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THE POLLED ABERDEEN OR ANGUS
BREED OF CATTLE.

CHAPTER I

ORIGIN OF DOMESTIC CATTLE.

Disagreement as to origin of domestic cattle—The ox in prehistoric times
—The Bos wrus—The Ros longifrons—Domestic cattle descended from
one or the other, or from both—Opinion of various naturalists : Riiti-
meyer, Cuvier, Bell, Boyd Dawkins, Darwin, Storer, Owen, Dr John
Alexander Smith— Are the wrus and the longifrons really distinct
species ?—Practical value of the discussion—Probability of domestic
cattle coming from ‘‘one common source” — Low on variations in
cattle.

IT is probable that complete agreement may never be
arrived at in regard to the origin of the domesticated races
of British cattle. There has been much discussion as to
whether they ought to be looked upon as the conglomerate
produce of two or more distinctly different species of the
genus Bos, or as the variegated offshoots of one great
parent stem. The subject, like most other questions re-
ceding far into the mists of prehistoric times, would seem
to be almost hopelessly entangled in the meshes of scien-
tific and theoretical speculation.

The combined researches of the geologist and the archze-
ologist have proved that the genus Bos—the generic appel-

A
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lation of the ox and kindred species—had lived in Britain
at the time of the Mammoth, sharing with many varieties
of extinct mammalia the luxuriant herbage that distin-
guished the flora of Northern Europe prior to the glacial
period. Its fossil remains, along with those of the ele-
phant, rhinoceros, &c., have been dug up from the drift
and fresh-water deposits of the Newer-Pliocene formation.
There is little doubt that, outliving many of its earlier
associates, and finding new companions as it passed from
age to age, the ox, of one or other variety, has since that
remote period had constant existence in Northern Europe.

The varieties of the ox which in the prehistoric era
roamed in the sweet freedom of nature through the British
forests and marshes have been arranged by palseontolo-
gists into two main divisions. The line of demarcation—to
minds of a practical turn somewhat arbitrary—seems well
enough understood by naturalists. The two types or
species differed materially in size, and also, to a varying
extent, in some other points of lesser importance. In the
strictest sense of the term, however, they presented no
structural differences. The larger was named the Bos primi-
genius by Bojanus, and is likewise known as the Bos urus.
To the smaller, Owen gave the designation of Bos longi-
Jrons. Other species of fossil European oxen are spoken
of by various writers, notably the Bos frontosus and the
Bos trochoceros, but all these are now generally regarded
as identical with either the Bos primigenius or the Bos
longifrons. Riitimeyer considers the Bos trochoceros to be
the female of an early domesticated form of the Bos prims-
genius, and to be the progenitrix of the Bos frontosus.

The Bos wrus is described as having been an animal of
enormous size and ferocious temper. When the Romans
first penetrated into the heart of Britain, more than half
a century before the dawn of the Christian era, they
found the great wrus roaming wildly through the forests
and marshes. Cesar describes this animal as being in
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size little inferior to the elephant, but in colour, form, and
general appearance resembling the common bull. “Great
is their strength, and great their swiftness,” says the Roman
leader, “and they spare neither man nor wild beast that
comes within their view. The Germans take and kill
them in pitfalls made with great care and trouble. Their
young men inure themselves to this labour, and exercise
themselves in this kind of hunting ; and they who have
killed the most, publicly produce their horns in testimony
of their exploits, and receive praise. But it is impossible
to accustom them to man, and to tame them ; and to this,
even the very young ones are no exception. The great
size, form, and beauty of their horns make them differ
much from the horns of our oxen: these they collect with
great care, and, surrounding the margin of them with
silver, use them as cups at their largest banquets.” This
is an interesting picture drawn by a graphic writer who
had seen the huge monster careering wildly in all its pris-
tine majesty. Pliny describes the urus as an animal of
“excessive strength and swiftness,” and states that both
the wrus and the bison were conveyed from Germany to
Rome, and “ viewed by the people in the circus.”
Numerous skeletons, or parts of skeletons, supposed to
belong to the Bos wrus type, have from time to time
been discovered in the British Isles, and elsewhere in
Europe, and from these various scientific observers and
celebrated naturalists have given us sketches of this
ancient variety of cattle. Professor Nilsson, writing of
the wrus, says: “The forehead is flat, the edge of the
neck is straight, the horns very large and long, near the
roots directed outward, and somewhat backward ; in the
middle they are bent forward, and towards the front
turned upward. This colossal species of ox, to judge from
the skeleton, resembles almost the tame ox in form and
the proportions of its body; but in its bulk it is far
larger. To judge from the magnitude of its horn-cores, it
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had much larger horns, even larger than the long-horned
breed of cattle found in the Campania of Rome. Accord-
ing to all accounts, the colour of this ox was black; it
had white horns, with long black points; the hide was
covered with hair like the tame ox, but it was shorter and
smooth, with the exception of the forehead, where it was
long and curly.” Riitimeyer, Owen, Bell, Boyd Dawkins,
Smith, and others, give similar descriptions of the wrus,
differing slightly in minor details. There is uncertainty
as to the colour of the wrus. Some say it was black;
others believe it to have been white. »

By various writers elaborate measurements are presented
of the wrus, showing that the animal must have been of
huge dimensions, far exceeding any living variety of
cattle. The length of the body “from the nape to the
end of the rump-bones,” is stated at about 9 feet;
and the length of the head “from the occipital ridge to
the anterior border of the intermaxillary bones,” at 2
feet 4 inches, making the entire length of the animal
no less than about 11 feet 4 inches. Then the height over
the mane is said to have been 6 feet to 6 feet 6 inches.
The horns carried by the wrus must have been of great
size. The horn-cores of the various skulls found in Scot-
land and elsewhere measure, along the outer curvature,
about 2 feet or 2 feet 2 inches in length; while the span
between the tips of the horn-cores.is stated at 2 feet 2
inches, and their circumference at the base at 1 foot 2
inches. The breadth of the forehead, between the horn-
cores, would seem to have been about 9 inches.

The Bos longifrons has been represented as smaller in
size than many of the existing varieties of cattle. Pro-
fessor Owen, in his work on ‘British Fossil Mammals
and Birds, says: “This small but ancient species or
variety of ox belongs, like our present cattle, to the sub-
genus Bos, as is shown by the form of the forehead, and
by the origin of the horns from the extremities of the oc-
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cipital ridge; but it differs from the contemporary Bos
primigenius, not only by its great inferiority of size, being
smaller than the ordinary breeds of domestic cattle, but
also by the horns being proportionately much smaller and
shorter as well as differently directed, and by the forehead
being less concave. It is indeed usually flat; and the
frontal bones extend farther beyond the orbits, before
they join the nasal bones, than in the Bos primigenius.
The horn-cores of the Bos longifrons describe a single short
curve outwards and forwards in the plane of the forehead,
rarely rising above the plane, more rarely sinking below
it: the cores have a very rugged exterior, and are usually
a little flattened at the upper part.”

The accounts of other writers differ but little. The Bos
longifrons would seem to have been short in the body, and
to have had legs almost as slender as those of the deer.
Professor Nilsson, in a paper “ On the Extinct and Existing
Bovine Animals of Scandinavia,” published in the ¢ Annals
and Magazine of Natural History,” says that, as far as he
knew, the Bos longifrons was “the smallest of the ox tribe
that had lived wild in our portion of the globe;” the
whole length, “ from the muzzle to the end of the rump-
bone,” having been “about 6 feet 8 inches.” The skull
would seem to have been long and narrow. The various
specimens found and preserved measure in length from
the supra-occipital ridge to front edge of intermaxillary
bone about 16 to 18 inches; from roots of horn-cores to
upper edge of orbits, about 3} to 4 inches; breadth of
forehead between roots of horn-cores, from 5 to 6% inches ;
breadth of skull across middle of orbits, from 6 to 7 inches ;
circumference of horn-cores at base, from 4 to 7 inches ;
length of horn-cores along outer-curvature, from 3 to 7
inches ; and span from tip to tip of horn-cores, from 9 to
16 inches.

From the bison and other varieties of humped cattle—
Bos priscus, Bos babulus, Bos indicus, &c.—these two types,
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just described in detail, are generally regarded as speci-
fically distinct. It is not denied that the Bos wrus and
Bos longifrons, as well as the existing races of non-humped
cattle, all come within the one generic—or rather sub-
generic—distinction, the Bos taurus. Naturalists, however,
as we have seen, have arranged the ancient varieties of
humpless cattle into two main species or types, the Bos
wrus and the Bos longifrons; and while they would seem
to agree that these two species represent the sub-generic
division to which domesticated cattle belong, they have
been unable to arrive at anything like unanimity of opinion
as to which type or “species” has been perpetuated in
existing races, or as to whether both have been so pre-
served ; and, if both have been preserved, in what varieties
each type has its purest representatives. Some naturalists
tell us that our living races of domesticated cattle are pure
but modified descendants of the huge urus. Others claim
the deer-like longifrons as the progenitors of existing races.
Perhaps the most generally accepted notion is, that existing
domesticated cattle are the intermixed descendants of the
two ancient types.

Riitimeyer gives it as his belief that some of the larger
domesticated races on the Continent and in England, as
well as the semi-wild cattle in Lord Tankerville’s Park at
Chillingham, are the descendants of the urus. The Chil-
lingham cattle, he says, are less altered from the true urus
type than any other known breed. Cuvier, Bell, and
others, would seem to go the length of believing that our
entire stock of living cattle are “ the degenerate descendants
of the great wrus.” Nilsson considers that the existing
races of cattle may probably have been derived from the
Bos wrus, the Bos longifrons, and the Bos frontosus. Boyd
Dawkins and Darwin are of opinion—and the one quotes
the other to this effect—that “ European cattle are de-
scended from two species”—namely, the wrus and the
longifrons. In his interesting work on ‘ The Wild White
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Cattle of Great Britain,” the late Rev. John Storer devoted
himself mainly to the substantiating of his belief that the
semi-wild cattle confined in the Chillingham and Cadzow
and some other parks were the progeny of the great urus ;
and that the Bos longifrons, having been « driven with its
master, the Celt, to the remote and inaccessible parts
which the English could not reach,” has been preserved in
the Kyloe of the Highlands of Scotland and in the smaller
cattle of Wales.

Owen considers it highly improbable that the enormous
and savage urus, spoken of by Ceesar, was ever tamed so
as to be fitted for the uses of man. He believes that the
progress of agricultural settlement had caused its “utter
extirpation,” just as similar progress in North America is
fast driving out the bison, and as it drove out the Aurochs
in Europe, and that our knowledge of the urus “is now
limited to deductions from its fossil or semi-fossil remains.”
Owen suggests that the early domestic cattle in Britain,
more particularly in Roman Britain, had been derived
mainly from importations of breeds “already domesticat-
ed” by the founders of the new British colonies. But, he
remarks, “if it should still be contended that the natives
of Britain or any part of them obtained their cattle by
. taming a primitive wild race, neither the bison nor the
great urus are so likely to have furnished the source of
their herds as the smaller primitive wild species or original
variety of Bos,” the longifrons. Winding up his concise
and complete description of the longifroms, the same writer
says: “In this field of conjecture the most probable one
will be admitted to be that which points to the Bos
longifrons as the species which would be domesticated by
the aborigines of Britain before the Roman invasion.” Dr
John Alexander Smith, of Edinburgh, who has given much
attention to the subject, and whose papers on the “ Ancient
Cattle of Scotland,” published in the ¢ Proceedings of the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland,’ are full of interest,
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expresses his entire concurrence with Owen’s belief as to
the extirpation of the urus. Dr Smith adds: “To suppose
beasts like these not only tamed, in opposition to such
decided evidence to the contrary, but also so strangely
degenerated into the comparatively small-sized and placid
‘ox of the present day, seems really past belief.” e is
inclined to regard the longifrons as “the true origin of
our domesticated cattle,” and presents strong evidence in
support of the contention.

These extracts from noted writers, not by any means
comprising all the different views that have been expressed
by men entitled to be heard on the subject, will serve to
indicate how hopelessly involved the question of the
“true origin” of our domestic cattle has become. But
while we despair of the discovery of facts calculated to
bring all investigators and thinkers to full agreement, we
indulge the comfortable conviction that for every practical
purpose it matters little which of the varying “ beliefs,”
“opinions,” and “contentions” referred to is really the
correct one. We shall not seriously raise the question
as to whether the two recognised types of ancient hump-
less cattle, the urus and the longifrons, should properly
be regarded as “distinct species,” or merely as varieties
of one species, the sub-genus Bos taurus, modified in form
by food, climate, and other changing conditions. That
is indeed a question upon which some pertinent considera-
tions might be submitted; but for our present purpose it
will suffice to assure the reader that whether the existing
races of domesticated cattle are the descendants of the
huge long-horned urus, or the slender short-horned longi-
Jrons, or of both combined, the material of which these
races are composed and the forces bound up in them are
still the same. If (as the late Mr Storer would have us
believe) at Chillingham we might look upon a pure
descendant of the wrus, and in the Highlands of Scotland
upon a living specimen of the ancient longifrons, we would
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in the two cases have before us material of almost com-
plete sameness—animals so entirely identical in structure,
although slightly modified in form by different usage, that
in spite of all the arbitrary and fanciful distinctions that
naturalists have endeavoured to set up, we would still feel
constrained to regard them as having had a common origin
in one well-defined if somewhat varying species of the
genus Bos,—those wild humpless cattle that browsed on
the luxuriant plains in this country during the Newer-
Pliocene period.

In leaving this“subject, we may present an apt quota-
tion from a footnote in Professor Low’s admirable work
on the ‘Domestic Animals of Great Britain.’” In refer-
ring to the huge oxen whose skeletons were found in
various parts of Europe, Professor Low says these skele-
tons indicate an animal nearly three times the bulk of °
the oxen of the present day, and adds that the skeletons
have been found “in the same situations as the great
extinet Irish Elk, and thus seem to have survived various
species with which they were associated, and even per-
haps to have survived till within the historic era.” Con-
tinuing, he says: “A question, however, which has been
agitated by naturalists is, Whether these huge animals
-are the origin of the domestic races, and may not even
have been the uri described by Casar? The question is
_one which bears less than is assumed upon the origin of
the existing races. We can, by all the evidence which
the question admits of, trace existing races to the ancient
urt which, long posterior to the historical era, inhabited
the forests of Germany, Gaul, Britain, and other countries.
It is a question involving an entirely different series of
considerations, whether these wr: were themselves de-
scended from an anterior race, surpassing them in magni-
tude, and inhabiting the globe at the same time with
other extinct species. ~While there is nothing that can
directly support this hypothesis, there is nothing certainly
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founded on analogy that can enable us to invalidate it.
There is nothing more incredible in the supposition that
animals should diminish in size, with changes in the
condition of the earth, than that they should be extin-
guished altogether, and supplanted by new species. The
fossil urus inhabited Europe when a very different con-
dition existed with regard to temperature, the supplies
of vegetable food, and the consequent development of
animal forms. Why should not the wrus, under these
conditions, have been a far larger animal than he subse-
quently became? We know by experience the effects
of food in increasing or diminishing the size of this very
race of animals. The great ox of the Lincolnshire fens
exceeds in size the little ox of Barbary or the Highland
hills, as much as the fossil wrus exceeded the larger
oxen of Germany and England; and we cannot consider
it as incredible, that animals which inhabited Europe when
elephants found food and a climate suited to their natures,
should have greatly surpassed in magnitude the same
species under the present conditions of the same coun-
tries.”
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CHAPTER IL

ORIGIN OF POLLED RACES OF CATTLE.

Speculation as to origin of hornless cattle—Their antiquity—Their dis-
tinctiveness—Letter from Darwin on loss of horns—Letter from Dr
John Alexander Smith—Professor Low’s opinion—Absence of horns
—Deviation from original form—TLoss of horns before and after
domestication—Preserved and fixed by selection in breeding — Ac-
quaintance with principles of breeding in early times—Advice of
Palladius, Columella, and Virgil—Distribution of polled cattle—Polled
cattle in Austria, South America, Norway, and Iceland—In Cheshire,
Lancashire, Nottinghamshire, Norfolk, Yorkshire, Devonshire, in
England—In Ayrshire, Lanarkshire, and Isle of Skye, in Scotland—
In Ireland—Existing polled breeds in United Kingdom—The Gallo-
way breed—Norfolk and Suffolk polls.

REGARDING the probable derivation of the polled varieties
of cattle, there has been considerable speculation. As far
as our present knowledge extends, the subject is found to
rest mainly on conjecture. By some it has been seriously
argued that polled cattle are entitled to be ranked as an
original and distinct species. We have even met with
the assertion that their polled progenitors first saw the
post-diluvian world at the “general dispersion on Mount
Ararat”! Without going either so far back or so high
up for their origin, the majority of thoughtful writers who
have given attention to the subject are prepared to assign
to the principal living varieties or breeds of polled or
hornless cattle a separate existence for a long period of
time. The idea which finds most favour—and we believe
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the correct one—is that the aboriginal cattle from which
existing races are derived were all originally provided
with horns, and that, therefore, the many varieties of
hornless cattle which have from time immemorial existed
in' various parts of the British Isles and elsewhere must
be regarded as forming distinet departures from the ancient
or original order of things. How and when these depar-
tures may have been effected must be left in a large
measure to conjecture.

That eminent philosopher and naturalist, Dr Charles
Darwin, who has so recently gone the way of all the living
(he died at Down, Kent, on April 20, 1882, aged 73 years),
and whose works, notably those on the ¢ Origin of Species’
and ‘ Animals and Plants under Domestication,” mark him
out as at once the most gifted and most far-reaching in-
quirer into matters connected with the origin, formation,
and deviation of species, confessed frankly that he could
not account for the loss of horns on certain races of cattle.
In his last-named work, he says he has “often speculated
on the probable causes through which each separate dis-
trict in Great Britain came to possess in former times its
own peculiar breed of cattle;” and yet he had not been
able to arrive at a confirmed conclusion as to how the
horns may have disappeared, and how the hornless breeds
have sprung up. He thinks “it is probable that some
breeds,” and “some peculiarities, such as being hornless,
&c., have appeared suddenly, owing to what we may call
in our ignorance spontaneous variation,” and that through
selection in breeding, either skilled or rude, the results of
these “spontaneous variations” have come to possess a
powerful hereditary tendency. In a courteous communi-
cation to us, dated January 23, 1882, this gifted naturalist
expresses his regret that he had “not had time during
several years to attend to the very interesting subject of
domesticated animals ; ” and adds: “ No one can give any
explanation—although no doubt there must be a canse—
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of the loss of horns, any more than of the loss of hair,
both losses strongly tending to be inherited. It is, I
think, possible that the loss of horns has occurred often
since cattle were domesticated, though I can call to mind
orily a case in Paraguay about a century ago. Is there not
a sub-breed of the so-called wild park cattle which is
hornless ? ”

In a communication to the authors, dated March 1,
1882, Dr John Alexander Smith of Edinburgh, whose in-
teresting ¢ Notes on the Ancient Cattle of Scotland’ have
already been referred to, also expresses his belief that the
absence of horns in certain breeds of cattle is “ an acciden-
tal variety or peculiarity which might occur in any do-
mesticated herd.” Professor Low evidently regards the
absence of horns as a departure from the original condi-
tion of things, but protests against the application of the
term “accident” to the organic change that gives rise to
such peculiarities. “There is nothing,” he says, “in the
phenomena of nature to which the term accident can be
justly applied. The characters were doubtless the result
of some organic change proper to the animals in which
they appeared, and their transmission to their progeny is
only the exemplification of a law common to other cases
of transmitted characters. . . . In the case of the
domesticated animals, we find similar evidences [as in
regard to the human race] of the wonderful permanence
of characters once acquired and imprinted on the animals.
In certain breeds of oxen and sheep, the animals retain
from generation to generation their distinctive marks, the
presence or absence of horns, the length and peculiar
bending of these appendages, and even the minutest varia-
tions of colour, as spots of white and black on certain
parts of the body.”

Other writers have expressed themselves in similar
terms; and in the absence of proof to the contrary, the
conclusion would seem justifiable, that the want of horns
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constitutes a deviation from the original form of the ox;
that the deviation has been due in the first place to sudden
organic changes — whether “spontaneous,” “accidental,”
or “proper,” we need hardly inquire; and that by selec-
tion in breeding, the new feature has come to possess the
fixity of an original character. But while we believe that the
absence of horns may have arisen from some such sudden
variation as has been indicated, we nevertheless maintain
that the principal races of polled cattle are quite as
well entitled to be classed as distinct breeds as any of
the horned varieties, and that their chief distinguishing
feature, the absence of horns, is now as firmly established
as any of those varying characters, either in colour, form,
or attributes, that distinguish from each other the leading
horned tribes.

Among those who regard the polled varieties as depar-
tures from the original form, it is generally considered
as more than probable that these offshoots had appeared
after the wild horned cattle had become domesticated.
This idea is supported by the fact, that all those fossil and
semi-fossil skulls and skeletons which constitute almost
the sole witnesses we possess of the existence of wild
cattle in Britain itself, as well as in Europe generally,
prior to the historic era, would tend to prove the constant
presence of horns. Even in the face of these considera-
tions, however, we are not prepared to admit that no such
variations as the sudden loss of horns had ever occurred
among cattle while they roamed in their natural wildness.
From all we know, the conditions under which cattle
lived before domestication were scarcely less favourable to
the occurrence of spontaneous variation than after they
had been tamed ; and following the law of analogy, and
recognising an inherent power in nature to give forth
modified variety—we regard such deviation as the fulfil-
ment, rather than as the breach, of nature’s laws—we are
constrained to assume that among the wild progenitors
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of our domesticated cattle there may have appeared an
occasional hornless animal. But while we think it more
than probable that that may have been the case, we are
nevertheless inclined to regard the common belief as
accurate in at least one sense.

There is, we conceive, ample proof in support of the con-
clusion that those sudden losses of horns—those spontane-
ous variations, or proper organic changes, which have given
us our known polled varieties—have really occurred since
domestication took place. It is admitted by all authori-
ties—Darwin clearly enforces the point— that while
deviations from the original or typical form of races of
animals may arise spontaneously, some sort of artificial
method or selection in breeding is necessary in order to
impart to those spontaneous aund isolated deviations such
fixity of character, or such strong hereditary power, as
would insure their perpetuation. Among cattle com-
pletely wild, no artificial selection could take place ; and
therefore any such sudden and radical variation as the
loss of horns which may have occurred among ancient
wild cattle, would in all probability have been rapidly
obliterated by the undirected flow of long-sustained nat-
ural forces. With cattle under domestication the case is
different. The appearance of new characters, whether the
loss of horns or some other feature, might be taken advan-
tage of by the owners, who, by isolating the animals pos-
sessing the peculiarities desired to be perpetuated, and
breeding from none but these, would succeed in stamping
with less or more hereditary fixity those favoured features
or changes which at first were but transitory, and which,
had not artificial means been taken to preserve them,
would have quickly disappeared, merging again, as it were,
into the main current from which they had temporarily
strayed.

In this connection it should be remembered that,
although the general principles which regulate the laws
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of heredity are now better known, and have been made to
produce more remarkable results in late years than at any
former age, yet those laws were recognised, and to some
extent observed, even in the earliest historic times. In
all the ancient nations the ox was the principal beast of
burden, and the works of most of the early writers who
deal with industrial subjects show clearly that in these
nations the power of selection in breeding had been known
and employed. This was notably the case among the
Romans. Palladius gives explicit directions as to the
selection of bulls. “The bull,” he says, “should be tall,
with huge members, of a middle size, rather young as old,
of a stern countenance, small horns, a brawny and vast
neck, and confined belly.” Columella’s description of the
best cow is still more minute. He most approves of cows
that “are of a tall make, long with very large belly, very
broad forehead, eyes black and open, horns graceful, smooth,
and black, hairy ears, straight jaws, very large dewlap and
tail, and moderate hoofs and legs.” Virgil discourses at
some length on the breeding of both horses and cattle,
remarking that “if any one, fond of the prize at the Olym-
pic games, breeds horses, or if any one breeds stout bul-
locks for the plough, he chiefly attends to the make of the
mother, who ought to be large in all her parts.” In Dry-
den’s Virgil (Georgics, Book IIL) we come across this
piece of sound advice amongst directions for the manage-
ment of cattle :—
¢ Distinguish all betimes with Lranding fire,
To note the tribe, the lineage, and the sire ;
Whom to reserve for husband of the herd ;
Or who shall be to sacrifice preferred ;
Or whom thou shalt to turn thy glebe allow,
To smooth the furrows, and sustain the plough :
The rest, for whom no lot is yet decreed,
May run in pastures and at pleasure feed.’
Darwin says he has found that the degree of care—the
selection and isolation—necessary to perpetuate peculiar-
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ities in races of stock “has sometimes been taken even in
little-civilised districts, where we should least have ex-
pected it, as in the case of the niata, chivo, and hornless
cattle in South America.” These facts indicate that in the
earliest historic times selection in the breeding of cattle
had been practised with considerable skill. Along with
other known circumstances, they also seem to justify the
conclusion that almost ever since cattle were thoroughly
domesticated and fitted for the uses of mau, they have
been submitted to some kind of selection, perhaps in
remote ages more rude than skilled, but still sufficient to
stamp with permanency such an exceptional character as
the absence of horns.

Polled varieties of cattle have been more widely spread
than is generally supposed. No traces have been dis-
covered of the existence of any polled cattle prior to the
historic era—although, as we have already remarked, an
occasional hornless animal may even then have appeared.
Then, as far as we are aware, no reference to polled cattle
is made by any of the early writers excepting Herodotus,
who describes the domestic cattle of the Scythians as hav-
ing been hornless. But passing to more recent times, say
within the past two hundred years, we gather from suffi-
ciently reliable evidence that, in the British Tsles and
elsewhere, a great many varieties of polled cattle have
existed. A number of these varieties have disappeared, but
several still survive. It is known that on the estate of
Prince Leichtenstein in Austria a herd of red polled cattle
has been in existence from time immemorial; and we are
told by Darwin that in Paraguay in South America a
variety of hornless cattle originated little more than a
hundred years ago. The latter case Darwin, in his com-
munication to us, mentions as the only instance he had
ever come across in which the origin and formation of a
polled race were fully known. In his work on ‘ Animals
and Plants under Domestication,’ he states (and he takes

B
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his information from Azara, the author of ¢ Des Quadrupeds
du Paraguay’), that amongst a horned race a polled bull
had been born in 1770, and that, having been preserved,
the animal founded a hornless breed. There are also
polled cattle in Norway ; while Dr Uno von Troil, writing
in 1772, says Iceland is “ well provided with cattle which
are generally without horns.”

It is not necessary to state all that is known regarding
the many varieties of polled cattle that have at one time
or other existed in the British Isles. It will suffice to
mention where the more important have been found.
Several of the herds of semi-wild cattle which existed in
the parks around the seats of country gentlemen in Eng-
land and Scotland early in the present century, but which
have now, with two or three exceptions, wholly disappeared,
were destitute of horns. At Somerford Park, in Cheshire,
England, there has existed from time immemorial a pure
herd of white polled cattle. Writing of this herd in 1875,
the late Rev. John Storer said it then numbered twenty
head; that it was of great though unknown antiquity,
having been at Somerford Park for several hundred years ;
that it had undoubtedly been at first derived from the
wild herds of South Lancashire ; and that it had been long
domesticated, but was probably the best representative
extant of the hornless and tame variety of the original
wild white breed. The semi-wild herd “of unknown
origin but great antiquity ” which was formerly kept at
Wollaton Hall, Nottinghamshire, England, becoming ex-
tinct nearly sixty years ago, was without horns; as also
were a similar herd at Whalley Abbey, Lancashire, which
is said to have been transferred to Gisburne Park, York-
shire, where it remained till about twenty-five or thirty
years ago; and another at Middleton Hall, Lancashire.
Dr Charles Leigh, in his work on the ‘ Natural History of
Lancashire and the Peak of Derbyshire,” published in 1700,
mentions the Middleton Hall herd, and presumes that the
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cattle had first been brought there from the Highlands of
Scotland, although he does not state the grounds upon
which that assumption was based. According to Mr
Storer, this herd was in 1765 transferred to Gunton Park
in Norfolk, where it existed till some thirty-five or forty
years ago, having thrown off several branches which are
still represented by polled herds, at Blinkling, Woodbast-
wick, Brooke Hall, and other places in Norfolk.

In other districts in England there would seem to have
been races of polled cattle which have long ago disappeared.
Youatt, writing nearly fifty years ago, says, “ The Devon-
shire nats, or polled cattle, now rapidly decreasing in
number, possess the general figure and most of the good
qualities of the horned beasts of the district;” while, in
reference to the “ Northern or Yorkshire polled cattle,” or
“Yorkshire polls,” he says, they “are almost as large as
the horned beasts of that county, and as good for graz-
ing and for the pail. - Many breeders pay particular atten-
tion to the shape of the head of these polled cattle, and to
a certain exfent also in the horned ones.”

Passing into Scotland, we have several extinet as well
as two living races of polled cattle to note. The herd
of wild white cattle which existed at Ardrossan Park,
Ayrshire, for centuries, and became extinct about 1820, is
described as having been originally horned, but latterly
polled. Then it is clearly established that the Duke of
Hamilton’s celebrated herd of semi-wild cattle, which has
existed at Cadzow Park, Lanarkshire, from the remotest
antiquity, although now horned, was formerly polled.
This latter curious and significant circumstance is authen-
ticated by the facts, that there is in preservation the
skeleton of a Cadzow ox showing the animal to have been
hornless, and that at the show of the Highland and
Agricultural Society of Scotland at Glasgow in 1844, two
polled specimens of the Cadzow herd were exhibited.

From a very peculiar source we have interesting testi-
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mony of the existence of polled cattle in the Western High-
lands of Scotland more than a hundred years ago. Dr
Samuel Johnson, in his published account of the journey
which he and Boswell, his faithful follower, made through
the Western Islands of Scotland in 1773, says: “The cattle
of Skye are not so small as is commonly believed. Since
they have sent their beeves in great numbers to southern
markets, they have probably taken more care of their
breed. Of their black cattle, some are without horns,
called by the Scots Ahumble cows, as we call a bee humble
that wants a sting. Whether this difference be specific or
accidental, though we inquired with great diligence, we
could not be informed. We are not very sure that the
bull is ever without horns, though we have been told that
such bulls there are. What is produced by putting a
horned and unhorned male and female together no man
has ever tried that thought the result worthy of observa-
tion.”  When or how the polled cattle of Skye became
extinet, we unfortunately know nothing, for the earlier
writers on agricultural matters in the north of Scotland,
as elsewhere, describe cattle so generally, that any refer-
ence to such points as horns is very rare.

Pennant has left us interesting notes on his tours in
Scotland during the years 1769, 1772, and 1773, but only
in a few isolated cases does he give a minute description of
the cattle he had seen. He travelled through Sutherland-
shire in 1769, and he tells us that it is “a country abound-
ing in cattle, and sends out annually 2500 head, which
sold at this time [August 1769] (lean).at from £2, 10s. to
£3 per head. They are very frequently without horns,
and both they and the horses are very small.” Of the
Sutherlandshire polled cattle we have also lost all trace.
In other parts of Scotland, polled strains which are now
extinet would seem to have existed in former times, bus
we have mentioned the more important varieties known
to us.
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It is well known that, although the native breeds of
Ireland are now horned, there was at one time a polled
race in that country. The most interesting and valu-
able testimony of this fact is the following extract from
a review of a work on agriculture which appeared in
the ‘Irish Farmers’ Gazette’ in August 1847. The re-
viewer says: “A relative of our own, deceased a few
years ago at the age of 114, had polled cattle in Ireland,
and stated that the same breed had been in possession of
his great-grandfather over 200 years before our informant
was born. These cattle were chiefly black, and black and
white on the back; occasionally red, and brindled with
white stripes; in some cases all white but the ears, which
were red; and he believed there was never any inter-
mixture of English or Scotch blood amongst them for the
period he alluded to. They possessed the characters of
being- great milkers and good butter-producers.”

At the present time three distinet and well-defined
breeds of polled cattle exist in the United Kingdom.
Two, the Aberdeen or Angus, and the Galloway breeds,
have their headquarters in Scotland; and the third, the
Norfolk and Suffolk, in England. The first forms the
subject proper of this volume. As to the others, a few
sentences here may be of interest. There is hardly any
doubt that the polled Galloway cattle are the direct but
modified descendants of the horned race that formerly
occupied the old Galloway district, which comprised an
extensive tract of valuable grazing-land in the south-west
of Scotland. According to Youatt, the “ greater part” of
the Galloway cattle were horned—some had medium horns
and some were polled—about the middle of the eighteenth
century ; while Dr Bryce Johnstone, in his view of the
agriculture of Dumfries, written in 1794, George Culley
(who died in 1813 in his 79th year), in his works on live
stock, and Aiton, Smith, and Singer, in their views of the
agriculture of Ayrshire, Galloway, and Dumfriesshire, pub-



22 ORIGIN OF POLLED RACES OF CATTLE.

lished towards the end of the first decade of the nineteenth
century, all testify that, at the time they wrote, the ma-
jority of the cattle in these districts were hornless. The
Rev. Mr Gillespie, editor of the ¢ Galloway Herd Book,’
says: “I think there can be very little doubt but that
the Galloway and the West Highland breeds of cattle
have sprung from the same parent stock at a very remote
date. There is a close resemblance, even at the present
day, between a well-bred polled Galloway and a West
Highlander ménus the horns. Indeed the similarity is so
great, that when we bear in mind the fact that previous
to the close of the eighteenth century almost all the
Galloways were horned, it is easy to understand how any
difference between the two types of animals may have
been produced by the different circumstances in which
they have long been placed, and the different treatment
to which they have been subjected.”

These and other considerations support the conclusion
that the polled Galloway cattle had originated in the
manner already set forth as the most likely source of horn-
less cattle—i.c.,, by the sudden appearance of one or more
animals without horns, and the preservation of the new
feature through selection in breeding. At what time the
first hornless animals may have appeared in Galloway we
cannot presume to say. We know from Youatt that about
1750 “only some of them were polled,” and from the
several other writers named, that fifty or sixty years there-
after only a “very few” had horns. We may thus infer
that the absence of horns had been fayoured by the Gal-
loway farmers, and that they had so managed their herds
as to ultimately “breed out” the horned strains. Indeed
we know, from authentic sources, that the farmers of
Galloway had strong inducement from exterior quarters
to cultivate and extend their polled herds. Shortly after
the union of England and Scotland in 1707, there arose
an active trade in cattle between the two countries; and
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in the exportation of lean cattle from Scotland to Eng-
land, Galloway participated to a large extent. By the end
of last century as many as 20,000 head of cattle were
annually sent from Galloway to England—chiefly to Nor-
folk—to be fattened there for the southern markets. It
is stated that the English buyers preferred the hornless
cattle; and no doubt, this fact had induced the enterprising
Galloway farmers—who had been taking advantage of the
new outlet for the produce of their herds—to strive more
anxiously than ever to get rid of the horns and to enlarge
the ranks of their polled stocks. About twenty-five or
thirty years ago, mainly through the encroachments of
those excellent dairy cattle, the Ayrshires, and the chang-
ing of grazing-lands into tillage farms, the Galloway polled
breed became greatly reduced in numbers. Indeed had not
some enterprising gentlemen, who knew well the value of
the race, taken active steps in the matter, it might have soon
become extinct. Since the commencement of the ¢ Polled
Herd Book’ in 1862, the breed has regained much of the
popularity it worthily enjoyed in bygone days. It is now
reared extensively, and with much success, in Dumfries-
shire, Kirkcudbrightshire, and elsewhere. In general ap-
pearance the Galloway resembles the polled Aberdeen or
Angus breed, although we believe the one to be almost, if
not indeed quite, as far removed from the other in kin-
ship as from any of the other British breeds. The Gal-
loways are handsomely formed, all black in colour, slightly
ranker and coarser in the hair, rather thicker and stiffer
in the skin, and also somewhat slower in maturing than
the polled Aberdeen or Angus cattle. They are, however,
justly celebrated as graziers, and are well deserving of the
increased and growing attention now being bestowed upon
them. They are noted for remarkable fixity of type.

The origin- of the Norfolk and Suffolk polled breed has
been the subject of considerable discussion. By some it
is regarded as indigenous to the district it now occupies.
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Others believe that it had sprung from Galloway polled
cattle introduced in the last century, probably soon after
the union of England and Scotland, when, as has already
been stated, a large number of cattle were driven every
year from Galloway and elsewhere in the south of Scot-
land into Norfolk and other parts of England. Youatt
in particular adopted the latter notion as to the origin
of the breed. He says that the polled cattle which he
found in both Norfolk and Suffolk (about 1832 to 1835),
and which are recognised as one breed, had “ undoubtedly
sprung from the Galloway.” It has been stated that in
1765 a herd of semi-wild polled cattle was introduced
to Gunton Park, Norfolk, from Lancashire. These wild
cattle became domesticated in Norfolk ; and it is believed
by some that they also have had a share in the build-
ing up of the improved Norfolk and Suffolk polls. In
a volume published a few years ago at ‘ The Field’ Office,
London, Mr John Coleman—the editor of the work, who
is himself a Norfolk man, and one of the best living
authorities upon the subject—in his article on this breed,
admits the probability of the Galloway polls being in the
main its progenitors, but claims part of the credit to an
“old native race.” He says: “ From a very early period
large numbers of polled Galloway cattle were brought
into the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk. There can be
little doubt that these were crossed with one or other
(probably both) of the native races, and that thus the
present breed of Norfolk and Suffolk red polled cattle
was called into existence.” The characteristic colour of
this breed is a deep blood-red. Formerly, according to
Youatt, some were black, some red mixed with white, and
some black mixed with white, all having a “golden circle
about the eye.” In recentyears the breed has been greatly
improved, and it now ranks creditably among English
cattle.



CHAPTER I1IL

ORIGIN AND EARLY HISTORY OF THE POLLED ABERDEEN
OR ANGUS CATTLE.

Scotch domestic cattle derived from aboriginal wild breed—All one variety
—Differing according to conditions of life—Origin of polled Aberdeen
or Angus breed—Natives of their present home—Loss of horns—
When ?—Probably centuries ago—DPolled cattle in Angus in 1752, in
1757, in 1797, and in 1813—Youatt on Angus polled cattle—Polled
Galloways in Angus—Polled cattle in Aberdeenshire in last century—
Keith and Williamson on Aberdeenshire cattle—Youatt on ditto—
¢ Native low country’ and ‘‘Buchan humlies” the same breed—
Letter from Mr Macpherson, Huntly, in 1832—Polled Galloway cattle
in Aberdeenshire—Early polled breeders in Aberdeenshire—Improved
breed direct descendants of Angus doddies and Buchan humlies—The
latter two same variety—Loss of horns.

‘WE have already indicated that, among naturalists and
other persons of distinction, there has been much dis-
cussion upon points connected with the origin of
domestic British cattle. It has been disputed whether
they should be regarded as the degenerate descendants
of the great wrus, the magnified progeny of the slender
longifrons, or the composite product of these two.
There has also been discussion as to whether they have
been derived solely from the aboriginal wild cattle of
ancient Britain, or partly from these and partly from
domesticated cattle introduced from the continent of
Europe. There would seem to be strong reason to believe
that the latter idea may be applied correctly to several of

.
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the English breeds. With the more truly Scotch races,
however, the case is different. It is hardly possible, we
think, for any one who has become acquainted with the
early history of the country, and with the works and cir-
cumstances bearing upon the origin and domestication of
British farm stock, to avoid arriving at the conclusion that
the foreign element could have had but very little to do
with the formation of the existing races of Scotch cattle.
At present four distinct breeds have their headquarters
in Scotland—namely, the Ayrshire, the polled Galloway,
the polled Aberdeen or Angus, and the Highland or horned
breed. The first—a valuable dairy breed—has undoubtedly
been to a large extent, if not wholly, derived from the in-
troduction of foreign cattle, probably either of the Alderney
or Holderness races. The other three are in the fullest
sense of the term native Scotch cattle. It is right, we
think, to regard them as the true lineal descendants of
those wild aboriginal cattle that roamed through the for-
ests and marshes of ancient Caledonia. Whether those
wild aboriginal Scotch cattle, from which the existing races
were derived, were of the wrus or the longifrons type we
need not, perhaps could not, determine. It is at any rate
tolerably clear that they had all been of one variety. No
one, we imagine, who investigates the subject fully and
impartially, can escape the conviction that the three exist-
ing breeds of pure Scotch cattle had all originally been of
one type, had all sprung from one common source. Differ-
ing in minor points in accordance with the variances in
the climate and other conditions under which they had
been reared, they would still seem to have been so nearly
alike in all the chief characteristics which distinguish
races from each other, that they ought to be viewed as
belonging to one large well-defined group or type. Even
yet, after having passed through long ages of widely differ-
ent treatment, they present such strong similarities as
afford substantial proof of their reputed common origin
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and close affinity. Those marked distinctions which they
have come to display are, with the exception of that
striking peculiarity, the want of horns (which shall pres-
ently be dealt with), exactly such as might be cal-
culated to arise from the variations in their respective
conditions of life, more particularly from the divergencies
in the mode of treatment to which their owners have
subjected them for many generations, nay, even for cen-
turies. The truth of this statement will receive verifica-
tion when, in dealing with the characteristics of the polled
Aberdeen or Angus breed, we come to compare the sleeky
polls which have been reared on the highly cultivated
arable farms of the cold, dry north-east, with the more
shaggy hornless cattle which have been produced on the
soft natural pastures of Galloway, where the rainfall is
much greater, and the cold less intense. Then a glance
at the distinctions between the small “skranky ” native
horned cattle of the bleak, stormy, northern heights, and
the massive, handsome Highlanders that occupy the lower,
softer, greener, and better sheltered regions of the west,
supplies equally forcible testimony of a similar kind.

In the foregoing digression we have indicated very
briefly the grounds upon which we assign to all varieties
of true Scotch domestic cattle (some years ago grouped
into three distinct breeds) one common origin in the
aboriginal wild horned cattle of ancient Caledonia. We
have now to trace the source and early history of the
Aberdeen or Angus polled breed. It follows from what
has been stated that we regard this beautiful race as a
direct branch of the aboriginal horned cattle of Scotland
thrown off by those sudden, “proper,” “spontaneous,” or
“accidental ” “organic changes” referred to in the preced-
ing chapter. 'We go further, and say that the breed is
indigenous to the very districts which still form its head-
quarters, the north-eastern counties of Scotland, with
Forfar and Aberdeen as chief centres. There we believe
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it to have originated, and there it has been brought out
as one of the most handsome and most valuable of living
varieties of cattle.

It would seem that in the ancient horned domestic
cattle of Scotland there had been a tendency to those
“spontaneous variations” that result in the loss of horms.
We have seen that throughout the country numerous
hornless varieties have appeared from time to time, most
of them in such localities and under such circumstances
as preclude the idea of their all having sprung from one
offshoot, and force the conclusion that each represented
a fresh departure or distinct “sudden organic change.”
‘We have learned from Johnson and Pennant that about
a century ago there were hornless cattle in the Isle of
Skye and in the county of Sutherland. Of these all
traces have been lost. Youatt has told us that about
the middle of the eighteenth century there were “some”
polled cattle in the old district of Galloway. These, it
has been seen, have developed into an important and
well-established breed bearing the name of its native
district. A mass of evidence has made us aware that,
late in the last century and early in the present, polled
cattle were pretty well diffused over certain parts of the
north-east corner of Scotland. From these have come in
direct descent the famous breed whose history and char-
acteristics we have set ourselves to trace.

As to the precise date or period at which those sudden
organic changes which have given us the Aberdeen or
Angus polled breed may have occurred, we are left with-
out any ray of light. It has been lost in the mists which
envelop the darkened agricultural era ending with the
last century. From negative evidence we conclude that
the loss of horns must have occurred more than a hundred
years ago. Beyond that the subject rests mainly on con-
Jjecture.

