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FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED. JOHN CHARLES OLMSTED. CHARLES ELIOT. 

OLMSTED/OLMSTED & ELIOT, 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. 

WARREN H.MANNING, WARD D.BOLTON, 
oe : ce tate yee cn ee SUPERINTENDENT OF PLANTING. SUPERINTENDENT OF CONSTRUCTION 

Brook tine, Mass. Srd. May, 1894, 

Dear Sirt- By direction ef Messrs. Olmsted, Olmsted & 

Fliot, Landscape Architects to the Metropolitan Park Commission, I 

am cOllecting the material for a forest survey,flora and fauna of 

the Blue Hills, Middlesex Fells,Stony Brook and Beaver B rook reser- 

vations. You have kindly offered to assist in the preparation of 

the flora and I am sending with this a set of maps of the above 

reservations and a permit to eollect. 

fo secure uniformity, brevity and economy of space, abbreviations 

indicating the fbllowing terme are recommended to be usedi- 

S« common; f. frequent; o. oceasionaljr. rare. 

It is to be understood that the terms are to have the follow- 

ing meaning when used in referring to plants. 

Common (¢) having a nearly even distribution over all surfaces of a similar character, within the area specified. 

Frequent (f) found frequently in masses or as individual plants but not evenly distributed over surfaces of a similar character within the area specified. 

Oceasional (o) found only Occasionally in different parts of the reservation where the eonditions are favorable. 

- Rare (r) found only in one or a few Places within the reserva- Sion. 

If a plant is commom (ce), frequent (f) or Oceasional (0) 
through the area referred to,where the sonditions are favorable, 
nothing more than the abbreviation and an indication of the loeali- 
ty will be required. 
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if it is common in one legality and net in another this shoulé@ be 

specified, The lecality for rare plants should be apecified. ( not 

necessarily fer publieatien ). | 

the maps are marked with 500 foot squares and reference letters 

and numbers which can be used to leeate the position of or the area 

occupied by @ plant approximately if it cannot be indisated briefly 

by reference to the topegraphical features, 

Usually localities and areas can be indicated by referring te 

well known features which are indieated en the plan ( or whieh should 

be added to it ), together with the abbreviations for the points of 

the compass, N. 8., E., We, ete. Por example, * throughout Vale 

ley " between certain hills, or alomg a certain stream, or on the 
& % 

We slope of a certain hill, ete. 

it will be the aim to inelude in the flora all plants that are 

now growing, or that are known te have been found growing, within 

the reservations, including adventives, The histery of exterminated 

and adventive plants with guthorities for the same, and a reference 

to an existing plant in some herbarium showla be given if possible. 

It desirable that herbarium specimens shall be preserved of all 

the plants found growing in the reservations, and it a deemed essen= 

tial that specimens of rare Plants or those that run any chance of 

being exterminated shell be preserved, 

Mr. N, T. Kidder of Milton, Mass., has very kindly effered to 

preserve the identity of specimens from the Blue Hille and Steny 

Brook reservations, and to care for them in his herbarium, whieh will 

ultimately be deposited with some well established society. 
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My. Prank &. Collins ef Malden, Mass., who is the custedian of the 

Middlesex Institute herbarium, on which the Middlesex Flera is based 

has kindly consented to preserve the identity of species from the 

Fells and Beaver Brook Reservations and to place them in this her- 

barium. ! 

The importance and value of the flora which it ia proposed to 

prepare will be recognized when it is understood that it is to be 

made in e¢onnsetion with a study of the soil end reck fermatien and 

geological history of the areas included as well as the forest con- 

ditiens and the fauns. 

in the forest study the distribution, eharacter and cendition 

of the forest trees and the ground cover, 2nd the natural and arti- 

ficial influences and conditions that are responsible fer this dis- 

tribution and condition are to be considered and from the information 

thus gained it is to be determined how beat to manage the material 

@n the grounds so that Nature will be assisted in the restoration 

of a permanently good and attractive forest and ground Covers 

Any information as to the flera will have a direct bearing upen this 

study. it should be distinctly the purpose in all these eobserve- 

tions and notes on whatever lines directed, to determine as accurate- 

1¥Y aS pessible the present condition of and the present life and its 

distribution on the reservations, and the reasons for this condition 

and distribution so that a comparison may be made an the years to 

come to determine how far an intelligent effort to srlevent the des- 

truction ef Nature's work will have changed the ehareeser and prege 

ent distribution, and added to the life upon these areas, and also 
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study the directions and the reasons for any such changes that may 

may take place. , 

With all this in view it will be desirable that particulars 

like the following shall be noted in conneetion with the preparation 

ef the flora. Is a plant inereasing or decreasing in numbers ? If 

so, why ? If a plant known te have been growing in previous years 

has been exterminated, state year ef extermination and cause of same. 

