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Tue PREFACE.

HE following little Essays, were drawn up ma-
ny years ago, partly us helps to moral and di-.
vine conference,ina religious socicty, and partly as
the result of such conferences. They are general~
ly the result of free, and pretty enlarged and come
prehensive meditations on the subjects they treut of;
and consist of such thoughts as occurred first and
most obviously to the open mind, in its free and un-
fettered discursions on said subjects ;....and they were
meant merely as hints to sturt the conversation, and to
keep italive,and to the business in hand, that it might
not deviate into wild and impertinent digressions.

This will account for the nature and form of the
Essays, which are very singular and uncommon.
They consist of a number of loose, general, and of-
ten, unconnccted aphorisms, or general maxims,
commonly closed by some practical corollaries orin«
ferences of the greatest moment. .

The primitive design of them, wasto convey the
most ample, general instruction to the mind on every
-subject treated of ; yet so, as that instruction might
exhuust the subject in miniature, as it were, or, in the
narrowest compass consistent with perspicuity ;....and
that the method of explaining the subjects should be
calculated, as much as possible, for affecting the
heart by proper motives, and stirring up men tothe
diligent practice of the virtues and duties expluined.
And Ihope the judicious and intelligent Christian
seader will find, upon an attentive perusal of the Es-
says themselves, that they are not ill adapted to this
purpose ; excepting, perhaps, a few, which are more
superficial than the rest.

It had been easy to have filled up the skeletons of
doctrine, and lengthened them out to the ordinary
size of pulpit discourses. In this form they would
have hud, doubtless, many advantages which they are
now necessarily deprived of : In this form, they
would have udmitted of connexion, argumentation,
illustration, persuasion, pathos and all the graces and
beauties of fine composition; whereas, their present
- form necessarily précludes these advantages.
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Buton the other hand, in such a form, they would
have becn very voluminous and expensive : Few
would have purchased them, and perhaps, fewer read
them. The present volatile, irreligious taste, nau-
seutcs every thing prolix in divinity. Five or six pa-
ges of « religious book is as much as we can, in con-
science expect, that a modern fine gentleman or lady.
should read at one sitting. The taste of the times
is, therefore, purpousely consulted inthe shortness of
these Lssays. °

A person -of this squeamish disposition, may here
read, in cight or ten minutes, some of the most im-
portant things which can be said on cach of these sub-
jects, without breuking off ubruptly, in the midst of
the sense, and losing the avhole chain of connexion.

Besides, if the Lssays are tolerably executed om
this plan, the doctrinal aphorisms contained in them,
should be so pluin and self-cvident, as to supercede
the necessity of arguments and illustrations ; the
practical corollaries should flow spontaneously and
conscquentially from these aphorisms, and the whole
should be demonstratively built upon the scripturcs
referred to in the margin. :

After having humbly recommended these impet- .
fect Essays to the public candor and indulgence, and
implored the blessing of GOD upon them, for the
gencral good ; if I might presume to offer my advice
to my fellow-creatures concerning the best way of
using them,...it would be as follows: That they
would read them, in their private und devout retire-
ments, as hints for meditation on these important
subjects, laying their minds open, without prejudice,
to the influence of divine truth, and earnestly implor-
ing the Father of lights to write these truths and vir-
tues with sun-beams upon their understanding ; con-
vey them warm to their hearts, and make-them pow-
erfully operative and influential on allthe active pow-
ers and faculties of their nature.

I have addedthe Sermons as some ‘compensation
. to thosc who may dis-relish the dryness of many of

the Essays. ' .



‘ESSAY L
“CH-AP. L
Of ConvERSION, or REGENERATION.

1. D ELIGION being a character, muft

have a principle ; and this princi-
ple muft fupremély -govern and predomi-
nate in the life. "We do not call a .man
generous and friendly,unlefs generofity and
friendfhip prevail in-him above churlifh-
nefs and unfriendlinefs, and-are fixed prin-
ciples-in his nature.—So it would be equal-
ly abfurd to call a man religious, only be-
caufe of the performance of a few outward
zeligious duties, while the main of his tem-
per and charater is irreligious and im-
morel. He only deferves the charater of
being religious, who is fach uniformly and
predominantly, and in whom morality and
religion is a prevailing and difcriminating
charalter:!

2. True religion, where it is, muft go-
vern the man; and nothiing can do this but
an inward principle. Grace, which is
this principle, meft appdfe corruption, and
#inally prevail over it.

- 3. The word of Gop, 2and 1odeed M
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mnature and reafon of things, place religion
primarily and radically in the beart, and
reprefent it as flewing thence into the life
and converfation. “The heart, as it is the
fource and fountain .of all external corrup-
tion, fo it muft be of all true religion. -
The tree muft firft be made .good be-
fore its fruit can he good A bitter
or polluted fountain, cannot fend forth
pure or {weet water. Men gather not
grapes of thorns, narfigs of thiftles. Good
principles are necessarily prerequifite to
morally or formally geod aftions. Ac-
cordingly, the whole ftrefs is laid, in fcrip-
ture, upon deart-religion; or that which
is feated and radicated in the heart, and
proceeds from pure and right principles
*and motives there*.

4. As it has been the general opinion of
mankind, as well as the voice of {cripture,
that men are born into this world ina de-
praved, corrupt and jrreligious fate, with,
ftrong propenfities to vice, and a difincli-
nation to that which appears to be virtious
and goad, by the ¥ery law of their nature,
avritten on their confcience, and manifefted
to them by their moral inftin&tive feelings ;
{o it has been generally thought the peculiar
work of the Deity, the Gop and Fatber of
men, to help them, by his grace and Spi-

® Prov. xxiii, 26. Ezek.xxxvi. 36s——2xviii. 31. Joel H,
12, 13. Pfal. li. and cxxxix. 1 Sam. xvi.7. 1 Ghroa.
Xxviil. 9. Peut. xiii. 3.
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rit, to rife out of this ftate of depravity
_ and corruption, and to turn to his obedi-
ence, favor and enjoyment, in the fteep and
narrow path of virtue and piety. This has
ever been thought a care and work worthy
of Gop the Father of fpirits, towards his
human ofspring ;' and even a heathen could
%y, Nullus wir magnus ungquam fuit, sine
ivino affiatu.. _ :
5. Revelation reprefents this. change
wrought in finners by Gop, under the terms-
conversion*; repentancets regemerationts
being born-of Gobol; ¢created in Christ Fe-
sus¥*; having a new bearttts a divine
naturety; putting off the old man, and
putting on the new, and the likellil.
- 6. Our Lord ftrongly exprefles beth the
nature and necessity of this change in' finz
ners, by telling them, That unless they are
born again of water,.and of the Spirit,and
are converted, they not only shall not, but
even cannot, enter imto the kingdom of
beaven¥* ¥ ¥, o ‘
7. Granting thefe expreflions of e new
birth by the Spirit; and a becoming new

*Matth. xviii. 3¢ A&siit. 19, Eiek. xxxiii. r1. |
+ Ifa. v. 7, Luke xiii. 5.
*Titusiii. §

|| Johni. 13. 1 John v. 18:

** Eph. ii. to. 2Cor.v.17.
4+ Eack: xxxvi. 25~—28; "Pfal. li.
1f Pet. i. 4.
I} Evh.iv, 23, 25.
. *®% Johaiii, 3, Oddatthe xviil. 3. Luke wii. ¢,



4 KNOX's ESSAYS.

creatures, and the like, to'be figurative and’
metapberical ; yet if.thefe metaphors have-
any fignificancy and propriety- at all, they
muft imply the following truths; namely,
(1.) That the change of a finner by conver-
iton or regeneration, muft be exceeding-
great, bearing fome analogy to the differ-
ence between the circumftances of:a child:
before and after its birth ;—or between a
being in a ftate of nonentity, and after the
commencement of its exiftence, in fome-
effential- refpets at leaft:—(2.) That it is.
not a partial, but an universal change;-a
change of the whole bent of*the heart and"
drift and direStion of the affe€tions.—(3.}):
That it is not a meer outward, imperfect:
change, but one that is inward, essential
and complete.—(4.) That it is a change not-
produced by finners own natural powers
and endeavors, but whelly supernatural,
,the product of a divine agency, effeéled and-
produced by the Spirit of God:- And (5.)-
That it is a change abfolutely neceflary in.
every fon-and daughter of'Adam, in order
, ta their entering into.the kingdom of hea-.
ven.
¢8:) Either thefe inferences are plainly
andclearly deducible from thefe metaphors;
or, otherwife, the metapliors muft not only,
he fuppofed highly improper, but even per-
nicious ; tending to miflead the judgments
i of mey, and obfcuring a doflrine. of.great
-
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importance to- men’s falvation, otherwife-
plain and obvious in itfelf, which would be
a high imputation on the wildom and good.
nefs of Gop, and an unanfwerable objeéti--
on againtt the revelation of Chrise.

9. Self-love, a-desire of reputation and
Jfame, and a principle of zerror and slavish
Jear, often produce a kind of religious cha.
raéter, which is merely: outward and great.
ly imperfe&t.. . '

10.  Although that feed ‘of grace, which:
isthe principle of the fpiritual life, is infaf~
ed az once into the whole nature, in the-
alt of regeneration, and gives it:a holy tafte, .
bent, turn, tendeney amd direftion; yet:
the fruits of it fhew themfélves butigradu--
ally and successivelyy in the progreflive
work of fan&ifieation, as occafions, trials
and opportunities elicit and draw them forth.
into aét and view. -

11.. If regeneration, agreeable to the im-
port of the metaphor; be an - instantaneons:
aét or operation of. the holy- Spirit upon the
foul, producing. a radical, effential change
in its temper,.giving it a-new principle of
fpiritual life, a-general divine bent and tens
dency: :—And if fanQification and. morti-
fication are only effe€ts of this new- and di-
vine principle.of life, carrying on'a conti--
nual confli&t and warfare aguinft the cor-
ruptions of naturc, andagraduatly ftrength.
ening and confirming the habity af wirtae,

B2
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chriftian; and yet this faith we cannot a&t
of ourfelves, it is the gift of Gon. We
are naturally. corrupt and difinclined to
good before our.converfion,. and . bere lies
our helpleflnefs, until Ged by his quicken-
ing Spirit gives life to our fouls, and ena-
_ bles us to will and to do,andcreates us anew
in Chrift Jefus to.good works.

4. From reason, observation and expe--
zience we have the following evidences of
this truth: (1.),We know good.and ewil
by our natural confé¢ience ; yet we find in
eurfelves a ftrong difinclination to the good
which weapprove, and - a -prevailing incli-
nation to the evil .which-we difapprove.—
(2.(} We knowthat we are very unlike Gob,
and that we de not cordially leve and chufe
him and his. laws :- but Gep. could not
form . creatures with-fuch. a temper : this:
therefore proves,. that-we are now degene-
rated from our firft ftate; and become cor--
rupt creatures.~—(3.) If children come in-
to the world fuch.as we may fuppofe that
Ged firft created man, 7. e. boly, and with.
a propensity to.good, or evenin a ftate of in-
difference to good and evil ; fome would:
furely be virtuous from the womb upwards;
fome would furely follow the good princi--
ple of their nature, efpecially as praise
and bappiness lie on that fide ; but univer-
fal obfervation and experience prove the

~



KNOX's ESSAYS. 9

contrary, as well as the word of Gop*.—
(4.) If men were not born corrupt and im:
potent, a virtuous and religious education
would bring all'who are blefled with it over-
to the fide of virtue, in fpite of evil exam-
ple: but do we not plainly fee that chil-.
dren are backward to-imitate good exam--
ples, and prone to follow bad’ ones ¥
They greedily fuck in evil advice and the
knowledge of wicked things; but it re-
quires much labor to bring them to lcarn
good ; they alfo quickly forget it, and we.
plainly fee that their heartis ftill corrupt:
and ftrongly inclined to vice, in fpite of all’
the antidotes we can-inftil into their minds:
.againft it.—(5.) If we attentively examine:
our own hearts, lives and experiences but’
for-one day,we fhall have an overpowering:-
convition of our dreadful corruption.
Howreadily do we forgetGop? How averfé-
are our minds to the contemplation of himr
and his perfeftions 7 Howlittle do we think-
of the love of Chrift ? We' read or hear-
with unconcern,”the amazing ftory of his’
love, and feel little or no gratitude for it.
Our memories, our thoughts, our medita-’
tions, the general Bent and tenor of'our af-
fe&tions and paffions, even our religious du--
ties, and our very beft works, may con-
vince us of.the wretchednefs of our ftatc.
by. nature.

* Pfal. liii. 1,—3. Rom. iii 10, Ke.
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5. We fee thata.virtuous and chiriftian
education cannot, of itfelf, recover our na-
tures, or remove their corruption.—We
fce that the ftudy of philofophy and the
knowledge of the fcriptures, cannot accom-
plifh this.—We fee that the moft powerful:
preaching, and beft adapted means of grace,
cannot effeft this great change.—We fee
men meaking many vows and refolutions,
and laboring hard'in the way of outward:
means, to rife from their corruptions, and’
yet all prove ineffeCtual.——We have often,
1n an unconverted ftate; Bbeen convinced of.
our guiltinefs and danger; we have of-
ten refolved to do better, and we have
bound our resolutions with solemn wows :
—-Vve Liave even fet atime to begin a bet,
ter life ; but before that time came, our re:
folutions have provedasthe morning cloud.
And even when we have attempted to mend
our life and condu&, have we not found-
ourfelves fo-exceedingfeeble, as to be un-
able to-effét any thing to purpofe ? Have.
we not felt, as it were, a dead weight pul-
ling us backwards, and finking: us down
into-the bed offloth, carnal fecurity and:
inaftion * Deplorable but pregnant proofs,
and convincing démontftrations, both of our.
corruption and impotency by nature !
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£SSAY. L
CHAP I

‘The fame fubje® continued. Corruption
.and belplessness, -cannot jutify sloth in
the unconverted sinner. -

1. "TTHOUGH Gop'hath referved in his

own hands the great work of con-
verfion, .as his.own proper work, and we
cannot therefore convert ourfelves ; yet we
ought not to say that we can do nothing.
Gop hath given to uncenverted finners a
great deal of important work te do, and
put it in their power to do it;—hath oblig-
ed them by cammands, perfuaded them by
exhortations, awed them by threatenings,
-engaged them by motives, :encouraged
them by promifes, and given them reafon
to expelt that he will meet with them and
convert them in the performance of this
work. He hath alfo laid their help on one
who is mighty to fave. -

2. Altho’ unconverted finners :are spir.i-
tuatly dead, yet-they are not naturally so.
They have en underftanding, a will and
amemory : they may know fomething of
their guilt and danger: they may under-
ftand femething of Chrift and his faving de-
fign : they may read and hear, think and
meditate on ‘Gop’s word; frequent e

- el



12 KNOX3s ESSAYS.

houfe and attend his ordinances. But if
finners will not do theéfe things, they will
not do what they.may, andare able to do,
-and therefore are inexcufable.

3. A difpenfation of Gop’s Spirit at-
tends his golpel, and he hath promifed to
_give his {pirit to them that afk him ; to aZ/
that asfkhim, without limitation or referve.
He hath even made it the duty of finners
to afk this Spirit, and to attend diligently
on divine ordinances, which are the walke
of the Spirit. Now, if {inners knew that
they cannot be converted without this Spi-
rit, and that they cannotenter into the king-
dom of heaven, unlefs they are converted ;
and if, notwithftanding they know this,
they do not diligently afk it of .Gep, nor
attend on thofe inftrumental duties and
means.of grace, in the.ufe of which this
Spirit.is. difpenfed, then they.are wholly to
blame for.continuing unconverted.

4. Gop is following finners with the
common influences and operations of his
Spirit; ftriving with them, .and feeking ad-
mittance into their hearts. Now, if finners
would obey and cherifh this common ope-
ration,-and afk the fpecial and converting
influences of the Spirit, he has obliged him-
felf by pramife to give it them* : But if,
on the contrary, they refift and grieve this

* Loke xi. g,—133. Rev. iii, 20,——mxxii. 17,
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holy Spirit, which would have fealed them
to the day of :redemption, they themfelves
are wholly te blame for -continuing uncon.
yerted.

5. If the cafe were even otherwife, and
~ there were but a.bare probability, or even
_a possibility, that the.-humble and.earneft
endeavors.of a finner might meet with ac-
-ceptance, and-be crowned.with.fuceefs, he
is wholly-inexcufeable and condemnable in

~ neglefting thefe endeavers.

- ESSAY 1
THAP. IV.

"The fame Subjett continued. 7%e Duty
: of .uncenverted Persons.

1. SUCH ought often andferioully to con-

7 -fider, that it-is impoffible they fhould

- ever'go to heaven in their prefent ftate.

The fcriptures -exprefsly preclude them¥ ;

and in the wery reafon and nature-of things,

they are whelly' difqualified both for the

employments and.enjoyments.of theheaven-
ly ftate. '

2. - They fhould labor to obtain a deep

fenfe ofthe danger and mifery of an uncon-

_® Matth, mviii, 3. Luke xili. . Johniii.3, g 1 Gor.
vi. 9, 0.
. M c
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werted ftate : of the evil and guilt of fin,
and of the torments to which it will una-
woidably expaofe the unconverted finner,
who dies in his iniquities.

3. They fhauld frequently confider the
fhortnefs and uncertainty of the present life,
awhich is their only working day, their on-
Yy period of trigl and preparation for eter-
nity and that death will fhortly put an end
4o all their bope, belp, and endeavors
and therefore, as they value falvation, they
Jhould not delay converfion. '

4. They fhould labor for a deep, convic-
tive fenfe of their .own-inability to convert
themfelves, and that they muft perifh for-
ﬁver unlefsGop help them, and that fpee-
dily.

5. They fhould endeavor after a tho-
rough and firm perfuafion, that there is
bope and belp for them in Gop, and that
they may and afluredly wil/l, obtain the
grace of converfion, ifthey take the right .
method, and laber diligently in fecking it.
“Fhey fhould fet it before them: in fizm pur-
pofe and refolution, as a fettled and deter-
mined point, that by the belp of Gon, they
will be converted, and that they will never
give ower feeking the blefling, in all the
appointed means: of grace, until they find
it ; faying with Jacob, *¢ I will not Jet thee
“ go, until thou blefs me.”»

6. They fhonld acrually and sesolurely
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fet about denying all manner of known:fin,.
“and every tempting companion and amufe~
ment, and attempt the performance of eve-
ry known duty, as well as they are able,.
, without delay ; uncertain how quickly
" death may cut them off in their fins, and
fruftrate all purpofes of future amendment.

7. Allthis fhould be attempted in the
strength of Gop, through Chrift, affuredly
depending on, and confiding in his help inv
the way of duty, and perpetually keeping
up a deep fenfe of their own impotence ;5
that all their fufficiency is of Gop, and that
of themfelves, they can do- nothing ;. but-
all things, Chrift ftrengthening them.

8. They fhould instantly and forthwith
make choice of Gop, for their portion and
bleflednefs, and attempt to-enter into fo-
lemn covenant with him through Chrift..
They fhould bring themfelves back to him
as returning prodigels; give toemselves,

- their interest, and all their powers and abi-
dities up to him, as his long abufed proper-
ty, and fubmit to him in all things,

9. They fhould attempt daily and per-
petually to accept of Chrift, by faith, in all
his faving offices, giving up their polluted,
difeafed fouls into-his hands as their com-
paffionate Phyfician and Redeemer ; aflur-
edly believing; that he will in no wife caft
them out or rejeét them, and firmly truft-
ing both his power and his grace..



16 KNOX: ESSAYS.

10. If, in the courfe of thef¢ endéavors,
the unrenewed heart rifes up againft thefe-
duties, and the wor/dand the dewil tempt:
the finner to flight them as needless, or to-
negle€t them as impossidle, or too severe,
(which will doubtlefs be often - the cafe) it
would be the wifeft courfe for - the perfon-
thus tempted, to flee inftantly te Gop, by
prayer, for fuccor, and to get the temptati-.
" onremoved. One earneft lock unto Gop,

upon fuch occafions, has been found by ex-

perience, to bring more firength into the-
foul, and to-be more efficacious againft
temptation, than all the human- reasoning:
and rcfolutions in the world. However,

it is the duty of the finner to_oppofe the

temptation by all means, and with all his.
might ; and it would be wife, beforehand, .
to be always expeéting fuch trials, and to.
Be pre-engaging the almighty aid againft’
the hour of temptation.

11. As the unconverted -fhould never-
negle&secret prayer, nor any one ordinance-
which they can attend';- fo, when the Spi.
rit of Gop moves upon their fouls, either
in convincing them of fin and mifery, or in
exciting-holy thonghts and good refeluti-
ons, they fhould cherith thef¢ motions;and-

“pray Geop, atthe time; to increafe and fet-
hiome thefe conviftions, till they iffue inan-
effe®tual and faving converfion: For, if

they relift, and quench, and grieve the ho-.
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ly~ Spirit, he will leave them, and they are
in danger of being undone for ever..

“}2. To help them in thefe duties, they
fhould often fet apart feafons for more fo:
]emn meditation, felf-examination and.

" prayer..
ESSAY T
CHAP. V.

The. fame {Ubje€t continued.. Sympromss
of an unconvertedstate..

1 WHAT EVER- charatters the fcrip--
* tures reprefent as under an im-
poflibility: of entering inte the kingdom of
heaven, are certainly to be reckoned among -
the unconverted.. Such-are a// unbeliev-
ersand impenitent siimers ;~—all habitual -
fornicators, adulterers, unclean thieves, co-
- vetous, drunkards, rewilers, extortioners, .
rdolaters, envious; malicious -perfons, firife- -
makers; fowers of fedition, and the: like*. -
Yet it fhould be obferved,

2. That i order to pronounce men “un--
converted; we muft fuppofe them under the-
dominion of thefe fins, and to be: living
cuftomarily and habitually in the pratice
of them: Which. wﬂl-appcm: from - threir

" ® 3Cor. vi. gy%0. Gali v, 19—a1. Eph. ve s, &c.
Reye abledit i’qpm rb. 92 =
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comamitting them freely and with deligh: ;
Jrequently ; pleading for them ; palliat-
' ing and extenuating them, and hating to
be admonifhed and reproved on account of
them.. . .

3. Men who continue wilfully ignorant
of their chriftian duty, and carelefs about:
it (which may be known by their under-
valuing, defpifing and negle¢ting the means
of knowledge and of grace) are certainly
in no unconverted ftate.  All church-neg-.
leéters come under this predicament.

4.. Men who are carelefs of their bearts
and thaughts, and give themfelves little
trouble about their bidden sins and bear:-
plagues, notwithftanding they may be pret-.
ty careful and confcientious in the out-
ward:part of moral and religious duties,are
certainly unconverted :- for, where there is
true grace, it turns the eye inward to the
heart, and the true convert is moft. watch-
ful againft hidden corruptions.. -

5.. Thofe who negleét the duties of se-
.eret prayer; meditation and self-examina-
tion, although they may be fcrupuloufly
punftualkin attending the publie ordinan-
ces of religion, are certainly unconverted :
dor, fecret duties, more efpecially secres
prayer, is the firse, the continued, and the
Jast duty of the converted foul.. .

6. Want of relish for boly actions,and
| religions daties ; a distasée to them; 2

'
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defire that they were not neceflary, and a
being pleafed with any excufe to get rid of
them, are very fure figns of an-unconverted
ftate ; more efpecially, when this difrelifh.
for holinefs is accompanied with-an inomdi--
nate defire of, and hankering after. worldly-
enjoymentsand fenfual pleafures..

7.. Men, who upon.impartial examina--
tion, find that they are no better than.they
were many years ago, but rather more vi-
aious and depraved, have all the reafon ins
the world to pafs an unfavorable judgment:
on their ftate.: for grace isof a growing
nature, and’ where it is, carries forward the
foul progreflively to higher. attainments in.
virtue and holinefs.

8. Men who have freely indulged vice.
in their youth, and'can. remember no time
fince when they were greatly humbled be.--
fore Gop for their youthful lufts; greatly
exercifed about deliverance from-their guilt
and dominion, .and 'made to abandan them:
with indignation ;- and who are not very
fenfible of fome remarkable change for the
better, both in their hearts and lives, may
certainly conelude that they are yet in the-
gall of bitrerness..

9. A man.who is not rationally assured;
and who - dees not fometimes fee/;, that he
loves Gop-above-al}.things, and that he is-
ready to part withi all things, his moft valus
ed intereffs,: his mok. belowed. talda, S

-
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sven life itfelf, in obedience to his will, and
rather than give up his title te-him :—He
who loves any creature more than Gop—
earth more than heaven—his body more
than his foul ;—who had rather be rich
than good, and prefers the pleafures of this
world before Gop’s.favor and enjoyment,
is certainly. unconverted..

10. That man, who upon' the moft de-
liberate: confideration, is not willing:to de-
ny himfelf the moft beloved -gratifications ;
to take up his crofs and follow bis Redeem-
er through poverty, contempt, perféecution
and even martyrdom itfelf; . who does not

. cordially accept and embrace him in all his
charalers, fubmit to him in all his offices,
truft him without referve, and give up-all
things #o him and for him, is certainly ftill
in an unregenerate, unconverted fate..

ESSAY L.
CHAP. VI

The fame fubjet continued. The unbapr
By state.of the unconverted..

S UCH are fpiritually” déad? dead in
trefpaflfes and fins; deadto Gop,
and to every good purpofc*\ :

. WeERiite. 3 Timav B .

’
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2. Such are s/aves ;- slaves to satan,
who rulesimr the hearts.of the children of
difobedience; blinds their eyes that they
cannot difcern the truth, and leads them
captive at' his pleafure ;—s/aves- alfo to
their unruly appetites andtyrannizing luft.*-

3. Such- are ehildren of wrath, and, if’
converfion prevent it not; born heirs to.
that torment, whichis the certain effeéts of
this wrath $+: They are fiiled in feripture:
the children of the devil, bearing his im--
age, poflefling his fpirit and temper; and
confequently, heirs of that hell,.which was.
prepared for the devil and his angels, which.
is their proper inheritance i. .

4. The unconverted are enemies to Gop
by-wicked works ; full of ‘natural antipa-.
thy and’ enmity againft-his- being, nature,
will and laws. The: principle which pre-.
vails in their hearts, weuld raturally lead:
them to- dethrone and.deftroy the bleffed
Gop, if they hasl the power. —And being-
fuch, Gop is a confuming fire to them:-
His nature and all hislaws are againft them,.
and fo are alfo all his- perfe&tions, except
his mercy, which indeed waits a while to
be gracious ; but, being abufed and flight-
ed; will in the end aggravate their Zuilt
and: mifry..

* 2 Tim, ji. 26. TiL jii. 3. Roms vi. 1%

+ Eph. ii. 3.
LJonn viii. 41, 42, 440 Matthe xAv. A\
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5. Such: continue wunder the guilt of all
the fins they ever have committed. Eve-
ry law and threatening in the Bible is.
againft them :. They are condemned alrea-
dy ; fentence is already paffed againft them:
in numberlefs places; fo that nothing but
the flender and precarious thread of pre-
fent life fulpends the execution.

6. They are on. the very brink of: perdi--
tion, momently in danger of dropping
into a place and ftate of endlefs mifery..
Every night they lie down, there is even
fomething more than a poffibility, that be-
fore the morning’s light, they may lift up-
their eyes, being in torments..

They have no. covenant right or title to-
any mercy they enjoy. Every blefling
they enjoy has. the nature of a curse to
them, in the manner in which they receive
and ufe it. This earth is only their prifon,
where they are for a fhoert time, fupported:
by Gop, ’till the time efetheir execution -
comes. The wicked is reserved to the day
of destruction ; they shall be brought forth
to the day of wrath*.

8. If they were perfeftly known, their
cafe would be pitied, and their nature hat-.
ed, by every good perfon on earth. And
the angels and other holy fpirits, fo far as
they know them, do thus regard them..

*Jod xxi. ggs
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9, If fuch did thoroughly know their
own wretched and perilous conditiaon, they
«<could not poffibly enjoy one moment’s
peace, tranquillity or happinefs in this life.
And, indeed, -whatever of this kind they
.do enjoy, is only a fatal delufory happinefs,
founded on false :bopes ; producing a dis-
tructive security, and iffuing in endless
despair.

10. Fhereis only left for them this.com-
fort, that they are yet out of a place of tor-
ment, and that there is ftill ‘hope and help
for thermi in Gop, through Chrift, if they
* will fpeedily .embrace the -opportunity.
The present moment is all they can ration-
:ally rely upon, in which to better their
ftate, and caft the die for eternity !

ESSAYL
CHAP. VIL

“The fame fubject continued. Mistakes
about conversion rectified.

1. IT has been alreadyobferved,that con-
verfion is a tBorough and remarkable
change; and therefore,thatthofe perfons muft
bé deceived,who imaginethemielves tohave
been truly converted, merely becaufe of
fome outward, partial, and incomplets
change which they may have ondergone,
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-cither from difference in age and circum-
ftances in -life ; -alterations in their health,
.conflitution, .or interefts and connexions;
the principles of felf-love, honor.and repu-
tation; legal pannics and terrors, or from
falfe and .incomplete views of religion. 1t
may .now-be-obfesved. wegarively,

(1.) That christian baptism .cannot be
that converfion or regeneration, to which
the promife of heaven is annexed: for we
are exprefsly told,-that unlefs a man s born
again. of the Spirit, as well as of water, he
cannvt enter into the kingdom of Gon.
Befides,many babtized perfons,are amongft
the wickedeft of men and have evident.and
abfolute need of fpiritual regeneration.

(2.) The bare profession, even of a true
religion, however Ipecious, is not conver-
fion ; elfe all the .profeflors of a true reli-
gion would be rrue converts ; which we
know is far from being the cafe in faél.
Much leis, o

(3.)Can it confift in a man’s changing
his religious profeflion : for this may be,
and often is done from worldly, interested,
‘lucrative motives, and false,erroncous prin-
ciples, and not from convitions of truth
and duty. :

(4.) Strong convitions of fin, and great
fear of Gopn’s wrath, cannot, of themfclves,
prove a finner to be truely converted. 1If

{0, we muft conclude, that Cain, Herod,

~
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Pilate, Simon Magus and Fudas Iscariot,
were true converts, which is not true in
fadt ; becaufe the terrors of thefe unhappy
men did not iffue in true repentance.

(5.) An external sober, moral conduct, a
life free from the grofs outward as of fin,
and a regular attendance-on the ordinances
of religion, ate no certain evidences of
c¢onverfion, though they may juftly com-
mand the refpet and efteem of our fellow
men. This was the righteoufnefs of the
Pharisees : it is aHo the righteoufnefs of
moft hypocrites and formalifts: and yet-our
‘Saviour, who knew and deteted the real
charafers of thefe men, has affured us, that
unlefs our rightecousness thall exceed theirs,
we fhall in no wife enter into :the kingdom.
of Gon*.

(6.) A man’s redlly tenouncing and
abandening fome fin or fins, to which he
has been -addited, cannot prove him a

.- true convert, while he ‘continues in the

love and pra&tice of other fins. Herod
heard Fobn Baptist gladly, and did many
things in obedience to his miniftry, whicl
were not much againft his natural inclina-
tion; but would by ne means part with
his beloved luft his darling Herodias t.
Men do many things of this kind from meer’
prudential motives, and becaufe thefe fins

® Matth. v. 20.

”' Mark vi, 20y ’3.
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are deftrutive of their health, intereft antl
reputation : But he .who offends wilfully,
allowedly and  perseveringly in-one point,
is guilty of the whole law* ; and plainly
fhews that he defpifes the authority by
which it is enjoined, and .obedience to it
enforced.

(7.) A man’s fhewing remarkable zeal
in religion, is no certain proof that he is a
true convert, or a real chriftian. Zeal is
either good or bad, according to the objects
about which it is employed, the motives
from which it originates, and the spirit and -
zemper with which it is.exercifed. If zeal
be according to knewledge, it can hardly
exceed in the meafure of it; for it is al--
ways good to be zealoufly affeted in a
good thingt : But a blind, ignorant and
misguided zeal, is the moft furious, mif.
chievous and deﬁru&wc of all the paflions.
The. apoftles knew not what manner of fpi-
rit they were of, when in a paroxifm of
their frantic zeal, they called for fire from
heaven to deﬁroy the Samaritanst. As
touching zeal, St. Paul, when Saul, per-.
fecuted the ehurch of Chrift, and deftroy-
ed that which he fhould have built up.lil .

2. It has been already faid, positively,
and I here repeat it, That converﬁon is 3

‘. ]ames il 100
+ Gal. vi. 18.
/ Luke ix. 35. . . <o
Read A@s :x Gal. i 13. &o. Phili il g, 6. 8
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Freat,universal, radical change ofthe foul

By the regenerating’ inflaences of the Spirit
of Goo,—not of the substance and nature

~of thefoul ; but of its temper and princi-

plc's : notfuch as to-preclude all {in and cor-
ruption’ in tliis life ;' but fuchi‘as cauifes ple-
ty and virtue to predominate in the charac-
ter,and as it lays a foundation for progress
in: hokiness, and final perfection. Itis, in
fhort, a: newand divine nature and princi-
Ple, generating a new and divine life.

3. The forerunners and’ concomitant
attendants of'this change, are generally, as’
follows : (1.) This change is preceded by’
fuch a conviction of guilt and pollution; as
deeply humbles the foul before Gop, and
make it feel itfelf expofed to eternal mifery ;
that it is- belpless and lying at undescrved
mercy, and thagit niusz perishs, if it receives:
not this mercy.~—(2.):By fuch a fenfe of
the evil of fin, as caufes the foul to abhor

- it, and:to-wifh above all things go'be freed

from'its dominion and pollution.—(3.) By
fuch a fenfe of the depravity and badnefb
of the finner’s heart, as makes him fee the
neceflity of its. being changed- by divine
grace, and makes him wifh, above all
things- to be truly regenerated.—(4.) By
fuch a fenfe of: the finher’s: inability to
change his own. heart and affetions, as
makes him feel that it never can be done,
unlefs Gon is pleafed to- take.the waoxk-
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wholly into-his ownhands.—(5.).By fuch &

fenfe of the {inner’s needaof Christ, as makes.
him fce his help in him alone, fo as.
earnellly to defire to embrace him ;. to be
united to him, and found in him :—And
Jinally, by fuch-a fight and fenfe of the pow-.
er-and grace of Chrift, his all-fufficiency tos.
fave unto the uttermoft, and his fulnefs and:
fuitablenefs ta all the finner’s wants and:
defires, as engages the finner, as a losz, sin-

sick, perishing creature, to eaft himfelf
chearfully into the hands of this glorious,

compaflionate Redecmer, with-a full and.
unfhaken confidence, that he will work the:
great falvation in bim and for him, and!

give Him.a complete viélory overevery en-.
emy.

ESSAY L
C HAP. VIIL.

The fame {gbject continued: The way of”
discerning true Conversion by its. cffects.
and.consequences..

L S foon as the Spirit of Gop regene-.

rates the foul, it is confcious of a’

kind and degree of light and knowledge

which. it had not before, and ¥ poflc{fed"

with correspondént affections. It knows:

itself in a different manner from what it

formerly did..  Uncaenverted men do. little
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ftudy andlittle know their inward man..
Their thoughts and obfervations are chief.
ly employed about outward circumstances
and external accomplishments : But the
light of grace opens a new {cene to the-
foul, the eye of which is turned inward,
sbackward and forward ; and as light in-
creafes, it ftill fees more and more of its
natural deformity, wilencss and guiltiness,
and more and-more admires that wonderfid .
mercy, which regarded it in its low condi-
tion, and undertook #s redemption and de-
liverance.

