettej

and fuch was the fpirit of the times, that advantage

was taken of this delay to deceive the public by a

ridiculous fabrication, publifhed in fome of the newf-

papers,as their addrefs, in which they v/cre repre-

fented as ufing expreffions fo blunt and unmannerly

as befpoke audacity and infolence rather than the

honefl: fimplicity of this fociety. Such reprefenta-

tions ferved to gratify fpleen, and to make an im-

c c ^



3gg HISTORY OF THE C. Ill*

preffion on prejudiced minds ; though the forgery

was foon dete£led by the publication of the real

addrefs.*

Some charaiflers which appeared during thefe times

in this community, have received from the pen of

its hiftorian a particular tribute of refpe£l. Among

thefe was Alemnder Parker^ born near Bolton in

Lancafliire, who, at an early period of his life, cm-

braced the principles of this people, and became an

eminent minifler among them* He was the compa-

nion of George Fox, when he was fent up by

Colonel Racket to Oliver Cromwell ; and travelled

with him on various journies, in different parts of

England, in Scotland, and into Holland, in 1684.

" He was one in the number of the worthies of that

«' age who were given up to the fervice of their

*' Maker, and to the promoting of pure religion

" and the pra£lice of piety, as the principal purpofe

*' of their lives." With this view he took many

journies by himfelf in the excrcife of his miniftry.

He feveral times fuffered by imprifonment and fines.

The laft twenty years of his life he refided in Lon-

don, and was very ferviceable with others in fol {ci-

tations to government for the relief of their friends

under fuiferings; for which offices the comelinefs

of his perfon and deportment particularly qualified

him. He was the author of feveral treatifes and

cpiftles to the fociety ; and concluded his a(flive and

benevolent exertions and well-fpent life with great

peace on the 9th of March 1688—9.!

* Gough, p. 455—45S. t Gough, p. 237-8«
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Another member of the Society of Friends at

this period, whodiftinguifhed himfelf by his virtues

and labours, was Mr. Robert Lodge, a frequent com-

panion of Mr. John Burnyeat in his miniflry and

journies in Ireland- He was born about the year

1636, at Mafliam in Yorkfliire, in which place he

afterwards refided. In his youth his mind had a

flrong tinflure of religion, and his underllanding

was opened to behoJd it under fuch views of its

purity and refinement, before he had heard of the

people called quakers, that in frequent converfations

which he had with the clergy, he difcovered appre-

henfions of its nature fuperior to thofe which were

entertained by them. On the appearance of fome

members of that fociety in his neighbourhood,

about the year 1654, he embraced their fentiments

in the eighteenth year of his age. He was after-

wards looked on as poiTeiTrng eminent gifts for the

miniflry, and travelled in the exercife of it through

diiTerent parts of England and Ireland ; and was

inftrumental to awaken in many ferious confideration

of their ways, and religious defires after the attain-

ment cf peace and future happinefs. He was twice

imprifoned ; once at York 1660, and again at

Wakefield in 1665. He died on the 7th of July

1690, with a fercnity of mind which fupported him

above the fear of death, like one falling into an eafy

flecp. His lafl: words were *' BlefTed be Gon, I

" have heavenly peace." '' He was a man,'* wc are

told, *' of an amiable difpofition, cultivated by

^' pure religion j a preacher of righteoufnefs, no
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*' lefs in the whole tenour of his life and circumfpecl

" convcrfation than in word or do^lrine ; whereby
'' he acquired the general efteem of his friends and

'* neighbours, and left an honourable and fpotlefs

" reputation behind him."

In the fame year died Mr, Thomas Salthouse, an

intimate in the family of Judge Fell, when Mr.

George Eox came to Swarthmore ; whofe preaching

wrought convi^lion in him, and in the greateft part

of the family. Having been commiffioned to preach,

he fpent a confiderable portion of his life in travell-

ing, and labouring to promote, particularly in the

weftern counties, the reception of what he deemed

to be the truth ; and for his tedimony to it he

fuffered repeated imprifonments, attended with

circumfiances of feverity and ignominy ; being

detained in gaol, (when thofe who had been appre-

hended with him, had been releafed,) through his

inability to pay fines, or to procure fecurities on

account of his great diflance from home, as well as

being treated as a vagrant. After forae years he

appears to have married and fettled in Cornwall

;

but he continued frequently to vifit different parts

of the kingdom ; and although he efcaped impri-

fonment, he was not fecure againfl the malignity

of informers. At the funeral of a refpecftable

member of the foclety in December 1681, he ad-

drefTed a mixed audience, in a fuitable exhortation

*' to fenoufnefs and fobriety, reminding them of the

n-rainry of d ath and judgment, and a retributionceri

^^ according to their works," ^' Onfuch an occafion.
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" and to fuch an afTembly of many good Chriflians,

" loyal fubjedls, and profelTors of the proteftant

" religion, one would fcarcely expert,'* obferves the

hiftorian, " that reminding men of their mortality,

" and inciting them to prepare for death, could have

" been liable to the penalties of the law :" yet upon

the oath of two informers feveral prefent were con-

vi£led unheard, and fined for a conventicle by three

juftices ; and the goods in the fliop of Mr. Sakhoufe

were diftrained to the value of 29I. 9s. 9d, to pay

a fine of 20I. for preaching. In 1683, he and

feveral others were committed to Launcefton gaol 5

and for declining to take an oath, they were brought

to the fummer afilzes, where the oath was again

tendered to them in open court. Upon convi<ftion

of refufmg it, they were on a fentence o^ pramu?iire

detained three years in prifon, till King James's

general pardon releafed them. After this, Mr.

Sakhoufe renewed and continued his paftoral vifits,

till, about the 60th year of his age, death deter-

mined all his labours and fufferings. He is fpoken

of as " a man of good natural capacity, and adorned

^' with an excellent gift in the mlnlitry ; remarkably

^' affable and pleafant in his converfiuion, which

" procured him the refpef^tful regard of many others

" as well as of friends." He addrefied to them fome

excellent epidles, and v/as the author of fome

valuable tradls.'^

A third chara6ler which recommends itfelf to our

notice in the biography of the Society of Friends,

at this period, is that of Mr. Cbarks Marjl^all,

• Gou^h, ut auU", p. 255^258.
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born in Bridol in April 1637; by profeiTion an

apothecary and chemift; a man who was accounted

worthy of double honour in his own religious com-

munity ; and who, for the innocence and integrity

of his life, had obtained a good refpecl among his

acquaintance and neighbours. He defccnded from

religious and virtuous parents, who, as the faithful

guardians of his tender youth, directed his education

with a view at once to the cultivation of virtuous

difpofitions in him, and to the furnifliing of his mind

with literature. His mother took him to the reli-

gious afTemblies of the Independents which (lie

frequented, and fometimes to ihofe of the baptifls
;

and he accompanied her to hear miniflers of every

denomination who were in the greatell: reputation

for zeal, experience, and piety. He himfelf from

his childhood conceived an abhorrence of every

degree of profanenefs and immorality, and delighted

in reading the fcriptures. He accuflomed himfelf,

as he advanced in years, to fpend much time in the

fields and woods, out of the fight and obfervation of

men, in the exercifes of devotion. His inducement

to this was a diflatisfaction with the condu6l of many

in the different religious communities of the day, on

account of their having fallen, as he conceived, into

a mere lifelefs and empty profellion. He had there-

fore left them, and accullomcd himfelf to thefe

folirary retiremxnts, and alfo affociated with fome

other perfons who thought as he did. He fpent one

day in' the week with them in fading and prayer,

feeking relief from a conflid: of fpirir, in their reli-
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gious feelings and views. This fele£l party was

vifited, in 1654, by Mr. John Cam and Mr. John

Auckhnd, minifters among the people called

quakers. The preaching of the latter arretted the

atreniion of Mr. Marftiall, and brought him over to

his fentiments. After many years, in 1670, he

became a minifter among them. In the fame year

he commenced his travels in that chara£ler, through

the neighbouring counties of Wiltlliire and Glocef-

terQiire, and puifued them fo far as to Kendal in

Weftmoreland, returning through Chefiiire and

Worcefterfliire. He continued his journies to the

year 1672, without any interruption from informers,

either by imprifonment or by levying of fines under

the Conventicle A(^. He experienced many deliver-

ances from difficulties and dangers which attended

him. At one time having the lands to crofs near

Ulvcrfton in Lancafhire, he was on the point of

attempting it, in company with four others, being

told by two perfons who lived on the other fide of

the river that he might do it with fafety; but

flopping from an impreffion on his own mind, he

received intelligence that it would be dangerous to

venture to do it at that time, and defifled ; and in

about an hour the fea overflowed the fands to the

extent of feveral miles. In 1674, he was dragged

through a gallery out of the meeting-houfe at Cla-

verton in Somerfet(hire, with (o much violence, by

a magiflrare, that it caufed a fpitting of blood, and

was attended with a contufion, of which he long

after complained. He was a great fuiFerer in the
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forfeiture of liis goods for tithes; and in 1682, was

confined, by a profecution before the barons of the

exchequer, two years in Fleet prifon. He met with

many trials of his faith and patience, in his affiduous

endeavours, conjointly with Mr. George Fox, to

heal diffentions which broke out about 1677, in

the Society of Friends, in confequence of the oppo-

fition made by John Wilkinfon and John Story to

the eftablifliment of an orderly difcipline. He con-

tinued his labours and journies, v/ith many trying

cxercifes of body and mind, for the greateft part of

twenty years
;

giving up his time, fubftance, and

flrength, to the obje61s of his miniftry. On his lad

journey to Briflol and the Weftern Counties, in 1 698,

he was vifited with a lingering indifpofition, which,

according to a prefage and fettled opinion of his

own mind, proved mortal. Having paiTed a life of

faithfulnefs, integrity, and extenfive benevolence,

in the fervice of God and man, he felt, in the

alTured profpe£l: of his approaching change, that the

work of righteoufnefs was peace, and the efFe«n:

thereof quietnefs and affurance for ever. His ex-

preiTions and counfels to thofe who vifited him in an

illnefs of four months, frequently attended with

great pain, clearly evidenced that he felt no decay

in love to his brethren, in univerfal benevolence, or

in his fpiritual abilities ; and borne up fuperior to

his affliction by the fecurity of his confcience, he

was ftrengthened to bear his painful fenfations with

much patience and calm refignation to the divine

will. He ftrongly recommended to fome of his
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brethren in the miniflry two things, which were

weightily imprefled upon his own mind. One point

which he urged on their attention, to ufe his own
words, was, ^' that they would gather down unto

" the immortal feed and word of life in themfelves,

«' and be exercifed in it before the Lord j and duly

" prize and fet a right value upon the many out-

" ward and inward bleiTmgs that the Lord has
^' eminently beftowed upon them fmce the morning
" of the day of his blcffed vifitation ; then (hall they

*• grow and be preferved in a living freflmefs to Him,
*' and the Lord will continue his mercies to them,

" and they ihall not want his divine refreihing prc-

•^ fence in their meetings together before Him."

The fecond was that " thofe friends to whom the

^^ Lord had given great eflates, ought to^aft their

" bread upon the waters, and to do good therewith

•• in their life time ; for thofe that are enjoyers of
*' fuch things, fliould fee that they be good flewards

" thereof." As his lad moments approached, he

clofed his eyes with his own hands, and with com-

pofure of mind refigned his foul to God in the 62d
year of his age. He was himfelf a living example

of that virtuous and holy conduct which he incul-

cated ; he was the advocate of the poor with the

opulent, recommending felf-denial, hofpitallty, and

liberality, rather than high living ; and the charity

to which he exhorted others he exhibited in his

own pra£^ice, particularly in fupplying the fick with

advice and medicine, the hungry with food, and

the naked with raiment.
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Mr, yohn Crook was another member of the

Society of Friends, whofe name is come down to us

with peculiar teflimonies of refpect. He was a man
of literature, poirciTed a good edate^ and wa. in the

commiffion of the peace for Bedfordfhire, In the

year 1654, and about the 37th of his age, con-

vinced by the miniftry of Mr. George Fox and

Mr. William Dewfbury, he embraced the principles

of the Friends, and became a member of their com-

munity. On this his commiffion was taken away.

He entered with fuch ardour of feeling: into the

fentiments and fpirit of this body of chriftians, that

lie became not only a very ferviceable member of

their community, but a preacher of didinguifhed

gift^, '' as an eloquent man, and mighty in the fcrip^

** tures, and highly efteemed.'* As long as the

ftate of his health permitted, till he was difabled

by a complication of painful maladies, he travelled

as a minifter through different parts of the nation,

particularly in Bedfordfliire and the neighbouring

counties. He was a great fufferer for the teflimony

of a good confcience, being repeatedly expofed to

the feverities of unmerited profecutions. At differ-

ent times he was confined for months in the gaols

of Newgate, Huntingdon, and Aykfbury. On the

25th of June 1662, Mr. Crook, with two other

other brethren, one a phyfician, and the other a

goldfmith, men of property and chara6\er, without

being charged with any crime, or the ground of ^n

indiflment, were tried at the bar of the Old Bailey,

and a fentence q^ prczmunire was palTcd on them for
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refufing to take the oath of allegiance before Judge

Twifden. On this occafion Mr. Crook pleaded with

ability and intrepidity, on the principles of the

Englilh conditution and laws, agaicfl: the illegal

proceedings of the court. He and his fellow pri-

foners demanded, before the jury brought in their

verdii^, their privilege to make their defence; but it

was refufed them. The Chief Judge on the bench

remarked, that " if the quakers had liberty to fpeak,

" they would make themfelvcs famous, and their

"judges odious." An officer of the court was

commanded to flop their mouths, which he did with

a dirty cloth. Immediately after fcntence was pafled,

their eftates were feized. On the 23d of July they

were fet at liberty, it was fuppofed, by the king's

order. During their confinement Mr. Crook drew

up and committed to the prefs, a narrative of the

the trial ; " that the king and nation might not be

" ignorant of the meafures purfued, and their ten-

*' dency to defpotifm, and the ruin of the fubje£l."*

As Mr. Crook advanced in life he was aiti'i£Ved

with frequent and fevcre paroxyfms of the (lone,

during which he was never known to utter an impa-

tient word ; and when the extremity of the fit was

over, he would thankfully exprefs the inward joy

and peace of mind that he had felt in it. He died

on the 26th April 1699, at his houfe in Hertford,

in the 8 2d year of his age. Mr. Gough has pre-

ferved a letter to his children and grandchildren,

written fcarcely two months before his death, full of

• Gough, vol. i. p. 518—526.
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weighty counfels, expreffed with vigour, and breath-

ing a fpirit of elevated piety.*

We have referved for this place the names of two

mod diftinguiflied members of the Society of Friends.

They died, indeed, before thofe whom we have

already noticed ; but they may with propriety clofe

the Hil of worthies in that community, as perfons

judly held in peculiar refpe^l. The individuals to

whom we relate were Rob. Barclay and George Fox,

Mr. Robert Barclay, the fon of Colonel David

SarclaVjt was born at Edinburgh in the year 1648.

He was defcended on the paternal fide from the

ancient and honourable family of the Barclays, of

Mathers, in the kingdom of Scotland ; and on the

maternal, from that of Catherine Gordon, of the

houfe of the Duke of Gordon. The fird rudiments

of his education were received among the Calvinifts

in his owh country. In an early period of his life

he was removed to Paris, for a more extenfive edu-

cation, under the tuition of his uncle, prefident of

the Scotch college in that city. Here he received,

from the imprcllions made on his immature judg-

ment, a flrong bias in favour of the principles of

the Catholic faiih. In 1664, he returned home;

having acquired a competent knowledge of the

fciences, and attained to a great proficiency in the

French and Latin tongues. He could write and

fpcak the latter language with great faciliuy and cor-

re(51nefs; and he afterwards made hi mfelf mailer of

* Gough, vol. iii. p. 433—441.

t See the la(t edition of Neal, vol. v. p. 117.
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the Greek and Hebrew. During his abfence his

father joined in fellowfliip with the people called

quakers. The religious converfatioa and circum-

fpe(5l example of his father, and his intercourf^ with

others of the fame profeffion, direcled the attcatiou

of the young Barclay to their principles ; diipofed

him to think very favourable of their reiigiou^!?

views, as producing a condu£b in life remarkably

confident with the precepts and fpiric of the gofpel;

and induced him to attend their meeiino^?. In the

19th year of his age he made a public profeffion of

their fenciments, and became an aftive and zealous

member of their community; and received the

miniftry among them as his greateft honour. A
clear conception, an cxtenfive reach of thought, a

clofeand convincing manner of reafoning, delivered

in a plain, unafre(fled, neat (lyle, combined with con-

fiderable literary attainments, in union with a calm-

nefs of temper, qualified him to be, both in waiting

and difcourfe, an able and powerful advocate of the

fociety to which he had joined himfelf. In 1675,

on the 14th of February, he and Mr. George Keith

held a public difputation with fome (Indents in divi-

nity, at Aberdeen, on the principles of their reli-

gious profeffion ; the (Indents, having numbers on

their fide, handled the fubjefl that came into dif-

cuffion with difgraceful levity, fell into clamour and

perfonal abufe, and vaunted themfelves in a victory

which they had not obtained. The difpncarion

ended as ufual in tumult and diforder, and alfo wnth

throwing of clods and flones. Four (Indents who
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^ere prefent, but not difputants, were, however,

fo imprelTed with the arguments offered by the

advocates of the Friends, that they joined the focietyr

Mr. Barclay afterwards publiftied *' a true and faith-

*' ful account of the mod material paiTages of this

*' Difputation, condu(5led before fome hundreds of

*^ witnelTes*' In 1676, fome members of the Society,

to the number of thirty-four, werecafl intoprifon by

the magiftrates of Edinburgh, on the ground of a

declaration ilTued by the council to enforce the A£ts

of Parliament againfl: conventicles; and were de-

tained three monthe, before they were called to the

tribunal of the commiiTioners of the privy council^

to hear the libel exhibited againfl them, and to fet

up their defence. After an hour or two fpent by

the court in deliberation on their defence, the pri-

foners were called in one by one, and feverally afked,

*^ Whether they would oblige themfelves not to go

'' any more to meeting ?" which every one of them

refufmg to do, fome of them, among whom was Mr.

Barclay's father, were fined each one fourth of their

refpective valued rents for keeping conventicles; and

an eighth part of the faid valued rents each for

withdrawing from. the public worfliip ; and fcveral

were fined to an eighth part for their wives* tranf-

grelTiuns in the fame way. Others who were not

poircfTcd of landed property, were fined in fums

of money of 40I. 30I. 23I. or lefs each ; and all were

remanded to prifon till the fines were paid. Their

numbers were foon increafed by the repeated impri-

fonments of OLhei:^;, apprehended at religious meet-
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ings. Oil this, Mr. Barclay being in London, gained

admittance to the king, delivered to hira a narra-

tive of the proceedings and of the feverity of the

magiflrates, and interceded that the cafe of his im.

prifoned friends might be recommended to the

favourable notice of the Council of Scotland. The
king accordingly directed the Earl of Lauderdale to

recommend it to their confideration. The council

referred it to their former commiilioners, in conjunc-

tion with three others. In the iifue it was decreed

that on paying their fines they fhould be releafed,

as were the next morning: all who had been imori-

foned fince the others were fined.

In 1677, Mr. Barclay accompanied his friends,

William Penn, George Fox, and George Keith, oa
a journey to Holland, to vifit the members of their

community in the United States, and in fome parts

of Germany. Barclay and Penn proceeded to Ker-

ford, the refidence of Elizabeth Princefs Palatine,

and aunt to King George I. who, under a folicitous

concern of mind on a religious account, had carried on

an epiftolary correfpondence with Mr. Penn.* Mr.

Barclay is faid on this tour to have recommended his

do61rines, not only by the exemplarinefs of his man-

ners, but by the cheerfulnefs and agreeablenefs of his

converfation. In 1677, Mr. Barclay prefented an

excellent letter to the public miniflers alTembled in a

congrefs, held at Nimeguen, to reftore the peace of

Europe ; copies of it in Latin were delivered to the

ambaffadors of the Emperor, of the kings of Great-

• Gougb, voi. ii. p. 317, 458, 466, 485.
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Britain, Spain, France, Sweden, the States General,

&c. ; and were received, it is related, with great

marks of efteem and refpe(n-. The author informs

them, that a fight of the miferics produced by war,

which he witncfTed on his vifit to Holland and

Germany, firfl: fuggefted to him the idea of writing

this addrefs. The defign of it was to lay open

the true caufes of war and blooddicd ; the dreadful

and barbarous confequences attending it ; and the

only certain and undeniable means of attaining, by

the purfuit of chriftian principles, true, lading, and

folid peace. Voltaire remarks on this tour through

the continent by Mr, Barclay and his affociatcs,

" The Friends fowed the good feed in Germany,

" but reaped very little fruit ; for the mode of

" thee-ing and thou-ing was not approved of in a

" country where a man is perpetually obliged to

" employ the titles of Highnefs and Excellency."*

Mr. Barclay after this " palTcd his life in a

" peaceful retirement; having a large family, which
** he governed with great dignity, wifdom, and

" difcretion; living always decently and honourably

" upon his own fortune, which was confiderable."

He had attained only to the 42d year of his age,

when he died at his own houfe at Ury, in Scotland,

on the 3d of Oflober 1690. His ficknefs was (hort,

his temper of mind through ^it was calm and ferene

;

and he clofcd his eyes with firm confidence in

GoD. A friend, in his courfe of travels through

thofe parts, calling on him, he expreffed his love to

• Goadby's Britifh Biography, rol. tu. p. 141.
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all the faithful friends hi England, who kept their

integrity in the truth ; and defired that the af-

furance of his affcdlion might be carried to the

friends in Cumberland where his vifitor refided, and

at Swarthmore, and to the faithful every where,

adding, " God is good ftill, and though I am under
** a great weight of weaknefs and llcknefs, yet my
" peace flows ; and this I know, whatever exercifes

*' may be permitted to come upon me, they fliall

" tend to God's glory and my falvation, and in thac

" I reft." Ample and honourable teftimonies were

borne to his charadler and talents by thofe of his

own perftiafion.* The eulogy on him by Mr. Wm.
Penn, v/ho was well acquainted with him, may be

acceptable to the reader. " He loved the truth and
** way of God, as revealed among us, above all

*^ the world, and was not alliamed of it before men,
^' but bold and able in maintaining it j found in

" judgment, ftrong in argument, cheerful in fufFer-

'' ings ; of a pleafant difpofition, yet folid, plain,

** and exemplary in converi'ation. He was a learned

*' man, a good chriftian, an able minifter, a dutiful

*' fon, a loving hufoand, a tender and careful father,

*' an eafy mafter, and a good and kind neighbour
*^ and friend. Thefe eminent qualities in one who
" employed them fo ferviceably, and who had not

'* lived much above half the life of a man, aggra-

*' vated the lofs of him, efpecially in that nation

** where he lived.'* A more modern writer, in very

• For fpeclmens of which fee Gough, vol. iii. p. a47—8 f
and

Kippis's Biographia Britanoica, vol. i. p. 599, &c. AOte 1.

D J) a
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expreflive and handfome terms, has conclfely drawn

his charafler: " He was a man of eminent learning

** and abilities, fincerely pious, and uniformly vir-

*' tuous. He was very benevolent and charitable,

*' and remarkable for the government of his paffions,

" and the meeknefs andfweetncfs of his temper."**

A Scots poet, writing of Mr. Barclay's two brothers,

William and John, concludes with thefe verfes

upon Robert:

** But lo 1 a third appears, with ferious air,

** His Prince's darling, and his country's care.

" See his religion, which fo late before

" Was like a jumbled mafs of drofs and ore,

" Refined by him, and burniftiM o'er with art,

** Awakes the fpirit, and attra(Ss the heart."

After his deceafe. Dr. Kippis informs us^ his widow

received many letters of condolence, not only from

friends of his own religious perfuaCon, but from

other perfons of rank and chara61er. Seven chil-

dren furvived him, all of whom were alive in

O£lober 1740, fifty years after their father's death.

His defendants at that time amounted to between

fixty and fcventy.f

His works, admired for the flrength and power

of reafoning which they difplay, and for the perfpi-

cuity and accuracy of language in which they arc

written, were collected together, and publiflied in

London in 1692. Befidcs the trafts already men-

tioned, the mofl diftinguittied of his publications

* Goadby*9 Britiffi Biography, vol. vii. p. 143.

t Biographia Britannica, fol.i. p. 6oj.
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were, " The Anarchy of the Ranters/' (a feft of

that day) " and other Libertines;" " The Hierarchy

" of the Romanifts and other pretended churches
•* equally refufed and refuted, in a two-fold apology
*' for the church and people of God, called in de-

" rifion Quakers, Sec." This is pronounced to be
** a learned and excellent treaiife, containing as much
*' found reafoning as any book of its fize in ours,

" or perhaps in any modern language.'* Another
treatife, in which many weighty points are difculTcd

with, great judgment and moderation, and which

exhibits a noble defcription of chriftian beneficence,

penned by him in the prifon of Aberdeen, w^as

entitled, " Univerfal Love confidered, and edabliflied

*' upon its right foundation, &c." But the mod
celebrated of his works was his " Apology" for the

Quakers, publiftied in Latin at Amfterdam in 16.76,

in 4to. Two copies of it were immediately fent to

each of the public minillers then at the Congrefs of

Nimeguen, who received it with all imaginable

favour and refpecl. In 1678, the author publifhed

an Englifti tranllation of it, and it was quickly

tranllated into High Dutch, Low Dutch, French,

and Spanifh. It has been univerfally allowed to

furpafs every thing of its kind, and to fet the prin-

ciples of the Society, in whofe defence it was written,

in the fairefl light poffible. The numerous anfwers

to it at home and abroad only contributed to make it

more read and more cdeemed. It has given to the

name of the author a diftufive and permanent cele-

brity and reputation. A very elegact edition of it
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came from the prefs of Mr. Ballcerville.* It reflecl;s

no honour on the candour and impartiality of the

German ecclefiaftical hiflorian Mofheim, that he

endeavours to depreciate this elaborate work

;

afcribes to the author a duplicity foreign to his real

character,; and infmuates that he has given a fallacious

account of the principles of the Quakers ; whereas

it has been obferved by another biographer, '* that

*' the mod bitter of his antagonifts have conflantly

^' owned that the author of the ' Apology' was a

%f[ man of great candour and charity; one who loved

f' truth fmcerely ; and did not make v'fe of his great

*' learning and abilities in order to impofe, by the

*' (Irength of them, his own opinions on weaker

" minds." A writer of the French Encyclopedic,

under the word Quaker, has declared, '^ I am not

*' afhamed to own that I have read Robert Bar-

** clay's Apology for Quakerifm over and over

" again with fmgular fatisfa6lion ; and am con-

*' vinced that, taken altogether, it is the mod rea-

*' fonable and moft perfe£l fyftem which has ever

*' been conceived."§

This work Is addreffed to King Charles 11. in a

dedication, as important, curious, and extraordinary

as any part of it. Among many (triking paflages

the following has been fele£led as a fpecimen of the

manly freedom, of theftrong yet decent drain oFit.

*' There is no king in the world who can fo experi-

* For a lift of the Anfwers to the Apology, fee Biogr. Britan,

yol. i. p. 596, note f.

§ Biogr. Brit. vol. i. p. 597, note f. ; and Gough, yol. ii. p. ^05

.
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" mentally teftify of God's providence and good-

*' nefs ; neither is there any who rules (o many hec

*• people, fo many true chriftians; which thing ren«

** ders thy government more honourable, thyfelf

*' more confiderable, than the acceffion of many
•' natious filled with flavifli and fuperftitious fouls.

*' Thou haft tafted of profperity and adverfity ; thou

*' knowcfl: what it is to be banifhed from thy native

*' country ; to be over-ruled, as well as to rule and
*

' fit upon the throne ; and being oppreffed, thou

" haft reafon to know how hateful the oppreffor is

** both to God and man. If, after all thofe warn-

'* ings and advertifements, thou doft not return unto

'* the Lord with all thy heart, but forget Him who
" remembered thee in thy diftrefs, and give upthy-

*' felf to follow luft and vanity, furely great will be

" thy condemnation.''

About the time of Mr. Barclay's birth, Mr. Geo*

Fox, who is regarded as the author and founder of the

k6t called Quakers, began to preach. He was born

atDraytoninLancafliire, 1624. About theyear 1648,

he commenced public teacher in Manchefter, and its

neighbouring towns. From this fpot he extended

his journies and labours through the counties of

Derby, Leicefter, and Northampton ; infifting on

his leading principle, " that every man was enlight-

^' ened by the divine light of Chrift ;'* inveighing

againft injuftice, drunkennefs, and other prevalent

vices ; and under an apprehenfion that he had received

a divine command, affuming a particular ftyle of

addrcffing perfons, and refraining from the ufual
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modes of expreffing civility and refpeft to others.*

He expofed himfelf, both by his preaching and fm-

gularities of praflice, to reproach and infult 5 was

repeatedly cafl: into prifon in various towns ; and

at times fcarcely efcaped with his hfe from the mad-

nefs of an infuriated mob. The trial of confinement

was often aggravated by peculiar circumftances of

rigour and hardfhip; by the menaces of jailors ; by

rudenefs and incivility ; by the excluiion of friends

who were not permitted to vific him ; by the intrufion

of enemies, who were allowed to force their com-

pany on him, to gaze at him, and difpute with him
;

by the peculiar incommodioufnefs of his apartments,

and by the nuifances attached to them. Previoully to

the period at which we now take up his hiftory, Mr.

Fox, in company with other members of his religious

community, took {hipping from England in 16715 to

^iiit the Weft-Indies and other parts of the Britidi

dominions in America. After a pafTage of nearly two

months they landed at Barbadoes. Here, before

and after fome of his friends had left him and pro-

ceeded to the illands of Antigua and Nevis, he held

many large and fatisfa£lory meetings both for wor-

lliip and difcipline, free from any interruption from

the governor, who had received him on his vifit

with remarkable kindnefs. From Barbadoes he

pafTed over to Jamaica, in company with fome ad-

herents to his principles. The governor, magif-

trates, and people in general, afforded them a kin4

reception. Their meetings were quiet and numerous.

* Our edition of Neal, vol. iv. p. 31, and notes^ p.. 34—5t

apd notes p. 36, 275, 502, 503, 509, 643*
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Many, and amongfl: them fome perfons of the higher

clafs, were brought over to their profellion. Wc
next find him and Ibme of his coadjutors in Mary-
land, after a tedious and difficult pafTage, owing to

contrary and tcmpefluous winds, through the Gulf
of Florida. But thefe pious worthies, zealous of

the caufe of, as it appeared to their minds, evangelical

truth, v/ere not difcouraged or diverted from their

active exertions by perils by land or perils by fea.

Soon after their difembarking, they joined a general

meeting of friends held for four days at Weft
River, and after this another at Cliffs. Thefe two

general meetings being over, the friends from

Europe parted company. Mr. Fox, and they who
joined him, failed by boat to the eaflern fliore, where

they held meetings ; at which, befides many per-

fons of quality of the country, one of the Indian

kings and forae other Indians attended, who owned

the truth or his dofirine, and dellred that it might

be flated to their people. They then took their

journey to New England, an enterprise of great

difficulty and peril. In their journey they fpent fome

httle time in Longlfland, and attended a half-yearly

meeting of friends, for four days, at O} Iter- Bay.

After fome (lay ^n Long Ifland, they proceeded by

fhip to Rhode llland, to attend the general meeting

to be convened there for the province of New
England, w icn coiuioued by adjournments fix days.

His next itac^e was at Shrewtbury in Ealt-Jerfey.

From chib place, w-rh the affi'tance of Indian guides,

they puriued their journey throui^h the woods to
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Maryland. After contending with numerous diffi-

culties, they reached Newcaftlc in five days, where

Mr. Fox was hofpitably entertained by the gover-

nor, and held a large meeting at his houfe ; which

afforded great fatisfaf^ion to the people, who in

tendernefs confeffed the truth of the doctrines pub-

lilhed amongfl: them. In three days of very feverc

travelling, they reached the houfe of a friend at

Myles River in Maryland ; where they held feveral

meetings, both amongfl the inhabitants, and amongft

the Indians, to whom Mr, Fox fpoke by an inter-

preter, who were very ferioufly attentive to his

do£trine, and fliewed a very affe6lionate refpe£l

to hirafelf. They next vifited Virginia and Carolina.

Their labours were not confined to the precin<^s of

the Englifh government, but they included in their

tours, ftimulated by the fentiment of univerfal love,

the Indians in the back fettlements, whom they ad-

dreffed by an interpreter ; and who well received

their labours, profeffing that '* they underftood

" what was fpoken, and that it was very good."

In 1673, he embarked at Potuxant for Briftol. It

is a proof of the philanthropy and equity of Mr,

Fox's fpirit and principles, that he exhorted the

members of the fociety to exercife peculiar kindnefs

towards their negro Haves, to in{iru£l them in chriilia-*

nity, and to inftill into them the fear of their Creator ;

to fee that their overfeers treated them with huma-^

nity and gentlenefs ; and after certain years of fcrvi-

tude to fet them free. This generous advice, which

was approved and obferved by the members of the
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fociety of friends, gave offence to the other Inhabit-

ants at Barbadces, and excited a general alarm,*

Alike honourable to Mr. Fox is the epiftle, which

in the year 1682, full of anxious concern for the

condufl of his friends in every quarter of the world,

he wrote to thofe in Pennfylvania and the adjacent

provinces, in an elevated llraia of morality, exhort-

ing them to juftice and liberality in all commercial

tranfadions. He advifed them not to let avarice

tempt them to take advantage of the circumftances

or neceffity of others, or to enhance their gain ia

exorbitant profits, but to fell on moderate terms.

On the other hand, when the prices were too low to

give a profit equal to the neceifary occafions of the

proprietors, to purchafe at an advanced rate, having

an eye more to the public good than to private in-

tereft. To beware of fetting their hearts on richesj^

if their trade incrcafed through a reputation for

juflice and fair dealing, left they fliould lofe the

image of God, in which the dominion over the

creature is retained. Not to extend trade beyond

their capitals and their ability to manage it: to cir-

cumfcribe themfelves within fuch limits as would

enable them to be pun<5lual to their engagements,

and regular in their payments. Not to let out their

defires after extenfive pofTeifions and greatnefs in the

world, left they ftiould be abforbed in the incum-

brances thereof, like the rich fool in the parable,

whofe barns were too little : earneftly enjoining

the praflice of righteoufnefs, fidelity, and mercy, on

* Gough, vol. iii. p. 49.
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thofe who were niagiflrates, or advanced to public

trufls, by the exhortations of fcripture.*

After his return to England Mr. Fox was cafl:

into Worcefler gaol, on the ridiculous charge of

having " held a meeting from all parts of the nation

*' for terrifying the king's fubje£ls." During his

jmprifonment he was attacked with an alarming

ficknefs, and his recovery was very doubtful. His

wife, (who was the widow of Judge Fell,) to whom
he was married in 1669, went to London to petition

the king for his release ; which he was willing to

grant in the mode of a pardon : this, as it feemed

to imply, if not an acknowledgment, yet confcioufnefs

of guilt, Mr. Fox declined to accept, and chofe

lather to await the decifion of a court ofjuflice. By

his trial, after a fevere confinemeni: of two years, he

was honourably acquitted. He then went to Hol-

land. On his coming home, a fuit was inftitutcd

againd him for refufuig to pay tithes. His oppo-

nents were fuccefsful, and he was obliged to fubmit

to the confequences-l In 1684 he again vifited the

continent ; and on his return, finding his health

and fpirits were much impaired by inceflant fiitigues

and long imprifonments, he defined from travelling^

andfpent his latter years in London and its vicinity,

as affording him an opportunity of rendering the

moil cffential fervices to his friends, efpecially to

fuch as were under perfecution. He continued his

public duties as a minider till within a few days of

* Gough, vol.iii. p. I47» i4".

% Rees' Cyclopedia, 4to. article, George Fox?
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his death, which happened, after a (hort illnefs, oa

the 13th of January 1690, when he was in the

67th }ear of his age. Mr. William Penu, who
was with him, reports, that he was fo calm in his

fpiriis to the lafl:, as if death were hardly worth

notice, recommending to thofe about him the dif-

perfion of " an epifllc he had lately written, and,

*' above all, the care of friends, efpecially thofe ia

*' Ireland and America;" twice over repeating, "mind
** poor friends in Ireland and America." To fome

who vifited him, and enquired how he felt, he an*

fwered, " Never heed; the Lord's prefence is over

*' all weaknefs and death ; the feed reigns ; bleffed

" be the Lord." He was tall and corpulent ; very

temperate, eating little and ileeping kfs ; a man of

good natural talents, and very converfant in the

fcriptures ; though his expreffions might found un-

couth and unfafiiionable to nice ears, his matter

was inftruftive, weighty, and profound ; and he ex-

celled in prayer. The reverence and folemnity of

his addrefs and behaviour, and the fervency and full-

nefsof his words, often (Iruck Grangers wiih admi-

ration. " To man he was an original, being no
'' man's copy." High commendation is beftowed

on his meeknefs, humility, and moderation. His

fufFerings bore teftimony to his fortitude, patience,

and refignation : his piety, fmcerity, and purity of

intention, were evinced by his inceffant zeal through

life. His funeral was attended by a great concourfc

of friends, and others of various parties. His
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works were colle£i:ed in three volumes folio

;

confiding of his journal, epiftles, and doflrlna-l

treatifcs.f

f Encyclopgedia, iit ante; Gough, vol. iii. p. 48* 5», 56, 8j,

85, 89, 90,91,92, loi, 102^,103, 350, 2SA*
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CHAPTER IV.

New Charitable Institutions.

THE mind turns with pleafurc from a furvey of

the collifion of fentiments among various fe^s,

and of the interefls of peculiar parties, to the review

of meafures that unite men in the purfuit of one

good dcfign ; or raife in their breads an emulation in

promoting knowledge and virtue, and advancing the

improvement of mankind. If the period through

which we have carried our hiflorical refearch was

marked by contefts and diflentions, by fufFeringj

nobly fupported, by virtuous druggies in the caufe of

liberty, and by mutual bickerings and jealoufies, it

was diftinguiflied by the commencement of feveral

benevolent inftitutions, and by the execution of plan*

of extenlive ufefulnefs.

When zealous proteilants, alarmed by the fpirit

and meafures of the government in the reign of

James II. were diftrefled with apprehenlions of the

rapid fpread of Popery, many in and about the me-

tropolis held meetings for inftruftion and devotion.

Such affociations had hitherto been maintained only

by the puritans and diflentcrs. The members of
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the eflabllflicd church now entered Into them with

ferioufnefs and ardour ; and applied to their minifters.

Dr. afterwards Bifhop Beveridge, and Dr. Horneck,

preacher at the Savoy, to afford them direction and

fuperintendance, and to fupply them with forms of

prayer* Befidcs the rules for the management of

their meetings, it was particularly recommended to

the members of thefe focieties, *' to love one another:

*' when reviled, not to revile again : to fpeak evil

« of no man : to wrong no man : to pray, if pof-

<' fible, feven times a day : to keep clofe to the

«' church of England : to tranfadl all things peace-

«« ably and gently : to be helpful to each other

:

« to ufe themfelves to holy thoughts on coming in

" and going out : to examine themfelves every

<« nioht : to give every one his due : to obey fu-

<« periors, both fpiritual and temporal."* They were

reftrained by the rules of their alTociation from dif-

courfmg at their meetings on any controverted

point of divinity, or on the government of church

or (late ; and prohibited from the ufe ofany pra5^ers,

but thofe of the church, fuch as the litany and col-

lects, and others prefcribed to them, and particu-

larly from the ufe of fuch, as the abfolution, which

were appropriate to the ufe of miniflers. In the

choice of books of pradtical divinity, which they

read to one another, they were to follow the direc-

tion of the prefiding minifter.* Thefe focieties

confided chiefly of young men. After the Revolu-

tion they became more numerous ; and fo improved

* Dr. Horneck's Life, p. 14—16^
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their finances by collections, that they were enabled

to remunerate the attendance of many clergymen to

read prayers : thefe aids to devotion were in a fhort

time afforded at (o many different hours, and ex-

tended to fo many places, as to include every hour

of the day. On every Lord's day there were con-

ftant facraments in many churches. Greater num-

bers attended at prayers and facraments, and

greater appearances of devotion were difFufed

through the city, than had been obferved in the

memory of man.*

They foon began to carry their views beyond

their own religious improvement to the (late of

morals around them : and ihey entered into an

agreement to watch the public manners, and to

inform the magiftrates of fwearers, drunkards, and

profaners of the Lord's day, and disorderly houfes.

