
-Jfcl Il( SiVt/i.UI I l



Qtiologieal Laboratory Library

TfW/ Jiole, Massachusetts

OF (EXPLORATION

Collected

OitOMPSON ZMoNTJOM
(1907-1966)

^Philadelphia architect, nepherf of

thorns Oiarrison Montgomery
<MBi

investigator,
and Vrixilla

(1874-1956), MBL librarian.

of
theirsons tfugh Montgwteri, MfD.

and tyumond <T$. Montgomery 1687.



>

\









THE HONOURABLE COMMODORE

JOHN BYRON's NARRATIVE,









THE

NARRATIVE
OF THE HONOURABLE

JOHN BYRON
(Commodore in a Late EXPEDITION round the WORLD)

CONTAINING

AN ACCOUNT
OF THE

GREAT DISTRESSES
Suffered by Himfelf and His Companions on the

COAST OF PATAGONIA,
From the Year 1740, till their Arrival in ENGLAND, 1746.

WITH A

DESCRIPTION of St. JAGO DE CHILI,
and the MANNERS and CUSTOMS of the INHABITANTS.

ALSO A

Relation of the Lofs of'the WAGER Man of War,

One of ADMIRAL ANSO N'S Squadron.

"%

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF,
And now Firft Published.

LONDON:
Printed for S. BAKER and G. LEIGH, in York-flreet ; and

T. DAVIES, in RufTel-ftreet , Covent-garden.

MDCCLXVIII.





PREFACE.
S the greateil pain I feel in com-

mitting the following flieets to

the prefs, arifes from an apprehenfion

that many of my readers will accufe me

of egotifm ; I will not incur that charge

in my preface, by detaining them with

the reafons which have induced me, at

this time, to yield to the defire of my
friends. It is equally indifferent to the

public to be told how it happened, that

nothing fhould have got the better of

my indolence and reludlance to comply

with the fame requefts, for the fpace of

twenty years.

I will employ thefe few introductory

pages merely to fhew what pretenlions

A 2 this
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this work may have to the notice of

the world, after thofe publications which

have preceded it.

It is well known that the Wager, one

of lord Anfon's fquadron, was caft away

vipon a defolate ifland in the South- feas.

The fubjedl of this book is a relation of

the extraordinary difficulties and hard-

Clips through which, by the affiftance of

Divine Providence, a fmall part of her

crew efcaped to their native land ; and a

very fmall proportion of thofe made

their way in a new and unheard-of

manner, over a large and defert tradt of

land between the weftern mouth of the

Magellanic ftreight and the capital* of

'Chili; a country fcarce to be paral-

leled in any pare of the globe, in that it

affords neither fruits, grain,
-nor even

roots proper for the fuftenance of man ;

and what is ft ill more rare, the very fea,

which yields a plentiful fupport to many

7 a barren
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a barren coaft, on this tempeftuous and

inhofpitable fliore is found to be almofl

as barren as the land ; and it muft be

confefled, that to thofe who cannot in-

tereft themfelves with feeing human na-

ture labouring, from day to day, to

preferve its exiftence under the conti-

nual want of fuch real neceflaries as

food and fhelter from the nioft rigorous

climate, the following flieets will afford

but little entertainment.

Yet, after all, it muft be allowed there

can be no other way of afcertaining the

geography and natural hiftory of a coun-

try which is altogether morafs and rock,

incapable of products or culture, than

by fetting down every minute circum-

ftance which was obferved in traveriing

it. The fame may be faid of the inha-

bitants, their manners, religion, and lan-

guage. What fruits could an European

reap from a more intimate acquaintance

with
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with them, than what he will find in the

following accidental obfervations ? We
faw the moft unprofitable fpot on the

globe of the earth, and fuch it is defcribed

and afcertained to be.

It is to be hoped fome little amends

may be made by fuch an infight as is

given into the interior part of the coun-

try ; and I find what I have put down

has had the good fortune to be pleafing

to fome of my friends ; infomuch that

the only fault I have yet had laid to my
papers is, that of being too fliort in the-

article of the Spanifli fettlements. But

here I muft fay, I have been dubious of

the partiality of my friends ; and, as

I think, juftly fearful left the world in

general, who may perhaps find compaf-

fion and indulgence for a protrafted tale

of diftrefs, may not give the fame allow-

ance to a luxurious imagination tri-

umphing in a change of fortune, and

fudden
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fudden tranfition from the moft difmal

to the gayeft fcenes in the univerfe, and

thereby indulging an egotifm equally

ofFenfive to the envious and cenforious.

I fpeak as briefly as poflible of mat-

ters previous to our final feparation from

the reft of lord Anfon's fquadron ; for

it is from this epocha that the train of

our misfortunes properly commences :

and though Mr. Bulkeley, one of the

warrant officers of the Wager, has long

fince publiflied a Journal and Account

of the return of that part of the {hip's

company, which, difTenting from cap-

tain Cheap's propofal of endeavouring

to regain their native country by way of

the great continent of South America,

took their paflage home in the long-boar,

through the Streights of Magellan ; our

tranfaftions during our abode on the

ifland have been related by him in fo

concife a manner as to leave many par-.

2 ticular*
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ticulars unnoticed, and others touched fo

fiightly, that they appear evidently to

have been put together with the purpofe

of juftifying thofe proceedings which

could not be confidered in any other light

than that of diredt mutiny. Accord-

ingly, we find that the main fubftance

of his Journal is employed in fcrutini-

zing the condu<5t of captain Cheap, and

fetting forth the conferences which

paffed between him and the feceders.

relative to the way and meafures they

were to take for their return home. I

have, therefore, taken fome pains to re-

view thofe early paffages of the unfor-

tunate fcene I am to reprefent, and to en-

ter into a detail, without which no found

judgment can be formed of any difputed

point, efpecially when it has been car-

ried fo far as to end in perfonal refent-

ment. When contefts and diffenfions

fhall be found to have gone that length,

it will be obvious to every reader, why a

licentious
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licentious crew fhould hearken to any

factious leader rather than to the foli-

dity of their captain's advice, who made

it evident to every unprejudiced under-

{landing, that their faireft chance for

fafety and a better fortune, was to pro-

ceed with the long-boat till they (hould

make prize of fome veflel of the enemy,

and thereby be enabled to bring to the

commodore a fupply of ftout fellows to

aflift in his conquefts, and (hare in the

honour and rewards.

And
yet

it is but juftice even to this

ungovernable herd to explain, that

though I have faid above they appeared

in the light of mutineers, they were not

actually fuch in the eye of the law ; for

till a fubfequent aft, made, indeed, on

this occafion, the pay of a fliip's crew

ceafed immediately upon her wreck, and

confequently the officers authority and

command,

Having
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Having explained the foregoing parti-

culars, I hope I may flatter myfelf

there are few things in the following

flieets, which will not be readily under-

ilood by the greateft part of my readers ;

therefore I will not detain them any

longer.

THE



THE

NARRATIVE
OF THE HONOURABLE

JOHN BYRON.

THE
equipment and deftination

of the fquadron fitted out in

the year i 740, of which com-

modore Anfon had the command, being

fufficiently known from the ample and

well-penned relation of it under his di-

reiion, I fliall recite no particulars that

are to be found in that work. But it

may be neceffary, for the better under-

ftanding the difaftrous fate of the

Wager, the fubjeft of the following

fheets, to repeat the remark, that a

B ftrange
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ftrange infatuation feemed to prevail in

the whole conduit of this embarkation.

For though it was unaccountably de-

tained till the feafon for its failing

was paft, no proper ufe was made of

that time, which Ihould have been

employed in providing a fuitable force

of failors and foldiery ; nor was there

a due attention given to other requifites

for fo peculiar and extenfive a deftination.

This negled not only rendered the

expedition abortive in its principal ob-

jeft, but moil materially affe&ed the

condition of each particular fliip ; and

none fo fatally as the Wager, who being

an old Indiaman bought into the fer-

vice upon this occafion, was now fitted

out as a man of war, but being made

to lerve as a ftore-fliip, was deeply

laden with all kinds of careening geer,

military and other {lores, for the ufe of

the other fhips ; and, what is more,

crowded with bale goods, and encumber-

ed
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ed with merchandize. A (hip of this

quality and condition could not be ex-

pedled to work with that readinefs

and eafe which was necefiary for her

fecurity and prefervation in thofe heavy

feas with which fhe was to encounter.

Her crew confifted of men prefled from

long voyages to be fent upon a diflant

and hazardous fervice : on the other hand,

all her land-forces were no more than a

poor detachment of infirm and decrepid

invalids from Chelfea hofpital, defpond-

ing under the apprehenfions of a long

voyage. It is not then to be wondered

that captain Kid, under whofe com-

mand this lhip failed out of the port,

Ihould in his lad moments prefage her

ill fuccefs, though nothing very mate-

rial happened during his command.

At his death he was fucceeded by

captain Cheap, who ftill, without any

accident, kept company with the fqua-

droa till we had almoft gained the

B 2 fouthern-
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fouthernrnoft mouth of Straits Le Maire 3

when, being the fternmoft fliip, we were,

by the fudden fhifting of the wind to

the fouthward and the turn of the tide,

very near being wrecked upon the rocks

of Staten Land ; which, notwithftanding,

having weathered, contrary to the expect-

ation of the reft of the fquadron, we en-

deavoured all in our power to make up
our loft way and regain our flation. This

we effefted, and proceeded in our voyage,

keeping company with the reft of the

Ihips for fome time ; when, by a great

roll of a hollow fea, we carried away

our mizen-maft, all the chain-plates to

windward being broken. Soon after,

hard gales at weft coming on with a

prodigious fwell, there broke a heavy fea

in upon the fliip, which ftove our boats,

and filled us for Ibme time.

Thefe accidents were the more dif-

heartening, as our carpenter was on

board the Gloucefter, and detained there

by



by the inceflant tempeftuous weather,

and fea impracticable for boats. In a

few days he returned, and fupplied the

lofs of the mizen-maft by a lower ftud-

ding-fail boom ; but this expedient, to-

gether with the patching up of our rig-

ging, was a poor temporary relief to us.

We were foon obliged to cut away our

beft bower anchor to eafe the fore-mall,

the fhrouds and chain-plates of which

were all broken, and the fhip in all

parts in a moil crazy condition.

Thus fliattered and difabled, a fingle

fhip (for we had now loft fight of our

fquadron)we had the additional mortifica-

tion to find ourfelves bearing for the land

on alee-fhore; having thus far perfevered

in the courfe we held, from an error in

conjecture: for the weather was unfavour-

able for obfervation, and there are no

charts of that part of the coaft. When

thofe officers who firfl perceived their

sniftake, endeavoured to perfuade the

B 3 captain



captain to alter his courfe, and bear

away, for the greater furety, to the weft-

ward, he perfifted in making dire&ly, as

he thought, for the iiland of Socoro ; and

to fuch as dared from time to time to

deliver their doubts of being entangled

with the land ilretching to the weftward,

he replied, that he thought himfelf in

BO cafe at liberty to deviate from his

orders ; and that the abfence of his fhip

from the firft place of rendezvous,

would entirely fruftrate the whole fqua-

dron in the firft objeft of their attack,

and poffibly decide upon the fortune of

the whole expedition. For the better

understanding the force of his reafon-

ing, it is neceflary to explain, that the

ifland of Socoro is in the neighbourhood

of Baldivia ; the capture of which place

could not be effected without the junc-

tion of that (hip which carried the ord-*

paace and military ilores a

The
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The knowledge of the great import-

ance of giving fo early and unexpected

a blow to the Spaniards, determined the

captain to make the fliortefl way to the

point in view ; and that rigid adherence

to orders from which he thought him-

felf in no cafe at liberty to depart, begot

in him a flubborn defiance of all diffi-

culties, and took away from him

thofe apprehenfions, which fo juflly

alarmed all fuch as, from an igno-

rance of the orders, had nothing pre-

fent to their minds but the dangers of

a lee-fliore*.

*
Captain Cheap has been fufpecled of a defign of going

on the Spanifh coaft without the commodore
-,

but no

part of his condul feems to authorife, in the leaft, fuch a

fufpicion. The author who brings this heavy charge

againft him, is equally miftaken in imagining that captain

Cheap had not inftru&ions to fail to this ifiand, and that the

commodore did neither go nor fend thither, to inform him-
et C

felf if any of the fquadron were there. This appears from

the orders delivered to the captains of the fquadron, the

day before they failed from St. Catherine's (L. Anfon's

Voyage, B. I. C. 6.) ; from the orders of the council of

war held on board the Centurion, in the bay of St. Julian

B 4 (C. 7.)
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We had for fome time been fenfible

of our approach to the land, from no

other tokens than thofe of weeds and

birds, which are the ufual indications

of nearing the coaft ; but at length we

had an imperfedl view of an eminence,

which we conje&ured to be one of the

mountains of the Cordilleras. This,

however, was not fo diftinftly feen but

that many conceived it to be the effect

of imagination : but if the captain

was perfuaded of the nearnefs of our

danger, it was now too late to remedy

it j for at this time the ftraps of the fore

jeer blocks breaking, the fore-yard came

down , and the greateft part of the meu

being difabled through fatigue and fick-

nefs, it was fome time before it could

(C. 7.) 5 and from the condu6l of the commodore (C. i o.)

who cruized (with the utmoft hazard) more than a fort-

night off the ifle of Socoro, and along the coaft in its

neighbourhood. It was the fecond rendezvous at Baldivia,

and not that at Socoro, that the commodore was forced by

fieceflity to negledt.
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be got up again. The few hands who

were employed in this bufinefs now

plainly faw the land on the larboard

beam, bearing N. W. upon which the

fliip was driving bodily. Orders were

then given immediately by the captain

to fway the fore-yard up, and fet the

fore-fail ; which done, we wore fhip with

her head to the fouthward, and endea-

voured to crowd her off from the land :

but the weather, from being exceeding

tempeftuous, blowing now a perfedl

hurricane, and right in upon the fhore,

rendered our endeavours (for we were

now only twelve hands fit for duty) in-

tirely fruitlefs. The night came on,

dreadful beyond defcription, in which,

attempting to throw out our topfails to

claw off the fhore, they were immediate-

ly blown from the yards.

In the morning, about four o'clock,

the fhip ftruck. The fhock we received

upon this occa(ion a though very great,

being
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being not unlike a blow of a heavy

fea, fuch as in the feries of preceding

ftorms we had often experienced, was

taken for the fame ; but we were foon

undeceived by her ftriking again more

violently than before, which laid her

upon her beam ends, the fea making a

fair breach over her. Every perfon that

now could ftir was prefently upon the

quarter deck ^ and many even of thofe

were alert upon this occafion, that

had not fhewed their faces upon deck

for above two months before: feveral

poor wretches, who were in the laft ftagc

of the fcurvy, and who could not get

out of their hammocks, were immedi-
s.

ately drowned.

In this dreadful fituation (lie lay for

fome little time, every foul on board

looking upon the prefent minute as his

laft 5 for there was nothing to be feen

but breakers all around us. However,

a mountainous fea hove her off from

thence ;
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thence ; but fhe prefently (truck again,

and broke her tiller. In this terrifying

and critical juncture, to have obferved
i

all the various modes of horror ope-

rating according to the feveral charac-

ters and complexions arnongft us, it

was neceffary that the obferver himfelf

fhould have been free from all impref-

fions of danger. Inftances there were,

however, of behaviour fo very remark-

able, they could not efcape the notice of

any one who was not intirely bereaved

of his fenfes ; for fome were in this con-
f

dition to all intents and purpofes ; parti-

cularly one, in the ravings defpair

brought upon him, was feen ftalking

about the deck, flourishing a cutlafs over

his head, and calling himfelf king of

the country, and ftriking every body he

came near, till his companions, feeing

no other fecurity againft his tyranny,

knocked him down. Some, reduced

before by long ficknefs and the fcurvy,

became



became on this occaiion as it were pe-

trified and bereaved of all fenfe, like in-

animate logs, and were bandied to and

fro by the jerks and rolls of the fhip,

without exerting any efforts to help

thernfelves. So terrible was the fcene

of foaming breakers around us, that

one of the braveft men we had could

not help expreffing his difmay at it,

faying it was too fhocking a fight to

bear; and would have thrown himfelf

over the rails of the quarter-deck into

the fea, had he not been prevented : but

at the fame time there were not wanting

thofe who preferved a prefence of mind

truly heroic. The man at the helm,

though both rudder and tiller were gone,

kept his ftation ; and being afked by one

of the officers, if the fiiip would fleer or

not, firfhook his time to make trial by the

wheel, and then anfwered with as much

refped and coolnefs as if the fhip had

been in the greateft fafety j and immedi^

ately
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ately after applied himfelf with his ufual

ferenity, to his duty, perfuaded it did

not become him to defert it as long as

the ihip kept together. Mr. Jones,

mate, who now furvives not only this

wreck, but that of the Litchfield man

of war upon the coaft of Barbary, at the

time when the Ihip was in the moft

imminent danger, not only fhewed

himfelf undaunted, but endeavoured to

infpire the fame refolution in the men ;

faying,
" My friends, let us not be dif-

couraged : did you never fee a fliip

amongft breakers before ? Let us try to

pufli her through them. Come, lend a

hand ; here is a Iheet, and here is a

brace ; lay hold ; I don't doubt but we

may ftick her yet near enough to the

land to fave our lives," This had fo

good an effeft, that many who before

were half dead, feemed a<5tive again, and

now went to work in earned. This Mr.

Jones did purely to keep up the fpirits
of

the
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the people as long as poffible ; for

often faid afterwards, he thought there

was not the lead chance of a {Ingle

man's being faved. We now run in

between an opening of the breakers,

fleering by the flieets and braces, when

providentially we ftuck fail between two

great rocks ; that to windward flickering

us in fome meafure from the violence

of the fea. We immediately cut away
the main and foremaft; but the ftiip kept

beating in fuch a manner, that we ima-

gined fhe could hold together but a

very little while. The day now broke,

and the weather, that had been extremely

thick, cleared away for a few moments^

and gave us a glimpfe of the land not

far from us. We now thought of no-

thing but faving our lives. To get the

boats out, as our mafts were gone, was a

work of fome time 5 which when ac-

complilhed, many were ready to jump
into the firft, by which means they nar-

rowly



rowly efcaped perifiiing before they

reached the fliore. I now went to cap-

tain Cheap (who had the misfortune to

diflocate his ihoulder by a fall the day

before, as he was going forward to get

the fore-yard fwayed up), and alked him

if he would not go on fliore ; but he

told me, as he had done before, that he

would be the laft to leave the fhip ; and

he ordered me to aflift in getting the

men out as foon as poffible. I had been

with him very often from the time the

fhip firft ftruck, as he defired I would,

to acquaint him with every thing that

paired; and I particularly remarked, that

he gave his orders at that time with as

much coolnefs as ever he had done du-

ring the former part of the voyage.