A careful investigation of all known works and circum-
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stances relating to the matter has led us to believe that,
towards the end of the last century and beginning of the
present, the higher parts of that section of the north-east
of Scotland comprising the counties of Forfar, Kincardine,
Aberdeen, and Banff had been occupied by a horned race
of cattle, and the lower districts partly, perhaps mainly,
by the same race, and in part also by a polled variety.
In arriving at that conclusion, we have to some extent
been influenced by ecircumstantial as well as by direct
evidence. We have already noticed the perplexing ab-
sence of precise descriptions of cattle in the earlier works
relating to the agriculture of the north, as well as of other
parts of the country. In several of the earlier books
dealing with rural matters in the north-east of Scotland,
reference is made to the varieties of cattle which then
existed; but, as a rule, they are simply described as
having been large or small, as useful and docile, or as
wild but handsome. In none of these publications do
we find what could be called a complete and minute
sketch of the animals referred to. It is thus found that
the identification of some of the varieties spoken of by
writers whose works appeared towards the close of the
last century or the beginning of the present is a matter
of considerable difficulty.

The breed takes one of its sub-titles from the old dis-
trict of Angus, now mainly comprised in the county of
Forfar. It is proved that there have been polled cattle
in that district for a very long period of time. In a
pamphlet issued in March 1882, Mr James C. Lyell,
Monifieth House, Forfarshire, says: “That a breed of
hornless cattle existed in Strathmore [a strath which
runs through Forfarshire] in very early times, is attempted
to be proved from one of the ancient sculptured stones of
Meigle, which is figured on Plate LXXVII. of the Spalding
Club’s “ Sculptured Stones of Scotland.” This stone is now
in the old schoolhouse of Meigle, which has been set apart
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as a wuseum for the preservation of these wonderful relics
of prehistoric times. After examining it carefully, I am
not satisfied that the two cattle depicted on it represent
hornless animals. Judging from the engraving alone, I
believed that the cattle represented were polls; but the
artist has not adhered strictly to particulars in his draw-
ing, as any one may see who compares it with the stone.
In the same volume there are other representations of
cattle, apparently polled, but I have not had an oppor-
tunity of comparing the drawings with the originals.”

The same writer states that in an old MS. account-book
belonging to Mr. G. B. Simpson, Broughty-Ferry, Dundee,
commenced in 1683 by Mr Grahame of Balmuir, Kincal-
drum, Dryborough, Duntrune, Powrie, and Meathie, the
following among many other entries of cattle transactions
oceur: “ Account of oxn bought June 9th, 1752.— To
one humble oax from James Cramond, at 30 [pound Scots,
value 1s. 8d. sterling]; to for 5 oxn at Monifith, at 34,
170; to 3 at Forfar, at 28, 84; to a branded oax, at 37;
to a coy at Monifith, at 22; to ane oax at Methie, at 50;
to ane oax at Methie, at 36.” A little further on this
entry is found: “June 14th, 1757—bought at Tealing
roup, a two-year-old quach doded, at 26, 12; a yellow
qugh, one-year-old, at 21, 6; a black D, one-year-old, at
17,16 ; a yelow stot, one-year-old, 22, 6 ; a black quach
calf, at 12, 8; a yelow stot calf, at 17, 6.” Another entry
in 1757 gives a list of the stock then on Balmuir: “ 10
oxen in the plew; 6 hors and 2 stags (staigs); 2 dodeds;
4 at calf-time ; 4 three-year-olds; 2 year-old stots; 3 three-
year-old quaes; 5 year-old quaes; 2 calf stots; a cow.”
Mr Lyell, who has evidently examined carefully Ochter-
lony’s description of Angus in 1684-85, as well as other
early records of rural matters in Angus, says “the humble
ox from James Cramond is the first mention of a polled
beast” he had discovered. He seems, however, to think
it probable that the “excellent breeds” which, according
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to Ochterlony, were kept two hundred years ago by the
“ Barles of Strathmore, Southesk, Panmure, and Edzell,
Pourie, Balnamoone,” may have been “polled or dodded.”

The first printed reference we have found to polled cattle
in Angus occurs in the Old Statistical Account of the par-
ish of Bendochy, near Coupar-Angus, and on the border of
Forfarshire. The Rev. James Playfair, the writer of the
account of this parish, dated 1797, says: “ There are 1229
horned-cattle, of all ages and sexes, in the parish. I have
no other name to them; but many of them are dodded,
wanting horns.” These two sentences are exceedingly in-
teresting and suggestive. In early times, the word cattle
included both the ox and the horse; and it would seem
that, to distinguish the former from the latter, the terms
“black cattle ” and “ horned cattle” had been commonly em-
ployed. Itis evident, from Mr Playfair's remarks, that even
so late as the end of last century, the term “horned cattle ”
had not been limited to its literal meaning, but had com-
prehended all varieties of the ox. There is little doubt
that, had he not been of a more discriminating turn of
mind than many early writers on agricultural matters,
and in particular than most of his brethren who contri-
buted to Sir John Sinclair’s ¢ Statistical Account of Scot-
land,—in fact, had he not been a skilful naturalist, as well
as a minister of the Church, he would have left us with-
out the simple but significant explanation that, although
he had no other name but “horned cattle” to give the
cattle of Bendochy, yet “ many of them are dodded, want-
ing horns.” 1In all probability, the loose application of
such distinctions as &lack and horned, just indicated, is
largely to blame for the puzzling ambiguity which many
of the early writers have thrown around most of the vari-
eties of cattle they pretended to describe. The statement of
Mr Playfair, however, in conjunction with the quotations
produced from Mr Lyell’s pamphlet, would seem to be
sufficient to justify the belief that, during the closing de-
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cades of the eighteenth century, there had been through-
out Angus a considerable proportion of polled cattle. This
idea is further supported by the following quotation from
the ¢ General View of the Agriculture of Angus,’ published
in 1813: « With regard to the permanent stock, they are
of various breeds, and differ very much from each other in
shape and quality. Little attention is paid to the selection
of the males or females by whom the breed is propagated ;
and no pains have been taken to elicit a breed distinguished
by any peculiar properties, either as a good milking or a
good fattening breed. A great proportion of the perma-
nent stock are humlies—that is, they have no horns; and
in this particular they seem allied to the Galloway breed.”

Youatt’s account of the origin of the polled cattle of
Angus is strangely contradictory. In his well-known
work on ¢ Cattle, their Breeds and Management,’ published
about 1835, he says: “ There have always been some polled
cattle in Angus ; the country-people call them humlies, or
dodded cattle. Their origin is so remote, that no account
of their introduction into this county can be obtained from
the oldest farmers or breeders. The attention of some
enterprising agriculturists appears to have first been di-
rected to them about sixty years ago [that would be about
1775], and particularly on the eastern coast and on the
borders of Kincardineshire.” Having described the char-
acteristics of the breed, and noted in particular the opera-
tions of the late Mr Hugh Watson of Keillor, Youatt remarks
that the Angus cattle “are not quite equal to their ances-
tors, the Galloways, in quickness of feeding and fineness of
grain,” and adds, that “in many places the Angus cattle
have gradually given way to the old occupiers of the land,
the Galloways.” The inconsistency between these state-
ments is very striking, and detracts greatly from the
value of Youatt’s evidence. In support of the suggestion
which has sometimes been made, by others as well as
Youatt, that the Galloways had been the auncestors of
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the polled cattle of Angus, there is absolutely no proof
whatever.

About 1792, or soon after, some Galloway bulls were
introduced into Forfarshire by Lord Panmure—the first
importation of the kind of which we have any record
—and although, as expressed by Mr Bowie, Mains of Kelly,
the Galloway cross added to the “dodded ranks,” it was
not satisfactory in its results, and was consequently aban-
doned. It has been shown that, nearly half a century before
Lord Panmure’s introduction of Galloway bulls, there were
polled cattle in Angus, and that, in 1797, “ many ” of the
cattle in the parish of Bendochy, at the extreme corner of
Angus, from Lord Panmure’s estates, were “ dodded, want-
ing horns.” These, and the other considerations previously
submitted, have impelled us to set aside Youatt’s second
statement as to the origin of the Angus doddies, and to
accept the conclusion that they are, as already stated,
indigenous to the district; and that the peculiarity
of no horns having suddenly appeared at some remote
period, has attained the fixity it now displays through long-
sustained selection in breeding.

A variety of polled cattle has also existed in the county
of Aberdeen from time immemorial. The breed, now scat-
tered all over the county, formerly had its headquarters
in the Buchan district, which originally embraced the
lower parts between the river Don and the river Dev-
eron. It is stated by Keith, in his ‘Diocese of Aber-
deen,’ published in 1730, that the Thanedom of Buchan
“1s so called because abounding of old in pasture, paying
its rents in cattle—for the word in Irish signifies cow-
tribute.”t In all the early works dealing with the agricul-
ture of Aberdeenshire, the cattle of Buchan are referred to
as a distinet and useful breed; but in no book or record
of any kind written before the present century have we

1 By others the name Buchan is said to be derived from the Gaelic
words ‘‘ Bo,” meaning an ox, and ‘‘caen,” the head.

C
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found it stated whether they were polled or horned. We
however possess evidence which proves not only that very
early in the present century a polled variety of cattle pre-
vailed over the lower parts of Buchan, but also that, at
different places in the county of Aberdeen, hornless cattle
had been bred, even during the eighteenth century, and
that too with some degree of care and skill. It cannot be
doubted that the polled breed, which is well known to have
been the prevailing breed in Buchan about the opening of
the present century, was the direct continuation of those
famous old Buchan cattle which are spoken of as a valu-
able “native ” race in early works; and in view of the fact
that the absence of horns was a dominant characteristic
seventy or eighty years ago, we can hardly be wrong in
concluding that, far back into the eighteenth century, if
not indeed much earlier, there had been polled cattle in
Buchan. 3

Dr Skene Keith, in his ¢ Agricultural Survey of Aber-
deenshire, published in 1811, states that this county
then raised “a greater number and value of black cattle
than perhaps any other in Scotland.” He dwells at some
length upon the circumstances connected with the earlier
attempts to improve the native cattle of Aberdeenshire,
and presents a table giving “ a general view of the different
breeds of black cattle in the county of Aberdeen,” at the
time he wrote. In this table four varieties are enumer-
ated, as follows: (1.) Largest English or foreign breed ;
(2.) Largest Scotch or Fifeshire, mixed with native; (3.)
Native and unmixed lowland or Aberdeenshire; and (4.)
Native and unmixed or Highland breed. But while he
thus classifies the different varieties, and also gives much
interesting information as to their respective working, fat-
tening, grazing, and milking properties, he produces a most
imperfect representation of their genéral appearance. He
tells us nothing either as to their form or colour (the term
“black cattle,” as already stated, was at one time applied
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to all domestic varieties of the ox), nor does he say whether
any or all were horned or hornless. He submitted his
“general view ” of the breeds for correction to Mr George
Williamson, farmer, St John’s Wells, Fyvie, Aberdeen-
shire, who was then “the principal cattle-dealer in the
north of Scotland,” and who, with his two brothers, James
and Robert, generally sold “about 8000 cattle yearly in
the markets of England and of the south of Scotland, of
which two-thirds are raised in this county.,” The Messrs
‘Williamson approved of the table, and supplied Dr Keith
with a great deal of information regarding the cattle trade.
They stated that “they decidedly prefer the true native
breed, unmixed, and raised by good keeping, to the mix-
ture of the Falkland or Fifeshire breed with that of this
county, and consider both these to be much superior to
the English or to any foreign breeds. . . . They consider
the small Highland cattle, which are generally bought by
inferior dealers, as foo restless and impatient for feeding
well.  They prefer the native low-country breed to the
larger ones, as they are most easily maintained, more hardy
in work, have flesh of the finest grain, and pay better in
proportion to the goodness of their keep.”

It should be noted that the testimony of the “Stately
Williamsons ” (as they were familiarly called) carries
with it the very highest anthority. Besides being largely
engaged in cattle-dealing, they also farmed extensively.
Dr Keith says: “They rent about 2000 Scotch acres of
land, besides £500 of grass rent, within the county. They
have at present [1810] about 200 acres of turnips em-
ployed in feeding as many black cattle and in rearing 400
cattle or winterers.” Mr George Williamson in particular
was a man of great worth and enterprise. Over his grave
in the churchyard of Fyvie, Aberdeenshire, there is a
monument bearing the following inscription: ¢ George
Williamson, late in St John’s Wells, died 17th April 1823,
aged 75, on whose remains this monument was erected by
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the Aberdeenshire Agricultural Association, as a mark of
respect for his upright and honourable conduct in private
and public life, and in testimony of the great benefit de-
rived by the county of Aberdeen from his meritorious
exertions as an eminent cattle-dealer for upwards of fifty
years.” George Williamson had commenced dealing in
cattle about 1770. It thus becomes evident that long
before the advent of the present century, there had been
a distinct native breed in the lower parts of Aberdeen-
shire, possessed not only of such well-defined features as
to mark it out as a separate breed, but also of such excel-
lent properties as that the most extensive and most ex-
perienced cattle-dealer and farmer of the day regarded it
as superior to all the other varieties which then existed
in the county. It would seem that the Williamsons had
taken special care to impress upon Dr Keith their «de-
cided ” preference for the native low country breed in its
purest form. It was the “¢rue native breed wunmized ”—
the native low country breed—which they so unhesitat-
ingly placed above the others.

Youatt, in his work on cattle, brought out about 1835,
gives a great deal of information regarding the different
varieties of cattle then existing in Aberdeenshire. Like
Dr XKeith, he divides them into four classes—namely,
“the native unmixed Highland” horned breed, “which
he found towards the interior and on the hills;” the
crosses between the native and Fifeshire and other races
(which came to be known as the Aberdeenshire horned
breed) ; -another “ variety consisting of all the pure breeds
from the north of England and the south of Scotland;”
and the “polled cattle of Buchan.” Regarding the last,
he says: “Besides these [the other three classes mentioned
above] there is a breed of polled cattle, said by some to
be different from the Galloways, and to have existed from
time immemorial. Others, however, with greater reason,
consider them as the Galloways introduced about thirty



YOUATT ON BUCHAN HUMLIES, 37

years ago, and somewhat changed by change of climate
and soil. They are of a larger size than the horned,
although not so handsome. Of late they have been much
improved by careful selection from the best of their own
stock, and are becoming more numerous. In some dis-
tricts they are equal to or are superseding the horned
breed. They usually equal in weight the larger varieties
of the horned breed, but the quality of their meat is said
to be inferior. As they are, in a measure, occupying the
situation of the larger horned cattle, these, in their turn,
are intruding on the cattle of the hill country.” Youatt
quotes from Mr R. Gray, who, writing in reference to the
Buchan cattle in the ¢Quarterly Journal of Agriculture,
says: “The best sort used to be polled, and some of them
that do not begin to have Ayrshire blood in them are so
still, and are of a dark or brown colour. The breed of
cattle in Buchan is peculiar to that part of the country.”
Youatt would seem to have favoured the idea that the
polled cattle which he found existing in Buchan—i.c., the
lower parts of Aberdeenshire—at the time he collected his
information—between 1832 and 1835—were not- really
“native cattle,” but “Galloways introduced about thirty
years ago.” We have been unable to discover any evi-
dence in support of this suggestion, and we possess such
strong testimony in opposition that we are compelled to
regard it as erroneous. Dr Keith has told us that in 1811
there were four distinct classes of cattle in the county—
namely, (1.) “ English or foreign breeds;” (2.) “Scotch or
Fifeshire, mixed with native;” (3.) “Native and unmixed
lowland or Aberdeenshire;” (4.) “Native and unmixed or
Highland breed.” Some twenty or twenty-four years later,
Youatt found the first, second, and fourth varieties still in
the county. The native unmixed Highland breed, he
says, existed “towards the interior and on the hills,” but
he makes no mention of the native unmixed low country
breed. In its place in the lowlands, where it was left by
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Dr Keith in 1811, Youatt finds “a breed of polled cattle ;”
and in our opinion the latter ought to be regarded as the
direct continuation of the former. In other words, we
think it is manifest that the “native low country breed”
which Youatt found there some twenty or twenty-four
years later, really belonged to the same race,—the one, in
fact, being the direct lineal descendants of the other. If
this were not the case, then we would be shut up to the
belief that in the interval between the times when Keith
and Youatt collected the information for their respective
works, the “native low country breed” had entirely dis-
appeared—an occurrence that we imagine could scarcely
have happened. It is extremely improbable that a
“native ” race possessing such valuable properties as the
Williamsons assigned to the “native low country breed ”
should be so utterly neglected and abused, as to drive it
out of existence in the short period of twenty years. Of
all the varieties in Aberdeenshire in 1811 it would appear
to have been decidedly the best; and on that account we
should rather expect it to have been preserved with even
more than usual care. The Buchan humlies, spoken of by
Youatt, form the only link through which its continuity
could possibly be established ; and to us it seems manifest
that these Buchan humlies have really come in direct
descent from the valuable native unmixed lowland breed
so highly prized by George Williamson and his brothers.
In support of these conclusions we have still further
evidence. Youatt, when collecting material for his work
on cattle, applied to the late Duke of.Gordon for informa-
tion regarding the stock of cattle on and around his Grace’s
estates. At the desire of his Grace, the late Mr A. Mac-
pherson, then factor on the Gordon estates in the Huntly
district, sent to Youatt a communication on the subject.
For some unknown reason, only a portion of the informa-
tion supplied by Mr Macpherson was made use of ; but
through the kindness of his grandson, Mr Andrew Mac-
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pherson, solicitor, Huntly, we are enabled to produce
the communication in full Mr Macpherson entered the
farm of Gibston in 1803, and his letter to Youatt was
written from Huntly on 28th September 1832, when he
was sixty-three years of age. It proceeds as follows :—

“ The county of Banff and the adjoining counties of Aber-
deen and Moray may all be regarded as one district for the
present purpose. In the Buchan quarter of Aberdeenshire a
variety of the polled cattle ig the principal breed; but over
all the rest of the district, that which is generally termed the
Aberdeenshire horned is the ancient, and is still the prepon-
derating stock. It is well known and appreciated by cattle-
dealers and graziers from the Moray Firth to Smithfield.
These two kinds have existed time out of mind in the dis-
trict, and their origin is believed to be equally obscure with
that of the other animals, wild and tame, which abound in the
land. The Galloway breed of polled cattle was introduced
into the district about thirty years since, and has increased
so much that it now forms a large portion of the heavy stock
in our markets. Several other breeds were also brought in
of late years—such as the Ayrshire, and the Teeswater Short-
horned from England; but these are hardly observable in
mass, being so few in number. Crosses are numerous be-
tween the breeds mentioned ; but these do not appear as dis-
tinct classes, being mostly joined to the parent stocks, as they
happen to resemble the one kind or the other in size, or the
article of horns. They possess, however, some of the quali-
ties of both the stocks from which they are derived. A cross
between the Argyleshire, reckoned the largest of the real
Highlanders, and the heavy-horned, has been found valuable,
and encouraged. The horned Aberdeenshire vary greatly in
gize, according to selection and keeping. In the fertile dis-
tricts of the low country, abounding with summer pasture
and winter food, they reach at full growth from fifty to seventy
stone Dutch, and have been known to feed to the weight of
fifteen and sixteen hundredweight. In the hills and barren
parts they reach from twenty to thirty stone; and between
these extremes every variety of weight abounds, depending
on the circumstances stated. The polled cattle, being kept
chiefly in the low country, do not vary so much in size as the
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horned. They generally equal the heavier classes of the
horned in that respect; but it is not considered here that
their quality is equal to that of the horned when brought to
the shambles. All cattle have greatly improved within the
last thirty or forty years, owing to the introduction of the tur-
nip husbandry, sown grasses, and the general improvements
in agriculture. The cattle of this district are well adapted
for grazing and the dairy. They are pastured in the fields in
summer, and fed with straw and turnips in winter ; sometimes
with steamed potatoes. Calves are fed with milk warm from
the cow. That is the general practice; but they are some-
times allowed to suck, and in a few instances reared partly
upon oil-cake.

“ The present Duke of Gordon has at different times within
the last thirty years brought the best selection of bulls and
cows that could be found in Galloway into the district. The
same also from Argyleshire, the Scottish isles, and the
Teeswater from Yorkshire, from which great benefit has
arisen, by their increase and mixture with the original stock
and with each other; and his Grace’s example has since
been extensively followed by agriculturists and breeders of
cattle.”

We thus have evidence of a most trustworthy kind, that
while undoubtedly the Galloway breed of polled cattle
had been introduced into Aberdeenshire about the open-
ing of the present century, and that while by the time
Youatt had commenced to collect his information the pro-
geny of this introduction had increased so much as to
form “a large portion of the heavy stock in our markets,”
there had also been a distinct “variety of the polled
cattle” forming “the principal breed” in the “Buchan
quarter of Aberdeenshire,” where it had “existed time
out of mind.” Mr Macpherson says the polled cattle were
kept chiefly in the low country; and this, together with
his other statements, supplies substantial confirmation not
only of the idea that the famous “native low country
breed ” so highly commended by George Williamson, and
the polled cattle which Youatt speaks of, were really the
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same variety, but also that the former, like the latter,
were hornless. ;

Mr Ramsay, in bis ¢ History of the Highland and Agri-
cultural Society of Scotland,” published in 1879, gives an
extract from a communication which he had received
from Mr George Stodart, “lately farmer in Culter-Cullen,
Foveran, now (January 1879) in his 97th year, and who
made his first purchase of cattle in 1801.” Mr Stodart,
who died in June 1880, says :—

“There were at the beginning of the century both polled
and horned cattle in Buchan, but the horned cattle were
mostly in the Highlands of Aberdeenshire. The horned
and polled were mixed in the low districts. The biggest
market was Aikey Fair, and there was another market,
Kepple Market, in New Machar. At Aikey Fair about
one-half were polled and one-half horned, but they were
all of the Aberdeenshire breed.”

Mr George Barclay, now farmer at Stocherie, and his
forefathers, bred Aberdeenshire cattle at Auchmill and
Yonderton, King - Edward, for more than two hundred
years, and a good many of their animals were_ polled.
The late Mr John Marr, Cairnbrogie, Tarves, commenced
to breed Buchan polled cattle early in the present century,
probably about 1810, or soon after. His son, Mr W. S.
Marr, Uppermill, one of the most extensive breeders of
Shorthorns in Aberdeenshire, favoured the authors with
a communication in reference to his father’s herd. He
says: “My father commenced to collect them before I
remember—I would suppose about sixty-five years ago.
They were not like the present polled. They had not the
same points, being more round in the quarter, short-legged,
thick, well-fleshed animals; most of them brown round
the muzzle, and many of them with a brown stripe down
the back. They were known as the Cairnbrogie breed.
There were several public sales of young bulls and heifers
at Cairnbrogie, when they realised good prices for these
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days. There were no Shorthorns in the district at that
time. For the purpose of improving their stock, my
father and the late Mr Hay, Shethin, then in the farm of
Craigies, went to Galloway about 1823 [probably two or
three years earlier] and bought the pick of that district.
I do not remember the number they bought, but I think
they would have had between 30 and 40. They were
not kept long, as they did not retain condition with the
same treatment as his own stock, and they were sold at
a public sale along with some of his own breeding. I
think Mr Hay did not keep his half of them long either.”

Mr William Stronach, Ardmeallie, Huntly, who was an
extensive breeder of cattle early in the century, states
that in 1835 he purchased a Shorthorn bull to cross with
his stock of cows, which “ consisted generally of Buchan
humel, the Aberdeen horned, or a mixture of these
breeds.”

We have already seen that Mr George Williamson, St
John’s Wells, Fyvie, had been an ardent admirer of the
“mnative low country breed.” We have expressed our
opinion that these famous native cattle were not only
the progenitors of the modern Buchan humlies, but
were themselves also polled. At any rate, there is un-
doubted testimony that Mr Williamson was a breeder of
polled cattle. The late Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour stated
that he obtained some of his earlier polled animals from
St John’s Wells. In his first catalogue, issued in 1850,
an entry reads as follows: “Matilda, an Aberdeen cow,
bred by the late Mr Williamson, St John’s Wells.”

Another of the foremost agriculturists of his day, the
late Mr Robert Walker, Wester Fintray, wasalso a breeder
of polled cattle; and his herd would seem to have been
continued by his son James, who succeeded him. Dr Skene
Keith, writing in 1810, refers to Mr Robert Walker as an
advanced farmer, and quotes the following as showing the
success he had attained as a breeder and feeder of cattle—

=
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viz., that he (Mr R. Walker) had “received £50 each for
two bullocks reared upon his farm, and killed at seven
years old ; that he received £35 each for other two only
four years old; and that he has frequently received £30
for young stots either sold to the cattle-dealer, or fed to
the butcher.” It isnot stated that these were polled cattle,
but it is proved beyond doubt that very early in the
present century Mr Walker did breed polled ecattle at
‘Wester Fintray. It is stated in the ¢ Farmer’s Magazine’
for 1846 (vol. ii.), that Mr James Walker was then one of
“the most successful breeders of black cattle in the north
of Scotland, particularly the polled Aberdeenshire breed,
for which he has acquired much and well - merited
celebrity.” .

It would appear that although it had its headquarters
in Buchan, the polled breed had even in the last century
been reared in other parts of the county. Mr William
Anderson, Wellhouse, Alford, in a communication dated
April 13, 1881, says: “ My father and uncle farmed land
in the Vale of Alford in the end of the eighteenth century,
and bred polled cattle. Sometimes the bulls were black
and sometimes brindled, but they were always polled.
My father would not have bred from a horned bull, and
he always disliked horned cattle. He and my uncle took
prizes for black polled cattle at the shows of the Vale
of Alford Agricultural Society, formed soon after 1830.”
Mr Anderson also states that there were other breeders of
polled cattle in the Alford district, such as Mr Reid,
Greystone, father of the present tenant; Mr Taylor, Well-
house, and others. Then through Mr James L. Douglass,
banker, Ballater, and others, we learn that polled cattle
had been bred very early in the present century in the
upper districts of Aberdeenshire. Mr Douglass says:
“ As to the introduction of polled cattle into the Cromar
district, I cannot assign a particular date. The late Rev.
Mr Brown, minister of Coull, who died in the end of
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1823 or beginning of 1824, had a small farm rented along
with his glebe, and had a very excellent stock of cattle,
chiefly of the polled breed; also the late Mr Harry
Lammond, of Pitmurchie, on his farm of Strathmore,
previous to his death in 1829, had polled cattle for many
years, always using a polled bull. The late Mr Robert
Douglass, farmer, Culsh, had a polled bull in 1822, while
his cows were horned, as almost all the cows in Cromar
at that date were.”

‘We have thus set forth as. briefly as possible the main
reasons which have induced us to regard the Aberdeen or
Angus polled breed not only as a direct branch of the
aboriginal cattle of Scotland, but also as indigenous to
the very districts which still form its headquarters,—the
north-eastern counties of Scotland, with Forfar and Aber-
deen as chief centres. The improved breed is derived
directly from the ancient polled cattle of Angus and
Buchan—two varieties of the same type, known in the
former as “Doddies,” and in the latter as “ Humlies.”
And we have endeavoured to show the great antiquity of
the race in its hornless form in these two districts. We
believe that originally the loss of horns had arisen from
those spontaneous variations, or accidental or proper
sudden organic changes, spoken of by Darwin, Smith, and
Low, and referred to in the preceding chapter. Nothing
has been discovered that would enable us to fix the
precise date at which these changes had occurred. It has
certainly not been within the past hundred years—pro-
bably not within the past two or-three centuries.



CHAPTER 1V.

IMPROVEMENT OF THE BREED.

Little inducement to improve cattle a hundred years ago—Beef at one
penny per pound—Rearing cattle for farm-work — Introduction of
Holderness and Fife breeds — Demand for beef — Working cattle
abandoned—Improvement of native races—Choice of polled variety as
beef cattle—Improvement of polled cattle in Angus—Operations of
Mr Hugh Watson, Lord Panmure, Earl of Southesk, Mr William
Fullerton, Messrs Mustard, Mr Bowie, and others—Improvement of
the breed in Kincardineshire—Operations of Mr Walker, Portlethen,
and others — Improvement in Aberdeenshire — The efforts of Mr
William M‘Combie of Tillyfour, and others—Introduction of Short-
horns—The crossing craze—Improvement in Banff and Moray—The
Ballindalloch and other herds—Encouragement by Agricultural So-
cieties to improvers of polled cattle—The ¢ Polled Herd Book ’—The
Polled Cattle Society.

IT would seem that in the north of Scotland little atten-
tion had been given to the improvement of cattle till after
the middle of the eighteenth century. Prior to that there
had been scarcely any inducement to bestow trouble or
expense in developing either the beef or the milk pro-
ducing properties of cattle. During the Queen Anne
wars, subsequent to the union of England and Scotland
in 1707, the farmers of the south of Scotland began to
export their surplus cattle to England. That trade con-
tinued and increased considerably, but did not until long
after extend its benefits in any substantial form to the
counties in the north and north-east. It is stated that in
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1762 the English supply of salt beef for the Navy had
proved insufficient, owing to a visitation of cattle disease
in England, and that the deficiency in that and some
succeeding years had been made up from Scotland “at
the average price of one penny per pound.”

Mr G. Robertson, in his ¢ Rural Recollections,” remarks
that in 1740 the largest ox in the county of Kincardine,
weighing from 43 to 51 imperial stones, “could have
been bought for 20s., or at most, 21s.;” and that by 1764
the same class of cattle, “as full fed as the county could
make them,” would have sold at from £3 to £4 each. It
is thus seen that even later than the middle of last
century the farmers of the north of Scotland had little or
no encouragement to develop the beef-producing proper-
ties of their cattle.

Other circumstances, however, arose which resulted in a
marked improvement of the cattle in the north-eastern
counties. Throughout these counties, as in other parts of
Scotland, a large part of the farm-work was formerly—in
some districts even after the opening of the present century
—accomplished by oxen. The native cattle of the north-
east having originally been rather small for the heavier
part of this work, the larger farmers obtained their plough-
oxen from the south of Scotland, chiefly the Lothians.
About the middle of last century the Lothian farmers
began to give up cattle-rearing for the growing of wheat
and barley. This, together with the general progress of
the country following upon the Union and the protracted
wars of the time, raised the price of cattle, and induced
the farmers of the north-east to turn their attention to the
rearing of their own plough-oxen. The importing of these
oxen from the south became decidedly a losing arrange-
ment ; and soon after the middle of last century, the more
practical landlords, and larger and more enterprising far-
mers, commenced the systematic improvement of the
native stock, with the view of rearing cattle sufficiently
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large for tilling their land and for other field-work. The
native cattle were not only submitted to better treatment,
but were also crossed with bulls of larger breeds, some
being taken from England—notably of the Holderness
breed—some from Holland, and some from the south of
Scotland.  Satisfactory results were not obtained until
bulls of the Fife or Falkland breed were introduced. This
breed (said to be descended mainly from some English
cows which Henry VIL sent as a dowry to Margaret, his
eldest daughter, who in 1502 was married to James IV.
of Scotland, then residing chiefly at Falkland Palace, in
Fifeshire) was large and handsome; and between bulls of
it and cows of the native breeds of the north-east of Scot-
land, excellent varieties, both of work and butcher cattle,
were reared.

At length, however, in the increasing prosperity of
the country, and the advancement of skilful farming,
the true function of the ox — the production of beef—
came to be recognised and developed. The demand
for beef grew rapidly ; and therefore; by degrees, the ox
was withdrawn from the plough, and put instead into the
feeding-stall. It was then found that development of
bone and muscle was not so essential or so valuable a
property as a capacity to produce, at an early age, a heavy
carcass of ‘beef of the highest quality. The production of
beef had in fact become the main object to be aimed at.
Bone and muscle were discounted, and the new ideal was
a maximum of beef with a minimum of bone, little offal,
and prime quality.

The farmers of the north-eastern counties abandoned the
rough big-boned varieties of cattle they had formerly found
suitable to their wants, and cultivated instead the smaller,
broader, and better fleshed sorts that were less useful in
earlier years- when oxen had to do the work of ‘horses.
Cattle were more liberally fed and more carefully housed,
and thus the north-east of Scotland rapidly became famous
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for its beef-producing cattle—a distinction which in re-
cent years it has pushed into still greater prominence.

In this new demand for beef-producing cattle the pro-
genitors: of the polled Aberdeen or Angus breed were not
long in having their excellent fattening-properties duly
recognised. 'We have seen that in Aberdeenshire the
“native low country breed "—the ancestors of the Buchan
humlies—had nearly a hundred years ago become quite
famous among the leading cattle dealers and feeders for
baving “flesh of the finest grain,” and for being better
payers, “in proportion to the goodness of their keep,”
than any of their contemporary varieties. Then, from
Youatt and others, we learn that in Angus the doddies
had at an early date developed similar qualities—their
natural fitness for stall-feeding, and the rapidity with
which they fattened.” The discovery of these valuable
properties in the native polled race naturally enough in-
duced its owners, both in Angus and Aberdeen, not only
to strive to maintain its purity, and develop still further
its better qualities, but also to effect improvement in points
where defects were apparent. 'We cannot fix the precise
‘date when these systematic efforts to improve the breed
within its own limits actually commenced, either in Angus
or Aberdeen. We have good reason to believe that in
both they had been begun some time before the advent of
the present century.

It will be convenient, and in accordance with the order
in the preceding chapter, to notice first the progress of the
breed in Angus. The late Mr Hugh Watson, farmer,
Keillor, Meigle, Forfarshire, if not the first, was certainly
the most systematic and most successful early improver of
the breed. Both his father and grandfather were ardent
admirers of the Angus doddies. The late Mr William
Fullerton, Mains of Ardestie, in a manuscript document
(which has been kindly placed at our disposal by his son,
Mr James Fullerton, Dundee), states that Mr Hugh Wat-
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son’s grandfather “had the breed for upwards of forty
years, which leads us back to 1735.” We understand
that the Watson family is in possession of a letter from
the late Mr Henry Stephens, author of ¢ The Dook of the
Farm,” from which it would seem that at a still earlier
date the great-grandfather of Mr Hugh. Watson had for a
long period reared doddies on his farm of Cattie, in the
parish of Bendochy, near Cupar-Angus. Mr Hugh Wat-
son was born on his father’s farm of Bannantyne, of New-
tyle, in 1789, and became tenant of the neighbouring farm
of Keillor in 1808. It is stated that from his boyhood he
loved the Angus doddies, and he certainly lost no time in
devoting his energies to their improvement. When he
entered Keillor he received from his father six of his
“Dbest and blackest cows, along with a bull, as a nucleus
for an Angus doddie herd.” It is recorded, however, by
his son, Mr William Watson, now in the United States
of America, that he was not satisfied with the merits
of these, and that “he started in the same summer for
Trinity Muir Market, Brechin, and purchased the ten best
heifers and the best bull he could procure showing the
greatest characteristics of the breed.” Mr William Wat-
son says: “ The heifers were black, brindled, and black
with brown muzzles and brown streak along their back.
The bull was black, and all black my father stuck to, thus
working the other colours out of fashion.” Mr Fullerton
states that Mr Watson, in selecting these animals, had the
assistance of Mr Mustard—¢likely Mr William Mustard,

Fithie, his brother, Mr James Mustard, not having been
tenant of Leuchland till 1811,”—and adds that the heifers
came from “near Farnell, which points to either the late
Mr Ruxton, tenant of Farnell, or to the late Mr David
Aymer, tenant of East Carcary, as their breeders. Both
these gentlemen were long keepers of this breed, and Mr
Aymer's stock had a peculiar style of their own. I pur-
chased his two-year-old heifers in 1834. They were par-

D
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ticularly good, had extraordinary coats of hair, and pecu-
liarly large, hairy, well-set ears.” With these sixteen
females and two bulls, Mr Hugh Watson commenced the
systematic improvement of the Angus doddies—a work
which he prosecuted with distinguished vigour and success
till near the close of his life in 1865. It will be more
convenient to notice in a subsequent chapter the leading
families tracing to Mr Watson’s herd. Several of these
have become extinct in the female line, but eight- still
survive, although some are not generally recognised as
Keillor tribes.

Mr Watson was eminently fitted for the important
work he took in hand. He was a man of surpassing in-
tellect, unlimited perseverance, and accurate judgment.
In many ways he would seem to have presented a strik-
ing resemblance to his great prototypes in the Shorthorn
world, the brothers Colling, who had commenced the im-
provement of Shorthorn cattle just twenty-eight years (in
1780) before the famous Keillor polled herd was founded.
It has often been remarked with truth that what the Col-
ings were to the Shorthorns, Mr Hugh Watson was to the
polled Aberdeen or Angus breed. The late Mr William
M‘Combie of Tillyfour, M.P.—the only man who could be
set up as a rival to Mr Watson—bears the most generous
testimony to his eminence. In his work on ¢Cattle and
Cattle-Breeders,” Mr M‘Combie says: “ Among those who
have distinguished themselves as breeders of Aberdeen
and Angus polled cattle, the late Hugh Watson, Keillor,
deserves to be put in the front rank. * No breeder of Aber-
deen .and Angus will grudge that well-merited honour
to his memory. We all look on him as the first great
improver, and no one will question his title to that dis-
tinction. There is no herd in the country which is not
indebted to Keillor blood.”

Unfortunately, there is little known of Mr Watson’s
operations as a breeder. In his wide circle of intimate
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friends he included the late Mr John Booth, Mr Wetherell,
Mr Anthony Maynard, Mr William Torr, and other noted
breeders of Shorthorns; and there is good reason to believe
that in many points connected with the building up of
his herd of improved polled cattle, he was to some extent
guided by the experience of these great patrons of the rival
breed. Mr H. H. Dixon, in ‘Field and Fern, says Mr
‘Watson “was purely catholic in his cattle tastes. DBracelet,
Charity, and one or two more of the pure Booths, were the
models he kept in his eye in building up his blacks; and
even in a shire so strongly wedded to its own breed, he did
not shrink from saying so.” His motto would seem to have
been, “Put the best to the best, regardless of affinity or
blood.” He bred from none but the choicest specimens
at his command, and did not hesitate to follow the ex-
ample of the Collings, the Booths, Thomas Bates, and other
celebrated Shorthorn breeders, in mating animals closely
related to each other. It is evident that he practised in-
and-in breeding to a considerable extent. It is also clear
that he aimed at building up particular lines or families,
and that to some extent he bred each of these families
within itself. He did not pursue persistently that intri-
cate system of in-and-in breeding adopted by most of the
noted early improvers of Shorthorns; but in this point he
so far followed their example. TPerhaps the truest descrip-
tion that could be given of his method of breeding is, that
he bred from none but the best—those that came nearest
to his ideal—and that he did not care whether these were
closely related or not. He no doubt discovered that under
his improved system of breeding, which may truly be
called a system of “selection,” he could raise better animals
than could be found on Trinity Muir, or anywhere else in
those days ; and that of course led him to breed in closer
relationship than he might otherwise have done. He
may not have approved of in-and-in breeding in principle, -
but, like the earlier improvers of Shorthorns, he frequently
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put it into practice, with results that were eminently
satisfactory.

Mr Watson would seem to have been a careful, liberal,
and successful feeder, as well as a skilful breeder. A few
years after starting his herd, he commenced the practice of
allowing calves to suckle cows in the house, and found
that it produced excellent results. This plan is described
by himself as follows: “The cows intended for nursing
geuerally calve early in the season, about the month of
January or February, when a stranger calf is procured
from some of the small tenants in the district who have
dairies. This calf is suckled with the others by the same
cow ; and although the cow at first shows great dislike to
the stranger, in a few days she receives it very quietly,
care being taken that both are put to suck (one on each
side) exactly at the same time by tying the calves’ bands
to the stall or the band of the cow, so as to keep each calf
at its own side. They remain with the cow for fifteen or
twenty minutes, by which time her milk is perfectly
drawn away. As the calves advance in age they eat hay,
sliced potatoes, porridge, and other food that they are
inclined to take. By the 1st of May, or as soon as grass
is ready, they are weaned and turned out from the byre,
when two fresh calves are immediately put into their stalls
and receive the same treatment, excepting that they are
turned out at twelve o’clock, after they have got their
suck, to eat grass, and are brought into the byre again in
the evening, when the cows come in to be sucked. This
set is ready to wean by the 1st of August, and a single
calf is put into the feeding-pen and fattened for the butcher,
the season being now too late for rearing. As these are
fed off, the cows are let off milk, having each suckled jive
calves. It is necessary to have a very careful and steady

person to attend to the suckhng, which has to be done
~ three times a-day—viz, early in the morning before the
cows are turned out to grass, at mid-day, and in the
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evening when the cows come into the byre for the night
and get a little cut grass, tares, or other green food. The
byre is arranged so that the cows have each a stall of
about 4 feet wide, with their heads to the wall; and on
the opposite wall the calves are tied up, two in a stall,
exactly behind the cow, so that there is little trouble in
putting them to the cows, and no chance of misplacing
them. The fat calves have in some seasons been sold at
£5 each, this being the scarcest time of the year for veal.”

Mr Watson gave much attention to the preparing of
cattle for the show-yard, and early in his career he in this
respect achieved great success. His son, Mr William
Watson, says: “The list of awards to my father during
his lifetime for various descriptions of stock—in England,
Ireland, Scotland, and France—amounted to upwards of
five hundred.” The first occasion on which he exhibited
polled cattle under the auspices of the Highland and
Agricultural Society of Scotland was at Perth in 1829.
His first prize pair of polled oxen at that show attracted
much attention by their size, symmetry, and quality.
One of these was a great beauty, and a choice butcher’s
animal. He was exhibited at the Smithfield Show in
London the same year, and there too he was greatly ad-
mired. When slaughtered by a leading metropolitan
butcher (Mr Sparks, of High Street, Marylebone), his
carcass was found to be of very rare quality, the meat
being fine in the grain and well mixed; while his fat
weighed no less than 240 lb.—about 84 lb. more than
the fat of the famous “Durham Ox.” Another remark-
able animal shown at Perth in 1829 by Mr Hugh Watson
was a heifer, which, like the oxen, was bred by himself,
and which, at the request of the Highland Society, was
exhibited at the London Smithfield Show as a sample of
the excellence to which the Scotch polled breed might be
brought. There she was the admired of all admirers.
She was then her dead weight was esti-

OF THE

UNIVERSITY .
OF /

CAl ';‘(\QN\P}’ /
N—

n



54 IMPROVEMENT OF THE BREED.

mated at between 130 and 140 Dutch stones. Before
being slaughtered, she, like the “Durham Ox,” was
publicly exbibited for some time. Her purchaser at
Smithfield paid £50 for her—a very handsome price for
more than half a century ago. She was a round, low-set,
compact animal, the symmetry and evenness of her parts
having been wonderful. The bone of her fore-leg, which
her breeder long kept in his possession, is said to have
been little thicker than that of a roe-deer. At the time
she was killed, her brisket was barely 8 inches from:the
ground, and her inside fat was found to be equal in weight
to one-fourth of her gross dead weight. Another wonder-
ful animal of Mr Hugh Watson’s breeding, “ Old Grannie,”
or the Prima Cow, No. 1 in the ‘Polled Herd Book,’ is
noticed in a subsequent chapter. Mr H. H. Dixon, in
‘Field and Fern,” says Mr Watson gave the Irish a taste
of the quality of his earlier polled celebrities. * His four-
year-old Angus ox [out of Old Grannie] went over, and
was placed first for the Purcell Challenge Cup at Belfast,
and yet, strange to say, died after all in the plough at the
Royal Home Farm, when he was rising eighteen. Still
his fame was in all lands, as a traveller in India found
his portrait pasted up on a temple of Vishnu.”