In the year 1692 arofe out of thefe communities the

inftitution of '* Societies for the Reformation of

" Manners." From fome magiftrates they met with

fupport and encouragement ; by others they were

treated roughly. The difTencers from the firft en-

tered into their virtuous views, and afforded them

ready aMance. A part of the fines given by law

to informers was thrown into a ftock, which formed

a charitable fund. They perfifted in their well meant

exertions, and extended their efforts to fupprefs

vice and profanenefs ; and were fan6lioned by the

folemn and public approbation of the lords tem-

poral and fpiritual, and of the judges on their clr-

* Burnet's Hiftory, vol. v. p. 9o>9'«

E E
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cults ; and their meafurcs were occaGonally rccom-'

mended by the bilhops in circular letters. In

confequcnce of the rcprefentation of one of the

fecretaries of (late, his Majcfty William III. was in-

duced to promife the focieties his protection and

countenance j and at the folicitation of the Houfc

of Commons, in an addrefs prefented to him in 1699,

he publiflied a proclamation againfl: profanenefs and

immorality, gave a royal fanftion to the objefts pro-

pofed by thefe focieties, and invigorated their zcat

and ardour in the profecution of them. The mi-

niftcrs of religion were engaged to exhibit the im-

portance and utility of their defign, and to animate

them in their endeavours to accoraplifli it, by fermons,

addreffed on dated feafons in the pulpit of Bow
church to the members of the eflablifliment, and in

that of Saltcrs' hall to the diffenters.* Miniflera

of the different denominations of the diffenters took

their turns to plead the caufe of vh-tuc and a refor-

mation of manners, and continued thefe fervices in

fucceffion for at lead nearly fifty years.

Similar focieties were foon afterwards formed in

Ireland and Scotland ; and in about twelve years

thirteen focieties inftituted for the fame object

exifted in Edinburgh only, befides thofe which

had been eftabliflied in other parts of the king-

dom under the aufpices of the nobility, and of

the commifTioners of the general affembly of the

church of Scotland. Other chriftian ftatcs in a

* Burnet, p. 91 ; Calamy, vol. i. p. 551 ; and .in Account of the

Progrefs of Reformation of Manners, 1705, 4to. p. a.
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public manner applauded and recommended the

inftitution. The plan and fuccefs of the undertaking,

by the tranflation of the " Account of the Societies'*

into the Latin, French, and Dutch languages, were

communicated to other nations, excited great atten-

tion, and gave birth to fimilar aflbciations. This

account was printed and difperfed, and the defign of

it promoted, at Neufchatel, by the exertions of

the learned and excellent Oftervald. It was trans-

lated, printed, and much enquired after at Zurich ;

numerous copies of it were bought up and circulated

in other proteftant cantons; and the fynods and con-

fiftories recommended the plan and meafurcs of the

Englifti focieties to be adopted in thofe diftrias.

' The principal perfons in church and (late united to

blefs God for the fuccefs with which the zeal o£

• thefe religious communities had been crowned*

They were had in veneration ; and remembered and

prayed for in all the pulpits. All the Helvetic and

Rhetic churches were excited by this ardour to

direa their efforts to the puniftiment of vice, and

'

to promote the fpread of chriftian knowledge and

piety. The narrative of their proceedings was

tranflated into the Danifti and SwediOi languages,

with the view of introducing fimilar inftitutions into

ibofe kingdoms ; verfions of it in the German

language were given and publiihcd with great effeft

by Monfieur Scherer, and Dr. Frank, of the city

of Halle. The fpirit it awakened produced good

cffeas in Flanders, Holland, and Beriin.

JS £ a
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The influence of the inflitutlon was not confined

to Europe. Its operations became known, and were

felt, in the Weft-Indies and North-America. In

November 1700, a fociety for the reformation of

manners, confiding of the clergy and many gentlemen

of the country, was formed in the ifland of Jamaica.

An impreflion of the " Account of the Societies'*

was printed off and difperfed through North Ame-

rica 5 and in 1 702, and afterwards, feveral focieties

for the fuppreflion of vice and profanenefs were

formed in Bofton.

The fame of the Englifli focieties united in the

profecution of this laudable object, it appears by

thefe inftances, was fpread into many lands : and

'^ their example was followed in foreign parts,''

whence they often received letters, written by men
*' of the higheft chara£ler, extolling the public fpirit

" of the nation, and praying for the Almighty's
'* bleiTing on it." " Within a few years," faid Dr.

afterwards Bifhop, White Kennet, in the anniverfary

fcrmon, Dec. 11, 1701, "by the working

of this public fpirit, a multitude of fmners have

'' been reproved, and to appearance at lead have

" been reformed. By a moderate calculation, no
•' lefs than thirty thoufand perfons have been con-

*' vi6led for profane fvvearing and curfing ; nearly

*' the fame number of lewd and diforderly perfons

" have been brought to a merciful punifhment, and
*' were hereby reclaimed from their vices, or at

" lead relirained from the public fcandal of thcm/^'
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The efforts of the fociety to difcountenance and

fupprefs vice were not confined to the inflidlion of

punifliment. This often could not be done to the

extent to which their virtuous zeal prompted them

to carry it, without dete£ling the haunts of vice

and employing informers ; a meafure at lead

invidious, and calculated to indulge evil paffions in

some, while it animadverted on the overt a£ls of

others. A meafure more judicious, and accompanied

with no miibhief or obloquy, was to difTeminate moral

and religious principles, and to addrefs the reafon

and confciences of men, by the diftribution of books

of a religious nature, containing diiruafives from the

vices of the age. Dr. Kennet, when he advocated

the views of the fociety, obferved that above one

hundred thoufand tra£ts of this tendency had been

given away. The happy effe<n: of thefe different

endeavours was, that immorality and profanenefs

had vifibly decreafed. Among other trafls, which

the fociety difpcrfed through England in vaft num-

bers, was a fmall treatise entitled " The kind Caution

'' to profane Swearers.'' " The Soldier's Monitor"

was another tra<fl, many thoufands of which they

didributed ; and by the order of Queen Anne, it

was given to her foldiers in Ireland, Flanders, and

Portugal, The King of Pruffia, on reading it, ufed

it as a " vade raecum," declaring that he had

weighed it with great confideration ; and com-

manded an impreffxon of it to be diirributed through

his whole army at his own expence. It was tranf-

lated into the Mufcovite language ^ and application
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was made to the Queen of Portugal, as well as to

the Czarifli Emperor, to diftribute it through their

refpe6live armies. The example of the fociety in

London was followed by thofe in New England.

They circulated through every town of the province

treatises to enforce the obfervance of the Lord's

day, and a fheet of " Confiderations" to reclaim

thofe who negle£led public worfhip. They com-

piled and difperfed an ** Abftra£l of Laws** againft

all punifhable wickednefs. They endeavoured alfo

to introduce a fenfe of religion among the failors,

and to bring them under better regulations than

had been generally obferved. A fociety for the

fuppreflion of diforderly conduft at Bofton printed

and fent through the colonies a fheet, dating the

methods and motives for fuch affociations. The

confequence was, that they were eftablifhed with

much fuccefs and falutary efFeft in many towns ;

and letters were received from various quarters,

reporting with gratitude and rapture the advantages

of which they had been produ6live« While the

defign of thefe focieties was accompanied with

fignal efficacy, it was carried on with great modefty,

difcretion, and filence. It may be feared, that the

meafures of the fociety in London, at lead: as far as

relates to the apprehenfion of delinquents, were not

uniformly conducted with equal care and temper ;

for the hiflory of the inllitution furnifhes two

inftances, in which the lives of the conflables were

facrificed in the execution of their office. In May

I'joc^y at May-Fair, the civil officers, under the di-
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re(5lIon of the juftices of the county, endeavouring

to prevent the immoralities of the fcafon, were
aflaulted by a company of foldiers, to the number
of above thirty, with fwords in their hands, and

execrations and oaths upon their lips. Some were

wounded; and one conftable, Mr. John Cooper, was
killed. The perfon by whofe hands he lost his

life, one Thomas Cook, a common fencer, was

convi£ted of the murder, and executed for it ; and

William Wallis, a ferjcant of the guards, was con-

demned as concerned in it. In March 1708—9, Mr.
Dent, who, in the courfc of fcventeen years, had

aided the apprehending and profecuting of fcveral

thousands of drunkards, fwearers, and profligate

chara^ers, fell a victim to his zeal in the fervice of

the focieiy by the hands of three private foldiers.

It was an honourable teflimony to the virtues of his

charafter, as well as to the a£livity of his efforts

in the caufe of reformation, and of the ardour of the

fociety in the profecution of their obje£t, that his

funeral was attended with great exprcflions of re-

ipe£i ; between 20 and 30 clergymen preceded the

corpfc ; twelve juftices of the peace held up the

pali, or immediately followed it ; gentlemen of

quality, aldermen, and above a thoufand citizens,

formed the train of mourners ; and a guard of more

than thirty conftables and beadle^ accompanied

ihe proccffion.*

• The Account, p. xo—i4;Dr. Bray's ScrmoB at the funeral

«f Mr, Dent, dedication, and p. as, j6.
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Thefe events ferved as leffons of prudence and
caution to the agents who were engaged to promote
the views of the reformers ; but did not furnifli a

reafon for defifling from the profecutioh of the great

obje(fV, which was the fuppreiTion of vice, and the

encouragement of virtue and good morals. This

was an end beneficial to the community, and ho-

nourable to thofe who were engaged in advancing

it. The principle on which they a(5ted in unifon

was, that public combinations in virtue are necefiary

to balance and counterpoife thofe of vice. But as

the mod excellent defigns under the management of

men are liable to cenfure and abufe, from the

influence of the errors, prejudices, and pafnons,

which blend with or obftru^l" their execution ; it

was to be expelled, that this alTociation in the fup-

port of virtue would incur cenfure, and meet with

oppofition, efpecially from thofe againft whofe

purfuits and pra«flices it militated. Refentment and

revenge were in fome inftances, inftead of refor-

mation, produced in the minds of thofe whofe vices

were deie£led, reftrained, and puniflied. And
though it was not only recommended but- infifted

on by the members of thofe focietles, that the infor-

mers (hould never receive that part of the penalty

which the law allowed them ; though the pradlices

of fuch unprincipled perfons as extorted money

from delinquents were deteiled, flri£Hy enquired

after, and when difcovered, puniilied ; yet it was

fometimes infmuated againfi: the inflitution, and even

charged on thofe who condu<^ed it, that not refor-
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niation,but procuring money from the offenders, was

intended. Notwithftandinp, however, the impedi-

ments and obO:ru(3ions thrown in the way or the

proceedings of the reformers by the refra^lory,

and the odium caft on them by the refentful, thefc

afTociations were in many inflances efficient and
fuccefsful, and acftually produced much good.

Many houfes, the haunts of vice, were fliut up. The
ftreets were very much cleared of the loofe and de-

bauched. Many young men were brought to fhame,

and (lopped in the career of vice and ruin. Many
who were at firfl exafperated by the check which

they received, were led to a fenfe of their {in and

danger, recovered to a virtuous courfe, and became

thankful for the means of their reformation. The
total number of profecutions in or near London
only, for debauchery and profanenefs, in the fpace

of forty-two years was calculated at 100,650.*

Thefe profecutions could not fail, by an immediate

efficacy, to reftrain vice; and befides the confc-

quences which would be felt by the delinquents,

would prove a warning to others, awaken in men a

regard to their intereft and good name, and excite a

deteflation of profanenefs and vice.

Another inftitution arofe among the members of

the national church at this period, whirh went not

to correal and punifti the exifting vices of the times,

but to prevenc iniquity by implanting the principles

of religion and virtue in the minds of men, efpecially

* BIfhop Maddox's Sermon to the Societies for Reformation of

Manners, 17th Jan. 1736, p. 25—32.
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in thofe of childhood and youth. This was the Society

forpromoting ChrijiianKnowledge ; to which the latter

end of the year 1698 gave birth, " It breathed,"

it' has been well obferved, '* the true fpirit of

** chriflianity, and followed at a humble diftancethe

** example of its divine author, by dilfufing the light

** of the gofpel more efpccially among the poor.^f

- The means it adopted to fecure its benevolent and

rational ends were worthy of enlightened and liberal

minds. Thefe were the ercdlion of charity fchools,

and the diftribution of books. It originated with

a few gentlemen, who entered into the defign with

an unanimity and zeal that fecured its fuccefs. The

fociety confided partly offubfcribing^ and partly of

correfponding members. The former at its firft

cftablifhrnent lived in or near London, and were

hence, till 1727, called refiding members, who held

regular meetings for the tranfadlion of bufinefs : the

latter were perfons in Great-Britain, Ireland, and

other proteflant countries, who were chofen, on

recommendation, to correfpond with the reftdlng

members; totranfmit to them an account of the ftatc

of religion in their neighbourhood ; to fugged hints

on the mod promifing methods to be purfued to

anfwer its views, to remit occafional benefa£iions,

and to receive from it for diflribuiion bibles,

teftaments, and religious trails,

' Under the aufpices of this fociety, and other

generous friends to religion and to the rifing gene-

ration, charity fchools were eredlcd, not in the

t Porteus's Work?, vol. \\\. p. 3Q1.
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metropolis only, but in all parts of the kingdom
;

in which children, taken from the mod indigent

and helplefs clafles of fociety, were initiated into

fuch learning as would qualify them forfome ordinary

employment ; taught the principles of religion and
found morals; and clothed, and placed out in life.

The leafl: fuccefs in the profecution of fuch ufefu!

meafures is a great and ufeful efFe£l. The inflitution

has, with incrcafmg influence, preferved its energy

for more than a century. The area under the

dome of St. Paul's Cathedral, in the year 1782,

exhibited the wonderfully pleafing and aflfe^ing

fpe£tacle of nearly five thoufand children, colle£led

together from the charity fchools in and about

London and Weflminfter, and ranged in a kind of

amphitheatre, as witneffes to the exertions of the

fociety. The number of children then prefent was

reckoned to bear a fmall proportion to the whole

number in the fchools of Great-Britain and Ireland
;

which, it was calculated, exceeded forty thoufand.

It was another principal obje<^ of this fociety to

provide and to difperfe, at a very confiderabic

expence, among the lower people of all ages and

occupations, a very large number of bibles, com-

mon-prayer books, and fmall trails on a variety of

religious fubje(^s. The number which had been

diftributed by it, from its firfl: inftitution thirty

years fmce, was fo immenfely great as almofl t6

exceed belief. Within fifty years preceding this

date, it had amounted to no lefs than 2,834,371.
*' Inconfiderable and trivial," it has been wel.l
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obferved, " as the little treatifcs dlfperfed by the

*< fociety may feem
; yet it is by the repeated

*' efforts of fuch fmall inftruments as thefe, that the

" greatefl: elfe£ls are often produced. Their num-
*' bers, their plainnefs, and their cheapnefs, will give

*' them an elBcacy and extent of circulation, which
*' much more voluminous and more laboured com-

" pofitions may not be able to acquire
;

jufl: as we
*^ fee that the loweft, and humbled:, and mod nu-

*^ merous bodies of men, not the opulent and

*' fplendid few, are thofe that conftitute the real

** ftrength and wealth of the community.*' The

wifdom and utility of this method of addrefEng the

mafs of mankind have been difcerned and confefTed

by thofe who are not friends to revelation. Voltaire

wrote innumerable little pieces againft revelation

;

he prided himfelf greatly in having difcovered this

method, as he dated it, of enlightening the world
;

M. d'Alcmbert and others applauded his condu6l

in this refpe£l.* Count Struenfee, in one of the

converfations which he had with the divine who

attended him before his execution, cxpreffed an

earned wifli that the rational friends of chridianity

would learn this method, by which Voltaire had

done much mifchief, and apply it to better purpofes,

by writing fmall pamphlets to acquaint people with

the advantages of chridianity, which might be of

greater efficacy than preaching.f

* Poneus's Works, vol. iii- p. 307, note ; 309, note, and 310.

+ Wendeborne's Narrative of the Converllon &c« of Count

Struenfee, p. 150.
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The fociety of which we arc fpeaking had been

anticipated by the diflenters in one meafure, by

which ihey generoufly purfued the end of their aiTo-

ciation, viz. that of opening charity fchools. In

1687, in the reign of King James 11. Mr, Poukon,

a jefuit, gave public notice that he would inftrucl

the children of the poor gratis ; and on this plan

opened a fchool in Gravel-lane, Southwark, one

of the poorefl neighbourhoods in the city, where a

great proportion of the inhabitants were watermen

and fifliermen of the lowed clafs. The propofal was

deemed infidious, as it was alfo popular ; and this

perfon, under the appearance of compallion and

liberality to the poor, was confidered as artfully

adopting a fcheme to difTeminate the principles of

popery, and to make converts to it from the rifmg

generation. Three refpe£lable gentlemen, members

of the congregation of the proteftant diflenters,

under the miniftry of Mr. Nathaniel Vincent, Mr,

Arthur Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warburton, and Mr.

Ferdinando Holland, alarmed at the obvious defign,

and animated by zeal for proteftanrifm, exerted

themfelves to countera6l the operation of the jefuit's

meafure, by the foundation of a fchool for the in-

ftruflion of the poor in reading, writing, arithmetic,

and the principles of the proteftant religion, to be

fupporced by voluntary fubfcriptions, donations,

and legacies, and by two annual collections.

This was the firft fchool opened by proiedant

diflenters; and it refle^ls lading honour on its

founders, that it was fet up on truly liberal principles;
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namely, that " objeOs (hould be received into it

" without diflindlion of parties, the general good
" being intended.'' The number of fcholars at firft

was forty ; it afterwards was increafed to fifty, and

in 1794 it amounted to an hundred and eighty.

One of the annual fermons was preached for fome

years at the fchool on a new-year's day ; but from

January 1, 1741,* it was delivered from the pulpit

in St. Thomas's, Southwark ; and for more than a

hundred years was regularly printed and publiflied.

The other was preached in the city.

It does credit to the proteftant difTcnters of the

day, that when the Society for promoting Chriftian

Knowledge opened charity fchools for the inftruftion

of poor children, many of them concurred with

the members of that affociation in their benevolent

meafure, and gave their names as fubfcribers to the

feminaries, formed on the principles of the efta-

blilhed church; till thefe feminaries became nurferies

of disaffedlion to the government, and ftrong pre-

judices againfl the difTenters were inftilled into the

indifcriminating minds of the children. After the

accefTion of George the Firfl: to the fhrone, the

proteftant fuccefTion remained doubtful, and no mea-

fure was left untried to defeat it. They who were

governed by thefe views, endeavoured to get the

management of the charity fchools into their own

hands J
and to convert the education of children, on

public funds, into an inftrument of averfion and

* Dr. Allen^s Sermon for the Charity School, in Qravd-lanei^

Southwark, Jan. i;i74i. p. 30.
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disaffc^liont o the proteftant fcttlement. * This con*

duft was fo notorious, and furnifticd fo juft and

weighty aground of complaint in thofe times againfl

ihefe inftitutions ; that Dr. Wake, the archbiftiop

of Canterbury, addrcffed a letter, in 1 7 1 6, to the

truftees of the fchools in and about London, car-

neftly exhorting them "vigoroufly to animadvert upon
*^ all, whether children or teachers, who themfelves

" appeared, or fufFered others to appear, at any time

" in public to affront the government, and to bear

*' a part in the tumults and riots, which were then

" a fcandal as well as prejudice to the good order

" and peace of the realm/* In this letter his Grace

alfo directed, that any catechifms or inflitutes taught

in any of the fchools, that meddled with political or

party principles, fhould be immediately thrown afide,

as pernicious to the original defign of thofe pious

nurfcries. This prelate was fo apprehenfive of the

confequences of this abufe of a charitable inflitution

into a fubferviency to party and political defigns, that

he fome time after recommended it to the truftees

to require all the mafters and miftreffes under their

direftion not only to take the oaths to the govern-

ment before their admiflion, but at the time of their

admiffion to fubfcribe to fome fuch folemn promifc

or declaration as this,—" that they do heartily ac-

*' knowledge his Majefty King George to be the only

^' lawful and rightful king of thefe realms ; and will

'^ Dr. Gibfon, the Bifhop of London's Dire^Ions for the

Charity Schools, quoted by Dr, Watts, m " Aa Eflky towards the

Eocouragenjent of Charity Schools, p. 4j,
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" to the utmofl of their power educate the children

*' committed to their charge in a true fenfe of their

« duty to him as fuch : That they will not, by any

*' words or anions, do any thing whereby to lefTen

*' their efteem of, or their obedience to, theprefent

« government : That upon all public days, when

" their children may be likely to appear among any

*« diforderly perfons. they will do their bed to keep

*' them in; and ftverely punifli them, if they (hould

*' hear of their running into any tumults or public

" meetings, contrary to the good order of fuch

** fchools and fcholars." His Grace's advice was

adopted, and flrengthened by the like exhortations

of other prelates in their fermons at the anniverfary

meetings of the charity fchools ; and the foclety

employed all thenr influence to fecure a general con-

formity to the fentiments and injunctions of the

bifhops in this matter, as of the lad importance to

the welfare of their fchools.*

Thefe fafcs are proofs of the dlfaffeflion towards

the exilVmg government, which in a great degree,

characterized the tim.es, and fliewed itfelf in the

eftablilhed church ; and they afford an aifeCling,

example, that inllirutions formed at firfc on principles

of philanthropy, and the defign of which is to ad-

vance knowledge and virtue, may be and have been

perverted from their original end, and proftituted

to party politics. When Bifliop Gibfon publifned

- his dircaions fome years after, he thought there

* Dr. Tucker, dean of Glocefter's Sermon at ChrifL-Churchj

7th May, 1766, pv 66 j 67, of the Appendix.



C. IV. PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 433

was great reafon to believe that much of that leaven

was worked out ; and was willing to hope that iince

things were better, true and loyal fubjefts would

begin to think more favourably of thofe femi-

naries.* But in the year 1728, this leaven ftill

continued to work. The divine right of epifcopacy,

and the invalidity of all ordinances adminiftered by

perfons not ordained by regular fuccefTors of the

Apoftles, were taught in thofe fchools, and inftilled

into the minds of children of fix and feven years of

age ; and yet the contributions of diifenters were

folicited to the fupport of thcfe feminaries. Though
the zeal of the managers might in fuch applications

be confpicuouSj the propriety and modefly of their

fuit may be queftioned.f In fa6l difpleafure was

naturally felt, when it appeared that the fubfcriptions

of diifenters were employed to fupport fchools in

which principles of difloyalty were taught ; a bigoted

zeal for the word church inftilled into young and

paffive minds; andafpirit ofenmity and perfecution

againft all whom they were inftru£i:ed to call pre/-

hyterians^ was cherilhed in the hearts of children

who were in part receiving their bread and clothing

from the hands of thofe whom they were trained up

to hate. The diifenters expreifed their difappro-

bation of the illiberahty of this condudl; withdrew

their charity which was fo abufed; and from refpe^l

to their own principles, and a regard to their perfonal

fecurity, were ftimulated to inftitute fchools on a

* Watts's Eflay, p. 45.

f Dr. Chandler^s Sermon, at Gravel-lane, Southwark, ift Jan. 117,%-

F F
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more chrldian and generous plan ; In which, on the

one hand, the children were taught nothing of the

divine right of prefbytery, and on the other, no

fufpicions of the fcriptural authority of diocefan

epifcopacy were infinuated. In their ferainarics the

children were not prejudiced againfl: any party of

chriftians, nor were they bred up bigots to their

own fe£l ; and the catechetical fydem of religious

principles, into which they were initiated contained

no articles but fuch as the eflablifhed clergy fub-

fcribed, and their belief of which they were bound

by Aci of Parliament to profefs. It will fall within

a future period of this hiflory to fpecify the fchools

formed in fubfequent times.

The next meafure adopted by the Society for

promoting Chriftian Knowledge was formed on a

more liberal fcale, and animated by a difFufive

fpirit of philanthropy. It extended its views and

Its aids to neighbouring and remote countries;

comm.unicating to them religious knowledge, by

the diftribution of books in their refpeflive lan-

guages, and by the eftablifhment of fchools and

miffions, particularly in various parts of the Eaft-

Indies, for the converfion and inftruftion of the

heathens. Such have been the progrefs and efFe<fts

of their exertions, that a late venerable prelate,

in the year 1782, from a retrofpe£t of their pro-

ceedings, was enabled to give a pleafmg view of the

various refults of their comprehenfive defigns.

The fociety had printed and difperfed over the Ifle

of Man many thoufand copies of the Old and New
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Teftament, of the Common Prayer, and other

religious books in the vulgar language of that ifland*

It had publifhed three feveral editions of the

Bible in the Welfli language, and diflributed

them through every part of Wales, to the amount

of fifty thoufand copies. It had made provifion for

the education of youth and the celebration of divine

worfhip in the Scilly iflands, where there was the

utmoft need of both. It had printed the New
Teftament and Pfalter in Arabic; and had fent a

large number of both-, not to mention fome other

trails, into Paleftine, Syria, Mefopotamia, Arabia,

and Egypt, from its regard to the Greek church,

and even into Perfia and India. And it had difperfed

many religious trails in the Malabar language.*

It is an agreeable tranfition from this general

account of the benevolent operations of this fociety,

ro notice another inftitution, to which the period

pafling under our review gave birth j the immediate

and direfl obje(n: of which was to plant chriftianity in

foreign parts. The way had been prepared for

fuch a noble defign by the occurrences of former

years. The pattern had been furnifhed in America,

and the government at home had given its aid and

fanSlion to it. The puritans, whom imolerance in

religion, and political meafures of a defpotical afpeft,

had driven over the Atlantic Ocean to cultivate the

wildernefs of the weftern continent, no fooner faw

the colony, raifed in the dreary wilds of this new

region, begin to flourilh, but they applied them»

I
* Porteus's Works, vol. iii. p. 306.

F F 2
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felves with zeal and aJfTiduity to effect the converfion

of the Indians, and not without fuccefs. Maybew^

Sheppard^ and Elliot^ the laft of whom in particular

gained the honourable title of the Apojlle of the

Indians^ diftingui(hed themfelves in thefe labours of

facred humanity. The favages were civilized, in-

flru£led, and formed into regular congregations.

The fuccefs of thefe pious -attempts drew the atten-

tion of the people and parliament of England. In

1646, " a Society or Company, for the Propagation

" of the Gofpel in New England, and the parts

<' adjacent in America," was conflituted under the

fanction of an A61 of Parliament ; and by a colleflion

made in all the pariflies in England, there was raifed

a fum fufEcient to purchafe an eflate in land of

between 5 and 600I. per annum. Upon the redo-

ration of Charles II. the corporation became dead

in law ; and Colonel Bcdingfield, a Roman Ca-

tholic, who had fold an eftate of 322I. per annum,

which was invefted in it as truftees, availed himfelf

of the circumftance to re-poffefs himfelf of it, refu-

fmg at the fame time to refund the purchafe money.

The Hon. Robert Boyle employed his interefl: with

Lord Chancellor Clarendon to countera<51: this In-

^uftice. Mr. Baxter, and Henry Afliurft, efq; alfo

joined their influence to obtain a re-eftablifliment of

the fociety under royal patronage ; and by a new

charter, granted by Charles II. in the fourteenth

year of his reign. In the year 1663 it was incorpo-

rated, and the eftate, which had been detained by
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Bedingfield, was reflored by a decree of the Chan-

cellor ; and Mr. Boyle was appointed the firfl

governor of the revived CO' poration.* Thefe (leps

towards the fpread of chridianity v/ere preparatory to

anew inditution, formed under the authority of the

royal charter by King William, in 1701, entitled

** Ihe Society for propagating the Gofpel in Fo-
" reign Parts." " It was," obferves Biftiop Burnet,

*^ a glorious conclufion of a reign that was begun
'' with preferving our religion, thus to create a
*^ corporation for propagating it to the remoter
** parts of the earth, and among infidels.^'f The
defign of extending into diftant countries the blef-

fings of the gofpel received by this inditution

{lability ; the royal patronage awakened activity

and zeal ; the bilhops and clergy gave it their

generous and a6live fupport ; and its funds, were

enlarged and drengthened by liberal fubfcriptions.

The primary and immediate obje<fi: was "the main-
** tenance of a learned and orthodox clergy,'' to

difcharge the clerical fundions in thofe plantation, or

colonies, where either very fcanty or no providon

was made for the public worfliip of God. Another

and early objeft of its attention was to provide, by

catechids and fchoolmaders, for the indru(ftion and

converfion of the negroes in the colonies. And
their plan included, as their revenues increafed, the

civilization and converfion of the Mohawksj and

^ • Mofheim's Eccleliallical Hillory, vol. iv. p. 241; Birch's Life of

Boyie, p. 141 ; and the Appendix No. i . is a copy of the charter.

t Burnet's Hillory, voL v. p. f3.
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Other Indian nations. One of the firft fleps adopted

by the fociety was to fend, at the expenfe of its

funds, fifty-four miflionaries through the flates of

Georgia, North and South Carolina, New Jerfey,

Pennfylvania, New England, and New York ; to

whom were added two catechifts for the inflrudion

of the negroes.
]|

In connection with the exertions of this fociety

to difTeminatc chriflian knowledge abroad may be

properly noticed the provifion made by a private

and generous individual to vindicate and defend ih6

truth of chriflianity through future time at home.

The great chriftian philofopher, the Hon. Mr.

Robert Boyle, who during his life had given 300U

to advance the defign of propagating the chriftian

religion in America, by a codicil annexed to his

will, dated July 28, 1691, charged his mefluage or

dwelling-houfe in St. Michael's, Crooked-lane,

London, with the payment of the clear yearly rents

and profits to fome learned divine in London, or

within the bills of mortality j to be elected for a

term not exceeding three years, by Dr. Tenifon,

afterwards archbifliop of Canterbury, by Sir Henry

Afliurft, Sir John Rotherara, and John Evelyn, efq;

and the furvivors or furvivor of them, and fuch

perfon or perfcns as the furvivor of them fliould

appoint to fucceed in the trufl. The ofHce afligned

to the le(51urer was to preach eight fermons in the

year for proving the chriftian religion againft nolo-

J Jablonfld Inftitut. Chriftian. Hiftor. vol. iii. p. 32; Bifhop

Kewton's Biog. Works, vol. iii. p. 4za—4x5*
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rious infidels, viz. athelfts, pagans, Jews, and Ma-

hometans ; not defcending lower to any coniroverfies

that are among chriftians. In union with, and in

fabferviency to, the primary objefft of the foundation,

the lecturer was enjoined to afTift and encourage any

focieties engaged in meafures for propagating the

gofpcl in foreign parts ; and to be ready to fatisfy

real fcruples, and to anfwer any new objections and

diiEculties, which had not previouily received good

anfwers. The fermons it was dire(51ed fhould be

preached on the firft Monday of January, February,

March, April, and May, and of September, Oflober,

and November. The lectures wcre^feldom conti-

nued above a year.

The endowment was liable to defalcation, or at

lead to delay in payment, or to difficulty of recovery,

by the houfe (landing empty, or tenants failing in

due payment of the rent. To remedy thefe incon-

veniences, Archbifliop Tenifon procured a yearly

grant of 50I. to be paid quarterly for ever, charged

upon a farm in the parifli of Brill, in the county of

Bucks. This ilipend is accordingly paid without

fee or reward. " The pious and honourable taik of
^' preaching the Boylean le6lure," obferves Mofheim,
*' has been committed always to men of the mod
" eminent genius and abilities; and is ftill undertaken

" with zeal, and performed with remarkable dignity

*' and fuccefs. The difcourfes that have been
*' delivered in'confequence of this admirable inftitu-

*' tion have been moft commonly publiflied ; and

** they form, at this day, a large and important
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*' collecllon, which Is known throughout all Europe,
*' and has done eminent fervice to the caufe of
*' religion and virtue."*

This inftitution has given occafion for the publi-

cation of fome moft judicious, learned, and popular

works ; to which an extenfive circulation and a per-

manent celebrity have been attached. The firft of

thefe lectures was preached by that great fcholar

Dr. Bentley; whofe fermons on this occafion have

been pronounced the moft valuable of that great

critic's performances.! The defign which he purfued

in them was to demonftrate the being and providence

of God on the principles of Sir Ifaac Newton's dif-

coveries. Among the hearers were the members

of a club of fceptics or infidels ; who, on being

alked what they had to fay againfl them, candidly

owned that they did not know what to fay.§ In

* Birch's Life of Boyle, p. 292,—3, and p. S55—4.

* Meflieini, vol. iv. p. 243. f Whifton's Memoirs, p. 93.

§ Dr. Bentley was fo affeded with this anfwer, Mr. Whiflon

tells us, as to fay, " he doubted he had done harm to Chriflianity

" by thefe fermons, as having diverted thefe fceptics from their

" denial of a God and a Providence, from which they might be
** always driven with great eafe, to pick up objedtions againfl rere-

" lation in general: a mode of attack, which would certainly afford

**them a much larger field for contradiction."* But furely the

learned preacher had no jufl ground for this fentiment of concern

and regret. He had fixed upon a fubjed peculiarly proper as the

preliminary bafis for a fcries of difcourfes in defence of natural as

well as of revealed religion; on a fuNjecl rhat fell direclly within

the intentions and directions of the rounder of the lecture. And
there would be no fecurity againfl blaming ourfelves, if men were

to be dilfaiisfied with themfelves, becaufe malignity and prejudice

qould and did pervert their good intentions and laudable exertions,

* Wlufton's Memoirs, p. 93.
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tbe fucceffion of more than a century the lecture has

been preached by fome who have ranked with the

firit clafs of divines, and whofe names are enrolled

with honour in the annals of the republic of lite-

rature. To this le<flure we are indebted for Dur-

ham's Phyfico-Theology ; for Dr. John Clarke's

Sermons on the Origin of Evil, which have palTed

through feveral editions; for Dr. Samuel Clarke's

*' Difcourfe concerning the Being and Attributes

" of God, the Obligations of Natural Religion,

"and the Truth and Certainty of the Chriflian

*' Revelation: " [the fermons which form this trea-

tife were executed in a manner that at once furprifed

and indrucSied the mod intelligent hearers ;
'' every

*' chriftian in this country, in which they firft faw

** the light, ought to eftecm them,*' fays Bifliop

" Hoadly," as Ins treatise ; as they contain the true

" (trength, not only of natural, but revealed, reli-

" gion :"] and for the courle of fermons by Dr.

Benjamin Ibbott, a mod able, rational, and judicious

defender of revelation ; in which is accuraiely and

liberally dated the true notion of the exercife of

private judgment or free-thinking in marttrii of

religion ; the obje£lions againd it are anfwcred ; and

the modern way of free-thinking, as treated of in a

late difcourfe on that fubjedl, is taken into cimfidera-

tion. The " Difcourle on Free Thinking," here

The preacher might have reflefled, to his comfort, that lie had left

a large field open to his fucceflbis in the inftitution, in which he

had not precluded them from labouring with flcill, energy, and

fuccefs through mmy years ; and that he had laid a good foun-

dation on which they might build.
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referred tOy was written by Anthony Collins, efq.

It has been obferved by a very ablejudge. Dr. Law
the bifhop of Carlifle, much to the credit of thefe dif-

courfes, that Dr. Ibbot (lands abfolutely clear of all

the exceptions urged in '' Chriftianity not founded

*' on argument ;" and that he hath fully anfwcred

the end of the great and good founder of the lec-

ture.* In this le£lure originated alfo fome impor-

tant and valuable works, thrown, after they were

preached, out of the form of fermons, which have

excited great attention, and been juftly held in high

eftimation. To this clafs belongs " The Hiftory of

** the Afts of the Holy Apoftles confirmed from

** other authors ; and confidered as full evidence of

" the Truth of Chriftianity; with a Prefatory Dif-

" courfe upon the Nature of that Evidence ;'* by

Rich. Bifcoe, A. M. ; who had, in the earlier part

of his life, been the minifter of a congregation of dif-

fentersatNewington-Green, till.he conformed in 1727.

Dr. Doddridge pronounces this to be an elaborate

and valuable work. It has long been fcarce. An
appointment to preach the Boylean le£lure gave

rife to the learned Dr. Jortin's admirable " Remarks
" on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory ;" in the three firft vo-

lumes of which is inferred thefubftance of the fecond

and third heads of his difcourfes on that occafion.

His fubje£ls were, the nature and intent of prophecy,

together with an examination of fome preditiions in

the Old and New Teftament ; and confiderations on

miracles in general, on the miracles of Chrift and

* Confiderqtions on the Theory of Religio^j^p. 34, 6th edition.
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his apoflles, and on the fapport which they gave to

the chridian religion.* By the truftees of this noble

donation of the chriftian philofopher. Dr. Newton,

afterwards bifliop of Briftol, who had already pub-

Jifhed a volume of" Diflfertations on the Prophecies,"

was encouraged to proceed in his interefting and

important invefligations as to their defign and ac-

complidiment. He was invited to preach Mr.
Boyle's leclure : this teflimony of approbation be-

llowed on his former work afforded an occafion, and

a£l:ed as a (limulus to animate him, to purfue this

particular (ludy* The refult was the publication of

two more volumes of " DiiTertations on the Pro-
'^ phecies which have remarkably been fulfilled, and
" at this time are fulfilling in the world;'* 175B.

At the firft impreiTion 1250 copies were printed, and

a thoufand at every edition to the fixth in 1782.

The work met with a very favourable reception

abroad, and was tranllated into the Danifh and

German languages
; II

and is dill popular. In 1739,
iiic difcourfes which had been delivered previoufly

to that date at Mr. Boyle's ledlure were republifhed

in a colledled form in three volumes folio. In 1737,
the Rev. Gilbert Burnet had given to the public a

judicious, comprehennve, and well-digefted abridge^

;776';2/ of thefermons of thofc who had preached it

before that time. This abridgement comprehends

the difcourfes of Bentley, Kidder, Williams, Gaftrel,

Harris, Bradford, Blackball, Stanhope, Clarke,

* Difney's Memoirs ofthe Life and Writingsof Dr. Jortin, p. 540

II Bifliop Newton's Pofthumous Works, Life, p. 73, 4.
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Hancock, Whifton, Turner, Butler, Woodward,

Derham, Ibbot, Long, J. Clarke, Gurdon, Burnet,

and Berriman. This work was tranllated into the

French and German languages ; at once a proof of

the celebrity of the inftitution, a teftimony of its

merit, and the means of extending its influence.

Some of the fubje£ls difcuiTed in thefe difcourfes

have been already fpecified. As to the other fer-

mons, thofe of Bifhop Kidder bore the title of " A
" Demondration of the Mefliah." Thofe of Bifliop

"Williams exhibited '' a general Idea of Revealed

'' Religion." '' The Certainty and NecelTity of

'' Divine Religion" in general was argued by

Bifhop Gadrell. Dr. Harris confidered and refuted

the objections of atheifts to the exigence and attri-

butes of God. The credibility of the chriflian

religion was dated by Bifliop Bradford. The

fulHciency and perFeClion of the revelation of the

Old and New Teflament were reprefented by Bifliop

Blackball. Dr. Stanhope defended the truth and

excellence of the chriftian religion againft Jews, in-

fidels, and heretics. The general plan of natural

and revealed religion was the fubject treated by Dr.

Hancock, Mr. Whiflon confined himfelf to the

' accomplilliment of the prophecies of fcripture. Dr.

