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A Partial List of the Birds of Franklin

County, Iowa: A View From the 1890s.
JIM DUCEY
910 N, 49th St.

OMAHA, NEB. 68132

During a recent review of historic document pertaining to Nebraska birds, I

located a collection of material that was the personal papers of a Frank H.

Shoemaker. This material was being stored in the archives of the Love Library at

the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. In addition to notes on Nebraska birds,

there was a limited amount of printed material and field notes dealing with Iowa’s

avifauna. One particularly interesting find was a private published list of the

birds of Franklin County, Iowa as well as oological records from the same area.

The information was gathered during the 1890s.

Frank Henry Shoemaker was born on 2 April, 1875, at DeWitt in Clinton County,
Iowa, His parents had moved to DeWitt in 1853 from Illinois. When the Shoemakers
arrived in Iowa, their homestead was purchased from government land that was
available for $1.25 per acre. In 1864, after the war, S.H. Shoemaker, Frank's

father, started the DeWitt Observer.

The family continued to be in the publishing business until moving to south-

west Louisiana in 1888. However, within two years they moved back to Iowa and
settled at Hampton, Franklin County, Iowa in the fall of 1890.

It was probably around this time of moving that birds became an avid pursuit

of a fifteen year old boy who was raised on the Iowa prairie. The field notes that

were available show that Frank began collecting eggs and maintaining oological

set record in 1890.

When not attending school, working at the office in Franklin, or around the

home farm, Frank was afield observing birds, collecting and preparing bird

specimens and eggs, and keeping records of what he saw along the creeks and on
the prairie.

Not only were sight observations made without the aid of binoculars but at this

time in ornithological history a shotgun was often the observers main field aide.

Shoemaker’s notes on mounted specimens and egg sets were written following a

detailed, set pattern, e.g.:

Marsh Hawk (Circus hudsonius) March 25, 1893

Near Reeve, Franklin county, Iowa. Male. In excellent plumage. Length
18; extent 38.5; wing 13; tail 8.75; middle toe extent of foot 3; feet, iris,

and toes, yellow, cere yellowish; bill black at tip shading to bluish.

During the breeding season, Frank and an occasional companion would search
for nests. They tramped for miles each day collecting egg sets or noting the loca-

tion of a nest so a partial set could be completed prior to being collected. Not all

nests observed were subject to becoming an oological record. On some occasions
the contents were noted in field notes.

Entries for the data kept on egg sets would be similar to this exam-
ple: Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo borealis) May 15, 1893

3 miles northeast of Hampton, Iowa. Set 4, mark Va. Incubation in 2 eggs
well started, 1 barely begun. Measurements: 2.45 x 1.88, 2.45 x 1.88,

2.40 x 1.87. Two eggs well marked with brown splotches. Nest composed
of sticks (some of them 1 inch in diameter and 3 feet long), coarse weed-
stalks, a few cornhusks; a bulky structure little cupped, with a few
leaves, pieces of bark from trees and grapevines, and a few downy
feathers, probably from the female hawk. Location of the nest was
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peculiar, being in an isolated box elder on the creek bank 25 feet up, the

largest of the half dozen trees within 100 yards.

Other residents of the Hampton area relayed their finds to Frank. He
wrote that “I have often experienced a feeling of pleasure when some well-

meaning friend has told me of a wonderful ‘find’, and offered to lead me to the

scene of the discovery, and almost as often have gone, bubbling over with
gratitude, to find upon reaching the field that the discovery was very com-
monplace. For example, there was incident of last June, when a well-meaning
youth led me into the country to see three nests of the “Swamp Song Sparrow”,
which proved to be those of the Red-winged Blackbird. — There, also, was the

‘nighthawks’ nest, which proved to be that of the Great Crested Flycatcher; the

‘Bobolink’s' eggs which in reality a Lark Sparrow laid; the ‘Northern Shrike’

which was a Blue Jay. These are samples.”
In addition, there were other problems with being known as a bird watcher. On

9 February 1895, the field notes read “I will never again confide anything I happen
to know to a person I meet in the woods. While I was out Thursday, Jan. 31st, I met
a fellow who looked reasonably intelligent, and fell into conversation with him. I

told him I was hunting for owls’ nests, a fact which greatly surprised him, as he did

not know they were nesting as early. Later we spoke of eagles; he mentioned
having seen several in Nebraska. It now came to light that this Mr. T — stated in

Geneva that I was ‘hunting all over the grove for eagle’s eggs.’ However, as an owl
and an eagle are the same to a large class of people, 1 can live through it 1 believe.”

The available field notes from Franklin County cover egg sets collected from
1890 to 1898, with field notes available for 1893 and 1895. But after about five years
of observation, Frank Shoemaker had a “Partial List of the Birds of Franklin
County, Iowa” privately published. It was dated July 6, 1896 and a copy was mailed
on this date to each member of the Iowa Ornithological Association. This list was
found in the printed form among the archival material at Lore Library and is one
of three known papers published on Iowa birds.

In January of 1895, the recent high school graduate began correspondence
training in general stenography with a school in Omaha, Nebraska. This
correspondence was with Frank’s cousin, Elizabeth Van Sant of the Van Sant
School of Stenography. As this training developed, the decision to move to Omaha
was reached. So some time in 1897 Frank Shoemaker moved to Omaha, There he
was to continue to pursue his birding interests. But now it was watching birds at a
variety of locations including such historic birding hot-spots at Cut-off Lake north
of Omaha and Childs Point in northeast Sarpy County. Mr. Shoemaker was also
eventually to become a charter member and officer of the Nebraska
Ornithologists’ Union that started in 1899.

The early records of this young scientific oologist and general ornithologist
growing up in the untamed wilds of Franklin County provide both an interesting

and useful historical perspective of the avifauna present in the early 1890s. This
view could be compared to current conditions to illustrate some changes that have
occurred in Iowa’s bird life as the state was settled and developed.

Known publications by Frank H. Shoemaker that deal with Iowa birds are:
Shoemaker, F.H. 1892. The Crossbill in Iowa. Oologist 9:77.

. 1896. Seabirds that visit Iowa. Iowa Ornithologists 2:31-34.
. 1896b. A partial list of the birds of Franklin County, Iowa. Published by

the author, 16 pp.

The following list has been photographed directly from the bird list printed in

1896.
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f

IVTFiOK l.'HPTIO.V.

F
XliANKLIN COUNTY, situated in central northern

. Iowa, was originally for the most port prairie, with

some marsh land. TimberUnd if found principally along

the water-courses, none of which attain any great size.

There are no lakes, Agriculture has considerably

changed the topography of the county; timberland in

rapidly being cleared away, the prairies cultivated, and
even that portion which was originally marshland almost

entirely drained and planted to crops; ail of winch haw

an effect upon bird life. Hampton, the center of these

observations, is near the middle of the county, and is

situated on latitude 42° 44'.

I do not claim for this list of Franklin county birds
|

that it even approaches completeness; the period of ob-

servation has been a little more than tive years, but Hither

matters have so occupied my time thal no opportunity

has been given for systematic study in this branch.

Especially is the list deficient ns regards the migrating

species; to secure a comparatively complete list of these

would renpuire continual and careful attention through'

out the migrating seasons, and that I have been unable
to give, This list is the result of observations made at

|

odd times; a method not nt all conducive to the best

|

results.

No species enumerated, however, is of presumed or

probable occurrence; ell observations have l*e«n person-

nlly made, with n very few exceptions, in which cases the

information lum been derived from perfectly authentic

sources. Many birds which from their known habitat

and the character of their preferred surrouiidinge must
occur here more or less frequently are omitted because

of the lack of absolute proof, Some species I have seen

imil lieen unable to identify positively without closer es-

aminntion than was permitted; such, of course, can find

no place in the list.

The division and subdivision into orders, families, etc.,

and the numbers, as well as the names, common and
scientific, are those of the Nomenclature of the American
Ornithologists’ Union. It will lie understood that any
statement such as “common” summer resident, “abun-
dant" migrant, “rare” visitant, etc,, must be taken with

regard to the comparative abundance of the species con-

cerning which such statement is made; for example, the

Red -tailed Hawk and the Bald Eagle are both classified

ns
“

‘fairly common" in their occurrence, though the former

is perhaps twenty times as often seen as the latter,

Hampton, July Oth. ltfcki.

A copy of the List of Franklin County Birds is

mailed on the nbove date to each niemljcr of the Iowa
OnaiTHOLotucAL Association.

BIRDS OF FRANKLIN COUNTY, IOWA

Order pycopodes,
THE DIVING BIROS

Pft m i 1y CRI.\ATOfifft. fE-Th c Lttoii a.

7 Utinat/tr inihcr Loon,
Regularly seen during migrations,

II I’riitaioi htinmr Rttfj TiutOATKD LooN.

A rare winter visitant.

Order LONCIPENNES,
THE LONG-WINGED SWIMMERS.

