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SANDFORD AND MERTON.

CHAP. I.

THE
Hero of our hiftory, Tommy Merton, was

the only fon of a gentleman of great fortune,
who had large pofTeffions in the iuand of Jamaica,
but had come to refide, for fome time, in the weft-

ern part of England. As Tommy was his only child,

it is no wonder if he were fpoiled by too much in-

dulgence. His mother was fo exceffively fond of

him, that, however unreafonable his requefts at any
time were, he need only cry for them, and he was

generally lure to have them complied with : though
it ibmetimes happened, that it was totally impoffible
to procure him what he wanted, and then the houfe,
from top to bottom, was one complete fcene of con-

fufion.

When any company came to vifit at their houfe,
he was fure to behave in fuch a manner as difgufted

every one prefent. He muft have the firft cut of e-

very thing at dinner ; and at tea-time, the cups and
faucers were frequently overfet, by his eagernefs to

reach at a bit of toaft, or any other favourite object

he had in view. He was fo
delicately brought up

A 2 that
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that he was hardly ever well ; for the leaft blaft of
wind gave him cold, and the lead additional heat of

the fun was fuie to bring on a fever. When Tommy-
arrived in England, though he was then fix years
of age, he had not learned fp much as to write or

read, and had been fo much indulged, that he hard'

IV knew the propef ufe of his limbs. To complete his

character, he was impatient, fretful, and proud.
At no great diitnnce from Mr Merton's feat, lived

a plain and honeft farmer, who, like hifn, had an

only fon, but a few months older than Matter Mer-
ton. His name was Harry Ssndford. This youth
was ftrong, active, hardy, and frefh-ccloured, being
accuitomed to run about in the fields, and engage
in thofe rural employments his age would "admit of.

His obliging manners and affable temper made him
beloved by every one, and fo tender were his feel-

ings, that he would never rob the innocent birds of

their eggs, but has frequently given half his bread

and butter to feed the poor robins in the winter. He
would deilroy no animal whatever, faying, that

Od had made nothing in vain, and we had no

right to put an end to the exigence of any creature

be had been pleaied to make.
Such amiable accomplithnr.ents as thefe drew on

him the attention of the clergy man of the parifli, who
was fo much p.'eafed with him, that he taught him
to read and write, and was always happy when young
Har; y was with him Little Harrv was an obliging
creature, and cheerfully fubmitted to do whatever

he xvas bidden, and was fo much attached to truth,

that he abhorred telling a lie on any occafion. The

gratification of his appetite had no Ihare in his mind,
and he frequently preferred his own homely fare

V> the delicacies he met with at other tables.

Accident.
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Accident happened to bring him and Tommy
Merton together. The Utter was one morning
walking in the fields with his female attendant, a-

inufing themfelves wiih hunting butterflies, and

collecting a nofegay from the \\ild beauties of the

fields. In the courfe of this amufement, a large
fnake rufhed from his concealed abode, -and en-

twined himfeif round one of the legs of poor Tom-
my. His female attendant, half dead with terror,

fled as faft as (he could to procure afiiilance, while

the little enervated youth ftood motionlefs, half

dead wiih the fright.

Harry, who happened to be but at a little dif-

tance, and faw all that had pafted, inftantly ran to

his afliftance, heroically feized hold of the fnake,
and foon relieved Tommy from his terror.

By this time, Mrs Merton, who had heard the

fhrieks of the maid, ran, with half the family it-

tending her, to the affiftance < f her darling fon.

In her emotions of tendernefs, fae caught him in

her arms, and almofl fmothered him with careffes.

At laft, however, (he was inexpreffibly happy to

find he had received no injury, and then enquired
of him in what manner he had got rid of the cruel

animal. "
Indeed, mama, (faid Tommy) had not

that little boy ccme to my aitiftance, I fear the nafty
creature would have bitten me."

*

Pray, my dear, (faid the lady) whofe good
boy are you, to whom I am fo much obliged.:"
'* My name, (faid he) is Harry Sandford." Mrs
Merton then in lifted that he fhould go home and
dine with them ; but Harry endeavoured to excufe

himfeif, faying his father would want him. The

lady afked him who his father was, when he re-

plied,
" Farmer Sandford, madam, who lives at

the
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the bottom of yonder hill." The lady fold, that

ihe fhould in future confider him as her child ; but

Harry did not feem much to like the idea cf giving

up his own father and mother.

The mattei , however, was foon fettled, Mrs Mer-
ton fent a fervant to the farmer, and, taking Harry-

by the hand, led him to her houfe, where every thing

appeared new to him. He had never before feen

iuch magnificent apartments, and yet did not feem
to Ihew many marks of wonder or furprife. When
feated at table, Harry, to the aftonifhmcnt of every
one, appeared neither plealed nor furpriled at the

novelty of the fcene, nor at the delicacy of the pro-
vifions. He could find no difference between the

filver cup, out of which he drank at Mr Merton's,
and the hoYn one, which he made ufe of for the

fame purpofe at home. He could not fee the fuper-
ior utility of gold and filver, when horn would
anfwer the fame purpofes.

Dinner being over, the lady preferred Harry
with a large glafs of wine, which he thanked her

for, but begged to be excufed drinking it, faying,
that his matter, Mr Barlow, told him, that he fhould

never eat but when he was hungry, nor drink but

when he was dry ; that he fhould accuftom himlelf

to eat and drink thofe things only which are eafily

to be procured, as otherwife he might grow peevilh
and fretful when he could not get them. The more

they converfed with this little youth, the more they
were furprifed to find fo much good fenfe in a far-

mer's fon.

Mr Merton obferved to his lady, that he wifhed

Mr Barlow would take their Tommy under his care,

as he grew a great boy, and it was time he fhould

learn fomething. Mr Merton theu atked his fon,

if
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if he fhould like to be a philofopher ; to which hs

replied, that he did not know what a philofopher
was, but he ibould like to be a king ; becaufe kings

having many perfons to wait on them, have no oc-

cafion to do any thing themfelves, and live in fp
much grandeur.
Mrs Mcrton caught Tommy in her arms, and,

after having given him a thoufand kiffes for fo wit-

ty and feniible an anfwer, afked Harry how he
iliould like to be a king. The little fellow replied,
that he did not know what a king was, but he
fhould be very happy when he was grown big e-

nough to work at the plow, and get his owa bread ;

for he wanted nobody to wait upon him.

The lady obferved, in a whifper to her htifband,
what a difference there was between the children

of gentlefolks and thofe of poor people. Mr Mer-

ton, however, was a very fenfible man, and chofe

rather to be filent than offend his lady, though he
was far from being of her opinion.
Mrs Merton then afked Harry, if he fliould like

to be rich ; and, on the honeft little fellow's an-

fwering in the negative, fhe requefted of him to

know, with a fmile of contempt, why he preferred

poverty to riches.
" For this reafon, madam, (replied Harry) be-

caufe I know only one rich man, and that is 'Squire

(Jhace, who lives juft by us. He rides over fields of

ripe corn, demelithes hedges, delUeys other people's

dogs, and does many injuries to the poor, and all this

merely becaufe he fays he is rich. He is, however,

univerfally hated, though it would be dangerou? foi

any one to tell him fo. For my part, 1 would ra-

th :r die than be haled by rny neighbours."
A 4 ,
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Mrs Merton then afked Harry, if he fiiould not

like to be dreffed in fine laced cloths, to have a

coach to carry him wherever he plealed, and a

number of fervants to attend his orders.
" As to clothes, madam, {replied Harry) one

coat is as good as another, fo it does but keep one

warm, and fo long as I can walk where I chufe,

I fhall have no cccafion for a coach to carry me.

Had I an hundred fervants, I fliould find it more
trouble to tell them what to do, than to do it mv-
felf." The lady viewed Harry with a countenance

mixed with altonilliment and contempt, but for-

bore afking him any further queftions.

When Harry returned home in the evening to his

parents, they afked him how he liked what he had
4een at the great houfe. Harry replied, that they
had all been very civil to him, but that he would
much rather have been at home. "

I never in my
life (faid he) had fo much trouble to eat my dinner.

One would have thought that I was either lame or

blind, as a fervant ftood behind me all the time I was
at dinnerto help me to beer and bread, and take away
'my plate ; and fo many difhes followed one another,
that I thought there would never have been an end
to it. What was ftill worfe, after dinner was over, I

was obliged to fit two hours on my feat, as if I

had been nailed to it, while the lady afeed me how
I fhould like to be a king, to be rich, and, like

'Squire Chace, to be hated by every one."

After Harry was gore, a long converfation took

place between Mr Merton and hrs lady. The 1-ady

preferred what ilie called the polite notions or

my to the honeft rufticity of Harry ; but the gentle-
man was of a different opinion, and preferred iince-

rity and honefty to the empty parade of greatnefs.
This
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This converfation concluded with an agreement
between Mr Merton and his wife, that their fon

Tommy fhould be put under the care of the fame
matter as Harry. Mr Barlow was accordingly in-

vited the next Sunday to dinner, when Mr Merton
introduced the fubjeft, and made the propofal to.

him. The converfation that paiTed between Mr
Merton and Mr Barlow was long and intereiting ;

but, at the fame time, fo little adapted to the com-

prehenfion of my youthful readers, that I (ball pafs
it over for the prefent in filence, and only obferve,

that Tommy's parents delivered him into the hands
of this good man, to treat him in fuch a manner
ys fhould appear to him beft.

CHAP. II.

have now brought Tommy to the vicarage,
which was about two miles from his father's

houfe, to undergo a very material change in his

temper and difpofitions. The next morning, aftei;

breakfaft, Mr Barlow conduced him and Harry
into the garden. He then took a fpade bunfeif,

gave a hoe to Harry, and they both began their

work. Tommy was invited to join them in their

labour, and Mr Barlow promifed to give him a.

little piece of ground to himfeir, if he would under-

take the cultivation of it ; but he rejected with con-

tempt an offer, which he thought was more proper
to be made to a plough-boy, than to a young gen~
tleman of his fortune and character.

Mr Barlow told Tommy he might do as he liked,

and, after he and Harry had worked about two
A 5 hours>
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Jiours, tliey left off, and went into a pleafar.t fum-

zner-houfe, where they fat down. Here Mr Barlow,

taking a plateful of fine cherries out of a cup- board,
divided them between himfelf and Harry : they eat

them up without offering a fmgle one to Tommy,
who undoubtedly especled to have his fliare of them.

This put the little youth into a fullen ftate, which

at laft found vent in tears ; but his indulgent mother
\vas not at hand to foothe and carefs him, and he
wandered about the garden, equally furprifed and

vexed, en rinding himfelf in a place where no one
concerned themfelves whether he was pleafed or not.

As foon as the cherries were demolished, Harry
propofed to read a leifon, which was the ftory of

the Flies and the Ants. To this Mr Barlow agreed,
and told Harry to take care that he read flowly and

diftinclly, and to pronounce his words properly.
This good boy then took up his book, and read the

following leffon.
" In one corner of a farmer's garden, a neft of

ants was one day difcovered. Thefe animals, du-

ring all the warm and pleafant months of the year,
were fully occupied in dragging to their cells all

the little feeds and grains of corn they were capable
of lollecTrag. A bed of flowers happened to bs

reai the habitation of thefe ants, and was frequent-
ed by numberlefs flies, who diverted themfelves in

iporting from flower to flower. The farmer's little

ion, having frequently obferved the different em-

ployments of thefe animals, and, being young and

ignorant, he one day broke out into thefe expreilions:
'

Surely thefe ants are the moft fimple of all crea-

tures ! How they toil and labour all the day, in-

Head of reveling in the warmth of the fun, and

wandering
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wandering from flower to flower, like thefe fliesj

who feem lo know how to enjoy themfelves !"
'
It was not long after he had made this idle

remark, when the weather began to grow very cold,

the fun feldom made its appearance, and the even-

ings were (harp and frofty. This fame little boy,

walking with his father in the garden at this period
of the year, did not perceive a fingle-ant, but ob-

ferved that all the flies were lying about either dead
or dying. As he was a good-natured youth, he
could not help regretting the fate of the unfortunate

flies, and a(ked his father, what was become of the

ants he had fo often feen on the fame fpot. His
father replied,

" The flies, being carelels animals,
are all dead, becaufe they made no provifion a-

gainft the approach of fevere weather. The ants,

on the contrary, have been bufy during the fummer,
in laying up a ftore againft the winter, and are now
fnug in their cells alive and well. When the warm
weather fhall return, you will again fee them at

their labour.*'

This ftory being finifiied, Mr Barlow and Harry
took a walk into the fields, and the latter was very

inquifitive, in afking the names of all the fhruba

and plants they met with. In the midft of their

converfation, Harry efpied a large bird, called a

kite, which feemed to be very bufy with fomethmg
in its claws. He inftantly ran to the fpot, and by
making a Icud noife and {touting as he approached,

frightened the bird away, leaving a chicken behind

him. Harry picked it up, and, though he found

it much hurt, it was itill alive. The humane little

fellow told Mr Barlow, he would put it in his bo-

ibm, in order to recover it ; that he would carry it

koine, and give it part of his dinner every day, till

A 6 ic
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it fhould be able to do without his affiftance. This

promife he afterwards pun&ually performed, and
his endeavours were crowned with fuccefs.

On their arrival at home to dinner, Tommy,
who had been all this time rambling in the garden in

a folitary manner, made his appearance, and, being
very hungry, was going to fit down at the table with

the reft
; but Mr Barlow obferved to him, that as he

was too much of a gentleman to think of working,
he muft go without victuals, as it was not reafon-

able, that the indutlrious fhould work for the idle.

Tommy now withdrew into a corner, crying moft

bitterly ; but thefe were rather tears of grief than

obftinacy, as he found nobody feemed inclined to-

humour his bad temper. Harry, however, was very

unhappy to fee his friend in fo humiliating a fitua-

tion, and begged Mr Barlow, with tears in his eyes,
th.u he might give him a part of his dinner. Ha-

ving obtained permiffion to do fo, he get up, went
to Tommy, and gave him the whole of it, when the

young gentleman took it, thanked him for it, and
cat it all up. Here Mr Barlow obferved, though
gentlemen are above working for themfelves, they
will eat the bread that others earn by the fweat cf

their brow. This threw Tommy again into tears.

Mr Barlow and Harry went the next morning to

work as ufual, when Tommy came to them, and
defired that he alfo might have a hoe. Mr Barlow

inftantly gave him one, and inftmcled him how to

life it, fo that, in a fhort time, he became a good
workman, -ind purfued his labour with pleafure.

Their work being finifhed for that day, they all

withdrew to the fummer houfe, and the joy of

Tommy was inexpreffible, when he found he was ta

have his 0ure of the fruit. When the fruit was de-

pioulhedj
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molifhed, Mr Barlow took up a book, and afked

Tommy to read them a (lory ; but he, hanging down
his head, faid he had not yet learned to read'. Mr
Barlow, after expi effing his forrow for the young
gentleman's ignorance, defired Harry to read the fol-

lowing ftory of the Gentleman and the Balket-maker.
" In a diftant part of the world lived a rich man,

who had a magnificent houfe, and fpent all his time

in the luxurious enjoyments of eating, drinking,

gaming, and every kind of pleafure. Such were
the errors of his education, that he thought it was
the duty of every one to obey him, and that the

poor were only made for his ufe.
" At no great diftance from this rich perfon's

houfe, lived a poor, honeft, induftrious man, who
made fhift to maintain himfelf by making bafkets

out of dried reeds, which grew in afwamp near his

habitation. So fmall was his income, that his food
was very coarfe, and his bed was nothing better than

fpare nifties. Notwithstanding this, he was happy
and contented, and bore a very reipeclable and a-

iniable character. The rich man was of a contrary
character ; he was a great fluggard and glutton,
fo that he was a ftranger to a good ftate of health,
and never fat down to any meal with an appetite.
He was univerfally hated for his tyranny and op-
>reflion, and even his own fervants detefted him.
" Whenever this tyrant went abroad, it was on

a kind of bed borne on the iiioulders of men. As
he frequently paiTed by the habitation of the poor
bafket- maker, he conllantly obferved, that the ho-

r.Sit fellow was always finging and merry at his

work. What, faid he to himfelf, (ball fuch a gen-
tleman as I be always melancholy and gloomy^
\vh\k fuch 3 veptils as this is gay and chee.ful !

A 7
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" This invidious ^nd wicked reflection was ftreng?

thened by the repetition of the poor man'b happi*
Befs ; he therefore determined to make him as mi-

ferable as himfelf, and with that view ordered his

fervant one night to- iet fire to the rufties that fur-

jounded the p^-or man's houfe. The whole marfu
\vas ibon in a flame, which extended to the cottage
of the bafket maker, who was forced to f.ive bis life

by running out with only his Hurt on his back.
" Sonowful indeed was the fituation of this poor

creature, who found himfelf totally deprived of the

means of procuring fubfulance, by the wicked cru-

elty of a rich man, whom he had never offended.

Isaked and miferable as he \v.is, he fet out barefooted

to tell his melancholy tale to the governor of the pro-

vince, who was, a good and ju;t man He inftantly

fent for the rich tyrant, v>-ho was unable to make any
defence, the crime being clearly proved againft him.

*' Since this rich tyrant (laid the governor) is fo

much puffed up with his own gonfequence, I will

convince him of what little value he is to the pubiic a

and what a wicked and contemptible mortal he is.

As to )on, (addremng himielf to the poor man),
it muPt be a matter of indifference to what part youi

go, fince your honefty and induftry will procure you,
a livelihood any where.

" The governor then gave orders to put them
both on boar,d a (hip, and to carry them to a remote-

country, inhabited by a rude and favage kind of

men, who principally got their living by fiihu
g,

werfe

firangers to riches, and lived in huts, 'i he sailors

having put them on fhore, there left them, vheiv

lliey were prefently fiirrounded by the inhabitants.

The fituation of the lich man was now terrible,,

and he began to cry and wring his hands in the
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rnoft abjeft manner; while the poor man feemed

perfectly at eaie, well knowing his labour would

procure him his biead.
" The nntives made them underhand by figns*

that they would not hurt them, but would employ
them in flihing and carrying wood. They wert*

then bcch conducted to a diftant wood, and ihewed

Several logs, which th^y were ordered to carry to

the cabins of the natives. They inftantly fet about

their hufinefs, when the ftrengih and activity of the

poor man foon enabled him to complete his bufi-

nefs, before the rich maii had finiflled half his.

" The natives, feeing the difference between the

abilities of thefe two men, were very much prepof-
feffed in favour of the baiket-maker, who they fup-

poied would be very ufeful to them. They there*

fore fed him with what they called their dainties*

while they gave the rich man a very fcanty allow-

ance of their ordinary fare. However, labour had
created him an appetite, and he fwallowed that

meagre fare more heartily than he would at homd
have eat the rhoft luxurious food.

"
Experience foon taught the rich man on what

falfe pretsnfions he had before valued himfelf, and
how ranch fuperior to him was a plain honett la*

bouring man.
" The basket- maker, on the other hand, bound

twigs together in fo pretty a manner, as ornaments
for the heads of the natives, that they became en-

raptured v.ith him. They releafed him from his

former drudgery, brought him their choiceft pro-

vitions, and built him a hut to dovell in. As to

the gentleman, who had neither abilities to do any
thing pleafing, not flrength to labour, they made
him the bafkct- maker's fervant, and employed him

A 9 in
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in cutting reeds for his ufe. So effcSually was the

pride of the rich man mortified !

" Several months had elapied in this manner,
vrhen the governor of their native country lent ior

.them, and ordered them to be brought before him.