How and in what year wore gdventive or introduced plants brought 

Meke note of plants found in unnatural conditions as to seil 

or situation with apparent reason fer same, 

De certain plants appear periedically with an interval of more 

one year. | 
HNete abnormal forms of any plants and their constancy, 

Hote year and season ef any fires, cuttings or clearings in 

any part of reservations and the dates when any cultivated or pas- 

ture Lands were abandoned; alse when and where home settlements 

were made and when they were abandoned, etc. ete. 

fhe value of the proposed flera and faung of the Vetropolitan 

Park Reservations will be much enhanced if reporta, notes and lists 

pertaining te the various branchers are prepared by specialists and 

if there is at the same time an understanding among the naturalists 

who assist in the undertaking that specimens and notes pertaining 

to such special work are to be sent to the individual in charge of it 

By such an arrangement the work ean be better organized for 

these assisting will be more likely to coneentrate their efforts upen 

the lines of work that they were best prepared to undertake. They 

Gan, at the same time colleet and forward specimens and notes per-_ 
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taining to the work of the specialists whieh would not ctherwise be 

collected if they could not be thus definately disposed of te ad- 

vantage. This would give general collectors an oppertuni ty to add 

to their knewledge and they would thus seauie credit for the collec- 

tion of specimens which they would net erdinarily sennne, and the 

specialists would be able te secure more assistance, more material 

and better results. Such an arrangement would also permit of 

separation and publication of such special reports for distribution 

independently of the Park Commissioner's reports if it Was deemed to 

be adviaable. 

there will be sent to all whe are to colleet specimens and 

notes the names of those who are willing to undertake such special 

work, and these specialists will be asked to prepare brief instruc- 

tions for collecting specimens to guide those who are to assist them. 

Before the season is far advanced a meeting of those who are 

directly connected with the work will be called for reports of pro- 

is, for discussion and for exchange of specimens -and notes and 

to arrange for further meetings, if it seems advisable. 

i shall be much pleased to reeeive any suggestions that will 

facilitate, or in any way improve the work proposed. 

It is hoped that it will be possible te bring telneiner enough 

information within a year to prepare a preliminary list of plants. 

Any assistance will be fully appreciated and every effort will 

be made te so eonduct the work and to secure such results that these 

taking part will secure an adequate return for the time devoted te 

the work Moria Try 

Ne I, a oa ei ; 

{ 



FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED. JOHN CHARLES OLMSTED. CHARLES ELIOT. 

OLMSTED,OLMSTED & ELIOT, 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. 

EDWARD D.BOLTON, Pu uae WARREN H.MANNING, 

Pi ING. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF CONSTRUCTION. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PLANTING 

Brook Line, Mass. 

24th September, 1894 

Mr. Merritt Lyndon Fernala, 

Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir:- From a note received from the Gray Herbarium 

some time ago I understand you are expected back about this time, 

so I am sending you a package of Compositae which I and those with 

me in the office have collected in the different reservations up to 

this time. Before very long I shall send you a set of cards upon 

which to make notes of the plants received and such others as you 

may have observed in the reservations. As soon as the collecting 

season closes We shall begin bringing together the material for a 

preliminary list. 

Yours truly, 

Woot 6 Waser sy 
J 

é 



FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED. JOHN CHARLES OLMSTED. CHARLES ELIOT. 

OLMSTED,OLMSTED & ELIOT, 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. 

WARREN H.MANNING, 
EDWARD D.BOLTON, 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PLANTING. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF CONSTRUCTION. 

BrRooKLine, Mass. 

Dec. 29, 1894, 

Mr. Meritt Lyndon Fernald, 

Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir:--I think I have not acknowledged the receipt 

of a compositae, which came during my absence in the South, I 

hope you will pardon me for not having done so. 

I am beginning te receive notes from the different 

cOllectors engaged upon the Metropolitan Flora work, and shall 

soon begin the preparation of a preliminary liste Can you tell 

me the best check-list of North American plants? I enclose ,25 

for which I would like three copies of the Check-List of the Plants 

of Gray's Manual. 

I hope you are well, and have enjoyed your Christmas, 

and that you will have a happy and prosperous New Year. 

Yours very truly. 

