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tions can thns be obtained by* each State desiring the Madmens fiu a^icultural 
colleges or State cabinets. I^ 

In the collection of native birds the specimenfvttre labekm to sncf#at’a giance^whicli 
are the friends of the farmer by destroying injurious insects, or which are the enemies 
that prey upon his crops. The plates of insects are especially designed to show such 
insects as are destructive to vegetation, so that the farmer or fruit grower may recog¬ 
nize them at a glance. Then, by referring to a manuscript work by Professor Glover, 
the entomologist of the Department, he can immediately learn all that is known of 
their habits, and the best means to exterminate them. All inquiries relative to noxious 
insects of the farm made by agriculturists or others desiring such information can be 
readily answered and the best known remedies recommended. 

In the cases devoted to the animal and veget^^e fibers they are shown in all their 
stages, from the seed to the manufactured articles, or from the raw material as in the 
case of wool, to the various fabrics made frofniBpF 

The collection of domestic poultry shows typ^pecimens of such as are recommended 
as best for market, laying eggs, or for any particular purpose. The design of the 
economic collection of flours manufactured from cereals, dye-stuffs, gums, oils, &c., is 
to show what can be made from various native materials, or to suggest the various 
products imported from abroad that should be grown in this country. 

HORTICULTURE. 2>- 
bo the This consists of an experimental garden with the arloretum, and is devoted 

introduction of new and valuable and promising plants, shrubs, and trees, native and 
foreign, suitable to the various sections of the Union. What is known as the Botani¬ 
cal Garden has no connection with this division or the Department. 

WHAT IT HAS ACCOMPLISHED. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what has the Department accomplished? 'Since the claims of 
agriculture have been recognized and fostered by Government, the excellence and 
variety of its machinery and implements have surpassed those of all other nations. 

In 1847 the number of agricultural patents granted was but 47; in 1863 it had in¬ 
creased to 390; in 1865 to 642; in 1866 to 1,778; and for each of the . last two years it 
has reached nearly 2,000. These improvements are rapidly revolutionizing the agri¬ 
culture of the West, and reducing to the lowest point ever attained the proportion of 
manual labor employed in the operations of farming, saving at least fifty per cent, of 
the manual labor required in agricultural pursuits. 

Under its present able head the Department has distributed the last year nearly six 
hundred thousand packages of seed, including upward of thirty thousand sacks of 
winter wheat imported by the Commissioner, besides new varieties of oats and other 
cereals, which have been sent into every congressional district in the Union; thus 
affording at once a more general diffusion of new and valuable kinds of grain than 
would or could be done by private enterprise in many years. As the result of this dis¬ 
tribution of seed by the Department from yea^o year, there are now raised hundreds 
of thousands of bushels of oats, incomparably Superior to the old varieties, and in many 
instances nearly doubling the crop. And so ofibhe increased quantity and superior 
quality of the wheat in many of the States. The same might be said of several of our 
other products. This increase has contributed millions to the wealth of the country, | 
and alone establishes the utility and great benefits resulting from this Department. 

It is said that he who makes two blades of grass grow where one did before is a pub- : 
lie benefactor. This Department has done this, and more, in many varieties of agri¬ 
cultural products. It has established relations with organized associations for agricul¬ 
tural improvements, whether governmental or otherwise, making exchanges of seed&g 
plants, and publications. Through an extended correspondence with foreign societies^ 
and our consuls abroad it is searching the world for new and valuable plants^#! 
acclimatize, new varieties of cereals to test, and, when found valuable, to difetribu^' 
thus finding and introducing into our agriculture the valuable products of all countries 
suitable and profitable for our cultivation. 

