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PREFACE

THE study of differential equations began with Newton and Leibnitz,
and most of the elementary methods of solution were discovered in
the course of the eighteenth century. Where a problem could not be
solved in finite terms, expansions in power-series were tentatively em-
ployed by Newton. But the theory was not placed on a satisfactory
logical basis until about a century ago, when Cauchy distinguished
between analytic and non-analytic systems, and constructed rigorous
existence-theorems appropriate to each type.

Ordinary linear equations, witlr which this book deals, have always
attracted particular attention by their comparative tractability and
their numerous practical applications. Extensive monographs have
been devoted to many separate branches of the theory, such as
spherical and cylindrical harmonics, expansions in series of ortho-
gonal functions, oscillation and comparison theorems, the Heaviside
calculus, polyhedral, elliptic modular and automorphic functions.
While some branches arose out of physical problems, others were
created by the progress of the theory of functions and of the theory
of groups. Many important ideas were first worked out in connexion
with the hypergeometric equation by Euler, Gauss, Kummer, Rie-
mann, or Schwarz, and were then generalized by Fuchs, Klein,
Poincaré, and many other writers of the highest distinction.

The present Introduction is based on lectures to senior under-
graduates at Oxford, and is designed for students who have already
taken an elementary course of differential equations, but have not
yet specialized in one of the more advanced branches. It is not a
compendium of this vast subject (to which no single author could
do justice), but a selection of investigations of moderate length and
difficulty, illustrating those aspects of it which are most familiar
to myself. The first five chapters deal with properties common to
wide classes of equations, and the last five are devoted to a more
detailed examination of the hypergeometric equation, Laplace’s
linear equation, and the equations of Lamé and Mathieu. I have not
discussed systematically the equations of Legendre and Bessel, as
there are so many admirable accounts of them in English suitable
for students of every grade. On the other hand, I have thought it
well to devote a chapter to equations with constant coefficients. I find
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that candidates in university examinations have great difficulty in
constructing the solution of such equations which takes assigned
initial values, even when they can write down the complete primitive.
A very slight sketch of Heaviside’s method should enable them to
make short work of this problem, which is of great practical impor-
tance. Again, the theory of simultaneous equations with constant
coefficients gives an excellent opportunity of introducing in an easy
context the notion of invariant factors, which is of fundamental
importance in the Fuchsian theory.

The short bibliography and the footnotes serve both to acknow-
ledge my debt to the authorities and to guide the more ambitious
reader. Besides some of the great classical memoirs and the systematic
treatises of Forsyth, Heffter, and Schlesinger, the books from which I
have learnt most are Klein’s lectures on the icosahedron and on
the hypergeometric function, the masterly summaries of the general
theory in the works of Goursat, Jordan, and Picard, and the studies
of particular equations in Whittaker and Watson’s Modern Analysis.
Those who wish to learn more about existence-theorems should con-
sult the recent work of Kamke.

While I am solely responsible for the shortcomings of this book, I
gladly avail myself of this opportunity of expressing my profound
indebtedness to my former tutor, Mr. C. H. Thompson, whose lectures
at Queen’s College first aroused my interest in differential equations,
and later to Professor A. E. H. Love, who inspired and directed my
first efforts at rescarch. My interest in everything connected with
conformal representation and Schwarz’s equation was greatly stimu-
lated by discussions with Mr. J. Hodgkinson. I have received
valuable references and information on particular points from
Mr. W. L. Ferrar, Dr. F. B. Pidduck, Professor G. Pdélya, Professor
G. N. Watson, and Professor E. T. Whittaker, not to mention many
others who have courteously sent me offprints of their papers. My
pupil, Mr. G. D. N. Worswick, Scholar of New College, has been of
great assistance to me in reading the proofs. Last but not least,
I desire to thank the Delegates of the Clarcndon Press for accepting
the book, and the Staff for their unfailing skill and courtesy in

printing it. E.G.C.P.
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I

EXISTENCE THEOREMS. LINEARLY INDEPENDENT
SOLUTIONS

1. The Method of Successive Approximations

Standard Forms. AN ordinary differential equation is said to be in
the canonical form when the highest derivative of the unknown
function is given by an explicit formula

Yy = F(z;y,y0,y®,...,y""). o

This is evidently equivalent to a system of n simultaneous equations
of the first order

Dy, =y, nn = 12,..,n—1), }
Dy, = F(®;y, Ya-¥n) (D = ddz).

More generally, it may be shown that every well-determined system

of simultaneous diffcrential equations is equivalent to a normal

canonical system

Dy, = F(x;y,,Yg5e-, ¥p) (2= 1,2,...,0). (3)

Consider, for example, three equations ®; =0 (¢+=1,2,3), in

three unknowns (u, v, w) and their derivatives up to (w®, v®, w®). In
a domain where the Jacobian

= 9D, D, ;)
- a(u(o‘)’ v(ﬂ)’ w(’)'))
the equations can be solved for the three highest derivatives and

written in the canonical form
WO —F, P =@ =K (5)

and, on introducing auxiliary variables as in (1), we obtain a normal
canonical system of order (a-+pB-y). If, however, J = 0, the three
relations connecting (u®),v®, w®) are not algebraically independent,
and can be replaced by two equations involving the highest deriva-
tives, and one where they do not appear, say Q = 0. We then have
three possible cases.

(i) If Q = 0, the system is indeterminate, the three given equations
being algebraically equivalent to not more than two.

(ii) If Q does not vanish identically, but does not involve any of
4064 B

2

£0, (4)
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the unknowns or their derivatives, the system is ¢ncompatible, or
else the problem is incorrectly formulated.

(iii) If Q involves the unknowns and their derivatives of order
not higher than (u®-®), -9, %-x) suppose 1w-* is actually present.
Differentiating « times the relation Q = 0, we may eliminate all
derivatives of u above % from the system, without introducing
any new derivatives above v® or w®. The apparent order of the
system will thus be reduced by «, and the process may be repeated
if necessary until a well-determined system has been obtained.

Real Linear Systems. The most general normal canonical system
which is linear in the unknowns may be written in the standard form

(8n) Dy, =j§1aij(x)yj+fi(x) (¢=1,2,.,n),

the coefficients (a;;) and (f;) being any functions of x.
We shall assume in the first instance that the independent variable
z is essentially real; the coefficients and the unknowns may be com-
plex; but, if they are, we can separate real and imaginary parts and
obtain a purely real system of order 2n; accordingly we may assume
them to be real also, without essential loss of generality. The following
fundamental theorem is a particular case of Cauchy’s general exis-
tence theorem for non-linear systems.
THEOREM. If the coefficients of the real linear system (8,) are con-
tinuous in the finite interval (' < x < "), the system 1is identically
satisfied by functions with continuous dertvatives
Y =¢(2) (= 1,2,..,2),

which are uniquely determined by the arbitrary initial values
¢,(§) =M (z = 1,2,...,n)

at a point & = £ of the interval.

The simplest proof of Cauchy’s existence theorem for the most
general system is by Picard’s method of successive approximations,
which is particularly suitable for linear systems. It is closely con-
nected with methods used by Liouville (1837) and Caqué (1864), and
with the ‘calculus of integral matrices’ developed by Peano, Baker,
and Schlesinger.}

We take as a first approximation

¢z)=1n; (= 1,2,..,n), (6)

1 L. Schlesinger, Vorlesungen iber lineare Differentialgleichungen (1908).
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and construct further sets of functions according to the rule
¢ (@) = n,+ f [ 2 a0 +f0)] dt )

We shall show that the requu‘ed solution is
éi(x) = lim ¢ (x) (¢ = L,2,...,n). (8)
k—>o

To examine these limits, let us write them as infinite series

$i@) = it 3 [ —4¢ @) = 9t 3 UPE, ()
where s .
U f [ 2 2t t10)] de
N (10)
Uk (x) = 'zl f a; () UE=1(2) dt.
¢

Since (7;) are constants, and since the coefficients of the system
(8,,) are continuous, we can choose positive numbers A and M such
that n

@l <4, | 3 ey fie)] < Mnd, (11)

in the interval (¢’ << 2 < 2"). Now {U%(x)} are defined successively
as integrals of continuous functions, and are therefore themselves
continuous; and (10) and (11) give

UP@)] < Mndlz—¢] @ <z <) (12)
Suppose that, for a certain positive integer &, we have
[UO(@)] < MnkAle—E [k, (13)

Then the recurrence formulae (10) give the inequalities
n x
UV (@)] < 3 ! [ A dnkak|—g[F difk!
i=1
3

< Mnk Ak g —£[k+1)(k4-1)1; (14)

and since (13) is true for k£ = 1, it is true in general, by induction.
We now have uniformly in the entire interval

|UP ()] < MnFA*(x"—2' )k [k!; (15)

and so the terms of the series (9) are dominated by those of a series
of positive constants M exp[nd («"—a')], which is convergent. Hence
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the series {¢,(x)} converge uniformly in the interval and their sums
are continuous. Making & — oo in (7), we have

$i2) =t [ [ 3 ayp,00+£0) 2. (16)
§ Tt

By putting x = ¢, we verify the initial values ¢,(¢) = »;; and,
because the integrands (16) are continuous, we may differentiate
and so verify that y, = ¢;(z) is a solution of the system (S,,).

Uniqueness. If there were two sets of functions satisfying all
the conditions, their differences @,(x) = ¢;(x)—¢¥(x) (¢:=1,2,...,n)
would satisfy the relations

n x
:_z f ()D,(t) dt. (17)
=
¢
Since {®;(x)} are continuous, we can find an upper bound
D,(x)] < B (' <z<a2). (18)
By the; same argument as in (14) we can then prove by induction
that g (2)] < Brkdk|z—¢[F/k! < BrkAk(z"—z') k! (19)

for all positive integers k. By making k — co we have [@,(z)| < e,
uniformly in the interval, where € is an arbitrarily small constant.
Hence ®,(x) = 0, or the two solutions are identical.

2. Solutions in Power-Series

Analytic Linear Systems. The system (8,) is said to be analytic
if the coefficients (a;;) and (f,) are analytic functions of a real or
complex variable z, in the sense of Cauchy. A point 2 = ¢ where
every coefficient is holomorphic is called an ordinary point; all other
points are called singular. At an ordinary point the cocfficients can
be expanded as Taylor series:

=SaPe—of, S0 =3 Pe-8

which are convergent when |z—§| < d(£), where d(£) is the shortest
distance between ¥ = £ and the nearest singular point.

The following existence theorem consists of a particular case of
Cauchy’s existence theorem for analytic non-linear systems, together
with a rider by Fuchs specifying the radius of convergence of the
solution, when the system is linear.
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THEOREM. At an ordinary point x = £ the analytic linear system
(S,) is identically satisfied by n power-series

¥; = $(e) =k§ Ea—tf (i =1,2,.,7), @)

which are uniquely determined by the initial values ¢;(€) = n;. These
series are convergent when |x—¢§| < d(€), where d(€) is the shortest
distance between x = ¢ and the nearest singular point.

To obtain a formal solution we substitute the power-series (2) in
the initial conditions and in the system (S,), and equate coefficients
of like powers of (x—¢) on both sides. The initial conditions give
first = G=12,.,2), 3)
and then we have
(k+1)cfE+D = i; S a4 f0  (1=1,2,.,n;k=0,1,2,..). (4)

j=18=0
It is evident, by induction with respect to k, that every coefficient
is uniquely determined.

Let « be any point where |z—¢&| =17 <d(f)=d, and let
R = }(r+d) < d. The series (1) for the coefficients are absolutely
convergent when [zt—¢| < R; so that we can choose a positive
number M such that

o | BE, |fP|RF < M. (5)
The relations (4) then yield the inequalities
n k
(k+1)ef+0| < MR 3 3 Relef?|+1]. (6)
j=18=0

If we put ¢® = f [cf®], we obtain from (6) by adding
i=1
k
(k4-1)c+D < nMR—k[ 3 Rsc<s>+1]. (7)
8=0

We shall clearly obtain a dominant power-series

3 -8 < 3 Pe—EF <3 CWE—E (®)

={) K=o k=0
if we put CO = ¢©, and then

(k+1)Ck+) = nMR—-k[

k
> Bowt]. (9)
8=0

But this gives
(k+1)C%+D) = n M C®+ R-1C®, (10)
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Ck+v . Tk+nMR 1
= st . 11
and hence hl’i i ’}Lni[ (k—{-l)R] b7 (11)
Hence the dominant series > C®(x—£)* and, a fortiori, the n series
(2) are absolutely convergent if |z—¢| =7 < B < d. The series

> O®(x—¢)F is determined by the differential equation
_&1-t
DY = nM[l_(‘ER§)] (Y+1), (12)

and the initial value Y = ¢©, when x = £ By separation of the
variables we have the solution

G [ | (13)

and this explains the binomial recurrence formula (10).

This investigation shows that the solutions of a linear analytic
gystem are holomorphic at all finite points of the plane where the
coefficients are holomorphic. Accordingly the singularities of the
solutions are known @ priori by inspection of the coefficients. This
fundamental property was pointed out by Fuchs.

!
3. Linearly Independent Solutions
Combination of Solutions. If y; = ¢,(x) and y; = ¢*(z) are a.ny
two solutions of the linear system (S,), then y; = ¢,(x)—¢¥(z) is a
solution of the corresponding homogeneous system

(8%) Dy; =3 aylay; (i =1,2...,m)

We therefore require only one particular integral of (S,), together
with the complete primitive of (S¥).
If we have m solutions of the homogeneous system (S})

y‘l = ¢1J(x) (7’ = 172,"', n; j = ]) 2:'“’m)1 (1)
another solution is
m
Y :jglchsij(x) (1/ = 11 2,...,71), (2)

where (c;) are any constants. The solutions (1) are said to be linearly
connected if constants (not all zero) exist such that

jnzmlc,.@,(x) =0 (i=12..,n) (3)

THEOREM. The necessary and sufficient condition that m solutions
(1) of the homogeneous system (S¥) should be linearly connected is that
the rank of the matrix ($;y(x)) should be less than m.
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The condition is necessary; for, if the relations (3) hold, every
m-rowed determinant of the matrix vanishes. Suppose now that the
condition is satisfied and that the rank is k (k < m,k << n). We can
number the variables and solutions so that the determinant
Corresponding to any solution y; = ¢,,(x) of the set, we can find a
unique set of multipliers (u,,) such that

bis(x) = flujsqSij(x) ¢=12,..,n;8=12,.m), (5)
=

these relations being compatible, because every determinant of
(k1) rows of the matrix vanishes. On introducing this solution in
(8%), the terms multiplied by (u;,) cancel, leaving

zigbij(x)Dujg =0 (1=1,2,.,n); (6)

and, because A; # 0, we must have
Du;, = 0, u;5 = constant, (7)
so that the condition is sufficient.

At an ordinary point x = ¢ we can construct » solutions, taking
arbitrary initial valucs such that the determinant A(¢) = [¢,,(¢)| # 0,
and these solutions are necessarily linearly independent. Since k < n,
every other solution can be written in the form

Y =jzlcj¢ij(x) (7’ = 1: 2,...,7&), (8)
where (c;) are constants. Any such system of » linearly independent

solutions is called a fundamental system.

Jacobi’s Determinant. The determinant A = |¢,(z)| of any =
solutions of the homogeneous system (S}) can be evaluated by means
of an auxiliary differential equation. In an interval or domain where
{a;;(x)} are continuous we have

05=3 By

& & W
ST .
= Zl ;=Z1 IZI a ¢@; a;(x) b (x)

=3 S a3 w0 | ©)

i=1j=1 k=1
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If we introduce the Kronecker deltas
3;=1, 8,;=0 (15£9), (10)
and use the property that a determinant with two identical rows
vanishes, we may write

.DA = igl 7§laij(x)8“ A

=[S au@]a. a1

This is integrated by separating the variables and gives Jacobi’s
result

Ax) = A(f)exp[}‘sl f a(t) dt]- (12)
=l

Hence, either A(x) = 0, and the » solutions are linearly connected;
or else A(x) # 0 in the entire interval of continuity, the exponential
factor being neither zero nor infinite. Thus the necessary and
sufficient condition for a fundamental system is that A(£) £ 0 at
any ong point of the interval.

Method of Variation of Parameters. If a fundamental system
of solutions of the homogeneous system (S¥) is known, the non-
homogeneous system (S,) is soluble by quadratures. Since
A = |¢y(x)] # 0, a set of multipliers (u;) is uniquely determined
by the relations

Y: =j§1uj ¢1,'j(x) (z=12,..,n). (13)

On substituting these expressions in (8,) and cancelling terms multi-
plied by (u;), there remain the relations

n
jzl¢ij(x)Duj = fl(x) (': = 1; 2)-") n)’ (14)
which give uniquely

1 oA
Du; = Z 3 5,1 (15)

For the principal solution y; = ®,(z;¢), determined by the condi-
tions y; = 0 at x = £, we must have also w; = 0 at z = ¢; and

(15) accordingly gives
1 6A(t) £
Z f A(t) a¢t, ’ (16)
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and (13) now becomes, with a change of suffixes,

P S S R S0
yk—cb,,(x,f)-;; AQ) 2, PO & AT

We can write this in the form
;€)= 3 f bl OO d (b =1,2,.,m),  (18)
&

n
where dpi(x;t) == > Ktt) a;:g t)¢k,(x) (6, k = 1,2,...,n). (19)
If ¢ is regarded as a constant, y, = ¢,,(x;¢) is a solution of the
homogeneous system (S}), taking at & = ¢ the values ¢;(¢;¢) = ;.
Since the determinant of these values is unity, the solutions
Y = bri(x;t) (3, k= 1,2,...,n) are a fundamental system, which
can be constructed directly from the initial conditions at x = ¢ and
then introduced in (18).

The method can also be used to reduce by m the order of the
homogeneous system (S}), when m linearly independent solutions
are known. Let the variables be numbered so that the determinant
A, = |gyE)] #£0 (4,5 = 1,2,...,m), and let us put

m
Y; :z u; ii(x) (z=1,2,.,m),
- 1 (20)
Yi =jzluj¢i,-(x)+YL- (¢ = m+1,...,n).
These relations give (u;) and (Y;) uniquely. Substituting, and can-
celling the terms in (u;), we have

S 4,@Du, = 3 ap@V, (G=12..,m)
i=1 k=m+1

D dij(@)Du;+DY; = ¥ ay@)Y;, (i =mt1,...,0).
i=1 k=m+1
The first set gives, since A,, # 0,
o 1 oA
Du; = g (@)Y (22)
’ k=m+1i=1 Ap, 05

and when these values are substituted in the second set, we get
a homogeneous system of order (n—m) of the type

DY,= 3 A @V (i=m-+1,.,n) (23)
k=m+1

4064 fs]
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If this system can be solved, (u;) can then be obtained from (22) by
quadratures.

4. Wronskian Determinants

Linearly Connected Functions. The functions {¢,(x)} are said to
be linearly connected if constants (c;) not all zero exist such that
> c;¢i(x) = 0. If there are n functions, which are differentiable
(n—1) times, we have the relations

S ) =0 (j=1,2..m) M
i=1
and on eliminating (c;) we obtain the determinantal relation
IV(‘lsls ¢2:"': ¢n) = ‘751 ¢2 s ¢n =0. (2)
Dé, D, . . . D¢,
Dn—1¢1 Dn—1¢2 . . . Dn—1¢n

The vanishing of this expression, which is called a Wronskian
determinant, is thus a necessary condition for the functions to be
linearly connected. The converse is true only with qualifications.
We suppose that W(¢,,ds,...,¢,) = 0, and that therc is no sub-set
of (n—1) functions whose Wronskian vanishes identically. For, if
there were, we could reason on the sub-set. We can then prove the
following

THEOREM. If n functions {¢,(x)} are differentiable (n—1) times,

and if Wy, dyeees ) = 0, but W(dy, gy p—y) % 0 in a certain
interval, then the functions are connected by a linear relation with
constant coefficients, which is valid in the entire tnterval.

We can determine uniquely multipliers (u;) such that
n—1
‘Dj-l(ﬁn(x) = Z U Di—l¢i(x) (.7 = 1’ 2:'": n)' (3)
i=1

By combining the jth relation with the derivative of the (j—1)th,
we have

n—1
> Du; Di-g(x) =0 (j=1,2,.,n—1); (4)
i=1
and because W(¢,,d,,...,,_1) # 0, we must have Du; = 0, and so
n—=1
$n(x) = 3 c;di(x) (c; = constant). (8)
i1

The relation can be extended to any interval where the derivatives
exist and where all the Wronskians of sub-sets of (n—1) functions
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nowhere vanish simultaneously. The necessity for the condition
was indicated by Peano, and may be simply illustrated. Consider
two functions with continuous derivatives defined as follows:
¢y () = 222, $a(x) = 2* (@ = 0); } (6)
h@) =2t ) =2  @<O).
Then $y(z) = 24y(x) (¢ 3> 0), but ¢y(x) = ds(e) (@< 0). The
theorem is inapplicable to any interval containing x = 0, because
¢1(0) = 0 = ¢,(0), so that the subsidiary condition is not satisfied,
although W(¢,,$,) = 0. If, however, the functions are analytic, and
if 3 ¢;¢;(x) = 0in any finite interval, the relation holds everywhere,
by the principle of analytical continuation.

The General Linear Homogeneous Equation. If the n functions
{¢,(x)} are differentiable n times, and if W(¢;, dy...,¢,) 7= 0 in a
certain interval or domain, then the expression y = 3 ¢; ,(x), where
(c;) are constants, must satisfy the relation

}V (7517 ¢2> ¢’ ) y)
mIal =0, (7)
¢1a ‘/’z» i ¢n
The form of this relation is unchanged if {¢,(x)} are replaced by n
linearly independent combinations with constant coefficients

Z) = Zn cij¢j(x) (i = 1,2,...,7L), (8)

where the determinant |cl]| # 0. For, by the rule for multiplying
determinants, we have

Icij”’V(‘ﬁvS{’z, sbn) = W(@y,D,,..,D,),

9
Oy ares b ) = W (D1, Dy 0y 9), ®)

¢y

0

and hence
IV(‘)‘ISI’ ¢2""_’ ¢n7y) — W((Dl»(DQ"“:(Dn: ?/) (10)
IV(¢17 ¢2’ Ty ¢n) IV((DI’ (Dzs-' ] (I)n)

Conversely, consider any homogeneous equation
(E%) Dry-+p (@)D" 1y~ 4-pu(2)y = O, (11)
and suppose that {¢;(x)} are n known linearly independent solutions,

so that W(d,, ds,...,$,) # 0 in a certain interval.
Eliminating {p.(x)} from (11) and the equations satisfied by

@l wehave g 4o ry) = O; (12)
and, since we assumed that W(¢,, $s,..., $,) 7 0, Wronski’s theorem
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shows that the most general solution of (11) is of the form
n
y = > ¢;$;(x), where (c;) are constants.
=1

Every solution of (E}) is accordingly expressible in terms of any
get of n linearly independent solutions, which are called a funda-
mental system.

5. The General Linear Equation

The Complete Primitive. We shall now specialize some of the
preceding results for the particular system

Dyi =¥Yin (i = 1,2,...,7L—1),
])yn+ _glpn—i«u(x)yi = f(x):

which is equivalent to the general linear equation
(,) Dry+py(@) D"ty +...+p,()y = f(z)

If « is real and all the coefficients arc continuous in the interval
(" < x < a"), there is a solution with n continuous derivatives,
which, is uniquely determined by the arbitrary initial values
Diy = n® (¢ =0,1,...,2—1) at any point x = ¢ of the interval. If
x is real or complex and the coefficients are analytic, the solution is
analytic and has no singularities in the finite part of the plane,
except at singularities of the coefficients.

The difference of any two solutions of (E,), say y = ¢(x)—¢*(x),
satisfies the corresponding homogeneous equation

(E7) Dy+-py @)D"ty + ... +p,(x)y = 0.

We therefore require only one particular integral of (E,), together
with a complementary function which is the complete primitive of
(E7).

The Abel-Liouville Formula. The analogue of Jacobi’s deter-
minant for the system (1) is the Wronskian W(¢,, ¢s,...,¢,) of any
n solutions of the homogeneous equation (£}). By a double applica-
tion of the rule that determinants with two rows identical vanish,

we have
b=, [2 aqw w0

S W 4oa)
; ¢£ 1)

(1)

I
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== n[3 gt

S —plm[_ﬁ aqf(ff;,qs‘"—” )|

= —py@)W. )
Separating the variables and integrating, we have

Wie) = W(ghexp| - j pilt)dt], (3)

a result due to Abel for » = 2 and to L10uv1lle in general. In a finite
domain where p,(x) is continuous, W(é,,ds,...,$,) vanishes either
identically or not at all. The necessary and sufficient condition that
n solutions {¢;(z)} should form a fundamental system of solutions of
(E¥) is that their Wronskian should not vanish at one point 2 = §,
chosen at random in the domain.

Method of Variation of Parameters. To solve the non-homogeneous
equation (#,), knowing a fundamental system of solutions of (£}),
we put

Dy = S u, Dilgy(z) (5 = 1,2,...,m). (4)
v=1

These relations give unique values for (u;), since W(dy, ds,..., $,) 7% 0.
By combining (4) and their derivatives we now find

0 =3 Du, Di-lgyz) (= 1,2,.n—1), (5)
<1
and Dry = i [u; D¢ y(x)+Du; D*-1,(x)]. (6)
=

When the expressions (4) and (6) for the unknown and its deriva-
tives are substituted in (#,), terms multiplied by (%;) cancel, leaving

3 Du; D) = fo). ™
From (5) and (7) we now get
_ 1 W) .
Du; = f(x )W(x) 2D (¢=1,2,...,m). (8)

If the principal solution at x = ¢, say y = O(x;€), is determined by
the conditions Di-ly = 0 (j = 1,2,...,n) when x = £, we find that
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u; =0 (1=1,2,.,n) when = ¢{&. Hence

F f) oW
w= [ e @
3

WORLOP
(3 ¢) = zqsl() W g @ (10)

If ¢ is a constant, the expression

< ¢ ‘___x) aW(t (1)

18 that solution of the homogeneous equation (E}), which is deter-
mined by the initial values
Di-ly =0, whenz=1¢ (j=1,2,.,n—1);
(12)
Dr-ly =1, whenz =={.
With this definition of ¢(x;¢) we obtain a formula of great impor-
tance for the principal solution, which is due to Cauchy, namely,
i

z; &) = f¢(x;t)f(t) dt. (13)
3

We can also apply the method of variation of parameters to reduce
a homogeneous equation (E}), when we know m independent solu-
tions (m < n); a simpler method will be given later, so that the
details will be left as an exereise. If W(éy, ds,..., b,) # 0, we write

Di-ty = 3 u, D=1 (x) (j = 1,2,...,m),
i1

L (14)
Dirty = 3w, DG @) +Y; (= metL,m),
in the normal canonical system (1), where now f(z) == 0.
We have (n—1) relations
3 Du, DIl () = 0 (= 1,2,.,m—1),
=1 . (15)
= Ym+1 (.7 = m),

=Y,,—DY; (j=m+l1,.,n-1),
and also the relation

Dr =Z[uiD”¢z Y+ Du, D¢, (x)]+ DY, (16)
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From (14), (16), and (E}) we find

ingui Dn_l¢i(x)+DYn+7:ZTpr(x)Yn — (17)

On eliminating (Du;) between (15) and (17), we have a canonical
gystem of order (n—m) in (¥;), which can be replaced by a single
homogeneous equation of order (n—m) for Y, ,,; while (14) gives

_ Wi do-r bmy)
Ym+1 B W(¢1’ ¢25"': ‘ﬁm) ’ (18)

so that Y., (regarded as an expression in y) is the left-hand side of
the equation of order m admitting the given solutions.

EXAMPLES. I

1. Reduce to canonical systems the pairs of equations
[Dy+Dz+y =1, *y-E D%tz = 0].
2. The system
Dy = F\(z,y,z), D% = Fyx,y,2, Dy, Dz)
is in general of the second order. Show by examples that it may be (i) indetor-
minate, (1i) incomnpatible, or (iii) of order lower than the second.

3. Show by the method of successive approximations that the equation
Dy = a(x)y is satisfied by

@
Y = nexp[fa(t) dt];
¢
and that the equation Dy = a(x)y--f(x) is satisfied by

Yy = ff(s)exp[fa(t) dt] ds. .
é 8

4. Solve from first principles tho systems:
(i) Dy = ay; y =1, when x = 0.
(i) Dy = ay/(1+x); y == 1, when z = 0.
(iii) Dy =2, Dz = —y; y = A,z = B, whenx = 0.
(iv) Du=v,Dv =w, Dw =u; u = 4,v = B, w = C, whenz = 0.
5. If y; = ¢y(x) is a set of m solutions (m < n) of the homogeneous system
(S¥), and if constants (c,) not all zero exist such that

m
2o =0 (i=12.m)
<
for a particular value £, then % ¢, py(x) = 0.
1=1

6. If (¢,(x)) is a matrix of n? arbitrary differentiable functions, whose
determinant does not vanish identically, then there is a unique homogeneous
system (S}) admitting the n solutions y; = ¢y(x) (4,5 = 1,2,...,n). If the
determinant vanishes identically, the system (Sj) does not exist unless the
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functions are connected by relations with constant coefficients
n
jzlc_,#.»ﬁ(x) =0 (¢=1,2,.,n)

If the rank of the matrix is &, any (k 1 1) solutions must be connected by rela-
tions with constant coefficients. When these conditions are satisfied, the system
(S%) is indeterminate.

7. The homogeneous system (S%) cannot admit m linearly independent
m

solutions y; = ¢,(z), and also a solution y; == 3 wu;d,(x), where (u,) are not
=1

constants.
8. If (y,) is a solution of the homogeneous system (Sy) and the determinant

n
loi(@)| # 0, then Y, == a,(x)y; satisfy another homogencous system of
1=1

n
order n. The expression Y - ¥ oy (2)y,, with cocflicients differentiable » times,
i=1

satisfies a linear homogencous equation of order n or less.

9. SySTEMS WITH CERTAIN KNowN SoruTions. If the homogeneous system
(S¥) has (n—1) known solutions y; = ¢,(x), which are linearly independent,
show that for any other solution

Y1s Yas cees Yn
' n H
f b B | C eXP[ z f“n(“ ‘1‘]'
. . i=l
3

(}Sl(n—x)’ ¢z(n-l)’ 00y ¢n(n-1)
Complete the solution of the system by quadratures, using the method of
variation of parameters.
10. The homogencous equation (£}f) has (n—1) known independent solu-
tions. Show that any other solution satisfics the ecuation of order (n—1)

W1 dares pnr ) == CvXP[— fT P(8) dt],
3

which 1s soluble by quadratures.

11. If ¢,(x) is a known solution of the homogencous equation (E¥), show
that the equation can be simplified by d’Alembert’s substitution y = ¢,(x)u;
and that it is reduced to an equation of order (n— 1) by Fuchs’s substitution
¥ = ¢y() [ zda.

12. ReMovaL oF A Term. If tho equation (E¥) is transformed by writing
Y= uexp[—%fpl(x) da:], the equation satisfied by » has no term in D" 'u.
If in (E£}) we take a new independent variable z = i)(x), determined by the
relation n(n—1)"(x)-+2p,(x))’'(x) = 0, the new cquation satisfied by y has
no term in d""ly/dz""1,

13. Every solution of the non-homogencous equation (k) satisfies the
homogeneous equation of order (n+1)

Sf(@)[D* 1y +p, Dy (pi+p) D™y + ...+ pryl —
—f'(@)[D"y+p, D"y + ... +pyayl = 0.
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14. Solve D%y — (2z-+1)Dy+(x+ 1)y = 0, given that the quotient of two
particular integrals is 2.

15. Solve (28+22)D%+aDy—(x+1)% = 0, given that the product of two
particular integrals is constant.

16. CAUCHY’s FORMULA FOR A REPEATED INTEGRAL. Show that the principal
solution of D"y = f(x), dctermined by the conditions Di-ly = 0 (¢ = 1,2,...,»)
when © = £, i3

= t)dt.
y= j R0
Hence obtain Cauchy’s form of the remainder in Taylor’s theorem

$lz) = ¢(§)+ ¢(§ +. +( EiINE) n (:L—t )1h(1) @

C(n—1)t (n—1)!
£
17. If Fy(x) ~= f(x), _f T—1(t) dt, prove by integration by parts that
, @=""f1) ,
e £,

18. Give another proof of Cauchy’s formula by means of the relation

thoy

x t x x 2
f dt, f dty ... f S(t,) dt,, — f dt,, f dby_y ... f F(tn) dty.
0 0 0 0 tn tl

4064 D



II
EQUATIONS WITH CONSTANT COEFFICIENTS

6. Heaviside’s Solution of Cauchy’s Problemt

Introduction. THE simplest class of linear differential equations are
those with constant coefficients, which can be solved with the aid
of elementary functions. But the systems occurring in mecchanical
and electrical problems may be very complicated, and give scope for
labour-saving symbolical methods. If we require a particular solution
taking assigned initial values, the operational calculus of Heaviside
affords the most appropriate shorthand for the method of successive
approximations. If we require the complete primitive with the
arbitrary constants of integration displayed in the simplest form, but
without reference to any particular set of initial values, the most
effective method is the symbolical calculus of Boole.

Solution in Power-Series. The homogeneous system with constant

coefficiehts n
Dy; = Yayy; (i=12..n) (1)
j=1

is analytic and free from singularities in the finite part of the plane.
In the neighbourhood of a typical point # = 0 the solutions can be
expanded in power-series, which will converge for all finite values of
2. Let us write these in the form

©

k.

Y = dy(x) = chwm (@ =1,2,..,n). (2)
k=0

Then the solution taking the values y; = 7; at « = 0 is given by the

relations n
¢® =, cfk+D) =,Zlauc§"’- (3)
is

Let (a{¥) be the kth power of the matrix (a;;), and let ({’) denote the
unit matrix (3;;), whose elements are Kronecker deltas. By the multi-
plication rule we have
n n
aft = Zaafs ol = 3 aiPaf. (@

1 J. R. Carson, Electrical Circuit Theory and the Operational Calculus (New York,
1926); H. Jeffroys, Operational Methods in Mathematical Physics (Cambridge, 1927);
E. J. Berg, Rechnung mit Operatoren (Munich and Berlin, 1932); P. Humbert, Le
calcul symbolique (Paris, 1934).
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Then the relations (3) give

o) =3 ay, (i=1,2..,mk=0,1,.,00); (5)
and = n - o®
=2 2]
Al
=3 dy@n; (=1,2.m), (6)

where y; = ¢,;() is the solution with the initial values ¢;;(0) = §;; at
the origin.

If every element of the matrix (a;;) has the upper bound |a;;| < 4,
then |a{| < n¥-14F for positive integers k. Hence the series (6) are
absolutely convergent for all finite values of z, and at least as rapidly
as exp(ndzx). To solve the non-homogeneous system

v = 3 0GuHE) (=1, 2m) -

we observe that y; = ¢, (x—?) is the solution of the homogeneous
system (1) which takes the initial values y; = 9;; at any given point
x = t. Applying the method of variation of parameters as in § 3, we
see that

=,§J $ile—0f0 dt G =1,2,.,n) (8)

is the principal solution of (7), given by y; = 0 when z = 0.

Heaviside Operators. To confirm these results by the method of
successive approximations, we introduce the notation

= f f(t) dt. (9)

By Cauchy’s formula for a repeated integral, we have, for positive

integers m, P fos

pi flz) = f dt, f dt,. f f(t,) e,
xT
f f(t) dt. (10)
0
If f(x) = 1, we may omit the operand and write simply
1 m
7=l (11)

Ml
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Proceeding exactly as in § 1, we write the solution as a uniformly con-

vergent series ¥, = 7,+ Z U (x), where

UP(a [ 2 @ H@)],
n (12)
Uki(z) = > S UP(z).
) Z U]
Since the operation of integration is commutative with that of multi-
plication by a constant, we find that (12) are satisfied by

(k) (k—1)
0P = > |G+ L p] (13)
=1

and the solution is

Y = i [za( )]7/;+ z [z S, ] (14)

i=
Using the rules (10) and (11) to 1nterpret these operators, we find,
exactly ps in (6) and (8),

oS [5rEhs 357 s

Jj=1
uJ 2,
= 2 dulehnt 2 J ue—0i0 . (15)
= =0
Summation of the Series. Consider the auxiliary series
o
w; = - (G=12..,n), (16)
2

which are certainly convergent if [A] > nA4. By reason of (3), these
are found to satisfy the relations

n
Aw;—1;) :i__z_lajiwt (J=12..,n), (17)
which may be written
tg‘)()\éi —a)w, = Ay; (§=1,2,..,n). (18)

If AQA) = [X8;;—a;;| is the determinant of this system of linear
algebraic equations and A;(A) the minor of the element [A5;,—a;;],
we have n

w, = Z'\_Aji()\)m (i=1,2,..,n). (19)
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We can now write (14) symbolically in the form

Z B o) (20)

Since A(p) is of degree n and {A;;(p)} are at most of degree (n—1), the
opcrators can be expanded formally in negative integral powers of
p and interpreted term by term.

Heaviside’s Partial-Fraction Rule. The expansions of the operators
may be found by resolving {A;;(p)/A(p)} into partial fractions, which
are interpreted as follows.

P~ (mtr—1)lor
P Z(

(p—af = 2 (m—1)irl e
® o xmAr-1 am-1 .
= 2 =i = -
1 = (mAr—1)lar
=@ = 2 iyt

r(x_t)err -1
2f (m—1)tr! fo i

__t m-1
f "™ eae-0f(1) dt
0

(m—1)!
— ea:c [e-a:cf(x ]. (22)

If A,_i(p) is the H.C.F. of all the first minors {A;(p)}, and if
A(p)/A, -1 (p) is divisible by (p—a), then the solution involves terms
of the types z%¢** (s =0,1,2,...,r—1).

Non-Commutative Operators. The operator p, of which only nega-
tive integral powers have been defincd, is not identical with D, nor
are the two operators commutative. For we have

le(x) = fo(t) dt = f(x),

x

= [f(0) dt = f(x)—f(0);

0



22 EQUATIONS WITH CONSTANT COEFFICIENTS Chap.II, §6

Wl 1
Dr 2 f@) = f@) (0 >m) ”
= Dmnf(@) (m > n);
1 4 m— .
}—)—,,—,D'"f(x)=f(x)~f(0)—%f (O)— o= L m00); (25)
,,D'"f )~f(x " foe) a. (26)

Summary. The practical rule for solving the system (7) with given
initial values is first to integrate between the limits 0 and z, and
write

e N, 1 = 1,2,..,m). .27
ys m+}_§py,+pf,<x) (1= 1,2..,n) (27)

This is a system of integral equations equivalent to the given differ-
ential equations plus the given initial conditions. We now solve (27)
formally as linear equations in (y;), as though p were a number. This
gives the formulae (20), which are to be interpreted by Heaviside’s
partial-fraction rule.

7. Operators in D and §

Linear Operators. If we write
F(Dy_[ZaD" ']y—‘ZaD" iy, (1)

where (a,) are constants, the expression F(D) is called a linear operator
with constant coeffictents. Since the differential operator D is commu-
tative with constants, we have

F(D)G(D)y = L‘Zn:o“f D'H][ g b; D]y

nm
—_ z za b Dm+n— z-iy

i=0j=0
m+n k

E [za bk ]Dm+n ky
= G(D)F(D)y, by symmetry. (2)

Hence such operators are commutative with one another.
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Again, by Leibnitz’s theorem, we have

m
Dm[euzy] — z (:’:L)Drea:z:Dm—ry

r=0
< [m
= e%* ZO (r)a’l)m"y
= e**(D+a)"y, 3)
and so, for any polynomial in D,
F(D)[e**y] = e*=F(D+a)y. (4)

Homogeneous Equations. The algebraic equation F(A) = 0 is called
the characteristic equation of the differential equation F(D)y = 0. If
its roots are known, we may write F(D) = a,[[(D—2;), with the
factors in any order. If A = J; is a root of multiplicity »,, we may
write the equation as

F(Dy = F{D)(D—Xyy] = 0, (5)

and this is certainly satisfied if
(D—=X)my = 0, (6)
or if eMz Drie-hizy] = 0. (7)

A particular integral with =, arbitrary constants is therefore
y = eM¥ Pu=D(x) where P~D(z) is an arbitrary polynomial of degree
(n;—1). Taking all the roots in turn, we have a solution with » arbi-

trary constants y = geaﬂpgn‘_l)(x). (8)
@

We can prove that this is the complete primitive by evaluating the
Wronskian determinant of the n solutions corresponding to the =
constants; if this is not zero, the solutions must be linearly inde-
pendent. In the first place we have
W(eh=, Mz, en7) = e Zhz| 1 1.1
A A LA,
Ail-l Xg—l . A:—l
=eZhe TI (=2, (9)
1<8<r<n
which is an identity in (A;) as well as in 2. This expression does not
vanish if (A;) are all unequal.
If we differentiate with respect to A,, and then put A, = A;, we have
n
W(ehz, xehie, ez . 7)) = 1eZM T L—A)%. TI (A—A). (10)
r=3 3

<8<r<n
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If we now differentiate twice with respect to A3, and then put A; = A,,
we have
W (M2, zeh®, a%ehe, hx ., eM7)
= 120eEN TT =AY, TT A=A (11)
r=4 4<s<r<n
and the Wronskian corresponding to any combination of equal roots
of the characteristic equation may be evaluated in the same way.

Non-Homogeneous Equations. To solve F(D)y = f(x), we construct
the algebraic partial fraction identity

1 ng O(T)
= I 12
) = 2 2 oAy e

This gives an identity between operator polynomials

=> ﬁ}(D)[ElC&"(D—M)“"’]

(1)

or 1 =3 FOWD) s, (13)
where {F,(D)} are defined as Lin (5). We can accordingly write
fle) = %E(D)lﬁ;(l))ﬂx) = %E(j))fi(x); (14)
and the equation F(D)y = f(x) can now be satisfied by putting
y=2ys¥here  ppy — BODIf(e), (15)
or E(D)(D—X)"y;—fi(x)] = 0. (16)
These relations are certainly satisfied if
(D—=)"y; = fi(), 7

and so the problem is reduced to the solution of ‘simple equations’
of the type (17).
To solve (D—A)ky = f(x), we write it as

DHe-ey] = e~Mf(x). (18)
The solution is now given by k integrations, which may be rcduced
to a single integration by Cauchy’s formula, if we ignore constants
of integration. The latter yield only terms duplicated in the com-
plementary function. We write symbolically

y = (—D—i—mf(m) = e felaf(z)], (19)
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The practical rule derived from this discussion is to resolve formally
into partial fractions the inverse operator

ng

1 oy :
V= 2 2 sy e

® r=1
and to interpret each symbolical fraction by the rule given in (19).

Equations Soluble without Quadratures. For many important appli-
cations the right-hand side is of the form

J) = ;e"”‘/f,'(x), (21)

where (u;) may be complex, and where {i,(x)} are polynomials. It is
sufficient to solve the typical cquation

F(Dyy = erjz). (22)
If J(x) is of degree (m—1), the right-hand side is annihilated by
(D—p)™; and so the solution of (22) is included in that of

(D—p)y"F(D)y = 0. (23)

If we write down the complete primitive of (23), and then omit terms
annihilated by F(D), we find that there is a particular integral of the
form y = et"x(x), where y(x) is a polynomial of degree (m—1), if
F(u) # 0, or of degree (m--k—1), if X = p is a k-tuple root of
F) = 0.

