
Diary - Van Deusen 

Lae to Pindiu, Huon Peninsula, T. N. G. 21 April 1964 (Tuesday) 

In 1959 I saw the Saruwaged Mountains, the Cromwell Mountains, and 

the Rawlinson Range in the blue distance from the 15000 foot summit of 

Mt. Wilhelm in the massive Bismarck Range. That was when I determined to 

take an expedition into the heart of the storied Huon Peninsula, as rugged 

a bit of New Guinea as there is! The country that Christian Keysser, the 

German missionary-collector, Lane-Poole the botanist, Ernst Mayr}ornithologist, 

Detzner the German fugitive during World War I, Terry White the young 

Australian Patrol Officer whose name became a byword among his native 

friends for his love of climbing in the high country, and a few others of 

ventursome spirit found so fascinating. And now it is my turn! I so wish 

that Len Brass could have stepped into the Aztec with me this morning! This 

is the first of the Archbold Expeditions he has missed. But the spirit of 

this hard-bitten Australian will always be with me in the out-back. In 

his place is "Ru" Hoogland, the Dutch-born botanist. Len and I first met 

him in 1953 on the Cape Voge(L Peninsula when we invited him to collect with 

us for a week in the hills behind Menapi. He is now married to an Australian 

girl and lives in Canberra. A strong walker and an excellent botanical 

collector, but a damned stubborn Dutchman, still. There may be a personality 

conflict among Ru, Stan, and Ken. However, he is first of all a professional 

and I have confidence we can endure. His report on the knocked-about 

condition of the Finschhafen environment was the key to our fixing on Pindiu 

as our base of operations in the center of the Huon. This cuts down on the 

time Stan and I will have in lowland rain forest, but on the other hand it 
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will give us more time for our higher elevation transects. 

Laurie Crowley, owner of Crowley Airways and the best "bush pilot in 

New Guinea (than which there is no higher accolade!), shoe-horned Ru, me, 

and the rest of our collecting gear into his Aztec, and in seconds we 

winged down the runway and over the bow of the Jap freighter still 

sticking above the waters of the Huon Gulf. Our flight was made in 

cloudless skies, but off to port (north) we could see just a bit of early 

morning cloud forming over the remotes Saruwageds. The Cromwell Mountains, 

their most easterly extension, were clear in the morning sun, and we had 

a beautiful view of the Rawlinson Range, rising steeply out of the Gulf, 

as we flew east paralleling its forested flanks. As we approached the 

mouth of the Mongi River, Laurie, flying at about 6000 feet, changed 

course to the northeast, crossed a high ridge west of the river, and then 

followed the Mongi north for a few miles until the tiny east-west airstrip 

at Pindiu came into sight. Encircled by hills it is the usual one-way, one- 

chance landing strip! Laurie made it look easy. Stan was there to greet 

us, and was busily taking moving pictures of the plane's arrival. 

The Corporal of the Pindiu Patrol Post had our cargo taken down to 

a very good "timber house" at one corner of the runway. We spent the rest 

of the morning "lining up" and sorting our gear. Pindiu will be our 

supply base for a good part of the expedition. It is less than thirty 

minutes flight from Lae, and the local Patrol Officer has been asked by the 

District Commissioner and the A. D. 0. in Lae to give us all possible help. 

However, this is New Guinea, and an hour ’ s walk from an airstrip puts you 

on your own! Ru and STan were both feeling crook so we took an early break 

and walked west along the strip, and up the hill past the house kiap to our 





grass house. The latter had been the house of the P. 0. until a few months 

before when a "proper house" was built for the Willards. Perfectly suited 

to the climate at an elevation of 3000 feet this native-built grass hut 

on posts with thatched roof and open-air veranda for working space became 

"home" immediately. We christened it the Country Club! After a bit of 

cold lunch we put up our simple knockdown cots, and organized our collecting 

gear. 

Later Stan and I walked west along a trail that climbed out of our 

little dead-end valley, and passed over the crest of the ridge to the 

north-west. The weather was clear and we had lovely views of the surrounds 

of Pindiu and the valley of the Mongi. Clouds then drifted in and closed 

the view and wetted the grass along the ridge trail. This is highly 

disturbed country and we must plan to move out to good primary forest in 

a week or two. 

We called at the house kiap to pay our respects to "Ren" Willard. 

