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PUBLISHER'S ADVERTISEMENT.

Tl.e antobiograpLy of Dr Franldin narrates his life

till 1757, when he was in his 51st year. This is

contained in the following volume, together wdth a

continuation, by another hand, of the history of his

remarkable career till his death.

It is a singular fact, that the original autobiography
of Franklin has been but comparatively little circu-

lated, though numerous professed editions of his life,

as written by himself, have been widely published.

He commenced his autobiography while on a visit to

the Bishop of St. Asaph's, in 1772, and added to it

from time to time while in England," as his leisure

would permit. After he had taken up his residence

at the Court of Versailles, as Minister Plenipotentiary

from the United States, he continued his narration

to a still later period in his life. The favor with

which he was regarded by the liigher circles in

France, led to the publication there of a translation

of his autobiography. This has been re-translated

in English, and widely circulated in England and the

United States as the original work. The translation
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failed to preserve the fresliness and cLarmiiig ease

which characierized the narrative as it originally
flowed from the author's pen, and the publishers of

the present edition believe that they are rendering
an acceptable service to the reading public, by offer-

ing them this, the original' autobiography.
It is believed that the value of the work has been

much enhanced, by appending a selection of some of

the best of Franklin's inimitable essays.
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LIFE
OF

BENJAMIN TRANKLIN

WKITTEN BY HIMSELF.

CHAPTER I.

I HAVE ever had a pleasure in obtaining any littlo

anecdotes of my ancestors. You may remember the

inquiries I made among the remains of my relations,
when you were with me in England, and the journey
I undertook for that purpose. Imagining it may be

equally agreeable to you to learn the circumstances of

tny life, many of which you are acquainted with, and

expecting the enjoyment of a few weeks' uninterrupted
leisure, 1 sit down to write them. Besides, there are

some other inducements that excite me to this under-

taking. From the poverty and obscurity in which I

was born, and in which I passed my earliest years, I

have raised myself to a state of afSuence and some de-

gree of celebrity in the world. As constant good for-

tune has accompanied me even to an advanced period
of life, my posterity will perhaps be desirous of learn-

ing the means, which I employed, and which, thanks
to Providence, so well succeeded with me. They may
also deem them fit to be imitated, should any of them
find themselves in similar circumstances.



10 LIFE OF FKAJS'KLIN.

This good fortune, when I reflect on it, which is fre-

quently the case, has induced nie sometlnies to say,

tluit, il' it "svere Jeft to my choice, 1 should have no

objection to go over the same life from its hegiiming
to tiie end

; requesting only the advantage authors

have of correcting in a second edition the faults of the

first. So would 1 also wish to chan^-e some incidents

of it, for others more favorable. ]S'otvvithstanding, it

this condition was denied, I should still accept the

offer of re-commencing the same life. But as this

repetition is not to be expected, tluit, which resembles

most living one's life over again, seems to be to recall

all tlie circumstances of it; and, to render this remem-
brance more durable, to record them in writing.

In thus employing myself I shall yield to the incli-

nation, so natural to old men, of talking of themselves"

and their own actions
;
and I shall indulire it without

being tiresome to those, who, from respect to my age,

might conceive themselves obliged to listen to me,
since they will be always free to read me or not.

And, lastly, (I nuiy as well confess it, as the denial

of it would l)e believed by nobody,) 1 shall perhaps
not a little gratify my own vanity. Indeed, I never
heard or saw the introductory words, "AVithout vanity
I may say," 6zc., but some vain thing innnediately
followed. Most people dislike vanity in others, what-

ever share they have of it themselves
;
but 1 give it

fair quarter wherever I meet with it, being persuaded,
that it is often productive of good to the possessor,
and to others who are within his sphere of action

;

and therefore in many cases it would not be altogether

absurd, if a man were to thank God for his vanity

among the other comforts of life.

And now I speak of thanking God, I desire with

all humility to acknowledge, that I attribute the men-
tioned happiness of my past life to His divine provi-^

dence, which led to the means I used, and gave the

success. My belief of this induces me to Ao/j>e, though
I must not presiiTne^ that the same goodness will still

be exercised towards me in continuing that happiness,
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or enabling me to bear a fatal reverse, wliieh I may
ex]3erience as others have done

;
the complexion of

my futnre fortune being known to Ilim only, in whose

power it is to bless ns, even in onr afflictions.

Some notes, which one of my uncles, who had the

same curiosity in collecting family anecdotes, once

put into my hands, furnished me with several particu-
lars relative to our ancestors. From these notes I

learned, that the}' lived in the same village, Ecton,
in Northamptonshire, on a freehold of about thirty

acres, for at least three hundred years, and how
much lonirer could not be ascertained.

This small estate would not have sufficed for their

maintenance, without the business of a smith, which
had continued in the family down to my uncle's

time, the eldest son being always brought up to that

empjoynient; a custom which he and my lather fol-

lowed with regard to their eldest sons. AVhen I

searched the registers at Ecton, 1 found an account
of their nuirriages and burials from the year 1555

oidy, as the registers kept did not commence previous
thereto, i however learned from it, that 1 was the

youngest son of the youngest son for live generations
back. JMy grandfather, Thomas, who was born in

1598, lived at Ecton, till he was too old to continue
his business, when he retired to Banbury in Oxford-

shire, to the house of his son John, wnth whom my
father served an apprenticeship. There my uncle
died and lies buried. We saw his gravestone in

1758. Hi^ eldest son Thomas lived in the house at

Ecton, and left it, with the land, to his only daughter,
who, with her husband, one Fisher of Wellingbo-
rough, sold it to Mr. Isted, now lord of the manor
there. My grandfather had four sons, who grew up ;

viz. Thomas, John, Benjamin, and Josiah. Being
at a distance from my papers, 1 will give you what
account I can of them from memory ; and, if my
papers are not lost in my absence, you will find

among them many more particulars.
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_
Thomas, my eldest uncle, was bred a smith under

his father, but, being ingenious and encouraged in learn-

ing, as all his brothers were, by an Esquire Palmer,
then the principal inhabitant of that parish, he quali-
fied himself for tlie bar, and became a considerable
man in the county ;

was chief mover of all public-
spirited enterprises for the county or town of North-

ampton, as well as of his own village, of which many
instances were related of him

;
and he was much taken

notice of and patronized by Lord Halifax, lie died
in 1702, the 6th of January ;

four years to a day
before I was born. Tlie recital, w^liic'h some elderly
persons made to us of his character, I remember struck

you as something extraordinary, from its simihirity
with what you knew of me. " Had he died," said

you,
" four years later, on the same day, one might

have supposed a transmigration."
John, my next uncle, was bred a dyer, I believe of

wool. Benjamin was bred a silk dyer, serving an ap-
prenticeship in London. He was an ingenious man.
I remember, when I was a boy, he came to my
father's in Boston, and resided in the house with us
for several yeai's. There was always a particular affec-

tion between my father and him, and I was his god-
son. He lived to a great age. He left behind liim
two quarto volumes of manuscript, of his own poetry,

consisting of fugitive pieces addressed to his friends.

He had invented a short-hand of his own, Mdiich he

taught me, but, not having practised it, I have now
forgotten it. He was very pious, and an assiduous
attendant at the sermons of the best preachers, which
he reduced to writing according to his method, and
had thus collected several volumes of them.
He was also a good deal of a politician ;

too much
so, perhaps, for his station. There fell lately into my
hands, in London, a collection he had made of all the

principal political pamplilets relating to public aliairs,
from the year 1641 to 1717. Many of the volumes are

wanting, as appears by their numbering, but there still

remain eight volumes in folio, and twenty in quarto
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and in octavo. A dealer in old books had met with

them, and knowing me by name, having bought books

of him, he brought them to me. It would appear
that my uncle nnist have left them here, when he
went to America, which was about fifty years ago. I

found several of his notes in the margins. His grand-
son, Samuel Franklin, is still living in Boston.

Our humble family early embraced the reformed re-

ligion. Our forefathers continued Protestants through
the reign of Mary, when they were sometimes in dan-

fer

of persecution, on account of their zeal against

'opery. They had an English Bible, and, to conceal

it and place it in safety, it was fastened open with

tapes under and within the cover of a joint stool.

When my great-grandfather wished to read it to his

family, he placed the joint stool on his knees, and then

turned over the leaves under the tapes. One of the

children stood at the door to give notice if he saw the

apparitor coming, who was an officer of the spiritual
court. In that case the stool was turned down again

upon its feet, when the Bible remained concealed

under it as before. This anecdote I had from uncle

Benjamin. The family continued all of the church of

England, till about the end of Charles the Second's

reign, when some of the ministers that had been outed

for their non-conformity, holding conventicles in North-

amptonshire, my uncle Benjamin and my father Josiah

adhered to them, and so continued all their lives.

The rest of the family remained with the Episcopal
church.

My father married young, and carried his wife with
three children to New England, about 1685. The con-

venticles being at that time forbidden by law, and

frequently disturbed in the meetings, some considera-

ble men of his acquaintances determined to go to that

country, and he was prevailed with to accompany them

thither, where they expected to enjoy the exercise of

their religion with freedom. By the same wife my
father had four children more born there, and by a

second, ten others; in all seventeen; of whom I re-
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member to have seen thirteen sitting together at his

tahle
;,
who all grew up to years of maturity and were

married. I was the youngest son, and the youngest
of all the children except two daughters, I was born

in Boston, in Kew England. My mother, the second

wife of my father, was Abiah Folger, daughter of

Peter Folger, one of the first settlers of Xew England ;

of whom honorable mention is made by Cotton Mather
in his ecclesiastical history of that country, entitled

MiKjnalia Clirhti Americana^ as " a godly and learned

Englishman," if I remember the words rightly. I w\as

informed, he wrote several small occasional works,
but only one of them was printed, which I remem-
ber to iiave seen several years since. It was written

in 1075. It was in familiar verse, according to the

taste of the times and people; and addressed to the

government there. It asserts the liberty of conscience,

in behalf of the Anabaptists, the Quakers, and other

sectaries, that had been persecuted. He attributes to

this persecution the Indian wars, and other calamities

that had befallen the country ; regardirg them as so

many judgments of God to punish so heinous an

offence, and exhorting the repeal of those laws, so con-

trary to charity. This piece appeared to me as written

with manly freedom, and a pleasing simplicit3^ The
six last lines I remember, but have forgotten the pre-

ceding ones of the stanza
;
the purport of them was,

that his censures proceeded from good will, and there-

fore he would be known to be the author.

" Because to be a libeller

I bate it with my heart.

From Sherbon To-u^n where now I dwell,

My name I do put here ;

"Without oifence your real friend,

It is Pettir Folger."

My elder brothers were all put apprentices to dif-

ferent trades. I was put to the grammer school at

eight years of age ; my father intending to devote me,
as the tythe of his sons, to the service of the church.

My early readiness in learning to read, which must
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have "been very early, as I do not remember -when I

could not read, and the opinion of all his friends, that

I should certainly make a good scholar, encouraged
him in this purpose of his. My uncle Benjamin too

approved of it, and proposed to give me his short hand
volumes of sermons, to set up with, if I would- learn

his short hand. I continued, however, at the grammar
school rather less than a year, though in that time I

had risen gradually from the middle of the class of

that year, to be at the head of the same class, and was
removed into the next class, whence I was to be placed
in the third at the end of the year.
But my father, burdened with a numerous family,

was mialile without inconvenience to supjjort the ex-

pense of a college education. Considering, moreover,
as he said to one of his friends in my presence, the

little encouragement that line of life afforded to those

educated for it, he gave up his first intentions, took

me from the grannner school, and sent me to a school

for writing and arithmetic, kept by a then famous

man, Mr. George Brownwell. He was a skilfull mas-

ter, and successful in his profession, employing the

mildest and most encouraging methods. Under him
I learned to write a good hand pretty soon

;
but I

failed entirely in arithmetic. At ten years old I was

taken to help my father in his business, which was

that of a tallow-chandler and soaj:) boiler
;

a business

to which he was not bred, but had assumed on his

arrival in New England, because he found that his

dyeing trade, being in little request, would not main-

tain his family. Accordingly, I was employed in

cutting wicks for the candles, filling the n:ioulds for

cast candles, attending the shop, going of errands, &c.

I disliked the trade, and had a strong inclination to

go to sea
;
but my father declared against it. But, re-

sidino- near the water, I was much in it and on it. I

learned to swim well, and to manage boats
; and,

when embarked with other boys, I was commonly
allowed to govern, (^specially in any case of diflicuky ;

and upon other occasions I was generally the leader
2
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among the bovs, and sometimes led them into scrapes,
of which I will mention one instance, as it shows an

. early projecting public spirit, though not then justly
conducted. There was a salt marsh, which bounded

part of the mill-pond, on the edge of which, at high
Mater, we used to stand to fish for minnows. By
much trampling we had made it a mere quagmire
My proposal was to build a wharf there for us to stand

upon, and I showed my comrades a large heap of

stones, which were intended fur a new house near the

marsh, and which would very well suit our purpose.

Accordingly in the evening, when the workmen were

gone home, I assembled a number of my playfellows,
and we worked diligently, like so many emmets,
sometimes two or three to a stone, till we brought
them all to make our little wharf. The next morning,
the workmen were surprised at missing the stones,
which had formed our wharf. Inquiry was made after

the authors of this transfer
;
we were disco'S'ered, com-

plained of, and corrected by om* fathers; and, though
I demonstrated the utility of our work, mine convinced

me, that that which was not honest, could not be truly
useful.

I suppose you may like to know what kind of a man
ni}- father was. lie had an excellent constitution,
was of a middle stature, well set, and very strong.
He coidd draw prettily, and was skilled' a little in

music. His voice was sonorous and agreeable, so that

when he played on his violin, and simg withal, as he
was accustomed to do after the business of the day
was over, it was extremely agreeable to hear. He
had some knowledge of mechanics, and on occasion

was very handy with other tradesmen's tools. But
his great excellence was his sound understanding, and
his solid judgment in prudential matters, both in

2:»rivate and public affairs. It is true he was never

employed in the latter, the numerous family he had
to educate, and the straitness of his circumstances,

keeping him close to his trade
;
but I remember well

his being frequently visited by leading men, who con-
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Bulted him for his opinion in public affairs, and those

of the church he belonged to; and M'ho showed a

great respect for his judgment and advice.

He was also much consulted by private persons
about their affairs, when any difficulty occurred, and

frequently chosen an arbitrator between contending
parties. At his table he liked to have, as often as

he could, some sensible friend or neighbor to converse

with, and always took care to start sume ingenious or

useful topic for discourse, which might tend to improve
the minds of his children. By this means he turned
our attention to what was good, just, and prudent, in

the conduct of life
;
and little or no notice was ever

taken of what related to the victuals on the table
;

whether it was well or ill dressed, in or out of season,
of good or bad flavor, preferable or inferior to this or

that other thing of the kind
;
so that I was brought up

in such a perfect inattention to those matters, as to be

quite indifferent what kind of food w\as set before me.

Indeed, I am so unobservant of it, that to this day I

can scarce tell a few hours after dinner of what dishes
it consisted. This has been a great convenience to me
in travelling, where my companions have been some-
times very unhappy for want of a suitable gratification
of their more delicate, because better instructed, tastes

and appetites.

My mother had likewise an excellent constitution ;

she suckled all her ten children. I never knew
either my father or mother to have any sickness,
but that of which they died

;
he at eighty-nine, and

she at eighty-five years of age. They lie buried
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together at Boston, where I some years since placed
a marble over their grave, with this inscription ;

JOSIAH FRANKLIN
and

ABIAH his wife,
Lie here interred.

They lived lovingly together in wedlock,

Fifty-five years ;

And without an estate, or any gainful employinen'.

By constant labor, and honest industry,

(With God's blessing,)

, Maintained a large family comfortably ,

And brought up thirteen children and seven grandchildren

Reputably.
From this instance, reader.

Be encouraged to diligence in thy calling,
And distrust not Providence.

He was a pious and prudent man,
She a discreet and virtuous woman

Their youngest sen.
In filial regard to theii- memory.

Places this stone.

J. F. born 1655 ; died 1744. ^t. 89.

A. F. bom 1607
;
died 1752. ^t. 85.

By my rambling digressions, I perceive myself to

be grown old. I nsed to write more methodically.
But one does not dress for private company as for a

public ball. Perhaps it is only negligence.
To return

;
I continued thus employed in my

father's business for two years, tliat is, till I was
twelve yeJlrs old

; and, my brother John, who was
bred to that business, having left my father, married,
and set up for himself at Hhode Island, there was

every appearance that I was destined to supply his

place, and become a tallow-chandler. But my dislike

to the trade continuing, my father had apprehensions,
that, if he did not jiut me to one more agreeable, I

should break loose and go to sea, as my brother Jo-

siah had done, to his great vexation. In consequence,
he took me to walk with him and see joiners, brick-

layers, turners, braziers, ifec, at their work, that he

might observe my inclination, and endeavor to fix it

on some trade or profession that would keep me on
land. It has ever since been a pleasure to me to see

good workmen handle their tools. And it has been
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often nsefiil to me, to have learned so mnch by it, as

to be able to do some triiiing jobs in the house when
a workman was not at hand, and to construct little

machines for my experiments, at the i^oment when
the intention of making these was warm in my mind.

My father determined at last for the cutler's trade,
and placed me for some- days on trial with Samuel,
son to my micle Benjamin, who was bred to that

trade in London, and had just established himself in

Boston. But the sum he exacted as a fee for my ap-

prenticeship displeased my father, and I was taken

home again.
From my infancy I was passionately fond of read-

ing, and all the money that came into my hands was
laid out in the purchasing of books. I was very fond

of voyages. My first acquisition was Bunyan's works
in separate little volumes. I afterwards" sold them
to enable me to buy E,. Burton's Historical Collections.

They were small chapmen's books, and cheap ; forty
volumes in all. My father's little library consisted

chiefly of books in polemic divinity, most of which I

read. I have often regretted, that, at a time when
I had such a thirst for knowledge, more proper books
had not fallen in my way, since it was resolved 1

should not be bred to divinity. There was among
them Plutarch's Lives^ which I read abundantly, and
I still think that time spent to great advantage.
There was also a book of Defoe's, called An Essay
on Projects.^ and another of Dr. Matlier's, called An
Essay to do Good^ which perhaps gave me a turn

of thinking, that had an influence on some of the

principal future events of my life.

. This bookish inclination at length determined my
father to make me a printer, though he liad already
one son, James, of that profession. In 1717 my
brother James returned from England with a press
and letters, to set up his business in Boston. I

liked it much better than that of my father, but

still had a hankering for the sea. To prevent the

apprehended effect of such an inclination, my father
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was impatient to have me bound to my brother. I

stood out some time, but at hist was persuaded, and

signed the indenture, when* I was yet but twelve

years
*

old. I was to serve an apprenticeship till I

was twenty-one years of age, only I was to be al-

lowed journeyman's wages during the last year. In
a little time I made a great progress in the busi-

ness, and became a useful hand to my brother. I

now had access to better books. An acquaintance
with the apprentices of booksellers enabled me some-
times to boiTow a small one, which I was careful

to return soon, and clean. Often 1 sat up in my
chamber reading the greatest part of the night,
when the book was borrowed in the evenino; and to

be returned in the morning, lest it should be found

missing.
After some time a merchant, an ingenious, sensible

man, Mr. Matthew Adams, who had a pretty collec-

tion of books, frequented our printing office, took
notice of me, and invited me to see his library, and

very kindly proposed to lend me such books, as I

chose to read. I now took a strong inclination for

poetry, and wrote some little pieces. My brother,

supposing it might turn to account, encouraged me,
and induced me to compose two occasional ballads.

One was called The Light House Tragedy^ and con-

tained an account of the shipwreck of Captain
"Worthilake with his two daughters ;

the other was
a sailor's song, on the taking of the famous Teach^
«r BlacJcbeard^ the pirate. They were wretched stuif,

Ji street-ballad style ;
and when they were printed,

my brother sent me about the town to sell them.
The first sold prodigiously, the event being recent,
and having made a great noise. This success flat-

tered my vanity ;
but my father discouraged me by

criticising my jDerformances, and telling me verse-

makers were generally beggars. Thus 1 escaped

being a poet, and probably a very bad one
; but,

as prose writing has been of great use to me in

the com-se of my life, and was a principal ireaus
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of my advancement, I shall tell you how, in such a

situation, I acquired what little ability I may be sup-
posed to have in that way.

There was another bookish lad in the town, John
Collins by name, with whom I was intimately ac-

quainted. We sometimes disputed, and very fond we
were of argument, and very desirous of confuting one
another

;
which disputatious turn, by the way, is apt

to become a very bad habit, making people often

extremely disagreeable in company, by the contradic-
tion that is necessary to bring it into practice ;

and
thence, besides souring and spoiling the conversation,

it^
is productive of disgusts and perhaps enmities

with those, who may have occasion for friendship.
I had caught this by reading my lather's books of

dispute on religion. Persons of good sense, I have
since observed, seldom fall into it, except lawyers,
university men, and, generally, men of all sorts, who
have been bred at Edinburgh.A question was once, somehow or otlier, started
between Collins and me, on the propriety of edu-

cating the female sex in learning, and their abilities
for study. He was of opinion that it was improper,
and that they were naturally unequal to it. I took
the contrary side, perhaps a little for dispute's sake.
He was naturally more eloquent, having a greater
plenty of words, and sometimes, as I thought, I was
vanquished more by his fluency than by the strength
of his reasons. As we parted without settling the

point, and were not to see one another again for
some time, I sat down to put my arguments in

writing, which I copied fair and sent to" him. He
answered, and I replied. Three or four letters on a
sid-e had passed, when my father happened to find

my papers and read them. Without entering into
the subject in dispute, he took occasion to talk to
me about my manner of writing- observed, that

though I had the advantage of my antagonist in
correct spelling and pointing, (which he attributed
to the printing-house,) I fell far short in elegance



22 1.IFE OF FRANKLIN.

of expression, in method, and in perspicuity, of
whicli he convinced me by several instances. 1
saw the justice of his remarlcs, and thence grew
more attentive to mj manner of writing, and de-

termined to endeavor to improve my style.
About this time, I met with an odd volume of

the Sjjcctator. I had never before seen any of them.
I bought it, read it over and over, and was much
delighted with it. I thouo:ht the writing excellent,
and wished if possible to imitate it. "With that view,
I took some of the papers, and making short hints

of the sentiments in each sentence, laid them by a
few days, and then, without looking at the book,
tried to complete the papers again, by expressing
each hinted sentiment at length, and as fully as it

had been expressed before, in any suitable words
that should occur to me. Then I compared my
Spectator with the 'original, discovered some of my
faults, and corrected them. Biit I found I wanted
a stock of words, or a readiness in recollecting and
using them, which I thou<i:ht I should have ac-

quired before that time, if I had gone on making
verses

;
since the continued search for words of the

same import, but of different length to suit the

measure, or of different somid for the rhyme, would
have laid me under a constant necessity of search-

ing for variety, and also have tended to fix that

variety in my mind, and make me master of it.

Therefore I took some of the tales in the Spectator,
and tm-ned them into verse

; and, after^ time, when
I had pretty well forgotten the jjrose, turned them
back again.

I also sometimes jumbled my collection of hints into

confusion, and after some weeks endeavored to reduce
them into the best order, before I began to form the

full sentences and complete the subject. Tliis was to

teach me method in the arrangement of the thoughts.

By comparing my work with the original, I discovered

many faults, and corrected them
;

but I sometimes
had the pleasure to fancy, that, in certain particulars
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of small consequence, I had been fortunate enongli to

improve the method or the language, and this encour-

aged me to think, that I might in time come to be a

tolerable English writer; of which I was extremely
ambitions. The time I allotted for writing exercises,
and for reading, was at night, or before work began
in the morning, or on Sundays, when I contrived to be

in the printing house, avoiding as much as I could the

constant attendance at public worship, which my
father used to exact of me when I was under his care,

and which I still continued to consider a duty, though
I could not afford time to practise it.

"When about sixteen years of age, I happened to

meet with a book, wi-itten by one Tryon, recommend-

ing a vegetable diet, I determined to go into it. My
brother, being yet unmarried, did not keep house, but

boarded himself and his apprentices in another family.

My refusing to eat flesh occasioned an inconvenience,
and I was frequently chid for my singularity. I made

myself acquainted with Tryon's manner of preparing
gome of his dishes, such as boiling potatoes or rice,

making hasty-pudding and a few others, and then pro-

posed to my brother, that if he would give me weekly
half the money he paid for my board, I would board

myself. He instantly agreed to it, and I presently
found that I could save half what he paid me. This

was an additional fund for buying of books
;
but I had

another advantage in it. My brother and the rest

going from the printing house to their meals, I re-

mained there alone, and, dispatching presently my
light repast (which was often no more than a biscuit,

or a slice of bread, a handful of raisins, or a tart from

the pastry cook's, and a glass of water,) had the rest

of the time, till their return, for study ;
in which I

made the greater progress from that greater clearness'

of head, and quicker apprehension, which generally
attend temperance in eating and drinking. Kow it

was, that, being on some occasion made ashamed of

my ignorance in figures, which I had twice failed

learning when at school, I took Cocker's book on
B
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Arithmetic, and went through the wliole by myself
with the greatest ease. I also read Seller's and Stnr-

ny's book on navigation^ which made me acquainted
with the little geometry it contains, but I never pro-
ceeded far in that science. I read about this time
Locke 071 Human Understanding^ and Tlie Art of
Tliinhing^ by Messrs. de Port-Royal.

"While I was intent uj)on improving my language, I

met with an English grammar (I think ft was Green-

wood's,) having at the end of it two little sketches on
the Arts of Rhetoric and Logic, the latter finishing
Avith a dispute in the Socratic method. And, soon

after, I procured Xenophen's Memoralle Things of
Socrates, wherein there are many examples of the
same method, I was charmed with it, adopted it,

droi)ped my abrupt contradiction and positive argu-
mentation, and put on the humble inquirer. And
being then, from reading Shaftesbury and Collins,
made a doubter, as I already was in many points of
our religious doctrines, I found this method the safest

for myself, and very embarrassing to those against
whom I used it

; therefore I took delight in
it, prac-

tised it continually, and grew very artful and expert
in drawing people, even of superior knowledge, into

concessions, the consequences of which they did not

foresee, entangling them in difficulties, out of which
they could not extricate themselves, and so obtaining
victories, that neither myself nor my cause always
deserved.

I continued this method some few years, but grad-
ually left it, retaining only the habit of expressing
myself in terms of modest diffidence, never using,
when I advance any thing that may possibly be dis-

puted, the words certainly, undouhtedly, or any others
that give the air of positiveness to an opinion ;

but
rather say, / conceive, or apjrrehend, a thing to be so
and so; It appears to 7ne, or I should not tliinh it, so
or so,for such and such reasons; or, I imagine it to

he so; ov, It is so, if Iam not mistaken. This habit,
I believe, has been of great advantage to me, when 1
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have liad occasion to inculcate my opinions, and per-
suade men into measures, that I have been from time
to time engaged in promoting. And, as the chief ends
of conversation are to ivfonn or to he informed^ to

2?lease or to persuade^ I wish well-meaning and sensi-

ble men would not lessen their power of doing good
by a positive, assuming manner, that seldom fails to

disgust, tends to create opposition, and to defeat most
of those purposes for which speech was given to us.

In fact, if you wish to instruct others, a positive dog-
matical manner in advancing your sentiments may
occasion opposition, and prevent a candid attention.

If you desire instruction and improvement from oth-

ers, you should not, at the same time, express yourself
fixed in your present opinions. Modest and sensible

men, who do not love disputation, will leave you un-

disturbed in the possession of your errors. In adopt-

ing such a manner, you can seldom expect to please
your hearers, or obtain the concurrence you desire.

Pope judiciously observes
" Men must be tauglit, as if you tanj^Lt them not.
And things unknown proposed as things forgot."

He also recommends it to us
" To speak, though sure, with seeming diffidence."

And he might have joined with this line, that which
he has coupled with another, I think, less properly,

" For want of modesty is want of sense."

.
If you ask, Why less properly ? I must repeat the

lines,
" Immodest words admit of no defense,
For want of modesty is want of sense."

I^ow, is not the want of sense, where a man is so
unfortunate as to want it, some apology for his want
of modesty? And would not the lines stand more
justly thus ?

" Immodest words admit Init this defense.
That want of modesty is want of sense."

This, however, I should submit to better judgments.
My brother had, in 1720 or 1721, begun to print a



26 LIFE OF FRANKLIN.

newspaper. It was the second that appeared in

America, and was called the New England Courant.

The only one before it was the Boston News-Letter.

I remember his being dissuaded by some of his friends

from the nndertakini!:, as not likely to succeed, one

newspaper being in their judgment enough for Amer-
ica. At this time, 1771, there are not less than five

and twenty. He went on, however, with the under-

taking. I was employed to carry the papers to the

customers, after having worked in composing the

types and printing off the sheets.

He had some ingenious men among his friends,

who amused themselves by writing little pieces for

this paper, which gained it credit, and made it more
in demand, and these gentlemen often visited us.

Hearing their c'onversations, and their accounts of the

approbation their papers were received with, I was
excited to try my hand among them'. But, being still

a boy, and suspecting that my brother would object
to printing any thing of mine in his paper, if he knew
it to be niine, I contrived to disguise my hand, and,

writing an anonymous paper, I put it at night under

the door of the printing house. It was found in the

morning, and communicated to his writing friends

when fhey called in as usual. They read it, com-

mented on it in my hearing, and I had the exquisite

pleasure of finding it met with their approbation, and

that, in their diiierent guesses at the author, none

were named but men of some character among us for

learning and ingenuity. I suppose, that I was rather

lucky in my judges, and that they were not really so

very good as 1 then believed them to be. Encouraged,

however, by this attempt, I wrote and sent in the

same way to the press several other pieces, that were

equally approved ;
and I kept my secret till all my

fund of sense for such performances was exhausted,

and then discovered it, when I began to be considered

a little more by my brother's acquaintance. ^

However, that did not quite please him., as he

thought it tended to make too vain. This might
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be one occasion of the differences we began to

have about this time. Though a brother, he con-

sidered himself as my master, and me as his ap-

prentice, and accordingly expected the same services

from me as he would from another, while I thought
he degraded me too much in some he required of

me, who, from a brother, expected more indulgence.
Our disputes were often brought before our father,
and I fancy I was either generally in the right, or

else a better pleader, because the judgment was

generally in my favor. But my brother was pas-

sionate, and had often beaten me, which I took ex-

tremely amiss
; and, thinking my apprenticeship

very tedious, I was continually wishing for some

opportunity of shortening it, which at length offered

in a manner unexpected. Perhaps this harsh and

tyrannical treatment of me might be a means of

impressing me with the aversion to arbitrary power,
that has stuck to me through my whole life.

One of the pieces in our newspaper on some po-
litical point, wliich I have now forgotten, gave offense

to the Assembly. He was taken up, censured, and

imj^risoned for a month by the Speaker's warrant, I

suppose because he would not discover the author.

I, too, was taken up and examined before the Council
;

but, though I did not give them any satisfaction,

they contented themselves with admonishing me,, and
dismissed me, considering me perhaps as an appren-
tice, who was bound to keep .his master's secrets.

During my brother's confinement, which I resented

a good deal notwithstanding our jjrivate differences,
I had the management of the paper ;

and I made
oold to give our rulers some rubs in it, -which my
brother took very kindly, while others began to con-

sider me in an unfavorable light, as a youth that

had a turn for libelling and satire.

My brother's discharge was accompanied with an

order, and a very odd one, that '•'•James Franklin
should no longer print the newspaper, called The
New England CourantP On a consultation held in
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our printing office, amongst Lis friends, what he
should do in this conjuncture, it was proposed to

ehide the order by changing the name of the paper.
But my brother, seeing inconveniences in this, came
to a conchision, as a better way, to let the paper
in future be printed in the name of Benjamin Frank-
lin ; and in order to avoid the censure of the As-

sembly, that might fall on him, as still printing it

by his apprentice, he contrived and consented that

my old indenture should be returned to me with a

discharge on the back of it, to show in case of ne-

cessity; and, in order to secure to him the benefit

of my service, I should sign new indentures for the

remainder of my time, which were to be kept pri-

vate. A very iiimsy scheme it was
; however, it

was immediately executed, and the paper was printed

accordingly, under my name, for several months.

At length, a fresh difierence arisino; between my
brother and me, I took upon me to assert wq tree

dom; presuming that he would not venture to pro
duce the new indentures. It was not fair in me to

take this advantage, and this I therelbre reckon one

of the first errata of my life; but the unfairness of

it weighed little with me, when under the impres-
sions of resentment for the blows his passion too

often urged him to bestow upon me. Though lie

'was otherwise not an ill natured man
; perhaps I

A^as too saucy and provoking.
When he found I would leave him, he took care to

prevent my getting employment in any otlier printing
house of the town, by going round and speaking to

every master, who accordingly refused to give me work.

I then thought of going to" IS^'ew York, as the nearest

place where there was a printer. And I was rather

inclined to leave Boston, when I reflected, that I had

already made myself a little obnoxious to the govern-

ing party, and, from the arbitrary proceedings of the

Assembly, in my brother's case, it was likely I might,
if 1 stayed, soon bring myseir mto scrapes ; and, fur-

ther, that my indiscreet disputations about religion
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began to make me pointed at with horror "by good
people, as an infidel and atheist. I concluded, there-

fore, to remove to New York
;
but my father now

siding with my brother, I was sensible, that, if I at-

tempted to go openly, means would be used to.prevent
me. My friend Collins, therefore, undertook to man-

age my flight. He agreed with the captain of a New
York sloop to take me, under j^retense of my being a

young man of his acquaintance, that had an intrigue
with a girl of bad character, whose parents would

compel me to marry her, and that I could neither ap-

pear or come away publicly. I sold my books to raise

a little money, was taken on board the sloop privately,
had a fair wind, and in three days found myself at

New York, near three hundred miles from my home,
at the age of seventeen, (October, 1723,) without the

least recommendation, or knowledge of any person in

the place, and very little money in my pocket.
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The inclination I had had for the sea was "bj this

time done away, or I might now have gratified it.

Eut having another profession, and conceiving myself
a pretty good workman, I offered my services to a

printer of the place, old Mr. "William Bradford, who
had been the first printer in Pennsylvania, but had
removed thence, in consequence of a quarrel with the

governor, George Keith. He could give me no em-

ployment, having little to do, and hands enough al-

ready; but he said, "My son at Philadeli^hia has

lately lost his principal hand, Aquila Pose, by death
;

if you go thither, I believe he may employ you."

Philadelphia was one hundred miles further
;
I set out,

however, in a boat for Amboy, leaving my chest and

things to follow me round by sea.

In crossing the bay, we met with a squall that tore

our rotten sails to pieces, prevented our getting into

the Kill, and drove us upon Long Island. In our way,
a drunken Dutchman, who was a passenger too, fell

overboard
;
when he was sinking, I reached through

the water to his shock pate, and drew him up, so that

we got him in again. His ducking sobered him a

little, and he went to sleep, taking first out of his pocket
a book, which he desired I would dry for him. It

proved to be my old favorite author, Bunyan's Pil-

(jinin's Progress^ in Dutch, finely printed on good pa-

per, copper cuts, a dress better than I had ever seen

it wear in its own language. I have since found that

it has been translated into most of the languages of

Europe, and suppose it has been more generally read

than any other book, except perhaps the Bible. Hon-
est John was the first that I know of, who mixed
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narration and dialogue ;
a method of writing' very

engaging to the reader, who in the most interesting

parts finds himself, as it were, admitted into the com-

pany, and present at the conversation. Defoe has
imitated him successfully in his Robinson Crusoe^ in

his Moll Flanders^ and other pieces ;
and Richardson

has done the same in his Pamela^ &c.
On approaching the island, we found it w^as in a

place where there could be no landing, there being a

great surge on the stony beach. So we dropped an-

chor, and swung out our cable towards the shore.

Some people came down to the shore and hallooed to

us, as we did to them
;
but the wind was so high, and

the surge so loud, that we could not understand each
other. There were some small boats near the shore,
and we made signs, and called to them to fetch us

;

but the}' either did not comprehend us, or it was im-

practicable, so they went otf. Night approaching, we
had no remedy but to have patience till the wind
abated

;
and in the mean time the boatman and my-

self concluded to sleep, if we could
;

and so we
crowded into the hatches, where we joined the Dutch-

man, who was still wet, and the spray, breaking over
the head of oiu' boat, leaked through to us, so that we
were soon almost as wet as he. In this manner we
lay all night, with very little rest

; but, the wind aba-

ting the next day, we made a shift to reach Amboy
before night; having been thirty hours on the water,
without victuals, or any drink but a bottle of filthy
rum

;
the water we sailed on being salt.

In the evening I found myself very feverish, and
went to bed; but, having read somewhere that cold
water drunk j)lentifully was good for a fever, I fol-

lowed the proscription, and sweat plentifully most of
the night. My fever left me, and in the morning,
crossing the ferry, I proceeded on my journey on foot,

having fifty miles to go to Burlington, where I was
told, I should find boats, that would carry me the rest

of the way to Philadelphia.

.s B*
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It rained very hard all the day ;
I was thoroughly

soaked, and by noon a good deal tired
;

so I stop-

j)ed at a poor inn, where I stayed all night; be-

ginning now to wish I had never left home. I

made so miserable a figure, too, that I found, by
the questions asked me, I was suspected to be some

runaway indentured servant, and in danger of being
taken up on that susiDicion, However, 1 proceeded
next day, and got in the evening to an inn, within

eight or ten miles of Burlington, kept by one Dr.
Brown. He entered into conversation with me while
I took some refreshment, and, finding I had read a

little, became very obliging and friendly. Our ac-

quaintance continued all the rest of his life. He
had been, I imagine, an ambulatory quack doctor,
for there was no town in England, nor any country
in Europe, of which he could not give a very par-
ticular account. He had some letters, and was in-

genious, but he was an infidel, and wickedly under-

took, some years after, to turn the Bible into dog-
gerel verse

;
as Cotton had formerly done with V^irgil.

By this means he set many facts in a ridiculous

light, and might have done mischief with weak
minds, if his work had been jjublished ;

but it

never was.
At his house I lay that night, and arrived the

next morning at Burlington ;
but had the mortifica-

tion to find, that the regular boats were gone a
little before, and no other exj^ected to go before

Tuesdaj", this being Saturday. Wherefore I returned
to an old woman in the town, of whom I had bought
some gingerbread to eat on the water, and asked
her advice. She proposed to lodge me, till a pas-

sage by some other boat occurred. I accepted her

ofier, being much fatigued by traveling on foot.

Understanding I was a printer, she would have had
me remain in that town and follow my business;

being ignorant what stock was necessary to begin
with. She was very hospitable, gave me a dinner
of ox-cheek with great good will, accepting only of
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a pou of ale in return
;
and I thouglit myself fixed

till Tuesday should come. However, walking in tho

evening by the side of the river, a boat came by,
which I found was going towards Philadelphia with,

several people in her. They took me in, and, as

there was no wind, we rowed all the way ;
and

about midnight, not having yet seen the city, some
of the company were confident we must have passed

it, and would row no further; the others knew not

where we were, so we put towards the shore, got
into a creek, landed near an old fence, with the

rails of which we made a fire, the night being cold,
in October, and there we remained till daylight.
Then one of the company knew the place to be

Cooper's creek, a little above Philadelphia, which
we saw as soon as we got out of the creek, and
arrived there about ei2;ht or nine o'clock on the

Sunday morning, and landed at Market street wharf.

I have been the more particular in this descrip-
tion of my journey, and shall be so of my first

entry into that city, that you may in your mind

compare such unlikely beginnings with the figure I
have since made there. I was in my working dress,

my best clothes coming round by sea. I was dirty
from my being so long in the boat. My pockets
were stufied out with shirts and stockings, and I

knew no one, nor where to look for lodo-ino-. Fa-

tigued with walking, rowing, and the want of sleep,
I was very hungry ;

and my whole stock of cash

consisted in a single dollar, and aboiit a shilling
in copper coin, which I gave to the boatmen for

my passage. At first they refused it, on account of

my having rowed, but I insisted on their taking it.

Man is sometimes more generous when he has little

money, than when he has plenty ; perhaps to pre-
vent his being thought to have but little.

I walked towards the top of the street, gazing
about till near Market street, where I met a boy
with bread. I had often made a meal of dry bread,

and, inquiring where he had bought it, I went im
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mediately to the hater's he directed me to. I asked
for biscuits, meaning such as we had at Boston

;

that sort, it seems, was not made in Philadelphia.
I then asked fur a three penny loaf, and was told

they had none. Not knowing the different prices,
nor the names of the different sorts of bread, 1 told

him to give me three penny worth of any sort. He
gave me, accordingly, three great puffy rolls. I was

stirprised at the quantity, but took it, and, having
no room in my pockets, walked ofl" with a roll under
each arm, and eating the other. Thus I went up
Market street as far as Fourth street, passing by
the door of Mr. Eead, my future wife's father

;
when

she, standing at the door, saw me, and tliought I

iriade, as I certainly did, a most awkward, ridicu-

lous appearance. Then I turned and went down
Chestnut street and part of Walnut street, eating

my roll all the way, and, coming round, found my-
self again at Market street wharf, near the boat I

came in, to which I went for a drauglit of the river

water
; and, being filled with one of my rolls, gave

the other two to a woman and her child that came
down the river in the boat with us, and were wait-

ing to go further.

Thus refreshed, I walked again up the street,

which, by this time, had many clean dressed people
in it, who were all walking the same wa}'. I joined

them, and thereby was led into the great meeting
house of the Quakers, near the market. I sat down

among them, and, after looking round a whiie and

hearing nothing said, being very drowsy, through
labor and want of rest the preceding night, I fell

fast asleep, and continued so till the meeting broke

up, when some one was kind enough to rouse me.

This, therefore, was the first house I was in, or slept

in, in Philadelphia.
I then walked do^vn towards the river, and, look

ing in the faces of every one, I met a young Quaker

man, whose countenance pleased me, and, accosting

him, requested he would tell me where a stranger



LIFE OF FRANKLIN. 35

could get a lodging. We were then near the sign
of the Three Mariners, "

Here," said he,
"

is a
a house where they receive strangers, but it is not

a reputable one
;

if thee wilt walk with me, I '11

show thee a better one ;" and he conducted me to

the Crooked Billet, in Water street. There I got
a dinner

;
and while I was eating, several questions

were asked me
; as, from my youth and appearance,

I was suspected of being a runaway.
After dinner, my host having shown me to a bed,

I laid myself on it without undressing, and slept
till six in the evening, when I was called to sup-

per. I went to bed again very early, and slept very
soundly till next morning. Then I dressed myself
as neat as I could, and went to Andrew Bradford,
the printer's. I found in the shop the old man, his

father, whom I had seen at New York, and who,

traveling on horseback, had got to Philadel23hia be-

fore me. He introduced me to his son, who received

me civilly, gave me a breakfast, but told me he did

not at present want a hand, being lately supplied
with one

;
but there was another printer in town,

lately set up, one Keimer, who perhaps might em-

ploy me
;

if not, I should be welcome to lodge at

his house, and he would give me a little work to

do now and then, till fuller business should oifer.

The old gentleman said he would go with me to the

new printer; and when we found him, "Neighbor,"
said Bradford, "I have brought to see you a young
man of your business

; perhaps you may want such a
one." He asked me a few questions, put a composing
stick in my hand to see how I worked, and then said

he would employ me soon, though he had just then

nothing for me to do. And taking old Bradford,
whom he had never seen before, to be one of the

town's people that had a good will for him, entered

into a conversation on his present undertaking and

prospects ;
while Bradford, not discovering that he

was the other printer's father, on Keimer's saying he

expected soon to get the greatest part of the business
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into his own hands, drew him on by artful qnestions,
and starting little doubts, to explain all his views,
what influence he relied on, and in what manner he

intended to proceed. I, who stood by and heard all,

saw immediately that one was a crafty old sophister,

and the other a true novice. Bradford left me with

Keimer, who was greatly surprised when I told him
•who the old man was.

The printing house, I found, consisted of an old,

damao-ed press, and a small, worn out fount of English

types, which he was using himself, composing an

Elegy on Aquila Rose, before mentioned
;
an ingeni-

ous young man, of excellent character, much respected
in the town, secretary to the Assembly, and a pretty

poet. Iveiraer made verses too, but very iuditferently.

He could not be said to %orite them, for his method

was to compose them in the types directly out of his

head. There being no copy, but one pair of cases,

and the Elegy probably requiring all the letter, no one

could help him. I endeavored to put his press, (which
he had not yet used, and of which he imderstood

nothing,) into order to be worked with
; and, promising

to come and print off his Elegy ^
as soon as he should

have got it ready, I returned to Bradford's, who gave
me a little job to do for the present, and there I lodged
and dieted. A few days after, Keimer sent for me to

print off the Elegy. And now he had got another

pair of cases, and a pamphlet to reprint, on which he

set me to work.

These two printers I found poorly qualified for their

business. Bradford had not been bred to it, and w^'is

very illiterate
;
and Keimer, though something of a

scholar, was a mere compositor, knowing nothing of

press work. He had been one of the French pi'ophets,

and could act their enthusiastic agitations. At this

time he did not profess any particular religion, but

something of all on occasion
;
was very ignorant of

the world, and had, as I afterwards found, a good
deal of the knave in his composition. He did not like

my lodging at Bradford's while I worked with him.
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He Lad a house, indeed, but without furniture, so he
could not lodge me ;

but he got me a lodging at Mr.
Read's, before mentioned, who was the owner of his

house; .and, my chest of clothes being come by this

time, I made rather a more resi:)ectable appearance in

the eyes of Miss Eead, than I had done when she lirst

happened to see me eating my roll in the street.

I began now to have some acquaintance among the

young people of the town, that were lovers of reading,
with whom I spent my evenings very pleasantly ;

and

gained money by my industrj^ and frugality. I lived

very contented, and forgot Boston as much as I could,
and did not wish it should be known where I resided,

except to my friend Collins, who was in the secret,
and kept it faithfully. At length, however, an inci-

dent happened, that occasioned my return home much
sooner than I had intended. I had a brother-in-law,
Robert Holmes, master of a sloop that traded between
Boston and Delaware. He being at Newcastle, forty
miles below Philadelphia, and hearing of me, wrote
me a letter mentioning the grief of my relations and
friends in Boston at my abrupt departure, assuring me
of their good will to me, and that every thing would
be accommodated to my mind, if I would return

;
to

which he entreated me earnestly. I wrote an answer
to his letter, thanked him for his advice, but stated

my reasons for quitting Boston so fully and in such a

light, as to convince him that I was not so much in

the wrong as he had apprehended.
Sir William Keith, Governor of the province, was

then at ISTewcastle, and Captain Holmes, happening
to be in company with him when my letter came to

hand, spoke to him of me, and showed him the letter.

The governor read it, and seemed surprised when he
was told my age. He said I appeared a young man
of ptomising parts, and therefore should be encom*-

aged ;
the printers at Philadel^^hia were wretched

ones
; and, if I would set up there, he made no doubt

I should succeed; for his part he would procure me
the public business, and do me every other service
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in his power. This my brother-in-law Holmes after-

wards told me in Boston
;
but I knew as yet nothing

of it; when one day Keiraer and I being at work

together near the window, we saw the governor and
another gentleman, (who proved to be Colonel French,
of Newcastle, in the province of Delaware,) finely

dressed, come directly across the street, to our house,
and heard them at the door.

Keimer ran down immediately, thinking it a visit

to him
;
but the governor inquired for me, came up,

and with a condescension and politeness I had been

quite unused to, made me many compliments, desired

to be acquainted wnth me, blamed me kindly for not

having made myself known to him, when I first came
to the place, and would have me away with him to

the tavern, where he was going with Colonel French
to taste, as he said, some excellent madeira. I was
was not a little surprised, and Keimer stared with

astonishment. I went however with the governor and
Colonel French to a tavern, at the corner of Third

street, and over the madeira he proposed my setting

up my business. He stated the probabilities of my
success, and both he and Colonel French assured me,
I should have their interest and influence to obtain

for me the public business of both governments. And
as I expressed

'

doubts that my father would assist

me in it, Sir William said he would give me a letter

to him, in which he would set forth the advantages,
and he did not doubt he should determine him to

comply. So it M^as concluded I should return to

Boston by the first vessel, \vith the governor's letter

to my father. In the mean time it was to be kept
a secret, and I went on working with Keimer as usual.

The governor sent for me now and then to dine with

him, which I considered a great honor
;
more par-

ticularly as he conversed with me in a most affable,

familiar, and friendly manner.
About the end of April, 1724, a little vessel of-

fered for Boston. I took leave of Keimer, as going
to see my friends. The Governer gave me an ample
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letter, saying many flattering tilings of me to my
father, and strongly recommending the project of

my setting np at Philadelphia, as a thing that

would make my fortune. We struck on a shoal in

going down the bay, and sprung a leak
;
we had a

blustering time at sea, and were obliged to pump
almost continually, at which I took my turn. We
arrived safe, however, at Boston in about a fortnight.
I had been absent seven months, "and my friends

had heard nothing of me
;

for my brother Holmes
was not yet returned, and had not written about

me. My unexpected appearance surprised the fami-

ly ;
all were, however, very glad to see me, and

made me welcome, except my brother. I went to

see him at his printing house. I was better dressed

than ever while in his service, having a genteel
new suit from head to foot, a watch, and my pock-
ets lined with near five pounds sterling in silver.

He ~

received me not very frankly, looked me all

over, and turned to his work again.
The journeymen were inquisitive where I had been,

what sort of a country it was, and how I liked it.

I praised it much, and the happy life I led in it,

expressing strongly my intention of returning to it;

and, one of theui asking what kind of money we
had there, I jjroduced a handful of silver, and

spread it before them, which was a kind of raree-

show they had not been used to, paper being the

money of Boston. Then I took an opportunity of

letting them see my watch
; and, lastly, (my brothei

Btill grum and sullen,) gave them a dollar to drink,
and took my leave. This visit of mine offended

liim extremely. For, ,
when my mother, some time

after, spoke to him of a reconciliation, and of her

wish to see us on good terms together, and that

we might live for the future as brothers
;
he said,

I had insulted him in such a manner before his

people, that he could never forget or forgive it. In

this, however, he was mistaken.
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My father received the Governor's letter with some

surprise ;
but said little of it to me for some time.

Captain Holmes returnino^, he showed it to him, and
asked him, if ho knew Sir William Keith, and what
kind of man he was

; adding that he niust be of

small discretion, to tliink of setting a youth up in

business, who wanted three 3'ears to arrive at man's
estate. Holmes said what he could in favor of the

project, but my*father was decidedly against it, and
at lasf gave a Hat denial. He wrote a civil letter

to Sir William, thanking him for the patronage he
had so kindly offered me, and declining to assist

me as yet in setting up ;
I being, in his ojnnion,

too young to be trusted with the management of

an undertaking so important, and for M-hich the

prej)aration re'|uired a considerable expenditure.

My old companion, Collins, who was a. clerk in

the post office, pleased with the account I gave him
of my new country, determined to go thither, also

;

and, while I waited for my father's determination, he
set out before me by land to Rhode Island, leaving
his books, which were a pretty collection in mathe-
matics and natural philosophy, to come with mine
and me to Kew York

;
w^here he proposed to wait

for me.

My father, though he did not approve Sir "Wil-

liam's proposition, was yet pleased that I had been
able to obtain so advantageous a character from a

ferson

of such note where I had resided
;
and that

had been so industrious and careful as to equip

myself so handsomely in so short a time; therefore,

seeing no prospect of an accommodation between

my brother and me, he gave his consent to my re-

turning again to Philadelphia, advised me to behave

respectfully to the people there, endeavor to obtain

the general esteem, and avoid lampooning and libel-

ing, to which he thought I had too much inclina-

tion
; telling me, that by steady industry and pru-

dent parsimony, I might save enough by the time

I was one and twenty to set me up ;
aLd that if
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I came near tlie matter he would help me out with
the rest. This was all I could obtain, except some
small gifts as tokens of his and my mother's love,
when I embarked again for New York

;
now with

their approbation and their blessing.
The sloop putting in at Newport, Rhode Island,

I visited my brother John, who had been married
and settled there some j^ears. He received me very
aft'ectionately, for he always loved me. A friend of

his, one Yernon, having some money due to him
in Pennsylvania, about thirty-five pounds currency,
desired I would recover it for him, and keep it till

I had his directions what to employ it in. Accordingly
he gave me an order to receive it. This business

afterwards occasioned me a good deal of uneasiness.

At Newjjort we took in a number of passengers,

amongst whom were two young women traveling-

together, and a sensible, matron-like Quaker lady,
with her servants. I had shown an obliging dis230-
eition to render her some little services, which pro-

bably impressed her with sentiments of good will

towards me
;
for when she witnessed the daily growing

familiarity between the young women and myself,
which they appeared to encourage ;

she took me aside,
and said,

"
Young man, I am concerned for thee,

as thou hast no friend Mdth thee, and seems not to

know mucu of the world, or of the snares youth is

exposed to
; depend upon it, these are very bad wo-

men
;
I can see it by all their actions

;
and if thee

art not upon thy guard, they will draw thee into some

danger; they are strangers to thee, and I advise thee,
in a friendly concern for thy welfare, to have no ac-

quaintance with them." As I seemed at first not to

think so ill of them as she did, she mentioned some

things she had observed and heard, that had escaped
my notice, but

"

now convinced me she was right. I

thanked her for her kind advice, and promised to

follow it. When we arrived at New York, they told

me where they lived, and invited me to come and
see them; but I avoided it, and it was well I did.
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For the next day the captain missed a silver spoon
and some other things, tliat had been taken out of

iiis cabin, and, knowing that these were a couple of

strumpets, he got a warrant to search tiieir lodgings,
found the stolen goods, and had the thieves punished.
So though we had escaped a sunken rock, which we
scraped upon in the passage, I thought this escape of

ratlier more importance to me.
At Kew York I found mv friend Collins, who

had arrived there some time before me. AVe had
been intimate from children, and had read the same
books together; but he had the advantage of more
time for reading and studying, and a wonderful genius
for mathematical learning, in which he far outstripped
me. While I lived in Boston, most of my hours

of leisure for conversation were spent with him, and
he continued a sober as well as industrious lad

;
was

much respected for his learning by several of the

clergy and other gentlemen ;
and seemed to promise

making a good figure in life. But, during my ab-

sence he had acquired a habit of drinking brandy ;

and I found by his own account, as well as that of

others, that he had been drunk every day since his

arrival at Kew York, and behaved himself in a ver}""

extravagant manner. He had gamed too and lost his

money, so that I was obliged to discharge his lodg-

ings, and defray his expenses on the road, and at

Philadelphia ;
which proved a great burden to me.

The then governor of New 1 ork, Burnet, (son of

Bishop Burnet,) hearing from the captain that one
of the passengers had a great many books on board,
desired him to bring me to see him. I waited on

him, and should have taken Collins with me, had he
l)een sober. The governor received me with great
civility, showed me his library, which was a consid-

erable one, and we had a good deal of conversation
relative to books and authors. This was the second

governor who had done me the honor to take notice
of me

;
and for a poor boy^ like me, it was very

pleasing.



LIFE OF FEAITKLIN. 43

We proceeded to. Philadelphia. I received in the

way Yernon's money, without which we could hardly
have finished our journey. Collins wished to be em-

ployed in some counting house; but, whether they
discovered his dram-drinking by his breath, or by
his behavior, though he had some recommendations,
he met with no success in any application, and con-

tinued lodging and boarding at the same house with

me, and at my expense. Knowing I had that money
of Vernon's, he was continually borrowing of me, still

promising repayment, as soon as he should be in busi-

ness. At length he had got so much of it, that I

was distressed to think what I should do, in case of

being called on to remit it.

Ilis drinking continued, about which we sometime3

quarreled ; for, when a little intoxicated, he was very
irritable. Once in a boat on the Delaware with some
other young men, he refused to row in his turn. "I
will be rowed home," said he.

" We will not row

you," said I.
" You must," said he,

" or stay all night
on the water, just as you please." The others said,
" Let us row, what signifies it ?" But, my mind being
soured with his other conduct, I continued to refuse.

So he swore he would make me row, or throw me
overboard

;
and coming along, stepping on the thwarts

towards me, when he came up and struck at me, I

clapped my head under his thighs, and, rising, pitched
him head foremost into the river. I knew he was
a good swimmer, and so was under little concern

about him
;
but before he could get round to lay

hold of the boat, we had with a few strokes, pulled
her out of his reach

;
and whenever he drew near

the boat, we asked him if he would row, striking a

few strokes to slide her away from him. He was

ready to stifle with vexation, and obstinately would
not promise to row. Finding him at last beginning
to tire, we drew him into the boat, and brought him
home dripping wet. We hardly exchanged a civil

word after this adventure. At length a West India

captain, who had a commission to procure a preceptor
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for the sons of a gentleman at Earbadoes, met with

liim, and proposed to carry him thither to fill that

eituatiou. lie accej^ted, and promised to remit me
what he owed me out of the first money he should

receive; but I never heard from him after.

The violation of my trust respecting Yernon's money
was one of the first great errata of my life

;
and this

showed, that my father was not much out in his

judgment, when he considered me as too young to

manage business. But Sir William, on reading his

letter, said he was too prudent, that there was a great
difl:erence in persons ;

and discretion did not always
accompany years, nor was youth always without it.

"But, since he will not set you up, I will do it my-
self. Give me an inventory of the things necessary
to be had from England, and I will send for them.
You shall repay me when you are able

;
I am re-

solved to have a good printer here, and I am sure

you must succeed." This was spoken with such an

appearance of cordiality, that I had not the least

doubt of his meaning what he said. I had hitherto

kept the proposition of my setting up a secret in

Philadelphia, and I still kept it. Had it been known
that I depended on the governor, probably some

friend, that knew him better, would have advised me
not to rely on him

;
as I afterwards heard it as his

known character to be liberal of promises, which he
never meant to keep. Yet, unsolicited as he was by
me, how could I think his generous oti:ers insincere?

I believed him to be one of the best men in the

world.

I presented him an inventory of a little printing

house, amounting by my computation to al)out one
hundred pounds sterling. He liked it, but asked me
if my being on the spot in England to choose the

types, and see that every thing was good of the kind,

might not be of some advantage.
"
Then," said he,

" when there, yoii may make acquaintance, and esta-

blish correspondences in the bookselling and stationery
line." I agreed that this might be advantageous.
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"
Then," said he,

"
get yourself ready to go with

Annisf wliich was the annual ship, and the only
one at that time usually passing between London and

Philadelphia. But as it would be some months before

An7iis sailed, I continued working with Keimer, fret-

ting extremel}^ about the money Collins had got from

me, and in great apprehensions of being called upon
for it by Yernon

; this, however, did not happen for

some years after.

I believe I have omitted mentioning, that in my
first voyage from Boston to Philadelphia, being be-

calmed off Block Island, our crew employed them-

selves in catching cod, and hauled up a great number.
Till then I had stuck to my resolution to eat nothing
that had had life

;
and on this occasion I considered,

according to my master Tryon, the taking every fish

as a kind of unprovoked murder, since none of them

had, nor could do us any injury that might justify
this massacre. All this seemed very reasonable.

But I had been formerly a great lover of fish, and,
when it came out of the frying pan, it smelt admira-

bly well. I balanced sometime between principle
and inclination, till recollecting, that, when the fish

were opened, I saw^ smaller fish taken out of their

stomachs; then thought I, "If you eat one another,
I don't see why we may not eat you." So I dined

upon cod very heartily, and have since continued to

eat as other people ; returning only now and then

occasionally to a vegetable diet. So convenient a

thino; it is to be a reasonable creature, since it ena-

bles one to find or make a reason for every thing
one has a mind to do.

Keimer and I lived on a pretty good familiar foot-

ing, and agreed tolerably well
;

for he suspected no-

thing of my setting up. He retained a great deal

of his old enthusiasm, and loved argumentation. We
therefore had many disputations. I used to work
him so with my Socratic method, and had trepanned
him so often by questions apparently so distant from

any point we had in hand, yet by degrees leading
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to the point and bringing him into difficulties and

contradictions, that at last he grew ridiculously cau-

tious, and would hardly answer me the most common
question, without asking first,

" AVhat do 3'ou intend
to infer from that f However, it ^ave him so hio-h

an opmion of my abilities in the confuting Avay,
that he seriously proposed my being his colleague in

a project he had of setting up a new sect. He was
to preach the doctrines, and I was to confound all

opponents. When he came to explain with me upon
the doctrines, I found several conundrums which I

objected to, uidess I might have my way a little too,
and introduce some of mine.
Keimer wore his beard at full length, because

Bomewhere in the Mosaic law it is said,
''

TJiovu shalt

not mar the corners of tliy heardP He likewise kept
the seventh day. Sabbath

;
and these two points were

essential with him. I disliked both
;
but agreed to

them on condition of his adopting the doctrine of not

using animal food. " I doubt," said he,
" my consti-

tution will not bear it." I assured him it would,
and that he would be the better for it. He was

usually a great eater, and I wished to give myself
some diversion in half starving him. He consented
to try the practice, if I would keep him company. I

did so, and we held it for three months. Our pro-
visions were purchased, cooked, and brought to us

regularly by a woman in the neighborhood, who had
from me a list of forty dishes, which she prepared
for us at different times, in which there entered neither

fish, flesh, nor fowl. This whim suited me the better

at this time from the cheapness of it, not costing
us above eighteen pence sterling each per week. I

have since kej^t several lents most strictly, leaving
the common diet for that, and that for the com-

mon, abruptly, without the least inconvenience. So
that I think there is little in the advice of making
those changes by easy gradations. I went on plea-

santly, but poor Keimer suffered grievously, grew
tired of the project, longed for the fleshpots of Egypt
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and ordered a roast pig. lie invited nie and two
women friends to dine with liini

; but, it being
brought too soon upon table, he could not resist

the temjDtation, and ate the whole before we came.
I had made some courtship during this time to Miss

Read. I had a great respect and atl'ection for lier,

and had some reasons to believe she had the same for

me
; but, as I was about to take a long voyage, and

we were both very young, only a little above eighteen,
it was thought must prudent by her mother, to pre-
vent our going too far at present, as a marriage, if it

was to take phace, would be more convenient after

my return, when I should be, as I hoped, set up in

my business. Perhaps too she thought my expec-
tations not so well founded as I imagined them to be.

My chief acquaintances at this time were Charles

Osborne, Joseph AV^atson, and James Ralph; all

lovers of reading. The two first were clerks to an
eminent scrivener or convej^ancer in the town, Charles

Brockden, the other was a clerk to a merchant. Wat-
eon was a pious, sensible young man, of great inte

grity ;
the others rather more lax in their principles

of religion, particularly Ralph, who, as well as Col-

lins, had been unsettled by me
;
for which they both

made me sufi'er. Osborne was sensible, candid, frank;
sincere and affectionate to his friends

; but, in literary

matters, too fond of criticism. Ralph was ingenious,

genteel in his manners, and extremely eloquent; I

think I never knew a prettier talker. Both were

great admirers of poetry, and began to try their hands
in little pieces. Many pleasant walks we have had

together on Sundays in the woods, on the banks of

the Schuylkill, where we read to one another, and
conferred on what we had read.

Ralph was inclined to give himself up entirely to

poetry, not doubting that he might make great pro-
ficiency in it, and even make his fortune by it. He
pretended, that the greatest poets must, when they
first began to write, have committed as many faults

as he did. Osborne endeavored to dissuade him,
4 C
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assured liim he Lad no genius for poetry, and ad-

vised him to think of nothing beyond the business
he was bred to

; tiiat, in tlie mercantile way, though
he had no stock, he might, by his diligence and

l)unctuality recommend himself to emploj^ment as a

factor, and in time acquire wherewith to trade on
his own account. I approved, for my part, the amu-

sing one's self with poetry now and then, so far as

to improve one's language, but no further.

On this it was proposed, that we should each of

ns, at our next meeting, produce a piece of our
own composing, in order to improve by our mutual

observations, criticisms, and corrections. As language
and expression were what we had in view, we ex-

cluded all considerations of invention, by agreeing
that the task should be a version of the eighteenth
Psalm, which describes the descent of a Deity.
When the time of our meeting drew nigh, Ralph
called on me first, and let me know his piece was

ready. I told him, I had been busy, and, having
little inclination, had done nothino^. lie then showed
me his piece for my opinion, and I mucli approved
it, as it appeared to me to have great merit. '•"

iS"ow,"
said he,

'' Osborne never will allow the least merit
in any thing of mine, but makes a thousand criti-

cisms out of mere envy. He is not so jealous of

you ;
I wish, therefore, you would take this piece

and produce it as yours'^ I will pretend not to have
had time, and so produce nothing. AVe shall then
hear what he will say to it." It was agreed, and I

immediately transcribed it, that it might appear in

my own hand.

'We met
;
Watson's performance v.'as read

;
there

were some beauties in it, but manv defects. Os-
borne's was read

;
it was much better

; Ealph did

it justice ;
remarked some faults, but applauded the

beauties. He himself had nothing to produce. I

was backward, seemed desirous of being excused,
liad not had sufficient time to correct, &c.

;
but no

excuse could be admitted
; produce I must. It was
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read, and repeated ;
Watson and Osborne gave up

the contest, and joined in applanding it. Ralph uiily

made some criticisms, and jDrojDOsed some amend-
ments

;
but I defended my text. Osborne was se-

vere against Ralph, and told me he was no better

able to criticise than compose verses. As these two
were returning home, Osborne expressed himself still

more strongly in favor of what he thought my pro-

duction; having before refrained, as he said, lest I

should think he meant to flatter me. " But who
would have imagined," said he, "that Franklin was

capable of such a j^erforraance ;
such painting, such

force, such fire ! He has even improved on the

original. In common conversation he seems to have
no choice of words

;
he hesitates and blunders

;
and

yet, good God, how he writes !

" When we next

met, Ralph discovered the trick we had played,
and Osborne was laughed at.

This transaction fixed Ralph in his resolution of

becoming a poet. I did all I could to dissuade

him from it, but he continued scribbling verses till

Pope cured him. He became, however, a pretty

food
prose writer. More of him hereafter. But, as

may not have occasion to mention the other two,
I shall just remark here, that "Watson died in my
arms a few years after, much lamented, being the

best of oui set. Osborne went to the West Indies,
where he became an eminent lawyer and made

money, but died young, lie and I had made a se-

rious agreement, that the one, who happened first

to die, should, if possible, make a friendly visit to

the other, and acquaint him how he found things
in that separate state. But he never fulfilled his

promise.
The governor, seeming to like my company, had

me frequently at his house, and his
setting me up

was always mentioned as a fixed thing. I was to

take with me letters recommendatory to a number
of his friends, besides the letter of credit to fm-nish

me with the necessary money for purchasing the
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press, types, paper, &c. For these letters I was ap-

pointed to call at different times, when they were
to be ready ;

but a future time was still named. Thus
we went on till the ship, whose departure, too, had
been several times postponed, was on the point of

sailing. Then, when I called to take my leave and
receive the letters, his secretary, Dr. Jiaird, came
out to me, and said the governor was extremely
busy in writing, but would be down at Newcastle
before the ship, and then the letters would be de-

livered to me.

Ralph, though married, and having one child, had
determined to accompany me in this voyage. It

was thought he intended to establish a correspon-

dence, and obtain goods to sell on commission
;
but

I found after, that, having some cause of discontent

with his wife's relations, he proposed to leave her

on their hands, and never to return to America.

Having taken leave of my friends, and exchanged
promises with Miss Read, I quitted Philadelphia, in

the ship, which anchored at Newcastle. The go-
vernor was there

;
but when I went to his lodging,

his secretary came to me from him with expressions
of the greatest regret, that he could not then see

me, beino; ensrao-ed in business of the utmost im-

portance ;
but that he would send the letters to me

on board, wishing me heartily a good voyage and
a speedy return, &c. I returned on board a little

puzzled, but still not doubting.
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CHAPTER m.

Mk. Andrew Hamilton, a celebrated lawyer of

Philadelpliia, had taken his passage in the same ship
for himself and son, with Mr. Denham, a Quaker
merchant, and Messrs. Oniam and Russel, masters

of an iron work in Maryland, who had engaged the

great cabin
;

so that Ealph and I were forced to

take up with a berth in the steerage, and, none on
board knowing us, were considered as ordinary per-
sons. But Mr. Hamilton and his son (it was James,
since governor,) returned from Xewcastle to Phila-

delphia ;
the father being recalled by a great fee to

plead for a seized ship. And, just before we sailed,

Colonel French coming on board, and showing me
great respect, I was more taken notice of, and, with

my friend Ralph, invited by the other gentlemen to

come into the cabin, there being now room. Ac-

cordingly we removed thither.

Understanding that Colonel French had brought
on board the Governor's dispatches, I asked the

captain for those letters that were to be under my
care. He said all were put into the bag together;
and he could not then come at them

; but, before

we landed in England, I should have an oppor-

tunity of picking them out
;
so I was satisfied for

the jDresent, and we proceeded on our voyage. We
had a sociable company in the cabin, and lived un-

commonly well, having the addition of all Mr. Ha-
milton's stores, who had laid in plentifully. In this

passage Mr. Denham contracted a friendship for me,
that continued during his life. The voyage was
otherwise not a pleasant one, as we had a great
deal of bad weather.
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When we came into the Channel, the captain

kept his word with me, and gave me an opportimity
of examining the bag for tlie governor's letters. I

found some uj^on which my name was pnt as under

my care. I picked out six or seven, that, by the

handwriting I thought might be the promised let-

ters, especially as one of them was addressed to

Baskett, the King's printer, and another to some
stationer. TVe arrived in London the 24th Decem-

ber, 1724. I waited upon the stationer, who caino

first in my way, delivering the letter as from Go-
vernor Keith. "I don't know such a person," said

he
; but, opening the letter,

" O ! this is from Rid-
dlesden. I have lately found him to be a complete
rascal, and I will have nothing to do with him, nor
receive any letters from him." So putting the letter

into my hand, he turned on his heel and left me to

serve some customer. I was surprised to find these

were not the governor's letters
; and, after recollect-

ing and comparing circumstances, I began to doubt
his sincerity. I found my friend Denham, and

opened the whole affair to him. He let me into

Keith's character, told me there was not the least

probability that he had written any letters for

me
;
that no one, who knew him, had the smallest

dependence on him
;
and he laughed at the idea of

the governor's giving me a letter of credit, having,
as he said, no credit to give. On my expressing
some concern about what I should do, he advised

me to endeavor getting some employment in tLe

way of my business. "
Among the printers here,"

said he,
"
you will improve yourself, and, when you

return to America, you will set up to greater ad-

vantage."
We both of us happened to know, as well as tlie

stationer, that Riddlesden, the attorney, was a very
knave. He had half ruined Miss Read's father, hy

persuading him to be bound for him. By his letter

it appeared there was a secret scheme on foot, to

the prejudice of Mr. Hamilton (supposed to be then
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coming over with us
;)

that Keith was concerned in

it with Eiddlesden, JDenham, who was a friend of

Hamilton's, thought he ought to be acquainted with
it

;
so when he arrived in England, which was soon

after, partly from resentment and ill will to Keith
and Riddlesden, and partly from good will to him,
I waited on him, and gave him the letter. Ho
thanked me cordially, the information being of impor-
tance to him

;
and from that time he became my

friend, greatly to my advantage afterwards on many
occasions.

But what shall we think of a governor playing
such pitiful tricks, and imposing so grossly on a poor
ignorant boy ! It was a habit he had acquired. He
wished to please every body; and, having little to

give, he gave expectations. He was otherwise an

ingenious, sensible man, a pretty good writer, and a

good governor for the people; though not for his

constituents, the Proprietaries, whose instructions ho
sometimes disregarded. Several of our best laws
were of his planning, and passed during his admin-
istration.

Ralph and I were inseparable companions. We
took lodgings together in little Britain at three shil-

lings and sixpence a week; as much as we could
then afford. He found some relations, but they were

poor, and unable to assist him. He now let me
know his intentions of remaining in London, and that'

he never meant to return to Philadelphia. He had

brought no money w^ith him
;

the whohj he could
muster having been exj)ended in paying Jiis passage.
I had fifteen pistoles ;

so he borrowed occasionally
of me to subsist, while he was looking out for busi-

ness. He first endeavored to get into the play house,

believing himself qualified for an actor
;
but Wilkes,

to whom he applied, advised him candidly not to

think of that employment, as it was impossible he
should succeed in it. Then he proposed to Roberts,
a publisher in Pater JSToster Row, to write for him
a weekly paper like the /Spectator, on certain condi-
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tions
;

whicli Eoberts did not approve. Then he
endeavored to get employment as a hackney WTiter,
to copy for the stationers and lawyers about the Tem.

pie; but could not find a vacancy.
For mj-self, I immediately got into work at Pal-

mer's, a famous printing house in Bartholomew Close,
where I continued near a year. I was pretty diligent,
but I sjjent with lialph a good deal of my earnings
at plays and public amusements. We had nearly
consumed all my pistoles, and now just rubbed on
from hand to mouth. Pie seemed quite to have for-

gotten his wife and child
;
and I, by degrees, my

engagements with Miss Read, to whom I never wrote
more than one letter, and that was to let her know
I was not likely soon to return. This was another
of the great eiTOta of my life, which I could wish
to correct, if I were to live it over again. In fact,

by our expenses, I was constantly kept unable to

pay my passage.
At Palmer's I was employed in composing for the

second edition of Wollaston's '•'•

Religion of XatureP
Some of his reasonings not appearing to me well

founded, I wrote a little metaphysical piece in which
I made remarks on them. It was entitled, '"''A Dis-
sertation on Liherty ami Necessity^ I^leasiire and
Pain.'''* 1 inscribed it to my friend Ealph ;

I prin-
.ted a small number. It occasioned my being more
considered by Mr. Palmer, as a young man of some

ingenuity, though he seriously expostulated with me
upon the principles of my pamphlet, which, to him,

appeared abominable. My printing this pamphlet
was another erratum: "While I lodged in Little Bri-

tain, I made an acquaintance with one Wilcox, a

bookseller, whose shop was next door. He had an im-

mense collection of second hand books. Circulating
libraries were not then in use

;
but we agreed, that,

on certain reasonable terms, which I have now for-

gotten, I ini^rht take, read, and return any of his

books. This I esteemed a great advantage, and I

made as much use of it as I could.
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My pamphlet, by some means, falling into the

hands of one Lyons, a surgeon, author of a book

entitled,
" The Infallihility of Human Judgment,^''

it occasioned an acquaintance between us. He took

great notice of me, called on me often to converse
on those subjects, carried me to the Horns, a pale
ale house in Lane, Cheapside, and introduced me
to Dr. Mandeville, author of the ^'^ Fable of the

Bees^'' who had a club there, of which he was the

soul : being a most facetious, entertaining companion.
Lyons too introduced me to Dr. Pemberton, at Bat-

son's Coffee House, who promised to give me an

opportunity, some time or other, of seeing Sir Isaac

Newton, of Avhich I was extremely desirous
;

but
this never happened.

