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PITTA BENGALENSIS.. 

Bengal Pitta. 

Pitta bengalensis, Vieill. Enc. Méth. Orn., 2° partie, p. 685.—Jerd. Birds of India, vol. i. p. 503.—Gould, Birds 

of Asia, pt. 23 (1871). 

Pitta brachyura, Less. Traité d’Orn., p. 394.—Gould, Cent. of Himal. Birds, pl. xxiii. 

Pitta coronata(P. L. S. Miller), G. R. Gray, Hand-list of Birds, part i. p. 294.—Capt. Legge, Birds of Ceylon, 

pt. il. p. 687. 

Pitta triostegus (Sparrm.), Blyth, Cat. of Birds in Mus. Asiat. Soc. Calcutta, p. 157. 

Corvus brachyurus, Linn. Syst. Nat. 1766, vol. i. p. 158. 

Turdus triostegus, Sparrm. Mus. Carls., pl. 84. 

[To give all the different names which have been applied to old species would be useless. | 

In Jerdon’s ‘ Birds of India’ it is stated that “this prettily plumaged Ground-Thrush is common in the 

Indian forests, but is also occasionally met with in every part of the country that is tolerably wooded. In 

the Carnatic it chiefly occurs in the beginning of the hot weather, when the land-winds first begin to blow 

with violence from the west: and the birds in many instances appear to have been blown by the strong 

wind from the Eastern Ghats; for, being birds of feeble flight, they are unable to contend against the 

strength of the wind. At this time they take refuge in huts and houses, or any building that will afford 

them shelter. The first bird of this kind that I saw had taken refuge in the General Hospital at Madras ; 

and subsequently, at Nellore, I obtained many alive under the same circumstances. Layard states that 

in Ceylon it is migratory, coming in with the Snipe in the beginning of the cold weather. He further 

remarks that it is shy and wary, resorting to tangled brakes and ill-kept native gardens. It seldom alights 

on trees, and is generally found single; but I have seen three or four together ; and it feeds chiefly on the 

ground, on various coleopterous insects. Like others of its family, it progresses by hopping, and is in 

general a most silent bird, but is said to emit at times a fine loud whistling note. Its Singalese name is 

said to be derived from its call—vitch-i-a, pronounced slowly and distinctly. Blyth was informed that it 

uttered a loud screeching note.” In the North-west Province of Ceylon, according to Captain Legge, the 

native name is 4yitéa ; and a correspondent, Mr. Parker, sent him the following explanation :—< It is said 

that this bird once possessed the Peacock’s plumes ; but one day, when he was bathing, the Peacock stole his 

dress ; ever since that he has gone about the jungle calling for them, ‘ Ayittam, ayittam ’ (my dress, my dress). 

Another legend is that the Pitta was formerly a prince who was deeply in love with a beautiful princess. 

His father sent him to travel for some years, as was in olden times the custom with princes here. When 

he returned, the princess was dead; and the unfortunate prince wandered disconsolately about, continually 

calling her by name, ‘ Ayitta, Ayitta.’ Out of pity to him, the gods transformed bim into this bird.” A very 

good account of the habits of this Pitta will be found in Capt. Legge’s ‘ Birds of Ceylon,’ to which island 

it is a winter visitant. The nest and eggs are described by Mr. Hume in his work entitled ‘Nests and 

Eggs of Indian Birds’ (p. 224). 

There is no apparent difference in the colouring of the sexes ; but specimens frequently occur among the 

skins sent to England with dark elongated marks down the stem of the feathers of the back and rump, 

while in others these parts are uniform in colour. Other differences also occasionally present themselves, 

the superciliary stripe being in some instances brownish buff, while in others it is of a lighter hue and, 

moreover, marked with green. 

A line down the centre of the head from the bill to the nape black, narrow from the forehead to the 

crown, thence to the nape wide; a narrow black line under the eye, continued in a broader one down the 

sides of the neck, unites with the black at the nape; upper surface and greater wing-coverts dark grass- 

green; lesser wing-coverts glossy verditer-blue ; rump and upper tail-coverts the same ; primaries black, 

with pale bluish-grey tips, and with a large patch of white about the middle of their length, forming a 

conspicuous oval mark when the wing is spread ; the secondaries are also black, conspicuously tipped with 

white, and the external ones margined with green ; on the apical portion of the black, in those nearer the 

body, the green gradually increases in breadth till the black is nearly invisible; under surface of the wing 

black, interrupted by the oval spot of white, faintly tinged with blue; tail black, tipped with blue; chin 

and sides of the neck creamy white; breast and under surface light cinnamon-brown, brightest on the 

breast ; vent and under tail-coverts bright scarlet ; bill black, with a fleshy brown base ; irides hazel; legs 

and feet pinkish flesh-colour. 

The Plate represents an adult male and a younger bird, both of the natural size. 
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EUCICHLA CYANURA. 

Blue-tailed Pitta. 

Turdus cyanurus, Gmel. edit. Linn. Syst. Nat., tom. i. p. 828.—Lath. Ind. Orn., vol. i. p. 361. 

Myiothera affinis, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soc., vol. xiii. p. 154.—Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. i. p. 66. 

Pitta cyanura, Vieill. Gal. des Ois., tom. i. p. 246, pl. 153.—Gould, Birds of Asia, part 15. 

Punglor, Java, Horsfield. 

Or the numerous members of the present very beautiful family of birds, the comparatively common Pitta 

cyanura must be regarded as one of the most elegant; it is also one of the few species respecting which any 

information has been placed on record. The following interesting account, by Solomon Muller, of the 

bird, its habits, and economy is taken from the recently published ‘ Monograph of the Pittids,’ by Mr. D. 

G. Elliot, of New York, a gentleman deserving the praise of all ornithologists for his labours in their 

own branch of science :— 
«The Pitta cyanura is a mountain-bird, and is but seldom met with in level wooded regions, but is most 

often seen on old coffee-plantations and in places closely overgrown with shrubbery and seeds, at a height 

of from 600 to 3000 feet above the level of the sea. It is found usually in the gloomiest spots, and 

generally on or near the ground. 

“They are often met with in pairs, and frequently also singly. Whenever several birds are together, say 

five or six, they are invariably in such cases one family, of which the young have but lately left the nest, and 

for a certain period still remain with the old. When two old males meet, they often fight with each other, 

in the same manner as the Quail and other quarrelsome birds do which are in the habit of dwelling on the 

ground: as with those species, the time for these battles among the Pitte cyanure is generally shortly 

before their breeding-season, the appointed time for which seems to be from January to May. 

«Upon one occasion we discovered near Mount Parang, in the Parang Regencies, a nest of this bird, on 

the 4th of February, which, like another brought to us a few weeks later, contained five eggs; a third nest 

with four eggs we found during the month of March, on the western slope of Mount Pangerango; and 

finally a fourth, with an equal number of eggs, we succeeded in obtaining at the beginning of April. 

“The nest is generally built a little above the ground, hardly ever more than from 6 to 8 feet. It is 

most often placed in a secluded spot among the tough branches of the parasitic orchids growing on the 

trunk of some old tree. These closely grown plants being frequently damp and mouldy throughout, it 

follows that occasionally the nest becomes soaked through from beneath. 

«On the whole, the Pitta cyanura is not of very shy habits, although one is sometimes met with at which 

it is not easy to get a shot. When chased, they fly along the ground with a strong, free, rapid flight, take 

refuge at various distances, and alight either near the ground on a projecting stump or upon the branch of 

some trunk. Seeking their food upon the ground, they are seen sometimes, like a chicken, scratching with 

their feet, and greedily examining with their bill the scattered dry leaves and the uncovered spot of ground. 

Their food consists of earth-worms, beetles, and other insects and their larvae.” 

The male has the crown of the head, lores, a broad stripe from the base of the lower mandible, and the 

occiput deep velvety black; over each eye a broad stripe of rich gamboge-yellow; all the upper surface 

and tertiaries rich golden brown; wing-coverts deep black, with an oblong mark of white at the tip of the 

outer web of each feather; primaries and secondaries black at the base, passing into brown at the tip; 

two or three of the central secondaries narrowly margined on their apical portion with white; upper and 

under tail-coverts and tail very rich deep blue; throat white, washed with pale yellow, which gradually 

deepens into gamboge-yellow on the sides of the neck; below this light-coloured gorget a band of rich 

deep blue; remainder of the under surface crossed alternately with narrow bands of orange-yellow and deep 

blue, and suffused with a lilaceous bloom on the centre of the abdomen; bill black ; feet flesh-colour. 

The female has the head light orange-brown, striated with brownish black on the crown, the black mark 

on the side of the head finely striated posterior to the eye with orange ; throat white, washed with light 

orange-brown on the sides; the line of blue bounding the gorget very narrow ; the alternate bands of the 

under surface black and pale greyish brown, instead of blue and orange, and the lilaceous hue much paler ; 

in all other respects the plumage resembles that of the male. 

The Plate represents the two sexes, of the size of life. 
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EUCICHLA BOSCHIL. 

Van der Bosch’s Pitta. 

Pitta boschii, Mull. et Schleg. Verh. Nat. Gesch. Ned. Ind., pp. 5, 16, pl. 1.—Moore, Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1854, 

p. 273.—Gray and Mitch. Gen. of Birds, vol. i. p. 213.—Elliot, Mon. Pittide, pl. xxxi.—Gould, Birds 

of Asia, part 25 (1873). 

Pitta elegans, Less. Voy. de la Bonite, pl. 3.—Temm. PI. Col. text. 

Pitta (Eucichla) elegans, Gray, Hand-l. of Birds, part i. p. 296. 

Beautirut in coloration as is the lovely group of birds termed Pittas, the present species is certainly one 

of the most charming of them. Mr. Elliot, in his Monograph of the family, restricts the generic term 

Pitta to this bird and its two elegant allies, Pitta cyanura and P. schwaneri; while Reichenbach, as long 

back as the year 1850, applied to the three species the subgeneric term Ewcichla. In my ‘Birds 

of Asia’ I retained all these Old-World Ground-Thrushes under the genus Pitta; but I think it more 

convenient in the present work to subdivide them according to my own views or those of the various 

ornithologists who have paid attention to the subject with a view to their classification. That the species 

above mentioned form a natural section, I have for many years clearly seen. Specimens of both sexes of 

Pitta boschii were brought from Sumatra by the late Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles; and I remember 

I shortly after formed the intention of naming the species Pitta raflesi, an intention never carried out— 

which I now much regret, as it would have been very pleasing to me if the bird had borne the name 

of our celebrated countryman. The specimens referred to ornamented for many years the interesting 

Museum of the Zoological Society of London, the contents of which have since been scattered to the 

winds. Sumatra is unquestionably the native country of this fine bird; Mr. Elliot has added that of 

Malacca also—I believe, on the authority of Dr. Cantor; and he is probably correct in so doing, although, 

as yet, I have no positive evidence that any examples have been sent from there. The present bird not 

only differs from its two immediate congeners in being more redundantly coloured, but also in the female 

being more finely decorated than those of the other species; but, as will be seen on reference to the 

opposite Plate, she wants the blue and rich cross bars of the under surface. 

Most (if not all) of the Pittidee are solitary in their habits, and frequent the innermost and sterile parts 

of the forests almost too rugged for man to traverse, and which he would not venture to traverse did not his 

knowledge of birds tell him that the monotonous call he hears proceeds from one of Nature’s living jewels. 

