
a7 An Ret, 
cee / English Country Christmas \ bof 

sae” AY 

ee 

“One gratification of floral designing is 
that it is instant. Beautiful components, 
put together in a beautiful way,” says 
Dutch born René van Rems, a legend in 
his own time in the floral design industry. 

Well known for his innovative design 
work, van Rem’s floral designs have been 

featured at the San Francisco DeYoung 
Museum of Art, the San Diego Museum 
of Art, and at the Los Angeles Olympic 
Games. 

Tuesday, December 14, he brings his 
talent, skills and well-known charismatic 
personality to the Arboretum. During the 
morning he will create and display 
holiday floral arrangements and center- 
pieces in the age-old tradition of the 
charm of English Country. In the 
afternoon he is offering a workshop for a 
limited number of participants. 

His schedule reads as if he never let a 
plane leave anywhere withont hie, as rhe 

tions speaking to trade groups and 
associations. He is an internationally 
recognized ambassador of the floral 
industry. 

“The beauty of flowers and the 
understanding of design can psychologi- 
cally lift our spirits as nothing else,” says 
van Rems, a firm believer in communi- 
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cating to his audience the very essence of 
the love of his life’s work. Known for the 
rapport he builds among his workshop 
participants, his classes and lectures are 
much sought after experiences. 

Fourteen years as a resident of 
California have given van Rems an 
opportunity to make a European imprint 
on trends in American flower design. He 
attended the Floral Institute of the 
Netherlands and the Rietveld Academy of 
Arts in Amsterdam. The study of propa- 
gation, harvesting, wholesaling and 
retailing has helped make him an expert 
in the floral industry, but it is his innova- 
tive design work that has caught the 
attention of his public. 

It is also safe to say that he is also a 
born teacher. Van Rems strives to bring 
out skills and depth of feeling in people 
they are not aware they possess. 

“I want people to be more aware... 
expand their horizons in recognizing 
beauty. I want them to say “gosh, I did 
this! and then be amazed at what they 
create. If a person can leave my class 
and feel good about what they have done. 
That is my goal. People can feel better 
in this uncertain world, with beautiful 
components, put together in a 
beautiful way.” 



FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

I have just had another opportunity to 
ive a new member tour. It was a won- 
erful experience seeing all the 

enthusiasm that these new members have 
for the Arboretum. Contact with mem 
bers, new and old, always gives me a lift 
and encourages me to do more than ever 
for our membership. 

A number of new members came up 
to me after the tour and remarked that 
they have always enjoyed the haar 
and hope that it will always be her 
The answer to that is that the Aaborecst 
will always be here as long as we have the 
support of the Foundation and its 
members. The Foundation and “ola 
staff are pt but we can’t do i 
alone. The members are necessary 4 
support the programs and garden. You 
may be asking yourself how you can do 
this: 

First, visit the garden often and keep us 
es of what improvements you would 
like to 

Second, volunteer in the ly or in some 
other way to support the garden 

Third, consider upgrading your member- 
ship and make occasional donations to help 
pail your favorite activity here at the 

Fourth, get ab the educational and other 
programs o 

Fifth, bring a friend to the Arboretum 
when you visit . 

Sixth, use the gift shop and cafe when you 
visit, and make special trips to these sites 
for shopping and an enjoyable lunch or 
snack with a view a the cafe terrace of 
our beautiful grounds 

In order for growth there must be change. 
We must keep up with the times and 
continue to improve the garden. Change 
is good when well planned. We are in the 
midst of planning for the future of the 
Arboretum. What I have seen, I like, and 
I believe we are on the path to a better 
and stronger Arboretum...an Arboretum 
that will be here for generations to come. 

