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Neosho, Mo, October 22, 1881 

Your world renown as a botanist prompts me to ask your good advice in the 

following matter:- 

A Societe d' Agriculture of the Dep. de Härault desires to ohtain vines of 

Vitis Monticola and therefor, among other things, (or matters) has turned to me. 

Since this species is known to me only by name, I would like to have your 

kind reply to the following questions: 

1. Is V, Monticola really a separate, that is a tenth, species of American 

Grapes?? 

2. Where does it grow wild? 

3. Can you recommend someone to me who could furnish specimens and under 

circumstances also deliver large quantities of them? 

The letter in reference thereto cites "Buckley - Proceedines of the academy 

of natural science of Philadelphia. 1861 pare 450, - 

Together with this letter I am sendinge you the February issue of "La Viene 

Americaine" and take the liberty to call your attention to an article by 

Prof. Planchon, page 42. 

In the event that also for you, as well as for Messrs. Planchon & Millardet, 

this question has not yet been answered, I take the liberty to call your attention 

to the following facts. 

Already three years ago, and again last winter I obtained from northwestern 

Texas cuttings of V. Rupestris,. 

Among the plants grown from these cuttings, three years ago were found and 

now are found, a number (over 1°/°) which appear to have resulted from an acci- 

dental crossing of V. Rupestris with V, Candicans. 
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I know that there are Mustang-erapes, which are white, 

My deceased friend, Mr. Jacob Boll in Dallas made s very pleasine wine 

from them, and nothing is more probable than, from a crossine of such Candicans 

with Rupestris, grapes have resulted which are of medium size, white and well- 

tasting. (see V.A.) 

The Rupestris can easily be crossed with Cordifolia, Aestivalis, Riperia, 

I know from experiments I have made, as well as from wild grapes in the southwest, 

which distinctly prove such hybridization. 

Enclosed herewith are leaves of Rupestris; Candicans from the region of 

Dallas, and what I consider is a hybrid of these two, 

I would be very much obliged to you for an answer to this and will be elad 

to be of return-services to you, 

Asking for your kind returning of the V.A. I am 

Respectfully yours, 

Hermann Jaeger. 
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Neosho Mo, Nov. 14, 1881 

Dear Sir! 

In reply to your letter of 8th instant I am enclosing herewith seed of 

Riparia Ind. Terr. which is in hulls Riparia vera; the shelled from what I 

regard as Rip.& Rup. Since (as you wrote) you are not familiar with hybrid- 

ized wild grapes, I surmise that individual leaves do not easily convince you, 

You at least admit the possibility of such crosses and therefor I do not doubt 

that I can convince you this summer of my opinion by observation. 

In the meantime only a few observations. "No. 1, simply appears to be 

Cordif.'"' However I have grown them with best results for 3 years from cuttings, 

whereas it is almost impossible to root Cordifol, from uplands as well as bottoms, 

which I learned in great measure to my detriment. Furthermore the color of the 

leaves and the fruit prove a X with Rupestris. 

The rootine of cuttings, according to my experience is always either easy 

or difficult in the same species and consider this as a certain guide, 

No. 2 Is 35 m distant from every Riparia, whereas all conditions for a 

crossing with Cord. are present and the fruit also points to this, 

No. 5 Pure Rupestris are never as lobed, also the tendrils and wood point 

to Aest. 
5 

(the rest of page/is cut off. What does writing on upper part or page h 

pertain to?) 
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Neosho, Mo. Nov. 29, 1881 

Dear Sir! 

I take the liberty to send you the enclosed letter from Mr, Mensebach, 

for whose address I am thankful to you, 

Buckley claims to have found his white and red Monticolas in Burnet, 

Hayes and Bell counties; that is 30-60 M, east of Mr. Von Bilestachte 

residence. Do you believe that Mr. M, like Buckley are in error regarding 

the white Monticolas? Since you probably know the gentleman, you can with 

some certainty judge the matter, I would very much appreciate your criticism 

of Mr, Melgsbach'e letter. Is it possible that (as Mr. M. maintains) all 

Monticolas are bi-sexual, that is, are fruitful? This would be the only 

native species of erapes known to me, with which this is the case, 

If you wish I can send you a rooted vine of. . . „ hybrid Card. 

