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CHAPTER I

COLONIAL AMERICA

The exciting pages of American history have not always

seemed as exciting or as colorful in history textbooks as they

have in the hundreds of historical novels which have been writ-

ten by many of America's best writers. The facts stand out

clearly in the best histories and they are often illuminated by

the comments and interpretations of the historians; but the

historical novel makes learning easy and provides considerable

entertainment at the same time.

In the conclusion to his book, The Historical Novel in America,

Professor Ernest E. Leisy of Southern Methodist University

says: "Historical novels have interpreted many phases of the

national history. On their broad canvas have been displayed

the contests with the aborigines for the possession of a conti-

nent, the conflict with the mother country for independence, the

onward push to Western frontiers, the strife between North

and South, and the final occupation of all the land. No other

literary form has more acceptably expressed for the majority of

readers the nation's origins, its development, its ideals, and its

meaning."

Among the famous American writers who have done much of

their work in the field of the American historical novel and

whose books could be read both for knowledge and for entertain-

ment are Nathaniel Hawthorne, James Boyd, Kenneth Roberts,

Ellen Glasgow, Willa Cather, Hervey Allen, Carl Sandburg,

James Street, Ben Ames Williams, Edna Ferber, Edith Wharton,

Inglis Fletcher, John Steinbeck and Robert Penn Warren.

One of the most interesting phases of studying American his-

torical novels will be to compare the facts in the history books

with the fictional accounts of a period as presented by novelists.

In this study each chapter will be devoted in part to an examina-

tion of the facts of a certain period as noted in Charles and Mary
Beard's Basic History of the United States and in James Truslow
Adams' The Epic of America. Then two or three historical

novels of the period will also be studied in detail. The result

should be an increased understanding of what has happened in

America's history and what is the significance of those events.
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For this first chapter the novels selected are The Plymouth
Adventure by Ernest Gebler, a choice of the Literary Guild, in

which an English writer has interpreted the story of the May-
flower's voyage, and Roanoke Hundred, in which a North Caro-

linian, Inglis Fletcher, has told the story of Sir Walter Raleigh's

early settlements on the Carolina Coast.

1. Colonial Days in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 1-86

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 1-72

Discuss the contributions of England, France and Spain to the colonial

beginnings of America. What connection did Queen Elizabeth and Sir

Walter Raleigh have with early settlements?

What kind of people were the early settlers? Why did they choose to

leave their established homes in Europe? Describe the kind of life they

led in the new land. Were there many indentured servants? Slaves?

Discuss the place of religion in Colonial America. Did the colonies

enjoy general religious freedom?

What was the situation with regard to agriculture? Trace the rise of

commerce and industry in the colonies. Describe the government of the

colonies. What was done for education? Discuss the relation of the

colonists with the Indians.

Study in detail the historical background of the early settlements made
by Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Richard Grenville in North Carolina and

by the Pilgrims under Governor Bradford in Massachusetts to compare

with the fictional accounts found in Inglis Fletcher's Roanoke Hundred and

Cebler's The Plymouth Adventure.

2. Colonial Days in Fiction—North Carolina

The American Historical Novel, by Ernest E. Leisy, pp. 21-67

In My Opinion, by Orville Prescott, pp. 133-145

Roanoke Hundred, by Inglis Fletcher

As background for your reading study Mr. Prescott's chapter entitled

"The Art of Historical Fiction." What does he consider a historical novel

and why is it important? What are the two principal ways in which he

thinks the historical novel reflects the modern mind?

Give a brief resume of Mrs. Fletcher's plot in Roanoke Hundred. What
use does she make of the English scene before bringing her characters to

the New World? Describe the feudal feast day of "Stone Barton," the

Grenville estate.

Mrs. Fletcher says that she spends at least a year in historical research

before writing one of her historical novels. What sources do you think

she used for Roanoke Hundred! Compare her handling of actual historical

events with the facts given by the Beards and Mr. Adams.

What does Mrs. Fletcher add to history? Which of her characters are

historical and which are fictitious? Does her story seem more colorful
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than your reading in the history books? Do you think she departs from
history?

What do you learn about North Carolina from reading Roanoke Hun-
dred? Read some of the author's descriptions of the land and the way of

life on Roanoke Island.

Did Queen Elizabeth's fear of an attack by Spain have any effect on

the Roanoke Hundred? What kind of man was Ralph Lane? Discuss his

attitude toward Grenville and toward the Indians. Why was his colony a

failure?

Note the use made of Colin, the shepherd boy. Is this a customary
character in historical novels?

3. Colonial Days in Fiction—Massachusetts

The Plymouth Adventure, by Ernest Gebler

Gebler has stated: "Historical research bears a striking resemblance to

modern crime detection." In The Plymouth Adventure, this Irish author

living in England and who has never set foot in America, tries to answer
some of the mysteries that were never clearly told in the history books.

Characterize briefly the leading characters in the book, including Miles

Standish, Governor and Mrs. Bradford, Priscilla Mullins and her father,

John Alden, Captain Jones. What were their backgrounds in England?

Why did they wish to sail to America?
Mr. Gebler tries to show the Pilgrims as real human beings instead of

"granite figures in stove-pipe hats and buckled shoes." Do you think he

succeeds? Discuss his methods in making familiar historical figures come
alive.

Compare Gebler's story of Miles Standish and Priscilla Alden with the

old familiar tale handed down in American history and literature. Are
there any important differences?

Why does the author say Dorothy Bradford threw herself overboard

from the Mayflower? Is this historically authentic or is the author using

his creative imagination to tell what might have happened?

Discuss the character of Captain Jones. Why did he want to land the

Pilgrims in an unfavorable spot? What made him change his attitude

toward the passengers?

Describe the first year spent by the Pilgrims in Massachusetts. Com-

pare the difficulties encountered by these colonists with those of the

settlers on Roanoke Island. Discuss the significance to present-day Ameri-

cans of these early settlements in Colonial America.

Additional Reading:

Remembrance Rock, by Carl Sandburg

The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne

The Last of the Mohicans, by James Fenimore Cooper

Towards the Morning, by Hervey Allen

Rivers Parting, by Shirley Barker



CHAPTER II

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

"The birth of the nation in the uncertain days of the Revolu-

tion has been from the first the favorite theme of American
historical novelists," says Mr. Leisy in his book, The American
Historical Novel. "It has enabled writers to identify themselves

with an authentic tradition close to the hearts of their readers.

Now that the Revolution can be seen in perspective, it emerges

as the most important single step in the rise of the common man
in world history. When the policy of imperial rule and com-

mercial exploitation became economically intolerable, back-coun-

try agrarians, assisted by merchants and tidewater planters,

threw off the parental yoke and evolved a new political philoso-

phy based on individual freedom."

Some of the historical novelists who were interested in inter-

preting this period were James Fenimore Cooper, LeGrand
Cannon, Kenneth Roberts, Walter D. Edmonds, Irving Bacheller,

Howard M. Fast, Carl Carmer, Winston Churchill, F. Van Wyck
Mason, James Boyd, Inglis Fletcher, William Gilmore Simms,

Elizabeth Page and even Herman Melville.

In his chapter entitled "America Secedes from the Empire"

James Truslow Adams very succinctly recounts the grievances

which the courageous colonists held against England, and he

also discusses the contributions to the philosophy and to the

fighting of the Revolution made by such leading Americans as

Samuel Adams, Thomas Jefferson and George Washington.

"More important than the mere redress of grievances was the

breaking down of all spiritual barriers to the complete develop-

ment of whatever might prove to be fertile, true and lasting in

the American dream," says Mr. Adams in discussing the real

significance of the Revolution.

To begin their study of the Revolution the Beards say : "Over
against colonial maturity in matters political, religious, social

and intellectual on this continent stood, across the sea, the British

system of politics, economy and ecclesiasticism."

Three historical novels which give a full account of the his-

torical events and personages of the Revolution as well as authen-

tic pictures of the life of the period are Elizabeth Page's The
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Tree of Liberty , which has its setting principally in Virginia,

Burke Davis' The Ragged Ones, laid in North Carolina, and
LeGrand Cannon's Look to the Mountain, laid in New Hampshire.

Others which might very profitably be read for additional back-

ground are Arundel and Rabble in Arms by Kenneth Roberts,

Drums Along the Mohawk by Walter D. Edmonds, Drums by
James Boyd and Raleigh's Eden by Inglis Fletcher.

1. The Revolution in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 87-119

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 72-119

Discuss the reasons advanced by Mr. Beard and Mr. Adams for the

American Revolution. What is their estimate of the British colonial policy?

What does Adams mean by "the alteration in the theory of empire"

(p. 73^ ?

Were the American peopie united in their war against Great Britain?

What stand was taken by the American Tories? How did American leaders

attempt to cement public opinion on the side of revolution?

What particular contributions were made to the cause of the Revolu-

tion by George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, Samuel
Adams, Patrick Henry? Note the estimate of Washington given by Mr.

Adams.
Trace the development of the American Revolution, calling attention to

the significance of Thomas Paine's tract called Common Sense, the Stamp
Act, the Declaration of Independence, Valley Forge, the surrender of

Cornwallis.

Describe the condition of the colonies at the end of the war. In his

chapter entitled "The Nation Finds Itself," what does Mr. Adams say

were the chief accomplishments of the American Revolution?