John Provine 

FROM THE FOUNDATION 

wonderful new offering of Friday night 
Twilight Buffets in September an 
October! Attendance was pant fora 
pilot program, and we are grateful to all 
who participated. How about the new 
relationship with the Arcadia Public 
Schools in a special high school-elemen- 
ore school shared curriculum which uses 
the Arboretum as an outdoor classroom! 
How about the colorfully planted front 
beds - always a challenge with our 

peacock population - and the banner 

I have named only a few of — efforts 
the Foundation is making to m 
Arboretum a special place for diet he many 
publics who enjoy the Garden 
continue to plan programs an sa activities 
of interest, =~ most recently, are offering 
programmatic assistance in light of the 
Sate fires which destroyed residences as 
well as natural areas 

What we encounter in program 
planning, however, is the dilemma faced 
by most public service facilities in the 
County... how do we attract both new 
and repeat visitors given the v variety of 
lec sages for their free time. We 

mpete with Disneyland, bike rides, and 
heise meceatng centers. In order for 
the Arboretum to gain greater visibility 
and popularity as a special place to spend 
time, we must present the Garden as 
affordable and unique in a way which 
maintains the integrity of the garden as 
educational. It is not a park. It is not a 
typical recreation site. And yet, a visit is a 
form of recreation. ’Tis truly a dilemma. 

dilemma as well as others, the develop- 
ment of a master plan for the Arboretum 
is is underway which will examine — 

personnel from Parks and Sacheativin: the 
Foundation, and Las Voluntarias. 

Knowing what we have today and setting 
those facts up against where we want to 
be in the future will create a realistic 
roadmap to guide further er plan 
efforts. It is a cooperative endeavor which 
welcomes any and all suggestions. Please 
feel free to write the Foundation with 
aks oe an Kee 

well known, the County’s own 
budgeti is isttipady alecasl by many 
pressing needs, a situation which will not 

anticipate that the County’s level of 
support to the Arboretum will increase, 
so significant support will need to come 
from the private sector. Foundation 
membership continues to be a vitall 
important source of Arboretum friend- 
raising. For that reason, we are 
particularly grateful for all 
renewals as well as for new memberships. 

The Jameson lecture series this 
winter, along with a full menu of classes, 
offer a delectable variety of pcariiae 

aranteed to transport and teach... 
encourage your participation as ain as 

your presence in our very special garden! 

L BR 

C’mon along.... 

Best wishes for a happy holiday season! 

Judy Morse 
Executive Director 



FROM ACACIA TO ZIZIPHUS 

Plant science Librarian Joan DeFato has 
tended and expanded the Arboretum’s 
holdings of books, periodicals and other 
material for 20 years. When it was 
founded in 1948 by the California 
Arboretum Foundation, the reference 
library consisted raostly of donated books 
for Arboretum staff use only. After Los 
Angeles County undertook the 
Arboretum’s administration in 1953, 
volunteers pioneered a major expansion 
of the library and by 1957 it was widely 
used by the public. The collection on 
horticulture, botany and related = 
from birds to California history no 
numbers at least 28,000 items. According 
to DeFato, “ it is used by more outsiders 
than insi sa ers. 

se the Arboretum’s library 
collet i ine a limited subject range, it offers 
the public more depth than they can find 
in the average public library and perhaps 
more personal attention. The library has 

= a valuable source of knowledge for a 
ariety of people, both amateur and 
etimincal Home gardeners looking for 
cultivation information, writers research- 

ing special aspects of plants, illustrators 
working on plants that are boa available 
to view in person, and o nt 
horticulture and iaahictagle: architecture 
students are among those to be found 
using the Arboretum library as a primary 
resource. 

De Fato, who always wanted to be a 
librarian, earned her undergraduate 
degree in botany at Barnard College in 
New York City and her master’s degree in 
library service at Columbia University. 
She was chosen to head the library after 
14 years as librarian for Boyle Thompson 
Institute for Plant research, a site of basic 
botanical research then lo in 
Yonkers, New York. 

e has served as president of the 
Council on Botanical and Horticultural 

Libraries, is secretary/treasurer of the 

of the Pacific Horticultural Foundation 
which publishes Pacific Horticulture 
magazine. 

DeFato hopes that the library will 
someday be computerized and lin 
with other libraries. She points out that a 
library only succeeds in its purpose if it is 
used, and she encourages visits and 
telephone inquiries from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. You can reach 
Defato at 818 821-3213. 

The Plant Science Library is of 
significant benefit to those in the com- 
munity with special interest in botany 
and horticulture. No question is trivial to 
Joan Defato who relishes the opportunity 
to help each person seeking information 
from the resources available through her. 