I had brought over a few curiosities, among which
the principal was a purse made of the asbestos^ which

purifies by fire. Sir Hans Sloane heard of it, came
to see me, and invited me to his house in Blooms-

bury square, showed me all his curiosities, and per-
suaded me to add that to the number

;
for which he

paid me handsomely.
In our house lodged a young woman, a milliner,

who, I think, had a shop in the Cloisters. She had
been genteely bred, was sensible, lively, and of a most

pleasing conversation. Ralph read plays to her in

the evenings, they grew intimate, she took another

lodging, and he followed her. They lived together
some time

; but, he being still out of business, and
her income not sufiicient to maintain them with her

child, he took a resolution of going from London, to

try for a country school, which he thought himself
well qualified to undertake, as he wrote an excellent

hand, and was a master of arithmetic and accounts.

This, however, he deemed a business below him, and,
confident of future better fortune, when he should be

unwilling to have it known that he once was so

meanly employed, he changed his name, and did me
the honor to assume mine

;
for I soon after had a

letter from him, acquainting me that he was settled

C*
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m a small village, (in Berkshire, I think it was, where
he taught reading and writing to ten or a dozen boys,
at sixpence each per week,) recommending Mrs. T.

to my care, and desiring me to write to him, direct-

ing for Mr. Franklin., schoolmaster, at such a place.
He continued to write to me frequently, sending

me large specimens of an epic poem, which he was
then composing, and desiring my remarks and cor-

rections. These I gave him from time to time, but
endeavored rather to discourage his proceeding. One
of Young's Satires M^as then just published. I copied
and sent him a great part of it, which set in a

strong light the folly of pursuing the Muses. All
was in vain

;
sheets of the poem continued to come

by every post. In the mean time, Mrs. T
,

having, on his account, lost her friends and business,
was often in distresses, and used to send for me,
and borrow what money I could spare, to help to

alleviate them. I grew fond of her company, and,

being at that time mider no religious restraint, and

taking advantage of my importance to her, I at-

tempted to take some liberties with her (another

erratum^ which she repulsed, with a proper degree
of resentment. She wrote to Ealph, and acquainted
him with my conduct; this occasioned a breach be-

tween us
; and, when he returned to London, he

let me know he considered all the obligations he
had been under to me as annulled; from which I

concluded I was never to expect his repaying the

money I had lent him, or that I had advanced for

him. This, however, was of little consequence, as

he was totally unable
;
and by the loss of his friend-

ship I found myself relieved from a heavy burden.
I now began to think of getting a little beforehand,
and, exjDecting better employment, I left Palmer's
to work at Watts's, near Lincoln's Inn Fields, a still

greater printing house. Here I continued all the
rest of my stay in London.
At my first admission into the printing house, I

took to working at press, imagining I felt a want
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of the bodily exercise I had been used to in Ameri-

ca, where press work is mixed with the composing.
I drank only water; the other workmen, near fifty

in number, were great drinkers of beer. On occa-

sion I carried up and down stairs a large form of

types in each hand, when others carried but one in

both hands. They wondered to see, from this and
several instances, that the Water-American, as they
called me, was stronger than themselves, who drank

strong beer! We had an ale house boy, who at-

tended always in the house to supply the workmen.

My companion at the press drank every day a pint
before breakfast, a pint at breakfast with his bread
and cheese, a pint between breakfast and dinner, a

pint at dinner, a pint in the afternoon about six

o'clock, and another when he had done his day's
work, I thought it a detestable custom

;
but it was

necessary, he supposed, to drink strong beer that he

might be strong to labor. I endeavored to convince

him, that the bodily strength afforded by beer could

only be in proportion to the grain or Hour of the

barley dissolved in the water of which it was made;
that there was more flour in a j)enny worth of

bread
; and, therefore, if he could eat that with a

pint of water, it would give him more strength than

a quart of beer. He drank on, however, and had
four or five shillings to pay out of his wages every

Saturday night for that vile liquor; an expense I

was free from. And thus these poor devils keep
themselves always under.

Watts, after some weeks, desiring to have me in

the composing room, I left the pressmen ;
a new

bien vemc for drink, being five shillings, was de-

manded of me by the compositors. I thought it an

imposition, as I had paid one to the pressmen ;
the

master thought so, too, and forbade my paying it.

I stood out two or three weeks
; was, accordingly,

considered as an excommunicate, and had so many
little pieces of private malice practiced on me, by
mixing my sorts, transposing and breaking my mat-
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ter, &c., &c., if ever I stepped out of tlie room
;
and

all ascribed to the chapel ghost^ which, they said,

ever haunted those not regularly admitted
; that, not-

withstanding the master's protection, I found myself
obliged to comply and pay the money ;

convinced

of the folly of being on ill terms with those one is

to live with co^tinuall3^
I was now on a fair footing with them, and soon

acquired considerable influence, I proposed some
reasonable alterations in their chapel laws, and car-

ried them against all opposition. From my example,
a great many of them left their muddling break-

fast of beer, bread, and cheese, finding they could

with me be supplied fi-om a neighboring house, with

a large porringer of hot water gruel, sprinkled with

pepper, crumbled with bread, and a bit of butter

in it,
for the price of a pint of beer, viz : three half-

pence. This was a more comfortable, as well as a

cheaper, breakfast, and kept their heads clearer.

Those who continued sotting with their beer all day
were often, by not paying, out of credit at the ale

house, and used to make interest with me to get
beer

;
their light., as they i)hrased it, heing out. I

watched the pay table on Saturday night, and col-

lected what I stood engaged for them, having to

pay sometimes near thirty shillings a week on their

accounts. This, and my being esteemed a pretty

good riggite., that is, a jocular verbal satirist, sup-

ported my consequence in the society. My constant

attendance (I never making a St. Monday) recom-

mended me to the master; and my uncommon

quickness at composing occasioned my being put

upon work of dispatch, which was generally better

paid. So I went on now very agreeably.

My lodgings in little Britain being too remote, I

found another in Duke street, opposite to the Ro-

mish chapel. It was up three pair of stairs back-

wards, at an Italian warehouse. A widow lady

kept the house
;

she had a daughter, and a maid

servant, and a journeyman who attended the ware-
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house, but lodged abroad. After sending to inquire

my character at the house where I last lodged, she

agreed to take me in at the same rate, three shil-

lings and sixpence a week
; cheaper, as she said,

from the protection she expected in having a man
to lodge in the house. She was a widow, an el-

derly woman
;
had been bred a Protestant, being a

clergyman's daughter, but was converted to the Ca-

tholic religion by her husband, whose memory she

much revered ; had lived much among people of

distinction, and knew a thousand anecdotes of them
as far back as the time of Charles the Second. She
was lame in her knees with the gout, and therefore

seldom stirred out of her room
; so, sometimes wanted

company, and hers was so highly amusing to me,
that I was sure to spend an evening with her when-
ever she desired it. Our supper was only half an

anchovy each, on a very little slice of bread and

butter, and half a pint of ale between us
;
but the

entertainment was in her conversation. My always

keeping good hours, and giving little trouble in the

family, made her unwilling to part with me; so

that, when I talked of a lodging I had heard of,

nearer my business, for two shillings a week, which,
intent as I was on saving money, made some dit-

ference, sle bid me not think of it, for she would
abate me two shillings a week for the future ; so I

remained with her at one shilling and sixpence as

long as I stayed in London.
In a garret of her house there lived a maiden

lady of seventy, in the most retired manner, of

whom my landlady gave me this account
;
that she

was a E-oman Catholic, had been sent abroad when

young, and lodged in a nunnery with an intent of

becoming a nun
; but, the country not agreeing with

her, she returned to England, where, there being no

nunnery, she had vowed to lead the life of a nun,
as near as might be done in those circumstances.

Accordingly she had given all her estate to charitable

purposes, reserving only twelve pounds a year to live
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on, and out of this sum she still gave a part in cha-

rity, living herself on water gruel only, and using no
fire but to boil it. She had lived many years in that

garret, being permitted to remain there gratis by suc-

cessive Catholic tenants of the house below, as they
deemed it a blessing to have her there. A priest
visited her, to confess her every day.

" From this 1

asked her," said my landlady,
" how she, as she lived,

could possibly find so much employment for a con-

fessor ?" "
oil," said she,

"
it is impossible to avoid

vain thoughts^ I was permitted once to visit her.

She was cheerful and polite, and conversed pleasantly.
The room was clean, but had no other furniture than
a matress, a table with a crucifix, and a book, a stool

which she gave me to sit on, and a picture, over the

chimney, of St. Veronica displaying her handkerchief,
with the miraculous fio-ure of Christ's bleeding face on

it, which she explained to me with great seriousness.

She looked pale, but was never sick
;
and I give it as

another instance, on how small an income life and
health may be supported.
At "VYatts's printing house I contracted an acquaint-

ance with an ingenious young man, one Wj'gate, who,

having wealthy relations, had been better educated
than most printers ;

was a tolerable Latinist, spoke
French, and loved reading. I taught him and a

friend of his to swim, at twice going into the river,

and they soon became good swimmers. They intro-

duced me to some gentlemen from the country, who
went to Chelsea by water, to see the College, and
Don Saltero's curiosities. In our return, at the re-

quest of the company, whose curiosit}^ AV^'ygate had

excited, I stripped and leaped into the river, and
swam from near Chelsea to Blackfriars

; performing
in the way many feats of activity, both upon and
under the water, that surprised and pleased those to

whom they wore novelties.

I had from a child been delighted with this exer-

cise, had studied and practiced Thevenot's motiona

and positions, and added some of my own, aiming at
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the graceful and easy, as well as the -aseful. All

these I took this occasion of exhibiting to the com-

pany, and was much flattered by their admiration;
and Wygate, who was desirous of becoming a master,

grew more and more attached to me on that account,
as well as from the siniilarity of our studies. He
at length proposed to me traveling all over Europe

together, supporting ourselves every where by working
at our business. I was once inclined to it

;
but men-

tioning it to my good friend Mr. Denham, with whom
I often spent an hour when I had leisure, he dis-

suaded me from it; advising me to think only of

returning to Pennsylvania, which he was now about

to do.

I must record one trait of this good man's charac-

ter. He had formerly been in business at Bristol,

but failed in debt to a number of people, compounded,
and went to America. There, by a close application
to business as a merchant, he acquired a plentiful
fortune in a few years. Returning to England in the

ship with me, he invited his old creditors to an

sntertainment, at which he thanked them for the easy

composition they had favored him with, and, when

they expected nothing but the treat, every man at the

first remove found under his plate an order on a

banker for the full amount of the unpaid remainder,
with interest.

He now told me he was about to return to Phila-

delphia, and should carry over a great quantity of

goods in order to open a store there. He proposed to

take me over as his clerk, to keep his books, in which

he would instruct me, cop\ his letters, and attend the

store. He added, that, as soon as I should be ac-

quainted with mercantile business, he would promote
me by sending me with a cargo of flour and bread to

the West Indies, and procure me commissions from

others which would be profitable ; and, if I managed
well, would establish me handsomely. The thing

pleased me ;
for I was grown tired of London, remem-

bered with pleasm-e the happy months I had spent
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in Pennsylvania, and wished again to see it. There-
fore I immediately agreed on the terms of fifty pounds
a year, Pennsylvania money ;

less indeed than my
then present gettings as a compositor, but aflbrding
a better prospect.

I now took leave of printing, as I thought, for ever,
and was daily employed in my new business, going
about with Mr. Denham among the tradesmen to

purchase various articles, and see them packed up,

delivering messages, calling upon workmen to dis-

patch, &c.; and, when all was on board, I had a few

days' leisure. On one of these daj's, I was, to mj
surprise, sent for by a great man I knew only by
name, Sir AVilliam Wyndham, and I waited upon
hira. He had heard by some means or other of mj
swimming- from Chelsea to Blackfriars, and of my
teaching Wygate and another young man to swim
in a few hours. He had two sons about to set out

on their travels
;
he wished to have them first taught

swimming, and proposed to gratify me handsomely
if I would teach them. They were not yet come to

town, and my stay was uncertain
;

so I could not
undertake it. But, from the incident, I thought it

likely, that if I were to remain in England and open
a swimming school, I might get a good deal of

money; and it struck me so strongly, that, had the

overture been made me sooner, probably I should not

so soon have returned to America. Many years after,

you and I had something of more importance to do
with one of these sons of Sir William AVyndham,
become Earl of Egremont, which I shall mention in

its place.
Thus I passed about eighteen months in London

;

most part of the time I worked hard at my business,
and spent but little upon myself, except in seeing

plays, and in books. My friend Palph had kept me
poor ;

he owed me about twenty-seven pounds, which
I was now never likely to receive

;
a great sum out

of my small earnings ! I loved him, notwithstanding,
for he had many amiable qualities. I had improved
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my knowledge, however, though I had by no means

improved my fortune; but I had made some very

ingenious acquaintance, whose conversation was of

great advantage to me; and I had read considerably.

CHAPTER lY.

"We sailed from Gravesend on the 23d of July,
1726. For the incidents of the voyage, I refer you
to my journal, where you will find them all minutely
related. Perhaps the most important part of that

journal is the jplan to be found, in it, which I

formed at sea, for regulating the future conduct of

my life. It is the more remarkable, as being formed

when I was so young, and yet being pretty faith-

fully adhered to quite through to old age.
We landed at Philadelphia the 11th of October,

where I found sundry alterations. Keith was no

longer governor, being superseded by Major Gordon
;

I met him walking the streets as a common citizen.

He seemed a little ashamed at seeing me, and

passed without saying any thing. I should have

been as much ashamed at seeing Miss Head, had
not her friends, despairing, with reason, of my re

turn, after the receipt of my letter, persuaded her

to marry another, one Eogers, a potter, which was
done in my absence. With him, however, she was
never happy, and joon parted from him, refusing to

cohabit with him, or bear his name, it being now
said he had another wife, lie was a wortliless fel-

low, though an excellent workman, which was the

temptation to her friends. He got into debt, ran

away in 1T27 or 1728, went to the West Indies,
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and died there. Keimer had got a better house, a

shop well supplied with stationery, plenty of new
types, and a number of hands, though none good,
and seemed to have a great deal of business.

Mr. Denham took a store in Water street, where
we opened our goods ;

I attended the business dili-

gently, studied accounts, and grew in a little time

expert at selling. "We lodged and boarded together ;

he counseled me as a father, having a sincere re-

gard for me. I respected and loved him, and we
might have gone on together very haj^pily ; but, in

the beginning of February, 1727, when I had just

passed my twenty-first year, we both were taken
ill. My distemper was a pleurisy, which very nearly
carried me off. I suffered a good deal, gave up the

point in my own mind, and was at the time rather

disappointed when I found myself recovering ;
re-

gretting, in some degree, that I must now, some
time or other, have all that disagreeable work to go
over again. I forget what Mr. Denham's distemper
M'as ; it held him a lono- time, and at leno;th carried

him off. lie left me a small legacy in a nim-

cupative will, as a token of his kindness for me,
and he left me once more to the wide world

;
for

the store was taken into the care of his executors,
and my employment under him ended.

My brother-in-law. Holmes, being now at Phila-

delphia, advised my return to my business
;

and
Keimer tempted me, with an offer of large wages by
the year, to come and take the management of his

printing house, that he might better attend to his

stationer's shop. I had heard a bad character of

him in London, from his wife and her friends, and
was not for having any more to do with him. I

wished for employment as a merchant's clerk; but,
not meeting with any, I closed again with Keimer.

I found in his house these hands : Hugh Meredith,
a Welsh Pennsylvanian, thirty years of age, bred to

country work
;
he was honest, sensible, a man of ex-

perience, and fond of reading, but addicted to drink-
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ing. Stephen Potts, a young countryman of full age.

bred to the same, of uncommon natural parts, and

great wit and humor; but a little idle. These he

had agreed with, at extreme low wages per week, to

be raised a shilling every three months as they would

deserve by improving in their business
;
and the ex-

pectation of these hTgh wages, to come on hereafter,

was what he had drawn them in with. Meredith

was to work .at press. Potts at book binding, which

he by agreement was to teach them, though he knew
neither one nor the other. John

,
a wild Irish-

man, brouglit up to no business, whose service, for

four years, Keimer had purchased from the captain
of a ship; he, too, was to be made a pressman.

George Webb, an Oxford scholar, whose time for four

years he had likewise bought, intending him for a

compositor, of whom more presently; and David

Harry, a country boy, whom he had taken apprentice.
I soon perceived', that the intention of engaging

me at wages, so much higher than he had been used

to give, was, to have these raw, cheap liands formed

through me ; and, as soon as I had instructed them,

they being all articled to him, he should be able to

do without me. I went, however, very cheerfully,

put his printing house in order, which had been in

jrreat confusion, and brought his hands by degrees to

mind tbeir business, and do it better.

It was an odd thing to find an Oxford scholar in

the situation of a bought servant. He was not more

than eighteen years of age, and he gave me this

account'of himself: that he was born in Gloucester,

educated at a grammar school, and had been dis-

tinguished among the scholars for some apparent

superiority in performing his part, when they exhi-

bited plays ; belonged to the "Wits' Club there, and

had written some pieces in prose and verse, which

were printed in the Gloucester newspapers. Thence

was sent to Oxford
;

there he continued about a year,

but not well satisfied
; wishing of all things to see

London, and become a player. At length receiving
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his quarterly allowance of fifteen guineas, instead of

discharging his debts, he went out of town, hid his

gown in a furze bush, and walked to London
; where,

having no friend to advise him, he fell into bad com-

pany, soon spent his guineas, found no means of being
introduced among the players, grew necessitous,

pawned his clothes, and wanted bread. Walking the

street very hungry, not knowing what to do with

himself, a crimp's bill was put into his hand, ofler-

ing immediate entertainment and encouragement to

such as would bind themselves to serve in America.
He went directly, signed the indentures, was put into

the ship, and came over
;
never writing a line to his

friends to acquaint them what was become of him.
He was lively, witty, good natured, and a pleasant

companion ;
but idle, thoughtless, and imprudent to

the last degree.
John, the Irishman, soon ran away ; with the rest

I began to live very agreeably, for they all respected
me the more, as they found Keimer incajjable of

instructino; them, and that from me thev learned

something daily. My acquaintance with ingenious

people in the town increased. We never worked on

Saturday, that being Keimer's Sabbath, so that I had
two days for reading. Keimer himself treated me
with great civility and apparent regard, and nothing
now made me uneasy but my debt to Vernon, which
I was yet unable to pay, bein^ hitherto but a poor
economist. He, however, kindly made no demand
of it.

Our printing house often wanted sorts, and there

was no letter foundery in America
;

I had seen

types cast at James' in London, but without much
attention to the manner

; however, I contrived a

mold, and made use of the letters we had as pun-
cheons, struck the matrices in lead, and thus sup-

plied in a pretty tolerable way all deficiencies. I

also engraved several things on occasion
;
made the

ink; I was warehouse-man, and, in shoj-t, quite a

fac-toium.
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But, however serviceable I might be, I found
that my services became every day of less impor-
tance, as the other hands improved in their business

;

and, when Keimer paid me a second quarter's wages,
he let me know that he felt them too heavy, and

thought I should make an abatement. lie grew by
degrees less civil, put on more the airs of master,

frequently found fault, was captious, and seemed

ready for an outbreaking. I went on nevertheless
with a good deal of patience, thinking that his in-

cumbered circumstances were partly the cause. At
length a trifle snapj^ed our connection; for, a great
noise happening near the court house, I put my
head out of the window to see what was the matter.

Keimer, being in the street, looked up and saw
me, called out to me, in a loud voice and angry tone,
to mind my business

; adding some reproachful words,
that nettled me the more for their joublicity ;

all

the neighbors who were looking out on the same
occasion, being witnesses how I was treated. He
came up immediately into the printing house, con-

tinued the quarrel, high words passed on both sides,
he gave me the quarter's warning we had stipu-

lated, expressing a wish that he had not been obliged
to so long a warning. I told him his wish was

unnecessary, for I would leave him that instant
;
and

80, taking my hat, walked out of doors, desiring
Meredith, whom I saw below, to take care of

some things I left, and bring them to my lodgings.
Meredith came accordingly in the evening, when

we talked my affair over. He had conceived a great
regard for me, and was very unwilling that I should
leave the house while he remained in it. He dis-

suaded me from returning to my native country,
which I began to think of; he reminded me, that

Keimer was in debt for all he possessed, that his

creditors began to be uneasy ;
that he kept his shop

miserably, sold often without a profit for ready
money, and often trusted without keeping accounts

;

that he must therefore fail, which would make a
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vacancy I might profit of, I objected my want of

money. He then let me know, that his father had a

high opinion of me, and, from some discourse that

had passed between them, he was sure, would ad-

vance money to set me up, if I would enter into

partnership with him. " My time," said he,
" will

be out with Keimer in the spring; by that time

we may have our press and types in from London. 1

am sensible I am no workman
;

if you like it, your
skill in the business shall be set against the stock

I furnish, and we will share the profits equally."
The 2)roposal was agreeable to me, and I con-

sented
;

his father was in town and approved of

it; the more as he said I had great influence with

his son, had prevailed on him to abstain long from

dram-drinking, and he hoped, might break him of

that wretched habit entirely, when we came to be
so closely connected. I gave an inventory to the

father, who carried it to a merchant
;
the things were

sent for, the secret was to be kept till they should

arrive, and in the mean time I was to get work,
if I could, at the other printing house. But I found

no vacancy there, and so remained idle a few days,
when Keimer, on a prospect of being employed
to print some paper money in New Jersey, which
would require cuts and various types, that I only
could supply, and apprehending that Bradford might
engage me and get the job from him, sent me a

very civil message, that old friends should not part
for a few words, the eflect of sudden passion, and

wishing me to return. Meredith persuaded me to

comply, as it would give more opportunity for his

improvement under my daily instructions
;

so I

returned, and we went on more smoothly than for

some time before. The Xew Jersey job was ob-

tained
;

I contrived a copper-plate press for it, the

first that had been seen in the country ;
I cut several

ornaments and checks for the bills. "We went to-

gether to Burlington, where I executed the whole

to satisfaction; and he received so large a sum
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for the work as to be enabled thereby to keep him-
self longer from ruin.

At Burlington I made acquaintance with many
principal j^eople of the province. Several of them
had been appointed by the Assembly a committee
to attend the press, and take care that no more
bills were printed than the law directed. They
were, therefore, by turns constantly with us, and,

generally, he who attended brought with him a
friend or two for company. My mind having been
much more improved by reading than Keimer's, I

suppose it was for that reason my conversation seemed
to be more valued. They had me to their houses,
introduced me to their friends, and showed me much
civilit}^ ;

while he, though the master, was a little

neglected. In truth, he was an odd creature; igno-
rant of common life, fond of rudely opposing re-

ceived ojDinions, slovenly to extreme dirtiness, en-

thusiastic in some points of religion, and a little

knavish withal.

We continued there near three months
;
and by

that time I could reckon among my acquired friends,

Judge x\llen, Samuel Bustill, the secretary of the

province, Isaac Pearson, Joseph Cooper, and seve-

ral of the Smiths, members of assembly, and Isaac

Decow, th3 surveyor general. The latter was a

shrewd, sagacious old man, who told me that he

began for himself when young by wheeling clay for

the l)rick makers, learned to write after he was of

age, carried the chain for surveyors, who taught him
surveying, and he had now, by his industry, ac-

quired a good estate; and, said he,- "I foresee, that

you will soon work this man out of his business,
and make a fortune in it at Philadel])hia." He had
then not the least intimation of my intention to set

up there or any where. These friends were after-

wards of great use to me, as I occasionally was to

some of them. They all continued their regard for

me as long as they lived.
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Before I enter upon my public appearance in busi-

ness, it may be well to let you know the then state

of my mind, with regard to my principles and

morals, that you may see how far those intluenced

the future events of my life. My }»arents had early

given me religious impressions, and brought me
through my childhood piously in the dissenting

way. But I was scarce fifteen, when, after doubt-

ing by turns several points, as I found them dis-

puted in the different books I read, I began to

doubt of the revelation itself. Some books against
Deism fell into my hands

; they were said to be
the substance of the sermons, which had been

preached at Boyle's Lectures. It happened that

they wrought an effect on me quite contrary to what
was intended by them. For the arguments of the

Deists, which were quoted to be refuted, appeared
to me much stronger than the refutations

;
in short,

I soon became a thorough Deist. My arguments
perverted some others, particularly Collins and lialph ;

but, each of these having wronged me greatly with-

out the least compunction, and recollecting Keith's

conduct towards me, (who was another free thinker,)
and my own towards Vernon and Miss Read, which
at times gave me great trouble

;
I began to sus-

pect that this doctrine, though it might be true,
was not very useful. My London pamphlet, printed
in 1725, which had for its motto these lines of

Dryden ;

"Whatever is, is right. But purblind man
Sees but a part o' the chain, the nearest links;
His eyes not carrying to that equal beam.
That poises all above ;

"

and which from the attributes of God, his infinite

wisdom, goodness, and power, concluded that no-

thing could possibly be wrong in the world
;
and

that vice and virtue were em2:)ty distinctions, no
guch thiugs existing; appeared now not so cle-

ver a performance as I once thought it; and I

doubted whether some error had not insinuated itself
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nnperccivecl into my argument, so as to infect all that

followed, as is common in metaphysical reasonings.
I grew convinced, that truth^ sincerity^ and tii-

tegrity^ in dealings between man and man, were of

the utmost importance to the felicity of life
;
and 1

formed written resolutions, which still remain in my
journal book, to practice them ever M'hile I lived.

Revelation had, indeed, no weight with me, as such;
but I entertained an opinion, that, though certain

actions might not be bad, hecause they were forbid-

den by it, or good hecause it commanded them
; yet,

probably, those actions might be forbidden hecause

they w^ere bad for us, or commanded hecause they
were beneficial to us, in their own natures, all the
circumstances of things considered. And this per-

suasion, with the kind hand of Providence, or some

guardian angel, or accidental favorable circumstances
and situations^ or all together, preserved me through
this dangerous time of youth, and the hazardous
situations I was sometimes in among strangers, remote
from the eye and advice of my father, free from any
willful gross immorality or injustice, that might have
been expected from my want of religion. I say
willful^ because the instances I have mentioned had

something of necessity in them, from my youth, inex-

perience, and the knavery of others. I had, there-

fore, a tolerable character to begin the world with
;
I

valued it properly, and determined to preserve it.

"We had not long been returned to Philadelphia,
before the new types arrived from London. "VVe set-

tled with Keimer, and left him by his consent before
he heard of it. We found a house to let near the

Market, and took it. To lessen the rent, which was
then but twenty-four pounds a year, though I have
since known it to let for seventy, w^e took in Thomas
Godfrey, a glazier, and his family, wdio were to pay
a considerable part of it to us, and we to board with
them. AYe had scarce opened our letters and put
our press in order, before George House, an acquain-
tance of mine, brought a countryman to us, whom
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he had met in the street, inquiring for a printer. All
our cash was now expended in the variety of partic-
nhirs we had been obliged to procure, and this coun-

tryman's five shillings, being our first fruits, and

coming so seasonably, gave me more pleasure than

any crown I have since earned
;
and the gratitude I

felt towards House has made me often more readv,
than perhaps I otherwise should have been, to assist

young beginnei's.
There are croakers in every country, always bo-

ding its ruin. Such a one there lived in Phila-

delphia ;
a person of note, an elderly man, with a

wise look and a very grave manner of speaking ;
his

name was Samuel Mickle, This gentleman, a stran-

ger to me, stoj)ped me one day at m}^ door, and
asked me if I was the young man who had lately

opened a new printing house ? Eeing answered in

the afiirmative, he said he was sorry for me, because
it was an expensive undertaking, and the expense
would be lost

;
for Philadelphia was a sinking place,

the people already half bankrupts, or near being so
;

all the appearances of the contrary, such as new build-

ings and the rise of rents, being to his certain know-

ledge fallacious
;

for they were in fact the tilings that

would ruin us. Then he gave me such a detail of

inisfortunes now existing, or that were soon to exist,
that he left me half melancholy. Had I known him
before I engaged in this business, probably I never
should have done it. This person continued to live

in this decaying place, and to declaim in the same
strain, refusing for many years to buy a house there,
because all was going to destruction

;
and at last I

had the pleasure of seeing him give five times as

much for one, as he might have bought it for when
he first began croaking.
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CHAPTER y.

I SHOULD have mentioned before, that, in the au-

tumn of the preceding year, I had formed most of

my ingenious acquaintance into a chib for mutual

improvement, which we called the JujS^to; we met on

Friday evenings. The rules that I drew up required
that every member in his turn should produce one
or more queries on any point of morals, politics, or

natural philosopliy, to be discussed by the company ;

and once in three mouths produce and read an essay
of his own writing, on any subject he pleased. Our
debates were to be under the direction of a president,
and to be conducted in the sincere spirit of inquiry
after truth, without fondness for dispute, or desire of

victory ;
and to prevent warmth, all expressions of

positiveness of opinions, or direct contradiction, were
after some time, made contraband, aud prohibited
under small pecuniary penalties.
The first members were Joseph Breintnal, a copiei

of deeds for the scriveners, a good natured, friendly,
middle aged man, a great lover of poetry, reading
all he could meet with, and writing some that was
tolerable

; very ingenious in making little knickknack-

eries, and of sensible conversation.

Thomas Godfrey, a self-taught mathematician, great
in his way, and afterwards inventor of what is now
called Hadleifs Quadrant. But he knew little out

of his way, and was not a pleasing companion ; as,
like most great mathematicians I have met with, he

expected universal precision in every thing said, or

was for ever denying or distinguishing upon trifles,

to the disturbance of all conversation. He soon left

us.
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Nicholas Scull, a surveyor, afterwards surveyor

general, who loved books, and sometimes made a
few verses.

AVilliam Parsons, bred a shoe maker, but, loving

reading, had acquired a considerable share of mathe-

matics, which he iirst studied with a view to astro-

logy, and afterwards laughed at it. He also became
surveyor general.

William Maugridge, joiner, but a most exquisite
mechanic, and a solid, sensible man.

Hugh Meredith, Stephen Potts, and George "Webb,
I have characterized before.

Robert Grace, a young gentleman of some fortune,

generous, lively, and witty ;
a lover of punning and

of his friends.

Lastly, William Coleman, then a merchant's clerk,
about my age, who had the coolest, clearest head,
the best heart, and the exactest morals, of almost

any man I ever met with. lie became afterwards

a merchant of great note, and one of our provincial

judges. Our friendship continued without interrup-
tion to his death, upwards of forty years ;

and the

club continued almost as long, and was the best

school of philosophy, morality, and politics, that

then existed in the province ;
for our queries, which

were read the week preceding their discussion, put
us ujjon reading with attention on the several sub-

jects, that we might speak more to the purpose;
and here, too, w^e acquired better habits of conver-

sation, every thing being studied in our rules, which

might prevent our disgusting each other. Hence
the long continuance of the club, which I shall

have frequent occasion to speak further of hereafter.

But my giving this account of it here, is to show

something of the interest I had, every one of these

exerting himself in recommending business to us.

Breintnal particularly procured us from the Quakers
the printing of

forty
sheets of their history, the rest

being to be done by Keimer; and upon these wo
worked exceedingly hard, for the price was low. I6
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was a folio, jpro patrid size, in pica, with long
primer notes. I com230sed a sheet a day, and Mere-
dith worked it oif at press; it was often eleven at

night, and sometimes later, before I had finished

my distribution for the next day's work. For the
little jobs sent in by our other friends now and
then put us back. But, so determined I was to con-
tinue doing a sheet a day of the folio, that one

night, when, having imposed my forms, I thought
my day's work over, one of them by accident was
broken, and two pages reduced to pie. I immedi-

ately distributed, and composed it over again before
I went to bed

;
and this industry, visible to our

neighbors, began to give us character and credit;

particularly I was told, that mention being made of
the new printing office, at the merchants' every night
club, the general opinion was that it must fail, there

being already two printers in the place, Keimer and
Bradford; but Dr. Baird (whom you and I saw
many years after at his native place, St. Andrew's,
in Scotland,) gave a contrary opinion ;

" For the in-

dustry of that Franklin," said he, "is superior to

any thing I ever saw of the kind
;

I see him still

at work when I go home from club, and he is at

work again before his neighbors are out of bed."
This struck the rest, and we soon after had offers

from one of them to supply us with stationery ;
but

as yet we did not choose to engage in shop busi-

ness.

I mention this industry more particularly, and the
more freely, though it seems to be talking in my
own praise, that those of my posterity, who shall

read it may know the use of that virtue, when they
see its effects in my favor throughout this relation.

George Webb, who had found a female friend that
lent him wherewith to purchase his time of Keimer,
now came to offer himself as a journeyman to us.

We could not then employ him
;

but I foolishly let

him know, as a secret, that I soon intended to begin
a newsjjaper, and ^night then have work for him.
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My hopes of success, as I told him, were founded on
this

;
that the then only newspaper, printed by Brad-

ford, was a paltry thing, wretchedly managed, no

way entertaining, and yet was proiitable to him
; I,

therefore, freely thought a good paper would scarcely
fail of good encouragement. I requested Webb not

to mention it
;

but he told it to Keimer, who im-

mediately, to be beforehand with me, published pro-

posals for one himself, on which Webb was to be

employed. I was vexed at this
; and, to counteract

them, not being able to commence our paper, I

wrote several amusing pieces for Bradford's paper,
under the title of the Busy Boor, which Breintnal

continued some months. By this means the attention

of the public was fixed on that paper, and Keimer's

proposals, which we burlesqued and ridiculed, were

disregarded. He began his paper, however; and,
before carrying it on three quarters of a year, with

at most only ninety subscribers, he offered it to me
for a trifle

;
and 1, having been ready some time

to go on with it,
took it in hand directly ;

and it

proved, in a few years, extremely profitable to me.
I perceive that I am apt to speak in the singular

number, though our partnership still continued
;

it

may be, that, in fact, the whole management of

the business lay upon me. Meredith was no com-

positor, a poor pressman, and seldom sober. My
friends lamented my connection with him, but I

was to make the best of it.

Our first papers made quite a different appearance
from any before in the province ;

a better type,
and better printed ;

but some remarks of my writing,
on the dis23ute then going on between Governor Bur-

net, and the Massachusetts Assembly, struck the

principal people, occasioned the paper and the mana-

ger of it to be much talked of, and, in a few weeks,

brought them all to be our subscribers.

Their example was followed by many, and our

number went on growing continually. This was one

of the first good effects of my having learned a

J



LIFE OF FEANKLESr. IT

little to scribble
;
another was, that the leading men,

seeing a newspaper now in the hands of those who
could also handle a pen, thought it convenient to

oblige and encourage me. Bradford still printed
the votes and laws and other public business. lie
had printed an address of the House to the Go-
vernor in a coarse, blundering manner

;
we reprinted

it elegantly and correctly, and sent one to every
member. They were sensible of the diflerence, it

strengthened the hands of our friends in the House,
and they voted us their printers for the year ensuing.
Among my friends in the House, I nmst not for-

get Mr. Hamilton, before mentioned, who was then
returned from England, and had a seat in it. He
interested himself for me strongly in that instance,
as he did in many others afterwards, continuing
his patronage till his death.

Mr. Vernon, about this time, put me in mind of
the debt I owed him, but did not press me, I wrote
to him an ingenuous letter of acknowledgment, craving
his forbearance a little while longer, which he allowed
me. As soon as I was able, I j)aid the principal
with the interest, and many thanks

;
so that erratum

was, in some degree, corrected.

But another difficulty came upon me, which I

had never the least reason to expect. Mr. Meredith's

father, who was to have paid for our printing house,
according to the expectations given me, was able
to advance only one hundred pounds currency, which
had been paid ;

and a hundred more were due to the

merchant, who grew impatient and sued us all.

We gave bail, but saw that, if the money could
not be raised in time, the suit must soon come to

a judgment and execution, and our hopeful pros-
pects must, with us, be ruined

;
as the press and

letters must be sold for payment, perhaps at half

price.
In this distress two true friends, whose kindness

I have never forgotten, nor ever shall forget while
T can remember any thing, came to me separately,
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unknown to each other, and, without any application
from me, offered, each of them, to advance me all

the money that should be necessary to enable me
to take the whole business upon myself, if that

should be practicable ;
but they did not like my

continuing the partnership with Meredith
; who, as

they said, was often seen drunk in the street, playing
at low games in ale houses, much to our discredit.

These two friends were William Coleman and Robert
Grace. . I told them I could not propose a separation,
while any prospect remained of the Merediths ful-

filling their part of our agreement ;
because I thought

myself under great obligations to them for what

they had done, and would do if they could
; but,

if they finally failed in their performance, and our

partnership must be dissolved, I should then think

myself at liberty to accejDt the assistance of my
friend.

Thus the matter rested for some time, when I

said to my partner, "Perhaps your father is dis-

satisfied at the part you have undertaken in this affair

of ours, and is unwilling to advance for you and

me, what he would for you. If that is the case,
tell me, and I will resign the whole to you, and

go about my business." "
Xo," said he,

" my father

has really been disappointed, and is really unable
;

and I am unwilling to distress him further. I see

this is a business I am not fit for. I was bred
a farmer, and it was folly in me to come to town,
and put myself, at thirty years of age, an apprentice
to learn a new trade. Many of our Welsh people
are going to settle in North Carolina, where land

is cheap. I am inclined to go with them, and fol-

low my old employment ; you may find friends

to assist you. If you will take the debts of the

company upon you, return to my father the hun-

dred pounds he has advanced, pay my little per-
sonal debts, and give me thirty pounds and a new
saddle, I will relinquish the partnership, and leave

the whole in your hands." I agreed to this proposal ;
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it was drawn up in writing, signed, and sealed

immediately. I gave him what he demanded,
and he went soon after to Carolina

;
whence he

sent me next year two long letters, containing the
best account that had been given of that country,
the climate, the soil, and husbandry, for in those
matters he was very judicious. I printed them in

the papers, and they gave great satisfaction to the

public.
As soon as he was gone, I recurred to my two

friends
;
and because I would not give an unkind

preference to either, I took half of what each had
offered and I wanted, of one, and half of the other

;

paid off the company's debts, and went on with
the business in my own name; advertising that
the partnership was dissolved. I think this was
in or about the year 1729.

About this time there was a cry among the people
for more paper money ; only fifteen thousand pounds
being extant in the province, and that soon to be
sunk. The wealthy inhabitants opposed any ad-

dition, being against all paper currency, from the

apprehension that it would depreciate, as it had
done in New England, to the injury of all creditors.

We had discussed this point in our Junto, where
I was on the side of an addition

; being persuaded,
that the first small sum struck in 1723 had done
much good by increasing tlie trade, employment,
and number of inhabitants in the province ;

since
I now saw all the old houses inhabited, and many
new ones building ; whereas I remembered well,
when I first walked about the streets of Philadelphia,
eating my roll, I saw many of the houses in Walnut
street, between Second and Front streets, with bills

on their doors,
"• To he let ;

" and many likewise
in Chestnut street and other streets

;
which made

me think the inhabitants of the city were one after

another deserting it.

Our debates possessed me so fully of the subject,
that I wrote and printed an anonymous pamphlet on
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it, entitled,
" The Nature and Necessity of a Paper

Currency^ It was well i-eceived by the common

people in general ;
but the rich men disliked it, for

it increased and strengthened the clamor for more

money ; and, they happening to have no writers

among them that were able to answer it, their oppo-
sition slackened, and the point was carried by a

majority in the House. My friends there, who con-

sidered I had been of some service, thought fit to

reward me, by employing me in printing the mo-

ney ;
a very profitable job, and a great help to me.

This was another advantage gained by my being
able to write.

The utility of this currency became by time and

exj)erience so evident, that the principles upon which

it was founded were never afterwards much disputed ;

so that it grew soon to fifty-five thousand pounds ;

and in 1739, to eighty thousand pounds; trade, build-

ing, and inhabitants all the while increasing. Though
I now think there are limits, beyond which the quan-

tity may be hurtful.

I soon after obtained, through my friend Hamil-

ton, the printing of the Newcastle paper money,
another profitable job, as I then thought it

;
small

things appearing great to those in small circumstan-

ces
;
and these to me were really great advantages,

as they were gi*eat encouragements. Mr. Hamilton

procured for me also the printing of the laws and
votes of that government ;

which continued in my
hands as long as I followed the business.

I now opened a small stationers shop. I had in

it blanks of all kinds
;

the correctest that ever ap-

peared among us. I was assisted in that by my
friend Breintnal. I had also paper, parchment,

chapmen's books, &c. One Whitemarsh, a composi-
tor I had known in London, an excellent workman,
now came to me, and worked with me constantly and.

and diligently ;
and I took an apprentice, the soc

of Aquila Rose.
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I began now gradually to j3ay oif the debt I was
under for the printing house. In order to secure my
credit and character as a tradesman, I took care not

only to be in reality industrious and frugal, but to

avoid the appearances to the contrary. I dressed plain,
and was seen at no places of idle diversion. I never
went out a fishing or sliooting; a book, indeed, some-
times debauched me from my work, but that was

seldom, was private, and gave no scandal
; and, to

show that I was not above my business, I some-
•times brought home the paper I purchased at the

stores, through the streets on a wheelbarrow. Thus

being esteemed an industrious, thriving .young man,
and, paying duly for what I bought, the merchants
who imported stationery solicited my custom

;
others

proposed supplying me with books, and I went on

prosperously. In the mean time, Keimer's credit and
business declining daily, he was at last forced to

sell his printing house, to satisfy his creditors. He
went to Barbadoes, and there lived some years in

very poor circumstances.

His ap23rentice, David Harry, whom I had in-

structed while I worked with him, set up in his

flace

at Pliiladelphia, having bought his materials.

was, at first, apprehensive of a powerful rival in

Harry, as his friends were very able, and had a good
deal of interest. I, therefore, proposed a partnership
to him, which he, fortunately for me, rejected with
scorn. He was very proud, dressed like a gentle-

man, lived expensively, took much diversion and

pleasure abroad, ran in debt, and neglected his busi-

ness
; upon which, all business left him

; and, find-

ing nothing to do, he followed Keimer to Barbadoes,

taking the printing house with him. There this ap-

prentice employed his former master as a journey-
man

; they quarreled often, and Harry went continu-

ally behindhand, and at length was obliged to sell

his types and return to country work in Pennsyl-
vania. The person who bought them employed
Keimer to use them, but a few years after he died.
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There remained now no otlier printer in Pliiladel-

pliia, but the old Bradford
;

but lie was rich and

easy, did a little in the business by straggling hands,
but was not anxious about it. However, as lie held

the post office, it was imagined he had better op-

portunities of obtaining news, his paper was thouglit
a better distributer of advertisements than mine,
and therefore had many more

;
which was a profita-

ble thing to him, and a disadvantage to me. For,

though I did indeed receive and send papers by the

post, yet the public opinion was otherwise
;
for what

I did send was by bribing the riders, who took

them privately; Bradfoi-d being unkind enough to

forbid it, which occasioned some resentment on my
part ;

and I thought so meanly of the practice, that,

Avhen I afterwards came into his situation, I took

care never to imitate it.

I had hitherto continued to board with Godfrey,
who lived in a }>art of my house, with his wife and

children, and had one side of the shop for his

glacier's business, though he worked little, being

always absorbed in his mathematics. Mrs. Godfrey

projected a match for me, with a relation's daughter,
took opportunities of bringing us often together, till

a serious courtship, on my part, ensued
;

the girl

being in herself very deserving. ^The old folks en-

couraged me by continual invitations to supper, and

by leaving us together, till at length it was time to

explain. Mrs. Godfrey managed our little treaty. I

let her know that I expected as much money with

their daughter as would i>ay off my remaining debt

for the printing house
; which, I believe, was not

then above a hundred pounds. She brought me
word they had no such sum to spare ;

1 said they

might mortgage their house in the loan office. The
answer to this, after some days, was, that they did

not approve the match
; that, on inquiry of Brad-

ford, they had been informed the printing business

was not a profitable one, the types would soon be

worn out and more wanted ; that Keimer and David
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Harry had failed one after the other, and I should

probably soon follow them
; and, therefore, I was

forbidden the house, and the daughter was shut up.
Whether tliis was a real change of sentiment or

only artifice, on a suj^position of our being too far

engaged in aifection to retract, and therefore that

we should steal a marriage, which would leave

them at liberty to give or withhold what they

pleased, I know not. But I suspected the motive,
resented it, and went no more. Mrs. Godfrey brought
me afterwards some more favorable accounts of

their disposition, and would have drawn me on

again ;
but I declared absolutely my resolution to

have nothing more to do with that family. This

was resented by the Godfreys, we differed, and

they removed, leaving me the whole house, and I

resolved to take no more inmates.

But this affair having turned my thoughts to mar-

riage, I looked round me, and made overtures of

ac<piaintance in other places ;
but soon found, that,

the business of a printer being generally thought
a poor one, I was not to expect money with a

wife, unless with such a one as I should not other-

wise think agreeable. In the meantime, that hard
to be governed passion of youth had hurried me
frequently into intrigues with low women that fell

in my way, which were attended with some ex-

pense and great inconvenience, besides a continual

risk to my health by a distemper, which of all things
I dreaded, though by great good luck I escaped it.

A friendly correspondence as neighbors had con-

tinued between me and Miss Read's family, who
all had a regard for me from the time of my first

lodging in their house. I was often invited there

and consulted in tlieir affairs, wherein I sometimes
was of service. I pitied poor Miss Read's unfor-

tunate situation, who was generally dejected, sel-

dom cheerful, and avoided company. I considered

my giddiness and inconstancy when in London,

as, in a great degree, the cause of her unhappiness j
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thoiigli tlie mother was good enough to think the
fault more licr oM^n than mine, as she had prevented
our marrying before I went thither, and persuaded
the other match in my absence. Our mutual af-

fection was revived, but there were now great ob-

jections to our union. That match was indeed looked

apon as invalid, a preceding wife being said to be

living in England; but this could not easily be

jDroved, because of the distance, &c. ; and, though
there was a rei:)ort of his death, it was not certain.

Then, though it should be true, he had left many
debts, which his successor might be called upon
to pay. We ventured, however, over all these diffi-

culties, and I took her to wife, September 1st, 1730.

None of the inconveniences hapj^ened, that we had

apprehended ;
she proved a good and faithful help-

mate, assisted me much by attending to the shop ;

we throve together, and ever mutually endeavored to

make each other happy. Thus I corrected that

great erratum as well as I could.

About this time, our club meeting, not at a tavern,
but in a little room of Mr. Grace's set ajjart for

that purpose, a proposition was made by me, that,
since our books were often referred to in our dis-

quisitions upon the queries, it might be convenient
to us to have them altogether where we met, that

upon occasion they might be consulted
;

and by
thus clubbing our books in a common library, we
should, while we liked to keep them together, have
each of us the advantage of using the books of

all the other members, which would be nearly as

beneficial as if each owned the whole. It was liked

and agreed to, and we filled one end of the room
with such books as we could best spare. The number
was not so great as we expected ; and, though they
had been of great use, yet some inconveniences

occurring for want of due care of them, the col-

lection, after about a year, was separated, and each
took his books home again.
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And now I Bet on foot my first project of a public
nature, that for a siibscrijDtion library. I drew up
the proposals, got them put into form by our great
scrivener, Brockden, and, by the help of my friends

in the Junto, procured fifty subscribers of forty

shillings each to begin with, and ten shillings a

year for fifty years, the term our company was
to continue. We afterwards obtained a charter, the

company being increased to one hundred
;
this was

the mother of all the North American subscription
libraries, now so numerous. It is become a great
thing itself, and continually goes on increasing.
These libraries have improved the general conver-
sation of the Americans, made the common trades-

men and farmers as intelligent as most gentlemen
from other countries, and perhaps have contributed,
in some degree, to the stand so generally made
throughout the colonies, in defense of their privileges.
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CHAPTER YI.

At the time I establislied myself in Pennsylvania,
there was not a good bookseller's shop in any of

tlie colonies to the southward of Boston. In New
York and Philadelphia, the printers were indeed

stationers, but they sold only paper, almanacs, bal-

lads, and a few common school books. Those who
loved reading were obliged to send for their books
from England. The members of the Junto had each
a few. We had left the alehouse where we first

met, and hired a room to hold our club in. I pro-

posed, that we should, all of us, bring our books
to that room

;
where they would not only be ready

to consult in our conferences, but become a com-
mon benefit, each of us being at liberty to borrow
such as he wished to read at home. This was ac-

cordingly done, and for some time contented us.

Finding the advantage of this little collection, I

proposed to render the benefit from the books more

common, by commencing a public subscription li-

brary. I drew a sketch of the plan and rules that

would be necessary, and got a skillful conveyancer,
Mr. Charles Brockden, to put the whole in form of

articles of agreement to be subscribed
; by which

each subscriber engaged to pay a certain sum down
for the first purchase of the books, and an annual
contribution for increasing them. So few were the

readers at that time in Philadelphia, and the ma-

jority of us so poor, that I was not able, with great

industry, to find more than fifty persons, mostly

young tradesmen, willing to pay down for this pur-

pose forty shillings each, and ten shillings per annum.
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With this little fund we began. The books were

imported ;
the library was opened one day in the

week for lending them to the subscribers, on their

promissory notes to pay double the value if not

duly returned. The institution soon manifested its

utility, was imitated by other towns, and in other

provinces. The libraries were augmented by dona-

tions
; reading became fashionable

;
and our people,

having no public amusements to divert their atten-

tion from study, became better acquainted with books
;

and, in a few years, were observed by strangers to

be better instructed, and more intelligent than

people of the same rank generally are in other

countries.

"When we were about to sign the above men-
tioned articles, which were to be binding on us,

our heirs, &c., for fifty years, Mr. Brockden, the

scrivener, said to us,
" You are young men, but it

is scarcely probable that any of you will live to

see the expiration of the term fixed in the instru-

ment." A number of us, however, are yet living;
but the instrument was, after a few years, rendered

null, by a charter that incorporated and gave per-

petuity to the company.
The objections and reluctances I met with, in so-

liciting the subscriptions, made me soon feel the

impropriety of presenting one's self as the proposer
of any useful project, that might be supposed to

raise one's reputation, in the smallest degree, above
that of one's neighbors, when one has need of their

assistance to accomplish that project. 1, therefore,

put myself as much as I could out of sight, and
stated it as a scheme of a number of friends^ who
had requested me to go about and propose it to

such as they thought lovers of reading. In this

way my affair went on more smoothly, and I ever

after practiced it on such occasions
; and, from my

frequent successes, can heartily recommend it. The

present little sacrifice of your vanity will afterwards

be amply repaid. If it remains a while uncertain
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tQ whom the merit belongs, some one more vain than

yourself may be encouraged to claim it, and then
even envy will be disposed to do you justice, by
plucking those assumed feathers, and restoring them
to their right owner.

This library aflbrded me the means of improve-
ment by constant study, for which I set apart an
hour or two each day ;

and thus repaired, in some

degree, the loss of the learned education my father

once intended for me. Reading was the only anmse-
inent I allowed myself. I spent no time in taverns,

games, or frolics of any kind; and my industry in

my business continued as indefatigable as it was

necessary. I was indebted for my printing house
;

I had a young family coming on to be educated,
and I had two competitors to contend with for busi-

ness, who were established in the place before me.

My circumstances, however, grew daily easier. My
original hal)its of frugality continuing, and my father

having, among his instructions to me when a boy,

frequently rejjeated a proverb of Solomon,
'' Seest

thou a man diligent in Ms calling^ he shall stand

hefore Icings^ he shall not stand hefore mean 7nen^''

1 thence considered industry as a means of obtain-

ing Avealth and distinction, which encouraged me;
though I did not think that I should ever literally

stand 'before kings^ which, however, has since hap-

pened ;
for I have stood before Jive^ and even had

the honor of sitting down with one, king of Den-

mark, to dinner.

"We have an English proverb that says,
" He that

would thrive^ must ask his vnfeP It was lucky for

me that I had one as much disposed to industry
and frugality as myself. She assisted me cheerfully
in my "business, folding and stitching pamphlets,

tending shop, purchasing old linen rags for the

paper makers, tfec. We kept no idle servants, our

table was plain and simple, our furniture of the

cheapest. For instance, my breakfast was, lV)r a long

time, bread and milk, (no tea,) and I ate it out of
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a two penny eartlien porringer, witli a pewter spoon.
But mark liow luxury will enter families, and make
a progress, in spite of principle ; being called one

morning to breakfast, I found it in a China bowl,
with a spoon of silver ! They had been bought for

me, without my knowledge, by my wife, and had
cost her the enormous sum of three and twenty
shillings ;

for which she had no other excuse or

apology to make, but that she thought Ji.er husband
deserved a silver spoon and China bowl as well as

any of his neighbors. This was the first appearance
of plate and China in our house

;
which afterwards,

in a course of years, as our wealth increased, aug-
mented gradually to several hundred pounds in

value.

I had been religiously educated as a Presbyterian ;

but, though some of the dogmas of that persuasicni,
such as iJie eternal decrees of Ood^ election^ re^yrolja-

tion, o6c., appeared to me unintelligible, others doubt-

ful, and I early absented myself from the public
assemblies of the sect, Sunday being my studying
day. I never was without some religious principles.
I never doubted, for instance, the existence of a

Deity ;
that he made the world and governed it by

his providence ;
that the most acceptable service of

God was the doing good to man
;

that our souls are

immortal
;
and that all crimes will be punished, and

virtue rewarded, either here or hereafter. These I

esteemed the essentials of every religion ; and, being
to be found in all the religions we had in our coun-

try, I respected them all, though with different

degrees of respect, as I found them more or less

mixed with other articles, which, without any ten-

dency to inspire, promote, or confirm morality, served

principally to divide us, and make us unfriendly to

one another. This respect to all, with an opinion
that the w^orst had ^ome good effects, induced me to

avoid all discourse that might tend to lessen the good
opinion another might have of his own religion ; and,
as our province increased in people, and new places
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of worship were continually wanted, and generally
erected by voluntary contribution, my mite for such

purpose, ^^hatever might be the sect, was never re-

fused.

Though I seldom attended any public worship, I

had still an opinion of its propriety, and of its utility
when rightly conducted, and I regularly paid my an-

nual subscrijition for the support of the only Presby-
terian minister or meeting we had in Philadelphia.
He used to visit me sometimes as a friend, and
admonish me to attend his administrations

;
and I

was now and then prevailed on to do so; once for

five Sundays successively. Had he been in my
opinion a good preacher, perhaps I might have con-

tinued, notwithstanding the occasion I had for the

Simday's leisure in my course of study ;
but his

discourses were either polemic arguments, or explana-
tions of the peculiar doctrines of our sect, and were
all to me very dry, uninteresting, and unedifying;
since not a single moral principle was inculcated or

enforced
;

their aim seeming to be rather to make us

Presbrjterians than good citizens.

At length he took for his text that verse of the

fourth cha])ter to the Phillipians, '"''Finally., hretkren.^
whatsoever things are true, ho7iest, just., pure, lovely,
or of good report, if there he any virtue, or any praise,
think on these things.'''' And I imagined, in a sermon
on such a text, we could not miss of having some

morality. But he confined himself to five points

only, as meant by the apostle: 1. Keeping holy the

Sabbath day. 2. Being diligent in reading the holy

scriptures. 3. Attending duly the public worship.
4. Partaking of the sacrament. 5. Paying a due re-

spect to God's ministers. These might be all good
things ; but, as they were not the kind of good things
I expected from that text, I despaired of ever meet-

ing with them from any other, ,was disgusted, and
attended his preaching no more. I had some years
before composed a little liturgy, or form of prayer,
for my own private use, (in 1728,) entitled, Articles
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of Belief and Acts of Religion. I returned to the

use of this, and went no more to the public assem-

blies. My conduct might be blamable, but I leave

it, without attempting further to excuse it
; my pre-

sent purpose being to relate facts, and not to make

ajDologies for them.
It was about this time I conceived the bold and

arduous project of arriving at moral perfection. I

wished to live without committing any fault at any
time, and to conquer all that either natural inclina-

tion, custom, or company, might lead me into. As I

knew, or thought I knew, what was right and Avrong,
I did not see why I might not always do the one and
avoid the other. But I soon found I had undertaken
a task of more difficulty than I had imagined. While

my attention was taken up, and care employed in

guarding against one fault, I was often surprised by
another

;
habit took the advantage of inattention ;

inclination was sometimes too strong for reason. I

concluded at length, that the mere sjjeculative con-

viction, that it was our interest to be completely vir-

tuous, was not sufficient to prevent our slipping ;
and

that the contrary habits must be broken, and good
ones acquired and established, before we can have

any dependence on a steady, uniform rectitude of

conduct. For this purpose, 1 therefore tried the fol-

lowing method.
In the various enumerations of the moral virtues., I

had met with in my reading, I found the catalogue
more or less numerous, as different writers included

more or fewer ideas under the same name. Tempe-
rance., for example, was, by some, confined to eating
and drinking; while by others it was extended to

mean the moderating every other pleasure, appetite,

inclination, or passion, bodily or mental, even to our

avarice and ambition. I proposed to myself, for the

sake of clearness, to use rather more names, v/ith

fewer ideas annexed to each, than a few names with

more ideas
;
and I included under thirteen names of

virtues, all that at that time occurred to me as
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necessary or desirable
;
and annexed to each a short

precept, which fully expressed the extent I gave
to its meaning.
These names of virtues, with their precepts, were :

1. Tempekance.— Eat not to dullness; drink not
to elevation.

2. Silence.— Speak not but what may benefit

others or yom*self; avoid trifling conversation.

3. Oedee.— Let all things have their places ;
let

each part of your business have its time.

4. Resolution.— Resolve to perform what you
ought; perform without fail what you resolve.

6. Feugality.— Make no expense but to do good
to others or yourself; that is, waste nothing.

6. Industry.— Lose no time
;
be always employed

in something useful
;
cut oif all unnecessary actions.

7. Sinceeity.—Use no hurtful deceit
;
think inno

cently and justly ; and, if you speak, sjjeak ac-

cordingly.
8. Justice.— Wrong none by doing injuries, or

omitting the benefits that are your duty.
9. Moderation.— Avoid extremes

;
forbear resent-

ing injuries so much as you think they deserve.

10. Cleanliness.— Tolerate no uncleanliness in

body, clothes, or habitation.

11. Tranquillity.— Be not disturbed at trifles, or

at accidents common or unavoidable.
12. Chastity
13. Humility.— Imitate Jesus and Socrates.

My intention being to acquire the habitude of all

these virtues, I judged it would be well not to dis-

tract my attention by attempting the whole at

once, but to fix it on o?ie of them at a time
;
and

when I should be master of that, then to proceed
to another; and so on, till I should have gone through
the thirteen. And, as the pre^dous acquisition of
Bome might facilitate the acquisition of certain others,
I arranged theiri with that view, as they stand above.

Temjperance first, as it tends to procure that cool-

ness and clearness of head, which is so necessary
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where constant vigilance was to be kept np, and a

guard maintained against the unremitting attraction

of ancient habits, and the force of perpetual tempta-
tions. This being acquired and established, SilencQ
M'ould be more easy ;

and my desire being to gain
knowledge at the same time that I improved in vir-

tue, and considering that in conversation it was ob-

tained rather by the use of the ear than of the

tongue, and therefore -wishing to break a habit I was

getting into of prattling, punning, and jesting, which

only made me acceptable to trifling company, I gave
Silence the second place. This and the next. Order,
I expected, would allow me more time for attending
to my project and my studies. Itesolution^ once
become habitual, would keep me firm in my en-

deavors to obtain all the subsequent virtues
; Fni-

gality and Industry relieving me from my remain-

ing debt, and producing affluence and independence,
would make more easy the practice of Sincerity and

Justice^ &c., &c. Conceiving then, that, agreeably
to the advice of Pythagoras, in his Golden Ycrses^

daily examination would be necessary, I contrived

the following method for conducting that examina-
tion.

I made a little book, in which I allotted a ]3age
for each of the virtues. I ruled each page with red

ink, so as to have seven columns, one for each day
of the week, marking each column with a letter for

the day. I ci'ossed these columns with thirteen red

lines, markino; the beginning of each line with the

first letter of one of the virtues
;
on which line, and

in its proper column, I might mark, by a little

black spot, every fault I found, upon examination,
to have been committed respecting that virtue, upon
that day.
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J^'ORM OF THE PAGES.

TEMPERANCE.
Eat not to diillnessj drink not to elevatimi.
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the fliults of tlie day. Thus, if in tlie first weet I
could keep my first line, marked T, clear of spots, I

supposed the habit of that virtue so much strength-
ened, and its opposite weakened, that I might venture

extending my attention to include the next, and for
tiie following week keep both lines clear of spots.

Proceeding thus to the last, I could get through a
course complete in thirteen weeks, and four courses
in a year. And like him, who, having a garden to

weed, does not attempt to eradicate all the bad herbs
at once, which would exceed his reach and hia

strength, but works on one of the beds at a time, and
having accomplished the first, proceeds to a second

;

so I should have, I hoped, the encouraging pleasure
of seeing on my pages the progress made in virtue,

by clearing successively my lines of their spots ;
till

in the end, by a number of courses, I should be

happy in viewing a clean book, after a thirteen weeks'

daily examination.
This my little book had for its motto, these lines

from Addison's Goto:
" Here will I hold. If there's a power above us,

.(And that there is, all nature cries aloud

Through all her works,) He must delight in virtue ;

And that which he delights in must be happy."
Another from Cicero :

" O vitsB Philosophia dux ! virtutum indagatrix expultrixque vi-

tiorum ! Unus dies, bene et ex praeceptis tuis actus, peccauti immor-
tahtati est anteponendus."

Another from the Proverbs of Solomon, speaking
of wisdom or virtue :

"
Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand riches

and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are

peace."

And conceiving God to be the fountain of wisdom,
I thought it right and necessary to solicit his assist-

ance for obtaining it
;

to this end I formed the fol-

lowing little prayer, which was prefixed to my tables

of examination, for daily use.
"

powerful Goodness ! bountiful Father ! merciful Guide ! Increase
in me tliat wisdom, which discovers my truest interest. Strengthen ray
resolution to perform what that wisdom dictates. Acceet my kind
offices to thy other children, as the oidy return in my power for thy
continual favors to lue." 7 E
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I used also, sometimes, a little prayer, wluca I

took from Thomson's Poems^ viz :

" Father of light and life, thou Good Supreme 1

O teach me what is good ; teach me Thyself 1

Save me from foll^^ vanity, and vice.

From everj' low pursuit ; and feed my soul

With knowledge, conscious peace, and vulue pure ;

Sacred, substiuitiul, never fading bliss !

"

The precept of Order requiring that every part

<yf my husiness should have its allotted time, one

2')age in my little book contained the following scheme
of employment for the twenty-four hours of a natural

day:
SCHEME.

Hours.

MORXIXG.
The Question. What

Bhall I do tliis day ?

good
5^
6|

Rise, wash, and addi-ess Pow-
eiful Goodness ! Contrive day's
business, and take the resolution
of tlie day ; prosecute the pre-
sent studv, and breakfast.

Noon.

Afternoon.

9
10

12

1

Work.

Read, or look over my ac-

counts, and dine.

~1
•i

1
Evening.

The Question. What good
have I done to-day ?

Night.

6^
7

8
9

10

11

12

1

2
3
4

Work.

Put things in their places.

Sujiper. Music or diversion, or

conversation. Examination of
the day.

> Sleep.

I entered upon the execution of this plan for self-

examination, and continued it, with occasional inter-

missions, for some time. I "^as surprised to find
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mvself so miicli fuller of faults than I had ima-

gined ;
but I had the satisfaction of seeing them

dmiinish. To avoid the trouble of renewing now
and then my little book, whieh, by scraping out the

marks on the paper of old faults to make room for

new ones in a new course, became full of holes, I

transferred my tables and precepts to the ivory leaves

of a memorandum book, on which the lines were
drawn with red ink, that made a durable stain

;
and

on those lines I marked my faults with a black lead

pencil ;
which marks I could easily wipe out with a

wet sponge. After awhile I went through one course

only in a year; and afterwards only one in several

years ;
till at length I omitted them entirely, being

employed in voyages and business abroad, with a

multiplicity of alfairs, that interfered
;
but I always

carried my little book with me.

My scheme of Order gave me the most trouble
;

and I found, that, though it might be practicable
where a man's business was such as to leave him
the disposition of his time, that of a journeyman
printer, for instance, it was not possible to be exactly
observed by a master, who must mix with the world,
and often receive people of business at their own
hours. Ordei', too, with regard to places for things,

papers, &c., I found extremely difficult to acquire.
I had not been early accustomed to method^ and,

having an exceedingly good memory, I was not so

sensible of the inconvenience attending want of

method. This article, therefore, cost me much pain-
ful attention, and my faults in it vexed me so much,
and I made so little progress in amendment, and
had such frequent relapses, that I was almost ready
to give up the attempt, and content myself with a

faulty character in that respect. Like the man, who,
in buying an axe of a smith, my neighbor desired

to have the whole of its surface as bright as the

edge. The smith consented to grind it bright for

him, if he would turn the wheel
;
he turned, while

the smith pressed the broad face of the axe hard
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and heavily on the stone, which made the turning of

it very fatiguing. The man came every now and tlien

from tlie wheel to see how the work went on
;
and

at length would take Iiis axe as it was, Avithout

further grinding.
"
No," said the smith,

" turn on,
turn on

;
we shall have it bright by and by ;

as yet
it is only speckled."

"
Yes," said the man,

" but I
think Hike a sj)ecTcled axe hest.''^ And I believe this

may liave been the case with many, who, having,
for want of some such means as I emj^loyed, found
the difficulty of obtaining good and breaking bad
habits in other points of vice and virtue, have given
up the struggle, and concluded that " a speckled axe
is hestP For something, that pretended to be rea-

son, was every now and then suggesting to me,
that such extreme nicety as I exacted of myself,

might be a kind of foppery in morals, which, if it

were known, would make me ridiculous
;

that a

perfect character might be attended with the incon-

venience of being envied and hated
;
and that a

benevolent man should allow a few faults in him-
self to keep his friends in countenance.

In truth, I found myself incorrigible with respect
to Order ; and now I am grown old, and my me-

mory bad, I feel very sensibly the want of it. But,
on the whole, though I never arrived at the per-
fection I had been so ambitious of obtaining, but
fell far short of it, yet I was, by the endeavor, a
better and a happier man than I otherwise should
have been, if I had not attempted it

;
as those who

aim at perfect writing by imitating the engraved
copies, though they never reached the wished for

excellence of those copies, their hand is mended by
the endeavor, and is tolerable while it continues

fair and legible.
It may be well my posterity should be informed,

tl^at to this little artifice, with the blessing of God,
their ancestor owed the constant felicity of his life,

down to his seventy-ninth year, in M^hich this is

written. What reverses may attend the remainder
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is in the hand of providence; but, if thej arrive,
the reflection on past happiness enjoyed, ought to

help his bearing them with more resignation. To

Tem/peiancc he ascribes his long continued health,
and what is still left to him of a good constitution

;

to Industry and Frugality, the early easiness of his

circumstances and acquisition of his fortune, with
all that knowledge that enabled him to be a use-

ful citizen, and obtained for him some degree of

reputation among the learned
;

to Sincerity and

Justice, the confidence of his country, and the ho-

norable employs it conferred upon him
;
and to the

joint influence of the whole mass of the virtues,

evep in the imjDcrfect state he was able to acquire

them, all that evenness of temper, and that cheer-

fulness in conversation, which makes his company
still sought for, and agreeable even to his young
acquaintance. I hope, therefore, that some of my
descendants may follow the example, and reap the

benefit.

It will be remarked, that, though my scheme was
not wholly without religion, there was in it no mark
of any of the distinguishing tenets of any particular
sect. I had purposely avoided them

; for, being
fully persuaded of the utility and excellency of my
method, and that it might be serviceable to people
in all religions, and intending some time or other

to publish it, I would not have any thing in it that

should prejudice any one, of any sect, against it.

I proposed writing a little comment on each virtue,
in which I would have shown the advantages of

possessing it, and the mischiefs attending its oppo-
site vice

;
I should have called my book The Akt

OF YiRTUE, because it would have shown the means
and manner of obtaining virtue, which would have

distinguished it from the mere exhortation to be

good, that does not instruct and indicate the means
;

but is like the Apostle's man of verbal charity,

who, without showing to the naked or hungry,
how or where they might get clothes or victuals

-^ O/S /S-^ rr r»
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only exhorted them to he fed and clothed. James
ii: 15, 16.

But it so happened, that my intention of writing
and pnblisliing this comment was never fulfilled. I

had, indeed, from time to time, j^ut down short hints

of the sentiments and reasonings to be made use of

in it; some of which I have still by me; but the

necessary close attention to private business in the

earlier jiart of life, and public business since, have
occasioned my postponing it. For, it being connected

in my mind with a great and extensive project^ that

required the whole man to execute, and which an
unforeseen succession of employs prevented my at-

tending to, it has hitherto remained unfinished.

In this piece it was my design to explain and en-

force this doctrine, that vicious actions are not hicHful
hecause they areforbidden^ hut forhidden hecause they
a/re hurtful^ the nature of man alone considered

;
that

it was, therefore, every one's interest to be virtuous,
who wished to be happy even in tliis world

;
and I

should from this circumstance (there being always in

the \Yorld a number of rich merchants, nobility, states,

and princes, who have need of honest instruments for

the management of their afi:airs, and such being so

rare) have endeavored to convince young persons, that

no qualities are so likely to make a poor man's for-

tune, as those of jprobity and integrity.

My list of virtues contained at first but twelve;
but a Quaker friend having kindly informed me, that

I was generally thought proud ;
that my pride showed

itself frequently in conversation
;

that I was not con-

tent with being in the right when discussing any
point, but was overbearing, and rather insolent, ot

which he convinced me by mentioning several in-

stances
;

I determined to endeavor to cure myself if I

could, of this vice or folly among the rest
;
and I

added Humility to my list, giving an extensive mean-

ing to the word.
I cannot boast of mnch success in acquiring ^.ho

reality of this virtue, but I had a gooc" deal with re-
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gard to the appearance of it. I made it a rule to

forbear all direct contradiction to the sentiments of

others, and all positive assertion of my own. I even
forbid myself, agreeably to the old laws of our Junto,
the use of every word or expression in the language
that imported a fixed opinion ;

such as certainly^ un-

douhtedly, &c., and I adopted instead of them, / con-

ceive^ I apprehend^ or I imagine^ a thing to be so or

so
;

or it so appears to me at present. When another
asserted something that I thought an error, I denied

myself the jjleasure of contradicting him abruptly,
and of showing immediately some absurdity in his

proposition ; and, in answering, I began by observing,
that, in certain cases or circumstances, his opinion
would be right, but in the present case there appeared
or seemed to me some difference, &c. I soon found
the advantage of this change in my manners

;
the

conversations I engaged in went on more j)leasantly.
The modest way in which I proposed my opinions,

procured them a readier reception and less contradic-

tion : I had less mortification, when I was found to

be in the wrong ;
and I more easily prevailed with

others to give up their mistakes and join with me,
when I happened to be in the right.
And this mode, w^hich I at first put on with some

violence to natural inclination, became at length easy,
and so habitual to me, that perhajDS for the last fifty

years no one has ever heard a dogmatical expression

escape me. And to this habit (after my character

of integrity) I think it principally owing, that I had

early so much weight with my fellow citizens, when 1

proposed new institutions, or alterations in the old;
and so much influence in public councils, when I

became a member; for I was but a bad speaker,
never eloquent, subject to much hesitation in my
choice of words, hardly correct in language, and yet
I generally carried my point.

In reality, there is perhaps no one of our natural

passions so hard to subdue as pride. Disguise it,

struggle with it, stifle it, mortify it as much as one
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pleases, it is still alive, and will every now and then

peep out and show itself; you will see it, perhaps,
often in this historj'. For, even if I could conceive

that I had completely overcome it,
I should probably

he jproud of my humility.

CHAPTER YII.

Having mentioned a great and extensive project^
which I had conceived, it seems proper that some
account should be here given of that project and its

object. Its first rise in my mind appears in the fol-

lowing little paper, accidentally preserved, viz :

" Observations on my reading History.^ in the Library^
May 2t7i, 1731.
" That the great affairs of the world, the wars and

revolutions, are carried on and effected by parties.
" That the view of these parties is their present

general interest, or what they take to be such.
" That the different views of these different parties

occasion all confusion.
" That while a party is carrying on a general de-

sign, each man has his particular private interest in

view.

"That as soon as a party has gained its general

point, each member becomes intent upon his particu-
lar interest; which, thwarting others, breaks that

party into divisions, and occasions more confusion.
" That few in public affairs act from a mere view

of the good of their country, whatever they may
pretend ; and, though their actings bring real good
to their country, yet men primarily considered that

their own and their couutrv's interest were united,
and so did not act from a principle of benevolence.
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"That fewer still, in public affairs, act with a view
to the good of mankind.

"There seems to me, at present, to be great occa-

sion for raising a United Party for Vii'tue^ by form-

ing the virtuous and good men of all nations into

a regular body, to be governed by suitable good and
wise rules, which good and wise men may probably
be more unanimous in their obedience to, than com-
mon peojjle are to common laws.

" 1 at present think, that whoever attempts this

aright, and is well qualified, cannot fail of j)leasing

God, and of meeting with success."

Revolving this project in my mind, as to be un-

dertaken hereafter, when my circumstances should
afford me the necessary leisure, I put down, from
time to time, on pieces of paper, such thoughts as

occurred to me respecting it. Most of these are

lost
;
but I find one, purporting to be the substance

of an intended creed, containing, as I thought, the

essentials of every known religion, and being free

of every thing that might shock the professors of

any religion. It is expressed in these words; viz:
" That there is one God, who made all things.
" That he governs the world by his providence.
"That he ought to be worshiped by adoration,

prayer, and thanksgiving.
"But that the most acceptable service to God, is

doing good to man.
"That the soul is immortal.
"And that God will certainly reward virtue and

punish vice, either here or hereafter."

