( The Mysterious Stranger )

Here’s a Mark Twain story that’s
very unlike those he became
famous for, but when | read it back
in Catholic high school, it left a
deep impression.

It concerns the deeply religious
residents of a small village in
Austria during the late sixteenth
century, and what happened to
them when a strange young man
visited their insulated homeland.

Twain worked and reworked this
story for many years, and there
are several known versions
available. This one may be the
best known, though it seems
to have been heavily edited by
Twain’s biographer, Albert Paine.

Because the author returned to
this story in different forms for
many years, we can guess that it’s
one he wanted told. There’s little
of Twain’s folksy humor here; this
is a horror story, a parable. . . and
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LibriVox is a hope, an experiment,
and a question: can the internet
harness a bunch of volunteers
to help bring books in the public
domain to life through podcasting?

Our objective is to make all books in
the public domain available, for free,
in audio format on the internet.

e Librivox is a non-commercial,
non-profit and ad-free project

e Librivox donates its recordings
to the public domain

e Librivox welcomes volunteers
from across the globe

LibriVox volunteers record chapters
of books in the public domain, and
then we release the audio files back
onto the net (through a podcast,
catalog, and bit torrents). We are a
totally volunteer, open source, free
content, public domain project,
and we operate almost exclusively
through Internet communications.
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