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E. Bornet 

1871, July 7th 

Rutibes 

TRANSLATION (Original in French) 

Rutibes, July 7, 1871 

Dear Sir, 

Your correspondent, M. H, Thuret died suddenly on May 10th, several hours after 

his arrival at Nice in an apparently good state of health. He died of angina in his 

chest. I don't have to tell you how cruel this loss is for me who has lived with 

him for 25 years and how empty it has made science. I had better answer your letter 

now which you wrote on February 10th since there is nothing one can do. 

All I remember of the Yucca which you sent M. Thuret via the Smithsonian 

Institution have not arrived yet at Antibes and I don't know anything about the 

important things you mention in your letter. 

The Yucca Treculeana & aloifolia are the only ones which fruited in Antibes. 

The first species flowers between the 12th and the 15th of April and the second 

during the first part of July. During these two times the flowers are frequently 

visited by honey bees and bumble bees, but I have still to observe any Tirséide 

at the time I looked at them. 

I have tried artificäal fertilization with Yucca pendule, but without success; 

I was not surprised to see that the anthers did not contain but a small number of 

pollen grains which seemed not to be in good shape, 

I have the honor to send you through M. Decaisne and M. Asa Gray a small package 

containing branches of Cypresses cultivated in the garden of Mr. Thuret, also of 

several kinds of agaves of which I have specimens. Unfortunately, I have no flowers 

nor pods of the Agava Americana. This species never flowered once in the garden, we 

were absent and I could not make any specimens. 

We cultivated the Opuntia cylindrica for many years, but I have never seen it 

flower. I have requested from Nice some flowers in the large catalogue which you 

have sent. It appears to be out of circulation. 

With regard to Opuntia floccosa. I have only one flower cut :long to offer you. 

The plant has not flowered this year. 

The Yucca seeds which you gave Mr. Thuret have grown well; but the ones of 

Opuntia polifera Engelm. have not come out yet. 

Please give my respects to Mrs. Engelmann and my warmest greetings to you. 

Le Bornet. 
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Bornet, Ee. 

1876, July 20th 

Paris, France. 

TRANSLATION (The original letter in French) 

Paris, Quai de la Tournelle, No. 27 

20 July, 1876 

Dear Sir and colleague, 

The two volumes about the Yucca and the Agaves which you had the kindness to 

send me last winter have arrived. Overworked as I was during the last months, I did 

not have the time to confirm the receipt and to thank you. 

I have received your postcard of July lst as well as the photographic plants 

of Agave Shawii. The general view was of great interest to me. It is well carried 

out. 

I believe that the photograph alone gives good illustration, very real and exactly 

characteristic of the Agave and the Yucca. À series of photographs representing the 

species would render invaluable services to the amateurs. 

In accordance with your suggestion, I have changed in the gardens of Antibes 

and Nice the name Agave Ixtli to A. rigida. Unfortunately, it also exists in the 

Midi as Fourcroya rigida which does not seem to be a prior synonym. It is a colder 

plant with larger leaves and has a resemblance to the true Fourcroyae 

T have not seen it flower. We had two other Agaves which had an extreme resemblance to 

Ixtli (Hort. Thur.), but they are smaller. One of them is known as A. ixtliodes; 

the second as Jacquiniana. The latter one flowers in Nice; I have seen some of the 

stems in bud. 

All these things are no longer with my janitor. I have definitely left the 

institution and now live in Paris, Quaï de la Tournelle, No. 27, a few steps away 

from the Jardin des Plantes. The property of M. Thuret will be sold. What will 

become of all the beautiful things which have been compiled with such difficulties? 

One will probably just throw them at their place in the Pelargonium. (7?) 

Please accept mÿ respects for you and Mrs. Engelmann and my sincerest compliments. 

E. Bornet 
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