The fcene was now greatly changed ;

for many who but a few minutes

before had fhewn the ftrongeft figns

of defpair, and were on their knees

praying for mercy, imagining they

were



were now not in that immediate danger*

grew very riotous, broke open every

cheft and box that was at hand, ftove

in the heads of cafks of brandy and

wine as they were born up to the hatch-

ways, and got fo drunk, that feveral of

them were drowned on board, and lay

floating about the decks for fome days

after. Before I left the fliip, I went

down to my cheft, which was at the

bulk-head of the wardroom, in order to

fave fome little matters, if poffible ; but

whilft I was there the fliip thumped with

fuch violence, and the water came in fo

faft, that I was forced to get upon the

quarter-deck again, without faving a

fingle rag but what was upon my back.

The boatfwain and fome of the people

would not leave the ftiip fo long as there

was any liquor to be got at ; upon which

captain Cheap fuflfered himfelf to be

helped out of his bed, put into the boat,

and carried on fliore.

It
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It is natural to think, that to

men thus upon the point of perifhing

by fhipwreck, the getting to land was

the higheft attainment of their wifhes j

undoubtedly it was a defirable event ;

yet, all things confidered, our condition

was but little mended by the change.

Which ever way we looked, a fcene of

horror prefented itfelf : on one fide, the

wreck (in which was all that we had in

the world to fupport and fubfift us), to-

gether with a boifterous fea, prefented

us with the moft dreary profpecft ; on

the other, the land did not wear a much

more favourable appearance : defolate

and barren, without fign of culture, we

could hope to receive little other benefit

from it than the prefervation it afforded

us from the fea. It muft be confeffed

this was a great and merciful deliver-

ance from immediate deftruftion ; but

then we had wet, cold, and hunger, to

ftruggle with, and no vifible remedy

G againft
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againft any of thefe evils. Exerting our-
9*

felves, however, though faint, benumbed,

and almoft helplefs, to find fome wretch-

ed covert againft the extreme inclemency

of the weather, we difcovered an Indian

hut, at a fmall diftance from the beach,

within a wood, in which as many as

poilible,
without diftinflion, crouded

themfelves, the night coming on exceed-

ingly tempeftuous and rainy. But here

our fituationwas fuch as to exclude all reft

and refreshment by fleep from moft of

us ^ for befides that we preffed upon one

another extremely, we were not without

our alarms and apprehenfions of being

attacked by the Indians, from a difco-

very we made of fome of their lances

and other arms in our hut 5 and our un-

certainty of their ftrength and difpofi-

tion gave alarm to our imagination,

and kept us in continual anxiety.

In this miferable hovel, one of our

company, a lieutenant of invalids, died

this
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this night ; and of thofe who for want

of room took fhelter under a great tree,

which flood them in very little Head, two

more perilhed by the feverity of that

cold and rainy night. In the morning,

the calls of hunger, which had been

hitherto fuppreffed by our attention to

more immediate dangers and difficulties,

were now become too importunate to be

refifted. We had moft of us fafted

eight and forty hours, ibme more 5 it

was time, therefore, to make enquiry

among ourfelves what ftore of fufte-

nance had been brought from the wreck

by the providence of forne, and what

could be procured on the ifland by the

induilry of others : but the produce of

the one amounted to no more than two

or three pounds of bifcuit duft referved

in a bag ; and all the fuccefs of thofe

who ventured abroad, the weather being

ftill exceedingly bad, was to kill one fea-

gull and pick fome wild fellery, Thefe,

C 2 therefore,



therefore, were immediately put into a

pot, with the addition of a large quantity

of water, and made into a kind of foup,

of which each partook as far as it would

go ; but we had no fooner thrown this

down than we were feized with the moft

painful ficknefs at our ftomachs, vio-

lent Teachings, fwoonings, and other

fymptoins of being poifoned. This was

imputed to various caufes, but in gene-

ral to the herbs we made ufe of, in the

nature and quality of which we fan-

cied ourfelves miftaken ; but a little fur-

ther enquiry let us into the real occa-

fion of it, which was no other than

this : the bifcuit duft was the fweepings

of the bread-room, but the bag in which

they were put had been a tobacco bag;

the contents of which not being intirely

taken out, what remained mixed with

the bifcuit-duft, and proved a ftrong

emetic.
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We were in all about a hundred and

forty who had got to Ihore ; but fome

few remained ftill on board, detained

cither by drunkennefs, or a view of pil-

laging the wreck, among which was the

boatfwain. Thefe were vifited by an of-

ficer in the yawl, who was to endeavour

to prevail upon them to join the reft ;

but finding them in the greateft diforder,

and difpofed to mutiny, he was obliged

to defift from his purpofe and return

without them. Though we were very

defirous, and our neceffities required that

we Ihould take fome furvey of the land

we were upon ; yet being ftrongly pre-

poflefled that the favages were retired but

fome little diftance from us, and waited

to fee us divided, our parties did not make

this day, any great excurfions from the

hut ; but as far as we went, we found it

very morafTy and unpromifing. The

fpot which we occupied was a bay

formed by hilly promontories j that to

C 3 the
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the north fo exceeding fleep, that in or-

der to afcend it (for there was no going

round, the bottom being wafhed by the

fea) we were at the labour of cutting

Heps. This, which we called Mount

Mifery, was of ufe to us in taking fome

obfervations afterwards, when the wea-

ther would permit : the fouthern pro^

montory was not fo inacceflible. Be-

yond this I, with fome others, having
reached another bay, found driven afhore

fome parts of the wreck, but no kind of

provifion : nor did we meet with any

fliell-fih, which we were chiefly in

fearch of. We therefore returned to the

reft, and for that day made no other re*

paft than what the wild
fellery afforded

us. The enfuing night proved exceed^

ingly tempeftuous ; and, the fea running

very high, threatened thofe on board

with immediate deftru6lion by the part-

ing of the wreck. They then were

as follicitous to get alhore, as they

were



were before obflinate in refufing the

fiftance we fent them ; and when they

found the boat did not come to their re-

lief at the inftant they expedled it,

without conlidering how impracticable

a thing it w^s to fend it them in fuch a

fea, they fired one of the quarter-deck

guns at the hut ; the ball of which did

but juft pafs over the covering of it, and

was plainly heard by the captain and us

who were within. Another attempt,

therefore, was made to bring thefe mad-

men to land ; which, however, by the

violence of the fea, and other impediments,

occafioned by the mail that lay along-

fide, proved ineffectual. This unavoid-

able delay made the people on board

outrageous : they fell to beating every

thing to pieces that fell in the way ;

and, carrying their intemperance to the

greateft excefs, broke open chefts and

cabbins for plunder that could be of no

ufe to them : and fo earneft were they

C 4 in



in this wantonnefs of theft, that one

man had evidently been murdered on

account of fome divifion of the fpoil, or

for the fake of the fhare that fell to him,

having all the marks of a ftrangled

corpfe. One thing in this outrage they

feemed particularly attentive to, which

was, to provide themfelves with arms

and ammunition, in order to fupport them

in putting their mutinous defigns in ex-

ecution, and aflerting their claim to a

lawlefs exemption from the authority

of their officers, which they pretended

muft ceafe with the lofs of the fhip.

But of tbefe arms, which we flood in

great need of, they were foon bereaved,

upon coming afhore, by the refolution

of captain Cheap and lieutenant Hamil-

ton of the marines. Among thefe mu-

tineers which had been left on board, as

I obferved before, was the boatfwain ;

who, inftead of exerting the authority he

had over the reft, to keep them within

bounds



bounds as much as poffible, was himfelf

a ringleader in their riot : him, without

refped to the figure
he then made, for he

was in laced cloaths, captain Cheap, by a

blow well laid on with his cane, felled

to the ground. It was fcarce pof-

fible to refrain from laughter at the

whimfical appearance thefe fellows made,

who, having rifled the chefts of the offi-

cers beft fuits, had put them on over

their greafy trowfers and dirty checked

fhirts. They were foon ilripped of their

finery, as they had before been obliged

to refign their arms.

The inceflant rains, and exceeding

cold weather in this climate, rendered it

impoffible for us to fubfiil long with-

out flicker ; and the hut being much tcoo
little to receive us all, it was neceflary to

fall upon fome expedient, without de-

lay, which might ferve our purpofe:

accordingly the gunner, carpenter, and

forne more, turning the cutter keel up-

wards,



wards, and fixing it upon props, made

no defpicable habitation. Having thus

eftabl ifhed fome fort of fettlement, we

had the more leifure to look about us,

and to make our refearches with greater

accuracy than we had before, after fuch

fupplies as the mod defolate coafts

are feltlom unfurnifhed with. Accord-

ingly we foon provided ourfelves with

fome fea-fowl, and found limpets, muf-

cles, and other fhell-fifh in tolerable

abundance ; but this rummaging of the

fliore was now becoming extremely irk-

fome to thofe who had any feeling, by

the bodies of our drowned people thrown

among the rocks, fome of which were

hideous fpeftacles, from the mangled

condition they were in by the violent

furf that drove in upon the coaft.

Thefe horrors were overcome by the

diftrefles of our people, who were even

glad of the occafion of killing the galli-

jiazo (the carrion crow of that country)

while



while preying on thefe carcafles, in order

to make a meal of them. But a provi-

fion by no means proportionable to the

number of mouths to be fed could, by

our utmoft induftry,
be acquired from

that pare of the iiland we had hitherto

traverfed : therefore, till we were in a

capacity of making more diftant excur-

fions, the wreck was to be applied to, as

often as poflible, for fuch fupplies as

could be got out of her. But as this was

a very precarious fund in its prefent fitu-

ation, and at beft could not laft us long;

confidering too that it was very uncer-

tain how long we might be detained

upon this iiland ; the ftores and provifion

we were fo fortunate as to retrieve, were

not only to be dealt out with the moft

frugal oeconomy, but a fufficient quan-*

tity, if poflible, laid by, to fit us out,

whenever we could agree upon any me-

thod of tranfporting ourfelves from this

dreary fpot. The difficulties we had to

encounter



encounter in thefc vifits to the wreck,

cannot be eafily defcribed ; for no part of

it being above water except the quarter-

deck and part of the fore-caftle, we were

ufually obliged to purchafe fuch things

as were within reach, by means of large

hooks fattened to poles, in which bufi-

nefs we were much incommoded by the

dead bodies floating between decks.

In order to fecure what we thus got

in a manner to anfwer the ends and

purpofes above-mentioned, captain Cheap

ordered a (tore-tent to be erected near

his hut, as a repofitory, from which no-

thing was to be dealt out, but in the

meafure and proportion agreed upon by
the officers ; and though it was very hard

upon us petty officers, who were fatigued

with hunting all day in queft of food,

to defend this tent from invafion by night,

no other means could be devifed for this

purpofe fo effectual as the committing

this charge to our care ; and we were ac-

cordingly



cordingly ordered to divide the tafk

equally between us. Yet, notwithftand-

ing our utmoft vigilance and care, fre-

quent robberies were committed upon
our truft, the tent being acceffible in more

than one place. And one night, when

I had the watch, hearing a ftir within,

I came unawares upon the thief, and

prefenting a piftol to his breaft, obliged

him to fubmit to be tied up to a poft,
till

I had an opportunity of fecuring him

more effe<5tually. Depredations conti-

nued to be made on our referved ftock,

notwithstanding the great hazard attend-

ing fuch attempts ; for our common fafety

made it neceflary to punifh them with

the utmoft rigour. This will not be

wondered at, when it is known how

little the allowance which might confift-

ently be difpenfed from thence, was pro-

portionable to our common exigencies;

fo that our daily and nightly tafk of

roving after food, was not in the leaft

relaxed
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relaxed thereby ; and all put together

was fo far from anfwering our neceffi-

ties, that many at this time perifhed

with hunger. A boy, when no other

eatables could be found, having picked

up the liver of one of the drowned men

(whofe carcafe had been torn to pieces

by the force with which the fea drove

it among the rocks) was with difficulty

withheld from making a meal of it. The

men were fo affiduous in their refearch
%

after the few things which drove from the

wreck, that in order to have no fliarers

of their good fortune, they examined

the (hore no lefs by night than by day j

fo that many of thofe who were lefs

alert, or not fo fortunate as their neigh-

bours, perifhed with hunger, or were

driven to the laft extremity. It muft

be obferved that on the i 4th of May we

were caft away, and it was not till the

twenty-fifth of this month, that provifion

was ferved regularly from the ftore-tent.

The
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The land we were now fettled upon

was about 90 leagues to the northward

of the weftern mouth of the ftreights of

Magellan, in the latitude of between 47

and 48 fouth, from whence we could

plainly fee the Cordilleras ; and by two

Lagoons on the north and fouth of us,

ftretching towards thofe mountains, we

conjectured it was an ifland. But as yet

we had no means of informing ourfelves

perfectly, whether it was an ifland or the

main ; for befides that the inland parts

at little diftance from us feemed imprac-

ticable,from the exceeding great thicknefs

of the wood, we had hitherto been in fuch

confufion and want (each finding full

employment for his time, in fcraping to-

gether a wretched fubfiftence, and pro-

viding Ihelter againft the cold and rain)

that no party could be formed to go up-

on difcoveries. The climate and fea-

fon too were utterly unfavourable to ad-

venturers, and the coaft, as far as our

eye
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eye could ftretch feaward, a fcene of fucli

difmal breakers as would difcourage the

moil daring from making attempts in

fmall boats. Nor were we aflifted in

our enquiries by any obfervation that

could be made from that eminence we

called Mount Mifery, toward land, our

profpeft that way being intercepted by

ftill higher hills and lofty woods : we

had therefore no other expedient, by

means of which to come at this know-

ledge, but by fitting out one of our fhip's

boats upon fome difcovery, to inform us

of our fituation. Our long-boat was

ftill on board the wreck j therefore a

number of hands were now difpatched

to cut the gunwale of the fhip, in order

to get her out. Whilft we were em-

ployed in this bufinefs, there appeared

three canoes of Indians paddling towards

us : they had come round the point from

the foilthem Lagoons. It was fome

time before we could prevail upon them

to
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to lay afide their fears and approach us;

which at length they were induced to do

by the figns of friendfliip we made them,

and by fhewing fome bale-goods, which

they accepted, and fuffered themfelves

to be conducted to the captain, who made

them, likewife, fome prefents. They
were ftrangely affefted with the novelty

thereof; but chiefly when fhewn the

looking-glafs, in which the beholder

could not conceive it to be his own face

that was reprefented, but that of fome

other behind it, which he therefore went

round to the back of the glafs to find out.

Thefe people were of a fmall ftature,

very fwarthy, having long, black, coarfe

hair, hanging over their faces. Ic was

evident, from their great furprife, and

every part of their behaviour, as well as

their not having one thing in their pof-

feffion which could be derived from

white people, that they had never feen

fuch. Their cloathing was nothing but a

D bit
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bit of fome bead's fkin about their waifts

?

and fomething woven from feathers over

the flioulders ; and as they uttered no

word of any language we had ever heard,

nor had any method of making them-

felves underftood, we prefumed they

could have had no intercourfe with Eu-

ropeans. Thefe favages, who upon their

departure left us a few mufcles, returned

In two days, and furprifed us by bring-

ing three flieep. From whence they

could procure thefe animals in a part of

the world fo diftant from any Spanifh

fettlement, cut off from all communica-

tion with the Spaniards by an inacceffible

coaft and unprofitable country, is diffi-

cult to conceive. Certain it is, that we

faw no fuch creatures, nor ever heard

of any fuch, from the Streights of Ma-

gellan, till we got into the neighbour-

hood of Chiloe : it muft be by fome

ftrange accident that thefe creatures came

into their pofleffion ; but what that was,

we



we never could learn from them, Ac

this interview we bartered with them

for a dog or two, which we roafted

and eat. In a few days after, they made

us another vifit, and bringing their

wives with them, took up their abode

with us for forne days ; then again left us.

Whenever the weather permitted,

which was now grown fomething drier,

but exceeding cold, we employed our-

felves about the wreck, from which we

had, at fundry times, recovered feveral

articles of provifion and liquor : thefe

were depofited in the ftore-tent. Ill-

humour and difcontent, from the diffi-

culties we laboured under in procuring

fubfiftence, and the little profpeci there

was of any amendment in our condition,

was now breaking out apace. In fome

it fhewed itfelf by a feparation of fettle-

rnent and habitation ; in others, by a refo-

lution of leaving the captain entirely,

and making a wild journey by them-

D 2 felves,



felves, without determining upon any

plan whatever. For my own part, feeing

it was the fafliion, and liking none of

their parties, I built a little hut juft big

enough for myfelf and a poor Indian dog

I found in the woods, who could fhift

for himfelf along fliore, at low water,

by getting limpets. This creature grew

fo fond of me and faithful, that he

would fuffer nobody to come near the

hut without biting them. Befides thofe

feceders I mentioned, fome laid a fcheme

of deferring us entirely : thefe were in

number ten ; the greateft part of them a

moft defperate and abandoned crew, who,

to ftrike a notable ftroke before they went

off, placed half a barrel of gunpowder

.clofe to the' captain's hut, laid a train to it,

and were juft preparing to perpetrate

their wicked defign of blowing up their

commander, when they were with diffi-

culty difluaded from it by one who had

fome bowels and remorfe of confcience

8 left
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left in him. Thefe wretches, after ram-

bling fome time in the woods, and find-

ing it impracticable to get off, for they

were then convinced that we were not

upon the main, as they had imagined

when they firft left us, but upon an

ifland within four or five leagues of it,

returned and fettled about a league from

us ; however, they were ftill determined,

as foon as they could procure craft fit

for their purpofe, to get to the main.

But before they could effecft this, we

found means to prevail upon the ar-

mourer and one of the carpenter's

crew, two very ufeful men to us, who

had imprudently joined them, to come

over again to their duty. The reft, (one

or two excepted) having built a punt,

and converted the hull of one of the

fhip's mails into a canoe, went away

up one of the Lagoons, arid never were

heard of more.

