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Descaine, J. Prof. Rec. October 28 1842 Ans. Oct. 26 1843 

Paris, September 19, 1841 

Dear Sir, 

Mr Hering, who is in St. Louis, will be so kind as to be in charge of bringing you these letters which include 
many good wishes. During your too short stay in Paris, you encouraged me to resume our relationship; today I 
offer you this possibility. I do not hesitate to ask you to put me in contact with one or two of your friends that 
deal with Cryptomany. When asking this I realize that your medical practice does not give you many moments 
of leisure. They are principally the Lichens and the Mushrooms. The first are easy to prepare in large numbers 
and the second can also be conserved. I count on your permission to be able to enrich the herbarium of the 
Museum. This demand has no other goal than to increase a portion of our collection that was allowed to fall 
behind by our predecessors. In other words, if in your environs, you could find siliconized vegetable fossils, you 
would help Mr. Armgniare and I help science. With conscientious care my friend has made public the fossil 
végetation in the Garden of Plants, to which he adds more plants every day. In the meantime dear Sir, I would 
not make all these demands if it were not my desire to help you in some way over here. Therefore please let me 
know in what way I may be agreable to you. Also please give me the address that [ should use in New Orleans 
so that I can send you several brochures that are destined for you and in this way continue this relationship with 
you, that will always be very amiable. 

Goodbye, dear Sir, allow me to profit of this occasion to renew the assurances of my sincere attachment. 

J. Descaisne 

at the Museum of Natural History 

translator Manfred Thurmann 
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Decaisne, Prof. J. Rec. June 11, 1847 Ans. Aug. 30th, 1848 

Paris, February 26, 1847 

My Dear Mr. Engelmann, 

Our good friend Hauts has informed me that you are still studying the Cuscutees. It will give me pleasure 
to send you some blades. “Et in Arcadia ego”. Over here I have had the opportunity of studying the plants 
physiologically; my work was quite advanced and had it not been for the question in regards the formation of 
the embryo, I would already have sent it to be printed. I am forced to pospone this until next summer as I have 
to finish this important endeavour. I published in the Annals the anatomy of the parasites of the Cuscutees. I 
have been able to observe them on different plants and see their shapes change considerably to the point of 
making me think that there are several types, when I had under my eyes a single one, the C. epithymum. 

I hope you will be interested in the objects that I sent you from the Museum, described by Mr. Choisy, and that 
you will take them into consideration even though I send them in the form of pustules. 

One of my good friends, Dr. Léÿgillé, offers you together with our common acquaintance Mr. Agassiz, a 
pamphlet that was written here. You know the country side well and therefore you have been able to collect all 
the mushrooms that you wish. I must say that The Museum will profit from samples and Mr. Leocille could find 
these as publishing material. You will not see pamphlets that are not of the highest quality and that would merit 
your support.By collecting for him many mushrooms, that without doubt grow in the country where you live, 
you will help him. 

If on this side we can be helpful to you, please employ us without scruples. 

T hope that this letter will find you in good health, happy and content. 

Always at you service, 

J. Decaisne 

translator Manfred Thurmann 
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Decaisne, J. Rec. May 23 

Museum of Natural History Paris May 5, 1860 

Sir and very dear colleague, 

[have just received your three excellent and beautiful brochures on the Cacti, on the species of the gender 
Cuscuta and on the interesting Graminacee common in the United States. Please receive my profound and 
sincere thanks. 

Permit me also to profit of this occasion to remind you of the request that I made to you during your stay in 
Paris, in regards the American Cuscutacees. You know that at the Museum we actively study this family that 
not only arrived with the dessicated samples but also with their living plants that I am observing at the moment. 
In the garden we already have some American species, for example the Sicyos angulata, the Sycidium 
Liendheimeri, the Sicyosperma gracile and the Echinocystis fabacea, new species from California of which 
we recently sent seeds to Mr. Asa Gray. But we still need many more such as the Discanthera (Cyclanthera) 
difusa. Among these plants, and because of their native climate, there are some that would grow well in France. 
We would be very thankful if you would be so kind as to send us some good seeds. Also some seeds of the 
Chamaerops hystrix, as we only have one sample in the Museum, would also be welcome as also some seeds 
from the different Cacti that you grow. 