Messrs. Miller and Schlegel, when writing on this species, say ‘‘the mission to Sumatra with which 

we were intrusted in the first half of the year 1833, by the then Governor-General Baron Von der Bosch, 

enabled us to increase our collection by a considerable harvest, both as regards the department of 

animals and that of plants. Under obligations of gratitude towards his Excellency for the execution of 

our coveted enterprise, we chose to introduce into the realm of science one of the handsomest birds 

discovered in the island of Sumatra under his venerated name.” 

The male has the centre of the crown deep black, bounded on each side bya broad band, which commences 

with rich yellow at the nostrils, gradually passes into rich orange, and finally on the nape into fiery or reddish 

orange ; below this another band of black encircling the eyes, embracing the cheeks, and passing round the 

back of the neck; throat white, narrowly edged with yellow, which colour becomes rich orange on the sides 

of the neck; upper surface and wings cinnamon-brown, the tips of the coverts and outer edges of the 

secondaries margined with white slightly tinged with blue; upper tail-coverts and tail deep bright blue ; 

under surface rich deep indigo-blue, crossed on each side of the breast with narrow crescentic lines of fiery 

orange-red, which nearly meet in the centre; on each side near the vent a patch of yellowish buff; bill 

black, apparently flesh-colour on the base of the under mandible; legs and feet fleshy brown. 

The female is coloured like the male on the upper surface ; but the under surface, in lieu of the indigo- 

blue and red lines, is crossed from the throat by narrow concentric lines of dark brown and dull yellow. 

The figures represent the two sexes, of the natural size. 
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EUCICHLA SCHWANERI. 

Schwaner’s Pitta. 

Pitta schwaneri, Temm. in Leyden Museum.—Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av., tom. i. p. 256.—Id. Consp. Voluc. Anisod. 

1854, p. 7. no. 200.—Elliot, Mon. of Pittidz, pl. xxx.—Salvad. Ucc. Born., p. 244.—Gould, Birds of 

Asia, part 15. 

Or the five nearly allied species Pitta cyanura, P. boschi, P. schwaneri, P. gurneyi, and P. elhoti, the last- 

mentioned is the rarest. In point of beauty it is just intermediate between two others; for while it 

wants the fiery and blue chest-markings of P. doschz it excels the P. cyanura in the rich blue of the centre 

of its abdomen. The native country of this fine bird is the island of Borneo, where it was found by Schwaner 

and Motley near Banjarmassing ; and it has since been discovered in North-western Borneo by Mr. Hugh 

Low, and Governor Ussher and Mr. Treacher met with the species on the Lawas river. The accompanying 

Plate illustrates both sexes as accurately as may be; but to do more than approximate to the colouring of 

these birds is out of the question—their tints being lovely in the extreme, and their iridescent hues so 

surpassingly beautiful as to be inimitable in a drawing. 

The male has the crown of the head, lores, a broad stripe from the base of the lower mandible, and 

the occiput deep black, passing into rich blue where it joins the deep cinnamon-brown of the upper surface ; 

over each eye a broad stripe of the richest gamboge-yellow ; wing-coverts black, with a large oblong mark 

of white at the tip of the outer web of each feather; primaries and secondaries black ; two or three of the 

central secondaries narrowly edged with white, within which is a tinge of blue near the tip; chin white, 

passing into rich gamboge-yellow below, and into a still ‘richer tint of the same colour on the sides of the 

neck ; below the throat-gorget, the breast and flanks are alternately barred with narrow bands of deep blue 

and broader bands of gamboge-yellow, terminating on the flanks in a conspicuous patch of fine yellow; 

centre of the abdomen deep blue; upper and under tail-coverts and tail rich deep blue, glossed with lighter 

blue on the margins of the feathers. 

The female has the crown of the head, lores, and stripe through the eye dull black; stripe over the eye 

rich orange-yellow ; throat dull white, washed with orange, which deepens on the sides of the neck ; 

primaries brown ; bands of the under surface more distinct, but of a much paler hue: in all other respects 
very similar to the male. 

The Plate represents the two sexes, of the size of life. 
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EUCICHLA GURNEYI. 

Gurney’s Pitta. 

Pitta gurneyi, Hume, Stray Feathers, vol. iii. p. 296.—Gould, Birds of Asia, part 29.—Hume & Davison, 

Stray Feathers, 1878, p. 244. 

Brachyurus gurneyi, Hume, tom: cit. no. 6, pl. 3. 

WE are indebted to the pages of ‘Stray Feathers’ for a knowledge of this new and magnificent Pitta; and 

I can readily conceive with what real pleasure Mr. Allan Hume took up his pen to write a description of so 

interesting a bird. 

Mr. Hume has given a most careful description of both sexes of the Pitta gurneyi, and his reason 

for dedicating this bird to his friend Mr. J. H. Gurney. He remarks :— 

‘‘No more beautiful or interesting addition to our Indian avifauna has been made for many a long day ; 

and its discovery is one of the results of the systematic ornithological survey of the Tenasserim Provinces 

which for the past two years has been vigorously prosecuted by my curator Mr. William Davison and my 

whole staff. 

“‘Though conspicuously different from any one of them, this new species is most nearly allied to 

P. cyanura, Gmel. (guaiana, P. L. S. Mill.), P. schwanert, Temm., P. boschi, S. Mull. 

‘There is the same cuneiform blue tail, the same comparatively small bill, the same more or less rufous 

olivaceous upper surface, the same difference in the sexes, an orange-brown replacing on the head of the 

female the more marked colours of that portion of the male. 

“The habitat of this fine bird is Tenasserim, where it is a seasonal visitant to the evergreen forests of 

the southernmost portions of the province. Mr. Davison, who collected the specimens, gives the following 

note on their habits :— 

‘©« This is apparently only a migratory species in Tenasserim, and occurs, so far as I have observed, only 

in the southern portion of the province. Laynah was the most northern locality at which I observed it, 

and Kenong within the estuary of the Pakchan, but on the Siamese or southern side, the most soutbern. 

««¢A few specimens begin to make their appearance in the forests round Malewoon and Bankasoon (where 

my specimens were mostly collected) about the 10th or so of February; but they remain scarce during 

February, March, and the first two weeks in April. After that they become rather more numerous, and 

continue so to the end of May and until the regular monsoon rains have set in, when they rapidly 

disappear, though even in July a few specimens may be met with. The bird confines itself to the evergreen 

forests, never, that I am aware, venturing into the open or even into gardens. It is shy and retiring, 

and on the slightest indication of danger hops rapidly away, managing generally to keep some obstacle 

intervening between itself and the approaching person. It is by no means a common bird even when it 

does occur; and it was only by persistently hunting them, and never missing an opportunity of securing a 

bird where possible, that I and my people succeeded in getting the number we did. 

“¢ Its habits are like those of other members of the genus, keeping to the ground ; it feeds on snails, worms, 

slugs, and insects of all kinds. When disturbed, unless closely pressed, it seldom flies, but hops rapidly 

away, until it gains the cover of some tangled cane-brake or other refuge, where it remains until satisfied 

that all danger has passed, when it emerges again into the more open spots. Favourite resorts are the 

narrow valleys lying between the hills. These, though densely wooded, contain little or no undergrowth. 

««« The note is quite that of Pitta, but yet differs notably from that of the other species. When suddenly 

come upon or otherwise alarmed it utters a peculiar note, a sort of kir-r-r. It has a habit of jerking up 

its tail and dropping its wings slightly as it hops along, which I have never observed in its congeners. 

‘© ¢As above mentioned, it is almost exclusively a ground-bird ; but ove evening I shot a male high up in a 

tree; it attracted my attention by the peculiar short double note it was uttering, quite unlike its ordinary 

note, and every time it uttered it, it flapped its wings and jerked up its tail. Usually it is found singly, 

occasionally a couple together. During the morning and evening they call, and may then be heard 

answering one another in all directions.’ ” 

The figures in the Plate represent, and are drawn from, a pair of birds kindly given to me by Mr. Hume. 
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EUCICHLA ELLIOTI. 

Elliot’s Pitta. 

Pitta elliott, Oustalet, Nouvelles Archives du Muséum, vol. x. Bulletin, p. 101, pl. ii. (1874).—Gould, Birds of 

Asia, part 31 (1879). 

‘Tue present species is represented by specimens of both sexes in the Paris Museum ; and no other collection 

can at present boast of the possession of this beautiful and unique bird. Its home appears to be the 

interior of Cochin China, a country concerning the ornithology of which scarcely any thing has yet been 

written, but one which, if we may judge from the little we do know, would yield a rich increase to our 

knowledge of Asiatic zoology. Situated as it is, there can be no doubt that Cochin China must receive a 

considerable influx of the winter migrants from China, while its indigenous avifauna, if we may make a 

deduction from the few species recorded, must consist of a mixture of Indian, Chinese, and even Malayan 

forms. With regard to the latter we may remark that the present species alone is sufficient to establish a 

Malayan element as existing in Cochin China; for Elliot’s Pitta is not allied to any of the known Chinese 

members of the genus, but belongs to that section, with longish tails and a generally blue coloration, for 

which the term Eucichla has been proposed as a distinct generic title. 

As might be expected in the case of a bird so recently described, nothing is known of its habits; and I 

therefore content myself with translating the description given by Dr. Oustalet. 

“Feathers of the head, which are elongated behind so as to form a sort of crest, emerald-blue, more 

glistening on the forehead and eyebrow than on the crown. A black band, starting from the nostrils, passes 

on each side below the eye, and ends abruptly near the nape. The back is ultramarine blue, shaded with 

green and with brownish, the feathers of this part of the body being brown at the base, blue in the middle, 

and edged with green, the upper tail-coverts presenting the same tints. The quills are rather dark purplish 

brown; and the secondaries have their outer webs of an ashy brownish colour. The tail-feathers are 

intense ultramarine blue, at least on the external webs, the inner webs being more or less shaded with 

green. The throat is very clear blue passing into whitish, the breast of an ashy-green colour. A band of 

very dark bluish from the lower breast ends between the legs; the flanks and region of the vent are 

ornamented with black transverse bands, rather numerous, which are clearly defined on a yellow ground ; 

the under tail-coverts are black at the base, and pass into green or ultramarine blue at their tips. The 

beak is dark reddish brown; and the tarsus and toes are rather reddish, but are doubtless of a darker 

colour in the living bird.” 

I have not seen a specimen of this species myself, but am indebted to Professor Milne-Edwards for a 
painting of the birds taken from the specimens in the Museum of the Jardin des Plantes. The painting 
was executed by the well-known artist M. Huet (to whom also my thanks are due), and upon it are 
founded the figures in the Plate representing the male and female, of the size of life. 
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LEUCOPITTA MAXIMA. 

Great Pitta. 

Pitta maxima, Mill. & Schl. Verh. Nat. Gesch. Ned. Ind. Zool., p. 14.—Westerm. Bijdr. Dierk., p. 45, Pitta, 

pl. 1.—Gray, Gen. B., i. p. 213.—Wallace, Ibis, 1859, p. 112, 1860, p. 197.—Schl. Vog. Nederl. Ind. 

Pitia, p. 30.—Gray, Hand-l. B., i. p. 296.—Gould, Birds of New Guinea, part 2. 