X Rup., also cuttings of other wild, hybrid grapes. 

Respectfully vour devoted 

Hermann Jaerer 

9 10 MIıSSOURI 

. BOTANICAL 
copyrightreserveed , GARDEN 



AA 31 Seoaha. ME Samrts, 1888 
FI Yıkı /7 

ZEN 
Re EIER = ER EIS > u 1 

SE ae 

BD RZ a /” 
HE ÄN IR, ee 

Ra BEER: EEE —— BEE: as 

OURI 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

cm copyright reserved . 



0 L 2 3 4 56 7 8 9 10 

cm 



9 10 
copyright reserved 

% 
MISSOURI 

BOTANICAL 

GARDEN 



an EEE EEE BE KEIN PER Era % 

7 8 9 10 MIıSSOURI 

ä BOTANICAL 
copyrightreserveed . GAaRDEN 



Neosho, Mo. Jan. 28, 1882 

Dear Sir! 

I have not answered your esteemed favor of the 9th ultimo sooner because 

I have been busy almost beyond capability with orders for cuttings and have 

to spend most of the time in Ind. Terr. The collecting of these in these wild, 

remote places is truly no pleasure. 

As soon as I have time I will send you the desired vines. Also in summer 

the specimens of sundry hybrids; however hardly of old ones, because many are 

too far away. Of V, Lincecunaii I will send you a seedling. I also consider 

the grape as a Aestivalis; however different from the native ones, which are of 

the Norton type. If it grows from cuttings I do not know. Rupestris are more 

hardy than any other species. Even those received from Ft. Worth endure every 

winter here. Also the Monticola there seem to be hardy here, but I am not ready 

to assert this positively. 

Candicans has to be covered. Unfortunately Mr. Meusebach cannot deliver 

any to me this season; but promises to do it next year. Three weeks ago he 

sent me 1500 cuttings, blue ones per express; but they have not yet arrived. 

Yesterday I sent a telegram regarding them, 

Will send you bearine Mustangs. 

Respectfully, 

Hermann Jaeger 

MISSOURI 

i BOTANICAL 
copyright reserved U GARDEN 



Ar Lehr YYEosho OS pr PerLLE 

SORR en 

oe 

en 

ur 

N 

er 

2 FE E- 
Megrelach 

NN N 
NG® 

N 
Ei 

Missourg © Ner, B 

Er 9 S
r nn 

> Pi DR. DALE 

76, LE
 

KOT. 

=uR RER 
len. ee, 5 AR 7 2 

EA 

Rs ER [05 me at: rn NY 
MIıSSOURI 

BOTANICAL 
copyrightreserveed , GaAaRDEN 



MISSOURI BoT- 

GEORGE ENGE! 

R Ne ° 

T- F = 
. te 

N, 

02 — F8 + 

3 7 I 

17 

> 
= = rd 

m 

: va 
7 . 

BER £ €: 

X RE7: um a 
Br ha RG De Ä 



Ye 

N — uam nnnenunenen me ern — 

7 1) 10 

copyright reserved 

% 
MISSOURI 

BOTANICAL 

GARDEN 



I EEE EEE 
7 8 9 10 MISSOURI 

‚ BOTANICAL 
copyrightreserveed . GARDEN 



Neosho, Mo. Febr. 12, 1882 

Dr, Engelmann 

St. Louis 

Dear Sir! 

I had to make a special trip home from Ind, Terr. (where I am collecting 

Riparias) to receive and forward the finally arrived Box of Monticola cuttings 

from Mr, Meusebach, - 

Upon opening it I find (packed in manure) a heap of 2, 3, yes 4 year old 

grape-wood and scarcely‘300(instead of 1500) actual cuttings of last years 

growth, Of these 300 a large part is edged instead of round, so that I am 

afraid they are Cinereas,- 

I cannot understand this shipment from a man whose letters reveal educa- 

tion and professional knowledge. 

