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THE HISTORY OF THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, A MAJOR LITERARY
ACHIEVEMENT OF THE 18TH CENTURY PUBLISHED IN SIX VOLUMES, WAS WRITTEN BY THE
CELEBRATED ENGLISH HISTORIAN EDWARD GIBBON. THE BOOKS COVER THE PERIOD OF

THE ROMAN EMPIRE AFTER MARCUS AURELIUS, FROM JUST BEFORE 180 TO 1453 AND BEYOND,

CONCLUDING IN 1590. THEY TAKE AS THEIR MATERIAL THE BEHAVIOR AND DECISIONS

THAT LED TO THE DECAY AND EVENTUAL FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE IN THE EAST AND WEST,
OFFERING AN EXPLANATION FOR WHY THE ROMAN EMPIRE FELL. GIBBON IS SOMETIMES
CALLED THE FIRST “MODERN HISTORIAN OF ANCIENT ROME.” BY VIRTUE OF ITS MOSTLY
OBJECTIVE APPROACH AND HIGHLY ACCURATE USE OF REFERENCE MATERIAL, GIBBON'S
WORK WAS ADOPTED AS A MODEL FOR THE METHODOLOGIES OF 19TH AND
20TH CENTURY HISTORIANS. (SUMMARY FROM WIKIPEDIA)
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