Brachyurus maximus, Bp. Consp., i. p. 253.—Ellot, Monogr. Pittidz, pl. 12. 

Gigantipitta maxima, Bp. Consp. Vol. Anisod., p. 7. 

Pitta gigas, Wallace, Malay Arch., ii. p. 3. 

Brachyurus (Leucopitta) maxima, Elliot, Ibis, 1870, p. 413. 

THERE are several species of this form which are nearly, if not quite, equal to the present bird in size; 

so that the specific name of maaima would be by no means justified if naturalists were content to class all 
these birds under the heading of the genus Pitta. By many writers, however, the large Ant-Thrushes of 
Malasia and the eastern Himalayas are generically separated as Hydrornis ; and Mr. George Robert Gray 
was inclined to range the present bird under the same heading. In this I cannot agree; I think that it 

should be kept along with the true Pitte, of course in the sbort-tailed group. I have, however, 
thought it more convenient, in the present Monograph, to class the species under different generic 
headings, as they fall so naturally into groups which possess the same form and style of coloration. By 
many ornithologists I am aware that these characters will be considered only of subgeneric importance at 
the most ; but the adoption of generic titles for these various groups is, to my mind, of great convenience 
in a family like the Pittidz. 

The habitat of this beautiful bird is the Moluccan island of Gilolo. Very little has been recorded of its 
habits. Mr. Wallace, in his ‘ Malay Archipelago,’ writes that during his stay in the above-mentioned island 
his boy Ali shot “a pair of one of the most beautiful birds of the Hast—Pitta gigas, a large Ground-Thrush, 
whose plumage of velvety black above is relieved by a breast of pure white, shoulders of azure blue, and 
belly of vivid crimson. — It has very long and strong legs, and hops about with such activity, in the dense 
tangled forest bristling with rocks, as to make it very difficult to shoot.” From the above short note of 
Mr. Wallace’s we can imagine what a beautiful sight it must be to see this finely plumaged bird in its 

native forests ; and even in a tropical island like Gilolo, where brilliantly coloured birds abound, there can 
be few to compete with the subject of our present article. 

No description of the male bird is necessary, as it stands alone among the Pittidee and has no near 
allies. The Plate gives a correct idea of the plumage; and the principal figure is full-sized. 

The female is a rather smaller bird. The colouring of the bill in this Great Pitta is black, and the 
legs are blackish brown; the tail is rounded at the tip, and there are no coloured bands across the base 
of the tail. 
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CYANOPITTA STEERII. 

Steere’s Pitta. 

Brachyurus steerti, Sharpe, Nature, August 3, 1876.—Id. Trans. Linn. Soc., 2nd ser. Zool. i. p. 329, a xlix. 
Pitta steeru, Gould, Birds of Asia, part 29. 

Melanopitta steerti, ‘'weed. Proc. Zool. Soc., 1878, p. 949. 

Or all the fine birds brought to light by Dr. Steere’s expedition to the Philippine Islands this is 
decidedly one of the most striking (his grandest novelty being, of course, the Sarcophanops steerit). Not 

only is this new Pitta one of the largest of the family, falling not far short of the well-known Pitta 

maxima in size, but it is also perfectly distinct as regards its coloration; for there is no species which 
is blue underneath as the present bird is. From its black head, it ought to be associated with the group 

called by Bonaparte Me/anopitta; but from all these it it easily distinguished by its unique coloration, which 
reminds one most of Pitta maxima, though there are differences almost sufficient to warrant its being placed 

in a different section from that bird; and I therefore propose the name of Cyanopitta for it. 

Dr. Steere discovered this Pitta in the Province of Zamboanga, in the large island of Mindanao. He 

stayed for some time hunting in the neighbourhood of Zamboanga and Dumalon; and he procured several 
new species of birds during his residence in that island. It was in the forests adjoining the above- 
mentioned places that he met with this beautiful Pitta, which was also found by Mr. Alfred Everett near 
Zamboanga. 

The following is a description of the typical specimens :— 

Above dull green, with a shade of brighter grass-green under certain lights; wing-coverts silvery cobalt, 

forming a large shoulder-patch; bastard wing, primary-coverts, and greater coverts black, the latter blue 

at the ends, the innermost more or less green on the inner webs; primaries black, greenish towards the 

ends of the outer webs of the shorter ones; the secondaries more and more green on the outer webs as 

they approach the innermost, which are entirely green, the third to the seventh primaries having a large 

white spot forming an alar speculum; upper tail-coverts silvery cobalt, forming a band across the lower 

rump, some of the upper tail-coverts black; tail black; crown of head, nape, and sides of face black ; 

cheeks and throat white ; rest of under surface of body light blue, the centre of the abdomen black ; under 

wing-coverts black. 

Another specimen, apparently a somewhat younger bird, was also procured by Dr. Steere, and had the 
lower part of the belly pale vermilion. 

I am under the greatest obligation to Dr. Steere for his kindness in lending me so many of his rare 

birds. The figures in the Plate represent the only two specimens of this Pitta procured by him, and are of 
the size of life. 
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PHGENICOCICHLA ARQUATA, Gould. 

Necklaced Pitta. 

Pitta (Phenicocichla) arquata, Gould, in Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., 4th series, vol. vii. p. 340.—Id. Birds of Asia, 

part 23.—Gray, Hand-list of Birds, pt. iii. p. 344. sp. 4370a.—Salvad. Ucc. di Borneo, p. 241.— 

Sharpe, Ibis, 1879, p. 263. 

Tue beautiful Necklaced Pitta, Phenicocichla arquata, of which the present drawing represents three 

examples, makes Borneo its home. 

This bird is somewhat allied to the Pitta granatina of Temminck and the P. concinna of Eyton. 

If there be any difference in size, it is perhaps a trifle smaller than either of those species ; but is at once 

distinguishable from both by its very remarkable necklace. 

In the year 1872 this beautiful Necklaced Pitta was described and figured in the ‘ Birds of Asia’ under 

the specific name of arqguata, and it was at the time the only specimen that had been collected. It formed 

part of an early collection made by Mr. Alfred Everett in the Sarawak district, and was a worthy 

commencement of the ornithological work for which that gentleman has since become so distinguished. 

Since then only one other specimen has been discovered, and that was found by Mr. W. H. Treacher on the 

Lawas river in North-western Borneo: this second specimen now belongs to the University Museum of 

Oxford; and it shows how rare these birds are when, in a country like Borneo with several collectors at 

work, eight years elapse before a second example is obtained. 

The “ necklace,” as I term the row of blue markings on the breast, is quite peculiar to this Pitta, and 

reminds me more than any thing else of the necklaces of shells (Zlenchus irisodontis) which the Tasmanian 

women used to wear, as I saw them years ago, before they became extinct from the face of the earth. 

Forehead, lores, and throat reddish buff; crown, nape, and breast rich rusty red; over, but posterior 

to, the eye a lovely stripe of blue, as in Pitta granatina ; a broken tooth-like bar of the same hue across the 
breast, separating the rich rusty red of the chest from the deep scarlet of the abdomen; upper surface of 
the body and scapularies brownish olive; primaries and secondaries brown, tinged with green; the 
secondaries are also tipped with splendid blue, but not so conspicuously as in P. gvanatina ; tail blue, tinged 
with olive; legs and bill black. 

The fine specimens from which the accompanying figures were taken were received from Borneo. One 
is now in my collection, and the other in the Oxford Museum, as mentioned above. 

The Plate contains three figures, of the natural size. 
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MELAMPITTA LUGUBRIS, Sea. 

Black Ground-Thrush. 

Melampitta lugubris, Schl. N. T. D., iv. p. 47.—Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc., 1873, p. 696.—Gould, Birds of New 

Guinea, pt. 2. 

Wuar are the natural affinities of this most curious bird? is a question which will exercise the ingenuity of 

ornithologists for some time to come. The generic appellation Melampitta, or “ Black Ground-Thrush,” 

bestowed upon it by Professor Schlegel, shows that by that eminent ornithologist the bird was evidently 

considered a near ally of the genus Pitta; and this is the position which I myself would assign to it. But 

the interesting aspect of the question still remains with regard to the affinities of the Mascarene genus 

Philepitta, another systematic puzzle to ornithologists. As the name of the latter genus implies, it was 

considered to be a relation of the Pittidae, in which family it has generally been included; but Mr. Sharpe 

has referred it to the Paradiseida—an indication of the difficulty presented by the structural peculiarities 
of the bird. 

An important link between Préta and Philepitta seems to be offered in the present species, which unites 

the general appearance of a true Ground-Thrush with something of that velvety plumage for which Philepitta 

is famous; and therefore I cannot but regard this discovery of Baron von Rosenberg’s as of the highest 

interest to the ornithologist, not only as uniting genera whose affinities were doubtful, but also as exhibiting 

another of the mysterious links which unite the fauna of Madagascar and certain portions of the Malayan 
archipelago. 

Nothing is known of the present species beyond the fact that it was discovered in the northern peninsula 

of New Guinea, and was afterwards met with by d’Albertis in the Atam district. 

The entire bird is black with a slight bluish tinge, the feathers of the forehead, region of the eye, lores, 

base of mandible, and chin having a velvety appearance. The length is about six inches. 

My Plate is taken from Signor d’Albertis’s Atam specimen, and represents the species of the size of life. 
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630 A COMPLETE .SET 

THE GRAND NATURAL HISTORY WORKS 

‘JOHN GOULD, rrs. Fzs. 
as completed by 

RICHARD BOWDLER SHARPE, LL.D., 

illustrated with nearly 3100 large and highly finished plates from Nature, ACCURATELY 
AND MOST BEAUTIFULLY COLOURED BY HAND, 45 vols. impl. folio, handsomely bound im 

Levant morocco super-extra, g. e. (each work in a distinctive colour) ; A YBRY CHOICE 

set, the whole enclosed in a magnificent carved wooden bookcase (see note), 

Price £700, 

CONTENTS: 

A CentuRY of Brrps from the HIMALAYA MOUNTAINS; 80 LARGE PLATES 1832 

THE Birps of EUROPE, 449 MAGNIFICENT PLATES, containing mostly two or more figures of 
Birds (male and female) IN THEIR FULL NATURAL SIZE, 5 vols. 1837 

THE Birps of AUSTRALIA, COMPLETE with the SUPPLEMENT, 681 PLATES, depicting the 

Birds in life-like attitudes, perched on the Trees and Shrubs in which they congregate, 8 vols. 
1848-69 

THE ODONTOPHORIN, or PARTRIDGES of AMERICA, 32 PLATES 1850 

THE RHAMPHASTID™, or FAMILY of TOUCANS, second and enlarged edition, with all the 

plates redrawn, 51 PLATES 1854 

THE TROCHILIDH, or HuMMING-Brrps, complete with the SUPPLEMENT, 418 PLATES, 

6 vols. 1849-87 

THE MAMMALS of AUSTRALIA, 130 PLATES, 3 vols. 1863 

THE Birps of GREAT BRITAIN, 367 PLATES, 5 vols. 1873 

‘THE TROGONID®, or FAMILY of TROGONS, 47 PLATES 1875 

THE BIRDS of ASIA, 530 PLATES, 7 vols. 1850-83 

THe Birps of New GUINEA, and adjacent Papuan Islands (completed by DR. 
BOWDLER SHARPE); 320 PLATES, 5 vols. 1875-88 

MONOGRAPH of the PARADISEIDA, or BIRDS of PARADISE, and PTILONORHYNCHID#, or 

Bowsr-Birps, by RICHARD BOWDLER SHARPE, LL.D. (Mr. Gould’s collaborator 
and friend), 80 PLATES, 2 vols. 1891-8 

A complete and unusually fine set of these monumental works. The case containing it 
measures 6 feet by 4, and probably cost its late owner not less than £100.; it is elegantly 
carved, and well seasoned, having been made about forty years ago; the top has been specially 
constructed to accommodate the volumes of Audubon as well [q. v. ante], and can be tilted to any 
angle. The volumes in their bindings of green, red, yellow, and blue are displayed to striking 
effect in this handsome case, and the present affords an exceptional opportunity of securing one 
of the finest adornments to any ornithological library or public institution at a reasonable figure. 