My ideas, at that time, were, that the sect should

be begun and spread, at first, among young and

single men only ;
that each person to be initiated

should not only declare his assent to such creed,
but should have exercised himself with the thirteen

weeks' examination and practice of the virtues, as

in the before mentioned model
;

that the existence

of such a society sho^old be kept a secret, till it

was become considerable, to i^revent solicitations for

E*
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the admission of improper persons ;
but that the

niemhers should, each of them, search among his

acquaintance for ingenious, well disposed youths, to

whom, witli prudent caution, the scheme should be

gradually communicated. That the members should

engage to afford their advice, assistance, and support
to each other in promoting one another's interest,

business, and advancement in life. That, for dis-

tinction, we should be called the society of tub

FREE AND EASY. Free, as being, by the general prac-
tice and habits of the virtues, free from the dominion
of vice

; and, particularly, by the practice of industry
and frugality, free from debt, which exposes a man
to constraint, and a species of slavery to his creditors.

This is as much as I can now recollect of the

project, except that I communicated it, in part, to

two young men, who adopted it with some enthu-

siasm
;
but my then narrow circumstances, and the

necessity I was under of sticking close to my business,
occasioned my postponing the further prosecution of

it at that time
;
and my multifarious occupations,

public and private, induced me to continue post-

poning, so that it has been omitted, till I have no

longer strength or activity left sufficient for such an

enterprise. Though I am still of opinion it was a

practicable scheme, and might have been very useful,

by forming a great number of good citizens
;
and I

was not discouraged by the seeming magnitude of

the undertaking, as I have always thought, that one
man of tolerable abilities, may work great changes,
and accomplish great aifairs among mankind, if he
first forms a good plan ; and, cutting otf all amuse-

ments or other employments, that would divert his

attention, makes the execution of that same plan his

sole study and business.

In 1732, I first published my Almanac, under
the name of Richard Saunders; it was continued

by me about twenty-five years, and commonly called

Poor MichmxVs Almanac. I endeavored to make it

both entertaining and useful, and it accordingly
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came to be in sucli demand, that I reaped consider-
able profit from it

; vending annually near ten
thousand. And observing that it was generally read,
scarce any neighborhood in the province being with-
out it, I considered it as a proper vehicle for con-

veying instruction among the common people, who
bought scarcely any other books. I, therefore, filled

all the little spaces, that occurred between the re-

markable days in the calendar, with proverbial sen-

tences, chiefly such as inculcated industry and fru-

gality, as the means of procuring wealth, and there-

by securing virtue
;

it being more difficult for a
man in M^ant to act always honestl}^, as, to use here
one of those proverbs, it is hard for an emjpty sack to

stand upriglit.
These proverbs, which contained the wisdom of

many ages and nations, I assembled and formed into

a connected discourse prefixed to the almanac of

1757, as the harangue of a wise old man to the

people attending an auction. The bringing all these

scattered counsels thus into a focus enabled them to

make greater imj^ression. The piece, being uni-

versally approved, was copied in all the newspapers
of the American continent, rej)rinted in Britain on
a large sheet of paper, to be stuck up in houses

;

two translations wei'e made of it in France, and great
numbers bought by the clergy and gentry, to dis-

tribute gratis among their poor parishioners and
tenants. In Pennsylvania, as it discouraged useless

expense in foreign superfluities, some thought it

had its share of influence in producing that growing
plenty of money, which was observable for several

years after its publication.
I considered my newspaper, also, as another means

of communicating instruction, and in that view fre-

quently reprinted in it extracts from the Spectator^
and other moral writers

;
and sometimes published

little pieces of my own, which had been first com-

posed for reading in our Junto. Of these are a
Socratic dialogue, tending to prove, that, whatever
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might be his parts and abilities, a vicious man could

not properly be called a man of sense
;
and a dis-

coui-se on self-denial, showing that A'irtne was not

secure, till its practice became a habitude^ and was
free from the opposition of contrary inclinations.

These may be found in the papers about the be-

ginning of 1735.

In the conduct of my nev/spaper, I carefully ex-

cluded all libeling and personal abuse, which is

of late years become so disgraceful to our country.
Whenever I was solicited to insert any thinii; of

that kind, and the writers pleaded, as they generally

did, the liberty of the press ;
and that a newspaper

was like a stage-coach, in which any one who would

))ay

had a riglit to a place ; my answer Avas, that

'. would print the piece separately, if desired, and
the author might have as numy copies as he pleased
to distribute himself; but that I would not take

upon me to spread his detraction
;
and that, having

contracted Avith my subscribers to furnish them
with what might be either useful or entertaining,
I could not fill their papers with private altercation,
in which they had no concern, without doing them
manifest injustice. IS^ow, many of our printers make
no scruple of gratifying the malice of individuals,

by false accusations of the fairest characters among
ourselves, augmenting animosity even to the pro-

ducing of duels
;
and are, moreover, so indiscreet

as to print scurrilous reflections on the government of

neighboring states, and even on the conduct of our
best national allies, which may be attended with the
most pernicious consecpiences. These things I men-
tion as a caution to young ]Ti-inters, and that they
may be encouraged not to pollute their j^resses, and

disgrace their profession, by such infamous practices,
biit refuse steadily ;

as they may see by my example,
that such a course of conduct will not, on the whole,
be injurious to their interests.

In 1733, I sent one of my jimrneymen to Charles-

ton, South Carolina, where a printer was wanting.
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I furnished him with a press and letters, on an

agreement of partnership, by which I was to receive

one third of tlie profits of the business, paying one
third of the expense. He was a man of learning,
but ignorant in matters of account

; and, tl)ough
lie sometimes made me remittances, I could get
no account from him, nor any satisfactory state of

our partnership while he lived. On his decease, the

business was continued by his widow, who, being
born and bred in Holland, where, as I have been

informed, the knowledge of accounts makes a part
of female education, she not only sent me as clear

a statement as she could find of the transactions

past, but continued to account with the greatest

regularity and exactness every quarter afterwards
;

and managed the business with such success, that she
not onl}' reputably brought up a family of children,

but, at the expiration of the term, was able to pur-
chase of me the printing house, and establish her son
in it.

I mention this affliir chiefly for the sake of recom-

mending that branch of education for our young
women, as likely to be of more use to them and
their children, in case of widowhood, than either

music or dancing; by preserving them from losses

by imposition of crafty men, and enabling them to

continue, perhaps, a pi'ofitable mercantile house, with

established correspondence, till a sen is grown np fit

to undertake and go on with it
;

to the lasting ad-

vantage and enriching of the family.
About the year 1734, there arrived among ns a

young Presbyterian preachei', named Hemphill, who
delivered with a good voice, and apparently extem-

pore, most excellent discourses
;
which drew together

considerable numbers of different persuasions, who
joined in admiring them. Among the rest, I be-

came one of his constant hearers, bis sermons

pleasing me, as they had little of the dogmatical
kind, but inculcated strongly the practice of virtue,
or what, in the religious style, are called good works.
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Those, however, of our congregation, who considered

themselves as orthodox Presbyterians, disapproved
his doctrine, and were joined by most of the old

ministers, who ari-aigned him of heterodoxy before

the synod, in order to have him silenced. I became
his zealous partisan, and contributed all I could to

raise a party in his favor, and combated for him
awhile viith some hopes of success. There was
much scribbling, jyro and con^ upon the occasion

;

and finding that, though an elegant preacher, he
was but a poor writer, I wrote for him two or

three pamphlets, and a piece in the Gazette.^ of xYpril,

1735. Those pamphlets, as is generally the case with

controversial writings, though eagerly read at the

time, were soon out of vogue, and I question whether
a single copy of them now exists.

During the contest an unlucky occurrence hurt

his cause exceedingly. One of our adversaries having
heard him preach a sermon, that was much ad-

mired, thought he had somewhere read the sermon

before, or at least a part of it. On searching, he
found that part quoted at length, in one of the

British Reviews^ from a discourse of Dr. Foster's.

This detection gave many of our party disgust, who,
accordingly, abandoned his cause, and occasioned our

more speedy discomfiture in the synod. I stuck by
him, however

;
I i*ather approved his giving us good

sermons composed by others, than bad ones of his

own manufacture
; though the latter was the practice

of our common teachers. He afterwards acknow-

ledged to me, that none of those he preached were
his own

; adding, that his memory was such as

enabled him to retain and repeat any sermon after

once reading only. On our defeat, he left us in

search elsewhere of better fortune, and I quitted the

congregation, never attending it after
; though I con-

tinued many years my subscription for the sujjport
of its ministers.

I had begun in 1733 to study languages; I soon

made myself so much a master of the French, as to
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be able to read the books in that language with ease.

I then nndertook the Italian. An acquaintance, who
was also learning it, used often to tempt me to play
chess with him. Finding this took up too much of
the time I had to spare tor study, I at length refused
to plaj any more, unless on this condition, that the
victor in every game should have a right to impose
a task, either of parts of the grammar to be got by
heart, or in translations, which tasks the vanquished
was to perform upon honor before our next meeting.
As we played pretty equally, we thus beat one an-
other into that language, I afterwards, with a little

l^ains taking, acquired as much of the Spanish as to

read their books also.

I have already mentioned, that I had only one

year's instruction in a Latin school, and that when
very young, after which I neglected that language
entirely. But, when I had attained an acquaintance
with the French, Italian, and Spanish, I was surprised
to find, on looking over a Latin Testament, that I
understood more of that language than I had ima-

gined ;
which encouraged me to apply myself again

to the study of it, and I met with more success, as
those preceding languages had greatly smoothed my
way.
From these circumstances I have thought there is

some inconsistency in our common mode of teaching
languages. We are told that it is proper to begin
first with the Latin, and, having acquired that, it will

be more easy to attain those modern languages, which
are derived from it

;
and yet we do not begin Vv^ith

the Greek, in order more easily to acquire the Latin.
It is true, that, if we can clamber and get to the top
of a staircase without using the steps, we shall more
easily gain them in descending ;

but certainly if we
begin with the lowest, we shall with more ease as-

cend to the top; and I would therefore offer it to
the consideration of those, who superintend the edu-
cation of our youth, whether, since many of those
who begin with the Latin, quit the same after spending
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some years without having made any great profi

ciencY, and what they have learned becomes ahnost

useless, so that their time has been lost, it would not

have been better to have begun with the French,
proceeding to the Italian and Latin. For though
after spending the same time they should quit the

study of languages and never arrive at the Latin,

they would, however, have acquired another tongue
or two, that, being in modern use, might be servicea-

ble to them in common life.

After ten years' absence from Boston, and having
become easy in my circumstances, I made a journey
thither to visit my relations

;
which I could not sooner

aftbrd. In returning, I called at Newport to see my
brother James, then settled there with his printing
house. Our former ditferences were forgotten, and
our meetino: was very cordial and affectionate. He
was fast declining in health, and requested me, that,
in case of his death, which he apprehended not far

distant, I would take home his son, then but ten years
of age, and bring him up to the printing business.

This I accordingly performed, sending him a few

yeai-s to school before I took him into the office. His
mother carried on the business till he was grown up,
when I assisted him with an assortment of new types,
those of his father being in a manner worn out.

Thus it was that I made my brother ample amends
for the service I had deprived him of by leaving him
so early.

In 1736, I lost one of my sons, a fine boy of four

years old, by the small pox, taken in the common
way. I long regretted him bitterly, and still regret
that I had not ffiven it to him bv inoculation. This
I mention for the sake of parents who omit that ope-
ration, on the supposition, that they should never for-

give -themselves if a child died under it; my example
showing' that the rerjret may be the same either way,
and therefore that the safer should be chosen.

Our club, the Junto, was found so useful, and
afforded such satisfaction to the members, that some
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were desirous of introducing their friends, which
could not well be done without exceeding what we
had settled as a convenient number; viz, twelve. We
had, from the beginning, made it a rule to keep
our institution a secret, which was pretty well ob-

served
;

the intention was, to avoid applications
of improper persons for admittance, some of whom,
perhaps, we might find it dithcult to refuse. I was
one of those who were against any addition to our

number, but instead of it made, in writing, a proposal,
that every member, separately, should endeavor to

form a subordinate club, with the same rules re-

specting queries, &c., and without informing tliem

of the connection with the Junto. The advantages

proposed were, the improvement of so many more

young citizens by the use of our institutions
;
our

better acquaintance with the general sentiments of

the inhabitants on any occasion, as the Junto member

might propose what queries we should desire, and
was to report to the Junto what passed at his separate
club

;
the promotion of our particular interests in

business by more extensive recommendation, and
the increase of our influence in 2)ublic affairs, and
our power of doing good by spreading through
the several clubs the sentiments of the Junto.

The project was ap^^roved, and every member
undertook to form his club; but they did not all

succeed. Five or six only were completed, which
were called by different names, as the Vine, the

Union, the Band. They were useful t(j themselves,
and afforded us a good deal of amuseinent, infor-

mation, and instruction
;
besides answering, in some

considerable degree, our views of inlluencing the

public on particular occasions
;

of which 1 shall

give some instances, in course of time, as they hap-

pened.
My first promotion was my bc'ig chosen, in 1736,

clerk of the General Assembly. The choice was
made that year without opposition; but the year

following, when I was again proposed, (the choice,
8
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like that of tlic members, being annual,) a new
member made a long speech against me, in order

to favor some other candidate. 1 was, however,
chosen, which was the more agreeable to me, as,

besides the pay for the immediate service of clerk,
the place gave me a better opportunity of keeping
up an interest among the members, M'hich secured
to me the business of printing the votes, laws, paj^er

money, and other occasional jobs for the public,

that, on the whole, were very protitable.
I therefoi-e did not like the opposition of this

new member, who was a gentleman of fortune and

education, with talents that were likely to give him,
in time, great influence in the House, which, in-

deed, afterwards happened. I did not, however,
aim at gaining his favor by paying any servile respect
to him, but, after some time, took this other method.

Having heard tliat he had in his librai'V a certain

very scarce and curious book, I wrote a note to him,

expressing my desire of perusing that book, and

requesting that he would do me the favor of lending
it to me for a few days. He sent it immediately ;

and I returned it in about a week, with another

note, expressing strongly the sense of the favor.

When we next met in the House, he spoke to me,
which he had never done before, and with great

civility ;
and he ev^er after manifested a readiness

to serve me on all occasions, so that we became great

friends, and our friendship continued to his death.

This is another instance of the truth of an old maxim
I had learned, which says,

"
Ile^ that lia^ once done

you a hindness^ will le more ready to do you aowther^
tlian Tie wJwm you yourself have obligedP And it

shows how much more profitable it is prudently
to remove, than to resent, return and continue, ini-

mical proceedings.
In 1737, Colonel Spotswood, late governor of Yir-

ginia, and then postmaster general, being dissatisfied

with the conduct of his deputy at Philadelphia, re-

Bpecting some negligence in rendering, and want of
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exactness in framing, his accounts, took from him
the commission and offered it to me. I accepted it

readily, and found it of great advantage ; for, though
the salary was small, it facilitated the correspondence
that improved my newspaper, increased the number
demanded, as well as the advertisements to be in-

serted, so that it came to afibrd me a considerable
income. My old competitor's newspaper declined

proportionably, and I was satisfied without retaliating
his refusal, while postmaster, to permit my papers be-

ing carried by the riders. Thus he suffered greatly
from his neglect in due accounting ;

and I mention
it as a lesson to those young men who may be em-

ployed in managing affairs for others, that they should

always render accounts, and make remittances, wuth

great clearness and punctuality. The character of

observing such a conduct is the most powerful of all

recommendations to new emj^loyments and increase
of business.

I began now to turn my thoughts to public affairs,

beginning, however, with small matters. The city
watch was one of the first things that I conceived to

want regulation. It was managed by the constables
of the respective wards in turn

;
the constable sum-

moned a number of housekeepers to attend him for

the night. Those, who chose never to attend, paid
him six shillings a year to be excused, wdiich was
supposed to go to hiring substitutes, but was in reality
much more than was necessary for that purpose, and
made the constableship a place of profit ;

and the

constable, for a little drink, often got such ragmuffins
about him as a watch, that respectable housekee2)ers
did not choose to mix with. Walking the rounds,
too, was often neglected, and most of the nights spent
in tippling. I tliereupon wrote a paper to be read
in the Junto, representing these irregularities, but

insisting more particularly on the inequality of the
six shilling tax of the constable, respecting the cir-

cumstances of those who paid it
;

since a poor widow
housekeeper, all whose property to be guarded by the



114 LIFE OF FKANKLIN.

•watcli did not perhaps exceed the value of fifty

pounds, paid as much as the wealthiest merchant,
who had thousands of pounds' worth of goods in his

stores.

On the whole I proposed as a more effectual watch,
the hiring of proper men to serve constantly in the

business
;
and as a more equitable way of support-

ing the charge, the levying a tax that should be pro-

portioned to the property. This idea, being approved
by the Junto, was communicated to the other clubs,
but as originating in each of them

;
and though the

plan was not immediately carried into execution, yet,

by preparing the minds of people for the change, it

paved the way for the law obtained a few years after,
when the members of our clubs were grown into more
influence.

About this time I wrote a j)aper (first to be read
in the Junto, but it was afterwards published,) on tlie

different accidents and carelessnesses by which houses
were set on fire, with cautions against tliem, and
means proposed of avoiding them. This was spoken
of as a useful piece, and gave rise to a project, which
soon followed it, of forming a com^^any for the more

ready extinguishing of fires, and mutual assistance in

removing and securing of goods when in danger. As-
sociates in this scheme were presently found, amount-

ing to thirty. Our articles of agreement obliged
every member to keep always in good order, and fit

for use, a certain number of leathern buckets, with

strong bags and baskets (for packing and transport-

ing of goods,) wdiich were to be brought to every
fire

;
and we agreed about once a month to spend a

social evening together, in discoursing and commu-
nicating such ideas as occurred to us upon the subject
of fires, as might be useful in our conduct on such
occasions.

The utility of this institution soon appeared, and

many more desiring to be admitted than we thought
convenient for one company, they were advised to

form another, which was accordingly done; and thus
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went on one new company after another, till tliey

became so numerous as to include most of the in-

habitants who were men of property ;
and now, at

the time of my writing this, though upwards of fifty

years since its establishment, that which. I first

formed, called the Union Fire Coinpamj^ still sub-

sists
; though the first members are all deceased but

one, who is older by a year than I am. The fines

that have been paid by members for absence at the

monthly meetings have been applied to the purchase
of fire engines, ladders, fire hooks, and other useful

implements for each company; so that I question
whether there is a city in the world better provided
with the means of putting a stop to beginning con-

flagrations ; and, in fact, since these institutions, the

city has never lost by fire more than one or two
houses at a time, and the flames have often been

extinguished before the house in which they began
has been half consumed.
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CHAPTEK yni. .

In 1739, arrived among us from Ireland, the Eev.

Mr. "Whitefield, who had made himself remarkable
there as an itinerent preacher. He was at first per-
mitted to preach in some of our churches

;
but the

clergy, taking a dislike to him, soon refused him their

pul]3its, and he was obliged to preach in the fields.

The multitudes of all sects and denominations that

attended his sermons were enormous, and it was a

matter of speculation to me, who was one of the

number, to observe the extraordinary influence of his

oratory on his hearers, and how much they admired
and respected him, notwithstanding his common
abuse of them, by assuring them, they were naturally

Tialf heasts and half devils. It was wonderful to see

the change soon made in the manners of our inha-

bitants. From being thoughtless or indifferent about

religion, it seemed as if all the world were growing
religious, so that one could not walk through the town
in an evening without hearing psalms sung in diffe-

rent families of every street.

And it being found inconvenient to assemble in

the open air, subject to its inclemencies, the building
of a house to meet in was no sooner proposed, and

persons appointed to receive contributions, than suffi-

cient sums were soon received to procure the ground,
and erect the building, which was one hundred feet

long and seventy broad
;
and the work was carried

on with such spirit as to be finished in a much
shorter time than could have been expected. Both
house and ground were vested in trustees, expressly
for the use of any preacher of any religious jpersuasion^
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who might desire to say someth'^g to the people
at Philadelphia ;

the design in building being not

to accommodate any particnlar sect, but the inhabi-

tants in general ;
so that, even if the Mufti of Con-

stantinople were to send a missionary to preach
Mahometanism to us, he would find a pulpit at

his service.

Mr. Whitefield, on leaving us, went preaching all

the way through the colonies to Georgia. The settle-

ment of that province had been lately begun, but, in-

stead of being made with hardy, industrious husband-

men, accustomed to .labor, the only people fit for such

an enterprise, it was with families of broken shop-

keepers, and other insolvent debtors
; many of in

dolent and idle habits, taken out of the jails, who,

being set down in the woods, unqualified for clearing

land, and unable to endure the hardships of a new
settlement, perished in numbers, leaving many help-
less children unprovided for. The sight of their

miserable situation inspii^ed the benevolent heart of

Mr. Whitefield, with the idea of building an orphan
house there, in which they might be supported and
educated. Keturning northward, he preached up this

charity, and made large collections
;
for his eloquence

had a wonderful power over the hearts and purses of

his hearers, of which I myself was an instance.

I did not disapprove of the design, but, as Georgia
was then destitute of materials or workmen, and
it was proposed to send them from Philadelphia,
at a great expense, I thought it would have been
better to have built the house at Philadelphia, and

brought the children to it. This I advised; but

he was resolute in his first project, rejected my
counsel, and I therefore refused to contribute. I

happened soon after to attend one of his sermons,
in the course of which I perceived he intended to

finish with a collection, and I silently resolved he

should get nothing from me. I had, in my .pocket,
a handful of copper money, three or four silver

dollars, and five pistoles in gold. As he proceeded,
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I began to soften, and concluded to give the cop-

per. Another stroke of his orator}^ made me ashamed
of that, and determined me to

^ive
the silver; and he

finished so admirably, that 1 ein])tied my pocket
wholly into the collectors' dish, gold and all. At this

sermon there was also one of our club, who, being of

my sentiments respecting the building in Georgia, and

suspecting a collection might be intended, had,

by precaution, emptied his pockets before he came
from home. Towards the conclusion of the dis-

course, however, he felt a strong inclination to give,
and applied to a neighbor, who stood near him,
to lend him some money for the puri^ose. The

request was fortunately made to perhaps the only
man in the company, who had the firmness not

to be aftected by the preacher. His answer was,
" At any other time, friend Hopkinson, I would lend

to thee freely ;
but not now

;
for thee seems to be

out of thy right senses."

Some of Mr. AVhitefield's enemies affected to sup
pose that he would apply these collections to his

own private emolument; but I, who was intimately

acquainted with him, being employed in printing his

Sermons and Journals, never had the least suspicion
of his integrity ;

bnt am, to this day, decidedly
of opinion, that he was, in all his conduct, a per-

fectly honest man; and, methinks, my testimony
in his favor ought to have the more weight, as we
had no religious connection. He used, indeed, some-
times to pray for my conversion, but never had
the satisfaction of believing that his prayers were
heard. Ours was a mere civil friendshijj, sincere

on both sides, and lasted to his death.

The following instance will show the terms on
which we stood. Upon one of his arrivals from Eng-
land at Boston, he wrote to me, that he should come
soon to Philadelphia, but knew not where he could

lodge when there, as he understood his old friend and

host, Mr. Benezet, was removed to Germantown. My
answer was,

" You know my house
;

if you can make



LIFE OF FRANKLIN.
' 119

shift with its scanty accommodations, you will be
most heartily welcome." He replied, that if I made
that kind utter for Chrisfs sake, I should not miss of

a reward. And I returned,
" Don't let me bo mis-

taken
;

it was not for Chrisfs sake, but for your sake.''^

One of our common acquaintance jocosely remarked,
that, knowing it to be the custom of the saints, when

they received any favor, to shift the burden of the

obligation from off their own shoulders, and place
it in heaven, I had contrived to fix it on earth.

Tlie last time I saw Mr. Whitetield, was in London,
when lie consulted me about his orphan house con-

cern, and his purpose of appropriating it to the esta-

blishment of a college.
He had a loud and clear voice, and articulated his

words so perfectly, that he might be heard and un-

derstood at a great distance
; especially as his audi-

tors observed the most perfect silence. lie preached
one evening from the top. of the Court house steps,
wdiich are in the middle of Market street, and on
the west side of Second street, Mihich crosses it at

right ano;les. Both streets were filled with his hear-

ers to a considerable distance. Being among the

hindmost in Market street, I had the curiosity to

learn how far he could be heard, by retiring back-
wards down the street towards the river; and I

found his voice distinct till I came near Front street,
when some noise in that street obscured it. Ima-

gining then a semicircle, of which my distance should
be the radius, and that it was filled with auditors,
to each of whom I allowed two square feet, I com-

puted that he might well be heard by more than
thirtv thousand. This reconciled me to the news-

paper accounts of his having preached to twenty-five
thousand people in the fields, and to the history of

generals haranguing whole armies, of which I had
sometimes doubted.

By hearing him often, I came to distinguish easily
between sermons newly comj^osed, and those which
he had often preached in the course of his travels.

F
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Ills delivery of the latter was so improved - by fre

quent repetition, that every accent, every emphasis,
every modulation of voice, was so perfectly well

turned and well placed, that, without being interested

in the subject, one could not help being:; pleased with
the discourse; a pleasure of much the same kind
with that received from an excellent piece of music.

This is an advantage itinerant preachers have over

those who are stationary, as the latter cannot well

improve their delivery of a sermon by so many
rehearsals.

His writing and printing, from time to time, gave
great advantage to his enemies

; unguarded ex-

pressions, and even erroneous opinions, delivered

in preaching, might have been afterwards explained
or qualilied, by supposing others that might have

accompanied them
;
or they might have been denied

;

but Utera scripta manet. Critics attacked his writings

violently, and with so much appearance of reason
as to diminish the number of his votaries, and pre-
vent their increase. So that I am satisfied, that,
if he had never written any thing, he would have
left behind him a much more numerous and im-

portant sect
;
and his reputation might, in that case,

have been still growing, even after his death ; as,

there being nothing of his writing on which to

found a censure, and give him a lower character,
his proselytes would be left at liberty to attribute to

him as great a variety of excellences as their enthusi-

astic admiration might wish him to have possessed.

My business was now constantly augmenting,
and my circumstances growing daily easier, my
newspaper having become very profitable, as being,
for a time, almost the only one in this and the

neighboring provinces. I experienced, too, the truth

of the obser\ation,
"
that^ after getting the first lain-

dred jpounds^ it is more easy to get tJie stcand
;''^

money itself being of a prolific nature.

The partnership at Carolina having succeeded, I

was encouraged to engage in others, and to promote
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several of my workmeii, who had behaved well, by
establishing them in printing houses in different colo-

nies, on the same terms with tliat in Carolina, Most
of them did \vell, being enabled at the end of our

term, six years, to purchase the types of me and go
on working for themselves, by which means several

families were raised. Partnerships often finish in

quarrels ;
but I was happy in this, that mine were

all carried on and ended amicably ; owing, I think,
a good deal to the precaution of having very expli-

citly settled, in our articles, every thing to be done

by or ex2)ected from each jDartner, so that there was

nothing to dispute ;
which precaution I would there-

fore recommend to all who enter into partnerships ;

for, whatever esteem partners may have for, and con-

fidence in, each other at the time of the contract,
little jealousies and disgusts may arise, with ideas of

inequality in the care and burden, business, &c.,
which are attended often with breach of friendship
and of the connection; perhaps with lawsuits and
other disagreeable consequences.

I had, on the whole, abundant reason to be satisfied

with my being established in Pennsylvania. There

were, however, some things that I regretted, there

being no provision for defense, nor for a complete
education of youth ;

no militia, nor any college. I

therefore, in 1743, drew up a proposal for establishing
an academy; and at that time, thinking the Pev.
Richard Peters, who was out of employ, a fit person
to superintend such an institution, I communicated
the project to him; but he, having more profitable
views in the service of the proprietors, which suc-

ceeded, declined the undertaking ; and, not knowing
another at that time suitable for such a trust, I let

the scheme lie awhile dormant. I succeeded better

the next year, 1744, in proposing and establishing a

Philosopjiical Society. The paper I wrote for that

purpose will be found among my writings ;
if not lost

with many others.
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With respect to defense, Spain having been several

years at M"ar against Great Britain, and beino; at

leno-th ioined 1)V France, "which brouijht us into o-reat

danirer ;
and the kibored and lonf»: continued endea-

vor of our governor, Thomas, to prevail "with our

Quaker Asseinblj, to pass a militia law, and make
other provisions for the security of the province,

having proved abortive
;

I proj:»osed to try "v\-hat

might be done by a voluntary subscription of the

people. To promote this, I first wrote and published
a pamphlet, entitled. Plain Truth, in which I stated

our helpless situation in strong lights, "odth the ne-

cessity of union and discipline for our defense, and

promised to propose in a few" days an association,
to be generally signed for that purpose. The pam-
phlet had a sudden and surprising effect. I was
called upon fur the instrument of association. Hav-

ing settled the draft of it with a few friends, I ap-

pointed a meeting of the citizens in the large building
before mentioned. The house was pretty full

;
I had

prepared a number of printed copies, and provided
pens and ink dispersed all over the room. I ha

rangued them a little on the subject, read the paper,

explained it, and then distributed the copies, which
were eagerly signed, not the least objection being
made.
AVhen the company separated, and the papers were

collected, "we found above twelve hundred signatures ;

and, other copies being dispersed in the cmmtry, the

subscribers amounted at length to u])wards of ten

thousand. These all furnished themselves as soon as

they could with arms, formed themselves into compa-
nies and regiments, chose their own ofiicers, and met

every week to be instructed in the manual exercise,
and other parts of military discipline. The women,
by subscription^ among themselves, provided silk

colors, which they presented to the companies, painted
with different devices and mottoes, which I supplied.
The officers of the companies composing the Phila-

delphia regiment, being met, chose me for their
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colonel
; but, conceiving myself unfit, I declined that

station, and recommended Mr. Lawrence, a fine per-

son, and a man of influence, "vvho was accordingly

appointed. I then proposed a lottery to defray the

expense of building a battery below the town, and
furnished with cannon. It filled expeditiously, and
the batter}^ w^as soon erected, the merlons being
framed of logs, and filled with earth. We bought
some old cannon from Boston

; but, these not being
sufticient, we wrote to London for more

; soliciting at

at the same time our Proprietaries for some assistance,

though without much expectation of obtaining it.

Meanwhile Colonel Lawrence, Mr. Allen, Abraham
Taylor, and myself were sent to New York by the

associators, commissioned to borrow some cannon of

Governor Clinton. He at first refused us peremp-
torily ;

but at a dinner with his council, where there

was great drinking of Madeira wine, as the custom
of that place then was, he softened iDy degrees, and
said he would lend us six. After a tew more bump-
ers he advanced to ten; and at length he very good
naturedly conceded eighteen. They were fine cannon,

eighteen-pound ers, with their carriages, which were
soon transported and mounted on our batteries

;
where

the associators kept a nightly guard, while the war
lasted

;
and among the rest 1 regularly took my turn

of duty there as a common soldier.

My activity in these operations was agreeable to

the Governor and Council
; they took me into confi-

dence, and I was consulted by them in every measure
where their concurrence w^as thought useful to the

Association. Calling in the aid of religion, I pro-

posed to them the proclaiming a fast, to promote
reformation, and implore the blessing of Heaven on
our undertaking. They embraced the motion; but,
as it was the first fast ever thought of in the pro-
vidce, the secretary had no precedent from which to

draw the proclamation. My education in New Eng-
land, where a 'fast is proclaimed every year, was
here of some advantage ;

I drew it in the accustomed
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style; it was tmnslated into German, printed in both

languages, and circulated through the province. This

gave the clergy of different sects an opportunity of

influencing their congregations to join the Associa-

tion, and it would probably have been general among
all but the Quakers, if the peace had not soon inter-

vened.
It was thought by some c f my friends, that, by my

activity in these affairs, I should offend that sect, and

thereby lose my interest in the Assembly of the pro-

vince, where they formed a great majority. A young
man, who had likewise some friends in the Assembly,
and Avished to succeed me as their clerk, acquainted

me, that it was decided to displace me at the next

election; and he, through good will, advised me to

resign, as more consistent with my honor than being
turned out. My answer to him was, that I had read

or heard of some public man, who made it a rule,

never to ask for an office, and never to refuse one
when offered to him. "• I approve," said I,

" of this

rule, and shall practice it with a small addition; I

shall never ask, never refuse, nor ever resign an
office. If they will have my office of clerk, to dispose
of it to another, they shall take it from me. I will

not, by giving it up, lose my right of some time or

other making reprisal on my adv'ersaries." I heard,

however, no more of this
;

I was chosen again unani-

mously as clerk at the next election. Possiblj", as

they disliked my late intimacy with the members of

Council, who had joined the governors in all the dis-

putes about military preparations, with which the

House had long been harrassed, they might have been

pleased if 1 would voluntarily have left them; but

they did not care to displace me on account merely
of my zeal for the Association, and they could not

well give another reason.

Indeed, I had some cause to believe, that the
defense of the country was not disagreeable to any
of them, provided they were not required to assist

in it. And I found that a much greater number
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of them than I could have imagined, though against

offensive war, were clearly for the defensive. Many
pamphlets, j^rt*

and con., were published on the sub-

ject, and some by good Quakers, in favor of defense j

which, I believe, convinced most of their young
people.
A transaction in our fire company gave me some

insight into their prevailing sentiments. It had
been proposed, that we should encourage the scheme
for building a battery, by laj^ing out the present
stock, then about sixty pounds, in tickets of the

lottery. By our rules no money could be disposed
of till the next meeting after the proposal. The
company consisted of thirty members, of whom
twenty-two were Quakers, and eight only of other

persuasions. We eight punctually attended the meet-

ing ; but, though we thought that some of the Quakers
would join us, we were by no means sure of a ma-

jority. Only one Quaker, Mr. James Morris, ap-

peared to opix)se the measure. He expressed much
sorrow that it had ever been proposed, as he said

Friend's were all against it, and it would create

such discord as might break uj) the company. We
told hhn that we saw no reason for that ; we were the

minority, and if Friends wei'e against the measure,
and out-voted us, we must, and should, agreeably
to the usage of all societies, submit. When the
Lour for business arrived, it was moved to put this

to the vote; he allowed we might do it by the rules,

but, as he could assure us that a number of members
intended to be present for the purpose of opj)osing
it, it would be but candid to allow a little time
for their appearing.
While we were disputing this, a waiter came

to tell me, that two gentlemen below desired to

speak with me. I went down, and found there two
of our Quaker members. They told me, there were

eight of them assembled at a tavern just by; that

they were determined to come and vote with us,
if there should be occasion, which they hoped would
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not be the case, and desired we would not call

for their assistance, if we could do without it
;
as

their voting for such a measure might embroil them
with their elders and friends. Being thus secure

of a majority, I went np, and, after a little seeming
hesitation, ai>:reed to a delav of another hour. This

Mr. Morris allowed to be extremely fair. Not one
of his opposing friends appeared, at which he ex-

pressed great surprise ; and, at the expiration of the

Lour, we carried the resolution eight to one
;
and as,

of the twenty-two Quakers, eight were ready to vote

with us, and thirteen by their absence manifested
that tiiey were not inclined to oppose the measure,
I afterwards estimated the proportion of Quakers
sincerely against defense as one to twenty-one only.
For these were all reffidar members of the society,

and in good reputation among them, and who had
notice of what was pi'oposed at that meeting.
The honorable and learned Mr. Logan, who had

always been of that sect, wrote an address to them,
declaring his approbation of defensi've war, and

supported his opinion by many strong arguments.
He put into my hands sixty pounds, to be laid

out in lottery tickets for the battery, with directions

to apply what prizes noight be drawn wholly to that

service. He told me the following anecdote of his

old master, William Penn, respecting defense. He
came over from England, when a young man, with
that proprietary, and as his secretary. It was war

time, and their ship was chased by an armed vessel,

supposed to be an enemy. Their captain prepared
for defense

;
but told William Penn, and his com-

pany of Quakers, that he did not expect their as-

sistance, and they might retire into the cabin
;
which

they did, except James Logan, who chose to stay
ujDon deck, and was quartered to a gun. The sup-

posed enemy proved a friend, so there was no fight-

ing; but when the secretary went down to com-
municate the intelligence, William Penn rebukecj
bim severely for staying upon deck, and lender-
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taking to assist in defending the vessel, contrary
to the principles of Friends

; especially as it had
not been required by the captain. This reprimand,

being before all the company, piqued the secretary,
who answered f

" I being thy servant, why did thee

not order me to come down i But thee was willing

enongh that I should stay and help to fight the

ship, when thee thought there was danger."

My being many years in the Assembly, a majority
of which were constantly Quakers, gave me frequent

opportunities of seeing the embarrassment given
them by their principle against war, whenever ap-

plication was made to them, by order of the crown,
to grant aids fur military purposes. They were un-

willing to offend government, on the one hand, by a

direct refusal
;
and their friends, the body of the

Quakers, on the other, by a compliance contrary to

their princijjles ; using a variety of evasions to avoid

complying, and modes of disguising the compliance,
when it became unavoidable. The common mode at

last was, to grant money under tlie phrase of its

being "/br the kim/s use^'' and never to inquire how
it was applied.

But, if the demand was not directly from the

crown, that phrase was not found so proper, and
some other was to be invented. Thus, when pow-
der was wanting, (I think it M'as for the garrison at

Louisburg,) and the government of J^ew England
solicited a giant of some from Pennsylvania, which
was much urged on the House by Governor Thomas,
they would not grant money to buy ]jowder^ because
that was an ingredient of war; but they voted an
aid to New England of three thousand pounds, to

be put into the hands of the Governor, and appro-

priated it for the purchase of bread, flour, wheat, or

otlier grain. Some of the Council, desirous of giv-

ing the House still further embarrassment, advised

the Governor not to accept provision, as not being
the thing he had demanded

;
but he replied,

" I shall

take the money, for I understand very well their
1,?*
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meaning; other grain is gunpowder;" which he ac-

cordingly bought, and they never objected to it.

It was in alhision to this fact, that, when in our
fire company we feared the success of our proposal
in favor of the lottery, and I had said to a friend of

mine, one of our members,
" If we fail, let us move

the purchase of a fire engine with the monej^; the

Quakers can have no objection to that; and then, if

you nominate me, and I you, as a committee for that

purpose, we will buy a great gun, which is certainly
a fire en^iiuf "" I see," said he, "you have improved
by being so long in the Assembly; your equivocal

project would be just a match for their wheat or

oilier grain.'''*

Those embarrassments that the Quakers sufiered,
from having established and published it as one of

their principles, that no kind of ^war was lawful, and

which, being once published, they could not after-

wards, however they might change their minds, easily

get rid of, reminds me of what I think a more pru-
dent conduct in another sect among us

;
that of the

Dimkers. I was acquainted with one of its founders,
Michael AVeftare, soon after it appeared. He com-

plained to me, that they were grievously calumniated

by the zealots of other jjersuasions, and charged with
abominable principles and practices, to which they
were utter strangers. I told him this had always
been the case with new sects, and that, to put a stop
to such abuse, I imagined it might be well to pub-
lish the articles of their belief, and the rules of their

discipline. He said that it had been proj^osed among
them, but not agreed to, for this reason :

"' When we
were first drawn together as a society," said he,

"
it

had pleased God to enlighten our minds so far as to

see that some doctrines, which were esteemed truths,
were errors

;
and that others, which we had esteemed

errors, were real truths. From time to time, He has
been pleased to aftbrd us further light, and our prin-

ciples have been improving, and our errors diminish-

ing. Now we are not sure, that we are arrived at
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the end of this progression, and at the perfection of

spiritual or theological knowledge ;
and we fear, that,

if we should once print our confession of faith, we
should feel ourselves as if bound and confined by it,

and perhaps be unwilling to receive further improve-
ment

;
and our successors still more so, as conceiving

what their elders and founders had done to be some-

thing sacred, never to be departed from."

This modesty in a sect is, perhaps, a singular in-

stance in the history of mankind, every other sect

supposing itself in possession of all truth, and that

those who differ are so far in the wrong ;
like a man

traveling in foggy weather; those at some distance

before him on the road he sees wrapped up in the

fog, as well as those behind him, and also the people
in the fields on each side

;
but near him all appears

clear; though in truth he is as much in the fog as

any of them. To avoid this kind of embarrassment,
the Quakers have of late years been gradually de-

clining the public service in the Assembly and in

the magistracy, choosing rather to quit their power
than their principle.

In order of time, I should have mentioned before,

that having, in 1742, invented an open stove for the

better v^arming of rooms, and at the same time saving

fuel, as the fresh air admitted was warmed in enter-

ing, I made a present of the model to Mr. Robert

Grace, one of my early friends, who, having an iron

furnace, found the casting of the plates for these

stoves a very profitable thing, as they were growing
in demand. To promote that demand, I wrote and

published a pamphlet, entitled,
" An account of the

new-invented Pennsylvanian Fire-places ;
wherein

their construction and manner of operation are par-

ticularly explained; their advantages above every
other method of warming rooms demonstrated; and

all objections that have been raised against the

use of them, answered and obviated," &c. This pam-

phlet had a good effect; Governor Thomas was so

pleased with the construction of this stove, as described
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in it, that he offered to give me a patent for the

sole vending of them fur a term of years ;
but I

declined it, from a princijtle Avhicli has ever weighed
with me on such occasions, viz : That, as we enjoy
great advantages from the inventions of others, we
should he glad of an opportunity to serve others hy
any irivention of ours ,

and this we should do freely
aiid generously.
An ironmonger in London, however, assuming

a good deal of my pamphlet, and working it up
into his own, and making some small changes in

the machine, which rather hurt its operation, got
a patent for it there, and made, as I was told, a
little fortune by it. And this is not the only instance

of patents taken out of my inventions by others,

though not always with the same success ; which
I never contested, as having no desire of profiting

by patents myself, and hating disputes. The use
of these fire places in very many houses, both here
in Pennsylvania, and the neighboring states, has

been, and is, a great saving of wood to the inhabi-

tants.
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CnAPTEE IX.

Peace being concluded, and the association busi-

ness therefore at an end, I turned uij thouglits again
to the afi'air of establishing an academy. The first

step I took was to associate in the design a num-
ber of active friends, of whom the Junto furnished
a good part ;

the next was to write and publish
a pamphlet, entitled, Proposals relating to the Edi(r

cation of ITaidli in Pennsylvania. This I distri-

buted among the principal inhabitants gratis ;
and

as soon as I could suppose their minds a little pre-

pared by the perusal of it, I set on foot a subscription
for oj^ening and supporting an academy ;

it was
to be paid in quotas yearly for five years ; by so

dividing it, I judged the subscription might be larger;
and I believe it was so, amounting to no less, if

I remember right, than five thousand pounds.
In the introduction to these proposals, I stated their

publication not as an act of mine, but of some public-
spirited gentle7nen/ avoiding, as much as I could,

according to my usual rule, the presenting myself to

the public as the author of any scheme for their

benefit.

The subscribers, to carry the project into immediate

execution, chose out of their number twenty-four

trustees, and appointed Mr. Francis, then attorney-

general, and myself, to draw up constitutions for the

government of the academy ;
which being done and

signed, a house was hired, masters engaged, and the

schools opened ;
I think in the same year, 1749.

The scholars increasing fast, the house was soon

found too smaUj and we were looking out for a piece
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of ground, properly situated, with intent to build,
when accident threw into our way a large house ready
built, which, Math a few alterations, might well serve

our purpose. This was the building before mentioned,
erected by the hearers of Mr. Whitefield, and was
obtained for us in the following manner.

It is to be noted, that, the contributions to this

building being made by people of different sects, care

was taken in the nomination of trustees, in whom
the building and ground were to be vested, that a

predominancy should not be given to any sect, lest

in time that predominancy might be a means of ap-

propriating the whole to the use of such sect, con-

trarv to the oriijinal intention. It was for this reason

that one of each sect was appointed, viz : 07ie Church-

of-England man, one Presljyterian, one Baptist, one

Moravian, &c., who, in case of vacancy by death,
w^ere to till it by election from among the contribu-

tors. The Moravian happened not to please his col-

jeagues, and on his death they resolved to have no
other of that sect. The difficulty then Mas, how to

avoid having two of some other sect, by means of the

new choice.

Several persons were named, and, for that reason,
not agreed to. At length one mentioned me, with
the observation, that I Avas merely an honest man,
and of no sect at all, Mdiicli prevailed with them to

choose me. The enthusiasm M'hich existed when the

house M-as built, had long since abated, and its trus-

tees had not been able to procure fresh contributions

for paying the ground rent, and discharging some
other debts the building had occasioned, which em-
barrassed them greatly. Being now a member of

both boards of trustees, that for the building, and that

for the academy, I had a good opportunity of nego-

tiating with both, and brought them finally to an

agreement, by Avhich the trustees for the building
were to cede it to those of the academy ;

the latter

undertaking to discharge the debt, to keep forever

open in the building a large hall for occasional
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preachers, according to the original intention, and
maintain a free school for the instruction of poor chil-

dren. Writings were accordingly drawn
; and, on

paying the debts, the trustees of the academy were

put in possession of the premises; and, hy dividing
tlie great and lofty hall into stories and different

rooms, above and below, for the several schools, and

purchasing some additional ground, the whole was
soon made fit for our purpose, and the scholars re-

moved into the building. The whole care and trouble
of agreeing with the workmen, purchasing materials,
and superintending the work, fell upon me

;
and I

went through it the more cheerfully, as it did not then
interfere with my private business

; having the year
before taken a very able, industrious, and honest part-

ner, Mr. David Hall, with whose character I was well

acquainted, as he had worked for me four years. He
took off my hands all care of the printing office, pay-
ing me punctually my share of the profits. This

partnership continued eighteen years, successfully for

us both.

The trustees of the academy, after a while, were

incorporated by a charter from the governor; their

funds were increased by contributions in Britain, and

grants of land from the Proprietaries, to which the

Assembly has since made considerable addition
;
and

thus was established the present University of Phila-

delphia. I have been continued one of its trustees

from the beginning, now near forty years, and have
had the very great pleasure of seeing a number of

the youth, who have received their education in it,

distinguished by their improved abilities, serviceable
in public stations, and ornaments to their country.
"When 1 was disengaged myself, as above men-

tioned, from' private business, I flattered myself that,

by the sufficient though moderate fortune I had ac-

quired, I had found leisure during the rest of my life

for philosophical studies and amusements. I pur-
chased all Dr. Spence's apparatus, who had come
irom England to lecture in Philadelphia, and I
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proceeded in my electrical experiments with great

alacrity ;
but the public, now considering me as a man

of leisure, laid Imld pt" me for their purposes; every
part of our civil government, and almost at the same

time, imposing some duty upon me. The governor put
me into the commission of the peace; the corporation
of the city chose me one of tlie common council,
and soon after alderman

;
and the citizens at large

elected me a burgess to represent them in the Assem-

bly. This latter station was the more agreeal)le to

me, as I grew, at length, tired with sitting there to

hear the debates, in which, as clerk, I could take no

part; and which were often so uninteresting, that I

was induced to amuse mvself with makinoj macric

squares or circles, or any thing to avoid weariness
;

and I conceived my becoming a member would en-

large my power of doing good. I would not however

insinuate, that my ambition was not flattered by all

these promotions; it certainly was, for, considering

my low beginning, they were great things to me
;

and they were still more pleasing, as being so many
spontaneous testimonies of the public good opinion,
and by me entirely unsolicited.

The office of justice of the peace I tried a little,

by attending a few courts, and sitting on the bench
to hear causes ; but findino- that more knowledije
of the common law than I possessed was necessary
to act in that station with credit, I gradually withdrew
from it

; excusing myself b}^ being obliged to attend

the higher duties of a legislator in the Assembly.
My election to this trust was repeated every year for

ten years, without my ever asking any elector for his

vote, or signifying, either directly or indirectly, any
desire of being chosen. On taking my seat in the.

House, my son was appointed their clerk.

The year following, a treaty being to be held with

the Indians at Carlisle, the governor sent a mes-

sage to the House, proposing that they should

nominate some of their members, to be joined with

some members of council, as commissioners for that
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purpose. Tlie House named tlie Speaker (Mr. NoVris)
and myself; and, being commissioned, we went to

Carlisle, and met the Indians accordingly.
As those people are extremely apt to get drunk,

and, when so, are very quarrelsome and disorderly,
we strictly forbade tlie selling any liquor to them

;

and, when they complained of this restriction, we
told them, that, if they would continue sober during
the treaty, we would give them plenty of rum when
the business was over. They promised this, and

they kept their promise, because they covild get no

rum, and the treaty was conducted very orderly,
and concluded to mutual satisfaction. They then

claimed and received the rum
;

this was in the

afternoon
; they were near one hundred men, women,

and children, . and w^ere lodged in temporary cabins,
built in the form of a square, just without the tow^n.

In the evening, hearing a great noise among them,
the commissioners walked to see what was the mat-

ter. We found they had made a great bonfire in

the middle of the square; they M^ere all drunk, men
and women, quarreling and fighting. Their dark-

colored bodies, half-naked, seen only by the gloomy
light of the bonfire, running after and beating one

another with firebrands, accompanied by their horrid

yellings, formed a scene the most resembling our

ideas of hell that could well be imagined ;
there

was no appeasing the tumult, and we retired to our

lodging. At midnight a number of them came

thundering at our door, demanding more rum, of

which we took no notice.

The next day, sensible they had misbehaved, in

giving us that disturbance, they sent three of their

old counselors to make their apology. The orator

acknowledged the fault, but laid it upon the rum;
and then ende-avored to excuse the rum, by saying,
" The Great Spirit, who made all things, made every

thing for some use, and whatever use he designed

any thing for, that use it should always be put to.

Now, when he nuxde rum, he said,
'
l^ct this be for
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• the Indians to get dnmk unth ;
' and it must be so."

And, indeed, if it be the design of providence to

extirpate these savages, in order to make room for

the cultivators of the earth, it seems not impossible
that rum may be the appointed means. It has al-

read}^ annihilated all the tribes who formerly in-

habited the seacoast.

In 1751, Dr. Tliomas Bond, a particular friend of

mine, conceived the idea of establishing a hospital
in Philadelphia, (a very beneficent design, which
lias been ascribed to me, but was originally and

truly his,) for the reception and cure of poor sick

jjersons, whether inhabitants of the province or

strangers. He was zealous and active in endeavor-

ing to procure subscriptions for it
; but, the proposal

being a novelty in America, and, at first, not well

understood, he met with but little success.

At length he came to me with the compliment,
that he found there was no such a thing as carrying
a public sjjirited project through without my being
concerned in it.

"
For," said he,

" I am often

asked by those to whom I propose subscribing. Have

you consulted Franldin on this business? And tvhat

does he thinh of it f And when I tell them, that I

have not, supposing it rather out of your line, they
do not subscribe, but say, they will consider it.'''* I

inquired into the nature and probable utility of this

scheme, and, receiving from him a very satisfactory

exjjlanation, I not only subscribed to it myself, but

engaged heartily in the design of procuring subscrip-
tions from others. Previously, however, to the so-

licitation, I endeavored to prepare the minds of the

people, by writing on the subject in the newspapers,
which was my usual custom in such cases, but which
Dr. Bond had omitted.

The subscriptions afterwards were more free and

generous ; but, beginning to flag, I saw they would
be insufficient without some assistance from the

Assembly, and, therefore, proposed to petition for

it which was done. The country members did not,
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at first, relish the project; they objected that it

could only be serviceable to the city, and therefore,

the citizens alone should be at the expense of it
;

and they doubted whether the citizens themselves

generally approved of it. My allegation, on the

contrary, that it met with such approbation as to

leave no doubt of orr being able to raise two thou-

sand pounds by voluntary donations, they considered,

as a most extravagant supposition, and utterly im-

possible.
On this I formed mj plan ; and, asking leave to

bring in a bill for incorporating the contributors

according to the prayer of their petition, and grant-

ing them a blank sum of money, which leave was
obtained chiefly on the consideration, tliat the House
could throw the bill out if they did not like it; I

drew it so as to make the important clause a con-

ditional one; viz: "And be it enacted, by the au-

thority afoi'esaid, that, when the said contributors

shall have met and chosen their managers and

treasurer, and shall have raised, by their contribu-

tions, a capital stock of two thousand pounds' value,

(the yearly interest of which is to be applied to the

accommodation of the sick poor in the said hospital,
and of charge for diet, attendance, advice, and

medicines,) and sJiall make the same appear to the

satisfaction of the /Speaker of the Assembly fm^ the

t/ime being / that then it shall and may be lawful

for the said Sj^eaker, and he is hereby required, to

sign an order on the provincial treasurer, for the

payment of two thousand pounds, in two yearly pay-
ments, to the treasurer of the said hospital, to be

applied to the founding, building, and finishing of

the same."
Tliis condition carried the bill through ;

for the

members, who had opposed the grant, and now
conceived they might have the credit of being cha-

ritable, without the expense, agreed to its passage ;

and then, in soliciting subscriptions among the peo-

ple, w^e urged the conditional promise of the law
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as an additional motive to give, since every man's
donation would be doubled

;
thus the clause worked

both ways. The subscriptions accordingly soon ex-

ceeded the requisite sum, and we claimed and
received the public gift, which enabled us to carry
the design into execution. A convenient and hand-

some building was soon erected ;
the institution

has by constant experience been found useful, and
flourishes to this day ;

and I do not remember any
of my political manoiuvres, the success of which at

the time gave me more pleasure ;
or wherein, after

thinking of it, I more easily excused myself for hav-

ing made some use of cunning.
It was about this time that another projector, the

Reverend Gilbert Tennent, came to me with a request,
that I would assist him in procuring a subscription
for erecting a new meeting house. It was to be for

the use of a congregation he had gathered among the

the Presbyterians, who were originally disciples of

Mr. Whitefield. Unwilling to make myself disagree-
able to my fellow citizens, by too frequently soliciting
their contributions, I absolutely refused. He then
desired I would furnish him with a list of the names
of persons I knew by experience to be generous and

public spirited. I thought it would be unbecoming in

me, after their kind compliance with my solicita-

tions, to mark them out to be worried by other beg-

gars, and therefore refused to give such a list. He
then desired I would at least give him my advice.
" That I will readily do," said I

;

"
and, in the first

place, I advise you to apply to all those, who you
know will give something; next to those who you
are uncertain whether they will give any thing or not,
and show them the list of those who have given ;

and lastly, do not neglect those, who you are sure will

give nothing ;
for in some of them you may be mis-

taken." He laughed and thanked me, and said he
w^ould take my advice. He did so, for he asked of

everybody ;
and he obtained a much larger sum

than he expected, with which he erected the capa*
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cious and elegant meeting house that stands in Arch
street.

Our citv, thono;h laid out with a beautiful reo;ular-

itj, the streets large, straight, and crossing each other

at right angles, had the disgrace of suffering those

streets to remain long unpaved, and in wet weather
the wheels of heavy carriages ploughed them into a

quagmire, so that it was difficult to cross them
;
and

in dry weather the dust was offensive. I had lived

near what was called the Jersey Market, and saw with

pain the inhabitants wading in mud, while purchasing
their provisions. A strip of ground down the middle
of that market was at length paved with brick, so

that, being once in the market, they had firm footing ;

but were often over shoes in dirt to get there. By
talking and writing on the subject, I was at length
instrumental in getting the street paved with stouo

between the market and the brick foot pavement, that

was on the side next the houses. This, for some time,

gave an easy access to the market dry-shod ; but, the
rest of the street not being paved, whenever a carriage
came out of the mud upon this pavement, it shook
off and left its dirt upon it, and it was soon covered
with mire, which was not removed; the city as yet
havino; no scavengers.

After some inquiry, I found a poor industrious man,
who was willing to undertake keeping the pavement
clean, by sweeping it twice a week, carrying off the
dirt from before all the neighbors' doors, for the sum
of sixpence per month, to be paid by each house.

I then wrote and printed a paper, setting forth the

advantages to the neighborhood, that might be ob-

tained from this small expense ;
the greater ease in

keeping our houses clean, so much dirt not being
brought in by people's feet

;
the benefit to the shops

by more custom, as buyers could more easily get at

them
;
and by not having, in windy weather, the

dust blown in upon their goods, &c., &c. I sent one
of these papers to each house, and in a day or two
went round to see who would subscribe an agree-
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ment to "paj these sixpences ;
it was imanimously

'

signed, and for a time well executed. All the in-

habitants of the city were delighted with the cleanli-

ness of the pavement that surrounded the market, it

being a convenience to all, and this raised a general
desire to have all the streets paved ;

and made the

people more willing to submit to a tax for that pur-

pose.
After some time I drew a bill for paving the citj,

and brought it into the Assembly. It was just be-

fore I went to England, in 1757, and did not pass
till I was gone, and then with an alteration in the

mode of assessment, which I thought not for the

better
;
but with an additional provision for lighting

as well as paving the streets, which was a great im-

provement. It was by a private person, the late Mr.
John Clifton, giving a sample of the utility of lamps,

by placing one at his door, that the people were
first impressed with the idea of lighting all the city.
The honor of this public benefit has also been ascribed

to me, but it belongs truly to that gentleman. I did

but follow his example, and have only some merit to

claim respecting the form of our lamps, as differing
from the globe lamps we were at first supplied with

from London. They were found inconvenient in

these respects : they admitted no air below
;

the

smoke, therefore, did not readily go out above, but
circulated in the globe, lodged on its inside, and
Boon obstructed the light they were intended to afford,

giving, besides, the daily trouble of wiping them
clean

;
and an accidental stroke on one of them would

demolish it, and render it totally useless. I therefore

suggested the composing them of fVjur fiat panes, with
a long funnel above to draw up the smoke, and cre-

vices admitting the air below to facilitate the ascent

of the smoke; by this means they were kept clean,
and did not grow dark in a few hours, as the London

lamps do, but continued bright till morning: and an
accidental stroke would generally break but a single

pane, easily repaired.
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I have sometimes wondered that the Londoners
did not, from the effect holes in the bottom of the

globe lamps used at Vaiixhall have in keeping them
clean, learn to have such holes in their street

lamps. But, these holes being made for another

purpose, viz. to communicate flame more suddenly
to the wick by a little flax hanging down through
them, the other use, of letting in air, seems not to

have been thought of
; and, therefore, after the

lamps have been lit a few hours, the streets of
London are very poorly illuminated.

The mention of these improvements puts me in
mind of one I proposed, when in London, to Dr.

Fothergill, who was among the best men I have
known, and a great promoter of useful projects. I
had observed, that the streets, when dry, were never

swept, and the light dust carried away ;
but it was

suffered to accumulate till wet weather reduced it to

mud
;
and then, after lying some days so deep on the

pavement that there was no crossing but in paths kept
clean by poor people with brooms, it was with great
labor raked together and thrown up into carts, open
above, the sides of which suffered some of the slush,
at every jolt on the pavement, to shake out and fall;
sometimes to the annoyance of foot passengers. The
reason given for not sweeping the dusty streets, was,
that the dust would fly into the windows of shopts
and houses.

An accidental occurrence had instructed me how
much sweeping might be done in a little time. I
found at my door in Craven street, one morning, a

poor woman sweeping my pavement with a birch

broom; she appeared very, pale and feeble, as just
come out of a lit of sickness. I asked who employed
her to sweep there

;
she said,

"
Nobody ;

but I am
poor and in distress, and I sweeps before gentlefolk-
eses doors, and hopes they will give me something."
I bid her sweep the whole street clean, and I would

give her a shilling ;
this was at nine o'clock

;
at noon

she came for the shilling. From the slowness I saw
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at first in her working, I could scarce believe that the

work was done so soon, and sent my servant to ex-

amine it, who reported that the whole street was swept

perfectl}^ clean, and all the dust placed in the gutter
which was in the middle

;
and the next rain washed

it quite awav, so that the pavement and even the

hennel were perfectly clean.

I then judged, that, if that feeble woman could

sweep such a street in three hours, a strong active

man might have done it in half the time. And here

let me remark, the convenience of having but one

wutter in such a narrow street running down its

middle instead of two, one on each side near the foot-

way. For where all the rain that falls on a street

runs from the sides and meets in the middle, it forms

there a current strong enough to wash away all the

mud it meets with
; but, when divided into two chan-

nels, it is often too weak to cleanse either, and only
makes the mud it finds more fluid

;
so that the wheels

of carriages and feet of horses throw and dash it

upon the foot pavement, which is thereby rendered

foul and slippery, and sometimes splash it upon
those who are walking. My proposal, communicated
to the Doctor, was as follows :

"For the more efl:ectually cleaning and keeping
clean the streets of London and Westminster, it is

proposed, that the several watchmen be contracted

with to have the dust swept up in dry seasons, and

the mud raked up at other times, each in the several

streets and lanes of his round ; that they be furnished

with brooms and other proper instruments for these

purposes, to be kept at tiieir respective stands, ready
to furnish the poor peoj^le they may employ in the

service.

"That in the dry summer months the dust be all

swept up into heaps at proper distances, before the

shops and windows of houses are usually opened ;

when scavengers, with close covered carts, shall also

carry it all away.
"That the mud, when raked up, be not left in
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heaps to be spread abroad again by the wheels of

carriages and trampling off horses
;
but tliat the sca-

vengers be provided with bodies of carts, not ])Laccd

high upon wheels, but low upon sliders, with lattice

bottoms, which, being covered with straw, will retain

the mud thrown into them, and permit the water to

drain from it
; wliereby it will become much lighter,

water making the greatest part of the weight. These

bodies of carts to be placed at convenient distances,
and the mud brought to them in wheelbarrows; they

remainiug where placed till the mud is drained, and
then horses brought to draw them away."

I liave since liad doubts of the practicability of the

latter part of this proposal, in all places, on account

of the narrowness of some streets, and the difficulty of

placing the draining sleds, so as not to encumber
too much the passage ;

but I am still of opinion, that

the former, requiring the dust to be swept up and
carried away before the shops are open, is very prac-
ticable in the summer, when the days are long ; for,

in walking through the Strand and Fleet street, one

morning at seven o'clock, I observed there was not

one shop open, though it had been daylight, and the

sun up above three hours
;
the inhabitants of London

choosing, voluntarily, to live much by candle light,

and sleep by sunshine; and yet often complain, a

little absurdly, of the duty on candles, and the high

price of tallow.

Some n^ay think these trifling matters not worth

minding or relating ; but, when they consider, that,

though dust blown into the eyes of a single person,
or into a single shop, in a windy day, is but of small

importance, yet the great number of the instances in

a populous city, and its frequent repetition, gives
it weight and consequence, perhaps they will not

censure, very severely, those who bestow some atten-

tion to affairs of this seemingly low nature. Human
felicity is produced, not so much by great pieces
of good fortune that seldom happen, as by little ad-

vantages that occur every day. Thus, if you teach a

10 Gr
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poor young man to shave himself, and keep liis razor

in order, yon may contriLnte more to the happiness
of his life"^ tlian in giving him a thousand guineas.
This sum may be soon spent, the regret only re-

maining of having foolishly consumed it; but, in the

other case, lie escapes the frequent vexation of ^vait-

ing for barbers, and of their sometimes dirty fingers,

oliensive breaths, and dull razors
;
he shaves wlien

most convenient to him, and enjoys, daily, the plea-
sure of its being done with a good instrument. With
these sentiments I have hazarded the few preceding

pages, hoping they may aftbrd hints, which, some
time or other, may be useful to a city I love, having
lived many years in it very happily, and, perhaps, to

some of om* towns in America.

Having been some time employed by the post-
master general of America, as his comptroller in

regulating several offices, and bringing the officers

to account, I was, upon his death, in 1753, appointed,

jointly with Mr. William Hunter, to succeed him,

Ijy a commission from the postmaster general in

England. The American office had, hitherto, never

paid any thing to that of Britain. We were to have
six hundred pounds a year between us, if we could

make that sum out of the profits of the office. To
do this, a variety of improvements was necessary ;

some of these were inevitablj", at first, expensive;
so that, in the first four years, the office became
above nine hmidred pounds in debt to us. But it

soon after began to repay us
; and, before I was

displaced by a freak of the ministers, of which I

sluill speak hereafter, we had brought it to yield
three times as nmch clear revenue to the crown as

the post office of Ireland. Since that imprudent
transaction, they have received from it— not one

farthing !

The business of the post office occasioned my
taking a journey, this year, to JSTew England, where
the College of Cambridge, of their own motion, pre-
sented me with the degree of Master of Arts. Yalo
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College, in Connecticut, had before made me a

similar compliment. Thus, without studying in any
college, I came to partake of their honors. They
were conferred in consideration of my improvements
and discoveries in the electric branch of natural

philosophy.

CHAPTER X.

In 1754, war with France being again appre-

hended, a congress of commissioners from the dif-

ferent colonies, was, by an order of the lords of

trade, to be assembled at Albany ;
there to confer

with the chiefs of the Six Nations, concerning the

means of defending both their country and ours.

Governor Hamilton, having received this order, ac-

quainted the House with it, requesting they would
furnish proper presents for the Indians, to be given on
this occasion

;
and naming the Speaker (Mr. JS^orris)

and myself, to join Mr, John Penn and Mr. Secretary

Peters, as commissioners to act for Pennsylvania.
The House approved the nomination, and provided
the goods for the presents, though they did not much
like treating out of the province ;

and we met the

other commissioners at Albany about- the middle of

June.
In our way thither, I projected and drew up a plan

for the Union of all the colonies under one govern-

ment, so far as might be necessary for defense, and
other important general purposes. As we passed

through New York, I had there shown my project to

Mr. James Alexander and Mr. Kennedy, two gentle-
men of great knowledge in public aifairs

; and, being
fortified' by their approbation, I ventured to lay it
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before the congress. It tlien appeared, that several

of the commissioners liad formed plans of the same
kind. A previous question was first taken, whether a
union should be established, which passed in the

affirmative unanimously. A committee was then ap-

pointed, one member from each colony, to consider

the several plans and report. Mine happened to be

preferred, and, with a few amendments, was accord-

ingly reported.

By this plan the general government was to be
administered by a President-general, appointed and

supported by the crown
;
and a grand council was to

be chosen by the representatives of the people of the

several colonies, met in their respective assemblies.

The debates upon it in congress went on daily, hand
in hand with the Indian business. Many objections
and difficulties were started

;
but at length they were

all overcome, and the plan was unanimously agreed
to, and copies ordered to be transmitted to the Board
of Trade and to the Assemblies of the several pro-
vinces. Its fate was singular ;

the Assemblies did
not adopt it, as they all thought there was too much
'prerogative in it

;
and in England it was judged to

have too much of the democratic. The Board of

Trade did not approve it, nor recommend it for the

the approbation of his Majesty ;
but another scheme

was formed, supposed to answer the same pur^^ose
better, whereby the governors of the provinces, with
some members of their respective councils, ^ere to

meet and order the raising of troops, building of forts,

(fee, and to draw on the treasury of Great Britain for

the expense, which was afterwards to be refunded by
an act of Parliament laying a tax on America. My
plan, with my reasons in support of it, is to be
found among my political papers that were printed.

Being the winter following in Boston, I had much
conversation with Governor Shirley upon both the

plans. Part of what passed between us on this occa-
sion may also be seen among those papers, Tlie

ditferent and contrary reasons of dislike to my plan
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makes me suspect that it was reall} the true medium
;

and I am still of opinion, it would Lave been happj
for both sides, if it had been adopted. The colonies

so united would have been sufficiently strong to have
defended themselves

;
there would then have been no

need of troops from England ;
of course the subse-

quent pretext for taxing America, and the bloody con-

test it occasioned, would have been avoided. But
such mistakes are not new

; history is full of the

errors of states and j)rinces.

"Look round the habitable world, how few
Know their own good, or, knowing it, pursue !"

Those who govern, having much business on their

hands, do not generally like to take the trouble of

considering and carrying into execution new projects.
The best public measm'es are therefore seldom adopted
from previous wisdom, but forced by the occasion.

The Governor of Pennsylvania, in sending it down
to the Assembly, exj)ressed his apj^robation of the

plan,
" as appearing to him to be drawn up with

great clearness and strength of judgment, and there-

fore recommended it as well worthy of their closest

and most serious attention." The House, however, by
the management of a certain member, took it up
when I happened to be absent, which I thought not

very fair, and reprobated it without paying any atten-

tion to it at all, to my no small mortification.

In my joiTrney to Boston this year, I met at New
York with our new governor, Mr. Morris, just arrived

there from England, with whom I had been before

intimately acquainted. He brought a commission to

supersede Mr. Hamilton, who, tired with the disputes
his proprietary instructions subjected him to, had
resisrued. Mr. Morris asked me, if I thouo-ht he must

expect as uncomfortable an administration. I said," No
; you may on the contrary have a very com-

fortable one, if you will only take care not to enter

into any dispute with the Assembly."
" My dear

friend," said he pleasantly, "how can you advise my
avoiding disputes ? You know I love disputing, it is
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one of mj greatest pleasures ; however, to show the

regard I have for your counsel, I promise you I will,
if possible, avoid them." lie had some reason for

loving to dispute, being eloquent, an acute sophister,
and therefore generally successful in argumentative
conversation. He had been brought up to it from
a boy, his father, as I have heard, accustoming his

children to dispute with one another for his diversion,
while sitting at tal)le after dinner; but I think the

practice was not wise, for, in the course of my obser-

vation, those disputing, contradicting, and confuting

people, are generally unfortunate in their affairs.

They get victory sometimes, but they never get good
will, which would be of more use to them. We
parted, he going to Philadelphia, and I to Boston.

In returning, I met at New York with the votes

of the Assembly of Pennsylvania, by which it ap-

peared, that, notwithstanding his promise to me, he
and the Plouse were already in high contention

;
and

it was a continual battle between them, as long as

he retained the government. I had my share of it
;

for, as soon as I got back to my seat in tlie Assem-

bly, I was put on every committee for answering his

speeches and messages, and by the committees always
desired to make the drafts. Our answers, as well as

his messages, were often tart, and sometimes inde-

cently abusive; and, as he knew I wrote for the

Assembly, one might have imagined, that, when we
met, we could hardly avoid cutting throats. But he
was 80 good natured a man, that no personal differ-

ence between him and me was occasioned by the

contest, and we often dined together.
One afternoon, in the height of this public quarrel,

we met in the street. "Franklin," said he, "you
must go home with me and spend the evening; I

am to have some company that you will like ;" and,

taking me by the arm, led me to his house. In gay
conversation over our wine, after supper, he told us

jokingly, that he much admired the idea of Sancho

Panza, who, when it was proposed to give him a
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government, requested it might be a government of

blacks; as then, if he could not agree with his

people, he might sell them. One of his friends, who
sat next to me, said,

"
Franklin, why do you continue

to side with those damned Quakers ? Had you not

better sell them ? The Proprietor would giv-e you a

good price." "The governor," said I, "has not yet
hlacked them enough." He indeed had labored hard
to blacken the Assembly in all his messages, but

they wiped off his coloring as fast as he laid it on,
and placed it, in return, thick upon his own face; so

that, finding he was likely to be negrofied himself,

he, as well as Mr. Hamilton, grew tired of the contest,
and quitted the government.

These public quarrels were all at bottom owing to

the Proprietaries, our hereditary governors ; who,
when any expense was to be incurred for the defense

of their province, with incredible meanness, instructed

their deputies to pass no act for levying the necessary
taxes, unless their vast estates were in the same act

expressly exonerated; and they had even taken the

bonds of these deputies to observe such instructions.

The Assemblies for three years held out against this

injustice, though constrained to bend at last. At

length Captain Denny, who was Governor Morris'

successor, ventured to disobey those instructions
;
how

that was brought about, I shall show hereafter.

But I am got forward too fast with my story ;
there

are still some transactions to be mentioned, that hap-

pened during the administration of Governor Morris.

War being in a manner commenced with France,
the government of Massachusetts Bay projected an
attack upon Crown Point, and sent Mr. Quincy to

Pennsylvania, and Mr. Pownall, afterwards Governor

Pownall, to New York, to solicit assistance. As I

was in tl^e Assembly, knew its temper, and was Mr.

Quincy's countryman, he applied to me for my influ-

ence and assistance. I dictated his address to them,
which was well received. They voted an aid of ten

thousand pounds, to be laid out in provisions. But,
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the governor refusing Jiis assent to their bill, (which
included this with other sums granted for the use of

the crown,) unless a clause were inserted, exempting
the proprietary estate from bearing any part of the

tax that would be necessary ;
tiie Assembly, though

very desirous of making their grant to New England
effectual, were at a loss how to accomplish it. Mr.

Quincy labored hard with the governor to obtain his

assent, but he was obstinate.

I then suggested a method of doing the business

without the go^'ernor, by ordei's on the trustees of the

Loan Othce, which, by law, the Assembly had the

right of drawing. There was, indeed, little or no

money at the time in the office, and, therefore, I pro-

posed that the orders should be payable in a year,
and to bear an interest of five per cent. AVith these

orders I supposed the jjrovisions might easily be

purchased. The Assembly, with very little hesita-

tion, adopted the proposal. The orders were im-

mediately printed, and I was one of the committee
directed to sign and dispose of them. The fund
for paying them was the interest of all the paper
cuiTcncy then extant in the province upon loan,
together with the revenue arisinor from the excise,

which, being known to be more than sufficient, they
obtained credit, and were not only taken in pay-
ment for the provisions, but many moneyed people,
who had cash lying by them, vested it in those

orders, which they found advantageous, as they bore
interest while upon hand, and might, on any occa-

sion, be used as money. So that they were eagerly
all bought up, and in a few weeks none of them
w^as to be seen. Thus this important affiiir was by
my means completed. Mr. Quincy returned thanks
to the Assembly in a handsome memorial, went
home highly pleased with the success of his^embassy,
and ever after bore for me the most cordial and
aifectionate friendship.
The British government, not choosing to permit

the union of the colonies, as proposed at Albany,
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and to trust that union with their defense, lest they
should thereby grow too military, and feel their own

strength, suspicion and jealousies at this time being
entertained of them, sent over General Braddock
with two regiments of regular English troops for that

purpose. He landed at Alexandria, in Virginia, and
thence marched to Frederictown, in Maryland, where
he halted for carriages. Our Assembly, apprehend
ins:, from some information, that he had received

violent prejudices against them, as averse to the

service, wished me to wait upon him, not as from

them, but as postmaster general, under the guise of

proposing to settle with him the mode of conducting
with most celerity and certainty, the dispatches be-

tween him and the governors of the several pro-

vinces, with whom he must necessarily have continual"

correspondence ;
and of which they proj^osed to pay

the expense. My son accompanied me on this

journey.
We found the General at Frederictown, waiting

impatiently for the return of those he had sent

through the back parts of Maryland and Virginia to

collect wagons. 1 stayed with him several days,
dined with him daily, and had full opportunities of

removing his prejudices, by the information of what
the Assembly had, before his arrival, actually done,
and were still willing to do, to facilitate his operations.
When I M^as about to depart, the returns of wagons to

be obtained were brought in, by which it appeared,
that they amounted only to twenty-live, and not all

of those were in serviceable condition. The General
and all the officers were surprised, declared the ex-

pedition was then at ^an end, being impossible ;
and

exclaimed against the ministers for ignorantly sending
them into a country destitute of the means of con-

veying their stores, baggage, &c., not less than one
hundred and fifty waggons being necessary.