Thefe being a defperate and factious

fet,
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fet, did not diftrefs us much by their de-

parture, but rather added to our future

fecurity : one in particular, James Mit-

chell by name, we had all the reafon in

the world to think had committed no lefs

than two murders fmce the lofs of our

fliip ; one on the perfon found ftrangled

on board, another on the body of a man

whom we difcovered among fome buihes

upon Mount Mifery, ftabbed in feveral

places, and fhockingly mangled. This

diminution of our numbers was fuc-

ceeded by an unfortunate accident much

more afFefting in its confequences, I

mean the death of Mr. Cozens, midfliip-

man ; in relating which with the necef-

fary impartiality and exaftnefs, I think

niyfelf obliged to be more than ordinary

particular. Having one day, among other

things, got a cafk of peafe out of the

wreck, about which I was almoft con-

ftantly employed, I brought it to {Lore

in the yawl ? when having landed
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it, the captain came down upon the beach,

and bid me to go up to fome of the tents

and order hands to come down and roll it

up ; but finding none except Mr. Cozens,

I delivered him the orders, who imme-

diately came down to the captain, where

I left them when I returned to the wreck.

Upon my coming on Ihore again, I

found that Mr. Cozens was put under

confinement by the captain, for being

drunk and giving him abufive language;

however, he was foon after releafed. A

day or two after he had fome difpute with

the furgeon, and came to blows: all thefe

things incenfed the captain greatly

againft him. I believe this unfortunate

man was kept warm with liquor, and fet

on by fome ill-defigning perfons ; for,

when fober, I never knew a better na-

tured man, or one more inoffenfive.

Some little time after, at the hour of

ferving provifions, Mr. Cozens was at the

ftore tent \ and having, it feexns, lately

D 4 had
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had a quarrel with the purfer, and now

fome words arifmg between them, the
9

latter told him he was come to mutiny ;
*

and without any further ceremony fired

a piftol at his head, which narrowly

miffed him. The captain, hearing the

report of the piftol. and perhaps the pur-

fer's words, that Cozens was come to mu-

tiny, ran out of his hut with a cocked

piftol in his hand, and, without afking

any queftions, immediately fliot him

through the head. I was at this time in

my hut, as the weather was extremely

bad ; but running out upon the alarm of

this firing, the firft thing I faw was Mr.

Cozens on the ground, weltering in his

blood: he wa fenfible, and took me by

the hand, as he did feveral others, fliaking

his head, as if he meant to take leave of

us. If Mr. Cozens' behaviour to his

captain was indecent and provoking, the

captain's, on the other hand, was rafli

hafty: if the firft was wanting in

that
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that refpeft and obfervance which is due

from a petty officer to his commander,

the latter was ftill more unadvifed in the

method he took for the enforcement of

his authority ; of which, indeed, he was

jealous to the lafl degree, and which he

faw daily declining, and ready to be

trampled upon. His miftaken appre-

henfion of a mutinous defign in Mr. Co-

zens, the fole motive of this rafli action,

was fo far from anfwering the end he

propofed by it, that the men, who before

were much difTatisfied and uneafy, were

by this unfortunate ftep thrown almoft

into open fedition and revolt. It was

evident that the people, who ran out of

their tents, alarmed by the report of fire-

arms, though they difguifed their real

fentiments for the prefent, were extremely

affected at this caraftrophe of Mr. Cozens

(for he was greatly beloved by them) :

their minds were now exafperated, and

it was to be apprehended, that their re-

fen tmen t,
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fentment, which was fmothered for

the prefent, would fhortly fhew itfelf

in fome defperate enterprife. The un-

happy viftim, who lay weltering in his

blood on the ground before them, feemed

to abforb their whole attention ; the eyes

of all were fixed upon him ; and vifible

marks of the deepeft concern appeared in

the countenances of the fpedrtators. The

perfuafion the captain was under, at the

time he fliot Mr. Cozens, that his inten-

tions were mutinous, together with a

jealoufy of the diminution of his au-

thority, occalioned alfo his behaving with

lefs compaffion and tendernefs towards

him afterwards than was confiflent with

the unhappy condition of the poor fuf-

ferer : for when it was begged as a fa-

vour by his mefs-rnates, that Mr. Cozens

might be removed to their tent, though a

neceflary thing in his dangerous fitua-

tion, yet it was not permitted ;
but the

oor wretch was fuffered to languifli on

i the
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the ground fome days, with no other co-

vering than a bit of canvas thrown over

fome buihes, where he died. But to

return to our ftory : the captain, addref-

fmg himfelf to the people thus aflem-

bled, told them, that it was his refolu-

tion to maintain his command over

them as ufual, which ftill remained in as

much force as ever ; and then ordered

them all to return to their refpedttve tents,

with which order they inflantly com-

plied. Now we had faved the long-boat

from the wreck, and got it in our po

feffion, there was nothing that feemed

fo necefiarjr towards the advancing

our delivery from this defolate place,

as the new modelling this veflel fo as to

have room for all thofe who were inclined

to go off in her, and to put her in a con-

dition to bear the ftormy feas we muft of

courfe encounter. We therefore hauled

her up, and having placed her upon

blocks, fawed her in two, in order to

lengthen
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lengthen her about twelve feet by'the keel,

For this purpofe, all thofe who could be

fpared from the more immediate talk of

procuring fubiiftence, were employed in
i

fitting and lhaping timber as the carpen-

ter diredted them ; I fay, in procuring fub-

liftence, becaufe the weather lately having

been very tempeftuous, and the wreck

working much, had difgorged a great

part of her contents, which were every

where difperfed about the fhore.

We now fent frequent parties up the

Lagoons, which fometimes fucceeded in

getting forne fea-fowl for us. The In-

dians appearing again in the offing, we

put off our yawl, in order to fruftrate

any defign they might have of going up
the Lagoon towards the deferters, who

would have availed themfelves of fome

of their canoes to have got upon the

main. Having conducted them in, we

found that their intention was to fettle

among us, for they had brought their

wives
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wives and children with them, in all

about fifty perfons, who immediately fet

about building themfelves wigwams,

and feemed much reconciled to our

company ; and, could we have entertained

them as we ought, they would have been

of great affiftance to us, who were yet

extremely put to it to fubfift ourfelves,

being a hundred in number; but the

men, now fubjeft to little or no comroul,

endeavoured to feduce their wives, which

gave the Indians fuch offence, that in a

fhort time they found means to depart,

taking every thing along with them ;

and we being fenfible of the caufe, never

expeded to fee them return again. The

carpenter having made fome progrefs in

his work upon the long-boat, in which

he was enabled to proceed tolerably, by

the tools and other articles of his bufi-

nefs retrieved from the wreck, the men

began to think of the courfe they fliould

take to get home ; or rather, having bor-

rowed



iowed Sir John Narborough's Voyage of

captain Cheap, by the application of Mr,

Bulkely, which book he faw me reading

one day in my tent, they, immediately

upon perilling it, concluded upon mak-

ing their voyage home by the Streights

of Magellan. This plan was propofcd to

the captain, who by no means approved

of it, his defign being to go northwards,

with a view of feizing a fhip of the ene-

my's, by which means he might join the

commodore : at prefent, therefore, here it

refted. But the men were in high fpi-

rits from the profpedl they had of get-

ting off in the long-boat, overlooking

all the difficulties and hazards of a voy-

age almoft impracticable, and careffing

the carpenter, who indeed was an excel-

lent workman, and deferved all the

encouragement they could give him. The

Indians having left us, and the weather

continuing tempeftuous and rainy, the

diftrefTesof the people, for want of food,

became



( 47 )

became infupportable. Our number,

which was at firft 145, was now reduced

to TOO, and chiefly by famine, which

put the reft upon all fliifts and devices to

fupport themfelves. One day, when I

was at home in my hut with my Indian

dog, a party came to my door, and told

me their neceilities were fuch, that

they mufl eat the creature or ftarve.

Though their plea was urgent, I could

not help ufmg fome arguments to en-

deavour to diffuade them from killing

him, as his faithful fervices and fond-
s

nefs deferved it at my hands ; but, with-

out weighing my arguments, they took

him away by force and killed him ; up-

on which, thinking that I had at leaft as

good a right to a lhare as the reft, I fat

down with them, and partook of their

repaft. Three weeks after that I was glad

to make a meal of his paws and fkin,

which, upon recollecting the fpot

where they had killed him, I found

thrown
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thrown afide and rotten. The preffing

calls of hunger drove our men to their

wits end, and put them upon a variety of

devices to fatisfy it. Among the inge-

nious this way, one Phips, a boatfwain's

mate, having got a water puncheon,

fcuttled it ; then lathing two logs, one on

each fide, fet out in queft of adventures in

this extraordinary and original piece of

imbarkation. By this means he would

frequently, when all the reft were ftarv-

ing, provide himfelf with wild-fowl ; and

it muft have been very bad weather in-

deed which could deter him from put-

ting out to fea when his occafions re-

quired. Sometimes he would venture

far out in the offing, and be abfent the

whole day : at laft, it was his misfortune,

at a great diftance from fliore, to be over-

fet by a heavy fea ; but being near a rock,

though no fwimmer, he managed fo as

to fcramble to it, and with great difficulty

afcended it : there he remained two

days
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with very little hopes of any relief, for

he was too far off to be feen from iliore >

but fortunately a boat, having put off

and gone in queft of wild-fowl that way,

difcovered him making fuch fignals as

he was able, and brought him back to

the ifland. But this accident did not fo

difcourage him but that foon after, hav-

ing procured an ox's hide, ufed on board

for fifting powder, and called a gunner's

hide, by the affiftance of fome hoops he

formed fomething like a canoe, in which

he made feveral fuccefsful voyages.

When the weather would permit us, we

feldom failed of getting fome wild-fowl,

though never in any plenty, by putting

off with our boats ; but this moil inhof-

pitable climate is not only deprived of

the fun for the moft part, by a thick,

rainy atmofphere, but is alfo vifited by
almoft inceffant tempefts. It muft be

confefled, we reaped fome benefit from

thefe hard gales and overgrown feas,

E which



which drove leveral things afhore ; bnt

there was no dependance on fuch acci-

dental relief ; and we were always alert

to avail ourfelves of every interval of

fair weather, though fo little to be de-

pended on, that we were often unex-

pectedly and to our peril overtaken by a

fudden change. In one of our excur-

fions I, with two more, in a wretched

punt of our own making, had no fooner

landed at our ftation upon a high rock,

than the punt wras driven loofe by a fud-

den fquall ; and had not one of the men,

at the rifk of his life, jumped into the

fea and fwamon board her, we muft in

all probability have periflied; for we were

more than three leagues from the ifland

at the time. Among the birds we ge-

nerally ihot, was the painted goofe,

whole plumage is variegated with the

mod lively colours ; and a bird much

larger than a goofe, which we called the

racehorfe, from the velocity with which

it
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it moved upon the furface of the water,

in a fort of half flying, half running mo-

tion. But we were not fo fuccefsful in

our endeavours by land ; for though we

fometimes got pretty far into the woods,

we met with very few birds in all our

walks. We never faw but three wood-

cocks, two of which were killed by Mr.

Hamilton, and one by myfelf. Thefe,

with fonie humming-birds, and a large

kind of robin redbreaft, were the

only feathered inhabitants of this

illand, excepting a fmall bird with twd

Very long feathers in his tail, which

was generally feen amongft the rocks,

and was fo tame, that I have had them

reft upon my flioulder wliilfl I have

been gathering (hell- fi(h. Indeed, we

were vifited by many birds of prey,

fome very large; but thcfe only occafion-

ally, and, as we imagined, allured by

fome dead whale in the neighbourhood,

Vrhich was once feen* However, if we

E 2 were



were fo fortunate as to kill one of them,.

we thought ourfelves very well off. In

one of my walks, feeing a bird of this

latter kind upon an eminence, I endea-

voured to come upon it unperceived

with my gun, by means of the woods

which lay at the back of that eminence ;

but when I had proceeded fo far in the

wood as to think I was in a line with it,

I heard a growling clofe by me, which

made me think it advifable to re-

tire as foon as poffible : the woods were

fo gloomy I could fee nothing ; but as I

retired, this noife followed me clofe till

I had got out of them. Some of our

men did allure me, that they had feen a

very large beail in the woods ; but their

defcription of it was too imperfeft to be

relied upon. The wood here is chiefly

of the aromatic kind ; the iron wood, a

wood of a very deep red hue, and another,

of an exceeding bright yellow. All the

low fpots are very fwampy j but what

we
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\ve thought ftrange, upon the fummits

of the higheft hills were found beds of

fliells, a foot or two thick.

The long-boat being near finifhed,

fome of our company were felefted to go .

out in the barge, in order to reconnoitre

the coaft to the fouthward, which might
affift us in the navigation we were go-

ing upon. This party confided of Mr.

Bulkely, Mr. Jones, the purfer, myfelf,

and ten men. The firfc night, we put

into a good harbour, a few leagues to

the fouthward of Wager's Ifland ; where

finding a large bitch big with puppies,

we regaled upon them. In this expedi-
/ \

tion we had our ufual bad weather, and

breaking feas, which were grown to fuch

a height the third day, that we were ob-

liged, through diftrefs, to pufli in at the

firft inlet we faw at hand. This we had

no fooner entered, than we were pre-

fented with a view of a fine bay, in

which having fecured the barge, we

E 3 went



went afliorie ;
but the weather being very

rainy, and finding nothing to fubfift

upon, we pitched a bell tent, which we

had brought with us, in the wood oppo-

fite to where the barge lay. As this

tent was not large enough to con-

tain us all, I propofed to four of the

people, to go to the end of the bay?

about two miles diilant from the bell

tent, to occupy the fkeleton of an old

Indian wigwam, which I had difcovered

in a walk that way upon our firft land-

ing. This we covered to windward

with fea-weed ; and lighting a fire, laid

ourfelves down, in hopes of finding a

remedy for our hunger in fleep ; buf

we had not long compofed ourfelves be-

fore one of our company was dif-

turbed by the blowing of feme animal

at his face, and upon opening his eyes,

was not a little aftoniflied to fee, by the

glimmering of the fire, a large beaft

ftanding over him. He had prefence of

niind
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mind enough to fnatch a brand from the

fire, which was now very low, and thruft

it at the nofe of the animal, who there-

upon made off: this done, the man

awoke us, and related, with horror in

his countenance, the narrow efcape he

had of being devoured. But though

we were under no fmall apprehenfions

of another vifit from this animal, yet

our fatigue and heavinefs was greater

than our fears ; and we once more com-

pofed ourfelves to reft, and flept the re-

mainder of the night without any fur-

ther difturbance. In the morning, we

were not a little anxious to know how

our companions had fared ; and this

anxiety was increafed upon tracing the

footfteps of the beaft in the fand, in a di-

redlion towards the bell teqt. The im^

preffion was deep and plain, of a large

round foot well furniftied with claws.

Upon our acquainting the people in

the tent with the circurnftances of our

E 4 ftory,



ftory, we found that they too, had

been vifited by the fame unwelcome

gueft, which they had driven away by

much the fame expedient. We now re-

turned from this cruife, with a ftrong

gale, to Wager's ifland ; having found it

impracticable to make farther difcoveries

in the barge, on fo dangerous a coafl,

and in fuch heavy feas. Here we foon

difcoverecl, by the quarters of dogs

hanging up, that the Indians had

brought a frefli fupply to our market.

Upon enquiry, we found that there had

been fix canoes of them, who, among
other methods of taking fifh, had taught

their dogs to drive the fifh into a corner

of fome pond, or lake, from whence

they were eafily taken out, by the fkill

and addrefs of thefe favages. The old

cabal, during our abfence, had been fre-

quently revived ; the debates of which

generally ended in riot and drunkennefs.

This cabal was chiefly held in a large

tent,
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tent, which the people belonging to it

had taken fome pains to make fnug and

convenient, and lined with bales of

broad cloth driven from the wreck.

Eighteen of the ftouteft fellows of

the fhip's company had
pofTeffion

of

this tent, from whence were difpatch-

ed committees to the captain, with

the refolutions they had taken with

regard to their departure ; but oft-

ener for liquor. Their determination

was to go in the long-boat to the fouth-

ward, by the Streights of Magellan ; and

the point they were labouring, was to

prevail upon the captain to accompany

them. But though he had fixed upon a

quite different plan, which was to go to

the northward, yet he thought it politic,

at prefent, feemingly to acquiefce with

them, in order to keep them quiet.

When they began to ftipulate with him,

that he fliould be under fome reftric-

tions in point of command, and fhould

do
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do nothing without confulting his offi-

cers, he infifted upon the full exercife of

his authority, as before. This broke

all rneafures between them, and they

were from, this time determined he

fhould go with them, whether he would

qr no. A better pretence they could

not have for effecting this defign, than

the unfortunate affair of Mr. Cozens ;

which they therefore made ufe of for

feizing his perfon, and putting him un-

der confinement, in order to bring him

to his trial in England. The long-boat

was now launched, and ready for failing,

and all the men embarked, except cap-

tain Pemberton, with a party of marines,

who drew them up upon the beach

with intent to conduft captain Cheap

on board ; but he was at length per-

fuaded to detift from this refolution by

Mr. Bulkly. The men too, finding

they were ftraitened for room, and that

their flock of provifion would not ad-
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liiit of their taking fupernumeraries

aboard, were now no lefs ftrenuous for

his enlargement, and being left to his

option of flaying behind. Therefore,

after having diftributed their fliare in

the referved ftock of provifion, which

was very fmall, we departed, leaving

captain Cheap, Mr. Hamilton of the ma-

rines, and the furgeon, upon the ifland.