Turner (liev/ed the wifdom of God in the redemption

of the human race. Dr. John Butler, prebendary

of Canterbury, chofe for his topic " Religion no

matter of (hame or injury." The heavenly origin

and incom.parable excellence of the chriflian reli-

gion was fee forth by Dr. Woodward. The defign



Q. IV. PROTISTANT DISSENTERS. 445

of Bi(hop Leng was to prove the natural obligatioii'

to believe in the principles of religion and of divine

revelation. • Mr. Gurdon, the archdeacon of Sud-

bury, aimed to prove that the difUculcies which men
found in natural and revealed religion formed no ex-

cufe for infidelity. Dr. Thos. Burnet, re£lor of Weft
Kington, Wilts, and prebendary of Sarum, entitled

his fermons *' a Demonftration of the True Religion."

Dr. William Bsrriman felecied for his fabjefl: the

gradual revelation of the gofpcl. This abridgement

of the Boylean Ie£lures was accompanied with a

full and well-arranged table of contents.* To the

names of thofc divines already mentioned, whofmce
thefe publications have kept up the reputation and

perpetuated the ufefulnefs of this inftitution, fliould

be added. Dr. Leonard Twells, Dr. Robert Warren,

Dr. Ralph Heathcote, Dr. William Worthington,

and Dr. Henry Owen. " In general," it has been

judicioufly obferved, " that though among fuch a

*' number of v^riters, their reafoning will not in

" every refpe6l and on every fubjeft be alike im-

" portant and convincing, the fermons at Boyle's

*' le61ure have done eminent fervice to the caufe of

" natural and revealed religion, and conftitute a

" fyfiem of evidence which no fubtlety or fophiftry

<* can overturn."t It is alfo a pleafmg and ani-

mating refleflion, which offers itfelf on the hidory

of ufeful and philanthropic inftitutions, fuch as that

of Mr. Boyle's foundation, that when a man pro-

* Bibliotheque Raifonnee, tcm. xix. p. 449.

jj Dr. Kippis in Biog. Brit, article Boyle, p. 515.
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vldes for the execution of fuch a defign, the good

cfFecls of it, both as to duration and extent, will

very probably reach much beyond any calculation

of its influence which he could make when he formed

his plan.

We cannot conclude this chapter on ufeful infti-

tutions, without making honourable and particular

mention of one clergyman, to whom the Society for

promoting Chriftian Knowledge owed peculiar obli-

gations. The divine here meant was the Rev. Dr.

Thomas Bray; who was born in 1656, at Marton

in Shropfliire, and entered of Hertford college, Ox-

ford. He was firfl:, after taking orders, curate near

Bridgenorth in Shropfliire ; he had afterwards the

donative of Lac-Marfm in Warwicklhire, the grant

of Sir Thomas Price, of Park hall ; his next prefer-

ment was the vicarage of Over-Whitacre, given

to him by Lord Digby; who, in 1693, prefented

him to the re£i:ory of Sheldon, both in the fame

county : this preferment he held till about a quarter

of a year before his death, when he refigned it on

the grounds oF his advanced age, and the known

worth and abilities of his appointed fucceffor. He
was alfo miniller of Aldgate in London. This bene-

volent man, whofe life was a feries of public-fpirited

and generous exertions, in 1697, on the failure

of his defigns and endeavours to procure a publick

fund to be cdablifhed for the propagation of the

gofpel in foreign parts, formed a defign of having a

proteflant congregation, pi'o fide propaganda^ by

charters from the king. The circumflances of the
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times not favouring this intention, he laid it afide.

But to prepare the way for a charter-fociety, he
endeavoured to find out worthy perfons difpofed to

form a voluntary fociety to propagate chriftiaa

knowledge at home and abroad. He communicated

his views and fcheme to Dr. Henry Compton, bifliop

of London, in 1697 ; and a fociety v/as formed on

his plan, of which we have given an account : and

the event was, as we have feen, when their numbers

increafed, and new benefaflions improved their

finances, the ere<9:ion of a corporation under his

Majcfty^s letters patent, May 5, 1701, for the pro-

pagation of the gofpel in foreign parts : fo impor-

tant, fo extenfively ufeful, often are the benevolent

fchemes and exertions of one individual. '^ Charity

*' to the fouls of men," it is faid by his biographer,

" was wrought up to the highefl: pitch in his own
" foul.'* Mod of the religious focieties and good

defigns in London, at that period, owe great acknow-

ledgements to the memory of Dr. Bray, and were

in a great meafure formed on the plans which he

proje<51ed. Thefe benevolent undertakings furnifhed

a fource of confolatory refle(51ions and of joyful pre-

fagcs in his lad minutes. He died on the 15th of

February, 1730, in the 73d year of his age.
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CHAPTER V.

A Concise Review of Theological
Publications,

THE Reformation originated in a fpirit of

enquiry. WickliiFe and his followers, in

particular, gave a manly example of aflerting the

independence of the human mind, and of daring to

think and a6l: for themfelves. The policy and am-

bition of princes and ftatefmen had, in fubfequent

periods, great influence in promoting the feceihon

from the church of Rome ; but as far as the Re-

formation was efpoufed from convidlion, it owed its

advancement to examination and difculTion. The

feceffion from the firfl proteftant eftablifliments in

different kingdoms proceeded from, and was fup-

ported by, men's prefuming to think for themfelves

;

and by tracing back the exiting fentiments and prac-

tices into the foundation and authority which they

had in the fcriptures. The invention of printing

gave a great facility to enquiry. As new events

arofe ; as points of opinion and pradlice, the autho-

rity and rectitude of which had for ages b^ea

admitted, became doubtful and fufpedled^ new dif-
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cuiSons took place. Many in vindication of their

adherence to eftablifhcd forms and creeds, and many
in defence of their departure from them, were con-

ftrained to have recourfe to inveftigation and argu-

ment. The A61 of Toleration, limited as were its

provifions, and narrow as was its fpirit, gave encou-

ragement to enquiry, and in a great degree removed

the obflacles to the difcovery and profefTion of truth.

The Revolution itfelf called for the aid of the pen

to advocate its neceffity, juftice, and importance : and

the defence of it involved a vindication of men's

religious as well as civil rights ; of chriftian liberty

as well as of the political conftitution of thefe nations.

Accordingly the Revolution gave rife to many

publications. At the commencement of it there

came from the prefs, " The Way to Peace among all

*' Proteftants ;" being a letter of reconciliation fenc

by BiQiop Ridley to BiQiop Hooper, with fome ani-

madvcrfions on it. Another tra6l printed about this

lime was " A Memorial of God'g lad twenty-nine

*' years' Wonders in England, for its Prcfervation

*' and Deliverance from Popery and Slavery." There

was alfo publiftied, ** The abfolute Neceffiry of ftand-

" ing vigoroufly by the prefent Government; or a

*' View of what both Churchmen and Diflenters mud
** expcO, if by their unhappy divifions, power and ty-

" ranny (hould return again." A third piece profclTed

to exhibh a retrofpe<^ive ** fhort view of the methods

" made ufe of in Ireland for the fubverfion and de-

" (truftion of the Proteflant religion and intereft in

^^ ciat kingdom, from the beginning ot the reign of

G G
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** the late King James to the prefent time ; and of

** the fufFerings of the Proteftants all along." Ano-

ther tra£l was defigned to expofc " the myftery of

*' iniquity working in the dividing of Proteftants,

*' in order to the fubverting of religion and our laws,

" for almofl: the fpace of thirty years laft pad, plainly

*' laid open ; to which is added, a fpecimen of a bill

*^ for uniting Proteftants." An examination of the

fcruples of thofe who refufe to take the oaths of

allegiance :—King William or King Lewis ; or the

inevitable neceffity thefe nations lie under of fub-

mitting wholly to one or other of thefe kings :

—

Reflexions upon the opinions of fome modern

divines concerning the nature of government in

general, and of England in particular, with Magna
Charta annexed;—were, as their titles indicate, tra£ls

properly fuited to the circumftances and temper of

the day; and calculated to excite difcuflion and exami-

nation of general principles of theology and policy.

There appeared many other publications of the like

nature, the moft confiderable of which are preferved

in " The Colle£i:ion of State Trails," on occafion of

the Revolution in 1688, vol. i.*

But one trafl, mentioned before, which made its

appearance at this period, from the feafonable im-

portance of it, from the name of the author, from

its internal excellence, its influence on public opi*

nion, and its permanent fame, deferves particular

notice. This was Mr. Locke's " FIrft Letter on

" Toleration.'* He compofcd it at the time, when

* Calamy, ?oI. i, p. 483. *.
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having fallen under a fufpicion of being an accom-

plice of the Duke of Monmouth, he took (helter in

the houfe of Mr. Veen, a gentleman of Amfterdam,

in 1685. It was firft written in Latin, and printed

at Gouda, in Holland, 1689, ^°^ entitled, " Epiflola

** de Tolerantia ad clariflimum Virum T. A. R.
'« P. T. O. L. A. fcripia a P. A. P. O. I. L A.'*

The firft initials fignifying, Theologise apud Remon-

ftrantes ProfefTorem, Tyrannidis Oforem Limbur-

gium Amftelodamenfem ; and the latter feries, Pacis

Amico, Perfecutionis Ofore, Johanne Lockio Anglo.

This excellent performance foon excited attention.

It was tranflated, as we have before noticed, into

Dutch and French in the fame year ; and two

editions of it in Englifli, the one in quarto, and the

other in duodecimo, were publifhed in London*

To thefe impreffions was prefixed an addrefs to the

reader by Mr. Popple, in happy imitation of Mr.

Locke's force and flrength of expreffion. The
writer aims to excite the reader to confider " the

*' ufefulnefs and importance of the work, and the

*' great necefEty there was, at that time, for both

*' governors and people to attend to and profit by it.'*

Referring to the events of party druggies, then

recent in the memories of men, and complaining

with great juflice of the narrov/ principles on which

each party had alTerted and vindicated their own
exemption from penal (tatutes in religion ; he adds,

in (train of (trong remonflrancc, for which in every

period fincc, and even in the prefent day, it is to be

lamented, too juft occafion is afforded, " this nar-

G a 3
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*^ rownefs of fpirit has undoubtedly been the prin-

** cipal occafion of our miferies and confufions. But
** whatever has been the occafion, it is now high
** time to feck for a thorough cure. We have need of
** more generous remedies than what have yet been
" made ufe of in our diftempcr. It is neither

*' * Declarations of Indulgence, nor A£ls of Compre-
**

' henfion,' fuch as have yet been pra£lifed or pro-

** je^ed amongft us, that can do the work. The
** firft will but palliate, the fecond increafe, our evil.

** Ahfoliite liberty^ juji and true liberty^ equal and
** i?npartial liberty^ is the thing wejiand in need of.

** Now, though this has indeed been much talked

*^ of, I doubt it has not been much underflood ; I

*' am fure not at all praftifed cither by our governors

*' towards the people in general, or by any diffent*

*' ing parties of the people towards one another.'*

A Second Letter on Tokration, in anfwer to Jonas

Proaft, chaplain cf All-Souls' college, Oxford, who

had written againft the firft, appeared from the pen

ofMr. Locke in 1690. A Third Letter on Tole.

ration, in anfwer to fomc new obje£lions, was pub-

liftied in 1692, written with great ftrength and

accuracy. The controverfy flept for twelve years j

when his firft opponent Mr. Proaft revived it.

Mr. Locke began to compofe a fourth letter on the

fubjea ; but died before he had finilhed it. What

he had written was printed in his pofihumous works

in 1706. Celebrity has been attached to the firft

of ihefe letters on toleration. The fubftquent letters

in defence of it, though they be exceedingly valu»
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able. It has been obfcrved, *' carry in them that

** air of controverfy which may have made the

*' whole lefs minded by common readers.*'

In 1764, Thomas Hollis, efq; the munificent

friend of fcience and literature, and the ardent

advocate of civil and religious liberty, beftowed

incredible pains in promoting a new edition of the

** Letters concerning Toleration ;" and engaged

Mr. Baron to correft the prefs. This edition was

publifhed Jan. ift, 1765. Mr. Hollis hirafelf col-

lated the firft letter with the firft 410. and 1 2mo.

editions in 1689 5 ^°^ ^^* Baron wrote the preface.

It is remarkable that this firfl letter, notwith-

ftandiag the honour it has fecured to the name of

the author, was never printed by itfelf, though this

negleft is not much to the credit of Engliflimen,

if we except a fecond edition in 1690, till 1800,

when a neat impreffion of it appeared from the

prefs at the expence of his Grace the late Duke of

Grafton, with an advertifement prefixed to it by

Mr. Lindfey ; who, with too great propriety, fays,

" It is mortifying to obferve that a work of fuch an

** author, and of fuch ineftimable price, fhould have

*^ been more than a century before the public, and

*' have produced fo little of the effect which might

*' in all reafon have been expe£lcd from it ; and that

*^ the original addrefs (liould apply equally to the

** nation now as at the firft."*

* The edition in 1800, advertifement, p. 4 ; Hollis's Memoirs,

vol. i. p. 124, 33 a> a63 ; Le Clerc's Account oi the Life aad Writings

«i"dlr. Locke, p.a^, 24, 31 ; Britifh Biography, voLyii. p. Jo, iij ^
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Mr. Locke, it has been obferved, and truly with

refpeft to the fa6l, was not tne firft writer on the

fubje£l ; for the argument had been well underllood

and Hated during the civil war. But the critical time

in which this work appeared, fo foon after the palTing

of the A£l: of Toleration, and the eminence and known

abilities of a living author, drew the attention of the

public to it. In the preceding reign the ill policy

of excluding from civil privileges a confiderable

number of proteftants, who were barriers againft

popery and arbitrary power, had been felt by fome

even of the great churchmen themfelvcs, as by

Archbifliop Sancrofi. But Mr. Locke's treatife,

though it was profeffedly, according to the title, a

Plea for Toleraiion only, as was prefently per-

ceived, had a more extenfive bearing. It was a

leading defign of it to afcertain exa^ily the diftinc-

tion and bounds between the bufmefs of civil go*

vernment and that of religion ; and to prove that

the whole jurifdi^tion of the civil magiflrate reached

to civil concerns only, to guard and fecure the

enjoyment of them to every individual ; and that it

neither can nor ought, in any manner, to be ex-

tended to the falvation of fouls ; a care which is

not committed to him any more than to others, and

to which he is not competent. Another point

which the author dilculTcs is the nature of a church,

which he flicws to be a voluntary fociety of mm

13; and Calamy, vol. i. p. 499—506, s'^i—5*7» <599, in which

the author has given an abicrad of the principles and realoning^

contained in the kiters.
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formed into an union for the public worfhip of God;
which ought to be tolerated by the maglftrate, but

over which he has no power, either to conftitute,

to model, or to govern it. His arguments and

reafonings were grounded on comprehenfive prin-

ciples, applicable to the defence of all parties in all

countries ; and calculated to evince the right of all

good fubje£ls, not only to be exempted and fecured

from all penalties on account of their religious

opinions, but without diftinflion to enjoy the fame

favour of the prince, and the fame benefit of

the laws.

The firft cSc£i of Mr. Locke's reafonlng appeared

in a very fenfible proteft in behalf of the reje<5led

bill for abrogating the facramental ted in the year

1689.* It may juftly affe£l thinki.ig perfons with

furprife and deep concern, that the liberal reafonings

of Mr. Locke have not yet had their full influence

on the minds of men, and that they make fo flow

a progrefs ; though the public attention, fmce that

excellent work was written, has been repeatedly

dire^ed to the difcuflTion of the queilions relative

to religious liberty. It is, indeed, afource of much
fatisfaflion, a favourable omen of the advancement

of truth, that the fubjedl has never been agitated,

efpecially in the legiflative aflTemblies, without fome

triumph over intolerance, without gaining over new

converts to the caufe. It is (till, however, ardently

to be wiflied, that the pleas and arguments of Mn
Locke's work may have a repeated hearing, and a

* Archdeacpn BlackbuvDe's Works, vol. v. p.' 98, 99*
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more cxtcnfive, improving eiFeiEl. Nay, acfmirablc

as was rhat rreaiife for the time in which it was

written, it yet left the fubje£l open to be difcuffed

with more correal precifion, and on a more cn«

larged bafis. '* It is an argument that we have
" made a very poor ufe of it, if we acquiefce in it

*^ at this day. It is certainly not advifeable to refl

" folely upon the authority of any man, as if his

*' fenriment' and maxims were the perfeft and un-
^* alterable flandard with refpe£l to it, fo as to

*' abide by any conclufion that may be drawn
'^ from his do(^rine." The application which Dn
Brown* has made of Mr, Locke's opinion,—that

thofe are not all to be tolerated who deny the

being of a God,—is aftriking inflance to the point;

for he has availed himfelf of this principle to plead

for intolerance in fome other cafes alfo. The m^«
giftrate might evade Mr. Locke's great argument,

founded on the di(tin£lion between civil and religious

rights, by choofmg to call that a civil which his

fubjeds would term a religious, concern ; becaufe

many things and rights are of a mixed nature.|

Among othf!r publications, to which the Revolii-

tion and the meafures of government gave occafion,

was " A Letter to a Member of Parliament, fliew-

*' ing that a reflraint on the prefs is inconfiftent with

* Vicar of St Nicholas in Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, and author of
EfTays on the Charaatriflics of Lord Shaftefbury.

+ Pfieflly's Letter of Advice to Diflcnters, on an application t^

Pailiament for relief from certain Penal Laws, 1773, p. 88, 89, izi
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** the proteflant religion, and dangerous to the Tber-
** ties of the nation ;'* printed in 1698.*

The evils of rrftraining the prefs are fully repre-

fented in this tra£i, and the point is argued with

great ability. It is urged, tha» reftraints on the prefs

tend to produce a blind fubmiflioa to the religious

principles in which men chance to have been

educated ; deprive them of the mofl proper means

of coming to the truth, by hindering their exami*-

nation of different opinions and arguments ; obftrufl

that influence of truth which arifes from an cxami-

nation of its evidences, convincing the underftanding

and endearing the difcovery of it ; and are a bar to

all thofe important offices of love which confift ia

the mutual communication of our fentiments, and

in aflifting one another to dete<n' error and arrive

at the knowledge of truth, by offering one another

reafons and arguments.

Ignorance, fuperftition, and bigotry, it is obfervcd

as a matter of fa£l, prevail and abound even in

proteftaqt as well as in popifli countries, in propor-

tion as thcfe communications are difcouraged and

prevented. The Reformation, it is alleged, wat

built on the freedom of examination, aided by the

prefs. An entire liberty of the prefs, it is infiffed

on, would by degrees eftablifh religious truth,

becaufe that is fupported by better, plainer, and

more cogent arguments than are any falfe opinions.

The excellence and ufefulnefs of truth, it is urged,

* A Colletflion of State Papers publilliea during the reign of

WiUiam III. vol. ii. has prefcrved this piecej p. 614—6j5.
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carry evidence and convidlion with it. Every argu-

ment advanced to juflify licenfmg books that pro-

fefs to interpret the fcriptures, it is pleaded, applies

to defend the papifts in reftraining by licence the

reading of the bible ; and every reafon offered

to reftrain advancing from the prefs opinions and

arguments contrary to thofe eftabhlhcd by the

church in power, holds as ftrongly againfl their

being propofed from the pulpit. The art of printing,

it is remarked, has been a noble means employed

by Providence to deliver men from the tyrrany of

the clergy ; but to trufl them v^ith the power of

licenfmg books is to deliver back into their hands

the means of bringing on again a facerdotal flavery;

and to put the prefs into their hands is to give the

power over it to thofe who are educated not to try

the eftablilhed religion, but to profefs it; not to

inveftigate the truth, but to earn their bread by what

bears the name of it ;— to thofe who are fhackled

with early oaths and fubfcriptions ;—^to thofe who

who cannot any more be prefumed to have impar-

tially examined the tenets they find fettled by law,

than the mercenary foldiers do the juftice of the

caiife in which they are engaged ;—to thofe who

are in all countries warm and a6live for the opinions

to which their preferments are annexed ;—to thofe

who cannot but be highly difpleafed and affronted

to fee the Uity do what they durfl not, judge

for themfelves,

Reftraining the prefs, it is added, if committed

to the laity, would implj a difrcfpe^l of the clergy 3
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as not to be trufted with printing but half a fliect oa

religion without the confent of a lay-licenfer, who
is to have an arbitrary power over their works ;

which would undoubtedly be highly refented by

them. Reftraiiiing the liberty of the prefs, as it is

unfriendly to our religious rights, is alfo inimical to

our civil ones. There never was a nation who loft

the former, that could retain the latter. Prieft.

craft and flavery go hand in hand. It deprives

rational and focial creatures of the greateft enjoyment

of which they are capable ; that is, it forbids them

to employ their thoughts on whatever fuhje(5l they

pleafe, and to communicate them one to another

as freely as they conceive them. It is the engmc

of flavery, to prevent the defeat of either ihe

government, or the management of the government,

from being difcovered or reformed ; an inflrumcnt

in the hands of arbitrary power to bar true patriots

from pleading the rights and liberties of the people,

and to fan<5lion the pen of thofe who argue for the

extenfion of the prerogative. The liberty of the

prefs fccured, all other liberty is fecure ; that denied,

no other is preferved.

Reftraining the prefs, it is further argued, dif-

courages the ableft men from writing; who will not

be content to have their works lie at the mercy of

an ignorant, or at the bed an unleifured licenfer,

who upon a curfory view may condemn the whole

to perpetual darknefs, or fir ike out the mod material

things. Thus, it concludes, the mofl: important

difcoveries may be loft, and the moil valuable works
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be fuppreffcd. It tends to leave the prcfs open to

none but fools and blockades, and to make an im^

frimatur to fignify no more than that fuch a book
js tooliih enough to be printed.

Thefe and many other arguments for the liberty

of the prefs are placed, by this tra£l, in a ftrong

point of view.

In 1704, Dr. Tyndal publiflied *' Reafons againft

*' reflraining the Liberty of the Prefs ;** frequently

adopting, in a concife way, the language and argu-

ments of this tra6l; and though not exhibiting a

methodical abridgement of it, yet evidently formed

on its principles, Thefe *^ Reafons'* were repub-

liflied by Mr. Baron, in the " Pillars of Prieftcraft

** and Orthodoxy," in 1768, vol. iv. p. 281.

There alfo appeared at a critical moment, when

the A£l of Parliament for reflraining the liberty of

the prefs, and permitting nothing to be publiflied with-

out the imprimatur of a licenfer, was jufl expiring,

a nervous pamphlet, entitled " A juft Vindication of
*^ Learning, and of the Liberty of the Prefs,** by

Chas. Blount, efq. This gentleman, younger fon of

Sir Henry Blount, was a zealous friend to the Revo-

lution, and to the liberal principles on which the

defence of that interefting event was founded. This

ira£l is digefted into nine feftions ; each offers a

diftinft argument againft the invafion of that liberty,

which the author juftly ftates is at once the founda-

tion and fecurity of every other kind of liberty;

namely, the power of fpeaking and publiftiingi the

truth with refpe£l: to perfons, uieafures, and fubje£ls
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of invcftigation : let this freedom be poffeffed, the

other liberties of a people are in a great meafure fafc.

Thefc generous efforts to claim and vindicate the

freedom of publifhing had a good effcdl. The
pernicious a£t was fufFered to expire, and the prefs

was fet free.*

The fubjeft had been difcufled with fingulat

energy and eloquence by Milton, in his " Areopa-
" gitica,** written againft the Prcfbyicrians, who
had contended for the freedom of the prefs, when
it was under the controul of the epifcopal church

;

but rifing afterwards into power, they turned apof-

tates to their own principles, and abufmg their

afcendancy in Parliament, procured an order to be

pubiilhed, Jane 13, 1643, ^^^ retraining the prefs,.

and placing " this formidable engine under the fame
*' control, of which they had lately indignantly

*' complained/'f But, notwithftanding the excel-

lence and authority of Milton's work, the fubfequent

reftraints on the prefs, the great objefl of the Revo-

lution, namely, the fecurity and cxtcnfion of liberty,

and the particular tenor of the A6t of Toleration,

rendered the publication of the other trafls now

reviewed feafonable and pointed. And though licen-

fcrs and imprimaturs have been, fmcc that period.,

confined to Oxford
; yet repeated attempts made to

reftrain it, and frequent profecutions of autliors and

publifticrs, in fubfequent and recent times, evince the

propriety and even necefEty of often recalling the

* Britifh Biography, vol. y. p. 196.

t Dr. Symmon's Life of Milton, p. ai3> edit- 1806.
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public attention to the equity, policy, and wifdom of

watching the infidious dcfigns, or refiiling the more

open attacks of Minifters of State againfi: the

liberty of the prefs. It fhould be alfo confidered,

whether the arguments which apply againft pre-

venting, do not hold good againfi punilliing, the

publications of opinions, that, with or without

reafon, may be thought pernicious?

Dr. Johnfon, fpeaking of Milton's " Areopa-

** gitica," fays, " The danger of fucb unbounded

** liberty, (of unlicenfed printing) and the danger of

*^ bounding it, have produced a problem in the

*' fcience of government, which human understanding

" feems unable to folve/* " Let us then have

** rccourfe," replies a judicious writer to a divine

understanding for the folution of it :
" Let both the

*' tares and the wheat grow together till the

*
' harveft, left while ye gather up the tares, ye root

*' up alfo the wheat with them.''*

Thefe publications immediately arofe from the

political events and occurrences of the day, and

were connected with them. But the fpirit of enquiry

did not confine itfelf to topics of this tenor ; it alfo

fliewed itfelf on many queftions purely theological.

The way for fuch inveftigations had been prepared

by the controverfies which had arifen in preceding

times. It v;ould be foreign to the d&^ign of thefe

pages to detail them. But one publication, which

made its appearance thirteen years before the Revo-

lution, was, confidering the genius of the age, of

* Memoirs of Thomas Hollis, efq; Tol.ii. p. 551.
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fo flngular a kind, created (o much notice, and

called forth fo much oppofition, that though the

extent and permanence of its influence on the public

mind cannot be afccrtained, it deferves to be men-

tioned ', efpecially as it has had the credit given to

it,* of mollifying, when it was flrfi: publi(hed, *' the

" fpirits of fome men that were fet upon perfecution

" of the DiiTenters ;" and it was re-printed and pre-

ferved in a coIle£lion of fcarce and valuable tra<5is5

called " The Phcenix,'* 8vo. No. xxx. It was

entitled a *•* Treatife on Human Reafon/' It is a

fmall work in i4mo. firft printed in 1675. ^^^^

author was Martin Clifford^ efq; mailer of the

Charter-Houfe ; educated in Weflminfier fchool,

and thence elecled into Trinity College, Cambridge^

a man of talent, and a polite fcholar, vvho lived in

great intimacy with molt of the wirs of Charles

lid's reign. An idea may be formed of the

nature and defion of this ir?i£t from the following

palTagcs : " He bids you fearch ; there is therefore

" in man a natural ability of fearching fpiritual

" truths, and that can be nothing elfe but his un-

*' derflanding : he who gave rules which admit of

" fo many interpretations, is well contented that

* By Dr. Watts, fee Dr. Johnfon's Life of Dr. Watts, witli

notes, 17S5. In this publication are given, in the Appendix No. i.

fome fl:ri(5lures of that excellent man on the "Treatife of Human
*' Reafon," as a fpecimen of the Docflor's manner of reading.

N. B. The writer of this recolle6is, that when he was a youth,

receiving his clafiical learning at St. PauPs School, the Rev. Mr.

Allen, an afliftant mailer in that feminary, and the learned Editor

#f Dcmoflhenes, palTed a commendation on Mr. Clifford's treatife.



4()4 HISTORY OF THE C. V.

•* they fliall be interpreted feverally : we lay the

" blafpht^mous accufation of injuftice upon God,
*' if he puniQi us for an error v/hich we could not

*' avoid : reafon is the eye, true religion is the ob-

•'jed: all other helps, divine and human, are as

" the light, as fpedtacles, &c. Nov/ it is impoffible

*^ to fee with any thing but our own eyes, /. e. our

" reafon. Yet a clear light is neceiTary, without

^* which our own eye cannot fee the objccfl, nor our

" reafon find out the true religion/* The author,

it appears, was the advocate of enquiry, candour,

and freedom. His book was attacked by a fcholar

at Cambridge, in a tra£l tending towards pcrfecu-

tion, entitled " Plain Dealing/* It was defended in

a trafl, called ** An Apology for the Difcourfe of

*' Human Reafon, &c.** i2mo. by AlbertusWarren.

It alfo drew from the pen of an anonymous writer,

" Obfervations, &c/* charging the author with

confufion and inconfiftcncies. But the moft marked

teftimony to the attention which it had excited, and

to the alarm which fomc had taken at it, was the

anfwer of Dr. B. Laney, bifhop of Ely ; who,

dining with many perfons of quality in the Charter-

Houfe, foon after its publication, on being aikcd

what he thought of the book, replied, " It was no
** matter if all the copies were burnt, and the author

" with them."* Dr. Warts, in a fpirit worthy of

himfclf, paffed a more candid opinion on it, ' * as

" having many ufeful notions;** "though," he adds,

* Wood's Athenx Oxonienfes, vol. ii. p. 381—2; and Gran-

ger's « Biographical Hiftory of England," vol. iv. p. 96.
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*' it exalts reafon as the rule of religion, as well as

•' the guide, to a degree very dangerous."

The controverfies which had been agitated in the

preceding reigns, on the queftions that relate to the

conftitution, difcipline, and worfhip of the chriftian

church, between themembers of thcEngliflieftablifhed

church, the prefbyterians, the independents, and the

baptifls, excited the attention of a young gentleman,!

flrongly bent on learning and theological enquiries,

then an apprentice to his father, a grocer, in

Exeter ; and engaged him, by a diligent examination

of the authentic writings of the three firft centuries,

to inveftigate the ufages of the antient church within

that period. The refuk of his enquiries into the

matter of fa^ on thefe points appeared in a work

publifhed in 169 1, the 22d year of the author's

age, entitled, ** An Enquiry into the Conflirution,

*' Difcipline, Unity, and Worlliip of the Primitive

" Church, that fiourifhed within the lirfl: three

*' hundred years after Chrift ; faithfully collected

*' out of the extant writings of thofe ages ; in two
" parts." Theftri^l exa^tnefs and care with which

this treatife is drawn up; and the learning which it

difplays, have juftly fccured to it great reputation,

and rendered it a ftandard book of authority to this

day. In 1717, Mr. Sclater, a nonjuring clergy-

man, attempted to undermine its authority by an

anfwer to it, entitled, " An original Draft of the

" Primitive Church," 8vo. But this work has long

fince funk into oblivion. The author of the

T Mr. Peter King, afterwards Lord Chancellor.

H H
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" Enquiry" affures the public, that by the trouble

and affliction which the animofities and quarrels of

the day occafioned him, he was induced to make his

refearches, and publifli the refult of them j for, if

he could be the happy inftrument to compofe and

heal thofe quarrels, he was ready to facrifice not only

that book, but ail that he was or had. Thefe were

the feelings of a tender, ingenuous, and youthful

mind. Two reafons particularly fwayed him
;

namely, to inform others, and to inform himfelf. So

far was he from aiming at applaufe, and feeking to

gratify vanity, he fo contrived to conceal his name,

that his bookfcller did not know it ; and through-

out the work, he fupported the character which he

affumed in the title-page as his fignature, that of

*' an Impartial Hand.*'

Some of the queftions confidered in the preceding

treatife were difculTed about the fame time, with

learning and temper, in two poflhumous works, by

a man of uncommon erudition and abilities, and of

fmgular raodefty and humility, Mr. David Clarkfon,

who was ejeded from Mortlake in Surrey, and had

been the tutor of Archbifliop Tillotfon, at Clare

Hall in Cambridc^e. Thefe treatifes were entitled,

the one, *' Primitive Epifcopacy, dated and cleared

" from the Holy Scriptures and Ancient Records ;"

the other, "A Difcourfe on Liturgies.'' The

fubje^l of the former trafl: had in fome meafurc

paiTed under the author's review, in a treatife pub-

lillied during his life in anfwer to Dr. Stillingfleet;

land which was the mod noted of his works, and
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" (hew^ him,'* fays Mr. Granger, " to have been a
*' raan of great reading in church hiflory." It was

cntitlc^d " No Evidence of dioccfan Epifcopacy ia

*' the primitive Times ;'' 1681, 4to.*

In 1692, there appeared a work of celebrity, now
fcarce, from the pen of a learned and ingenious

writer, who had already gained great reputation

by a performance in Latin, on '* the Sacred Theory
*' of the Earth. "f The work to which we allude,

has a claim to our notice in this place, on account

of irs connection wi'h facred literature. It was

compofed in Latin, and was entitled '' Arch^ologice
•' PhilofophiciE ; five DoSlrina Antiqua de Rerum
** Originibus :" that is, an Enquiry into the

Do6trine of the ancient Philofophers concerning

the Orig'nal of the World ; in two books. The
fecond edition was printed in London, 1728, Svo*

It is addreffed, in an elegant panegyrical dedication,

to King William. The author was Dr. Thomas
Burner, ma'ler of the Charter-Houfej chaplain in

ordinary and clerk of the clofet to King William.

'' His defign," as it is (fated in the preface, " is to

*^ enquire into the opinions of theancients concerning

*' the nature of things, in order to vindicate and
*' give antiquity its due praife; and to fliew that

*' neither were our ancefiors dunces, nor was wifdom
*' or true philcfophy, born with us." The fubje(fl

* See the Preface to the Treatlfe ; and for an analyfis of the

work, Calamy, v. i. p. 516—523.

t For an analyfis of this work, or 3 fhort view of its defign, fee

Britilh Biography, vol. yii. p. 73—77'

H H 2
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of enquiry In this treatifc is the (late of the old

worldy or according to the Vulgate tranflation of

2 Pet. ii. 5, " the original world ," that is, the ante-

diluvian, but inclufive alfo of the flood itfelf, and

its concomitants and immediate confequences. The

firil book offers a profpe6lus of the ancient philo-

fophy through the various nations of the earth, the

Scythians, Celts, and ^Ethiopians ; takes a furvey

of the oriental nations, including the philofophy and

learning of the Chinefe and the Brachmans, of the

Affyrians and Chaldisans, of the Pcrfians and their

Magi, of the Arab§ and Phoenicians, of the Hebrews

and their Cabbala ; exhibits a view of the various

literature of the Egyptians ; then paffes over to

Greece, and examines the philofophical principles,

fu-ft of Orpheus, then of the lonians, afterwards of

Pythagoras and his fedl: ; in fucceffion to him the

principles of Eleatic fe£l^, a fchool formed of phi-

lofophers, differing in country, manners, and tenets ;

after them follows a review of the doctrine of the

Stoics, Platonics, Ariftotelians, and Epicureans.

A difcuffion on the origin of the barbaric philofophy,

or the philofophy prior to the Grecian, concludes

the fir ft book.

The fecond book is a kind of commentary on the

fcripture theory of the earth. The fubjc£ls difcuffcd

in it are the ancient univerfal tradition concerning

the chaos ; the firfl form and external appearance

of the earth, as diftinguifhed from fubfequent flates

of it ; the nature, manner, and caufes of deluges,

cfpecially of the univerfal flood 5 the perpendicular
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pofition of the earth, with refpe£l to the fun and its

properties, as a perpetual fpring or equinox, an

atmofphere wet with rain, but no rainbow, and the

longevity of mankind ; the change of its pofition

into an oblique direction, and the confequent phse-

nomena ; the Mofaic account of paradlfe, and of

nature and man in the new world ; the origin of

things as reprefented in the firfl chapter of Genefis,

and the interpretation of the Mofaic Hexaemeron, or

the creation diftributed into the works of fix days ;

the doubts and objections which may be urged

againft the author's explanation of the Hexaemeron,

by thofe who adhere to the literal fenfe of the word.

The author, anticipating the offence and odium

which his fentlments on the Mofaic narrative, and

the firfl (late of mankind, might and did raife,

calls the attention of his readers, in the lafl: chapter,

to fome confiderations and teflimonies of authors,

which appeared to him of great moment to a fair

and candid judgment of his opinions ; fuch as, the

nature and genius of the oriental ftyle ; the flow

conception and narrow genius of the people of Ifraei,

when the Mofaic narratives were written ; the opi-

nions and comments of learned men,who had written

before him on thefe points ; and the reverential

regard to the Divine Being to be preferved in the

interpretation of thefe paffages, that a fe;ife becoming

his perfections and greatnefs may be affixed to

them. In an appendix, the author gives a concifc

view of the doClrines of the modern Brachmans.

This is followed by two letters to a learned friend.
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who had reprcfented to him the refle£lIons cafl on

his work in vindication of it. But offence once

conceived does not eafily yield to calm remonflrance,

nor does prejudice impartially weigh arguments.

This Dr. Thomas Burnet experienced. In vain

did he plead the modeft and unalTuming fpirit in

which he wrote : in vain did he appeal to the fervent

and devout wiQies, with refpe£l to ihefe points, as

expreffed at the conclufion of his treatife, that his

errors might be pardoned from divine compafTion

towards human weaknefs and darknefs, and that he

might be enlightened with clearer views : in vain

did he urge that he had not written his fentiments

in the vulgar tongue, to unfettle the minds of the

illiterate, and to dart fome fubjef^s of converfation

in alehoufes ; but he had compofed his work in the

Latin language, for the confideration of the learned,

and of the minifters of religion. The influence of

the clergy was excited againfl him. He was pre-

cluded from any other preferments in the church
;

and the King was obliged even to remove him from

his pofl at Court, The manner in which he re-

prcfented the hiftory of the Fall, with a view to

fliew in a ftrong light the difficulties which attend

the literal fenfe ; the neceffuy of having recourfe

to a figurative interpretanon, efpecially by carting

into the form of a dialogue between Eve and the

ferpent the brief narrative of the temptation; was

the part* which gave peculiar ofFence. The author

* It may be confidered as a proofof the more liberal fpirit ofour

©wn times, and of the progrefs of free enquiry, fince the days of
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afterwards defired a Dutch bookfeller to fupprefs

this dialogue, in an edition of the work, then print-

ing in HollAnd.f It is alfo omitted in the edition

of 1733. And from the fcarcenefs of the original

work, it has been read by few perfons in the

prefent day.

In 1693, there appeared a critical work, formed

on a more comprehenfive plan than is compatible

with the difcuilion of any particular theological

queiUon. It was profeiTedly an inveftigation of the

fenfe and graramaiical conflruction of many paiTages

of fcripture, independently of any fyflem. This

was one of the firft, if not the firft, work of the kind

after the Reformation, It proceeded from the pen

pf a layman of rank and title, whom the editor, for

it was a podhumous publication, charaflerifes as

jGncerely religious, and profoundly judicious as well

as learned. Its title is, " Annotations upon fome

*' difHcult Texts in all the Books of the New
*' Teftament ;" by Sir Norton Knatchbull, knight

and baronet; Cambridge, 1693. ^^ confifts of ori-

ginal and fele£i: obfervations. It had been fairly

tranfcribed, and prepared for the prefs by the author

himfclf; and was a more complete and perfcd

draught, enriched with fupplemental and new re-

marks, as well as a tranllation o^ a Latin work, which

Dr. Thomas Burnet, that different authors, Hartley, Price, and

Biiliop Newton, have maintained, without drawing an odium on

themfelves, that a figurative rather than a real ferpen^ was in-

tended, and that the narrative o( the Fall is founded on hierogly*

phical delineations, or is in great meafure allegorical.

t Birch's Life of TiHotfon, p. 279.
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had been thrice printed at Oxford ; and was offered

to the public as a more ufeful, elaborate, and fuc-

ccfsful cflay in its kind than had been before pub-

iifhed. The defign purfued by the author is to

afcertain the proper fenfe and right ufe of each

ambiguous particle, word., and phrafe, which came
under his fcrutiny ; and to vindicate and elucidate,

by a more plain and accurate verfion, and a more
intelligible and appropriate expofition, the genuine

conflru^^ion of the intricate periods, obfcure tranii-

tions, and perplexing trajeflions, in the pafTages on

which he bcflows his attention. This edition is

Introduced by the Latin preface of the former edi-

tions in that language. Bcnfon and Doddridge

have both referred to thefe *' Annotations," with

expreffions of great refpe6t ; though they have in

the fpirit of liberal criticifm examined, and either

adopted or difcarded the author's critiques, as that

examination of them fuggefted. Sir Norton Knatch-

bull ranks in the lift of principal critics on the New
Teftament affixed by Dr. Harwood to his edition

of the Greek Teftament, and by Archbifhop New-

come to his " Attempt for an improved Verfion of

" the New Teftament." It reflects credit on this

v/ork, and on the acumen and judgment of its author,

that the celebrated Dr. ?Iammond, in the fecond

edition of his Paraphrafe and Annotations on the

New Tefliament, availed himfelf of fome of the

notes, of which, at his requeft, Sir Norton Knatch-

buU had given him the fight in manufcript ; Sir

Norton indeed was encouraged to purfue his critical
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difquifitions, and to publifli them, by Dr. Hammond.
The learned Baronet, while he profelTcd a great

refpefi: for ancient and modern cxpofitors, yet often

differed from both with a becoming and generous

independence of mind, expreffing his wifh to be

allowed, and his difpofition to grant to others,

liberty of opinion.

