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CONCERNING THE

ENGLISH NATION.

LETTER L

OF THE QUAKERS.

ftory of fo extraordinary a people were wor-

thy the attention of the curious. To ac-
quaint myfelf with them, I made a vifit to one of
the moft eminent Quakers in England, who after
having traded thirty years had the wifdom to pre-
fcribe limits to his fortune and to his defires, and
was fettled in a little folitude not far from Lon-
don. . Being come into it, I perceived a, fmall, but
regularly built houfe, vaftly neat, but without the
leaft pomp of furniture. The Quaker, who own-
ed it, was a hale ruddy complexioned old man, who
had never been affli¢ted with ficknefs, becaufe he
had always been infenfible to paflions, and a per-
feét ftranger to intemperance. I never in my life
faw 2 more noble or_a more engaging afpe(t than
his. He was drefled like thofe of his perfuafion,
in a'plin coat, without plaits in the {ides, or but-
tons on the pockets and fleeves; and had on a

A™2

I ‘W AS of opinion, that the doftrine and hi-
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beaver, the brims of which were horizontal, like
thofe of our clergy. He did not uncover himfelf
when T appeared, and advanced towards me with-
out once ftooping his body; but there appeared
more politenefs in the open, humane air of his
countenance, than in the cuftom ‘of drawing one
leg behind the other, and taking that from the
bead, which is made to cover it.. Friend, fayshe
to me, I perceive thou art a ffranger, but if I can
do any thing for thee, only tell me. Sir, fays I
to him, bending forwards, and advancing, as is
ufual with us, one leg towards him, I flatter my-
{elf that my juft curiofity will not give you the leaft
offence,  and that you will do me the honour to
inform me of the particulars of your religion.
The people of thy country, replied the Quaker,
are too full of their bows and compliments, but
T never yet met with one of them who had fo
much curiofity as thyfelf. Come in, and let us
firft dine together. I fiill continued to make fome
very unfeafonable ceremonies, it not being eafy to
difengage one’s felf at once from habits we have
‘been long ufed to; and after taking part of a fru:
gal meal, which began and ended with a prayer to
God, I began to queftion my courtcous hoft. I
opened with that which good Catholics have more
than once made to Huguenots. My dear Sir, fays
I, were you ever baptized ? T never was, replied
the Quaker, nor any of my brethren. Zouns,
faysI to him, you are not Chriftians then. Friend,
replies the old man in a foft tone of voice, fiear
not; we are Chriftians, and endeavour to be good
Chriftians, but we are not of opinion,- that the
fprinkling water on a child’s head . makes him a
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Chriftian. Heavens! fays I, fhocked at his im-
piety, you have then forgot that Chrift was baptiz-
ed by St. Johu. Friend, replies the mild Qualer
once again, fwear not.  Chrift indeed was bap-
tized by John, but he himfelf never baptized any
one. We are the difciples of Chrift, not of John.
I pitied very much the fincerity of my worthy
Quaker, and was abfolutely for forcing him to'get
himfelf chriftened. “Were that all, replied he ve-
ry gravely, we would fubmit chearfully to baptifor;
purely in compliance with thy weaknefs, for we
do not condemn any perfon who ufes it; but
then we think, that thofe who profefs a religion.of
fo holy, fo fpiritual a nature as that of .Chrift;
ought to abftain to the utmoft of their power from
the Jewith ceremonies, O unaccountable ! fays
I, what! baptifm a Jewith ceremony? Yes, my
friend, fays he, fo truly Jewidls, that a great many
Jews ufe the baptifm of John to this day. * Look
nto ancient authors, and thou wilt find that John
only revived this praltice; and that it had been
ufed by the Hebrewd, long before histime, i like
manner as the Mahometans imitated the Ithmaelites
in their pilgrimages to Mecca.  Jefus indeed fub-.
mitted to the baptifm of John, as he had fuffered
himfelf to be circumcifed; bat circumcifion and
the wafhing with water ought to be abolifhed by
the baptifim of Chrift, that baptifm of the {pirit,
that ablution of the {oul, which is the falvation of
mankind.  Thus the forerunner f3id, « I indeed
“ baptize you with water unto repsntagce; bat
“ he that cometh after me, is mightier than'l,
« whofe fhoes I am not worthy to bear: ke thall
« baptize you with the Holy Ghoft and with
A3



6 LETTERS CONCERNING

« fire +.” Likewife Paul, the great apoftle of
the Gentiles, writes as follows to the Corinthians;
« Chrift fent me not to baptize, but to preach
« the gofpelt;” and indeed Paul never baptized.
but two perfons with water, and that very much
againtt his inclinations. He circumcifed his difciple.
Timothy,and the other difciples likewife circumcifed
all who were willing to fubmit to that carnal ordi-
nance. But art thou circumcifed, added he ? Thave
not the honour to be fo, fays I. Well, friend, con-
tinues the Quaker, thou art a Chriftian without be-
ing circumcifed, and I am one without being
baptifed.  Thus did this pious man make a.
wrong, but very fpecious, application, of four or
five texts of feripture which feemed to favour the
tenets of his fect; but at the fame time forgot very
fincerely an hundred texts which made direltly a-
gainft them. I had more fenfe than to-conteft
with him, fince there is no poffibility of convinc-
ing an enthufiaft. A man fhould never pretend
to inform a lover of his miftrefs’s faults, no more,
than one who is at law, of i the badnefs of his
caufe; nor attempt to win overa fanatic by ftrength
of reafoning.  Accordingly I waved the fubjet.
Weir, fays I to him, what fort of a commu-
nion have you ? We have none like that thou hint-
eft at among us, replied he. How ! no commu-
nion, fays 1? Only that fpiritual one, replied he,
of hearts.  He then began again to throw out his
texts of feripture; and preached a moft eloquent
fermon againft that ordinance. He harangued in
a tone as though he had been infpired, to prove
that the facraments were merely of human inventi-
+ St. Matth, dii, 11, $ 1 Cor.iv 17,
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on, and that the word facrament was not “once
mentioned in the gofpel. Excufe, fays he, my ig-
norance, for I have not employed an hundredth
part of the arguments which might be Brought, to
prove the truth of our religion; but thefe thou thy-
felf mayeft perufe in the expofition of our faith
written by Robert Barclay. It is one of the beft
pieces that ever was penned by man; and as our
adverfaries confefs it to be of dangerous tendency,
the arguments in it muft neceffarily be very con-,
vincing. I promifed to perufe this piece, and my
Quaker - imagined he had already made a convert,
of me. He afterwards gave me an account, in few:
words, of fome fingularities which make this fect
the contempt of athers. Confefs, fays he, that
it was very difficult for thee to refrain from laugh:
ter, when I anfwered all thy civilities' without un-
covering my head, and at the fame time faid zhee
and thou to thee. However, thow appeareft to
me too well read, not to know that in Chrift’s
time no nation was fo ridiculous as to put the plu~
ral number for the fingular. Auguftus Caefar
himfelf was {poke to in fuch phrafes as thefe, ¢ I
¢ love thee, I befeech thee, I thank thee ;” but he
did not allow any perfon to call him Domine, Sir.
It was not till many ages after, that men would:
have the word You, as though they were double,:
inftead of Thou, employed in {fpeaking to them ;!
and ufurped the flattering titles of lordfhip, of e-
minence, and of holinefs, which mere worms be-
fltow on other worms, by afluring them that they.
are with a moft profound refpe&t, and an infamous *
falihood, their moft obedient, humble fervants.
It is to fecure ourfelves more flrongly from fuch

.
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a (hamelefs traffic of lies and fattery, that we thee
and theu a king with the fame freedom as we do
a beggar, and falute no perfon; we owing no-
thing to mankind but charity, and to the laws re-
fpet and obedience. . .

Oux apparel is alfo fomewhat different from
that of others, and this purely, that it may be a
perpetual warning to us not to imitate them, O-
thers wear the badges and marks of their feveral
dignities, and we thofe of chriftian humility. We
fly from all affemblies of pleafure, from diverfions
of every kind, and from places where gaming is
pradtifed; and indeed our cafe would - be very de-
plorable, fhould we fill with fuch levities, as thofe
1 have mentioned, the heart which ought to’ be
the habitation of God. 'We never {wear, not even
in a court of juftice, being of opinion that the
moft holy name of God ought not to be proftitut-
ed in the miferable contefts betwixt man and man.
When we are obliged to appear before a magi-
ftrate upon other people’s account, (for lawfuits
are unknown among the friends) we give evidence:
to the truth by fealing it with our yea or nay;
and the judges believe us on our bare affirmation,
whillt fo many other Chriftians forfwear them-
felves on the holy gofpels. - "We never war or
fight in any cafe; but it is not that we are afraid;
for fo far from fhuddering at the thoughts of
death, we, on the contrary, blefs the moment
which unites us with the being of beings ; but the
reafon of our not ufing the outward fword is, that
we are neither wolves, tigers, nor maftiffs, but
men and Chriftians. Our God, who has command-
ed 'us to love our cnemies, and to fuffer without
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repining, would certainly not permit us to crofs
the feas, merely becaufe murderers clothed in
fcarlet, and wearing caps two foot high, enlift
citizens by a noife made with two little fticks on an
afy’s fkin extended. - And when, 'after a vi€tory is
gained, the whole city of London is illuminated ;
when the fky is in a blaze with fire-works, and a
noife is heard in the air, of thankfgwmgs, of bells,
of organs, and of the cannon, we groanin filence,
and are’ déeply affected with fadnefs of - fpirit and
brokennefs of heart, 'for the fad havoc which i is
the occafion” of thofe public rejoicings.
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LETTER IL
OF THE QUAKERS,

SUCH was the fubftance of the converfation I
had with this very fingular perfon; but I was
greatly furprized to fee him come the Sunday fol
lowing, and take me with him to the Quakers
meeting. There are feveral of thefe in London,
but that which he carried me to ftands near the fa-
mous pillar called the monument. The brethren
svere already affembled at my entering it with my
guide. There might be about four hundred men
and three hundred women in the meeting. The
women hid their faces behind their fans, and the
men were covered with their broad-brimed hats;
all were feated, and the filence was univerfal. I
paft through them, but did not perceive fo much
as one lift up his eyes to look at me. This filence
lafted a quarter of an hour, when at laft one of
them rofe up, took off his hat, and after making
a variety of wry faces, and groaning in a moft
famentable manner, he partly from his nofe, and
partly from his mouth, threw out a ftrange, con-
fufed jumble of words, (borrowed as he imagined
from the gofpel) which neither himfelf nor any
of his hearers underftood. 'When this diftorter
had ended his beautiful foliloquy, and that the
ftupid, but greatly edified, congregation were fe-
parated, 1 afked my friend how it was poffible for
the judicious part of their affembly to fuffer fuch
a babbling. 'We are obliged, fays he, to fuffer
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it, becaufe no one knows when a man rifes up to
hold forth, whether he will be moved by the fpi
rit or by folly. In this doubt and uncertainty we
litten patiently to every ane, we even allow our
women to hold forth; two or three of thefe are
often infpired at one and the fame time, and itis
then that a moft charming noife is heard in the.
Lord’s oufe. You have then no priefts, ‘fays I
to him ? No, no, friend, replies the Quaker, to
our great happinefs. Then opening one of the
friend’s books, as he called it, he read the follow-
ing words in an emphatic tone: God forbid we
fhould prefume to ordain any one  to receive the
holy fpirit on the Lord’s day, to the prejudice of
the reft of the brethren. Thanks to the Almighty,
we are the only people upon earth that bave no
priefts. Wouldeft thou deprive us of fo happy a
diftin&tion 2 'Why fhould we abandon our babe
to mercenary nurfes, when we ourfelves have milk
enough for it ? Thefe mercenary creatures would
foon domineer in our houfes and deftroy both the
mother and the babe. God has faid, Freely you
have received, freely give. Shall we, after thefe
words, cheapen, as it were, the gofpel; fell the
Holy Ghoft, and make of an affembly of Chrifti-
ans a mere fhop of traders ? We do not pay a fet
of men clothed in black, to aflit our poor, to
bury our dead, or to preach to the brethren ; thefe
offices are all of too tender a nature, for us ever
to entruft them to others.  But how is it poffible’
for you, fays I, with fome warmth, to know whe-
ther your difcourfe is really infpired by the Al-
mighty? Whofoever, fays he, fhall implore Chrift
to enlighten him, and fhall publith the gofpel truths
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he may fecl inwardly, fuch an one may be affur-
ed that he is infpired by the Lord. He then
poured forth a numberlefs multitude of feripture-
texts, which proved, as he imagined, that there is
no fuch thing as Chriftianity without an immedi-
ate revelation, and added thefe remarkable words:
‘When thou moveft one of thy limbs, is it moved
by thy own power? Certainly not, for this limb is
often fenfible to involuntary motions; confequent-
ly he, who created thy body, gives motion to this
earthly tabernacle, And are the feveral ideas of
which thy foul receives the impreffion formed by
thy felf? Much lefs are they, - fince thefe pour in
upon thy mind whether thou wilt or no’;" confe-
quently thou receiveft thy ideas from him who
created thy foul: but as he leaves thy affetions
at full liberty, he gives thy mind fuch ideas as thy
affeétions may deferve; if thou liveft in God, thou
alteft, thou thinkelt in God. After this thou
needeft only but open thine eyes’ to that light
which enlightens all mankind, and'it is then thou
wilt perceive the truth, and make others perceive
it. Why this, fays I, is Malebranche’s doétrine
to a tittle. I am acquainted with thy Malebranche,
fays he; he had fomething of the friend in him,
but was not enough fo.

. Tuese are the moft confiderable particulars T
learntconceming the doftrine of the Quakers: in
my next letter I fhall acquaint you with their
hiftory, which you will find more - fi ngular than
their opinions.
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- .LE TT ER 1L
OF THE QUAKERS,

« 'YOU ‘have already heard-that the Quakers date
from Chrift, who according to them was the firft
Quaker. Religion, fay thefe, was ccrrupted a lit-
tle after his death, and remained.in that ftate of
corruption about 1600 yedrs. But there were
always a few Quakérs concealed-in the world, who
carefully preferved the facred fire, which was ex-
tinguithed in all but themfelves, till at Jaft this light
{pread itfelf in England in 1642.

. It was at the time when Great Britain was torn
to pieces by-the inteftine wars, which three or
four fe€tshad raiféd in the name of God, that one
George Fox, born in Leicefterfhire, and fon to a
filk-weaver, took it into his head to preach; and,
as he pretended; with all the requifites of a true a-
poftle, that is, without being able either to read
or write. He-was about twenty five + years of
age, irreproachable in his life and condu&, and a
holy madman.  Helwas equipped in leather from
head ro-foot,-and: travelled from one village to a-
nother; exclaiming - againt’ war and the clergy.
Had his inve&tives ‘been levelled againft the foldiery
only; - he- would' have been fafe enough; but he
inveighed againft ecclefiaftics.. Fox was feized at
Derby,:and being carried before a juftice of peace,
he-did not ‘'onée offerits puil: off! his Jeathern-hat ;
uponi which' an:iofficer- gave him 'a great box on’

B
4 Fox could read at that age.

»
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the ear, and cried to him, do not you know you.
are to appear uncovered before his worfhip? Fox
prefented his other cheek to the officer, and beg-
ged him to give him another box for God’s fake.
The juftice would have had him fworn before he
afked him any queftions: know, friend, fays Fox
to him, that I never fwear. The juftice obferving
he thee'd and thou’d him, -fent him to the houfe
of corretion in Derby, with orders that he fhould
be whipped there. Fox praifed the Lord all the
way he went to the houfe of correGtion, where
the juflice’s order was executed with the utmoft
feverity. The men, who whipped this enthufiaft,
were greatly furprized to hear him befeech them to
give him a few more la(hes for the good of his
foul. There was no need of intreating thefe peo~
ple;  the lafhes were repeated, ‘for which Fox”
thanked them very cordially, and began to preach.
At firft, the fpectators’ fell a laughing, but they
afterwards liftened to him and as enthufiafm is an
epidemical diftemper, many were perfuaded; and’
thofe who fcourged him became’his.firft difciples.
Being. fet at liberty, be ran.up.and down the coun-
try with a dozen profelytes at his heels, fill de-
claiming againft the clergy, and was whipped from
time to tiine.. PBeing ore day: fet in.the pillory,
ke harangued the croud in fo ftrong and moving a
manner, that fifty of the aunditors became his con-
verts, and he won the reft.fo much in his favour,
that his head being freed tumultuoufly from the
hole wkere it was faftened, the populace went and .
fearched for the church of England clergyman,
who had been chiefly inftrumental: int bringing him
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to this punifhment, and fet him on the fame pil-
lory where Fox had ftood.

Fox was bold enough to convert fome of Oli-
ver Cromwell’s foldiers, who thereupon quitted the
Afervice, and refufed to take the oaths. Oliver
having as great a contempt for # fe€t which would
not allow its members to fight, as Sextus Quintus
had for another fe&t, Dove non [ chiavava, began
to perfecute thefe: new converts. - The prifons
were crouded with them; but perfecution feldorh
has any other effet than to increafe the ‘number
of profelytes. Thefe came thercfore from their
confinement more ftrongly confirmed in the prin-
ciples they had imbibed, and followed by their
goalers, whom they had brought over to their be-
Yief. But the circumftances,  which contributed
chiefly to the fpreading of this fet, were as fo!-
low. Fox thought himfelf infpired, and conle-
quently was of opinion, that he muft fpeak in a
manner different from the relt of mankind. He
thereupon began to wreath his body, ' to fcrew up
his face, to hold in his breath, and to exhale it in
a forcible manner, infomuch that the prieftefs of
the Pythian god at Delphos could not have ated
her part to better advantage. Infpiration foon be-
came fo habitual to hiny, that he could fcarce deli-
ver himfelf in any other manner. ~ This was the
firft gift he communicated to his difciples. Thefe
aped very fincerely their mafter’s feveral grimaces,
and fhook in every limb the inftant the fit of in-
fpiration came upon them; whence they were cal-
ted Quakers. The vulgar attempted to mimic
lIhem, they trembled, they fpake through the no';
they quaked, and fancied themfelves .infpired by

; B2
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the Holy Ghoft. The only thing now wanting
was a few miracles, and accordingly they wrought
fome.

Fox, this modern patriarch, fpoke thus to a
juftice of peace, before a large affembly of people.
Friend, take care what thou doft: God will foon
punifh thee for perfecuting his faints. This magi-
firate being one who befotted himfelf every day
with bad beer and brandy, died of an apoplexy
two days after, the moment he had figned a mitti-
mus for imprifoning fome Quakers.. The fudden
death with which this juftice was feized, was not
afcribed to his intemperance, but was univerfally
looked upon as the effet of the holy man’s pre-
diftions; fo that this accident made more converts
1o Q_uakeri?m, than a thoufand fermons, and as
-many fhaking fits could have done. -Oliver, find-
ing them increafe daily, was delirous ‘of bringing
them over to his party; .and for that purpofe at-
tempted to bribe them by money. However, ’
they were incorruptible, which made him one day
de¢lare, that this religion was the only one he had
cver met with that had refifted the charms of gold.

Tur Quakers were feveral times perfecuted un-~
der Charles the fecond, not upon a religious sac-
count, but for refufing to pay the tythes, for thee-
ing and thou-ing the magifirates, and feor refufing
to take the oaths enacted by the laws.

Ar laft Robert Barclay, a'native of Scotland,
prefented to the king in 1675, his apology for
the Quakers, a work as well drawn up as the fub-
ject could poflibly admit. The dedication to Charles
the fecond is not filled with mean, flattering
encomiums, but abounds with bold touches in fa-
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vour of truth, and with the wifeft counfels.

{4

Thou haft tafted,” fays he to the king at the

clofe of his epiftle dedicatory, ¢ of profperity and
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adverfity ; thou knoweft what it is to be banith-
ed. thy native country; to be over-ruled as well
as to rule, and fit upon the throne; and being
oppreffed, thou haft reafon to know how hate-
ful the oppreffor is both to God and man: if,
after all thefe warnings and advertifements, thou
doft not turn unto the Lord with all thy heart;
but forget him who remembered thee in thy
diftrefs, and give up thyfelf to follow luft and
vanity, furely great will be thy condemnation.”
“ Acaixst which fnare, as well as the tempta*
tion of thofe, that may or do feed thee, and
prompt thee to evil, the moft excellent and pre-
valent remedy will be, to apply thyfelf to that
light of Chrift, which {kineth in thy confcience;
which neither can nor will.fatter thee, nor fuf-
fer thee to be at eafe in thy {ins; butdothan
will deal plainly and faithfully with thee, as
thofe that are followers thereof have plainly
done Thy faithful friend and fubje&t, Ro-
bert Barclay.”

A more furprizing circumftance is, that this e-

piftle, written by a private man of no figure, was
fo happy in its effeéts as to put a ftop to the pee:
fecution.

B3
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LETTER IV.
OF THE QUAKERS,

ABOUT this § time arofe the lluftrious Wil
liam Pen, who eftablilhed the power of the Qua-
kers in America, and would have made them ap-
pear venerable in the eyes of the Europeans,
were it poflible for mankind to refpeét virtue,
when revealed in a ridiculous light. He was the
only fon of vice-admiral Pen, favourite to the
duke of York, afterwards king James the fecond.

Wicrian Pey, at twenty years of age hap-
pening to meet with a + Quaker in Cork, whom
be bad known at Oxford, this man made a pro-
felyte of him; and William being a fprightly
youth, and naturally eloquent, baving a winning
2fpect, and a very engaging carriage, he foon gain-
ed over fome of his intimates. He casried mat-
ters fo far, that he formed, by infenfible degrees,
a fociety of young Quakers, who met at his houfe;
fo that he was at the head of a fet when a little
above twenty.

Being returned, after his leaving Cork, to the
vice-admiral his father, inftead of falling upon his
knees to afk him his blefling, he went up. to him
with hishat on, and faid, friend, 1 am very glad
to [ee thee in good Lealth. The vice-admiral i-
magined Lis fon to be crazy ; but foon finding he
was turned Quaker, he employed all the metheds
that prucence could fuggeft, to engage him to be-

§ 1666. 1 Thomas Lce,
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have and a& like other people.  The youth madé
no other anfwer to his facher,” than by exhorting
him to turn Quaker alfo. At laft his father ¢on-
fined himfelf 1o this fingle requeft, viz. that he
fhould wait upon the king and the duke of York
with his hat under his arm, and fhould not zhee
and thou them. William anfwered, that he could
not do thefe things for confcience fake; which
exafperated his father to fuch a degree, that he
turned him out of doors. Young Pen gave God
thanks, for permitting him to fuffer fo carly in
his caufe ; after which he went into the city,
where he held forth §, and made 2 great number
of converts.

Tre church of England clergy found their con-
gregations dwindle away daily; and Pen being
young, handfom, and of a graceful ftature, the
court, as well as the city ladies, flocked very de-
voutly to his meeting. The patriarch George
Fox hearing of his great reputation, came to Lon-
don (though the journey was very long) purely
to fee and converfe with him. Both refolved to
go upon miflions into foreign countries, and ac-
eordingly they embarked for Holland, after hav-
ing left labourers fufficient to take care of the
London vineyard.

Tueir Jabours were crowned with fuccefs in
Amfterdam ; but a circumftance, which refle&t-
ed the greateft honour on them, and at the fame
time put their humility to the greateft trial, was
the reception they met with: from Elizabeth the
princefs Palatine, aunt to George the firft of Great
Britain, a lady confpicuous: for her genius and

§ About 1668, and the 24th year of his age.
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knowlege, and to whom Des Cartes had dedicat-
ed his Philofophical Romance.

SHE was then retired to the Hague, where (he
received thefe friends, for fo the Quakers were at
that time called in Holland. This princefs had
feveral conferences with them in her palace, and
fhe at laft entertained fo favourable an opinion
of Quakerifm, that they confefled the was not
far from the kingdom of heaven. The friends
fowed likewife the good feed in Germany, but
reaped ‘very little fruit; for the mode of the
thee-ing and thou-ing was not approved of in a
country, where a nian is perpetually obliged to
employ the titles of highnefs and excellency.
‘William Pen returned foon to England, upon
hearing of his father’s ficknefs, in order to fee him
before he died. = The vice-admiral was reconciled
to his fon, and though of a different perfuafion,
embraced him tenderly. Willlam made a fruit-
lefs exhortation to his father not to receive the
facrament, but to die a Quaker; and the good
old man intreated his fon William to wear but-
tons on his fleeves, and a erape hatband in his
beaver ; but all to no purpofe.

‘WirLiam Pex inherited very large pofleflions,
part of which confifted in crown-debts, due to the
vice-admiral for fums hé had advanced for the
fea-fervice. No monies were at that time more
fecure than thofe owing from the king. Pen was
obliged to go more than once, and thee and thon
king Charles and his minifters, in order to re-
cover the debt; and at laft, inftead of fpecie, theé
government invefted him with the right and fo-
vereignty of a province of Americs, to the fouth
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‘of Maryland. 'Thus was a Quaker raifed to fo-
vereign power. Pen fet' fail for his* new do-
minions with two ‘thips freighted with Quakers,
-who followed his. fortune. The country wads
then called Penfilvania, from William Pen, who
there founded' Philadelphia, now the moft flourith-
ing city in that'country. The firft {tep he taok
was to enter into an alliance with his American
neighbours; and this is the only-treaty between
thofe people and the chriftians that was not_ratifi-
ed by an oath, and was never infringed. The new
fovereign was at the fame time the legiflator of
Penfilvaria, and enalted very wife and prudent
-Jaws, .none of which have ever been changed fince
his time.  The firft is to injure no perfon upon
a religious account, and ‘to confider as brethren
all thofe who believe in:one ' God. ‘
He had no{ooner fettled his government, but
feveral American merchants came and peopled ‘this
colony. The natives of the country, inftead of
flying into the woods, culiivated, by infenfible
degrees, -a friend(hip with the peaceable Quiakers.
They loved thefe foreigners as much ‘as they de-
telted the other chriftians who had conquered and
Jaid wafte America. In a little time, a great num-
ber of thefe favages (falfely fo called) charmed with
the mild and gentle difpofition of their neigkbours,
«came in crouds to William Pen; and befought
him to admit them into the number of his vafals.
It was very rare and uncommon for a fovereign
to be thee’d and thon’d by the meaneft of his fub-
jets, who never took their hats off when they
came into his prefence; and as fingular for a go-
vernment to be withont one prieft in it, and for
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a people to be without arms, either offenfive or
defenfive; for a bady of citizens to be abfolutely
undiftinguithed but by the public employments,
and for neighbours not to entertain the leaft jea-
loufy one againft the other.