I had all along been in the dark as to

the turn this affair would take ; and not

in the leaft fufpedting but that it was

determined captain Cheap fhould be

taken with us, readily embarked under

that perfuafion ; but when I found that

this defign, which was fo ferioufly car-

ried on to the lafl, was fuddenly dropped,

J was determined, upon the firft opportu-

nity, to leave them ; which was at this

inftant impoffible for me to do, the long-

boat lying iome diftance off fhore, at an-

chor. We were in all eighty-one, when

e left the ifland, diftributed into the
>

*

Jong-
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long-boat, cutter, and barge $ fifty-nine

on board the firil, twelve in the fecond,

in the laft, ten. It was our purpofe to

put into fome harbour, if poffible, every

evening, as we were in no condition to

keep thofe terrible feas long ; for with-

out other affiftance, our ftock of provi-

vilions was no more than might have

been confumed in a few days ; our wa-

ter was chiefly contained in a few pow-

der-barrels 5 our flour was to be length-

ened out by a mixture of fea-weed ; and

our other fupplies depended upon the

fuccefs of our guns, and induftry among
the rocks. Captain Pemberton having

brought on board his men, we weighed ;

but by a fudden fquall of wind having

fplit our forefail, we with difficulty

cleared the rocks, by means of our boats,

bore away for a fandy bay, on the fouth

fide of the Lagoon, and anchored in ten

fathom. The next morning we got under

way 5 but it blowing hard at W. by N,

with
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with a great fwell, put into a fmall bay

again, well fheltered by a ledge of rocks

without us. At this time, it was

thought neceffary to fend the barge

away back to Cheap's bay, for fome

fpare canvas, which was imagined would

be foon wanted. I thought this a good

opportunity of returning, and therefore

made one with thofe who .went upon
this bufinefs in the barge. We were no

fooner clear of the long-boat, than all

thofe in the boat with me declared they

had the fame intention. When we ar-

rived at the iiiand, we were extremely

welcome to captain Cheap. The next

day, I afked him leave to try if I could

prevail upon thofe in the long-boat to

give us our fliare of provifipn : this he

granted ; but faid if we went in the

barge, they would certainly take her

from us. I told him my defign was to

walk it, and only defired the boat might
land me upon the main, and wait for me

6 till
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till I came back. I had the moft dreadful

journey of it imaginable, through thick

woods and fwamps all the way ; but t

might as well have fpared rnyfelf that

trouble, as it was to no manner of pur-

pofe ; for they would not give me, nor

any one of us that left them, a fmgle

ounce of provifions of any kind. I there-

fore returned, and after that made a fe-

cond attempt $ but all in vain. They

even threatened, if we did not return

with the barge, they would fetch

her by force. It is impoflible to con-

ceive the diftrefled fituation we were

now in, at the time of the long-boat's

departure. I don't mention this event

as the occafion of it ; by which, if we

who were left on the ifland experienced

any alteration at all, it was for the better ;

and which, in all probability, had it been

deferred, might have been fatal to the

greatefl part of us ; but at this time, the

fubliftence on which we had hitherto de-

pended
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which was the fhell-fllli,

were every where, along fhore, eat up ;

and as to ftock faved from the wreck, it

may be gueffed what the amount of that

might be, when the (hare allotted to the

captain, lieutenant Hamilton, and the fur-

geon, was no more than fix pieces of beef,

as many of pork, and ninety pounds of

flour. As to myfelf, and thofe that left

the long-boat, it was the lead revenge

they thought they could take of us to

with-hold our provifion from us, though

at the fame time it was hard and un-

juft. For a day or two after our return,

there was fome little pittance dealt out to

us, yet it was upon the foot of favour ;

and we were foon left to our ufual in-

duilry for a farther fupply. This was

now exerted to very little purpofe, for

the reafon before affigned ; to which may
be added, the wreck was now blown

up, all her upper works gone, and no

hopes of any valuable driftage from her

7 for



for the future. A weed called flaugh,

fried in the tallow of fome candles we

had faved, and wild fellery, were our

only fare ; by which our ftrength was fo

much impaired, that we could fcarcely

crawl. It was my misfortune too, to

labour under a fevere flux, by which !

was reduced to a very feeble ftate ; fo

that in attempting to traverfe the rocks

in fearch of fhell-fifh, I fell from one in-

to very deep water, and with difficulty

faved my life by fwimming. As the

captain was now freed, by the departure

of the long boat, from the riotous appli-

cations, menaces, and diflurbance of an

unruly crew, and left at liberty to fol-

low the plan be had refoived upon, of

going northward, he began to think

ferioufly of putting it in execution ; in

order to which, a mefTage was fent to

the deferters, who had feated themfelves

on the other fide of the neighbouring

Lagoon, to found them, whether they

were
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were inclined to join the captain in his

undertaking ; and if they were, to bring

them over to him. For this fett, the

party gone off in the long-boat had

left an half allowance proportion of the

common ftock of proviiion. Thefe men,

upon the propofal, readily agreed to join

their commander ; and being conducted

to him, increafed our number to twenty.

The boats which remained in our pof-

feffion to carry off all thefe people,

were only the barge and yawl, two very

crazy bottoms ; the broadfide of the laft

was entirely out, and the firft had fuffer-

ed much in variety of bad weather ilie

had gone through, and was much out

of repair. And now our carpenter

was gone from us, we had no re-

medy for thefe misfortunes, but the

little Hull we had gained from him.

However, we made tolerable fliift to

patch up the boats for our purpofe. In

the height of our diftrefles, when hunger,

F which
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which feems to include and abfbrb all

others, was moft prevailing, we were

cheared with the appearance, once more,

of our friendly Indians, as we thought,

from whom we hoped for fome relief ?>

but as the confideration was wanting, for

which alone they would part with their

commodities, we were not at all benefited

By their ftay, which was very (hort. The

little referve too of flour made by the

captain for our fea-ftock when we fliould

leave the ifland, was now diminished by

theft : the thieves, who were three of our

men, were however foon difcovered, and

two of them apprehended
-

f but the

third made his efcape to the woods.

Confidering the preffing ftate of our ne-

ceflities, this theft was looked upon as a

moft heinous crime, and therefore re-

quired an extraordinary punifliment : ac-

cordingly the captain ordered thefe delin-

quents to be feverely whipped, and then to

be baniflied to an ifland at fome diftance

from.



from us ; but before this latter part of

the fentcnce could be put in execution,

one of them fled ; but the other was put

alone upon a barren ifland, which af-

forded not the leaft flielter ; however, we,

in compafllon, and contrary to order,

patched him up a bit of a hut, and

kindled him a fire, and then left the poor

wretch to fhift for himfelf. In two or

three daysafter, going to the ifland in our

boat with fome little refreftiment, fuch as

our miferable circumftances would admit

of, and with an intent of bringing him

back, we found him dead and ftifif. I was

now reduced to the lowed condition by my
illnefs, which was increafed by the vile

fluff I eat, when we were favoured by a

fair day, a thing very extraordinary in

this climate. We inftantly took the ad-

vantage of it, and once more vifited the
i

laft remains of the wreck, her bottom.

Here our pains were repaid with the

great good fortune of hooking up three

F 2 calks
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cailcs of beef, which were brought fafe to

ihore. This providential fupply could

not have happened at a more feafonable

time than now, when we were afflicted

with the greateft dearth we had ever ex-

perienced, and the little ftrength we had

remaining was to be exerted in our en-

deavours to leave the ifland. Accord*

ingly we toon found a remedy for our

ficknefs, which was nothing but the ef-

fefts of famine, and were greatly reflored

by food. The provifion was equally

diftributed among us all, and ferved us

for the remainder of our ftay here.

We began to grow extremely impa-

tient to leave the ifland, as the days were

now nearly at their longeft, and about

midfummer in thefe parts ; but as to the

weather, there feems to be little difference

in a difference of feafons. Accordingly,

on the i ^th of December, the day being

tolerable, we told captain Cheap we

thought it a fine opportunity to run
LJ j.

_
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fccrofs the bay. But he firft defired two

or three of us to accompany him to our

place of obfervation, the top of Mount

Mifery ; when looking through his per-

fpective, he obferved to us that the fea

ran very high without. However, this

had no weight with the people, who

were defircus, at all events, to be gone.

I iliould here obferve, that captain

Cheap's plan was, if poflible, to get to

the ifland of Chiloe ; and if we found

any veflel there, to board her imme-

diately, and cut her out. This he might

certainly have done with eafe, had it

been his good fortune to get round with

.the boats. We now launched both boats,

and got every thing on board of them as

quick as poflible. Captain Cheap, the

furgeon, and myfelf, were in the barge

with nine men ; and lieutenant Hamil-

ton and Mr. Campbell in the -yawl with

fix. 1 fleered the barge, and Mr, Camp-
.bell the yawl ;

but we had not been two

F 3 hours



hours at fea before the wind fhifted

more to the weftward, and began to blow

very hard, and the fea ran extremely high ;

fo that we could no longer keep our

heads towards the cape or headland we

had defigned for. This cape we had

had a view of in one of the intervals of

fair weather, during our abode on the

iflandjfrom Mount Mifery; and it feem-

ed to be diftant between twenty and

thirty leagues from us. We were now

obliged to bear away right before the
i

wind. Thongh the yawl was not far

from us, we could fee nothing of her,

except now and then, upon the top of a

mountainous fea. In both the boats,

the men were obliged to fit as clofe as

poflible, to receive the feas on their backs,

to prevent their filling us, which was

what we every moment expected. We
were obliged to throw every thing over-

board to lighten the boats, all our beef,

and even the grapnel, to prevent finking.

Night
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was coming on, and we were

running on a lee-fhore fail, where the

fea broke in a frightful manner. Not

one amongft tis imagined it poffible for

boats to live in fuch a fea. In this fitu-

ation, as we neared the fhore, expecting

to be beat to pieces by the firfl breaker,

we perceived a fmall opening between

the rocks, which we Hood for, and found

a very narrow paflage between them,

which brought us into a harbour for the

boats as calm and fmooth as a mill-

pond. The yawl had got in before us,

and our joy was great at meeting again

after fo unexpe&ed a deliverance. Here

we fecured the boats, and afcended a

rock. It rained exceffively hard all the

firft part of the night, and was extremely

cold ; and though we had not a dry

thread about us, and no wood could

be found for firing, we were obliged to

pafs the night in that uncomfortable fitu-

ation, without any covering, ftiivering

F 4 in
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in our wet cloaths. The froft coming

on with the morning, it was impoffible

for any of us to get a moment's fleep ,

and having flung overboard our provi-

fion the day before, there being no pro-

fpedl of finding any thing to eat on this

coaft, in the morning we pulled out of

the cove ; but found fo great a fea with-

out, that we could make but little of it.

Afcer tugging all day, towards night

we put in among fome fmall iflands,

landed upon one of them, and found it

g. mere fwamp. As the weather was

the fame, we paJGTed this night much as

we had done the preceding ; fea-tangle

was all we could get to eat at firft, but

the next day we had better luck ; the

furgeon (hot a goofe, and we found ma-

terials for a good fire. We were con-

fined here three or four days, the weather

all that time proving fo bad that we
i

could not put cut. As foon as it grew

moderate, we left this place, and fhaped

our
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our courfe to the northward ; and per-

ceiving a large opening between very

high land and a low point, we fleered

for it ;
and when got that length, found

a large bay, down which we rowed, flat-

tering ourfelves there might be a paflage

that way ; but towards night we came to

the bottom of the bay, and finding no

outlet, we were obliged to return the

fame way we came, having met with no-

thing the whole day to alleviate our

hunger.

Next night we put into a little cove,

which, from the great quantity of red-

wood found there, we called Redwood

Cove. Leaving this place in the morn-

ing, we had the wind foutherly, blowing

freih, by which we made much way
that day, to the northward. Towards

evening we were in with a pretty large

ifland. Putting afhore on it, we found

it cloathed with the fineft trees we had

ever feen, their ftems running up to a

prodi-
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prodigious height, without knot or

branch, and as ftrait as cedars : the leaf

of thefe trees refembled the myrtle leaf,

only fomewhat larger. I have feen trees

larger than thefe in circumference, on

the coaft of Guinea, and there only ; but

for a length of flem, which gradually

tapering, I have no where met with any

to compare to them. The wood was of

a hard fubftance, and if not too heavy,

would have made good mafts; the dimen-

fions of fome of thefe trees being equal

to a main-maft of a firfl rate man of

war. The fhore was covered with drift

wood of a very large fize ; moft of it

cedar, which makes a brifk fire ; but is

fo fubjecft to fnap and fly, that when we

waked in the morning, after a found

fleep, we found our cloaths finged in

many places with the fparks, and co-

vered with fplinters.

The next morning being calm, we

rowed out ; but as foon as clear of the

iflandj
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ifland, we found a great fwell from the

weftward ;
we rowed to the bottom of

a very large bay, which was to the

northward of us, the land very low, and

we were in hopes of finding fome inlet

through, but did not ; fo kept along

fliore to the weftward. This part, which

I take to be above fifty leagues from

Wager Ifland, is the very bottom of the

large bay it lays in. Here was the only

paflage to be found, which (if we could

by any means have got information of

it)
would have faved us much fruitlefs

labour. Of this pafluge I fhall have oc-

cafion to fay more hereafter.

Having at this time an ofF-{hore wind,

we kept the land dole on board, till we

came to a head land : it was near night

before we got a-breaft of the head-land,

and opening it difcovered a very large

bay to the northward, and another head-

land to the weftward, at a great diftance.

We endeavoured to cut fliort our paflage

to
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to it by crofling, which is very feldom

to be effected, in thefe over-grown feas,

by boats : and this we experienced now ;

for the wind fpringing up, and begin-

ning to blow frefh, we were obliged to

put back towards the firft head-land,

into a fmall cove, juft big enough to

Ihelter the two boats. Here an accident

happened that alarmed us much. After

fecuring our boats we climbed up a rock

fcarcely large enough to contain our

numbers : having nothing to eat, we

betook ourfelves to our ufual receipt for

hunger, which was going to fleep. We

accordingly made a fire, and flowed our-

felves round it as well as we could ; but

two of our men being incommoded for

want of room, went a little way from us,

into a fmall nook, over which a great

cliff hung, and ferved them fora canopy.

In the middle of the night we were awak-

ened with a terrible rumbling, which

we apprehended to be nothing lefs than

th e
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the fliock of an earthquake, which w
had before experienced in thefe parts ;

and this conjecture we had reafon to

think not ill founded, upon hearing hol-

low groans and cries as of men half

fwallowed up. We immediately got up,

and ran to the place from whence the

cries came, and then we were put out or

all doubt as to the opinion we had form-

ed of this accident ; for here we found

the two men almoft buried under loofe

fton.es and earth : but upon a little far-

ther enquiry, we were undeceived as to

the caufe we had imputed this noife to,

which we found to be occafioned by the

fudden giving way of the impending

cliff, which fell a little beyond our

people, carrying trees and rocks with it,

and loofe earth; the latter of which fell

in part on our men, whom we with fome

pains refcuecl from their uneafy fitua-

tion, from which they efcaped with fome

bruifcs. The next morning we got out

early.
* *
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early, and the wind being weflerly,

rowed the whole day for the head-land

we had feen the night before , but when

we had got that length could find no

harbour, but were obliged to go into a

fandy bay, and lay the whole night upon
our oars ; and a moft dreadful one it

proved, blowing and raining very hard.

Here we were fo pinched with hunger,

that we eat the Ihoes off our feet, which

confided of raw feal fkin. In the

morning we got out of the bay j but the

inceflant foul weather had overcome us,

and we began to be indifferent as to

what befel us 5 and the boats, in the

night, making into a bay, we nearly loft

the yawl, a breaker having filled her,

and driven her afliore upon the beach.

This, by fome of our accounts, was

Chriftmas-day ; but our accounts had fo

often been interrupted by our diftrefles,

that there was no depending upon them.

Upon feeing the yawl in this imminent

6 danger,
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danger, the barge ftood off, and went into

another bay to the northward of it,

where it was fmoother lying ; but there

was no poffibility of getting on fliore,

In the night the yawl joined us again.

The next day was fo bad, that we de-

fpaired reaching the head-land, fo rowed

down the bay in hopes of getting fome

feal, as that animal had been feen the

day before, but met with no fuccefs ; fo

returned to the fame bay we had been in

the night before, where the furf having

abated fomewhat, we went afhore, and

picked up a few fhell-fifh. In the

morning, we got on board early, and ran;

along fhore to the weftward, for about

three leagues, in order to get round a

cape, which was the weflernmoft land

we could fee. It blew very hard, and

there ran fuch a fea, that v/e heartily

wiilied curfelves back again, and ac-

cordingly made the beft of our way for

that



that bay which we had left in the morn-

ing ; but before we could reach it night

came on, and we palled a moil difrnal

one, lying upon our oars.

The, weather continuing very bad, we

put in for the fliore in the morning,

where we found nothing but tangle and

fea-weed. We now pafled forne days

roving about for provifions, as the wea-

ther was too bad to make another at-

tempt to get round the cape as yet.

We found fome fine Lagoons towards the

head of the bay ; and in them killed

fome feal. and got a good quantity of

iliell-fifli, which was a great relief to us.

We now made a fecond attempt to
i

double the cape ; but when we got the

length of it, and paffed the firft head-

land, for it confifts of three of an equal

height, we got into a fea that was hor-

rid ; for it ran all in heaps, like the

Race of Portland, but much worfe. We
were



happy to put back again to the 6

place, with little hopes of ever getting

round this cape.

Next day, the wteather proving very

bad, all hands went afliore to procure

fome fuftenance, except two in each

boat, which were left as boat-keepers :

this office we took by turns ; and it was

now my lot to be upon this duty with

another man. The yawl lay within us

at a grapnel ; in the night it blew very

hard, and a great fea tumbled in upon

the fhore ; but being extremely fatigued^

we in the boats went to fleep : notwith-

ftanding, however 5
1 was at laft awakened

by the uncommon motion of the boat*

and the roaring of the breakers every

where about us. At the fame time I

heard a fhrieking, like to that of perfons

in diftrefs ; I looked out, and faw the yawl

canted bottom upwards by a fea, and foon

afterwards difappearedi One of our

G men,
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men, whofe name was William Rofe, a

quarter-niafter, was drowned; the other

was thrown afliore by the furf, with his

head buried in thefand ; but by the imme-

diate alfiftanceof the people on fhorc, was

faved. As for us in the barge, we exped-

ed the fame fate every moment; for the fea

broke a long way without us. How-

ever, we got her head to it, and hove up
our grapnel, or fliould rather fay kellick,

which we had made to ferve in the

room of our grapnel, hove overboard

fome time before, to lighten the boat.

By this means we ufed our utmoft ef-

forts to pull her without the breakers

fome way, and then let go our kellick

again. Here we lay all the next day,

in a great fea, not knowing what would

be our fate. To add to our mortifica-

tion, we could fee our companions in to-

lerable plight afliore, eating feal, while

we were ftarving with hunger and cold.

For
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tor this month pad, we had not known

what it was to have a dry thread about

us.

The next day being fomething more

moderate, we ventured in with the barge

as near as we could to the fhore, and our

companions threw us fome feals livers

which having eat greedily, we were

feized with exceflive ficknefs, which af-

feiled us fo much, that our fkin peeled

off from head to foot.

Whilft the people were on fhore here f

Mr. Hamilton met with a large feal, or

fea-lion, and fired a brace of balls into

him, upon which the animal turned

upon him open-mouthed ; but prefently

fixing his bayonet, he thruft it down

its throat, with a good part of the barrel

of the gun, which the creature bit in
.

two feerningly with as much eafe as if

it had been a twig. Notwithftanding

the wounds it'received, it eluded all far-

ther efforts to kill it, and got clear off.