2. The converted foul knows and [ées:
Gop in-quite-a different manner from what
was ufual.. A new and glorious light thines:
now on all his perfections, providences,
lewsandwords. Inits unrenewed ftate, it
had indeedafpeculative khowledge of Gop,
which ftruck it at times, with-wonder and.
admiration : Butnow Gop appears incom.
parably glorfeus and amiable ; a fit object
of thie foul’s love and ¢hoice, and its defira--
ble portion. Formerly, it could obferve his
wondrous works and adorable providences,.
without confidering Gop in them : But
now the whole world feens full of Gobp;
Grop appears more or lefs to the foul in eve-
ry work, in every providence in every
mercy, and’ m every afflition: and the
foul iees and epproves his glory and beau--
ty, his power and wisdom, Mis justice ™™

- D2
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goodness -in all ;- is charmed:with thefe
manifeftations of him, and follows hard af-
ter him as its only and all.sufficient portion.
3. The converted foul has quite a. new
kind-of knowledge and apprehenfion, of -
Christ to- what it formerly had. Uncon-
verted perfons, at the very beft only confi-
der Chrift-asa great and worthy: persony
and a benefactor-to a guilty world ; as fufs
taining a moft beroical and benevolent cha-
rater, and therefare worthy the admirati-
on and praife of-men : But. the. true con-
vert fees Chrift, by faith, as the ¢higf a-
mong ten thousand, and altogether lovely. .
There is a kind of fecret unaccountable
charm in the very name, and idea of Fesus,
that excites his love and draws his. affe@ti..
on; whom having not feen, he loves, and :
in whom; altheugh new he fees him not;
yet believing he exults and rejoices, with a.
joy unfpeakable and full of glory.* He:
fees an inexpreflible beauty in his person .
and character, and a wonderful excellen.
cy, fitnefs and neceflity in all-his.saving of=
Jces ; and, in this view, Chrift is . exceed..
ing dear and precious to him. He regards
him as his. Lord, his lowe, hislife, his
Sfriend, his wisdom, righteousness, sanctis
ficationand redemption. 'When you fpeak
- of Chrift to him, his heart leaps with grati,
tude and joy, and he.is ready to cry out;

: . -5 ¢ ., . .
# pet. 1. B. : P S e

\J

-a
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¢ This -is my beloved; and this is my friend,
¢-O ye daughters. of Jerusalem ;—he who
¢ hath loved me and wafhed: me from my.
¢ {fins in his own blood ;—he in whom I
¢ have believed, and towhem I have com-
¢ mitted. my foul, againft that day ;—my
¢ Savior; my Lord, my Judge, and my por-
¢tion ¥’

4. The real convert has quite a new
knowledge and judgment of Gop’s holy
Jaw, and quite newregards- and affeCtions
refpeting it: The Psalmist’s prayeris now
anfwered in him, ‘‘Lordopen thoumyeyes,
¢¢ that I may behcld wondrous things out
¢ of thy law *.” He, indeed, beholds:
Gop’s law with zew .eyes, and regards it
with zew affections. As the very beft a-
mong uncenverted perfons have very false,
contracted, unworthy-notions of the divine
law ; fo neither are they cerdial friends
to the ftri€tnefs of its requirements, and
that holinefs which it enjoins.. ¢ The car-
¢¢ nal. mind is enmity againft Gop ; for it is
¢ -not {ubjet to the law of Gop, neither in-
<« deed can be : Forthe. taw is spiritual,
«and.can be only relithed and delighted in
by a rencwed, spiritual mind ; but such
s are carnal,sold under sint.”’ Some of
the divine laws, indeed, which do not crofs
their beloved lufts, may, i fome meafure, -

TPl exit i8° -
+ Rom. vii: 14——viii. 7+



2 KNOX's ESSAYS.

gain their liking and approbation, and they
may be athamed to fpeak evil of the law in
§cnera'l,which thereafonof mankindandthe
criptures of truthpronounce tobe boly, just
and good *: But ftill their corrupt-hearts
and natures relutate againft the purizy and
perfection of the divine law ; and-the more
they know of its purity, exceeding broad-
nefs, and the unabating, unremitting ftrict-
nefs of its requirements, {till the more do
their hearts rife up againftit. Now, con-
verting grace reconciles both the judgment
and affections to-the purity of the divine -
law, both by opening the finner’s eyes to.
behold the beauty of holinefs, and by con-
forming and attempering his heart to- that
purity and f{pirituality which the law re-
quires.. ‘¢ He delights in the law of Gop,
*¢after the inward man ;” he confents that
it is boly, just and good ; and when his cor-
ruptions would lead him to violate its pre-
cepts, he wholly condemns himfelf, and ap-
proves that law, which, thro’ the momenta.
ry prevalence of corruption, he tranfgrefs-
est. But that I'may be brief,

5. The renewed foul has quite a- new
knowledge and judgment of* szz, and his
heart ftands quite: differently affe€ted to-
wards it.

- 6. The inftramental duties of religion;
divine ordinances and religioys dutics, are

#® Rom. vii. 52,
¥ Rom. vii. throughount.
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regarded in a quite other manner than ufu-
al by the renewed finner, and performed
and frequented on quite different princi-
Ples, and for quite different ends and pur-
pofes ;. namely, to promote the glory of
©op, and obtain fpiritual communion. with
kim in the ufe of thefé means.

7. The passions and leading affectjons:
of the renewed foul, have quite a new: ten-
dency, bent and direction. His. joys are
quite new, as-to their objefls ; and fo are
his desires and aversions, his cares and.
Jears, his bopes and sorrows.

8. In a word, a man, after converfion,.
may be faid to.be a new creature ;: he has
- new principles, new ends, new purposes
and pursuits, new friends and encmies,
new interests, new pains and pleasures,.
and confequently a zew nature ;- according-
to that very plain and emphatical declara-
tion of the Apoftle, Therefore if any man:
be in Chrift; beis a NEw crREaATURE: OrD
‘things are PaSSED awavy; behold, arn

THINGS are becomc NEW¥,

9. If thefe things, therefore, be fo; if
fuch is the universal’ and remarkablt
change wrought in the finner by regenerati-
on, is it poflible that fuch a change can.
have long paffed upon men, and yet they
be totally ignerant of the matter 2

® 2 Cor. v. 17,
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10. It may indeed happen, that a few are
favingly changed in-infancy and childbood
and under the influence of an early Chrifti-
an cducation, before vicious habits have
been forined and’ confirmed’ in. the foal.
In others alfo, the (change as to the fenfible
effc&@s of it) may have been show, gradual.
and almoft zmperceptzble, and so, neither
the work itfelf, nor the ¢ime when. it. was.
performed, may be difcerned’ or acknow-
ledged, in a courfe of many years. It may.
alfo happen, in fome cafes,that all the fymp--
toms of a saving and’ qﬂ'ectual converfion
may. be felt, and yet thofe who fecl them,.
may long doubt of their #7ush and realzz:y,.
and fufpe@ that they are fallacious and.
counterfeit ; until the Spirit himfelf fhines:
upon his. own work, and compels (as it
were)convitiveev idénce ofits truth; «“The-
“ Spirit witnefling with their fpirits¥:”’
Howevers it.is next tolmpoﬂiblc, but that
all muft know, that a great work: bas- been-
wrought upon them; and’'a mighty change
Has paffed” in them ;- and that ¢ whereas
‘they were once blind, now they feet.””’

11. Tt may be laid down as a general-
maxim, to which experience and obferva.
tion have furnifhed very few exceptions,
that the greater sinners men have been, the
deeper and more bumiliating have been.

*Rom. viii. 16.
7 Joha ix. 25.
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heir conviftions of'fin, and the more sen-
-sible and remarkable this great change in
them, both to themfelves and others.

12. ‘What muft we rationally and proba-
bly infer . concerning perfons of this char-
atter, who have never yet experienced any
fuch remarkable change in themfelves ?—
Either, ithat they are total ftrangers to se//~
examination and self-knowledge (which is
a fure mark of a gracelefs ftate ;)—or that,
no such change has ever as yet paffed upon
themt - = :

13. What then muft we neceffarily con.
clude, concerning the fate of the generality
of nominal Chriftians ?—That they are not
converted, nor born again of the Spirit;
and confequently, that, in their prefent con-
dition, they cannot enter into the kingdom
of heaverrxt! = = S

ESSAY 1
CHAP. IX.

The fame fubje&t continued.  The matives
| o conversion. :

| 1. THE converfion of afinner gives joy
) in heaven. It gives pleafure to
the  heart of Gop, and of his dear Son ;

LN N

’ * John iii. §.
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and every benevolent spirit of that upper
world, partakes in the joy, thata co-heir is
born to glory*.

2. As far as itis known, it rejoiceth the
heart of every good perfon upen earth.
The whole church militant rejoice in it.

3. To bring finners to repentance and fi-
nal happiness, is the chief defign of all the
manifeftations of Gop to men, and of all
his great and memorable tranfations‘on
<arth.

4. To effe& this was the grand defign of
Chrift’s incarnation, ministry, miracles,
Iabors, sufferings, alcenfion to glory, and
pouring down the gifts and graces of the
Holy Ghkoft, on his apoftles and on the
church.

5. To accomplifh the converfion of hu-
man fimmers, the apoftles of the Lamb /a-
bored, and wrote, and travelled, and suffer-

. ed, and died; and this is the grand bufi-
nefs of all the labor and expenie of a gofpel .
miniftry in the world.

6. Gop’s merciful nature invites, al-
lures, and encourages finners to repentance.
and converfion. He hath no pleafure in
the final mifery of finners, but that they
fhould turn from their way and live.—Zbis
he sofemnly swears by his facred life*. He

® -Exek. xxxiii. 11. Maul. xxifh, 37, Leke six. 41, ¢¥
-+ XV, 10,
® fack, XIIZI,I I
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is not willing that any fhould perith, but
that all fhould come to repentance*. He
is merciful and gracious, flow to anger, and
of great compaffion, pardoning -iniquity,
tranfgreflion and fint. See this merciful
“difpofition of Gop to repenting finners, if-
luftrated with an.inzxpreflible beauty and
energy, .in the conduét of the fatker to-
wards the returning prodigal, Luke xv.
7. Gop’s moft gracious calls, and ex-
ceeding many great and precious promises,
fhould have an irrefiftable force to induce
us to converfion; efpecially when confider-
ered in conjunction with thofe riches. of his
" goodnefs, and forbearance, .and long-fuffer-
ing patience, which finners are defpifing
and abufing, tothe unfpeakable aggravation
of their own guilt and mifery }. ‘

8. The gates of heaven are:fet open .and
all the riches of its beauty and glory dis-
played before finmers, for this-very purpofe,
that they might be allured .by the profpe&
of celeftial glory, to converfion and repen-
tance. . _

9. Weare aptto think the defcriptions
given infcripture of hell and .everlafting
mifery and torment, very difgufting; but
the fole defign of these representations is to
-alarm the fears.of finners by the profpet of
this mifery, that.fo they may be brought to

4

® 3 Pet. iii. 9. _
1+ Exod. xxxiv, 6, { Rom.ii, 4, %.
)
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a fpeedy and effe€tual converfion. Hed/

would .never have been revealed to finners,
haditnot been, that knowing thefe terrors
of the Lord, they might be perfuaded to
repentance.

10. The safe and bappy state which con-
wverfion puts us into, and the rich and glo-
rious privileges which it confers upon us,
even in this life, thould be a powerful mo.
tive to our getting ‘into this happy ftate.:
Pardon, peace and reconciliation with an
offended Gop; deliverance from the in-
dwelling power, curfe and condemnation of

" fin, adoption, proteftion; an intereft in

Gop as our portion, and the comfortable

hope of his eternal .enjoyment.

11. .Gopr’s having brought down the
terms of hisgreat falvation fo low, ind made:
it fuch a poffible, feafible and pradticable
thing for finners to be faved, will render
them wholly inexcufable, if they coniinue
unconverted, and {fo come fhort .of falvation.
They are commanded and invited, by a fo-
lecifm in language, to buy the great falva-
tion without money .or price, to come and
drink of the water of life freely* ; only ta
fook unto Chrif}, fromthe ends of the earth,
and be faved ; te come unto him, toreceive:
him, and to believe in himj.

12, Although we cannot fulfil thefe rea-

\ * Ifa. lv. 1, 2. Rev. xxii. 1.

¥ I3, xlv. 33, Jobn 1.1s, Matth, ii. 28. °

-

-
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fonable and eafy conditions of the new and
gracious covenant, by any ftrength of our
pwn, yet Gop hath promifed, that he wilj
put his {pirit into us, and help us,and work
n us both to-will and to do the things thag
are pleafing to him, if we siricerely and ime-
portunately. folicit this divine agent by
prayer¥. . _ :

13. But the mioft cogent and necessitat.
ing motive of all is, That we either muft
be converted ot muft perish eternally ! The
feripture is clear, decisive and peremptory
in-this matter : {o that we are under this
dilemma ; ‘- We muft either turnorburn 3
s¢ either be converted- to Gop, and born
¢t again of the Spirit, or take up our refi-
¢¢ dence forever with devils and damned
¢{pirits !’

ESSAYIL
CHAP. L

Justiricarion : Or the method of a sin-
ner's being justified before Gon.

1. JUSTIFICATION no where inferip-

o ture fignifies a figner’s being made
righteous ; butit every where fignifies his
being esteemed, manifested, or pronounced
righteous. !

* Luke ii. g—148



40 KNOXs ESSAYS:

2. This word; although if Has always
this fignification, yet it has three different
fenfes in the fcriptures; either, firse, it is
taken for eur presems-juftification in the
#ight of'Gop; our being pardoned, and ac-
cepted inte a flate of faver and friendfhip
with-him-: —Or secondly, for our juftifica~
tion before men, and our own consciences =
—Or, thirdly; for our public sentence of ac-

ittance and approbation, on the day of
judgment; in-the prefence of the affembled
world#.

3. Juftificationis aforenfic orlaw-term,op~
pofed tocondemnation. Now condemnation
ncver fignifies the making of men guilty, but
only pronouncing them so ; inlike manner,
jufttication never fignifies making men ho-
ly, but only. declaring them to be fuch in.
the eye of the law.

4. We are faid to be-juftified by the im-.
putation of Chrift’s righteoufnefs : Now,tc.
impute, is to efteem-any. charaéter or qual-.
ity to belong to a perfon as his.

5. A thing may be imputed to a perfon,
which-was always his own : So sin is im-.
puted to a finner, when he is treated as an -
offender ; - in like manner, righteousness is
juftly imputed to a perfon, who has always
obeyed the law. '

@ Pfal. xxxii. 1. 2 Rom. iif. 22. &c.——iv. 2. &. Gal.
ji. 16. — il 1, &c, Jam. ii, 20—26. 1 John iii. 21,
Job. xxvii. 6., Matth. xxv. 34.
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6. A thing, quality or ckaracter may al-
fo be imputed to a perfon, which was not
always or-originally his own, but'is only
efteemed to belong to him, in the eye of the
law : Thus, a debt is imputed to the surezy,
and his: payment of . it is imputed to the.
debtor, and reckoned bis act and deed.

7. This feems to be. the preper notion?
of imputation in the prefent dorine. -
€hrift-as our {urety; has undertaken topay '

“our dehts; 1. e. toratone ferour sins.. Ouxr”
fins are; therefore.imputed to him,.and ag-
cordingly hefuffers for them, as<though:
they had been his own :- and his righteonf-
nefs-is freely-and gracioufly imputed to us, .
if we are indeed believers, {o that we-may
plead it before Gob as our justifyingrighte--

"ousness : And . therefore itis that Gop:
juftifies and acquits us as righteous, even-
for the fake of his dear.Son’s righteouinels, -
which we accept and-plead by faith. -

8. As sinners we may be- faid to owe -a-
double or twofeld debt to Gop, which muf:.
be paid before we ean be- juflified.. We-
awehim perfectobedienceto the law, through -
the whole of our lives ; .and. this weuld in- -
deed juftify us, if we were inmocent crea-
tures, and did perfeétly fulfil this condition
of the firft  covenant : -but being now sin-
ners,we owe the debt oferernal punishment,
and the debt of perfect obedience alfo, (our
obligations to-which, as the creatures and

TR )
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fubjefts of Gop, can never, be cancelled :)
Now, we are equally unable to pay eitber-
of thefe debts. As the punishment which.
we owe is efernal, we muft be ever paying-
it, and never fhall have. paid off the fcore. .
No moment fhall arrive in the courfe of
eternal duration, when we, {hall be able to.-
fay, This debt is paid. Andas to the other-
debtofperfect obedience,thepaymentof it be-
«comes impofhible to thofe who haveoncesisn..-
ned ; {eeing that obediencecannever beger-
Ject, in which there is one failure or defect.

9. Sinners being therefore thus incapa-
b/e and insolvent, Chrift undertook for them.
as their surety ;—/first, by suffcring, to pay .
the debt of punifhment due for their fins ;.
and secondly, by his perfect and sinless.
:obedience tothe law of Gop, from his birth-
to his death, he hath wreught out for them .
a complete righteoufnels, anfwering - every:
demand of the law ; and thus he is become -
THE LORD THEIR-RIGHTEOUSNESS¥®,

- 10. The righteouinefs which is imputed
%0 believers for their juftification, 1s not
the personal righteoufnefsof Chrift, asman; -
nor- his essential righteoufnefs, as Gop ;
but his sureryship righteoufnefs, as Goo-
-man-Mediator ; and- is the whole of his
vbedience and sufferings, from his birth to
Ris death, which he performed in the room
and ftead of believers. .

* - Jer, xxiils 6i=——xxXiii1364..
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11 This imputation, therefore, is Gop’s
gracioally making over of this perfet fure--
tyfhip righteoufnefs. of Chrift to believers,
and his accepting their perfons, on that ac-
count, as righteous. .

ESSAY 1L
CH AP. I

Toe Doctrine of Fustification, through the
2mputed Righteousness of Christ,continued. .

L IN' the doctrine of juftification, by the
righteoufnefs of Chrift, we are not to -
apprehend Gop-as miftaking our real
charafters, and efléeming us perfe@ly -
righteous, when indeed e are not : On the
contrary, he confiders us as being juft what -
we are, poor, sinful men,; who have fulfilled
the demands of his law, only by the obedi--
ence of our furety. .
2: Nor ought we to efteem ourfélves the -
more righteous or wortby, on account of
our being ‘thus juftified, but as unworthy -
" and hell-deferving as ever : - Confequently, .
this doftrine is fo far fromminiftering to -
{piritual pride, that, when rightly under-
ftood; it muft tend greatly to-humble the
jaftified believer; feeing thofe who are
thus justified, are fill ungodiy*.

® Rom. iv. .
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3. Tlhe righteoufness of Chrift is imput-
ed to none but zrue believers; i. e. fuch
as have truly received Chrift, and are-unit- -
ed to him by faith :. For, inthusreceiving:
him, we receive his persom, offices and ben- .
efits, and confcquently, bis righteousness,
which isone. of thofe benefits, freely-offer-
ed in the gofpel toall who will acceptit.

4. This righteoufness is not imputed to -
a finner before he has faith, nor is the im-
putation of it delayed till the fruits of faith
appear ; but the moment a finner betieves,
it is imputed to him, and he is juftified+.

5: But that this doftrine may appear i
a: ftill more cléar, convictive. and uncxcep- -
tionable point of light : -

(1.) It is evident,thatman is naturallyand
neceflarily under law to Goy ; and this is -
equally true of -all created: beings. (2.)
Some kind of righteousnefs is- abfolutely
neceflary to man’s juffification. (3.) That
righteoufnefs which juftifies man, muft be
fuch:as anfwers to the perfe€tion of that law
under which .man is. (4.) The law was at
firft given to man for two-distinct ends ;

Jirst; To fignify Gop’s will, enjoined by
his authority for the rule of man’s duty ;
and, secondly, Asacovenantbetween Gop
and man, accordingto which, man was to

+ Ram. iv ag, 23.
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expe&t life or déatk eternal; as he should or
should not. fulfil the terms of it. Now,
this law, in the J#ss fenfe of it, is abrogat-
ed by the- bringing in of a berzer covenant ;
but in the £rst? fenfe, the law, as-a.rule of
duty; obliging to-obedienee, is of perpetual
obligation. In tbis- sense, Chrift-came to
establish-the law, and has incorporated it
" into his gofpel, in its wtmoft purity;-as the
baw of bis hingdom; and the rulé of his sub-
Jjeets. It is therefore a righteoufnefs an-
fwerable to-the demands of-tbzs /aw, which
alone can juftify us. But,

(5.) We can have no fuch righteoufnefs
of our own ; nor can any creature. provide.
fuch-a righteoufhefs for us; and it is ex-
prefsly declared by the ApofHe, ¢ That by
the deeds of tH® law, no flefh living fhalk
_ be juftified*.”

(6.) The law, an obedience to which the
Apoftle excludes from having any. fhare in-
aur juftification, is not merely the ceremo-
wial law, as fome have imagined, but the
moral law alfo :—That law, by which is
the knowlédge of sint :—That law which.
was ordained-to lifet :—That law, by the
hireach of ‘which the whole world was con-.
demned, and from the eurfe of which Chrift-
came, to deliver us|:—That law againft

* Rom. viii. 3.—iii. 20, 38. Gal. fis. 26+ —<iii 21.
+ Rem. iii. 20 vii. 7.

 Rom. vii. 10. X. .
ﬁ‘ Rom. iii. 19. Gal, iii 13
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which the Gentiles finned* ;—and that
law which we established by faitht ; all
which defcriptions, are applicable enly. to
the moral kaw. Abrabam is declared to
have been juftified by faith alone, withoug
works done in obedience tb any lawj
and the Apoftle exprefsly excludes works.
of every kind from our juftificationt.

(7.) No fuch New LaW of gospel since-
rity (taking in faith, repemtance,-and sin-
cere, though imperfect, obedience as the
ground of our juftification under the new
eovenant, inftead of perfeé obedience wums-
der the old) has ever been given by Gonp,
as the term’ of our pardon and acceptance :
For, if we were juftificd before 'Gop by
fuch a parchwork, imperfect righteoufnefs
as this, two-abfurdities would follow :—
First, Gop mnft be fuppofed to abate in
the demands of his' law, in favor of our
corruptions; and, if Gon could’abate any
thing of,the perfetion of-his law, he might
abate more ; yea, he might cancel its ob-
ligations altogether. In that cafe, Chrift
lived and:died in vain, who lived ‘and died"
to establish and honor the law ; and man-
kind might have been redeemed and faved”
without his aronement and mediation :—
Secondly, We are then flill under a cove--

* Rom. iii. g

¥ R i1t 31,

}'Rom. iv. 2, 3.
( Eph. ii, 8, 9. Rom. ii.6;
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mant of works, and /ive by doing : For,let
.-the wark be perfect or imperfect, it will
ftillbe a covenant of works, fo long as
works are the .condition of it! Both of
“which are exprefsly contrary to the doc-
Arine of the gofpel.

. 8. We cannot poflibly be juftified by the
works, or merit,-or righteousness of any
amere creature, however holy or dignified ;
mone being able to pay-more than that righ-
‘teoufnefs which he himfelf owes, as a crea-
ture to the law of-Gop : For creatures are
.obliged to.employ all their powers, talents
and faculties in the fervice of their Crea-
tor ; and when they have done all that they
.are commanded, and all that they can, they
have done _only their duty ; and therefore
.can, properly {peaking, merit nothing for
other creatures*,

ESSAYIL
CHAP. IIIL,
The Doctrine of Fustification continued.
1. WE have ah;_eadyf obferved, -that we
have no righteoufnefs .of our own

-whereby we can be juftified, fo that if
ever we arc juftified, it muft be by the

# Lukexvii: 95 19
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righteoufnefs of another ; and this oth
er,as the fcripturces declare, is the Lord
Fesus Christ, whoappcared .upon earth te
fulfil all righteoufnefs; tho’ .he owed no
fuch righteoufiefs on his own .account, as
Mediator (this being an office which he
voluntarily undertook, and to which he was
by no means antecedently obliged): For
this purpofe alfo, he was made of a woman,
made urder the law ; appeared in the like-

" mess.of sinful flesh.; gave bis life a ran-
some for many,.and made bis soul an offer-
ing for sin.*

As it appears to me a.matter-of unfpeak.
able importance that mankind fhould well
underfland this doétrine, fo I take the li-
berty of entreating the readers of this little
Eflay, to beftow a clofe attention to the
aphorifin advanced in it, and te the ferip-
tures in the margin, upen which thefe aph-
orifms are grounded.

2. Chrift is'exprefsly called the Lord our
righteoufnefs, and we are faid to be juftified
by his righteoufncfst.

" 8, This mediatorial orsuretyship righe.
eousness of Chrift, is exprefsly faid to be
made over, or imputed to believing finners
for their juftificationt.

®Gal, iv. 4. Phil. ii. 7, 8. Matth. xx, 28 Heb. ix 38.
Ifa, liii.

+ Jer. xxiii. 6. Ifa. xlv. 24, 1iii. 11, Dan. ix. 3¢,

1 Rom, iils 24 Vs 18, 21 mmeewmvilic 1, gmee—it. 4.
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4. Chrift wrought out this righteoufnefs
" for us, by the appointment of Gop, in con-
dequence of the covenant of redemption¥.

5. This righteoufnefs was wrought out
an the samc nature which sinned and fell,
and which stood in need-of it : He allumed
not the nature, nor undertook the cause of

fallen angels, but of the fallen and lost
seed of Adam, the pregenitor of human fin»
ners. Se that He, by afluming our na-
turé is become our kinsman,to redeem our
Jost inberitancet ; and, it is remarkable,

. that Gobp prepared him a body for this very
purpoife ; which proves that the defign was
originally from Gop, and that he is well-
pleafed for his righteoulnefs faket:.

6. Nothing can be clearer and plainer
from the whole current of fcripture, than
that what Chrift did and suffered in our na-
ture, as God-man Mediator, he did and
suffered properly in our room and stead,
and that both his ebedience and sufferings
were properly vicarious, i. e, for us, upon
our being enabled to comply with, and ful-
il the conditions of the covenant of graces;

.. e. believe in fuch a manner as to-repent
" and return unto Gon, by a faving conver- .

® Zech. vi. 2. 13. 1 Pet. i. 19, 30. Prov. viii. 22,—
31. Heb: x. g,—10. Tfa. xlii. 6—xlix 3,—9—I.
§,—10. ——liii. 10s 2 Tim.i.q. Tited. 2. Gal.i. 4

+ Ruth. iv. g,—15. Levit. xxv. 24

$ Gsl.iv. 4. Heb#i. 14. Pfzl, xl.b Rom,. viii. 2
—V. §Q. )

¥
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fion*; and this alone can account for the
greatnefs of our Lord’s dejection, conster-
&ation, terror and agony in the laft {cenes
of his paffion. .

7. Gop the Father hath declared his ac-
ceptance of this righteoufnefs for all the
purpofes for which it was intended, and in
confequence of which, he is declared to be
@ just God, while a Savior, and the justif-
er of sinners whoe believe m Jesust. He
is reprefented as delighting in‘Chrift, in the
very profpet of his thus offering bimself,
and working out a righteousness for ment 5
and as being aftually delighted and well

eased with that facrifice which, in the
“fulnefs of time, he offered|. ‘Gon’s accepr-
dnce and approbation of this righteoufnefs,
is alfo proved by his raifing him from the

rifon of the grave, and receiving him inte

eaven, *#* ,

8. The way in which we become inter-
efted in this righteeufnefs,is by fa2ézh,which
will be the fubje& of the following Effay,

9. As this mediatorial righteoufnefs of
Chrift is perfecs and complete, fo if it be

# Read and attentively confider Heb. ix, 26,—28. 1 Pet.
ii. 24. John.i. 2g Eph. v. 2. Matrth. xx. 28 Xxvi.
28. a Tim. ii.6. Gal.iii.13. Rom.iii 25. 2. Cor,

v. 2%
4 Rom. iii 26.
Prov. viii. Ifa. xlii. 3. Matth. iii. 17.
Eph. v. a.
% Afs ii. 24+ Rom. iv. 85.——viil. 34, Heb. xi. 20,
fpha xvi. 10,
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imputed to a finner for his juftification, it
is muft be every way {ufficient for that pur-
pofe. It isto the fudl satisfaction of alk
the parties concerneds: For, first, as Chrift
was perfectly holy in: his nature, of infiniter
dignity in his perfon, and did and suffered
all that the law required, fo the demands of
the law are fully fatisfied, and the law itfelf
more honored than it could have been by
the perfeét obedience' of innocent men o
angels : —Secondly, Gop himfelf is per fect-
Iy satisfied, as the whole defign.was from:
bim, and all his.perfeétions do- moft Hluftri--
oully thine out in this way of jultifying 2
finner* :—It is a methodpleafing to Chrift ;:
He freely offered himfelf; he gloriously
revived from under his: fufferings, andis:
bighly oxalted’ and rewarded in confe-
quence of themt ;—Nor, furely,. can the
pardoned sinner himfelf have any thing to
objeét againft. this method of his juftificati-
on. He had no righteoufnefls of bis own,.
nor could the whole univerfe of created be-
ings furnifh him with any which could be
available : In this forlorn and destitute con-
" dition, Gon. pitied him and’ laid his help
upon one. miglity to fave; and Chrift.
wrought ont.a moft perfeét righteoufnefs
for his juftification.
10. As it is undoubtedly true, that we

#* Job xxxiii. 23, 23« 1 Jobn iv..10. A@sii. 23,
+. Philip. #. by=2t.-
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cannot be juftified by any inberent, perso-
nal righteousness of our own; fo it is
equally certain, that without sucd an in~
berent rightcousness, wrought in us by the
xegencrating, fanttifying Spirit, we can ne-
wer enter into thekingdom ofheaven.. This.
8 a doftrine of vaft importance alfo, and:
which is evident from the whole current of"
feripture®.  Holiness is that preparatory:
qualification, which.is neceffary in order to.
ourpoflefling the inheritance of GOD's faints: -
in glory,—in the fame manner as /faith is.
neceflary in orderto-obtain an intereft in the:
righteoufiefs of Chrift, for the finner’s juf--
vfication.. Faith putsus ina ftate of favor-
with GOD & Holiness qualifies us for his en-
joyment. Without fnith we cannot be:
justified :- Withaut holmefs we. cannot be
glorified..

ESSAY 1L
The Nature of Farra in general, and of”
Justirvine Farrn inpariicular.

1. FAIT His properly an affent of the

underflanding to the truth of fome:
teflimony :- Itought always to reft on su/%-.
cient ewidence, and is cither buman or di-
vine, according to the teflimony which it
refpels.

i

B Cor. vi. 9, 10, Heb. xii. 14, &c. &e.
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2.. Human faith is.an affent.to the tcfti--
mony of men,and admits of various degrecs, .
from abfolute difbelief, to a firm perfuafion..

3. The fumeft fcundation of buman
faith, is,. when a number of men, of good:
character and competent judges of the.
matter which they teftify, perfcftly agree.
in their. teftimony. ;-—when they lay down:
their lives.in confirmation of'it, without any
_ view of intercll-in propagating a falfechood ;-
—and when. numbers; who:ure declared.
enemics: to their teflimony, yet confefs the:
principal matters of'it.. On this foundati-
_on-flands our belicf of the truth of Chrifti--
apity, fofar as it is a matzer of fact, whiche
recommends itfe!fito owr underftandings by
external evidénce. .

4. Divine faith r={ts on the tefiimony of.
that GOD, wlve can neither be deceived bim-
self nor deccive us ; and therefore muft be
infallibly true. Wherefore, whenever we
come to be affursd that-GOD hath revealed
or declared any thing. or.do&rine, we are.
as-certain of its truth, as that.GOD Liveth ;-
howcevermysterious os incompycoensible the.
dofltrine or- matter rewenled may appear to.
our limited; finite understandings.

5. Human-teftimony is, in its-own na«
ture, fallible, because it is the teftimony of
a creature, whose perfections are limited,
and who may poflibly be mistaken, deccive
ed,. lic.or repenr: Yet human teftimony.

FQ2
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may, in fome cafes, be fo circumftanced,
as to give the bighest degree of moral cer-
tainty.

6. Saving faith begins by receiving, and
fubmitting. to the wbhole testimony of GOD,
recorded in {cripture, as true, divine, and:
infallible. .

7. If it be true, that we ought to bave
reason to belicve what we do believe ; or,.
that we ought to believe ondy upon suffici-.
ent evidence, it will follow, that every be-
liever of Chriftianity fhould endeavor to be-
well acquainted with the evidences of the
truth of Chriftianity, both exzernal-and in.
ternal.

8..  This general fuith of the truth
and' divinity of the holy feriptures, in-
cludes it a parzicular faith of cvery
particular trutn, doctrine, promise, luw
or threatening, contained in thefe ferip-
tures.  Conicquently,

9. When we have once paid.the obedi-.
ence of faith to the whole word of Gop, and
known by the contents of this revelation,
our own. guilty, miserable, belpless and:
perishing ftate by fin, and the glorious re-
medy provided in a Mediator and Redeem-.
er ;—his glorious dignity, power, grace,
effices and fuitablenefs to our wants and
neceffities, we then believe on him as the
Son of Gop, and our Redeemer. This is

Sustyying, saving faith ; the faith requir-



KNOXs ESSAYS 55

€d by Chrift and his apoftles.

10. Divines have diftinguifhed faith, as
it assentsto.truth, or receives and applies
a promise : ‘The former they call an act
of the understanding ; the latter an act of
the will: The former they call assent ;
‘the latter consent. But faith in the fimple
notion of it, feems to be only ¢ an aét of
the underftanding, firmly affentingto fav-
ing truth;’” Yet, '

I1. The neceflity of the consent of the:
will ;—the alt of trust or reliance, as it is
called, or the application of the promise, is
by no means denied :* But this 1 would ra--
ther confider asthe fruit of faizh, than as.
Saith irself,

12, Divines have diftinguifhed and ex--
plained bistorical faith—temporary faith:
—faith of miracles—faith of devils, and
the like ; but asneither of thefe is the zrue
gospel faith, to which the promifes are an-

~nexed, the confideration of them 1s here:
emitted.

13. True and saving faith begins in the
belief of Gob, his providence and his word,.
and terminates and fixes on Christ and hbis
righteousncss, as the great saving object
therein exhibited.

14. Faith, in the principle of it, is the
Ziftof Gop o us, and a grace wraught in:
us by his holy Spirit*,

® Eph, ii.8; Col.ii. 32, 2 Thefiii .
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15. Faith does not justify.and save us as
ivis an act of ours. (for fo,.it:is @ work and
bas no.merit for this purpofe ;) but only as
it credits the teftimony of Gop concerning
His Son Jefus Chrift, fo as to reccive him.
in all his ofiices according to the. gofpel of-
fer of him ; to unite the son? tobhim—and
to embrace, rely vpon and glead his righte-
oufnefs, which juftifies.

16. Faith difpofing the - foul to embrace.
Ghrift-and his-mighteoninefs, this righteouf-
nefs is gracioufly imputed by Gon to the
believer for Ws justification, and the Spirit:
throughChrift; is communicated to the be--
liever for hits fan@ification ;—fo that Chrift:
dwells in his heart by, or rhrough faith ;.
and Chrift.is made of Genp, to the bcliexer,
both.bis.righteousness and his strength.

17. That faith which is the géft ¢f*Gop,
over purifics the beart, works by love, and
is the fruitful principle of Jofy obedicnae. .

18. The juft live by fzith. Their whole
© life is a life of faith on theSon of Gonp,
in which-they daily lean-and rely on him,
and derive ftrength from him¥*..