LAS VOLUNTARIAS Y LOS AYUDANTES 

All wound the i you can see neat 
signs proclaiming: “Volunteers at Work”. 
And we are. Whether conducting 
orientation, updating the speakers’ 
bureau, guiding walking tours, leading 
schoolchildren or involved in the work of 
any of Las Vols’ 26 committees, volun- 
teers are off and running. Cuts in county 
staff make us feel more indispensable 
than ever. 

a nai 

About 35 prospective volunteers are 
enrolled in this fall’s “Discover the 
Arboretum”, the comprehensive orienta- 
tion provided by staff and experienced 
volunteers. It’s a family affair for the 5 
new couples who have joined. 

Vols will be busy on December 2 
decorating the historic buildings for the 
holidays and planning now for the 
Queen Anne Cottage Open house in the 
spring 

The speakers’ bureau has set a limit 
of 40 engagements per year and reserva- 
tions are coming in. If you know a group 
that can use a good program, spread the 
word. Fresh slides and updated scripts 
have replaced some of the old. The 
presenters are ready to go. 

And the figures are in. In 1992-93, 
Las Vols gave 29,932 hours of service to 
the Arboretum. 11 contributed over 300 
hours and another 24 gave more than 
200. We honored two of our members 
for 25 years of service. 

Volunteer Patsy Harbicht applies stencils to 
guide visitors to the Arboretum entrance. 

BALDWIN BONANZA 

PLANT SALE 

Volunteers Adored & Needed 

Call Joan Maleinte if interested 

818-447-8207 



EVENTS EVENTS 

DECEMBER FEBRUARY 

Tuesday, December 14 
Lecture and Workshop: An English Country Christmas 
10 am Lecture and Demonstration 
1 pm Workshop 
yres Hall 

Internationally known florist René van Rems will create a series of 
holiday floral arrangements and centerpieces in the traditional 
Christmas theme and the charm of English Country. The class 
will also feature the use of d to seta 

volumptuous table such as candle rings, napkin rings, candles and 
napkin treatments. Participants in the afternoon workshop will 
create a traditional English Country style centerpiece to take 
home with them. 
Lecture: Members $25 Non-members $35 
Workshop: Members $50 Non-members $65 
Both: Members $75 Non-members $100 

JANUARY 

Monday, January 10 
Demonstration; Botanical Watercolor 

9:30 - 11:30 am 

Lecture Hall A 

Pat Brame will demonstrate her unique watercolor style. Using 
flowers and plants form the Arboretum, she transfers their subtle 
shades and colors to paper 
Reservations Requested 
No Fee 

Saturday, January 29 
Lecture and Workshop: Camellias 
2-4pm 

Lecture Hall A 

Marilee Grey’s enthusiasm for camellias and their cultures will 
inspire you. This afternoon in conjunction with the Southern 
California Camellia Society Show, she will show many different 
species and describe their blooming and growing characteristics. 
Marilee will also demonstrate the technique for grafting. 
Reservations Requested 
No Fee 

Saturday, February 12 
orkshop: An Arboretum Family Valentine Project 

10 am - Noon 

P.I. Greenhouse 

A new activity for Family Membership Level for parents and 
children ages 7 to 10 years. Spend the morning at the Arboretum 
and create a lovely Valentine to take home. 
Materials Fee: $15 per child 

Saturday, February 19 
Lecture: “Winter Clean-up” 
10am 

Lecture Hall A 

Tim Lindsay, Assistant Superintendent of the Arboretum, will 
show how to give your garden a head start for spring. While 
winter may seem a quiet time in the garden, it is a busy time for 
the gardener — pruning, dividing, preparing the soil and foiling 
the pests. 
Reservations Requested 
No Fee 

MARCH 

Saturday, March 5 
Lecture and Demonstration: Orchids 

1-3 pm 

Lecture Hall A 

A lecture and demonstration on how to care for your cymbidium 
orchids, selecting your favorites, dividing and repotting. 
Reservations Requested 
No Fee 



CLASSES JAMESON LECTURES 

JANUARY - MARCH THREE LECTURES WITH A EUROPEAN FLAVOR 

The Fanatic Gardener: Section I 

Thursdays, January 13 - March 3 

9:30 am - Noon, 8 weeks v 

Lecture Hall A 

for X. who love to garden. Jan Zalba 
will cover theuse oM@lgnt material, garden design, sources of 
material, al: of space and place. Students will have the 
oppo pity toUiscuss their own gardens and plant materials. 