Pom fty LiftHUE The Terns.

liti Sterna farmer! Kuustkh's Tern,
Of frequent occurrence ns a migrant.

77 Hinlntrhrliihm inyytt rucinitninisis Bi.ACU 'JV,i:N,

A common species, generally seen during migra-
t in i is. though a few are resilient throughout the mu in tiler.

Order STECANOPODES,
THE TQTIPALMATE SWIMMERS.

Pa at fly PHAMCKOCO R. {Gift, iK The Cormorants.

I dll' HhtltriCrW/l'nir iltinjilt IIS Tlol'nl.K n:KSTJ*;ii (Jolt

>|(I ll A NT-

Regulnr migrant, not common,

Pft hi /
1 y PELEt mAA in. IE Th e Pei it ,. .is.

I2u Pckcantts cryth rttrhynrhfn An White Pki.U'AN

Occasional migrant.

Order ANSEBES,
the LAMELLIROSTRAL SWIMMERS,

Fatuity AJt'ATlD-iE—The Ducks ami Gee#?.

129 -Merijnn&r (tmericamts—American Mkkhans eg it.

Fairly common as a migrant.

1 ’Y}—Merganser serratfn— Red-brka&TED MergaNSKU
Migrant, oftener seen than the preceding.

l - 1 Lophodyte* ekcwfhdux- HooDKn Mkhoanseu.
While more common as u migrant, it is prolvnble

that this species is occasional also as a summer resident,

as mature birds have been seen during latter May,

Kbl A unx tpnnli <j* M A LT,A U l»

-

Abundant migrant,

1 3i> A » as strepera - Oapwai.l
Fairly common migraut-

I H7 Antis amerkana RaLDJ'AI N

Fairly common migrant.

Lift Ana* ctirolinen&hi OltKKN winoKJI TKAI,
tkimmon migrant,

1 40 /l itax x R 1 ,UK-W 1 N 1 1 El ) T l£ A

I

Common migrant.

142 Sjx.ittthi cl ifjxiifa Shoveller.
Fairly common migrant.

I4:t JJaftlu ticttlfi Pintail.
Abundant migrant

144 Air sjituwt Wood Drt i;.

Summer resident, in it rominun

I4r; Aylhifit nnicricuiat Redhead
Common migrant,

147 ,
1
ylhiftt rtillisitcrin (I.iNVah HACK
Rare migrant.
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J4K Aythya murilit neorciin i Scaup DUCK.
Ahundnot migrant.

149 Aythya ajjinis—Leaser Scaup Duck.
Abundant migrant.

I

J5Q— Aythya. eollnrht -Kino-necked Dur;lf.

Migrant, not abundant,

153 -Cft<m7one(f« albeolu BufflkIikad.
Abundant migrant.

Itl9 Chen hyperbore« Lek&ek Snow Goose.
Abundant migrant.

172 Urania canadensis—Can apa (loos is.

Abundant migrant.

Note, Species Nos. J4M, 149, 150 and 153 have been
1 found breeding more or ‘leas commonly at Clear Lake,
I Cerro Gordo County, only a few miles from the Franklin
I
county line. In the abeeuee of any record of their nidi-

! filiation within our limits, however, they must be classed
;ie migrants! the above being, it is 1 relieved, the must
southem record of their nefl ting.

Order HERODIONES,
THE HERONS, ETC,

Family .1 ftHR!DAE— The Herons n prf Jfittertis.

190 Hotnurus lentiginoms— 8 itte itN

.

A fairly common summer resident.

194 A rdm hemdiwt—Great Hi.uk Hkiion.
Summer resident, not common.

201 Arden ri»™ 6u ken H klmn.
Common Hummer resident.

202 Nydieorcuc nyetieomx nun-ins -Black-crowned
Nkjut Heron.

The only record of this specie* in Franklin county
is that of a specimen seen May 3d, 18fl'>.

Order PALU DlCOLAE,
THE CRANES, RAILS. ETC.

Family GRUWAE—The Cranes.

20fi— Gnct mexicann Sandhill Crane
Abundant migrant.

Family RALLIHAE—The Rails, Coots, rtr,

20S IiaUit.% cletjaii* Kind Rati,

Rare summer resident.

221 - Fid ico ntnmcann- Coot.

Summer resident, not comraon.

OrDEr CALLING,
THE GALLINACEOUS BIRDS.

Family TFTR-AOXWAE— Hi e Grouse, FarfriARes, efr,

289 f 'olhms virginitmtifi Roit-Wll fTli.

Resident; coveys are occasionally seen, but the

number is rapidly decreasing.

300 Jitinasfi unthfilm Ruffed
Resident, not eammon.

G house.

305 Ttpitpa a w:hitx umerUtmus

A fairly common resident.

Pinnated Guorsi

Order COLUMBA,
THE PIGEONS.

Family COhCMRlti.lF The Pideon*.

315 Ertapixlejt miymlorius Rassknokk Fro jeon.

A flock of about twenty birds was seen frequently

in Mayne’a Grove during the Spring of 1H93, and line of

the birds was found dead; this is rbe only record-

'll It Zrmtidura mrrcrmtra- MuURNINo l)ovu,

An abundant summer resident,

Order RAPTOBES,
THE BIRDS OF PREY.

Fa m i l y CATHARTiHAE The America n Vultures.

; 325- Cathurte* flum Turkey Vi'ltuke.

A rare species, sometimes seen in summer.

Family FALCONIIkiE—The Pa-leans, Hawks. He

;
.131 Circus hmlsonius Mailsh Hawk

A fairly common summer resident

.

|
132 Aeeipiter relax SllAHP-KltlNNRD HAWK.

Summer resident, not common. Common migrant,

|

133 vlreipifor coojjrri Ooul'Klt's Hawk.
Common summer resident.

|

137 Jiitiw itfurufis Red Tailed Hawk.
A fairly common summer resilient; the species

i lias been known to remain here, however, during several

winters.

347a Archibtiffo Inyopits turned-johumii* AMERICAN
Rough lkuokd Hawk.

Ail ot'Cnsiouiil inigriint-

152 I/ftliftrtiH leutim-fplmlus UaLD EaoLK
Resident, fairly common for this speeiew; most

numerous during spring migration, when ns many ns

three or h sir have been seen at once.

Order umicola,
THE SHORE BIROS,

Fa wily SCQLOFAVIHAR— The Snipes, Sandpipers, etc.

230 Gallinoyn dehcatn Wilson's Snipe.

Common migrant.

254 Tolwnts mekmolettcttit -Greater Yellow legs
Common migrant.

255 Tolu uus flv‘'ipex YjiLM>W LED*
Common migrant.

£H1 Itnrirwnin hmyiruuda Hartrami AN SANDPIPER
Common summer resident.

251 -Actitis maculariit—Spotted Sandpiper.
Abundant summer resident.

2ts4 thimcninx lontfirosim --LonG -u I L I , iti > Curlew.
Rare migrant.

Family CH.fRAftRl/HAE The Plovers.

272 Churudrhis dominions Golden Plovku
Abundant migrant.

273 stiyvtfilix rorifrrn KlLLDKEit
Common summer resilient.

’157 Fnho ntliimhn rius Pig nos Hawk.
Fairly common migrant.

3!i0 Fnlcn xpnnvrius Sparrow Hawk.
Occasional summer resident.

1li4 /Vrndkm IntUiifiits vtirulhiciixix -( tapitrcv.

Occasional during migrations.

Fa milt/ STRIGIlkIE— Th e Units.

;«i5i tHriy praliticfila Ha UN Owl,
Presumably a Kuminer resident; specieft

only,
Pa m jilff RUBOXIME.

351 i A sin ir-itmoimms ht t.N'fl EARED Owl.
Common resident.

3117 A kiVj fieripit it rifts Si OUT EARED OWL
A eOlllliKm rt]H k

4
vjflS during winters, til

times.

373 Mnjuytops usoi SCtlKECll (Jwi,

Fairly commi in resident,

175 Bubo nirifiuitiuus Gkkat floiiNETt Owl.
Resident, nut common.

175 NjfClru nftflrn SNOWY O w L.

A rare winter viailant.
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OftOIft COCCYCES,
The cuckoos, etc.

Family CUCVLWAE-The Curlews.

I
387 Cmrifzw tinmicanus Yellow-killed Cut'ttoo.

A summer resident, of fairly common uemr-
I rence,

388— Cuccy;ru$ erylhraphfhnlmun- -Black-hilled Ci'c

KOt}

Summer resident, not so common as the preceding

ap-eeies.

Family ALCEDTh'lfME- The kingfisher*.

390 Ccryte tilcytn

t

Belted Kinofikiikk.

Cohimnu summer resident.

Order P1CI,
THE WOODPECKERS,

Fa mil ;/ PICAI). 1E— Th e Woottperlcc rs
,

;lt>3 DrynUmtcx rillwut Ha iky Wdodpbokeu.
A resident aperies, but it ih not common at any

Me hkc m.