®. John v, 3,—1f.
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ESSAY IV.
€HAP L
Of entering into CovEnant with Gob.

| % A COVENANT is a- stipulation or.
agreement between two or more
parties, wherein certain terms and conditis
ens are to-be fulfilled, and eertain. benefits:
received upon their performance.. But if
.any of the parties fail to perform their fli-
pulations they become covenant-breakers ;-
the other party is abfolved from its. obliga.-
tion, and the covenant becomes vdid.
2. Inull covenants between men, there’
isa pariry er fome kind of eguality be-
tween the parties contralling ;. and by rea-
fon. of that matural liberty, which is the in--
violable, unalienable privilege of every hu-
man creaturc, with regard to his fellow-
men, -the centract stipultaition, or agree-
ment mult be fuppoféd to be /ree and with:
Jull consent, and the terms and conditions
of the covenaiit,. fuch as both parties {halk
mutually conféntto.  So that the moft dig-
nified or peaverful mortal, can have noright
to force any conditions upon his fellow-
men, or bind them to any duties which they
do not freely and voluntarily confent to; -
enly upon this provifo, that they have by
fome crime, forfeited.their natural liberty..
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3. It is the moft aftonithing at of con-.
dcfcenfion, that ever Gop vouchfafed to en-
ter into.covenant.with.manyas bis creature,
and much more, as his sinful, obnoxious
ersature. As his creature and naturad
subject, it was fufficient that Gop gave to
man a law, with a penaliy : As a sinfub
ereature, and rebellions Sl&bject, man had
no right to expe&t any thing elfe but pun-
ilhment, without any eovenant privileges,
er mercies.

4. Gon, when: he created man a morak
agent, did, in the ftate of his innecence,
enter into-a covenant with him, the equita--
ble terms of which were, ‘D¢ and live
*—transgress, and . die.> Man had power
to keep this covenant of life; but i he
tranfgreffed.it, there was no.provifion made
in the eovenant of pardsn for tranfgreflors,.
ar of new strength te obey..

5. When man had broke the firlt cove-
nant, and forfeited  all title, not enly to-
Gop’s sovcnant goodhess, but even to mer-

~cy,—(wenderful grqce /y Gop was pleafed
to cnter' again inte- cowenant with. maa..
And thislafk covenant is well termed a co.
wenant of grace ;. becaude it is founded oms
the free, undeserved grace of Gop; and the:
merits of theredeemer ;. and becaufe Gop’s.
grace and Spirit are ftipulated in it, to en-
able man to rife from his fallen ftate, and to
give him flrength to fulfil the conditions ofi
1.
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6. Gop being not only the Maker and
rightful Lord of man, and infinitely Aoly
just and good ; but fallen man having allo
forteited his life.—Gonp, I fay, hasa right
to propafe the covenant to man, and to fix
the terms and conditions -of it; anditis
infinitely right that man entering into To-
venant avith his Maker and Redeemer,
thould be willing to fign a charte blanche.
Yet does not Gop force the will of man to
- confent to his gracious covenant, but only
propofes it to him; fhews him the equity
and advantage of his complying with it, and
genyly moves him to his duty and interefts:
by the-motives of his gofpel and attrattions
of his holy ‘Spirit.

7 Gop’s freely tendering thiscovenant to
finners of mankind, is a fufficient warrant
and encouragement for our taking hold of
it, and entering into covenant with him’;
avhich, without this warrant, would feem
dreadful prefumptiaon in fuch creatures as
we are.

8 Gonp’s part of the covenantis all a {n’t‘
and gracious promise of fomething which
we do not, and cannot properly deserve or
merit by any thing we can do;—and our
part of itis al/ duty, which we werebound
to perform antecedently to any covenant
promife :—And even our abifity to do this
duty, and perform thefe conditions, on
which we are entitled to covenant blefimgs,
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is promised and offered in the covenant
itfelf. < I'will be their ‘Gop, and they
¢ fhall be my people.—I will give grace
¢t and glory, and no good thing will I with-
¢ hold from them that walk uprightly.—I
¢ will take away the hard and ftony hcart,
“ and will give them an heart of flefh.—1
¢« will write my lasv on their heart, and put
““ my fear in their inward part—and I will
¢ be their Gop, and they {hall be my peo-
¢ ple.”

9. There is fomething very fingular in
all thefe forms of Gon’s covenant,  Jwik/,
and zbey shall.” In all covenants be-
tween men, the parties fulfil their own con-
ditions, independently on each other.  But
Gop not only propeses the covenant, but
alfo gives strength and ability to fulfil the
conditions on their part ;—puts his Spirit
into their hearts; writes his law in their
inward parts,—and often makes them a
willing people in the day of bis power. The
very covenant itfelf offers and conveys grace
and strength to fulfil it.

10. Although we are not properly at Ii-
berty whether we fhall chufe Gop as our
covenant Gop, -or enter into covenant with
him, or not ;—but are obliged both by du-
¢y and interest to do it, and to do it without
hefitation or delay : yet our chufing him,
and entering into covenant with him, muft
be amatter of cordial and deliberase choice.
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. %-Chufe ve this day whom ye will ferve. 1
*¢ befeech you therefore, brethren, by the
*¢ mercies-of Gop, that you prefent your
* bodies a living-facrifice, holy, acceptable
¢ to Gop, which is your reafonable fer-
s vice.”—Gop will ‘have our :beart s the
:approbation of our reafon and the free and
.chearful confent of our mind in this matter,
~—that it may not be a .constrained, but a.
reasonable and willing fervice. Ifhe con-
firains any.te be thus happy, it .is by the
conftraints of his grace: making them a
-willing people in the day of his power.

11. As finners, in a natural ftate, have

. meither a relifh for the promifes of Gop’s

covenant, nor a heart and inclination to per-

‘form the conditions of it ; hence it follows,
‘that none but gracious perfons can or wiZ

.enter into covenant with (xop; and that all
who make a pretence of doing 1t, without
‘being previoufly difpofed and inclined by
Gop’s holy Spirit, are only £yposrizes and
self-deceivers.

12. What oD, n his part, offers in this
-covenant, is himself, principally and com-
prehentively : ¢ I will be their con.” And .
this includes a/l blessedncss which any
creature is capable -of enjoying. When
GOD promifestobea (xOD to us, hepromis-
es to beaGon all-sufficient to us, to be
ours, in all bis fulness, according to our
sucafure and capacity : For, if having this

(>
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GOD, we are straitened, it is not in him,
{as the Apoftle fays) but in ourselves* ; in
the narrowness of our own capacities, not
in his infinite fulness. He undertakes to
be 1o us, and to do for us, all that it belongs
to him, as an infinitely wise, boly and good
Gonp, to be and to do,to his covenant people,

12. We may fee then that a// good and
bappiness is virtually fum'd up in this co-
venant offer and promife ; ¢¢ I will be your
GOD.”’” Accordingly, in other places of:
fcripture, GoD, in condefcenfion to human
weaknefs, is more particular and explicit,
in this covenant tender :— I will give
¢ grace and glory, and no good thing will
#¢ I with-hold from my covenant people,
¢« All are yours.  All things thall work te-
¢¢ gether, for good to them that are in co-
¢ venant with Gop.”

14. As Gop propofes bimself in all his
fulnefs in this covenant, according to the
measure and capacities of his creatures ;
{o when he makes his demand from us, of
what we, on our part, are to be and do, in
entering into covenant with him, he de-
mands ourselves and our all, absolutely and
without rescrve ; that we furrender our-
seloes and ours; whatever we bave, are,
or-can do, wholly up to his pleafure and
difpofal ; to do with us, for us, in us ang
&y us, juft what feemeth good unto him,

*3z Cor. vi. 12.
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15. As fubmiffion to GOD’s w://, and un-
fhaken truft and reliance on his power,good-
mess, weracity and faithfulness, are impor-
tant conditions of this covenant, on our
part ; {o, being aflured of grace and glory,
we are to leave all inferior goeds, which
relate merly to our prefent ftate of exift-
ence, wholly and entirely to the will of
God, endeavoring to fubject our will, with
regard to them, wholly to his, firmly be-
Heving, that every thing in our lot is ap-
pointed by infinite wisdom and goodnefs,
andbeingonly concerned that allthings may
work together for Gons gfory,and our spi-
ritual and eternal bhappiness.

ESSAYIV.
CHAP. IL

The same continued.

¥. N\ A EN may be faid-to enter into cove-
nant with GoD either indirectly
or direetly.

2. 'The very fultaining of a profeffion of
religion, or appearing not to deny, but ra-
ther to avow, that we arc the péople of
GOD, carries in it an implicit acknowledg-
ment of a covenant transactioni. 'The butk
of whole Chriftian nations appear te: be:
thus.in covenant with GeD.
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3. In every prayer to GOD, and acknow-
ledgment of his authority over us, and
right to difpofe of us, there is.the matter of
@ covenant with him ; and though we may
net intend, or dire€tly avow any fuch thing,

" yet we do indirectly and implicitly give
ourfclves to GOD, in covenant, and- bring
ourfelves under the penalty of the covenant,
if we do violate or break. it.

4. The moft folemn-aéts of direftly and
explicitly eatering into covenant with
GOD, are—a private furrender and félf-de-
dication of ourielves to Gop :—The giv-.
ing up of our children to Gop in baptifm-
—and the renewing our baptiiinal covenant:
at the Lord’s table.

5. A private and folemn furrender and:
dedication of ourfclves to' GoD, through
the Redeemer, is one of the earlieft duties.
we fhould "perform in religion, after we:
have come ta underftand the nature of our-
baptifmal vows, and the obligations we are-
under to :OD. Forms of this kind ma
be met with in many devetional books.

6. This kind of cevenanting fliould ba
performed in a very folemn and deliberate-

" mannecr.

7. Something of the fame nature ought to
be done by every communicant, both in his.
preparation for the Lord’s fupper, and at:
the ordinance itfelf ; whercin an exprefs
recognition fhould be made, of.all the prin-
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cipal and effential parts of our covenant
with GOD, through the Redeemer.

8. The giving up of our children to GoD
in baptifm, is an occafion upon which we
are called to an exprefs covenant furrender
of ourfelves, and all that is ours to GoD
We do, at that time, exprefsly acknow-
ledge oD to be our GoOD, and offer him:
our children, in virtue of a covenant which
is fuppofed teo fubfift between ;0D and us ¢
And the vows we make for our chilgren,
fuppofe our own vows of the fame kind.

9. Is it not furprifing, that the fame co-
venant which we renew with fo much fo-
lemnity at the Lord’s fupper, is generally
fo fuperficially rengwed at the baptifm of
the children-of moft Chriftians ? '

10. Ifa folemn preparation is neceffary
in order tb the right renewing of our co-
venant with GoD at the gofpel fupper; is
#t lefs fo before we giveup our children to
oD in baptifm ? Is not equal solemniry,
seriousness and devotion neceflary on botk
occafions ?

ESSAY V.

AForu of remcwing COvENANT with
Gop, at the L.orp’s TaBLE.

AS our great bufinefs in this ordinance is
to call into lively-and grateful sevaera
< 2
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brance, the painful and ignominious death
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and to keep up

this remembrance of it in the church.and

world :—As we are led to remember it
not only as aconfirmation of the.truth of
his doctrines, but alfo as a@ sacrifice of
atonement for the fins of the world, and for

our {ins, and confequeatlyas the higheft and

deareft pledge of his and his Father’s love

to us, and the fweeteft and fureft ground of
our hope, as believing finners <—And as

our principal bufinefs at this facrament, .
(this feaft upon a facrifice) is folemnly to.
enter into and remew our covenant with-
Gonp,over thefedear memorials of his Son’s

death—over- these figys amnd feals of the-
blood of the everlafting covenant :—In

which felemn tranfaétion. we do profefs to -
take angl avouch Gonp, to be our Gop—and

to- become his people, according to the -
terms of the covenant. I have thought it

might be exceeding proper and ufeful upon

thefe . oceafions, to rehearfe and repeat at

large the form of a folemn covenant trans,

ation, as it ought to be made, in fubftance,

by every communicant, az-or befere this,
facrament.

I (hall therefore put this form of- ce-
venanting with . Goas, in-the firs¢ perfon of
the singular number—that every one of us
.may, upon this occafion, ufe it for bis-
sei/, and make it bis own.. . .
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Let me therefore befeech each of my
fellow-communicants,. as in the immediate
prefence of the Gop of heaven, and over
the memorials of his Son’s. facrifice—and
as, on this folemn oceafion; about to enter
into and renew covenant with Gop, to let
their hearts and thoughts go along with this
form of a folemn.covenant tranfaction, and
cordially and deliberately-to make:it their-
own covenant ;—cach faying in' his. heart
with me, and faying it sincerely and feel-
ingly.

‘““ Molt great and adorable Jemovan ¥’
Behold ! a poor, infignificant guilty worm-
of the duft, here, preltrate before thee, as.
it were on the bended knees of my foul, ac-
knowledging thy glorious majefty. and di.
vine perfe&ions, thine eternal duration, in«
finity, felf-fuliciency, all-fufficiency, un.
changeablcnefs, and incomprehenfibility
—thine almighty power, all penetrating:
knowledge, unerring wifdom, unbounded
goodnefs, unfeiling, faithfulnefs, impartial .
Juftice and undiffembled truth.

. ¢« I defire to rejoice (and O! that the
whoele world wonld rejoice !) that there is
such a :on ond that this oD rulethin the
heaven and in the earth, and doeth accord«
ing to his mo#-ficred, fovereign, and holy
will throughout the univerfe. -

s“.Lord, 1 acknowledge with gratituds
end jay, that I am. thy. creatuce, thy ser=.
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want, thy subject, under infinite and un-
changeable obligations to know, serve, bo-
nor, fear, reverence and ebey thee ; yeato
bé and to do juft what thou pleafeft.  And
I would forever adore thee, that thou hast
fo clofely conneéted my duty, with thine
own glory, and my bighest interests : ‘That
although my foundation is in the duft ; all
my original thame, and my nature fin—yet
thou art giving cncouragement to fuch a
base,guilty wreteh as I am, and bave been,
to approach thie the ecernal all, the foun-
tain of all beirg, holinels and happinefs
through Jesus Cunist, the eternal Son of
thy love, with hopes of being pardoned, ae-
cepted and faved by his moft precious mer-
it and mcdiation! Lorn, what am I?
what is my original, lincage, discent and
nature 2 what my conduct, merit and de-
fert, that thou thould’ft once condefcend to.
look down from the thione of thy majefty
and holinefs, upon fuch a creature as [
bave been, and sti/l am:—That thou
fhould’ft once permit me to name thy ven-
erable name with my guilty lips——much
more, that thou fhould’ft fleop to enter into
cevenant with me, or caufe me to hope for
any blefling from thee ! '
¢ Verily, O Lorp, 1 blus# am asbamed
and even confounded, at the very thoughts
of this matchlefs grace and condefcenfion ¥
«~And were it not that ¢hou Lorp, haft
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fpoken it ;—that iz is twine ewn reveal-
ed, declared will, to regard fuch fin-
ners through Chnﬁ and that thou, canft
never change, lie nor repenr, 1 fhould
even. now defpair of any mercy at
- thy hands:—For, I muft confefs in the
prefence of theall-feeing; heart-trying Goo,
whom the clofeft hypocrify cannet deceive,;
that I have been an unprofizable servant, a
prodigal son, a wandering sheep, a barren
Jruitless tree, a cumberer of the ground,.a
vile obstinate rebel, who, by ten thoufund
aggravated fins, have deferved the hotteft
hell!—How often haft thou called thy back-
fliding creature, while } have refufed 2—
How often haft thou ftretched out thy gra-
cious hand and merciful fceptre, while F
have difregarded !—What commandment.
of thine have I'not broken >—\Vhat ta/cnz
or ordinance have 1 not mifimproved ?—
What mercy have I not flighed.? What in-
ftance of thy grace and favor ;- what gift of
thy prov1dwce, have I'notturned into wan-
tonness ?—How far have I been from-ufing
this world {o as not to abufe:it >—~How ma-.
ny duties have I negle&ed through slozh
and 'v(mzt_y, and other base, fow, unfwﬂrtby
motives ?—How many fins have 1 com-
mitted againtt light, knome(lpe, anel con-
feience of duty ?—How many of my: poor
fellow-creatures (thofe immortal fouls, for
whom. Chrift.died !) have I tempted and
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drawn into {in, by evil example, wicked fo-
licitations, and foolifh, light, vain, unchrif-
tian behavior >—And therefore have their
guilt to anfwer for as well as my own /—
How unwatchfully, uncircumfpeétly, and
anlike achild of light, and difciple of Chnﬂ;
I have walked, Lorp, thou knoweft ?—
How many foalisb, idle words and wain,
sinful jestshave proceeded out efmy mouth,
—and how little of that which was good for
the ufe of cdifying, or that might minifter
grace to the hcarers ? How many of my
poor feilow-creatures have I corrupted and
defiled ; but how few have I edified and pro-
JSred 2—How little have I watched over mg
beart, wy thoughes, my lips, my passions,,
my temper, and spirit 2 —How ealiiy have I
becnpr ovoked toanger, to revenge,to envy,
to slunder, to rash and wunchar It(lb]t’ ]udg-
ing. and to mjurious and abusive language
againft my neighbors, yea, againfl my dear
chriftian brethren, whom I fhould love in.
the LorDp fervwzzly and unfeignedly, and to
whom: I thould do good and not ewi/, all the:
days of my lifc ! How unthankful, ungrate-
ful, impatient, undutiiful, unhumble have E
been! How fhamefully defeive and w ant-
ing have I been, in all the relative and fo-
eial duties of life,as achild,a parent a neigh-
bor, a friend, a hufband a wife, a fubje& a
Chriftian _.—-O alas ! How cold and ftu-
pid in prayer ! How _inconﬁ.ant and inde-
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wout in my attendance on holy ordinances
and holy duties ! How carelefs in reading
-thy holy word, and treafuring it up in my
memory ! '

- ¢ O Lorp, thou knoweft thefe things al-
together, and now they lie as a heavy bur-
den upon my foul ! Now I fee their folly
and their baseness ; their guilr and therr
greachery ! And O! that I might fee them
clearer and clearer, until the fight might
pain my very heart, and make my foul fink
in humility, and overflow with the tears of
{incere, unfeigned contrition and repent-
ance ! Behold, Lorp, I am vile! What
fhall I anfiver before thee ? I put my hand
on my mouth, and my mouth as it were in
the dufl, and cry out unclean before thee.
My fins again®t /ight and love ; againft
mercies and corrections ; againft advices
and reproofs ; againft vows, promises, re-
{olutionsand covenant engagements ; againit
Gon the Father, Gon the Son, and Gop
‘the boly Ghost ; againft Gop, my neighbor
and myfelf. My fias of omiffion and com-
miffion ; of thought, word and deed;
. known and unknown; remembered and
forgotten ; of childhood, youth, and manly
age :—My fins againft reafon and conici-
ence ; againft the /aw and the gospe/—are
next to an infinite fum; they arc far beyond
my numbering ; they are, in number more
than the hairs on my head, or than tHie fands

-~
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on the fea-fhore, which cannot be reckoned:
They have gone over my head :—they have
- afcended up even-unto heaven, and.bear
witnefs againft me, crying for vengeance,
like the blood of rightcous Abe/.—And
whereas the very {malleft of this number is
fufficient to fink me into hell, and for ever
to feparate me from thy gracious prefence,
—yet O Lorp, they are allever before thee
-and 'in the h&ht of .thy countcnance, ac-
companied with every circumftance of their
guilt and aggravation :—For there never
has been a thought in my heart, a word in
my mouth, or an action.inmy life, butthow,
O Lorbp, knowet it altogether. Although
I have often ftudied to conceal and forget
my fins, yet they are ever in the light of
thy countenance, and recorded in the book
of thine infnite knowledge and remem-
brance, as though they ‘had been but juft
now committed:!

¢ Lorp, he thou therefore merciful untg
me a sinuer ; agrear and guilty tranfgrefs-
or! Mcrcy, mercy, is my only fuit ; my.
only plea! Mercy and pardon through the
blood.of Chritt, 1s all my bope, and all my |
salvation !

0 let the King this day at his table
grant me the forfeited life of my foul at my
requeft, of mepe undeserved mercy : For
what profit is.there in m)' blood, O t.heu
Goa. afﬁlvat.\on > -
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<¢ I have no righteoufnefs of my own to
plead, wherefore 1thouldbe pardoned, jus-
gified and accepred of thee to mercy ! All
my righteoufnefles, even the whole fum of
them taken together, are but fithy rags?
They need pardon, but cannot deferve fa-
vor. 1 do, therefore, from my very heart,
renounce and disclaimevery kind anddegree
of trust and dependance on my prayers,
tears, charities, repentances, good frames,
_ holy duties, and all my other bes: works,
for pardon and juftification with thee, my
‘Gop. Every duty which I have done fince
"~ I was born, has been mixed with fo much
sin, infirmity and imperfection, that they
are utterly unworthy to be accepted and re-
warded by a holy Gop, unlefs it be through
- the merit, and for the fake of JefusCrrisT.
I therefore put my whole truft in CrrisT
the mediator, as my surety and atoning sa-
crifice ; asmy wisdom, righteousness, sanc-
- tification and redemption ; as my Lord and
Redeemer ; my Prophet, Prieft and King ;
for pardon, salvaiion and glory : For I
Know of no other name given under heaven,
whereby I can be faved.
¢ T blefs thee, O Lorp of heaven and
_earth, that thou art well pleafed with fin-
ners, in him the Son of thy love ;—that, in
him, thou art reconciling a guilty world un-
to thyfelf, not imputing their trefpafles to
them ;—that through him finners have ac.-
| §
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¢efs unto thee the Father ;—that thou haft
exalted him by thy right hand, to be a
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance
and remission of sins ;—that whofoever:
believeth in him, fhall not perifh, but have
everlafting life ;—that through his blood we
have remiffion, even the full forgivenefs of
all fin ; that whofoever cometh unto him by
faith, he will in no wife caft out,—and that
1, even I, have liberty to enter intoan ever-
]aﬂmg covenant with thee, through him,
who is the way, the zruth, and the /ife ;
the zrue and /iving way unto thee the Fa.
ther.

¢« Behold, therefore, with an eye of com-
paflion thy recurning prodigal, thy lost
sheep, defiring to come unto thee in this
away, which thou thyfclf haft appointed. 1
defire to come, Lord draw me by thy holy
Spirit ! I defire to believe, Lord help thou
my unbelief! I defire to come weary and
heavy-laden under the burden of my fins ;
Lord incrcafe a fenfe of their infupportable
wecight, and give mc zbat rest, which thou
haft gracioufly promifed ! I defire to render
my foul and body to thee, with all their
powers and faculties—all that I am, bawe,
and can do, fenfible of thy right to them Ly
creation, prefervatlon and redemption ; and
forry, heartily forry, that I ever ftrayed from
thee in any inftance, or ever ferved fatan or
my own lufts. Lord, do thou graciouily
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gecept the furrender through Chrift, and
make me in all things, juft what thou
would’ft have me to-be. Make me worzhy
of thec and fit for thy enjoyment.

* ¢ I call heaven and earth, thyfelf, thy ho-
ly.ang"‘els, ’:{nd my fellow-communicants, to
rials of thy Son’s “facrifice, 1 do s.memo-
avouch thee, O thou eternal Gop, to be my
cavenant Gop, and my heavenly Father
through Chrift.—O fave thy creature, thy
fervant, thy fubject, thine unworthy child,
who putteth his truft in thee, and choofeth
thee as his chief good and everlafting por-
tion ! Olift upon me thelight of thy coun-
tenance ; be reconciled unto me through
Chrift; manifeft thyfelf unto me, fo as thou
doft not unto the world : let all thy divine
perfe€tions be engaged for my proteétion,
fupport, comfort and dire¢tion, through the:
fraits and difiiculties, the dangers and'
temptations of this wicked world ; thro’ the:
dark valley of the Thadow of death, and in-
to thy blifsful and happifying prefence, in
the world of fpirits above. Letno evil {pi-
rit, or evil luft, be ever permitted to pluck
mc out of thy gracious hands ; but lead me
by thy counfel here, and afterwards receive:
me to glory. And now, O Gop, that I amr
thine by this express self-dedication, em-
ploy me wholly m thy fervice, and ufe me:
as-an inftrument of thy glory. Make me:
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faithful unto the death, and give me a crowss
of life. Not my will but tby will be done,
both by me, in me, and concerning me. I
truft thy wifdom and mercy withmy tem-
poral and eternal a//, and only defire a will
to fubmit and refign to thee in- all things,.
and t0 JF5e knowing them to. be infinite-
the wisest and the besz. '
¢ ¥ call heaven and earth to witnefs zbis
day, over thefe folemn pledges of redeem-
ing love, that1 de. take the Lord Jefus
Chrift, the fecond perfon of the bleffed Tri-
nity, to be my Lord and Saviour ; my bead’
and husband ; my surety, propitiation-and-
advocate ; my prophet, priest and king ;:
my righteousness and strength ; my media-
tor, example and almighty friend ! O blefl-
~ ed Jefus, thou Son of Gop, have mercy up-
on me ! I defire to.commit and betruft my:
guilty, precious, perifhing foul, with all its.
everlafting concerns, into thy faithful, pow-.
erful, compassionate hands ;-and would de-.
fire above all things, a farther and more-
experimental knowledge of thy power and.
grace, whom I thus truft with mine eternal
all, that fo my faith and hope may be yet-
fironger, and my doubts and fears fewer in:
number andoflefsftrength. Lord I believe;
help thou mine unbelief ;—I know that the
Father hath committed a/l power to thee ;
hath made thee head over all things for the
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good of the church ; hath conftituted thee a

Prince and a Saviour, to: give repentance
and remiffion.of fins : 1 alfo know and de-
licve, that thou thyfelf art the a/l-sufficient
Gonp ; and, as mediator, art perfect Gop
and gerfect man, and therefore art every
way qualified to be a Saviour for loft and.
undone fimmers : And as thou art perfectly
gualificd, {o thou haft often declared thy
great willingness to seck and to save thofe
that are loft. Lord, fave me, thy losz sheep.
Save me from my {ins which are many, and
from thy fearful divine judgments which
thev have deferved ; for thou, Lord, art
mighty and abiz to {ave unto the uttermoft,
all finners that come unto Goo by thee. 1
take and avouch thee for my propbet » O
reveal thy word in my heart....write thy law
there....put thy fear there, and give me the:
fpirit of wifdom and revelation, in the know-
Tedge of thyfelf, and of thy Father.

« I take thee for my priest -....O plead
the everlafting merit and efficacy of thy fa-
crifice and of thy blood with the Father, on-
my behalf, who have no merit of my own,
O thou beloved Son of Gob, thou Lamb of
Gobp, who takeft away the fin of the world,
whom the Father always heareth, and who
never prayeft in vain....intercede for me
with thy Father, 'that my fins may be par-
doned for the fake of what thou haft. done
amd fuffered, and that I may be clothed

R 2
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with thy moft perfet- and fpotlefs righte--
qufnefs. I would receive thee this day, O-
* thou bleeding Lamb of God, into.a broken.
and bleeding heart ;....a heart pierced with -
forrow for my fins, and flaming with grati-
tude for the precious fruits of thy dying:
love. *

“ Itake and avouc) thece this day, O: |
bleffed Jefus, for my King and Lawgiver :
Lorp, take the poffefion and dominion of:
my hcart ;—rule fupreme there ; —caft,
" aut all thine cnemies, 1y lufts, my evil and-
ungoverned thoughts and paffions ;—
bring my will and cvery afie€lion under the
authority and dire€tion of thy laws and thy:
Spirit. ‘

¢« 1 take thee, O bicfied Jefus, this day,
for my bead and lbusband ;—O make me
aliving member of thy miftical body.—
May I-daily and hourly derive ftrength, vi-
gor, Ipiritual nourifhment and growth in,
grace from thee, the living head of divine.
influences.—Lct  this be the day of my fpi-
ritual efpoufals.—Betroth me untothy felf: .
~—Adorn me with the wedding garment of,
thy righteoufnefs :—Let- me, with the.
King’s daughter, be all glorious within ;-
clothed with. the garment of holinefs, .
even that white raiment of needle work,,
which is the righteaulhefs of the faints, that,
my foul may be as a bride adorned to meet .
her bufband :—Take me into thy banquet..
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ing houfe; and let thy banner ever me be-
love.—¢¢ Awake, O narth wind ;- come:
¢¢ thou fouth, and blow upon.my garden, -
¢¢ that the aderous fpices. of divine grace:
¢ may flow forth ;. and then let my belov-
¢ ed come into- his garden, and eat his
«¢ pleafant fruits.. Kifs me with-the kifles-
¢¢ of thy mouth, for thy love is better than.
¢ wine !’ Prepare me for- thine. eternal
embraces ; and make me a welcomé and-:
happy gueft at the wedding fupper of the.
Lamb.

¢ I do this day, take thee, O bleflfed:
Yefus, for my elder brother and forerunner,.
who .hafl. taken pofleflion of. the promifed:
inheritance, . in the name of'all thy follow-.
ers : —O do thou-prepare a place, even one
of the lo'veit and humbleft manfions in thy-
Father’s houfc for me ;- that I may be for-.
ever with thee, to fee thy glory and be a:
bumbla and thankful partaker.of thy happi--
nefs. .

«“I avouch thee, this day, for mine al--
mighty and everlasting [friend ;—as a:
friend .who art here given me an amazing -
and aftonithing proof; both of. the reality-
and greatnefs of thv- friendfhip, in thefe-
memorials of thy $irtsr passion, and bleed-
ing, dying love :. O'do thou enkind'e 1n:
my heart fuitable returns of love and friend-.
fhip. Let me die, rather than not io love:

shee.—Let me be annihilated, rather. thap.:
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be thine enemy.—Stand by, and fupport
me, in a courfe of faithful perfevering obe-
dience.—Stand by, and fupport and cem-
fort me, when all my earthly friends muft
leave me, and when all their kindeft wifhes
and warmeft affe€tions, can afford me no
fuccor or relief.—Stand by, O almighty
friend, in the chilling hour of death.—Let
thy ftaff and thy rod then comfort me ; and
do thou, who haft the keys of death and of
" the invilible world, be my gracious guardi-
an and conducttor, into the cloudlefs regi-
ons of joy, screnity, peace, and glory.

“ I do call heaven and earth, and all my
chriftian brethren to witnefs this day, over
thefe dear and folemn pledges of redcem-
ing love, that I do take: the Hory GrosT,
the third perfon of the everblefled Trinity,.
te be my sanctifier, my calightener, my re-
newer, my guide and comforter ; praifing

Gon, for the ineftimable gift of his holy
" Spirit : O thon beavenly dove, do thou de--

fcend upon my foul, as a fuller’s soap and'
refiner’s fire :—Defcend, bearing the olive:
‘branch of peace, love, joy and comfort..
Make thine-abode in my foul, as in thy {pi-
ritual temple :—Shed: abroad thy divine .
influences inmy heart:....Banith every luft
thence:...Renew, fan&tify. quicken, comfort
-and feal it, to the ‘day of redemption : Be in
me a Spirit of peace, love, joy, andof a
{ound mind ; and de thou,l:humbly befeech'-
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thee, never be provoked to leave or forfake
me, until thou haft fan&ified me through-
out and fitted me for heavenly glory.

« And now Q bleffed Loz o, behold I‘am
thine ! —Thine by creation, preservation,

and redemption !—Thine by this exprefs
<uvCirant ¢ agt:mcm',*wmcn-l delfire in the

motft ferious, folemn and afft &ionate man-
ner torenew at thy table, over the dear
pledges of that bloed, by which it was ra-
tified and [ealed on thy part I 1 would now
embrace the precious promises of it, and
chufe them for my portion.—I would now
refolve, in thy ftrength, to perform the du-
ties and conditions of it ; and'to wait uporr
thee day by day, for frefh fupplies of this.
firength. I wait, O Lord, for thy falvati-
on! I crave not great things in this world.
Order all things relating to- my body and
temporal concerns, juft as thy wifdom and’
goodnefs will judge moft meet for me ; on-
. Iy let my foul be saved in the day of the
Lord Jefus.

¢ And as, after I have rerewed this my’
covenant at thy table, I am agam to go-
forth into a sinful, deluding world, where:
I thall be furrounded with frefh temptati--
ons :—QO let me ever bear this folemn cov-
enant tranfadtion in- my mind, that 1 may
not provetreacherous tomy dearest Lord; —
that Imay not add the guilt of perjury tothat
of upfaithfulnefs. Q! let me everbear about
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with me fuch a fenfe of the dying love of .
my dear Redeemer, as may engage me to
the moft chearful and univerfal obedience -
to his laws.—Let me never prove a fcan-
dal and difgrace to- the chriftian name, by

apoftacy, or infidelity ;—and to thy name-
ﬂ'la” be {hc |1 g wife -.).’J, ol--gy ¢l--- V.Z) .

nal ages. Amen.”

ESSAY VL
The Nature, Drsicy and Usk of the
Lorp’s SurpER. :

¥ CACRAMENTS are foiemn erdinan--
+? ces inftituted by Chrift, represent-
ing, sealing and applying Chrift, and his,
purchafed benefits to the fouls of believers..
2. There are two fuch in the New Tefta-
" ment, viz. baptism and the Lord’s supper,
aonfwering to circumecision and the pascal
lamb in the Old Teftament difpenfation of
the covenant of grace.

3. Thefe facraments are inftitutiens of
a pofitive, and not of 2 moral nature ; de-
rivingall their worth from the authority
which enjoins them, and as binding upon:
us as any moral duties whatever.

4. 'T'hefe gofpel facraments are not bur--
thenfome, expenfive and laborious ; but:
cheap and eafy, and yet of ufeful fignifican-
cy.

. &. Baptifm fitly reprefents our need of
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‘being wasbed by the blood, and sanctified
by the Spirit of Chrift, which are both em-
blematically fet forth by the cleanfing, pu-
rifying nature of the element of water
made ufe of in that ordinance; and itis tobe
but once adminiftered as an initiatory ordi-
nance, on our firft entering into the church
-of Chrift,

6._As, in baptifm, we take upon us the
profeflion of Chriftianity, and fubmit to
the whole religion of Chrift, we do virtual-
ly oblige ourfelves in this ordinance, to re-
ceive the Lord’s fupper.

. 7. The Lord’s fupper obliges us to the
fame duties as baptifm, and no more, nor
any other : Both are signs and seals of the
same coverant. ‘The fpecific differcnce -
feems to lie here : Baptifm is but ence ad- |
miniftered as an initiatory ardinance ;—the
Lord’s fupper often, as a ftrengthening and
nourifthing ordipance : Baptifm has a more
{pecial reference to the religion of Christ :

.—The Lord’s fupper, to Chrift, the author
and founder of it. How falfely then do
many baptized chriftians imagine them-
felves under fewer obligations to holinefs,

than communicants 2

-8. ¢ The Lord’s fupper is a facrament,
<¢ wherein, by giving and receiving bread
¢ and wine, according to Chrift’s appoint-
+¢ ment, his death is fhewed forth ; and the

& worthy reccivers are (not after a cerpo-
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«¢ ral and carnal manner, but by faith) made
¢ partakers of his body and blood, with all
¢¢ his benefits, to their fpiritual nourifhment
¢« and growth in grace*.”

9. This facrament is enjoined on all
Chriftians, as a pledge of their duty, obe-
dience and allegiance to Chrift, the glori-
ous captain of falvation ; an< to keep upin
their hearts a grateful remembrance of his
dying love.

10. It was inftituted by Chrift, juft be-
fore his death, after he had cat his laft pafs-
over; isenjoined upon his followers by his
dying command, and is to be continued by
them to the end of the world.

11. Thespecific nature and proper noti-
on of this ordinance, is, * A memorial of
<« Chrift's facrifice ; or a keeping up the
¢frefh remembrance of his death in the
¢t church, togcther with the caufe, defign
«“ and benefits of it ; all which benefits are
¢ fcaled and applied to believers in receiv-
““ing it :”> This do in REMEMBRANCE of
me, and as often as ye cat this bread, and
drink this cup, you do surw ForRTH the
Lord’s death,’ TILL HE COME+.