t Limited 
Members: $60 Non-members $75 

This class is desi 

The Fanatic Gardener: Section II 

Fridays, January 14 - March 4 
9:30 am - Noon, 8 weeks 

Lecture Hall B 

This class is designed for people who love to garden. Jan Zalba 
will cover the use of plant material, garden design, sources of 
material, essence of space and place. Students will have the 
opportunity to discuss their own gardens and plant materials. 
Enrollment Limited 
Members: $60 Non-members $75 

Ikebana 

Fridays, January 14 - March 4 
9:30 am - 11:30 am, 8 weeks 

Lecture Hall A 

Learn the techniques of this specialized style of flower arranging. 
Reiko Kawamura will give a demonstration of basic Moribana, 
Keika and Landscape arrangement. Please bring a 10" to 12" 
shallow container, clippers and a needle holder (minimum 3" 
round or rectangular) all available at the Arboretum Gift Shop. 
Fresh plant material will be provided. 
Enrollment Limited 
Material Fee of $20 to Instructor 
Members: $50 Non-members $63 

Botanical Watercolor 

Mondays, January 17 - March 14 
9:30 am - 11:30 am, 8 weeks 

Lecture Hall A 

Artist Pat Barme will show you her “tricks of the trade” to depict 
the subtle shades and tints of flowers and plants. Fresh flowers 
will be provided for models and step-by-step instructions will be 
offered. Individual help is available. 
Enrollment Limited 
Members: $50 Non-members $63 

Sunday, January 23 
“Monet’s Passion: His Garden in Giverney” 
2 pm followed by a Sherry Tea Reception 

Elizabeth Murray will share her experiences and delights of 
studying and working along side a crew of French gardeners in 
Monet’s garden in Geverney. According to Murray, “a successful 
garden is the highest form of art, utilizing all the senses. Monet 
was a master gardener, a horticulturist and a colorist.” 
Reservations Requeste 

unday, February 27 
“English Water Gardens” 
2 pm followed by a Sherry Tea Reception 

Guy Cooper, of London starts the series talking about ae ae 
Water Gardens.” In a moist and rainy country, water is 
inevitable element. Cooper describes how the English ‘ie used 
this element as an advantage in landscape design. 
Reservations Requested 

Sunday, April 10 
“Paradises Regained: French Gardens in our Time” 
2 pm followed by a Sherry Tea Reception 

Eric Haskell who has long loved and studied French gardens will 
treat us to the riches of selected privately owned French gardens 
created in this century, offering a unique opportunity to visit 
gardens not usually available to the public. 
Reservations Requested 

Package price for all three lectures: 

Non-members $24 



MEMBER’S CORNER 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. and Mrs. —— 

rs. 
rs. jane 
iss Nancy Bercovitz 
s. H. Abigail 
r. and Mrs. Robert E. Bond 
r. and Mrs. Vincent A. Bonfiglio 
ir. Ri yce 
r. and Mrs. O. M. Brack, Jr. 

Florence Brady 

schel Cardin 
r. and _ Charles C. Carico 

Ms. 
r. and Mt rs. Da C. Chan 

r. and oo claro Chang 
r. Davi: 
rs. Rosa 
r. and Mrs. David Chin 

.. Helen Crawford 

iy 

rs. Ali an 
r. and Mrs. Paul E. Derby 

| r. and Mrs. Steve Dewberry 
ir. and Mrs. John DeWitt 

eel Johnson 
Mr. per fy Robert R. Jones 

6 

rs. Marilyn Jor ] lordan 

Mrs. Delpha Jurgensmeier 

Ms. Sarah Krupp 
ees Lafler 
and Mrs. Cheng-hung Liao 

r. Sand Mrs. Yu-Chia Lin 
s. Gerta Lind 
s. Eva Lueck 
. and Mrs. bay H. Maize 

r. ape Mrs. Lowel L. Mayfield 

Vholley 
rs. Tamra Wisniewski 

FR RS BS a a ah elit ade> Ti ol al 

AH s 

anet Wri 
Mr. and Mrs. Kuo Ching Yang 

MEMBER OPPORTUNITIES 

Alexander’ s Old-Fashioned Candies 

5% discount 

December 

Ist - 24th. 