:sti4 DnfnlHite# puheutxns -Downy Woodpecker.
Common resident.

4 (Hi Mflnnfrpc# erjithrncepluilns -REn-iiitADEU WOOD-
PECKER.
A common summer resident.

4<m -Mtlnntrpe* cunMnun -Red-helLiep WOOD-
PECKER
A single bird of this species was seen near Hamp-

ton bn March 1st, 1896. this luring the only record of

its occurrence.

412- Culaptes tturnlux- Flicker,
Common summer resident; the most numerous

representative of the order.

Order MACDOCHIRES,
THE GOATSUCKER©. ©WlfTS, ETC.

Ffim ily V-iPKImMULGIDME—Tlie Oitai&Ufkem.

4 1 7 A n tnwrfom a* mcifcrtiH VI ii i ppo< »kw ill.

Summer resident, not common,

4 20 (Jhorileitry rnyiinfinity Nioilrfl A wk.
Common summer resident,

Family MJCROPOIUDAB-Tht Swifts.

423- ('hnflurn ptlagku—CfltMNKY SwiFT-
Abundont anniiner resident.

Eft tn i 1 if TROCHILIDAE-The Hummingbird jf,

428 -Trodiitus calultris ftmiv-TiiniPATEi) )1 nmiNO-
hikd.

Common summer resident,

Order PASSERES,
THE PERCHING 0IRD3.

E>iw ‘ t y T EE. 1A'.\7(ME The Ttfra rtt El ijnt t rher*.

4 44 -2^rumiw.« tijrunnvx— K iN<hu itn.

Abundnut summer resident.

!

432- Myiarcfni* mnitus -Crested FLYf

’

aTi n ikii.

Common summer resident,

I 4uii i'djoniw piuyrtjc PiifiKUli-

ColllLnon summer resident.

-hi I Cantppm viiftts Wood I’kwek
A fairly common Hummer resident.

467 Empiihmtir minimus Least Flycatcher,
Summer resident, not common.

Family.AIMUMI1.4E The Larks,

474ti (lloeoftsi uiptyhis pralicnhi I'ltAI IllK Horned
Lakk
Common resideiil.

Family COR VIDAS—The Crows and Jays,

477 Ctjunociilu rrisfafn BLUE Jay.
Abundant resident.

488 -Cofvtut amerieanus -American Chow.
Abundant resilient

Family ICTERIDAK The Blackbirds, Orioles, etc.

4144 - Dotkhonyx Oryzivoru*- Boholink
Common summer resident.

49-5 Moluthnw liter—CowmitD
Abundant summer resident.

4W8 Agehiim phbenkeim RjsD-wrwoKD Black ul It D.

Abundant summer resident.

,501 Sftiraeflu bitij/no M eaDoiy-lakk.
Abundant summer resident

501 b Sturnetlo mayna negketa Westrun Meadow
LARK

.

A fairly common summer resident,

Sod Icterus spurins -OkciI A kd Oriole
Common summer resident.

507 Icterus ytilbula Baltimore Oriole
More abundant that! the preceding.

51 lb Quiscalux ijnisOtla dentils BhOVt.tD GIiacKLb.
Abundant summer Resident.

Family FR1WQ1LLIT>A&*-Thv Finches, Sparrows, etr.

517 -C'urpvdacu* pitrpuriti* PUHPLK Finch.
Migrant, not common.

oil iMfia atrmruktm miivir A me kidan CkdssriLL
A winter visitantj not common. Flocks of from

twenty to thirty birds ere noticed in November, 1K90;

November and December, 1891
; .January and February,

1892, A single bird was seen April 16, 1H92, and one pair

April 19, 1896.

528 Acanthi# fbuiviu - CoWiiON UeDpoll
A winter visitant, abundant some years, rare or

went others,

52ii Njunifs frisfls - Ameuican Goldfinch.
Common resident, abundant during summer.

533 tfpinus pin us I’i^e Siskin.

Winter visitant, fairly common.

** I*axscr damextiAus- End usa SpAiutow.
Superabundant; ever-increasing; residcut(!); “a

nuisance without a rfedSeming quality."

534 rif'cirnphcnax n itlhftA -Snowflake.
AVinter visitant; Dot a common species.

54 (> A mmoflnimw

i

sononworum jjoascWw us -Qua senop-
I'KSt SPAltKOW,

Hummer resident, not common.

552— Clumdextc# yrnmnwam La HK SpArutOiv,

A fairly common summer resident.

558 Zonotiichm albicollis White-tdiioatep Kpak-
]«)W,

Common migrant.

559— Spixdla mmtieola—Tree Sfakiiow.
Abundant winter visjtsut.

560 Spizetlu sOCialix-Cll IPPINO SPARttOW.
Common summer resident.

593— SpizeUtt pusfffrt—

F

ield Spauhow.
Common summer reeident

567 Junen hyematin Slate coLoriED Junoo.
Abundant winter vieitant.

581 MdOHpiza faaciatfi—SOND SPARROW.
Common summer resident.

585 -Pmwretta iliaia—F<ix Sparkow.
Common migrant.
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f 687- - PipHo ert/th rophtlu t hn us—T<urnkk
Common mimmer resident.

Mb—Hubi<i ImimncKrno Rose-breasted Grosbeak.
Common summer resident.

59a—Pnaserina q/tmeu—

I

ndioo Bunting
Bummer resident, not common.

604 -- Spizfi americana— Dickcisskl.
Abundant summer resident,

Family TANAGRTLAE-The Tanagers

6(^— PimiMja erythromdas—SCA ftlet TanaOeh.
Summer resident, not comniGD,

Family fflR UKDIX1PAE- The Swa llows.

6L I —Proyne fftffris-PunrLE Maktin.
Common summer resident.

012— PefrocAeftdon lunt/TOjui—

C

liff Swallow.
Abundant summer resident.

6T3-C7iefidon eryfftroyasfer—

B

arn Swallow.
Common mimmer resident.

fl I H— CZuReola ripfiriu— BANK SwaLloW

.

Common summer resident.

Family AMPBLW.IE -The Waxwings
619— AmiieliH cedren'im—

C

edar Waxwing,
A resident species, but very irregular; months

sometimes phee without n single specimen being seen,

while it is likely to appear in large docks at any season.

Family LAffUDAB-The Shrikes

622a —La nitis ludoinciu ruts extuldtorides— Whjte-hUmP-
ED Bll HIKE.

Most common during; the summer; resident in

small numbers.

Family hlREOXIDSE The Vireos.

624— Virtu pliiviceus - RED EYED Vihbii,

Fairly common summer resident.

627 Virtu j/itous W a RULING Vi it so.

Fairly common summer resident,

Family MJklOTlLTIDAE-The Wood-Warblers.

636—Mn iotilki writi — Black-and-white Wa ruler
Slimmer resident and migrant; fairly common.

647 HelnnntkophUa pertyrina Tennessee WaRB-
LER

Migrant, but irregular; occurring in great num-
bers some years, while there are years when it is seldom

aeon,

{HH -QompmOilypix umerknun Fa h u la Warbler.
Migrant, not abundant.

662 — Dtndroiwi utstiva -Ybliow W a ruler.

Abundant summer resident.

655—Liertdroku coronaUt — M Y KTLK VV a ttaUi it .

Abundant migrant

657 fhndfftifM macutosti Magnolia IV a hirer
Migrant,, not common.

659— Lkmlruim pengijlvtinich — CHESTNUT sided
Wakhlek.
Common summer resident

661 JDendrwm slrtafa Black hill Warih.hr.
Migrant, not abundant.

662—De»diOv:u hluckbaruirte — BlackBURNTa n Warb-
lek

Fairly common migrant

672 — JJtndtukit ptdrntiniut— Palm Warbler
Common migrant.
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674 — ISeinntx aurecoprliiwt—Oven Btiu>

Bummer resident, not common.

88 In tieuthlypix tricha* oveulciiinlLs Western Vel
LOW- THROAT
Common summer resident,

883—Icteriv virenx- Yellijw-rheastkd CHAT.
Fairly common summer resident

! UHl -Setophoija rutidHu -AM BHUTAN Redstart
Abundant summer resident.

|

Family TROGLODYTID-tE-The Wrens, Thrashers, etc

704 -Gdhikst&ptes tiiroHnt'inii't -Catbird.
Common summer resident

1QH- - Htirpftrhi/ncluus ru/m Brown Thrasher
Common summer resident.

"21 Troylodtfttx uedon House W kkn

.

Abundant summer resident

|

"24 Ci&tOthonrs xtdlorix Suomi- hilled Marsh
When,

Migrant, Dut common.

1 "25 CustfUAonw puhisfris Long billed Marsh
W REN.
Summer resident, not common.

Ftim i ly CER THUD.IE- Th e Creep erg

.
726 Cnihia famititirix umeriauut Brown Crekfer.