Agriculture is the great civilizer of the world. Its improvements and advancement# 
mark national as well as individual progress. Whatever will add to its success, furnish 
it with valuable inventions and discoveries, are so many steps5 toward accomplishing 
the highest forms of civilization and human happiness. In this country, wit, its brjsad 
and fertile acres, the cultivator of the soil is generally its owner. So large a p~ono:cjhon 
of our population being engaged in this pursuit it must ever be a leading ccupatfon. 
The great extent of our country and its capabilities make it necessary that tliere/shall 
always be a great diversity of agricultural labor. - To give direction to this diversified 
agriculture is one great purpose of the Department, and it will be able to lead tlie way 
in processes of culture, as well as selection of products and their varieties, in ti e dif¬ 
ferent localities, and thus enabling farmers to give attention to that culture which 
promises and secures the best results and rewards. 
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Another thing-: Agricultural colleges, under the liberal land grants of Congress, are 
being established in different States, under State control. This Department, as a com¬ 
mon head, can and will furnish great assistance in the farm education proposed in these 
colleges. 

Like the Bureau of Education, but recently .established to concentrate statistics and 
lead and give information and direction to educational interests in the States, this 
Department will be able to give tbe same, anxd perhaps much greater, facilities in the 
direction of agricultural education among the people. 

! PUBLIC LANDS. 

Intimately connected with this subject is the land policy of the Government, about 
wThich I desire to make a few additi<||M remarks. In the early days of the Republic 
our public lands were regarded as ^ s<fnrce of revenue. It was expected from their 
sale to pay a large proportion of the e^enses of the Government; but in later days it 
was found that, with expense of survey and sale, these expectations were not realized, 
and a new policy was adopted, and large quantities of the public domain have been 
used in constructing railroads, endowing colleges, rewarding military services, and. 
stimulating immigration by giving homesteads to all persons who will live on and 
improve them. 

In this way this heritage of the people has largely contributed to the material devel¬ 
opment of our country. These grants have not always been wisely made, and in many 
respects have no doubt been great outrages upon the rights of the people. The future 
policy of the Government should be to so provide by legislation that our public lands 
should be preserved for actual settlers, and thereby furnish free homes to the landless. 
Concentration of large quantities in the hands of monopolists and speculators is the 
great curse of most of the Western States, and has and does impede agricultural im¬ 
provement and development. 

Of our public lands about seventy-eight million acres have been granted for schools 
and colleges, over ten millions of which have been given to agricultural colleges. Two 
hundred million acres have been appropriated and given to build railroads and other 
improvements. About seventy-three million acres have been given to our soldiers, 
their widows and children. The Government still owns about a thousand million acres. 
This vast domain as fast as it is surveyed is open to settlement under our homestead 
laws, which give every man or unmarried woman one hundred and sixty acres for the 
cost of survey and entry, upon living upon and improving the same for the time lim¬ 
ited, which is five years, except a soldier, who, under the bill passed by the House, is 
allowed to count three years of his term of service in the Army, or whatever term 
under that period he has served, as part of the five years’ residence. 

In the year 1869, about two and a half million acres were given to homestead and 
preemption settlers. In the same year about eight million acres were converted from 
wild lands into farms, making some sixty thousand farms. We now have over six 
million real-estate, owners, being one in about every six of our population, and nearly 
one-half of our whole population areengaged in the pursuit of agriculture. 

The whole landed property of E^jfcd is now owned by thirty thousand persons, 
making one in every six liundred^ma fifty of its population. One-half of its soil is 
now owned by about one hundred and fifty persons. Nineteen and a half million 
acres in Scotland are owned by twelve proprietors. In this country this extensive 
ownership of the soil, the sense of proprietorship resulting therefrom, encouraging* in¬ 
dependence of action and thought, constitute the corner-stone of our Republic. The 
multiplication of these free homes for the people, instilling into their minds the spirit 
of agriculture and mechanical progress, and education, and moral development, and 
improvement, will secure freedom, equality, and prosperity among our people, and 
perpetuity to our Government. . 

In this grand work, with such support as should be and no doubt will be given to it, 
the Agricultural Department, in the future as in the past, will be an efficient and im¬ 
portant aid to the other branches of the Government. The memorial to which I have 
alluded alleges that over three million dollars have already been expended upon the 
Department without any corresponding benefits. Having stated its great benefits in 
-the past, and what it is expected to accomplish in the future, I append to these remarks 
a statement showing the several appropriations for each year from 1839, the first one 

♦made, to and including 1870: 

1839, (first appropriation for the promotion of agriculture, from Patent Office 
fund)...:...... $1,000 

1842, (from Patent Office fund)... 1,000 
1843, (from Patent Office fund) . 2,000 
1844, (from Patent Office fund)....-. 2,000 
1845, (from Patent Office fund). 3,000 
1846, (from Patent Office fund)...- - -.. 
1847, (from Patent Office fund)..... 3,000 
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Articles. March. April. 