12. Both the facraments are ftanding evi-
dences of our guilty, polluted ftate by fin,
and of the hope we have of pardon and
cleanfing through Chritt.

® Sce the Aflembly’s Shorter Catechifm,
¥ 7 @or xiy 23,—a9. Luke xxii. 19} 29,
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13. In preparing to receive, and ia ac-
tually receiving the Lerd's fepper, we are
{ed to confider the death of ChrMl, on which
it is founded, in the following important
and interefting views:....In contradifin:.-
tion to Jews, we are led tocorfiderthecrcis
of Chrift as bis and eur glory ; we are led
to confider his death as that of a marisyr or
witness, to the truth of the doélrines which
he taught, and as that of our example liv-
ing and dying ;...and alfo as a sacrifice, by
which the fin of man was expiated : And
this facrament we are led to confider, as a
Sfeast upon a sacrifice ; from which view of
it, many important confiderations arife,....
as (1.) It nawrally reminds us of the evil
and accurfed nature of fin, which nceded
fuch an expenfive facrifice....(2.) Of the in-
comprehenfible love of Gop, who furnifh-
ed fuch a facrifice for the expiation of hu-
.man guiit....(3.) As thofe who feasted up-
on a sacrifice, were fuppofed to be in a ftate
of favor with the Deity to whom the facri-
fice had been offered, and to be in perfect
friendfhip one with another ; fo thus feaft-
ing on the facrifice of Chrift, denotes our
fellowfhip and communion with the Father
andthe Son, and that we are united together
tnthe ftricteft bonds of chriftian charity and
love....(4.) This facrament being a fease
upon a sacrifice, we oughtto confider it as
a proper form of renewing covenant . with

1
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Gonp, and a fign and means of our partici-
pating in the bleflings of this covenant..
g .) This facrament reprefents the death of

hrift as that of a conqueror, who conquer-
ed in dying, and who, by his refurrettion,
has fecured victory for all his followers..
(6.) His dcath, as reprefented in this facra-
ment, fhould be confidered as the ground
of his exaltation, and of that extenfive do-
pninion and power which he now holds in
the heavenly world, for the good of his
church : And, (7.) While we here con-
template his death, our thoughts fhould
fpring upward to his glorified ftate, and for-
ward, to his fecond triumphant appear-
ance, when we fhall have reafon to glory
in a once crucified mafter.

14. The chicf use and design of this fa-
crament, is to perpetuate, and, as it were,
to erernize the memory of the love of Gon
and of Chrift to us; to aftuate, enkindle
and enflame our love and gratitude to them;
to bring frequently into our remembrance
the moft powerful motives to univerfal ho-
linefs, and o unite the hearts of chriftians in
the firmeft and moftendearing bonds of love.

15. None feem to have a right to this
ordinance, in the fight of Gop, but the zrue
disciples of Fesus.

. 16. None havea right to it, in the fight
of men, but fuch as appear, in a Judgment .
of charity, to be reql christians.
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- 17. None therefore fhould be admitted
to it, without a due, previous examination
of their chriftian knowledge, and fome evi-
dence of their fincerity in religion.

18. Thofe who have been admitted up-
on miftaken notions of their fincerity, may.
be again excluded, when the church re-
ceives proof of fuch miftakes.

19. No- perfon ought to approach tlns
ordinance, without acrual preparation for
it : Tho® if they are habitually ferioueg
their aCtual preparation, (when unexpeéted
opportunities of communicating offer them-
felves) need coft them but little time or
trouble ; and, it is a childifh and a dange-
rous fuperftition, to imagine, that any cer-
tain time, or any certain number of devo-
tions, are abfolutely neceffary in order te

+ eur acceptance in this ordinance.

ESSAY VIL

That naBITUAL and AcTUAL PREPARA-
TION Which is necessary for worthily re-
ceiving the LoLp’s SurPER, more fully
considered.

1. TYIVINES fometimes diftinguith our
preparation for the fhcrament of tite

{upper, into babitual and actual.’
2. Habitual preparation feems to imply.
“two things ; first, A gracious state; -and

«
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secondly, Aregular, pious, circumspect life.
3. 1t feems evident from thg very nature
and defign of this erdinance, that it belongs
only to srue disciples and real christians.
Meis a nourithing ordinance ; but fuch ohly
can be nourifhed as have /ife :.Befides, the
graces of faith, love, hope, &e. which are
properly exercifed in this ordinance, can
only be exercifed by real, living chriftians.
It is a folemn renewal of our covenant with
¢OD ; but how can thofe renew a covenant,
which they never entered into at all? How
can fuch as are in league with the devil and
their lufts, be faid te enter into covenant
with Gop? What fincerity can there be in
fuch a tranfation as this ? Does it not im-
ply the moft infolent, bare-faced mockery ?
4. It implies alfo a regular, pious, circum-"
spect life, fuch as becometh the gofpel of
hrift : That a man’s life correfpond in
fome mecafure with hjs profefion, and the
truth and fincerity of his religion appear
vifible, in the genuine and exemplary fruitg
of it. '
5. Thofe who have this babitual prepa-
ration of soul for holy ordinances, need be
under no {cruple of approaching the Lord’s
table upon the fhorteft warning ; becaufe,
having the eflentials of religion, and a habi-
tual ferioufnefs and fobriety of fpirit, their-
fincere endeavors to pleafe GOD In the way
af commanded duty, can never be unac<
&
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ceptable to him, nor unavailable to thems
{elves. It would, therefore,. be finful ire
fuch to abftain from a fealing ordinance,
merely becaufe they have not had mucle
time to make a formal, aétual preparation ;-
becaufe, having already thofe good difpofi-
tions which fuch a preparation is intended
to begct, fuch a preparation is not abfolute.-
ly nec eﬂlnv ; and not to difpenfe with it,.
in fuch circumBinces, svould be ﬁlperfh-
tion, not religion.

6. Yet where time and opportumty per-
_mit, the very beit men fliould by no means:
negle¢t a careful, a¢tual preparation of foul’
for attending fo {olemn an ordinance. For
(1.)- Bt is. exprefsly commanded : Ler a
man cxamine hinsclf, and so let him eat:
of that bread, and drink of that cup®’ (2.):

The bufinefs to be tranfu&ted at the Lord’s. b -

table-is of a very folemn nature : It is no

lefs than entering into, or renewing cove--
nant with the great Gobp, overthe memo-
rials of his Son’s facrifice ;=—~And whoever
confiders what kind of creatures we are ;-
" the nature, terms and conditions of the co-
venant, and low folemnly, and circum-
fpe&ly every partof it fhould be tranfacted,

and that this is the principal bufinefs of an-
aCtual preparation :(which fhould by no
means be neglected *till we come to the
Lord’s table) will furely fee reafon for fome

® 1.Cor. xi. 28.

1.2.&

wa.
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time and care' in this bufinefs, when we
can command it. (3.) The very beft men
are not always in a proper frame of mind,
for the moft common and ordinary duties
of religion : Good men find it neceflary to
take fome pains with their hearts for the
right perfarmance of the duties of prayer:
- and hearing the word, and furely proporti-
enably more care fhould be taken in pre-
paring for the facrament of the fupper.

7. Ac¢tual preparation confifts in a care-.
ful endeavor, to put the heart and affcétions
in the beft frame and pofture poffibly for ap-
proaching Gop in this holy ordinance;
and is exprefled in {cripture, under the
general notion of felf-examination : Lez a- -
man examine himself, and solet him eat,
&c.

8. The things concerning which we
ought principally to examine ourfelves, are
our knowledge, faith, love or charity, re-
pentance, and new obedience.

9. A knowledge of ourselves, our. sins,
‘wants, weakness, guilt and danger ; a com-
petent knowledge of Gop, his perfe€tions
and laws, the obligations we are under to
him, andthe duties:-we owe him ;—a know-
ledge of the Savior, and the way of falvation
by the new covenant ;—and a competent:
knowledge of the facrament of the fupper,
the graces there to be excrcifed, and the
dutics there to be performed, is indifpenfs-
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bly neceflary, in order to- our rightly and:
worthily parang of the Lord’s fupper ;
lett, not discerning the Lord’s body, we eat
and drink judgment to ourselves*.

10. Faithin Chrift, as the Son, and sent
of Gop ; and in his power and gracé as an

all-fufficient and moft willing Savior, is a

grace, the exercifc of which is of abfolute:
neceﬂity in this ordinance ; and as there is.
no-receiving or applying of Chrift, with.
out thisgrace, it is. neceﬂ'arv we fhould:
examine ourfclves concerning the reality of
it, before we anproach this. erdinance, left.
we {hould be found meckers of Gon.

11. Asthe eucharist aor sacrament of”

the supper, is founded on the inconceivable
love of Gop and Chrift, to a left world, and-
is intensled as a badge, fign, means and ce-
ment of love and unity among chriftian
brethren,—love to- Gop and man, is a:
grace of abfolute  neceffity in all worthy
eommunicants ; and therefore, the truth.
and reality of it in our hearts fliould be
carefully examined into, before we venture
to-approach this gofpel banquet : For, to
approach this /ove-feas: without supreme
dove to Gobp, and cordial affections for our
Jellow-christians, or while the contrary
temper prevails in the foul, would be the
vileft abufe.

12.. We have already obl'erved that im-
- ™3 Cor. 3129,

)
e
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penitent {inners, or thofe who live allowed-
ly in the courfe or praéltice of any one
known f{in, have no right te this ordinance ;
and this may fhow the nccellity of exam-
ming ourfclves of the truth and reality of
our repentance, in order. to our. approach-
ing this facrament worthily.

13. We can by no mcans have a fatis-
fving evidence of the truth of our faith,
love, or =epentarce,unlefs we are confcious,
that our lives are bettered and reforined,
and that wa have been enabled, at leaft for.
fome whiie puft,topay anew obedience tothe
divine laws : For, the only fatisfving proof
we can have of the zruth nf CHr @races, is-
the fruit of holincss which they produce
im our lives and converfations ; and fo from
the goodnefs of the fruit, we rationally in-
fer the goodndds of the tree. It is Highly-
convenient therefore, for all who defign to
approach-the facrament, to try thcir fince-.
rity in- religion by this zouchstone ; and.
not rafhly to believe, that they are pofles-
fed of the facramental graces and qualifica- .
tions, ’till they feeltheencrgy of them warm -
at their hearts, and experience the fruits of -
‘them, m fome degrec of holinefs of life.

14. Not only muft worthy communi-
eants have thefe graces in reality ; but the:
principal defign of acrual preparation is to-
bring themr into Jively exercise, by prayer,
.meditation, felf-examination, readmg the
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feriptures, and other proper devotional
books. By frequent meditations on the
heinoufnefs of fin; dignity, fufferings,
thame and death of Chrift, who was the
atoning facrifice for fin; the wonderful
love of Gop in providing fuch a facrifice,
and freely delivering him up for us all;
the invalyable benefits and bleflings pro-
cured for penitent believers by this facri-
fice:—By frequent meditationsof this kind,
the faith of communicants fhould be in-
creafed and ftrengthened : their Jove in-
flamed ; their forrow for fin, indignation
againft it, and repentance of it perfetted,
and their refolutions to holy obedience in-
vigorated ; fo that: when they aCtually ap-
- proach the Lord’s table, thefe graces may
not move heavily and awkwardly for want
of ufe, as though the chariot wheels of the
. foul were taken off; but in abrifk, lively,
attive and vigorous manner, like the char-
. ots of Aminadab ; each alling in its pro-
per fphere, and all of them harmonioufty
and in concert, lifting up the foul tewards
heaven.

15. Hence may be drawn a powerfular-
gument fof the frequent reeciving of the
Lord’s fupper : For, if the right receiving:
of the Lard’s fupper requires the vigorous
excrcife ef all the nobleft graces of the’
chriftian religion ;—if it is indeed an epi- -
tome or surmmary of the whole of pratical
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chriftianity ;—if it be neceflary for thofe
who would worthily receive this ordinance,
to meditate on the chief, vital do€irines
of our holy religion, and te exercife its no-
bleft graces, by the way of preparation for
this duty.—It may hence be inferred, that
the o/tener we reccive this facrament aright,
i. e. the more frequently our fouls are em-
ploved in thofe divine preparatory exerci-
fes, the more rapidly muft they grow in
knowledge and in grace, and be fitted for
every good word and work..

16. Since all the benefit to be reaped:
from holy ordinances, is only to be expe&-
by a proper preparation for them, and a
die artendance on them, it is not at all to.
be wondered at, that. the fouls of thofe who:
receive the facrament, without due prepa--
ration, do decay and go backwards in re-
ligion: For, to trifle with holy things, be--
trays fuch an irreverence and atheifm of
heart, as muft needs, in time, provoke Gop
wholly to withdraw his good Spirit {from:
fuchtriflers,and leave them totally under the
power of blindness of mind and bhardness of
beart. Hence it often happens, in fa&t,.
that carcless, untender and uncircumspect:
profeffors of religion, turn out, in the end,.
zen-fold more reprobate, profligate and.
abandoned, than other finners, who have
never thus profaned and abufed- the facra-
ments..
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ESSAY VIL

QOur proper Dury immediately after re-
- ceiving the LorDp’s SurPERr, and that
course of life, in consequence of it, by
whichwe may most effectually honor our
CHRISTIAN profession.

1. WE fhould retire as foon as poffible

to examine ourfelves, of our
frames and exercife of mind at this holy
ordinance. .

2. If we find that we have had lively ex-
«ercifes of the facramental graces, we fhould
humbly and heartily thank Gop for the
aidsof his Spirit, andimportunately befeech
him to continue thefe gracious frames, and
preferve us from forfeiting them by frefh
- als of fin.

3. If we find that our frames and affeti-
ons have been dull, dead, or trifling, we
ought attentively to confider from whence
this may have proceeded. If we are con-
{cious that we have been at due pains to
prepare our hearts, and that we have in-
dulged no wilful fin; and if we find that
our dulnefs and celdnefs was matter of grief
to us at the ordinance, we ought not to be
over-much dejected, but hope that it may
have proceeded from bodily indifpofition,
and that we may have neverthelels been
accepte. 'We fhould alfo befeech Gon
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to vouchfafe thofe comforts now, which
were withheld from us at his table, and
that he would enable us perfeveringly to
feek them. Buat,

4. If we find that this uncomfortable
frame has been_owing to careleflnefs, and
a want ef due preparation on our part, or
has procceded from a confcioufnefs of guilt
from fomc indulged iniquity or unmortified
luft, we fhould deeply lament fuch a crim-
inal circumftance before Gop, apply ear-
neftly to the blood of fprinkling for cleans-
ing, and implore the divine - pardon and
mercy through Chrift,

5. It becomes us immediately after this’
ordinance, to renew our holy refolutions,
and to call up all our vigilance, for the two
following reafons : (1.) Satanis peculiar-
ly bufy, after fealing ordinances, in endeav.
ouring to rob us of the comforts of religion;
to undo what was done at the ordinance ;
and either to cajole us into security, or tq
drive us into despair; and, generally fpeak-
ing, the greater fenfible comfort we have
had in the ordinance, the greater danger
fhall we be in of falling into spiritual pride
or fatal security after it. It has been alfo
obferved, that men are liable to fall into the
heavieft temptations immediately after fa-
craments. Sazan’s moft violent aflaults
upon our Saviour, happened immediately
after his baptifm, the vifible defcent of the
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" Soly Ghoft upon him, and that fignal honor
«done him, by a voice from the excellent
.glory*; and 1t was on the back of his firft
-facrament, and after the moft confident and
fanguine refolutions of Peter, that he was
-tempted to deny his Lord and Mafter, and
dofcandaloufly yielded to the temptationt.
{2.) It becomes us to renew and ftrengthen
" -our refolutions, that our chriftian profeffi-
«on may be adorned, and that chriftianity
anay notfufferby ourfelliesand indifcretions.

6. Thefegood refolutionsfhould be formed
“«wholly and only in thefirengthof Chrift; and
indeed, zhis itself ought to be one of our
moft folemn refolutions, that we will /ive
awbholly by faith on the Son of cop. This
is that all-impertant doétrine of humility
and felf-denial which is ‘inculcated -upon
-us, throughout the whole gofpel, and which
is indeed the very spirit and genius of the
gofpel itfelf, thit, renouncing all felf-righte-
:oufnefs and felf-dependance, we are to re-
dy wholly on the righteotfnefs and ftrength
-of the Redeemer : going forth te perform
all duty, and to encounter -all temptation,
sonly in his ftrength and in the pewer of his
aight ; cafting all-our cares upon him who
‘careth for us, and defiring to be found-on-
1y in him, clothed with his righteoufnefs.
Had Peter's good refolutions been formed

® Luke iii. 27, 22.—iv, 1, &ec.
+ Murk xiv. 29,—~71,
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in this manner,.he could never have fallen =
The arm of omnipotence would have been

" his fure defence, and his head would have

.been fhielded in the day. of battle.

7. If our fouls have been properly exer-
cifed at this facrament, .our condu&t and
converfation will {hine afterwards with a pe-
culiar luftre. Holy exercifes will probably
fhew themfelves by their natural fruits.
Our faces will fhine like that of Aoses
when he returned from converfing with
Gop on the mount.; and we-fhall give the
world occafion to.take knowledge-of -us,
that we have been with Jesus*.

8. It will be advantagcous after facra-
ments, exprefsly to mention our {acramen-
tal engagements in all our prayers,as an ex-
pedicnt to keep a folemn {enfe of them alive
on our minds. )

9. When we are called out in the eourfe
.of providence to encounter any trial, temp-
tation or difficult :and felf-denying duty
(which muft frequently be the cafe with
every -chriftian) we thould call to remem.-
brance, this our folemn covenant, fo “pub-
licly tranfzfted, and .fo lately renewed;
and afk our confciences what -conduct will
beft become us as communicants, who have
bound ourfelves by folemn and public
vows to be the Lord’s and to live wholly
to his honor and glory.

“

#® A&siv, 44;
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10. That courfe of life by which we may
beft honor our chriftian profeflion after this
" facrament, {eems to be the following. (1.)
Our converfation ought in all things to be
fuch as becometh the gofpel of Chrift*.
(2.) We fhould have a conftant eye to the
example of Chrift, and carefully ftudy it, as
laid down in the gofpel with a particular.
defign of being conformed to itt. (3.) We
" fhould” endeavor to thow the world by our
outward deportment, that we enjoy a fe-
rene, cheerful and happy ftate of mind.;
yet at the fame time we {hould guard'in a
particular manner, againft' difcovering a re-
lith for sensual, smﬁzl indulgences, or a
difpofition to levity, trifling and vanity.
(4.) Tt is of the utmoft importance to the
honor of our profeflicn, that we govern our
farssioas ; as chriftian profeflors, who in-
dulge anger, malice, envy, covetousness,,
revenge, or the like, are the fouleft blots:
ard feandals of religion.. (5.) If communi-
cants would not be guilty of crucyfying'
their Lord afrefh, let them be careful of
truth in their “ords, faithfulnef$ in their
promifes, honefty in their dealings. modes--
tr, fobriety and temperance in their lives,
ancthat on all occafions they fpeak honora-
bly of religion.

* Phili~, .27 E~h iv. 1. &c. Cnl i. 10 1 Thef. iirz2,
§ Matth. xvic 3¢ 1 Pet.dic 200 1 Johnii. 6. Rom viii. ag.
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ESSAY IX.

Pracrical RerFLecTIONS 012 the INCAR~
NATION and BirtH of CrrisT, proper:
before or after the Lorn’s SUPPER.

l‘.FROM the amazing change of circum-.
ftances which our Lord underwent in.
his.incarnation, we have an aftonifhing de-

monftration of the riches of Gop’s love to-
our world, and of his mercy to loft finners..

2. Alfo of the unfpeakable condefcenfion.
of Chrift : And this is amazingly. height-.
ened by hisperfet foreknowledge of every.
circumftance of pain, shame and poverty,
which fhauld-accompany his incarnation,
and the long fpace of time in which he
{hould fuffer this eclipfe of glory, and feries.
of ignominious fufferings.

3. From that abafement, poverty and.
pain to which Ghrift flooped that he might
fave human finners, and to which his lov.
ing Father freely dclivered him up for us.
all; we may and muft infer the unfpeakable
importance of @ human soul, and of its re-
demption and falvation : Alfo, the dreadful
evil of sin and eternal misery, its juft wa-
ges, to deliver us from which, the Son of
Gap condefcended to be born of a womany
and to die on across !

4. From this wonderful ftoop of humi-
lity and condefcenfion in the Son of Gop,
4nd thofe abafing humjliating circumftan.
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ces, in which he chofe to appear in our-na+*
ture, we learn how little value Gop fets on
thofe things which are fo highly ¢fteemed

among men ;. 1 mean worldly riches, gran-

deur, honor and high eflate..... And hence

we fee worldly pride and vasity, worldly:
ambition and avarice, or himmoderate defire

of worldly riches, in. their. true light,. and

have the beft antidote againft tlren..

5. I'rom th¢ mean and obicure birthand: .
humble circumfances of the Son of Gonb,.
compared- with. his- amiable and divino
charaller, we cre taught not to defpife: men
on account of their obfcure birth, or hum-
ble. circumftances in life, but to form our-
eftimate of themeand refpect for thens, on-
their-moral charalers, perfonal worth, and
the God-like qualities and perfe&tions of -

“the foul and inward man, which alone are
eftimab’e in them{clves, and.in.the critical:
ditcerning eye of Grop.

6. Ercm the obfcure birth -and humble-
circumflances of tire Sox of Gop, the poor,
needy and dcfpifed things of this world may
borrow am argument .of confolation -in .
their mean and ftraigiitencd circomftances.
Why fhould#arcal chriftian be nfortified by
the contempt of the world, when this was
precifely his Mafter’s cafe ?° Nay, oughtit”
not rather to be an homor to the pious poor,
that they are in the fame circammflances with
their. divine Mafter, who was .defpifed of

} <P
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men, and had not where to repofe his vene-
rable head ?-

7. Our Saviour’s mean birth-and low
circumftances, may teach us how little ac-
count we fhould make of the things of zime
and sense in general, and how little all
worldly pomp, honor and fplendor can con-
tribute to our true happinefs. Who fo hap-.
py and blefled as the Son of Goo 7 Who-
10 contented as he? And yet who so poor--
and despised 2 And this fhould alfo teach
us how we fhould ftand affe€ted to worldly.:
things—That guietness and self-denicdness -
of children; that hely indifference with re-
_gard to worldly tliings, and that meckness,
bumility and contentedness of mind, which-.
is fo diftinguithing a charateriftic of the
children of Gop, and the dileiples of Chrift,

ESSAY X,
Aportron into the FamirLy of Gop,

1. EN are called the sons of Gop in .
various fenfes in fcripture,—as
invefted with worldly honors and titles*,
—as in external covenant with Gopf,—
and as Gobp’s creatures and " offspringt.—
The angels are alfo called sons of Gooy;

® Pfal. Ixxxii 6.

+ Exod, iv. 22.

F Mal. ii. 10. A&s xvii. ak.
/| Job xxxviii. 7.
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" anid Jefus Chrift is the Soz of Gop by way -

of eminence, and in a very fingular and.
peculiar fenfe’: But believing finners only.
are the sons of Gop by regeneration and’
adoption.

.2. Adoption is a word borrowed from -
the civil law, and fignifies the choofing of
a ftranger by thofe who have an eftate, and
no iffue, and give him the political and le-
gal relation of a-fon and heir to their eftate, .
and engaging, to deal by him as though he
were the iffuc of their own body.

3. We are all, by nature, children of.
wrath, children of the devil, and ftrangers
and enemies to Gon.  Gon’s adopting us,
is therefore, a more gencrous and merciful .
a&t than human adoption, and differs from .
it in the following refpefts.—(1.) When
men adopt, they fix their love on ftrangers, .

becaufe they are deftitute of children; but:
" Gop need not have done this, feeing he-
- fuftains the relation of a Father to myriads -

of holy and happy beings, who have never,..
by apoftacy, forfeited his paternal love..
(2.) Some excellence or hopefiilnefs in the -
perfons adopted by men, is generally the
motive of their adopting them ; but Gob .
faw nothing in us amiable, excellent, pro--
mifing or engaging, but every thing juft:
. the reverfe.* (3.) Men cannot change the -
temper or-difpofition of thofe whom they:

* -Ezek. xvi. 5, %e, .
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adopt ; but Gob gives-a temper and dxi’po-
fition fuitable to the relation: They receive
from him ¢be Spirit of adoption, whereby
they cry, Abda, Father*

4. We arc adopted by Gob in Christ,
and all the bleffings which Gob. gives us,
as his fons, flow to us iz and. through
Christ, as the channel of their conveyance.
Chrift, in confequence of Lis Sonship is

madc Deir of all things,t and the whole in-.

heritance of Gon’s buman family; is put
into the hands of their elder brother for
them.  Indeed, e has purchiafed the inhe-
ritance in their name and ftead, and has the
right of di{penfing it to his human breth-
ren; fo that adopted fianers are Deirs of
Goo, and jeint beirs awith Christ,.in whom
is treafured up all fulnefs for their fupply.§
5. The privileges of belicvers, in confe:
quence of their adoption, are exceeding
many, gracious and uftonithing. Their
ftate’ and relation is altered : From- bcmg
children of the dewil, they are become:- the
children of Gop by. faith in- Jefus Chrif,
and have Gop’s name, and his Son’s name
put upon them ;¢ —from being flaves to the

dewil and his lufts, they are reftored to the-

glorious liberty.of the sons 9f Gop ; they

® Rom: "ii.~|g.:

+ Evh.j. o

jd.ukaxxn 29. Ram. ~viii, 19. John xx. 17. 1 Cor. i.%.
Ifa. lziii. 19. Epha i, ro..

»

-
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are taken'into Gon’s family and houfehold,,
are made fellow citizens with the faints,.
and, in confequence of this, are entitled to.
proteéhon, provifion, and comrmunion with:
their ,Father. Particularly, they are pro--
-mifed protection ;* plenteous. provifion ;-
sweet intimacy and communion. with Gop.
in Chrift ;1 bold-and free access to him as. -
children to a Father;ir and correftion when
they ftand in need of it.** They have, in:
thort, Gop himfelf for their portion-
¢ Heirs of Gop: All are yours, and ye
¢ are Gen’s, and Goo is Chrift’s.’* Rich
~ and glorious inventory ! They are alfo at-
length-introduced into the immediate pre-
fence of their heavenly Father, in the upper
. manfions, and fully fatisfied with his love,.
Being according to tlie capacities of" their
nature, perfeétly afimulated to his image
and likenefs ; of which-glorious event, the -
apoftle Jobn.fpeaks with aftonifhment and
rapture.tt
6. The marks of the adopted children
of Gop, are in.general, a reverential; sub-
missive, loving and obedient temper of
mind. If we are indeed thic children of
Gop, we have recetved the Spirit of adop-.

® Ifa, xxxii. 2, 18.
4 Pfal. xxiit.  'fa. x1.

Jobn xiv. 21,23, xv. 5. Rev. iii. aa.
fl Heb.iv. 16, Gal. vi. 5. Romaviije. 150,
** Heb. xii. 6, 11,
4+t 1 Jobaiiic 1, 3, .
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tion, whereby we cry, Abba,; Father. We
feel that inward reverence towards Gob,
aud refpeét and veneration for him, which
adutiful child does to a loving, and refpec-
table father.

7. If we have the Spiritiof adoption, we
fecl fupreme love for our heavenly Father,
and this will fhew itfelf in the follewing
things: (1:) We fhall entertain worthy
and dclightful thoughts of Gon, as a moft
kind, gracious, reconciled Fatherin Chrift;
the thoughts of him will be very precious,
and our meditations of him will be fweet. *
(2.) We fhall délight te draw near to Gop
m prayer, with an humble boldrefs and
frecdom-of foul—to bear of bim-and from
Aim in his word—and earneftly defire com-
. munion withJim in all holy ordinances of

worfhip. (3.) ‘We fhall have a real zcal
for Gon’s- honos and glory in the world ;
rejoice to fee our Father honored, and his
intereft flourifhing, and be grieved at heart
tp fee him neglefted, brafphemed and dif-
honored by finners: And; (4.) we fhall
earncftly wiflr and long for a full conformity
to our heavenly Father, anst the full enjoy-
ment of his love and prefence for ever, in
his upner houfe.

8. If we are indeed Gon’s children by
adoption,.and do fupremely love him: that
begat, we fhall alfo love ail them. that are

®-Plal. €XXXiX. 1]y ~=CiV.J4m
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begotten of him. We fhall love the whole
Christian brotherbood, fo far as they bear
the image of their heavenly Father, by
‘whatever names known, into whatever {fets
or parties fplit and divided.—Yea, we fhall
be linked in bonds of tendereft affeétion, to
the whole.numerous family both in heaven
and on earth, whether.our buman brethren
by adoption and-regeneration, or our ange-
lical .brethren by creation .and unfinning
reftitude and obedience. All who, with
us, can call cgonp Fatber, will have a dif-
tinguifhed place in our benevolent and
complacential affeftions.*

, ESSAY XI-

’

Of RLPENTANCE.

1 REPENTANCEpartakes both of the
) natare of conversion and sanctifica- .
tion. Converfion begins by repentance:;
and it is the conftant daily duty of true con-
verts, as long as they have finful -natures
and imperfeét characters. '

« 2. Repentance implies in‘it, a deep and
afliCting fenfe of the evil nature and defert
of fin; an earneflt defire to be freed-from
its guilt, dominion-and condemnation, and
fincere endeavers to:turn;from it to the

# Eph, iii. 5. 1 Jebaver.



108 KNOX's ESSAYS. -

fervice and favor of a holy Gop, through e
Redcemer.

3. Therefore the proper Tubjeét of re-
ji:entanee, is a finner in the prefent life:
Xor, in hcll there is no’place for .repen-
-tance.; and :in heaven, though the blefled
will retain the greateft hatred of fin, yet
being guiltlefs and finlefs, they can have.ne
proper compunétion or contrition for fin,
:nor.any uneafy aflli€tive fenfations .of mind
-on its account. All fin andforrow will .be
.then for ever done away.

4. Though all finners will fooner or

ater be filled with forrow and diftrefs for
‘what they have done againft oD, yet many
in this life are hardencd past feeling,
through the deceitfulnefs of fin ; have their
‘neck as an iron {inew, their brow as brafs,
and live and die in this stupid, hardened,
remorseless ftate, after having drowned the
voice of confcience, and grieved the holy
Spirit of Gop, which would have fealed
them to the day of redemption.
. 5. Others have alfo fome kind of forrow
“for fin, which is never effe&tual; fome
kind of repentance which is never true and
faving ; but, as the apoftle exprefles it need-
.eth to be repented of. 'We have examples
of this in.Cain, Pharaob, Ahab, the Is-
raelites, Nebuchadnezzar, Fudas, and ma-
Ay under our own obfervation.

L
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‘6. We ought, therefore, carefully to diftin.
guifh beween a false-and zrue repentance ;
. one that is merely Jeza/, and one that is
evangelical. Thefe are diftinguifhed by
their names in the Hebrew, Greekand Lat-
in languages, and by their motives-and. ef-
Jectse

7. The words mecham in the Hebrew,

metameleia in -the Greek, and penitentia
. -in the Latin, are rendered repentance in the
Englifh ; yet they only fignify, zrouble and
mexation after sin, accompanied with an-
Lguish and torment of mind. The. words
_ Shevah in the Hebrew, .metanoia in the
Greek, and resipiscentia in the Latin, are
alfo tranflated repentance in the Englifh,
"though they are of very different meaning
Mfrom the former, and fignif§.a change of
mind; a becoming wise after sin, and
confequently, a doing better than before.
And this last only, is saving, effectual,
evangelical repentance. In the’ former
{enfe only, -wicked -men are faid 2o repent,
when the dread of Gop’s wrath breaks in
upon their corfciences, and fills them with
the terrific apprehenfion of their guilt, dan.
ger-and mifery. -

8. Conviftion of every kind, whether
Jegal orevangelical, effectual or incffectu-
al, is wrought by the Spirit of Gop, who
convinces the world of sin.%

‘# John xvi. 8,

. L
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9. The Spirit ufes various instruments
-and means in awakening the foul to a dif-
trefing fight and fenfe of fin, fuch as read-
ing and hearing the word ; affti€tive provi-
dences, dreams, public and private remon-
ftrances, reproofs and admonitions, or fe-
rious refle€tions excited by fome of thefe. -

10. The word of Gop works remorfe in .
the hearts of finners by difcovering to them
the purity of the divine nature, the extent
of the divine law, the evil and danger of {is,
and by leading the finner to compare his
own temper and. aftions with the law of
Gobn ; while the Spirit enlightens the un-
derftanding, and fets home thefe things on
the confcience ;* and this is called a /aw .
work. ‘ -

11. Repentance unto life, or evangelical
repentance, is wrought by the Jaw and gos-
pel in conjuntion, alting under the influ-
ence and energy of the holy Spirit. The
lgw is made to fhew the foul its guilt and
danger, while the gospel points out a re-
medy : The Jaw wounds ; the gospe!l healss
The Jaw is made to enter, that fin may
abound and appear exceeding finful ; the
gospel hews how gracemuchmoreabounds
through Jefus Chrift. + '

12. A mere legal repentance may be,
and often is ineffe®ual, as in the cafes of

* Jer. xxxi. 19. Rom. vii. 13, A&s ii. 37. 2 Cor. vii. 10,
+ Rom. v. 20.
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Pbharaob, Fudas, and others ;. yet it is of-
ten preparatory to, and iffues in an evan-
Zelical repentance. *

13. Falfe and true, or effetual and inef-
fe€tual repentance aré beft diftinguifhed by
tlieirconcomitant circemftances and effeéls;
as, (1.) A miere legal repentance, isa ter-
ror of conscience, arifing from a sense of-
Zuilt and danger, which often confifts with
the love of fin, and a hatred of holinefs:
But the real golpel penitent truly hates and
abhors fin, and himfelf becaufe of it.+ (2.)
The true penitent forfakes fin and flees
from it, not chiefly as it is damaning, but as.
it is contrary to the nature and will of
Gop, and a vile abufe of gofpel grace ; and
he turns from it to Gop, with a full pur-
pofe of, and hearty endeavors after new
obedience.f (3.) 'I'rue repentance is ever
accompanied with bope of mercy ; withan
apprehenfionof the mercy of Gob in Chrift,
and a truft in this mercy.ll

14. It is vile and unwarrantable pre-
fumption in finners to hope for pardon or
mercy withcut repentance..

15. Repentanze is fadly miftaken by
thofe, who imagine that it confifts in being
forry or troubled for fin, while they ftill-
continue to commit it.

* Alsii &c. 37,——xvi. 27. 3¢. .

4 Pfa'. exix. 101 Jobxlii: 6. Jer. ii. 34, 35.——iii.
25 Ezek xxxvi. 31.

t Hof xiv. 8  A&sxi. 23. Luke xv.1%, W,

K 3Cor. vii, 10, 11, .
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16. Let not diftrefled mourning peni- |
tents defpair of coD’s meroy,. which is.
particularly promifed to fuch, throughout
the whole fcriptures. * :

17. As we daily fin, repentance. is our
daily duty : No-perfon-in this world will .
ever be above the exercife of this grace, or
above the need of pardon.

ESSAY XII
Of SANCTIFICATION.

L. O sanctify is to make boly, and to
Tbe sanctiﬁjj«'?d, is to be madeyboly ;s fo
“that sanctification and holincss, are, for the
moft part, fynonymous terms. Sometimes,
indeed, to fantify, fignifies, to set apart a-
person for the service of Gop ;1 which has
a-near relation to the former fenfe.

2. San@ification, as we are here-to con-
fider it, is a being really and beartily de-
voted to- Gop through Christ : It is the.
health, beauty and vigor of the foul, where.
by all its faculties being renewed, are ena-
bled to turn from sin to Gop, and to exert

+and exercife thofe graces by which the
fantified perfon walks before Gop in right-
eoufnefs and holinefs all the days of his-

*-Matth. xi..28, Pfal. li. 19.——xxxiv. 18, Ifa, lvii, .