Chiefly migratory; abundant during spring and
fall. The specien winters as far north ns latitude 45c ,

but has been seen here rarely during winter.

Family PARiDAK—The Nuthatches and Tits.

727 -Siilu e<nolinen$i# Carolina Nuthatch,
Common at all seuaons excepting summer; most

abundant during spring. Recorded as a summer resi-

dent but once.

728— tiitta txtnu tlen.'fi.i--Canada Nuthatch.
Migrant, very irregular; not often seen.

735 jPurtts ufncaprfboi Chiukadee.
Common resident.

Family SYLVIIDAE—The Warblers and Kinglets.

748 Ifojulwt sntrupu—Golden - crowned Kino let,

Abundant migrant.

749— litffulus coiendwtu- ElUBY-CKOWNKD KINOLIST.
Abundant migrant.

Family TURD!DAE—The Thrushes, etc.

Ihb—Turdux mwtfehnva—

W

ood Thrush.
Bummer resident, not common.

757 I'tmhts uliam—Ghat-cheeked Tinman.
Migrant, not common.

761 - Mc-raki niiffraioritt American Ron IN

Abundant summer resident.

766—Hialia sialis -Rlukiiikd.

Abundant summer resident

Since the compilation of the foregoing liat the follow-

iufl additional species have been observed

:

151 -GlattcitmeUti cltimjitkt nmeriaitm—Gdlden-kyk.
Mi grant, not common.

327 Eitinohkii farjkutus- Swallow-tailed Kite.
A single specimen waa seen on May 25th, 18%.

628 - Virto ftaxifrtimx—YelloW -throated Viujsd.
Hare summer resident.
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Piping Plover Nests in Pottawatamie Co.

The Piping Plover has always been a rare breeder in Iowa. Except for one 19th

century record at Grinnell (Cooke, 1888, cited in Brown, 1971), all nesting records

are in the Missouri River area, and the earliest is from 1940. (There is, however, a

1922 breeding record near Lincoln, Nebraska (Pickwell, 1925). Unfortunately,

subsequent channelization of the Missouri River allowed vegetation to cover wha t

once weresand bars and beaches, and the plover's habitat disappeared. Dinsmore
(1981) lists the Piping Plover as an extirpated breeder in Iowa, with the last nest

record at DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge in 1973.

There were two 1982 sightings suggestive of breeding. A pair of Piping Plover
was discovered at Louisville Oxbow Lake in Monona County June 4-19, but no nest

could be located (Kent, 1982). Adults found at Iowa Power and Light Company
settling ponds July 10-18 may have been migrants, but no one checked the ponds in

June, so breeding can not be ruled out.

This year, two Piping Plover nests were discovered at the Iowa Power and
Light Company settling ponds south of Council Bluffs, for the first Iowa breeding

record in ten years. At least two adults were seen beginning May 12, The first nest,

found June 6, held four eggs but was abandoned by June 16. The second nest,

belonging to a different pair, was found June 11 and hatched three young on June
22. At least one of these chicks survived long enough to fledge, as it was last seen on

July 21. See the accompanying table for details of Piping Plover sightings at the

ponds.

The plover habitat consisted of bottom ash from the boilers at the power plant,

This substance, like sand or gravel in consistency, is mixed with water and

pumped as a slurry into the ponds, where it settles out to form a beach. It is bare of

vegetation except for a row of small willows down the center. These bushes ap-

parently formed the boundary between the two plover territories and may have

provided shade for the downy young. Both nests were located far from any cover,

as is typical of Piping Plover nests.

Though use of such artificial habitats is unusual for Piping Plover, it is not

unique. Switzer (1979) reports on this species breeding at an ash lagoon of a power

plant in Saskatchewan.

Fall migrant Piping Plover were first observed at the settling ponds July 4 (7

birds). They peaked at 15 birds on July 7, and by July 14 all had gone. They were
concentrated to the south of the willows, separate from the reamining breeding

pair and their young, which were usually found on the north side, We hypothesized

that this influx of plovers resulted from increased flows from Gavins Point Dam,
which would flood the sand bars below it. That could not have been the case,

however, as the water release was kept low until July 6.

Ralph Watts, power plant manager, has agreed to protect the plover and their

habitat to the extent compatible with plant operations, so the birds should have a

home in Pottawatamie County for several years to come. Birders seeing Piping
Plovers at the ponds in future years are requested to send sighting to the authors.

We also request that birders stay on the road and keep summer visits short to

minimize disturbances to the birds.

BARBARA L. WILSON
Rt. 1, Box 41

HASTINGS, IOWA 51540

LOREN AND BABS PADELFORD
1405 Little John Road

BELLEVUE, NEB. 60805
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Table 1. Piping Plover sightings at IPL settling ponds in 1983,

Date Details Observers

May 12 2 adults WRS, BLW
May 19 2 adults WRS, BLW
May 22 2 adults L & BP
May 24 1 adult L & BP
June 2 2 adults BLW
June 4 2 adults L& BP
June 6 Territory 1: 2 adults, 1 on nest; 2+ eggs BLW
June 8 Territory 1: 2 adults, 1 on nest BP
June 9 Territory l : adult on nest

Territory 2 ; 2 adults

BP, TB

June 11 Territory 1: 2 adults; 4 eggs; 3rd bird dead
Territory 2: 1 adult on nest

L& BP

June 16 Territory 1: 2 adults away from nest; 4 eggs
Territory 2: 1 adult, not on nest

L& BP

June 19 Territory 1: 4 eggs, no adults

Territory 2: 1 adult

L & BP

June 22 Territory 2: 1 adult on nest while a 2nd chases
a 3rd away from 2 downy young.
Territory 1 : 1 adult

L & BP

June 23 Territory 2: 3 adults; 1 with the 3 downy young,
another chasing away Killdeer L & BP

June 24 Territory 2: 2 adults, 3 downy young BLW
July 1 3 adults, 3 young L& BP
July 2 5 adults, 2 young WRS
July 4 9 adults, 2 young L& BP
July 5 13 adults, 3 young L & BP
July? 12 adults outside territory 2 TB, BP
July 7 Total of 17 plover WRS
July 8 10 adults, 1 young BLW
July 9 7 adults, 1 young L & BP
July 12 7 adults, 1 young L & BP
July 12 None in midafternoon BLW
July 14 1 adult, 1 young L & BP
July 19 1 adult L& BP
July 21 1 adult, 1 young BH
July 23 1 plover J&SK
July 30 No plover BLW

Observers: Tanya Bray, Bob Howe, Jim & Sandy Kovanda, Loren & Babs
Padelford, W. Ross Silcock, Barbara L. Wilson.
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Pickwell, G. 1925. Some nesting habits of the Belted Piping Plover. Auk 42 : 326-332.
Switzer, F.A. 1979. Piping Plovers use man-made habitat. Blue Jay 37: 116.
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FIELD REPORTS
SUMMER 1983

Thomas H. Kent, Field Reports Editor
211 Richards Street
Iowa City I A 52240

WEATHER AND HABITAT CONDITIONS (JPSa)

The only things typical of the weather duning June and July were the
extremes for which Iowa is well-known. Although June temperatures
averaged near normal and precipitation only slightly more than usual, the
month was notable for its record late rainfalls resulting in washed-out
fields, floods, and much standing water. The heaviest rains occurred in
the northwest- -the 9.38 inch average there was the greatest in almost 100
years--and gradually diminished to none in the extremely dry southeast.
Temperatures too revealed a similar pattern: northwest Iowa cooler than
usual; southeast Iowa hotter and drier than normal. Temperatures varied
from 33 F at Shenandoah on 6 June to 99 F at Fairfield late in the month.

July continued the hot, humid weather which began in late June. Almost
no measurable precipitation fell in Iowa during the first three weeks in
July. The long heat wave (107 F in Keosauqua on 22 July) and drought
across the state together with the consistently high humidities caused
discomfort and concern to the Hawkeye State-

Rivers, waterways, and reservoirs maintained high levels of water
throughout the dry period because of the intensive June rains,

GENERAL TRENDS

High water levels provided some habitat for both late spring and early
fall shorebird sightings. Extensive field work by several individuals
continued to produce some unusual summer warblers and other deep woods
birds, e.g., a Chestnut-sided Warbler nest. Hooded Warblers at several
locations. Winter Wrens in NE Iowa. Two Carolina Wrens were welcome
returnees

.

UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS

The most exciting find was a family of Great-tailed Crackles at Riverton
A., the second record of this species in Iowa, Another House Finch
appeared, this time at Davenport. Casual species included Buff-breasted
Sandpiper and Prairie Warbler. Ringed Turtle-Dove continues to be seen at
Da venport

.

SPECIES DATA (* = documented)

Common Loon: 1 in winter plumage lingered at I PL Ponds throughout the
period (m ob.); another was at Willow SI. on 1 Jun.