‘The works of Mr. Gould constitute a new epoch in the history of Ornithology, from the 
boldness of the plan on which they were executed ; the number of New Species added to science, and of doubtful 

species cleared away from previous obscurity ; the unadorned fidelity of the Descriptions; and the exquisite 

accuracy of the Plates, in which the utmost adherence to nature is united with that felicitous effect whic 

stamps the artist, and proves that GRACE AND TRUTHFULN MAY MEET TOGETHER. Again, Mr. Gould’s works 
form in themselves an Ornithological Museum; pictorial we grant, but of such a character as to obviate 
the necessity of a collection of mounted specimens obtained at no trifling cost, and preserved, even where room 
can be afforded for them, not without the greatest trouble.’—The Times. 
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VoGELARTEN MITTEL-EUROPAS; with 50 COLOURED PLATES containing hundreds of figures, thick 

impl. 8vo. (pp. 970), cl., 17s (p, M. 26 nett) : _ __Stutigart, 1891 

633 FROHAWK (Frederick William; of ‘ The Field’) Brivis Birps with their Nests and Eaes, 

over 300 fine full-page plates, and 24 beautifully coloured plates of the Eggs, with Descriptions by 

A. G. ButLER, W. B. TEGETMEIER, H. H. Suater, M. A. MATHEW, H. 0. FORBES, and others, 

6 vols. 4to. cl. gilt, uncut, t.e.g. (fresh copy), £1. 16s Hull [1896-8] 

ANOTHER Copy, 6 vols. hf. morocco, uncut (slightly rubbed), £1. 18s 6d 

GODMAN (Frederick du Cane; Pres. B:0.U.) MonoGRAPH of the PETRELS (Order Tubinares), 

with 100 BEAUTIFUL HANDCOLOURED PLATES by J. G. KEULEMANS, 5 parts 4to. sewn as issued 

(ONLY 225 COPIES PRINTED), £8. (p. £15, 15s nett) : 1907-10 

ANOTHER Copy, in 1 thick vol. 4to. new hf. green Levant morocco gilt, uncut, t. e. g., £10. 

GORDON (Seton P., m.B.0.U.) Brrps of the LocH and MouNTAIN, with numerous illustrations, 

sq. 8vo. cl., 3s 6d (p. 7s 6d nett) , 1907 

GORDON (W. J.) Our CounTRY’s Birps, and how to know them, with 33 coloured plates con- 

taining 398 figures, post 8yvo. cl., 2s (p. 6s) : [1890] 

GOULD (John, F.RS,, F.Z.S., etc.) The BIRDS of ASIA; 530 plates, MOST BEAUTIFULLY 

COLOURED BY HAND, after Nature, with copious Descriptions, 7 vols. impl. folio in the original 

35 parts, hf. cl., as issued (a few plates or pp. slightly fomed as usual); VERY SCARCE, 

£52. 10s 1850-83 

‘The later works of Mr. Goutp haye been distinguished for the exquisi 
markable in this respect as ‘The Birds of Asia.” Drawn with all the fidelity which characterizes his-earliest productions, 

the Birds represented in this Work may be seen in the romantic beauty of their native haunts, and many of the bright- 

hued Flowers of.the East will be found figured in these magnificent Illustrations.’—Nature. 

[BIRDS of AUSTRALIA and the adjacent ISLANDS], Parts I and II [all 

published], with 20 most beautiful HANDCOLOURED PLATES, royal folio, wnbownd, g.e. (VERY 

SCARCE), £24. [1837-8] 

Though sometimes spoken of as the first edition of parts 1 and 2 of the ‘ Birds of Australia’ the above is quite a di- 
stinct work, as 7 of the plates were not repeated in the larger Work, and several others were whi redrawn with different 
backgrounds. Dr. Bowdler Sharpe says in the Memoir prefixed to his Index to Gould’s Works, ‘he speedily found that 
he had no flicient material to carry on the work as he wished it to be done, and he therefore boldly conceived the 
notion of leaving England with his wife, for the purpose of procuring the specimens necessary for the completion of his 
gigantic enterprise. The work was therefore stopped after the appearance of part 2, and these 2 cancelled parts of Gould's 
Birds of Australia’ are among the rarest of his works.’ 

MR. GOULD’S OWN SET OF PROOFS: 
The BIRDS of EUROPE: A COMPLETE SET OF THE 449 PLATES of this magnificent 

work (without the letterpress), wnxcoloured, but BRILLIANT IMPRESSIONS on India paper, 5 vols. 

impl. folio (some plates foxed or browned), hf. morocco, t.e. 9., with a quantity of blank paper for 

notes bound in, £20. 1837 
This: was Mr. GouLp's OWN RESERVED COPY, AND IS PROBABLY THE ONLY INSTANCE OF A ‘GOULD’ TAKEN OFF ON INDIA 

Paper. Although uncoloured, the plates have a beautiful appearance from being such early impressions. 

AN ORIGINAL SUBSCRIBER’S COPY BOUND FROM THE PARTS: 
The BIRDS of GREAT BRITAIN ; 367 BEAUTIFUL HANDCOLOURED PLATES, with 

copious Descriptions, 5 vols. folio, new hf. green Levant morocco extra, g.¢. (title to v. 1 aw little 

soiled, otherwise a@ FINE COPY), SCARCE, £52. 10s 1862-73 
‘No work of greater beauty will be produced than that on which Jonn Gourp, returning in his later life to his first 

love, bestowed the fulness of his energy and the acme of his artistic talent. We allude to his ‘Birds of Great Britain,’ The 
care bestowed on the plates of this work was remarkable, the aim of the Author being to produce a’picture of the birdsas 
phey appeared in their natural haunts ; and especial pains were bestowed on the young, particularly those of the Wading- 

and Natatores. In this fine Work most of the drawings were developed and placed on stone by Mr. W. Hart, who 
executed all the plates of the later works.’—Natwre. 

The BIRDS of NEW GUINEA, and the adjacent PAPUAN ISLANDS; completed by 

RICHARD BOWDLER SHARPE, LL.D., of the British Museum (Natural History Department) ; 

320 BEAUTIULLY COLOURED PLATES, with Descriptions, 5 vols. impl. folio in 25 parts, original hf. 
cl., as issued, £42. 1875-88 . 

‘Tt is admitted [says Mr. Gould] that New Guinea, or Papua, and the Papuan Islands [the former is separated only by 
Torres Strait from North Australia], have the finest birds in creation—the Paradiseidee—which have many different 
decorations, and must be seen iu the Drawings to understand their Forms ; also the finest Parrots, Kingfishers, and Pittas.’ 

HANDBOOK to the Brrps of AUSTRALIA, 2 vols. roy. 8vo. cl., £1. 1s (p. £2. 28 nett) 1865 
‘The two volumes (the author says) contain a considerable amount of interesting information, and descriptions of many 

species not in the folio edition. 

MONOGRAPH of the PITTIDZ, or ANT-THRUSHES of the OLD WorRLD, Part I, with 
13 plates, Part IL, Text only [no plates ever having been done]—the 2 Parts bound together in 
1 vol. roy. folio, boards, £4. 4s 1880 

Though this also: was never completed it should certainly be added'to all sets of Gould’s Works. Part II has never 
been offered for sale before, and is not mentioned in Dr. Bowdler Sharpe’s great INpex To GouLp. Parr I CAN BE 

SUPPLIED SEPARATELY AT £3. 3s. K 
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MELANOPITTA CUCULLATA. 

Hooded Pitta. 

Pitta cucullata, Hartl. Rev. et Mag. de Zool. 1833, p. 65.—Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 213 (1846).—Blyth, Cat. B. 
Mus. As. Soc. p. 157 (1849).—Moore, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1854, p. 274.Horsf. & Moore, Cat. B. E.I. 
Co. Mus. ii. p. 399 (1856).—Cass. U.S. Expl. Exp. Birds, p. 437 (1858).—Jerd. B. Ind. i. p- 504 
(1862).—Gray, Hand-l. B. i. p. 295 (1869).—Gould, B. Asia, part xxx. (1877).—Hume & Davison, 
Str. F. 1878, p. 245.—Hume, Str. F. 1879, pp. 59, 94. 

Pitta ngricollis, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 960 (1843), 
Pitta rhodogaster, Hodgs. J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 961 (1843). 
Pitta malaccensis, Mill. & Schleg. Verh. natuurl. Gesch., fol., Zool. Pitta, p- 19 (1844). 
Pitta coronata, Peale, U.S. Expl. Exped. Birds, p. 891 (1848). 
Brachyurus cucullatus, Bp. Consp. i. p. 255 (1850).—Elliot, Monogr. Pittidee, pl. xxvii. (1863). ane Str. 

Feathers, 1875, p. 109.—Blyth & Walden, Birds of Burma, p. 98 (1875). 
Melanopitta cucullata, Bp. Consp. Volucr. Anis. p. 7 (1854).—Hume, Str. Feathers, 1874, p. 475.—Id. Nests and 

Eggs Ind. B. p. 225 (1875). 

Tuis species is rather an aberrant member of the subgenus M/elanopitta, inasmuch as it has the head 

chestnut instead of black as is usual with the members of this section; but the rest of its coloration shows 

that it is a close ally of the typical members of the black-headed group. Like the other members of the 

family, it is evidently a migratory bird, and breeds in Nepal and the Eastern Himalayas. Mr. Hume, who 

has translated many of the original notes from Mr. Hodgson’s MS., states that the latter gentleman found 

a Hooded Pitta breeding in the central regions of Nepal and about Darjeeling in April and May. They 

build large globular nests, one of which measured nearly 6°75 inches externally and had a circular 

opening fully 38 inches in diameter on one side. They place their nests very generally on the ground, 

in clumps of bamboos; and they construct them of dry bamboo leaves and twigs, and stems of plants, firmly 

and compactly interwoven. The exterior is rough and strong ; the interior lined with soft vegetable fibres. 