I have sent translations of Mr, “b, letters to France, These have 

aroused overly great expectations and now this disappointment}! 

By mail I am sending you some of the few actual cuttings and would like 

to know what you think of them? Have also written to Mr. M, to send me 1200 

actual cuttings instead of the 1200 of old grape-wood, however I must confess 

that I have lost all confidence, - 

Tomorrow I will again leave, Please send your answer to the enclosed 

address, 

Respectfully, your 

Hermann Jaeger. 

INN 
0 1 MIıSSOURI 

. BOTANICAL 
cm copyrightreserveed , GARDEN 



Herd 2 ee | each BEA BG SIR, 

in. 

2 EN Er 

> ar a 4 DR, 

1,0% ERE RE otcle! 

| wol G Ge. 

35 s & Erz 

ca 
ne 

Te 2) Arır Iwan, 

w: 2 4 IE IPPE = 

= ER 774 

Da er ERENN DL 

8 9 10 MISSOURI 

i BOTANICAL 
copyrightreserveed . GARDEN 



a 

VOAMS-Ls ’ 

9. EBD IM GH ach 

DEE > sr Rr , 

20 4242 ah ZI Bere Fr 

rer, ern ER 
= 

207 2. _&- 

ze" DE ) 72 C 

IR LRETES BER N 
8 MEZ Z RE 

SG FR GE IE, 

Hama faban Pr Se 

2 9 10 MIıSSOURI 

, BOTANICAL 
copyright reserved UOGARDEN 



 FAEEETZF 
ee OAGIEL, 

Polen (g: E EOIBED 
I 0 Bu > 
a, ® 

FACE. E27 EWR % Page) 

II | u nd RER ii 

2.3 4 5.6 7 8 9 10 

copyright reserved . 



I a ER RE HE KEN % 
7 8 9 10 MISSOURI 

- BOTANICAL 
copyrightreserveed . GAaRDEN 



Neosho, Mo. March 19, 1882 

Geo, Engelmann Esq, 

Dear Sir! 

I am sending you by mail a package containing: 

Cuttings of V, Cordifolia 

" " V, Candicans 

" '' hybrid Rupestr, X Aestiv. 

A "1 LA Rupest, X Cordif. 

Rooting " m Cordif, X Rupest, 

" ' Rupestris fruitful 

" " VW, Lincecumii from seed, 

” " V, Champinii 

The last one is, as you will see from the herewith following No, of V,A, 

(the return of which I would appreciate), nothing other than the grape vine 

which I received from West-Texas with Rupestris, of which I sent you some 

leaves in summer with the remark, they appear to me to be a crossing between 

Rup. X Candicans, 

At any rate Mr. Foese is in error when he maintains (p.21) that there are 

no Aestivalis with large berries, The No, 1, 20 & 22 which he cites are pure, 

wild Aestivalis from this county and the original=vines were already old, before 

a Labrusca was planted here, also their seedlings show no trace of such hybrid- 

ization, Large-berried Aestivalis anyway are not at all infrequent; but mostly 

(however not always) of inferior quality to the small ones, 

That some of these (northerly) Aestivalis have a peculiar aroma and small 

berries, is correct, However this aroma is fundamentally different from foryness 

and in some varieties (e,g. Racine & No. 42) really delicate and similar to Vanilla. 
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I know well that I am not a botanist, and would never permit myself to 

contradict authorities like Mr. Foese, if I had not made just these grape 

species the object of my observations and experiments for 17 years, 

The grape of V, Rupestris has particularly large berries and would make 

its planting for the sake of its fruit not entirely worthless, 

Respectfully greeting, 

Hermann Jaeger, 
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Neosho, Mo. Febr. 13, 1883 

Dear Sir! 