15, Ifa, Ixvi, 2.
¥-John xvii, 19. Exod. xxviil. 41.
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:;,lifg, until . grace ig Berfe&ed in glory.. In
this fenfe all chriftians are called to be
saints, or to be fanftified; however the
devil, aided by human blindnefs and ftupi-
_dity, may have turned the term, saints,

. intoridicule among men. * ‘

3. .Regeneration is. an instantancous
work, or rather act of Gop’s Spirit, giving
a new and divine principle of {piritual life
to thefoul.  Fustification and adoption are
acts of Gop’s grace wirhout us, whereby
a relative change pafles on our ftate : But
sanctification is a continued progressive
work of Gob’s Spirit within us, influenc-
ing and co-operating with our endecavors, .
from the moment of.our regeneration, um -
til our dying day, and the complete per- -
fe€tion of our holinefs..

4. San&ification is begun in conversiorn !
and perfé&ted in glory : and includes in it
the exercifes of repentance, and of all the -
&graces and virtues - of the chriftian life. -
*Tis a progreflive work, begun, carried on,
and perfe€ted by the holy-Spirit of Gop in
the buman foul ; carrying it on from light
to light; from ftrengthto ftrength,and from
one degree of hoilnefs to another, ‘till at
length it appears perfett.before Gop jin .
Zion.

5. The two principal branches of fanéli-
fication, and which.comprehend all theveft,

- % Rom.i. 7, &c. -

L:2:



kM

114 KNOXsESSAYS

are mortification and vivification ; or, as.
the fcriptures exprefs it, a dying daily to-
sin, and living unto righteousness.*

6. Dying unto sin, or mortification,
implies in it our utmoft endeavors to guard
againft the prevailing power of fin, and to.
extirpate or root it out of our fouls, by all
gofpel methods, and by all the inftrumental.
means of religion which Gop hath appoint.
ed for that purpofe. And this duty feems
to imply in it the following things: (1.)
Hearty endeavors to keep up a conftant,
lively, believing fenfe and apprehenfion of
the evil nature and defert of fin, both as
defiling and condemaing.—(2.) Conftant
watchfulnefs againft the outbreakings of
corrupt nature; with frequent careful ex-
aminations whether fin is gaining or lofing
ground in our fouls.—(3.) Conftant appli-
cation to Gonp in Chrift, and in the ufe of:
the means and ordinances of grace, for help .
againft the power and love of fin :—And
this firsz, by faith in the propitiation and
merit of Chrift for juftification, and a fenfe
of pardon—and second/y by faith or truft
in the promifes, and more direttly, in
Chrift himfelf, for power and ftrength to
conquer every luft.

7. Vivification, or a Iivinﬁ' unto Gobp,
or unto righteousness, as a diftin€t branch
‘of holinefs or fan€tification, confits proper-

# Rom. vi. 11,—19.
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ly in obtaining, cultivating, and improving, .

m all the virtues and graces of the chriftian.
life upon gofpel motives and principles.
" In order to this, our natures muft be chang-
ed by regeneration ; our religious ations
muft be performed according to the rule
of Gop’s word ; in obedience to his divine.
authority ; in faith’; to the glory of Gobp-
as their chief end, and with a humble ftead-

faft reliance on Chrift both for assistance:

and acceptance :—And this courfe muft be
habitual and persevering ; or, as the {crip-
tures beautifully exprefs it,—a walking
with Gobp. -
8. We muft-at in religion on the fol-
. lewing motives, in order to the advance--
ment and perfetion of our fan&tification :--
- (1.) We muft have the example of Chrift
habitually in our view as the pattern and
model of our temper and behavior. *—(2.)
The love of Chrift difplayed in our redemp-
tion, and-the application of it in all its fteps

* fhould conftrain us to love him: Thisis -

the moft powerful inducement to univerfal

" gofpel holinefs.t—(3.) Our relationto&op

as his children; our profeffed fubjetion
to his laws and government ; the gloriows

hope and inheritance fet before us; and the -
many great and precious promifes made -

L o

unto us in-the gofpel, are all of them o

® 1 Pet. ii. a1, Philip.ii. ga..
+ 2 Cor. v. 14, )
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many powerful motives inducing and urg- -
ing us on to perfect boliness in bis fear. ¥
(4.) Our union to Chrift, and our bodies
and fpirits being, in confequence, members
of his myftical body, and temples of the ho-
ly Ghoft, is a wonderful cogent motive,.
both to mortificationand vivification; and,.
.to this purpofe the Apoftic moft beautifully.
and forcibly ufes it, 1 Cor. vi..15,—20.

ESSAY XII

"TheNature and Bressep Errects ¢f
an Un1oNn with CurisT.

1. UNION with a perfon or thing figni-
fies such-a connexion, as, in fome .
fort, Conftitutes sameness or oneness ;. to
be urited thegefore to Chrift, implies, that-
the pe.ion fo united, is in fome fenfe, one -
_with bim. Chrift is in fome fenfe one with -
him, aud he one with Christ. This isa:
~ great myflery, as the Apoftle tells us; but
it is a myftery plainly revealéd and taught
in the fcriptures, and upon the right know-
ledge of 1t depends our right conceptions-
" of vital religion, and much of the comfort
of every chriftian.
2.- This union is not essential, like that
of the three perfons in the Godhead ; nor

3 2 c’fo 'ﬁo T8
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perfonal, like that of the divine and human
natures of Chriit in the perfon of the Medi-
ator ;—nor birdly, relative, civil or polit-
ical, like that which fubfifts between a king
and his fubjeéts, or a mafter and his fer-
vants or difciples : If this-were the nature
of this union, as fome chriftians underftand
it; then would it be no myftery as the Apos-
tle reprefents it ;* but the plaineft and moft
comprehenfible thing imaginable : For the
weakeft underftanding can eafily underftand-
how it is, that a king and his fubje€ts make
one body politic, or a mafter and his fervants -
one body domestic. But, .
3. It is a mystical union. It is a mys--
tery, and therefore the modus or manner..
of it can admit of no clear and full illuftra- .
tion or explanation, in the prefent imper-
feCt ftate. It is however fhadowed forth-
to us under many fgures or metaphors,.
which prove, that it is a very clofe and in-
timate union, and fuch as transforms:and-
aflimulates the foul into the very temper,
likeness, and Spirit of Chrift, and makes it
onc with bim, in fome very important re-
{pets. It is compared to the union of a
vjne with its branches,t between a busband -
and his wife ;1 the corner-stone or founda-
tion, and the building ;| the bead and mem,»\

* Eoh v, 32.

+ John xv. 1, &ec.

§ Eph. v. 30. Rom. vii. 4..
ﬁ 1 Pet, iis 4
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bers of the fame natural body ;* the union
of meat and drink with the body, which
they nourifh ;+ and the union between Gon-
the Father and Cbrist.; Believers are
called tbe body of Christ, and members in
particular, and are powerfully diffuaded
from the fin of uncleannefs from this very
confideration. In other fcriptures, believ-
ers are reprefented as one Spirit with
Christ; Chrift is in them the bope of glory,.
and rheir life is hid with Chrift in Gob.
St. Paul did not live, but Christ lived in
bim. Chrift and believers are reprefented
as having one common inserest ; one Gop
and Father, and ome common inberitance
a# joint heirs. |,

4. We are not to form any grofs concep-
tions of this myftical union between Chrift
and believers, as though it implied any
pbysical mixture or confusion of the two.
beings thus united ; and yet thefe very ex-
preflive metaphors prove, that this union
muft be fomething exceeding c/ese and in-
timate, fuch as make the foul truly a par-
taker of the divine nature and image of
Chrilt; asleavens, transforms and assinii-
lates it; fuch by which the foul imbibes
(if I may fo fpeak) the Spirit of Chrift ; de-

* Eoh. iv. 1.

+ Johnvi 6.

John xvii, 11,
I Cor. vi. 13, Gol. i. 27———iii. 3. Gal. ii. s0.
Matih, xxv. 40. }ohn XX. 37 Bom. Vil 17,

A
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rives ftrength, and vigor and nourifhment
from him, as its /iving head, and as the
branches do from the parent vine. .Chrift.
dwells and abides in' the believer by his
-Spirit, and the believer grows up into bim
in all things, which is the bead. ‘ As
4¢ the branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf, «x-
“¢ cept it abide in the vine; no more can we,
¢ except we abide in Chrift; for without
¢ him, (or out of him, difunited from him)
‘“ we can do nothing ;> bring forth no
fruit unto righteoufnefs. *

5. This is a spiritual union. ¢ They
4¢ that are joined to the Lord, are one fpir-
“¢jt;” and this is true in two important
-fenfes (1.) They partake of the fame di-
vine Spirit with their Lord and Mafter.
To bim indeed Gop gives not the Spirit by -
meafure. Inhim it hath pleafed the Father
that all fulnefs of the 8pirit and his graces
fhould dwell ; and, through this union, be-
lievers derive from him fuch fupphcs of
this Spirit, and his graces, as they ftand in
need of. It is the very fame Spirit which
.dwelleth in Chrift, as the head, which is
difpenfed by him to the living members of
‘his myftical body. All thefe members,
whether in heaven or on earth, drink in the
fame Spirit, from the fame never-failing
fountain or repofitory, and are all united

- # Jolinxveg g = . .
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‘together in love by ‘the fame Spirt. (2.)
They have alfo the same temper and dispo-
sition ; the same mind in them which is
alfo in Chrift Jefus. His intereft is their
dntereft; and his will is their will. They
-have the fame.aims, defires, .averfions, de.
lights; the fame love of:Gobp, zeal for his
glory, and -charity and affe€tion for .his
crcatures and children. And hereby they
know that Chrift abideth in them, by the
Spirit which he hath given them : But
thofe who have not bus the Spirit and tem-
per of Christ, may be affured that they are
none of his.

6. This union of the foul to Chrift s
formed by fuoith. ‘The holy Spirit works
this faith in the foul, and draws it to Chrift;
and-faith receives Chrift into the foul, and f
forras the bond of fpiritual union between ..
them ; fo that thenceforthithe foul Jives in
Christ, by faith and love, and Christ lives

_in the soul by the.quickening, funétifying
and comforting influences of his holy Spir-
it. Christ, fays the Apoftle, dwelleth in
our- hearts by faith. We dwell in bim,
and bein us, because be hath given us of
bis Spirit *

7. The effets of this unior are many
and exceeding precious : For, (1.) The
moment our fouls are thus anited to Chnift,
we are in a justified state, in a ftate of

# Eph. iii. 17. 1Jenniv.1y «Cor. xil. 13,
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.acceptance and reconciliation with ‘Gop,
.and confequently can never come into con-.
demnation .* (2.) Themoment of this uni-
-on, is the moment of vur spiritual regene-
ration: We then begin to be partakers of
© @ divine nature, which, by virtue of this
aunion, we receive from Chnﬁ the head of
divine influences. (3.) With the firft mo-
. mment of this union begms our cternal, as
well as our spiritual life : It is our, birth
to glory. (4.) Our progrefa in holinefs
depends entirely -on this union ; for fever-
€d from Chrift, we can do nothmg (5.)
Fellowfhip and communion with Goop is
entirely the fruit and efleét of this union:
For, we can have no fellowfhip with.Gop,
‘but in and through Chrift. (6.) Fellow-
1hip and communion among Chriftians is
‘begun and carried -on by this union: For,
sthey are all united unto -one another #m
«Christ and to Gon, through Christ ; and
- this communion is formed by ‘their all par-
taking the fame Spirit-from Chrift the head,
+iby which as members, they are united to-
gether into one body.
8. Let us never reft fatisfied, until this
ipleffed union is formed in our ewn fouls;
--and until we know that it is, by the blefs-
ed effe@s of it, purifying our hearts by
faith, and enablmg us to bring forth much
&ruit of holinefs.—I had almoft forgot to
* Rom, viii.4e .
® o
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add, under the foregoing particular, That
the perfeverance of the faints in grace, is
the blefled effe@ of this union; and that
this union, is the ftrongeft argument to
prove 1t,

ESSAY XIV.

Of the FinaL PErsEvirancE of tbe
SainTs,

1. AS every bleffing is valuable in pro-

portion to its cerzainty and dura.
tion, fo the final perfeverance of the faints
in holinefs, if it be true, muft be a very
comfortable doftrine,

" 2. This doftrine is neccflarily denied by
all thofe who imagine they can put them-
felves into a flate of grace, and. put them.
felves out of it, at pleafure ; and indeed
by many who acknowledge the neceflity of
fupernatural and efficacious influences of
the Spirit in converfion, and yet fuppofe
this grace gadmissible by the converted fin-
ner, who, by his abufe of his natural liber-
ty, may totally and finally fall from grace,

3. When welpeak of a finner’s persever-
ing ingrace,or falling from grace,we mean
grue grace, or areal work of regenerating
grace in the foul : For, we make no doubt,
that many who have feemed to have had .

ce, in a judgment of charity, have
igl’;fn from that grace which Uy enly |
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seemed to bave, but bad nat in.reality. We
have obferved before, that a very fpecious
religious charafer is often formed on the
principles of self-love, bonor, fame, repu-
tation and fear or the terrors of confcience,
from a fight and fenfe of guilt and demerit,
which, although it is exceeding bollow, de«
Jective and imperfect, yet often impofes
net only on a credulous werld, but alfo up-
on the perfons who fuftain it. None but
Gonp certainly and infallibly knows whether
perfons have true grace ot not. Hypocrites
often make as fair a profeflion as real
Chrftians ; and when fuch fall in a courfe
of grofs fins, we are not ralhly to eenclude
that men-may fall from grace, asitis im-
poflible for us to know whether fuch were
ever truly and really gracious. '

- 4. It is no objection againft this doftrine,
that fome truly gracious perfons have fal-
len into very grofs fins ; yea, into courfes
of fin, and thereby difhenored Chrift, and
their profeflion of his religion. The ques-
tion is, whether truly gracieus perfons care
ever totally and finally lofe the principle:
of gracc; wholly apeftatize from -Gop,

. and fall into reprobacy and condemnation >
5. Some have imagined, that the faints
may fall zotally frem grace, but not fnally ;
as in the inftances of Dawid and Solomon :
But, though this would folve many diffi-
culties, yet it does not feem to be the {exig-
ture doélrine,
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6. 1f what we have faid of conoersion be-
true, it feems by no means probable, that.
cob fhould regenerate men, and give them
his Spirit, and wholly change their natures,
and put his image on their fouls, and yet,
that either tbey themselues,. or the devil,
thould be allowed to deftroy and undo this.
glorious work, and wholly raze and blog
out that image of his, which was engraved
by his Spirit on their hearts !

7. If Gop; by an a& of afionifhing grace
Justifies us when ungedly.; if he alfo takes.
us out of the devil’s family by adoption,and.
givesus the fpiritand temper of fons, whete-
by wearedifpofed and enabled to cry, 4béa,
Z'ather, and to render a filial' and dutiful
obedience : Can we fuppofe him fo capri- .
cious (with reverence be it fpoken!) as.
to change his own free aéts; recal his gifts
and favors; condemn us again and caft us
back to the family of the devil, from which
he had but juft taken us by a miracle of”
mercy ; cfpecially when we are told that
bis gifts and valling are without repen-
tance. ¥

8. If the do&rine of our mystical union
with Christ, through faith and the indwel-
ling influences of the Spirit, be true; the
perfeverance of the faints in holinefs, muft
follow of confequence : For, can we fup-
pofe that the myftical body of Chrift can

® Plal. lxxxix. 28,—33. Pom. vii 3—39.
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be mangled “or difmembered ? That his
members may be eut off and made mem-
bers of the devil ? Or that our bodies may
be one day temples of the Holy Ghost, and
the next synagogucs of Satan.

9. Is it not fomething very fhocking and
abfurd t6 reafon, to fuppofe, that the ftates
of men Gop-ward fisuld be liable to hour-
ly change ; one hour juftified perfonsy. the
next under fentence of condemnation ; one
hour holy faints, the next profanc repro-
bates ; one hour favorites of heaven, the
next confederates with hell ©+ The hour be-
fore death in a itate of faivation, angels
ready to guard and cenvey them to blifs;
an hour hence, the prey of devils, and con-
veyed by ihem to everiafting torments !

10. We donot fay that the faints are in-
fallible by any power of flanding in them~
felves ; or that divine grace is a thingn
whicl:, In #s own nature cannot be loft..
We believe, that if believers wnere left to
themfulves, they would fall frem grace eve-
ry hour. But we found this doftrine
wholly on the power and promife of Gop 3
firmly believing, on the authority ofhis ia-
fallible- word, *¢ That his gifisand caliing
¢ are without repentance ; and thuat all
« who are begotten again to a lively hope,
¢+ thro’ the refurreion of Jefus Chrift front
¢¢ the dead, to'an inheritance, incorrupti-
4¢ ble, undefiled, and that fadeth. not away,

N2
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$¢ referved in the heavens for them, smarL
¢ B KEPT BY THE POWER of Gob,
¢ THRO’ FAITH UNTO SALVATION, ready
¢ to be revealed in the-laft times.” %

.X1. For the clear and fuperabundant fcrip-
ture evidence of this doétrine, read with
attention the fcriptures referred to below
in the margin.}

12. The fcripture inftances or examples
alledged againft this do¢trine are either,(1.)
Of hypocritical professors, or mere tempo--
rary believers, falling froman outward pro-
feflion of religion, which we believe to be
a very poffible and common cafe. Or, (2.).
Ofthe casual and temporary defeétions and
falls of true faints, which we readily grant
to he too frequent a cafe. Or, (3.). Of
eonditional threatenings madeto truefaints,
as a2 means of,and excitement to their perfe-
verance. And all thefe fcripture inftances.
which are commonly objeéted to this doc--
trine, may, without ftraining them,be re-
duced to one or other ofthefe claffes.-

13. The principal obje&ions alledged
.againft thisdoftrine,from thenatureand tens.
dency of'it, is, (1.) That it minifters to car-
nal-confidence and fecurity, and tends to

® 1 Pet. i.H.
oin Xx. 27,~~39.—~—Vi. 30, 40.——xvii, 11, I Jehn ii’
*{ .—-—iil7.,9~ 9pr. i. 139,’14. 2 Tim. ii. :9..-J—iv.|8'
atth., xxiv, 24. Rom. xi. 29, Ifa. xlii. 3.emeliif, 119 -
23. Phil: i, 6. %eb. vi. 17, 18, Jude i, Pfal, _xxii,ao.
It liv, yo, Jer, xxxl. 33, 4. Joboxvitu g,

Kl
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hinder that watchfulnefs and circumfpeéti-.
on, that holy fear and trembling with which.
it becomes fuch guilty,.imperfeét creatures.
as we are, to- wotk out our falvation : But,"
the very beft of men, can have no ground;
of confidence, fave in the ftrength and pro-
mife of Gop. We know alfo, that if we
live not holily, watchfully and circumfpe&-
ly, we have no true grace. Thefe are the
only certain and infallible figns and marks.
of true grace, and where thefe are wanting,
it would be the motft irrational and" abfurd.
prefumption, to be confident of perfevering
ma grace which we have not. (2.) Itis
abjeéted, that this dofrine renders adr.o-
nitions and reproofs, vain and needlefs.
But thefe are the very appointed means of
our flanding,and toprevent our apoftacy and-
ruin. We can have no certainty. of perfe--
verance, but what arifesfrem our certainty
of the truth of grace, and this-can be only
afcertained by a ready and cheerful comph-
ance with every gofpel motive to- univerfal:
holinefs. '
14. Few Chriftians can or ought to take-
any comfort from the application of this
doftrine to themfelves. None have any
‘right to do fo, but fuch as have the cleareft
and moft fatisfying evidences of the truth of
grace in. themfelves. And how few real.
«chriftians, comparatively fpeaking,have ac-
* ually attained to this fatisfying evidence ofi

o L L
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the truth of grace, from which they may
take the comfort of the dotrine of perfe-
verance ? :

15. Let it therefore.be our firft and prin-
cipal care, to have true grace; let it be our
next to khow that we have it, to make our
calling and. ele¢tion furc and certain to our-
felves; and then let us. freely rejoice in
the immutability of the divine love ;—that
his gifts and calling are. without repen-
tance; that where he has once begun a:
good work, he will carry it on to the day
of Chrift Jefus, and that ncither earth nor
hell, fhall be able to pluck us out of his-
han 1, or out of his Father’s hand. Amen..

ESSAY XV.
Of Peace of CoNSCIENCE.
1. (“YONSCIENCE is a comparing of

- our moral aflions withtheir rule,.
and & praftical judging of them. by this
rule ; the refult of which is, that we either
acquit or condemm ourfelves, according to
this evidence. . When we acquit ourfelves:
upon this praétical judgment, then have we-
peace of conscicace.

2. Peace of confcience is the fruit and:
effect of sanctification : For, it is impofii-
ble that an unfantified, impenitent, grace-

%45 perfon, can, upon true evidence, ac-
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quit himfelf at the bar of his own con..
fcience ; or, in other words, enjoy -true
peace of confcience.

- 8. In order to true peace of confcience,,
it is not enough that the matter of our ac-
tions be. conformable to the law of Gep :
‘We muft alfo be confcious that they are
done from right motives and for right ends
in obedience to the autharity of Gop, with-
aview to his glory and the good of our fel-
l?iw creatures, or for our own fpiritual ben.-

t. .

4. It is one thing to be able to acquit-ovr--
felves of some particular crime falfely laid
to our eharge by men, which a very wick..
ed perfon may be able to do; and quite
another thing to be able to acquit our-
felves, in our general conduct, in the fight of
Gop. In order to this peace, we muft la-’
bor to maintain the teftimony of -a good
confcience, both towards Gop and towards
tmen ; or asthe Apoftle elfewhere exprefs-
esit, we muft bave lived in-all. good con-
science. ¥

5. A good, guier and peaceable con-
fcience is one of the greateft bleflings upon
earth ; one of the richeft and moft invalu-
able privileges of the fan&tified; can be
only obtained in the way of circumf{peét-
holinefs, and fhould bespurfued with the
utmott affiduity by every Chriftian. Both

® A&ts xxiii. 1.

xxiv. 16,

e
MY e
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the nature of it, and an earneft refolution

to purfuc it, are wel exprefled in thefe
words of Job: My bheart shall not re-
proach me, so long as [ live. % '

6. ‘I'wo things are particularly neceflary.
to peace of confcience : First, That our
sins.are pardoned, through faith in‘the Re-
deemer’s blood : Fer, where guilt re.
mains, there can be no_ground for peace,
and where a fenfe of guilt remains, no.peace
can aftually take place.t Secondly, A holy
bife : For, there is mo peace, saith my Gob,,
to the wicked.} '

7..The pure and ravishing pleafures, the:
solid joys and extatic delights of a peacea-
ble conicience, are beautifully exprefled by
the Apoftle ;i ¢ For this is our rejoicing,
*¢ even the teftimony of our confcience, that
 in fimplicity and godly fincerity, not with.
¢¢ flethly wifclom, but by the grace of Gob:
‘“we have had our converfation in the
“ world.”” And again;g¥ Therefore, be-

¢ ing juftificd by faith, we have peace with.”

¢ Gop, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, and
“ rejoice in hope of the glory of Gono.
“ We glory in tribulations alf ; knewing

¢ that tribulation worketh patience; and.

* Job xxvii. 6. Read alfo, 1 John iii. 19,~21. 3 Tim.
i. go t Petoiii, rg. 1 Tim. iii. @ N

t Heb. ix, 11,~14, X, 22,
Ifa lvii s
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« patience, experience ; and experience,
¢¢ hope ;and hope maketh not afhamed, be-
¢¢ caufethe love-of Gob isfhed abroad in our
¢¢ hearts by the Holy Goft, which is given
¢¢ unto us.”’

8. The horrors of an evil, guilty condem-.
ning conicience are, beyond compare, the
moft fhocking miferies of this life; and
‘too certain prcludes of that worm which
dieth not, and that fire which is not quench-
ed. Confcience is a lion, which will one
day or other, rife up and tear to pieces,
with refiftlefs fury, the impenitent finner.
We have fome inftruétive and alarming in-
ftanczs of thefe horrors of a guilty and a- _
wakened confcience, in the cafes of Cain,
Fudas and Francis Spira.

9. The dangerous and deftrutive coun-
terfit of peace of conscicnce, is security or a
JSalse and ill.grounded peace of mind, in a
wilful courfe of fin. This arifes either
from falfe and unworthy notions of Gop’s
perfc&tions, or from a long cuftom of fin-
ning againft light, whereby the confcience

- becomes as it were seared and past feel-
ing :* But apiercing light will one day or
other, difcover this cheat to the finner, and
fill his foul with an anguifh which he fhall
ncither be able to fupport nor divert.

10. Let us labor to obtain an enlightern

® Bpoh, iv. 18, 19,

o
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ed, well informed conicience, that we may
neither, on the one hand, become the dupes
of fuperftitious fears, groundlefs” panics,
and imaginary terrors, for aftions in which
there is really no guilt; nor, on the other,
like Saint Paul, bring guilt upon ourfelves,
by erring ignorantly throagh unbelicf.*

11. Let us pray and labor for a zender,
sensible, faithful conicience; left we be
given over to the dreadful foul-deftroying
judgmentof blindness of mind and bar duess
of beart.

ESSAY XVIL
0Of Joy in the Hory GrosT.

1. JOY inthe Holy Ghott, is a joy pre-
cecding not merely from the tefti-
mony of a good confcience ; but alfo from
the cheering influences of the holy Spirit,
the comforter, bearing witnefs with the
comfortable teflimony of our own {pirits,
fhining upon the work-of grace in our fouls,
and making it vifible to ourfelves; the
confequence of which is, that we are filled
with joy unfpeakable and full of glory.
2. It isa dire& fruit of the Spirit, not on-
ly as sanctifying, but as comforting :+ It
js the love. of Gop flied abroad in our

. *1Tim. 1. 13,
. f G‘ln Ve 23,
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thearts, by the Holy Ghoft which is- given
unto us.* .
. 8..This alfois a privilege only of the
sanctified : For, although the Holy Ghoft
-operates on the hearts of the wicked, as a
renewer and sanctifier ; yet he vifits none
:as a comforter, {hedding abroad the love of
“Gop in their ‘hearts, except fuch as are in
:a ftate .of pardon and reconciliazion with
4Gob, and as are actually holy.
4. If we would experience and enjoy with-
.4n us, that {piritual kingdom of-Gop, which
<onfifts in righteousness, and peace, and
Joy in the Holy Ghost ;+ we muft, by a-vir-
tuous, watchful and-circumspect life, have
sour fouls always prepared and adorned, .as
fit temples for the refidence -of the ‘Holy
«Ghoft : For, thisjoy does not feem to be
" effential to:a fanélified flate ; but feems
rather to depend much on the manner in
‘which we improve.our talents, and enter-
‘tain and cherifh the motions and operati-
.ons of the holy ‘Spirit on -our minds. It
may be alfo, in'many <afes, a peculiar and
" fovereign faver conferred by ‘Gop on fome
believers, who'may belt improve it to his
.glory, and the comfort and edification of
others, on certain important -occafions and
-emergencies.
5. As, therefore, we would -expeét this
divine privilege, and tafte this pure and.
® Rom. v. 4. e ik
-+ Rom. xiv, 17, L i

R
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‘heavenly joy, let us be folicitoufly watch.-
ful over every movement of our hearts and
affe€tions, and labor after the utmoft purity
of fonl.

6. Many poer chriftians are fo far from
enjoying thefe Juxuries of religion, that
through fome peculiar infelicity of confti-
tution or,external circumflances, or from
fome other caufe known only to Gob, they
walk continually in darknefs and fee no
light: Let not fuch, however, be over
much diftrefled, provided they are but ena-
bled to trust in the Lorp, and stay them-
selves upon their Gop. ¥

ESSAY XVIL

Whether Curistians may be fully assur-
ed of Gop’s eternal LovE,in this Lirg?
1 BY a full assurance of Gop’s {ove, we

mean, ‘Such a firm and well- ground-
£ ed perfuafion of his love to us, of the
¢ truth of grace in us, and of the certainty
¢ of future glory and happinefs, as excludes
¢ all doubts and fears, and as affords juft
¢ ground of joy and triumph.” The Apos-
tle terms it, The full assurance of hope.+
2. We do not fuppofe that every believ-
er attains to this privilege ; for, we do not

‘ %*1fa.l. 10
.. ' Heb, vi, 11,
- a2 ! . . -
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fuppofe that aflurance is of the essence of
Saith. 'To believe and trust in Chrift, is'

one thing, and to be [Jersuaded and assured'
that we do believe and truft in him, agree-
able to the gofpel command is another and’
a very differcnt thing: The first is a direct,

the second a reflex act of faith-w By the firse’
we are aCtually in the way of falvation ;

by the second'we know and are comfortably

affured that we are fo-; and: the firsz may’
be and often is, without the fecond.*

3. This comfortable affurance of Gop’s-
eternal love is not, in its own nature per.-
manent ; but may be, and often is losz for
@ time, either throuoh falls and mifcar-
riages, or anunwatehful anduncircumipect’
life, orfor otlier reafons and purpofes known:
only to Gop. Nay, it may be doubted,
whether any chriftian ever enjoyed this'
privilegcuninterruptedly for many years, or-
even months together. Nor indeed is it’
neceflary, as it is not effential to’ falvation.
It is neceflary to our .falvation, that we’
fhould always truft in Gop ; but it is not
cqually neceflary, that we fhould- always
l&now that we do fo.-

" 4. Gop' may have wile and gracious
“reafons for withholding this comfortable
aflurance wholly from fome chriftians, and
for interrupting it often In others ; namely,
to humblec and preferve them from fpiritual

*1fa. 1. 10, © o
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pride ; to chattife them for careleflnéfs and:
unwatchfulnefs, and to exercife them in the:
graces of godly forrow, repentance, pa-
tience, dependance, and a painful dlhgence
in the work of religion.

5. Chriftians may alfo forfeit this com.
fortable affurance, by their mifcarriages-
and indifcretions ; by grieving the holy
Spirit and refifting his motions and impul-
fes, and by ncglefting the duties of medi-
tation, felf-examination, prayer, and the.
other inftrumental ordinances of Gon’s.
appointment.

6. But this affurance is a privilege cer- .
tainly artainable by chriftians, becaufe it
has been actually attained by numbers of.
Gop’s people. It appears that ¥ob,* Da-
wid,t St. Paul and all the other Apoftles.
had this comfortable affurance.}

7. It was one principal defign of writing-
the {criptures, that we might come to this
comfortable affurance, and’ we are rcpeat-
edly exharted and commanded to feek for-
it and obtain it, which proves that it is at-
tainable. |l

8. There are numberlefs conditional’
promifes of falvation laid down in feripture, .

* Job xix. 23.—27.

+- 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. and his pfalms paffim.

$ 2Tim. i. 1 iv. 7,8, 2 Cor. iv, 17.—v. 1, 6;
7, 8. Phil.i. 19,—23. 1 Johs iii 2,3, &c.

il Joho xx. 3t. rjohnn 4 v.13. 2Cor. xiii. §.

ﬁ Gal, v‘!'. 34 &c.
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the conditions whereof,'if we can be per
fuaded that we have been enabled to fulfil-
them, we may be equally aflured of ezernal
life, and that we are in a stzate of salvation.-
For inftance; be that believeth, repenteth,,
tsconverted and born of Gon, shall be sav--
ed. * This is the record, that Gop hath
‘¢ given unto-us cternal life, and this life is
““in his Son : He that hath the Son, hath
¢¢ life ;- and he that hath not the Son, hath.
¢ not life ; but the wrath:-of Gop-abideth-
¢ on him.” If, therefore, I have obtained
g rational affurance, that I have believed, or
received the Son of Gop by faith ; that 1.
have repented, and am truly regenerated’
and born again of the Spirit, I.am equally
-affured of eternal:life.

9. The feriptures abound with marks
and charalers of true belicvers and real
converts. E. g. “This is the love of
& coD, that ye keep his commandments.’
¢ We know that we have pafled from death-
*t untolife, becaufe we love the brethren..
& The fruits of the Spirit are love, joy,.
& pedce, &c. and they that are Chrift’s,
¢ have crucified the fleth, with its lufts..
« There is, therefore; now no condemna-
& tion to them that are in Chrift Jefus, whé-
¢ walk not after the flefh, but after thé
& Qpirit.. To bé fpirithally minded is life
# and peacé.. As miany as aré léd by the:

¢ Spirit.of.GOD, they are the Sons SfooRe- <
: xr A .
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<t Every. man, who hath this hope in him.
¢ felf, purifyeth himfelf, as GoD is pure,
““ &c.’” Now, if we are rationally and up-
on good grounds perfuaded that we have
thefe marks and charafters, we may be
equally affured of fpiritual life in pofleffion,
and eternal life in reverfion..

10. The witnefs of the Spirit may alfo
concur with-and fhine. upon this evidence,
and give us an. irrefiftible perfuafion, that
this is indeed our happy cafe.*

11. Thefollowing things feem neceflary
to this aflurance : (1.) There muft be pro.
mises of life-and falvation .revealed, as o0b-
jects of our faith.—(2.) There muft be
marks and characters revealed, as a rule
whereby we may examine and try ourfelves,
aad .know. our {tate.-—(3.) Thefe marks
and evidences of grace muft be discovered,
in an ordinary-way, by frequent, diligent,
and . impartial se/f-examination, which is
the only rational expedient on our part te
come. at se/f-knowledge.—(4.) It is neces-
fary, that- we. theuld discern in ourselves

%hefe’ marks and evidences, to which the
promifes of {alvation are made : And, (5.)"
n order tq remave all. doubt and uncertain-
_ty, it feems neeeflary, in moft. cafes, that
‘the Spirit thould fhine upon his own work,
and give his concurring testimony ; and
~ for this-we fhould earneftly pray, while we.
,: €xamine. . A
&T“ Rom, A\ ) l,‘-:"q.-_-—f\.\.“v‘&"‘j'

~
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- There is an extraordinary witness:
of tbe Spirit, which feems diftin&t fromn
- this, and which is much more rare and un-.
common ; wherein, without any felf:ex--
amination, refle€ting or reafoning, the Spi-
rit of GOD immediately shines.on the soul,.
with fuch an.irrefiftible and overpowering:
light, and with fuch fenfible. firft-fruits of
heavenly glory, as puts the. perfons thus.
highly favored, infinitely above all.doubt
of the fafety of their ftite.  This often hap-
pens to eminently holy men, upon the near
approach of*death.

13. The very loweft degree of this as-
furance is not to be expe€ted without zrue -
Jfaith, and a confcientious regard to GOD's
commandments, accompanied with felf-ex- -
amination, and-¢éareful, ferious. refle&tions
on our temper, frame and aftions, compar-
ed with-the word of GoD. -

14. It is the duty of every chriftian, ton-
" tubor to obtain this comfortable - affurance:
of the fafety and happinefs of his ftate, for.-
the following reafons : (1.) Witheut it he -
can have no rational hope, or joy in theHo--
1y Ghoft.  (2.) He cannot, with truth and.’
fincerity, bear an honorable teftimony:to re-.-
ligion, or encourage-and - comfort’ others:
from his own experience. . (3.) He cannot.
praife Gop or rejoice in him, as. he ought ; -
nor be {a eheerful in.his fervice,:. or. fo ex--
emplary ip.his own life; as. he otherwifes:

<
~2
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might.. (4.) Hisdeath cannot bé honora-
ble to chriftianity, ner edifying to faints or
finners ;- as he muft go down to the grave,
in a ftate of doubt and hefitancy.

