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PREFACE. vil.

thankful for its communication, how valueless and unim-
portant soever it may appear to him to be. It oftentimes
happens that an acquaintance with isolated facts of seeming
worthlessness is an aid towards the attainment of the most
valuable knowledge ; inasmuch as such facts are very
frequently not only important in other and more direct
ways, but also are found to be connecting links between
particulars which previously appeared distant from or
without any reference to each other, and thus become
elucidations of difficulties which would otherwise be hope-
lessly obscure.

T. H.

5, Finsbury Circus,
Ascension Day, 1861.
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Page 10, nots *, for 457Tb read 467b; note §, for IV. read VI.
—P. 11, n. %, add MS. Harl. 6968, Cart. p. 19.—P. 12, line 8,
JSor Tunecote read Tunecot; I. 11, for Bremesmore read Fre-
mesmore ; I. 13, for Toustoke read Toustok; I. 25, for Meres-
tone read Mereston; n. *, for m. 9 read m. 6, and add Rot.
Hundred. Edw. I, pp. 70, 94.—P. 13, I. 20, for Henbiry read
Neubiry.—P. 20, n. *, for ad. 9, d. read ad. q. d.—P. 23, L. 5,
Jor message read messuage; l. 21, after years.* insert tnverted
commas.—P. 24, l. 2, after that fnsert the; I. 23, for park read

arish.—P. 27, 1. 9, for Priory read Preceptory.—2P. 30, I. 2, for
ee read Pruneslee ; /. 14, for elemosynary read eleemosy-
nary.—P. 36, /. 8, o Hawlay add or Hawley ; /. 10, o Dawson add
or Dauson.—P. 60, /. 6, after Mile.* snsert snverted commas.—P. 62,
l. 15, after Bourgchier snsert , Prioress,—P. 74, . 6, tnsert John
Samweys, or SBamwise, requested to purchase the farm of the
manor of Toller, with the rectory of Toller, and Wynforde, on
the 23rd of February, 1540. ; I. 25, for Bucklande read Buclande ;
1. 28, {:’r seid read said.—P. 75, I. 13, to Stapleheys add or
Staplehayes; I. 14, to Riden add or Roden.—P. 77, l. 27, to
Claveshey add or Chalveshey.—P. 78, n. ¥, add Appendix, No.
XXTT. ; n. t, remove Appendix, No. XXTII.—P. 89, I. 19, for
BAXMAIE read DAL PAIE.—P. 92, L. 6, for he'nt read h’ent;
1. 33, for 155 read 153.—P. 93, l. 18, for morabant read mora-
bant’; I 36, for Buckland read Bukland.—P. 99, I. 25, for
Som’s’ read Sum’s’.—P. 100, /. 11, for Bromfild read Bromfeld ;
l. 18, for rac’oe read raco’e.—P. 102, l. 8, for Priorisa read
Priorissa; I. 32, for n'ror read n’ror’.—P. 103, l. 25, for
sequens read sequenc’.—P. 104, . 38, for tene’ and face’ read
ten’e and fac’e.



Aynchin Bucklonk Privy ank Preceptory.

MONG the many delightful roads by which a traveller

in the west may reach on all sides the fair town of
Taunton, he will find few, if any, more agreeable than that
which runs from Borough Bridge to the village of Durston,
and then, with West Monkton at a short distance on the
right and Creech S. Michael on the left, leads him through
our favorite Bathpool, and by its picturesque mills, either
along the ancient highway, commonly called Old Bathpool
Lane, under Creechbury Hill, or by the windings of the
Tone and the Priory Fields, to the busy streets and the
consequent termination of his journey. He will not have
advanced far on the route that I have here laid down, when
the matchless vale of Taunton Dean, with its churches and
steeples, its mansions and parks, its corn-fields and groves,
and its noble framework of Neroche and Blackdown, above
the sunny shoulders of Thornfalcon and Stoke, of Orchard

. A



2 MYNCHIN BUCKLAND

and Pickeridge, opens wide before him, and he only relin-
quishes the charms of the more distant prospect for the shady
lanes, the luxuriant vegetation, the tall trees, the lovely
river, and the snugly sheltered homesteads, of which his
descent into the lowlands soon gratifies him with the closer
view. After passing the hamlet of West Ling, and when
he is within half a mile from Durston, he may observe in
a meadow on his right hand some curious inequalities of
the surface, contracting and expanding with that certain
definiteness and regularity of outline which assures him of
the presence of design on the part of the constructors,
though it is more than likely that he may be unable to
offer an explanation of the intention which not the less
certainly actuated them in their labours. On his left, at
the distance of a field from the road, is a modern mansion,
and adjoining to it are some agricultural buildings and
court and garden walls of an earlier age. These last are
the only features which the place now presents of occu-
pation more ancient than his own, save the roads and
hedgerows that may have been there for centuries.

Quiet, and still, and lonely is the present aspect of the spot,
and yet it was once a scene both of contemplative privacy
and of active industry; and they who owned and occupied
it were members of a Community that had a long and
singular history, and bore a distinguished part in the great
world of men and of things. It was the site of the Priory
and Preceptory of Buckland, Mynchin Buckland, or Buck-
land Sororum, one of the Commandries of the Order of S.
John of Jerusalem. It was the focus of an influence sensibly
and deeply and widely felt. A few crumbling fragments, now
recognized with difficulty, once formed the boundarybetween
it and the surrounding world. And the green undulations
which attracted our traveller’s notice were long centuries ago
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the demesne Ponds that supplied with their habitual and
constant diet the successive Brethren and Sisters of the
House.

It is to this very interesting Community that I am
about to direct the attention of my reader. And in pre-
senting him with a history of Buckland Priory, I may
remind him that 1 am introducing him to an entirely new
and different aspect of Monastic Life and Conventual
Usage from those with which I have in previous pages
endeavoured to make him familiar. The system of the Hos-
pital itself was unlike all others save one, as I shall presently
attempt to show. And, in addition to this, it is specially
to be noted that we have here a feature which even in that
Order was not elsewhere to be seen in England. Mynchin
Buckland was both a Priory and a Preceptory. Thelatter
was a normal example of a Hospitalars’ Commandry; the
former was the sole instance in the kingdom of its peculiar
class. It was a Community of Women, and the only one
that the Order possessed. As such, its history presents us
not only with a subject of the greatest local interest, but
with an unique chapter in monastic annals at large. Itis
at once a new scene to the student of olden days, and one
of which no county but Somersetshire can furnish him
with an example.

Before I enter into the vicissitudes of this attractive
place, it will be necessary to give my reader a brief outline
of the Order to which it belonged. We should otherwise
be likely to meet with obscurities in the story which a few
words of previous explanation would avail to prevent.

The Order of Knights Hospitalars began and took its
name from a Hospital founded at Jerusalem, and its chief
objects were the defence of the pilgrims on their road
thither, and the care and maintenance of them during their
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sojourn. It included among its members both men and
women ; and, of the duties just enumerated, the latter was
necessarily as well as specially the office of the Sisters, as
was the former of the Brethren. The Kbights, or officers
of the highest rank, were called in the first instance
Khnights of S. John of Jerusalem; and afterwards, from
the place of their successive residence, Knights of Rhodes
and Knights of Malta. The Hospital was founded in the
Holy City about the year 1092, and was dedicated to S.
John the Baptist. Eight years afterwards the Order was
introduced into England, and the brethren’s first house
was built for them at Clerkenwell in the year 1100. They
soon acquired immense wealth, which was much increased
in the earlier part of the fourteenth century by the cession
to them of the estates of the suppressed Order of the
Knights Templars,

The general history of the Hospitalars does not form
a portion of my subject, and is also, I presume, more or
less known to the greater part of my readers. It is to the
peculiarities of their government that I desire to draw
attention.

The most important of these consisted in the fact that
their Houses, which were erected upon the majority of
their estates, were not independent communities, but the
officers were in all cases simply stewards of the Prior of
England, who in his turn had to account to the head of
the Order. Each of thesé communities, generally consist-
ing of but few members, of whom the majority were usually
laymen, with one or more chaplains for the celebration of
Divine Offices, was under the government of a Commander
or Preceptor, and was hence styled a Commandry or
Preceptory. The brethren were allowed a maintenance
from the produce of the estates committed to their super-
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intendence, and accounted for the overplus to the Prior at
Clerkenwell. Lands, therefore, could only be given to
the Order through the Prior, and not to any single Com-
mandry, that being deemed in law incapable of receiving
them, as the officers were but ¢ obedientiarii,” officials,
deputed by the Prior as his representatives and receivers.
Their system was, accordingly, entirely different from
those of other Orders, that of the Temple excepted.
Instead of each being independent, and having the care
of its own individual interest, all were so many subject
brotherhoods, each acknowledging one general head, and
contributing its portion to the general treasury.

This will be sufficient to give the reader a notion of the
early history of the Order and its mode of government.
We will now proceed to our immediate subject. Let me,
however, premise that considerable errors have arisen from
the identity of its name with that of numerous other
localities possessed of a similar cognomen. This has,
unhappily, tended to confuse and falsify, and so to render
worse than useless, even the few and very meagre notices of
it which have hitherto been committed to the press. There
is hardly one of the previous writers who has not mistaken
it more or less for the Abbey of Buckland in the County
of Devon. One has identified it with Buckland S. Mary
in Somersetshire. And, strange to add, even the learned
Sir Henry Chauncy, in his History of Hertfordshire, has
described an imaginary Buckland Monastery in that county,
and has given in connection with it some of the earlier
facts in the history of our House. It has not been
hitherto, however, nor is it now my desire, to dwell upon
other men’s omissions or mistakes. A much more agree-
able and valuable task is mine, to which I contentedly and
gladly turn.
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It was about the year 1166, that William de Erlegh, lord
of the manor of Durston, founded the House for a small com-
munity of Augustine Canons. His father, John de Erlegh,
who died in the previous ycar, was possessed of several
manors in the county of Somerset, one of which still bears
his name in Somerton Erle, and is mentioned as paying
five marcs for scutage in 1161. In behalf of the souls of
King Henry and of Alianor the Queen, and of King Henry
his son and their other sons and daughters, and for the
benefit of the souls of himself and of his wife, this William
de Erlegh gave, as Brother John Stillingflete informs us,
all the land of Buklande, and the Church of Perretone
(Petherton),* with other churches and lands in divers
places, as appears by a charter for that purpose made, for
the planting and ordaining of Religion at Buckland, by
the hand of his kinsman S. Thomas of Canterbury ; and
that the said Canons thus planted and ordained should
possess the aforesaid lands and churches to their proper
uses in pure and perpetual alms.t

According to the same chronicler, who wrote an
account of the Order in 1434, for a perpetual memorial
and commemoration of the various benefactors and their

# “The Brooke is caullid Peder, and risith West Sowth West yn the
Hylles about a 2 myles of. First it cummith by North-Pedreton, a praty
uplandisch Toun, wher is a fair Chirch, the Personage wherof was impro-
priate to Mynchinbocland.”—Leland, Itin, vol. 11., p. 66.