Wireiam Pen might glory in havmg brought
down upon earth the fo much boafted golden age,
which in all probability never exifted but in Pen-
filvania. ~He returned to England to fertle fome
.affairs relating to his new dominions. = After the
.death of king Charles the fecond, king. James,
who had loved the father, indulged the fame af-
feftion to the fon, and no longer confidered him
as an obfcure feftary, but as a very great man.
The king’s politics on this - occafion agreed with
his inclinations. He was defirous of pleafing the
RQuakers, by annulling the laws made againft non-
corformifts, in order to have an opportunity, by
this univerfal toleration, of eftablifbing the Romith
religion. All the fetaries in England faw the
fnare that was laid for them, but did not give in-
to it; they never failing to unite, when the Ro-
.mith religion, their common enemy, is to be op-
pofed. Bat Pen did not think himfelf bound in
any manner to renounce his principles, merely to
favour proteftants, to whom he was odious, in
oppofition to a king who loved him. He had e-
ftablithed an univerfal ‘toleration with regard to
confcience in America, and would not have it
thought that he intended to deftroy itin Europe;
for which reafon he adhered fo inviolably to king
James, thata report prevailed univerfally of his be-
ing a Jefuit. This calumny affected him very
ftrongly, -and he was  obliged to jullify himfelf in
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ptint.  However, the unfortunate king James the
fecond, in whom, as.in moft princes of the Stuart
family, grandeur and weaknefs were equally blend-
ed ; and who, like them, as much overdid fome
things as he was fhort .in others, loft his king-
dom in a manner that is' hardly to be accounted
for. : :
Avvthe Englith feQarifts accepted from Wil
lam the third and his parliament, the toleration
and indulgence which they had refufed when of-
fered by king James. It was then the Quakers
began to enjoy, by virtue of the laws, the feveral

privileges they poflefs at this time. -Pen having at
" laft feen Quakerifim firmly eftablified in his native
country, went back to Penfilvania. His own
people and the Americans received him with tears
of joy, as though he had been a father who was
returnied to vifit his children.  All the laws had
been religioufly obferved in his abfence, a circum-
flance in which no legiflator had ever been hap-
py but himfelf. After having refided fome years
in Penfilvania, he left it, but with great reluc-
tance, in order to return to England, there to
{olicit fome matters in favour of the commerce of
Penfilvania. But he never faw it again, he dying
in Rufcomb in Berk(hire, anno 1718.

I am not able to guels what fate Quakerifm
may have in America, but I perceive it dwindles -
away daily in England. 1In ail countries where
fiberty of confcience is allowed, the eftabliihed re-
ligion will-at laft fwallow up all the reft. Qua-
kers are difqualified from being members of par-
Eament; nor can they -enjoy any poft or prefer-
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ment, becaufe an oath muft alivays be-taken om-
thefe occafions, and they never fwear. They are
therefore reduced to the neceffity of fubfifting up-
on traffic, Their children, whom the-induftry.of>
their parents has enriched, are defirous of enjoy-
ing honours, of wearing buttons and ruffles; and>
quite athamed of being called Quakers, they be-!
cdme converts to the church of England, merely
10 be in the fafhion.
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LOE T T BNV R SV

OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

ENGLAND is properly the country of feta-
rifts.  Multae funt manfioncs in - domo patris med,
(in my father’s houfe are many manfions.) = An
Engiithman, as one to whom liberty is natural,
may go to heaven his own way.”

NeverTaeress, though every one is permitted
to ferve God in whatever mode or fatliion he thinks
proper, yet their true religion,” that in which &
man makes bis fortune, is the fe€t of ‘epiftopasians
or churchmen, called the church of England, or
fimply the church, by way of emimence. No per-
fon can poffefs na employment, either in England
or Ireland, unlefs he be ranked among “the faith-
ful, that is, profefles himfelf a member of the
church of England. “This reafon (which carries
mathematical ev1derce with i) has converted fuch
numbers of diffenters of all perfua(' ons, that not
a twenticth part of the nation is out of the pale
of the eftablithed ‘church. The Englith clergy
have retained a great number of the Romifh ce-
remonies, and efpecially that of receiving, with
a moft fcrupulous attention, their tithes. They
alfo have the pious ambition to aim at fuperiority.

Moreover, they infpire very religioufly their
flock with a holy zeal againft diffenters, of all de-
nominations. This zeal was pretty violent under
the tories, in the four laft years of Queen Anne;
but was produltive of no greater mifchief than the

G
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breaking the windows of fome meeting-houfes,
and the demolifbing of a few of them. For re-
ligious rage ceafed in England with the civil wars;
and was no more under Queen Anne, than the
hollow noife of a fea whofe billows flill heaved,
though fo long after the ftorm, when the whigs
and tories laid walte their native gountry, in the
fame manner as the Guelphs and Gibelins formerly.
did theirs. - It was abfolutely neceffary for both
parties to call in religion on this occafion ; the
tories declared for epifcopacy, and the whigs, as
fome imagined, were for abolifhing it ; however,
after thefe had got the upper hand, they contented
themfelves-with only abriging it.
" At the time when the earl of Oxford and the
lord Bolingbroke ufed to drink healths to the to-
ries, the church of England confidered thofe no-
blemen as the defenders of its holy privileges. The
lower houfe of convocation (a kind of houfe
of commons) compofed wholly of the clergy, was
in fome credit at that time: at leaft the members
of it had the liberty to meet, to difpute on eccle-
fiaflical matters, to fentence impious books from
time to time to the flames, that is, books written a-
gainft themfelves. 'The miniftry, which is now
compofed of whigs, does not fo much as allow
thofe gentlemcn to affemble, fo that they are at
this time reduced (in the obfcurity of their refpec-
tive parithes) to the melancholy occupation of pray-
ing for the profperity of the government, whofe
tianquillity they would willingly difturb. With re-
gard to the bifhops, who are twenty fix in all, they
ftill have feats in the houfe of lords in fpite of the
whigs, becaufe - the anclent abufe of confidering
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thetn as barons fubfifts to this day. There isa claufe
however in the oath which the government requires
from thefe gentlemen, that puts their chriftian pa-
tience to a very great trial, viz. that they fhall be
of the church of England as by law eftablithed.
There are few bithops, deans, or other dignitaries,
but imagine they are fo jure divino; it is confe-
quently a great mortification to them to be obliged
to confefs, that they owe their dignity to a pitiful
law enadted by a fet of profane laymen. A learn-
ed monk (father Courayer) writ a book lately to
prove the validity and fucceflion of Englith ordina-
tions.  This book was forbid in France; but do
you believe that the Englith miniftry were plealed
with it? far from it. Thnole dimned whigsdo not
value a ftraw, whether the epifcopal fucceflion a-
mong them hath been interrupted or not, or whe-
ther bithop Parker was confecrated (as it is pretend-
ed) in a tavern, or achurch; for thefe whigs are
much better pleafed that the bithops {hould derive
their authority from the parliament, than from the
apoftles. The lord B—————obferved, that this no-
tion of divine right would only make fo many
tyrants in Jawn-fleeves, but that the laws made.fo
many citizens,

‘Wirh regard to the morals of the Englifh cler-
gy, they are more regular than thofe of France,
and for this reafon: all the clergy (a very few ex-
cepted) are educated in the univerfities of Oxford
or Cambridge, far from the depravity and corrup-
tion which reign in the capital. They are not
called to dignities till very late, at a time of life,
when men are fenfible- of no other paffion but a-
varice, that is, when their ambition craves a fup-

C2
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ply. Employments are here beftowed both ia the
church and the army, as-a reward for long fer-
vices; and we never fee youngfters made bithops
or colenels immediately upon their laying afide
the academical gown; and befides, moft of the
clergy are married. The {ff and aukward air
contralted by them at the univerfity, and the lit-
tle familiarity the men of this country have with
the ladies, commonly oblige a bifhop to confine
himfelf to, and reft contented with his own. Cler-
gymen fometimes take a glafs at the tavern, cuftom
giving them a fanétion on this occafion; and if
they fuddle themfelves it is in a very ferious man-
ner, and without giving the leaft fcandal.

Trar fable mixed kind of mortal (not to be
defined) who is neither of the clergy nor of the
Jaity; in a word, the thing called Abbe in France,
is a fpecies quite unknown in England. All the
cergy here are very much upon the referve, and
-moft of them pedants, When thefe are told, that
in France, young fellows famous for their diffo-
lutenefs, and raifed to the higheft dignities of the
church by female intrigues, addrefs the fair pub-
Jicly in .an amorous way, amufe themfelves in
writing tender love-fongs, entertain their friends
very fplendidly every night at their own houfes,
and after the banquet is ended, withdraw to in-
voke the affiftance of the Holy Ghoft, and call
themfelves boldly the fucceffors of the apofiles, they
blefs God for their being proteftants.  But, thefe
are fhamelefs heretics, who deferve to be blown
hence through the flames ta old Nick, as Rabelais
fays; and for this reafon I do net trouble myfelf'
about them. - '
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LETTER VL
OF THE PRESBYTERIANS.

'THE church of England is confined almoft to
the kingdom whence it received its name, and to
Ireland; for Prefbyterianifm is the eftablithed re-
ligion in Scotland. ~ This Pre(byterianifm is di-
re@ly the fame with Calvinifm, as it was eftablith-
ed in France, and is now profefled at Geneva. As
the priefts of this fet receive but very inconfide-
rable ftipends from their churches, and confequent-
ly cannot emulate the fplendid luxury of bithops,
they exclaim very naturally againft honours which
they can never attain to. Figure to yourfelf the
haughty Diogenes, trampling under foot the pride
of Plato. The Scotch Prefbyterians are not very
unlike that proud, though tattered, reafoner. Di-
ogenes did not ufe Alexander half fo impertinents
ly as thefe treated king Charles the fecond; for =
when they took up arms in his caufe, in oppofition
to Oliver, who had deceived them, they forced
that poor monarch to undergo the hearing of three
or four fermons every day; would not fuffer him
to play, reduced him to a ftate of penitence and
mortification ; fo that Charles foon grew fick of
thefe pedants, and accordingly eloped from them
with as mueh joy as a youth does from fchool.

A cuvren of England minilter appears as ano-
ther Cato, in prefence of 2 juvenile, fprightly
French graduate, who bawls for a whole morning
together in the divinity fchools, and hums a fong

(g N
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in chorus with ladies in the evening: but this Cato
is a very fpark, when before a Scotch prefbyterian.
The latter affets a ferious gate, puts on a four
look, wears a vaftly broad-brimmed hat, and a
long cloak over a very fhort coat; preaches through
the nofe, and gives the name of the whore of Ba-
bylon to all churches, where the minifters are fo
fortunate as to enjoy an annual revenue of five or
fix thoufand pounds; and where the people are
weak enough to fuffer this, and to give them the
titles of my lord, your lordfhip, or your emi-
nence. 4

Turse gentlemen, who have alfo fome church-
es in England, introduced there the mode of grave
and fevere exhortations. To them is owing the
{fanQification of Sunday in the three kingdoms.
People are there forbid to work or take any recrea-
tion on that day, in which the feverity is twice as
great as that of the Romith ' church. No operas;
plays or concerts are allowed in London on Sun-
days; and even cards are {o exprefly forbid, that
none but perfons of quality, and thofe we call the
genteel, play on that day; the reft of the nation
go cither to church, to the tavern, or te fee their
miftre(fes.

Tuouvcn the Epifcopal and Prefbyterian felts
are the two prevailing ones jn Great Britain, yet
all others are very welcome to come and fettle in
it, and live very fociably together, though moft of
their preachers hate one another almoft as cordial-
Iy as a Janfenift damns a Jefuit.

Taxe a view of the royal-exchange in London,
3 place more venerable than many courts of ju-
flice, where the reprefentatives of all nations meet
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for the benefit of mankind. There the Jew, the
Mahometan and the Chriftian tranfat together,
as though they all profefled the fame religion, and
give the name of infidel to none but bankrupts.
"Fhere the Prefbyterian confides in the Anabaptifk,
and the churchman depends on the Quaker’s word.
At the breaking up of this pacific and free aflfem-
bly, fome withdraw to the fynagogue, and others
to take a glafs. This man gees and is baptized
in a great tub, in the name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghoft: that man has his fon’s forefkin
cut off, whilflta fet of Hebrew words (quite unin-
telligible to him) are mumbled over his child.
Others retire to their churches, and there wait for
the infpiration of heaven with their hats on, and
all are fatisfied.

Ir one religion only were allowed in England;
the government ‘would very poffibly become arbi-
trary 5 if there were but two, the people would:
cut one anothers throats; “but as there are fuch a
multitude, they all live happy, and in peace.
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LETTER VIL

OF THE SOCINIANS, OR ARIANS,
OR ANTITRINITARIANS.

THERE is a little fe&t here compofed of clergy-
men, and of a few very learned perfons among
the laity, who, though they do not call themfelves
Arians or Socinians, do yet diffent entirely from
St. Athanafius, with regard to their notions of the
Trinity, and declare very frankly, that the Father
is greater than the Son,

Do you remember what is related of a certain
orthodox bithop, who in order to convince an
emperor of the reality of confubftantiation, put
his hand under the chin of the monarch’s fon, and
took him by the nofe in prefence of his facred ma-
Jjefty.?  The emperor was going to order his atten-
dants 'to throw the bifhop out of the window,
when the good old man gave him this handfome
and convincing reafon: Since your majefty, fays
he, is angry when your fon has not due refpeét
fhown him, what punithment do you think will
God the Father infii¢t on thofe who refufe his fon
Jefus the titles due to him ? The perfons I juft
now mentioned, declare that the holy bifhop took
a very wrong ftep; that his argument was incon-
clufive, and that the emperor fhould have anfwer-
ed him thus: Know that there are two ways by
which men may be wanting in refpeét to me;
firft, in not doing honour fufficient to my fom;
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and fecondly, in paying him the fame honour as
to me.

Be this as it will, the pr1nc1ples of Arius begm
to revive, not only in England, but in Holland
and Poland. The celebrated Sir Ifaac Newton
honoured this opinion fo far as to countenance it.
This philofopher thought that the Unitarians argu-
ed more mathematically than we do. But the moft
fanguine ftickler for Arianifm is the illuftrious Dr.
Clark. This man is rigidly virtuous, and of a
mild dxfpof ition; is more fond of his tenets, than
defirous of propagating them ; and abforbed fo en-
tirely in problems and calculations, that he is a
mere reafomng machine.

It is he who wrote a book which is much e-
fteemed, and little underflood, on the exiftence
of God; and another more intelligible, but pret-
ty much contemned on the truth of the Chriftian
religion.

He never engaged in fcholaftic difputes, which
our friend calls venerable trijes. He only pub-
lithed a work containing all the teftimonies of the
primitive ages, for -and againft the Unitarians, and
leaves to the reader the counting of the voices, and
the liberty of forming a judgment.  This book
won the doftor a great number of partizans, and
loft him the fee of Canterbury : but in my humble
opinion, he was out in his calculation, and bad
better have been primate of all England, than
merely an Arian parfon.

You fee that opinions are fubject to revolutions
as well as empires. Arianifm, after having tri-
umphed during three centuries, and been forgot
twelve, rifes at Jaft out of its own athes; but it
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has chofe a very improper feafon to make its ap-
pearance in, the prefent age being quite cloyed
with difputes and fe&s. The members of this
fect are befides too few to be indulged the liberty
of holding public affemblies, which however they
will doubtlefs be permitted to'do, in cafe they
{pread confiderably. But people are now fo very
cold with refpect to all things of this kind, that
there is little probability any new religion, or old
one that may be revived, will meet with favour.
s it not whimfical enough that Luther, Calvim,
and Zuinglius, whofe writings no body in this age
rcads, fhould have founded fe&ts which are now
fpread over a great part-of Europe; that Maho-
met, ‘though fo ignorant, fhould have given are-
ligion to Afia and:Afiica; and that Sir Ifaac New-
ton, Dr. Clark, Mr. Locke, Mr. Le Clerc, etc.
the greateft philofophers, as well as the ableft writ-
ers of their ages, fhould fcarce have been able to
raife-a little flock, which even decreafes daily?

Thurs itisto be born at a proper period of time.
‘Were cardinal de Retz to return again into the
world, neither his eloquence mor his intrigues
would draw together ten women in Paris.

‘Were Oliver Cromwell, he who beheaded his
fovereign, and feized upon the Kingly dignity, to
rife from the dead, he would be a wealthy city
trader, and no more.
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LETTER VI
OF THE PARLIAMENT.

THE members of the Englith parliament are
fond of comparing themfclves to the old Romans.

Nor long fince, Mr. Shippen opened a fpeech
in the houfe of commons with thefe words, < The
¢ majeflty of the people of England would be
« wounded.” = The fingularity of the expreffion
occafioned aloud laugh; but this gentleman, fo far
from being difconcerted, repeated the fame words
with a refolute tone of voice, and the laugh ceaf-
ed. In my opinion," the majefty of the people
of England has nothing in common with that of
the people of Rome ; much lefs is there any affi-
nity between their governments. There is in
London a fenate, fome of the members whereof
arc accufed, doubtlefs very unjufily, of felling
their voices on certain occafions, as avas done in
Rome; this is the only refemblance. Befides, the
two nations appear to me quite oppofite in cha-
rafter, with regard both to good and evil. The
Romans never knew the dreadful folly of religious
wars, an abomination referved for devout preach-
ers of patiecce and humility.  Marius and Sylla,
Caefar and Pompey, Antony and Auguftus, did
not draw their fivords and fet the world in a biaze,
merely to' determine whether the Flamen (hould
wear his fhirt over his robe, or his robe over his
fhirt; or whether the facred chickens fhould eat
and drink, or eat only, in order to take the au-
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gury. The Englith have hanged one another by
law, and cut one another to pieces in pitched bat-
tles, for quarrels of as trifling a nature. The
fefts of the Epifcoparians and Prefbyterians quite
diftra&ted thefe very ferious heads for a time. But
I fancy they wiil hardly ever be fo filly again, they
feeming to be grown wifer at their own expence;
and I do rot perzcive the leaft inclination ia them
to murder one another merely about iyjlogifms, as
fome zealots among them once did.

Bur here follows a more effential difference be-
tween Rome and England, which gives the advan-
tage entirely to the latter, viz. that the civil wars
of Rome ended in flavery, and thofe of the Eng-
lith in liberty. 'The Englith are the only people
upon earth who have been able to preferibe limits
to the power of kings by refifting them ; and who,
by a feries of ftruggles, have at laft eftablithed that
wife government, where the prince is all-powerful
to do good, and at the fame time is reftrained from
committing evil; where the nobles are great with-
out infolence, though there are no vaffals; and
where the people fhare in the government without
confufion.

Tuz houfe of lords and that of the commons
divide the legiflative power under the king; but
the Romans had no fuch balancg. The patricians
and plebeians in Rome were perpctually at vari-
ance, and there was no intermediate power to re-
concile them. The Roman fenate, who were fo
unjultly, fo criminally proud, as not to fuffer the
plebeians to fhare with them in any thing, could
find no other artifice to keep the latter out of the
adminiftration, than by employing them in foreign
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wars. They confidered the plebeians as wild bealls,
whom it behoved them to let loole upon, their
neighbours, for fearithey thould dexour their maf-
ters.  Thus the greate(t.defeét in the government
of the' Romans: raifed them to be conquerors.; t'y
being unhappy -at - home; they. triumphed gver,
and pofiefled themfelves of the  world; il atdeft

their divifions funk them to flavery. ;

Tue government of England will never rife to
fo exalted a pitch of glory, nor 'will its end be {o
fatdl.. - The Englifhi are riot fired with the plendid
folly of making conquefts, but would 6nly pre-
vent ‘their ‘neighbours from conquering: T}xey are,
not anly jedlous-of their owsliberty, but even of
that of ather nations... The Englith were exafperat-;
ed againfl Lewis the fourteenth, for no other rea-
fon. but becaufe he :was ambisious; 'and declared
war againft, him: merely out: of levity; not frem,
any interefted motives.

Tre Englifa have doubtlefs purchafed then li-
berties at a very high price, and waded through
feas of blood to drown the idol ¢f arbitrary power.
Other nations have been involved in as, great/ca-
lamities, and have fhed as much bipod; but.then
the blood they. fpilt in-defence of their liberiies,
only enflaved them the more.

Trar which rifes to a revolution in Fnﬂand
is no more than a fedition in other countries. A
city in Spain, in Barbary, or in Turkey, takes up
arms in defence of its privileges, when immediatc-
ly ic is ftormed by mercenary troops, it is punif -
ed by executioners, and the reft of the nationk'’s
the chains they afe Todded with.'’ The French are
of opinion, ‘that the government of this ifland is

D
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miore tempéftuous than the fea which furrounds
it; which indeed is true; but then it is never {o
but when the king raifes the ftorm; when he at-
tempts to feize the fhip of which ke is only -the
chief pilot.* The civil wars of France lafted long-
er; were more cruel, and produdtive of greater
-evils-than' thofe of - England: but none of thefe
civil wars had a wife and prudent liberty for. their
object. ' A

In the deteftable reigns of Charles the ninth, and
Henry the third, the whole affair was only whether
the people fhould be flaves to the Guifes. 'With
regard to the laft war of Paris, it deferves only to
be hooted at.. Methinks I fee a croud of fchool-
boys rifing up in arms againft their mafter, and
afterwards whiped for it. Cardinal de Retz, who
was witty and brave, but to no purpofe; rebelli-
ous  without - a caufe; faftious without de-
fign, and head of a defencelefs party, cabaled for
caballing fake, and feemed to foment the civil war
merely out of diverfion. The parliament did not
know what he intended, nor what he did not in-
tend. He levied troops by at of parliament, and
the next moment cathiered them. He threatened, he
beged pardon ; he fet a price upon cardinal Maza-
rine’s head, and afterwards congratulated him in a
public manner. Our civil wars under Charles the
fixth were bloody and cruel, thofe of the league
execrable, and that of the } Frondeurs ridiculous.

- Tuar for which the French chiefly reproach the

+ Frondeurs, in its proper fenfe Slingers, and figuratively
Ca-villers, or lovers of contradiQion ; was a name given to a
league or party that oppofid the French miniftry, i. e. cardinal

Mauzarine in 1648, Sce Rochefocault’s Memoirs.'
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Englith nation, is, the murder of king Charles the
firft, whom his fubjects treated exaétly as he would
have treated them, had' his reign’beén profperous.
After all, confider on one fide, Charles the firft
defeated in a pitched battle; imprifoned, tried, fen-
tenced to die in Weftminfter-hall, and then behead-
ed: and . on the other, ' thé emperor Henry the
feventh, poifoned by his chaplain at his receiving
the facrament; Henry the third (tabbed by a monk ;
thirty affaffinations projeted againft Henry the
fourth; feveral of them put in execution, and the
laft bereaving that great monarch of his life. Weigh,
I fay, all thefe wicked attempts, and then judge.
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LETTER IX.
OF THE GOVERNMENT.

THAT mixture in the' Englifly gOVemmcnt
that harmony between king, lords and commens,
did not always fubfift.. - England was enflaved for
a long feries of years by the Romans, the Saxons,
the Danes, and the: French fucceffively. William
the conqueror particularly ruled them with a rod
of iron. He difpofed as abfolutely of the lives and
fortunes of his conquered fubjefts as an eaftern
monarch; and forbid, upon pain of death, the
Englith both fire or candle in their houfes after
eight oclock : whether he did this to prevent
their nofturnal meetings, or only to try, by this
odd and whimfical prohibition, how far it was pof-
fible for one man to extend his power over his
fellow creatures. It istrue indeed that the Engliia
had parliaments before and after William the con-
queror ; and they boaft of them, as though thele
affemblies then called parliaments, compofed of ec-
clefiaftical tyrants, and of plunderers entitled Ba-
rons, had been the guardians of the public liberty
and happinefs,

Twe Basbarians who came from the fhores of
the Baltic, and fettled in the reft of Europe,
brought with them the form of government called
ftates or parliaments, about which fo much noife
is made, and which are fo little underftood. Kings
indced were not abfolute in thofe days, but then
the people were more wretched upon that very ac-
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count, and more completely enflaved. The chiefs
of thefe favages, who had laid wafte France, Italy,
Spain, and England, made themfelves monarchs.
Their generals divided among themfelves the feveral
countries they had conquered, whence {prung thofe
margraves, thofe peers, thofe barons, thofe petty
tyrants, who often contefted with their fovereigns
for the fpoils of whole nations.  Thefe  were birds
of prey, fighting with an eagle for doves, whole
blood the vitorious was to fuck. Every nation;.
inftead of being governed by one mafter, was tram:
pled upon by an hundred tyrants.. The priefts-
foon played a part among them. Before, this, it
had been the fate of the Gauls, the Germans, and’
the Britons, to be always governed by their druids,
and the chiefs of their villages, an- ancient kind of
barons, not fo tyrannical as their fucceffors. ‘Thefe
druids pretended tobe mediators between God and
man. They ena&ted laws, they fulminated their
excommunications, and fentenced to death. The
bifhops fucceeded, by infenfible degrees, to their
temporal authority in the Goth and Vandal go~
vernment.. The popes fet themfelves at their head,
and armed with their briefs, their bulls; and re-
inforced by monks, they made even kings tremble ;
depofed and affaffinated them at: pleafure, and em-
ployed every artifice to draw into their own purfes:
monies from all parts of Europe, The weak Ina,,
one of the tyrants of the Saxon heptarchy in Eng--
land, was the firft monarch that fubmirted, in his
pilgrimage to Rome, to pay St. Peter’s pesny (e-
quivalent very near toa French crown) for every
houfe in his dominions. The whole iland foon
followed his example ; “England became infenfibly :
D3
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one of the pope’s provinces, and the holy fathes
ufed to fend from time to time his legates thither.
to levy exorbitant taxes. At laft king John 'de-
livered up, by a public inftrument, 'the kingdom
of England to the pope, who had excommunicat-
ed him but the barons, not finding their account
in this refignation, dethroned the wretched king
John, and feated Lewis, father to St. Lewis king
of France in his place. However they were foon
weary of their new monaich, and accordingly ob-
liged him to retura back toFrance.

‘WaivsT that the barons, the bifhops and 'the
popes, all laid waflte England,: where all were for
ruling; the moft numerous, the moft ufeful, even
the moft virtuous, and confequently the moft ve-
xerable part of mankind, confifting of thofe who
ftudy the laws and the fciences; of traders,-of arti-
ficers; in a word, of all who were not tyrants
that is, thofe who are called the people; thefe, T
fay, were by them looked upon as fo many ani-
mals beneath the dignity of the human fpecies.:
The commons in thofe ages were far from fharing
in the government, they being villains or peafants,
whofe labour, whofe blood were the property’ of:
their mafters who entitled themf{elves the nobility..
'The major part of men in. Europe were at that
time what they are to this day in feveral parts of
the world; they were villains or bondfmen of lords,
that is, a kind of cattle bought and fold. with the
land. ' Many ages paft away before juftice could
be done to human nature; before mankind were
confcious that it was abominable: numbers fhould
fow, and but few reap: and was not France very
happy, when the power and authority of thofe
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petty robbers was abolifhed by the lawful authori-
ty of kings and of the people?

HarriLy in the violent fhocks which the. divifi-
ons between kings and nobles gave to’ empires, the
chains of nations were more or lefs heavy.  Liber-
ty, in England, fprung from the quarrels of ty-
rants. The barons forced king John and king
Henry the third, to grant the famous Magna Char-
ta, the chief defign of which was indeed to make:
kings dependent on the lords; but then the: reft
of the nation were a litde favoured i it, in ordés
that they might join, -on- propér: occafions;  with
their pretended mafters. This great charter, which,
is confidered as the facred origin of the Englith li-
berties, thews in itfelf how.little liberty was known.