SAN FRANCISCO. 

Flour, superfine.. 
extras. 

Wheat, State. 
Oregon ... 

Corn, •white. 
. yellow. 

Barley. 
Oats... 
Hay, State. 
Pork, mess. 

prime. 
Beef, mess ........ 
Lard, in barrels.. 

domestic ... 
Butter, State..... 

Oregon .. 
overland 

Cheese... 
Wool, native_ 

California 
Oregon— 

.per barrel.. 
....do. 
.per cental.. 
-do. 
-do. 
. ...do. 

to $5 75 
to 7 00 
to 2 40 
to 2 40 

1 5Cf 
1 50 

$5 75 to $7 25 

2 45 to 2 50 
2 45 to 2 50 
1 65 to 1 70 
1 65 to 1 70 

to 1 40 
to 1 70 
to 15 50 

13 to 15 
14 to * l4i 
27i to 35 

1 35 to 1 60 
1 60 to 175 

12 00 to 14 50 
26 00 

21 0Q to 22 00 
14 00 to 18 00 

14i to 15£ 
14 to 14it 
25 to 30 

. do. 
-do. 
.do. 
-do. 
-do. 

10 to 
20 to 
20 to 

10 to 
18 to 
18 to 

PRICES OF MIDDLING COTTON. 

The following statement of the prices of middling cotton, at the first 
of each month of the past twenty years, prepared by the editor of the 
New York Shipping and Commercial List, will be found useful for 
reference: 
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ENGLISH SHORT-HORN CATTLE SALES. 

Thornton’s Circular for January, 1871, contains a record of sales of 
short-horns for the preceding quarter, and much other information of 
interest to American stockbreeders. Erom its pages we compile the 
following: ^ 

Short-horn sale of Messr^Garne & Son, and Mr. George Game, at 
Churchill Heath, October 4, 1870 : ? £ «. • iL 

54 cows and heifers, at an average of £36 2s. 11 d. 1,951 19 0 
3 bulls, at an average of £37 9s...- - - 112 7 0 

57 averaged £36 4s. 3J. Total.... 2,064 6 0 

Three cows brought respectively 77, 75, and 85 guineas; the best bull? 
50 guineas. The lowest sale was that of a two-year old heifer, at 19 
guineas. 

Short-horn sale of the entire herd of William Butler, at Badminton, 
October 5, 1870: 

£ . s. a, 
62 cows and heifers, at an average of £39 9s. 2J.. 2,446 10 O 
12 bulls and calves, at an average of £32 2s. 3d..   385 7 0 

, 74 averaged £38 5s. 4d. Total.....  2,831 17 0 

The tribe of Darlingtons, comprising 11 animals, averaged £85 3s., the 
highest, a two-year old heifer, bringing 155 guineas. 

Short-horn sale of selected stock from the herd of Lady Pi got, at 
Branched Park, Newmarket, October 7, 1870 : ^ ^ 

21 cows and heifers, at an average of £46 12s., — 978 12 0 
9 bulls and calves, at an average of £2114s. 195 6 0 

30 averaged £39 2s. Id. Total.-. 1,173 18 0 

wickshire, October 18, 1870, comprising several entire tribes: * £ s. a. 
38 cows and heifers, at an average of £48. 1,824 7 6 

9 bulls, at an average of £28.-. 252 0 0 

47 averaged £44 3s. Id. Total.. 2,076 7 6 

Thirteen Sylphs and Knightleys averaged £83 16s. 9 J.; 11 Welcomes 
[ averaged £33 4s. 4d.; 7 Gwyneths averaged £26 2s, The highest in the 
U whole lot, a two-year old heifer, brought 205 guineas. 

Six short-horn bulls from the Brailes herd, the property of H. J. Shel¬ 
don, esq.; sold at the Weston Park farm sale for £264 12s., averaging 

£44 2s. 

k;;. ( 
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