In the fame year in which this critical workiiTued

from the prefs, Mr. Tong, then a diffenting minifter

at Coventry, and afterwards at Salter's-hall ia

London, well known as the biographer of Mr.

Matthew Henry, and eminent for his own character

and talents as a minifter, attra6led the attention of

the public by " a Vindication of Nonconformity."

In 1689, M^- M' Henry publifhed a fmall *' Difcourfe

^' concerning the nature of Schifm ;*' intended to

clear the diffenters from the obloquy and odium

under which they lay, as charged with that fm. The
defign was to examine the meaning of the word

fchifm in all the places of fcripture in which it is

found, and to fliew that it lignifies uncharitablenefs

and alienation of affe(ftion among chriftians ; and the

concluiion drawn from the enquiry is, that there

may be fchifm where there is no feparatc commu-

nion, and that a fsparate communion may exift with-

out fchifm. This tracl was given to the public at

the perfuafion of Mr. Tong. It called forth fm-

gular and illiberal animadverfions. Mr. Tong took

up his pen in defence of Mr. Henry's ** Brief En-
^' quiry into the nature of Schifm, and the Vindi-

*' cation of it 5 with Refie<5lions upon a pamphlet
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*' called the Review ; and a brief Hiftorical Account

" of Nonconformity from the Reformation to this

" prefent time." 4to.|] The nature of catholic unity,

a term tortured on the one hand to frighten the weak

and timorous, and on the other to reproach the

oppofers of fpiritual ufurpation and tyranny, was

the principal fubje(fi: difcufled in this tra£i:. The

author confidered it in two views; either as political,

in the union of all fmcere chriftians, by f.dth in one

God and one Mediator, unto Chrifl their head ; or

as morale in mutual love towards one another ; from

which principles arifes the conclufion, that none are

out of the unity of the church but thofe who are

deditute of thefe fundamental graces. To affirm

this of proteftant difTenters in general, and merely on

^he ground of their diffent, the author looked upon

as " a piece of diabolifm which the gofpel abhors,

^' and of which humanity itfelf will be afliamed.'-

The remainder of the treatife was defigned to clear

the nonconformifts from the different charges of dif-

obedience to fuperiors, and of indecorum and irregu-

larity as to religious ceremonies and worfhip, in their

exprelTions, gellure, and habit. The vindication of

the nonconformifts agiinft the firfl: charge turned on

three pleas, viz. that bifliops had no power diftin(St

from or fuperior to that of prefbyters by the law

of God ; that the whole jurifdiclion of Englifli

bifliops, and the authority of the canons, was derived

from the civil magiflrate and the laws of the land
;

and that the civil power had left the nonconformiflsj,

H Tong's Life ofMatthew Henry, lamo. 1716, p.aSz.
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at that period, lo their liberty in the caff of confer,

mity, and that therefore no charge of difobedience

to authority lay againil them. The nature and rule

ofdecorum or decency, as connected with any cere-

monies of religion, fome reflecflions on parifh order,

the terms of conformity, the reafons of nonconfor-

mity, and the arguments produced for the impofition

of ceremonies, were the points confidered in reply

to the fecond charge. The nature of fchifm and

other matters came under review ; and the hiftorical

appendix, though fhort, is reprefented to have beea
*^ clear and (trong.":j:

An anonymous churchman at this time had the

candour and liberality to take up his pen in the

caufe of the diffenters, and to plead, by many very

affefling and earned coniiderations, for fuch abate-

ments in matters relative to the ceremonial part of

worfnip, as might obviate the fcruples of fome at

lead, and gain them over to the eftabliflied church,

and prevent the feceflion of others. He particu-

larly recommended, among other akerations, that

the furplice and habits, the fign of the crofs in bap-

tifm, and kneeling at the Lord's fupper, fhould be

dropt or left indifferent. He propofed a review of

the form and method of the liturgy, as partaking

much, in its prefent flate, of the Romifh flamp ;

and whhed the length of it to be confidered. He
fuggeiled the propriety of an alteration of the Atha-

nalian Creed, that '^ the gate of heaven might not

" be made narrower than God had made it ^" and

t Calamy, vol. i. p. 530, 531, sn*
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recommended fuch an order and direction of church

mufic as would prevent men's miflaking the tickling

of the ears for an elation of mind and heavenly rap-

ture. The title of this treatife was " A Plea for

'' Abatement in matters of Conformity to feveral

** Injun£lions and Orders of the Church of England.

" By Irenaeus Junior, a conforming Member of the

*^ Church of England/' 4to. Some of the expoflu-

lations of the author, quoted by Dr. Calamy, are

proofs of the fpirit of the times,. s» while they exprefs

his own juft and generous refentment at it. He
urged, ** that if many earnefl: and repeated promifes

** of perfons in extremity could lay an obligation of

<* performance upon them, to pay their vows when-

*' ever they became folvent, there were many, of no

*' fmall figure or interefl in the church, under no

*' mean tie to find out an expedient and temper to

*^ heal thofe breaches which feveral controverted

*' rites and ceremonies in the church had unhappily

<* occafioned." He reminded the public, " that fome,

*^ who in the height of the florm promifed a candle

*' as tall as their main-mafr, when that was allayed,

'* thought one burnt into the focket too coftly a fa-

** erifice to offer up for the peace and unity of the

*^ church." The author delineated another feature

of the times in the complaint which he brought

forward ; that *' whereas non-refiHance and paiTive

*' obedience had been the univerfal cry of the church,

** and fqueczed till the blood came; the mifchief was,

*' when they had nurd the prerogative till it had
*' flung fome of them, and hifled at all the reft, they
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" prefently let the world fee they never brewed this

" do6lrIne for their own drinking. Then,'* he

added, *^they acknowledged we fufFer juflly ; but
^' what have our brethren done whom we purfued

" with fuch revenge and rage ? Then they confeffed

^' they facrificed the intereft of the church to their

** malice ; but if the dilTenters would forbear to

*' comply with the common enemy, they would do
*^ great things for them whenever they came again

'' into their kingdom. But alas! there is too much
" rcafon," he fubjoined, " to cry out,

" -^grotat daemon, monachus tunc ciTe volebat

;

*< Convaluit daemon, dxmon ut ante fuit.**

** Witnefs that great regret fome of them have
" expreffed againft that kindnefs and favour which
*' the king and two fucceeding parliaments have
** evinced to diffenting proteftants, while they with
*' fury bite the chain which retrains them from
** falling foul on their former prey ; befides their

*' unreafonable ftickle to prevent the lead abate^

*' ment in matters which rcfpeft the ceremonial

*' part of worfliip, a conformity to which goes
*^ with them for the whole duty of a minifler."*

The publications of the period which have been

noticed, related to points of difference between thofe

who were equally attached to revelation as a rule

of faith, worfhip, and difcipline ; and who made

their appeal to the fcriptures as an authoritative and

divine rule. Thefe difcuifions tended to open the

mind, to (limulate enquiry, to exercife fagacity, and

X Calamy, vol. i. p. 53»—535»
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to ftrengthcn the judgment. Bin whild chriflians,

the profefled advocates of revelar ion, were contending

amongfl themfelves on doctrines and ceremonies,

the times were not deflitute of writers, whofe pub/-

lications tended, if they were not defined, to un-

dermine the authoriiy of the fori ptures. Thofe

publications naturally led men alfo to examine the

grounds of their faith ; to elucidate the meaning and

truefenfe of the fcriptures in paifages which appeared

to furnilli (Irong objections to their divine authority;

and to difcrlminate between the genuine do6i:rines of

revelation, and the corruptions of chriitianity : an

employment of the mind, which, after a long night of

ignorance, fuperdition, and error, required patient

enquiry, cool confiderarion, and length of time.

At the beginning of the feventeenth century,

Edward Lord Herbert of Cherbury, held in equal

admiration for his perfon, underftanding, learning,

and courage, with a view to difcard all extraordinary

revelation as ufelefs and unnecelTary, though he

made no attempt to refu:e the evidences of the Jewifli

and Chridian revelations, alTerted the fufficiency,

univerfiiity, and abfolute perfe<51ion of natural reli-

gion ; which he reduced to five articles, viz. that

there is one fupreme God ; that he is to be wor-

fhipped ; that picey and virtue are the principal parts

of his worfliip : that fm, on repentance, will be for-

given ; and that there will be a future (late of

rewards for good, andof punidiment for wicked men**

* Leland'i View of the Delflical Wrkers, ?oI. i. p. 3, 4> Sror

ed. 1798.
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About the time of Lord Herbert's death, Mr.

Thomas Hobbes, of M.ilmihury, publiflied feveral

treatifcs, in which, though they were not dire£lly

levelled againd revealed religion, he advanced prin-

ciples fubverfive of all religion, by deriving it trom

*' the fear of power invifible, feigned by the mind,

*^ or imagined from tales publicly allowed ;" and his

fyffem of ethics had a ftrong tendency to corrupt

the public morals. *' There was," it has been ob-

ferved, " a great difference between Mr. Hobbes and

*' Lord Herbert. This noble writer cocfidered the

'* belief of a future Itate among the common notices

*' naturally obvious to the minds of all men: but Mr.

*« Hobbes grounded it upon other men's f.'-ying,

" that they knew it fupernaturally, or that they

^* knew ihofe who knew them that knew others

" that knew it fupernaturally."*

Thefe writers were followed by Mr. Charles

-Blount, youngefi fon of Sir Henry Blount. This

auihor gave offence to many by feveral publications,

which were viewed as unfavourable to revealed

religion. One was entitled, " Anima Mundi; or,

<* an Hiftorical Narration of the Opinions of the

^' Ancients concerning Man's Soul after this Life,

" according to unenlightened Nature." Another was

" the two firft books of Philoifratus, concerning the

" life of Apollonius Tyanoeus, with philological

<* notes;" written v/ith a defign to oppofe the cha<

ra6ler and miracles of the magician and philofopher

to thofe of Chriff. A third publication in 1683,

* Lel&ndj ut ante, p. 35? 37» 38.



4S0 HISTORY OF THIS C. V%

entitled ^' Religio Laici," was little more than a

tranflatlon of Lord Herbert's treatlfe under the

fame name.

The work which more particularly folicits our

notice as publifhed in the period under our review,

iffued from the prefs in 1693, ^^^^^ ^^^ author's

death, under the care of his friend Mr. Charles

Gildon, afterwards diftingulfhed as a dramatic

waiter, as its editor. This treatife confids of various

fmall trafts, not very fuitable either in fubje£l or

execution to the pompous title which it bore •* nor

all written by Mr. Blount* The firfl is a letter with

his name to it, in vindication of Dr. Burnet's

*' Archasologia ;" fixty-fix pages out of 226 are oc-

cupied with a tranilation by H. B. of the 7 th and

8th chapters of that learned work, with the appendix

on the Brachman's religion ; which, as Dr. Leland

obferves, were very far from being intended to fub-

vert the authority of the Mofaic writings, though

they were defigned to ftate, and to place in a (trong

point of view, the difficulties that attend a literal

interpretation of many pafTages in them. The
next fliort article, ' * a Summary Account of the

"Deift's Religion, addrefled to Dr. Sydenham,"

is to be confidered in connc6lion with another, under

the form of a letter to Charles Blount, efq; with the

fignature of A. W. *' on Natural Religion as op-

*' pofed to Divine Revelation." The writer of thefe

treatifcs advances the fame general principles with

Lord Herbert. He extends, however, the five

* The Oracles of Reafon.
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articles to feven, by defining the worfhip of God

to confift in prayer and praife ; and by adding one

article in afferting the government of the world by

the providence of God ; and another, on our obe-

dience to the rules of right reafon, as conftituting

moral virtue. In the letter to D r. Sydenham from

Mr. Blount himfelf, prefixed to the fird of thefc

trails, there is a remarkable concefiion. '' Undoubt-

" edly," fays he, " in our travels to the other

*' world the common road is the fafeft ; and though

" deifm is a good manuring for a man's confcience,

*' yet certainly if fowed with chriftianity it will pro-

" duce a moft profitable crop."* The next traft

written by Mr. Blount, and addreffed to Mr. Hobbes,

*' as the great Inftruflor of the moft fenfible part of

" mankind in the noble fcience of philofophy/*

exhibits a (hort hiftorical view of the Arians and

Trinitarians, and of general councils, at the time

when thofe fedts divided the chriftiau world, A
fliort eiTay to elucidate the propofition, " that felicity

" confifts generally in pleafure," by Rd. Richard^

fon; another, " Of Beneficence and Gratitude,"

figned Robert Yaxley ; and a third, "Of Fate and

" Fortune," with the fignature Ad. Rogers, follow

each other. Thefe are fucceeded by a letter to the

right honourable the mod ingenious Strephon,

" concerning the Immortality of the Soul ;'* and

by another letter " to the defervedly honoured and

" moft ingenious Major A. concerning the original of

" ihe Jews;'* both written by Mr. Blount. He ap-

* Oracles ©f Reafon, p. 195, ^d p. 87*

I I
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pears in ihc former a flrong advocate for the do£lr'ine

of the immortality of the foul, of the evidence of which

he gives this general flatement :
'' befides, my lord,

" the authority of the holy fcriptures, as alfo the

'' innumerable other arguments which may be de-

«' duced as well from philofophy as reafon to prove

*' the immortality of the foul, together with its re-

*^ wards and puniQiments, (though I determine not

** their duration :) yet there is no argument of

** greater weight with me than the abfolute necef-

*' fity and convenience that it ihould be fo, as well

*' to complete the juftice of God, as to perfect the

'^ happinefs of man, not only in this world, but in

*^ that which is to come/'* In the other letter

Mr. Blount betrays a want of franknefs, and raifes^

fufpicions of his fincerity j for while it confifls of a

long tranllation from Tacitus, relative to the hiftory

of the Jews, and of appeals to Trogus and ancient

Egyptian writers to invalidate the fcripture narrative,

and to fix a fligma on that people as banifhed out

of Egypt for an epidemical fcabies, he aifefis, at the

conclufion, an implicit reverence of " the holy

*' fcriptures, dictated, as every good chrljlian ought to

*' believe^ by the Holy Spirit, as the bed and only

'' hidory on the fubjefl to be relied ouj" and pro-

felTcs to give his friend the other accounts only

for the fake of gratifying curioCty, and to treat them

as " only uncertain accounts of partial authors ;'*

in evident repugnance to the general flrain and fpirit

of this performance. The next effay difcufles, with

* O racks cf Rcafciv P* i*4«
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learning and addrcfs, the qiieflion on the lawful nefs

of marrying, one after another, on the death of the

firft, two fifters. This was written to remove, hut

without fuccefs, the fcruples of a lady, the filler

of hi.^ wife, with whom, after his wife's death, he
became enamoured. .Two more letters to Srrephon

follow : one, in Latin, ftates the thoughts of his

father. Sir Henry Blount, concerning the a£lion of

the foul on the body ; and the other is a difquifition

on the fubverfion of Judaifm, the foundation of

chriftianity, and the origin of the millenaries. The
feveral forts of augury as pra(5lifed among the an-

cients come next under a curfory review. The
regulations of corporations, and the furrenders of

charters, in reference to fome recent tranfaflions,

through a few following pages, are the objects of

Mr. Blount's cenfure. The two fubfcquent eiTays,

« Of a God," and " Of the Materiality of the

*' Soul," were written by Mr. Gildon. The volume

clofes with a tranfl.itioa from Ocellus Lucanus, a

Pythagorean philofopher, on the eternity of the

world, by Mr. Blount's own pen. With the fame

general view to weaken the authority of the Mofaic

account of the creation, there are difperfed through

the work feveral pages together tranilated from the

author of the Hypothefis of the Pras-Adamites ; and

an appeal is repeated in difierent places to the antiquity

pretended to by the Chaldeans and Egyptians, and

ro records and hiilories fet up by the Chinefe, aiTc<5l-

ing a date four or fix thoufand years before the

Mofliic age of the world. The author, who ad-

.112
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vanced the opinion of the exiftence of Prce-Adamites

afterwards renounced the fentiment ; and Dr. Stil-

lingfleet, in his learned work, the Origmes Sacroi^

about thirty years before the publication of the

" Oracles of Reafon," had confidered and difcufled

the queilions concerning the eternity of the world^

and the pretenfions of the Chinefe and of fome

ancient nations to an antiquity fo remote and prior to

the Mofaic a^ra. But Mr. Blount is on thefe points

perfeflly filent, as if the fentiments which he was

fond of advancing had never been controverted. \

'' The Oracles of Reafon'* did not fail to provoke

a reply to the iniinuations which they contained

againfl: revelation. Mr. John Bradley animadverted

upon them in a work, publifhed in London, in 1 2mo.

entitled, *' An Impartial View of the Truth of

" Chriftianity, with the Hiftory of the Life and

" Miracles of Apollonius Tyanasus ; to which arc

" added, fome Refle61:ions on a book called Oracles

'* of Rcafon," Dr. Nicholls, a learned divine, fel-

t Ifaac Le Peyrere^ author of the two fmall treatifes on the

exigence of Prae-Adamites, to reconcile his notion to the authority

of the books of Mofes, maintained that they were records of the

origin of the Jewifii nation, and not of the human race ; and that

Adam was the father of the Jews, not of mankind. His work was

pubhfhed at BrufTels, 1655. Though a proteftant, he was appre-

hended and caft into prifon by the influence of the doftors of the

catholic church, as broaching an error which they confidered as

ftriking at the foundation of revealed rehgion. To recover his

liberty, if not to fave his life, he publicly renounced his opinions.

A recantation under fuch circumflances is fufpicious ; and the fin-

Cerity of it may be doubted. This may be regarded as an apology

for Mr. Blount's pa'.fmg it over without notice.—Lampe Epitome,

Eccles. Hiilor. Ub. \x, cap. xiv. §. 4z. Mofheim, vol iv. p. 394»
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Iqw of Merton college, Oxford, and afterwards

re(51or of Sclfey in SulTcx, in a work under the

the form of " A Conference with a Theiii:,'* left

no material part of the book unanfwered. It is

particularly worthy of notice, that Mr. Gildon,

the editor and the particular friend of Mr. Blount,

gave a ilriking proof, feme years afterwards, that

whatever deference he entertained for the fentiments

of the author, when he brought his treaiife before

the public, he had not facrificed his own judgement

and principles on the altar of partial friendfliip. In

1705, he appeared from the prefs as the author of
" The Deifl's Manual,*' a valuable work, chiefly

taken up in a vindication of the great principles of

natural religion; becaufe he found that they were

either denied, or reprefented as doubtful and uncer-

tain, by many deifts in the circle of his acquaintance;

and that their not admitting natural religion in its

juft extent gave occaflon to fome of their principal

prejudices againO: the chriftian revelation.f

The '^ Oracles of Reafon" can fcarcely be men-

tioned, without reviving, in candid minds, a painful

recolle£lion of the date of its author; who, in a

phrenzy brought on by the inflexible adherence of

the lady whom he was fo defirous of marrying, to

her religious fcruples, fliot himfelf in the head ; a

catan:rophe which humanity will deplore, but which

the experience of life, and the particular circum-

ftances of the cafe lead equity of judgment to con-

fidcr as altogether independent on the fceptical

t Leland's View of the Deiftical Writers, vol. i. p. 4%
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principles oT Mr. Blount. The caufe of the

phren2y, which had fo fatal an efFe^l, fuggefted, it

may be fuppofed to the editor of his pofthumous

work, to take up and purfue the queilion handled

in one of the treatifes comprifed in it, namely, the

lawfulnefs of marrying two fiflers in fucceffion, on

the death of one. The difcuffion of this point oc»

cupies nearly half of Mr. Gildon's preface. The
former part advocates every man's right to exercife

and follow, without rcflraint by human authority,

his own reafon and underftanding in religion, and

in the interpretation of the fcriptures. This is

argued in defence of Dr. Burnet, a tranflation of

two chapters of whofe archizologia^ as we have

noticed, forms part of the *' Oracles of Reafon.'*

With reference to which the author of the preface

obferves, " Let reason be our judge, and we can

'' never fear being cenfured by it for eftablifhing

*' its fovereignty ; nor can the nicefl devotee that

*' hath any deference to reafon deny, but that Dr.
*' Burnet has difcovered more veneration for the

*' great prophet Mofes, by reducing him to that

*' noble flandard of freeing him from all the abfur-

" dities which vulgar apprehenfions have cafl: on
*^ him, than thofe who (lickle them, that involved

*' him in them. In fhort, it is not Mofes but his

" interpreters, that the learned Doctor has expofed;

^* and by confequence it is not that holy lawgiver,

** but the blind bigots of the old abfurd interpreta-

•* lion of him, that we have offended in publifhing

** this in Englifh.'' Mr, Blount's death is not re»
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ferred to in this preface, nor does his name occur.

He is only alluded to feveral times, as the writer's

honoured and learned friend.*

This article has been extended to too great a length.

To proceed : in the next year, 1 694, the attention of

the public was called K) a work, which in a furprifing

manner turned the ar^iument which the diffenters

had (Irenuouily urged againft the eftabliflied church,

on themfc^Ives. It was written by a prelate of

great abilities and learning, an adlive friend to the

Revolution, Dr. William King, then bidiop of

Londonderry, afterwards archbifhop of Ireland.

His treatife was entitled, " A Difcourfe concerning

** the Inventions of Men in the Worfliip of God."

The parts of chriflian wordiip on v/hich the author

infifted. were praifes, prayers, hearing, bodily wor-

fliip, and the Lord's Supper. Plis defign was to

fhew the agreement of the worfhip of the efla-

bliflied church, in thefe inftances, with the precepts

and precedents of the Old and New Tellament

;

* The abore remark is made to correct a ftatement coneern*

ing the tenor and defign of the preface, in two very refpedable

publications, viz. The Biographia Brittanica, and Goadby's Britifli

Biography, under the article of Blount. The former fays, fpeaking

of the " Oracles of Reafon," " in the preface Mr, Gildon gives fome

" account of our author, alfo defends Mr. Blount's manner of

*' dying, and threatens to follow his example;" the latter informs

its readers, that Mr. Gildon ufhered it into the world with a pre-

face *' in defence of felf-murder." On what authority thefe aiTer-

tions are made the writer has no means of afcertaining ; but this ho,

can affirm, that they have no foundation in ths edition of the

** Oracles of Reafon" now before him, which was printed in

London in 1693, and appears t© have been the firft, though it

might not be the ojaly imprefTion of this work.



4(58 HISTORY OF THE C. V.

to convI(^ the dilTenters of departing from both,

and ading on a plan of their own invention. He
charged them with doing this, by not ufmg whole

pfalms and refponfes, and by rejeding mufical inftru-

ments, and fmging the praifes of God in metre

only. He inflanced alfo their rejection of forms

of prayer, and not joining the minifter with their

voice. He urged againfl them that they did not

read the fcriptures in their public aflemblies, or that

the fele£^ion of the leflbns from it was left to the

choice of the minifler. He charged them with

difallowing bodily worfliip ; and he alleged againfl

them that they had no fixed times for the adminif-

tration of the Lord's Supper.

Mr. Jofeph Boyfe, a diifenting minifler in Dublin,

eminent in point of chara61er and abilities, repel-

led this attack in *^ Remarks on the performance

*' of the Bilhop ;" who returned an anfwer under

the title of " An Admonition to the DifTenting

** Inhabitants, &c. of the diocefe of Derry, con-

" cerning a book lately publifhed by Mr. J. B.

^' entitled Remarks." To this Mr. Boyfe replied

in a *' Vindication of the Remarks, Sec/' in 1695,

4to. The Bifliop rejoined in the fame year, in

*' A fecond Admonition to the Diifenting Inha^

" bitants, &c." Here the controverfy clofed.

The bifhop was confidered as mifreprefenting the

diflenters of his diocefe by charges, which, if they

had been jufl in themfelves, did not apply to the

body of diifenters in general, who were known to

]3p free frpm feveral of the faults imputed to tbofe
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of Derry. The event of the controverfy was, that

the dlfTenters being better known to the world thaa

to the bifhop, incurred no lofs of reputation by it

;

nor did his argument leave much impreffion, or

reflc£l any great credit on his own community.*

About the fame time that the difTenters were cen-

fured for introducing many human inventions into

the worlhip of God, by the pen of a prelate in the

filler kingdom, a learned writer of their own body,

Mr. James Owen, of Shrewlbury, undertook to

defend in this kingdom a principal inftance of their

difcipline ; and vindicated the office of a chriftiaa

minifter, as entered on among them, againft the

depreciating views in which epifcopal claims placed

it, in a treatife entitled, *' A Plea for Scripture

*' Ordination.'* This was written to prove the

validity of ordination, by the laying on of the hands

of preibyters without diocefan biQiops, by ten argu-

ments from fcripture and antiquity. The author

argued from this mode of ordination being admitted

as valid in the primitive church, and being fanc-

tioned by examples and precedents in the New
Teflament, A£i:s i. 2, 3, i Tim. iv. 14; from the

identity of bifhops and prefbyters, on the authority

of fcripture, Acls xx. 17, 28, i Pet. v. 12,

Phil. i. I ; and from the conceifion of the Church

of England by the whole clergy in their provincial

alTembly 1537, as appears from " The Inflitution

" of a Chriftian Man,'* fet forth to be preached to

the whole kingdom, by the King and Parliament

;

* Britifh Bipgraphy, vol. tii. p. 3*7 J Calamy, vol. i. p. 54I1 S4J

.
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from the authority granted to prefbyters, and ex-

crcifed by them, to preach and to adminifler baptifm

and the Lord's Supper, a£ls not inferior to ordi-

nation ; from the pra£licc of the foreign reformed

churches; from the praflice of the Church of

England itfelf, in which prefbyters are not only

allowed, but required to join with the bifhop in the

impofition of hands; and from the evident principle,

that being in orders conne^ls with it a power to

confer orders.* It is obvious that the queftion con-

cerning holy orders, and thefe arguments, proceed

on this ground,—that ordination inverts the or-

dained with an authority to exercife facred fun<^ions;

and is not merely a teilimony of refpe<5l and friend-

fliip, but a commendation to the divine ailiflance

and blefling.

This tra£l of Mr Owen produced " Exceptions**

to it from Mr. Thomas Gipps, re£i:or of Bury in

Lancafhire; to which Mr. Owen replied in a

" Defence" of his " Plea," in 1697.

In the year 1695, app^^^-ed from the prefs a pro-

du£lion, of the firfl: excellence as a fpecimen of

didactic theology, and of the firfl: importance as to

its objcfi-, the chrifl:ian religion itfelf, a fubje£l: of

evident fuperiority to any queflion concerning difci-

pline and ceremonies, or even the explanation of

any particular do£lrinal principle ; and it was foon

difcovered to have proceeded from the firfl pen of

the age, though it was anonymous, and the author

• Calamy, vol. i. p. 543 ; Dr, Charles Owen's Life of Mr?

James Owen, p. loi

—

103*
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carried the point of fecrecy fo far as to conceal his

concern in it from his mod intimate friends. This

work was entitled, " I'he Reafonablenefs of Chrift-

*' ianity, as delivered in the Scriptures.*' It excited

much attention, as appears from a letter which its

author, Mr. Locke, wrote to Mr. Molyneaux at

Dublin, defiring to know what people thought of it

there : " for here,'' fays he, *' at its firil coming out

*' it was received with no indifferency, forae fpeaking

*' of it with great commendation, and moll: cenfuring

" it as a very bad book." His friend, in reply,

" informed him that a very learned and ingenious

" prelate fi\id he liked it very well ; and that if

«' Mr. Locke writ it, it was the bed book he ever

" laboured at. But," fiiys he, " if I fliould be knowa
" to think (o, 1 fhould have my lawn fleeves torn

*" from my (houlders." Abroad it was greatly

efleemed by two of the beft divines who were

then living, Le Clerc and Limborch. Le Clerc

pronounced it one of the mod excellent works oa

the fubjc£l: that had for a long time appeared.^

Limborch preferred it to all the fydems of divinity

he had ever read. Soon after its publication it was

tranflated into French and Dutch. But we are in-

formed it was extremely offenfive to the corrupt and

felFifh part of the clergy, both high and low. Its

decline, it feems, militated too (Irongly againft the

foundation of their favourite idols, power and intereft,

inafmuch as it teaches salvation by Christ alone.\

* " Un des plus excellens ouyrages qui ait ete fait depuis long-

temsYur celJe matiere et dans cette vue."

X See the preface to a late edition of this treatifc in xSio. p. i*.
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The principal defign of this treatife is to iliew,

by a review of the Gofpel and the A6ls, that Jefus

Chrift and his Apoftles required nothing of thofe

to whom they preached, as the condition of their

being baptized and acknowledged as converts, buc

faith in Jefus of Nazareth, as the Mefliah ; for the

belief of this article neceiTarily includes a readinefs

to be inftrufled in the hiflory, do6lrine, and com-

mands of this heavenly king ; to receive the truths

fee taught, and to obey the precepts he delivered,

v/hen known and underftood.

This principle the author illuftrated and proved

by a great number of palTages ; but in the difculTion

of his main argument he was lead to treat on feveral

other points, which had not been handled by any

writer before him. The firfl was, the reafon why

Jefus did not, from the beginning of his minidry,

explicitlyand openly declare himfelf to be the Mefliah,

but only by degrees opened his character, till when

near his death, he avowed it without referve. This

caution was pra6lifed on account of the impatient

expectation of a temporal Mefliah, who would deliver

them from a foreign yoke, having been entertained

by the Jews, to prevent a feditious rifing; and to

guard againft his religion being confidered as a poli-

tical fa£lion, inflead of an heavenly do£lrine.

Another point which, in conne6lion with this, the

author illufirates, is the reafon which determined

Chrift to felecl for his difciples and attendants men

of low rank, unlearned and unpraftifed in the wifdom

and ways of the world. Men of higher birth, of
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afpiring genius and enterprize, would have been lefs

fubmillive to the reftraints of caution and refervcj

would hardly have been hindered from whifpering,

at lead to their friends and relations, that their

mafter was the MelTiah ; and would have been too

ready to form fchemes to announce him to the world,

and to enlifl numbers under his ftandard.

It is alfo a fubjefl: of enquiry difcuffed in this

work, whether we are to feek in the epiftles of the

apollles other and new articles of faith, which are

not taught in the gofpels ? The author anfwers in

the negative, and fupports his decifion by many argu-

ments which deferve to be well weighed. There

are many who think with him that the holy fpirit

w^hich the apoftles received, did not inftrudt them

in any new do6lrines, but only enabled them better

to underftand and comprehend thofe which they

had heard from the lips of their divine mailer.*

Several other topics are incidentally touched upon

in this work, that claim the reader's attention ; fuch

as, the nature of juftifying faith, the laws and re-

quirements of the gofpel, the final doom of thofe

who lived before our Saviour's time, and of all the

reft of mankind who never heard of him ; and laflly,

the advantages we have received by Jefus Chrift,

Under this lad head the author takes a fine and cora-

prehenfive view of the excellence and fuperiority of

a fyftera of morals by revelation ; in which he dif-

plays " a vaft knowledge of human nature, an cx-

* Bibliotheque Qhoific, par Le Clerc, torn. ii. p. »88-a9».
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" tenfive acquaintance with antiquity, and a prodi-

** gious fagaciiy and penetration of mind.'*t

Neither the candour of the author, nor the clear-

nefs and ftrength with which he treated his fubjefts

of enquiry, could procure '' The Reafonablenefs of

*' Chriftianity'' a fair hearing. It ahirmed the advo-

cates for the jargon of the fchools and the eftabhlhed

fyflems of theology. " He," it is judly obferved,

*' who has to combat with prejudices fupported by

" bigotry and power, will find the taik difficult.

**^ Some zealous hireling,*' or blind adherent to

fyftems, ^'^ will attack him with the venom of the

*' ferpent, mifreprefent him, and anfwer what he

** has not written. Such treatment did Mr. Locke

*^ receive from Dr. Edwards, a divine of the Church
*' of England, though the fon of a furious prefby-

*^ terian, the author of * The Gangnena,' a curious

** picture of religious opinions and fe^ts of his day."

Dr. Edwards dated various obje^^ions againfl Mr.

Locke's principles, in a defultory manner, encum-

bered with repetitions, in a language that was not

merely low but fcurrilous in the extreme ; and not

fatibfied with the declarations and words of fcrip-

tures, as ambiguous and common to the orthodox

and heretics, he blended with them the decifions

of the father of fchoolmen. Mr. Locke replied in

two vindications of his work, in amailerly manner,

and in language becoming the gentleman and the

chriftian ; and contrary to his antagonid's manner of

t Bcnfon^s Reafonablenefs of the Chriflian Religion, voL ii. p..

3*2^ 3ci edition.
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writing, prefervcd through the whole anfwer a pure

refpeft and attachment both to the words and fenti-

ments of the New Teftament, fcrupuloufly adhering

to them in every inftance.*

" The reafonablenefs of Chriflianiiy'* found alfo

an advocate in a worthy and pious clergyman, Mr,

Samuel Bold, reflor of Steeple in Dorfetlhire; who,

unconnected with its author, and unknown to him,

and embracing the popular fentiments of the times

concerning the deity of Chrift, the do6l:rine of the

Trinity, and other points, and who had before this

fufFered by a legal profecutioa for preaching a fermon

againft perfecution, ftepped forward, with a firmnefs

and laudable liberality of mind in the caufe of free

enquiry and moderation, in vindication of Mr.

Locke's performance, and in an anfwer to Dr.

Edwards, and did not hefitate to pronounce it " one
" of the bed: books that had been publifhed for at

*' leaft fixteen hundred years." Mr. Bold, on whofe

defence the learned Le Clerc pafled an encomium, as

being well and ably written, ingenioufly obferves,

*' Were the * Reafonablenefs of Chriflianity, &:c/ge-

"ncrally read with deliberation, and rightly under-

*' flood, and (what I apprehend to be) its main defign

*' well followed, it would be of eminent ufe, amongfl

" other good purpofes, to tbefe two : iirft, to effect

*^ a hnppy alteration in particular pcrfons ; for if

" more time and pains were employed in bringing

" people to a found conviction and full periuafion

** that Jefus is the Chriji: and onlyfaviour of fumers,

* Bibliothcque ChoUie, p. 304t
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iC and of their own perfonal need of him ; and lefs

'* of each in fquabbling about terms men have de-

'' vifedto exprefs their own conceits^ relating to points

** which Chrifl and his apoftles have deUvered in eafy

'' and unaffedled words, there would not be fuch

*' great numbers every where who pretend to be
'* chriflians, merely becaufe it is the fafhion and
** mode of the country to make that profelTion

;

" but we might, upon good grounds, expe<fl that

** multitudes would be chrijiians upon a rational

*' and wise choice."*

Mr. Locke's work, while Dr. Edwards's Reflec-

tions on it have long fmce been forgotten, maintains

its credit by its perfpicuous reafoning and intrinfic

merit to this day j and a neat and new edition of it

was publifhed, in 1810, by a Society for promoting

Chridian Knowledge and the pra6lice of virtue.

It has alfo a place in Dr. Watfon's, bifliop of Llan-

dalT, valuable " CoUeftion of Theological Trails."

A work which we had occafion to notice as having

fallenunderthecenfureof theConvocation, and which

from this circumflance, as well as from the celebrity

of the author and the peculiar defign of it, attrafted

much attention, namely, Bifliop Burnet's " Expoli-

« tion of the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church

^' of England," was not publiflied till 1699; though

it was drawn up in 1694. The author was firfl

induced to undertake this taflv of giving a clear and

full explanation of the Thirty-Nine Articles by his

* See the preface to the edition of 18 10 ; and Memoirs of Mr
Bold, in the Monthly Magazine for September 1806, p» 15^'
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friend Archbifliop Tillotfon. His Grace's mflu-

ence, it appears, was not fufHcient to overcome the

relu£lance which Bifhop Burnet felt at the propofal

;

till the Archbiftiop engaged the Queen to unite her

commands with his recommendation of the dcfign.

Thefe commands were at firft limited to the articles

that feemed fo entirely to lean to an abfolute pre-

deftination, that fome, upon that account, fcrupled

to fubfcribe them j and the church was reproached

with the condu6l of its minifters, who wereconfidered

as going one way, while the articles looked another.

This point appeared to require to be well cleared.

But her Majefty's directions were afterwards ex-

tended to the whole thirty-nine articles.

" The Expofition," a performance the refult of

great abilities and indefatigable induftry, was begun

and finiftied in lefs than a year ; and fent to Arch-

bifliop Tillotfon, who read it over with great plea-

fure, and an exa£lnefs peculiar to him; corre(5lcd it

with a care that defcended to the fmallefl matters,

and returned it with expreffing his aflonifliment at

the execution of fo vail" a work in fo fliort a time.

It was afterwards perufed and approved by Arch-

bifliops Tenifon and Sharp, Bifliops Still ingfleer,

Patrick, Lloyd, Hall, and Williams, The Queen

and Archbifliop Tillotfon dying after the expofition

was finiflied, fome of his friends advifed the author

to poflpone at leaft the publication^ apprehending,

as he himfelf did, that fueh a work would lay him

open to manyjmalicious attacks. The event, in the

fubfequent proceedings of the lower Houfe of Con-

K K
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vocation againfl it, juflified this opinion. He kept

it by him five years ; at the end of ihis interval, after

it had received new correclions from his revifals of

it, he was prevailed on by the Archbifliop Tenifon,

and many of his own order, to delay the publilliing

of it no longer. His epifcopal rank, and theintereft

which his brethren took in the publication, give us

the key to the oppofition and difcountenance which

the attack made on it by the lower Houfe of Con-

vocation met with from the upper. The unafTuming

manner in which the author introduced his work,

ought to have fcreened it from every malicious

attack, as it recommended it to the attention of the

candid. Modeftly referring to the leflimonies in

• its favour, with which not only his epifcopal friends

but many learned divines had returned the manus-

cript, after a careful perufal, he adds, " yet after

'' all thefe approbations, and many repeated defires

"to me to publilh it, I do not pretend to impofc

*^ this upon the reader as the work of authority,

*' Even our mod reverend metropolitans read it

*' only as private divines; without fo fevere a can-

'' vailing of all particulars, as mud have been ex-

'^ pedled, if this had been intended to pafs for an

'' authorifed work under a public ftamp. In what
^' I have done, I am, as to far the greateft part,

" rather an hiftorian and a collector of what others

" have writ, than an author myfelf. This I have

" performed faithfully, and I hope with fome mea-

'' fure of diligence and exadlnefs ; yet if in fuch a

" variety forae important matters are forgot, and
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*^ if Others are midaken, I am fo far from reckoning

** it an injury to have thofe difcovered, that I will

** gladly receive any advices of that kind ; I will

" confider them ca" efully, and make the bed ufe of

*' them I can, for the undeceiving of others, as foon

*^ as I am convinced that I have mifled them."*

The objeft of the author in this work was to fhew

that the Articles, efpecially thofe on the predefti*

narian controverfy, were capable of the feveral fcnfes

of different doClors ; and that an article being con-

ceived in fuch general v/ords that it can admit of

different and grammatical fenfes, even when the

fenfes given are plainly contrary one to another,

they who afHx different and repugnant fenfes to them,

may each fubfcribe them with a good confcicnce,

and without any equivocation. For the bifhop

was decidedly of opinion, that fubfcription imported

an affent to the articles ; was a declaration of the

fubfcriber's opinion, and not a bare obligation to

filence ; and that the articles were a ftandard of

do£irine, and not merely bonds of union and peace.

