
 Picture here  

 

Jo
h

n
 B

ar
le

yc
o

rn
 o

r 
A

lc
o

h
o

lic
 M

em
o

ir
s 

Ja
ck

 L
o

n
d

o
n

 

John Barleycorn or Alcoholic Memoirs 
By Jack London (1876-1916) 

Jack London died at the age of forty. In this 
autobiographical work, London describes his life as 
seen through the eyes of John Barleycorn (alcohol). 
There is much controversy about the cause of his 
death just as there is about alcoholism and addiction. 
London’s brutally frank and honest analysis of his own 
struggles and bouts with alcohol was way before its 
time and more modern theories of addiction. With 
remarkable candor and insight, London describes the 
demons and gods he encountered through both friend and enemy, John 
Barleycorn. (Summary by Peter Kelleher) 

Read by Peter Kelleher; total running time: 09:43:45.  In addition to the reader, 
this audio book was produced by Mary Anderson (meta-coordinator & 
cataloging). 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified permission. 
For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  

Cover picture by Chris Huh (2007) (http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Glass_of_whisky.jpg). 
Author photo from “The Book of Jack London” by Charmian London, published by Century Company 
(1921). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover 
design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  
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