I happened to say, I thought it was a pity they had
not been landed in Pennsylvania, as in that country
almost every farmer had his wagon. The General
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eagerly laid hold of my words, and said,
" Tlien you,

Sir, who are a man of interest there, can probably
procure them for us

;
and I beg you will undertake

it." I asked what terms were to be offered the owners
of the wagons; and I was desired to put on paper
the terms that appeared to me necessary. This I did,
and they were agreed to, and a commission and in-

structions accordingly prepared immediately. What
those terms were will appear in the advertisement I

published as soon as I arrived at Lancaster
;
which

being, from the great and sudden effect it produced,
a piece of some curiosity, I shall insert it at length
as follows.

" Advertisement.

"Lancaster, April 20th, 1755.

"
Whereas, one hundred and fifty wagons, with four

horses to each wagon, and fifteen hundred saddle or

pack horses, are wanted for the service of his Ma-

jesty's forces, now about to rendezvous at Will's

Creek
;
and his Excellency General Braddock having

been pleased to empower me to contract for the hire

of the same; I hereby give notice, tbat I shall attend

for that purpose at Lancaster from this day to next

Wednesday evening ;
and at York from next Thurs-

day morning, till Friday evening ;
where I shall be

ready to agree for wagons and t6ams, or single horses,
on the following terms

;
viz : 1. That there shall be

paid for each wagon, with four good horses and a

driver, fifteen shillings per diem ; and for each able

horse with a pack saddle, or other saddle and furni-

ture, two shillings per diem ; and for each able horse

without a saddle, eighteen pence 2^^^ diem,. 2, That
the pay commence from the time of their joining the

forces at Will's Creek, which must be on or before the

20th of May ensuing, and that a reasonable allowance
be paid over and above for the time necessary for

theij" traveling to Will's Creek and home again after

their discharge. 3. Each wagon and team, and every
sa.''*s or pack horse is to be valued by indiflfereut
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persons chosen between me and the owner; and, in
case of the loss of any wagon, team, or other horse in
the service, the price according to such valuation is

to be allowed and paid. 4, Seven days' pay is to be
advanced and paid in hand by me to the owner of
each wagon and team, or horse, at the time of con-

tracting, if required ;
and the remainder to be paid

by General Braddock, or by the paymaster of the

army, at the time of their discharge ;
or from time to

time, as it shall be demanded. 5. No drivers of wa-

gons, or persons taking care of the hired horses, are
on any account to be called upon to do the duty of

soldiers, or be otherwise employed than in con-

ducting or taking care of their carriages or horses.
6. All oats, Indian corn, or other forage that wagons
or horses bring to the camjj, more than is necessary
for the subsistence of the horses, is to be taken for the
use of the army, and a reasonable j)rice paid for the
same.

"Note.— My son, William Franklin, is empowered
to enter into like contracts with any person in Cum-
berland county. B. Fkanexin."

" To tlie Inhalntants of the Counties of Lancastery
York^ and Cuinberland.

" Friends and Countrymen,

"Being occasionally at the camp, at Frederic,
a few days since, I found the general and officers

extremely exasperated on account of their not being
supplied with horses and carriages, which had been

expected from this province, as most able to furnish
them

; but, through the dissensions between our
Governor and Assembly, money had not been pro-
vided, nor any steps taken for that purpose." It was projjosed to send an armed force imme-

diately into these counties, to seize as many_ of the
best carriages and horses as should be wanted, and

compel as many persons into the service as would be

necessary to drive and take care of them.
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" I apprehended, that the progress of British

soldiers through these counties on such an occasion,

especially considering the temper they are in, and
their resentment against us, would be attended

with many and gi'eat inconveniences to the inha-

bitants, and therefore, more willingly, took the

trouble of trying first what might be done by fair and

equitable means. The jjeople of these back counties

have lately complained to the Assembly, that a suf-

ficient currency was wanting ; you have an oppor-

tunity of receiving, and dividing among you, a very
considerable sum; fur, if the service of this expedition
should continue, as it is more than probable it will,

for one hundred and twenty days, the hire of these

wagons and horses will amount to upwards of thirty
thousand pounds ;

which M'ill be paid you in silver

and gold, of the king's money.
" The service will be light and easy, for the army

will scarce march above twelve miles per day, and
the wairons, and bajriraffe horses, as thev carrv those

things that are absolutely necessary to the welfare of

the army, must march with the army, and no faster
;

and are, for the army's sake, always placed where

they can be most secm'e, whether in a march or in a

camp.
"If you are really, as I believe you are, good

and loyal subjects to his majesty, you may now do a

most acceptable service, and make it eat-y to your-
selves

;
for three or four of such as cannot separately

spare from the business of their plantations, a wagon
and four horses and a driver, mav do it to2;ether ; one

furnishing the wagon, another one or two horses,
and another the driver, and divide the pay propor-

tionably between you. But if you do not this service

to your king and countiy voluntarily, when such

good pay and reasonable terms are olfered to you,

your loyalty will be strongly suspected. The king's
business must be done

;
so many brave trooj)S, come

so far for your defense, must not stand idle through
yom" backwardness to do what may be reasonably
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expected from you ; wagons and liorses must be had
;

violent measures will probably be used
;
and you

will be left to seek for a recompense where you
can find it, and your case, perhaps, be little pitied
or regarded.
"I have no particular interest in this affair, as,

except the satisfaction of endeavoring to do good,
I shall have only my labor for my pains. If this

method of obtaining the wagons and hoi'ses is not

likely to succeed, I am obliged to send word to the

general in fourteen days ;
and I suppose Sir John

St. Clair, the hussar, with a body of soldiers, will

immediately enter the province for the purpose ;

which I shall be sorry to hear, because I am very
sincerely and truly, yom- friend and well-wisher,

"B. Feanklin."

I received of the general about eight hundred

pounds, to be disbursed in advance money to the

wagon owners
; but, that sum being insufficient, I

advanced upwards of two hundred pounds more;
and in two weeks the one hundred and fifty wagons,
with two hundred and fifty-nine carrying horses

were on their march for the camp. The advertise-

ment promised payment according to the valuation,

in case any wagons or horses should bo lost. The

owners, however, alleging they did not know General

Braddock, or what dependence might be had on his

promise, insisted on my bond for the performance;
which I accordingly gave them.

While I was at the camp, supping one evening,
with the officers of Co]pnel Dunbar's regiment, he

represented to me his concern for the subalterns,

who, he said, were generally not in affluence, and

could ill aftbrd, in this dear country, to lay in

the stores that might be necessary in so long a

march througii a wilderness, where nothing was to

be purchased. I commiserated their case, and re-

solved to "endeavor procuring them some relief. I

Bald nothing, however, to him, of niy intention, but
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wrote the next morning to the committee of the

Assembly, who had tlie disposition of some public

money, warmly recommending the case of these

officers to their consideration, and proj^osmg that a

present should be sent them of necessaries and re-

freshments. My son, who had some experience of

a camp life, and of its wants, drew up a list for

me, which I enclosed in my letter. The committee

approved, and used such diligence, that, conducted

by my son, the stores arrived at the camp as soon

as the wagons. They consisted of twenty parcels,
each containing

6 lbs. loaf sugar. I Gloucester cheese.

6 do. Muscovado do. 1 keg containing 20 lbs. good butter.

1 do. green tea. 2 dozen old Madeira wine.

1 do. bohea do. 2 gallons Jamaica spii-its.

6 do. ground coffee. 1 bottle flour of mustard.
6 do. chocolate. 2 well-cured hams.

^ chest best white biscuit J dozen dried tongues.

I lb. pepper. 6 lbs. rice.

1 quart white vinegar. 6 lbs. raisins.

These parcels, well packed, were placed on as

many horses, each parcel, with the horse, being in-

tended as a present for one officer. They were very
thankfully received, and the kindness acknowledged
by letters to me, from the colonels of both regiments,
in the most grateful terms. The general, too, was

highly satisfied with my conduct in procuring him
the wagons, and readily paid my account of dis-

bursements
; thanking me repeatedly, and requesting

my further assistance in sending provisions after

him. I undertook this, also, and was busily em-

ployed in it till we heard^ of his defeat
;

advan-

cing for the service, of my own money, upwards
of one thousand pounds sterling; of which I sent

him an account. It came to his hands, luckily for

me, a few days before the battle, and he returned

me immediately an order on the paymaster for the

round sum of one thousand pounds, leaving the

remainder to the next account. I consider this
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payment as good luck, having never been able to

obtain that remainder; of which more hereafter.

This general was, I tliink, a brave man, and might
probably have made a figure as a good officer in

some European war. But he had too much self-

confidence, too high an opinion of the validity of

regular troops, and too mean a one of both Ameri-
cans and Indians. George Croghan, our Indian in-

terpreter, joined him on his march with one hundred
of those people, who might have been of great use

to his army as guides and scouts, if he had treated

them kindly; but he slighted and neglected them,
and they gradually left him.

In conversation with him one day, he was giving
me some account of his intended progress. "After

taking Fort Duquesne," said he,
" I am to proceed to

Niagara ; and, having taken that, to Frontenac, if the

season will allow time, and I suppose it will
;

for

Duquesne can hardly detain me above three or four

days ;
and then I see nothing that can obstruct my

march to Niagara." Having before revolved in my
mind the long line his army must make in their

march by a very narrow road, to be cut for them

through the woods and bushes, and also what I had
read of a former defeat of fifteen hundred French,
who invaded the Illinois country, I had conceived

some doubts and some fears for the event of the cam-

paign. But I ventured only to say,
" To be sure, Sir,

if you arrive well before Duquesne, with these fine

troops, so well provided with artillery, the fort, though
completely fortified, and assisted by a very strong

garrison, can probably make but a short resistance.

The only danger I apprehend of obstruction to your
march, is from the ambuscades of the Indians, who,

by constant practice, are dexterous in laying and

executing them
;
and the slender line, near four

miles long, which your army must make, may expose
it to be attacked, by surprise, in its flanks, and to be

cut, like a thread, into several piecea, which, from



158 LIFE OF FKANKLLN.

their distance, cannot come up in time to support each
other."

lie smiled at my ignorance, and replied, "These

savages may indeed be a formidable enemy to your
raw American militia

; but, upon the king's regular
and disciplined troops, sir, it is impossible they should
make any impression." I was conscious of an impro-
priety in m}^ dis]3uting with a military man in matters
of his profession, and said no more. The enemy,
however, did not take the advantage of his army,
which, I apprehended, its long line of march exj^osed
it to, but let it advance, without interruption, till

within nine miles of the place ;
and then, when more

in a body, (for it had just passed a river, where the

front had halted till all were come over,) and in a
more open part of the woods than any it had passed,
attacked its advanced guard by a heavy fire from
behind trees and bushes

;
which was the first intelli-

gence the general had of an enemy's being near
him This guard being disordered, the general
burned the troops up to their assistance, which was

done, in great confusion, through wagons, baggage,
and cattle, and presently the fire came upon their

flank
;

the officers, being on horseback, were more

easily distinguished, picked out as marks, and fell

very fast
;
and the soldiers were crowded together in

a huddle, having or hearing no orders, and standing
to be shot at till two thirds of them were killed

;

and then, being seized with a panic, the remainder
fled with precipitation.
The wagoners took each a horse out of his team

and scampered; their example was immediately fol-

lowed by others
;
so that all the wagons, provisions,

artillery, and stores were left to the enemy. The

general, being wounded, was brought off with diffi-

culty ;
his secretary, Mr. Shirley, was killed by his

side, and out of eighty-six officers sixty-three were
killed or wounded

;
and seven hundred and fourteen

men killed of eleven hundred. These eleven lumdred
had been picked men from the whole army ;

the rest
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had "been left behind with Colonel Dunbar, who was
to follow with the heavier part of the stores, provi-

sions, and baggage. The flyers, not being pursued,
arrived at Dunbar's camp, and the panic they brought
with them instanty seized him and all his people.

And, though he had now above one thousand men,
and the enemy who had beaten Braddock did not at

most exceed four hundred Indians and French to-

gether, instead of proceeding, and endeavoring to

recover some of the lost honor, he ordered all the

stores, ammunition, &c., to be destroyed, that he

might have more horses to assist his flight towards the

settlements, and less lumber to remove. He was
there met with requests from the governors of Vir-

ginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, that he would

post his troops on the frontiers, so as to afford some

protection to the inhabitants
;

but he continued his

hasty march through all tlie country, not thinking
himself safe till he arrived at Philadelphia, where the

inhabitants could j)rotect him. This whole transac-

tion gave us Americans the first suspicion, that our

exalted ideas of the prowess of British regular troops
had not been well founded.

In their first march, too, from their landing till they

got beyond the settlements, they had plundered and

stripped the inhabitants, totally ruining some poor
families, besides, insulting, abusing, and confining the

people, if they remonstrated. This was enough to put
us out of conceit of such defenders, if we had really
wanted any. How different was the conduct of our

French friends in 1781, who, during a march througli
the most inhabited part of our country, from Rhode
Island to Yirginia, near seven hundred miles, occa-

sioned not the smallest complaint fur the loss of a
j)ig,

a chicken, or even an apple.

Captain Orme, who was one of the General's aids-

de-camp, and, being grievously wounded, was brou-ht

off" with him, and continued with him to his death,
which happened in a few days, told me, that he was

totally silent all the first day, and at night only saia,
. U
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""Who would have thought it?" That he was silent

again the following day, saying only at last,
" "We

shall better know how to deal with them another

time ;" and died in a few minutes after.

The secretary's papers, with all the general's or-

ders, instructions, and corresj^ondence, falling into

the enemy's hands, they selected and translated

into French a number of the articles, which they

printed, to prove the hostile intentions of the British

court, before the declaration of war. Among these

I saw some letters of the general to the ministry,

speaking highly of the great service I had ren-

dered the army, and recommending me to their

notice. David Hume, who was some years after

secretary to Lord Hertford, when minister in France,
and afterwards to General Conway, when secretary
of state, told me, he had seen among the papers
in that office, letters from Braddock, highly recom

mending me. But, the expedition having been

unfortunate, my service, it seems, was not thought
of much value, for those recommendations were

never of any use to me.

As to rewards from himself, I asked only one,
which was, that he would give orders to his officers

not to enlist any more of our bought servants, and
that he would discharge such as had been already
eJilisted. This he readily granted, and several were

accordingly returned to their masters on my ap-

plication. Dunbar, when the command devolved

on him, was not so generous. He being at Phila-

delphia, on his retreat, or rather flight, I applied
to him for the discharge of the servants of three

poor farmers of Lancaster county, that he had en;

listed, reminding him of the late general's orders

on that head. He promised me, that if the masters

would come to him at Trenton, where he should

be in a few days on his march to !New York, he

would there deliver their men to them. They ac-

cordingly were at the expense and trouble of going
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to Trenton, and there he refused to perform his

promise, to their great loss and disaj)pointment.
As soon as the loss of the wagons and horses

was generally known, all the owners came upon
me for the valuation, which I had given bond to

pay. Tlieir demands gave me a great deal of trouble.

1 acquainted them that the money was ready in the

paymaster's hands, but the order for paying it must
first be obtained from General Shirley, and that 1

had applied for it; but, he being at a distance, an

answer could not soon be received, and they must
have patience. All this, however, was not sufficient

to satisfy them, and some began to sue me. General

Shirley at length relieved me from this terrible situ-

ation, by appointing commissioners to examine the

claims, and ordering payment. They amounted to

near twenty thousand pounds, • which to pay would
have ruined me.

Before we had the news of this defeat, the two
doctors Bond came to me with a subscription paper
for raising money to defray the expense of a grand
firework, which it was intended to exhibit at a re-

joicing on receiving the news of our taking Fort

'Duquesne. I looked grave, and said, it would, 1

thought, be time enough to prepare the rejoicing
when we knew we should have occasion to rejoice.

They seemed surprised that I did not immediately

comply with their proposal.
" Why the d—1 !

" said

one of them, "you surely don't suppose that the fort

will not be taken?" "I don't know that it will not

be taken
;
but I know that the events of w^ar are

subject to great uncertainty." I gave them the rea-

sons of my doubting ; the subscription was dropped,
and the projectors thereby missed the mortification

they would have "undergone, if the firework had been

prepared. Dr. Bond, on some other occasion, after

wards said he did not like Franklin's forebodings.
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CHAPTEK XI.

Governor Morris, who had continually worried
the Assembly with message after message, before the

defeat of Braddock, to beat them into the making
of acts to raise money for the defense of the province,
without taxing, among others, the proprietary estates,
and had rejected all their bills for not having sucb an

exempting clause, now redoubled his attacks with
more hope of success, the danger and 2iecessity being
greater. The Assembly, however, continued firm,

believing they had justice on their side, and that it

would be giving wp an essential right, if they suffered

the governor to amend their money bills. In one of

the last, indeed, which was for granting fifty thousand

pounds, his proposed amendment was only of a single
word. The bill expressed,

" that all estates, real

and personal, were to be taxed
;

those of the pro-

prietaries not excepted." His amendment w^as
;

for

not^ read onlf/. A small, but very material alteration.

However, when the news of the disaster readied

England, our friends there, whom we had taken

care to furnish with all the Assembly's answers
to the governor's messages, raised a clamor against
the proprietaries for their meanness and injustice in

giving their governor such instructions
;
some going

so far as to say, that, by obstructing the defense

of their province, they forfeited their riglit to it. They
were intimidated bv this ; and sent orders to their

receiver general to add five thousand pounds of

their money to whatever sum might be given by the

Assembly for such purpose.
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Tliis, being testified to the House, was accepted
in lieu of their share of a general tax, and a new bill

was formed, with an exempting clause, which passed
accordingly. Bj this act I was appointed one of

the commissioners for disposing of the money, sixty
thousand pounds. I had been active in modeling the

bill, and procuring its passage ;
and had, at the

same time, drawn one for establishing and disci-

plining a voluntary militia
;
which I carried through

the House without much difiiculty, as care was taken
in it to leave the Quakers at liberty. To promote the
association necessary to form the militia, I MTote a

dialogue, stating and answering all the objections I
could think of to such a militia

;
which was printed,

and had, as I thought, great efiect.

While the several companies in the city and

country were forming, and learning their exercise, the

governor prevailed with me to take charge of our
north-western frontier, which was infested by the

enemy, and provide for the defense of the inhabitants,

by raising troops, and building a line of forts. I

undertook this military business, though I did not
conceive myself well qualified for it. He gave me
a commission, with full powers, and a parcel of blank
commissions for officers, to be given to whom I

thought fit. I had but little difficulty in raising men,
having soon five hundred and sixty under my com-
mand. My son, who had, in the preceding war, been
an officer in the army raised against Canada, was my
aid-de-camp, and of great use to me. The Indians
had burned Gnadenhutten, a village settled by tlie

Moravians, and massacred the inhabitants
;
but the

place was thought a good situation for one of the
forts.

In order to march thither, I assembled the com-

panies at Betlilehera, the chief establishment of these

people. I was surprised to find it in so good a pos-
ture of defense

;
the destruction of Gnadenhutten

had made them apprehend danger. The principal

buildings were defended by a stockade
; they had
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purchased a qiianritj of arms and ammunition from

New York, and had even placed quantities of small

paving stones between the M'indows of their high
stone houses, for their women to tlirow down upon
the heads of any Indians, that sh(nild attempt to force

into them. The armed brethren, too, kept watch, and
relieved each other on guard, as methodically as

in any garrison town. In conversation with the

bishop, Spangenberg, I mentioned my suq:»rise ; for,

knowing they had obtained an act of parliament,

exempting them from military duties in the colonies,
I had supposed they were conscientiously scrupulous
of bearing arms. He answered me, that it was not

one of their established principles ;
but that, at the

time of their obtaining that act, it was thought to

be a principle with many of their people. On this

occasion, however, they, to their surprise, fdund it

adopted by but a few. It seems they were either

deceived in themselves, or deceived the parliament ;

but common sense, aided by present danger, will,

sometimes, be too strong for whimsical oj^inions.
It was the beginning of January when we set

out upon this business of building forts. I sent one
detachment towards the Minisink, with instructions

to erect one for the security of that upper part of

the country ;
and another to the lower part, with

similar instructions
;
and I concluded to go myself,

with the rest of my force, to Gnadenhutten, where a
fort was thought more immediately neceosary. The
Moravians procured me five wagons, for our tools,

stores, and baggage.
Just before we left Bethlehem, eleven farmers, who

had been driven from their plantations by the Indians,
came to me requesting a supply of firearms, that

they might go back and bring off their cattle. I gave
them each a gun with suitable ammunition. "We had
not marched many miles, before it began to rain, and
it continued raining all day ;

there were no habita-

tions on the road to shelter us, till we arrived near

^'\ght at the house of a German, where, and in his
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barn, we were all huddled together as wet as water
could make us. It was well we were not attacked,
in our inarch, for our arms were of the most ordi-

nary sort, and our men could not keep the locks
of their guns dry. The Indians are dexterous in con-
trivances for that purpose, which we had not. Theymet that day the eleven poor farmers above men
tioned, and killed ten of them. The one that escaped
informed us, that his and his companions' guns would
not go oif, the priming being wet with the rain.
The next day being fair, we continued our march,

and arrived at the desolated Gnadenhutten. There
was a mill near, round which were left several pine
boards, with which we soon hutted ourselves

;
an ope-

ration the more necessary at that inclement season, as
we had no tents. Our first work was to bury more
eftectually the dead we found there, who had been half
interred by the country people.
The next morning our fort was planned and marked

out, the circumference measuring four hundred and
fifty-five feet, which would require as many palisades
to be made, one with another, of a foot diameter each.
Our axes, of which we had seventy, were immediately
set to work to cut down trees

; and, our men being
dexterous in the use of them, great dispatch was
made. Seeing the trees fall so fast, I liad the curiosity
to look at my watch when two men began to cut at a
pine ;

in six minutes they had it upon the ground, and
I found it of fourteen inches diameter. Each pine
made three palisades of eighteen feet long, pointed at
one end. While these were preparing, our other men
dug a trench all round, of three feet deep, in which
the palisades were to be planted ; and, the bodies

being taken off our wagons, and the fore and hind
wheels separated by taking out the pin which united
the two parts of the perch, we had ten carriages, with
two horses each, to bring the palisades from the woods
to the spot. When they were set up, our carpenters
built a platform of boards all round within, about six
feet high, for the men to stand on when to fire throush
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the loopholes. We had one swivel gun, which we
mounted ou one of the angles, and fired it as soon as

fixed, to let the Indians know, if any were within

hearing, that we had such pieces ;
and thus our fort,

if that name may be given to so miserable a stockade,
was finished in a week, though it rained so hard every
other day, that the men could not work.

This gave me occasion to observe, that, when men
are employed, they are best contented

;
for on the

days they worked they were good natured and cheer-

ful, and, with the consciousness of having done a good
day's work, they spent the evening jollily ;

but on our

idle days they were mutinous and quarrelsome, find-

ing fault with the pork, the bread, &c., and were con-

tinually in bad humor
;
which put me in mind of a

sea captain, whose rule it was to keep his men con-

stantly at work
; and, when his mate once told him

that they had done every thing, and there was nothing
further to employ them about :

"
O," said he,

" make
them scour the anchor."

This kind of fort, however contemptible, is a suf-

ficient defense against Indians, who have no cannon.

Finding ourselves now posted securely, and having
a place to retreat to on occasion, we ventured out

in parties to scour the adjacent country. We met
with no Indiatis, but we found the places on the

neighboring hills, where they had lain to watch our

proceedings. There was an art in their contrivance

of those places, that seems worth mentioning. It

being winter, a fire was necessary for them
;

but a

common fire on the surface of the ground would by
its light have discovered their position at a distance.

They had therefore dug holes in the ground, about
three feet diameter, and somewhat deeper ;

we found
where they had, with their hatchets, cut off the char-

coal from the sides of burnt logs lying in the woods.
With these coals they had made small fires in the

bottom of the holes, and we observed among the

weeds and grass the prints of their bodies, made by
their lying all round, with their legs hanging down
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to keep their feet warm
;

wliicli with them is an

essential point. This kind of lire, so managed, could

not discover them either by its light, flame, sparks,

or even smoke
;

it appeared that the number was not

great, and it seems they saw we were too many to be

atacked by them with prospect of advantage.
We had for our chaplain, a zealous Presbyterian

minister, Mr. Beatty, who complained to me, that the

men did not generally attend his prayers and exhorta-

tions. When they enlisted they were promised, be-

sides pay and provisions, a gill of rum a day, which
was punctually served out to them, half in the

morning, and the other half in the evening; and I

observed they were punctual in attending to receive

it: upon wliich I said to Mr. Beatty,
"

It is, perhaps,
below the dignity of your profession to act as steward

of the rum
;
but if you were only to distribute it out

after prayers, you would have them all about you."
He liked the thought, undertook the task, and, with

the help of a few hands to measure out the liquor,

executed it to satisfaction
;
and never were prayers

more generally and more punctually attended. So
that I think this methud preferable to the punishment
inflicted by some military laws for non-attendance on
divine service.

I had hardly finished this business, and got my
fort well stored with provisions, when I received a

letter from the governor, acquainting me, that he
had called the Assembly, and wished my attendance

there, if the posture of affairs on the frontiers was
such that my remaining there was no longer neces-

sary. My friends, too, of the Assembly, pressing me
by their letters to be, if possible, at the meeting ;

and, my three intended forts being now completed,
and the inhabitants contented to remain on their

farms, under that protection, I resolved to return
;

tlje more willingly, as a New England officer, Colonel

Clapham, experienced in Indian war being on a

visit to our establishment, consented to accept the

H
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command. I gave him a commission, and, parading
the garrison, had it read before them

;
and introdu-

ced liim to them as an officer, who, from his skill

in military aflairs, was much more fit to command
them than myself; and, giving them a little exhor-

tation, took my leave. I was escorted as far as

Bethlehem, where I rested a few days to recover from
the fatigue I had undergone. The first night, lying ia

a good bed, 1 could hardly sleep, it was so difterent

from my hard lodging on the fioor of a hut at

Gnadenhutten, with only a blanket or two.

AVhile at Bethlehem, I inquired a little into the

practices of the Moravians
;
some of them had ac-

companied me, and all were very kind to me.
I found they worked for a common stock, ate at com-
mon tables, and slept in common dormitories, great
numbers to£i;ether. In the dormitories I observed

loopholes, at certain distances all along just under the

ceiling, which I thought judiciously placed for change
of air. I went to their church, where I was enter-

tained with good music, the organ being accompanied
with violins, hautboys, flutes, clarinets, &c. I under-
stood their sermons were not usually preached to

mixed congregations of men, women, and children, as

is our common practice ;
but that they assembled

sometimes the married men, at other times their

wives, then the young men, the young women and
the little children

;
each division by itself. The ser-

mon I heard was to the latter, who came in and were

placed in rows on benches
;
the boys under the con-

duct of a young man, their tutor, and the girls con-

ducted b}' a young woman. The discourse seemed
well adapted to their capacities, and was delivered in

a pleasing, familiar manner, coaxing them as it were,
to be good. They behaved very orderly, but looked

pale and unhealthy ;
which made me suspect they

were kept too much within doors, or not allowed suffix

cient exercise.

I inquired concerning the Moravian marriages,
whether the report was true, that they were by lot. I
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was told, tliat lots were used only in particular cases
;

that generally, when a young man found himself dis^

posed to marry, he informed the elders of his class,
who consulted the elder ladies, that governed the

young women. As these elders of the diiferent sexes

were well acquainted with the tempers and disposi-
tions of their respective pupils, they could best judge
what matches were suital^le, and their judgments
were generally acquiesced in. But if, for example,
it should happen, that two or three young women
were found to be equally proper for the young man,
the lot was then recurred to. I objected, if the

matches are not made by the mutual choice of the

parties, some of them may chance to be very un

happy.
" And so they may," answered my informer,

"if you let the parties choose for themselves." Which
indeed I could not deny.

Being returned to Philadelphia, I found the Associ-

ation went on with great success. The inhabitants

that were not Quakers, having pretty generally come
into it, formed themselves into companies, and chose
their captains, lieutenants, and ensigns, according to

the new law. Dr. Bond visited me, and gave me an
account of the pains he had taken to spread a general
good liking to the law, and ascribed much to those

endeavors. I had the vanity to ascribe all to my
Dialogue / however, not knowing but that he might
be in the right, I let him enjoy his opinion ;

which I

take to be generally the best way in such cases. The
officers, meeting, chose me to be colonel of the regi-

ment, which 1 this time accepted. I forget how
many companies we had, but we paraded about twelve
hundred well looking men, with a company of artil-

lery, who had been furnished with six brass field-

pieces, which they had become so expert in the use

of, as to fire twelve times in a minute. The first time
I reviewed my regiment, they accompanied me to my
house, and would salute me with some rounds fired

before my door, which shook down and broke several

glasses of my electrical apparatus. And my new
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honor proved not mnch less brittle
;

for all oiii

commissions were soon after broken, bj a repeal of
the law in England.
During this short time of my colonelsliip, being

about to set out on a journey to Virginia, the officers

of my regiment took it into their heads, that it would
be proper for them to escort me out of town, as far as

the Lower Ferry. Just as I was getting on horse-

back, they came to ray door, between thirty and

forty, mounted, and all in their uniforms. I had not
been previously acquainted with their project, or I

should have prevented it, being naturally averse to

the assuming of state on any occasion
;
and I was a

good deal chagrined at their appearance, as I could
not avoid their accompanying me. "What made it

woree, was, that, as soon as we began to move, they
drew their swords, and rode with them naked all

the way. Somebody M^rote an account of this to the

Proprietor, and it gave him great ofl'ense. Xo such
honor had been paid to him when in the province ;

nor to any of his governors ; and, he said, it was

only proper to princes of the blood royal ;
which

may be true for aught I know, who was, and stdl

am, ignorant of the etiquette in such cases.

This silly affair, however, greatly increased his ran-

cor against me, which was before considerable, on
account of my conduct in the Assembly respecting
the exemption of his estate from taxation, which I had

always opposed very warmly, and not without severe

reflections on the meanness and injustice of con-

tending for it. He accused me to the ministry, as

being the great obstacle to the king's service, j)re-

venting, by my influence in the House, the proper
form of the bills for raising money ;

and he in

stanced the parade with my officers, as a proof
of my having an intention to take the government
of the province out of his hands by force. He also

applied to Sir Everard Fawkener, the postmaster

general, to deprive me of my ofiice. But it had no
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other effect than to produce from Sir Everard a

gentle admonition.

Notwithstanding the continued wrangle between the

governor and the House, in M'hich I was a member,
had so large a share, there still subsisted a civil inter-

course between that gentleman and myself, and we
never had any personal difference. I have sometimes
since thought, that his little or no resentment against
me, for the answers it was known I drew up to his

messages, might be the effect of professional habit,
and that, being bred a lawyer, he might consider us

both as merely advocates for contending clients in a

suit; he for the Projjrietaries, audi for the Assembly.
He would therefore sometimes call in a friendly way,
to advise with me on difficult points ;

and sometimes,
though not often, take my advice.

We acted in concert to supply Braddock's army
with provisions, and, when the shocking news arrived
of his defeat, the governor sent in haste for me to

consult with him on measures for preventing the de-

sertion of the back counties. I forget now the advice
I gave ;

but I think it was, that Dunbar should be
written to, and prevailed with, if possible, to post his

troops on the frontiers for their protection, until, by
reinforcements from the colonies, he might be able
to proceed in the expedition. And, after my return

from the frontier, he would have me undertake the

conduct of such an expedition with provincial troops,
for the reduction of Fort Duquesne, Dunbar and his

men being otherwise employed ;
and he proposed to

commission me as general. I had not so good an

opinion of my military abilities as he professed to

have, and I believe his professions must have ex-

ceeded his real sentiments
;

but probably he might
think, that my popularity would facilitate the business

with the men, and influence in the Assembly the

grant of money to pay for it; and that, perhaps,
without taxing tlie Proprietary. Finding me not so

forward to engage as he expected, the project was
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dropped; and he soon after left the government,
beinoj superseded by Captain Denny.

Before I proceed in relating the part I had in pub-
lic affairs under this new governor's administration,
it may not be amiss to give here some account of the
rise and progress of my philosophical reputation.

In 1746, being in Boston, ! met there with a Dr.

Spence, who was lately arrived from Scotland, and
showed me some electric experiments. They were

imperfectly performed, as he was not very expert ;

but, being on a subject quite new to me, they equally
surprised and pleased me. Soon after my return to

Philadelphia, our library company received from Mr.
Peter Collinson, Fellow of the Koyal Society of Lon-

don, a present of a glass tube, with some account of
the use of it in making such experiments. I eagerly
seized the opportunity of repeating what I had seen
at Boston; and, by much practice, acquired great
readiness in performing those also, which we had an
account of from England, adding a number of new
ones. I say inuch practice, for my house was continu-

ally full, for some time, with persons who came to see

these new wonders.
To divide a little this incumbrance among my

friends, I caused a number of similar tubes to be
blown in our glass house, with which they furnished

themselves, so that we had at length, several perform-
ers. Among these, the principal was Mr. Kinnersley,
an ingenious neighbor, who being out of business, I

encouraged him to undertake showing the experi-
ments for money, and drew up fur lain two lectures,
in which the experiments were ranged in such order,
and accompanied with explanations in such method,
as that the foregoing should assist in comprehending
the following. He procured an elegant apparatus for

the purpose, in which all the little machines that I

had roughly made for myself, were neatly formed by
instrument makers. His lectures were well attended,
and gave great satisfaction

;
and after some time he

went through the colonies, exhibiting them in every
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capital town, and picked up some money. In the
West India Islands, indeed, it was with difficulty the

experiments could be made, from the general moistm-e
of the air.

Obliged as we were to Mr. Collinson for the pre-
sent of the tube, &c., I thought it right he should
be informed of our success in using it, and wrote
him several letters containing accounts of our ex-

periments. He got them read in the Royal Society,
where they were not, at first, thought worth so

much notice as to be printed in their Transactions.
One paper, which I wrote for Mr. Kinnersley, on
the sameness of lightning with electricity, I sent to

Mr. Mitchel, an acquaintance of mine, and one of
the members also of that society ;

who wrote me
word, that it had been read, but was laughed at by
the connoisseurs. The papers, however, being shown
to Dr. Fothergill, he thought them of too much
value to be stifled, and advised the printing of

them. Mr. Collinson then gave them to Cave, for

publication in his Gentleman''s Magazine ^ but he
chose to print them separately in a pamphlet, and
Dr. Fothergill wrote the preface. Cave, it seems,

judged rightly for his profession, for, by the addi-

tions that arrived afterwards, they swelled to a

quarto volume
;
which has had five editions, and

cost him nothing for copy money.
It was, however, some time before those papers

were much taken notice of in England. A copy of

them happening to fall into the hands of the Count
de Buffon, a philosopher deservedly of great repu-
tation in France, and, indeed, all over Europe, he

prevailed with M. Dubourg to translate them into

French; and they were printed at Paris. The pub-
lication offended the Abbe Nollet, preceptor in

natural philosophy to the royal family, and an able

experimenter, who had formed and published a

theory of electricity, which then had the general

vogue. He could ^not, at first, believe that such a
work came from America, and said it must have
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been fabricated bj his enemies at Paris, to oppose
his system. Afterwards, liaving been assured, that

there really existed such a person as Franklin at

Philadelj)hia, which he had doubted, he wrote and

published a volume of letters, chiefly addressed to

me, defending his theory, and denying the verity
of my experiments, and of the positions deduced
from them.

I once purposed answering the Abbe, and actually

began the answer; but, on consideration that my
writings contained a description of experiments,
which any one might repeat and verify, and, if not

to be verified, could not be defended
;
or of obser-

vations oifered as conjectures^ and not delivered dog-

matically, therefore, not laying me under any obli-

gation to defend them
;
and reflecting, that a dispute

between two persons, written in difl'erent languages,

might be lengthened greatly by mistranslations,
and thence, misconcejDtions of one another's mean-

ing, much of one of the Abbe's letters being
founded on an error in the translation, I concluded
to let my papers shift for themselves ; believing it

was better to spend what time I could spare from

public business in making new experiments, than

in disputing about those -already made. I, there-

fore, never answered M. Nollet; and the event gave
me no cause to repent my silence

;
for my friend,

M. Le Roy, of the Royal Academy of Sciences,
took up my cause and refuted him

; my book was
translated into the Italian, German, and Latin lan-

guages ;
and the doctrine it contained was, by de-

grees, generally adopted by the philosophers of Eu-

rope, in preference to that of the Abbe
;
so that he

lived to see himself the last of his sect, except
Monsieur B

,
of Paris, his Sieve and immediate

disciple.
"What gave my book the more sudden and gene-

ral celebrity, was the success of one of its proposed

experiments, made by Messrs. Dalibard and De Lor
at Marly, for drawing lightning from the clouds.
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This engaged the public attention everywhere. M.
De Lor, who had an apparatus for experimental
philosophy, and lectured in that branch of science,
undertook to repeat what he called the PMladeljpTiia
Exjyeriments ; and, after they were performed before

the king and court, all the curious of Paris flocked
to see them. I will not swell this narrative with
an account of that cajjital experiment, nor of the

infinite pleasure I received in the success of a simi-

lar one I made, soon after, with a kite, at Phila-

delphia, as both are to be found in the histories ot

electricity.
Dr. Wright, an English physician, when at Paris,

wrote to a friend, who was of the Royal Society, an
account of the high esteem my experiments were

in, among the learned abroad, and of their won-

der, that my writings had been so little noticed
in England. The Society, on this, resumed the con-

sideration of the letters that had been read to them
;

and the celebrated Dr. Watson drew up a summary
account of them, and of all I had afterwards sent to

England on the subject ;
which he accompanied with

some praise of the writer. This summary was then

printed in their Transactions ; and, some members
of the Society in London,, particularly the very in-

genious Mr. Canton, having verified the experiment
of procuring lightning from the clouds by a pointed
rod, and acquainted them with the success, they soon

made me more than amends for the slight with which

they had before treated me. Without my having
made any application for that honor, they chose me a

member; and voted, that I should be excused the

customary payments, which would have amounted to

twenty-five guineas ;
and ever since have given me

their TransaGtions gratis. They also presented me
with the gold medal of Sir Godfrey Copley, for the

year 1753, the delivery of which was accompanied by
a very handsome speech of the president, Lord

Macclesfield, wherein I was highly honored.
H*

12
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CHAPTER Xn.

Otjk new governor, Captain Denny, Irought over

for me the before mentioned medal from the Royal
Society, which he presented to me at an entertain-

ment given him by the city. He accompanied it

with very polite expressions of his esteem for me,

having, as he said, been long acquainted with my
character. After dinner, when the company, as was

customary at that time, were engaged in drinking,
he took me aside into another room, and acquainted

me, that he had been advised by his friends in Eng-
land to cultivate a friendship with me, as one who
was capable of giving him the best advice, and of

contributing most eifectually to the making his ad-

ministration easy. That he therefore desired of all

things to have a good understanding with me, and
he besffjed me to be assured of his readiness on all

occasions to render me every service that might be in

his power. He said much to me also of the proprie-
tor's good disposition towards the province, and of

the advantage it would be to us all, and to me in

particular, if the opposition that had been so long
continued to his measures was dropped, and harmony
restored between him and the people; in effecting

which, it was thought no one could be more service-

able than myself; and I might depend on adequate

acknowledgments and recompenses. The drinkers,

finding we did not return immediately to the table,
sent us a decanter of madeira, which the governor
made a liberal use of, and in proportion became
more profuse of his solicitations and promises.
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My answers were to this purpose ;
that my cir-

cumstances thanks to God, were such as to make

proprietary favors unnecessary to me; and that,

being a member of the Assembly, I could not pos-

sibly accept of any ; that, however, I had no personal

enmity to the proprietary, and that, whenever the

public measures he proposed should appear to be for

the good of the people, no one would espouse and
forward them more zealously than myself; my past

opposition having been founded on this, that the

measures which had been urged were evidently in-

tended to serve the proprietary interest, with great

prejudice to that of the people. That I was much

obliged to him (the governor) for his profession of

regard to me, and that he might rely on every thing
in my power to render his administration as easy to

him as possible, hoping at the same time that he had
not brought with him the same unfortimate instruc

tions his predecessors had been hampered with.

On this he did not then explain himself; but,

when he afterwards came to do business with the

Assembly, they appeared again, the disputes were

renewed, and I was as active as ever in the opposi-

tion, being the penman, first of the request to have a

communication of the instructions, and then of the

remarks upon them, which may be found in the

votes of the times, and in the Historical Review I

afterwards published. But between us personally no

enmity arose
;
we were often together ;

he was a man
of letters, had seen much of the world, and was en-

tertaining and pleasing in conversation. He gave
me information, that my old friend Ralph was stiil

alive
;
that he was esteemed one of the best political

writers in England ;
had been employed in the dis-

pute between Prince Frederic and the King, and had
obtained a pension of three hundred pounds a year ;

that his reputation was indeed small as a poet, Pope
having damned his poetry in the Dimciad

;
but his

prose was thought as good as any man's.

The Assembly finally finding the proprietary ob-
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stinately persisted in sluaclcling the deputies with
instructions inconsistent not only with the privileges
of the people, but with the service of the crown, re-

solved to petition the king against them, and ap-

pointed me their agent to go over to England, to

present and support the petition. The House had
sent up a bill to the governor, granting a sum of sixty
thousand pounds for the king's use, (ten thousand

])Ounds of which was subjected to the orders of the

then general, Lord Loudoun.) which the governor,
in compliance with his instructions, absolutely refused

to pass.
I had agreed with Captain INIorris, of the packet at

ISTew York, for my passage, and my stores were put
on board

;
when Lord Loudoun arrived at Phila-

delphia, expressly, as he told me, to endeavor an
accommodation between the governor and Assemblv,
that his majesty's service might not be obstructed

by their dissensions. Accordingly he desired the

governor and myself to meet him, that he might
hear what was to be said on both sides. We met
and discussed the business. In behalf of the Assem-

bly, I urged the various arguments, that may be found
in the public paj^ers of that time, which were of my
writing, and are printed with the minutes of the As-

sembly; and the governor pleaded his instructions,
the bond he had given to observe them, and his ruijn

if he disobeyed ; yet seemed not unwilling to hazard

himself, if Lord Loudoun would advise it. This his

Lordship did not choose to do, though I once thought
I had nearly prevailed with him to do it

;
but finally

he rather chose to urge the compliance of the As-

sembly ;
and he entreated me to use my endeavors

with them for that purpose, declaring that he w'ould

spare none of the king's troops for the defense of our

frontiers, and that, if we did not continue to provide
for that defense ourselves, they must remain exposed
to the enemy.

I acquainted the House with what had passed,

and, presenting them with a set of resolutions I had
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drawn up, declaring our rights, that we did not re-

linquish our claim to those rights, but only suspended
the exercise of them on this occasion, through force,

against which we protested, they at length agreed to

drop that bill, and frame another conformable to the

proprietary instructions. This, of course, the governor

passed, and I was then at liberty to proceed on my
voyage. But in the mean tiine the packet had sailed

with my sea stores, which was some loss to me, and

m}'^ only recompense was his Lordship's thanks for

my service; all the credit of obtaining the accom-

modation falling to his share.

He set out for Kew Y(»rk before me
; and, as the

time for dispatching the packet boats was at his dis-

position, and there were two then remaining there,

one of which, he said, was to sail very soon, I re-

quested to know the precise time, that I might not

miss her by any delay of mine. The answer was :

"I have given out that she is to sail on Saturday
next

;
but I may let you know, entre nous, that if

you are there by Monday morning, you will be in

time, but do not delay longer." By some accidental

hindrance at a ferry, it was Monday noon before I ar-

rived, and I was much afraid she might have sailed,

as the wind was fair; but I was soon made easy by
the information, that she was still in the harbor, and

would not move till the next day. One would ima-

gine, that 1 was now on the very point of departing
for Euro])e. I thought so; but I was not then so

well acquainted wih his Lordship's character, of

which indesoision was one of the strongest features.

I shall give some instances. It was about the begin-

ning of April, that 1 came to New York, and I think

it was near the end of June before we sailed. There

were then two of the packet boats, which had been

long in readiness, but were detained for the general's

letters, which were always to be ready tomorrow.

Another packet arrived
;

she too was detained
;
and

before we sailed, a fourth was expected. Ours was

the first to be dispatched, as having been there
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longest. Passengers were engaged for all, and some
extremely impatient to be gone, and the merchants

uneasy about their letters, and for the orders they
nad given for insurance, (it being war time,) and for

autumnal goods ;
but their anxiety availed nothing ;

bis Lordship's letters were not ready ;
and yet who-

ever waited on him found him always at his desk,

pen in hand, and concluded he must needs write

abundantly.

Going myself one morning to pay my respects, I

found in his antechamber one Innis, a messenger of

Philadelphia, who had come thence express, with a

packet from Governor Denny, for the general. He
delivered to me some letters from my friends tnere,
which occasioned my inquiring when he M'as to

return, and where he lodged, that I might send some
letters by him. He told me, he was ordered to call

to-morrow at nine for the general's answer to the

governor, and should set off immediately. 1 put my
letters into his hands the same dav- A fortnight

after, I met him again in the same place.
"
So, you

are soon returned, Innis ?"
" Eeturned ! no, I am

not gone yet."
" How so ?" " I have called here

this, and every morning these two weeks past, for

his Lordship's letters, and they are not yet ready.""
Is it possible, when he is so great a writer

;
for

I see him constantly at his escritoir ?"
"
Yes," said

Innis,
" but he is like St. George, on the signs, always

on horseback^ and never rides onP This observation

of the messenger was, it seems, well founded
; for,

when in Engkmd, I understood that Mr. Pitt, after-

wards Lord Chatham, gave it as one reason for

removing this general, and sending Generals Amherst
and Wolfe, that the minister never heard from him^
and could not know what he was doi.ng.

In this daily expectation of sailing, and all the

three packets going down to Sandy Hook, to join
the fleet there, the passengers thought it best to be
on board, lest, by a sudden order, the ships should

sail, and they be left behind. There, if I remember.
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we were about six weeks, consuming our sea stores,

and obliged to procure more. At length the fleet

sailed, the general and all his army on board, bound
to Louisburg, with intent to besiege and take that

fortress
;
and all the packet boats in company were

ordered to attend the general's ship ready to re-

ceive his dispatches when they should be ready.
We were out five days before we got a letter with

leave to part; and then our ship quitted the fleet

and steered for England. The other two packets he

still detained, carried them with him to Halifax,
whei'e he stayed some time to exercise the men
in sham attacks upon sham forts, then altered his

mind as to besieging Louisburg, and returned to New
i^ork, with ail his troops, together with the two

packets above mentioned, and all their passengers !

During his absence, the French and savages had
taken Fort George, on the frontier of that province,
and the Indians had massacred many of the garrison
after capitulation.

I saw, afterwards, in London, Captain Bound, who
commanded one of those packets. He told me, that,

when he had been detained a month, he acquainted
his lordship, that his ship was grown foul, to a degree
that must necessarily hinder her fast sailing, a point
of consequence for a packet boat, and requested an

allowance of time to heave her down, and clean her

bottom. His lordship asked how long time that

would require. He answered, three days. The gene-
ral replied, "If you can do it in one day, I give
leave

; otherwise, not
;
for you must certainly sail the

day after to-morrow." So he never obtained leave,

though detained afterwards, from day to day, during
full three months.

I saw, also in London, one of Bonell's passengers,
who was so enraged against bis lordship for deceiving
and detaining him so long at New York, and then car-

rying him to Halifax and back again, that he swore he

would sue him for damages. Whether he did or not,
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I never heard
; but, as he represented it, the injury

to his affairs was very considerable.

On the whole, I wondered much how such a man
came to be intrusted with so important a business

as the conduct of a great army; but, having since

seen more of the great world, and the means of

obtaining, and motives for giving, places and employ-
ments, my wonder is diminished. General Shirley,
on whom the command of the army devolved, upon
the death of Braddock, would, in my opinion, if con-

tinued in place, have made a much better campaign
than that of Loudoun, in 1756, which was frivolous,

expensive, and disgraceful to our nation beyond cou-

cejjtion. For, though Shirley was not bred a soldier,
he was sensible and sagacious in himself, and atten-

tive to good advice from others, capable of forming
judicious plans, and quick and active in carr^ang
them into execution. Loudon, instead of defending
the colonies with his great army, left them totally ex-

posed, while he paraded idly at Halifax, by which
means Fort George was lost

; besides, he deranged all

our mercantile operations, and distressed our trade,

by a long embargo on the exportation of provisions,
on pretense of keeping supplies from being obtained

by the enemy, but, in reality, for beating down their

price in favor of the contractors, in whose profits, it

was said, perhaps from suspicion only, he had a
share

;
and when, at length, the embargo was taken

off, neglecting to send notice of it to Charleston,
where the Carolina fleet was detained near three

months
;
and whereby their bottoms were so much

damaged by the worm, that a great part of them
foundered in their passage home.

Shirley was, I believe, sincerely glad of being re-

lieved from so burdensome a charge, as the conduct
of an army must be to a man unacquainted with mili-

tary business. I was at the entertainment given by
the city of New York to Lord Loudoun, on his taking

uj)on him the command. Shirley, though thereby

superseded, was present also. There was a great
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company of officers, citizens, and strangers, and,
some chairs Laving been borrowed in the neighbor-

hood, there was one among them very low, which fell

to the lot of Mr. Shirley. I sat by him, and j)erv5eiv-

ing it, I said, "They have given you a very low

seat." "Ko matter,

'

Mr. Franklin," said he, "I £nd
a low seat the easiest."

While I was, as before mentioned, detained at

I»[ew York, I received all the accounts of the provis-

ions, &c., that I had furnished to Braddock ; some of

which accounts could not sooner be obtained t/om

the different jjersons I had employed to assist in the

business. I presented them to Lord Loudoun, desir-

ing to be paid the balance. lie caused them to be

examined by the proper officer, who, after comparing
every article with its voucher, certified tliem to be

right ;
and his lordship promised to give me an order

on the paymaster for the balance due to me. This

was, however, put off from time to time
; and, though

I called often for it by appointment, I did not get
it. At length, just before my departure, he told me
he had, on better consideration, concluded not to mix
his accounts with those of his predecessors.

" And
yoa," said he,

" when in England, have only to ex-

hibit youi accounts to the treasury, and you will be

paid immediately."
I mentioned, but without effect, a great and unex-

pected expense I had been put to by being detained

so long at New York, as a reason for my desiring to

be presently paid ; and, on my observing, that it was
not right I should be put to any further trouble or

delay in obtaining the money I had advanced, as I

charged no commission for my service,
"
O," said

he,
"
you must not think of persuading us, that you

are no gainer ;
we understand better those matters,

and know, that every one concerned in supplying the

army finds means, in the doing it, to fill his own

pockets." I assured him, that was not my case, and

that I had not pocketed a farthing ;
but he appeared

clearly not to believe me; and indeed 1 afterwards
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learned, that immense fortunes are often made in

Buch employments. As to my balance, I am not paid
it to this day ;

of which more hereafter.

Our captain of the packet boasted much, before we
sailed, of the swiftnesis of his ship ; unfortunately when
we came to sea, she proved the dullest of ninety-six

sail, to his no small mortification. After many con-

jectures respecting the cause, when we were near
another ship almost as dull as ours, which, however,
gained upon us, tbe captain ordered all hands to come
aft, and stand as near the ensign staif as possible.
We were, passengers included, about forty persons.
"While we stood there, the ship mended her pace, and
soon left her oeighlDor far behind, which proved
clearly what our captain suspected, that she was
loaded too much by the head. The casks of water,
it seems, had been all placed forward

;
these he

therisfore ordered to be moved further aft, on which
the ship recovered her character, and proved the
best sailer in the fleet.

The captain said, she had gone at the rate of
thirteen knots, which is accounted thirteen miles per
hour. We had on board, as a passenger. Captain
Archibald Kennedy, of the Royal I^avy, who con-

tended that it was impossible, and that no ship ever
sailed so fast, and that there must have been some
error in the division of the log line, or some mistake
in heaving the log. A wager ensued between the
two captains, to be decided when there should be suf-

ficient wintl. Kennedy therefore examined the log
line, and being satisfied with it, he determined to

throw the log himself. Some days after, when the
wind was very fair and fresh, and the captain of the

packet, Lutwidge, said he believed she then went at

the rate of thirteen knots, Kennedy made the experi-
ment, and owned his wager lost.

The foregoing fact I give for the sake of the fol-

lowing observation. It has been remarked, as an

imperfection in the art of ship building, that it can
never be known, till she is tried, whether a new
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ship will, or will not, be a good sailer
;
for that the

model of a good sailing shi^) has been exactly followed
in a new one, which has been proved, on the con-

trary, remarkably dull. I apprehend, that this may
partly be occasioned by the different opinions of sea-

men respecting the modes of loading, rigging, and

sailing of a ship ;
each has his method

;
and the

same vessel, laden by the method and orders of one

cajjtain, shall sail worse than when by the orders of

another. Besides, it scarce ever happens, that a shi]3
is formed, fitted for the sea, and sailed by the same

person. One man builds the hull, another rigs her,
a third loads and sails her. Ko one of these has the

advantage of knowing all the ideas and experience of

the others, and, therefore, can not draw just con-

clusions from a combination of the whole.

Even in the simple operation of sailing when at

sea, I have often observed different judgments in

the officers who commanded the successive watches,
the wind being the same. One would have the sails

trimmed sharper or flatter than another, so that they
seemed to have no certain rule to govern by. Yet, I

think, a set of experiments might be instituted, first,

to determine the most proper form of the hull for

swift sailing ; next, the best dimensions and most

proper place for the masts
; then, the form and quan-

tity of sails, and their position, as the winds may be
;

and, lastly, the disposition of the lading. This is an

age of experiments, and I think a set accui'ately
made and combined, would be of great use.

We were several times chased in our passage,
but outsailed every thing; and in thirty days had

soundings. We had a good observation, and the cap-
tain judged himself so near our port, Falmouth, that,
if we made a good run in the night, we might be off

the mouth of that harbor in the morning; and, by
running in the night, might escape the notice of the

enemy's privateers, who often cruised near the en-

trance of the Channel. Accordingly, all the sail was
set that we could possibly carry, and the wind being
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very fresh and fair, we stood right before it, and
made great way. The captain, after his observation,

shapect his course, as he thought, so as to pass wide of

the Scilly Rocks
;

but it seems there is sometimes

a strong current setting up St. George's Channel,
which furraerly caused the loss of Sir Cloudesley
Shovel's squadron, in 1707. This was probably, also,

the cause of what happened to ns.

We had a watchman placed in the bow, to whom
they often called, ''''Look well out hefore there;'''' and
he as often answered, ^'Ay^ ay ;''''

but perhaps had
his eyes shut, and was half asleep, at the time

; they
sometimes answering, as is said, mechanically ;

for

he did not see a light just before us, which had been
hid by the studding sails from the man at the helm,
and from the rest of the watch, but by an accidental

yaw of the ship, was discovered, and occasioned a

great alarm, we being very near it
;

the light appear-

ing to me as large as a cart wheel. It was midnight,
and our captain fast asleep; but Captain Kennedy,
jumping upon deck, and seeing the danger, ordered

the shij) to wear round, all sails standing; an ope-
ration dangerous to the masts, but it carried us clear,

and we avoided shipwreck, for we were running fast

on the rocks on which the light was erected. This

deliverance impressed me strongly with the utility of

lighthouses, and made me resolve to encourage the

building some of them in America, if I should live

to return thither.

In tlie morning it was found by the soundings, that

we were near our port, but a thick fog hid tJie land

from our sight. About nine o'clock tiie fog began to

rise, and seemed to be lifted up from the water like

the curtain of a theatre, discovering underneath the

town of Falmouth, the vessels in the harbor, and the

fields that surround it. This was a pleasing specta-
cle to those who had been long without anv other

prospect than the uniform view of a vacant ocean,
and it gave us the more pleasure, as we were now
free from the anxieties which had arisen.



LIFE OF FKANKLIN. 187

I set out immediately, with my son, for London,
and we only stopped a little by the way to view

Stoneheuge, on Salisbury Plain, and Lord Pembroke's

house and gardens, with the very curious antiquities
at Wilton. We arrived in London, the 27th of July,
1757.

CHAPTER XIII.

Thus far, Frantlin has told his own nan-ative, but

here, unfortunately, the record closes, and we are left

to other sources to fill out the history of his remark-

able career. His autobiography has been called one

of the most charming perfornumce? of the kind ever

written; and it is to be regretted that he did not

continue it till a later period in his life. The ease

and simplicity with which he tells his story, capti-

vate the attention, while the sound common sense

and practical benevolence indicated, so unostenta-

tiously, all through the recital, win the mind and

heart of the reader. We will take up the nai-rative

where he leaves it, and continue the record of his

life till its close.

He was now in his fifty-second year. Thirty years

before, he had landed in England, poor and unknown,
the victim of false promises and hollow-hearted pro-

fessions. Now, he came, not rich indeed, but pos-

sessed of that, in comparison with which wealth is

valueless
;
no longer unknown, but enjoying a repu-

tation wider than any of his countrymen could yet
boast

; and, instead of being friendless, meeting

everywhere with a reception of real cordiality from

those who had never seen his 'face before. He was,

indeed, hardly prepared for the expression of feeling
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which greeted him upon his arrival. His fame, both
as a pliilosopher and political writer, had preceded
him, and he found himself welcomed, at once by
scientific men and diplomatists. Wherever he went,
he was received with attention. The opposition,
which had been at first made to his scientific dis-

coveries, gradually gave way before his convincing
experiments and reasonings, and the rewards of

literary merit were abundantly conferred upon him.
As before related, he had been elected a fellow of

the Royal Society of London, and now other learned

societies of Europe were equally ambitious of con-

ferring the same honor upon themselves, by enrolling
his name upon their own lists of members. The

university of St. Andrew's, in Scotland, gave him the

degree of doctor of laws, and this example was fol-

lowed by the universities of Edinl)urgh and Oxford.

The mtmicipality of Edinburgh gave him the freedom
of the city. His correspondence was sought for by
the most eminent philosophers of Europe. He could

easily and pleasantly have filled up his time with

scientific pursuits, but, as this was not the ynirpose
for which he had been sent there, he assiduously
turned his chief attention to fulfill the main object
of his mission.

He found the difiiculty, to settle wdiich he had
been appointed, a serious one. The proprietaries of

the Pennsylvania province were now Richard and
Thomas Penu, who seemed disposed to adhere, in

the closest degree, to all the rights which the charter

granted to their father conferred. The point which

they claimed most earnestly, and which the pro-
vincial assembly was least willing to allow, was tho

immunity of their own estates from taxation. This

had been a long contested ditficulty. Eranklin early
waited upon the proprietaries to induce them to

waive their claims. The subject was the occasion of

many interviews between them, but the Penns re-

mained inflexible. Franklin's clear mind could easily
make them see the reasonableness of the proposed
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measure, but their interest was too much at stake, and
as they still had the power, they refused to sub-

mit. Finding these intractable, Franklin next laid

the matter before the great officers of the crown, but

here he found that all the means and influence

which the proprietaries could command, were leagued

against him. The prejudices of the ministry were all

in opposition to his suit, and the king was naturally

disposed to look with jealousy upon a movement
which might interfere with the royal prerogative,
and which certainly aimed at greater liberty and

privilege for the people. In addition to this, a pre-

judice was quite generally entertained against the

Pennsylvanians for various reasons, all of which

circumstances combined, gave the negotiation slow

progress.
But Franklin was not a man to be disheartened.

He worked all the more earnestly by reason of these

obstacles. He wrote and published various papers,

tending to set the matter in its true light, some of

which greatly chagrined his opponents. They at-

tempted to answer, but he was ready to reply ; and,
with the strong points all in his favor, he had little

difficulty in rebutting their arguments. The matter

was carried to the privy council, but success here was
no easy matter. Their deliberations were usually

prolonged almost interminably, and their decisions,

when given, did not always bear the seal of justice.

In a letter to his wife, January 21st, 1758, Franklin

says :
" I begin to think I shall hardly be able to re-

turn before this time twelve months. I am for doing

effectually what I came about, and I find it requires
both time and patience. You may think, perhaps,
that I can find many amusements here to pass the

time agreeably. It is true, the regard and friendship
I meet with from persons of worth, and the conver-

sation of ingenious men, give me no small pleasure;

but, at this time of life, domestic comforts affiDrd

the most solid satisfaction, and my uneasiness at

being absent from my family, and longing desire
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to be with tliem, make me often sigli in the midst
of cheerful company."

Franklin's apprehensions that his business would
detain him in England for a twelvemonth after the

date of this letter, were more than realized. New
difficulties and unexpected delays constantly arose, till

it seemed as if the disi^utes between the proprietaries
and the province were to ba prolonged intei-minably ;

but while the matter was under discission in Eng-
land, a circumstance occurred in Pennsylvania which

finally brought about an adjustment of the contest.

Governor Denny at last assented to a law, passed
by the assembly, imposing a tax in which no dis-

crimination was made in favor of the estates of the

Penn family. They, alarmed at this intelligence, and
at Franklin's efforts, exerted themselves to the utmost
to prevent the royal sanction being given to this law,
which they represented as highly iniquitous, designed
to throw the burden of supporting the government
upon them, and calculated to produce the most ruin-

ous consequences to themselves and their posterity.
The subject was amply discussed, but the proprie-
taries were at length compelled to yield. Franklin's

good sense, by giving up several unessential points
which the other party magnilied to a great import-

ance, permitted them to do it with as good a grace as

possible. He agreed to see that the assessment of

the tax should be so made that the proprietary estates

should pay no more than a due proportion, and,

receiving this engagement, the Penn family gradually
withdrew their opposition and gave up to the pro-
vince the long-contested point. The adjustment was
not finally made till June, 17G0.

Though the great object of Franklin's mission to

London was now accomplished, he continued to

remain there for a still longer period. The important
advantages which Enrrland would derive from the

possession of the Canadas, and the means which stie

should employ to bring them within her dominion,
Beem to have engaged his attention sooner than that
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of any other individual. Tie perceived the folly of

carrying on the war with France in the heart of Ger-

many, and, as a loyal Eriton, urged the importance
of aiming a heavy blow at tlie French power in !N"orth

America. His advice and representations carried

great weight with the ministry. It has been said,
and it is doubtless true, that the expedition against
Canada, and its consequences in the victory of Wolfe
at Quebec, and the conquest of that country, may be

chiefly ascribed to Franklin. Afterwards, when the
war with France was drawing to a close, the same
mind perceived and urged the retention of the Cana-
das as a measure to be insisted upon by the British

government in its treaty of peace. Shortly after the
termination of his chief dispute with the proprietaries,
he published his famous "Canada Pamj^hlet," in

which, with his usual clearness and force, he laid

before the public mind the advantages which England
would receive by retaining Canada from the French.

Especially was the importance of this measure urged
on the ground that it would remove a dangerous
enemy from the borders of the British colonies. "

If,"

says the author,
" the visionary danger of independ-

ence in our colonies is to be feared, nothing is more

likely to render it substantial than the neighborhood
of foreigners at enmity with the sovereign government,
capable of giving either aid or an asjdum, as the
event shall require." The immediate result was as

Franklin desired
;
and it cannot be doubted that his

representations contributed greatly to shape the course
of the ministry in the treaty by which Canada was
secured to the British crown.

In the summer of 1761, Dr. Franklin visited the

principal cities on the continent of Europe, and, in.

1763, prepared to return to America. Several of his

British friends urged him to send for his family and
take up his residence in England, but to this he had

weighty objections. His home was in America, and
he loved it, as he afterwards abundantly proved, with
a strength of affection which would not suffer him to

13 I
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desert it. For a short time he remained, prosecuting
8ome interesting philosophical researches, and tlien

began to make preparations for bringing his long
protracted absence from his country to a close. On
the ITth of August, 1762, he thus writes from Ports-

mouth to Lord Karnes, whose acquaintance and

friendship he had had the happiness to gain during
his sojourn :

—" I am now waiting here only for a
wind to waft me to America, but can not leave this

happy island, and my friends in it, without extreme

regret, though I am going to a country and a people
that I love. I am going from the old world to the
new

;
and I fancy I feel like those who are leaving

this world for the next : grief at the parting ;
fear of

the passage ; hope of the future."

To this same nobleman, Franklin afterwards gave a
narrative of the events of his life for two or three

years inamediately following this, which we here
insert, as forming an apt continuation of his own auto-

biography.
" You require my history from the time I set sail

for America. I left England about the end of Au-

gust, l.'^2, in company with ten sail of merchant

ships u!ider convoy of a man of war. We had a

pleasai;^ passage to Madeira, where we were kindly
received and entertained, our nation then being in

hio;h honor with the Portuguese, on account of the

protection we were then altbrdiiig them against the

united invasion of France and Bpain. It is a fer-

tile island, and the diiferent heiirhts and situations

among its mountains, anord such temperaments of

air, that all the fruits of northern and southern

countries are produced there : corn, grapes, apples,

peache.-, oranges, lemons, plantains, bananas, &c.
Here we furnished oiirselves with fresh provisions
and refreshments of all kinds

; and, after a few

days, proceeded on our voyage, running southward
until we got into the trade winds, and then with

them westward, till we drew near the coast of America.
The weather was so favorable that there were but
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few days in which we could not visit from shij) to

ship, dining with each other, and on board the man
of war, which made the time pass very agreeably,
much more so than when one goes in a single ship ;

for this was like traveling in a moving village, with
all one's neighbors about one.

" On the 1st of November, I arrived safe and well

at my own hon^, after an absence of near six years ;

found my wife and daughter well, the latter grown
quite a woman, with many amiable accomplishments

acquired in my absence
;
and my friends as hearty

and affectionate as ever, with whom mv house was
filled for many days, to congratulate me on my
return. I had been chosen yearly, during my ab-

sence, to represent the city of Philadelphia in our

provincial assembly, and, on my appearance in the

house, they voted me three thousand pounds sterling
for my services in England, and their thanks, deliv-

ered by the speaker. In February following, my son

arrived with my new daughter ; for, with my con-

sent and approbatiun, he married, soon after I left

England, a very agreeable West India lady, with
whom he is very happy. I accompanied him to hia

government, where he met with the kindest reception
from the people of all ranks, and has lived with

them ever since in the greatest harmony.* A river

only parts that province and ours, and his residence

is within seventeen miles of me, so that we fre-

quently see each other.
" In the spring of 1763, I set out on a tour through

all the northern colonies, to inspect and regulate
the post offices in the several provinces.f In this

journey I spent the summer, traveled about six-

teen hundred miles, and did not get home till the

* As a compliment to the father, just before he left England,
William Franklin was appointed, by tlie ministry, govern2r of New
Jersey.

t Franklin was still postmaster general.
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beginning of November.''^ The assembly sitting

through the following winter, and warm disputes aris-

ing between them and the governor, I became wholly
engaged in public atfairs

; for, besides my duty as

an assembly man, I had another trust to execute,
that of being one of the commissioners appointed by
law, to dispose of the public money appropriated to

the raising and paying an army to«act against the

Indians and defend the frontiers. And then, in

December, we had two insurrections of the back
inhabitants of our province, by whom twenty poor
Indians were murdered, that had, from the first

settlement of the province, lived among us, under
the protection of our government. This gave me a

good deal of employment ; for, as the rioters threat-

ened farther mischief, and their actions seemed to

be approved by an ever acting party, I wrote a

pamphlet, entitled ' A Narrative,'! &c., (which I

think I sent to you,) to strengthen the hands of our
weak government, by rendering the proceedings of

the rioters unpopular and odious. This had a good
effect; and afterwards, when a great body of them,
with arms, marched toward the capital, in deliance

of the government, with an avowed resolution to

put to death one hundred and forty Indian converts,
then under its protection, I formed an association,
at the governor's request, for his and their defense,
we having no militia. Isear one thousand of the

citizens accordingly took arms
;

Governor Penn:{;
made my house, for some time, his head quarters,
and did every thing b}' my advice, so that, for about

eight and forty hours, I was a veiy great man, as

* In this journey he visited his relatives in Boston and Rhode
Island, and was received -vrith the warmest cordiality.

t "A Nanative of the Late Massacres in Lancaster county." This

•was not only an able exposure of the wickedness of these cold

blooded murders, but an eloquent appeal to the sensibilities of the

peo])le who were suffering from the disgrace of these transactions.

i In October, 17G3, John Penn arrived in Pennsylvania, having been

appoi'ited to succeed Governor Hamilton.
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1 had been once some years before, in a time of

public danger.
" But the fighting faoe we put on, and the reasonings

we used with the insurgents (for I went at the request
of the governor and council, with three others to meet
and discourse with them), having turned them back
and restored quiet to the city, I became a less man
than ever

;
for I had, by this transaction, made

myself many enemies among the populace ;
and the

governor (with whose family our public disputes had

long placed me in an unfriendly light, and the services

I had lately rendered not being of the kind that make
a man acceptable), thinking it a favorable opportunity,

joined the whole weight of the proprietary interest to

get me out of the assembly, which was accordingly
effected at the last election by a majority of about

twenty-five in four thousand voters. The house,

however, when they met in October, approved of the

resolution taken, while I was speaker,* of petitioning
the crown for a change of government, and requested
me to return to England to prosecute that petition,
which service I accordingly undertook, and embarked
at the beginning of liovember last,f being accompanied
to the ship, sixteen miles, by a cavalcade of three

hundred of my friends, who filled our sails with their

good wishes, and I arrived in thirty days at London."
We are now to contemplate Franklin on a broader

theatre of political action. The relations between the

colonies and the mother country were fast rising to an

importance which enlisted all his attention, and his

clear mind soon became one of the moving spirits in

guiding the train of events which led to the subsequent

struggle and independence. The British government,

guicled by the blindest infatuation, was taking away

* Franklin -was chosen Speaker of the Assembly in 1764. With hia

usual modesty, he makes no direct mention of this appointment in

this letter.

t Franklin left Philadelphia to set out upon this his third visit to

England November 7th, 1764.
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privilege after privilege from its American subjects,

utterl}^ unconscious that the "green withs" with
which it was binding the limbs of the young giant,
were soon to be broken like "

flax when it toucheth the
fire." The stamp act had been threatened while Dr.
Franklin was a member of the Pennsylvania assembly,
but was not made an act of parliament till some tiine

afterward. Soon after his arrival in London, his

attention was called to the subject, and his earnest

remonstrances were made to the ministry against the

j)roposed measure. He represented to them the folly
and the madness of the course, and assured them that

if the king would take the usual method, and issue

his letters, asking for supplies, money would willingly
be given by the colonies, and this too, far exceeding
in amount that which the stamp act was expected to

raise. He told them that the colonies would throw
themselves back upon the rights guarantied by the

British constitution, and claim exemption from taxa-

tion by parliament, a body in which they were allowed
to have no representation. He wrote articles for the

press against the measure, and ridiculed, M-ith all his

keen severity, the ideas which i)revailed in England
respecting America. The newspapers were full of

their speculations and exaggerated reports, and he
was indefatigable in his replies.

"
Every man in

England," he writes to Lord Kames,
" seems to con-

sider himself as a piece of a sovereign over America
;

seems to jostle himself into the throne with the king,
and talks of our subjects in the coloniesP Franklin
was not alone in his attempts to set these matters

right; but all the eflbrts of himself and his coadjutors
were fruitless so far as their main object was con-

cerned. A wise Providence was permitting the
British government to run its headlong course of folly
unrestrained. The stamp act was passed on the 22d
of March, 1765, notwithstanding the earnest remon-
strances that were pressed by the colonies and their

agents against it. "The tide," says Franklin, "was
too strong against us. The nation was provoked by
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American claims to independence, and all parties

joined by resolving in this act to settle the point.
We might as well liave hindered the sun's setting."

It is well known how this act was received in the

colonies. It was met everywhere with a burst of

indignation. Every officer appointed by the crown
to collect the taxes, found it impossible to execute his

commission, and was forced to resign. The exhibitions

of popular feeling, showed a degree of firmness and
determination for which the ministry were not pre-

pared. In the beginning of 1766, no stamps were
left in the provinces, the hated paper having all been
searched out and destroyed by the active resistants.

The law was in fact a dead letter, and the ministry
saw that it could never be enforced except at the

point of the bayonet, a measure which they were
not yet prepared to undertake. Mr. Grenville, the

original author of the bill, was at this time succeeded
in the ministry by the Marquis of Eockingham, and

early in 1766, the subject was again brought before

parliament. Petitions for the repeal of the odious

act were poured in from the colonies, and the mattei

was warmly discussed by both friends and foes.

During the discussion, Dr. Franklin underwent an
examination before parliament respecting the state

of affairs in America. He was questioned in the

presence of a full house, by various individuals of both

parties, and his answers were given without premedi-
tation, and without knowino; beforehand the nature or

form of the question that was to be put. let the

dignity of his bearing, says Mr. Sjjarks, I is self-

possession, the promptness and propriety wi i which
he replied to each interrogatory, the profound know-

ledge he displayed upon every topic presented to him,
his perfect acquaintance with the political condition

and internal affairs of his country, the fearlessness

with which he defended the late doings of his country-

men, and censured the measures of parliament, his

pointed expressions and characteristic manner
;

all

these combined to rivet the attention, and excite the
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astonisliment of his audience
;

—
and, indeed, tliere is

no event in this great man's life more creditable to

his talents and character, or more honorable to his

fame, than this examination before the British parlia-
ment. It is an enduring monument of his wisdom,
firmness, sagacity, and patriotism."