G 2 I call
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I call this animal a large feal, or fea-

lion, becaufe it refembles a feal in many
particulars ; but then it exceeds it fo

much in fize, as to be fufficiently de-

termined, by that diftin&ion only, to be

of another fpecies, Mr. Walter, in Lord

Anfon's Voyage, has given a particular

defcription of thofe which are feen about

Juan Fernandes ; but they have in other

climates, different appearances as well

as different qualities, as we had occafion

to obferve in this, and a late voyage

I made. However, as fo much already

has been faid of the fea-lion, I fhall on-

ly mention cwo peculiarities ; one rela-

tive to its appearance, and the other to

its properties of action, which diftinguifh

it from thofe defcribed by him. Thofe

I faw, were without that fnour, -or trunk,

hanging below the end of the upper jaw;

but then the males were furniflied with

a large (baggy mane, which gave them

a moil formidable appearance. And,

whereas,



whereas, he fays, thofe he faw were un-

wieldy, and eafily deftroyed, we found

fome, on the contrary, that lay at a

mile's diftance from the water, which

came down upon us, when difturbed,

with fuch impetuofity, that it was as

much as we could do to get out of their

way 5 and when attacked, would turn

upon us with great agility.

Having loft the yawl, and being too

many for the barge to carry off, we were

compelled to leave four of our men be-

hind. They were all marines, who feem-

ed to have no great objection to the de-

termination made with regard to them,

fo exceedingly difheartened and worn out

were they with the diftrefles and dan-

gers they had already gone through.

And, indeed, I believe it would have been

a matter of indifference to the greateft

part of the reft, whether they fliould em-

bark, or take their chance. The captain

diftributed to thefe poor fellows arms

G 3 smd



ammunition, and fome other necefi

faries. When we parted, they flood up-
on the beach, giving us three cheers a

and called out, God blefs the king.

We faw them a little after, fetting

out upon their forlorn hope, and help-

ing one another over a hideous traft

of rocks \ but confidering the difficul-

ties attending this only way of tra-

velling left them ; for the woods are

impracticable, from their thicknefs,

and the deep fwamp every where to be

met in them ; confidering too, that

the coafl here is rendered fo inhof-

pitable, by the heavy feas that are con-

ilantly tumbling upon it, as not to

afford even a little fhell-fifh, it is

probable that all met with a miferable

end.

We rowed along fhore to the weft-,

ward, in order to make one more at-

tempt to double the cape : when abreaft

of the firft head-land there ran fuch a fea a

that



that we expected, every inftant, the boat

would go down. But as the preferva-

tion of life had now, in a great meafure,

loft its actuating principle upon us, we

ftill kept pufliing through it, till we

opened a bay to the northward. In all

my life, I never faw fo dreadful a fea as

drove in here ; it began to break at more

than half a mile from the fliore. Per-

ceiving now that it was impoffible for

any boat to get round, the men lay upon

their oars till the boat was very near the

breakers, the mountainous fwell that

then ran, heaving her in at a great rate.

I thought it was their intention to put

an end to their lives and mifery at once ;

but nobody fpoke for fome time. At

laft, captain Cheap told them, they muft

either perifh immediately, or pull ftoutly

for it to get off the fhore ; but they might
do as they pleafed. They chofe, how-

ever, to exert themfelves a little, and

after infinite difficulty, got round the

G 4 head-
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head-land again, giving up all thoughts

of making any further attempt to double

the cape. It was night before we could

get back to the bay, where we were com-

pelled to leave four of our men, in or-

der to fave, if poflible, the remainder ;

for we muft all have certainly periihed,

if more than fixteen had been crouded

into fo fmall a boat: This bay we

named Marine Bay. When we had re-

turqed to this bay, we found the furf

ran fo high, that we were obliged to lay

upon our oars all night ; and it was now

refolved to go back to Wager's Iflaiid,

there to linger out a miferable life, as

we had not the leaft profped of returning

home.

But before we fet out, in confequence

of this refolution, it was neceflary, if pof-

fible, to get fome little ftock of feal to

fuppqrt vis in a paflage, upon which,

wherever we might put in, we were not

to ineet with any fupply. Ac-

cordingly,
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cordingly, it was determined to go up
that Lagoon in which we had before got

fome feal, to provide ourfelves with fome

more ; but we did not leave the bay till

we had made fome fearch after the un-

happy marines we had left on fliore.

Could we have found them, we had now

agreed to take them on board again,

though it would have been the certain

deftru&ion of us all. This, at another

time, would have been mere madnefs ;

but we were now refigned to our fare,

which we none of us thought far off;

however, there was nothing to be feen

of them, and no traces but a mufket on

the beach.

Upon returning up the Lagoon, we

were fo fortunate as to kill fome feal,

which we boiled, and laid in the boat

for fea-ftock. While we were ranging

along (hore in detached parties, in queft

of this, and whatever other eatable

might come in our way, our furgeon,

who
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who was then by himfelf, difcovered a

pretty large hole, which feemed to lead

to fome den, or repofitory, within the

rocks. It was not fo rude, or natu-

ral, but that there were fome figns of its

having been cleared, and made more ac-

ceflible by induilry. The furgeon for

fome time hefitated whether he fhould

venture in, from his uncertainty as to the

reception he might meet with from any

inhabitant ; but his curiofity getting the

better of his fears, he determined to go

in ; which he did upon his hands and

knees, as the paflage was too low for

him to enter otherwife. After having

proceeded a confiderable way thus, he

arrived at a fpacious chamber ; but whe-

ther hollowed out by hands, or natural,

he could not be pofitive. The light into

this chamber was conveyed through a

hole at the top ; in the midft was a kind

of bier, made of flicks laid croiTways,

fupported by props of about five foot in

height.
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height. Upon this bier, five or fix bo-

dies were extended ; \vhich, in appear-

ance, had been depofited there a long

time ; but had fuffered no decay or di-

minution. They were without covering,

and the flefh of thefe bodies was become

perfectly dry and hard ; which, whether

done by any art, or fecret, the favages

may be poflefled of, or occafioned by

any drying virtue in the air of the cave,

could not be guefled. Indeed, the fur-

geon, finding nothing there to eat,

which was the chief inducement for his

creeping into this hole, did not amufe

himfelf with long difquifitions, or make

that accurate examination which he

would have done at another time ; but

crawling out as he came in, he went

and told the firft he met of what he had

feen. Some had the curiofity to go in

likewife. I had forgot to mention that

there was another range of bodies, depo-

fited in the fame manner, upon another

platform
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was the burial-place of their great men,

called caciques ; but from whence they

could be brought, we were utterly at a lofs

to conceive, there being no traces of any

Indian fettlement hereabout. We had

feen no favage fince we left the ifland,

or obferved any marks in the coves, or

bays to the northward, where we had

touched, fuch as of fire-places, or old

wigwams, which they never fail of leav-

ing behind them ; and it is very probable,

from the violent feas that are alwavs
4

beating upon this coaft, its deformed af-

pedft, and the very fwampy foil that

every where borders upon it, that it is

little frequented.

We now crofled the firft bay for the

head-land we left on Chriftmas day,

much dejefted ; for under our former

fufferings, we were in fome meafure

fupported with the hopes that, as we ad-

vanced, however little, they were fo much

the
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the nearer their termination ; but now

our profpet was difmal and difpiriting,

indeed, as we had the fame difficulties

and dangers to encounter, not only with-

out any flattering views to leflen them,

but under the aggravating circumftance

of their leading to an inevitable and

miferable death ; for we could not pof-

libly conceive that the fate of ftarving

could be avoided by any human means,

upon that defolate ifland we were return-

ing to. The fhell-fiih, which was the only

fubfiftence that ifland had hitherto af-

forded in any meafure, was exhaufted;

and the Indians had (hewn themfelves fo

little affe<Sted by the common incitements

of compaffion, that we had no hopes to

build upon any imprefllons of that fort

in them. They had already refufed to

barter their dogs with us, for want of a

valuable commodity on our fide ; fo that

it is wonderful we did not give our-

felves up to defpondency, and lay afide

all
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all farther attempts ; but we were
flip-

ported by that invilible Power, who can

make the moft untoward circumftanccs

fubfervient to his gracious purpofes.

At this time, our ufual bad weather

attended us ; the night too fet in long

before we could reach the cove we before

had taken flielter in ; fo that we were

obliged to keep the boat's head to the

fea all night, the fea every where a-ftern

of us, running over hideous breakers.

In the morning, we defigned (landing

over for that ifland in which we had ob-

ferved thofe ftrait and lofty trees before-

mentioned, and which captain Cheap
named Montrofe Ifland \ but as foon as

we opened the head-land to the weft-

ward of us, a fudden fquall took the

boat, and very near overfet her. We were

inftantly full of water ; but by baling

with our hats and hands, and any thing

that would hold water, we with diffi-

culty freed her. Under this alarming

circum-
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circumftance, we found it advifeable to

return back and put Into the cove,

which the night before we were pre-

vented getting into. We were detained

here two or three days, by exceeding

bad weather ;
fo that, had we not fortu-

nately provided ourfelves with fome

feal, we muft have ftarved, for this place

afforded us nothing.

At length we reached Montrofe Ifland.

This is by much the beft and pleafanteft

fpotwehad feen in this part of the world;

though it has nothing on it eatable but

fome berries, which refembled goofe-

berries in flavour: they are of a black

hue, and grow in fwampy ground; and

the buili, or tree, that bears them is much

taller than that of our goofeberries.

We remained here fome time, living

upon thefe berries, and the remainder

of our feal, which was now grown quite

rotten. Our two or three firft attempts

to put out from this ifland were .with-

out
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obliging us fo often to put back again.

One of our people was much inclined

to remain here, thinking ir at leaft as

good a place as Wager's Ifland to end

his days upon ; but he was obliged by
the reft to go off with them. We had

not been long out before it began to

blow a ftorm of wind ; and the mift

came on fo thick, that we could not fee

the land, and were at a lofs which way
to fteer ; but we heard the fea, which

ran exceedingly high, breaking near us ;

upon which we immediately hauled aft

the fheet, and hardly weathered the

breakers by a boat's length. At the

fame time we fliipped a fea that nearly

filled us : it ftruck us with that violence

as to throw me, and one or two more,

down into the bottom of the boat, where

we were half drowned before we could

get up again. This was one, of the

moft extraordinary efcapes we v
ar' in

toe
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the cburfe of this expedition ; for cap-

tain Cheap, and every one elfe, had

entirely given themfelves up for loft.

However, it pleafed God that we got

that evening into Redwood Cove, where

the weather continued fo bad all night,

we could keep no fire in to dry ourfelves

with ; but there being no other alterna-

tive for us, but to ftay here and ftarve,

or put to fea again, we chofe the latter,

and put out in the morning again,

though the weather was very little

mended. In three or four days after,

we arrived at our old ftation, Wager's

ifland; butinfuch a miferable plight, that

though we thoughtour condition upon fet-

tingout would not admit ofany additional

circumilance of mifery, yet it was to be

envied in companion of what we now

fuffered, fo worn and reduced were we

by fatigue and hunger ; having eat no-

thing for fome days but fea-weed and

tangle. Upon this expedition, we had

H been
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months ; in which we had rounded,

backwards and forwards, the great bay

formed to the northward by that high

land we had obferved from Mount Mi-

fery.

The firft thing we did upon our ar-

rival, was to fecure the barge, as this

was our fole dependence for any relief

that might offer by fea ; which done,

we repaired to our huts, which formed

a kind of village or ftreet, confifting of

feveral irregular habitations ; fome of

which being covered by a kind of

brufli-wood thatch, afforded tolerable

fhelter againft the inclemency of the

weather. Among thefe, there was one

which we obferved with fome furprife to

be nailed up. We broke it open, and,

found fome iron work, picked out with

much pains from thofe pieces of the

wreck which were driven afliore. We
concluded from hence, that the Indians

who
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who had been here in our abfence, were

not of that tribe with which we had

fome commerce before, who feemed to

fet no value upon iron, but from fome

other quarter ; and muft have had com-

munication with the Spaniards, from

whom they had learned the value and

ufe of that commodity. Thieving from

Itrangers is a commendable talent among

favages in general, and befpeaks an ad-

drefs which they much admire ; though

the ftridteft honefty, with regard to the
%

property of each other, is obferved

among them. There is no doubt but they

ranfacked all our houfes ; but the men

had taken care, before they went off in

the long-boat, to (trip them of their moft

valuable furniture ; that is, the bales

of cloth ufed for lining, and con-

verted them into trowfers and watch-

coats. Upon farther fearch, we found,

thrown aficle in the buflies, at the back

of one of the huts, fome pieces of feal,

in a very putrid conditign j which, how-

H 2 ever.
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ever, our ftomachs were far from loatfo-

ing. The next bufmefs which the peo-

ple fet about very ferioufly, was to pro-

ceed to Mount Mifery, and bury the

corpfeof the murdered perfon,mentioned

to have been difcovered there fome little

time after our being caft away j for to

the negledl of this neceflary tribute to

that unfortunate perfon, the men af-

figned all their ill fuccefs upon the late

expedition.

That common people in general are

addifted to fuperftitious conceits, is an

cbfervation founded on experience ; and

the reafon is evident: but I cannot al-

low that common feamen are more fo

than others of the lower clafs. In the

moft enlightened ages of antiquity, we

find it to have been the popular opinion,

that the fpirits of the dead were not at

reft till their bodies were interred ; and

that they did not ceafe to haunt and

trouble thofe who had negledted this

duty
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duty to the departed. This is ftill be-

lieved by the vulgar, in moft countries ;

and in our men, this perfuafion was

much heightened by the melancho-

ly condition they were reduced to ; and

was farther confirmed by an occurrence

which happened fonie little time before

we went upon our laft expedition. One

nightwe were alarmed with a Orange cry,

which refernbled that of a man drown-

ing. Many of us ran out of our huts

towards the place from whence the noife

proceeded, which was not far off fhore ;

where we could perceive, but not dif-

tin&ly (for it was then moon-light), an

appearance like that of a man fwim-

ming half out of water. The noife

that this creature uttered was fo unlike

that of any animal they had heard be-

fore, that it made a great impreffion up-

on the men ; and they frequently re-

called this apparition at the time of their

diftrefles, with reflexions on the negledt

H 3 of



of the office they were now fulfill-

ing.

We were foon driven again to the

greateft {traits for want of fomething to

fubfift upon, by the extreme bad weather

that now fet in upon us. Wild fellery

was all we could procure, which raked

our ftomachs inftead of affuaging our

hunger. That dreadful and laft refource

of men, in not much worfe circum-

ftances than ours, of configning one man

to death for the fupport of the reft, be-

gan to be mentioned in whifpers ; and

indeed there were fome among us who,

by eating what they found raw, were be-

come little better than canibals. But

fortunately for us, and opportunely to

prevent this horrid proceeding, Mr. Ha-

milton, at this time, found fome rotten

pieces of beef, caft up by the fea at fome

miles diftance from the huts, which he,

though a temptation which few would

have refilled in parallel circumftances,

fcorned
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fcorned to conceal from the reft ; but ge-

neroufly diftributed among us.

A few days after, themyftery of the nail-

ing up of the hut, and whathad been doing

by the Indians upon the ifland in our ab-

fence, was partly explained to us ; for about

the 1 5th day after our return, there

came a party of Indians to the ifland in

two canoes, who were not a little fur-

prifed to find us here again. Among
thefe, was an Indian of the tribe of the

Chonos, who live in the neighbourhood of

Chiloe*. He talked the Spanifh lan-

guage ; but with that favage accent

which renders it almoft unintelligible to

any but thofe who are adepts in that

language. He was likewife a cacique ?

or leading man of his tribe ; which au-

thority was confirmed to him by the Spa-

niards ; for he carried the ufual badge

* Chiloe is an ifland on the weftern coaft of America,

about the 43d deg. of S. latitude; and the fouthernmoft

Settlement under the Spanifn jurifdidtion on that coaft.

H 4 and
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and mark of diftindlion by which the

Spaniards,and their dependents, bold their

military and civil employments ; which

is a ftick with a filver head. Thefe badges,

of which the Indians are very vain,

at once ferve to retain the cacique in the

flrongeft attachment to the Spaniih go-

vernment, and give him greater weight

with his own dependents : yet, withal, he

is the mereft Have, and has not one thing

he can call his own. This report of

our fliipwreck (as
we fuppofed) having

reached the Ghonos, by means of the

intermediate tribes, which handed it to

one another, from thofe Indians who firft

vifited us ; this cacique was either fent

to learn the truth of the rumour, or hav-

ing firft got the intelligence, fet out with

a view of making fome advantage of the

wreck, and appropriating fuch iron-

work as he could gather from it to his

own ufe : for that metal is become

very valuable to thofe favages, fmce their

commerce
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commerce with the Spaniards has taught

them to apply it to feveral purpofes. But

as the fecreting any thing from a rapa-

cious Spanifli rey, or governor (even an

old rufty nail), by any of their Indian de-

pendents, is a very dangerous offence, he

was careful to conceal the little prize he

had made, till he could conveniently car-

ry it away ; for in order to make friends

of thefe favages, we had left their hoard

untouched.

Our furgeon, Mr. Elliot, being matter

of a few Spanifli words, made himfelf fo

far underftood by the cacique as to let

him know, that our intention was to

reach fome of the Spanifli fettlements,

if we could ; that we were unacquainted

with the bed and fafeft way, and what

track was mod likely to afford us fubfift-

ence in our journey ; promifing, if he

would undertake to conduct us in the

barge, he fhould have it, and every thing

in it, for his trouble, as foon as it had

ferved



ferved our prefent occafions. To thefe

conditions the cacique, after much perfua-

fion, at length, agreed. Accordingly, hav-

ing made the beft preparation we could,

we embarked on board the barge to the

number of fifteen, including the cacique,

whofe name was Martin, and his fer-

vant Emanuel. We were, indeed, fix-

teen, when \ve returned from our laft

fruidefs attempt to get off the ifland ;

but we had buried two fince that, who

periflied with hunger ; and a marine,

having committed theft, run away to

avoid the punifhment his crime deferved,

and hid himielf in the woods ; fince

which he was never heard of. We
now put off, accompanied with the two

Indian canoes ; in one of which was a

favage, with his two wives, who had an

air of dignity fuperior to the reft, and

was handfome in his perfon. He had

his hut, during his ftay with us, feparate

from the other Indians, who feemed to

pay
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pay him extraordinary refpeft \ but in two

or three nights, thefe Indians, being inde-

pendent of the Spaniards, and living

fomewhere to the fouthward of our

Chono guide, left us to proceed on our

journey by ourfelves.

