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   Hugo Ball

Ka ra wa ne   
The poem “Karawane,” is a German poem consisting of nonsensical words. The 
meaning however resides in its meaninglessness, reflecting the chief principle 
behind Dadaism.

Dada  or  Dadaism  is  a  cultural  movement  that  began  in  Zuerich , 
Switzerland,  during World  War I  and peaked from 19 16 to  1922.The movement 
primari ly  involved  v isual  arts ,  l iterature poetry,  art  manifestoes,  art—  
theory theatre ,  and  graphic  design,  and  concentrated  its  anti-war—  
pol it ics  through  a  rejection  of  the  prevail ing  standards  in  art  through 
anti-art  cultural  works.  I ts  purpose  was  to  r idicule  what  its  partic ipants 
considered  to  be  the  meaninglessness  of  the  modern  world.  In  addition  to 
being anti-war ,  dada was also  anti-bourgeois  and anarchistic  in  nature.

LibriVox volunteers bring you 17 recordings of Karawane by Hugo Ball. This was the 
Weekly Poetry project for December 5th, 2010.

This LibriVox recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed or modified without 
permission. The LibriVox objective is to make all books in the public domain available, for free, in 

audioformat on the Internet. For more information, or to volunteer, please visit librivox.org

Cover designed by Availle. This design is in the public domain.
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