We could, of course, find y(x) by the method of indeterminate
coefficients; but this is unnecessarily tedious. The required particular
integral is to satisfy both the equations

F(D)y = erf(z),  (D—p)"ry = 0. (24)

If F(D) = (D—p)*G(D), let us construct by the H.C.F. process the
identity between polynomials

AD)GD)+BD)YD—p™ = 1, (25)

where A(D) is of degree (m—1) in D. If we operate with 4(D) on the
first of the equations (24) and with B(D) on the second and add, we

find (D—p)ry = A(D)ern(x); (26)
so that, if y = er%y(x), we get
Dy(x) = A(D+pp(). (27)

The operator A(D+-p) can be found without calculating B(D); for
4064 )
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the identity (25) corresponds to a relation between rational functions:

1 _ B(u+h)hm
1 Ay Bl
e s R AR (i 3 —
—_ m— I "
= Aut-Ayh b Aghp o Ao SR (28)

Hence A(u+ %) is identical with the first m terms of the Taylor expan-
gion of 1/G(u+h) in ascending powers of k. Since 4, = 1/G(u) is
neither zero nor infinite, the expression

[Ag+A4; D+ Ay D¥+...+ A, D Th(x) = ¢*(2) (29)
is a polynomial of the same degree (m—1) as (x). The required poly-
nomial y(r) = D-¥%J*(x) may be written down by inspection, or as
the result of & successive integrations. The constants of integration
correspond to terms already accounted for in the complementary
function. The practical rule for solving (22), where () is a poly-
nomial, is to write

1 T, 1 — x 1 B
y= ’F(D*)[e“ P(x)] = et F(D;"‘L‘)'*/‘(x); (30)

and to,expand the operator in ascending powers of D, omitting all
terms which annihilate (),

Yy = eyxﬁ[Ao“}—AlD"}"~~~+Am~1Dm~1]¢‘(w)
— onr 1% P*)  (f Dm(x) = 0). (31)

Euler’s Homogeneous Equation. The equation
a2 D"y +a,a" 1Dty - +a,y = f(x), (32)
where (a,) are constants, can be reduced to an equation with constant
coefficients by putting x = ¢. If 8 = d/dt = xd/dx, we can prove by
induction the well-known identity

amDmy = §(6—1)...(8—m—-1)y; (33)
and so (32) can be transformed into
bod"y+b,8"Yy+...4+-b,y = f(€). (34)

Corresponding to (4), we have the rule F(3)(x%y) = 2*F(6+a)y.
If (6—o;)™ is a factor of the operator with constant coefficients
F(3), then a solution of F(8)y = 0 is given by y = x* P{—(logx),
where P{m-D(logz) is an arbitrary polynomial of degree (n;—1) in
logz.t

1 The reader should investigate directly the Wronskian determinant of the solu-
tions of F(8)y = 0.
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As an exercise in these operators, we observe that the equation

Dy = f(x) may also be written in the form

8(8—1)...( —n+1)y = a™f(x). (35)
By resolving into partial fractions the expression

1

Ty A (36)
and interpreting the inverse operators, we obtain another proof of
Cauchy’s formula for a repeated integral

_DL" (x) = f (;f;j);;:!—lf(s) ds + a polynomial of degree (n—1). (37)

8. Simultaneous Equations. Invariant Factorst
Characteristic Equation. Consider the homogeneous system

=3 FDlyy =0 (i=1,2..m), (1)

where (F;;(D)) is a matrix of linear operators with constant coefficients
whose determinant A(D) = |F;(D)| is of degree N. If we add the
results of operating on the cquations with the minors of the elements
of the kth column of the determinant, we eliminate all the unknowns
except one, which is found to satisfy the equation

AD)y, =0 (k=1,2,.,n). (2)
The corresponding algebraic equation A(A) = 0 is calléd the charac-
teristic equation of the system. Suppose first that the roots (A,) are
unequal. Then we must have

N
Y= € (k= 1,2,..,n), (3)
r=1
and, on substituting these expressions in (1), we get
Nron .
>[3 B0 ] =0 (i=12..m) )
r=14j=

The coefficients of (¢>*) must vanish separately, since these functions
are linearly independent; and so we have for each root » relations

lef’,-,-(/\,)cj, =0 (1=1,2,.,n) (5)
=

for we have, on the one hand, A(A,) = |F;;(A,)| = 0; while, on the

1 C. Jordan, Cours d’analyse, 3, 175-9; M. Bocher, Higher Algebra, 262-78; H. W.
Turnbull and A. C. Aitken, Canonical Matrices, 19-31, 176-8.
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other hand, at least one first minor of the determinant is not zero.
For suppose that every first minor of A(A) were divisible by (A—A2,);

2AR) == A"-1(A) would be divisible

oF;
by (A—2,)", and so A = A, could nc);t be merely a simple root of
A(A) = 0. Thus each root of the characteristic equation gives a
solution with one arbitrary constant. Solutions of the type y; = c, e*,
where the unknowns remain in a fixed ratio to one another, are called
in dynamiecs normal solutions.

The reader should now verify, by the method of § 1, that the
system (1) is equivalent to a normal canonical system whose order is
equal to the degree of A(D). If the determinant vanishes identically,
the system may be replaced by a smaller number of equations and so
is indeterminate.

The method of indeterminate coefficients is equally applicable
when the characteristic equation has equal roots, but the discussion
of the lincar equations corresponding to (5) becomes very laborious.
In certain cases the equation (2) can be simplified; for if A, _(D) is
the H.C.F. of all the first minors of A(D) == |F,(D)|, we may divide
those minors by A,,_;(D) before we operate on (1), and so we have

[ A(D)
A,(D)

But the problem can be very much more clearly treated by
simplifying the given system (1). The process is a direct application
of H. J. 8. Smith’s canonical reduction of a matrix of polynomials.

then the reciprocal determinant

]yk =0 (k= 12,.,n). (6)

Equivalent Systems. We cmploy two kinds of transformations,
both of which arc reversible. We may replace two equations
(@, == 0 = ®p) by an equivalent pair {®,+ F(D)Pg = 0 == Og}, where
F(D) is any lincar operator with constant coeflicients, since either
pair implies the other. This process is called reduction by rows of the
matrix {F;,(D)}. Or we may replace two variables (y,,p) by

(o = Yo+ F(D)yg, ys = ygh,
since either pair can be written in terms of the other. This is called
reduction by columns.

Our object is to reduce the system to be solved to as few equations
as possible, and, failing this, to reduce to a minimum the degree of
the lowest operator in the matrix. If any operator is a constant other
than zero, the accompanying variable can be explicitly written in
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terms of the others and ecliminated from the system. Every such
opportunity of elimination and reduction of the system is to be
seized. Suppose now that cvery operator actually involves D. We
pick out the operator of lowest degree, and look for another operator
in the same column not exactly divisible by it. For example, if
F,,(D) is the lowest operator and F,; = Q£+ F},, where F% (D) is of
lower degree than F},(D), but not identically zero, we replace @, = 0
by [®,— Q(D)P,] = 0; the new matrix will have at least one operator
of lower order than before. If the lowest operator is a factor of every
operator in its column, we make all of them identical and obtain a
system of the type

MDY+ 3G Dy, =0 (i =1,2,...,m), (1)
i

where no operator is of lower order than M (D).

Suppose now that one of the operators is not exactly divisible by
M(D), say G,(D) = M(D)Q(D)+ G%(D), where G¥H(D) is of lower
degree than M (D) but not identically zero. Then the matrix can be
reduced by columns on taking [y, Q(D)y,] as a new variable instead
of y,. If, however, every operator in (7) is divisible by M (D), we
eliminate ¢, from all equations except the first and write

M(D)zy = M(D)[yy+Hy(DYys+...+H,(D)y,] — 0,

n . (8)
S M(D)H D)y, = 0 (i = 2,3,...,m).

i~z

The first equation need not again be disturbed. The remaining set
may be reduced in the same manner as before, and we shall finally
obtain a system of the type

E(D)zy == 0, Ey(D)z, = 0, e E, D)z, =0, 9)

where each operator £,(D) is divisible by the one preceding it. The
old variables (y;) can be expressed in terms of the new variables
(z,) and vice versa. Ifkof the original unknowns have been eliminated,
the number of equations in the system (9) will be only (n—k); or we
may suppose that K, (D) =1 (i=1,2,.,k), so that the first &k
equations give the explicit formulae for the eliminated variables.

We have now only to write down the complete primitives of the
equations (9) for (z;) and to introduce these expressions in the
formulae giving (y,) in terms of (z;). The method of indeterminate
coefficients is not required.
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Invariant Factors. At each step of the reduction, we have merely
added to one row or column of the matrix (¥;(D)) a certain multiple
of another. This leaves invariant the determinant A(D) = |F;(D)|;
but much more than this is true.

Let A,(D) be a polynomial in D (with the highest coefficient unity)
defined as the H.C.F. of all A-rowed determinants of the matrix
(F(D)). If A¥(D) is the corresponding H.C.F. after an elementary
transformation, it is casily seen that every new k-rowed determinant
is divisible by A(D); hence Af(D) is divisible by Ay (D). But the
process is reversible, so that Ay (D) is divisible by A¥(D), and therefore
A¥D) = AD) (k= 1,2,.,n). But these invariants {A,(D)} can
be written down by inspection of the reduced canonical matrix

ED) 0 .. 0
0  E(D) .. 0 a9)
o 0 . E (D)

Since K;,,(D) is divisible by (D), every k-rowed minor which
k
does not vanish identically is divisible by ] #;(D). If the highest
1=1
coefficients in { £;(D)} are reduced to unity, we have thercfore
AD) = By(D)EyD)...E(D) = A ((D)ED).  (11)
Hence {E,(D)} are likewise invariants of the original matrix; these
expressions {£,(D)} are called its invariant factors. They can be
found by rational operations, without solving the characteristic
equation A(A) = 0.
EXAMPLES. 11

1. HeEAviSIDE OpERATORS. Verify the formulae

» n2 n
Lo g, _r — = COSNY, P sinn,
p—1in pi-t-n pi4nd
P F
m[(a‘) = fcos n(x—¢)f(¢) di,

0
@

n .
) = of sinn(z—t)f(¢) dt.

2. (i) The solution of F(D)y :- 0 determined by the initial conditions
y=0, Dy=0, .. D=0, Dvly=1,

when z = 0, is 1 =;l,
Y= F@)
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(ii) The solution of F(D)y = f(x) determined by the initial conditions
y=0, Dy=20, .. D+ly=0,

1
Yy = j”(—p)f(x)'

3. The solution of F(D)y = 0 determined by the initial conditions

when x = 0, is

Diy = ®, when =z --0 (¢=0,1,..,n—-1),

1

(p)

whero Px) = 77(0)_}_7)(1)% -+ ’7(2)% + oAb
4. Verify that

is y = P(x)— [F(D)P(x)],

Zn—1

(n—1)1"

1 @ t
mf(w) = Jdt({f(s)fb(w, t,8) ds
= [16)ds [0 a,
0 8
where Oz, t,8) = e-z+2t—s(x_t)"—l(t—s)“—l'

(n=Ntn—1)1 "’
and also that

z 1
—2(p__g)2n—1
IT);zf(pC) — ff(?‘):: ](:v 8)™" dsJ'ez"“”")u"“l(l——u)"" du.
0 V]

(PT‘ Y(n—1)!

5. Express as integrals
i g @ e ), (o)
@—)™p—p """ @*=2peosf+1)MTT [(p—a) T
1

1 1
@i )@ g /@ i apneoszngt 1)/

6. If R(p) is a rational function, whose denominator is of degree not lower
than tho numerator, show that

R(p—a)p
e“R(p) = R(p—a)e™® =~ "~ =,
2] (p—a) (p—a)
Hence prove by induction that
R C Al L R
@ PPt 3y~
(2n)!

= gin"x,

(P4 2)(p* 4 42) PP+ (20)%)
[H. V. Lowry, Phil. Mag. (7) 13 (1932), 1033-48, 1144-63.]
7. Verify Lowry’s formulac by showing that y = sin®*~lx satisfies the
equation
(D*+13)(D*+32%)..{D*+(2n—1)}y = O,
with the conditions
Diy =0 (¢=0,1,..,2n—2), D1y = (2n—1)!,
when z = 0.
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8. A sequence of Legendre trigonometric polynomials is defined by the

relations Pycosz) = 1, Py(cosx) = cosz,

(n+1)F,  (cosx)—(2n+1)cos 2P, (cos x)--nF,_,(cosz) = O.
Verify the formulae
PP +2)(p*+47).. {p*+(2n)?}
(P*+ 12)(p*+3%)(p*+ 5%)...{p*+ (2n+1)3}
(P4 12)(p* + 39)...{p* - (2n— 1)}
(P*+22)(pt+42)..{p*+(2n)%}
[B. van der Pol, Phil. Mag. (7) 7 (1929), 1153-62; 8 (1929), 861-98.]
9. BorEL’s ReraTioN. If the Heaviside operators (F(p)}, generating
ordinary power-series { f,(«)}, are connected by the relation

K(p) = —F o) E(p),

By, (cosx) =

PByy(cosz) =

then Sile) = j Sle—0fs(e) dt.
0
10. Show that
H . sin2tr
f Byfeos(e—t)sin®n=ldt = =, [LowRY.|
0

11. Caucny’s METHOD. If F(2), G(2) are polynomials of dcgree n, m re-
spectively (m < n), and if C is a contour enclosing all the zeros of F(z), show
that ) _ 1 (00,

F(p) 2w F)™™
C

1 x -
Iﬂ(p) Zlfrff f) dfje( £) -_?

[A. L. Cauchy, uvres (2) 6, 252-5, 7, 40-54, 255-66; C. Hermute,
Bulletin des sc. math. (2) 3 (1879), 311-25.]

12. Solve tho simultaneous equations
(1) D - 2u—v—w (i) D*u = 2u-tv--w
D2y — —u+20 -w }; D% = u-{-204w
Dw - —u—v42w Dw = u+v4-2w
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SOME FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS

9. Linear Operators
Operators with Variable Coefficients. IF we write

Fa, Dy = [ 3 p @Dy = 3 p @)Dy, (1)

the expression F(x, D) is called an ordinary linear differential operator.
If {¢;(x)} arc functions of x, differentiable sufficiently often, and (c;)
are constants, we have
D (py+-o) = D7y +D7py, }
DY e, ) =3 ¢, D,
By combining such relations, we have for any operator F = F(x, D)
ofthe type (1) p(p, ) = Ft F, }
F(Xeib) =2 e ¥,
But it is not in general true that Ffo) is the same as (A F'¢, for distinct
linear operators I, (/.

(2)
(3)

Division and Factors. Operator polynomials in D have many
analogies with ordinary polynomials in a variable. Consider two

OPERAOTS = o) D py (@)D, (2), }
(= qo(@) D"+ qy () D14 - q,,,(2),
where m <{ n. Let us form the expression
Fy—[Ayx)D" ="+ A, (@)Dt 4 A, (2)] Gy, (5)
and let us determine successively

Ao = po/q0s
== {p,—Ayq1— (n—m)A4, Dqo}/q, (6)

(4)

so that the expression (5) shall have no term in (D"y, D*y,..., D™y).
We see that {A4,(z)} are uniquely determined, and we have a relation

Fy = QGy+Ry, (7)
where @ = > A, D»-™-% and R is an operator of order not exceeding
(m—1). These are analogous to the ordinary quotient and remainder

of two polynomials.
4084 F
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If we know m (<< n) linearly independent solutions of Fy = 0, let
the equation satisfied by them be
Wy, bt b ¥)
W Wbt ®
If we construct the identity (7) and substitute for y the solutions
($1, Pas--es P)s We have
Rp, = By D", +...4+B,_1¢; =0 (¢ =1,2,..,m); (9)
and since W(py, bo,...,$,,) 5= 0, these give
B;=0 (:=0,1,...,m—1).
Hence the relation becomes
Fy = QGy, (10)
so that @ is an inner or right-hand factor of the operator F. We can
thus break up the equation into the pair
Qz = 0, Gy = 2. (11)
The first equation is of order (n—m); and, when it is solved, the
second is soluble by quadratures, by the method of variation of
parameters.

Highest Common Factor. To discover whether two given cquations
have any common solutions, we use a process of Brassine analogous
to the extraction of the H.C.F. of two polynomials. Let (£, F,) be
two given operators, of which the former is of the higher order; we
construct a scquence of operators (F,) of steadily decreasing order
Ny > Ny > Ny > ... > ny, in accordance with the scheme

B = QB+ B,
£y = Q, Ky +F,, (12)

Fioy = @ by (Fyyy = 0).
After a finite number of steps we must have Fj.; = 0; and the last
operator which docs not vanish identically is an inner factor of all
the preceding ones, since

Fk-—-l = Qk—l -Flm Fk—a = (Qk—z Qk—l+l)F;c""' (13)
But, on the other hand, each of these operators can be written as
F; = (4; F|+ B, F,); for we have
Fy=FH—-Q\F  Fi=—QF+(1+@,@)E,... (14)
From the identity
Fyy = A, Fiy+ B By, (15)
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we see that every solution common to (F;y = 0, F,y = 0) must also
satisfy F,y = 0. Hence F), is the highest common inner factor of
(#y, Fy).
Consider now two non-homogeneous equations
By = fil), Fyy = fo(x). (16)
This system is in all respects equivalent to the pair

Fyy = fo(x), Fyy = fi(x)—Qufa(x) = f5(x), say, (17)
where Iy = (F;— @, F},) as in (12); for we can deduce either pair from
the other. Thus the original system can be replaced successively by
the pairs

E?/ :fi(‘x)’ Jﬂz%ly :fi+l(w) (1 = 2’ 3,,k) (18)
But, since F},,, is identically zero, the last equation necessitates that
Jrs1(z) should be identically zero, for otherwise the equations are in-
compatible. This means that

Jen(®) = A1 1(@)+ By folw) = 0, (19)
is a necessary condition for the compatibility of the system. The

condition is sufficient; for, in the £th equivalent pair (18), onc equation
is merely 0 = 0, so that the system is cffectively equivalent to the

single condition 1y = [(@). (20)
Least Common Multiple. Let the operators (#), F,) have no common
inner factor; and let us expand as linear homogeneous functions of

(Diy) the (n;+mny-2) expressions
DRy (1=0,1,..,n,), DiF,y (j=0,1,.,n). (21)

These (n; +n,+2) linear forms, homogeneousin (n,+n,-+ 1) quantities
(y, Dy,..., D™ sy), must be connected by an identity

n, . 7y .
My = zoai(x)Dilfly = ZO,B}(x) Dik,y, (22)
i= j=
or My =Y\ Ry =",k y, (23)

where (¥, W,) are operators of order (n,, n,) respectively.

The equation My = 0 is satisfied by any solution of either Fiy = 0
or F,y = 0; so that the operator M is analogous to the least common
multiple of two polynomials. The relation (23) is equivalent to the
one expressing that the last remainder in the H.C.F. process is
Fon = Apn i+ By F, = 0.
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Again, if the H.C.F. of (¥}, F,) is of order n;, = v > 0, we have

By = Gk = re, ) -
Foy == Gy(Fy) = oz,

where the operators (G,, G,) are of order (n,—v, n,—v). By the same

method, we now obtain an equation My == 0, of order only (n,+n,—v),

which is satisfied by every solution of cither equation. Conversely,

if we have an identity (23), where (‘}], ¥;) are only of order (n,—v,

n,—v), the given equations have v common solutions. For let

{¢;(x)} be n, linearly independent solutions of Fyy == 0. We have

then \Fﬂ[‘F?.qSL('T)] =0 (=1, 25"'}”’1)’ (25)
and so {#, ¢,(x)} are all solutions of an equation of order (»,—v). Since
not more than (n,—v) of the expressions can be linearly independent,
we must have » relations of the type

Fypila) = S’Hcﬁlv;zﬁj(x) (= 1,200, (20)

where (c;) are constants. Hence the simultaneous equations
(F,y =0 = F,y) have v common solutions
| 2

y == ¢,.(x)—j§+lc,.j¢j(x) (G =1,2,..0). (27)

If we erase the last (v+1) derivatives in cach set (21), we have
(ny+n,—2v) expressions lincar and homogeneous in z == F,y and
its first (n;+n,—2v—1) derivatives. If these expressions are not
linearly independent, we can construct an identity showing that
(G412 = 0 = (,2) have a common solution other than zero, contrary
to our hypothesis that F, is the H.C.F. of the given operators.
We can therefore solve for z from the (n,-+n,—2v) linear expressions,
and write 2= A, G2+ By, (2, (28)
where the operators (4, B;) arc of order not higher than (ny,—v—1,

n,—v—1). This is equivalent to the identity (15), and indicates the
order of the operators concerned.

10. Adjoint Equationsf
Equations of the First Order. We can readily solve the equation

Dy+p)y = flx) (1)
by an appropriate use of the identity
D(yz) = 2[ Dy+p(x)y]+y[Dz—p(x)z]. (2)

1 G. Darboux, Théorie générale des surfaces, 2, 112-34; M. Bocher, Legons sur les
méthodes de Sturm, 22-42; ¥, B. Pidduck, Proc. Royal Soc. A, 117 (1927), 201-8.
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Let y be indeterminate, but let z be chosen so that
= p(x)z, or z= exp[ fp(x) dx] = e”@ say.

Then we have, on multiplying (1) by z,

Dlemy] == e7f(z), (3)
and so €@y = J. e™Of(x) de 4 C. (4)
But, conversely, we may leave z indeterminate, and choose y, so that
Dy = —p(x)y, or y = ¢~=@. We can then solve any equation of the
form Da—p(a)e = g(x), (5)
by writing it as D[e—=Wz] == e-=Wg(x), (6)
so that e~ Ty = f e~"Og(x) da +C". (7)

There is complete reciprocity between the pair of equations
D?/'}“P(x).’/ = 0: DZ—“])(’E):’ = O) (8)
the solutions of either being integrating factors of the other. Such
equations are said to be mutually adjoint.

Adjoint Canonical Systems. The more general identity
D[ 2 .%zi] =2 zi[D.‘/i 2 a,; ./,]"l— 2 ./l[DZ + Z a,(2)z ], (9)
1=1 =1

suggests a similar reciprocal relationship between the two homo-
geneous systems

(‘S:’:) “!/L 2 (IU JI’

(25 Dzy = — _Zlan(.v)z,
I

If (y;) are indeterminate, but (z;) satisfy (X¥), the first group of terms
on the right in (9) becomes an exact derivative; conversely, if (z,) are
indeterminate, but (y;) satisty (8¥), the sccond group becomes an
exact derivative.

Lagrange’s Adjoint Equation. Consider the identity
D[p() Y _+_z1 yn—1+ ee +zn—l yl]
= 3[7’01)./"+P1Jn+fl’>7/n—1+ +])1LJ1]+

+ Z”l[‘l)./n -1 Y- l+l]+[D Po plz_f_zl]yn-{—

i=

+[Dl p2z—{—32]3/u-1_i_"'_{_
+[‘Dzn—2—pn-lz+zn—1]y2+[1)zn—l—z)uz]yl' (10)

NF“
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Let us write y; = Di-ly (3 = 1,2,...,n) and also put
2 = pr2—D(p;2),
7y = Poz—D(py2)+D¥py2), (11)

Zuo1 = Pn12—D(p, 52 H‘ ‘H = ID" Y(po=),
so that only y and z remain indeterminate. If we put
Fy = pyD"y+p, D" Yy+...4p,y, (12)
¥z = (=)D (po2)+ (=)D py2) o Apz, (13)
the operators F, F* are said to be adjoint to one another, and we
find the identity
2Fy—yF*z == DY (y,z), (14)
where W(y, z) is the bilinear concomitant
V(y,2) = po”D""y+
‘*‘[Pl'* ])oz)]D"~'?/+

| Hpusr= Dl g P D2l (19
The same method of interpretation shows that every solution of
F*z = 0is an integrating factor of F'y = 0, and vice versa. To show
that F** the opcrator constructed from I'* by the same rule as F'*
was formed from F, is identical with #, we neced only write down the
identities cFy—yF* = D¥(y,z),
Yz —z F**y = DY*(z,y), (16)
which show that
2 Fy—F**y) = D[¥(y,2)+¥*(z,y)] (17)
is an exact derivative, identically in y and z. But this is impossible
unless both sides vanish identically.
Composite Operators. 1f (I}, F¥) and (¥, F¥) are pairs of adjoint
operators, we have
2l y—yFiz = D¥\(y,z),
2lyy—yFiz = DYy(y,2), }
hence 2Bt Bly—y(Fi+Ffz = D)+ Bwa]  (19)
Thus the operators (I} -+F,, F¥- F¥) are also adjoint to one another,
and similarly for the sum of any number of operators.
Again, write F, y instead of y in the first identity, and F¥z instead

(18)
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of z in the second identity of (18); adding the results, we have the
identity

2B Fyy—yF§ Ffz = D[Y|(F,y,2)+ Yy, F¥z)], (20)
showing that the products (¥, F,, F¥ F¥), with the factors reversed,
are adjoint operators; and similarly for any number of factors.

When two equations (Ijy = 0, F,y == 0) admit v linearly inde-
pendent common integrating factors, their adjoints have v common
solutions; hence they can be written

Ffz=GfH*2 =0, F¥z = QG H*2 = 0, (21)
where H* is of order v. The original equations are therefore
(HGyy = 0, HG,y = 0). By a process parallel to Brassine’s, it
would be possible to extract directly the highest outer common factor
of two operators.

11. Simultaneous Equations with Variable Coefficients

Reduction to a Diagonal System. The procedure of §8 can be
applied to the reduction of systems with variable coefficients, pro-
vided that we take account of the presence of non-commutative
operators. Consider the system

P, = 21‘,,1/1 (z=1,2,...,n), (1)

where (F;) arc oper ators of the type

F = ay(x)D"+ay(z)D 1. +a,,(x), (2)
whose coefficients are differentiable as often as may be nccessary in
the course of the reduction. Our object is to reduce the system to be
solved to as few equations as possible. If there is any operator Fyg
which does not involve D and is not identically zero, we can solve
®, = 0 for yg and climinate yg from the remaining equations. 1t will
be assumed that every opportunity of thus reducing the system is to
be taken.

If every operator present involves D, we pick out the one of lowest
degree, say Fy,, and look for any operator in the same column which
does not admit F,; as an imnner or right-hand factor. Suppose

1 = QF -+ FJ, where FY is of lower degree than #}; but not identi-
cally zero. Then on replacing @, = 0 by [®;—@Q®,] = 0, the matrix
will be reduced by rows to onc having an operator of lower degrec in
D. If every operator in the first column is divisible on the right by
F,, we look for any operator in the first row which does not admit
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F,, as an outer or left-hand factor. Suppose F,, = Fy, @+ F},, where
F¥, is of lower degree than F}, but not identically zero. Then on
taking [y,+ Qy.] as a new variable instead of y;, the matrix will be
reduced by columns to one having an operator of lower degree. If an
operator of degree zero appears at any stage, we at once eliminate
a variable.

If the lowest operator is an inner factor of every operator in its
column and an outer factor of every operator in its row, the system
is of the type

n
@, = Byt 3 4] o

" (3)
b, = B, Fyy+ D By =0 (1= 23,..,m).
j=2

The first equation may be written as F}; =, = 0; and we can eliminate
¥, from the others by taking the combinations
O,—-B,O;, =0 (1 =2,3,.,n).

Proceeding with the reduction of the latter sct, we ultimately obtain
a diagonal system

| Gz, = 0, G2y = 0, e Gz, =0, (4)
where the old variables (y,) are expressible in terms of the new
variables (z;) and vice versa.

Analogues of the Invariant Factors. The reduction (4) is not so
complete as that of a system with constant coefficients to the
canonical form. But it forms a convenient intermediate stage, after
which the equations may be examined two at a time. Any pair
(G4 2, = 0 = @,z,) can be further reduced, unless the lower operator
@, is both an inner and an outer factor of G,, or unless

G, = G¥ G, = G, G¥*,
this need not imply that G, is of the form @, H@,, as is obvious by
considering operators with constant coefficients.

If G, is not an outer factor of ¢,, we can write

G2, +Gp2, = 0, Gyzy = 0; (5)
this system is reducible by columns.

If G, is not an inner factor of G, we can write z, = 2, 2¥, and the

system Gyz, = 0, Gy2,4-G,2¥ = 0, (6)

will be reducible by rows.
After a finite number of steps and eliminations we must arrive at
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a system where every pair of operators fulfils the conditions. Arrang-
ing the operators in order of ascending degree, the system will be of
the type

H w, =0, H,w, = 0, ooy H w, =0, (7)

where Hj, = IIf | H, == H H}¥,. In other words, the (k+1)th
equation is satisfied by every solution of the Lth, and admits every
integrating factor of the kth equation.

Generally speaking, two cquations taken at random would have
no common solution. We could then construct the H.C.F. identity
[K,G,+K,G,] == 1, and the equation satisfied by any solution of
either equation, Lz = 0, where L - PG, = P,G,. The general
solution of Lz == 0is z = 2,-+2,, where G2, = 0 and G5z, == 0. But
we can also express z; and z, in terms of z, for we have

7y = (K, G+ K, ()2 = Ky Ghzy = K, Gy(2,12,) == K,Gyz, (8)
and similarly z, = K, G, 2.

Conclusion. In certain investigations there is a gain in symmetry
and clarity in considering a normal canonical system; and we have
seen in § 1 how every equation or system can be reduced to that form.
But in studying the permutations of the solutions of an analytic
system, it is obviously simpler to consider a set of » analytic functions
(and as many derivatives as we please) than an array of n2 functions,
the former being a fundamental system of solutions of a single
equation, and the latter that of a normal canonical system, both
of the same order n. Knowing how to replace any analytic system
by single equations, cach involving one unknown, we need only
examine directly the properties of the solutions of a single typical
equation with analytic coefficients.

EXAMPLES. IIL
1. WRONSKIAN DETERMINANTS. If ¢(x) == ¢,{0(¢)} = x,(¢), prove that

dt\ -1
IV£(¢1’ d’z:--n ¢n) = (,'I‘l) lVl(Xl’ Xa2reeo Xn)'

2. If A is any function of a, provo that

WalAdy AdasesAdy) —= AW (y, barevindhy)-
Hence show that, if ¢, 5% 0,

Wilororrra) — 1 W[ D (?) (zf) D(%)]

4064 G
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3. If m <n and Gy = D™y+gq, D" 'y+...4¢q,y, show that the olements
of a column of W(g,,$,,...,P,) may be replaced by

b1 Diy ooy DIy, Gy, DGy, ..y DP-1-1G3h;.

By putting Gy = lj{(‘ﬁ}_’_‘ﬁ 25eees Bms Y)

W(bi, bosees )
show that
W(bssbareerbuny) = W(ss barerns ) W(Gbyn 15 Gy yaseees Gebns Gy)-

4. SymsoLic FacTors oF FroBENIUS. (i) By considering the minors of the
determinant W(gy, da-.., by, ), show that

¢1’ ¢2* ‘ﬁn—l’y ] W(¢1’¢2~ ¢n—- IV(?Sl’ ‘ISZ’ "ﬁm"/

g L0 0 e e (Wibs s bu-vbu)
Wiy, foreer 1)

i) If n; = ¢,(x), e 22T, deduce from the above that
( ) 7]1 951( ) 7]r I’V(¢1,¢2,

s Proq)
W(qslv‘ﬁzv ‘f’m"/) =1 pln-1p7n-2 py Mmp¥Y

w (¢1’9"2’ ¢n) " Nn Nn—1 .“772 771.
(1i) Show that the equation

1 DL D 1 p¥—o
Qpy1 Oy Qg oy
admits the solutions
x £y Tr-1
J br(x) = ay(2) f ay(,) day f ay(a,) dag ... f a(2,) d.
(iv) Verify that W(dp darernr ) == ottty
o - - N _ [ W(‘}Sv‘ﬁz’ ¢r—2’ é,) ]
T M W(¢1,¢2, ¢r~2’ $r1)
5 1 Fy=-2plp.lp¥,
Ory1 O Q@
o=V p b p Lp 2

Xpri1  On—riz ’ Ay Cpyq
show that I,y := 0 and F¥z = 0 are adjoint equations, and that their bi-
linear concomitant is
V(y,=) = E ( n—r-l./)(-F:z)~ [DarBOUX.]

6. A self-adjoint equatlon of even order may be written

l D D- —l-..D =0,

¢1 ‘f’z ?Sn ‘lSMl ¢'n ) ¢2 ¢1

and one of odd order

llDID - 0.

1
+—D...—D-—D--- D...
¢ T dn ban Pan ¢’z ¢1
[FrROBENIUS; DARBOUX. |
7. Verify that the following equations are self-adjoint (except as regards
sign):

) %D% =0, (ii) DDy = o,
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(iii) DrfDr+1y 4 Dr+fDy = 0, (iv) Fy-+F*y =0,
(v) FfF*y =0, (vi) FfDfF*y = 0,

where (¢,f) are functions of «, and (F, F*) are adjoint operators.

8. If ¥(y,z) is the bilincar concomitant of a self-adjoint equation of order
n, Fy = 0, then ¥(y,¥y) — 0, if n is even, and YV(y,y) = 2yFy, if n is odd. By
writing (y+Az) for y, show that, if yFy is an exact derivative, » is odd and
Fy is self-adjoint. [DARBOUX.]

9. If Fy = p,D*y+p, D**y+...+p,,y = 0 is self-adjoint, p, = nDp,,
and [Fy—D"pyD"y] = 0 is also sclf-adjoint. Hence show that the most
general self-adjoint equation of even order is of the form

Dmpy Dy + D=1y DV ly iy = 0,
and that of odd order is of the form

z [D” Ll/} Dn—it1, y+ D"’_H'l(/I‘D"— J] = 0.
|JacoB1; DARBOUX.]

n
10. If F — E ( )al,D"‘1 and F* = 3 (;L)b,])"“i are adjoint operators, show
1==0
that @y = bo,

a, = Dby—b,, b, = Day—a,,
uy = D*y—2Db,-b,, b, = D*ay—2Da,+a,, etc.

11. If y; = dy(x) (4.j = 1,2,...,n) is a fundamental system of solutions

of a normal canonical homogencous system, and A = |¢, ()], then a funda-
1 oA

mental system of solutions of the adjoint system 1s z, = 0;(x) = x 5{, and
i

there is complete reciprocity between the two systems,

12. If {¢,(x)} is a fundamental system of solutions of a homogeneous equa-

7
tion of order n, and W — W(,,¢y,...,¢,,), then 0, (x) - T117 é(}’%‘;) are integrating
factors. Verify the relations
k2
3 0@ () = 0 (G = 0,1,.,n—2), z 0,(2) D¢ () = 1,
i=1

and by means of these and their derivativos prove t,lmt

W(Ol, gsee 0 W(?Sp?sas d’n) =1,

and hence that {f,(x)} are lincarly independent.

13. Show how the order of a systern or of an cquation can be depressed by
mn, when m independent solutions of its adjoint arc known.

14. In a self-adjoint normal system, ay(x)-|-a;(x) = 0, und.% y; = con-
stant, for all solutions. =t
15. Solve by means of an integrating factor
(1 —x2)D%*y - (2—b62?)Dy —4xy —= 0.
16. If p, A are constants, show that the equation
DY+ —M(2)ly — 0,
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with the initial conditions y = A4, Dy -= B, when x == 0, is equivalent to the

integral equation ©

y = Acospr+ gsinpx+2 J- sin p(z —t)(t)y(t) de.
0

If AY(z) is continuous and small compared with p in the interval (0 < 2z < X)),
show that the equation can be satisfied by a serics

Y = uy() +Auy () +Aug()+ ..o [LiouviLLE.]}

17. AppELL’s THROREM. If {¢,(2)} is a fundamental systom of solutions of

a homogeneous equation, any polynomial in {D’¢ ()} which is merely multi-

plicd by a constant, when {¢,(x)} is replaced by any other fundamental system,

is of the form [W(@,,$s,..., $,)FP, where P is a function of the coefficients of
the equation and their derivatives.

[E. Picard, 1'raité d’analyse, 3, 541; L. Schlesinger, Handbuch, 1, 40.]
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EQUATIONS WITH UNIFORM ANALYTIC COEFFICIENTS

12. Group of the Equation

Analytical Continuation. Let us now suppose that the coefficients

of the equation ,

(E3) Dry+pi (@) D"ty + ... 4-p,(x)y = O

are uniform analytic functions, having only isolated singularities in
the complex plane. By § 2, cvery solution y = ¢(z) is analytic, and
its only singularities in the finite part of the plane are at singularities
of the cocfficients; but ¢(x) is not in general single-valued.

To examine this question, we draw any closed circuit I" of finite
length, beginning and ending at an ordinary point z = £, and not
passing through any singularity. We can apply the process of ana-
lytical continuation simultaneously to the coefficients and to the
solution ¢(x), which will continue to satisfy (Z}) identically. For if
we expand the solution and the coefficients in Taylor series of powers
of (x—¢), convergent in a cirele C, and if = £’ is any point in C, we
can rewrite ¢(x) and {p,(x)} as Taylor series in powers of (z—¢’), con-
vergent in a circle C’. In the region common to the circles (C, C")
the two sets of expansions take the same values at every point, so
that the second set of power-series satisfy (#}%) identically; and they
will continue to satisfy the cquation in the entire circle of convergence
C’, which will in general extend beyond C.

After completing the circuit, the coefiicients {p,(x)} resume their
original forms as power-serics in (x—¢), being by hypothesis uniform
functions; but ¢(x) need not resume its original form, though it will
be some solution, ®(x) say, of the equation. To trace these changes,
the process of analytical continuation must be simultancously applied
to all the solutions of a fundamental system {¢;(x)}, which assume
the new forms

n
D,(x) :jzlaﬁqS,-(x) (z=1,2,..,n), (1)
where (a,;) are constants.

Determinant of the Transformation. The determinant 4 = |a;|
cannot vanish; for this would imply a linear relation > ¢;®;(x) = 0
between the new forms; and, on returning along the same path, we
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should have 3 c;¢,(x) = 0, contrary to the hypothesis that {¢:(x)}
are linearly independent. The determinant A was evaluated by
Poincaré. We obtain from (1) by differentiation

Db, (@) = 3 a, Digy(2) (6= 1,2,...,m), (2)
<1

so that the derivatives of the set {¢,(x)} undergo cogredient transfor-
mations. By the multiplication of determinants, we now have

W(®Dy,D,,...,D,) = AW (dy, boye.or B),). (3)
But Liouville’s formula gives

W) = Wi o) = WEsp| ~ [0 @], )
£

and after a complete circuit W(x) is multiplied by
A= exp[—— fpl(x) dx], (%)

the contour integral being taken once round I'. If p,(z) is holo-
morphic inside the contour, we have 4 = 1.

Group of the Equation. Let I] and I, be two closed circuits start-
ing from /the same base-point « = ¢; and let (a;;) and (b;;) be the
matrices of their respective transformations, for the same initial set
of functions {¢,(x)}. If the functions are continued around the com-
bined circuit in the order I3 I, the matrix of the new transformation
is the product (c;;), where

n
cij = z a’ikbkj (7‘1.7 = 1:2:"';”)' (6)
k=1

This product of matrices is not commutative, for we must take the
rows of the matrix belonging to the first circuit with the columns
of that of the second. All the linear transformations belonging to
every possible closed circuit form a group, called the group of the
differential equation.

If there are m winding points in the finite part of the plane, every
closed circuit can be deformed without crossing a singularity into a
sequence of standard loops, each starting from the base-point and
encircling one singularity. The m transformations belonging to these
loops are a set of generating operations of the group, in terms of
which every matrix can be expressed.

Riemann’s Converse Theorems. A set of n linearly independent
analytic functions with isolated singularities, which admit a group
of linear transformations with constant coefficients for all closed
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circuits, must bhe a fundamental system of solutions of a linear
differential equation with uniform coefficients. For by virtue of (1)
and (2), every n-rowed determinant of the array

¢ Dy oy D"vhl“

¢2’ D¢2’ e ])"‘ﬁz,‘ )

| ¢n’ D¢m ceey D"¢n
is multiplied by the same constant 4 £ 0, after continuation about
a closed circuit. Hence quotients of these determinants are uniform
functions of 2. But in the equation formally satisfied by the given

functions W7(¢1’¢2’ ¢,,,J) —0 (8)
95]’ ¢”! (nbn ’

every coefficient is a quotient of this kind; so that the coefficients of

the equation (8) are in fact uniform.

Every set of functions {i;(x)} which undergo cogredient transforma-
tions with the set {¢;(x)} for all closed circuits can be written in the
form

lt[’ (x = u0¢ —l—ul‘DqS x)+ +uu IDH 195 (1: = 1727""”’)5 (9)
where (%;) arc uniform analytic functions. For since we assume that
{¢;(x)} are linearly independent, we have

VV((]SI, ¢27""¢n) ;7{: 0: (10)
except at isolated points. Henee (%;) are uniquely determined by the
equations (9), each of them being the quotient of two n-rowed deter-
minants of the array

[f Db o e b
bo Dby o Dy "

b Dbu o D b
By hypothesis, the elements of every column of this array are co-
gredient; and so cach n-rowed determinant is multiplied by the samec
factor A # 0, corresponding to a given circuit; therefore the quotients
(u;) are uniform analytic functions.

13. Canonical Transformations
Characteristic Determinant. With a view to simplifying the trans-

formation " ‘
z) =]Zlai)‘¢j(x) (t=1,2,.,n) (1)
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corresponding to any selected circuit I', we may look for solutions

Y = ¢; 1)+ $a()+ ..+ Pa(®), (2)
which are merely multiplied by a constant. Since we are to have
[iglciq)i(x)] = )‘Lglf‘i ‘}Si(-”ﬂ)], (3)
we find from (1) and (3) the identity
n n - . ) n . o); 4
[2, 2] = Zed,0)] (4)

and, because {¢,(x)} are lincarly independent, this implies that
n
,Zlcia"j =X; (j=12..,n). (5)

If this system of cquations for (c;) is compatible, A must satisfy the
equation

@ —A, Gy, e, Gy
| ey, Aoo—A, ..., Qo
A,(Q) = | = 0, (6)
’ l . . . . . . . . .
[ Ay1s Aap s ey a’nn_'A

which is called the characteristic equation of the matrix (a;;).
Evidently no root can be zero; for we saw in § 12 that the deter-
minant 4 = |a;| 5 0 in the present problem. KFach root gives at
least one linear form (2), and & such forms (y,¥,,...,¥;) belonging
respectively to unequal roots (A;,A,,...,A;) are lincarly independent.
For suppose they were connected by a linear relation
& YrtCalfettop Y = 0. (7)
After s complete circuits this relation is transformed into
A Y FC A Yot ey, =0 (s=1,2,..,k—1). (8)
But since (A;) are unequal, we have
1, I, .., 1
A Ay e A
v “l#o, (9)
PLEERD | S D |
so that the relations are incompatible and so the coefficients (c;) are

all zero.
Accordingly, when the characteristic equation has n distinct roots
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we get n linearly independent combinations of {¢;(x)}, forming
a new fundamental system, which undergoes the canonical trans-
Jormation .
Yi = Aiyi (?z = 1,2,...,77/). (10)

Invariants. The numbers (A;) must be independent of the choice
of the original fundamental system {¢,(x)}. For a canonical solution
y; has the same multiplier A;, whether it is expressed in terms of
{$:(x)} or of some other fundamental system {i;(x)}, which under-
goes the transformation

¥(z) :élb,.,.(pj(x) (i=1,2,.,n). (11)

Hence A; must be a root of the characteristic equation of the matrix
(b;) also.

To prove this algebraically, let us suppose that the two systems
are connected by the relations

n
‘rl’l(x) = ,zlcij ¢](‘Z) (7/ =12,.., n)s (12)
=
whose determinant C = |c;;| # 0. In terms of the first system,
(11) may be written
n n n
2 Oix) =3 3 bycp i), (13)
j=1 J=1k=1
and by (1) we have
71\ n n ’@1 b 14
]2,1 kglcb @y pr() —-jgl kél 15 Cjre Pr(). (14)

These » relations between the independent functions {¢,(x)} must
be identically satisficd, and so

n n
Zci)'a’jk = zbfjcjk (i:k = 1)2:«--,77/)' (15)
=1 =1

Thus the matrices (a;;), (b;;), (c;;) are connected by the relations
(Cij)(aij) = (bij)(cij)' (16)

Let us write the two characteristic determinants in the forms
[ug |l = |ay;—A3l, (17)
lvg;| = Ibij")@fjl, (18)

4064 H
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with the usual notation for the Kronecker deltas. Using (15), we
write

wzk == z CU ujk’

Cn Ak

1M= ?M= r

= bu ik Acw
= E Vi Cike (19)
j=1
We thus have (wy;) = (ci)(uy;) = (vi5)(ciy) (20)

Now the determinant of the product of two matrices is equal to the
product of their determinants; so we have

Iwijl = Icijl . ]’“ij| = |vij| . Icijl7 where |cijj # 0; (21)

—A8;;1 = A, (A) = [b;;—A3;]. (22)

Again, each s-rowed minor of |w;;| is a linear homogeneous function

of the s-rowed minors of |u;;], or of |v;|, and vice versa. For instance,
i

hence la;;

|, n |
> ey u; XN
N 17 %o P 1j 52,
Wy Wyp| __ =1 =1 “
w Wao n n
B TR Y eaiups > ey
i=1 i=1 I
nonoley, €
. 10 1)
=2 2 Ui U2
i=1j=1|Co; C’zj
— _1_ i‘ C1is clj Uiy, Upp (03)
21,47 51 ca, cz) Uy Uy

and the method of proof is general. The converse follows from the
relations

(ugy) = (ci)Hwyy) = (ci)(wyy),  (vyy) = (wiy)eyy) ™ = (wi;)(eyy), (24)
where (cj;) is the inverse matrix. The elements of a row in (c;;) are

proportional to the first minors of those of a column in (c;); and we
have the relations

—
D

¢y; = — —, where C = |[c;;| # 0,

1y C dcji J (25)
Z ’ 2 ’

zlcu Cjr = g, =j§1%' Cjke

From the relations (23), the H.C.F. of all s-rowed minors of
A,(A) = |uy| divides every s-rowed minor of |w;;|; hence the H.C.F.
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of all s-rowed minors of |w,;| is also divisible by that of all s-rowed
minors of |u;;|. But, from the converse relations (24), we see that
the H.C.F. of all s-rowed minors of |u,]| is divisible by the H.C.F. of
all s-rowed minors of |w;;|. Hence the two expressions are identical.
But a similar connexion holds between |v;| and |w,;|. If therefore
A,(7) is the H.C.F. of all s-rowed minors of the characteristic deter-
minant A,(A), it has the same form, whether it is calculated from
la;;—A8;;| or from |b;;—A3;;.