Michael Taylor 
Fine Portraiture 

will photograph 
members and their 

families in the Garden. 

- the Foundation Office 

or information 

, 447-8207. 

No cooking tonight! 
Monday, January 10, 3-9 pm 
Wild Thyme Cafe and Bakery, 
805 Fair Oaks Avenue in 
South Pasadena will donate a 
portion of their sales for that 
night to the Foundation. Call 
Nancy at 818-447-8207 for 
your reservations. 

AN OPEN LETTER 
TO OUR MEMBERS 
Thank you for your continued 
support. Your membership helps 
keep the Arboretum Gardens not only 
an extraordinarily lovely spot for our 
children and grandchildren, but also 
provides a facility for educational 
opportunities. You are extremely 
important to us, and we look forward 
to seeing all of you at some or all of 
the programs we offer to you during 
each season. We are listening to your 
comments and requests and acting on 
them. Please keep in contact with us. 

Thank you and Happy Holidays. 

DID YOU KNOW...? 

= You have many friends who would 
appreciate a Holiday gift of Founda- 
tion Membership. We have Gift Cards 
in the Gift Shop or come to the 
Foundation office for more member- 
ship information and to let us help 
you with your Holiday gift list. 

m Peacock Cafe has a weekly luncheon 
special menu. Take some time and 
enjoy lunch on the Terrace. 

= February 12 is a special date for 
family members. We present a 
Valentine Workshop especially for 
our families. Check the Events listing. 

= Our Gift Shop offers a discount of 
10% on every purchase to Foundation 
members. Take advantage of your 
discount during the holidays. And 
remember the Gift Shop Open House 
December 3, 4 and 5. Don’t forget 
your membership card. 

w The Foundation has booklets in the 

office for one dollar each which 

identify fire retardant plants. 

w At half-time during the Super Bowl 
Game in January, plant Sweet Peas. 
You can count on great blooms 
during the summer. Planning ahead 
for 1994, forget the World Series, 
plant Sweet Peas while others are 
watching home runs, and your winter 
garden will be filled with color. 

= The next new member orientation 

will be held in late January. 

= Members only Baldwin Bonanza 
Plant Sale. Saturday, May 1. Mark 
your garden calendar. 



CLASS/EVENT REGISTRATION FORM 

DATE MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS TOTAL 

EVENTS 

English Country Christmas 12/14 

Lecture @ $25 @ $35 

Workshop (limited enrollment) sc Se ee 6S 

Both Sessions @ $75 @ $100 

Botanical Watercolor 1/10 No Fee No Fee 

Demonstration 

Camellia Workshop 1/29 No Fee No Fee 

An Arboretum Family 2/12 

Valentine Project (materials fee per child, 

Family Members only) pi. gk 

Winter Clean-up Lecture 2/19 No Fee No Fee 

Orchid Lecture and 3/5 No Fee No Fee 

Demonstration 

Jameson Lecture Series 

1/23 @ $5 @ $10 

2/27 @$5 @ $10 

4/10 @ $5 @ $10 

Series (all three) @ $12 @ $24 

(Complimentary to Sponsor, Affiliate and Benefactor members) 

ADULT CLASSES 

Fanatic Gardening II 1/14to 3/4 ___ @ $60 @ $75 

Ikebana 1/14to3/4 ___ @ $50 ‘incomes gee eee 

Botanical Watercolor eve oC Gemeente, FS @ $63 

Total Enclosed 

Please lete th and return with your check to: 

California. Arboretum Foundation 
301 North Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia, California 91007 

Name Phone 

Address, 

City. State Zip 

MC/Visa# Exp. Date Sig. 

REGISTRATION 

INFORMATION 

All classes require advance reserva- 

tions and have limited enrollment. 

All registrations must be made by 

mail and be accompanied by a check 

for the full amount. Telephone 

reservations are not accepted. 