AS foon as they appeared, he call a Hern and fevere

look on the gentleman, and thus addrciud him :

" I have now taught you, what a feeble, helplefs,

and contemptible creature you are, and how inferior

you are to the perfon you infuhed. I fhall take care

that you fhall make him reparation for the injury

you have done him. Were I to puniih you as you
^leferve, I fhould ftrip you of all your riches, as

you wantonly deprived this man of the little all he

polfefled in this world ; but I will ad more humane-

ly than you did, and therefore fentence you to give
one half of your polieffions to this poor injured man."

" The bafket-maker inftantly thankea the gover^
nor for his goodnefs ; but begged leave to remind

him, that having lived ail his life in poverty, and

laboured for his daily bread, he had no inclination

I
lor thofe poffeflions, of which he fhould not know
the ufe. All he required, therefore, was to be put
in the fame condition he formerly enjoyed, and

thereby be enabled to get }iis bread.
" The noble generofity of the bafl^et- maker af-

toniihed the rich man, of whom misfortunes had
jnade a different creature. He ever after treated

the poor man as his friend, and was a benefactor

to the diftreiTed all the reft of his life."

As foon as the ftory was ended, Tommy allow-

ed irwas very entertaining ; but laid, had he been

in the bafket-maker's place, he wruld have accepted
of the governor's decree, and have taken one half of

the gentleman's fortune. But riarry faid he would
have
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have done no fuch thing, left it (hould make him as

proud, as idle, and as wicked as the other. Mr Bar-

low and the two young folks then went in to dinner*

CHAP. III.

TpROM this time, Mr Barlow and his' two pupils
* worked every morning in the garden, and re-

tired after their labour to the fummer-houfe, where

they refrefhed therhfelves before dinner. By de-

grees, Tommy began to be angry with himfelf

that he could not read, and at laft fpoke privately
to Harry on the occafion, who very generoufl/

propofed to learn him. He accordingly began
with teaching him the alphabet, which he learned

ill ihe c;.irie of a day. He then proceeded to

fpelling* and in a little time read tolerably well.

All this was to be done without Mr Barlow know-

ing any thing of the matter, as Tommy wifhed to

furprife him by reading him a le/Ton unexpectedly.
He purfued his fiudy with very great attention,

and Harry was by no means backward in giving
him aiTiftahce. At laftj being all three all^mbled

in the furhmer-houfe, and the book being given to

Harry, Tommy faid, that, if ?lr Barlow would

give him permiffion, he would try to read. Mr
Barlow replied, that he fhould have no objection,
but he fhould as foon espeft to fee him fry as to

read. Tommy, however, with a fmile of confi-

dence and felf-approbation took up the book, and,
with great fluency, read the following hillory o

the two dogs.
*' In one particular part of the world, which a-

A 9 bounds
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founds with ftrong and fierce wild beaft?, a peer mam
Jiappened to rear two puppies, of that fort whicn is

rooil eileemed for (ize and courage. From the very

promifing appearance the puppies made, he thought
one of them would be a very acceptable prefent to

his landlord. Accordingly he gave him one, which
he called Jowler, and kept the other, which he

flamed Keeper, to look after his own flocks.
"
Jowier was fent into a plentiful ki.tcken, wher

he foon became the favourite of the fervants, whom
he diverted by his little tricks.and gambols: hence

it is no wonder that he lived in a dainty manner,
and encreafed in fize and comeiinefs. This pam-
pered way of living, however, made him coward-

ly, he became a great glutton, and though he had

plenty, yet he could not help thieving.
" With refpecl: to Keeper, his mode of living*

was very different; for his matter was a
fc
-oor man,

who lived hard, and was expoied to all weathers,

Keeper grew aftive, diligent, and hardy, and be-

ing expoied to perpetual dangers from the wolves,
with whom be had frequent combats, be grew bol<l

and courageous. K,is honefty was unconquerable,
for though left alone with meat on the table, he

never touched any thing but what was given him.
" The poor man's landlord, happening to come

into the country to examine his eftaies, brought
Jowler with him to the place of his birth. On his

arrival there, he was much furprifed to find Keeper
fo much unlike his brother Jowler, who received a

pat or two on the back from his mafler, as a mark
ot his fuperiority. An accident however, brought
Jowler into difgrace.

" As the gentleman was one day walking in 3,

thick wood, attended only bv the two dogs, an.
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hungry wolf, whofe eyes fparkled like fire, with

his briftles (landing erect, and an horrid fnarl that

filled the gentleman with terror, rufhed out of a

thicket, and feemed determined to devour him.

The unfortunace man gave himfelf over for loft ;

efpecially when he faw that his dog Jowler, inftead

of flying to his affiitance, fneaked away, howling
with fear,, and hanging his tail between his legs.

"
Happily for the gentleman, in this moment of

defpair, the courageous Keeper, who had followed

him at a diftance, humble and unobferved, rufhed

to his afliftance, and fo courageouily attacked ih'e

furious animal, that he at laft laid him dead on th-j

ipot, though poor Keeper icceived fome terrible

Wounds in the conflict.
" So pleafed was the gentleman with the coura-

geous behaviour of the dog, that he defired his te-

nant would make an exchange with him, giving
him permiiHon, at the fame time, if he pleafed, to

hang him as a cowardly \vorthlefs cur.
" The gentleman was no fooner gone, than tha

poor man was preparing to hang Jowler, and was

'actually putting the cord about his neck ; but th

unfortunate animal, who had been fpoiled by his

rnafter, licked his hand, ar.d looked fo pitifully,,

.that his tendgr heart relented, and he determined

to try if he could not work a reformation in him.
" He was accordingly fed very fpari-ngly, and

expofed to all the inclemencies of the weather, fo

that in a little time he became vigorous and ac-

tive as he had before been lazy and indolent.
*'

Jowler being one day in the woods, and ftill

fearful of engaging with a wild beatt, was fuddenly
attacked by a furious wolf, from whom he willied

V? make his efcape,_ but found it impoflible. They
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fay necefiity makes cowards brave, at leaft it pto*
ved fo with Jowler, who then faced about, enga-

ged the wolf, and killed him.
" The applaufes and carefles Jowler received ort

this firft proof of his courage, animated him to

greater exploits, and he foon became a terror to

all the beafts of prey in that neighbourhood.
"

Keeper, in the mean time, leading a life of

luxury and eafe, foon degenerated, and acquired
all the evil qualities which Jowler was poffeifed of*

\vhile in hie place. Idlenefs and gluttony foon de-

ftroy all the qualities of the mind and body, and
in the end lead to ruin.

" The gentleman deing defirous of making ano-

ther excurfion into the country, took his dog Keep-
er with him, in order to give him an opportunity
of exercifmg his (kill againft his old enemies, the

wolves. The country people foon turned out one

from a neighbouring wood ; but great indeed was
the aftoniihment of the gentleman, when he law his

dog run away on the firft onfet. While the wolf

was purfuing Keeper, another dog fprung for ward*
attacked the enraged animal, and foon killed him.

" It was natural for the gentleman to lament the

cowardice of his favourite dog, and praife the noble

ipirit of the other: but judge what muft be his fur-

prize, when he found it was his diicarded dog
Jowler.

" I now plainly fee, (faid the gentleman)
that courage is not to be expected from thofe who
live a life of indolence and repofe. Unrercitted

exercife, and proper difcipline only, are capable
of forcing the faculties to exeit themfelves."

The ftory being finillied,
"

I clearly fee (faid Mr
Barlow) that if young gentlemen will but take

pains, they may do as well as ojhers." He re-

joiced
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jolced to find, that Tommy had made fo ufeful an

acquitition, as that of learning to read. " I have
no doubt, (continued Mr Barlow) that Tommy
will one day become a fenfible man, and will here-

after be able to teach others."

Tommy feemed highly pleafed with thefe prai-

fes, and determined to make himfelf as clever as

other people. Indeed, he was naturally of a good
difpofition, though the talenrs he pofllfled had been

prevented from appearing by the bad habits of a

wrong education. He was very paflionate, and

thought every one obliged to obey him, who was
not fo finely drefled as himfelf. This opinion often

led him into errors, attended with difagreeable con-

fequences, of which the following is an inftance.

Tommy one day happened to ftrike a ball with

his bat into an adjoining field, in which a little

ragged boy was walking. Tommy called to the

boy in a v.ery commanding tone to throw the ball

over, but he took no notice of what was faid to

him. Tommy then called out in a more angry tone

than before, and aiked the boy if he were deaf.
" No, (replied the boy )

for the matter of that I am
not deaf." This enraged the youag gentleman ftill

more, and he threatened the boy, that, if he did

r.ot immediately throw the ball over, he would
c^me into the field, and thrafK him within an inch

of his life. The boy then fet up a loud laugh, which
fo provoked Tommy, that he clambered over the

hedge, with an intent to leap into the field; but his

font happening to Hip, down he went into a ditch

full of mud and water. There Tommy lay tumb-

ling about for fome time, in vain attempting to get
cut. His fine waiftcoat was totally fpoiled, his

white (lockings had aifumed another colour, and
his
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his breeches were filled Avith muddy water. In

ftruggling to get out, he firft lott one thoe and

buckk, and then the other; and, to complete his

misfortunes, his laced hit fell into the mult muddy
part, and funk to the bottom.

At laft, the little ragged boy took pity on him,
and helped him out, and Tommy VMS fo vexed
and alhamed, that he was not able to fay a vvord,

but fct off for home. Mr Barlftw feeing him in

fuch a plight, was afraid he might have received
fome injury ; but, on hearing the whole pf the bu-

finefs, he could not help fmiling, advifmg Tommy
to be more careful in fuiure how he thieatened

others with puniihment.
The next day, being all three in the arbour to*

gether, Mr Barlow dellred Harry to read the fol-

lowing flory of Androcles and the Lion.
" A flave, named Androcles, was ib ill treated by

his mafter, that his life became an irJupportnble
burthen. Seeing no probability of an end to his

jnifery, he determined within himfelf, that it would

be better to die, than to endure the feverities and

hardllnps to which he was peipetually expofed. He
accordingly determined to run away from his (lave-

ry, and feek an afylum among the fava^e inhabi-

tants of the xvoods and forefts> lefs ferocious per-

haps than he had found fome of his fellow creatures*
" He accordingly took an opportunity of quit-

ting his matter's houfe, and went and hid himfelf*

in the receffes of a gloomy foreft at fome diftance

from the town. In endeavouring to fhun one mi-

fery, we often run into another ; thus poor An-

drocles, tbongh he rwd efcaped frrm the cruelty
of his mafter, had Treih difHculties to encounter.

He found himfelf in a vail and truckiefs wood*
wbcit
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where he could find no food, and where his flefii was
torn by thorns and brambles every ftep he took. At
lait, coming by accident to a large cavern, he there lay
down, overcome with hunger, fatigue, and defpair.
" Androcies had not been long repoiing in the

cavern, when he heard a dreadful noife, refejnblifig
the roar ot a wild bead, which teirified him exceed-

ingly. He (larted up in order to make his efcape
and ran to the mouth cf the cave, when he faw an
enormous lion coming V<wards him, and from
whom there feemed no poffibility or efcaping. He
now gave himfelf up as devoted to deftruclion ;

but great indeed was his aftonilhment, when he

faw the animal advancing towards him in a grave
and gentle pa*e, without fhewing the lealt mark of

rage or fury, but uttering a kind of mournful

found, as if he himlelf wanted aiTiftance.
" This unexpected event gave frcfh courage to

Androcies, who was naturally bold and refolnte.

!|ie atteniively furveyed every part of his new fa-

vage acquaintance, who flood ftiH to give him lei-,

{ure for that purpofe. . He obfervedj^ that the lion

did not put all his feet to the ground, and that one

of them feemed wounded. He boldly advanced*
took hold of it, and attentively furveyed it, when he

perceived in it a large thorn,, which muft have oc-

cafioned great pain to the- animal, as the leg was in

confequence very much fwelled. However, he care-

fully pulled out the thorn, and then fqueezed the.

foot lo force out the matter that had gathered there.
** The operation was no fooner completed, than

the grateful animaljumped round him, and put him-

felf into as many attitudes of joy, as does the pam-
pered lap-dog, when, after a ihort abfence, he again
folds himfelf witn his fond and delicate miftrefs.

Androclci
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Andiocles became the lion's furgeon and com-

pletely cured his patient, who, in return, never

went out in purfuit of prey, without bringing fome-

thing for the fupport of his kind phyftcian, andfuch
as was more adapted to the nature of man, than

to that of a lion.

" Our fugitive and his favage friend lived in

this ftrange kind of hofpitality for feme months,
when Androcles, happening one day to wander too

far from his retreat, was tajcen by a party of ibl-

ciiers, and conducted back to his mafter, Being
tiled and convicted, by the fevere laws of his coun-

try, he was condemned to be devoured by a lion,

kept fome time without food to make him the mere
fierce and ravenous.

" The fatal moment arrived, and the wretched
Androcles was expofed unarmed, in a fpacious

place properly enclofed, round which were aifem-

bled an innumerable crowd to be witneffes to this

inhuman fcene.
' A den was opened, and out of

it rufhed a furious lion, uttering fo dreadful a yell

as filled all the fpedators with horror. He fprang
towards the helplefb victim, with an erected mane,

flaming eyes, and jaws gaping with deftrufcion.
"
Pity commanded a mournful Hience, and every

eye was turned on the devoted viclim, whofe miferies

feemed to be battening to a period. Pity and hor-

ror, however, were foon changed into wonder and

aftoniftiment, when they beheld the furious ani-

iii al, inftead of tearing the victim in pieces, ftop

fuddenly in his career, and fubmiffively crouch at

the feet of Androcles, as a faithful dog does at

thofe of his mafter.
" Androcles was then loudly called upon by the

governor of the town, to explain to him and the
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fpeclators the caufe of fo unintelligible a myftery,
how fuch a tierce and favage wild beaft fhould, in

a moment, be converted into a quiet and peaceful
animal. Androcles then related every thing that

had pafled betwen him and the lion in the vood,
and in what manner he had there entertained him.

"
Every one prefent was equally delighted and

aftonilned at the honelt narrative, and were happy
to find, that even the moft favage beaft may be

foftened by gratitude, and moved by humanity.

They unanimoufly exerted their Interefts to gain

pardon for Androcles, and they fucceedcd in their

endeavours. He was pardoned and prefented with

the lion, to whom Androcles twice owed his life."

The ftory being now iiniihed, Tommy feemed

vaftly pleafed with it ; but could not comprehend
how the wild bealls cf the foreft could thus be ta*

med. To this Mr Barlow obierved, that wild beafts

never do any mifchief but when they are hungry ;

vrhereas many human beings, and fome children in

particular, plague and torment animals frequently
out of mere wantonnefs and cruelty, and in that

refpecl are worfe than the hearts of the foreft.

This juft obfervation of Mr Barlow ftruck Har-

ry very forcibly.
" I remember, Sir, (faid he)

in going along the road, I met with a wicked boy,
who was treating a poor afs very cruelly. The ani-

mal was lame, and the boy beat him unmercifully,
becauie he could not go fafter than he was abje. I

afked him, how he would like to be treated in that

manner himfelf. He replied, it was his father's afs,

and he had a right to do with it as he pieafed. He
added, if I were faucy, he would ferve me in the

fame manner. I do not like to be quarrelfome, or

offend any onej but. as I thought he was very much
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in the wrong, I told him lie was a cruel creature,
and that I was not afraid of him, though he was,
almoft twice my fize. Upon this he attacked me
with his ftick ; but I foon made him fick of the con-

teft. You have often told me, that thofe who bluf-

ter moft, are generally the greateft cowards. He
no fooner found I had maftered him, than he ear-

neftly begged, while he lay upon the ground, that

I would not hurt him. I told him I would not, ifhe
would promife not to ufe his afs ill any more. Upon
his folemnly afiuring me that he would never again
treat the poor animal with inhumanity, I forgave
him, and we both went on our own way."
Mr Barlow applauded the conduct of Harry,

and obferved, that he fuppofed the afs bey looked as

foolifh as Tommy did, when the ragged boy helped
him out of the ditch. A converfation then took

place betwen Mr Barlow and Tommy, which fo

much convinced the little gentleman of his impru-
dent behaviour, that he could hardly lefrain from
tears : and, as he was naturally of a generous tem-

per, he determined to make the poor boy amends
the firft time he ihould meet with him.

CHAP. IV.

7T was not long before he had an opportunity of

difplaying his promifed generofity ; for as he was
that afternoon walking over the fields, he (aw the

poor boy gathering blackberries. Tommy inftan-

tly ran up to him, and atlced him, if he had no

better clothes than thofe on his back, which hung
ail in rags.

"
No, f:r, (replied the poor boy)

thefe
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thefe are my beft. I have brothers and lifters,

who are as ragged as rnyfelf ; but what is worfe,
we are all half ftarved."

On Tommy's aiking him what could be the

cattfe of that, the poor boy replied,
" that his fa-

ther was ill of a fever, and was unable to work ;

and that his mammy told him, they muft all ftarve,

unlefs God Almighty took pity on them." Tom-
my, without making any reply, ran home as faft

as he could, and prefently returned with a loaf of

bread, and a fuit of his plaineft clothes. "
Here,

poor boy, (faid he) you behaved very kindly to

me, and .therefore I give you thefe. 1 am a gentle-

man, and (hall not mifs them." The boy received

this prefent with every mark of gratitude, and

Tommy turned from him without faying a word

more, highly delighted with his own feelings on
this his firft act of humanity.
The next morning early, Tommy defired Harry

to accompany him to an old-clothes (hop in a neigh-

bouring village. On their arrival there, Tommy
laid out all his money, which amounted to fifteen

Hillings and fix-pence, in buying clothes for the

poor ragged family. As they were tied up in a

bundle, Tommy gave them to Harry to carry, to

which he readly confented ; but, at the fame time

aiked him, in a friendly manner, why he could not

carry it himfelf. Tommy replied, gentlemen ne-

ver carry bundles, but that common people always
carry them for them. Harry hereupon very juft-

ly obferved, that gentlefolks fhould have neither

hands, nor feet, nor eyes t nor ears, nor mouths,
becaufe common people have them.

They walked on, converfmg in this manner, till

they arrived at the cottage of the poor man whom
they



Mr Barlow had given him the preceding night.

Tommy then aiked for the little boy, and, as loon

as he appeared, told him, that he had brought
fome clothes for him and the reft of the little family.
The manner in which they were received lliewed

how much they were wanted. The iincere bleffings
of the good woman and her huiband were fo affec-

ting, that Tommy and his companion could not

help fhedding tears of joy. As they were return-

ing home, the young gentleman obferved, that he
had never before fpent money with fo much fa-

tisfacHon as on this occation ;
and that, ibr the

time to come, he would fave up all the money
that was given him, and apply it to thefe charita-

ble purpofes, inftead of fpending it in the purchafe
of baubles.

On their return home, Tommy acquainted Mr
Barlow with what he had done, which met with

the hearty applaufes of that worthy gentleman,
In the evening, Mr Barlow, in return for Tom-
my's goodneis, read him the following ftory of

The Two Brothers.
"
Among the numerous adventurers, who went

to South America in purfuit of gold and filver,.

was a Spaniard, whofe name was Pizarro, and

who, like others, was anxious to try his fortune*

As he had a great affection for his elder brother,

he communicated to him his defign, and earneftly
entreated him to go along with him, promifing to

give him an equal ihare of whatever the expedition
ihould produce.