Was Ps L Praniiw 



FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED. JOHN CHARLES OLMSTED. CHARLES ELIOT. 

OLMSTED,OLMSTED & ELIOT, 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. 

EDWARD D.BOLTON, 

SUPERINTENDENT OF CONSTRUCTION. 
WARREN H.MANNING, 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PLANTING. 

BrRooK.Line, Mass. May 28th, 1885! 

DY. B. Lb. Robinson, 

Gray's Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir;- Mr. M. L. Fernald informs me that you would 

probably be willing to assist in the preparation of the Metropoli- 

tan flora. I had not addressed you before with reference to this 

work, because I thought that you could hardly spare the time from 

more important work to give attention to work of this character. 

I take the liberty of sending you, “under separate cover, one of 

the preliminary lists, which has been recently published, together 

with a permit for collection within the limits of the Reservation. 

If you will allow me, I: should like to inform those who are 

connected with this work that you are ready to join with them in 

furnishing information to make the final list more complete. 
o 

Yours truly, 

Ki / on Ay” Q/ 
i 0 //y / VAti.. ee il Wanna Ih. ye 

1 



FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED. JOHN CHARLES OLMSTED. CHARLES ELIOT. 

OEMSTED, OLMSTED & ELIOT, 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. 
EDWARD D.BOLTON, 

WARREN H.MANNING, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF CONSTRUCTION. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PLANTING. 

BrRooktine, Mass. 

June 6th, 1895. 

Dr. B. L. Robinson, 

Gray's Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir;- Your letter of June 8rd, acknowledging the 

Metropolitan flora notes and preliminary list, is before me. 

I am very much obliged to you for your willingness to assist in 

the work in hand so far as you may be able. Ranunculus Alleghanen- 

sis (Britadn) is an interesting find. I am very glad it happened 

to come into our Reservation. I presume that it is the plant that 

I collected under the largest of the Great Oaks, and took to be 

R. Arbortivius. 

Yours truly, 

hoe, ps 
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FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED. JOHN CHARLES OLMSTED. CHARLES ELIOT. 

OLMSTEB,OLMSTED & ELIOT, 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. 

EDWARD D.BOLTON, PU Ma eo 
WARREN H.MANNING, 

SUPERINTENDENT OF CONSTRUCTION. SUPERINTENDENT OF PLANTING. 

BrRook.ine, Mass. 

PLORA . 

early da 

o be responsible for the 

yoy also make your notes 

are ables. SO 

of the Metropoli mmiss1io °5 uking your notes kindly s:= 

supply omissions and correct ervors an 

Yours truly, 

Warren H. Manning, 
by OK. 



FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED. JOHN CHARLES OLMSTED. CHARLES ELIOT. 

OLMSTED,OLMSTED & ELIOT, N 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS: 

EDWARD D.BOLTON, WARREN H.MANNING, 

SUPERINTENDENT OF CONSTRUCTION. q SUPERINTENDENT OF PLANTING. 

Bere line MASS: wovember Slat, 1806, 

Mr. Merritt L. Fernald, 

Gray's Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir;- I am interested to know the names of the 

weeds that are referred to in your letter of the 14th. ag it is 

worth while to make a record of them in the Botanical Gazette 

or any other publication, I will give you the data, if you wish to 

publigh it, or I will do-it RV EBAL bf Hove Gt ani onl 

Probably Aster infermis in the preliminary list is a mis— 

take. At any rate, it will be omitted from the revised list until 

it. is verfied. I have been away about all the time this Fall, 

ave not been able to take up the revised list, but I expect 

to do so very soon now. When I do, you will hear from me. 

Yours truly, 

VWavuwe Vi 6 Mra } iim 



METROPOLITAN RESERVATIONS FLORA» 
4 Fa, 

(en hd Fuatl Brookline, Masse Dece 4the 189 5e 
Dear Sir;~ MreWalter, Dean will take charge of the preparation of tk 

the manuseript for the religinary list of plants to be found within 

the limits of the a It is necessary that this 

work be completed within a limite time a1 specimens and materials 

are now at Room 20, 125 Tremont St. and you are féque ted to call there 

week days between 10 aie 1 AeMeand2 and SP. Ne efore debegih to look 

Over with MreDean the specimens that you have not already exadined in the 

families assigned to youe Please also return within thie time the prem 

specimens from the reservations that you may haves  MreE.ieRa 

liminary list that you now have, with your notes and corrections and . 

awe 

assist Mrs Dean in this works 
Yours truly, 

Warren He Mannings 4 
Uv 

‘| 
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