Pied-billed Grebe: 1 ad. with 5 yg. was at Waterloo on 19 Jun.
Eared Grebe: 1 was at Willow SI. on 7 Jun ( B LW) , 2 at Colo on 9 Jun

(HZ), and 1 at Sioux Center on 16 Jun (GBr).
American White Pelican; 39 were at Rice L., Winnebago Co. on 29 Jun

(JLH, DN); 1 was at Ventura M. on 6 Jul (JLH ) ; and up to 20 were at
Forney L. during the summer (m.ob,).

Double-crested Cormorant: 20 were at Forney L. on 6 Jun (BLW) and up
to 7 lingered there during the summer. Others included 1 at Biq Sand
Mound Pr. on 1 Jun (PP, LL), 3 at Big Wall L. on 6 Jun (JD), and 16
at Hendrickson M. on 23 Jun (HZ). A report of 1000 at L. Manawa on
18 Apr 1983 (CFS) was accompanied by a photograph of many in trees,

American Bittern: Singles were reported from several locations in Clay Co
iVo,

GarV PhilIips and Curt Sector fide RWH ) and in Dickinson Co.
( DC H )

.

Least Bittern: Singles were reported from Forney L. (m.ob.). Cooper's
and Hendrickson marshes (PM), Sweet M, (RKM)

, Dewey's Pasture (Gary
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Phillips and Curt Rector fide RWH), Jemmerson SL (HZ), and Spirit l.

(EuA, El A)

,

Great Blue Heron: Rookeries of 10 and 15 nests were noted s. of Volga,
Clayton Co. (Rachelle Ridenour fide JD); 15 nests at West Swan L.,
Emmet Co., produced 23 yg , from 10 nests (Ron Mowing fide JD) .

Great Egret: 7 were at Big Sand Mound Pr. on 1 Jun (PP, LL) and 1 in

Mills Co. on 9 Jun (TB, BPa); 6 had returned to the Coralville Res. by
29 Jul (CJB).

Little Blue Heron: Adults were noted on 11 Jun in E Johnson Co. (MCN)
and on 23 Jul at Ankeny Ponds (JPSc) and Folsom L . (TB, BJR); an
immature was at Sweet M. on 31 Jul (Russell Flays and Tom Stone fide
RKM) .

Cattle Egret: 1 was at Larson M. (m.ob.) and 3 were at Barringer SI. on
4 Jun ( JD, MBr); up to 10 were in Fremont and Mills counties during
the period (m.ob.); others were in Pottawattamie and Monona counties
(JK, SK; Jon Judson fide JD) .

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nest building was noted at Jemmerson SI. on 5
Jun (JD); 4 ad. and 9 imm, were at Forney L. on 4 Jun (BPa, LPa);
others were noted in Clay and Palo Alto counties (Gary Phillips and Curt
Rector fide JWH) and Big Sand Mound Pr. (PP, LL).

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron; 1 was at Shimek F. on 5 Jun,
Snow Goose: Up to 14 lingered at Forney L. (m.ob.).
Canada Goose: Adults with 5 yg. were found at 2 Hardin Co. locations

BPr, PH, NS), and a nest with eggs at Hendrickson M, was destroyed
by a storm (PM).

Green-winged Teal: A nest with 11 eggs, said to be 4 days incubated, was
found at Ventura M, on 27 May and all hatched by 17 Jun (JLH, KB,
AH), Other Jun birds were at Coopers M. on 1 Jun (PM), Dewey's
Pasture on 4 Jun (MBr fide JD), Spring Run A. on 5 Jun (JD), s of
Ruthven on 6 Jun (JD), and Mills Co. on 9 Jun (TB).

Northern Pintail: 3 were at Colo on 4 Jun and 22 were there on 2 Jul,
suggesting that they nested (SD).

Northern Shoveler: 2-5 were at Colo (SD, JPSc, HZ), Waipiti M (JD), and
Spring Run A. (JD) in early Jun.

Gadwall: Pairs were at Dewey s Pasture and Waipiti M. on 4, 6 Jun (JD); 3
were at Willow SL on 16, 20 Jun (BLW, TB, BPa).

Canvasback: 3 were at Sioux Center on 6 Jun (GBr) and a pair was at
Anderson L, on 10 Jun (MBr fide JD).

Redhead: 2 pair were at Forney L. on 18 Jun (RKM),
Ring-necked Duck: 3 were at Willow SL on 26 Jun (BLW) and 1 was at

Goose L., Clinton Co., on 16 Jun (PP).
Lesser Scaup: A female with 4 yg. was at Sioux Center on 6 Jun and a

male was there on 16 Jun (GBr),
Hooded Merganser: 1 was at Dewey's Pasture on 4 Jun (MBr fide JD); 3

were at Big Sand Mound Pr. on 15 Jun (PP, LL, CBI).
Red-breasted Merganser: A flying male was at Clear L, on 24 Jun (JLH).
Ruddy Duck: 8 were at Willow SI. on 16 Jun (BLW); others were from NW

Iowa

.

Northern Harrier: 1 was at Lamoni on 5-6 Jul (JDG).
Cooper's Hawk: Singles were reported from Yellow River F, on 10 Jun

(DK) and Forney L. on 9 Jul (PP).
Red-shouldered Hawk: 1-2 were noted at 3 Allamakee Co. locations (DK).
Broad-winged Hawk: 3-4 parr summered at Yellow River F. with a recently

fledged bird seen on 30 Jul (DK).
Swainsons Hawk: None were reported.
American Kestrel: A nest with 2 young was found in N Marshall Co. (BPr,

RS) .

Gray Partridge: Singles were seen in Black Hawk and Bremer counties on
23 Jun (RKM, FM); 2 were south of the usual range in Mills Co. (Eric
Nyren fide BLW) ,

Ruffed Grouse: 1 was found in Shimek F. on 5 Jun (DK).
Wild Turkey: A bird with young was seen in Yellow River F. on 12 Jun

(EuA, El A)

.

Common Moorhen: 6 chicks were at New Afbin on 22 Jun (EuA, ElA) ; 3
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immatu res were at Goose L., Clinton Co., on 13 Jul ( LL fide PP); and
another bird was at Swan L. , Emmet Co., on 20 Jul (HZ).

Black-bellied Plover: 1 was late at Colo on 1 Jun (PM).
Lesser Golden- Plover : 8 were late at Colo on 1 Jun (PM); 8 fall migrants

were in Grundy Co. on 30 Jul (FM).
Semipalmated Plover: The earliest were 2 at Ankeny Ponds on 23 Jul

(J PSc)

.

Piping Plover: 2 nests were found at I PL Ponds, Pottawattamie Co. The
first had 4 eggs on 8 Jun and was abandoned on 16 Jun; the second was
found on 11 Jun and hatched 3 young. A peak of 17 birds, presumably
including migrants, were at the same location on 7 Jul (m.ob., see
longer note).

American Avocet: 1 was very late at Colo on 6 Jun (HZ).
Greater Yellowlegs: Singles were at Bartlett on 22 Jul (TB, BPa, SK) and

at Coral ville Res. on 31 Jul (TK, MN, TJS).
Solitary Sandpiper: The earliest was in N Fremont Co. on 3 Jul (WRS),
Willet: 9 were at IPL Ponds on 2 Jul (BLW, WRS, FM) and singles were

noted at Ankeny Ponds on 26 Jul (SD) and Coralville Res. on 29 Jul
(CJB) .

Spotted Sandpiper: A nest with 4 eggs found at Union Sf. N.W.R. on 8
Jun hatched young on IS or 16 Jun (JLH , EK, KB, JKI).

Upland Sandpiper: An ad, and 3 half-grown yg . were near Lamoni on 22
Jun (JDG). From 1 to 7 were reported from the following counties:
Bremer, Buchanan, Cedar, Clinton, Dallas, Decatur, Delaware, Emmet,
Johnson, Linn, Pocahontas, Poweshiek, Story, and Winneshiek.

Ruddy Turnstone: 1 was late at tPL Ponds on 4 Jun (TB, BPa, LPa); 1 at
Coralville Res. on 31 Jul (TK, MN, TJS) set a record early date,

Sanderling : Late birds were 5 at Amana on 3 Jun (CJB) and 2 at IPL
Ponds on 2 Jun (BLW, WRS),

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Late migrants were 23 at Colo on 9 Jun and 28 at
Ames on 5 Jun (JPSc). Exceptionally early fall migrants were 4 in N
Fremont Co. on 4 Jul (WRS); a peak of 120 were at Ankeny Ponds on 26
Jul (SD) .

Western Sandpiper: No details were given for the only one reported.
Least Sandpiper: The earliest noted were 7 at Coralville Res. on 10 Jul

(TK, CJB) and 3 in N Fremont Co. on 11 Jul (WRS).
White-rumped Sandpiper: 3 each were still at Colo on 9 Jun and Ames on 5

Jun (JPSc); a fall report was undocumented. (This species is not
expected in fall) .