" His brother, whofe name was Alonzo, was a
man of good underftanding and eafy temper. He
did not much like the propofed expedition, and

endeavoured
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endeavoured to perfuade Pizarro to abandon it,

reprefenting to him the certain danger & he would
have to encounter, and the great uncertainty of

fuccefs. However, perceiving that all arguments
were in vain, he confented to accompany him,

declaring at the fame time, that he wanted no

part of the riches he might procure, and only afk-

ed to have a few fervants and his> baggage taken

on board the {hip with him. Pizarro then difpo-
fed of all his effects, pnrchafed a veflll, and em-
barked with feveral other adventurers, who had no
doubt of making immenle fortunes. Alonzo, on
the other hand, took with him only a few plows,
harrows and other implements of hufbandry ; toge-
ther with fome corn, and feeds of different forts of

vegetables. Though this conduct appeared very

ftrange to Pizarro, yet he took no notice of it to his

brother, wifhing to avoid the leaft appearance of

altercation.
" A profperous gale wafted them acrofs the At-

lantic, v. hen they put into the laft port they intend-

ed to ftop at, till they fhould reach the land of

gold and filver. Here Pizarro purchaied feveral

more implements ufed in digging for, melting,
and refining, the gold he doubted not of finding,
and alfo procuring more labourers to affift him in

the work. On the other hand, Alonzo purchafed

only a few fheep, and four flout oxen properly
barn-lied for ploughing.

" From hence they fet fail, and arrived fafe at

the deftined port. Alonzo then acquainted his

brother, that as his intentions were only to ac-

company ^ind affift him in the voyage, he fnould

ft ay near the borders of the fea with his fervants

and cattle, while he traverfed the country in fearch

of
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of gold ; and, as foon as he had procured as much
as he wanted, he fhould be ready to accompany
him back to Spain, whenever he ihould return to

the coaft.
" Pizarro fet out immediately, and, though he

faid nothing to his brother, he could not help ex-

preflmg his contempt of him to his companions.
" I have always been accuftomed, (faid he to his

followers) to confider my brother as a man of

fenfe ; but I now perceive my miftake. He in-

tends to amufe himfelf with his iheep and oxen, as

if he were aclully on his own farm in Spain. We,
however, know better than to wafte our time in

that manner. We, in a fhort time, fhall enrich

ourfelves for the reft of our lives." His fpeech
was univerfally applauded, excepting by one Spa-
niard, who, as he marched on, fhook his head,
and told Pizarro, that he probably might not find

this brother fo great a fool as he imagined.
"
They continued their journey into the country

for feveral days, and met with numberlefs obfta-

cles, fuch as being obliged to crofs rivers, to af-

cend craggy mountains, and penetrate almoft im-

pervious forefts ; fometimes fcorched with the in-

tenfe heat of the fun, and then locked by the vi-

olent rains that fell. In fpite of all difficulties,

they purfued their fearch for gold, and luckily at

laft came to a place where they found it in tole-

rable quantities. Succefs infpired them with cou-

rage, and they continued their labours on the fpot,

till their provisions were all expended. Though
they gained gold, they fuffered much from hung-
er, but contended themfelves with living on fuch

roats and berries as the earth fpontaneoufly pro-
duced. Even this fupply at laft failed them, and,

after
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after lofing feveral of their company by famine

and hardihips, the reft with difficulty crawled

back to the place' where they had left Alonzo,

carrying with them that pernicious gold, for which

they had expofed themfelves to the dangers of

death in fo many miierable (hapes.
" In the mean time, Alonzo, who forefaw all

thefe diiatfers, was employing himfelf in a far

more ufeful manner. His knowledge in hufbandry

pointed out to him a fpot of contiderable extent

and fruitful foil, which he ploughed up by the affift-

ance of his fervants and the oxen he had brought
with him. He then committed the different feeds,

with which he had furnifhed himfelf, to the bofom
of the earth. Every thing profpered beyond expec-

tation, and a plentiful harveft rewarded his toils.

His iheep alfo proved prolific. In the intervals of

time, Alonzo and his fervants employed themfelves

in fifliing ; and the fitli they caught they dried and

faked, having found fait upon the fea-fhore. So
that by this time they had formed a tolerable ma-

gazine of provifions.
" Alonzo received his brother Pizarro, on his

return, with the utmoft refpecl, and enquired what
fuccefs he had met with. Pizarro then informed

him of the vaft quantity cf gold they had found,
but that feveral of his comrades had periihed, and
that thofe who remained were in a ftarving condi-

tion. He immediately requefted his brother to give

hirrrfomething to eat, as he had tailed no other food

for two days than the roots and barks of trees.
" To this reqiieft, Alonzo very coolly replied,

thr.t his brother ihould remember,* on their depar-
ture frr-m Europe, that they had agreed not to in-

terfere wiih each other ; and that, as he ind relin-

quished
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quifhed all pretenfions to the gold they might dif-

cover, they could have no right to any part of the

produce of his labour. " If ycu think proper,

(added Alonzo) to exchange fome of your gold
for provifions, I fnall then be ready to accommo-
date you."

" However unkind Pizarro thought this behavi-

our of his brother, he and his companions, being
in a ftarving condition, were obliged to lubnnc to

his demands, Alonzo placed fo high a value on
his provifions,* that he foon became mailer of all

the gold they had collected, merely to procure
them articles of fubfiftence. Alonzo then propo-
fed to his brother to embark for Europe, as the

veiTel in which they had arrived at America was

(lill in good condition, and the winds and weather

favourable.
"

Pizarro, with a ftetn, haughty, and difdain-

ful look, replied, that fmce he had ftripped him
of all the wealth he had acquired with fuch danger
and fatigue, and treated him fo unbrottarly, he

might return without him. As to himfelt, he faid

he would remain upon that defart fhore, and there

end his life. Aionzo, inftead of relenting this

language, caught his brother in his arms, and
thus addrefled him :

" Is it poffible, that my dear, brother conld be-

lieve that I raeant to deprive him of the gold he

has fo dearly bought ? May all the gold in the u-

niverfe periih, rather than that I ftiould treat you
in fuch a manner ! I perceived your impetuous de-

fire for riches, and I have taken this method to

draw you from your attachment to them. My pru-
dence and induftry appeared to you as chimerical,

fince you imagined, that nothing can be wanting to

him
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him who poffefTes riches ; but you have now learn-

ed, that all the gold you had found would not have

prevented you and your followers from ftarving,
had not my induftry and forefight prevented it.

I am willing to flatter myfelf, that you will be wifer

for the future ; and, therefore, take back your gold,
and fnake a proper ufe of it for the time to come/'

" This unexpected generofity of Alonzo^ filled

Pizarro with aftonilhment and gratitude, and he

was, for the firft time, obliged to confefs, that in-

duftry and prudence were preferable to gold. They
then embarked for Europe, and, after an eafy paf-

lage, arrived fafe in Spain. Pizarro, during the

voyage, often entreated his brother to accept of one

half of the gold, which Alonzo invincibly refufed,

faying, that he who can raife what is fufficient for

the fupply of his natural wants, {lands in no need
cf the aififtance of gold."
When Mr Barlow had finifned this ftory, Tommy

obferved, that he thought Alonzo was a very fen-

fible man, fince, by his good conducl, he preferved
the lives of his brother and his companions.

"
It

mufl be, (continued Tommy) a fad thing to be in

a country where one can get nothing to eat.*' Mr
Barlow replied, that the fufferings of Pizarro and
his men were not to be compared to thofe of fome

Ruffians, who were left upon the coaft of Spitz-

bergen, and there obliged to {hift for themfeives.

On Tommy's aiking where Spitzbergen was, Mr
Barlow replied,

" It is in a far northern country,
which is perpetually covered with ice and fnow,

owing to the feverity of the weather. The foil is

hardly capable of producing any vegetable, and

only a few animals are found in the country. The
i&aud is, a great part of the year, in perpetual dark-

nefs.
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nefs, and is at that time inacceffible to fhips. Though
it is impoffible to form to the mind a more dreary-

country, and where human life muft be fupported
with the greateil difficulty ; yet, in fpite of all thefc

obftacles, four men ilruggled with them fix years,
andthreeofthem returned fafe to theirowncountry."

Tommy obferved, that this mull be a very curi-

ous flory, and that he fhould be very glad to hear

it. Mr Barlow replied, that he would take the firft

opportunity to gratify his curioiity, and that pro-

bably he fhould not keep him long in fufpence.

CHAP. V.

'"THE next day, Mr Barlow entertained Tommy
with the following narrative of the extraordi-

nary adventures of four Ruffian Sailors, who were
caft away on the defert ifland of Eall Spitzbergen.
" Thefe northern feas, (faid Mr Barlow) owing

to the exceffive cold of the climate, are frequently
fb full of ice as to render it exceedingly hazardous
to (hips, which are thereby expofed to the danger
of being crufhed between two bodies of immenfe ice,

or of being fo completely furrounded, as to deprive
them of every power of moving from the fpot.

" In this latter alarming fituation were the crew
of a Ruffian ihip. A council was immediately
held, when the mate mentioned, what he recollec-

ted to have heard, that a fnip's crew from Mefen,
fome time before, had formed a refoluuon or" p;if-

fing the winter upon this iiland, and ffr that pur-

pofe had carried timber proper for building a hut

at a little diftance from the ihore. This informa-

tion
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tion led the whole company to form the refolutioa

. of wintering there, fhould the hut be fortunately

remaining. They were induced to adopt this

meafure from the certainty of perHhing fhould

they remain in the fhip. They therefore deputized
four of their crew to go in fearch of the hut, and
make what further difcoveriss they could. Thefe
were Alexis Himkof the mate, Iwan Himkof his

god-fon, Stephon ScharoiTof, and Feodor Weregin.
" As no human creature inhabited the fliore on

which they were to land, it was abiblutely necefTary
for them to carry fome provifions with them for

their fupport. They had to make their way, for

nearly two miles, over loofe heaps of ice, which
the water had raifed, and the wind had driven a-

gainft each other ; and this made it equally diffi-

cult and dangerous. From this confideration, they
avoided loading themielves too much with provi-

fions, left their weight might fink them between
the pieces of ice, where they muft inevitably perifh. ^
Having previoufly confidered all thefe matters,

they provided themfelves only with a mulket and

powder-horn, containing twelve charges of powder
and ball ; an axe, a fmall kettle, a bag with about

twenty pounds of flour, a knife, a tinder-box and

tinder, a bladder filled with tobacco, and every
rnan his wooden pipe. Thus poorly equipped, thefe

four failors reached the ifland, little thinking what

ihey were to endure while they remained on it.

" After exploring fome fmall part of the country,

they difcovered the hut they were in purfuit of, at

the diftance of about an Englifh mile and a half

from the fhore. Its length was thirty-fix feet, and
its. height and breadth eighteen. It confifted of a

(mail anticharober, about twelve feet broad, having
two
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two doors, the one to exclude the outer air, and the

other to form a communication with the inner room.
This contributed not a little to keep the larger room
warm, when it was once heated. They found in

the larger room an earthen ftove, conftrufted in the

Ruffian manner. 'They rejoiced exceedingly at this

diicovery, though they found the hut had fuffered

very much from the feverity of the weather, it ha-

ving been built n confideraoie rime. However, they
contrived to make it fupportable for that night.

*' The next morning early they repaired to the

fhore, in order to acquaint their comrades with

their fuccefs, and alfo to get from the vefleJ iuch

provifions, ammunition, and other neceflaries, as

might in fome meafure enable them to ftruggle with

the approaching winter. But what pen can pro-

perly defcribe the terrible fituation of their minds,

when, coming to the place at which they landed,

they difcovered nothing but an open lea, clear of

all ice, though, but a day before, it had covered

the oce"an 1 During the night, a violent ftorm had

arifen, which had been the caufe of this change of

appearance in the ocean. Whether the ice, which

had before fur rounded the vefTel, being put into

motion by the violence of the winds and waves had

cru(hed the ihip to pieces, or whether fhe had been

carried by the current into the main ocean, it was

impoiTible for them to determine. However, they
faw the (hip no more, and as (he was never after-

wards heard of, it is moft likely that ilie went to

the bottom with every foul on board.
" This dreadful event deprived the poor unhap-

py wretches of all hopes of ever again feeing their

native country. They returned to their hut, and

there bewailed their deplorable lot, more, perhaps,
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to be pitied, than thole who were buried in the bo-

ibm of the deep.
" Their thoughts were, in courfe, firft dire^ed

to procure fubliitance, and to repair their hut.

Their twelve charges of powder and iliot foon pro-
duced them as many rein-deer, of which there for-

tunately happened to be many on the uland. They
then fet about repairing their hut, and filled up all

the crevices, through which the air found its way,
wich the mofs that grew there in plenty. As it

was impoffible to live in that climate without tire,

and as no wood grew upon the ifland, they were
much alarmed on that account. However, in their

wanderings over the beach, they met with plenty
of wood, which had been driven on fhore by the

waves. This principally confifted of the wrecks of

(hips ; but fometimes whole trees with their roots

came on (here, the undoubted produce offome more

hofpitable clime, which were waflied from their

native foil by the over rlowings of rivers, or fome
other accident. -~?

" As foon as their pmvder and fhot were ex-

haufted, they began to be in dread of perifhing
with hunger ; but good fortune, and their own in-

genuity, to which neceflity always gives a fpur,
removed thefe dreadful apprehenlions. In the

courle of their traverfmg the beach, they one day
difcovered fome boards, in which were large hooks
and nails in abundance. By the afilftance of thefe

they made fpears and arrows, and, from a yew
tree, A'hicb had been thrown on fhore by the waves,

they formed plenty of bows. With thefe weapons
during the time of their continuance on the ifland,

they killed upwards of two hundred and fifty rein-

deer, betides a great number of blue and white

B foxes.
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foxes. The fleih of thefe animals ferved them for

tood, and their {kins were equally ufeful in fup-

plying them with warm clothing. The number
of white bears they killed were only ten ; for thefe

animals being very ftiong, defended themfelves
with great vigour and fury and even ventured to

make their appearance frequently at the door of
their hut, from whence they were driven with fome

difficulty and danger. Thus thefe three different

forts of animals were the only food of thofe mife-

rable mariners during their long and dreary abode
on this iiland.

" The intenfenefs of the cold, and the want of

proper conveniencies, rendered it impoffible for

them to cook there victuals properly, fo that they
were obliged to eat their provifion* almoft raw, and
without bread or fait. Their was but one (love

in the hut, and that being in the Ruffian manner,
was not proper for boiling. However, to remedy
this inconvenience as much as poffible, they dried

fome of their provifions, during the fummer, in

the open air, and then hung them up in the upper
part of the hut, which being continually filled with

fmoke, they thus became thoroughly dried. This

they ufed inftead of bread, which made them re-

lifli their half boiled meat the better,

i

"
They procured their water in fummer from

the rivultes that fell from the rocks, and in the

winter from mow and ice thawed. This was
their only drink, and their fniall kettle was the

only convenience they had%to make ule of for this

and many other purpofes. As it was ntceffary to

keep up a continual fire they were -particularly
cautious not to let the light be extinguifhed ; for,

though ihey had both fteel and fiiats, yet they had
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no tinder, and it would have been a terrible thing
to be without light in a climate, where darknefs

reigns fo many months during winter. They
therefore fafhioned a kind of lamp, which they fil-

led with rein-deer fat, and iluck into it fome twitt-

ed linen, lhaped in the form of a wick. After

many trials, they at laft brought their lamp to

complete perfection, and kept it binning, without

intermitlion, from the day they firft made it, till

they embarked for their native country. They al-

fo found themfelves in want of fhoes, boots, and
other neceffary articles of drefs, for all which they
found wonderful refources in thit genius, to which

neceffity gives birth.
"
Having lived more than fix years upon this

dreary and inhcfpitable ifland, a (hip happened to

arrive there, which took three of them on board,
and carried them back to their native country.
The fourth man was feized with the fcurvy, and

being naturally indolent, and not tifing proper ex-

crcile, he died, after lingering for fome time, when
his companions buried him in the fnow.

" Thefe (faid Mr Barlow) are the principal par-
ticulars of this extraordinary (lory, and which are

fufficient to fhew how many accidents mankind are

expofed to, and the wonderful expedients, whicli

ingenuity and necefihy can find out under die moft
dreadful circumftances."

Tommy was going to make fome remarks on
this fmgular adventure, when he was interrupted

by the appearance of Harry, who brought with
him the chicken he had fave'd, as before mention-

ed, from tl-.e cLws of the kite. The animal was

perfectly recovered of its wounds, and was fo

grzuful to its preserver, that whenever it &w Har-
B a rjt
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ry, it would hover about him, hop on his

and fhew every other mark of tendernefs and gra-
titude.

Tommy was vaftly delighted with this fcene, and

enquired by what means he had made it fo tame
and gentle. Harry replied, that he had taken no

pains about the matter, but that he had treated

the animal kindly, and that every creature would

always be friendly with thofe who treated them well.

Mr Barlow here interfered, and told Tommy, that

if he'wanted to tame animals, he muit be good to

them, and treat them with kindr.els.

.
This converfaticm between Mr Barlow, Tommy,

and Harry, lafted fome time, after which Tommy
lefolved to try his (kill in taming animals. He
accordingly took a large dice of bread in his hand,
and falfied forth in purfuit of fome animal on whom
he might make the experiment.
The firft obje& he met with was a fucking-pig,

which had wandered fome diftance from the fow,
and was balking in the (un. Tommy immediate-

ly began to put his felll to the trial, and called

out,
"

Piggy, P'ggy, piggy, come hither, little

piggy 1" The pig, however not understanding his

meaning or intentions, ran away grunting. Tom-
my accufed the pig of ingratitude, in thus running
away from him when he meant him a kindnefs.
*' And fmce, (faid the little gentleman) you do
not know what is good manners, I will teach you
to behave better for the future." So faying he

Sprung at the pig and caught him by one of his

bind legs, intending to make him eat the bread he

had in his hand ; but the uncomplaifant animal,
who was not ufed to filch kind of treatment, be-

gan ftruggling and f^ueaking fo violently, that the.
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old daiti, who was within hearing, inftantly ran

to the affiftance of her pig, attended by all her

young family. As Tommy apprehended the old

low would be lefs conrplaifant than even her pig,
he thought it advifeable to let the young one go>
when the pig, in endeavouring to get away with

all poffible ipeed, ran between his legs, and threw

him ^own.
The fcene of this aclion being in a very dirty

place, Tommy was covered with mud and mirei

from head to foot, and the fow, who reached the

fpot at that inltant, ran over him as he was riling,
and encreafed his dirty condition. As Tommy*
though naturally good-natured, was not remark-

ably cool in his temper, he was fadly irritated at

thefe ungrateful returns for his intended kindnefs*

He inftantly feized the fow by one of the hind

legs, and began beating her with a (tick, which
he picked up in the mire. We may naturally fup-

pofe, that the fow did not like this kind of treat-

ment, but endeavoured to efcape. Tommy, how-

ever, kept his hold, ftill beating the fow, who drag-

ged htm feveral yards, fqueaking all the time hi

the mod pitiful manner, to which the young piga
added the mufic of their pipes*
A flock of geefe happened to be eroding the road

at this time, among which the angry fow ran drag-

ging Tommy at her heels. The gcllings ran away
affrighted, joining the noife of their cracklings to

the general concert; but. the gander that attended

them was not at ail difmayed. He fo furioufly at-

tacked Tommy in the breech with his bill, that the

little gentleman was obliged to give up the conteft,

and fuffer the fow to efcape.
The noife alarming Mr Barlow, he haftened to

B 3 the
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the fpot, and found his pupil in this mod woeful

plight. He enquired into the caufe of this difafter,

wbtn Tommy, as foon as he was able to ipeak,
told him every thing that had happened, and con-

cluded with faying,
*' All this, Sir, is the confe-

quence of what you have tpld me concerning the

tan irg of aiiirr'aU."