2. The Revolution in Fiction—Virginia and Carolina

The American Historical Novel, by Ernest E. Leisy, pp. 68-113

The Tree of Liberty, by Elizabeth Page

The Ragged Ones, by Burke Davis

Why does Mr. Leisy say that the American Revolution has been a

favorite theme of novelists? What does he consider the outstanding Ameri-

can novels of this period? Discuss his appraisal of The Tree of Liberty.

Judging from the attached bibliography, where would you say Miss

Page found most of the source material for her novel? List the important

historical events of the Revolution which she includes. Compare her

presentation with that of history books.

What important historical personages are introduced? Explain how
they are fitted into the plot. Does the author stretch or distort the his-

torical facts in her interpretation?

Show how two important American points of view are introduced
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through the characters of Matthew Howard, frontiersman, and Jane Peyton,

his planter wife. Which point of view is most convincingly presented?

Discuss the conflict between Jeffersonians and Hamiltonians in the

colonies, particularly as evidenced in the two Howard sons, James and
Peyton. What is the author's attitude toward Thomas Jefferson? What
use does she make of the Declaration of Independence?

Mr. Leisy says that this book "brings out the significant issues of the

day—liberty versus order, progress versus tradition." Discuss this point

with illustrations from the novel.

In The Ragged Ones how does Mr. Davis succeed in making the reader

feel that he is actually living through the Revolution with the characters?

Discuss the North Carolina background of the novel. In what ways does

it differ from the Virginia background of The Tree of Liberty? Do you

feel that Mr. Davis paints too unflattering a picture of the Revolutionary

soldiers or does it ring true?

3. The Revolution in Fiction—New Hampshire

Look to the Mountain, by LeGrand Cannon

What kind of people are Whitfield Livingston and Melissa Butler?

Describe the routine of their life in the White Mountain wilderness. Dis-

cuss the significance of the titles given to the various sections of the book.

What span of time is covered in this novel? Study the beginning and

the ending of the novel and discuss how Mr. Cannon introduces and then

resolves his central theme.

What use is made of the important historical events of the American

Revolution? Do you feel close to the fighting as you read the book? What
part does Whitfield Livingston take in the war?

Mr. Leisy says that Look to the Mountain "faithfully illuminates the

basic human virtues which carved out American homesteads in the

wilderness." Discuss this statement and give examples from the book to

corroborate it.

Which of the two novels studied in this chapter gives you a clearer

idea of the historical events of the period? Which gives you a more ac-

curate idea of the spirit of the times?

Additional Reading:

Drums, by James Boyd
Rabble in Arms, by Kenneth Roberts

Drums Along the Mohawk, by Walter D. Edmonds

Oliver Wiswell, by Kenneth Roberts

Remembrance Rock, by Carl Sandburg

Raleigh's Eden, by Inglis Fletcher

Rag, Tag and Bobtail, by Lynn Montross

Valley Forge, by Alfred Hoyt Bill



CHAPTER III

THE WAR OF 1812 AND ANDREW JACKSON

After the Revolutionary War was won, the next important

step for America was "establishing the Republican way of life,"

say the Beards in their history. In his inaugural address in

1789 President Washington said: "The preservation of the

sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model of

government are justly considered, perhaps, as deeply, as finally,

staked on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the Ameri-

can people."

During these early years there was a conflict between the

Federalists (led by Washington and Hamilton) and the Republi-

cans (led by Jefferson) as to the real nature of the American
government. The Federalists were still somewhat distrustful

of the people and it was they who favored the Alien and Sedition

Laws. "It was significant for the future," write the Beards,

"that Thomas Jefferson, with his strong faith in the people, took

over in 1801 the administration of the republican system of

government which had been framed in deep distrust of the

people; that as President he strengthened it before the rising

tide of Jacksonian democracy began to beat upon it."

There was great geographical expansion during this period

—

the Louisiana Purchase by Jefferson in 1803, the acquisition of

Florida by Monroe in 1819. There also began the great explora-

tion of the West with such expeditions as that of Lewis and

Clark. And there came the announcement of the Monroe Doc-

trine in 1823, which promised that America would stay out of

European affairs, if the countries of Europe would not try to

extend their systems to any portion of the Western Hemisphere.

The problem of states' rights and federal rights also arose.

In Kentucky resolutions were passed "nullifying" the Alien and

Sedition Laws. New England adopted resolutions opposing

"Mr. Madison's War of 1812." And South Carolina sought to

nullify the protective tariff in 1832.

The election of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency in 1828

was another move in the direction of wider democracy for the

United States. In The Epic of America Mr. Adams describes

"the crowds who thronged Washington to see the man of the
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people placed in power." An eyewitness said : "It was the peo-

ple's day, the people's President, and the people would rule."

American fiction did not neglect this turbulent historical era.

Odell and Willard Shepard in Holdfast Gaines included the War
of 1812, the Lewis and Clark expedition to the West, and the

career of Andrew Jackson. The career of Andrew Jackson is

covered in excellent fashion by Irving Stone in The President's

Lady. James Street uses the period in one of his Dabney novels,

Oh, Promised Land. The War of 1812 on the sea is presented in

Captain Caution by Kenneth Roberts.

1. The War of 1812 in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 138-224

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 120-174

Contrast the Federalist and the Republican parties, their leaders and

their philosophies.

What were the Alien and Sedition Laws and why were they so bitterly

opposed by the American people? Discuss the efforts made by various

states in this period to nullify acts of the national government.

Under what circumstances were Louisiana and Florida acquired by the

U. S.? Discuss the significance of the Lewis and Clark expedition. What
were the principal points of the Monroe Doctrine?

Name the chief causes of the War of 1812. In what sections of the

nation was this war unpopular? How was it concluded? What were the

results of the war? Give a brief biography of Andrew Jackson and dis-

cuss his role in the war.

On what platform was Andrew Jackson elected to the Presidency?

What changes in national policy took place during his terms of office?

Read James Truslow Adams' discussion of "the dream of the common

man" on page 174 of The Epic of America. How is this related to the

election of Andrew Jackson?

2. The War of 1812 in Fiction

The American Historical Novel, by Ernest E. Leisy

Holdfast Gaines, by Odell and Willard Shepard

Captain Caution, by Kenneth Roberts

The President's Lady, by Irving Stone

Who is Holdfast Gaines and what is his background? Is he an effective

fictional figure to carry the thread of a good historical novel? Note that

Mr. Leisy describes him as combining in himself "the mellowing culture

of an old civilization and the religious bent of primitive man."

Discuss Gaines' adventures on the expedition with Lewis and Clark

How does this compare with the historical facts of that expedition? What

is its significance in American history?

How does Holdfast Gaines happen to meet Andy Jackson? Where does
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he encounter the pirate Lafitte? What is his role in the Battle of New
Orleans?

How effectively does Irving Stone draw the political and economic back-

ground of the period in his story of Rachel and Andrew Jackson, The
President's Ladyl Note the use he makes of authentic letters and docu-

ments which affect his story. Does the extensive bibliography he attaches

to his novel indicate his research?

Describe the character of Rachel Robards Jackson. How does Stone's

picture of her differ from the descriptions used in campaign propaganda
against Jackson? What do you learn from the book about early American
political methods? Compare the "smear" techniques of Jackson's enemies

with contemporary campaign politics.

What important American political events are discussed in The Presi-

dent's Ladyl How are they related to the love story of Andrew and Rachel

Jackson?

Kenneth Roberts is one of the ablest writers of American historical

novels. In Captain Caution he emphasizes the quarrel the Americans had

with Britain over the impressment of American sailors. Give a brief

resume of the plot. Characterize Daniel Marive, Captain Dorman, the

Captain's daughter Corunna, the American slaver Slade, and Argendeau.

What are the chief historical facts of this period gleaned from reading

Captain Caution! What use does the author make of the background of

the War of 1812? What picture does he draw of the young American

republic?

Additional Reading

:

The Gorgeous Hussy, by Samuel Hopkins Adams
The Lively Lady, by Kenneth Roberts

Call the New World, by John E. Jennings

Oh, Promised Land, by James Street



CHAPTER IV

THE WESTWARD MOVEMENT

"The epic subject in American history has been without ques-

tion the winning of the West/' writes Ernest E. Leisy. "West-

ward migration had, of course, been going on ever since the

founding of the colonies; but in this chapter the phrase is

applied to the great movement toward the west which took place

between the Revolution and the Civil War."

Even today the westward movement is one of the most
fascinating for students of American history, for writers of

books and makers of movies. Certainly it is the thrilling sub-

ject which takes American youngsters to the movies every Satur-

day to see their favorite "Westerns." And in the eyes of the

people of other countries the American Indian, the American

cowboy, and the American pioneer are favorite heroes.

In The Epic of America Mr. Adams says: "By 1820 there

were coming into clear alignment three sections, the industrial

North, the Cotton Kingdom of the South, and the West, now
narrowing somewhat to mean the part north of the new line.

Of these, it was in the West alone that the old economic democ-

racy of pre-Revolutionary days still survived and that the

Declaration of Independence was still a living gospel for nearly

all classes. It was the beating heart of America."

Early migrations westward were to the nearby areas of Ten-

nessee and Kentucky, where Americans eager for more land,

more freedom, more adventure, moved their covered wagons,

fought hostile Indians, built their log cabins and eventually

built new settlements. One of the best novels about this period

is Elizabeth Madox Roberts' The Great Meadow, which takes a

pioneer family from Virginia over into Kentucky along the trails

opened by Daniel Boone.