15. To obtain this comfortable affur--
ance, is, for ordinary, a work which re-
quires much labor, diligence and perfever-
ance ; but when obtained, it will abun-
dantly recompence the labor of a. whale
lifetime.

ESSAY XVIIL.

7he ImMorTALITY of 1be Sovur..

¥, "T HE doétrine of the foul’s immorta=-

lity isof gréat importance in religion:.
For, if the foul perithed with the body, se/f-
denial, mortification, and extreme suffer--
#ngs in the caufe of virtue, would be gb--
surd ;—and the beft chriftians would, as’
the Apoflle fuggefts,. be of all men the
foft miferable.

2. By the foul’s being immortal; we do:
not mean that it is impoffible for him who-
made it to deffroy it;- or that it is, in its.
own nature, immortal, independently on-
Gop ;- but that it doth net perifh or die
with, or like the body, nor.can be deftroyed:
By anv creature ;- but is appointed by Gob:
for an endlefs exiftence, and fitted and qua--
Jified for this deathlefs exiftence ih its ewm

sature. -
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3. Reafen does not aflurens, that thoughe
 and consciousness are inseparable and es-
- sential properties. of human fouls: For:
aught we know, they may be, and exifk
without continued thought, confcioufnefs.
and refleétion, though the contrary. opinien:
- is highly. probable, and feems to be coune.
tenanced by {cripture.. .

4. We know of but two kinds of fub--
ftances in the univerfe, marzer and spiriz..-
And thefe we conceive of as entirely dif---
ferent and diftinét from one another. Gobp,
we are fure, is a pure spirit ; immaterial,.
without body or bodily parts : But we are
not equally certain that created fpirits, ei-
ther angels. or human. souls, are {pirits of.
the fame nature with Gobp, or wholly im-
material. Though their being called spi-
rits, and being faid to be made after the
image of Gop, and ta be bis offspring, isa
stn;ng presumption. that they are immate-
rial.

5, If it ceuld be- certainly proved that
our fouls are wholly immatcrial, as Gob is,
it would be a ftrong argument in favor of
their immortality : Becaufe, it would hence
follow, that they are incapable of dissolu-

“tion ; that they could not perifth with the
body, and that none but Gop could deftroy
them. But we have abundant arguments
to prove the soul’s immortality, laying afide -
the confideration of its being immaterial, .
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6. There is much the fame reafon to be-
licve the spirits of brutes to be immaterial
as the souls of men. Both are called spi-
rits in the {cripture ; though it is faid; that
the one goeth upward- at death, and the
other downwards. And it is-as difficult to-
oonceive how a merely material fubftance
fhould perccive, reason, remember, com-
pare, love and hate in a beast, more than
in a man. Yet there are not the fame
rcafons to bclieve the immortality of the
fpixits of bealts, as of the fouls of men.

The ftrongeft-and mott conclufive ar-
gumentx for the immortaiity of buman
couls, are of a moral nuture, and do not’
arife from their being immaterial :  For,
although we know our bodies to be ma--
terial, yet we have fufficient reafon to be-
licve, that they {hall be raifed from the
dead, and rendered immortal in a future
flate. And. if we Lave reafon to believe
this of our mortal bodies, why may we
not believe tlhie fame of our fouls, even
fuprofing them: to be material.

8. There is a great apparent refem-
blance between men and brutes in many
refpeéls, both living and dying.  They
feem to have murh the fame natural per-
ceptions of vleafure and pain.  All the
brute creation feem to have fome portion
of reafon, fore-thought, contrivance and’
o &emory. So that it is hard to conceive
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an ‘effential difference between the Téuls
of men and the {pirits of beafts; only,
that the former appear to.be a more perfe&t
kind of fpirits. Yet thereare many greae
.and .essential differences between men
and beafts, which lay a foundation for
believing the fouls -of men to be immor-
tal, whereas the fpirits of beafts may be
mortal and perishable at their death.

9. The fouls of men have plainly .2 ca-
pacity for virtue and religion. It is evi-
«ent that- they have a censcience, a moral
- sense and feeling, a divine law written
upon them ; that they have hopes and
fears, relating to invifible powers, and a
future and invifible ftate. They have
maturally .bope and joy, when they are
.confeious of having actted wup te the moral
" Jaw of théir nature; and fears and fore-
bodings of punifhment, when they grofsly
violate the laws of their own minds. In
other words; it appears, that thay are
moral agents, accountable creatures, under
Jaw to Gop; and that they know they are
refponfible to him for their moral -a&ions.
But there is not the leaft evidence or ap-
pearance of this among the brute creation.
‘Now if Gop has implanted ¢this law, this -
moral sense, these hopes and fears in hu-
anan fouls, as the law of their nature ; is'it
o be thought, that -they are vain and *
Hife, and have no real objells? <. = ¥4



144 EKNOXsESSAYS.

10. The fpirits of brutes do not feem
-capable of improvement : Whatever they
know and do feems to be by instinct. The
bird builds her neft as ingeniously the
Jirst year; without any inftru€tion, as fhe
-does after the experience of zen years ;
.and knows her food, her enemies and re-
fources as well. But the foul of man is
-capable, of daily improvement, not only
in virtue, but in the knowledge of -arts
and sciences. Is it not likely then, that
buman souls are made for noble ends, and
for higher enjoyments, even for an im.
mortal, ever improving duration ?

11. The generality of men of all na.
tions, even the moft ignorant and barba-
rous, have believed the immortality of
the foul, and this univerfal belief, muft be
fuppofed founded -on some abvious princi-
ples, level to the capacity of all; which
is a ftrong prefumption that it is z7ue and
JSounded in nature.

'12. Men in general have @ strong de.
sire, and a fond hope of immortality;
and the more virtuous and holy they are,
the more -earneft is this hope and defire
of immortality : But would a good Gop
provide gratifications for all the natural
defires of the lowelt order of creatures,
and leave this nobleft appetite in man un-

- gratified ?—or would he infpire the bofi-
. st and best of men with pantings, breatb-

x
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ings and earnest longzngs, which are vain,
imaginary and delusive ?

13. It Teems not confiftent with the di- _
vine goodnefs to form fo excellent a crea-
ture as man, for fo thort @ duration and
fuch low employments, as are to be met
with in this life. Is it reafonable to imd.
gine, that the human foul, by the time
its noble faculties juft begin to be culti-
vated and fitted for noble pleafures and
enjoyments, {hou]d be extinguithed and
cut off for ever?

14. Good men_defire nothing fo much
as to enjoy Gop more perfetly than they
can in their life; and the more they love
Gobp, the more eager and unfatisfied is
this defire in their fouls. Nay, this de.
fire, is the fruit of Gobp’s grace in them,
and of his own planting. But if the hu-
- man foul is not immortal, the beft of
men, can never obtain their noblest de-
sire, and the highest enjoyment and bap-
piness of which their nature is capable.

15. If the foul were mortal, a defperate
villain might deprive the moft virtuous man
of his being, and of all the future réwards
- "of his virtue : But is it confiftent with the
juftice and goodnefs of Gop, that this
fhould be in the power of a bad man ?

16. If Gon is a juft governor of his ra-
tional creatures, the 9irtuous must and.

wi/l be rewarded accordmg to theu' vg&-s&_g |



146 KNOXs ESSAYS.

and the wickedpunifhed accordingtotheirs:
But we are fure this does not always happen
in the prefent life ; therefore, there muft be
a future state of retribution, and confe.
quently human fouls are immortal.

17. Our Lord Jefus Chrift has put this
doétrine beyond all doubt, having brought
life and immortality to light by his gafpel.
The whole of his religion ; all his threat-
eningsand promifes, his fewards and pu-
nifhments, go upon this fuppofition, and
al] his difcourfes and parables are full of it.

18. Chrift’s raifing the dead bodies of
many, and rifing himfclf from the dead ; al.
fo, the appearance of Moses and Elias to
the difciples on the mount of transfigura-
tion, were fo many ocular demonfirations
of the immortality of the foul, and that its
exiftence depends not oh the life of the bo-
dy.
19. It is no objedtion to this important
doélrine, thatthefaculties of thefoulsof aged
orsick personsareimpairedand enfeebled by
the difeafes and decays of the body ; fee-
ing the foul muft exert its faculties 4y and
through the bodily organs. On the con-
trary alfo, the fouls of fome men are un-
commonly aftive and vigorous when their
bodies are in the deepeft decays, and juft
at the point of death. :

20. If our fouls are indeed immortal, and

égpu{l live for ever happy or miferable, is

N

- -
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there any care.or concern in this life a
thoufandth part fo important to man, asto
provide for the future happinefs of his im-
mortal foul ?

ESSAY XIX.
Of Dxatn. R
- L THOUGH we can.hardly conceive

] of the natural immortality of a
body compofed of flesh and blood ; yet
Gobp could doubtlefs have made our bodies
immortal, if he had fo pleafed. And had
we continued in a ftate of innocence, there
is no doubt but that we would have been
immortal ; for this feems implied in the
promife of the covenant of works. -

2. Whether this reward and privilege of
innocent man, would have been an immor-
tality on earth or in heaven, is no where
plainly revealed.

3. Though man was naturally morral ;
yet Gop could have preferved him from
death, by the falubrity of the air and wa-
ter, the wholefome, reftorative and medici-
nal quality of the fruits of the earth, and
that compofure and equability of the pas-
fions and affetions, refulting from the inno-
cency and perfeétion of the foul.

4. Some have fuppofed,thatthezree of life,
_from which man was excluded by fin, had, .

[
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in its fruit, the preternatural qualiry of
preferving man immortal, fo long ashe
had accefs to eatit : Others, that it was
a sacramental pledge of his immortality fo
long as he continued in a ftate of innocence.

5. However thefe things may be, yet
we are affured both from [cripture and
experience, that fa{len, sinful man, is mor-
tal ; that death is the wages and conse-
gucnt of sir in all the race ; and that death
hath pafled upon al/, becaufe all have sin-
ned.*

6. As death is the wages of sin, and by
the unaiterable purpofe of Gop, all men are
doomed to die; fo a great many second
causes may have concurred to fecure the
accomplilhment of this purpofe; as the
curfe of the earth, poifoning its fruits with
the feeds of death ; the baneful inflaences
of the accurfed air uwpon our lungs and
juices; the intemperature of the feafons,
and the quick fucceflions from wet to dry,
and from extreme heat to extreme cold;
the exorbjtancy and irregularity of our
pafhions and appetites throngh fin ; the fick-
ly and enfeebled conflitutions of our fore-
fathers, and the like.

7. With regard to beafts, we fuppofe
dcath to put aperiod to their pains, plea-
fures and very beings. But; as it is attend-
ed with fome degree of pain, and deprives
_ *Gen. ii, 17. Rom.v.12. Job xxi. 335 Heb. ix. 23
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thefe creatures of being, and many pleafu-
rable enjoymerits, religion and even huma-
nity {fhould reftrain us from giving them:
unneceflary pain, and much more from
taking away their lives, where neceflity, or
the law of felf-prefervation, does not re-
quire it. - soE .

8., With regard'to tan,'dearh in itfelf
confidered, ‘or the "mere sepdration’ of
soul and body, ought not 'to be greatly
dreaded, as probably the pain of it is much
fmaller than we imagine: But what ren-
ders death peculiarly important and formi-
dable' to'man, is its awfu/ consequences.
¢« It is appointed for all men once to die,
« and after that the judgment.”

9. ““The fting of death is fin.” A con-
fcioufnefs of guiit, of ‘expofecnefs to an
impartial judgment, eternal . banithment
from Gop, and the pofitive infliCtions of
his wrath; reder death txtremely formida-
ble to the'wicked, as it muft be to such,
the period “of all their pleafurable enjoy-
ments, and thc tommencement of eternal
mifery. ’

10. Even nature, in good men, has an
abhorrence of death, in itfelf confidered,
as we'may léarn from fhe Apoftle himfelf ;*
becaufe, fiy fome, death is unnatural, be-
frig nd nart of the original conftitution, but
an adventitious confequent upon fin, and

® 3 Cor. v. 3.

02
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part of the punifhment of ,it. But many
other reafons may be aﬂigned for this, fuch
as the natural fear of the pain of dying, our
unacquaintednefs with the feparate ftate and
invifible world, and remaining doubts of
their unpreparednefs, with many. Befides,
the foul and body, who have “been long
fuch clofe and intimate companions, muft
naturally have a relutance. to part from
each other, though but for a feafon.

11. It is the peculiar privilege of the
righieous, that death will redound to their.
unfpcakable advantage.— Deatd is theirs,
as the Apoftle emphatically exprefles it.®
To them to die, is gain.t

(1.) The fting of death is taken away,
in their juftification: For, after rational
evidence, that a perfon is pardoned, and
reftored to the favor of Gop, thére is no
more rational ground for the fear of death ;
as that sense of guilt and fear of punish-
ment which are the fling of death, are taken
away, and fuch a perfon has ground for
that triumphant exultation; O death,
¢t where is thy fling! O grave, where is
¢¢ thy vi€tory !’

(2.) Death changes its nature to the righ-
teous, and, of an enemy becomes a friend.
The king of terrors is changed into a mes-
senger of divine love: As, first, it frees

#* 3 Cor. iii. 23.
** <4 Phil. i. 20,
-} 1 Cor. av.
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them from all mifery, and from the remain-
der of indwelling corruption. It ends the
mortal frife and conflict, and gives them a
complete vi€tory and triumph over every
enemy. Sccondly, it fits and qualifies them
for farther and higher communion with
Chrift in glory. When they are absent
Jrom the body, they are present with the
Lord ; fee him face to face, and enjoy him
perfectly without a medium. It enlarges
and qualifies the foul for more perfeét com-
munion with, and the more perfet enjoy-
ment of Goo, Christ, angels and blessed
spirits. And, as flesh and blood cannot
snberit the kingdom of beaven, it prepares
the body for putting on a fpiritual and im.
mortal form without which it could not be
fitted for heaven. ,

- 12. The change of thofe who fhall be
alive at the refurre@ion and fecond coming
of Chrift, will be equivalent to death:
there appearing no reafon why fuch fhould
be privileged above their fellow creatures.

13. The tranflation of Enock and Elijah,
are the only two exceptions from the uni-
verfal mortality of the human kind; and
perhaps were intended as demonftrative
proofs of an unfeen world.

14. Though death will be certain gain fo
the righteous; yet a longer continuance in
the prefent life may be beneficial to many
of them, and anfiver great and important

€
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purpofes in the fcheme of providence :
‘Wherefore, an abfolute and impatient de-
fire of death, or peremptory prayers for it,
are not commendable in good men ; but all
lawful medns to preferve and ‘prolong lee'
ought to be ufed by them. *

InrereNcEs. 1. How ought a fenfe of
univeifal mortality to bumble the pride of
man: and efpecially that ariling from birzh,
honor, power, wealth, riches and nobzlzt_y e
We have furely no rexfon to be vain or
proud-of any thing, of which death tan rpob
us.

. Mow vain and ridiculous, yea, and
unbapp_y a thing would man be, if he were
whoily urider the dominion of death,‘and
h'ld no claim to lmmort'\ht) 2

From the cornfideration of death, the
grcateﬁ of all natural evils, and from its
universalizy, we may infer the great evil of
fin, from which it took its rife.

- 4. From the fhortnefs and uncertainty
of life, and the impeortance of it, as a ftaté
of probation-for eternity, we fhould learn
the importance of improving our time, and
the great guilt and folly of lavifhing and
fquandering it in foolifh and vain, and
much more in finful amufements and plea.
fures.t

5. If death be fo important in its con.
fequences, how dreadful a thing is murder’

¥ Philip. i. 2t ,—16.
o Plal. xc. 32, ——XX%iX, 4y %
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and how cautlous and cxrcumfpc& ought
judges and juries to be in matters of life
and death ? _

6. How defperately mad is the wretch
who is acceflory to his own death, by
which, he not only deprives himfelf and the
‘world of all the benefits and advantages of
his life, but plunges into an awful eternity,
 under all the irremiffible guxlt of fuicide. -

ES S AY XX
" Tbe I{;sunmjcnon_q{ the Di;AD.‘

1. THIS is a do&@rine of pure revelation,

feeing there is no principle or ap-
. pearance in nature, from whence it can be
rationally inferred.

2. The inftance of a grain of corn dying
in the earth before it fprings, and like in-
ftances, are good illustrations of the doc-
trine already revealed, and fhew that the
thing is neither zmposszble nor absurd;
but cannot prove it.

3. Though it appears from many paﬂ"l-
ges of the Old Teftament fcriprures, that

this do&rine was believed by the Old Tef-.
* tament faints ;* yet the fy//, c/ear and cir-_

* See1Sam.ii. 6. 2Kingsiv. 35. xiii. 21.—-%vii.
21. 22. Pfal, xvi. 10. Ifa. xxv 8. Hof. xiii.’ 14.
Compare 1 Cor. xv. 54, 55. 'Luke xx. 37, 38. Conh-
pare Exod. iii. 6. Job xix. eg,—-n Dan. xu B
Heb. xi,
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cumstantial revelation of it was referved to
be brought to light by the gofpel. Chrjft
raifed three dead bodies in the courfe of his

. miniftry, and raifcd himfelf. He terms

himfclf the resurrection and the life ;% and
declares, that he is commiffioned by Gop
to raife up all his people at the laft day.+
See this do&rine eftablifhed from the refur-
reftion of Chrift, and beautifully explain-
ed, 1 Cor. xv.

4. The bodies both of the righteous and
the wicked fhall be raifed:} For, as the
body has been a partner with the foul in
this ftate of probution, it feems equitable,
that it fhould fhare with it in a ftate of re-
tribution.

5. The refurre®tion body will be the
same in substance with that which died,
but will have far different qualities, fuited
to the ftate and place of retribution : For,
flefh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of heaven; necither is it conceivable that
they fhould long endure the torments of
hell, unconfumecd, without a perpetual mi-
racle. The bodies of the faints will be
raifed spiritual, incorruptible, and glori-
ous, like the glorified body of Chrift ; and
probably thofe of the wicked, spiritug/ and
incorruptible, but hideous and deformed.

* John xi.

4 John vi. 39, 49-

.$ Matth. xxv. 31, &c. Rev. xx. 12, 13. Matth, x.
8. L\lkt Xil. ‘s‘
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6. The objeftions raifed againft the re-
furrettion of the same body, are fo futile,
_ when we confider the power and wifdom of

Gonp, and the true nature of things, as not
to deferve a ferious anfwer.
7. The bodies of thofe who fhall be
found alive on the earth at the laft day,
- fhall be inflantaneoufly changed ; in which
change there will be the nature and eflence
" both of a death, and a refurreétion.

ESSAY XXI

Of a FuturE JUPGMENT.

1. IT is appointed for all men once to
die, and after that the judgment,
Heb. ix. 27. -

2. Many. of the arguments for the im-
mortality of the foul, equally prove a judg-
ment to come; fuch as the moral agency
and accountableness of man ; the operations
of his confcience and moral fenfe; his un-
accountable bopes and fears refpecting an
invifible power and a future ftate ; the une-
qual diftribution of rewards and punifh-
ments according to men’s moral characters
in this prefent ftate, and the like.

3. Itisremarkable alfo, that a belief of a
judgment to come, and a future ftate of re-
wards and punifthments, according to men’s
prefent behavior, has been as universal,as
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the belief of the foul’s immortality ; and is
indeed grounded on the {ame general prin.
ciples.

4. The holy fcriptures fully, clearly, and
circumstantially eftablifh and teach this
doctrine.*

5. Gop will judge the world by Yesus
Christ, by whem he made and governs it,
and by whom he has redeemedit. There
is a great and evident propriety in this,
from many reafons too tedious here to men-
tion. This alfo tends powerfully to prove
the real divinity and infinite perfection of
our Redeemer.

6. Chriit at the day of judgment, will
defcend from heaven, in vifible pomp and
fplendor inexpreflible ; clothed with his
own glory, his Father’s glory, and attended
with all the thining retinue of heaven ;—
will feat himfelf on a glorious whitc throne
in the lower heavens, and having fummon-
ed before him, the whole rational creation,
angels, men, and devils, will judge and
fentence them according to their refpective
works and characters,

7. The important confequence of this
judgment is, that the righteous will imme-
diately enter intoaftate of endless happiness,

* Gee J.-le 13. and Ecclef, xii. 14. Matth. xxv. Rev.
xii. and xxii, &c.

4 Ads xvii. 3. 2 Cor. v. 10, &c,

§ Lvke ix. 26. Matth. xxv.31. 1t Thes. iv. 16. 3
Thes, i. 7,—10. 2 Pet.ii. 4. Judeb, 14,35. Reve
AL X1, [2,~=eXXil, 120 % QoL YL 10, '
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énd the wicked into a ftate of endless mis-
ery, in confequence of the pubhc fentence
then pafled upon them by the judge.*

8. As we hear of but owe judgment, it
does not appear that the fouls of men, are
immediately judged at their departure from
the body ; although it is eerzain they are
then made to Anow and expect their final
doom, and do enter immediately into fome
degree of happinefs or mifery accordmg to
their refpective characters.

ESSAY XXIL ..

HEavEN; or the FuTure STATE of the
BrLEessep.

1. WE have already fuppofed, that the
fouls of the righteous, during the
whole intermediate ftate, from the article of
death, to the day of judgment, are ina place
and staze of bleflednefs,—called in fcrip-
ture Paradise, Abrabam’s bosem, heaven,
and the like ; though it is uncertain, whe-
ther this be the fame place and ftate into
which they will enter after the fina] jndg-
ment,
" 2. Though the fight of their defcending
Redeemer, and their being placed on His
right hand bcfore the judgment feat, will filt

# Matth, xxv. 31, 47, 46.
. 4 Luke vi. 25,—23.——xxiii, 43, Rev. vi. §, &
™
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the righteous with inexpreflible joy; yet
the fentence paffed on them after judgment,
*¢ Come ye blefled of my Father, inherit
¢¢ the kingdom,” &c.—may be properly
deemed the first part of their public tri-
umph ; and of the honor confcrred upoa
them before the affembled world: This .
being the first declaration of their title to
the eternal joys of their Lord, in cenfe-
quence of their judgment and acquittance.

3. They will then go awiy with Chrift
and the holy angels into /ife erernal, where
they will ever be with each other, and with
their deareft Lord. ®

4. We mutt confider heaven both as a
place and a szate of bleflednefs ; but where
this place or what this ftate preeifely is, we
are not at prefent permitted to know.

5. As Chrift has, and the faints will
have glorious bodies, therc muft needs be a
docal heaven, or some place where thefe
bodies will e and reside. But whether
the whole univerfe may net be turned into
@ heaven to them ; or whether any particu-
lar part of it may be appropriated for their
peculiar refidence, is what we cannet cer-
tainly tell, ‘I'rue, the heaven of the faints
is termed a city, the New Ferusalem, man-
sions in Gop’s house, sure babitations, and
the like ; but for all we know, thefe may
be only figurative expressions. Gop may

" * Marth. xxv. 48
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create a heaven around his faints wherever
they are, even in hell ; and they may have
intimate communion with each other, from
the moft diftant parts of the univerfe. The -
angels aiways behold the face of Gop in -
heaven, and yet they are reprefented as
Mminiftring to the faints on earth. Where-
“ver GOD gracioufly communicates himfelf
to his rational creatures, there is heaven :
and, as Gop is immenfe and infinite, his
creatures can no where be out of his imme-
diate prefence. ’

6. Heaven, wherever-it is, muft be a

glorious place adorned with every thing
that can gratify and delight the refined and
heavenly fenfes of glorified and fpiritualiz-
ed bodies ; and as, in our perfect glorious
ftate, we may have a great many more and
different fenfes and ccpacities, than what
we have at prefent, and all thefe may have
their proper and adapted gratifications ;
therefore, it is impofhible for us to conceive
at prefent any thing of the glory and happi-
nefs of that place, which eye bath not seen,
aor ear heard, &c. %
. 7. But we can at prefent conceive fome-
thing of the heavenly state, as a ftate of
perfect holiness, exempt from all fin and
mifery ; and indeed, good men enjoy fome-
thing of heaven in this fenfe of the word,
o: have fome foretafles or, prelibations of it
irt their fouls, in this life.

* 5 €or. ii, 9.
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8. Heavenis a ftate of improved kmow-
ledge and perfect boliness. ‘The glorified
faints do see and know Gop intuitively, in
his own nature, and in a fpiritual manner,
as one {pirit may be fuppofed to fee and
know another. They alfo have a clear dif-
cernment of the wifdom and contrivance of
his works, and of the holinefs, juftice and
equity of his ways and providences ; which
1s a kind and degree of knowledge we can-
not attain to in this life, and which muft
afford inexpreflible happinefs to the mind,
by delightfully gratifying its nobleft powers.
"The righteous in heaven are alfo altogether
boly ; have no propenfity to-fin ; no ftrug-
gles with corruption; no confli€t with
temptation ; no remorfe for guilt, nor any
fear of difplcafing Gon, or enduring his
dilplcafure. They clearly see and know
Gonp, and therefore they perfeitly /ove and
admire him. They know the equity of
his laws and the beauty of holinefs, and
therefore they cannot but delightfully obey
him and work holinefs, and can be in no
danger of inclining to the hateful ways of
fin. Befides,enjoying fo glorious a reward
-of holinefs, and feeing fin fo dreadfully.pu-
nifhed in the damned, they are everlaftingly
guarded againft the love of fin in the moft
powerful manner imaginable.

9. As Gob is the perfeétion of beauty,
and thelource of all bleflednefs and comfort,
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o the higheft part of our heavenly bleffed-
nefs will confift in the contemplation and
enjoyment of him. In Imawmg bhim, we
thall znow all truth, and in enjoying him we
fhall enjoy all good and happiness ; for there
is neither truzh nor bappiness but in and
from him; fo that he muft ever'be the
sypreme good and chief portion of our fouls:
Befides, that the knowledge and enjoyment
of Gop are :ransformmg and asszmzlatmg,
fo that to know and enjoy him, is to belike
bim ; and to be like him in our meafure,
is to be as boly, happy and glorious, asour

natvire will admit. %

. 10. The prefence and enjoyment of
Chrift and of the Holy Ghoft, will alfo be
prime ingredients in our heavcnly ‘bleffed-
nefs. Indeed, in enjoying zbem, we enjoy
GOD+ .
11. Nor necd we fcruple to fuppofe, that
the fweet fcllow{hnp and communion of an-
gels and saints, more efpecially thofe whom
we have known and /oved on earth, will be
ingredients in our heavenly bleflednefs.
«¢ But ye are come unto mount Sion, and
¢ unto the city of the living GoD, the hea-
¢¢ yenly Jerufalem, and to an innumerable
* company of angels; tothe general affem-
“ bly and church of the firft-born, which
¢ are wrntten in’ heaven, and to oD the
*¢ judgi 'of all, and to the i'pmts of juft men

® 3 John jii. 2.
4 & Thes.ive 17,18, Plnl i. 23, aGot.w. 3N
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¢ made perfeét, and to Jefus the Mediator
¢ of the new: covenant, and to the blood of
¢¢ fprinkling, that fpeaketh better things
¢¢ than that of Abel.””*

12. The happinefs of the righteous will
be eternal.

13. It fhall alfo, in all probability, be
ever improving, as they grow in knowledge
and holinefs.

14. It is highly probable, that there will
be different degrees of glory- in heaven, ac-
cording to the different degrees of holinefs
among GODs children on earth.t

15. We fhould now have our converfa.
tion in heaven, and be preparing for that
blefled place and fate : For, how fad a cale
will it be, if we are defcribing that blefled-
nefs which we fhall never enjoy, nor even -
fee, but at an unapproachable diftance, as
the rich man did Lazarus, through the

imaflable gulph.
ESSAY XXIIL

Of MEry or the Prace and STaTE qf'fb;
WickED.

x. ALTHOU’GH’ the wicked carry hell in
their confciences from the moment
of their death, and'are probably doomed to

® See Heb. xii. 32, &c.
7 1 Cor. xv, 4%, 42 MaRhi xxv. 14
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herd anvong the-devils, and to fhare in their
prefent punifhments; yet their rifing from.
their gravesin terror and deformity ; their
ranking themfelves on the left hand of the:
judge, and more efpecially their receiving
that awful fentence; ‘¢ Depart from me ye
¢¢ curfed into everlafting fire, prepared for
¢¢ the devil and his angels,”’ may be reck-.

~oned the beginning of their bel/, or eternal
sorments. ¥ .
2. Hell is both a place and a staze. The
place or locality of hell cannot be doubted.
after the refurre&ion, as the bodies of the
wicked muft needs be in.fome place. Be-
fides, the fcriptures reprefens it as ¢ a lake
¢ of fire and brimftene ; a fire prepared for
¢¢ the devil and his angels,”” and the like®
—and Dives is reprefented as lifting up his
eyés, being in torments; and an impassable
Fulph is faid to be fixed between him and
Lazarus. But whether the fouls of the
wicked are now, in their intermediate ftate,
confined.to any fuch place, is a queftion
pot cafy or necdful to be anfwered. Some
think, that they and the devils are fuffered
"to roam at large through the univerfe. Let
" # fuffice us to know, that wherever they
ave, it is hell with them. They are under
a painful fenfe of the divine difpleafure, and
have a dreadfnl -expeftation of the judg-
ment, and of greater midkrics yet to ceme.
- % Matde 2wy, gr, b6 - 0 '

e
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8. There have been many vain fpecula-
tions about the place and nature of hell’s
torments. Some have thought it abfurd to
fuppofe, that the pofitive torments of dam-
ned fpirits, of the devil and his angels,
fhould be excited by material fire. Butif
we confider, that it is our spirits which feel
the pain of burning through our bodies,
we fhall not think it incredible, that Gobp
fhould excite the fame idca of pain from fire
in pure spirits without the intervention of
bodies. However, fire may be only figu-
ratively ufed, to fignify the moft intenfe
pain and torments.  And as for the place of
the damned, it better becomes us to endea-
vor to fhun it, than curioufly to enquire
where or what it is. '

4. At the refurre@ion of the wicked,
their fouls being united to their bodies,
they fhall be judged; and that awful fen-
tence being paffed upon them, ¢ Depart
*‘ from me ye curfed,” &c. they fhall be
dragged away by devils, and with them,
fhut up in the prifon of hell ; thus fharing
in the punifhment of thofe with whom they
apoftatized.

5. It appears from fcripture, that the
mifery of the damned will be properly eter- "
nal, everlasting fire; a worm that dieth
not, and a fire that is not gueriched. It ap-
gars agreeable to reafon alfo, that crea-

res who have defpifed and rejected gz
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everlasting beaven of blessedness, fhould
have an everlasting bell of misery ; and
that thofe vwho have flighted the glorious
hope fet before them, fhould inherit end-
lefs defpair, which, indeed, upon the whole,
was their owpn choice and prqference

6. As to the szate of bell, or rather of
the damned, it arifes in a great mealure
from their own wicked and hellifh difpofi-
tions, which cannot admit of happinefs, but
are naturally produttive of mifery. A
wicked man is, and muft be a bell 10 him-
self. He is self-fitted, and prepared to this
destruction ; and he needs only to be out
of the body, and out of a capacity of tafting
Gop’s goodnefs to be in Ael/, and to be
equally a devi/. So thatrepentance of fin,
and holinefs, are in their own nature, ne-
ceflary to deliver men from hell, and to
quahfy them for happinefs.

. The chief ingredients in the miferies
of the damned, are, (1.) Their being banifh-
- ed from the prefence and enjoyment of
Gop, the fountain of happinefs :—(2.)
The fociety of devils and other damned
fpirits, who will be continually upbraiding
them, and exciting their hellifh paffions :
—(8.) A remembrance of the good things
of this life which they have loft, and a fenfe
of their defperate madnefs in reje&mg that
eternal bleffednefs which they might have
enjoyed, for the mereft trifles :—(4.} En..
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vy at the happmefs of the bleffed :—(5.) A
painful fenfe of Gop’s wrath, and the in-
fii@ton of pofitive torments from the pre-
fence of the Lord, and the glosy of his pow-
er ;—and finally, defpair of ever feeing an
end of their mifery—with, perhaps—a con-
tinual increafe and aggravation of it, from
their increafing wickednefs and guilt.

8. If any thing can awaken our fears,
furely it ought to be a dread of our falling
into this place of torment.#

ESSAY XXIV.

What, as CurisTiaNs, we ought to do
more than others, from Matth. v. 47.

TH Eothersmentionedhere, are publicans
and sinners, and imply all the wicked
and profane, and all bypocrites and formal,
mfincere profeflors of religion: And it is
plainly fuppofed, that the true and fincere
difciples of Chrift, who hope for falvation
through faith in him and obedience to his
gofpel, muft do much more, and go much
farther in the duties of religion and found
morality, than thefe. The following may
ferveasafew illuftrationsof this obfervation.
1. Others, even publicans and sinners,
may and do love thofe that love them : But
we muft love and wifh well to our enemies ;
pray for them and do them gaod.

# Luke xii. g, s. *
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2. Others may and do take fome care of
the decency of their outward behavior, thag
they may be acceptable before men: but we
muft watch over the moft hidden move-
ments, thoughts and defires of our hearts ;
—Ilabor to approve ourfelves to the eye of
Gobp, and to keep confciences, as well as
appearances, void of offence both towards
Gop and man.

3. Others will sometimes mind religion
when they have nothing elfe to do, either
for their worldly pleafure  or profit: But
we muft make religion the principal lead.-
ing bufinefs of our lives, to which all things
muft give way.

4. Others perform the duties of religion,
as a disagreeable task, either to ftand fair
in the opinion of men or to fatisfy the im-
portunate demands of confcience : But we
muft de/ight and rejoice in them, as our
moft fweet and pleafurable enjoyments,

5. Others are ever contriving bow liztle
they may do in religion, in order to {hun
hell : But we muft be ambitious to abound
in good works, that we may the more pleafe
and honor GoD, and enjoy a greater mea-
fure of his likenefs and favor.

6. Others, walking by fight and fenfe,
take up their reft and portion in the things
and enjoyments of this world; ever anxi-
oudly: enquiring who will {hew them any
earthly good ;—But, living-and walling by
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the faith of unfeen things, we muft make
Gop our only portion and inberitance, feek-
ing and delighting in the uplifting of his
countenance, and the manifeftation of his
reconciled favor.

7. Others are moft curious in knowing
and ftudying the characters and concerns of
their neighbors ; But we muft be moft di-
ligent in the ftudy and knewledge of our-
felves and of our own proper concerns.

8. Others are indulgent and favorable
to themfelves and their own failings, while
they are fevere and unmerciful obfervers
and cenfirers of the fins and failings of
their neighbors : But we muft be sevcre r0
ourselves, and charitable in our judgment

-of others, hoping all things and believing
all things in favor of our neighbor.
9. Others, even publicans and sinners,
may and do often attend the duties of pub-
lic religion ; But, we muft alfo be found
confcientious in the religion of the family
" and closet ; in the duties of privaze and
secret devotion.

~ 10. Others perform some duties, and
deny some sins : But we muft be governed
throughout by a principle of uniform obe-
dience ; hating every falfe way, and having
an equal refpet to all Gop’s command-
ments, as boly, jusz and good.

11, Others fquare their religion by the

#athjon and cuftorp of the placeswhere they
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live : But ours muft be unfashionably sin.
gular in this refpe&t, being wholly meafur-
ed by the law of Gop, which is the only
rule and model of our obedience.

12. Others are discouraged and dis.
heartened from duty by the reproaches and
perfecutions of the wicked : But we muft
learn to glory in the cross, and to rejoice ip
sufferings and persecutions for the fake of
Chrift.

13. Others will sin rather than suffer »
But we muft syffer rather than sin.

14. Others render evil for evil, and rail.
ing for railing: But if we would be the
true difciples of Chrift, we muft render
good for evil, after the moft amiable and
perfe€t example of -him, who, ¢ when he
¢¢ was reviled, reviled not again : when he -
¢t fuffered, threatened not; but committed
¢ himfelf tohim that judgethrighteoufly.” %

15. Others are indulgent to their favo-
rite sins and beloved lusts : But we muft
be particularly fevere againft .these, pluck-
ing out the right eye, and cutting off the
right band, .