Mr Barlow told him, that before he attempted
to make tree with any animal, he iKould make
himfelf acquainted wish his nature and difpofition.

He then advifed Tommy to go into the houfe and

get himfelf cleaned, after which they would talk

over the matter mor^ fully.

CHAP. VI.

npOMMY and Harrry went the next day into the
*

garden, to fow fome wheat, which Harry had

brought with him from his father's, on a piece of

ground, which Tommy had dug and prepared for

the purpofe. After they had finiihed their labour,

they returned into the houfe, when Mr Barlow de-

fired Tommy to read the following Hiftory of the

Good-natured Little Boy, which he accordingly
tiid in a very clear and diilin<ft voice.

" One morning, a little boy fet out from his

own home to go to a village at a fmall diftance,

and took with him a bafket of proviftons fuificient

to ferve him the whole day. In the courfe of his

journey, a halfftarved dog came up to him wag-
ging his tail, and feemin^ly to implore his compaf-
lion. The little boy at firft tcpk no notice of him ;

but feeing the dog ftill follow him, and obferving
how
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how kan and meagre he looked, he gave him part
of his visuals, though he had no more than what
he (hould want for himfelf.

" The little boy then purfued his journey, the

dog ftill attending him, and fawning upon him with

gratitude and aiFe&ion. Prelently he faw a poor
old hoife lying upon the ground, and groaning
bitterly. He went up to him, and perceived he
was in a ftarving condition. Though he was afraid

of being benighted before he fhould get back, he
went and gathered fome grafs, which he put to the

horfe's mouth who began to eat it in fuch a man-
ner as plainly (hewed, that hi* principal diforder

was hunger. He then fetched fome water in his

hat, which the animal having drank up, feemed to

be fo much refreihed, that it ibon got on its legs,
and began grazing.

" He then continued his journey, and prefently
faw a man wading about in a pond of water, and

feemingly incapable of finding his way out of it-

The liLtk boy aiked him, why he did not get out
of the pond ; to which the poor man replied, that

he was blind, and having fallen into it, he could

not get out again. The little boy told him, that

if he would throw him his ftick, he would endea-

vour to get at him, though he ihould be ever fo

wet in the attempt. The blind man threw his itick,

and the good boy groped his way into the pond,

taking care not to get out of his depth. At length
he reached the the blind man, and conducted him

fafely out. The blind man gave him a thoufand

bleffings, and thelittleboy again refumed his journey.
" He had not got a great way from hence, when

he met a poor failor, who had loll both his legs in

an engagement, and was hobbling along upon
B 4 crutchei
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crutches. The poor Tailor begged charity of the

little boy, faying he had neither victuals nor money,
and was almoit famiftied. The tender hearted

child immediately gave him all the victuals he had

left, telling him he had nothing elfe to ^ive him.

He then ran the reft of the way, and getting to the

place he was going to, he did his buiinefs, and fet

out for his home with all poffible fpeed.
" He had not got far on his return before night

commenced, which proved exceedingly dark, nei-

ther moon nor {Jars making their appearance. The

poor boy, milling his way, turned down a lane,
which brought him into a wood, where he loft

iiimfelf, and was imable to pioceed. Overcome
with fatigae and hunger, he fat himfelf down upon
the ground crying bitterly. At laft, the little dog,
who had sever left him, came to him, wagging
his tail, and holding fosnething in his mouth. He
ibon found it was a handkerchief nicely pinned to-

gether, which. fomebody had probably dropped, and
the dog had picked up. The contents of it, which
were bread and meat, he eat moft heartily, and
then found himfelf much refrefhed. Thus the dog,
to whom the little boy had given a breakfaft, pro-
vided him with a fupper.

" He again attempted to make his way through
the wood, but in vain, and was aimed giving him-

felf up to defpair, when he fav\\ by the light of the

moon, which was juft beginning to fniae, the horfe

he had fed in the morning. He thought, if he would

permit him to get on his back, he might probably

carry him out of the wood into the road. He then

went up to the horfe, itroked him, and fpoke to

him kindly, and he let him get quietly on his back.

The. hoik than proceeded oa Howly till he got into

*&e
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the main road, when the little boy got off his back,

ftroked and patted him by way of kindnefs, and
then proceeded towards his own home.

" He had not, however, gone a great way, be-

fore he met with another danger to encounter. As
he was pairing through a folitary lane, two men ruih-

ed out upon him, and were preparing to {trip him
of his clothes, when the little dog bit the leg of one

of the men ib violently, that he left the little boy
to purfue the dog, who ran away howling and bark-

ing. In this critical moment a voice was heard cry-

ing out,
" There the vilhins are; knock ti em

down !" This frightened the thieves fo much that

they inftantly decamped.
The little boy then law it was the failor he had

relieved in the morning, fupported on the ihoulders

of the blind man, whom he had conducted out of

the pond.
" Thank God, my little dear, (laid

the failor) I have now been able to return your
kindnefs to me in the morning. >A.s I was fitting
in a ditch, I heard thefe two fellows lay the plan
of robbing you ; and, as I was unable to follow

them, I got this blind man to let me fit on his

faoulders, while he carried me to the fpot where

they intended to attack you."
" The little youth thanked them kindly, and,

from what had paded that day, was fully convinced,
that a good action never goes unrewarded. He
then invited them home to his father's houfe, where

they were kindly entreated for the night, and he
took care of his favourite dog as long as, he lived.'*

Tommy, having thus finifhedthe iiory, was vaft-

ly pleafed with it, and particularly with that part
which fpeaks of the fidelity of the dog. Upon this,

occafton Mr Barlow obferved to him, that thofe ani-
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jnals would be equally fond of him, provided Fiff

were kind to them,, and allowed them fome little

time to be acquainted with him ; for, as he juftl/

obferved, nothing equals the gratitude and fagacity
of a dog.

"
But, (added Mr Barlow) fmce you

have been fo well pleafed with this ftory, Harry
fkall read you the adventures cf an ill-natured Boy,
and he accordingly proceeded as follows.

" It is a great misfortune for chrldreu to have
bad parents, who take no care of them, and fuch

was the unhappy lot of a little youth, who might
have been happier and better under a good parent.
He drew on himfelf the name of the Ill-natured

Boy, and, as he was qaarrelfome, he became dif-

agreeabls to every one. This little boy had a dog
that in temper refemblsd himfelf, as he was always

barking at the heels of every horfe and worrying
every fheep he met with.

" One holiday, his father got up early in the

morning, in order to go to the ale-houfe, and con-

fume the day in druakennefs and riot. Before he
went out, he gave his foil fome provifions and ilr-

pence telling himr that he might amufe himfelf that

ciciy as he liked. The boy was very much pleafed
vith this liberty, aad taking with him his dog Ti-

ger, he fet out on his ramble.
" He had not gone far, before he met a lad with

a flock of iheep, which the youth wifhed to drive

through a gate into a field adjoining to the road.

The little (hepherd begged of him to keep oft his

dog that he might not frighten his fheep; butr tnftead

of complying with fo re-aibnable a requeft he order-

ed his Jog to feize them. Tiger, thus encouraged,.

Orurg inio the middle of the flock, when the af-

.',-d (hsep difperjfed ia different dire&ions. The
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znafter and his dog equally enjoyed this ill-natu-

red and inhuman fport. Tiger happened, how-

ever, to attack an old ram, who, having more

courage than the reft, handled Tiger very rough-
ly, and obliged him at laft to run away howling.
In the mean time, the little ihepherd, highly irri-

tated at this unworthy treatment, taking up a ftone^

threw it with fo good an aim, that he gave the ill-

natured boy fuch a blow on the temples as almoft

brought him to the ground. As he was naturally
a coward, he walked off crying, both he and his

dog being fick cf the bufmefs.
*' He had hardly recovered from the fmart the

blow had occafioned, than he began to think of

frefh mifchief. He faw a little girl {landing by a

ftyle with a large pan of milk by her fide. She

begged him to help her to put it on her head, for

fhe wifhed to get home as foori as (he could, left

her mother fhoiild wait for it; and that it was to

rrake a pudding for the family, who had not had
a good meal for fome days. The wicked boy, ta-

kirtg up the jug, pretended to put it on her head ;

but, jurt as ihe had got hold of it, he feigned to

make a ftumble, gave her a pufhj and overturned

the milk upon her, and then ran away laughing.
" He prelently afterwards came to a green, where

fevera) boys were playing, and, on his afking to be

permitted to make one of them, they readily con-

fente'd. His mifchievous difpofition was ftill at

work, and taking an opportunity when the ball

came to him, inftcad of throwing it the right way,
he ftruck it into a deep muddy ditch. The little

boys ran in a hurrv to find it, and as they were

Handing one behind the other on the brink, he gave"
the boy fur theft behind a violent pulh, and he pref-

B 6 find
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fing on the reft, they all tumbled into the ditch to-

gether. As foon as they got out, entirely covered
with mud and mire, they were preparing to give him
a found drubbing ; but he got Tiger between his legs,
whom he clapped on his fides, and on the dog's

fhewing his teeth and grinning, they were afraid to

proceed. Thus he again efcaped without puniihment.
" He fr>on afterwards met with a jack-afs quietly

feeding irr a ditch, and he determined to have, as

he called it, fome fun with the animal. He accor-

dingly cut a large bunch of thorns, which he con-

trived to fix to the poor heart's tail, and theii fetiing

Tiger at him, he was greatly diverted with the fright
and agony of the animal. Tiger, however, paid
dear tor his matter's fport ; for, as he was biting
the animal's* heels, he received lo violent a kick as

laid him dead on the fpct. As this fsd boy had no

feelings of compaffixm, he did not care much for

the fate of his dog, whom he left with the utmoft

unconccri, and then fat down to regale himfeif.
" He had not been long in that fituatior, when a

poor blind man came groping his way with a couple
of fticks. Though this rran, was a true objeft of

pity and companion, yet the wicked little boy was
determined to play him a trick. He aiked the blind

rhan if he would eat a bit with him, and on his ac-

cepting his offer, he got up to lead the man to the

place where he fat ; but, inftead of fo doing, he

placed
him OR a parcel of wet dung. He then took

a bit of meat between his fingers to put into the

blind man's mouth ; but he, perceiving the trick

that was played him, made a fnap at^ the boy's

fingers, and catching them betyfen his teeth, made
him roar mod luftily. After the blind man had
put him to a great deal of pain, he let his fingers
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loofe; advifing him never more to be guilty of fuch

improper conduct.
" Even this punifhment was not fufficient to cure

him ol his propenlity for mifchief ; for he had not

gone much farcher, before he faw a lame beggar
walking on two crutches. The beggar craved his

charity, when the milchievous little boy, pulling out

his fix pence, threw it on the ground, and bid him
take it; but, as the poor maa was ftooping to pick
it up, this wicked boy knocked his crutches from un-

der him, and the beggar fell upon his face, when he
fnatched up the fix-pence, and ran away laughing.

" His career of wickednefs uas, however, now at

an emi ; for, cibferving two men coming up to the

beggar, he ran away as faft as he could over feveral

fields. At laft Ee came to a farmer's orchard, and$ .

as he was clambering over the fence, a large dog
feized him, and held him faft. Being terribly

frightened; he roared out luilily, which brought
out the farmer, who inftantly called off his dogi
but feized hold of the boy, faying,

'

So, my lad*

1 have caught you at latl ! You thought you might
Real my apples when you pleafed ;

but you are

miftakeh, and you lhall now fuffer for all." So

faying, he laid a whip he had in his hand very

fmarcly on his back and fhoulders. In vain did

the 111 natured $oy roar and cry as loud as he
could ; for the farmer did not let him go till he
had given him a fevere whipping.

*' He now began to be fenfible, that punifli-
ment does not fail at laft to overtake the wicked j

but the meafare of his misfortunes was not yec

completed. As he jumped down from a ftyle, he
found himfelf in the hands of the lame beggar he

ha^ throwa ca fcis face. He cried and beggedt
B 7 pardon,
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pardon, but the lame man gave him a fevere

threlhing before he let him depart.
" He again pyrfued his journey, roaring and

crying moft bitterly with pain ; and, to encreafe,

bis misfortunes, he had not gone much further,
before he found himfett furrcunded by the boys he!

had fb ill-ufed in the morning. As Toon as they
faw him without his dog, they fet up a fhout, and
began to torment hin; different ways. Some pul-
led his hair, and others pinched him ; feme pelted,
him with dirt, and others fnapped their handker-
chiefs at his legs. He endeavoured in vain to,

make his efcape, as they were deaf to his tears

and entreaties. At laft, however, he happened to

fee the jack-afs he had tormented in the morning,
vhen he fprung upon his back, hoping by that

means to efcape. The afs inftantly gallopped a-

way with him, and foon bore him from his ene-

mies ; but, the animal ftill keeping his pace, in

jfpite of the efforts of the Ill-natured Eoy to pre-
vent him, on a fudden flopped fbort at the door
c-f a cottage, and began kicking and prancing with

fuch violence, that he threw the little boy from his

fcack, and his leg broke in the dl.

" His cries brought out the family, and among.
them the little girl,

whofe milk he had ipilled in the

morning. However, they took him in, laid him on
the bed, and there this unfortunate boy had leifure

to rec MlecT: himfelf, and refled on the evils which
bis bad behaviour had brought on him in the courfe

of one day. He determined, fhould he recover

from this accident, he would in future ftudy to do

good, and injure no perfon or animal any more."

Tommy was v^ftly pleafed with this (lory, as it

Slewed tie difference between being good and
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naughty. Every one loved and aflifted the little

food
natured boy, but every one punifijed and

efpi&d the other.

CHAP. VII.

T^OMMY and Harry having taken it into their

heads, thai they would build them a houfe at

the bottom of the garden, Mr Barlow not only

gave his confent, but went into the copfe, to cut
down poles proper for the purpofe. Thefe poles^
which were about as thick as a man's" wriii, and
about eight feet long, he brought to a point at <ne

end, in order to run into the groUnd. So eagsr
were the two little boys at their buiinefs, that they
foon conveyed all the poles to the bottom of the

gardenj and Tommy kerned to have emirely for-

gotten that he was a gentleman.
Harry then took the ftakes, and drove them int6

the ground, at the diftance of about a foot, and
thus he enclofed a piece of land, about ten feet iong
and eight feet wide. This being done, they ga-
thered up the brufh-wood they had cut off, arid in-

terwove it between the poles, fo as to form a kind
of fence. They worked fo hard at this bufinefs*
that Mr Barlow, in ->rder to encourage them, told

them the following llory of the Grateful Turk,
" At a time when the Venetians and Turks were

at war, one of the ihips pf the latter was taken and
carried into Venice, where the crew were all fold as

Haves. One of thefe unhappy people happened to

live oppofite the houfe of a rich Venetian, who had
an only ion, then in the twelfth year of his age.

B 8 The
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The little youth ufed frequently to flop and gaze
at Harriet, for fucli was the name of the Have, and
at la!t, an acquaintance commenced between them.

"
Though Harriet feezned always delighted with

the tender regards o{ his little friend, yet the latter

frequently obferved, that involuntary tears trickled

down the che-.ks of Hornet. The little youth at

3a-i fprke of it to his father, and begged of him, if

he could, to make Harriet happy.
*'

Hereupon the father determined to fee the

(lave, and to talk to hirr. himfeif. He went to him

jhe next day, and afkeci him if he were the Hamet,
of whom his fon had fpoken fo kindly. He replied,

t.h4t he was the unfortunate Hamet, who had been

three years^a captive; and that during that time,
1 i little fon wa> the only perfpn, who had in the

ieafl pitied his misfortunes. "And I night and

3norning v padded he) offer up n;y prayers to that

power, who is equally the God of Turks and Cbrif-

tians, to fhouer down upon his head every biefling
be deferves, and to preierve him fiom miferies

like rpine."
'*

f he Venetian merchant then entered into clofer

convtrfation with Hamet, and could not help ad-

miring hit generous fentiments and manly fortitude.

Ke aiked him what he \\ ouid do to regain his liberty.
" What would I do? (aniWered Hamet) By the

Eteinal Majefty of Heaven, I would cheei fully

fact every danger, and even dea.th hfelf, in what-
ever

ili.ipe it mtght appear !"
l - The merchant then told him, that the means

of his dtliverance were in his own hands. " Hear
me attentively, (faid the merchant.) An invete-

rate foe of mine lives in this city, and has heaped

xipon me every injury that can (ting Lhe heart of
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lie is as brave as he is haughty, and I mud con-

fefs, that his ftrength and valour prevent my at-

tempting perfonally to revenge my wrongs. Now,
Hamet, take this dagger, and as loon as the fhade

of night (hall envelope the city, I will lead you to

the place, where you may at once revenge the inju-
ries of your friend, and regain your own freedom.'*

** Scorn and contempt now flamed in the eyes
of Hamet, and, as foon as his paffion had a little

fubfided^ he exclaimed,
tl O gracious prophet I

are thefe the wretches by whom you fuffer your
faithful fervants to be enflaved! Go, wicked Chril-

tian, and be a/furedj that Hamet would not be-

come an alT.iilln for all the riches of Venice, or tD

purehafe the freedom of his whole race!" The
merchant coolly replied^ that he was forry he had
offended him, but thought that he prized his free-

dom at a higher rate ; and added, as he turned his

back,
" You will perhaps change your mind to-

morrow, after you (hall have more maturely re-

flected on the matier," and he then left him.
" The next day, the merchant, accompanied by

4

his>fdn, returned to Harriet, and was going to re-

new his former conversion, when the honell Turk:

exclaimed, with a fevere and fixed cotiritenancei,
" Chriftian ! ceafe to infult the miierable with pro-

pofals more ihocking than death itfelf ! The Chrif-

tian religion may tolerate fuch ac~h, but to a Ma-
hometan they are an abomination !"

"
Francifco, for fuch was the name of the Vene-

tian merchant, now tenderly embraced Hamet, and

begged he would forgive the trial to which he put
his virtue, affuring him at the fame time, that hi*

foul abhorred all deeds of blood and treachery, as

znuch as Ham?: himielf.
" From this moment (fai<i

B Q the
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the merchant) you are free ; your ranfom is paicf^

and you are at liberty to go where you-pleafe.

Perhaps, hereafter, when you fee as unhappy Lhiif-

tian gioar'ing in Turkiih fetters, your generality,

may. bring Venice t - your remembrance."
The feelings of Hamet at thi* unexpected delive-

rance are not to be defcribed. Francifco put him
on board a Qiip, which was bound to one of the,

Grecian ifla-ids, and, after taking leave of him in

the tendered manner, forced him to accept of a

purfe of gold to p^y his expences. Arfccnonate

f Hamet with bis little friend,

whom he embraced in an agony of tecdernefs,

wept over him, and implored Heaven to grant
him all the bleffings of this life.

" About fix months afterwards, cne morning,
while the family were all in bed, Francifco's houfe

was difcovered to be on fire, and great part of the

houfe was in flames before the family was alarmed.

The terrified fervants had but juH time to awaken

Franciico, who was no fooner got into the flreet, th.in,

the whole Hair-cafe gave way, and fell into the flames.
" If the merchant thought himielf happy in ha-

ving fayed himfelf, it was only for a moment, as

be foon recollected, that hi* beloved ion was left

behind to the mercy of the flames. He funk into

the deepeft deipair, when up^n enquiry he found,

that his ion, who fjept in an upper apartment, had
been forgotten in the general contufion. He raved

in agonies of grief, and offered half his fortune to

any one, who would rife his lss to lave his child.