This examination carried great weight ; and, after a

stormy debate, the bill was at length repealed, though a
"
DeclaratoryAct

" was passed by parliament, affirming
their right to tax America. Franklin's labors had been
so assiduous that his health now began to fail him, and,
in order to recruit his overtaxed energies, he spent
two months of the summer of 1766 in traveling on
the continent of Europe. lie visited Holland and

Germany, and received the greatest marks of attention

from the learned wherever he went. His fame was
now spread over all the civilized world, and his

wonderful discoveries were far better appreciated by
men of science on the continent than in Grreat Britain.

During this tour he was able to accumulate many
facts from observation, which afterwards led to the

discovery of some interesting principles in philosophy.
His mind was always at work, but it seemed most

readily to catch at any thing promising to be of

practical benefit to the race.

The main business of Franklin in England, as

agent for Pennsylvania, was to procure for that

province a change in its form of government. But
as this was looked upon by the ministry as too"

great a privilege to be granted to a colony ;
and as

American affaire of more importance, as they deemed

it, were constantly demanding their attention, the

petition which Franklin was appointed to present,

gained but little of their notice. JSTotwithstanding

this, he earnestly pressed the subject before them,
but their laxity gave him much time for other pur-
suits. In September, 1T67, he visited Paris, and
was received with great favor by the king and

• Life of Frauklin, p. 299.
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court, as well as by noted men of letters in France.

Though he knew not what was before him for the

future, yet his habits of close observation enabled
him to acquire much information during this visit,
which he afterwards found was of great advantage
to him, when appointed minister plenipotentiary from
the United States to the court of Versailles.

In 1768 he was hoping to be able to return to
America. Nothing but the desire of accomplishing
the object of his mission had detained him so long
from his family, and the prospect for succeeding in
this was now darker than ever. But, while making
arrangements to leave, he received notice from the

governor of Georgia, that he had been appointed
agent for that province, which intelligence led him
at once to sacrifice his personal feelings, and remain
still longer in Great Britain. His correspondence
with his family, at this period, testify how great
was the sacrifice which he made of inclination to
what he conceived to be his duty. His letters to
Mrs. Franklin, during his whole sojourn away, are
full of atFection, and breathe a genial sympathy and
tenderness, which show that his mind was far from

being all engrossed in pnblic life. Franklin was

preeminently a man, both of the heart and the head.

Shortly after this he was appointed agent for N'ew
Jersey. His growing influence in America, and his
active exertions in England, enlisted against him
the jealousy of the ministry, who tlireatened to de-

prive him of the office which he still continued to

hold, as postmaster general for the colonies. As he
well knew tney could find no pretense for this in
his mal-administration of duty, he treated the threat
with indifterence, and it was not immediately exe-
cuted. With great boldnesss and energy he con-
tinued to oppose the encroachments of parliament
npon the rights of the colonies, unbiassed by either
favor or frown. The amount of his labors is as-

tonishing, and his efibrts can not well be over

estimated, in their important bearing upon the
I*
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subsequent 6trug2:le. His extensive correspondence
with the colonies Ivept him perfectly acquainted with
the state of American affairs, and all the information

he could derive was used, with that singular prudence
which characterized him, for the benefit of those

who had entrusted their interests to his hands. His

growing cares prevented all thoughts of immediately
returning to America, and, as he still continued in

England, the Massachusetts' province, in October,
1770, appointed him to act as her agent, thus making
four colonies whose welfare he was to maintain

against the encroachments of parliament and the

crown.
The great contest between America and England

began in the differences between the provincial
assemblies and parliament. The assemblies found
their privileges melting away before the exactions of

a body whose right to legislate for them, and especially
to lay taxes, they pertinaciously refused to acknow-

ledge. Their clamors had procured a rei:»eal of the

-etamp act, but the right of parliament to bind the

colonies, in all cases whatsoever, Avas still insisted

upon. The assemblies would not recognize this right,
but as they flattered themselves it would not be
executed now that the stamp act was repealed, they
were not very active at first in remonstrating against
it. Had this j^retended right been permitted to

remain dormant, the colonies would cheerfully have
furnished their quota of supplies, in the mode to

which they had been accustomed
;
that is, by acts of

their own assemblies, in consequence of requisitions
from the secretary of state. If this practice had
been pursued, such was the disposition of the colonies

towards the mother country, that, notwithstanding
the disadvantages under which they laboj'cd, from
restraints upon their trade, calculated solely fur the
benefit of the commercial and manufacturing interests

of Great Britain, a separation of the two countries

might have been a far distant event. The Americans,
from their earliest infancy, were taught to venerate
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a people from whom tliey were descended
;
whose

language, laws, and manners were the same as their

own. Thej looked up to them as models of perfection ;

and, in their prejudiced minds, the most enlightened
nations of Europe were considered as almost barbarians,
in comparison with Englishmen. The name of an

Englishmen conveyed to an American the idea of

every thing good and great. Such sentiments instilled

into them in early life, what, but a repetition of unjust
treatment, could have induced the most distant thought
of separation ! The duties on glass, paper, leather,

painters' colors, tea, &c.
;

the disfranchisement of

some of the colonies
;
the obstruction to_ the measures

of the legislature in others, by the. king's governors ;

the contemptuous treatment of their humble remon-

strances, stating their grievances, and praying a
redress of them, and other violent and oppressive
measures, at length excited an ardent spirit of oppo-
sition. Instead of endeavoring to alUxy this by a
more lenient conduct, the ministry seemed resolutely
bent upon reducing the colonies to the most slavish

obedience to their decrees. But this only tended to

aggravate. Yain were all the efforts made use of to

pj'evail upon them to lay aside their designs, to con-

vince thei.i of the impossibility of carrying them into

effect, and of the mischievous consef[uences which
must ensue from a continuance of the attempt ; they
persevered with an inflexibility scarcely paralleled.
The advantages which Great Britain derived from

her colonies were so great, that nothing but a degree
of infatuation little short of madness, could have

produced a continuance of measures calculated to

keep up a spirit of uneasiness, which might occasion
the slightest wish for a separation. When we consider
the great improvements in the science of government,
the general diffusion of the principles of liberty among
the people of Europe, the effects which these have

already produced in France, and the probable conse-

quences which will result from them elsewhere, all

of which are the offspring of the American Ivevoiution,
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it cannot Init appear strange that events of so OTeat

moment to the happiness of mankind should have
been ultimately occasioned hy the wickedness or

ignorance of a British ministry.
Dr. Franklin used every effort in liis power to in-

duce the ministry to take a different course, but all

in vain. They would not listen to his voice. His
clear mind saw, that if they did not change their

plans, consequences which they were not dreaming
of would soon burst upon them

;
but though he at-

tempted to bring this matter out before their view,

they ho Jed it not. It was about this time that he
seems f -st to have entertained the notion of American

indepef deuce. Separation from the mother country
was n( t at all contemplated by the colonies when

they f fst began to urge their grievances ;
but Frank-

lin saw that if their complaints continued unre-

dressed, such separation must inevitably be sought
for. Partly in expectation of results which he fore-

saw, he suggested to some of his American friends

the idea of a continental congress. This important
measure, whicli was afterwards carried out, seems
to have originated with Franklin.

There w^ere many in England who reprobated the

course of the ministry, and defended the colonies.

They consulted with Franklin to see if some means
could not be devised by which a reconciliation could

yet be effected. He readily gave them all the sug-

gestions in his power, and even presented them with

a basis of adjustment, on which alone, in his view,
the existing difficulties could be settled. Still, he
had but little hopes of success, lie despaired of

seeing the ministry change their policy, and he knew
that, unless this were clone, no reconciliation could
take place. He labored as faithfully as was in his

power, but was constantly rebuffed in all his at-

tempts. The ministry insulted him
;
noble lords, in

the house of peers, publicly defamed him
;
he was

deprived of his place as post-master general ;
and

various indignities were heaped upon him in requital
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for his honorable and high-minded course. Such
trifles as these did not move him from his dutv; but

finding, at length, that no alternative was left to the

colonies but armed resistance or unqualified sub-

mission, he believed that he could better serve their

interests in the inevitable struggle, by returning to

America, than by remaining at his present post.
He accordingly left England on the 21st of March,
1775, arriving in Philadelphia on the 5th of May.
A second congress was to assemble on the lOth

of May, and, the day after his arrival, Franklin w^as

chosen a representative in it by the assembly of

Pennsylvania. Before this body was readj' to meet,
he was convinced, by his personal observation, that

the opinion he had formed when in England, respect-

ing a reconciliation, was perfectly just. The recent

skirmishes at Lexington and Concord, where Ameri-
can blood had been spilled in resisting aggression,
awakened a new life all throua;h the colonies. The

feelings which had been steadily growing for the

few past years, were suddenly called forth to a

lively exercise. At once there arose from every
province a stern voice of resistance. The ties of

interest and reciprocal feeling, which had bound the

colonies 'to the mother country, were now broken.

The hour had come for the dark and trying contest

between weakness and right on the one side, and

power and wrong on the other. There were many
brave hearts who looked forward to the unequal con-

flict with apprehension and alarm, but the great

majority were ready to meet it boldly. The enthu-

siasm of the moment neither shut out from the

colonies the fearful odds against them, nor prevented
them from seeing the gigantic interests at stake.

Though all was dark, all was important. The issue

was to be a nation's birth, or a nation's death.

When congress assembled, there were a few who
had not yet given up all hopes of some satisfactory

adjustment without a resort to violent measures.

These proposed another petition to the crown* but
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altliough Franklin and the majority clearly saw that

matters had gone too far for such a measure to re-

sult in any good, they yielded to the proposition,

partly in the laudable spirit of promoting unity and

harmony, and partly with the design of thus gaining
time for the military and other preparations neces-

sary for the war which, they perceived, must inevi-

tably ensue. The petition was passed, and then

cono-ress faithfullv beo;an its work. Franklin became,
as it were, a young man again, in the earnestness

with which he labored. Never was the great energy
of his character more fully displayed than at the

present time. His toils were incessant. He was at

the same time a member of congress and chairman
of the committee of safety, appointed by the Penn-

sylvania assembly to attend to all matters connected
with the defense of the province. This latter post
was an exceedingly arduous, as well as a highly

responsible and important trust. "My time," he

says,
" was never more fully employed. In the morn-

ing, at six, I am at the committee of safety, which
hold$ till near nine, when I am in congress, and
that sits till four in the afternoon. Both these bodies

pi'oceed with the gi-eatest unanimity." At the same
time his mind was busy upon a plan of confedera-

tion for the colonies, which he laid before congress
on the 21st of July. It was not immediately acted

upon, but its presentation prepared the way for the

subsequently-formed federal Union. The post office

affairs of the country being all disarranged by the

present unsettled state of things, congress took the
matter into its own hands, and gave again to Frank-
lin the appointment of which the British ministry
had deprived him. He was reappointed post-master
general ; and, with perfect confidence in his integrity
and discretion, congress gave him conti-ol over the
whole business of the dej^artment, allowing him to

appoint deputies and establish post I'outes, as he
should think proper. Franklin does not seem to have
shrunk fi'om any of the duties which were pressed
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upon him. His early liabits of industry, and me-
thodical arrangement of his time, were now of great
service to him. Had it not been for these, even his

genius would have sunk under the overwhelming
labors whicli were constantly engaging his attention.

In every matter of great importance transacted by
congress during this jieriod, we find his name promi-
nent. The American army was to be organized anew,
and placed upon a footing suitable for meeting its

coming duties, and Franklin is sent with a committee
to the camp at Cambridge to assist the newly-appointed
commander-in-chief in this work. During his absence,
he is elected to represent the city of Philadelphia in

the Pennsylvania assembly ; returning, he takes upon
himself thes'e additional duties, and finds himself also

appointed by congress a member of a committee for

secret correspondence with individuals in Europe upon
a matter of vital importance between the colonies
and the mother country. The design of this committee
was to awaken and keep up an interest in the colonies

among the friends of America in England, Ireland,
and the continent of Europe ; and, from Dr. Franklin's

long residence and extensive acquaintance abroad, the
chief part of the correspondence devolved upon him.
Soon after, another arduous duty was pressed upon

him. Congress appointed him, with two others, a
commissioner to Canada for the purpose of regulating
the American army which had been sent there, and
to assist the Canadians in setting up an indej)endeut

government for themselves, and also to induce them
to join the southern colonies in their resistance to

England. This mission was unsuccessful
; and, indeed,

it does not appear that Franklin himself anticipated
much benefit from it. The journey to Montreal was

performed in the spring of 1TT6, and the excessive

hardships which Franklin endured on the way, from
bad weather and roads, were too much for his alreadv
overtaxed constitution. "I begin to apprehend," he
writes from Saratoga,

" that I have undertaken a

fatigue that, at my time of life, may prove too much
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for rae
;

so I sit down to write to a few friends hy

way offarewell^ The journey was, however, accom-

plished; though, as we have said, productive of no

very beneficial results, and Franklin returned to

Philadelphia in June.

The lieets and armies, which Great Britain was now

sending over to enforce obedience, were truly formi-

dable; yet it was at this time, and in view of all the

hazards of the contest, that the momentous question
of independe:nce was brought forward, AVith an

army,
—numerous indeed, but ignorant of discipline,

and entirely unskilled in the art of war, without

money, without a licet, without allies, and with nothing
but the love of liberty to support them,—the colonists

determined to separate from a country,' from which

they had experienced a repetition of injurj^ and insult.

In this question Dr, FrankUn was decidedly in favor

of the measure proposed, and was appointed by
congress one of a committee of five to prepare a

declaration asserting the independence of the United
States, The declaration was written by Jefferson,
and presented to congress from the committee as it

came from his hands, with the exception of a few
verbal alterations suggested by Franklin, On the 4th

of July, this immortal article, after having been

debated fur three days, was passed by congress, signed

by the members,* and promulgated as a formal utter-

ance in the face of the world, that the United States

had a right to be free.

Soon after this, a convention met, at Philadelphia,
for the purpose of forming a new constitution for

Pennsylvania, Franklin was chosen its president, a

duty which he discharged with great fidelity, notwith-

standing the heavy burdens which already taxed his

energies, AYhen Lord Howe arrived in America as a
commissioner from Great Britain, Franklin, who had
made his acquaintance in England, corresponded with

• All the members present on the 4th of July signed the Declaration,

except John Dickinson, a delegate from Pennsylvania.
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liim respecting the natiire of his mission
; and, upon

his lordship expressing a desire to confer with some
of the members of congress, lie was appointed, with
two others, to go and see Avhat propositions the English
commissioner had to offer. The interview took place
at Staten Island, Sept. 11th, but was productive of no
definite result. Lord Howe made no proposals for

peace, and the committee from congress returned and

reported to that body, that, so far as they could learn,
his powers extended only to the granting pardons to

those who w^ould submit.
Thus convinced that nothing remained to them but

to go forward and meet the whole strength of the
British arm, congress seriously turned its thoughts to

a matter which it had before partially discussed. It

was determined to make an effort to enter into some

foreign alliance which would enable the United States

more successfully to resist the British forces, and
France was selected as the power most likely to be
able and willing to render them the desired assistance.

Congress accordingly appointed Franklin, Silas Deane,
and Arthur Lee, commissioners "

to transact the

business of the United States at the court of France."
Messrs. Deane and Lee were already in Europe, and

Franklin, notwitlistanding his age and consequent
infirmities, immediately prepared to join them. He
sailed from America, October 26th, 1776, and arrived
in Fi'ance early in December.

Perhaps no person could have been found more

capable of rendering essential services to the United

States, at the court of France, than Dr. Franklin.

His wonderful discoveries in science had surrounded
his name with a world-wide celebrity, but had gained
him especial honors among the French. His philo-

sophical papers had already been translated into many
languages, and, in addition to these, the French pos-
sessed three separate translations of his Poor Richard^
which, for its style of surpassing simplicity and

precision, and its sagacious maxims relating to the

springs of human action, they lauded as almost without

14
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a parallel in any other writer. Tlie history of his

recent transactions in England, his bold and uncom-

promising defense of his country's rights, the success

\vith which he had sustained his examination before

parliament, and the abuse he had received from tlie

ministers, were known everywhere, and had added to

the fame of the philosopher and philanthropist, that

of the statesman and patriot.* His arrival in France

was unexpected, and the business of his mission at

first unknown, but he was received with all the cordi-

ality and enthusiasm which the French know better

than any other nation how to dis])lay. A Frenchmanf
had first applied to him the sublime inscription

—
"
Eripuit ccelo fulmen, sceptrumque tyraimis ;

"

and soon after he had reached Paris, portraits of him,
with this motto attached, were multiplied on every
hand. A variety of medallions were likewise made,
on which his head was represented, of various sizes,

suitable to be set in the lids of snuff-boxes, or to bo
worn in rings. Yast numbers of these were sold, as

well as numerous copies of pictures, busts, and prints,
in which the artists vied with each other to attain

beauty of exegutiou and accuracy of resemblance.

His name was spoken with loud applause by almost

every tongue. The attentions which wei'e lavished

upon him, were received with a becoming modesty,
but, at the same time, with dignity. He exhibited no
embarrassment amid the refinements of Parisian

society, to which he was at once introduced
; but,

though he could act the part of a courtier with native

ease, he never forgot, and never failed to manifest, that

he was a republican. He showed himself perfectly

acquainted with all the intrigues of diplomacy, and,
in the negotiations upon which he entered, as soon as

possible, he astonished the ministry by his perfect

acquaintance with every detail, together with the

comprehensive nature of his plans, and the energy and

•
Sparks' Life of Franklin, p. 420. t Turgot,
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acumen with which he advocated them. Lacretclle,
a French historian of celebrity, thus speaks of him :

"
By the eifect wiiich Franklin produced in France,

one might say that he fulfilled his mission, not with a

court, but with a free people. Diplomatic etiquette
did not permit him often to hold interviews with the

ministers, but he associated with all the distinguished
personages, who directed public opinion. Men im-

agined tliey saw in him a sage of antiquity, come
back to give austere lessons and generous examples to
the moderns. They personified in him the republic,
of which he was the representative and the legislator.
They regarded his virtues as those of his countrymen,
and, even judged of their physiognomy by the imposing
and serene traits bf his own. Happy was he who
could gain admittance to see him in the house which

he_ occupied. This venerable old man, it Avas said,
joined to the demeanor of Phocion the spirit of
Socrates. Courtiers were struck with his native

dignity, and discovered in him the profound statesman.

Young officers, impatient to signalize themselves in
another hemisphere, came to interrogate him respecting
the military condition of the Americans

; and, wdien
he spoke to them with deep concern and a manly
frankness of the recent defeats, which had put his

country in jeopardy, this only excited in them a more
ardent desire to join and assist the republican soldiers."

jSrot\yithstanding his flattering reception, Franklin
and his associate commissioners soon found, that

they could make no rapid headway in the business
before them. The French ministry were not yet
prepared for the open rupture with England, which
they knew must at once ensue upon their espousing
the cause of her revolted colonies. They secretly
wished success to the American cause, and longed
to see their formidable rival despoiled of her trans-
atlantic possessions ;• but they took much time for
deliberation before giving the commissioners any
definite encouragement of aid. The news of the
reverses of the campaign of 1776 added materially
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to the delay. Exaggerated rumors were spread over

France, that all was well nigh lost for the United
States. The American army had retreated from
Canada. The battle of Brooklyn had been fought,

resulting in the total rout of the continental forces,
and the evacuation of Long Island. New York had
been given up to the British. General Howe was
master of forts Washington and Lee. The heroic

army was fast becoming disbanded — the militia

throwing down their arms, and returning home in

despair. General Washington, with the remnant who
remained, ill clothed and scantily fed, was retreating,
before the British, through a desponding country.

Congress had fled from Philadelphia to Baltimore.

It was reported, in France, that thousands were daily

flocking to avail themselves of the j)ardon which
Lord llowe had ofl'ered to the rebels who would
return

;
and though Washington was still unyielding,

yet, in the minds of many, the last reasonable

hope of liberty for this country had well nigh ex-

pired.
Under these circumstances, it was hardly to be

expected that France would put herself in jeopardy
by an o^^en declaration. But though the commis-
sioners were excluded from court, and received no
outward tokens of the royal favor, in secret they
were assured, by the ministry, that the king was

graciously disposed towards the object of their

mission. But this was not all. They were so happy
as to receive more substantial assurances of aid.

They were informed, through a private channel, that

they would receive two millions of livres, to be ex-

pended for the use of the United States, which, it

was at first intimated to them, was a loan from

generous individuals, who wished well to the Ameri-
cans in their struggle for freedom, and that it was
not expected to be repaid till after the peace. The

money was in fact, however, drawn from the royal
treasury, as the commissioners themselves perfectly
understood. Thus assm-ed of the real disposition of
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the Frencli court, and knowing tlie resolntion with

which the United States would, notwithstanding their

present reverses, still continue to prosecute their

cause, Franklin and his associates had little doubt

but that, ultimately, they would be able to bring
France over openly to their side.

In this they were not disappointed. The campaign
of 1777 put a diiferent aspect on the state of af-

fairs in America. The capture of Burgoyne, and
the good conduct of the troops under Washington,
showed that the Americans were in earnest, and
wanted neither physical strength nor firmness of

purpose. The commissioners laid before the court

the brightening condition of things in the United

States, and were soon assured that this was what
the king and ministry had waited for, and earnestly
desired. They renewed their propositions for a

treaty, and, after the necessary diplomatic interviews

and delays, their object was gained. M. Gerard,
the secretary of the king's council, called upon them,
and told them that his majesty, by the advice of

his council, had determined to acknowledge the inde-

pendence of the United States, and to enter into a

treaty of amity and commerce with them
;

that it

was the desire and intention of the king to form

such a treaty as would be durable, which could

be done only by establishing it on principles of

exact reciprocity," so that its continuance should be

for the interests of both parties; that no advantage
would be taken of the present situation of the United

States, to obtain terms which they would not willingly

agree to under any other circumstances, and that

it was his fixed determination to support their inde-

pendence by all the means in his power. This would

doubtless lead to a war with England ; yet the king
would not ask or expect any compensation for the

expense and damage he might sustain on that ac-

count. The only condition required by him would

be, that the United States should not give up tlaeir

independence in any treaty of peace they might



212 LIFE OF FEANKLTN.

mate v^'r^h England, nor rehini to their subjection
to the liritish govcrnmcut.*

These generous terms were made the basis of a

treaty, which was soon definitely agreed upon by
the commissioners and French ministry. Various
writers have condemned the policy of the king, for

giving any countenance to a revolution whose indi-

rect results were ultimately so disastrous to his own
throne. Doubtless Louis, in this measure, was un-

consciously digging a mine beneath his feet
; but,

whatever may be said of the wisdom of his course,
the United States will always have reason to be

grateful for his aid. It is but just to add, that all

through the war which she now took ui^on herself

in our defense, France showed not the least dis-

position to disregard any of the obligations under
which she became voluntarily bound.
The treaties of amity and alliance were signed at

Paris, on the 6th of February, 1778, and a special

messenger was at once dispatched with them to

America, where they diftused a universal joy. Too
much praise cannot be awarded to Franklin, for his

efforts in bringing the matter to a successful issue.

His reputation, joined to the proof which he constantly

gave of his abilities, enabled him, during his whole
residence at the French court, to exercise an influence

which no other individual could have done. When
we take his labors here, in connection with what he
had previously accomplished for the welfare of the

United States, we can place his name second only to

that of Washington, in the list of those who merit the

grateful remembrance of their country.
The treaties having been signed, and the position

of the French court, in reference to America, openly
proclaimed, all farther restraint was removed, and the

commissioners were allowed to take their place at

Versailles, as the representatives of an indej)eudent

government, on the same footing as the ambassadors

*
Sparks' Life of Franklin, p. 431.
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of the European powers. D'Auberteuil, in describing
the ceremony of their introduction to court, thus speaks
of Franklin :

—" He was accompanied and followed

by a great number of Americans and individuals from
various countries, whom curiosity had drawn together.
His age, his venerable aspect, the simplicity of his

dress, every thing fortunate and remarkable in the
life of this American, contributed to excite public
attention. The clapping of hands, and other expres-
sions of joy, indicated that warmth of enthusiasm
which the French are more susceptible of than any
other people, and the charm of which is enhanced to

the object of it by their politeness and agreeable
manners. After this audience, he crossed the cour*

on his way to the office of the minister of foreign
affairs. The multitude waited for him in the passage,
and greeted him with their acclamations. He met
with a similar reception wherever he appeared in

Paris." All this testimony of respect was shown him
in that most refined court, in spite of the republican
manners and dress which he perhaps somewhat os-

tentatiously displayed. Says Madame Campan, in her
memoirs: "His straight, unpowdered hair, his round

hat, his brown, cloth coat, formed a singular contrast
with the laced and embroidered coats, and powdered
and perfumed heads, of the courtiers of Versailles."
As a still farther illustration of the regard in which

he was held by the French, an interview which took

place between him and Voltaire may be mentioned.
The latter had expressed a desire to see the American

philosopher, and, upon tlieir meeting in a large com-

pany, Voltaire addressed him in English, and con-
tinued the conversation in that language. Madame
Denis, who stood by, interrupted by reminding him
that Franklin understood French, and requested them
to converse in that language, so that the rest of the

company might know the subject of their discourse.
" Excuse me, ma ohere^'' said Voltaire,

" I have the

vanity to show that I am not unacquainted with the

language of a Franklin."



214 LFFE OF FRANKLlN.

A few months after the treaties were concluded,

(Sept. 14tli, 1778,) Franklin was appointed minister

plenipotentiary to tlie French court. This threw the

whole burden of aftairs upon him alone
; yet, not-

withstanding his age and infirmities, he was able to

attend to them very successfully. Like every other

great man, he had his enemies, who endeavored to

find fault with his manner of conducting the official

business which devolved upon him
;

but it is a
sufficient refutation of all their charges, that, during
his long residence in France, he acquired the confi-

dence of the king and ministry to such a degree that

he rarely made a request of them, which was not

granted, although the wants of congress, particularly
in the article of monej^, rendered frequent applications

necessary. He himself said, that the minister for

foreign affairs, the Count de Yergennes, never made
him a promise which he did not fulfill,

" and it is a
fact worthy of being remembered, as bearing upon
this subject, that not one of the vast number of drafts,
which were drawn on him by congress, throughout
the war, was allowed to be protested, or to pass the

time of payment, although he relied almost exclu-

sively on the French government for funds to meet
them." Sometimes he was told that his heavy drafts

subjected the king to much inconvenience
;
and it

can hardly be doubted, that, had they come from

any other source, some of them would have been
dishonored. Such facts as these abundantly refute

all the testimony of his enemies against him. The
slanders which they put forth, have long since died

away, and are now only remembered to cover their

authors with infamy. Such has always been the

fate of malicious attempts to injure another's charac-

ter
; but, unfortunately, men are slow to learn this

lesson. Little men still live, as they always have

done, by carping at the actions of the great,
Li 1781, Franklin himself solicited his recall.

Congress had refused to grant him a, secretary of

legation, and he continued alone to discharge the
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duties of liis office, till the claims of his own nature

obliged him to request the appointment of another to

his place. Writing to the president of congress, ho

Bays :

" I must now beg leave to say something
relating to myself; a subject with which I have not

often troubled the congress. I have passed my
seventy-fifth year, and I find, that the long and
severe fit of the gout, which I had the last winter,
has shaken me exceedingly, and I am yet far from

having recovered the bodily strength I before enjoyed.
I do not know that my mental faculties are impaired ;

perhaps I shall be the last to discover that; but I

am sensible of great diminution in my activity, a

quality I think particularly necessary in your min-
ister for this court. I am afraid, therefore, that your
affairs may some time or other suffer by my defici-

ency. I find, also, that the business is too heavy for

me, and too confining. The constant attendance at

home, which is necessary for receiving and accepting

your bills, of exchange (a matter foreign to my
ministerial functions), to answer letters, and perform
other parts of my employment, prevents my taking
the air and exercise, which my annual journeys

formerly used to afi'ord me, and which contributed

much to the preservation of my health. There are

many other httle personal attentions, which the in-

firmities of age render necessary to an old man's

comfort, even in some degree to the continuance of

his existence, and with which business often interferes.
" I have been engaged in public affairs, and

enjo^^ed public confidence, in some shape or other,

during the long term of fifty years, and honor suffi-

cient to satisfy any reasonable ambition
;
and I have

no other left but that of repose, which I hope the

congress will grant me, by sending some person to

supply my place. At the same time, I beg they

may be assured, that it is not any the least doubt of

their success in the glorious cause, nor any disgust
received in their service, that induces me to de-

cline it, but purely and simply the reasons above
J
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mentioned
;
—

and, as I cannot at present undergo the

fatigues of a sea voyage, (the last having been ahnost

too much for me,) and would not again expose

myself to the hazard of capture and imprisonment
in this time of war, I pur2)ose to remain here at

least till the peace ; perhaps it may be for the re-

mainder of my life; and, if any knowledge or

experience I have acquired here, may be thought of

use to my successor, I shall freely communicate

it, and assist him with any influence I may be sup-

posed to have, or counsel that may be desired ot

me."

ISTotwithstanding uhis request, congress felt too

highly the importance of his services to accede to it.

They refused to appoint his successor, and this

directly in the face of all the efforts which had been
made to procure his removal. It may be doubted

even, whether those of his enemies who really loved

their country, would have felt at ease by seeing him
removed from a position whose duties they secretly
well knew he was most ably discharging.
Soon after this, a new task was imposed upon him.

The capture of Cornwallis had sealed the fate of the

British armies in America, and parliament at length

began to respond to the clamorous voice of the nation

for peace. England Avas tired of the war, and con-

gress appointed five commissioners to meet at Paris,
and receive any propositions for peace which she

mio;ht see fit to offer. Dr. Franklin was one of these,

and the manner in which he discharged his duties,
showed that his mind was as vigorous as ever, not-

withstanding the infirmities of his body. He stated,
at the outset, to those who were appointed to negotiate
on the part of the British government, what propo
sitions it would be necessary for England to oft'er,

if she desired a complete reconciliation and a lasting

peace. These were
; first, independence, full and

complete in every sense, to the thii*teen states
;
and

all troops to be withdrawn from tliere. Secondly, a
settlement of the boundaries of their colonies and
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the loyal colonies. Thirdly, a confinement of the

boundaries of Canada
;

at least, to what they were
before the last act of Parliament, in 1774, if not to

a still more contracted state, on an ancient footing.

Fourthly, a freedom of fishing on the Banks of New-
foundland, and elsewhere, as well for fish as whales.

Much delay was occasioned by the discussion of

these points on both sides
;

but the American com-
missioners were unyielding. They plainly signified
to the opposite party that England could expect no

peace except by unqualifiedly granting each one of

them. By their firnmess and address,- the matter
was at length settled

;
and preliminary articles of

peace, upon this footing, were at length signed at

Paris, on the 30th of November, 1782. These formed
the basis of the definitive treaty of peace which was

signed also at Paris, on the 3d of Septeml^er, 1783.

This closed the Pevolution, and left the United States

free in the si^-ht of the world. Dr. Franklin, in a
letter to a friend, thus expresses his sentiments upon
this occasion

; they are, as another has remarked,

worthy to be held in perpetual remembrance by his

countrymen :

"Thus the great and hazardous enterprise we have
been engaged in, is, God be praised, happily com-

pleted ;
an event I hardly expected I should live to

see. A few years of peace, well improved, will re-

store and increase our strength, but our future safety
will depend on our union and our virtue. Britain

will be lono; watchingr for advantages to recover

what she has lost. If we do not convince the world
that we are a nation to be depended on for fidelity
in treaties

;
if we appear negligent in paying our

debts, and ungrateful to those who have served and
befriended us

;
our reputation, and all the strength it

is capable of procuring, will be lost, and fresh at-

tacks upon us will be encouraged and promoted by
better prospects of success. Let us, therefore, beware
of being lulled into a dangerous security, and of

being both enervated and impoverished by luxury;
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of being weakened hj internal contentions and di

visions
;

of being shamefully exti'avagant in con-

tracting private debts, while we are backward in

discharging honorablj those of the public ;
of neglect

in military exercises and discipline, and in providing
stores of arms and mimitions of war, to be ready on
occasion

;
for all these are circumstances wbich give

confidence to enemies and difiidence to friends
;
and

the expenses required to prevent a war, are much

lighter than those that will, if not prevented, be

absolutely necessary to maintain it."

Dr. Franklin's great political cares did not wholly
shut out philosophical pursuits from his attention.

During the latter part of his sojourn in France,
the pretended wonders of animal magnetism were

making a good deal of noise in the world, and de-

luding the credulous and weak-minded almost as

fully as at the present day. So much stir was made
in Faris respecting it, that the king appointed a

committee of nine, from the royal academy and fac-

ulty of medicine, to examine the claims of the soi-

disant science. Franklin was honored by being

placed at their head. A fair and diligent investi-

gation was made, which continued for several months,

during which Mesmer himself, and Geslon, his pupil
and partner, were allowed every opportunity of test-

iuir their claims before the couimittee. The result was

precisely the same as in every subsequent instance,
where the subject has been carefully examined by a

body of scientilic men. The whole was pronounced a

cheat and delusion. That a fair opportunity was

given for Mesmer to support his pretensions can not

be denied
;
and whatever may be said of the other

members of the committee, certainly no one can doubt
that Dr. Franklin would have readily admitted them,
could their truth have been at all substantiated.

Mesmer was professing to cure all manner of diseases,
and Franklin's love for his kind would have been de-

lighted with the truth of such professions ;
as it was,

however, he was forced to pronounce them false.
"

It
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is surprising," he says, in relation to this subject,
"how much credulity still subsists in the M^orld."

Dr. Franklin's last official act in France was the

signing of a treaty of peace between the United
States and Prussia, in 1785. Congress at length
yielded to his solicitations, and appointed Mr. Jeffer-

son his successor at the French court
;
and Franklin,

having resided there for eight years and a-half, pre-

pared to return to America. He had left his country
nearly at the outset of her struggle for independence ;

and now, with almost parental solicitude, he wished
to go back and witness the result of the successful

termination of the contest. He had many friends in

France, to some of whom he was strongly attached
;

but he could not feel the force of their inducements,
that he should spend the remainder of his days with
them. He left them, with their sincerest regret.
He sailed from Havre, for Southampton, in the latter

part of July, 1785
; and, after a short visit to Eng-

land, proceeded directly to America. He has left on
record a journal kept during the whole voyage, the

last entry in which is as follows :

"
Wednesday, September 14th. "With the flood in

the morning, came a light breeze, which brought us
above Gloucester Point, in full view of dear Phila-

delphia ! when we again cast anchor to wait for the

health officer, who, having made his visit, and finding
no sickness, gave us leave to land. My son-in-law

came in a boat for us
;
we landed at Market street

wharf, where we were received by a crowd of people,
with huzzas, and accompanied with acclamations

quite to my door. Found my family well. Gmi be

praised for all his mercies !
"

Franklin received an enthusiastic welcome, which

abundantly testified to the undiminished esteem and
affection for him of his fellow-citizens. His wife had
died some years previously, and he now took up his

residence with his daughter, hoping to spend his few

remaining days in quiet, under her affectionate care.
" I am again surrounded by my friends," he writes,
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with a fine family of grand-chiklren about iny knees,
and an affectionate, good daughter and son-in-law, to

take care of me
;

—
and, after fifty years' pul)lic ser-

vice, I have the pleasure to find the esteem of my
country, with regard to me, undiminished." In his

expectation to be free from all further public duties,
he was disappointed. He had hardly got settled at

home, before he was elected a member of the supreme
executiye council of Pennsylyania, which was soon
followed by his appointment to the presidency of the

state, an ofiice equivalent to the goyernorship in the

pther states. These duties he would not shrink from,

though irksome to him. He entered upon them
;
and

showed, by his labors, that his mind was as vigorous
as it ever had been. By the constitution of the state,
a man could hold the ofiice of president for only
three successive years ;

after which, he was ineligible
to it for the next four years. Franklin was regularly
chosen for the three years.

AVhile discharging the duties of this post, he was
elected a delegate from Pennsylvania, to the conven-
tion for framing a constitution of the United States,
which met in Philadelphia, May, 1787. He was
now in his eighty-second year, yet we find no fiaggino-
of his intellectual powers. His speeches, before the

convention, show none of the garrulity of age ;
but

are made in few words, and always bear directly

upon the point at issue. Though he could not ap-
prove of all the articles finally adopted, yet, seeing
that they were the best to be hoped for, he gave
them his assent, and labored to bring the members
to a* unanimous approval of the constitution. "I
can not help expressing a wish," said he,

" that

every member of the convention, who may still

have objections to it, would, with me on this occa-

sion, doubt a little of his own infallibility; and, to

make manifest our unanimity^ put his name to this

instrument."

The following interesting description of his appear-
ance and manner of life, at this period, is extracted
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by SparIvS, in Lis Life of Franklin,* from a journal
written^ by Rev. Dr. Cutler, of Massachusetts, who
was distinguished as a scholar, and, particularly, as
a botanist. While at Philadelphia, in July, 1787,
he called to pay his respects to the Doctor

;
and the

followinoj is liis account of the visit:

"Dr. Franklin lives in Market street; his house
stands up a court, at some distance from the street.

We found him in his garden, sitting upon a grass
plot, under a very large mulberry tree, with several
other gentlemen, and tw^o or three ladies. When Mr.
Gerry introduced me, he rose from his chair, took me
by the hand, expressed his joy at seeing me, wel-
comed me to the city, and begged me to seat myself
close to him. His voice was low, but his countenance

open, frank, and pleasing. I delivered to him my
letters. After he had read them, he took me again
by the hand, and, with the usual compliments, inti-o-

duced me to the other gentlemen, who were most of
them members of the convention.

" Here we entered into a free conversation, and

spent our time most agreeably, until it was quite
dark. The tea-table was spread under the tree

;
and

Mrs. Bache, wdio is the only daughter of the Doctor,
and lives with him, served it out to the company.
She had three of her children about her. They
seemed to be exceedingly fond of their grandpapa.
The Doctor showed me a curiosity he had just re-

ceived, and with which he was much pleased. It

was a snake with two heads, preserved in a large
phial. It was taken near tlie confluence of the

Schuylkill with the Delaware, about four miles from
this city. It was about ten inches long, well propor-
tioned, the heads perfect, and united to the body
about one-fourth of an inch below the extremities of

the jaws. The snake was of a dark brown, approach-
ing to black, and the back beautifully speckled with

white. The belly was rather checkered with a reddish

*
Page 519.
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color, and white. The Doctor supposed it to be full

grown, which I think is probable ;
and he thinks it

must be a sui-generis of that class of animals. lie

grounds his opinion of its not being an extraordinary-

production, but a distinct genus, on the perfect form

of the snake, the probability of its being of some

age, and there having been found a snake entirely

similar, (of which the Doctor has a drawing, which
lie showed us,) near Lake Champlain, in the time of

the late war.
" After it was dark, we went into the house, and

he invited me into his library, which is likewise his

study. It is a very large chamber, and high-studded.
The walls are covered w^ith book-shelves, filled with

books
; besides, there are four large alcoves, extend-

ing two-thirds the length of the chamber, filled in

the same manner. I presume this is the largest, and

by far the best, private library in America. He
showed us a glass machine for exhibiting the circu-

lation of the blood in the arteries and veins of the

human body. The circulation is exhibited by the

passing of a red fluid from a reservoir into numerous

capillary tubes of glass, ramified in every direction,

and then returning in similar tubes to the reservoir,

which was done with great velocity, without any
power to act visibly on the fluid, and had the ap-

pearance of perpetual motion. Another great curi-

osity was a rolling-press, for taking the copies of

letters, or any other writing. A sheet of paper is

completely copied in less than two minutes
;
the copy

as fair as the original, and without defacing it in the

smallest degree. It is an invention of his own,

extremely useful in many situations of life. He also

showed us his long, artificial arm, and hand., for

taking down and putting up books on high shelves,
which are out of reach

;
and his great arm-chair,

with rockers, and a large fan placed over it, with

which he fans himself, keeps off the flies, &c., while

he sits reading, with only a small motion of the foot
;

and many other curiosities and inventions, all hia
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own, but of lesser note. Over his mantel, lie has a

prodigious number of medals, busts, and casts in

wax, or plaster of Paris, which are the effigies of the
most noted characters in Europe.

" But what the Doctor wished principally to show

me, was a huge volume on botany, which indeed
afforded me the greatest pleasure of any one thing
in his library. It was a single volume, but so large,
that it was with great difficulty that he was able to

raise it from a low shelf, and lift it on the table
;

but, with that senile ambition, which is common to

old people, he insisted on doing it himself, and would

permit no person to assist him, merely to show us

how much strength he had remaining. It contained
the whole of Linnaeus' Systema Yegetabiliwtn^ with

large cuts of every plant, colored from nature. It

was a feast to me, and the Doctor seemed to enjoy
it as well as myself. We spent a couple of hours in

examining this volume
;

while the other gentlemen
amused themselves with other matters. The Doctor
is not a botanist, but lamented he did not in early
life attend to this science. He delights in natural

history, and expressed an earnest wish, that I should

pursue the plan which I had begun ;
and hoped this

science, so much neglected in America, would be

pursued with as much ardor here as it is now in

every part of Europe. I wanted, for three months,
at least, to have devoted myself entirely to this one
volume

; but, fearing lest I should be tedious to him,
I shut it up, though he urged me to examine it longer.
"He seemed extremely fond, through the course

of the visit, of dwelling on philosophical subjects,
and particularly that of natural history; while the

other gentlemen were swallowed up with politics.
This was a favorable circumstance for me

;
for almost

the whole of his conversation was addressed to me,
and I was highly delighted with the extcvnsive know-

ledge he ajDpeared to have of every subject, the

brightness of his memory, and clearness and vivacity
of all his mental faculties, notwithstanding his age

*- J*
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His manners are perfectly easy, and every thing
about him seems to diffuse an unrestrained freedom
and happiness. lie has an incessant vein of humor,
accompanied with an uncommon vivacity, which
seems as natural and involuntary as his breathing.
He urged me to call on him again, but my short stay
would not admit. We took our leave at ten, and I

retired to my lodgings."
We now draw near the close of this great man's

career. His life had been prolonged far bej^ond the

average lot of his fellow men
; and, when the in-

firmities of old age were joined to other maladies, he
became sensible that he was rapidly approaching the

grave. For two or three years previously to his

death, he was suffering almost constant pain ;
but

there was nothing which seemed to indicate imme-
diate dissolution, till early in April, 1790, when he
was attacked with a fever and pain in the breast.

Dr. Jones, the physician who attended him during
this crisis, gives the follov\ano; account of his last davs :

" The stone, M'ith which he had been afflicted for

several years, had, for the last twelve months of his

life, confined him chiefly to his bed
; and, during the

extremely painful paroxysms, he was obliged to take

lartre doses of laudanum to mitio-ate his tortures.

Still, in the intervals ot pain, he not only amused
himself by reading and conversing cheerfully with
his family, and a few friends who visited him, but
was often employed in doing business of a public,' as

well as of a private nature, N^'ith various persons who
waited upon him for that purpose ; and, in every
instance, displayed not only the readiness and dispo-
sition to do good,, which were the distinguishing
characteristics of his life, but the fullest and clearest

possession of his uncommon abilities. He also not

unfrequently indulged in those jcuw d''esprit and

entertaining anecdotes, which were the delight of all

who heard them.
"About sixteen days before his death, he was

Beized with ? feverish disposition withouJt any
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particular symptoms attending it, till the third or
foarth day, when he complained of a j^ain in his left

breast, which increased till it became extremely acute,
attended by a cough and laborious breathing. During
this state, when the severity of his j^ains drew forth

a groan of complaint, he would observe, that he was
afraid he did not bear them as he ought ;

acknow-

ledging his grateful sense of the many blessings he
had received from the Supreme Being, who had
raised him, from small and low beginnings, to such

high rank and consideration among men
;
and made

no doubt but that his present afflictions M^ere kindly
intended to wean him from a world in which he was
no longer fit to act the part assigned him. In this

frame of body and mind he continued, till five days
before his death, when the pain and difiiculty of

breathing entirely left him
;

and his family were

flattering themselves with the hopes of his recovery ;

but an imposthume which had formed in his lungs,

suddenly burst, and discharged a quantity of matter,
which he continued to throw up, while he had power ;

but, as that failed, the organs of respiration became

gradually oppressed; a calm, lethargic state ^.-suc-

ceeded
; and, on the 17th of April, 1790, about eleven

o'clock at night, he cpiietly expired, closing a long
and useful life of eighty-four years and three months."
His death occasioned universal regret in America,

and many parts of Europe. Testimonials of respect
for his memory, were passed by the American con-

gress, the national assembly of France, and various

other bodies, political and scientific. The many
learts which had loved him, sorrowed as under the

"Veight of a heavy calamity when the news of his

iecease reached them.
There has been much discussion respecting Dr.

Franklin's religious views. Ske2:)tics have attempted
to supj)ort their shallow pretensions, by ranking him

among the disbelievers in Christianity. Though the

matter is of little importance, so far as religion alone

is concerned, it becomes of the greatest moment
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when considered as affecting Franklin himself. The
most important inquiry we can make, wlien estima-

ting his character, is, How far was his life governed

by religious principle? So far as his speculative

opinions are concerned, he was very far from re-

jecting Christianity. He regarded it, to use his own

language,
" as the best system of religion the world

ever saw, or is likely to see." He believed in one

God, who ought to be worshiped, and in a future

state of rewards and punishments. Of this, we have

his own direct testimony. Wlien Paine showed him
his "Age of Reason," he censured it, in just terms,
as fallacious in argument, and destructive in its

tendency, of all good.
" You had better burn it,"

said he,
" than print it." His firm belief in an over-

niling Providence, was fully exhibited in a speech
which he made before the convention for forming a

constitution of the United States. When that body
had been in session four or five weeks, without

making any progress in business, Franklin pi-oposed.

that their daily meetings should be opened with

prayer. "In the beginning of the contest with

I3ritain," said he,
" Avhen we were sensible of danger,

we had daily prayers in this room for the divine

protection. Our prayers, sir, were heard
;
and they

were graciously answered. All of us, M'ho were

engaged in the struggle, must have observed frequent
instances of a superintending Providence in our

favor. To that kind Providence, we owe this happy
opportunity of consulting in peace on the means of

establishing our future national felicity: and have
we now forgotten that powerful Friend ? or do we

imagine we no longer need his assistance ? I have

lived, sir, a long time
; and, the longer I live, the

more convincing proofs I see of this truth, that God

governs in the affairs of 'men
', and, if a sparrow can

not fall to the ground without his notice, is it pro-
bable that an empire can rise without his aid ? We
have been assured, sir, in the Sacred Writings, that,

'except the Lord build the house, they labor m vain
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that build it.' I firmly believe this
;

and I also

believe, that, without his concurring aid, we shall

succeed in this political building no better than the
builders of Babel

;
we shall be divided by our lit-

tle, partial, local interests, our projects will be con-

founded, and we ourselves shall become a reproach
and a bj-word down to future ages; and, what is

worse, mankind may hereafter, from this unfortu-

nate instance, despair of establishing government by
human wisdom, and leave it to chance, war, and

conquest. I therefore beg leave to move, that hence-
forth prayers, imploring the assistance of Heaven,
and its blessing on our deliberations, be held in this

assembly every morning, before we proceed to busi-

ness
;
and that one or more of the clergy of this city

be requested to officiate in that service."

Such were his intellectual views, though we would

by no means propound these as conclusive evidence
that Franklin was a Christian. Christianity is not a

creed, but a life. That a man possess it, something
more is necessary than that he have a merely specu-
lative apprehension of its truth or its excellence.

The heart must be governed by its power, and the

life shaped according to its precepts. That Franklin
had tliis inner energy, by which alone we can de-

termine whether or not he was a Christian, we can
not say. Some things would seem to indicate it

;
but

a satisfactory answer will be impossible, till that day
when all secrets shall be made known.

His intellectual character belongs to the first rank.

This has fully appeared in the preceding history, and
need not now be enlarged upon. Perhaps no one
has so fully run the career of a philosopher and a

statesman, and been so eminent in both. His life

marks an era in the historj' of science, and the

history of nations.

All his writings indicate the clearness with which
he thought. If argumentative, they are almost always
convincing. Says Sir Humphrey Davy : The style
and manner of his publication on electricity, are
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almost as wortliy of admiration as the doctrine it

contains. He has endeavoured to remove all mys-
tery and obscurity from the subject. He has written

equally for the uninitiated and the philosopher ;
and

lias rendered his details amusing as well as per-

spicuous, elegant as well as simple. He clothes

science in his language in a dress wonderfully deco-

rous, the best adapted to display her native loveliness.

He has in no instance exhibited that false dignity,

by which philosophy is kept aloof from common
applications ;

and has sought rather to make her a
useful inmate and servant in the common habitations

of man, than to preserve her merely as an object of

admiration in temples and palaces.
Franklin's body sleeps by the side of that of his

wife, in the cemetery of Christ's Church, Thiladel-

phia. He had left directions in his will, that the

two graves should be placed together, and should
both be covered with a plain marble slab, containing
no other inscription than their names and the year
of his decease.

It may be interesting to append here the ei:)itaph

which he wrote for himself, before he was twenty-one
years old. It is as follows :

"the body of

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,
PRINTER,

(Like the cover of an old book,

Its contents torn out.

And stript of its lettering and gUding,)

Lies here, food for worms ;

But the work shall not be lost,

For it will, as he believed, appear once more.

In a new and more elegant edition,

Revised and corrected,

by
THE AUTHOR."



ESSAYS,

HUMOEOUS, MOEAL, AND LITEEAEY.

ON EARLY MAREIAGES,

TO JOHN ALLEYN, ESQ.

Dear Jack,—You desire, you say, my impartial

tLt)Uglits on the subject of an early marriage, by way
of answer to the numberless objections that have been

made, by numerous persons, to your own. You may
remember, when you consulted me on the occasion,
that I thought youth on both sides to be no objection.

Indeed, from the marriages that have fallen under my
observation, I am rather inclined to think, that early
ones stand the best chance of happiness. The temper
and habits of the young are not yet become so stiff

and uncomplying, as when more advanced in life;

they form more easily to each other, and hence, many
occasions of disgust are removed. And if youth has

less of that prudence which is necessary to manage a

family, yet the parents and elder friends of young
married persons are generally at hand to afford their

advice, which amply supplies that defect; and, by
early marriage, youth is sooner formed to regular and
useful life; and possibly some of those incidents or

connections, that might have injured the constitution,
or reputation, or both, are thereby happily prevented.
Particular circumstances of particular persons may
possibly sometimes make it prudent to delay entering
into that state

; b^t, in general, when nature has ren-

dered our bodies fit for it, the presumjption is in nature's
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favor, that she has not judged amiss in making us de-

sire it. Late marriages are often attended, too, with

this further inconvenience, that there is not the same

chance that the parents should live to see their offspring

educated. " Late children," says the Spanish proverb,
" are early orphans." A melancholy reflection to those

whose case it may be ! With us in America, mar-

riages are generally in the morning of life : our chil-

dren are therefore educated and settled in the world

by noon
;
and thus, our business being done, we have

an afternoon and evening of cheerful leisure to our-

selves, such as our friend at present enjoys. By these

early marriages we are blessed with more children ;

and from the mode among us, founded by nature, of

every mother suckling and nursing her own child,

more of them are raised. Thence the swift progress
of population among us, unparalleled in Europe. In

fine, I am glad you are married, and congratulate you
most cordially upon it. You are now in the way of

becoming a useful citizen
;
and you have escaped the

unnatural state of celibacy for life— the fate of many
here, who never intended it, but who, having too long

postponed the change of their condition, find, at length,

that it is too late to think of it, and so live all their

lives in a situation that greatly lessens a man's value.

An odd volume of a set of books bears not the value

of its proportion to the set. What think you of the

odd half of a pair of scissors ? it can't well cut any

thing ;
it may possibly serve to scrape a trencher.

Pray make my compliments and best wishes accept-

able to your bride. I am old and heavy, or I should

ere this have presented them in person. I shall make

but small use of the old man's privilege, that of giving
advice to younger friends. Treat your wife always
with respect ;

it will procure respect to you, not only

from her, but from all that observe it. Never usea

Blighting expression to her, even in jest ;
for slights in

jest, after frequent bandyings, are apt to end in angry
earnest. Be studious in your profession, and you will

be learned. Be industrious and frugal, and you will
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be rich. Be sober and temperate, and you will be

healthy. Be in general virtuous, and you will be

happy. At least, you will, by such conduct, stand the

best chance for such consequences. 1 pray God to

bless you both ! being ever your affectionate friend.

B. FKANKLIN.

ON THE DEATH OF HIS BKOTHEE,

MR. JOHN FRANKLIN.

TO MISS HUBBAKD.

I CONDOLE with you. We have lost a most dear and
valuable relation. But it is the will of God and nature,
that these mortal bodies be laid aside, when the soul

is to enter into real life. This is rather an embryo
state, a preparation for living. A man is not com-

pletely born until he be dead. Why then should we

grieve that a new child is born among the immortals,
a new member added to their happy society ? We
are spirits. That bodies should be lent, while they
can aiford us pleasure, assist us in acquiring knowl-

edge, or doing good to our fellow creatures, is a kind

and benevolent act of God. When they become unfit

for these purposes, and afibrd us pain instead of pleas-

ure, instead of an aid become an incumbrance, and
answer none of the intentions for which they were

given, it is equally kind and benevolent that a way is

provided by which we may get rid of them. Death
is that way. We ourselves, in some cases, prudently
choose a partial death. A mangled, painful limb,
which can not be restored, we willingly cut off. He
who plucks out a tooth, parts with it freely, since the

pain goes with it : and he who quits the whole body,

parts at once with all pains, and possibilities of pains
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and diseases it was liable to, or capable of' making
hi in siiifer.

Our friend and we were in\'ited abroad on a party
of pleasure, which is to last forever. His chair was
ready first

;
and he is gone before us. We could not

all conveniently start together ;
and why should you

and I be grieved at this, since we are so soon to follow,
and know where to find him ? Adieu.

B. FKANKLrN".

TO THE LATE DK. MATHEE, OF BOSTOK

Rev. Sib:

I EECEivED your kind letter, with your excellent ad-

vice to the people of the United States, which I read
with great pleasure, and hope it will be duly regarded.
Such writings, though they may be lightly passed over

by many readers, yet if they make a deep impression
on one active mind in a hundred, the eflects may be
considerable.

Permit me to mention one little instance, which,

though it relates to myself, will not be quite uninter-

esting to you. When I was a boy, I met with a book
entitled "Essays to do Good," which, I think, was
written by your father. It had been so little regarded
by a former possessor, that several leaves of it were
torn out

;
but the remainder gave me such a turn of

thinking, as to have an influence on my conduct

through life
;
for I have always set a greater value on

the character of a doer of good, than any other kind
of reputation; and if I have been, as you seem to

think, a useful citizen, the public owes the adv^antage-
of it to that book.

You mention your being in your seventy-eighth

year. I am in my seventy-ninth. We are grown old
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together. It is now more than sixty years since I left

Boston
;
but I remember well Loth your father and

grandfather, having heard them both in the pulpit, and
seen them in their houses. The last time I saw your
father was the beginning of 1724, when I visited him
after my first trip to Pennsylvania. He received me
in his library; and, on my taking leave, showed me a

shorter way out of the house, through a narrow pas-

sage, which was crossed by a beam over head. We
were still talking as I withdrew, he accompanying me
behind, and I turning partly toward him, when he
said hastily,

"
Stoop ! stoop !

" I did not understand

him, till I felt my head hit against the beam. He was
a man who never missed any occasion of giving in-

struction
;

and upon this he said to me,
" You are

young, and has^e the world before you ; stoop as you
go through it, and you will miss many hard thumps."
This advice, thus beat into my head, has frequently
been of use to me

;
and I often think of it, when I see

pride mortified, and misfortunes brought upon people
by their carrying their heads too high.

-

I long much to see again my native place ;
and once

hoped to lay my bones there. I left it in 1Y23. I

visited it in 1733, 1743, 1753, and 1763; and in 1773
I was in England. In 1775, I had a sight of it, but
could not enter, it being in possession of the enemy.
I did hope to have been there in 1783, but could not

obtain my dismission from his employment here
;

and now, I fear I shall never have that happiness.

My best wishes, however, attend my dear country
"

esto peoyetuaP It is now blessed with an excellent

constitution. May it last forever !

This powerful monarchy continues its friendship for

the United States. It is a triendship of the utmost

importance to our security, and should be carefully
cultivated. Britain has not yet well digested the loss

of its dominion over us
;
and has still, at times, some

flattering hopes of recovering it. Accidents may in-

crease those hopes, and encourage dangerous attempts.
A breach between us and France would infallibly
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bring the English again upon our backs
;
and yet we

have some wild beasts among our countrymen, who
are endeavoring to weaken that connection.

Let us preserve our reputation, by performing our

engagements ;
our credit, by fulfilling our contracts

;

and our friends, by gratitude and kindness : for we
know not hovvr soon we may again have occasion for

all of them.

With great and sincere esteem,
I have the honor to be. Rev. Sir,

Your most obedient and most humble serv't,

B. FEANEXIN".
Passt, May 12th, 1784

THE WHISTLE.

A TKUE STORY, WRITTEN TO HIS NEPHEW.

When I was a child, at seven years old, ray friends,

on a holiday, filled my pockets with coyjpers. I went

directly to a shop where they sold toys for children
;

and, being charmed with the sound of a whistle, that

I met by the way, in the hands of another boy, I vol-

untarily offered him all my money for one. I then

came home, and went whistling all over the house,

much pleased with my whistle, but disturbing all the

family. My brothers, and sisters, and cousins, under-

standing the bargain I had made, told me I had given
four times as much for it as it was worth. This put
me in mind what good things I might have bought
with the rest of the money ;

and they laughed at me
so much for my folly, that I cried with vexation

;
and

the reflection gave me more chagrin than the whistle

gave me pleasure.

This, however, was afterwards of use to me, the

impression continuing on my mind; so that often
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when I was tempted to bny some unnecessary thing, I

said to myself, Do nt give too much for the whistle;
and I saved my money.
As I grew np, caine into the world, and observed

the actions of men, I thought I met with many, very

many, who gave too much for the whistle.

When I saw any one too ambitious of court favors,

sacrificing his time in attendance on levees, his repose,
his liberty, his virtue, and perhaps his friends, to

attain it, I have said to myself. This man gives too

muchfor his whistle.

When I saw another fond of popularity, constantly

employing himself in political bustle, neglecting his

own affairs, and ruining them by that neglect; He
pays indeed^ says I, too muchfor his whistle.

If I knew a miser, who gave up every kind of com-
fortable living, all the pleasure of doing good to others,
all the esteem of his fellow citizens, and the joys of

benevolent friendship, for the sake of accumulating
wealth ; Poor man., says I, you do indeed jpay too

much for your whistle.

When I meet a man of pleasure, sacrificing every
laudable improvement of the mind, or of his fortune,
to mere corporeal sensations

;
Mistaken man., says I,

yoti are ^providing pain for yourself instead of pleco-

sure; you give too much for your whistle.

If I see one fond of fine clothes, fine furniture, fine

equipages, all above his fortune, for which he contracts

debts, and ends his career in prison ; Alas, says I, he

haspaid dear, very dearfor his whistle.

When I see a beautiful, sweet-tempered girl, mar-
ried to an ill-natured brute of a husband; What a

pity it is, says I, that she has paid so much for a
whistle.

In short, I conceived that a great part of the mise-

ries of mankind were brought upon them by the false

estimates they had made of the value of tb ^j^s, and

by their giving too much for their whistle.



236 feanklin's essays.

A PETITION TO THOSE
WHO HAVE THE SUPERINTENDENCY OF EDUCATION.

I ADDRESS myself to all the friends of youth, and

conjure them to direct their compassionate regardw to

my unhappy fate, in order to remove the prejudicp* ot

which I am the victim. There are twin sisters of us :

and the two eyes of man do not more resemble, uor
are capable of being ujjon better terms with each o'her
than my sister and myself, were it not for the partia'ity
of our parents, who made the most injurious dist^'nc-

tions between us. From my infancy I have been led

to consider my sister as a being of a more elevated

rank. I was suffered to grow up without the least

instruction, while nothing was spared in her educa-

tion. She had masters to teach her writing, drawing,
music, and other accomplishments ;

but if, by chance,
I touched a pencil, a pen, or a needle, I was bitterly
rebuked

;
and more than once I have been beaten for

being awkward, and wanting a graceful manner. It

is true, my sister associated me with her upon some
occasions

;
but she always made a point of taking the

lead, calling upon me only from necessity, or to figure

by her side.

But conceive not, sirs, that my complaints are in-

stigated merely by vanity. No
; my uneasiness is

occasioned by an object much more serious. It is the

practice of our family, that the whole business of pro-

viding for its subsistence falls upon my sister and

myself. If any indisposition should attack my sister,— and I mention it in confidence, upon this occasion,
that she is subject to the gout, the rheumatism, and

cramp, w^ithout making mention of other accidents—
what would be the fate of our poor family ? Must not

the regret of our parents be excessive, at having placed
so great a difference between sisters wdio are so per-

fectly equal ? Alas ! we must perish from distress :

for it w^ould not be in my power evMi to scrawl a
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suppliant petition for relief, having been obliged to

employ the hand of another in transcribing the request-
which I have now the honor to prefer to you.

Condescend, sirs, to make my parents sensible of

the injustice of an exclusive tenderness, and of the ne-

cessity of distributing their care and affection among
all their children equally.

I am, with profound respect, Sirs,
Your obedient servant,

THE LEFT HAND.

THE HANDSOME AND DEFOPaiED LEG.

There are two sorts of people in the world, who,
with equal degrees of health and wealth, and the other

comforts of life, become the one happy, and the other

miserable. This arises very much from the different

views in which they consider things, persons, and
events: and the effect of those different views upon
their own minds.

In whatever situations men can be placed, they may
find conveniences and inconveniences : in whatever

company, they may find persons and conversation

more or less pleasing : at whatever table, they may
meet with meats and drinks of better and worse taste,
dishes better and worse dressed : in whatever climate,

they will find good and bad weather : under whatever

government, they may find good and bad laws, and

good and bad administration of those laws : in what-
ever poem, or work of genius, they may see faults and
beauties : in almost every face, and every person, they
may discover fine features and defects, good and bad

qualities.
Under these circumstances, the two sorts of people

above mentioned, fix their attention
;
those who are

disposed to be happy, on the conveniences of things,
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the pleasant parts of conversation, the vrell dressed

dishes, the goodness of the wines, the fine weather,
&c., and enjoy all with cheerfulness. Those who are
to be unhappy, think and speak only of the contraries.

Hence, they are continually discontented themselves,
and, by their remarks, sour the pleasure of society ;

oflend personally many people, and make themselves

everywhere disagreeable. If this turn of mind was
founded in nature, such unhappy persons would be the

more to be pitied. But as the disposition to criticise,
and to be disgusted, is, perhaps, taken up originally

by imitation, and is, unawares, grown into a habit,

which, though at present strong, may nevertheless be

cured, when those who have it are convinced of its

bad effect on their felicity ;
I hope this little admoni-

tion may be of service to them, and put them on

changing a habit, which, though in the exercise it is

chiefly an act of imagination, yet it has serious conse-

quences in life, as it brings on real griefs and misfor-

tunes. For as many are oflended by, and nobody
loves, this sort of people, no one shows them more
than the most common civility and respect, and scarce-

ly that
;
and this frequently puts them out of humor,

and draws them into disputes and contentions. If they
aim at obtaining some advantage in rank or fortune,

nobody wishes them success, or will stir a step, or

speak a word to favor their pretensions. If they incur

public censure or disgrace, no one will defend or ex-

cuse, and many join to aggravate their misconduct,
and render them completely odious. If these peo])le
will not change this bad halDit, q^d condescend to be

pleased with what is pleasing, without fretting them-

selves or others about the contraries, it is good for

others to avoid an acquaintance with them which is

always disagreeable, and sometimes very inconvenient,

especially when one finds one's self entangled in their

quarrels.
An old philosophical friend of mine was grown, from

experience, very cautious in this particular, and care-

fully avoided any intimacy with such people. He had,
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?Ike otlier pliilosopliers, a thermometer to show him
the heat of the weather; and a barometer, to mark
Avlien it was likely to prove good or bad

;
but there

being no instrument invented to discover, at first sight,
this unpleasing disposition in a person, he, for that

purpose, made use of his legs : one of which was re-

markably handsome; the other, by some accident,
crooked and deformed. If a stranger, at first inter-

view, regarded his ugly leg more than his handsome

one, he doubted him. If he spoke of it, and took no
notice of the handsome leg, that was sufiicient to deter-

mine my philosopher to have no further acquaintance
with him. Every body has not this two-legged instru-

ment; but every one, with a little attention, may
observe signs of that carping, fault-finding disposition,
and take the same resolution of avoiding the acquain-
tance of those infected with it. I, therefore, advise
those critical, querulous, discontented, unhappy people,
if they wish to be respected and beloved by others,
and happy in themselves, they should leave off looking
at the ugly leg.

CONVERSATION OF A COMPANY OF EPHEMERA.

WITH A SOLILOQUY OF ONE ADVANCED IN AGE.

TO MADAME BRILLIANT.

You may remember, my dear friend, that when we
lately spent that happy day in the delightful garden
and sweet society of the Moulin Joly, I stopped a
little in one of our walks, and staid some time behind
the company. TVe had been shown numberless skele-
tons of a kind of little fly, called an Ephemera^ whose
successive generations, we were told, were bred and
expired witliin the day, I happened to see a living
company of them on a leaf, who appeared to be

10 . K
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eri£:ao;ecl in conversation. You know I understand all

the inferior animal tongues; my too great application
to the study of them is the best excuse I can give fur

the little progress I have made in your charming lan-

guage. I listened through curiosity to the discourse

of these little creatures
;
but as they, in their national

vivacity, spoke three or four together, I could make
but little of their conversation. I found, however, by
some broken expressions that I heard now and then,

they were disputing warmly on the merit of two fureign

musicians, one a cousin, the other a Trvusclieto', in

which dispute they spent their time, seeming as regard-
less of the shortness of their life as if thev had been
sure of living a month. Happy people, thought I,

you live certainly under a wise, just, and mild govern-
ment, since you have no public grievances to complain
of, nor any other subject of contention, but the perfec-
tions or imperfections of foreign music. I turned my
head from them to an old grey-headed one, who was

single on another leaf, and talking to himself. Being
amused with his soliloquy, I put it do^vn in waiting, in

hopes it will likewise amuse her to whom I am so

much indebted for the most pleasing of all amuse-

ments, her delicious company and heavenly harmony.
"It \vas," says he, "the opinion of learned philoso-

phers of our race, who lived and flourished long before

my time, that this vast world, the Moulin Joly, could
not itself subsist more than eighteen hours : and I

think there was some foundation for that opinion ;

since, by the apparent motion of the great luminary,
that gives life to all nature, and which in my time has

evidently declined considerably toward the ocean at

the end of the earth, it must then finish its course, be

extinguished in the waters that surround us, and leave

the world in cold and darkness, necessarily producing
imiversal death and destruction. I have lived seven
of those hours ; a 2:reat aire, beino: no less than four

-r-r

hundred and twenty minutes of time ! How very
few of us continue so long ! I have seen generations
born, flourish, and expire. My present friends are the
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cliildren and grand-children of the friends of my yonth,
wlio are now, ahxs, no more ! And I must soon follow

them
; for, by the common course of nature, though

still in health, I can not expect to live above seven or

eigiit minutes longer. What now avails all my toil

and labor, in amassing honey-dew on this leaf, which
I can not live to enjoy. What my jDolitical struggles
I have been engaged in, for the good of my com-

patriot inhalutants of this bush, or my philosophical
studies, for the benefit of our race in general ;

for in

politics (what can laws do without morals ?) our pres-
ent race of ephemera will in the course of minutes
become corrupt, like those of other and older bushes,
and consequently as wretched : And in philosophy,
how small our progress ! Alas ! art is long, and life ia

short ! My friends would comfort me with the idea of

a name, they say, I shall leave behind me
;
and they

tell me I have lived long enough to nature and to

glory. But what will fame be to an ephemera who no

longer exists? and what will become of all history in

the eighteenth hour, when the world itself, even the
wliole Moulin Joly^ shall come to its end, and be
buried in a universal ruin? "

To me, after all my eager pursuits, no solid pleasures
row remain, but the rejection of a long life spent in

meaning well, the sensible conversation of a few good
lady-ephemera, and now and then a kind smile and a
tune from the ever amiable Brilliant.

B. FEAXKLIlSr.

MOKALS OF CHESS.

Playing at chess is the most ancient and universal

game known among men
;
for its original is beyond

the memory of history, and it has, for numberless

ages, been the amusement of all the civilized nations
of Asia, the Persians, the Indians, and the Chinese.
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Europe has liaJ it above a tlionsand years ;
the Span-

iards have spread it over their part of America, and
it begins to make its appearance in these States. It is

BO interesting in itself, as not to need the view of gain
to induce engaging in it

;
and thence, it is never played

for money. Those, therefore, who have leisure for such

diversions, can not find one that is more innocent;
and the following piece, written with a view to correct

(among a few young friends) some little improprieties
in the practice of it, shows, at the same time, that it

may, in its effects on the mind, be not merely innocent,
but advantageous to the vanquished as well as the

victor.

The game of chess is not merely an idle amusement.
Several very valuable qualities of the mind, useful in

the course of human life, are to be acquired or strength-
ened by it, so as to become habits ready on all occa-

sions. For life is a kind of chess, in which we have

points to gain, and competitors or adversaries to con-

tend with, and in which there is a vast variet}^ of good
and ill events, that are, in some degree, the effects of

prudence, or the want of it. By playing at chess,

then, we learn,
I. Foresiglit^ which looks a little into futurity, con-

siders the consequences that may attend an action :

for it is continually occurring to the player,
" If I

move this piece, what will be the advantage of my
new situation ? What use can my adversary make of

it to annoy me ? What other moves can I make to sup-

port it, and to defend myself from his attacks ?
"

II. Circumspection^ which surveys the whole chess

board, or scene of action, the relations of the several

pieces and situations, the dangers they are respectively

exposed to, the several possibilities of their aiding each

other, the probabilities that the adversary may take

this or that move, and attack this or the other piece,
and what different means can be used to avoid his

stroke, or turn its consequences against hira.

III. Caution^ not to make our moves too hastily.
This habit is best acquired by observing strictly the
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laws of the game, such as,
" If you touch a j)iece, you

must move it somewhere
;

if you set it down, you
must let it stand

;

" and it is, therefore, best that these

rules should be observed
;

as tlie game thereby be-

comes more the image of human life, and particularly
of war

;
in which, if you have incautiously put your-

self into a bad and dangerous position, you can not

obtain your enemy's leave to withdraw your troops,
and place them more securely, but you must abide all

the consequences of your rashness.

And, lastly, we learn by chess the habit of not heing

discouraged by jyresent had ai^jpearances in the state of
our affairs^ the habit of hojnngfor afavorable cliange^
and that of jjersevering in the search of resources.

The game is so full of events, there is such a variety
of turns in it, the fortune of it is so subject to sudden

vicissitudes, and one so frequently, after long contem-

plation, discovers the means of extricating one's self

from a supposed insurmountable difficulty, that one is

is encouraged to continue the contest to the last, in

hopes of victory by our- own skill, or at least of giving
a stale mate, by the negligence of our adversary.
And whoever considers, what in chess he often sees

. instances of, that particular pieces of success are aj^t

to produce presumption, and its consequent inatten-

tion, by which the loss may not be recovered, will

learn not to be too much discouraged by the present
success of his adversary, nor to despair of final good
fortune, upon every little check he receives in the

pursuit of it.

That we may, therefore, be induced more frequently
to choose this beneficial amusement, in preference to

others, which are not attended with the same advan-

tages, every circumstance which may increase the

pleasures of it should be regarded ;
and every action

or word that is unfair, disrespectful, or that in any w^ay
may give imeasiness, should be avoided, as contrary to

the innnediate intention of both the players,
— which

is to pass the time agreeably.
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Therefore, first, If it is agreed to jjlay accordino; to

the strict rules, then those rules are to he exactly
observed by both parties, and should not be insisted

on for one side, while deviated from by the other—•

for this is not equitable.

Secondly, If it is agreed not to observe the rules

exactly, but one party demands indulgences, he should
tJien be as willing to allow them to the other.

Thirdly, JSTo false move should ever be made, to

extricate yourself out of a difficulty, or to gain an

advantage. There can be no pleasure in playing with
a person once detected in such unfair practices.

Fourthly, If your adversary is long in playing, you
ought not to hurry him, or to express any uneasiness
at his delay. You should not sing, nor whistle, nor
kiok at your watch, nor take up a book to read, nor
make a tapping with your feet on the floor, or with

your fingers on the table, nor do anything that may
disturb his attention. For all these things displease ;

and they do not show your skill in playing, but your
craftiness or your rudeness.

Fifthly. You ought not to endeavor to amuse and
deceive your adversary, by pretending to have made
bad moves, saying that you have now lost the game,
in order to make him secure and careless, and inatten-

tive to your schemes; for this is fraud and deceit, not

skill in the game.
Sixthly. You must not, when you have gained a vic-

tory, use any triumphing or insulting expression, nor

show too much pleasure ;
but endeavor to console vour

adversary, and make him less dissatisfied with him-

self, by eVery kind of civil expression that may be

used with truth
;
such as,

" You understand the game
better than I, but you are a little inattentive

; or, you
play too fast

; or, you had the best of the game, but

something happened to divert your thoughts, and that

turned it in my favor."

Seventhly. If you are a spectator while others play,
observe the most perfect silence. For, if you give

advice, you olfend both parties ;
him against whom
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you give it, because it may cause the loss of his game ;

and him, in whose favor you give.it, because, though
it be good, and he follows it, he loses the pleasure he

might have had, if you had permitted him to think

until it had occurred to himself Even after a move
or moves, you must not, by replacing the pieces, show
how it might have been placed better; for that dis-

pleases, and may occasion disputes and doubts about
their true situation. All talking to the players lessens

or diverts their attention, and is therefore unpleasing.
Kor should you give the least hint to either party, by
any kind of noise or motion. If you do, you are

unworthy to be a spectator. If you have a mind to

exercise or show your judgment, do it in playing your
own game wdien you have an opportunity, nut in criti-

cising, or meddling with, or counselling the playing of

others.