16. Others love their flatterers : But we
mutft love our well defigning reprovers.

17. Others accept of Chrift as a Saviour
Jrom bell : But we muft alfo accept him as
a Saviour from sin; embracing him in all
his offices, as a king to rule us, anda pros

¢ 1 Pet.ii. 23, - - ’

8
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ket to teach us, as well as a priesz to offer
himfelf an atonement, and intercede for us.

18. Others are for a cheap and easy re-
ligion which cofts them little labor or felf-
denial : But we mutft choofe a felf-denying
religion ; a painful, diligent, laborioug
. courfe in the fervice of Gobp.’ :

ESSAY XXV,

Of HEavENLY-M1INDEDNESS,and the con-
trary VIcEs.

1. T.YEAVENLY-MINDEDNESS is a

very comprehenfive virtue, and es-
fentially neceffary to every Chriftian. It
confifts in the prevailing bent and tendency
of the mind and heart towards GoD, and
the things of GoDp and heaven; and is di-
reftly oppofed to worldly-mindedness,
earthly-mindedness, ¢ovetousness and sen-
suality. '

2. Heavenly-mindednefs neceflarily pre-
fuppofes regencration, conversion; a change
of mind and heart by renewing grace, or a
fan&tified nature in fome degree at leaft;
for every man, by nature, is eartbly, sen-
sual devilish, not having the Spirit of
GoD ;—f{eeing that that which is born of
the flefh is and must.be fleth ;—and feeing
that the narural and unrencwed mind, is

enmity against GOD.
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3. Heavenly-mindednefs will principal-
ly thew itfelfin the following inftances:

(1.) Ina fupréme regard to GoD abeve
the créature. The heavenly-minded man
loves GoD and the Saviour, although una
" feen, above all things in this world, by
means of that faith which is the evidence
of things not feen, and the fubftance of
things hoped for. No objeét of fight or
fenfe fo ftrongly moves the nobleft affec-
tions of his foul, or fo powerfully elicits
and draws forth his defires, as an invifible
GOD, and an exalted Redeemer, whom
having not feen, he loves, and in whom,
‘although now he fees them not, he yetre-
Jjoices with joy unfpeakable and full of glo-
ry.* Tell the heavenly-minded ‘man of
enjoying riches, power, pomp or honor ;—
recount to him the various gratifications
and pleafures of fenfe—of women, wine,
luxurious and delicate living ;—place his-
affeCtions to all thefe, and defires of enjoy-
ing them, over againft his love of an un-
feen coD and Saviour, and his defire of en-
joying them ;—put it to his choice, and he
will defpife the former, in comparifon.t

(2.) The heavenly-minded man fees and
enjoys GOD in his works and providences.
His mind is turned to a-contemplation of
GOD in his vaft and wonderful works. In

® 1 Pet i. 8:
t Pfal.iv. 6, 7.—-xlii, ¥,~4.—lixii. 1, 8ec.~1xxiit. 1ge
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thefe he has a deep and affe&ting convic-
tion of the power, wifdom and goodnefs of
him who made them all.. He taftes the
goodnefs of GOD in every enjoyment of
feufe; in every pleafure and refrefhment.
He eyes and enjoys GOD in every difpenfa-
tion of providence. He receives every
mercy as the gift of GoD, and a frefh obli-
gation to gratitude, love and praife; and
hears the voice of GoD in every affli€tion,
reproving, chaftening andcalling him home
from fin, or quickening him to the per-
* formance of fome long-neglected duty.

(3.) The heavenly-minded man, conver-
fes with, and enjoys GoOD, in his word and
ordinances.  He reads the fcriptures dili-
gently, with correfpondent holy affetions ;
with gratitude and fpiritual defire and ap- -
petite. He hears gop fpeaking to his foul
in them ; trembles at his word ; delights
in the purity of his laws, humbly fubmits
to their authority, and feeds pleafurably
upon his promifes and offers of mercy. He
frequents ordinances, with no other view
than to glorify and enjoy GOD in them. In
trayer, he really, humbly and delightfully
converfes with con. In praise, his foul
exalts and magnifies the Almighty. He
hears {fermons that he may the better know
GOD, and his duty, and love them; and
that he may, by this means, clcanfe his
booway, reform his life, and get ftrength for
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both. He prepares for facraments and at.
tends them, that he may actually renew
his covenant with GoD, and receive com-
fort and ftrength to keep it fleadfaftly : And
he has a pleafure and delight in thefe du-
ties, fuperior to any which he feels in the
enjoyment of this earth.*
(4.) The heavenly-minded man has a
turn for fpiritualizing all the common oc-
- currences and events of life. He is difpof-
. ed to give a ufeful and edifying turn to ey
ery topic of converfation; and to profit
even by the worft, or moft common things
that happen to himfelf, or to others around
him. Itwould be endlefs to illuftrate this
remark.
(5.) The heavenly-minded man, having
his converfation, his heart, his hopes, his
. treafure, and the objet of his deareft love,
and ftrongeft defire in heaven, muft needs
have a peculiar and uncommon delight in
thofe companions, and in that kind of con-
ference and difcourfe, which are employed
about fpiritual and heavenly things. Come.
panions and converfation of this kind, ex-
ally hit his tafte, as his mind is high and
heavenly bent. This is fojuft and obvious
a chara&er of heavenly mindednefs, that it
needsno farther confirmation or illuftration.
(6.) The heavenly-minded man may be

® Pfal. xx -if 4 3.—-3xiij. 1, s —~—Ixv 4,—:lxxxiv.
—ie 7)1 =t XiX z)a,-np—-—cnn. PR T
n A
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faid to live by the faith and hope of unfeen
and heavenly things. He confiders this
world but as a wildernefs through which
he is journeying towards his Father’s houfe,
and eternal inheritance. Hence, prefent
things affe€t him but litile, as prefent con-
veniences would a travelling wayfaring
man. He had rather have them than want
them ; but if he fuffers a little in his jour-
ney, he cares not much for it. His Father,
his Redecmer and almighty friend, and his
brethren and fifters in Chriftwhich haveleft
this world, are in heaven before him ; his
treafuse is there ; his reft, reward, crown,
and inheritance arethere.—His heart there-
fore muft be there alfo.—He is therefore
habitually, believingly, bopefully and joy-
JSully looking forward to his journey’s end.
And indeed, the more eagerly that the eye
of his faith and hope is fixed upon the hea-
venly prize, i.e. the more heavenly-minded
he is, the lefs will he regard or mind the
things that are around him, er the crofs
accidents that happen to him on his jour-
ney thither. Hence it follows, that he
walks by faith, not by sight ; looketh not
on the things that are. feen and temporal,
but at the things which are unfeen and
eternal ;—fetteth his affe€tion on things
above, and not on things below. His fears
and cares, hopes and defires, forrows and

[Jors, are chiefly of the spiritwal and beg-
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venly kind, and but liztle, seldom, and mo.
derately- moved about this world, and the
things of it, which pafs away. On the
contrary, carthly mindednefs, difcovers it-
felf by the following marks :—A loving
and prefering the creature above Gop : —
the body and its concerns above the foul
and its intereft ;—earth above heaven ;—
the objeéts and enjoymients of fight and
fenfe, above thofe of faith and hope. The
earthly-minded man, prefers money before
" grace ;—earthly honor above heavenly ;—
the favor of men before that of cop;—a
good living in this world, before the hopes
of heavenly bleflednefs. He islittle moved
by the works or providences of Gop; little
- affeted by bis word ;—little delighted with
bis ordinances or people ; has no pleafura.
ble relifh for holinefs itfelf, or the means
of attaining it : But performs thefe, if he
does perform them at all, in a customarty,
formal, carnal, lifeless manner, to ftop the
mouth of confcience ; to pleafe the world
and promote worldly ends; or to be feen’

* and praifed of men.

‘ESSAY XXVI .

GosPEL SINCERITY, o0r UPRIGHTNESS.

1. GOSPEL fincerity is exprefled by
two words ;—The first fignifies



176 KNOXs ESSAYS.

¢¢ g thing which will ftand the teft, if it is
¢ examined or judged of by the light of
¢ the {un, eilikrinia,” and is ufed by the
Apoftle,* when he commands the Corin.
thians to keep the feaft with the unleaven.
ed bread of fincerity and truth ; or it may
allude to the judgment pafled on grain
when it is winnowed, which will bear win.
nowing, and being feparated from the
chaff, looks the bettcr.—Sincerity is fome-
thing which will fland the teft.—The other
word is aplores which is commonly trans-
lated simplicity ; which fignifies, a 2bing
without folds, and intimates an open and
undisguised behavior, without deceit, guile,
or dissimulation.—Thus we are command-
ed to have our converfation in this world
instmplicity and godly sincerity ; not with
worldly or knavish and deceitful wifdom.t
And according to this fenfe of the word we
are commanded to Iyy afide a/l guile and
hypocrisy.t And the man is pronounced
bleffed in whofe {pirit there is 7o guile.
And Nathanael is pronounced an Ifraclite
indeed, in whom was no guile ;—that is, a
fain man, as Facob is called. **

2. Gofpel fincerity fuppofes a fingle aim
and intention of plealing GOD in the whole
* 2 Cor.v 8.
4 3 Cor. i 124

1 Pot i .
*

Pl xxxii 3.
Jehai. 47. Gen, nxv. 27,

X
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of our courfe. And although this intention
may not be altually alive in our hearts, as
the moving and producing caufe of every
fingle ation ; yet if we are sincere, it muft
be our babitual, prevailing intention ; and
wherever we have time to doub: or delibe-
rate about the nature of any aftion, this
muft be our actual intention Init ; and that
nothing contrary to this intention prevails
with us. This is included in thefe general
precepts of chriftianity—¢¢ Whether ye eat
¢ or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the
¢¢ glory of Gop.—Whatever we do, we do
¢’1t unto the Lord, and not unto men.—
4¢ Servants be obedient to your mafters
¥ with fear and trembling, in finglenefs of
¢¢ your heart, as unto Chrift; not with eye
¢¢ fervice, as men-pleafers, but, as the fer-.
. % vants of Chrift; doing the will of coD
- ¢ from the heart; with goad will doing
¢ fervice, as to the Lord, and not to men,
¢ knowing,” &c.* Thefame is alfo meant
by a single eye, and the contrary, namely,
insincerily by the double minded man, who
is unstable in all bis ways.

3. Gofpel fincerity, fuppofes an impar.’
tial enquiry into.our duty, what it is;—a
hearty defire and endeavor to know, in eve.
ry inftance, what is the good and accepra-~
ble and boly will of the Lord, and how we
may so walk as to please cop.t The up.

* Eoh. vi. §,—9. Col. iii. 22,—2}.
4 1 Thes, iv. 1
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right' man is anxiotis to know his mafter’s
will in every particular cafe, and is ever
ready to fay,. ¢ Lord, what wilt thou have
““me to do? And what I know not, teach
¢¢ thou me.”—He defires to have no bias,
prejudice, or prepossession againft the will
of GoD, how crofs foever it may be to his
own will or former notions or prejudices.
He defires to be excufed from:no part of
his duty, how difficult or fclf-denying foe-
ver.—And as this is the sincerity of his
disposition ; {o he gives all diligence, by
prayer, enquiry, reading, and a clofe atten-
dance upon ordinances, to know the whole
of his Mafter’s good pleafurc, that he may
prepare himfelf to do according to it. But
infincere men, are carelefs about the know-
“ledge of their Mafter’s will ; becaufe they
re prejudiced againft the performance of
it, and bold the truth in unrighteousness.
Nathanael’s conduct affords a fine illuftra-
tion of this branch of fincerity; and our
Saviour feems to fix the nobleft charaéter
he gives him, on his impartial enquiry after
truth. * '
4. Gofpel fincerity runs through the
whole of a man’s religious charaéter and
condu&, and fuppofes an entire and univer- °
fal application to the pratice of duty, fo
far as we know it, without any ftated, al-
lowed referves to the contrary. The fin.

"_ ® Joha iij.



KNOX’s ESSAYS. 179

cere man, as his governing aim is to. pleafe
and ferve GoD, fo he will be as careful of
the exercife of every grace and virtue, in
the frame and temper of the heart, as in the
outward actions of the life.—He ‘will be as
careful and watchful over his private con-
duét, as his public ;~—as forry for his secrez
fins, and the follies of his beart, as*for his
outward offences ;—as devout and conftant
in the religion of the family and closet, as
in that of the ¢hurch ;—as conicientious in
fhunnjng one fin as another, and in per-
forming one duty as another. And indeed,
there cannot be a more c/ear and decisive
trigl of our fincerity than this; pamely, .-
to examine and obferve how we ftand af-
fe€ted to thofe parts of morality and religi-
on, to- which none but GoD and our
own consciences are privy. If we perform
. thefe as carefully and circumfpeétly, as we
do the moft outward and vifible duties,
which are feen and praifed of men, then
. may we conclude on juft grounds, that we
have truthin the heart, and fincerity in the
inward parts. . '
" 5. Sincerity fuppofes a conformity and
agreement betweenthe fentimentsof aman’s
" heart and his words and a€tions. A fincere -
man will not fay that he believes a doétrine
.which he really does not believe, to pleafe,
qr gain the good opinion of any man. He
will not fpeak of exercifes, feclings, or ex-
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perience which he never had, in order to
obtain any privilege :—He will not profefs
a forrow for fin which he feels not, nor re.
folution of repentance and amendment
which he never truly and folemnly made.
The fincere man, either fpeaks not at all,
in matters of religion, or elfe fpeaks fineere.
ly what he thinks. He cantetb not, he dis.
semblethnot, he lieth not either for, or ts, |
or concerning GOD, or the things of his
foul.—St. Perer was flagrantly guilty of
this kind of imsincerity,* and fo are all |
hypocrites. -
6. The fame thing will fincerity produce
in all our conduét rowards men. A fin- .
cere man will fcorn to ufe rrick, artifice
and dissimulation, to gain his ends with
his fellow.creatures; he will not pretend |
friendfhip or kindnefs where he has none;
nor make promifes which he intends not to
perform ; nor a&t an unfriendly part be-
hind men’s backs, after profeflions of re.
fpeét and regard to their faces ;—much lefs-
will he ftoop to the bafenefs of making pre-
tences of friendfhip, on purpofe to impofe
on men, or ufe fly infinuations to draw
things from them in the freedom of dif-
courfe, with the murderous defign of di-
vulging thefe very thingsafterwards to their
difadvantage. This is the wicked cunning
and craftinefs of the old ferpent, and not
® Gal. ii. 11,—14
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the openness and sincerity of a chriftian’
indeed, in whom there thould be no guile.
7. We are obliged to this temper and
condut by numberlefs confiderations: (1.)
It is exprefsly required by the precepts of
our religion.* (2.) We cannot expe&
acceptance with Gob, inany duty, without
fincerity, Jam. ii. 10. Matth, xxiv. 51.
JPhil. i. 10. {3.) We canrot have peace
of mind, or ftand acquittéd at the bar of our
oewn confciences, if awe are infincere in re-
ligion, 1 John jii. 19,—21. 2 Cor. i. 12.
Gal. vi. 4. (4. To be fincere in religion,
would {fave the profeflors of it abundance of
trouble which hypocrify occafions them.
The eafieft and fureft way of {feeming tobe
religious, is to be fo in reality ; and it is
the moft dificultand difagreeable tafk in the
world to be ever avearing a mafk and falfe
difguife. {5.) Infincerity is the very image
of the devil, that subtile, malicious, decess-
JSul, guileful old ferpent, who transformeth *
himfelf into an angel of light. :
8. It is greatly to be lamented, that this »
noble virtue, which indeed is one of the
moft diftinguifhing badges of true chrifli-
anity, thould yet be {o little regarded, and
fo fhamefully violated among profefling
chriftians, that under the warmeflprofefions -
. of friendfhip, and the molt folemp obliga- -
tions to it, there fhould be fo little befides
® Jofh, xxiv.s4. Johnvi. a4, Rom. 3. 8. Heb. 8. 2"
R
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grick and areifice, deceit and dissimulation,
double-dealing, and undermining prattifed
among chriftian brethren. A clear, but
melancholy proof this, that we have only
anameto live, while we are in the gall of
bitternefs and bond of iniquity, and doing
“the warks of our father the dewil.

ESSAY XXVIL

CxRrISTIAN ZEAL, and i1s OprosITES and
COUNTERFEITS.

L ZEAL feemsproperlyto fignify,a beat,

Servour and imperuosity of mind and
action ; and is either good or bad, either a
@irtue or a vice, either religious,or common
and profane, according to its objeéls, and
the proportion it bears to their impor.
tance.

" 2. Even religious zeal is not {o mucha
chriftian grace or virtue, as a qualification
which fhould attend the exercife of every
chriftian grace and virtue.

- 8. 'The {criptures give as many inftances
of a dad zeal as of a good one ; we cannot
therefore be too cautious about what ob-.
je&s our zeal is employed, and in what de-
gree, left, while we imagine we are pleafing:
and henoring Gon, we may in fa& be difs
honoring an oﬂ’cnding him, and increaﬁng-

lm own guilt, g
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- #. As chriftian zeal is, however, a very
important and indifpenfible duty, and as we
are exprefsly commanded to e zealous,®
it may be right to enquire into the proper.
tics of a true chriftian.zeal ; to confider its
fpecious and impofing counterfeits, to fpeak
of the obligations we are under-to be zeal-
ous, and of that temper which is 'comm:lx
to it; and by doing this we fhall exhauw
the fubjedt. : : :

- {1.) Even a religious zeal, is no farther
‘good and commendable, than when it is on
the fide of truth and virtue. The cause
therefore muft be good about which our
zeal is concerned, or it will have the moft
mifchievous confequences. To be zealous,
that is, to have a ftrong and ardent concern,
for falfehood, and againft truth ; or for vice
and againft virtue, and to a& vigoreufly in
confequence of this zeal, is to do the very
greateft mifchief, in our power, and to aét
the devil, as much as our capacities and in-
fluence will admit. Such was the zeal of
the Jews againft Chrift, his apoftles, and the
primitive chriftians. Such, particularly,
was the zeal of Saul, afterwards Paul,
when he madly, and with uncommon ardor
and a&ivity, perfecuted the church.of
Chrift.t  The caution therefore of this

® Rev. iii. 19, _
+ A&&sv. 17, 18.——=xiii. 45,——2xvii. 3. Rom. x. 2.
Gal.i. 1¢. Pail. iii. 6.



188 KNOXsESSAYS.

fame apoflle, is extremely appofite and ne.
ceflary ; ¢ Itis good to be always zealoufly
s affected in a good thing.”’¥

. (2.) Ignorance of truth and duty, where
there is a pofhbility and opportunity of com-
ing to the knowledge of them, will not ex-
cufe in this matter, otherwife it would have
excufed St. Paul and moft of the ' Fews in
their mifguided and mifchievous zeal.
Therefore, our zeal, cfpecially our religious
zeal, fhould always be preceded by a care-*
ful, ferious enquiry into the truth, and ac-
companied with knowledge. The reafon
of this is plain ; for, of all zeal, religious
zcal where it is blind and mifguided is the
moft furious and mifchievous. It is in-
creafed by the importance of its objeét;
and when it is blind and mifguided, it rages
againft the caufe and glory of Gop, and the
higheft concerns of men, which are truth
and rightecoufnefs. We may fee its dread-
ful effe&@s in the primitive Fewisd and bea-
then perfecutions, and in the feas of Pro-
teftant blood fpilt by the church of Rome.
If the Fews had known Chrift, they would
not have crucified the Lord of glory; yet
fince they might have known him, their ig-
norance was no excufe for their zcal againft
him. It was their {in, that their zeal of
GoD was not according to knowledge.f

* Gal, iv. 18,
7+ Rom. x. 3.
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What things Saint Pau/ did againft Chrift,

were ignorantly through unbelicf ; yea, he
verily thought that he ought to have done
them; yet was he not thereby juftified in
doing them. ¥
(3-) Right and good zeal, muft be pro.
portioned to the value and importance of the
objeéts about which it is employed. . As
there is diverfity in the importance even of
thefe things which are of divine duty and
obligation, fo we fhould be moft zealous
about the moft important things and duties
of religion, and proportionably lefs zealous,
about thofe things and duties which are of
lefs importance. It is the way of hypocrites
to be mighty zealous about trifies; about
fmall matters, and ceremonial obfervances,
while they are very lukewarm and indiffer-
ent, about the greater duties of piery and
morality. They tithe mint, anise and cum-
min ; while they negle&t the weightier
matters of the law, mercy, judgment and
righteousness.¥ How prepofterous and
abfurd is it to fee a man break charity with
his Chriftian brother, for the neglett of
moades, ceremonies, and human inventions,
while he would carefs him, thoughadrunk-
ard, an adulterer, or a profane fwearer, if
ke oblerved thefe ? Reafon will- teach us,
that duties of the higheft importanee, fhould
® 1 Tim. i. 13.—15.
+ Mattb, xxiike 33, 84, :
22 ~
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be the moft ardently caréd for, and the
moft diligently performed. Wé would deem
him a fool, who would be more concerned
about the fecurity and welfare of his finger
or toe, than of his heart or brain. Every
thing appertaining to true religion merits
our regard and obfervance; but the vitals
of religion merit our warmef zeal. “Gon
% loveth mercy more than facrifiee, and
¢ righteoufnefs mere than all burnt offer-
L U in 2

(4.) True zeal always takes its rife in
the beart, and is founded on a righs temper
and right affections there. It is tesmed
Jervency of spirit.* Chriflian zeal is the
fprightly vigor, and firenuéus aftivity of
every holy affe€lion and difpofition ; and
thefe fprings fet the ative powers of the
foul and body to work in the caufe of Gop
and goodnefs.— And here we may take no-
tice of the opposites and counterfeits of true
zeal, in this view of it ;—fuch as, frss, 2
Laodieean, careless, iundolent, lukewarm
temper of mind: The perfon is neither
hot nor cold ;—he will not wholly throw
up a profeflion of religion; yet is he too
indolent and unconcerned to aétup to it
with becoming earneftnefs and interdénefs,
fpirit-and refolution. He, as it were, balrs
detween iwo opinions ; his mindis in a
Rate of torpid equilibrium, without heat

“ Rom. xii, 18,
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enough toe efpoufe its interefts and perform
its duties, or coldnefs enough to abandon
itand giveit up. This is the fad cafe of
millions in the chriftian church.* Second-
Zy, there is a feeming counterfeit zeal for
religion,where there is no warmth,of affec-
tion, a blustering, noisy, profeflion, fpend-
ing itfelfeither in religious difcourfe or con.-
troverfy, or in uncharitable and cenforious
judgings and railings againft the charafters
and profeflions of others, where there is
. Teally no true regard to religion at heart.
This feems to have been the zeal or (hypo-
crify) of the scrides and pbarisees; and is
well defcribed by the prophet.t+ Or, third-
1y, itis a dreadful counterfeit of true chril-
tian zeal, when men makea great thew and
fir in religion, merely to deceive others,
and to obtain wicked or secular ends, as
was the cafe with Febu, when he faid;
4¢ Come fee my zeal for the Lord.”}

(5.) True chriftian Zeal always begins at
home ; it firft cafls the beam out of our own
_-eye; its indignation rifes higheft at our own
faults ; it is svigoroufly concerned for our
own reformation, correélion, improvement -
in knowledge and grace; perfeétion and
final fecurity and happinefs. It is-abfurd
40 imagine that 2 man ean have any ri
and true hatred of fin in others, while

* Rev. ifi. 149,—19. - .

; :!z‘ell;.s::.xn;z..y. Psal. $xxviii. g6, 37. Ifa. xxix, 33.
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has norie againft it in himfelf; or that«
man fhould be anxioufly concerned for an-
other man’s reformation, falvation and hap-
pinefs, while he has no regard to his own.

(6.) True chriftian zeal is ever properly
employed about others in the second place.
Chriftians are zealous of good works, both
in themfelves and others.®* We have in-
flances of this kind, A&s xvii. 16. Rev.
M. 2. Charity fhould quicken our zzal
both against the sins and for the bappiness
of others. David was grieved, and fhed .
tears, when he beheld tranfgreflors.— Lot
was vexed by the filthy converfation of the
wicked. Chrift caft the money changers
eut of the court of the temple, and in this
was fulfilled in him that feripture, ¢ The
zeal of thy houfe hath eaten me up.”
Paul’s fpirit was moved, at the fight of
Atbenianidolatry. True zeal will engage
us to reprove the {ins of others, in a proper
place, time and manner.+ True zeal agamft
fin, will make us fhun finful companions,
Pfal. cii. 4.—It will alfo engage us to do
all the good for the fouls of others that we
ean, Eccles. ix. 10.

¢7.) That we may fhun irregularities in
the exercifes of our zeal towards others, we
fhould obferve the following cautions : ¥.
Let us take heed of a cenforious, unchari.

® Tit. ii. 314.
4 Ephes. v, 57, Tit. 1s 10,13, 2 Tim. i%. 2.
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table fpirit in our reproofsof others.—This
is-a zeal unchristian .and without know-
ledge, and is never likely to do any good.
2. Let us beware of passion and wrath in
our zeal to reclaim and reform tranfgreflors.
Love to theperfon of the offender,and meek-
nefs fhould accompany our moft zealpus
endeavors to reform him : For, in this cafe,
as in others, the wrath of man worketh not -
the rightecousness of Goo. 8. The inftru-
ments of chriftian zeal, are seriprure, rea-
son and persuasion. It is a wicked, anti-
chriftian, unwarrantable zeal, to deftroy
men’s bodies, or rob them of their interefts,
for the good of their fouls. This is the
zeal of Popith inquifitors. - 4. Our zeal
fhould be tempered with prudence. The
zeal of a private chriftian cannot, with pru-
dence, be carried fo far in the reformation
of abufes, as that of a magistrate or public
minister of religion. Altho’ every chrifti-
an fhould be zealous for the propagation of
truth and goodnefs, yet the meafure of his
zeal Thould correfpond with his flation.—
Befides, the exertions of our zeal againft
{in fhould be regulated, by the charaéler
of offenders, and the nature of their'offen-
ces. Public, bold and shameless offenders
are to be rebuked sharply.* Of fome
bave compaffion, making a difference :
And others - fave with fear, pulling them

& Tit, i.
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out of the fire.t 5. Right zeal is exerted
againft all fin, both in ourfelves and others.
(8.) True chriftian zeal is enforced upon
us by many reafons and obligations: 1. The
dmportance of religion deferves our zeal.—
2. The diffculties that attend the right
difcharge of our chriftian duty require zeal,
and render it neceffary.—3. We can have
mo evidence of our own fincerity, without
becoming fervor and earneftnefs in the du-
tics of religion; for, confidering the un-
fpeakable importance of religion, if we are
sruly concerned about it at all, it muft be
zealously.—4. We fhall never do much
good to the fouls of others, or much honor
to our common.chriftianity, without a pro-
per degree of chriftian zeal.—5. ‘We have
the examples of the propbets, and of Christ
and his agposiles, and of all eminently good
men, to countenance and encourage us in
a zcalous adhercnce to religion, and in the
2ealous praftice of the duties of it.

ESSAY XXVIIL
Parrenct and the ConTrary Vicxs.

1. DATIENCE is rwofold. It either,
(1.) refpeéts the evil of life which
we are attually feeling ; or, (2.) fome fu-

t Jude 23, 93.
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ture good, which we have reafon to expe&,
but which we do not as yet enjoy. The
firft is exprefled in {cripture by the word
upomone, which fignifies anenduring of af-
Sictions with constancy. The fecond by
the word ‘makrothumia, alength of mind,
which fignifies a patient waiting for a pro-
mised good, and is oppofed to bastiness of
spirit.* . : '

2. Patience does not confift in insensibi-
lity, nor fuppofe it. It fuppofes that we
Jeel the whole weight of our troubles and
afli€tions, but bear them with a chriftian
{pirit and temper ; and implies the follow- -
‘ing things.: ' :

3. That we have the command and pof-
{eflion of our own fouls and are not rifled or
"difcompofed, by the crofs. or painful acci.
dents of life; but that we are fo much our
own man as to fee, and fteadily to perfue
and perform the duties which become us as
men, and christians.

4. Patiece will prevent us from making
hafty judgments either concerning Gonp or:
man ; either againft ourfelves or others.
Impatience makes men fresful and difcon-
tented, and hurries them on in the heat of
their fpirits, to rath and wicked judgments

-both of Gop and man ; *I faid, in my hafte,
allmen are liars,’ and fo Pfal, Ixxvii. 7;—10.

® Heb, vi. 13, Jaracs v, 10, Rom. ii, ‘l"."f—.,iO 33e.- ‘
Ge3. viybe :

L4
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Patience will make us. confider, that we
may be miftaken both with regard to the
designs and intensions of Goo and man,
and with regard to the justice and propriety
of our afiétions, and will fave us from
many rafh, wicked and uncharitable
thoughts, both of Gop and our neighbor.

5. Patience, will preferve us from ufing
unlawful methods both of delivering our-
felves from prefent aflictions and obtaining
the things we defire,—if we are endued
with chriftian patience we will rather syffer
than sin : We will rather continue poor
and miferable, than better our ftate by for-
bidden and unlawful means : 'We will wait
Gop’s time and will, in the way of duty
and honeft endecavors; being aflured, that
Gob will deliver us from trouble, and per-
form his promife to us in the very beft and
fitteft time and manner, if we do indeed
wait upon him and truft in him.

6. Chriftian patience will engage us to
perfevere in the way of duty, in the midf
of all difcouragement and oppofition ; be-
caufe, it proceeds upon a fuppofition and
firm unfhaken belief, ¢ That whatever be-
“fals us, is beft and fitteft for us upon the
¢ whole; that whatever we fuffer, we not
¢ only fuffer defervedly, but it is proper and
¢ needful that we thould fo fuffer, and that
‘¢ whatever Gop hath promifed, thall furely

l £ be performed in the fitteft and propereft
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¢t time.” In a word, it proceeds upon a
firm, conviétive and praétical belief of the
truth, wif{dom, goodnéfs and power of GoOD,
and of the perfect equity, wifdom and good.
nefs of all his providential dealings with his
creatures, and that if we do but our part,
GoOD never can nor will fail in his. Nay,
that even his delays in delivering - us from
affli¢tion, or conferring upon us his promif-
ed bleflings, are juft and right, merciful
and gracious.* : -

7. This grace is perfeltly reafonable,
and fit and becoming to be exercifed by
fuch creatures as we are, as will appear by

- the following reafons.

8. Impatience under afflitions, or in the
delay of expeéted good, can be of no man-
ner of fervice to us, but muft do us a great
deal of hurt. Our fretting and murmuring
under affli¢tions, difcompofe us, and make
their weight double. 1t fhews a rebellious
temper, and renders us unworthy of the
relief which we defire ; while, at the fame
time, it cannot procure us any relief, but
muft needs make our cafe worfe.

- 9. We deferve no good thing at the hgnd
of Gop, but all evil, even. eternal misery ;
and therefore, if we zbink right, a living
man has no right to complain, for the
punifhment of his fins; but. it is his
cvident duty to bear the indignation of the

® Jeb vij. 9. Heb. xii. 1, &e. )

9
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Lord, becaufe he hath finned againft his.
If we had our deferts, we would be in hell;
therefore, we fhould bear patiently every
afliCtion, which is fhert of this.

10. Even where Gop hath made promi.
fes to deliver his people from afflitions, or
to beftow upon them mercies, he hath not
erdinarily imited himfelf to any particular
time: but juftly expeéts that we fhould
refer the rime and manner wholly to his
own infinite juftice, wifdom and goodnefs,
and wait upon him believingly, confidently
and refignedly for the event. '-

11. Gop’s mercies and deliverances are
fo full, complete and satisfying in them.
felves; and the very {malleft of them is fo
great an honor, when conferred by fo great
a Being, upon fuch worthlefs, undeferving
and hell-deferving creatures as we are, that
it becomes us to wait patiently for them, in
the moft diligent and felf-denying means,
all the days of our lives. hat are we
that we (hould set @ time to the great GoD,
and be fretful, peevifh and impatient, if he
does not hear our cries and gratify our de«
fires, in fending us bleflings and deliveran-
ces, which we have not the leaft claim to
of right, and which we have whbolly for-

feited by our fins and provacations ?
" 12. In a word, if we would confult our
duty to GoD, and our own higheft intereft
and happinefs, it behoves us to lez parignce
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bave its . perfect work, under every trial
and aﬂ{i&ion-. :

ESSAY XXIX.
" MEEexNEss and the opposite Vices.

1. THE‘ fcriptures téach us to confider
' mcekness, as referring, in its exer-
cifes, both to cop and man.

2. Meeknefs, as it is a right temper
towards GoD, refpefts either his word or
. his providences. ‘

3. As it refpeéts his word orhis reveal.
ed will, it - confifts in a humble, teachable
fubmilfion to the. authority -of his word;
that the foul bows to it:and acquiefces in
It, and facrifices all its prejudices, carnal
reasonings and preconceived opinions to its
diftates. - It implies the temper of young
Samael, ¢ Speak, Lord, for thy fervant
¢¢ heareth.”” Or, that of Cornelius’s houfe-
hold, ¢ Behold, we are all here prefent be-
¢t fore cOD, to hear what is commanded us
¢« of cop.”’ Thus we are commanded, z0
receive with meekness (with the eager, fub.-
miffive, obedient temper of humble difci-
ples, and with all readinefs of mind) ¢%e in-
grafted word, which is able to save our
souls.* Thus Chrift was anointed to preach

# James i. at.
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good tidings to the meek : And Gop dwells
with them who are of a humble heart, and
who tremble at his word ; and guides the
meek in judgment.t

4. Meeknefs towards cop, implies an
bumble, complacential submission to his
providential will, in its severest and most
afflictive dispensations. And this is fub-
miffion or refignation to the will of Gcob,
in oppofition to a fretful, murmuring, im.
_ patient {pirit againft his providence. The
man who is thus meek towards GoD, is
dumb and openeth not his mouth ; and is
ftill, and fubmits quietly to the rod; and
humbles himfelf under the mighty hand of
GoD, and accepts the punifhment of his
iniquities, and fays with Ely, ¢ It is the
*“ Lord, let him do what fcemeth him
13 good”’

5. Meeknefs, as it is a right temper of
mind and fpirit towards our neighbor, con-
filts in a fweet and caly, courtcous and
obliging, peaceable and compoled temper
and behavior, and is oppofed to a boifte.

rous, unruly, morofe, revengeful, and more
" efpecially to a furly and angry temper and
conduét towards others.

6. The meek perfon is calm under pro-
vocations, and, having acommand over his
own fpirit, is not hurricd on to’ curfing,
railing, reproachful language, or to hafty

1 Psal. xxv. g. lIsa. \xi. 1.
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refentment and revenge, which always
drives people of furious, ungoverned paffi-
ons, to finful, and often to very unjuft and
injurious extremes. The meek man will
never be angry without a caufe, or above
meafure ; will never take an affront where
none is meant, nor refent a real affront
above what it deferves. He is flow to
" wrath ; not eafily provoked; thinketh no
evil; fpcaketh not unadvifedly with his
1lips ; rencereth not railing for railing ; but,
by foft and reafonable anfwers, turneth
away wrath, and overcometh evil with
good. Anger refteth in the bofom of fools 2
But it is not fo with the ‘meck man; he
Tetteth not the fun go down on his wrath.
If his brother fia againft him seventy-seven
times in a day, aod fay, I repent, he forgiv-
eth him, and eafily maketh up any breach,
upon proper acknowledgment and fubmif-
fion. Peace is his element, and wrath the
averfion of his nature.