As he was known to. be very rich, feveral ladders

were indantly raifed by thofe who wiibed to obtain

the reward ; but the violence ot the flames drcve

oae dowo who attempted it,

"The,
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<' The unfortunate youth then appeared on tha

top of the houfe, extending his arms, and calling
out for aid. The unhappy father became motion-

lefs, and remained in a date of infenfibility. At
this critical moment, a man ruOied through the

crowd, and afcended the tailed ladder, feemingly
determined to refcue the youth, or perilh in the

attempt. A fudden guft of flame burfting forth,

led the people to fuppofe he was loft ; hut he pre-

fently appeared defcending the ladder with the child
"

in his .rms, without receiving any material irjury.
An univeifal (hout attended ihis noble a6:">n, and

the father, to his inexpreffible furprrfe, on recover-/

ing from his fvvoon, found his child in his arms.
*' After giving vent to the firft emotions of ten-

dernefs, he enquired afrer his generous deliverer,

whofe features were io changed by the frnoke, that

they could not be diftitiguilhed. Francifco imme-

diately prefeoted him with a purfe of gold, promi-

fing the next day to give him the reward he had
offered. The (bangei replied, that he Ihould ac-

cept of no reward. FrancUco darted, and thought
he knew the voice, when his fon, flew to the arms of

his deliverer, ar.d cried out,
" It is my dear Fhtraet!"'

" The aftoriifhment and gratitude of the mer-
chant were equally excited, and retiring from the

crowd, he took Harriet with him to a friend's houie.

As foon as they were alone, Francifco enquired by
what means he had been a fecond time enflaved.

*'
I will tell you in a few words (faid the gene-.,

rous Turk.) When I was taken by the Venetian,

galiies, my father fhared in my captivity. It was,
his fate, and not 'my own, which fo often made
me fhed thofe tears, which firft attracted the no-

tice of your amiable fon. As foon as your bounty
had
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had fet me free, I flew to the Chriftlan who had pur-
chafed my father. I told him, that as 1 was young
and vigoious, and he aged and infirm, I would be

his flave inftead of my father. I added too the

gold which your bounty had beftowed on me, and

by thefe means I prevailed on the Chriftian to fend

back my father in that Imp you had provided for

me, without his knowing the caufe of his freedom.

Since that time I have ftaid here a willing flave,

and heaven has been fo gracious as to put it into

my power to fave the life of that youth, which I

value a thoufand times more than my own."
" The merchant was altonilhed at fuch an in-

flance of gratitude and affection, and prefled Hamet
to accept of the half of his fortune, nnd to feitle

in Venice for the remainder of his days. Hametj
however, with a noble magnanimity, refufed the

biter, faying, he had done no more than what every-

one ought to do in a iimilar fituation. Though
Hamet ieemed to tinder-rate his paft fervices to the

merchant, yet the latter could not fuffer things to

pals in this manner. Ke again purchafed his free-

dom, and fitted a lliip out cm purpofe to take him
back to his own country. At parting, they mutu-

ally embraced each other, and, as they thought*
took an eternal farewel.
" After many years had elapfed, and young Fran-

cifco was grown up to manhood, beloved and refpec-
ted by every one, it fo happened, that fome bufmefs

made it necefTary for him and his father to vifit a

neighbouring city on the coaft, and as they fuppo-
fed a pafiage by fea wrould be more expeditious than,

by land, they embarked in a Venetian veile!, which

was bound to that port, and ready to fail.

" A favourable gale foon wafted them out of
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fic;ht, and promifed them a fpeedy paflage ; but,

unfortunately for them, before they bad proceeded
half their voyage, the' were met by feme Turkilh

vefTels, who, after an obftinate refinance from the

Venetian?, boarded them, loaded them with iron?,

and carried them prifoners to Tunis. There they
were expofed in the market-place in their chains,

in order to be fold as (laves.
" At laft, a Turk came to the market, who

feemed to be a man of fuperior rank, and after

locking" over the prifoners, with an expreffion of

comp >fTirn, he fixed his eyes upon young Francifco,
and afked the contain what was the price of that

young captive The captain replied, that he would
not part with him for lef? rb.m five hundred pieces
of gold. The Turk confidered that as a very ex-

traordinary price, fince he had feen htm fell others,
that exceeded him in ftrength and vigour, for lefs

than a fifth part of that money.
'* That is true, (replied the captain) but he

fhall either fetch me a price that will repav me the

damage he has occafioned me, or he (ball labour

all the reft of hi? life at the oar." The Turk afked

him, what damage he could have done him more
than the reft of the crew. " It was he, (replied
the raptain) who animated the Chriftians to make
a defperate refinance, and thereby proved the de-

ftruclion of rranv of mv braveft feamen. We three

ti^es boarded them with a fury that feenned invin-

cible, and each time did that vouth attack as with
a cool and determined djppoftttnn ; fo that we were

cbfiged to wjve up the conteft, till other fhips came
to our affiance. I w'll therefore have that price

for him, or I will punifh him for life."
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" The Turk nowfurveyed young Francifco more

attentively than before; and the young man who had
hiiherto fixed his eyes in fallen filence on the ground*
at length raifed them up ; but he had no fooner be-

held the perfon who was talking to the captain, than*
in a loud voice, he uttered the name of Hamet. The
Turk, (truck with adoniihment, furveyed him for

a moment, and then caught him in his arms.
" After a moment'* paufe> the generous Harriet

lifted up his hands to heaven, and thanked his G^d>
uho had put it in his power to (hew hi* gratitude ;

but words cannot exprefs his feelings, when he round
that both father and fon were (laves.

'

Suffice it to

lay, that he inftantly bought their freedom, and
conducted them to rm magnificent houfe in the city.

"
They had here fall leifure to difcourfe on the

ftrange vicuTitudes of fortune, when Hamet told

his Venetian friends, that after their generolity had

procured him liberty, he became an officer in the

Turkiih army, and happening to be fortunate in all

his enterprifes, he had been gradually promoted*
till he arrived at the dignity of baihaw of Tunis.

That in this fituation, he found the greateft confo-

lation in alleviating the misfortunes of the Chriftian

prifoners, and always attended the laics of thofe

unhappy (laves, to procure liberty to a certain num-
ber of them. " And gracious Allah (added he)
has this day put it in my power in fome meafure
to return the duties of giathUde."

"
They continued fome days with Kamet, who

did every thing in his power to arhuie and divert

them ; but as he found their defire was to return

to their own country, he told them, that he would
not wilh to detain them againft th/ir whiles, and

that they ihould embark the next day in a fhip
bound
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bound for Venice, which would be furnifhed with

a. paflport to carry them fafe there.

'* The next dav s he difmifled them with every
mark of tendernefs and affection, and ordered a

party of his own guards to attend them to the veiTel.

They had no forner got on board, than they found,
to their inexpreffible furprife and Joy, than they were

in the very ftiip
in which they had been taken, and

that, by the generofuy of Hamet, not only the (nip*

but even the whole crew were redeemed and refto-

red to freedom Franciico and his fon, after a

<juick palfrge, arrived in their own country, where

they lived beloved and refpecled, and endeavoured

to convince every one they knew, how great were

the vicidhudes of fortune, that God never fuffers

humanity and generofity to go unrewardecl, here

or hereafter."

The ftory being now ended, Mr Barlow, with

pleafu,re faw the tear ftealing down the cheeks both

of Tommy and Harry, when he led them into the

garden to amuie them.

CHAP. VIII.

T^HEIR next bufmefs was to go to look at the

houfe they had begun building, when they

found, that a hurricane which had happened the

preceding night, had levelled every ftick with the.

earth. Tommy Oiook his head, but Harry only
obferved, that they had not built it ftrong enough,
and that they muft drive their pofts further into

the ground. They therefore fet about repairing

itj and in the courie of a few days completed the.



fa THE HISTORY OF

\vhole, fo as to make it capable of affording them
fhelter from the fevered ihovvtr.

The winter had now let in with its ufual feveri-

ty, fo that the two youths were at prefent no long-
er able to purfue their labours in the garden j but

they now and then took a n'alk in the air. One

day, when the fnow which had fallen was a good
deal gone off, Tommy and Harry took their ufu-

al walk; They were fo deep in converfation, that

they wandered much further than they intended;

and got into paths, with which they were not well

acquainted. They therefore thought it prudent
to return as (aft as poffible.

It unfortunately happened* that in pafling

through a wood, they wandered from the right

pathj and could not tell where they were. Td
add to their diftrefs, the wind from the north be-

gan to blow with great fury, and fo violent a fall

of fnow came on, as obliged them to feek fhelter.-

The hollow of an aged oak afforded them a com-
fortable afylum, and they exerted all their youth-
ful abilities to keep themfelves warm*

Tommy had never before experienced hardfliips of

this nature, and, for fome time, {hewed an heroic

courage ; but hunger and fear at laft got the better

of him, when, with tears in his eyes, he afked Har-

ry what they iliould do. "Why, (replied Harry
1

with great courage) we muft ftay here till the ftorra

is over, and then endeavour to get home."
After remaining fome time in the hollow of the

tree, the ftorm greatly abated, when they began
their march through the fnow, which had com-

pletely covered every track, and what was Worft

of all, the day began to clofe. Harry had great

difficulty to peifuade his companion, who v.as up
to
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to his kness in (how every ftep he took, to purfue
his march.
At length, however they came to fome lighted

embers, which probably Tome labourers had juft

quitted. Harry then got together all the dry pie-
ces of wood he could find, and placing them on
the embers, they ibon caught fire| which afforded

them a comfortable warmth. Tommy, as they
\rere warming themfelves, obferved to Harry, that

it was a terrible thing to be cold and hungry, and
more To to a gentleman than to a common perfon.

Harry replied, that what he had felt from the

ftorm might be difagreeable to a gentleman, but

it was nothing more than common to country

farming people, who were of more ufe to the

community than gentlemen, who were ready to

die under the lead degree of fatigue. For his part,
he thought it much better to be a plain country-
man than a fine laced gentleman.

While they were converfing together on fuch fub-

j-cei;
as thefe, a little bsy came along Tinging, with a

bundle of flicks on his fhoulder, whom Harry hap-

pened to know. In fad, he was the very little ragged
boy, to whom Tommy had given the clothes in the

fummer. Harry inl.tantly fpoketoliim, and defired

him to (hew them the way out of the wood, which he

readly confented to, but advifed them to go firft to

his father's houfe, and, while they warmed them-

felves, they would fend to Mr Barlow to acquaint
him where they were. Tommy joyfully accepted the

offer, andthe little boy ledthemtohisfather'scottage.
As foon as they arrrived there, the good women,

who knew them again, gave them a hearty wel-

come, and threw a large faggot on the fire to give
l&era a comfortable warm. She faid ihe had nos
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any thing in the houfe worth afking Tommy Co

eat, as (he had nothing better than brown bread and

bacon. Tommy, however, had fafted fo long and
was fo hungry, that he faid he could eat any thing.
The good woman laid a clean coarfe cloth, and

foon brought fome bacon on an earthen plate, to-

gether with fome coarfe brown bread. The two

youths, having eat nothing fmce the morning, made
a mod hearty meal, while the honed farmer went

to acquaint Mr Barlow of the fafety of his pupils,
which gave infinite fatisfa&ion to that reverend

gentleman, as he had difpatched people every where
in purfuit of them.

The next morning, after they had related all the

particulars of their expedition, Mr Barlow defired

Tommy to read the following account of fome peo-

ple who were buried in the fnow, when he began
as follows.

" The country, in which this accident happened,
is full of rocks and mountains, which are fo ex-

ceedingly high, that the fnow Ires perpetually on
them. The valli^s between thefe mountains are

inhabited by a brave and induftrious people, who
alfo cultivate the fides of the mountains ; but the tops
of the higheft of them are fo exceedingly cold, that

ice and fnow are perpetually to be feen on them.
" As foon as the froit and fnow fet in, the inha-

bitants confine themfelves to their houfes, whicli

they know how to make comfortable and agreeaUe.
The roads then become impaffable, and the only

profpeft is fnow and ice. On the return of wanner

weather, the fnow thaws from the fides of the moun-

tains, and is frequently undermined by the torrents

cf water, which pour down with great impetuoullty.
From this caufe it fometimes happens, that fuch

r>rodipio!iS'
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prodigious bodies of fnow fall down as arefufficlenfc

to bury bealts and houfes, and evn whole villages
are fometimes hidden under them.

'* In the neighbourhood cf thefe vaft mountains,.
which are called the Alps, on the nineteenth of

March, 1755, a fmall duller of houfes were en-

tirely buried by two immenfe bodies of fnow, which
fell upon them fro-m a higher part of the mountain.

All the inhabitants were then within doors, except
one Jofeph Rochia and his fon, a lad of fifteen

years of age, who were on the roof of their houfe-

removing the fnow which had fallen for three days
iucceffively.
" A prieft, who happened to be. going by in his

ivay to church, advifed them to- come down, ha-

ving juft before obferved a body of fnow tumbling
from the mountain towards them. The man and
his fon defcended with all poffible hafte, and fled

they know not wruther. At laft turning round to

look back, he faw his own and his neighbours houfes,
in which were twenty- two perfons, covered with a

high mountain of fnow. After viewing this for-

rowful fight, he haftened to a friend's houfe at

fome diftance.
" Five days afterwards, Jofeph got upon the

fnow, accompanied by his fon and two of his wife's

brothers, with an intent to difcover whereabouts

his houfe lay buried ; but after various trials, they
were obliged to give up the purfuit. The month
of April proving hot, and the fnow begining to

give way, Jofeph again made a fecond effort, in

order to recover his effects, and bury the unfortu-

nate vidims. On the 24th of April, the fnow
was greatly diminlfhed, when he broke through
ice the thickn.e& of fix Englifh feet, and with a long,
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pole touched the ground ; but the night coming on,

obliged him to defift for that time.
" His wife's brother, who had been informed of

this,, misfortune, came the next day to the houfe
where Jofeph was, and after reding himfelf a little,

they both went to work on the fnow. They then

made another opening, which led them to the houfe

they were in fearch of, As they found no dead
bodies in the ruins, they fearched for the ftable,

which was at the diftance of about two hundred
and forty Englilh feet. Having found the ftable,

they heard a cry of,
"

Help, my dear brother !"

Equally furprifed and encouraged by thefe words,

they laboured with additional ardour, till they had
made a large opening through which the brother

immediately defcended, where the fifter, with a

faint and feeble voice, faid to him,
' I have al-

vfays' trufted in God and you, and knew that you
would not forfake me."

" The huft-and and the other brother then went

down, and found the wife about forty- five, the fift-

er about thirty- five, and the daughter about thir-

teen years old, all ftiil alive. Thefe they raifed on
their (boulders to men above, who pulled them up
as from a deep pit, and carried them to a neigh-

bouring houfe*; for they were unable to walk, being
fo wafted that they appeared like ikeletons.

" The magiftrates of the place came fome days
afterwards to vifit them, and found the wife ftill un-

able to ufe her feet, or rife from the bed, owing to

the feverity of the cold (he had endured, and the pof-
ture to which ilie had been confined. The fifter,

whofe legs they had bathed with hot wine, was a little

recovered, and could walk with fome difficulty. The

daughter ftood in no need of any further remedies.
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" The woman gave the following account of

their fituation while buried in the fnow. On the

morning of the nineteenth of March they were in

the ftable, with a boy of about fix years old, and a

girl of thirteen. There were fix goats in the ftable,

one of which having brought forth two dead kids

the night before, they went to carry her a mefs of

rye flour gruel. There were alib an afs and five

or fix fowls.
"
They had got into a warm corner of the ftable,

waiting there till the church bell Ihould ring, as

they propofed to attend divine ferv ice. Joieph'a vite

related, that having occafion to ^o and kindle a
fire in the houfe, while her hulband was clearing

away the fnow from the top of it, (he perceived a

great body of fnow breaking down towards her,
when (he immediately went back into the ftable,

ihut the door, and mentioned to her fifter what fhe

had feen. Three minutes had fcarcely elapfed,
when they heard the roof break over their heads,

together with part of the cieling. They immedi-

ately got into the manger, to which was tied the

afs, who got loofe by kicking and ftruggling, and
threw down a fmall veffel, which they afterwards

found, and ufed to hold the melted fnow, the prin-

cipal liquor they had to drink.
" The main prop of the ftable being fortunately

over the manger, it refifted the weight rf the fnow.

Their firil care was to confider what they fhould

live upon. The fifter faid (lie had fifteen chefnuts

in her pocket ; the children faid they had break-

fafted, and therefore could do without any thing
more till the next day. They recollected, that

there were between thirty and forty bifcuits in a

place near the ftable j but they were no: able to get
at
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at thorn on account ef the fnow. They frequently-
called for help, but in vain.

"
They eat part part of the chefnuts the firft day,

and drank fome inow water. The ais was reliiefs,

and the goats kept bleating for ibme days, after

which they heard nothing more of them. Two of

the goats, however, were ftill living, and being
near the manger, they felt them. They found
that one of them was big, and they recollected it

would kid about the middle of April. The milk of

the other preferved their lives. Not the leaft ray of

light was to befeen, though the crowing of the fowls,

for about twenty days, gave them fome notice of

night and morning; but when the fowls died, they
could no longer make any diftinction.

"
Being very hungry the fecond day, they eat

all the chefnuts, and drank what milk the goat
yielded, being at firft about two pounds a day, but

that fooo decreafed. On the third day, they made
another vain attempt to get at the cakes. They
therefore refolved to take all poffible care to feed the

goats, which they were enabled to do by means of

the hay-loftbeingj uft above the manger, from whence
the filler pulled iome down, through a hole into the

rack, and gave it the goats as long as Ihe could reach

it ; and, when it got beyond her reach, the goats

got at it themielves by climbing on her fhoulders.
" On the iixth day, the poor little boy grew jick,

and fix days after that defired his mother, who had

kept him in her arms all the time, to lay him at

length in the manger. She complied with his defire,

and then taking him by the hand, found it was cold,

as well as his mouth. She then gave him a little

milk, when the poor bcv cried,
" Oh, my father

is in the fnow: O father! father!" and then expired.
" The
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" The gnat's milk began to diminifh daily; but,

according to the woman's recollection, it could not

be long before the other goat would kid, which fhe

foon did, and the young one dying immediately,

they in courfe had all the milk for their own nourifV

rnent. The circumftance of the goat's kidding, led

them to fuppofe, that the middle of April was come.

As foon as they called the goat to them, it would

come, and lick their hands and faces, and every

day afforded them about two pounds of milk, which

faved them from perilling, preferved their exifttnce

till they were relieved in the manner before related.

It is no wonder, if the goats were properly taken

care of, for the reft of their lives, in the manner
which gratitude would dictate.

The ftory being now ended, Tommy could not

help exclaiming,
" O dear Sir ! what a variety of

accidents people are expofed to in this world!" Mr
Barlow replied, that it was very true ; but that, in

fuch cafes, it was neceflary for us to improve our-

felves in iuch a manner, as to be able to ftruggle
with them, and not futfer them to conquer us.

CHAP. IX.

