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By Fergus Hume (1859-1932) 

Madame Midas is a murder mystery, In the early days of Australia, when the 
gold fever was at its height. 

Fergus Hume was born in England, the second son of Dr James Hume. At the 
age of three his father emigrated with his family to Dunedin, New Zealand. 
He was admitted to the New Zealand bar in 1885. Shortly after graduation he 
left for Melbourne, Australia where he obtained a post as a barristers’ clerk. 
He began writing plays, but found it impossible to persuade the managers of 
the Melbourne theatres to accept or even read them. Hume was a capable 
writer of mystery stories, and may be looked upon as one of the precursors 
of the many writers of detective stories whose work was so popular in the 
twentieth century. (Summary Wikipedia) 

Read by Lucy Burgoyne; total running time: 13:17:24.  In addition to the 
reader, this audio book was produced by bperiwinkle (dedicated proof-
listener) and Lucy Burgoyne (meta-coordinator & cataloging). 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  

Cover image taken from “The Fireside Library” published by Beadle & Adams (9/15/1881). Copyright 
expired in US, Canada, EU, and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette 
Brown. This design is in the public domain.  
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