They lay four eggs, very broad oval, glossy, with a pinky white ground, pretty thickly spotted all over with 

reddish and brownish purple; an egg figured measures 0°96 by 0:79 inch. Dr. Jerdon observes that 

he ** procured one specimen, which was killed by a Lepcha when seated on her nest on the banks of the Great 

Rungit river, about 1200 feet above the sea. The nest was composed chiefly of roots and other fibrous 

matter, with a few hairs, and contained three eggs of a faint greenish white with a few reddish and some 

fawn-coloured spots.” Mr. Hume also states that it is very common in Sikhim. Blyth, in his ‘ Birds 

of Burmah,’ mentions its occurrence in the Khasia Hills and in Arakan ; and Captain Wardlaw Ramsay 

obtained it at Rangoon, as did also Captain Feilden at Thayetmyo. Writing of its occurrence in Upper 

Pegu, Mr. Oates remarks :—‘‘I met with this bird in one ravine only, in the evergreen forests, where I 

procured several specimens. I searched many precisely similar localities, but never again met with it.” 

It was doubtless on migration that the species was procured by Mr. Oates on the above-mentioned 

occasion ; for it is stated by Mr. Hume to be only a seasonal visitant to the southern and central portions 

of Tenasserim ; and it is doubtless only as a migrant that it is met with in the Malayan peninsula. 

Mr. Davison’s note on the bird in Tenasserim is as follows :—‘‘ This species is much rarer and more of a 

forest bird than P. moluccensis. Its call is similar, but not nearly so often heard—firstly because the bird 

is only about one tenth as numerous, and secondly because those that are there call much less frequently. 

These also sit about in trees a great deal, and, like P. moluccensis, are, I believe, merely migrants, as I have 

only shot them from April to July.” 

Body green above ; head light chestnut-brown, the lores, eyebrows, sides of face, sides of neck, as well 

as the hind part of the latter and throat, black; upper tail-coverts rich cobalt; least wing-coverts rich 

cobalt ;_ primaries with a broad band of white; under surface of body green; on the upper abdomen a 

black patch; the lower abdomen and under tail-coverts scarlet, thighs brown. The soft peut are described 

by Mr. Oates as follows :—‘* The bill was black, the inside of the mouth dusky fleshy, irides dark coffee- 

brown, eyelids pale plumbeous fleshy pink, claws pinkish horny.” 

All writers agree that specimens from the Eastern Himalayas are perfectly identical with those from the 

Burmese provinces and Malacca; some of the birds, however, have the back striped with dusky; and these 

I take to be immature. 

The figures in the Plate, which are drawn from specimens in my collection, are of the natural size. 
[R. B. 8.] 
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MELANOPITTA MAFOORANA. 

Mafoor-Island Pitta. 

Pitta nove-gunee, pt., Schlegel, Nederl. Tijdschr. Dierk. iv. p. 16 (1871).—Rosenb. Reist. naar Geelvinksb. 

p. 36 (1875). 
Pitta nove-guinee mafoorana, Schlegel, Mus. Pays-Bas, Revue Pitta, p. 8 (1874).—Meyer, in Dawson Rowley’s 

Orn. Misc. p. 268 (1877). : 

Pitta mafoerana, Beccari, Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. vii. p. 709 (1875).—Id. Ibis, 1876, p. 248. 

Pitta maforensis, Gould, Birds of New Guinea, part vii. (1878). 

Pitta mayforeana, Legge, Birds of Ceylon, p. 689 (1879). 

Pitta mafoorana, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genoy. xvi. p. 184 (1880).—Id. Orn. della Papuasia &c. p. 386 (1881): 

‘Tus species was separated by Professor Schlegel in 1874, in his Review of the Pittas in the Leiden Museum, 

under the trinomial title above quoted; and he apparently regards it as nothing but a race of JZ. nove- 

guinee. In this conclusion I am unable to agree, as it seems to me to be a thoroughly well-marked species. 

It is nearly allied to the last-mentioned bird and to Melanopitta rosenbergi, but is distinct from both. It is 

of about the same size, and has the colour of the chest, breast, and nape of a fine glistening greenish white, 

as it exists in JZ. nove-guinee, but more extended, the green of the chest blending into green and blue 

on the flanks; and it differs also in having the long upper tail-coverts black, slightly edged with blue. 

Dr. Meyer did not get a Pitta on the island of Mafoor ; but the Leiden Museum possesses four specimens, 

killed there in January and February 1869 by Rosenberg, who says that it is called ‘“‘Popek” by the 

natives. Dr. Beccari also managed to procure some examples. 

In describing the species, Professor Schlegel says that the Mafoor bird is similar to M. nove-guinee, but 

has the tail-feathers more or less tipped with dirty green, the large upper tail-coverts black, with a fine 

blue edging, the smaller upper tail-coverts of a fine metallic whitish green, and the blue of the abdomen 

darker, the quills being without white spots. This constitutes, as far as I know, all that has been pub- 

lished respecting the present bird. The Plate represents a pair of these birds, of the natural size. They 

form part of the rich collections made by Dr. Beccari in New Guinea and the islands of Geelvink Bay. 

They were kindly lent to me by Count Salvadori during his visit to this country; and to him I have once 

more to express my bigh appreciation of his kindness. 

Total length 62 inches, wing 52, tail 13, tarsus 12. 

In illustrating this species in my work on the Birds of New Guinea, I unwittingly gave the name of the 

species as Pitta maforensis ; and I am glad to be able to restore to it on the present occasion the original 

title bestowed upon it by Professor Schlegel. 
[R. B. 8.] 
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MELANOPITTA NOV A-GUINE. 

Papuan Pitta. 

Pitta atricapilla, Quoy et Gaim. Voy. de l’Astrol. i. p. 258, pl. 8, fig. 3 (1830). 
Pitta nove-yuinee, Miill. & Schleg. Verhandl. nat. Gesch., fol., Zool. Pitta, pp. 19, 20 (1839-44).—Gray, Gen. 

B. i. p. 214 (1846).—Sclater, Proc. Linn. Soc. ii. p. 158 (1858).—Gray, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1858, pp. 175, 
191.—Id. Cat. B. New Guinea, pp. 26, 56 (1859).—Id. Proc. Zool. Soc. 1861, p. 434.—Schlegel, Vog. 
Nederl. Ind., Pitta, pp. 7, 21, pl. ii. fig. 4 (1863).—Id. Mus. Pays-Bas, Pitta, p. 4 (1863).—Wallace, 

Ibis, 1864, p. 102.—Finsch, Neu-Guinea, p. 167 (1865).—Schlegel, Nederl. Tijdschr. Dierk. iii. p. 189 
(1866), iv. p. 15 (1871).—Gray, Hand-l. B. i. p. 295, no. 4358 (1869).—Schleg. Mus. Pays-Bas, 

Revue Pitta, p. 6 (1874).—Rosenb. Reist. n. Geelvinksbai, p. 114 (1875).—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. 

Genova, vil. p. 777 (1875), viii. p. 398 (1876), ix. p. 210 (1876).—Gould, Birds of New Guinea, 

pt. iv. (1877).—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genova, ix. p. 128 (1877), x. p. 11 (1877).—Sharpe, Journ. 

Linn, Soc. xiii. p. 315 (1877), xiv. p. 687 (1879).—Salvad. & D’Albert. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genova, xiv. 

p- 84 (1879).—Ramsay, Proc. Linn. Soc. New S. Wales, iii. p. 277 (1879), iv. p. 98 (1879).—Legge, 

Birds of Ceylon, p. 689 (1879).—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genova, xv. p. 184 (1880).—Id. Orn. della 

Papuasia &c. p. 380 (1881). 

Brachyurus nove-guinee, Bp. Consp. i. p. 256 (1850).—Wall. Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. (2) xx. B 477 (1857).— 

Rosenb. Journ. f. Orn. 1864, p. 119.—Elliot, Ibis, 1870, p. 420. 

Melanopitta nove-guinee, Bp. Consp. Volucr. Anis. p. 7 (1854). 

Brachyurus (Melanopitta) nove-guinee, Elliot, Monogr. pl. 27 (1861-63). 

Pitta papuensis, Gray, Hand-l. B. 1. p. 295, no. 4361 (1869; ? ex Schleg. MS.). 

Pitta waigiouensis, Schleg. MS., teste Salvad. Orn. della Papuasia &c. p. 385 (1881). 

Tue Papuan Pitta, although by its name of nove-guinee one might suppose that it is confined to the great 

island of New Guinea, is not really restricted to that locality, but is spread over a habitat almost as 

extensive as that of Evythropitta mackloti. It inhabits the whole of New Guinea; and a long list of 

specimens is given by Count Salvadori in his great work on the Ornithology of Papuasia, showing that 

the Italian travellers Beccari and D’Albertis, and the well-known collector Bruijn, have discovered it in every 

portion visited by themselves or their hunters. In all the parts explored on the Arfak Mountains it was 

met with, as well as in Salwatti, while numerous specimens enriched Signor D’Albertis’s collections from 

Southern New Guinea, where he procured the species on the Fly river, and further eastward on Yule 

Island and the mainland of South-east Papua. We have ourselves seen specimens from the interior of 

Port Moresby and also from East Cape, the latter procured by Mr. Charles Hunstein, the discoverer of 

the remarkable Clytoceyw rex. It has also been said to occur in the peninsula of Cape York, on Mr. 

Cockerell’s authority ; but we are certain that many of the latter’s Aru-Island birds were mixed up in his 

Cape-York collections, and we do not believe that the bird has ever been really procured in Northern 

Australia. 

Returning to its insular distribution, we find that it has been met with on the following islands—Batanta, 

Waigiou, Gagie, Koffiao, and Mysol; and it is not at all rare in the Aru Islands, where, according to Von 

Rosenberg, it is called by the natives “‘ Kaberber.” Professor Schlegel has pointed out that the birds from 

the last-named locality are constantly smaller than those from other places; bat Count Salvadori, who has 

compared large series from all parts inhabited by the species, does not consider that there is any real 

difference to be seen in the Aru birds. 1 

Great variation takes place also in the size and extent of the white spots on the quills, which appear to 

vanish entirely on some occasions; and Schlegel mentions a specimen from Waigiou in which the white 

spot existed on one wing and not on the other ; and Count Salvadori has found these white marks largest 

in young birds, whence he surmises that their disappearance takes place with age. 

In the Aru Islands, Mr. Wallace states that both the present species and Exythropitta mackloti quite baffled 

his Malay hunters ; but the little Papuan boys, creeping stealthily through the thick jungle, shot them with 

blunt prong-headed arrows, and thus procured him many fine specimens. Baron von Rosenberg states 

that they are most active birds, and are always elevating and depressing the tail like the European Wagtails; 

during this movement the fine red colour of the belly catches the eye even at some distance. At 

Wonambai he found both the present bird and Erythropitta mackloti in great abundance, and found the nests 

and eggs. The nests were rough structures made of grass, mosses, and leaves, and contained three or four 

white eggs spotted with reddish or ashy grey. The food of the species consists of insects. 

Head and neck black; back and wings dark green; lesser wing-coverts light blue; primaries dark 



brown, a white spot in the centre of the fourth, fifth, and sixth; tail brownish green; breast light green, 

with metallic reflections ; abdomen black; crissum and under tail-coverts deep red; bill dark brown ; 

feet and tarsi very light brown. Signor D’Albertis records the soft parts as follows :—“ Bill black; feet 

leaden violet-colour, or brownish ; eyes black or chestnut-brown.” Mr. Wallace gives them as—‘ Bill 

black, feet dusky, iris olive-brown.” Young birds, according to Count Salvadori, have the head_ blackish 

brown, and the green of the back not uniform, the throat greyish, and the lower parts varied with green 

and greyish brown, the black spot on the abdomen less strongly pronounced, and the red of the abdomen 

and under tail-coverts pale and feebly indicated. 

