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Isabella Matilda Davis Brittingham was a significant early American Bahá’í and was 

posthumously designated by Shoghi Effendi as one of the 19 Disciples of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá and 

Heralds of the Covenant. She was born in 1852, the daughter of Benjamin Davis, who was a 

grandson of John Morton, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Her sister-in-law heard 

about the Bahá’í Faith in 1897 and in 1898 Isabella herself became a part of the nascent 

American Bahá’í community. In September 1901, Isabella went on pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 

where she met ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, the leader of the Bahá’í Faith and son of the Founder, Bahá’u'lláh. 

She used the knowledge she gained there to write “The Revelation of Baha-ullah in a Sequence 

of Four Lessons”, which was published by the Bahai Publishing Society of Chicago in 1902. 

There were nine editions of this work, the last being in 1920. It was one of the earliest accurate 

accounts of the Bahá’í Faith published in the West. The main purpose of the book is to 

demonstrate the truth of Bahá’u'lláh’s Revelation through Biblical prophecy. For more 

information on the Bahá’í Faith, visit bahai.org 

 

Cover illustration is a photograph of the Shrine of Bahá’u’lláh at Bahjí, ‘Akká, Israel. This 

image has been released into the public domain by its author, Kiliancs at the w project. This 

applies worldwide. Cover design by Nicholas Bridgewater. This design is in the public domain 

and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission.  

 

Read by Nicholas James Bridgewater. This recording is in the public domain and may be 

reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission.  

 

LibriVox volunteers record chapters of books in the public domain and release the audio files 

back onto the net. For more information or to volunteer, visit www.librivox.org. 
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The Revelation of Baha-ullah 
In a Sequence of Four Lessons 

 
By Isabella D. Brittingham 

 