But admitting that the articles may have different

fenfes, and on this eround be fubfcribed without

prevarication by thofe who put different conftru6lions

on them, the confeqaence would be that the neceffity

of abolifliing fubfcription on part of the church was

fuperfeded. His lordfhip, after all, it has been

obferved by the author of the Confeffional, had

but a llender opinion of the eife6l of the expedient

he adopted to bring men to a better underftanding

* Preface, edition in 8vo. 1746, p. x. XT.

K K 2
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of one another, and to promote union. *^ The
" fettling on fome equivocal formularies will never,"

fays he, ** lay the contention that has arifen con-

*' cerning the chief points in difference between the

" Lutherans and the Calvinifls,"* This prelate,

it may be obferved, while he attempted to conciliate

all parties, by placing fubfcription on fuch grounds

as he conceived might juftify a fubmiffion to it by

men of difcordant fentiments, yet it appears, did

himfelf entirely difapprovc of it as a condition of

ferving in the Church. For the conclufion to

*^ The Hiflory of his own Times,'* written nine

years after the publication of his Expofition, de-

clared this explicitly and ftrongly ; " the requiring

" fubfcriptions to the thirty-nine articles," he

fays, "is a great impofition I believe them all ^

" myfelf. The greater part fubfcribe without

" ever examining them ; and others do it, though

«' they can hardly fatisfy their confciences about

*^ fome things in them. Churches and focieties are

*' much better fecured by laws than by fubfcrip-

*
' tions ; it is a more reafonable as well as a more

*^ eafy method of government."! This opinion

was not the refuk of late experience, but had been

long entertained by him. More than twenty years

before he wrote the above, when he faw, on his

travels into Switzerland and Italy, how ftrongly the

principal men at Geneva, where he v/as much

efleemed and carefTed, infifled upon " confent of

* Blackburne'* Works, vol. v. p. ai8.

t Burnet's " Hlllory," Tolt n- p. 176.
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** do6lrine," to which they required a fubfcription

from all who were admitted into orders, he em-

ployed all the eloquence he could command to

rcprefent the folly and ill confequences of fuch fub-

fcriptions> and to obtain an alteration in this pracflice.

The force of his argument, the warmth and earneft-

nefs with which he exprelTed himfelf on this head,

and the weight - of his charafter, prevailed ; the

clergy at Geneva were releafed from thefe fub-

fcriptions, and left to punifhment or cenfure only in

cafe of writing or preaching againft the eftablifhed

do6lrine.* This conceifion, though it might afford

fome relief to tender confciences, and be an alte*

ration for the better in the ecclefiailical eflablifli-

ment of Geneva, yet proceeded on the fame

principle as the irapofition of fubfcription, namely,

that of human authority in religion ; it was as real,

though not in an equal degree, a bar to freedom of

enquiry ; and it laid a fnare for many upright minds,

who would efleem it a duty to expofe errors of

do£lrine and pra6^ice as well as to dete<5l them, and

openly to avow the truth as well as to embrace it.

It refle£i:s honour, however, on Dr. Burnet, that

he, not then a dignitary of his own church, and d,

ftranger, could carry a point in a foreign country,

which afterwards he could not, even when a prelate,

attempt at home ; where he was obliged to fatisfy

himfelf with placing fubfcription on an equivocal

ground, inftead of obtaining the abolition of it.

The method adopted by him in his celebrated workj

* Burnet's *' Hiftory," vol. vi. p. 263,



502 HISTORY OF THE C. V.

was not likely to fatisfy every mind. The latitude

of interpretation for which his lordfhip pleaded,

was inconfiflent with the clearnefs and precifion

which are eflential qualities in a flandard of faith ;

it flood in dired contradiflion to the defign exprelTed

in the title of the articles, which is declared to be

*' for the avoiding of the diverfitics of opinion,

«' and for the eflablifliing of confent touching true

" religion 3" and the prelate's explanation of the

nature and end of fubfcrip;ion was only the opinion

of one individual, though a perfon of high rank ;

it was unfupportcd by any authority, by any decla-

ration from the head of the church of England, to

explain or fuperfede the flatute of the 13th of ^een
Elizabeth, which gives the legal authority to the

requifition of fubfcription, and which ena6ls it with

the exprefs defign, not to allow, but to prevent a

diverfity of opinion. This defign can be fecured

only by believing them to be true in one precife

uniform fenfe. On this fubje£l: the judgment of

Biihop Taylor, who wrote before Burnet, carries

convi61ion with it. " He that fubfcribes mufl do it

^* to thofe purpofes, and in that fenfe and fignifi-

*' cation of things, which the fupreme power intends

" in his commanding it." As to that latitude of

interpretaiionj which admits the fubfcribers to afTent

to the fame form of words in what fenfe they pleafe,

" this,*' obferves the prelate, " is the lafl: remedy

" againft the evils and difTiculties arifmg from the

f requifition of fubfcription, but it is the worfl ; it

V liath in it fomething of craft, but very httle of
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*' ingenuity ; and if it can ferve the ends of peace, or

'' of external charity, or of a phantaftic concord ;

" yet it cannot ferve the ends of truth and holinefs,

*' and chriHiian fiinplicity."*

" The Expofition/' however it may be thought

to fail in attaining the end which the author prin-

cipally propofed to himfelf by its publication, is a

monument of his talents and abilities, and deferves

to be regarded as a work highly ufeful to the theo-

logical (tudenc ; as a work compofed on a large and

extenfive plan, on laborious refearches into the

works of the mod learned divines in the feveral

divifions of Chriflendom, begun by this very able

writer, v/hen he filled the divinity profeiTor's chair

at Glafgow, and to which his attention had been

dire61ed for more than thirty years.

It was attacked with great warmth and vehemence,

in '^ A Prefatory Difcourfe to an Examination of
*' the Bifliop of Sarum's Expofition on the Thirty-

" nine Articles;" generally afcribed to Dr. Binckes.

Then came out '^ An Examination of his Expofition

*« of the Second Article ;" by Dr. Jonathan Ed-

wards, principal of Jefus college in Oxford ; this

was followed by '' A Vindication of the 23d Article

*' from his Expofition of it." The Bifliop pub-

lifhed a fiieer, which he entitled, *' Remarks on the

*' Examination of the Expofition of the Second

" Article of our Church ;" and from, the pen of a

friend came, " An Anfvver to the Prefatory Dif-

** courfe j" and " A Defence of his Expofition of

* Blackburne's Works, to], yii. p. 326, 3^3*
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*' the 23d Article'* clofed with a propofal, that thcj

who were fo angry with the Bilhop's Expofition

fliould give the world a better.*

Calamy, vol. i. p. 643^
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CHAPTER VL

BioGRAPuicAL Sketches of eminent
Characters and Writers.

MANY of the miniflers eje£lcd by the Bar-

tholomew ACt, in 1662, lived to hail the

Revolution, and made a confiderable figure in the

reigns of King William and Queen Mary ; and in

different years of that period finifhed their virtuous

and honourable courfe of labours and fuffcrings.

A jufl refpeft has been paid to their names in the

fliort memoirs of them from the pens of Calamy and

Palmer : to whom the reader is referred. But there

is a propriety, without entering minutely into their

hiflory, in taking fome notice of them in this work

according to the chronological order of their deaths.

Among thefe, the firfl who was removed from this

world,

In 1689, was Dr. Obadiah Grew, who had held

the vicarage of St. Michael's, Coventry ; beloved

by all parties, and had in great veneration by the

gentlemen of the county. He difplayed a fmgular

integrity and fortitude of chara£ler in freely remon-

llrating with Lieut.-General Cromwell in pcrfon.
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when at Coventry, on a defign then vifibly on foot

againll the Hfe of King Charles I. and obtained his

promife to endeavour to prevent it 5 of which Dr.

Grew afterwards reminded him by letter. He could

not by any threats be induced to read, on the rifing

in CheOiire, the proclamation againfl Sir G. Booth,

And when the plague alarmed the city, he kept open

the meetings, till he was forced t o remove by the

Oxford A£i:. He was the father of Dr. Nehemiah

Grew, who died March 25, 1711 ; well known for

his *' Anatomy of Plants," and other ingenious

works ; and efteemed for his Ikill in the medical pro-

feilion, his philofophical knowledge, and his piety.*

In 1690, aged 65, died John Collins^ D.D. who
had been vicar of St. Stephen's, Norwich, and forty-

four years a minifter in that city : " a man of various

*^ learning, and excelling as a textuary and a critic;

" and generally edeemed for his great induftry, hu-

*' manity, and exemplary piety." His virtues and

abilities gave him an interefl, notwithftanding his

nonconformity, with many illuftrious and celebrated

perfons. He drew up the Annotations of feveral

books ofPoole's Expofition of the Bible : and befides

many controverfial and pra6tical works, was the

author of a work entitled " The Weaver's Pocket
'' Book, or Weaving Spiritualized," 8vo. formed

on the principle of adapting his devotional and prac-

tical remarks to the ideas and employments of i

people famous for the manufa6lure of (tuifs.J

* Noble's Biographical Hiftory of England in continuation of

Granger, vol. i. p. 331, 232.

:|: Granger's Biographical Hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 306, 307,
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February 7, Mr. John Faldo, aged ^y-, who had

been a chaplain in the array, and had no benefice

when the A61 of Uniformity took place, but was

filenced by it. He became afterwards paflor of a

congregation in London.

In 1691, on June the 26th, aged 63, Mr. John
Flavelly ejecled from the re(Slory of Townftall alias

Si. Clement's, Dartmouth. He was educated at

the Univerfity college in Oxford. His works col-

lected together form two volumes folio, and eight

8vo. diftingulihed by a plain, popular, and tender

(train, and by a ipirit of piety. He adopted the way
of fpiritualizing the common objects and employ-

ments of life in two treatifes, one on the pradice

of " Huibandry " and the other on the art of
*' Navigation." In 1685, f'^veral aldermen of the

town fo forgot the decorum, duty, and dignity of

their office, as to head the rabble in carrying about

a ridiculous effigy of the worthy and excellent man,

to which were affixed the Covenant and the Bill of

Exclufion: on which he withdrew from the town,

under an apprehenfion that fuch infults, counte-

nanced by the magiftrates, might be followed with

injuries to his perfon.§

In December, aged 76, the celebrated Richard

Baxtery fixteen years lecturer at Kidderminfler. The

peculiar traits and contrafts in his chara6ier and

hiflory arc delineated with propriety and energy by

the pen of Mr. Granger j who defcribes him as "a
" man famous for weaknefs of body and (Irength

,
*§ Granger, vol. iii- p. 334»
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" of mind ; for having the flrongefl: fenfe of religion

** himfelfj'and exciting a fenfe of it in the ihoughtlefs

** and the profligate ; for preaching more fermons,

*' engaging in more controverfies, and writing more
** books, than any other nonconformift of his age.

*^ He fpoke, difputed, and wrote with eafe ; and dif-

*^ covered the fame intrepidity when he reproved

** Cromwell and expoflulated with Charles II., as

*' when he preached to a congregation of mecha-

'^ nics/'l He was chaplain to Charles II. and de-

fended the monarchy in a conference with Cromwell.

When government in the year 1672, in the reign of

Charles II. ifTued an order that a yearly penfion of

50I. each fhould be paid to mod of the prefbyterian

minifters, and of lool. to the chief of the party,

Mr. Baxter fent back his penfion, and would not

touch it.'* A rare inftance of difinterefted integrity

and firmnefs. He was interred in Chriflchurch,

London, and his funeral was attended by a number

of perfons of different rank, and by many dignitaries

of the eftablifhed church. His works confifted of

145 different treatlfes.

In 1692, Feb. 15, Mr. Tbomas Ro/ewell ;
pre-

vioufly to the Aft of Uniformity, reftor of Sutton-

Mandeville in Wiltfliire. In 1674 he accepted an

invitation to fucceed Mr. James Janeway at Rother*

hithe; having paffed the intermediate years in feveral

families of rank, particularly in that of Lady Hun^

«[crford. The mofl remarkable event in the life of

this pious worthy was his being arraigned, tried,

t Granger, vol. iii. p. 33Q. * Burnet's Hiftory, vol. ii. p. ;6,
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and convI£led of treafon, on the 23d of Ociober, in

1684, before Lord Chief Juftice JelFcries. He was

charged on the ground of treafonable words uttered

by him in a fermon delivered on the 1 4th of the pre-

ceding September at Rotherhithe. The witnefc

againfl him were three women, common informers

againll conventicles, lewd and infamous perfons,

laden with guilt of former perjuries, who could not

prove by any circuraftance that they were at his

meeting, or that any perfon faw them there on that

day; and yet they fvvore to or two three periods with

fo much exaflnefs, that there was not the fmallefc

variation in their depofitions ; and though they

afFe£l:ed fuch great clearnefs and preciiion as to the

words alleged, they could remember no other pallage

in the fermon, not even the text. Several who
heard it, and fome who wrote it in fiiort-hand, de-

clared that Mr. Rofewell faid no fuch words, nor

any thing to that purpofe. He made a flrong de*.

fence of himfelf, proving his loyalty even in the days

of Cromwell ; and urging that he conflantly prayed

for the king in his family, and had inculcated the

obligations to loyalty in his fermons. '' He offered

" to put the whole upon this ifTue ; that he would
•' pronounce a period as long as that to which they

*' had fworn, with the ufual tone of voice with which
^* he preached, and then leave it to them to repeat

" it if they could." He offered his own notes to

prove the falfehood of the accufation , but no re-

gard was paid to thcfc pleas by the Court, though

his defence was applauded by moft of the hearers.
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and was pronounced by fome gentlemen of the long

robe to be the bed defence made by any man in

ihofe times. The judge, however, conducted the

trial, w^hich lafted feven hours, with vehemence, and

urged the conviction of the prifonerj laying it down

as a firfi: principle, that all preaching at conventicles

was treafonable, and that this ought to difpofe the

jury to believe any evidence upon that head ; fo the

jury brought Mr. Rofewell in guilty : upon which,

Bi(hop Burnet relates, " there was a Ihameful re-

" joicing." The paffing of fentence was poflponedto

the 24th of November. When, in the mean time,

the words on which Mn Rofewell was convidted,

came to be examined by men learned in the law,

they were found not to be treafon by any ilatute.

On this he moved for an arrefl: of judgment, till

counfc! could be heard on that point. Several cir-

cumilances concurred to fecure the fuccefs of this

petition. Sir John Talbot, a gentleman far from

being accounted a friend to diffenters, was prefent

during the trial, and was fo alFe^led by the' mode of

its procefs, that he went imm.ediately from it to the

king, and reprefented to him that he had feen the

life of a gentleman and a fcholar in danger, upon

evidence on which he would not hang a dog ; and

urged it on his Majefty, that if he fuitered him to

die, none of his fubje£ls could be fafe in their houfes.

Before he had withdrawn, J 'idge JeiTeries came into

the royal prefence with an air of exultation and

triumph, and congratulated the king on the convic-

tion of a traitor^ who received the information with
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cxpreffing a concern for the life of Mr. Rofewell,

and an injunftion on the chief juftice to find fome

way to bring him oiF, The king felt aftiamed of

the proceedings, on many other reports made to him

of the witneiTes. He was alfo induced, from particu-

lar refpecl to Mrs. Jame<5, a lady, who, it appears by

the event, had great influence with his Majefty, to

promife his life, when from a convi£lion of the

innocence of Mr. Rofewell, and the injury done him,

llie went to the king and begged it. The attorney-

general had orders to yield to the arreft of judge-

ment. " This,*' Burnet obferves, " was thought
**^ a good point gained, which might turn to the ad-

*' vantage of the fubje^l, to allow that a point of

" law might be argued after convidlion." The

jury foon felt great compun£lion at the verdi£l: which

they had given ; and invited Sir Peter Rich, who
appeared on the trial as the friend of Mr. Rofewell,

the day after it to dine with them at the Swan

Tavern in Old Filh-flreet, to confult what fteps

could be taken to fave his life ^ urging, that if Mr,

Rofewell fuifered, it would be very unjuftly. But

no method of retrieving what was done occurred to

his thoughts.

On the 24th of November, Mr. Rofewell was

brought up to the court to receive fentence, when

he requefted to be heard on the caufes for which he

prayed an arrefl: of judgment. After fome debates

between the bench and the king's counfel, the lord

chief juftice, who now affumed the charafter of an

advocate for the prifoner, fupported his requeft, and
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repeatedly and ftrongly recommended caution and

deliberation where the life of a man was depending

;

and counfcl was affigned to plead on the errors and in-

vali'iity of the indidment. On the 26th and 27th of

November the court met again to hear counfel.

When they had finifhed, the chief juflice again la-

boured to imprefs on the minds of the other judges

fentiments favourable totheaccufed, andobferved that

truly he never had feen an indiflment fo loofely hung

together, and that by their law-books they wtre bound

in cafes of that nature to be counfel for the prifoner ;

and he ftill held it up to their confideration that this

was a cafe in which the life of a man was concerned

:

a confideration which had little or no weight with

his iordfhip on the trial. But he now knew how

the king's mind was difpofcd towards the prifoner*

After all, no motion was made by the attorney-

general, nor did the court come to a decifion ; but

Mr. Rofewell was commanded back to prifon to

wait for a rule of court to bring him up again at

the next term. In the mean time the king granted

a pardon under the great feal ; and as foon as it was

finifhed, his Majefly died. Mr. Rofewell pleaded

it fome few days after, and on giving bail was dif-

charged. It appears, that though the judge on the

trial had intermingled with the examination of wit-

neifes virulent invedlives againft the accufed, and

aimed to prejudice the jury; when Mr. Rofewell

moved by his counfel to arreft the judgment for an

error of form in the records, this fame man not only

advocated the caufc of the prifoner with an appear-
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ance of candour and equity, but forgetting the deco-

rum and gravity to be preferved on the bench,

indulged in levity and jocularity. " He could not
" contain himfelf, but openly rejoiced at the accident,

'' and was tickled with mirth and laughing at the
" king's council. But the ferious obfervation was,"

fays my author, " that after he had urged the pro-
" fecution of Rofewell, and a fault llipt, he fliould

*^ fo merrily difcharge him.''*

It will, it is prefumed, be deemed an agreeable

addition to this narrative, if the fentiments of the

late great ftatcfman, the Right Hon. Charles James
Fox, be laid before the reader. " I have little doubt
" but the account you have feen of Jefferies's con-

" du£l and motive is the true one ; at the fame time

** it mufl be confeffed, that, according to the ac-

" count in the ftate-trials, he ^£tcd his part very

" well ; and the pardon coming after the legal

*' doubts looks rather as if it was given, not to

" let off JeiTeries eafy, but on the contrary to avoid
^^ bringing the king's lawyers to fhame, by expofing

*' the imperfection of their indictment. However,
*' even without this ftory, Jefferies's character is

*' fuch that one cannot for a moment believe his

" having done right, but v/ith forae crooked motive*

*' I have read before, I know not where, an account,

*' without the name of Talbot, fomething iimilar to

* Life of Sir Francia Dudley, lord keeper, yol. ii. p. 107 ; Rofc-

weli's Life and Trial, p. 54, 58, 59,63 ; Trial, p. 63, 84, 85, 86,

100, 105, et alibi, p. 346, 250, 25a, and p.3*3 j Burnet, ToKii.

p. 444—446.

L L
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** that which you cite ; and I think it the more
*' likely, becaufe Charles II. had a very good and
** quick underftanding, cfpecially in regard to mat-
*' ters which were ridiculouily abfurd, as the evi-

*' dence againft Rofewell is."*

By a warrant dated 28th May 1687, iffned by

King James, Mr. Rofewell and his fureties, he in a

bond of 500I. and they in one of 2000I. were dif-

charged from their bail. After he had received

the king's pardon, he immediately returned to his

miniftcrial work ; though for the fake of his bail

he carefully kept within the limits of the law : but

after the indulgence was granted, he refumed his

charadler in an open and public manner ; and with

great affiduity and diligence difcharged its duties to

a very numerous congregation for feven years after

his honourable acquittal, in the enjoyment of a

• A Letter with which the author was honoured, 3d May tSozr

in reply to one which he wrote to Mr. Fox, in confequence of 1 me
enquiries communicated to him from the Hon. Gentleman, re-

lative to the account of the circuit of Judge Jefferies, in the

" Hiftory of Taunton," chap. ix. p. 109, &c. It feems to have

efcaped the attention of Mr. Fox, that the pardon came too late

to fave the reputation of the king's counfel, as the imperfedions of

the indidment had been previoufly pleaded in arrell of judgment;

and it is prefumed that in his.approbation ofJefferies's condudl:, Mr.

Fox refers to the part he took in favour of the piifoner. After the

author had written the above narrative of Mr. Rofevvell's cafe, he>e-

ferred to Neal's Hiftory, where he found, though he did not

recolle(ft ir, the nroceedings had been ftated ; but he trulls that

from the nature of them, and the n-ew matter which he has been

able to furniih, no apology is neceffary to juftify the appearance of

the narrative agaifi ii this work. The account without tlie name of

Talbot, to which Mr. Fox alludes, war. the ftate of this atfair given

by Bifiiop Burnet in hisJ* Hiftory of his own Times,"
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great meafure of health, till his lafl ficknefs, (the

cScdi of a cold caught at the funeral of Mr. Baxter,)

which terminated his life at the age of 62, on Feb.

13th, 1692. It deferves to be mentioned to the

honour of two clergymen, his contemporaries, and

as teftimonies of the opinion entertained of his in-

nocence, and the efteem In which his chara£ler was

held, that one of them, Mr. Meriton, minifler of

St. Nicholas Cole-Abbey in Old Fifti-ftreet, pub-

licly prayed for him in the church during his im-

prifonment ; and the other, Mr. Jekyll, of the New
Chapel at Weftminller, frequently vifited him in the

Gatehoufe. Many hundreds of people attended the

funeral from Draper's Hall, whence he was carried

to interment in Bunhill ; and in the fpirit of that

union which had been lately formed between the

two denominations, his pall was fupported by three

prefbytcrian and three independent miniflers.*

On the 1 6th of November 1692, died Mr. Rich.

Steel, eje£l:ed from the living of Hanmere in Flint-

fliire, and during his refidence there the intimate friend

of the excellent Mr. Philip Henry. He was born

near Nantwich in Chefliire, on the loth May 1629 ;

ftudied feveral years in St. John's college, Cam-

bridge ; and was afterwards incorporated into the

univcrfity of Oxford. The difficulty in refpecfl to

conformity which prefled on his mind with peculiar

weight and ferioufnefs, was that the publication of

the book of common prayer, to which the AR of

Uniformity required a declaration of unfeigned

* Life, p. 66—68, 72, r3» 76.

L L 2
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affent and confent, had been fo deferred, that he

had not feen nor could fee it before the A61 took

placc» This was the cafe with many others.

Before and after this Mr. Steel met with much

trouble, and was haraffed by vexatious proceedings

againfl: him on the account of his nonconformity.

About 1667, he removed from London, where he

afterwards gathered a congregation, which affembled

for divine worfliip in Armourer's Hall in Coleman-

ftreet. His principal works were, i
. '' An Antidote

•' againft Diftra£lions in the Worfhip of God ^"

written ia prifon, and which went through feveral

impreiEons. 2. " The Tradefman Calling ;" one

of the treatifes given away by the Society for pro-

moting religious knowledge.*

In 1694, on the 15th of July, at the age of 83,

Mr. Thomas Gilbert, B. D. of Edmund's Hall,

Oxford, cjefted from Winchenden in Bucking-

hamfliire, finiflied his courfe. He was efteemed as

a man of extraordinary acutenefs and an excellent

fcholar j who was perfe6lly familiar with all the

fchoolmqn, and yet took great delight in poetry,

and was himfelf a good Latin poet. It is related of

him, that on a particular occafion when he was in

company with Dr. South at Oxford, and fome emi-

nent characters of the Univerfity, the converfation

turning on fome Arminian points, and Mr. Gilbert

maintaining that the predestination of the Calvin ids

did neceflarily follow from the prescience of the

Arminians, Dr. South challenged him to prove that

* Wilfon's Hiftory of Diflenting Churches, vol. ii. p. 448—457

•
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afTcrtlon, engaging in that cafe to relinquifli his

Arminian fentiments. Mr. Gilbert undertook to do

it, and managed his argument and opponent in a

way that was highly pleafmg to the company, and

fatisfa(flory and convincing to the Dodlor, who
became and continued to the lafl a zealous aflertor

of predeftination. It fnould feem, that though Mr.

Gilbert was on this head a Calvinift, he was not fo on

every queftion connected with the Calvlniflic fyflem;

for among his publications was a fmali Latin traft

" on the poffibility of pardon without a fatisfa£tion;"

in anfwer to Dr. Owen's " Diatribe de Divina

" Juftit'a/' It refledls honour on his memory, that

at Oxford, where he fpent the latter part of his life,

he met with great refpefl from thofe who were able

judges of real worth ; Dr. Hall, bifhop of Briflol,

Dr. Bathurft, Dr. Jane, and others.*

The next year, 1695, clofed the fufFerings and

lives of three others of the pious worthies, Mr.

Robert Billio, Mr. Henry Newcome, and Mr.

Richard Mayo.

Mr. Robert Billio^ of Trinity college, Cam-

bridge, ejected from Wickham, near Maiden in

EiTex, died on April 19, aged about y^. He was

a zealous, fervent preacher, whofe plain and metho-

dical fcrmons, expreflive of the earneftnefs witU

which he fought the glory of God, and the

holinefs and falvation of his hearers, fhewing him

to be the good man. and uttered with a ftrong voice,

were heard with great efFe£l on the minds of his

* Palmer, vol.i. p. %4$.
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hearers, and were very ufeful in promoting the ends

which he had in view. He was wonderfully pre-

ferved in feafon of perfecution ; and once narrowly

efcaped being taken, as he was preaching at the

houfe of Ifrael Mayo, cfq; at Bayton near Hertford,

by being conveyed into a garret, and covered in a

dark hole with billets.

On the 8th of September terminated the life and

miniflry of Mr. Richard Mayo^ in the 64th year of

his age ; who, before the Ad: of Uniformity, held

the vicarage of Kingflon-on-Thames in Surry
y

and during his refidence in that town had preached

for fevcral years to crowded auditories a weekly

Je£ture in Whitechapel Church, London, with more

than ordinary animation and zeal. After his fecef-

fion from the eftablilhment, he experienced a variety

of changes ; till, towards the latter end of the reign

of Charles II. he became the paftor of a large and flou-

rifhing congregation at Buckingham-houfe, College

Hill, which afterwards ere£i:ed the prefent meeting-

houfe in Salter's Hall, London, where he was many

years an ajGFeflionate and ufeful preacher. His fermons

were derived from the text, and were diftinguiflied

by clearnefs and method. He was a man of great

learning and ingenuity, and well ikilled in polemical

and practical divinity 5 a friend to peace and union.

Sincerity and prudence marked his condu£l, and an

excellent fweetnefs of temper ran through his de-

portment ; and his unwearied zeal was not checked

by any difcouragemcnis. " His end was like the
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*' light of the evening when the fun fettcth, an even-

** ing without any clouds."*

On the 20th of the above month, Mr. Henry

Newcombe^ M. A. of St. John's college, Cambridge,

where he had made great proficiency in philofophy

and theology by a clofe attention to fludy, and who
had heartily appeared with Sir George Booth in

the interefts of Charles 11. was cafl out of the living

at Manchefler; and afterwards, by the Oxford Act,

forced to remove into Ellenbroke. He fubfequently

returned, when he could do fo with fafety, to his

family and flock, and preached privately, till under

more aufpicious times he could procure a licence for

a place of worfliip. At length a (lately chapel was

built by his congregation ; but he had not long

preached in it before he was removed by death, in

the 68th year of his age. He kept up an amicable

correfpondence with many conformmg clergy. His

mind was enriched with a large flock of folid learning

and knowledge. His temper was fincere, candid, and

generous. His deportment was grave, yet fweet

and obliging. An inartificial humility veiled and

adorned his other excellencies. His charity to thofe

who differed from him was accompanied with great

veneration for their worth. As a preacher he

excelled in a natural eloquence not eafily imitated

by others, and in a happy way of infmuating him-

felf into the bofoms of his hearers, whofe only regret

was that the fermon mufl foon be at an end. An
* Mr. Taylor's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Mayo, p. 26, 27, 29 ;

Wilioii's Hiftory of DiiTenung Churches, vol. ii. p. 10.
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eminent divine on hearing him once faid, " if I had
'' this man's tongue, I could not help being proud of

** it.'* His attachment to the royal family was ex«

preffed by a fermon on the reftoration of Charles II.

entitled "Ufurpation defeated, and Davidreftored."*

Two men of eminence in the lift of cje£led mi-

nifters were called to their reward in the year 1696,

Dr. Sa7nuel Anne/ley^ and Mr. Philip Henry.

The name of Dr. Samuel Annejley, born at Kennil-

worth near Warwick, A. D. 1620, of noble family

connexions, being firfl coufm to Arthur Anneiley,

earl of Anglefey, and lord privy feal in the reign of

Charles II. will be tranfmitted down in the pages of

ecclefiaftical biography as that of the maternal grand-

father of the celebrated Mr. John Wefley. When
he was fifteen^, he was admitted a ftudent in Queen's

college, Oxford, where at the ufual periods he took

his degrees in arts. In 1644, he became chaplain to

the Earl of Warwick, the admiral of the Parliament's

fleet. By his intereft with perfons in power he ob-

tained the valuable, living of Cliff in Kent. In

1648, he was honoured by the Univcrfity of Oxford,

at the inftance of Philip earl of Pembroke, w^ith

the title of do£lor of laws. In the fame year he

refumed his (tation at fea as chaplain to his patron

the Earl of Warwick, who was employed in giving

chace to that part of the Englifh navy which went

over to the prince, afterwards Charles II. In 1662,

he was elc<f^ed minifter of St. John the Evangelift in

London, by the unanimous votes of the inhabitants,

* Palmer, toI. ii. p. 98.
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In 1652, he was nominated by Oliver, lord-prote6lor,

Ie£lurer in St. Paul's. In 1660, after three prefent-

ations, firft by the Protector Richard, then by the

trudees for the maintenance of minifters, and laftly

from King Charles II. the mod legal and fecure

title, he was fixed in the vicarage of St. Giles's, Crip-

plegate. From this living he was ejected for noncon-

formity, on Bartholomew day 1662. Upon the

indulgence in 1672, he licenfed a meeting-houfe in

Little St. Helen's ; where he continued thcpaltor of

a flourifliing congregation till his death. After the

feceffion ofDr. Bates and Mr. Howefrom the Pinner's

Hall lecture, he was chofen one of the le£lurers with

them on the eflablifhment of a new le£lure at Salter's

Hall. On the death of Mr. Cafe, the chief manage-

ment of the morning lecture, of v/hich he had been

the main fupport, with his own confent devolved

upon him. Several minifters, whofe ufefal labours

the church would not otherwife have enjoyed, owed

to him, principally if not folely, their education or

fubfiftence. By his ufeful a61ive exertions preaching

was introduced into many obfcure and benighted

villages. The poor looked to him as their common
father. He expended a confiderablc fum in the

diflribution of bibles, catechifms, and other ufeful

books. He pofTeffed a good paternal eftate ; and

devoted the tenths of all falaries and incomes, before

any part was fpent, to charitable purpofes. His

character was drawn in few but exprefllve terms

by Mr. Baxter, as that of " a mofl fincere, godly,

^' and humble man. ' His retrofpc<5l in his lad
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ficknefs, was fatisfa^ory, ferenc, and confolatory,

«' Bleffed be God," faid he, " I have been faithful

^^ in the work of the miniftry above ^^ years."*

On the 24th of June in the fame year, died, at the

age of fixty-five, Mr. Philip Henry^ a name of great

celebrity in the annals of Englilh nonconformity.

The life of this pious worthy, written by his fon,

and of late years republiftied by Mr. Job Orton, is

well known. It was a favourite piece of biography,

with the late Sir James Stonhoufe, who bears tefti^

mony to the merit of the fubjeft of it as " an ex-

" cellent man.*' It does honour to the work itfelf,

and to the virtues of the charader it exhibits, that

a dignitary of the church has introduced it at full

length into the valuable biographical colleftion, with

which he has favoured the public, and enrolled the

name of Mr. Philip Henry, with fome of the firft.

characters that have bleffed the world, and been the

glory of England.! Another hiftorical biographer

and a clergyman, fpeaking of Mr. Henry's refufmg

10 conform, fays, " his non-compliance was a great

•* injury to the church, for he was eminently qua-

" lifiedas a divine, a fcholar, and a gentleman, for

** one of its mini{lers."|

In the next year, 1697, the caufe of noncon-

formity loft the a61ive exertions of three other

minifters, who had been its advocates and ornaments.

One of thefe was Mr. Nathaniel Vincent, who died

* Palmer, vol. i. p. 104, 106; Wilfon, vol. i. p. 365, 370.

t Wordfworth*s Ecclefiaftical Biography, 6th vol. 8vo. iSio*

X Granger's Biographical Hiftory of England, vol. i. p. 124.
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on the 22d of June, aged 53 ; fo fudden and violent

was the attack of illncfs which carried him out of

life, that he had leifure only to exclaim with deli-

berate pathos and devotion, " I find I am dying ;

*' Lord, Lord, Lord have mercy on my family

" and my congregation !" He was the fon of a

pious minifter, Mr. John Vincent. Such was the

early pregnancy of his genius, and fo retentive was

his memory, that he ufed, at feven years of age, to

repeat the fermons of his father in the family on

the evening. He became a member of Magdalen

college, Oxford, in the eleventh ^^ar of his age

took the degree of Mafter of Arts, when he was

about eighteen ; preached as a ledlurer at Pulborow

in Effex, before he was twenty ; and at twenty-one

he was ordained, and fixed as redlor of Langley

Marfh in Buckinghamihire, from which place he

was eje£led. '' He foon became," Mr. Granger

obferves, " a very noted preacher and writer ; and
" as he was one of the mod affiduous, fo he was
" alfo one of the moft unfortunate," rather itftiould

be faid, mod haralTed and perfecuted, " of his

" nonconforming brethren." He once efcaped an

imprifonment of three years, to be followed with

banilhment, on an A£l of the 25th of Elizabeth, by
a flaw in the indictment. After his cje£lment he

fpent a few years in a private family, and then, foon

after the great fire, he removed to London, and

preached to multitudes amidft the ruins ; where

undoubtedly the awful fpe£tacle before him and his

hearers, would much add to the cffefl of his ferious
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and fervent addrelTes. The confcienccs of many

were awakened, and a refpe£lable congregation was

formed under his miniftry in Southwark. It is

related of him, that he fcarcely entered into any

company, but he was like a box of precious oint-

ment, and left fome fweet perfume from his heavenly

difcourfe after his departure,*

About a month after Mr. Vincent, on the 28th

July, died Mr. Nathaniel Mather^ eje£led from

Barnftaple in Devon, thefecond fonofMr. Richard

Mather, an eminent puritan divine, who was twice

fufpended for his nonconformity, and to avoid fuch

harafling proceiTes, removed to America in 1635,

" leaving the fair fields of his own country for the

*' obfcure places of the wildernefs." He fettled as

the paftor of a congregation at Dorchefter, Augufl

23d, 1636 ; in which conne6lion he continued till

his death, April 22d, 1669, in the 73d year of his

age, leaving a name and a family of great celebrity

in the northern part of the weftern continent. His

fon, of whom we are fpeaking, was only five years

old when his father emigrated to New England,

where of courfe he received the firft rudiments of

clafTical and academical learning, and became a gra-

duate of Harvard college in 1647; but he finifhed

his (tudies in England. His firft preferment was the

living of Harberton, near Tiverton, in Devon ; and

in 16^6, Oliver Cromwell prefented him to that of

Barnftaple in the fame county. On his ejectment

* Granger's Biographical Hiftory, vol.iii.p. 318 ; Mr. Nathaniel

Taylor's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Nathaniel Vincent, p. 24, ad.
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he went into Holland, and fettled as a minifler at

Rotterdam, and then returned to London^ and in

1 67 1, on the death of his elder brother Mr.

Samuel Mather, he fucceeded him as pallor of a

congregation in Dublin. In 1688, he became

paftor of an independent congregation in Paved

Alley, Lime-^reet, London, and was chofen one of

the ledurers at Pinner's Hall. He died in the 68th

year of his age, having difcharged the duties of the

miniflry with diligence and fidelity for forty-feven

years. A Latin infcription on his monument in

Bunhill fields delineates his talents, endowments,

and virtues, and perpetuates his name with ho-

nourable praife. Dr. Watts alfo paid a tribute of

rcfpe£l: to his charadler, in a very dcfcriptive epitaph,

in his lyric poems. In his miniftrations he had the

facred art of concealing the man, that God alone

might be feen and exalted ;
" In facrae funflionis

" exercitiis arte pia celavit honiinem^ ut folus con-

^^fpiceretur Deus,^'*

In SepLember 1697, died Mr. 'Thomas Cole, M.
A. ejedled by the King's commifiloners, 1660,

from St. Mary's Hall, Oxford, where he became

principal in 1656, and tutor to fome who afterwards

were diftinouiihcd as divines in the church of Ens:-

land, or as eminent fcholars, and particularly to the

great Mr. Locke. He was the fon of Mr. William

Cole, a gentleman of independent fortune in the

city of London, where he was born in 1627. He
received his clafiical education in Vv'^eftminfler,

* Palmer, vol. i, p. 339 ; "Willbo, vol. i. p. ajz.
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whence he was eledled ftudent of Chrifl-Church,

Oxford. After his ejedment, he opened an aca-

demy at Nettlebed in Oxfordiliire. He then

removed to London, and was the paflor of an inde-

pendent congregation, gathered daring the protec-

torate of Oliver Cromwell, which removed its

meetings to different places^ and during I 'is connection

with it affembled firO: in Tallow-Chandlers' Hall,

then in Pinner's Hall, and laftly in Lorimer's Hall,

Mr. Cole was afterwards defied one of the Tuef-

day's le£lurers at Pinner's Hall ; and in that relation

he took an a6live part in the controverfy concerning

what was called the Neonomian doftrinc, which he

oppofed with flri£l integrity and fteady zeal, under a

firm perfuafion of the truth and importance of the

views that he entertained on the queflions in debate.

His name is tranfmitted down as that of a man of

good learning, of polite manners, of a mod inno-

cent and fpotlefs life, and ofeminent virtue and piety.

The converfations which he had with fcveral friends

in the profpe£l: of his approaching end, evinced a

moil tranquil and happy frame of mind ; and the

fentiments which he occafionally uttered on rifmg

incidents were remarkably expreffive of ferenity,

refignation, and hope. "Upon its being remarked to

him, that he was ileepy ; he replied, " I fliall fleep

*' quickly, and awake in everlalling day. Ere long

" my days and nights will be all one. The appre-

'' henfion that faith gives of a better life, is my
*' comfort. As for my going, God can make it

*' no lofs to you. He can fet on and take off his
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*^ workmen, as He pleafes." On enquiring what

time it was, he added, " Time pafleth into eternity,

'* we live but dying lives in the body, till death is

" fwallowed up of life. I long to be immortal.*'*

In the year 1698, on March 25, died Mr. Matthew
Barker^ M A. of Trinity college, Cambridge, a

man of confiderable learning, great piety, and

univerfal candour and moderation ; cjecled from

St. Leonard, Eaflchcap, London. He wrote the

annotations, in Pool's Continuation, on both the

Epiftles to the ThelTalonians. A reflection on the

(late of his mind, on the weekly return of his public

miniflerial fervices, which occurs in a MS. account

of himfelf, is an amiable and (hiking exprefTion of

his diffident and pious folicitude in the difcharge of

them. ** I am commonly more humbled and troubled

" in ray mind on a Lord's day than on any other

*' day of the week, through the fear of my failings

** in the work of the rainirtry."t

In the Gourfe 0^ the next year, 1699. two perfons

of peculiar note, as nonconformiit miniRers finifhed

their courfe. One of ^hefe, who died on the 14th

July, reputed one of the befi orators and politefl

writers of his age amon-^the prefbyterians, at one

time chaplain to Charles il " much a IchoL.r, much
** a gentleman, and no lefs a chriftian," as Mr.