Ackno ents: 

Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

Information: 

The Foundation Office is open 

Monday-Friday, 9 am — 4:30 pm 

818-447-8207 

Cancellations: 

All fees are non-refundable. Classes 

may be cancelled due to low enroll- 

ment in which case fees will be fully 

refunded 

INSTRUCTORS 

Pat Brame — Nature sculptor and 

illustrator for Eaton Canyon Nature 

Center, Whittier Narrows Nature 

Center. 

Reiko Kawamura — accredited 

teacher of OHARA school of Japanese 

flower arranging. 

Jan Zalba — 17 years of practical and 

theoretical background in developing 

and teaching gardening and horticul- 

ture at all levels to many targeted 

groups. 

Foundation Office 

818 447-8207 

Arboretum Gift Shop 

818 447-8751 

Arboretum Information 

818 821-3222 

Plant Advice 

818 821-3239 

a 



LEARNED JOURNEYS GARDEN TOURS 

Springtime Gardens, Plausinions & b Historic New Orleans 

Cruise for 7 nights aboard the stately Delta Queen. Stops include 
Vicksburg, Natchez, Baton Rouge, St. Frainsville and 
Orleans. Visit secluded courtyardss in the French Quarter, watch 
for songbirds and alligators in the bayou country, sample Cajun 
and Creole cuisine at the New Orleans School of Cooking. 
For Information Call 805 682-6191 

NEWLY ARRIVED GARDEN TITLES AT ARBORETUM GIFT SHOP 

March 24 - 31 
Historic Plantations, Homes & Gardens of the 
Colonial South 

Discover the enchantment of springtime in a region where 
splendid gardens are inherent in a legacy of gracious giving. Take 
in the Annual Festivals of Homes & Gardens in both Savannah 
and Charleston. Visit private gardens vibrant with tulips, daffo- 
dils and Confederate Jasmine. Local guides include a professional 
historian and noted garden writer. 
For Information Call 805 682-6191 

May 21 - 30 
Gardens of England 

From grand estates and castles to private cottage gardens, survey 
English landscape design and its history. Attend the 81st Annual 
Chelsea Flower Show and join the festivities at the Bath Interna- 
tional Inns. Study leader for the trip will be Tim Lindsay, 
Assistant Superintendent at the Los Angeles County Arboretum. 
For Information Call 805 682-6191 

Qty Description ii Price Total 

Garden Book Titles 
Living More Safely in the Chaparral-Urban Interface, $7.95 
by Klaus Radtke 

a re rr 3 tals. + 4 iA. $1.95 

OR DP F at the Chaparral-Urban Interface, by Klaus Radtke _ 
The Art of Balcony Gardening, by Yvonne Rees $14.95 
The Complete Book of Hardy Perennials, by Richard Bird $29.95 

FORM Shipping & Handling: Subtotal | 

All os 6d & handling LESS 10% Member Discount 
charges are per unit. a, : $3.50 each California Residents ADD 8.25% SALES TAX | 

Shipping & Handling | 

NOTE: Ct d tside tk TOTAL | 
Name Continental US — Please call = rated Canadian orders add a TS 

$2.00 per item to shipping char 

| Address 

| The Complete Book of e Art of 
: : Hardy Perennials ' Balcony oe 

| City/State/Zip By Richard Bird By Yvonn 
Perennials—tough, Millions othe jpaataga 

) trouble-free plants that d make 
hel te and let i ious | Telephone ni p ra and complete the ae, of ede — 

Re aE a a ae enjoying renewed interest full-color photos and 
pay from gardeners expert advice help you 

everywhere. And why explore all the stylish 
C\vIsA C) MasterCard not? They offer a wide — of this 

range of plants that are ing outdoor room. 
Card Number Expiration Dete both decorative and virtually main’ hs handbook 1444 pages es (40 i in color), 30 bw illus., Paper $14.95 

includes ground preparation and plant selecti 

Signature es : Aiti contr 1B : gic cover, dey 

oo soil) and an A Z listi 
C1 Please put me on the mailing list. ost nurseries. 256 pages Rope 150 b/w 

illus.. Hard $29.95 

oO Send this order form with your payment to: Los Angeles Arboretum Gift Shop, 301 N. Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia, California 91007 



INTO YOUR GARDEN 
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This quarterly column will usually contain garden tips ok to a4 time of year it 
appears. On the occasion of its first appearance I focus on a timeless issue: How everyone can 
have an interesting garden all year around without making the study of horticulture a full 
time occupation. 