Bairds Sandpiper: A possible mid-Jun sighting will be referred to the
Records Committee. Fall migrants were first noted on 24 Jul- 4 in N
Fremont Co. (WRS) and 2 at Coralville Res. (TK, TJS).

Pectoral Sandpiper: 1 at Colo on 9 Jun (JPSc) was very late 1 had
returned^to Coralville Res. by 10 Jul (TK, CJB) and 300 were there on

Dunlin: 1 was still at Colo on 9 Jun (HZ, JPSc).
Stilt Sandpiper: The earliest were 4 at Colo on 14 Jul (HZ) and peak was

50 at Coralville Res. on 29 Jul (CJB).
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 1 was at Amana on 29 Jul (CJB).
Short-billed Dowitcher: 1 was seen and heard at IPL Ponds on 8 Jul

(BLW); singles were seen at Coralville Res. on 24 (TK) and 31 Jul (TK,
TJS

,
MN ) .

Common Snipe: An adult in breeding plumage in N Fremont Co, on 3-7 Jul
(WRS) was quite unusual

.

Wilson s Phalarope: June birds included 1 at Colo on 4 Jun (SD, JPSc), 1

at Sioux Center on 7 Jun (GBr) , and 3 at Cardinal M. on 11 Jun (DK).
Two at Riverton A. on 2 Jul followed by a juvenile and female there on
15 Jul (*WRS) suggests possible nesting at this SW Iowa location.

Red-necked Phalarope: 1-2 were at Colo on 1-2 Jun (PM, HZ) and another
was reported at Ankeny Ponds on 4 Jun (HZ); a further sighting at Colo
on 22 Jun (HZ) is most unusual,

Franklin’s Gull: 120 were at Forney L, on 4 Jun (BPa, LPa), 2 at Amana
on 6 Jun (CJB, LH), and 8 at Willow SI. on 7 Jun (BLW); 10 in the
Ruthven area on 5-6 Jun (JD) were at a more typical location.



74 FIELD REPORTS

Ring-billed Gull; Singles were at Forney L Mills Co., and L. Manawa on
4, 9, and 22 Jun (BPa); 3 were at Big Sand Mound Pr. on 29 Jun (PP);
35 were at West Okoboji on 5 Jun (JD); and 150 were at Sabula on 16
Jul (SD).

Herring Gull: 1 at Big Sand Mound Pr. on 29 Jun (PP) was unusual.
Caspian Tern: July records were 1 at I PL Ponds on 5 Jul (BPa, LPa), 3 at

Montezuma on 6 Jul (DK), 1 at Waterloo on 24 Jul (RKM), and 2 at Big
Creek S.P, on 26 Jul (SD) .

Common Tern: 2 birds with dark primaries were at Forney L on 6 Jun
(BLW).

Forster's Tern: Up to 33 were noted at Jemmerson Si. in early Jun (JD,
DCH) with nesting in late Jun (MBr fide JD).

Least Tern: Up to 6 were at fPL Ponds during the period but no nests
were found (nn.ob. )

.

Black Tern: Nesting was reported from Spring Run A. (JD), Dewey's
Pasture (MBr fide JD), and State Line M., Kossuth Co. (MBr fide JD).
Concentrations of 50 were at Forney L. on 4 Jun (BPa, LPa) and 27 at
IPL Ponds on 12 Jul (BLW).

Ringed Turtle-Dove: 1 was seen in W Davenport from 1 to 31 Jul (Frank
Sellman and Mrs. Dale Moritz fide PP).

Bfack-billed Cuckoo: Only 4 contributors mentioned this species.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: 20 were noted in Fremont Co. on 9 Jun (TB, BPa).
Common Barn-Owl: 1 was seen in the early evening of 8 Jul in Boone Co.

(*BE)

,

Short-eared Owl: 1 was seen at Dewey's Pasture on 22 May and 4 Jun and
another at Anderson L. on 10 Jun (MBr fide JD).

Ch uck-will's-widow: Up to 6 were seen at the usual location n of Waubonsie

5.

P. (EuA, m . ob . )

.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Koenig counted birds in the following
counties: Allamakee (14), Clayton (2), Dubuque (2), and Van Buren
(2); 7 were seen at Ledges S.P. (SD, JD, JPSc).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 12 were found in Allamakee Co. (DK),
Hairy Woodpecker: Koenig had the following county counts: Allamakee (7)

Clayton (2), Lee (3), Van Buren (2).
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Singles were late at McFarland P, on 8 Jun (PM),

Lacey-Keosauqu a S.P. on 6 Jun (DK), and Big Sand Mound Pr. on 1

Jun (PP, LL).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher; Late migrants were in Van Buren Co. on 6 Jun

(DK) and Ames on 1 Jun (JPSc).
Acadian Flycatcher: Koenig s county counts, probably the greatest

numbers ever reported, were as follows: Allamakee (26), Clayton (3),
Dubuque (13), and Van Buren (8). One was still singing in the Amana
Woods on 24 Jul (CJB, TJS, TK).

Alder Flycatcher: Singles noted at several locations continued to provide
evidence of the iate migration of this species: 8 and 15 Jun in Mills Co.
(BLW), 4 Jun in Iowa City (TJS), 3 Jun at Ames (JPSc), and 1 Jun at
Grammar Grove P. (BPr),

Willow Flycatcher: 1 to 11 were noted from the following counties:
Allamakee, Appanoose, Cedar, Clayton, Clinton, Fremont, Johnson,
Louisa, Mahaska, Mills, Story, Poweshiek, and Winneshiek.

Least Flycatcher: June locations were Lacey- Keosauqua S.P., White Pine
Hollow, Marquette, and Yellow River F. (DK).

Say’s Phoebe: None have been reported for 1983.
Purple Martin: Although numbers were reportedly down at Elkhart, Mosman

banded 190 nestlings.
Tree Swallow: A pair nested in a bluebird house at Elkhart ( DDM)

.

Cliff Swallow: Reportedly numerous in C and SW Iowa, with 600 in SW Iowa
on 29 Jul (WRS )

.

Carolina Wren: Singles appeared briefly in Ames on 6 Jul (SD, JPSc) and
Iowa City on 7 Jul (TK) .

Winter Wren: 5, possibly a family group were found in Dubuque Co, on 4
Jul and singles were noted at Effigy Mounds on 10 Jun and Pikes Peak
S.P. on 26 Jun (DK).

Marsh Wren: 2 at Union from 4 to 29 Jun probably nested (BPr, PH,
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MPr)
,

Eastern Bluebird: 25 nests at Elkhart was the second highest (27 in 1982)
(DDM); 80 percent of 28 nests failed in NE Mills Co. (BLW).

Veery: 1 on 5 Jun in Monona Co. (Andy Saunders and Neil Ratslaff fide
TB) was likely a late migrant. Midsummer birds were 13 in Dubuque
Co. on 18 Jun (DK), 1 in Poweshiek Co. on 30 Jun and 4 Jul (DK), and
3 at Ledges S.P. on 4 Jul (SD, JD, JPSc).

Swainson's Thrush: Late migrants included singles in Des Moines (banded,
RL, CML) and Pottawattamie Co. ( RWH ) on 2 Jun and Mills Co, on 1 Jun
(singing, RWH).

Wood Thrush: Numbers were reported from several E Iowa locations, e g..
White Pine Hollow (12), Yellow River F. (10), Shimek F. (7), Lacey-
Keosauqua S.P. (5), Sharon Bluffs S.P. (5), C and W Iowa locations
included 5 at Montezuma (DK), 1 at Ames (PM), 2 at Viking L.,
Montgomery Co. (TB), and 1 at Preparation Canyon (BPa, LPa) .

Northern Mockingbird: 2 at Lacey- Keosauqua S.P. on 4 Jun (RC); 1 n of
Iowa City on 26 Jun (TJS); 1 in Fremont Co. on 2 Jul (FM, WRS)

.

Cedar Waxwing: Small flocks were noted throughout the period from 8
locations; 200 were at Amana Woods on 12 Jun (CJB),

Loggerhead Shrike: Birds were reported from 7 counties.
White-eyed Vireo: Reports were from Buchanan, Fremont, Iowa, Johnson,

and Poweshiek counties.
Bell's Vireo: 12 were at Hawthorn L. on 16 Jul (DK); 1-2 were found in

Bremer, Fremont, Madison, and Poweshiek counties.
Yellow-throated Vireo; Koenig found 70 during the period.
Red-eyed Vireo: Koenig found 114 during the period.
Blue-winged Warbler: The highest location count was 9 at Yellow River F.

(DK), other locations were Shimek F., Lacey- Keosauqua S.P,, Ledges
S.P., Amana Woods, Jones Co., Clayton Co., and Volga River A.