The title alone proves; that the king thought
he had a jult right' to be abfolute; 'and that'the
barons, and even the clergy forced him to give up
the pretended right, for no other ‘reafon but be=
caufe they were the moft powerful.

Magxa Cuarta begins in this flile, e grant,
of cur own free will, the following privileges to
the archbifbops,: bifhops,- priors: and barois of ‘cur
kingdom, etc. {

Tue houfe of commons is not' once mentioned
in the atticles of this charter, a proof that it did
not yet exift, or that it exifted witheut power.
Mention is therein made, by name, of the freemen
of England, a melancholy ‘proof that fome were
not fo. .. It appears by the. thirty fecond article,
that thefe pretended freemen owed fervice to their
lords. * Such a liberty as this was not many re-
moves from flavery.

By article XX, the king ordains that his offi-
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cers fhall not henceforward feize upon, unlefs they
pay for them, the horfes and carts of freemen.
The people confidered this ordinance as a real li-
berty, though it was a greater tyranny. Henry
the feventh, that happy ufurper and great politici-
an, who pretended to love the barons,  though he
in reality hated and feared them, got their lands
alienated. By this means the vi/lains, afterwards
acquiring riches by their induftry, purchafed the
eftates: and country-feats of the illuftrious peers,
who had ruined themfelves by their folly and ex-
travagance, and all the lands got by infenfible de-
grees into other hands.

Tre power of the houfe of commons increafed
every day. The families of the ancient peers were
at Jaft extinét; and as peers only are properly
noble in England, there would be no fuch' thing
in ftri@nefs of law, as nobility in that ifland, had!
not the kings created new barons from time to time;
and preferved the body of peers, once a terror to-
them, to oppofe them to the commons fince be-
eome fo formidable.

- Arv thefe new peers, who compofed the higher
houfe, receive nothing but their titles from the
king, and very few of them have eftates in thofe
places whence they take their titles. One fhall be
duke of D— , though he has not a foot of
land in Dorfet(hire;. and another is earl of a vil-
lage, though he fearce knows where it is fituated.
"The peers-have power, but it is only in the parlia-
ment houfe. ;

There is no fuch thing Lere, as § haute, moy-

+ La haute juflice, is that of a lord, who has power to fen-
tence capitally, and to judge of all caufes civil and criminal,
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enne,” et baffe jufbice, that is, a power tojudge in
all matters civil and criminal; nor a right or pri-
vilege of hunting in the grounds of a citizen, who
at the fanie time is not ‘permitted to firc a gun in
his own field.

No one is exempted in this country from pay-
ing certain taxes, becaufe he ié a nobleman or a
prieft.  All duties and taxes are fettled by the
houfe of commons, whofe power is greater than
that of the peers, though inferior to it in dignity.
The fpiritual as well as temporal lords have the
liberty to rejeft a money bill brought in by the
commons; but they are not allowed to alter any
thing in it, and muft either pafs or throw it out
without reftriétion. "When the bill has paffed the
lords, and is figned by the king, then the whole
nation pays every one in proportion to his revenue
or eftate, not according to his titie, which would be
abfurd.. There is no fuch thing as an arbitrary
fubfidy or poll-tax, but a real tax on the lands, of
all which an eftimate was made in the reign of the
famous king William the third. :

Tae land-tax continues flill upon the fame
foot, though the revenue of the lands is increafed.
Thus no one is tyrannized over, and every one is
eafy. The feet of the peafants are not bruifed
with wooden fhoes; they eat white bread, are well
clothed, and are not afraid of increafing their ftock

thofc of the crown excepted. La moyenne juflice, is empower-
ed to judge of altions relating to guardianfhips and offences.
Lag baffe juftice takes cognizance of the fees duc to the lord,
of the havoc of beafts, and of offences. The moyenne juftice
is imaginary, and there is perhaps no inftanec of its ever be-
ng put in execution,
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of cattle, nor of tiling their houfes, from any ap-
prehenfions that their taxes will be raifed the year
following. The annual income of the eftates of
a great many commoners in England, amounts to
two hundred thoufand livres; and yet thefe do
not think it beneath them- to plough the lands
which enrich them, and on which they enjoy their
hberty
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LETTER X
OF . TRADE.

AS trade enriched the citizens in England, fo
it contributed to their freedom, and this freedom
on. the other fide extended their commerce, whence
arofe the grandeur of the ftate. Trade raifed by
infenfible degrees the naval power, ~which gives
the Englith a - fuperiority .over the feas, and they
now are mafters .of very near two hundred fhips
of war.: < Pofterity will very poflibly. be furprized:
to hear that an ifland, whofe only produce is a lit-
tle lead, tin, fuller’s earth, and coarfe wool, thould
bécome fo powerful by its commerce, as to be
able to'fend in.1 72 3, threc fleets at.the fame time
to three different and far diftanced parts of the
globe.' One: before - Gibraltar; ' conquered, and
fiill ‘poffeffed by the Englith; a fecond to Porto
Bello, . to difpoflefs the king of. Spain of the trea-
fures of the Weft-Indies; . and a third into the
Baltic, to-prevent the .northern powers from com-
ing to an engagement.

At the time when Lewis the fourteenth. made
all Italy tremble, and that his armies, which had
already poffeffed themfelves of Savoy and Pied-
mont, were upon the point of taking Turin;
prince Eugene was obliged to march from the
middle of Germany in order to fuccour Savoy.
Having no money, without which cities cannot be
either 'taken or:defended, he addreffed himfeif to
fome Englith merchants. Thefe, at an hour and
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half’s warning, lent him five millions, whereby he
was enabled to deliver Turin, and to beat the
French; after Which hé wrote tbe following (hort
letter to the perfons who had difburfed him the
abovementioned fums: ¢ Gentlemen, I have re-
« ceived your money, and flatter myfelf that I
¢ have laid it out to your fatisfation.” - Such a
circamftance as tbis raifes a: juft’ pride in an Eng«
lith merchant, and makes him prefume (not with-
out fome réafon) to compare ‘himfelf to a Roman.
citizen; and indeed a peer’s brother does not think
traffic beneath him. ~When the lord Townfliend
was minifter: of ftate; a-brather of his was.content
to be a city mérchant;: and at the time that.the
earl of Oxford governed Great Britain, his young~
er brothér was no more than a factor in: Aleppoy
where he chofe o live, and where he died. This
cuftom,~ which begins however  to be laid.afide,
appears monftrous to Germans, vainly puffed up
with their extra®tion. Thefe think it morally im-
poffible that the fon of an Englith peer .fhould be
no more than a rich and powerful citizen 5 for all
are princes in Germany. . There have been thirty
bighnefles of the fame name, all whofe patrimony
confifted only in their efcutcheons and their pride.
In France the title of marquis is given gratis to
any one who will accept of it; and whofoever ar-
rives at Paris from the midft of the moft remote
provinces with money in his purfe, and a name
terminating in ac or ille, may ftrut about, and cry,
fuch a man as 1! A man of my rank and figure!
and may look down upon a trader .with fovereign:
contempt; whilft' the trader on’ the other fide, by
thus often hearing his profeffion treated fo difdain-
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fully, is fool enough to blufh at it. However, I
need not fay which is moft ufeful to a nation; a
lord, powdered in the'tip of the mode, who
knows exadtly at what a clock the king rifes and
goes to bed; and who gives himfelf airs of grand-
eur and flate, at the fame time that he is acting
the flave in the anti-chamber of a prime minifter;
or a merchant, who enriches his country, dif-
patches orders from his compting-houfe to Surat
and Grand Cairo; and contributes to the felicity
of the world. | ?
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yelirs, which thined very confiderably the feraglios
of Perfia and Turkey. :

A TrapinG nation is always watchful over its
own interefts, and grafps at every difcovery that
may be of advantage to its commerce. The Cir-
caffians obferved, that fcarce one perfon in a thou-
fand was ever attacked by a fmall-pox of a violent
kind. That fome indeed had this diftemper very
favourably three or four times, but never twice fo
as to prove fatal; in a word, that no one ever had
it in a violent degree twice in his life. ~ They ob-
ferved farther, that when the fmall-pox is of the
milder fort, and the pufiles have only a tender,
delicate {kin to break through, they never leave
the leaft fcar in the face. From. thefe natural ob-
fervations they concluded, thatin cafe an infant of
fix months or a year old fhould have a milder fort
of fmall-pox, he would not die of it, would not
be marked, nor be ever afflited with it again.

In order therefore to preferve the life and beau-
ty of their children, the only thing remaining was,
to give them the fmall-pox’ in their infant years.
This they did, by ineculating, in the body of a
child, a puftle taken from the moft regular, and
at the fame time the moft favourable fort of {mall-
pox that'could be procured.

TrE experiment could not poffibly fml The
Turks,” who are people of good fenfe, foon adop-
ted this cuftom, infomuch that at this time there-
is not a baffa in Conftantinople, but communicates
the {fmall-pox to his children of both fexes, imme-
diately -upon their being weaned.

Some pretend, that the Circaffians borrowed this
cuftom anciently from the Arabians; but we thall
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leave the clearing up of this point of hiftory to
fome learned Benediétine, who will not fail to
compile a great many folios on this fubjet, with
the feveral proofs or authorities. All I have to fay
upon it, is, that in the beginning of the reign of
king George the firft, the lady \Vortley Moun-
tague, a woman of asfine a genius, and endued’
‘with as great a ftrength of mind as any of her fex
in the Britifh kingdoms,’ being with her hufband,
who was ambaflador at the Porte, made no feruple
to communicate the fimall-pox to an infant of
which fhe was delivered in Conftantinople. The
chaplain reprefented to his lady,” but to no ‘pur-
pofe, that this was an unchriftian operation, and
therefore that it could fucceed with none but infi-
dels.  However, it had the'moft happy effeét up-
on the fon of the.lady Wortley Mountague, who,
at her return to England, communicated the ex-
periment to the princefs of Wales, -now'queen of
England. Tt muft be confeffed that this princefs,
abftrated from her crown and titles,” was born to
encourage the whole circle of arts, and to do good
to mankind. She .appears as an amiable philofo-
pher .on the throne, having never let {lip one op-
portunity of improving the great talents flie receiv-
ed from nature, nor of exerting her beneficence.
It is fhe, who being informed that a daughter of
‘Milton, was living, "but in miferable circumftances;
immediately fent’ her a confiderable prefent. Itis
(he who protets the learned father Courayer. Tt
is the who condefcended to attempt a reconciliati-
on between Dr. Clark ‘and Mr. Leibnitz. ' The'mo-
ment this princefs heard of inoculation, fhe caufed
an experiment of it to be made on four criminals
E3
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fentenced to die, and by that means preferved their
lives doubly; for fhe not only faved them from
the gallows, but, by means of this artificial fmall-
pox, prevented their ever having that diftemper in
a natural way, with which they would very pro-
bably have been attacked one time or other, and
might have died of in a more advanced age.

Tue princefs, being affured of the ufefulnefs of
this operation, caufed her’own children to be in-
oculated. A great part of the kingdom followed
her example, and fince that time ten thoufand chil-
dren, at leaft, of perfons of eondition,. owe in this
marner their lives to her majefty, and to the lady
Wortley Mountague; and as many of the fair
fex are obliged to them for their beauty.

Urox a general caleulation, threefcore perfons
in every hundred have the fmall-pox. Of thefs
threefcore, twenty die of it in the moft favourable
feafon of life, and as many more wear the difa-
greeable remains of it in their faces fo long as they
live.  Thus, a fifth part of mankind either die,
or are disfigured by this diflemper.  But it docs
not prove fatal to fo much as one, among thofe
who are inoculated in Turkey or in England, un:
lefs the pati¢nt be infirm, or would have died had
not the experiment been made upon him.  Be-
fides, no ene is disfigured, no one has the fmall-
pox a fecond time, if the inoculation was perfect.
It is therefore certain, that had the lady of fome
French ambaffador brought thé fecret from Con- -
flantinople to Paris, the nation would have been
for ever obliged to her. Then the duke de Vil
lequier, father to the duke d’Aumont, who en-
joys the moft vigorous. conftitwion, and is the
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healthieft man in France, would not have been cut
off in the flower of his age.

Tue prince of Soubife, happy in the fineft fufly
of health, would not have been fnatched away at
five and twenty’; nor the dauphin, grand-fatker to
Lewis the fifteen have.been laid in his grave in his
fiftieth year. Twenty thoufand perfons, whom
the fmall-pox fivept away at Paris in 172 3 would
have been alive at this time. But are not the
French fond of life, and is beauty fo inconfider-
able an advantage as to be difregarded by the ladies!
It muft be confeffed that we are an odd kind of
people.. Perhaps ournation will imitate, ten years
hence, this practice of the Englith, if the clergy and
the phyficians will but give them leave to do it: or
poffibly our ceuntrymen may introduce inoculati-
en three months hence in France out of mere
whim, in cafe the Englith fhould difcontinue it
through ficklenefs.

I am informed that the Chinefe have pra&ifed
inoculation thefe hundred years, a circumftance
that  argues very much in its favour, fince they
are thought to be the wifeft and beft governed peo-
ple in the world. The Chinefe indeed do not
communicate this diftemper by inoculation, but
at the nofe, in the famé manner as we take fnuff,
This is a more agreeable way, but then it produces
-the like effets, and proves, at the fame time, that
had inoculation been pratifed in France, it would
have faved the lives of thoufands. ‘
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LETTER XIL
OF THE.-LORD BACON.

NOT long fince, the trite and frivolous quefti-
on following was debated in a very polite and
learned company, viz. who was the greatcft man,
Caefar, Alexander, Tamerlane, Cromwell, etc.

Some body anfwered, that Sir Ifaac Newton
excelled them all.  The gentleman’s affertion was
very juft; for if true greatnels confifts in having
received from heaven a mighty genius, and baving
employed it to enlighten ‘our own minds and that
of others; a man like Sir Ifaac Newton, whofe e-
qual is hardly found in a thoufand years, is the
truly great man. -And thofe politicians and con-
querors (and all ages produce fome) were general:
ly {fo many illuftrious wicked men. + ‘That man
claims our refpe&, who commands over the minds
of the reft of the world by the force of truth, not
thofe who enflave their fellow-creatures; he who
is acquainted with the univerfe, not they who de-
face it.

Since therefore you defire me to give you an
account of the famous perfonages which England
has given birth to, I fhall begin with lord Bacon,
Mr. Locke, Six Ifaac Newton, etc. afterwards the
warriors and minifters of fate thall come in their
order.

I musT begin with the celebrated vilcount Ve-
rulam, known in Europe by the name of Bacon,
which was that of his family. His father had been
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lord-keeper, and himfelf was a great many years
lord chancellor under king James the firft. - Ne-
verthelefs, amidt the intrigues of a court, and
the affairs of his exalted employment, which alone
were enough to engrofs his whole time, he yet
found fo much leifure for ftudy, as to make him-
felf a great philofopher, a good hiftorian, and an
elegant writer ; and a ftill more furprizing circum-
ftance is, that helived in an age in which the art
of writing juftly and elegantly was little known,
much lefs true philofophy. Lord Bacon, asisthe
fate of man, was more efteemed after his death
than in his life-time. His enemies were in the Bri-
tith court, and his admirers were foreigners.

‘When the marquis ’Effiat attended in England
upon the princefs Henrietta Maria, daughter to
Henry the fourth, whom king Charles the firft had
‘married, that minifter went and vifited the lord Ba-
con, who being at thar time fick in his bed, -re-
ceived him with the curtains fhut clofe. You refem-
ble the angels, fays the marquis to him; we hear
thofe beings fpoken of perpetually, and we believe
them fuperior to men, but are never allowed the
confolation to fee them.

You know that this great man was accufed of a
crime very unbecoming a philofopher, I mean bri-
bery and extortion. You know that he was fen-
tenced Ly the houfe of lords, to pay a fine of a-
bout four hundred thoufand French livres; to lofe:
his peerage and his dignity of chancellor. But in
the prefent age, ‘the Englifh revere his memory to
fuch a degree, that they will fearce allow him to have
been guilty. In cafe you fhould afk what are my
thoughts on. this head, I fhall anfwer you in the’
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words which I heard the lord Bolingbroke ufe on-a-
nother occafion.  Several gentlemen were fpeak-
ing, in.his company, of the avarice with which the
late duke of Marlborough had been charged, fome .
examples whereof being given, the lord Bolingbroke
'was appealed to," (who having been in the oppofite:
party, might perhaps, without the imputation of
indecency, have been allowed. to clear up that

. matter:) “ he was fo great a’ man, replied his
¢ lordthip, that I have forgot his viees.”

1. suavy therefore confine myfelf to thofe thiigs
which fo juftly gained lord Bacon the efteem-of all
Europe. .

“Tre moltfingular, and the beft of all his pieces;
is that which,. at this time, is the moft ufelefs and
the leaft read, I mean his Novam Scientiarim Or-
gamem. This is the fcaffold with which the new
philofophy was raifed; and when the edifice was
built, part of it at leaft, the fcaffold was no longs
er of fervice,

T wE ford Bacon was not yet acquainted: withy
nature, but then he knew, and pointed out, the fe:
veral paths that lead to it. He had defpifed in his
younger years the thing called philofophy in the
univerfities; and did all that lay in his power to
prevent thofe focieties of men, inftituted to improve
human reafon, from depraving it by their quiddi-
ties, their horrors of the vacuum, their {ubftanti~
al forms, and all thofe impertinent terms, which not
only ignorance had rendered venerable, but which-
had been made facred by their being ridiculoufly
blended with religion,

He is the father of experimental philofophy.:
It muft indeed be confefled, that very furprizing
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fecrets had been found out before his time. The
fea-compafs, printing, engraving on copper-plates,
cil-painting, looking-glaffes; the art of reftoring,
in fome meafure, old men to their fight by fpe&ta-
cles,” gun-powder, etc. had been’ difcovered. A
new world had been fought for, found, and con-
quered. Would not one fuppofe that thefe fublime
difcoveries had been made by the greateft philofo-
phers, and in ages much more enlightened than the
prefent? But'it was far otherwife; all thefe great
changes happened in the moft ftupid and barbarous
times. Chance only gave birth to moft of thofe in-
ventions; and it is very probable that what is call-
ed chance contributed very much to the difcovery
of America; at leaft it has been always thought
that Chriftopher Golumbus undertook his voyage,
merely on the relation of a captain of a thip, which
a {torm had drove as far weftward, as the Caribbee
iflands. Be this as it will; men had failed round
the world, and could deftroy cities by an artificial
thunder, more dreadful than the real one: but,
then 'they’ were not acquainted with the circulati-
on of the blood, the weight of the air, the laws of
motion, light, the numbeér of our planets, ete. And
a man who maintained a thefis on Ariftotle’s cate-
gories; on the univerfals a parte rei, or fuch like
nonfenfe, was looked upon as a prodigy.

Tut moft. aftorifhing, ' the moft ufeful inventi-
ons, are not thofe which reflet the greateft ho-
nour. on the human mind. ' It is to'a mechanical
infliné, which is found in many men, and not to
true philofophy, that thoft arts owe their origin.

Tae difcovery of fire, the art of making bread,
of mielting and preparing metals, of building houfes,
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and the invention of the fhuttle, are infinitely
more beneficial to mankind than printing or the
fea-compafs: and yet thefe arts were invented by
uncultivated, favage men,

Waart a prodigious ufe the Greeks and Romans
made afterwards of mechanics ! Neverthelefs, they
believed that there were cryftal heavens; that the
ftars were fmall lamps which fometimes fell into
the fea; and one of their greateft philofophers,
after long refearches, found that the ftars were
fo many flints which had been detached from the
carth.

In a word, no one, before the lord Bacon, was
acquainted -with experimental philofophy, nor with
the feveral phyfical experiments which have been
made fince his time. = Scarce one of them but is
binted at in his work, and he himfelf had made fe«
veral.  He made a kind of pneumatic 'engine, by
which he gueffed the elafticity of the air. He ap-
proached, on all fides as it were, to the difcovery
of its weight, and had very near attained it; but,
fome time after, Toricelli feized upon this truth;
In a little time experimental philofophy began to
be cultivated on a fudden in moft parts of Furope.
It was a hidden treafure which the lord Bacon had
fome notion of, and which all the philofophers, en-
couraged by his promifes, endeavoured to dig up.

But that which furprized me-moft, was to read
in his work, in exprefs terms, the new attration,
the invention of which is afcribed to Sir Ifaac
Newtorn, 5

‘We mutt fearch, fays lord Bacon, whether there
may not be a kind of magnetic power, which
operates between the earth and heavy bodies, be-
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tween the moon: and the ocean, between the plan-
ets, etc. :In another place he fays; cither heavy
bodies muft be carried towards the center of the
-earth, or muft. be reciprocally attralted by it; and
in rthe latter; cafe it is evident, that the nearer bo-
dies, in their falling, draw towards the carth, the
ftronger they - will attraét-one another. We mutft,
fays he, :make an experiment, to fee whether the
fame clock will go-fafter on the tep of a moun-
‘tain -or at  the bottem of a mine; whether the
ftrength of the weights decreafes on the mountain,
and-inéreafes in the mine. It is probable, that
the earth has a-true attraltive power.

Tuis:fore-runner in philofophy was alfo an e-
legant writer, an hiftorian, and a wit.

His moral eflays are greatly efteemed, but they

were drawn up in the view of mﬂruc’hng rather
than of pleafing: and as they are not a fatire upon
mankind, like Rochefoucault’s maxims, nor writ-
ten upon a fceptical plan, like Montagne’s effays,
they are not fo much read as thefe two ingenious
authors.

His hiftory . of Henry the feventh was looked
upon as a mafter-picces ibut how is it poffible that
fome perfons can prefume to compare fo little a
work with the hiftory of our illuftrious Thuanus?

Sreamgxc about the famous impoftor Perkin,
fon to a converted ¥ Jew, who affummed boldly the
name and title of Richard the fourth, king of Eng-
lIand, at the inftigation of the duchefs of Burgun-
-dy; and who difputed the crown with Henry the
feventh, the lord Bacon writes as follows:

“ At this time the king began again to be

John Ofteck,
E:
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haunted with {pirits, by the maglc and curious
arts of the lady Margaret; who raifed up the ghott
of Richard duke of York, fecond fon to king Ed-
ward the fourth, to walk and vex the king.”+
« After fuchtime as the (Margaret of Burgundy)
thought he (Perkin Warbeck) was perfect in his
leffon, fhe began to caft with herfelf from what
coaft this blazing-ftar fhould firft appear, and
at what time it muft be upon the horizon of Ire-
land; for there had the like meteor ftrong in-
fluence before.”].

" MeTHinks our fagacmus Thuanus does not
give into fuch fuflian, which formerly was looked
upon as fublime, but in this age is juftly called
nonfenfe.

+ The hiftory of the reign of king Henry the feventh, page

112, London, printed in 1641, Folio.

$ Idem, p. 116,
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LETTER XIL
OF Mr. LOCKE.

PERHAPS no m;n ever had a more judicious,
or more methodical genius, or was a more acute
logician, than Mr. Locke; and yet he was not
deeply (killed in the mathematics. This great man
could never fubject himfelf to. the tedious fatigue
of calculations, nor to the dry purfuit of mathe-
matical truths, which do not at firft prefent any
fenfible obje(ts to the mind; and no one has given
better proofs than he, that it is poffible for a man
to have a geometrical head, without the affiftance
of geometry.  Before ki time, feveral great phi-
lofophers had declared, in the moft politive terms,
what the foul of man is; but as thefe abfolutely
knew nothing about it, they mlght very well be
allowed to differ entirely in opinion from one ano-
ther,

" In Greece, the infant feat of arts and of errors,
and where the grandeur as well as folly of' the hu-
man mind went fuch prodigious Iengths, the people
ufed to reafon about the foul in the very fame
manner as we do.

Tre divine Anaxagoras, in_ whofe honour an
altar was erefted, for his having taught mankind
that the Sun was greater than Peloponnefus, that
fnow was black, and that the heavens were of
ftone; affirmed that.the foul was an aerial (pirit,
but at the fame time immortal. Diogenes, (not
he who was a cymcal philofopher after having coin-

F3
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ed bafe money) declared that the foul was a por-
tion of the fubftance of God; an idea which we
muft confefs was very fublime: Epicurus main-
tained that it was compofed of parts in the fame
manner as the body.

AristorLe, who has been explained a thoufand
ways, becaufe he is unintelligible, was of opinion,
according to fome of his difciples, that the under-
itanding in all men is one and the fame fubftance.

Tz divine Plato, mafter of the divine Ariftotle,
and the divine Socrates, mafter of the divine Plato,
ufed to fay, that the foul was corporeal and eternal.
No doubt but the Demon of Socrateshad inftruéted’
him in the nature of it. Some people, indeed,
pretend, that a man, who boafted his being attended’
by a familiar genius, muft infallibly be either a
knave or a madman; but this kind of people are
feldom fatisfied with any thing but reafon.

Wirh regard to the fathers of the church, fe-
veral in the .primitive ages” believed that the foul
was human, 2nd the angels 2nd God corporeat.
Men naturally improve upon every fyftem. Sr.
Bernard, as father Mabillon confeffes, taught that
the foul after death does not fee God in the ce-
Ieftial regions, but converfes with Chrift’s human
nature only.  Hoéwever, he was pot believed this
time on his bare word; the adventure of the cru-
fade having a little funk the credit of his oracles.
Afterwards a thoufand fchoclmen arofe, fuch as
the irrefragnble % dottor, the fubtil doCtor +, the
angelic doftor 1, the feraphic doftor §, and the

* Alexander de Hales. + Duas Scotus, Ise
“Fhomas. § St Bonaventure. w7
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cherubic dotor, who were all fure that they had
a very clear and diftin& idea of the foul, and yet
wrote in fuch a2 manner, that one would conclude
they were refolved no one fhould underftand a word
in their writings. Our Des Cartes, born to dif-
cover the errors of antiquity, and at the fame time
to fubflitute his own; and hurried away by thar
{yftematic fpirit which throws a cloud over the
minds of the greateft men, thought he.had demoa-
ftrated that the foul is the fame thing as though,
in the fame manner as matter, in his opinion, is
the fame as extenfion. He affested, that man
thinks eternally, and that the foul, at its coming
into the body, is informed with the whole feries of
metaphyfical notions; knowiug God, infinite fpace,
poflefling all abftradt ideas; in a word, completely
endued with the moft fublime lights, which it un-
bappily forgets at its iffuing from the womb.

Farusr Malebranche, in his fublime illufions,
not only admitted innate ideas, but did not doubt
of our living wholly in Geod, and that God is, as
it were, our foul.

Suen 2 multitude of reafoners hsa.’mi7 written
the rpmance of the foul, a fage at lait arofg, who
gave, with an air of the greate’t modeiiy, the hi-
flory of it. Mr. Locke has difplayed the buman
foul, in the fame manner as an szccllent anatomift
explains the fprings of the human body. He every
where takes the light of phyfics for his guide. Hg
fometimes prefumcs to fpeak affirmatively, buz
then he prefumes alfo to doubt, Infead of con-
cluding at once what "we know not, he examincs
gradually what we would know, He takes anin-
fant at the inflant of bis birth; he traces, {tepby

F 3
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ftrep, the progrefs.of his underftanding; examines
what' thing he has in common with beafts, and
what he pofleffes above them. Above all he con-
fults himfelf; the being confcious that he himfelf
thinks.