The accompanying Plate contains two life-size figures. 
[R. B. S.J 



MELANOPITTA SORDIDA. 

Black-headed Pitta. 

Le Merle verd a teste notre des Moluques, Brisson, Orn. ii. p. 319. 

Merle des Philippines, D’ Aub. Pl. Enl. pl. 89. 

Breve des Philippines, Montb. Hist. Nat. Ois. iii. p. 412. 

Turdus sordidus, P. L. 8. Miill. Hist. Nat. Anhang, p. 143 (1766). 

Turdus brevicauda, Bodd. Pl. Enl. de D’Aub. p. 6. 

Corvus philippensis, Gmel. Syst. Nat. i. p. 375 (1788). 

Citta melanocephala, Wagl. Syst. Av. Corvus, no. 14 (nec Forst.). 

Pitta atricapilla, Less. Traité, 2 394 (mec Mill. & Schleg.).—Temm. PI. Col. T abl. Méth. p. 16.—Less. Compl. 

Buff. 1840, p. 501. 
"Pitta macrorhyncha, J. E. Gray, Zool. Mise. p. 3. 

Brachyurus atricapillus, Elliot, Monogr. Pittide, pl. 25. 

Pitta sordida, Gray, Hand-l. B. i. p. 295, no. 4359. 

Brachyurus sordidus, Elliot, Ibis, 1870, p. 419 qaieieed Trans. Linn. Soc. 2nd ser. Zool. i. p. 331. 

. Melanopitia sordida, Wald. Trans. Zool. Soc. ix. p..187.—Tweedd. Proc. Zool. Soc. 1878, p. 949.—Wardlaw- 

Ramsay, Orn. Works of Marquis of 'Tweeddale, pp. 352, 411, 639, 657 (1881). 

Tue long list of names given above shows that this species has been the recipient of many different titles ; 

and much confusion has been the result. I think I cannot do better than quote the remarks on the subject 

given by the late Marquis of Tweeddale in his paper on the Birds of the Philippine Archipelago (Trans. Zool. 

Soc. ix. p. 188). 

** The synonymy of this species is somewhat perplexing, in consequence of Brisson (/. c.) having given a 

description, applying in all its details to the Philippine bird, to an individual said by him to have been sent 

to PAbbéy Aubre from the Moluccas. Montbeillard (/. c.) some years later described seemingly the same 

bird (and it was figured by D’Aubenton 7. c.), but attributed its origin to the Philippines. The difficulty 

thus caused would probably have remained through all time unsolved had not Le Vaillant, by one of 

his gratuitous and carping criticisms, unintentionally assisted us. With the view of showing that Buffon 

was in the habit of describing as good species individuals that had been manufactured by dishonest dealers, 

Le Vaillant (Ois. de Par. vol. i. p. 106) incidentally alludes to this species. He asserts that the 

description given by Buffon (Montbeillard) of his ‘ Bréve des Philippines’ was taken from a specimen of 

the ‘ Breve de Ceylan’ (= Corvus brachyurus, Linn.), in which the head of the common Blackbird had 

been substituted. This example, Le Vaillant says, formed part of the Abbé Aubrey’s cabinet; and adds 

that he purchased it when that collection was sold, and at once discovered the imposition. This story 

Cuvier (R. A. 1817, p. 356, note 2) repeated on Le Vaillant’s authority. Vieillot (Nouv. Dict. p. 358, 

and Tabl. Method. Orn. p. 686) did the same without mentioning his authority. It remained uncontradicted 

until Wagler (/. c.) showed that Le Vaillant was in error. And Cuvier in the second edition of the 

‘Régne Animal’ (p. 373, note) also corrected Le Vaillant. The statement that Montbeillard described 

from the specimen in Aubrey’s cabinet may be accepted ; for it is supported by the collateral evidence of 

Montbeillard (/. c.), who, in a footnote, remarks that it is the same bird that Brisson made his 57th 

‘Grive.’ As no species of Melanopitta is known to exist in the Moluccas, we are justified in assuming 

that: Brisson and Montbeillard described from the same, a Philippine example, and in regarding their 

descriptions as having formed the common basis of all subsequent synonyms applied to this Philippine form 

of Pitta.” 

With this species has very often been united the Bornean Melanopitta muelleri ; but this is quite distinct, 

M. sordda not having the black patch on the belly which is conspicuous in JZ. mueller?. The present bird, 

as far as we know, is entirely confined to the Philippine group, where it is tolerably widely distributed, having 

been met with in the following islands—Luzon, Negros, Camiguin, Mindanao, Basilan, and Palawan. In 

the last two localities it was procured by Professor Steere, who writes that it is common in both. ‘ They 

alight,” he observes “on the low stumps and logs in the woods, and emit a curious shrill note at intervals 

of about a minute. On being disturbed they fly off rapidly and disappear in the jungle, but very soon 

return to the same spot and commence whistling again directly the danger appears to have passed. They 

are said by the natives to raise a large heap of leaves and nest on the top of the mound.” The 

fact of the discovery of this bird by Professor Steere in Palawan is, as has been pointed out by Mr. Sharpe, 

of some interest, as it would not have been surprising if the P2t¢a from this locality had proved to be 

the Bornean Melanopitta muelleri, many of the birds discovered in Palawan being more nearly allied’ 

to those of Borneo than to those of the Philippine Islands. 



The following note was published by the late Marquis of ‘Tweeddale:—‘‘ This species has the black 

central abdominal patch much more largely developed than in AZ. muellert of Borneo. In no other 

The extent of pure white on the quills is dependent on sex. Of fourteen 

individuals with the sex noted by Mr. Everett, nine are males and five are females. The primaries of the 

male have a much greater white surface than is found in the primaries of the female. The 6th, 7th, and 

8th primaries are scarcely tipped with black; and the first five primaries have double the amount of 

white that exists on the primaries of the female. On examining Luzon and Negros examples with the 

sexes noted by Dr. B. Meyer, the same character differentiates the sexes. In Bornean individuals of J. 

muellert (sex determined by Mr. Everett) the sexes can be discriminated by the amount of white on the 

remiges. In MM. cucullata some of my examples exhibit a maximum of white on the quills, and the others 

a minimum; but as none have had their sexes determined by dissection, Iam unable to affirm that in that 

species the same law holds good. In two Zamboanga skins the green of the breast and flanks is 

assuming the blue tint so prominent in the large representative form M. steeri.” 

Mr. Everett gives the soft parts as follows :—“ Iris chocolate ; bill black; legs brownish grey.” 

Head and neck deep black ; back, scapularies and tertiaries dark grass-green ; lesser wing-coverts shining 

verditer blue; greater coverts light grass-green; primaries white, tipped with brownish black ; spurious 

wing and base of the secondaries deep black; rump and upper tail-coverts shining verditer blue; tail 

deep black, slightly tipped with green; under surface of the shoulder black ; breast, abdomen and flanks 

green; centre of the abdomen and under tail-coverts blood-red. 

The front figure is of the natural size, the hinder one somewhat reduced. 

respect does it appear to differ. 

[R. B. S.J 



ERYTHROPITTA RUBRINUCHA. 

Red-naped Pitta. 

Pitta rubrinucha, Wallace, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1862, p- 187.—Id. Proc. Zool. Soc. 1863, p. 19.—Id. Ibis, 1864, 
p. 101.—Finsch, Neu-Guinea, p. 167 (1865).—Schlegel, Nederl. Tijdschr. Dierk. iii. p. 188 (1866).— 
Gray, Hand-l. B. i. p. 297, no. 4381 (1869).—Schlegel, Mus. Pays-Bas, Revue Pitta, p. 12 (1874). 
—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genova, viii. p. 375 (1876).—Gould, Birds of New Guinea, part vii. (1878). 
Legge, Birds of Ceylon, p. 687 (1879).—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genova, xvi. p. 185 (1880).—Id. 
Orn. della Papuasia &c. p. 393 (1881). 

Brachyurus rubrinucha, Elliot, Monogr. Pittidee, pl. 18 (1861).—Id. Ibis, 1870, p. 418. 

AurnoucH bearing a general resemblance to the other red-breasted species of the genus Pitta, the present 

bird possesses such a well-marked character in its red nape-spot that it can be easily distinguished at a 

glance from all its allies. Another conspicuous and peculiar mark exists in the blue colour on the ear- 

coverts. It was discovered by Mr. Wallace in the Moluccan island of Bouru, where it has since been met 

with by the hunters of Mr. Bruijn, who sent four specimens to the museum at Genoa. 

Professor Schlegel, in bis Review of the Ant-thrushes contained in the Leiden Museum, records a single 

specimen from the island of Ceram, collected there by Von Rosenberg—a new locality for the species, and 

one which we should almost suppose would require confirmation when we think of the absolute manner 

in which these red-breasted Pittas are confined each to its own locality. This seems to be also Count Salva- 

dori’s opinion. 

Nothing whatever has been written of the habits or mode of life of the Red-naped Pitta, which still 

remains one of the rarest of the genus. I am indebted to Count Salvadori for the opportunity of figuring 

this scarce species; and I herewith return my hearty thanks for the loan of the pair which are repre- 

sented in the accompanying Plate, and which, I believe, are from the collection of the Genoa Museum. 

I add a short description :— 

General colour above olive-green, with a broad scarlet patch on the nape; head chestnut-brown, with a 

blue patch on the crown ; sides of face and throat light reddish grey, the ear-coverts bluish; lower throat 

blackish brown, succeeded by a broad chest-band of pale blue, the rest of the under surface being scarlet ; 

primaries black, with a white spot on two or three of them; bill brown; legs light grey. 

The sexes are alike in plumage. 

Total length 7 inches, bill 42, wing 1%, tarsus 23. 
[R. B. S.J 
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ERYTHROPITTA CARULEITORQUES. 

Red-headed Pitta. 

Pitta ceruleitorques, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genov. ix. p. 53 (1876-77)-—Rowley, Ornithological Miscellany, ii. 

p- 324, pl. lxiv. (1877).—Meyer, tom. cit. p. 327.—Gould, Birds of New Guinea, part vii. (1878). 

In an interesting communication made by Dr. Meyer to Mr. Dawson Rowley’s ‘ Ornithological Miscellany ’ 

that gentleman points out the distribution of the red-breasted Pitt@ in the Malayan archipelago, and shows 

how each of the species which I consider should be kept under the heading of Evythropitta in the present 

work has its own separate area of distribution, however closely they may be allied as species. Thus Lrythro- 

pitta celebensis is the species of Celebes, E. palliceps of Siao, E. cerulettorques of Sangi (Sanghir), L. ery- 

throgastra of the Philippines, /. cyanonota of 'Ternate, E. rufiventris of Batchian and Gilolo, and £. mackloti of 

Papua and its islands, as well as the northern part of Australia. Many other instances of a similar distri- 

bution could be brought forward. 

Count Salvadori, in his original description of the present species, writes as follows :—‘‘ This species and 

the P. erythrogastra of the Philippines are the only species of the subgenus Lrythropitta which have a 

blue band on the neck ; and P. c@ruleitorques differs from the above-named bird principally in the more 

uniform red colour of the head, which becomes much brighter on the neck, by the absence of the two dull 

bands on the side of the crown, by the reddish-brown colour of the sides of the head and throat, by the 

blue colour of the breast being more extended crosswise and separated from the red of the abdomen by a 

well-marked black band, and by the somewhat larger dimensions.” 