Later come the opening of the Northwest Territory and the

pushing of the American civilization into the present states of

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois. The Louisiana Purchase made available

new lands as far west as Oregon; and the explorations of the

Lewis and Clark Expedition and of Zebulon Pike in the Rockies

opened up the continent all the way to the Pacific. War with

Mexico over Texas, and the Gold Rush to California, toward the
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middle of the nineteenth century, are an integral part of this

push to the West. Newspaperman A. B. Guthrie, Jr., in The Big

Sky and The Way West, has successfully recreated the atmos-

phere of the times and the people. Since western pioneers came
from both the North and the South, the controversial problem

of slavery came into the new territories and forecast the

troublous issue of the Civil War.

1. The Westward Movement in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 179-192

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 147-174, 205-235

Sketch the different waves of American expansion toward the West,

showing the significance of the Northwest Territory, the Louisiana Pur-

chase, the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

Describe the types of men engaged in the western movement—the

settlers, the fur traders, the explorers, "the mountain men," the mis-

sionaries. Discuss the lives of the early settlers, their daily routine of

life, their encounters with the Indians, their struggles and hardships,

their conquering of the wilderness.

How do the War with Mexico and the Gold Rush to California fit into

the western movement? Give some of the colorful background of both

these events, showing how they relate to the American character.

Show how the question of slavery was injected into the new settlement

of the West. What was the Missouri Compromise?

What was the effect of the American "industrial revolution"? Discuss

the improvements of transportation and the building of the great railroads

to the West.

What was Henry Clay's "American System"? Discuss the importance

of the "Jacksonian movement of revolt" (Adams, pp. 168-174).

2. The Westward Movement in Fiction

The American Historical Novel, by Ernest E. Leisy

In My Opinion, by Orville Prescott, pp. 140-145

Cavalcade of the American Novel, by Edward Wagenknecht, pp. 389-396

The Great Meadow, by Elizabeth Madox Roberts

The Way West, by A. B. Guthrie, Jr.

Mr. Leisy says emphatically that The Great Meadow "is one of the finest

historical novels of our times." Upon what does he base this statement?

Sketch briefly the Virginia background of the Hall and Jarvis families

in Virginia. How does the author impress upon the reader the period of

her novel, which begins in 1774? Describe the daily life of the Hall family.

How would you characterize Diony? Relate the facts of Berk Jarvis*

courtship.

Why do the two families become interested in moving out to the Ken-

tucky lands? What influence does Daniel Boone have upon their lives?
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Discuss the Kentucky described by the traveller and compare it with the

Kentucky which Berk and Diony find. Who is Evan Muir?
What encounter do Berk and Diony have with the Shawnee Indians?

Discuss what happens to Berk in relation to the history of the period. Why
does Diony decide to marry Evan Muir? Describe the hardships she en-

counters with a small child and no husband in the pioneer country.

Notice how Miss Roberts uses the speech idioms of the pioneer settle-

ments to give richness and color to her writing. Does she succeed in

catching the flavor of the place and the period?

In Mr. Guthrie's The Way West what period of Western pioneering is

described? Compare his recreation of life along the Oregon Trail with

what you have learned from the Beards and Mr. Adams.
Notice that Mr. Guthrie uses one character from his earlier book, The

Big Sky, to carry over into The Way West. Why do you think he selects

the guide, Dick Summers?
Sketch the area over which the pioneer party must pass to reach its

goal. What kind of land was this in the period of the novel?

Who were the principal characters who made up the party? Compare
Tadlock, who starts out as leader, with Lije Evans, who finally takes over

the leadership. Notice the gradual growth and maturing of Lije Evans as

the party progresses westward. Would you consider this man typical of

the American spirit which made possible the development of the West?

How much romance is included in the plot of the novel? Does the

author succeed in making this element of his story seem important or is

it overshadowed by the pioneer hardships? What adventures do they

have with the Indians?

Point out some of the details of life during this period which make

The Way West outstanding as a historical novel. How does Mr. Guthrie

manage to give authenticity to his story? Do you find a lively sense of

American democracy permeating the pages?

Discuss the evaluations of the historical novels of Miss Roberts and

Mr. Guthrie made by Critics Orville Prescott and Edward Wagenknecht.

Additional Reading:

The Long Hunt, by James Boyd

The Big Sky, by A. B. Guthrie, Jr.

The Trees, by Conrad Richter

On the Long Tide, by Laura Krey

The Mothers, by Vardis Fisher

Diamond Wedding, by Wilbur Daniel Steele

The Iron Mistress, by Paul Wellman



CHAPTER V

THE CIVIL WAR

Since conflict is the heart of a play or novel, it is not surpris-

ing that the Civil War, that rending conflict between our own
North and South, should have been a favorite subject for his-

torical novels, from Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin

and Thomas Dixon's The Clansman to Stark Young's So Red the

Rose, Margaret Mitchell's Gone with the Wind, and Ben Ames
Williams' House Divided.

Essentially the Civil War was a conflict between the agrarian

South and the increasingly industrial North, according to Ernest

Leisy. "Certainly as provocative as the slavery issue," he says,

"and more fundamental, were the unsettled questions of states'

rights versus federal power, and the right of secession. It has

been said that no struggle is so intense as fratricidal war, and in

that respect the Civil War was no exception. For decades novel-

ists were unable to write calmly, if at all, on the subject."

The "divided house" aspect of the Civil War is emphasized

by James Truslow Adams in his chapter entitled "Brothers'

Blood." Although the issue of slavery was used by both sides

as the reason for fighting, Mr. Adams maintains that the real

cause was the divergent economic development of North and

South, which made slavery a financial necessity in the South but

dangerous competition to labor in the North. "Every act of

Lincoln," he says, "was dictated by his belief in the Union, and

his hope and duty of restoring not merely a Union of force but

a Union of hearts."

Discussing the Civil War under the chapter title of "National

Unity Sealed in an Armed Contest," the Beards point out : "When
Lincoln was inaugurated on March 4, 1861, he faced a hard

dilemma: the Union seemed to be dissolving; the Confederacy

must be allowed to go in peace ; a compromise must be reached

;

or the Union must be maintained by arms."

Most of the novelists who first tackled the subject of the Civil

War felt so strongly on one side or the other that it was difficult

for them to give any clear and impartial view of the causes of

the war or even of the battles. But these writers could and did

give an impassioned picture of the human horror of brother
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shedding blood of brother, of homes and lands ravaged by war,

of the thousands of Americans, both North and South, who gave

their lives—either in support of the "Lost Cause" of the Con-

federacy or with Lincoln in the resolve "that this nation, under

God, shall have a new birth of freedom ; and that government of

the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the

earth."

1. The Civil War in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 266-286

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 236-269

According to these historians, what were the chief causes of the Civil

War? Show how these causes had been building up through the years

prior to the actual war. Describe the social and economic status of both

North and South in the period from 1850 to 1860.

Who were the chief political spokesmen for the two sections? Present

their arguments for and against war.

Compare the resources of North and South at the outbreak of war, in

manpower, manufacturing, agriculture, mining, transportation. (See

Beards, pp. 269-271).

What effect did the emancipation of the slaves have on each side?

Discuss the foreign relations of both North and South. How was the Civil

War regarded by foreign nations?

Discuss the attitude of the people in the North toward the war. Of

the people in the South. What efforts were made to stir up enthusiasm on

each side? What effect did the war have upon the daily life of the people

in each section?

Sketch briefly the important military campaigns and battles of the

Civil War, pointing out the significance of Fort Sumter, Bull Run, Vicks-

burg, Antietam, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Richmond and Appomattox.

Describe Sherman's March to the Sea.

The Beards declare that a conservative computation "established the

total cost of preserving the Union and abolishing slavery at above $10,-

000,000,000. For less than half this amount freedom could have been

bought for all the 3,953,857 slaves recorded in the census of 1860—the

compensated emancipation which Congress and President Lincoln had pro-

posed in 1862." From this statement do you think the Civil War might

have been avoided entirely?

2. The Civil War in Fiction

The American Historical Novel, by Ernest E. Leisy, pp. 153-190

Cavalcade of the American Novel, by Edward Wagenknecht, pp. 91-102

House Divided, by Ben Ames Williams

Marching On, by James Boyd

Uncle Tom's Cabin, by Harriet Beecher Stowe

Note the long list of novels mentioned by Mr. Leisy which deal with

the Civil War. Which have best survived the test of time?
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Mr. Williams says that his House Divided "represents a dozen or fifteen

years of preparatory thought and study, topped by fifty-two months of

concentrated labor." Critics have hailed it as giving an excellent picture

of the entire Civil War.
Give a brief sketch of the Currain family of Virginia, through whose

adventures Mr. Williams tells the story of the Civil War. How did the

lives of the three Anthony Currains parallel the development of America
and the South? Compare Tony and his brother Trav.

What use does Mr. Williams make of the various events of the Civil

War in telling his story of the Currains? Show how he makes certain

battles of the war affect the lives of his principal characters.

Trace the rise and fall of the Currain family and show its relationship

to the rise and fall of the Confederacy.

How is the Currain family connected with Abraham Lincoln? Why do

you think the author used this device in his story?

Who was Mrs. Albion? Explain the melodramatic events of her life

and death. What was her relationship to the Currain family? Why do

you think the author introduced her into his story?