I suace leave, fays he, to thofe who know
more of this matter than mylelf, the examining
whether the foul exifts before or after the organi-
zation of our bodies. But I confefs that it is my
lot to be animated with one of thofe heavy fouls
which do not, think always; and I am even fo un-
happy as not to conceive, that it is more neceffary
the foul fhould think perpetually, thanthat bodies
fhould be for ever in motion. '

‘Witn regard to myfelf, I fhall boaft that I have
the honour to be as ftupid in this particular as Mr.
Locke. No one fhall ever make me believe, that
I think always; and I am as little inclined as he
could be, to fancy that fome weeks after I was
conceived, I was a.very learned foul; knowing at
that time a thoufand things which I forgot at my
birth; and poffefling when in the womb, (though
to no manner of purpofe,) knowlege which I loft
the inftant I had occafion for it; and which I have
never fince been able to recover ‘perfettly.

Mr. Locxe after having deftroyed innate ideas;
after having fully renounced the vanity of believing
that we think always; after having laid down, from
the moft folid principles, that ideas enter the mind
through the fenfes; having examined our fimple
and complex ideas; having traced the human mind
through its feveral operations; having thewed that
‘ull the languages in the world are imperfect, and
the great abufe that is ‘made of words every mo-
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ment; he at laft comes to confider the extent or
rather the narrow limits of human knowlege. It
was in this chapter he prefumed to advance, but
very modeftly, the following words, ¢ We fhall,
¢« perhaps, never be capable of knowing, whether
¢ a being, purely material, thinks or not.” This
fage affertion was, by more divines than one,
looked upon as a fcandalous declaration that the
foul is material and mortal. Some Englithmen,
devout after their way, founded an alarm. The °
fuperftitious are the fame in fociety as cowards in
an army; they themfelves are feized with a panic
fear, and communicate it to others, It was loudly
exclaimed, that Mr. Locke intended to deftroy re-
ligion ; neverthelefs religion had nothing to do in
the affair, it being a queftion purely philofophical,
altogether independent on faith and revelation.
Mr. Locke’s opponents needed but to examine,
calmly and impartially, whether the declaring that
matter can think, implies a eontradition; and
whether God is able to communicate thought to
matter. But divines are too apt to begin their de-
clarations with faying, that God is offended when
people differ from them in opinion; in which they
too much refemble the bad poets, who ufed to de-
clare publicly that Boileau fpake irreverently of
Lewis the fourteenth, becaufe he* ridiculed-their
ftupid produftions. Bithop Stillingfleet got ‘the
reputation of a calm and unprejudiced divine, be-
caufe he -did not exprefsly. make ufe of injurious
terms in his difpute with Mr. Locke. That divine
entered the lifts againft him, but ‘was defeated;
for he argued as a:fchoolman, and Lecke as a phi-
lofopher, who was ‘perfe@ly acquainted with the
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firong as well as the weak fide of the human mind,
and who fought with' weapons whofe temper he
knew. If I might prefume to give my opinion
on fo delicate a fubjeét after Mr. Locke, I would
fay, that men have long difputed on the nature
and the immortality of the foul. With regard to
its immortality, it is impofiible to give a demon-
firation of it, fince its nature is flill the fubjett of
controverfy; which however muft be throughly -
underitood, before a perfon can be able to deter-
mine whether it be immortal or not. Human
reafon is fo little able, merely by its own firengih,
to demonfirate ‘the immortality of the foul, that
it was abfolutely neceffary - religion fhould reveal
it to us. It is of advantage to fociety in general,
that mankind fhould believe the foul to be immor-
tal ; faith commands us to this; nothing more is
required, and the matter is cleared up at once. But
it is otherwife with refpect to its nature; it'is of
little importance to religion, which only requires
the foul to be virtuous, what fubftance it may be
made of. It isa clock which is given us to re-
gulate, but the artift has not«told us of what ma-
terials the fpring of this clock is compofed.

I'Am a body, andy I think, that is all I know
of the matter. Shall I afcribe to an unknown
cavfe, what I canf fo eafily impute to the only fe-
cond caufe T am acquainted with? here all the
fchool philofophers interrupt me with their argu-
ments, and declare that there is only extenfion and
folidity in bodies, and that there they can have no-
thing but motion -and figure. Now motion; fi-
gure, cxtenfion and folidity cannot form a thought,
and confequently the foul canaot be matcer. All
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this, fo often! repeated, mighty {eries of reafoning:
amounts to no more than thiss: I'am: abfolutely:
ignorant:what matter is;: L. guefs, but:imperfeétly,
fome properties: of: it; now, I abfolutely cannat
tell whether thefe: properties may- be joined:to:
thought. As:I therefore know: nothing, ¥ maintain;
pofitively that matter cannot think.. In this man-
ner do- the fchools: reafor.

Mg. Locke addreffed thefe gentlemen in the can-
did, fincere' manner following. At leaft confefs
yourfelves to be as ignormt as L. Neither your
imaginations nor mine are'able ta comprehend: in
what mannera body is fufceptible of ideas ; and do
you conceive: better in what manner a fubftance,
of whatkind foever, is fulceptible of them ! as youw:
cannot comprehend either matter or {pirit; why will
you prefume to affert:any thing?

Tue fuperflitious: man: comes afterwards, and
declares, that all thofe muft be burnt for the good
of their fouls, who fo much as fufpeét that it is
poflible for the body to think without any foreign
affiltance. Burwhat would thefe people fay fhould
they themfelves be proved irreligious? and indeed
what man can prefume to affert, without being
guilty at the fame time of the greateft impiety, that
it is impoffible for the Creator to form matter with
thought and fenfation? confider ouly, I beg you,
what a dilemma you bring yourfelves into; you
who confine in this manner the ‘power of the Crea-
tor. Beafts have the fame organs, the fame fenfx
tions, the fame perceptions as we; they have me-
mory, and combine certain ideas. 1In cafe it was
not in the power of God to animate matter, and
tnform it with fenfation, the confequence, would
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be, either that beafts are mere machines, or that
they have a fpiritual, foul.

MerHinks it is.clearly evident that beafts cannot
be mere machines, which I prove thus. God has
given them the very fame organs of fenfation as to
us: if therefore they have no fenfation, God has
created an ufelefs thing; now, according to your
own confeffion, God does nothing in vain; he
therefore did not create fo many organs of fenfa-
tion, merely for them to be uninformed with this
faculty ; confequently beafts are not mere machines.
Beafts, according to your affertion; cannot be an-
imated with a fpiritual foul ; you will therefore,
in fpite of yourfelf, be reduced to this only affer-
tion, viz. that God has endued the organs of beafts,
who are mere matter, with the faculties of fenfa-
tion and perception, which you call inflint in
them. But why may not God, if he pleafes, com-
municate to our more delicate organs that faculty
of feeling, perceiving, and thinking, “which we
call human reafon? to whatever fide you turs,
you are forced to acknowlege your own ignorance,
and the boundlefs power of the Creator. Exclaim
therefore no more againft the fage, the modeft phi-
lofophy of Mr. Locke, which, fo far from inter-
fering with religion, would be of ufe to demonftrate
the truth of it, in cafe religion wanted any fuch
fupport. For what philofophy can be of a more re-
ligious nature than that, which affirming nothing
but what it conceives clearly, and confcious of
its own weaknefs, declares that we muft always
have recourfe to God in our examining of the firft
principles.

Besipes, we muft not be apprehenfive, that any

)
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philofophical opinion willever prejudice the religion
of a country. Though our demonftrations clafh di-
rc&ly with our myfteries, that is nothing to the
purpofe, for the latter are not lefs revered upon
that account by our Chriftian philofophers, who
know very well that the objeéts of reafon and thofe
of faith are of a very different nature. Philofophers
will never form a religious {et, the reafon of which
is, their writings are not calculated for the vulgar,
and they themfelves are free from enthufiafm, If
we divide mankind\into twenty parts, it will be
found that nineteen of thefe confifts of perfons
employed in manual labour, who will never know
that fuch .a man as Mr. “Locke exifted. In the
remaining twentieth part, how few are readers!
and among fuch as are fo, twenty amufe them-
felves with romances to one who ftudies philofo-
phy. The thinking part of mankind are confined
to a very fimall number, and thefe will never dif-
turb the peace and tranquility of the world.
Neiruer Montagne, Locke, Bayle, Spinoza,
Hobbes, the lord Shaftsbury, Collins nor Toland,
lighted up the firebrand of difcord in their coun-
tries; this has generally been the work of divines,
who, being at firft puffed up with the ambition
of becoming chiefs of a fect, foon grew very de-
firous of being at the head of a party. But what
do I fay? all the works of the modern philofophers
put together will never make fo much ncife as even
the difpute which -arofe among the Francifcans,
merely about the fathion . of their fleeves and of
their cowls.
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LET'TEZER XIV.

‘OF DESCARTES AND SIR
ISAAC NEWTON,

A FRENGHMAN, who arrivesin London, will
find philofophy, -like everything €lfe, -very much
changed there. He -had left -the world a plensm,
“and he now:finds it-a1vacuum. :At-Paris the uni-
‘werfe is feen compoled of vortices of: fubtile .mat-
“ter; but nothing like it is!feen -in London. In
France it is the preflure of the moon that caufes
the tides; “but in England it is the fea that gravi-
tates towards the moon; {o that when you think
‘that the moon thould make it flood with wus, thofe
gentlemen fancy it fhould be ebb, which, very un-
luckily, cannot be proved. For to be able to do
this, -it is neceffary ‘the moon and the tides (hould
hLave been enquired into, at the very inftant of the
- creation.

You will 'obferve farther, that the {fun, which
in France is faid to have nothing to do in the affair,
tcomes in here for very near.a quarter of its affi-
ftance. According to your Cartefians, every thing
is performed by :an impulfion, of whith we -have
very little'notion ; and according to Sir Ifaac New-
ton, it"is by an attraltion, the caufe of which is as
‘much unknown to us. At -Paris yon imagine that
the earth is {haped likera melon, jor; of an oblique
figure; at London it has an oblate one. A Gar-
tefian declares that light exifts in the air; but a
Newtonian afferts that it comes from_the fun in
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fix minutes and a half. The feveral operations of
your chymiftry are performed by acids, alkalies,
and fubtile matter; but attrattion prevails even in
chymiftry among the Englifh.

Tae very effence of things is totally changed.
You neither are agreed upon the definition of the
foul, nor on that of matter. Des Cartes, as T ob-
ferved in my laft, maintains that the foul is the
fame thing with thought; and Mr. Locke has gi-
ven a pretty good proof of the contrary. 4

Dss Cartes afferts farther, that extenfion a-
Jone conftitutes matter, but Sir Ifaac adds folidi-
ty to it. :

How furioufly contrad{&my are thefe opi-
nions! ;

Non nfﬂrzmz inter vos tantas componere lites.
Virei, Eclog. TIL. 7

Tis not’ for us to end fuch great difputes.

This famous Newton, this deftroyer of the Car-
tefian fyftem, died in March Anno 1727. His
countrymen honoured him in his Jife-time, and in-
terred him as though be had been a king who had
made his people happy.

Tue Englith read with the hlgheﬁ fatisfa&tion,
and tranflated into their tongue, the elogium of
Sir Ifaac Newton, which Mr. de Fontenelle fpoke
in the academy of fciences. Mr. de Fontenelle
prefides as judge over philofophers; and the Eng-
lith expeéted his deciffon, as a folemn declaration
of the fuperiority of the Englilh philofophy over
that of the French. = But when it was found that

G :
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this gentleman had compared Des Cartes to Sir
Ifaac, the whole Royal fociety in London rofe up
in arms. So far from acquiefcing with Mr. Fon-
tenelle’s judgment, they criticifed his difcourfe. And
even feveral (who however were not the ableft phi-
lofophers in that body) were offended at the com:
parifon ; and for no other reafon but becaufe Des
Cartes was a Frenchman. _

It muft be confeffed that thefe two great men
differed very much in condu& in fortune, and in
philofophy.

Nature had indulged Des Cartes a fhining and
ftrong imagination, whence he became a very fin-
gular perfon both in private life, and in bis manner
of reafoning. This imagination could not conceal
it felf even in his philofophical works, which are e-
very where adorned with very fhining, ingenious
metaphors and figures, Nature had almoft made
him a poet ; and indeed he wrote a piece of poet-
ry for the entertainment of Chriftina queen of
Sweden, which however was fupprefled in honour
to his memory. ’

He embraced a military life for fome time, and
afterwards becoming a complete philofopher, he did
not think the paffion of love derogatory to his
charatter.  He had by his mifirefs a daughter cal-
led Froncine, who died young, and was very much
regretted by him. Thus he experienced every paf-
fion incident to mankind.

He was a long time of opinion, that it would
be neceffary for him to fly from the fociety of his
fellow creatures, and efpecially from hisnative coun-
try, in order to enjoy the happinefs of cultivatnig
his philofophical ftudies in full liberty,
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Des Carres was very right; for his contem-
poraries were not knowing enough to improve and
enlighten his underftanding, and were capable of
little elfe than of giving him uneafinefs.

He left France purely to go in fearch of truth,
which was then perfecuted by the wretched philo-
fophy of the fchools. However, he found that rea-
fon was as much difguifed and depraved in the uni-
verfities of Holland, into which he withdrew, as
in his ewn country. For at the time that the
French condemned the only propofitions of his
philofophy which were true, he was perfecuted by
the pretended pbilofophers of Holland, who un-
derftood him no better; and who, having a nearer
view. of his glory, hated  bis perfon the more, fo
that he was obliged to leave Utrecht. Des Cartes
was‘injuriou)ﬂy accufed of being an atheift, the laft
refuge of religious fcandal: and he who bhad em-
ployed all the fagacity and penetraticn of his genius,
in fearching for new proofs of the exiftence of a
God, was fufpeéted to believe there was no fuch
being. :

Sucn a perfecution from all fides muft necef-
farily fuppofe a moft exalted merit, as well as a
very diftinguifhed reputation: and indeed he pof-
feffed both. Reafon at that time darted a ray upon
the world through the gloom of the fchools, and
the prejudices of popular- fuperftition. At laft his
name fpread fo univerfally, that the French were
defirous of bringing him back into his native coun-
try by rewards, and accordingly offered him an
annual penfion of a thoufand crowns. Upon thefe
hopes Des Cartes returned to France; paid the fees
of his patent, which was fold at that time, but no

G2
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penfion was fettled upon him. Thus difappointed,
he returned to his folitude in North Holland, where
he again purfued the ftudy of philofophy, whilft the
great Galileo, at fourfcore years of age, was groan-
ing in the prifons of the inquifition, only for hav-
ing demonftrated the earth’s motion.

At laft Des Cartes was fnatched from the world
in the flower. of his age at Stockholm. His death
was owing to a bad regimen, and he expxred in the
midft of fome literati: who were his enemies, and
under the hands of a phyfician to whom he was
odious.

Tre progrefs of Sir Ifaac Newton’slife was quite
different. He lived happy, and very much honour-
ed in his native country, to the age of fourfcore
and five years. .

It was his peculiar felicity, not only to be born
in a country of liberty, but in an age when all
fcholaftic impertinencies were banithed from the
world. Reafon alone was cultivated, and mankind
could only be his pupil, not his enemy.

Onxe very fingular difference in the lives of  thefe
two great men is, that Sir Ifaac, during the long
courfe of years he enjoyed, was never fenfible to
any paffion, was not fubje& to the common frailties
of mankind, nor ever had any commerce with wo-
men; a circum{tance which was affured me by the’
phyfician and furgeon who attended himy in  his
laft moments. \ :

‘We may admire Sir Ifaac Newton on this oc-
cafion, but then we muft not cenfure Des Cartes.

"ThE opinion that generally prevails in England
with regard to thefe new philofophers s, that the
latter was a dreamer, and the former a fage. .
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Very few people’in England read Des Cartes,
whofe works indeed are now ufele(s. On the other
fide, but a fmall number perufe thofe of Sir Ifaac,
becaufe to do this the ftudent muft be deeply (kil-
led in the mathematics, otherwife thofe works will
be unintelligible to him. But notwithftanding this,
thefe great men are the fubjeét of every one’s dif-
courfe. Sir Ifaac Newton is allowed every advan-
tage, whilft Des Gartes is not indulged a fingle
one. According to fome, it is to the former that
we owe the difcovery ofa vacuum, that the air is
a heavy body, and the invention of telefcopes. In
a word, Sir Ifaac Newton is here as the Hercules -
of fabulous {tory, to whom the ignorant afcribed-
all the feats of ancient heroes. L

Ix a critique that was made in London on Mr.
de Fontenelle’s difcourfe, the writer prefumed to
affert that Des Cartes was not a great geometrician.
Thofe who make fuch a declaration may juftly be
reproached with flying in their mafter’s face. Des
Cartes extended the limits of geometry as far be-
yond the place where he found them, as Sir Haac
did_ after him. The former firft taught the me-
thod of expreffing curves by equations. This geo-
metry, which, thanks to him for it, is now grown
common, was fo abftrufc in his time, that not fo-
much as one profeffor would undertake to explain.
it; and Schotten in Holland, and Format in France,
were the only men who underftood it.

He applied this geometrical and inventive genius-
to dioptrics, which, when treated of by him, be-
came a newart. And if he was miftaken in fome
tHn«s, the reafon of that'is, a man who difco-
. vers'a new tract of land cannot at once know all
G 3
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the properties of the foil. Thofe who come after

him, and make thefe lands fruitful, are at leaft o-

bliged to him for the difcovery. I will not deny.
but there are innumerable errors in the reft of Des

Cartes’ works.

GeomeTry was a guide he himfelf had in fome
meafure fathioned, which would have conduéted
him fafely through the feveral paths of natural
philofophy. Neverthelefs he at laft abandoned
this guide, and gave entirely into the humour of
ferming hypothefes, and then philofophy was no
more than an ingenious romance, fit only to a-
mufe the ignorant. He was miftaken in the na-
ture of the foul, in the proofs of the exiftence
of a God, in matter, in the laws of motion, and
in the pature of light. He admitted innate ideas,
be invented new elements, he created a world; he
made man according to his own fancy; and it is
Juftly faid, that the man of Des Cartes is in fact
that of Des Cartes only, very different from the
real one.

He pufhed his metaphyfical errors fo far, as to
ceclare that two. and two make four, for no other
reafon but becaufe God would have it fo. How-
ever, it will pot be making him too great a com-
pliment if we affirm that he was valuable even in
his miftakes. He deceived himfelf, but then it was
at leaft in a methodical way. He deftroyed all the
abfurd chimeras with which youth had been infa-
tuated for two thoufand years. He taught his
contemporaries how to reafon, and enabled them
to employ his own weapons againft himfelf. If
Des Cartes did not pay in good money, he hows



THE ENGLISH NATION. 77

ever did great fervice in crying down that of abafe
alloy.

I ixpEeD believe, that very few will prefume to
compare his philofophy in any refpe&t with that of
Sir Ifaac Newton. The former is an effay, the
latter a mafter-piece: but then the man, who firft
brought us to the path of truth, was perhaps as
great a genius as he who afterwards conducted us
through it.

Dss Cartes gave fight to the blind. Thefe
faw the errors of antiquity and of the fciences. The
path he ftruck out is fince become boundlefs.
Rohault’s little work was during fome years a
complete fy{tem of phyfics; but now all the tranf~
altions of the feveral academies in Europe put to-
gether do not form fo much as the beginning of

.a fyftem. In fathoming this abyfs no bottom has
been found. We are now to examine what dif-
coveries Sir Ifaac Newton has made in it.
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L.ET T E'R ~XV.
OFATTRACTION.

THE difcoveries, ‘which gained Sir Ifaac New-
ton fo univerfal a reputation, relate to the (yftens
of the world, to light, to geometrical infinites, and:
laftly to chronology, with which he ufed to amufe
himfelf after the fatigue of His feverer ftudies.

I wirr' now acquaint you (without prolixity if
poftible) with the few things I have been able to
comprebend of all thefe fublime ideas. With re-
gard to the fyftem of our world, difputes were a

long time maintained, on the caufe that turns the-

planets, and keeps them in their orbits; and on-

thofe caufes which make all bodies here below de-
feend towards the furface of the earth.

Tae fyftem of Des Cartes, explained and im-
proved fince his time, feemed to give a plaufible
reafon for all thofe phaenomena; and this reafon

feemed more juft, as it is fimple, and intelligible .

to all capacities. But in philofophy a fiudent
ought to doubt of the things he fancies he under-
ftands too eafily, as much as of thofe he does not
underftand.

Gravrry, the falling of accelerated bodies on
the earth, the revolution of the planets in their
orbits, their rotations round their axes, all this is
mere motion. Now motion cannot perhaps be
conceived any otherwife than by impulfion ;.there-
fore all thofe bodies muft be impelled. But by
what are they impelled ? all fpace is full, it there-

.
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fore is filled with a very fubtile matter, fince this
is imperceptible to us; this matter goes from weft
to eaft, fince all the planets are carried from weft
to eaft. Thus from hypothefis to hypothefis, from
one appearance to another, philofophers have ima-
gined a vaft whirlpool of fubtile matter, in which
the planets are carried round the fun: they alfo
have created another particular vortex which floats
in the great one, and which turns daily round the
planets. "When all this is done, it is pretended
that gravity depends on this diurnal motion; for,
fay thefe, the velocity of the fubtile matter that.
turns round our little vortex muft be feventeen
times more rapid than that of the earth; or, in cafe
its velocity is feventeen times greater than that of
the earth, its centrifugal force muft be vaftly greater,
and confequently impel all bodiestowardsthe earth,
This is the caufe of gravity, according to the Car-
tefian fyftem. But the theorift, before he calculated
the centrifugal force and velocity of the fubtile mat-
ter, fhould firft have been certain that it exifted.

Siz Ifaac Newton feems to have deftroyed: all
thefe great and little vortices, both that which car-
ries the planets round the fun, as well as the o-
ther which fuppofes every planet to turn on its
own axis. ;

Frrst, with regard to the pretended little vor-
tex of the earth, it is demonftrated that it muft
lofe its motion by infenfible degrees; it is demon-
ftrated, that if the earth fwims in a fluid, its den-
fity muft be equal to that of the earth; and in cafe
its denfity be the fame, all the bodies we endea-
vour to move muft meet with an mfupetablc re-
fiftance..
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‘Wirth regard to the great vortices, they are
ftill more chimerical, and it is impoffible to make
them agree with Kepler’s law, the truth of which
has been demonftrated.  Sir Ifaac thews, that the
revolution of the fluid, in which Jupiter is fuppof-
ed to be carried, is not the fame with regard to the
revolution of the fluid of the earth, as the reveo-
lution of Jupiter with refpeét to that of the earth.
He proves, that as the planets make their reveluti-
ons in ellipfes, and confequently being at a much
greater diftance one from the other in their Aphe-
lia, and a little nearer in their Perihelia; the earth’s
velocity, for inftance, ought to be greater, when
it is nearer Venus and Mars, becaufe the fluid that
carries it along, being then more preffed, ought
to have a greater motion; and yet it is even then:
that the eartly’s motion is flower.

He proves that there is no fuch thing as a ce-
leftial matter which goes from weft to eaft, fince
the comets traverfe thofe fpaces, fometimes from:
eaft to wefl, and at other times from north to fouth.

In fine, the better to refolve, if poflible, every
difficulty, he proves, and even by experiments,
that it is impoffible there fhould be a plenum; and
brings back the vacuum, which Ariftotle and Des
Cartes had banifthed from the world.

Having by thefe and feveral other arguments
deftroyed the Cartefian vortices, he defpaired of e-
ver being able to difcover, whether there is a fecret
principle in nature, which, at: the fame rime, is
the caufe. of the motion of all celeftial bodies, and
that of gravity on the earth. But being retired in
1666, upon account of the plague, to a folitude
near Cambridge; as he was walking one day in
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his garden, and faw fome fruits fall from a tree; -
he fell into a profound meditation on that gravity,
the caufe of which had fo long been fought, but
in vain, by all the philofophers, whilft the vulgar
_think there is nothing myfterious in it. He faid
to himfelf, that from what height foever, in our
hemifphere, thofe bodies might defcend, their fall
would certainly be in the progreffion difcovered by
Galileo; and the fpaces they run through would
be as the fquare of the times. "Why may not this
power which caufes heavy bodies to defcend, and
is the fame without any fenfible diminution at the
remoteft diftance from the center of the earth, or
on the fummits of the higheft mountains; why,
faid Sir Ifaac, may not this power extend as high
as the moon? and in cafe its influence reaches {o’
far, is it not very probable that this power retains
it in its orbit, and determines its motion? but in
cafe the moon obeys this principle, whatever it be,
may we not conclude very naturally, that the reft
of the planets are equally fubjeé to it? in cafe
this power exifts, which befides is proved, it muft
increafe in an inverfe ratio of the fquares of the
diftances.” All therefore that remains is, to exa-
mine how far a heavy body, which fhould fall up-
on the earth from a moderate height, would go;
and how far in the fame time, a body which thould
fall from the orbit of the moon, would defcend.
To find this nothing is wanted but the meafure of
the earth, and the diftance of the moon from it.
Tuus Sir Ifaac-Newton reafoned. . But at that
time the Englifh had but a very imperfeét meafure
of our globe, and depended on the uncertain fup-
pofition of mariners, who computed a degree to
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contain but fixty Englith miles, whereas it confifts
in reality of near feventy. As this falfe computa-
tion did not agree with the conclufions which Sir
Ifaac intended to draw from them, he laid afide
this purfuit. A half-learned philofopher, remark-
able only for his vanity, would have made the
meafure of the earth agree, any how, with his fy-,
flem: Sir Ifaac, however, chofe rather to quit the
refearches he was then engagedin. But after Mr.
Picart had meafured the carth exaétly, by tracing
that meridian, which redounds fo much to the
honour of the French, Sir Ifaac Newton refumed
his former reflexions, and found his account in
Mr. Picart’s calculation.

A circumftance which has always appeared
wonderful to me is, that fuch fublime difcoveries
fhould have been made by the fole affiftance of a
quadrant and a little arithmetic.

The circumference of the carth is one hundred
twenty three millions, two hundred forty nine
thoufand fix hundred feet. This, among other
things, is neceffary to prove the {yftem of attralti-
on.

The inftant we know the earth’s circumfer-
ence, and the diftance of the moon, we know that
of the moon’s orbit, and the diameter of this or-
tit. The moon performs its revolution in that
orbit in’ twenty feven days, feven hours, forty
three minutes. It is demonftrated, that the moon
in its mean motion makes an hundred and four-
feore and feven thoufand, nine hundred and fixty
feet (of Paris) in a minute. It is likewife demon-
firated, by a known theorcm, that the central force
which fhould make a body fall from the hight of
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the moon, would make its velocity no more than
fifteen Paris feet in a minute of time. Now, if
the law by which bodies gravitate, and attraét one
another in an-inverfe ratio of the fquares of the
diftances be true; if the fame power adls, accord-
ing to that law, throughout all nature; it is evi-
dent that as the earth is4ixty femi-diameters dif-
tant from the moen, a heavy body muft ne-
ceffarily fall (on the earth) fifteen feet in the firft
fecond, and fifty four thoufand feet in the firft
minute. .