'T'OMMY, during his refidence with Mr Barlow,A had loft a great part of his Weft-Indian pride,
and had contracted many acquaintances among
poor families. In imitation of Mr Barlow," hs

went about from houfe to houfe, enquiring after

the health and welfare of their families, and the

returns of civility and gratitude he met with am-

ply rewarded his tendernefs and humanity. He
began to reflect on every thing he heard, and to

imitate
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imitate whatever he law that appeared laudable

and praife- worthy.
Mr Barlow had a large Newfoundland dog,

which was exceedingly good-natured, and very food

of the water. Tommy had by this time learned to

make even animals reipecl him, and he and Caefar

were upon exceeding good terms. He would fome-

times divert himfelf with throwing a rtick into die

water, which the dog would inftantly fetch in his

mouth, and lay it down at his feet. When he would
ftroke and pat him by way cf encouragement.
Tommy had heard Mr Bariow give an account

in what manner the Kamfchatkan dogs drew their

fledges, and he determined to make an experiment
of that nature. Being one day perfectly difengaged
from bufmefs, he furniflied himfelf with fome rope,
and a kitchen chair, which he intended to make uie

of inftead of a fledge. He then coaxed Czfar into

a large yard behind the houfe, and placing the

chair flat upon the ground, he fattened the dog to

it, with great care, and no fmall (hare of ingenuity.
Csefar, however, did not underftand being harne

fed, and was ignorant of the part he was to ac"L

At laft Tommy mounted his feat triumphantly,
with a whip in his hand, and began his career.

A number of the neighbouring little boys ga-
thered round the young gentleman, which made him
the more anxious to diftinguifh himfelf. Tommy
began to make ufe of thcie expreflions to his dog,
which he had heard coachmen apply to their horfes,

and fmacked his whip with great confequence.

Csefar, who had not been ufed to this kind of lan-

guage, grew rather impatient, and (hewed his d\C-

like to his prefent fituation, by endeavouring to

get rid of his harnefs. This drew on Tommy the

laugh







SANDFORD AND MERTON. 6?

Jaogh of the fpeftators, which made him more

eager to perform his exploit with honour, and, af-

ter having tried many experiments with his fteed,

and being a little angry with him, he applied a

pretty fevere lafh to his hinder parts. Caeiar was

very angry at this, and inftantly fee off at full

fpeed, dragging the chair, with the driver upon it,

at a prodigious rate.

Tommy now looked about him with a trium-

phant air, and maintained his feat with great firm-

refs and addrefs. Unfortunately, however, at no

great diftance was a large horfe pond, which gra-

dually fhelved to the depth of three or four feet.

The affrighted Csefar, by a kind of natural inftincl,

ran thither, fn hopes of getting rid of his tormentor;
while Tommy, who began not much to like his fitu-

stion, in vain endeavoured to pacify and reftrain his

fteed. Csefar, without paying any regard to his

driver, precipitately rufhed into the pond, and car-

ried both carriage and driver into the middle fcf it.

The boys who were fpe&ators, now received frefh

matter of diverfion, and, notwithftanding their re-

fpect for Tommy, they could not help uttering loud

fiiouts of derifion. The unmannerly exultations of

the fpeclators very much difcompofed our littla

hero ; but his misfortunes had not yet reached their

fummit- Gpfar, by floundering about in the pond,
and by making a too fudden turn, overturned the

car, and threw poor Tommy into the water.

A fudden thaw having commenced the day
before, occafioned the pond to be a mixture of ice

and water, and mud and mire. Through this he

ftruggled as well as he was able, his feet fometimes

flipping, and then down he tumbled. At laft,

However, he
got fafe through the ice, mud, and
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\vater, with the lofs of both his fiioes. Such was
the appearance of poor Tommy when he got out
of the pond, that the whole troop of fpedlators,
who were incapable of (lifting their laughter, broke
forth in redoubled peals, which irritated the un-
fortunate hero to a violent degree of rage. As
foon as he had ftruggled to the fhore, forgetting
the fituadon he was in, he fell upon the boys with

great fury, and fo liberally dealt his blows on eve-

ry fide, that he put them all to flight.

While Tommy was thus revenging the affronts

he thought he had received, and purfuing the ran-

quifhed about the yard, the noife and uproar'

brought Mr Barlow to the door, who could hard-

ly help laughing at the fonowful figure of his pu-

pil, with the water dropping from every part of
his body, and the violent attacks he was making.

Such was the agitation of Tommy's mind, that

it was fome little time before he" could Men to the

calls of Mr Barlow. At laft, having heard his pre-

ceptor's voice, he refpeclfully approached him, and
related every thing that had happened. Mr Barlow

immediately led him into the houfe, and having advi-

'fed him to undrefs himfelf and go to bed, he carried

him a little warm wine to drink, and thus this un-

fortunate affair ended without anyevil confequences.
Not long after this, Tommy was to pay a vifit

to his parents, and Harry was to accompany him.

They no fooner arrived at Mr Mertor/s, than they
found a crowded affembly to receive them. It is

impofllble to defcribe the many flattering encomi-

ums that were paffed upon Tommy, not even his

hair or his teeth paffed without fome compliment,
while nobody took the leaR notice of Hairy, ex-"

cept
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cept Mr Merton, who treated him in the moft ten-

der and affectionate manner.

Among the company, however, was an amiable

young lady, Mifs Simmons, who advanced towards

Harry, with the greateft affability, and entered into

converfation with him. This young lady had the

misfortune to lofe her father and mother in her in-

fancy, and was then under the care of an uncle,

who brought her up in fuch a manner, as contri-

buted to inform her mind, without fuffering her to

acquire thofe fafhionable talents which are ib per-
nicious to the fair of the riling generation.

This young lady, whole character was fmgular-

ly benevolent, addrefled Harry in fuch a manner
as fet him perfedly at his eafe. He poikffed fuch a
natural politenefs and good nature as is infinitely

preferable to all the artificial graces of fociety. He
indeed had not that vivacity, or rather impertinence,
which renders a boy the darling of the ladies, and

pafFes for wit among fuperficial people; but he paid
the ftricleft attention to what was faid to him, and

always anfwered to the purpcfe. It was for thefe

reafons, that Mifs Simmons, who though much older

and more improved than Harry, was highly pleafed
\rith his converfation, and thought it preferable to

any thing of the kind (He had met among the num-
ber of fmart young gentlemen, with whom fbe had
converfed at Mr Merton's houfe.

At dinner time, when Harry faw fo many fine

gentlemen and ladies, fo many powdered fervants

to ftand behind them, fuch a maltitude of dHhes,
and fuch pomp and folemnity about merely fatis-

fying the appetite, he could not help env} ing the

condition of his father's labourers, who, when they
find themselves hungry, fit perfectly at eafe under
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an hedge, and make a hearty meal, without table-

cloth, plates, or compliments.

Tommy never opened his mouth, but his words
were caught by the whole company, who confider-

ed them as fo many marks of the mod brilliant

wit, while little or r,o nr.tice was taken of Harry.
The time was patted in all thofe fafhionable a-

irmfements, which und only to corrupt the morals
of youth, and had fuch an influence on the mind
of Tommy, that he began almcft to hate the name
of Mr Barlow, and no longer paid any refpecT: to

his friend Harry, who received very little fatisfac-

tion from this vifit, except in his converfation with

Mifs Simmons.
One day, a bull was to be baited in the neigh-

bourhood, when Tommy, and all his gay and

flighty companions, ftole away to fee it, and Har-

ry reluclantly followed them at a diftance ; for he

had received very fingular ill-treatment, not only
from the young vifitors at Mr Merton's houfe, but

even from Tommy himfelf.

While this inhuman fpeclacle was going forward,
a poor half naked black came to them, and hum-

bly implored their charity. The poor black rind-

ing he could get nothing from them, (for Tommy
had fpent all his money in trifles, and the reft of

the young gentlemen only made a laugh of the poor

man) he approached the place where Harry flood,

holding out the remains of his tattered hat, and im-

ploring charity. Harry put his hand in his pocket,
and gave him the only fix-pence he had.

The dogs now attacked the bull with fuch fury,

that the animal became mad and outrageous ; he
killed two of the dogs prefently, and foon after fnap-

fed die rope that held him, It is impoffible to de-
cribe



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 73

<:nbe the terror and confufion that followed. Thofe

who had but juft before been rejoicing in the tor-

ments of the poor animal, now fled with precipita-

tion, and were purfued by the enraged bull, who

trampled over fome, gcred others, and thus took

ample vengeance for the injuries he had received.

The furious animal, then changing its courfe, ran

towards the fpot where Tommy and his aflbciates

flood, and put them to flight ; -but the bull was too

fwift for them, and Tommy (tumbling and falling
to the ground, lay diredtly in the way of his purfuing

enemy. Maft^r Merton was now given over for loft.

Hairy had all this time kept his ground, but nc v/

feeing his little friend in extreme danger, he deter-

mined to refcue him, or lofc his life in the attempt.
With a courage and prelence of mir d above his

years, he catched up a pror.g, which L v J ht-en ?p-

ped by one of the fugitives, and ^t the v?r* Miant

the bull was (looping to revenge nimi -If on the de-

fencelefs Tormny, he gave him a deep wo-.. Q ?n

the flank. The wo*:.
'

d ilrual n.Uartl; -urned

round to attack a moi . .or
~ '

& >k :ncn.-), and it

't,
*

it! Ttar
-ti-.ig Harry's

courage .

'

;-ei'^luuon, ly : l'*e wouM have jaid for

the faiva* n ; i. ;
J had not the generous

biack, to vi r.i he ha<J j-'i before given fix-pcr.ce,

initaatly fied to '".is aiialance. With a large iticlc

he had in his hand, he gave the bull ia vie lent a
jelled cff his attention from Harry. He

inttaiui) turned round to '.is new energy, who "vith

the -Trpiteil dexterity, fhifted from him, anc got
hold 01 hi- tail, by which h", held fait, -*nd ib be-

laboured che bu\\ with his (tick, that he was at laft

obliged 10 lie down, when they tiirtvv a rope over
bis horns, and faitened him to a tree.

C Whila
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While thefe matters were tranfacling, Cr Mer-
ton had fent ont his fervants to fee after the young
gentlemen. They flew to the fpot where their

young matter lay, who, though he had not receU

ved any injury, was half dead with fear and ter-

ror. As loon as Harry faw that Tommy was
fafe in the hands of his fervants, he afked the

black to go along with him ; but he took the road
which led to his father's houfe,. inftead of return-

ing to Mr Morton's.

CHAP. X.

"V/TRS Merton was looking out at the window,
when (he faw her fon in the arms of one of

the fervants who was bringing him home. Judge
what were the feelings of fo fond a mother ! fhe

fainted at the fight, and was for.ie time before fhe

recovered. At length, coming to herielf, and find-

ing he had received no injury, fhe embraced him
with '.he greateft tenderneis, and accufed the abfent

Harry with enticing him, and the rcil of the young
gentlemen, to the bu < baling. However, when
the mrat'-r came to be clear ^ 1 up, and ihe found that

her for owed his life to his valour, (lie was aihamed
of her partiality.
At this mftant Mr Barlow, who knew nothing of

"what had paffed, arrived at Mr Merton's, where
he was received by fhat eentleman with every mark
of hofpitalify. Mr Mt.con related -to him every

thing that had paffed, and concluded with lamenting
li^w much unlike his fen was to the amiable little

Harrj
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llany. A long and interefting difcourfe took place
between the two gentlemen, when Mr Barlow pre-
vailed on Mr Merton to believe, that, in a little

time, his fon Tommy might be brought to forget
all his pride, and become an amiable young gentle-

man, however poifoned his mind might have been

by too much indulgence, and the flattery of the

vifitors at his houfe.

This converfation being ended, Mr Merton con-

ducted Mr Barlow into another room, and intro-

duced him to the company, who received him with

great politenefs, and particularly Mrs Merton, who

began to think, that her conduct to her fon was
not entirely rational and prudent.

Tommy, who was fo lately the idol of this flat-

tering circle, appeared to be much humbled. He
indeed approached Mr Barlow with ever appear-
ance of modefty and gratitude, and anfwered all

his qneftions in the moft refpeclful manner ; but

he could not conceal that dejection of mind, which

evidently appeared on his countenance. Mr Barlow-

was too fenfible aman not to fee thefe marks of contri-

tion, and drew from them the moft pleafmg omens.
The company now began to depart for their ref-

peclive homes, and Tommy, who before was fo fond
of the company of the young gentlemen, feemed
not a little pleafed at their departure. Mr Merton's

houfe, which had for feme days been a fcene of

noife, buftle, and feftivity, was become the abode of

tranquillity and repofe. As Mr Barlow was not fond
of cards, an amufement in which too much time is

frequently fpent, he propofed that Mifs fhould read a

ftory for the entertainment of the company which
(he inftantly complied with, and accomplifhed the

talk with great accuracy, precifion and judgement.
C 2 The
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The time for retiring to reft being now come,
the company broke up for the evening. The next

day Tommy rofe before his father and mother, and,
as his mind was much imprefTed with the ftory
read by Mifs Simmons the preceding evening, in

which (he had defcribed the wonderful exploits of

fome Arabian horfemen, he begged his little horfe

might be faddled, and that William, one of the

footmen, might attend him in his morning's ride.

He had now got it into his head to make a figure
as an Arabian horfeman, and he imagined, that

nothing could be ib great as guiding a high-met-
tled deed over dreary and defoJate waftes, fuch as

he had heard Mif:> Simmons defcribe. He there-

fore chcfe t,he comnion before his father's houfe a 5

the prrper field of action, that being the moil rug-

ged part in the neighbourhood.
He accordingly put on his boots, and ordered

William to attend him. This fervant had been

accuftomed tohyniMir hjm in whatever he took into

his head, and indeed he might have endangered
the lofs of his place had he (hewn the lead leluc-

tance to obey his commands. Mrs Merton had

ftrialy forbidden her ion ever to ride with fpurs,
and had ordered all the fervants never to iuffer

him to put on thofe c-angerous implements. Tom-
my had long complained of this fevere reftriction,

which feemed to leflen his abilities as a horfeman,
and very much wounded his pride ; but as he had
now taken it into his head to be an Arabian horfe-

man, he could no longer fubmit to that reftraint.

However, as he d?red not to afk for fpurs, he

went to one of the maids, and got from her two

large pins, which he very ingenioufly (luck into

his boots, an<J then mounted his
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He had not ridden far, before he thought of

Cutting his horfemanlhip to the trial, and accord-

ingly gave his horfe -a very (harp prick with his

pins. The animal, being a fpirited creature, fet

off with him at full gallop, and William knew not

whether this fudden ttart was from accident or de-

fjgn. Seeing, however, that the hone galloped
over the rougheft part of the common, while Tuin-

my ufed all his efforts to ftop him, he thought it

prudent to endeavour to overtake him, and there-

fore purfued him with all poffible fpeed. The po-

ney, hearing another horfe behind him, rather en-

creafed his pace ; fo that while Tommy was car-

ried over the common with fuch violent fpeed,
William was in vain purfuing him. Jutt as ihe

fervant thought he had reached his mailer, his

horfe exerted all his ftrength to pu(h forward, and
left his purfuer at a diftance behind him.

The young gentleman maintained his feat admi-

rably well, but he began ferioufly to refkft on his

own ungovernable ambition, and would haw been

happy to exchange his high-mettled fteed for trie

droneft afs in England The race couminutd wilh
out any appearance of abatement, when the poney
turned fhort on a fudden, upon an attempt of his

mafter to ftop him, and rufhed into a quagmire.
This flopped him for a moment, and gave T.rnmy
an opportunity of flipping off his back into a fofc

bed of mire.

The fervant had now time to get up to Tommy,
and refcue him from his d :

fagreeable fitnation,

where he had received no other damage than that

of daubing his cloihes. The fervant was very
much f:ightened at the fituruion of"his young maf-

C 3 ur
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ter while the horfe was running away with hl:n j

but finding'he had received no injury, he left Tom-
my to walk home on foot, while he went in pur-
iuit of the poney.

Tommy in the mean time, walked penfively

along the common, thinking of the different acci-

dents he had encountered, and of the various di

appointments he had met with in his purfuit of

glory. While his rnind was thus employed, a poor
and ragged figure made his appearance. He was
a Scoich Highlander, drefTed in a tattered plaid,
and a large broad fword by his fide. He was lead-

ing two poor children, and carried a third in his

arms. Tommy immediately took notice of him,
which the.poor man feeing, pulled off his hat, and

begged his charity. Our liitle gentleman, after

fome converfation with him, put his hand in his

pocket, and gave him a (hilling to buy himfelf and
his children fome bread. The poor man gratefully
thanked him, and purfued his journey.

Tommy had not proceeded a great way before

he met with another adventure. A flock of fheep
was running with all pofTible fpeed from the pur-
iuit of a large dog. As he was an enemy to all

cruelty, he endeavoured to drive the dog from his

prev. The dog, however, probably deipifing the

fize of little Tommy, after growling and (hewing
his teeth, for a little time, at laft feized upon the

fkirt of Tommy's coat, ("baking it with every ap-

pearance of rage ; but the youth neither attempted
to run, nor (hewed any marks of fear, only endea-

vouring to difengage himfelf from his enemy.
It is probabh , that Tommy would have fuffer-

cd much from the teeth of the enraged animal, had
not







SANDFORD AND MERTON. 75

ot the honed man, whom he had juft relieved,

ran to his affiftance, and laid the dog fprawling OBL

the ground with a ftroke of his hroad i word. Tom-
my thanked his deliverer in the moft grateful man-
ner, and defired him to attend him to his father's

houfe, where he and his children fliould receive

every refreshment their houfe could afford.

Tommy being arrived within a fiiort diftance of

the houfe, met his father and Mr Barlow, who were

walking to enjoy the morning air before breakfaft.

They were furprifed at the appearance Tommy-
made, he being befpattered with mud from head
to foot. The youth, however, without giving time

to make any enquiries, ran up to the gentlemsn*
and wiflied them a good morning. Mr Merton
was very glad to find his fon was not hurt, for

he doubted not, frcm the fituation of his clothe*,

that.he had fallen from a horfe, which was presently
confirmed by the appearance of William who was

leading the poney.
On the fervant telling Mr Merton, that the po-

ney had run away with Tommy, he feemed very-

much furprifed, as it was the moft quiet and eafy
horfe he had. He then afi^ed William, if he had
not been fo imprudent as to let his young mafter

have fpurs, which the fervant pofitiveiy denied.

Mr Merton, who was convinced there was fome-

thing more in the bufinefs than he could get at,

furveyed Tommy very attentively, and foon found
out his ingenious contrivance to fupply the place
of fpurs. Though his father could hardly keep
his countenance at this difcovery, he endeavoured
to convince him of his imprudence, which might
bdve. been attended with very difagreeable confe-

C 4 quences
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juences, fiich as a broken limb, and even the lofs

oflifc. He therefore defired him for the future to

be more cautious, and they then returned to the

houfe. when Mr Merton gave orders, that proper
nouriihment might be admifiiftered to the beggar

ii children, whom Tommy had brought home
\viih himy and then difmiifed the poor man with a
valuable prefent.

After dinner, a very mterefting converfation took

place between Mr Barlow and his pupil Tommy,
vho confeiled that he had been a- very unthinking
boy, and that he had forfeited all kind of preten-
iion to the kindnefs of his worthy preceptor. Mr
Barlow told him, that to be fenfible of his fault was

halfway to a reformation, and therefore begged that

he would open his mind without the leall referve.

Encouraged by this kind declaration. Tommy
thus proceeded.

" Since I have bten at home,.

Sir, I have been furrounded by a number of fine

young gentlemen and ladies, who, becaufe their

parents are rich, thought they had a right to de

pife every one who was poor. Indeed, they at laft

learned me to think fo too, and to forget al) your
wife admonitions. As they told me, every thing
centred in p^litenefs, I imitated them on all oc-

cafions, and foon became as bad as themfelves.

They vpcrc v
:i; ivughing at poor Harry S^.nd-

ford, and at Lit brought me to flight his company."
u I am very ferry for that, (replied Mr Barlow)

becaufe 1 .11^.1 ftire he loves you. That, however*.
is of no great conft^ruenc*:, for he finds fufficient

employment among Ins father's labourers in the

field?, and I am fure he would be rather t! <e

sban in any gentleman's houie whatever. 1 wi.l
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inform him, that you have got other acquaintance*
and do not wiih him to interrupt you in future.