Notice the use that is made of General Longstreet. What other impor-

tant historical figures enter the story? Compare their appearance in

fiction with the known historical facts of their lives.

Discuss the ending of the novel. Read aloud Cinda's conclusions about

the war. What do you think of her final statement: "When we learn to

forget, then we will go ahead"?

What impresses you most about James Boyd's Marching Out Mr. Leisy

calls it a "humanly convincing story."

Note that the hero of Marching On is a small farmer in North Carolina

and not an aristocratic planter. What is his point of view concerning the

war?
What use of authentic folk material is made in the book? Discuss the

fiddlers' contest in the schoolhouse.

How close does the hero, James Fraser, come to actual fighting? What
happens to him in the Federal prison during the closing years of the war?

Discuss the romance of Fraser and Stewart Provost, a planter's daugh-

ter. Does the novel end happily? What are the future prospects for

James and Stewart? Does the author indicate what he thinks will happen

to the defeated South?

What is the significance of Mrs. Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin? Discuss

Mr. Wagenknecht's evaluation of this book and of its author.

Additional Reading: \

The Red Badge of Courage, by Stephen Crane

Proud New Flags, by Van WT

yck Mason
Gone With the Wind, by Margaret Mitchell

So Red the Rose, by Stark Young
The Wave, by Evelyn Scott

Long Remember, by MacKinlay Kantor

The History of Rome Hanks, by Joseph S. Pennell

Daughter of Strangers, by Elizabeth Boatwright Coker



CHAPTER VI

RECONSTRUCTION

The assassination of President Lincoln in April 1865 brought
an abrupt end to his efforts for a "peace of reconciliation" and
plunged the South into a period of Reconstruction travail.

"Following the Civil War," writes Ernest Leisy, "Congress

divided the South into military districts and sent in Federal

troops as an army of occupation. Southern whites were com-
pelled to give the Negroes, most of whom were illiterate, equal

rights and to allow them the privilege of the ballot. To assure

that this would be done, Negro voters and poor whites, together

with carpetbaggers from the North, were to set up new state

governments throughout the South. Some good was achieved in

building roads and improving education, but on the whole, gov-

ernment was corrupt and wasteful. Southerners, mulcted of

their property by former slaves and carpetbaggers, struck back

through the Ku Klux Klan, and race relations fell into a rhythm

of violence from which they have not altogether emerged."

James Truslow Adams finds the picture of the South after

the war "unutterably sad." Cities were ruined. The livestock

had disappeared. Railroads were destroyed. "The Southerner

was left with his depreciated land, without labor, and without

money or credit with which to hire it." Spoils seekers from the

North swarmed over the South. In the legislative halls "crowds

of Northern muckers, and blacks who had been slaves a short time

since, swaggered about, smoking and drinking at the States'

expense, ruling the South. There is no parallel for the situation

in the history of modern civilized nations, and it is almost in-

credible that it occurred within our own country. No civilized

victor was ever more ungenerous. The war had left the South

prostrate; Reconstruction left it maddened."

This is the background against which historical novels of the

Reconstruction were written ; and it is not surprising that it was

many years before writers of either the North or South could

present a picture of the period that was in any respect impartial.

In the South Thomas Dixon, Jr., in such novels as The Leopard'

s

Spots and The Clansman (from which the movie, The Birth of

a Nation, was made) , was expressing the Southern point of view
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and making heroes of the Ku Klux Klansmen. Albion W. Tour-

gee, a Union officer from Ohio who became a judge and editor in

North Carolina, expressed the Radical point of view in A Fool's

Errand and Bricks Without Straw,

In more recent novels Southern writers have tried to give a

picture that includes both sides of the situation. Among these

are Frank Slaughter's The Stubborn Heart, in which a Southern

surgeon and his Yankee wife try to help the Negroes and fight

against the violence of the Ku Klux ; Marian Sims' Beyond Sur-

render; and Francis Griswold's A Sea Island Lady. Thomas
Nelson Page, Ellen Glasgow, and Walter Hines Page have also

written ably of this period.

1. Reconstruction in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 287-302

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 270-306

Describe the condition of the South at the conclusion of the Civil War,
noting the statements on this subject by the Beards and by Mr. Adams.
What were the effects of defeat?

Would the condition of the South have been different if President Lincoln

had not been killed? Explain. What was the attitude of President Andrew
Johnson? Why was he impeached by the House of Representatives?

Explain the roles played by Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Sumner.

What was the Freedman's Bureau? Why did the Ku Klux Klan arise

and what was its effect upon conditions in the South? Do you think its

activities were justified?

Discuss the provisions of the Reconstruction Act of 1867. What did

the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments accomplish? Discuss the role

of the "poor whites" during Reconstruction.

Sketch briefly the situation in the legislative halls of Southern states

when they were ruled by carpetbaggers and Negroes. How did the South-

ern states succeed in re-establishing "white supremacy"? What was the

economic result of the Reconstruction period in the South?

2. Reconstruction in Fiction

The American Historical Novel, by Ernest E. Leisy, pp. 179-190

The Stubborn Heart, by Frank G. Slaughter

Beyond Surrender, by Marian Sims

"Out of the confused and unsettled conditions in the South and the

aggressive growth of the North, emerged a literature of local color which

helped to understand and to reconcile the antagonistic sections," writes

Mr. Leisy. List some of the writers of whom he is speaking in this

statement.

How does Dr. Frank Slaughter's The Stubborn Heart differ from the
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historical novels first written about the Reconstruction period? How would
you describe his point of view? Note that he is a native of North Carolina
now living in Florida.

What role did Dr. Julian Chisholm play in the Civil War? What is

the background of his wife Jane? Describe the condition of his North
Carolina plantation at the beginning of the novel. What were the chief
problems facing him?

Who is Lucy Sprague? Is she a typical example of how Northern
capitalists tried to exploit the South during Reconstruction? What were
her methods?

Note the use made by Dr. Slaughter of his medical knowledge, for he is

a physician as well as a writer. Describe the clinic which he operates on
his plantation.

What is Chisholm's attitude toward the Ku Klux Klan? Discuss the
"secret" work of his wife toward destroying the Klan. In the climax of

the story what use is made of the Klan?

Do you think the author makes a special plea for tolerance in race

relations? Discuss the attitude of the hero and of his neighbors toward
the Negro. Toward the Jewish doctor. Toward the Yankee wife.

Discuss the significance of the final statement of the author: "The new
South would rise from its own ashes—rise and stand firm, because the

stubborn heart of its people would not let it be destroyed."

Where is the scene laid in Marian Sims' Beyond Surrenderl Compare
the plot, the background, the characters, the chief events with those in

The Stubborn Heart. Under what circumstances did each hero return

home after the war?
Discuss the efforts made by Major Denis Warden to rebuild his life

and his family plantation. Where did he receive help? What obstacles

had to be faced?

What is Warden's attitude toward the former slaves? What role does

the Ku Klux Klan play in the story? Compare this with the Slaughter

book—and also with the facts you learned from Beard and Adams.
Contrast the characters of Dolly and Sharon and show what role each

played in Denis Warden's life. Describe the circumstances of Ned Hamil-

ton's death.

Show the use made of the historical facts of Wade Hampton's campaign

and the regime of Governor Chamberlain. Who were the Red Shirts?

How did the white Democrats regain control of the state? Note John's

final warning to Denis about the future.

Additional Reading:

A Sea Island Lady, by Francis Griswold

And Tell of Time, by Laura Krey

The Clansman, by Thomas Dixon, Jr.



CHAPTER VII

NATIONAL EXPANSION AND IMMIGRATION

A history of America cannot be confined solely to a history of

the wars in which the United States participated. Nor can it be

confined to the story of what happened to the original settlers

who came over to these shores in the 1600's and carved out their

homes in the New England states or in Virginia. Part of the

American story must be told through the thousands of later

immigrants who came to America after it was already estab-

lished, but who added to its population, to its achievements, to

its dream and to its history.

As James Truslow Adams puts it : "Like '01' Man River/ the

stream of our history flows ceaselessly on. He has seen it all.

He had heard the voices of us all, his children—missionaries,

drunkards, trappers, miners, farmers, planters, savages, slaves,

gamblers, roustabouts, millionaires, prostitutes, lovers, Presi-

dents; English, Swedes, Germans, French, Irish, Hungarians,

Czechs, Italians, Poles
;
Methodists, Catholics, Mennonites, Quak-

ers—all the infinite variety of our America, and in the Great

Valley held in his arms they had hoped the hopes and dreamed

the dreams of the old America of Jefferson who had given 'OF

Man River' to the nation." He discusses the "great swarms of

Scandinavians" who swept over the Northwest and through Min-

nesota and the Dakotas "developing as sound an Americanism

as exists anywhere on the continent.' ' In the two decades fol-

lowing 1880 the immigration came primarily from Southern and
Eastern Europe instead of Western and Northern. "Between
1860 and 1880 less than 250,000 Eastern and Southern Euro-

peans came to us; between 1890 and 1910 they numbered over

8,000,000."

The Beards also call attention to the great increase in number
of immigrants to the United States following the Civil War. "In

1864 it was 193,000; in 1874 it was 313,000; in 1884 it was
518,000; in 1891 it was 560,000; and in 1907 it was 1,285,000."