The firft night we lay at an ifland def-

titute of all refreshment ; where having

found fome (helter for our boat, and

made ourfelves a fire, we flept by it.

The next night we were more unfortu-

nate, though our wants were increafing ;

for having run to the weftward of Mon-

trofs ifland, we found nofhelter for the

barge ; but were under the neceffity of

lying upon our oars, fuffering the moil

extreme pangs of hunger. The next day

brought us to the bottom of a great bay,

where the Indian guide had left his

family, a wife and two children, in a

hut. Here we flaid two or three days,

during which we were conftantly em-

ployed



ployed in ranging along fhore in queft

of fliell-fifh.

We now again proceeded on our voy-

age, having received on board the family

of our guide, who conduced us to a ri-

ver, the ftream of which was fo rapid,

that after our utmoft efforts from morn-

ing to evening, we gained little upon the

current ; and at laft were obliged to de-

fift from our attempt, and return. I had

hitherto fleered the boat ; but one of our

men finking under the fatigue, expired

foon after, which obliged me to take the

oar in his room, and row againft this

heart-breaking ftream. Whilft I was thus

employed, one of our men whofe name

was John Bofman, though hitherto the

ftouteft man among us, fell from his

feat under the thwarts, complaining that

his ftrength was quite exhaufted for want

of food, and that he fliould die very

fliortly.
As he lay in this condition, he

would



would every now and then break out in

the moft pathetic wiflies for fome little

fuftenance ; that two or three mouth-

fuls might be the means of faving his

life. The captain, at this time, had a

large piece of boiled feal by him, and

was the only one that was provided with

any thing like a meal ; but we were be-

come fo hardened againft the impreflions

of others fufferings by our own ; fo fa-

miliarized to fcenes of this, and every

other kind of rnifery ; that the poor man's

dying entreaties were vain. I fat next to

him when he dropped, and having a few

dried ftiell-fifli (about five or
fix)

in my
pocket, from time to time put one in his

mouth, which ferved only to prolong his

pains ; from which, however, foon after

my little fupply failed, he was releafed

by death. For this, and another man I

mentioned a little before to have expired

under the like circumftances, when we

returned
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returned from this unfuccefsful enter-

prize, we made a grave in the fands.

It would have redounded greatly to

the tendernefs and humanity of captain

Cheap, if at this time he had remitted

fomewhat of that attention he (hewed to

felf-prefervation ; which is hardly allow-

able but where the confequence of reliev-

ing others muil be immediately and

manifeftly fatal to ourfelves ; but I

would venture to affirm, that in thefe

laft affefting exigencies, as well as fome

others, a fparing perhaps adequate to the

emergency, might have been admitted

confidently with a due regard to his own

necefnties. The captain had better op-

portunities of recruiting his ftock than

any of us ; for his rank was confidered

by the Indian as a reafon for fupplying

him when he would not find a bit for us.

Upon the evening of the day in which

thefe difafters happened, the captain pro-

ducing



during a large piece of boiled feal, fuf-

fered no one to partake with him but

the furgeon, who was the only man in

favour at this time. We did not e^peft,

indeed, any relief from him in our pre-

fent condition ; for we had a few fmall

mufcles and herbs to eat , but the men

could not help expreffing the greateft in-

dignation at his neglect of the deceafed ^

faying that he deferved to be deferred

by the reft for his favage behaviour.

The endeavoring to pafs up this river

was for us, who had fo long liruggled

with hunger, a raoft unfeafonable at-

tempt ; by which we were harrafled to

a degree that threatened to be fatal to

more of us ; but our guide, without any

refpe6t to the condition our hardfhips

had reduced us to, was very follicitous

for us to go that way, which poflibly he

had gone before in light canoes ; but for

fuch a boat as ours was impracticable.

We conceived, therefore, at that time,

6 that



that this was fome fhort cur, which

to bring us forward in our voyage ; but

we had reafon to think afterwards, that

the greater probability there was of his

getting the barge, which was the wages

of his undertaking, fafe to his fettlement

by this, rather than another courfe, was

his motive for preferring it to the way we

took afterwards, where there was a car-

rying place of confiderable length, over

which it would have been impoffible to

have carried our boat.

The country hereabouts wears the

moft uncouth, defolate, and rugged af-

pedt imaginable ; it is fo circumftanced

as to difcourage the moft fanguine ad-

venturers from attempts to fettle it : were

it for no other reafon than the conftant

heavy rains, or rather torrents, which

pour down here, and the vaft fea and furf

which the prevailing wefterly winds im-

pel upon this coaft, it muft be rendered

inbofpitable. All entrance into the

woods
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Woods is not only extremely difficult, but

hazardous ; not from any aflfaults you

are likely to meet with from wild

beafts ;
for even* thefe could hardly find

convenient harbour here > but from the

deep fwamp, which is the reigning foil

of this country, and in which the woods

may be faid rather to float than grow;

fo that, except upon a range of deformed

broken rocks which 'form the fea-coaft,

the traveller cannot find found footing

any where. With this unproiniling

fcene before us we were now fettinq; outo

in fearch of food, which nothing but the

mod preffing inflances of hunger could

induce us to do : we had, indeed, the

young Indian fcrvant to cur cacique for

our conductor, who was left by him to

fhew us where the fliell-fifli was moil

plenty. The cacique was gone with the

reft of his family, in the canoe, with a

view of getting fome fcal, upon a trip

I which



ir 4

which would detain him from us three

or four days.

After fearching the coaft fome time

with very little fuecefs, we began to think

of returning to the barge ; but fix of the

men, with the Indian, having advanced

fome few paces before the officers, got

into the boat firft ; which they had no

fooner done than they put off, and left

us, to return no more. And now all the

difficulties we had hitherto endured,

feerned light in comparifon of what we

expected to fuffer from this treachery of

our men, who, with the boat, had taken

away every thing that might be the means

of preferving our lives. The little

cloaths we had faved from the wreck,

our mufkets and ammunition,were gone,

except a little powder, which mud be

preferved for kindling fires, and one

gun, which I had, and was now become

ufelefs for want of ammunition; and all

thefe wants were now come upon us at

a time



a time when we could not be worfe fitu-

ated for fupplying them. Yet under

i-hefe difrnal and forlorn appearances

was our delivery now preparing ; and

from thefe hopelefs circurnftances \vere

we to draw hereafter an inftance fcarce

to be parallelled, of the unfearchable

ways of Providence. It was at that

time little fufpected by us, that the

barge, in which we founded all our

hopes of efcaping from this favage

coaft, would certainly have proved the

fatal caufe 6f detaining us till we were

confirmed by the labour and hardships

requifite to row her round the capes and

great head-lands ; for it was irnpoffible

to carry her by land, as we did the boats

of the Indians. At prefent, no condi-

tion could be worfe than we thought

ours to be: there ran at this time a very

high fea, which breaking with great

fury upon this coaft, made it very impro-

bable that fuftenance in any proportion

I 2 to



to our wants could be found upon it 5

yet, unpromifing as this profpeft was,

and though little fuccour could be ex-

pefted from this quarter, I could not

help, as I ftrolled along fhore from the

reft, calling my eyes towards the fea,

Continuing thus to look out, I thought

I faw fomething now and then upon
the top of a fea that looked black,

which upon obferving Hill more in-

tently, I imagined at laft to be a canoe ;

but reflecting afterwards how unufual

it was for Indians to venture out in fo

mountainous a fea, and at fuch a dif-

tance from the land, I concluded myfelf

to be deceived. However, its nearer ap-

proach convinced me, beyond all doubt,

of its being a canoe ; but that it could

not put in any where hereabouts, but in-

tended for fome other part of the coaft.

I ran back as faft as I could to my com-

panions, and acquainted them with what

1 had feen. The defpondency they were

ia



in would not allow them to give credit

to it at firft ; but afterwards, being con-

vinced that it was as I reported it, we

were all in the greateft hurry to ftrip off

ibmeof our rags to make a fignal withal,

which we fixed upon a long pole. This

had the defired effect : the people in the

canoe feeing the fignal, made towards

the land at about two miles diflance

from us ;
for no boat could approach

the land where we were : there they put

into a fmall cove, flickered bv a large' - ^--

ledge of rocks without, which broke the

violence of the fea. Captain Cheap and

I walked along fliore, and got to the

cove about the time they landed. Here

we found the perfons arrived in this ca-

noe, to be our Indian guide and his wife,

who had left us fome days before. He
j

would have afked us many queftions ;

but neither captain Cheap nor I under-

ftanding Spanifli at that time, we took

him along with us to the furgeon, whom

I 3 .we
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had left fo ill that he could hardly

raife himfelf from the ground. When the

Indian began to confer with the furgeon,
4^

the firtt queftion was, What was become

of the barge and his companion ? and as

he could give him no fatisfacfhory an-

fwer to this queftion, the Indian took it

for granted that Emanuel was murdered

by us, and that he and his family ran the

fame rilk ; upon which he was preparing

to provide for his fecurity, by leaving us

directly. The furgeon feeing this, did

all in his power to pacify him, and con-

vince him of the unreafonablenefs of

his apprehenfions ; which he at length

found means to do, by afluring him

that the Indian would come to no harm,

but that he would foon fee him return

fafe; which providentially, and beyon4

our expectation, happened accordingly ;

for in a few days after, Emanuel having

contrived to make his efcape from the

people in the barge, returned by way
* .

thai
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that were impafTable to any creature but

an Indian. All that we could learn

from Emanuel relative to his efcape was,

that he took the firfl opportunity of

leaving them ; which was upon their

putting into a bay fomewhere to the

weftward.

We had but one gun among us, and

that was a fmall fowling-piece of mine ;

no ammunition but a few charges of

powder I had about me ; and as the

Indian was very deiirous of returning

to the place where he had left his wife

and canoe, Captain Cheap defired I

would go with him and watch over him

all night, to prevent his getting away.

Accordingly I fet out with him ; and

when he and his family betook them-

felves to reft in the little wigwam, they

had made for that purpofe, I kept my
ftation as centinel over them all night.

The next morning captain Cheap, Mr.

JJamilton, and the furgeon, joined us :

-the



the latter, by illnefs, being reduced to

the moil feeble condition, was fup-

ported by Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Camp-
bel. After holding fome little confulta-

tion together, as to the belt manner of

proceeding in our journey, it was

agreed, that the Indian fliould haul his

canoe, with our affiftance, over land,

quite acrofs the ifland we were then upon,

and put her into a bay on the other fide,

from whence he was to go in quefl of

fome other Indians, by whom he ex-

pected to be joined : but as his canoe was

too fmall to carry more than three or

four perfons, he thought it advifeable to

take only captain Cheap and myfelf with

him, and to leave his wife and children

as pledges with our companions till his

return.

As it was matter of uncertainty whe-?

ther we fliould ever recover the barge

or not, which was ftipulated on our fide,

to become the property of the cacique,
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upon his fulfilling his engagements

with us ; the inducements we now

made ufe of to prevail upon him to pro-

ceed with us in our journey were, that

he fhould have my iowling-piece, fome

little matters in the pofTeffion of captain
V

Cheap, and that we would ufe our in-

tereft to procure him fome fmall pecuni-

ary reward,

We were now to fet off in the canoe,

in which I was to affift him in rowing.

Accordingly, putting from this ifland,

we rowed hard all this day and the next,

without any thing to eat but afcrap of feal,

a very fmall portion of which fell to rny

fliare. About two hours after the clofe

of the day, we put afliore, where we

difcovered fix or feven wigwams. For

my part, my ftrength was fo exhaufted

with fatigue and hunger, that it would

have been impoffible for me to have

held out another day at this toilfome

work.



work. As foon as we landed, the Indian

conducted captain Cheap with him into a

v/igwam ; but I was left to fliift for myfelf*
\

Thus left, I was for fome time at a loft

what I had beft do ; for knowing that

in the variety of difpofitions obfervable

among the Indians, the furly and favage

temper is the moil prevalent, I had good

reafon to conclude, that if I obtruded

myfelf upon them, my reception would

be but indifferent. Neceffity, however,

put me upon the rifk ; I accordingly

puflied into the next wigwam upon my
hands and knees ; for the entrance into

thefe kind of buildings is too low to

admit of any other manner of getting

into them. To give a fliort defcription

of thefe temporary houfes, called wig-

wams, may not be improper here, for

the fatisfa&ion of thofe who never faw

any ; efpecially as they differ fomewhat

from thofe of North America, which are

more
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more generally known from the nu*

merous accounts of that country.

When the Indians of this part of the

world have occafion to flop any where

in their rambles, if it be only for a night

or two, the men, who take this bufmefs

upon them, while the women are em^

ployed in much more laborious offices,

fuch as diving in the fea for fea-eggs f

and fearching the rocks for fliell-fifh,

getting fuel, &c. repair to the woods,

and cutting a fufficient number of tall,

ilrait branches, fix them in an irregular

kind of circle, of uncertain dimenfions ;

which having done, they bend the extre-

mities of thefe branches fo as to meet in

a centre at top, where they bind them by

q, kind of woodbine, called fupple-jack,

which they fplit by holding it in their

teeth. This frame, or ikeleton of

a hut, is made tight againft the weather

with a covering of boughs and bark ;

t>ut as the bark is not got without fome

trouble,
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trouble, they generally take it with

them when they remove, putting it at

the bottom of their canoes : the reft of

the wigwam they leave ftanding. The

fire is made in the middle of the wig-

wam, round which they fit upon boughs;

and as there is no vent for the fmoke,

befides the door-way, which is very low,

except through fome crevices, which

cannot eafily be flopped, they are not a

little incommoded on that account ; and

the eyes of foiae of them are much af-

fected by it.

But to return : in this wigwam, into

which I took the liberty to introduce

znyfelf, I found only two women, who,

upon firft feeing a figure they were not

accuftomed to, and fuch a figure too as

I then made, were flruck with aftonifli-

ment. They were fitting by a fire, to

which I approached without any apo-

logy. However inclined I might have

been to make one, my ignorance of their

language



language made it impoffible to at-

tempt it. One of thefe women appear-

ed to be young, and very handfome

for an Indian ; the other old, and

as frightful as it is poffible to con-

ceive any thing in human fhape to be.

Having (tared at me fome little time,

they both went out ; and I, without

farther ceremony, fat me down by the

fire to warm myfelf, and dry the rags I

wore. Yet I cannot fay my iituation

was very eafy, as I expected every in-

ftant to fee two or three men come in

and thruft me out, if they did not deal

with me in a rougher manner.

Soon after the two women came in

again, having, as I fuppofed, conferred

with the Indhn, our conductor ; and ap-

pearing to be in great good humour,

began to chatter and laugh immoderate-

ly. Perceiving the wet arid cold condi-

tion I was in, they feemed to have com-

pailion on me
3
andthe old woman went

out



out and brought fome wood, with whitli

fhe made a good fire ; but my hunger

being impatient, I could not forbear ex-

prefling my defire that they would ex-

tend their hofpitality a little further, and

bring me fomething to eat. They foon

comprehended my meaning, and the

younger beginning to rummage under

fome pieces of bark that lay in the cor-

ner of the wigwam, produced a fine

large fifli : this they prefently put upon
the fire to broil ; and when it was

juft warm through, they made a figri

for me to eat. They had no need to re-

peat the invitation ; I fell to, and dif-

patched it in fo fhort a time, that I was

in hopes they would comprehend, with-

out further tokens, that I was ready

for another ; but it was of no confe-

quence, for their ftock of eatables was

entirely exhaufted.

After fitting fome time in conference

together, in which converfation I could

bear



bear no part, the women made fome

figns to me to lay down and go to fleep,

firft having ftrewed fome dry boughs

upon the ground. I laid myfelf down,

and foon fell fad afleep ; and about

three or four hours after awaking, I

found myfelf covered with a bit of blan-

ket, made of the down of birds, which

the women ufually wear about their

waift. The young woman, who had

carefully covered me, whilft fleeping,

with her own blanket, was lying clofe

by me : the old woman lay on the other

fide of her. The fire was low, and al-

moft burnt out ; but as foon as they

found me awake they renewed it, by put-

ting on more fuel. What I had hither-

to eat ferved only to fharpen my appe-

tite ; I could not help, therefore, being

earned with them to get me fome more
^^

victuals. Having underftood my ne-

ceffities, they talked together fome little

time ; after which getting up, they both

went.
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went out, taking with them a couple of

dogs, which they train to affift them in

fifhing. After an hour's abfence, they

came in trembling with cold, and theit

hair {beaming with water, and brought

two fiflij which having broiled, they

gave me the largeft fliare \ and then we

all laid down as before to reft.

In the morning, my curiofity led me

to vifit the neighbouring wigwams, in

which were only one or two men 5 the

reft of the inhabitants were all women

and children. I then proceeded to en-

quire after captain Cheap and our Indian

guide, whom I found in the wigwam

they at firft occupied : the authority of

the cacique had procured the captain no

defpicable entertainment. We could
4

not learn what bufmefs the men, whofe

wives and children were here left be-

hind, were gone out upon \ but as they

feldom or never go upon fifliing-parties

(for they have no hunting here) without

7 their
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their wives, who take the moft laborious

part of this purfuit upon themfelves, it

is probable they were gone upon fome

warlike expedition, in which they ufe

bows and arrows fometimes, but always

the lance. This weapon they throw

with great dexterity and force, and

never flir abroad without it. About

this time their return was looked for ;

a hearing by no means pleafant to me ;

I was, therefore, determined to enjoy

myfelf as long as they were abfent, and

make the moil of the good fare I was

poflefled of ; to the pleafure of which I

thought a little cleanlinefs might in

fome meafure contribute ; I therefore

went to a brook, and taking off my fliirt,

which might be faid to be, alive with

vermin, fet myfelf about to wafli it ;

which having done as well as I could,

and hung on a bufh to dry, 1 heard a

buftle about the wigwams ; and foon

perceived that the women were prepar-

K ing



ing to depart, having flopped their wig-

wams of their bark covering, and car-

ried it into their canoes. Putting on,

therefore, my fhirt juft as it was, I

haftened to join them, having a great

defire of being prefent at one of their

fifliing parties.