+ MS. in Off. Armor. L. 17, fol. 153. MS. Cott. Tib. E. 1x,,f. 23,
Appendix, No. I.

As will be observed by the references, I am acquainted with two MSS.
of this work of Brother Johu Stillingflete, one preserved in the College of
Arms, L. 17., and the other in the Cottonian Library, Tiberius, E. 1x.
Both are transoripts later by upwards of a century and a half than the life-
time of the chronicler. The former has been much injured by the fire of 1731,
and exists but in fragments: the latter is considerably more ample in details,
although both of them were evidently copied from a common original, but
its text is most oorrupt,aud the writer was clearly ignorant of the language
of the production which he endeavoured to perpetuate.
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numerous donations, it appears that together with the
Church of Pereton (Petherton), and all its dependent
chapels and their appurtenances, the same William de
Frlegh gave the Church of Chedsey (Chedzoy), with all
the right which the Hospital had or ought to have in the
Church of Poulet, with the Chapel of Huntworth, the
Chapel of Earl's Neweton, the Chapel of Thurlakeston
(although this assuredly was either then or very shortly
afterwards appropriated to the Priory of Taunton), the
Chapel of Sirdeston, and the Chapel of King’s Newe-
ton; also the Church of Bekynton, the Church of
Kynmersdon, and the Church of Sirston, with, it is added,
other lands and benefactions besides.*

It appears that Walter was the first and poesibly the
only Prior of the House. The chronicler just quoted is
silent on the fact, and indeed the whole account is not a
little obscure. But, on turning to other MS. sources for
information, I find a Walter Prior of Bokeland, or Bokland,
as witness in two documents belonging to this period. One
of these sets forth that Alan de Furvell, or Fervell, gave
to the Church of S. Andrew of Wells the Church of
Cudeworth with the Chapel of Cnolle, to be a perpetual
prebend of that Church.tf The other is a confirmation by
Maude Chandos of a donation of Silvanus to the Church
of S. Mary of Stowey, at its dedication, of two acres of
land, and of a later donation to the same Church of an
acre and a half in Betescumbe; and also of a donation of
Roger de Paris to the same Church at the aforesaid dedi-
cation of an acre of land in Bueli.} Probably, as he is not
mentioned in connection with the subsequent troubles, he

"® MS. in OF. Armor. L. 17, fol. 158b. Appendix, No. IL.
+ MS. Harl. 6968, p. 40. Reg. Well,, f. 88,
1 MS, Harl, 6968, Cart. p. 21.
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died before the arrival of the evil days which made his
House notorious. Indeed, it is not improbable that those
troubles were associated with the election of his successor.

A few years after their foundation, these Canons were
removed from their monastery. The exact circumstances
are nowhere recorded, but it appears that a violent
altercation had unhappily arisen which resulted in the
death of their steward, who was a relative of the pious
founder. A sentence of outlawry was accordingly passed
upon them, their House was declared to be forfeited, and
their lands and churches were made over by the then
sovereign, King Henry the Second,* with the concurrence
of Ralph Archbishop of Canterbury, of Reginald Bishop
of Bath, and of many of the chief men of England both
clerical and lay, to Garner of Naples, Prior of the Hospital
of S. John of Jerusalem in England. Among the earliest
records of this transfer, for the original deed has not to my
knowledge been preserved, is a charter of *inspeximus”
granted by K. John, recounting at large the possessions of
the Hospitalars, and concluding with the usual forms of con-
firmation of all previous donations, together with express
mention of the arrangement to be noticed immediately.
This charter was dated at Rouen, 30th of August, 1st of
John, A.p. 1199.1

As I have already hinted, it was not a simple transfer,
but a very important stipulation was introduced into the
grant, and directed to be fully and faithfully observed. It
appears that there were a few Sisters belonging to the
Order, who resided at several of the Commandries, as
at Hamton near Kyngeston, Kerebrooke, Swynfeld, and
other places. It was now ordered and agreed to that these

# MS. in Coll. Arm,, L. 17, {. 155. Appendix, No. III.
+ Rot, Cart. 1 John, m. 17.
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ladies should be removed from their various places of resi-
dence and be placed in one common and conventual home
at Buckland, and that the Order should have no Sister-
hood belonging to it in England save and except in this
House alone. This occurred about the year 1180, or some-
time about fifteen years after the original foundation.

The displaced Canons were removed by Garner, with the
King’s consent, to certain monasteries, selected probably
for their high character and the sound state of their
internal discipline. Three were, on their own petition,
consigned to the Hoapital at Clerkenwell, and assumed the
habit of the Order; two were placed by Reginald Bishop
of Bath, also on their own petition, in the Priory of
Taunton; one in the Priory of Berlitz, and one in that
of S. Bartholomew, in Smithfield. These preliminary
arrangements being satisfactorily concluded, the main
design was forthwith carried out. The Sisters hitherto
residing, as already stated, in several of the preceptories,
were brought together and lodged at what was henceforth
called Mynchin or Nuns’ Buckland. From the names which
have been preserved, they appear to have been at least nine
in number :—Sister Milisent, previously living at Standon,
in Hertfordshire; Sister Johanna, at Hamton, in Middlesex;
Sister Basilia, at Kerebrooke, in Norfolk; Sister Amabilia
and Sister Amicia, of Malketon, at Shenegey, in Cambridge-
shire ; Sister Christina, of Hoggeshawe, at Hoggeshawe,
in Buckinghamshire ; Sister Petronilla, at Gosford, in Ox-
fordshire ; and Sister Agnes, at Clanefelde, also in Oxford-
shire. They were located at Buckland, that, as it was
solemnly added, they and their successors might serve God
in that place for ever.* Such was the small beginning, and
such the first members of this afterwards famous Sisterhood.

* MS. in Coll. Arm., L. 17, fol. 153. Appendix, No. IV,
B



10 MYNCHIN BUCKLAND

From a very interesting list of some of the immediate
successors of Prior Garner, contained in one of the
Cottonian MSS,, specially intended, as it would appear, to
illustrate the history of Buckland, we learn that the first
Prioress was named Fina. This lady, who died about the
year 1240, governed the House for the long space of sixty
years, and outlived from the date of her appointment seven
successive Ileads of the Order.* She was greatly revered,
and, as we shall notice subscquently, was specially remem-
bered in the prayers of the Sisterhood for a considerable
period after her decease.

The maintenance of these religious women was provided
for by a series of benefactors. First on the list is Matilda
Countess of Clare, wifec of William Earl of Clare, and
mother of Richard Earl of Clare, who gave to the Hospital
the advowson of the Church of S. Peter of Kerebrooke, and
the Preceptory of that name. She gave also to the Sisters
of Buckland a pension of 13s. 4d., to be paid by the Pre-
ceptor for the time being, and many other benefactions.
The gift is rccorded to have been made at Westminster,
in the fifth year of King Richard I, 1193, in the time
of Alan, Prior of England and subsequently Bishop of
Bangor.t That of Kerebrooke, however, at least, must be
placed at an earlier date, as we have already seen that the
Order was in possession of it in the year 1180.

Gilbert de Veer, Prior of the Hospital of S. John of
Jerusalem, gave the Sisters an annual pension of one
hundred shillings, issuing from the manor of Reynham.}
He died 13th August, 1198 (?).

* MS. Cott. Nero, E. vi. f. 457b. Appendix, No. V.
+ MS. in Coll. Arm. L. 17. fol. 148 b. Appendix, No. VI.
1 MS. Cott. Nero. E. IV, f. 467b. Appendix, No. VII.
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Hugh Wallis, Bishop of Lincoln, by his will, made in the
year 1211, left the sum of twenty marcs “ad fabricam
ccclesiz de Bokland.” This structure, it appears, was
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin and S. Nicholas.*

Hugh de Alneto, or D’ Auney, Prior of the Hospital of S.
John of Jerusalem, gave, with the consent of the Chapter,
permission to the Lady Loretta, Countess of Leicester, to
find a Chaplain to celebrate daily the mass of the Virgin
in the Church of the Sisters, in return for certain lands
and rents which the Countess gave to the Hospital,
to be converted to the proper uses of the Sisters afore-
said of Buckland, so that the aforesaid Chaplain should
be deputed to no other service save the proper and peculiar
ministry of the Virgin in the Church aforesaid.t We pos-
sess the charter of the Countess of Leicester contained in
one of “inspeximus” and confirmation granted shortly
after by King Henry IIIL, and dated at Westminster, the
16th of July, 1227. As it is of considerable interest, both
from its subject matter and from the names of the places
with which it furnishes us, some of my readers may be glad
to have it in a literal translation. It is as follows :—

“Be it known to all the faithful of Christ, as well present
as future, who shall see or hear this writing, that I Loretta,
Countess of Leycester, have given and granted to God,
and Blessed Mary, and S. John Baptist, and the blessed
Poor of the House of the Hospital of Jerusalem, towards
the sustenance of the Sisters of Boclaund serving God,
and towards the finding of a certain Chaplain in the same
House, who daily and for ever may celebrate mass in
honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the greater Church

# Rot. Chart. 1 Joh. m. 17.

+ MS. Cott- Tib. E. 1X.f. 23. MS. in Coll. Arm. L. 17.1. 158 b.
Appendix, No, VIIL
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at Bokland, at the altar of the Blessed Virgin, for the
health of my soul and of Lord Robert my husband, some
time Earl of Leicester, and for the health of the souls of
my father and mother, and of all my ancestors and succes-
sors, all my land of Noteston, and all my land of Ynesford,
this side the water and that side the water, and sixty-four
acres of my demesne above Ruwedon, and all my land of
Ridescot, and of Hele, and of Chorlecot, and of Tunecote,
and of Boteburn, and all the land which Philip at Way
holds, with the tenants of the aforesaid lands. Moreover,
a hundred acres of my demesne in Bremesmore, and my
wood which is called Ancrwd, and one ferling at Roitheye,
with all their appurtenances in the manor of Toustoke, with
pasturage and all other things appertaining to the aforesaid
lands. Moreover, all kinds of common between my tene-
ments wheresoever. To be holden and possessed freely and
quictly in perpetual and pure alms, as any alms may be
freely and quietly given. And that this my gift may in
future times obtain the strength of perpetual firmness, 1
have held it right to strengthen it by the defence of the
present writing with the apposition of my seal. Wit-
nesscs, Master Lambert, Sub-dean of Wells; Lord
Philip de Alben; Lord Roger de la Zuche ; Adam, son
of Ilondcbrand ; Master Humphrey, Canon of Cycester ;
Master Reginald de Merestone; William, Chaplain of
Bukingeham ; Walter, clerk of Langeham ; Thomas, clerk
of Glouecester ; Nicholas de Wyleye, and others.” *

Other carly gifts, of which the exact dates have not
been preserved, are the following : —

Ralph, the son of William de Briwere, gave to the
Sisters the Church of Tolland with its appurtenances.