Now a heavy body falls, in reality, fifteen fect
in the firft fecond, and goes in the firft minute
fifty four thoufand feet, which numberis the fquare
of fixty multiplied by fifteen. Bodies therefore
gravitate in an inverfe ratio of the fquares of the
diftances ; confequently, what caufes gravity on the
earth, and keeps the moon in its orbit, is one and
the fame power; it being demonftrated that the
moon gravitates on the earth, which is the center
of its particular motion, it is demonftrated that the
earth and the moon gravitate on the {un, which is
the center of their annual motion.

T'ue reft of the planets muft be fubject to this
general law ; and, if thislaw exifls, thefe planets muft
follow the laws which Kepler difcovered. All thefe
laws, all thefe relations are indced obferved by the
planets with the uvtmoft exa@nefs; therefore the
power of attration caufes all the planets to gra-
" vitate towards the fun, in like manner as the moon
gravitates towards our globe. :

Finarry, as in all-bodies, re-action is equal to
altion, it is certain that the earth gravitates alfo
towards the moon; and that the fun gravitates to-

H
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wards both: that every one of the fatellites of Sa-
turn gravitates towards the other four, and the
other four towardsit; all five towards Saturn, and
Saturn towards all. That it is the fame with re-
gard to Jupiter; and that all thefe globes are at-
trated by the fun, which is reciprocally attrated
by them.

Tuis power of gravitation adts proportionably
to the quantity of matter in bodies, a truth which
Sir Ifaac has demonftrated by experiments.  This
new difcovery has been of ufe to fhew, that the fun
(the center of the planetary fyftem) attratts them
all in a direct ratio of their quantity of matter
combined with their nearnefs. From hence Sir
Ifaac, rifing by degrees to difcoveries which feem-
ed not to be formed for the human mind, is bold
enough to compute the quantity of matter con-
tained in the fun and in every planet; and in this
manner (hews, from the fimple law of mechanics,
that every celeftial globe ought neceffarily to be
where it is placed.

Hus bare principle of the laws of gravitation ac-
counts for all the apparent inequalities in the courfe
of the ccleftial globes. The variations of the moon
are a neceffary confequence of thofe laws. More-
over the reafon is evidently feen why the nodes of
the moon perform their revolutions in nineteen
years, and thofe of the earth in about twenty fix
thoufand. The feveral appearances obferved in
the tides are alfo a very fimple effet of this attrac-
tiom The proximity of the moon when at the
full, and when it is new, and its diftance in the
quadratures or quarters combined with the action

.
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of the fun, exhibit a fenfible reafon why the ocean
fwells and finks.

Arter having fhewn, by kis fublime theory,
the courfe and inequalities of the planets, he fub-
jeéts comets to the fame law. The orbit of thefe
fires (unknown for fo great a feries of years,)
which was the terror of mankind, and the rock a-
gainft which philofophy fplit; placed by Ariftotle
below the moon, and fent back by Des Cartes a-
bove the fphere of Saturn, is at laft placed in its
proper feat by Sir Ifaac Newton.

He proves that comets are folid bodies which
move in the {phere of the fun’s altivity; and that
they deferibe an ellipfis fo very eccentric, and fo
near to parabolas, that certain comets muft take
up above five hundred years in their revolution.

Tue learned Dr. Halley is of opinion, that the
comet feen in 1680, is the fume which appeared
in Julius Caefar’s time. This thews more-than any
other, that comets are hard, opake bodies; for it
defcended fo near to the fun, as to come within a
fixth part of the diameter of this planet from it;
and confequently might have contraéted a degree
of heat two thoufand times ftronger than that of
red hot iron; and would have been foon difperfed
in vapour, had it not been a firm, denfe body.
The guefling the gourfe of comets began then
to be very much in vogue; the celebrated Bes-
noulli concluded by his fyftem, that the famous
comet of 1680, would appear again the 7th of
May 1719. Not a fingle aftronomer in Europe
went to bed that night ; however they needed not
to have broke their reft, for the famous comet never
appeared. There is at lealt move cunning, if not

H 2
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more certainty, in fixing its return to fo remote a
diftance as five hundred and feventy five years.
As to Mr. Whifton, he affirmed very ferioufly,
that in the time of the deluge a comet overflowed
the terreftrial globe; and he was {o unreafonable
as to wonder that people laughed at him for mak-
ing fuch an affertion. The ancients were almoft
in the fame way of thinking with Mr. Whifton,
and fancied-that comets were always the forerun-
ners of fome great calamity which was to befal
mankind. Sir Ifaac Newton, on the contrary, fuf-
peted that they are very beneficent; and that va-
pours exhale from them merely to nourith and
vivify the planets, which imbibe in their courfe the
feveral particles the fun has detached from the co-
mets : an opinion which at leaft is more probable
than the former. But thisis not all. If this power
of gravitation or attra&tion aéts on all the celeftial
globes, it afls undoubtedly on the feveral parts of
thefe globes.  For in cafe bodies attralt one ano-
ther in proportion to the quantity of matter con-
tained in them, it can only be in proportion to the
quantity of their parts; and if this power is found
in the whole, it is undoubtedly in the half, in
the quarter, in the eighth part, and fo one in in-
finitun.

This i3 attraltion, the great fpring by which
all nature is moved. Sir Ifaac Newton, after hav~
ing demonftrated the exiftence of this principle,
plainly forefaw that its very name would oftend ;
and therefore this philofopher in more places than
one of his books, gives the reader fome caution a-
bout it. He bids him beware of confounding this
name with what the ancients called occult qualities;
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but to be fatisfied with knowing that there is in ail
bodies a central force which aéts to the utmoft li-
mits of the univerfe, according to the invariable
laws of mechanics.

Ir is furprifing, after the folemn proteftations
Sir Ifaac made, that fuch eminent men as Mr. So-
rin and Mr. de Fontenelle, thould have imputed
to this great philofopher the verbal and chimerical
way of reafoning of the Ariftotelians; Mr. Sorin
in the memoirs of the academy of 1709,and Mr.
de Fontenelle in the very elogium of Sir Ifaac
Newton.

Mosr of the French, the learned and others,
have repeated this reproach. Thefe are for ever
crying out, Why did he not employ the word im-
pulfion, which is fo well underftood, rather than
that of attraltion, which is unintelligible 2

Sir Ifaac might have anfwered thefe critics thus:
Firlt, you have as imperfect an idea of the word
impulion as of that of attradtion; and in cafe

* you cannot conceive how one body tends towards
the center of another body, neither can you con-
ceive by what power one body can impel another.

Seconpry, I could not admit of impulfion;
for to do this, I muft have known that a celeft-
ial matter was the agent; but fo far from know-
ing that there is any fuch matter, I have provcd it
to be merely imaginary.

Tuirory, Iule the word attraltion for no o-
ther reafon, but to exprefs a defe@ which I dif-
covered in nature; a certain and indifputable ef-
fet of an unknown ptinciple; a quality inherent
in matter, the caufe of which perfons of greater

H3
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abilities than I can pretend to, may, if they cam,
find out. *

‘Waat have you then taught us? will thefe
people fay further: and to what purpofe are fo
many calculations to. tell us what you yourfelf do
not comprehend ?

I wave taught you, may Sir Ifaac rejoin, that
all bodies gravitate towards one another in propor=
tion to their quantity of matter; that thefe cen-
tra] forces alone keep the planets and comets in
their orbits, and caufe them to move in the pro-
portion before fet down. I demonftrate to you,
that it is impoffible there fhould be any other caufe
which keeps the planets in their orbits, than that
general phaenomenon of gravity. For heavy bo-
dies fall on the earth according to the proportion
demonftrated of central forces; and the planets.
finifhing their courfe according to the fame pro-
portions, in cafe there were another power that
ated upon all thefe bodies, it would either increaife
their velocity, or change their diretion. Now
not one of thefe bodies ever has a fingle degree of
‘motion or velocity, or has any diretion but what
is demonftrated to be the effett of the central for-
ces ; confequently it is impoffible there fhould be
any other principle. g

Give me leave once more to introduce Sir Ifaac
fpeaking: fhall he not be allowed to fay, My cafe
and ‘that of the ancients is very different? Thefe
faw, for inftance, water afcend in pumps, and faid,
the water rifes becaufe it abhors a vacuwm. But
with regard to myfelf, I am in the-cafe of a man
“who fhould have firft ‘obferved” that water afcends
in pumgs, but fhould lecave others to explain the
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vaufe of this effe®t. The anatomift who firft de-
clared, that the mogion of the arm is owing to
the contration of the mufcles, taught mankind an
indifputable truth; but are they lefs obliged to him
becaufe he did not know the reafon why the muf-
cles contra&t? The caufe of the elafticity of the air
is unknown, but he who firft difcovered this fpring
performed a very fignal fervice to natural philofo-
phy. The fpring that T difcovered was more hid-
den and more univerfal, and for that very reafon
mankind ought to thank me the more. I have -
difcovered 2 new property of matter, one of the
fecrets of the Creator ; and have calculated and dif
covered the effets of it.  After this fhall people
«quarrel with me about the name I gave it?

Vorrices may be called an occult quality be-
caufle their exiftence was never proved: attrattion
on the contrary is a real thing, becaufe its effects
are demonfirated, and the proportions of it are
calculated.  The caufe of this caufe is among the
arcana of the Almighty.

Procedes buc, et non amplius.

Hither thou fhalt go, and no farther.
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LETTER XVL

OF SIR ISAAC NEWTON'’S
OPTICS.

THE philofophers of the laft age found out a
pew univerfe; and a circumftance which made its
difcovery more difficult was, that no one had fo
much as fufpeéted its exiftence. The moft fage
and judicious were of opinion, that it wasa fran-
tic rathnefs to dare fo much as to imagine, thatit
was poffible to guefs the laws by which the celefti-
al bodies move, and. the manner how light ads.
Galileo, by his aftronomical difcoveries, Kepler by
his calculation, Des Cartes (at leaft in his dioptrics,
and Sir Ifaac Newton in all his works) feverally
faw the mechanifm of the fprings of the world.
The geometricians have fubjeted infinity to the
laws of calculation. 'The circulation of the blood
in animals, and of the fap in vegetables, have
changed the face of nature with regard to us. A
new kind of exiftence has been given to bodies in
the air-pump. By the affiftance of telefcopes bo-
dies have been brought nearer to one another.
Finally, the feveral difcoveries which Sir Ifaac New-
ton has made on light, are equal to the boldeft
things which the curiofity of man could expett,
after fo many philofophical novelties.

Tir Antonio de Dominis the rainbow was
confidered as an inexplicable miracle. This phi-
lofopher guefled, that it was a neceflary effeét of
the fun and rain. Des Cartes gained immortal
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fame by his mathematical explication of this fo na-
tural a phaenomenon. He calculated the reflefti-
ons and refraltions of light in drops of rain; and
his fagacity on this occafion was at that time look-
ed upon as next to divine.

But what would he have faid had it been prov-
ed to him, that he was miftaken in the nature of
light; that he had not the leaft reafon to maintain
that it is a globular body; that it is falfe to af-
fert, that this matter, fpreading itfelf through the
whole, waits only to be projetted forward by the
fun, in order to be put in adtion, in like manner
as a long ftaff aéls at one end when puthed for-
ward by the other ; that light is certainly darted
by the fun; in fine, that light is tranfmitted from
the fun to the earth in about feven minutes, though
a cannon ball, which were not to lofe any of its
velocity, could not go that diftance in lefs than
twenty five years? How great would have been
his aftonithment, had he been told, that light does
not reflet direétly by impinging againft the folid
parts of bodies; that bodies are not tranfparent
when they have large pores; and that a man fhould
arife, who would demonftrate all thefe paradoxes,
and anatomize a fingle ray of light with more dex-
terity than the ableft artift diffeéts a human body!
This man. is come. Sir Ifaac Newton has demon-
{irated to the eye, by the bare affiftance of the
prifm, that light is a compofition of coloured rays,
which, being united, form white colour. A fingle
ray is by him divided into feven, which all fall up- .
on a piece of linen, or a fheet of white paper, in
their order one above the other, and at unequal
diftances. The firft is red, the fecond orange,
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the third yellow, the fourth green, the fifth blue,
the fixth indigo, the feventh a violet purple. Each
of thefe rays, tranfmitted afterwards by an hun-
dred other prifms, will never change the colour it
bears; in like manner as gold, when completely
purged from its drofs, will never change after-
wards in the crucible. Asa fuperabundant proof
that each of thefe elementary rays has inherently
in itfelf that which forms its colour to the eye,
take a fmall piece of yellow wood for inftance,
and fet it in the ray of a red colour, this wood
will inflantly be tinged red; but fet it in the ray
of a green colour, it affumes a green colour, and
{o of all the reft.

From what caufe therefore do eolours arife in
nature? It is nothing but the difpofition of bodies
to reflet the rays of a certain order, and to ab-
forb all the reft.

‘Wart then is this fecret difpofition ? Sir Ifaac
Newton demonftrates, that itis nothing more than
the denfity of the fmall conftituent particles of
which a body is compofed. And how is this re-
flettion performed? It was fuppofed to arife from
the rebounding of the rays, in the fame manner
as a ball on the furface of a folid body; but this
is a miftake; for Sir Ifaac taught the aftonithed
philofophers, that bodies are opake for no other
reafon, but becaufe their pores are large; that
light reflets on our eyes from the very bofom of
thofe pores; that the fmaller the pores of a body
are, the more fuch a body is tranfparent. Thus
paper, which refle&ts the light when dry, tranfmits
it when oiled, becaufe the oil, by filling its pores,
makes them miuch fmaller. .
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It is there that examining the vaft porofity of
bodies, every particle having its pores, and every,
particle of thofe particles having its own ; he fhews
we are not certain that thereis a cubic inch of fo-
lid matter in the univerfe, fo far are we from con-
ceiving what matter is. Having thus divided, as
it were, light into its elements, and carried the
fagacity of his difcoveries fo far, as to prove the
method of diftinguithing compound colours from
fuch as are primitive; he fhews, that thefe elemen-
tary rays feparated by the prifm are ranged in
their order for no other reafon but becaufe they
are refrafted in that very order; and it is this pro-
perty (unknown till he difcovered it) of breaking
or {plitting in this proportion; it is this unequal
refraltion of rays, this power of refrating the red’
lefs than the orange colour, efc. which he calls
the different refrangibility.. The moft reflexible
rays are the moft refrangible, and from hence he
evinces that the fame power is the caufe both of
the refletion and refration of light.

Bur all thefe wonders are merely but the ope-
ning of his difcoveries. He found out the fecret
to {ee the vibrations or fits of light, which come
and goinceflantly, and which either tranfmit light,
or refle®t it according to the denfity of the parts
they meet with. He has prefumed to calculate
the denfity of the particles of air neceflary between
two glaffes, the one flat, the other convex on one
fide, fet one upon the other; in order to operate
fuch a tranfmiflion or reflexion, or to form fuch
and fuch a colour.

From all thefe combinations he difcovers the
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proportion in which light a@s on bodies, and bo-
dies act on light.

He faw light fo perfefily, that he has deter-
mined to what degree of perfe@ion the art of in-
creafing it, and of aflifting our eyes by telefcopes
can be carried.

Dszs Cartes, from a noble confidence, that
was very excufable, confidering how ftrongly he
was fired at the fir(t difcoveries he made in an art
which he almoft firt found out; Des Cartes, I
fay, hoped to difcover in the ftars, by the affift-
ance of telefcopes, obje&ts as {mall as thofe we dif
cern upon the earth.

Bur Sir Ifaac has thewn, that dioptric telefcopes
cannot be brought to a greater perfetion; becaufe
of that refraltion, and of that very refrangibility,
which at the fame time that they bring objets near-
er to us, featter too much the elementary rays;
be has calculated in thefe glafles the proportion of
the fcattering of the red and of the blue rays;
and proceeding fo far as to demontlrate things
which were not fuppofed even to exift, he examines
the inequalities which arife from the fhape or fi-
gure of the glafs, and that which arifes from the
refrangibility. He finds, that the objet glafs of
the telefcope being convex on one fide, and flat
on the other, in cafe that flat fide be turned to-
awards the obje, the error which arifes from the
conftrution and pofition of the glafs is above five
thoufand times lefs than the error which arifes
from the refrangibility : and therefore, that the
fhape or figure of the glaffes is not the caufe why
telefcopes cannot be carried to a-greater perfecti-
on, but arifes wholly from the nature of light.
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For this reafon he invented a telefcope, which
difcovers objets by reflexion and not by refraéi-
on. Telefcopes of this new kind are very hard
to make, and their ufe is not eafy. But accord-
ing to the Englith, a reflective telefcope of but
five feet has the fame effet as another of an hun-
dred feet in length, -
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LETTER XVIL

OF INFINITES IN GEOMETRY, AND SiR
ISAAC NEWTON’S CHRONOLOGY.

THE labyrinth and abyfs of infinity is alfo a
new courfe Sir Ifaac Newton has gone through, and
we are obliged to him for the clue, by whofe affift-
ance we are enabled to trace its various windings.

Des CarTtes got the ftart of him alfo in this
aftonifhing invention. He advanced with mighty
fteps in his geometry, and was arrived at the ve-
ry borders of infinity, but went no farther. Dr.
Wallis, about the middle of the laft century, was
the firft who reduced a fraction by a perpetual
divifion to an infinite feries. .

Tre lord Brounker employed this feries to
fquare the hyperbola.

MsrcaTtor publifbed a demonfiration of this
quadrature, much about which time, Sir Ifaac New-
ton being then twenty three years of age, had in-
vented a general method to perform, on'all geo-
metrical curves, what had juft before been tried on
the hyperbola. ‘

It is to this method of fubjecting every where
infinity to algebraical calenlations, that the name
is given of differential calculations or of fluxions,
and integrial calculation. It is the art of num-
- bering and meafuring exaétly a thing whofe exift-
ence cannot be conceived.

Axp, indeed, would you not imagine that a
man laughed at you, who thould declare that there
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are lines infinitely great which form an angle in-
finitely little ?

TuaT a right line, whxch is a right line fo long
as it,is finite, by changing infinitely little ‘its di- |
re&tion, becomes an infinite curve, and that a curve
may become infinitely lefs than another curve?

Thuar there are infinite fquhres, infinite cubes,
and infinites of infinites all greater than one ano-
ther, and the laft but one of which, is nothing in
comparifon of the laft?

Avv thefe things, which at firft appear to be the
utmoft excefs of frenzy, are in reality an effort of
the fubtilty and extent of the human mind, and
the art of finding truths which till then had been
unknown. ‘ :

Tis fo bold edifice is even founded on fimple
ideas. -The bufinefs is to- meafure the diagonal of
a fquare, to give the area of a curve, to find the
fquare root of a number, which has none in com-
mon arithmetic. After all, the imagination ought
not to be ftartled any more at fo many orders of
infinites, than at the fo well known prepofitiorn,
viz. « That curve lines may always be made to
pafs between a circle and a tangent; or at that o-
ther, namely that matter is divifible in infinitum.
Thefe two truths have been demonftrated many
years, and are no lefs incomprehenfible than the
things we have been fpeaking of.

For many “years the invention of this famous
calculation was denied Sir Ilaac Newton. 1In Ger:
many Mr. Leibnitz was confidered as the inventor
of the differences or moments, called + Fluxions,
and Mr, Bernouilli claimed the integral calculati~

I2
+ By Sir Ifaac Newten,
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on. However, Sir Haac is now thought to have
firt made the difcovery, and the other two have
the glory of having once made the world doubt
whether it was to be aferibed to him or them.
Thus fome contefted with Dr. Harvey the inventi-
on of the circulation of the blood, as others dif-
puted with Mr. Perrault that of the circulation of
the fap. :

Hartsocuer and Lewenl-oeck difputed with
cach other the honour of having firft {een the ver-
miculi of which mankind are formed. This Hart-
focher alfo contefted with Huygens the invention
of a new method of calculating the diftance of a
fixed ftar. It is not yet known to what philofo-
pher we owe the invention of the cycloid. Be
this as it will, it is by the help of this geometry of
infinites that Sir Ifaac Newton attained to the moft
fublime difcoveries..

I am now to fpeak of another work, which,
though more adapted to the capacity of the human
mind, does neverthelefs difplay fome marks of. that
creative genius with which Sir Ifaac Newton was
informed in all his refearches. The work I mean
is a chronology of anew kind'; for what province
{oever he undertook, he was fure to change the i-
deas and opinions reccived by the reft of men.

AccusTtomsp to unravel and difintangle chaos’s,
he was refolved to convey at leaft fome light into
that of the fables of antiquity, which are blend-
¢d and confounded with hiftory, and fix an uncer»
tain chronology, It is true, that there is no fas
mily, city or nation, but endeavours to remove
its original as far backward as poffible.  Befides,
the firlt hiftorians were the moft negligent in fet-
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ting down the seras; books were infinitely lefs
common thari they are at this time, and confe-
quently authors being not fo obnoxious to cenfure,

- they thercfore impofed upon the world with great-

. er impunity; and as it is evident that thefe have
related a great number of fictitious particulars, #
is probable énough that they alfo gave us feveral
falfe aéras. *

It appeared in géneral to Sir Ifaac, *that the
‘world was five hundred yeirs younger than chro-
nologers declare it to be. He grounds his opinior
én the ordinary courfe of nature, - and on the ob-
fervations-which aftronomers have made.

By the courfe of nature we here underftand the
time that every generation of men lives upon thé
earth.  The Egyptians firft employed this vagué
and uncertain method of calculating, when they
began to write the beginning of their hiftory.
"Thefe' compuited three hiindred and forty’ one ge-
nerations from' Menes to Sethon; ‘and having 1o
fixed aera, they fuppofed three generations to con-
fift of an bundred years. Tn this manner they
computed eleven thoufand thre¢ hvndred and forty
years from Menes’s reign to that'of Setlion.

Tue Greeks, before théy counted by olympiads;
followed' the method’ of the Egyptianis, and even
gave a little more extent to gencrations, making
each to confift of forty years.

Now here both the Egyptians and the Greeks
made an ‘erroncous comrputation. It is true ir-
deed, ‘that accordmg to the ufual courfe’of natoré
threé'generations laft about an hundred 2nd twenty
years : ‘but three reigns are for from'taking up fb
many. " Tt is very evident, that' mankind in’ gene

13
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ral live longer than kings are found to reign : for
that an author who fhould.write;a hiftory, in,
whxch there were no dates fixed, and fhould know
that nine kings had reigned over a nation; fuch an,
hiftorian would commit a great error fhould he al-
low three hundred years to thefe nine monarchs.,
Every generation takes aboutthirty fix years; every:
reign is, one with the other, about. twenty.
Thirty kings of England have fwayed. the {ceptre
from. William the conqueror to George the: firfl,.
the: years of whofe reigns added together, amount
to fix hundred. and forty eight years; which being
divided equally among the thirty kings, give. ta
every one a reign. of twenty one years and a Half
very.near. . Sixty three kings of France have fas
upon the throne; thefe have; one with another,
reigned about twenty years each. ‘This is the
ufual courfe of nature:. the ancients therefore were
miftaken, when they fuppofed the durations, in
general, of reigns, to-equal shat of generations,
They therefore allowed too great a number of
years, and confequently fome years muft be fub-
{fira&ted from their computation. !

Astroxomicar obfervations. feem tolhave lent
aftill greater afiftange to our phxlofopher He
appears to us fironger when; he fights. upon -his
own ground.

You know that the earth, befides its annual
motion which carries it round the fun, from wefl
to eaft, in the fpace of a yean,' has alfo a. fingulac
revolution, which was quite unknown till; within
xhefe late years. , Its pales have a. very flow retros
grade motion. from ealt to weft, whence it happens
Lh"t their pofition every. day does not correfpond
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exaltly with the fame point of 'the heavens. = This
. difference, which is fo infenfible in a year, becomes
pretty confiderable in time; and in threefcore and
twelve years the difference is found to be of one
degree; that is to fay, the three hundred and fixtieth:
part of the circumference of . the whole heaven..
Thus after feventy two years, the colure of the
vernal equinox, which paffed through'a fixed ftar,
correfponds with another fixed ftar.  Hence it'is,
that the fun, inftead of being in that part of the
keavens in which the Ram was fituated in the time
of Hipparchus, is found to correfpond with that
part. of the heavens in which the Bull was fituated ;
and the Twins are placed where the Bull then ftood:
All the figns have changed their fituatioh, and yet
we flill retain the fame manner of fpeaking as the
ancients did. 1In thisage we fay that the fun is in
the Ram in the fpring, from the fame principle of
_condefcenfion that we fay that the fun turns.round.
Hirrarcuus, was the firft among the Greeks
who aobferved fome change in the conftellations,
with regard to the equinoxes, or rather who learnt
it from the Egyptians. - Philofophers afcribed this
motion to the ftars; for in thofe ages people were
far from imagining fuch a revolution in the earth,
which ‘was fuppofed to beimmoveable in every re-
{pet.. They therefore created a heaven in which
they fixed the feveral ftars, and gave this heaven a
particular motion by which it was carried towards
the eaft, whilft that all the ftars feemed to perform
their dmmal revolution from eaft to weft..  To
thl.s error | they. . added afecond of much greates
confequence, by imagining that the pletenaed hea-
- ven of the, fixed ftars advanced one degree eaft-
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ward’ every hundred years. In this mannet they’
were no lefs miftaken in their aftronomical calcu~
lation thanin their fyftem of natural philofophy.

As for inftance, an aftronomer in that age would'
have faid, that the vernal equinox was in the time’
of fuch and fuch an obfervation, in fuch a fign,

and in fuch a ftar. - It hds advanced two degrees

of each fince the time that obfervation was made
to the prefent. Now two degrees are equivalent’
to two hundred years; confequently the aftrono-

mer who made that obférvation lived juft {6 many

years before me. It is certain that an' aftronomér
who had argued in this manner would have mif-

took juft fifty four years; hence it-is that the an<
dients, who were doubly deceived, made their great

year of the world, that is, the re{roluti'on of the-~
whole heavens, to confift of thirty fix thoufand
years. But the moderns are fenfible; that this i/

maginary revolution of the heaven' of the flars i¢
nothing elfe than the revolution of the poles of the

earth, which is performed in twenty five thoufand -

nine hundred years. Tt may be proper to obfervé

tranfiently in this place, that Sir Ifaac, by deter-

mining the figure of the earth, has very happily

explained the caufe of this revolution.

Axc this being laid down, the only thing re:
maining to fettle’ chironology, is, to fee through
what flar the colure of the equinoxes paffes, and
where it interfects at this time the ecliptic in the
fpring ; and to difcover whether fome ancient writer
does not tell us in what point the ecliptic” was
interfected in his time ‘by the fame colure of thé
equinoxes.