After commenting on the shift in the trend of immigrants from
Northern Europe to Southern Europe, they add : "The striking

shifts in the national origins of immigrants corresponded roughly

to the disappearance of free land in the West and the diverting

of immigrants to industries in the cities."
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Some of our most effective American novels have dealt bril-

liantly with these immigrants to America, with their devotion

to their new land, their courage in facing the rigors of pioneer
life, their intelligence in adjusting to new ways of life. Fore-

most among these novels are certainly Willa Cather's My An-
tonia and Pioneers! and 0. E. Rolvagg's Giants in the Earth.

1. National Expansion and Immigration in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 292-298,

411-423

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 288-291, 307-315
Trace the course of the great waves of immigrants from Europe who

landed in America between the end of the Civil War and 1900. What kind

of people were they and where did they settle? Note the figures cited by
the Beards on pages 296 and 414.

When and why did the origin of these immigrants shift from the North
of Europe to the South? What was the difference in the two types of

immigrants?

What measures were taken to control the character of these immigra-
tions? Why did most of the immigrants want to leave the Old World?
What were they hoping to find in America?

Read aloud the inscription on the Statue of Liberty which was unveiled

in 1886 and which begins:

"Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free."

This may be found on page 421 in the Beard history.

How well did these new citizens adjust themselves to the American
way of life and to American customs? How did they feel about our ideals

of democracy? Were they easily assimilated or did they tend to retain

their own national habits?

Mr. Adams makes a survey of what cities and states were settled by the

different national groups of immigrants. Discuss his statement that the

Scandinavians in the midwest "developed as sound an Americanism as

exists anywhere on the continent." What comment does he make on the

"illiteracy" of the newer tide of immigrants from Southern Europe? What
does he say about the problem of immigrants in the larger industrial

cities?

2. National Expansion and Immigration in Fiction

The American Historical Novel, by Ernest E. Leisy, pp. 191-213

In My Opinion, by Orville Prescott

My Antonia, by Willa Cather

Giants in the Earth, by 0. E. Eolvaag

The Town, by Conrad Richter

What does Mr. Leisy say were the characteristics of the period in



National Expansion and Immigration 27

American history from Reconstruction to World War I? What novels

does he think best express the spirit of this era?

In Miss Cather's novel who tells the story of Antonia Shimerda? De-

scribe Jim Burden's first sight of Antonia and her family on their Nebraska

farms. Discuss the rigors of pioneer life in Nebraska.

Why did the Shimerdas immigrate from their home in Bohemia to

America? What kind of man was Antonia's father? Characterize her

mother. How did the various members of the family adjust to the new
ways of American life? Contrast the way of life of the Shimerdas and

of the Burdens.

What happens to Antonia after the death of her father? After she

comes to town as a "hired girl"? Sketch the careers of her friends, Lena
Lingard and Tiny Soderball.

Describe Jim Burden's visit to Antonia after she is married and the

mother of ten children. What contribution do you think the wave of such

immigrants as the Shimerdas made to American civilization?

As you read Rolvaag's Giants in the Earth contrast the difference in

style and point of view between Miss Cather, who is American-born, and

Mr. Rolvaag, who was born in Scandinavia. Give a brief sketch of Rol-

vaag's life and his reasons for writing this book.

Compare life in the Dakota Territory as experienced by the family of

Per Hansa to that of the Shimerdas in Nebraska. Do you notice any strik-

ing differences between the Scandinavian Hansas and the Bohemian
Shimerdas? Compare the characters of Antonia's father and Beret Hansa,
especially in their inability to make the necessary readjustments to life

in America. Why were they both failures?

What effect does religion have on the life of Beret Hansa and on her

relationship to her family? What use is made of this by Mr. Rolvaag in

the working out of his plot?

Discuss Mr. Leisy's statement about Giants in the Earth: "Its veracity,

its straightforward simplicity and vigor, illustrated in the excitement over

a hen coop or the wheat coming up, make most frontier novels beside it

seem cheap."

What is Mr. Prescott's opinion of the Conrad Richter trilogy about

pioneer life? Compare Richter's The Town with the work of Miss Cather

and that of Mr. Rolvaag.

Additional Reading:

Pioneers!, by Willa Cather

The Farm, by Louis Bromfield

Saratoga Trunk, by Edna Ferber

Raintree County, by Ross Lockridge, Jr.



CHAPTER VIII

THE WAR WITH SPAIN

So much of America's energy had been expended in pushing

her frontiers to the Pacific Ocean in the West and in settling

new areas of territory during the nineteenth century that scant

attention had been paid to any other form of expansion. But

by 1890 the Census Bureau announced that the frontier move-

ment had ended. As James Truslow Adams says in his chapter,

"The Flag Outruns the Constitution/' we had now "lost our

hunting ground for adventure, and having now seized and

peopled all the continental land we could get, we should probably,

like other nations, find some excuse for an imperialistic adven-

ture overseas."

The excuse came in a dispute with Spain over her island of

Cuba. McKinley was President of the United States. For years

Cuba had been stirred up by revolts against Spanish rule. Hearst

and Pulitzer were playing up stories of Spanish atrocities in

their American newspapers, and the sympathies of the American
public were roused for the "brave Cubans fighting for liberty

and independence." American capitalists were enraged at the

destruction of their plantations and sugar mills in Cuba.

Then in 1898 the American battleship Maine was blown up

in the Havana harbor. Whether this was caused by the Spanish

from outside or by an internal explosion has never been deter-

mined, both Adams and the Beards hasten to point out. But
the American public was incited to anger, Theodore Roosevelt

declared President McKinley "had the backbone of a chocolate

eclair'' for not demanding war—and finally McKinley did ask

Congress for a declaration of war against Spain.

As the Beards point out in their chapter, "The Breach with

Historic Continentalism," the war with Spain was "a triumph

for imperialism." Spanish forces were easily defeated, Cuba
and Puerto Rico were occupied, and Admiral Dewey destroyed

the Spanish fleet in the harbor of Manila, ending Spanish rule

in the Philippines. The exploits of Theodore Roosevelt and his

Rough Riders thrilled the American public back home.

Strangely enough, the War with Spain has not been widely

used as material for historical fiction. Ernest Leisy explains it
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thus: "The Spanish-American War was perhaps too much of

the nature of a melodrama to elicit valid and serious fictional

treatment." Glenway Wescott's The Grandmothers devotes one

of the most interesting chapters to the adventures of one char-

acter during the Spanish-American War ; and a more recent novel,

The Year of the Spaniard by Henry Castor, takes its two heroes

directly into the war. James Street's Mingo Dabney also de-

picts the earlier phase of the fighting in Cuba.

1. The Spanish War in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 337-355

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 307-341

Discuss Mr. Adams' comments about the end of the American frontier.

Why does he think that the United States would now "find some excuse

for an imperialistic adventure overseas"?

Sketch the historical background of the Spanish-American War. What
was the political situation in Cuba? In Puerto Rico? In the Philippines?

What was happening to Spain as a world power at this period?

What forces within the United States urged us toward war with Spain?

What were the restraining influences? Discuss the influence of the press

in building up popular support for the war.

Trace briefly the military events of the war. What role was played by
Theodore Roosevelt? By Admiral Dewey? What were the terms of the

peace treaty? Did the war increase the prestige of the United States?

What were the effects of the war on the course of events within the United

States?

What do you think Mr. Adams means by the title to his chapter, "The
Flag Outruns the Constitution"?

2. The Spanish War in Fiction

The American Historical Novel, by Ernest Leisy, p. 213

The Grandmothers, by Glenway Wescott

The Year of the Spaniard, by Henry Castor

Why does Mr. Leisy think the Spanish-American War has not been a

favorite subject for historical fiction?

How does Mr. Wescott fit the Spanish-American War into the general

structure of his historical novel, The Grandmothers! What other periods

of American history does the book include? Through whose eyes is the

story told? What fictional techniques are employed?

Characterize Alwyn Tower's Uncle Evan, whom the author describes

as "the deserter." Why did Evan Tower change his name to "John Craig"?

Discuss the causes that led to Evan's enlistment for the Spanish-

American War. What was the advice given him by his Uncle Leander

before he set off to war? Why do you think his uncle said: "Don't be

ashamed to run away and leave things"?
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When Evan reached the island of Cuba, what were his reactions to the

Cubans? To the war? To life in the barracks? Why did he decide that

the Americans would lose the war? How did Evan spend his time in

Cuba?
What made Evan decide to desert? How did he manage to escape from

the Army and the war? Why did the sailor named Marbury help him?
What news did Evan send home to his mother? Trace the chief events of

his life subsequent to his stay in Cuba. How did his time in the Army
affect his later life? Do you feel that the story of the individual named
Evan Tower illuminates the role played by the United States in the Spanish-

American War? Does Evan's experience make the historical facts of the

war seem more real to you?

Henry Castor's novel, The Year of the Spaniard, has been described as

"a roaring, lusty novel of the Spanish-American War." Do you agree

with this estimate?

How did Caleb Hawkins and Warren Spangler happen to get involved

in the war? Discuss the adventures of Spangler as a war reporter; the

adventures of Hawkins as a soldier.

What did they learn about war from meeting Stephen Crane and Richard

Harding Davis, who were also covering the war as journalists?

Narrate some of the amatory adventures of the two young men. Do
you find that sex has been treated with more humor in this book than in

most of the historical novels?