* Cart. 11 Ilen. 111, p. 2, m. 9. Appendix, No. IX.
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Alan, son of Antony Russell, gave them the Church of
Donington, in the diocese of Lincoln.

Warin de Aula gave them Bodescombe.

Ascuid Musard gave them Chiltcombe, Wysangre, and
Bochelcote.

And Robert Arundale gave them Halse, with its appur-
tenances.* Probably this gift is the same as that
subsequently mentioned, as having been made so late as
the year 1374, and as the subject of legal investigation in
the year 1400. The name, however, of the donor is there
given as Roger Arundell.

Muriel de Bohun gave them 40 solidate of land in
Sherborn and Prumesley, in the county of Dorset, which
grant was confirmed by her husband, Ralph de Bruere.t

The Prioress of Buckland held also one fee in Primes-
leigh, which was Robert de London’s, of the Bishop
of Salisbury; and, with William Waddam, half a fee,
which was Robert de London’s, of the same Bishop in
chief.}

By a charter dated at Henbiry, the 3rd of August, 1228,
King Henry III. granted the Sisters permission to take
from his park of Neuton a cartload of dead wood for fuel
every week in the year. And it was considerately added,
that, because it was more convenient to remove the aforesaid
firewood in summer than in winter, the king permitted
them to take the stated number of cartloads in the interval
from Easter to the feast of S. Peter ad vincula, the 1st
of August. An order was given to Richard de Wrotham,
to allow them to remove the fuel, in agreement with the
terms of the king’s grant. |

* MS. Cott. Tib. E. IX. f. 28. MS. in Off. Armor. L. 17.1.153 b.
Appendix, No. X,
+ Hutching's Dorsetshire, 11., p. 394, 1 10,
|| Pat. 12 Henry III, m. 2. Appendix, No, XI.
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It would appear that this privilege was not only one of
considerable value, as it would necessarily be, but also one
which was subject to frequent invasion, for we find a long
series of confirmations of this and similar grants. In some
instances it was possibly the change of the officer to whom
the park was intrusted, which necessitated the preparation
of a new instrument. On the 3rd of April, 1229, the king
signified from Marlborough to Hugh de Nevill his royal
pleasure that the Sisters should have weekly from his park
of Neuton one cartload of the dead wood of that park for
their fuel. A similar permission was added to remove the
whole of their yearly gathering between the feast of Easter
and that of S. Peter ad vincula, instead of employing
the winter in so inconvenient a work.* A similar order
was given to Richard de Wrotham, dated at Westminster,
15th of May, 1229.1

Immediately subsequent to this grant, a very interesting
addition was made to the revenues of the Sisters, and again
it was by their royal benefactor. The letters were addressed
to the King’s treasurer and chamberlains. ¢ Know ye,” he
says, ‘“that we have given, and granted, and by our
charter have confirmed to the Prioress of Bocland and the
Sistcrs there serving God, of the Order of the Hospital of
Jerusalem, to maintain three maidens for ever in the said
priory, a delivery of two pence and one half-penny, which
Roger, Chaplain of the Bishop of Lincoln, used to receive
daily by the hand of the Sheriff of Hereford our almoner ;
and a delivery of two pence, which Margary, the nurse of
Isabella our sister, used to receive daily by the hand of
the same. To be held of us and of our heirs by them and
their successors in free, pure, and perpetual alms; and to

* Claus. 18 Hen. III., m. 12.
+ Claus. 13 Hen. 111, m. 10,
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be received for ever ut our exchequer ; that is to say, one
half at Michaelmas, and the other at Easter. And so
we command you that ye have these deliveries made unto
them, as aforesaid» At Faversham, the 20th of September,
1229.”*

This was followed eight days afterwards by a grant,
addressed to Richard de Wrotham, in favour of the Sisters,
increasing the gift of one to that of three weckly cartloads
of wood for their fire. It was to be taken every week
¢ de spinis, alno, et arabili,” in the park of Neuton, and a
similar concession was added as to time with that pre-
viously stated. The grant was dated at Westminster, 28th
September, 1229.f A similar one was addressed two days
afterwards to John de Monem, from London, the 30th of
September, 1229.1

Terric de Nussa, Prior of England, who died on
the 21st December, 1237, gave the Sisters and their
successors, by advice of the general Chapter of his
brethren, an annual allowance of thirty-eight marcs,
twelve shillings, and eight pence sterling, which they
were to receive from the Preceptor of Buckland for the
time being, at two terms of the year ; namely, at the feast
of Easter, nineteen marcs, six shillings and four pence,
and a similar sum at the feast of S. Michael. And it
was further ordered that the Preceptor or Master should
be allowed this amount in his responsions or annual returns
to the Receiver General of the Order. ||

Previous to the 15th of February, 1270-1, which was the
day of his decease, Roger de Veer, Prior of England, paid a

# Pat. 18 Hen. IIL, m. 4.
t+ Claus, 18 Hen. III., m. 4.
1 Claus. 13 Hen. III., m. 8.
|| MS. in Coll. Arm,, L. 17, f. 158. Appendix, No. XIIL.
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visit to Bukland to inspect the state of the House. He found
great difference and discord prevailing between the Pre-
ceptor and the Prioress and Convent, about a number of
matters intimately affecting the Prioress and her Sisters.
There is little doubt, as in an instance which will be before
us presently, that the Preceptor looked with a grudging
eye on the possessions of the Sisterhood, and hardly
endured to part with the funds which he was compelled to
advance for their maintenance. Roger appears to have
felt that nothing but peremptory measures would ensure
peace. With the assent of his chapter at Melcheburn, he
made among other regulations the following :—That the
Prioress and Convent should have their own steward, who
should sit at the table of the Preceptor; and one servant,
who should sit with the servants of the Preceptor; and
who should be there daily at table unless the steward
should otherwise appoint him. That at the feast of S.
Michacl, when the steward should desire to hold his court
at Hele, he should have of the cellarer five white loaves and
his flagons full of ale ; and that at the same feast, when he
should hold his courts at Kinmersdon and Primmilegh,
he should have the same ; and at Hokeday the same; and
that he should have his horse furniture and all other neces-
sarics, at the delivery and appointment of the Prioress and
Convent. And that, if in anything he should be at fault,
it should be lawful for the Prioress to prohibit him from
meddling with their goods, but not to remove him from his
office without the consent of the Prior. Moreover, it was
ordained that the Sisters should have a secular priest to
celebrate mass for the soul of Sister Fina sometime
Prioress there, and for the souls of the founders and bene-
factors of the said House, who should sit at table with the
brethren, and have his bed in the dormitory between the
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priests and clerks, and for the rest of his time should be at
the order of the Prioress; so that the Preceptor should
have an allowance of five marcs for the table of the said
priest, and also of the one brother who celebrated the mass
of Blessed Mary, and also three shillings at the feast of S.
Michael for the clerk of the chapel.* The calm which
this arrangement produced was at best but temporary, and
we shall soon have to notice some evidences of the feeling
with which it was regarded by the Preceptor and his
brethren, by whom the establishment of the neighbouring
Community was clearly considered a grievance of no com-
mon order !

In or about the year 1270, the Hospitallers of Boclande
were returned among other Somersetshire landowners as
holding five virgates of land, of the annual value of fifty
shillings.t

In 1276, the Sisters are stated on the verdict of a jury
to have common of pasture for eight oxen and two cows in
a place of forty acres situated in Rolneston.}

Shortly after this date the chapel of Kynmeresdon was
sacrilegiously broken into and plundered. The crime was
charged upon a certain Robert de Bo——, (the MS.
is imperfect and the name cannot be regained) before the
Justices Itinerant, but he was happy enough to clear him-
self to the satisfaction of his judges. A letter is extant
from Robert Bishop of Bath to the King, ¢ excellentissimo
domino suo domino Edwardo,” wishing him health “in Eo
per Quem reges regnant et regnorum omnium gubernacula
sustentantur,” and soliciting the prompt restoration of the
possessions and goods of the accused, which had been

* MS.in Off. Arm. L. 17,£. 1683 b. Appendix, No. XIII.
+ Test. de Nevill, f. 759.
1 Hilar. an. 4 Edw. I. de Jur. et Ass. rot. 14. Abbrev. Plac. p. 189.

C
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detained during the process of the investigation. The
Bishop’s letter is dated at Windsor, 9th September, 1281.*

In 1290 was the famous Taxatio of Pope Nicholas IV.
The Church of Boclonde was then valued at £5 6s. 8d;
Perton, with its Chapel, at £53 6s. 8d.; the Vicarage of
the same at £6 13s. 4d. ; and Elleworth, at £4 6s. 8d.t

The favour of collecting fire wood from the park of Neu-

ton, Perton, or Petherton, appears, as I have remarked, to
have been often contested. Iu the year 1290, the nuns were
obliged to petition the king in parliament with a view to
the restoration of their rights. They submitted that since
the battle of Evesham, A.D. 1265, they had.been hindered
in their ancient privilege, and humbly solicited the king’s
favour in the restitution of the same.}

Richard de Plessetis, or de Placey, a descendant of
Richard de Wrotham already noticed, who died 20 Edw.
L, 1292, founded, about two years before his decease, a
perpetual chantry at Newton for the health of his soul and
the souls of his father and mother, and all his ancestors and
successors. Kor the endowment of the same, he granted to
William de Hilprinton, the intended chantry priest, and his
successors, in the chapel of S. Peter at Newton, a house in
which William de Grey, a former chaplain, lived aforetime,
and several acres of land in Ivymore, Highmore, and
Ellerhaye, together with the tithes of Newton and Pether-
ton Park, and right of common for six oxen and six heifers
in all places where he had common. The witnesses to this
charter were the Preceptor of Buckland, Sir Geoffrey de
Wrockshall, Sir John de Placetis, Peter de Hamme, and
John de Marisco.|