Tennessee Warbler: 1 was late in Ames on 6 Jun (PM).
Northern Parula: Locations follow the Des Moines and Mississippi Rivers:

Lee and Van Buren counties (RWH, JPSa, RC, DK), Ledges S.P. (BPr
et al.), Wapello Co. (RWH), and Big Sand Mound Pr. (PP). One at
Preparation Canyon on 4 Jul (BPa, LPa) was more unusual.

Yellow Warbler: 42 were at Marquette on 6 Jun (DK).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: 2 males were territorial in Yeilow River F. on 2

Jun and one male was feeding a nestling cowbrrd there on 21 Jul (DK).
Another male was found in Volga River A, on B Jul ( RKM) .

Black-throated Green Warbler: 1 was late at Wildcat Den S.P. on 1 Jun
(PP, MLP, LL),

Yellow-throated Warbler: 2 males were at Ledges S.P. on 4 Jul (JD, SD,
JPSc) and 5 were at Lacey- Keosauqua S.P. on 28 Jun (JPSa),

Prairie Warbler: 1 was seen and heard 2 e of Bonaparte in Van Buren Co
on 13 Jun (*RWH).

Blackpotl Warbler: 1 was late at Ames on 1 Jun (PM).
Cerulean Warbler; The peak number was 26 in Allamakee Co. (DK) and the

most westerly at Ledges S.P. (JD, SD, JPSc).
Prothonotary Warbler: 3 pair bred at Big Sand Mound Pr. (PP).
Worm-eating Warbler: An intensive search for this species in SE Iowa

yielded 3 at Shimek F . on 14 Jun (RWH), 2 at Lacey- Keosauqua S.P.
(David Bowles fide RWH), and 1 at Wildcat Den S.P. (Jon Stravers fide
RWH). The only other location was 1 at Amana Woods on 12 Jun (CJB),

Ovenbird: Koenig noted 25 at Yellow River F. on 10 Jun, 21 at Shimek F.
on 5 Jun, and 19 at Lacey- Keosauqua S.P. on 4 Jun. One was found at
Preparation Canyon in W Iowa on 4 Jul (BPa, LPa).

Louisiana Waterthrush: Small numbers were reported from the usual
locations; 13 were in Dubuque Co. on 18 Jun, including a nest with 5
eggs (DK),

Kentucky Warbler; Most were from typical locations, with 22 in Allamakee
Co, (DK) and 15 in Lee and Van Buren counties from 11 to 14 Jun
(RWH). Singles reported separately from Monona Co. on 5 Jun (GBr;
Andy Saunders and Neil Ratslaff fide TB) were more unusual.

Mourning Warbler: 1 heard and seen at Bloody Run, Clayton Co., on 9
Jun (RWH) was probably a late migrant.
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Hooded Warbler: 1 was at Brown's Woods, Des Moines, on 3 Jun (RL); 3
males were at Amana Woods on 6 Jun (RKM); and 2 birds were at Yellow
River F. (DK).

Canada Warbler: 2 were found again in Dubuque Co. on 18 Jun (DK).
Yellow-breasted Chat: 1 at Lacey- Keosauqua S.P. on 4 Jun, 1 at Grinnell

on. 22 Jun, and 4 at Hawthorn L. on 16 Jul (DK); singles at Big Sand
Mound Pr. on 1 Jun (PP, LL), n of Iowa City on 24 Jun (TJS), Sweet
M. on 26 Jun (RKM), and in S Van Suren Co. on 28 Jun (JPSa).

Summer Tanager: Reports were from Monona Co. on 5 Jun (Neil Ratslaff
fide TB), Van Buren W.A, on 6 Jun (DK), w of Argyle, Lee Co., on 12
Jun (RWH), Preparation Canyon on 4 Jul (6Pa, LPa), and Lacey-
Keosauqua S.P, on 5 Jul (JPSa).

Scarlet Tanager: 1 was in Monona Co. on 5 Jun (Andy Saunders fide TB).
Lark Sparrow: A nest with 5 young was found at Big Sand Mound Pr. on

1 Jun (PP, LL), and a pair with young were in Sioux Co, on 23 Jul
(GBr); other reports were from Fremont and Mills counties.

Henslows Sparrow: 2 were found at Volga River A. on 8 Jul (RKM), a
new location for this species. One was at Hayden Pr. on 17 Jul (SD).

Bobolink: A flock of 80 were e of Decorah on 31 Jul (JPSc).
Western Meadowlark: 1 was noted on 4 Jun at Lacey- Keosauqua S.P. (RC),

an area where easterns predominate.
Great-tailed Grackle: Two males and a female were discovered at Riverton

A, and the female was feeding 1 to 2 young on 9 and 15 Jul (*WRS,
*FM, *BLW, *PP).

Orchard Oriole: Reports were from Story, Mahaska, Poweshiek, Johnson,
and Muscatine counties.

House Finch: A male visited a Davenport feeder on 17 Jun (*Bill and Ann
Barker)

,

CONTRIBUTORS

Eugene Armstrong, Booneville; Bill and Ann Barker, Davenport; Carl J.
Bendorf, Iowa City; Gordon Brand, Orange City; Tanya Bray, Omaha NE;
Raymond Cummins, Pocahontas; James Dmsmore, Ames; Steve Dinsmore,
Ames: Bruce Ehresman, Boone: J, Donald Gillespey, Lamoni; James L.
Hansen, Clear Lake; Ronald V. Harms, Laurens; Douglas C. Harr,
Larchwood; Robert W. Howe, Des Moines; Thomas Kent, Iowa City; Darwin
Koenig, Montezuma; Rene Laubach, Des Moines; Steve Lekwa; Paul
Martsching, Ames; Francis L. Moore, Waterloo; D. Dean Mosman, Elkhart;
Robert K, Myers, Waterloo; Michael C. Newlon, Iowa City; Babs Padelford,
Bellevue NE; Loren Padelford, Bellevue NE; Peter Petersen, Davenport;
Beth Proescholdt, Liscomb; James P. Sandrock, Iowa City; Joseph P.
Schaufenbuel

, St Lucas; Conrad F. Schlemmer, Council Bluffs; W. Ross
Silcock, Malvern; Thomas J. Staudt, Iowa City; David Webber, Montezuma;
Barbara L. Wilson, Hastings; and Hank Zaletel, Ames.

OTHER OBSERVERS

Eloise Armstrong (EuA); Kurt Baker (JLH); Brian Blevins ( PP) ; Corey
Blevins (PP); Mike Brown (JD); Lanny Haldy (CJB); Al Hancock (JLH);
Phyllis J. Harris (BPr); Erv Klaas (JLH); Jim Kline (JLH); James Kovanda
(TB); Sandy Kovanda (TB); Larry Linder (PP); Christyna M. Laubach
(RL); Dave Newhouse (JLH); Mary Lou Petersen (PP); Mark Proescholdt
(BPr); B. J. Rose (TB); Nancy Slife (BPr); and Ramona Sommerlot (BPr).

COMMENT

I would like to thank Carl Bendorf and Tom Staudt for compiling most of
the data for the summer season. I wish I could thank Jim Sandrock for the
weather in addition to his excellent report. Although the season was hot
and unexciting, coverage remained reasonable. The surveys of wooded
areas in E Iowa by Darwin Koenig and Bob Howe and colleagues were
particularly useful.
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Chestnut^sided Warbler Nest — On July 21, 1983 Edwin Miller, David Webber
and I found a nest of the Chestnut-sided Warbler {Dendroica pensylvanlca) in

Section 3, Deep River Township, Poweshiek County, Iowa. We were first attracted

to the nest area when we saw the male with a worm in its mouth. As we approached
closer, the male began scolding us. After a short seach we found the nest in a patch
of blackberries (Rubus sp,). The nest contained one young Brown-headed Cowbird
(Molothrus ater) approximately half-grown.

The nest was attached to blackberry and multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora)
stems and was about 2V2 feet above the ground. The habitat was an old pasture,

overgrown with honey locust (Giedltsia triacanthos), hawthorn (Crataegus sp.)
f

blackberry and multiflora rose. Mature oak-hickory woodland bounded the area of

three sides.

Prior to 1900, the Chestnut-sided Warbler nested throughout Iowa, although it

was locally distributed (Anderson 1907). It soon disappeared as a breeding bird
however, as neither DuMont (1933) nor Brown (1971) knew of any nesting records
in this century. Adults feeding fledged young out of the nest were found at the
Volga River Recreation Area on July 6, 1978 (Schaufenbuel 1979). Other summer
reports and possible nesting of the Chestnut-sided Warbler were summarized by
Schaufenbuel (1979).
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The Living Birds of Eric Ennion — John Busby — Victor Gollaniz-David &
Charles, North Pomfret, Vt. — 128 p. t 60 p. of color illus. — 1982 — $21,00.