CremENs ALEXAN‘DRIH'US mforms us, that Chi-
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ron, who went with the Argonauts, obferved the
conftellations at the time of that famous expediti~
on, and fixed the vernal equinox to the middle of
the Ram; the autumnal equinox to the middle of
Libra; our fummer folftice to the middle of Can-
cer, and our winter folftice, to the middle of Cap-
sicorn. ‘ .
A roxnc time after the expedition of the Argo-
nauts, and a year before the Peloponnefian war,
Methon oblerved that the point of the fummer fol-
ftice pafled through the eighth degree of Cancer.
Now every fign of the zodiac contains thirty de-
grees. In Chiron’s time, the folftice was arrived
at the middle of the fign, that is to {ay, to the fif-
teenth degree. A year before the Peloponnefian
war, it was at the eighth, and therefore it had re-
tarded feven degrees. A degree is equivalent to
feventy two years; confequently, from the begin-
ning of the Peloponnefian war to the expedition
of the Argonauts, there is no more than an inter-
val of feven times feventy two years, which make
five hundred and four years, and not feven hun-
dred years, as the Greeks computed. Thus in com-
paring the pofition of the heavens at this time, with
their pofition in that age, we find that the expe-
dition of the Argonauts ought to be placed about
nine hundred years before Chrift, and not about
fourteen hundred ; and confequently that the world
is not fo old by five hundred years as it was ge-
nerally fuppofed to be. By this calculation all the
aeras are drawn nearer, and the feveral events are
found to have happened later than is computed. I
do not know whether this ingenious fyftem will be
favourably received ; and whether thefe notions will
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pfé\fail fo far with the learned, as to prompt them
to reform the chronology of the world.  Perhaps
“thefe gentlémen would think it too great a con-
defcenfion, to allow one and the fame man the
glory of having improved natural philofophy, geo-
metry and hiftory. This would be a kind of uni-
verfal monarchy, which the principle of felf-love
that is in man will fearce fuffer him to indulge his
fellow creature; and, indeed, at the fame time that
fome very great philofophers attacked Sir Ifaac
Newton’s attraltive principle, others fell upon his
chronological fyftem. Time, that fhould dif-
cover to which of thefe the vi¢tory is due, may
perhaps only leave the difpute flill more undeter-
mined. *
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LETTER XVIL
OF TRAGEDY.

THE Englith, as well as the Spaniards, were
pofleffed of theatres, at a time when the French
had no more than moving, itinerant {tages. Shake-
fpeare, who was confidered as the Corneille of the’
firft mentioned nation, was pretty near contempor-
ary with Lopez de Vega, and he created, as it were,
the Englith theatre. Shakefpeare boafted a ftrong,
fruitful genius: he was natural and fublime, but
had not fo much as.a fingle fpark of good tafte,
or knew one rule of the drama. 1 will now hazard
a random, but, at the fame time, true refletion,
which is, that the great merit of this dramatic poet
has been the ruin of the Englith ftage. There-are
fuch beautiful, fuch noble, fuch dreadful fcenesin
this writer’s monftrous farces, to which the name
of tragedy is given, that they have always been ex-
hibited with great fuccefs. Time, which only gives
reputation to writers, at laft makes their very faults
venerable. Moft of the whimfical, gigantic images
of this poet, have, through length of time (it be-
ing an hundred and fifty years fince they were firft
drawn) acquired a right of pafing for fublime.
Moft of the modern dramatic writers have copied
him ; but the touches and delcriptions which are
applauded in Shakefpeare, are hifled at in thefe

writers; and you will eafily believe, that the ve-
neration in which this author is held increafes in
proportion to the contempt which is {hewn to the
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moderns. Dramatic writers do not confider that
they fhould not imitate him; and the ill fuccefs of -
Shakefpeares imitators produces no other effect than
to make him be confidered as inimitable. You re-
member, that in the tragedy of OrueLLo Moor of
Venice, (a moft tender piece) a man ftrangles his
wife on the ftage; and that the poor woman, whilt
fbe is firangling, cries aloud, that (he dies very un-
juftly. You know that in HamreT Prince of Den-
mark, two grave-diggers make a grave, and are all
the time drinking, finging ballads, and making hu-
morous refletions, (natural indeed enough to per-
fons of their profeflion) on the feveral fkulls they
throw up with their fpades; but a circumftance
which will furprize you is, that this ridiculous in-
cident has been imitated. In the reign of king
Charles the fecond, which was that of politenefs,
and the golden age of the liberal arts, Otway, in
his Venice Preserv’D, introduces Antonio the fe-
nator, and Naki his courtezan, in the midlt of
the horrors of the marquis of Bedmar’s confpiracy.
Antonio, the fuperannuated fenator plays, in his
miftrefs’s prefence, all the apith tricks of a lewd,
impotent debauchee, who is quite frantic and out
of his fenfes. He mimics a bull and a dog; and
bites his miftrefs’s legs, who kicks and whips him,
However, the players have ftruck thefe buffooneries
(which indeed was calculated merely for the dregs
of the people) out of Otway’s tragedy; but they
have ftill left in Shakefpeare’s Jurivs Czsar, the
jokes of the Roman fhoemakers and coblers, who
are introduced in the fame fcene with Brutus and
Caffius. You will undoubtedly complain, that thofe
who have hitherto difcourfed with you on the Eng-
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lith {tage, and efpecially on the celebrated Shake-
fpeare, have taken notice only of his errors; and
that no one has tranflated-any of thofe ftrong, thofe
fortible paffages which atone for all his faults.
But to this I will anfwer, that nothing is eafier than
to exhibit in profe all the filly impertinencies which
a poet may have thrown out; ‘but that it is a very
difficult tafk to tranflate his fine verfes. All your
Jjunior academical Sophs, who fet up for cenfors of
the eminent writers, compile whole volumes; but
methinks two pages, which difplay fome of the
beauties of great geniufes, are of infinitely more
value than all the idle rhapfodies of thofe commen-
tators; and I will join in opinion with all perfons
of good tafte, in declaring, that greater advantage
may be reaped from a dozen verfes of Homer or
Virgil, than from ali the critiques put together
which have been made on thofe two great poeéts,

I uave ventured to tranflate fome paflages of
the moft celebrated Englifh poets, and {hall now
give you one from Shakefpeare, Pardon the
blemifbes of the tranflation for the fake of the ori-
ginal; and remember always that when you fee a
verfion, you fee merely a faint print of a beautiful
picture. I have made choice of part of the cele-
brated foliloquy in Hamlet, which you may re-
member is as follows

To be, or not to be? -that is the queftion.
Whether *tis nobler in the mind, to fuffer
The ftings and arrews of eutragious fortunc,
Or ta take arms againft a fea of treubles,
Zind by oppsfing, end them P---ta dye !--+to flecp !
No migre? and by a fleep to fay we end

K
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The heart-ach, and the thoufand natural fhicks
That flefly is heir to! ’tis a confummation
Deveoutly to be wifhed. To die!---ta fleep!----

To fleep ? perchance to dream! ay, there’s the rub;
For in that fleep of death, what dreams may come
When we have fhuffled off this mertal coil,

Muf? give us paufe. There's the refpect

That makes calamity of fo long life:

For who waew'd bear the whips and feorns of time,
TH oppreffer’s wrong, the proud man's contumely,
The pangs of defpis’'d love, the law’s delay,

The infolence of office, and the [purns

That patient merit of th unworthy takes,

When be himfelf might bis quietus make

With a bare bodkin? who would fardles bear

Yo groan and fweat under a weary life,

But that the dread of fomething after death,
That undifcover’d cowntry, from whefé bourne
No traveller returns, puzzles the will,

And makes us rather bear thofe ills we have,
Than fly to others that we know nst of.

Thus confeience does make cowards of us all;
And thus the native hue of refolution -

Is fickled o'er with the pale caft of thought :
And enterprizes of great weight and meoment
With this regard their currents turn away,

And lofe the name ef altisn——

My verfion of it runs thus:

Demeure, il faut choifir et paffer a linflant

De la vie, a la mort, cu de letre au neant.
Dieux cruels, s'il en eff, eclairez man courage.
Faut<il vieillir courbe fous le main qui m'outrage,
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Supporter, ou finir mon malbenr et mon fort ?
Qui fuis je? qui m'arsote ! et guefice que lamort?
Ceft la fin de nos maux, c’eft mon unique azile
Apres de long tranfports, c’eft un fommeil tranguile.
On s’endort, et tout meurt, mais un affreux reveil
Doit fucceder peut etre aux douceurs du formmeil!
On nous menace, cn dit que cette conrte vie

De tourmens eternels eft auffi-tot fuivie.

O mort! moment fatal? affreufé eternitiel

Zout coeur a ton feul nom fe glace epouvante.

Eb? qui pourroit fans Toi fupporter cette vie,
Ramper feus un miniflre, adorer [os bauteurs ;

Et moutrer les languenrs de fon ame abattue,

Ades amis ingrats qui detournent la vue ?

La nort fereit trop douce en ces extremitez,

Mazs le_fcrupule parle, et nous crie arretez;

1] defend a nos mains cet heurenx homicide

Et dun heros guerrier, fait un chretien timide, etc.

Do not imagine that I have tranflated Shake-
fpeare in a fervile manner. "Woe to the writer
who gives a literal verfion; who by rendering e-
very word of his original, by that very means e-
nervates the fenfe, and extinguithes all the fire of it.
It is on fuch an occafion one may juftly affirm, that
the letter kills, but the fpirit quickens.

H:re' follows another pallage copied from a ce-
Jebrated tragic ‘writer among the Englith. It is
Dryden, a poet it the reign of Charles the fecond ;
a writer whofe genius was too exuberant, and not
accompanied with jodgment enough. Had he writ
only a tenth part of the works he: left behind him,
hxs charater . would have been confpicuous inve-

} ol 13D bl 2uabve
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very part; but his great fault is his having endea-
voured to be univerfal. '
Tue paflage in queftion is as follows:

When I confider life, *tis all a cheat';

Yet fool'd by hope, men favour the deceit ;
Truft on and think, to morrew will repay;

To morrow’s falfer than the former day ;

Lies mores and whilf? it fays we fhall be blef?
With fome new joy, cuts off what we pofJeft;
Strange cozenage’ none wou'd live paft years again,
Yet all hope pleafure in what yet remain,

And from the dregs of life think to receive
What the firft fprightly running could not give.
Pm tird with waiting for this chymic gold,
Which fools us young, and beggars us when old.

I fhall now give you my tranflation.

De deffeins en regrets et derreurs en defirs.

Les Mortels infenfes promenent lur folie.

Dans des malheurs prefents, dans Pefpoir des plaifirs

Nous ne vivons jamais, nous altendons la uie.

Demaii, demain, dot-on, va combler tous nos voeux,

Demain-vient, et neus laiffe encore plus malheurenx,

Qucelle eft Perrenr, helas! du foin qui nous devore,

Nul de nous ne voudreit recommencer fan cours.

De nas premiers momens nous maudiffens laurore,

Et de la nuit qui vient, nous attendons encore

Ce gqilont en vain promis les plus beaux de nos
Jours, etc.

Ir is in thefe detached paffages that the Englith
have hitherto excelled. Their dramatic pieces,
moft of which are barbarous and without decorum,.
order or verifimilitude, dart fuch refplendent flafhes
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through this gleam, as amaze and aftonifh us, The
ftyle is too much inflated, too unnatural, too clofe-
ly copied from the Hebrew writers, who abound
fo much with the Afiatic fuftian, But then it muft
be alfo confeffed, that the /Zits of the figurative
ftyle on which the Englifh tongue is lifted up, raifes
the genius at the fame time very far aloft, though
with an irreguler pace.. The firft Englith writer,
who compofed a regular Tragedy, and infufed a
fpirit of elegance through every part of ir, was
the illuftrious Mr., Addxfon. His Cato is a mafter-
piece both with regard to the diction, and to the
beauty and harmony of the numbers., + The cha-
raéter of Cato i3, in my opinion, vaﬂly {uperior
to that of Cornelia in the Pomesy of Corncille: for
Cato is great without any thing like fuftian, and
Cornelia, who befides is not a neceffary charaéter;
‘tends fometimes to bombaft. = Mr. Addifon’s Ca-
to appears to me the greateft charaler that ever
was brought upon any ftage, but then the reft of
them do not correfpond to the dignity of it: and
this dramatic piece fo excellently well writ is dif-
figured by a dull love-plot, which (preads a certain
Janguor over the whole, that quite murders it.
Tue cuftom of introducing love at random and
at any rate in the drama, pafled from Paris to
London about 1660, with our ribbons and our
peruques. The ladies who adorn the theatrical
circle there, in like manner as in the cicy, will fuffer
love only to be the theme of every converfation,
"The judicious Mr. Addifon had the effeminate com-
plaifance to foften the feverity of his dramatic cha-
raéter fo, as to adapt it to the manners of the age;
and from an endeavour to pleafe quite ruined a
K3
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mafter-piece in its kind. = Since his time, the'dra-
ma is become more regular, the audience more
difficult to be pleafed, and writers more correct and:
lefs bold. I have feen fome new pieces that were:
written with great regularity, but which at the fame
time were very flat and infipid. One would think
that the Englith had been hitherto formed to pro-
duce irregular beauties only. The fhining mon-
fters of Shakefpeare give infinitely more delight than’
the judicious images of the moderns. Hitherto the:
poetical genius of the Englith refembles a tufted:
tree planted by the hand of nature, that throws out
a thoufand branches ‘at random, and fpreads une-
qually, but with great vigour. ' It dies if you at-
tempt to force its nature, and to lop and drefs it
in-the fame manner as the trees of the garden of
Marit, J
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LETTER XIX.

OF COMEDY

1AM {urprized, that the judicious and mgem~ '
ous Mr. de Muralt, who has publithed fome let-:
ters on the Englith and French nations, fhould,
have confined himfelf, in treating of comedy, mere-,
ly to cenfure Skadwell the comic writer.  This
author was had in pretty great contempt in Mr.
de Muralt’s time, and was. not the poet of the po-
lite part of the nation: His dramatic pieces, which
pleafed fome time in adling, were defpifed by: all
perfons of tafte, and might be compared to many
plays which I have feen in France, that drew crouds.
to the play-houle, at the fame time that they were.
intolerable to read; and O?T\lwhxch it might be faid,
that the whole city of Paris exploded them, and
yet all flocked to fee them reprefented on the flage..
Methinks Mr. de Muralt fhould have mentioned an
excellent comic ;writer, (living when he was in
England) I mean Mr. Wycherley, who was a long,
time known_publicly to be happy in the good
graces of _the moft celebrated miftrefs of King
Charles the fecond.; This gentleman, who pafled
his life among, perfons of the higheft diftinction,
was perfe&ly well acquainted with their Jives and,
their folhes, and painted them with the firongeft.
pencil,_ and in, ‘the trueft colours, He has drawn,
a leanthlope or man- l-ater, in .imitation of that
of Moliere. All \Vycherley s firokes are fironger.
and boIdcr than thofe of our Mifanthrope, but then
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they are lefs delicate, and the rules of decorum
are not fo well obferved in this play. The En-
glith writer has correted the only defett that is in
Moliere’s comedy, the thinnefs of the plot, which.
alfo is fo difpofed that the charatters in it do not
.enough raife our concern. The Englith comedy
affects us, ‘and the contrivance of the plot is very
ingenious, but at the fame 'time it is too bold for
the French manners. The fable is this.——A
captain of a man of war, who is very brave, open-
hearted, and enflamed with a fpirit of contempt
for all mankind, has 2 prudent fincere friend whom
he yet is fufpicious of, ‘and a miftrefs that loves
him with the utmoft excefs of paffion. The captain,
fo far from returning her love, will not even con-
defcend to look upon her;. but confides intirely in-
a falfe friend, who is the moft worthlefs wretch.
living. At the fame time he has given his heart
to a creature who- is the greateft coquet and the
moft perfidious of her fex, and is fo credulous as
to be confident fhe is a Penclope, 'and his falfe
friend a Cato. ' He embarks on board his fkip, in
order to go and fight the Dutch, having left all his’
money, his jewels and every thing he had in the
world to this virtuous creature, whom at the fame
time he recommends to the care of his fuppofed
fzithful friend. * Neverthelefs the ‘reat man of ho-
nour, whom lte fufpe@s fo ‘unaccountably, goes
on board the fhip with him; and the miftrefs, on
whom he would not beftow fo much as one glance,
difguifes herfelf in the habit of a page, and i
with him "the whole vowage, , without ‘his once
knowing that the'is of a fex} different from that’

-~
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fhe attempts to pafs for, which, by the way, isnot
over natural,

Tue captain, having blown up his own fhip {n
an engagement, returns to England abandoned and
undone, accompanied by his page and his friend,
without knowing the friend(hip of the one, or the
tender paflion of the other. Immediately he goes
to the jewel among wornen, who he expe&ed had
preferved her fidelity to him, and the treafure he
had left in her hands. He meets with her indeed,
but married to the honeft knave in whom he had
repofed fo much confidence; and finds fhe had
alted as treacheroufly with regard to the cafket he
had entrufted her with. The captain can fcarce
think it poffible, that a woman of virtue and ho-
nour can a& fo vile a part ; but to convince him
ftill more of the reality of it, this very worthy la-
dy falls in love with the little page, and will force
him to her embraces. But asit is requifite juflice
fhould be done, and that in a dramatic piece vir-
tue ought to be rewarded and vice punifhed; itis
at laft found that the captain takes his page’s place,
and lies with his faithlefs miftrefs, ' cuckolds his
‘treacherous friend, thrufts his fword through his
body, recovers his cafker and marries his page.
You will obferve that this play is alfo larded with
a petulant, litigious old woman (a relation of the
captain) who is the moft comical charater that
was ever brought upon the flage.

Wycuerrey has alfo copied from Moliere a-
nother play, of as fingular and bold a caft, which
is a kind of Ecole des Femmes, or, School for mar-
ried Women. -

Tue principal charadter in this comedy is one
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Horner, a fly fortune-hunter, and the terror of
all the city hufbands. This fellow, in order to
play a furer game, caufes a report to be fpread,

that in his laft illnefs, the furgeons had found it
neceflary to have him made an eunuch. Upon
his appearing in this noble charalter, all the huf-
bands in town flocked to him with their wives,
and now poor Horner is only puzzled about his
choice. - However, he gives the preference parti:
cularly to'a little female peafant; a very harmlefs,
innocent creature, who enjoys a fine fluth of
health, and cuckolds her hufband with a fimplici-
ty that has infinitely more merit than the witty
malice of the moft experienced ladies. This play
cannot indeed be called-the fchool-of good morals,
but it is certainly the fchool of wit and true hu-
mour.

Sir John Vanbrugh has' writ feveral comedies
which are more humorous than thofe of Mr. Wy-
cherley, but not fo ingenious. Sir John was 2
man.of pleafure, and likewife -a poet and an ar-
chite®®. = 'The general opinion is, that he is as
fprightly in his writings as he is heavy in his build-
ings. It is he who raifed the famous caftle of
Blenheim, a ponderous and lafting monument of
our unfortunate battle of Hockftet. Were the
apartments but as fpacious ‘as the walls are thick,
this caftle would be commodious enough.  Some
wag, in an epitaph he.made on Sir John Vanbrugh
has thefe lines:

Lie beavy on him earth, 'for be
€ Laid many a heavy load on thee.
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Sir John having taken a tour into France be-
fore the glorious war that broke out in 1701,
was thrown into the Baftile, and detained there
for fome time, without being ever able to difco-
ver the motive which had prompted our minifiry
to indulge him this mark of their diftinétion.. He
writ a comedy during his confinement;- and a cir-
cumftance which appears to me very extracrdina-
ry, is, that we do not meet with fo miuch as a
fingle fatirical ftroke againft the country in which
he had been {o injurioufly treated.

Tus late Mr. Congreve raifed the glory of co-
medy to a greater height than any Englith writer
before or fince his time. He wrote only a few
plays, but they are all excellent in their kind.
The lawsof the drama are ftrictly obfersed in them;
they abound with characters, all which are thadow-
ed with the utmoft delicacy, and we do not meet.
with fo much as one low, or coarfe jeft. The
language is every wherc that of men of honour,
but their aQions are thofe of knaves; a proof that
he was perfeétly well acquainted with human na-
ture, and frequented what we call polite compa-
ny. @#He was infirm, and come to the verge of-
life when I knew him. Mr. Congreve had one
defeét, which was, -his entertaining too mean an
idea of his firft profeffion, (that of a writer) though
it was to-this he owed his fame and fortune. He
fpoke of his works as of trifles that were beneath
him ; and hinted to me, inour firft converfatiop,,
that I thould vifit him upon no other foot than,
that of a gentleman, who led alife of plainnefs,
and fimplicity. I anfwered, that had he been, fo
unfortunate_as to'be a mere gentleman I fhould, -

.
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never have come to fee him; and I was very
much difgufted at fo unfeafonable a piece of va-
nity. :

Mz. Congreve’s comedies are the moft witty
and regular, thofe of Sir John Vanbrugh moft gay
and humorous, and thofe of Mr. Wycherley have
the greateft force and fpirit. It may be proper to
obferve, that thefe fine geniufes never fpoke difad-
vantageoufly of Moliere; and that none but the
contemptible writers among the Englith have en-
deavoured to leffen the charaéter of that great comic
poet. Such Italian muficians as defpife Lully are
themfelves perfons of no charadter or ability; but
2 Buononcini efteems that great artift, and does
juftice to his merit.

Tue Englith have fome other good comic wri-
ters living, fuch as Sir Richard Steel, and Mr,
Cibber, who is an excellent player, and alfo poet
Jaureat; a title which, how ridiculous foever it
may be thought, is yet worth a thoufand crowns
a year, (befides fome confiderable privileges) to
the perfon who enjoys it. Our illuftrious Cor-
neille had not fo much. &

To conclude. Do not defire me to defcend to
particulars with regard to thefe Englifh comedies,
which I am fo fond of applauding; nor to give
you a fingle fmart faying, or humorous firoke
from Wychetley or Congreve. We do notlaugh
in reading 2 tranflation. If you have 4 mind to
underftand the Englith comedy, the only way to
do this will be for you to go to England, to fpend
three years in London, * to make yourfelf mafter
of the Englith tongue, and to frequent the play-
houfe every night. 1 reccive but little pléafure
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“from the perufal of Ariftophanes and Plautus, and
for this reafon, becaufe I am neither a Greek nor
a Roman. The dehcacy of the hufinour, the allufi-
on, the a prepos, all thefe are loft-to a foreigner.

" Bur it is different with refpe&t to tragedy, this
treating only of exalted paffions and heroical fol-
lies, which the antiquated errors of fable or hiftory
have made facred. Oedipus, Eleétra, and fuch
like charaéters may, with as much propriety, be
treated of by the Spaniards, the Englith, or us,
as by -the Greeks. But true comedy is the fpeak-
ing piture of the follies and ridiculous foibles of a
nation; fo that he only is able to judge of the
painting, who is perfeétly acquamted with the peo-
ple it reprefents.
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LETTER XX

QF SUCHOF THE.NOBILITY
AS CULTIVATE THE BELLES
LETTRES.

THERE once was a time in France when the
polite arts were cultivated by perfons of the high-
eft rank in the ftate. The courtiers particularly
were converfant in them, although indolence, a
tafte for trifles, and a patfion. for intrigue, were
the divinities of the country. The court, methinks,
at this time feems to have given into a tafte quite
oppofite to that of polite literature, but perhaps
the mode of thinking may be revived in a little
time. The French are of fo flexible a difpofiti-
on, may be moulded into fuch a variety of fhapes,
that the monarch needs but command and he is
immediately obeyed. The Englifh generally think,
and learning is had in greater honour among them
than in our country; an advantage that refults
naturally from the form of their government.
There are about eight bundred perfons in England
who have a right to fpeak in public, and to fup-
port the intereft of the kingdom’; and near five or
fix thoufand may, in their turns, afpire to the fame
honour. The whole nation fet themfelves up as
judges over thefe, and every man has the liberty
of publifbing his thoughts with regard to public
affairs ; which fhews that all the people in genc-
ral are indifpenfably obliged to cultivate their un-
derflandings. In England the governments of -
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Greece and Rome are the {ubject of every conver-
fation, fo that every man is under a neceffity of
perufing fuch authors as treat of them, how difa-
greeable foever it may be to him; and this ftudy
leads naturally to that of polite literature. Man-
kind in general fpeak well in their refpetive pro-
feflions. What is the reafon why our magiftrates,
our lawyers, our phyficians, and a great number
of the clergy, are abler fcholars, have a finer tafte
and more wit, than perfons of all other profeffions?
The reafon is, becaufe their condition of life re-
quires a culivated and enlightened mind, in the
fame manner as a merchant is obliged to be ac-
quainted with his traffic.. Not long fince an Eng-
lith nobleman, who was very young, came to {ce
‘me at Paris in his return from Italy. He had writ
a poetical defcription of that country, which; for
delicacy and politenefs, may vie with any thing we
meet with in the earl of Rochefter, or in our Cha-
lieu, our Sarafin, or Chapelle. The tranflation I
have given of it is fo inexpreffive of the firength
and delicate humour ‘of the original, thatI ama o-
bliged ferioufly to afk pardon of the author, and
of all who underftand Epglith. . .However, as this
is the only method I have to make his lordfhip’s
verfes known, I fball here prefent you with them
in our tongue.

Quay je donc vu dans I Italie?
Orgueil, Afiuce, et Pawvrete,
Grands Complimens, peu de Bonte
Et beauccup de ceremonie.

B
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Lextravagante Comedic

Que fouvent I Inquifition T

Veut qu'on nomme Religion ;
Mais quici nous nommons Folie,

La Nature en vain bienfaifante
Veut enricher fes Lieux charmans,.
Des Pretres la main defolante

Etouffe fes plus beaux prefens.

Les Monfignors, foy difant Grands,
Seuls dans leurs Palais magnifiqucs
Y font & illuftres faineants,

Sans argent, et fans domeftiques.

Pour les Petits, fans liberte,
Marturs- du joug qui les domine,
Iis ont fait voeu de pauvrete,
Priant Dieu par oifivete

Et toujours jeunant par famine.

Ces beux lieux du Pape benis
Semblent habitez par les Diables ;-
Et les Habitants miferables

Sont dammnez dans le Paradis.

1 His lordfbip undoubtedly hints at the farces which certain
preachers adt in the open {quares.
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LETTER XXL

OF THE EARL OF ROCHESTER
AND MR. WALLER.

THE earl of Rochefter’s name is univerfally
known. Mr. de St. Evremont has made very fre-
quent mention of him, but then he has reprefent-
ed this famous nobleman in no otherlight than as
the man of pleafure, as one who was the idol of
the fair; but with regard to myfelf, I would will-
ingly defcribe in him the man of genius, the great
poet. Ameng other pieces which difplay the fhin-
ing imagination his lord(hip only could boaft, he
wrote fome fatires on the fame fubjets as thofe
our celebrated Boileau made cheice of. 1 do not
know any better method of improving the tafle,
than to compare the productions of fuch great ge-
niufes ashave exercifed their talent on the fame fub-
je&t. Boileau declaims as follows againft human
reafon in his fatire on man.

Cepz’ndc;nt a le woir plein de vapewrs legeres,

Sci-meme fe bercér de ces propres chimeres,

Laui feul de la nature eft la baze et Iappui,

Et le dixieme ciel ne tourne que pour lusi.

De tous les Aitimaux il eft ici le Maitre ;

Qui pourrcit e nier, pourfiis tu? Moi peut-
elre.