It is obvious that A,(A) must be divisible by A,_;(}), the corre-
sponding H.C.F. of the (s—1)-rowed minors. We have already met
with the rational invariant factors

E ) = AN)/A,_1(d) (8= 1,2,...,n), (26)
in connexion with systems of simultaneous equations with constant
cocfficiénts. These can be found by elementary algebraic operations
without solving the characteristic equation. If, however, the roots
of A, () are known, and we write

E ) = A=X)(A—X))e..., (27)
where (A, A;,...) are unequal, the irrational invariants {(A—A,)%} are
called elementary divisors of A, (A).

Following a less complete reduction by Jacobi, Jordan reduced
the most general linear transformation to a canonical form, which
is the analogue of Weierstrass’s reduction of a pair of quadratic forms.
The canonical variables are divided into sets; each set is transformed

independently of the others, and corresponds to one elementary
divisor of A, (A).

Jordan’s Canonical Form. Every linear transformation (whose
determinant is not zero) is equivalent to one or more mutually inde-
pendent ones of the type
Uy =Muy, Up=A(uy+uy), Upg=A(us+ug), ..., Uy =2 (wy_1+2%,),

(28)
where A, is a root of the characteristic equation and (A—A,)* an
elementary divisor.

If there is only one variable, we must have Y] = A, y, as the only
possible type of transformation, and the theorem is true. Assuming
its truth for »n variables, we will prove it for (n41). Consider the

transformation
n+1

I,i: ,Zlaijyj (1' = 17 2,...,’)’L+1), (29)
J=
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and let A’ be any root of A, (A) = 0. We can construct a linear form
z =Y ¢;y;, such that Z = A'z. Without loss of generality, let us
suppose that ¢, ., % 0. We may then eliminate y,,, and obtain an
equivalent transformation in the independent variables (2, yy, ¥s,..., ¥,,)

Z =Xz,
n

Y, = zlbﬁ?/ﬁpiz (t=1,2,...,n).
i~

If we ignore z and apply the theorem, assumed true for n variables,
to the (,), we obtain a number of sets of the type
U, = A u+ayz,
U, = A(uy+up)+a,2,

(30)

(31)
U, = N(ug1+uy)+a,z.
Now let w=u,+4;z (¢=12,..,a), (32)
so that
Ui = Mug+[a,+ 4,8 —A)]z,
U} = M(uptug)+as— A, 0+ 4, =)z, (33)

Uy = M(ug_1+ug)-Fag— Ay 1 A+A4,(XN =4

(i) If X’ 5 A, we can choose (4, 4,,...,4,) in turn so that z shall
disappear from these formulac (33). The set (U;) is then of the
canonical type.

(ii) If A = A;, 4, does not appear in (33); but since, of course,
X £ 0, we can choose (4, A,,..., 4,_,) so that z appears only once, in
the first equation of the set, whose form is now

Ui = Nuj+a,z,
' Uj = Nui+us) 9
Ul = Ny 0 y).

(i1i) If, by chance, a@; = 0, the set (34) is canonical and no further
reduction is needed.

(iv) If there is just one set with the multiplier A" and @, # 0, we
put @,z = A'ug, and adjoin %, to the set, which is now canonical in
(x+41) variables

Up=Nuy, Up=XNj+ul), .., U,=X@iytul). (35)
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(v) If there are several sets with the multiplier A’, where the
coefficient corresponding to @, is not zero, we select the one with the
greatest number of variables and reduce it to the canonical form (35).
If B < « and another such set is (after eliminating 2) of the form

Vi=Xitbow), Vi=Nite), . Vp=X0hotop, (30)
we have only to write
v = vi—bju; (= 1,2,.,B8) (37)
to obtain the canonical set of B variables
Vi=Xv, Vi=X(it+v), .. Vi=X(p_+uvp). (38)
We have thus completed the reduction for (n-+1) variables, and the
theorem follows by induction.

14. Hamburger Sets of Solutions
Euler’s Homogeneous Equation. The interchange of solutions
around a circuit is well illustrated by luler’s equation

n

F@Ey = [II6—p)]y =0 (8 =2D), (1)

r=1
which has an isolated singularity at x == 0, and which is soluble by
elementary methods. If all the (p,) are unequal, a fundamental system
of solutions is given by y, = af (r = 1,2,...,n). After a simple
positive circuit about the origin, these undergo the canonical trans-
formation Y, =Xy, {A = oxp(2inp,)}. (2)
If F(8) has a multiple linear factor, (8—p;)™ say, the corresponding
solutions are known to be
P, aPtlog ,..., xP1(log z)™-1, (3)
These solutions are linearly transformed among themselves, but the
transformation is not of Jordan’s canonical type. But we can easily
write down an equivalent system which does undergo a canonical
transformation. For this purpose let us introduce the notations
__loga
24 4)
L(L—1)..(L—s+1)

) L ,
2 s!

After the circuit, L becomes (L-+1) and the polynomials L,, whose
form is suggested by the calculus of finite differences, become

(LA4-1)g = Ly_y+ Ly, (5)

as is immediately verified. Since (L, Ly,..., L,) arc respectively of
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degree (0, 1,...,s) in L, they are linearly independent; and the set of
solutions (3) may be replaced by the equivalent set

yo=arL,_; (s=12,.,n). (6)
These undergo the canonical Jordan transformation
y'l = Alylv X..’ = Al(y1+y2)! ces Y'nl = A1(:’/:1,—1_{'_2/11,)' (7)

Such a set of solutions is called a Hamburger set.

Solutions at an Isolated Singularity. Let x = 0 be a typical isolated
singular point of a lincar differential equation, whose coefficients are
uniform analytic functions; and let I" be a simple positive circuit
enclosing only this singular point. We shall suppose that the corre-
sponding linear transformation of the solutions has been reduced
to the canonical form, and that one of the canonical sets undergoes
the transformation (7).

Let p; be any finite root of the equation exp(2imp,) = A, and let
us put y, = xPz, (r=1,2,...,m;). Then the corresponding trans-
formation of the (z,) takes the form

Zl = Zp ZZ =21+2;, .. Zn, i zn,-—1+3n; (8)

Now welcan write down #, sets of functions which are transformed

in this manner, namely
Ly, Ly, Ly .., L, ]
0, Ly Ly, .., L,

9)
0, 0, 0, .. L,
Since the determinant of this system is L = 1, we can find n,
functions (w,) satisfying the equations
2y = Lyw,, }
2o = Ljw;+ Lyw,,
2 1 1+ 0“2 (10)
2y, == 14,:,-1“’1‘5‘-"‘*‘Lown,- J
If we substitute these forms in (8) and use (5), we find the relations
Lo W, = Lywy,
LW+ Ly W, = L, w;- Lyw,, (11)
Ln‘—l I'Vl—"'_*_L() I/Vn, = Ln,—l wy-+ +L0 Wy,
which are equivalent to
Wo=w, (r==12,.,n), (12)
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and imply that (w,) are single-valued in the neighbourhood of = 0.
They can be expanded as Laurent series
Y
w,=1(x) = 3 c,a8 (r=12,.,nm) (13)
8= —®

converging in a ring (0 << e << |[x| << R), whose inner radius is as
small as we please.t The solutions of a canonical Hamburger set can
therefore always be expressed in the form

ny
Y, = xPL. zanl_s Oy(x) (r=1,2,.,n,), (14)
§=

where (I1(x)} are locally uniform near the isolated singular point
x = 0.

Regular Solutions. It may happen that each of the Laurent series
has only a finite number of negative powers of x, which can be re-
moved by an adjustment of the value chosen for p;; the auxiliary
functions {11,(z)} will then be holomorphic. A solution of this type is
said to be regular, and a singular point where all the solutions are of
this type is called a regular singularity.

15. Fuchs’s Conditions for a Regular Singularity

THEOREM. The necessary and sufficient conditions that an wsolated
singularity, say x = 0, of the homogeneous equation (E¥) should be
reqular are that it should be at most @ pole of order r of the coefficient
p(x) of Dy, wn the canonical form where the highest coefficient is
Polx) = 1.

Following Thomé, we proceed by induction. If the equation of the
first oxder Dy-+py(ely = 0 M
has the regular solution

y = ¢y(x) = AxP[14-c,x+c,22+...], (2)
where > ¢, " converges when |z| << R, say, then we have
i) = —$i(@)/()
p1 [er+2c2+3cga?+...
___[ 14-c, x+4cy 2+ ... }

x
= _%—bo—blx—b2x2..., (3)

+ The same method can be applied if the coefficients of the differential equation
are single-valued and holomorphic in a ring (r << |x| < R) whose inner boundary is
finite and encloses several singularities, and if I' is a circuit enclosing the inner
boundary.
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where > b, ™ converges in some circle |z| < R,, where 0 << R, < R,.
Hence p,(x) has at most a pole of the first order.

Conversely, if the coefficient p,(x) of (1) is of the form (3) the solu-
tion exp[ — f p,(x) dx] is regular and has an expansion of the form (2).
Thus Fuchs’s theorem holds for equations of the first order.

Now the general equation with uniform coefficients (£;) has at
least one solution, which is merely multiplied by a constant after a
circuit about the origin. Let this be chosen as the first solution of a
certain fundamental system, which undergoes the transformation

D, (2) = A (),
n _ (4)
x) = zlaiﬂf’j(x) (2= 2,3,.,n),
i=
whose determinant is not zero. Then the expressions
— 95-(%)] -
(x) = D 2222 1= 2,3,...,n 5)
wiw =53] ¢ ) (

undergo a corresponding transformation with a determinant not equal

to zero: !

Y(z) = z%%(x) (i =2,3,.,n). (6)
j=2 1

They therefore satisfy an equation of order (n—1), whose coefficients
are uniform at x = 0,

W('/’z» l/’ss"" J’ny:)
W, =0, 7
I e ) "
or Drtet-q, (@) D"z +-q, 4 ()2 = 0. 8)
We can pass from the given equation (£}) to (8) by putting
y =) [ zda, (9)

and the coefficients arc connected by the relations
n\ D
0@ = (1) P,

92(95):(2>%ﬁ ( ] )pl(z)%?ﬂ’e(x)’ (10)

q,,'_1<x')-—-.(.fl)p7;:¢ +(Z:§)p( .)D"%f‘ﬁ‘ | .;pn_ax), _
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to which we may add the identity

ll'i‘éz+pl(x)l—)ij’§l+..-+pn(z), (1)
by $

expressing that (E}) is satisfied by ¢,(x).

First, suppose that the solutions {¢.(x)} are all regular. Then the
expansion of the leading solution ¢,(x) is of the form (2); its reciprocal
has a regular expansion

1/¢,(x) = x—P[co+cqx+csa?+..], (12)
and so (I’"¢,)/¢, has at most a pole of order r at the origin. Moreover,
the (n—1) functions {i,(z)} will also be regular; if the conditions are
assumed to be necessary for equations of order (n—1), the coefficients
{g,(x)} of (8) will have respectively poles of order r at most at z = 0.
The relations (10) and (11) taken in turn then show that {p,.(x)} will
have respectively poles of order r at most at « = 0. Thus the condi-
tions will also be necessary for equations of order n. But we know
them to be necessary for equations of the first order, and so it follows
by induction that they are necessary in general.

Conversely, suppose that {p.(x)} have respectively poles of order
r at most at x = 0. We shall see in the next chapter how to construct
a fundamental system of » regular solutions; but let us assume pro-
visionally that there is one regular solution ¢,(x) of the form (2).
Then the relations (10) show that {g,(x)} have respectively poles of
order r at most at = 0. If the conditions are assumed to be
sufficient for equations of order (n—1), all the solutions {{;.(x)} of (8)
will be regular. By (9), we then see that all the solutions {¢,(x)} of
(E£¥) will be regular; hence the conditions will also be sufficient for
cquations of order n. But we know them to be sufficient for equations
of the first order, and so it follows by induction that they are sufficient
in general.

Alternative Method.7 A direct proof of the sufficiency of the con-
ditions has been given by Birkhoff, on the lines of an investigation by
Liapounoff. If the conditions are satisfied, we may write the equation
in the normal form

0=

Dy 4 -1Py (@) D"y + .4 Py = 0, (13)
where {P,(x)} are holomorphic at = 0. If we put
y; = 1Dy (¢ = 1,2,...,n), (14)

1 G. D. Birkhoff, Trans. American Math. Soc. 11 (1910), 199-202.
4064 I
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this equation is equivalent to the system
ny‘L = (@‘1)./1'}‘?/”1 (7’ = 1)2:'-"%‘”1)’ } (15)

.’UDy" = P n 1Y2— —(P+1-n)y,.
This is a system of the type
n
iLDyL :,ZIAU(Z)Z/} (" = 172)'-':'”/); (16)
is

where {A;(x)} are holomorphic and admit an upper bound
|[44(x)| < M in the circle |z| < B (say).

Now the equation (13) has at least one solution, which is merely
multiplied by a constant after a circuit about the origin; and this

can be written in the form af: Il(x), where Il(2) = E €™ I8 a

Laurent series convergent in a ring (e << || < R), whose inner radius
may be as small as we please. The system (lo) will have a eorrespond-
ing solution y; ==a, Il (x) (¢=1,2,..,n). On the circumference
|z] = 7y of a circle lying within the ring, 1I(z) or {lI,(x)} are single-
valued and bounded. If we can find a real number « such that
[ (x)] = O(Jx]~*) as x - 0 along a fixed radius vector, we can show
that ¢,, = 0, if m << —«. For if I" is the inner boundary of the ring,
we have by Cauchy’s integral

1€, == O(e*™); (17)

ml

S!—J‘ﬂ(x)x"’"—l da
T
»

and, if (k4-m) is negative, this tends to zero as e is made arbitrarily
small.
Since (y;) are analytic functions of «, or of logz, we have

W — o yi , where r = [x|. Hence (16) gives

e =
—|2Au | < M3 1yl (18)

i=1
If (g;) are complcx numbers conjugate to (y;), let

n n
8= 2 l:l* = 2 v:0s

then we have from (18)

.

()AS t n 8_17,- !
ral= 2 )
2M2 pARIR

i=1j-1
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<u3 3 (it
i=1 751
< 2nM 8. (19)
Along a fixed radius vector (r, > r > 0), we have by integration
log S(r)—log S(r,)

logr—log 7,
and so, as r —> 0, S(r) = O@r-2nM), (21)

provided that S(r,) is bounded. Now, if p; is complex, the factor
2P can become infinitely large as am(x) increases or decreases in-
definitely. But, if am(x) is bounded, S(r,) remains bounded; we then
have, a fortiort, |y,| = O(r M) as r - 0. After removing the factor
xPy, we can choose « so that we have uniformly

(), () = O(r—) (x| =7 —>0). (22)
It then follows from (17) that the number of negative powers of # in

these Laurent series is limited. The particular solution ¢,(x) is thus
regular and the proof may be completed by induction as before.

EXAMPLES. 1V

1. JacoBr’s ForMm. Show that every linear transformation is equivalent to
one of the form
Yy = My
Yy = byyyl Ay

Yu o bnlf’/l'{"bnzyz’{"“"f"bn.n-—l?/11—1+Auyn'

2. FLEMENTARY Divisors. (i) If Ay(A) is the H.C\F. of all s-rowed minors
of A,(A), show by differentiation that cvery root of A,_;(A) = 0 is a root of
higher multiplicity of A,(A) == 0.

(i) IEALA,) == 0, A;_1(A;) # O, then A == A is a root of multiplicity (n—s-[-1)

N
at least of Ay(A) = 0; and the system 3 («a, —A;8)c; 0 (5 == 1,2,...,n) has
1=1
exactly (n—s | 1) inearly independent solations (¢®).

3. Show that the clementary divisors of the canonical characteristic deter

minant \/\1‘/\, A:s 0, 0, .. 0 |
L0, A=A A O, .. '
AN =] . . . . . . '
0, 0, 0, 0, .., A
0, 0, 0, 0, .., A=Al

are [A=A)% 1,1, L., 1),
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4. If tho characteristic determinant is of the form
4 * * .
* B ox . \)
e 0L
b
where (4, B, C,...) arc canonical subdeterminants belonging to thoe clementary
divisors {A—2X,)% (A—2Az)8, (A—2,),...} and where the asterisks represent blocks
of zeros, show that:
(1) There is a first minor A7 1A ,(A)/(A—A)*,
asecond minor  4-ArAETIA (A)/(A—A;)(A—A,)8, cte.
(i) If (A—A,)* is the only clementary divisor belonging to the root A -= A,
it is a factor in E,(A).
(iii) If (A=A))% (A—A)*, A—A,)",..., all belong to tho same root and
@ o > a’ > .., then (A—A,)* is a factor in E,(A), (A—A,)* is a factor in
E,_1(A), A—=A,) is a factor in E,_,(}), cte.
(iv) Show that E,(A) is divisible by K, _,(A), E,_,(A) by E,_,(A), etc.
[Cf. M. Bécher, Higher Algebra, 262-78; H. Hilton, Linear Substitutions,
1-33, 50-9; H. W. Turnbull and A. C. Aitken, Canonical Matrices,
64-78.]
5. Two LmriNng CAsgs. (i) An analytic function has singular points at
& == Gy, Qgyeney Ay, 0, and it 1s merely multiplied by a constant after any closed

circuit. Show that its logarithmic derivative is a uniform function, and that
it is of the form

An(/\) =

>

J(@) = (= a)Pi(w—a)n..(x—a,)nll(z),
where II(z) is uniform.
(ii) An analytic function has singular points at « == 0, « only, and has n
linearly independent branches undergoing an arbitrarily assigned linear trans-

formation after a circuit about 2 = 0. Show that its branches are cogredient
with those of an cquation of Euler’s type F(8)y = 0 (8 = D).
6. By repeated use of Fuchs’s substitution, show that a fundamental system
{¢«(x)} at & regular singularity can bo written in the form
Tpa

¢r(x) == ay(®) Ja: ay(x,) dx, T j op(2p_y) Axy_y,

where {a,(x)} are regular and freo from logarithms. Discuss how logarithms
make their appcarance in the solutions.

7. LINEARLY INDEPENDENT SoruTions. If (A,) are unequal, if 4,, are con-
stants, and if the expression

$) =3 3 Adat

?=1q=
vanishes when z = 1,2,3,..., show that

Ap=0 (p=12,..,m;q=0,1,..,n).
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8. If (p,) do not differ by integers, and if {II,,(x)} are single-valued near tho
origin, show that if the expression
m n
Fla) =3 3 wn(loga) i)
p=1¢=0
vanishes identically, then {IL,,(x)} all vanish identically.

[Consider the form of F(x) after s complete circuits about the origin. |
D
9. If {IT(x)} are single-valued near & = 0, and if 2 ¥ (logx)'lI () satisfies a
i=0
lincar equation with uniform coefficients, then so does the coefficient of cach
P
power of 4 in the expression 2° ' (A4 -|-log x)'1(z).
1=0

10. If {IT,(x)} are single-valued near x == 0, and (p,) do not differ by integers,

show that if an equation with uniform coefficients is satisfiod by

k !
3 3 an(logapllya),

\ 1=17m=
it is satisfied by each group of terms

@ ¥ (log )1l ().
)=0
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REGULAR SINGULARITIES

16. Formal Solutions in Power-Series

Indicial Equation and Recurrence Formulae. LET # = 0 be a typical
singularity where Fuchs’s conditions are satisfied. To expand the
solutions we use the normal form of Fuchs and Frobenius

anDny+ P (x)an- 1D y+ ...+ P, (x)y = 0, (1)
where {P(x)} are holomorphic at x = 0. Let 6 = xD), so that
ampm = §(§—1)...(8—m-+1), and let (1) be written in the form

F(x,8)y = 8"y+ @y ()" 'y +...+ @, (x)y = 0. (2

The coefficients (P,) and (@,) are mutually expressible as linear func-
tions of one another with constant coefficients, so that both sets are
holomorphic together. We now expand the coefficients in Taylor
series

j Qi(x) = ggﬁxf (G =1,2,..,0), (3)
and write !
Fy(8) = 8"+ Q190"+ Q38" 2+ ...+ @0 (4)

I}(s) = Qlj 8n~1+ sz 511—2_}_.”_}_ Quj'

The equation may now be written
Fle,8)y = 3 oF3)y = 0, (5)
j—=0

and on substituting as a trial regular solution

y = xlcot e xtc,a-], (6)
we have

F(x,8)y = xiFy(8)c, xpti

its
I Ms 18

T 7

=3 Saririkfptik,
1=0j-

= E x“k[z Fk—i(P+i)ci] = 0. (7)
k=0 1=0

This vanishes identically if each coefficient is zero, or if (c;) satisfy the
relations

Z F._i(p+i)e; =0 (k=0,1,2,..). (8)
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In particular, if ¢, 7 0, p must be a root of the equation

Fy(p) = p"+Quop" ..+ Qo = 0. (9)
This is called the indicial equation and its roots are called the expo-
nents of the given singularity.

Sets of Exponents. The number of linearly independent regular
solutions (6) cannot exceed the number of distinct roots of the
indicial equation and may fall short of it. For if two independent
solutions belong to the same exponent p, we can form by subtraction
a solution belonging to a higher exponent p’, which must itself satisfy
the indicial equation. Thus one distinct power-series (6) at the most
is associated with each distinct exponent.

If Fy(p) = 0, Fy(p+£k) %40 (k= 1,2,..), we may choose ¢, # 0,
and every subsequent coefficient (c,) is then uniquely determined.
But if several exponents differ by integers, the relations (8) may or
may not be compatible, and the number of distinct series may be
smaller than the number of distinet exponents.

Whenever there is a shortage of regular solutions of the type (6), on
account of multiple roots of the indicial equation or roots differing by
integers, the deficiency is supplied by solutions involving logarithms.
In practice these may be constructed either by a direct method, which
has been fully worked out by Heffter,{ or by an artifice such as the
method of Frobenius.i We shall give modified versions of both
methods in this chapter.

Let all the roots of the indicial equation which differ by integers be
collected in sets, and let each set be arranged in order of ascending
real parts. We shall show how to construct all the solutions corre-
sponding to a typical set of & distinct exponents (p;) of multiplicity
(«;). All these solutions are associated with the same multiplier
A = exp(2imp), which is a root of multiplicity > «; of the character-
istic equation belonging to a circuit about the origin.

Heffter’s procedure consists in arranging the solution as a poly-
nomial in log « of degree less than », with coefficients which are
regular series of the type (6); he constructs first all solutions not
involving log «, then those of the first degree, and so on. Instead of
this we assume at once a trial solution of the form

y = afugt+u, x+us22+...], (10)

1 L. Heffter, Einleitung in die Theorie der linearen Differentialgleichungen (Leipzig,
1894), 20-34, 104-32.
1 G. Frobenius, Crelle’s J. fur Math. 76 (1873), 214-335.
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where (u;) are polynomials in logz of degree less than n. We then
have

Fladly =3 3 ah®m+u,
=0 _7=
= 5: E P HHF (84 p+0)u,,
i=0j5=0
=2z +k[,z B 8 +p+iu), (11)
k= 1=0
which vanishes identically if (u;) satisfy the relations
k
i=0

This may be regarded as a system of linear differential equations with
constant coefficients in the independent variable ¢ = logz. We do
not require the complete primitive, but only the most general solu-
tion in polynomials. We can accordingly simplify the system as
follows.

The Auxiliary Systems. The first equation may be written
S‘f'P Uy = Io(P)”o'*‘ i Folp) 8u0+ F;(p) *uyt-... = 0, (13)

and is the generalized indicial equation. If u, is a polynomial in ¢ not
identically zero, this expression is a polynomial of the same degrec
unless Fy(p) = 0. For an effective solution, p must satisfy the
indicial equation; and if we identify it with the lowest root of the
set p = p,, the series belonging to the higher roots will appear in
due course. Since Fy(8+p;)uy, = G4(8)6"1u,, where G1(0) # 0, the
polynomial », must satisfy the reduced equation
Sy = 0. (14)
Again, suppose that the polynomials (u,,u,,..., %;_;) have been
found. If Fy(p,+k) +~ 0, u; is uniquely given as a polynomial, whose
degree does not exceed the highest degree of any carlier coefficient,
by the symbolic formula
1 k-1
—— F._(8 Y,
F0(8+p1+k)2(; Ic—z( +P1+z)un
k-1
= —(4o+4,0+4,8+..) zoFk-i(S—l‘Prf"’i)ui,
s
= Ly(wg, Uyyeees Upyq)- (15)
But if £ = p;—p,, we have
Fy+pi+k) = Fy5-+p) = G)5% {G(0) 0},  (16)

uk:'_'
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and then we have instead of (15) the relation
SK‘uPFP‘ = Ly(ug, U,y Upy) (K = p;—py). (17)
The structure of the solution is completely determined by the first
(V+1) relations, where N is the difference between the highest and
lowest exponents of the set. For every subsequent relation can be
reduced to the standard form (15). We may distinguish the 2 critical
polynomials U, = u and express all the others explicitly in

Pi=py?
the form wy = AUy, Uy, Uy), (18)
where (U)) satisfy a system of equations of the form
dal; = 0, ]
Fu®U+8%T, = 0,

19
[31(8)U;+f32(8)Up+-8%: Uy = 0, J (19)

Invariant Factors. Hamburger Sets. To each exponent p” of multi-

plicity «’ correspond solutions beginning with
zf'(logz)® (s =0,1,...,k"—1),
which may involve higher powers of logz in the later terms. To
resolve the aggregate of solutions into Hamburger sets, we have only
to eliminate as many (U,) as we can express explicitly in terms of
the rest, and to replace the reduced system of equations by an
equivalent diagonal system exhibiting the invariant factors of the
matrix of operators (19),
3V, =0 (t=12.,0<h; Je,=73 k). (20)

The (V) are explicit linear functions of (U;) and their derivatives,
and vice versa; neither set can contain a polynomial of higher degree
than all the other set. Hence each invariant factor 8¢ yields a solution
whose degree in log x is (¢’—1). If we take this as the highest solution
of a Hamburger set, the other solutions of the set are constructed by
taking successive differences. Two different invariant factors yield
distinct solutions. For we cannot make (u;) all identically zero unless
(U,) and (V) are also zero, and so no combination of (V}) yields a
nul solution except (V; = 0).

17. Convergence
Rearrangement of the Series. When the critical terms at the
beginning of the series have been found and the degree s of the solu-

tion in logz has been determined, we can calculate as many more
4064
X
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coefficients as we require by means of recurrence formulae. We shall
suppose that the lowest exponent of the set has been made zero, by
putting y = arry*, to simplify the notation. We introduce binomial
coefficients and write

® , = (s .
= S uat = ) ¥, (log 25, 1
y=Sua Z(;) (log2) )
= (8 . © .
where Uy = ,; (J) ¢;:(log z)*=, Y; :lgocﬁx . (2)
By Leibnitz’s theorem, we have
m —_— m: m—1. 2
dmfuv] = Zi—!( _z)’S u.8%; (3)
and hence, for any linear operator F == F(z,3) of order n,
Fluwv] = z S FOuldo, (4)

where F® is an operator of order (n—¢), formally defined by differen-
tiation as though & were a variable

F® = FiXz, §) = —F(x 5). (5)

Now Fy = F[z Y(logx) ]
= z Z —-———'J '{F“’Yj}S’ log ')e-
=0j-0
= (€ 81~
ZZ 'j'(s {F Y;}(log )s—i-1
s ( k
= (log x)""[ ( ) F"‘*”Y-]. (6)
,Z) ’f‘) ]ZO J ’
We must therefore have
K
> ("_)m—ﬁyj —0 (k=0,1,.,8): 1)
& \])
j=0

and, by re-combining these relations, where s does not appear expli-
citly, we find that the expressions

Y,, [Yologz+Y)], [Y(logx)2+2Y;(logx)+X,], ete., (8)
are each a solution of Fy = 0.
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We now arrange (7) in powers of x, and find

k © ©
,ZM,Z Z ( )pr"‘—J) (8)c;; x*
= Z i z (;c_)xmi PN (i)e;
> [ii()w e, ]:0. 9)

Since each coefficient vanishes, we have

L

Z z (’;)Fg;c:g;(i)cﬁ =0 (k=0,1,.,8 ¢=0,1,.,00), (10)

§=01i=0
and in particular, for ¢ = 0,

& (R e

z () FE0(0)cp =0 (k=0,1,..,8); (11)
=V
these relations are compatible because [F(0)]P+! = 0, since zero is a
root of the indicial equation.

If p = N is the highest exponent of the set, we assume that
coefficients of all powers of 2 up to 2V have been determined by the
methods of §16. If ¢ > N, Fi(q) # 0, and the coefficients of z2 are
uniquely given by (10) in terms of the carlier coefficients.

Convergence. Let d be the shortest distance between = 0 and any
other singularity. Then the series {Q;(x)} are all convergent when
l] < d; the convergence of (¥;) may then be proved by means of the
following lemma. Let > b, 2* be any series convergent when |z| < d,
and such that the equation

F(z,8)Y =,§0bk o (12)

is formally satisfied by a power-series ¥ = Y c,«*; then that power-
series is convergent when |z| < d.

Assuming for a moment the truth of this lemma, we first establish
the convergence of Y, by putting zero on the right-hand side of (12).
Then, if we have proved the convergence of (¥, Y;,...,Y;_,), we can
reduce the equation (7) giving Y, to the above form (12); and another
application of the lemma establishes the convergence of ¥,. The
convergence of the complete set of power-series follows by induction
with respect to k.
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Now (12) gives the recurrence formulae
k
,Eoi;c_j(j)c,- =b, (k=0,1,2,..), (13)
i=

which are (by hypothesis) algebraically compatible. Let x be any
number such that |z| =r < d; and let B = }(r+d) <d. Then
because > Q. «* and ¥ b, 2* are absolutely convergent when |z| = R,

their terms have upper bounds
| Qx| B*, b R* < M. (14)
Hence, for positive integers j, we have
Bl = | 3 @utsep®™
m=1
< MR +j+52+... 57
< MBI 411, (15)
Again, since Fy(k) # 0 (k > N), and since llcim[lf’o(k)/k"] = 1, we can

find a positive 6 such that
Fy(k) = 6k (k > N). (16)
From (18), (14), (16) we get the inequality

O lo,] < S MRHGHL Yo+ MR (k> N).  (17)
=0

We now construct a dominant series > Cp 2% > Y ¢, 2% by putting
Ck > lck! (k = O’ 1,~--;N)) (18)

8n REC, — M[1+:§:( 1R
= §(k—1)"R¥-1C,,_,+Mk"-'Rk-1C,._, (k> N). (19)
Since lim (C,/C,_;) = 1/R < 1/r, the dominant series Y Cj a* is
absolut’:f; convergent for the value of x in question, and a fortiors

the series > ¢, 2. The lemma has accordingly been proved; and the
convergence of all the series (¥;) follows.

18. Apparent Singularities
Example. Consider the equation
xD*—(14-2)Dy+y = 0, (1)
which has a regular singularity at = 0. If we substitute
y = 3 ¢, 2**", we have the indicial equation and recurrence formulae
plp—2)co = 0, }
(P"’“n"‘z)[(f)"l"n)cn_cn—l] =0 (n=12..).
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As the exponents (0, 2) differ by an integer, we must examine whether
the solution belonging to the lower exponent is free from logarithms.
In fact, on putting p = 0, we find that ¢, and ¢, are both arbitrary,

and that
¢, = €y,

ne, = c¢,_, (n=3,4,..). }

The solution is y = A(1+x)+ Be®, as may easily be seen by elemen-
tary methods. Now this is always holomorphic at x = 0, so that we
are led to ask why this should be a singular point. The reason is that,
when x = 0, we have (y = A+ B, Dy = A+ B), so that arbitrary
values cannot be assigned to y and Dy at the origin.

(3)

Conditions for an Apparent Singularity. A singular point where
the complete primitive of the differential equation is holomorphic is
called an apparent singularity. If x = 0 is an apparent singularity of
an cquation of order n, therc are n linearly independent ordinary
power-series (y;) satisfying the equation, and we can arrange by sub-
traction that no two of them shall belong to the same exponent.
Accordingly the exponents of the singularity are » unequal non-
negative integers (p;). Now the Wronskian determinant

IV(?/ls Yaseees yn)
is also regular, and belongs to the exponent

o = prtpet..Fpp—in(n—1). (4)
This exponent o is a positive integer for every admissible set of ex-
ponents except (0,1, 2,...,n—1), when we have o = 0. We then have,
by Liouville’s formula,

pl(x) = —-—DIOg W(yli y‘.’)"'syn)
- —g+b°+blx+b2x2+.... (5)

If ¢ # 0, p,(x) has a pole at x = 0 and the point cannot be an ordinary
point. But if ¢ = 0 and if, as we are assuming, every solution is
holomorphic, every coefficient of the equation

u](yl’y21"‘>ymy) = 0 (6)
’V(yl’ Yasees yn)
is holomorphic at = 0, and the point is an ordinary point of the
equation.
We can of course have a singular point where the exponents are
(0,1,2,...,n—1), but in that case the solution involves logarithms.
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As an example, the reader may examine the equation

) xD¥—y = 0. (7)
If the roots of the indicial equation at = 0 are unequal non-negative
integers, we must examine the most general holomorphic solution
y=>c,x" If N = (p,—p,) is the difference between the highest
and lowest exponents, we must examine the compatibility of the
(VN+1) recurrence formulae satisfied by the coefficients of (s,
ap+l af). The necessary and sufficient condition that the point
should be an apparent singularity is that the « critical coefficients of
the powers (2#t) should be arbitrary, or that the rank of the system
should be (N—=n-+1). We can always write the cocfficients of the
non-critical powers of z explicitly in terms of these n critical ones,
and obtain a reduced system of relations between the latter only:

Aucp, =0,
Ay €+ A, =0, (8)

A, Cp,+---+AnnCp,, = 0.

The necessary and sufficient condition for an apparent singularity
is that all the coefficients (4;;) should vanish. Further details of the
procedure will be found in Heffter’s treatise.}

It may happen that all the exponents at a regular singularity are
unequal, but differ only by integers, and that the solution is found
to be free from logarithms. In that case the solutions are rendered
holomorphic by a transformation of the type y = (x—£&)Py*, and the
point is said to be reducible to an apparent singularity.

19. The Method of Frobenius

D’Alembert’s Method. Suppose we know that Euler’s equation
F@d)y = 0 is satisfied by y = Y C,af, where (p,) are the roots of the
indicial equation F(p) = 0. If the roots are unequal, this solution is
the complete primitive; but if there are multiple roots, fresh solutions
of a different type must be found. The latter can be obtained by
evaluating the limits of such expressions as

ai ah o akl| o |p pE o pf
P —xP3 .
pi—p ’ Pr P2 P3|~ |P1L P2 P3p (1)
v 1 1 1 1 1 1

t Loc. cit. 20-34,
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when p; - p, = p3. The required solutions are, as we know, of the
type arlogz, xfi(logx)?, etec., when p, is a double or triple root.
D’Alembert’s method consists in introducing a parameter into the
equation, and studying the behaviour of the complete primitive as
that parameter approaches some critical value. Frobenius has
elaborated a method of this kind for obtaining all the solutions of a
linear equation at a regular singularity, when the exponents become
equal or differ by integers. We retain the same notation as before.

The Auxiliary Equation. Frobenius’s plan is to consider an equa-
tion of the form P, 8)y = f(a)e® ' 2)
where « is a parameter at our disposal. We shall choose f(«) slightly

differently from Frobenius, so that the coefficients of the solution
shall be integral functions of «. If the indicial polynomial at = 0 is

Fy(p) = (p—p1)(p—p2)---(p—pn); 3)
we write V() = D'z—p)['(z—p,)...I'(z—p,), (4)
1 = 2
here = eY% 14 %)e-2ir |, 5
where i) € zg[( +r)e ] (5)
and y is Euler’s constant. We now consider the equation
F(z,d)y = x*[¥(a), (6)

whose right-hand side vanishes when « = p;—m, where m is zero or
any positive integer.
We substitute formally

Y = P, a) = x"‘kgoc,c(a)x"’, (7)
and obtain the relations
Fy(o)eo(w) = 1/¥(w),

k . (8)
ZoFk_i(a—}—z)ci(a) =0 (k=12,3,.).
Since we know that
I'(z+41) = 2I'(2), Y(z+1) = F(z)¥(2), 9)
we find that Cola) = 1/¥'(a+1), (10)

and we observe that cy(p,) 5% 0, if « = p,, is the highest of a set of

roots differing by integers of the indicial equation Fy(a) = 0. We

have further

_ (= )Fhy()co(x) _ (=)Vhy(a)
Fy(at+1)Ey(at2).. Fyatk) — W(atki+1)

cila)

(11)
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by (9) and (10), where A,(«) stands for the determinant

Fi(a) Fy(a+1) 0 0
B0 Fatl) Fa+2) .. 0
Py =] . . . . .+ . < < . . . . . .l 12

Fia(@) Fpola+1) Fpga+2) ... Fylatk—1)
F() F,_(at+1) F,_y(a+2) .. Fatk—1)

Since this is a polynomial in « and 1/¥(x+£%--1) is an integral func-
tion, ¢,(«) is an integral function, for which we require a uniform
upper bound in a circle |o| << K. To obtain a dominant polynomial
for A,(«), we use the relations § 17, (15),

Fiy(o) L o'+ M(a+1)"1 = o +¢(a) say, }
Fy(o) K R M (a+1)"1 = R-9%() (g > 0),
where R is any fixed number smaller than the distance from z = 0

to any other singularity, and M depends only on R. We now observe
that in the expansion of the determinant

(13)

’ a,,  —by, 0, .., 0
215 a5 —by, .., 0
(14)
Qg1 Ok-v2  HUp-13> - O
g1, Ao Az, oo e
every term is positive. Hence
R(a), —(a+1)"—P(a+1), ..., 0
B2(a),  B'¢(a+1), .., 0
hy(a) < e e e e e e e e e e
R-Fd(a),  R*EP(a+t1), vy, —(a+k—1)"—p(at+k—1)
R-*¢(a), Ri-kp(a+1), e R-p(a+Ek—1)
k-1
= Bg(a) [T (ot )+ 26(atn)] (15)

Now we can choose a positive number 4 such that
$(0), am+24(2) < (a+4A); (16)
hence we have, uniformly in the circle |x| < K,
hi(e) < RHT(EK+A+E)/T(K+A)] (17)
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Again, when > oy = > B, we have, from the definition (5) of I'(z)
as a product,

0

i T[] = 2 T[T )]

r=0
= 1
= lim [] [1+0(ﬁ)] — 1. (18)
Hence, as k — o0, we have
[F(K+A+l ]” I'nK-+nd—na—n-+ Zp@—}—k (19)
W(atk+1) (k)

From (11), (17), and (19) we have now, when |«| < K,

lea(@)] < B-+H(K)T(2nK+B-+k)(T(k), (20)

where H(K) does not depend on k.

The integral functions {c,(«)} may be differentiated as often as we
please; and upper bounds for the derivatives when |af < K' < K
are given by Cauchy’s integral

o (o zm J k(2) dz (21)

taken around the circle |z| = K; we have accordingly

8! R-*H(K)['(2nK+ B+k)

lef) ()| < -w"—(‘K K')“+11‘zk—)~ . (22)
The expressions (20) and (22) suggest dominant series of the type

-2nK-B

K)1—=.

a( >( R)
Since R is any number we pleasc smaller than d and K is any finite
constant, the series Y ¢ ¢ (x)2z* converge uniformly with respect to
« in any finite domain, provided that || <X d—e << d. The solution
d(x, o) is given by multiplying this series by x*, which is an integral
function of « for any value of z 5 0.

for 3 ¢;(a)@® and its derivatives with respect to a.

Solutions given by a Set of Exponents. In a circle |[z—z,| < 7,
which lies entirely within |z| < d but excludes the point x = 0, the

relation F@,8)$(x,a) = 2%/¥(w) (23)
is an identity between integral functions of «, which may be differen-
tiated as often as we pleasc. If p, is the exponent with the highest

real part in our typical set of exponents differing by integers, we see

from the definition (4) that « = p,, is a zero of multiplicity «, of the
4064 L
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right-hand side; but from (10) we know that cy(p;) 5% 0. We can thus
obtain &, solutions of F(z,8)y = 0 from the relations

Pz, a)[ e a)] —0 (5=0,1.,5—1).  (24)
X=pp
These solutions are necessarily independent, since they are respec-
tively of degree (0,1,...,x,—1) in logz, which appears when we
differentiate x*.
The second highest exponent of the set p,_, is a zero of multiplicity
(kp-1+xy,) of the right-hand side of (23), and yields («;_,+«;)
solutions

F(a, 3)[ b(a, a)] — 0 (s=0,1,,k_4rs—1). (25)
X=Ppoy
But a = p,,_, is also a zero of multiplicity «; of cy(«), so that the first
«;, of the solutions (25) turn out to belong to the exponent p; and to
be combinations of the solutions already given by (24). The last
K,y Solutions are new and linearly independent.
In the same way, the third exponent yields («,_,+x,_;+«3)
solutions

F(x, 5)[ -¢(x, a)] =0 (§=0,1,.,6_s+r,_1+K,—1), (26)
A=Pyg

of which the first («x,_,-+«;) are combinations of the solutions (24)

and (25) and the last «;,_, are new, and so on. Every solution can

thus be deduced from the expression ¢(x,«) by suitable operations.

20. The Point at Infinity. Equations of the Fuchsian Class
Change of the Independent Variable. If the equation (£¥*) has m
isolated singularities (x = a,, @,,..., @,,) in the finite part of the plane,
they can all be enclosed in a circle |x| = R, outside of which the
coefficients are holomorphic, except at # = oo, which is an isolated
singular point or an ordinary point. To examine its character, we
put x = 1/z, and we say that x = oo is an ordinary, regular, or
irregular point (as the case may be) of the given equation, according
as z = 0is an ordinary, regular, or irregular point of the transformed
equation. Thus z = oo is placed on exactly the same footing as any
other point; this is graphically illustrated when we make a stereo-
graphic projection of the plane of the complex variable z (in the
usual Argand diagram) upon the surface of Neumann’s sphere.
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A convergent series of the form

$(x) =

is said to belong to the exponent p at infinity.

C
x‘;+xp+l+w+ (¢ # 0) (1)

Conditions for a Regular Singularity. If we use the form

Sny+Q1(x)8'L_ly++Q7;(z)y = 0: (2)
1 ,_ 4 d
and put z =, & = =g = o= 3, (3)

we have at once
1
8y — Q()W‘w+ +PﬁQ(ﬁy=0- (4)

The necessary and sufficient conditions that z = 0 (or 2 = co) should
be regular are that {@;(c0)} should be finite. In the canonical form,
this means that {z‘p,(x)} must remain finite as x - oo, or that

Pi(x) = O(x™).
Conditions for an Ordinary Point. To transform the canonical form
(%), we put
D¥y = x-%§(8—1)...(6—k+1)y,
= Y8+ k—1)(8+k—2)...8(xFy),
= (=28 —k+1)(8 —k+2)...8" (Fly),
= (= kDY), (5)

@zimMMW{mw:m

= 'l~r ( )zn—n—l]_)'n —r(zn ~r—-1y)’

n n-—r

= (—)p, (;)zn—rﬂ(n k_r) (D'n -r—kzn-r-l)(D'ky)’

r=0k=0
n n-—-r '
=>> ) e ey ©)
2 (k—1)1
r=0%k=0
We now put k£ = (n—s) and change the order of summation,

Fy=3 3} (L) e e,

S[S el o
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The leading term here is (—)"22*D'"y, so that the canonical form
corresponding to the independent variable z is

Fry = D'y +pt()D =yt + pEEY, ®)
where

p¥(z) = z( (n s)n_g"__‘_% —r—spr( ) L2 m)
Pa(2) = (_)"z‘z"z’n(zl).

Now z = 0 is an ordinary point of the new equation, if all these
expressions are holomorphic; hence the necessary and sufficient
conditions that = co should be an ordinary point of the original
equation (K}}) are that the analytic functions

: [r—r\n—r—=1)! 1
Z(—)(n_s)( —i ) =1 2en), |

r=0
and (__)nx2n u .Z') {po(x) = 1}3
should remain finite there.

(9)

The Indicial Equation. If infinity is a regular singularity, we find,
on introducing an expansion of the form (1), that the coefficient of
the dominant term gives us the indicial equation in either of the
OIS Qu(e0)p -1+ Qo002 . (=) @u(e0) = O,
or
plpt1)...(p+n—1)—=F(0)p(p+1)...(p+n—2)+...4(—)"*F,(0) = O,

(11)
where P.(z) = a«"p,(x) as before.

Equations of the Fuchsian Class. If the only singularities are m
isolated regular singularities in the finite part of the plane and a
regular singularity at infinity, the equation is said to be of the
Fuchsian class. If we put

$(@) = (x—a)(x—a,)...(x—a,), (12)
where (a;) are the affixes of the singularities at a finite distance from
the origin, the necessary and sufficient conditions that these should
be regular are that {y"p.(x)} should be holomorphic for all finite
values of 2. These expressions are accordingly integral functions of
z; but {x"p,(2)} are finite at infinity, so that we have

[E@)]p () = Mgp-pp(@)  (r = 1,2,...,0), (13)
where II () means a polynomial of degree .
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We can now write the equation in the form

¢nDny+Hm—1 l/Jn_an—ly"i— '”+Hmn—n y = 0’ (14)
with polynomial coefficients; the advantage of working with this form
in practice, in preference to the canonical one, is that the recurrence
formulae have only a finite number of terms.