* Calendar of Letters, No. 1948.
+ Tax. Ecol. P. Nich. IV, pp. 198, 199.
1 Pet. in Parl, 18 Edw. I, u. 152, vol. 1., 58.
I| Collins. e Regist. Well, 111. 65.
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In 1297, the 25th of Edward I., the Master of the
Iospital of Bocland was returned from the counties of
Somerset and Dorset, as holding lands or rents to the
amount of £20 yearly value or upwards, either in capite or
otherwise, and as such he was summoned under the general
writ to perform military service, &c., in parts beyond the
sea. The muster was at London, on the Sunday next
after the Octave of S. John the Baptist, or the 7th of*
July, 1297

In the Perambulation of the Forest of North Petherton,
dated the 25th of May, 26 Edward I., 1298, it is set forth
that John de Erlegh holds the manor of North Petherton,
with the moors, &c., and that the Prior of S. John of
Jerusalem holds the hamlet of Gogestode, the Priory of
Bokeland, the hamlets of Taklestone and Heggynge, with
the woods, moors, marshes, &c., and the hamlet of Bidone,
with the moors, marshes, &ec.t

King Edward I. gave the Order a charter for a weekly
market, held on Monday, in his manor of Halse.}

The year 1306 brought a further increase of property.
A writ was addressed on the 16th of October, 1305, and an
inquest was held at Somerton, before J. de Montacute, the
King’s Escheator, on the Monday after Palm Sunday in the
following year, or the 28th of March, 1306, to examine
and report whether it were to the detriment of the King,
" or of any others, if Thomas de Berkelay should give two
shops, with their appurtenances, in Welles, to the Prioress
and Sisters of Boclande. The process was exactly similar
to that which I have fully explained in my History of
Taunton Priory, and does not require further illustration.

¢ Parl. Writs, 1., 203.
+ Per. For. de North Petherton, 26 Edward 1.
1 Cart. 18 Edw.I.,n.80. MS.Coll. Arm.,L.17.1.156. Appendix, No.XIV.
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The verdict was favourable, and the King's letters patent,
dated at Lanercost, the 20th of October, enabled both
parties to act in agreement with the donor’s desire.* The
annual value of the property was eighteen shillings in all
issues.

William de Tottehale, Prior of England, presented John
de Messingham to North Pederton, 12th March, 1309-10.1

¥ The year subsequent to this date, the same Thomas de

Berkelee granted under very peculiar circumstances four
pounds of rent, with appurtenances, issuing from lands and
tenements in Hamme, held by Thomas de Stane of the
the said Thomas. This sum was to be received by the
Prioress and Sisters in aid of the maintenance of his
daughter Isabella, who was a Sister of the House. They
were to receive it during the life of this lady; and after
her decease it was to revert entirely to its former master.
The letters patent describe the Priory as very poor,
“ quod nimis exile esse dinoscitur,” and convey the King's
license for this seasonable help. They are dated at London,
the 25th of August, 1311.1

The Master of the Hospital was certified, pursuant to
writ tested at Clipston, 5th March, 1316, as one of the
lords of the township of North Petherton.|

In the Ordination of the Vicarage of Poulet, madc in
the following year, the Vicar was to pay every year onc
mare of silver to the Sisters of Bokland.§ ‘

On the 9th of March, 1320, John de Werewell was
Preceptor, and was appointed by the Prior of S. John to

* Joquis. ad. 9, d. 34 Edw. I, n.178. Pat. 34 Edw. L, m. 4.
+ MS. Harl. 69856 B, I. 126 b.
1 Pat. 5 Edw. IL, p. 1, m. 20.
|| Parl. Writs, 11, 378.
§ MS. Harl. 6968, Cart. p. 7.
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be procurator and administrator of the estates belonging to
the Hospital in the diocese of Bath and Wells.*

In the year 1328, an amicable arrangement was after
some delay arrived at between Geoffrey Samuel and William
his son on the one part, and the Prioress Isabella la Louwe
and Convent on the other, touching the celebration of
Divine Service in their chapel of Lokyngton, in their parish
of Kilmersdon. It was agreed that the Prioress and’
Convent, for themselves and their successors, should grant
to the aforesaid Geoffrey and William, the celebration in
the aforesaid chapel, on Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays,
to be performed by the perpetual Vicar of Kilmersdon, in
return for a tenement which the Prioress and Convent held
of the fee of the aforesaid Geoffrey and William. To the
constant maintenance of this cclebration, Geoffrey and
William bound themselves and their heirs in one quarter of
corn, to be paid every year to the said Vicar from their
manor of Lokyngton. The confirmation was dated the
19th of November, 1328.¢

On the 28th of August in the following year, 1329, died
Thomas L’Archier, Prior of England. He gave to the
Sisters of Buckland a yearly pension of forty shillings, to
be drawn for ever from the manor of Hidon, a limb of
Templecomb.}

During the same year, the Preceptor and Sisters were
obliged to call in the aid of their ecclesiastical superiors
against the harsh measures of Master Richard de Thistel-
den, their diocesan’s official. The latter had called upon
them to exhibit their title to the churches of Northpeder-
ton, Durston, Halse, Bromfeld, and Kynemersden, in the

* Archer, e Reg. Drok. 159.
+ MS. Harl, 6964, p. 182.
1 MS. Cott. E. vI1. [, 467b. Appendix, No. XV,
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diocese of Bath and Wells. These churches were, as we
have already noticed, canonically appropriated to them,
and had been 80 from ancient times. On their citation to
pay the customary ¢ obedience” in behalf of these churches,
considerable harshness was exbibited; and, on their duly
demanding to be furnished with a copy of his commission,
the commissary had not only neither listened to their
prayer nor acceded to their request, but had pronounced
them contumacious, when they were not so, had fined
them in an immoderate sum of money, and had ordered the
same to be levied forthwith. An appeal was forwarded to
the Apostolic See, which was promptly followed by an
inhibition against his attempting aught to the prejudice of
the appellants during the pending of the suit in the Court
of Canterbury. The inhibition was dated at London, the
26th of September, 1329.* ’
It appears, from the Year Book of 1330, that the arrange-
ment just mentioned in connexion with the chapel of
Lokyngton, or Leeke, was not fully and faithfully observed.
The record referred to presents us, accordingly, with an
instance of litigation, the issue of which, so far as we can
gather it, was of an unfavourable character. The proceed-
ings, as there given, are in avowry, and the question is
raised as to the lawfulness of a certain distress levied
by Agnes, widow of William Samuel, upon Isabel de Berch,
Prioress of Buckeland, through the alleged non-perform-
ance of the terms of the covenant. Agnes, by a plaint
sued by the Prioress, is made defendant, and called upon to
give reasons for levying the distress. To those of my
readers who feel an interest in the old practice of the law,
it will not be unwelcome if I enter into the particulars

* MS. Harl. 6965, p. 17. Appendix, No. XVI.
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of the case, and exhibit the process by which an attempt
was made to obtain restitution. It is stated that “ Agnes
Samuel avoweth a distress upon Isabel de Berch, Prioress
of Buckland, by reason that one M., a predecessor of
the said Isabel, held of Richard Flory a message and
acre of land by fealty and the service of finding a
chaplain to sing, in the chapel within his manor of Leeke,
masses, matins, and vespers, on three days in the week
throughout the whole year, to wit Sunday, Wednesday,
and Friday, and to find in the same chapel bread, and wine,
and other things suitable for the celebration of Divine
Service, “pan’, et vine, et auters ornam’ts pur divines
servic’ celebrer,” of which services Richard was seised ;
the which Richard gave and granted the manor, with the
chapel to which the services related, to William the late
husband of the same Agnes, and to Agnes, and to the heirs
of their two bodies; the which M. made attornment
of the said services to William and Agnes; and after the
death of William this same Agnes was seised, by the hand
of the said Isabel, &c., and for the singing in arrear for
two years.*

The defence that seems by the pleadings to have been
set up to Agnes Samuel’s case was that the Vicar by a
certain composition received a quarter of wheat for the
fulfilment of the duties, which were performed by a
priest employed by him. And the question was whether
the facts alleged by the Prioress were sufficient answer to
bar Agnes Samuel of her action, or whether on the
other hand she were justified in levying the distress. We
do not know the issue, as, the Court sitting in Banco
and not at Nisi prius, no decision was come to on the

* Mich. 4 Edw. III,, pl. 52.
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merits ; though I think, as I have already said, tkat it may
be gathered from the pleadings that Prioress would be
unsuccessful, and that the distress which Agnes Samuel
had levied would be pronounced valid and according to
law.

Of the year 1335 I am happy to furnish a very valuable
memorial. It is the certificate of the Lord Bishop to the
King, of the churches, advowsons, and pensions which the
Prior and Brethren of the Hospital possessed in the diocese
of Bath and Wells. They are here stated to hold, as
appropriate rectories, the Church of Halse, of the annual
value of £10; the Church of Durston, with the tithes
of Coggelode by Boclande, (there is still a “Coglett
Field” in the immediate neighbourhood of the sitc of
the Priory) of the annual value of 8 marcs; the
Church of Northpederton, of the annual value of 60
marcs ; and the Church of Kynemersdone, of the annual
value of 24 marcs. They have also, it is added, the
advowsons of the Churches of Ellesworthe, taxed in 6
marcs and & half; of Talande, taxed in 3 marcs; and of
Hethfeld, taxed in 5 marcs. They have also the following
annual pensions: from the Chapel of Bodyngton in the
park of Netherstauway, 2s. ; from the Church of Touland,
2s.; from Bekyngton, 20s. ; and from the Church of Poulet,
1 marc. The document is dated at Banwell, 27th August,
1335.*

In the 11th year of King Edward IIIL., 1337, died John
de Erlegh, seised at the time of his decease of the manors
of Durston, North Petherton, Somerton Erle, Bekington,
Michaelchurch, &c. The fact of special interest in our
present enquiry is that he left behind him a son John, born

¢ MS. Harl. 6965, p. 93.
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and baptised at Durston, 29th of November, 6 Edward
1I1., 1332, who afterwards attended the Black Prince to
Spain ; another son Richard ; and three daughters, Katha-
rine Prioress of Buckland, Elizabeth wife of Sir John
Stafford, and Alice wife of Sir Nicholas Poines.* Here
we have an instance, by no means uncommon, of a noble
daughter of the house of a founder governing the Com-
munity which owed its origin to the piety of an ancestor
long gone to his reward.