Ce maitre pretendu qui leur donne des loix,

Ce Roi des Animaux, combien a-t'il de Reis ?

L3
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Yet, pleas’d with idle whimfies of bis brain,

And pufPd with pride, this haughty thng would
fain

Be thought himfelf the only flay and prop

That holds the mighty frame of nature up.

The fkies and flars his properties muft feem,

Of all the creatures he’s the Lord,. he cries.

And who is there, fay you, that dares deny
So own’d a truth ? That may be, Sir, do I
This boafted monarch of the world who awes
The creatures here, and with his nod gives laws;
This felf-nam’d king, who thus pretends.to be
The lord of all, how many lords has he?
Ovprawm a little altered.

Tue lord Rochefter exprefles himfelf, in his
fatire againft man, in pretty near the following
manner: but I muft firt defire you always to re-
member, that the verfions I give you from the
Englith poets are written with freedom and lati-
tude; and that the reftraint of our verfification,,
ard the delicacies of the French tongue, will'not
allow a tranflator to convey into it the licentious
impetuofity and: fire of the Englith numbers.

Cet Efprit que je hais, cet Efprit plein-d’erreur.
Ge neft pas ma-raifin, c’eft la tienne Dollenr.
C'eft la raifon frivole, inquicte, orgeuillenfe
Des fages Animaux, rivale dedagneufe,

Qui croit entrienx et I'Ange, occuper-le milien,.
Et pence etre ici bas limage de fin Dieu.
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Vil atome imparfait, qui croit, doute, difpute
Rampe, s’eleve, tombe, et nie encare [ chute.
Rui nous dit je fuis libre, en nous montrant fés
Jfers, ;
Et dont Poeil trouble et faux, croit, percer l'us
nivers. ’ :
Allez, reverends Fous, bienheureux Fanatiques,
Campilez bien I’ Amas de vos Riens fcholaftiques,
Peres de Vifons, et dEnigmes facrez,
Auteurs du Labirinthe, ou vous vous egarez.
Allez obfturement eclaircir vas mifferes,
Et courez dans Pecole adorer vos chimeres..
1l eft dautres erveursy il eft de ces devots
Condamne pour eaux memes a Pennui du repos..
Ce myftique encloitre, fier de fon indolence
Tranguille, au fein de Dien.. Que peut il faire ?
I/ penfe. :
Non, tu ne penfes pointy, miferable tu dors:
Inutile a la terre, et mis an rang des Moris.
Ton efprit enerve croupit dans la. Moléffe.
Reveille toi, fois homme, €t fors de ton Yvreffe.
Lhomme eft ne pour agir, et tu pretens peus
Sfer? etc.

The original runs thuss

Hold, mighty man, I cry all this we know,
And tis this very reafen I defpife,

This fupernatural gift, that makes a mite
Think he’s the image of the infinite ;

Comparing his. fbort life, veid of all reft,

To the eternal and the ever bleft.

This bufj, puzzling flirrer up of doubt,

That frames deep myfleries, then finds.'em outy,
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Filling, with frantic crouds of thinking fools,

Thofe reverend bedlams, colleges and fehools ;

Borne on whofe wings, each heavy f[ot can
pierce

The limits of the boundlefs univerfe.

So charming ointments make an old witch fly,

And bear a crippled carcafe through the fky.

*Tis this exalted power, whofe bufinefs lies

In nonfenfe and impofibilities.

This made a whimfical philofopher,

Before the fpacious world bis tub prefer;

“And we have modern cloifter’d coxcombs, whe

Retire to think, >canfé they have nought to do:

But thoughts are giv'n for altion’s govern-
ment, :

Where altion ceafes, theught’s impertinent.

‘Whaetnsr thefe ideas are true or falfe, it is cer-
tain they are exprefled with an energy and fire
which form the poet. I fhall be very far from at-
tempting to examine philofophically into thefe
verfes; to lay down the pencil and take up the
rule and compafs on this occafions my only de-
fign, in this letter, being to difplay the genius of
the Englith poéts, and thierefore X (hall continue
in the fame view.

THe celebrated Mr. Waller has been very much
talked of in France, and Mr. de la Fontaine, St.
Evremont and Bayle, have written his Elogium,
but fill his name only is known. He had much
the fame reputation in Lendon as Voiture had in
Paris, and in my opinion deferved it better. Voi-
ture was born in an age that was juft emerging
from barbarity; an age that was fill rude and ig-
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‘norant, the people of which aimed at wit, though
they had not the leaft pretenfions to’it, and fought
for points and conceits inftead of fentiments. Brif-
tol ftones are more eafily ‘found than ‘diamonds.
Voiture, born with an-eafy and frivolous genius,
was the firft who fhone in this Aurora of French
literature. Had he come into the world after thofe
great geniufes who fpread fuch a glory over the age
of Lewis the fourteenth, he would either have been
unknown, would have been defpifed, or would
have corretted his flile. Boilean applauded him,
but it was in his fir{l fatires, at a time when the
tafte of that great poet was not yet formed. He
was young, and in an age when perfons form a
judgment of men from their reputation, and not
from their writings. Befides, Boileau was very
partial both in his-encomiums and his cenfures. He
applauded Segrais, whofe works no body reads;
he abufed Quinault, whefe “ poetical pieces every
one has got by heart, and is wholly filent upon
La Fontaine. = Waller, though a better poet than
Voiture, was not yet a finifhed poet. 'The grac-
es breathe in fuch of 'Waller’s works as are writ
in a tender ftrain, but then they are languid through
negligence, and often disfigured with falfe thoughts.
The Englifh had net, in his time, attained the art
of corret writing. But his ferious compofitions
exhibit a ftrength and vigour which could not have
been expeted from the foftnefs and effeminacy of
his other pieces. He wrote an clegy on Oliver
Cromwell, which, with all its fauhs, is neverthe-
lefs looked upon asa mafter-piece. To underftand
this copy of verfes, you are to know that the day
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Oliver died was remarkable for a great ftorm. His
poem begins in this manner :

Nl weft plus, s’en ef? fait foumettons nous au fort,
Le ciel a fignale ce jour par des tempetes,

Et la woix des tonnerres eclatant fur nos tetes
Vient d'anoncer ja mort.

Par fes derniers foupris il ebranle cet ile

Cet ile que fon bras fit trembler tant de fois,

Quand dans le cours de fés Exploits,

Jl brifait la tete des Rois,

Et foumettoit un peuple afon jong feul docife.

Mer tu Pen es trouble; O Mer tes flots emus

Semblent dire en grondant aux plus leintains ri-
vages ‘

Que leffroi de la terre et ton JUaitre n'eft plus.

Tel au ciel autrefeis s'envola Romulus,

Tel il qmm la Terre, au milieu des orages,
Tel dun peuple guerrzer il recut les homages s
Obedi dans fa vie, a fa mort adore,

Son palais fut un temple, etc.

We muft refign! Heav'n bis great foul does claim
In ftorms as loud as his immortal fame :

His dying groans, bis laft breath fhakes our ifle,
And trees uncut fall for his fun'ral pile -

About bis palace their broad roots are tof?

Into the air ; fo Romulus was lof? s

New Rome in fuch a tempeft mifs’d her king,
And Jfrom obeying fell to worfhipping :

On Oeta’s top thus Hercules lay dead,

With ruin’d oaks and pines about him fpread.
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Nature herfelf took notice of bis death, ~

And, fighing, fuwell'd the fea with fuch a breath,

That to remoteft fhores the billows rolld,

7h appraac]:mg Sfate of his great ruler told,
WarLrer,

It was this eloglum that gave occafion to the
reply (taken notice of in Bayle’s dictionary,) which
‘Waller made to king Charles the fecond. This
king, to whom Waller had a little before (as is
ufual with bards and monarchs) prefented a copy
of verfes embroidered with praifes, reproached the
poet for not writing with fo much energy and fire
as when he had applauded the ufurper (meaning
Oliver;) Sir, réplied Waller to the king, we poets
Jucceed better in fiction than in trath. = This an-
fwer was not fo fincere as that which a Dutch am-
baffador made, who, when the fame monarch com-
plained that his mafters paid lefs regard to him than
they- had done to Cromwell; #h Sir! fays the
ambaffador, Oliver was guite another man----It is
not my intent to give a commentary on Waller’s .
charalter, nor on that of any other perfon; for
I confider men after their death in no other light
than as they were writers, 2nd wholly difregard
every thing elfe. I fhall only obferve, that Waller,
though born in a court, and to an eftate of five or
fix thoufand pounds fterling a year, was never fo
proud or fo indolent as to lay afide the happy talent
which nature had indulged him. The earls of
Dorfet and Rofcommon, the two dukes of Buck-
ingham, the lord Halifax, and fo many other noble-
men, did not think the reputation they obtained
of very great poets and illuftrious writers, any
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way derogatory to their quality. ~ They are:more
glorious for their works than for their titles. Thefe
cultivated the polite arts with as much: afliduity,
as though they had been their whole dependence.
They alfo have made learning appear venerable
in the eyes of the vulgar, who have need to be
led inall things by the great; and who' neverthe-
lefs fathion their manners lefs after thofe of the
nobility (in England I mean) than in any other
country in the ‘world,
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LETTER XX

OF MR. POPE; AND SOME OTHER.
FAMOUS POETS

I INTENDED to treat of Mr. ‘Prior, one
of the moft amiable Englith poets, whom you
faw plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary at
Paris in 1712, I alfo defigned to have given you
fome idea of the lord Rofcommon’s and the lord
Dorfet’s mufe ; but I find that to do this I thould
be obliged to write a large volume, and that after
much pains and trouble you would have but an
imperfect idea of all thofe works. Poetry is a kind
of mufic in which a man fhould have fome know-
lege, before he pretends to judge of it.  'When I
give you a tranflation of fome paflages from thofe
foreign poets, I only prick down, and that im-
perfeétly, their mufic; but then I cannot exprefs
the tafte of their harmony.

There is one Englith poém cfpecially, which
I fhould defpair of ever making you underftand,
the title whereof is Hudibras. The fubjet of it
is the civil war in the time of the grand rebellion;
and the principles and praftice of  the Puritans are
therein ridiculed. It is Don Quixote, it is our * Sa-

* Specics of fatire in profe and verle, written in France in
1394, againft the chicfs of the feague at that time. ” This fa-
tire which is alfo called Catholicon &' Ffpagne, was looked
upon as a mafter-picce. Rapin, Le Ko' Puln w, Pafferat and

" Chretien, the greateft wits of thal aOe are the authors of it
and'it was entitled Menippee, “From' Mcrlptus a cynic:

M
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tyre Menippee blended together. I never found
fo much wit in one fingle book as in that, which
at the fame time is the moft difficult to be tranf- .
lated. "Who would believe that a work which
paintsin fuch livelyand natural colours the feveral
‘foibles and follies of mankind, and where we meet
with more fentiments than words, fhould baffle
the endeavours of the ableft tranflator? but the
reafon of this is, almoft every part of it alludes to
particular incidents. The clergy are there made
the principal obje¢t of ridicule, which is under-
ftood but by few among the laity. To explain
this, a commentary would be requifite, and hu-
mour when explained is no longer humour.
‘Whoever fets up for a commentator of fmart fay-
ings and repartees, is himfelf a blockhead. This
is the-realon why the woiks of the ingenious
Dean Swift, who has been called the E nglnh Ra-
belais, will never be well underftood in France.
This gentleman has the honour (in common with
Rabelais) of being a prieft, and like him laughs at
every thing. Butin my humble opinion, the title
of the Englifh Rabelais, which is given the dean,
is highly derogatory to his genius. The former
has interfperfed his unaccountably fantaftic and un-
intelligible book, with the moft gay ftrokes of hu-
mour, but which at the fame time has a greater
proportion of impertinence. He has been vaftly
lavith of erudition, of fimut, and infipid raillery.
An agreeable tale of two pages is purchafed at the
_expence of whole volumes of nonfenfe. ~There

lofopher, who had written letters filled with fharp, fatirical
expreffions, in imitation of Varro, who compofed fatires which
he entitled Safyrae Ménippeac, "
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are but few petfons, and thofe of a’ grotefque tafte,
who pretend to underftand, and to eftcem this
work; for as to-the reft of the nation, they laugh
at the pleafant and diverting touches which are’
found in Rabelais, and defpife his bock. He is
looked upon as the prince of buffoons. - The
readers are vexed to think that a man, who was
mafter of fo much wit, thould have made fo
wretched an ufe of it.  He is an intoxicated phi-
lofopher, who never writ but when he was in li-
quor.

Deax Swirr is Rabelais in his fenfes, and fre-
quenting . the politeft company. The former in-
deed is not fo gay as the latter, but then he pof-
fefles all the delicacy, the juftnefs, the choice,- the
good tafte, in- all which particulars our-gigling ru- -
ral vicar Rabelais is'wanting: ‘The poetical num-
bers of dean Swift are of a fingular and almoft in-
imitable tafte; true humour, whether in profe or-
verfe, feems to be his peculiar talent; but whoever
is defirous of underftanding him perfeQily; maft
vifit the ifland in which he:was born.

It will be much ‘eafier for you to form an'idea’
of Mr. Pope’s works, He-is, in my opinion, the
moft elegant, the moft corre& poet; and at the

fame time the: moft harmonious (a eircumftance.
" which redounds very much to the honour of his
mufe) that England ever gave birth to.. He has
mellowed the harfh founds of the'Englifh trumpet
to the foft accents of the fiute:  His compofitibns
may be eafily tranflated; becaufe they are vafily
clear and perfpicuous; befides, moft of his fubjects
are general, and relative to all nations.

His Effay on Criticifm will foon be: known in

M 2.
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France, by the tranflation which I'Abbe de Renel *
has made of it.

. Here is an extralt from his poem entitled the
Rape of the Lock, which I juft now tranflated with
the laticude I ufually take on thefe occafions; for
. once again, nothing can be more ridiculous than to
tranflate a poet literally.

Umsritr, a linflant, vieil Guome rechigne,

Va d'une aile pefante et d'un air renfrogne

Chercher en murmurant la caverne profonde,

Qu loin des doux raions que repand Peil du monde

La Deeffé, aux vapeurs a choifi fon fejour,

Les triftes dquilons y fiflent alentour.

Et le foufle mal fain de leur aride haleine

Y porte aux environs la flevre et la migraine.

Sur un ricke fifa derriere un paravent '

Loin des flambeaux, du bruit, des parleurs ¢t du
vernt,

La quinteufe Deeffé inceffamment repofe,

Le ceeur gros de chagrin, fans en favoir la canfé.

Naiant penfee jamais, lefprit toujours trouble,

L'wil charge, le teint pale, et Phypocondre enflc.

Lamedijante Envie, eft affifé aupres delle,

Vieil [pectre feminin, decrepite pucelle,

Avec un air devot dechiraut fon prochain,

Et chanfennant les gens Pevangile a la main.

Sur.un lit plein de fleurs negligemment panchee

Une jeune Beante non loin delle eft couchee,

Ceft I Affectation qui graffaie en parlant,

Ecoute fans entendre, et lorgne en regardant.

Qui rougit fans pudeur, et rit de tout fans joie,

De cent maux differens pretend quelle eft la
proie ; -

£
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Et pleine de fante feus le rouge et le fard,
Se plaine avec moleffé, et fe pame avec art.

Uwmsricy, a dufky, melancholy fprite

As ever fullied the fair face of light,

Down ta the central earth, his proper fcene,
Repairs to fearch the gloomy cave of Spleen.
Swift on bis footy pinions flits the Gnome,
And in a vapour reach'd the difmal dome.

No chearful breeze this fullen region knows,
The dreaded caft is all the wind that blows:
Here, in a grotto, fhelter'd clofe fram air,

And [ereen’d in fbades from day’s detefled glare,
She fighs for ever on her penfive bed,

Pain at ker fide, and Megrim at ber head,
Two bandmaids wait the throne : alike in place,
But diff 'ring far ingfigure_and in face,

Here flood Ill-nature like an ancient maid,
Her wrinkled form in black and white array’d ;
With flore of prayers for mornings, nights, and

" noons, ¢

Her hand is filld; ber bofom with lampsons.,
 There Affeclation, with a fickly mzin,-

Shows in her cheek the rofes of eighteen,
Practis’d to lifp, and hang the head afide,
Faints into airs, and languifbes with pride;
On the rich quilt finks with becoming woe, -
Wrapt in a gown, for ficknefs ad for fhow.

THis extralt in the original, (not in the faint
tran{lation 1 have given you of it) may be compar-
ed to the defcription of La Molelle (foftnefs or ef-
feminacy) in Boileau’s Lutrin.

‘Metainks I now have given you fpecimens

M 3
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enough from the Englith poets. I have made
fome tranfient mention of their philofophers, but
as for good hiftorians among them, I do not know
of any; and'indeed a Frenchman was forced to
write - their hiftory. Poflibly the Englith genius,
which is cither languid orimpetuous, has not yet
agquired that unaffected eloquence, that plain but
majeftic air, which hiftory requires. Poffibly too,
the fpisit of :party, which exhibits objeéts in a dim

v

and . confufed light, may have fank the credit of

their-hiftorians:  One half of the nation is always-
ag: variance with the. other half. I have.met with.
people.who- affured me-that the duke: of Marlbo-
rough was a coward; and that Mr. Pope, was a:
fool;. juft as fome. Jeluits in-France declare Pafal:
to have been a man of little or no genius; and.
fome Janfenifts affirm father Bourdaloue to have.
been .a. mere. babbler. The. Jacobites confider-
Mary queen-of Scots as a pious heroine, but thofe -
of an oppofite party-look upon her .as a proftitate, _
an adulterefs, a murderer. Thus the Englith have;
memorials of the.feveral reigns, but no fuch thing:
as a hiftory. There is indeed now living, one
Mr. Gordon, _(the. public are obliged to him for a..
tranflation of ‘Tacitus)-who is very capable of writ-
iog the hiftory of-his own country, but Rapin.de
Thoyras got- the ftart of him. - To conclude,. in
my opinion,. tire Englifh have not fuch- good-hi-
ftorians as the French, have no fuch thing as a real ::
tragedy, have. feveral dehghtful comedies, fome
wonderful palfages. in certain of their poems, and
boaft of philofophers that are-worthy of. mﬂru&mg,
mankind. The Englith have reaped: very great:
beneﬁ* from the writers of our nation, and thﬁre-
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fore we ought, (fince they have not ferupled to be
in our debt) to borrow from them. Both the
Englith and we came after: the Italians, who have
been our infirutors in all the arts, and whom we
kave furpaffed in fome. I cannot determine whiclt-
of the three nations ought to be honoured-with

the palm; but happy the writer who could dif=
play their various merits,
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LET T ER XXIL

OF THE REGARD THAT OUGHT TO BE
SHEWN TO MEN OF LETTERS.

NEITHER the Englifh, nor any other people,
have foundations eftablithed in favour of the polite
arts like thofe in France. There are univerfities
in moft countries, but it is in France only that we
meet with fo beneficial an encouragement for a-
flronomy, ‘and all parts of the mathematics, for
phyfic, for refearches into antiquity, for painting,
fculpture and architeéture. Lewis the fourteenth
has immortalized his name by thefe feveral foun-
dations, and this immortality did not coft him two
hundred thoufand livres a year.

I musT confefs, that one of the things I very
much wonder at, is, that as the parliament of
Great Britain have promifed a reward of twenty
thoufand pounds Sterling to any perfon who may
difcover the longitude, they fhould never have once
thought to imitate Lewis the fourteenth in his mu-
nificence with regard to the arts and {ciences.

M:eriT indeed meets in England with rewards .
_ of another kind, which redound more to the ho-
nour of the nation. The Englifh have fo great a
veneration for exalted talents, that a man of merit
.in their country is always fure of making his for-

tune. Mr. Addifon in France would have been
.eleCted a member of one of the academies, and, by
the credit of fome women, might have obtained a
yearly penfion of twelve hundred livres ; or elfe
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might have been imprifoned in the Baftile, upon
pretence that certain ftrokesin his tragedy of Cato
had been difcovered, which glanced at the porter
of fome man in power. Mr. Addifon was raifed
to the poft of fecretary of ftate in England.  Sir
Ifaac Newton was made warden of the royal mint.
Mr, Congreve had a confiderable * employment.
Mr. Prior was plenipotentiary. Dr. Swift is Dean
of St. Patrick in Dublin, and is more revered in
Ireland than the primate himfelf. The religion
which Mr. Pope profeffes excludes him indeed from
preferments of every kind, but thenit did not
prevent his gaining two hundred thoufand livres
by his excellent tranflation of Homer. 1 myfelf
. faw a long time in France the author of t Rba-
damiftus ready to perifh for hunger: and the fon
of one of the greateft men § our country ever gave
birth to, and who was beginning to run the noble
career which his father had fet him, would have
been reduced to the extremes of mifery, had he not
been patronized by Mr. Fagon.

Burt the circumftance which moftly encourages
the arts in England, is the great veneration which
is paid them. The picture of the prime minifter
hangs over the chimney of his own clofet, but I
have feen that of Mr. Pope in twenty noblemens
houfes.  Sir Ifaac Newton was revered in his life--
time, and had a due refpe& paid to him after his
death; the greateft men in the nation difputing
who fhould have the honour of holding up his
pall. Go into Weftminfter-Abbey, and you will
find, that what raifes the admiration of the fpe-

® Sccretary for Jamaica. t Mr. de Crebillon. § Racine,
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Ctator is not the maufoleums of the Englith kings,
but the monuments, which the gratitude of the
nation has ere€ted to perpetuate the memory of
thofe Hluftrious men who contributed to its-glory:
‘We view their ftatues in that abbey in-the fame
manner, as thofe of Sophocles, Plato and other
immortal perfonages were viewed in Athens; and
I am perfuaded, that the bare fight of thofe glori-
ous monuments has fired more than one breaft,
and been the occafion of their becoming great
men.

Tue Englith have even been reproached with
paying too extravagant honeurs to mere merit,
and cenfured for interring the celebrated attrefs
Mrs. Oldfield in Weftminfter-Abbey, with almoft
the fame pomp as Sir Haac Newton. Some pre-
tend that the Englifh had paid her thefe great fu-
neral honours, purpolely to make us more ftrongly
fenfible of the barbarity and injuftice which they
object to us, for having buried Mademoifelle le
Couvreur ignominioufly in the fields.

Burt be aflured from me, that the Englith were
prompted by no other principle, in burying Mrs.
Oldfield in Weftminfter-Abbey, than their good
fenfe. They are far from being fo ridiculous as
to brand with infamy an art which bhas immortalized
an Euripides and a2 Sophocles; or to exclude fromr
the body of their citizens a fet of people whofe-
bufinefs is to fet off, with the utmoft grace of*
fpeech and a&tion, thofe pieces which the nation is
proud of.

Unpeg the reign of Charles the firft, and in-
the beginning of the civil wars raifed by a number
of rigid fanatics, who at laft were the victims- to
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it,.a great many pieces were publithed againft thea-
mcal and other fhews, which were attacked with
the greater virulence, becanfe that monarch ard
his queen, daughter to Henry the fourth of France,
were paflionately fond of them.

Oxe Mr. Prynne,.a man of moft furioufly
ferupulous principles, who would have thought
himfelf damned had he wore a caffock inftead of a
fhort cloak, and have been glad to fee one half of
mankind cut the other to pieces for the glory of
God, and the propaganda fide; took it into his
head to write a moft wretched fatire againft fome
pretty good comedies, which were exhibited very
_innocently every night before their Majefties. He
quoted the authority of the Rabbi’s, and fome paf
fages from St. Bonaventure, to prove that the
OEdipus of Sophocles was the work of the evil {pi-
rit; that Terence was excommunicated ipfo facto;
and added, that doubtlefs Brutus, who was a very
fevere Janfenift, affaflinated Julius Caefar, for no
other reafon, but becaufe he, who was pontifex
maximus, prefumed to write a tragedy, the fubjet
of which was OEdipus. Laftly, he declared, that
all who frequented the theatre were excommunicat-
ed, as they thereby renounced their baptifm. This
was cafting the higheft infult on the King and all
the royal family ; and as the Englith loved their
prince at that time, they could not bear to hear a
_writer talk of excommunicating him, though they
themfelves afterwards cut his head off. Prynne
was furnmoned to appear before the ftar-chamber;
his wonderful book, from which father Le Brun
ftole his, was fentenced to be burnt by the €om- °
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mon hangman, and himfelf to lofe his ears. His
trial is now extant. ' :

Tue Italians are far from attempting to caft a
blemith on the opera, or to excommunicate Signior
Senefino or Signora Cuzzoni. With regard to
myfelf, I could prefume to with that the magiftrates
would fupprefs I know not what contemptible
_pieces, written againft the ftage, For when the
Englith and Ttalians hear, that we brand with the
greateft mark of infamy an art in which we excel;
that we excommunicate perfons who receive fa-
faries from the king; that we condemn as impious
a fpeQacle exhibited in convents and monafteries;
that we dithonour fports in which Lewis the four-’
teenth, and Lewis the fifteenth performed as attors:
that we give the title of the devil’s works, to pieces
which are received by magiftrates of the moft
fevere charaller, and reprefented before a virtuous
queen ; when, I fay, foreigners are told of this in-
folent condu, this contempt for the royal authori«
ty, and this Gothic rufticity which fome prefume
to-call Chriftian feverity, what an idea muft they
entertain of our nation! And how will it be poffible
for them to conceive, either that our laws give a
fan&ion to an art which is declared infamous, or
that fome perfons dare to ftamp with infamy an art
which receives a fanétion from the laws, is rewarded
by kings, cultivated and encouraged by the greateft
men, and admired by whole nations! And that fa-
ther Le Brun’s impertinent libel againft the ftage,
is feen in a bockfeller’s (hop, ftanding the very
‘next to the immortal laboursof Racine, of Cornexlle,
“of Moliere, etc!
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LETTER XV.

OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY, AND OTHER
ACADEMIES.

THE Englith had an Academy of Sciences many
years before us: but then it is not under fuch pru-
dent regulations as-ours: the only reafon of which
very poflibly is, becaufe it was founded before the
Academy of Paris; for had it been founded after,
it would very probably:have adopted fome of the
fage laws of the former, and improved upon o-
thers.

Two things, and thofe the moft effential to man,
are wanting in the Royal Society of London, I mean
rewards and laws. A feat in the Academy at Paris
is a fmall, but fecure fortune to a Geometrician or
a Chemift ; ° but this is fo far from being the cafe
at London, that the feveral members of the Royal
Society are at a continual, though indeed fmall ex-
pence. Any man in England who declares him-
felf a lover of the mathematics and natural philofo-
phy, and exprefles an inclination to be a member |
of the Royal Society, is immediately elected into
it +. But in France it is not enough that a man
who afpires to the honour of being a member of the
academy, and of receiving the royal ftipend, has 2

$ The reader \\\*ill call to mind that thefe letters were writ-
ten about 1728 or 30, fince which time the names of the fe-
veral capdidates are, by alaw of the Royal Society, poltéd up
in it, in order that a choice may be made of fuch perfons on=
ly as are qualificd to be members, ~ The cclebrated My. de
Fontenelle had the honour to pafs through this Ordeal

N
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love for the fciences ; he muft at the fame time be
deeply fkilled in them ; and is obliged to difpute
the feat with competitors who are fo much the
more formidable as they are fired by a principle of
glory, by intereft, by the difficulty itfelf, and by
that inflexibility of mind, which is generally found
in thofe who devote themfelves to that pertmacx-
ous {ludy, ‘the mathematics. :

Tue Academy of Sciences is prudently confined
to the ftudy of nature, and, indeed, thisis a field
fpacious enough for fifty or threefcore perfons to
range in. That of London mixes indifcriminately
licerature with phyfics: but methinks the founding
an academy merely for the polite arts is more ju-
dicious, as it prevents confufion, and the joining,
in fome meafure, of heterogeneals, fuch as a dif-
fertation on the head-dreffes of the Roman ladies,
with an hundred or more new curves.