Fuchs’s Relation between the Exponents. If we put

_ M) < A4,

py(x) == 2 = ., 15
Pi(w) = =5 Z s (15)

the indicial equation at * = a; takes the form
plp—1)..(p—n+1)+4;p(p—1)..(p—n+2)+... = 0,  (16)
so that the sum of the exponents at x = @; is [fn(n—1)—4,]. The

indicial equation at infinity is

plpt+1)...(p+n—1)—(X A)p(p+1)...(p+n—2)+... = 0;  (17)
s0 that the sum of the exponents at infinity is [> 4;,—4n(n—1)].

Hence we have the result that the sum of all the (m--1)n exponents is

m+1l n

2 z Pij = 3(m—1)n(n—1). (18)

1—179=

Equations of the Second Order. The most general equation of the
Fuchsian class and of the second order is

D~J+~';211Dy+ f;; Iy =0, (19)

or I)2J+{Z } J+{z(w a,) 2+z (x— a} 0, (20

where Y C; = 0, as we see by cxpanding the last coefficient in
descending powers of z. Now, at z = a;, the indicial equation is
p(p—1)+A; p+B; = 0. If the roots of this are p = p; and p = pj,
we have

A; = 1—p,;—pi, B;,=p;p; (= 1,2,.,m), (21)

which gives the canonical form

(S5 S - o

1=1

The indicial equation at infinity is
plo+1)—(3 Ao+ 3 3 (B+-Cia) (23)
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and Fuchs’s relation (18) may be written in the easily remembered
form m
Zl(l—Pr—Pi)-Hl—Poo—Péu) =2 (24)

7=

If infinity is an ordinary point of the equation of the second order,
we find from (10) that

2 1 1
pe) = 2+0(3).  niw = o3, (25)
or, with the form (20) of the coefficients,
$4,=2,30,=0;3(B+0Cia) = 0,3 (2B,a,+C;a) = 0. (26)
i=1 =1 151 &
Reduced Forms. If we put y = ¢(x)u, we have
2¢'(x } { @ @),
D* D ~ = 0. (27
wt{pi)+ 25 S Dut o) i) 55+ % e = 02

We can choose ¢(x) in 2™ ways, so as to reduce to zero one exponent
at every singularity in the finite part of the plane; one choice is

J m

$(x) = E(x a;)f (28)
and the others are obtained by interchanging (p;, p;). If we introduce
the exponent-differences 3, = (pj—p;), we find that (27) takes the

form 1—s,
Dz m-~ 2 C
(S ren
exhibiting the exponent-differences (5;). We may call this the first
reduced form.

We can also choose ¢(x) so as to make the middle term of (27) dis-
appear; this requires that

$(x) = exp[—1 [ py(2) dx], (30)
and leads to the second reduced form
D¥y+JTu = 0, (31)
where I is the invariant
1 = py(x)—3Dpy(x)—Hpy(*)}, (32)
or I= Z ((;ﬁ 82))‘&—]—“3{2. (33)
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The necessary and sufficient condition that the equations
D2+ p,(x)Dy+py(x)y = 0, } (34)
D%+q,(x)Dz+q,(x)z = 0,
should be transformable into one another by putting y = zx(x) is
that they should have the same invariant, or that

—3Dpi—ipl = I = ¢;— 3D — 14t (35)
EXAMPLES. V
1. BesseL's EQuatioN. If v is not an integer, the solution of
22D% +-xDy+(x*—v?)y = 0
is y = AJ,(x)+ BJ_,(x), where
e _ )m(%w 2m+v
Z m! T(m+4v+1)’

2. Bessel’s equation of order zero
xD*y+Dy+xy = 0
o0
can be satisfied by ¥ == 3 u,,x*™, where (ugy,) are polynomials of the first
m--0
degree in log z, determined by the relations
8%y == 0, (8--2m)2uyy+Ugy 5 = O.
The reduced equations for polynomials are of the form

1
Ugy = — m“zm-m

T L
45"(_177)‘7:.)‘(1 7()0;)(1 ma— l) (1 - —Sl-)u"’

(:).mﬁ[l_(1+§+ §+...+%)8]u0

- Z"’(m!)2
The solution Jy(x) corresponds to u, — 1. If we put u, = 2log(}x)+ 2y,
(m+ l) . 1 1 1
Tm+) - 1+§+§+-~+m——‘y,

where y is Euler’s constant, we have Hankel’s function

Ym+1) =

Z )™ o L og(3ar) — 2 + 1)1,

(m’)2

Since Y(m+1) ~ logm, the series converges for all finite values of x, except
z =0,
3. If »n is a positive integer, J,(x) = (—)*J_,(x). Tho seccond solution

y =z " z u,mx-"‘] where (u,,,) are polynomials of the first degree in logz,
m=0
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is determined by the relations
8(8—2n)u, = 0, (84 2n)8uyp+ugy_g = 0,
(84 2)(8+2k—2n)ugy -+ g = O (o 5% O,n).
Show that the equation is satisfied by
n—1
— p— 1 ! 2m—n
Yi(z) = — @ﬁ_m_%_@ﬂ__ n

i — )'rn(%x)zm-f-n 2 I
+ ,,,Z,o Almn) [2log(}x)—ib(m+-1)—if(m+n+1)].
4. KuMMER'S EQuAaTIONS. The doubly confluent hypergeometric equation
xD*y+cDy—y = 0
is satisfied, when ¢ is not an integer, by
y=4 Fl(c~x)+Bx‘“°oFl(2—-c;x),

22
1.2.¢(c+1)
Show that the equation is connected w1th Bessel’s by the relation

2
Julz) = 1’?:)1 ol (”+1 - Z)
5. The simf)ly confluent hypergeometric equation
zD*y+(c—x)Dy—ay = 0
is satisfied, when c is not an integer, by
y = A ,F(a; c-m)—{—Bx“‘lF (a—c+1;2—c;x),

where Fila;csz) = 1+ e z4- lvt;(ac?; ll-) 1-)

If ¢ is an integer, the condmon that the solution should bo free from
logarithms is

where oFy(c; ) = 1+ + 4.

ot

(i) e >1, (a—c+1)a—c+2)...(a—1) = 0,
or (ii) e <1, a(a4-1)(a+2)..(a—c) = 0.
6. If ¢ = 1, the logarithmic solution is in general

Yy = z I‘((Z%—;@ a™[log x4-h(a+m)—2ih(m+1)].
m=0
Examine the form when a is a negative integer or zero.
7. If ¢ is an integer greater than unity, tho solution involving logarithms is

in general

y = ‘i (_)c—ml‘(a-—c—f—}—{—m)(c—2—m)!xm_c+l+

m!

T
+ Z u((fni?*xﬁmg” la+m)—(e+m)—h(m-+1)].

By putting y = :c“cy or otherwise, obtain the corresponding form when c is
an integer less than unity.
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8. HyrPErGEOMETRIC EQUATION. If ¢ is not an integer, the equation
z(1—z)D%+[c—(a+b+1)x]Dy—aby = 0

is satisfied by
Yy = AF(a,b;c;xH—Bxl“"F(a—c—l—l b—c+1;2—c;x),
L ab a(a+1)b(b+1) 2
where F(a,b;c;x) - 1+ +——i—2;(c~_—|_-l—)— +oe

9. If ¢ is & positive integer, the equation is in general satisfied by
K _mL@—c+14+m)T(b—c+1+m)(c—2—m)lz™°+!
y= Z (—) - +

T (b
+ Z L@ IO tog a-+h(a-+m) 5+ m)— o+ m)—shm-+ )

10. If ¢ is an integer less than unity, the equation is in general satisfied by

T(a4+m)T(b+m)(—ec— m)'

y= S(—)ﬂm

m!
m=0
r T(
+ iZ!—:;H)xm[logx—i—zﬁ(a-{-m)+z/:(b+m)—z/1(c+m)——¢(m+ 1)1
m=1-—c¢

11. (i) Tho exponents of the hypergeometric equation at x = 0 are (0, 1—c).
If ¢ is an integer other than unity, the singularity will bo free from logarithms if

¢c>1 and chl [(@—r)(b—7)] = 0,
r=1

or c<1 and ﬁo[(a-l-r)(b-l—?‘)] = 0.

(ii) The exponents at x = 1 are (0,c—a—>b). If (c—a—b) is an integer
other than zero, the singularity will be free from logarithms if

atb—c
(a+b—c) >0 and T[] [(a—r)b—r)]=0,
r=1

or (@tb—c) <0 and ‘[T [a+rb+r] = 0.

r=0
(iii) The exponcents at = == o0 are (a,b). If (a—b) is an integer other than
zero, the singularity will be free from logarithms if

a>b and “TI [G+nb—ctn] =0,
r=0

or a<b and b—ﬁl[(a-}—r)(a—c-f-r)] = 0.
r=0

12. Examine the singularities of the associated Legendre equation

2
(1-29Dty—2Dy-+ [+ 1) - ez |v

4064 M
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13. Show that Laplace’s tidal equation
d [( 1—a?) dy] _
oo aal P = 0
has regular singularities at # = 41, apparent singularities at ¢ = 4 f, and an
irregular singularity at x = co.
[Tt is simplest to use Prof. A. E. H. Love’s transformation

_ (-2 dy @

“Faa Mo
which gives (1—22)D%2+B(f2—a?)z = 0.

See H. Lamb, Hydrodynamics (5th cd.), 313.]

14. Construct a linear differential equation of the second order satisfied
by y = (x—1)® and y = (z+1)% If p 5 ¢, show that thcre are regular
singularities at * = 41, oo, and an apparent singularity at * = (p+q)/(g—p)-

15. Show that the exponents of an equation of the Fuchsian class are un-
changed by a linear transformation z’ = (Ax+ B)/(Cz+ D). Hence show that
the most general equation with only one regular singularity can be trans-
formed into D"y = 0, and that with two into Euler’s homogeneous equation
F(@)y = 0.

16. Verify the expansions in the preceding examples by the method of
Frobenius, where it is applicable.



VI
THE HYPERGEOMETRIC EQUATION

21. Riemann’s P-Functiont

Definition. THE most celebrated equation of the Fuchsian class is the
hypergeometric equation, and it is instructive to begin by showing
how it is determined by certain quite general properties of the solu-
tion. Following Riemann, we denote by

a b ¢
Pla B y =
al BI y'

any branch of a certain many-valued analytic function of  with the
following properties.

(1) Every branch is finite and holomorphic, except at the three
singular points x = a, b, ¢c.

(ii) Any three branches are linearly connected.

(iii) At # = a there are two principal branches (P®, P©®)) which
are ‘regular’ and belong to the exponents («, «'). Similarly there are
two regular branches (P®, P®)) belonging to the exponents (B,B’)
at x = b, and (P®), P»Y) belonging to the exponents (y,y’) at z = c.

(iv) The exponent-differences (o'—a), (8'—PB), (y'—7) are not
integers; and the six exponents are always connected by the relation

ato' +B+p +y+y = L (1)

It is evident that the meaning of the P-symbol is unaltered if we
permute the first three columns, or if we exchange the two exponents
(a, ') in the same column, and similarly (8,8’) or (y,y’).

Linear Transformation. If we put

, Ax+B
' = vt D (AD—DBC # 0), (2)
we obtain a P-function of the new independent variable z’, with
gingularities at the points ' = a’, b’, ¢, corresponding to 2 = a, b, c,
and with the same exponents, so that

a b ¢ a b
Piao B y z2z)=Pla B y 2. (3)
al ﬁl yl al ﬁl ‘yl

t B. Riemann, Mathematische Werke (1892), 66-83,
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In particular, we can make the singularities coincide with 2’ = 0, <, 1
by putting . (@—a)(b—c)

" (x—b)a—c)
and we observe that this is one of the anharmonic ratios of the set of

numbers (a, b,¢,z). For the P-function with the singularities in the
standard position we may write more simply

(4)

0 o 1 8

Pla B y =z EP(a, , yl x) (5)
C o o By
o By

By permuting (a,b,c) the transformation (4) may be effected in six
different ways, the new variables being connected by the relations

, 1 1 x x—1
=z, 11—z -, - s , .
z l1l—z xz—1 x

(6)

The same function is represented by six schemes with different
independent variables

j _
P(a Biy x) p(B v« l), P(V « B = }),
a’ ﬁ’ y’ ! y’ al l__x '}/’ al B! x

0TS I G

Change of Exponents. [t also follows from the definition that

(7)

o\ a b ¢ a b c
(”_b) (x_b)P « By a)=Plats B—5—c yte z§, (8)
B; ’ (X,+8 ﬂl__s__e '}’,‘{“5

and similarly

21— x)‘P( ‘3 Y z) = P(a—{—s p—d=—e ye x) (9)
By a'+8 B—38—e y'+e
We can thus assign arbitrary values to two exponents at two distinct
singularities, without introducing a new singularity or disturbing the
relation (1). These transformations leave invariant the exponent-
differences (o'—a), (8'—B), (y'—y); we may therefore write
P(a’—a, B'—B,y"—y, ) for the family of functions

« By
x5(1~x)‘P( L )
o« By )
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The Differential Equation. After describing any closed circuit, two
linearly independent branches (y,,y,) of the P-function are trans-
formed into branches of the form (a,; ¥, + @15 Y2, @91 Y1+ 225 Y,), Where
(@ Bpo—a4505;) #~ 0. Hence the determinants

v Dy, D%,
y. Dy, D,
are each multiplied by (a,,@,,—a,50,,), and so any other branch
satisfies an equation of the second order with uniform coefficients

W (Y1, Y2, 9) — 0. (11)
W(yliy 2)

This has regular singularities at z = 0, oo, 1; any other singularities
must be apparent, since the solutions are holomorphic. But apparent
singularities are excluded by the condition (1). For consider the
Wronskian of any two independent solutions W(y,,¥,); in the neigh-
bourhood of x = 0 this may be written as a numerical multiple of
the Wronskian of the principal branches W(P®, P(®), which is
regular and belongs to the exponent («+a«'—1). Hence and by
similar reasoning

(10)

Wy, ys) = O(x*+>-1) as x -0,
= O(x—B-F-1) as & — 0, (12)
= O{(1—=z)r+-1} asz—1. I

Accordingly the expression
$(x) = 2~ (1=2)7 "Wy, yo) (13)
is holomorphic for all finite values of ; and, as « - oo, we find from
(12) that
d(x) = O(al-a-H1-y-y)-0+p+f)) = O(1), (14)
on account of the relation (1). By Liouville’s theorem ¢(z) is a con-
stant; and so W(y,,¥,) cannot vanish for any finite value of x other
than zero or unity, and hence there are no apparent singularities, for
the reasons explained in § 18.
The differential equation is now found to be uniquely determined
by its singularities and exponents, by the method of § 20, (20)-(23),
in the form

D*?/Jr[l P e ]DJ+

xr r—1

BB —

vy -, _
eyt ey =
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For the general scheme, Papperitz obtained the elegant canonical form

D+ | 3 2 oyt

aa’(@—b)(@a—c) Y _
D e P e P A U

Reduced Forms. We can reduce one exponent to zero at each of
the singularities 2 = 0, 1, in accordance with (9), by putting

P(a By x) = x“(l——x)VP( 0 athty 0 x) (17)
o By o'—a at-fty y'—y
By interchanging («, a’) or (y,y’) we can effect the reduction in four
ways; and since the method is applicable to each of the six schemes
(7), we obtain altogether twenty-four reduced forms in six different
independent variables.

If we introduce the exponent-differences

A=d—a, p=p—B, v=19y"—y, (18)
we find from (1) that
J at+pBt+y = H{1—-A—p—v); (19)
and so the reduced scheme (17) may be written
Ml —A—p—
P(O 3(1—A—p—v) O x)’ (20)
A M1-Adp—y) v

and on inserting these values in (15) we have the reduced equation

1—-A 1—v (1—=A—p—v)(1—=A+p—v)
R ] L Rl

The other reduced forms are found by changing the signs of A or v.
The second reduced form, or tnvariant form, is found by removing
the middle term of the equation. We must therefore make the sum
of the exponents unity at x = 0 and z = 1, and this can only be done
in one way for a given scheme. The new scheme is
1(1—2) —}(1 1(1—
P(z( ) 3(14p) 3(1—v) :1:), (22).
1+2) —i(1—p) 3(1+4v)
and corresponds to the differential equation
1-22 1—y? A—p2412—1
2, - =
D y+[ P T Wk e ]y o, (23
which involves only the squares of the exponent-differences.
The Hypergeometric Equation. While Riemann’s equation clearly
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exhibits the exponents, it is not the most convenient form for
numerical calculations. We identify (21) with the standard hyper-
geometric equation

2(1—z)D%+[c—(a+b+1)x]Dy—aby = 0, (24)
by writing

= l—c¢, u = +(a—b), v = c—a—>b,

a,b = }(1—A4+pn—v), c=1-—A }

The scheme of the hypergeometric equation (24) is therefore

P( 0 @ 0 x) (26)

(25)

l—¢c b c—a—b
and we observe that the condition (1) is automatically satisfied.

22. Kummer’s Twenty-four Series
Solutions at the Origin. To construct the regular solutions of the
typey = 2f 3 ¢, a", we use the form

8(3-+o—1)y—a(3+a)s+bly = 0 (5 =aD), (1)
and obtain the indicial equation
and the recurrence formulae
(n+p+1)(n+p+c)eny = (ntp+ta)ntp+blc,. (3)

If ¢ is not an integer, the principal branches are
P = F(a,b;c;x), P = gl F(a—c+1,b—c+1;2—c;x), (4)

with the usual notation for the hypergeometric series

F(a,b;c;x) = 1—{—%9&-{—“(021-:(?:%%——1—)902—{—.“. (5)

From (3) we have lim (c,,,/c,) = 1, so that the solutions are conver-
n—wo
gent when |x| < 1. The first series reduces to a polynomial if @ or b,

the second if (a—c--1) or (b—c+-1), is zero or a negative integer.
From the four equivalent Riemann schemes

P( 0 a 0 x), (1_x)v—a—bp( 0 c¢c—a 0 x),
l—c b ¢c—a—b l1—¢c ¢—b a+b—c

0 a 0 x) L (6)

(l—x)-“P( ==,
l1—c ¢c—b b—a xz—1
0 b 0 z )

l1—¢c ¢c—a a—b z—1

(l—-x)—bP(
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we can write down four equivalent expansions of the branch P®),
which is holomorphic at = 0, namely
F(a,b;c;x), (1—2z)-2-bF(c—a,c—b;c;x),

(l——x)—“F(a,c-b;c;(?_le)), (l——x)—”F(b,c—a;c;-(x—iT)). } ™
The expansions in powers of x converge when |z| < 1; those in powers
of z/(x—1) in the half-plane |x| < |[x—1|. In the same way, by a
linear transformation of the Riemann scheme, each of the six prin-
cipal branches can be expanded in four ways, in ascending or descend-
ing powers of z, (1—=), or z/(x—1). The domains of convergence of
the various series are the interior or exterior of the circles || = 1 or
[1—z| = 1, or the half-planes bounded by the line |z| = |x—1]|.
These series, which were obtained by Kummer, are given in the
following table.

Table of Kummer’s Series

P Fla,b;c; x)

(1—2z)—bF(c—a,c—b;c;x)
1| (1—2)%(a, c—b; ¢; x/(x—1))
| (1—=z)bF((b, c—a;c; x/(z—1))

P @' —F(a—c+1,b—c+1;2—¢; x)
21=¢(1 — )= %~bp (1 —a, 1—b; 2—c; x)

2=l —2z)~%"1F(a—c+1, 1—-b; 2—c; z[(z—1))
21—l —g)b~1F(b—c+1, 1—a; 2—c; z/(x—1))

P® z®F(a,a—c+1;a—b+1; 1/x)
@=0(1—1/z)~0-bF(1—b, c—b; a—b+1; 1/z)
z=41—1/x) % (a,c—b;a—b+1;1/(1—x))

%1 —1/z)~ 0 F(1—b,a—c+1;a—b+1; 1/(1—z))

PB) x=bF(b, b—c+1;b—a+1; 1/z)
z=b(1—1/x)~4-bF(1—a, c—a; b—a+1; 1/x)
z=b(1—1/z)~bF(b, c—a; b—a+1; 1/)(1—x))

(1 —1/x)-b-1P(1—a, b—c+1;b—a+1; 1/(1—zx))

P F(a,b;a+b—c+1;1—x)
r'~Fla—c+1,b—c+1;a+b—c+1;1—x)
z%F(a,a—c+1;a+b—c+1; (x—1)/x)

2~ bF(b, b—c+1; a+b—c+1; (x—1)/z)

P») (1—z)-9-bF(c—a,c—b;c—a—b+1; 1—x)

211 —z)¢~0-bF(1—a, 1—b; c—a—b+1; 1 —x)
201 —z)¢~0-bF(1—a, c—a; c—a—b+1; (x—1)/x)
D=0(1 —z)*-VF(1—b, c—b; c—a—b+1; (z—1)jz).

23. Group of Riemann’s Equation
Invariants. The principal branches of a Riemann function (whose
exponent-differences are not integers) are single-valued in the upper



Chap. VI, §23 THE HYPERGEOMETRIC EQUATION 89

half-plane, and are connected by the relations
P® = ag PB4 ag PE) =

PP )
Pe) = op POy PE) = o) PY4-ap, PO,
The mutual ratios e e B 4 (2)
OCB (IBr ay (x,y'

are independent of the choice of the constant multiplier belonging to
each branch, and were determined by Riemann as follows.

Let us consider the effect upon the two solutions (1) of a simple
positive circuit, beginning and ending at a point of the upper half-
plane, and enclosing == 0 and = = 1. We may regard this as a
sequence of two positive loops, first about x = 0 and then about
x = 1, or else as a negative loop about = 0. The new branches
obtained from (1) can therefore be expressed in the two alternative
forms

ag -2 PP® +o 5 e—2inf PB) — ezim[% e2imy PO a, eZimy P(y’)]’

aé e—ZiWﬁP(ﬂ)_{_aé' =278 PB) — e2iﬂa'[a; e2inyP(y)+ 0{;,: e2i‘ny'P(‘y')]_
We may take the first equation of each pair (1) and (3) and solve for
(P®, P®)), and we may do the same with the second equation of each
pair. On eliminating (P®, P#®), we have two linear relations between
(PY, P%)) which are identically satisfied for all values of the latter;
this will give four relations between the coefficients. Thus the two
expressions for P® are

aﬂsinn(ﬁ'—ﬁ)P(ﬁ)
= o e'me+tB+sin w(a4-B ) PO+
y Y
Fay et rsinaetf P, |

J ®

a'ﬁSinﬂ(Bl—ﬂ)P(ﬁ)
= a}', e +B+)gin mr(o’ B’ ++y) PP+
o €544 sin mlo By ) PO
and from these and the corresponding forms for P®) we get the
relations

ag o, emegin (a4 +y) g),:fi”"sin m(a+B'+y')

w w eI Y) T ap e Sina @B |
E@_’ o eimragin 1T(a+B+‘y) . ay eimagin 77(0‘+ﬁ+)'1)~

op oy em¥sinm(a/+B+y)  ay € sinm(a’+B+y’)
These relations are compatible, because > « = 1. If we write
4064 N
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(A, p,v) for the exponent-differences («'—o,p’'—B,y —y), we have
sin w(a+B+y) = cos im(A+pu+v), ete. The relations then become

™ %8 cos dm(A+p+-v)eos dr(A+p—v)
o8

= ™ cos 3mr(A—p—+v)cos Jr(A—p—v)
g

= Y cos br(A+p+v)cos dr(A—p+v)
[0
Y
= "7 cos dr(A\+p—v)cos dm(A—p—v). (6)
ay:
The coefficients will be evaluated below in § 26.

Exceptional Cases. If we have cos {#(A+p+v) = 0, we must also
have (ag = 0 = ) or else (ag = 0 = ;). We can then arrange the
notation and the constant multipliers of the principal branches so
that the relations (1) become

P@ — pB — po), :
P = oy PO+ ag PB) = o, PO+ o, PY.
The first sollition is merely multiplied by a constant after any closed
circuit; and, since it is regular at infinity, its form can only be

(7

P, = 2%(1—=z) [a polynomial]. (8)

Similarly, there is a solution expressible in finite terms whenever
cos }m(A+pu-+v) = 0. In the hypergeometric form, we find that

Adptv = (1—c)+(b—a)t(a+b—c) (9)

must be an odd integer. Hence one of the numbers (a,b,a—c, b—c)

must be an integer. We shall see that these cases are soluble by

elementary methods. When the hypergeometric equation is satisfied

by a polynomial, its group is generated by the transformations

Yl =Y ] Yi=u, }

Y, = e2imly,, Y, = Ay,+e¥my,,
corresponding to circuits about # = 0 and « = 1 respectively, where
¥, is the polynomial and y, the other principal branch at = 0.

General Case. If cos }7(A+p-+v) # 0, we can reduce the relations
between the solutions at x = 0 and # = 1 to the form
P = P4 PY), P = POt PY), (11)
ay €08 $m(A-p—v)cos r(A—u—v)
ayoy,. €08 dm(A4-ptv)cos fm(A—pu+v) ’

(10)

where K=

(12)
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The generating transformations expressed in terms of the principal
branches at the origin are
(Keziwy_eziﬂy’)yl_!_ (e2iﬂ-'y_e2i1r'y‘ ):1/2

. Y= s
Y, = etimay,, } ! (k—1) (13)
Yz — e2i”°"y2, Y, — {c(eZi"V—e2f”Y')y1+(e“"Y——Kez"”V')yz
? (ke —1)

The latter is obtained by expressing the transformation in terms of
(P, P¥)) and eliminating (P®, P%’) by means of (11). It is evident
that « #% 0, o0; and it may be verified that x 7% 1, because
sinmAsinmv = 0. Thus the relations (13) are well determined.
Associated P-Functions. In the relations (5) the exponents appear
only through the multipliers (e*7®), so that P-functions with the
same multipliers have the same group. Consider three functions

(M P 2 (Sw=D (=123, (4
o Bi v

whose respective exponcnts are congruent modulo 1. If (A, py, v;) are
the exponent-differences (o;—a;, B;—PB;, ¥i—7v;), we have, on account

of the relations Y o; = 1,
Aitpitve = 1—2(a;+Bi+v:), (15)
and so Ai—A;+ p;—p;+v;—v; = an even integer. (16)
We may restrict ourselves to the reduced forms

0 J(A—A—p—v;) O ) -

2 x) (6=1,2,3), (17)
(’\i SA=Atpi—v) v
where the necessity of the condition (16) is apparent, if the multipliers
at infinity arc equal. We suppose the branches so chosen that the
coefficients in (1) are the same for ¢ == 1,2,3; and we consider the
expression

P,

12

— [P'(’a,)P;aj)___Pgoc;)PJ(a,)]

B (aﬁ défﬁabaﬂ )[P(B‘)P(Bp—P(Bi)])(ﬂ-’)]

= (o, oy —0, [P(YI)P(YJ) P(Y()P(Yj)] (18)
This belongs to the lower of the exponents (o;+of, aj+a;) at x = 0,
(Bi-+B), Bi+B)) at x = 00, (y;+vj, vi+y;) at * = 1, and these may be
vritten aiy = HoutoyHai+oj— =]

Bi; = l[ﬁ;+ﬁ,+ﬂ'+ﬁ}— —usl], (19)

Yij = %[7L+Yj+‘y1.+73 Vi— l]
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Thus x-*(x—1)~748;; belongs at infinity to the exponent
(ag5+Bist+vis)
and is holomorphic for all finite values of x, so that it is a poly-
nomial of degree
Nij = Ha— ]+l —pyl =+ lvi—v;]—2], (20)

which is an integer because of (16).
Three corresponding branches of the three functions are of the

form P.= AP®L AP (5= 1,2,3), (21)
with the same coefficients (4, 4’). These are connected by the relation
Px’s’zs‘i'Pstl‘l‘Pa S12 = 0. (22)

If (&7) are the lowest exponents of the triads () and ()
differing among themselves by integers, we can remove a factor
x%(1—zx)” and find a relation

BxitFBxat+Fixs = 0, (23)
where ¥, is a polynomial of degree (oty3— G-+y,3—7-4Np3), and so on.
!

24. Recurrence Formulae. Hypergeometric Polynomials

Contiguous Series. We can illustrate Riemann’s theorems on
associated hypergeometric functions by means of Gauss’s relations
between contiguous functions. The six functions

F(a41,b;¢;2), F(a,b+1;c;2), F(a,b;c+1;2)

are said to be contiguous to F = F(a,b;c;z), and are denoted by
F,,, etc. Each of them can be simply expressed in terms of F and
DF, and on eliminating the latter we get fifteen relations between
F and any two contiguous series, which were given by Gauss. To pass
from F to F,,, we must multiply the coefficient of z* by (a+n) and
remove the factor a; this is readily effected by the operator (3-+a),

where § = xD. We thus have at once three of the required formulae

aF,, = (8+a)F, (1)
bF,, = (8+b)F, (2)
(c—1)F,_ = (8+c—1)F. (3)

We next write the equation for #,_ in the form
[3(+c—1)—z(d+a—1)(8+b)]F,_ == 0,
or [@+c—a)—z(3+b)|(8+a—1)F,_ = (c—a)(a— 1)F,_;
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on using (1), with (@—1) written for a, we now get

(c—a)F,_ = [(8+c—a)—z(8+D)]F,
ie. (c—a)F,_ = (1—z)dF+(c—a—bx)F, 4)
and (c—b)F,_ = (1—2)3F +(c—b—ax)F. (5)
Finally we have the equation

[8(5-+0)—(5-+a)(8+b)JE,, = 0,

ie. [8—z(8+a-+b—c)](8+c)F,, = (c—a)(c—b)xF,,,
which gives by means of (3)
(c—a)(c—b)F,, = e[(1—2)DF+(c—a—b)F). (6)
Our six formulae may now be arranged as follows:
«DF = a(F,,—F), (1)
xDF = b(F,,—F), (2"
«DF = (c—1)(F,_—7F), (39
2(1—z)DF = (c—a)F,_+(a—c+bx)F, (4)
2(1—x)DF = (¢c—b)F,_+ (b—c—+ax)F, (5')
¢(1—z)DF = (c—a)(c—b)F, +c(a+b—c)F. (6")

Gauss’s fifteen relations now follow by equating two values of DF'.

Associated Series. Gauss showed, by constructing chains of conti-
guous functions, that any three series F(a-+1I,b6+m;c+mn;x), where
1, m, n are integers, are connected by a linear homogeneous relation
with polynomial coefficients. By differentiating the hypergeometric
equation a certain number of times and eliminating intermediate
derivatives, we can show that this is true for any three derivatives of
F(a,b;c;z). Any other associated series can be expressed in terms

of F and DF = (abje)F(a+1,b-+1;c+1;)
by repeated use of the operations (1)-(6), the results being very
similar to a celebrated formula of Jacobi given below.
If k is a positive integer, we have from (1)
a, F(a+k,b;c;z) = (6+a)d+a+1)..0+a+k—1)F
= gl-eDHx*+k-1F(a, b; c; z)], (7)
where a, = a(a+1)...(a+k—1).
Similarly from (3),
(c—k) F(a,b;c—k;x) = al—+kD¥[ae-1F (a,b; c; x)]. (8)
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Again, we may write (4) in the form
(c—a)ac-et(1—g)etb—c-1F(a—1,b;c;x)

= 22D[x°~*(1—2z)*+0~<F(a,b; c; x)],
and hence we have

(c—a), at-a+k(1 —g)atb-c-k F(a—k, b;c; x)
= (2 D) [ac-¢(1—x)*t*—<F(a, b;c; x)].
But (x2D)k = (x8)*
= 2*(3+k—1)(8+%k—2)...8
= 28(8—1)...(6 — k- 1)z*-1
— gk+1Dkyk-1 (9)
and so we find that
(c—a) F(a—k,b;c;x)
= g+ (1 —g)c-a-btk Di[ge-e+k-1(1—g)2+td-cF(a, b; c;x)]. (10)
In the same way we have
(c—a)i(c—0b), F(a,b;c+k;x)
, = ¢p(1—z )~ -0k D[ (1 —g)*+b-<F(a, b; c; )] (11)
Jacobi’s Formulae. If M = x¢-1(1—x)¢t?~¢, the hypergeometric
equation may be written in the form
D[x(1—x)M Dy] = ab My. (12)
Similarly, we may differentiate the hypergeometric equation (k—1)
times and write
D[z*(1—x)k M Dry]| = (a+k—1)(b+k—1)2*-1(1—a)e-LM Dk-1y, (13)
whence we have the recurrence formula
DHa*(1—a)e M Dry| = (a-k—1)(b+k— 1) DE-1[ak-1(1 —z)e-1 M D*-1y]
= a; b, My. (14)
This is true for every solution of the hypergeometric equation. If we
put, in particular, y = F(a,b;c;x), and so
Dry = (abyfcr) Fla+k,b+k;c+k;x),
we may remove the factors a; b;, provided that F is not a polynomial
of degree less than %, and we then have

DHa*(1—x)k M F(a+k,b+k;c+k;2)] = ¢, MF(a,b;c;x). (15)
If b = —n is a negative integer, so that F is a polynomial of degree =,

t C. G. J. Jacobi, Werke, 6, 184-202.
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F(a+n,b+n;c+n;x) is unity, and then we have a finite expression
for the hypergeometric polynomial
¢, Fla, —n;c;x) = al-¢(l—g)r+e-aDngein-1(1—g)a~¢],  (16)

Again, if b = —n, we have on differentiating » times the hyper-
geometric equation the relation

2(1—z)Dr+2y+[(c+n)—(@+n-+1)zx]Drily = 0. (17)

For the polynomial (16) we have D*»+ly = 0; and for the general

solution 2¢+7(1 —g)e-c+1Dn+ly — constant, (18)

Dy =C f x=e-(1—g) 21 dx. (19)

In the general formula (14) we may put k = n and introduce this
expression for D"; the second solution is then expressed in a finite
form involving a single quadrature

My = AD”[m"(l—x)"M f el —g)e-a-1 dx]. (20)
By expanding in descending powers of x, we see that this is the
solution belonging to the exponent @ at 2 = co. We give among the

exerciscs formulae showing that the hypergeometric equation is

soluble in finite terms, if any of the numbers (a,b,c—a,c—b) is an
integer.

Another Notation.f To exhibit the polynomials of Legendre and
Tschebyscheff as particular cases of Jacobi’s, it is convenient to
place the singularities of the hypergeometric function at 2 = +-1, oo,
and to modify the exponents. We write

PeB(x) = ,(.?ﬁ___l);é;%"f‘_ﬂf D"[(x—l)a+'l(x+1)ﬂ+n], (21)

and find from (16) after a little manipulation
Pt = LD B(at gt —mat 1257), )
the scheme of the differential equation being
—1 e} 1
P{ o —n 0 =z (23)
—B (x+B+n+1) —a
Thus P%P() is a solution of
(1—=2*) D% +[(B—o)—(a+B+2)x]Dy+n(a+B+n+1)y = 0, (24)

T G. Pdlya and G. Szego, Aufgaben und Lehrsdtze ..., 1, 127; 2, 93. R. Courant
and D. Hilbert, Methoden der mathematischen Physik, 1, 66-9, 72-5.
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and a second solution is
y = A@—1)"%z+1)#x
X Drf(@—1)xm(@1)pn [ (z—1)-2-n-3z4-1)-F-n~1 dz]. (25)
Generating Function. If ¢(z) is holomorphic at z = x and ¢(x) # 0,
and if z = x+wd(z), (26)

then an analytic function which is holomorphic at z = z can be ex-
panded by Lagrange’s formula

f6) = fay+ >, 2 D@ (@) (27)

n=1

If we differentiate with respect to w and afterwards write f(z) instead
of ¢(z)f'(z), we find the expansion

@) S par g

FWM—;MDWWWR (28)
Let us here write

¢(9f) = Ha2—1),  f@@) = (@—1)%x+1), } (29)
' z = x+iw(z2—1).

The root which tends to x as w tends to zero is

z = w[1—(1—2xw+w?)i], (30)
and (21) and (28) together give
S wh(z— «x (:—1)*z+1)°
ngow (x—1)%x+1)BP&A(x) = T

[1 w— (1— 2w+ w1 +w—(1— 2xw-+w?) B
wtB(1—2zw-+w?)t
_ (@=1) ) ¥ @+ 1) 1—w+(1—2zw+w?)t]- “[l+w+(1—2xw+w2)*]'f3
(1—2zw+w?)t

(31)
Hence P{A(x) is the coefficient of w™ in the expansion of
z wrP&P(z) = [1—w4(1—22w—+w?)]-[1+w-+(1— 2rw—-w?)t]- ﬁ
n=0 (1—2zw-+w?)t

(32)
If « = B =0, we have the well-known formulae for the Legendre
polynomials

- J—— < (2 — < wn n n
(1— 22w+ w?)- _ngow P,(x) = Z;@D @*—1)».  (33)

n=0
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Orthogonal Relations. If u = P&®A)(x) and v = P*P(x), we have
by cross-multiplying the differential equations the relation
D[(1—z)+Y(1+z)B+Y(vDu—uDv)]
= (n—m)(nt-m+a+p+1)(1—2)*(1+2)Puv.  (34)

If the real parts of «, 8 are greater than —1 and if m % n, we may
integrate between the limits 4-1, and we have

L, = f (1—2)X(14+-2)BPEP(@) P{P(z) de = 0 (m # n). (35)

To evaluate the integral when m = n, we write

1

In,n = 2n n'[D”{ l :1: °¢+n(l+x)ﬁ+n}]P(a ﬂ)(x
-1

1
- (A=) AP i)

27, p!
-1

_ (+ftnt ), f (A=) (1) do

22n p !

2081 (o +n+ 1)['(B+n+1) (36)
~ nl(atpt2nt Dl (at-Bat1)

25. Quadratic and Cubic Transformations

Quadratic Transformation. There arec many known cases of the
transformation of one hypergeometric equation into another by rela-

tions of the type @ = $(x), v = wy, (1)

and their systematic enumeration was begun by Kummert and com-
pleted by Goursat.f The only possible transformations of the equa-
tion with three arbitrary exponent-differences are linear; and those
of the equation with fwo unrestricted exponent-differences are at
most quadratic. The higher transformations are connected with the
theory of the polyhedral functions and apply to equations having
only one free parameter or none.

t E. E. Kummer, J. fir Math. 15 (1836), 3083, 127-72.

1 Sce particularly :—E. Goursat, Annales de I’ Ecole Normale, (2) 10 (1881), Suppl.

3-142; Acta Soc. Sc. Fennicae, 15 (1884-8), 45-127.
4064 o
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The quadratic transformation is most clearly expressed by Rie-
mann’s scheme

0 o 1 —1 o 1
Plo B y 2}=Pl y 28 y &
1 B Y Yy 28
—1 o 1 s \i
=Pl B 2 B (x:—l) ; (2
g 2 F

where (B+8’'+v+7v’) = . It is applicable whenever one exponent-

difference is 4, or when two are equal. The canonical form of the
equation with two equal exponent-differences is that of the associated
Legendre equation '
2
<1——x2>Dzy~2ny+[n<n+ 1)—1—%].«/ —o, (3)

whose scheme is

—1 00 1
| P{ Im ntl Im 2z} (4)
—tm —n —im

If we put = cosf in (4), we have the relations

—m —n —Im

=P(O n+1)  Im cos20)

i —in —im

2

=P(%(n+1) m (n+1)

—in —m  —in

o1¢! -]~icot0)). (5)

We thus obtain Olbricht’s 72 hypergeometric seriest in ascending or
descending powers of
cos?30, sin?}0, —cot?},
cos?d, sin?h, —cot?, (6)
1(1+icot6), e,
Whipple’s Formula.} We can also write (5) in the equivalent form
1t E. W. Hobson, Spherical and Ellipsoidal Harmonics (1931), 284-8.

1 F. J. W. Whipple, Proc. London Math. Soc. (2), 16 (1917), 301-14; Hobson,
loc. cit. 245,
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—1 o0 1
P{ ym =n+1 4m cosha
—im —n —dm
—1 0 1
= sinh~4aP{ in+3i 14m In4+} cotha}. (7)
—in—} }—m —in—}%

Since the formula is symmetrical in 4 (z+43), we may assume that
the real part of (n+1) is positive. We then obtain two alternative
expressions for the branch belonging to the exponent (n-+1) at
cosh o = o0 or coth o = 1. We have by definition, at x = oo,

Q(x) = e T(m+n+1)I'(3)
2701 (n4-3)
Mop—mM—N— m+n+l m+n+2- . 1
X (ﬁl‘z—‘].)t X IF(_T"‘, 2“"')’””*’%)5‘2)’ (8)
and so
m _ emD(m+n+1)I'(})
m(cosh o) = AL )
X sinh™« cosh*m—’L‘laF(m+;z+ ! ’ m+;t+ 2;n+%; Sech2a)
L Emlm4n+ 1)), W a8 o | oo, 9)

Dn+3)

Again, we have by definition, at z = 1,

" 1 (z41\m 1%
PY6) = e m)(——l) ﬁ( w151 ’”2) (10)
and so

1 1—coth«

- £} . —(n+)a 1 ) ——
Znoi(cotha) = I‘(n—{—z)e F(%—i—m, m;n+3; 3 )
e—(n+dha + (11)

~N ——, a8 x> Q0.
Tty % ‘

On introducing the expressions (9) and (11) on the left and right of
the relation (7), we obtain Whipple’s formula, which was originally
established by transforming contour integrals, namely

emmilNm—+n+1 )p
QP (cosha) = - — Shsinhie P-4 (cotha). (12)
Cubic Transformation. When two exponent-differences are 1},

or when all three are equal to one another, we can apply the
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transformation
0 o0 1 1l w ?
P{0 0 y a}=Ply v y ¥z}, (13)
P37 y v v

where (y+y') =4 and w = exp(2im/3). We can also apply the
quadratic transformation to either of the two expressions (13), and
Riemann thus obtains six equivalent P-functions

Plonns) Pobnbsd i) |y
P(hv,37,), PG ha), PGv§ vz,
where !
Ty = dag(l—a3) = m:
1
x5 = day(l—x,) = (1 —ay)’ (15)
(ztw?) (l—g) = (#tol

" S w1 ~ St eI
To each of these we can apply the general linear transformation.
Repeated Quadratic Transformation. If one exponent-difference
is } and the other two are equal, we have the equivalent schemes given
by Riemann P,v,4,2,), P(v,2v,v,2,), }
P(i: v, é:x3)7 P(%’ QV) i;xA))

where x, = 4x(1—x), 253 = da,(l—a,) = }(2~x2~i). (17)
Ly

If two exponent-differences are }, we have an elementary function,

since P(O 0 v x2)=P{ W 0 v (lj'f)}

(16)

It 17 - 1 —dv 2
_(1+¥\p(0 0 0 1tz
T \l—x —v 1 v 2
14\ 1—x\¥
_A(l;-i) +B(H_x-) . (18)

26. Continuation of the Hypergeometric Series

Convergence on the Unit Circle. The simple ratio test suffices to
prove the convergence of F(a,b;c;x) = 3 ¢, 2™ in the interior of the
unit circle, but fails on the circumference. Now we have

oo (et lledn) _ 1e—a—b o(i)
n n2)’

Cnsr (aFn)(0+n)
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hence, by Raabe’s test or by dlrect comparison with Y n~k, the
series is absolutely convergent on the unit circle if B(c—a—b) > 0.
We observe the significant role of the exponent-difference at x = 1;
for if R(c—a—b) > 0, both the principal branches remain bounded
as z — 1, with any fixed amplitude of (x—1).

If R(c—a—b) << —1, the general term does not tend to zero, so that
the series is definitely divergent. A still more delicate test is required
in the doubtful range of values 0 > R(c—a—b) > —1. We observe
that in this case |c,| — 0; provided that x 4 1, we may make the
transformation

c
and -

00 0
(l_x) EOCIL.’E" = cO_I_ EI(Cn—‘C”_l)Q’)n, (2)
n= n -
and this is expressible in terms of two contiguous series
c(l—a)F = x(b~c)]'1.+-{—clﬂl_, (3)

both of which are absolutely convergent. Hence the series converges
(though not absolutely) at all points of the unit circle except + = 1,
when 0 > R(c—a—b) > —1.

To consider F(a,b;c;1), we use the gamma product

et ] =t o)l @

which enables us to compare the series with one involving binomial

coefficients 5 ot — Z (~)"(C—Z_b)[l+0(%)]' (5)

The series of error terms is absolutely convergent, by Raabe’s test,
if R(c—a—b) > —1. The sum of the first (n+ 1) coefficients of the
series (1—x)¢-2-Y is the coefficient of 2™ in the series (1—x)¢-%-%-1 and
this can be verified by elementary methods. This tends to infinity,
and so F(a,b;c; 1) diverges, when R(c—a—b) < 0. If (c—a—b) = 0,
both sides of (4) become infinite. But we can remove the unwanted
factor (@+b—c) in the denominator, and so obtain the logarithmic
comparison series > 2" /n, from which the same result follows.