Her husband will be on patrol until next Saturday. "Ren" is the sister of 

Jim Sinclair whom we met in Wau in 1959 where he was A. D. 0. "Ren" is 

most hospitable and loves New Guinea. She does not simply "endure" the 

country as do so many Australian wives. After a cup of tea or two we 

waited out a hard rain that moved south down the narrow Mongi River valley 

(3 P.M.). The new house kiap is attractive and located about 100 yards 

from our "Country Club"; it looks east over the airstrip and to the 

mountains beyond the Mongi. 

After kai I walked through the local garden patches. The moon was out, 

the air was soft and smelled of the tropics, and the swish of flying fox 

wings filled the air. Most of them are Dobsonia. I shot my first fox of 
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the trip, an old male, near a large breadfruit tree. The moon will be full 

in a few days and jack-lighting will suffer. There were a few small bats 

flying at dusk near our grass house. Their turn will come tomorrow night. 

A small frog that calls persistently from a pandanus has aroused our curiosity 

and Stan hopes to record its song. 

Ken is on the ball and has organized a small house and a bath house 

down the slope from our hut. Kim, my good friend and cook from Goodenough 

Island, has not arrived in camp yet so Ken whipped up a proper kai, hot stew 

with kidneys and meat balls. No jacking tonight. The trail STan and I 

followed earlier in the day has only second or third growth trees. We will 

have to go a lot further out to find arboreal marsupials. However, there 

are bandicoot signs in the gardens. A full day. How satisfying to be 

in the bush again! 





Diary - Van Deusen 

Pindiu Patrol Post 22 April 1964 (Wed.) 

Great excitement this morning while I was making up the "fox". 

A man came in with a green tree python, very "tame", very beautiful. 

A combination of faint blue streaking on a lovely green bakcground. 

He almost seems to "enjoy" being handled. Ken purchased him for 

four marks (shillings). Ru Hoogland's tent bag makes a fine python 

home! "Ren" Willard had come over to watch me measure, skin, and 

catch Dobsonia's ectoparasites. She seemed quite swept up in the 

feeling of excitement in a camp full of naturalists. "Ren" sent 

us half a tea cake for lunch. 

Ken has arranged for a cook and a laundry boy until Kim and 

the others arrive in Lae on the "Bev" from Samarai. Ken has 

contrived a cook shed out back made out of old swag bags. Ru 

and Ken have also rigged the botanical tent. 

In the afternoon Stan and I cut north from Pindiu into what 

looked like good forested country, but, even though there are enough 

trees to put up a good show from a distance, the forest is much 

bashed about - garden patches are everywhere. The trail wound 

through a sago palm swamp. Bird life was not very plentiful and 

few were observed. We found one pile of cut and bundled sago leaves, 

and a pile of logs cut for a banus (fence). 

Tonight Stan, Tobram, and I jacked the same trail. Stan shot 

his first New Guinea mammal, a Dobsonia, but it fell in a tangle of 

brush and a half-hour search failed to turn it up. We collected a 
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geeko on top of a palm leaf; also a large ranid. Stan shot a 

frogmouth, thinking it was a mammal! An honest mistake. I did 

the same thing in Cape York when I was new to the game. Stan, of 

course, will make it up as a study skin. Nothing shot or trapped 

is ever wasted on our expeditions. We were disappointed not to 

find ringtails and cuscuses. Dobsonia is everywhere! This track 

may be good for Rattus - certainly exulans. I have my mosquito 

bar rigged over my cot tonight. Not many mossies here but the 

few that are can go suck blood elsewhere. I am taking aralen - 

6 tabs each week - 3 times the recommended dosage. I have never 

had a lost hour in the field due to malarial fever! 

Monday 
On Ken Mac Gowan flew here to Pindiu in the Aztec, 

piloted by Bill Rodgers, one of Laurie Crowley's crew. This was 

an early morning flight made in good weather. Stan and Tobram, 

my Chimbtl friend and mammal assistant, made the second flight 

(also with cargo). They ran into rain and had to circle Pindiu 

several times. *T"we RertWiklDCR or out* CfU"l£ I fc! 

"T"H E ^x.TEt 1- KrVC So*lE PRoTCR IJooTS . 
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Diary - Van Deusen 

Masba Creek Camp 4 May 1964 (Monday) 

The "boys” spent the day clearing our camp site. Several good lizards 

turned up. One was virtually legless. Another large one had normal-sized 

legs. Stan Grierson photographed, both. 