Besides Mr Watson, there were in Angus a good many
enterprising agriculturists, who at a very early date—some
even earlier than Mr Watson—devoted attention to the
breeding and improving of the native polled cattle. Pro-
minent among these were the late Lord Panmure; the
late Sir James Carnegie; Lord Southesk ; the late Messrs
Mustard, Leuchland and Fithie ; the late Mr Bowie, Mains
of Kelly, and his son, Mr Alexander Bowie, the present
tenant; the late Mr William Fullerton, Mains of Ardestie;
the late Mr Ruxton, Farnell; the Hon. Charles Carnegie ;
Mr Ferguson, Kinnochtry; Captain Carnegie of Craigo;
Mr J. Lyell, Shielhill; the late Mr Scott, Balwyllo; Mr
Lyall, Carcary; Colonel Dalgairns of Balgavies; Mr
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Aymer, East Carcary ; Mr Leslie, The Thorn; Mr Archi-
bald Whyte, Braedownie; Mr W. Whyte, Spott; the late
Mr Lyell, Arrat; the late Mr Goodlet, Bolshan ; the late
Mr Pierson, The Guynd, &c. Of these Lord Southesk,
Mr Alexander Bowie, Mr Ferguson, Mr Leslie, and Mr
Whyte still possess herds, and their operations will be
noticed afterwards.

Accounts will be found of two different herds at
Kinnaird Castle—one of great antiquity, annihilated by
rinderpest in 1865, and another founded about two years
ago. There is good reason to believe that the property of
the Carnegie family bas long been a stronghold of the
breed. Ochterlony, in his deseription of Angus in 1684,
1685, states that the Earl of Southesk owned the whole of
the parishes of Kinnaird and Farnell, which contained
“ane excellent breed of horses, cattle, and sheep;” and
from other sources we gather that polled cattle had been
bred extensively on the estates even before the commence-
ment of the present century. The Hon. Charles Carnegie,
brother of the present Earl of Southesk, has kindly fur-
nished us with an account of the extinet Kinnaird herd,
in which he states that it is impossible to trace the origin
of that old stock, “which had probably gone on from
generation to generation from a very remote period.”

Mr Bowie, Mains of Kelly, owns the oldest herd
now existing. It was commenced in 1809—the year after
the foundation of the Keillor herd. 'What we shall have
to say regarding it, more particularly in reference to
the bulls produced in the herd, will fully establish its
title to rank as one of the most useful agents in the im-
provement of the breed. Mr Ferguson, Kinnochtry, com-
menced to rear polled cattle in 1835, and has ever since
been a devoted, intelligent, and successful breeder.

It is generally understood that the late Lord Panmure
(born 1771, died 1852) did not himself establish a herd of
polled cattle till about 1835. We have, however, good
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reason for believing that long before that time—in fact,
prior to the opening of the present century—he had given
close attention to the rearing of the native polled cattle,
and had done much to encourage his tenants and others
in improving the breed. Mr William Fullerton gives it
as his opinion that few men did more for “the doddies”
than Lord Panmure, and remarks: “ He not only bred
beasts himself which did good service, but, as President
of the East Forfarshire Association, he fostered the breed.
He stimulated his tenants to breed good doddies, and
amongst others, Mr Bowie, Mains of Kelly, and his worthy
father. I must confess he filliped me on to try my skill
as a breeder.” In another manuscript document in our
possession, Mr Fullerton says: “In the early part of this
century, Lord William Ramsay Maule of Panmure, seeing
there were points in the doddies capable of being im-
proved, tried the experiment of having so many Angus
cows put to Galloway bulls. Procuring eight or ten of
these bulls, he had them suitably located over his estates.
The result of this crossing was such a failure, that all
attempts to improve the old breed in this direction were
abandoned. Lord Panmure after this disappointment set
himself to form a Society for the purpose of advancing the
agriculture of the district, and, in particular, for improving
the old doddie breed. In this he was greatly aided by
the other landlords of the east of Angus, more especially
Mr Arklay of Dunninald. The movement culminated in
the formation of the East Forfarshire Farming Associa-
tion, Lord Panmure being chosen perpetual President, and
Mr Arklay, Vice-President for the first year. No breed of
cattle were awarded prizes but the breed of the county.
The competition took place yearly on Trinity Muir in the
latter end of July or first week of August. Members
competing had to bring forward at least a pair of queys,
and for every 100 acres and above, which they farmed,
they were bound to bring forward another quey. In com-
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peting in the class of stots, a pair had to be exhibited for
the first fifty acres farmed, and for every other fifty acres
the competitor was bound to bring forward another stot.”
There is in existence, we believe, an oil-painting of three
cows exhibited under the auspices of the East Forfar-
shire Association, one being a “rigged” cow belonging to
the late Mr James Black, Barrelwell, and the winner of
the first pr]ze on the first occasion on which the Somety
offered prizes for cows.

It would seem that Lord Panmure had still been
anxious to try the effect of a fresh cross upon the Angus
cattle, for in 1838 or 1839 he commissioned his agent, Mr
Collier, Hatton, to select for him half-a-dozen of the best
polled Buchan heifers to be obtained. One of these
heifers, named Black Meg, and purchased from Mr Silver,
Netherley, Muchalls, on the Kincardineshire coast near
Aberdeen, became the dam of the celebrated bull Pan-
mure 51, whose sire was a bull named Hector, bred by Mr
Hector, Fernyflatt, Kincardineshire. Lord Panmure held
a public sale in 1841, when Mr William Fullerton pur-
chased the young bull Panmure 51. The dam of Pan-
mure 51 passed into the hands of Mr Bowie, Mains of
Kelly, and to him she produced the cow Mary, dam
of Mary of Kelly 2nd 1192, progenitrix of Mr Bowie’s
Martha tribe, to which his race of bulls called Major be-
long. Another animal of Lord Panmure’s breeding was
the cow exhibited by Colonel Dalgairns of Balgavies, at
the show of the Highland Society at Dundee in 1843,
where she gained the first prize. At that show Mr Ful-
lerton also headed the old bull class with Panmure 51,
and won the first prize for lots of three cows, in which
latter class he had strong competition from the Keillor,
Portlethen, Leuchland, and Wester Fintray herds. One
of Mr Fullerton’s three cows was Dairymaid, bred by
Lord Panmure. It is interesting to note that descen-
dants of Colonel Dalgairns’s first-prize cow at Dundee
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(bred by Lord Panmure) exist in Mr Scott’s herd at Easter
Tulloch. .

Mr William Fullerton’s long connection with the polled
breed will be referred to later on. He was born in 1810,
began to breed polled cattle in 1833, and died in 1880.
His first important purchase was that of the famous cow
Black Meg 766, and from one of her daughters and the
celebrated bull Panmure 51, he produced Queen Mother
348, foundress of the meritorious Queen tribe. Mr Fuller-
ton was a painstaking and intelligent breeder, and his
name will ever live as that of one of the most distinguished
improvers and most accurate judges of his favourite horn-
less breed. The two brothers, Messrs William Mustard,
Fithie, and James Mustard, Leuchland, both bred polled
cattle early in the present century. The latter was not
only one of the earliest, but also one of the most careful,
breeders of doddies ; and descendants of his stock made an
excellent appearance in other herds, notably in that of
Mr Lyell, Shielhill. Mr William Fullerton has recorded
with genuine humour some of his earlier contests with his
good neighbour Leuchland. In 1844 they had a trial of
strength with eight cows from each herd, the “stakes”
being an “ Edinburgh dress-coat.” Mr Fullerton won, and
we are informed that the coat was in due time delivered
at Ardovie. “Mr James Mustard,” says Mr Fullerton,
“bred with greater care than almost any one I ever knew.”
By the late Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour the system pur-
sued at Leuchland is also very highly commended. Mr
Ruxton, Farnell, was another intelligent and systematic
breeder, paying close attention to the purity of his herd.
He at one time had a blue or light-coloured tribe, which
had been kept on the farm in a pure condition for many
years. A few were black, but the majority were blue.
They were called “ droners,” and Mr Fullerton tells us that
he “never saw a secondary droner blue or black.” The
late Mr Scott, Balwyllo, built up and long maintained a
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large and excellent herd, which will be found fully noticed
later on. .

The Howe o’ Mearns, in Kincardineshire,—a continua-
tion of the Vale of Strathmore,—has also had a share in
the producing and improving of the polled Aberdeen or
Angus breed. Formerly, polled cattle were more numerous
amongst the farmers of Kincardineshire than now. Mr
William Fullerton, who assisted in awarding the prizes at
upwards of thirty shows in the county, states that he did
not think that any time since 1833 there were, relatively
speaking, more than one-fourth as many doddies in Mearns
as in Angus, but adds that he had seen twenty-five polled
cows in the “bught”—adjudicating ring—at Fettercairn
which would have done honour to any county.. Foremost
amongst the improvers of the breed in Kincardineshire
must be placed the late Mr Robert Walker, Portlethen
Mains, near Aberdeen, who for more than half a century
occupied a leading position, not only as a breeder of polled
cattle, but also as an advanced agriculturist generally.
He founded his herd in 1818, and continued it with much
success till his death in 1874. He bred and owned many
noted animals, including the show-yard heroes Fox Maule
305, and Banks of Dee 12. In one season the descendant
of the latter bull gained no fewer than seven first prizes
and one second. Referring to Mr Walker’s suecess in the
show-yard, Mr M‘Combie, in ‘ Cattle and Cattle-Breeders,
says: “It would be endless to attempt to sum up his vie-
tories—local, national, and international,—they are spread
over such a large surface.” Among the others in Kincar-
dineshire who took a leading part in the improvement of
polled cattle were the late Mr Hector, Fernyflatt; his son-
in-law, the late Mr Glennie, Fernyflatt; the late Sir Thomas
and the late Sir Alexander Burnett, Barts. of Leys ; Colonel
M‘Inroy, The Burn; and the late Sir John Stuart Forbes,
Bart. of Pitsligo, Fettercairn House, who gave substantial
encouragement and assistance to Mr Ravenscroft in start-
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ing the ‘ Polled Herd Book.’ The principal existing herds
in Kincardineshire are those owned by Sir Thomas Glad-
stone, Bart. of Fasque; Mr Scott of Easter Tulloch; and
Mr George J. Walker, Portlethen Mains.

It has already been indicated that in Aberdeenshire, as
in Angus, the systematic improvement of the native polled
breed within its own limits would seem to have been car-
ried on to some extent before the beginning of the present
century. It has also been seen that by 1810 the polled
cattle of Buchan had attained to the highest favour with
the leading cattle-dealers and cattle-breeders, who even
then preferred it in its pure “unmixed” state to all the
other varieties in the county. The superior beef-producing
properties of the native polled breed naturally induced
the leading agriculturists to draw to it more exclusively
as the demand for beef became greater; and thus it is
found that by 1820 a good many of the more prominent
farmers in the lower parts of Aberdeenshire had com-
menced the rearing of pure polled herds on an extensive
and systematic scale. Prominent among these were the
late Messrs Williamson, St John’s Wells; the late Mr
Robert Walker, Wester Fintray; the late Mr Marr, Cairn-
brogie ; the late Mr Hay, Shethin; and the late Mr Stephen,
Conglass.

After this there came a peaceful intruder, which ulti-
mately became so powerful as that for a time it threat-
ened to entirely displace the native polled cattle. The
fame of the improved Shorthorns after Colling’s great sale
in 1810 (when Comet reached 1000 guineas) spread rapidly
over the length and breadth of the land. About the end of
last century, Shorthorns had been introduced into Scotland
by Mr Robertson of Ladykirk, Berwickshire, and General
Simpson of Pitcorthie, Fifeshire. Mr Rennie of Phantassie
obtained cattle from Mr Robertson, and at the first shows
of the Highland Society at Edinburgh in 1822 and 1823
exhibited Shorthorn oxen, which, by their extraordinary
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merit, excited great astonishment and admiration. In
1827, at a public sale of Shorthorns held at Phantassie,
Captain Barclay of Ury, Kincardineshire, and Mr Alex-
ander Hay, Shethin, attended, and both made purchases.
Within the next few years their example was followed by
Mr Cruickshank, Sittyton; Mr Grant Duff of Eden; Mr
Longmore of Rettie, and others,—and from the herds of
these gentlemen drafts of young Shorthorn bulls were dis-
persed either publicly or privately every year. The im-
proved Shorthorn was found a very different stamp of an
animal from the big, coarse, ungainly Holderness or Tees-
water that, as we have seen, had been tried at an earlier
period. The improved bulls, mated with native polled
cows, produced better butcher cattle than had yet been
known—animals remarkable alike for aptitude to fatten,
wealth of flesh, constitution, and quality of beef. Cross-
ing in this fashion therefore became almost a craze. Hand-
some profits were realised from it, and for a time it seemed
as if farmers had been rendered oblivious to the risk of
running out their reserve of pure polled cows, which were
as necessary as the Shorthorn bulls for the raising of the
class of cattle which had aroused this excitement, and
which soon reached the highest prices in Smithfield mar-
ket. And it was not only in Aberdeen that the-craze for
crossing had displayed itself. It also invaded Angus, anc
there induced many farmers, much to their own chagrin
afterwards, to allow their excellent herds of pure-bred
polled cattle to degenerate into stocks of ever-varying
Ccrosses.

1t is fortunate, however, that in both the great strong-
holds of the polled Aberdeen or Angus breed there were a
number of shrewd, far-seeing agriculturists who grasped
the full significance of the new fashion in cattle-breeding.
They recognised the danger which threatened the native
polled cattle, and with commendable courage they deter-
mined to disregard the popular taste, and to maintain
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more jealously than ever the purity of the polled race.
The men who had taken the lead in preserving the Angus
doddies are mentioned in an earlier portion of this
chapter.

In the county of Aberdeen, one man, the late Mr Wil-
liam M‘Combie of Tillyfour, M.P., stands ahead of all
others as the great deliverer of the polled race. He was
among the first to discover its threatened extinction; and
knowing full well its value to the country, he resolved to
do what in him lay to protect it from the danger to which
it had become exposed. It is doubtful, we think, whether
any other single individual has ever done more to improve
and popularise any breed of live stock than the late Mr
M‘Combie did to improve and make known his pet race of
polled cattle. Taking up the good work so systematically
commenced by Mr Hugh Watson, Mr William M‘Combie
carried it on with a skill and success that have few equals,
and that will hand down his name to posterity as that of
the chief improver of the polled Aberdeen or Angus breed.
It has been said that what the Collings did for Shorthorns,
Mr Hugh Watson did for the polled breed. Tt might be
said with equal truth that what the Booths have been to
the “red, white, and roan,” Mr William M‘Combie was to
the “glossy blacks.” Than that, higher credit could be
paid to no breeder of live stock ; and every one who has
any acquaintance with the subject will admit that itis due
to the memory of the late Laird of Tillyfour.

Mr M‘Combie was born at Tillyfour in 1805, and died
in the spring of 1880. His father, who owned the small
estate of Tillyfour, was for many years one of the leading
cattle-dealers in the north of Scotland; and young Mr
M‘Combie, before he had completed his “teens,” also
devoted himself to trading in cattle. About 1829 he
became tenant of the farm of Tillyfour, and immediately
after he gave up dealing in lean stock, and commenced
the formation of a polled herd. It would seem that his
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father, who of course had exceptional opportunities of
knowing the value of the breed as compared with others,
had held the native polled cattle in high favour. Mr
William M‘Combie, in replying to the toast of his health
at a banquet to which he was entertained in Aberdeen in
1862, said : “I was led by a father whose memory I revere,
to believe that our polled cattle were peculiarly suited to
our soil and climate, and that, if their properties were
rightly brought out, they would equal, if not surpass, any
other breed as to weight, symmetry, and quality of flesh.
I resolved that I would endeavour to improve our native
breed.” The Tillyfour herd dates from 1830, and was
finally dispersed in 1880, a few months after the death of
its worthy owner. The material used and produced by
Mr M‘Combie, as well as the system of breeding which he
pursued, will be so fully described afterwards, that a
few sentences will suffice here. He started his herd with
cattle bred in the county, some on Tillyfour itself, and
some by the Messrs Williamson, St John’s Wells, Fyvie ;
Mr Walker, Wester Fintray, and others. With these old
local strains he worked for some years, producing many
excellent animals, and gaining numerous prizes. At Mr
William Fullerton’s sale at Ardovie in 1844 he purchased
Queen Mother 348 as a yearling heifer for £12, 10s., and
from her he built up his celebrated Queen tribe, which
has probably done more than any other to spread and
enhance the good name of the breed. It will be shown
in our account of the Tillyfour herd that Mr M‘Combie
pursued close breeding to a considerable extent, and that
with much ingenuity he blended the material which ulti-
mately produced such excellent results as the progress of
his herd displayed.

Mr M‘Combie’s success in the show-yard has few paral-
lels in the history of farm-stock. In the third edition of
his volume entitled ¢ Cattle and Cattle-Breeders,” no fewer
than seventeen pages are occupied by a mere record of
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the premiums won by animals belonging to the herd prior
to 1875. Not content with a large share of Scotch and
English honours, he several times entered international
contests in France, and on all occasions returned with
new laurels and fresh fame for his favourite blacks. TProb-
ably the crowning victory of his life was achieved at
the great International Exhibition held at Paris in 1878.
On that occasion, in addition to several leading “class”
honours, he carried off, with a group of beautiful young
polled cattle, all bred at Tillyfour, not only the £100
prize for the best group of cattle bred by the exhibitor in
the Division foreign to France, but also the £100 prize
“for the best group of beef-producing animals bred by
the exhibitor.” In fat stock as well as breeding shows,
Mr M‘Combie has often proved invincible ; and altogether,
it may safely enough be said that the high reputation
which the breed has deservedly gained beyond the bounds
of the British empire has to a very large extent been
fostered by the remarkable show-yard achievements of the
Tillyfour herd.

The show-yard career of “Black Prince,” one of Mr
M<Combie’s many fine polled oxen, deserves special men-
tion. This animal, bred at Tillyfour, was exhibited at
the Birmingham and Smithfield Fat Stock Shows in-1867,
when four years old, and at both shows made almost a
clean sweep of the special honours. At Birmingham he
won the £15 and silver medal as the best in his class;
the Earl of Powis’s silver cup, value £25, for the best
steer or ox bred and fed by the exhibitor; two special
prizes for the best Scot ; the Hotel and Inn keepers’ thirty-
guinea cup for the best animal in all the cattle classes;
and the gold medal or £20 for the best steer or ox in the
show. At Smithfield he won the first prize and silver
medal as the best in his class, and the £40 silver cup for
the best steer or ox in the show, along with the £20 gold
medal to his breeder. From Birmingham the ox was, by
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the Queen’s desire, forwarded to Windsor for her Majesty’s
inspection; and her Majesty was afterwards graciously
pleased to accept from Mr M‘Combie her Christmas baron
of beef from the carcass of this fine animal, of which her
Majesty had expressed great admiration. A year or two
afterwards her Majesty visited Tillyfour, mainly for the
purpose of inspecting Mr M‘Combie’s herd of celebrated
polled cattle, and she was interested in finding, in Mr
M‘Combie’s dining-room, the head of the beautiful animal
she had seen at Windsor. Black Prince was sold by Mr
Giblett to Messrs Lidstone & Scarlet, Bond Street, London,
for £120, the head having been retained by Mr M‘Combie,
who had it stuffed and placed in a prominent position in
his dining-room at Tillyfour.

The important work to which Mr M‘Combie devoted
himself so assiduously for nearly half a century has been
helped forward in a very substantial manner by many
other enterprising agriculturists in the county of Aber-
deen, both landlords and tenant-farmers, who have also
devoted much money, time, and attention to the improve-
ment of the native polled cattle. The operations of most
of these will be referred to when we come to notice extinct
and existing herds. The following (in addition to those
already named) deserve to be mentioned here, as having
specially distinguished themselves as improvers of polled
Aberdeen or Angus cattle—namely, Mr William M‘Com-
bie of Easter Skene; Colonel Fraser of Castle Fraser; Mr
Harry Shaw, Bogfern; Mr James Reid, Greystone; Mr
William Anderson, Wellhouse; the late Colonel Gordon
of Fyvie; the late Mr Dingwall Fordyce of Brucklay, M.P. ;
Colonel Ferguson of Pitfour; the late Sir Alexander Ban-
nerman, Bart. of Crimonmogate; the late Dr Robertson
of Indego; the late Mrs M‘Combie, East- Town; Mr
Farquharson, East-Town; Mr Walker, Ardhuncart; Mr
Walker, Westside of Brux; Mr Lumsden of Clova; Mr
Farquharson of Haughton; the Marquis of Huntly; the
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Earl of Aberdeen; Mr P. Davidson of Inchmarlo; Mr
Reid, Baads; the late Mr M‘Combie, Cairnballoch; Mr
Hunter, Confunderland ; Mr P. Cran, Old Morlich, &e.
The contiguous counties of Banff and Moray have in
no small degree contributed to the improvement of the
polled Aberdeen or Angus breed. In fact,the premier polled
herd of the present day—that belonging to Sir George
Macpherson Grant, Bart. of Ballindalloch, M.P.—has its
home on the borders of these two counties, near the
junction of the rivers Spey and Aven. The origin of
the Ballindalloch herd has been lost in the mists of anti-
quity. Of its early history nothing more definite is
known than that (as described by Mr M‘Combie) it is
« perhaps the oldest in the north,” and that it has been
“the talk of the country” for very many years. The
present Baronet is an enthusiastic and accomplished
breeder. For many years he has given close personal
attention to the management of his large and valuable
herd, and the success achieved by him has been so remark-
able that we believe no one will dispute the title of the
Ballindalloch herd to the premier position, which, since
the dispersion of the Tillyfour herd in 1880, has been
generally assigned to it. The influence which the Ball-
indalloch herd has exercised in the improvement of other
stocks could hardly be overestimated. Sir George has
been specially successful in the rearing of bulls ; and these
have been eagerly sought after by breeders throughout
the country, in whose herds they have given undeniable
testimony of their choice breeding. “In a word, the fame
of the Ballindalloch herd is equally great in the breeding
paddock, the show-yard, and the sale-ring; and this is
probably the highest tribute that could be bestowed upon
any herd. The other leading improvers of polled cattle
in Banff and Moray have been the late Mr George Brown,
Westertown ; the late Mr Robert Walker, Montbletton ;
the late Mr Morison of Bognie; the Earl of Fife; Mr W,
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J. Tayler of Glenbarry ; the late Mr Alexander Paterson,
Mulben ; the late Mr Skinner, Drumin, and his son, Mr
‘William M. Skinner; the late’ Mr Robertson, Burnside ;
and the late Mr ‘John Collie, Ardgay. The late Mr
George Brown’s father bred polled cattle at Westertown
more than half a century ago; and when Mr George
Brown himself succeeded to the farm in 1853, he devoted
his attention in a very special manner to the rearing of
the breed. He procured the best material available, and
devised a skilful and systematic plan of breeding which
gave promise of grand results, but which was prematurely
closed by his early and much-lamented death in 1874.
Of the operations of Mr Brown and other breeders and
improvers more anon.

‘Improvers of polled cattle have received hearty encour-
agement in their noble work from the many influential
agricultural societies’ which have existed in Scotland
during the greater part of the present century. We have
seen that at least one society in the old county of Angus
—the East Forfarshire Farming Association—was started
early in the century, mainly for the purpose of promoting
the improvement of the native polled cattle. In the
county of Aberdeen, where there are more than a score
of similar societies, the improvement of the polled breed
has in most cases been one of the chief objects kept in
view, As early as 1812 “black humble” cattle were
exhibited and won prizes at the show of the Garioch
Farmers’ Club, which was established in 1809, and still
continues as active and useful as ever. At the second -
show of the Highland Society, held at Edinburgh in 1823,
a second prize was won by a polled or “dodded” ox
bred in Aberdeenshire ; while at the Society’s first pro-
vincial show, held at Perth in 1829, prizes were offered
for polled cattle. On the latter occasion, as noted else-
where, Mr Hugh Watson exhibited some of his famous
Keillor doddies, both in the fat stock and breeding classes.
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Ever since that time the Highland Society has given
due attention to the polled breed of the north-east, and
has more than once taken official notice of its peculiarly
high merits. At the Perth show of the Highland Society
in 1852, there would seem to have been an excellent
display of polled Aberdeen or Angus stock, for in the
portion of the official report of that show referring to these,
we find the following sentences: “The Directors rejoice
that this and preceding shows indicate a praiseworthy
amount of effort and care on the part of breeders of polled
.stock, followed by a corresponding improvement in the
stock. They cannot but regard it as the most valuable
breed of Scotland, combining as it does in a great measure
the constitution of the Highlander with the feeding pro-
perties of the Shorthorn.” In 1834 the Highland Society
appointed a Committee to consider and report-as to the
general arrangements for its live stock shows. The Com-
mittee gave special attention to the classification of “ the
particular classes of stock, or breeds as they are. called,
which the Society will recognise and encourage in their
pure state by the offer of specific premiums;” and recom-
mended that the live stock department be divided into
four sections—one for Shorthorns, one for West Highland-
ers, one for Ayrshires, and another for “the polled breeds
of Galloway and the northern districts.”

The Society adopted the recommendation, and acted
upon it until 1848, when separate sections were arranged
for the Galloways and the polled cattle of the north-
eastern counties.

The starting of the ‘Polled Herd Book’ forms an import-
-ant event in the history of Aberdeen or Angus cattle.
The movement was taken up actively by Mr Edward
Ravenscroft, who, after many years of difficult work, made
~heavier by an unfortunate mishap, succeeded in bringing
out the first volume in 1862. The collection of the
materials for the first volume had- been commenced about
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twenty years before that date, but in 1851 the whole of
the matter which had been obtained was destroyed in
the fire which in that year took place in the museum of
the Highland Society in Edinburgh. This was indeed a
great misfortune, and it seemed for a time as if the desired
object would have to be abandoned. In 1857, however,
Mr Ravenscroft, at the urgent request of some of the lead-
ing breeders, headed by Lord Southesk, recommenced the
work, and succeeded in completing the first volume by
1862. Although, as we shall have occasion to point out
afterwards, the volume contains many inaccuracies, its
publication was nevertheless an event of great importance
to the breeders of polled cattle. Mr Ravenscroft, in the
preface, says: “ While regretting the apathy of some
breeders, and the opposition of others, during the pro-
gress of the work, I should be ungrateful did I not record
the valuable assistance I have received from the Earl
of Southesk; Sir John Stuart Forbes, Bart.; the Hon.
Charles Carnegie, M.P.; Mr Alexander Bowie, Mains of
Kelly; Mr Fullerton, Ardestie Mains ; Mr Robert Walker,
Portlethen; and the late Mr Threshie, Dumfries. With-
out their aid I am afraid the work would never have seen
the light.” Soon after the issue of the first volume the
polled herds in Angus were decimated by rinderpest ;
and this, together with the apathy created among the
breeders of pure-bred stock by the mania for rearing
crosses, which succeeded the general introduction of Short-
horns into-the north, resulted in long and unfortunate
delay in bringing out the second volume of the ¢ Herd
Book.’

On the occasion of the Highland show at Perth in
1871, a meeting of breeders of polled cattle was held, when
it was decided that the ‘Herd Book’ should be revived.
The copyright of the work had previously been obtained
by Mr Alexander Ramsay of Banff, and arrangements were
made whereby the work should be carried on jointly by



70 IMPROVEMENT OF THE BREED,

Mr Ramsay and Mr H. D. Adamson, late of Balquharn,
Alford. The second volume was brought out in 1872, and
since then four volumes have been issued. The third,
fourth, and fifth volumes were produced under the sole
charge of Mr Ramsay, and breeders of polled cattle are
much indebted to him for the careful and efficient manner
in which he executed the difficult and important work
that devolved upon him. The sixth volume was pub-
lished in 1881. It contains the names of 190 breeders,
and the register of 1193 animals—855 cows and heifers,
and 308 bulls. There have now been registered 1930
bulls, and 5054 cows and heifers, making in all 6984
animals. In the first four volumes Galloway cattle are
registered along with the polled Aberdeen or Angus breed,
but the Galloway Cattle Society acquired the copyright of
the Galloway portion after the issue of the fourth volume.
Since then the ¢Herd Book’ has been confined exclu-
sively to the race to which it was from the outset mainly
devoted. The following is the qualification for entry in
vol. vii., which is in preparation—viz., “Either (1) that
the sire and dam are both in the ‘ Herd Book ;’ or (2) that
the sire, and the sires of the dam and of the grand-dam, be
all entered in the ‘Herd Book,” and that the grand-dam
should come from a reputedly pure stock, provided that
this rule shall not apply to the produce of cows whose
produce has already been registered in the ¢ Herd Book.’”

Another important step in the history of improved
polled Aberdeen or Angus cattle was the establishment
of the Polled Cattle Society. The movement was pro-
moted heartily by Sir George Macpherson Grant, Bart.,
M.P., and others; and at a meeting of breeders held at
Perth in 1879—strangely enough, under the same auspices
as the meeting held in 1871 to consider the revival of the
‘Herd Book’—it was formally decided that the Society
should be established. Accordingly, the Society was
started in the autumn of that year. Her Majesty the
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Queen became Patroness of the Society; the Marquis of
Huntly was chosen as the first President, and Sir George
Macpherson Grant and the late Mr William M‘Combie
of Tillyfour the first Vice-Presidents. On the death of Mr
M‘Combie in 1880, the late Earl of Airlie was appointed
one of the Vice-Presidents. Mr Alexander Ramsay was
appointed Secretary. The Society acquired the copyright
of the ‘Herd Book’ from Mr Ramsay, and an Editing Com-
mittee was appointed to supervise the registering of ani-
mals. The chairmanship of the Editing Committee has
been intrusted to the Hon. Charles Carnegie, whose exten-
sive and accurate knowledge of all matters pertaining to
the breed fits him peculiarly for this responsible work.

The objects of the Society are set forth as follows: (1.)
To maintain unimpaired the purity of the breed of cattle
hitherto known as polled Aberdeen or Angus cattle, and
to promote the breeding of these cattle; (2.) To collect,
verify, preserve, and publish the pedigrees of the said
cattle, and other useful information relating to them; (3.)
To further the above objects by continuing the issue of the
publication called the ‘ Polled Hexrd Book ;’ (4.) To receive
subscriptions and other payments in return for, or in
consideration of, the issue of copies of the publications of
the Society, and the entry in any such publication of the
names and pedigrees of polled cattle; and (5.) To make
by-laws for conducting the business and regulating the
proceedings of the Society, and to enforce the same by
fines or otherwise.”
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CHAPTER V.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BREED.

Early characteristics of the northern polls—Two varieties in Buchan—
The effect of early crosses with Shorthorns—The colour of the breed
—*¢¢ Scurs ”’—Shapes, size, and symmetry—Increase in size —General
improvement in form, &c.—Comparison of polled and Shorthorns—
Full description of a typical polled animal—Comparison with Gallo-
ways—The breed’s surpassing beef-properties—Excellent quality of
its beef — High value of polled crosses—Early maturing — Weights
and prices of polled oxen—Milking-properties—Wide and growing
reputation of the breed—Great increase in value,

THE reader will already have obtained glimpses of the
chief characteristics of the native polled cattle of Angus
and Aberdeen. Youatt's testimony to the early develop-
ment of rapidly fattening-properties in the Angus doddies
has been quoted. We have also indicated the very high
character given by the Messrs Williamson, the chief
Aberdeenshire cattle-dealers and cattle-breeders of eighty
years ago, to the beef-producing and paying qualities of
the Buchan humlies as far back as 1810.

It would seem that formerly there were two types of
polled cattle in Buchan. In a communication addressed
to us, Mr William Forbes, Newark Brick-Work, Ellon,
whose grandfather was a farmer in Buchan, and bred
polled cattle, says: “ The cattle in Buchan about half a
century ago and earlier might be said to have consisted
of horned and polled black cattle in about equal propor-
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tions.  The polled cattle were of two classes, one large
and another small. I knew the small kind well. They
were rather puny creatures, always thin in flesh, and very
badly used. They were pre-eminently the crofter’s cow,
as they were able to live through the winter on the straw
of oats and bere, and water, if necessary. Of the larger
portion of the cattle, about one-half were jet black, ex-
cepting the udder, which was usually white, and often the
whole underline was white. They could not stand starva-
tion so well as the small polls, but with better treatment
they gave a heavier yield of milk. When creamed; how-
ever, their milk was thinner than that from the small
cows. A considerable portion of the cattle were large-
sized, well-fleshed brindled polls; and these were the
finest-looking animals in Buchan. When well fed, they
had a short glossy coat of hair; some were good milkers,
but some went to flesh and fat instead of milk. A few
were of a dull red colour, but they were not so high in
favour as the brindled cattle. The polled cattle were the
dairy stock. The butter they produced was very fine
in summer and autumn, but hard and white in-winter.
The establishing of a beef trade with England, and the
introduction of Shorthorn bulls and turnip husbandry,
opened up a new era for Buchan. The native cattle
fattened well, and money was made by doing so. - Short-
horn bulls were introduced, and put to all kinds of cows.
Often when a Shorthorn bull was mated with a small
polled cow, the produce was a black pell of the finest
character—immensely superior to either of the parents.
When a heifer of this stamp was again put to a good
Shorthorn bull, the result was quite as fine a black poll,
of still larger size. If the produce were also a heifer, and
mated with a pure Shorthorn bull, the produce was still
a poll, yet larger in size, but bluish-grey in colour. Ifa
heifer again, and put to a Shorthorn bull, the produce was
once more a grey poll, probably lighter in colour. When
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this form of crossing was continued further, Shorthorn col-
ours appeared, sometimes with scurs, but oftener with the
regular short horns of the male parent. I observed this
experiment tried in several cases, with exactly the same
result. 'With the larger polls with white underlines, the
horns and colour of the Shorthorn bull were earlier trans-
mitted to the produce, generally at the second or third
crosses. I therefore look upon the small polls without
white spots as the pure original Buchan humlie.”

‘Writing on similar points, Mr Alexander Lamb, farm-
manager to Colonel Ferguson of Pitfour, Aberdeenshire,
says: “ As far back as I can remember—that is, forty years
or so—there were two kinds of polled cattle in Buchan.
Mr Hutchinson, Cairngall, near Longside, had from 12
to 16 cows I used to see always grazing in the same field.
They were not the jet black the present race of polls are.
They had a brownish tinge along the back, white udders,
often a stripe of white along the underline, clean necks
and heads, long bodies, rather sharp at the shoulders,
deep at the flank, and square in the hind-quarters—as far
as I can remember, not unlike the cow [Pride of Aber-
deen 9th 3253] Mr Auld bought at the Tillyfour disper-
sion for 270 guineas. The other type of polled cows I
remember was quite different from the one I have de-
scribed. She was jet black, ewe-necked, sharp on the
shoulders, rather broad on the loins, narrow behind, thin
in the thighs, bent in the hind legs, with knees rubbing
on each other when walking; and had a very large belly.
Old men tell me that this kind of cow had excellent stock
when crossed by the first Teeswater bulls that came to
Buchan.

“These two types of polled cows I have described
were to be met with all through Buchan. They were
quite a contrast to each other in their movements. The
former had a jaunty majestic gait when walking (what
we call a ‘swashy’ appearance). The other went amb-



TYPES OF OLD BUCHAN COWS. 75

ling along with her nose quite near the ground. Both
types were famed for their milking qualities, and especi-
ally their fine-flavoured butter.”

Mr James Smith, Burnshangie, writing of the polled
cattle formerly in Buchan, says: “On some of the larger
farms in this neighbourhood, the markings of the different
families or stocks would seem to have been very distinct
and preserved. They went by the names of the different
farms on ‘which they were bred. Thus, the Strichen
breed were mostly brindled ; while at Gowanfold, in
Rathen, there was a belted race—black animals with a
white belt round their waist. There was also a ‘rigget’
race, or black with a white ridge along the back. The
most general sorts, however, were black, or black with a
little white below, and about the legs, a white udder being
regarded as the sign of a good milker. There was also
another very good sort, black with a brown back. The
cows—of course I am speaking of the better sorts-—were
deep, wide, roomy animals,—a necessary feature; and
their milking-properties, which were good, were carefully
cultivated. T recollect well the Skillymarno polled stock.
They were black with white udder, and generally a white
spot in the face. Some of them came as a ‘tocher’ [mar-
riage dowry] with Skillymarno’s daughter, on her marriage
to the tenant of the next farm to my father’s. Here they
were several times crossed with good Shorthorn bulls;
but although they became blue in colour, no scurs were
ever seen upon them. I happened to mention this to one
of the Messrs Cruickshank of Sittyton, who remarked that
he could quite understand it, for they had obtained a
polled cow from the late Mr John Hutchinson of Mony-
ruy ; and after her progeny had been crossed for five gen-
erations with Shorthorn bulls, neither horns nor scurs
appeared. The nearest approach to the best types of our
old Buchan cows that I can recollect seeing is old ¢ Char-
lotte of Fyvie,” purchased by Lord Southesk at the disper-
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sion sale at Fyvie in 1881. Mr Auld’s 270-guinea cow
[Pride of Aberdeen 9th 3253] is also a good deal of the
same stamp.”

Formerly, both in Angus and Aberdeen, the breed em-
braced a variety of colours as well as difference in size.
Black, with some white spots on the underline, was the
prevailing colour. Some were brindled — dark-red and
black stripes alternately ; others were red; others brown;
and a few what Youatt called “silver-coloured yellow.”
But since systematic improvement was commenced in
thorough earnest, all shades of colour excepting black
have been at a discount,—indeed almost entirely “dis-
honoured.” Now the cry is, “black and all black.” It
is not easy, however, to wholly obliterate features that
have at any time been characteristic of a race of stock ;
and even in the “best regulated families” a “reversion”
to one or other of these unpopular shades of colour still
occasionally displays itself. A shade of brown is not
rejected, and not a few of the best-looking and most
highly priced animals of recent years have had some
white about the underline, chiefly around the udder. Red
or brindled, however, are wholly inadmissible; and when
animals of these shades do appear, they are not bred from.
In most herds one or two red calves have appeared, but
a brindled calf is now rarely dropped. But while these
colours are unpopular, it should be remembered that they
do not denote impurity. They simply indicate that an
ancient characteristic of the breed, which modern fancy
has doomed to extinction, has in the mysterious workings
of nature been able to temporarily reassert itself.

And here it may be well to draw a distinction between
those occasional unwelcome cases of “ harking back” to
discounted colours, and another deviation from the rule
which now and again appears in some strains in the form
of “scurs.” These “scurs” are small, rounded pieces of
horn, without horn-cores, and attached loosely to the head.
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We do not regard them as a recurrence of an original
characteristic, but rather as denoting contact in compara-
tively recent times with some horned race. We have seen
that both in Forfarshire and Aberdeenshire a race of
horned cattle has from time immemorial—at least as far
back as history and tradition carry us—existed alongside
the ancestors of the improved polled breed, the former
occupying the higher, and the latter the lower ground.
‘We have no record of any systematic combination of the
two races; but a hundred years ago, and even less, farmers
saw no special advantage in keeping any breed absolutely
pure from generation to generation. They had not then
learned—what not a few personally interested in the sub-
ject have even yet to learn—the value of an- unstained
pedigree. It may therefore be concluded that the polled
and horned varieties were in these days occasionally inter-
mixed. Moreover, we have it on record that, towards the
end of the last century and early in the present, the
Buchan “humlies ” were crossed with. Ayrshires, and the
horned breed of Fife and other races; and the Angus
“doddies” with Ayrshires and other breeds. Youatt tells
us, no doubt on Mr Hugh Watson’s own authority, that the
latter gentleman’s famous Smithfield heifer, already re-
ferred to, “had a remote dash of Guernsey blood in her.”
In these circumstances, and in view of the known tendency
of peculiarities in remote ancestors to display themselves
from time to time, it is only natural that now and again
an animal of the breed should appear with “scurs.” They
are scarcely ever seen on females. Some strains are more
liable to them than others. In no family are they of
frequent occurrence, and in some they have never once
been observed. No effort should be spared to eradicate
them from the breed. No animal showing the least sign
of “scurs” should on any account be used for breeding
purposes. If we had to choose between the two evils, we
would much rather breed from a red animal than from one
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with “scurs.” The one feature is foreign to the breed ; the
other simply not in accordance with modern fancy.

From the earliest accounts of the Angus and Aberdeen
polls, it would seem that they were even then noted for
symmetry of form, and that most of them were small in
size. They were generally so small, in fact, that oxen of
the breed were not considered suitable for the ordinary
light farm-work of a hundred years ago. It would seem
also that they have always been thick, low-set, round, very
compact, fine in the bone, with soft hair, mellow skin,
rich cover of flesh, fine head, hardy constitution, and great
aptitude to fatten, their beef being of the finest quality,
and beautifully mixed. The polled Aberdeen or Angus
cattle of to-day are just magnified animals of the same
type. Most of the good points they formerly possessed
have been still further developed, and brought to a higher
condition of usefulness ; while some defects that character-
ised the breed a hundred years ago have been wholly or
partially removed. There has been a very great improve-
ment in size during the present century. They are now
large cattle—scarcely inferior,indeed, in weight to any other
variety in the country. At a casual glance they seem
decidedly smaller than average Shorthorns; but on closer
examination, or on the “scales,” the difference is generally
found to be much less than had at first sight been sup-
posed, and often disappears altogether. As a rule, polled
animals are lower-set, or thicker and more compact, than
average Shorthorns—the latter being more “pointy,” and
longer in the legs.

The ancient symmetry of the breed has been more than
maintained, and now in this respect it is surpassed by no
other breed in the British Isles, or perhaps anywhere else. A
really good northern poll leaves very little to be desired in
the symmetry of its parts. The improved race have wider
and better sprung ribs than their ancestors had, and are
also longer and better filled. up from the hooks backwards,
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as well as more richly fleshed, finer in the bone, of superior
quality, and sweeter and more gay, especially about the
head. Their general fattening-properties too, notably in
regard to early maturity, have been very greatly improved.
Some admirers of the breed, who have a distinct recollec-
tion of the animals that gained fame in show-yards twenty-
five or thirty years ago, maintain that, in comparison with
these, the show-yard animals of to-day exhibit little or no
improvement. They admit that there has been great
improvement in the “rank and file” of the breed, and
that a much greater number of good specimens are seen
in the show-yards now than formerly ; but some of those
celebrated animals that a quarter of a century ago en-
listed their warm admiration, have never in- their eyes
been excelled. The same statements have been heard in
regard to almost every breed of live stock in the country;
but while in some instances they may be perfectly accurate,
we believe that as a rule they are not so. We judge
all things by comparison; and we believe that as we
watch the progress of a breed that is being constantly
improved, our standard of comparison becomes higher
unconsciously. We cannot help believing, especially if
full value were given to character or appearance of
“Dbreeding,” that better animals of the polled Aberdeen or
Angus breed have been shown within recent years than
were to be seen a quarter of a century ago; and we are
probably not far wrong in attributing the contrary impres-
sion, which has been mentioned, to the fact that those who
hold that impression have not made full allowance for the
higher standard of comparison which their long experience
must almost of necessity have brought them to apply.

In general form a model polled animal differs consider-
ably from a model Shorthorn. Both should be lengthy,
deep, wide, even, proportionate, and cylindrical. The
polled animal, however, should be more truly cylindrical
in the body than the Shorthorn. Its points should be
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more quickly rounded off; or, in other words, the frame
of the polled animal is not so fully drawn out to the
square as that of the Shorthorn. Critics have pointed out
in some of the best polled animals now or recently living,
a tendency to approach too nearly to the square type of
the Shorthorn. In a beef-producing animal, a broad,
square frame can hardly be said to be a blemish; for if
it is thoroughly well covered all over, it will carry more
beef than a rounder frame. A compact, well-rounded
frame, however, has always been a leading characteristic
of the polled breed, and the main reason why a square
Shorthorn-looking frame is objected to in a polled animal
is, that such a form is foreign to the breed, and therefore
apt to arouse suspicions of impurity. The admirers of the
breed claim for it valuable natural properties not found to
an equal extent in any other breed ; and they fear that
should the breed lose its characteristically natural ap-
pearance, it may also lose its superiority in those valu-
able properties—* the genuine article should always bear
its trade-mark.” Careful improvers of the breed are
specially particular as to the hind-quarters. While they
aim at developing long, level, thick, deep quarters, they
also strive to retain the rounded appearance which was.
originally one of the dominant characteristics of the
breed.