Gauss’s Evaluation of F(a, b; c; 1). Consider the relation between
contiguous series

(c—a)(c—b)xF,,—c(c—a—b)xF = c(c—1)(1—x)(F,.—F). (6)

If R(c—a—b) > 0, both F and F,, converge absolutely in the closed
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interval (0 << « << 1). The series F,_ need not converge at x = 1; but
at any rate its coefficients tend to zero. If we apply to it the trans-
formation (2) and put = 1, the sum of the series on the right is
lime, = 0; by Abel’s theorem on the continuity of a power-series

n—o

we have therefore lim[(1—x)F,_] = 0, and hence
z—>1

c(c—a—b)F(a,b;c;1) = (c—a)(c—b)F(a,b;c41;1), (7)
and accordingly
Flabie)) i [eetnte—bin] (8)
Fa,b;e+n;1) L L (ctr)ic—a—b+tr)

If a, b, ¢ are fixed, the series F(a,b;c+n;1) converges uniformly with
respect to n, when n > n, say; since each term except the first tends
to zero, we have

lim F(a,b;c+mn;1) = 1. (9)

Nn—>0

The terms grouped in square brackets in the product (8) give an
expression of the type [H—O(;lé”; so that the product converges,
]

and may be evaluated like (4) by means of gamma functions. We

thus have finally
_ e)c—a—b)
T Te—a)D(c—b)’ (10)

It is convenient, even when the hypergeometric series is divergent,
to write bab,0) = P@P‘,"i’f’,"b).

T Pe—a)[(e—b)
This remains finite unless the argument of one of the gamma functions
is zero or a negative integer.

F(a,b;c;1)

(11)

Kummer’s Continuation Formulae. We can now evaluate directly
the coeflicients of the continuation formulae in § 23; but we must first
remove all ambiguity regarding the branches of the hypergeometric
function. We shall make a cut along the entire real axis from

2z = —o0 to 2 = o0, and consider the branches defined in the upper
half-plane by the following conditions.
P@ 51 PE) s gl-c (as z - 0),
PB~ (1—z)-9, PP~ (1—2)-° (as x> o0), (12)
PY -1, PO~ (1—g)c-o-b (as x - 1),

o<amz) < m —nm<am(l—2z)<O0.
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The coefficients of the formulae
P@) = o, P4, PY), P = o, PY4-al, PO, (13)
will be found by making - 1 and z - 0.
(i) If R(c—a—b) > 0, the first expansionsin the table of Kummer’s
series give, when - 1,
P® 5 d(a,b,c), P —>pla—c+1,6—c+1,2—c), } (14)
P¥» 1, P¥ 0,
and hence
®, = $(a,b,¢), a, = $(a—c+1,b—c+1,2—c). (15a)
(ii) If R(c—a—b) < 0, the second Kummer series of each function
gives, as x > 1,
P ~ (1—z)-%-bd(c—a,c—b,c),
P@) & (1—2)e~2-b¢(1—a, 1—b, 2—c), (16)
P» 1, PO~ (1—z)c-2-b,
and hence
@y = ¢(c—a,c—b,c), ay = $(l—a,1—b,2—c). (15b)
(iii) If R(1—c) > 0, we have also, as x - 0,
P@ 1, P, } (17)
PP > d(a,b,a+b—c+1), PY)—> ¢(c—a,c—b,c—a—b-1).
The relations now give
aqu(a,b,a—{—b—c—f- 1)+ay.¢(c—a,c—b, c—a—b+1)=1, } (182)
ay (@, b,at+b—c+1)+ay ¢(c—a,c—b,c—a—b+-1) = 0.
(iv) If R(1—c) < 0, we have, as z — 0,
P@ 1, PO~ gl-e,
PO ~ gt-odp(a—c+1,b—c+1,a+b—c+1), (19)
PY) ~ al~¢p(1—a,1—b,c—a—b-+|1),
and these now give
ozqu(a—c—{-l,b—c-l—l,a+b—c+l)+
+a,$(1—a,1—b,c—a—b+1) = 0,
a,’,¢(a—c+ 1,b—c+1,a4+b—c+1)4
+oy$(l—a,1—b,c—a—b+1) = 1.
In any particular case, two coefficients are given directly by (15a) or
(15b), and the others are found from (18a) or (18b). But it is easy

(18b)
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to verify, by means of the definition (11) and of the relation
I'(z)["(1—2) = = cosec 2,

that all the eight relations are consistent. The connexion between
the solutions at = 0 and x = oo are similarly obtained from the
expansions in powers of x/(x—1) and of 1/(1—x). We thus have
always

(ayay,) _ ( d(a,b,c) d(c—a,c—b,c) )
ay d(a—c+1,b—c+1,2—c¢) ¢(l—a,1—b,2—c)
(aﬁaﬂ) _ ( d(a,c—b,c) é(b,c—a,c) )
ap g em1-9¢(@a—c+1,1—b,2—c) em1-9¢(b—c+1,1—a,2—c)
(20)

27. Hypergeometric Integrals+

Euler’s Transformation. An effective method of continuing the
hypergeometric series beyond its circle of convergence is to represent
it by a definite integral, where the variable x appears as a parameter.
The oldest method of representation is due to Euler and has been
developed by many writers. Euler’s integral was transformed by
Wirtinger] into one involving theta functions, but we shall confine
ourselves to the classical form. Equivalent results were obtained by
Pincherle, Mellin and Barnes|, using integrals with gamma functions;
but we shall omit these, as they are well known and readily accessible
to English students.

A linear differential equation of order n, whose coefficients arc
polynomials of degree m, can in general be satisficd by integrals of

the type
y = [ (u—2)"g(w) du, (1)
C

along a suitable path C, where ¢ is a constant to be determined and
where the auxiliary function ¢(u) satisfies a differential equation of
order (m+-n). If, however, the coefficient p (x) of D"~y is of degree
(n—r), the equation for ¢(u) is of order »; and in a very special case
it is only of the first order, so that the equation becomes soluble by

1 B. Riemann, Werke, 81-3; (Nachtrdge) 69-75; C. Jordan, Cours d’analyse, 3,
251-63; ¥. Klem, Hypergeometrische Funktion (1933), 88-111; L. Schlesinger, Hand-
buch, 2 (1), 405-524.

1 W. Wirtinger, Wiener Berichte, 3 (1902), 894-900; A. L. Dixon, Quart. J. of
Math. (Oxford), 1 (1930), 175-8.

Il E. W. Barnes, Proc. London Math. Soc. (2), 6 (1907), 141-77; E. T. Whittaker
and G. N. Watson, Modern Analysis, 280~5.
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quadratures. Let @(x) and R(x) be polynomials of degree »n and
(n—1) respectively, and consider the equation

}n: (n—r—f) Q) Dn—ry— nil (n—f— l) RO@)Dr—r-ly — 0. (2)

On introducing the expression (1) for y and removing the constant

factors (n—&—1)(n—£&—2)...(1—¢), we find
(n—8) [ w—appors] > =2 o) | g du—
& r=0

o " u—z) . .
_ J' (u—a)t [z .}!,,.-~R<n(x)]¢(u) du=0, (3)
& r=0

or, by Taylor’s theorem, _
f [(n—&)(u—a)i"1Q(u) — (u—a) " R(u)Jp(u) du = 0. (4)
s}

The integrand is an exact derivative, if $(u) is so chosen that

T 1Quip] = Rup(w), (5)

1 B(u)
or 30 = geyee| [ g 2| (©)
We then complete the integration and determine the path C from the
condition [(u——x)f‘"Q(u)gb(u)]C = 0. (7)

Hypergeometric Integrals. To identify the hypergeometric equation
with the standard form (2), we must have

Qx) = x(1—z),
(£—2)Q'(¥)+ R(z) = (a+b+1)r—c, (8)
3(E—1D(E—2)Q" @)+ (E—1)R'(x) = —ab.
On eliminating the polynomials, we have a quadratic for the para-
meter £, namely

(E+a—1)E+b—1) =0, (9)
and the root ¢ = (1—a) gives
R(zx) = (a—c+1)—(a—b+1). (10)
From (6) we now get
p(u) = Aut=(1—u)=>-1, (11)
and the path must be chosen so that
[ua-e+Y(1—u)*-b(u—z)-2-1] , = 0, (12)

4064 P
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with corresponding results for the second root § = (1—b). The inte-
grand of the expression

y=4 fu“-”(l——u)c"""l(u—x)-“ du (13)
¢
has in general four singularities » = 0, o0, 1, .

It may be shown that the six pairs of singularities each yield a
solution corresponding to one of the six principal branches of the
hypergeometric function (any three being of course lincarly con-
nected). If the expression (12) vanishes at both the critical points,
an ordinary integral between these limits may be taken; such integrals
were considered by Jacobi and by Goursat. In the most unfavourable
circumstances it is necessary to consider double-loop integrals inter-
lacing each pair of singularities; these were introduced by Jordan
and afterwards rediscovered by Pochhammer. Let P be any con-
venient point in the u-plane, and let a definite initial value be assigned
to the integrand. The three simple loop integrals about the three
finite singularities may be denoted by

| ) (1) @)
Lozf, Ll=f, L,,:f. (14)
r P P

A positive loop about u = oo is topographically equivalent to a
sequence of negative loops about » = 0, 1, x (taken in the proper
order).

If the integrand is holomorphic at one of the points » = 0, 1, x,
the simple loop integral vanishes, but the point can be taken as an
end point of an ordinary line integral or of a simple loop integral
about one of the other singularities. If it is a pole of the integrand,
the simple loop satisfies the condition (12) and furnishes a solution.
In general, the expressions (14) are not themselves solutions; but any
double loop circuit satisfies the condition (12) and the corresponding
integral can be written in terms of the simple loop integrals (14), for
example

(04,1+,0—,1-)  (0+) (1+) 0-) (1-)
—_ J' |- e2inta-o) J' - g2in(a-b) J' - e2ime-b) J’
P p2 P P

(0+) (1+) 0+) (1+)
_ J‘ - g2ima—c) J‘ —_e2ime-b) f _
P P P P

— [1 _e2i1r(c—b)]L0_[l __,e2i7r(a—c)]L1‘ (15)
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The Forty-eight Eulerian Forms. If we put u = 1/f, we obtain
Euler’s own forms

1
c — P(C) - —f)e-b-1(] — -a
Fla,bc;z) — P(b)r(ci”"b‘jf‘b 1(1—)-b-1(1—at)=e dt,
01 (16)
e I'(c) Be( ] Nemim1f ]t}
F(a,b;c;2) = F@le—a) 1211 —t) (1—at)~? dt.

These are respectively valid if (b,c—b) or (e, c—a) have positive real
parts and if « has any value not lying in the real interval 1 < z < o0;
when the conditions are not satisfied, an appropriate double or simple
loop contour must be substituted.

Each of the integrals (16) belongs to a set of twenty-four, obtain-
able by linear transformations of the integrand interchanging the
points (¢t = 0,00,1,1/x) in all possible ways. For example, the

involutions att' —t—t'+1 = 0,
att —xt—at 1 = 0, (17)
att’' —1 = 0,

interchange the points in pairs and give four forms equivalent to the
first of the pair (16), namely

1
f =11 — )01 (1 —at)~¢ dt,
0

1
(1—x)e-a-b f 1011 —f)b-1(1 —at)e—¢ dt,
om L (18)
at=o(l—a)r-at [ e(t—1)o-o(at—1)>-1 dt,

1jx

2t [ go-e(e—1)-(xt— 1)1 de.

1/

The other transformations lead to Eulerian integrals where x is
replaced by one of the expressions

1 1 r—1 x

=z -, l—uz, — — —. 19
v T 1—a x z—1 (19)
But it was pointed out by Riemann that there is no elementary
method of transforming the two integrals (16) into one another; he

suggested that both could be derived from the same multiple integral,
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evaluated in different ways, and the required integral was afterwards
found by Wirtinger.

Deformation of Contours. An expression for the hypergeometric
function which is valid in the entire plane, cut along the real axis
from x = 1 to x == o0, is given by

[ #-1a— =211 —at)e e
Fa,bje;a) = - - - e (20)

J P11 —g)e-b-1dt

1%
The contour C is in general a double loop interlacing = 0 and ¢ = 1;
but in special circumstances it may be replaced by a simple loop,
or a figure of eight, or an ordinary line of integration between the
critical points.

Suppose now that the point 2 crosses the cut in the plane of x, and
describes a complete circuit about = 1. In the plane of ¢, the
singular point ¢ = 1/x describes a circuit in the same sensc about
t = 1. The new form of the solution (20) is found by deforming the
contour of integration so that it never passes through a singular
point of the integrand. To fix ideas, let the starting-point P lie on
the real axis in the interval (0 << ¢ <C 1), and let the initial amplitudes
of t, (1—t), and (1—at) all tend to zero, as ¢ — 0 in that interval. We
consider the contour integral

(1+,0+,1~,0-) (lj}‘) 0+)
= [1—e2m] [ —[1—e2ime-0] [ (21)
-t
After the point ¢ = 1/x has described a circuit counter-clockwise
©+)
about ¢ =1, the simple loop integral | is unchanged. But the
P

deformation of the contour of the other integral is indicated by the

figure

g oJx @
O———O O—

0 P 1 0 1

Fia. 1

and the new value of the integral is

1+,1z+,1+,1/x—,1-) a+) (1/e+,14+,1/x—,1-)
= f |- g2ime=b) f . (22)
P P
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Hence the integral (21) becomes

(1+,0+,1-,0-) (lz+,1+,1/z—,1-)
+[e2ime—b)— g2ime] f , (23)
P P

and the second double loop integral may be shown to be a multiple
of 21-¢(1—z)-¢tF(l—a,1—b;c—a—b+41;1—x).

EXAMPLES. VI
1. Verify that
(L2)P(1—2)" = 2F(—n, —In+4; kia?),
(142)r—(1—2)" = 2neF(—in+3 —n+1;4;22),
(1+a)? = F(—n,1;1; —x),
(14+2)*—1 = nzF(l1—n,1;2; —z),
log(1+2) = zF(1,1;2; —x). [GavUss.]
2. Verify that | (g yn lim 2 F(—n, b; 2b; —a)
e = lim £'(1,b; 1; 2/b),
b—>w

coshx = lim F(a,b; ;2%/4abd),
a,b—>w

sinhx = lim xF(a,b;};x%/4ad). [Gauss.]
ab—>w

3. Verify that Fi(a; c; ) = lim F(a, b; ¢; z/b),
b—>0

oli(c;z) = lim F(a,b;c;x/ab). [KUMMER.]
a,b—>o
4. By means of the equation D% +-n?y = 0, show that
sinnx
77777 — (1 b S -1.3.q1n2
nsing F(in+3%, —In+-34; 3;sinx),

= cosz F(4n--1, —In+41; §;sinx),
== cos" g F(—3n+4, —3in+1; §; —tanw),
= cos~" g F({n+13,in+1;§; —tan),
and obtain corresponding forms for cosnz. [Gauss.]
5. By making n — 0 in the above, show that
x = sinz F(},3; §;sin%x),
= sinzcosz F(1,1; 3; sin’x),
= tanz F(},1; §; —tan2z). [Gauss.]
6. Obtain another solution of the hypergeometrie equation satisfied by
F(a,b; 1;z) by evaluating

lim—li[F(a, b;l—e;x)—aF(atebte;1+€;2)].

>0 €
7. Show that
ap(c—b),(x—1)*"1F(a+n,b;c+n;x) = ¢, D*[(x—1)*+""1F(a, b;c; x)],
(c=n)p 2t 1 —z)—c~"1F(a—n,b;c—n;x)
= Dt~} (1—z)t—¢11F(a,b;c;z)]. [T. W.CHAUNDY.]
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8. HypErGEOMETRIC PoryNoMIALs. (i) If @ is a positive integer,
(2—¢)g_s F(1—a,1—b; 2—c;x) = a¢~Y(1 —z)s+b—0Do-1[z8-¢(] —g)¢~b-1],
(ii) If (a—c) is a positive integer,
Coe F(c—a,c—b;c; ) -= a1=¢(1—x)dtb—cDa—c[ca-1(1 —x)~].
(iii) If (c—a) is a positive integer,
(2—€)o—gy Fla—c+1,0—c+ 1;2—c;2)
= go=1(] —m)c‘"‘ch‘"“[x"“( 1 _x)b—l]_
9. LeGeNDRE PoLyNomiALs. (i) If n is a positive integer, the equation
(1—2*)D*y—2xDy+n(n+1)y ~ 0

is satisfied by Py(x) = DM«x2—1)"/2"n!.

(ii) By operating with (xtD—n-}-2) or (xD-n-+3) on

D*Py(x)— (D +n+1)(xD—n)Fy(x) = 0,
show that DP,_j(x) - (eD—n)P,(z),
DP,,,(x) = (€D+n--1)P(x),
(2n+ )P(2) - DPyyy(0)—DP, ().
(i1i) Obtain by integration the relations
NPy (@) = (L—a*)DE,(n) 4 naPy(z),
(n+1)B,1(x) = (2 —1)DPB,(x)+ (n+ 1)xPy(x),
(n+ DB, (@) — (2n+ DaPya)+nL,_y(@) = 0.

Verify that these agree with the recurrence formulae of P{-9(x).

10. (i) If » is an integer, Legendre’s oquation is satisfied by

) d dx
Qul@) = ) f (1—a?)Pi(z)’

(it) By examining the partial fractions corresponding to the zeros of F(x),

show that z+1
Qui) — 4B og (21 1) =T @),

where 1¥,_,(x) is a polynomial oxpressiblo in the form

Woa@) = 2 P+ T Bale)F i ) Pasle)+
11. If n is a positive integer, show that
P(x) = F(n+ 1, —n; 1; —2—)
i | 5 ko),
Qul2) = (Zﬁ’;; - IF(?—ﬂ iy,

(n+1)@n11(%) — (2n+ 1)2Qp(2) +nQp_y(®) = 0.
12. AssociATED LEGENDRE EqQuaTion. By means of the scheme of § 25, (4),
show that the associated Legendre equation is soluble in finite terms if n or
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(m4n) is an integer; by the quadratic transformation show that it is also
soluble if (m+ %) is an integer.

13. (i) Ropriaues’s LEmMa. If (n+m) are positive integers, show that the
associated Legendro equation is satisfied by the equivalont expressions

(x?—-1)m2 (x?—1)"m2

B __Dn=m(gp2 1),

()t @@=

(n—m)!
(ii) ScHENDEL’S LEMMA. If n is a positive integer, show that the associated
Legendre equa.tion is satisfied by the equivalent expressions
(x%i) DG+ D=1y = (7 ;i)"”gD"[(t+ 1)z — [yu-m),
14. TscHEBYSCHEFF'S PoLyNomIALS. If T)(cosf) = cosnf, show that
(1—a2) D21, (x) — DT () -+ n2T () = O,
(a2 —1)iDM(z? —1)r-H

Dn+m( 1)” —

Tale) = 1.3...(2n—1)
B) = prasiy Pt o)
16. Jacosr’s RELaTIONS. If Uj(cosf) = qi_“g}%!)e’ show that
(@) = PTunal2) _ (o 1X x:-——l) iDn(z? — 1)+
T ) T L3e@nt)) '
g (e DITE) gy
Uike) = I‘(n-)—g PRd(w),
dnsin®ntlg \ (2n4-1)
ooy = (G o100

ff(cos O)cos(n+-1)6 d6 -- J‘f_‘ii”((‘qs_@i;:}i’l)ﬁ a6
0 i}
16. If n is & positive integer and (a+-B+n+1) ~= 0, show that
Bt D e
17. RECURRENCE ForRMULAE. Show that
2(n+1)(atB+n-+1) P
== (a+B+2n+2)(x2—1)D Py P(x) 4
+(aFB+n+D[(a+B+ 20 2)x+ (a—B) PP ),
2n(B+n) PiB)(x)
= a+,3+2n W1 —2®)DPiB) ()4
+nl(a4B+2n)x —(a—B) PP (a);

by eliminating D P{xFf)(z), obtain a recurrence formula connecting threo succes-
sive Jacobi polynomials.

D"[(.l?-— l)""“'(.l‘-{— 1)ﬁ+n] . 2
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18. KuMMER'S QUADRATIC TRANSFORMATIONS. Show that
Flo, a+45952)

_ (i‘lé:ﬁ)_hﬁ’(&x, 2a—y+1;y;

L2y

1+ (1—2)t
+

- ety r (b2 )

1—2)t—1
=(1—x)‘“F(2%2’>’—2"‘ ’7’( (1x)x)*)

F(a, B; 2B; )
(M=) Bl o 1B (il(i_z; /)

2
{(1—(1—ax)i)2
= (1—x)—"/2F(cx, 2B—w; B+ z,L—f(l ?)3 )5

F(o, B5a+B+3;2)
14(1—a)} ) (1—2)—1
— (w__z_..,__) If(2oc,oz—ﬁ+} aIB+} 1= x)*—{-l)

2t
= (=1)*{(x—1) +-’7€*}"“‘F(20ﬂr‘x+ﬁ 20+ 28; (r— 1)*+:¢;’)

== F(2oz, 2B;a-+B+ 5, — ‘x))
19. Show thht
P, B;00—B+1;z)
= (1) P, bat+ Fsa—B+ L 4a/(1+ 22}
= (14ad) 2 F (o, a— B+ §; 20— 2B+ 1 da¥/(1 4t
= (1—z)*F{}o, Jo—B+ 3} a—B+1; —da/(1—2)2);
F(a, B; 2B 2)
= (1—a) e F{}a, f—Jo; B+ }; 2%/4(z—1)}
= (1—32)"F{fo, o+ 4; 8+ §;2%/(2—2)%;
F(o, 85 3o+ 18+ 3;5)
= (1—22)"*F{3a, $a+%; Jo-t 3B+ 1; (422 —4da)/(1 — 21)%})
= {(1=2)+ (=2} 2 Fla, Jot- 385 a+-Bs 4 —2) [{(1—2) 4 (—2))?)
= F{}o, 38; o+ 4B+ 4u(l —2)).
20. DinEprAL EquaTions. If u 5% 0, show that
0 Ip O 0 u 0 14wz
Py Sy =26 Ly )
_ P( w0 p «ﬁcjr}’(x—l))
=i 1 —ip 2V(@-1)
== ANzt (@ —1)}F4 B{(Ve—4/(x—1)}#
= Aeid | Be~i (x = cos?f).
If two exponent-differences are halves of odd integers, the P-function can be
written in terms of P(4,u, },) and its derivatives.
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21. If p is an integer, Elliot’s limiting form of Lamé’s equation
d*u
dg?

has the finite solutions

e*F(p+1, —p; 1-+-k; 3 —Yicotf), e MFP(p41,—p;1—k;}—licoth).
The associated Legendre equation can be reduced to the above by either of
the transformations

+[k2—p(p+-1)cosec?flu = O

(i) x =1tcotd, y=u, m®*=4£k% n=p;
(i) z = cosf, y = ucosectd, m == p+}, (n4+3)?= k%
[Z. V. Elliot, Acta Mathematica, 2 (1883), 233-60. See also Journal
London Math. Soc. 5 (1930), 189-91.]
22, (i) Show that
u = sin™f cos®@F{}(m-+n {-k), }(m-+n—k); (m-+ }); sin?6}
satisfies the equation
z—;—: + [k2 —m(m—1)cosec?—n(n— 1)sec?§lu = 0,
and obtain other solutions by interchanging (m, 1—m) or (n, 1 —n).
(ii) If 2,y , is a general solution, verify the recurrence formulae

d

um+1, n41 7o _9 um.n ‘*’ (” tan 0 —mcot o)um.u!

Um,1 == Um0 Urn = Uo,n»
Uy =~ A" Be=tk0,
(iii) If k& # 0, show that
Uy, = A€M F(cot §)4- Be~*0 F(—cot 6),
where F(z) is a rational function of the type
F(z) - Ay 2™ 044, 22" 2+ Ayt e+ Ay 22" Ay 20"
[G. Darboux, T'héorie générale des surfaces, ii. 207-13.]

23. If the exponent-differences at © = 0 and x = 1 aro halves of odd
integers, the hypergeometric function has two solutions whose product is a
rational function of z. If in addition the exponent-difference at x = co is
rational and has the denominator N, there are N solutions whose product is
merely multiplied by a constant after any closed circuit.

[Transform to Darboux’s equation and consider the expressions

F(cotB)F(—coth), e!Nk0 'N(cot ) 4- e *N¥0 F'N(—cot 6).]

24. If the hypergeometric function has two distinct branches whose product
is merely multiplied by a constant after any closed circuit, the branches becomo
multiples of themselves or of one another after any circuit. Deduce that
etther (i) there are two branches expressible in a finite form, or (ii) two of the
exponent-differences are halves of odd integers.

[A. A. Markoff, Math. Ann. 28 (1887), 586-93; 29 (1887), 247-58;
40 (1892), 313-16. Comptes rendus, 114 (1892), 54-5. E. B. van Vleck,
American J. of Math. 21 (1899), 126-67. E. G. C. Poole, Quart. J. of
Math. (Oxford), 1 (1930), 108-15; 2 (1931), 90-6.]

4064 Q
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25. (i) Show, by means of the relation ¥ o = 1, that Riemann’s equation
cannot have two solutions oxpressible in finite terms if the exponent-differences
are not integers.

(ii) If a, b are integers of opposite sign and ¢ is not an integer, verify that
the finite exprossions F(a,b;c;x) and x=¢(1—z)~%bF(1—u, 1 —b;2—c;2) are
branches belonging to the same exponent at infinity.

(iii) If a, b, ¢ are integers and 0 > a >~ ¢ > b, the complete primitive is a
polynomial. Show that any solution vanishing at £ = 0 and z := 1 must
vanish identically. Examine the equation

z(1—x)D%* —(3—Tx)Dy—12y = 0.
26. LOGARITHMIC SINGULARITIES. Show by the methods of § 26 that
Yim Fla,b;atb;x)  Tlatb)
e>1 log(l—a)™! I(a)I'(d)

27. GrouP oF LEGENDRE’S EQuATION. (i) When » is not an integer, two

independent solutions of Legendre’s equation aro

v = By@) = Flnt1,-m 1177,

1
Yy = By(—2) = F(n+1, —n; 1;;1"’”).
. . P, (x) sinzn
lim —2 =

(i) ,,_L_llo (14+=z) T
(iii) The transformations corresponding to positive circuits about * = -1 1are

Yy ==y, } Y, == gy, +(2isinan)y,, }

Y, = (2isinmn)y, 44, Y, == v,

(iv) The transformation corresponding to a negative circuit about x = oo,

or to positive circuits about # = 1 and = —1 in turn, is
Y, = y,+(2isinmn)y,, }
Y, = (2¢sinan)y, + (1 —4sin?mn)y,.

(v) The characteristic equation is
1-2, 2isin7n
2isinzn, 1—4sin?rn—A

and the multipliers A = exp(+2imn) are unequal unless » is half an odd
integer; in that case the invariant factors are [(A-}-1)%, 1] and the singularity
z = oo is logarithmic.

(vi) From the formulae of Ex. 10 above, write down the corresponding
transformations of two linearly independent solutions, when n is an integer.

28. ScHLAFLI'S INTEGRALS. Solve Legendre’s equation by means of Euler’s
transformation, and hence show that, when |1 —z| < 2, Fy(z) can be expressed
in either of the forms

Fx)=F (n+l, —n;1; lgf)

=0,

(1+.z+)

! (2 —1)n(t—z)="1 dt,

T 2ntig
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" 1+,24+)
= — J. (B—1)"""Yt—x)* dt,
T
where P is a point ¢ = ¢, > 1 on the real axis and initially lam(¢—z)| < 7.
Show that the integrals can be evaluated as residues when n is an integer,
and deduce Rodrigues’s formula.

29. If B(n--1) > 0 and |z| > 1, show that

T(n+1)I'(3) P F(n+l n+2

Qulr) = AT 13) " n+3; z)

1
- %J.(l—-tz)"(x—t)‘"“l dt.

30. If P,(z)is defined by the first integral in Ex. 28, show that, after z
1+,2+4)
has described a positive circuit about = —1, the integral j‘ becomes
P

1+,24+, 1+, 2+, —1—,2—)
; and show that the latter gives the valuc
P

(—1+,z+)

P,(z)+ e e (1=)Mt—a) "t dt = Py(x)4(2isinmn)P,(—z),

Intisy
0
in agreement with Ex. 27.

31. AssociATED LEGENDRE EQuaTION. Show that branches of the associated
Legendre function are represented by the Eulerian integrals along suitable

contours (w2 —1)mi2 J' (82— 1)0(t —z)=m-n-1 gy,
c
(-} 1yl — 1)~mi2 J' (E— 1)nm(g 4 1)n—m(g—q')=n=1 gy,
¢

Show that alternative forms arc obtained by interchanging (n-+1, —n) or
(m, —m). When can these be evaluated as residues in finito terms ?

[Cf. E. W. Hobson, Spherical and Ellipsoidal Harmonics (1931), ch. v.]

32. CompLETE ELruipric INTEGRALS. If k2 = (1—Fk?), show that the com-
plete elliptic integrals of the first kind
n[2
f (1—k2%sin20)-t df - twF(},3;1;k2),
0
w2

- f(1—k'2sin20)-i dl - ywF(}, 51 k%),

3 0
are both branches of P(O i 0 kz). Show that this is equivalent to a
Legendre function of order —}. By putting 2 = sin?§+-k~2cos?6, show that

1/k
K = f (22— 1)1 — k)t dt,
1
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33. The complete elliptic integrals of the second kind aroc given by

w[2
E= j (1—k2%sin20)t d0 = 3w F (3, —3;1;k2),
0

/2
= f (1—k"%sin?0)t df = JnF(3, —3; 1;K72).
0

By means of the relations between contiguous functions, show that

= kk’2 + k2K, E = k'kzlfilk{, + k2K’.
By means of Abel’s relatxon, show that the expression

EK'+E'K—KK’' = 2x(l—x)( ”d—K——KdK)

where « == k2, is a numecrical constant. By examining the asymptotic form
of K,K’ as x — 1, show that
dK dK’ . dK
lim 2z(1—2 (K’——K ) = wlima(l—x)—— = 3.
Jim 2a( WK o da Lim (I—2) =1
Hence obtain Legendre’s relation
EK'4+ E'K—KK’ = }m.

34. (i) Two independent solutions of the equation of the periods in elliptic

functions | #(1—2)D?y+(1—22)Dy—}y = 0

are Yy =flx) =K and y, =1if(l—2x) =K/,
1

where K = %J‘t—*(l—t)‘*(l—xt)“' d,
0

1z
K =1} j He—1)"H1—at)~t de.
1

(ii) Show, both by the method of powcr-series and by the method of de-
formation of contours, that the transformations corresponding to positive
circuits about x = 0 and = 1 are

Y; =y, } Yy =uy—2y, }
Y, = —2y,+y, Y, =y,
(iii) If 2 = y,/y,, show that after any closed circuit z undergoes a trans-
formation of the modular group
7. ©Tb
" cztd’
where a, d are odd and b, ¢ even integers, and (ad—bc) = 1
[J. Tannery and J. Molk, Fonctions elliptiques, iii. 188-214; E. Picard,
Traité d’analyse, iii. 358-64.]

35. LoGARITHMIC SINGULARITIES. (i) Any hypergeometric function with
a logarithmic singularity at « = 0 is expressible in terms of the derivatives of

P(g b 1-2—1; ”)
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(ii) The branch F(a,b;1;x) is a multiple of the Eulerian integrals

0+,%+)
f (1 —u)d(u—z) du,
P
Ot,z+)
or f w11 —u)-%u—2x)0 du.
P
(0+,11,0-,1-)
(iii) The integrals f or their degenerate forms (when they vanish

P
identically) give the branches
z%F(a,a;a—b;1/z) and xbF(b,b;b—a;1/x).
[Cf. W. L. Ferrar, Proc. Edinburgh Math. Soc. 43 (1925), 39-47. The
notation has been altered to conform with the text.]



VII
CONFORMAL REPRESENTATION

28. Schwarz’s Problemt

P-Functions whose Group is Finite. THE cases where the hyper-
geometric function is algebraic, or has only a finite number of
branches, were enumerated by Schwarz in 1873. His methods and
some of his results had been anticipated by Riemann in his lectures
in 1858-9, but these remained unpublished until 1902.

If only a particular branch is algebraic, the complete primitive
being transcendental, that branch must be merely multiplied by a
constant after any closed circuit; for otherwise we should have two
independent algebraic branches and the complete primitive would
be algebraic. The particular branch is accordingly the product of
2%(1—z)* and a hypergeometric polynomial, and the equation can
be solved completely in finite terms by mcans of one quadrature, in
accordance with Jacobi’s formula.

If every branch is algebraic, the exponents must be rational. For
after m circuits about # = 0, say, any branch {AP®{A4'P®%} is
transformed into {Ae¥mmaP@ 4 4’e2mma’ PO} and, if («,«') were
irrational, the number of distinct determinations would be infinite.

We can easily disposc of cases where one of the exponent-differences
is an integer. For we know how to determine whether the correspond-
ing singularity does or does not involve logarithms. If it does, the
solution is certainly transcendental; if it does not, we can make a
transformation of the Riemann equation which reduces the singu-
larity at x = 1 (say) to an apparent singularity, where every branch
is holomorphic. The two principal branches at x = 0 either resume
their initial values, or are multiplied by constants, after any closed
circuit (supposing that («'—a«) is not also an integer). Accordingly
each of them is the product of a power of x and a hypergeometric
polynomial. If two exponent-differences are integers and the solution
is free from logarithms, we can arrange that x = 0 and 2 = 1 shall
both be apparent singularities, and the complete primitive will then
be a rational integral function.

1 H. A. Schwarz, Gesammelte mathematische Abhandlungen, ii. 211-569 (== J. fur

Math. 75 (1873), 292-335) ; B. Riemann, Gesammelte mathematische Werke (Nachtrage),
Leipzig (1902), 67-93.
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Reduced Sets of Exponents. Let A, u,v be any real rational numbers,
but not integers; and let /, m, n be any integers whose sum is even.
Then we saw in § 23 that all the Riemann functions

Pl+Mm-tp, ntv, x)
have the same group. To pick out the simplest function of the group,
we first choose exponents satisfying the conditions
A=A, M = p, v =v (mod 2), } (1)
=1 <2Apppr < L;
and, because P(--A,, 4-p4, 4y, 2) all have the same group, we may
arrange without loss of generality that .
0 <Apppv <1, (2)
integer values being excluded. We now consider the four associated

funections POy iy, vy, )

P()‘l’ I—py, 1—V1> x)»
P(1—2, pq, 1=, 2),
P(1=A, 1—py, vy, 2),
and we can readily verify that at least one satisfies the conditions
0 < AO’l“()’v() < 1’ } (4)
0 << potvo vot2g, Aot ie < 1.
A set of exponent-differences satisfying these more stringent condi-
tions is called a reduced set.

We can reduce all the associated P-functions to hypergeometric
functions in such a manner that the branches whose exponents are
zero at x = 0 and at x = 1 shall correspond to one another. If
F(a,b;c;z)is the hypergeometric function with the reduced exponent-
differences, all the others can be expressed linearly in terms of
branches of F(a,b;c;x) and DF = (ab/c)F(a+1,b+1;c+1;x), multi-
plied by rational functions of .

Quotients of Solutions. Let us now consider the function defined
by the quotient of two branches of a given P-function, together with
its inverse function

(3)

%)
z="1"0=f), x=¢(). (5)
Yo () ¢
After the description of any closed circuit, z is transformed into
7= Wthy, ezt b o), (6)

cyrtdy,  cztd
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where (a, b, c,d) are certain constants, while the inverse function has
the automorphic property
az-+b
¢(c£+d) = ¢(2),
for the same sets of constants. The relations expressing the periodicity
of the circular and elliptic functions are particular cases of such
automorphisms.
If (Z,2) are connected by a linear relation with constant coefficients
of the form (6), we have
_ (ad—bc)Dz
G
D*Z D% 2Dz
DI~ Dz (oxtdy
D3Z (DZZ)2 D% (D2z>2 2cD?*%  2¢3(Dz)?

DZ \DZ| =~ Dz \Dz] ~ (cz+d) " (cz+d)?’
and hence Dz _3(D*Z\* D% 3(D%)\* (7)
DZ 2\DZ] T Dz 2\Dz)°
m . ' . Daz 3 Dzz 2
The expression {z,2} = e Q(DE) (8)

was called by Cayley the Schwarzian derivative. As Schwarz pointed
out, it had been used by Lagrange and Kummer, and it appears also
in Riemann’s lectures.

The property (7) may be written

az+b \
{cz—{;d’x} = {z, z} (ad—bc # 0), (9)
and we have in particular
ax+b | _ —
{csci;z’“} =fma=0 a0

Any function z = ¢(x), which undergoes a linear transformation
with constant coefficients when a2 describes any closed circuit,
satisfies an equation of the form {z,2} = F(x), whose right-hand side
is a uniform function of «. Moreover, if we put (ad—bc) = 1, we

az-+b

can write the relations between Z = o d and z in Riemann’s form
cz

(DZ)~} = (Dz)¥(cz+d), }

Z(DZ) = (Da)Naz4-b); (1)
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these show that (Dz)~% and z(Dz)-} undergo a homogeneous linear
transformation after any circuit, and therefore satisfy an equation of
the second order with uniform coefficients.

The Schwarzian Equation. Before considering the quotient of two
solutions of D2%y+p, Dy+p,y = 0, it is convenient to reduce the
equation to the invariant form D%j+ [§ = 0 (I = p,—3Dp,—}p?)
by putting y = Fexp[—13 | p,(x) dz]. We shall suppose this to have
been done. This implies that Riemann’s scheme must be taken in

the form P(}“’(l—/\) —3(14p) 3(1—v) x),

(12)
1Y) —31—p) H14)
with the equation
1—-A2 1= A2—pl42—1)
D2y+{ 42 +4(w—1)2 dx(x—1) } =0 (13)
Now if we have
2= ;JTI Dx+Ty, =0 (i=1,2), (14)
2
we find Dz = (y, Dy,—y, Dys)/[y3, (15)
which reduces, by Abel’s relation, to
Dz = Cyz2. (16)
Hence (Dz)-t is a solution of (14), and so we have
D¥(Dz)~¥+4I(Dz)~t = 0, (17)
or {z, 2} = 21, (18)

ag is easily verified.

We can solve completely the equation D%y Iy = 0, if we know
any solution of (18). The case I = 0 being trivial, the solution z can-
not be a constant; hence, using (9), we see that —z-1 is a distinct
solution, and so we have two solutions of (14) given by

Y= (—Dz)t =2(D2), g, = (D2)H, (19)
which are evidently linearly independent.

Change of Variables. If we put in D?y+ Iy = 0 the forms

z=4(t), y=uy'O (20)

we get the equation
dﬁ—{—[*u =0 (21)
de? o
— T 1y"(t) _3[¢"®)]*
where I* = IT'(1)]? 3 W_Z[W] . (22)
R

4064
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Since z = y,/y, = u,/u,, we have

{z,a} = 21, {z,8} = 2I*, (23)
and so, from (22) and (23), we have the relation
Ao\ 2
{z,8} = {z, x}(ig:) +{x, t}. (24)

This identity was given explicitly by Cayley, but was used implicitly
in Kummer’s investigation of the transformation of the hyper-
geometric equation. By putting ¢ = z in (24), we have

dz\?
{z, 2} = —{z, z}(@) . (25)
By means of (24), we can prove that, if z is a particular solution of
{z,2} = 21, then the most general solution is
Z = (az-+b)/(cz+d) (ad—bc # 0),
the solution suggested by (9). For we have the relations

(7,2} = (2,2(%) + 2,5}
’ > \dx e (26)
{Z,x} = 21 = {z,2};
hence {Z,z} =0,
d? (dZ\-%
or ('i?z(a—z‘) = 0, (27)
dz s
hence = (cz+d)-2, (28)
__az+b .
and so Z = crrd (ad—bec = 1). (29)

From these relations and (19) we see that the solution of the equations
D?*+1Iy = 0 and {z,2} = 21 are equivalent problems.

Every equation of the second order is formally equivalent to
d*w[dz? = 0; for if {¢;(x), $(*)} are known independent solutions, we
have only to put y = ¢,(x)w and z = ¢,(x)/¢, ().

29. The Reduced Curvilinear Triangle

Conformal Representation. We shall now examine the mapping
of the upper half-plane of x by the quotient of two distinct branches
of P(z, g ’; w) say z = y/y, = f(z).

(i) If the exponents are subject only to the general condition
> a =1, we can prove that the relation between z and z is locally
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one-to-one (schlicht), except at the points (x = 0,00,1). For the
branches [y,(z), ()] are holomorphic and have at most a simple
zero at any ordinary point, and they cannot vanish together. Thus
either z or 1/z is holomorphic; without loss of generality, let us
suppose that y, # 0, so that z is holomorphic. Then, by the Abel-

Liouville formula, we have
Dz — 3i2Dy1"'wzyl—Dy2 _ Coxrel(1—gyrir—t £ 0. (1)
Y2 Y3
Hence, at an ordinary point (¥ = ¢,z = {) we have, by the implicit
function theorem,

x—§¢ = ¢, (2—0)+cy(z—8)* ... (yy # 0), (2a)
or else, when z has a pole,
x—§ = ¢yfz+cy/22 ... (y, = 0). (2b)

(ii) We next restrict the exponents to real values, and consider
more particularly the points corresponding to real values of = other
than the singular points. In the typical interval (0 <<z << 1) the
principal branches are expressions of the type Ax*(1—x)7F, where
F is a real hypergeometric series, and we can select two branches
(¢4, ¥») which remain real in the entire interval. Thus z is also real,
and the formula (1) shows that it is monotonic (say increasing). If
the denominator vanishes at any point, z passes discontinuously
from o0 to — o0 and begins to increase again as x increases, and it
must pass through the value 2 = 0 before it can again become infinite,
so that the zeros of (y,, ¥,) must separate one another.

This particular quotient z therefore travels steadily along the real
axis of the z-plane, but it may pass over the same point more than
once; the general form Z = (az--b)/(cz4-d) gives a point which travels
steadily around a circle, but the arc corresponding to the interval
(0 < 2 < 1) may overlap itself.

(iii) At the typical singularity = 0, we have in particular

L P AP FE(HA—p—), 31+ A+ p—v); (14A); 2}
7 po T AP A—p—v), = At a—v); 1—N);a)
= MaN1+4c, x+cy22+...]. (3)
If (A, p,v) are real, and 2 is real and sufficiently small, the series in
brackets converges and takes real values. Hence as x describes the
segments —oo < x < 0 and 0 <z <1 of the boundary of the
upper half-plane of x, the quotient z, describes segments of two
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straight lines enclosing an interior angle #A. The most general form
of quotient z = ¥,/y, thus maps the upper half-plane of x upon a
domain bounded by threc arcs of circles (which may overlap them-
selves) enclosing interior angles (wA, u, 7v) at the points correspond-
ing to & = 0,00, 1.
Reduced Exponent-Differences. When we have
o< prv<l,
0 < ptv,v+A,A4+p < 1, (4)
0 < Aputr <3,
the parameters of the hypergcometric series
a=1-A—p—v), b=I1—Mp—), c=(1-)) ()
are found to satisfy the corresponding conditions
—i<ae<} 0<b c—b<l (6)

Following Wirtinger,T we choose as denominator the branch

F(a,b;c;x) =

L'() f 11— t)e-d-Y(1—at)-e dt,  (7)
/

I'6)N(c—b)

[}
and we show that this does not vanish in the interval (0 < 2 < 1),
nor in the plane of z, cut from ¥ = 1 to x = +c0. For the integral
converges when the value of 2 is not real and greater than unity. If
we determine the amplitude of (1—a¢)~® in the cut plane by assigning
the value zero at x = 0, we have, in the upper half-plane either

0 < am(l—at)~¢ < In 0<a<y, } (8)
or 0z am(l—at) = —17n (0 >a = —1}).

In cither case the real and imaginary parts of the integrand (7) do
not change sign, and so y, = F(a,b;c;x) 4 0. Hence the arcs corre-
sponding to the segments (—oo < x < 0) and (0 <z < 1) do not
overlap themselves; and, by considering another special case, we can
show that the arc corresponding to (I < x << o) does not overlap
itsclf either. Thus as x describes the real axis from — oo to oo, with
indentations above the singularities x = 0, 1, z describes once counter-
clockwise the boundary of a curvilinear triangle with interior angles
(mA, mu, 7v), whose sides do not overlap. We can now prove, by a
classical argument, that there is one-to-one correspondence of the

t Summarized by O. Haupt in his new edition of ¥. Klein, Hypergeometrische
Funktion (1933), 326-30.
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two domains. For consider the increment of
. (2m)lam(z—{) = (2m)lam{f(x)—}, 9)
as the points z and z each describe once counter-clockwise the boun-
daries of their respective domains.