Many thanks for your esteemed favor of the 30th ultimo and the two copies 

of the "Journal d'Agric. Pract." These have far more interest for me than you 

could surmise, 

I would have answered sooner, however I wanted to send along the already 

mentioned article, which I wrote on December 22nd for the V, Am, 

This I have now received yesterday, but my letter must have arrived too 

late to appear in the Jan, issue, 

In it a very simple fact is mentioned, which easily explains the hybrid- 

ization of also such species whose normal blooming period lies far apart, and 

at any rate is the reason why hybrids of Rupestris occur comparatively so often. 

If Mr, Nillardet had been familiar with them, the effort would have been 

spared him to pull in by the hair the actual and imaginary reasons for the pro- 

longation of the blooming time of the named stock, 

As it now appears the so-called Aestivalis Jaeger should forcibly be made 

hybrids from Candicans, after they were unsuccessful in establishing Labrusen- 

blood. 
If anywhere, I may permit myself a personal opinion in the matter. Also 

this question is very close to me personally, I want to bring clarity in the 

matter for me and my French business friends, It would lead too far for me to 

go into details here, because the correspondence I have had and my observations 

would fill a book. The following will in the meantime suffice for you, as the 

result of my research: 

"Post Oak, Aestivalis Jaeger and the following cultivated varieties: Norton, 

Cynthiana, Hermann, white Hermann, wh. Norton and Giantleaf (Riesenblatt), represent 

Ai 

not only a species, but even one and the same 'type’"'. Most probably this type also 

KT 
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is what the Botanists Labrusca from Louis assume, at any rate I am assured by 

an educated and intelligent wine-grower from Baton Rouge, who knows the Aestivalis 

Jaeger well, that there, some very similar wild grapes occur, Personally 

for over a year I am convinced of the above mentioned fact. However since I am 

not a botanist, I could not presume, without the clearest proofs, to place my 

opinion against yours or that of the French botanists. Such proofs I flatter 

myself now to posess in sufficient quantity, to even convince Mr, Millardet and, 

as soon as I find time, I will write down my views about the Wild-grapes in 

general and about the Aestivalis in particular, for the V, Americaine. I know 

very well, that the same observations made by you or Mr. Millardet, would be 

infinitely more valuable. However, since there seems to be very little possibility 

that a competent botanist will soon make a thorough search for grape-vines in the 

Southwest, as I have done, I flatter myself that at least a relative value will be 

placed on the opinions of an ordinary grape-grower, 

Our Cordifolias have the same taste as yours. Our Riparias have a similar 

one, however a much less unpleasant flavor, which also shows itself clearly in 

one of Greins' white, even Mo, Riesling, Rupestris and Cinerea are without after- 

taste, Aestivalis partly the same, but partly of more or less strong and very 

different flavor, which is pretty well described by Mr. Millardet. With some 

imagination one can find also a Muscatel and Fox flavor, which so often happens. 

It probably is a fact that the Aestivalis Jaeger, which probably too soon were 

given to the public by Mr. Fr. Münch, were praised above what they deserved, We 

well know the youthful enthusiasm, of which this dear man was fortunate to have 

enough to last him into old age. Herewith enclosed seeds will no doubt be 

welcome to you, 

What do you think of the assertion by Mr. Mill (which he promises to verify 

later on) that the so-called southern Aestivalis are hybrids of Cinerea and 

Aestivalis and occasionally Vinifera? At any rate the gentleman is in error 

when he asserts that similar grapes occur here wild (in the center of the Union), 
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Throughout here there exists no other type of Aestivalis that the one represented 

by the socalled Aest, Jaeger, and if these were not Aestivalis, pure Aestivalis, 

then there are none at all. I have concerned myself pretty much regarding the 

origin of these grapes and among other things have corresponded about it with 

Mr. Onderdonk in southern Texas, He believes that these have their home in 

Georgia (where Herbemont should be found wild), however he could not convince me 

of this and did not pursue the matter further, because all of these varieties are 

of no practical value here. 