For the year subsequent to this date we possess an
invaluable series of returns, which furnish us with a most
lively picture of the system of the Hospital in full operation
and activity. It will be remembered that, in the sketch
which I gave of the Order, I showed that all the provincial
Heads and Preceptors were simply delegates of the Prior of
England, and had to account to him for the surplus of their
receipts over their expenditure. The Hospital in England
was only a portion of that widely-spread institution which
had possessions in at least two-thirds of the then known
world. An annual return was accordingly made from each
of the Preceptories or Commandries by the Preceptor or
receiver to the Prior of England, and by him to the head-
quarters of the Order, wherever those might happen to be.
Happily for us, we possess one of these interesting balance-
sheets, that for the year 1338, which was fortunately
discovered at Malta, and published three years ago by the
Camden Society, with an admirable preface by my lamented
friend, Mr. John Mitchell Kemble. This truly valuable
contribution to historical and archsological science would,
in my humble opinion, be perfect, but for the grave mistake,
for which my friend was not responsible, of printing the

¢ Ing. p. m. 28 Edw. IIL, n, 71.
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MS. in extenso, the result of which is that certain
errors run through the whole volume, a result but poorly
compensated for by the imagined—and ouly imagined—
greater facility with which the accounts may be perused.
To well-instructed antiquaries it is as easy to read manu-
scripts with their contractions as in extenso, while to general
readers the matter presented in either form is equally
obscure and unintelligible.

The return itself consists of a minutely-accurate balance-
sheet for every part of the property of the Order in
England, with an exact account of income and of outlay in
every bajulia, bailiwick or manor. Buckland figures pro-
minently among these ; and I will endeavour, by means of
the data here presented to us, to give my reader a picture
of the scene on which we are now engaged, as it appeared
during the former half of the fourteenth century.

The establishment consisted of various buildings, of
which three are mentioned, which either required some
outlay, or furnished a source of income. First, there was
the court or manor-house, but it sadly needed a new roof.
The bakehouse attached to it also wanted repair, and is
described as in a very ruinous condition. A dovecot,
which, singularly enough, appears to have been an
appendage to almost every House, and a never-failing
source of emolument, is returned as yielding, together with
the produce and herbage of the garden, the considerable
annual value of 10s. The proceeds of both were no
doubt disposed of in the neighbourhood, when the supply
exceeded the need at home. As that supply would neces-
sarily vary with different years, it is not unlikely, especially
as we constantly find this item set down in round numbers
throughout the various accounts, that it was computed at
a certain annual value, which in some years was exceeded
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by the actual return, while in others it was deficient.
Attached to the Community was a demesne of 268 acres of
arable land, of which 200 were valued at 12d. an acre;
and the remaining 68 at 7d. an acre, amounting together
to £12 16s. There were also 42 acres of meadow, whereof
three were taken by the Sisters. Of the remaining 39 the
value of each was 2s., and of the whole 78s. There was
also a small church, “una parva ecclesia,” appropriated to
the Priory, of the annual value of 40s. Two mills were an
additional source of income, which, with assessed rent, paid
by free tenants to their landlord, amounted to £10. The
fines and perquisites of the manor courts were valued at
20s. The confraria, or voluntary contribution from the
neighbourhood, whether constant or exceptional is uncertain,
hardly produced this year the sum of 80 marcs.

Halse is rcturned as a “member” of this bailiwick. It
also had a manor house, but in a state of still greater
dilapidation than that of Buckland. ¢ Destructa” it was,
“ et multum vastata;” so much so that the proceeds of the
manor for a whole year would scarce be sufficient to repair
the damage. 220 acres were attached to it, 200 of which
were valued at 12d., and 20 at 10d. an acre, together
£10 16s. 8d. There were 28 acres of pasture, valued at
8d. an acre ; 18 acres and a half of meadow, valued at 2s.
an acre ; 52 acres of pasture, valued at 4d. an acre ; assessed
rent £20 3s. per annum ; fines and perquisites of the manor
courts, 40s. ; works and customary services of the native
villani, commuted, I presume, into a money-rent, 40s. ; the
appropriated rectory, valued at 18 marcs ; and pasture in
moor and wood, at 6s. 8d.

The total amount of receipt and profit from the entire
manor, with its member, was 186 marcs, 10s. 4d.

‘We will now turn to the other side of the account, and
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here we shall have an interesting and necessarily faithful
picture of the social life of the House.

The Society consisted, in the first place, of the
Preceptor and five Brethren, after whom were their servants
of various kinds, and the stranger guests, whom their rule
of hospitality obliged them to entertain. The cost of 94
quarters of wheat, which were made into bread for the
House, at 3s. a quarter, amounted to £14 2s. For their
beer, 130 quarters of grain, of which 52 were of barley, at
2s. a quarter, and 78 of oat malt, at 20d. a quarter, both
amounting to £11 14s. Then there were the expenses of
the kitchen, an outlay of 4s. a-week, or £10 8s. a-year.
The robes, mantles, and ather necessaries of the Preceptor
and his five Brethren, are stated at £10 8s., allowing
£1 14s. 8d. to each, which, as it appears throughout the
returns, was the stated and ordinary sum. The stipend of
a chaplain, per annum, with a seat at the Preceptor’s table,
20s. John le Port, a corrodary, or fellow-commoner, by
deed of the chapter, had a seat at the table, valued at18s. In
the robes of the Preceptor’s servants was expended 1 marc.
In the stipends of four clerks of the confraria, with commons,
£4. In the wages of various servants, the cook, baker,
steward, porter, woodreeve, chapel-clerk, gardener, swine-
herd, and carter, 51s. 8d., of whom four received 2 marcs,
and each of the rest 5s. The stipends of four pages
amounted to 8s. They spent during the year, in repairs
and roofing of their buildings, 40s. The visitation of the
Prior of England, whose duty it was to make in person his
annual examination, cost during the six days of his presence
the heavy sum of £6. Lastly there was the annual pension
to the Sisters, which we have already noticed, amounting to
the charge of 29 marcs. The sum total of all the expenses
and payments is 125 marcs, 3s. And the surplus, to be
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paid to the general treasury of the Order, figures at 61
marcs, 7s. 4d.

The Preceptor and his brethren who at this time
represented the Hospital at Buckland- were Brother
John Diluwe, Preceptor, chaplain; Brother Robert Mount-
fort, chaplain; Brother Adam de Catworth, chaplain ;
Brother Thomas de Taimeworth, chaplain; Brother Andrew
de Shafteworth, sergeant-at-arms ; and Brother Henry de
Whaddon, sergeant-at-arms and steward of the Sisters.
To these we must add John le Port, the corrodary, to
whom we have already referred.

The return concludes with an account of the Sisterhood.
It describes their House as having been founded by the
kings of England, and themselves as wearing the habit of
the Hospital, and as commonly amounting to fifty in number.
It further states that, by the ordination of their founders,
their possessions were managed by themselves. Intent on
making a correct report, and with a scarcely disguised
feeling of resentment against everything which could tend
to diminish the surplus by which his activity and good
management could best be exhibited, the Preceptor most
ungallantly adds that he and his brethren neither did nor
could have or get aught from these ladies, “sed potius onus
et gravamen,” but rather burden, charge, and grievance—
inasmuch as by a fixed ordination they were to have a
brother of the Priory of England, at the expense of the
Prior and Preceptor of the place, to be their steward, and
two brethren for chaplains, and one secular chaplain to serve
their church—also, it is not omitted to add, at the expense
of the Preceptor. In the same place they had three
carucates of land, of the annual value, in common years, of
£6. Besides this, they are described as being in possession
of other property, with some of which we are already
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acquainted :—at Thele, in Devonshire, one carucate of land,
of the value of 40s.; at Prunslee, one carucate, valued at
40s. ; at Kynemersdon, one carucate, valued at 50s. Of
assessed rent, they are stated to own 90 marcs, but it is
added that hardly so many as 80 are levied. The following
churches also are mentioned as appropriated to them:—The
church of Pederton, of the value of 50 marcs ; the church
of Kynemersdon, of the value of 20 marcs ; and that of
Bromfeld, valued at £10. All of which, is the conclusion
forcibly impressed upon the treasurer, are insufficient to
provide for the maintenance of the Sisters and that of their
servants, together with the repairs of their buildings, their
dress, and other necessaries, apart from the help of friends
and elemosynary payments.* It is indeed clear that a
Community of fifty nuns, with their servants, although they
did not afterwards, or perhaps often, amount to half
go many, would be very inadequately maintained out
of the funds thus described as being at their disposal, and
that they would require the assistance of powerful patrons
to enable them to support a bare existence.

From Hidon, a limb of Temple Combe, the same record
informs us that they had 3 marcs per annum for a tene-
ment of theirs there.t This, as we have already noticed,
was given them by Prior Thomas L’Archer, who died in
1329.

I may here place on record that William Redmor was
presented to the Church of Hethfeld by Philip de Thame,
Prior of England, on the 4th of February, 1348.} It
would appear that he did not long retain his benefice ;
for John de Donne, Rector of the Church of Hethfeld,

¢ Hosp. in Engl. pp. 17—20.
+ Hosp., p. 206.
1 MS. Harl. 6965, p. 201.
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presented Robert atte Crosse, Priest, to the Church of
Fydyngton on the 25th of June, 1354. The institution is
dated at Wylescomb, the 17th of the following month.*

The pension of 20s. due from the Church of Bekyngton
had to be recovered by law in 1353. A writ was addressed
for this purpose to John de Werdyr, the parson, on the
12th of July in that year.t

In connexion with Buckland, it will not be amiss to
repeat that Roger Arundell, sometime lord of the manor
of Halse, gave that manor, in the year 1374, to the
Prior of S. John of Jerusalem in England, on condition
that he and his successors should find and maintain a chapel
at Halse, and a chaplain to celebrate Divine Service for ever
in the same for the souls of Roger, his predecessors, and all
the faithful departed. A jury found the facts aforesaid,
and that the manor, which was held of the king in capite,
as of his manor of Hampstede Mareschall, by military
gervice, was of the annual value in all issues of £20. The
same jury found that Roger Torell had given to the
Rector of the Church of Mulverton 20 acres of arable
land, called Mynsterlond in Mulverton, to find a chaplain
who should celebrate Divine Service three days every week
in the chapel of Torelles Preston. The land was held of
the king in capite, by military service, and was worth in
all issues 16s. per annum. The Jurors were Bartholomew
Baghey, Adam Londe, Robert Ladell, Walter Cherl,
Richard Hokeday, John Holm, Benedict Flamesy, Robert
Hewere, John Garland, Thomas Clyve, Gilbert Stenes,
and Robert Skilgate; and the inquest was taken at
Taunton, before Adam atte More, the king’s eschaetor,
on Wednesday, the 8th of March, 1374. A writ of