The expression on the left increases by unity or zero, according as
{ does or does not lie within the triangle. The function f(x) = y,/y,
has no poles in the upper half-plane, on account of the way in which
the denominator has been chosen; hence the increment of the expres-
sion on the right is equal to the number of zeros of {f(x)—{} in the
upper half-plane. Accordingly it has exactly one zero when { lies
within the triangle, and none when it lies outside.

The Rectilinear Triangle. If (A+p+v) =1, we have a = 0, and
then Riemann’s equation is soluble by quadratures,

P(O 00 x) =4 fa:'\—l(l—x)""l dx 4 B. (10)
A powv

The branch y, = 1 fulfils the condition of not vanishing in the upper
half-plane of x; and the quotient

2= f 2A-Y1—ax)-1dx (11)

is the ordinary Schwarz-Christoffel formula giving the conformal
representation of the upper half-plane of 2 upon a triangle (7, mu, 7v).

30. Symmetrical Continuationt
Schwarz’s Principle of Symmetry. If an analytic function z = f(x)
is holomorphic in a domain intersected by the real axis of x and real
along the segment of the axis, it takes conjugate complex values
z,Z at conjugate points , Z in the domain. If we make linear trans-
formations of both planes
— ‘ﬁ{’, X:“,x'}'b', 1)
cz+d cxt+d
we find that if f(x) is holomorphic in a domain intersccted by a circle,
and if points on the circumference lying in the domain correspond to
points lying on a circle in the z-plane, then inverse points with respect
to the circle in the z-plane correspond to inverse points with respect
to the circle in the z-plane. This is obvious if we remember that
inverse points are common points of a family of circles orthogonal

1t H. A. Schwarz, Ges. math. Abhandlungen, ii. 65-83; or J. fur Math. 70 (1869),
105-20. See, for example, E. C. Titchmarsh, Theory of Functions (1932), 155.
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to a given circle, and that the transformations (1) convert circles or
straight lines into circles or straight lines.

Now the function z = f(x), which maps the upper half-plane of
on a triangle of circular arcs 4BC, is holomorphic except at the
points x = 0,00, 1 corresponding to the corners. Hence continuation
into the lower half-plane across the segment (—oo < z << 0) gives a
new triangle of circular arcs 4 BC’, by inversion in A B; and a return
to the upper half-plane across (0 << « < 1), which completes a posi-
tive circuit about z = 0, gives a fresh triangle 4 B”’C’ by inversion
in AC’. The two successive inversions give a linear transformation

Z = (az+0b)/(cz+d).

Y
Y

0 1

>B

i z-plane

z-plane
F1c. 2. Dihedral configuration (n = 3).

Similarly, if we had left the original domain across (0 < x << 1) or
(1 < # < ), we should have found different representations 4 B’'C
or A’ BC of the lower half-plane, by inversion with respect to C4 or
BC respectively. Continuing this process, we obtain a pattern of
(say) black and white triangles, corresponding respectively to the
upper and lower half-planes of . The pattern may or may not over-
lap; it may cover the whole or only part of the z-plane; and in certain
cases the number of triangles may be finite.

Types of Reduced Triangles. The circles BC, C4, AB have a
uﬁique radical centre O (which may lie at infinity if the centres are
collinear). If O is exterior to the three circles, they have a real
common orthogonal circle with O as centre. The reduced triangle
ABC is found to lie wholly on one side of this orthogonal circle. We
may invert 4B, AC into straight lines, and then the arc BC will be
convex to 4, and the sum of the angles is less than two right angles,
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that is to say (A+p-+v) < 1. We now find that all the successive
images are in the interior of the fixed orthogonal circle, which can
never be filled by any finite number of repetitions. Since the number
of values of z corresponding to any given « is infinite, the relation
z == f(x) cannot be algebraic.

Similarly, if (A+4p-v) = 1, the triangle can be inverted into a
rectilinear one, having an infinite number of distinct repetitions.

A necessary condition for a finite number of repetitions is accord-
ingly that (A+pu-+v) > 1. In this case the radical centre O is interior
to the circles. The pattern can be more easily visualized by an
inversion in three dimensions converting BC, CA, A B into great
circles on a sphere. The centre of inversion ¥ must lie on the normal
at O to the plane of the figure, and —OV?2 must be the power of the
radical centre with respect to each circle, so that OV is the geometric
mean of the segments of any chord through O. It can then be shown
by elementary geometry that the circles BC, CA, AB are inverted
into great circles on a sphere passing through V. Inverse points with
respect to the circle BC, in the plane figure, are common points of
a family of circles orthogonal to BC. They therefore become the
common points of a family of small circles cutting orthogonally the
great circle BC, in the corresponding spherical figure. The operation
of inversion in the plane thus corresponds to reflection in the plane of
the great circle of the sphere.

Steiner’s Problem. We must now find all spherical triangles having
only a finite number of distinct repetitions on the sphere. Every side
lies in a plane of symmetry, and the number of such planes must
be finite, because two different planes of symmetry give different
reflections of a figure. These planes cut out a finite number of spherical
triangles. Let PQR be a triangle of minimum area. If the angle
at P is 7, and 6 is irrational, the number of planes of symmetry
passing through the diameter at P is infinite. If 4 is a fraction in its
lowest terms 6 = p’/p, there are p such planes passing through the
diameter at P; and if p’ > 1 we can choose one of them cutting off
a spherical triangle of smaller area than PQR. For a triangle of
minimum area with a finite set of repetitions the angles must be
aliquot parts of =, say (w/p,w/q,n/r), where (p,q,r) are integers
greater than unity, and

1
ot > (2)
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The number of solutions is limited, and each solution gives the planes
of symmetry of a regular solid. Arranging the numbers in ascending
order, we find the following sets.
Bipyramid: (2, 2, r arbitrary)
Tetrahedron: (2, 3, 3)
Cube and Octahedron: (2, 3, 4)
Dodecahedron and Icosahedron: (2, 3, 5)

By picking out all the reduced triangles cut out by the planes of
each configuration, Schwarz enumerated fifteen cases.

(3

Table of Schwarz’s Reduced Triangles

Spherical E.xcess
No. Mwv | Configuration
I P 1 Regular Bipyramid
2Py n
B 11 1 b T T T T
IIIII ! [ ;1 A Totrahedron
3 3 3 3
v Bda =B N P
v S i 2p Cube and Octahedron
AT
5230 3 iz =
Vil 2,11 5 = 2C
IX 1, %, 1 & = 3C
X 553 5 = 4C Dodecahed
XI 22 2 i 6c odecahedron and Icosahedron
XI1I 4,1 L= 6C
XIIT | 4,11 L 60
X1v 1,21 -5 = 1C
Xv 3,21 1= 10C

Uniform Schwarzian Functions. In general, when z is the quotient
of two branches of P(A,pu,v,x), the pattern of triangles covers the
z-domain with an overlapping Riemann surface of many sheets.
A given complex number z corresponds to points differently situated
in different overlapping triangles; and so the inverse function
x = ¢(z) is many-valued. If, however, Ais the reciprocal of an integer,
equal numbers of black and white triangles fit exactly around the
points corresponding to corners A, and a unique value of x corre-
sponds to 1/A values of z near such a point, so that = ¢(z) is locally
uniform. If (A, u,v) are all reciprocals of integers, z = ¢(z) will be
uniform everywhere. There are a limited number of cases where
(A-+p-+v) = 1, giving the polyhedral triangles and space-filling recti-



Chap. VII, § 30 CONFORMAL REPRESENTATION 129

linear triangles, covering the entire z-plane. There are an infinite
number of uniform Schwarzian functions where (A+pu-+v) < 1, the
example (3},},3) being illustrated in Schwarz’s memoir. In these
cases the sides of every triangle are orthogonal to a fixed circle or
line, forming a natural boundary beyond which continuation is
impossible.

31. Some Special Cases

The Dihedral Equation. If the reduced exponent-differences are
reciprocals of integers, and their sum is also greater than unity, the
function = ¢(2) is both uniform and algebraic, and therefore is a
rational function. These are the cases I, II, IV, VI of Schwarz’s
table.

The first case P(%,%,;b,x) is soluble by elementary methods; for

the quadratic transformation

0 o© 1 —1 oo 1
1 1 1
0 0 — _ il
P 2n ¥ = P{ 2n 0 2n Vo
1 1 1
1 1 -
=0z 2n 2n 2n
0 o 1
1 1 1+
=P{ 2n 2n 1—Az (1)
1 1
—_ -1
2n 2n

gives an equation with only fwo regular singularities, which is equi-
valent to Euler’s homogeneous equation. The general solution being

(1R | 1=\ 2
y= A(r‘:@) +B(l+«/x) ’ ®)
we can choose the quotient
1\ 2
2= 11—z’ (3)

giving the inverse function

v = (%)2 (4)

The z-sphere is divided by the equator and n complete meridians

into 2n pairs of triangles, whose corners form a bipyramid. In
4064 s
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general, 2n distinct values of z correspond to each value of z; but
these become united in pairs at the corners }=, along the equator, as
x— 0 or x> o0; and as # — 1 they are united in two sets of = at
the poles.

The Octahedral Equation. A cube and a regular octahedron are
inscribed in a unit sphere, so that the edges of the cube are parallel
to the diagonals of the octahedron. If the pole of coordinates is at
a vertex of the octahedron, the point z = e cot 10 is the stereo-
graphic projection on the plane of the complex variable z of the
point (6, ¢) on the unit sphere. The corners of the octahedron are

then given by 2= 0,00, 1, +i. (5)

At the corners of the cube cosf == 4 1/43, and their stereographic
projections are found to satisfy the equation
4142841 = 0. (6)
The middle points of the edges correspond to the affixes
(z4+1)(2*—tantm/8)(2t—cot*m/8) = 0,
or | EHDE—1TH1202)(E—17—1242) = 0,
or (212—3328—3324+1) = 0. (7)
The three fundamental polynomials satisfy the identity
10824(22— 1)t — (284 1424+ 1) 4 (212—3328— 3322 4+-1)2 = 0.  (8)
Consider the function x = ¢(z) defined by the hypergeometric
equation with exponent-differences (4, 4, }). The fundamental spheri-
cal triangle with angles (4m, im, }7) is one-sixth of an octant, or one
forty-eighth of a sphere, and is bounded by planes of symmetry of
the octahedral configuration. Since each half-plane of 2 is represented
on twenty-four different triangles, the equation # = ¢(2) is of degree
24 in z. When x = 0, the points on the sphere are united in threes at
the corners of the cube; when = oo, they are united in pairs at the
middle points of the edges; when x = 1, they are united in fours at
the corners of the octahedron. Hence we must have

A28+ 14224-1)3

2= b0 = i g g 1y ®)

In order that this may have the root z = 0 when z = 1, we have to
put A = 1, and then the identity (8) shows that we can write
(8+142°4-1)%  (2'%—3328—332'-1)2  108z%(2"—1)*

z 1 z—1

(10)
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The Tetrahedral Equation. Two adjacent octahedral triangles
(}m, $m, }7) joined along the sides opposite to the angles i7, make
up one tetrahedral triangle (4w, 3=, 7). There are twenty-four such
triangles on the sphere, each of which gives a complete representation
of the x-plane in the octahedral relation (10), but only half of the
plane of x, corresponding to the tetrahedral relation with exponent-
differences (4, 1,4). Two adjacent tetrahedral triangles contain four
complete octahedral triangles, and give a single representation of the
plane of z;, and a double representation of the plane of z. Thus to
every value of x there correspond two values of z;, and it is found that
we can pass to the tetrahedral equation by putting

x/(x—1) = 4z, (1—2a,). (11)
The transformation of Riemann’s equation is as follows
0 oo 1 —1 oo 1
PO 5 0 z) =P 0 0 2r—1
P -4 3 ¥ —% 3
0 oo 1
=P0 & 0 (22,—1)?
bo—k
0 oo 1
=P0O0 & 0 4dx,(l—=x);. (12)
b=k 4

From (10), we have algebraically
6iv322(zt—1)2

) — (22— 1)1 = , 13
(=)t = o= )™ = & g st (13)

and on taking the upper sign, we get the tetrahedral relation
(244-2iv3224-1)> (20 —20v3224-1)% 12032324 —1)2 (14)

x, 2,—1 B 1
We have the identity

(B 1420+ 1) = (244 2iv322-H 1) (24— 263221 1), (15)

which corresponds to the division of the vertices of the cube into
those of two desmic regular tetrahedra, whose edges are the diagonals
of the faces of the cube. The corners of one tetrahedron correspond
to the centres of the faces of the other, and the middle points of the
edges of either lie at the corners of the octahedron. When z, = 0,
the twelve roots of the tetrahedral equation x, = ¢,(2) are united in
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threes at the corners of one tetrahedron; when x, = 1, they are
united in threes at the corners of the other; when 2, = oo, they are
united in pairs at the middle points of the edges. The algebraic
identity corresponding to (10) is
(2242078224 1)3— (28— 204322+ 1)3— 12¢4/322(24—1)2 = 0. (16)

The Icosahedral Equation. The triangle (3w, 3, 17) corresponds to
the sixth of a face of the regular icosahedron, and to the tenth of a
face of the regular dodecahedron. As there are 120 such triangles on
the sphere, the equation x = ¢(z) is of degree 60 in 2z, with quintuple
roots at the corners of the icosahedron (say x = o0), triple roots at
those of the dodecahedron (say x == 0), and double roots at the mid-
points of the edges. With a suitable orientation of the figure, the
equation may be written

172825(2104-1125—1)5  (220—2282154-4942104-22825-1)3

1 o —zx
(2304 522225— 10005220 — 10005210 — 522254 1)2

= — . (17)

For full detdils, reference should be made to Schwarz’s memoir or
the writings of Klein.t

Composite and Associated Triangles. The remaining cases of re-
duced triangles giving algebraic functions can be solved by the
method of adjunction of domains, used above to obtain the tetra-
hedral function from the octahedral. The method was used in Rie-
mann’s lectures (posthumously published in 1902), but the funda-
mental theorem was more explicitly established by Burnside;} it has
been applied in numerous problems by Hodgkinson.| When the
reduced equation is solved, it is possible to solve the associated non-
reduced equations having the same group.

The Modular Function. The limiting case P(0,0,0,z) gives a
uniform transcendental Schwarzian function x = ¢(z), which is
obtained by inverting the quotient of the elliptic integrals z = iK'/K,
where « = k% The initial triangle is bounded by two parallel lines

1 F. Klein, Vorlesungen uber das Ikosaeder (1884); Vorlesungen ber die hyper-
geometrische Funktion (reprint 1933, edited by O. Haupt). See also A. R. Forsyth,
Theory of Functions, ch. xx ; Theory of Differential Equations, iv. 174-90.

1 W. Burnside, Proc. London Math. Soc. (1) 24 (1893), 187-2086.

| J. Hodgkinson, ibid. (2) 15 (1916), 166-81; 17 (1918), 17-24; 18 (1920), 268-73;
24 (1926), 71-82.
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perpendicular to the real axis of z and a semicircle touching them on
the axis. The generating transformations of the modular group

_z
—22+1’
correspond to circuits about # = 0 and x = 1. The function ¢(z) has
an automorphic property analogous to those of the simply and doubly

periodic functions,
o(25) = 4o (19)

Z=2—-2  Z= (18)

for all linear transformations with integer coefficients such that
(ad—bc) =1 and a =d =1, b=c =0 (mod 2). The function is
the subject of a large literature.}

EXAMPLES. VII
1. CircLES oN A SPHERE. (i) If two circles on a sphere cut orthogonally,
their planes are conjugate with respect to the sphere.

(ii) Familios of planes through two fixed lines in space, which are conjugate
with respect to a sphere, cut the sphere in two families of orthogonal circles,
and conversely.

(iii) If two points of a sphere are collincar with the pole of & circle on the
sphere, their stereographic projections are mutually inverse with respect to
the stereographic projection of the circle.

2. Rorarion. If the stercographic projection of points on a sphere is given
by the relation z = e*®cot 36, show that the linear transformation
Z—e*cot 7}9] _ _w[z——ei“'cot 10
Z+etbtan ] — 2-+eittan 36
corresponds to a rotation of the sphere.
3. KLEIN’S PARAMETERS. (i) The above rotation may be written
, _ (d-+ic)e—(b—1a)

# = (briapt(d—ic)
where

(@:b:c:d) = (sin}Psinfcosg: sin Jsinfsing: sinfycosd: cos 3 yh).
(ii) The rotation (a, b, ¢, d) followed by the rotation (a’,b’, ¢’,d’) is equivalent
to the rotation (4, B, C, D), where
A = ad’-+-a’d—bc +be,
B = bd’+b'd—ca’+c'a,
C = cd’+c’'d—ab’+a’b,
D = —aa’—bb'—cc’+dd’.

1 See, for instance, W. Burnside, Theory of Groups (1911), 372-427; H. Weber,
Algebra (1908),iii; F.XKlein and R. Fricke, Elliptische Modulfunktionen (1890-2), i-ii.
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(iii) Verify that the resultant rotation is given by the quaternion product
Ai+Bj+Ck+D = (a't+b’j4-c'k+d’)ai+bj +ck+d),
where 9 =k = —jgt, jk=1= —kj, ki=—=j= —ik.

4. RECTILINEAR SPACE-FILLING TRIANGLES. The only rectilinear triangles
whose symmetrie repetitions fill the plane without overlapping are those with
angles (4, 4m,0), Gmimim), (mimin), (7w im).

The triangle with angles (3, 3, }7) gives a double covering of the plane.
[ScawARz.]

5. (i) The relation z =: arcsinx = x#(4, }; ;%) maps each quadrant of the
z-plane conformally on a semi-infinite rectangular strip of breadth 4.

(ii) By the method of symmetric continuation, show that z = sinz is a
uniform analytic function, and obtain geometrically the relations

sin(z+4#) = —sinz, sin(—z) = —sinz.
6. The conformal representation of an isosceles right-angled triangle on a
half-plane is cffected by the relation

7= T [42(1 —z)] dx.
0

This is equivalent to the relation
da(1—2) = 1/p¥2),
where (z) is t}}o Weierstrassian clliptic function satisfying the equation
’ 92(2) = 49%(2)—49(2).

enig(z—w,)
T =1,2,3
oy XTI
show that x is a uniform function of z.
[A. E. H. Love, American J. of Mathematics, 11 (1889), 158-71.]

7. The triangle (4, %, §7) is conformally represented on a half-plane by
the relation

The relations [f(z)—e, ]t =

x
1
= — | x¥(x—1)"1 dzx.
z 6ifx (x—1)"tdx
0

This is satisfied by putting
z = 1/[1—g3%2)], where £'%(z) = 4p%z)—4. [Love.]
8. Obtain the represontation of the equilateral triangle from the above by
putting x = %, or x; = 2¢/(’(z). Obtain the representation of the isosceles
triangle with a vertical angle 27/3 by putting = = 1—a%, and verify that
x, = 20¥2)/0’(z) is not a uniform function. Obtain also the Schwarz-Chris-
toffel formulae expressing z in terms of x, and x,. [Love.]
9. Requrar PorvcoN. (i) The triangle whose angles are {m/2, =/n,
m(n—2)/2n} is conformally represented on a half-plane by the relation
2= C f a3z — 1)t-min g,
(ii) The representation of the same triangle on a semicircle is given by
putting x = (1+¢)?/(1—t)?, or
z2=C f t-min(g— 1)-2n ds,
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(iii) The representation of tho interior of the regular polygon with n sides on
a circle is given by putting ¢ = w", or
z2 = C”f(w"—l)"zf" dw.
[H. A. Schwarz, Gesammelte mathematische Abhandlunger, ii, 65-83
(= J. fiir Math. 70 (1869), 105-20).]

10. THE IcosAHEDRAL TRIANGLE. In the equilateral spherical triangle with
angles 27/5, show that

tane = 2, tanR = 3—+5, sin2r = %, tanp = }(V54-1),
= R+4r = }(wr—a), tan(R-+a)= —3—~b.
The angles a@ and 2r arc those subtended at the centre by edges of the regular
icosahedron and dodecahedron.

11. Verify that tanjae -= 2cos2x/5 = (v56—1)/2. Hence show that the
corners of the regular icosahedron can ho stereographically projocted into the
points 2=0,0, elete), ele+e) (v=10,1,23,4),
where € = exp(2im/5). Verify that these valucs (except z == o) satisfy the
equation 2204 1125—1) - - 0.

12. Verify by spherical trigonometry the expressions given for the sterco-
graphic projections of the corners of the regular dodecahedron and for the
middle points of the edges.



VIII
LAPLACE’S TRANSFORMATION

32. Laplace’s Linear Equationt
Form and Singularities. THE equation

[PD)++Q(D))y = 3 (a,+b,8)Dr~ry = 0 o)

is a generalization of the equation with constant coefficients, and is
completely soluble by an artifice of Laplace. If b, = 0, we may take
unity as the coefficient of D"y, and the only singular point is seen to
be = o0, which is irregular. If b, 5% 0, we shift the origin and write

2Dy +(a,+b,2)D-1y+...+(a,+b, x)y = 0. (2)
The equation now has one regular singularity at « = 0 and one
irregular one at x = co. The exponents at x = 0 are
0,1,2,...,n—2,n—1—a,).

If a, is not an integer, we find (n—1) holomorphic solutions forming
one Hamburger set, and one regular solution belonging to the
exponent (n—1—a,) forming another. If @, is an integer, all the
exponents belong to the same set. It is easily verified that there are
always at least (n—1) solutions which are free from logarithms and
holomorphic. Since there is only one winding point in the finite
part of the plane, and since (n— 1) independent solutions are uniform,
the group properties of the equation are trivial. The feature of
interest is the behaviour of the solutions at the irregular singu-
larity = co.

Laplace’s equation furnishes a simple illustration of an interesting,
but difficult, theorem due to Perron.} If p,(z) is a polynomial of
degree s < n, and {p,(x)} are integral functions of z, the equation

Do(@) Dy +py(R)D" Ny - A py(2)y = 0 (3)
has at least (n—s) linearly independent solutions, which are integral
functions of z.

Solution by Definite Integrals. Laplace uses the transformation
y = [ e dt, (4)
¢

t C. Jordan, Cours d’analyse, iii. 251-65 ; E. Picard, Traité d’analyse, iii. 394-402.
} O. Perron, Math. Ann. 70 (1911), 1-32.
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which may be regarded as a limiting form of the Eulerian trans-
formation of § 27 as ¢ - c0. The equation

[ [PO+2Q®f®) dt = 0 (5)
¢
can be integrated exactly if f(¢) is chosen so that
Qi) = [POO) ®
— ox P()
or QU)f(t) = exp[ f o0 dt]. (7)

We must now find n contours giving linearly independent solutions
and satisfying the condition

[e*Q)f(1)] = o. (8)

Suppose first that b, # 0, so that we can use the form (2), where

Q(t) is of degree n and P(¢) of degree (n—1). We have in general, if
the roots (B,) are unequal,

- n _ P(t)_ 7 ﬁar__
a0 =TLe=F =27

£ = ATT (—B)*

Let I denote a point at infinity, taken in such a direction that a¢ is
real and negative. Then the condition (8) is satisfied by the simple
loop integrals )
L = f edft)dt (r=1,2,...,n). (10)
I
If «, is a positive integer, L, = 0; but the condition is then satisfied
by the definite integral 3
L* = f eclf(t) d. (11)
by
If «, is zero or a negative integer, am[f(¢)] returns to its initial value
and the contour may be shrunk to a small circle about ¢ = f,. The
integral can be evaluated as a Cauchy residue. If we expand f(t) and
¢ = e*Prer@-B) in ascending powers of (t—fB,) and evaluate, we
obtain an integral function which is the product of e*f and a poly-
nomial.
If x is very large and if the contour consists of a small circle about
t = B,, together with a straight line to infinity described twice, it

may be shown that the dominant term in the integral is given by the
4064 T

(9)
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portion of the contour near ¢ = B,. Thus we find L, ~ C,efrzz—or;
and since (B,) are supposed unequal, the n solutions are linearly
independent.

If «,, o, are not integers, consider the double-loop integral

Br+,BatsBr—.Ba—)

L, evif(t) dt

I

= (1—e¥ma) [, —(1—e2imor) [, (12)
Since the double circuit restores the initial amplitude of f(¢), we may
contract this path to a finite contour interlacing ¢ = 8,, B,, and clear
of all singularities of the integrand. Since f(f) is bounded and the
contour is of finite length, we can expand e and evaluate term
by term; the resulting expression is a power-series converging for
all finite values of z, i.e. an integral function. Putting r = 1,
8§ = 2,3,...,n, we have (n—1) independent integral functions.

If «, or o, is & positive integer, L,, == 0; but we can then satisfy the
conditions by a simple loop from one singularity about the other, or
by an ordinary definite integral between ¢ = 8, and ¢t = 8,.

For the last solution, we take an infinite simple loop Q enclosing
all the singularities ¢ = B,. If we enlarge the loop sufficiently, we can
write along the contour

1) =t 3 4,87, (13)
=0
since > o, = ;. We now integrate term by term, using Hankel’s
integral 0+)
1 _l_ -,
o = 2 f et dt, (14)
and find the solution -
[ ef(t) dt = 2mi 3 A a0y D(ntr—ay). (15)
O r=0

If a, is not an integer, this is regular and belongs to the exponent
(n—a,—1) at the origin.

The expression (15) cannot give a solution belonging to a negative
integral exponent, nor a solution of logarithmic type. In fact the
method fails when a, is an integer, because the set of solutions (12)
and (15) are not linearly independent. But we may retain one
simple loop integral (10), or one definite integral (11), and the logarith-
mic property can be exhibited by deformation of the path as am(z)
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increases by 2. It appears that the integral in question is augmented
by a multiple of the solution (15).

Exceptional Cases. The appropriate paths when Q(¢) is of lower
degree than P(t), or when it has multiple zeros, have been indicated
by Jordan. If Q(¢) is of degree (n—A), we have

& B A ] n—A a,
o0 =24 2 hy

1) = Aexp[ﬁ ) [T =gy
r=0 8=1

The space at ¢t = oo is divided into (2A+2) sectors where f(t) is
alternately very large and very small. We can make a festoon of
(A1) paths, beginning and ending in sectors where f(t) is small and
crossing the intervening scctors in the finite part of the plane. These
and the (n—A—1) double loop circuits interlacing (8,) make up the
n required paths.
Similarly, if £ = B is a zero of multiplicity A, we have
log f(t) ~ B(t—B)-, ast-—p.

The space about ¢ = B is now divided into (24—2) sectors where
f(t) is alternately large and small. We can construct small loops
entering and leaving ¢ = B in sectors where f(¢) is small, and crossing
at a finite distance the intervening ones where it is large. This set of
(A—1) loops just compensates for the loss of (A—1) simple zeros of

Q).

33. The Confluent Hypergeometric Equationf

Canonical Forms. Just as Riemann’s equation can be transformed
in twenty-four ways into a hypergeometric one, so the equation

(16)

x2D%+ (444, 2)xDy+(By+ By 2+ Bya?)y = 0 (1)
can be transformed in four ways into Kummer’s first confluent hyper-
geometric equation @D+ (c—x)Dy—ay = 0. 2)

We write y = xrefoy’, 2’ = (B'—P)a, (3)
where p is either root of the indicial equation
PP+ (4o—1)p+B, = 0, (4)

1 E. T. Whittaker and G. N. Watson, Modern Analysis, ch. xvi; G. N. Watson,
Bessel Functions (1922), 100-5, 188-93; H. Bateman, Differential Equations (1918),
75-9, 110-15.
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and (B, B') are the roots of

B*+A4,B+ B, = 0. (5)
If B8 = B’, we obtain similarly Kummer’s second equation
aD¥-+cDy—y = 0, (6)

or an elementary one of Euler’s homogeneous type. The typical
solutions of (2) and (6) are respectively

a(a+1)

J(a;c;x) = hmF(a b;c; ) = l+l'cx+2'c(c+l)x +.0 -
22
ofa(¢32) —al};r-’nwF(a bie; ) +l'r+2'c(c—{—1)+

Again, the equation

DY+ (Ag+A4,2)Dy+(By+ B a+Byaly = 0 (8)
can be reduced by putting

y= vy o =kl (9)

to one of the forms
Dy+(2n+1—at)y = 0, (10)
; D?y—9xy = 0, (11)

or to an elémcntary equation with constant coefficients. The cqua-
tion (10) was found by Weber on transforming the equation of the
potential V2V = 0 to parabolic cylindrical coordinates

(x+ay) = HE+1in)>
It is reduced to Hermite’s equation
D>y —2xDy-+2ny = 0 (12)
by putting y = e—*z’y" and then to an equation of Kummer’s first

type A
Y .
dz2 +( ) + sny = 0, (1'3)
by the change of variable z = 22
The equation (11) is satisfied by a definite integral considered by

Airy, and on changing the variable toz = z3itisreduced to Kummer’s
second type . &y 2dy

PEREY
Finally, Kummer’s second equation is transformed by the change of
variable 2 = 444z and the substitution ¥ = e-*y’ into one of his
first type

—y=0. (14)

Y 4 (2—1-9)Y (1) = 5
zaﬁ—}—(% 1 z)dz (c—%)y = 0. (15)



Chap. VIII, § 33 LAPLACE’S TRANSFORMATION 141

The equations (2), (6), (11), (12) are soluble as they stand by
Laplace’s method, and their solutions can also be expressed in terms
of the standard power-series (7). But it is convenient to regard (2)
as the ultimate canonical form. The analogue of Schwarz’s form of
the hypergeometric equation is obtained by removing the middle
term. We thus find Whittaker’s equation

Doy~ 2+ o, (16)
exhibiting the exponents (4-+-m) at the origin. The solutions of (16) are
written M, _,,(x), where

M, (x) = attme=1= K (3+4-m—k; 2m+-1; ). (17)

If & = 0, the equation is invariant when z is replaced by —« and is
reducible to Kummer’s second form.

pme
a2

Solutions in Power-Series.f Kummer’s first equation (2) is trans-
formed into another of the same type by putting

Yy = e%y’, x=—x, a=c—a, c=c';
or y=al~y, «x=2a', a=a—c+1, c¢=2—c; (18)
or y=—=el-%, x=—2', a=1-—a, c=2—c.

From the standard solution (7) we can write down two alternative
expressions of each principal branch, when ¢ is not an integer. We
thus have Kummer’s linear transformation

% = (Fi(e;c;2) = e Fi(c—a; c; —a),

Y = 2t~ Fy(@a—c+1;2—c;2) = et~ Fi(1—a; 2—c; —2x).
These four expressions correspond to Kummer’s twenty-four hyper-
geometric serics; and the relation is the limiting form of Euler’s
identity

} (19)

F(a,b;c;z) = (1—a)—*bF(c—a,c—b;2—c;x), (20)
when « is replaced by /b, and b — oco.
The principal solutions of (6) are
Y= ofi(c;2), Yo = a1 F(2—c;2), (21)
when ¢ is not an integer. Kummer’s transformation of (6) into (15) is

the analogue of Riecmann’s quadratic transformation and gives the
identities

2
olf’l(p+%;%—i) = e ¥ F\(p; 2p;2) = ¥, F)(p; 2p; —2), (22)

where p = (c—13).
t Cf. Ex.V, 4-17.
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Bessel’s Equation. If 4, = 0 = B,, the equation (1) is invariant
when z is replaced by —z. It may then be reduced to Bessel’s
equation 22D+ Dy+ ("~ )y = 0, (23)
or to an elementary equation of Euler’s homogeneous type. This
property is analogous to the symmetry of the associated Legendre
equation

o]+ [nern— o =0, (24)
with the scheme
—1 00 1
P{ tm =nt+l im p). (25)
—im  —n —im

If we write p = m/ix and let m — oo, we get an equation
x2@—{— [x2—n(n+1)]w = 0, (26)
da?

having a regular singularity at x = 0 with exponents (n+41, —n)
and an irregplar singularity at infinity. If we now put w = zty, the
equation is reduced to Bessel’s equation of order k = (n-+}), with
the exponents 4% at the regular singularity « = 0.

When £ is not an integer, the solutions of Bessel’s equation are
Ji(x) and J_,(x), where

xk x?
Ji(®) = moﬂ(lc+l: —Z)’ (27)

Let n be positive and let m tend to infinity by real positive values.
We have with Hobson’s notation

enmt DNn+4+m—~+1)['(3)

W) = G T Tery <
As m - o, we have by Stirling’s formula I'(n+m-1) ~ m»+'(m),
e ox(i) ~ e s, (29)
where S =3Li_riF(”+’2"+l,”+’2”+2;n+g; —1%22) (30)

The series being convergent uniformly with respect to m for a fixed
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value of z, we may evaluate the limit term by term and so get
8= oFl(n+§; —”fz)
Hence, with & = (n+14), we have finally
lim [e—m"fce:f(g) [rom)| = z‘"“(i’;){‘JM(x). (31)

Finite Solutions. From Kummer’s relations (19), we see that one
of the four series is finite, if @ or (¢—c) is an integer. As a typical

case, let @ = —n. As in the proof of Jacobi’s formula in § 24, we
find for any solution of (2) the relation
Di[artk-1e-z Dly| = a, x°~e~Ty, (32)

where a, = a(a+1)...(a+k—1).
In particular, if y = | F(a;c;x), we get
DHac+k=Te~% F\(a+k; c+k; )] = ¢, at-le~2, Fi(a;c; x). (33)
If now = is a positive integer, and @ = —n, k = n, we get the

expression
Co 1 By (—n;c;x) = at-%eDn[acin-1e-7]. (34)

The standard polynomials of this class are known as Sonine poly-
nomaals.

34. Integral Representations of Kummer’s Series
Standard Forms. To solve Kummer’s first equation, we write in
§ 32, (4)-(8),
P(t) = ct—a, Q) = 1*—t,

fity = Ql(_”exp[ f g(ig dt] — Ato-1(1 —g)p-a-1, M
and obtain the expression
y = f evtja-1(1—¢)o-a-1 d, (2)
¢
where the contour C' must satisfy the condition
[et*(1—2) 7], = 0. (3)

Independent solutions are in general given by the simple loop

(04) as .
integrals Ly= [ and L, = [ , where I is the point 2t = —oc0. From
i i
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these we construct the combinations
(0+,14,0—,1-)

f = f = [1—g¥mC-a] Lo"‘[ 1—e?ima]L,,
* I
(0+,14) (4)
f = f = Ly+e¥mlL,,
Q I

which are linearly independent, provided that e2i7¢ £ 1 and that
Ly, L, do not vanish identically.

The contour ® may be deformed into a fixed double loop inter-
lacing ¢ = 0,1, and lying entirely in the finite part of the plane. On
expanding e under the integral sign and evaluating term by term,
we get

f evla-1(1—t)e-a-1dt = | Fy(a; c;2) j fa-1(1—ge-a-1qds, (5)
@ L3
the integral on the right being a generalized beta function.

The contour Q may be enlarged so that |{| > 1 everywhere; on
expanding f(¢) in descending powers of ¢, and evaluating term by
term by means of Hankel’s integral for the gamma function, we

have
(0+4)

x\c-a-1
[ etiarg—1y-ardt = 1= | euuc—2(1 ___) du
0 — U
2 fo—a—1 (0+)
= gl-¢ T (=) ugc~2-n
xz(n)(x)feu du
n=0 —®
2g7rat=¢ .
= Ie—0) JFla—c+1;2—c; ). (6)
If @ or (c—a) is an integer, the contours must be modified. If ¢ is a
positive integer, Ly, = 0; but ¢ = 0 may now be taken as a limit of
integration. The holomorphic solution is obtained as in (5), except
that the double loop is replaced by a simple one from ¢ = 0 about

t = 1. The other solution is

[ eta-1(t—1)-0-1dt = I)a—l[ez [ ent-vip—1)e-a-2 dz},
) ,

Q
0+) -

— Da—l[ezxa-c f euyc—a-1 duJ’
—

24

— P(u—c+l)pa—llezxa—c]’
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2 1-c . .
1"(2‘__)% Fla—c+1;2—c;2),
2 . l—a:2—c: 7
= @ c)x e F(l1—a;2—c; —x), )

as may be verified by elementary methods.

If @ is zero or a negative integer, L, can be evaluated as a finite
series of Cauchy residues, and the contour ¢ gives a numerical
multiple of L.

(0+) —a (0%)

[ eta-11—tye-o-1 a5 — 2% f fa+n=1(1—g)e-a-1 g

—a—1
= 27w z ——-( ( a__n)
. Ic—a)

= 27 [(o)l(1—a)* Hi(a;c; ). (8)
Similar considerations apply to L; when (c—a) is an integer, and so
we obtain integral representations of the Sonine polynomials. When
a, (c—a) are integers of the same sign, x = 0 is an apparent singu-
larity or reducible thereto, and there are fwo solutions expressible
in finite terms.

If ¢ is any integer and @ not one of the integers lying between zero
and ¢, x = 0 is a logarithmic singularity, and the solutions (4) are not
independent, because €27 = 1. A simple circuit enclosing ¢ = 0 and
t = 1, and lying in the finite part of the plane, gives the holomor-
phic solutiony, = (L,+e*72L,). The solution y, = L, is logarithmic.

,f‘\/k'/—’——»‘\.
———i____y
Fia. 3.

For as am(z) increases from zero to 2w, am(¢) at I decrcases from
m to —m. As the path of integration swings round and bends to
avoid the singularities, we get the new branch
(1+,04,1-)
Y, = J' = L,+e-%maf —e2ina],
I
= Ly+(e ¥ —1)(Ly+ €7 Ly) = yp+(e~*™—1)y,, (9)

whose form shows the presence of a logarithmic term.
4064 U
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Alternative Forms. According as we operate on Kummer’s equa-
tion as it stands or on one of the equivalent forms, we have the four

Laplace integrals
f edga-1(1—g)e-a-1ds  (A)

e f e-oe-a-(1—f)a-14t,  (B)
(10)

pl-c J' evlta—o(1—t)-2 dt, (€
ezt [ e-clp-a(1—t)— dt, (D)

which correspond to the four Eulerian hypergeometric integrals
1 5

f (1—at)-bte-1(1—t)c-a-1dt,  (A)

0

1
(1—z)c-a-d f (1—atp-ce-a-1(1—t)e-1dt,  (B)
0

2 - (11)
at= [ (1—aty->-Yoe(l—t)2dt,  (C)
f 1/x
1-o(1—g)e-a-b f (1—zt)e-1-a(1—t)a-< dt. (D)
1/x

The latter all converge and give multiples of F(a,b;c;z), if
1 > ¢ > a > 0. In each set, the pairs (AB) and (CD) belong to the
same sets. Kummer’s linear relations § 33 (19) are given by putting
¢ = (1—t) in (10); and Euler’s relation § 33 (20) is similarly given by
putting ¢’ = (1—¢)/(1—at) in (11).

There is in general a curious reciprocity of paths between the two
pairs. The branch y, is given by the double loop @ in (AB) and by
the infinite loop Q in (CD), and the paths are interchanged for the
branch y,. There is an exception, however, in the logarithmic case,
where we saw that ® and Q both reduce to the same branch. In that
case only, the two types can be transformed into one another by
elementary methods, so that the same path gives the same branch
for each. Without loss of generality, we suppose that ¢ is a positive
integer. We take the representation (A) and integrate by parts (c—1)
times, the integrated parts vanishing around any admissible contour,

f eHa-1(1—t)p-a-1 df — (—g)i—e of e"[((%)c_l{t“—l(l—t)c—“-l}] dt. (12)

C
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Now in Jacobi’s identity

(%)n{t"%(l—t)"*“ﬁ} = Dt o) ) 8 (—n, mot 1b ot B 140 8),

Nl+4w)
(13)
let us write « = (a—c),8 = —a,n = (c—1); then we have
(n+1+4a+p) = 0,
d\e-t a-1(]1 —¢f)c—a-1} — P(a) a-c(] —¢t)-a
and so ((_ﬁ) {ta-Y(1—g)e-o-1} = I‘(a—c—f—l)t (1—¢)-=. (14)
Hence
[ a1 —tp-o-tds = D@ (e [ etae1—ty-edr. (15)
2 I'a—c+1) J
Both sides vanish around any closed contour if
(a—1)(@—2)...(a—c+1) =0, (16)

these values of @ giving an apparent singularity when c is a positive
integer.

Kummer’s Second Equation. The equation of § 33 (6), which is
satisfied by (F(c; x), also admits two alternative solutions of Laplace’s

type f ext+lle-2 J
(17)
xl-c f edt+llg—c di,

But these can be transformed into one another by putting ¢’ = 1/xt.
The most interesting feature of this solution is the choice of contours.
One solution is given by a loop from at = —oco about £ = 0, and
another by a small heart-shaped Jordan loop entering and leaving
the origin on the side where R(t) is negative, so that the condition

[ext+te] , = 0 (18)
is satisfied. The infinite contour and the small loop are interchanged
when we pass from one representation to the other.

35. Bessel’s Equationt
Integrals of Poisson’s Type. Bessel’s equation

Bty+ (s — )y = 0 M
is reduced to an auxiliary equation of Laplace’s type
xD2w—+ (2k+1)Dw+zw = 0 (2)

t G. N. Watson, Bessel Functions (1922).
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by the substitution y = a*w. On solving by the usual rule, we find
y = ak f eizl(1— g2)k—4 g, (3)
¢
where the contour C' must satisfy the condition
[ei(1—2)+] , = 0. (4)
There is an alternative solution where £ is everywhere replaced by
—k. If k is half an odd integer, the solutions can be evaluated in
an elementary form; in the one case they are given as residues by
small circuits about ¢ = 4-1, and in the other as elementary definite
integrals between limits { = 1, ixt = —oo0.
In general, an infinite loop from ix¢ == —o0 enclosing ¢ = 4-1 and
a figure of eight interlacing these points give independent solutions
Ji(x) and J_,(x) [cf. § 33 (27)]. But when % is an integer,
J_ (@) = (—)Vi(x).
Except when 2k is an odd positive integer, independent solutions
are always given by Hankel’s simple loop integrals

(1+)

k
f eirl(12— 1)kt dt,

i
1 __
HP() = =2

I(3)
)
TG—RGF [ i
@) — (2N 52" ixl(p2_ ]k}
HP(z) o) If (2 1Yk} df,
the phases of these integrands being so adjusted that
1+, -1-)
I(3—k)(3a)* [ ]
— (1) D(p)) = —\2 22" fet(g2__ 1 \k-}
o) = PP = S| e
(6)

If we choose & with the real part positive, these expressions may be
replaced by convergent definite integrals. For example, if z is real

and positive, we can show by putting ¢ = (% + 1) that

2\} elle—tkm—im i\ kb
1) — 2\ —Uy k—% o
H{P(x) (wx) D) fe w (1+2x> du,
0
w (7)
2 |} e-it@-ikr—im Tu\k

) = (2 f (1= au
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Asymptotic Expansions. From Hankel’s integrals we obtain
approximate values of the Bessel functions, when z is large with a
given amplitude. We shall take z and % both real and positive.
Then, using Cauchy’s form of the remainder in Taylor’s series, we
write in (7)

aw\k-t A T(k+1)  [fiu )
(l+ﬂ> - Z T(k— r+4})r'(2x) +E, ®)
where
. D(k+ 1) ) J‘ ( m@)
RY = 2 1—6)P-1(1 d(). 9
F T e [0 @
Ifp>k 1+ < 1, since uf/2x is real and positive. Hence

the remamder is numerically smaller than the first term neglected.
On integrating term by term, we have the asymptotic representations

H{(z) ~ ( ) gite- *""**”Ef—"—(k'it ’_:Fl%(%)

2) 2\ ikt 5 L (A7) (— )
HiP@) ~ (wx) ¢ Z D(k—r+44)r!\ 22

The series continued to infinity would be divergent, the ratio of two
successive terms being 4 (k+r—lz—j(l(_’f__1—)r — %)Z, which tends to infinity.
But when z is large the terms at the beginning of the series decrease
very rapidly, and the error committed by keeping p terms is numeri-
cally smaller than the (p+1)th. A very general theory of asymptotic
solutions was developed by Poincaré.}

(10)

Bessel’s Integral. Another way of using Laplace’s transformation
is to write z = z2%in (2) and so obtain the auxiliary equation

d*w dw
za;g'*‘(k'i'l)%-l'iu = 0. (11)
This is satisfied by 1
w = f exp(zt——)t"-1 dt, (12)
4t
¢
along a contour chosen as for Kummer’s second equation so that
1) i
. = 0. 13
[exp(zt 4t)t ]0 0 (13)

t H. Poincaré, American J. of Math. 7 (1885), 203-58; Acta Math. 8 (1886),
205-344.
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If we restore y = x™w, z = 2 and put ¢ = }u, we have the forms

e S
y= f exp[g(u-— :-t)]u"‘—l du,

which can be obtained from one another by putting ' = —1/u.
Loops from infinity give distinct solutions, except when % is an
integer; we can then use a path from # = 0 to u = oo, if we approach
the limits in such directions that the integrand tends to zero.