Please do me the honor, my dear colleague, of giving my regards to Mrs. Engelmann and add to these my most 
affectionate and distinguished wishes for you. 

J. Decaisne 
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Decaisne, J. Rec. October 15 Ans. October 16 

Garden of Plants Museum of Natural History Paris July 27, 1866 

My dear friend, 

I delivered to Mr. Borange, just as you asked me to do, a small box containing flowers, capsules and a few of 
the 30 samples from the herbarium at Michaux or from ours. The box had the address of the Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington- for Dr. Engelmann, St. Louis, Missouri. I hope that this Pandora’s box will have 
arrived and that it will allow you to continue your work. The solution to your doubts in regards the 
resemblance of certains species, may be resolved. I also hope that these small fragments will contribute to 
perfect the Monograph that you are preparing. 

The seeds of your Callitriche Austini or a variety thereof did not germinate. I would like to ask you for more. 
They had been planted with great care. Now that you are in the country could you please obtain for me some 
seeds of your American plants? A few years ago I requested these. In the past there were some articles in New 
York that advertised plants of the United States but it has been a few months since I have heard of them. It is 
through there intermediaries that the botanical gardens supply themselves of rustic plants from north America. 
At this time I do not know whom I should address myself too. I beg you to come to my aide, by giving me the 
address of some botanists or gardeners that would like to communicate with me weather for pay or for 
exchange. There are a certain number of American plants that I would like, for example the Symplocarpus, 
Orantium aquaticum, Prosantes, Melanthium, Zygadenus, Amianthemum, Xerophylla, Chamalium. All of 
these present with special characteristics. In regards to the grasses, I was happy to have been able to cultivate 
here the unusual type of ? Duchloe, Monanthochloe, and a multitude of other types: Caconobea, 
Caulophyllum, etc. 

This year I hope to finish the big job that I undertook with Mr.Lechaint in regards the Botanical Atlas. I 
published all the analyses of the plants that I made after having studied them with care and after having placed 
them in harmonious order. It is an enormous undertaking and it will also be my botanical testament. While 
waiting for my death please send me some seeds!. 

Mr. Weber, the specialist in Mexican Cacti, gave me signs that he had been on the Mexican expedition. I had 
hoped to receive a beautiful collection of Cacti from him however I received absolutely nothing. 

Goodbye, stay well, be happy and always receive my best wishes. 

J. Decaisne 
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Decaisne, J. Rec. August 3 Museum of Natural History 

July 23, 1868 

Dear Sir, 

Tam late in thanking you for the package of seeds from the Rocky Mountains, that you were so kind to send to 
the Museum; but if I am late, today I have the pleasure of announcing that several of them have germinated and 
permit me to study them with interest. 

Your work on the American plants has not yet arrived. Mr. Elias Durand, presently in Paris, talked to me about 
them in a very complementary way and I understand that you profited from the material that I sent you a long 
time ago via the Smithsonian Institute. 

In regards our good friend Mr. Braun, I offered him a few months ago a large book that we developed with Mr. 
Lechaint, but as of now he has not acknowledged its receipt. I hope that he had received it. 

[am finishing the Botanical-Horticultural monogram that I undertook using the dossier that I prepared with a 
number of samples of the semi wild trees from the region. I would like to be able to send this to all the major 
herbariums of Europe. One cannot imagine the variety of dossiers, not only of fruits but also of leaves and of 
plants in general. It is because of this that one can think of the value that Botanists have attached until now, to 
the specific types represented. We will talk about this during your trip to Paris. 

In the meantime, dear Sir, Mr. Braun and I send you our best greetings, 

J. Decaisne 

translator --Manfred Thurmann 

MISSOURI 
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Decaisne, J. Museum of Natural History 

Monday April 12, 1869 

My dear Engelmann, 

Because I am unable to offer you my picture in exchange of yours, which I appreciate very much, I beg you to 
accept a book, which I wish to believe, will also be a remembrance from a friend whose devotion has increased 
with time and has not let distances weaken it. 

My vows accompany you, with all my heart. 