The head of the polled male should not be large, but
should be handsome and neatly set on. The muzzle
should be fine; the nostrils wide ; the distance from the
nostrils to the eyes of only moderate length ; the eyes
mild, large, and expressive ; the poll high; the ears of
fair size, lively, and well covered with hair; the throat
clean, with no development of skin and flesh beneath the
Jaws, which should not be heavy; the neck pretty long,
clean, and rising from the head to the shoulder-top, and
surmounted by a moderate “crest,” which contributes to
masculine appearance—a desirable point in a bull. The
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neck should pass neatly and evenly into the body, with
full neck-vein. The shoulder-blades should lie well back-
wards, fitting neatly ¢nto the body, and not lying awkwardly
outside it : they should show no undue prominence on the
shoulder-top, on the points, or at the elbow. An upright
shoulder in cattle is generally accompanied by a light
waist—an important, and in all breeds a much too
common, defect. The chest should be wide and deep, so
as to give plenty of room for lung-development. The
bosom should stand well forward between the fore-legs,
and underneath should be well covered with flesh-and
fat. The crops should be full and level, with no falling
off behind them ; the ribs well sprung, springing out
barrel-like, and neatly joined to the crops and loins; the
back level and broad; the loins broad and strong; the
hook-bones not too wide—narrower than in an average
Shorthorn ; the quarters long, even, and rounded, with no
hollow from the hooks to the tail; the tail should come
neatly out of the body, not too far up the back, and not
higher at the root than the line of the back. A high tail-
head was to some extent characteristic of the ancient
polled breed, but it is one of the defects that are being
gradually removed by the more scientific systems of
breeding now pursued.

Some good polled cattle, too, have been found to show a
development of soft worthless flesh and fat on the rounds
behind ; but that defect, which is disliked very much, is
also almost obliterated. The tail should hang straight
down, close to the body all the way till it comes near to
the level of the flank. On both sides of the tail the quar-
ters should turn away in a rounded manner, swelling out
downwards, and ultimately passing into thick deep thighs.
The twist should be full, and the hind-legs set well apart,
and not detached from the body until the level of the
flank is reached. The flank should be full and soft, so that
a good handful may be got out of it. The bottom line

F
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should be as even as the top and side lines; and the bones
of the legs fine, flat, and clean, with ‘plenty of muscle and
flesh above the knees on the fore-legs. The body should
stand neatly and gracefully on the legs; and when the
animal is stationary, the fore-legs should be perfectly
straight, and the hind-legs very slightly bent forwards
below the hock. All over the frame there should be
a rich and even coating of flesh. Even the hook-bones,
and other prominent parts, should be well covered ; and
above all, there should be no patchiness—no hollows, and
no rolls of hard flesh, with spaces of soft useless fat be-
tween them, such as are always found in a patchy animal.
Except in rare cases, the skin is fairly thick, but soft and
pliable: it ought to be so free over the ribs, as that one
could fill one’s hand of it. The hair is, as a rule, not
long, but fairly thick and soft; and in the best animals
shows two growths, or rather two lengths—one short and
thick, and the other longer and thinner. When walking, a
good animal of the breed presents a very compact, graceful,
and symmetrical appearance. Indeed it is fairly enough
claimed for the breed that in these and in some other
respects it has hardly any equals, and no superiors. The
above description refers more correctly to bulls than to
cows. The latter, of course, differ considerably in char-
acter. The head is much finer, the neck thinner and
cleaner, with no crest; the shoulder-top sharper; the bone
altogether finer; the skin not quite so thick; the udder
large, and milk-vessels large and well-defined.

In appearance, as well as in other characteristics, the
polled Aberdeen or Angus breed differs substantially from
the polled Galloway race. The former has lived under a dry
cold climate, and has been fed in the house during a large
part of the year. The latter has its home in a moist
climate, and has spent much more of its time in the open
fields. The differences between the two are just such as
might be expected from their different conditions of life.
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The Galloway, as already noted, has a thicker skin and
stronger coat of hair, and has altogether a slightly more
shaggy appearance than the northern polled cattle, and
does not mature quite so quickly.

It is claimed that the northern polls surpass all other
races of cattle in the production of beef. On that point
there is of course considerable difference of opinion ; for at
the present day, when the beef-producing properties of
our other leading breeds, notably the Shorthorn and Here-
ford, have been developed to so high a degree, it could not
be expected that with anything like unanimity any one
breed would be accorded the premier position. Be that as
it may, we think the polled Aberdeen or Angus breed
may safely be said to be inferior to none as all-round
beef-cattle, and superior to all others in some respects.
The brilliant and unequalled position it has latterly taken,
alike in the show-yard and market-place, sufficiently estab-
lishes its claim to that description. -Its show-yard achieve-
ments will be fully noticed afterwards. Here it may be
noted, that at the Paris Exhibition in 1878 it carried off
every single honour for which it was entitled to-compete,
including the £100 prize for the best group of beef-produc-
ing cattle in the Exhibition; and that in British show-
yards, both fat stock and breeding, it has attained to a
leading position. In a strictly butcher’s point of view, it
has very seldom to yield to any other race of cattle.

The superiority over most other breeds, for the butcher’s
purpose, lies mainly in the excellent quality of beef, and
in the high percentage of dead meat to live weight.
As a rule, the beef of the northern polls is very well
mixed, and contains a greater proportion of compact,
finely grained flesh, and less soft, coarse fat, than most
other kinds of beef Inside, the carcass is usually well
lined with fat of the finest quality; while in the density
and quality of the carcass itself, the breed may fairly
enough claim the premier position among all our leading
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breeds of cattle. Some place the small Devon breed
alongside, if not even before it, in this respect; but with
that exception, we do not think that any other breed in the
British Isles will on an average yield so high a percentage
of dead meat to live weight. In butchers’ phraseology,
it “dies” well and “cuts up” admirably. In all the
leading fat-stock markets in the country the breed is held
in high estimation, and, as a rule, commands the very
highest prices—in fact, generally a higher price in com-
parison to its size and live weight than any of the other
leading breeds. This is especially the case at the great -
Smithfield Christmas Market in London, where tle plump
compact polls from the north never fail to find a ready
sale at the highest quotations.

The breed is specially adapted for crossing with Short-
horns. Indeed, perhaps the very best beef-producing
animal that has as yet been reared is a cross between a
Shorthorn bull and a polled cow. Throughout the north-
east of Scotland that system of crossing is pursued very
extensively. Nearly nine-tenths of the famous Aberdeen-
shire beeves, so highly prized in the London market, are
crosses between these two breeds. The best system is to
mate the polled cow and the Shorthorn bull; but the
reverse system, which, owing to the scarcity of polled
cows, is freely practised, also gives excellent results.

It is noticeable that, as a rule, those of these crosses
that approach the most nearly to the Shorthorn type are,
if anything, the largest in appearance, and attain the
greatest live weight. It is equally well known, however,
that those which most closely resemble the polled breed not
only bring the highest price when fat, and yield a larger
percentage of dead meat to live weight, but also command
the greatest number of customers and the readiest sale.
An influential cattle-salesman in England stated the other
day, that for a black polled ox or heifer, or even a cow, he
could find three buyers for one who would bid for an
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animal of any other variety ; and that the longer he stood
“week after week behind cattle in the markets,” his
estimate of black polled cattle as beef-producers became
greater and greater. At local fairs and sales of farm-
stock throughout the north-east of Scotland, lean black
polled one and two year old cattle generally bring from
£1 to £2 per head more than a corresponding class of roan
horned crosses. An Aberdeen butcher of long and exten-
sive experience states, that he considers it safe to give
about 5s. more per cwt. for a well-fed polled animal than
for a similarly finished horned cross.

Among some not directly acquainted with the improved
Aberdeen or Angus cattle, an idea has prevailed that the
breed is slow in coming to maturity—that it grows slowly
and fattens slowly. Formerly that may have been the
case; indeed there is no doubt that it was. Now, how-
ever, the breed has been so greatly improved in that respect
that it matures almost as early as any of the other leading
breeds. When well fed from their birth, good specimens
of the breed become ripe at the age of from twenty-four to
twenty-eight months; and it is also worthy of note that
animals of the breed that are being fattened will retain the
levelness and quality of their flesh longer than those of
most other kinds. At the Smithfield Club Show in Lon-
don in 1879, the highest increase in weight per day from
birth was shown by a two-year-and-nine-months-old steer
of the polled Aberdeen or Angus breed, shown by Sir
William Gordon Gordon Cumming, Bart. of Altyre, and
bred by Mr Grant, Advie. At the Smithfield Club Showin
London in 1880, the average daily increase in weight of the
six steers of the polled Aberdeen and Angus breed under
three years old was 1.78 1b., and that of the corresponding
class of Shorthorn steers, 1.79 1b. 1In 1881 Sir W. G. G.
Cumming won the Smithfield Champion Cup, and the cups
for the best steer or ox and best heifer or cow, with two
polled animals, each under three years old,



86 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BREED.

Since the rage for “ young beef” became so strong as' it
now is, a great many polled cattle have been fed off when
from twenty-four to thirty months old; and at that age
good animals bring from £25 to £35, 4 few even exceeding
the latter sum. In the London Christmas market, choice
three-year-old black polled bullocks bring from £40 to
£48, and even in some cases over £80. In some years the
late Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour obtained an average of
more than £50 a-head for his best lot in the Smithfield
market, and he sometimes exceeded £44 a-head all over.
Great weights have been reached by specially good animals.
Mr M‘Combie’s celebrated ox Black Prince—the champion
of 1867 already mentioned—came within a fraction of a
ton in dead weight ; while his prize ox at Poissy in 1857
weighed 2728 1b. at the age of 4 years and 4 months. A
prize bull bred by Mr M‘Combie, and the sire of one of
the Tillyfour prize oxen at Poissy in 1862, was slaughtered
at the age of two years, and his dead weight exceeded
14 cwt. The champion heifer Beauty, bred-by Mr
William Brown, Linkwood, Elgin, and the winner of many
show-yard honours to Mr James Reid, Greystone, Mr John
Cran, Kirkton, and others, was found to weigh, when
slaughtered at the age of four years, more than 16 cwt.
Two prize polled oxen bred by Mr Stephen, Conglass,
weighed 16} cwt. each in the carcass, and were sold at
£80 and £75 respectively. The prices obtained in
the London Christmas market afford a fair indication of
the weights of the best class of polled.bullocks when fully
fattened. Some years ago, cattle intended for that great
market were kept till three and a half or four years old—
in certain cases even longer—and then 11,12, and 13 cwt.
(dead weight) were common weights. Now the majority
average from thirty to thirty-four months, and at that age
the dead weight generally ranges from 7 to 8 or 9 cwt.
Some choice animals even exceed 10 cwt.; and the average
of good well-finished thirty-month bullocks would be from,
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8 to 8% cwt. Two-year-old polled bullocks, reared and
fed in the ordinary way—that is to say, without any
special forcing—usually bring, on an average, from £28 to
£32 a-head.

Half a century ago the northern polled cattle were
noted for their great milking-powers. Youatt mentions
that the polled cows of Buchan, small as they then (1832-
35) were, gave from 3 to 4 gallons—from 12 to 16
quarts—of milk per day, and sometimes even as much as
7 gallons, or 28 quarts. The improvers of the breed
have as a rule aimed chiefly at developing beef-producing
properties; and thus the cultivation of milking-powers
has to some extent been neglected. As a rule, however,
the northern polls give a good account of themselves in
the dairy. Several tribes are excellent milkers, over 16
quarts per day being obtained from many cows; and we
feel convinced that, with a little care on the part of
breeders, the race might be brought into a prominent
position among dairy cattle. The milk of the breed is
noted for its quality, which is superior to that of the
milk from several other breeds. The late Earl of Airlie,
writing to the ‘North British Agriculturist’ on December
26, 1879, in reference to the milking-properties of the
breed, says: “I have at present seventeen pure polled Angus
milch-cows in my dairy. The greater number of these
give from 12 to 14, and sometimes 16, Scotch pints for a
considerable time after calving. The milk is admitted to
be much richer than that of either the Shorthorn or the
Ayrshire. As regards the length of time for which they
will continue to give milk, my cow Belle of Airlie 1959,
dam of Belus 749, as pure a polled animal as any in
the ¢ Herd Book, used to be milked all the year round.
Last year when I was from home they left off milking
her about a month before she calved, and she died of
milk fever, induced, as I believe, by the circumstance
that she had not been relieved of her superabundant
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milk. The cow, Miss Macpherson 1252, of the Erica
tribe, which I purchased recently of Mr Adamson, is now
giving 6 Scotch pints a day, more than nine and a half
months after calving.” Writing at a later date on the
same point, the Earl of Airlie says: “The Scotch pint
to which I referred is a measure of 12 gills, equal
to 3 imperial pints, or 1} imperial quarts. When
I wrote on this subject I had some cows that (newly
calved) gave 14 Scotch pints or 21 English quarts; and
one cow, I think, 15 pints or 22} English quarts. I have
now some cows that are giving as much as 12-Scotch
pints, or 18 English quarts, daily, though quite three
months calved. The cows are milked three times a-day,
which I believe to be the usual practice in Scotland. I
do not know the weight, as the pint and quart are mea-
sures of capacity, so that of course the weight depends
on the specific gravity of the milk. But it is admitted,
I believe, that the milk of the polled Angus is richer in
cream than that of either the Shorthorn or Ayrshire.”

The northern polls have risen rapidly in public estima-
tion within the past ten or fifteen years. Their reputation
may now be said to be world wide. Animals of the breed
have been exported to the Australian colonies, to the Con-
tinent of Europe, to South America, and to Canada and
the United States. In the two latter countries an exceed-
ingly keen demand has sprung up for them, and it is pro-
bable that within the past eighteen months more than 500
specimens of the breed have erossed the Atlantic. The
cry from the United States is still“for more polls, and it
is probable that although every animal of the breed now
in this country were sent across to them, the wants of our
transatlantic cousins would still be unsatisfied.

This great expansion in the demand for the northern
polls has of course brought forth a corresponding increase
in their market value. About twelve months ago good
polled cows, with ordinary pedigrees, would have sold at
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from 30 to 45 guineas; while females of the better bred
and more distinguished families gave from 50 to 100
guineas on an average. Since then, prices have risen by
at least 50 per cent, and still higher figures could be
obtained for choice animals if their owners could be in-
duced to part with them. The highest sum yet paid
for one animal was that (270 guineas) given for Pride
of Aberdeen 9th 3253, by Mr R. C. Auld, Bridgend, at
the Tillyfour dispersion sale in 1880.
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CHAPTER VI

NOTES ON SOME EARLY POLLED CATTLE.

Inaccurate entries in vol. i. of ¢ Polled Herd Book’—Statement by the
late Mr Fullerton, Mains of Ardestie, on breeding of cow Black Meg
766, and bull Panmure 51—Communication from Dr Simpson, Mary-
kirk, regarding sire of Panmure 51—Mr Collier, Hatton, on the breed-
ing of Panmure 51—Errors in entries of Keillor cattle—Confusion as
to bulls Old Jock 1 and Grey-breasted Jock 2—Account of the Keillor
Jocks—The Keillor cows Favourite and Beauty—Supplementary infor-
mation respecting the pedigrees of the bulls Monarch 44 and the
Tillyfour Victors.

HAvING traced the progress and improvement of the
polled breed, we might now proceed to notice the leading
herds. In order, however, to render the account of them in-
telligible, it is necessary to interpose some remarks regard-
ing a few of the early celebrated polled cattle whose pedigrees
have been inaccurately or imperfectly recorded in vol. i. of
the ‘Herd Book.” In stating the unquestionable fact that the
‘Herd Book’ entries of several of the animals that were most
employed to effect the early improvement of the breed are
in a state of confusion, we have not the slightest intention
of reflecting on the way in which Mr Ravenscroft per-
formed the duties of editor of vol. i. There is evidence
that he discharged his work with care, and that he put
himself to a good deal of trouble in endeavouring to secure
accuracy. We believe the errors have been caused in great
measure by the untoward circumstances that attended the
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production of the first volume. The collection of materials
for vol. i. was commenced in 1842. The whole of the
documents were deposited for safety in the Museum of the
Highland and Agricultural Society in Edinburgh, and when
the fire took place in the buildings there in 1851, they were
unfortunately all destroyed. The loss was irreparable.
Mainly through the instrumentality of the Earl of South-
esk the work was again begun in 1857, but it was
not until 1862 that the first volume of the ‘Herd Book’ was
actually published. In the interval, several of the finest
polled herds in the country were attacked with rinderpest
or pleuro-pneumonia. In some cases only a wreck of
formerly magnificent herds remained after the devasta-
tion wrought by these fell diseases, and more than one
of the fragments had been finally dispersed ere the first
volume made its appearance. It must also be said that
private notes of pedigrees were not systematically re-
tained by many breeders; and Mr Ravenscroft has stated
that “in some cases where assistance was naturally looked
for, obstacles were thrown in the way of procuring infor-
mation.”

If in 1862 it was not easy to obtain reliable details
regarding the breeding of several of the early registered
polled cattle, we need scarcely remark that the task is
now much more difficult of accomplishment. We are
pleased to say, however, that after the most careful investi-
gations, we have succeeded in procuring information which
we think clears away several of the more glaring inaccura-
cies in vol. i. It is to be hoped that breeders may not
long be without a revised edition of the first volume of the
‘Herd Book,” with corrections made under the authority
of the Polled Cattle Society. The interests of the breed
demand that this should be undertaken without undue
delay, and it is rendered more necessary by the fact that
the first volume is out of print. We shall refer in the
first place to—
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The Cow Black Meg 766, and the Bull Panmure 51.

Hundreds of polled animals, many of them among the
most famous of the breed, are descended from Mr Fuller-
ton’s cow Black Meg 766, and Lord Panmure’s bull Pan-
mure 51. The pedigrees of these two animals, as printed
in vol. i. of the ‘Herd Book, are altogether misleading.
Black Meg 766 has had placed before her name an
asterisk, the sign adopted to distinguish the Galloway
from the Aberdeen or Angus cattle, when the pedigrees of
both breeds were recorded in the same ¢ Herd Book, and
Panmure 51 is said to have been out of Black Meg 766.
These are two very serious inaccuracies. The name of the
sire of Panmure is not given, and the whole antecedents
of these two celebrated animals are, so far as the ¢ Herd
Book’ entries go, shrouded in complete mystery. Breeders
of polled cattle are under a debt of gratitude to Mr Thomas
F. Jamieson, Mains of Waterton, Ellon, for having con-
ducted such investigations as have solved the difficulties
which arose from the erroneous entries of these animals.
Writing to us under date 9th February 1882, Mr Jamie-
son says: “ When I occupied the post of Fordyce Lecturer
at Marischal College, Aberdeen, I devoted some attention
to the subject of polled cattle along with other matters,
and I found that all the best blood of the Aberdeen and
Angus doddies traced back to three fountain-heads—viz.,
1st, Mr Fullerton’s Black Meg; 2nd, the bull Panmure,
from Brechin Castle; and 3rd, the Keillor Jocks. Unfor-
tunately the first volume of the ‘ Herd Book’ is a complete
mass of confusion in regard to the pedigrees and history
of these animals at least; and I therefore considered my-
self very fortunate in getting from Mr Fullerton himself
authentic communications giving me all that he, the pos-
sessor of Black Meg and Panmure, knew about these
animals.” Mr Jamieson has kindly furnished us with
the more important parts of Mr Fullerton’s statements
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addressed to him at various times in the years 1872 and
1873, and we feel privileged in being able to place them
before our readers. Mr Fullerton wrote from Mains of
Ardestie as follows:—

“I was fortunate at Ardovie in 1833 in starting to
breed doddies—as we then called the breed—from a few
cows of excellent milking-qualities. To no cow I then
had was I more beheld than to a cow called Black Meg.
She was a most wonderful beast this, and a great milker,
and steady all the year round, although in her latter years
she did fall off in this respect a good deal; but then I
suppose she was having calves up to nearly twenty years
of age. I shall never forget how her calves dwindled
down in size; but it mattered not after we got hold of
them—we had only to milk them well, and they all came
to have size enough. To describe this cow. She was low
on her legs, as otherwise, but of lengthy and heavy build,
on small bone. Her back was straight as a rash, and her
tail so well set on that you would mnever tire to stand
behind her and to look along her back. Then her hooks
were so level, wide enough and not too wide. Then her
ears and eyes full and sticking well out ; then her beautiful
jaw and muzzle, with fine, good-natured expression of face,
were such, and when taken as a whole, why one could
stand and look at Meg and not weary for a whole hour, as
she chewed the cud! Then her hair—my eye, such hair | —
‘we shall never see the like again;’ of the best quality,
and on to her flanks you could almost hide your hand in
it. She had a streaked udder, had a knack of having
quey calves, and in the colour of their udders they stuck
to the old lady’s pattern. My cow, Queen of Ardovie 29,
daughter of Black Meg, was very like her mother in some
points, but was a heavier and more stately cow. Princess
of Ardovie 831, daughter of the Queen, was also a magni-
ficent cow. 1 sold her to the late Mr Watson, Keillor, for,
Ithink, 28 guineas—a big price in those days. She calved
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the day she arrived at Keillor. Mr Watson afterwards
showed her in Ireland, where she beat all comers, and he
sold her for 60 guineas. Her calf was a quey she had at
Keillor, and I bought it at Mr Watson’s sale in 1847 for
35 guineas. I had only one calf out of this quey (Princess
Daughter 832), when in 1859 pleuro-pneumonia got
amongst my herd of pure polled—I cannot tell how—and
between the 8th of January and 1st of June I had the
misfortune to bury about 100 head of as well-bred cattle
as ever were in any one’s possession, reckoning that I had
one way or other met with a loss of £2000. I have twice
since commenced to breed the polled sort, and for a second
and third time have I been all but cleared out by that fell
disease, pleuro-pneumonia, and I am now frightened to
keep a 60-guinea beast, and am breeding from £25 cows
with a Shorthorn bull. I find these cows terrible eaters,
and often wish I had a few Black Megs, Queens, and
Princesses. The big brutes of cows I have, I am con-
vinced, eat a third more food than ever I saw doddies
do; and I do not find we are so well served with milk,
and I feed higher than I ever fed the blacks, nor is the
milk of that rich quality my old favourites used to supply
me with. So much as to the milking-qualities of the
black polled breed, and the ready tendency to fatten and
also to milk well that all cows of the breed have as
well as their progeny, who are of good mellow handle, and
have plenty of good hair.

“The famous bull Panmure 51 was not bred by me at
all, but by the late Lord Panmure, from whom I bought
the bull when a year and a half old. He was out of a cow
called Black Meg, belonging to his lordship, not certainly
to me—and I never at any time said so. It is a misprint
altogether of Mr Ravenscroft, the editor of vol. i. of the
‘Herd Book,” to confuse in the way he has done Black
Meg of Ardovie with Black Meg of Panmure. I do not
think at the time the late Lord Panmure bred this bull



BLACK MEG 766 AND PANMURE 51. 95

that he had over three or four polled cows in all; and
certain I am of this—he had no Galloways. Therefore a
double mistake occurs by Mr Ravenscroft placing either
my Black Meg or his lordship’s Black Meg amongst the
Galloway cows in the  Herd Book.” As for me, I never
had a beast of the Galloway blood in my life; and at an
early period of the existence of the Eastern Forfarshire
Association (about the end of the last or beginning of the
present century), a trial to introduce the Galloway blood
into this county not succeeding at all well, the late Lord
Panmure, the then—and indeed he was the perpetual—
President of this Society, had ever afterwards an utter dis-
like to the Galloway breed, and, as is well known by many
in this county to this day, would not have tolerated the
existence of a beast of this breed in any moor, park, or
paddock on his wide domain. Therefore his Black Meg
was not a Galloway. But the bull Panmure is on canvas
in the Mechanics’ Hall, Brechin, painted by the great J.
Phillip ; also he is now before me and on canvas by the
same great man, and presented to me by the late Lord
Panmure; and let any judge look at these paintings, and
say if he sees the very slightest resemblance to the Gallo-
way breed. Not he! No! Half a judge would even say
so. His elegant head and stately outline would at a glance
at once bring out such a remark as, ¢ There has been no
Galloway blood there—no, no!’

“Further, as to Black Meg of Ardovie 766, where did
she come from? I purchased this cow from an excellent
man now no more — Mr Thomas Fawns, cattle-dealer,
Brechin. He brought her from the north, and I always
understood that she was bred in Buchan, although I think
Mr Fawns got the cow off the estate of Mr Arbuthnot in
the Mearns. She cost scarce £15; yet in those days she
was looked upon as bought at rather a foolish price. For
all that, I know not of any other three five-pound notes I
ever laid out so profitably.
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“The bull Panmure 51, again, and as to his dam.
Neither was the price of this bull a bad investment. His
price at eighteen months old was £17, 17s. While Black
Meg of Ardovie was a great bearer of quey calves, this
bull was a great getter of males. I saw him stand as
winner of the third prize at Aberdeen with his two sons,
Monarch 44, and the Colonel, both bred by me, standing
beside their father—Monarch having the first and Colonel
the second prize. Of course Panmure was by this time
some eight or nine years old, and so wanted to some ex-
tent the outline and sprightliness of a three or even a five
year old. Still, and to make -allowance for the service he
had rendered, there would have been ‘but small mistake,
if any, to have made his sons stand below him. I do not
think I have ever seen such a dashing three-year-old as he
was at Dundee in 1843.

“As to Black Meg of Panmure, dam of the bull Pan-
mure, I think I only saw her once, and all T recollect of
her is that she had a large streaked udder, and, if T am
correct, was amazingly well ribbed; also a very strong
cow. Who the bull Panmure’s father was I am not
certain.”

These most valuable communications from Mr Fuller-
ton still left one point uncertain—viz., the sire of Pan-
mure 51. Mr Jamieson, in his indefatigable efforts to
procure reliable information, accordingly prosecuted his
inquiries further. He received from Dr Simpson of Mary-
kirk, in Kincardineshire, the following interesting letter,
which we have Mr Jamieson’s permission to quote. The
letter is dated September 30, 1873, and reads :—

“As soon as I thought the harvest would be finished, I
went over to have an interview with David Fullerton,
who was grieve to the late Lord Panmure at Brechin
Castle, when the famous polled bull Panmure was calved.
David states that he was out of the cow Black Meg ; that
his sire was a black bull very like the calf himself, from
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the farm of Feruyflatt, parish of Kinneff, at that time
farmed by Robert Hector. David mentions that during
the seventeen years he was grieve at Brechin Castle, there
were none of the Shorthorn cattle ever there. Their dairy
cows were pure Ayrshires, and were always kept strictly
separate from the black polled cattle. He also tells me
that Panmure was ultimately bought by Mr M‘Combie of
Tillyfour, and remembers well- that, previous to that pur-
chase, the Forfarshire breeders always beat the Aberdeen-
shire ones, but after that, vice versa.”

We may explain that it was Mr Farquharson Taylor,
Wellhouse, Alford, who bought Panmure 51, after he had
gained the first prize at the Highland Society’s show in
1843. -

Steps were taken in 1876 to rectify the errors in these
pedigrees in the ¢ Herd Book.” Mr Fullerton wrote a letter,
dated 20th October 1876, to the editor of the ‘ Herd Book,
making a short declaration similar in substance to that
given in the foregoing; and breeders possessing vol, i. of
the < Herd Book’ were requested to delete the asterisk pre-
fixed to the entry of Black Meg 766, as well as the-words
signifying that she was the dam of Panmure 51. As
regards the bull Panmure, it was ascertained from Mr
John Collier, Hatton, Arbroath, that he purchased his dam
in the year 1839 for Lord Panmure. The purchase was
made from Mr Silver of Netherley, and “it was understood
that the cow was bred in Buchan,” The sire of Panmure
was certiied by Mr Collier to have been a bull named
Hector, bred by Mr Hector, Fernyflatt. This bull does not
seem to be entered in the ¢ Herd Book’ It was decided
to regard Black Meg 766 as the cow that belonged to Mr
Fullerton, and that produced his Queen of Ardovie 29 ;
and to hold that the dam of Panmure 51, Black Meg,
belonging to Lord Panmure (of whom Mr Collier testified
that she had not a drop of Galloway blood in her), had
not been registered.

G



98 NOTES ON SOME EARLY POLLED CATTLE.

These very unfortunate inaccuracies have thus been
corrected since the appearance of vol. iv. of the ¢ Herd
Book,” but the facts are made still more clear by the pub-
lication of Mr Fullerton’s and Dr Simpson’s interesting
correspondence with Mr Jamieson.

The Keillor Jocks.

Mr Hugh Watson’s herd at Keillor was one of those
that, in the period that elapsed between the inception and
the actual publication of the first volume of the ‘Herd
Book,’ had been scourged by pleuro-pneumonia, and had
been finally dispersed. To the causes we have indicated
as explanatory of the confusion that occurred in many of
the entries in vol. i. has to be added, in the case of the
Keillor herd, a defective system of nomenclature, most of Mr
Watson’s animals having been called by the same names.
There was a series of Jocks, distinguished merely by the
prefixes “Tarnty,” “Black,” “O0ld,” “Grey - breasted,”
“Young,” “Second,” &c. Then the females went under
the common names of “ Grannies,” “ Favourites,” or “ Beau-
ties.” It sometimes happened, too, that these names were
applied indiscriminately to different animals, aud it would
also seem that some at least of the Keillor entries were
made from recollection without the aid of documents.
Reference to such easily accessible authorities as show and
sale catalogues would have prevented several inaccuracies
that have occurred.

The chief errors in the Keillor pedigrees are those that
have crept into the entries of the bulls Old Jock 1 and
Grey-breasted Jock 2. The pedigree of Old Jock 1, as
given in vol. 1, is very meagre. It simply states that he
was bred by Hugh Watson, Keillor, and was the sire of
certain animals. A footnote mentions that he was “de-
scended by sire and dam from the old stock of Keillor
doddies, a herd which obtained celebrity so far back as
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1800. Old Jock gained the Highland Society’s first prize in
1844, and was sold for one hundred guineas.” We shall
here only state that in 1844 the Highland Society gave
no prizes for polled breeding stock. The pedigree of
Grey-breasted Jock 2 is thus printed in vol i.: “Calved,
1840. Bred by Hugh Watson, Keillor. Sire, Old Jock 1;
dam, Favourite 2. The footnote adds, “Grey-breasted
_ Jock obtained the Highland Society’s first prize at Dundee
in 1843, and at Inverness in 1846, and was afterwards
sold to Mr Kirkaldy, near Ballinasloe, and exhibited by
him at Londonderry in 1847, where he carried off the first
prize of the Royal Dublin Society. In 1852, at thirteen
years old, he gained the sweepstakes over all the bulls in
the yard at the Highland Society’s show at Perth.”

One inaccuracy in this entry is as to the dam of Grey-
breasted Jock. The dam is said to have been Favourite 2.
In the pedigree of Favourite 2 her sire is given as Grey-
breasted Jock 2—an evident impossibility, Then the
footnote mentions that Grey-breasted Jock 2 gained the
first prize at the Highland Society’s show at Dundee in
1843. According to the date of birth given in the ‘ Herd
Book,” Grey - breasted Jock would in 1843 have been
three years old, and if exhibited at Dundee must have
competed in the aged class. It is well known that the
first prize aged bull at Dundee in 1843 was Panmure 51.
It is next stated that Grey-breasted Jock was sold to Mr
Kirkaldy, near Ballinasloe, and gained for him the first
prize of the Royal Dublin Society at the show at London-
derry in 1847. The Royal Agricultural Society of Ireland
held a show at Londonderry in 1847, but the first-prize
bull was not exhibited by Mr Kirkaldy, and was not
Grey-breasted Jock. The first prize bull, shown by Mr
Watson, was an animal (erroneously entered in the catal-
ogue under the name of Strathmore) “calved in March
1842 ; bred by the exhibitor.” It will strike most people
as singular that if Grey-breasted Jock was sold to Mr Kirk-
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aldy in Ireland in 1847, he should have again turned up in

Mr Watson’s possession in 1852, and gained the sweep-

stakes at the Perth show of the Highland Society that
| year.

In the foregoing analysis of the recorded pedigrees and
statements in the ‘Herd Book’ as to Old Jock 1 and
Grey-breasted Jock 2, we have hinted at several obvious
contradictions. We have made minute inquiries into the
facts, and have compared the entries in vol. i with—
(1) published letters from Mr William Watson, son of Mr
Hugh Watson; (2) letters addressed to the authors, in
response to applications for information, by Mr Thomas
Ferguson, Kinnochtry, Coupar-Angus, a contemporary of
Mr Hugh Watson, and well acquainted with his stock ; (3)
Mr Hugh Watson’s sale catalogue at Auchtertyre in 1853 ;
(4) catalogues of the early shows of the Royal Agricultural
Society of Ireland; (5) extracts furnished to us by the
recorder of the Highland Society, Mr Thomas Duncan, of
the original entries of the Keillor bulls exhibited at the
shows of the Highland Society ; and (6) the private cata-
logue of the Tillyfour herd, dated 1850. We annex a
summary of the information gleaned from the evidence of
these authorities. It has been deemed advisable, so as to
make the statement as clear as possible, to give all that
we have been able to ascertain regarding the whole of the
bulls known as Jocks that were at Keillor, and to arrange
them in chronological order :—

(1.) The first Jock used at Keillor was the bull TARNTY
Jook, calved in 1806, and purchased by Mr Hugh Wat-
son at the Trinity Muir market, Brechin, in 1808. He is
not entered in the ¢ Herd Book.’

(2.) The sEcoND Jock was after Tarnty Jock, and out of
one of the cows which Hugh Watson received from his
father, William Watson, in 1808. This bull is not entered
in the ‘Herd Book.’

(3.) The third Jock, named BLAck Jock, was after Jock
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No. 2 in this list, and out of a sister of his own. This
appears to have been the bull that gained for Mr Watson
the first prize at the Highland Society’s show at Perth in
1829. He is not registered in the ‘ Herd Book.’

(4.) The fourth Jock was GREY-BREASTED Jock (No. 2
of ‘Herd Book’). e was calved in 1839. His sire was
Black Jock (No. 3 in this list), and his dam was a cow
closely inbred to himself, and not entered in the ¢ Herd
Book.” Grey-breasted Jock, of whom Mr William Watson
and Mr Ferguson have a distinet recollection, gained the
first prize at one of the shows of the Highland Society : it
is uncertain which. In 1843 he was exhibited at the
show of the Royal Agricultural Society of Ireland, at Bel-
fast, in the catalogue of which he is entered as * Jock, four
years and six months old.” He there gained the first pre-
mium of forty sovereigns and the medal. After the Bel-
fast show he was sold to Mr G. D. H. Kirkaldy, Hearnes-
brook, Eyrecourt, near Ballinasloe, and never returned to
Scotland. He is deseribed by Mr William Watson as hav-
ing been “of immense length, short on his leg, elegant in
his gait, and masculine-looking: he was grand and mas-
sive all over, as well as a most kindly feeder.”

(5.) The fifth Jock was OLD Jock (No. 1 of the ‘Herd
Book’). This bull was bred by Hugh Watson, in 1842.
He was got by Grey-breasted Jock (No. 2 of the ¢ Herd
Book ), and was out of Old Favourite,—the dam of Favour-
ite 2, and also of Angus 45. Old Favourite was lot one of
Mr Watson’s sale in 1848, when she was bought by Mr
Bowie, Mains of Kelly. In Mr M‘Combie’s private cata-
logue, dated 1850, Angus 45 is stated to have had for dam
“ No. 1 at Mr Watson’s sale.” Old Jock gained the first
prize as a yearling at the Highland Society’s show at Dun-
dee in 1843, and the first prize in the aged class at the
Highland Society’s show at Inverness in 1846. The only
information given in the entry of the bull at the latter
show was, that he was “aged four years and six months,
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and was bred by the exhibitor.” He was also the bull
exhibited by Mr Watson at the show of the Royal Agri-
cultural Society of Ireland at Londonderry in 1847, when
he gained the first prize. The name under which he was
entered at that show was Strathmore ; and the confusion
of names is still further increased by it being said in the
catalogue that he was after Old Jock—this designation
having apparently been applied to the various Keillor bulls
in the order of seniority. The age of Old Jock is placed
beyond dispute by the entries in the show-catalogues.
Thus he wins the first prize as a yearling at the High-
land Society’s show at Dundee in 1843 ; at the Highland
Society’s show at Inverness in 1846 he is entered as “aged
four years and six months;” at the Royal Irish Society’s
show at Londonderry in 1847 he is described as having
been “calved in March 1842,”—these three separate entries
strictly corresponding on the point of age.

Old Jock also gained the sweepstakes for bulls at the
Perth Highland show in 1852, when he was about eleven
years old, although he is entered in the catalogue as four-
teen years and four months old. A somewhat noteworthy
reference to Old Jock was made in the report of the ¢ Perth-
shire Advertiser’ on the show at Perth in 1852. The re-
port was evidently from the pen of a gentleman who had
acted as a judge at the Londonderry show in 1847, and
went on to say: “In the class of old bulls, Mr Watson
showed his celebrated bull, Jock, for the sweepstakes; he
being disqualified for competing for the premium, having
obtained the Society’s first prize at Inverness in 1846.
This bull is confessedly the best animal of the polled
breed ever exhibited in a showyard. Four years ago, at
the meeting of the Irish Agricultural Society at London-
derry, we assisted in judging Jock with his competing
brethren. He was not only the best bull in his own clasg,
but he stood second for Mr Purcell’s 100-guinea cup for
the best animal in the showyard ; and it was our opin-
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ion then, as it is now, that Jock should have stood first.
Being second, however, in such circumstances, was high
merit, there being thirty-two Shorthorn bulls, many of
them first-class, independent of all the other breeding
animals in the showyard.” A striking confirmation of the
accuracy of the remarks we have made about Old Jock is
furnished by the catalogue of Mr Watson’s sale at Auchter-
tyre, in 1853. Nearly all the cows and heifers at that sale
are stated to have been after Old Jock,—thus proving,
apart from other evidence, that it was this bull that
was used by Mr Watson from 1843 to 1852. Mr Dixon,
in ¢ Field and Fern,’ says Old Jock was one of Mr Hugh
Watson’s favourite bulls. He was, observes Mr Dixon,
“the most stylish of the lot, and showed, as his owner
never scrupled to say, much of the Shorthorn superiority
in hair and touch.” Mrt Ferguson says: “ Old Jock was
the best polled bull I ever saw ; and he never looked better
than when he was taken in at 180 guineas at the Keillor
sale in 1848, at which Mr Wetherell officiated as auctioneer,
using the sand-glass.” Mr William Watson says: «“ My
father used to think Old Jock the best bull he ever bred ;
and, as a sire, he has never been surpassed in the annals
of polled stock. He was a grand grazier, iron in constitu-
tion, and of superlative quality.”

(6.) The sixth Jock was BLACK Jock (No. 3 of the
*Herd Book’). This bull, calved in 1848, was after Old
Jock 1, and out of Old Grannie 1. He was purchased
by Mr Ferguson, Kinnochtry, when three months old, for
seventeen guineas, and was used in his herd.

(7.) The seventh Jock was Young Jock (No. 4 of the
¢ Herd Book’), calved in May 1849: he was also after Old
Jock 1, and Mr Ferguson says he was out of Octavia 331.
He gained the first prize at the Highland Society show at
Perth in 1852, at which he was entered as “3 years and
4 months old.” Young Jock was acquired by Mr Ferguson,
Kinnochtry, in whose herd he was afterwards used.
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It is, we think, clearly established by the foregoing, that
in vol. i of the ¢<Herd Book, the identity of Grey-
breasted Jock 2 and Old Jock 1 has been confounded. It
appears evident that Grey-breasted Jock 2, who was the
senior and not the junior, as would be gathered from the
< Herd Book ’ entries, never returned to Scotland after his
appearance at Belfast in 1843, and that he was succeeded as
stock sire at Keillor by his son Old Jock 1, whose fame
excelled that of Grey-breasted Jock, and who continued in
service in Mr Watson’s herd until 1853 or 1854. It fol-
lows from this, that most of the animals credited in the
¢ Herd Book’ to Grey-breasted Jock 2 were really got by Old
Jock 1. We will only mention a few of the more cele-
brated—viz., Black Jock 3, Young Jock 4, Strathmore 5,
Angus 45, &e. The most important link in this chain
of evidence is perhaps the fact that Grey-breasted Jock
was sold to Mr Kirkaldy of Hearnesbrook in 1843,
and remained in Ireland. It should also be added that
Mr William Watson and Mr Ferguson agree in stating that
0ld Jock 1 was the bull exhibited at Dundee in 1843,
Inverness in 1846, and Perth in 1852.

The Keillor Favourites and Beauties.

From our remarks as to the Keillor Jocks, it will be seen
that there were two cows belonging to Mr Watson named
Favourite. Old Favourite (the dam of Old Jock 1, of
Angus 45, and of Favourite 2) was mot entered in the
‘Herd Book.’ . She was a famous show cow, and was sold
at Mr Watson’s sale in 1848 to Mr Bowie, Mains of Kelly,
for 40 guineas. Mr Ferguson, Kinnochtry, bought her
daunghter, Favourite 2.

There has been a great deal of confusion regarding the
cows at Keillor called Beauty. Three, at least, of the
Keillor cows were named Beauty. One of these, Beauty
of Buchan 5, passed into the possession of Mr Ferguson,
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Kinnochtry. Another was Beauty (not registered), best
known as the dam of Emily 332, from whom springs the
famous Ballindalloch Ericas. In the volumes of the ¢ Herd
Book ' published prior to 1879, Emily was said to have been
out of Beauty 96, bred by Sir James Carnegie. In the
notes supplied to us by the Honourable Charles Carnegie
on the Kinnaird herd, this inaccuracy is fully dealt with.
Emily 332 was bought by the Earl of Southesk for £37
at Mr Watson’s sale in September 1853. She was lot 20
of the sale, and her pedigree was printed in the catalogue
as follows—¢ Angus, heifer: by Old Jock, dam Beauty—
the dam of Sir T. Burnett’s famous bull” We are in-
formed by Mr Ferguson, Kinnochtry, that this Beauty,
bred at Keillor, the dam of Emily 332, became the property
of Sir Alex. Burnett, and that Mr Hugh Watson bought
her and her yearling- bull, The Baronet 339, back from
Crathes in 1856. Another Beauty bred at Keillor was
Beauty of Tillyfour 2nd 1180, after Young Jock 4, and
out of Favourite 2. She was a very good cow, with a
large lump on one of her fore legs, and was bought by
Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour at the Keillor sale in 1860 for
£64. At Tillyfour she produced Ruth 1169 and Jilt 973.

At the Keillor sale in 1860, Mr M‘Combie also bought
the daughter of Beauty of Tillyfour 2nd, named Miss Wat-
son 987, for £34 or £37. Miss Watson, who was sold at
the Tillyfour sale in 1867 to Mr M‘Combie of Easter
Skene, is erroneously entered in vol. ii. of the ‘Herd
Book’ as out of Beauty of Buchan 5. The error is re-
peated in the pedigree of Miss M‘Combie of Fyvie 1519,
a daughter of Miss Watson, and purchased by the late
Colonel Gordon at the Tillyfour sale in 1867 for 61
guineas. 1t also occurs in the pedigrees of the bulls
Derby 377, Disraeli 401, Reform 408, and Taurus 410—
all of whom were descended from Beauty of Tillyfour 2nd
1180, and through her from the Keillor Favourites, and not
from Beauty of Buchan 5, whose dam was Old Grannie 1.
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Monarch 44 and the Tillyfour Victors.

