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Mary Louise 
By L. Frank Baum (1856-1919) 

The Bluebird Books is a series of novels popular with teenage 
girls in the 1910s and 1920s. The series was begun by L. Frank 
Baum using his Edith Van Dyne pseudonym, then continued by 
at least three others, all using the same pseudonym. Baum 
wrote the first four books in the series, possibly with help 

from his son, Harry Neal Baum, on the third. 

The books are concerned with adolescent girl detectives— a concept Baum had 
experimented with earlier, in The Daring Twins (1911) and Phoebe Daring (1912). 
The Bluebird series began with Mary Louise, originally written as a tribute to 
Baum’s favorite sister, Mary Louise Baum Brewster. Baum’s publisher, Reilly & 
Britton, rejected that manuscript, apparently judging the heroine too 
independent. Baum wrote a new version of the book; the original manuscript is 
lost. 

Read by Sibella Denton.  Total Running Time: 04:12:20. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  

Cover picture by E. A. Séguy (1902). Author picture taken by George Steckel (1911). Copyright expired in US, 
Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the 
public domain.  
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