Most Americans are probably not familiar with Eric Ennion. He was a British
doctor who turned to nature in his later years and established Field Study Centers
where anyone could come to study nature. He also wrote and broadcast to reach a
large audience. His work does not include great detail but shows the subject in
various activities which convey the feel of the bird nicely. His hope was that people
would learn to see and enjoy birds as they really are and this well produced book
provides insight into his approach, ed.
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The Hummingbirds of North America — Paul A* Johnsgard — Smithsonian
Inst, Press, Wash. D.C. — 303 p., 16 color plates, 20 maps — 1983 — $35.00.

The book covers only the 23 hummingbird species recorded in the

United States. They are illustrated in color, their ranges mapped and for each the

author provides range, details subspecies, measurements, weights, complete
descriptions, identification points, habits, movements, foraging behavior, floral

ecology, breeding biology and evolutionary and ecological relationships. Several

appendices treat the origins of Latin names, a key to identification, a synopsis for

all species of the world (name and range), a synoptic identification guide for all

species in key form, an index to location of color plates in various references and
hummingbird-adapted plants of North America. A glossary, 200 entry

bibliography and index round out the book. It is up to the author’s usual high

standard and if it were entitled ’’hummingbirds of the U.S.” one could find no
overall fault, ed.

Birds of Southern California’s Deep Canyon — Wesley W. Weathers — U. of

California Press, Berkeley— 266 p., 28 color photos, many maps, b & w photos, line

drawings, maps and charts — 1983 — $35.00.

The Deep Canyon is a diverse area lying between Palm Desert and Santa Rosa
Mountain in the central part of Southern California. The area dealt with is 19 km
wide and 34 km long, about 240 sq. miles. To date 217 species have been recorded

with 112 breeding species. For each breeder the author discusses the local

distribution, population, dynamics and ecology. The bird communities of each

habitat are also carefully examined. I visited Santa Rosa Mountain in 1979 and was
impressed by the diversity in the 8,700 foot gradient’s natural habitat. The book is

an excellent study of a very small geographic area and can serve as a good model

for other workers, ed.

Once Upon a River — Bird Life and Habitat Changes on the Middle Gila —
Amadeo M. Rea — Univ. of Arizona Press, Tucson — 285 p., 29 b & w photos — 1983

— $24.50.

Many rivers in the Southwest have dried up due to trapping of beaver, over-

grazing, woodcutting and damming. The Gila is representative and this story of

the fate of its bird life is typical. The book presents species accounts of the birds

and relates this to the broader question of habitat deteriroation. For each species

the author discusses ethnographic background, historic and modern records,

taxonomy and change. It is a valuable documentation of a problem of great con-

cern for all interested in the environment, ed.

Hummingbirds — A. J. Mobbs, 192 p., 32 color photos — L-18.00 and Parrots,

Lories and Cockatoos — David Alderton — 186 p., 8 color plates — L 9.50 — both

1982, dist by Saiga Pub. Co. Ltd., Surry, U.K.

These two books are covered primarily to indicate they are avicultural titles

with little application for birders. The parrot book does include range maps and
some descriptive notes, ed.

The Birds and Blrdlore of Samoa — Corey & Shirley Muse — Pioneer Press,

Walla Walla, WA— 156 p., 77 color photos and illus. — 1982 — paperbound, $15.00.

This little book would be quite useful for anyone birding Samoa. It covers 72

species, of which 37 are residents and all but 6 of these are endemics. The authors,

who taught on the islands, also include many Samoan legends which relate to

birds. The size permits easy inclusion for the airline traveler who might be visiting

several South Pacific locations, ed.
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SCANS Key to Birdwatching — Virginia C. Homgren — Timber Press, Por-

tland, OR — 176 p., many line drawings — 1983 — paperbound, $12.95,

Here is another approach to birding for the novice. This one features scanning

to identify by size, colors, actions and notes (calls). The book starts with small

birds and each page has a letter color code on the margin. As with all systems of

keys the category assignment must be correct or you get in the wrong group. Very
large is a group including birds as small as a Ruddy Duck for example. Another

problem comes with the inclusion of only 200 species in the key with other species

just mentioned. I suspect most beginners will probably find a conventional field

guide with color plates more useful, ed.

Banquets for Birds — Patrice Benneward — Nat. Audubon Soc., 950 3rd Ave.,

NY — 25 p. — 1983 — paperbound, $1.60 post. incl.

This nicely done little booklet is subtitled “Suggestions for Supplementary

Feeding.” It provides a concise outline for attracting birds including plantings and

water needs. It contains a chart on food preference and should prove as useful to

the neophite to feeding birds as most expensive volumes, ed.

How to Attract Birds— Michael McKinley — Ortho Books, San Francisco — 96

p., 155 color ph. — 1983 — paperbound — $5.95.

This offering is more complete than the Aud. Soc. booklet and includes some
identification information and photos. The drawings of watering, feeding and

houses are very well done and helpful. Unfortunately three pair of photos have the

captions reversed and another is incorrect. Despite this drawback the book is

overall quite valuable for one getting into bird feeding, ed.

American Ornithologists’ Union
THE AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION, oldest and largest of the

ornithological societies in North America, is celebrating the hundredth an-

niversary of its founding in 1983. Its quarterly journal, THE AUK, now includes

about 1,000 pages a year of papers on a wide variety of ornithological topics. The
long-awaited sixth edition of the AOU Checklist of North American Birds will be
published in time for the centennial meeting. If interested in knowing more about

the AOU please write to Membership Chairman Dr. Gustav A. Swanson, Depart-
ment of Fishery and Wildlife Biology, Colorado State University, Ft. Collins, Colo.

88523.

XIX Congressus Inlernationalis Ornithologicus
At the XVIII International Ornithological Congress in Moscow the Inter-

national Ornithological Committee accepted the invitation of the National Museum
of Natural Sciences of Canada and of the Canadian ornithological community to

hold the XIX Congress in Canada. The Congress will be held in Ottawa, Canada,
from 22-29 June 1986. It elected Dr. Prof. Klaus Immelmann (West Germany) as

President of the Congress, Dr. Henri Ouellet (Canada) was designated as
Secretary-General.

Details about the general and scientific programs, field excursions, and other

activities during the Congress will be available later.

Those interested in participating in the Congress are urged to inform the

Secretariat in order to obtain announcements and application forms.

Correspondence should be addressed to The Secretary-General, Dr. Henri Ouellet,

XIX Congressus Interna tionalis Ornithologicus, National Museum of Natural
Sciences, National Museums of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1A GM8.
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3rd Annual Field School Scheduled

Mines of Spain Autumn Seminar
OCTOBER 14, IS and 16, 1983

The Mines of Spain “Autumn Seminar” is an unique two and one-half day field

school that offers a diverse program of cultural and natural resource studies

taught by distinguished researchers, educators, and historians. The setting for the

seminar is the Paleozoic plateau landform region of northeastern Iowa
;
the focus

is the Mines of Spain, an ecologically and culturally rich 1,260-acre nature reserve

located along the bluffs of the Mississippi River south of Dubuque, Iowa. The
Autumn Seminar is designed to provide a range of educational opportunities for

persons interested in ecology and cultural history, Participants include con-

servationists, nature enthusiasts, historians, educators, and students.

The Mines of Spain Autumn Seminar is cosponsored by the Iowa Conservation

Commission and the State Preserves Advisory Board. The Autumn Seminar will

be held rain or shine outdoors. Participates will be responsible for their own
lodging. A primitive camping area will be made available to participants wishing

to camp. Program registration cost is $20 per person. The Saturday evening

banquet is $20, and the evening Riverboat Cruise is $2. For registration in-

formation contact: Ken Smith, Conservation Recreation Planner, Wallace State

Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50309, 515-281-5815.

I.O.U. Materials
Available from Mrs. Patricia Layton, Librarian, 1580 Linmar Dr., Cedar

Rapids, la. 52402.

Birding Areas of Iowa — Peter C. Petersen, ed— 1979— $4.85 postage paid,

Iowa Bird Life—back issues—$2.00 each, postage paid or inquire.

Available from Hank Zaietel, Treas., 715 West St., Colo, la. 50056.

Reporting Obs. of Birds Seen in Iowa, T, H. Kent—from I.R.L.—1981—$2.00
postage paid.

Checklist of Iowa Birds (1982 I.B.L.) $2.00 postage paid.

I.O.U. Decals (for outside windows)—$.70 postage paid.

I.O.U. Arm Patches—$1,70 postage paid.

I.O.U. Field Checklists—1983—one .25 postage paid; 6-. 60 postage paid; 12-

$1.00 postage paid; 25-$1.60 postage paid; 50-$3.00 postage paid, sample enclosed.

All checks payable to The Iowa Ornithologists’ Union.

Request for information on the Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo llneatus).

Please send any information on. . .

—possible nesting locations

—any spring, summer, or late winter sightings

Please include date, number sighted, county, township, section(s), and name
of nearest stream to — Jon Stravers, P.O. Box 32, Pella, IA 50219

Any I.O.U. members interested in the Red-shouldered Hawk nesting survey

are invited to participate.

Dues notices are enclosed.

Please pay your dues promptly.