The pedigrees of the bull Monarch 44 and the three
Victors—Victor 46, Victor 2nd 47, and Victor 3rd 193—
who figure prominently in the records of the early Tilly-
four cattle, have been imperfectly registered in vol. i
of the ‘Herd Book’ We are enabled to supplement the
information given in the ‘Herd Book’ from the private
catalogue of the Tillyfour herd, dated 1st January 1850,
for the use of which we are indebted to Mr R. C. Auld,
Mr M‘Combie’s nephew. Monarch 44, calved 1843, and
bred by Mr Fullerton, Ardovie, was after Panmure 51,
and out of Julia 671. These facts are stated in the ‘ Herd
Book.” Of Julia 671, however, no particulars are given in
the ¢ Herd Book’ entry, except that she was bred by Mr
Fullerton. She was got by Panmure 51, and was out of
Susanna, whose dam was Black Meg 766, and sire Cap-
tain 97. Mr Fullerton remarked that Susanna did Black
Meg no discredit. The three Victors were full brothers,
all bred by Mr M‘Combie, after Monarch 44, and out of
Jean Ann 206. Victor 46 was calved in 1846, Victor
2nd 47 in 1848, and Victor 3rd 193 in 1850.

We are aware of other incorrect entries in vol i.;
but as they are not of so vital a character as the foregoing,
we shall endeavour to rectify them as we refer to the
various herds in which the animals were produced or
principally used.
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CHAPTER VIL

EXTINCT HERDS.

(1) The Keillor herd : Old Grannie 1—Her remarkable career, and list of
her calves—The Kinnochtry Princesses, Baronesses, and Emilys—Mr
Watson’s cows Old Favourite and Favourite 2—The Kinnochtry
Favourites—Beauty of Tillyfour 2nd 1180—the Wellhouse Ruths and
Ballindalloch Jilts—Mr Watson’s Beauty and the Ballindalloch Ericas—
Lord Southesk’s Dora 333—Mr Harry Shaw’s Jane of Bogfern 540—The
Portlethen Pansys—List of families descended from Keillor cows—Fam-
ous bulls bred at Keillor.—(2) The Ardovie and Ardestie herds : Black
Meg 766—Panmure 51—The Tillyfour Queen tribe—Families tracing
to Ardovie stock—Earl o’ Buchan 57—Mr Fullerton’s losses by pleuro-
pneumonia,—(8) The Tillyfour herd : Cows owned by Mr M‘Combie in
1850—Queen Mother 348, and her illustrious offspring—Mr M‘Combie’s
system of breeding—Table showing descendants of Queen Mother 348
—The Pride of Aberdeen family—Remarks on famous animals at Tilly-
four — Mr M‘Combie’s unparalleled success in the show-yard— His
public sales.

THE history of the origin, building up, and composition of
extinct herds has an important bearing not only upon the
leading existing herds, but likewise upon the position
which the breed generally has come to occupy. We shall
therefore present some details relating to those herds that,
although now dispersed, have in the greatest measure con-
tributed to the improvement of the breed.

Keillor.

As already noticed, Mr Hugh Watson, Keillor, Forfar-
shire, was the first to establish a regular herd of polled
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cattle. His operations are described in Chapter IV., and
therefore a short sketch will suffice here.

Perhaps the most notable animal bred by Mr Watson
was Old Grannie, or the Prima Cow, No. 1 of the ‘Herd
Book.’ She was calved in 1824, and died on 1st July
1859, at the age of thirty-five years and six months. Mr
Watson’s object in keeping her till she died of old age
was to ascertain how long an animal of the breed with a
fine constitution could be profitably kept, and to what age
it would live in its natural state. Old Graunie was the
dam of 25 calves, 11 of which were registered in the
‘Herd Book.” She gave up breeding in her twenty-ninth
year, and yielded no milk after nursing the calf of the
previous year. She was exhibited at the Highland So-
ciety’s show at Aberdeen in 1858, when her owner was
awarded the Society’s medal as the exhibitor of so remark-
able an animal. The cattleman (James Thomson), who
had attended her all her lifetime, and had been in the
service of Mr Watson for forty-two years, was presented
with a medal and premium of 100 francs by the “Société
Protection des Animaux Justice et Compassion Hygiéne
de Paris,” through their secretary, M. Dutrone. A photo-
graph of the old cow, taken two days before she died, was,
at the request of His Royal Highness the Prince Consort,
placed in the collection of cattle photographs at Balmoral
in October 1859. Of this photograph an engraving ap-
pears in vol. i. of the ‘ Herd Book,” from which these facts
are extracted. The following are the names of the calves
of Old Grannie, whose pedigrees are recorded in the ‘ Herd
Book’: Bulls, Strathmore 5, calved 1851 ; Old Windsor
115, sire Black Jock 3; First Memus 129, sire Black Jock
3; Hugh 130, calved 1852, sire Old Jock 1; The Baron
134, sire Black Jock 3. Cows: Hope 3, sire Grey-breasted
Jock 2 ; Lady Clara 4, sire Grey-breasted Jock 2 ; Beauty
of Buchan 5, sire Grey-breasted Jock 2 ; Young Favourite
61, sire Grey-breasted Jock 2; Edinburgh 64, sire Grey-
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breasted Jock 2; Keillor 231, calved 1852, sire Old Jock 1.
It is probable that the date of calving of some of these is
inaccurately stated, and we may note that while the last-
named is given in the list of her produce as one of the
calves of Old Grannie, the dam is not specifically stated
in the entry of Keillor 231. The blood of Old Grannie 1
circulates in the male line in many existing tribes of
cattle, and she has also several living female descendants.
In 1839, Mr Ferguson, Kinnochtry, obtained from Mr
Watson two of Old Grannie’s daughters—Young Favourite
61 and Edinburgh 64—and they are now worthily repre-
sented by the Kinnochtry Princesses, Baronesses, and
Emnilys, to whom reference is made in other portions of
the work. Another daughter of Old Grannie, Lady Clara
4, was bought by Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour, from whom
her daughter Mariana 622 passed into the possession of
Mr M‘Combie of Easter Skene.

We are glad to say there are still numerous descendants
of the Keillor cows Old Favourite (who has not been
registered in the ¢ Herd Book’), and her daughter Favourite
2, respecting the identity of whom there has been some
confusion which it is impossible to completely unravel.
Favourite 2 was bought by Mr Ferguson, Kinnochtry ; and
Old Favourite was sold to Mr Bowie in 1848, but she left
no female produce at Mains of Kelly, although she was the
dam of Mr Bowie’s bull Earl Spencer 2nd 25. Old Favour-
ite,we may here recall, was the dam of Old Jock 1 and Angus
45. From Favourite 2, Mr Ferguson’s Favourite family is
directly descended. Octavia 331 was bought by the Earl
of Southesk at Mr Watson’s sale at Auchtertyre in 1853
for £44, being entered in the catalogue as after Old Jock
and out of Old Favourite. Octavia is without female
representative, but her blood is still preserved by the
stock descended from her in the male line, particularly
in the Kinnochtry, Mountblairy, and Montbletton herds,
Beauty of Tillyfour 2nd 1180, out of Favourite 2, and after
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Young Jock 4, was purchased by Mr M‘Combie of Tilly-
four at the Keillor dispersion sale in 1860 for £64. In
Mr M‘Combie’s possession, she, as already noted, bred in
1863 Jilt 973, and in 1865 Ruth of Tillyfour 1169, both
after Black Prince of Tillyfour 366. 'We need say nothing
here about the descendants of these animals, further than
to remark that with-the Kinnochtry Favourites, the Ball-
indalloch Jilts, the Wellhouse Ruths, and the Aboyne
Madges, Mr Watson’s grand strain of Favourite blood is
in no danger of extinction. The Favourite tribe is further
represented by the offspring of Miss Watson 987, pur-
chased at Keillor in 1860 by Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour.

The Keillor blood is also maintained in the female line
by the Ballindalloch Ericas. Emily 332, bred at Keillor,
and out of one of Mr Watson’s cows called Beauty, was
bought by the Earl of Southesk at the Auchtertyre sale in
1853 for 39 guineas, Octavia and Emily having been the
two highest-priced animals at the sale. Emily’s daughter,
Erica 843, by Cup-Bearer 59, was a‘cquired from Lord South-
esk by Sir George Macpherson Grant, Bart. of Ballin-
dalloch, M.P., and with her he founded his well-known
Erica tribe.

A very superior cow called Dora 333, bred by Mr Wat-
son, was bought by the Earl of Southesk. She founded
a valuable tribe, now extinct in the female line, but still
potent in the male line, through the bulls Druid 225,
Damascus 495, Don Fernando 514, Delaware 457, and
Draco 338, used at Kinnaird, Rothiemay, Tillyfour, Easter
Skene, and Ardhuncart respectively.

Mr Harry Shaw, Bogfern, obtained two heifers from
Mr Watson. From one of them, Jane of Bogfern 540,
by Grey-breasted Jock 2, there are some descendants, the
most noted perhaps being Lord Fife’s fine cow Corrie-
mulzie 1701.

From another Keillor cow, named Panmure 278, the
Portlethen Pansy family springs, -
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The following shows at a glance the leading Keillor
strains of which female representatives exist, as well as
those that are extinet in the female line:—

KEILLOR FAMILIES.

OLD GRANNIE 1, breld by Hugh Watson.

| l |
Beauty of Buchan 5 Lady Clara 4 Young Favourite 61. Edillbllll‘ghﬁ‘i.

(extinct). (Easter Skene).
Prizie 586 Emily of Kinnoch-
(Kinnochtry Princesses try 588
and Baronesses). (Kinnochtry
Emilys).
OLD FAVOURITE, bred by Hugh Watson. Lo
| I
Favourite 2. Octav!a 331
| (extinct).
| |
Kinnochtry Jessie 590 Beauty of Tillyfour2nd 1180.
(Kinnochtry
Favourites).
l | ]
Jilt 973 Ruth of Tillyfour 1169 Miss Watson 987
(Ballindalloch (Wellhouse and (Easter Skene,
Jilts). Strocherie Ruths and &e.)

Aboyne Madges).

Beauty, bred by Hugh Watson.

Emily 832
(Ballindalloch Ericas).

Dora 333, bred by Hugh Watson
(extinct).

JANE OF BOGFERN 540, bred by Hugh Watson
(Collithie, Gavenwood, Burnshangie, &c.)

PaNMURE 278, bred by Hugh Watson
(Portlethen Pansys).
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There is scarcely a herd of polled cattle in which the
blood of the Keillor bulls is not present. For informa-
tion regarding the Keillor Jocks we would refer our readers
to the chapter immediately preceding. Another celebrated
bull bred by Mr Watson was Angus 45, after Old Jock 1,
and out of Old Favourite. He was the first prize two-
year-old at the Highland Society’s show in 1848, and
the judges on that occasion reported of him “that he
may with justice be classed as the most perfect animal
of the breed ever exhibited.” Angus was bought in 1846
by Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour for 36 guineas, and his
subsequent career is noticed in connection with that herd.
Another and scarcely less impressive bull bred at Keillor
was Pat 29, after Old Jock 1, and out of Favourite 2. He
was the sire of Cup-Bearer 59 and Hanton 228, whose names
are found in numerous pedigrees. Marquis 212, also a
son of Old Jock 1, proved a most useful sire in the Port-
lethen herd ; as did also Fyvie 13, who, although not bred
by Mr Watson, was after Old Jock 1, and out of a cow
bred at Keillor. The bull Craigo 260, whose name figures
prominently in connection with the Ballindalloch, Mont-
bletton, and Mains of Advie herds, was out of a cow bred
by Mr Watson. Several of the early Kinnochtry sires, in
addition to the Jocks, were bred at Keillor, notably Hugh
130, the last calfof Old Grannie 1. We may also mention,
among the sires bred at Keillor, Strathmore 5 (used in the
Crathes herd), Adam 39 (the sire of President 205), Protec-
tion 49, Maynooth 58 (whose name appears in.Balwyllo
pedigrees), Old Windsor 115, Emperor 128, First Memus
582, The Baron 134, Wattie 135, Deeside 168, &c.

Mr Watson sold large drafts in 1848 and 1853 ; and in
1860, after a most successful and distinguished career, the
Keillor herd was dispersed. Times were bad then, and
the herd was not in good order, having shortly before
passed through a heavy ordeal of pleuro-pneumonia, The
prices were accordingly comparatively low. It has, how-
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ever, been sufficiently well established that the Keillor
doddies, the dispersion of which occurred under these
adverse circumstances, exerted a most powerful influence
on the improvement of other herds; and happily there is
no likelihood of those interested in polled cattle overlook-
ing or underestimating the services of Mr Watson, con-
tinued without intermission for more than half a century,

in developing the merits and spreading the reputation of
the breed.

Ardovie and Ardestie.

Mr William Fullerton, who farmed at Ardovie, and
latterly at Ardestie, commenced to breed polled cattle in
1833, his first important purchase being the cow Black
Meg 766. The famous bull Panmure 51 was added to the
herd in 1841. For particulars respecting the breeding
and appearance of Black Meg 766 and Panmure 51, whose
descendants are now held in high favour, we would refer
our readers to the exhaustive statements respecting them
contained in the preceding chapter. In a letter written
in 1876 to Mr Bowie, Mains of Kelly, with a perusal of
which that gentleman has favoured us, Mr Fullerton
remarks: “ When I purchased the bull Panmure 51, late
in September or early in October 1841, he was a year and
six months old, so he was three years old off in 1843 when
he gained the first prize in the class of aged bulls at the
Highland Society’s show at Dundee. He cost me £17, 17s,,
a price which a calf would not likely have brought.” Pan-
mure became one of the most impressive bulls in the his-
tory of the breed. In vol. i. of the ‘Herd Book’ there
are eleven of his calves registered, but that is only a small
number of his produce. The calves got by Panmure, whose
pedigrees are printed in vol. i, are: bulls—Richmond 6,
calved in 1844, and who passed into the possession of
Mr Ruxton, Farnell ; Earl Spencer 24, calved in 1844, and
well known in connection with the Mains of Kelly herd ;

I
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and Monarch 44, calved in 1843, bought by Mr Ruxton, and
sold by him to Mr Arklay, Bowhill, Brechin, from whom
he was acquired by Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour: cows—
Princess 47, calved in 1843, the dam of the celebrated
Balwyllo sire President 205 ; Lady Panmure 59, who be-
longed to Mr Ferguson when in Ashmore; Eliza 65, who
also belonged to Mr Ferguson ; Jean Ann 206, calved in
1844, from whom Mr M‘Combie’s Victors were bred;
Miss Taylor 230, calved in 1853; Queen Mother 348,
calved in 1843 (out of Queen of Ardovie 29), the found-
ress of the renowned Queen tribe; Queen of Scots 72,
and Eppy 73, bred by Mr M‘Combie of Easter Skene;
Queen of Kinnochtry 572, belonging to Mr Ferguson; and
Princess Daughter 832, who was bred by Mr Hugh Watson.

As we have said, there is not the slightest doubt that Pan-
mure left many more calves than those that have found
a place in the ‘Herd Book.” In 1843 he was sold to Mr
Farquharson Taylor, Wellhouse, Alford, and was used ex-
tensively, and with splendid results, in his herd, and also
in the herds of many others in the Vale of Alford. Of his
numerous progeny in Aberdeenshire, however, there is little
record further than that contained in the pedigrees of the
animals purchased at Mr Fullerton’s sale. This sale was
held in 1844, and the event may be truly described as a
starting-point in the annals of the breed. We treat at
length, elsewhere, of the principal descendants of Mr Ful-
lerton’s Queen Mother 348. Mr M‘Combie has placed it
on record that—*1It is to Mr Fullerton I owe my success
as a breeder. 1 shall always look up to him as the founder
of my stock. From the cow Queen [Queen Mother], bought
by me from Mr Fullerton, has sprung a race of females that
have driven competition before them in Scotland, England,
and France.

Although it is chiefly in the descendants of Black Meg
766, the dam of Queen of Ardovie 29, who produced Queen
Mother 348, that Mr Fullerton’s fame as a breeder is pre-
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served, these were by no means the only animals of
celebrity bred by him. Susan of Balwyllo 422, and Tsa-
bella of Balwyllo 423, who established tribes at Balwyllo,
were bred by Mr Fullerton, as were also Lively 256, the
foundress of the Portlethen family of that name ; Flora 70,
the foundress of a family of Floras at The Thorn; Guinea
Pig 120, who went to Mains of Kelly, and from whom Mr
Bowie’s Gainsborough bulls are descended ; Ardestie 1183,
the progenitrix of the Mains of Kelly Ardesties; and others
of lesser note.

Isabella of Balwyllo 423, Susan of Balwyllo 422, and
Lively 256, bred by Mr Fullerton, were after the bull Earl
o’ Buchan 57, first prize winner in the aged class at the
Highland Society’s show at Glasgow in 1850. We are
able, by reference to the letter from Mr Fullerton to Mr
Bowie, already alluded to, to furnish a few interesting
particulars regarding Earl o’ Buchan 57. Mr Fullerton
says: “I bought a bull from the late Mr Cooper, Hillbrae,
Buchan, and I fearlessly called this bull Earl o’ Buchan,
I found out the bull in this way. His mother was a great
big cow, with splendid back and hooks, and plenty of hair;
she had a ‘snod’ rather short head, and had a tap hanging
down over her forehead. If you could have found a fault,
she was thin on her thighs, but on the whole a wonderful
cow, and of great substance. I saw the cow and her calf in
the showyard at the Highland Society’s meeting at Aber-
deen in 1846. The cow, I think, calved in the yard, and it
was fancying the calf that made me buy the cow. It
was lying covered up with grass at its mother’s head, and
I only saw its head at first sight. Its face was all glazed
like, as you have seen a calf’s face when the mother is like
to drown it with milk. I made the man take the grass off
the calf and set it on its feet. It pleased me much. Mr
Cooper would not sell, he said; but by the help of Mr
Paterson, Mulben, Mr M‘Combie, and others, I at length
bought cow and calf. I won at Glasgow with the bull.
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It is a mistake to say the mark of the blistering was then
on his side. He did not take pleuro when my beasts died.
I suppose I saved him by keeping him in an end of the
straw-barn.”

The last observation as to Earl o’ Buchan recalls the
disastrous fate of Mr Fullerton’s fine herd, which is one
of the most melancholy incidents in the records of the
breed. Here is Mr Fullerton’s own pathetic statement:
“ My herd was swept off by pleuro in 1859, when in five
months T buried 100 head of, I believe, the best herd
of polled cattle in Scotland at the time. I reckomned
my loss was not under £2000; but had this [1876] been
the date of my loss, the figure would have to be raised a
little. How my beasts caught the disease, I could never
say. I had more polled cattle than my farm would keep,
and I had animals on several other farms, both on grass
and turnips, which had, I suppose, brought home the fell
disease. I had again got a considerable length to recoup
my old position, but three times my herd—of nearly thirty
at one time, and twenty head or thereby atother two times—
was carried away.” DBut for the sales made by Mr Fuller-
ton in 1843 and 1844, it is possible that his choice cattle
would now be without representatives. Thanks, however,
chiefly to Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour, no families of polled
stock are more numerous or more valued than the de-
scendants of those cultivated forty years ago by Mr Fuller-
ton at Ardovie and Ardestie.

Tillyfour.

In other portions of the work, we refer to the position
and proceedings of Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour, as a breeder
of polled cattle. Here we shall endeavour to furnish a
sketch of the material of which his herd was composed,
his system of breeding, and notes on some of the more
remarkable animals reared at Tillyfour. The Tillyfour
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herd dates from 1830, Mr M‘Combie having about that time
succeeded his father in the farm. We do not think it is
possible to convey a more accurate description of the stock
with which Mr M‘Combie first acquired his fame as a
breeder, than by quoting from the private catalogue of
his herd, dated 1st January 1850. In a short prefatory note
to the catalogue, Mr M‘Combie says most truly, that “he
had directed his earnest attention to the improvement of
the Aberdeen or Angus polled breed, with respect to size,
symmetry, fineness of bone, strength of constitution, and
disposition to accumulate fat, sparing no expense in ob-
taining the finest animals from the purest stocks.” The
following is a list of the cows that were in the Tillyfour
herd in 1850: 1, Young Charlotte 103, bred by Colonel
Dalgairns of Balgavies, sire Black Hugh 316, dam Char-
lotte ; 2, Lady Ann of Balgavies 102, bred by Colonel
Dalgairns of Balgavies, sire Black Hugh 316, dam Lady
Amn; 3, Jean Ann 206, bred by Mr Fullerton, Mains of
Ardovie, sire Panmure 51, dam Queen of Ardovie 29;
4, Princess, bred by Mr Fullerton, sire Panmure 51, dam
a pure Angus cow; 5, Lady Scott, bred by Mr Scott,
Balwyllo, sire Albert, dam belonging to Mr Scott; 6,
Cleopatra, bred by Mr Scott, Balwyllo, sire Albert, dam
belonging to Mr Scott ; 7, Balwyllo, bred by Mr Scott, Bal-
wyllo, got by the first prize two-year-old bull at the East-
ern Forfarshire Society’s show in 1843, dam May Rose;
8, Queen Mother 348, bred by Mr Fullerton, Ardovie,
sire Panmure 51, dam Queen of Ardovie 29; 9, Victoria,
bred by Mr Watson, Keillor, sire Second Jock (Old Jock
1), dam belonging to Mr Watson ; 10, Clara, bred by Mr
Watson, Keillor, sire Second Jock (Old Jock 1), dam belong-
ing to Mr Watson ; 11, Violet, bred by Mr Watson, Keillor,
sire First Jock (Grey-breasted Jock 2), dam a pure Angus
cow; 12, Matchless, bred to the owner, sire Panmure 51,
dam Matilda; 13, Duchess, bred by Colonel Fraser of
Castle Fraser ; 14, Matilda, bred by the late Mr William-
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son, St John’s Wells ; 15, Diana, bred by the owner, sire
Monarch 44, dam Georgina; 16, Mary, bred by Mr
Wilson, Netherton of Clatt; 17, Jenny Lind 27, bred
by Mr Pirie, Colithie; 18, Georgina, bred by the owner;
19, Amelia, breeder unknown; 20, Susan, bred by Mr
David Watt, Kintocher, sire Rory ; 21, Lola Montes 208,
sire Monarch 44, dam Queen Mother 348; 22, Young
Jean Ann 144, sire Monarch 44, dam Jean Ann 206 ;
23, May Rose, bred by the owner, sire first prize bull at
Eastern Forfarshire Agricultural Association’s show, dam
Balwyllo ; 24, Fair Maid, bred by the owner, sire Monarch
44, dam Lady Scott ; 25, Sophia, bred by the owner, sire
Monarch 44, dam Georgina; 26, Young Mary, sire Mon-
arch 44, dam Mary; 27, Annabella, bred by the late Mr
Walker, Wester Fintray. The bulls in the Tillyfour herd
in 1850 were Victor 46, bred by Mr M‘Combie, sire Mon-
arch 44, dam Jean Ann 206; Angus 45, bred by Mr
‘Watson, Keillor, sire Second Jock (Old Juck 1), dam No.
1 at Mr Watson’s sale (Old Favourite); and Victor. 2nd
47, bred by Mr M‘Combie, sire Monarch 44, dam Jean
Ann 206. The bulls referred to, as most intimately con-
nected with the herd at the time, were Panmure 51, and
his son Monarch 44. In order to provide sufficient in-
formation to enable the reader to identify the cows and
bulls in the Tillyfour herd in 1850, we have filled in the
‘Herd Book’ numbers where possible. We have also
in most cases omitted Mr M‘Combie’s description of the
variety to which the animals belonged. His practice ap-
parently was to refer to animals bred in Forfarshire as
“Angus;” to those bred in Aberdeenshire, and uncon-
nected with the Forfarshire stock, as “ Aberdeen;” and to
those bred by himself in which the “ Angus” and ‘ Aber-
deen” blood was mingled, as “ Aberdeen and Angus.”
The strain with which Mr M‘Combie’s name is most
closely identified is that of the Ardovie Queens, and to
the members of this tribe we shall now particularly
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allude. The notes in a former chapter on famous polled
cattle, and our remarks on the herd of Mr Fullerton, Ar-
dovie, convey details, so far as known, as to the breeding
and characters of Black Meg 766, and her daughter, Queen
of Ardovie 29, whose sire was Captain 97, bred by Mr
Sim, Panlathie. Mr M‘Combie was present at the Ar-
dovie sale in 1844, and purchased a yearling heifer out of
Queen of Ardovie 29, that he afterwards called Queen
Mother 348, the name having been suggested by the con-
troversy then raging in reference to the Spanish marriages.
"Queen Mother was after the celebrated bull, Panmure 51,
and the price paid for her was only £12, 10s. The cow
proved somewhat obstinate as a breeder. Mr Dixon, in
‘Field and Fern,’ says: “As she turned from her few
first services, she was put for a penalty to draw wood, and
did all the ridging-up of thirty acres of turnips as well.”
It was not till 1847 that she had her first calf. Queen
Mother gained numerous prizes at the national and local
shows, being, when thirteen years old, the second prize
cow in a very strong class at the Highland Society’s meet-
ing at Inverness in 1856. She was then sold to Mr Bowie,
Mains of Kelly, and died on 20th August 1858, apparently
from old age.

The ¢ Herd Book’ records four calves out of Queen
Mother—Lola Montes 208, Bloomer 201, Windsor 202,
and Victoria of Kelly 345. The first three were bred by
Mr M‘Combie, and the last was bred by Mr Bowie after
he obtained the cow in 1856. In Mr M‘Combie’s book,
¢ Cattle and Cattle-Breeders,” he enunciates opinions as to
breéding which it will be useful to quote here. “In-and-
in breeding,” he says, “may be pursued for a time, until
the type is developed ; but to continue for any length of
time to breed in-and-in is not only against my experience,
but, I believe, against nature.” In the breeding of these
three daughters of Queen Mother, the principle on which
Mr M‘Combie proceeded is illustrated. He desired to
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“develop the type,” and for that purpose resorted to the
mating of animals very closely related. He put Queen
Mother to Monarch 44, bred by Mr Fullerton, and ac-
quired by Mr M‘Combie shortly after the Ardovie sale in
1844. Queen Mother, as we have already mentioned, was
after Panmure 51, and Monarch was not only a son of
Panmure, but also out of Julia 671, a daughter of Pan-
mure. Moreover, Julia was out of Susanna, a daughter
of Captain 97 and Black Meg 766. From this mating
of Queen Mother and Monarch came, in 1847, the heifer
calf Lola Montes 208, while another mating of Queen
Mother and Monarch resulted, in 1849, in the production
of Bloomer 201. Mr M‘Combie then slightly varied his
system, only, however, in the direction of still greater
concentration of blood. Queen Mother was, in 1849,
put to Vietor 46. Victor was a son of Monarch 44,
and out of Jean Ann 206, a full sister of Queen Mother
348. Thus Queen Mother, Monarch, and Jean Ann were
all by Panmure. Those acquainted with such matters
will recognise that, by these alliances, the blood of Pan-
mure was nearly as much concentrated in the Tilly-
four herd as was that of Favourite 252 in the early
Shorthorn pedigrees of Charles and Robert Colling.
There was certainly no degeneracy in the produce of
this very close cross between Victor and Queen Mother,
for the cow Windsor 202, who resulted from it, was one
of the most handsome as well as one of the best breeding
animals at Tillyfour. Notwithstanding her excellence,
however, Mr M‘Combie evidently thought he had gone
far enough in the direction of in-breeding.

In fact, it would appear as if he had cons1dered that he
had gone too far, because, instead of, as might have been
expected, following up the use of Monarch and Victor on
the closely bred Panmure cows with a slightly diluted
out-cross, he next introduced into his herd a bull that, so
far as the -“Herd Book’ shows, had no connection with
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his own stock. This was the celebrated Angus 45, bred
by Mr Watson, Keillor, after Old Jock 1, and out of Old
Favourite. In taking this step, Mr M‘Combie proved,
what was frequently manifested in his career as a breeder,
that he was not influenced by jealousy of any rival.
‘When he discovered a really good and pure-bred animal,
he did not care, provided it suited his purpose, in whose
herd it had been produced, but bought it if he happened
to be in want of it. Mr M‘Combie had already “devel-
oped the type” of his Queen tribe, and had proved its
excellence by its capacity to produce within itself such
stock as Lola Montes, Bloomer, and Windsor. He could
therefore afford to disregard any suggestions that he was
in danger of compromising his reputation as a breeder
by going to Keillor for a stock sire. Angus joined the
Tillyfour herd in 1848, having been bought at Mr Wat-
son’s sale that year for the comparatively small sum of
£36. In our notice of the Keillor herd we quote the
opinion of the judges at the Highland Society’s show at
Edinburgh in 1848 as to the merits of Angus, who there
won the first prize, Mr M‘Combie’s Victor being second.
Angus was used for a considerable time at Tillyfour, but
it is a singular fact that only three calves after him, and
out of cows descended from Queen Mother, are entered
in the ‘Hepd Book. These were—Charlotte 203, out of
Lola Montes ; The Belle 205, out of Bloomer ; and Beauty
of Morlich 2072, out of Windsor 202. It is from Lola
Montes’s calf Charlotte that the most valued branch of the
Queen tribe has sprung. Charlotte, who was considered
one of the best cows bred at Tillyfour, had a most distin-
guished show-yard career, on which we will only remark
here that her winnings included first prizes at the High-
land Society’s show, and at the Paris Exhibition in 1856.

Angus was succeeded at Tillyfour in 1854 by Hanton
228, purchased from his breeder, Mr Bowie, Mains of
Kelly, for £105, after he had gained the first prize of
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the Highland Society at Berwick. Hanton was got by Pat
29, bred by Mr Watson, Keillor (a son of Old Jock 1 and
Favourite 2), and out of Lizzie 227, whose sire, Spencer’s
Son 154, was a grandson of Panmure 51. Mr M‘Combie
in using him, therefore, was able, at the same time that he
continued the blood of Angus 45, to infuse more of the
Panmure blood among his stock. Hanton got a great
many excellent calves, and he was used with especial
success on the Angus 45 cows, the most noteworthy pro-
duce being Charlotte’s three daughters—the invincible
Pride of Aberdeen 581, Empress of France 578, and
Daisy of Tillyfour 1165.

It is very instructive and interesting to observe Mr
M‘Combie’s next step in breeding. Hanton gave a
diluted reinfusion of Panmure blood, and so satisfied
does Mr M¢‘Combie seem to have been with the result,
that he altered in practice the principle he had laid down—
that in-and-in breeding should be abandoned after the
type is developed. We have stated that the cow Windsor
202 was the closest of the in-bred daughters of Queen
Mother. Mr M‘Combie bred from her in 1856 the
splendid bull Windsor 221, after Hanton 228. He was
not then in need of a stock sire, Hanton being still in
use, so Windsor 221 was sold to Mr Brown, Westertown.
In 1858 the cow Windsor 202 calved, to Hanton,
Rob Roy Macgregor 267, and this full brother of Windsor
221 was the animal Mr M‘Combie selected to succeed
Hanton. It will have been gathered from our remarks
that Rob Roy Macgregor had not the violent Angus 45
cross. He was used in the herd with much success, and
was followed by his son Black Prince of Tillyfour 366,
who was out of Maid of Orleans 580 (a daughter of
Bloomer 201 and Hanton), and also without the Angus
45 cross. We believe Black Prince of Tillyfour to have
been one of the most impressive bulls bred by Mr
M‘Combie. By the successive use of Hanton, his son,
Rob Roy Macgregor and Roy Roy Macgregor’s son, Black



THE QUEEN TRIBE. 123

Prince of Tillyfour, Mr M‘Combie had again gone as far
in the direction of line breeding as his opinions on the
subject would permit him; and he then thought it advis-
able to have some more fresh blood.

Mr M‘Combie’s next choice of a sire was in every
respect most judicious. He attended the Kinnaird sale
in 1861, and purchased the bull calf Don Fernando 514,
bred by the Earl of Southesk. Don Fernando was a
son of Windsor 221, of Mr M‘Combie’s own breeding, and
his dam, Dulcinea 334, was out of the Keillor cow Dora
333, her sire Cup-Bearer 59, going back to the Xeillor
and Ardovie blood, so skilfully blended at Mains of Kelly.
As a successor to Don Fernando, Mr M‘Combie bought
President 4th 368, bred by Mr Leslie, The Thorn. His
show-yard achievements alone—he having been first prize
yearling and two-year-old at Highland Society’s shows—
would have entitled him to a place at Tillyfour, but in ad-
dition to that, his breeding was very fine. An analysis of
his pedigree discloses a strong infusion of Panmure and
Ardovie blood, mixed with Keillor strains. Bright 454,
after Black Prince of Tillyfour 366, and out of Mr Collie’s
Normahal, was next used. In Mr M‘Combie’s subsequent
selection of sires there was not perhaps quite so much
method displayed, although most of the bulls were more
or less intimately connected with the Panmure and Queen
sorts. It should be borne in mind that it was in 1868 that
Mr M‘Combie was chosen to represent his native county in
Parliament, and during the time he occupied a seat in the
Legislature of the country—from 1868 to 1876, when
he retired—he was necessarily unable to exercise so much
personal supervision as formerly over the management of
his herd.

It will be convenient and useful to introduce here
a table showing the principal descendants of Queen
Mother 348, discontinuing the list with the names of
animals that have formed families, and noting the lines
that are without living female representatives :—
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Of the descendants of Queen Mother, Charlotte 203,
and her daughter Pride of Aberdeen 581, were the most
illustrious. ~ After the preceding remarks we need say
nothing here regarding the celebrity of the animals em-
braced in their pedigrees. Nor is it necessary at present
to enlarge on their individual merit. Sufficient proof of
their excellence is found in the fact, that these two cows
were considered about the best of any breed exhibited at
two great international shows—Charlotte at Paris in 1857,
and Pride of Aberdeen at Battersea in 1862. Mr
M‘Combie paid special attention to the development of
the branch of the Queen tribe founded by Pride of
Aberdeen. She bred exceedingly well, and the family
of polled cattle in which occur the names of Mr M‘Com-
bie’s favourite cows, Pride of Aberdeen, Charlotte, and
Queen Mother, is held in very high esteem by breeders.

It ought to be noticed that at Mr Fullerton’s sale in 1844,
Mr M‘Combie purchased Jean Ann 206, a full sister of
Queen Mother. From her he bred his-three Victor bulls,
as also Young Jean Ann 144, who was the dam of the
Highland Society’s first prize cow Fair Maid of Perth 313,
by Angus 45. The strain is now extinct in the female
line. '

Hitherto we have confined our remarks on the Tillyfour
herd to the members of the Queen tribe bred there.
Although that was the family to the rearing of which Mr
M‘Combie devoted his chief attention, he also owned and
bred several famous animals of other strains. Among these
we may mention Beauty of Tillyfour 2nd 1180 bred at Keil-
lor, and of Mr Watson’s Favourite tribe. Besides several
good bulls, Beauty 2nd bred Miss Watson 987 by President
3rd 246 ; Jilt 973 by Black Prince of Tillyfour 366; and
Ruth of Tillyfour 1169 also by Black Prince of Tillyfour.
‘We need not at present dwell on the distinguished descend-
ants of this branch of the Keillor Favourite tribe. Of other
celebrated animals owned or bred by Mr M‘Combie, a few
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may be noticed as follows: Raniston 352, the foundress
of the Drumin Beauty and the Mulben Caroline families ;
Young Jenny Lind 207, the foundress of the Mains of
Kelly Jennets; Kate 12, foundress of the Kinnaird Kath-
leens; Young Charlotte 103, foundress of the Montbletton
Charlottes; Bess 1181, foundress of the Indego Graces;
Bracelet 1010, by Black Prince of Tillyfour 366, foundress
of the Melville Bracelets ; Mayflower of Montbletton 614,
foundress of the Montbletton Mayflowers; Mr Collie’s
prize cow Mayflower 314 ; Normahal 726, and Zara 1228,
from whom sprung the Ardgay Zaras; Nightingale 262,
foundress of the Portlethen Nightingales; Heiress of Bal-
wyllo 461, from whom descends the Balwyllo Isabellas
now at Montbletton; Lady Clara 4, and Mariana 622,
from whom sprung the Easter Skene Lady Claras; Young
Lady Ann 307, foundress of the Westertown Lady Anns;
Matchless 390, representing the very old herd of Mr
Williamson, St John’s Wells, from whom Mr Brown,
‘Westertown, bred the dam of President of Westertown
354, &c. Some years before his death, Mr M‘Combie
added to his herd from Mulben and Aboyne a good many
descendants of Pride of Aberdeen. He also bought mem-
bers of the Sybil and Halt families from Baads, and these
became very distinguished in his hands. Purchases were
further made at Rothiemay, Easter Tulloch, Melville, and
elsewhere.

It affords us pleasure to be able to give a few remarks
descriptive of some of the most famous of the Tillyfour
cattle. These we have been favoured with by Mr William
Joss, now residing at Blairshinnoch, near Banff, and who
had charge of the Tillyfour herd in its palmy days, from
1857 to 1868. Mr Joss’s remarks are so interesting, and
his sketch is so graphic, that we take the liberty of pre-
senting his statement in his own words: “I am somewhat
at a loss what to write about the polled cattle, as, after a
lapse of twenty-four years, it is no wonder although their
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characteristics are fading from my memory. I have tried
to bring them in view again, and shall begin my descrip-
tion with the bull Hanton 228. He was a bull of great
constitution. As an evidence of this, I may state that after
his return from the Paris Exhibition in 1856, where he
got foot-and-mouth disease, he lay for a week in an old
smithy not able to rise, but he ate three cakes of oilcake
a day (each cake generally weighs 7 1b.), and a feed of
bruised oats, and during that time he took on three inches
in girth. He got boots made, was shipped to Inverness,
and took the first prize. Hanton was very lengthy,and
handled like a glove. The only thing bad about him was
his head, on which were loose scurs, which made the head
look a little square. He was serviceable to the end, and
had the use of himself, although of great weight —he
usually scaled a ton. When in condition, he was as play-
ful when seven years old as a yearling, but with strangers
he got crusty. No wonder he did so, considering the ex-
posure to which he was subjected at shows, travelling by
sea and land. He had also to be thrown now and again
to have his feet dressed, as they never recovered the dis-
ease. As everybody was poking and punching at him, he
was always ready for ‘war’ if he thought any one was
meddling too much with him. He had a great fondness
for travelling in the cattle-van, and ran into it whenever he
saw the door let down. He was a very sure stock-getter,
and taking him altogether, few better have appeared.
Standard-Bearer 229 (the first prize bull at the Highland
Society’s show at Aberdeen in 1858) was of another type
—low standing and smaller in size, but very sweet. He
had immense fore-end, but was not proportionable in the
hind-quarters. He was not a good breeder; and I knew
of only one calf by him when at Tillyfour, out of a small
dairy cow; but I believe he had some after he went to
Carron on Speyside. As I have said, this bull had an
extra fore-end, for I well remember tying him in his stall
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at Aberdeen in 1858, with his head out to the alley, and
the people remarking that I was making the most of him.
Among other bulls I particularly remember when I was
at Tillyfour, were Don Fernando 514, Lord Clyde 249,
President 4th 368, Bright 454, Champion 459, Rob Roy
Macgregor 267, and Black Prince of Tillyfour 366. As to
the last two, I think they were kept on for stock—not so
much for the merits they had, but because they were good
useful bulls, with good pedigrees. During the time they
were stock bulls at Tillyfour, 1 think the number of cows
was heavy, and they were never fed for show-yard
purposes, consequently they were very useful in serving,
and had good crops of calves. Turning to the cows at
Tillyfour, I may first mention Charlotte 203. Like her
fellow-traveller Hanton 228, she possessed an excellent
constitution, as was proved by her coming through all the
diseases that the bovine race is heir to—foot-and-mouth,
pleuro, &c. &c. She was all over a sweet-looking, level,
nice-touching cow, with fine temper; and when in her
summer dress, the letters E. U. I.—burnt into her neck
when she gained the first prize at Paris in 1856, and
which came in in white hair—looked like a medal round
her neck. I consider Charlotte the best cow of the breed
I ever saw. It made no difference lean or fat, she was
always level - looking, without patchiness of any kind
about her. She was an excellent breeder to the last, and
generally had better heifers than bulls. Bloomer 201 was
larger than Charlotte, but not so level and sweet, nor so
fine in the bone. She was an excellent worker in any.
kind of harness, worked her ten hours the time of the
turnip laying down, and brought up twin calves. This
was to get her to keep to her service, and keep her down
in condition.

“ Writing about that brings it to my mind that Daisy
1165 and Fancy 1195, who both came to be Highland
Society first-prize cows, when two years old were not
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like to keep to their service, and were fed on barley
straw and water the most of a summer season, and
yet maintained condition rarely met with. 1 mention
this to show the good constitution of the race. Crinoline
204, out of Charlotte, was a sweet cow, and had white
legs, but was not quite so robust as some of the others.
Lola Montes 208 was an old cow before I saw her, and
was losing her shapes with a rheumatic leg. The cow
Windsor 202, like Bloomer, was a worker, and threw some
excellent stock. Pride of Aberdeen 581 was a very small
calf, and was not thought much of when a calf, until she
was weaned, as her mother, Charlotte, was not a great
milker. I had always a favour for the calf. One day
when Mr M‘Combie and I were looking over her, he made
some not very favourable observation about her, and I said
I should not wonder although she were the Pride of Aber-
deen, which she was, at the summer show. Hence the
name and origin of this distinguished tribe. As she grew,
she turned the nearest to perfection in animal I ever saw,
but, like her mother, never was a great milker. She was
a good breeder of heifers, and a fine feeder, which was one
of the principal things I had to look to at that time.
Many of the rougher-cows in the herd were far better
milkers, and some of these rough cows produced grand
bullocks. One cow, Lady Agnes, a big, rough, large-
quartered beast, was the mother of the celebrated ox,
Black Prince. Fair Maid of Perth 313, Kate of Aberdeen,
two Mayflowers, Nightingale 262, Beauty of Tillyfour 2nd
1180, and Jenny Lind, all run in my mind as first-class
cows. The Belle 205 was an instance of a free-martin
breeding, as she was a twin with a bull. She was a sweet
cow, and came out of the pleuro.”

It has sometimes been remarked that Mr M‘Combie’s
fame as a breeder rests chiefly on the fact that he was able
to send out a wonderful lot of females, and that he had
but little success as a breeder of bulls. This observation

I
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is not well-founded. Tt is quite true that the bulls bred
by Mr M‘Combie did not figure so prominently in the
show-yard as the females reared at Tillyfour. That was
perhaps due mainly to the fact that the male animals were
too. valuable to force for showing purposes. Any one who
wishes to estimate accurately the merit of the Tillyfour
bulls, should look at the accounts of the Westertown, Kin-
naird, Ballindalloch, Mains of XKelly, Easter Skene,
Drumin, Rothiemay, Castle Fraser, Montbletton, Kin-
nochtry, Tullochallum, and numerous other herds. A
few of the bulls bred at Tillyfour may be noted. First
there were the three Victors; then Windsor 221 ; Alford
231; Young Panmure 232; Napoleon 257; Rob Roy
Macgregor 267; Black Jock of Tillyfour 365; Black
Prince of Tillyfour 366; Sir James 369; Derby 377;
Defiance 397 ; Marshal 399 ; Garibaldi of Haughton 707 ;
Hero 400; Disraeli 401; Trojan 402; Reform 408;
Squire 436; Bright 454; Champion 459; Scotsman
474; Remarkable 482; Major of Tillyfour 509 ; Clova
517; Black Prince of Clova 518; Tam o’ Shanter 491;
Shah 680, &c.