Discuss the attitude of the central characters toward the war itself.

What additional facts have you learned about the background of the war
from reading this novel?

Additional Reading:

Mingo Dabney, by James Street



CHAPTER IX

THE TURN OF THE CENTURY

Most of us today look back on the turn of the century with

considerable nostalgia, thinking of it as "only yesterday" and a

time of gaslights, buggy rides, gingerbread houses, and the bare

beginnings of today's automobile and motion picture era. Styles

in dresses, hairdos, home life, business enterprise, recreation

had their own individuality at the "turn of the century.

"

James Truslow Adams does not look upon the period with

the same sort of affectionate recollection. He calls it "The Age
of the Dinosaurs" and points out that huge business corpora-

tions were being formed and were ruling our economic life.

"Never before had such colossal power concentrated so rapidly

into the hands of a few, whether we consider the resources and

income at their command, the population affected by their orders

and acts, or the millions of persons in their direct employ." This

was the day of great banks, of great railroads, of "the trusts,"

of Rockefeller, Carnegie, and Morgan. The spirit ruling the

world of business, says Mr. Adams, was "get rich quick and

develop fast." And he adds, "With this spirit went an auto-

cratic belief in their own right to rule the people, to develop the

country when and where it suited their own convenience, by

methods of their own choosing, and to prevent any interference

of any sort with their own plans."

With the growth of "big business" both government and labor

began to look askance at what was happening. When Theodore

Roosevelt succeeded McKinley as President, he pushed the Anti-

Trust Laws ; and it was also about the turn of the century that

there was a great coal strike in the anthracite fields under the

leadership of John Mitchell.

In the chapter entitled "Widening Knowledge and Thought"
Charles and Mary Beard discuss the opening of the twentieth

century and examine the advances made in fields of literature,

political thought, social consciousness, scientific research, and
educational opportunity. Speaking of the radio and motion pic-

ture, the Beards declare: "The American people now had at

their command agencies almost illimitable in range and speed

for the distribution of knowledge and the circulation of ideas
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true, false, or simply nonsensical. Would intelligence be stimu-

lated or arrested or destroyed?"

Innumerable novels have pictured this period of American
history and development, some in critical fashion, others in rosy

remembrance. Ben Ames Williams' Owen Glen shows what was
happening in an Ohio coal-mining town, while James Street's

Tomorrow We Reap depicts a rural area in the South.

1. The Turn of the Century in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 337-373

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 342-366

Why does Mr. Adams call the "turn of the century" the "age of the

dinosaurs"? Cite figures to show what he means by this title. What
effect did the growth of "big business" have on the average American?

Who were the creators of the big trusts? What does Mr. Adams think

of their abilities and of their motives?

What hand did the government take in the matter of trusts? What
was the point of view of President Roosevelt? Discuss the estimate of

Theodore Roosevelt's achievements and character made by Mr. Adams.
During this period what was happening in the ranks of American labor?

Discuss the famous coal strike in the anthracite fields and the role played

by the President in an attempt to settle it.

Was this statement made by George F. Baer typical of the coal-mine

owners?—"The rights and interests of the laboring man will be protected

and cared for, not by the labor agitators, but by the Christian men to

whom God in His infinite wisdom has given the control of the property

interests of this country, and upon the successful management of which so

much depends."

Summarize the points made by the Beards in their chapter, "Widening

Knowledge and Thought." What indications of progress do they give?

What are the prospects for America as it faces the twentieth century?

What advances have been made in education and the wider distribution of

knowledge?

2. The Turn of the Century in Fiction

Owen Glen, by Ben Ames Williams

Tomorrow We Reap, by James Street and James Saxon Childers

Reviewers have hailed Mr. Williams' book as "a historical novel of

American life in the Nineties." Discuss some of the background trappings

which the author uses to establish the mood and the setting of the period.

What actual historical events and historical personages does he use to set

the date?

Describe life in the small Ohio coal-mining town of Hardiston. Do you

get a vivid picture of the coal miners at work? Trace the development of

labor unions and labor leaders as indicated in the novel.
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What kind of person is Owen Glen? Do you detect any resemblance to

John L. Lewis? What were the chief influences in Owen's life? What
motivated him in his actions?

How would you characterize BB Beecham, the editor of the Hardiston

Journal? What was his influence over Glen? Discuss the use made b:/

the author of stories and editorials in Beecham's newspaper to show the

temper of the times and the background of historical events. What ideas

set forth by Beecham seem to be characteristic of the "turn of the century"?

The scene of Tomorrow We Reap by James Street and James Saxon
Childers is the Valley of Lebanon, an agrarian settlement in South Mis-

sissippi's piney woods, "where yesterday was like today, and both were

drowsy." How do the authors set the scene to show that the action takes

place "about the turn of the century"? Compare the atmosphere and
background of this novel with Mr. Williams' Owen Glen. What gives To-

morrow V/e Reap a distinctly Southern flavor?

Characterize Sans and Mingo Dabney. What was the attitude of each

toward the intrusion of Northern industry into the quiet peacefulness of

their valley? Show how the activities of the Peninsula Company fitted

into the general pattern of American expansion during this period.

What role is played by the beautiful refugee from the Cuban Revolution,

Rafaela Galban? Does her appearance in Lebanon tie the story more
firmly into the period?

Discuss the problems of race relations in the South which occupy part

of the plot. Discuss the rise to political power of such characters as Windy
Hill. Is this political development characteristic of the South at "the turn

of the century"? What is happening to the respective roles of industry

and agriculture at this time?

Additional Reading:

The Peaceable Kingdom, by Ardyth Kennelly

The Magnificent Ambersons, by Booth Tarkington

The Age of Innocence, by Edith Wharton
The Octopus, by Frank Norris

The Titan, by Theodore Dreiser



CHAPTER X

WORLD WAR I AND THE TWENTIES

From the turn of the century up to the opening of World
War I the American people were so engrossed in building up
private fortunes, expanding business, discovering the joys of

automobiles, radios and the movies, that they could hardly ima-

gine the possibilities of a world-wide conflict which might engulf

them. Under the leadership of President Woodrow Wilson the

nation was trying to develop "the American dream" and to make
life more satisfying for the individual citizen as well as for the

"dinosaurs" of capital. Except for the brief and rather ro-

mantic interlude of the Spanish-American War, Americans had

to look back more than fifty years to the Civil War.
Then as James Truslow Adams points out in his chapter,

"America Revisits the Old World," an Austrian archduke was
shot at Sarajevo—and "suddenly the whole of Western European

civilization appeared to have burst into flames." Americans

could hardly understand how it happened; the causes were ob-

scure—and they saw no reason why they should become in-

volved in a war so far away from their own shores.

The sinking of the Lusitania with the loss of American lives

brought the German submarine warfare closer to these shores,

but in the election of 1916 Wilson was triumphantly reelected

because "he kept us out of war." After America finally declared

war, the conflict did not last long. By the end of the war in

November, 1918, America had a fighting force of 2,000,000 men
in France.

President Wilson's campaign for peace was not as successful

as his war. After his prodigious efforts at Versailles to win a

just peace and to form the League of Nations, the American

Senate rejected the treaty. Wilson himself had suffered a stroke

while trying to arouse the nation to aid him. "Faced by the

responsibilities of a moral leadership in the world such as had

never before come to any nation, America backed out of the

room frightened and stammering," says Mr. Adams.

In 1920 the Republican Party swept Harding into office—and

the American post-war era of the twenties was ushered in. Presi-

dent Harding advocated "normalcy" but his administration be-
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came involved in the Teapot Dome scandal. President Coolidge

called for "prosperity"—and Americans took to the stock market

to make money. Prohibition came in, and with it an increase in

crime and violence. Prices rose, the American standard of

living soared, speakeasies flourished and gangsters grew bold.

As Mr. Adams says: 'The waste of war is always spiritual as

well as material, and post-war decades are ever periods in which

the fires of noble aims flicker but feebly." Certainly this was
true of the 1920's.

American literature has brilliantly mirrored this period of

American life. World War I may be seen in John Dos Passos'

Three Soldiers and William March's Company K. The post-war

period of disillusionment comes vividly to life in The Great Gatsby

and other novels by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Ernest Hemingway
has used the themes of war and post-war disillusion in his novels.

1. World War I and the Twenties in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 427-451

The Epic of America, by James Truslow Adams, pp. 367-400

Discuss the political, social and economic conditions in the United
States at the outbreak of World War I. What was the attitude of the

nation toward Europe?

What do you consider the causes of the war? Quote Mr. Adams and
the Beards on this point. Trace the steps that led the United States into

war. What was the effect of the sinking: of the Lusitania? Where did

our natural sympathies lie?

Discuss briefly the course of the war after our entry. What contribu-

tion did the United States make toward eventual victory?

What were the chief problems of the Peace Conference? How much
influence did President Wilson have in shaping the terms of the treaty?

How was the idea of the League of Nations received in America? Why
did the Senate reject the treaty? How do you think this rejection influ-

enced the future history of the world?

Discuss the chief characteristics of the post-war period in America.

What were the chief social, political and economic events of the Harding

and Coolidge administrations? Were the social reforms of the Wilson

administration nullified, retained or enlarged during the years of Re-

publican administration? (Note the Beards' discussion of this situation.)

How did Prohibition, "Prosperity" and "Normalcy" shape the period

of the 1920's in America? What was happening to the average man during

this interlude? Was the American standard of living lifted or lowered?