Water is no problem. They bring it to camp from the Creek in 

sections of bamboo - about six feet long, up to 5-6 inches in diameter. 

Qur remaining cargo came in from Pindiu: 7 black boxes, 1 bag of rice, 

1 bag of sugar. About 20 + carriers. They "tried us" for 6 hours carry! 

We settled for "four marks". Ken MacGowan is fair, and an excellent 

"public relations man". 

Stephen Gibson, a Cadet Patrol Officer from Pindiu, came into camp 

just at dark, and we invited him to stay with us for the night. He also 

had Kai with us. 

Tobram and I, and Stan and Wawaina went jacking tonight after dinner. 

We saw nothing, but Stan shot at a Nyctimene that had "hung up" near 

the main trail south. No "damage done - she was alive and vigorous. I 

We 
could find^shot holes - believe the force of the shot-gun explosion made 

her lose her balance! Wawa spotted a green python; this was brought to camp 

alive. No other mammals seen or heard. Ru Hoogland tells me this is 

practically pure rain forest - and camp is at an elevation of 2000 feet! 

We are on a rather limited bench high above and west of the turbulent 

Mougi River. 





Diary - Van Deusen 

Masba Creek Camp 5 May 1964 (Tuesday) 

Sunny most of the day. It helped to dry out our camp clearing. Rain 

began to fall just at bat-shooting time (6:10 P.M.). However, it did 

not rain long. We saw Pipistrellus and Emballonura, but our wing shooting 

is still a bit rusty! We caught some rain in a plastic 

sheet for drinking water. Kim baked a new batch of bread - good! 

We had our first Melomys of the trip in one of Tobram's traps; large 

with white underparts - in rain forest. I made it up; also two Miniopterus 

that I brought down from our base camp at Pindiu. Stan photographed lizards, 

and he is keeping the Nyctimene alive for photographing. Ken shot a very 

large butterfly with a 12 gauge shot-gun (#9shot). Still alive but 

riddled with shot. Stan tried to photograph the proboscis. 

We rigged the botanical tent that Ru Hoogland and I sleep in in 

another location. Ken also rerigged his. Edewawa, our flower-flower boy, 

built a good "throne" for the small house! Mammals skins are drying in 

the tent on the usual pata-pata rigged in the V of the tent. The reason 

for our move is a large leaning tree. Len Brass impressed on me the 

danger of being in the fall-line of rain forest trees! It also interferes 

with bat shooting in the camp clearing. The tree must come down; it 

won't be wasted because Ru will collect samples. This was a big project. 

We tape-recorded the sounds of chopping and the cries of the men. 

About 100 assorted traps are out tonight. I used rat and bat bodies 

to bait a concealed 2-trap set at the end of a log over a gulley. Davida 

has his traps down on the Masba Creek. Flying foxes over camp tonight, 

but we cannot see them or shine their eyes. Some small mammal was "singing 

out" in a tree just outside our tent. I saw a pair of small eyes fleetingly. 





Fired but nothing down. 

Stephen Gibson C. P. 0. went south to the Kua River, a western 

tributary of the Mongi, but found his way blocked. The log bridge had 

been washed away, the water muddy and flowing strongly. There are two 

men with dogs in camp tonight. We hope they will help us to hunt 

wallabies, but often they are just passing through. 





Diary - Van Deusen 

Masba Creek Camp 9 May 1974 (Saturday) 

Three Melomys in traps last night. I am skinning out and making all 

Melomys up these early days of the expedition for the simple reason that 

they are so very tender - sk inned. I don't want Tobram and Davida to 

"break in" again on this particular rodent. 

Diwas, our "mail boy", came into camp from Pindiu with a note from 

Mrs. Ren Willard, the Patrol Officer' s wife. She sent us a tin of 

home-made "biscuits" (cookies to an American!). No plane to Pindiu from 

Lae today, so again no mail from home. 

We put up a mist net across the small brook south of camp. New trap 

lines out. 