We shall not attempt to enumerate the prizes won by
Mr M‘Combie in the show-yard, which, from the first
premium won at Alford in 1832 to the crowning victory
at Paris in 1878, furnishes a record of success without
precedent in the annals of stock-breeding. A remarkable
feature connected with Mr M‘Combie’s show cattle was that
nearly all his prize animals were of the Queen tribe. If
there were few of this tribe in the champion group at
Paris, the reason is not far to seek. Mr M‘Combie, as we
already mentioned, was unable so carefully to supervise
the management of his herd when he was in Parliament as
when he could devote his whole attention to it. But for
this, we feel satisfied he would not have allowed so many
of his best animals to be sold in 1874. Had not this sale
taken place, it might not have been necessary for him to
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have included representatives of other families than his
own in the group which won the highest honours that
have yet been bestowed on the polled breed.

Mr M‘Combie held numerous sales of breeding cattle.
The first of these took place in 1850, and the dispersion
sale was in 1880. Altogether about 350 breeding ani-
mals were sold publicly from the Tillyfour herd for up-
wards of £14,000. The influence of the herd has been
widespread. There is not a breeder who has not profited
by the lifelong exertions of Mr M‘Combie towards the
improvement of the breed.
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CHAPTER VIIL

EXTINCT HERDS—CONTINUED.

(1) The Westertown herd : Families reared by Mr Brown—Sires used full
of Panmure 51 and Queen blood—Mr Brown’s method of breeding—
Loss by pleuro-pneumonia—Revival of the herd—Its success in the
show-yard.—(2) The Kinnaird herd : Its antiquity—Description of the
early polled cattle at Kinnaird—Cows in the herd in 1840—Remarks
on tribes cultivated at Kinnaird—Old Lady Anne 743—The Floras,
Formosas, and Fannys—The Sarah and Beauty tribes extinct in female
line—The Earl of Southesk and his herd—His important purchases—
Dora 333, Kate 12, and Kathleen 339—Cup-Bearer 59, and his show-
yard victories—Pride of Angus 176—Octavia 331—Emily 832, and her
daughter Erica—The bull Windsor 221—Notes on the cattle bred at
Kinnaird—The fatal rinderpest, and extinction of the herd.—(3) The
Ardgay herd : The Zara tribe—Fair Maid of Perth 813, and Mayflower
314—The Honourable Charles Carnegie’s recollections of the Ardgay
stock.

Westertown.

Ar Westertown, Fochabers, a herd of polled cattle was
owned by the late Mr George Brown’s.father about half a
century ago, and animals exhibited from it gained prizes
at the early shows of the Morayshire Farmers’ Club, In
1853 Mr John Brown gave up to his son, Mr George
Brown, the entire management of the farm. The Wester-
town herd may thus, for all practical purposes, be said to
date from that year. When the herd was dispersed in
1874, it consisted of five families. These were the Roses,
tracing from Marion 308 (calved in 1855, by the Tillyfour
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bull Unecle Tom 90), bred by Mr James Fraser, Lhanbryde,
Elgin; the Victorias, tracing from Victoria of Auchinbo
127, bred by Mr Gordon, Auchinbo, who for many years
owned polled cattle; the Lady Anns, tracing from Young
Lady Ann 307, bred by Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour, calved
in 1850, by Vietor 46, and out of Lady Anu of Balgavies
102, bred by Colonel Dalgairns of Balgavies; and the
Duchesses, tracing from Duchess of Westertown 927, bred
by Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour, calved in 1860, and bought
as a calf in 1860 for 19 guineas. Duchess was got by Rob
Roy Macgregor 267, a son of Windsor 202, of the Queen
tribe, and out of Favourite 1237, also of the Queen tribe,
and, like Windsor 202, after Hanton 228. The remain-
ing family was the Violet, from Clara 89, bred by Mr
Brown. Among other cows in the herd, but extinct in the
female line for many years prior to 1874, were Paris Kate
309, calved in 1850, bred by Mr Bowie, and purchased in
1857 at West Scryne for £41; and Matchless 390, calved
in 1849, bred at Tillyfour, after Monarch 44, and descended
from the St John’s Wells herd.

The first sire of importance used by Mr George Brown
was Victor 46, calved in 1846, bred by Mr M‘Combie of
Tillyfour, after Monarch 44, a son of Panmure 51, and out
of Jean Ann 206, a daughter of Panmure 51. Then
followed Uncle Tom 90, another bull bred at Tillyfour,
but whose pedigree is not recorded. Next came Earl
Spencer 3rd 26, from Mains of Kelly, a great-grandson of
Panmure 51. In 1856 Mr Brown bought a bull calf from
Mr M‘Combie, which proved the most valuable and po-
tent animal introduced to the herd. The bull was Windsor
221, calved in 1856, after Hanton 228, and out of Windsor
202, who was a daughter of Victor 46 and Queen Mother
384, being thus very closely bred from the Panmure and
Queen blood. Windsor was sold in 1858 to the Earl of
Southesk, and his doings at Kinnaird and in the show-yard
are fully noticed in connection with that herd. On the
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sale of Windsor 221, King Charles 236, bred by Lord South-
esk, and descended on the dam’s side from a daughter of
Monarch 44, was transferred to Westertown. The chief
sires afterwards used were all bred at Westertown. They
were Prince Albert 237, calved in 1858, a son of Windsor
221 and Maid of Moray 310; President 354, calved in
1859, a son of Windsor 221 and Elizabeth 391, by Victor
46, Elizabeth being of the St John’s Wells Matchless strain ;
Captain 468, calved in 1863, a son of President 354, and
Rose 3rd 925 by Prince Albert 237 ; Success 469, calved
in 1865, a son of Captain 468 and Duchess 927 by Rob
Roy Macgregor; March 355, calved in 1867, a son of Suc-
cess 469 and Lady Ann 926 by Prince Albert 237 ; Baron
Settrington 356, calved in 1869, a son of Duchess 927 and
March 355; and Duke of Perth 357, calved in 1870, a
son of March 355 and Rose 3rd 925. It will thus be
seen that all the sires used by Mr Brown (with the ex-
ception of Uncle Tom 90, of whose breeding there is no
record) had flowing in their veins a plenteous stream of
the blood of Panmure 51 and the Ardovie Queens.

Mr Brown was perhaps, of all breeders of polled
cattle, the most systematic. There was no haphazard in
his mode of breeding. He fixed upon a certain strain of
blood and a certain type of cattle, and he laboured to
realise a distinet aim with such skill and method as had
been displayed by the Messrs Booth and Mr Bates in
breeding Shorthorns. His cattle were bred from close
affinities, but the dangers of excessive in-breeding were
guarded against by keeping a large number of stock bulls.
As the result of Mr Brown’s rare tact and judgment, a
thoroughly characteristic herd was built up. His animals
possessed a uniformity of type and style that was quite
unmistakable. In the show-yard the herd had reached
high eminence for several years previous to 1860, when it
sustained a serious reverse. At the Highland Society’s-
show at Dumfries that year, Mr Brown exhibited three
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animals. They all won prizes, but the victory was dearly
bought. The cattle caught pleuro-pneumonia at Dumfries,
and communicated it to the rest of the herd, which,
before the plague was stayed, was reduced to seven
animals. Mr Brown courageously, and with renewed
energy and determination, resumed breeding with this
remnant of a previously splendid herd. Showing was
abstained from until 1868, when the bull March retrieved
the laurels of the herd; and until Mr Brown’s death in
1874, show-yard honours again fell thick and fast. The
new herd had thus been actually in existence for only
about fourteen years, a period too brief for the maturing
of Mr Brown’s plans. Had his life been spared a few
years longer, it was confidently expected that Mr Brown
would have made Westertown the scene of as wonderful
achievements in cattle-breeding as Warlaby or Kirklev-
ington. But this was not to be. Mr Brown’s death in
1874 abruptly terminated a career that was full of promise.
At the dispersion of his herd in 1874 the animals fell
into good hands. They enriched many already valuable
stocks, and specimens of the Westertown families still
exist in considerable numbers. It is to be regretted,
however, that no one has attempted to complete the half-
finished work commenced so systematically and success-
fully by Mr Brown.

Kinnavrd.

The Honourable Charles Carnegie has kindly favoured
us with a long and most interesting communication re-
garding the first herd of polled cattle at Kinnaird Castle.
This herd occupied such a prominent position, and animals
bred in it have so largely contributed to the improvement
of herds into which they were introduced, that informa-
tion regarding it is of much importance. The extinction
of the herd by rinderpest in 1865 was a calamity to the
polled breed.
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Tt is, Mr Carnegie says, impossible to trace the origin of
the Kinnaird stock, which has probably gone on from
generation to generation from a very remote period. At
the time of the minority of the late Sir James Car-
negie of Southesk, which lasted from 1805 till 1821, the
home farm of Kinnaird was farmed by his mother, Lady
Carnegie, and then all the cattle were polled Angus—
indeed, probably there was no other breed in the dis-
trict. Lady Carnegie frequently spoke to the Honourable
Charles Carnegie about her cattle and their splendid
milking-qualities, also of her system of rearing calves.
This system consisted in feeding the calf with a mixture
of skimmed milk and boiled turnips—her secret of get-
ting the calves to take to it kindly being to put some of
the boiled turnips into the very first milk that was given
to the calf, as, if the calf had ever tasted pure milk, it
would have been very difficult to induce it to drink the
mixture.

As far as known to Mr Carnegie, no stock but polled
Angus was at Kinnaird until about 1834, when one or two
Ayrshire cows and an Ayrshire bull were got. The best
of the Angus cows were then sent to the bulls in the
neighbourhood, there being polled stock at that time at
every one of the adjacent farms. The use of the Ayrshire
bull was discontinued in 1840, though some of the Ayr-
shire cows continued to be kept till 1849 ; and Mr Car-
negie remembers some most excellent stock got by the
polled bull from these remaining Ayrshires. They were
generally black and polled, and some of them might easily
have been taken for pure Angus.

At the time of Mr Carnegie’s first personal recollec-
tion of the Kinnaird herd, there were about seven pure
Angus cows, besides the cows belonging to the servants,
all of which were polled. The prevailing colour of the
Kinnaird herd, as of all the cattle in the county, wa
black ; but there was hardly a herd which had not &«
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brindled cow in it, and, in many, a dun or a grey. Those
of the latter colour were called “droners,” and were sup-
posed to have a strain of Dutch blood in them, by descent
from some cows brought over by a Dutch company that
attempted to reclaim the basin of Montrose. Mr Car-
negie remembers, especially, grey cows belonging to the
late Mr Lyall, Old Montrose; the late Mr Ruxton, Far-
nell ; and the late Mr Mustard, Leuchland. The Kin-
naird herd in 1840 had no grey cows, but the brindled
cow Brandy is one of Mr Carnegie’s earliest recollections.
She was a very great favourite of the late Sir James
Carnegie, who used to say that she was the handsomest
Angus cow in the byre, except Lady Aune. She was of a
regular brindled colour, red striped with black, and had
very large hairy ears. A daughter of hers was pure red,
but not being a good milker, was not retained. There are
no traceable descendants of this cow. In 1840 there were
the following polled cows in the byre at Kinnaird : Old
Lady Anne 743, of whom more afterwards; Lucy 670
(misnamed “of Craigo” in the ‘ Herd Book,’ she having
nothing to do with that place), bought as a calf from the
late Mr Lyall, Old Montrose, then at Carcary; Brandy,
the brindled cow mentioned above; Charlotte, Margaret,
Jane, and Mary. Jane died in 1840, and the other ones;
without ‘Herd Book’ numbers, have left no traceable
descendants. The cattleman, however, had a dun-coloured
cow called Beauty. She was the dam of Beauty 96, also
of a dark-dun colour, and of a black cow entered in the
‘Herd Book’ as Angus 95.

The only addition made to the herd by Sir James, except
the descendants of the above, was in 1846, when the cow
Sarah 140 was bought from the late Mr Lyall, Old Montrose.
The bulls used were Colin 35, calved in 1840, after the
Old Montrose bull Wattie 135, and out of Lucy 670. As
a yearling, he beat the celebrated Panmure 51 at the local
show ; but the style of keeping he afterwards got was not
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likely to make a show-yard animal of him, and he was un-
successful at the Highland Society’s show at Dundee in
1843. Colin was succeeded by his son, Southesk 34, from
Old Bell 98; and just before Sir James Carnegie’s death in
1849, a young bull was purchased from Mr Ruxton, Far-
nell. This bull was a son of Adam 39, and his name
appears in some pedigrees. He was used only for those
cows that were too closely bred to Southesk, as he turned
out to have scurs, being the only beast with scurs Mr
Carnegie ever saw at Kinnaird in the late Sir James’s
lifetime, except a cow bought for one season for milk.

At the time of Sir James Carnegie’s death, the following
pure animals were in the herd : of the Lady Anne tribe—
Old Bell 98, Smutella 329, Lady Anne 97 (miscalled in
‘Herd Book’ “ of Craigo”), Nelly, Bell of Kinnaird 328,
Fanny of Kinnaird 330, Meg 708, and Violet 327, the last
four being heifers; of the Sarah tribe — Sarah 140, and
her daughter, Mary of Kinnaird 326 ; of the Beauty
tribe—Mona 325, and a sister of hers not enteéred in
‘Herd Book ;’ the cow Angus 95, of the same tribe, be-
longed to the park-keeper.

The oldest and most important tribe in the herd was
the Lady Anne tribe. The cow Old Lady Anne 743 was
a very old cow at the time of Mr Carnegie’s earliest recol-
lections, and she must have been calved about 1820. She
was said to have been a prize-taker in her time. Mr
Carnegie believes Old Lady Anne to be the oldest cow
recorded in vol. i. of the ‘Herd Book.” Old Lady Anne
and all her descendants, even to the present time, have
been most excellent milkers. They had the especial
property of continuing to give a large quantity of milk till
close on the time that they were due to calve, and, if
allowed, they would continue to milk on till their calving.
The old cattleman used to say that he believed that, from
one year's end to the other, Old Lady Anne and her
descendants gave more milk than any of the Ayrshires,
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though they might not give so much just after calving.
All the members of the tribe at Kinnaird were also very
docile. This family is now represented by three strains :
one through Flora of Portlethen 244, one through Formosa
186 (inadvertently entered in vol. i. of ‘Herd Book’
among bulls)—both descendants of Fanny of Kinnaird 330
—and one through Lavender 1007, a grand-daughter of
Lady Anne 97.

The Sarah 140 tribe is extinct, except in the male line,
the bulls Kinnaird 224 and Mariner 148 of that tribe
having, however, left a good many noteworthy animals:

The Beauty 96 tribe is probably extinet, as the Erica
family is descended from another Beauty, as must also be
the son of Beauty 96, given in some pedigrees. Beauty
96 had only one calf, and that a heifer, Mona 325.

Sir James Carnegie died in 1849, and was succeeded by
his son Sir James, now Earl of Southesk. No addition
was made to the herd till 1851, in which year were pur-
chased the bull Balnamoon 36 from the late David
Carnegie Arbuthnott, and the heifers Charlotte (not
entered in ¢ Herd Rook’) and Dora 333 from Mr Ruxton,
Farnell. These heifers were both bred by Mr Watson,
Keillor, and the latter was the foundress of what was
generally considered the best family in the Kinnaird herd.
So little, however, were fancy stock prized in those days,
that Dora was (being supposed a doubtful breeder) bought
for £19, 5s. She gained many prizes, and Lord Southesk
was offered 100 guineas for her at the great show at Paris,
where she took the second prize. In 1852 was bought
from the Crathes herd Kate 12, together with her heifer
calf, Kathleen 339, by Strathmore 5. Xate 12 was bred
by the late Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour. A more import-
ant purchase, however, took place at the Highland Society’s
show at Perth that same year—mnamely, that of the bull
Cup-Bearer 59, from Mr Bowie, Mains of Kelly. Cup-
Bearer was then two years old, and had won the first
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prizes at the Highland Society and local shows. He
proved a most valuable acquisition to the herd—leaving
a great number of good stock ; and it is curious to note
that Mr Carnegie is aware of only one calf out of the very
large number that he got that had any trace of scurs.
The portrait of Cup-Bearer is in vol. i. of the < Herd
Book,” and a representation of his head is on the binding
of that volume. The price paid for this magnificent bull
was £60.

In 1853, Pride of Angus 176, the first-prize two-year-
old heifer at the Royal Northern Society’s show, was
bought for £100 from the late Robert Scott of Balwyllo.
In the same autumn, at the Auchtertyre sale of the late
Mr Watson, Keillor, the cow Octavia 331, and the year-
ling heifer Emily 332, were added to the herd. The for-
mer was a prize heifer, and was entered in the catalogue
as by Old Jock 1, dam Old Favourite. - She turned out,
however, not to be in calf, and was put to Cup-Bearer 59,
The issue was Odin 153, who was sold to Mr Morison of
Bognie, and whose name appears in so many of the
Bognie and Montbletton pedigrees. The heifer Emily
332 is entered in the same catalogue as by Old Jock
1, dam Beauty, “the dam of Sir T. Burnett’s famous
bull.” There was, as already stated, some confusion re-
garding the various Beauties in the ‘Herd Book, and Mr
Carnegie believes that there are three, if not more, separ-
ate animals of that name, all bred by Mr Watson, Keillor,
and probably all nearly related. None of these had
anything to do with Beauty 96, who was, as mentioned
before, of a totally different strain of blood. Mr Ter-
guson, Kinnochtry, informs us that Beauty, the dam of
Emily 332, was sold by Mr Watson to Sir Alexander
Burnett. Mr Watson bought her and her yearling bull,
The Baronet 339, back from Sir Alexander in 1856. Emily
332 became noted as the dam of Erica 843, whose blood
is now so well known. She was a cow of fair but not
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very large size, with a most perfect head, and splendid
quality. She was, however, always a little dipped in the
back, which prevented her from taking high honours in
the show-yard. She was a most valuable dairy cow, and
besides breeding Erica 843, had several other fine calves,
two of them having gone to Denmark.

The next addition was made in 1857, by the purchase
of the cow Caroline of Kinnaird 562, and the heifer Thetis
568, from Mr Bowie, Mains of Kelly. The former was
rather an unfortunate cow, as her calves generally died.
She was, however, the dam of Columbia and Clarissa,
both Highland Society prize-winners. The prices were
between £60 and £70 for Caroline, and over £30 for
Thetis. In 1858, Lord Southesk bought the heifer Prin-
cess Philomel 269, from the late Mr Walker, Portlethen.
The price was 37 guineas, as it was thought doubtful if
she was in calf. She was a very fine cow, and through
her daughter, Perdita 848, by Druid 225, is ancestress of
the celebrated Palmerston 374. In the winter of the same
year, Lord Southesk bought from the late Mr Brown,
Westertown, the cow Irene 311, and the bull Windsor 221.
The price of the cow was £50, and that of the bull was
£150 in money and the bull-calf King Charles 236 (by
Druid 225, out of Kathleen 339), whose name appears in
many pedigrees. Windsor was a very fine bull, with
grand fore-end and back, and he left a great many good
stock, both at Westertown and Kinnaird.

In 1859, at the sale of the late Mr Scott’s (of Balwyllo)
cattle, the following were bought: Balwyllo Queen 445, price
about 50 guineas ; Topsy 447, price over 40 guineas; and
the heifer Rosebud 460, price about 70 guineas. At the
same sale the Honourable Charles Carnegie bought Keep-
sake 427 and Charlotte of Balwyllo 470 ; but as he relin-
quished his then intention of taking a farm, these animals
were added to the Kinnaird herd. Balwyllo Queen 445
was a very fine cow. She took prizes both at the Highland
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Society and local shows, and was the dam of Jupiter 471
and Quadroona, both winuers of first prizes at the High-
land Society’s shows. In 1861, Empress of France 578
was bought from Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour for 60 guineas.
She was a full sister of the famous Pride of Aberdeen 581,
whom she greatly resembled, except that she was rather
dipped in the back. She was, when purchased, in calf to
Lord Clyde 249, and the produce was Julius Caesar, the
third-prize bull at Battersea as a yearling, and second at
the Highland Society as a two-year-old. The next addi-
tion, and the last before the fatal rinderpest, was in 1863,
when the cows Heather Bell 717 and Gem 719 were
bought for 60 guineas and 40 guineas respectively at the
dispersion of the Balwyllo herd.

During the years between 1849 and 1865 many ex-
cellent animals were bred in the herd. It is of course un-
necessary to mention every animal, but some of the most
noteworthy were as follows: In 1851 was calved Ada 338,
by a bull bred at Leuchland, and out of Dora 333 Ada
had not a calf till she was over four years old, and was one
of the largest cows of the breed Mr Carnegie eversaw. She
was honourably mentioned at the Paris show in 1856. In
1852 and 1853 were calved Flavia 376, Flora of Port-
lethen 244, Barbara 337, and lavinia 336, all by Bal-
namoon, and of the Lady Anne tribe; and Dulcinea 334,
by Cup-Bearer 59, out of Dora 333. The first three all
took prizes as heifers at the local shows, and Barbara 337
was a very excellent type of the Angus cow, a splendid
milker, and a very steady breeder. Flavia 376 and Flora
244, though not so large, were both very neat; and the
late Mr Walker, Portlethen, informed Mr Carnegie that
Flora brought up three calves at one time. Dulcinea 334
was, however, “the pick of the basket,” and was one of
the best cows of the breed. She was not shown as a
heifer, being a late calf, but as a cow she was first at the
Royal Agricultural Society’s show at Chester. She was
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twice third at the Highland Society’s shows, and won
many local prizes. She did not milk well her first two
years, but developed into a good emough milker, rearing
twin-calves one year.

In 1854, Dora 333 produced Druid 225, and Mary of
Kinnaird 326 Mariner 148; and the same year Octavia
331 produced Odin 153,—all by Cup-Bearer 59. Odin 153
was sold to Mr Morison of Bognie, and was the ancestor of
many of the best stock in that part of the country. His
son, The Earl 291, won the first prize at the Highland
Show for the late Mr Walker, Montbletton, and he seems
to have thoroughly made his mark. Mariner 148 was
sold to Mr Lyell of Sheilhill, and was the father of Tom
Pipes 301 and Prospero 302, both Highland Society first-
prize winners. Druid 225 was, however, the most dis-
tinguished of the three. Owing to his being a late calf,
and his having been obliged to be fired in one of his legs,
he was not formidable as a yearling ; but as a two-year-old
there have probably been few finer specimens of the breed.
He combined large size with fine quality and a most excel-
lent temper ; and, admirable as is his portrait by Gourlay
Steele, it hardly does justice to the perfection of his quar-
ters. He carried everything before him as a two and three
year old, and was only beaten when four years old for the
Dutrone prize at Aberdeen, at the somewhat memorable
show of 1858 ; and at Battersea in 1862, when eight years
old, he was placed second to Prospero 302, the reason
alleged by the judges being that the younger bull would
be the more serviceable animal. Druid 225, however, with
all his show-yard excellences, had a grave defect—he was
not a very useful bull. The stock that he did get were all
very good, but there were very few of them. Through his
sons, King Charles 236 and Raven 270, and his daughters,
Perdita 848, the granddam of Palmerston 374, and Thalia
1233, the dam of Theodore 393, his blood flows in the
veins of many of the best beasts in the country. The
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same year was also calved Poppy, by Cup-Bearer 59, out
of Pride of Angus 176. She was second as one of a pair
at the Royal Northern as a yearling; first as a two-year-
old; second at the Highland Society’s show at Inverness
as a two-year-old ; and won first prizes at the Angus Agri-
cultural Society’s shows at both ages. She was sold to Mr
Collie, Ardgay, for about £60, and he changed her name
to Empress 312. She had only one calf, a bull. XKitty,
by Cup-Bearer 59, out of Kate 12, was shown with her in
the pair that took the first prize as yearlings at the Angus
show, and second at the Royal Northern. Xitty was sold
to Lord Cawdor.

In 1855, in the whole herd there were only two heifer
calves. One of these, Oriana 378, by Cup-Bearer 59, out
of Octavia 331, was a very late calf. She, however, won
the first prizes at the Royal Agricultural Society’s show
at Chester as a heifer, and at Warwick as a cow ; also two
first prizes at local shows as a cow. She was one-of the
neatest animals in the herd, though not big. She was
sold to the late Mr Goodlet, Bolshan, in 1861, for 40
guineas. She left very good stock; but it was almost
all kept at Kinnaird, and was exterminated by rinderpest.
Her blood is, however, to be found in some pedigrees,
through her son Orestes 273. The bull calves in 1855
were a good lot, but few of them appear in modern pedi-
grees. Mark, afterwards called Kinnaird 224, by Cup-
Bearer 59, out of Mary of Kinnaird 326, a hand-reared
calf, was bought by the late Mr Collfe, Ardgay, and be-
came a celebrated bull. He was first at the Highland
Society’s show at Glasgow as a two-year-old, and carried
all before him at local shows. He was a very heavy bull,
which was somewhat remarkable, as his mother was a
very small cow—in fact, the smallest cow in the herd.
He had a grand fore-end, but wanted a little at the top
of the tail. His name appears in many pedigrees, and
his stock were uniformly good. A ‘good young bull,
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Dictator, by Cup-Bearer 59, out of Dora 333, was sold to
Mr Sproat, Borness, in Kirkcudbrightshire; and Epicure
114, by Cup-Bearer 59, from Emily 332, went to Sir J. S.
Forbes of Fettercairn. The bull Fortitude 28, by Bal-
namoon 36, was also calved in 1855. On the last day of
1855 was calved The Admiral 227, by Cup-Bearer 59, out
of Ada 338. This was a very good young bull, but he was
of course too old for showing. He was taken into the
herd, but was not a very useful sire. Fusilier 226, by
Cup-Bearer 59, out of Fanny of Kinnaird 330, a very neat
little bull, calved in 1856, was also kept, and got some
very good stock, though nothing celebrated came from
him. In this same year, 1856, Emily 332 had a bull calf
named Erebus, that was sold to go to Denmark. There
were only four heifers this year, one of whom, Blossom of
Kinnaird 565, by Cup-Bearer 59, from Barbara 337, was a
prize-winner at local shows ; and another, Dahlia 569, by
Druid 225, out of Duleinea 334, who, although rather a
poor yearling, developed into a fine young cow, but died
of quarter-ill whilst nursing her first calf. This was
the only death from that complaint that happened in the
herd. It is curious that it should have attacked a grown-
up animal—one, moreover, in not very high condition.
The year 1857 was more of a heifer year than the two
previous ones had been. Deodora 1232, by Captain Cook
143, from Dulcinea 334, was a day or two too old to show.
She, however, distinguished herself as a breeder—Delaware
457, Damascus 495, and Sultan 477 being all from her.
The two former were by Windsor 221, and were sold
to Mr M‘Combie, Easter Skene, and Mr Tayler of Glen-
barry respectively. The ¢ Herd Book’ records many prize-
winners got by them. Sultan 477, by Prince of Wales 453,
was bred by the late Mr Paterson, Mulben, to whom
Deodora 1232 was sold. He seems to have got some good
stock at Mulben. Mr Tayler informed Mr Carnegie that
he parted with Damascus 495 only on account of his
K
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bad temper. This is somewhat remarkable, as Deodora
1232 was, with perhaps the exception of her half-sister
Dahlia 569, the tamest cow at Kinnaird. She and her
sister would either of them come from a long distance
if called, and would follow like a pet dog any one they
knew. Florence of Kinnaird 1274, by Druid 225, out of
Flavia 376, of the old Kinnaird stock, was a very taking
heifer. She won a prize at the Royal Agricultural show,
and some prizes at local shows. She was sold to Lady
Dunmore, and lived for many years at Dunmore as a pet,
though by no means a useless one, as she, like the rest of
her kind, was a fine dairy cow. Dolores 1285, by Cup-
Bearer 59, out of Dora 333, was a rather late calf, but
was shown as a two-year-old, and at the local shows
stood second to her more celebrated neighbour Erica 843.
Dolores 1285 proved a very good breeder, and she and
most. of her stock were retained at Kinnaird, unfortu-
nately to perish with the rest of the herd. She had one
bull calf, Draco 338, by Windsor 221. Mr Walker, Ard-
huncart, Mossat, bought him as a calf, and he did most
excellent service in his herd.

Last but not least of the heifers of 1857 must be men-
tioned Erica 843, by Cup-Bearer 59, out of Emily 332.
Not being either an early or a very strong calf, Erica 843
was not shown as a yearling. In the autumn of 1858,
the late Mr Collie, Ardgay, paid a visit to Kinnaird, and
was so much struck by her beauty, that he begged Lord
Southesk to make her up for the shows next year. This
was done, and at the local show she was first, and very
much admired. Unfortunately, however, at the Highland
Society’s show she was, from certain reasons, out of condi-
tion, and consequently looking at her worst, her fault, a
slight tendency to slackness in the back, showing very
prominently—so much so, that the judges put her out
before either of her companions Dolores 1285 and Flor-
ence 1274, That Erica would have been beaten on her
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merits at that show is, however, quite certain, as her suc-
cessful rival was the celebrated Pride of Aberdeen 581,
probably the best heifer of the breed yet seen. She
would, however, if in good condition, have probably been
second. In 1861, as a cow, Erica 843 was placed third
at the Highland Society ; but one of those before her was
disqualified, so that she was actually second. She was
also first at the local show. In that year she was sold to
Sir George Macpherson Grant for 50 guineas, the highest
price at the Kinnaird sale. It is needless to remark
here on the many excellent animals that now trace de-
scent from this valuable cow. ZErica 843 herself was not
a very large cow, but was almost bigger than what is
called “a big little one.” She stood on very short legs,
and had a lovely, feminine head, and splendid quality.
Lord Southesk remarked, that after the sale he much re-
gretted he had sold her, but that now he was glad, as
otherwise her race might have been also extinguished.

The only bull calf of any note in 1857 was Raven 270,
by Druid 225, out of Rebecca 340. Raven 270 was used
in the herd, and got one or two good animals. He was a
fair but not first-class bull, and won the first prize at
the local show as a yearling, beating the bull Young Pan-
mure 232, who subsequently beat him at the Highland
Society’s show, where Raven was not placed.

In 1858 the calves altogether were not equal to those of
1857. Of the heifers, Dorothea and Olympia 1300 were
perhaps the best. They were both by Fusilier 226-—one
from Dora 333, and the other from Octavia 331. Doro-
thea, who had a little more white than was desirable, won
the first prize at the Royal Agricultural Society at War-
wick as a yearling. She was subsequently sent out to
Canada along with a young bull, Orlando, by Raven 270,
out of Octavia 331, as a present to the late Sir George
Simpson. Whether they left any stock there or not is not
known to us. Formosa 186, by Captain Kidd 184, out of
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Flavia 376, the ancestress of the numerous Floras and
Fancys of East Tulloch, was also calved in 1858, but was
never exhibited. The most noteworthy of the bull calves
of 1858 was King Charles 236, by Druid 225, out of
Kathleen 339. As a calf he went to the late Mr Brown,
Westertown, as part payment for the bull Windsor 221.
Mr Brown afterwards sold him to Sir George Macpher-
son Grant. At Ballindalloch he seems to have done good
service, as many first-class animals, both there and at
Advie, have his. name in their pedigree. King Charles
236, when seen at the Highland Society’s show in Edin-
burgh in 1859, was a bull of immense size, girthing more
than the Shorthorn bulls of the same age. Ie also had a
very good head, and fine quality. He was, however, not
quite a true-made bull, and Mr Carnegie was somewhat
disappointed with him, as, when a calf, he promised
to be very superior. A good bull calf by Cup-Bearer
59, out of Emily 332, called Ethelred 272, was scld to Sir
J. 8. Forbes; but we are not aware if he has left any living
. descendants.

In 1859 the most prominent bull calf was Black Douglas
311, by the Balwyllo bull President 3rd 246, out of the
cow Barbara 337, of the old Kinnaird stock. The late Mr
Collie, Ardgay, took a very great fancy to this calf, and
offered 80 guineas for him, which, as Windsor 221 had
lately been added to the herd, and consequently two in-
fusions of fresh blood were not wanted, was accepted.
Black Douglas 311 never quite fulfilled the promise of his
youth. He had from the first a complete aversion to oil-
cake; and though he got some good stock at Ardgay,
he did not turn out the wonder Mr Collie expected when
he bought him. Another bull calf of the same year was
Domino, a rather late calf, by Raven 270, out of Dora 333.
He had small scurs, and was sold to Mr Morison of Bognie.
As the pedigrees in the Bognie herd were not well kept, it is
impossible to say if there is any of his stock left; but from
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his breeding he ought—bar the blemish before mentioned—
to have been a valuable bull. The best heifer of the year
was Kalliope 1234, by Raven 270, out of Kathleen 339.
She grew into a cow of very fine quality, but was never
better than local-show form. She proved a very good
breeder, the two bulls Commodore 490 and Cavalier 411,
and the heifer Clio, all by Windsor 221, being far above
average, the heifer especially having carried all before her
both as a yearling and two-year-old ; and the bulls having
left good stock, Commodore 490 in the Castle Fraser herd,
and Cavalier 411, first with Colonel M‘Inroy at The Burn,
and afterwards at Haster Tulloch. A very perfectly shaped
heifer calved late that year was Iris 844, by Windsor 221,
out of Irene 311. She was sold to Sir George Macpherson
Grant at the same time as Erica, but unfortunately she
died in calving.

The year 1860 was a good year for heifers. Ophelia, by
‘Windsor 221, out of Oriana 378, was calved a day or two
too soon to show; but she was probably the best of ‘the
lot, and was intended to have been the show cow in 1866,
along with Esmeralda, a daughter of Druid 225, and Emily
332, who was calved in October or November the same
year. These two beautiful cows were very good speci-
mens of the get of their celebrated sires. Mr Carnegie
says Ophelia was a large-framed, upstanding, Juno-like
cow, perfectly level in her flesh, and a fair toucher; while
Esmeralda was more of the Venus type, with fine head,
deep brisket, small bone, and splendid quality. She was,
however, not quite so evenly fleshed as Ophelia. It is
melancholy to think that two such animals have left no
descendants to perpetuate their excellence. Ophelia suc-
cumbed to the rinderpest. Esmeralda, after a desperate
battle with the disease, recovered, but proved useless as a
breeder. Due to calve in the month of March 1866, she
retained her calf till about October 1867, when she calved
a dried-up object, about the size and appearance of an over,
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roasted hare. This remarkable specimen is now in the
museum of Dr Mathews Duncan. If, however, Ophelia
and Esmeralda could not be shown as heifers on account
of their ages, there were others who could. Columbia, by
‘Windsor 221, out of Caroline 562, won the first prize at
the Highland Society as a yearling ; also, along with Bella-
donna, by Windsor, out of Barbara 337, the first prize at
the local show. Columbia was next year third as a heifer
at Battersea, and not being a breeder, was sent to the
Smithfield show, where she won the first prize. There
were two other very beautiful heifers, calved rather late
in 1860, both by Druid 225,—one Kassandra, from Kath-
leen 330; and the other Perdita 848, from Princess Philo-
mel 269. DBoth these were sold at the sale in 1861. XKas-
sandra was bought by the late Mr Paterson, Mulben, in
whose possession Mr Carnegie saw her in 1866, a very
~handsome cow. She has left no recorded descendants.
Perdita 848 was sold to the late Mr Walker, Portlethen,
and seems to have done well with him, as the celebrated
Palmerston 374 was a descendant of hers. Of the bulls
calved in 1860, Delaware 457 has been mentioned already.
The only other noteworthy one was Diodorus, the third-
prize two-year-old at the Battersea show. He was by
‘Windsor 221, out of Dora 333, and was afterwards sold to
go to Denmark.

In 1861 was calved Rosetta, by Druid 225, out of Rose-
bud 460, the first prize yearling at Battersea, and second
two-year-old at the Highland Show ;-and Quadroona, by
‘Windsor 221, out of Balwyllo Queen 445, the first-prize
Highland Society’s two-year-old heifer. The latter was
fed, being no breeder, and won first prizes at Birmingham
and Smithfield shows. Thalia 1233, by Druid 225, out of
Thetis 568, was also a nice heifer, but was spoiled by hav-
ing a calf when little more than a year old. Thalia 1233
was the mother of the Easter Tulloch bull, Theodore 393, by
Jupiter 471. Of the bull calves of that year, Damascus
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495, and Draco 338, have been already noticed. The two
most promising calves were, however, considered to be
Don Fernando 514, by Windsor 221, out of Duleinea 334,
and Julius Cesar, by Lord Clyde 249, out of Empress of
France 578. The former was sold as a calf to the late
Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour. He was the sire of Hero
400, from whom many good things are descended. Mr
Carnegie was much pleased with the stock from him at
Mr M<Combie’s sale in 1867. He was, it is believed,
foundered in his legs, otherwise he might have been a show
bull. Julius Ceesar was retained in the herd. He was
third as a yearling at Battersea, and second at the High-
land Society’s show the following year, and was a bull of
great substance and considerable merit, though by no
means a perfect animal. His stock, however, were so
good, that it was a matter of regret that he was not kept
longer in the herd. King Henry 390, by Windsor 221,
out of Kathleen 339, was also sold as a calf in 1861, He
was a May calf; and Mr Scott, Easter Tulloch, got him for
fourteen and a half guineas. Mr Carnegie never saw him
after the sale, but has heard that he turned out very well.
He certainly has left very worthy descendants.

In 1862 the heifers were again to the front—Clio, by
‘Windsor 221, out of Kalliope 1234, and Clarissa, by a
young bull, Don Roderick, a son of Dulcinea, out of
Caroline 562, carrying all before them, at the Highland
Society and local shows, both as one and two year olds.
Clio was exposed for sale in 1865, but was bought in.
She was afterwards slaughtered,—some of the other cattle
in the same building with her being supposed to have rin-
derpest. Clarissa was sold at the same sale to Mr Good-
let, at the reserve price of 40 guineas. She, however,
died of rinderpest in his possession. The most promising
bull calf of 1862 was one by Druid 225, out of Barbara
337. He was sold to Mr Holmes, Mataura Plains, New
Zealand, and named Southesk 2nd. Mr Carnegie has rea-
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son to believe it to be probable that it was a descendant
of this bull that found its way to the Sandwich Islands,
where it is said to have done much to improve the breed
of cattle. In November 1862 was calved the bull Jupiter
471, by Windsor 221, out of Balwyllo Queen 445. This
excellent bull recovered from the rinderpest, and took the
first prize at Dundee, and afterwards at the Highland
Show. He was then sold to Mr Paterson, Mulben, in
whose possession he got a great many stock. Ile wasa
bull of Jarge size and good substance; but, like other
Balwyllo animals, was a trifle rough in the hair—not
enough, however, to be a very grave defect.

Of the calves of 1863, 1864, and 1865, it is almost need-
less to write. There were many of them that were as
good as any of those before them ; but the record almost
invariably is, “ died of rinderpest.” The bulls Commodore
490 and Cavalier 411, calved respectively in 1863 and
1864, have been noted ; as has also been Theodore 393,
calved in 1865. There was, however, a calf—Gustavus,
by Wellington, a young Balwyllo bull, out of Gem 719,
calved in 1864, of whom Mr Carnegie has heard it said
that he improved the stock of a whole glen.

In 1865 the rinderpest came, and practically annihilated
the Kinnaird herd. Of the nature of this disease, it is
not within the scope of this volume to deal. It is suffi-
cient to say that it seems to yield to no treatment, and
that female animals who have recovered from it seem
never to be of any use as breeders. In the case of the
Kinnaird herd, the recoveries were only five—viz., the
bull Jupiter 471, and the cows Dulcinea 334, Esmeralda,
Heather Bell 717, and Balwyllo Queen 445. Dulcinea
334 had one calf, a bull called Don Sebastian, by Jupiter
471. This animal, the sire of Southesk of Kelly 465,
promised to be a very fine one; but was afterwards
obliged to be slaughtered, owing to an internal tumour
which probably was congenital. Heather Bell 717 had a
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deformed calf. Balwyllo Queen 445 cast calf, and none of
them ever bred again. Esmeralda, as before mentioned,
calved a dried-up foetus more‘than a year after time. The
only pure-bred cows left were Rhoda 566, and Bella,
belonging to two of the servants. These animals never
had the rinderpest. From the first came Bolshan 420,
and from the latter Southesk of Kelly. Bella is not
entered in the ‘Herd Book,” but was by Raven 270, out
of Bell of Kinnaird 328. Lord Southesk also bought a
heifer by Windsor 221, out of Gem 719, with whom he got
the first prize as a yearling at the show at Dundee. ~She
was afterwards sold to Lord Airlie.

Ardgay.

Mr John Collie, Ardgay, Forres, had a fine herd of
polled cattle, which was dispersed in 1866. In founding
the herd, Mr Collie, who was a very good judge, picked
up in the locality a number of animals which, although
of short recorded ancestry, were of more than ordinary
individual merit. Blinkbonny 815, one of these, was the
dam of Marion 308, the foundress of the Westertown Rose
family. Another was Dorrit 316, calved in 1850, bred by
the trustees of Mr Howitt, Rothiemay; and it is in con-
nection with the descendants of this cow that the fame of
the Ardgay herd is chiefly perpetuated. Dorrit, when in
the possession of Mr Charles Kay, Earnside, bred in 1855
Hinda 322, whose sire is not recorded. In 18537, in Mr
Collie’s possession, Hinda was put to Lord Southesk’s bull
Kinnaird 224 (a son of Cup-Bearer 59), and the produce
was Normahal 726. Normahal was again put to Kin-
naird, and in 1860 gave birth to Zara 1228—the second-
prize two-year-old heifer at Battersea in 1862. Zara was
bought by Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour, to whom she bred,
among others, the heifers Kate of Aberdeen, by Black
Prince of Tillyfour 366, and Matilda of Tillyfour 1175,
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by Bright 454. Of Kate of Aberdeen (not entered in
the ¢ Herd Book’) Mr Dixon says, “She was certainly the
best calf of any breed we have ever looked over.” Kate
was the first-prize yearling and two-year-old at the High-
land Society’s shows in 1864 and 1865. It is, however,
through the descendants of Matilda and her daughter
Pride of Alford 1778, first-prize yearling at Kelso in 1872,
that the tribe is now best known. Mr M‘Combie also
purchased Normahal, who was the dam of the famous
Bright 454 ; while from Zara was bred the bulls Cham-
pion 459 and Scotsman 474. Another animal bred by Mr
Collie from the cattle obtained in the locality was Marius
564, the first-prize yearling bull of the Highland Society
at Inverness in 1865, afterwards passing into the posses-
sion of the late Mr Robertson, Burnside. Mr Collie
also owned Fair Maid of Perth 313, of the Queen tribe,
purchased at Tillyfour in 1857 for £86. She was the first-
prize cow at the National show at Edinburgh in 1859.
He won with Mayflower 314, bred at Mulben, the first
prize for cows at the Highland Society’s show at Perth in
1861. The famous Balwyllo cow, Keepsake 427, was at
Ardgay for some years, as were also several other cows
from Kinnaird and Balwyllo. The chief sires in the herd
were Black Douglas 311 and Kinnaird 224—both bred by
Lord Southesk, and the latter the second-prize twe-year-
old at Glasgow in 1857—and Arthur of Balwyllo 478.
The Honourable Charles Carnegie, who in November 1857
went to Mr Collie as a pupil, has supplied us with a few
notes regarding the Ardgay herd. When Mr Carnegie
went to Mr Collie’s, he found there the following polled
stock—viz., Fair Maid of Perth 313, Empress 312-—bought
from the Earl of Southesk for 60 guineas—Blinkbonny
315, Cordelia 320, Dorrit 316, Hinda 322, Nannie 321,
Duchess 317, Mayflower 314, and some heifer calves.
Fair Maid of Perth, afterwards in succession second
and first at the Highland Society’s shows, was a grand
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cow. Her fault was, that she was a little too prominent
over the hooks. She was a difficult animal to prepare
for the show-yard, as she had a tremendous appetite
and gave a lot of milk. Empress 312, who had a bull
calf—Prince Imperial 223—never bred again, and the calf
proved useless. Blinkbonny was a very well-topped cow,
but wanted in underline, and had a plain head. Cordelia
never bred anything worth noticing, though herself not de-
ficient in second-rate merit. Dorrit was a very neat, sweet
little cow, and far superior to her daughter Hinda, who was
commonplace in appearance. Hinda, however, always bred
well. Dorrit’s heifer calf Alice was a prize-taker, but being
a free-martin, never bred. One of Hinda’s calves was Lala
Rookh 730, whose name appears in many pedigrees, and
who herself was a very good heifer. Nannie and Duchess
were both of a good, useful sort, and the latter was the
granddam of Mr M‘Combie’s celebrated ox Black Prince.
Mayflower turned out a beautiful cow. She was second
and first at the Highland Society’s shows, though it is
believed that in the latter case she failed to qualify, not
being in calf. Mayflower ended her show-yard career at
the Smithfield show, where she won the first prize for Mr
M‘Combie, who bought her along with several others a
few years later. During the time that Mr Collie continued
to keep polled stock, he bred several animals of note.
Normahal 726 and Zara 1228, descendants of Hinda, were
both very good. The former was a very taking heifer;
and though she did not grow very large as a cow, she
looked extremely well when Mr Carnegie saw her and bid
for her at Mr M‘Combie’s sale in 1867. Zara, who won
the second prize at Battersea, was also a very handsome
heifer, and, as previously noticed, could boast of being
the ancestress of many prize-takers.
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CHAPTER IX.