During my teenage years I often walked 
past an unassuming house with a garden 
to match. One day, after the house had 
been vacant for a few weeks, a new owner 
took possession of the house and a 
vegetable garden made a prompt appear- 
ance. Over the next 12 months an 
ornamental garden took shape. The 
garden was, botanically speaking, very 
interesting. Each year more plants 
appeared. Not able to contain my 
curiosity I walked to the front door, rang 
the bell and prepared to meet the 
botanical wizard who lived so near to 
my house. 

The owner of the house told me that 
she worked as a school nurse. I told her 

VAST RESOURCES FOR 
INTERNS AT ARBORETUM 

For more than nine years, the Foundation 
has underwritten a summer Horticultural 
Intern program to attract individuals 
potentially interested in a career involv- 
ing horticultural and botanical concerns. 
The ten week “learning by doing” 
program demonstrates one of the ways in 
which the Arboretum functions as an 
educational institution. 

This immediate past summer six 
enthusiastic interns from Southern 
California, Minnesota and even Ireland 
came together for instruction in pruning 
techniques, irrigation installation, and 
propagation, to name just a few topics 
explored. Always cheerful in spite of 
smog and heat, this busy group spruced 
up the appearance of the Garden consid- 
erably as they reshaped shrubs and small 

that I had been walking by her house for 
years and noticed that she had a great 
knowledge of plants. Could she please 
show me her garden? She at once pleaded 
almost complete ignorance of gardening. 
Unbelieving, I asked her how she had 
collected so many wonderful plants 
giving her garden year around interest. I 
pointed out that most people have plants 
that bloom only in the spring resulting in 
a green and ordinary landscape with no 
color the rest of the year. The exceptions 
to this usually being the ever present 
annuals such as pansies and petunias. 

She then explained that when she 
moved into the house she did not have 

enough money to completely landscape 
it. She made the decision to go to the 
nursery after each payday and buy 
whatever was in bloom or berry. 

So, there you are! This incident, so 
clear in my mind to this day, illustrates 
that regular visits to your favorite 
nurseries on a year around basis means a 
more interesting garden, also on a year 
around basis. Following your instincts 
and buying what ever you like will make 
your garden quite personal. 

Nursery managers naturally feature 
whatever looks best in their nurseries at 
any given time. Most people go the 
nursery in the spring and then no more. 
As a result they have colorful spring 
blooming yards. But what about summer, 
fall and winter? 

Even landscapers unconsciously 
follow this spring blooming trend unless 
they actively strive to seek out the 
summer, fall and winter blooming plants. 

Until we meet again in the spring, 
visit area nurseries often in search of 
winter blooming plants. The pleasure 
derived from your garden will be greatly 
increased. 

David Lofgren 
Plant Identification Specialist 

trees along the northern part of the 
parking lot as well as inside the grounds. 
Every aspect of the 127 acre garden 
became their classroom, providing vast 
resources for their summer studies. 

Under the supervision of Assistant 
Superintendent Tim Lindsay, the interns 
took on as their special summer project 
the re-planting of the Meadowbrook 
waterfall. The assignment challenged 
them to consider its Particular micro 
climate, site and 

ments, as well as design. They found the 
project not as simple as they had initially 
assumed, but one which succeeded 
through group effort and some trial and 
error. The result is marvelous, and best of 
all, the interns are pleased with the 
outcome of their efforts. 

Jill Vig earned her masters degree in 
English before following her dream to 
become a landscape architect. She told us 
that the internship program sponsored by 
the Foundation helped her with that 
dream this summer. “The experience of 
walking into the arboretum every 
morning as an employee, knowing that 
not only did I have a stake in its preserva- 
tion but also that all of its resources, both 

plant and human, were available for me 
to use and enjoy, was a rare privilege.” 

Foundation support of this outstand- 
ing program is rewarded not only by the 
contributions which the interns make to 
the appearance of the Arboretum, but 
also by the value the interns themselves 
derive from their experience. 

Judy Morse 
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