What does Mr. Adams mean when he says of this period: "Without a

vision the people perish"?
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2. World War I and the Twenties in Fiction

Cavalcade of the American Novel, by Edward Wagenkneeht
Three Soldiers, by John Dos Passos

The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald

An American Tragedy, by Theodore Dreiser

Main Street, by Sinclair Lewis

Characterize the "three soldiers" who are heroes of the Dos Passos
novel. What is the background of each man? How typical do you con-

sider these three of American life and civilization?

What is the reaction of each soldier to the realities of war? Sketch
briefly what happens to each of the men. What is the effect of army
discipline on the three soldiers?

How much do you learn about war in this novel? What are the dif-

ferent settings of the book? Do you think the characters are broadened

by their introduction to Europe?
Which character do you consider the spokesman for the author? What

is Mr. Dos Passos' attitude toward war? Discuss his indictment of

militarism.

Why did the author make John Andrews his chief character? Why
did John Andrews desert? Discuss his romance with Genevieve Bod.

Discuss this statement by Andrews, which may be taken as the theme
of the novel: "It seems to me that human society has been always that,

and perhaps will be always that: organizations growing and stifling indi-

viduals, and individuals revolting hopelessly against them."

In F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel, The Great Gatsby, what war experiences

does Jay Gatsby have? How do they influence his later life?

Discuss the means by which Gatsby amasses his wealth in the post-war

world. Describe the establishment which he sets up at his Long Island

estate. Is this characteristic of the American "wealth" of the twenties?

What is the attitude of the author toward the Gatsby kind of life?

What kind of parties does Gatsby give at his estate? How does Daisy

come to reenter his life? What role is played by Myrtle and Tom Wilson

in the plot of the novel? What happens to Jay Gatsby and why? Do you

think that Mr. Fitzgerald expects his readers to draw any moral conclu-

sions from his story? Do you think The Great Gatsby sheds light on the

period of the twenties?

Present some of the leading ideas propounded by Sinclair Lewis in

Main Street. Does the novel give an accurate picture of America in the

twenties? What is the importance of Dreiser's An American Tragedy ?

Discuss the significance Mr. Wagenkneeht attaches to the novels of Sin-

clair Lewis, F. Scott Fitzgerald and John Dos Passos in American litera-

ture.

Additional Reading:

Company K, by William March
A Farewell to Arms, by Ernest Hemingway
The Sun Also Rises, by Ernest Hemingway
This Side of Paradise, by F. Scott Fitzgerald



CHAPTER XI

THE DEPRESSION YEARS

From the dizzy heights of the fabulous 1920's, American

life—and American history—took a hard and disillusioning fall

in the autumn of 1929. The Beards describe this sudden crash

in their Basic History of the United States in this manner : "In

the autumn of 1929, just as the country seemed safe and sound

on the 'high plateau of permanent prosperity/ except for farm-

ers, the business boom attributed to Republican statecraft burst

with a resounding crash. The prime stocks of the leading cor-

porations fell nearly forty points on the average in a single day.

This panic was followed by the explosion of banks, railway com-

panies, and private concerns, by increasing woes among farmers

already in straits, by the closing of factories, shops, and offices,

and by a steep decline in the opportunities of employment for

artists, writers, musicians, architects, engineers, playwrights,

and teachers—indeed the whole white-collar class—from New
York to California."

Citing figures on this depression, the historians estimate that

in the opening months of 1933 there were 12,000,000 men and

women out of work. Tenants on American farms and industrial

workers in American cities alike faced ruin and sometimes

hunger. President Hoover assured the public that prosperity

was just around the corner, but the people began to wonder just

when that corner would ever be reached. "The whole society of

the United States," say the Beards, "was in a state of anxiety

and confusion."

Mr. Leisy does not discuss the novels that were written about

this depressed and depressing period of American history, for

he leaves the historical novel at the Spanish-American War,
which seems safely back in "the historical periods." However,
any discussion of novels which illustrate trends in American
history through the years must certainly be made to include the

unhappy years of the Great Depression. Fortunately, there are

two novels which may be studied here to give the reader a very
clear idea of what was happening in America during the 1930\s

and of the influence of these events on contemporary literature.

Perhaps what might be called the classic of depression literature
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is John Steinbeck's magnificent, although controversial, picture

of American life, The Grapes of Wrath, which makes the im-

poverished and unfortunate Joad family symbolic of the poorer

people and their sufferings during the depression. A later book,

which pictures what was happening among the wealthier and
more intellectual classes, is Hiram Haydn's The Time Is Noon.

1. The Depression Years in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 452-462

As background for this chapter, discuss the inflation and financial

successes of the 1920's which preceded the great crash of 1929. What was
the attitude of Big Business during this period? The attitude of the

federal government?

When and why did the stock market crash occur? What effect did

this have on other businesses, on banks, on farms? What did President

Hoover and business leaders of the nation have to say about the state of

the country?

Discuss the unemployment situation. What efforts did President Hoover

and Congress make to halt the public panic? What was the attitude of

the Democratic Party at this time?

What happened in the election of 1932 and to what do you attribute

this turn of events?

What was happening to the morale of the general public during this

period of stress? Discuss the Beards' statement that "the whole society

of the United States was in a state of anxiety and confusion."

2. The Depression Years in Fiction

Cavalcade of the American Novel, by Edward Wagenknecht, pp. 438-448

The Grapes of Wrath, by John Steinbeck

The Time Is Noon, by Hiram Haydn
What is the significance of the title, The Grapes of Wrath! What is

its source?

Where and when does the story of the Joad family begin? Why is this

story pertinent to a study of the Depression?

Describe and characterize the Joad family, especially Ma Joad, Grampa

and Granma, Tom Joad, Rose of Sharon. What role is played by the

Preacher, Jim Casey?

Why were the Joads dispossessed of their land? Read excerpts from

Chapter Five, which tells how the owners or representatives of the banks

came to take over the land from the tenants. Why did the Joads decide

to go to California instead of "going on relief"?

Describe the efforts of the Joads to get ready for their move. Note

that they paid $75 for a second-hand truck and then had $154 with which

to make the trip. Read the pages which tell how they burned the house-

hold goods which they could not take with them.

Do you think that Tom Joad's remark that "I'm just tryin' to get along
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without shovin' nobody around" is an essential part of the author's theme?

Note Ma's remark that "Folks was kinda stunned, walk aroun' like they

was half asleep."

What happened to the Joads en route to California? Discuss Chapter

Seventeen, which tells how the cars of migrant people drew together into

groups. What punishments did they devise for trouble-makers? What
did they expect of the future? Why were they pushed along from one

state to the next? Note how Ma Joad tried to hold her family together.

Discuss the author's handling of Granma's death.

Did California meet their expectations? What kind of welcome did

they receive? What kind of work did they find? Discuss Tom's realiza-

tion that "A feller ain't no good alone." What were his plans for life

after leaving the family? (Chapter Twenty-Eight.) Is this a part of the

author's theme?

When Ma Joad says: "People is goin' on—changin' a little, maybe, but

goin' right on" do you think she is expressing Author Steinbeck's philosophy?

What happens to Rose of Sharon's baby? Notice the breaking up of the

Joad family. What happens to Noah? To Tom? To Al?

Give your opinion of the ending of the book, which was severely criti-

cized when the book was first published. Do you think the book is unduly

vulgar or does the vulgarity seem to grow naturally out of the charac-

ters? Discuss Mr. Wagenknecht's appraisal of Steinbeck's work.

Notice that the principal characters of Mr. Haydn's The Time Is Noon
represent a different class of American social life. Describe the six young
people who are the principal characters of the book. What is the situation

in America at the beginning of the novel?

Discuss the activities and the philosophies of the characters while they

are in college. How is the gay life of the 1920's used in the novel? Note
the liberal ideas of Sol Krassovsky when he is writing for the college

paper.

Trace the adventures of the six characters when they leave college.

How does Sand Warren's life in Greenwich Village typify the Bohemians
of that period? Does Tom Robinson's experience in the business world
seem typical? What does Lathrop Stone learn in the publishing field?

How does the coming of the Depression affect these young people? Give

examples. What influence does the Communist Party have on Krassovsky?

Discuss his experiences in North Carolina at the Gastonia Strike trial.

What conclusions does Author Haydn draw on American civilization,

on the effects of the Depression, and on the future of America?
Compare the events and the people of The Time Is Noon with those of

The Grapes of Wrath. Do you think these two novels give a good idea of

the period they describe?

Additional Reading:

All the King's Men, by Robert Penn Warren



CHAPTER XII

THE ROOSEVELT ERA AND WORLD WAR II

The period of the depression, the Roosevelt Recovery, and

World War II still seem so close to most of us that we can scarcely

look at them in the perspective of the historical novel ; but already

novels written during and about these times have been passed so

far by the contemporary scene that they are almost historical in

nature.

In 1932 the "New Deal" began with the election of Franklin

Roosevelt by 22,800,000 ballots against Hoover's 15,700,000 and

the Democratic Party entered its long reign. In the chapter

entitled "Economic Crash and New Deal Uprising" the Beards

analyze the American situation which confronted President

Roosevelt and discuss the relief measures which he inaugurat-

ed—control over banks, regulation and stimulation of business,

relief for the unemployed, social security, federal farm and home
credit, rights of collective bargaining. "Taken collectively," say

the Beards, "the principal domestic measures of the New Deal

represented an effort to establish in the United States a stable

economy in place of alternating booms and panics and to protect

the people against numerous misfortunes of specific kinds."