"

Tommy replied, with tears in his,
" I did not

think, fir, you could be io cruel ! I iove him better

than all the company I have lately feeo put toge-
ther, and I ihall never more be happy till he for-

gives all my pad unfriendly behaviour." Tommy
then went on to acquaint Mr Barlow with all the

ill-treatment he had been guilty of to bis friend

Harry, arid concluded with afeing, if he thought
it poffible that Harry would ever forgive him.

Our little gentleman here burft into a flood of

tears, and Mr Barlow, after having iuffered him
to eafe his mind that way, told him, he muft afk

Harry's pardon. To this Tommy had no objec-

tion, and begged that Mr Barlow would bring him
to their houie. To this the reverend gentleman
objected, faying it was his place to go to Harry,
and not Harry's to come to him. Tommy's pride
was not yet quite conquered, and he replied, that

he thought it would be very unbecoming of a gen-
tleman to go to a farmer's fon to aik pardon.
Mr Barlow told him he might do as he pleafed,
and then got up to away.

Hereupon Tommy again burft into tears, and

begged Mr Barlow would not leave him. He pro-
iniied to go directly, and beg Harry's forgh
As his preceptor was now fenilble of his cent \. MI,

he faid he would go to young Sandfcrd, and hear

what he thought of the meeting.
He accordingly fet out for Mr Sandford's on

foot, for he would not accep't of the carriage Mr
Merton offered him, nor even of any fervant to at-

tsud him. He found Harry driving the team in

C 5 the
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the field, whittling, finging, and more happy than,

a prince. He no fooner faw Mr Barlow, than he

flopped his team, and ran to him with every ex-

preffion of joy in his countenance.

Mr Barlow told him, that he was forry to hear

of the difference that had happened between him
and Tommy, and defired that he would acquaint
him with every particular. Harry hereupon told

him the whole of the tranfa-fKon, omitting only, out

of modefty, the circumftance of faving Tommy's
life. On Mr Barlow's afking him why he did not

mention that matter, he replied, he would have
done as much for any one elfe, and therefore could

not do lefs for his little
1

friend, Whom he loved.

The good preceptor then defired to know, what
Was become of the blnck, who had in fad! faved his

life. Harry replied, that he had invited him home
with him ; and, when he informed his father of

what fervice he had been to h-im, he ordered a
decent bed to be made for him over the ftable ^

that he gvtve him victuals every day, and that he

appeared very thankful and indutfrious, laying, he
fhould be very glad to put his hand to any thing
that might enable him ro get his living.
Mr Barlow hereupon returned to Mr Merton's

houfe, and in the prefence of Tommy related the

whole of the converfaiion between him and Harry.
Our little gentleman* who had attentively liftened

to all his preceptor had faid, for fomc time hung
down his head in filence. At laft, in a faint voice,.

lie owned, that he v/as become unworthy bf the

affection of his real friends ; but he booed, that his

father and Mr Barlow would not give him up en-

and that, fliould he be ever guilty of the
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fame faults again, he would never more entreat for

their favour and forgivenefs. He had no fooner

uttered thefe words, than he ftlently withdrew from
the prefence of his father and preceptor.
Mr Merton was at a lofs to guefs what could be

the motive of this abrupt departure, and complain-
ed to Mr Barlow, that his fon appeared to him
like a weathercock, which changes its pofition with

every varying guft of wind. The reverend divine

endeavoured to infpire Mr Merton with different

fentiments, and gave him great hopes from the

forrow and contrition, which at prefent evidently-
marked the countenance of his fon.

Tommy prefently returned, but in a very diffe*

rent kind of drefs. He had deftroyed the gaiety
of his curls, and combed all the powder out of his

hair. Every appearance of finery was vanifhed,
and even his darling buckles were changed for o-

^

thers of the plaineft fort. His mother, feeing him
thus ftrangely altered, could not help exclaiming,
" What has the boy been doing to himfelf ! Why,
Tommy, I declare you look more like a country
clown than like a young gentleman of fortune."

To this obfervation of Mrs Merton, who ftiil

confidered the parade of grandeur as the fummit
of ail human happinefs, Tommy gravely replied,
that he was then only what he ought always to

have been ; and that, had he been accuftomed to

that drefs, he fhould never have treated his dear

friend Harry in fo (hameful a manner. " From
this time, (faid he) I (hall fpend my life in rational

purfuits, and (ball no longer give up myfelf to the

falfe parade of finery and grandeur."
Mr Merton and Mr Barlow could hardly keep

C 6 their
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their countenance at this folemn fpeech, which

Tommy delivered with uncommon gravity. How-
ever, they endeavoured to put on a ferious coun-

tenance, and advifed him to perfevere in fo com-
mendable a refoiution As the night was pretty-

far advanced, and the gentlemen did not wifh to

tire Tommy with too many moral reflexions at

one time, they retired to their different chambers.

CHAP. XL

nrOMMY rofe early the next morning, and dref-

fed himfelf in his new habit of fimplicity ; and,
after they had all breaktafted together, he begged
of Mr Barlow to go with him to Harry Sandford's.

"When they drew near to the houfe, Tommy faw
at fome diftance his friend, who was driving his

father's fheep home. At this fight, he took to his

heels, and ran fo hairily to meet Harry, that he

was quite out of breath when he reached him.

Harry met him with open arms, and a reconcilia-

tion immediately took place.
As loon as Mr Barlow got up, he told Harry,

that he had brought him his- little friend, who was

very forry for the faults he had committed, and was
come to afk his pardon.

"
Indeed, (faid Tommy,

who by this time had a little recovered his breath)
I am fincerely aftiamed of the affionts I have given

you, and I am afraid, as I have been fuch an un-

grateful boy, you will not eafily pardon me."
"

Indeed, (anfwered Harry) you are very much
piftaken in the matter ; for I have long fince for-

got
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got every thing but your former friendfhip and af-

fection." After i^veral endearing expreffions had

pailed between them, Harry took his companion
by the hand, and led him to his father's houfe,
where he was received with the greateft civility by
that family.
As loon as the firft civilities were over, Tommy

caft his eyes on the black, who had done fuch fin-

gmlar fervices for him at the bull baiting, and who
was then fitting in the chimney-corner.

"
1 fee,

(faid Tommy) that I am to receive favours from
all the world, and to. return them by neglect and

ingratitude." He then took the black by the hand,
and kindly thanked him for the important fcrvice

he had done him. The black replied, that he was

happy in what he had done, and for his trifling fer-

vices he had been amply repaid by Mr Sandford
and his hofpitable family. Tommy faid he had
not yet been fufficiently rewarded, and he had Hill

fomething to expect from his father.

Dinner being ready, Tommy fat down in com-

pany with Mrs Sandford, a venerable, decent, mid-

dle-aged xvoman, her two daughters, plain, modeit,

healthy-looking girls, a little older than Hany,
who was alfo one of the company. Though the

table was not covered with dainties, yet the provi-
fions were of the bed kind, plenty in quantity, but

fparing in variety. Every thing was hot and \vell-

dre/fed, and neatnefs was vilible in every pa: t of
the ruftic banquet.

After Tommy made a very hearty dinner, and
the cloth was removed, he begged the black would

give him fome information concerning bull-baiting,
with which he feemed to be fo well acquainted.

C 7 I do
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*' I do fuppofe, (faid Tommy) that it was Jn your
own country you learned to encounter fuch a furi-

ous animal."

The black replied, that it was not in his own
country he had learned to encoonter thefe creatures.
" I lived for fome time, (continued the. bUck)
as a flave among the Spaniards at Buenos Ayres,
where it was a common practice of the people to

hunt down cattle in the woods for their fubfiftence."

The black then related the following ftory, to which
he had been an eye witnefs during his refidence in

that part of the world.
" A native i that country, (continued the black)

having committed fome offence, was condemned
to labour in the gallics for feveral years. Ke fent

a petition to the governor of the town, praying
that his punilhment might be changed. Being
bred a warrior, he ftood more in dread of diflio-

nonr than death. He therefore implored, that he

jnight not be fufFered to confume his ftrength and

fpirits in fuch an ignominious employment, biu have

^IH opportunity given him of performing fon.ething

worthy of a man, or cf perilling in the attempt.'
*' At the approaching feitival, (laid he) I wii! en-

counter the molt furious bull you can procure. I

will throw him down, bridle him, fad die him, and.

ride him. At the fame time you thall turn out

two more, when I will attack them both, and put
them to death with my dagger."

" The governor ccnfemed to this brave pro-

pofal, and, when the appointed day arrived, all

the inhabitants of the city affembled in a kind

of amphitheatre erected for the purpofe. The
brave American made his appearance on horfe-
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back, with nothing but a cord in his hand. As
foon as he had p^tid his reverence to the audience,
an enormous bull was .let lonfe, who flattened to

attack the m.m with great fury ; but he avoiaed

his (hock with great agility, and galloped round
his antagonift, who, in his turn, betook himielf

to flight. The horfeman then purfued his flying

enemy, and throwing the noofe, which he held

ready in his hand, he 'caught the bull in his flight

by one of his hind legs. -Then galloping two or

three times round the animal, he ib entangled him
m the fnare, that after a few violent efforts to dif-

engage himfelf, he fell to the ground. The Ame-
lican then leaped horn his horfe, and put the ani-

mal to death in an inllant, by dabbing him with his

dagger behind the horns. The air refounded with

the applaufes of the fpeclators, while he was em*

ployed in, taking the rope from the flaughtered ani-

mal, and preparing for a more furious enemy.
" As foon as he was prepared, a bull much more

furious than the firft was let loofe, and this he was

ordered, according to his engagement to bridle

and laddie. The champion waited the attack of

this furious enemy with an undaunted refolution*

and making his horfe wheel nimbly round the bull,

he bv that means baffled his fury, and put him to

He then chaced him as he had done ttie

former, till he got him into the middle of the

inclofed fpace, where a ftrong poll was fixed in-

to the grouned. Here he threw the unerring
noofe round the horns of the bull, and therewith

dragged him to the ftake, to which he bound him
down cloiely. Then taking a faddle, he girded it

on firmly to the back of rhe bull} and through his

C 8 noilrils
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noftrils be thruft an iron ring, to which was fixed

a cord ; this, which he brought over his neck, ier-

ved as a bridle. Then taking a fhort p>ke in his

hand, he nimbly jumped on the back of the bull.
" All this time the creature bellowed with rage,

without prrducing any effect, on the mind of its

rider, who coolly taking a knife, cut the cord that

confined him to the (lake, and gave him his liber-

ty. The i all being thus difengaged, tried every

experiment that rage and fury could dictate to

throw his rider, who maintained his feat with won-

derful dexterity.
" Two other furious bulls were then let loofe,

to attack the champion ; but, as foon as they faw

in what manner he was mounted, terror feized

them, and they precipitately fled away. The bull,

on which he was mounted, followed the others,

and carried his rider feveral times round the am-

phitheatre. The governor then called to the cham-

pion, to complete his bufinefs by putting all the

bulls to death, when he inftantly difpatched that

on which he rode, by plunging in his knile behind

the horns. After this he mounted his horfe, and

deftroyed the other two bulls, in the fame manner
as he had difpatched the firft."

Tommy was vaftly pleafed with this narration ;

but, a> the evening was approaching, Mr Bnrlow
reminded him, that it was time to return. Tom-
jn\, however, taking his kind preceptor by the

hand, begged he might be permitted to ftav fome
time with" his friend Harry.

" I affure you, Sir,

(faid Tommy) that I am entirely afhamed of my
pad conduct, and in your prefence, as well as be*

fore all this worthy family, I do molt fmcerely afk
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hiy friend Harry's pardon for all my pall fcfFencesj

mod faithfully promifmg, that I will do my en-

deavours for the future to aft otherwife." Harry
embraced his friend with all imaginable tender-

nefs, and begged no more might be faid about the

matter. The whole family regarded this conver-

fation with wonder, as they had no idea that Tom-
my's pride would fuller him to act upon fuch hu-

miliating principles.

Tommy's propofal of (laying fome time with

Harry was highly approved of by Mr Barlow, whtJ

took' upon hlmfelf to anfwer for the confent of Mr
Merton; and then, after taking a complaifant leave

of the company, he went to his own houfe.

Our young gentleman was now embarked in z
new fcene of life, very different from that he had
been hitherto engaged in. He fupped heartily that

night on the rullic fare he met with, went to bed

early, and flept foundly. When Harry called him
at five the next morning, according to agreement the

over night, he found fome difficulty in complying
with the fummons ; but, when he recollected that

his word and honour were at (lake, he immediately

jumped out of bed, drelfed himfelf, and accom-

panied Harry in all his ruilic employments.
In a fliort time, Tommy became perfectly re-

conciled to his new mode of life, though it appear-
ed a little awkward to him at firft. The encreafe

of exercife greatly contributed to improve his health

and llrength, and fo much afilfted his appetite, that

the ruftic food of farmer Sandford's table appear-
ed to him more pleating than all the luxuries he
met with at home. From being accuftomed to

view fcenes of diftrefs, his heart began to be more
C $ fenfible
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fenfible of the tender feelings of humanity ; and
from the obfervations he had daily occafion to-

make, he learned co know of what utility the la-

bourer,was to the community. Mr Barlow paid
him frequent vifits, and pointed out every thing to

him that was moft worthy of his notice.
" The reverend gentleman one day thus addref-

fed his little friend. " You are now, Tommy,,
learning the pra<5lice of thole virtues, which have

Tendered the fa-ges of antiquity io coni'picuous. It

is not by finery, indolence, or the g: aiitica'ion of

our appetites,' that we mult expect co eft.iblilh our

jepu ration in the world
;
for no man could ever

derive the abilities of commanding armies in the

iiel , or acting as a good legiilator at home, who
hau been nurfed in the lap of Indolence or Luxury.
When the Roman people were pufned hard by their

enemies, and the greateft generals were neceifaryr

to check them, it was not in the circles of the gay,

elegant and diflipaied, nor at banquets, nor in

gilded palaces, that they fought fuch commanders;

they vifited the poor and homely cottage, fuch as

your late companions would view with the utmoft

contempt. But it was in fuch a fttuation they
found Cincinnatus, whofe virtues and abilities ren-

dered him fuperior to the reft of his fellow citizens ;

they found him ploughing his Geld, and driving his

oxen himfelf. Though this great man had paffed
his youth in the ftudy of civil government and the

life of arms, though he had frequently taught the

Roman legions to triumph over their enemies; yet,
when his country had no more commands on hi=s

fervice, he redrew from the buiile cf atlairs,

aad, in a retired and humble fituatioa, owed his
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fubfiftence to his labour. Tell me, my little friend,

Jince chance feems to have more the direction of

human affairs than merit, would you rather ap-

pear to the world in an elevated ftation, and as

unworthy of the advantages you enjoy ; or, in an
humble condition, be efteemed as worthy, from

your virtues and abilities, of the moft exalted places
of honour and tru;> ?"

Tommy frequently received fuch lefTons as thefe

from Mr Barlow, and the young gentleman at-

tended to them with every mark of gratitude and

legibility. The behaviour of Harry was truly

great and noble ; for, after he had fifiifhed his la-

bour of the day, he employed all the reft t 1 his

time to the amufement of Tommy, and this he did

with fo much affection and pleasure, that they loved

each other infinitely beyond what they had beiore.

In the cnurfe of the evenings, Tommy frequent-

ly converfed with the negro, and aiked him many
queftions concerning his own country. The young
gentleman being one night particularly inquifitive^

the black man gave him the following hiftory of

himfelf.
" A town on the river Gambia in Africa, (faid

he) gave me birth. in this pare of the world
where I now am, people look upon me as a being
of a different 1'pecies j and the inhabitants of my
country look with equal furprife on the white Eu-

ropeans. I have feen men in fr-me parts of the

world of a ye;l;w hue, in other parts the copper
colour prevailed, and each have confidered the

left as beings beneath them. This opinion, how-

ever, arifes from ignorance, and I have oiten been

1 to fee the people of fo enlightened a na-

tion
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tion 3.3 this give way to fuch idle prejudices. Dd
you make any difference between a white and a

black horfe, in point of llrength and agility ? Is a

\vhite cow more valuable on account of its colour,

or is a white dog more ufeful in your houfes or on
the chace, than that of any other colour ? It has,

on the contrary, been the general opinion, that light-

coloured animals are more feeble and lefs aclive.

" In my own country, there is a difference, not

only in the colour of men, but alfo in a variety of

other circumftances. In England, for a great

part of the year, you are chilled with froits and

fnows, and fometimes do not fee the all- cheering

ra'ys of the fun for whole days together. It is the

contrary with us, for the fun never leaves us, and

pours on us his moft fcorching influence. Our

days and nights are equal, and we are confequent-

ly Grangers to that diverfity of feafons ypu experi-
ence in this climate. Snow, froft, and ice, are

unknown to us, a perpetual verdure prevails, and

every feafon of the year produces us fruits. There

are, indeed, iome months in the year, when we
aie fccrched with intolerable heat; in thofe feafons

vegetation appears to be deftroyed, the rivers fail

in their falutary. dreams, and men and animals are

parched with third.
"

Tigers* lions, elephants, and other animals

of prey, in thofe feafons are driven from their

dreary abodes in forefts impenetrable to men, and

ikulk about the lower grounds and the borders of

rivers. We are then frequently difturbed by the

nocturnal yells and favage roarings of thcfe feroci-

ous animals, which frequently interrupt our repofe
in our oiherwife peaceful cottages.

" In
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" In this country, I mean the country I am

now IB, however melancholy may be the truth,

you feem to have more to fear from each other,
than from the favage inhabitants of the woods.
Your houfes are built Ib as to defy the utmoft fury
of wHids and weather, and which feem almoit 10

reiift the efforts of Time. With us, reeds twjiled

together, and cemented with flin,? or mud, f.-rm

our contented :h.--.u^h humble dwellings. V\

ed as th-.'fe habitations may appear to you, ar. , Af-

rican erjovs in them all the felicities of life, till

you white Chriitians drag him from thence, and
ex- ort him from his native country into foreign

climes, where he is expofed to all the calamities of

flavery and cruelty.
" A few ftalc^ fet in the ground, interwoven

with reeds, and whofe covering was nothing more
than the fpreadtng leaves of the palm, were the

conipofitions of that manfion, in which I firtt learn-

ed to know that I was a human creature. A few-

earthen veffels, which ferved to drefs our pr vifi-

ons, complied ihe whole of our kitchtn uienfils.

Our chamber furniture was nothing more than a

few mats woven with foft grafs, and thefe lupplied
us with a luxurious bed. The few tools we ufed

in turning the ground, the arrows and javelins
\vhich we employed in hunting, and our lines ne-

ceiFary for fifhing, completed ihe catalogue of all

our earthly p-'lidlions.
" In your c u.itry, men feem to pi tce their hap-

pinefs in. obtaining a thoufand things moie than

nature requires, and more than they can ever

/riake ufe of. Your houfes are fufficieutly exten-

five to contain a whole tribe of our people, and

you
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you fo load yourfelf with clothes that your limbs
cannot properly perform their offices. Yocr tabled

at meal times are covered with a profufion of vic-

tuals fuificient to ferve a whole village, and I have

frequently feen a poor wretch perilling with hun-

ger at the gaies of a rich man, while he was eat-

ing his dinner, compofed of many fumptuous diihesi

whhout the leaft appetite ibr any.
" Yams, a root refembling your potatoe, Indi-

an corn, and rice in particular, form all the natu-

ral luxuries of our tables, excepting what nature

Tpo Titaneon fly produces in our woods, and the pro-
duce of hunting and the fHhery. Yet this Ample
diet contents us more, and affords us a greater de-

gree of fatisfaftion and contentment, than what

you derive from your molt fplendid tables.
" In the cool of the evening, we enjoyed ourfelves

under the wide fpreading palm-trees, and every tra-

veller that chanced to pafs through our village*
found a home at every houfe he came to. No door
was flmt again ft him, no faucy, infolent, and pam-
pered fervant difputed his admiflion: he entered

every houfe freely, was welcome to partake of what
the table produced, and then purfued his journey.