Lastly. If the game is not to be played rigorously,

according to the rules above mentioned, then moderate

your desire of victory over your adversary, and be

pleased with one over yourself. Snatch not eagerly at

every advantage offered by his unskillfulness or inat-

tention
;
but point out to him kindly, that by such a

move he places or leaves a piece in danger and unsup-

ported ;
that by another he will put his king in a

perilous situation, &c. By this generous civility, (so

opposite to the unfairness above forbidden) you may,
indeed, happen to lose the game to your opponent, but

you will win what is better, his esteem, liis respect,
and his aifection

; together with the silent approbation
and good will of impartial spectators.
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THE ART OF PROCURING PLEASANT DREAMS.

INSCRIBED TO MISS •»••»•;

BEING WKITTEN AT HER REQUEST.

As a great part of our life is spent in sleep, during
wLich we have sometimes pleasing and sometimes

painful dreams, it becomes of some consequence to

obtain the one kind and avoid the other
;

for whether
real or imaginary, pain is pain, and pleasure is plea-
sure. If we can sleep without dreaming, it is well

that painful dreams are avoided. If, while we sleep,
we can have any pleasing dreams, it is as the French

say, tant gagne^ so much added to the pleasui'e of life.

To this end it is, in the first place, necessary to be
careful in preserving health, by due exercise and great

temperance; for in sickness, the imagination is dis-

turbed
;
and disagreeable, sometimes terrible, ideas

are apt to present themselves. Exercise should pre-
cede meals, not immediately follow them : the first

promotes, the latter, unless moderate, obstructs digest-
ion. If after exercise we feed sparingly, the digestion
will be easy and good, the body lightsome, the temper
cheerful, and all the animal functions performed
agreeably. Sleep, when it follows, will be natural

and imdisturbed. AVhile indolence, with full feeding,
occasions nightmares and horrors inexpressible : we
fall from precipices, are assaulted by wild beasts,

murderers, and demons, and experience every variety
of distress. Observe, however, that the quantities of

food and exercise are relative things : those who move
much may, and indeed ought, to eat more; those who
use little exercise, should eat little. In general, man-
kind since the improvement of cookery, eat about

twice as much as nature requires. Suppers are not

bad, if we have not dined
;
but restless nights natu-

rally follow hearty suppers after full dinners. Indeed,
as there is a difference in constitutions, some will rest
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after these meals
;

it costs tliem only a frightful dream
and an apoplexy, after which they sleep till dooms-

day. Nothing is more common in the newspapers,
than instances of people, who, after eating a hearty

supper, are found dead a-bed in the morning.
Another means of preserving health to be attended

to, is the having a constant supply of fresh air in your
bedchamber. It has been a great mistake, the sleep-

ing in rooms exactly closed, and in beds surrounded

by curtains. No outward air that may come into

you, is so unwholesome as the unchanged air, often

breathed, of a close chamber. As boiling water does

not grow hotter by longer boiling, if the particles that

receive greater heat can escape ;
so living bodies do

not putrefy, if the particles, as fast as they become

putrid, can be thrown off. Nature expels them by the

pores of the skin and lungs, and in a free open air,

they are carried olf
; but, iii a close room, we receive

them again and again, though they become more and
more corrupt. A numljer of persons crowded into a

Buuill room, thus spoil the air in a few minutes, and
even render it mortal, as in the "Black Hole" at Cal-

cutta. A single person is said to spoil only a gallon
of air per minute, and therefore requires a longer time

to spoil a chamberful
;
but it is done, however, in pro-

portion, and many putrid disorders hence have their

origin. It is recorded of Methusalem, who, being the

longest liver, may be supposed to have best preserved
his health, that he slept always in the open air

; for,

when he had lived five hundred years, an angel said

to him, "Arise Methusalem, and build thee an house,
for thou shall live yet five hundred years longer."
But Methusalem answered and said,

" If I am to live

but five hundred years longer, it is not worth while to

build me an house— I will sleep in the air as I have
been used to do.'* Physicians, after having for ages
contended that the sick should not be indulged with

fresh air, have at length discovered that it may do

them good. It is therefore to be hoped that they may
in time discover likewise, that it is not hurtful to those.
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•who are in health
;
and that we may then be cured of

the alropTiobia^ that at present distresses weak minds,
and makes them choose to be stifled and poisoned,
rather than leave open the windows of a bedchamber,
or put down the glass of a coach.

Confined air, when saturated with perspirable mat-

ter,'^ will not receive more
;
and that matter must

remain in our bodies, and occasion diseases
;
but it

gives some previous notice of its being about to be

hurtful, bj producing certain uneasiness, slight indeed,
at first, such as, with regard to the lungs, is a trifling

sensation, and to tlie pores of the skin a kind of rest-

lessness which it is difiicult to describe, and few that

feel it know the cause of it. But we may recollect,
that sometimes, on waking in the night, we have, if

warmly covered, found it difiicult to get to sleep again.
We turn often, without finding repose in any position.
This fidgettiness, to use a vulgar exj^ression for want
of a better, is occasioned wholly by an uneasiness in

the skin, owing to the retention of the perspirable
matter— the bedclothes having received their quan-

tity, and, being saturated, refusing to take any more.

To become sensible of this by an experiment, let a

person keep his position in the bed, but throw ofl' the

bedclothes, and sufler fresh air to approach the par"-

uncovered of his body ;
he will then feel that part

suddenly refreshed
;

for the air will immediately re-

lieve the skin, by receiving, licking up, and canying
oft' the load of perspirable matter that incommoded it.

For every portion of cool air that aj)proache3 the

warm skin, in receiving its part of that vapor, receives

therewith a degree of heat, that rarefies and renders

it lighter, when it will be pushed away with its bur-

den, by cooler and therefore heavier fresh air
; which,

for a moment supplies its place, and then, being like-

wise changed and warmed, gives way to a succeeding

* What physicians call the perspirable matter, is that vapor wlilch

passes off from our bodies, from the lungs and throiigli the pores of the

skia. The quantity of this is said to be five- eighths of what we eat.
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quantity. This is the order of nature, to prevent ani-

mals being infected by their- own perspiration. He
will now be sensible of the diiference between the

part exposed to the air, and that which, remaining sunk
in the bed, denies the air access, for this part now mani-
fests its uneasiness more distinctly by the comparison,
and the seat of the uneasiness is more plainly per-
ceived than when the whole surface of the body was
affected by it.

Here, then, is one great and general cause of un-

pleasing dreams. For when the body is uneasy, the

mind will be disturbed by it, and disagreeable ideas

of various kinds will, in sleep, be the natural con-

sequences. The remedies, preventive and curative,
follow :

1. By eating moderately, (as before advised for

health's sake,) less perspirable matter is produced in a

given time
; hence, the bedclothes receive it longer

before they are saturated
;
and we may, therefore,

sleep longer, before we are made imeasy by their

refusing to receive any more.
2. By using thinner and more porous bedclothes,

which will suffer the perspirable matter more easily
to pass through them, we are less incommoded, such

being longer tolerable.

3. When you are awakened by this uneasiness, and
find you cannot easily sleep again, get out of bed, beat

up and turn your pillow, shake the bedclothes well,
with at least twenty shakes, then throw the bed open,
and leave it to cool

;
in the meanwhile, continuing

undressed, walk about your chamber, till your skin has

had time to discharge its load, w^hich it will do sooner

as the air may be drier and colder. "When you begin
to feel the cold air unpleasant, then return to your
bed

;
soon you will fall asleep, and your sleep will be

sweet and pleasant. All the scenes presented to your
fancy will be of the pleasing kind. I am often as

agreeably entertained with them, as by the scenery of

an opera. If you haj^pen to be too indolent to get
out of bed, you may, iustead of it,

lift up your bed
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clothes with one ann and \e^, so as to draw in a good
deal of fresh air, and by letting them fall, force it out

again ; this, repeated twenty times, will so clear them
of the perspirable matter they have imbibed, as to

permit yonr sleeping well for some time afterward.

But this latter method is not equal to the former.

Those who do not love trouble, and can afford to

have two beds, will find great luxury in rising, when
they wake in a hot bed, and going into a cold one.

Such shifting of beds would also be of great service

to persons ill of fever, as it refreshes and frequently

procures sleep. A very large bed, that will admit a
removal so distant from the first situation as to be cool

and sweet, may, in a degree, answer the same end.

One or two observations more will conclude this

little piece. Care must be taken, when you lie down,
to dis2:)0se your pillow so as to suit your manner of

placing your head, and to be perfectly easy; then

place your limbs so as not to bear inconveniently hard

upon one another : as, fur instance, the joints of your
angles : for, though a bad position may at first give
but little pain, and be hardly noticed, yet a continu

ance will render it less tolerable, and the uneasiness

may come on while you are asleep, and disturb your
imagination.
These are the rules of the art. But though they

will generally prove effectual in producing the end

intended, there is a case in which the most punctual
observance of them will be totally fruitless. I need
not mention the case to you, my dear friend

;
but my

account of the art would be imperfect without it. The
case is, when the person who desires to have pleas-
ant dreams, has not taken care to preserve, what is

necessary above all things
— a good conscience.
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ADVICE TO A YOUIs'G TRADESMAN.

WKITTEN AKNO 1748, TO LIT FRIEND A. B,

As you have desired it of me, I write the following
hints, which have been of sei'vice to me, and may, if

observed, be so to you,
-Kevneraber that time is money. He that can earn

ten shillings a day by his labor, and goes abroad, or

sits idle one half of that day, though he spends but

sixpence during his diversion or idleness, ought not to

reckon that the only expense ;
he has really spent, or

rather thrown away, live shillings besides.

Kemeraber that credit is money. If a man lets his

money lie in my hands after it is due, he gives me the in-

terest, or so much as I can make of it during that time.'

This amounts to a considerable sum, where a man has

good and large credit, and makes good use of it.

Remeniber that money is of a prolific generating
nature. Money can beget money, and its offspring
can beget more, and so on. Five shillings turned is

six
;
turned again it is seven and threepence ;

and so

on till it becomes a hundred pounds. The more there

is of it, the more it produces every turning, so that the

profits rise quicker and quicker. He that kills a breed-

ing sow, destroys all her offspring to the thousandth

generation. He that murders a crown, destroys all

that it might have produced, even scores of pounds.
Kemember that six pounds a year is but a groat a day.

For this little sum, (which may be daily wasted, either

in time or expense, unperceived,) a man of credit may,
on his own security, have the constant possession and
use of a hundred pounds. So much in stock, briskly
turned by an industrious man, produces great advantage.
Remember this saying,

" The good paymaster is lord

of another man's purse.". He that is known to pay
punctually and exactly to the time he promises, may
at any time, and on any occasion, raise all the money
his friends can spare. This is sometimes of great use.
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After industry and frugality, nothing contributes more
to the raising a young man in the world, than punc-
tuality and justice in all his dealings : therefore, never

keep borrowed money an hour beyond the time you
promised, lest a disappointment shut up your friend's

purse forever.

The most trifling actions that affect a man's credit

are to be regarded. The sound of your hammer at

five in the morning, or nine at night, heard by a credi-

tor, makes him easy six months longer ;
but if he sees

you at a billiard table, or hears your voice at a tavern,
when you should be at work, he sends for his money
the next day ;

demands it before he can receive it iu

a lump.
It shows, besides, that you are mindful of what you

owe
;

it makes you appear a careful, as well as au
honest man, and that still increases your credit.

Beware of thinking all your own that you possess,
and of living accordingly. It is a mistake that many
people who have credit fall into. To prevent this,

keep an exact account, for some time, both of your
expenses and your income. If you take the pains, at

first, to mention particular, it will have this good
effect: you will discover -how wonderfully small, tri-

fling expenses mount up to large sums, and will dis-

cern what might have been, and may for the future

be saved, without occasioning any great inconvenience.

In short, the wav to wealth, if vou desire it, is as

plain as the way to market. It depends chiefly on

two words, 'indust?'y and fmgality j that is, waste
neither time nor money ^

but make the best use of both.

"Without industry and frugality, nothing will do, and
with them everything. He that gets all he can hon-

estly, and saves all he gets, (necessary expenses ex-

cepted,) will certainly become rich— If that Being,
who governs the world, to whom all should look for a

blessing on their honest endeavors, doth not, in his wise

providence, otherwise determine.

AN OLD TRADESMAl^.
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NECESSAKY HINTS.

TO THOSE THAT WOULD BE EICH, WRITTEN ANNO 1T33.

The use of money is all the advantage there is in

having money.
For six pounds a year, you may have the use of one

hundred pounds, provided you are a man of known

prudence and honesty.
Pie that spends a groat a day idly, spends idly above

six pounds a year, which is the price for the use of

one hundred pounds.
He that wastes idly a groat's worth of his time per

day, one day with another, wastes the privilege of

using one hundred pounds each day.
He that idly loses five shillings worth of time, loses

five shillings, and might as prudently throw five shil-

lings into the sea.

He that loses five shillings, not only loses that sum,
but all the advantages that might be made by turning
it in dealing ; which, by the time that a young man
becomes old, will amount to a considerable sum of

money.
Again : he that sells upon credit, asks a price for

what he sells, equivalent to the principal and interest

of his money, for the time he is to be kept out of it
;

therefore, he that buys upon credit, pays interest for

what he buys; and he that pays ready money, might
let that money out to use

;
so that he that possesses

any thing he has bought, pays interest for the use
of it.

Yet, in buying goods, it is best to pay ready money,
because, he that sells upon credit, expects to lose five

per cent, by bad debts
; therefore, he charges, on all

he sells upon credit, an advance that shall make up
that deficiency.

Those who pay for what they buy upon credit, pay
their share of this advance.
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He that pays ready money, escapes, or may escape,
that chai'ge.

A. penny sa/ved is two pence clearj
A pin a day '* a groat a year.

THE WAY TO MAKE MONEY PLENTY
IN EVERY MAN'S POCKET.

At this time, when the general complaint is, that
"
money is scarce," it will be an act of kindness to

inform the moneyless how they may reinforce their

pockets. I will acqnaint them with the true secret of

money-catching ;
the certain way to fill empty purses— and how to keep them always full. Two simple

rules, well observed, will do the business.

First, Let honesty and industry be thy constant

companions; and.

Secondly, Spend one penny less than thy clear gains.
Then shall thy hide-bound pocket soon begin to

thrive, and will never again cry with the empty-belly-
ache

;
neither will creditors insult thee, nor want op-

?'ress,

nor hunger bite, nor nakedness freeze thee,

'he whole hemisphere will shine brighter, and pleas-
ure spring up in every corner of thy heart. Now,
therefore, embrace these rules and be happy. Banish
the bleak winds of sorrow from thy mind, and live

independent. Then shalt thou be a man, and not hide

thy face at the approach of the rich, nor suffer the

pain of feeling little when the sons of fortune walk at

thy right hand : for independency, whether with little

or much, is good fortune, and placeth thee on even

ground with the proudest of the golden fleece. O,
then, be wise, and let industry walk with thee in the

morning, and attend thee until thou reachest the even-

ing hour for rest. Let honesty be as the breath of thy

Boul, and never forget to have a penny, when all th\
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expenses are enumerated and paid; then shalt thou
reach the point of happiness, and independence shall

be thy shield and buckler, thy helmet and crown
;

then shall thy soul walk upright, nor stoop to the
silken wretch, because he hath riches, nor pocket an

abuse, because the hand which offers it wears a ring
set with diamonds.

AN ECONOMICAL PROJECT.

[A translation of this letter appeared in one of the daily papers of

Paris, about the year 1784. The following is the original piece, with
Bome additions and corrections made by the author.]

TO THE AUTHOKS OF THE JOUENAL.

Messieuks,—^You often entertain us with accounts
of new discoveries. Permit me to communicate to

the public, through your paper, one that has lately
been made by myself, and which I conceive may be
of great utility.

I was, the other evening, in a grand company, where
the new lamp of Messrs. Quinquet and Lange was
introduced, and much admired for its splendor; but
a general inquiry was made, whether the oil it con-

sumed was not in proportion to the light it afforded, in
which case there would be no saving in the use of it.

No one present could satisfy us in that point, which
all agreed ought to be known, it being a verj^ desirable

thing to lessen, if possible, the expense of lighting our

apartments, when every other article of family expense
was so much auirmented.

i was pleased to see this general concern for econ-

omy, for I love economy exceedingly.
I went home, and to bed, three or four hours after

midnight, with my head full of tlie subject. An acci-

dental sudden noise, about six in the morning, waked
17
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me, when I was surprised to find my room filled with

light; and I iniaii;incd, at first, that a number of those

lamps had been brought into it
; but, rubbing my eyes,

I perceived the light cauie in at the windows. I got

up, and looked out, to see what might be the occasion

of it, when I saw the sun just rising above the hori-

zon, from whence he poured liis rays plentifully into

my chamlior
; my domestic having negligently omitted

the preceding evening, to close the shutters.

I looked at my watch, which goes very well, and
found that it was but six o'clock

;
and still thinking it

was something extraordinary that the sun should rise

so early, 1 looked into the almanac, where I found it

to be the hour given for his rising on that day. I

looked forward, too, and found that he was to rise still

earlier every day till toward the end of June
;
and

that, at no time in the year he retarded his rising so

long as till eight o'clock. Your readers, who with me
have never seen any signs of sunshine before noon,
and seldom regard the astronomical part of the alma-

nac, will be as much astonished as I was, when they
hear of his rising so early ;

and especially when I

assure them, that he give^ light as soon as he rises. I

am convinced of this. I am certain of the fact. One
can not be more certain of any fact. I saw it with

my own eyes. And having repeated this observation

the three following mornings, I found always precisely
the same result.

Yet, it so happens, that when I speak of this dis-

covery to others, I can easily perceive by their coun-

tenances, though they forbear expressing it in words,
that they do not quite believe me. One, indeed, who
is a learned natural philosopher, has assured me, that

I must certainly be mistaken as to the circumstance of

the light coming into my room
; for, it being well

known, as he says, that there could be no light abroad

at that hour, it follows that none could enter from

without ;
and that, of consequence, my windows being

accidentally left open, instead of letting in the light,

had only served to let out the darkness : and he used
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many ino;enious arguments to show me how I might,

by that means, have been deceived. I own that he

puzzled me a little, but he did not satisfy me ;
and the

subsequent observations I made, as above mentioned,

confirmed me in my first opinion.

This event has given rise, in my mind, to several

serious and important reflections. I
considered^ that,

if I had not been awakened so early in the morning, 1

should have slept six hours longer by the light of the

sun, and in exchange, have lived six hours the follow-

ing night by candle light ;
and the latter being a much

more expensive light than the former, my love of econ-

omy induced me "to muster up what little arithmetic I

was master of, and to make some calculations, which I

shall give you, after observing, that utility is, in my
opinion, the test of value in matters of invention, and

that a discovery which can be applied to no use, or is

not good for something, is good for nothing.
I took for the basis of my calculation, the supposi-

tion, that there are one hundred thousand families in

Paris, and that these families consume in the night

half a pound of bougies, or candles, per hour. I think

this is a moderate allowance, taking one family with

another ; for, though I believe some consume less, I

know that many consume a great deal more. Then

estimating seven hours per day, as the medium quan-

tity betvv-een the time of the sun's rising and om-s, he

rising, during the six following months, from six to

eight hours before noon, and there being seven hours,

of course, per night, in which we bm-n candles, the

account will stand thus :

In the six months between the 20th of March
and the 20th of September, there are nights 183

Hours of each night in which we burn candles, 7

Multiplication gives for total number of hours, 1,281
These 1,281 hours multiplied by 100,000,

the number of families, gives
-

128,100,000
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One hundred twenty-eight millions and one
hundred thousand hours, spent at Paris

by candle light, which, at half a pound
of wax and tallow per hour, gives the

weight of 64,050,000

Sixty-lour millions and fifty thousand of

pounds, which, estimating the w^liole at

the medium price of thirty sols the

pound, makes the sum of ninety-six mil-

lions and seventy-five thousand livres

tournois, 96,075,000

An immense sum ! that the people of Paris might
eave every year, by the economy of using sunshine

instead of candles.

If it should be said, that people are apt to be obsti-

nately attached to old customs, and that it will be difii-

cult to induce them to rise before noon, consequently

my discovery can be of little use
;
I answer, Nil des-

^erandum. I believe all who have common sense, as

feoon as they have learnt from this paper, that it is day-

light when the sun rises, will contrive to rise with

him; and, to compel the rest, I would propose the

following regulations :

First, Let a tax be laid of a louis per window, on

every window that is provided, with shutters to keep
out the light of the sun.

Second. Let the same salutary operation of police

be made use of to prevent our burning candles that

inclined us last winter to be more economical in burn-

ing wood
;
that is, let guards be placed in the shops of

the wax and tallow chandlers, and no family be per-
mitted to be supplied with more than one pound of

candles per week.
Third. Let guards also be posted to stop all the

coaches, &;c. that would pass the streets after sunset,

except those of physicians, surgeons, and midwives.

Fourth. Every morning, as soon as the sun rises, let

all the bells in every church be set a ringing ;
and if

that is not sufficient, let cannon be fired in every
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street, to wake tlie sluggards effectually, and make
them open their eyes to see their true interest.

All the difficulty will be in the first two or three

dsLjs ;
after which the reformation will be as natural

and easy as the present irregularity ;
for

" ce n'est que
le premier pas qui coute." Oblige a man to rise at

four in the morning, and it is more than probable ho
shall go willingly to bed at eight in the evening; and

having eight hours sleep, he will rise more willingly
at four the following morning. But this sum of ninety-
six millions and seventy-five thousand livres is not the

whole of what may be saved by my economical pro-

ject. You may observe, that 1 have calculated upon
only one half of the year, and much may be saved in

the other, though the days are shorter. Besides, the

immense stock of wax and tallow left unconsumed

during the summer, will probably make candles much

cheaper for the ensuing winter, and continue cheaper
as long as the proposed reformation shall be supported.
For the great benefit of this discovery, thus freely

communicated and bestowed by me on the public, I

demand neither place, pension, exclusive privilege, or

any other reward whatever, I expect only to have
the honor of it. And yet 1 know there are little, envi-

ous minds, who will, as usual, deny me this, and say,
that my invention was known to the ancients, and per-

haps they may bring passages out of the old books in

proof of it. I will not dispute with these people, that

the ancients knew not the sun would rise at certain

hours
; they possibly had, as we have, almanacs that

predicted it
;
but it does not follow from thence, that

they knew he gave light as soon as he rose. This is

what 1 claim as my discovery. If the ancients knew

it, it must have been long since forgotten, for it cer-

tainly was unknown to the moderns, at least to the

Parisians, which to prove, I need use but one plain,

simple argument : They are as well instructed, judi-

cious, and prudent a people as exist any where in the

world, all professing, like myself, to be lovers of econ-

omy ;
and from the many heavy taxes required from
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them hy the necessities of the state, have surely reason

to be economical. I say, it is impossible that so sensi-

ble a people, under such circumstances, should have
lived so long by the smoky, unwholesome, and enor-

mously expensive light of candles, if they had really
known that they might have had as much pm-e light
of the sun for nothing. I am, &c.

AIT ABOi^KE.

SKETCH OF AN ENGLISH SCHOOL.

FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

PHILADELPHIA ACADE^SIT.

It is expected that every scholar to be admitted into

this school be at least able to pronounce and divide

the syllables in reading, and to write a legible hand.

None tf) be received that are under — years of age.

FIRST, OR LOWEST CLASS.

Let the first class learn the English grammar rules,
and at the same time let particular care be taken to

improve them in orthography. Perhaps the latter is

best done l^y pairing tlie scholars
;
two of those near-

est equal in their spelling to be put together. Let
these strive for victory ;

each propounding ten words

every day to the other to be spelled. He that spells

truly most of the other's words, is victor for that day ;

lie that is victor most days in a month, to obtain a

prize, a pretty neat book of some kind, useful in their

future studies. This method fixes the attention of

children extremely to the orthography of words, and
makes them good spellers very early. It is a shame
for a man to be so ignorant of this little art in his own

language, as to be perpetually confounding words of
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like sound and different significations ;
the conscious-

ness of which defect makes some men, otherwise of

good learning and understanding, averse to writing
even a common letter.

Let the pieces read bj the scholars in this class be
short

;
such as Croxall's Fables, and little stories. In

giving the lesson, let it be read to them
;

let the mean-

ing of the difficult words in it be explained to them
;

and let them con it over by themselves before they are
called to read to the master or usher

;
who is to take

particular care that they do not read too fast, and that

they duly observe the stops and pauses. A vocabu-

lary of the most useful diflicult words might be formed
for their use, with explanations ;

and they might daily

get a few of those words and explanations by heart,
which would a little exercise their memories

;
or at

least they might write a number of them in a small
book for the purpose, which would help to fix the

meaning of those words in their minds, and at the
same time furnish every one with a little dictionary
for his future use.

SECOND CLASS.

To be taught reading with attention, and with proper
modulations of the voice, according to the sentiment
and the subject.
Some short pieces, not exceeding the length of a

Spectator, to be given this class for lessons (and some
of the easier Spectators would be very suitable for the

purpose.) These lessons might be given every night
as a task

;
the scholars to study them against the

morning. Let it then be required of them to give an

account, first of the parts of speech, and construction

of one or two sentences. This will oblige them to

recur irequently to their grammar, and fix its principal
rules in their memory. JS^ext, of the intention of the

writer, or the scope of the piece, the meaning of each

sentence, and of every uncommon word. This would

early acquaint them with the meaning and force of
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words, and give them tliat most necessary habit of

reading with attention.

The master then to read the piece with the proper
modulations of voice, due emphasis, and suitable ac-

tion, where 'action is required ;
and put the youth on

imitating his manner.
Where the author has used an expression not the

best, let it be pointed out; and let his beauties be

particulai-ly remarked to the youth.
Let the lessons for reading be varied, that the youth

may be made acquainted with good styles of all kinds
in prose and verse, and the proper manner of reading
each kind— sometimes a well told story, a piece of a

sermon, a general's speech to his soldiers, a speech in

a tragedy, some part of a comed}^, an ode, a satire, a

letter, blank verse, Hudibrastic, heroic, &c. But let

such lessons be chosen for reading, as contain some
useful instruction, whereby the understanding or mor-
als of the youth may at the same time be improved.

It is required that they should first study and under-
stand the lessons, before they are put upon reading
them properly ;

to which end each boy should have
an English dictionary to help him over difficulties.

When our boys read English to us, we are apt to

imagine they understand what they read, because wq
do, and because it is their mother tongue. But they
often read, as parrots speak, knowing little or nothing
of the meaning. And it is impossible a reader should

give the due modulation to his voice, and pronounce
properly, unless his understanding goes before hia

tongue, and makes him master of the sentiment. Ac-

customing boys to read aloud what they do not first

understand, is the cause of those even set tones so

common among readers, which, when they have once

got a habit of using, they find so difficult to correct
;

by which means, among fifty readers, we scarcely find

a good one. For want of good reading, pieces pub-
lished with a view to influence the minds of men, for

their own or the public benefit, lose half their force.

Were there but one good reader in a neighborhood, a
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public orator might be heard thronglioiit a nation with

the same advantages, and have the same effect upon
his audience, as li' they stood within the reach of his

voice.

TniED CLASS.

To be taught speaking properly and gracefully;
which is near a-kin to good reading, and naturally fol-

lows it in the studies of youth ;
let the scholars of this

class begin with learning the elements of rhetoric

from some short system, so as to be able to give an

account of the most useful troj^es and figures. Let all

tlieir bad habits of speaking, all offenses against good

grammar, all corrupt or foreign accents, and all im-

proper phrases be pointed out to them. Short speeches
from the Tloman or other history, or from the parlia-

mentary debates, might be got by heart, and delivered

with the proper action, &c. Speeches and scenes in

our best tragedies and comedies (avoiding every thing
that could injure the morals of youth) might likewise

be got by rote, and the boys exercised in delivering or

acting them
; great care

'

being taken to form their

manner after the truest models.

For their further improvement, and a little to vary
their studies, let tliem now begin to read history, after

having got by heart a short table of the principal

epochas in chronology. They may begin with Kollin's

Ancient and Komau Histories, and proceed at proper

hours, as they go through the subsequent classes, with

the best histories of our own nation and colonies. Let

emulation be excited among the boys, by giving,

weekly, little prizes, or rather small encouragements
to those who are able to give the best account of what

they have read, as to times, places, names of persons,
&c. This will make them read with attention, and

imprint the history well in their memories. In re-

marking on the history, the master will have fine

opportunities of instilling instruction of various kinds,

and improving the morals, as well as the understand-

ings, of youth.
Li
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The natural and mechanic history, contained in the

Spectator de la JS aiiire^ mio;ht also be begun in tins

class, and continued through the subsequent classes,

by other books of the same kind
; for, next to the

knowledge of duty, this kind of knowledge is certainly
the most useful, as well as the most entertaining. The
merchant may thereby be enabled better to understand

many commodities in trade
;

the handicraftsman to

improve his business by new instruments, mixtures,
and materials, and frequently hints are given for new
manufactures, on new methods of improving land, that

may be set on foot, greatly to the advantage of a

country.

FOURTH CLASS.

To bo taught composition. "Writing one's own lan-

guage well, is the next necessary accomplishment
after good speaking. It is the writing-master's busi-

ness to take care that the boys make fair characters,
and place them straight and even in the lines

;
but to

form their style, and even to take care that the stops
and capitals are properly dis])osed, is the part of the

English master". The boys should be put on writing
letters to each other on any common occurrences, and
on various sul)jects, imaginary business, &c. contain-

ing little stories, accounts of their late reading, what

parts of authors please them, and why ;
letters of con-

gratulation, of compliment, of request, of thanks, of

recommendation, of admonition, of consolation, exjios-

tulation, excuse, &c. In these they should be taught
to express themselves clearly, concisely, and natu-

rally, without affected words or high-Hown ])hrases.
All their letters to pass through the master's hand,
who is to point out the faults, advise the correc-

tions, and counnend what he iinds right. Some of

the best letters published in our own language, as Sir

William Temple's, those of Pope and his friends, and
some others, nught be set before the youth as models,
their beauties pointed out and explained by the master,
the letters themselves transcribed by the scholar.
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Dr. Jolmson's Ethices Mementa, or First Principles
of Morality, may now be read by the scholars, and

explained by the master, to lay a solid foimdation of

virtue and piety in their minds. And as this class

continues the reading of history, let them now, at

proper hours, receive some further instruction in chro-

nology, and in tliat part of geography (from the math-

ematical master) which is necessary to understand the

maps and globes. They should also be acquainted
with the modern names of the places they find men-

tioned in ancient writers. The exercise of good read-

ing, and proj)er speaking, still continued at suitable

times.

FIFTH CLASS.

To improve the youth in composition, they may now,
besides continuing to write letters, begin to write little

essays in prose, and sometimes in verse
;
not to make

them poets, but for this reason, that nothing acquaints
a lad so speedily with a variety of expression, as the

necessity of finding such words and phrases as well

suit the measure, sound, and rhyme of verse, and at

the same time will express the sentiment. These

essays should all pass under the master's eye, who
will point out their faults, and put their writers on

correcting them. "Where the judgment is not ripe

enough for forming new essays, let the sentiments of a

Spectator be given, and re(pured to be clothed in the

scholar's own words; or the circumstances of some

good story ;
the scholar to find expression. Let them

be put sometimes on abridging a paragraph of a dif-

fuse author : sometimes on dilating or amplifying what
is wrote more closely. And now let l)r. Johnson's

Noetica^ or First Principles of Human Knowledge,
containing a logic or art of reasoning, &c. be read by
the youth, and the difticulties that may occur to them,
be explained by the master. The reading of history,

and the exercist* of good reading and just speaking,
still continued
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SIXTK CLASS.

In this class, besides contiiminiy the studies of thg

preceding in history, rhetoric, logic, moral and natural

philosophy, the best English authors may be read and

explained ;
as Tillotson, Milton, Locke, Addison, Pope,

Swift, the higher papers in the Spectator and Guard-

ian, the best translations of Homer, Virgil, and Horace,
of Telemachus, Travels of Cyrus, &c.
Once a year let there be public exercises in the hall

;

the trustees and citizens present. Then let fine gilt
books be given as prizes to such boys as distinguish

themselves, and excel the others in any branch of

learning, making three degrees of comparison ; giving
the best prize to him that performs best; a less valu-

able one to him that comes up next to the best; an-

other to the third. Commendations, encouragement,
and advice to the rest, keeping up their hopes, that by
industry they may excel another time. The names of

those that obtain the prize to be yearly printed in a list.

The hours of each day are to be divided and dis-

posed in such a manner that some classes may be with
the writing master, improving their hands, others with
the mathematical master, learning arithmetic, accounts,

geography, use of the globes, drawing, mechanics, &c.
;

while the rest are in the English school under the

English master's cars.

Thus instructed, youth will come out of this school

fitted for learning any business, calling, or profession,

except in such wherein languages are required ;
and

though unacquainted with any ancient or foreign

tongue, they will be masters of their own, which is of

more immediate and general use; and withal, will

have attained many other valuable accomplishments:
the time usually spent in acquiring those languages,
often without success, being here employed in laying
such a foundation of knowledge and ability, as prop-

erl}^ improved, may qualify them to pass through and
execute the several offices of civil life, with advantage
and reputation to themselves and country.



franklin's essays. - 267
r.

ON MODEEN mNOYATIONS
IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, AND IN PRINTING.

TO NOAH WEBSTEK, JUN. ESQ. AT HAETFOED.

"
Philadelphia, Dec. 26, 1789,

"Deae Sie,
—

" I received, some time smce, your
' Dissertation on

the English Language.' It is an excellent work, and
will be greatly useful in turning the thoughts of our

countrymen to correct writing. Please to accept my
thanks for it, as well as for the great honor you have

done me in its dedication. I ought to have made
this acknowledgment sooner, but much indisposition

prevented me.
" I can not but applaud your zeal for preserving tho

purity of our language, both in its expression and pro-

nunciation, and in correcting the popular errors several

of our states are continually falling into with respect
to both. Give me leave to mention some of them,

though possibly they may have already occurred to

you. I wish, however, that in some future publication
of yours, you would set a discountenancing mark upon
them. The first I remember is the word im/proved.
When I left New England, in the year 1723, this word
had nevei been used among us, as far as I know, but

in the sense of ameliorated, or made better, except

once, in a very old book of Dr. Mather's, entitled

"Remarkable Providences." As that man wrote a

very obscure hand, I remember that when I read that

word in his book, used instead of the word emjjloyed,
I conjectured that it was an error of the printer, who
had mistaken a short I in the writing for an r, and a y
with too short a tail for a v, whereby employed was
converted into improved : but when I returned to Bos-

ton in 1733, I found this change had obtained favor,

and was then become common
;
for I met with it often

in perusing the newspa|>ers, where it frequently made
an appearance rather ridiculous. Such, for instance,
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as the advertisement of a country house, which had
been many years improved as a tavern

; and, in the

character of a deceased country gentleman, that he
had been for more than thirty years improved as a

justice of the peace. This use of the word improve is

peculiar to Kew England, and not to be met with

among any other speakers of English, either on this

or the other side of the water.

During my late absence in France, I find that seve-

ral other words have been introduced into our parlia-

mentary language. For example, I find a verb formed
from the substantive notice : I should not have noticed

this, were it not that the gentlemen, vfcc. Also, another
verb from the substantive advocate : The gentleman
"who advocates, or who has advocated that motion, &c.
Another from the substantive progress, the most awk-
ward and abominable of the three : The committee

having progressed, resolved to adjourn. The word

opposed, though not a new word, I find used in a new
manner, as. The gentlemen who are opposed to this

measure, to which I have also myself always been

opposed. If you should happen to be of my opinion
with respect to those innovations, you will use your
authority in reprobating them.
The Latin lano;uao;e, long the vehicle used in dis-

tributing knowledge among the diiferent nations of

Europe, is daily more and more neglected ;
and one

of the modern tongues, viz. French, seems in point of

universality, to have supplied its place. It is spoken
in all the courts of Europe ;

and most of the literati,

those even who do not speak it, have acquired a know-

ledge of it, to enable them easily to read the books
that are written in it. This gives a considerable ad-

vantage to that nation. It enables its authors to

inculcate and spread through other nations such senti-

ments and opinions, on im.i^ortant points, as are most
conducive to its interests, or which may contribute to

its reputation by promoting the common interests of

mankind. It is, perhaps, owing to its being written in

French, that Yoltaire's Treatise on Toleration has had
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so sudden and so great an effect upon the bigotry of

Europe, as almost entirel_y to disarm it. The general
use of the French language has likewise a very advan-

tageous effect on the profits of the bookselling branch
of commerce

;
it being well known that the n)ore

copies can be sold that are struck off from one coanpo-
sition of types, the profits increase in a mucli greater

proportion than they do in making a greater number
of pieces in any other kind of manufacture. And at

present there is no capital town in Europe without a

French bookseller's shop corresponding with Paris.

Our English bids fair to obtain the second place. The

great body of excellent printed sermons in our lan-

guage, and the freedom of our writings on political

subjects, have induced a great number of divines, of

different sects and nations, as well as gentlemen con^

cerned in public affairs, to study it at least so far as to

read it. And if w^e were to endeavor the facilitating
its progress, the study of our tongue might become
much more general. Those who have employed some

Eart

of their time in learning a new language, must
ave frequently observed, tliat while their acquaint-

ance with it was imperfect, difficulties, small in them-

selves, have operated as great ones in obstructing their

progress. A book, for example, ill printed, or a pro-
nunciation in sj)eaking not well articulated, Avould

render a sentence unintelligible, which, from a clear

print or a distinct speaker, would have been immedi-

ately comprehended. If, therefore, we would have
the benefit of seeing our language more generally
known among mankind, we should endeavor to remove
all the difficulties, however small, that discourage the

learning of it. But I am sorry to observe that of latg

years, those difhculties, instead of being diminished,
have been augmented.

In examining the English books that were printed
between the restoration and the accession of George
the Second, we may observe that all substantives were

begun with a capital, in which we imitated our mother

tongue, the German. This was more particularly
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useful to those who were not well acquainted with the

Englislj, there being such a prodigious number of our
words that are both verbs and substantives, and spelt
in the same manner, tliough often accented differently
in pronunciation. This method has, by the fancy of

printers, of late years, been entirely laid aside
;
from

an idea, that suppressing the capitals shows the char-

acter to greater advantage ;
those letters, i:)rorainent

above the line, disturbing its even, regular appearance.
The effect of this change is so considerable, that a

learned man of France, who used to read our books,

though not perfectly acquainted with our language, in

conversation w^ith me on the subject of our authors,
attributed the greater obscurity he found in our mod-
ern books, compared with those of the period above

mentioned, to a change of style fur the worse in our

writers
;
of which mistake I convinced him, by mark-

ing for him each substantive with a capital in a para-

graph, which he then easily imderstood, though before

he could not comprehend it. This shows the incon-

venience of that pretended improvement.
From the same fondness for a uniform and even

appearance of characters in a line, the printers have
of late banished, also, the italic types, in which words
of importance to be attended to in the sense of the

sentence, and words on which an emphasis should be

put in reading, used to be printed. And lately, an-

other fancy has induced other printers to use the round
s instead of the long one, which formerly served well

to distinguish a word readily by its varied appearance.

Certainly the omitting this prominent letter makes a
line appear more even, but renders it less immediately
legible ;

as the paring of all men's noses might smooth
their features, but would render their physiognomies
less distinguishable. Add to all these improvements
backwards, another modern fancy that ^/'«?/ printing
is more beautiful than black. Hence the English new
books are printed in so dijn a character as to be read

w4th difhculty by old eyes, unless in a very strong

light, and with good glasses. Whoever compares a
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volume of tlie Gentleman's Magazine, printed between
the years 1731 and 1740, with one of those printed in

the last ten years, will be convinced of the much
greater degree of perspicuity given by the black than

by the gray. Lord Chesterfield pleasantly remarked
this difference to Faulkeuer, the printer of the Dublin

Journal, who was vainly making encomiums on his

own paper as the most complete of any in the world.
"
But, Mr. Faulkener," says my Lord,

" don't you
think it might be still further improved, by using
paper and ink not quite so near of a color ?

" For all

these reasons I can not but wish our American printers

would, in their editions, avoid these fancied improve-
ments, and thereby render their works more agreeable
to foreigners in Europe, to the great advantage of our

dookselling commerce.

Further, to be more sensible of the advantage of

clear and distinct printing, let us consider the assist-

ance it affords to reading well aloud to an auditory.
In so doing, the eye generally slides forward three or

four words before the voice. If the sight clearly dis-

tinguishes what the coming words are, it gives time to

order the modulation of the voice, to express them

properly. But if they are obscurely printed, or dis-

guished by omitting the capitals and long/'s, or other-

wise, the reader is apt to modulate wrong ; and, find-

ing he has done so, he is obliged to go back and begin
the sentence again, which lessens the pleasure of the

hearers. This leads me to mention an old error in

our mode of printing. "We are sensible, that when
a question is met with in the reading, there is a proper
variation to be used in the management of the voice :

we have, therefore, a point called an interrogation
affixed to the question, to distinguish it. But this is

absurdly placed at its end, so that the reader does not
discover it till he finds that he was wrongly modulat-

ing his voice, and is therefore obliged to begin again
the sentence. To prevent this, the Spanish printers,
more sensibly, place an interrogation at the beginning
as well as at the end of the question. We have

T*
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another error of the same kind in printing plays, where

something often occurs that is marked as spoken aside.

But the word aside is placed at the end of the speech,
when it ought to j^recede it, as a direction to the

reader, that he may govern his voice accordingly.
The practice of our ladies, in meeting five or six

together, to form little busy parties, where each is

emjaloyed in some useful work, while one reads to

them, is so commendable in itself, that it deserves the

attention of authors and printers, to make it as pleas-

ing as possible, both to the readers and hearers.

"My best wishes attend you, being, with sincere

esteem, Sir,

Your most obedient and

Yery humble servant,

B. FRANKLIK.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE HIGHEST COUKT OF JTJDICATUEE

TKINES rCT PENNSYLVANIA, VIZ.

THE COUKT OF THE PEESS.

THE POWER OF THIS COUKT.

It may receive and promulgate accusations of all

kinds, against all persons and characters among the

citizens of the state, and against all inferior courts
;

and may judge, sentence, and condemn to infamy, not

only private individuals, but public bodies, _&c.
with

or without inquiry or hearing, at the court's discretion.

WHOSE FAVOR, OR FOR WHOSE EMOLUMENTS THIS COURT
IS ESTABLISHED.

In favor of about one citizen in five hundred, who,

by education or practice in scribbling, has acquired a

tolerable style as to grammar and construction, so as
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to bear printing ;
or who is possessed of a press and

a few types. This five-hundredth part of the citizens

have the liberty of accusing and abusing the other
four hundred and ninety-nine parts at their pleasure ;

or they may hire out their pens and press to others for

that purpose.

PRACTICE OF THIS COURT.

It is not governed by any of the rules of the com-
mon courts of law. The accused is allowed no grand
jury to judge of the truth of the accusation before it

is publicly made ;
nor is the name of the accuser made

known to him, nor has he an opportunity of confront-

ing the witnesses against him, for they are kept in the

dark, as in the Spanish court of inquisition. I^or is

there any petty jury of his peers sworn to try the
truth of the charges. The proceedings are also some-
times so rapid that an honest good citizen may find
himself suddenly and unexpectedly accused, and in
the same moment judged and condemned, and sen-
tence pronounced against him that he is a rogue and
a villain. Yet if an officer of this court receives the

slightest check for misconduct in this his office, h^
claims immediately the rights of a free citizen by the

constitution, and demands to know his accuser, to con-
front the witnesses, and have a fair trial by the jury
of his j)eers.

THE FOUNDATION OF ITS AUTHORITY.

It is said to be founded on an article in the state

constitution, which establishes the liberty of the press
—

a liberty which every Pennsylvanian would fight and
die for, though few of us, I believe, have distinct ideas
of its nature and extent. It seems, indeed, somewhat
like the liberty of the press that felons have, by the
common law of England before conviction

;
that is, to

be either pressed to death or hanged. If, by the lib-

erty of the press, were understood merely the liberty
of discussing the propriety of public measures and
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political opinions, let us have as much of it as yor

please ;
but if it means the liberty of affronting, cal-

umniatino;, and defaming one another, I, for my part,
own myself willing to part with my share of it, when-
ever our legislators shall please to alter the law

;
and

shall cheerfully consent to exchange my liberty of

abusing others, for the privilege of not being abused

myself.

BY WH03I IT IS COMMISSIONED OR CONSTITUTED,

It is not by any commission from the supreme ex-

ecutive council, who might previously judge of the

abilities, integrity, knowledge, tfec. of the persons to

be appointed to this great trust, of deciding upon the

characters and good fame of the citizens : for this court

is above that council, and may accuse, judge, and con-

demn it at pleasure. Nor is it hereditary, as is the

court of dernier resort in the peerage of England,
But any man who can procure pen, ink, and paper,
witli a press, a few types, and a large pair of blacking
balls, may commissionate himself, and his court is

immediately established in the plenary possession and
exercise of its rights ;

for if you make the least com-

plaint of the judge's conduct, he daubs his blacking
balls in your face wherever he meets you ; and, besides

tearing your private character to splinters, marks you
out for the odium of the public, as an enemy to the

liberty of the press.

OF THE NATURAL SUPPORT OF THIS COURT.

Its support is founded in the depravity of such
minds as have not been mended by religion, nor

improved by good education.

•' There is a lust in man no chann can tame.
Of loudly publishing his neighbor's shame."

Hence,
" On eagle's Tvings immortal scandals fly,

While viituous actions arc but born and die."—Drt/den.
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"Whoever feels pain in hearing a good character of

his neighbor, will feel a pleasure in the reverse. And
of those who, despairing to rise to distinction by their

virtues, are happy if others can be depressed to a level

with themselves, there are a number suflScient in every

great town, to maintain one of those courts by sub-

scription. A shrewd observer once said, that in walk-

ing the streets of a slippery morning, one might see

wliere the good natured people lived, by the ashes

thrown on the ice before the doors: probably he
would have formed a different conjecture of the tem-

per of those whom he might find. engaged in such

subscriptions.

OF THE CHECKS PROPER TO BE ESTABLISHED AGAINST THE
ABUSES OF POWER m THOSE COURTS.

flitherto there are none. But since so much has
been written and published on the federal constitution,
and the necessity of checks, in all parts of good gov-
ernment, has been so clearly and learnedly explained,
I find myself so far enlightened as to suspect some
check may be proper in this part also

;
b\iL I have been

at a loss to imagine any that may not be construed an

infringement of the sacred liberty of the press. At
length, however, 1 think 1 have found one that, instead

of diminishing general liberty, shall augment it
;
which

is, by restoring the people to a species of liberty, of

which they have been deprived by our laws— I mean
the liberty of the cudgel ! In the rude state of society,

prior to the existence of laws, if one man gave another
ill language, the'affronted person might return it by a
box on the ear

; and, if repeated, by a good drubbing;
and this without offending against any law : but now
the right of making such returns is denied, and they
are punished as breaches of the peace, while the right
of abusing seems to remain in full force

;
the laws

made against it being rendered ineffectual by the

liberty of the press.
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My proposal, then, is to leave the liberty of the press

imtouched, and to be exercised in its full extent, force,

and vigor, but to permit the liberty of the cudgel to

go with it, pari jyasm. Thus, my fellow-citizeus, if

an impudent writer attacks your reputation
—

dearer,

perhaps, to you than your life, and puts his name to

the charge, you may go to him as openly, and break

his head. If he conceals himself behind the printer,

and you can, nevertheless, discover who he is, you

may, in like manner, waylay him in the night, attack

him behind, and give him a good drubbing.^
If your

adversary hires better writers than himself to abuse

you more effectually, you may hire as many porters,

stronger than yourself, to assist you in giving him a

more effectual drubbing. Thus far goes my project as

to ^7r?vrt^<3
resentment and retribution. But if the

public should ever happen to be affronted, as it ought
to be, with the conduct of such writers, I would not

advise proceeding immediately to these extremities,

but that we should in moderation content ourselves

with tarring and feathering, and tossing in a blanket.

K, however, it should be thought, that this proposal
of mine may disturb the public peace, I would then

humbly recommend to our legislators to take up the

consideration of both liberties, that of the press, and

that of the cudgel : and by an explicit law, mark their

extent and limits
;
and at the same time that they

secure the person of a citizen from assaults, they would

likewise provide for the security of his reputation.

PAPER: A POEM.

Some -wit of old— such wits of old there were—
Whose hints showed moaning, whose allusions care

By one brave stroke to mark all human kind.

Called clear blank paper every infant mind ;

When still, as opening sense her dictates wrote,

Fair virtue put a seal,, or vice a blot.
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The thought was happy, pertinent, and true ;

Methinfcs a genius might the plan pursue.
1,— can you pardon my presumption ?— I,

No wit, no genius, yet for once will try.

Various the
papers,

various wants produce.
The wants of fashion, elegance, and use :

Men are as various
; and, if right I scan.

Each sort of paper represents some man.

Pray note the fop
— half powder and half lace,

Nice as a bandbox were his dwelling place ;

He 's tlie gilt paper, which apart you store.

And lock from vulgar hands in the 'scrutoire.

Mechanics, servants, farmers, and so forth,

Aj-e copy paper, of inferior worth ;

Less prized, more useful, for your desk decreed.
Free to all pens, and prompt at every need.

•

The wretch whom avarice bids to pinch and spare.

Starve, cheat, and pilfer, to enrich an heir.

Is coarse brown paper; such as pedlars choose

To wrap up wares, which better men will use.

Take next the miser's contrast, who destroys
Health, fame, and fortune, in a round of joys.
Will any paper match him ? Yes, throughout.
He 's a true sinking paper, past all doubt.

The retail pohtician's anxious thought
Deems this side always right, and that stark nought ;

He foams with censure : with applause he raves—
/ dupe to rumors, and a tool of knaves ;

He'll want no type liis weakness to proclaim,
While such a thiug ss,fools-cap has a name.

The hasty gentleman whose blood runs high.
Who picks a quan-el, if you step awry.
Who can't a jest, or hint, or look endure :

"What is he ? WTiat ? touch-papier, to be sure.

What are our poets, take them as they fall.

Good, bad, rich, poor, much read, not read at all ?

Tliem and their works in the same class you '11 find ;

They are the mere waste paper of mankind.

Obsen-e the maiden, innocently sweet.
She 's fair white paper, an unsullied sheet ;

On wljich the happy man, whom fate ordains,

May write his name, and take her for his pains.
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One instance more, and only one, I'll bring ;

'T is the great man, who scorns a little thing.
Whose thoughts, wliose deeds, whose maxims are his own.
Formed on tlie feelings oi his heart alone ;

True, genuine royal paper is his breast ;

Of all the kinds most precious, purest, best

ON THE AET OF SWIMMING.

IN ANSWER TO SOME INQUIRIES OF M. DUBOURG,* ON
THE SUBJECT.

I AM apprehensive that I shall not be able to find

leisure fur niaking all the disquisitions and experiments
which would be desirable on the subject. I must,

therefore, content myself with a few remarks.

The specific gravity of some human bodies, in com-

parison to that of water, has been examined by M.

Robinson, in our Philosophical Transactions, vol. 50,

page 30, for the year 1757. He asserts that fat per-

sons, with small bones, float most easily upon water.

The diving bell is accurately described in our Trans-

actions.

When I was a boy, I made two oval pallets, each

about ten inches long, and six broad, with a hole for

the thumb, in order to retain it fast in the palm of my
hand. They much resemble a painter's pallets. In

swimming, I pushed the edges of these forward, and
I struck the water with their flat surfaces as I drew
them back. I remember I swam faster by means of

these pallets, but they fatigued my wrists. I also

fitted to the soles of my feet a kind of sandals
;
but I

was not satisfied with them, because I observed that

the stroke is partly given by the inside of the feet and
the ankles, and not entirely with the soles of the feet,

* Translator of Dr. Fraukliu ? Works into French
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We have liere waistcoats for swimming, which are

made of double sailcloth, with small pieces of cork

quilted in between them.

I know nothing of the Sea/phandre of M. de la Cha

pelle.
I know by experience, that it is a great comfort to

a swimmer, who has a considerable distance to go, to

turn himself sometimes on his back, and to vary in

other respects, the means of procuring a progressive
motion.

"When he is seized with the cramp in the leg, the

method of driving it away is to give to the parts
affected a sudden, vigorous, and violent shock

;
which

Le may do in the air, as he swims on his back.

During the great heats of summer, there is no dan-

ger of bathing, however warm we may be, in rivers

which have been thoroughly warmed by the sun. But
to throw one's self into cold spring water, when the

body has been heated by exercise in the sun, is an

imprudence which may prove fatal. I once knew an
instance of four young men, who, having worked at

harvest in the heat of the day, w^ith a view of refresh-

ing themselves, plunged into a spring of cold water
;

two died upon the spot ;
a third the next morning, and

the fourth recovered with great difficulty. A copious

draught of cold water, in similar circumstances, is

frequently attended with the same effect, in North
America.
The exercise of swimming is one of the most healthy

and agreeable in the world. After having swam for

an hour or two in the evening, one sleeps coolly the

whole night, even during the most ardent heat of

summer. Perhaps the pores being cleansed, the insen-

sible perspiration increases, and occasions this cool-

ness. It is certain that much swimming is the means
of stopping a diarrhcea, and even of producing a

constipation. With respect to those who do not know
how to swim, or who are affected with a diarrhoea at

a season which does not permit them to use that exer-

cise, a warm bath, by cleansing p-nd purifying the
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skin, is found very salutary, and often effects a radical

cure. I speak from my own experience, frequently

repeated, and that of others to Avhom I have recom-
mended tliis.

Yuu Avill not be displeased if I cr)nclude these hasty
remarks by informing you, that as the ordinary method
of swimming is reduced to the act of rowing with the

arms and legs, and is consequently a laborious and

fatiguing operation when the space of Avater to be
crossed is considerable

;
there is a method in which a

swimmer may pass to a great distance with much

facility, by means of a sail. This discovery I fortu-

nately made by accident, and in the following manner :

When I was a boy, I amused myself one day with

flying a paper kite; and approaching the bank of a

pond, which was nearly a mile bruad, I tied the string
to a stake, and the kite ascended to a very considera-

ble height above the pond, while I M^as swimming.
In a little time, being desirous of amusing myself
with my kite, and enjoying at the same time the plea-
sm-e of swimming, I returned, and loosing from the

stake the string with the little stick which was fast-

ened to it, went again into the water, where I found,
that lying on my'back, and holding the stick in my
hands, I was drawn along the surface of the water in

a very agreeable manner. Having then engaged
another boy to carry my clothes round the pond, to a

j)lace which 1 pointed out to him, on the other side, I

began to cross the pond with my kite, which carried

me quite over without the least fatigue, and with the

greatest pleasm-e imaginable. I was only obliged

occasionally to halt a little in my course, and resist

its progress, when it appeared that, by following too

quick, I lowered the kite too much
; by doing which

occasionally, I made it rise again. I have never since

that time practised this singular mode of swimming,

though I think it not impossible to cross in this man-

ner from Dover to Calais. The packet boat, however,
is still preferable.
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KEW MODE OF BATHING.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS TO M. DUBOURG.

"
London, July 28, 1768.

" I GEEATLY approve the epithets which you give in

jour letter of the 8th of June, to the new method of

treating the small-pox, which you call the tonic or

bracing method
;
I will take occasion from it, to men-

tion a practice to which I have accustomed myself.
You know the cold bath has long been in vogue here
as a tonic

;
but the shock of the cold water has always

appeared to me, generally speaking, as too violent,
and I have found it much more agreeable to my con-

stitution to bathe in another element— I mean cold

air. With this view, I rise early almost every morn-

ing, and sit in my chamber without any clothes what-

ever, half an hour or an hour, according to the season,
either reading or writing. This practice is not in the

least painful, but, on the contrary, agreeable ;
and if

I return to bed afterwards, before I dress myself, as it

sometimes happens, I make a supplement to my night's
rest of one or two hours of the most pleasing sleep
that can be imagined. I find no ill consequences
whatever' resulting from it, and that at least it does
not injure my health, if it does not in fact contribute

to its preservation. I shall therefore call it for the

future ia hracing or to7iiG bath."

"March 10, 1773,

" I shall not attempt to explain why damp clothes

occasion colds, rather than wet ones, because I doubt
the fact; I imagine that neither the one nor the other

contribute to this eflect, and that the causes of colds

are totally independent of wet, and even of cold. I

propose writing a short paper on this subject, the first

moment of leisure I have at my disposal. In the
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mean time, I can only saj, that having some suspi-
cions that the common notion, which attributes to cold

the property of stopping the pores and obstructing

perspiration, was ill founded, I engaged a young phy-
sician, who is making some experiments with Sancto-

rius's balance, to estimate the different proportions of

his perspiration, when remaining one hour quite naked,
and another warmly clothed. He pursued the experi-
ment in this alternate manner for eight hours succes-

sively, and found his perspiration almost double during
those hours in which he was naked.

TO M. DUBOUEG.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE GENERALLY PREVAILING DOCTRINES
OF LIFE AND DEATH,

Your observations on the causes of death, and the

experiments which you propose for recalling to life

those who appear to be killed by lightning, demonstrate

equally your sagacity and humanity. It appears that

the doctrine of life and death, in general, are yet but
little understood.

A toad buried in the sand will live, it is said, until

the sand becomes petrified; and then, being enclosed
in the stone, it may live for we know not how many
ages. The facts which are cited in support of this

opinion, are too numerous and too circumstantial, not
to deserve a certain degree of credit. As we are
accustomed to see all the animals with which we are

acquainted eat and drink, it appears to us difficult to

conceive, how a toad can be supported in such a dun-

geon. But if we reflect that the necessity of nourish-

ment, which animals experience in their ordinary
state, proceeds from the continual waste of their sub-

stance by perspiration, it will appear less incredible,
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that some animals, in a torpid state, perspiring less

becanse they use no exercise, should have less need
of aliment; and that others, which are covered w^ith

scales or shells, which stop perspiration, such as land
and sea turtles, serpents, and some species of fish,
should be able to subsist a considerable time without

any nourishment whatever. A plant, with its flowers,
fades and dies immediately, if exposed to the air with-
out having its roots immersed in a humid soil, from
which it may draw a sufficient quantity of moisture to

supply that which exhales from its substance, and is

carried off continually by the air. Perhaps, however,
if it were buried in quicksilver, it might preserve, for

a considerable space of time, its vegetable life, its

smell and color. If this be the case, it might prove a
commodious method of transporting from distant coun-
tries those delicate plants which are unable to sustain

the inclemency of the weather at sea, and which

require particular care and attention.

I have seen an instance of common flies preserved
in a manner somewhat similar. They had been drown-
ed in Madeira wine, apparently about the time it was
bottled in Virginia, to be sent to London. At the

opening of^one of the bottles, at the house of a friend
where I was, three drowned flies fell into the first glass
that was filled. Having heard it remarked that

drowned flies were capable of being revived by the

rays of the sun, I proposed making the experiment
upon these. They were, therefore, exposed to the sun,

upon a sieve which -had been employed to strain them
out of the wine. In less than three hours, two of them
by degrees began' to recover life. They commenced
by some convulsive motions of the thighs, and at

length they raised themselves upon their legs, wiped
their eyes with their fore feet, beat and brushed their

wings with their hind feet, and soon after began to fly,

finding themselves in Old England, without knowing
how they came thither. The third continued lifeless

until sunset, when, losing all hopes of him, he was
thrown away.
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I wish it were possible, from tliis instance, to invent
a method of embalming drowned persons in such a
manner that they may be recalled to life at any period,
however distant, for, having a very ardent desire to

see and observe the state of America a hundred years
hence, I should prefer to an ordinary death, the being
immersed in a cask of Madeira wine, with a few

friends, until that time, then to be recalled to life by
the solar warmth of my dear country! But since, in

all probability, we live in an age too early, and too

near the infancy of science, to see such an art brought
in our time to its perfection, I must, for the present,
content myself with the treat which you are so kind
as to promise me, of the resurrection of a fowl or turkey
cock.

PKECAUTIOXS
TO BE USED BY THOSE WHO AEE ABOUT TO UNDERTAEE

A SEA VOYAGE.

"When you intend to take a long voyage, nothing is

better than to keep it a secret till the moment of your
departure. "Without this, you will be continually in-

terrupted and tormented, by visits from friends and

acquaintances, wdio not only make you lose your val-

uable time, but make you forget a thousand things
which you wish to remember; so that when you are

embarked and fairly at sea, you recollect with much
uneasiness, affairs which you have not terminated,
accounts that vou have not settled, and a number of

things which you proposed to carry with you, and
which you find the want of every moment. Would it

not be attended with the best consequences, to refonn

such a custom, and to suffer a traveler, without derang-

ing him, to make his preparations in quietness, to set

apart a few days, when these are finished, to take

leave of his friends, and to receive their good wishes

for his hajipy return.
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It is not always in one's power to clioose a captain ;

tnougli great part of the pleasure and happiness of the

passage depends on this choice
;
and though one must

for a time be confined to his company, and be in some
measure under his command, if he is a social, sensi-

ble man, obliging, and of a good disposition, you will

be so much the happier. One sometimes meets with

people of this description, but they are not common
;

however, if yours be not of this number, if he be a

good seaman, attentive, careful, and active in the

management of his vessel, you may dispense with the

rest, for these are the most essential qualities.
Whatever right you may have, by your agreement

with him, to the provisions he has taken on board foi

the use of the passengers, it is always proper to have
some private store, which you may make use of occa-

sionally. You ought, therefore, to provide good water,
that of the ship being often bad

;
but you must put it

into bottles, without which you cannot expect to pre-
serve it sweet. You ought also to carry with you good
tea, ground coffee, chocolate, wine of that sort which

you like best, cider^ dried raisins, almonds, sugar, ca-

pillaire, citrons, rum, eggs dipped in oil, portable soup,
bread twice baked. With regard to poultry, it is

almost useless to carry -any with you, unless you re-

Bolve to undertake the ofhce of feeding and fattening
them yourself. With the little care which is taken of
them onboard a shij), they are almost all sickly, and
their flesh is as tough as leather.

All sailors entertain an opinion, which undoubtedly
originated formerly from a want of water, and when
it has been found necessary to be sparing of it, that

poultry never know when they have drank enough, and
that when water is given them at discretion, they gen-
erally kill themselves by drinking beyond measure.
In consequence of this opinion, they give them water

only once in two days, and even then in small quanti-
ties

;
but as they pour this water into troughs inclining

on one side, which occasions it to run to the lower

])ai-t,
it thence happens that they are obliged to mount
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one upon the back of another in order to reach it
;

and there are some which cannot even dip their beaks

in it. Thus continually tantalized and tormented by
thirst, they are unable to digest their food, which is

very dry, and they soon fall sick and die. Some of

them are found thus every morning, and are thrown
into the sea

;
while those which are killed for the table,

are scarcely fit to be eaten. To remedj' this inconven-

ience, it will be necessary to divide their troughs into

small comjjartments, in such a manner that each of

them may be capable of containing water; but this is

seldom or never done. On this account, sheep and

hogs are to be considered as the best fresh provisions
that one can have at sea

;
mutton there being in

general very good, and pork excellent.

It may happen that some of the provisions and stores

which I have recommended, may become almost use-

less, by the care which the captain has taken to lay
in a proper stock

;
but in such a case you may dispose

of it to relieve the poor passengers, who, paying less

for their passage, are stowed among the common sail-

ors, and have no right to the captain's provisions,

except such part of them as is, used for feeding the

crew. These passengers are sometimes sick, melan-

choly, and dejected ;
and theJ"e are often women and

children among them, neither of whom have any op-

portunity of procuring those things w^hich I have

mentioned, and of which, perhaps, they have the

greatest need. By distributing amongst them a part
of your superfluity, you may be of the greatest assist-

ance to them. You may restore their health, save

their lives, and in short render them happy ;
M'hioh

always affords the liveliest sensation to a feeling mind.

The most disagreeable thing at sea is the cookery ;

for there is not, properly speaking, any professed cook

on board. The worst sailor is generally chosen for

that purpose, who for the most part is equally dirty.

Hence comes the proverb used among the English

sailors, that "God sends meat, and the devil sends

cooks." Those, however, who have a better ojoinion
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of Providence, will think otherwise. Knowing that

sea air, and the exercise or motion which they receive
from the rolling of the ship, have a wonderful effect

in wdiettiug the appetite, they will say, that Provi
dence has given sailors bad cooks to prevent them
from eating too much

;
or that, knowing they would

have bad cooks, he has given them a good appetite to

prevent them from dying with hunger. However, if

you have no confidence in these succors of Providence,
you may yourself, with a lamp and a boiler, by the

help of a little spirits of wine, prepare some food, such
as soup, hash, &c. A small oven, made of tin-plate
is not a bad piece of furniture : your servant may
roast in it a piece of mutton or pork. If you are ever

tempted to eat salt beef, which is often very good, you
will find that cider is the best liquor to quench the
thirst generally caused by salt meat or salt fish. Sea

biscuit, which is too hard for the teeth of some peo-
ple, may be softened by steeping it

;
but bread double

baked is the best
;
for being made of good loaf bread

cut into slices, and baked a second time, it readily
imbibes water, becomes soft, and is easily digested ;

it consequently forms excellent nourishment, much su-

perior to that of biscuit, which has not been fermented.
I must here observe, that tliis double baked bread

was originally the real biscuit prepared to keep at

sea
;
for the word hiscuit^ in French, signifies twice

baked.* Peas often boil badly, and do not become
soft

;
in such a case, by putting a two pound shot into

the kettle, the rolling of the vessel, by means of this

bullet, will convert the peas into a kind of porridge,
like mustard.

Having often seen soup, when put upon the table at
sea in broad flat dishes, thrown out on every side by
the rolling of the vessel, I have wished that our tin-

men would make our soup basins with divisions or

compartments ; forming^small plates, proper for con-

taining soup for one person only. By this disposition,

• It is derived froiu bis again, and cidt baked.

19 M
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tLe soup in an extraordinary roll, wonkl not be thrown
out of tlie plate, and would not i'all into the breasts of

those who are at table, and scald them. Having en-

tertained you with these things of little importance,

permit me now to conclude with some general reflec-

tions upon navigation.
When navigation is employed only for transporting

necessary provisions from one country, where they
abound, to another where they are wanting ;

when by
this it prevents famines, which were so frequent and
BO fatal before it was invented and. became so common

;

we cannot help considering it as one of those arts

which contribute most to the happiness of mankind.
But when it is employed to transport things of no

atility, or articles of luxury, it is then uncertain
•whether the advantasjes resultinsi; from it are sufficient

to counterbalance the misfortunes it occasions by ex-

l^osing the lives of so many individuals upon the vast,

ocean. And when it is used to plunder vessels and

transport slaves, it is evidently only the dreadful
means of increasing those calamities which aiilict

human nature.

One is astonished to think on the number of vessels

and men who are daily exposed in going to bring tea

from China, coffee from Arabia, and sugar and tobacco
from America

;
all commodities which our ancestors

lived very well without. The sugar trade employs
nearly a thousand vessels and that of tobacco almost
the same number. Yv^itli reijard to the utilitv of to-

bacco, little can be said
; and, with regard to sugar,

how much more meritorious would it be to sacrifice

the momentary pleasure which we receive from drink-

ing it once or twice a day in our tea, than to encour-

age the numberless cruelties that are continually
exercised in order to procure it for us ?

A celebrated French moralist said, that, when he
considered the v/ars which w^ foment in Africa to get

negroes ;
the great number who of course perish in

these wars
;
the multitude of those wretches who die in

their passage, by disease, bad air, and bad provisions ;
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and ]astly, how many perish by tlie cruel treatment

they meet with in a state of slavery ;
when he saw a

bit of sugar, he could not help imagining it to be cov
ered with spots of human blood. But, had he added
to these considerations the wars which we carry on

against one another, to take and retake the islands that

produce this commodity, he would not have seen the

sugar simply spotted with blood, he would have beheld
it entirely tinged with it.

These wars make the maritime powers of Europe,
and the inhabitants of Paris and London, pay much
dearer for their sugar than those of Vienna, though
they are almost three hundred leagues distant from
the sea. A pound of sugar, indeed, costs the former
not only the price which they give for it, but also what

they pay in taxes, necessary to support the fleets and
armies which serve to defend and protect the countries

that produce it.

ON LUXURY, IDLENESS, AND INDUSTRY.

From a letter to Benjamin Vaugiian, Esq. Member of Parliament for the

Boroiii^fh of Calne, in Wiltshire, between wliom and our author there

subsisted a very close friendship
— written in 1784.

It is wonderful how preposterously the affairs of

this world are managed. Natm-ally one would imag-
ine, that the interest of a few individuals should givo

way to general interest : but individuals manage their

affairs with so much more application, industry, and ad-

dress, than the public do theirs, that general interest

most commonly gives way to particular. We assemble

parliaments and councils, to have the benefit of their

collected wisdom
;
but we necessarily have, at the same

time, the inconvenience of their collected passions, pre-

judices, and private interest. By the help of these,
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artful men overpower their wisdom, and dupe its pos-
sessors

;
and if wo may jndi=^e by tlie acts, arrets, and

edicts, all the world over, for reguhxtino; commerce, an

assembly of great men is the greatest fool on earth.

I have not yet, indeed, thought of a remedy, for lux-

ury. I am not sure that, in a great state, it is capable
of a remedy ;

nor that the evil is in itself always so

great as is represented. Suppose we include in the

definition of luxury all unnecessary expense, and then

let us consider whether laws to prevent such expense
are possible to be executed in a great country, and

whether, if they could be executed, our people generally
would be happier, or even richer. Is not the hope of

being one day able to purchase and enjoy luxuries, a

great spur to labor and industry ? May not luxury
therefore, produce more than it consumes, if, without

such a spur, people would be, as they are naturally

enough inclined to be, lazy and indolent ? To this pur-

pose I remember a circumstance. The skipper of a

Bhallop, employed between Cape May and Philadelphia
had done us some small service, for which he refused

to be paid. My wife understanding that he had a

daughter, sent her a present of a new-fashioned cap.
Three years after, this skipper being at my house with

an old farmer of Cape May, his passenger, he mention-

ed the cap, and how mnch his daughter had been pleas-
ed with it,

" But (said he) it proved a dear cap to our

congregation."
—"IIow so? "—" "When my daughter ap-

peared with it at meeting, it was so much admired, that

all the girls resolved to get such caps from Philadel-

phia ;
and my wife and I computed that the wliole

could not have cost less than a hundred pounds."
—

"
True, (said the farmer) but you do not tell all the story.

I think the cap was nevertheless an advantage to us
;

for it was the first thing that put our girls upon knit-

ting worsted mittens for sale at Philadelphia, that they

might have wherewith to buy caps and ribbons there ;

and you know that that industry has continued, and
is likely to continue and increase to a much greater

value, and answer better purposes."
—Upon the whole,
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I was more reconciled to tliis little piece of luxury, since

not only the girls were made happier by having fine

caps, but the Philadelphians by the supply of warm
mittens.

In our commercial towns upon the seacoast, fortunes

will occasionally be made. Some of those who grow
rich will be prudent, live within bounds, and preserve
what they have gained, for their posterity ; others, fond
of showing their wealth, will be extravagant, and ruin

themselves. Laws cannot prevent this
;
and perhaps

it is not always an evil to the public. A shilling spent'

idly by a fool, may be picked up by a wiser person,
who knows better what to do with it. It is therefore

not lost. A vain, silly fellow builds a fine house, fur-

nishes it richly, lives in it expensively, and in a few

years ruins himself; but the masons, carpenters, smiths

and other honest tradesman have been, by his employ,
assisted in maintaining and raising their families

;
the

farmer has been paid for his labor, and encouraged,
and the estate is now in better hands. In some cases,

indeed, certain modes of luxury may be a public evil,

in the same manner as it is a private one. If there be
a nation for instance, that exports its beef and linen,
to pay for the importation of claret and porter, while a

great part of its people live upon potatoes, and wear no
shirts—wherein does it differ from the sot, who lets his

family starve, and sells his clothes to buy drink ? Our
American commerce is, I confess, a little in this way.
"We sell our victuals to the islands, for rum and sugar ;

the substantial necessaries of life for superfluities. But
we have plenty, and live well nevertheless

; though, by
being soberer, we might be richer.

The vast quantity of forest land we have yet to clear

and put in order for cultivation, will for a long time

keep the body of our nation laborious and frugal.

Forming an opinion of our people, and their manners,
by what is seen among tlie inhabitants of the seaports,
is judging from an improper sample. The people of

tLie trading towns may be rich and luxurious, while the

country possesses all the virtues that tend to promote
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happiness and public prosperity. Those to^vns are not
much regarded by the country ; tliey are liardly con-

sidered as an essential part of the states
;
and the

experience of the last war has shown, that their being
in the possession of the enemy, did nut necessarily
draw on the subjection of the country ;

which bravely
continued to maintain its freedom and indei3endence

notwithstanding.
It has been computed by some political arithmeti-

cian, that if every man and woman would work fur

'four hours each day on something useful, that labor

would produce sufficient to procure all the necessaries

and comforts of life : want and misery would be ban-
ished out of the W(,)rld, and the rest of the twenty-four
hours might be leisure and pleasure.

'

What occasions, then, so much want and misery?
It is the employment of men and women in works that

produce neither the necessaries nor conveniences of

life
; who, with those who do nothing, consume neces-

saries raised by the laborious. To explain this :

The first elements of wealth are obtained, by labor,
from the earth and waters. I have land, and raise

corn. With this, if I feed a family that does nothing,
my corn will be consumed, and at the end of the 3-ear
I shall be no richer than I was at the beginning. Ihit

if, while I feed them, I employ them, some in spin-

ning, others in making bricks, &c. for building, the

value of my corn will be arrested and renuiin with

me, and at the end of the year we all may be better

clothed and better lodged. And if, instead of employ-
ing a man I feed in making bricks, I employ him in

fiddling for me, the corn he eats is gone, and no part
of his manufacture remains to augment the wealth and
convenience of the family ;

I shall, therefore, be the

poorer for this fiddling man, unless the rest of my
family work more, or eat less, to make up the defi-

ciency he occasions.