It was my lot to be put into the canoe

with my two patronefles, and fome

others who aflifted in rowing : we were

in all four canoes. After rowing fome

time, they gained fuch an offing as they

required, where the water here was about

eight or ten fathom deep, and there lay

upon their oars. And now the youngeft

of the two women, taking a bafket in

her mouth, jumped overboard, and div-

ing to the bottom, continued under wa-

ter an amazing time : when flie had fil-

led the bafket with fea-eggs, flie came

up to the boat-fide ; and delivering it fo

filled to the other women in the boat,

they took out the contents, and returned

it



it to her. The diver then, after having

taken a fhort time to breathe, went down

and up again with the fame fuccefs j and

fo feveral times for the fpace of half an

hour. It feems as if Providence had

endued this people with a kind of am-

phibious nature, as the fea is the only

fource from whence alrnoft all their fub-

fiftence is derived. This element too,

being here very boilterous, and falling

with a moft heavy furf upon a rugged

coaft, very little, except fome feal, is to

be got any where but in the quiet bo-

fom of the deep. What occafions this

reflexion is the early propenfity I had fo

frequently obferved in the children of

thefe favages to this occupation; who,

even at the age of three years, might be

feen crawling upon their hands and

knees among the rocks and breakers ;

from which they would tumble them-

felves into the fea without regard to the

cold, which is here often intenfe ; and

K 2 (hewing



ihewing no fear of the noife and roar-

ing of the furf.

This fea-egg is a (hell-fifh, from

which feveral prickles proje6l in all di-

re&ions, b^ means whereof it removes

itfelf from place to place. In it are found

four or five yolks, refembiing the inner

divifions of an orange, which are of a

very nutritive quality, and excellent

flavour.

The v/ater was at this time extremely

cold ; and when the divers got into the

boats, they feemed greatly benumbed;

and it is ufual with them after this exer-

cife, if they are near enough their wig-

wams, to run to the fire ; to which pre-

fehting one fide, they rub and chafe it for

fome rime ; then turning the other, ufe it

in the fame manner, till the circula-

tion of the blood is reftored. This

practice, if it has no worfe effeft, muft

occafioa their being more fufceptible of

the impreffions of cold, than if they

waited
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waited the gradual advances of their

natural warmth in the open air. I

leave it to the decifion of the gen-

tlemen of the faculty, whether this too

hafty approach to the fire may not fub-

jedl them to a diforder I obferved

among them, called the elephantiafis, or

fwelling of the legs*.

The divers having returned to their

boats, we continued to row till towards

evening, when we landed upon a low

point. As foon as the canoes were haul-

ed up, they employed themfelves in

* There are two very different diforders incident to the

human body, which bear the fame name, derived from

fome refemblance they hold with different parts of the

animal fo well known in the countries to which thefe dif-

ordersare peculiar. That which was firft fo named is the

Jeprofy, which brings a fcurf on the fkin not unlike the

hide of an elephant. The other affe&s the patient with

fuch enormous fwellings of the legs and feet, that they

give the idea of thofe fhapelefs pillars which fupport that

creature ; and therefore this difeafe has alfo been culled

elephantiafis by the Arabian phyficians ; who, together

with the A'lalabarians, among whom it is endemial, attri-

bute it to the drinking bad waters, and the too fuddea

transitions from heat to cold.

K 3 erecting
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erecting their wigwams, which they

difpatch with great addrefs and quick-

nefs. I ftill enjoyed the protection of

my two good Indian women, who

made me their gueft here as before ;

they firft regaled me with fea-eggs, and

then went out upon another kind of

fifliery by the means of dogs and nets.

Thefe dogs are a cur-like looking ani-

mal ; but very fagacious, and eafily

trained to this bufinefs. Though in

appearance an uncomfortable fort of

fport ; yet they engage in it readily,

feem to enjoy it much, and exprefs their

eagernefs by barking every time they

raife their heads above the water to

breathe. The net is held by two In-

dians, who get into the water ; then the

dogs, taking a large compafs, dive after

the fi(h, and drive them into the net ;

but it is only in particular places that

the fifli are taken in this manner. At

the clofe of the evening, the women

brought



rw ,

brought in two fifli, which ferved us for

fupper ; and then we repofed ourfelves

as before. Here we remained all the

next day ; and the morning after em-

barked again, and rowed till noon \

then landing, we defcried the canoes

of the Indian men, who had been fome

time expelled from an expedition they had

been upon. This was foon to make a

great alteration in theiituation of my af-

fairs, a prefage of which I could read in

the melancholy countenance of rny

young hoftefs. She endeavoured to ex-

prefs herfelf in very earneft terms to

me ; but I had not yet acquired a com-

petent knowledge of the Indian lan-

guage to underftand her.

As foon as the men were landed, (he

and the old Indian woman went up, not

without fome marks of dread upon

them, to aji elderly Indian man, whofe

remarkable furly and ftern countenance

was well calculated to raife fuch fenfa-

K 4 tions
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tions in his dependents. He feemed to

be a cacique, or chief man among them,

by the airs of importance he affumed to

himfelf, and the deference paid him by

the reft, After fome little conference

palled
between thefe Indians, and our ca-

cique conductor, of which, moil pro-

bably, the circumftances of our hiftory,

and the occafion of our coming here,

might be the chief fubjeft ; for they

fixed their eyes conilantly upon us, they

applied thernfelves to building their

wigwams. I now underftood that the

two Indian women with whom I had fo-

journed, were wives to this chieftain,

though one was young enough to be his

daughter ; and as far as I could learn,

(lid really fland in the different relations

to him both of daughter and wife. It

was eafy to be perceived that all did not

go well between them at this time ; ei-

ther that he was not fatisfied with the

anfwers that they returned him to his

queflions,
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queftions, or that he fufpedled fome mif-

condudl on their fide ; for
prefently

after, breaking out into favage fury, he

took the young one up in his arms, and

threw her with violence againft the

Hones ; but his brutal refentment did

not flop here, he beat her afterwards

in a cruel manner. I could not fee this

treatment of rny benefaftrefs without

the higheft concern for her, and rage

againft the author of it j efpecially as

the natural jealoufy of thefe people gave

occafion to think that it was on rny ac-

count {he fuffered. I could hardly fup-

prefs the firfl emotions ofmy refentment,

which prompted me to return him his

barbarity
in his own kind ; but befides

that this might have drawn upon her

frefh marks of his feverity, it was nei-

ther politic, nor indeed in my pov/er, to

have done it to any good purpofe at this

time.

Our



Our cacique now made us under-

iland that we muft embark direftly,

in the fame canoe which brought us,

and return to our companions ; and that

the Indians we were about to leave,

would join us in a few days, when we

fliould all fet out in a body, in order to

proceed to the northward. In our way

back, nothing very material happened ;

but upon our arrival, which was the

next day, we found Mr. Elliot, the fur-

geon, in a very bad way ; his illnefs had

been continually increafing fince we left

him. Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Campbell

were almoft flarved, having fared very ill

fince we left them : a few fea-eggs were

all the fubfiftence they had lived upon ;

and thefe procured by the cacique's wife,

in the manner I mentioned before. This

woman was the very reverfe of my
hoftefs ; and as flie found her hufband

was of fo much confequence to us, took

upon
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upon her with much haughtinefs, and

treated us as dependents and flaves. He

was not more engaging in his carriage

towards us ; he would give no part of

what he had to fpare to any but captain

Cheap, whom his intereft led him to pre-

fer to the reft, though our wants were often

greater. The captain, on his part, con-

tributed to keep us in this abjeft fitua-

tion, by approving this diftinftion the

cacique (hewed to him. Had he treated

us \vith not quite fo much diftance, the

cacique might have been more regardful

of our wants. The little regard and at-

tention which our neceffitous condition

drew from captain Cheap, may be im-

puted likewife, in fome meafure, to the

effefts of a mind foured by a feries of

crofles and difappointrnents ; which, in-

deed, had operated on us all to a great

neglect of each other, and fometimes of

purfelves.

We



We were not fuffered to be in the

fame wigwam with the cacique and his

wife ; which, if we had had any coun-

tenance from captain Cheap, would

not have been refufed. What we had

made for ourfelves was in fuch a

bungling manner, that it fcarce deferved

the name even of this wretched fort of

habitation. But our untoward circum-

ftances now found fome relief in the ar-

rival of the Indians we waited for ; who

brought with them fome feal, a fmall

portion of which fell to our fliare. A

night or two after they fent out fome of

their young men, who procured us a

quantity of a very delicate kind of birds,

called fliags and cormorants. Their

manner of taking thefe birds refembles

fomething a fport called bat-fowling.

They find out their haunts among the

rocks and cliffs in the night, when

taking with them torches made of the

bark



bark of the birch tree, which is common

here, and grows to a very large fize

(this bark has a very undhious quality,

and emits a bright and clear light ; and

in the northern parts of America is ufed

frequently inftead of a candle) they

bring the boat's fide as near as poffible

to the rocks, under the roofting-places of

thefe birds ; then waving their lights

backwards and forwards, the birds are

dazzled and confounded fo as to fall

into the canoe, where they are inftantly

knocked on the head with a (hort ilick

the Indians take with them for that pur-

pofe.

Seal are taken in fome lefs frequented

parts of thefe coafts, with great eafe ;

but when their haunts have been two or

three times difturbed, they foon learn to

provide for their fafety, by repairing to

the water upon the firfl alarm. This is

the cafe with them hereabouts ; but as

they frequently raife their heads above

8 water



water, either to breathe or look about

them, I have feen an Indian at this in-

terval, throw his lance with fuch dex-

terity as to ftrike the animal through

both its eyes, at a great diftance ; and it

is very feldom that they mifs their aim-

As we were wholly unacquainted with

thefe methods of providing food for our-

felves, and were without arms and am-

munition, we were drove to the utmoft

ftraits ; and found ourfelves rather in

worfe condition than we had been at

any time before. For the Indians, hav-

ing now nothing to fear from us, we

found we had nothing to expedt from

them upon any other motive. Accord-

ingly, if they ever did relieve us, it was

through caprice ; for at moft times they

would fliew themfelves unconcerned at

our greateft diftrefles. But the good

Indian women, whofe friendship I had

experienced before, continued, from

time to time, their good offices to me.

Thoughw^



Though I was not fuffered to enter

their wigwams, they would find oppor-

tunities of throwing in my way fuch

fcraps as they could fecrete from their

hufbands. The obligation I was under

to them on this account is great, as the

hazard they ran in conferring thefe fa-

vours was little lefs than death. The

men, unreftrained by any laws or ties of

confcience, in the management of their

own families, exercife a moil defpotic

authority over their wives, whom they

confider in the fame view they do any

other part of their property, and difpofe

of them accordingly : even their com-

mon treatment of them is cruel ; for

though the toil and hazard of procuring

food lies entirely upon the women, yet

they are not fuffered to touch any part

of it till the hufband is fatisfied ; and

then he affigns them their portion,

which is generally very fcanty, and fuch

as he has not a ftomach for himfelf.

6 This
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This arbitrary proceeding, with refpe6t

to their own families, is not peculiar to

this people only. I have had occafion

to obferve it in more inftances than this

I have mentioned, among many other

nations of favages I have fince feen.

Thefe Indians are of a middling fta-

ture, well fet, and very adlive j and make

their way among the rocks with an

amazing agility. Their feer, by this

kind of exercife, contract a callofity

which renders the ufe of flioes
quite un-

necefTary to them. But before I conclude

the few obfervations I have to make on

a people fo confined in all their notions

and practice, it may be expedted I fhould

fay fomething of their religion ; but as

their grofs ignorance is in nothing more

confpicuous, and as we found it advife-

able to keep out of their way when the

fits of devotion came upon them, which

is rather frantic than religious, the

reader can expeft very little fatisfa&ion

on
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on this head. Accident has fometimes
\

made me unavoidably a fpeftator of

fcenes I fliould have chofen to have with-

drawn myfelf from j and fo far I am in-

ftrufted. As there are no fixed feafons

for their religious exercifes, the younger

people wait till the elders find themfelves

devoutly difpofed ; who begin the cere-

mony by feveral deep and difmal groanSj

which rife gradually to a hideous kind

of fmging, from which they proceed to

enthufiafm, and work themfelves into a

difpofition that borders on madnefs ; for

fuddenly jumping up, they fnatch fire-

brands from the fire, put them in their

mouths, and run about burning every

body they come near: at other times, k

is a cuftom with them to wound one

another with fharp mufcle-fiiells till

they are befmeared with blood. Thefe

orgies continue till thofe who prefide in

them foam at the mouth, grow faint, are

exbaufted with fatigue, and difTolve in a

L profufion
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profulion of fweat. When the men

drop their part in this frenzy, the wo-

men take it up, adting over again much

the fame kind of wild fcene, except

that they rather outdo the men in fhrieks

and noife. Our cacique, who had been

reclaimed from thefe abominations by
the Spaniards, and juft knew the exterior

form of croffing himfelf, pretended to be

much offended at thefe profane ceremo-

nies, and that he would have died fooner

than have partaken of them. Among
other expreffions of his difapprobation,

he declared, that whilft the favages folem-

nized thefe horrid rites, lie never failed to

hear ftrange and uncommon noifes in the

woods, and to fee frightful vifions ; and

affured us, that the devil was the chief

aftor among them upon thefe occafions.

It might be about the middle of

March, that we embarked with thefe In-

dians. They feparated our little com-

pany intirely, not putting any two of us

together
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together in the fame canoe. The oar

was my lot, as ufual, as alfo Mr. Camp-

bell's 5 Mr. Hamilton could not row,

and captain Cheap was out of the quef-

tion ; our furgeon was more dead than

alive at the time, and lay at the bottom

of the canoe he was in. The weather

coming on too bad for their canoes to

keep the fea, we landed again, without

making great progrefs that day. Here

Mr. Elliot, our furgeon, died. At our

firft fetting out, he promifed the faireft

for holding out, being a very ftrong, ac-

tive young man : he had gone through

an infinite deal of fatigue, as Mr. Ha-

milton and he were the beft iliots

amongft us, and whilft our ammunition

lafted never fpared themfelves, and in a

great meafure provided for the reft ; but

he died the death many others had done

before him, being quite ftarved. We

fcraped a hole for him in the fand, and

buried him in the beft manner we could.

L 2 Here



Here I muft relate a little anecdote

of our chriftian cacique. He and his

wife had gone off, at fome diftance

from the fhore, in their canoe, when

fhe dived for fea-eggs ; but not meet-

ing with great fuccefs, they return-

ed a good deal out of humour. A little

boy of theirs, about three years old,

whom they appeared to be doatingly

fond of, watching for his father and

mother's return, ran into the furf to

meet them : the father handed a

baiket of fea-eggs to the child, which

being too heavy for him to carry, he

let it fall ; upon which the father

jumped out of the canoe, and catch-

ing the boy up in his arms, daflhed

him with the utmoft violence againft the

flones. The poor little creature lay

motionlefs and bleeding, and in that

condition was taken up by the mother j

but died foon after. She appeared in-

cQiiiblable for fome time j but the brute

his
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his father fhewed little concern about

it, A day or two after we put to fea

again, and crofled the great bay I men-

tioned we had been to the bottom of,

when we firfl hauled away to the weft-

ward. The land here was very low and

fandy,withfomethinglike the mouth of a

river which difcharged itfelf into the fea ;

and which had been taken no notice of

by us before, as it was fo (hallow that

the Indians were obliged to take every

thing out of their canoes, and carry it

over the neck of land, and then haul the

boats over into a river, which at this

part of it was very broad, more refem-

bling a lake than a river. We rowed up
it for four or five leagues, and then took

into a branch of it, that ran firft to the

eaftward, and then to the northward :

here it became much narrower, and the

ftream exceffively rapid, fo that we made

but little way, though we worked very

hard. At night we landed upon its

L 3 banks,



banks, and had a moft uncomfortable

lodging, it being a perfect fwamp ; and

we had nothing to cover us, though it

rained very hard. The Indians were

little better off than we, as there was no

wood here to make their wigwams ; fo

that all they could do was to prop

up the bark they carry in the bot-

tom of their canoes with their oars, and
>

flicker themfelves as well as they could

to leeward of it. They, knowing the

difficulties that were to be encountered

here, had provided themfelves with fome

feal ; but we had not the leaft morfel to

eat, after the heavy fatigues of the day,

excepting a fort of root we faw fome ox
:

the Indians make ufe of, which was

very difagreeable to the taile. We la-

boured all the next day againil the

ilream, and fared as we had done the day

before. The next day brought us to

the carrying-place. Here was plenty of

wood ; but nothing to be got for fufte-

nance.



nance. The firft thing the Indians did

was to take every thing out of their ca-

noes; and after hauling them afliore,

they made their wigwams. We paffed

this night, as generally we had done,

under a tree ; but what we fuffered at

this time is not ealily to be expreffed. I

had been three days at the oar without

any kind of nourifhment, but the wretch-

ed root I mentioned before. I had no

(hirt, as mine was rotted off by bits ; and

we were devoured by vermin. All my
cloaths confided of an old fhort grieko,

which is fomething like a bearikin,

with a piece of a waiftcoat under it,

which once had been of red cloth, both

which I had on when I was caft away ;

I had a ragged pair of trowfers, without

either fhoe or flocking. The firft thing

the Indians did in the morning was to

take their canoes to pieces : and here, for

the information of the reader, it will be

aecefiary to defcribe the ilrufture of

thefe



thefe boats, which are extremely well

calculated for the ufe of thefe Indians, as

they are frequently obliged to carry them

over land a long way together, through

thick woods, to avoid doubling capes

and headlands, in feas where no open
boat could live. They generally con-

fift of five pieces, or planks $ one for the

bottom, and two for each fide ; and as

thefe people have no iron tools, the la-

bour muft be great in hacking a fingle

plank out of a large tree with (hells and

flints, though with the help of fire.

Along the edges of the plank, they

make fmall holes, at about an inch from

one to the other, and few them together

with the fupple-jack, or woodbine ; but

as thefe holes are not filled up by the

fubftance of the woodbine, their boats

would be immediately full of water if

they had not a method of preventing it.

They do this very effectually by the bark

gf a tree, which they firft fteep in water

for
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for fome time, and then beat it between

two (tones till it anfwers the ufe of oak-

um, and then chinfe each hole fo well,

that they do not admit of the leaft water

coming through, and are eafily taken

afunder and put together again. When

they have occafion to go over land, as

at this time, each man or woman carries

a plank ; whereas it would be impoflible

for them to drag a heavy boat intire.

Every body had fomething to carry ex-

cept captain Cheap ; and he was obliged

to be affifted, or never would have got

over this march ; for a worfe than this,

I believe, never was made. He, with

the others, fet out fome time before me.