Dr. Meyer obtained several examples of the blue-ringed Pitta from Sangi, at Tabukan, on the north-east 

coast of the island, no difference being observable in the colour of the sexes; and I give the following extract 

from his remarks communicated to the ‘ Ornithological Miscellany :— 

“This species inhabits the largest island of the Sangi group, and is an interesting one, because it is 

more closely allied to Pitta erythrogastra from the Philippines im the north than to the two species from 

islands immediately to the south (viz. Pitta palliceps from Siao, and Pitta celebensis from Celebes), and 

therefore presents a good example of variation of species in consequence of separated insular habitat. Good 

examples for the same point of view are, amongst others, Pitta cyanonota from Ternate, and Pitta rufiventris 

from Halmahera, in their relation to the species from the neighbouring islands (New Guinea, Celebes, the 

Sangi and the Philippine Islands). Pitta palliceps on Siao is as slightly different from Pitta celebensis on 

Celebes as Pitta ceruleitorques on Sangi is from Pitta erythrogastra on the Philippines. That insular 

separation is a reason for such variations is not to be doubted, in my opinion; nevertheless we cannot 

examine this subject more closely at present. Pitta celebensis, for instance, does not show the least difference 

over the whole extent of the island of Celebes. My specimens from the neighbourhood of Makassar resemble 

exactly those from Manado (nearly the north and south points of this long island) ; whereas when we cross 

over to the closely neighbouring island of Siao, immediately a variation appears in Pitta palliceps. Whether 

this variation has specific value or not is of no importance at all upon this part of the question. Authors 

do not agree, and never will agree, at least for some time to come: one says it has, the other says it has 

not; but all see that a difference exists; and this is of value, notwithstanding its smallness, because it is a 

constant one. That insular separation does not always produce constant differences is known ; and I only 

mention it here for this reason—that it refers to a closely allied species, Pitta macklotu. I got a large 

series of specimens on New Guinea in different places, viz. at Doré, Andei, Passim, Inwiorage, Rubi, and on 

the Elephant Mountains, and some on the island of Jobi in the north of Geelvink Bay. I first thought that 

the Jobi specimens differed by brighter colours in general, and noted this difference in my diary; but now, 

in the cabinet, I do not see the slightest difference from several of the New-Guinea specimens.” 

The following description is a translation of the original one given by Count Salvadori :— 

Head above red, the latter colour perceptibly brighter towards the hind neck; sides of head and throat 

brownish red ; a very broad patch of black on the lower throat ; a blue band round the hind neck, another 

very broad one on the breast, the latter succeeded by a band of black ; the wings, upper tail-coverts, and tail 

bluish lead-grey ; back, scapulars, and sides of breast olivaceous ; abdomen and under tail-coverts very bright 

red; tips of the longer under tail-coverts blue; primaries marked in the middle with a white spot; a white 

spot near the bend of the wing ; bill and feet dusky. 

Total length 6 inches, culmen 1-0, wing 43, tail 14, tarsus @. 

I owe the opportunity of figuring this species to the kindness of two friends, Count Salvadori and Mr. 

George Dawson Rowley, both of whom lent me their specimens. 

IR. B. S.J 
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ERYTHROPITTA CELEBENSIS. 

Celebean Pitta. 

Pitta celebensis, Miller & Schlegel, Verh. nat. Geschied., fol., Zool. Pitta, fol., p.18, no. 16 (1839-44, ex Forster 

MS.).—Gray, Genera of Birds, i. p. 213 (1846).— Westerman, Bijdr. tot de Dierkunde, folio, i. p. 46, 

pl. ili. (1848-54).—Wallace, Ibis, 1860, p. 142.—Schlegel, Mus. Pays-Bas, Pitta, p. 6 (1863).—Id. 

Vog. van Nederl. Indié, Pitta, pp. 17, 34, pl. iv. figs. 4, 5 (1863).— Wallace, Ibis, 1864, p. 105.—Gray, 

Hand-list of Birds, i. p. 296, no. 4377 (1869).—Schlegel, Mus. Pays-Bas, Revue Pitta, p. 10 (1874).— 

Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. vii. p. 663 (1875).—Meyer in Rowley’s Ornith. Misc. part viii. 

(1877).—Gould, Birds of Asia, part vii. (1878). 

Brachyurus celebensis, Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av. i. p. 253 (1850).—Elliot, Monogr. Pittide, pl. xvii. (1863).—Id. 

Ibis, 1870, p. 418. 

Erythropitta celebensis, Bonap. Consp. Volucr. Anisod. p. 7 (1854).—Walden, Trans. Zool. Soc. viii. p. 62 (1872). 

—Meyer, Ibis, 1879, p. 126.—Wardlaw-Ramsay, Orn. Works. of Marquis of Tweeddale, p. 164 

(1881). 

I nave already, in one of my other articles, spoken of the distribution of the red-breasted Pittas in the Malay 

archipelago ; and below I quote the remarks of Dr. Meyer on this subject ; I therefore need only say that 

the present species is the representative of that section of the genus on the island of Celebes, to which it 

appears entirely restricted. It is true that, in his Review of the Pittas contained in the Leiden Museum, 

Professor Schlegel enumerates several examples from the island of Siao in the Sanghir archipelago; but 

these no doubt belong to the species since named Pitta palliceps by the late Dr. Bruggemann. Certain 

differences, indeed, seem to have struck Professor Schlegel at the time ; for he says that in the birds from 

Siao the rufous colour of the head is paler than in examples from Celebes, and often replaces the black 

bordering the blue stripe on the head. 

Mr. Wallace found the species scarce in Northern Celebes, which appears to be the only part of the 

island where it bas yet been found. I may be mistaken in this, as the localities Modélido, Négri-lama, and 

Bone, mentioned in the list of specimens at Leiden, do not occur in any of the maps I have examined. The 

other places, however, Menado, Gorontalo, and Tondano are situated in the northern part of Celebes ; and 

Dr. Beceari, although he collected at Buton, in the south-west corner of the island, only met with this Pitta 

at Kema, in the north. The presumption, at least, is, that, even if it is found all over the island, it is more 

abundant in the northern portion. 

Count Salvadori mentions that the specimen shot by Dr. Beccari at Kema had the outermost of the 

smaller wing-coverts close to the bend of the wing marked with white—a feature not previously noted or 

figured in the plates of the species which have at present appeared. 

Dr. Meyer has published the following note :— 

“Although the red-breasted Pitta of Celebes is not so difficult to procure as the black-headed, it is 

nevertheless a bird which it is not easy to get a shot at, being very quiet in the daytime, and seldom calling 

except in the morning and evening its ¢wuuu tchui. In the evening the cry oppo (origin of the native name) 

is heard, with which male and female call one another, the note sounding melancholy and protracted. 

‘Oppo’ means, in the language of the country, ‘grandfather ;’ and the natives tell a tale, that once a 

child had gone with its grandfather into the forest, got astray, and was transformed into a bird, which now 

always calls for its grandfather. Pitta celebensis only runs on the ground, and is very shy and watchful ; it 

glides noiselessly through the leaves; and, as its back is green, it can only with difficulty be detected. To 

approach it one must creep through the densest bushes; and without imitating the call of the bird its 

pursuit would be in vain; but if the hunter imitates the cry, he can draw the bird almost to the muzzle of 

his gun. During the daytime they go singly, in the evening in pairs together. The nest is to be found in 

brushes, near small pools. The bird digs a hole in the slope of the river-bank, and builds its nest therein, 

of wood and leaves, lined with cotton or hairy-plant materials (for. instance, from Arrenga saccharifera, 

Lab.). It lays two eggs. If the female sits on the eggs, the male watches in the neighbourhood, and he 

takes the place of the female when she goes for food. ‘This Pitta feeds on beetles, small caterpillars, &c.” 

The soft parts are noted by Mr. Wallace to be as follows in freshly killed specimens :—‘ Bill blackish- 
horny ; feet dusky lead-colour ; iris pale olive.” 

The figures in the Plate are of the size of life, and are drawn from examples in my own collection. 

[R. B. S.] 
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IRIDIPITTA BAUDII. 

Red-backed Pitta. 

Pitta baudi, Mill. & Schleg. Verh. natuurl. Gesch., fol., Zool. Pitta, pp. 10-20, pl. 2 (1839-44).—Gray, Gen. 
B. i. p. 243 (1846).—Low, Sarawak, p. 410 (1848).—Schl. Handl. Dierk. i. p. 253 (1857).—Id. Vog. 
Nederl. Ind., Pitta, pl. 5, figs. 1 & 2 (1863).—Id. Mus. Pays-Bas, Pitta, p. 5. (1863).—Wall. Ibis, 
1864, p. 107.—Gray, Hand-list of Birds, i. p. 296, no. 4374,—Salvad. Ucc. Born. p. 243, no. 254.— 
Gould, Birds of Asia, part xxix. (1877). 

Brachyurus baudii, Bp. Consp. i. p. 255 (1850).—Elliot, Monogr. Pittide, pl. xxii. (SES —Id. Ibis, 1870, p. 419. 
Tridipitia baudui, Bp. Consp. Volucr. Anisod. p. 7 (1854). 

Tuts is a very rare bird in collections, and, as far as we know at present, is confined to the northern part 

of the island of Borneo. Thus the female example figured in the Plate was the first adult bird of that 
sex ever procured, having been obtained by Mr. Hugh Low on the Mengalong river in North-western 
Borneo; and more recently I have seen quite a series obtained by Mr. W. B. Pryer in Sandakan 
on the north-east coast of the same island; but its scarcity in Museums proves beyond a doubt that it is 
a rare bird. 

Good figures of the species are given in Professor Schlegel’s illustrations to the species of Pitta found in 
the Dutch East Indies; but the picture in Mr. Elliot’s ‘Monograph of the Pittide’ is not quite so 
satisfactory, as the bird is there represented with a conspicuous white band across the lower rump, and 
the white band on the wing is also different from that of any specimen examined by me. As the bird from 
which this illustration was drawn is stated to be in the Museum of the Philadelphia Academy, I hope that 
some naturalist will re-examine it on some future occasion. 

I add a full description of both sexes of this Pitta :— 

Adult male. Crown of head and nape brilliant cobalt blue ; lores, feathers round the eye, sides of head, ear- 

coverts, and sides of neck black, bordering the blue crown for its entire extent, the lower feathers at the 

sides of the neck purple, tipped with red where they adjoin the mantle ; back and scapulars red, somewhat 

washed with sandy brown on the scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts; the lower tail-coverts bright 

cobalt, with a mesial streak of black; tail deep blue, black below ; wing-coverts black, the median series 

tipped with white, forming a diagonal bar across the wing; quills blackish brown, the innermost secondaries 

externally sandy brown, the outermost of the latter tipped with white, forming a second bar across the wing ; 

cheeks, throat, and sides of neck white; fore neck and breast black, the rest of the under surface purplish 

blue, shaded with richer purple on the sides of the body; thighs ashy white ; under wing-coverts black, the 

axillaries tipped with white ; lower surface of quills blackish brown ; bill black ; feet pale yellowish. 