For integer values of k£, we have

©0+)
1 x 1
= (—)k _— = e —U— - ~k-1 15
Rl = (V=) = 5= [ exp[2( u)]“ du, (15)
and so we find the generating function
1 0
——| = k . 16
expl3(u—3)] =, £ v (16)
On putting 4 = €% in (15), we have
2w
' J(x) = 21 f exp(izsin §—1k0) dé, (17)
T
0
and on putting §’ = (2w—0) and adding, we have Bessel’s integral
2m
J@) = .?:1_ f cos(x sin §—kf) df. (18)
m

0

EXAMPLES. VIII
1. RECURRENCE ForMULAE. If F = F\(a;c;z), show that
D*[zo+k-1F] = a; 291, Fy(a+k;c; 2),
D¥zt=1F] = (c—k)yac~*—1,F\(a;c—k;x),
o D¥[e™*F] = (— ¥ (c—a)pe % Fy(a;c+k; x),
Dk[e=txe=0+k=-1F] = (c—a), =%, F (a—k; c; x).
2. Show that Bessel’s equation may be written in either of the forms

o+ o=,

AT
Hence prove that X
Jeate) = —[D=¥| e,

Jiesle) = [D+ E e,
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2k
iey1(2) + Ty () = ?J;c(x),
Jk+1(x)_JIc—1(x) = —2J}(x).
3. If k is a positive integer, show that

@) = (-1t L) s,
Tnialz) = (=Yt fmg (o)

d \k
Tnil2) = 2L ) famd @)
4. Show that

Jy(x) = (%)‘sin z, Jylz)= (;25)’005 z,
Jeiy(@) = (—)"(—) k+l(x:iix )k(sil;x)’

Tasr= () () (457)

5. Show that, if k is a positive integer

1
¥
Jk+}(z) %x) f izt(l_ﬂ)kdt=(_,,;)k(_2%) fei’tﬂc(t) dt,
-1 -1

k! Y (1+,-1-)
J__k_‘(.’l:) — ——(%— j et(12—1)~k-1 gy,

0

6. Deduce Mchler’s expression Jy(z) = lim P,,(cos E) from Laplace’s
—>00
integral n "
P,(cosf) = ;ITJ (cos §+isinfcosd)® d.
°
7. If R(k+1) > 0, show that

°¢2—132)j o) y(Br) dir = BanTilo)T4(B) — T i(o )y B,
2 f I o) dor = (x’~g) J f(ox) + 22T (o).
If o B and Jk(a)/aOJ’(a) = Ju(B)/BI}(B), show that
f wJi(o)i(Br) dz = 0.
;

8. If k is a positive integer, prove that Poisson’s integral

L4

ok
f cos(z cos 0)sin2*g 40

M) = 135w
0
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can be transformed into Bessel’s integral
27
Ji(x) = 51_’. f exp(ix sin 0 —ik0) df
0

by integrating by parts and using Jacobi’s formula, Ex. VI, 15. [JacoBL]
9. If 2, a, (a—c+1) are all positive, show that

(0+,2+) @ 2% I‘( )
ot B et gy = 247218 . 0
dufoxp{u v+ ” }u vl dy = () Filase;z).
-0 [1]

Show that the alternative representations of , F(a; ¢; z) as intograls of Laplace’s
type are obtained by evaluating the double integral in two ways.

10. ScHERK’s EQUATION. Show that the equation

DMy —xy = 0
” ° +1
is satisfied b = [ ot — o ]
y y goo,foxp o= dt,

0
where w = exp[2iw/(n+41)] and f C,=0.
=0

[H.F.Scherk, J. fiir Math. 10 (1832),92-7; C.G.J.Jacobi, Werke, iv. 33-4.]
11. HErMiTE’$ EQUATION. Show that the equation

D?y—2xDy-+-2ny = 0
is satisfied by

9 = F(—in; };2%) = 1 Fy(3+4n; 85 —27),
Yy = =, Fy(3—1n; §;2%) = e\ Fi(1+4n; §; —2?).
Obtain integral representations, along appropriate contours, of the types
fez:ct—t!t—n—l di, J‘ ergm1-in(] _g)~tHin gg z f esg—i=in(] —g)in dsg,
[C. Hermite, uvres, ii. 293-308; E. T. Whittaker and G. N. Watson,

Modern Analysis, 341-5; R. Courant and D. Hilbert, Methoden der
mathematischen Physik, 767, 261, 294.]
12. HErMITE'S PoLyNoMIALS. (i) Prove by Jacobi’s method that the equa-
tion is satisfied, when n is a positive integer, by the polynomial
H,(z) = (—)"e"Dre-,
and by e®*H_,,_,(i¢x), when n is a negative integer.
(ii) Show that d \n
e (— DNl . 2Nn—1,—21
Hale) = (—yzrea( 0 ) (@nte=st),

n
Hyppi(2) = (—)"2"+1efv’(x..dd;) (a2n+1e-at),

Hy(x) = 2nH,_y(x) = 2xH,(x)—Hp(%).

(iii) Prove the orthogonal relations

fe-w’Hm(x)H,,(x) dx {

-

=0 (m 5~ n),
= 2"!iNg  (m = n).
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L=}
n
(iv) Show that bz, t) = 2ot = Z i—i (),
=0
and verify the above formulae from the relations

gé = 254,, aa_qts — 2(x-—t)¢, Ze—z’ﬂzzt-tl)ﬂzu—ﬂ) dzx = e/,
13. LAacuERRE’S PoryNomiALs. (i) Find the intogral representations of the
polynomials L,(z) = e¥D"e~*z"] = n! Fi(—n;1;x).
(ii) Show that
fe—wL (@) Lp(x) dx{ . (m f ),
4 (n!)2 (m = n).

(iii) By means of Lagrange’s series, show that

1—w n!

©
— vz 1
()t = S T
n-0
and hence or otherwise prove that

Ln-)—l(z) —(2n+1—x)Ly(2)+n*Ly_y(x) = 0.
(iv) Show that
D™ L, , o(x) = D™e*Dm+n(e=%gm+n)]
— (mEn)t o, pmn(g-agm)
n!
= (=
[Courant-Hilbert, loc. cit., 77-9; see also E. Schrodinger, Abhandlungen
zur Wellenmechanik (1928), 131-6.]
14. SoNINE PoLYNOMIALS. A set of polynomials {¢,(x)} are defined by the

generating function —aw ®
(1—oyiotoxp[ 2] = £ vngoio).

€=M D g~ TxmEn),

(m+n)!
n!

Show that
(i) (k+n)pp_s(x) = ny(x)—zda(x);
(ii) (n+1 ¢n+1(z) = (@+n+k+ 1)@, (x)—zdn(z);
(iii) pn(e) = ——»~~D"[e—zxk+"]

T(n+k+1)
n 'f("k‘?f)?f!—‘
(m #'ﬂ),

[N. J. Sonine, Math. Ann. 16 (1880), 1-80; H. Bateman, Partial
Differential Equations of Mathematical Physics (1932), 451-9; G. Pélya
and G. Szeg6, Aufgaben und Lehrsditze, ii. 94, 293-4.]

Fy(—n;k+1;2);

4064 x



IX
LAME’S EQUATION

36. Lamé Functionst
Ellipsoidal Harmonics. A systEM of confocal quadrics being given by
x3

61'-'0+e _0_*__”4_ —1=9
where ete,tes =0 (e > e, > e),
the analogy of spherical harmonics makes us look for polynomials
in the Cartesian coordinates satisfying Laplace’s equation V2V = 0,
whose nodal surfaces belong to the confocal system. Since even and
odd terms must satisfy V2V = 0 separately, we expect to find eight
types of polynomials

0=

(1)

T, Xy
V=11 & a2, 2,223} X0,0,...0,, (2)
T3 X1%y

where 0, is ah expression of the form (1) with 6, written for 6.
For any assigned point (z,, ,,z;), the equation (1) in 6 has three
real roots (A, 1, v) lying in the intervals
e >A> e > > e > (3)
These correspond respectively to the hyperboloid of two sheets, the
hyperboloid of one sheet, and the ellipsoid of the system passing
through the point, and are called its confocal coordinates. From the

identity 3 (0_)\)(9_#)(9_,;) (4)
(e,—0)(e;—0)(e5—06)’

1
we have by partlal fractions
(e—A)(ey—p)(e1—7)
22 = , ete. 5
R o [y ®
On substituting the expressions (4) and (5) for the several factors of
V in (2), the expression V breaks up into a product of three similar

factors V= CEQNEWE®W), (6)

1 G. H. Halphen, Fonctions elliptiques, ii. 457-531; E. T. Whittaker and G. N.
Watson, Modern Analysis, 536-78; E. W. Hobson, Spherical and Ellipsoidal
Harmonics, 454-96; P. Humbert, Mémorial des sciences mathématiques, x (1926);
M. J. O. Strutt, Ergebnisse der Mathematik, I, 3 (1932).




Chap. IX, § 36 LAME'S EQUATION 156

B(B) = [T @—e)*P(O) (i =0 or )

=1

P(9) = (0—0,)(6—0,)...(6—0,,).

We now make the well-known transformation of Laplace’s equa-
tion to confocal coordinates,

where 3
} (7)

R ?
=S > ]+Z‘l""”[2<e—5’§e—v>]
-SR] ]S e—l ]
= S = 2%

hy oV
2 — ) Il 1 7
VIV = hahohy Z fh\[lzf,hs 6)\]

A
= Z(A :/{)((V) ) dA[‘/f( ] (10)

where f(0) = 4(0—e;)(0—e,)(0—e3) = 463—g,0—gs,. (11)
On dividing by ¥V, we get from V2V = 0 the equation
ATAE Q)+ Q) EQ)] _
This implies that we can find (4, B) to satisfy the relations
FOE N NEDX) _ 451 p
(/\) + B,
FWE W3 WE W) _ 4 g
B() p+B, (13)
fOE O OEC) _ o
) *

The last two equations show that (4, B) cannot depend on A; and
similarly they cannot depend on u,v, so that they are numerical
constants. Thus E(0) satisfics a linear differential equation of the
second order

JO)E"(6)+1f (6)E'(6)—(A6+ B)E(0) = 0, (14)
which is called Lamé’s equation.
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This is an equation of the Fuchsian class having four regular
singularities. At 6 = e; the exponents are (0, 4), while at § = oo the
indicial equation is

4p(p-+1)—6p— A = 0. (15)
But, if » is the degree in the Cartesian coordinates of the expression
V in (2), the corresponding solution (7) belongs to the exponent
—1n at infinity; and since this must satisfy (15), we must have

A = n(n+1), (16)

where 7 is a positive integer.

If n is even, E(6) must be a function of the first or third types,
having («;) all zero or two of them equal to }; if » is odd, £(6) must
be of the second or fourth types, having one or three of («;) equal to .
In each case it is convenient (following Crawford)f to expand the
polynomial P(f) in descending powers of (6—e,).

Solutions of the First Type. The solution belonging to the exponent

—3n at § = o can always be written E(6) = Y c.(0—e,)i*"; but

r=0
this will not be a polynomial unless = is an even integer and B is
properly chosen. We write the equation in the form

4(0—e,)*E"+6(0—e,)2E'—n(n+-1)(0—ey) E+
+12e,(0—e,)2E" +12¢,(0—e,) B’ —[ B+n(n-+1)e, | E+
+f(e)[(0—e)E"+3E'] = 0, (17)
and obtain the recurrence formulae
2(2n—1)cy+[B+n(1—2n)e,]c, = 0,
(2r+2)(2n—2r—1)c, .y +[B+n(1—2n)e,+ (18)
+ 12r(n—r)ey e, — ' (ex)(n—2r4+ 1) (n—2r4-2)c,_; = 0.
The necessary and sufficient condition for E(f) to be a polynomial
of degree m = }nisc, 4 = 0. For this automatically givesc,,,, = 0,
Cm+z = 0, etc. Now if ¢, = 1, ¢, is a polynomial of degree r in B;
and so B must satisfy an algebraic equation of degree (m-+1). It was
proved by Lamé, and then more simply by Liouville, that the values
of B are real and unequal. For the relations (18), where f'(e;) < 0,
show that (c,) is a Sturm sequence of polynomials in B, and that

¢, and c,,, take opposite signs when ¢, = 0. No changes of sign
are lost in the sequence as B varies, except when B passes through

t L. Crawford, Quart. J. of Math. 27 (1895), 93-8, 29 (1898), 196-201.
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a zero of the last polynomial ¢, ., of the set considered. But since
the highest term of ¢, is a positive numerical multiple of (—) Br,
we see by putting B = 4 oo that c,,,, must change sign for (m-1)
real values of B.

Other Types of Solutions. If an expression of the form (7) is sub-
stituted for F(f) in Lamé’s equation, the equation satisfied by P()
takes the form

4(0—ey)3 P"+ (41— 8m+-6)(0—e)> P’ — 2m(2n— 2m—+1)(§—e) P+

+126,(0—€)2P"+ [ (80— 16m-+ 12)e, + 3 8x;e;](0—e;) P'— B*P+
i=1

+f (e2)[(6—ey) P"+(3+42x,) P'] = 0, (19)

where m = (3n—x;—x,—«k3) and
B* = B4n(n+1)ey+(2x,+ 215+ 8ky k3) (€,—e;) +
+ (26,4 2r5+ 8ky K5)(e3—e3).  (20)
If we expand in a descending series P(0) = i‘ c,(0—ey)™ ", we get

r=0

the Tecurrence formulae
2(2n—1 )cl+[B*+m(4m—sn)e2—8mélxi eiJea = 0,

(27 +2)(2n—2r—1)c, 1y + [ B+ (m—1)(4m — 7 —8n)e,— (21)

—8(m—n) 3 cieiJe,— (&) (m—r+m—r-+-3+ 20)0, 1 = 0.

As before, ¢,,,; = 0 is the necessary and sufficient condition for
P(f) to reduce to a polynomial, and this is satisfied for (m-1)
distinct real values of B.

The Lamé functions of any given order and type, corresponding
to distinct parameters (B,), are linearly independent. For if we had
> A, E,(6) = 0, we should obtain also

|10+ 34770) 5= n+1>e] S 4,B,6)=3 4, B B,0) =0, (22)

for all positive integers &; and this would imply 4, = 0.

If n is even, we have }(n+2) independent solutions of the first
type and $n of the third; if » is odd, we have §(n+1) solutions of
the second type and }(n—1) of the fourth. This gives in either
case (2n+1) ellipsoidal harmonics, which is the same as the number
of independent spherical harmonics of order n. These ellipsoidal
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harmonics are themselves linearly independent. For if we had an
identity > C,V, = 0, we could write it in the form

z OrEr(A)Er(IJ')Er(V) = 0;
and, if p,v are fixed, this is an identity between Lamé functions
> A, E,(}), which has been proved to be impossible.

We note that the same value of B cannot give two Lamé functions
of distinct types and of the same order n. For they would have to
be independent principal branches, belonging to distinct exponents
(x;) and (3—x;) at each of the points § = e¢;; and in the one case the
positive integer » would be even, and in the other odd.

Zeros of Lamé Functions.t The polynomial P(f) cannot have a
double zero; for otherwise the differential equation would show that
it must vanish identically. Accordingly, if P(f,) = 0, we have
P’(8,) #~ 0; and so (19) can be written

P" +2K
) Dy 2 : (23)
If P(f) = (60—6,)Q.(0), we have
P, _ 2Q.6,) _ 2 .
P,(er) - Qr(er) - w_zror_al, (24)

and so (23) becomes

(-« B
Z 6,— 0,)+ Z (6,—e;) =0 (r=12,..,m). (25)

If any of the roots (,) are complex, let 6, be the one with the
numerically greatest imaginary part (say positive). Then every term
of the relation (25) corresponding to r = 1 would have an imaginary
part with the same sign (say negative); and, since this is impossible,
none of the roots can be imaginary.

Again, suppose any of the roots are greater than e;; if 6, now
denotes the greatest root, every term of the relation corresponding
to r = 1 would be positive; and, since this is impossible, no root can
be greater than e, and similarly none can be less than e;.

We shall show that, for each value k = 0,1, 2,...,m, therc is one
polynomial P(f) whose roots are distributed in the following manner

e >0,>0,>...>0,>e >0, >..>0,>e,. (26)

+ E. Heine, Kugelfunktionen (1878), 382; F. Kloin, Math. Ann. 18 (1881), 237-46;
T. J. Stieltjes, Acta Math. 6 (1885), 321-6; G. Pélya and G. Szego, Aufgaben und
Lehrsatze (1925), ii. 57-9, 243-5.
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For as (6,) vary in the intervals (26), the expression
m 3
— —e, |HHra, 0.—0 27
H H;l;[lwr ezl ! 1<tl<_r'[<ml r t! ( )
is bounded and continuous. It therefore has a maximum, at which
the conditions (25) are satisfied. The polynomial

[P” Z ”‘+2"1 ] (28)

then vanishes at every zero of P(f), and so must be of the form
(A0-+ B)P(6), and we get a Lamé function.

Stieltjes interprets (25) as the conditions of equilibrium of a system
of collinear particles. Three of these have masses (;+«;) and fixed
coordinates (e;), and m have unit mass and variable coordinates
(8,). If they repel one another directly as their masses and inversely
as their distances apart, there will clearly be a position of equili-
brium where % of the movable particles lie in one interval and (m—k)
in the other.

37. Introduction of Elliptic Functions

Uniformization. We may now drop the physical interpretation,
and consider as a purely analytical problem the solution of Lamé’s
equation

JﬁwndJyﬂ ] [n(n-+1jz+ Bly = o,

flx) =4 H = dd—g,x—g; (X e; = 0).

Further progress depends on the introduction of elliptic functions,
and we use the Weierstrassian form defined by

o=p), w= o
E \/{4(9”_31)(2’“‘32)(-”_93)}

(1)

(@)

Suppose first that (e;) are real (e; > e, > ¢;). Then (2) is the Schwarz-
Christoffel formula giving the conformal representation of the upper
half-plane of « upon a rectangle in the plane of . We construct a
Riemann surface covering the z-domain, with winding points at
x = e),€,,e3,00. When z describes a circuit about one of these points,
the analytical continuation of w = w(x) is given by the principle of
symmetry. We thus obtain a pattern of rectangles covering the
u-plane without overlapping. The path in the u-plane corresponding
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to any given closed circuit in the z-plane can be determined without
ambiguity; and, conversely, each value of u gives a unique value of
z, so that x = @p(u) is a uniform analytic function. We make the

. W

-w, 6] W, e; ¢y
Fia. 4.

domains correspond as in the figure, w, and w, being the positive real

and positive imaginary semi-periods of the elliptic functions, and
(wy+wy+wz) = 0. We have p(w;) = e;, and from (2) we have

u~ 2zt (x> 00), u—w; = Of(x—e,)t] (z—>e,). (3)

Thus # = 0 is a double pole of p(u), and » = w; is a double zero of

{pp(u)—e;}. We can express the radicals (x—e;)! as uniform functions
of u by the well-known formulae

o = M olutw)

o) —e = = R0, (4)

These relaéions still hold when (e;) are complex.t Each period

parallelogram of sides (2w,, 2ws) contains two complete pictures of

2&)3
L]
w3 W+ Wy e, *
e
e
0 w, 2w,

Fia. 5.

the z-plane. The triangle (0, 2w,, 2w;) contains one complete repre-
sentation of the plane bounded by three curvilinear cuts from
z = ¢; to 2 = 0. If we take any value of 2 and an initial value of
u within this triangle, then when x describes a circuit about e,, e,,
or e;, u is transformed into (2w;—u), (—2w,—u), or (2w;—u), the
reflections of the initial point in the mid-points of the sides of the
triangle.
t For a detailed study see C. Jordan, Cours d’analyse, ii. 413-29.
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Lamé’s equation now takes the form
42
T —[n(n+ D)+ Bly = o. (5)

The singularities x = e;, with exponent-difference }, have become
ordinary points, by virtue of the relations (4). The point z = co
corresponds to singularities at the lattice-points » = 0 (modulis
2wy, 2w4). At w = 0, we have f(u) ~ u~2; the indicial equation is
now (p+n)(p——n—1) = 0, the exponents being doubled. If n is an
integer, the exponent-difference (2n+1) is also an integer. But since
(5) is invariant when we change the sign of «, one solution contains
only odd and the other only even powers of ». Thus the complete
primitive of (5) is free from logarithms everywhere and is a uniform
analytic function of w.

Special Cases. Suppose first that B has a special value giving the
Lamé function

B(w) = E{p(u)
= T —ey TT (pw—0}

e o(utw)|? o(u,+u)o(u,—u)
‘Ij[a@“ ]IJ[ ey ) ©®
where k; = 0 or 4.

This is a uniform function of % having n-tuple poles at thoe lattice-
points % == 0 and » zeros in each period-parallelogram. The eight
types are distinguished by whether they do or do not vanish at
% = w,, or by whether (2w,) are full periods or semi-periods. In all
cases ¢%(u) is an even doubly-periodic function with periods (2w, 2w,).
The second solution is now given by the usual formula

y = $(w) [ [$(u)]? du. (7)

To effect the integration, we must resolve the integrand into its
principal parts at the poles. Let # = a be any zero of ¢(u), so that
% = —a is also a zero. We must have ¢'(a) % 0, or ¢(u) would
vanish identically; and the differential equation (5) gives ¢"(a¢) = 0.
From this it readily follows that the residue of [¢(u)]~2 is zero; and
since [¢#(0)]-2 = 0 we get the expression

[p(w)]2 = 3 [¢'(a)]p(u—a)—p(a)]
= 3> [¢'(@)] Y p(u—a)+p(uta)—2p(a)], (8)

4064 Y
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summed over the n poles in a period-parallelogram. We now obtain
by integration
y = —ip(u) Z[¢'(a)]‘2[Z(u~a)+Z(u+a)+2u@( )]
30’ (u ]

—d(u w)+u Y 9)
300 3 [# @ suupia+ O L
There are m pairs of identical terms arising from poles other than

U = w;.

As in the case of Legendre’s equation, we know in general the
coefficients of the Lamé function, but not its factors. But the second
solution can be found by the method of undetermined coefficients,

without knowing the roots of the first. For the expression (9) is of
the form

v = T {p)—ed Plp@) Liw)+ Mul+
+ T {ptw)—eQp@), (10)

where P is a known polynomial of degree m, and ¢ an unknown one
of degree (n—m—1), and where L, M are constants. If we substitute
the oxpression (10) in Lamé’s equation and remove the factors
TT {¢(u)—e;} =, we have a polynomial of degree (n—m) which must
vanish identically. This gives (n—m-1) conditions determining the
ratios of L, M and the coefficients of Q.

Halphen’s Transformation. Every Lamé function is an elliptic
function of u, admitting (2w,, 2w;) either as full periods or as semi-
periods. If we put u = 2v, it is an elliptic function of » with periods
(2w;, 2w;) and is rationally expressible in terms of g(v) and p’(v).
In fact the irrationals (x—e,)} are removed by means of the identities
of the type

[0(20)—e ]} = [p2(v)—2e, p(v) —ef—e, €3]/ (v). (11)
The Lamé function y = $(u) = $(2v) is either an even or an odd
function of », according as » is even or odd. It has four poles of
order » in each period-parallelogram, at the lattice-points v = 0,
w;, wy, wg. If we multiply it by [¢’(v)]?, three of the poles are can-
celled, and we have in all cases an even function of » with poles of
order 4n at the lattice-points » = 0. The resulting function must
therefore be a polynomial of degree 2n in p(v).
Accordingly Halphen puts in (4)

u=2, y=[p'W]" (12)

I
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and obtains for z the equation

%z, P"(v)dz P"W)\2_
a2 o) do » ("+1)(so’( )) 12np(0) ¢
= 4[n(n+1)p(2v)+ Bl. (13)

But we know that o200 i ( %((:)))2 I
and so (13) becomes
%22 208 ((”)) gz-{-4[n(2n—l)p(v) Bl = o. (15)
Tf now we put ¢ = p(v), we have (with our previous notation)
1O+ —nf O F A afnen—1)~BE = 0. (16)

This is an equation of the Fuchslan class with four singularities; the
exponents arc (0,n+3%) at each of the points ¢ = e, e, €5, and
(—2n,3—n) at £ = 0. Following Crawford’s procedure, we may
expand the solution belonging to the exponent —2nr at ¢ = oo in
the form

2= e (f—e)n, (17)

r=0
and obtain the recurrence formulae
(n—1%)ey+B*ey = 0,
(r+1)(n—3—1)e, 11+ B*+3r(2n—r)e,]e,— (18)
(@)@t i), =0 (r=1,2,.),
where B* = B-+-n(1—2n)e,.

The necessary and sufficient condition that z should be a poly-
nomial is ¢,,,; = 0, which entails ¢, = 0 (r > 2n). If ¢, =1, ¢, isa
polynomial in B of degree r, so that there are (2n-+1) special values
of B corresponding to the Lamé functions of different types. If
0<r<2n+1, and ¢, = 0 for some value of B, then c,_; and
¢,.1 have opposite signs, except when r = n, when ¢,,_, and c,,,, have
the same sign. A Sturm sequence of polynomials is, however, formed
by the set

+00’ +Cls +02)"" +cm —Cpt1s +cn+2’ —Cpigseees (—')"Hc2n+1! (19)
and we can prove that the values of B are real and distinct.

Brioschi’s Solutions. If n is half an odd integer, the exponent-
difference (n+-3) is an integer and the solution is in general logarith-
mic. But for certain special values of B we have algebraic solutions;
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these were discovered by Brioschi, but are most simply exhibited
by the analysis of Halphen and Crawford. Putting » = (m—-}) in
(18), we have the recurrence formulae
me,+ B¥cy, = 0,
(- 1)(m—1)C, 1+ [B¥—+ 8r(2m+ 1—r)e,Je, — (20)
— 3 (e)@m+-2—r)m+1—r)c,., =0 (r=1,2,..),
where B* = B—m(2m-1)e,.
The critical equation of the set is

[B*+3m(m+1)e]c,,— 1 (ex)(m~+2)c,y = 0, (21)
where ¢,,,, does not appear. If the solution is free from logarithms,
the first (m--1) equations must be compatible, so that B satisfies
an equation of order (m+1). When this is the case, ¢, and ¢,, ., may
be arbitrarily assigned, and it turns out (owing to the vanishing of
a certain determinant) that c¢. = 0 (r > 2m-1), so that the solu-
tion is a polynomial. The explanation of this is the fact that, if
¢ (%) is a solution of (4), then ¢(u+ 2w,) is another solution. In terms
of v, these solutions are respectively

n =PI S e lpe)—el, (22)
= [0S Glp(-+as)— e,

= (mp[malemae o] S e e

)—el* (v)—e,

[@(v)—e,]?
n—}% r
= C[w’(v)]—" [ vﬁg)fﬁi - ] 23)
[o'(w)] z (e;—ey)(es—e3) (
If weput ¢, = (e;—e))(ea—e5)Comi1r (r < 2m+-1),
¢, =0 (r > 2m+-1),
n (20), it is found that the formulae for (c¢,) are of the same form
as those for (¢,). Thus the one condition satisfied by B gives two finite
and compatible sets of equations for (cy,¢y,..., Cop4q), and then
c,=0 (r>2m-+1).

38. Oscillation and Comparison Theorems

r=0

A General Orthogonal Property. If ¥, V; are distinet solid ellip-
soidal harmonics, we have by Green’s theorem

d LR\ o
I (K%—Vz%—)ds— 0, (1)



Chap. IX, § 38 LAME’'S EQUATION 165

the integral being over an ellipsoid of the confocal system and the
derivatives along the outward normal. In confocal coordinates
we have therefore

by (Vs R\ oo .
[[ s () ot = o @

and on expressing the ellipsoidal harmonics as products of Lamé
functions, we get (on the ellipsoid v = constant)

VIR By (v) By(v) — Ey(v) B1(v)] X

B ) _dMdp
x [ [0 B @B ENEG it

If we now put (A, u,v) = {@(u), H(v), p(w)}, we have w = constant
on the ellipsoid. The factor depending on w does not vanish identi-
cally unless E,(v) = E,(v), which is excluded. Hence we have the
relation

w,+4wy w,+ 4w

[9(0)— () (Wb (V) bo(wipa(v) dudv = 0, (4)

wy wy
between any two distinet Lamé functions. On a fixed ellipsoid we
have e, > @(u) > e, > P(v) > e;, and g(u), P(v) will be real if we
assign to u a fixed real part w, and to v a fixed imaginary part w;.
The range of integration covers the entire surface twice.

Functions of the Same Order. If the functions are of the same
order n, but belong to unequal parameters B;, B,, we have

$1(u) = [n(n+1)p(u)+ B, ¢ (w), } (5)
$3(w) = [n(n+1)P(u)+ B,]dy(u),

and hence by cross-multiplication

b
(Bi—By) [ $iulhs(w) du = [$y(w)pi(w) ()@, (6)

Since Lamé functions of all types admit the periods (4w,, 4w;), We

get’ a+4w;

[ $rwge(w) du =0 (B, # By). (7)

a
The eight types of Lamé functions are characterized by three
boundary conditions of the form

¢(wi) =0 or 4’,(“)1’) =0 (7’ = 1,2, 3)a (8)
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according as they do or do not vanish at the lattice-points v = w;.
For two functions of the same order and the same type, we have
from (6) the relation

@

[ $rwdow) du =0 (.j =1,2,3). (9)

g
From this we infer that the critical values of B are real (as has
been otherwise proved already). For if the two functions corre-
sponded to conjugate imaginary values of B, their product would
not change sign on the segment parallel to the real axis joining w;
and (w;+w,); and the relation (9) would be impossible.

Oscillation Theorems.t Upper and lower bounds for the critical
values of B, and further information about the zcros of the Lamé
functions can be obtained very simply and directly by the methods
of Sturm and Liouville. The parameters (e;) being real and > e; = 0,
let ¢(u) be any Lamé function and B the corresponding critical value
of the parameter. We can choose a coeflicient ¢ so that ¥ = cd(u)
shall be real in the interval {e; < f(u) < e,}, where the imaginary
part of u reains fixed and equal to a half-period, say I(u—w;) = 0;
we put X = (u—w;) and consider the graph of a point whose
Cartesian coordinates are (X, Y). If d2Y/dX? and Y have the same
sign, the curve is convex towards the axis of X; in any interval
where [n(n-1)fp(u)+B] remains positive, the curve cannot cross
the axis more than once, after which Y, dY/dX, d*Y [dX? all retain
the same sign and the curve moves steadily away from the axis.
Such a curve cannot represent a real periodic function with the period
4w;, and so the minimum values of the expression in the interval
must be negative, i.e. [n(n-+1)es+B] < 0. But similar reasoning
applied to the real curve traced by the point [¢(u—w,), ¢'¢(u)] in the
interval {e, << @(u) < e,} shows that [n(n-1)e,-+ B] > 0. Hence all
the critical values lie in the interval

n(n+1)(eg+e;) < B < n(n+1)(e;+ey). (10)

Now let B; > B; be two of the (2n-1) critical values, and

{¢;(u), $;(u)} the corresponding Lamé functions. By means of (6)

we can prove that the zeros of ¢,(v) separate those of ¢;(u) in the
interval {e, > g(u) > e3}, the situation being reversed in the interval

1 M. Bocher, Les Méthodes de Sturm (1917) ; Die Reithenentwickelungen der Potential-
theorie (1894) ; F. Klein, QGesammelte mathematische Abhandlungen, ii. 512—-600.
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{e, > p(u) > ey}. For let u = a, b be adjacent zeros of ¢,(u) in the
range

0<a—w; <b—w; < wy, e3 < P(a) < pb) <e. (11)
We can make ¢;(u) real and positive on this segment, and let us

suppose (if possible) that ¢;(x) does not change sign in the interval,
say ¢;(u) > 0. Then the relation

b
(B.—B)) [ ulu);(u) du = 4,(b)$.(b)—$;(a)bi(a) (12)

gives a contradiction. For the left-hand side is positive; but at
the end-points ¢j(a) > 0, $;(b) < 0, ¢;(a) > 0, ¢;(b) > 0, so that
the right-hand side is negative. Thus ¢,(w) must have a zero in the
interval, and a similar argument applies to the segment where
{ee < P(w) < &5}

By considering the two segments, we can arrange in order the
(2n+-1) Lamé functions corresponding to the sequence

(By > By, > ... > By, 1)
For example, if n =2, we find two functions of the first type
[©(w)4-6], where 6 is the positive root of (1262—g,) = 0, and three
of the third type [{f(u)—e,){fo(u)—e;}]}, and the scquence is
{0(0)— 0}, V{0 —er} () —ex}], () —en}{ () — ),
Ji{p)—ep@—el, {p+6).  (13)
The zeros of solutions of Lamé’s equation for other than critical
valyes of B have been considered by other methods by Hodgkinson.t

39. The General Equation of Integral Order}

Multiplicative Solutions. We saw in § 37 that, if n is a positive
integer but B is unrestricted, every solution of

Y _[nin-+ D)+ Bly = 0 (1)

is a uniform analytic function of . When % increases by the period

2w,, the equation resumes its initial form; hence if f(u) is a solution,

then f(u-+2w,), f(¥+4w,),... are also solutions. If they are not all

multiples of the same solution, any thrce of them must be linearly
1 J. Hodgkinson, J. of London Math. Soc. 5 (1930), 296-306.

t C. Hermite, Buvres, iii. 118-22, 266-83, 374-9, 475-8; iv. 8-18; F. Brioschi,
Comptes rendus, 86 (1878), 313-15.
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connected; and so we have an identity
- deo,)+ 20f (ut200,)+ B () = 0. 2)
Now we have B = 1; for when u is changed to (z+2w,), the Wron-
skian W[f(u+2w,),f(»)] becomes
W[f(u-+do,), flut2w,)] = BW[f(u+2w,), f(u)]. (3)
But we know that its value is constant, and so the multiplier 8 = 1.
(i) If a® 5 1, the equation (A24-2aA+1) = 0 has unequal roots
(u, n~1); and (2) can be written
[flutdw,)—pf(u+2w,)] = p[f(ut20,)—p7f(w)], } (4)
or [fu+dw,)—pf(u+20,)] = p[f(u20;)—pf(w )]-
Thus [f(u+2w,)—pY(u)] and [f(u+ 2w;)—uf(x)]| are linearly inde-

pendent solutions admitting the multipliers (u, u!) respectively for
the period 2w;. If one is called ¢(u), the other must be a multiple of
d(—u); for if d(u—+2w,) = pud(u), then ¢(—u—2w,) = pn-1¢(—u).

Now consider the solution $(u+2w;); we must be able to express
this in the form

P(u+2wy) = ad(u)+bp(—w), )
and we now have two alternative expressions for
$(u+2w,+2w;) = apd(u)+bp~'$(—u), (6)

= plag(u)+bp(—u)].
Since this is a single-valued function and p? 7 1, we must have
b = 0; hence ¢(u+2w;) = vé(u) say, and so ¢(u) admits the multi-
pliers (u,v), and ¢(—wu) the multipliers (u-1,v-!) for the periods
(2w, 2w5).

(i) If «2=1, we can find at least one solution such that
d(u+2w,) = +¢(u). If we repeat the argument with ¢(u), d(u+2w,),
d(u+4w,;), we obtain either two distinet solutions with unequal multi-
pliers (v,v~1) for the period 2w, and the same multiplier for the
period 2w;, or at least one solution with multipliers (41, 4-1) for
the two periods. This is a doubly-periodic function with periods
(4w,, 4wy), in the least favourable case, and so is a Lamé function,
which we know how to construct.

There cannot be two independent doubly-periodic solutions. For
then every solution would admit (2w;, 2w,) as full periods or semi-
periods. In particular, the solution belonging to the exponent (n-1)
at w = 0 would be everywhere bounded, and therefore constant, by
Liouville’s theorem; and this is absurd.
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In general ¢(u) is a doubly-periodic function of the second kind,
and a method for constructing it was published by Hermite. An
easier method, which we here follow, was given in Hermite’s lectures
and independently published by Brioschi.

Product of Solutions. If (y,,y,) are any solutions of (1), their
product Y = y,y, is found to be a solution of an equation of the
third order

BY ay ) B
ol ——4[n(n+l)p(u)—{—B]a—a——Qn(n-%—l)p (w)Y =0, (7)
or, if # = p(u)’ f( ) = 4'773”_92 "‘93’

T T+ 1@ % 1@

——4[n(n+l):c+B](fl—§——2n(n+l)Y =0. (8)

This has four regular singularities, three with exponents (0, §,1) at
x = e; and one with exponents (n+1, }, —n) at x = co. Now suppose
in particular that Y is the solution ¢(u)¢(—u); this is an even doubly-
periodic function having poles of order 2n at the lattice-points
% = 0, and so it is a polynomial of degree n in x = (@(u), and must

be of the form n
Y =3 c(x—e)" . (9)

r=0

We now rewrite (8) in the form
4(r—e,)3Y" +18(x—e,3 Y - [12—dn(n+1)|(x—e)) Y —2n(n+1) Y +
4 12e,(x—e,)2Y" - 36ey(x—e,) Y " —4A[ B4-n(n+1)e,] Y 4
i (e)[@—e) Y'+3Y"] = 0, (10)
and find the recurrence formulae
(1—2n)c,+[(2n*—n—3)e,— Blcy, = 0,

2(r+1)(r—2n)(2r—2n4-1)c, ., +4(r—n)[(2n2—n—3)e, + (11)
+3r(r—2n)e,— Blc,+ }f (e)(r—n)(r—n—})(r—n—1)c,_, = 0.
These evidently give ¢, ,; = ¢,,, = ... = 0, and we have the required
polynomial; on resolving it into factors we have
D) = p(—w) = M TT (pl0—p(w)}
— (—)n o(u+u,) .
= ( )MH[ el

The solution ¢(u) of (1) cannot have a double zero without vanishing
4064 Z
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identically; and ¢(u) and ¢(—u) cannot have a common zero unless
they are multiples of one another; each would then have the multi-
pliers (+1, 4+-1) and would be a Lamé function, a case which is here
excluded as it has been more simply discussed already.

The Invariant. To complete the solution we require the Wronskian,
which is a numerical constant

W{g(—u), p(u)} = $(—u)$'(u)+p(u)p'(—u) = C. (13)

We observe that

= (—u)g’ (u)—p(u)p'(—u), (14)
and if we choose the nomtlon in (12) so that ¢(+u,) = 0, d(—wu,) # 0,
wefind @) = —0(—u) = $(—u)p (1) = C. (15)

The 2n zeros of ®(u) lying in a period-parallelogram can thus be
divided into two sets, according as they give ®’(u) = 4 C'; and the
zeros of the one set belong to ¢(u) and those of the other to ¢(—
We now have " ” C
AR (16)
$w) ' p(—u)  D(w)
The expre;sion on the rlght is an even eclliptic function with 2n poles
in each parallelogram and zeros of order 2n at the lattice-points
u = 0.
From (15) we see that the residues are (41,—1) at (u,, —u,)
respectively, and so we must have
$'(u)  $'(—u) _ 3 %
L u—u,)—{(u+u,) 4 2{(u, 17
e g =2 2w (1)
We now integrate and fix the constant of integration by putting
u = 0, which gives

. _’ll: _ _u ) "u{(u,) .
o H [Sraee] ()
and on combining this with (12) we have the required solution
= (—)ni2pft o(u—%) |
Bw) = (=)t ﬂ | ke (19)

40. Equations of Picard’s Typef
Commutative Linear Transformations. We now consider more
gencrally an equation
ar-ly
du ,L+p1( gt +p,(u)y = 0, (1)
1 E.Picard,J. fur Math.90(1880),281-302 ; T'raité d’analyse, iii. 437-53 ; G. Floquet,
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whose coefficients are uniform doubly-periodic functions. Suppose
that each singularity in a fundamental parallelogram has been
examined, and that every solution has been found to be uniform.
If {¢,(u)} is any fundamental system of solutions, then

{i(u+2pw; +2gws)}
is another, (p,q) being any integers and (2w,, 2w;) a pair of funda-
mental periods. In terms of the original system we shall have

(8): pilut2w;) = ilam(u) (G =1,2,...,m), |
Jn (2
(T). ¢L(u+2w3) :jzlbiquj(u) (i = 1:27""");

and because {¢,(u)} are single-valued, the alternative forms of
{p;(u+2w,+2w;)} given by ST and TS are identical.

Hence the product of the matrices may be written in either of the
forms n n
Cij :kz_la’ikbkj :kZIbikakj (4,J = 1,2,..,n). (3)

If we choose a different fundamental system ; = > d;;¢;, the

i=1

matrices corresponding to (a;;) and (b;;) will be (d;;)(a;;)(d;;)~! and
(d:;)(b;;)(d;;)1, which are also commutative. If (u,) are the roots of
the characteristic equation A(d) = |a,;—Ad;;| = 0, we may suppose
8 reduced to the Jacobian semi-diagonal form

$r(ut2w,) = py $y(w),

$a(ut-2w,) = @y by (u)+pa Polu), (4)
ba(ut2w,) = gy by () +agp bo(u)+pg Palu),

the notation (a;;) being retained schematically for the new coefficients.
If A = p, is a root of multiplicity m, we can arrange the reduction
so that

pe=p (2= 1,2,.,m), M FE e (E=m4+1,m+2,..,n0). (5)

We shall now show that the m solutions belonging to the charac-
teristic root u, of S are permuted only among themselves by the
other transformation 7'.

Consider first the expression ¢,(u+2w;3) = i by;¢;(u), and let by,
=<1

Annales de I’ Ecole Normale (3) 1 (1884), 181-238; C. Jordan, Cours d’analyse, iii.
287-301.
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be the last coefficient which does not vanish, so that b,, # 0,
by; = 0 (j > s). Then we shall find from (3) that

Crs = pr by = bigpss, (6)
and this would give a contradiction if s > m, p, # p,. Hence
é1(u—+2w;,) is expressible in terms of the first m solutions. Suppose
that this is also true of @y(u+2wsy),..., $(u+2w;); and that in the
expression for ¢, ,,(u-+2w,) the last coefficient which does not vanish
is by py 7 0, bg4p; = 0 (j > 8). Then we shall have

s = Mi1Orns = bgrnspts (B < m), (7)
and again we find a contradiction if s > m, py # pp,,.

We can therefore resolve the fundamental system, first into sets
belonging to each distinct characteristic root of 8, and then further
into sub-sets belonging to each distinct characteristic root of 7.
The solutions of a sub-set belonging to a particular pair of multipliers
(u,v) will then be permuted only among themselves in all trans-
formations of the group.

Construction of a Multiplicative Solution. It is not in general
necessary to construct ab initio a complete system of n distinct
solutions; for if f(x) is any solution, other solutions are given by
flu+2w,), f(u+4w,),..., and we naturally choose as many of these
as are linearly independent as part of our fundamental system. Let
¥; = flu+2(i—1w,} (i == 1,2,...,k) be linearly independent, then if
we have

flut-2kw,) = ay fu)+afut20) + .4 a flut-2k— 1wy}, (8)
we begin by reducing to the canonical form the transformation,
Y,=y;n (@G=12,..,k—1), }
Y, =ayytayy,+...+apy.
We can form at least one combination g(u) of these solutions, such

that g(u+2w,) = p,9(u); by applying the same argument to
g(u+2w,), g(u+4ws),..., we can then always find one combination
&(u), such that ¢(u+2w,) = p; $(%) and also ¢(u+2w,) = v, p(u).

It will not be necessary to construct any entirely new solution
until all solutions of the type f(u—+2pw; - 2qw,) have been accounted
for and shown to involve less than n independent solutions.

(9)

Canonical Sub-sets. It was shown by Jordan that a sub-set
belonging to the multipliers (u,v) can be so chosen that the matrices
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are both of Jacobi’s type

u 0 0 .. v 0 O
2 b
o= g 0 , r=(2 7 0 , (10)
Ay Qo B ... by, by v ..

where o7 = 70.

The theorem is obvious for a sub-set consisting of only one solution.
We assume it true for a set of (k—1), and prove it for one of k solu-
tions. By operating within the sub-set as we did for the system as a
whole, we can find at least one multiplicative solution ¢,(%), such
that ¢,(u+2w,) = pud,(u) and ¢,(u+2w;) = vd(u). We choose ¢,(u)
as the first solution of the canonical sub-set, and retain (k—1) of
the others to make up £ independent ones altogether. We can now
rewrite the transformations in terms of these solutions. If we ignore
the first row and column of the matrix, we can reduce the trans-
formation of the last (k—1) to the canonical form, because the
theorem was assumed true for (k—1). When we add these relations
(with the terms in ¢, () on the right) to those expressing ¢, (% 2w,)
and ¢, (u-}2w,), the k-rowed matrices will be in the required canonical
form.