¢ Hyll Cartulary, pp. 53, 53.
+ MS. Harl. 6965, p. 267.
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“certiorari ” in respect of these gifts was issued on the 3rd
of July, 1400.*

‘We must now pass to the year 1387. At this time the
Prioress and Sisters obtained from King Richard IL, by a
fine of thirteen shillings and four pence, another charter of
“inspeximus " and confirmation of their ancient grant from
Henry III., of fuel from the park of Perton. The letters
patent were dated at Westminster, 25th June, 1387.1

At an Inquisition taken at Yvelchester, 7th October,
1398, Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, who died on the
previous feast of S. Margaret, July 20, is stated to have
been seised at the time of his death of two fees payable
by the Prior of S. John, as of the honor of Wiggemor.
This is stated in immediate connexion with various other
properties of the said Roger at Mershewood, Bocland, and
Chilton.t

On the 28th of April, 1405, another charter of ¢ inspexi-
mus” and ratification was granted to the Prioress and
Sisters, on the payment of one marc, in behalf of their
ancient privilege. The letters patent on this occasion are
particularly valuable, inasmuch as they furnish us with the
name of the Prioress of the House, and thus make a still
further addition to our list of hitherto unnoted Superiors.
The lady in question was named Alicia, but of what family
and from whom descended all human record has disap-
peared. The document is dated at Westminster, on the
day and year above mentioned.| '

Three years subsequently, on the 14th of November,
1408, a writ of privy seal was issued, which furnishes us

* Inq.ad qd. 1 Hen. IV, n. 22,
+ Pat. 11 Ric. IL, p. 1, m. 86.
1 Ing. p.m. 22 Ric. II,, n. 84.
|| Pat. 6 Hen, IV, p. 3, m. 26.
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with a considerable amount of information as to the legal
position of the Sisters. It is clear, from the very terms of
their constitution, that they were necessarily subject to
the Prior at Clerkenwell in no inconsiderable degree.
Bracton, indeed, specially cites them as instances of legal
inability of acting apart from the Prior and Head of their
Order.* It appears that the Sisters had represented to
the king the ancient grant which had been, as we have
seen, conceded to them so early as the reign of Henry III.,
and the further permission accorded of removing their fire-
wood, for greater convenience, between the Festival of
Easter and that of S. Peter ad vincula. It is added,
though hardly as it would seem borne out by the facts,
that these concessions had been enjoyed by them from
that time to the present without let or hindrance either
from the king or the custodians of the park. The present
keeper, however, had resisted their demand on the ground
that they were but officials, ¢ obedienciarie” of the Prior of
S. John, and therefore not competent to accept the grant
in their own persons. The Prioress and her Sisters, ac-
cordingly, petitioned the king to interfere in their behalf
" and to provide a remedy. This result it is the intention
of the writ to effect.  The king, taking it into his royal
consideration that the Prioress and Sisters would instantly
and devoutly pray for the health of himself and his dearest
consort Johanna during their lives, and for their souls
after their deaths, and for the king’s dearest consort Maria,
deceased, granted their request, by conveying to Walter
Grendon, Prior of S. John, the gift already conceded, so
that the same might be to the use and profit of the Prioress
and Sisters at Buckland. Various ambiguities also in the

# De legibus, lib. v. tr. v. c. 18, de exceptionibus.
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original charter were now removed, and the intention of
the royal donor made more conspicuous. Perton is changed
to Pederton. In the previous instruments they were to
take their firewood ¢ de spinis, alno, et arabili:” the grant
now ran “videlicet thorn, aller, mapel, et hasell.” It was
also set forth that each cartload should consist of as much
firewood as six horses could draw, and that the servants
should fall, cut up and carry away at their will the amount
granted to them every year, from the Festival of the
Annunciation to the Festival of All Saints, without dis-
turbance, hindrance, or grievance from the king, his heirs,
the keeper of the park, or any other official or servant
whomsoever.*

King Henry V. confirmed this grant of his father to
William Hilles, Prior of S. John, in behalf of the Prioress
and Sisters, on the payment of half a marc, at West-
minster, on the 8th of February, 1418-9.t

Of this also a confirmation was granted by King Henry
VI., at Westminster, on the 5th of February, 1422-3.1
And another ratification and confirmation of the same, on
the payment of balf a marc, was made to Robert Botell,
Prior of S. John, twenty-one years afterwards, on the
10th of February, 14434.|

The Sisters appear to have struggled against poverty
without much aid from those who should seem to have been
their natural patrons, but from whom it is clear that
they received little sympathy. On the 22nd of April,
1447, they sold their pension of 4 marcs, payable to them

® Pat. 10 Hen. 1V,,p. 1, m. 19. MS. in Coll. Armor. L. 17, f. 156b.
Appendix, No. XVII.

+ Pat. 6 Hen. V., m. 10.
1 Pat. 1 Hen. VL, p. 5, m. 5.
|| Pat. 22 Hen. VI, p. 2, m. 38.
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from the vicarage of North Pederton.* These, it is said
by Dr. Archer, are still paid to the Crown.

It would appear, although we know very little either of
the process or the results, that several valuations of the
property were made during the last half of the fifteenth
century, especially in 1460 and 1493. We shall presently
have before us, however, a most valuable and complete
document of a similar kind, and of so near a period to that
of the returns alluded to as to make their absence a matter
of less importance.t

For some few years nothing seems to have transpired of
which a record is preserved for us ; but I have found some
documents which belong to the commencement of the
following century, which give us an excellent insight into
the condition of the House at that period.

I may premise, however, to keep to the chronological
order as far as possible, that, at a Chapter holden at
Melchborne on the 9th of November, 1500, there was
granted to Alexander Verney, Chaplain, a chamber suit-
able to his rank in the manor of Bodmescomb in the county
of Devon, with fuel for the said chamber from the underwood
of that manor, eight marcs sterling a year by way of stipend,
and for food and raiment, during his life, to be received
through the hands of the Preceptor of Buckland, or of the
farmer in charge. The said Alexander obliged himself to
celebrate Divine Service in the Chapel of Bodmescomb as
long as his strength lasted so to do. If, from old age or
infirmity, he became unable to officiate, his chamber and
allowances were still to be continued to him. 1f, however,
whilst able to celebrate, he failed in his duty, and without

® MS. Harl. 6966, p. 61.

+ Comput.38 Hen. VI. Off. Aug.18092. Comput.8 Hen. VII.Of. Aug. 1232.
Add. MJ, 21, 324, pp. 13b, 28b.
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licence from the Prior or farmer omitted to perform it, the
present grant was to be reckoned null and void. The
seals of both parties were affixed to this agreement, which
was dated as above.*

In an ¢ Assembly” holden in the house of S. John of
Jerusalem, at Clerkenwell, on the 20th of January, 1500-1,
at which were present Brother John Kendal, Prior of Eng-
land ; Brother Henry Hawlay, Preceptor of Willughton ;
Brother Robert Pek, Preceptor of Badislay and Mayne ;
Brother Robert Dawson, Preceptor of Halston and Temple-
comb ; Brother Thomas Newport, Preceptor of Newland ;
Brother Robert Danyel, Preceptor of Swynfeld ; Brother
Adam Chetwod, Preceptor of Badisford and Dynglay; Bro-
ther John Tonge, Preceptor of Ribston, Mount S. John, and
Carbrok ; Brother Jo. Bowth, Preceptor of Quenyngton ;
and Brother William Darel, Preceptor of Yeuelay and Ba-
rowe ; a lease was granted to John Vernay of Farefelde, in
the county of Somerset, esquire, of the Preceptory of Buc-
lande Priors, in the county of Somerset, with the manors of
Bodmescomb and Cove, in the county of Devon,appertaining
to the said Preceptory, and all and singular other demesnes,
lands, tenements, meadows, pastures, rents, services, contri-
butions, courts with their profits, tithes, oblations, goods
and chattels of felons and vagabonds, and all other
liberties, emoluments, rights and advantages whatsoever;
save and except woods and underwoods, advowsons of
churches, guardianships, disposals in marriage, and admis-
sion fines, which were wholly reserved. The lease was to
run from the festival of the Nativity of S.John the Baptist
next coming, to the end of thirty years ; and the rent to be
paid into the Treasury at Clerkenwell was ninety-three
pounds, six shillings, and eight pence sterling per annum,

# MS. Lansd. 200, f. 1xxix b,
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payable in equal portions at the festivals of the Purification
of the Blessed Virgin and of S. Barnabas the Apostle.
Besides this, the following stipulations (to us the far more
interesting part of the transaction) were to be most strictly
observed. The aforesaid farmer and his assigns were to
provide due and honest hospitality in the Preceptory, at
their own expence; and also, at their own expence, to find,
according to the ancient order, five chaplains, two of whom,
Chaplains of the Cross, or two others whom the Prior should
depute, were to be assigned to places in the Church of the
Sisters at Buclande, one in the Chapel of the Preceptory,
one at Bodmescumbe, and one at Durston, for the
continual celebration of Divine Service. They were
also to find maintenance and a chamber for one chaplain
of the Prioress, and maintenance for the steward of her
House and for his servant, with two cartloads of hay, every
year of the term. They were to give to Alexander Vernay,
Chaplain of Bodmescomb, whose appointment we have
already noticed, a chamber with his fuel there, and
eight marcs sterling as stipend, and for his food and
raiment, according to the tenor of the agreement previously
made with him. Besides this they were to pay to the
Prioress and Convent yearly for their customary pension
the sum of £22, and to the steward of the courts pertaining
to the said Preceptory his regular salary. Still further,
they were to bear all other ordinary and extraordinary
burdens incumbent on the Preceptory until the end of the
term, the aids to the treasury at Rhodes excepted. They
were to keep the buildings, walls, enclosures, hedges, &c.,
in good repair, and to return them in as sound a state as
they received them. If any of the buildings should become
ruinous during the term, the Prior was to rebuild them, and
the furmer and his assigns were to repair and maintain them
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for the future. They were to find provision and attend-
ance for three or four days and nights for the servants of
the Prior coming with five or six horses twice a year on
visitation to the said Preceptory, or for holding courts there.
The aforesaid farmer and his assigns were to have housebote,
fyrebote, ploughbote, cartbote, hedgebote, harobote, and
foldebote, in and of the woods and underwoods of the said
Preceptory by reasonable assignment and without waste.
It was stipulated also that the Prior and his servants were
to visit the said Preceptory whenever they pleased, and to
hold courts and make leases; the farmer and his assigns to
have the profits of the said courts, and to restore at the
end of the term all the rolls of the courts, and leases, old
und new, which should come to their hands during the
interval. The farmer and his assigns were not to release
their status in the Preceptory to any other holder without
the licence of the Prior. If the rent went back, in part or
in all, for two months after the dates above specified, it
was to be lawful for the Prior to re-enter and take posses-
sion. If the profits of the contributions were suspended,
the farmer and his assigns were to be allowed the differ-
ence, and to pay those monies only which they should
actually receive. John Vernay bound himself to the per-
formance of these agreements under a bond of two hundred
pounds sterling ; and also that at the end of the term
he and his assigns should surrender to the Preceptor of
Buclande all the ornaments of the chapel there, with all the
stock living and dead. The document was signed with the
seals of the Prior and of John Vernay aforesaid, and was
“dated in our House of Clerkenwell, by London, in our
Assembly holden there on the twentieth day of January,
in the year of our Lord one thousand five hundredth.” *

