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Berlin W, Kurfuerstenstr. 66 

Nov. 23, 1879 

Hiehly Honored Doctor! 

I have the honor to send you herewith the document in regard to your beine 

nominated as an honorary member of the "Botanischer Verein der Provinz Brandenburg." 

I am taking this opportunity, trusting in your kindness to ask a special favor 

of you. I have worked up the Lythraceae for the Flora Brasiliensis (Fasc.73, 1877) 

and since then have occupied myself to bring to a close a monograph of the whole 

family. In this I have remained uncertain regarding a number of the North-American 

species or, to express myself more correctly, the defiming of these species has 

become entirely clear to me, not however the views of the North-American florists 

regarding the same matter. Namely, I had the good fortune to find still very 

characteristic features in the flowers of many Lythrum species, which up to the 

present have been entirely overlooked. The neglect of these characteristics by the 

North-American florists, namely by Torrey, Gray and Watson, has led to the combination 

of many species, which I find it necessary to regard as being sharp and easy to 

separate. With this difference in the views of both sides, I do not find it possible 

to completely bring the synonymity in the clear, because I do not have the authentic 

apecinins of the different forms defined by these researchers, 

I ie the liberty therefor to ask you to support me with your advice as to how 

I can procure authentic material of the species more closely described below; with 

the name of each variety I will add what I need of the respective species, in order 

to get into the clear about them. It is in regard to: 

1) Cuphea aspera Chapman; fragment with flower and some leaves, also a few seeds, 

2) Silene axillaris Leavenw., 1 single flower. The species should be =Cuphea 

viscosissima, 

3) Ammannia latifolia - of all forms which, according to Gray and Watson, belong 

here, 1 leaf and a small axillare inflorescence with its inflorescence stem. 

4) Amm. humilis, of var. Ba flower and a leaf; and also of the same species, as 

far as they were collected in Oregon, the same parts. 
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5) Amm. dentifera A. Gray, pl. Wrishtianae 1063, a small fragment with bud, 

open flower, fruit springing up and some leaves, 

6) Cuphea Wrightii A. Gray, pl. Wrieht. 1064, a pair of leaves with flower. 

7) Lythrum alatum; of all forms, or of each individual variety which Asa Gray 

has established in this species, a flower and a complete leaf, resp. a small 

fragment with these parts. - I lay great weicht on these varieties, because I could 

form no certain opinion of scarcely any of them and am firmly convinced, that here 

probably easily distinguishable species have been thrown together. With it I have 

throughout no inclination to particularly nasrrow limitations of species, but other- 

wise I am fully prepared to undertake combinations, where formerly varieties were 

separated, 

8) Lythrum californicum (Torr. et Gray, Watson) here it appears to me two different 

ones have been described under the same name, 

9) Lythrum breviflorum Watson, appears to me to be similar to L, ovalifolium 

Engelm. (which I consider a good species, ) 

10) Ammannia samosior Michaux (non L.), a flower and 1 leaf of an authentic 

specimen, 

11) Ammannia vamosa Hill, should be, according to Watson = Am. humilis Michx: 

1 flower with leaf, 

Perhaps you are in possession of some of these authentic varieties and inclined 

to let some of the requested specimens come to me;I can of course not conceal to 

myself that I am putting you to a lot of trouble. It would be a great help to me 

if I could receive 1 flower and 1 leaf of all of the Lindheimer Lythraceae as also 

of all of the Wrisht Lythraceae, collected on the American mainland, together with 

the respective collection -number and the Asa Gray names. As I may assume, you 

probably are in possession of these collections, 
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„Yu 

In the hope that you will not be offended by my unabashed request, but will 

erant its accomplishment, and that I may be able to thank you for the substantial 

furtherance of my work, I am, highly honored Doctor, 

In hirhest esteem, 

Your devoted, 

EB, Koehne. 
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