Look round the world and see the millions employed
In doing nothing, or something that amounts to nuth-

ing, when the necessaries and conveniences of life are
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in question. Wliat is the bulk of commerce, for which
we li<2;ht and destroy eacli other, but the toil of mil-

lions for superiiaities, to the great hazard and loss of

numy lives, by the constant danger of the sea? How
much labor is spent in building and fitting great

ships, to go to China and Arabia for tea and coffee,
to the West Indies for sugar, to America for tobacco?
These things cannot be called the necessaries of life,

for our ancestors lived very comfortaljly without tiieni.

A question may be asked— Could all these people
now employed in raising, making, or carrying super-

fluities, be subsisted by raising necessaries ? I tliink

they might. The world is large, and a great part of

it still uncultivated. Many hundred millions of acres

in Asia, Africa, and America, are still in a forest
;
and

a great deal even in Europe. On a hundred acres of

this forest, a man might become a substantial tarmer
;

and a hundred thousand men emjiloyed in clearing
each his hundred acres, would hardly brighten a spot

iai'ge enough to be visible from the moon, unless with

Herschel's telescope ;
so vast are the regions still in

wood.
It is, however, some comfort to reflect that, upon the

whole, the quantity of industry'- and prudence among
mankind exceeds the auantitv of idleness and foil v.

Hence the increase of good buildings, farms cultivated,
and populous cities filled with wealth, all over Europe,
which a few aares since were only to be found on the

coast of the Mediterranean
;
and this, notwithstanding

the mad wars continually raging, by whicli are often

destroyed, in one year, the works of many years' peace.
So that we may hope, the luxury of a few merchants
on the coast will not be the ruin of America.
One reflection more, and I will end this long, ram-

bling letter. Almost all the parts of our bodies require
some expense. The feet demand shoes

;
the legs stock

ings ;
the rest of the bod}- clothing; and the belly a

good deal of victuals. Our eyes, though exceedingly

useful, ask, when reasonable, only the cheap assistance

of spectacles, which could not much impair our finances.
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But the ejes of other people are the eyes that ruin
us. If all but myself were blind, I should want
neither fine clothes, fine houses, nor fine fui-niture.

ON TSE slaye teade.

Readi^stg in the newspapers, the speech of Mr. Jack-

son, in congress, against meddling with the affairs of

slavery, or attempting to mend the condition of slaves,
it j)ut me in mind of a similar speech, made about
one hundred years since, by Sidi Mahomet Ibrahim, a
member of the divan of Algiers, which may be seen
in Martin's account of liis consulship, 1687. It was
against granting the petition of the sect called Erika,
or Purists, who pray for the abolition of piracy and

slavery, as being unjust
— Mr. Jackson does not quote

it
; perhaps he has not seen it. If, therefore, some of

its reasonings are to be found in his eloquent si^eech,
it may only sliow that men's interests operate, and
are operated on, with surprising similarity, in all coun-
tries and climates, whenever they are under similar

circumstances. The African speech, as translated, is

as follows :

"Alia Bismillah, &c. God is great, and Mahomet is

his prophet.
" Have these Erika considered the consequences

of granting their petition? If we cease our cruises

against the Christians, how shall w^e be furnished with

the commodities their countries produce, and which
are so necessary for us ? If we forbear to ms.ke slaves

of their people, who, in this hot climate, are to culti-

vate our lands? Who are to perform the common
labors of our city, and of our fiimilies? Must we not
then be our own slaves? And is there not more com-

passion and more favor due to us Musselmen than to



franklin's essays. 295

those Christian dogs ? We have now above fifty thou-

sand slaves in and near Algiers. This number, if not

kept up by fresh supplies, will soon diminish, and be

gradually annihilated. If, then, we cease taking and

plundering the infidels' ships, and making slaves of

the seamen and passengers, our lands will become of

no value, for want of cultivation
;
the rents of houses

in the city will sink one half; and the revenues of

government, arising from the share of prizes, must be

totally destroyed. And for what? To gratify the

whim of a whimsical sect, who would have us not only
forbear making more slaves, but even manumit those

we have. But who is to indemnify their masters for

the loss ? Will the state do it ? Is our treasury suffi-

cient? Will the Erika doit? Can they do it? Or
would they, to do what they think justice to the slaves,

do a greater injustice to the owners? And if we set

our slaves free, what is to be done with them ? Few
of them will return to their native countries : they
know too well the greater hardships they must there

be subject to. They will not embrace our holy reli-

gion : they will not adopt our manners : our people will

not pollute themselves by intermarrying with them.

Must we maintain them as beggars in our streets
;
or

sufler our properties to be the prey of their pillage?
for men accustomed to slavery will not work for a live-

lihood when not compelled. And what is there so

pitiable in their present condition? Were they not

slaves in their own countries ? Are not Spain, Portu-

gal, France, and the Italian states, governed by des-

pots, who hold all their subjects in slavery, without

exception ? Even England treats her sailors as slaves,
for they are, whenever the government pleases, seized

and confined in ships of war, condemned not only to

work, but to fight for small wages, or a mere subsis-

tence, not better than our slaves are allowed by us

Is their condition, then, made worse by their falling
into our hands ? No

; they have only exchanged one

slavery for another, and I may say a better : for here

they are broufjjht into a land where the sun of Islamisn?
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gives forth its light, and shines in full splendor, and

they have an opportunity of making themselves ac-

quainted with the true doctrine, and thereby save
their immortal souls. Those who remain at home,
have not that happiness. Sending tlie slaves home,
then, would be sending them out of light into darkness.

"I repeat the question, what is to be done with
them ? I have heard it suggested, that they may be

planted in the wilderness, where there is plenty of land
for them to subsist on, and where they may flourish as

a free state. But they are, I doubt, too little disposed
to labor without compulsion, as well as too ignorant
to establish good government ;

and the wild Arabs
would soon molest and destroy, or again enslave them.
While serving us, we take care to provide them with

every thing; and they are treated with humanity.
The laborers in their own countries are, as I am in-

formed, worse fed, lodged, and clothed. The condition

of most of them is, therefore, already mended, and

requires no further improvement. Here their lives are

in safety. They are not liable to be impressed for

soldiers, and forced to cut one another's christian

throats, as in the wars of their own countries. If some
of the religious, mad bigots, who now tease us with
their silly petitions, have, in a lit of blind zeal, freed

their slaves, it was not generosity, it was not humanity
that moved them to the action

;
it was from the con-

scious burden of a load of sins, and hope, from the

supposed merits of so good a work, to be excused from
damnation. How grossly are they mistaken, in imag-
ining slavery to be disavowed by the Alcoran ! Are
not the two precepts, to quote no more,

'

Masters, treat

your slaves with kindness— Slaves, serve your masters
with cheerfulness and fidelity,' clear proofs to the con-

trary ? Nor can the plundering of infidels be, in that

sacred book, forbidden; since it is well known from

it, that God has given the world, and all that it con-

tains, to his faithful Musselmen, who are to enjoy it, of

right, as fast as they conquer it. Let us, then, hear no
more of this detestable proposition, the manumission
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of cliristian slaves, the adoption of wliich would, by
depreciating our lands and houses, and thereby de-

priving so many good citizens of their properties,
create universal discontent, and provoke insurrections,

to the endangering of government, and producing

general confusion. I have, therefore, no doubt that

this wise council will prefer the comfort and happiness
of a whole nation of true believers to the whims of a

few Erika, and dismiss their petition."
The result was, as Martin tells us, that the divan

came to this resolution, "That the doctrine, that the

plundering and enslaving the christians is unjust, is

at best problematical ;
but that it is the interest of

this state to continue the practice, is clear
; therefore,

let the petition be rejected." And it was rejected

accordingly.
And since like motives are apt to produce, in the

minds of men, like opinions and resolutions, may we
not venture to predict, from this account, that the peti-

tions to the parliament of England for abolishing the

slave trade, to say nothing of other legislatures, and

the debates upon them, will have a similar conclusion.

HISTORICUS.
March 23, 1790.

OBSEKYATIOKS ON WAR.

By the original laws of nations, war and extirpation
were the punishment of injury. Humanizing, by de-

grees, it admitted slavery instead of death
;
a farther

step was, the exchange of prisoners instead of slavery ;

another, to respect more the property of private per-

sons under conquest, and be content with acquired
dominion. Why should not this law of nations go on

improving ? Ages have intervened between its several
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steps; but as knowledge of late increases rapidly,
why should not those steps be quickened ? Why
should it not be agreed to, as the future law of nations,
that in any war hereafter, the following description of
men should be undisturbed, have the protection of
both sides, and be permitted to follow their enij^loy-
ments in security, viz.

1. Cultivators of the earth, because they labor for

the subsistence of mankind.
2. Fishermen, for the same reason.

3. Merchants and traders in unarmed ships, who
accommodate different nations by communicating and

exchanging the necessaries and conveniences of life.

4. Artists and mechanics, inhabiting and working
in open towns.

It is hardly necessary to add, that the hospitals of
enemies should be unmolested— they ought to be
assisted. It is for the interest of humanitv in o-eneral,

tliat the occasions of war, and the inducements to it,

should be diminished. If rapine be abolished, one of
the encouragements to war is taken away, and peace
therefore more likely to continue and be lasting.
The practice of robbing merchants on the high seas,— a remnant of the ancient piracy

—
though it may

be accidentally beneficial to particular pereons, is far

from being profitable to all engaged in it, or to the
nation that authorizes it. In the beo-innino: of a war
some rich ships are surprised and taken. This encour-

ages the first adventurers to fit out more armed vessels
;

and many others to do the same. But the enemy at

the same time become more careful, arm their mer-
chant ships better, and, to render them not so easy to

be taken, they go also, more imder the protection of

convoys. Thus, while the privateers to take them are

multiplied, the vessels subjected to be taken, and the
chances of profit are diminished; so that many cruises

are made, wherein the expenses overgo the gains ;

and, as is the case in other lotteries, though particu-
lars have got prizes, the mass of adventurers are losers,
the whole expense of fitting out all the privateers
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during a war, being much greater than the whole
amount of goods taken.

Then there is the national loss of all the labor of so

many men during the time they have been employed
in robbing ; who, besides, spend what they get in riot,

drunkenness, and debauchery; lose their habits of in-

dustry ;
are rarely fit for any sober business after a

peace, and serve only to increase the number of high-

waymen and housebreakers. Even the undertakers,
who have been fortunate, are by sudden wealth led

into expensive living, the habit of which continues

when the means of supporting it cease, and finally
ruins them

;
a just punishment for their having wan-

tonly and unfeelingly ruined many honest, innocent

traders and their families, whose substance was em-

ployed in serving the common interest of mankind.

ON THE IMPKESS OF SEAMEK

Notes copied from Dr. Franklin's writing in pencil in the margin of

Judge Foster's celebrated "Argument in Favor of the Impressing of

Seamen," published in the folio edition of his works.

Judge Foster, p. 158, "Every man."— The conclu-

sion here, from the vjliole to a part, does not seem to

be good logic. If the alphabet should say, let us all

fight for the defense of the whole
;
that is equal, and

may therefore be just. But if they should say. Let A,
B, C, and D go out and fight for us, while we stay at

home and sleep in whole skins
;
that is not equal, and

therefore cannot be just.
lb.

"
Employ,"

— if you please. The word signifies

engaging a man to work for me, by oflering him such

wages as are suflicieut to induce him to prefer my
service. This is very different from compelling him to

work on such terms as I think proper.
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Ih. "
Tills service and employment," &:c. These

are false facts. Ilis employment and service are not

the same. Under the merchant he goes in an unarmed

vessel, not obliged to light, but to transport merchan-
dise. In the king's service he is obliged to fight, and
to hazard all the dangers of battle. Sickness on board
of king's ships is also more common and more mortal.

The merchant's service, too, he can quit at the end
of the v^oyage; not the king's. Also, the merchant's

>vages are much higher.
Ih. " I am very sensible," &c.—Here are two things

put in comparison that are not comparable: viz. in-

jury to seamen, and inconvenience to trade. Incon-

venience to the whole trade of a nation will not justify

injustice to a single seaman. If the trade would suffer

without Lis service, it is able, and ought to be willing
to offer him such wages as may induce him to afford

his service voluntarily.

Page 159. " Private mischief must be borne with

patience for preventing a national calamity." Where
is this maxim in law and good policy to be found ?

And how can that be a maxim which is not consistent

with common sense ? If the maxim had been, that

private mischiefs, which prevent a national calamity,

ought to be generously compensated by the nation, one

might understand it: but that private mischiefs are

only to be borne with patience, is absurd !

lb. '' The expedient," &c.—"And," &c. (paragraphs
2 and 3.)

—Twentv ineffectual or inconvenient schemes

will not justify one that is unjust.
Tb. "Upon the foot of." &c.—Your reasoning indeed,

like a lie, stands but upon one foot ; truth upon two.

Page ICO. " Full wages."
—Probably the same they

had in the merchant's service.

Page 174. "I hardly admit," ttc.—(paragraphs.)
"When this author speaks of impressing, page 158, he

diminishes the horror of tlie practice as inucli as possi-

ble, by representing to the mind one sailor only suffer-

'ng a '"-hardship^'' (as he tenderly calls it)
in some "^a;^

dcular case^
"
only ;

and he places against this private
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mischief the inconvenience to the trade of the king
dom.—But if, as he supposes is often the case, the sai-

lor who is pressed and ohliged to serve for the defense

of trade, at the rate of twenty-five shillings a month,
could get three pounds fifteen shillings in the merchant's

service, you take from him fifty shillings a month
;

and if you have 100,000 in your service, you rob this

honest industrious part of society and their poor fami
lies of £250,000 per month, or three millions a year,
and at the same time oblige them to hazard their

lives in fighting for the defense of your trade
;
to the

defense of which all ought indeed to contribute (and
sailors among the rest,) in proportion to their profits

by it
;
but this three millions is more than their share,

if they do not pay with their persons ;
but when you

force that, methinks that you should excuse the other.

But, it may be said, to give to the king's seamen
merchants' wages, would cost the nation too much, and
call for more taxes. The question then will amount to

this : whether it be just in a community, that the richer

part should compel the poorer to fight in defense of

them and their properties, for such wages as they think
fit to allow, and punish them if they refuse ? Our au-

thor tells us that it is
"
legalP I have not law enough

to dispute his authorities, but I cannot persuade my-
self that it is equitable. I will, however, own for the

present, that it may be lawful when necessary ;
but

then I contend that it may be used so as to produce
the same good eflect— the j)iiblic security

—without

doing BO much intolerable injustice as attends the

impressing common seaman. In order to be better

understood, I would premise two things : First, that

voluntary seam.en may be had for the service, if they
were sufficiently jjaid. The proof is, that to serve in

the same ship, and incur the same dangers, you have
no occasion to impress captains, lieutenants, second

lieutenants, midshipmen, pursers, nor many other offi-

cers. Why, but that the profits of their places, or the
emoluments expected, are sufficient inducements?—
The business then is, to find money, by impressing,
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sufficient to make tlie sailors all volunteers, as well as
their officers

;
and this without any fresli burden upon

trade.—The second of my premises is, that twenty-five

shillings a month, Muth his share of the salt beef, pork,
and peas-pudding, being found suflicient for the sub-

sistence of a hard-working seaman, it will certainly be
so for a sedentary scholar or gentleman. I would then

propose to form a treasury, out of which encourage-
ments to seamen should be paid. To fill this treasury,
I would impress a number of civil officers who at pre-
sent have great salaries, oblige them to serve in their

respective ofiices for twenty-five shillings a month
with their shares of mess piovisions, and throw the rest

of their salaries into the seamen's treasury. If such a

press-warrant were given me to execute, the first I

would press should be a recorder of Bristol, or a Mr.
Justice Foster, because I might have need of his edi-

fying example, to show how much impressing ought
to be borne with

;
for he would certainly find, that

though to be reduced to twenty-five shillings a month

might be a "
private mischief,

"
yet that, agreeably to

his maxim of law and good policy, it "ought to be
borne with patience," for preventing a national calam-

ity. Then I would press the rest of the judges ; and,

opening the red book, I would press every civil officer

of government, from £50 a year salary, up to 50,000,
which would throw an immense sum into our treasury ;

and these gentlemen could not complain, since they
would receive twenty-five shillings a month, and their

rations
;
and this without being obliged to fight.

—
Lastly, I think I would impress

* * ^
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ON CRIMmAL LAWS,
AND THE PRACTICE OF PRIVATEERING.

LETTER TO BENJAMIN VAUGHN, ESQ.

Maech 14, 1785.

My Dear Friend :

Among the pamphlets you lately sent me was one,

entitled, TJioughts on Executive Justice. In return for

that, I send you a French one on the same subject,
Observations concemant VExecution deVArticle II de
la Declaration sur le Vol. They are both addressed

to the judges, but written, as you will see, in a very
different spirit. The English author is for hanging
all thieves. The Frenchman is for proportioning

punishments to offenses.

If we really believe, as we profess to believe, that

the law of Moses was the law of God, the dictate of

Divine wisdom, infinitely superior to human, on what

principles do we ordain death as the punishment of an
offense which, according to that law, was only to be

punished by a restitution of fourfold ? To put a man
to death for an offense which does not deserve death,
is it not a murder? And, as the Fi'ench writer says,
" Doit on punir un delit contre la societie par un crime
contre la nature ?

"

Superfluous property is the creature of society. Sim
pie and mild laws were sufficient to guard the property
that was merely necessary. The savage's bow, his

hatchet, and his coat of skins, were sufficiently secured
without law, by the fear of personal resentment and
retaliation. When, by virtue of the first laws, part of
the society accumulated wealth and grew powerful,
they enacted others more severe, and would protect
their property at the expense of humanity. This was
abusing their power, and commencing a tyranny. If

a savage, before he entered into society, had been told,
" Your neighbor, by this means may become owner of
a hundred deer

;
but if your brother, or your son, oi
20
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yourself, having no deer of your own, and being hun-

gry, should kill one, an infamous death must be the

consequence," he would probably have preferred his

liberty, and his common right of killing any deer, to

all the advantages of society that might be proposed
to him.

That it is better a hundred guilty persons should

escape, than that one innocent person should suffer, is

a maxim that has been long and generally approved ;

never, that I know of, controverted. Even the san-

guinary author of hte Thomjlds agrees to it, adding
well, that the very thought of injured innocence, and
much more that of sneering innocence, must awaken
all our tenderest and most compassionate feelings, and
at the same time raise our highest indignation against
the instruments of it. But he adds,

" there is no dan-

ger of either^ from a strict adherence to the lav^^s."

lieally !
— is it, then, impossible to make an unjust

law
;
and if the law itself be unjust, may it not be

the very
" instrument which ought to raise the author's

and everybody's highest indignation ?
" I see in the

last newspapers from London, that a woman is capitally
convicted at the Old Bailey, for privately stealing out

of a shop some gauze, value fourteen shillings and
three pence. Is there any proportion between the

injury done by a theft, value fourteen shillings and
three pence, and the punishment of a human creature

by death, on a gibbet ? Might not that woman, by her

labor, have made the reparation ordained by God in

paying fourfold ? Is not ail punishment inHicted be-

yond the merit of the offense, so much punishment of

innocence? In this light, how vast is the annual

quantity, of not only injured but suffering innocence,
in almost all the civilized states of Europe !

But it seems to have been thought, that this kind of

innocence may be punished by way of preventing
crimes. I have read, indeed, of a cruel Turk in Bar-

bary, who, whenever he bought a new Christian slave,

ordered him immediately to be hung up by the legs,

and to receive a hundred blows of a cudgel on the
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soles of his feet, that the severe sense of tlie punish-

ment, and fear of incurring it hereafter, might prevent
the faults that should merit it. Our autlior himself

would hardly approve entirely of this Turk's conduct
in the government of slaves

;
and yet he appears to

recommend something like it for the government of

English subjects, when he applauds the reply of Judge
Burnet to the convict horse-stealer

; who, being asked
what he had to say why judgment of death should not

pass against him, and answering, that it was hard to

hang a man for only stealing a horse, was told l)y the

judge,
"
Man, thou art not to he hanged only for

stealing a horse, but that horses may not be stolen."

The man's answer, if candidly examined, will, I imag-
ine, appear reasonable, as Ijoing founded on the eternal

principle of justice and equity, that punishments
should be proportioned to oli'enses

;
and the judge's

reply brutal and unreasonable, though the writer
" wishes all judges to carry it with them whenever

they go the circuit, and to bear it in their minds as

containing a wise reason for all the penal statutes

which they are called upon to put in execution. It at

once ilhistrates," says he,
" the true grounds and rea-

sons of all capital punishments whatsoever, namely,
that every man's property, as well as his life, may be
held sacred and inviolate." Is there, then, no difter-

ence in value between property and life ? If I think
it right that the crime of mm'der should be punished
with death, not only as an ecpial punishment of the

crime, but to prevent other murders, does it follow

that I must approve of inflicting the same punishment
for a little invasion on my property by theft ? If I am
not myself so barbarous, so bloody minded, and re-

vengeful, as to kill a fellow creature for stealing from
me fourteen shillings and threepence, how can I ap-

prove of a law that does it? Montesquieu, who was
himself a judge, endeavors to impress other maxims.
He must have known what humane judges feel on
such occasions, and what the effects of those feelings

*

and, so far from thinking that severe and excessive
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punishments prevent crimes, lie asserts, as quoted by
our French writer, that—

" L' atrocite des loix en empeche 1' execution.
"
Lorsque la j^eiue est sans mesure, on est souvenl

oblige de lui preferer I'imp unite.
" La cause de tons les relachemens vient de I'impu-

nite des crimes et non de la moderation des peines."

It is said by those who know Europe generally, that

there are more thefts committed and punished annually
in England, than in all the other nations put together.
If this be so, there must be a cause or causes for such
a depravity in our common people. May not one be
the deficiency of justice and morality in our national

government, manifested in our oppressive conduct to

subjects, and unjust wars on our neighbors ? View
the long-j^ersisted in, unjust, monopolizing treatment
of Ireland, at length acknowledged ! View the plun-

dering government exercised by our merchants in the

Indies
;
the confiscating war made upon the A merican

colonies
; and, to say nothing of those upon France

and Spain, view the late war upon Holland, which
was seen by impartial Europe in no other light than
that of a war of rapine and pillage ;

the hopes of an
immense and easy prey being its only apparent, and

probably its true and real motive and encouragement.
Justice is as strictly due between neighbor nations, as

between neighbor citizens. A highwayman is as mucli

a robber when he plunders in a gang, as when single ;

and a nation that makes an unjust war is only a great

gang. After employing your people in robbing the

Dutch, is it strange that, being put out of that employ
by peace, they still continue robbing, and rob one
another ? j^iraterte, as tlie French call it, or priva-

teering, is the universal bent of the English nation, at

home and abroad, wherever settled. No less than

seven hundred privateers were, it is said, commis-
sioned in the last war ! These were fitted out by mer-

chants, to prey upon other merchants, who had never

done them any iujm-y. Is there probably any one of
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those privateering merchants of London, who were so

ready to rob the merchants of Amsterdam, that would

not as readily plunder another London merchant, of

the next street, if he could do it with the same impu-

nity? The avidity, the alieni wppetens is the
same^;

it is the fear alone of the gallows that makes the dif-

ference. How then can a nation, which, among
the honestest of its people, has so many thieves by
inclination, and whose government encouraged and

commissioned no less than seven hundred gangs of

robbers
;
how can such a nation have the face to con-

demn the crime in individuals, and hang up twenty
of them in a morning ! It naturally puts one in mind
of a Newgate anecdote. One of the prisoners com-

plained, that in the night somebody had taken his

buckles out of his shoes. " What the devil !

"
says

another,
" have we then thieves amongst us ? It must

not be suifered. Let us search out the rogue, and

pump him to death."

There is, however, one late instance of an English
merchant who will not profit by such ill gotten gain.

He was, it seems, part owner of a ship, which the

other owners thought fit to employ as a letter of

marque, which took a number of French prizes. The

booty being shared, he has now an agent here, inquir-

ing, by an advertisement in the Gazette, for those who
have suft'ered the loss, in order to make them, as far

as in him lies, restitution. This conscientious man is

a quaker. The Scotch Presbyterians were formerly as

tender: for there is still extant an ordinance of the

town council of Edinburgh, made soon after the re-

formation, "forbidding the purchase of prize goods,
under pain of losing the freedom of the burgh forever,

with other punishments at the will of the magistrate ;

the practice of making prizes being contrary to good
conscience, and the rule of treating Christian breth-

ren as we would wish to be treated
;
and such goods

are not to be sold by any godly man within this

burgh." The race of these godly men in Scotland,

is probably extinct, or their principles abandoned.
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since, as far as that nation had a hand in promoting
the war against the colonies, prizes and confiscations

are believed to have been a considerable motive.
It has been for some time a generally received

opinion, that a military man is not to inquire whether
a war be just or unjust; ho is to execute his orders.

All princes, who are disposed to become tyrants, must

probably approve of this opinion, and be willing to

establish it; but is it not a dangerous one? since, on
that principle, if the tyrant commands his army to

attack and destroy not only an unoffending neighbor
nation, but even his own subjects, the army is bound
to obey. A negro slave, in our colonies, being com-
manded by his master to rob or murder a neighbor,
or do any other immoral act, may refuse; and the

magistrate will protect him in his refusal. The slav-

ery then of a soldier is worse than that of a negro!A conscientious officer, if not restrained by the ap-

prehension of its being imputed to another cause,

may indeed resign, rather than be employed in an

unjust war; but the private men are elaves for life
;

and they are, perhaps, incapable of judging for them-
selves. We can only lament their fate, and still more
that of a sailor, who is often dragged by force from
his honest occu])ation, and compelled to imbrue his

hands in perha]>s innocent blood. But, methinks, it

well behooves merchants (men more enlightened by
their education, and perfectly free from any such
force or obligation) to consider well of the justice of

a war, before they voluntarily engage a gang of ruf-

fians to attack their fellow mei'chants of a neighboring
nation, to plunder them of their property, and perhaps
ruin them and their ftimilies, if they yield it; or to

wound, maim, and murder them, if they 'endeavor to

defend it. Yet these things are done by Christian

merchants, whether a war be just or imjust; and it

can hardly be just on both sides. • They are done by
English and American merchants, who, nevertheless,

complain of private theft, and hang by the dozens the

thieves they have taught by their own example.
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It is high time, for the sake of humanity, that a stop
were put to this enormity. Tlie United States of

America, though better situated than any European
nation to make profit by privateering, (most of the

trade of Europe with the West Indies, passing before

their doors,) are, as far as in them lies, endeavoring
to abolish the practice, by offering, in all their treaties

with other powers, an article, engaging solemnly, that

in case of future war, no privateer shall be commis-
sioned on either side

;
and that unarmed merchant

ships, on both sides, shall pursue their voyages un-

molested.* This will be a happy improvement of the

law of nations, the humane and the just cannot but

wish general success to the proposition.
With unchangeable esteem and aifection,

I am, my dear friend, ever yours.

• This offer having been accepted by the late King of Prussia, a treaty
of amity and commerce was concluded between that monarch and the

United States, containing the following humane, jiliilanthropic article
;

in the formation of which Dr. Franklin, as one of tlie American pleni-

potentiaries, was principally concerned, viz :

Art. 23. If war should arise between the two contracting parties,
the merchants of either country, then residing in the other, sliall be
allowed to remain nine months to collect their debts and settle their

affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all their effects, without mo-
lestation or hindrance ; and all women and children, scholars of every
faculty, cultivators of the earth, artisans, manufacturers, and fishermen,
unarmed, and inhabiting unfortified towns, villages, and places, and, in

general, all others whose occupations are for the common subsistence
and benefit of mankind, shall be allowed to continue their respective
employments, and sliall not bo molested in their persons, nor shall their

houses or goods be burnt, or otherwise destroyed, nor their fields wasted

by the armed force of the enemy into whose power, by the events of

war, they may happen to fall ; but if any thing is necessary to be taken
from them for the use of such armed force, the same shall be paid for
at a reasonable price. And all merchant and trading vessels employed
in exchanging the products of different places, and thereby rendering tCe

necessaries, conveniences, and comforts of human life more easy to be
obtained, and more general, shall be allowed to p;iss free and unmo-
lested ; and neither of the contracting powers sliall grant or issue any
commission to any private arrai^d vessels, empowering them to take or

destroy suck trading vessels, or interrapt such commerce.
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EEMAKKS CONCERNING THE SAVAGES OF
NORTH AMERICA.

SavaOes we call them, because their manners differ

from ours, which we think the perfection of civility;

they think the same of theirs.

Perhaps, if we could examine the manners of dif-

ferent nations with impartiality, we should find no

people so rude as to be without any rules of polite-
ness

;
nor any so polite as not to have some remains

of rudeness.

The Indian men, when young, are hunters and war-
riors

;
when old, counselors

;
for all their government

is by the counsel or advice of the sages ;
there is no

force, there are no prisons, no officers to compel obe-

dience, or inflict punishment. Hence they generally
study oratory ;

the best speaker having the most in-

fluence. The Indian women till the ground, dress the

food, nurse and bring up the children, and preserve
and hand down to posterity the memory of public
transactions. These employments of men and women
are accounted natural and honorable. Having few
artificial wants, they have abundance of leisure for

improvement in conversation. Our laborious manner
of life, compared with theirs, they esteem slavish and
base

;
and the learning on which we value ourselves,

they regard as frivolous and useless. An instance oi^

this occurred at the treaty of Lancaster, in Pennsylva-
nia, anno 1744-, between the government of Yirginia
and the Six Nations. After the principal business was

settled, the commissioners from Yirginia acquainted
the Indians by a speech, that there was at Williams-

burgh a college, with a fund, for educating Indian

youth ;
and that if the chiefs of the Six Nations would

send down half a dozen of their sons to that college,
the government would take care that they should be
well provided for, and instructed in all the learning
of the white people. It is one of the Indian rules of

politeness not to answer a public proposition the same
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day that it is made : tliey think that it "would be treat-

ing it as a light matter, and they show it respect by
taking time to consider it, as of a matter important.

They therefore deferred their answer till the day fol-

lowing : when their speaker began by expressing their

deep sense of the kindness of the Virginia government,
in making them that offer; "For we know," says he,
"that you highly esteem the kind of learning taught
in those colleges, and that the maintenance of our

young men, while with you, would be very expensive
to you. We are convinced, therefore, that you mean
to do us good by your proposal ;

and we thank you
heartily. But you who are wise must know, that

different nations have different conceptions of things ;

and you will therefore not take it amiss, if our ideas

of this kind of education happen not to be the same
with yours. We have had some experience of it;

several of our young people were formerly brought up
at the colleges of the northern provinces ; they were
instructed in all your sciences

;
but when they came

back to us they were bad runners
; ignorant of every

means of living in the woods
;
unable to bear either

cold or hunger ;
knew neither how to build a cabin,

take a deer, or kill an enemy ; spoke our language
imperfectly ;

were therefore neither fit for hunters,
warriors or counselors

; they were totally good for

nothing. We are not, however, the less obliged by
your kind offer, though we decline accepting it

; and
to show our grateful sense of it, if the gentlemen of

Virginia will send us a dozen of their sons, we will

take great care of their educa^on, instruct them in all

we know, and make men of them."

Having frequent occasions to hold public councils,

they have acquired great order and decency in con-

ducting them. The old men sit in the foremost ranks,
the warriors in the next, and the women and children
in the hindmost. The business of the women is to

take exact notice of what passes, imprint it in their

memories, for they have no writing, and communi-
cate it to the children. They are the records of the^

N
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council, and tlicy preserve tradition of the stipulations
in treaties a hundred years back

; which, when we
compare with our writings, we always find exact. He
that would speak, rises. The rest observe a profound
eilence. AVhen he has finished, and sits down, they
leave him five or six minutes to recollect, that if he
has omitted any thing he intended to say, or has any
thing to add, he may rise again and deliver it. To

internipt another, even in common conversation, is

reckoned highly indecent. How different this is from
the conduct of a polite British house of commons,
where scarce a day passes without some confusion,
that makes the speaker hoarse in calling to order; and
how different from the mode of conversation, in many
polite companies of Europe, where, if you do not de-

liver your sentences with great rapidity, you are cut

off in the middle of it by the impatient loquacity of

those you converse with, and never suffered to finish it !

The politeness of these savages in conversation is

indeed carried to excess
;
since it does not permit them

to contradict or deny the truth of what is asserted

in their presence. By this means they indeed avoid

disputes ;
but then it becomes difiicult to know their

minds, or what impression you make upon them. The

missionaries, who have attempted to convert them to

Christianity, all complain of this as one of the great
difficulties of their mission. The Indians hear with

patience the truths of the gospel ex^ilained to them,
and give their usual tokens of assent and approbation ;

you would think they were convinced. jSTo such
matter— it is mere civiiity.
A Swedish minister having assembled the chiefs of

the SusqueliannaJi Indians^ made a sermon to them,

acquainting them with the principal historical facts on
which our religion is founded

;
such as the fall of our

first parents by eating an apple ;
tlie coming of Christ

to rej^air the mischief; his miracles, and sufferings,
&c. When he had finished, an Indian orator stood up
to thank him. " "What vou have told us," savs he,

"
is

all very good. It is indeed bad to eat apples. It is
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better to make them all into cider. We are much

obliged by your kindness in coming so far to tell us

those things which you have heard from your mothers.

In return,! will tell you some of those which we have

lieard from ours."
" In the beginning, our fathers had only the flesh of

animals to subsist on
;
and if their hunting was un-

successful, they were starving. Two of our young
hunters having killed a deer, made a fire in the woods
to broil some parts of it. When they were about to

satisfy their hunger, they beheld a beautiful young
w^oman descend from the clouds, and seat herself on

that hill which you see yonder among the blue moun-
tains. They said to each other, it is a spirit that per-

haps smelt our broiled venison, and wishes to eat of

it
;

let us ofler some to her. They presented her with

the tongue ;
she was pleased with the taste of it, and

said,
' Your kindness shall be rewarded. Come to

this place after thirteen moons, and you shall find

something that will be of great benefit in nourishing

you and your children to the latest generation.' They
did so, and to their surprise, found plants they had
never seen before

;
but which, from that ancient time,

have been constantly cultivated among us, to our great

advantage. Where her right hand had touched the

ground, they found maize— where her left hand had
touched it, they found kidney-beans ;

and where her

backside had sat on it, they found tobacco." The good
missionary, disgusted with this idle tale, said,

" What
I delivered to you Avere sacred truths

;
but what you

tell me is mere fable, fiction, and falsehood." The

Indian, offended, replied,
"

JNIy brother, it seems your
friends have not done you justice in your education

;

they have not well instructed 3'ou in the rules of com-

mon civility. You say that we, who understand and

practise those rules, believed all your stories, why do

you refuse to believe ours ?
"

When any of them come into your towns, your peo-

ple are apt to crowd round them, gaze upon them, and
incommode them where they desire to be private ;

this
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they esteem great mdeness, and tlie effect of the "want

of instruction in the rules of civility and good man-
ners. " AVe have," say they,

" as much curiosity as

you, and when you come into our towns, we wish for

opportunities for looking at you ; but for this purpose
we hide ourselves behind bushes, where you are to

pass, and never intrude ourselves into your crmipany."
Their manner of entering one another's villages has

likewise its rules. It is reckoned uncivil in traveling

strangers to enter a village abruptly, without giving
notice of their approach. Therefore, as soon as they
arrive M'ithin hearing, they stop and halloo, remaining
there till invited to enter. Two old men usually come
out to them, and lead them in. There is in every vil-

lage a vacant dwelling, called the stranger's house.

Here they are placed, while the old men go round
from hut to hut, acquainting the inhabitants that

strangers are arrived, who are probably hungry and

weary, and every one sends them what he can spare
of victuals and skins to repose on. When the stran-

gers are refreshed, pipes and tobacco are brought ;
and

then, but not before, conversation begins, with inqui-
ries who they are, whither bound, what news, &c. and
it usually ends Avith offers of service, if the strangers
have occasion for guides, or any necessaries for con-

tinuing their journey ;
and nothing is exacted for the

entertainment.

The same hosj^italify, esteemed among them as a

princijial virtue, is practised by private persons ;
of

which Conrad Weiser, our interpreter, gave me the

follovvino; instance. He had been naturalized amono'
the Six Kations, and sj)oke well the Mohock language.
In going through the Indian country, to carry a mes-

sage from our governor to the council at Onondaga, he
called at the habitation of Ccmasscttef/o, an old ac-

quaintance, who embraced him, spread furs for him to

sit on, placed before him some boiled beans and veni-

son, and mixed some rum and water for his drink.

When he was well refreshed, and had lit his pipe,

Cancissettego began to converse with him
;
asked hiuj
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how he had fared the many years since they had^
seen

each other, whence he then came, what occasioned

the journey, &c, Conrad answered all his questions ;

and when the discourse began to flag, the Indian, to

continue it, said,
—

"
Conrad, you have lived long among the white peo-

ple, and know something of their customs ;
I have

been sometimes at Albany, and have observed, that

once in seven days they shut up their shops and assem-

ble all in the great house
;

tell me what it is for ?

"What do they do there ?
" "

They meet there," says

Conrad,
" to hear and learn good things^

" I do not

doubt," says the Indian,
" that they tell you so

; they
have told me the same : but I doubt the truth of what

they say, and I will tell you my reasons. I went lately
to Albany to sell my skins, and buy blankets, knives,

powder, rum, &c. You know I used generally to deal

with Hans Hanson
;
but I was a little inclined this

time to try some other merchants. However, I called

first upon'Hans, and asked him what he would give for

beaver. He said he could not give more than four

shillings a pound : but said he, I cannot talk on busi-

ness now
;
this is the day when we meet together to

learn good things^ and I am going to the meeting. So
I thought to myself, since I cannot do any business to-

day, I may as well go to the meeting too, and I went
with him. There stood up a man in black, and began
to talk to the people very angrily. I did not under-

stand what he said; but perceiving that he looked

much at me and at Hanson, I imagined he was

angry at seeing me there
;
so I went out, sat down near

the house, struck fire, and lit my pipe, waiting till the

meeting sliould break up. I thought too, that the man
had mentioned something of beaver

;
and I suspected

it might be the subject of their meeting. So when

they came out, I accosted my merchant,
'

Well, Hans,

(says I,)
I hope you have agreed to give more than

four shillings a pound.'
'

No,' says he,
' I cannot

give so much
;
I cannot give more than three shillings

and sixpence.' I then spoke to several other dealers,
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but they all sung the same song, three and sixpence,
three and sixpence. This made it clear to nie that my
suspicion was right ;

and that, whatever they pretend-
ed of meeting to learn good things, the real purpose
was to consult how to cheat Indians in the price of

beaver. Consider but a little, Conrad, and you must
be of my opinion. If they met so often to learn good
things, they would certainly have learned some before

this time. But they are still ignorant. You know our

practice : If a white man, in traveling tlirough our

country enters ojie of our cabins, we all treat him as I

do you ;
we dry him if he is wet, we warm him if he is

cold, and give him meat and drink, that he may allay
his thirst and hunger ;

and we spread soft furs fur him
to rest and sleep on : we demand nothing in return.*

But if I go into a white man's house at Albany, and
ask for victuals and drink, they say, Where is your
money ? And if I have none, they say, Get out you
Indian dog. You see that they have not learned those

little good things that we need no meetings to be in-

structed in, because our mothers taught them us when
we were children

;
and therefore it is impossible their

meetings should be, as they say, for any such purpose,
or have any such effect

; they are only to contrive the

cheating of Indians in the price of beaver."

*It is remarkable that iu all ages and countries, liospitality has been
allowed as the virtue of those, whom the civilized were pleased to caU
barbarians : tlie Greeks celebrated tlie Scytliians tor it

; the Saracens

possessed it eminently ; and it is to this da)' the reigning virtue of the

wild Arabs. St. Paul, too, in the relation of his voyage and sliipwreck, on
the island of Melita, says,

" The barbarous jjeople showed us no little

kindness ; for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because
of the present rain, and because of the cold." This note is taken from a
small collection of Franklin's papers printed for Dilly,
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TO M. DUBOURG

CWNCERNING THE DISSENSIONS BETWEEN ENGLAND AND
AMERICA.

London, October 2, 1770.

I seewlth pleasure, that we think pretty much alike

on tlie subjects of English America. We of the colo-

nies have never insisted that we ought -to be exempt
from contributing to th^ common expenses necessary to

support the prosperity of the empire. We only assert

that having parliaments of our own, and not having
representatives in that of Great Britain, our parliaments
are the only judges of what we can and what we ought
to contribute in this case

;
and that the English parlia-

ment has no right to take our money with out our con-

sent. In fact, the British empire is not a single state
;

it comprehends many ;
and though the parliament of

Great Britain has arrogated to itself the power of tax-

ing the colonies, it has no more right to do so than it

has to tax Hanover. We have the same king, but not

the same legislature.
The dispute between the two countries has already

cost England many millions sterling, which it has lost

in its commerce, and America has in this respect been
a proportionable gainer. This commerce consisted

principally of superfluities ; objects of luxury, and fash-

ion, which we can well do without
;
and the resolution

we have formed, of importing no more till our griev-
ances are redressed, has enabled many of our infant

manufactures to take root
;
and it will not be easy to

make our people abandon them in future, tven should
a connection more cordial than ever succeed the pres-
ent troubles. I have, indeed, no doubt, that the par-
liament of England will finally abandon its present
pretensions, and leave us to the peaceable enjoyment
of our rights and privileges.

B. FRANKLBT. •



318 fkanklln's essays.

A COMPARISON

OF THE CONDUCT OF THE ANCIENT JEWS, AND OF THE A2JTI-

FEDEEALISTS, EST THE UNITED STATES OF AMEKICA.

A zealous advocate for the proposed Federal Con-
stitution in a certain public assembly said, that " the

repugnance of a great part of mankind to good gov-
ernment was such, that he believed, that if an angel
from heaven was to bring down a constitution formed
there for our use, it would nevertheless meet with vio-

lent opposition."
— He was reproved for the supposed

extravagance of the sentiment
;
and he did not justify

it. Probably it might not have immediately occurred
to hira, that the experiment had been tried, and that

the event was recorded in the most faithful of all his-

tories, the holy bible
;
otherwise he might, as it seema

to me, have supported his opinion by that unexception-
able authority.
The supreme Being had been pleased to nourish up

a single family, by continued acts of his attentive

providence, until it became a great people : and hav-

ing rescued them from bondage by many miracles

performed by his servant Moses, he personally deliv-

ered to that chosen servant, in presence of the whole

nation, a constitution and code of laws for their ob'

servance, accompanied and sanctioned with promisesS
of great rewards, and threats of severe punishments,
as the consequence of their obedience or disobedience.

This constitution, though the Deity himself was to

be at its head (and it is therefore called by political
writers a theocracy) could not be carried into execu-
tion but by means of his ministers: Aaron and his

sons were therefore commissioned to be, with Moses,
the first established ministry of the new government.
One would have thought that the appointment of

men, who had distinguished themselves in procuring
the libei'ty of their nation, and had hazarded their

"lives iii openly o}iposing the will of a powerful monarch
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who would have retained that nation in slavery,

might have been an appointment acceptable to a

grateful peo])le ;
and that a constitution framed for

them by the Deity himself, might on that account have
been secure of a universal welcome reception. Yet
there were, in every one of the twelve tribes, some

discontented, restless spirits, who were continually ex-

citing them to reject the proposed new government,
and this from various motives.

Many still retained an aiFection for Egypt, the land

of their nativity ;
and these, whenever they felt any

inconvenience or hardship, through the natural and
unavoidable effect of their change of situation, ex-

claimed against their leaders as the authors of their

trouble
;
and were not only for returning into Egypt,

but for stoning their deliverers.* Those inclined to

idolatry were displeased that their golden calf was

destroyed. Many of the chiefs thought the new con-

stitution miglit be injurious to their particular inter-

ests ;
that the profitable places would be engrossed hy

the families and friends of Moses and Aaro7i, and
others equall}^ well born excluded.f In Josephus, and
the Talmud, we learn some particulars, not so fully
narrated in the Scripture. We are there told, "that

Korah was ambitious of the priesthood ;
and offended

that it was conferred on Aaron
;
and this, as he said,

by the authority of Moses only, without the consent

of the people. He accused Moses of having, by va-

rious artifices, fraudulently obtained the government,
and deprived the people of their liberties; and of

conspiring with Aaron to perpetuate the tyranny in

their family. Thus, though Korah's real motive waa
the supplanting of Aaron, he persuaded the people
that he meant only the public good ;

and they, moved
by his insinuations, began to cry out,

—" Let us main-
tain the common liberty of our respective tribes

;
we

*
lumbers, ch. xiv.

t Numbers, cli. xvi : ver. 3.—"And tJiey gathered tliemselves together

against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them. Ye take too much
upon you, seeing all the congregations are holy, every one of them,—
wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation ?

"
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have freed ourselves from the slavery imposed upon
us by tlie Egyptians, and shall we suffer ourselves to

be made slaves by Moses? If we must have a master,
it were better to return to Pharaoh, who at least

fed us with bread and onions, than to serve this new
tyrant, who by his operations has brought us into

danger of famine. They then called in question the

reality of his conferences with God; and objected to

the privacy of the meetings, and the preventing any
of the people from being present at the colloquies, or

even approaching the place, as grounds of great sus-

picion. They accused Moses also of peculation; as

embezzling part of the golden spoons and the silver

chargers, that the princes had offered at the dedication

of the altar,* and the offerings of gold by the common
people,f as well as most of the poll tax

; :{:
and Aaron

they accused of pocketing much of the gold, of which
he pretended to have made a molten calf. Besides

peculation they charged Moses with ambition
;

to

gratify which passion, he had, they said, deceived the

people by promising to bring them to a land flowing
with milk and honey: instead of doing which, he had

brought them from such a land
;
and that he thought

light of all this mischief, provided he could make
himself an absolute prince. § That, to support the

new dignity with splendor in his family, the j^artial

poll tax already levied and given to Aaron
]|

was to

be followed by a general one,*jr which would probably
be augmented from time to time, if he were suffered

to go on promulgating new laws, on pretense of new
occasional revelations of the Divine will, till their

whole fortunes were devoured by that aristocracy."
Moses denied the charge of peculation ;

and his

accusers were destitute of proofs to support it
; though

facts, if real, are in their nature capable of proof.
" I

*
Numbers, vii. t Exodus, xxxv : 22.

X Nunibers, iii, and Exodus, xxx.

§ Xumbers, xri : 13.—"
Is it a small thing that thou hast brought ua

up out of a land flowing with milk and lionuy, to kill us in the wilder-

ness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us ?
"

li Ibid, iiL H Exodus, xxx.



feanklin's essays. 321

have not," said he, (with holy confidence in the pres-
ence of God,) I have not taken from this people tha

value of an ass, nor done them any other injury."
But his enemies had made the charge, and with some
success among the populace ;

for no kind of accusa-

tion is so readily made, or easily believed by knaves,
as the accusation of knavery.

In fine, no less than two hundred and fifty of the

principal men,
" famous in the congregation, men of

renown,"* heading and exciting the mob, worked them

up to such a pitch of frenzy, that they called out,
Stone 'em, stone 'em, and thereby secure our liberties ;

and let us choose other captains, that they may lead

us back into Egypt, in case we do not succeed in

reducing the Canaanites.

On the whole, it appears that the Israelites were a

people jealous of their new-acquired liberty, which

jealousy was in itself no fault : but that, when they
suffered it to be worked upon by artful men, pre-

tending public good, with nothing really in view but

private interest, they were led to oppose the establish-

ment of the new constitution, whereby they brought

upon themselves much inconvenience and misfortime.

It further appears from the same inestimable history,
that when, after many ages, the constitution had be-

come old and much abused, and an amendment of it

was proposed, the populace as they had accused Moses
of the ambition of making himself a prince, and cried

out. Stone him, stone him
; so, excited by their high

priests and scribes, they exclaimed against the Mes-

siah, that he aimed at becoming king of the Jews,
and cried, Crucifj' him, crucify him. From all which
we may gather, that popular opposition to a public
measure is no proof of its impropriety, even though
the opposition be excited and headed by men of dis-

tinction.

To conclude, I beg I may not be understood to infer,

that our general convention was divinely inspired

*
Numbers, xvi.
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when it formed the new federal constitution, merely
because that constitution lias been unreasonably and

vehemently opposed; yet, I must own, I have so much
faith in the general government of the world by
Providence, that I can hardly conceive a transaction

of such momentous importance to the welfare of mil-

lions now existing, and to exist in the posterity of a

great nation, should be suffered to pass without being
in some degree influenced, guided, and governed by
that omnipotent, omnipresent, and benehcent Tluler,
in whom all inferior spirits live, and move, and have
their being.

NAUTICAL AFFAIES.

Though Britain bestows more attention to trade

than any other nation, and though it be the general

opinion that the safety of their state depends upon
her navy alone; yet it seems not a little extraordinary,
that most of the great improvements in ship building
have originated abroad. The best sailing vessels in

the royal navy have in general been French prizes.

This, though it may admit of exceptions, cannot be

upon the whole disputed.
Nor is Britain entirely inattentive to naval archi-

tecture; though it is no where scientifically taught,
and those who devise improvements, have seldom an

opportunity of bringing them into practice. AVhat a

pity it is, that no contrivance should be adopted, for

concentrating the knowledge that different individuals

attain in this art, into one common focus, if the ex-

pression may be admitted. Our endeavors shall not
be wanting to collect together, in the best way we can,
the scattered hints that shall occur under this head,
not doubting but the public will receive wdth favor

this humble attempt to awaken the attention to a

subject of such great national importance.
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Dr, Franklin, among the other inquiries that had

engaged his attention, cluring a long life spent in the

uninterrupted pursuit of useful imj^rovements, did not
let this escape his notice; and many useful hints,

tending to j^erfect the art of navigation, and to meli-

orate the condition of seafaring peojMe, occur in his

work. In France the art of constructing ships has

long been a favorite study, and many improvements
in that branch have orio-inated with them. Amons:
the last of the Frenchmen, who have made any con-

siderable improvement in this respect, is M. Le Roy,
who has constructed a vessel well adapted to sail in

rivers, where the depth of water is inconsiderable,
and 3^et that was capable of being navigated at sea
with 2:reat ease. This he effected in a e-reat measure

by the particular mode of rigging, which gave the
mariners much greater power over the vessel than

they could have when of the usual construction.

I do not hear that this instrument has in this case

been adopted in Britain. But the advantages that

would result from having a vessel of small draught of

water to sail with the same steadiness, and to lie equal-

ly near the wind, as one may do that is sharper built,
are so obvious, that many persons have been desirous

of falling upon some way to effect it. About London,
this has been attempted by means of lee hoards (a
contrivance now so generally known as not to require
to be here particularly described) and not without ef-

fect. But these are subject to certain inconveniences,
that render the use of them in many cases ineligible.

Others have attempted to effect the purpose by
building vessels with more than one keel; and this

C(mtrivance, when adopted upon proper principles,

promises to be attended Math the happiest effects. But
hitherto that seems to have been scarcely adverted to.

Time will be necessary to eradicate common notions of

very old standing, before this can be effectually done.

Mr.W. Brodie, shipmaster in Leith, has lately adopt-
ed a contrivance for this purpose, that seems to be at

the same time very simple and extremely efficacious.
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Necessity in this case, as in many others, was the

mother of invention. lie had a small, flat, ill-built

boat, which was so ill constructed as scarce!}^ to admit
of carrying a bit of sail on any occasion, and which
was at the same time so heavy to be rowed, that he
found great difficulty in using it for his ordinary occa-

sions : In reflecting on the means that might be

adoj)ted for giving this useless cable such a hold of

the water as to admit of his employing a sail when he
found it necessary, it readily occurred that a greater

depth of keel would have this tendency. But a greater

depth of keel, though it would have been useful for

this purjjose, he easily foresaw, would make his boat

be extremely inconvenient on many other occasions.

To eflect both purposes, he thought of adopting a
moveable keel, which would admit of being let down
or taken up at pleasure. This idea he immediately
carried into eflfect, by fixing a bar of iron of the depth
he wanted along each side of the keel, moving upon
hinges that admitted of being moved in one direction,
but which could not be bent back in the opposite
direction. Thus, by means of a small chain fixed to

each end, these moveable keels could be easily lifted

up at pleasure; so that when he was entering into a

liarbor, or shoal water, he had only to lift up his keels,
and the boat was as capable of being managed there,
as if he had wanted them entirely ;

and when he went
out to sea, where there was depth enough, by letting
them down, the lee keel took a firm hold of the water,

(while the other floated loose,) and gave such a steadi-

ness to all its movements, as can scarcely be conceived

by those who have not experienced it.

This gentleman one day carried me out with him in

his boat to try it. We made two experiments. At
first, with a moderate breeze, when the moveable keels

were kept up, the boat, when laid as near the wind as

it could go, made an angle with the wake of about

thirty degrees ;
but when the keels were let down, the

same angle did not exceed five or six degrees, being
nearly parallel with the course.
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At another time the wind was right ahead, a brisk

breeze. AVhen we began to beat np against it, a trad-

ing sloop was very near us, steering the same course

with us. This sloop went through the water a good
deal faster than we could

;
but in the course of two

hours beating to windward, we found that the sloop
was left behind two feet in three

; though it is certain,

that if our false keeis had not been let down, we could

scarcely in that situation, have advanced one foot for

her three.

It is unnecessary to point out to seafaring men the

benefits that may be derived from this contrivance in

certain circumstances, as these will be very obvious

to them. _

NOETH-WEST PASSAGE.

Notwithstanding the many fruitless attempts that

have been made to discover a north-west passage into

the South Seas, it would seem that this important geo-

graphical question is not yet fully decided
; for, at a

meeting of the Academy of Sciences, at Paris, -held

on the 13th of November last, M. Bauche, first geog-

rapher to the king, read a curious memoir concerning
the north-west passage. M. de Mendoza, an intelli-

gent captain of a vessel in the service of Spain,

char2;ed with the care of former establishments favor-

able "to the marine, has made a careful examination

of the archives of several departments : there he has

found the relation of a voyage made in the year 1598,

by Lorenzo Herrero de Maldonada. There it appears,
that at the entry into Davis' Straits, north lat. 60

degrees and 28 of longitude, counting from the first

meridian, he turned to the west, leaving Hudson's Bay
on the south, and Bafiin's Bay on the north. Arrived

at latitude 65 and 297, he went toward the north by
the Straits of Labrador, till he reached 76, and 278 ;
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and, finding liimself in the icy Sea, he turned south-

west to lat. GO and 135, where he found a strait, which

separates Asia from America, by which he entered
into the South Sea, which he called the Straits of

Anian. This jDassage ought to be, according to M.
l^auche, between William's Sound and Mount St. Elias.

The Kussians and Captain Cook have not observed
it,

because it is very narrow. But it is to be wished,
that this important discoA'ery should be verified, which
has been overlooked ibr two centuries, in spite of the

attempts which have been made on these coasts. M.
Bauche calls this passage the Straits of Ferrer.

POSITIOXS TO BE EXAMINED.

1. All food, or subsistence for mankind, arise from
the earth or waters.

2. Necessaries of life that are not foods, and all

other conveniences, have their value estimated by the

proportion of food consumed while we are employed
in procuring them.

3. A small people, with a large territory, may sub-

sist on the productions of nature, with no other labor

than that of gathering the vegetables and catching the

animals.

4. A large people, with a small territory, find these

insuflicient
; and, to subsist, must labor the earth, to

make it produce greater quantities of vegetable food,
suitable to the nourishment of men, and of the animals

they intend to eat.

5. From this labor arises a great increase of vege-
table and animal food, and of materials for clothing ;

as flax, wool, silk, &c. The superfluity of these is

wealth. With this wealth M'e pay for the labor em-

ployed in building om- houses, cities, &c. which are

therefore only subsistence thus metamorphosed.



frankUxn's essays. 327

6. Manufactures are only another shape into which
so much provisions and substance are turned, as were
in value equal to the manufactures produced. It ajD-

pears from hence, that the manufacturer does not, in

fact, obtain from the employer, ±br his labor, more
than a mere subsistence, including raiment, fuel, and
shelter : all which derive their value from the provi-
sions consumed in procuring them.

7. The produce of the earth, thus converted into

manufactures, may be more easily carried into distant

markets, than before such conversion.

8. Fair commerce is where equal values are ex-

changed for equal, the expense of transport included.

Thus, if it cost A. in England, as much labor and

charge to raise a bushel of wheat, a§ it cost B. in
France to produce four gallons of wine, then are four

gallons of wine the fair exchange for a bushel of wheat :

A. and B. meeting at a half distance with commodities
to make the exchange. The advantage of this fair

commerce is, that each party increases the number
of his enjoyments, having, instead of wheat alone, or

wine alone, the use of both wheat and wine.
9. Where the labor and expense of producing both

commodities are known to both parties, bargains will

generally be fair and equal. Where they are known
to one party only, bargains will often be unequal

—
knowledge taking its advantage of ignorance.

10. Thus he that carries a thousand bushels of wheat
abroad to sell, may not probably obtain so great a pro-
fit thereon as if he had first turned the wheat into man-

ufactures, by subsisting therewith the workmen while

producing those manufactures, since there are many
expediting and facilitating methods of working, not

generally known; and strangers to the manufactures,

though they know pretty well the expense of raising

wheat, are unacquainted with those short methods of

working ;
and thence, being apt to suppose more labor

em'^loyed in the manufacture than there really is, are

more easily imposed on in their value, and induced to

allow more for them than they are honestly worth.
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11. Tims the advantafje of having manufactures in

a country dues not consist, as is ct)nniionly supposed, in

their highly advancing the value of rough materials of

which they are formed, since, though sixpenny worth
of flax may be worth twenty shillings when worked
into lace, yet the very cause of its being worth twenty
shillings is that, besides the flax, it has cost nineteen

shillings and sixpence in subsistence to the manu-
facturer. But the advantage of manufactures is, that

under their shape, provisions may be more easily carried

to a foreign market : and by their means our traders

may more easily cheat strangers. Few, where it is not

made, are judges of the value of lace. The importer

may demand forty, and perliaps get thirty shillings for

that which cost him but twenty.
12. Finally, there seems to be but three ways for

a nation to acquire wealth. The first is by war, as

the Romans did, in ])lundering their conquered neigh-
bours

;
this is robbery. The second by commerce,

which is generally cheating. The third by agricul-

ture, the only honest way, wherein a man receives a
real increase of the seed thrown into the ground, in a
kind of continual miracle, wrought by the hand of God
in his favor, as a reward for his innocent life and. his

VLi'tuous industry.
FEAA^EXIN".

PRELIMINAEY ADDRESS

TO THE PENNSYLVANIA ALMANAC,

ENTITLED, "poor RICHARd's ALMANAC, FOR THEYEAR 1758."

I have heard, that nothing gives an author so great

pleasure as to find his works respectfully quoted by
other learned authors. This pleasure I h-ave seldom

enjoyed ;
for though 1 have been, if I may say it with-

out vanity, an eminent author (of almanacs) annually,
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now a full quarter of a century, my brother authors
in the same way (for what reason I know not) have
ever been very sparing in their aj^planses ;

and no
other author has taken the least notice me: so that,
did not my writings produce me some solid pudding,
the great deficiency of j)raise would have cj^uite dis-

couraged me.
I concluded, at length, that the people were the

best judges of my merit, for they buy my works
;
and

besides, in my rambles, where 1 am not personally

known, I have frequently heard one and another of my
adages repeated, with '^As poor Richard says," at the

end on 't. This gave me some satisfaction, as it showed
not onl}'^ that my instructions were regarded, but dis-

covered likewise some respect for my authority ;
and

I own, that to encourage the practice of remembering
and repeating those wise sentences, I have sometimes

quoted myself with great gravity.

Judge, then, how much I have been gratified by an
incident which I am going to relate to you. I stopped
my horse lately, m- here a great number of peo])le were
collected at an auction of merchant's goods. The hour
of sale not being come, they were conversing on the

badness of the times
;
and one of the company called

to a plain, clean old man, with white locks,
"
Pray,

father Abraham, what think ye of the times ? Wont
these heavy taxes quite ruin the country ? How shall

we ever be able to pay them ? What would you ad-

vise us to ?
" Father Abraham stood up and replied,

" If you 'd have my advice, I '11 give it to you in short
;

' for a word to the wise is enough ;
and many words

wont fill a bushel,' as poor Richard says." They joined
in desiring him to speak his mind

;
and gathering

round him, he proceeded as follows :

" Friends (says he) and neighbors, the taxes are

indeed very heavy ;
and if those laid on by govern-

ment were the only ones we had to pay, we might
more easily discharge them, but we have many others,
and much more grievous to some of us. We are taxed

twice as much by our idleness, three times as much
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by our pride, and four times as much by our folly ,

and from those taxes the commissioners cannot ease or

deliver us, by allowing an abatement. However, let

us hearken to good advice, and something may be
done for us

;
'God helps them that help themselves,'

as poor Ivicliard says in his almanac.
''

it would be thouiiht a hard •iovernment thaf should
tax its people one tenth, part of their time, to be em-

ployed in its service
;
but idleness taxes many of us

much more, if we reckon all that is sjient in absolute

sloth, or doing of nothing, with that which is spent
in idle employments, or amusements that amount to

nothing. iSlotii, by bringing on diseases, absolutely
shortens life.

'

Sloth, like rust, consumes faster than
labor wears, M'hile the key often used is always bright,'
as poor liichard says. 'But dost thou love life ? thea
do not S(piander time, for that 's the stuft' life is made
of,' as poor Kichard says. How much more than is

necessary do we spend in sleep, forgetting, that ' the

sleeping fox catches no poultry, and that there will be

sleeping enough in the grave,' as poor Kichard says.
' If time be of all things the most precious, wasting
time must be (as poor llichard says) the greatest prodi-

gality ;

'

since, as he elsewhere tells us,
'' Lost time ia

never found again : and what Ave call time enough,
always jiroves little enough.' Let us then up and be

doing, and doing to the purpose ;
so by diligence shall

we do more with less perplexity.
' Sloth makes all

things difficult, but industry' all easy,' as poor liichard

says ;
and *• he that riseth late must trot all day, and

shall scarce overtake his business at night; while

laziness travels so slowly, that poverty soon overtakes

him, as we road in poor liichard
;
who adds,

' Drivo

thy business, let not that drive thee;' and, 'earl}' to

bed, and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy,
and wise.'

So what signifies wishing and hoping for better

times ? We make tliese times better if we bestir our-

selves.
' Lid ustry needs not wish,' as poor liiciiard

says ;" and,
' He that lives upon hope will die fasting/
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' Tliere are no gains witLoiit pains ;
tlien help hands,

for I liavG no lands
;
or if I Jiave, they are smartly

taxed
;' and, (as poor Kichard likewise observes)

' He that hath a trade hath an estate, and he that

hath a calling hath an oilice of profit and honor
;'

Lnt then the trade must he worked at, and the calling
well followed, or neither the estate nor the office will

enable ns to pay our taxes. If we are industrious, we
shall never starve

; for, as poor Ivichard says, 'At the

workingman's house hunger looks in, but dare not en-

ter.' Jfor will the bailiff or the constable enter; for,

'Industry pays debts, but despair increaseth them,'

says poor Kichard. What though you have found no

treasure, nor has any rich relation left you a legacy ?

'

Diligence is the mother of good luck,' as poor Kich-
ard says ;

and ' God gives all things to industry ;
then

plougli deep while sluggards sleep, and you will have
corn to sell and keep,' says poor L)ick. Work while
it is called to-day ;

for you know not how much you
may be hindered to-morrow

;
which makes poor Rich-

ard say,
' (Jne to-day is worth two to-morrows

;'
and

farther,
' Have you somewhat to do to-morrow, do it

to-day.'
' If you were a servant, would you not be

ashamed that a good master should catch you idle!

Are you tlien your own master, be ashamed to catch

yourself idle,' as poor Dick says. When there is so

much to be done for yourself, your family, and your
gracious king, be up l^y peep of day ;

' Let not the sun
look down, and say, Inglorious here he lies !

' ' Han-
dle your tools without mittens

;

'

remember, that ' the

cat in gloves catches no mice,' as poor Ivichard says.
It is true, there is much to be done, and perhaps you
are weak-handed

;
but stick to it steadily, and you will

see great effects
; for,

' continual dropping wears away
stones, and by diligence and patience the mouse ate

into the cable, and light strokes foil great oaks,' as poor
Kichard says in his almanac, the year I cannot just
now remember.

" Methinks I hear some of you say,
' Must a man af-

ford himself no leisure V— I will tell thee, my friend,



332 franklin's essays.

what poor Ricliard says ;

'

Employ thy time well, if

thou meanest to gain leisure
;
and since thou art not

sure of a minute, throw not away an hour.' Leisure

is time fordoing something useful : this leisure the dil-

igent man will obtain, but the lazy man never
;
so that,

as poor Richard says, 'A life of leisure and a life of

laziness are two thino-s.' Do you imagine that sloth

will aiford you more comfort than labor ? No
; for,

as poor Richard says, 'Troubles spring from idleness,
and grievous toils from needless ease : many without

labor would live by their own wits only ;
but they

break for want of stock.' Whereas industry give3

comfort, and plenty, and respect.
'

Fly pleasures,
and they '11 follow you ;

the diligent spinner has a

large shift; and, now I have a sheep and cow, every

body bids me good-morrow ;

'
all which is well said

by poor Richard.
" But with our induistry, we must likewise be steady

and settled and careful, and oversee our own affairs

with our own eyes, and not trust too much to others
;

for, as poor Richard says,

' I never saw an oft-removed tree,

Nor yet an oft-removerl family.
That throve so well as one that settled be.'

And, again,
' Three removes are as bad as a fire

;'

and again, 'Keep thy shop, and thy shop will keep
thee

;'
and again,

' If you would have your business

done, go ;
if not, send.' And again,

'He that by the plough -would thrive,

Himself must either hold or drive.'

And again, 'The eye of the master will do more
work than both his hands ;' and again,

' Want of

care does us more damage than want of knowledge ;'

and again, 'Not to oversee workmen, is to leave

them your purse open !

'

Trusting too much to others'

care, is the ruin of many; for, as the almanac says,
in the aifairs of the world,

' Men are saved not by
faith, but by the want of it; but a man's own care is
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profitable ; for, saith poor Dick,
'

Learning is to tlie

studious, and riches to the careful, as well as pDwer
to the bold, and heaven to the virtuous.' And, fur-

ther,
' If you would have a faithful servant, and one

that you like, serve yourself.' And again, he advis-

eth to circumspection and care, even in the small-

est matters, because sometimes,
' A little neglect may

breed great mischief;' adding, 'For want of a nail

the shoe was lost
;
for want of a shoe the hoi'se was

lost
;
and for want of a horse the rider was lost

; being
overtaken and slain by the enemy— all for want of

care about a horse-shoe nail.'

So much for industry, my friends, and attention to

one's own business
;
but to these we must add fru-

gality, if we would make our industry more certainly
successful. A man may, if he knows not how to save

as he gets,
'

keep his nose all his life to the grind-

stone, and die not worth a groat at last.'
' A fat

kitchen makes a lean will,' as poor Kichard says ^

and,
'

Many estates are spent in the getting ;

Since women for tea foi-sook spinning and knitting,
And men for punch forsook hewing and splitting.'

" ' If you would be wealthy, (says he, in another

almanac) think of saving as well as getting: the
Indies have not made Spain rich, because her outgoes
are greater than her incomes.'

"Away then with your expensive follies, and you
will not have much cause to complain of hard times,

heavy taxes, and chargeable families
; for, as poor

Dick says,

'Women and wine, game and deceit

Make the wealth small, and the want great.'

"And, farther, '"What maintains one vice would

bring up two children.' You may think, perhaps,
that a little tea, or a little punch now and then, diet a
little more costly, clothes a little finer, and a little

entertainment now and then, can be no great matter
;

but remember what poor Richard says,
'

Many a



334 fkanklin's essays.

little makes a meikle
;

'

and, farther,
' Beware of

little expense ;
a small leak will sink a great ship ;

'

and again, 'Who dainties love shall beggars prove ;

'

and moreover, 'Fools make feasts, and wise men eat
them.'

"Here you are all got together at this sale of fine-

ries and nicknacks. You call them goods / but if you
do not take care, they will prove emls to some of you.
You exjDect they will be sold cheap, and perhaps they
may for less thaii they cost

;
but if you have no occa-

sion for them, they must be dear to you. Remem-
ber what poor Kichard says,

'

Buy what thou hast no
need of, and ere long thou shalt sell thy necessaries.'

And again,
' At a great pennyworth, pause awhile.'

He means, that perhaps the cheapness is apparent
only, or not real

;
or the bargain, by straitening thee

in thy business, may do thee more harm than good.
For in another place he says, 'Many have been
ruined by buying good pennyworths.' Again, as

poor Richard says,
' It is foolish to lay out money in

a purchase of repentance,' and yet this folly is prac-
tised every day at auctions, for want of minding the

almanac. ' Wise men (as poor Dick says) learn by
others' harms, fools scarcely by their own

;
but Felix

quern factunt aliena pericula cautum^ Many a one,
tor the sake of finery on the back, have gone with a

hungry belly, and half starved their families :

' Silks

and satins, scarlet and velvets, (as poor Richard says,)

put out the kitchen fire.' These are not the neces-

saries of life : they can scarcely be called the conve

niences
;
and yet only because they look pretty, how

many want to have them ? The artificial wants of

mankind thus become more numerous than the natu-

ral
; and, as j^oor Dick says,

' For one poor person
there are a hundred indigent.' By these and other

extravagances, the genteel are reduced to poverty, and
forced to borrow of those whom they formerly de-

spised, but who, through industry and frugality, have
maintained their standing; in which case, it appears

plainly,
' A ploughman on his legs is higher than a
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gentleman on ]iis knees,' as poor Kicliard says. Per-

haps they liave had a small estate left them, which

they knew not the getting of; they think, 'It is day,
and will nev^er be night;' that a little to he spent
out of so much is not worth minding: 'A child and a

fool (as poor Richard says) imagine twenty shillings
and twenty years can never he spent; but always
be taking out of the meal-tub, and ne-ver putting in,

soon comes to tlie bottom;' then, as j)Oor Dick says,
' When the well is dry, they know the worth of water.'

But this they might have known before, if they had
taken his advice. 'If you M'ould know the value of

money, go and try to borrow some
;
for he that goes

a-borrowing goes a-sorrowing; and, indeed, so does

he that lends to such peojjle, wdieu he goes to get it

again.' Poor Dick farther advises, and says,

' Fond pride of dress is snrc a very curse ;

Ere fancy you consult, consult your purse.'

And again, 'Pride is as loud a beggar as "Want, and
a great deal more saucy.' When you have bought
one fine thing, you must buy ten more, that your ap-

pearance may be all of a piece ;
but jjoor Dick says,

' It is easier to suppress the first desire than to satisfy
all that follow it.' And, it is as truly folly for the poor
to ape the rich, as the frog to swell, in order to equal
the ox.

' Vessels lar<je may venture more,
But little boats should keep ne:y shore.'

'Tis, however, a folly soon punished ; for, 'Pride that

dines on vanity, sups on contempt,' as poor Richard

says. And, in another place, 'Pride breakfasted w^ith

Plenty, dined with Poverty, and supped with Infamy.'
And after all of what use is this pride of appearance
for which so much is risked, so much is suftered ? It

cannot promote health, or ease pain ;
it makes no

increase of merit in the person : it creates envy ;
it

hastens misfortune.
22 O
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'Wlmt is a Ijutterfly? at 1>esf,

He 's but a catei7)illar drcss'il ;

The gaudy fop 's his picture just,'

as poor Kicbard says.
" But what madness must it be to run in debt for

those superfluities : we are offered ly the terms of this

sale six months credit, and that perhaps has induced

some of us to attend it, because we cannot spare the

ready money, and hope now to be fine without it.

But ah! think what you do when you nm in debt.

You give to another power over your liberty. If you
cannot pay at the time, you will be ashamed to see

your creditor : you will be in fear when you speak to

him
; you will make poor, pitiful, sneaking excuses,

and by degrees come to lose your veracity, and sink

into base, downright lying ; for, as poor Eichard says,
' The second vice is lying ;

the first is running in

debt.' And again, to the same purpose,
'

Lying rides

upon debt's back
;

' whereas a freeborn Englishman
ought not to be ashamed nor afraid to speak to any
man living. But poverty often deprives a man of all

spirit and virtue :

' It is hard for an empty bag to

stand upright,' as poor Richard truly says. AV'hat

would you think of that prince, or that government,
who would issue an edict, forbidding you to dress like

a gentleman or gentlewoman, on pain of imprisonment
or servitude ? would you not say, that you were free,

have a right to dress as you please, and that such an

edict would be a breach of your privileges, and such

a government tyrannical ? And yet you are about to

put yourself under that tyranny when you run in debt

for such dress ! Your creditor has authority, at his

pleasure, to deprive you of your liberty, by confining

you in gaol, for life, or by selling you for a servant,
if you should not be able to pay him. When j'ou
have got your bargain, you may, perhaps, think little

of payment ; but,
' Creditors (poor Richard tells us)

have better memories than debtors;' and in another

place he says,
' Creditors are a superstitious sect, great

observers of set days and times.' The day comes
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round before yon are aware, and the demand is made
before yon are prepared to satisfy it. Or if you bear

voiir debt in mind, the term, which at first seemed so

iong, will, as it lessens, appear extremely short. Time
will seem to have added wings to his heels as well as

at his shoulders.
' Those have a short Lent (saith poor

Richard) who owe money to be paid at Easter.' Then

since, as he says, 'The borrower is a slave to the

lender, and the debtor to the creditor;' disdain the

chain, preserve your freedom, and maintain your in-

dependency : be industrious and free
;
be frugal and

free. At present, perhaps, you may think yourselves
in thriving circumstances, and that you can bear a

little extravagance without injury; but
' For age and want save while you may.
No morning sun lasts a whole day,'

as poor Richard says. Gain may be temporary and
uncertain

;
but ever, while you live, expense is con-

stant and certain
;

and '
it is easier to build two

chinmeys, than to keep one in fuel,' as poor Richard

says. So ' Rather go to bed supperless than rise in

debt.'
' Get what you can, and what you get, hold,

'T is the stone that will turn all your lead into gold,'

as poor Richard says. And when you have got the

philosopher's stone, sure you will no longer complain
of bad times, or the difficulty of paying taxes.