* MS, Lansd. 200, ff. Ixxxiiii, lxxxiiii b. Appendix, No. XVIII.
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It would appear either that this agreement was not
observed, and that the alternative provided for came into
operation, or that a transfer was effected with permission of
the lessors; for so early as the 10th of March, 1507-8, at an
¢ Assembly,” holden on that day at the House at Clerken-
well, under the presidency of Thomas Docwra, Prior of
England, assisted by Brother John Tong, Preceptor of
Ribston, Mount S. John, and Carbrok ; Brother Thomas
Sheffeld, Preceptor of Bruerlay and Shengay ; Brother
Lancellot Docwra, Preceptor of Dynmore and Temple-
combe ; Brother John Rawson, Preceptor of Swynfelde ;
and Brother Thomas Golyn, Preceptor of Baddisford and
Dynglay, a lease of the Preceptory was granted to Edmund
Myl, of Wellys, gentleman, and to Anna his wife, together
with the manors of Bodmescomb and Cove, in the county
of Devon. The terms of the lease are precisely similar to
those already detailed, save that the special mention is
omitted of Alexander Vernay, the Chaplain of Bodmes-
comb, who may be supposed to have departed this life
during the interval.*

Once more a Confirmation was granted to the Sisters of
their early privilege which has been so often before us.
It is a document of a most curious kind, and especially so
when we consider it with reference to the character of him
from whom it came. In the second year of his reign,
King Henry VIII. addressed letters of “inspeximus” to
his beloved in Christ Thomas Docwra, Prior of the Hospital
in England, recounting the terms of the previous letters,
and granting through him to the Prioress and Sisters of
Bucland a hundred and fifty-six cartloads of wood every
year, from his park of Petherton, on the ground of their

® MS, Oott. Claud. B. VI. f. liii b, liiii,
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offering up constant and devout prayers for his own health
and that of his dearest consort Katharine during their
lifetime, and for their souls after their decease. Every
cartload was to be of the draught of six horses or eight
oxen ; and, inasmuch as the time was limited in the former
letters to the interval between the festival of the Annun-
ciation and that of All Saints, they were now at liberty to
collect the firewood from the latter festival to that of S.
George the Martyr, the 23rd of April. They were also
permitted to place sufficient fences round those parts of the
park where the future fuel was growing, so that the young
shoots might not be damaged, and that cattle and other
animals might not injure the same. It was also allowed
them, if they saw fit, to gather the amount of two years
in one, but in that case they were not to remove any
during the whole of the following year. All these conces-
sions were to be enjoyed without any payment to the
keeper of the park, or any fine to the hanaper of the
chancery. The instrument was dated at Canterbury, 5th
April, 1511.*

This arrangement was of but short duration. Edmund
Myl died, and his widow became the wife of Lionel Norres
in 1514. The lease was surrendered, and the Prior and
his Chapter granted an annuity of ten pounds, out of the
issues of the Preceptory, for the term of the life of the
survivor. The instrument was dated the 11th of January,
1514-5.4

In 1516, the property was leased to Henry Thorneton,
gentleman, of Currymalett, for forty years, from the festival
of the Nativity of S.John the Baptist next ensuing, at
a rent of one hundred and three pounds, six shillings, and

¢ Confirm. 2 Hen. VIIL, p. 10, n. 7.
+ MS. Cott. Claud. E. VL. f. exlvii, oxlvii b.
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eight pence sterling a year. The increase of ten pounds
in the yearly rental which is thus apparent was to meet
the annuity of the same amount, just mentioned, which
was, however, to revert to the farmer on the death of
the annuitants. The terms of the lease in other respects
were similar to those of the former. It was dated at the
House of S. John at Clerkenwell, 24th April, 1516.*

It will be recollected that, by the conditions of the previ-
ous leases, there was an express reservation of the wood,
underwood, and reparations of buildings. An indenture
was made between Thomas Docwra, Prior of the Hospital
of S.John of Jerusalem in England, and his brethren
Knights of the same on the one part, and Henry Thornton,
farmer of their Commandry of Bukeland, gentleman, on
the other, by which the former covenanted, bargained, and
sold for the residue of his lease unto the said Henry and
his assigns all their wood and underwood lying, standing,
and growing in their wood within the lordship of Hals,
called Hals wood, containing by estimation 40 acres, save
and except two trees of “oke” in the same wood, of the
best ¢ okes” that will and may serve for timber for the said
Prior and his brethren, and their successors. For this
concession the said Henry paid £20 sterling, with which
the said Prior confessed himself to be well and truly
satisfied and contented. It was agreed that the said Henry
Thornton should repair and maintain at his own cost all
manner of the houses and buildings ; that it should be
lawful for the said Henry to stub and grub all the said
wood and underwood ; and that he might, if he pleased,
without impeachment of waste or destruction, alter, trans-
pose and change such houses and buildings, provided that

® MS. Cott. Claud. E. VL, f. olxii b, olxiii, clxiii b.



42 MYNCHIN BUCKLAND

he made others in their stead. He bound himself and his
heirs in the sum of £100 for the due performance of this
engagement, which was entered into in the Chapter holden
in the House of S. John's of Clerkenwell beside London,
the 2nd of October, 1519.*

It should be remarked, that, although no mention is
made in these documents of the Preceptor and his assistants
at Buckland, we are not to conclude for certain, how likely
soever, that such personages did not exist; because,
according to the rule of the Order, as we have repeatedly
noticed, they were simply officials, and the direction of their
estates was virtually in the hands of the Superior at
Clerkenwell. It would appear, nevertheless, that a change
had taken place in the general mode of management. The
position of the Preceptor and his Brethren, if such officers
were still in being, which I hardly believe, was clearly very
different from what it was when the accounts of their
predecessors just two centuries before were so minutely laid
open to our inspection.

On the same day as the date of the last instrument, the
2nd of October, 1519, the Prior and Chapter leased for a
term of forty years, to the said Henry Thornton, farmer
of Bucland, a tenement with its appurtenances, late in the
tenure of John Curson, situated and lying in the parish .
of S. Clement Danes, outside Temple Bar. The rent was
40s. sterling a-year.t

We are now close upon times of trouble. I havealready
in previous Memoirs entered fully into the history of the
unscrupulous movement which terminated in the violent
suppression of the Religious Houses, and the wholesale

“# MS, Cott. Claud. E. VI, ff. clxxxiiii, olxxxiiii b.
+ MS. Cott. Claud. E. VL, {. olxxxviii.
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robbery of their possessions. The main features of that
odious tragedy are necessarily the same in every instance,
although the details are as various as the multiform shapes
in which tyranny, falschood, sacrilege, and murder can
present themselves and be exemplified when under no
restraint Bor necessity to deceive. Happily, therefore,
there will not be any need to take the reader over ground
with which he is already acquainted, and which is too
unlovely to be voluntarily allowed to detain us. I will,
accordingly, introduce him to the particular and special
information which I have succeeded in gathering in con-
nexion with the House on the listory of which we are now
employed.

Is is singular that no Declaration of the King’s Supre-
macy, made either by the officers of the Preceptory or by
the Sisterhood, has been preserved. It may be presumed
that such was submitted to and accepted by them, but the
record of the transaction is not extant.

Immediately afterwards, with a view to apportion the
payment voted to the King for the support of his new
dignity, followed the well-known ¢ Valor.” It is a most
important document, as furnishing us with a minute account
of the possessions of the I[Iouse, with its income and
expenditure in customary deductions, on the eve of the
dissolution. I will, therefore, present the reader with its
details, only more lucidly arranged than in their original and
obscure form. Under each head he will thus be able without
difficulty to see the gross and net values of the estatcs, both
before and after the dues, stipends, and other disbursements
had been accounted for and liquidated, and the subsequent
surplus which remained for the maintenance of the House
itself.
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PRIORY OF MYNCHYN BOCKELAND.
Declaration of the Extent and Annual Value of all and
singular the Lands and Tenements and other Possessions,
with the Tithes, Oblations, and all other Issues of the
divers Benefices and Chapels belonging and appropriated to
the aforesaid Priory as below appeareth, namely in the time
of Katerina Bowghshere, now Prioress at the same place,
approved and examined by the Commissioners aforenamed
[Sir Andrew Lutterell and Hugh Mallet, Esqr., Commis-
sioners ; Hugh Trotter and John Plompton, Auditors.].
LaNDs rROUND THE PRIORY.

Value in issues of the Demesne Lands, re-
maining in the hands of the Prioress, and > cxvij® viij¢

taxed by four trustworthy men. Thus clear

BOOCKELAND.

Value in assessed Rents as wellof )

the Free as of the Customary

Tenants there, per annum .. xxijt

Out of this, per annum, Lxxjli xix* iij¢
For a chief rent there to the
Prior of S. John of Jerusa-

lem in England .. .. ixd
So clear
Fines of land there .. .. .. .. xx*
WELLYS.
Value in Rents of divers burgages
there, per annum . .. xlix®
Out of this, per annum,
For rent to the Bishop of Bath .. ixd L oo
For the fee of William Vowell, XXXV
steward there .. - .. xiij* iiijd
For the fee of Alexander Pophame,
bailiff there oo .o oo dijr i

And there remains clear
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GoOTTON.

as of the Customary Tenants
there, per annum .. .. difjt xje
Out of which, per annum,
For rent to the Abbat of Glas-
tonbury .o .. .o xijd
And there remains clear

Assessed Rents as well of the Free 1
-

NORTHPETHERTON.

Assessed Rents as well of the Free W
as of the Customary Tenants
there, per annum .. .. xxifjt  ixd
Out of which, per annum,
For a priest in the parish church
there, celebrating daily for
the souls of Henry Erley and
others, by agreement . . V3t xiij* iiijd
For the fee of John Walton,
steward there .. S S
For the fee of John Bekyn,
bailiff there .o . xxxiij* iijj?
And there remains clear
Fines of lands there, per annum xxx*

 xi!
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Perquisites of the Courts and xxxiiij®

other Casualties .. .. iiije

BRYMTON RAFF.