Analytical Form of the Solution. The two multipliers (u,v) being
never zero, we can reduce both to unity by writing ¢,(u) = x(u)p, (%),
where x(u) is an auxiliary function of the form

x(u) = - 0(_ZLT ebu, (11)
For the relation o(u-+2w;) == —e“twimng(u) gives
x(u+2wl) = x(u)e2(“’7‘+b“") (Z - 19 2) 3)! (12)

and because 2(7,wz—nzw,) = +imr % 0, we can choose (a,b) to
make the multipliers corresponding to (2w,, 2w;) have any assigned
values (u,v). If we write
A(u) = {lut20,)—(w)} and AR(w) = {Hh(ut2m;)— ()},

the two transformations become

Agy(u) = 0, A%y (u) = 0,

Apy(u) = Ay (), A¥ify(u) = By iy (u),

Apg(w) = Agy iy (u)+ Ao ho(u), A¥iy(u) = By y(u)+ Byy hy(u),

where the matrices (4,;) and (B;;) are commutative. (13)
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It is evident that i, () is a uniform doubly-periodic function of u;
we shall prove by induction that (%) is a polynomial of degree
(k—1) in {u, {(u)}, whose coefficients are uniform and doubly-periodic.
For this purpose, we take the periods in the order given by
2(n, wg—n3zw,) = -+m, and introduce the expressions

o(u) = .‘"_3.5(_“_)_;%3‘, Bu) = T‘,*_’,IE(A“)AT’T_?’L’,‘, (14)

i i
which have the properties
Aa(u) =1, AB(u) = 0, (15)
A*a(u) = 0, A*B(u) = 1.

Any polynomial of the type in question can then be written in the

form fu) =3 S;aB; (4 < k), (16)
where oY
= e D).fa—k+1) B, = BB—1)..(B—k+1)
k 3] ’ k k! ’ 17
Aoy, = oy, AB, =0, ()
! A¥ay, = 0, A*By = By-1-

Suppose expressions of the required form have been found for
iy (%),..., Py (u); at the next stage we are given the expressions

Ay () = NV y,B,
Pr(w) “HZ<;_D 1 aaﬁ;

(18)
A% (u) = I« ..
¢k( ) (i+§<;—1) iy % B]
The condition (4;;)(B;;) = (B;)(4;;) is equivalent to
A*Ay(u) = AAXYy(u);
and the relations (18) will be compatible if, and only if,
iy = 1§ ;0 (19)
Accordingly we now write
(u) = I, ;o B;, 20
) (gjgc) 1,15 % By (20)
where My, =10, or I, =I8_,. (21)

All these are given doubly-periodic functions, with the exception of
IT;, g0, Which is indeterminate. But the relations (18) now reduce
to (AIl} oo = 0 = A*II, o), so that this is also a doubly-periodic
function. The theorem thus holds for the kth function if it holds
for the (k— 1)th, and the induction is complete.
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For the actual construction of the solutions, reference should be
made to works on elliptic functions.

EXAMPLES. IX

1. BrioscHr'S IpENTITY. If ¥ = 9,9, is the product of two solutions of
Lamé’s equation, show that the equation of § 39 (7) has a first integral

dY .
(du) 2Y T +4[n(n+l)go(u)+B]Y =
S dy,  dy
Show also that K = (yl 2 Y2 g du) = (2

2. Show that, in Jacobian elliptic functions, Lamé’s cquation may be
written in either of the forms
] d*y  n(n+1) 1d%
B’
gy du*~ sn’u + 8 y du?

= k*n(n+-1)sn*u+ B’.

By changing the periods, reduce to Lamé’s form the equation
1d% nn+l)
ydul sn?u

+k*n(n4-1)sn®u+ B.

3. WHITTAKER'S INTEGRAL EqQuaTiON. Show that the Lamé functions of
order n which are rational in sn u satisfy the integral cquation

4K
y(u) = A f Py(ksnusno)y(v) do.
0

|E. T. Whittaker, I’roc. London Math. Soc. (2) 14 (1915), 260-8.]

4. LamE-WanNceErIN Funcrions. (i) Show that Laplace’s oquation V2V == 0
admits solutions of the type V == w—icos m¢W(u,v), where (w,z,¢) are cylin-
drical and (u, v,¢) curvilinear coordinates, connected by tho relation

(w+1iz) = F(u-t+iv);

['3”IV7 dJW] (mE=}|F'(u+-v)]*
Wleur " o02l ™ [21131"(u~}—iv)]2

(ii) Show that this has normal solutions W = G(u)H(v) if F(w) =: snw,
cnw, or dnw; and that G(u) and H(») then satisfy Lame s equation of order

(m—%).

(iii) In the most general transformation giving normal solutions, show that

and that

(Z—i) == AF'4 BF34CF*+DF+E.

|A. Wangerin, Berliner Monatsber. (1878), 152-66; K. Haentzschel,
Reduktion der Potentialgleichung (1893).]

5. PENTASPRERICAL COORDINATES. If (S}) are the powers of any point with
respect to five mutually orthogonal spheres of radii (R;.), show that

b b b
83 S 1
2k Sk 9 = =0
R R: ’ Z R
= =1k =1
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- () -
Z(% —asi+4R, > (2)(52) = 25428
XUz X, Y2

w3 (5

If V is homogencous of degree p in (Sy), show that

o LY X4
2 20 ¥ had
VY4 Rkasﬁ+(4u+2)zas
k=1 k=1
[G. Darboux, Legons sur les systémes orthogonaux (1910), 287-93;
Principes de géométrie analytique (1917), 379-404, 462-7.]

6. ConrocaL Cycripks. If 2, = S)/R), and if (e;) are unequal, three surfaces
(8 = A, p,v) of the system

k. ) 2
= 0, where Y a7 — 0,
] R

5
2
e —
=k
pass through any point.

IfP = 2 e ai, f(6) == ﬁl(ﬁ—ek), prove that

(ek—)\)(ek“,"v)(ek —v)

H"‘

“ e '
. A—p)v—A)d:
=15 > SR
Apy
_ 16 VIFA)}
YV =B 2, 0= =) e g

VIP-14 = 5P—9[4 2 2ai—2P-1 Y ¢,
= P53 Y ¢,—5\—bu—>5v),
0% ad
FA) 5 + (A

VAP-1Usp] = [3 T ex—BA— 5p— 5v] P=51%p - 16 P54 z P
otk , A—p)(v—2)

7. Show that V2V = 0 is satisfied by V = P-1USE(A)Ey(u)E,(v), if {E;(x)} are
all solutions of the cquation
f@)D?y+3f(x)Dy+ [f52° —F2* 3 ey — Aw— Bly = 0.
[A. Wangerin, J. fur Math. 82 (1876), 145-57; G. Darboux, loc. cit.

or Comptes rendus, 83 (1876), 1037-40, 1099-1102; M. Bécher, Die
Reihenentwickelungen der Potentialtheorie (1894).]
8. THE Frar Rina. Cyclides of revolution of the family
4_a2z2 (az 7'13‘2 22)2 (a2+w2+z2)2

6 6—1 T e—(1/k%) =0



Chap. IX, Exs. LAME’S EQUATION 177

are given by § = sn?u, 8 = sn%v, where
(w+1iz) = (a/k’)[dn(u+<v)—Eken(u+iv)].
If V2V = 0, show that

[()2 + & +k2(snlu— sn-w)(i 8932)](17”/) =0,

ou? " ot
and that there arc solutions V = w—icosm@F(u)G(iv), where F(w), G(w)
satisfy
1 dzy — 2 241 2
e (m2—})k?sn?*w-+ B.

[E. G. C. Poole, Proc. London Math. Soc. (2) 29 (1929), 342-54;
30 (1930), 174-86.]



X
MATHIEU’S EQUATION

41. Nature and Group of Mathieu’s Equation}
Introduction. Just as Bessel’s equation is a limiting form of
Legendre’s, so Mathieu’s equation (which is now to be discussed) is
easily derived from Lamé’s. Let the latter be written in the Jacobian
form d2y
———é—[n(n—{— 1)k%n?*u+ Bly = 0, (1)
and let n(n+1)k2 = 4 be kept fixed as £k — 0 and n —> 0. In the
elliptic functions 2K — 7 and 2¢K’ - co; the singularities, which are
situated at the points u = {2pK (294 1)iK'} recede to infinity, and
we are left with the equation
&y
du?
which is Mathieu’s equation.
In celestfal mechanics there occurs the celebrated equation of Hill

— (A sin?u+ B)y = 0, (2)

d02+[®°+2®1 cos 20+20,co0s 40-4-...Jy = 0, (3)

of which Mathieu’s is a very special case. This equation was the
occasion for the introduction into analysis of infinite determinants
by Hill, and their subsequent justification by Poincaré. In this
problem, the coefficients of the equation are given and we have to
determine the character of the solution. We here confine our atten-
tion to the special case of Mathieu’s equation, where the difficulties
regarding convergence arc trivial and wherce the determinants are
of the special type associated with continued fractions.

The equation arose in a different manner in Mathieu’s problem of
the vibrations of an elliptical membrane, and in analogous problems
regarding the potentials of elliptic cylinders. We transform the two-
dimensional wave equation

oV eV 18
oxt " oyt c? o

1 E. Mathieu, Liouville, J. de Math. (2) 13 (1868), 137-203; G. W. Hill, Acta Math.
8 (1888), 1-36; H. Poincaré, Les méthodes nouvelles de la mécanique céleste (1893),
ii. 228-80; E. T. Whittaker and G. N. Watson, Modern Analysis, ch. xix; P.

Humbert, Mémorial des sciences mathématiques, x (1926); M. J. O. Strutt, Krgebnisse
der Mathematik, i, 3 (1932).

=0, (4)
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to confocal coordinates (x-+1y) = acosh(é+14y), and look for normal
solutions of the form V = e*“F(£)G(n). We then have

F'(€)+ Fatoosh 6 F(¢) _ —(n)+HaeostnG(n)

F(¢) B G(n)
and both sides of the equation must be equal to a numerical constant
p, whose value is unknown. F(if) and G(6) will then both satisfy
Mathieu’s equation

d02+(p k2a?cos?)y = 0. (6)

In most physical questions, ¥V must be a single-valued function of
position, and so p must be chosen so that G(n) shall admit the period
27. These periodic solutions are called Mathieu functions, and the
attention of writers on mathematical physics has largely been con-
centrated upon them for evident practical reasons.

Group of the Equation. The cquation (6) has no singularities
except & = oo, so that every solution is an integral function of §. At
the ordinary point § = 0, two independent solutions are determined
by the conditions (y % 0,3’ = 0) and (y = 0,y" 5% 0). The equation
being invariant when we change the sign of 8, one solution will
involve only even and the other only odd powers of 8, say

fo(g) —_—fo(—e): fl(e) == —fl(—o)- (7
Now the coefficients of (6) admit the period 7 and the solutions are
uniform functions of 8; in accordance with Floquet’s theory, we
express the solutions fy(8+), f1(0+=) in the form
Jol0+m) = of (0)+Bf1(6), }
J1(0+7) = yfo(6)+8f1(6).
Since the Wronskian W{fy(0),f,(8)} must be a constant, we find on
changing § into (04-=) that

(8)

—By = L. ‘ (9)
We now combine (7) and (8), and obtain the transformation
Jolm—0) = of ((6)—Bf,(0), } (10)
fi(m—8) = yfo(6)—2f1(6).

On repeating this transformation, we must have the identical one

e, ) =lo ) o



180 MATHIEU’S EQUATION Chap. X, § 41

(i) If possible, let these relations be satisfied with («—38) 5= 0.
Then B = y = 0and o = —38 = —+1; the relations (10) now reduce to
either folm—0) = fo(0),  fulm—8) = f,(6),
or fo(m—0) = —fo(0), filr—0) = —f1(6)
In the one case, every solution is even, in the otheroddin 6’ = (68— }).
But this is impossible; for § = }= is an ordinary point of (6), and on
taking this as origin we find (by symmetry) that there is always both
an odd and an even solution in 6’. In all cases, therefore, we have

o =20. (13)
The relations («2—pBy) = 1 = (62—PBy) now follow automatically
from (9) and (13).
(ii) The multipliers of the transformation (8) are given by

—20+1 = 0, (14)

(12)

and are unequal provided that «? = 1. We write them (ei™,e-i7h),
where « = coswh. The corresponding multiplicative solutions
{Afy(6)+ Bf,(6)} are given by the condition

B=3la="g ~ =) 15)

since « = 8. We may therefore write them as

F(0) = ¥¥o(6)+BY,(6), }

J(—8) = ¥4o(6)—B,(6).
Their product F(0) = f(6)f(—0) is an even function admitting the
period m, whose construction is the crucial step in Lindemann’s
method of solution, based on the Hermite-Brioschi solution of
Lamé’s equation. We can easily verify that

0) = vf3(6)—pf1(6) (17)
is the only independent expression of the type
F(0) = {Af3(0)+2Bfy(0)f,(0)+ Cf3(6)}
such that F(0) = F(—0) = F(mw16).
In Hill’s method of solution we use the property that, if the
multiplier e belongs to f(f), then $(6) = e-*9f(0) is an integral

function of 6 with the period =. It is therefore a single-valued
analytic function of z = %%, whose only singularities are z = 0,00;

(16)
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and so it is expressible as a Laurent series > c¢,2*. We therefore

have ® ) tme

f0)= 3 c,eisznh, (18)
n=—0

where % is at first unknown. But Hill obtained and solved a trans-

cendental equation for A, from the condition that the series (18)

should converge.

Periodic Solutions. If the coefficients of Mathieu’s equation are real,
those of the linear transformation (8) are also real, and the character
of the solution depends on the magnitude of «2

(i) If o > 1, the multipliers (A,A-1) are real and unequal; the
expression f(60+2ma) = A*"f(f) then tends to infinity or zero for
large integers m. Such solutions are called unstable.

(ii) If «® < 1, the multipliers are conjugate imaginaries of modulus
unity, and then |f(6+42m=)| = |f(8)| for all integers m; such solutions
are called stable. The values of & satisfying cos mh = « are real, but
not integers (since a? << 1).

If & has a rational value b = r/s, where the fraction is in its lowest
terms, the solutions both admit s7 as a semi-period or full period,
according as r is odd or even. For example, if « = 0, = {, we have

Jo0+m) = Bfi(0),  fil0+7) = yfo(6) (By = —1);  (19)

and then we have, on repeating the operation,

Jol0+2m) = —fu(6), J1(0+27) = —f(6), (20)
so that 27 is a semi-period of every solution.

(iii) If o2 = 1, the multiplicrs are given by (A+1)2 = 0. From
(9) and (13) we get By = 0; hence one at least of the solutions admits
m as a semi-period or as a full period. We find four types of periodic
solutions

> a,, cos 2n, > by, sin 2nb, } (21)
2 a2n+l COS(2n+1)0! z b2n+1 81n(2n+l)0
The four types are distinguished by their parity as even or odd
functions of # and of (§— }=).

Ince’s Theorem.} It was proved by Ince that there cannot be two
independent solutions of period = or 27. Suppose there are two

1 K. L. Ince, Proc. Cambridge Phil. Soc. 21 (1922), 117-20.
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solutions, in sines and cosines of even multiples of § say. Then the
recurrence formulae will be (2h2at—dp)a,+ (kaP)a, — O,

e L N (L R
by =0,
(k2a?)b,, o+ (2k%a2—4p - 16n2)b,y, - (k2a2)by, ., = O.
If we eliminate the middle coefficient we get
BDgpoy = Bgp = Bygpia = s } (23)
where Agy = Agnbopia—b3y gy ia.
But since both series are to represent integral functions of 8, we
must have, as n — o0,
@y, > 0, by, > 0. (24)
Hence A,,, = 0 for-all values of n; and in particular A; = ayb, = 0.
This relation and the relations (23) can only be satisfied if one of the
assumed solutions vanishes identically. A similar proof applies to

series of odd multiples of 4.
Since B, y cannot vanish together, the invariant factors of the

characteristic matrix are [(A4-1)2 1]. The fundamental solutions can
then be reduced to the canonical forms

Y1 = f(6), y. = 6f(6)+9(8), (25)

where f(6), 9(6) are integral functions of opposite parity, with the
same minimum period = or 2.

42. The Methods of Lindstedt and Hill
Continued Fractions. In considering Lamé’s equation, it was
mathematically convenient to solve first the cases of greatest
physical interest, where there is a periodic Lamé function expressible
in finite terms. But when we pass to Mathieu’s equation (a confluent
Lamé equation of infinite order) there is no simple expression for the
interesting solutions of period = or 2m; in the special cases, the
periodic solution is about as intractable as the solution in the general
case, and the associated non-periodic second solution much more
so. We shall therefore begin with the problem as it arises in celestial
mechanics, the coefficients of the equation
dy
dg?

being known, but the solution not necessarily periodiec.

+(0y+20, cos 20)y = 0 (1)
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We write a multiplicative solution in the form

0
y= eihd z Con ezina’ (2)
L=<}

and obtain the recurrence formulae
0, CpotH[Og— (B +20)2Con+O1Cop4e =0 (v = 0,41,42,..). (3)
Following Lindstedt, we use a method applied by Laplace in the

theory of the tides on a rotating globe, and greatly developed by
Kelvin, Darwin, and Hough. Let us put for brevity

2
= S, 1, (20 "
n

then the recurrence formulae may be written

1
Uon+a = LG—,ﬁ“zn' (5)
Let us choose any large value of #; then if u,, is not small, u,,,,
will be large and the subsequent ratios will tend to infinity.

But we require a solution (2) which shall converge for all finite
values of 6; and this is only possible if, for all large values of n, we
have approximately

gy ~ >0 (1> 00). (6)
L2n

But we can now rewrite (5) in the form

1
Uu. = R (7)
2n ’
L2n—u2n+2
and obtain an expression as an infinite continued fraction

1 1 1
Ugy = ;= - — eeee (8)
" L21L_L2n+2—L2n+4~
We now apply the same argument to the terms of (2) with negative

indices; we now find 1

U_gpt+2 = L-.‘Zn"“u ; (9)
-2n

and since %_,, must now become large for convergence, we get the

expansion 1 1
U gpio = Li_gp— " —oe L. (10)
e " L‘2n—2—L—2n-4‘

+ Cf. H. Lamb, Hydrodynamics (5th ed.), 309-35.
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Finally, we substitute the expressions (8), (10) for u,, u_, respec-
tively in the relation 1

)
U_o

2

Ly = uy+ (11)

and so obtain the transcendental equation for &

1 1 1 1 1 1

Ly= |+ — — .. e = 12
S P R A L Pl ol B

Hill’s Determinant. The relations (3) can in general be written
Uy Can—gFCan B Canse = 0, }

&y = Bn, = —L2_nl’ L2n # 0,
and we obtain an expression for the mth convergent of the continued
fraction w,, = ¢,,/C,,_s, Dy using m successive equations (13) and

putting in the last of them c,,.,, = 0; on solving the modified
system of linear homogeneous equations in (c,) we get

—a, K(n+1,n+m—1)

(13)

m) , 14
Yan K(n,n+m—1) (14)
where |

1 B, O 0 0

p+1 1 Bn+1 0 0
K(n,n') = e e e e e (15)

0 0 0 1 Bups
0 0 0 Q,, 1

n

If n remains fixed and »’ — 00, we have an infinite determinant of
von Koch’s type.f We have

K(n,n') = K(n,n'—1)—a, B, K(n,n'—2), (16)

and this shows that every term in K(n,n’) occurs also in the product
n' -1
T (1—a,41B,), so that the determinant converges absolutely if

r=n

> |11 B, converges. This condition is satisfied, provided that there
is no finite value of » for which L,, = 0; for, as » - co, we have
o, = B, = O(n~%). We may therefore write (8) and the analogous
formula (10) in the form

Con . tEnK(n—*_lyw) Wc_zn - —B—n K(——oo, —n—l)
Con—2 K(n’ (XD) ’ C_on+2 K(—oo, —n)

» (17)

1 H. von Koch, Comptes rendus, 120 (1895), 144-7.
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and we have in general
Con = (—)"Cooq ..., K(n+1,00)/K(1,00),
Cgn = (—)"CoB-1B-5..—p K(—00, —n—1)/K(—0c0, —1).
The condition (11) may be written
—apB_; K(—o0, —2)K(1,00)+K(—o0, —1)K(1,0)—
—Bya_1 K(—o0, —1)K(2,00) = 0, (19)
which is the expansion in terms of the elements of the middle row
of the doubly infinite determinant
A(h) = K(—o0,00) = 0. (20)
This is a special case of Hill’s determinant
O?) = la;l @j=0,41,42,..)

Upn =1, Gy = Uty = Oh/[Op— (h+-2n)7].
Should one or both of the numbers (A+0}) be an even integer, the
corresponding L,, = 0, and the relation (3) becomes

(Can-2FCan+e) = 0.
In one row of the infinite determinant (or in two at the most) the
triad of non-zero elements (w,,1,8,) must be replaced by (1,0,1).

But we can still expand the modified determinant as a finite com-
bination of convergent infinite determinants of von Koch’s type.

Evaluation of A(k). Let (my), (n;) be any two sequences of positive
integers tending monotonically to infinity, and consider the sequence
of rational analytic functions of the complex variable % defined as
the determinants

| as)

I ey

fk(h) = K(_mk: ng) (k=1,2,..). (22)
The poles of these functions are the points
h= 4+0}{+2n (n=0,1,2,..); (23)

if these are all excluded by small circles of given radius p, we can
show that the sequence {f, (%)} converges uniformly in the rest of the
plane, and so its limit A() is an analytic function of A, whose only
singularities are poles at the points (23). Corresponding to {f,(h)}
we construct as non-analytic functions of & the products of positive
terms

Bw = T 0+t (24)

4064 Bb
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Now we have always
fi®)| < Bi(R), }
fe(B)—fu()| < Be(h)—By(h) (k <k');

for in each case the modulus of every term on the left occurs among
the terms on the right, which are all positive. Accordingly the uni-

(26)

form convergence of f {lep|+ 8.} in any domain, which implies

that of the sequence {F(h)}, also ensures that of the sequence of
analytic functions {f,(h)}, whose limit A(k) will (by Weierstrass’s
theorem) be a uniform analytic function of 2. Now in this instance

we have
_ 210,
,arl+lﬁr| I k+27')2—®0|,
0] 10y
S e rop  iater—op =0

Now among the terms |h--2r4+0}| (r = 0, +1,...), there is at most
one numerically smaller than unity, which is itself not smaller than
p outside th)e system of circles. Accordingly we have

3 teirigy <zl X o 2 )

2 7
< 1911{13—2-#5}, (27)
uniformly in the said region; and so
AR) = lim fy(h) (28)

is a single-valued analytic function, whose only singularities are
at the points (23). By renumbering or rearranging the rows and
columns of the determinant, we now find

A(—h) = A(h), A(h+-2) = A(R). (29)
Thus A(k) is an even periodic function, with the period 2; its values
everywhere are deducible from those in the strip 0 << R(h) < 1.
But in this strip the expression Z = cos 7k assumes once every value
in the plane of Z, cut from —oo to —1 and from 1 to c0. Hence
A(k) is a uniform analytic function of coswh, which is also an even
analytic function of » with the period 2. The points (23) are those
where coswh = cos7m@}; and as & approaches one of these points,
one or at most two factors of the product (24) tend to infinity, but
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in such a manner that [cos mh — cos 7@} P, (k) remains bounded. A
fortiori, the expression [cos mh — cos 7@}]A(k) remains bounded also;
and so A(k), regarded as a function of coswh, has a pole of the first
order only. If K is the residue there, the function

K
[cos wh — cos mO}]’
remains bounded for all finite values of #. But if A — i00, A(k) > 1
and the second term in (30) tends to zcro; and since ¢(h-+2) = $(k),
we see that ¢(h) is everywhere bounded, and therefore is a constant,
by Liouville’s theorem.
Hence we have finally

Ah) = 14

(k) = A(R)— (30)

K
[cos mh — cos nOF]
The coefficient K is determined by substituting any convenient value
of h, such as b = 0, which gives

(31)

K = [A(0)—1][1—cos #O}]. (32)
The equation A(k) = 0 is thus equivalent to
sin?}wh = A(0)sin2in0}. (33)

This equation may be read in two ways. Inthe astronomical problem,
where the coefficients of the differential equation are given, it serves
to determine the multipliers e+ of the solutions. On the other hand,
if ©, is not given, it may be rcad as a transcendental equation to
determine ©,, when the solution has assigned multipliers, for example,
when it admits the period 4.

43. Mathieu Functionsf

Mathieu’s Method. We must now examine more particularly the
solutions of period 7 or 2m, and we begin by remarking that, when
0, = 0, the critical numbers become 0, = n? and give the solutions
cosnf, sinnf. By the methods of Sturm and Liouville we know also
that, for any given real O, the critical numbers giving the even and
odd Mathieu functions with » zeros in an interval of length = must
satisfy the inequality

[©p—n?| < 2|0, (1)

1 See (in addition to previous references) E. Hoine, Kugelfunktionen (1878), i.

401-15; E. L. Ince, Proc. Roy. Soc. Edinburgh, 46 (1925-6), 20-9, 316-22; 47 (1927),

294-301 ; S. Goldstein, Trans. Cambridge Phil. Soc. 23 (1927), 303-36; Proc. Cambridge
Phil. Soc. 24 (1928), 223-30.
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Accordingly Mathieu assumes that the solution and its corresponding
critical number can be expanded as power-series in ©;, and gives
rules for evaluating those series term by term. We write in Mathieu’s
equation (§ 42 (1)) a solution of the type

ce,(8) = cosnf+0, U,(0)+03 Uy(8)+..., } )
Qp = n2+A4,0,+4,0%+...,

or, se,(0) = sinnf4-0,V(6)+02V,(8)+.... } 3)
0, = n?4B,0,+ B,03+...,

where » is zero or a positive integer. We now equate to zero the
coefficients of each power of ®,, which gives for the even Mathieu

functions the set of conditions
Uil+n2U+(4,+2cos 20)cosnd = 0,
Us+n2U,+(A,42cos 20)U;+ A, cosn = 0, (4)
U +n2U;+4(A,+2cos 20)U,+ 4, Uy + Ay cosn = 0,

At each stage we first determine 4, by the condition that Uy(6) shall
be periodic; and then we determine U, () uniquely by the condition
that cosnf, sinnf must appear only in the leading term. Now a
particular integral of the first equation (4) is

__cos(n+-2)0 _ cos(n—2)0 A,6fsin n

UO =t " am=1) — e 7D
or, = }cos30—3(1+4,)0sin0 m=1, [ ©
or, = }cos20—}A,6% (n=0),
which is not periodic unless
A =0 (n%1), or d,=—1 (n=1). (6)

The complementary function Ccosn(f—6,) nced not be added, in
accordance with our rule, because all such multiples of § are to appear
only in the first term. We have therefore definitely

__ cos(n+2)0  cos(n—2)8 (n5£1) }

h(0) = dm+1)  4(n—1)
= }cos 30 (n = 1).

At the next stage we have in general (if n > 2)

cos(n+4)0 cos(n—4)0 1
4(n+1) - dn—1) +[Az~m]cosn0=0, (8)

(7)

Us+n*U,+
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and the condition for a periodic solution gives
5

1
and we then have a unique expression
U(6) = cos(n+4)0 cos(n—4)0 n>2). (10)

4.8(n+1)(n+2) " 4.8(n—1)(n—2)

The second term is dropped if n = 2; the modified forms correspond-
ing to n = 0,1 are left to the reader. It is evident that the formal
process can be continued indefinitely, with proper precautions from
the nth stage when terms in cos(—n#) first appear. The same method
is applicable to the odd Mathieu functions. It was pointed out by
Mathieu that the series giving ©, for ce,(6) and se,(6) begin alike,
but differ after n terms. The coefficients of the trigonometrical
polynomials {U,(0)} and {V,(6)} begin to differ as soon as ncgative
multiples of § make their appearance. Various improvements in the
method have been made by Whittaker, and it has been shown by
Watson that the series converge if O, is sufficiently small.

As O, increases, however, the method breaks down from one of two
causes. The true connexion between ®, and @, is found by putting
h = 0 or h == 1 in Hill’s determinantal equation § 42 (33). This is
a transcendental equation for @, whose roots can be expanded as
convergent power-series in ©,, if and only if O, is sufficiently small.
Again, in constructing the nth even Mathieu function, we divided
by the coefficient of cos nf. But, for certain values of ®,, the coefficient
in question vanishes; and, if we try to equate it to unity, the other
coeflicients become infinite. These limitations of Mathieu’s method
have been more or less clearly realized by mathematicians since
Heine, who applied the method of continued fractions; this method
was employed by Lindstedt in the associated astronomical problem,
as we have already seen, and was also employed in connexion with
the solutions of period 2s7 (s > 1) by the writer. The most recent
and complete results relating to the Mathieu functions of period
m or 27 have been based on the use of infinite determinants or
infinite continued fractions. The former were used by Ince to calcu-
late the critical values of ®,, and the latter by Goldstein for expand-
ing the Mathieu functions and also the associated second solutions.

Continued Fractions. To construct the functions of period =, we
put A= 0 in the analysis of § 42. It is easily verified that, by
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symmetry, we have
Ly, = L_sp,
@, =B = ay =Py,
Cansz _ Coon-2
Can C2n

and this gives either
¢ # 0, Con = C_2ns }

or co =0, Cop = —C_gy-

For the even solution we get

—Lycy+2¢, = 0, }
1);

Con—2—Lign ContConsp =10 (n =
and so § 42 (12) is replaced by the condition
1 1 1
Ly—L,—Lg—"
or § 42 (20) by the simply-infinite determinant
I 11 2“0’ 0’ 0, '
1, By 0, .|
al, ’ 1 ’ i 0

%‘Lo =

0, aza 11 B2’

For the odd solution, we have in the same way

—L,cy+tc, = 0,
Con-2—Lipn ConFConi2 =0 (n=>2); }
which give L, = _l 7}.
'L, o, 0, O, |
or ag, 1, PBg O, i _o0

O) (13, ly ﬁg, eon ‘

Chap. X, § 43

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(16)

(17)

(18)

For the solutions of period 27 we put % = 1 and adopt the more

convenient notation

el
y= z c2n+1. e(2n+1)i0,
N=—0

Lyyyy=L gy, = [(2n+1)2‘“®o]/®1-

(19)



Chap. X, § 43 MATHIEU’S EQUATION 101
We then have, by symmetry

Con+1 — c-zn—l’ (20)

. . Con-1  C-2n+1
and so in particular

—_——= == c = +C_oy—1- 21
6—1 01’ 2n+1 :i: 2n-1 ( )

For the even solution we get now

(1—Ly)ey+c3 = 0, } (22)
Con-1—Lion41Cans1tCansz =0 (v = 1),
giving the condition 11
l=L,—— — ... 23
Ll L3_'-L5_ ( )

For the odd solution we get
—(1+Ly)ey+¢3 = 0, } (24)
Con-1—Lon+1Cons1tConis =0 (v = 1),

giving the condition
1 1
0=14+L;—— — ...
LT
The critical values are calculated by the method of successive
approximations, following Hough’s procedure in the theory of the
tides. By the methods of Sturm and Liouville, we know that one of
the roots of (14), for example, is given to a first approximation by
Ly, = 0. To evaluate this root more exactly, we write (14) in the
equivalent form

(25)

L =[fiA 1 1_2_]+[1 LI ]
- L2n—2"'L2n—4— Ly,— L, L2n+2_L2n+4_L2n+6"
(26)
The value of ©, given by L,, = 0is now introduced in the two expres-

sions on the right, and a second approximation is then obtained, and
80 on.

The Second Solution. When one solution is a known Mathieu
function, the other can be expressed by a quadrature; but a more
convenient construction based on the method of infinite continued
fractions has been given by Goldstein. As a typical case, suppose
we know the Mathieu function

Ceo+1 0) z Aon 11 cos(2n-{~ 1 )0 (27)
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and the appropriate value of ®,. According to § 41 (25), the second
solution will be of the form
inyq.45(0) = fceqyy(6)+ anén+1 sin(2n+1)6, (28)
n-=

and the recurrence formulae are
(1—Ly)ay+a; = 0,
Gon-1— Ligp 41 @gp 41+ Agp 43 = 0, (29)
—(1+Ly)ay+a; = 2a,/0,,
Byn-1—Lipn +1B3n 11 0gn 13 = 2(20+1)05, 41/0;.
We now introduce an auxiliary sequence (4,,,,;), defined by the
relations — (A 4+L)A 44, = 0, }
Agn-3—Lopsy Aspi1tAsnis = 0.
This must diverge to infinity; for otherwise we should have both

an odd and an even Mathieu function for the same value of ©,. As
in § 41 (23), we find that

(30)

Ayni1 Aonis—Bonia Az = Qo Aopin—0op11 Aan

! = . . . . ... (31)
= 2a, 4, # 0.
Following Goldstein, we write in (29)
a;n+1 = z a(zglrj:]l.) (n = 0’ l’ 2"")’ (32)
r=0

where the (r+1)th set of terms is defined by the relations
— (14 Ly)afr+D+afrt = 0,
Gyt P— Ly, agy P +agty =0 (n #7) (33)
= 2(2r+-1)a5,14/0, (n =7).
To satisfy these conditions by a sequence of values tending rapidly to
zero, we put
agm il = Ay donnyy (R <)
= A1 A1 Ooniy (0 27),
where A,, ., is determined by the condition
[Agry @y i1— Ligp sy A1 Qor i1+ Ay 11 @y 43101 Ao sq = (47+2)a, 4.
(35)

(34)

By using (30) and then (31), this is reduced to
A10,01 25015 = —(2r+1)ag.44; (36)
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hence we have
agil = —(2r+1A 4y, 0k (n <), }
= —(2r+1)Ady 11 W1 Aoy (0 2 7),

where A = (4,a,0,)~t. The expression (32) now becomes

Agpi1 = ——Aa’2n+l{ g (2r+1) 2r+1a’2r+1] 2n+1[ Z.: 27+1)‘1§r+1]-

(37)

(38)
Now for large values of » we have
@on—1 A2n+3 L N
L e~ T~ n+ 0, 39
Ao 11 A2n+1 e ( )
lim (2n+3)Ap, 13,43 — lim (2n+3) Ly, 1, — 1. (40)

”"®(2n+1)A2n+1 op 41 "_’m(2n+l)L2n+3
For any fixed positive a, we can choose M so that
[(2n+1) Ay 41 Qo] < ML)+ (41)
and so the first series in (38) has the upper bound
n—1 n-1
Zﬂ [(2r41) Ay | < M ZO(I +a)rt

< M(1+apt 3 (14a)
80

P M(l+a)2n+1

= T(Fa)E—1
On the other hand, the second series in (38) converges with extreme
rapidity and (except for those values of », limited in number, for
which a,, ,; = 0) its sum is nearly equal to the first term, for n > n,
say. Hence

|40 3 (2r-+ Dk

= M'(1+a)2+1,  (42)

= O[(2n+1)|4,,1, 03, 1]

= O[(1+a)?+ay, 41]]. (43)
From (38), (42), and (43) we now have
a’én+1 = O[Ia2n+1l(l+°‘)2"+l] (n > no)i (44)

and since (a,,_,) are the coefficients of an integral function, the series
> a3,418in(2n+1)0 is also convergent for all finite values of 6.

44. The Methods of Lindemann and Stieltjes
Product of Solutions. We conclude our account of Mathieu’s

equation with the solution of Lindemann and Stieltjes, modelled on
4064 ce
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the Hermite-Brioschi treatment of Lamé’s equation. It is con-
venient to revert to the notation of § 41 (6), namely

d92 —Hp k2a200820)y = 0. (1)
The product of any two SOIUtiOnS, Y = y, ¥, satisfies the equation
3
%T)a,'}’ (p— Lzagcoszﬁ) +4L2a20050s1n0Y = 0; @)

and on multiplying this by —2Y and integrating, we have the
Brioschi identity
dY\? a2y
(W) =¥
If we put Y = y,y, and use (1), the left-hand side reduces to the
square of the Wronskian; when Y is known, we can calculate C?
from (3) and we then obtain the numerical value of the Wronskian

= +£0, (4)

—4(p—k%?c0s20) Y2 = C2. (3)

dys_, I
Yag Y ap

which will enable us to complete the solution by a quadrature.
Now whether the equation (1) has or has not a solution of period
7 or 2m, it is casily verified that (2) has always one and only one solu-
tion which is an even function of 8 with the period 7. This solution
is either the square of a Mathieu function, or else the product
F(6) = f(6)f(—0) of the two principal multiplicative solutions of (1).
We could expand F() either in the form Y A4,, cos 2r6, or as an even
power-series in cosd or sinf. The latter forms are more convenient
in connexion with the relation (3). For to calculate C' we insert
some particular value § = 0 or {=; and in the one case Y and its
derivatives are expressed as infinite series, and in the other in a

finite form. We therefore put z = cos?0 and obtain

2(1—2)Y"+3(1—22)Y"+(p—1—k%%) Y’ —3k%a2Y = 0, (2%)
2(1—2)(Y'2—2YY")—(1—22)YY'—(p—k%a%) Y2 = }C2, (3%)
2A(1—2)Xy,y2—y2%1) = £3C, (4%)

where primes denote differentiation with respect to z. Now the
equation (2*) has an irregular singularity at z = oo, and two regular
singularities free from logarithms, with exponents (0,3,1), at
2 = 0,1. We can express each of the principal branches at z = 0
in terms of the three principal branches at z = 1; and we must
construct a combination of the two branches holomorphic at z = 0,
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which shall not involve the branch belonging to the exponent
4 at z = 1. This solution will be holomorphic for all finite values of
z, and so it will be the required integral function. Now every solution
Y = Y C, 2™ which is holomorphic at z = 0, satisfies the recurrence
formulae
nA-H(n+1)C, iy = n(n2—p)Cpt-Ban—HC,, (n=1,2,.), (5)
which may be written

u — (nz—P) k2a2(n—%) ( — 0n+1). (6)

" EDeED) T e et D, T C

In general, if %, is not small for some fairly large value of n», the
sequence (u,) tends to the limit unity. If the ratio u, is arbitrarily
chosen, the solution converges when |2| < 1, but has a singularity

at z = 1. But, for a certain properly chosen value of «,, the sequence
tends to zero and we have approximately

—k%*(n—1%)
n(n?—p)

n

U, ~

n

We write (5) in the form
&pn Cn~1+ On+18n 0n+1 =0,

- 0. (7)

_Een—l) o (nkdnt]) (8)
tom(mr—p)’ " (n*—p) °
which gives in general
[0
W, = — S
1+ﬁn Up+1
— f—i anl-!—l/gn an4i2fn+1.” . (9)

This infinite continued fraction is equivalent to the quotient of two
infinite determinants

a, K(n-+1,00)
—_ . n R 1
un F((n, (XD) ( O)
where Kmno)=|1 B, 0 0
Xy +1 1 ﬁn+l 0 ... (11)

This converges by von Koch’s rule, because 3 «, 8, is absolutely
convergent. The coefficients of the solution may now be written

Cp = (—)"Co oty gty K(n41,00)/ K (1,00), (12)

and the series > C, 2" converges for all finite values of z.
4064 ce?2
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If p is the square of an integer (p = m?), we have exceptionally,
for that one value of the suffix,

w, = Fem—=d)

" mimAd)mA D

The expressions (12) as they stand are indeterminate of the type

oo/o0; but the correct values are found by omitting «,,, whenever it

occurs as a factor of the numerator, and at the same time replacing

—mm+Pm+1) | i
the elements (a,,, 1,8,) by (1, ,-»-]—cgm—) in the deter

(13)

minants K(n, o), where n < m.

The Invariant. The series ¥ = Y C, 2" being now known, we
substitute it in the identity (3*) and put z = 0. This gives the value

of the constant 02 = —4[C, Cy+pC3). (14)
If there is a Mathieu function of period 7 or 27, the constant C
vanishes and f(f) = 4-f(—6); the solution is then more conveniently
constructed by other methods. We accordingly suppose C2? # 0; it
is immaterial which sign is given to C, as this merely changes the
notation by jinterchanging f(f) and f(—6). We now have

F(6) = £(6)f(—6) :éo"" cosnf,

(15)
fo_ f(=6_ C
6 Tr=e) =~ ey €70
9
6 Cdo
Hence f(:()) = eXP[J~ F(Bj]’ (16)

both sides reducing to unity as 6 — 0, since f(0) 5= 0 when there is
no solution of period = or 2. If we put § = = in (16) and use the
multipliers, we have Stieltjes’s formula

Qimh — %g (17)
Finally, we obtain the solutionso
16) = {F(e»*exp[é | %f)’]
o (18)
f—6) = {F(e)}*exp[—g g;g;]
:
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EXAMPLES. X

1. The four types of Mathicu functions are the solutions of the equation

d~7/ 20200520y —
26 +(p—k®a’cos?f)y = 0
determined by the boundary conditions y = 0 or Zé = 0, at the two points

60 =0and @ = }=.

2. Mathieu functions belonging to different critical values p,, p, satisfy the
orthogonal relation

[ 1:0)746) a8 = 0.
0

If p;, > p, and k2%a? is real, the zeros of f,(6) scparate those of f,(6) along the
axis of real values of 6.

3. If wis a solution of the auxiliary equation
d*w 2
'troz +7L w == 0
show that

b
J =+ Kateostw(B)y(8) df = [w(B)y(0) —y(Oyw (O

If n} = p, n3 = p—k2a?® (k%?® > 0), tho real zeros of y(f) scparate those of
cosny(0—6,) and arc themselves separated by those of cosn,(0—6,).

[The zeros in tho complex plane are cxamined by E. Hille, Proc.
London Math. Soc. (2) 23 (1924), 185-237.]

4. INTEGRAL EqQuATIONS. (i) If x == cosf, show that Mathieu’s equation

may be written in the form
(1—2?) D% —a Dy+(p—k?a®x?)y = 0.
(ii) Show that this can be solved by Laplace’s transformation
y = j etkazidh(z) dt,
¢

provided that (L—22)d" () — 1’ (t) + (p —k2a?®)P(t) =
and [e*kant{ikax(1—12)(2) + () — (1 —e2)g'(8)}], = O.

(iii) By making ¢(cos8) a Mathieu function, obtain Whittaker’s equations

of the form

ceyn(0) = A | cos(kacos B cosb’)ce,,(6°) 48,

g 3

cegpnpa(f) = A f sin(ka cos 0 cos8’)ce,, , 4(6") db'.
0

(iv) By taking sin @ as variable, obtain similarly Whittaker’s equations

cegy(0) = A J cosh(ka sin 8sin 6’)ce,,(8’) d¢’,
0
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80gn(0) = A f sinh(kasin fsin 8)sey,,,,(8") 40"
0

[E. T. Whittaker and G. N. Watson, Modern Analysis, 400-2.]

5. By expanding as a series of Mathieu functions 3 A4, F,(£)Gy(7) the solu-
tions of the equation of wave-motion
eikx, eiky’ yeikac, xeiky’

obtain Whittaker’s equations and the following:

segn(f) = A f sin @sin 0’ cos(ka cos f cos @' )se,y,,,(0") A,
0
sep(f) = A f sin @sin 0’ sin(ka cos f cos &' )se,, (6") db’,
0
Ceynya(f) = A f cos f cos 0’ cosh(ka sin G sin 6')ce,,, ,,(0") dF,
0

86,,(0) = A f cos 8 cos 8’ sinh(ka sin 8 sin 6")se,,(6’) d6’.
0

6. If cep,3(0), se, 3(0) are tho even and odd solutions of period 4, whose
limiting forms are cos(m--$)0, sin(m-+ %), show that
|

cOmg(6) = X [ K(0,8)cony(0') O
0

2
sem3(0) = A f K(0+m,0 +m)sen,3(8") db".
0 2cos $6cos §6°
where K(0,0’) = etkacosfcost’ f e—tkat? gy,
0
[Transform to parabolic cylindrical coordinates
(z+a+iy) = $a(+in)?
rV &V, . .
5;2--{- 51—/—;——1: V = 0, and expand in a series of products of
Mathieu functions of period 47 the particular solution

the equation

in
V = eika(¢®—2" f e~tkatt g,
0

E. G. C. Poole, Proc. London Math. Soc. (2) 20 (1922), 374-88.]
7. By means of Whittaker’s integral equation, show that

el 0
cOu(l) = 3 aycos2rd =Am Y (—)ayJy(kacosf).
r=—00 r=—0
[Heine; Whittaker; Goldstein, loc. cit.]
8. The solutions cy(0), s;(f) of Mathieu’s equation with the parameter p; are
determined by the conditions

a0) =1, ¢(0)=0, &0)=0 4{(0)=1



Chap. X, Exs. MATHIEU’S EQUATION 199
Show that .
8(0) = 81(8)+(p1—p2) [ [5:(0)cx(0')—cx(B)sy(0)]ao(6) 48,
1}

6
cxff) = ex(6)+(p1—a) [ [5:(6)ex(8)—cx()s1(6)]ea(0) 6.
0

[Z. Markovié, Proc. London Math. Soc. (2) 31 (1930), 417-38.]
9. RECURRENCE FORMULAE. (i) If (x-+iy) = acosh(f+in), show that
v _ 1
ox Jaghégosiﬁs
(ii) If V = ce,(if)cey(n), show by expanding 0V/ox as a series of Mathicu
functions that

k4 ”
isinh £cop(ig) | OB onMeCna(n) gy [ Snncon(m)con(n)
isinh £ cep (i) f coshi¢ —costy dn —cosh ¢ ce,(i§) cosh —costy dn
it -7

. ov . aV]
sinh £ cos n — —cosh ésinn —1.

= Ap_yce, (i) [ cehy(n)dy.
-

[E. T. Whittaker, J. of London Math. Soc. 4 (1929), 88-96.]
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