"This doctrine, my friends, is reason and wisdom :

but, after all, do not depend too much upon your own

industry and frugality, and prudence, though excel-

lent things ;
for they may be blasted without the

blessing of Heaven : and therefore ask that blessing

humbly, and be not uncharitable to those that at

present seem to want it, but comfort and help them.

Remember Job suffered, and was afterwards pros-

perous.
"And now, to conclude,

'

Experience keeps a dear

school
;
but fools will learn in no other, and scarce in

that; for it is true, we may give advice, but we can-

not give conduct,' as poor Richard says. However,
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remember tliis, 'They that will not be counseled,
cannot be helped,' as poor Hichard says; and, liir

ther, that 'If you "vvill not hear lleason, she wiL

Burely rap yonr knuckles.''
"

Thus the old ij-entleman ended his harangue. Tlie

people heard it, and a])pruved the doctrine, and im-

mediately practised the contrary, just as if it had
been a common sermon

;
for the auction opened, and

they began to buy extravagantly, notwithstanding aL
his cautions, and their own fear of taxes. I found
the c^ood man had thorouirhlv studied my almanacs
and digested all I liad dropped on these topics, during
the course of twenty-five years. The frequent mention
he made of me must have tired every one else; but

my vanity was wonderfully delighted with it, though
I was conscious that not a tenth part of the wisdom
was my own, which he ascribed to me, but rather the

gleanino-s that I had made of the sense Of all ac:es and
nations. However, I resolved to be the better ior the

echo of it; and though I had first determined to buy
stulf for a new coat, I went away, resolved to wear

my old one a little longer. Header, if thou wilt do
the same, thj" profit will be as great as mine.

I am, as ever, thine to serve thee.

EICHAED SAUXDEES.

TEE IKTEEKAL STATE OF AMEEICA.

BEING A TKUE DESCRIPTION OF THE INTEREST AND POLICY

OF THAT YAST CONTINENT.

There is a tradition, that, in the planting of 'New

England, the first settlers met with many difliculties

and hardships : as is generally the case when a civil-

ized people attempt establishing themselves in a wil-

derness country. Being piously disposed, they sought
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relief from Heaven, by laying their wants and dis-

tresses before the Lord, in frequent set days of fasting
and prayer. Constant meditation and discourse on

these subjects kept their minds gloomy and discon-

tented
; and, like the children of Israel, there were

many disposed to return to that Egypt wliich persecu-
tion had induced them to abandon. At length, when
it was pi-oposed in the Assembly to proclaim another

fast, a larmer of plain sense rose and remarked, that

the inconveniences they suffered, and concerning
which they had so often wearied Heaven with their

comjilaints, were not so great as they might have

expected, and were diminishing every day as the

colony strengthened ;
that the earth began to reward

their labor, and to furnish liberally for their subsist-

ence
;
that the seas and rivers were found full of fish,

the air sweet, the climate healthy ; and, above all,

that they were there in the full enjoyment of liberty,

civil and religious: he therefore thought, that reflect-

ing and conversing on these subjects would be more

comfortable, as tending more to make them contented

with their situation
;
and that it would be more be-

coming the gratitude they owed to the Divine Being,

if, instead of a fast, they should proclaim a thanks-

giving. His advice was taken
;
and from that day to

this, they have, in every year, observed circumstances

of public felicity sufficient to furnish employment for

a thanksgiving day ;
which is therefore constantly

ordered and religiously observed.

I see in the public newspapers of different states

frequent complaints of hard times, deaduess of trade,

scarcity of money, &c. &c. It is not my intention to

assert or maintain that these complaints are entirely
without foundation. There can be no country or na-

tion existing, in which there v/ill not be some people
so circumstanced as to find it hard to gain a liveli-

hood
; people, who are not in the way of any profit-

able trade, with whom money is scarce, because they
have nothiniji; to ejive in exchange for it

;
and it is

always in the power of a small number to make a
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great clamor. But let ns take a cuol view of the

general state of our atlairs, and perliajis the prospect
will appear less gloomy than has been imagined.
The great business of the continent is agriculture.

For one artisan, or merchant, I suppose, we have at

at least one hundred farmers, by far the greatest part
cultivators of their own fertile lands, from Avhence

many of them draw not only food necessary for their

subsistence, but the materials of their clothing, so as
to need very few foreign supplies ;

while they have a

surplus of productions to dispose of, whereby wealth
is gradually accumulated. Such has been the good-
ness of Divine Providence to these regions, and so

favorable the climate, that, since the three or four

years of hardship in the first settlement of our fathers

here, a famine or scarcity has never been heard of

among ns
;
on the contrary, though some years may

have been more and others less plentiful, there has

always been provision enough for ourselves, and a

quantity to spare for exportation. And although the

crops of last year were generally good, never was the
farmer better paid for the part he can spare commerce,
as the published pi'ice currents abundantly testify. The
lands he possesses are also continually rising in value
with the increase of population; and, on the whole, he
is enabled to give such good wages to those who work
for him, that all who are acquainted with the old world
must agree, that in no part of it are the laboring
poor so generally well fed, well clothed, well lodged,
and well paid, as in the United States of America.

If we enter the cities, we find, that since the Kevo-

lution, the owners of houses and lots of ground have
had their interest greatly augmented in value; rents

have risen to an astonishing height, and thence en-

couragement to increase building, which gives employ-
ment to an abundance of workmen, as does also the
increased luxury and splendor of living of the inhab-
itants thus made richer. These workmen demand and
obtain much higher wages than any other part of the

world could afford them, and are paid in ready money
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This rank of pco])]c, therefore, do not, or ought not, to

coniphiin of hard times; and they make a very cou-

siderahle part of tlie city inhabitants.

At the distance I live from our American fisheries,

I cannot speak of them with any degree of certainty ;

but I have not heard that the labor of the valuable race

of men employed in them is worse paid, or that they
n.ieet witli less success, than 1)efbre the Kevolution.

The whalemen indeed have been deprived of one

market for their oil, but another, I hear, is opening for

them, which it is hoped ma}' be erpially advantageous ;

and the demand is constantly increasing for their sper-

maceti candles, which therefore bear a much higher

price than formerly.
There remain the mercliants and shopkeepcre. Of

these, though they make but a small part of the whole

nation, the number is considerable, too great indeed

for the business they are employed in
;

for t})e con-

sumption of goods in every country has its limits
;
the

laculties of the people, that is, their ability to buy and

pay, are equal to a certain quantity of merchandise.

If merchants calculate amiss on this pro])ortion, and

import too much, they will of course find the sale dull

for the overplus, and some of them will say that trade

languishes. They should, and doubtless will, grow
wiser by experience, and import less.

If too many artificers in town, and farmers from

the country, flattering themselves with tlic idea of

leading easier lives, turn shopkeepers, the whole nat-

ural quantity of that business divided among them all

may afibrd too small a share for each, and occasion

complaints that trade is dead
;
these may also suppose

that it is owing to a scarcity of money, while, in fact, it

is not so much from the fewness of buyers, as from the

excessive number of sellers, that the mischief arises ;

and, if every shopkeeping farmer and mechanic would

return to the use of his plow and working tools, there

would remain of widows, and other women, shopkeep-
ers sufficient for the business, which might then afibrd

them a comfortable maintenance.
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Whoever has traveled tlirongh the various parts of

Europe, and observed liow snuill is tlie proportion
of peoi)le in atiluence or easy circumstances tliere,

compared with tliose in poverty and misery ;
the few

rich and haughty hmdlords, the multitude of poor,

abject, rack-rented, tythe-paying tenants, and half-paid
and half-starved, ragged laborers

;
and views here the

happy mediocrity that so generally prevails through-
out these states, where the cultivator works fur him-

self, and supports his family in decent plenty, will,

methinks, see abundant reason to bless Divine Provi-

dence for the evident and great difference in our

favor, and be convinced that no nation known to us

enjoys a greater share of human felicity.

It is true tliat in some of the states there are parties
and discords

;
but let us look back, and ask if we were

ever without them ? Such will exist wherever there

is liberty; and perhaps they help to preserve it. By
the collision of different sentiments, sparks of truth,

are struck out, and political light is obtained. The
different factions, which at present divide us, aim all

at the public good; the differences are only about the

various modes of promoting it. Things, actions, meas-

ures, and objects of all kinds, present themselves to

the minds of men in such a variety of lights, that it is

not possible we should all think alike at the same
time on every subject, when hardly the same man
retains at all times the same ideas of it. Parties are

therefore the common lot of humanity ;
and oui*s are

by no means more mischievous or less beneficial than

those of other countries, nations, and ages, enjoying in

the same degree the great blessing of political liberty.

Some indeed among us are not so much grieved for

the present state of our affairs, as apprehensive for

the future. The growth of luxury alarms them, and

they think we are from that alone in the higli road

to ruin. They observe, that no revenue is sufficient

without economy, and that the most plentiful income
of a whole people from the natural productions of

their country, may be dissipated in vain and needless
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expenses ;
and poverty be introduced in the place of

affluence.—This inay be possible. It however rarely

happens; for tliere seems to be in every nation a

greater proportion of
'

industry and frugality, which
tend to enrich, than of idleness and prodigality, which
occasion poverty ;

so that upon the whole there is a

continual accumulation. Reflect that Spain, Gaul,

Germany, and Britain were, in the time of the Ro-

mans, inhabited by people little richer than our sav-

ages, and consider the wealth that they at present

possess, in numerous, well built cities, improved farms,
rich movables, magazines stocked with valuable man-

ufactories, to say nothing of plate, jewels, and coined

money; and all this, notwithstanding their bad, waste-

ful, plundering governments, and their mad, destruc-

tive wars
;
and yet luxury and extravagant living has

never suffered much restraint in those countries. Then
consider the great proportion of industrious, frugal far-

mers inhabiting the interior parts of these American

states, and of whom the body of our nation consists,
and judge whether it is possible that the luxury of

our seaports can be sufficient to ruin such a country.
If the importation of foreign luxuries could ruin a

'people, we shoald probably have been ruined long
ago; for the British nation claimed a right, and prac-
tised it, of imijorting among us not only the superflui-
ties of their own products, but those of every nation

under heaven
;
we bought and consumed them, and

yet we flourished and grew rich. At present our in-

dependent governments may do what we could not

then do, discourage by heavy duties, or prevent by
heavy prolKibitions, such importations, and thereby

grow richer; if indeed, which may admit of dispute,
the desire of adorning ourselves with fine clothes,

possessing fine furniture, with elegant houses, &c. is

not, by strongly inciting to labor and industry, the

occasion of producing a greater value than is con-

sumed in the gratification of that desire.

The agriculture and fisheries of the United States

are the great sources of our increasing wealth. He
O*
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that puts a seed into tlie earth is recompensed, per-

haps, by receiving forty out of it, and he who draws
a fish out of our water, draws np a piece of silver.

Let us (and there is no doubt but we shall) be at-

tentive to these, and then the power of rivals, with all

their restraining and prohibiting acts, cannot much
hurt us. We are sons of the earth and seas, and, like

Antfeus in the fable, if in wrestling with a Hercules,
we now and then receive a fall, the touch of our pa-
rents will communicate to us fresh strength and vigor
to renew the contest.

IKFOEMATION

TO THOSE WHO WOULD REMOVE TO AMERICA.

Many persons in Europe having directly, or by
letters, exjiressed to the writer of this, who is well

acquainted with Xorth America, their desire of trans-

porting and establishing themselves in that countr}'',

but who appear to have formed, through ignorance,
mistaken ideas and expectations of what is to be ob-

tained there
;
he thinks it may be useful, and prevent

inconvenient, expensive, and fruitless removals and

voyages of improper persons, if he gives some clearer

and truer notions of that part of the world than ap-

pear to have hitherto prevailed.
He finds it is imagined by numbers, that the inhabi-

tants of Xorth America are rich, capable of rewarding,
and disposed to reward, all sorts of ing^uity; that

they are at the same time ignorant of all the sciences,
and consequently that strangers, possessing talents in

the belles-lettres, fine arts, <fc;c. must be hiirhlv es-

teemed and so well paid as to become easily rich

themselves
;
that there are also abundance of profita-

ble oifices to be disposed of, which the natives are not

qualified to fill
;
and that having few persons of fam-

ily among them, strangers of birth must be greatly
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respected, and of course easily obtain the best of those

offices, wliicli will make all their fortunes : that the

governments too, to encourage emigrations from Eu-

rope, not only pay the expense of personal transpor-
tation, but give land gratis to strangei's, with negroes
to work for them, utensils of husbandry, and stocks

of cattle. These are all wild imaginations ;
and those

who go to America with expectations founded upon
them will surely find themselves disappointed.
The truth is, that though there are in that country

few people so miserable as the poor of Europe, there
are also very few that in Europe would be called rich :

it is rather a general happy mediocrity that prevails.
There are a few great projDrietors of the soil, and few
tenants

;
most people cultivate their own lands, or fol-

low some handicraft or merchandise
; verj'^ few rich

enough to live idly upon their rents or incomes, or to

pay the high prices given in Europe, for painting,
statues, architecture, and the other works of art that

are more curious than useful. Hence the natural

geniuses that have arisen in America, with such

talents, have uniformly quitted tliat country for Eu-

rope, where they can be more suitably rewarded. It

is true that letters and mathematical knowledge are
in esteem there, but they are at the same time more
common than is apprehended ;

there being already
existing nine colleges, or universities

;
viz. four in

New England, fnd one in each of the provinces of

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland,
and Virginia

— all furnished with learned professors;
besides a number of smaller academies : these edu-
cate many of their youth in the languages, and those
sciences that qualify men for the professions of divin-

ity, law, or physic. Strangers, indeed, are by no
means excluded from exercising those professions ;

and the quick increase of inhabitants every where

gives them a chance of employ, which they have in

common with the natives. Of civil offices or employ-
ments, there are few

;
no superfluous ones, as in Eu-

rope; and it is a rule established in some of the
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States, tliat no office slionld be so profitable as to

make it desirable. The 36tli article of the constitu-

tion of Pennsylvania runs expressly in theae words :

"As every freeman, to preserve his independence (if

he has not sufficient estate,) ought to have some pro-

fession, calling, trade, or farm, whereby he may hon-

estly subsist, there can be no necessity for, nor use in

establishing, offices of profit ;
the usual effects of

which are dependence and servilitj^ ; unbecoming
ireemen, in the possessors and expectants ; faction,

contention, corruption, and disorder among the people.

Wherefore, whenever an office, through increase of

fees or otherwise, becomes so profitable as to occasion

many to apply for it, the profits ought to be lessened

by the legislature.
These ideas, prevailing more or less in the United

States, it cannot be worth any man's while, who has

the means of living at liome, to expatriate himself in

hopes of obtaining a profitable civil office in Ame-
rica

;
and as to military offices, they are at an end

with the war, the armies being disbanded. Much
less is it advisable for a person to go thither, who
has no other quality to recommend him than his

birth. In Europe it has indeed its value
;
but it is a

commodity that cannot be carried to a worse ujarhet

than to that of America, where people do not inquire

concerning a stranger, WJiatishef but What can he

do? If he has any useful art, he is welcome
;
and

if he exercises it, and behaves well, he will be re-

spected by all that know him : but a mere man of

quality, who on that account wants to live upon the

public by some office or salary, will be despised and

disregarded. The husbandman is in honor there,
and even the mechanic, because their employments
are useful. The people have a saying, that God Al-

mighty is himself a mechanic, the greatest in the

universe
;
and he is respected and admired more for

the variety, ingenuity, and utility of his handicraft

works, than for the antiquity of his family. They
are pleased with the observations of a negro, and
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frequently mention it, tliat Bocarrora (meaning the

white man) make de black man workee, make de horse

"workee, make de ox workee, make ebery ting workee,

only de hog. He, de hog, no workee
;
he eat, he

drink, he walk about, he go to sleep when he please,
he lib like a gentleman. According to these opinions
of the Americans, one of them would think himself
more obliged to a genealogist, who conld prove for

him that his ancestors and relations for ten genera-
tions had been ploughmen, smiths, carpenters, turners,

weavers, tanners, or even shoemakers, and conse-

quently that they were useful members of society;
than if he could only prove that they were gentlemen,
doing nothing of value, but living idly on the labor

of others, nievey^^ges consumere nafi,^ and otherwise

ffood for notfdng^ till by their death their estates, like

the carcass of the negro's gentleman-hoo-, come to be
cut up.

"With regard to encouragements for strangers from

government, they are really only what are derived
from good laws and liberty. Strangers are welcome,
because there is room enough for them all, and there-

fore the old inhabitants are not jealous of them
;
the

laws protect them sufficiently, so that they have no
need of the patronage of great men

;
and every one

will enjoy securely the profits of his industry. But
if he does not bring a fortune with him, he must work-
and be industrious to live. One or two years' resi-

dence gives him all the rights of a citizen
;
but the

government does not at present, whatever it may
have done in fonner times, hire people to become

settlers, by paying their passage, giving land, ne-

groes, utensils, stock, or any other kind of emolument
whatsoever. In short, America is the land of labor,
and by no means what the English call LuNjerland^
and the French Pays de Cocarpie.^ wdiere the streets

are said to be paved with half-peck loaves, the houses

' born

Merely to eat up curn,"— Watts.
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tiled with pancukes, and where the fowls fly about

ready roasted, crying, Coma eat me !

Who then are the kind of persons to whom an

emigration to America may be advantageous { And
what are the advantages they may reasonably expect?
Land being cheap in that country, from the vast

forests still void of inhabitants, and not likely to be

occupied in an age to come, insomuch that the prop-
erty of a hundred acres of fertile soil full of wood,
may be obtained near the frontiers, in many places,
for eight or ten guineas, hearty young laboring men,
who understand the husbandry of corn and cattle,
which is nearly the same in that country as in Eu-

rope, may easily establish themselves there. A little

money, saved of the good wages they receive there
while they work for others, enables them to buv the
land and begin their plantation, in which they are
assisted by the good will of their neighbors, and some
credit. Multitudes of poor peoj^le from England, Ire-

land, Scotland, and Germany, have, by this means, in

a few years, become wealthy farmers, who, in their

own countries, where all the lands are fully occu-

pied, and the wages of labor low, could never have

emerged from the mean condition wherein they Avere

born.

From the salubrity of the air, the healthiness of the

climate, the plenty of good provisions, and the en-

couragenient to early marriages, by the certainty of

subsistence in cultivating the earth, the increase of
inhabitants by natural generation, is very rapid in

America : and becomes still more so by the accession
of strangers ;

hence there is a continual demand for

more artisans of all the necessary and useful kinds,
to supply those cultivators of the earth with houses,
and with furniture and utensils of the grosser sorts,
which cannot so well be brought from Europe. Tol-

erably good workmen in any of those mechanic arts

are sure to find employ, and to be well paid for their

work, there being no restraints preventing strangers
from exercising any art they understand, nor any
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permission necessary. If tliey are poor, they begin
first as servants or journeymen ;

and if they are sober,

industrious, and frugal, they soon become masters,

establish themselves in business, marry, raise families,

and become respectable citizens.

Also, persons of moderate fortunes and capitals,

who, having a number of children to provide for, are

desirous of bringing them up to industry, and to

secure estates for their posterity, have opportunities
of doing it in America, which Europe does not afford.

There they may be taught and practise profitable
mechanic arts, without incurring disgrace on that

account; but, on the contrary, acqurie respect by
such abilities. There small capitals laid out in lands,

which daily become more valuable by the increase

of people, afford a solid prospect of ample fortunes

thereafter for those children. The writer of this has

known several instances of large tracts of land, bought
on what was then the frontiers of Pennsylvania, for

ten pounds per hundred acres, which, after twenty

years, when the settlements had been extended far

beyond them, sold readily, without any improvement
made upon them, for three pounds per acre. The
acre of America is the same with the English acre,

•r the acre of Normandy.
Those who desire to understand the state of gov-

ernment in America, would do well to read the con-

stitutions of the several states, and the articles of

confederation which bind the whole together for

general purposes, under the direction of one assem-

bly, called the Congress. These constitutions have

been printed, by order of congress, in America
;
two

editions of them have been printed in London
;
and a

good translation of them into French, has lately been

published at Paris.

Several of the princes of Europe having of late,

from an opinion of advantage to arise by producing
all commodities and manufactures within their own

dominions, so as to diminish or render useless their

importations, have endeavored to entice workmen
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from other countries, Ly high salaries, privileges, &c.

Many persons, pretending to be skilled in various

great numufactures, imagining that America must be
in want of them, and that the congress would proba-
bly be disposed to imitate the princes aV)ove men-
tioned, have proposed to go over on condition of

having their passages paid, lands given, salaries ap-
pointed, exclusive privileges for terms of years, <fec.

Such pei-gons, on reading the articles of conft;d(;ration,
will find that the congress have no power committed
to them, or money put into their hands, for such pur-
poses ;

and that, if any such encouragement is given,
it must be by the government of some separate state.

This, however, has rarely been done in America; and
when it has been done, has rarely succeeded, so as to

establish a manufacture, which the countrj^ was not

yet so ripe for as to encourage private persons to set

it up ;
labor being generally too dear, and hands

difficult to be kept together, every one desiring to be
a nuister, and the cheapness of land inclining many
to leave trades fur agriculture. Some indeed have
met with success, and are carried on to advantage ;

but they are generally such as require only a few

hands, or wherein great part of the work is performed
by machines. Goods that are bulky, and of so small
a value as not well to bear the expense of freight,

may often be made cheaper in the country than they
can be imported ;

and the manufacture of such goods
will be profitable wherever there is a sufficient de-

mand. The farmers in America produce indeed a

good deal of wool and flax, and none is exported
—•

it is all worked u]) ;
but it is in the way of domestic

manufacture, for the use of the family. Tbe buying
up quantities of wool and flax, with the design to

employ spinners, weavers, &c. and form great estab-

lishments, producing quantities of linen and woolen

goods for sale, has been several times attempted in

difi'erent provinces ;
but those projects have generally

failed, goods of equal value being imported cheaper.
And when the governments have been solicited to
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support such schemes by encouragements in money,
or by imposing dnties on importation of snch goods, it

has been generally refused, on this principle, that if

the country is ripe for the manufacturer, it may be

carried on by private persons to advantage ; and, if

not, it is folly to think of forcing nature. Great

establishments of manufacture require great numbers
of jioor to do the work for small wages ;

those poor
are to be found in Europe, but will not be found in

America, till the lands are all taken up and culti-

vated, and the excess of people who cannot get land,
want employment. The manufacture of silk, they

say, is natural to France, as that of cloth in England,
because each country produces in plenty the first

material
;
but if England M'ill have a manufacture of

silk as well as that of cloth, and France of cloth as

well as that of silk, these unnatural operations must
be supported by mutual prohibitions, or high duties

on the importation of each other's goods ; by which
means the workmen are enabled to tax the home con-

sumer by greater prices, while the higher vv'ages they
receive makes them neither happier nor richer, since

they only drink more and work less. Therefore the

governments in America do nothing to encourage
such projects. The people by this means are not

imposed on either by the merchant or mechanic : if

the merchant deraaiids too much profit on imported

shoes, they buy of the shoemaker
;
and if he asks too

high a price, they take them of the merchant : thus

the two professions are checks on each other. The
shoemaker however has, on the whole, a considerable

profit upon his labor in America, beyond wliat he

had in Europe, as he can add to his price a sum

nearly equal to all the expenses of freight and com-

mission, risk or assurance, &c. necessarily charged hy
the merchant. And the case is the same with the

workman in every other mechanic art. Hence it is,

that the artisans generally live better and more easily

in America than in Europe ;
and such as are good

economists, make a comfortable provision for age, and
23
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for their children. Such may, tlierefore, move with

advantage to America.
. In the old long-settled countries of Europe, all arts,

trades, professions, farms, &c. are so full that it is

diliicult for a poor man, who has children, to place
them where they may gain, or learn to gain, a decent
livelihood. The artisans, who fear creating future

rivals in business, refuse to take apprentices, but upon
conditions of money, maintenance, or the like, which
the parents are uiuible to comply with. Hence the

youth are dragged up in ignorance of every gainful

art, and obliged to become soldiers, or servants, or

thieves, for a subsistence. In America the rapid in-

crease of inhabitants takes away that fear of rivaiship,
and artisans willingly receive apprentices from the

hope of profit by their labor, during the remainder
of the time stipulated, after tliey shall be instructed.

Hence it is easy for poor families to get their children

instructed-
;
for the artisans are so desirous of appren-

tices, that many of them will even give money to the

parents, to have boys from ten to fifteen years of age
bound apprentices to them, till the age of twentj'-one ;

and many poor parents have, by that means, on their

arrival in the country, raised money enough to buy
land sufhcient to establish themselves, and to subsist

the rest of the faniilv by agriculture. These contracts

for apprentices are made before a magistrate, who

regulates the agreement according to reason and jus-
tice

; and, having in view the formation of a future

useful citizen, obliges the master to engage by a

written indenture, not only that, during the time of

service stipulated, the apprentice shall be duly pro-
vided with meat, drink, apparel, washing, and lodging,
and at its expiration with a complete new suit of

clothes, but also, that he shall be taught to read,

write, and cast accounts
;
and that he shall be well

instructed in the art or profession of his master, or

some other, by which he may afterwards gain a live-

lihood, and be able, in his turn, to raise a family. A
copy of this indenture is given to the apprentice or
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his friends, and the magistrate keeps a record of it, to

which recourse may be had, in case of faikire by the
master in any point of performance. This desire

among the masters to liave more hands emplo^'ed in

working for them, induces them to pay the passage
of young persons of both sexes, who, on their arrival,

agree to serve them one, two, three, or four years ;

those who have ah-eadv learned a trade, agreeino- for

a shorter term in proportion to their skill, and the

consequent innnediate value of their service
;

and
those who have none, agreeing for a longer term, in

consideration of being taught an art their poverty
would not permit them to acquire in their own country.
The almost general mediocrity of fortune that pre-

vails in America, obliging its people to follow some
business for subsistence, those vices that arise usually
from idleness are in a great measure prevented. In-

dustry and constant employment are great preserva-
tives of the morals and virtue of a nation. Hence
bad examples to youth are more rare in America,
which must be a comfortable consideration to parents.
To this may be truly added, that serious religion, un-
der its various denominations, is not only tolerated,
hut respected and practised. Atheism is unknown
there; and infidelity rare and secret; so that persons
may live to a great age in that country without having
their piety shocked by meeting with either an atheist

or an infidel. And the Divine Being seems to have
manifested his approbation of the mutual forbearance
and kindness with which the different sects treat each

other, by the remarkable prosperity with which he has
been pleased to favor the whole country.
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HUMOROUS ACCOUNT OF A CUSTOM

AMONG THE AIMERICANS, ENTITLED "VVHITEWASUING, AT-

TRIBUTED TO THE PEN OF DR. FRANKLIN.

ALTiioroH tlie following article has not _yet appeared
in any collection of the works of this great pliiluso-

pher, we are inclined to receive the general opinion
(from the plainness of the style, and humor which
characterize it,) that it is the performance of Dr.
Franklin.

My wish is to give you some account of the people
of these new states, but I am far from being qualified
for the purpose, having as yet seen little more than
the cities of New York and Philadelphia. I have
discovered but few national singularities among them.
Their customs and manners are nearly the same with
those of England, which they have lung been used to

copy. For, previous to the Revolution, the Americans
were from their infancy taught to look up to the Eng-
lish as i)atterns of perfection in all things. I have

observed, however, one custom, which, for aught I

know, is peculiar to this country; an account of it

will serve to fill up the remainder of this sheet, and

may aflford you some amusement.
When a young couple are about to enter into the

matrimonial state, a never failing article in the mar-

riage treaty is, that the lady shall have and enjoy the
free and unmolested exercise of the rights of ivJtite-

wasliing^ with all its ceremonials, privileges, and

appurtenances. A young woman would forego the
most advantageous connexion, and even disappoint
the warmest wishes of her heart, rather than resign
the invaluable right. You will wonder what this

jDi-ivilege of wJdtevmsMng is : I will endeavor to give
you some idea of the ceremony, as I have seen it

performed.
There is no season of the year in which the lady

may not claim her privilege, if she pleases ;
but the



franklin's essays. 355

latter end of Maj is most generally fixed upon for the

purpose. The attentive husband may judge by cer-

tain prognosti('S when the storm is nigh at hand.

When the lady is nnusually fretful, finds fault with

the servants, is discontented with the children, and

complains much of the filthiness of every thing about

her— these are signs which ought not to be neglected;

yet they are not decisive, as they sometimes come on
and go off again without producing any farther effect.

But if, when the husband rises in the morning, he
should observe in the yard a wheelbarrow with a

quantity of lime in it, or should see certain buckets

with lime disolved in water, there is then no time to

be lost; he immediately locks np the apartment or

closet, where his papers or private property is kept,
and putting the key in his pocket, betakes himself

to fiight: fur a husband, however beloved, becomes a

perfect nuisance during this season of female rage ;

his authority is superseded, his commission is sus-

pended, and the very scullion, who cleans the brasses

in the kitchen, becomes of more consideration and

importance than he^ He has nothing for it but to

abdicate, and run from an evil which he can neither

jjrevent nor mollify.
The husband gone, the ceremony begins. The walls

are in a few minutes stripped of their furniture;

paintingc, prints, and looking-glasses lie in a huddled

heap about the floors, the curtains are torn from the

testers, the beds crammed into the windows; chairs

and tables, bedsteads and cradles, crowd the yard ;

and the garden fence bends beneath the weight of

carpets, blankets, cloth, cloaks, old coats, and rag-

ged breeches. Here may be seen the lumber of the

kitchen, forming a dark and confused mass : foi* the

foreground of the picture, gridirons and fryingpans,

rusty shovels and broken tongs, spits and jjots, and
the fractured remains of rush-bottomed chairs. There
a closet has disgorged its bowels, cracked tumblers,
broken wine glasses, phials of forgotten physic, pa-

pers of unknown powders, seeds and dried herbs,
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liandfnls of old corks, tops of teapots, and stoppers of

dejiartcd decanters;— from the rag-liole in the garret
to the rat-hole in the cellar, no place escai:)es nnru-

maged. It would seem as if the day of general doom
was come, and the utensils of the house were dragged
forth to judgment. In this tempest the words ^i Lear

naturally present themselves, and might with some

alteration, be made strictly applicable :

-" Let tlie ^-eat gods.
Tliat keep this dreadful pudder o'er our heads.
Find out their enemies now. Tremble, thou wretch I

That has witliin thee, undi\Tilged crimes,

Unwliipt of justice !

"—
" Close pent up guilt.

Raise your concealing continents, and ask
These dreadful summoners grace !

"

The ceremony completed, and the house thoroughly
evacuated, the operation is to smear the walls and

ceilings of every room and closet with brushes dip-

ped in a solution of lime, called whitewash ^ to pour
buckets of water over every floor; and scratch all the

partitions and wainscots with rough brushes wet with

soapsuds, and dipped in stone cutter's sand. The
windows by no means escape the general deluge. A
servant scrambles u^Don the penthouse, at the risk of
her neck, and with a mug in her hand, and a bucket
within her reach, she dashes away innumerable gallons
of water against the glass panes ;

to the great annoy-
ance of the passengers in the street.

I have been told that an action at law was once

brought against one of these water-nymphs, by a per-
son M'ho had a new suit of clothes sj^oiled by this

operation; but after a long argument, it was deter-

mined by the whole court, that the action would not

lie, insomuch as the defendant was in the exercise of

a legal right, and not answerable for the consequences ;

and so tlie poor gentleman was doubly nonsuited : for

he lost not only his suit of clothes, but his suit at law.

These smearings and scratchinos, washin": and dash-

ings, being duly performed, the next ceremony is to
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cleanse and replace the distracted fiirnitnre. You
may have seen a house raising, or a ship launch, when
all the hands within reach are collected together : re-

collect, if you can, the hurry, bustle, contusion, and
noise of such a scene, and you will have some idea

of this cleaning match. The misfortune is, that the

sole object is to make things clean; it matters not

how many useful, ornamental, or valuable articles are

mutilated, or suifer death under the operation : a ma-

hogany chair and carved frame undergo the same

discipline; they are to be made clean at all events;
but their preservation is not worthy of attention. For

instance, a fine large engraving is laid flat upon the

floor; smaller prints are piled upon it, and the super
incumbent weight cracks the glasses of the lower tier,

but this is of no consequence. A valuable picture ia

placed leaning against the sharp corner of a table,
others are made to lean against that, until the pressure
of the whole forces the corner of the table throu^'h

the canvass of the first. The frame and glass of a

fine print are to be cleaned; the spirit and oil used
on this occasion are suflered to leak through and spoil
the engraving; no matter, if the glass is clean, and
the frame shine, it is sufficient

;
the rest is not worthy

of consideration. An able arithmetician has made an
accurate calculation, founded on long experience, and
has discovered, that the losses and destruction incident

to two wliitewashings are equal to one removal, and
three removals equal to one fire.

The cleaning frolic over, matters begin to resume
their pristine aj)pearance. The storm abates, and all

would be well again, but it is impossible that so great
a convulsion, in so small a community, should not

produce some farther efiects. For two or three weeks
after the operation, the family are usually afflicted

with sore throats or sore eyes, occasioned by the caus-

tic quality of the lime, or with severe colds from the

exhalations of wet floors or damp walls.

I know a geritleman, who was fond of accounting
for every thing in a philosophical way. He considers
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this, whicli I have called a custom, as a real period
ical disease, ])eculiar to the climate. His train of rea-

soning is ingenious and wliinisical
;
but I am not at lei-

sure to give you a detail. The result was that he found
the distemper to be incurable ; but after much study
he conceived he had discovered a method to divert the

evil he could not subdue. For this purpose he caused
a small building, about twelve feet square, to be erect-

ed in his garden, and furnished with some ordinary
chairs and tables

;
and a few prints of the cheapest

soi't were hung against the walls. His hope was, that

when the white-washing frenzy seized the females of

his family they might repair to this aj^artment and

scrub, and smear, and scour, to their heart's content
;

and so spend the violence of the disease in this outpost,
while he enjoyed himself in quiet at head quarters.
But -the expei'iment did not answer his expectation ;

it was impossible it should, since a principal part of

the gratitication consists inthehidy's having an un-

controlled right to torment her husband at least once a

year, and to turn him out of doors, and take the reins

of government into her own hands.

There is a much better contrivance than this of the

philosopher's, which is to cover the walls of the house
with paper : that is generally done

;
and though it can-

not abolish, it at least shortens the period of female
dominion. The paper is decorated with flowers of vari-

ous fancies, and made so ornamental, that the womeu
have admitted the fashion without perceiving the

design.
There is also another alleviation of the husband's

distress : he generally has the privilege of a small room
or closet for his books and pa])ers, the key of which he
is allowed to keep. This is considei-cd as a privileged

place, and he stands like the land of Goshen amid the

plagues of Egypt. But then he must be extremely cau-

tious, and ever on his guard ;
for should he inadvert-

ently go abroad and leave the key in his door, the

housemaid, who is always on the watch for such an op-

portunity, immediately enters in triumph with buckets
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bi'ooms and brushes
;
takes possession of the i)reniises,

and forthwith puts all his Ijouks and papers to rights to

his utter confusion, and sometimes serious detriment.
For instance :

A gentleman was once sued by tlie executors of a

tradesman, on a charge found against him in the de-

ceased's books, to the amount of thirty i^ounds. The
defendant was strongly impressed with an idea that he
had discharged the debt and taken a receipt; but as

the transaction was of long standing, he knew not
where to lind the receipt. The suit M'ent on in course,
and the time approached when judgment would be
obtained against him. lie then sat seriously down to

examine a large bundle of old papers, which he had
untied and displayed on a table for that purpose. In
the midst of his search, he was suddenly called away
on business of importance ;

he forgot to lock the door
of his room. The housemaid, who had been long look-

ing out for sucli an opportunity, immediatel}' entered

with the usual implements, and with great alacrity fell

to cleaning the room, and putting things to rights. The
first object that struck her eye was the confused situa-

tion of the papers on the table
;
these were without

delay bundled together like so many dirty knives and

forks; but in the action a small piece of paper fell un-

noticed on the floor, which happened to be the very
receipt in question ;

as it had no very respectable ap-

pearance, it was soon after swept out with the common
dirt of the room, and carried in a rubbish-pan into

the yard. The tradesman had neglected to enter the

credit in his book
;
the defendant could find nothing to

obviate the charge, and so the judgment went against
liim for the debt and costs. A fortnight after the

whole was settled, and the money paid, one of the chil-

dren found the receipt among the rubbish in the yard.
There is another custom peculiar to the city of

Philadelphia, and nearly allied to the former. I mean
that of washing the pavement before the doors every

Saturday evening. 1 at first took this to be a regula-
tion of the police ; but, on further inquiry, find it is a

P
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reliirious rite, preparatory to tlie SaLljath : and is, I

believe, the only religions rite in wliicli the numerous
sectaries of this city perfectly agree. The ceremony
begins about sunset, and continues till about ten or

eleven at night. It is very difficult for a stranger to

walk the streets on those evenings, he runs a continual

risk of having a bucket of dirty water thrown against
his legs; but a Philadelphian born is so much ac-

customed to the danger, that he avoids it with sur-

prising dexterity. It is from this circumstance that a

Philadelphian may be known any where by his gait.
The streets of l^ew York are paved with rough stones

;

these indeed are not washed, but the dirt is so thor-

oughly swept from before the doors, that the stones

stand up sharp and prominent, to the great inconve-

nience of those who are not accustomed to so rough a

path. But habit reconciles every thing. It is divert-

ing enough to see a Philadelphian at iSTew York
;
he

walks the streets with as much most painful caution,
as if his toes were covered with corns, or his feet lamed
with the gout; while a Xew Yorker, as little approv-

ing the plain masonry of Philadelphia, shuffles along
the pavement like a parrot on a mahogany table.

It must be acknowledged, that the ablutions I have
mentioned are attended with no small inconvenience,
but the women could not be induced, from anv con-

sideration, to resign their privilege. Notwithstanding
this, I can give you the strongest assurances, that the

women of America make the most faithful wives and
the most attentive mothers in the world

;
and I am

sure you will join me in opinion, that if a married
man is made miserable only one week in a whole

year, he will have no great cause to complain of the

matrimonial bond.
I am, &c.
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ANSWER TO THE FOREGOING, IN THE CHARACTER OF A
LADY, BUT REALLY BY THE SAME HAND.

Sir,
—I have lately seen a letter upon the subject

of white-washing, in which that necessary duty of a

good housewife is treated with unmerited ridicule. I

should probably have forgot the foolish thing by this

time
;
but the season coming on which most women

think suitable for cleansing their apartments from
smoke and dirt of the winter, I find this saucy author
dished up in every family, and his flijjpant perform-
ance quoted wherever a wife attempts to exercise her
reasonable prerogative, or execute the duties of her
station. Women generally employ their time to bet-

ter purpose than scribbling. The cares and comforts
of a family rest principally upon their shoulders

;
hence

it is that there are but a few female authors
;
and the

men, knowing how necessary our attentions are to

their happiness, take every opportunity of discour-

aging literary accomplishments in the fair sex. You
hear it echoed from every quarter

— " My wife cannot
make verses, it is true

;
but she makes an excellent

pudding;" she can't correct the press, but she can
correct her children, and scold her servants with ad-

mirable discretion; she can't unravel the intricacies
" of political economy and federal government ;

but
she can knit charming stockings." And this they call

praising a wife, and doing justice to her character,
with much nonsense of the like kind.

I say, women generally employ their time to much
better purpose than scribbling ;

otherwise this face-

tious writer had not gone so long unanswered. We
have ladies who sometimes lay down the needle and
take up the pen; I wonder none of them have at-

tempted some reply. For my part, I do not pretend
to be an author. 1 have never appeared in print in

my life, but 1 can no longer forbear to say something
in answer to such impertinence, circulate how it may.
Only, sir, consider our situation. Men are naturally

1^
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inattentive to tlie decencies of life; but why should 1

be so complaisant? I say they are naturally filthy
creatures. If it were not that their connection with

the refined sex polished their manners, and had a

happy infiuence on the general economy of life, these

lords of creation would wallow in filth, and populous
cities woukl infect the atmosphere with their noxious

vapors. It is the attention and assiduity of the

women that prevent men from degenerating into mere
swine. How important then are the services we ren-

der
;
and yet for these very services we are made the

subject of ridicule aud fun. Base ingratitude ! Nau-
seous creatures ! Perhaps you may think I am in a

passion. No, sir, T do assure you I never was more

composed in my life
;
and yet it is enough to provoke

a saint to see how unreasonably we are treated by
the men. Why, now, there 's my husband— a good
enouorh sort of a man in the main— but I will give

you a sample of him. lie comes into the parlor the

other day, where, to be sure, I was cutting up a piece
of linen. "Lord!" saj'S he, "what a flutter here is!

I can't bear to see the parlor look like a tailor's shop ;

besides, I am going to make some inip(,'rtant philo-

sophical experiments, and must have sutficient room !

"

You must know my husband is one of your would
be philosophers. AVell, I bundled up my linen as

^[uick as I could, and began to darn a pair of ruffles,

which took no room, and could give no otiense. I

thought, however, I would watch my lord and master's

important business. In about half an hour the tables

were covered with all manner of trumpery ;
bottles of

water, phials of drugs, pasteboard, jjaper and cards,

glue, paste, and gum-arabic : files, knives, scissors,

needles, rosin, wax, silk, thread, rags, jags, tags, books,

pamphlets, and papers. Lord bless me ! I am almost

Dut of breath, and 3'et I have not enumerated half the

articles. Well, to work he went, and although I did

not understand the object of the manoeuvres, yet I

could sutflciently discover that he did not succeed in

any one operation. I was glad of that, I confess, and
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witli good reason too; for, after lie had fatigued him-
self with mischief, like a monkey in a china shop, and
called the servants to clear every thin<r away, I took a
view of the scene my parlor exhibited. I shall not
even attempt a minute description ;

suffice it to say,
that he had overset his inkstand, and stained my best

mahogany table with ink
;
he had spilt a quantity of

vitriol, and burnt a large hole in my carpet : my maT-
ble hearth wasall over spotted with melted rosin : be-

sides this, he had broken three china cups, four wine

glasses, two tumblers, and one of my handsomest de-

canters. And, after all, as I said before, I perceived
that he had not succeeded in any one operation. By the

by, tell your friend, the- white-wash scribbler, that this

is one means by M^hicli our closets become furnished
with halves of china bowls, cracked tumblers, broken

wineglasses, tops of teapots, and stoppers of departed
decanters. I say, I took a view of the dirt and devas-
tation my philosophic husband had occasioned

;
and

there I sat, like Patience on a monument, smiling at

grief ;
but it worked inwardly. I would almost as

soon the melted rosin and vitriol had been in his throat,
as on my dear marble hearth, and my beautiful carpet.
It is not true that women have no power over their own
feelings ;

for notwithstanding this provocation, I said

nothing, or next to nothing ;
for I only observed, very

pleasantly, what a lady of my acquaintance had told

me, that the reason v*^hy philosophers are called litera-

ry men, is because they make a great litter : not a
word more

; however, the servant cleared it away, and
down sat the philosopher. A friend dropt in soon
after—"Your servant, Sir, how do you do?" "O Lord!
I am almost fatigued to death

;
1 have been all the

morning making philosophical experiments." I was
now more hardly put to it to smother a laugh, than I

had been just before to contain my rage; my ^jr^c/ow.?
went out soon after, and I, as you may suppose, mus-
tered all my forces

; brushes, buckets, soap, sand,
liuieskins, and cocoanut shells, with all the powers
of housewifery, were immediately employed. I was
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certainly the best pLilosopher of the two ; for my ex-

periments succeeded, and his did not. All was well

a,«2:ain except my poor carpet
—my viti'iolized carpet,

which still continued a mournful memento of philoso-

phic fury, or rather philosophic folly. The operation
was scarce over, when, in came my experimental phi-

losopher, and told me, with all the indifference in the

"v^orld, that he had invited six gentlemen to dine with
him at three o'clock. It was then past one. I com-

plained of the short notice,
" Poh ! poh !

"
said he,

"you can get a leg of mutton, and a loin of veal,

and a few potatoes, which will do well enough."
Heaven ! what a chaos must the head of a philosopher
be ! a leg of mutton, a loin of veal, and potatoes ! I

was at loss whether I should laugh or be angry ;
but

there was no time for determining : I had but an hour
and a half to do a world of business in. My carpet,
which had suffered in the cause of experimental phi
losophy in the morning, was destined to I5e most shame-

fully dishonored in the afternoon by a deluge of nasty
tobacco juice. Gentlemen smokers love segars better

than carpets. Think, Sir, what a women must endure
under such circumstances

;
and then, after all, to be re-

proached with her cleanliness, and to have her white-

washings, her scourings, and scrubbings, made the

subject of ridicule
;

it is more than patience can put
up with. What I have now cAuibited, is but a small

specimen of the injuries we sustain from the boasted

superiority of men. But we will not be laughed out

of our cleanliness. A woman would rather be called

any thing than a slut, as a man would rather be thought
a knave than a fool. I had a great deal more to say,
but am called away ;

we are just preparing to white-

wash, and of course I have a deal of business on my
hands. The white-vrash buckets are paraded, the

brushes are readv, mv husband is gone off—so much
tlie better

;
when we are upon a thorough cleaning,

the first dirty thing to be removed, is one's husband.
I am called for again. Adieu.
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FINAL SrEECII OF DR. FRANKLIN

in the late fedeeal, convention.*

Mk. President :

I confess that I do not entirely approve of this con-

stitution at present ; but, Sir, 1 am not sure I shall

never approve it
;
for having lived long, I have expe-

rienced many instances of being obliged, by better in-

formation, or fuller consideration, to change opinions
even on important subjects, which I once thought

right, but found to be otherwise. It is, therefore, that

the older I grow, the more apt I am to doul>t mj own

judgment and to pay more respect to the judgment
of others.

Most men, indeed, as well as most sects in religion,
think themselves in possession of all truth, and that

whenever otliers differ from them,' it is so far error.

Steele, a Protestant, in a dedication, tells the Pope,
that, "the only difference between our two churches,
in their opinions of the certainty of their doctrines, is,

the Romish church is infallible, and the church of

England never in the wrong." Put, though many
private persons think almost as highly of their own
infallibility as that of their sect, few express it so

naturally as a certain French lady, who, in a little

dispute with her sister, said, ''I don't know how it

happens, sister, but I meet with nobody but myself
that is always in the right." Il n^y a que Qiioi qui a

toujours raison. In these sentiments, sir, I agree to

this constitution, with all its faults, if they are such
;

because I think a general government necessary for

us, and there is no form of government but wdiat may
be a blessing, if well admiiiistered

;
and I believe,

farther, that tiiis is likely to be well administered for

a course of years, and can only end in despotism, as

* Our reasons for ascribing this speech to Dr. Franklin, are its inter-

nal evidence, and its having appeared with his name, during his life-

time uncontradicted, in an American periodical ]iublicatiou.
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other forms liave done before it, when the people shall

l)econie so corrupted as to need despotic government^
being incapable of any otlier. I doubt, too, whether

an)' other convention we can obtain may be able to

make u better constitution : for when you assemble a
number of men, to have the advantage of their joint

wisdom, you inevitably assemble Avith those men all

their juejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion,
their local interests, and their selfish views. From
such an assembly can a perfect production be ex-

pected? It therefore astonishes me, sir, to find thia

Bystem approaching so near to perfection as it does
;

and I think it will astonish our enemies, who are wait-

ing, with confidence, to hear that our councils are

confounded, like those of the builders of Babel, and
that our states are on the point of separation, only to

meet hereafter for the purpose of cutting each other's

throats.

Thus I consent, sir, to this constitution, because I

expect no better, and because I am not sure that this

is not the best. The opinions I have had of its errors

I sacrifice to the public good. I have never wdiis-

pered a syllable of them abroad. Within these walls

they were born, and here they shall die. If every
one of us, in returning to our constituents, were to

I'eport the objections he has had to it, and endeavor
to gain partisans in support of them, we inight prevent
its being generally received, and thereby lose all the

salutary effects and great advantages resulting natu-

rally in our favor among foreign nations, as well as

among ourselves, from our real or apparent unanimity.
Much of the strength and efficiency of any govern-
ment, in procuring and securing happiness to the

people, depends on opinion ;
on the general opinion

of the goodness of that government, as well as of the
wisdom and integrity of its governors.

I hope, therefore, that for our own sakes, as a part
of the people, and for the sake of our posterity, %ve
shall act heartily and unanimously in recommending
this constitution, wherever our influence may extend,
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and turn our future tlioughts and endeavors to the

means of having it well administered.

On the whole, sir, I cannot help expressing a wish,
that every member of the convention, who may still

have objections, would with me, on this occasion,
doubt a little of his own infallibility, and to make
manifest our unanimity, put his name to this instru-

ment.

[The motion was then made for adding the last for-

mula, viz :

" Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent,"
&c. which was agreed to, and added accordingly.]

P*
24
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EXTEACTS

FROM THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF DR. FRANKLDf.

"With regard to my books, those I had in France,
and those 1 left in Philadeljjhia, being now assembled

together here, and a catalogue made of them, it is mj
intention to dispose of the same as follows :

My "
History of the Academy of Sciences," in sixty

or seventy volumes quarto, I give to the Philosophical

Society of Philadeljjhia, of which I have the honor to

be president. My collection in folio of " Les Arts et

les Metiers," I give to the American Philosophical ,

Society established in Xew England, of which I am a

member. My quarto edition of the same, "Arts et

Metiers," I give to the Library Company of Philadel-

phia. Such and so many of my books as I shall

mark, in the said catalogue, with the name of my
e;randson, Benjamin Franklin Bache, I do hereby give
to him; and such and so many of my books as I shall

mark, in the said catalogue, with the name of my
grandson William Bache, I do hereby give to him :

and such as shall be marked with the name of Jona-
than Williams, I hereby give to my cousin of that

name. The residue and remainder of all my books,

manuscripts, and pa])ers, I do give to my grandson
William Temple Franklin. My share in the Library

Company of Philadelphia, I give to my grandson, Ben-

jamin Franklin Bache, confiding that he will permit
his brothers and sisters to share in the use of it.

I was born in Boston, Xew England, and owe my
first iusti'uctions in literature to the free grammar
schools established there. I therefore give one hun-
dred jiounds sterling to my executors, to be by them,
the survivors or survivor of them, paid over to the

managers or directors of the free schools in my native
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town of Boston, to be by them, or tlie person or per-
sons who shall have the superintendence and manage-
ment of the said schools, put out to interest, and so

continued at interest forever
;
which interest annually

shall be laid out in silver medals, and given as honor-

ary rewards annually, by the directors of the said free

schools, for the encouragement of scholarship in the

said schools, belonging to the said town, in such man-
ner as to the discretion of the selectmen of the said

town shall seem meet.

Out of the salary that may remain due to me, as

president of the state, I give the sum of two thousand

pounds to my executors, to be by them, the survivors

or survivor of them, paid over to such person or per-
sons as the legislature of the state, by an act of as-

sembly, shall appoint to receive the same in trust, to

be employed for making the Schuylkill navigable.

During the number of years I was in business as a

stationer, printer, and postmaster, a great many small

Bums became due to me, for books, advertisements,

postages of letters, and other matters, which were not

collected, when, in 1757, I was sent by the Assembly
to England as their agent

—
and, by subsequent ap-

pointments, continued there imtil 1775—when, on my
return, I was immediately engaged in the affairs of

Congress, and sent to France in 1776, where I re-

mained nine years, not returning till 1785
;
and the

said debts not being demanded in such a length of

time, have become in a matter obsolete, yet are never-

theless justly due.—These, as they are stated in my
great folio Ledger E, I bequeath to the contributors of

the Pennsylvania Hospital, hoping that those debtors,
and tlie descendants of such as are deceased, who

now, as I find, make some difficulty of satisfying such

antiquated demands as just debts, may, however, be
induced to pay or give them as charity to that excel-

lent institution. 1 am sensible that much must be

inevitably lost; but I hope something considerable

may be recovered. It is possible, too, that some of

tha parties charged may have existing old unsettle(i
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accounts against me: in -which case tlie managers of

the said hospital will allow and deduct the amount,
or pay the balance, if they Und it against me.

I request my friends, Henry Iliil, Esq. John Jay,
Esq. Francis llopkinson, and Mr. Edward Dufiield,
of i3onfield, in Philadelphia county, to be the execu-

tors of this my last will and testament, and I hereby
nominate and appoint theiri for that purpose.

I would have my body buried with as little expense
or ceremony as may be.

Philadelpuia, May 17, 1778.

CODICIL.

I, BEN'jA:NnN Fkanklin, in the foregoing or annexed
last will and testament, having further considered the

same, do think proper to make and publish the fol-

lowing codicil, or addition tliereto.

It having long been a fixed and political opinion
of mine, that in a democratical state there ought to be
no offices of profit, for the reasons I have given in an
article of my drawing in our constitution, it was my
intention, when I accepted the office of president, to

devote the appointed salary to some public use : ac-

cordingly I had already, before I made my last will

in July last, given large sums of it to colleges, schools,

building of churches, &c. and in that will I bequeathed
two thousand pounds more to the state, for the pur-
pose of making the Schuylkill navigable ; but under-

standing since that such a sum would do but little

toward accomplishing such a work, and that the pro-

ject is not likely to be undertaken for many years to

come— and having entertained another idea, M'hich

I hope may be more extensively useful, I do hereby
revoke and annul the bequest, and direct that the

certificates I have for what remains due to me of
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that salary, be sold toward raising the sum of two

thousand pounds sterling, to be disposed of as I am
now about to order/

It has been an opinion, that he who receives an

estate from his ancestoi's, is under some obligation to

transmit the same to posterity. This obligation lies

not on me, who never inherited a shilling from any
ancestor or relation. I shall, however, if it is not

diminished by some accident before my d.eath, leave

a considerable estate among my descendants and rela-

tions. The above observation is made merely as some

ajiology to my family, for my making bequests that

do not appear to have any immediate relation to their

advantage.
I was"born in Boston, ISTew England, and owe my

first instructions in literature to the free grammar
schools established there. I have therefore considered

those schools in my will.

But I am also under obligations to the state of

Massachusetts, for having, unasked, appointed me
formerly their agent, with a handsome salary, which

continued some years, and, although I accidentally lost

in their service, by transmitting Governor Hutchin-

son's letters, much more than the amount of what they

gave me, I do not think that ought in the least to di-

minish my gratitude. I have considered that among
artisans, good apprentices are most likely to make

good citizens; and having myself been bred to a man-
ual art, printing, in my native town, and afterward

assisted to set up my business in Philadelphia by kind

loans of money from two friends there, which was the

foundation of my fortune, and of all the utility in life

that may be ascribed to me— I wish to be useful even

after my death, if possible, in forming and advancing
other young men that may be serviceable to their

country in both these towns.

To this end I devote two thousand pounds sterling,

which I give, one thousand thereof to the inhabitants

of the town of Boston, in Massachusetts, and the other

thousand to the inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia,
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in trust, to and for the uses, intents, and purposes
hereinafter mentioned and declared.

The said sum of one thousand pounds sterling, if

accepted by the inhabitants of the town of Boston,
shall be managed under the dii-ection of the selectmen,
united witti the ministers of the oldest Episcopalian,

Congregatiunal, and Presbyterian churches in that

town, who ure to let out the same upon interest at five

per cent. p»;r annum, to such young married artificers,

under the nge of twenty-five years, as have served an

apprenticeship in the said town, and faithfully fulfilled

the duties required in their indentures, so as to obtain

a good moral character from at least two respectaVjle

citizens, who are willing to become sureties, in a bond
with the applicants, for the repayment of the money
so lent, with the interest, according to the terms herein-

after prescribed; all which bonds are to be taken for

Spanish milled dollars, or the value thereof in current

gold coin : and the manager shall keep a bound book,
or books, wherein shall be entered the names of those

who shall apply for and receive the benefit of this

institution, and of their sureties, together with the

sums lent, the dates, and other necessary and proper
records respecting the business and concerns of this

institution : and as these loans are intended to assist

yoimg married artificers in setting up their business,

they are to be proportioned by the discretion of the

managers, so as not to exceed sixty pounds sterling to

one person, nor to be less than fifteen pounds.
And if the number of appliers so entitled should

be so large as that the sum will not suffice to aflbrd

to every one some assistance, these aids may therefore

be small at first, but as the capital increases by the

accumulated interest, they will be more 'ample. And
in order to serve as many as possible in their turn,

as well as to make the repayment of the princij)al

borrowed more easy, each borrower shall be obliged
to pay with the yearly interest one tenth part of the

principal ;
which sums of principal and interest so

paid in, shall be again let out to fresh borrowera.
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And it is presumed, that there will always be found

in Boston virtuous and benevolent citizens, willing to

bestow a part of their time in doing good to the rising

generation, by superintending and managing this in-

stitution gratis ;
it is hoped, that no part of the money

will at any time lie dead, or be diverted to other pur-

poses, but be continually augmenting by the interest,

in which case there may in time be more than the

occasion in Boston shall. require; and then some may
be spared to the neighboring or other towns in the

said state of Massaclmsetts, which may desire to have

it, such towns engaging to pay punctually the interest,

and the proportions of the principal annually, to the

inhabitants of the town of Boston. If this plan is

executed and succeeds, as projected, without inter-

ruption for one hundred years, the sum will be then

one hundred and thirty-one thousand pounds; of

which I would have the managers of the donation to

the town of Boston then lay out, at their discretion,

one hundred thousand pounds in public works, whic^

may be judged of most general utility to the inhabi-

tants : such as fortifications, bridges, aqueducts, public

buildings, baths, pavements, or whatever may make

living in the town more convenient to its people,

and render it more agreeable to strangers resorting
thither for health, or a temporary residence. The

remaining thirty-one thousand pounds I would have

continued to be let out at interest, in the manner

above directed, for one hundred years ;
as I hope it

will have been found, that the institution has had a

good effect on the conduct of youth, and been of

service to many worthy characters and useful citizens.

At the end of this second term, if no unfortunate ac-

cident has prevented the operation, the sum will be

four millions and sixty-one thousand pounds sterling,

of which I leave one million and sixty-one thousand

pounds to the disposition and management of the in-

habitants of the town of Boston, and three millions

to the disposition of the government of the state
;

no<^

presuming to carry my views farther.
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All the directions herein given respecting the dispo
sition and management of the donation to the inhab-
itants of Boston, I M-ould have observed respecting
that to the inhabitants of Philadelphia ; only as Phila-

delphia is incorporated, I reqnest the corporation of
that city to undertaive the management, agreeable to

the said directions: and I do hereby vest them with
full and am])le powers for that purpose. And having
considered that the 'covering its ground plat with

buildings and pavements, which carry oif most rain,
and jjrevent its soaking into the earth, and renewing
and purifying' the springs, whence the water of the
wells must gradually grow worse, and in time be
nnfit for use, as I lind has happened in all old cities ;

I recommend, that, at the end of the first hundred

years, if not done before, the corporation of the city

employ a part of the hundred thousand pounds in

bringing by pipes the waiter of Wissahickon creek
into the town, so as to supply the inhabitants; which
I apprehend may be done without great difficulty, the

level of that creek being much above that of the citj^
and may be made higher by a dam. I also recom-
mend making the Schuylkill completely navigable.
At the end of the second hundred years, I would

have the disposition of the four millions and sixty-one
thousand pounds divided between the inhabitants of

the city of Philadelphia and the government of Penn-

sylvania, in the same manner as herein directed with

respect to that of the inhabitants of Boston and the

government of Massachusetts. It is my desire that

this institution should take place, and begin to operate
within one year after my decease : for which purpose,
due notice should be publicly given, previous to the

expiration of that year, that those for whose benefit

this establishment is intended may make their respec-
tive applications ;

and I hereby direct my executors,
the survivors or survivor of them, within six months
after my decease, to pay over the said sum of two
thousand jiounds sterling to such persons as shall be

duly appointed bv the selectmen of Boston, and the
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corporation of Philadelphia, and to receive and take

charge of their respective sums of one thousand pc unds
eacli +or tlie purpose aforesaid. Considering the acci-

d lo m inch all human affixirs and projects are sub-

ject in such a length of time, I have perhaps too much
flattered myself with a vain fancy, that these dispo-

sitions, if carried into execution, will be continued with-

out interruption, and have the effects proposed ;
I hope,

however, that if the inhabitants of the two cities should
not think lit to undertake the execution, they will at

least accept the offer of these donations, as a mark of

my good will, token of gratitude, and testimony of my
desire to be useful to them even after niy departure.
I wish, indeed, that they may both undertake to

endeavor the execution of my project, because, I think,
that though unforeseen difficulties may arise, expedi-
ents will be found to remove them, and the scheme be
found practicable. If one of them accepts the money
with the conditions, and the other refuses, my will

then is, that both sums be given to the inhabitants of

the city accepting ;
the whole to be applied to the

same purposes, and under the same regulations di-

rected for the separate parts ;
and if both refuse, the

money remains of course in the mass of my estates,

and is to be disposed of therewith, according to my
will, made the seventeenth day of July, 1788.

My fine crab-tree walking stick, with a gold head,

curiously wrought in the form of the cap of liberty, I

give to my friend, and the friend of mankind. General

w ashington. If it were a sceptre, he has merited it,

and would become it.

THE END.
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THE LIFE EMBRACES
1. The Webster Family.
2. Webster the Boy and Youth.
3. AVebster the Student.
4. Webster tlie Lawyer.
5. Webster in his Domestic Relations.

6. Webster tlie Legislator.
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will be a popular one. It lias that brilliancy of touch and that vivaciiy of style which
are always popular with the great body of readers.—Boston Traveler.
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form in wliicli Webster's great efforts are to be found. They will sell well, we doubt not.
The more of them there are distributed, the better it is for our intelligence, our political
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Dr. Teffthas displayed much industrj', versatility and discrimination in his biograiihy,
and good taste in the selection of Mr. Webster's efforts, and these volumes cannot but
meet with a favorable reception from the public.

—Boston Atlas.

There is no doubt but the book will be very generally sought and read by an appre-
ciating public. It must be regarded as-a valuable addition to the standard literary works
of the times. The author is exceedingly lia]ipy in his use of language. There is nothing
laborious, dull or difficult in the perusal ; but on the contrary, it possesses an affable,

congenial spirit which is entirely winning. We have been peculiarly interested with
the description of Mr. Webster's character contained in the last chapter of the biography.
The author enters into the subject with his whole soul, delineating faithfully those traits

peculiar to the rnan, expanding upon those qualities of mind wliicii constituted his great-
-ess. The work is liandsomely got up, and is fit to adorn any library.

—Buffalo Rep.
We doubt whether a better biography will ever meet the eyes of the student, or en-

/ich the library of the man of letters. The style is polished, clear, and interesting in a
liigh degree.

—Boston Eve. Gazette.

The best life of Webster that has ever appeared.
—Buffalo Democracy.
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"The Hero came—a noble, good old man.
Strong in the wealth of his high purposes.

Age sat upon him with a gentle gaace,

Giving unto his manhood dignity ;

Imbuing it with pure and lofty thoughts.
As pictures owe their mellow hues to time,
He stood before the people. Theirs had been
The vigor of his youth, his manhood's strength;
And now his green old age was yielded up,
To answer their behest.s."

In the long and brilliant list of those whose memories we delight to
honor and to cherish, Willi.\m Hexry Harrison deservedly occupies a

prominent place. Stimulated by the example of the patriot whos*,

name he bore, amd whose blood coursed in his veins; endowed with

superior talents, and occupying a large field of usefulness and distinc-

tion, he had the power, and well did he exert it, of contributing large-

ly to our national glory and eminence.

LIFE OF GEN. ZACHARY TAYLOR,
%Mit\i Ipmibcnt d tire llnitcir ^t\tt$,

BY H. MONTGOMERY.
Steel Portrait, and other Illustrations, 463 pp. 12nio., Price SI 25.

"As calm in the council,^as gallant in war,
He fouglit for his country* and not its

' hurrah !

' "

The man to do the risrht thing at the right time ;
the man who would not leave

his wounded behind him, and would have encoimtered any personal hazard
or sacrifice to abide by that which his heart told him was right ;

the man quiet
in expression, strong in action, firm in purpose; and whether in expression, ac-
tion or purpose, that transparent honesty and simple integrity formine, as it

were, the atmosphere in which he lived and moved—which so happily for him-
self and for us not only enabled him to see clearly and do resolutely what be-
came a true and brave man, but enabled the world to see how bravely and
how honestly it was done. A rare gift! Let us honor it; and above all, let us

try to learn a lesson from it.

MILLER, ORTOX & MULLIGAX, Publishers,
25 Park Row, New York, and 107 Gencsee-st., Auburn.



SUFFERINGS OF THE ENGLISH POOR,
OR THE

HITE urn OF ENGLMD.
AN

EXPOSITION OF THE CONDITION AND TREATMENT OF THE LABORING

CLASSES IN THE FACTORIES AND COAL MINES OF GREAT BRITAIN.

BY JOHN C. OOBDEN.
One Volume, 600 pp., 12iiio<, 11 Illustrations. Price, $1 25.

NOTICES OF THE PRESS-BRIEF EXTRACTS.
The author has gone extensively into detail—-vrielding an honest and fearless pen, and

backing his weighty statements by copious extracts from the oificial records of England.
He has made a glorious book.—Buffalo Express.

But for the evidence by which the author's assertions are sustained, we would not dare
credit the distressing accounts of indigence and misery.— Waverly Magazine.

It is a capital book, and entitled to a place in every man's library.
—N. Y. Mirror.

The "Whiteslaves of England" are displayed here, in a condition that must touch
the heart of every philanthropist, and bring tears to eyes "unused to weep."

—Phil.

A7ner. Cour.

"We predict for the work just what it deserves—a wide spread circulation.—Dutchman.

It contains much interesting and valuable Information, and we doubt not that it will

find many readers.—Chicago Evangelist.

It unfolds degradation and wrong, such as the mind of man, unaided, could scarce ima-

gine.—iV. T. iSun.

To those unacquainted with these portions of the English social system here bared to
the public, tlie revelations will be regarded iWith wonder—perhaps with horror.—JRoche«-
ter Advertiser.

We confess that the revelations here made are perfectly appalling.
— Utica Herald.

We have it all, hopeless servitude, ignorance, and cruelty, aye more, in proud, philan-

thropic, enlightened England—all this degradation, slavery, cruelty, and woe—the sub-

jects of which are white men, white women, and white children—the same race and
blood as their oppressors.

—Syracuse Star.

The Coal Miners, the Needlewomen, the Coolies, the Factories, and the Press Gangs
are each described in turn. Volume after volume of romance has been written, and day
after day spent in debate, upon these toi>ics, but we doubt if they ever have been so fully
represented before, in all their length and breath. Its scenes are pictures from real life.—Albany Evening Journal.

Some of the more exciting descriptions are illustrated by spirited wood engravings,
though this is hardly needed, for more revolting pictures of degraded humanity than
the author has sketched, no one need desire to read.—Dollar Newspaper.

MILLER, ORTON & MULLIGAN, Publishers,
25 Park Row, New York, and lO*? Genesee-st., Auburn.



MILLER, ORTON <h MULLIGAN, PUBLISH

THE LIFE OF LOUIS KOSSUTH,
Governor or Hungary

;
including Notices of the Men and

Scenes op the IIungaeian Revolution : to which is added an
Appendix, containing his phincipal Speeches, &c. With am
Introduction by Horace Greeley. By P. C. Ueadley.

" What an ago ! A great man steps upon our shores—the fact is

teUgrai)hcd iu an instant to every city in the Union. He speaks—
immediately a thousand newspapers cany his words to every house
in the land. While he is yet speaking, some rapid writer sketches
the history of his life, and the press

—
prone to miracles—scatters in

neautiful volumes, both Life and Speeches through all the country.
Mr. Ueadley has written an excellent memoir of Kossuth. It details,
in easy. j)er.<i)icuous narrative, the principal events of his life, bringing
down the history almost to the present hour."—N. C. Advocate.

" This volume, containing a full biography of the noble Hungarian
fr<mi his birth to the present time, with copious notices of the revo-

lutionary movement, is a seasonable and interesting publication. It
will be read by great numbers, whose interest in Kossuth's career has
been awakened by his presence in this country ;

and it cannot be read
without ])! ofit. The principal events in his life are related with suf-
flcient minuteness

;
numerous anecdotes are introduced, illustrative

of his character
;
and brief comments made on the progress of his

history. The course of the Hungarian Revolution is described with
clearness and accurac}', correcting many prevalent errors on the sub-

ject, and presenting a comprehensive view of the principles involved
in that patriotic struggle."

—Ncio Yurk Tribune.

"In no part of this composition does the author betray an appeai-
ance of carelessness or imperfection yet it is a wonder among the
world of critics,

• how Headley can write so much, and write nothing
that is incomplete.' His power to give his writings a clearness and
vivacity of style, has already obtained for him a reputation that will

ever secure for him a i)assi)ort with the illustrious in the world of
letters. And in this in.stance he has a theme that is happily adapted
to his style of composition. The life and character of the 'ijolitlcal
Luther of Europe,' furnishes ample material for his brilliant and dis-

criminating genius, and he seems to have sjiared no pains to make hia
book worthy of both the theme and the author."— G. 31. Ae^is.

"
It is written in an eager, animated style, adapted for the special

puipose of the book. It is reliable and exceedingly interesting. A
brief introduction by Mr. Greeley pitches the key-note of the volume,
and will find a response, we doubt not, in the pcpular heart."—NciB
York Organ.



THE LIFE
OF

EEY. ADONIRAM JUDSON,

BY JESSE CLEMENT.
Steel Portrait, 336 Pages 12mo. Price $1 00.

Dr. Judson's firmness and elevation of principle, expansive conceptions of

christian duty, simplicity, and inflexibility of faith, and fervor and enthusiasm

of piety, are apparent in the portions of his journal and letters which we have

inserted ;
and his practical judgment, strong executive capacities, untiring pa-

tience, and profound philological and otlier literary attainments, are exhibited

in the nature, amount, and excellence of his labors, at which this work re-

peatedly hints. If there is any one trait which is not developed in the follow-

ing pages, it is benevolence. 3Iuch of it, however, is implied in the fact, that

be gave thirty-eight years of manly toil for the redemption of a people who rob-

bed him tinder the vail of taxes cruelly levied, loaded him with fetters, cast him
into dungeons and death-prisons, drove him bare-footed over burning sands,

and, finally, to bar him from the heart of the empire and from the '"golden

presence," swung against his philanthropic heart the iron gates of intolerance.

But he gave more than his days to the cause of Missions—more than his com-
fort-s a martyr to persecution : about fifteen hundred dollars received for the

memoir ol his second wife, and between four and five thousand dollars pre-
sented as a reward for his services as interpreter during the English and Bur-

man war, were put into the treasury of the Lord.

OPINIONS OF REVIEWERS.
This is a valuable meninirofone of the noblest of men that ever lived Few lives

present sreater iimral heroism than the life of Dr. Judson. lie was the fouiuler of East
IniKa Missions, so far as the Baptist Church of this country is concerned. Mr. Clement
has executed his task with decided ability. The narrative is at all times clear and
well sustained, and occasionally is very affecting. The first half of the twentieth chapter
cannot be read without deep emotion. The work is beautifully printed, and merits
an extensive sale.—ChriMian Advocate.

The bio£rraphy of a noble missionary hero, who lived Ions, and worked faithfully to

the la-^t, in behalf of the heathen. The record of his toils and sufferings, his faith and

hope, his trials and his successes, cannot fail to awaken or dee|)en a genuine missionary
spirit, in Cliristian hearts. To such as have only heard, in general, of Dr. Judson, this

volume will give the interesting particulars of his life; and in the minds of those
who knew him, it will awaken many favorable recollections.—Zioii's Herald.

Mr. Clement's work clerirly and nnobtrnsively sketches the history of Dr. Jndson's

missionary career, and supplies, to the ordinary reader, a connected view of his tabors,
which could not elsewhere be found. It is written with simplicity, and a proper admira-
tion of Dr. Judson's character: and presents a irreat variety of interesting documents
and letters tliat ouarht not to be forgotten. It is a very animated and impressive work,
and will tend not only to prepare the reader for an apiireciation of a more complete bios-

raphy, but trive a new and admirlus confidence in the cause of missions, and the power of
divine giace.

—New York HvangelUst.

MILLER, ORTO^ & MULLIGAI(, Publishers,

25 Park Row, New York, and lOY Genesee-st., Auburn.



MAGIVIFIfEXT WORK OF HISTORT.

^ Whole library in lt»elf!

Co»t SI 1,000—1207 Pages— 70 ITIaps — 700 Eng^rariuffs.

HISTORY OF ALL lATIOKS,
FROM THE EARLIEST. PERIOD TO THE PRESENT TIME;

OE,

©lUlimSiiS. S3Sgl'€)E¥5
m WHICH THE

HISTORY OF EVERY NATION, ANCIENT AND MODERN,

IS SEPARATELY GIVEN.

BY S. G. GOODRICH.)
Consul to Pan-is, and Autlu>r ofseveral Works of Uistory, Parley's Tales, eto.

It contains 1207 pages, royal octavo, and is illustrated by 70 Maps and 700 Engravings:
bound in imitation Turkey morocco.

Invariable retail price, $6,00 in one volume; $7,00 in two volumes.

The same, full gilt edge and sides, $S,00 in one volume ; |10,00 in two voli

*jf* It is believed that the above wort, by Mr. Goodrich, will be very acceptablf

t» the American public. It is the result of years of toil and labor, assisted in his ro-

searches by several scholars of known ability, and has been gotten up at a great ex-

p^-nse by the proprietors. No pains have been spared in the execution of the Illustra-

tions and Maps, which are entirely new, and jirepared by the distingnislied author

ej^preSKlij for the work. Indeed, all the other histurical wvitiii^s of Mr. fjoodric-h

sink into insignificance, when compared witli this, the resultof liis ri|ier and uiatun't

years. It is admitted that One Hundred Dollars could not purchase tlie.same Mi;it-

ter in any other shape: and the piiblisliers confidently expoct that, in pcmsideration

of the great literary value of the work, tlie larj;? suui e.vpended in [prfptiring it for l!ie

preu'S, and the exceedingly moderate price at which it is offered, that it will be favor-

ftbly received by every lover of good books.

rnblished by Mii.lkr, Outon <fe JIulligan,

No. 25 Park Row, New Yokk, aiic] 107 Genesee-st., Ai'buu.n
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