Assessed Rents there, per annum, clear ..  xxiiij* viij¢

CADECOTE.

Rent of one tenement there, per annum, clear ij®

HOREWOODE.

veee

Rent of one tenement there, per annum, clear xiij* 1iij¢
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AssHE AND THORNEFFAWCON.

Assessed Rents there, per annum .. xlvij* vj¢
Out of which, per annum,
For the fee of John Popham,
bailiff there .. .. .. ij*
And there remains clear

xlve vj?

CouNntY OF DORSET.

CHYLDCOMB.

Assessed Rents there, per annum, clear .. xiiij"

PEMESLEGH IN SHYLBORNE.

Assessed Rents as well of the )
Free as of the Customary
Tenants there, per annum xiiij" iij* viij¢
Out of which, per annum, xiij¥ ix* iiij¢
Forrent to the Bishop of Sarum xijd
For the fee of John Hely,
bailiff there .o oo xiij®iiijd
And there remains clear

Perquisites of the Courts there
and other Casualties A R xx*
Fines of lands .. . .. Xvj* viijd

VALUE OF SPIRITUALS, A8 UNDER.
COUNTY OF SOMERSET.

RECTORY OF BOCKELAND WITH THE CHAPEL OF
MiniLL CHURCH.

Issues of predial tithes .. .o .. vij* xj¢
Of personal tithes. . .. .. .. dije xij* v¢
Other casualties there, in common years xvii)? |

Clear
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RECcTORY OF KYLMERSDON.

Issues of predial and personal tithes xviij x*

Demesne Lands, with other casualties
there, in common years .o
Clear
BROMEFYLD.
Issues of predial and personal tithes,
demesne lands, with other casualties
there, in common years .. .o
Out of which, per annum,
To the Archdeacon of Taunton, for
synodals .. .. . .o
So clear

xviij't xv*
vl

N
vijji v B
viljl iij

ij-

RECTORY OF NORTHPETHERTON.

Issues of predial and personal
tithes, with other casual- W
ties there, in common
years. . oo .. xxiijj!t xd

Out of which, per annum,

To the Bishop of Bath,

| xxiij! xj* j2 ob’.

for procurations P 1341
To the Archdeacon of
Taunton, for synodals vij* viob’)
So clear
BRIGGEWATER.

A pension from the Prior there, for tithes
Mede, per annum. Clear ..
CANYNGTON.

A pension from the Prioress there, for
Cleyhull, per annum. Clear ..
STONDENHAY.

of Horsy
. .. Vijj®
tithes of

.o ViJ

A pension from Alexander Popham, for tithes

there, per annum. Clear .e

.o o xI¢
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CouNTY OF LINCOLN.
DyrTON.

Issues of tithes of all kinds .. xxix!
Demesne Lands with other
casualties, in common years  xxij*
Out of which, per annum,
For the fee of Gothlac Over-
ton, the receiver there .. xxvj*viij¢
Clear

DONYNGTON.

Issues of tithes of all kinds, demesne
lands, with other casualties, in
common years .. .o ..o xt Clite oiid
Out of which, per annum, T
For the fee of Gothlac Overton,

the receiver there .. .. xiij* iifj?
Clear

xxviijlixv* iiij4

EssEx.
PRECEPTORY OF RAYNHAME.

A Pension paid by William Weston, Prior of S. John
of Jerusalem in England, per annum. Clear .. ¢

SOMERSET.
PrECEPTORY OF TEMPLE CoMB.

A Pension paid by Brother Edmund Husey
there, per annum. Clear .o .o xxVj* viij

KENT.
PRECEPTORY OF SWYNFYLD.

A Pension paid by Brother Edward Brown
there, per annum. Clear .- .o xl*
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NORTHAMPTON.
PreECEPTORY OF KERBROKE.
A Pension paid by Brother John Rawson
there, per annum. Clear . .. xiij®
KiNGg’s ALMs.
Receipt by the hands of the Sheriff of Here-
ford yearly in the Exchequer of our Lord
the King. Clear .. .. .. .. vjt xiij

SOMERSET.

CHURCH OF POWLET.
Annual Pension there. Clear .. .. .. xiij®
CHURCH OF NORTHPETHERTON.

49

esse

esee

seee

Annual Pension there. Clear .. .. <. lige e

CHURCH OF TOLLANDE.

Annual Pension there. Clear .. .. e
CHURCH OF BEKYNTON.

Annual Pension there. Clear .. . .. Xxx*

TEMPORALS.
DEvonN.

HEeLE, IN TAWSTOKE PARISH.
Assessed Rents as well
of Free as of Cus-
tomary Tenants, per
annum, there . . xxiiji xvj*iiijéq’

Out of which, per annum, xxij! xix* viij¢ ¢’.

For the fee of Thomas
Perd, steward there xiij® iiij¢
For the fee of Richard
Payn, receiver there iij° iiij¢
And so clear
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Fines of lands there, per annum, .. xx* ]
Perquisites of the Courts and other xxiij* iiij?
Casualties .. .. .. dije i |
CORNWALL.

BropE WoODE WYGGER.

Assessed Rents as well of the Free as

of the Customary Tenants there, per
annum., Clear .. .. .. .. lxxv* iiij¢ ob’.

Sum total of the value as well of all the

Temporals as of the Spirituals above

mentioned .. .. .. . . cexxiijt vij* iiijd q .
The tithe from thence .. .. o.  xxiji vj* ixd *

Such was the precise state and value of the property
in the 27th year of Henry VIIL, 1534.

The ¢ Valor” gives us also the names of the following as
Incumbents of benefices at the period of its formation :—

John Aisshelok was rector of Beckyngton, Thomas
Thomson was vicar of Kilmersdon, Thomas Hill was vicar
of Halse, John Dawes was rector of Hethfelde, Robert
Balche was vicar of Powlet, John Bulcume was vicar of
Northpetherton, John Langdon, Walter Jones and John
Saunders were chantry priests in the same church, and
John Crosse was rector of Tolland.t

This return confirmed the desires and paved the way for
a carefully planned course of systematic aggression. Before,
however, we enter into the narrative of the closing scenes,
which are now rapidly drawing onwards, it will be best to
dispose of a few particulars which would not be so well
introduced in a subsequent page.

* Val. Eccl, vol. 1., pp. 210, 211, MS. Harl. 701, f. 104b.
t+ Val. Eccl. 1., 159, 160, 172, 212, 214, 223.
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hood might be thus separated. But their union with the
Order itself was never, that I can discover, broken. And
the fact that they are called Nuns of the Order of S.
Augustine is not to be understood as militating against this
view, inasmuch as the Hospitalars, as well as the Templars,
were members of that numerous body of Conventual
Societies which accepted the rule of S. Austin as the guide
of their religious life. Tanner’s subsequent assertion that
“it doth not appear when or by whom the Preceptory was
founded, but some have thought it more ancient than the
Nunnery,” is so fully answered in the previous pages that
it need not occupy us further.

Another and very conclusive evidence, at once of their
obedientiary position and of their unbroken union with the
Order, is exhibited in the fact that from beginning to end
they did not so much as present to their appropriated
rectories. I have recovered the following names of the
incumbents of the parishes down to the time of the Sup-
pression, and doubt not that, to the local reader especially,
the lists, however imperfect, will be objects of considerable
interest. It will be seen that the Prior of England, and
neither the Prioress nor the Preceptor of Buckland, was
the patron in every instance :—

Incumbents of North Petherton:—John de Messingham,
4th March, 1309-10; Laurence de Cherleton, 19th October,
1310; William de Dychton, 2nd August, 1313.* These were
presented by Prior William de Tothale. Thomas de Fox-
tone, 6th September, 1332 ; presented by Prior Leonard
de Tybertis. Nicholas de Somerton, 15th December,
1342; Nicholas de la Mor, 3rd October, 1345 ; William de
Avene, 26th April, 1347; Reginald de Fardyngeston, 24th

* MS. Harl. 6964, pp. 10, 13, 51.






54 MYNCHIN BUCKLAND

1506 ; Robert Bailly, 5th May, 1509 ;* presented by Prior
Thomas Docwra.

Incumbents of Halse :—Richard Philip, ; Thomas
Hyll, L.L.B., 23rd January, 1505-6 ;t presented by Prior
Thomas Docwra.

Incumbents of Heathfield :—Owen de Cory, ——;
Robert de Pippecote, 28th September, 1332 ; presented by
Prior Leonard de Tybertis. Richard de Poterne, 4th
July, 1346 ; Richard Payn, 22nd April, 1348; William
Redmor, 4th February, 1348-9;1 John de Donne, 1354 ;||
presented by Prior Philip de Thame. Thomas Banys,
— ; William Meyre, 10th March, 1505-6 ; presented by
Prior Thomas Docwra. Edward Kebyll, ; John
Dawes, 2nd June, 1534;§ presented by Prior William
Weston.

Incumbents of Tolland :—William de Banton, 20th
January, 1265 ;7 presented by Prior Roger de Vere.
Gilbert de Quenton, —— ; William de Quenton, 11th
April, 1320 ;** William Morys, 28th August, 1349 ; Nicho-
las de Blenye, ——; Walter Stammel, 8th July, 1351 ; t}
presented by Prior Philip de Thame. Walter Crosse,
——; John Crosse, A.M., 25th May, 1517 ;}} presented
by Prior Thomas Docwra.

It was doubtless for the peace of the Sisterhood that its
members were so little called upon to interfere in the more
secular affairs of their House. If power were less freely

# MS. Harl, 6967, pp. 6b, 11.
+ MS. Harl. 6967, p. 5b.
1 MS. Harl. 6965, pp. 64, 176, 189, 201.
|| Hyll Cart. pp. 52, 583.
§ MS. Harl. 6967, pp. bb, 47.
q MS. Harl. 6985 B., p. 121b.
#* MS. Harl. 6964, p. 45.
++ MS, Harl. 6965, pp. 219, 236.
13 MS, Harl. 6967, p. 28b.

















































































































































































RINGS FOUND NEAR THE SITE OF MYNCHIN

BUCKLAND PRIORY.

(Actual Size.)

Drazon and Engraved for the Rev. Thomas Hugo's Iistory of

Buckland Priory.







COMMON SEAL OF MYNCHIN BUCKLAND PRIORY.
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Lrom an Impression attached to the Decd of Surrender, preserved among

the Records of the Court of Augmentations.