A1l along I have been inclined to surmise Vinifera-blood in them and assess 

the quality of the Cinerea so high, that it would not surprise me if they or also 

Aestivalis (which also must occur in Virginia) with Vinifera are the parents of 

these grapes. At any rate the "Proof" of Mr, Mill. will be of great interest to 

me. None of these varieties are "hardy'' here. However Rulander if considerably 

more hardy than Herbemont and must also (accepting Mr. M's, assertion as correct) 

according to its entire appearance, have much more Cinerea or Aestivalis-blood 

than Herbemont. Your judgement regarding this would be very interesting to me, 

I would be very glad to receive your Journal d' Agric. Pratq., until I can 

get to writing the treatise which I have in mind. However if you wish I will 

return it to you at once, 

I intended writing just a short letter but it did get long, hopefully not 

also boring, 

Respectfully, Your 

Hermann Jaeger, 

N.B. All Aest. Jaeger and Lincecumii have woolly leaves and tendrils of 

various nuances as long as they are young in Spring. The mature leaf and wood 

however is as good as the still undeveloped, entirely similar to the Norton etc. 
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Neosho, Mo. Feb. 19, 1883 

Dear Sir! 

I have just received your letter of the 15th. Rupestris, which cannot 

climb well and seems to be tasty to the animals, is constantly eaten off (that 

is the tender sprouts) and therefor is crowded out by the colonization. These 

eaten-off stumps continually produce flowers from the young (this years) wood, So 

that its actual flowering period scarcely has an end, whereas the normal period 

begins early and does not last long. 

I have seen many Rupestris canes in full bloom in August. Ate good grapes 

at the end of October, whereas the normal ripening here is at the end of July. 

Today, when cutting grapes, I found 2 berries of Rupestris which had dried, but 

still tasted very good. I believe I have already written you the above, and also 

that this eating-off of the vines is the reason for your opinion that by nature 

the Rupestris is a dwarf growth, 

I do not name anything Aestivalis (Jaeger). However for the past 16 years 

I have endeavored to find the best wild Aestivalis and to raise seedlings from 

these. Also from the beginning I have opposed the mistaken opinion that old 

Aestivalis have small berries, Because of this I have just sent to France 

(mostly for their quality) a number of large Aestivalis, together with many middle- 

sized and small ones. Now there are certain fables, which are drummed into us, 

not only as religion but even as science, To these belongs the dogma that there 

is no large Aestivalis and the other dogma that no Aestivalis has a peculiar taste, 

Nevertheless both qualities are found in many of the Aestivalis which stem from me. 

Therefor Mr. Foese wanted to find Labrusca-blood in them and, since he did not 

accomplish this, it will be tried with Mustang. The whole question could easily 

be solved if one could finally forget the old erroneous ideas. The seeds of the 

local Aestivalis and those from Texas, as well as their fruit, vary greatly; much 

more than the other species. Contours of the leaf also. The appearance and 

structure of the leaves and particularly of the wood is however consistently the 

same as with all other species, 
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The Texas Post Oak grape or V, Lincecumii is identical with our Aestivalis, 

(naturally I mean as species, not as variety; I have never seen 2 completely 

identical wild Aestivalis) and grows throughout not only on sand; also produces 

leaves, where it has something to produce leaves,- The small amount of felt, which 

remains on fully-matured leaves of Aestivalis, is also rust-colored here; also with 

Norton, Hermann, wh, Norton, etc. 

Respectfully 

H. Jaeger. 

P.S. In the area of Texas from which I obtained the "Vigne Champin', this 

is called running sandbeach and Rupestris bushy Sandbeach., Other than the 

Rupestris-hybrids I have seen only 2 wild grapes, of which I am certain that they 

are crossbreeds. These 2 grew from seed of wild Aestivalis and are crossed with 

Cordifolia. I sent you leaves at the time, which however did not convince you. 

I do not doubt that you agreed with me, upon observation of the whole vine and fruit. 