EXTINCT HERDS—CONCLUDED.

(1) The Balwyllo herd : Its characteristics—The Princess, Isabelly, Viec-
toria, Keepsake, Annie Laurie, Emily, and other families.—(2) The
Mulben herd: Origin and progress—Sires used by Mr Paterson.—
(3) The Castle Fraser herd : Position in show-yard—Breeding of bulls
used—~Sale in 1870.—(4) The Aboyne Castle herd : The Marquis of
Huntly’s services to the breed, and their recognition—Sketch of ani-
mals composing the herd—Madge of Portlethen 1217.—(5) The Duff
House herd : Notes regarding chief animals—Their wonderful success
in exhibition.—(6) The Balquharn herd : Mr Adamson’s aim in breed-
ing—Dispersion in 1881 the best public sale of polled cattle that has
ever been held.—(7) Other herds: Fyvie Castle, Tullochallum, Bruck-
lay, Fernyflatt, Bognie, Indego, Garline, &ec.

Balwyllo.

AMONG the early Forfarshire herds, that at Balwyllo occu-
pied a high place, and its blood still circulates in-many
famous stocks. We are indebted to the Honourable Charles
Carnegie for the following account of the herd: The
late Mr Robert Scott of Balwyllo, who died somewhere
about 1846 (I am not sure of the precise date), had a herd
of polled cattle that was well known in my boyhood.
After his death the herd was carried on by his son, also
Robert Scott, who took a great interest in it, and was very
successful in the show-yard. After his early death his
mother continued to manage the farm of which, in 1863,
she herself took the lease. At this date the whole of
the stock was brought to the hammer, but Mrs Scott



BALWYLLO HERD—THE PRINCESS FAMILY. 157

bought one or two very good animals. They, however
fell victims to the rinderpest, and since then no pure stock
has been kept at Balwyllo. Previous to the final disper-
sion in 1863, the trustees had a large draft-sale on the
termination of the lease of the farm of Powis, on the
Southesk estate, and it is to the descendants of the ani-
mals sold at these sales that we must now look for the
blood of this fine herd.

,The characteristics of the herd in my memory were
great size and fleshiness, and very early maturity, which
made the Balwyllo yearlings always very hard to beat in
the show-yard. There was, however, a slight tendency to
coarseness in the bone, or unlevelness of flesh, as they
grew up, and a slight roughness of hair, especially in the
males, which detracted from the general sweetness in ap-
pearance of many of the mature animals.

I will note in detail, as far as my memory serves me,
some of the most remarkable animals, taking them, for
convenience’ sake, in families :—

The Princess Family.—This family—descended from
Princess 47—must not be confounded with the Kinnochtry
family of the same name, although, curiously enough, there
is a descent in the male line of the latter family from the
former. The foundress of the family, Princess 47, was
bred by the late Mr Ruxton, Farnell, and was got by the
celebrated Panmure 51. Princess herself was a consider-
able prize-taker, and I have always heard her spoken of as
a very handsome cow, and free from the defects I have
mentioned as sometimes to be seen in the Balwyllo cattle.
From Princess 47 were bred three bulls, all of whom were
used in the herd, one being Stanley 52, by Joseph 53, a
Balwyllo-bred bull, and the other, President 205, by the
Keillor-bred Adam 39. I have no recollection of Stanley,
but I have seen President 205, though I have no further
memory of him than that he was handsome. He was a
very successful prize-taker, as will be seen from the record
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of his prizes in vol. i. of the ‘Herd Book.” The third bull
from Princess, Noble 245, was a pretty good bull, though
inferior to his brother. He was, however, decidedly hard
in the hair. Princess 47 has two recorded daughters—
viz., Bracelet 50, by Joseph 53, and Maggie of Balwyllo
433, by Maynooth 58. The former, Bracelet, was a prize-
taker, but I have no personal recollection of her. I re-
member, however, a very pretty daughter of hers, Bracelet
2nd 455, by Stanley 2nd 198; who was sold at the sale at
Powis in 1859. The other daughter of Princess—viz,
Maggie of Balwyllo 433—I remember well. She was
rather smaller than many of the rest of the stock, but she
was neat, and what I call “ladylike.” Her stock were all
good. Her son, Tom 310, by Windsor 221, was a very
fine bull, and was second at the Highland Society’s show
at Perth in 1861 as a yearling, besides taking first prizes
at local shows. He was bought at the Balwyllo sale in
1863 by Mrs Scott for 40 guineas, and died of rinder-
pest. Maggie of Balwyllo’s three daughters were Balwyllo
Queen 445, by Rob Roy 56 ; Princess Balwyllo 459, also
by Rob Roy; and Heather Bell 717, by President 3rd 246.
Of these the second was sold to Mr Lyell, Shielhill, as a
yearling, and a very nice one she was. The other two
were both bought by the Earl of Southesk. These
two sisters were not unlike, both being very favour-
able specimens of the herd. Balwyllo Queen 445 took
many prizes both at the Highland Society and local shows,
and was the dam of Jupiter 471, and Quadroona, both
by Windsor 221, and both Highland Society first-prize
winners. Balwyllo Queen was also the dam of Bessie
Bell of Balwyllo 710, by Rob Roy, a very nice cow, sold to
Mr Collie, Ardgay, along with her bull calf, Arthur of
Balwyllo 478, at the 1863 sale, for 40 guineas and
25 guineas respectively. Neither Balwyllo Queen mnor
Heather Bell bred after the rinderpest, except the latter,
who, as already stated, had one deformed calf. I much



THE ISABELLA FAMILY. 159

fear that this most valuable strain of blood is now abso-
lutely extinet, except through the male line.

The Isabella Family—The cow Isabella of Balwyllo 423,
bred by Mr Fullerton, Ardestie, after Earl o’ Buchan 57,
was, at the time I first saw her, a somewhat aged cow.
She was, however, of good shapes and quality, fine in the
bone, and with a good head. At the time of the sale in
1863 she was over fourteen years old, and was bought by
Mrs Scott for eighteen guineas. She was a regular breeder,
and eight of her calves were recorded in the ¢ Herd Book.’
One of these, Rob Roy 56, by Prince Edward 55, was used
a great deal in the herd, and got very good stock. He
himself, though large and fleshy, had rather rough hard
hair, and a very big belly, which somewhat disfigured him.
Another son of Isabella, President 3rd 246, by President
2nd 54, was a far finer animal. He was a bull of very true
shape, and large, but his hair was not so good as it might
have been. He was a noted prize-taker, but was, except
once at a local show, always second to Windsor 221. He
was sold at the Powis sale in 1859, to Mr Watson of
Keillor, for, I think, 40 guineas. He got good stock
both at Balwyllo and Keillor, and many of the best of the
present race of cattle have his blood in their veins. Of
two other sons of Isabella, Raglan of Balwyllo 247, by
Stanley 2nd 198, and Robert the Bruce 309, by Noble 245,
I have no recollection. Four heifers are entered in the
‘Herd Book’ as daughters of Isabella. Balwyllo Night-
ingale 439, who was sold at the Powis sale to Mr Glennie,
Fernyflatt, was a very sweet beast, though not so big as
most of the family ; but Heiress of Balwyllo 461 and Peer-
less 711, both by Noble 245, were magnificent heifers, and
both of them were first-prize yearlings at the Highland
Society. The former was sold at the Powis sale to Mr
M‘Combie of Tillyfour for over 70 guineas, and she
afterwards passed into the possession of the late Mr
Walker, Montbletton ; and I am glad to say that this fine
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strain of blood is in no danger of being lost, there being
several descendants of this heifer worthy of their an-
cestry. Peerless 711 was to my mind the finer heifer of
the two, but was not so fortunate. In 1862 she had a
calf, Eglantine, by Sir William Wallace 308. She was a
very nice one, and was bought by Mr M‘Combie of Tilly-
four for 45 guineas, but I do not know what became
of her. She had twin-calves in 1863 (bull and heifer),
and being a doubtful breeder, was sold to me for £30 at
the sale. She proved not to be in calf, but afterwards
bred one calf. She was -slaughtered at the rinderpest
time, and her calf died. There was a calf of Isabella’s,
called Rosabella, sold to Mr Goodlet, Bolshan, at the
sale, for 22 guineas. She, I believe, also died of rin-
derpest. Another daughter of Isabella’s is given in the
‘Herd Book’—viz, Lucy of Balwyllo 830. She is only
mentioned there as the dam of a bull, Napoleon of Bal-
wyllo 113, and I know nothing of her or him.

The Victoria Fomily—Of this family the foundress,
Victoria 45, a prize heifer, seems to have been of an old
Balwyllo strain. She was got by Joseph 53, out of Tibbie
of Balwyllo 46, both of whom have no record except that
they were Balwyllo-bred. Victoria 45 was the dam of
Prince Edward 55, by President 205, a bull that was
much used in the herd, and of Victoria 2nd 428, also by
President 205. Victoria 2nd, who took prizes both as a
heifer and cow, was a large, fleshy, handsome animal, but
decidedly[patchy. There are three daughters of hers en-
tered—rviz., Princess Royal 444, by Cup-Bearer 59 ; Topsy
447, by President 2nd 54; and Eugenie 458, by Rob Roy
56. Princess Royal 444 was not much to look at, but was
a most wonderful breeder. She was a good deal smaller
than most of the Balwyllo cattle, and had a little white on
her hind-legs and tail. Her first two calves were Lord
Clyde 249 and The Doctor 307, both by Rob Roy 56, and
both winners of first prizes at the Highland Society as
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yearlings, The former was sold to Mr M‘Combie of Tilly-
four at the Powis sale for 81 guineas, and his name appears
in many good pedigrees. The latter was used in the Bal-
wyllo herd. Princess Royal’s next calf was Alice Maud 724,
by Black Prince of Balwyllo 248. She grew into a very
large, fleshy cow, a little wanting perhaps in beauty, but
of grand substance. She was sold for 63 guineas at
the sale in 1863, to Mr Walker, Portlethen, and has left a
numerous progeny. A yearling bull, Wellington of Bal-
wyllo, who does not appear to have been entered in the
‘Herd Book,” was sold to the late Mr Erskine, Wemyss,
for 40 guineas; and the bull calf Balwyllo Eclipse 781, by
Sir William Wallace 308, was bought for 23 guineas by
Mr Cran, Morlich, and his name appears in almost every
pedigree in that flourishing herd. Princess Royal 444
herself was lame at the sale, and was bought by me for
20 guineas. She and her heifer Helena, an animal of
great beauty, died of rinderpest, but her calf Princess
Louisa, by Legislator 489, survived, and was sold at the
Arratsmill sale in 1868 to Mr Paxton, Broomknowe, for
£35. A yearling named Lorelei, and a calf, Laura, were
sold at the same sale to Lord Clinton and Mr Lindsay,
Duninald, respectively, but T am not aware that they have
left any descendants. Topsy 447, Victoria 2nd’s second
daughter, was a large beefy animal, but though a prize-
taker, was decidedly deficient in style, her head being
rather clumsily set on. She was bought at the Powis
sale for Lord Southesk, who, however, sold her at the
Kinnaird sale in 1861 for about half the money he gave
for her. Eugenie 458, the third daughter, was a large but
somewhat rough cow. She was bought at the sale in 1863
by Sir Thomas Gladstone; and though there is some doubt
in the matter, owing to the pedigrees not having been
accurately kept, I have every reason to believe that she
was either the dam or granddam of Eugenie of Fasque
3910, and she has left goodly descendants.
L
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The Keepsake Family—XKeepsake 427 was bred at Bal-
wyllo. She was got by President 205, dam Mapsie 76,
who seems to have been of old Balwyllo blood, and to
have been also the dam of the bull President 2nd 54.
Keepsake was the broadest-backed cow for her height I
ever saw. This at first made her look a little out of pro-
portion, but she was (though perhaps wanting a little in
sweetness, and a trifle hard in the hair) a cow that you
always came back to, and her history shows that good
judges were not blind to her merits. Being lot 1 of the
Powis sale, she was sold very cheaply to me for 21 guineas.
I then transferred her to the Earl of Southesk, having,
as has already been explained, decided not to form a herd
at that time. She was sold at the Kinnaird sale two years
afterwards to Mr Collie, Ardgay, for 30 guineas. He after-
wards sold her to Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour for £40, and
in her seventeenth year she was sold in 1868 to Sir George
Macpherson Grant for 27 guineas, with a bull calf at her
foot. With Keepsake’s numerous descendants since she
left Balwyllo, I need say nothing here. At Balwyllo she
had three daughters—Trial 228, by President 205, of
whom T know nothing; Edith 2nd 464, by Rob Roy 66,
sold at the Powis sale as a yearling ;- and Ruby 713, by
Noble 245, a large but somewhat rough cow, sold at the
sale in 1863 to Mr Walker, Portlethen, for 22 guineas. A
son of Ruby 713, named Rudolph, by The Doctor 307,
was sold to Sir T. Gladstone for 24 guineas. He was a
fair animal, and probably some of the. Fasque stock are
descended from him.

The Annie Lawrie Family.— Annie Laurie 424, by
President 205, out of Jessamine 66, seems to have been
of the old Balwyllo strain, and I have some recollection
of seeing her as a good useful sort of an old cow. There
is one bull entered as out of her—viz., Prince of Devon
315. She is also entered as the mother of three daughters.
Rosa of Balwyllo 438, by President 2nd 54, was an enor-
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mous heifer, but grew into a very patchy cow. Alice of
Balwyllo 463, by Rob Roy 56, was sold as a yearling at the
Powis sale; and Pearl 714, by Rob Roy 56, was bought
by Mrs Scott for 25 guineas at the Balwyllo sale. Pearl
was pretty good, and was a great milker. A daughter of
Pearl’s, Clematis, by Sir William Wallace 303, was sold
to the Duke of Buccleuch for 49 guineas, being the high-
est-priced yearling at the sale. I did not myself think
her the best, and she had scurs.

The Emily of Balwyllo Foamily.—Emily of Balwyllo
421, by the Ardestie-bred Richmond 6, from old Balwyllo
blood, produced the bull West Australian 204, by Pre-
sident 205. This bull was taken to Ireland by Lord
Lurgan. Emily of Balwyllo had also two heifers—Young
Emily 425, by President 205, and Lady Jane 440, by
President 2nd 54. The former never, that I knew, threw
any first-rate stock, but the latter was a prize-winner as
a heifer, and though patchy behind, was from the hooks
forward a most magnificent cow. ILady Jane had one
daughter, Rosebud 460, by Rob Roy 56, who much re-
sembled her dam, though rather worse in front and better
behind. Rosebud 460 was bought by the Earl of Southesk
at the Powis sale for about 70 guineas; but though she had
several calves, I do not think she has any living descend-
ants. Lady Jane had two bull calves entered in the
‘ Herd Book,'—viz., Sir William Wallace 308, by President
3rd 246, and Pioneer 326, by Noble 245. The latter bull
was in the possession of Mr Whyte, Spott.

Other Families—At the time of the dispersion sale in
1863, there were several good animals of other families,
but none that I recollect as calling for special notice, ex-
cept perhaps the very neat cow Gem 719, bought by
the Earl of Southesk for 40 guineas, and her pretty
daughter Angelica, bought by Sir George Macpherson
Grant. . There were also the old Kinnaird-bred cow Ada
338, her daughter Adela 849, and Hortensia; also a very
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nice cow, Celardine, by Diodorus (son of Windsor 221 and
Dora 333) out of a daughter of Princess Philomel 269.
This heifer was bought by the Duke of Bueccleuch for
32 guineas.

Mulben.

The late Mr Alexander Paterson became tenant of the
farm of Mulben, near Keith, in 1839, and shortly after-
wards began to collect a herd of polled cattle. The herd
was maintained until his death in 1875. His first pur-
chase was at Mr Thurburn’s sale at Drum, Keith, in 1842.
He then bought a calf out of a cow bred in Buchan. This
calf was the dam of Madge 161, the foundress of the
Mulben Mayflower or Queen Mary family. Other ac-
quisitions were made from time to time, but we shall
notice only those that have left living descendants. At
Mr Bowie’s sale at West Scryne in April 1857, the cow
Lady Ann, entered in the ‘Herd Book’ as Raniston
352, was bought for £37. Raniston was bred by
Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour, and was descended from
the old herd of the Earl of Aberdeen at Haddo
House. From her sprang the Caroline family at Mulben.
In September 1857, at the dispersion of Mr Patrick
Davidson’s herd at Inchmarlo, there was secured the cow
Jean of Inchmarlo 522. She was after a bull bred at
Portlethen, and had gained the first prize as one of a
pair at Aberdeen. The price was £34, 15s.; and Mr
Paterson also bought her dam Calder, after a bull bred at
Tillyfour. ¥rom Jean of Inchmarlo 522 the Ellen family
at Mulben were descended. From the Castle Fraser dis-
persion in 1870 came Fred’s 2nd Darling 1045, of the
Ballindalloch Sybil family, for 37 guineas. At the
Tillyfour sale in 1871 a very fortunate purchase was
made in the heifer calf of Pride of Aberdeen 5th 1174,
after Jim Crow 4th 352, for 29 guineas. The animal,
of the Pride of Aberdeen family, was named Pride
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of Mulben 1919, and the sale of her and her offspring
formed the chief feature of the Mulben dispersion in 1876.

Among the sires used at Mulben were Malcolm of Bodie-
chell 269, second - prize bull at the Highland Society’s
show at Perth in 1861; Prince of Wales 453, bred at
Westertown, got by a son of the Queen bull Windsor 221,
and fivst-prize winner at the Highland Society’s show at
Stirling in 1874 ; Jupiter 471, bred by the Earl of South-
esk, another son of Windsor 221, and first at Glasgow in
1867 ; Arthur 478, bred at Balwyllo; Sultan 477, a grand-
son of Windsor 221, and of the Kinnaird Dora family;
Maccallum-More 722, by a son and out of a daughter of
Windsor 221 ; Lochiel 723, after a son of Windsor; and
Elgin 724 and Scotland 725, both sons of Maccallum-
More 722. The principal points about these sires were
their close relationship to the Queen bull Windsor 221,
and their success in the show-yard. When the Mulben
herd was dispersed in 1876, many of the animals were
obtained by well-known breeders. Sir George Macpher-
son Grant bought Pride of Mulben 1919 for 91 guineas.
The other members of the Pride family were bought by
Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour, and Mr Adamson, Balquharn,
at high prices. The Earl of Strathmore made his first
purchases at this sale, and among the other buyers were
the Earl of Fife, the Earl of Aberdeen, Sir W. G. Gordon
Cumming, Bart. of Altyre; Mr Argo, Cairdseat; Mr
M‘Combie of Kaster Skene; Mr Bruce, Collithie; Mr
Wilken, Waterside, &e.

Castle Fraser.

At the Highland Society’s show at Glasgow in 1867
Colonel Fraser of Castle Fraser was first for cows with
Mina 1009; at Aberdeen in 1868 he was first with Lily
1114; and at Edinburgh in 1869 he was second with
Sybil 974, who was, next year at Dumfries, awarded the
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first prize. These salient facts illustrate the remarkable
show-yard career of the Castle Fraser herd, but they do not
exhaust the record of its winnings. At Dumfries, for
example, Colonel Fraser owned, in addition to the first-
prize cow, the second-prize two-year-old bull, the second-
prize one-year-old bull, and the second and third prize
two-year-old heifers. The rapid progress of this herd was
due to the discrimination and fine judgment exercised in
the selection of sires, to careful management, and liberal
and skilful preparation. In short, this appears to have
been a herd that was mainly built up by the use of highly
bred sires, the pedigrees of the females having been of a
plain description. The first notable sire used was Black
Jock of Tillyfour 365, calved in 1860, bred by Mr M‘Com-
bie of Tillyfour. He was after Hanton 228, and out of
Empress of France 578, who, being a daughter of Hanton
and Charlotte 203, was a full sister to the invincible Pride
of Aberdeen 581. The close breeding should be noted.
Charlotte’s dam, Lola Montes 208, was closely bred from
Panmure 51, and Black Jock himself was a son of Hanton,
and out of a daughter by Hanton. Such a concentration
of similar blood was bound to result in the production of
an impressive animal, and the use of Black Jock in the
herd was wonderfully successful, for, put to the short
pedigreed dams, the produce was the first prize-cows at
Glasgow and Aberdeen. Then followed Priam 467, bred
at Mains of Kelly of Mr Bowie’s Jennet tribe, his dam
having been bred at Tillyfour, and also after Hanton 228 ;
and Commodore 490, bred at Kinnaird, after Windsor
221. Next came Prince Charlie 487, calved in 1866,
bred by Mr Brown, Westertown, got by Success 467, a
grandson of Windsor 221, and out of Duchess 1st 930, by
which cross more of the finest Queen blood was obtained.
After him was used Reform 408, bred at Easter Skene,
got by that very finely bred bull Black Prince of Tilly-
four 366, and out of Beauty of Tilly‘our 2nd 1180, of the
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Keillor Favourite family. Jamie 367, a son of Reform,
followed. At the time of the dispersion of the herd in
1870, the sire in use was Cup-Bearer of Ballindalloch 451,
bred by Sir George Macpherson Grant. Ile was a son of
the first Erica 843 and Trojan 402, who was by Black
Prince of Tillyfour 366, and out of Charlotte 203. Every
one of the bulls used at Castle Fraser were thus, it will be
seen, very well-bred, and were all nearly related.

The show-yard reputation of the herd collected a large
company at its dispersion in 1870. The sale was one of
considerable importance, for the foundations of four herds
—those of the Marquis of Huntly, the Earl of Fife, the
Earl of Aberdeen, and Mr Fordyce of Brucklay—were laid
by purchases made on the occasion. Sir George Mac-
pherson Grant acquired for 63 guineas the cow Sybil 974,
who was afterwards exhibited by him, as she had been
before by Colonel Fraser, with much success. She founded
a family at Ballindalloch. Her twin daughters Fred’s
Darling 1055 and Fred’s 2nd Darling 1045 each established
a tribe at Mountblairy and Mulben; and Mr Dingwall
Fordyce obtained Blanche 1117, who bred Bella Mary 1503
—who afterwards became the first-prize cow at the Inter-
national show at Paris in 1878. Mina 1009 and Lily 1114
also established families, the members of which continue
to be held in favour.

Aboyne Castle.

The interest displayed in the polled breed by the
Marquis of Huntly was suitably recognised by his lord-
ship’s appointment as first President of the Polled Cattle
Society. Lord Huntly commenced to breed polled cattle
at Aboyne Castle in 1870. In that year he purchased
at the Castle Fraser dispersion the two-year-old heifer
Lively 1164, who had won prizes at the Highland Society’s
and Royal Northern Society’s shows as a yearling and
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two-year-old. She was the highest priced animal at
Colonel Fraser’s sale, costing 67 guineas, and the price
was justified by the excellent breeding qualities which
she developed. At Tillyfour in 1871 was purchased Dora
1282 of the Daisy branch of the Queen tribe. She also
proved a good investment, and besides breeding well, gained
the first prize of the Highland Society at Glasgow in
1874. Her most notable produce were the bull Dragon
1178 used for some time in the Tillyfour herd; and the
heifers Dorinda 2575 and Dewdrop 2581. In 1872 three
animals were bought from the late Mr George Brown,
Westertown. They were the bull Pluto 602 of the Vie-
toria family, and the heifers Duchess 3rd 943 and Duchess
4th 944 of the Duchess branch of the Queen tribe. The
sum paid for the three was 200 guineas. At Portlethen
in March 1873, a pair of two-year-old heifers were acquired
for 150 guineas: they were Cherry Blossom 901 and
Flower Girl 895, the former of the Queen tribe, and the
latter of the Kinnaird Fanny tribe. From Westertown, the
same year, came Duchess 7th 1197 of the Duchess family,
and Rose of Aboyne 1596 of the Rose family, the price
of the pair having been 120 guineas. At Mr Walker’s
sale at Portlethen in 1873 two cows were bought, and
at Drumin that year Gem 1595 of the Pride family and
Beauty of Drumin 939 of Mr Skinner’s Beauty family
were bought for 131 guineas. At Mr Walker’s disper-
sion at Balquharn, in 1874, was secured Madge of Port-
lethen 1217 of the Tillyfour Ruth family, full of Keillor
blood. She herself won the first prize at the International
show at Kilburn, and her son Monarch 1182 was a first-
prize Highland Society winner, and gained the cup pre-
sented by Her Majesty the Queen at the Tarland show.
Madge and five of her family carried off the prize awarded
to the best group of polled cattle at the Royal Northern
show in 1878. From Mr Ferguson, Kinnochtry, the
Princess cows, Princess of Aboyne 1st 2572 and Princess
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2nd 2570, were obtained for 120 guineas. The bull Duke
of Perth 357 was secured at the Westertown dispersion in
1874. At Mr Hannay’s sale at Corskie in 1877 the bull
Warrior 1291, of the Rothiemay Victoria strain, was pur-
chased for 155 guineas. He was the first-prize yearling
at the Highland Society’s show, and his dam sold for
111 guineas and his sire Young Viscount 736 for 225
guineas. Several animals were bought at the Indego,
Auchlossan, Melville, Glamis, and Rothiemay sales. In
1878, at Tillyfour, Pride of Mulben 2nd 2359 was bought
for 91 guineas and Vine 9th 3256 for 72 guineas; and-at
the Tillyfour dispersion in 1880, Charmer 3rd 3251 of the
Queen tribe was obtained for 150 guineas.

The herd was thus based on the very best obtainable
material, and was collected at an expense of about £2000.
Showing was rarely resorted to, the object having been
to keep a class of regular and useful breeding animals.
A number of first-rate bulls were bred in the herd, and
several of these were sold to the Marquis’s tenantry ou
favourable terms. In this way, as well as others, the herd -
exerted a most beneficial influence. When specimens
from the herd were exhibited they obtained high honours
at the national and local shows. Thus Lord Huntly had
the rare fortune of gaining the Highland Society’s first
prizes for aged bulls and cows at Glasgow in 1875, with
Duke of Perth and Dora. Monarch was also a first-prize
bull at the Highland Society, and his dam Madge, as
already mentioned, was the first-prize cow at Kilburn
in 1879. The chief distinction of the herd, and one that
perhaps afforded its owner more satisfaction than any
other, was the rearing of the Madge family. Madge proved
a first-rate breeder, and her offspring were uniformly good.
A large draft was sold from the herd in 1879, when 37
head averaged over £44; and in 1881 the herd was dis-
persed, the average for 32 head being over £50. The
total proceeds of these two public sales was over £3200.
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At the 1879 sale, Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour bought a
good many animals, chiefly representatives of the various
branches of the Queen tribe. Lord Tweedmouth also made
several important purchases. At the sale in 1881, old
Madge 1217 fell to the bid of Mr Smith, Powrie, for 100
guineas. Charmer 3rd 3251 was taken by Mr Wilken,
Waterside, for the Honourable J. H. Pope, the Canadian
Minister of Agriculture, for 100 guineas. Mr Burdett-
Coutts bought Cowslip 2nd 3004 for 100 guineas, and Mr
Greenfield of Beechwood secured Vine 9th 3256 for 115
guineas.

Duff House.

Few herds of polled cattle have had a more distinguished
career than that which belonged to the Earl of Fife at
Duff House, near Banff. For several years it occupied a
leading position in the national and local show-yards, and
during its short existence was instrumental in effecting
considerable improvement among the live stock of the
country. The bulk of the herd was taken over at valua-
tion by Mr Hannay, Gavenwood ; and as we shall have
occasion to give an account of the polled cattle at Gaven-
wood, it is unnecessary here to enter minutely into the
breeding and history of Lord Fife’s stock. It is desirable,
however, to indicate briefly the materials of which the
Duff House herd was composed, and to record a few of its
principal performances in the show-yard. Lord Fife
founded his herd by the purchase, at Colonel Fraser’s sale
at Castle Fraser in 1870, of the cow Fanny of Corskie
1014 by Priam 467, for 53 guineas, and the bull-calf, Lord
Ornoch 445 out of Fanny 1014 and after Jamie of Easter
Skene 367, for 40 guineas. At the Easter Skene draft sale
the same year was bought Beauty of Easter Skene 996, a
member of the Keillor Favourite tribe, for 35 guineas. At
Mr Tayler’s sale at Rothiemay in 1872 was purchased
Linnet 1706 of the Drumin Lucy family, for 23 guineas,
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and the very fine heifer, Heather Blossom 1189 of the
Rothiemay Victoria family, for 30 guineas. In 1872 there
was also acquired at Sir George Macpherson Grant’s sale
the valuable Erica cow, Erica 4th 1697, for 60 guineas.
From Mr Skinner’s sale at Drumin in 1873 came Patience
of Corskie 1932 of the Drumin Rose family, for 40 guineas,
and Cowslip 1709 of the Drumin Lucy sort, for 30 guineas.
The cow Corskie 23rd B. 1062 was added at the Bognie
dispersion in 1874, for 37 guineas, and Major of Bognie
444 came from the same place at a similar price. The
splendid Pride heifer, Lilias of Tillyfour 1795, out of Pride
of Aberdeen 5th 1174, was a purchase at Mr M‘Combie’s
sale in 1874, for 46 guineas. No other animal was added
to the herd from public sales. In addition, however, to
the acquisitions made to the herd publicly, its numbers
and value were enhanced by private treaty. In fact, a
feature in the collection of this famous herd was the
additions made to it privately. We shall mention only
the more important of these transactions. Palmerston 374,
after winning the first prize in the aged class at the High-
land Society’s Dumfries show in 1870, was bought from
Mr Walker, Portlethen, and proved a useful and successful
stock sire.

A great many animals were bought in the Alford and
Tarland districts from Mr Shaw, Bogfern; Mr Hunter,
Confunderland ; Mr Farquharson, East-Town, and Mr
Strachan, Wester Fowlis. Among these may be named
the fine cow Corriemulzie 1701, descended from the Keillor
herd, the second-prize cow at Stirling in 1873. TFrom
Mr Walker, Montbletton; Mr Morrison, Auchlin, and
Mr Barclay, Yonderton, a large number of purchases were
made. The animals got from the Montbletton herd were
exceedingly fortunate. They included Jinny 1017, the
dam of Innes 1934, the first-prize cow at the Highland
Society’s show at Aberdeen in 1876 ; Blackbird of Corskie
1704, the dam of the first-prize cow at Perth in 1879; and
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others of note. In 1873 a very important addition was
made. In that year a bull-calf was bought from Mr Duff,
Hillockhead, Glass. The bull was called Young Viscount
736, and his fame has travelled wherever the polled breed
is known. A specimen of the Ballindalloch Erica family,
he was shown as a yearling at the Highland Society’s
show at Inverness in 1874, as a two-year-old at Glasgow
in 1875, and in the aged class at Aberdeen in 1876, and on
each occasion he gained the first prize. He subsequently
gained the challenge cup and the M‘Combie prize at the
Royal Northern at Aberdeen, and having been sold to Sir
George Macpherson Grant for 225 guineas, won for him the
first and champion prizes at.the International show at Kil-
burn in 1879. He was used in the Duff House, Gavenwood,
and Ballindalloch herds with excellent results. In 1874,
at the Inverness show of the Highland Society, the bull
Gainsborough 596, who had won the first prize there, was
acquired from Mr Bowie, Mains of Kelly. The second-
prize bull at this show, John Bright 642, bred at Bognie,
was also used in the herd.

With such fine material, and under able management,
the Duff House herd came rapidly to the front. From
1872 to 1877 it supplied many of the Highland Society’s
prize-winners. The greatest success was achieved in 1876
at the National Society’s meeting at Aberdeen, where there
was an unusually grand display of polled cattle. TLord
Fife was then first for aged bulls with Young Viscount
736 ; first for two-year-old bulls with St Clair 1160 ; very
highly commended for the yearling bull Gladiolus 1161 ;
first for cows with Innes 1934 ; fourth for cows with Pa-
tience 1932; very highly commended with Blackbird 1704;
commended with Crocus 1400; and second for two-year-
old heifers with Maria 2nd 3015. As we have said, the
herd was valued over to Mr Hannay, Gavenwood, and
a mnotice of its subsequent progress will be found under
the heading “ Existing Herds.”
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Balguharn.

Mr Henry D. Adamson, who went to the north of
Scotland to learn farming under Mr M‘Combie of Tilly-
four, naturally had his attention early directed to the
merits of the polled breed. During the time he occupied
the farm of Balquharn, near Alford, he always kept a few
polled animals, but the herd with which he ultimately
became associated was not actually started until 1876,
when he made an important purchase at Lord Airlie's sale
at Cortachy, Kirriemuir. From that year till 1881 he
paid great attention to the collection of his choice herd.
Mr Adamson’s main aim appears to have been to gather
together some of the best specimens of the Pride of Aber-
deen family in order to demonstrate that, for usefulness
and showing capabilities, it had lost none of its early
celebrity. In consequence of the owner’s ill-health, the
herd was unexpectedly thrown into the market in 1881
when it realised the highest average price ever obtained
at a public sale of polled cattle—£56, 4s. 8d., for 36 head.
Mr Adamson’s purchase at Cortachy, to which reference
has been made, was the Pride cow Regina 117Y, out of
Pride of Aberdeen 3rd 1168 and after Jim Crow 3rd 350.
The price was 70 guineas. Pride of Mulben 3rd 3249,
after Elgin 724 and out; of Pride of Mulben 1919, was
bought at the Tillyfour sale in 1878 for 100 guineas. At
the same sale Pride of Aberdeen 7th 1777, out of Pride
of Aberdeen 581 and after Derby 377, was acquired for
50 guineas. From Mr M‘Combie was also obtained less
noteworthy members of the Pride tribe; and also the cow
Sybil 2nd of Tillyfour 3526 of the Baads Sybil family, a
member of the Tillyfour prize group at Paris, and a
first prize cow of the Highland Society. At the Tulloch-
allum dispersion in 1877, the Erica cow Miss Macpherson
1252 was added for 90 guineas, but was subsequently sold
privately to the Earl of Airlie. Another Erica cow added



174 EXTINCT HERDS.

was Ermin 3532, bred at Burnside. The Kinnochtry
Favourites, the Rothiemay Georginas and Miss Morrisons,
and the Ardgay Zaras, were also represented in the herd.
Some of the Tillyfour sires were used, as also the Erica
bull Cluny 1283, but the chief sire was bred in the herd.
This was Knight of the Shire 1699, out of the Pride cow
Pride of Mulben 3rd 3249, and after the Queen bull
Dragon 1178. To Mr Adamson Knight of the Shire won
the first prizes as a yearling at the Royal English Society’s
show at Carlisle, and at the Highland Society’s show
at Kelso in 1880. He was also the first prize two-
year-old at Stirling in 1881. Other famous animals bred
in the herd were Pride of Aberdeen 18th 4321, out of
Regina 1179 and after Dragon 1179 ; Pride of Aberdeen
24th 4327, out of Pride of Mulben 3rd 3249 and after
Cluny 1283 ; Sybil 4th 4326, out of Sybil 2nd 3526 and
after Cluny 1283. At the dispersion of Mr Adamson’s
herd in April 1881 Lord Tweedmouth purchased Pride of
Mulben 3rd 3249, for 225 guineas; Lord Southesk, Sybil
2nd 3526, for 180 guineas; Mr Auld, Bridgend, and
Mr Anderson, Wellhouse, Knight of the Shire 1699, for
165 guineas ; Lord Tweedmouth, Pride of Aberdeen 18th
4321, for 160 guineas; Her Majesty the Queen, Pride of
Aberdeen 24th 4327, for 125 guineas; Lord Strathmore,
Sybil 4th 4326, for 110 guineas ; and Mr Grant, Auchora-
chan, Regina 1179, for 105 guineas.

Other Herds.

Fyvie Castle—The foundation of the herd at Fyvie
Castle was laid by the late Colonel Gordon in 1848 by the
purchase of a cow from Mr G. G. Robinson, Corskie,
Banff (who bred polled cattle prior to 1830), and two
heifers from Mr Watson, Keillor. These are now extinct
in the female line ; but a son of one of the Keillor héifers,
named Fyvie 13, sold to Mr Walker, Portlethen, still keeps
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up the strain on the male side. Purchases were early made
from Mr Malcolm, Bodiechell, who bred from the old
stock of Mr Walker, Wester Fintray, and from Mr
Farquharson Taylor, Wellhouse. From the former came
the ancestress of the Flower family, the cow being after a
son of the celebrated Keillor bull Angus 45, and from
the latter the Wellhouse family, tracing to a cow by
Panmure 51. The first bull used in the herd was Malcolm
of Bodiechell 269, twice second in the aged class at
Highland Society’s shows. Other useful sires were intro-
duced ; and the milking-qualities of the breed being care-
fully developed, much good, far beyond the immediate
district, was done by stock from Fyvie. One of the most
famous animals bred in the herd was Sir Maurice 1319, of
the Flower family, well known in the Rothiemay herd.
The Fyvie herd was dispersed in 1881, when 32 head
averaged £30, 7s. 4d. The Earl of Southesk bought two
superior milking-cows of the Flower family at 89 and 88
guineas each.

Tullochallum.—Mr Gordon, Tullochallum, started a
herd of pure-bred cattle about 1867, by purchasing a
bull and five heifers from Mr Skinner, Drumin. The
bull was Drumin 744, after the Pride sire Hero 400, and
out of Ruby 951, of Mr Skinner’s Beauty family. The
next bull used was Major of Tillyfour 509, of the Pride
family, being out of Pride of Aberdeen 581, and a half-
brother of Hero 400.. Then came Knight of Aven 775,
of the Queen tribe, followed by Scotia 789, both bred at
Drumin ; Prince Albert 2nd 745, a prize bull out of Kate
of Baads 1947, and Lord Provost 1304, bred by Mr
Hannay. Among the females added were Fancy of
Tillyfour 2nd 1799, of the Pride family, whose twin-
daughters were sold privately to Sir William G. Gordon
Cumming ; Miss Macpherson 1252, of the Erica family,
out of Erica 3rd 1249, from Mr Duff, Hillockhead ; a
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Sybil from Ballindalloch; a Duchess and a Rose from
‘Westertown, &c. The herd was dispersed in 1877, when
32 head averaged £34. The highest-priced animal was
Miss Macpherson 1252, sold to Mr Adamson, Balquharn,
for 90 guineas. From the Tullochallum herd were sent
out some splendid commercial cattle, and it supplied Mr
M‘Combie of Tillyfour with a noted prize-ox at the
Smithfield and Birmingham shows.

Brucklay—The Brucklay herd that belonged to the late
Mr Dingwall Fordyce was established in 1870, by the
purchase at Castle Fraser of Blanche 1117, from whom
was bred Bella Mary 1503, who gained for Mr George
Bruce the first prize for cows at the International show at
Paris in 1878. Tillyfour, Portlethen, Fyvie, Westertown,
Rothiemay, Easter Tulloch, and Drumin furnished the other
female additions to the herd. The chief sires used were
M‘Combie 430, bred at Tillyfour, after Bright 454, and
out of Miss M‘Combie 1118; and Knight of Aven 775,
bred at Drumin, both of the Queen tribe. The herd was
dispersed in 1876, when 38 head averaged £31.

Indego—The late Dr Robertson of Hopewell had a herd
of polled cattle at Indego, Tarland—animals from which
were successfully exhibited at the shows of the Royal
Northern Agricultural Society. The females in the
herd were descended from the Tillyfour, Bogfern, and
Haddo House herds. The best family, perhaps, was that
tracing to Bess 1181, a daughter of Mr M‘Combie’s Rob
Roy Macgregor 267. Bulls belonging to Mr Farquharson,
at the adjoining farm of East-Town, were used, and at the
time of the dispersion the stock sire was Sir William 705,
after President 4th 368. This bull won the challenge
cup at the Royal Northern show at Aberdeen in 1873,
and was used in the Baads herd.

Bognie.—~Mr Morison of Bognie was most energetic in
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stimulating improvement in stock-breeding. He was a
breeder of Shorthorns as well as’ of polled cattle; and of
the “red, white, and roan,” he purchased specimens from
Mr Bates of Kirklevington. His chief attention was, how-
ever, devoted to the native polled breed, and he kept herds
at Bognie and Montblairy. The Bognie herd was dispersed
in 1874, on Mr Morison’s death. Here also the records
had been imperfectly kept. The herd was composed of
members of four families: the Hawkhalls, which had been
at Bognie for over thirty years; the Beautys, which had
been there for over twenty years; the Corskies, descended
from Mr G. G. Robinson’s stock ; and the Miss Carnegies,
descended from a heifer bought at Captain Carnegie’s sale
at Craigo. The bull Odin 153, bred by the Earl of South-
esk, after Cup-Bearer 59, and out of Octavia 331, of the
Keillor Favourite tribe, gave a decided stamp to the herd,
which was continued by the use of a succession of his
descendants. Innocent 502, of the Portlethen Ida family,
was used, as was also Major 444, bred at Castle Fraser.
At the dispersion, the chief purchasers were the Earl of
Fife; Mr Grant, Methlick ; Mr Macgregor, Kincraig ; and
Mr Adamson, Balquharn.

Fernyflatt.—Fernyflatt was long a famous name in con-
nection with polled cattle. It was there that Mr Hector
bred the bull Hector, sire of the celebrated Panmure
51. Mr Glennie succeeded Mr Hector in the farm, and
on the dispersion of the herd in 1876, on the death of
the former, it was possible to point to the existence of a
polled herd at Fernyflatt for forty years. DPedigrees had
not been carefully kept, but the purity of the stock was
undoubted. Females had been introduced from Balwyllo,
Crathes, and Portlethen, and the best herds of the district
had supplied sires. The first animal in the catalogue was
Princess of Easter Tulloch 1026, from Mr Ferguson’s Prizie
586. She was bought by Mr Ferguson, Ballunie. The

M
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other cattle sold cheaply, the reward of Mr Hector’s and
Mr Glennie’s long-continued efforts being lost by the fact
that the herd records had been neglected.

Garline.—At Garline, Ballindalloch, Mr J. F. M‘Gregor
bred polled cattle, and he had the good fortune to secure,
before the merits of the family were so widely recognised
as now, a specimen of the Ballindalloch Ericas. This was
Ella 1205, bred by Sir George Macpherson Grant, after
Kildonan 405, and out of Erica 843, the foundress of this
noted strain. At the dispersion of his small herd in 1874,
Sir George Macpherson Grant bought one of the Ericas,
Emma of Garline 1733. The other two, Ella 1205 and
Editha 1737, were acquired by Mr Robertson, then at
Burnside.