Tonight Stan and I went out on Tobram's newly completed jacking 

trail west of camp. Stan shot at a roosting bird, but it fluttered off 

into the forest. So many birds in the tropical forests roost in the 

open. Compare this with birds of the temperate latitudes! They hide 

themselves well. We heard flying foxes, but as usual in this big forest 

we could not spot them. I shone the eyes of a large ranid, and caught it 

on the ground without trouble. Later we were almost at the top end 

(west) of the trail when I stopped for a moment to listen, as one frequently 

does when jacking (torch off, too). I heard a leaf rustle almost at my 

feet, and looked down to see the head of a large snake gliding slowly 

towards me. Stan and I did not realize from the two plus feet that we 

could see of the snake that it was an olive python (as Ken later informed 

us!). I shot it in the body with the .410 gauge (#12 shot) and Stan 

fired several rounds of .22 bird shot into the body before it turned 





belly up. We realized then the snake was harmless, but in New Guinea 

one treats all snakes with respect. The distal third of the body was 

patterned with lovely dark markings. There was much excitement in camp 

when Stan came in with it draped around his neck. The python will be the 

subject of much picture taking by Ken and Stan tomorrow, no doubt! Ken 

bemoaned the fact we did not bring it back alive. 





DIARY - VAN DEUSEN 

Masba Creek Camp 10 May 1964 (Sunday) 

Altimeter 9:00 A.M. 1890 Ft.; 9:30 P.M. 2020 Ft. 
Clear most of day; a little valley cloud in A.M. 
Temperature holding in low and middle 70's. 

Four Mglomys came in from our new traplines set on the path to and 

along the small, quiet forest stream about half a mile south of camp. 

No bats in our 3 mist nets yet; this quite surprises me. 

Stan Grierson photographed the large frog and the olive python that 

we brought in last night. One of the men from a local village (he also 

helped me put up the mist net across the small stream last night) caught 

a M&lomys by hand in the rain forest this morning and brought it to me 

at the skinning table. We put it in our holding cage for small mammals, 

and later Stan made several photographic studies. 

Ru Hoogland collected a wild banana today. This species splits open 

flower-petal fashion; it is small and large-seeded. 

The python measured 10 feet one inch! Davida and Tobram skinned and 

cleaned it for the collection this A.M. The head and the VE>)T areas 

are left intact and injected with formalin solution. I collected a mass 

of worms from the stomach (preserved them) . Stan asked Kim to cut the 

skinned out body into sections and boil them for 45 minutes. Tonight ive 

had python steaks for kai-pan fried, like fish. Python has a faint taste, 

like chicken, but it is tough and stringy. Ken and Stan went at it with 

a will! Kim, who has been with me on three expeditions, looked on with a 
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grin but did not partake. Kim is not surprised at anything we do now! 

Ken took several pictures (flash) of our table group feasting on python. 

Ken and I went bat shooting along the small stream. Found one bat 

flying at 5:45 P.M. No luck. Stan and Tobram out jacking on Tobram's 

cut trail. They had five shots but failed to connect. In at 10:45 P.M. 

The mammal men, Tobram and Davida are allowed to use only our single- 

barreled shot-guns, because of their relative inexperience. Shells are 

issued to them each night, and the shells are given to me (even the spent 

ones) when they return to camp. We have never had a jacking accident on 

an Archbold Expedition, and this is one record I don't want broken! They 

are given their turn to shoot at eyes that "shine". Wing-shooting is one 

art that seems quite beyond them, even with practice. Even Ken and Stan 

are duds at it to date. Ken was a champion rifleman in the Port Moresby 

competitions, so I will be interested to watch his progress. Stan has 

no trouble with the daytime collecting of small birds. 





Diary - Van Deusen 

Masba Creek Camp May 1964 (Friday) 

Some sun in A. M. Temperature about 
73° most of day. Light rain while bat¬ 

shooting (6:00 - 6:30 P. M.). Rain at dinner. 

Dull day for mammals, except for the excitement of making up the 

Macruromys which is a real bonus rodent in New Guinea. It is very 

"delicate", not the skin, but the hair of parts of the back slips 

very easily even when fresh. We had our first Rattus ruber of the trip - 

from a trap near the small creek in rain forest south of camp. When 

is this "waste-basket" species going to be studied - we have ample 

material in New York now? I hope that Horner and Taylor involve 

themselves in New Guinea Rattus when they complete their Australian 

Rattus study. We also had a much battered and eaten Melomys. Also, a 

meri (woman - Pidgin English) brought in a Melomys without a tail. Stan 

shot five small birds for the collection. I gave Tobram permission to 

shoot a black cockatoo, one of several we have seen at this camp, for 

sing-sing feathers. A matter of morale! Tobram, who was with me on the 

1959 expedition, is from the Highlands - Mt. Wilhelm. He and his people 

value decorative bird plumage more than anything else in their 

circumscribed world. Different men even "own” the various bird-of- 

paradise display trees. Severe penalties are exacted for poaching. 