Balsigers white Norton has much of the rust-colored felt on the under-side of 

the leaf, like all pure Aestivalis. It isan accidental seedling which my friend 

Balsiger found in the vineyard and probably resulted from a cross between Norton 

with Concord. One of the few grapes which I consider profitable here, - Eh 

designated the so-called southern Aest, as practically worthless, then this is 

from the standpoint of the wine-grower, with whom finally the "nrofit'' must decide, 

Now and then they also bring in a nice return here and I will always cultivate some 

as a hobby. If such grapes exist somewhere in the Union as native species, then 

I cannot understand that they do not receive the greatest consideration since long 

ago. It seems certain that Herbt was found wild in Georgia or as an accidental 

seedling by a man of that name, probably Frenchman who probably had Viniferas. 

A crossing with Aestivalis there would nevertheless not be entirely impossible, 

EN 
Do you know that in Texas a seedling 08, Bp,___ Ere® of the size of Catawba; the 

Harwood? 
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Neosho, Mo. May 20, 1883 

Mr. Geo. Enrelmann 

3003 Locust St. 
St. Louis 

Dear Sir! 

I have received vour favor of the 1th. Tomorrow I will send you the books 

by mail with another one which please return after inspection, 

Unfortunately I could not yet spare a day for the desired reply and therefor 

have copied the most necessary passages from Mr. Millardets treatise. 

I have never as yet found a wild grape which I would like to designate with 

certainty as Aest. - Cord. On the other hand 2 such have grown for me from seed 

of wild Aestivalis. They do not start from cuttings. The Cord. hybr. of which 

this is reported are Cordifolia X Rupestr. and this is easily explainable, - 

I have also not only heard from Mr. Meusebach, but from various other sources 

that there are white Monticolas. However, in such matters I can only be convinced 

by seeing, or the confirmation of a critical observer. According to the experiences 

I have made with Mr. Meusebach, I must be mistaken if the same is such a one. You 

can hardly believe what disappointments my earlier credulity has caused me in such 

matters. White Monticolas, which I received 6 weeks ago from Bernardo Prairie, 

at any rate are Mustanges. 

According to the assurances of a great number of reliable people, the white 

Aestivalis must occur here quite often. 

I have however not yet received any proof, in srite of the fact that for 

12 years I have offered $10.- to everyone, 

A root of white Monticolus has been promised me with cert»intv for this Sprinp. 

We will see . 

From 2 places I have again received Monticola wood (not white), I doubt very 

much that in quality Monticola equals the "best'!' Rupestris, Of the latter I am 

starting to plant quite a few for wine, and hope that in time they will bringe 

better blood and new life in the American wine culture. 

Respectfully creeting you, 

Hermann Jaeger. 

N.B. Is V, Rubra, which Mr. Eggert found, a new species or a new type of Riparia? 
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Neosho, Mo. July 27, 1883 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your esteemed favor of June 22 from N.Y. and I am sorry 

that you were not at home when the green-Texas grapevines arrived. Yesterday, 

from the same place near Denison, Red River bottom, I received grapes and sprouts 

of V. Riparia, V. Candicans and hybrids of both. These were lying for a long time 

at the Express office in great heat and were very mouldy, so that I can only send 

you seed and a few fragments of the hybrid-leaves, as also a small "bunch" of 

berries of the 3 varieties, 

The enclosed seeds Ripland are from a single one, which are following with 

the leaves of various grape vines, My friend asserts that within a radius of 

200 y. he found probably a dozen of such Hybrid-grapes, With the shipment I am 

sending leaves dried by myself of one in this vicinity orieinatine hybr. Cand- 

Riparia, which I have had growing here, Furthermore leaves of several varieties 

of the so-called "Vigne Champin", which I received from Ft. Worth, and of which 

I sent you rootings. 

To me these hybr. Riparia-Candicans appear just as definitely distinct as 

the Vignes Champin or the Riparia-Rupestris from Grand River. Of course probably 

most of these grapes are only seedlings of such cross-breeds which resemble one 

or the other species more closely. 

I have read with interest your description of V, Palmata. I do not believe 

the grape exists in the region which I have searched throush, at any rate not in 

this area. 

Respectfully ereeting, 

Hermann Jaeger, 
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