The depression which had struck at America was not localized

but part of a worldwide economic disturbance. While Roosevelt

was attempting to bring relief to millions of Americans, the

fascist principles of Hitler and Mussolini were seizing Germany
and Italy and sowing the seeds of that terrible harvest which was
to be World War II.

Pearl Harbor and the outbreak of war for the United States

in December 1941 made it necessary for the government to shift

its attention from reforms on the home front to the demands of

a global war. American life was disrupted and the essential

readjustments to a wartime economy had to be made.

American literature has not yet had time to take full advan-

tage of the wealth of material furnished by the depression, the

Roosevelt Era, and World War II. Several novels of the De-

pression have already been studied. One book which brings out

strikingly many events of the Roosevelt years in American his-

tory is The Bright Promise by Richard Sherman, which not only
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takes a young couple through the Roosevelt period but also in

its title catches the spirit which characterized the New Deal.

Novels of World War II have already appeared in large num-

bers, most of them written by young men who saw actual service

in one of the many war theaters. Two which attracted con-

siderable attention immediately upon publication were The Young
Lions by Irwin Shaw, a study of the European phase of the war,

and The Naked and the Dead by Norman Mailer, a concentrated

analysis of war in the Pacific. The uncertainties of the post-

war period and the "cold war" are reflected in Irwin Shaw's

The Troubled Air,

From the days of the first American settlements in the New
World to the latest American experiments in the New Deal,

novels have used the raw material of American history and have

transmuted it in terms of character and plot so that, in the words

of Ernest Leisy, "they contribute to a living culture and thereby

aid us in our endeavor to transform the present and illuminate

the future."

1. The Roosevelt Era and World War II in History

Basic History of the United States, by Charles and Mary Beard, pp. 452-489

Describe conditions in the United States at the time of the Roosevelt-

Hoover election. To what do you attribute the overwhelming victory of

the Democratic Party in 1932?

List the measures taken by President Roosevelt immediately following

his inauguration to provide relief for the people and to halt the wave of

depression. What was the effect of these measures on the economy of the

nation? The effect on the individual American? The effect on the Demo-
cratic and the Republican Parties? Discuss the labor situation and the

new Wages and Hours Act. What advances were made in Social Security?

What was done to relieve unemployment?
What was the relationship of the United States with foreign nations

during the early Roosevelt years? What steps did Roosevelt take to keep

America out of war?
Discuss conditions in Europe during this period, with special attention

to Germany and Italy. With the outbreak of war in Europe, what changes
were made in American foreign policy? Discuss the Neutrality Act. What
was the effect on the American people of Roosevelt's decision to ignore

the third-term tradition and run again in 1940?

What was the background of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor?
What steps were taken by the American government? How was American
war potential mobilized? Discuss the nature of the fighting in the Euro-
pean theater and in the Pacific.
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Note the role of women in World War II, in both the fighting fronts and

the home front. What was the effect on family life in the Unified States?

On the daily life of the people? How was the labor situation handled

during the war? How were the industrial facilities of the nation expanded?

Discuss the significance of the Atlantic Charter. Of the United Na-

tions. What were the greatest problems facing America at the conclusion

of the war? What steps were taken to meet these problems?

2. The Roosevelt Era and World War II in Fiction

The Bright Promise, by Richard Sherman
The Young Lions, by Irwin Shaw
The Troubled Air, by Irwin Shaw

Explain the significance of the title, The Bright Promise. Do you con-

sider this an appropriate title for a novel depicting the events of the

Roosevelt Era?
Note that the story begins on March 4, 1933. Why does the author

choose this date? How does he connect the events of the Roosevelt inaugu-

ration with the private lives of his chief characters? What is the reaction

of Lyle and Amy to Roosevelt's statement that "the only thing we have to

fear is fear itself"?

Compare the family backgrounds, education, and points of view of

Amy and Lyle. Amy says that she is the "Middle Class, White Collar"

type. How would you classify Lyle? Describe the typical Greenwich Vil-

lage apartment in which Amy lives.

Mention the various historical events of the Roosevelt Era which had a

personal significance to Amy and Lyle Ellery. How successfully does the

author combine the historical facts with the fictional story?

Trace the steps of Lyle's personal career. What did you learn about

picture magazines in America? What did you learn about small-town

newspapering?

What effects of the war on the lives of private individuals did you
discern? What is the attitude of the author toward the Communist Party
in the United States?

Notice the striking parallel between the infantile paralysis of Johnny
Ellery and of President Roosevelt. How does the author make use of this

similarity? Does this seem too much of a coincidence to be convincing or

does it strengthen the novel?

What picture of World War II do you get from The Young Lions'!

Characterize the three leading characters and sketch their background,

training, experience, beliefs. How does the author bring them together by
war?

What impression of the war years in America do you get in addition

to battles and campaigns? Does the novel illuminate the American way
of life? What plea does Shaw make for more tolerance and understanding?

How does he use the example of Noah Ackerman?
Note the effect of the war on Michael, on Noah, on Christian. What

conclusions do you draw on the author's ideas of war?
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From reading The Troubled Air, what would you consider the chief

problems of the American people during the period following World War
II? Compare Shaw's point of view toward intolerance in this novel and in

his earlier The Young Lions.

What are the author's conclusions concerning the infiltration of Com-
munists into the American radio and entertainment industries? How does

he think that thoughtful Americans can retain their beliefs in the essential

democratic procedures when threatened by Communist pressure from out-

side? Would you consider Clement Archer a typical American?

Additional Reading:

The Naked and the Dead, by Norman Mailer

The Caine Mutiny, by Herman Wouk
The Sure Thing, by Merle Miller
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All the King's Men. 1946. (11)

The Iron Mistress. 1951. (4)

The Age of Innocence. 1920. (9)

The Caine Mutiny. 1951. (12)

So Red the Rose. 1935. (5)

Knopf 2.75

Doubleday 2.50

Doubleday 3.00

Doubleday 3.00

Harcourt 6.00

Cape &
Smith o. p.

Doubleday 3.00

Dial 3.00

Dial 3.50

Doubleday o. p.

Harcourt 3.00

Doubleday 3.50

Mod. Lib. 1.25

Doubleday 3.95

Scribner 3.00

DIRECTORY OF PUBLISHERS

Bobbs-Merrill Co., 724 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis 7.

Crown Publishers, 419 Fourth Ave., New York 16.

Dial Press, 461 Fourth Ave., New York 16.

Doubleday & Co., Garden City, N. Y.

Harcourt, Brace & Co., Inc., 383 Madison Ave., New York 17.

Harper & Bros., 49 E. 33rd St., New York 16.

Holt (Henry) & Co., Inc., 257 Fourth Ave., New York 10.

Houghton Mifflin Co., 2 Park St., Boston 7.

Knopf (Alfred A.), Inc., 501 Madison Ave., New York 22.

Lippincott (J. B.) Co., 227 S. 6th St., Philadelphia 5.

Little, Brown & Co., 34 Beacon St., Boston 6.

Macmillan Co., 60 Fifth Ave., New York 11.

Modern Library, 457 Madison Ave., New York 22.

New Directions, 333 6th Ave., New York 14.

Random House, Inc., 457 Madison Ave., New York 22.

Rinehart & Co., 232 Madison Ave., New York 16.

Scribner's (Charles) Sons, 597 Fifth Ave., New York 17.

Sloane (William) Associates, 119 W. 57th St., New York 19.

University of Oklahoma Press, Faculty Exchange, Norman
Viking Press, Inc., 18 E. 48th St., New York 17.

Wilcox & Follett Publishing Co., 1255 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5.







LIBRARY EXTENSION PUBLICATIONS

VOLUME XV

North Carolina Writers. Walter Spearman. October 1949. No. 1

Thomas Wolfe: Carolina Student. Agatha B. Adams. January 1950. No. 2

$1.50

Adventures in Reading, 2hth Series. Mary Cutler Hopkins. April 1950. No. 8

The South in Biography. Emily Bridgers. July 1950. No. 4

VOLUME XVI

Modern French Literature in Translation. Jacques Hardre. October 1950.

No. 1

Paul Green of Chapel Hill. Agatha B. Adams. January 1951. No. 2

Cloth bound, $2.50; paper, $1.50

Adventures in Reading, 25th Series. Mary Cutler Hopkins. April 1951. No. 3

Other People's Lives, Twelfth Series. Cornelia S. Love. July 1951. No. 4

VOLUME XVII

Reading for Freedom. L. O. Kattsoff. October 1951. No. 1

Inglis Fletcher of Bandon Plantation. Richard Walser. January 1952. No. 2

Paper, $1.50

Adventures in Reading, 26th Series. Mary Cutler Hopkins. April 1952. No. 3

American History Through Historical Novels. Walter Spearman. July

1952. No. 4

Subscription per volume, $2.25; to residents of North Carolina, $1.50.

Single copies, $0.75 each; to residents of North Carolina, $0.50 each.

Exceptions: Thomas Wolfe, Paul Green, and Inglis Fletcher, as noted

above.

Send for list of previously published Library Extension Publications.

Library Extension Department

University of North Carolina Library

Chapel Hill, N. C.