Of other extinct polled herds simple mention must
suffice. Mr Lyell owned a very fine herd at Shielhill, de-
scended from the stock of Mr Mustard, Leuchland. From
it came the bulls Prospero 301 and Tom Pipes 302 (both
after the Kinnaird sire Mariner 148), who won high hon-
ours at the Highland Society’s show at Perth in 1861,
and at the International show at Battersea in 1863.
Herds were also maintained by Mr Patrick Davidson at
Inchmarlo, at the dispersion of which, in 1857, Mr Pater-
son, Mulben, secured the foundress of one of his tribes; by
Sir A. Burnett, at Crathes, in which there was a large
infusion of Keillor blood—Mr Hugh Watson’s Strathmore
5 having been used; by the Hon. Charles Carnegie at
Arratsmill, dispersed in 1868, after a struggle with
cattle-disease; by Captain Carnegie at Craigo, from whom
Sir George Macpherson Grant and Mr Walker, Mont-
bletton, obtained some valuable animals at the sale in
1856; by the late Earl of Aberdeen, at Haddo House,
dispersed in 1861 ; by Mr Greig, at Middlethird, Strichen,
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dispersed in 1875 ; at Wemyss, dispersed in 1864 ; by Mr
J. W. Barclay, M.P., at Auchlossan, where a large and
useful herd, much indebted to Westertown blood, was
dispersed in 1874 ; at Biallid, Kingussie, where Mr Gwyer
had a good herd, dispersed in 1879 ; at Bolshan, where
Mr Goodlet had a herd, mainly built up on material
obtained at Kinnaird, &e.
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CHAPTER X.

EXISTING SCOTCH HERDS.

THE RovAL HERD AT ABERGELDIE MAins—Her Majesty the Queen and
the breed—ABERLOUR MAINS—ALTYRE—ARDHUNCART—AUCHORA-
CHAN—BAADS—A remarkable show-yard herd—The Sybils and Halts
—Prince Albert of Baads 1336 the first-prize Highland Society bull in
1879 and 1880—BALLINDALLOCE—The premier herd of the time—Its
antiquity—¢‘ The talk of the country ” since Mr M‘Combie’s earliest
recollections—Sir John Macpherson Grant’s purchases at Tillyfour in
1850—Improvement of the herd under Sir George Macpherson Grant
— Forty-two first prizes, and twenty - four special prizes, cups, and
medals, gained in 1879 and 1880—Sir George’s principal purchases—
The sires used—Trojan 402, a son of the Paris cow Charlotte 203, and
half-brother of Pride of Aberdeen 581—His influence on the herd—
Juryman 404, Judge 1150, and Justice 1462_Young Viscount 736, the
champion bull of his day—Families cultivated at Ballindalloch—The
Ericas, the Jilts, the Sybils, the Nosegays, the Coquettes, the Lady
Fannys, and the Prides—Public and private sales— BALLINTOMB—
BALLUNIE—BALQUHAIN MAINS—BENHOLM CASTLE—BLAIRSHINNOCH
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Aberdeen 9th 3253 the highest-price cow of the breed—Knight of the
Shire 1699—Mr Auld’s aim to collect as many branches of Mr M‘Com-
bie’s Queen tribe as are obtainable—BURNSHANGIE.

‘WE shall now furnish, with as much completeness as the
limits of our space will permit, a description of the exist-
ing herds of polled cattle in Scotland. In order to make
reference as easy as possible, we have, in alluding to the
herds, adopted the alphabetical arrangement.
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Abergeldie Mains.

Her Majesty the Queen commenced a herd at Abergeldie
Mains about a year ago. Her Majesty had previously
manifested her interest in the breed by visiting Tillyfour
and inspecting Mr M‘Combie’s fine herd. More recently,
the Queen was graciously pleased to present a splendid
challenge cup for the best animal of the polled breed ex-
hibited at the shows of the Cromar, Upper Dee, and Don-
side Agricultural Association, at Tarland. This valued
trophy was awarded to polled animals bred in the district
embraced by the Association, and it has greatly stimulated
careful cattle-breeding among the members. Her Majesty
also honoured the Polled Cattle Society by becoming its
Patroness. The royal herd was collected under the super-
intendence of Dr Profeit, and the first purchases were
made from Mr Walker, Westside ; Mr Lumsden of Clova ;
Mr Walker, Ardhuncart; Mr Strachan, Wester Fowlis,
&c. At the Balquharn sale in 1881, the fine heifer Pride
of Aberdeen 24th 4327, out of Lord Tweedmouth’s 225
guineas cow Pride of Mulben 3rd 3249, was bought for
125 guineas. The Abergeldie herd was first represented
in the show-yard at the meeting of the Royal Northern
Agricultural Society at Aberdeen last year, when the first
prize was gained for pairs of cows with Blossom 2nd 3951
and Mary 2nd 3952, bred by Mr Walker, Westside of
Brux, and the fourth prize for yearling heifers with Pride
of Aberdeen 24th 4327,

Aberlour Mains.

The late Mr Robertson, father of Mr William Robertson,
Aberlour Mains, established a herd at Burnside, Ballin-
dalloch, about forty years ago, bringing with him some
polled cows from Dandaleith. Bulls were obtained from
Ballindalloch, Tillyfour, Westertown, Ardgay, Bognie, and
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Drumin. The herd took a high place at the shows of the
Spey, Aven, and Fiddichside Farmers’ Club, instituted in
1856, two of Mr Robertson’s prize heifers at these shows
going to Drumin, where one of them, Princess 950, founded
a valuable family. In later years much of the Erica blood
was infused by the use of males of that strain, and at the
Garline sale in 1874, Mr William Robertson acquired two
Erica females, Ella 1205 and Editha 1737. Apart from
these Ericas, the most valuable family in the Burnside
herd was the Honestys, a branch of the Drumin Lucy
family, These were remarkable milkers, old Honesty
1690 having yielded as much milk as any other two cows
in the herd. On leaving Burnside for Aberlour Mains,
Mr William Robertson sold the bulk of his herd in
May 1880, when 31 animals averaged £28, 7s. 8d., 16
cows making an average of £32, 7s. A new herd was
begun at Aberlour Mains. The herd, of which the nucleus
was descendants of the FEricas bought at Garline, and
Honestys bred at Drumin, now comprises Georgina 3893,
descended from the late Mr Robertson’s cow Princess 950,
sold in 1862 to Mr Skinner; Delilah 3894, bred at Inver-
allan, of the Drumin Lucy family, and her three-year-old
daughter Rose of Aberlour 4845, by the Erica bull Egbert
1443 ; Honesty 3rd 3754, Helena of Aberlour 4849, Hon-
nesty 6th 4848, and Hetty 4844, these four of the Honesty
branch of the Lucy family; Jewel 1413, of the Jilt family ;
Edma Erica 3759, of the Erica family; Heatherbells, of
Drumin blood; Young Favourite 3rd 3533, of Kinnoch-
try blood; and Duchess of Burnside 3762, descended
from Old Grannie 1. Several other good families are
represented, and the younger stock are after the Erica
bull Whig 1867 ; Souter Johnny 1615, bred at Drumin;
Moraystown 1439, a son of Adrian 2nd 622 and Forget-
me-not 1685 ; and the Erica bull Egbert 1443. One of the
sires now in use is Paris 1473, the first-prize two-year-old
at the Paris Exhibition. In collecting his new herd, Mr
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Robertson has given much attention to the milking-proper-
ties of the breed ; and his experience is that, by very little
extra trouble, it is possible, without sacrificing the merits of
the breed in beef-production, to rear animals that will yield
a copious supply of milk of choice quality. Mr Robertson
has made some important private sales. The Erica cow
Ella was sold to Mr Stevenson, Blairshinnoch, for 100
guineas; the Erica cows Editha 1737 and EIf 3751 went
to Mr Wallis, Bradley Hall, at long prices ; the Erica cow
Esther 4843 was bought for Mr Stephenson, Newcastle-on-
Tyne ; Honesty 4th 3757 was sold for exportation, as were
also three Erica females. Mr Stewart, Auchindellan, se-
cured an Erica heifer, and the Erica bull Whig 1867 was
sold to Major Smith, Minmore, for 100 guineas.

Altyre.

Sir William G. Gordon Cumming, Bart. of Altyre, and
his factor Mr Robert Walker, have done much in recent
years to popularise the polled breed. On several occasions
animals from Altyre have won cups for Scotch cattle at
the Smithfield Fat Stock shows; and, as noticed elsewhere,
Sir William had the unique honour of gaining, not only
the Scotch cup, but also the champion cups for heifers and
oxen, and the “blue ribbon” of the show, with polled ani-
mals at London last year. The breeding herd at Altyre
has not hitherto appeared much in public competitions,
but it is of high merit, and contains a great deal of good
blood. The herd has been in existence since 1874. At
the Westertown dispersion, specimens of Mr Brown’s Rose
and Victoria families were acquired. At Mulben, in 1875,
some of Mr Paterson’s Mayflowers were introduced. The
heifer Oakleaf 1836, by Bon Accord 446, was bought at
Rothiemay that year for 54 guineas. In the summer of
1876, 60 guineas were paid to Mr Ferguson for Princess of
Altyre 3126, of the Kinnochtry Princess family. From



184 EXISTING SCOTCH HERDS.

Mr Gordon, Tullochallum, Pride of the Findhorn 3243,
and Pride of Altyre 3244, were bought privately. They
were twin daughters of Fancy of Tillyfour 2nd 1799, a
granddaughter of Pride of Aberdeen 581, and were after
Talisman 640. Of the Daisy branch of the Queen tribe,
representatives were obtained from Mr Mackessack, Earn-
side, for whom the cow Dido 3257, and Flora of Earnside
2113, had been secured at Tillyfour in 1871. The Kin-
nochtry Favourite heifer, Favourite of Altyre- 3127, was
bought from Mr Ferguson. Banshee 2981, by Jester 472,
was also added to the herd. The sires used have been
Senator 863, bred at Ballindalloch, out of the splendid ‘cow
Sybil 974 ; Black Watch 1242, bred by Viscount Macduff,
after Gainsborough 596, and out of Lilias of Tillyfour 1795,
of the Pride tribe; and Dustman 1667, bred at Aboyne,
after Warrior 1291, and out of Dandelion 2569, of the
Duchess branch of the Queen tribe. The herd thus com-
prises members of the following families: Pride, Daisy,
Princess, Favourite, Westertown Rose, Mulben Mayflower,
&c.  Surplus females are sold privately, and the bull
calves are in demand at the public sales.

Ardhuncart.

When Mr Walker’s father entered the farm of Ard-
huncart, Kildrummy, in 1811, he commenced breeding
what was at that time considered pure Aberdeenshire
cattle. About the years 1826 and 1840 he obtained fresh
strains of polled blood from Wester Fintray, through Mr
Ross, Oldtown, Tarland. Stock from the Crathes and
Mains of Kelly herds were also introduced. That splen-
didly bred bull, Draco 338, after the Queen sire Windsor
221, and out of the Dora cow Dolores 1285, was bought
at Kinnaird in 1861, and improved the herd very much.
Cows and bulls were obtained from Tillyfour, Clova,
Archballoch, and Reekie in Alford. The herd has never
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been pampered or fed for show purposes, but has always
been kept in good breeding condition, and has stood high
in the prize-lists at the local shows. The cows are all
good milkers, some of them yielding very heavily at the
pail.

Auchorachan.

This herd, belonging to Mr George Smith Grant, was
founded in 1875 by the purchase from Mr Skinner,
Drumin, of the heifer Bella 3136, representing the Cath-
erine family. Bella’s first calf, Bella 2d 3551, got by the
Pride bull Thane 1243, is still in the herd. She has had
other four heifer calves, all in the herd, except Barbara
4754, calved in 1880, who was sold in December 1881 to
Mr Wilken, Waterside, for 60 gnineas. They are a fine
breeding family, splendid milkers, and large - framed.
Another purchase from the Drumin herd was Mavis 2211,
of the Lucy family, bought at Mr Skinner’s sale in 1876
for £48. She only left one calf, Lady Lucy 3552, who
was the dam of Linnet 4751, calved in 1880, still in the
‘herd.  This family has produced good milkers and breeders.
The next animal purchased was Christian 2nd 3549, at the
Easter Tulloch sale in 1876. Bought at 22 guineas, she
has turned out a very profitable investment. She is after
the Erica bull Emperor 396, and her dam is by Cavalier
411. She has bred three heifers and two bulls. The
heifers are all retained, being of a fine milking and easily
kept strain. The bulls were sold privately, and left
superior stock. Nosegay 2155, bred by Sir George Mac-
pherson Grant, was added to the herd in 1876; and
althongh then fifteen years old, she bred a calf every year
until 1881, when, proving barren, she went to the butcher.
Unfortunately, her produce consisted of three bull calves
and only one heifer. The heifer, calved in 1879, got by
Victory 1364, bred by Mr Melville Cartwright, is still in
the herd, and has proved an excellent milker. She isa
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big lengthy cow, with fine hair and quality, and has a
heifer calf at foot, after the stock bull Viscount Duff 1365.
The cow and calf are among the most valuable and best-
looking animals in the herd. Silvia 3073, of the Sybil
family, bred by Sir George Macpherson Grant, and pur-
chased at Mr Gordon’s sale in 1877, was the next addi-
tion. She has bred bulls which have been sold at good
prices, one this year bringing 40 guineas at the Aberdeen
joint sale.

In 1877 was purchased from Mr Duff, Hillockhead,
Glass, the heifer Erica 8th 3550, and the bull Vis-
count Duff 1365, bred by Lord Fife. For the two a
high price was paid. Erica 8th—herself, as her name im-
plies, an Erica—was sent to the fine Erica bull Elcho 595,
and produced in December 1878 a heifer calf, Erica 10th
3957. In October 1880, Lord Southesk, who was then
laying the foundation of a herd, wishing to get back some
of his old Erica family, went to Auchorachan and bought
from Mr Grant the cow Erica 8th, at the handsome price
of 100 guineas. Erica 10th is still in the herd, and, like
her dam, promises to be a first-rate milker. She had a
bull calf last year, which was retained, and this year she
has a fine heifer calf,-after Cupid 2nd 1925. At the Mar-
quess of Huntly’s sale in 1879, the cow Bellona 2579 was
bought. She belongs to the Drumin Beauty family, and
is a cow of good substance and superior milking-qualities.
She has had two bull calves, which were sold privately,
and this year she had a fine heifer calf’by Viscount Duff
1365. At the same sale was bought Guitar 4749 of the
Pride family. She has improved considerably, and has a
bull calf after Viscount Duff. From Mr Robertson, Burn-
side, was acquired the cow Honesty 1690, bred by Mr
Skinner, Drumin, of the Lucy family. She had a bull
calf, and is one of the best milkers in the herd. At Mr
Adamson’s sale at Aberdeen in 1881, Mr Grant bought for
105 guineas the cow Regina 1179, a granddaughter of
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Pride of Aberdeen 581, and noticed elsewhere as the dam
of some capital stock. In calf when Mr Grant bought her,
she produced in May 1881 a heifer by the Pride bull
Knight of the Shire 1699. This calf is one of the purest-
bred Prides living, and promises to become an animal of
great merit. This year Regina had a bull calf, after Young
Viscount 736. The stock bull is Viscount Duff 1365, grand-
son of the well-known Heather Blossom 1703, and after
Young Viscount 736. The herd is in excellent breeding
condition, in no way pampered, forcing for show-yard
purposes having been avoided. With scarcely an excep-
tion, each cow has a calf every year. Auchorachan is
situated about 900 feet above sea-level, and the thriving
state of the herd shows that the polled cattle will do well
where other breeds of a less hardy constitution could not
thrive,

Baads.

In recent years no herd of polled cattle has had a more
distinguished show-yard record than that of Mr George
Reid, Baads, Peterculter. It supplied the first-prize cows
at the Highland Society’s and Royal Northern Society’s
shows in 1877, 1878, and 1880 ; the first-prize aged bull
at these shows in 1880 ; the winners of the Challenge
cups at Aberdeen in 1877, 1879, and 1880 ; the winners
of the M‘Combie prize at Aberdeen in 1879 and 1880 ;
the first-prize heifer and the second-prize cow at the Paris
Exhibition in 1878 ; and the first-prize bull and the first
and second prize cows at the Royal English show at Car-
lisle in 1880. These animals were not all exhibited by
Mr Reid, but they were either bred by him or descended
from his stock, and, moreover, they were all of two strains
of blood. This brief statement affords the most striking
proof it is possible to give of the excellent material of
which the Baads herd is composed. It is now nearly
twenty-eight years ago since polled cattle were introduced
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to Baads, and the first of the family, of which most of the
prize cattle we have referred to were members, was ob-
tained about twenty-five years ago. At that time Mr
Reid’s brother William purchased a polled heifer from the
late Marquess of Huntly at Aboyne Castle. This animal
came to Baads, and her calves being of rare merit, were
retained for breeding. No pedigrees were kept then, and
the first animal connected with the herd whose name is
mentioned in the ¢ Herd Book’ was Maggie, bred at Baads,
who produced in 1870 the heifer Fancy of Baads 1948.
Fancy was after the famous show-bull President 4th 368,
who, after being used for some time at Tillyfour, was in
service for two years at Baads, and- was the first bull that
in an especial manner left his mark on the herd. We
have already, in connection with the Tillyfour herd, said
something about his breeding. We may here note that
he was after the Balwyllo bull President 3rd 246, of the
Isabella family, and out of Flower of Strathmore 479.
Flower of Strathmore was got by Cup-Bearer 59, and on
the dam’s side traced to Mr Fullerton’s Flora 70, stated in
the ‘Herd Book’ (where the pedigree is imperfectly given)
to have been directly descended from Queen of Ardovie 29
and Panmure 51.

In 1873 and 1874, Fancy 1948, to the bull Sir Wil-
liam 705 (also got by President 4th 368, bred by Mr
M‘Combie, Upper Farmton, and winner of the first prize
and Challenge Cup at the Royal Northern show in
1873), produced two heifer calves which have become
famous. They were Sybil 1st of Tillyfour 3524, and Isla
1965. Sybil 1st, when one year old, was exhibited by Mr
Reid at the Inverness show of the Highland Society in
1874, and gained the first prize. Along with another
heifer of Mr Reid’s, Halt 3525, who won the second prize,
she was purchased by Mr M‘Combie of Tillyfour for £100.
She next appeared in 1877 at Edinburgh, and gained the
first prize for cows—a similar honour falling to her at
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Aberdeen that year, where she also gained the Challenge
Cup. She was the second-prize cow at Paris in 1878.
Mr M‘Combie bred from her Sybil 2nd of Tillyfour 3526,
who was second-prize yearling heifer at Edinburgh in
1877, first at Aberdeen that year, a member of the Paris
group, and, passing into the possession of Mr Adamson,
Balquharn, gained the first prize as a cow at Kelso, Car-
lisle, and Aberdeen in 1880, as well as the Challenge Cup
and the M‘Combie prize at the Royal Northern show. In
Mr Adamson’s possession she produced, among other calves,
the heifer Sybil 4th 4326, who carried the first prize as a
yearling to Lord Strathmore at the Highland Society’s show
in 1881. Sybil 1st was sold to the Earl of Airlie for 110
guineas, and Sybil 2nd to Lord Southesk for 180 guineas.
At the Tillyfour and Balquharn sales, six animals of Mr
Reid’s Sybil family were sold at an average of about £100
each. The sort is now represented at Kinnaird, Cortachy,
Glamis, Haddo House, and Guisachan. Isla, the other calf
of Fancy 1948, was retained by Mr Reid. She gained the
first prizes as a cow at the Highland Society and Royal
Northern shows in 1878, and second at Carlisle in-1880,
while she and three of her daughters made the very
pretty group that won the first prize at Aberdeen in 1881.
Isla has bred extremely well, her calves inheriting their
dam’s true form, substance, and quality., Another early
purchase by Mr Reid was the heifer Matilda from Mr
-Dunn, Nether Ennenter, Leochel. In 1862 this animal
to President 4th produced Kate of Baads 1947. Kate’s
calf in 1872 was Prince Albert 2nd 745, a first-prize bull
at Aberdeen, and second at the Highland Society’s shows.
In 1873 she bred Halt 3525, who, after winning the second
prize as a yearling heifer at the Highland Society’s show
in 1874, was, as already remarked, sold to Mr M‘Combie
of Tillyfour, in whose possession she bred Halt 2nd 3527,
who was the first-prize heifer at Paris in 1878, and a
member of the Tillyfour champion group, which thus con-
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tained two animals tracing from the Baads stock. Kate’s
calf in 1877 to the Ballindalloch bull Bachelor 690, at
Easter Skene, was Prince Albert of Baads 1336, one of
the best polled bulls ever bred. Prince Albert of Baads
was bought by Mr Anderson, Daugh, and won the first
prizes as a two-year-old at the Royal Northern and High-
land Society’s shows, and the first prizes in the aged class
at the Royal Northern, Highland, and Royal English
shows, gaining in 1879, when only two years old, the
Challenge Cup and M‘Combie prizes at Aberdeen. Mr
Reid has a few other strains, among them one from Mains
of Kelly; but it has been with the descendants of Fancy
1948 and Kate 1947 that his fame as a breeder has been
earned. He keeps about a score of cows and heifers, and
is very particular in his selection of stock sires, which
have come from Tillyfour, Westertown, East-Town, Jessie-
field, Kinnochtry, Mains of Advie, &c. :

Ballindalloch.

It will be admitted that the premier herd of polled
cattle at the present time is that belonging to Sir
George Macpherson Grant of Ballindalloch, Dart., M.P.
The herd is of very old standing, but it is not exactly
known when it was founded. The following extract from
Mr M‘Combie’s ‘ Cattle and Cattle-Breeders’ sufficiently
proves that an excellent herd existed at Ballindalloch
long before there was any public record of the breed.
“ Perhaps,” says Mr M‘Combie (whose recollections would
have gone back at least to 1820), “the Ballindalloch herd
of polled cattle is the oldest in the north. It has been
the talk of the country since my earliest recollection, and
was then superior to all other stock.” In this opinion Mr
M‘Combie is corroborated by all who take an 1nterest in
these matters.

We find from the catalogue of the Tillyfour sale in 1850
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that the late Sir John Macpherson Grant,father of Sir George
Macpherson Grant, bought two animals of some celebrity
—viz., Matchless, whose dam was bred by Mr Williamson,
St John’s Wells, for £30, and Victor 2nd 47 for £20. Sir
John displayed much interest in the herd, and these pur-
chases show that he was even then infusing into it some
of the best blood obtainable at the time. It was not, how-
ever, until the present Baronet and owner came to reside
on his property in 1861, that the improvement of the herd
received that decided attention which made it take the
leading position in the country which it soon afterwards
did. As a proof of how greatly the herd has been im-
proved in recent years, it may be mentioned that, while
in 1861 only four first and two second prizes were gained
at the county and district shows with representatives of
the original stock, the number of prizes gained by the
herd in 1879 and 1880 was as follows: 42 first prizes,
4 special money-prizes, 13 cups and 7 medals, besides 18
second prizes. g
The first animal purchased by Sir George Macpher-
son Grant was FErica 843, acquired at the Earl of
Southesk’s sale at Kinnaird in October 1861 for 50
guineas. For notes on the personal appearance of this
most celebrated cow, and her performances before she left
Kinnaird, we would refer our readers to the account of
that herd. Jilt 973, another remarkably good breeding-
cow, was purchased from the late Mr M‘Combie of Tilly-
four in 1867 for 70 guineas. She was the second-prize
two-year-old heifer at the show of the Royal English Agri-
cultural Society at Newcastle, and also second at the
Highland Society’s show at Stirling in 1865. Another
good addition was Sybil 974, purchased at the Castle
Fraser dispersion in 1871 for 63 guineas. She gained
almost every prize she could compete for, including first
as a cow in 1870 at the Dumfries show of the Highland
Society. Of the Pride family, valuable additions have

.
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been made in Kindness of Ballindalloch 1412, bought
at Drumin in 1873, and that grand cow Pride of Mulben
1919, purchased at Mulben in 1876 at 91 guineas, the
highest price that had been paid up to that time for a
female of the breed at a public sale. Other additions have
been made as follows, the whole having either been prize-
takers themselves or the dams of prize stock: Rose 3rd
925, purchased at Westertown in 1874 ; Maid of Orleans
2nd 1177, bought at Tillyfour in 1874 ; Nymph 972, who
came from Tillyfour in 1864 ; Madge 2nd 4180, bought at
Aboyne in 1879; Kate Duff 1837, bought at Rothiemay
in 1881 for 155 guineas; and Blackbird 3rd 3766, bought
at Gavenwood, &c. ;

The closest attention has without intermission been be-
stowed on the selection of sires, in the belief that as to
a great extent “like begets like,” the stock sire should be
of the very best breeding, combined with the best shapes
that can be obtained, and in no case without good form in
every point. Craigo 260, got by a Balwyllo bull, and out
of a cow bred at Keillor, was followed by King Charles
236, bred at Southesk, and got by the celebrated Druid
225, dam Kathleen 339. The next sire introduced was an
animal of exceptional excellence. This was Trojan 402,
purchased at Tillyfour in 1865 for 50 guineas. Out of
the Paris cow Charlotte 203, he was after Black Prince of
Tillyfour 366. An analysis of his pedigree shows no
fewer than twelve terminations in Panmure 51. A half-
brother of Pride of Aberdeen 581, being out of the same
dam, he had by his sire Black Prince of Tillyfour 366 (out
of Maid of Orleans 580 and after Rob Roy Macgregor
267) more of the Queen and Panmure blood than even his
celebrated sister. In fact there have been few, if any,
better bred specimens of the Queen tribe. Trojan was
also individually of very superior character. He won the
first prize as a yearling at the Newcastle show of the
Royal Agricultural Society of England, the second prize
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of the Royal Northern Society, and the third prize of the
Highland Society at Stirling in 1864 ; while in 1865 he
was first at the Morayshire show at Elgin. A private
catalogue of the Ballindalloch herd states that Trojan
“did more good to the Ballindalloch herd perhaps than
any other bull that has been in it. He was undoubtedly
the first bull that gave the females the characteristics by
which they came to the top a few years after his advent,
and brought out fully the special features that make the
Ballindalloch style so popular with the public.”

Trojan was succeeded by the Montbletton bull Victor
493, who left some good animals. Other sires used were the
champion bull Juryman 404, bred in the herd—sire Bright
454, dam Jilt 973 ; the first-prize bull Scotsman 474, bred
at Tillyfour, out of Zara 1228 after Jim Crow 3rd 350;
the Erica bull Elchies 563—dam Eisa 977, sire Juryman ;
the Krica bull Elcho 595—dam Erica 843, sire Juryman ;
Judge 1150, who won the gold medal at Paris in 1878
—dam Jilt 973, sire Scotsman. Of these sires, the most
valued in the herd may be said to have been Trojan, Vic-
tor, Elchies, Elcho, Juryman, and Judge. The stock of
the first four were characterised by sweetness, fineness of
hone, excellent heads, for which the herd is famed ; splen-
did quality, and grand ribs to carry plenty of flesh on the
valuable roasting parts. The stock of the Jilt bulls have
had rather more size combined with the other good quali-
ties. One of the sires now in use is the renowned Erica
bull Young Viscount 736, bought at the Montcotfer sale
for 225 guineas, the highest price ever paid for a male
of the breed. He has won every prize he can compete for,
and being closely allied to the Ballindalloch cattle has
proved a most excellent stud bull. Another sire at pres-
ent in use is Justice 1462—dam Jilt 973, sire Elcho 595.
This animal is distinguished alike by the highest individ-
ual excellence and the finest possible breeding. He was
the first-prize yearling, second-prize two-year-old, and first-

N
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prize aged. bull at Highland Society’s shows. The Pride
bull Petrarch 1258, out of Pride of Mulben 1919 and after
Hero 861, has also been used lately. It will thus be seen
that the three predominant strains introduced on the male
side have been the Erica, Jilt, and Queen. Many of the
sires used having also been bred in the herd, line-breeding
has been pursued to a certain extent, although it has not
been carried to an extreme point.

Distinguished success has been achieved in the building
up of families at Ballindalloch. The place of honour in
this respect must be accorded to the Ericas, of Keillor
origin. Of Erica’s calves, eight have been registered, four
of each sex. These are Eisa 977, by Trojan 402 ; Erica 2nd
1284, by Chieftain 318 ; Enchantress 981, by Trojan 402
Ella 1205, by Kildonan 405 ; Guardsman 658, by Wind-
sor 221; Cup-Bearer 451, by Trojan ; Exciseman 473, by
Victor 403 ; and Elcho 595, by Juryman 404. Erica con-
tinued to breed till September 1873, when she died at the
age of sixteen years. Eisa 977 won the second prize as a
cow at the Highland Society’s show at Dumfries in 1870,
when she was placed next to Sybil 974. Next year, at
Perth, she gained the first prize, and is remembered as
a remarkably sweet, ladylike, evenly balanced cow. In-
deed it is doubtful whether, for genuine feminine character,
quality, and symmetry, a finer specimen of the breed has
been seen since. Eisa’s daughters, Eva 984 and Echo
2976, have also been prominent Highland Society winners,
. and have bred remarkably well. Enchantress 981 was the
first prize as a two-year-old and second as a cow at the
Highland Society’s shows in 1871 and 1872, and has left
a numerous and excellent progeny. Of the other two Erica
females out of the foundress of the tribe, one was sold.
Erica 3rd 1249, out of Erica 2nd 1284, went to Mr Duff,
Hillockhead. Among her descendants we may note the
splendid bull Young Viscount 736, first at Highland Soci-
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ety’s shows in the yearling, two-year-old, and aged classes,
the champion at Kilburn, not to speak of numerous other
honours; FErica 4th 1697, sold to Lord Airlie for 101
guineas; Miss Macpherson 1252, a grand milker, who also
went to Cortachy; St Clair 1160, first-prize yearling and
two-year-old at Highland Society’s shows; Essence 4547,
bought by Lord Southesk from Mr Hannay for 100 guineas,
and winner of the second prize as a yearling at the High-
land Society’s show in 1881. Ella 1205, the fourth daugh-
ter of Erica, was bought by Mr Macgregor, Garline, and
her offspring are also deservedly appreciated. The Erica
bull Elcho 595 has the reputation of being one of the best
heifer-getters of the breed, and left many excellent calves
in several herds.

Space will not permit us to enumerate the whole of
the famous members of this fashionable family, but
enough has been said to explain how it has come to be
justly regarded as one of the choicest strains of polled
cattle. At the Aberdeen show of the Highland Society in
1876, an Erica was first in the class of aged bulls; an-
other first in the class of two-year-old bulls; and another
second in the class of cows. The Jilt family has been
more distinguished for the production of bulls. Like
the Erica sort, it is based on Keillor blood, Jilt 973
having been out of Beauty of Tillyfour 2nd 1180, bred at
Keillor, and after the Queen bull Black Prince of Tillyfour
366, who, as already observed, was the sire of Trojan, so
closely associated with the improvement of the herd.
When Jilt was sold at the Tillyfour sale in 1867, she was
in calf to Bright 454, another son of Black Prince of Tilly-
four 366, and the produce was Juryman 404, first-prize
two-year-old and first-prize aged bull at the Highland
Society’s shows. From Jilt was also bred Judge, the first-
prize bull at Paris in 1878, and Justice, another first-prize
Highland Society bull. All these animals have, as we
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remarked, been used in the herd. Among the more noted
female produce of Jilt may be mentioned Jewel 1413,
Jewess 1916, and Juno 3374.

The Sybil tribe, although it has also bred well, has scarce-
ly come so prominently to the front, the cows Siren 1915
and Sprite 3796 being perhaps its most noteworthy female
members. The older families at Ballindalloch have also
bred extremely well. That tracing from Miss Burgess
1198, bred in 1861 by Mr Burgess, Slack of Ballindalloch,
can count among its members Bertha 980, the first-prize
cow of the Highland Society at Stirling in 1873 ; Bachelor
690, the winner of two third prizes at Highland Society’s
shows, and one of the most successful sires of recent years;
Birthday 3373, who gained the second prize at Paris, and
the first prize as a two-year-old at the Highland Society’s
show at Perth in 1879 ; and Maid of Aven 2995, the first-
prize cow at the Highland Society’s show at Stirling in
1881. The Lady Fanny and Coquette families have also
yielded some fine stock, and the Nosegay family is famous
for superior milking qualities. These three families trace
to the original stock at Ballindalloch. The Pride cows,
more recently introduced to the herd, have bred admirably.
Kindness of Ballindalloch 1412, is one of the best cows of
the family she represents, and is dam of some superior
stock, while from Pride of Mulben 1919 has sprung a few
of the highest priced animals of the breed.

Besides a large number of private sales, there have been
three public auctions at Ballindalloch. At the sale in
1872 the average for 19 head was £35, 18s. 5d., highest
price, £63; in 1876 the average for 21 head was £47, 15s,,
highest price, £84; and in 1879 the average for 37 head
was £24, 12s., highest price, £52, 10s. The last sale com-
prised few members of the choicer strains in the herd, and
was more of the nature of a weeding-out sale than the
others. We understand that since the autumn of 1881
to May 1882 twenty-three animals were sold privately for
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£1874, an average of over £81. Twelve of these were
bulls, and they averaged over £50.

In order to fully appreciate the excellence of the Ballin-
dalloch herd, one has to see the animals gathered together
at their picturesque home, the Warlaby of the polled breed.
It is a treat that no admirer of cattle will ever forget to
inspect this large herd and trace the family character
running through every group. Polled breeders are proud
of Ballindalloch, and hope that the herd there may long
occupy the pre-eminent position to which the exertions of
Sir George Macpherson Grant and his ancestors have
brought it. When we obtained our information regarding
the herd in May 1882, it was composed of over one hundred
animals, with several cows still to calve. There were 32
Ericas, 24 females and 8 males; 14 Prides, 10 females
and 4 males; 9 Jilts, 6 females and 3 males; 1 Sybil; 2
Miss Burgesses ; 16 Lady Fannys; 3 Nosegays; 5 Wester-
town Roses; 2 Montbletton Mayflowers; 5 Rothiemay
Georginas; with members of other families.

Ballintomb.

Captain Mann, Ballintomb, Grantown, owns a large herd
which was commenced in 1875 by the purchase of the
cows Corskie 31st B. 1278, bred at Bognie, and Bell of
Biallid 2099, bred at Burnside, with her heifer calf Baby
2316, and the bull Brux 947, bred by Mr Walker, West-
side of Brux, Aberdeenshire, There have been added
since—Queen Mary 8th 3457, and Queen Mary 13th 3458
of the Mulben Mayflower family ; Tabby 3077 from Tul-
lochallum, with two crosses by Queen sires; Ada 3591,
also from Tullochallum, but of Easter Tulloch blood ;
Madame Loftus 2231, grand-daughter of the Pride cow
Regina 1179, bought at the Rothiemay sale in 1878 for 59
guineas ; Daphne 2992, of the Rothiemay Miss Morrison
family, bought at DBallindalloch in 1879; Coquette 9th
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4971, also acquired at Ballindalloch; Fancy 4396 of the
Westertown Victoria family, from Earnside; Algina 2nd
3961, from Auchorachan; Pride of Aberdeen 27th 4928,
purchased at the Balquharn dispersion for 66 guineas;
Dandelion 2569, of the Duchess branch of the Queen tribe,
bought at Aboyne in 1881 for 59 guineas; Emma 1733, of
the Erica family; and Rose of Biallid 3842, of the Wes-
tertown Rose family. As stock sire Brux was succeeded
by Kaiser 1253, a very well-bred bull, after the Erica sire
Elchies 563, and out of the Pride cow Kindness of Ballin-
dalloch 1412. The sire now in use is Jingo 1558, after
Sir Maurice 1319 and out of the Pride cow Madame
Loftus 2231. The herd numbers about 60 head, and con-
tains representatives of the Erica, Pride, Duchess, Rose,
Coquette, Miss Morrison, and other families. Some bull
calves have been sold to America. The stock bulls, and a
few of the females, have been exhibited and have taken
good places at the county shows of Inverness, Moray, and
Nairn. Kaiser was also highly commended at the High-
land Society’s show at Stirling in 1881. The herd has
been carefully collected, and, as will be seen, is fairly repre-
sentative of some of the best families.

Ballunze.

Mr James Ferguson, Ballunie, brother of Mr Thomas
Ferguson, Kinnochtry, has a small but very choice herd.
It was founded in 1876 by the purchase of Dido 3054 by
Juryman 404, of the Daisy branch of the Queen tribe, at
Lord Airlie’s sale at Cortachy. This cow has left some
nice calves. From Kinnochtry was acquired one of the
Favourite tribe. At Mr Hannay’s sale at Corskie in 1877
was bought Heather Blossom 3rd 3396, of the Rothiemay
Victoria family, after the 225-guineas bull Young Viscount
736 and out of the 111-guineas cow Heather Blossom 1703.
She had one calf, Heather Blossomn of Ballunie 2nd 4883,
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got by Shah 680, and died after calving in 1880. Emily
6th 3299, of the Kinnochtry Emily branch of the Keillor
Old Grannie tribe, was bought from Mr Thomas Ferguson.
The bulls used were the celebrated Pride sire Shah 680,
and the Princess sire Prince of the Realm 1695 at Kin-
nochtry. In 1880, Lictor 1698, bred at Aboyne, after
Warrior 1291 and out of Letty 2373, of the Castle Fraser
Lively family, was used. :

Balguhain Mains.

Mr George Bean, on entering the farm of Balquhain
Mains in 1874, began to collect a herd of polled cattle.
He bought a cow and two two-year-old heifers at the sale
at Dandaleith in May of that year, and a two-year-old
heifer from Mr Bean, Netherthird—viz., Priscilla, a grand-
~ daughter of Lord Southesk’s cow Perdita 848. In August
1875 Mr Bean purchased Newton 1387, second-prize bull
at the Strathbogie Farmers' Club show in 1875, and in
October of that year he bought the bull Tollo 1547 from
Mr Morrison, Tollo. From Mr Scott, Easter Tulloch, the
cow Crathes 4th was bought in 1876, and the same year
were added Lovinia 2nd 1924, from Mulben and Breeze
1841, from Mr Bean, Newton. In 1877, Rosavilla by
Maccallum-More 722, bred by Mr Paterson, Mulben, was
secured. The chief animals added since have been: Rose
of Boghead 1437, from Mr M‘%Knight, Boghead; Ella of
Tillyfour 1800, from Mr Turnbull, Smithston ; Vietoria 8th
3615, of the Victoria branch of the Queen tribe, from Mr
Farquharson, East-town ; Meg o’ the Mill 1480, from Mr
Hannay, Gavenwood; Nightingale 4th 3617, of Easter
Tulloch blood, from Mr Strachan, Inverebrie; Mary of
Westside 2033 and Faithful 879, the latter of the Kinnaird
Fanny tribe, at the Aberdeen Joint Sale in 1877 ; Abbess
3rd 3616, of Easter Tulloch blood, from Mr Turnbull, Smith-
ston; Catherine 2nd" 2210, of Drumin blood, from Mr
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Allsopp, Inverurie; Blooming Heather 3d 3572, of the
Rothiemay Victoria family, from Mr Tayler of Glenbarry ;
Bloomer of Cardenston 2004 and Elizabeth of Morlich
2083, the latter of the Windsor branch of the Queen tribe,
at the Aberdeen joint sale in 1878 ; Brunette 2278, of the
Ballindalloch Miss Burgess family ; Orange Blossom 1489,
of the Rothiemay Georgina family, from Mr Bruce, Keig ;
Ida of Haddo 2559, of the Portlethen Ida family, from the
Earl of Aberdeen; Dandy 1075, of the Drumin Lucy
family and winner of the first prize as a heifer at the
Highland Society’s show in 1871, from Captain Beedie,
Pitgair; Young Grizzle 1807, of the Easter Skene Grizzle
family, from Mr M‘Combie of Easter Skene; Lizzie of
Morlich 4954, of the Windsor branch of the Queen tribe,
and Isabella of Morlich 3rd, from Mr Cran, Morlich; and
Godiva 2568, of the Pride tribe, at the Balquharn dispersion.
The sires used have been Tollo 1547, already referred to;
Serapis 998, sire Hercules 687 dam Grizzle 995, bred at
Easter Skene, winner of the first prize at the Highland
Society as a two-year-old, and of numerous local prizes;
Lowther 1388, bred at East-town, of the Victoria branch
of the Queen tribe; Abbot, after Hero 861 and out of
Abbess 3rd 3616 ; Maharajah 1893, Heather Bred Lad, and
Viceroy 2nd, the last four bred by Mr Bean. The sire now
in use is Leotard, bred by Mr Bean, descended from Old
Grannie 1. The herd numbers about twenty head, and
comprises specimens of the Mains of Kelly Victorias, Kin-
naird Faniys, Bognie Miss Carnegies, Kinnochtry Favour-
ites, Drumin Catherines, East-town Patricias, &c.

A large number of sales have been made from the herd.
Bulls have been sold privately and at the Aberdeen joint
sales, at from fifteen to forty-five guineas. In November
1880, Mr Stephenson, Sandyford Villa, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
purchased Blooming Heather 2nd 3572, Lady Lizzie 4953,
and Lizzie of Morlich 4954 ; in March 1881 he purchased
Rose of Boghead 1437, Rose 5th 4958, Abbess 3rd 3616,
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Abbess 5th 4956, and Faithful 3rd 4957 ; and in January
1882 he purchased Brunette 3rd, out of Brunette 2278, and
Miss Carnegie, out of Miss Carnegie 4th 4090. Rosebery
out of Rose of Boghead 1437 was sold to go to Wales;
Abbot 2nd out of Abbess 3rd 3616 was sold to Mr S. Beat-
tie, to go to America; Victoria Seraphina out of Victoria
8th 3615, Milkmaid 4766, Milkmaid 3rd, and Miss Mary
out of Mary 2033, were sold to Mr Wilken, Waterside—
the two first to go to America. Milkmaid 3rd went to
New Zealand ; Isabella of Morlich and Emerald were
sold to Messrs Galbraith Brothers, Janesville, Wiscon-
sin, America ; and Viceroy 3rd was sold to Mr Thomson,
America. 1
The herd has taken a fair position in the show-yard,
although no animals are forced for exhibition. They have
been shown mostly at the Inverurie, Insch, and Turriff
shows, the bull Serapis having, besides prizes at the High- -
land Society’s shows, won numerous local honours.

Benholm Castle.

Mr William Smith’s herd was commenced at Stone o’
Morphie, Montrose, in 1876. Mr Smith bought, at Lord
Airlie’s sale at Cortachy that year, the cow Bessie 1442, at
£52, 10s. She was then in calf to Belus 749. The calf
was a bull. Bessie has had other four bull-calves, and
all the five have been prize-takers. Having missed calf in
1880, Bessie was sold fat. The same year Mr Smith pur-
chased Rose of Guynd 2nd 2599, at £38, 17s., from Mr
Bowie, Mains of Kelly. She was in calf to Gainsborough
3rd 598; and the calf was Gay Lass 3511, sold to
the Karl of Airlie, when one year old, for £60. Mr Smith
also sold the dam, with heifer-calf one month old, to Lord
Airlie, at £50. The calf was Griselda 3877, sold at Lord
Airlie’s sale for £73, 10s.—the highest price realised at the
sale. The same year there was bought from Mr Scott, Easter
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Tulloch, the cow Nightingale 1742, with bull-calf at foot,
for £33, 12s. Barmaid 2207 was bought from Mr Walker,
Portlethen, and has proved a good breeder. Lively of
Powrie 3729 was purchased from Mr Scott, Easter Tulloch ;
and a few other cows were added. The first stock-bull Mr
Smith had was Timour 3rd 1287, bought from Captain Grant
of Ecclesgreig, for £36. He was a good bargain—most of
his stock having been prize-winners—and he was sold fat
for £36. Northesk 1577, after Timour 3rd and out of Bessie
1442, was also used. Animals from the herd have been
exhibited only at the county shows of Kincardine and
Forfar, and they have been very fortunate—a good many
prizes having been gained.

Blairshinnoch.

The foundation of this herd was laid by Mr Stevenson
in 1867, when he was tenant of the home-farm of Careston,
Forfarshire—then the property of the Earl of Fife. The
herd at present consists of thirty females and three bulls.
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