Total length 6°5 inches, culmen 0°85, wings 3:4, tail 1-75, tarsus 1-4. 

Adult female. Above red, the head dull ochraceous brown; sides of face and under surface of body 

ochraceous brown, paler and inclining to buff on the abdomen; the sides of the neck washed with the same 

red as the back; under tail-coverts blue, slightly washed with ochre on the margins ; wing-coverts as in the 

male, but browner and having the white bar across the wing slightly tinged with ochre; quills blackish, 

the inner secondaries dull sandy brown, the outer secondaries ochraceous towards the tips; upper tail- 
coverts bright cobalt ; tail deep blue. 

Total length 6 inches, culmen 0:9, wing 3-55, tail 1-6, tarsus 1-5. 

The figures in the Plate represent two adult males and a female, of the natural size. One of them, a fine 

male, is in my own possession, and was received in exchange direct from M. Temminck. The female, 

collected by Mr. Hugh Low, is now in the collection of the British Museum. 

[R. B. 8.) 
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GIGANTIPITTA CARULEA. 

Large Blue Pitta. 

Mytothera cerulea, Raffles, Trans. Linn. Soc. xii. p. 301 (1821). 

Pitta gigas, Temm. Pl. Col. p. 217 (1823).—Less. Traité d’Orn. p. 394 (1831).—Miill. & Schleg. Verh. nat. 

Gesch., fol., Zool. Pitta, p. 14 (1839-44). 

Pitta cerulea, Vigors, Mem. Raffles, App. p. 659 (1830).—Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 213 (1846).—Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. 

As. Soc. p. 156 (1849).—Moore, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1854, p. 273.—Horsf. & Moore, Cat. B. E.I. Co. 

Mus. i. p. 181 (1854).—Schleg. Vog. Nederl. Indié, Pitta, p. 2, pl.i. figs. 1-3 (1863).— Wall. Ibis, 1864, 

p- 108.—Gray, Hand-l. B. i. p. 296, no. 4368 (1869).—Gould, Birds of Asia, pt. xxx. (1877).—Hume 

& Davison, Str. F. 1878, pt. 1, p. 238.—Hume, Str. F. 1879, p. 59. 

Brachyurus ceruleus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xvi. p. 153 (1847).—Bp. Consp. i. p. 253 (1850).—Elliot, Monogr. 

Pittide, pl. 1 (1863).—Id. Ibis, 1870, p. 412-—Hume, Str. F. 1875, p. 321. 

Gigantipitta cerulea, Bp. Consp. Volucr. Anis. p. 7 (1854). 

Brachyurus davisoni, Hume, Str. F. 1875, p. 321 (note). 

Since this species was first discovered in Sumatra by the late Sir Stamford Raffles, our knowledge of its 

habitat has increased only by slow degrees—so much so that even as lately as the year 1874 Professor 
Schlegel stated that it was confined to the island of Sumatra; nor did Mr. Elliot acknowledge any other 

locality for the species. As early as 1854, however, Mr. Frederick Moore had included it in the list of 

Malayan birds collected by Dr. Cantor; and we have on several occasions seen specimens in consignments 

from Malacca and Singapore. Mr. Hume has duly included it in his list of the birds of the Malayan 

Peninsula; and we have no doubt that it ranges up the whole of the last-named country into 

Tenasserim. It is true that Mr. Hume has provisionally named the bird from the latter locality Brachyurus 

davisoni; but we cannot see from his descriptions that it is really distinct from the true P. ce@rulea of 

Sumatra and Malacca. It was procured by Mr. Davison at Bankasoon ; and he records it as a rare visitant 

to the evergreen forests of the southern extremity of the province of Tenasserim. He also gives the 

following note :—‘ I first obtained this species on the 26th March in the evergreen forests of Bankasoon, 

two males on the same day: one I found caught in one of my traps in the morning; the second I shot as 

it was hopping along the forest path the same evening. For a couple of months previously I had daily 

been exploring these forests, but had never met with the bird; and it is my belief that they had then only 

just arrived. From this time up to my departure from Malewoon, in July, I on several occasions saw the 

bird; the most northern point at which I observed it was near the village of Laynah, on the 16th of May. 

The next year, in April, I shot a third male at Bankasoon, and in May we obtained our first female. They 

are extremely shy, and not at all like the other Pittas. Directly they catch sight of you they rise, flying 

low but rapidly, and not alighting under 200 or 300 yards, when, of course, in the dense forests, where 

alone they occur, all trace of them is lost. They doubtless must call; but I have never heard their note to 

distinguish it. My specimens had fed entirely on large black ants.” 

Assuming, therefore, that the Pitta davisont of Hume is identical with the true P. ce@rulea, we have the 

range of the latter bird extending from Southern Tenasserim, down the Malayan peninsula, to Sumatra, a 

habitat which is perfectly intelligible and is followed out by many other species of birds; nor is there any 

thing surprising in the fact that it should be met with in Borneo, which we now know to be the case; for 

we have recently seen examples of both sexes, collected by Mr. W. B. Pryer in Sandakan, in the north- 

eastern portion of that island. On comparing these Sandakan birds with others from Malacca, we found 

them to be perfectly identical ; and there is therefore every probability that this large Pitta, like so many 

others of its congeners, is a migratory bird, whose breeding-place is probably in Sumatra. 

Independently of its large size and peculiar coloration, the present species differs from most of its allies 

in having the sexes differing from one another; and although this is by no means the only case within the 

limits of the family, it is decidedly the exception rather than the rule. 

A detailed description of the species is unnecessary, as the adult birds are easily recognizable. The 

young bird, however, is somewhat different ; and I transcribe Salomon Miiller’s account of the capture of 

one in Sumatra, as translated from his great work on the Dutch East Indies by Mr. Elliot :—*In the 

month of June, 1834, in Sumatra, not far from the base of the mountain Singalang, in a dark retired 

valley which was entirely covered with a thick undergrowth, we saw a young male. He was sitting on the 

dead branch of a low tree, and was not in the least shy; the mellow reddish mouth and the peculiar 

softness of his feathers showed that he had not yet attained his first moult. ‘The deep blue hue which 

adorns the older birds was in this specimen entirely wanting, with the exception of a slight indication on 



the tail. Those portions which in the adults assume the blue livery were with him of a dark yellowish 

brown, still darker towards the wings; and the lower parts, which are of a deep yellow colour, were with 

this young bird dirty yellow, towards the breast mixed with yellowish white and blackish brown. The 

same distribution of colours is observed among the feathers of the head and shoulders; the yellow becomes 

much clearer towards the sides of the head, with a rose-coloured tint near the throat. The bill, which is 

black in the adult, was in this one almost transparent, and of the colour of horn. The black colour was 

entirely wanting ; but the black line behind the eye was clearly observable.” 

In the Plate I have represented the adult male and female, of the natural size. 

the male the legs and feet are bluish fleshy or dark fleshy, tinged with pale plumbeous, the bill black, the 

inside of the mouth white, the eyelids and gape very dark fleshy, and the irides hazel-grey. 

Mr. Hume says that in 

[R. B. 8.] 



PHQANICOCICHLA USSHERL. 

Ussher’s Pitta. 

Pitta ussheri, Sharpe, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1877, p. 94.—Id. Ibis, 1879, p. 263.—Gould, Birds of Asia, pt. xxix. 

(1877).—Sharpe, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1881, p. 798. 

* 

Since I published my figure of this fine species in the ‘ Birds of Asia,’ the gentleman who discovered this 

beautiful Pitta, and in whose honour it was named by Mr. Bowdler Sharpe, has passed away. Governor 

Ussher, when a young man, served on the Gold Coast, where he stayed for nearly sixteen years ; and during 

the whole of this time he was interesting himself in the study of natural history, though for the greater 

portion of it he was engaged only in collecting insects, many fine species of which were sent home by him to 

his friend Mr. Andrew Swanzy. A letter which Mr. Sharpe wrote to him, calling his attention to the com- 

paratively unworked field for natural history in the interior of the Gold Coast, induced him to study the 

ornithology of Denkera and the inner provinces, by means of native collectors; and with such success did 

he persevere, that in the space of two years he had formed a complete collection of the birds known to occur 

there up to the year 1869, while at the same time he sent home many splendid novelties. After leaving the 

Gold Coast, he was for a short time Governor of Tobago, and then became Governor of Labuan. While 

in the West Indies his ill-health prevented his collecting much; but when in Borneo he recommenced with 

all his old energy, and sent over to England exhaustive collections from the island of Labuan itself, as well 

as from the Lawas river, which he diligently explored, chiefly in the hope of getting living specimens of 

Bulwer’s Pheasant. A full description of these collections was given by Mr. Sharpe in ‘ The Ibis’ and in 

the ‘ Proceedings of the Zoological Society’ for 1879. His failing health obliged him at last to quit Labuan 

for England, where he recovered his strength considerably, and he was, to his great delight, appointed by 

Mr Disraeli’s government to the Gold Coast, for which he set out as Governor in 1879. During his 

absence from West Africa, the seat of government in that quarter of the globe bad been changed from 

Cape-Coast Castle to Accra; and in the neighbourhood of the latter town the country is more open, and 

the fauna resembles that of Senegambia rather than that of the rich forest districts to be found inland from 

the former town. He managed, however, by means of his collectors, to form a considerable collection in 

Denkera, while he himself worked at the avifauna of his own immediate neighbourhood ; and he was about to 

return to England in December last in the 8.8. « Lualaba’ to recruit his health: but it appears that he had 

delayed his return too long ; for he died the day before the arrival of that vessel at Accra. Such is a brief 

outline of the career of one of England’s best colonial governors ; and it only shows what material aid to 

science can be given by an energetic and intelligent official in a foreign country. In the case of Governor 

Ussher, his loss is mourned not only by the country which he served so well, but also by the English 

community of natural historians for whom he has done so much successful work. 

Ussher’s Pitta was discovered by him during his exploration of the Lawas river in North-western Borneo, 

where it was also met with by Mr. Treacher. It has more recently been procured by Mr. W. B. Pryer in 

Sandakan, in the north-eastern portion of that island. It is closely allied to Pitta venusta of Java; but it 

is distinguished at once from that species by its black colour washed with purple above, as well as by the 

throat and chest being of the same purplish black ; the enamel-like blue markings on the wing are also 

very much larger and brighter. 

The following is a careful description of the typical example :— 

General colour above black, with a distinct shade of purple everywhere except on the head, which is 

glossy black, as well as the lores and sides of the face; from above the eye to the nape runs a distinct 

superciliary streak of pointed feathers, silvery cobalt in colour, slightly shaded with purple on the hinder 

plumes ; wings blue-black, the median and greater coverts bright cobalt at the tips and on the outer webs, 

forming an enamel-like patch on the wing ; quills black, the inner secondaries externally deep blue ; tail 

deep blue; throat and chest black, the latter strongly washed with purple, shading into the crimson of the 

breast ; rest of the under surface of the body deep crimson ; thighs brown ; under wing-coverts black. 

Total length 6°83 inches, culmen 0°85, wing 3°45, tail 1-3, tarsus 1°6. 

The figures in the Plate represent the old bird in two positions, as well as a nestling which I discovered 

in my own collection, and which doubtless belongs to this species. The figures of the adult are drawn from 

the typical specimen. 
[R. B. S.] 
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