Granger delineates his chara£ler, was William Bates

^

D. D. born 1625, and eje£led from St. Dunftan's in

* Wood's Athenae Oxonienfes, vol. ii. p. 775 ; Wiifon, toI.

Hi. p. 79, 89 ; Palmer, vol. ii. p. 193$' 196.

t Palmer, vol. iJ p. lai.
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the Wefl:. He v;as the friend of Archblfliop TII-

lotfon, by whom he was greatly cfteemed both for

his learning and good temper. '' His abilities,"

fays the writer jufl quoted, " qualified him for the

*' highcft dignities in the church ; and it is certain

" great offers were made to him, bat he could never
'' be prevailed with to conform/* He publifhed,

befides various theological and pra£lical works, a

biographical one, entitled, " Vitse fcle£i:se aliquot

'^ virorum ;" which is principally a colleftion.*

The other ejected minifter, who, at the age of 70,

died on the 1 6th of October, this year, the author

of feveral fmgle fermons, and of a trad of celebrity,

and efleemed an excellent performance, entitled

*« The Almoft Chriftian," was Mr. Matthew Mead^

whom the Bartholomew Mi difpoffeffed of the Hving

of Stepney, near London. He afterwards, upon

the liberty granted to the diffenters, colle£led a

congregation in this place, and built a fpacious

meeting, the four large pillars in which were a pre-

fent from the States of Holland. He was defcended

from a good family in Buckinghamiliire, long an

eminent preacher, of confiderable fame as a cafuift

and a writer, and derived honour to his name from

the great eminence of his fon, as a fcholar, as a

patron of learning, and as a phyiician ; who for

many years attended on George II. in that pro-

feffionalcharaficr. Mr. Mead, among other innocent

perfons, was accufed as an accomplice in the Rye-

Houfe plot, but was acquitted, on a full vindication

* palmer, vol. i. p. loi, 6cc. 5 Granger, vo!. iii. p. 304—-5.
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of his Innocence by Charles II. when he was

heard on the charge before the privy council.

He was a gentleman and a fcholar, and a mod
excellent preacher, according to the grateful tef-

timony of refpe£t paid to his name and memory by

one who had been his ward.*

* Palmer, vol. ii. p. 185; Granger, vol. iii.p. 33»i 333; Peirce's

VindiciitioQ of the DiiTeDters, part i. p. 25S.
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NUMBER I. to Page 11.

The Case of the Pi^otestayit Disscniei^s represented

and argued. By Mr, John Howe»

THEY are under one common obligation with the

reft of mankind, by the univerfal law of nature, to

worftiip God in aflemblies.

Men of all forts of religions that have ever obtained in

the world, Jews, Pagans, Mahometans, Chriftians, have

in their pracSlice acknowledged this obligation. Nor can
it be underftood how fuch a pradice fliould be fo univerfal^

otherwife than from the di6l:ate and impreflion of the

univerfal law.

Whereas the religion profefTed in England is that of
reformed chriftianit}^, fome things are annexed to the

allowed public worfhip which are acknowledged to be no
parts thereof, nor in themftlves neceffary; but which the

diffeniers judge to be in fome part linful.

They cannot, therefore, with good confcience towards

God, attend wholly and folely upon the public worfliip

which the laws do appoint.

The fame laws do ftrictly forbid their afTembling to wor-
fhip God otherwife.

Which is, in effect^ the fame thing as if they who made
or fliall continue fuch laws, fhould plainly fay, if you will

M M 2
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not confent with us In our fuperadded rites and modes

againft your confciences, you fhall not worfliip God ; or

if you will not accept of our additions to the chriftian

religion, you fhall not be chriftians ; and manifeftly tends

to reduce to Paganifm a great part of a chriftian nation.

They have been wont therefore to meet however in

diftinct aflemblies, and to w^orfhip God in a way which

their confciences could approve; and have many years

continued fo to do, otherwife than as they have been

hindered by violence.

It is therefore upon the whole fit to enquire,

S, 1. Whether they are to be blamed for their holding

diftinct meetings for the worfhip of God?

For anfwer to this, it cannot be expe($)ted that all the

controverfies (hould be here determined, which have been

agitated about the lawfulaefs of each of thofe things which

have been added to the chriftian religion and worfliip

by the prefent conftitution of the church of England,

But fuppofing they were none of them limply unlaw-

ful, while yet the mifinformed minds of the difTenters

could not judge them lawful, though they have made it

much their bufinefs to enquire and fearch; being urged

alfo by fevere fuflerings, which through a long traft of

time they have undergone, not to refufe any means that

might tend to their fatisfaction; they could have nothing

elfe left them to do than to meet and vvorfhip diftindlly

as they have.

For they could not but efleem the obligation of the

univerfal, natural, and divine law, by which they were

bound folemnly to worfhip God, lefs queftionable than

that of a law, which was only poiitive, topical, and

human, requiring fuch and fuch additaments to their

worfhip, and prohibiting their worfhip without them.
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The church of England (as that part affect* to be

called) diftinguifhed from the reft by thofe additionals

to chriftian religion, (pretended to be indifferent, and fo

confeffed unneceffary) hath not only fought to ingrofs to

itfelfthe ordinances of divine worfhip, but all civil power.

So that the privileges that belong cither to chriftian or

human fociety are inclofed, and made peculiar to fuch

as are diftinguifhed by things that in themfelves can fig-

nify nothing to the making of perfons either better

chriftians, or better men.

2. 2. Whether the laws enjoining fuch additions to

our religion, as the exclufive terms of chriftian worfhip

and communion, ought to have been made; when it is

acknowledged on all hands the things to be added were

before not necefl'ary; and when it is known a great

number judge them finful, and muft thereby be reftrained

from worfhipping the true and living God ?

yi. The queftion to any of common fenfe anfwers

itfelf. For it is not put concerning fuch as diffent from

any part of the fubftance of worfhip which God hath

commanded, but concerning fuch additions as he never

commanded. And there are fufficient tefts to diftinguifh

fuch diffentcrs from thofe that deny any fubftantial part

of religion, or affert any thing contrary thereto. Where-
fore to forbid fuch to worfhip that God that made them,

becaufe they cannot receive your devifed additions, is to

exclude that which is neceffary, for the mere want of

that which is unneceffary. And where is that man that

will adventure to ftand forth, and avow the hindering of

fuch perfons from paying their homage to the God that

made them, if we thus expoftulate the matter on God's
behalf and their own? Will you cut off from God his

right in the creatures he hath made ? Will you cut off
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from them the means of their falvation upon thefe terms ^

What reply can the matter admit?

Tis commonly alleged that great deference is to be paid

to the laws, and that we ought to have forborne our alTem-

blies, till tbe public authority recalled the laws againfl:

them : and we will fay the fame thing, when it is well proved

that they who made fuch laws made the world too.

And by whofe authority were fuch laws made ? Ts th^re

any that is not from God ? And hath God given any

man authority to make laws againft himfelf, and to de-

prive him of his jiift rights from his own creatures?

Nor if the matter be wellfearched into, could there bei

fomuch as a pretence of authority derived for fuch pur-

pofes from the people, whom every one now acknowledges

the firft receptacle of derived governing power* God
can^ it is true, lay indifputable obligations by his known

laws upon every confcience of man about religion or

any thing elfe. And fuch as reprefent any people can,

according to the conftitution of the government, make
laws for them about the things they entruft them with;

but if the people of England be afked, man by man, will

they fay they did entruft to their reprefentadves their

religion and their confciences, to do with them what they

pleafe ? When it is your own turn to be reprefented by

others, is this part of the truft you commit ? What Dr.

Sherlock* worthily fays concerning a bifliop, he might

(and, particularly after, doth) fay concerning every other

man, he can be no more represented in a council than

at the day ofjudgment: every man's soul and con-

science must be in his own keepingy and can be represented

hy no 7nan.

it ought to be confidered that chrillianity, wherein it

iuperadds to the law of nature, is all matter of revelation.

And it is well known that even among pagans, in the

* Vindication of fome Proteftant Principles, &c. p. 5a.
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fettling rites and infthutes of religion,* revelation was

pretended at leaft, upon an iraplied principle that in fuch

matters human power could not oblige the people's

confciences.

Wemuft be excufed, therefore, if we have in our prac-

tice expreflTed lefs reverence for laws made by no authority

received either from God or man.

We are therefore injurioufly refle6led on, when it is

imputed to us, that we have, by the ufe of our hberty,

acknowledged an illegal difpenfing power. We have

done no other thing herein than we did when no difpen-

fation was given or pretended, in confcience ofduty to Him
that gave us our breath; nor did therefore pracElife other-

wife becaufe we thought thofe laws difpenfed with, but

becaufe we thought them not laws. Whereupon little

need remains of enquiring farther,

^ 3. Whether fuch laws {hould be continued?

Againft which, befides what may be collected from that

which hath been faid, it is to be confidered, that what is

moft principally grievous to us was enabled by that Par-

liament, that, as we have too much reafon to believe, fuf-

fered itfelf to be dealt with to enflave the nation, in other

refpefts as well as this^ and which (to his immortal

honour) the noble Earl ofDanby procured to be diflblved,

as the firft ftep towards our national deliverance.

And let the tenor be confidered of that horrid law, by

which our Magna Charta was torn in pieces ; the worft

and moft infamous of mankind, at our own expenfe, hired

to accufeus; multitudes of perjuries committed; convic-

tions made without a jury, and without any hearing of

the perfons accufed; penalties inflided, goods rifled,

* As by Numa from his Egeria. And their priefts, to whom
the regulation of fuch matters were left, were generally believed

*o be infpired.
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cftates feized and embezzled, houfes broken up, families

difturbed, often at unfeafonable hours of the night, with
out any caufe or (hadow of a caufe, if only a malicious
villain would pretend to fufpeft a meeting there ! No
law in any other cafe like this! As if to worfliip God
without thofe additions which were confefTed unnecef-
fary, were a greater crime than theft, felony, murder, or
treafon ! Is it for our reputation to pofterity that the

memory of fuch a law fhould be continued ?

And are we not yet awakened, and our eyes opened
enough to fee, that the making and execution of the laws,

by which we have fuffered fo deeply for many by-paft

years, was only that proteftants might deftroy proteftants,

and the eafier work be made for the introdudion of
popery that was to deftroy the refidue?

Nor can any malice deny, or ignorance of obferving

Englishmen overlook, this plain matter of fafl : after the

diflblution of that before-mentioned Parliament, diflenters

were much carefled, and endeavoured to be drawn into a

fubferviency to the court defigns, efpecially in the eledlion

of after parliaments. Notwithftanding which they every

where fo entirely fell in with the fober part of the nation

in the choice of fuch perfons for the three parliaments

that next fucceeded, (two held at Weftminfter, and that at

Oxford,) as it was known would, and who did, moft ge-

neroufly aflert the liberties of the nation and the pro-

teftant religion. Which alone (and not our mere diffent

from the church of England in matters of religion,

wherein Charles II. was fufficiently known to be a prince

of great indiflerdncy) drew upon us, foon after the diflb-

lution of the laft of thofe parliaments, that dreadful ftorm

of perfecution, that deftroyed not a fmall number of lives

in gaols, and ruined multitudes of families.

Let Englifh freemen remember, what they cannot but

know, that it was for our firm adherence to the civil
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intereRs of the nation, (not for our different modes of

religion from the legal way, though the laws gave that

advantage againft us, which they did not againft others,)

that we endured the calamities of fo many years.

When by the late king fome relaxation was given us,

what arts and infinuations have been ufed with us to

draw us into a concurrence to deligns tending to the pre-

judice of the nation ? And with how little effeA upon the

generality of us it muft be great ignorance not to know,
and great injuftice to deny.

But he that knoweth all things knoweth that though

in fuch circumftances there was no opportunity for our

receiving public and author! fed promifes when we were

all under the eye of watchful jealoufy
; yet as great

affurances as were poflible were given us by fome that wc
hope will now remember it, of a future eftablifhed fecu-

rity from our former prcflures. We were told over and

over, when the excellent Heer Fagel's letter came to be

privately communicated from hand to hand, how cafily

better things would be had for us, than that encouraged

papifts to expe6l, if ever that happy change ihould be

brought about, which none have now beheld with

greater joy than we.

We are loth to injure thofe who have made us hope for

better by admitting a fufpicion that we (hall now be dif-

appointed and deceived, (as we have formerly been, and

we know by whom,) or that we (hall fuffer from them a

religious slavery^ for whofe fakes we have fiiffered fo

grievous things, rather than do the leaft thing that

might tend to the bringing upon them a civil slavery.

We cannot but expe6l from Engliftmien that they

be juft and true. We hope not to be the onlv inftances

whereby the Anglica Fi(ks and the Punica {hall he

thought all one.
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But if we, who have conftantly defired, and as we have

had opportunity, endeavoured the faving of the nation,

muft however be ruined, not to greaten (one hair) the

wealth and dignity of it, but only to gratify the humour
of them who would yet deftroy it; we who are competently

inured to fufferings^ {hall through God's mercy be again

enabled to endure; but He that fits in the heavens will

in his ovv'n time judge our caufe, and we will wait his

pleafure ; and we hope fuffer all that can be infii6tcd,

rather than betray the caufe of reformed chriliianity in

the world.

But our affairs are in the hands of men of worth and

honour, who apprehend how little grateful a name they

ihould leave to pofterity, or obtain now with good men of

any perfuafion, if under a pretence of kindnefs to us,

they fhould now repeat the arts of ill men in an ill time#

Great minds will think it beneath them to fport them-

felves with their own cunning in deceiving other men;

v^'hich were really in the prefent cafe too thin not to be

feen through, and may be the eafy attainment of any

man that hath enough of opportunity, and integrity little

enough for fuch purpofes. And it is as much too grofs to

endeavour to abufe the authority of a nation, by going

about to make that ifoop to fo mean a thing as to make a

lliew of intending what they refolve to their utmoft lliall

iaever be.

But fome may think by coriceffions to us the church of

England will be ruined, and a great advantage given to

the bringing in of popery.

To v;hich we fay, the generality of diffenters differ from

the church of Eno;land in no fubflantials of dot^iineand

worfhip, no nor of government, provided it be fo managed

as to attain its true acknowledged end : ihe favouring of

us therefore will as much ruin the church as its enlarge-

ment and additional ilrensrth will fifrnify to its ruin.
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And doth not the world know, that wherein we differ

from them, we differ from the papifts too? And that

for the molt part wherein they differ from us^ they feem

to agree with them ?

We acknowledge their ftrong, hrave, and profperous

oppolitiori to popery ; but they have oppofed it by the

things wherein they agree with us. The differences from

us are no more a fence againft popery, than an inclofure of

llraw is againft a flame of fire.

But it is wont to be faid we agree not among ourfelves,

and know not what we would have.

And do all that go under the name of the church of

"England agree among themfelves ? We can (hew more

confiderable difagreements among them than any can

between the moft of us, and a confiderable part of them.

They all agree, it is true, in conformity ; and we all agree

in nonconformity, And is not this merely accidental to

chriftianity and proteltantifm ? And herein is it not well

known that the far greater part of reformed chriftendom

do more agree with us?

An arbitrary line of uaitbrmily in fame little acci-

dents fevers a fmall part of the chriftian woild from all

the reft. How unreafonably is it expe(3;ed that therefore

all the reft muft in every thing elfe agree among them-

felves? Suppofe any imaginary line to cutoff a little

fegment from any part of the terreitial globe; it is as

juftly expe6led that all the reft fhould be of one mind.

If one part of England be tailors, they might as v^^ell

expe6l that all the people befides fnould agree to be of

one profeflion.

Perhaps fome imagine it diftionourable to fuch as have

gone before them in the fame ecclefiaftical ftations and

dignities, if now any thing fliould be altered, which

their judgment did before approve and think fit.
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But we hope that temptation will not prove invincible,

viz. of lb exceffive a modefty as to be afraid of feeming

wifer, or better natured, or of a more chriltian temper,

than their predeceflbrs.

But the mofl of us do agree not only with one another,

but in the great things above-mentioned with the church

of England too : and in fhort, that the reproach may
ceafe for ever with thofe that count it one, they will find

with US;, when they pleafe to try, a very exienfive agree-

ment on the terms of King Charles lid's declaration abou^

ccclefiaftical affairs in 1 660.

S. 4. Whether it be reafonable to exclude all that in

every thing conform not to the church of England, from

any part or fhare of the civil power ?

A, The difference or nonconformity of many is fd

minute that it would be as reafonable to exclude all whofe

hair is not of this or that colour. And what if we (hould

make a diflermination by the decifion this way or that

ofany other difputc<l queftion that may be of as fmall con-

cernment to religion ? Suppofe it be that o^ eating blood,

for the decifion whereof one way there is more pretence

from God's word, than for any point of the difputed

conformity ; would it not be a wife conf^itution, that

whosoever thinks it lawful to eat black-pudding shall be

capable of no office, &(c.

But we tremble to think of the exclusive sacramental

test, brought down as low as to the keeper of an alehoufe.

Are all fit to approach the facred table, whom the fear of

ruin or hope of gain may bring thither? We cannot

but often remember with horror what happened three or

four years ago; a man that led an ill life, but frequented

the church, was obferved not to come to the facrament, and

prefTed by theofKcers to come j he yet declined, knowing
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himfelf unfit; at length being threatened and terrified he.

ca r;c, but faid to fome prefent at the time of the folemn

aftion, that he came only to avoid being undone, and took

them to witnefs that what he there received he took

only as common bread and wine, not daring to receive

them as the body and blood of Chrift. It is amazinc

that among chriftians fo venerable an inftitutlon fhould

be prortituted to the ferving of fo mean purpofes, and

fo toreigii to its true end ! And that doing it afteC

the manner of the church of England muft be the quali-

fication ! As if England were another chriftendoni ; or

it were a greater thing to conform in every pun6lilio to

the rules of this church than of Chrifl himfclf!

But we would fain know whofe is that holy table ? Is it

the table of this or that party, or the Lord's table? If

the Lord's, are not perfons to be admitted or excluded

upon his terms ? Never can there be union or peace in the

ehriilian world, till wc take down our arbitrary inclofare:*

and content ourfelves with thofe which our common
Lord hath fet. If he fall under a curfe that alters a man's

landmark, to alter God's is not likely to infer a bleffing.

The matter is clear as the light of the fun, that as

many perfons of excellent worth, fobriety, and gocllinefp,

are entirely in the communion of the church of England,

fo there are too many of a worfe charadler that are of it loo;

and divers prudent, pious, and fober-minded perfons rhat

are not of it. Let common reafon beconfulted in this cafe.

Suppofe the tables turned, and that the rule were to be made
the contrary way, viz. that to do this thing, but not by

any means after the manner of the church of England,

were to be the qualification; and now fuppofe one ofmeaner

erulowments, as a man and a ehriilian, do what is re-

quired, and not in the way of the church of England;

and anothtr that is much better, does the fame thing in

that way ; were it fuitable to prudence or juftice, that be-
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caufe it Is done after the way of the church of England,

a fitter man fhould be reckoned nnoiialified, and one of

lefs value be taken qualified, becauie he does it a diTerent

way? Then is all that folid weighs of wifdom, diligence^

fobriety, and goodnefs, to be weighed down by a fi'ather.

It muftmrely be thought thepruuencc of any government

to comprehend as many ufetul perfons as it can, and no

more to deprive itfelf ofthe fervice of f-ich for any thing

lefs confiderable than thofe quaiificdtions are by whii:h

they are ufeful, than a man would tear off from himfelf

the limbs of his body fur afpot on the fkin.

And really if in our circumflances we thus narrow our

interefts, all the reft of the world will fay, that they who
would deftroy us do yet find a way to be our inftruitors,

and our common enemies do teach us our politics.

P. S. TTie names of Mr. Hales, of Eton college, and

of a latter moft renowned bifliop of the church of Englnnd,

who afferted this principle, that if things be impased

under the notion of indifferenty which many think smfuly

and a schism follow thereupon, th imposers are the

schismatics, will be great in England, as long as their wri-

tings fhall live, and good fenfecan be underftoud in them.

NUMBER II. to Page 20.

^n Abstract of the Reasons for and against the

Bill of Union*

I. The Reasons for the Rill,

THIS Bill was commonly fpoken of under the lefs

proper name of a comprehension ; and was intended,

not as prejudice reprefented it, to break the frame of the

church, but to give it ftrength and firmnefs. No altera-
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tion was meant, but in points declared by the church

itfelf, (fee the preface to the Book of Common -Prayer,)

to be alterable ; while the efiential part of the do6lrine,

government, and worOiip of the church was to be pre-

ferved entire. The alterations were to be made upon the

grounds of prudence and charity, to reftore what had

been abufed to its proper ufe, and to revife and improve

the compofition of its fcrvices. It had been through all

times the cullom of the chriftian church, not excepting

the church of Rome itfelf, to chano-e its offices in all

ages, without incurring the cenfure of inconftancy. Coii-

defcenfions in accommodating things to fcrupulous minds

had been promifed, and were neceffary to remove from

the church the imputation of perfecution. At fuch a

diflance from the Reformation, after fo many revolutions,

and after fo many objections had been brought forward

and confidered, a review of the conftitution was become

feafonable, and could be more eafily directed to a deter-

minate point than formerly ; and it was the only way to

remove the fcruples of diiTenters. It could not under-

mine the church, as it was not to be made without

the fantlion of ecclefiaftical power. It would not take

away, as was feared, its fences ; for after the cflentials

and conveniences of religion are provided for, unity and

numbers are, under God, the ftrongeft fences. Fences,

which, as hitherto, were always attacked and perpetually

called for defence, had more trouble than fecurity in them.

Conceffions, fit in themfelves, and made for the peace of

the (church, would not encourage demands of further con-

ceffions, but would juftify to the world a refufal of them.

Should the conceffions not be received, it would leave

thofe inexcufable who would advance when the friends

of the church were bound and could not meet them ; and

when the church could, ami came forward, ran back to

their old extremes of averfation.
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The Bill, it was urged, was (o framed as to give all

reafonable fatisfatlioii to the djiienters.

As to minifters, the forms of fubfcription and ordaining

were to be fo adjufted that thofe who were epifcopallv

ordained might come into parochial cures without fcruple

at that which was to be required. For them who had

cpifcopal orders, fuch a provifion was to be made as

would fatisfy all the minillers of foreign churches, and

it was hoped would fatisfy the Englifli difTenters.

As to the laity, things indifferent in their own nature

were to be left indifferent; and the grand objeftion of

their being made unlawful by impofition would be en-

tirely removed : fo that whether ufed or not ufed, there

would for the future be no bar againft lay communion.

Though it may be feared, that they who cover intercft

under the pretence of confcience, and fome few pallors

of wealthy congregations, might be tempted to defire a

continuance of the diflance between difTenters and the

churchmen, yet they had more charitable thoughts of the

iincere difTenters; and a confident expe6lation was enter-

tained that the Bill, as offering terms full of chriflian

moderation, and adapted to unite proteflants, would cer-

tainly meet with the approbation of foreign proteflants,

who look upon the church of England as the center of

proteflant unity ; as, indeed, they had teflified by letters

from Holland, Geneva, Switzerland, and other places

;

and thofe of them in England had in converfation ex-

prefTed their fatisfa^ftion. And while it would at prefent

have i s effe^St with fincere difTenters, though it (hculd

not fucceed with all, it would fecure the next generation

iftho would not have thofe prejudices inflilled into them,

which the public law would take away.

It was fuppofed that had the Ufhers, Sanderfons, Ham-
monds, and others of the moll worthy men of the lafl

age, been alive, the Bill of Union would have had their
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cordial fupport. It was even then approved by the trueft

fons of the church. It would, though there were not a

diflenter in the nation, be the intereft of the church to

propofe fuch a bill. The conftitution of the church

would be improved by giving fome of it3 offices a greater

folemnity; by additional prayers, hymns, and leflbns; and
"'—by fome new offices for cafes for which none were pro-

vided. One juncture forfuch ameafurehad been loft at

the return of Charles IF. A new and favourable one

now offered from the leagrue at that time between the

proteftant princes and ftates.

See ^^ A Letter in defence of the Bill for Uniting of
'' Proteftants, from a Divine to a Member of Parliament,**

printed in 1689, and licenfed by the Earl of Shrewfbury's

command April 1; and preferved in the State-Tracts of

King William III. vol. ii. p. 71, &c.

11, Reasons against the iiU,

A Reply to the preceding was publiffied, entitled^

*^ A Letter from a Member of Parliament in anfwer to

" the letter of the Divine concerning the Bill for uniting

" Proteftants."

The writer did not obje<ft to the word comprehension

,

nor was he difpofed to reject all propofals of alteration;

but would be glad to fee the good old houfe improved.

He was not fo unreafonable as to fay that all the appoint-

ments of the church were unalterable; but would grant

that they were capable of amendment, and would be io

even after the intended amendments and fupplies.

It is granted, that condefcenftons were promifed; but

fuch as would meet the approbation of a parliament and

convocation ; and that a bill of toleration^ without one

N N
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6f comprehenfion, was fufficient to remove the charg€>

of perfecution from the church.

Yet his judgment was for a review of the conilitutioni

but that would be " a bill of difcreet charity,'' indeed,

which would take away all fcruples, prevent all prejudices,

and reduce the nation to perfect union.

The ecclefiaftical power which he and all divines of his

acquaintance defired, was the power of hearing and deli-

berating concerning the propofed alterations in convoca-

tion. He had various objections againft the plan defigned^

that twenty divines under a royal commiffion fhould

confider and determine of the alterations to be prefented

afterwards to Parliament 5 he hoped alfo to the convo-

cation. The eccleliaftical community, he thought,

(liould be reprefented, not by a few men of a fort, but by

a convention at lead of their own choice.

The natural and fecure fence againfl falfe doctrines and

divifions in the church was, he thought, an approbation

required from every minifter of the church to what is

ordered in it; for if he fcruples to fay he approves the

doctrine, he is not to be trufted with the teaching of it

;

and if he approve not the difcipline, he will practife it

untowardly.

That leaving the ufe of the ceremonies indifferent, and

at the choice and judgment of the miniflers or the

laity, each for himfelf. would introduce fuch difcordant

practices, fome obferving, others omitting them; that

though the church might grow numerous by taking

dilTenters in, it would be no iironger than an army that

filled up its companies with mutineers.

His judgment was, that the Houfe, 2, e. theCommong,

would not yie.d to the propofals, and that the difTenters

would refufe an acquiefcence in them, and that books

againft epifcopacy and the liturgy would ilill fly about;

that, therefore, the church fhould perfect herlelf as llie
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can, In the beft manner for the fervice of God and the

edification of the pcople_, and commit the event to the

Divine Providence.

He afked, why might not the few pallors of wealthy

congregations be provided for by church preferments ?

This would be alefs charo-eableeratificationto them, than

to expofe the church, for their pretended eafe, to immediate

diforders and factions: that the church was not fo ill

provided as to want their minifters : that if after compe*

tent ftudy they really continued to think the ceremonies

unlawful, it was to him fuch a proof of their weaknefs,

as that they ought not to undertake to teack, but (hould

modeflly be contented with lay communion^

He granted that a great tendernefs was due to the

laity, as they took up prejudices from the wrong infor-

mation of thofe, who, pretending to inftru6l them, ought

to know better; having not leifure, capacity, or oppor-

tunity of correcting their prejudices. The impofition of

the ceremonies of kneeling at the facrament, and of the

fign of the crofs, and the ufe of the furplice, as to them,

ihould be difpenfed with.

As to the approbation of foreign proteftant churches,

they would hardly admit into their churches a man who
fl^ould deny to approve their doctrines and difcipline^

they kept to their own rules, not, it is to be fuppofed, from

humour and oppofition, but upon wife confideration,

and for the fake of order and peace. A Calvinift mi-

nifter may be glad that he may be confidcred as capable

of Englifh preferment, and may write fuch a letter of

compliment to get one; but this is neither authority nor

motive for our change ; and ^' what need is there for a

^^ foreign oracle, or going to Switzerland for a diredion

*^ for us in England ? Shall ftrangers be fuppofed to kno .v

^^ our circumftances better than we? And Ihali we never

^^ think ourfelvcs able to do our own buf.nefs ouiTelves ?''

N N 2
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He was glad that the church of England was looked

upon as the center of proteftant unity : fuch he hoped fhe

would prove: that fhe feemed already to have the proper

pofition for this office, and would, if (lie vary much, go

out of her true place ; for fo much as fhe approached to

the Calvinift, fo far fhe departed from the Lutheran church,

as friendly and a much more confiderable body : that

if fhe would be a center, fhemuft be fixed fomewhere; for

fhe could never be ferviceable to thofe abroad, if fhe were

in diforder and confufion at home. And that we fhould

be guided by the flanding confideration of unity and peace

at home, and not by the temporary conjunction of princes

and flates, which may alter the next year.

That he knew many, and thofe not inconliderable,

friends to the church againfl the bill as it was reported to

be framed, and who thought it highly for the caufe of the

church to have it amended.

Though there be reafons for improvement, though

peace and piety may be promoted, which is granted, it

fhould be regularly confidered, and not done by a few

friends, and on their own head. The prudence of the

grand change defigned is the more fufpefted, as there wa.«

great reafon to diflike the preparatory expedient.

One caufe that the juncture in Charles lid's reign was

Jofi, was the extravagance of the diflenters' propofals.

Some were fliflffor every little of the old form, and forae

were more unrcafonable againfl the whole. The fanalice

and the papifts were for no fettlemenlai all. For fear the

juncture fliould be entirely loft, it was thought advifeahle

to refolveupon the prefent eftablifhment.

That the church, though it be not abfolutely perfect,

is more perfect than any other in the chriftian world. The

papifts would take advantage of our difcords. He would

have the bill fo framed as not to occafton their doing it,

^^ The church,'^ he faid_y "without the diflenters, -and
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*^ united as (lie is in herfelf, has been able to make a glo«

^^ rious {land againft popery regnant; but if by the ad-^

*^ miflion of diflenters (he (hall be broken and divided,

*^ (he may grow weaker by her new company, and not
*' refift fo fuccesfully a fecond time."

The feafon might be favourable, but that did not arife

from the proteftant league abroad ; for what breach of

any articles of that league would it be, if the church re-

mained unaltered 5 or how doth the league enabled us to

make ever the better alterations. Circumftances at home
render the feafon favourable, if we who were almoft

comprehended in the ruin, we at leaft who were united in

the defence of our religion, would abate of our ftiffnefs for

or againft fmaller matters, and would be ready to form

fuch a body as may be more firm and lafting.

NUMBER III.

Heads of Jgreement assented to by the United

Miiiisters in and about London, formerly called

Presbyterian and Congregational; not as a measure

for any National Constitution, but for the Preser-

vation of Order in our Congregations, that cannot

come up to the common ruU by law established,

I. Of Churches and Church Members,

1. WE acknowledge our Lord Jefus Chrift to have

one catholick church, or kingdom, comprehending

all that are united to him whether in heaven or

eiirth ; aiid dg conceive the whole raulutude of viable
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believers, and their infant feed, (commonly called

the catholic vifible church) to belong to Chrift's fpiritual

kingdom in this world : but for the notion of a catholic

vifible church here, as it fignifies its having been collected

into any formed fociety, under a vifible human head on

earth, whether one perfon fingly, or many collectively,

we, with the reft of p> oiestants, unanimoufly difclaim it.

2. We agree, that particular focieties of vifible faints,

who under Chrift their head are ftatedly joined together

for ordinary communion with one another in all the

ordinances of Chrift, are particular churches, and are to

be owned by each other, as inftituted churches of Chrift,

though differing in apprehenfions and pra6tices in fome

lefiTer things.

3. That none {hall be admitted as members, in order

to communion in all the fpecial ordinances of the gofpel,

but fuch perfons as are knowing and found in the funda-^

mental do6lrines of the chriftian religion, without fcandal

in their lives; and to a judgment regulated by the word

of God, are perfons of vifible godlinefs and honefi;y,

credibly profefliing cordial fubje6lion to Jefus Chrifl.

4. A competent number of fuch vifible faints (as before

defcribed) do become the capable fubjecls of fi;ated com-

munion in all the fpecial ordinances of Chrift, upon their

mutual declared confent and agreement to walk together

herein accordmg to gofpel rule. In which declaration,

different degrees of explicitnefs (hall no way hinder fuch

churches from owning each other as infi;ituted churches,

5. Though parochial bounds be not of divine right^

yet for common edification, the members of a particular

church ought (as mqch as conveniently n^ay be) to live

near one another.

6. Thai each particular church hath right to chufe their

own officers ; and being furniilied with fuch as are duly

(Qualified and ordained according to the gofpel rule^ hatb
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authority from Chrift for exercifing government, and of

enjoying all the ordinances of worfhip within itfelf.

7. In the adminiftration of church power, it belono-s

to the pallors and other elders of every particular church

(if fuch there be) to rule and govern ; and to the brother-

hood to confent, according to the rule of the gofpel,

8. That all profelTors, as before defcribed, are bound in

duty, as they have opportunity, to join themfelvesas fixed

members of fome particular church ; their thus joining

being part of their profefTed fubje6lion lo the gofpel of

Chrift, and an inflituted means of their eftablifhmcnt and

edification ; whereby they are under the paftoral care,

and in cafe of fcandalous or offenfive walking, may be

authoritatively admonKhed or cenfured for their recovery,

and for vindication of the truth, and the church pro-

felTing it.

9. That a vifible profefTor thus joined to a particular

church, ought to continue (tedfaftly with the faid church
;

and not forfake the miniftry and ordinances there dif-

penfed, without an orderly feeking a recommendation

to another church : which ought to be given, when the

cale of the perfon apparently requires it.

II. Of the Ministry,

1

.

We agree, that the minifterial office is iniiituted

by Jefus Chrift, for the gathering, guiding, edifying, and

governing of his church ; and to continue to the end

of the world.

2. They who are called to this office, ought to be

endued with competent learning and minifterial gifts

;

as alfo with the grace of God, found in judgment, not

novices in the faith and knowledge of the gofpel ; without

fcandal, of holy converfation, and fuch as devote them-

felves to the work and fcrvice thereof.
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5 That ordinarily none (liall be ordained to the work

of this miniftry, but fiich as are called and chofen there-

unto by a particular church.

4. That in fo great and weighty a matter, as the calling

and chuiinga paftor, we judge it ordinarily requiiite, that

every fuch church confult and advife with the pallors oF

neighbouring congregations.

5. That after fuch advice, the perfon confulted about^

being chofen by the brotherhood of that particular church

over which he is to be fet, and he accepting, be duly

ordained, and fet apart to his office over them ; wherein

it is ordinarily requifite, that the paflors of neighbouring

congregations concur with the preaching elder or elders-,

if fuch there be.

0, That whereas fuch ordination is only intended for

fuch as never before had been ordained to the miniilerial

office ', if any judge, that in the cafe alfo of the removal

of one formerly ordained, to a new ftation or pafloral

charge, there ought to be a hke folemn recommendmg

him and his labours to the grace and bluffing of God 5

no different feptiments or practice herein iliall be any

pccaiion of contention or breach of communion amongus.

7. It is expedient, that they who enter on the work of

preaching the gofpel, be not only qualified for commu-

nion of faintsj but alfo that, except in cafes extraordinary,

they give proof of iheir gifts and fitnefs for the faid work

uiilo ihc paftors of churches, of knpwn abilities to difccrn

and judge of their qualifications : that they may be fent

fortii with folemn approbation and prayer, which we

r.Klge needful, that no doubt may remain concerning

their being called to the work 5 and for preventing (aa

||iuch as in us lies) ignorant and raffi intruders.
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III. Of Censures,

1. As it eannot be avoided, but that in the purefl

churches on earth, there will lometimes offences and

fcandals arife by reaion of hypocrilv and prevailing cor-

ruption ; fo Chrid hath made it the duty of every church

to reform iifclf by fpiritual remedies appointed by him
to be applied in all fuch cafes, viz. admonition and

excommunication.

2. Admonition, beinc;; the rebukinp- of an offendinq^

member in order to cimvielion, is, in cafe of ptivate

offences, to be performed according to the rule in Matth,

xviii. 15, 16, 17: and in cafe of publick offences, openly

before the church, as the honour of the gofpel and nature

of the fcandal (hall require : and if either of the admo-

nitions take place for the recovery of the fallen perfon, all

further proceedings in a way of cenfure are thereupon

to ceafc, and fatisfa^iion to be declared accordingly.

^. When all due means are ufed, according to the

order of the gofpel, for the reftoring an offending and

fcandalous brother, and he notwithftanding: remains im-

penitent, the cenfure of excommunication is to be pro-

ceeded unto ; wherein the paftor and other elders (if

there be fuch) are to lead and go before the church, and

the brotherhood to trive their confent, in a way of

obedience unto Chriil, and unto the elders^ as over them

in the lord.

4. [t may fometimes come to pafs, that a church

member, not otherwife fcandalous, may iinfully withdraw,

and divide himfelf from the communion of the church

to which he belongeth ; in which cafe, when all due

means for the reducing him prove ineffectual; he having

hereby cut himfelf off from that church's communion,

the church mayjuftly efteem and declare itfelf difcharged

of any further infpedion over him.
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IV". Of Communion of Churches,

1. We agree,*that particular churches ought not to walk
fo diltin6l and feparate from each other as not to have

care and tendernefs towards one another : but their

paftors ought to have frequent meetings together, that

by mutual advice_, fupport, encouragement, and brotherly

intercourfe, they may flrengthen the hearts and hands of

each other in the ways of the Lord.

2. That none of our particular churches (hall he fub-

ordinate to one another, each being endued with equality

of power from Jefus Chrift : and that none of the faid

particular churches, their officer or officers, (liall cxercife

any power or have any fuperiority over any other church

or their officers.

3. That known members of particular churches, con-

ilituted as aforefaid, may have occafional communion
with one another in the ordinances of the gofpel, viz. the

word, prayer, facraments, finging pfalms, difpenfed ac-

cording to the mind of Chrift ; unlefs that church with

which they defire communion, hath any juft exception

again ft them.

4. That we ought not to admit any one to be a member
of our refpe6live congregations, that hath joined himfelf

to another, without endeavours of mutual fatisfaclion of

the congregations concerned,

5. That one church ought not to blame the proceed-

ings of another, till it hath heard what that church

charged, its elders or meffengers, can fay in vindication

of themfelvcs from any charge of irregular or injurious

proceedings.

6* That we are moft willing and ready to give an ac-

count of our church proceedings to each other when

dciired, for preventing or removing any offences, that

may arife among us, Likewife, we fliall be ready to give
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the right hand of fellowfliip, and walk together according

to the gofpel rules of communion of churches.

V. 0/ Deacons and Ruling Elders.

Wc agree, the office of a deacon 13 of divine appoint-

ment, and that it belongs to their office to receive, lay

out, anddiRribute the church's ftock to ii8 proper ufes,

by the direclion of the paftor and elders, if fuch there be.

And v.'hereas divers are of opinion that there is alfo the

office of ruling elders, who labour not in word and

do6lrine; and others ihinkothervvife, we agree that this

difference make no breach among us.

VI. Of Synods.

1. We agree, that in order to concord, and in any

other weighty and difficult cafes, it is needful, anct

according to the mind of Chrifl, that a fynod be called to

confult and advife about fuch matters.

2. That a fynod may confifl: of frqaller or greater

numbers, as the matter fhall require.

3. That particular churches, their refpe(9;ive elders

and members, ought to have a reverential regard to the

judgment of fuch fynods, and not diffent therefrom,

without apparent grounds from the word of God.

VII. 0/ our Demeanour towards the Civil

Magistrate,

1. We do reckon ourfelves obliged continually to pray

for God's proteftion, guidance, and blefling upon the

rulers fet over us,

2. That we ought to yield unto fbem not only fub.

je6tion in the Lord^^ but fupport, according to our llatio'n

and abilities.
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3. That if at any time it fhall be their pleafurc to

call together any number of us, or require any account

of our affairs, and the ilate of our congregations, weihall

mod readily exprefs all dutiful regard to them herein,

VIII. 0/ a Confession of Faith.

As to what appertains to foundnefs of judgment \n

matters in faith, we efteem it fufficient, that a church

acknowledge the fcriptures lo be the word of God, the

perfe6l and only rule of faith and pra6lice ; and own
either the do6lrinal part of thofe commonly called the

Articles of the Church of England, or the Confeffion, or

Catechifms, fhorter or larger, compiled by the aflembly

at Weftminfter, or the confeffion agreed on at the Savoy,

to be agreeable to the faid rule.