7. Meeknefs difcovers itfelf, in a great
‘cautioufnefs of giving offence to others.
“Proud, angry, wrathful and turbulent men,
are not cautious of this : They are perpet-
wally giving offence, and feem to delight
and glory init, as a fign of courage., But
the gofpel teacheth us to fpeak evil, (unne-
‘seflarily) ol no man; not to be brawlers,
dut gentle, kind, tender-hearted, thus thew-
S 52
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ing all meeknefs to all men.®* The meek
man is ever a civil, affable, courteous man;
and a good heart teaches him that which is
the grand precept in politeness and true
Zood breeding ; namely, to give no offence
or uneafinefs to any in company; but to
endeavor to give pleafure and fatisfaétion to
all, o far as that may be done with a good
confcience.

8. Meeknefs will fhew itfelf in a modeft
and becoming deportment in every differ-
ent rank, ftation and relation of life. It
will make servants, children, and all infe-
riors contented and pleafed with their low
and inferior ftations; the poor with their
poverty, and the affli€ted with their afflic-
tions. And it will make fuperiors humble
in their exalted ftations, affable, and cour-
teous, juft and merciful, mild and gentle to
thofe that are under them, in inferior fates.

9. Above all, a meck temper will fhew
itfelf in things that relate to religion. Sure.
ly the wrath of man worketh not the righte-
oufnefs of Gop. We are to contend in-
deed earneflly for the faith once delivered
to the faints, and not to deny or diffemble
what we take to be the truth of the gofpel,
even at the rifque of life itfelf : But to man.
age religious difputes and controverfies
with angry contention ahd a perfecuting
fpirit, is to defend and maintain truth in a

» Tit. iil, 3¢
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manner quite oppefite to the-temper and

. 1pirit of the gofpel, and which is never like
to make profelytes. Itis to offer a_holy
facrifice with unhallowed fire,—and, like
Uzzah, to pollute the ark of oD, by a
wrong touch : Therefore, we are comman-
ded, * In meeknefs to inftruét thofe who
¢« oppofe themfelves.* To be ready to
¢ give an anfwer to every man that afketh
"¢t us a reafon of the hope that is in us, with
* meeknefs and fear.”t+ And even gffend-
ing brethren are to be treated, and if poffi-
‘ble recovered from the fnares of the dewil, -
¢ In the {pirit of meecknefs.f Nay, the
¢ wifdom that is from above, is firft pure,
¢t then peaccable, (or meek) full of mercy
““and good works ;”—and a wife and
knowing man in religion, is to rule his
tongue and angry paffions, and to thew, out
of a good converfation, his works; with
meckness of wisdom.| Indeed, the very
genius of the gofpel is meekness.—1It is the
miniftry of reconciliation with coD and
man,—It proclaims peace upon earth, as
well as good will towards men.

10. We cannot be chriftians without this
temper ; without all Jowliness and meek-
ness ¢ For, this is the very temper and

_fpirit of Chrift, and he has commanded us
* 3 Tim. ii. a5. '
1 Per. iii. 33
Gal. vi. L.
,i Jam. iji. 13, &e.
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to take his yoke upon us and learn of him;
for, fays he, ‘‘Iam meck and low of heart.”
And this zemper he eminently exprefled
through the whole of his own life.

11. Mecknefs is one of the fruits of the
regenerating, fanQifying fpirit, without
which we are Ture, none will enter into the
kingdom of hcaven. Indeed, the moft of
thele fruits, as enumcrated by Sty Paul,
arc branches of meceknefs. ¢ Mecknefs,
¢ love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentle-
¢ nefs, goodnefs ;’—and the greateft num-
ber of the works of the flefh, are direétly
the oppofites of meeknefs ; fuch as, ¢ ha.
¢ tred, variance, emulations, wrath, ftrife
¢ and envyings.” -

12. Meceknefs isa grace exceedingly or-
namental to the chriftian character. We
are commanded to be clothed with humility
{which is a fifter grace to meeknefs) ¢¢ and
““ to put on the ornament of a meek and
¢¢ quiet {pirit, which is in the fight of cob,
«¢ of great price.”’* It is faid alfo, ** that
«¢ he who 1s flow to anger is better than the
“mighty; and bhe that ruleth his fpirit,
¢¢ than he that taketh a city.”+ The meek
alfo are pronounced blessed, by our Saviour,
and have a promife that they fhall inberit
the.carth.}

# 1 Pet. iii. 4o
4 Prov. xvi. 3a.
# Math, v 5.
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“18. Thig mieck'man has the only chance
of going easily,gulerly atid happily through
the world. Nothing that happens will
- much rifle or difturb him, and his temper
will render ‘him beloved and admlred by
all. '

14. Let us not miftake an easy, indolent,
insensible, cowardly natural temper for
christian meekness. Itis a grace of GOD’s
holy Spirit ; and the true chriftian is meek,
not for want of true courage and fenfibility
of injuries received, but in obedience to
the laws' of GoD, and in conformity to the
doétrines and-example of his Saviour.

15. If we would obtain this grice we
muft pray and ftrive to obtain it with a/l
diligence and much self-denial : For, it is
dire€tly againft the grain of our corrupt and
finful nature, and the prevailing maxims of
the world. Indeed, no man will ever be
endued with true chriftian meeknefs, till
he has been renewed by the holy Spirit,
and has learned of Chrift to be meek and
lowly of heart.

ESSAY XXX.
Cuarrry, and the opposite Vic ES.

1. ¢ YHARITY is but another word for
4 Jove ; and when it is ufed as a term
in divinity, in its largeft and moft extenfive
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fenfe, it fignifies the whole of our duty to
Gon and man, both in its principle and
proper fruits and effe€ts. In a word, cha-
- rity is the fulfilling of the whole law, and
includes thetwo great commandments laid
down by our Saviour as the fum and fub-
ftance of the lay and the prophets. ¢ Thou
¢¢ {halt love the Lord thy Gop with all thy
¢ heart, with all thy foul, &c. and thy
¢ neighbor as thy fcIf.””  Charity, there-
fore, in this largeft fenfe, implies a right
temper of mind, both to Gop and our
neighbor, and all its genuine fruits and ef-
fets, and therefore, 1s the whole . of true
religion and morality. e

2. This grace or virtue, ag it. refpeéls
GOD, (1.) prefuppofes a right knowledge
of coD; that we know him, or have wor-
thy and juft conceptions of him in his ado-
rable and amiable perfeftions (for there is
not a more certain maxim, than that we
can have no love for an unknown objeét;)
and this knowledge, though it may be ob-
tained in part, and in fome degree, from his
works and providences, yet it is moft per-
. fe&tly obtained from his revealed word, il-
luftrated and fet home upon the foul by the
influences of his Spirit. (2.) It implies
that we love him supremely, and above all
other beings ; for 1f we do not love him
thus, we do not love him as GOD; or the
affeClion does not correfpond with the ob-
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jeGofit. (3.) It implies that we are cheer-
fully and cordially eevoted to his fervice
and obedience : ¢ For this is the love ofe
‘“ GOD, that we keep his commandments.”

3. The vices oppofite to. this branch of
charity—are, (1.) A wilful and carelefs ig-
norance of GOD ; a negle€ting: the means
of knowing him and acquainting ourfelves
with him, without which it is impoffible we
fhould love him as we ought. (2.) An
exceflive se/f-/ove, or love of any creature,
or creature enjoyment,’ by which the fu-
preme love and affeftion of the foul is flo-
len away from GOD, and placed on the crea-
ture ; which is spiritual idolatry. (3.)
All fin and vice is a violation of this branch
of charity ; but more efpecially thofe fins,
which ftrike moft direftly at the glory of
GOD, {uch as blasphemy, profaneswearing,
atheistical thoughts and {peeches, {peak-
ing irreverently and {flighting of GoD, his
works, word, ordinances, laws, and people.
Indeed, the natural mind is enmity againft
GOD, and none but fuch as are born of
him, can truly love him.

4. The fecond grand branch of charity,
and as effential as the former, is Jove to onr
neighbor. And this may be divided into
two branches, bumanity and chriftian chq-

‘rity.

5. Every man, in feripture account, is

oyr neighbor, be of what nation, or rchgwn
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he will, and we owe Jove or charity to ev-
ery man as fuch; as our fellow creatures;

_a partaker with us in the fame common na-
turc; as fprung from the fame original
flock, a creature of the fame GOD, an inha-
bitant with us of the fame world ; fubjet
to the fame feclings, paffions, appetites,
wants, neceflities, miféries with ourfelves,
and bound with us to the fame eternal
world. From which relations naturally
flow the duties of juftice, fympathy, mercy,
compaflion, all fpringing from the root of
charity or love to our neighbor. Hence
we are to owe no man any thing but love ;
and this love is the fulfilling of the whole
law, as far as it refpels our neighbor ; be-
caufe it will naturally and powerfully dif-
pofc us to treat our neighbor in all refpects
as we ought, wherever it truly takes place,
and prevails in the heart.

6. Contrary to this branch of charity or
bumanity, is all injuftice, evil-fpeaking,
evil-thinking, or rafh and cenforious judg-
ing of our neighbor ; all narrow, national
prejudices againft men ; all local, contra&-
ed affetions which fhut out a party of man-
kind from our humanity, on account of
their being of a different nation or religion
from ourfelves ; all envy, malice, and cru-
elty towards our fellow-creatures, and all
partiality in the adminiftration of juftice,
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* 7. Chriftian charity or love, properly fo
called, confifts in a peculiar affe€tion for
our fellow chriftians, under the notion of
their being our brethren ; difciples of the
fame Loxrp and Mafter ; {piritual children
of the fame Gop by adoption and regene-
ration ; heirs of the fame precious hope,
and incorruptible inheritance ; fellow pil-
grims in the fame ftrange country, and fel-
low travellers together to the {fame land of
promife. This is ftill an advance upon
humanity, and unites chriftians together in
the moft peculiar bonds; fo that whatever
is a violation of the laws and bonds of com-
mon Aumanity, is much more fo of the
laws of christian charity. Indeed, charity,
or chriftian love, is the peculiar genius of
chiiftianity, and is that grace which Chrift
has honored, by making'it the peculiar and
diftin&tive badge of his difgjples. < By
¢ this, fays Chrift, fhall all men know that
¢« ye are my difciples, if you have love one
¢¢ for another.” Nor is the exercife of any
tg}x\'ace fo warmly urged upon chriftiapns, as

is.

8. A peculiar fruit of charity is a/mg-
giving, or relieving the neceffities of the
poor, the needy, the miserable and the op-
fressed ; and 1indeed, this is what common-

y paffes in the world by the name of cha-
rity, though very unjuftly : For, the apoftle
_-afluers us, that a man may give even g/l bis

T

%
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goods 1o feed the poor, and yet bave no cha-
rity. Analms, if it proceeds not from
cbarity, that is, from a true chriftian love
to Gop and our neighbor, and from a prin-
ciple of dutiful obgcdience to Gop, is no
grace at all, '

9, We have an excellent charafter and
defcription of charity given, 1 Cor. xiii. 4,
&c. * Charity fuffcreth Jong and is kind;
¢t charity envieth not; charity vaunteth
¢¢ not itfelf, is not puffed up, doth not be-
¢ have itfelf unfeemly ; feeketh not her
*¢ own ; is not eafily provoked ; thinketh
¢ no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
¢¢ rejoiceth in the truth ; beareth all things;
¢¢ believeth all things ; hopeth all things;
¢t endureth all things : Charity never fail.
¢« eth. And now abideth faith, hope and
¢¢ charity, thefe three ; but the greateft of
¢ thefe is chrity.” ‘

ESSAY XXXI,

CoNTENTMENT and the opposite Vices,
| B CONT ENTMENT is a grace which

refpets only our entward condition
in this world, and not our {piritual condi-
tion here, or our lat and appointment in
the world to come; and it confifts in fuch
@ mederate value for, and attachment to
the things and enjoyments of the body and
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~ of this mortal life, that whether we have o¢
want them ; whether we havelittle or much
of them, we ar¢fo well {atisfied; and fo little
difturbed, that we ar¢ thankful to Gop for
what we have, and are at Jeisure to enjoy
both Gop and ourselves. In fhort, it con+
fifts in fuch a fubmiffion to Gop, and fatis-
liednefs. with the allotments of his provi«
dence, with regard te our worldly circum-
ftances, that we may be able to fay with
the apoftle, *1have learned in whatfoever
¢ ftate I am, therewith to be contented §
‘¢ both to be full and to be hungry: both to
*“ abound, and be abafed and {uffer need.””*

2. Contentment cannot reach to a man’s
fpiritual condition or future flate; for, al-
though a finner 'may have reafon to thank
- Gop that he is out of bell ; yet, it would
ill become him tofay, ¢ Whatever ftate my
¢ foul is in, whether in a ftate of grace or
¢ fin, converted or unconverted, I am
* therewith contented.” Thedefign of Gop’s
word 1s, that finners {hould have no peace
or contentment in their finful and perithing
condition, and that they fhould never reft
eontented, till their peace is made with
GOD. ’ .

3. Nor would it become a gracious man
to be contented with low attainments, in
grace and holinefs, and an imperfe€t mea-
fure of conformity to Gop. Saints fthould

* Philip. iv. 11, 12.
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be reftlefs in their endeavors to perfect bo-
liness in the fear of Gop ; and forgetting
things behind, to reach forward, and prefs
on to the mark for the prize of their high
calling. Phil. iii. 13, 14, and many other
fcriptures.

4. Nor is it at all to be fuppofed that
any human creature could, or should be
contented to be damned, and thruft out for
ever from the beatific prefence of Gon.
All finners, indeed, ought to acknowledge
damnation thcir juft portion, and approve
the law and fentence which condemns
them :* But it is againft the law of self-
preservation; yea, againft our duty to Gop,
to confent to be damned, or to be contented
with this allotment. That ftrong expref-
fion, therefore, of St. Paul, Rom. ix. 3, and
that of Mofes, Exod. xxxii. 32, muft have
fome other meaning.

5. Nor ought we to be so contented with
“our condition and circumftances in this life,
as to be willing to take up our lot, portion
and everlafting abode here.  Chriftian con-
tentment is confiftent with the moft earreft
wifhes and defires to be in a better coun-
try, even an heavenly ; to be absent from
the body, and the things and enjoyments of
it, and present with the Lord ; and only
fuppofes, that as wife ard prudent travel-
lers, we are contented with fuch lodgings

* Psal. li. 4 Rom.iiiqe
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and fare as we meet with in our journey to
our Father’s houfe, and our heavenly inhe»
ritance. :

6. Nordoes contentment, even with our
worldly circumftances, imply an infenfibili-
ty of our difficulties'and affli¢tions; or forbid
lawful defires and endeavors to get rid of
them by bettering our condition. Such
defires are the foundation of diligence, in.
duftry, and the ufe of means, and therefore
cannot be difpleafingtoGop. But, content-
ment fuppofes, thatif we are difappointed
in the ufe of means, we acquiefce and are
fatisfied, without murmuring, convinced
that fuch is the will of heaven.

7. Contentment is oppofed to covetous-
ness, and worldly-mindedness, and fuppofes
that our defires of the good things of this
world are low, modeft and chriftian ; that
we feek not eagerly great things for our-
felves, but bound our wifhes and views to a
moderate competency ; refolving, that ha-
ving food and raiment we will be therewith
contented ; feeing that a man’s life confift-
eth not in the abundance of the things he
poflefles. * :

- :8. Immoderate worldly cares and anxie-
ties about what may happen to us in time
to come, are inconiifient with chriftian
‘contentment, as they render men uneafy
-for the prefent, unfit them for the duties of
® Luke xii. 35. Gen. 2xviii. 20, Heb. xiii. 15,
. . <

i
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religion, and fpeak a diftraft of the provi..
dential goodnefs of GOD.* Befides, thefe
cares and anxieties, although they deftroy
our peace, yet they cannot better our cir-
cumftances ; for, taking thought, cannot
add one cubit to our ftature, or alter the -
courfe or allotments of divine providence.
9. All murmurings and repinings againft
the providence of Gop, as though Go»s
had dealt more feverely with us than he
ought or might have done, are inconfiftent
with chriftian contentment. To remedy
this, we fhould confider Gop’s univerfal
providence, and the equity and perfeét
re&itude of his ways, 1 Sam. iii. 18.
10. Envy againft others, who are in
more profperous and honorable circumftan-
ces than we, is inconfiftent with chriftian
contentment. There can be mo content-
ment in the envious breaft. Why fhould
my eye be evil againft my neighbor, becaufe
Gobp is good to him ? H my neighboris a
wickedman,his profperity will deftroy him:

. - Ifa good man, why thould I envy his pres-

perity, and not rather rejoicein it ; fecing
Gop made him profperous for wife and
good purpofes ? Indeed, my envying my
neighbor his profperity or happinefs, is a
plain and convincing proof, that I myfelfdo
not deferve thefe bleffings at the hand of
Gonp ; and that if  had them, ¥ would make

z very bad ufe of them. . .
* lLuke xxi. 3A. Matwe. ¥\, L 5N AL\
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11. A truly contented man, however he
may wifh his condition better, yet never
will ufe unlawful means to better it. This
is to make hafte the wrong way, to be rich,
ealy or happy ; and fhews great difcontent.
‘The danger of thisis well painted, in one
inftance of it, 1 I'im. vi. 8,—10. Secea
good advice alfo againft this kind of difcon-
tent, Luke iii. 14.

12. Contentment will engage us to make
the beft of our condition whatever it be.
The contented man will furvey his remain.
ing comforts with gratitude to Gop, and
comfort him{elf by confidering how few
and tolerable his diftrefles and misfortunes
are, compared with thofe of many others.
He will alfo endeavor to extraét fome fpi-
ritual advantage out of every afflition.

To engage us to contentment with our
prefent lots and conditions, let us confider,
{1.) That they are appointed by a op of
infinite juftice, wifdom and mercy. (2.)
That let them be as bad as they will, we
deferve ftill worfe. (3.) That it is gene-
rally eyr ewn fault, that they are net bet-
ter. (4.) That if we are indeed Gon’s.
<hildren, all. will work together for good to
us; and that our wants and affliCtions are
ordered in mercy, and becaufe need 5o isy:
And if we are not goD’s childern, we are
punifhed /ess, much lefs than our iniquitics

Scferve.  §5.) Thet however gricoeus o
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bard and uncomfortable our lots are, our
wants and miferies cannot be of long con-
tinuance, but mufl foon be terminated by
death, (6.) That the beft of men, even
the Son of Gop himfelf, have bzen in worfe
prefent circumftances than we are ; -and yet
were perfe€tly contented ; from whofe ex-
amples we fhould learn this grace.

ESSAY XXXIIL

Cuastity and the contrary Vices.

1. GOD hath implanted in the fexes fuch

appetites and affetions towards
each ofher as are neceffary for the propaga-
tion of our kind, and without which, pro-
bably the firft command, ‘¢ Multiply and
replenifh the earth,’> would not have been
readily obeyed. And it is here worth ob-
ferving, as a proof of the divine wifdom
and goodnefs, that a natural pleafure is an-
nexed to thofe ations by which our kind
is propagated, and life fupported and fuf-
tained.

2. Chaftity confifts in the regulatlon of
thefe appetites. and defires between the
fexes.

3. As Gop hath 1mplanted 16 natural
appetites in his creatures, for which he

'bath not provided lawfual grmﬁcattons s o
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the appetites between the fexes, may be
gratified in a lawful manner. Wherefore,
chaftity confifts not in eradicating thefe
natural appetites, but in regul/ating them ;
reftraining them within the bounds-of mo-
deration, and direfting them to right ob-
je€ts. - Hence appears the unreafonablenefs
of celibacy, and a monastic life. .

. 4. Although brutes, generally {peaking,
are remarkably moderate in the gratifica-
tion of thefe appetites, yet they cannot be
called chasre, having no confcience, and be-
ing under no moral or divine law. Chastity
therefore is a buman and christian virtue,
arifing from reafon, refleétion, and fub-
miffion to the authority of a divine law,

5. Reafon and reflection will quickly
convinee us that the loofe and unbounded
gratification of the appetites between the
fexes; would be produflive of the greateft
mifchiefs in human fociety ; and therefore
marriage, (the only remedy againft this
mifchief) has been held facred and venera-
ble among almoft all nations, who have had
little elfe than the diftates of natural reafon
for their guide. Indeed, other gratifications
of thefe appetites have been toleratedamong
fome of them. And the more brutith thefe

nations have been, "the more unbhounded -

and unreftrained have they been in the gra-
tifications of thefe -appetites, (witnefs the
ancient Britons.) - - - -
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6. The chriftian revelation has limited
the gratification of thefe appetites to one
woman and ene man, in a ftate of marrlage,
during the life of either of the parties ; and
has ftritly, and upon the fevereft penalties,
forbid the gratification of them in any other
way : The reafons of which limitation and
prohibition, are very wife, and fufficiently
obvious : Hence we may learn what is zn-
chastity, in deed, word and thought.

7. Unchaftity in deed, is when fingle and
unmarried perfons do at all atually gratify
thefe apperites; or when married perfons
at al! actuatly gratify them, with any other

" perfons thun their ovn hufbands or wives
an‘! is M f,nraithed ivvo fins of fornication,
adaltery  incest, polvgamy, sodomy, and
self-polluiion.

8 Usachaftity in thought or defire, is
whea onie of either fox, looketh upon one of
the contrary fex. which is a forbidden ob-
je@, fo as to Juft «fer them, or defire cri-
minal coaverfe with them. And how
much more criminally unchafte muft it be,
fo to inflame the heart with an abfent, for.
bidden objc¢t. as to aét over the gullty
fcene in imagination ?

9. Unchattity in word, is when we ufe
fuch filthy obfcene language, as has a ten-
dency to excite unchafte thoughts and de-
fires, either in curfelves, or others. Inor-

der to maintain and prefecve our chatftity,
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_the following things feem neceflary and
‘ufeful :—(1.) To pray for, and endeavor
after zrue conversion, or a new, clean, and
pure heart; for while we have a corrupt
nature, our paffions and appetites will ever
be inordinate and ungovernable.—(2.) To
fhun all unneceflary mtimacy and familiar-
ity with forbidden objefts of the different
fex, by which we may infenfibly contratt
unlawful defires, which may in time lead-
to criminal aftions ; or, where a friendfhip
is cultivated between the fexes, to improwe
it to the promoting of purity and virtue.——
(3.) To choofe and confort with fuch com-
panions of our own fex, as are moft chafte
and modeft in their language and deport-
ment; and on the contrary, to fhun all
- lewd, immodeft, profligate companions,
who will foon vitiate our tafte, and corrupt
our manners.—(4.) To be much in reading
the fcriptures, and fuch other books, as
tend to purify the mind, and infpire chafte
and holy thoughts ; and cautioufly to fhun
the perufal of loofe plays, fongs, romances,
and fuch trafh as corrupt and debauch the
mind.—(5.) Often to examine our own
hearts, and meditate on the extreme evil
and danger of unckaftity ; how unlike it
renders us to the pure and holy Gon ; how
unfit for his enjoyment, and how obnoxious
tp his vengeance; that burning lufts, are
fugl to kindle unquenchable flames, in the.
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place of torment.—(6.) Fafling and prayer,
have been found excellent and effectual re-
medies for unchattity ; and indeed, all the
inftrumental dutics of religion fhould be
ufed in this view.—(7.) Chaflity agrees
well with diligence and fobriety, and often |
dwells under the fame roof with them.—
(8.) Marriage is to many, the only remedy
for unchaftity ; and it is a lawful and ho-
norable one.—(9.) But, in fhort, without
a new and divine nature, and grace in ex-
ercife, nothing will effectually fecure either
married or fingle from wnchastity, either
in thought, word, or action.

ESSAY XXXIIIL

Humirrty, gnd the opposite Vices.

L I_ UMILITY confifts in a right judg-

ment of ourfclves, compared with
other beings; and is oppofed to the vices
of pride,arrogance,self-righteousness,self-
concelt, vunity, and boasting and glorying
in one’s fclf, with a contempt of others,

2. Humility, Iike a'l the other chriftian
graces, muft befeated inthe mind, and thence
difplay and manifeft itfelf in our words and
-outward deportment ; and therefore the
apoftle exhorts chrifiians to ¢ put an

& humblentfs of mind,”
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3. Humility dees not confift in making
a wrong judgment of ourfelves or others,
or in thinking lefs or worle of ourfelves
than we deferve; but in making a right
and jut judgment - of : ourfelves ~and
others on comparifon ; and if we do fo, we
fhall have little reafon for pride, arrogance
or felf-conceit. Nor, - - =~

4. Does humility confift (as many have
fuppofed) in mean clothes, dejetted looks,:
and a complaifant cringing behavior to our-
fellow creatures: All thefe may confift
with the moft infufferable pride and ambi-
tion, and are often only cloaks to conceal
it. - Yet the world makes humility te con-
fift wholly in thefe things, and will not allow
aman to have any pride, who is negligent or
flovenly inhisdrefs,oraffable in converfation.

5. The humble foul fees that he is no-
thing before Gop, or in comparifon with’
him ; that he is but a creature of a day,
fprung from the duft, whofe breath is in
his noftrils, wholly depending on Gop for
his foul, its faculties, his body and its fen-
fes; forevery moment of his exiftence,every-
fupport and comfort of the prefent life, and
every hope of future life ; and therefore, he
walks exceeding bumbly with bis GOD.

6. The humble foul fees that it is not
only a dependent creature, but a sinful,
guilty, belpless, perishing, lost, miserable
creature, who has. deftroyed: itfelf ; who
deferves hell, and no kind of meroy ot fanex

v .
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from GoD at all : Therefore, he is content-
ed in all fates without murmuring ; bears
aflictions with patience ; is thankful for
every, even ihe fmalleft favor ; rejoices in
the glad tidings of a Saviour and falvation ;
gladly difclaims and renounces his own |
righteoufnefs and morit, and joyfully em-
braces and pleads the righteoufnels and
merit of Chrift; comes to ¢OD poor and
empty, wretched and miferable, humble
and penitent, and falls down before the
throne of his mercy, willing to -accept the
free falvation with the utmoft gratitude, on
GCOD’s owa terms; on any terms.

7. Thec humble foul, knowing its own
natural weaknefs, blindriefs, ignorance and
fallibility ; how prone it is to crrors, mif-
takes and prejudices ; readily renounces
and difclaims its own wecak, corrupt; falli-
ble judgment in religious matters ; fubmits
its reafon and underftanding wholly to the
diftates of GOD’s word and the guidance of
bis Spirit, and is willing humbly and glad-
ly to learn-from ¢oD and his | ;;ssed Son,
the truths and duties of religion. - He'is
not wife in his own cenceit, or wife above
what is written, but wholly fubmits his un-
derftanding to revealed truth.

8. The humble foul thinks meanly of
its own knowledge and goodnefs, compared
with that of other men of nobler powers,

. and higher -attsinments. and advantages;
" eflceming. others. bettertan::. Whwles; and:
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in honor preferring- them. He is fo far
from envying fuch, that he honors and re.
fpects them as better and more ufeful than
himfelf;" thanks gopD for his grace in them
and his gifts' to. them ; -is ready to learn
from .and imitate them:; fpeaks honorably
and tefpeétfully of them to others, and
thereby endeavors to promote their ufeful-
nefs in the world : Nay, he.is not angry or
offended, nor is his pride piqued, if they
are honored more than him, and at his own
expence. :Fo bear this patiently, fthews
true humblenefs of mind. -

.9. . The humble foul, fenfible, that all its
knowledge ‘and goodnefs is borrowed and
derived ;-is the.fruit- of Gop’s gifts and
grace, and of the opportunities and advan-
tages which he has conferred uponit; and
how very limited and imperfeét its know.
ledge is at the beft; how very little it knows
of what may be known, and how ‘imperfe€t
its ‘knowledge is of. the .things which it
knows, how» many: degrees. of grace and
goodnefs there are between it and' -the per-
fection of holinefs of which .our nature is
capable : The humble foul, 1 fay, knowing
and being convinced of -all this, can never -
defpife thofe-who: have lefs knowledge and
goodnefs than himfelf; becaufe, he hath
nothing which he hath not received, and it
18 Gop who hath made him to differ, and he
is ftill but a poor,.imperfe& creature. full
of ignorance and corruption. T Vet
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{orc keeps him from spiritual pride ; from
self-righteeusness and self-conceit ; from
being puffed up, and from glorying in a ftate
which is fo very far fhort of perfe€tion. He
is humble,and pitiestheinfirmities ofothers.
- 10. Pride was the firft fin of men and -
angels, and is ftill. the predominant vice of
finners, and the -laft fin which is totally
fubdued and rooted out of the human ‘heart
by renewing grace.: Co
.+ 11. Pride towards GoD, fhews itfelf by
the following fymptoms.: Meén who will
belicve their own vaimimaginations, fooner
than gop’s word ; who fet uprtheir dark.
ned reafon, above the word .of GoD, and
their own corrupt wills, above the wilt and
law of Gop; who oppofe GOD, and mur-
mur againft him, and will not accept of his
Son and his righteoufnefs, but believe they
have righteoufnefs and merit énough for
their juftification,.are 'exceflively proud :-
And this is the moft hellifh and provoking
of all pride ; yet; it is. the pride of -every
unconverted: finner.” R
12. Pride rtowards men, thews itfelf in
undervaluing and defpifing others, and pre-
ferring ourfelves before them ; in contra-
diting and oppofirig others upan-all bcca-
fions ; in looking’ down upon others as be.
neath our notice,’and undervaluing all their
good qualities and accomplifhments; in
fpeaking much of ourfdlves, praifing our-
felves, and boafting and gorjing W our
. acétions and difpofitions.
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'13. Gaietyand fondnefs of drefs, is akind
of childish, womanish vanity, which hardly
deferves the name of pride. It is a kind of
childith folly which deferves to be laughed
at,-and which no finner of good common
fenfe was ever guilty of. What ? Proud of
that whichcovers our nakednefsand thame'!

14.. The devif affords thehigheft example

- of pride.; and the blefled Jefus of humility.
*15. Pride is the moft sbameful and ab-
surd vice of a man-; and humility the moft
amiableandornamentalvirtucofachriftian.
¢+, ESSAY XXXIV.
.. Sos RIETY, and the contrary Vicks.
1. SOBR.[ETYjs a very extenfive virtue,
2 which is not only oppofed to drunk-
enness and intemperance (as it is common-
ly underftood); but to all Jevizy of mind
and irregularity of the passions, appetites
“auq ayections.—Indeed, to be sober, is to
agriorm the third part of our chriftian duty.
- Ve muft deny all ungodlinefs and every
s - worldly luft, and live godly, righteoufly,
*“and foberly in this world.” *

2. There is an intoxication or drunken-
nefs of the mind, as well as of the body ;
wnd the scriptyre.or gospel sobriety is par.

‘cularly, if not chiefly oppofed to this vice.
A} temperate and abffemious men, are not

Psal. xxxviii. 6. Matth.: v. 4o—xviii. 4. 1fa, Ivii, 150
%.ukg_xvi_ii. 913, 1 Pet. vi 5. Jamesiv.6.
it, 11, 12, .



222 KNOX's ESSAYS.

fober men. Young women and deacw'§
wives are commanded to be fober ;4 andi,
would be indecent to imagine, that thisw
a caution againft intemperance in drinkig.
Young men are exhorted to be fober-mind
ed;} which fhews that this virtue rels.R.
to the government of the mind, as wells'
to that of the bodily appetites.—Sabriety#
al{o oppofed to gaicty and vanity im dres
in women, and pertnefs or immodefty ofbe-
havior : -*¢ In like manneralfo, that wome
* adorn themfelves in madeft apparel; with:
¢ fhamefacednefs and fobriety; not with
*¢ broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or coft
*ly array ; but with goad works.””||—Itis |
alfo oppofed to pride and’ self-conceit : ¥+
* Let no man think 'of himfelf more highly
¢ than he ought; but foberly, according as
** oD hath dealt to every man the meafure
¢ of faith.” - o

3. Sobriety, therefore, as it is a mental
virtue, feems to fignify gravityand decorum
of thought and behavior ; and confifts in a
due and prudent regulation of the paffions,
appetites, affeCtions and a&tions, and is op-
pofed to levity, fickleness and inconstancy
of mind ; to pride, self-conceit, and extra.
vagant passions and affecrions of all forts.—
So that a fober man, is one who is difereet,
humble, prudent, compofed, patient, meek
grave and exemplary in all manner of 1i¥
and converfation. -

F Tit.ii. 4. 1 Tim.itowe  { TR .
{ Tim. ii. g. % Rowm. Xk 3
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4. Sobriety is alfo often particularly op.
pofed to intemperance in drinking. ¥
5. Drunkennefs which is the oppefite to
fobriety inthis fenfeof it, is, in itfelf, a great
¢vi/, and produ&ive of many others. T (1)
. It is exprefsly and repeatedly forbidden in
= the gofpel, under the penalty of forfeiting
. the favor of coD and eternal life, 1 Cor. vi.
10. Gal. v. 21. Matth. xxiv. 48,—51. (2.)
- Chrift and his apoﬂles, have warned chrifti-
ans againft it, in a very fingular, and moft
. urgent manner ; and no wonder, fecing it is
in itfelf fo beaftly a vice, and attended with
fo many hurtful confequences with regardto
men’s bodies, souls, reputation and worldly ~
interefts. (3.) Itis a vice peculiarly hea-
then. -(4.) It wholly unmans us;—renders
“ us ftupid and ridiculous, juft objeéts of ridi-
cule andcontempt, even to children, fervants
and idiots.ll (5.) It incapacitates us for all
the duties we owe to GOD, our families, our
. neighbors, andourfelves; and puts us in the
-~ way of doing the moft wicked and hurtful
ations. (6.) It juftly renders us unworthy
of all truft and confidence from others. (7.)
It lays us open an eafy prey to all knavith
and defigning men ; lays the foundation of
many chronical and acutedifeafes,and gene-
rally brings itsvotaries to poverty, contempt
and an unpitied and premature death.

® 1 Thes.i.6,—8. 1Pet.iv.7. 1 Tim.iii.2. Tit.i. 8.
—ii. z,—lz A&s xxvi.25. 1 Prov. xxiii. 39, 30, 33
Rom. xiid. 12, 13,24, 1 Thes, v. G
Prov. XXiZ. i Hos: iv, 1,
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6. In order that we may be preferved
from this moft difgraceful and moft deftruc.
tive of all vices, the following maxims and
eautions may be found ferviceable.—(1.)
Shun the company of fuch as are addicted
to thisfwinith vice.* Tarrynot long among ,
thofe who are in the way to excefs, how fo-
ber foever their general charater may be,
left you fhould be induced to run to the
sameexcessof riot,and fo contraét a vicious
habit.—(3.) Take care never to exceed
that quantity of wine or ftrongliquor, which
you find by experience to be a proper and
moderate refrelhment. The boundary of
temperance is fo very narrow, that we may
eafily exceed it ; which, if we do, we lofe
the command of ourfelves, and may quickly
be hurried to the greateft length ef excefs.
(4.) Endeavor never to make ftrong liquor |
aeceflary to your refrefhment. T'here is
much wifdom in laying reftraints on the ap-
petites, at times, even 1n the ufe of innocent
enjoyments. Thefe wholefome reftraints -
ftrengthern felf-power and felf-government.
(5.) Shun habitual idlenefs, which is com-.
monly the parent of drunkennefs, gaming
and moft other pernicious vices. (6.) Fre-
quently confider the shame, the folly andthe
borrid guilt, and danger of drunkennefs.+
~—(7.) Pray daily to con for a new heart,
cleanfed from the love of fin, and breathing
after univerfal purity and perfetion. }

® Prov. xiii.20.—-XxX\V.%0 M1.—-Wv 14,18 Wek, il I3

¥ Deut, xxix. 19, 0. ARem wl n—i WQ

END OF YOLUME EIBST,
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