As there is very little order and regularity in
the Royal Society, and not the leaft encourage-
ment; and that the academy of Paris is on a quite
different foot, it is no wonder that our tranfadi-
ons are drawn up in a.more juft and beautiful
manner than thofe of the Englith.  Soldiers who
are under a regular difcipline, and befides well paid,
muft neceffarily, at laft, perform more glorious at-
chievements than others who are mere voluntiers.
It muft indeed be confefled that the Royal Society
boaft their Newton, but then he did not owe his
knowlege and difcoveries to that body; fo far from
it, that the latter were intelligible to very few of
his fellow-members. A genius like that of Sir Ifaac
belonged to all the academies in the world, becaufe
all had a thoufand things to learn of him.
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Tz celebrated Dean Swift formed a defign, in
the latter end of the late Queen’s reign, to found
an academy for the Englith tongue upon the mo-
del of that of the French, ~ This projeét was pro-
moted -by the late earl of Oxford, lord high trea-
furer, and much more by the lord Bolingbroke,
fecretary of ftate, who had the happy talent of
fpeaking without premeditation in the parliament-
houfe, with as much purity as dean Swift writ in
his clofet, and who would have been the ornament
and proteftor of that academy. Thofe only would:
have been chofen members of it, whofe works
will laft as long as the Englith tongue, fuch as
dean Swift, Mr. Prior, whom we faw here inveft-
ed with a public chara&ter, and whofe fame in
England is equal to that of La Fontaine in France;
Mr. Pope the Englilh ‘Boileau, Mr. Congreve who
may be called their Moliere, and feveral other e-
minent perfons whofe names I have forgot; all
thefe would have raifed the glory of that body to a
great height, even in its infanicy. - But queen Anne
being fnarched fuddenly from the world, the Whigs
were refolved to ruin the protettors of the intend-
ed academy, a circumftance that was of the moft
fatal confequence to polite literature, The mem-
bers of this academy would have had a very great
advantage over thofe: who firft formed that of the
French; for Swift, " Prior, Congreve, Dryden,
Pope, Addifon, etc. bhad fixed the Englifh rongue
by their writings; wlereas Chapelain, Colletet,

‘Caﬂ'algne, Faret, Perrin, Cotin, our firflt acade-
micians, were a difgrace to their country ; and fo
much ridicule is now attached to their very names,
that if an author of fome genius in this age had

N, 2
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the misfortune to be called Chapelain or Cotin, he
would be under a necefflity of changing his name.

Oxk circumftance, to which the Englith academy
fhould efpecially have attended, is, to have pre-
feribed to themfelves occupations of a quite dif-
ferent kind from thofe with which our academici-
ans amufe themfelves. A wit of this country
afked me for the Memoirs of the French academy.
I anfwered, they have no memoirs, but have printed

.threefcore or fourfcore volumes in quarto of com-
pliments.© The gentleman perufed one or two of
them, but without being able to underftand the
ftyle in which they were written, though he un-
derftood all our good authors perfeftly. All, fays
he, I fee in thefe elegant difcourfes is, that the
member ele¢t having affured the audience that his
predeceffor was a great man, that cardinal Riche-
lieu was a very great man, that the chancellor Se-
guict was a pretty great man; that Lewis the four-
teenth was a more than great man, the direStor
anfwers in the very,fame ftrain, and adds, that the:
member ele@ may alfo be a fort of great man, and
that himfelf, in quality of direftor, muft alfo have
fome fhare in this greatnefs.

Tre caufe why all thefe academical dxfcourfes
have unhappily done fo little honour to this body
is evident enough. FVitium eft temporis potius
guam heminis. ~ The fault is owing to the age
rather than to particular perfons. It grew up in-
fenfibly into a cuftom, for every academician to
repeat thefe elogiums at kis reception ; it was laid
down asa kind of law, that the public. (hould be
indulged from time to time the fullen fatisfaltion
of yawning over thefe produétions. If the reafon
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fhould afterwards be fought, -why the. greateft ge~
niufes who have been incorporated into that body -
have fometimes made the worft fpeecties; I anfwer, .
that it is wholly owing to a ftrong propenfion, the *
gentleman in queftion had to fhine, and to dif-
play a thread-bare, worn-out fubjet in a new and
uncommon light.  The neceffity of faying fome-
thing, the perplexity of having nothing to fay, .
and a defire of being witty, are three circumftan-
ces which alone are capable of making even the"
greateft writer ridiculous. Thefe gentlemen, not:
being able to ftrike out any-new thoughts, hunted
after a new play of ‘words, . and delivered them-
felves w1thout thinking at all; in like manner as:
people who fhould feem to chew with great eager--
nefs, and make.as though they were eating, at the
fame. time that they were juft ftarved:

It is a law in the French ‘academy, .to publith
all thofe difcourfes by which only they are known,..
but they fhould rather make a law never to print-
any of them.

‘Bur the academy of the- Belles Lettres have at
more prudent and more ufeful objet, which is, to
prefent the public: with a colleftion of tranfations
that abound with curious refearches and critiques.
Thefe tranfaltions are already cfteemed by foreign-
ers ; and it were only to be withed, that fome fub--
jé@ts in them had been.more thoroughly examined, -
and that others had not been treated at all.’ As
for inftance, we (Hould have been very well fatistied,
had they omitted I-know-not-what differtation’ on
the prerogative of the right hand over the left ;.
2nd. fome others, which, though not publithed v

N 3.
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der f{o ridiculous a title, ‘are yet written on fub-
jedts that are almolft as frivolous and filly.

Tue academy of fciences, in fuch of their re-
fearches as are of a more difficult kind and a more:
fenfible ufe, embrace the knowlege of nature and
the improvements of the arts. 'We.may prefume
that fuch profound, fuch uninterrupted purfuits
as thefe, fuch exaét calculations, fuch refined dif-
coveries, fuch extenfive and exalted views, will, at
laft, produce fomething that may prove of advantage
to the univerfe. Hitherto, as we have obferved
together, the mnioft ufeful difcoveries have been
made in the moft barbarous times. One would
conclude, that the bufinefs of the moft enlightened:
ages and the moft learned bodies, is, to argue and
debate on things which were invented by ignorant
people. 'We know exaltly the angle which the:
fail of a thip is to make with the keel, in order to
its failing better ; and yet Columbus difcovered:
America, without having the leaft idea of the pro-
perty of this angle: however I am far from infer-
ring from bence, that we are to confine ourfelves -
merely to a blind praétice, but happy it were, would
naturalifts and geometricians unite, as much as
pofiible, the pratice with the theory.

Strance, but fo it is, that thofe things which
reflett the greateft honour on the human mind,
are frequently of the leaft benefit to it! A man.
who underftands the four fundamental rules of
arithmetic, aided by a little good fenfe, fhall amafs
prodigious wealth in trade, thall become a Sir Peter
Delme, a Sir Richard Hopkins, a Sir Gilbert Heath-
cote, whilft a poor algebraift fpends his whole life
in fearching for aftonithing properties and relations
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in numbers, which at the fame time are of no
manner of ufe, and will not acquaint him with the
nature of exchanges. This is very nearly the cafe
with moft of the arts; there is a certain point, be-
yond which, all refearches ferve to no other pur-
pofe, than merely to delight an inquifitive mind..
Thofe-ingenious and ufelefs truthsmay be compar-
ed to flars, which, by being placed at too great a
diftance, cannot afford us the leaft light.

‘Witn regard to the French academy, how
great a fervice would they do to literature, to the:
language, and the nation, if, inftead of publifhing
a fet of compliments annually, they weould give us
new editions of the valuable works written in the
age of Lewis the fourteenth, purged from the fe-
veral errors of diction which are crept into them !
There are many of thefe errors in Corneille and
Moliere, but thofe in La Fontaine are very nume-
rous. Such as could not be correted, might at
leaft be pointed out. By this means, as all the
Europeans read thofe works, they would teach
them our language in its utmoft purity, which, by
that means, would be fixed to a lafting ftandard ;
and valuable French books, being then printed at
the king’s expence, would prove one of the moft
glorious monuments the nation could boaft. 1
have been told that Boileau formerly made this
propofal, and that it has fince been revived by a -
gentleman eminent for his genius, his fine fenfe,
and juft tafte for criticifm ; but this thought has
met with the fate of many other ufeful projefts, of
being applauded and negletted.

1 L’ Abbe de Rothelin of the French academy,

THE END.
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A.

ACADEMY. Defign for eftablithing an academy, for
the improvement of the Englith tongue, p. 145.
Reafons why that defign was laid afide, ibid. Re-
fle&tions on the French academy, and on that of the

*- fciences, - 147, 148, and of the advantages which
shight accrue from the French academy in France,

148, 149.

Addifon (Mr.) A confiderable fault in his beautiful tra-
gedy of Cato, 111, The high efteem in which his
writings are held in England, 139.

Ages (barbarous.) The moft ufeful inventions have
been' difcovered in them, 148.

Anaxagoras. His opinion concerning the nature of the
foul, 61. ‘

Antonio. A ridiculous chara@ler in one of Otway’s
plays, 106. k

Argonauts. Sir Ifaac Newton fixes the time of their
expedition, 103.

Ariftotle.  The ‘only reafon why he had o many
commentators was, becaufe he was unintelligible,
62.

Aftronomy. The ufe Sir Hfaac Newton made of this
fcience in re&ifying chronology, 100.

Attradtion. ~ Sir Ifaac Newton borrowed his fyftem of
“attraftion from the Lord Baeon, 58. - Explication
of that fyftem, 8o, 81. Defence of the term at-
traition, 87—8g.

B.

BACON (Lord.) His charadter and elogium, 54, etc.
Curious refle&ions on his philofophical difcoveries
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and his works, 56—s39. His hiftory of Henry
VII. cenfured, ‘59.

Baptifin. -Idea which the Quakers entertain of that ins
ftitation, 4—6.

Barclay (Robert.) Author of the Apology for the Qua-
kers, a work in great efteem, 7. prefents it to King
Charles II. 16. 3

Baftille.  Sir John Vanbrugh being in France was im-
prifoned in the Baftille, without knowing why, 117,

Bernard (St.) The fingular opinion of this father with
regard to the ftate of the foul after death,. 62.

Bernouilli, Whether he invented the integral calculati-
on, 97, . -

Bodies. Caofe of their denfity difcovered by Sir Ifaac
Newton, g2.

Bolingbroke (Vifcount.) Cenfidered as one of the de-
fenders of the church of England, 26. An ingeni-
ous and noble anfwer of that Lord, relating to the
Duke of Marlborough, in the oppofite party,.56.

Brounker (Lord). Squared the hyperbala, 96.

C.

CHARTA MAGNA. A famous edi& which the En~
glith look upon as the foundation of their Jiberties,.
43. Examination of that charter, 43—45.

Chinefe. ' The pradice of inoculation has been among
that people above two hundred years, 3.

Chronology. The new - difcoveries Sir 1faac Newton:
made in that {cience, 98. - Principles on which he
eftablithed them, 99—104,

Cibber (Mr.) An Englifh poet, and an excellent come-
dian, 118. ‘

Circaffians. The inoculation of the fmall pox invented
by that people. Reafons why this cuftom is pra&if-
¢d by them, 48—js1.

Clarke (Dr.) A famous divine. A flickler for Socini-

- anifm, 33, His chara@er, ibid. His adherence to that
fett of people though prejudicial to his fortune, ibid..
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Clergy. ‘Their authority in England, 26, 27. Their
morals better than thofe of the French clergy, 27,
" Molt Englith clergymen are pedants, and not very
amiable in fociety, 28. They fuddle themfelves,
which gives no offence, ibid.

Colours. Different colours of the rays of light, fixed
by Sir Ifaac Newton, 91, etc.

Comedies. The Englifh have fome very beautiful ones,
but to tafte them; a reader muft underftand the
tongue, they being very mach disfigured in a tean-
flation, 118,

Comets. ~ Explained by Sir Ifaac. Newton, 85, Opi-
nion of fome other philofophers, 85, 86.

Commerce. Flourithing ftate of it in England, 47,
etc. Noble fimplicity of the rich merchantsin Lon-
don, 48.

Commons (lioofe of). Its original is very obfcure, 43.
How its authority was increafed, 44.

Congreve. . A famous Englith poet. Author of fome
excellent comedics. His charaéer, 117. His dif-
courfe in a vifit which Mr. de Voltaire paid him,
ibid.

Courayer (father). A learned French monk. Has
written on the validity of Englifh ordinations. 0.
pinion entertained of his work in France, and in
England, 27. Of no advantage to the Englifh, nor
to the author, ibid.

Courtiers (French). Their deities, 120, 121,

Cromwell (Oliver). Perfecutes the Quakers, becaufe
their religion would not permit them to fight, 15.

-

.D.

DELME (Sir Peter). A rich Englith merchant, owes
his riches to his merit, 148.

Des Cartes. His charaéter. Epitome of his life, judg-
ment on his talents, on his works, and his progrefs
in philofophy, geometry, etc. 72-—76, Compar-
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ed to Sir Ifaac Newton, 77. Sir Ifaac deftroyed
.moft of his principles, 79.

Difference. A remarkable. one between tragedy and
comedy, 119.

Divines. A fett of men whofe character is not very a-
miable, and who do not confine themfelves enough
to the rules of their profeffion, 65. Much more dan-
gerous to mankind than philofophers, 6g.

Domines.. (Antonio de). Firft explains the caufes of
the rainbow, 9o,

Dryden. An excellent Englith poet. His charaé‘ter,
109. Tranflation. of fome beautiful lines . of his,
ibid.

E. 5

ECOLE DES FEMMES (fchaol for married women).
A comedy of Molicre imitated by Wycherley, and
intitled by him The country wife, 117,

Effiat (Marquis of), An ingenious compliment made
by that nobleman to.the lord Bacon, §5.

England. Is properly the country of fe@tarifts, .25.
Englith Tongue. A man muft'underftand it to judge
of the merit of the writers in that language, 118.
Enthufiafm. Difficult to convince an enthufialt by ra-

. tional arguments, 6.

Epitaph of Sir John Vanbrugh, 116.

Error of the Englifh with regard to the meafure of the
-earth, reified by Sir Ifaac Newton, 82. .

Effence. That of matter, according to Sir Ifaac New-
ton, does not confilt merely in extenfion ; and that
of the foul is not Thought, according to Mr. Locke.
Both differ in opinion from Des Cartes, 71.

Eugene (Prince). Borrows five millions from fome En-
g]lfh merchants, 47, 48.

Exchange (Royal). A noble idea of it, 39, 0.
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FLEETS.  The Englith, in 1723, had three powes-
ful ones at the fame time in different parts of the
world, 47. g

Fontenelle (Mr. de). Wrote the elogium of Sir Ifiac
Newton. The Englith were difpleifed at his com-
paring Des Cartes to that philofopher, 72. Hec has
attacked the fyftem of attra&ion, 87,

Format.: The only Frenchman in Des Cartes’s time
who underflood his geometry, 75, -

Fox {George). Founder of quakerifm. Tiis chara@er
and adventures, 13—16.

France (civil wars of). As bloody and more fatal, than
thofe of England, 38. -

French. -Theidea they have of England, 37, 38.

Frenchman. Des Cartes little efteemed by feveral of the
Englith, merely becaufe ke was a Frenchman, 72+

Froncine. A natutal daughter of Des Cartes, 72.

-

G.

GALILEO. TImprifoned in the inquifition for having
demoniftrated the earth’s motion, 7. A

Gencrations. ‘The proportion of their duration with
that of the reign of Kings, g9, 100,

Geometry (Infinites in). Sublime difcoveries made by
Sir Ifaac Newton in that fcience, 06, etc,

Gordon (Mr.) a very ingenious Englilh writer, known
by feveral works, 136. "

Great men. Anfwer to the queftion, who is the great-
eft man that ever lived? 54.

Government,  Various revolutions in government in
England, 40—~43. !'n what manner fubfidies are

levied in that country, 45.

0]



HALLEY (Dr.) ‘His opinion wnh regard to the co-
met in 1680. 8g.- :

Hatred (rec:procal) Of the prfcoparxans, and Prefby-
terians in England, much like that of the Janfenifts
and Jefuits, but with this difference, that the form.
er obferve a better decorum, 30.

Hiftorians. The Englith wanting in good ones, 136.

Holland. Des Cartes was perfecuted in that country,

* becaufe no one underftood his philofophy, 73.

Holland (North). Des Cartes wishdrew to it, in order
to cultivate his philofophy, 73.

Hopkins (Sir Richard.) The prodigious advantages he.
reaped by arithmetic, 148.

Hyperbola. Squared by Lord Brounker, 96

Hypparchus. A Greek phxlofopher. His altronomical
obfervations, 1o1.

Hudibras. A famous poem written by Butler.  Judg-
ment of that work, 131, 132.

( L

TMPULSION. A term as little underftood in philofo-
phy as that of attration, 87.

Infinites in Geometry. Carried by Sir Ifaac Newton to
a wonderful length, 96—98.

Inoculation. An artificial method ofcomrrumca{mg the
fmall-pox, firlt brought from Afia. = Origin of this
invention ; curious relation how it was firft intro-
duced in England, 48—s2. Effe@ it had in that
country, §2. Great benefit it might produce in o-
ther countries, efpecially in France, §3. The Chi-

" nefe are faid to have practifed it for a long courfe of
years, ibid. . ¢ )

Inventions. Scveral great men have difputed for the
~honour of various inventions, §8.
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L.

LEIBNITZ. Whether he invented Fluxions, 97.

Lewenhoeck. His difpute with Hartfoecher, ¢8.

Liberty. Idolized fo much by the Englith, that they
are even jealous of that of other nations, 37. Foun-
dation’ of their liberties, 43. Thefe examined,
44, 45,

Locke (Mr.) His chara@er, 61. Idea of his philofo-
phy, 63—65. He isaccufed of a defign to deftroy
religion, 65.

Longitude. Reward promifed in England to the man
who fhall difcover it, 138.

Lully. Defpifed by the ignorant muficians in Italy,
but admired by thofe of the greateft abilities, 1.8,

.M.

MACHINES. Whether animals are mere machines ?
The author’s argament again!l that opinion, 68.
Majefty. The prople of England have the epithet
majelty beflowed upon them by one of their mem-
bers of parliament, 3¢, ¢

Mallebranche (Father). Efteemed by the Quakers, and
confidered by themas a favourer of their principles, 12.

Matter. The effence of matter, accordirg to Sir 1fasc
Newton, coofifts in folidity and extenfion, 71.

Meafure. That of the Circumference of the terreftrial
globe, 82.

Merchants (Englith.) Their riches and generofity, 47.
The greatelt noblemen do not think trade deroga-
tory to their titles.  Examples of this, 48.

Milton. A daughter of that immortal poet rclieved -
from the moft extreme mifery by the liberality of
Queen Caroline, §1.

Mifantrope of Moliere. Imitated by Wycherley in his
Comedy called the Plain-Dealer, 112.

Montague (Lady Wortley.) . The Englith are obhged
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to. that hdy for introducing the pracice of inocula-
tion. among them. Her elogium, §t.

Muralt (Mr. de.) In his Letters on the Englith and
French nations, did not expatiate enongh on Englifh
comedies, 113.

N.

NEWTON (Sirlfaac.) A favourer of -the Socinian
principles, 33. In the opinion of fome people, the
greateft man that ever lived, 54. His philofophy
quite different from that of Des Cartes, 70, 7T.
The moft curious and moft confiderable of his princi-
ples explained, from 78, to 104. He has obtained a
kind of univerfal monarchy over the fcicnces, 104,

0.

OLDFIELD, (Mrs.) A celebrated Lnghfh atrefs, Her
very honourable interment, 140. 3

Optics.  Sir Ifaac Newton’s wonderful dlfcoverles in
that fcience, go—95. His method on this occafi-
on, ibid.

Ordinations (Englifh.) Defended by father Courayer.
The obligations the Englx‘h have to. Lim for his
Work, 27.

Otway. Rndrculouﬂy imitated fome of Shakefpeare’s
fanlts, 10%.

Oxford (late Earl of.) Confidered .2s the defender of
the churcli of England, 29. Favours the defign of
founding an academy, 145.

P

RARLIAMENT (of Great Britain.) Compared with
the ancient Romans, 35. The parallel examined, 36.
Reflections on the Englifh liberties and‘xhe authority
of parliaments, 37—39.

Peers, The bulwark of the Englilh mouarchs,,agamﬁ:
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the formidable authority of the commons, 44. Few
peers have eftates in thofe countries whence they
take their titles, ibid. 3

Pen (William.) Head of the Quakers in America, 18.
Penfilvania {o called from him, 21. His travels and
adventures. Amiable government fetiled by him a-
mong his followers, ibid. His death. Accufed of
being a Jefuit. Juflifies himfelf, 22, 23.

Philofophy. The prodigious improvements Lord Ba-
con made in it, §6. As alfo Des Cartes, 77, And
Sir Ifaac Newton, 75, - ]

Picart (Mr.) The advantage his calculation was of to
Sir Ifaac Newton’s fyltems, 82.

Pope (Mr.) One of the greateft poets of the Englith
nation. His charaéter, 133. Tranflation of fome
beautiful lines from his Rape of the Lock, 134,
He is the Englifh Boileau, 145. . The high regard
fhown him in England, 139.

Popes. Antiently; tyrants in England, 41.

Pox (fmall.) Given in inoculation. Curious account
of that pradtice, 48—s2. Havoc it made in Paris
in 1723, §3.

Prefbyterianjfm.  The moft confiderable fect after the
church of England, 29.

Prefbyterians. Charadler of thofe in England, 30.
Difference between the epifcopal «clergy, and thofe
of the church of Scotland, ibid.

Prior (Mr.) An Englith poet of diftinguithed merit
131. Has a very confiderable employment beftowed
upon him, 130, ¢

Prynne (Mr.) A Fanatic, 141. His arguments againlt

' public fpectacles, ibid.

Q

QUAKERS. Converfation of the author with an old
quaker of very good fenfe, 4, etc. Opinion of the
quakers with regard to baptifm, 4—6. T.hcir mect-
ings, 10.. Have neither. priclts nor minifters, 11.

-
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Origin of the Quakers, 13, etc. Perfecuted upon‘the
firlt eltablihiment of their doctrine, 14, 15. They
fettle in America and particularly in Penfilvania, 20,
21. Their number decreafes daily in England.
Reafons of it, 23.

Quality (Englifh). Fond of, and cherifh, the polite
arts, 129, 130. :

Queen Caroline, Her elogium. She proteds the
feiences, 5i.

R.

RAYS. Difference in' the rays of which light is com-
pofed, according to Sir Ifaac Newton’s fyftem, 91,
92,

Religiosis. Plurality of them very neceffary,.and of ad-
vantage to the happinefs and profperity of the En-
glifh, 31. )

Retz (Cardinal de). His charader, 138.

Revenue (yearly). A great number of commoncrs in
England have two hundred thoufand livres per an-
num, 46.

Revolution. - A fingular one of the earth newly difco-
vered, 100. :

Rochefter (East of). His elogivm, 123. A beautiful
paffage from his Satire againft man, imitated by our
author, 124. - ,

Romans. A parallel between that people and the En-
glith, 35, 36.

Rufcomb, A town in Berkfhire, where William Pen
died, 23. oox s :

S.

SECTS. England properly the conntry of them, 25.
Philofophers will never form religious fects, becaufe
they are not enthufiaftically inclined, 69.

Shakefpeare, The fitlt poet wbo made the Englith
theatre confpicuous, 105. His charadter, ibid. The
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high efteem the Englith have for his writings pro-
dudive of ill effeéts, 106. Part of the famous fpeech
in Hamlet tranflated into French, 108.

Socinians. Who compofe that fect in England, 32. sir
Ifaac Newton and Dr. Clarke favoured thejr opinis
ons, 33. Reflections on the ftate of that fe&, 34e

Sorin (Mr.) Cenfures the fyflem of attration, 87.

Soubife (Prince of ). Dies of the fmall-pox in the flow-
er of his youth, 52.

Soul. The ancients ignorant of the nature of the fonl,
Opinions of the fathers, of the fchoolmen, and of
the modern philofophers, 61—63.

Speétacles (Public fhews). Forbid on Sundays in Eng-
Iand, and alfo cards and all other kinds of diverfi-
ons, 30.

Steel (Sir Richard). Author of feveral fine comedies, 118,

Subfidies. How levied in Great-Britain, ¢4, §5.

Swift (Dean). His character and elogium. Compared
to Rabelais, 132, 133.

T.

TELESCOPES. One of a new kind invented by Sir
* Ifaac Newton, 95. -
Theatres. The Englifh had thefe before the French, 105,
Thee and Thou. . The Quakers always ufe thofe par-
ticles in fpeaking. Juftification of that form of
fpeech, 7. Example of a difcourfe of this kind ad-
drefled to Charles II. 17.

Thuanus. A judicious anthor even in his ftyle, 59.

Tories. A powerful party in England, the counter-part
to the Whigs, 26, 27.

Tragedies. Refleions on the flage of tragedy in Eng-
lapd, 110, 112.

Tranflation. Several paflages.of the aoft famous Eng-
lith poets tranflated by Mr. de Voltaire. One of
Shakefpeare, 108, Of Dryden, 110. OF the Earl of
Rochefter, 121, 124, Of Waller, 128. Of Mr.
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" Pope, 134. Of the Lord , 121. Qualities ne«
- ceflary to form a good tranflation, 109,

V.

VANBRUGH (Sir John). Authorof feveral good co-
medies, and an archite@. His characer and epitaph,
116, Was imprifoned in the Buftile, 117.

Villequier (Duke of). Dies in the flower of his youth,

53,
. Voitare, Judgment on that author, 126, 127.
W,

WALLER (Mr.) An Englith poet.  His character
2t - and elogiom, 126, 127. Tranflation of part of his
poem on Cromwell’s de«th 128. His ingenious
reply to Charles II. 129, :
Wiallis (Dr.) His progrefs in infinites, 96.
" Warbeck (Perkin). A famous impoltor in the reign of
chry' VI 59.
Whigs. A confiderable party in England opponents
of the Tories, 26, 27.
“Whifton (Mr.) His notion with regard to the deluge,
86.
Wycherley (Mr.) Author of feveral excellent come-
i dies. A great imitator of Moliere, particularly in
his Plain Dealer, 113. Plot of that comedy, and
of another intitled the Country Wife, 114116,
This poet in great favour with the celebrated mi-
ftrefs of Charles IT. 113,

N

THE END. : :

Ll
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