IX, Of our Duty and Deportment towards them that

are 7iot in communion with us,

1. Wc judge it our duty to bear a chriftian refpeiSl to

fellow chriftians, according to their feveral ranks and

Aations, that are not of our perfuafion of communion.

2. As for fuch as iTiay be ignorant of the principles of

the chriftran religion, or of vicious converfation,we (hall

in our refpeflive places, as they give us opportunity,

endeavour to explain to them the do6lrine of life and

falvation, and to our uttermoft perfuade them to be

reconciled to God.
3. That fuch who appear to have the eflential requi-

fites to church communion, we fhall willingly receive

them in the Lord, not troubling them with difputes

about leflcr matters.
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NUMBER IV.

Dissenters^ Address on the Death of Queen Marv.

May it please your Majesty,

THOUGH we come in the rear of the train of

mourners to pay our tributary tears for the invaluable lof^

in the death of your royal confort, and our moft gracious

queen, yet our refentments of it are with as tender a fym-

pathy as are in the breads of any of your fubjetls. Thi^

gives the (harpeft accent to our paflions, that the confide-

rations which are moft proper and powerful to allay onr

forrows, exafperate them; for while v/e remember what

fhc was, how general and diffufive a bleffing to three

kingdoms, the fevere ftroke of Providence in takino; her

from us is moft afflitting. Such a concurrence of high

perfection fliined in her perfon and actions, that would

livave made her illuftrious in a low coiKlitiou; and in her

exalted ftation^ they were attra6liveof the eyes and adn::!-

ration of all. Her mind was above the temptations that

attend the throne. Majefty was mixed with that conde-

fcending humility, that tender and beneficent goodiiefs,

that fhe was eaiily acceflible to all for their relief and

fupport. Her piety and purity were fo conipicnous, her

affeClions were fo compofed and temperate, that the court,

that is ufuallv the centre of vanity and voluptuoufnefs,

became virtuous by the imprcffion of her example. Her

convedation was fo regular, that her enemies (if gjodntfs

in fuch bright eminency had any) could not fallen a taint

upon her Her royal endowments lor government, wif-

dom, magnanimity, vigilance, and care in managing

affairs of ftate, (without vvhich the higheft prince? are but

civil idols, ufelefs and unprofitable to the world,) tiicfe

were in fuch a degree ot excellency, that in your JMajt^fty's
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c'onftralned abfence, while 3^011 were defending the intereil

ofchriftendom againft a potent enemy abroad, with the

iword of war, {he fweetly ordered all things at home with

the fceptre of peace. She is gone, and muft return no

more: oh, aftoniOiing grief! Bnt it becomes us with

humble fubmifliou to acquiefce in the divine difpofal.

The will of God is always dlrcAcd by infmite wifdom^

aud is the ride ofgoodnefg. We mull refrefh oiir forrows

with the hope that flie is entered into her Saviour s joy,

whom flie imitated and honoured ; and that (he is made

happy in the love of God, and the light of his counte-

nance for ever.

We humbly befeechyour Majefty to accept the renewed

iiiTurances of our inviolable and conftant fidelity 4o your

perfon and government; and that v»'e (hall influence all

that are within our compafs to perfevere in their duty;

we {hall earneitly pray to the blelled God to keep you in

the bcft protection, his encompailing favour; to fupport

your fpirit with divine comforts; and to continue long

your precious life, fo neceflary for preferving the pure

religion, and the civil rights of this kingdom.
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NUMBER V.

Lisis of Students educated in the different Seminaries^

of which an account has been given, from page 225

to page 261.

I. to Page 230. Mr, Woodhouse's Pupils,

Sir Edward Harley's two

fons^ viz.

1. Robert, afterwards Earl

of Oxford, born in London in

iSSl'f iie died in '724. His

name the hiftory of this coun-

try has tranfmitted to us with

celebrity as a ftatefman and a

political charaflcr, and as a

liberal patron of learning and

a great coUedor of books; his

MSS. are preferved in the Bri-

tiih Mufeum.

2. Auditor Harley.

3. Henry St. John, Vifcount

Bolingbroke, born at Batterfea

in 1672, where he died 1751.

He fecured to himfelfgreat and

permanent honours by his po-

litical career under three reigns,

and by his works, compofed in

a neat and flowing ftyle, and

didlated by a fine and vigorous

genius, though unhappily

warped by inveterate preju-

dices againft chridianity.

3. Thomas Foley, efq: after-

wards Lord Foley.

4, *• X^echmere, efq.

5. Thomas Hunt, efq; or

Boreaton, Shropfhire ; the feat

of an honourable and worthy

family, fpoken off with great

refpedl in the lives of the Hen-

ries, father and fon.

6. T Winnington.

7. Mr. Yates, of Deanford,

who in 1674 was the only fur-

viving ftudent educated at She-

rifr-Hales.

The following gentlemen

who received academical learn-

ing at that feminary, appeared

afterwards in the charader of

minifters

:

2. Mr, Rob. Travers, who,

in 171 5, was fettled at Lich-

field, and preached at Long

near that city, where he fettled

27th Sept. 1692.

9. Mr. John Norris, a

preacher of iingular talents,

and a man of a generous, can-

did, and benevolent temper,

and of amiable piety; who

died at "Welfordin Northamp-

tonihire, Feb, 8, 173S, in the

63d year of his age, v.here lj&
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had been a minifler of a church,

originally colle^led and formed

by him, near thirty-eight years,

having declined, in the mean

time, earneft and unanimous

invitations from very confi-

derable congregations at Bir-

mingham and Nottingham.

He died faddenly, as he was

going from one apartment of

his houfe to another; he preached

on the preceding Sunday, and

concluded the public fervices^

as if he had a prefentiment

that he was then taking his

farewell, with a pious, lively,

and aftedionate prayer for his

people. Doddridge's Sermons

and Tracls, vol. i, p. 151

—

155, i2mo.

10. Mr. Chewning Black-

more, Ton of Mr. Wm. Elack-

more, M. A. ofLincoln college,

Oxford, ejected from St. Peter's,

Cornhlll; fcribc to the provin-

cial aflembly in London 5 and

for his loyalty to Charles IT.

imprifoned in the Tov/er under

the protediorate ; but on his

parole by the influence of .his

elder brother Sir John Black-

more with Cromwell. Mr.

Chewning Blackmore fettled

with a congregation of pro-

teilant diff^nters in the city of

Worcefter, of which he was

many year'j the pallor ; and died

about the year 1742, leaving

the charader of a truly valua-

ble perfon, highly elTeemed for

his fnigular talents and abilities

by his brethren in the miniftry.

11. Mr. William Willets,

who fettled at Dudley in Wor-
ccderlblre, and died of a de-

cline about the year 1 702. Dr.

Calamy has enrolled his name in,

a lift of the worthies of the day.

Vol. ii. preface, p. xxxii.

1 2. Mr, Daniel Greenwood,

who was firft fettled at Wefi_

Bromwich, StafFordihire, and

then minifter in connet^ion

ne^lion with Mr. Turton, of

the firft congregation of pro-

teilant diflenters in Birming-

ham, called from its fiCuatiotl

the higher, and which now

bears the name of tlie old,

meeting.

I ?, . Mr. George Flower, a

native of Burton-upon-Trent.

In 1696 he became domeftic

chaplain to Mr. Foley; in

1698 he was chofen minifterof

the congregation of proteftant

diflenters formed that year in

the town of Stourbridge in

Worceflerfhire, of which he

remained the pafior till his

death in 1 7 3 3 > in the 60th year

of hi? age. He was a man o^

confiderable accomplifhments,

ajid of an amiable temper, an^l
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in his charafter the fcbolar,

the gf'ntleman, and the christ-

tian were gracefully uniteJ,

Memoirs of the Rev. Samuel

Bourn. p. 275, &c.

14. Mr. JohnSpilfbury, fon

of Mr. John Spilfbury, M, A.

fellow of Magdalen college,

Oxford, and ejeded from

Bromfgrove in Worceil:erfliire

;

and on the maternal fide, ne-

phew of Dr. Jonn Hall, bifhop

of Briftol, who appolnt-^d him

his executor. He was thirty-

three years paftor of the- con-

gregation of diffenters at Kid-

derminiler, whofe place of

worfhip was ereded for him.

He died Jan. 31, 1727* aged

60. ''A graceful and familiar

•* addrefs from the pulpit,"

fays Dr. Latham, ** and wife>

*' prudent conduct out of it,

** gave him great weight and

'' influence in the place of his

" refidence." His fon,

Mr. Francis Spilfbary, an

amiable and refpedable cha-

radler, fuilained the minifterial

office, as paftor of the congre-

gation of diflenters at Salters*

Hall, London, for forty years,

with a dignified propriety and

fingular acceptance; and died

March 3, 1782, aged 77.

15. Mr. James Warner^ who
fettled at Tewkefbury,

O

16. Mr. John Nev^man, a

native of Oxfordfliire, and born

about the year 1676. He
began to preach when he was

about nineteen years of age, and

in 1 6g6 was chofen aflilknt to

the Rev. Nath. Taylor ariSalters'

Hall, and was elected co-paftor

of the fame congregation with

Mr Tong in 1706. During

the long period of forty-five

years he fupportcd his connec-

tion with this fociety with

ufefulnefs and reputation. See

"VVilfon's Diffenting Churches^

vol, ii. p. 33—36.

17. Pvl'r. *** Hayleyj who
fettled in Leominfter, and died

in 1719.

18. Mr. Edward Oafland,

who was in 1 7 1
5 minifter of the

congregation at Bewdley in

Worcefterfhire; from the living

of which town his father, Mr.

Henry Oafland, an aflive,

fervent, and acceptable minifter,

had been ejefled.

19. Mr. Benj. Robinfone,

who fucceed<!'d Mr. Woodhoufc

in Little St. Helen's, London,

ofwhom we have fpoken before^,

p. 251—253.

20. Mr. Jofeph Stdkes, who
facceeded Mr. Willets at Dud-

ley; and died paftor of the

dilTenting congregation in that

town in 1743'
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21. Mr. Benjamin Bennet,

born at "Willlborough, a village

near Market-Bofworth, in the

county of Leicefter, in 1674;

he commenced his roiiiif-

try in a fmall congregation

at Temple-Hall, a village near

the place of his nativity 3 and

in 1699 w^as invited to fucceed

Dr. Gilpin at Newcaftle-upon-

Tyne, where he died Sept. 1,

1726. His works, efpecially

his '^ Memorial of the Refor-

*' mation," the " Irenicum,"

and the *' Chrillian Oratory,"

have tranfmitted to us honour-

able teftimonials of his piety

and temper, his talents and

charader. For more particu-

lars fee the Monthly Repofitory,

vol.ii. p. 34»» 453; ^"^ Me-

moirs of him prefixed to the

late refpeflable Mr. Samuel

Palmer's edition ofthe Chriftian

Oratory.

22. Mr, Richard Carver,

who was ordained minifter of

the coHgregation at Stretton in

Warvvickiliire, and remained in

that conne(5lion in 1 7 1
5.

23. Mr. Ruffel, near Wol-

verhampton.

24. Mr. James Thompfon,

minifler of the diffenting con-

aregationatBromfgrove, where

he died in 1729. He was

diftinguiftied by holy zeal, vi-

vacity, and cagernefs in the

fervice of God, and the duties

of the miniftry.

25. Mr. John Warren,whom
Dr. Latham charadlerifes as the

polite and amiable Mr. War-

ren^ began his minillerial life

in an agreeable retirement, as

chaplain to Philip Foley, efq-

Preflwood, near Kidderminfter;

and afterwards, for about fifty

years, adorned a public ftation

among the diffenters in Coven-

try; firfl as afliftant to Mr.

Tong; then as co-paftor with

Mr. JofhuaMerrel; and then as

sole paftor till his death, at

near fev^enty years of age, in

1742. He greatly excelled in

the funflions of his office.

His mind was llored with the-

ological knowledge. '* The
" clearnefs of his thoughts,

*^ the propriety and freedom of

** his expreflions, the juftnefs

" of his method, and the de-

'' cency of his elocution, all

'* animated by a true fenfe of

*^ the importance of the things

'* he delivered, rendered him

" a very entertaining and ufe-

" fill preacher : he had a happy

«f talent in prayer, and was

*' afliduous in all paftoral duties.

'* On the day before his death

«* he declarec^to a friend, ' I

<f ' have that peace andcomfor:
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" ' I wouU not be withoat for

" * a world."—Proteftant Dif-

fenters' Magazine, vol. v. for

1798, p. 282.

26. Mr. Warren, fettled at

Burbick, Wilts.

27. Mr. Ferdinando Shaw,

the fon of the excellent Mr.

Samuel Shaw, M. A. of St.

John's college, Cambridge, and

ejedled from the rectory of

Long-Whatton, Leicefterfhire

;

he fettled with a congregation

of proteftant dllTtinters in the

town ofDerby, of which he was

for forty-fix years the paftor.

His charafter was drawn in the

town print of the day as that of

a gentleman of great worth,

and endued with many chriftian

virtues ; patient under many

years confinement and the moil

acute pains, and, during any

mitigation of the paroxyfms, of

a cheerful and agreeable tem-

per. Notwithftanding his bo-

dily infirmities, he was diligent

and faithful in his miniftry.

His manners to all were afi^able

and courteous. His charities

to the poor were generous and

extenfive, not confined within

the narrow boundaries of any

particular feci, and liberal to his

utmoit power. His amiable

virtues gained him univerfal

efteem and good will. He died

the 20th of Jan. 1743, aged 72.

Hisfuneral fermon was preached

previoufly to his interment by

the Rev. Joseph Rogerfon, and

he was followed to his grave, in

the parifh church of Sr. Wer-

burgh, by his congregation

;

his pall was supported by

fix minifters of the neighbour-

hood, viz. Dr. Latham, of Fin-

dern, Mr. Rogerfon, Derby,

Mr. Murray, Burton-upon-

Trent, Mr. Walton, Caftle-

Donnington, Mr. Peat, Wirkf-

worth, and Mr. Gregory, of

Findern. N. B. Thefe par-

ticulars are taken from the

Derby Mercury, vol. xiii. num.

47, communicated by ^r.

Peyton, of Birmingham, on the

maternal side defcended from

Mr. Shaw. The eulogium on

his charadler was echoed by the

pen of a clergyman in elegiac

lines, in the Gentleman's Ma-
gazine for February 1745.

28. Mr. Samuel Philips, who
fettled with a congregation at

Bromyard, and died there 1 72 1

.

29. Mr. Matthew Clark, an

eminent minifter among the

Independents, fon of the Rev.

Matthew Clarke, ejedled from

Narborough in Leicefterfhire,

was born 2d Feb. 1664; where,

on the commencement of his

minifterial charafler, he firfl

O O
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affifted his father for three years,

and laid the foundation of feveral

diffenting churches. He then

fpent two years with a congre-

gation at Sandwich in Kent.

About 1690 he accepted an

invitation from an indepen-

dent congregation, Miles*s-Ianc,

London. He continued his

connexion with this fociety till

his death, March 27, 1726,

aged 62. Much beloved and

much lamented, an admired and

ufeful preacher, leaving behind

him at his death one of the moll

numerous and flourilhing con-

gregations in the metropolis;

he was ranked among the bell and

moll ufeful divines of the age

In which he lived; and united

in his charadler, to an eminent

degree, the gentleman and the

chriftian . See a full memoir of

him in Wilfon's Hiilory of Dif-

fenting Churches, vol. ii. p. 474
—49'-

30. Mr. John Ratcliffe, born

jn 1677, commenced his acade-

mical fludies under Mr. Wood-
houfe, which he afterwards

purfued and finifhed under Mr.

Lorimer, Mr. Spademan, and

Mr. Oldfield, near London.

He wasdefcended from a family

belonging to the ellablifhed

church ; but becomingacquainted

with fome ferioiis difienters in

his youth, and meeting with

fome of their pradlical works,

particularly Baxter's Saint's

Reft, his mind received deep

impreflions of piety, and he was

led to examine the reafons of

difTent, and was determined to

adhere to its principles. When
he had finifhed his academical

lludies, his refidence was for

fome time in Ellex. Here he

fell into a depreflion of fpirits

and a religious diftrefs ofmind

;

which induced him to confult

fome eminent minifters in Lon-

don, firft by letter, and then to

remove to the city for the bene-

fit of free and frequent perfonal

intercourfe with them. The
gentlemen, to whom he fully

opened his heart, were Mr.

Sylvefter, Mr. Howe, Mr.

Spademan, and Mr. Shower;

the event was the happy fettle-

ment of his mind. At this

time the death of Mr. Stancjilf,

at Rotherhithe, and an occafj-

onal fermon he preached there,

opened the way for an harmo-

nious invitation to become the

pallor of the congregation ; to

which office he was folemnly

ordained in 1705, and con-

tinued in it for nearly twenty-

three years, with conftant and

indefatigable application to Its

dutie«, till his death on the i6th
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Feb. 1728. He was exemplary

in conduft, and remarkable for

univerfal J^enevolence, formed

upon truly generous and catho-

lic principles, as well as for

the pious ferioufnefs of his

fpirit. His catechetical exer-

cifes, began in the year 1707

and continued to the year 1715,

formed an eminent part of his

miniftcrial labours. He iirft

entered upon them with a fmall

namber of catechumens in his

houfe. On a llrong difpofition

€xpreiTed by many to attend

them, and by other public fpi-

rited perfons to encourage and

patronize them, he removed

them to his place of worlhip,

and devoted every Monday to

this fervice from five o'clock in

the morning to eight at night.

Sometimes there were not fewer

than 2000 on a day. The
numbers thus inftru6led within

the eight years were efliraated

at 10,000. The catechumens

were young perfons of all par^

ties and denominations. The

younger children recited the

anfwers in the affembly's cate-

chifm ; thofe of farther ftandlng

were employed in hearing them

;

others preferved order ; and

«xafl accounts of every one's

proficiency and behaviour were

returned. Mr^ RatclifFe after

this fpent two hours In exa-

mining the grown youths upon

the parts or fenfe of an anfwer,

or more frequently of a text of

fcripture. He clofed the fer-

vice with fome pra<5lical infer-

ences, a pathetic exhortation

adapted to the capacities and

temptations of children, and

an earnelt prayer. Afcer din-

ner the time was given to free

and profitable converfation.

The evening was fpent in like

endeavours with the other fjx.

Rewards were bellowed accord-

ing to their proficiencies, to

excite emulation. Among the

rewards were Allen's Sure

Guide, Baxter's Call, and, on

the recital of the whole cate-

chifm, a bible. The cxpences

incurred by thefe exercifes were

great, not lefs than 300I. a year,

and fometimes they amounted

to 4 or 500I. Thefe were de-

frayed by flated ful^fcriptions,

and by confiderable donations

from unknown perfons. Mr.
Ratclifi*e received no remune-

ration for all his incredible pains;

but out of his own income,

his though the circumdances of

family would havejallined his

waving any pecuniary aid, he

fubfcribed himfelf lol. per

annum. It (bould be mentioned

to the honour of Mr. RatcUfts,
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as a confident proteftant, that

though he ufed and valued the

catechifm particularly adopted

by the diflenters, as a very ufe-

ful fummary of, in their judg-

ment, chriftian principles, yet

the Bible alone was his ftand-

ard : this he inculcated upon

the children. He was far from

cenfuring others, when their

apprehenfions differed from his,

and always expelled to be

allowed the liberty of judging

about the fenfe of the Bible in

the befl manner he could. See.

his " funeral fermon," by Dr.

John Evans, p. 24, 32.

N. B. The preceding lift of

Mr. Woodhoufe*s pupils is

furniihedby the late Mr. Jofiah

Thompfon's " Account of the

''Diflenting Academies," MS.
at prefent penes 7ne, p. 2.

Mr. Thompfon adds, that Mr.

John Southwell, who was ne-

phew to Mr. Rich. Southwell,

ejefted from the chapelry of

Bafwick in StafFordfhire, and

fometime affiftant minifter with

Mr. Woodhoufe at Dudley In

Worcefterlhire, and who after-

wards removed to Newbury

inBerkfliire, continuedfor fome

time the ferainary of Sheriff

JHales ; the names of two gen-

tlemen only are given, as having

ftudied under him j viz.

I. William Harris, D. D-
forty-two years pallor of the

congregation of proteftant dif-

fenters in Crutched-Friars, a

celebrated preacher, an eminent

divine, and in high reputation

as an author. He was reckoned

the greateft mailer of the Englifh

tongue among the diffenters ;

which v-'as thought, by a good

judge, to have derived fome

embellilhments from his manner

of writing. His compolitions

on divers fubjeds and occalions

were laboured and finifhed.

He was particularly a true friend

and excellent pattern to young

minillers, in preaching and

converfation. He wrote with

judgment in the deiilical con-

troverfy with Woolfton and

Collins 5 with the former in

two difcourfes on "The reafon-

" ablenefs of believing in Chrift,

<* and the unreafonablenefs of

'' Infidelity; with brief Remarks
*' on the cafe of Lazarus j" and

with the latter, rather in way

of reference than of direfl

anfv/er to " The Grounds and

** Reafons," in a volume of

fermons, under the title of

"^ Pradical Difcourfes on the

*^ principal reprefentations of

" the Mefliah throughout
.
the

'' Old Teftament." It was a

favourite obferyation with him.
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that without fome knowledge

of fcripture criticifm, no man

can thoroughly underftand his

Bible, or make a proper ufe of

it. For a fuller memoir of this

excellent charader fee Protef-

tant DiiTenters' Majrazine for

'795>P* 217, &c. And Wil-

fon's DifTenting Churches, vol.

i. p. 66—77.

2. Mr, Thomas Leaveily,

firft paftor of a congregatioo at

Little Baddow in ElTex ; and

then, as fuccefTor to Mr. Simon

Brown, at the Old Jewry, in

London, from about 1723 to

1737 ; a man of excellent tem-

per, and dilHnguiflied by a gift

in prayer. He was one of the

preachers of the lecture at

Saltsrs' Hall agaiaft popery, in

1735. See Wilfon's DifTenting

Churches, vol. ii. p. 358, 360.

P. S. It appears, from an

article in the obituary of the

Monthly Magazine for Decem-

ber 1797? p- 493, on the death

of Mr. John Southwell, Novem-

ber 22, in that year, in the

75th year of his age, the grand-

fon of the tutor, that Mr.

Thompfon's account of him is

not quite corre6>, any more than

complete. It is there ftated,

that he, having been educated

under Mr. Woodhoufe, was

fucceifively chaplain to Philip

Foley, of B eftwood, efq; aiTift:-

ant to Mr. Woodhoufe, mafter

of an academy at Kiddermin-

fter, which he removed to

Dudley, and thence to New-

bury; and died of a confump-

tion, about 1694, aged about

32. Hisgrandfon was 33 years

mafler of the grammar-fchool

at Stafford : a correft and ele-

gant fcholar, and a man of

diilinguifhing and amiable ex-

cellencies of chara£ler, who in

the latter part of his life fyfte-

matically cultivated cheerfulnefs,

as a duty, and whofe moll

favourite author was Jortin.

XL 3/)\ IVarreii's Pupils.

Befides Mr. Grove, the names cuftomers, and who had begun

of the following gentlemen are to initiate the youth in the fame

preferved, as having received employment; till being once at

academical learninq; under JMr. Treo;othnan, the feat of the

Warren.

1 . Mr. John Enty, a native

of Cornwall, the foa of a taylor,

who worked at the houfcs of his

Bofcawens, the indications he

gave of intelligence and parts

attraded the notice of Mrs,

Fortcfcue, a lady, who was a
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great friend of the difTenting

caufe, and induced her to take

him under her patronage, and

to fupport the expence of his

education, firft at a grammar-

fchool, and then in his acade-

mical courfe ; which he finiflied

with the character of a bright

and ferious young man. He
was invited to fettle, as fuccefibr

to Mr. Shirwell, with a congre.

gation at Plymouth. Though

the topics on which he difcour-

fed were common and trite; yet

the pains he is faid to have

beflowed on his compoiitions,

a ftrong muilcal voice, a lively

imagination, and a great com-

mand andflowof vvordsj adapted

to the tafte of his hearers, pleafed

the ear and moved the paifions.

After the ejedment of the great

Mr. Peirce, he was chofen one

of the rninifters of the united

congregations at Exeter, in 1 7 20,

At this time the diflenters thro*

Devon and Cornwall were

greatly agitated by the warmth

with which the trinitarian con-

troverfy was carried on 5 and at

the afTcmbly of rninifters, fays

my author, had ** kt up a fpiri-

•* tual tyranny, and fuccefsfully

"•and fmoothly carried it on
** for many years under the

" cover of three words, ^grec-

" menty Order, JDecency.'^

Mr. Enty became a ftrenuous

advocate for the orthodoxy of

the day, and a leader in the

tranfadions of the aflemblyj

and all ecclefiaftical affairs were

direded by him with the ap'

plaufe of his friends, by whom
he \yasmuch careiTed, but with

a peculiar hauteur and contempt

which provoked and difgufted

others. But, in private circles,

his manners were eafy and free,

and without any affedatijn of

diftance and gravity. He had

a great afcendancy over his

principal hearers, without pry-

ing into the fecrets of families,

or interfering in domeftic af-

fairs. He outlived the con-

troverfy, and furvived his

opponents, enjoying the peace,

power, and reputation, which by

a ftedfaft adherence to his party

he had firmly eftabiifhed. An
epidemic difeafe terminated his

life about the end of the year

1743, ^2id he met death witl;i

great compofure and decency,

taking a diftinrt and folemn

leave of his family.—Mr.

Fox's Lives of his old and

particular friends ; a MSo
communicated by his grandfon,

Mr. George Cleather, ofSton^»

houfe, near Plymouth*
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N.B. Mr. Fox, a native of

Plymouth, was a fellow ftudejit

with Dr. Chandler, and Arch-

bilhop Seeker, at Mr. Eames's.

He was educated fur the mi-

Filftry, and preached t)nce ; but

foon after lay afide the charadler,

and afterwards conformed, as a

Jayman.

2. Mr. Jacob Sandcrcock,

who fettled at Taviftock, De-

von, in 168S, and was a cha-

radler that carried great weight

and authority. Fox's MS.

3. Mr. George Brett, who

fettled at Lifkeard in Corn-

wall ;
*' a genius, a man of a

*' clear head and a great rne-

" mory ; able to talk off hand

'^^ on any point, as if he had

" ftudied no other; his learning

*' laid not only in divinity and

" hiflory, but he was an acute

*' philofopher^ underftood more

'* of the grounds of phyfic than

"* many who profefTed it ; he

'* had a talle for painting and

" mufic; he difclaimed the

'* power aflumed for fome years

'* by the Exeter affembly, and

** held in contempt the prefby-

*^ terian hierarchy." Fox's MS.

He fettled at Lilkeard about

the year, 1705, and was living

in 1761. His grand-daughter

by his only daughter and child,

married to Mr. John Weymouth

of Exeter, was the firll wife of

the late Rev. Timothy K.enrick>

of that city.

4. Mr. Chriftopher Taylor,

who, v.'ith a capacity fufficiently

great and extcnfive to qualify

him for any of the learned pro-

feflions, chofe to devote himfelf,

under the difficulties and dif-

couragements of the times, to

the miniftry among the diflen-

ters ; and in his academical

courfe made a very confiderable

progrefs in rational and polite

ler-rnin?, which he afterwards

cultivated and improved. He
was folemnly ordained to the

office of miniiter on the 25th

Auguft 16S7, and was recom-

mended to £11 up a very public

ftation at Bath; and in 1699
was invited to the fervice of the

congregation in Hatton-Garden,

London, v/here he difcharged

the paftoral office to their great

fatisfadion about twenty-four

years; and fcarcelyany minifter

in the city was more conftantly

attended on, or more valued and

regarded by his people: thougk

his minifterial labours were

chiefly confined to them, his

ufefulnefs was much more ex-

tenfive, efpecially to the com-

mon welfare of proteftant
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dilTenters ; and he was engaged

by fome of the beft judges of

men to a£l in fome public

tranraftions ofgreat confequence

both to Scotland and England,

Tiz. thofe of the union of the

two kingdoms, in 1707. On
the completion of which, he

preached, and printed a thanks-

giving fermon. He was zea-

lous for the civil and religious

liberties of mankind. He de-

livered his difcourfes as one

deeply fenfible of the weight of

ihe fervice in which he was

engaged, and greatly concerned

for the honour of God, and the

edification of his hearers, with

vigour and affeftion. He united

in his charadler a quick appre-

henfion, a found judgment, and

a good tafte of things ; wifdom

in council, and a confiderable

infight into the affairs of the

world; a large ihare of natural

firmnefs and integrity, a fleady

honefty, and a true greatnefs

and generofity of mind. He
died on the 26th of Oiftober

1723.—The funeral fermon by

Mr. JoQiua Bayes.

HI. Mr. Charles Morton's Pupils,

I.Mr. Samuel Lawrence, a

native of Wem in Shropfhire,

born in 1661 I who, after fome

time fpent at Mr. Philip

Henry's, and then at Mr. Mal-

den*s, at Alkinton, near Whit-

church, where he improved

himfelf very much in Greek and

Hebrew, went through a courfe

of univerfity learning under

Mr. Morton. He was, fir ft, for

feveral years domelUc chaplain

to Lady Irby, relid of Sir

Anthony Irby, of Weftminfter.

In 1688, he accepted an unani-

mous invitation to become the

minifter of a congregation of

difTenters at Nantwich in Che-

fhire ; where he difcharged the

duties of his paftoral office,

embracing all opportunities of

doing good, with diligence and

earneftnefs, for nearly 24 years.

His whole converfation in the

world, was blamenefs and

earneft. He was a go@d fcholar,

and a judicious and ferious

preacher. He died April 4th

1712, in the 51ft year of his

age. Some of the lad words

he was heard to utter were, ** I

" do not fear, I do not fear.'*

His fecond fon was the very

amiable Dr. Samuel Lawrence;|
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many years paflor of the con-

gregation in Monkwell-ftreet,

London.—Mr. Matt. Henry's

funeral fermon for the father,

p. 33—48 ; Dr. Fordyce's

ditto for the fon, p, 26—32.

2. Mr. John Beaumont, of

whoni we have already iiiade

mention, p. 250,1,

3. Mr. Thomas Reynolds,

born in London about the year

1657, and admitted into Mr.

Morton's academy 1683. He
afterwards ftudied at Geneva

and Utrecht. He was invited,

in i695,tofucceedMr. Thomas

Kentifh, as miniller of a fraall

congregation in Cannon-ftreet,

London ; which in a fiiort time

became numerous, and eredled

a new and more commodious

place of worlhip, over the

King's Weigh-Houfe in Little

Eaft-cheap ; where Mr. Rey-

nolds continued his minifterial

labours for above thirty years

with celebrity and reputation,

diligence and fuccefs, till 1727.

He was one of the firfl fix

miniflers, who conduced a lec-

ture at the Weigh-Houfe on Fri-

day evening, and was one ofthe

leflurers at Salters' Hall on a

Tuefday. He took a didin-

guiftied part in the trinitarlan

controverfy in 1 7 1 9 ; and was

2 llrenuous advocate for the

fubfcription required by many
to the firll article of the Church

of England, and to the anfwers

to the fifth and fix.th queflions

in the affembly's catechifm,

through a mifguidcd zeal impo-

fing on others their own views

of the chriftian do(!lrine. For

a memoir of Mr. Reynolds,

fee Wilfon's Diffent ing Chur-

ches, vol. i. p. iij7, 17.2.

4. Mr. Jofeph Hill, born the

iith of O6lober 1667, in Sa-

lifbury ; who on his removal

from the free fchool of that

city, into which he entered at

the age of {even, and where he

continued nine years, affording

early fpecimens ofa good genius

for learning, was placed under

the tuition of Mr. Morton
;

after the breaking up of whofe

feminary, he ftudied under Mr.

Sprint, a diffenting minifter, near

Andover, under the learned Mr.

Richard Stretton, and under

Mr. Glafcock. When he had

finifhed his academical courfe,

he fpent feven years as chaplain

in the family of Lady Irby.

His firfl: connexion in the pafto-

ral office was with a congre-

gation of proteftant diiTenters

in Swallow-ilreet, St. James's.

In 1699, he accepted an invi.

tation from the Englilh church

at Rotterdam ; where he con-
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tinued his minidry for nineteen

years, and was held in great

refpeft by the Dutch as well

as Englifh Churches. On the

joth of February 171 8, he

became pafior of the congre-

gation of diiTenters of the pref-

byterian denomination, which

then afiemblsd at Haberdafliers*

Hall, where he fucceeded Mr.

Coningham. Here he laboured

nearly eleven years, approving

himfelf, though not a popular

preacher, a learned, pious, and

judicious divine. He died in

his fleep on the 2 1 ft of January

1729. The congregation,

which had declined in numbers

for many years, difiblved itfelf

in 1734, when Dr. Theophi-

lus Lobb was its miniller.

Wilfon's Diffenting Churches,

vol. iii. p. 137— 139.

5. Mr. William Hocker, a

fellow ftudent with Mr,Thomas

Reynolds, was defcended from

refpeftable and religious parents,

jitTreUll, near Warbridge, in

Cornwall, where he was born

in 1662. He received the

rudiments of claiTical learning

from the Rev. Jofeph Halfey,

ejefled from the rediory of St.

Michael Penkevel in that

county ; whofe houfe, on its

being known, that for want of a

convenient fchool, he had taken

on himfelf the inilru£\ion of his

own children, was thronged with

gentlemen's fons of thebeftrank»

tho' many of them were averfe

from nonconformity. After Mr,

Hocker had finifhed his academi-

cal courfe under Mr. Morton, he

engaged as achaplain to a worthy

family at Edmonton, near Lon-

don, where, befides his daily of-

fices, he preached every Lord's

day evening, on which fervice the

neighbours were permitted to

attend. The event was, that

by this means he formed the

iirft congregation of proteftant

diiTenters in that place, which

afterwards became refpeftable

in numbers and wealth. Here

he exercifed his miniftry, with

energy and fuccefs in ftriking

the confcience and healing the

wounded mind, for above thirty

years ; when he accepted an

invitation, in 17 19, to be the

colleague of Mr. Samuel Pom-

pet, minifter of the congrega-

tion, in Gravel-lane, Kouns-

ditch. In this connexion he

died on the 12th of December
'

1 72 1, greatly honoured, uni*

verfally beloved, and much

lamented ; having exhibited a

pattern of laborious diligence

in the duties of his ofFice, efpe-

cially of indefatigable attention

to vifidng the fick ^nd afHi(5ted^
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whether rich or poor j and an

amiable pattern of modefty,

meeknefs, and humility.—

A

fingular fa6l conneds itfelf with

his hiftory. A young gentle-

woman, a relation of his tutor,

vifiting Mr. Morton with her

mother from Barbadoes, while

he was a fludent, was much af-

fefled by the example of his

piety. Previoully to their

Jeaving England, Mr. Hocker

drew up and put into her hands

a paper of chriflian counfel and

advice. On their voyage back

to Barbadoes thefe ladies were

taken by a Sallee man, and car-

ried away captives to Mequinex,

They were ftript cf all they had,

but the daughter found means

of preferving this MS. The

mother, after feveral years fpent

in captivity^ was fet at liberty,

and came to England ; where

fhe expreffcd a lively fenfe of

the benefit and confolation (he

and her daughter had derived

in their afRidion from this pa-

per, which was the only me-

morandum ofchriflian principles

they were permitted to keep.—

The young lady, who was

detained, was prefented to the

Emperor of Fez and Morocco,

He was fo captivated with her

beauty, that no means of al-

lurement to make her renounce

her religion, were uneffayed.

When thefe arts did not prevail,

(he was beaten in a mofl barba-

rous manner, her fkin was laid

open in feveral places, and fire

was fet to the gunpowder

with which the interllices were

filled. Yet fhe continued iled-

fafl. When fhe was almofl kil-

led, the Emperor declared that

he would marry her, notwith"

flanding her religious profeffion;

which he did, and fhe became

one of his four queens.—Rey-

nolds's funeral fermon for Mr.

Hocker, p. 36—55.
6. Mr. Jofeph Bennet, whofe

father and grandfather were

worthy minifters, the former

ejeded from Brightling in

SufTex, was born in 1665, and

received his grammar learning

under Mr. Thomas Goldham,

at Burwadi in the fame county,

a polite fcholar, whom the aft

of uniformity ejected from that

vicarage. From whofe femi-

nary he removed to Mr. Mor.

ton's academy, to purfue a

courfe of univerfity fludies ; of

which in fubfequent life he

always fpoke with fmgular

pleafure, and of his tutor with

great refpecfl and veneration.

He preached for fome time, as a

probationer, at Stratford in

EiTex. In 1692, June 22, he
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and fix other you»ig mlnifters,

viz. Mr. jolhua Bayes^, Mr.

Thomas Reynolds, Mr. Jofeph

Hill, Mr. Ebenezer Bradfhavv,

of Ramfgate in the county of

Kent, Mr. William King, of

Kumford in EfTex, and Mr.

afterwards Dr. Edmund Calamy,

were folemnly ordained at Dr.

Annefley's meeting-hoiife in

Little St. Helens. The fervice

was conduiSled by Dr. Samuel

Annefley, Mr. Vincent Alfop,

Dr. Daniel Williams, Mr.

Richard Stretton, Mr. Matthew

Sylvefter, and Mr. KentiOi.

This was the lirft inftance of a

public ordination in the city

©f London, after paffing the

A£l of Uniformity ; as thofe

fervices had been performed till

then with great caution and

privacy. Mr. Rennet's firil

fettlement after this was as a

colleague with Mr. William

Wickins, venerable for . cha-

radler and years, at Newington

Green. In 1708, he was

chofen affiHant to the eminent

Mr. Shower in this connexion

with whom, and with his fuc-

cefTor Mr. Simon Brown, he

continued his minifterial fer-

vices to the congregation in the

Old Jewry, greatly , eRcemed,

till his death, February n,
1725, aged 61; fupporting the

charader of a fcriptural and

judicious preacher, of the man
of learning, and of the chris-

tian and minifter^ diftinguilhed

by modefty, humility, ftridl

piety, and ofan " Ifraelite in-

" deed, in whom there was no

" guile," The remark he made

when he delivered the dif-

courfe, which proved his lafl

fermon, from Luke ii. 14,

" Glory to God in the highel!;,

** and on earth peace, good
** will towards men," that he

thought that a good fubjed to

end with : and the text, Pfalm

ix. 10, *' They that know
** thy name will put their truil

** in thee : for thou Lobd haft

"not forfaken them that feek

'' thee," on which he defired

that his funeral fermon might

be preached, and prelTed on

the hearts and attentioft of the

hearers, as the fum of his own

obfervation and experience

;

were expreffive indications of

the turn of his thoughts, and

the excellent flate of hismind.

—Dr. Calamy 's fermon for Mr.

Bennet, p. 4, 34—46. Wil-

fon's Diifenting Churches, vol.

ii. p. 331—338,
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IV. Mr. Frankland's Pupils, To page 22^5,

We have, probably, no lift

of ftudents educated in the fe-

minaries of diffenlers fo minute

and full as that which was af-

fixed by Dr. Latham, of the

pupils of the above-named emi-

nent tutor, to a funeral fermon

for the Rev. Daniel Madock, of

Uttoxeter, 26th May 1745.
" When,*' as he exprefled it,

*' many of thofe young lights

*"« were fct as to us, but would

«* fhine out again in the iirma-

*" ment above," The date of

the commencement of their aca-

demical courfe is fpecified againft

each. A correfpondent under

the fignature of P. has repub-

lifhed this lift through federal

numbers of -the Monthly Re-

pofitory for 1 8 1 1 , with fuch

biographical notices as the in-

formation he had obtained could

furnifh. To thefe authorities

the reader is referred ; and this

account will be confined to

thofe names only, of whom we

are able to fupply fome biogra-

phical notices from other

quarters; prefixing to each name

a number correfpondent to the

order in Dr. Latham's cataloo-ue.