Davida asked us all to come up and help him clear the ground where he 

shot a small mammal while jacking last night (possibly an arboreal 

Pogonomys?). It was on a vine when shot. All we found was a tiny scrap 

of fur. Too close? Shot too heavy? We have quite a range of shot 

size (12 gauge, BB to #9; 410 gauge, #9 - #12) but occassionally we miscalcute! 
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Stan photographed the fore feet and hind feet of Macruromys for me. 

The light was too poor to take movies of our growing store of live snakes. 

Fresh bread today! We are eating well. Kim never loses his touch! 

A remarkable man and the best bush cook I've ever known (Len Brass is 

of the same opinion). 

Stan, Tobram , and I jacked from 8:30 P.M. to 9:45 on the upper 

(west) trail. We heard both Dobsonia, which hovers rather heavily beneath 

the canopy (unlike Pteropus which is always in the forest canopy), and 

Nyctimene, which has a peanut-vender-like whistle while in flight. 

However, we couldn't see a single individual-frustrating! Nyctimene 

should be caught in our mist nets, but no luck since Pindiu. No 

luck bat shooting at dusk. I do not like the slide-action gun I 

brought out for a trial. The shells stick in this humid rain forest 

climate. 





DIARY - VAN DEUSEN 

Masba Creek Camp 17 May 1964 (Sunday) 

Some rain off and on during the night. The drops of water falling 

from the tall trees hit the tent canvas like shot. Misty and dripping 

in camp in early A.M. Woke at 3:00 A.M. On expeditions my every sense 

seems to be alert, day and night. I came from the sound asleep condition 

to wide-awake in a flash. Some small mammal was calling above the tent; 

I'm almost certain no*/ that it is a sugar glider (Petaurus breviceps) . 

Ken MacGowan heard it, too, and came out of his tent. We could not 

locate our potential specimen. I am always amazed at myself on an 

expedition. At home I would not even dream of killing a bird or mammal. 

And yet in New Guinea every waking minute is attuned to taking specimens, 

everything from fleas to tree-climbing kangaroos! No flying foxes were 

about. 

Stan's back went crook on him today. It's a good thing that his 

chiropracter gave me a couple of hours instruction before we left home! 

I worked on it several times and managed finally to get the kinks out 

of it. Ru had a dizzy spell last night, but it passed off during the 

night. Must check to see if he is taking his aralen anti-malaria pills 

regularly. We are in relatively low country still and I insist that 

everyone in camp stay on the pill diet. Ru is collecting in heavy forest 

on the ridge above Masba Creek today. 

Davida, Tobram, and I moved the mist net from the gulley near Stan's 

tent up to the upper loop of our jacking trail. We also took in the two 

nets from the creek south of camp—one was put up on the lower loop. 
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No mammals in traps or nets last night. Rain-forest trapping is 

ever thus! We are actually far ahead of the usual trapping luck in 

such habitat in the tropics, so I am not complaining. I know of some 

collectors who may only take one mammal in up to 300-400 trap nights! 

We did solve the mystery of the loud hyla-like calls which begin each 

night shortly after dusk. Tobram, Davida, Stan, Ken, and I crept 

cautiously up on the spot where one was calling, shutting off our 

torches, and waiting. The species sings at about one minute intervals. 

We finally circled the spot and then Tobram and I saw the frog on the 

ground. Stan tape-recorded it successfully. However, he is having 

battery trouble-guaranteed for 15 hours, but we are lucky in these 

humid conditions to get much more than an hour. The frog had dark spots 

on the belly. We had a few poor wing-shots at small bats—no luck again 

We doctored up some of our bait today: added some Australian 

"luncheon meat", rum, flour, and alcohol. Tobram and Davida set out 

new trap lines today. We keep certain lines in the same spot for the 

duration of a stay in camp. Museum bait, which I grind up and pack 

tight in pressure-lid paint cans at home, will last indefinitely in the 

tropics—at least, this has always been my experience. Tastes good, too 
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