4i In almoft every town there is a large .build-

ing, where the aged people meet, in the COD! of

the evening, and converfe on different fubjeds.
Here the (turdy youths join in the jovial d.mce,
and amufe themfelves in other manly ex^rcife* }

while the children of the rifing generation dicert

,. therrfelves with their innocent gambols. bme
throw little arrows at marks, and dart at each o-

ther their light blunted javelins, in order to pre-

pare themfelves to join in the chace, or to perform
their
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their duty when called forth to feats of war. Some
wreftle, others run races, with a degree of activity
little known to Europeans. Among us, every man
is his own architect, for our buildings are plain
and fimple. Our little towns, which generally
confift ot an hundred or t\vo of fuch hcrfes as I

have juft defcribed, are furrounded by thick hedges
of thorns, which guard us againft any noclurnal

attacks of the wild beafts."

Tommy had hitherto liilened, in the moft pro-
found filence, to a narrative fo novel to him

; but nmr
he interrupted the honeft negroe by aiking him, if

his country was much infefted with wild beafts.
"

Yes, matter, (replied the black) we. have eve-

ry fpecies of them, equally ferocious and dreadful.

We have the powerful lioo, who^ has fo much

ftrength in his paw, that he will level a man to the

earth with a fingie blow ; and his paws are armed
with frch claws, that no creature can refift their

iharpnefs and violence. His roar is like that of

thunder, at which the boldeft hunter frequently
trerobles. When our valiant youths refolve to at-

tack this noble, dreadful animal, they aliemble in

troops, arm themfelves with javelins and arrows,
and furround his dreadful abode. Their (houts

and cries, accompanied with the clafliing of their

arms, bring him out of his den, and rouze him to

refinance. He no fooner views his enemies, than

he fhakes his majeftic mane, and looks round upon
his hoft of foes with the utmoft contempt and in-

difference. He regards neither their numbers,
their horrid fhouts, nor the glittering of their fhi-

ning arms. He remains undaunted, and defplfes.

the weaknefs of all their vain boaftings.
' After
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" After a little time, he begins lafning his Tides

with a long and ponderous tail, which is a certain

emblem ot his riling fury ; his eyes fparkle like

confirming fire, and, when he perceives that his

hunters are numerous, he generally moves towards

them with a flow and awful ftep. This, however,
he is not permitted long to d<o, for thole in his rear

wound him in the flank with a javelin, which makes
him face about. Then commences his rage and

fury, when neither a torrent of blood ifTuing from
his wound, nor a combined number of fpears op-

pofed to him, can prevent his rufhing on the man
he fuppofes to have firft wounded him. Death is

the inevitable lot of his devpted enemy, fhould he
reach him in his firft fpring ; but it generally hap-

pens, that the hunter, who has glory and his own
life at ftake, avoids him by a nimble leap, when
the whole troop rufh on to his aiTi fiance. The rage
of this furious animal then avails him but little,

his ftrength is gradually exhaufted, and his life
'

haftily fteals away through every frefh wound he

receives. In the agonies of death, he bites the

ground, and yields to his inevitable fate.

" The conquerors, as a trophy of their victory,

carry him home in triumph, when all the villagers,

young and old, meet them with joyful fhouts, and
celebrate the valour of the conquerors. Every
part of the flain animal is furveyed, his enormous

fize, his wonderful limbs, and his dreadful faKgs.
The men repeat tales of their former exploits,
while the women with horror furvey the animal,

though peaceful and quiet in death. The child-

ren are brought forward, that they may furvey
the victim, and are taught to examine the moft

teirible
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terrible parts of him, that they might become fa-

miliar tofcenes of danger. Joyful acclamations are

echoed fiom every part of the village, and a feaft is

prepared for the entertainment of ihe conquerors.
"

Tommy herefUid, that this relation almoft made
him tremble. He obferved, that lliould a lion

meet a man fmgly, he fuppofed his death would
be unvoidable.

" That is not always the cafe, (replied the black)
as I was myfelf once witnefs to" the contrary. My
father, who, befides having had the reputation of

being the moft fkilful hunter, 'was confidercd as

the braveft in our village, and many trophies of

his valour are there to be feeti at this day. The
inhabitants of the whole village, being one day af-

fembled at theii fports and paftimes, an enormous

lion, perhaps attracted by, the fmell of human flefh,

unexpectedly ruined in upon them with a horrid

roaring. The villagers, being all unarmed, fled

away with the utmoit precipitation, when none but

my father remained. As he had never yet turned

his back on any bead of the foreft, he drew from
his fide a ftiort dagger, which he always carried

with him
;
and placing one knee and hand on the

ground, ferenely waited the attack of this formi-

dable enemy. It is not in the power of words to

exprefs the fury, with which the lion ruftied to-

wards my father ;
but he received him on the

point of his dagger, in fo fteady and compofed a

manner, that he funk it feveral inches into its bel-

ly. The beaft then made a fecond attack, and re-

ceived another wound more dreadful than the firft,

after having given my father fafevere a blow with

bis paw as lajd one of his fides bare. By this time,

the
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the villagers had armed themfelves, and rufamg to

the affiftance of my father, they -foon difpatched
this furious animal. This aclkm appeared fo won-
derful to every one, that his fame was fpread

throughout the whole country, and he gained the

mod honourable marks of diftincYion."

A gentleman now entering Mr Sandford's houfe,
about fome particular butmefs, Tommy defired the

honeft black to defer the remainder of his ftory till

the gentleman's departure.

CHAP. XII.

A S foon as the gentleman was gone, Tommy
defired the black to proceed in his entertain-

ing narrative, with which he inftantly complied.-
"

It is no wonder, (faid he) if under fuch a parent
I learned every fpecies of the chace. I was firft

taught to purfue (lags and other feeble animals,
and accompanied other children and young men
to defend our rice fields from the depredations of

the river horfe. Rice being a plant that requires

great moifture, our plantations are for the mod part
made by the fides of rivers, where the foil being
overflowed in the rainy feafon becomes foft and
fertile. As foon as it nearly approaches perfecti-

on, we are obliged to defend it from different

kinds of deftruclive animals, of which the princi-

pal is the river horfe. It is a prodigious animal,

being twice the lize of your English oxen. He
has fcur Oiort thick legs, an enormous head, and

jd\vs armed with prodigioufly long and ilrong

ucib,
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teeth, befides two prominent tufks, which make a

molt formidable appearance.
"
Notwithftanding the ftrength and fize of this

animal, his principal abode is in rivers, where he
live* upon, the produce of* the waters. It is a cu-

rious though dreadful fight to behold this mon-
ftroas creature travelling along the bottom feveral

yards below the furface, over which you are gent-

ly gliding in a boat, and can fee every thing that

paifes in the iranfparent mirror beneath you. The
boatman always endeavoures to get out of his way j

for fo ftrong is this animal, that he can overfet a

tolerably large bark, or tear out a plank with his

enormous fangs. During the day, he generally
conceals himfelf in the water, and preys on the

inhabitants of that element ; but when the gloom
of night approaches, he quits the river, and enter-

ing the fields, commits depredations on the Rand-

ing corn, which he would totally deftroy, were not

people fet to watch his motions, and drive him a-

way by their (houts and clamours.
**

Among thefe parties I have frequently made
one, and have watched feveral fuccefiive nights.
At length, one of our mod enterpriling youths

propoied that we fhould boldly attack this enemy,
and punilh him for his depredations. For this

purpofe, we concealed ourfelves in a proper place,
and when we faw him iliue from the water, and
had {ufFered him to advance fome way into the

plantation, we rufhed from our concealment, and

endeavouring to intercept his return. This mon-
fter was fo fenfible of his own ftrength, that he

ilowly retreated, fuarling horribly, and gnafhing
his dreadful tuiks. Our darts and arrows had no

power
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power on his invulnerable fides, every weapon re-

bounding as from a wall, or glancing afide with-

out making the leaft wound.
" One of our boldeft youths then unguardedly

approached him, and endeavoured to wound him
at a fhorter diltance; but the enraged animal, run-

ning at him with a degree of fwiftnefs he was not

before fuppofed to poffefs, he feized him, ripped

up his body with his tufk, and left him dead upon
the fpot. His companions inllantly rled with ter-

ror, and every one but myfelf declined the dange-
rous conflict. Inflamed with grief and rage for

the lofs of my comrade, I rejblved, at the hazard
of my life, to attempt to revenge his death. As I

found his hide was impenetrable to any weapon,
I felected one of my iharpeft arrows, fitted it to

my bow- firing, and with a cool and fteady aim,
while the animal was haftening to the borders of

the river, I hit him fo directly in the ball of one of

his enormous eyes, that the point penetrated to his

brain, when he fell to the ground, with a difmal

groan, and inftantly expired."
"
Though there was in fact nothing very great

in this action, it was deemed by every one as the

nobleft act of heroifm, and from that time I was

regarded as the firft among the youths of our ham-
let. I was received with fongs of joy and congra-
tulation, and was ever afterwards chofen as the

leader of every dangerous exploit. But, what flat-

tered my ambition more than all the reft, my father

received me with tranfport ; he prefTed me to his

bofom with tears of joy, and told me, that he could

now refign his breath without reluctance, fince he

fcad lived to fee that I was not unworthy of being
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called his fon. " I have not (continued my fa-

ther) palled my youth in an inglorious inactivity : I

have laid many a tiger dead at my feet ; I have

compelled the lion, the terror of the woods, and the

fierceft of all animals, to yield to my courage, and

many an elephant has been obliged to flee from
me ; but I do not remember, that I ever atchieved

an action fo glorious as what you have juft now
performed.

"

" My father then went into his cabin, and brought
out the bows and arrows he had fo iuccefsfully ufed

in the chace. ** Take thefe, my fon, (laid he to

me) for now you are worthy of them. Age now
creeps on me apace, aud I have no longer (trength
fufficient properly to afe them in the chace. I

muft now transfer that bufmefs to you, and leave

to your youthful and nervous arm the protection
of your country from the furious beafts of the

foreft."

Tommy's curiofity was much gratified with the

recital of thefe adventures, and, as his knowledge
encreafed, fo his generous heart expanded. He re-

flected on his former prejudices with fhame and con-

tempt, began to confider all mankind as his equals,
and ceafcd to make thofe foolifh di{linctions, which

pride and vanity had before fuggeited to his mind.
This happy change in his fentiments made him

refpected by every one in Mr Sandford's family,
and Harry and Tommy loved each other more
than ever."

Our young gentleman was one day furprifed by
an unexpected vifit from his father. The meeting
was equally affectionate on both fides, for Tommy
was becom.e another boy. His father told hi*.,

he
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he was come to take him back to his own houfe,

having heard fuch an account of his prefent beha-

viour, that all his former errors were foi given,
and that he began to glory in owning him as his

fon. Tommy mutually met the embraces of his

father, and confented to return home to his mother,
that he might, by his future conduct convince her

of the happy alteration made in 'his temper.
Farmer Sandford was at this inftant returning

from the fields, and very refpe&tully invited Mr
Merton to walk in, when the latter called the for-

mer afide, as if he had fornething to fay to him
in private. When they were alone, Mr Merton
thanked the farmer for the infinite fervices he and
his family had been of to his fon, in working fo

happy a reformation. He then pulled out a poc-
ket-book, and begged Mr Sandford would accept
of it and its contents. The farmer, taking the

hook and looking into it, found it contained bank-

notes of great value. He therefore (hut it up again,
and politely returned it to Mr Merton, begging to

be excufed the acceptance of it.

Mr Merton was very much furprifed at this

mark of modefty and moderation. He reminded

Mr Sandford of the ftate of his family ; his daugh-
ters unprovided for, his amiable fon brought up
to labour, and himfelf haftening to old age, which

required a refpite from the toils and fatigues of

life.
"

I remember the time was, (replied the far-

mer) when people in my ftation thought of no-

thing but doing their duty towards God, and work-

ing hard, When I was a youth, I rofe with the

fun, and could turn a furrow as ftraight as any

pioaghman in this or any neighbouring country.

My
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My father ufed to fay, that a farmer was good for

nothing who was not in the fields by four in the

morning, ami my mother always began milking by
five. In thofe times, women knew fomething of

the management of a houfe, and did not give them-
felves up to indolence and the pride of drefs."

Mr Merton here interrupted the farmer, and

earneftlf preffed him to accept of his prefent ; but
he perfifted in his refufal, faying,

"
Formerly, Sir,

farmers were a healthy and happy fet of people,
bccaufe they gave themfelves no concern about the

parade of life ; but now nothing elfe is talked of.

One of my neighbours, a farmer like myfelf, fuf-

fers his fon to go a (hooting with gentlemen ; ano-

ther fends his to market on a blood horfe, with a

plaited bridle, and a fine faddle. And then the

girls ! the girls ! There is pretty work indeed !

They muft have their hats and feathers, and rid-

ing habits. What a profufion ofpomatum, powder,
and pafteboard, and cork! Hardly any one of them
knows any thing of the common duties of a family;
fo that, unlefs our wife minifters of ftate will fend

them all to this new fettlement, of which I have
heard fo much talk, and bring us a cargo of plain
and induftrious houfewives who have ncit been

brought up at boarding-fchool?, I cannot fee how
we plain farmers are to get wives."

Mr Merton could not help laughing at this ho-

neft declaration, and cbferved, that he would ven-

ture to pronounce, that things were not conducted

in that manner at his houfe.
" I cannot fay quite fo bad, (replied Sandford.)

My wife was brought up by an induftrious mother,
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and, though (he \vifl\es to have her tea every after-

noon, (he is ".?vcrt.helefs.a good wife. Her daugh-
ters arc brought up in a little higher mode thaa

.. iny wire and I have ibmetirnes a le-

rioi. n on that matter. She indeed

employs them in milking, fpinning, and making
themselves utefal in the family ; and yet (he lets

them ru:. into what thsy call a little of the genteel
ii'ode. F.very wrman now-a-clays runs mad .after

geft-
^

begins, good-by
to induilry. Were fuch a fum mentioned to them
as y^u have been pleafed generouily to cffer me,
there w:>uld be an end to all peace in the family.
It would be no longer Deb and Kate, but Mifs

JDeborah and Mifs Catharine. The next thing
would be, they muft be lent to a boarding fchool

to learn French and mufic, and to cut capers a-

bout the room. When they came back, there

would be a difpute about who was to look after

the boiling of the pot, make the puddings, fweep
the houfe, and feed the chickens and pigs ; for

fuch vulgar things as thefe are not to be done by
a delicate mifs."

Mr Merton could not avoid being ftruck with

this rc^fonable mode of arguing, and fenfibly felt

the truth of his obfervations. However, he ftiil

preficd him to accept of his offer, telling him, how
far it would enable him to improve his farm, and
cultivate his lands.

" I return you a thoufand thanks, (replied the

farmer) but all our family, time immemorial, have
been brought up to induftry, and to live by the

labour of our hands. I have been told by mf
father, that there has not been a diflioneft perfon, a

gentleman,
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gentleman, or a madman among us. I will not

be the firft to break through the long-eftabliihed
cuftom of the family. I could not be more hap-

py, were I a lord, or a macaroni, as I think you
call them. I want for neither vi&uals nor work,

good firing, cloaths, a warm houfe, a little to

give to the poor, and between you and T, per-

haps, I have fomething by me to give to my chil-

dren, to put them into the world, if they behave

well. Ah ! my good neighbour, if you did but

know the pleafure of following a plough drawn by
a good team of horfes, and then going tired to

bed, I think you would wifti you had been brought

up a farmer. Certain I am, and I (hall never for-

get the kind offer you have made me ; but, if you
do not wifh to make an innocent and indufirious

family miferable, I am fure you will ccnfent to

leave us in the condition, in which you at prefent
find us."

Mr Merton no longer prefTed him to accept the

prefent, as he found it was to n. purpofe ; and
Mrs Sandford coming at this inftant to invite them
in to dinner, they went immediately into the houfe,

and, after Mr Merton had paid his refpects to the

family, they all fat down to dinner.

As foon as dinner was over, ths cloth was re-

moved, and the filver mug, the only article of

luxury in his houfe, had been two or three times

replenished, when little Harry Sindford came run-

ning in, crying,
* Father! father ! here is the fweet-

eft team of horfes, all of a fize and colour, with

new harnefs, and make the fined figuie I ever faw
in my life. They are flopped at our door and the

xnaa fays he has orders to deliver them to you !"

Farmer
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Farmer Sandford was then relating the hiflo-*

ry of the ploughing match, where he won the fil-

ver mug they were then drinking out of; but this

account of his fon had fuch an effect on him, that

he ftarted up immediately, and, after making an

apology to Mr Merton, ran out to fee what fort of

horfes thefe were.

On his return, furprifed as well as his fon,
" Mr

Merton, (faidhe) I fuppofe thefe horfes are a new

purchafe, and that you want to have my opinion
of them. I can ailure you, they are the true Suf-

folk forrels, the fineft breed of working horfes in

the kingdom, and thefe appear to me to be fome
of the heft of that fort."

Mr Merton replied, that fuch as they were, they
were at his fervice. " I cannot think, (faid he)
after the fingular favours I have received from

your family, you will fo far difpleafe me as to re-

fufe this mark of my gratitude." Mr Sandford
was loft in aftonifhment, and knew not what an-

fwer to make. At length, however, recovering
himfelf, he was going to make the politeft refufal

he could think of, when Tommy coming in, took

Mr Sandford by the hand, and begged he would
not be fo unkind as to refufe his father and himfelf

the firft favour they had ever afked him to grant
them. He alfo reminded him, that this prefent
was lefs to -him than it was to little Harry, his

dear companion ; .and, after having lived fo long
in his family, he hoped he would not treat him as

if his conduct had been improper.

Harry himfelf here interpofed, and, confiderlng
the feelings and intentions of the giver more than

the value of the prefent, he took his father by the

hand,
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hand, and begged him to oblige Mr Merton and
his Ton.

" I would not fay a word, (added he)
were it any perfon elfe ; but I fo well know the ge-
nerofity of Mr Merton, and the benevolence of
Matter Tommy, that they will receive more plea-
fare in your accepting, than in their giving the

horfes." Mr Sandford's delicacy was now quite

conquered, and he at laft confented that the horfes

fliould be led into his ftables.

Mr Merton, having expreffed every mark of

tendernefs and affection to this worthy family, not

even forgetting the honeft black, for whom he pro-
mifed to provide, he defired his fon to accompany
him home. Tommy arofe, and with the fincereft

gratitude and affection, took his leave of his friend

Harry, and of all the reft of the family.
" It

will not be long before I fhall fee you again, (faid
he to Harry) for to your example I owe the little

good I have to boaft of. You have made me fen-

fible, how much better it is to be ufeful than to be

rich or fine> and that it is more amiable to be good
than great. Should I ever be tempted to return

to my iormer errors, and to relapfe into my late

habits, I will return here to be taughi better, and
I hope I ihall not be fo unhappy as to be unwor-

thy of your inftruclions." Tommy and Harry
then moft affectionately embraced each other, died

the tear of fincere friendship and then parted*
when Mr Merton conducted his fon homer

FINIS,