Decaisne, J. 
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Decaisne, Prof. J. Rec. October 26 Ans. Dec. 22 

Museum of Natural History 

July 6, 1876 

Dear Mr. Engelmann, 

Your interesting notes on the Oaks, the Cacti and the Agave reached me and I hurry to send you my thanks. 
Which is that famous Agave Victoriae regiae =(Agave consideranti)? Have you seen it flowering? The plant 
has such a different aspect as compared to the other species that I would not be surprised if it did not constitute 
an individual type. 

Mr. Sargent was good enough to send me from time to time, seeds from California. Thanks to him we now own 
the Fuchsia, the Serephyllum and the Neviusia. We also received the Cissus and the Amplopsis from the 
Valley of Missouri. Please remember that anything you wish to send me wether it is seeds, plants or bushes, 
will be well received. 

I hope that you have obtained some good clumps of grass or perhaps have made new discoveries in North 
Carolina and in Virginia. I understand the vivid interest that you have in comparing the vegetation from the 
Valley of Missouri with the one of the mountains. 

Here are some pretty samples of Cicendia (Eryth.) Candollei from the forest of Senard. They come from the 
same hands as those that you already posses, therefore I am sure they will give you pleasure. 

would like to send you some pamphlets about myself, but I do not know how. Do you have a correspondent in 
Europe to who I can remit what is for you? The Bossange Concern no longer wants to be in charge of scientific 
commissions for the United States. On the other hand it seems that the transportation expenses are enormous 
for small packages. This is my problem. 

Please receive my congratulations in regards to your son, who is succeeding you in the practice of Medicine. 
This will give much more time that you will employ for the advancement of science. 

Goodbye dear Mr. Engelmann, continue being well, be happy and think occasionally of your friend, 

J. Decaisne 
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Prof. J. Decaisne Museum of Natural History 

Rec.Feb.16 Ans. April 11 Paris, January 29, 1880 

Dear Mr. Engelmann, 

Conforming to your recommendations, I sent through Mr. Westermann Broadway in New York, a package of 
books that I beg you accept as testimony of our old friendship. It has been one half century since we have 
known each other, because it was your Memoir of the year 1832 that acquainted us. Actually we are now part of 
the old guard in the army of botanists. 

The newspapers may have acquainted you with the disaster caused by the extraordinary cold weather of -25 
degrees, exactly as in Moscow. Most of our bushes froze. I had to rebuild my garden from the beginning. This 
was s0 difficult and I did not know which plants were missing. Nothing was left. AIl the rose bushes which we 
were so proud of, froze, as did also the trees. The same happened to the fruit trees. The small nurseries were 
devastated. It looked like the countryside had been burned. At this time the terrible cold of -25 degrees 1s 
succeeded by -13 degrees C. I do not know when this will pass. The believers in acclimatization are being 
proved wrong, unfortunately those that do not believe in it, of whom I am one, are suffering even more. 

I believe I called your attention a few years ago, to the sterility of most of the Yucca cultivated in our gardens; 
the antennae are mostly white and very hard. Have you noticed something similar in your garden? The pollen in 
the loculi of the antennae is totally absent, they contain not a single grain. 

Ï thank you infinitely for the pieces of Vitis monticola and the stones of the ? Drunus texana, that you sent me. 
After what I have just told you about our horticultural disaster, you understand why I sincerely appreciate all the 
seeds that you can dispose of. We grew the Catalpa speciosa; but does it still live? I don’t dare confirm this. 

The Catalpa syringaefolia had its young branches frozen. It was surrounded, like the Catalpa speciosa by a 
meter of snow. Perhaps it will survive until the spring. The older trees are practically dead; the same happened 
to the Siliquastrum. All the trees and bushes from California are dead: Taxodium, Sequoia, Sinum, Riben. The 

Cupresus Lawsoniana seem to have resisted and remain among others totally destroyed. I apologize for having 

told vou at such length of my miseries but you understand my despondence, as you yourself are interested in 
gardens. 

Goodbye, my dear Engelmann, stay well and continue being as happy as we would like to be here. 

I remain as always your good friend. 

J. Decaisne 
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