No. 3. Mr. Thos. Whitaker,

7th April 1670, was of a very

antient family in Lancafhire.

In 1676, he became minifter

to a large congregation of non-

conformifts in Call-lane, Leeds,

and had 9. full fhaie of the

hardftiips and perfccutions of

the times; yet he was fo re-

fpefted by the mayor and al-

dermen, that they often abfented

themfelves, when they had reafon

to expefl the informers. At
length one Kirkfhaw lodged an

information againft him, and

he was committed to the gaol

in York, January 1683. This

trial was aggravated by the

death of his wife while he was
in prifon. After his liberation,

he renewed and purfued his

miniftry in peace, and refpecled

by all, till his death on Nov.

19, 1710, in the 34 th year of

his paftoral connedlion at Leeds,

He left two fons; William, af-

terwards a phyfician in London,

and Thomas, who fucceeded

him. His works were a vo-

lume of fermons on theparabi*

of the unclean fpirit; to which

are annexed feveral funeral fer-

mons: alfo two fingle fermons,

viz. *' Comfort for Parents

" mourning over their children

*^ dying young ;" and '' The
** Chriftian Sanctuary, or Room
*' for returning Sinners.'* Mr,
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Thomas Whitaker, jun. pur-

chafed the eftate of Kirklhaw,

the informer agahiil his father;

and aftually relieved his pof-

terity, greatly reduced by the

vices of their parent.—MS.

additions to a copy of Mr. J.

Fawcett's " Life of Oliver

*' Heywood," prefented to the

author of this Hiftory by the

late R. W. Moult, efq; of

Wickerfley, near Rotheram.

1 6. Mr. John Heywood,

26th May 1674, eldeft fon of

Mr. Oiiver Heywood, ejefled

from Coley, Yorkfhire, fettled

firfl as a fchoolmader at Kirk-

heaton, in that county, 27th

May 1678. He had previ-

oufly to this fpent fome little

time in the univerfity of Glaf-

gow. On the 23d Augurt:

168 1, he was folemnly fet

apart to the work of the

miniftry ; thefervice was con-

du£leJ in a private houfe at

Craven. See the Life of the

Father, p. 127— 8. November

18, 1684, he was appointed

tutor to Thomas Wellby, fon

and heir of — Weftby,

^fq; of R.ivenfield, near Ro-

theram. March 14, 1693, he

was invited to become the

minifter of the ccnp^regation

of difienters in Rotheram.

Scon after, on his marriage.

he left Mr, Weilby's family,'

and fixed his refidence in the

town ; where he remained

about eight years, and then

removed to Pontefrad, at which

place he died. Moult's MS.

17. Eliezer Heywood, 26th

May 1674, was ordained to

the miniilry, June iH, 5687,

at the houfe of his father ; the

fervice vvas conduced by his

tutor Mr. Frankland, Mr.

James Bradfhaw, Mr. Dawlon,

Mr. John IfTot, and others.

He then became domeflic

chaplain to Major Taylor, of

Walling Wells, near Carlton,

Nottinghamfhire ; and conti-

nued in this retired fituation

for feveral years. Soon after

his marriage, January 18,

1700, he removed to Droni-

field in Derbyfhire, and

preached to a fmall congre-

gation there till his death.

His fon, educated under Dr.

Latham, vi^as pador of the

congregation at Mansfield^

where he died about 1805.

This gentleman's fon, Mr.

Samuel Heywood, a moft ex-

cellent and amiable man.

attorney at law, and town-clerk

of Nottingham, died greatly la-

mcntcd, 25th July 17S9, aged

34. Moult's MS. and' Wake-

field's Life, vol.i. p. 296, 299.
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i8. Mr. Thomas Cotton,

26th May 1674. This is the

name in Dr Latham's lift, and

in Mr. Thompfon's MS. on

dhTencing academics; but P.

in the Repofitory, has It Colton.

About the year 1715, there was

a gentleman of this name, with

the initials M. D. after it,

minifter of a congregation in

the city of York.

22. Mr. John Nefbitt, June

28, 1674. He was a native of

Northumberland, born 6th

October i66i. His zeal for

the proteflant religion, expref-

fed in the mofl: public manner

in the prefence of the Duke of

York, afterwards James lid,

expofed him to no light fuf-

iferings before he was twenty

years of age. He was obliged

to withdraw from Edinburgh,

foon after he commenced his

iludies in the univerfity there,

and with fome others to feek

fecurity in a foreign land. But

going from London to Hol-

land, they were felzed, and

committed clofe prifoners to the

Marlbalfea ; where he was laid

in irons, and confined for more

than four months, in hopes of

making him an evidence. But

neither the eyils he fuifered,

nor the advantageous offers

made to him by the King in

council, could corrupt the In-

tegrity or fhake the firmnefs

of his mind. During his con-

finement he had no books ex-

cept his Bible, which he was

obliged to conceal, left it

fliould be taken from him.

This he read much ; and from

the principles and exercifes of

devotion he derived fach plea «

fure and coniblatlon, that he

often declared, in fubfequent

life, *' the prefence of God
*^ made the prifcn a palace to

'^ him." He died 27th 0£lo-

ber 1727, in the 67th year of

his age 5 having been paftor of

the fame congregation, in

Hare-Court, Alderfgate-ftreet,

London, thirty-three years,

with great acceptance to the

laft. See Hurrion's funeral

fermon for Mr. Nefoitt, p,

3 4—4 2 . Wil fon's Diffenting

Churches, vol. iii. p. 2 82—'286.

38, Mr. Nathaniel Hey-

wood, 25th April 1677, was

miniller of a congregation at

Ormfkirk, from the vicarage

of which town his father had

been cjefled ; and died there

Oflober 26, 1704. S'=*e Faw-

cett's Life of Oliver Heywood^

P- '33-

42. Mr. Jofeph or Jofhua

Eaton was fettled at Maccles-

field in 1696; and according

P
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to Dr. Clegg, removed firft to

Nottingham, and then to Col-

chefler, and was afterwards a

very ufeful phyfician in Lon-

don, and reached to a very ad-

vanced age; for Dr.Grofvenor's

*' Eflay on Health" is dedi*

cated, with fentiments of great

refpeft and gratitude, to Dr.

Jofeph Eaton, of the College

of Phyficians, London, fecond

edition, 1748. See Proteftant

Diffenters' Magazine, 1798,

vol. V. p. 403, note.

44. Mr. Peter Finch, 3d

May 1678. According to

Mr. Thompfon's MS, and

NeaPs Lift of Diflenting Con-

gregations and Minifters, he

fettled with the independent

congregation at Norwich, in

17 1 5, In which connexion

he died, having lived to bury

three fucceffive generations,

46. Mr. Thomas Lea, May
II, 1678. According to the

preceding authorities, he was

fettled at Knutsford, Chefhire.

56. Mr. John Gledhill,

through miflake, in the Monthly

Repofitory, called Gleadhall,

Oftober ift, 1678, born in

Yorkfliire, was the fon of an

excellent man, diftinguiftied by

knowledge and piety. He
entered on the miniftry when

young, with great courage and

zeal, in a time of perfecution.

After a few years he fettled at

Colchefter, where his peacea-

ble fpirit and prudent conduct

reftored and maintained the

harmony of the congregation,

which he found in a divided

Hate. He fulfilled his minis-

terial duties with pleafure, fer-

vour, and zeal ; befides preach-

ing twice every Lord's day,

catechifmg the young perfons

publicly every other Lord'sday.

He continued in this con-

nection, beloved and refpedled

by his people, for thirty-four

years, to his death on Decem-

ber 20, 1727, in tlie 66th

year of his age. Barker's

funeral fermon for Mr. Gled-

hill, p. 32—36.

61. Mr. Adam Holland,

March 2, 1680; according to

Neal'sMS.wasM.D.

6j . Mr. Abraham Dawfon

13th April 1680; was fettled

at Cottingham, near Hull, in

1715. Neal'sMS.

75. Mr. William Tong, 2d

March 1680.

84. Mr. Nathaniel Prieftlys

Feb. 2, 1681; was fettled at

Halifax in 17 15.

107. Mr. Jofhua Bayes, Nor.

15, 1686; was minifter of the

congregation at Leather-lane,

in Hatton-garden, London, in

connexion withMr. Chriftopher

Taylor. He publiihed a funeral



APPENDIX. 579

fermon f«r that gentleman; a

fecond for Mr. Cornilh, alfo

his colleague; and a third

preached at Salters^hall, againft:

popery, on the worlhip of God
in an unknown tongue. He had

a brother, a refpeftable miniiler

at Tunbridge; and author of

a tra(5l that excited attention,

entitled "Divine Benevolance,"

I73ii in the controverfy, on

thefpring of the divine a6lions,

between this writer, Mr. Bal-

guy, and Mr. Grove. See

Doddridge's Divinity Le<5lures,

byKippis, vol i- p. 177—184.

112. Mr. John Piggot, 21ft

of January 1686; fettled

with a baptift congregation in

Little Wild-ftreet, Lincoln's-Inn

Fields, London j and died 1713,

after a long ficknefs, during

which the piety and charity

which adorned his ctfnverfation

in the time of his health, feemed

to increafe in ftrength and

luftre. He was a man of learn-

ing ; and his difcourfes, in

which were happily blended

reafon and eloquence, were

adapted at once to improve the

mind and touch the heart. His

publications were coiledled after

his death, and reprinted in one

volume 8vo. Crolby's Hiftory

of the Baptifts, vol. iv. p. 315
•— 519. A letter to his con-

gregation, 6th Augufl: i7o8>

is preferved in the Proteftant

DifTenters* Magazine, vol. vi*

1799, p. 221—223.

129. Mr. Samuel Baxter,

6th Feb. 1 687, the fon of Mr.

Nathaniel Baxter, ejedlcd from

St. Michael's, Manchefter, was

paftor of the prefbyterian con-

gregation in Ipfwich 39 years,

and died July 19, 1740, aged

70. Monthly Repofitory, vol.

iv. 1809, p. 6, note; and Pal-

mer's Noncon. Mem. vol. ii.

p. 101.

134. Mr. John Afli, May

7, 1688, was born at Tidef-

well in Derbyftiire, 1 1 th Feb.

1672 ; the fcenes of his minif-

try, to which he was ordained

in the meeting-houfe at MalcafF,

1696, were feveral congregra-

tions among the mountains

called the Peak ; amongft whom
he laboured with diligence and

earneflnefs till his death, 0<fl.

I, 1734, ^" ^^^ 64th year of

his age. It marked good judg-

ment and fcrupulous reverence

for the fcriptures, that he never

quoted texts from a found of

the words, but only fuch as in

their real fenfe fuited his defign;

for he efteemed it the greateft

abufe of the facred writings to

prefs them into any fervice for

which they were not intended.

PP
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His quotations from them were,

therefore, though very frequent,-

always pertinent, and generally

accompanied with a brief illuf-

tration; and he had a peculiarly

happy talent in explaining an

obfcure text by a Ihort clear pa-

raphrafe, Proteilant DiiTenters*

Mag. vol. V. p. 404; where

there is an intcrefling memoir

of this execllent man.

143. Ratcliff Scolfield, 18th

July 1688, was fettled firil: at

Whitworth m Lancafliire; and

in 1727 removed to Ringhay

chapel in Cheiliire.

190. James Wood, more

i^orreftly Woods, 22d April

5691, was the fon of Mr. jas.

Woods, ejeded from Afliton in

liackcrfield. He fettled with a

congregation of diffenters at the

Old chapel in Chowbent, Lan-

cafhire, which he ferved with

aH'edion and fidelity in the

Ipirit of meeknefs and piety

above 60 years, dying February

3759. He is Hill remembered

as a firm friend to the liberties

of his country, and a facetious

companion, as well as a faithful

fcrvant of the Lord Jesus. At

the time of the rebellion in

1715, he headed a body com-

pofed of all the hale and cou-

rageous men of his congrega-

tion, armed with the inftruments

ofhufbandry, and marched them

to Preilon, and fecured the pof-

feffion of Walton bridge, at the

order of Gen. Wills. George

I. acknowledged this brave and

loyal conduct v/ith an honour-

able memorial of his favour.

Mr. Woods was, after this,

called General Woods. When
his fociety, through refentment

of their fteadinefs to the caufe

of liberty, • at the general elec-

tion in 1722, were deprived of

their place of worfliip, Mr.

Woods, by his aftive exertions,

procured affiflance to ered the

prefent large and commodious

chapel. My fon, H. Toulmin'?

Life of Mr, John Mort, p. 7,

8, 9.

2CO. Mr. Samuel Wood,

3d May 1692, fucceflively mi-

niHer at Wivcnhoe, EiTex;

Lavenham, Suffex ; Bifliop-

Stortford, Herts 5 and Wood"

bridge, Suffolk, where he died

in September 1748. Thomp*

fon's MS.

201,202. Samuel Dawfon,

Eli Dawfon, May 13, 1692,

fons of Mr. Jofeph Dawfon,

ejetled from Thornton chapel,

Yorkfliire. A brother of thcfe

gentlemen (lands No. 6j on

the lift of Mr. Frankland's

pupils. See Theol. Rev. ut

ante, p. 326. Mr. Eli Daw-
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fonhadfevenfons; fix of whom chaplain of his Majefty's fhip

were educated difTenting mi- Stirling-Caftle.

mflers, but four of them after-

wards conformed. Dr. Thos.

Dawfon, who united the pro-

feilion of phyfic with the cha-

rafler of a divine, was for fome

219. Thomas Letherland,

July 7, 1693, fettled as a mi-

nifter at Stratford. Thomp-
fon's MS.

256, 257. John Fletcher,

years minifter of the congrega- and James Clegg, Feb. 26,

tion at the Gravel Pit, Hack- 1696, were minifters of a con-

ney; but before his death gregation at Chapel le Frith,

confined himfelf to the pradice Derbylhire. The fame,

of phyfic, in which he was 230. Mr. Chriftopher Baf-

eminent. Dr. Benjamin Daw-
fon began his public life as

affiftant to Mr. Read, at St.

Thomas's, Southwark. After

conforming he became rector

nett, ift April i6g6, was fettled

in Liverpool. The fame.

231. Mr. Robert Murrey,

27th May 1696, appears to

have fettled firll at Burton in

of Burgh in Suffolk ; and, it is i Stafrordrnire, where he was

apprehended, is flill living.

He is well known by feveral

learned publications, efpccially

in defence of religious liberty,

and as author ofa volum.e offer-

mons at Lady Mover's leiflure.

Another brother, Mr. Abraham

Dawibn, reflor of Ringsfield,

Suffolk, publifhed, in 1763, a

new tranflation of the three firft

chapters of Genefis, and with

notes critical and explanatory;

and in 1772, a tranflation of

the fourth and fifth chapters, on

the fame plan. The fourth

brother, Eli Dawfon^ publifhed

a fermon from Pfalms xviii. 46,

on taking Quebec, in 1763, as

ordained 2d Augull 1 705. He
removed afterwards to Chefier

about the year 1720; to the

congregation of which Mr.

Matthew Henry had been the

paflor. His works were
*' Chrifl every Chriflian's Pat^

" tern," 1 2mo. ** The Exam-
** pie of St. Paulreprefented to

" Minifters and private Chrift-

*•' ians out of the A<fts of the

*' Apofllesj and his own divine

"letters," i2mo. ; and *' Clo-»

<' fet Devotion," i2mo.

346. Mr. Richard LefTmg-.

ham, 3d of April 1697, was

miniiler, in 1715, at Nevv^

nam, Norfolk, where ws5
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formerly a meeting. Thomp-
fon's MS.

347. Mr. Richard Chorley,

was a native of the North,

preached for fome time at

Framlingham in Suffolk, and

afterwards conformed in a lay

capacity. Id.

351. Mr. afterwards Dr.

John Evans, 36th May 1698,

was fon of Mr. John Evans,

Baliol college, Oxford, ejefled

from Ofweftry, Shropfhire, af-

terwards paftor of the congre-

gational church at Wrexham in

Denbighftiire ; where this fon

was born, and afterwards fettled

as the paflor of another con-

gregation. After fome time he

removed to London, firfi: as

alTiftant to, and then as co-paftor

of, the congregation at Hand-

alley in Bilhopfgate-ftreet. He
died 23d May 1730, in the

51ft year of his age; leaving

behind him a name honoured

for virtues, abilities, and influ-

ence; and of celebrity for many

publications, particularly in a

controverfy with a learned

divine. Dr. Gumming, on
*' the importance of Scripture

" Confequences ;" and for

two volumes of fermons on
** the Chrid'ian Temper.'* See

Harris's Funeral Difcourfes,

p. 285—296. Wilfon's Hii,

tory, vobii.p. 212—221.

253, Mr. Thomas Wain^

man, 5th July 1697, fettled

at Bingley in Yorkshire, where

he was minifter about 1715.

535. Mr. Daniel Madock,

I ith Augufi: 1697, was the fon

of a learned phyfician. Dr.

JofhuaMadock, at Whitchurch

in Shropfhire, the friend of Sir

Ifaac Newton. His iirfl: years

were fpent with Mr. Philip

Henry's family; where he was

early inftrud^ed in literature,

and formed to piety. His fa-

mily could be traced back

through collateral branches and

alliances to princes of the name

of Madock, amongft the anr-

cient Britons ; to one of

whom their hiftorians, fo early

as the 1 2th century, afcribe the

difcovery of America. He en-

tered on his miniftry in the

neighbourhood of Chefler; from

whence he removed and fettled

at Utoxeter, Staffordfhire, in

1709; where he died May

1745. His preaching was plain

and eafy, and adapted to the

meanell capacity of his audi-

tory 5 his manner of life was

Hill, quiet, and inoffenfive;

though he conftantly performed

the public fcrvices of the
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Lord's Day, his tender con-

ilitution confined him almofl

entirelv at home. Dr. Latham's

Funeral Sermon for Mr, Ma-
dock, p. 27

—

\\* N. B. Mr.

Madock finifned his academical

fludies under Dr. Benion. Dr.

Latham has preferved a Latin

letter of Sir Ifaac Newton to

Dr. Madock, on optics, dated

Feb. 7th, 1679.

339. Mr, William Cook,

Jan. 5j 169S.

342. Mr. John King, 22d

March, 1698.

352. Mr. David Some, July

4, 1698. Dr. Latham fays of

Mr. Cook and Mr. Some, that

they left a fragrant odour of

their names.

Mr. John King, who was of

the family of Lord Chancellor

King, was a person of Jine

genius and the mofl. polite parts;

but too much refembJed Mr.

Madock in excefs of modefty and

tiieafFedation of retirement. As

they were almoft uniform in their

lives, they were not long divided

in their deaths ; and pafTed thro'

the world like fubterraneous

ftreams, unheard and unknown.

Latham's Sermon, p. 27, 28.

Mr. David Some fettled at

Market-Harborough, and after-

wards took upon him the paf-

(oral care of a fmall fociety at

Kibworth, In conjunftion with

his own ; in which he was for

feveral years aflifted by Mr.
afterwards Dr. Philip Dod-

dridge, to whom, next to Dr.

Clarke, he was the beft friend

he ever experienced. Mr. Some
died on the 29th of May 1737.

He was a perfon of uncommon

piety, zeal, prudence, and fa-

gacity. He never printed

more than two fermons; one in

the year 1729, concerning the

proper methods to be taken by

minifters for the revival of re-

ligion ; and another in 1736,

at the funeral of the Rev. Thos.

Saunders, of Kettering: a fatal

modefty conligned to the flame*

with his dying breath thofc

writings, *' which," fays Dr.

Doddridge, ** would have pro-

'^ bably been the means of

*' fpreading among thoufands

" that fpirit of wifdom, piety,

** and love, into which the

" whole foul of the author

•' feemed to be transformed.*

The do6lor has preferved 3

remark of Mr. Some, as a fpe-

cimen of his judgment and

acutenefs, on the iinifhed hy-

pocrify of Judas Ifcariot, viz.

that this man is never found

faying a word of ChrilVs tem-

poral kingdom, though it is to

be fuppofed that he followed
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him from the hope of prefer-

ment and gain. Some years

after Mr. Some's death. Dr.

Doddridge publifhed a judicious

tra(5l written by him, which

was of confidcrable urility in

removing the fcruples of fome

worthy minds with refpedl to

inoculation. Mr. Some, in con-

jundion with Mr. Norris^ of

"Welford, and Mr, John Jen-

nings, of Kibworth, overruled

an attempt, about the year 1723,

to introduce fubfcription to arr

tides of faith in words of hu-

man device, a§ a tefl: of ortho-

doxy, at the time when the

quellions on thj^t fubjefl: were

agitated in London. Dod-

dridge's Family Expofitor, vol.

ii.fed. "17^, noted} Kippis'^

Life of Doddridge, p. 26, 27,

y. List of Mr, Doolittie's Pupils. To page 23 f.

1. Mr, Bozier. See before

p. 242.

2. Mr. Matthew Henry.

See his life by Mr. Tong.

3. Mr. Samuel Bury, who

was firft minifter of a congre-

gation at Edmund's-Bury in

Suffolk; and in 1720 removed

to that of Levvin's-Mead in

Briuol, where he died. He
publifhed the life of his wife,

a lady of eminent piety and

diftinguiflied virtues. He was

contemporary at Mr,*Doolittle's

feminary with Mr. Matthew

Henry, of whom he faid, de-

lineating his character with

high encomiums, " he was to

'* me a mofl defirable friend,

** and I love Heaven better

" fnice he went there.'*

Mr. Doolittle's academy was

then i^ept at Ifiington, but the

iniquity of the times, that is,

the malignant fpiiit of intole-.

rancc, obliged him firft to re-

move to Batterfea, and foon

after to difperfe his pupils into

private families at Clapham.

Henry's Life, p. 27, i2mo,

4. Mr. Henry Chandler^

father of the learned and cele-

brated Dr. Samuel Chandler,

was firft fettled at Malmlbury,

and afterwards at Hungerford,

in Wilts ; but the greatefl: part

of his niiniftry was exercifed

at Bath, where he died in

17 19, and was fucceeded by

Mr. afterwards Dr. Benjamin

Stevenfon. Mr. Chandler pub-

lifhed, in 1705, a prafiical

Treatife, entitled ** Man's

" Higheil Happinefs.'' In

1 71 3, a charge delivered at

the ordination of Mr. Jofeph
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Denham, at Gloucefler, who

afterwards became the pafcor

of Mr. Pompet's congregadon

in Alie-ftreet, Goodman's-nelds.

Among other good advices

addrefled to Mr. Denham, he

is exhorted to preach intelli-

gibly ; for if the preacher be

in the clouds, it would be a

ftrange thing if thofe that fit

under bis minifiry be not in

darknefs. Another rule he lays

down is, " to preach good

fenfe, end to back it with

ilrong fcripture argument." In

1 7 17, he introduced to the

public from the prefs a fermon

and charge delivered at the

ordination of Mr. Thomas

Morgan, who aftervyards be-

came a phyfician, and well

known as the author of '' The

Moral Philofopher," by a pre-

face, in which, to the credit of

his good fenfe and liberal way

of thinking, he argued, from

the nature of the thing, and

from the form of ordaining

priefts in the church of Eng-

land, that ordination did not

2.nd could not give authority

to the perfons ordained. This

was at a time epifcopalians and

preibyterians ftrenuously ad-

vanced and defended claims of

communicating authority to

preach and adminiiler the or-

dinances of the gofpel. Mr.

Chandler had a fon, Mr. John

Chandler, an eminent apothe-

cary in the city of London,

and the author of a piece oa

Colds and Catarrhs, well re-

ceived by the public, who
lived to a great age : and

•a daughter, who difcovered

a peculiar tafle for literature,

and was much celebrated as

the author of feveral poems,

particularly one on Bath, ia

which city (he refided. See my
notes to the life of Dr. Samuel

Chandler, in Proteftant Dif-

fenters Magazine for June

1794, p. 217, &c.

5. Mr. Ebenezer Chandler,

who was the fecond pallor in

fuccefiion, at the beginning of

the lail century, to the church

formed by Mr. John Bunyan,

the well-known author of

'' The Pilgrim's Progrefs.**

He was a worthy character ;

and under his miniflry which

was remarkably fuccefsful, the

congregation increafed fo muck

as to require the eredion of a

larger m.eting-houfe. Mr.

Samuel Palmer's fermon, for

Rev. Samuel Sanderfon, p. 21,

22, note.

6. Mr. Thomas Emlyn,

eminent for great piety and

learning, born at Stamford, ia
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Lmcolnfhire, 2yth May 1663,

and died July 30, 1741. His

charafler, marked by an ex-

cellent fpirit, particularly dif-

played under fufferings, the

perfecation which he fuftained

for his religious fentiments, and

the temper, candour, and abi-

lity with which he afferted and

Tindicated the caufe of what

appeared to him important

truth, have given a celebrity

to his name, and perpetuity to

his memory, which fuperfede

any enlargement here. See

Biographia Britannica, under

the name of Emlyn.

7. Mr. afterwards Dr. Tho-

mas Ridgley, a native of Lon-

don, born about the year 1667,

who fucceeded Mr. Thomas

Gouge, as pallor to the con-

gregation, near the Three

Cranes, Thames-ftrcet, Lon-

don, and died on the 27 th

March I734» became an emi-

nent tutor, in conjundion with

the learned and modeft Mr.

John Eames, of a feminary for

academical education, founded

?nd fupported by the independ-

<snt fund in London. Under

this charader his name will

be entitled to refpedful men-

tion in a fubfequent part of

this hiftory. See Wllfon's

Hiilory, vol, ii. p. 72—81.

8. Mr. Samuel Doolittle,

the fon of the tutor, was born

about Auguft 1662. He
received his education under

his father ; and after he had

laid in a good foundation of

human literature and facred

knowledge, he fpent about

'eighteen years of his miniftry,

as afliftanttotheRev. John Tur-

ner, (who, after his eje61ment

from Sunbury in Middlefex,

had a private congregation in

Fetter-lane,) and to his father.

In 1700 he became the paftor

of a congregation at Reading,

where he died on the 10th

of April 1717. In this con-

nexion he was affiduous in

preaching, and in the inftruc-

tion of youth, by catechiftical

exercifes ; difplaying great mi-

niflerial abilities, and fkill in

the controverfies of religion

;

for fome years beloved and ad-

mired j but afterwards, beeaufe

without ground fufpefted of

inclining to fome Arminian

fentiments, condemned at the

fynod of Dort : he fuifered

greatly in his fpirits from the

mijuft prejudices entertained

againll him by fome, and by

ur.happy diflentions and fewds

in the fociety, which hafteaed

his death. This gave occafion

for his friend, who had been



APPENDIX. 587

acquainted with him thirty-

feven years, and knew that his

fentiments on the extent of

Chrift's death were in union

with the learned divines who

were llrenuous oppofers of the

Remon ftrants, to remark in the

fermon on his death, that,

*' if we be prejudiced againft

*' one another about douhtful

'' points of religion, in which

** learned and good, men en-

*^' tertain difl'erent fentiments,

*' or ufe a different manner of
" expression, there muft be a

*« 2veak head, or a corrupt

'* heart, which makes men
*' judge of truth by a party,

" and offer a facrifice of peace

*"*' thereto.*' Waters's funeral

fermon for Mr. Doolittle, p.

30, 31. Wilfon*s Hiftory, vol.

iii. p. 200, 201

.

9. Mr. John Motterihead,

born in 1665, was willingly

and cheerfully, in a time of

perfecution, during the reign of

Charles lid, educated for the

chriftian miniftry; and in the

duties of it, under thofe tempta-

tions to eafe and indulgence

which the opulence of his fortune

farnifhed, he perfevered to the

end of life. He was a con-

temporary at lilington with

Mr. and afterwards Dr. Ed-

jnund Calamy j reading logic.

while the latter applied only

to grammar. He imbibed

under the miniftry of his tutor

an early f^nfe of reli2;ion, and

under his academical lectures

made confiderabie progref both

in human nnd di.ine literature;

generally refpefted by his fel-

low ftudents, as in the fubfe-

quent periods of his life he

was by perions of the beil re-^

putation and worth. Before

his appearance in public, he

fpent feme time in Holland ;

where he formed an acquaint-

ance with Monfieur Bayle,

from whofe converfation and

lefturcs he derived great ad-

ditions to his knowledge, eC-

pecially in belles lettres:

though, as he ufed to reflefl

with great thankfulnefs to God,

he was preferved from the

pyrrhonifm into which that

great man fell. On commen-

cinsr his mir.iftrv, he was firil

a ci nfiderable time affiftant to

Mr.Goffe, paftor ofa congrega-

tion at KIngfton-upon-Thames,

to whom he rtmdered his

fervices gratis. He alfoaffifted

his tutor in the pulpit in

Monkwell-ftret t, approving;

himfelf both to him and to the

copgregation, by his pious life

and ufeful preaching. In 1697,

he removed to RatcliiFe, as
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fiiccellbr to Mr. George Day,

who had been ejefled from

Wivelfcombe in Somerfetftiire.

Here he would have alfo given

his fervices for nothing, if he

had not been advifed to the

contrary by his father-in-law';

who on this principle, that it

would be a prejudice to thofe

who Ihould fucceed him, dif-

fuaded him from it. He was

jcferved in his natural temper,

and fond of privacy and retire-

ment ; but was an example of

beneficence and charity ; and

in his public miniftry, he was

governed by^ an earneft aim to

honour God, and to edify his

hearers ; and fpreading the

Icnowledge of Chrifi: among

Ms people was his fmgular

pleafure. He is reckoned to

liave tranllated into Latin

fome works of the learned Dr.

Lightfoot. He died 13th

Odober 1728. Wilfon's Hisr

iory, vol. iii. p. 200.

iQ. Mr- Edmund Calamy,

celebrated for the refpei^abi-

lity of his charader, the weight

of his influence, his controverfv

with Bifliop Hoadly on the

principles of nonconformity,

and numerous publications,

particularly the abridgemient of

Mr. Baxter's Life, and a con-

tinuation. This laft work wil!

perpetuate his name in Eccle-

fiaftical Hiftory, and the exe-

cution of it will be an honour-

able memorial of his abilities

and principles. See Biographia

Britannica, by Kippis. Dr. Ca-

lamy was born on the 5 th April

1671, and died 3d June 1732.

II. 12. Mr. after Dr. Kerr?

M. D. and Mr. Thomas Rowej,

who afterwards were therafelvea

eminent tutors ; tlie former, firfl

at Highgate, and then in St^

John's-fquare, Clerkenwell; the

latter in London ; and whofe

names and charaders wil!

claim a tribute of yq^^qOl in

a fubfequent period of the

hiftory of Diffenting Academies.

13. Mr. Walters Bedford.

N. B. The preceding lift

is formed on the authority of

Mr. Thompfon s MS.

6. Mr. John ShuttlewoocTs Pupils, To p. 239.

I. Julius Saunders, who, at of taking orders in the efta-

an early period of life, v/as blilhment ; but after clofe an(|

entered ^t Oxford, with a view ferious examination^, he was
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induced to take Lis lot among

the diffenters. During the

reign of Charles II. he fufFered

three years' imprifonment in

the gaol o£ Warwick for his

nonconfermity. He formed an

independent congregation at

Bedworth, a populous village

near Coventry; and was alfo the

means of fapporting, if not

raifing, another church of the

fame denomination in the city.

He was a gentleman of great

piety, but of the ilernefl caft;

and for many years fupported

a charader ofgreat weight and

influence in the neighbourhood;

and his name is tranfmitted

down to us as one who was " a

" burning and Ihlning light."

Evangelical Mag. p. 578, fup-

plement to 1806; and Proteftant

DifTenters' Mag. 1797, p. 242.

2. Mr. Thomas Emlyn, in

1678, commenced his acade-

mical ftudies at this feminary,

and fpent four years in it

;

though, it is obferved by his

biographer, the obfcure privacy

of it did not fuit his inquili-

tive mind, eagerly thirlling

after knowledge; for he was

kept unacquainted with the

learned world, and could fee

but very few books, and thofe

chiefly of one fort. Memoirs

ef his Life, p. 6; and before the

lift of Mr. Doolittle's pupils.

3 Mr. Ebenezer Wilfon, fon

of the Rev, John Wilfon, many

years pallor of the baptid: con-

gregation at Hitchin, Herts,

and father of the Rev. Samuel

Wilfon, a popular minifter of a

church of the fame denomina-

tion in Goodman's fields, Lon-

don. Mr. Ebenezer Wilfon re-

ceived his academical education

partly, alfo, under Mr. Jollie,

at AttercliiFe. He was for

feme years fettled with a con-

gregation at Brii^ol, as aflillant

to Mr. Thomas Vaux, paflor

at Broadmead. In 1704 he

accepted an invitation to the

paftoral office in a baptift con-

gregation at Turner's hall, Lon-

don j which, though fmall, coa-

fifted of forae wealthy perfons,

by whom he was greatly re-

fpedled, and who contributed

liberally to his fupporc. He
was a worthy man and a fcholar,

but not popular as a preacher.

Crofby, vol. iv. p. 326—328;

& Wilfon's Hift. vol. i.p. 144.

4. Mr. John Sheffield, fon

of the Rev. William Sheffield,

eje(51ed from Ibftock in the

county of Leicefter, by the

Ad of Uniformity; under the

preiTiire of which A£l he and

his fan continued to groan all

their davs. He was intended.



590 APPENDIX,

for trade, bat the ftrong bent

of his mind for learning deter-

mined his father to place him

under the tuition of Mr. Shut-

tlewood, then a refident in the

neighbourhood^ " a worthy

" and learned man," fays Dr.

Calamy, ** who deferved much
*'* better treatment than he met

*' with from an illnatured

" world;" and whom Mr. Shef-

field followed in his feveral

removals, purfuing his ftadies

with great diligence and ap-

plication. He entered into

public life with a mind well

fJ:ored with ufeful knowledge,

and with a warm heart, preach-

ing as one who did himfelf be-

lievewhat he delivered toothers.

He had lludled his bible dili-

gently, making that his only

frandard, and was reckoned by

the great Mr. Locke, whom

he often met with at a friend^s

hcufe in EiTex, to under(land

it well, and to excel in explain-

ing difficult texts. He began

his miniflry, for a continuance,

at Temple-hall inLeiceflerfhlre,

where he officiated as chaplain

to a lady, vvhofe name was

Palmer, and opened a meeting-

houfe for Hated religious wor-

fliip; preaching alfo at Ather-

fton'?, and in the courfe of the

week making frequent excur-

fions into the country to preach

lectures. In 1697 he vyas in"

vited, on the death of Mr.

Nathaniel Vincent, to fucceed

him as paftor of the congre-

gation of dllTenters at St. Tho-

mas's, Soiithwark. In this con-

ne(5lion he remained to his death

on Jan. 24, 1726, aged 735

aflifted at one time by Mr.

Jofhua Bayes, and then Mr.

Henry Read, as his colleagues.

He was a man of ^reat intre-

grity and plain-heartednefs, an

enemy to dlffimulation. His

charity was not confined to a

party, but embraced all who

adhered to the common Head ;

an advocate for catholic chrift-

ianity, he difapproved of the

national eflablifhment, and was

contented to decline the emo-

luments of it; for " he thought

" it fet up fuch a fort of unl"

"forinity as hindered unity,

" and turned the Jiatiojial

'' church into a mere party."

Where he thought the honour

of God and the religious edi-

fication ofmen were concerned,

his courage was undaunted, and

his mind not to be intimidated

from its purpofes. His affairs

were managed with difcretion,

and without much noife ; his

favourite motto being, " Qui

'* bene latuit, bene vixit," He
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mamtalned In all refpe^ls very

mild deportment towards his

colleagues and brethren in

the miniftry, by whom he was

greatly refpedled. In the latter

years of his life his piety and

refignation were greatly exer-

cifed by very painful diforders

;

and on opening his body after

his death two Hones were cx-

trafled, one from the bladder,

fmooth, not fo large as Is often

feen, and fo lodged as probably

not to come often at the neck

of the bladder; the other,

rough, craggy, and very large,

filling up the whole' pelais of

the kidney, with feveral protu-

berances, and a rough fplke of

confiderable length, which ran

into the ureter. He bore the

exquifite pain occafioned by

thefe concretions with remark-

able patience, and even compo-

fure; and] in moments of great

uneafinefs and acute fenfation^

often anfwered the enquiries of

his friends with a fmile that ex-

prefTed the ferenity of his mind.

His greatell deprefiion of fpirits

arofe from being laid aiide from

his work ; but when complain-

ing that he was quite ufelefs,

he would recollefl himfelf and

exprefs the refignation of hie

BleiTed Mafter, who in the fe-

vereft trials faid, " Father,

" not as I will, but as Thou
*' wilt." He was an excellent

man, greatly honoured, living

and dying. Calamy's Funeral

Sermon for Mr. Sheffield, p.

33—40. He left a fon, Mr,

Wm. Sheffield, in the miniHry.

5. Mr. Matthew Clarke

}

6. Dr. JoOiua Oldfield;

N. B. Thefe gentlemen are

named by the late Mr. Samuel

Palmer (Noncon. Memor. v.ii.

p. 126, ill ed.) as ftudentc

under Mr. Shuttlewood; but it

is apprehended the author was

mifinformed. The former, we
have feen before, received his

academical learning under Mr.

Woodhoufe; the latter. Dr.

Harris informs us, fludied phi-

lofophy under Mr. Rayner, and

then reiided fome time in

Chriil's college, Cambridge,

In the Jatter years of thofe

learned and excellent perfons.

Dr. Henry Moore and Dr*

Cudworth. Fun. Dif. p. 380.

VII. Mr, Cradock's Pupils, To page 239.

1. Mr. Robert Billio, who of the congregation in Mare*

was Mr. Matthew Henry's im- ftreet. Hackney,

mediate fucceiTor as minifler
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2. Mr. Porter, who fettled

with a congregation at Nay-

land, SafFolk.

3. Sir Francis Brickley, of

Attleborough, Norfolk.

. 4. Mr. Paget, gent.

5. ** Warner, of Bunsfield,

Suffolk, efq.

6. Roger Rant, of SwaiFam,

Cambridgediire, efq

.

7. Dr. Edmund Calamy.

The following gentlemen were

his fellow (Indents:

8. Charles Lord Fitzwil-

liam, Moulfnam-hall, EfTex.

9. Mr. Henry Martin.

I o. Mr. Corbet, of Shrop-

Ihire; who afterwards applied

himfelf to the ftudy of the law

in London.

11. Henry Afhurft, efq; fon

ofSir Wm. Afhurft, afterwards

town-clerk of London.

12. Mr. after Capt. Roll.

1 3. Mr. George Mayo, only

fon of Ifrael Mayo, of Beyford,

Herts, efq.

14. Mr. John Godfrey.

15. "Wm. Ellis, efq) eldef!

fon of Sir William Ellis, of

Norton, Lincolnihire, who af-

terwards died in Holland.

16. Mr. Timothy Goodwin,

a good Grecian, who was de*

figned for phyfic ; but after*

wards turned his attention to

divinity. He took orders in

the church) travelled as chap*

lain with Lord Shrewfbury,

when he went over lord lieu-*

tenant to Ireland; and was firft

biihop of Kilmore and Ardagh,

and then v/as advanced to the

archiepifcopal fee of CaftieL

He died 1729.

There were feveral" other

young gentlemen of good fa-

milies. Amongft thofe wholly

fixed for divinity were

16. Mr. Jofeph Kentilh, foa

of Mr. Thomas Kentilh.

17. Mr. Thomas Bantoftj,

fon of the Rev. Samuel Bantofti

ejefted from the vicarage of

Stebbing in EiTex. He after--

wards died infane.

18. Mr. John Keeling, pro^

baWy thefon ofthe Rev. Francis

Keeling, ejeded from Cogfhot

in Shropfhire. He fettled with

a congregation at New Sarum,

and then removed to Circnceftcr

where he died in 1726.

Dr. Calamy's Hiflory of his

own Life and Times, MS. p,

109, no, HI.













BW5138 .T72
An historical view of the state of the

Princeton Theological Seminary-Speer Library

1 1012 00038 3424L^^^A