I waited for two Indians, who belonged

to the canoe I came in ; and who remain-

ed to carry over the lail of the things

from the fide we were on. I had a

piece of wet heavy canvas, which belong-

ed to captain Cheap, with a bit of (linking

wrapped in it (which had been given

him
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him that morning by fome of the In-

dians) to carry upon my head, which

was a fufficient weight for a ftrong man
in health, through fuch roads, and a

grievous burthen to one in my condi-

tion. Our way was through a thick

wood, the bottom of which was a mere

quagmire, moft part of it up to our

knees, and often to our middle, and eve-

ry now and then we had a large tree to

get over ; for they often lay diredly in

our road. Befides this, we were conti-

nually treading upon the Humps of trees,

which were not to be avoided, as they

were covered with water ; and having
neither Ihoe nor flocking, rny feet and

legs were frequently torn and wounded.

Before I had got half a mile, the two In-

dians had left me ; and making the befl

of my way, left they fhould be all gone
before I got to the other fide, I fell off a

tree that croffed the road, into a very deep

fwamp, where I very narrowly efcaped

drowning.
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drowning, by the weight of the burthen

I had on my head. It was a long while

before I could extricate myfelf from this

difficulty ; and when I did, my ftrength

was quite exhaufted. I fat down under

a tree, and there gave way to melan-

choly reflexions. However, as I was

fenfible thefe reflexions would anfwer

no end, they did not laft long. I got

up, and marking a great tree, I then de-

pofited my load, not being able to carry

it any farther, and fet out to join my
company. It was fome hours before I

reached my companions. I found them

fitting under a tree, and fat myfelf

down by them without fpeaking a word;

nor did they fpeak to me, as I remem-

ber, for fome time ; when captain Cheap

breaking filence, began to alk after the

feal and piece of canvas. I told him the

difafter I had met with, which he might

have eafily guefled by the condition the

rags I had on were in, as well as having

my



feet and ancles cut to pieces ; but in-

ftead of compallion for my fufferings,

I heard nothing but grumbling from

every one, for the irreparable lofs they

had fuftained by me. I made no anfwer ;

but after refting myfelf a little, I got up
and ftruck into the wood, and walked

back at leaft five miles to the tree I had

marked, and returned juil time enough
to deliver it before my companions em-

barked, with the Indians, upon a great

lake, the oppofite part of which feemed

to wafli the foot of the Cordilleras. I

wanted to embark with them , but was
/

given to underftand I was to wait for

fome other Indians that were to follow

them. I knew not where thefe Indians

were to come from : I was left alone

upon the beach, and night was at hand.

They left me not even a morfel of the

ftinking feal that I had fuffered fo much

about. I kept my eyes upon the boats

as long as I could diftinguifli them ; and

then
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then returned intothe wood, and fat myfelf

down upon the root of a tree, having eat

nothing the whole day but the ftem of

a plant which refembles that of an arti-

choke, which is of a juicy confidence,

and acid tafte. Quite worn out with fa-

tigue, I foon fell afleep ; and awaking

before day, I thought I heard fome

voices at no great diftance from rne.

As the day appeared, looking further in-

to the wood, I perceived a wigwam, and

immediately made towards it ; but the

reception I met with was not at all agree-

able ; for Hooping to get into it, I pre-

fently received two or three kicks in my
face, and at the fame time heard the

found of voices feemingly in anger ;

which made rne retire, and wait at the

foot of a tree, where I remained till an

old woman peeped out, and made ngns

to me to draw near. I obeyed very rea-

dily, and went into the wigwam : in it

were three men and two women ; one
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young man feemed to have great refpel

fhewn to him by the reft, though he was

the moft iniferable object I ever faw. He

was a perfect fkeleton, and covered with

fores from head to foot. I was happy

to fit a moment by their fire, as I was

quite benumbed with cold. The old

woman took out a piece of feal, holding

one part of it between her feet, and the

other end in her teeth, and then cut off

fome thin flices with a fliarp ftiell, and

diftributed them about to the other In-

dians. She then put a bit on the fire,

taking a piece of fat in her mouth, which

{he kept chewing, every now and then

fpirting fome of it on the piece that was

warming upon the fire ; for they never

do more with it than warm it through*

When it was ready, (he gave me a little

bit, which I fwallowed whole, being al-

moft ftarved. As thefe Indians were all

ftrangers to me, I did not know which

way they were going ; and indeed it was

now
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now become quite indifferent to me

which way I went, whether to the north-

ward or fouthward, Ib that they would

but take me with them, and give me

fomething to eat. However, to make

them comprehend me, I pointed firft to

the fouthward, and after to the lake, and

I foon underftood they were going to the

northward. They all went out together,

excepting the fick Indian, and took up
the plank of the canoe, which lay near

the wigwam, and carried it upon the

beach, and prefently put it together ; and

getting every thing into it, they put me

to the oar. We rowed acrofs the lake

to the mouth of a very rapid river, where

we put afliore for that night, not daring

to get any way down in the dark ; as it

required the greateft fkill, even in the

day, to avoid running foul of the fiumps

and roots of trees, of which this river

was full. I puffed a melancholy night,

as they would not fuffer me to come

2 near



near thewigwam they had made; nor did

they give me the lead bit of any one

thing to eat fince we embarked. In the

morning we fet offagain. The weather

proved extremely bad the whole day.

We went down the river at an amazing
rate ; and juft before night they put

afhore upon a ftony beach. They haul*

ed the canoe up, and all difappeared in

a moment, and I was left quire alone : it

rained violently, and was very dark. I

thought it was as well to
lay down upon

the beach, half fide in water, as to

get into a fwamp under a dropping tree.

In this difmal fituation I fell afleep, and

awaked three or four hours after in fuch

agonies with the cramp, that I thought I

muft die upon the fpot. I attempted fe-

veral times to raife myfelf upon my legs,

but could not. At laft I made fhift to

get upon my knees, and looking towards

the wood I faw a great fire at forne dif-

tance from me. I was a long time

6 crawling



crawling to it ; and when I reached it, I

threw myfelf almoft into it, in hopes of

finding fome relief from the pain I fuf-

fered. This intrufion gave great offence

to the Indians, who immediately got up,

kicking and beating me till they drove

me to fome diftance from it ; however, I

contrived, a little after, to place myfelf

fo as to receive fome warmth from it ;

by which I got rid of the cramp. In the

morning we left this place, and were foon

after out of the river. Being now at fea

again, the Indians intended put ting afliore

at the firft convenient place, to look for

ftiell-fifti, their ftock of provifions having

been quite exhaufted for fome time. At

low water we landed upon a fpot that

feerned to promife well ; and here \ve

found plenty of limpets. Though at

this time ftarving, I did not attempt to eat

one, left I fhould lofe a moment in ga-

thering them ; not knowing how foon

the Indians might be going again. I had

M almoft



a!mod filled my hat when I favv them re-

turning to the canoe. I made what halts

I could to her ; for I believe they would

have made no confcience of leaving me

behind. I fat down to my oar again,

placing my hat clofe to me, every now

and then eating a limpet. The Indians

v;ere employed the fame way, when one

of them feeing me throw thefhells over-

board, fpoke to the reft in a violent

paffion ; and getting up, fell upon me,

and feizing me by an old ragged hand-

kerchief I had about my neck, almoft

throttled me ; whilft another took me

by the legs, and was going to throw me

overboard, if the old woman had not

prevented them. 1 was all this time in-

tirely ignorant by what means I had

given offence, till I obferved that the In-

dians, after eating the limpets, carefully

put the fiiells in a heap at the bottom

of the canoe. I then concluded there

-as feme fuperftition about throwing

thefe



thefe (hells into the fea, my ignorance of

which had very nearly coil me my life.

I was refolved to eat no more limpets till

we landed, which we did fome time af-*

ter, upon an ifland. I then took notice

that the Indians brought all their fhells

afliore, and laid them above high water

mark. Here, as I was going to eat a

large bunch of berries I had gathered

from a tree, for they looked very tempt-

ing, one of the Indians fnatched them out

of my hand and threw them away,

making me to underftand that they were

poifonous. Thus, in all probability, did

thefe people now fave my life, who, a

few hours before, were going to take it

from me for throwing away a iiiell.

In two days after, I joined my com-

panions again ; but don't remember

that there was the lead joy fhewn on ei-

ther fide at meeting. At this place was

a very large canoe belonging to our

guide, which would have required at

M 2 leaft
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lead fix men to the oar to have made any

kind of expedition : inftead of that, there

was only Campbel and myfelf, befides

the Indian, his companion, or fervant, to

row, the cacique himfelf never touching

an oar, but fitting with his wife all the

time much at his eafe. Mr. Hamilton

continued in the fame canoe he had been

in all along, and which ftill was to keep

us company fome way further, though

many of the others had left us. This

was dreadful hard work to fuch poor

ftarved wretches as we were, to be Hav-

ing at the oar all day long in fuch a

heavy boat ; and this inhuman fellow

would never give us a fcrap to eat, ex-

cepting >vhen he took fo much feal that

he could not contrive to carry it all away
with him, which happened very feldoiru

After working like galley-Haves all day,

towards night, when we landed, inftead

of raking any reft, Mr. Campbell and I

were fomedmes obliged to go miles

8 along



along fhore to get a few fhell-fifh ; and

juft as we have made a little fire in order

to drefs them, he has commanded us into

the boat again, and kept us rowing tha

whole night without ever landing. It

is irnpoflible for me ta defcribe the mi-

ferable ftate we were reduced to : our bo-

dies were fo emaciated, that we hardly

appeared the. figures of men. It bas

often happened to me in the coldeft night,

both in hail and fnow, where we had

nothing but an open beach to lay down

upon, in order to procure a little reft,

that I have been obliged to pull off the

few rags I had on, as it was impoffible

to get a moment's fleep with them on for

the vermin that fwarmed about them ;

though I ufed, as often as I had time,

to take my clothes off. and putting them

upon a large ftone, beat them with ano-

ther, in hopes of killing hundreds at

once; for it was endlefs work to pick

them off, What we fuffered from this,

M 3 was



was ten times worfe even thanhunger. But

we were clean in comparifon to captain

Cheap ; for I* could compare his body to

nothing but an ant-hill, with thoufands

of thofe infects crawling over it ; for he

was now pail attempting to rid himfelf

in the leaft from this torment, as he had

quite loft himfelf, not recolle<5ting our

names that were about him, or even his
\

own. His beard was as long as a her-

mit's : that and his face being covered

with train-oil and dirt, from having

long accuftomed himfelf to fleep upon a

bag. by the way of pillow, in which he

kept the pieces of linking feal. This

prudent method he took to prevent our

getting at it whilft he flept. His legs

were as big as mill-polls, though his

>: '.y appeared to be nothing but fkin

and bone.

One day we fell in with about forty

Indians, who came down to the beach

we landed en, curioufly painted. Our ca-

cique



cique feemed to underftand but little c*f

their language, and it founded to us very

different from what we had heard be-

fore. However, they made us compre-

hend that a (hip had been upon the

coaft not far from where we then were,

and that (he had a red flag: this we un-

derftood fome time after to have been the

Anne pink, whofe adventures are pani-

cularly related in Lord Anfon's Voyage ;

and we parted through the very harbour

fhe had lain in.

As there was but one fmall canoe that

intended to accompany us any longer;

and that in which Mr. Hamiltou had

been to this time, intended to proceed no

further to the northward ; our cacique

propofed to him to come into our canoe,

which he refufed, as the infolence of this

fellow was to him infupportable ; he

therefore rather chofe to remain where

he was, till chance ihould throw in his

way fbme other means of getting for-

M 4 ward :



ward : fo here we left him ; and it was

fome months before we faw him again.

We now got on, by very flow degrees, to

the northward ; and as the difficulties and

hardships we daily went through would

only be a repetition of thofe already

mentioned, I fhall fay no more, but that

at lad we reached an ifland about thirty

leagues to the fouthward of Chiloe.

Here we remained two days for a favour-

able opportunity to crofs the bay, the very

thoughts of which feemed to frighten

our cacique out of his fenfes ; and in-

deed
5
there was great reafon for his ap-

prehenfions ; for there ran a moft dread-

ful hollow fea, dangerous, indeed, for

any open boat whatever, but a thpufand

times more for fuch a crazy veffel as we

were in. He at length muftered up re-

folution enough to attempt it, firft having

croficd himfelf for an hour together, and

made a kind of lug- fail out of the bits of

bnkets they wore about them, fewed

together
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together with fplit fupple jacks. We
then put off, and a terrible paffage we

had. The bottom plank of the canoe

was fplit, which opened upon every fea ;

and the water continually rufliing over

the gunnel, I may fay that we were in

a manner full the whole way over,

though all hands were employed in ba-

ling without ceafing a moment. As we

drew near the fliore, the cacique was

eager to land, having been terrified to

that degree with this run, that if- it had

not been for us, every foul muil have

perifhed ; for he had very near got in

amongft the breakers, where the fea drove

with fuch violence upon the rocks, that

not even an Indian could have efcaped,

efpecially as it was in the night. We

kept off till we got into fmooth water,

and landed upon the ifland of Chiloe;

though in a part of it that was not in-

habited. Here we ftaid all the next day,

in a very heavy fnow, to recover ourfelves

a little



a. little after our fatigue ; but the cold

was fo exceffive, having neither (hoe nor

flocking, we thought we fhould have loft

our feet ; and captain Cheap was fo ill,

that if he had had but a few leagues

further to have gone without relief, he

could not have held out. It pleafed God

now that our fufferings, in a great mea-

fure, were drawing to an end.

What things our cacique had brought

with him from the wreck, he here bu-

ried under ground, in order to conceal

them from the Spaniards, who would

not have left him a rufty nail if they

had known of it. Towards evening,

we fet off again ; and about nine the fame

night, to our great joy, we obferved

fomething that had the appearance of a

houfe. It belonged to an acquaintance

of our cacique ; and as he was poflefled

of my fowling-piece, and we had pre-

ferved about one charge of powder, he

made us load it for him, and defired we

would



would fhew him how to difcharge it j

upon which, {landing up, and holding

, his head from it as far as poffible, he

fired, and fell back into the bottom of

the canoe. The Indians belonging to

the houfe, not in the leaft ufed to fire-

arms, ran out and hid themfelves in

the woods. But after fome time, one of

them, bolder than the reft, got upon a

hill, and hollowed to us, afking who and

what we were. Our cacique now made

himfelf known, and they prefently came

down to the boat, bringing with them

fome fifh, and plenty cf potatoes. This

was the moft comfortable meal we had

made for many long months ; and as

foon as this was over we rowed about

two miles farther to a little village,

where we landed. Here our cacique

prefently awaked all the inhabitants

by the noife he made, and obliged one

of them to open his door to us, and

immediately to make a large fire ; for

the



the weather was very fevere, this being

the month of June, the depth of winter

in this part of the world. The Indians

now flocked thick about us, and feemed

to have great compaffion for us, as our

cacique related to them what part he

knew of our hiilory. They knew not

what countrymen we were, nor could

our guide inform them ; for he had often

afked us if we were French, Dutch, or

Englifh, the only nations he had ever

heard of befides the Spaniards. We al-

ways anfwered we were from Grande

Bretagne, which he could make nothing

of ; for we were afraid, if he knew us

to be Englifh, as he had heard that na-

tion was at war with the Spaniards, he

never would have conduced us to Chiloe.

Thefe good-natured cornpaffionate

creatures feemed to vie with each other

who fhould take the moft care of us.

They made a bed of fheep-fkins clofe to

the fire, for captain Cheap, and laid him

upon
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upon it ; and indeed, had it not been for

the kind affiilance he now met with, he

could not have furvived three days

longer. Though it was now about

midnight, they went out and killed a

ilieep, of which they made -broth, and

baked a large cake of barley-meal. Any

body may imagine what a treat this was

to wretches who had not tailed a bit

of bread, or any wholefcme diet, for

fuch a length of time. After we could

eat no longer, we went to fleep about the

fire, which the Indians took care to keep

up. In the morning, the women came

from far and near, each bringing with

her foinething. Almoft every one had

a pipkin in her hand, containing either

fowls or mutton made into broth, pota-

toes, eggs, or other eatables. We fell to

work as if we had eat nothing in the

night, and employed ourfelves fo for the

belt part of the day. In the evening,

the men filled our hcufe, bringing with

them
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them fome jars of a liquor they called

chicha, made of barley-meal, and not

very unlike our oat- ale in tafte, which

will intoxicate thofe who drink a fuffi-

cient quantity of it ; for a little has no

effedt. As foon as the drink was out, a

frefti fupply of victuals was brought in;

and in this manner we pafled the whole

time we remained with thefe hofpitable

Indians. They are a ftrong well made

people, extremely well featured, both

men and women, and vaftly neat in their

perfons. The mens drefs is called by

them a puncho, which is a fquare piece

of cloth, generally in ftripes of different

colours, with a flit in the middle of it

wide enough to let their heads through,

fo that it hangs on their fhouklers,

half of it falling before, and the oiher

behind them : under this they wear a

Ihort kind of flannel fhirt without fleeves

or neck. They have wide-kneed

breeches, fomething like the Dutch

feamerv



fcamen, and on their legs a fort of

knit buikins without any feet to them ;

but never any flioes. Their hair is

always combed very fmooth, and tied

very tight up in a great bunch clofe to

the neck : fome wear a very neat hat

of their own making, and others go

without. The women wear a (hift like

the mens fliirts, without fleeves ; and

over it a fquare piece of cloth, which

they faften before with a large filver

pin, and a petticoat of different ftripes:

they take as much care of their hair as

the men; and both have always a kind

of fillet bound very tight about the

forehead, and made faft behind: in Ihort,

thefe people are as cleanly as the feveral

favage nations we had met with before

were beailly. Upon our firft coming

here, they had difpatched a meffenger

to the Spanifli corregidore at Caftro, a

town a confiderablediftance from hence,

to inform him of our arrival, At the

end
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end of three days, this man returned

with an order to the chief caciques of

thefe Indians we were amongft, to carry

us directly to a certain place, where

there would be a party of ibldiers to re-

ceive us. Thefe poor people now feemed

to be under great concern for us, hear-

ing by the rneffenger the preparations

that were making to receive us ; for they

ftand in vaft dread of the Spanifh fol-

diery. They were very defirous of

knowing what countrymen we were.

We told them we were Englifli, and at

that time at war with the Spaniards 5

upon which they appeared fonder of us

than ever ; and I verily believe, if they

durft, would have concealed us amongft

them, left we fhould come to any harm.

They are fo far from being in the Spa-

nifli intereft, that they deteft the very

name of a Spaniard. And, indeed, I am
not furprifed at it ; for they are kept un-

der fuch fubjeftion, and fuch a laborious

flavery,



flavery, by mere dint of hard ufage and

punifhments, that it appears to me the

raoft abfurd thing in the world, that

the Spaniards fhould rely upon thefe

people for affiftance upon any emer-

gency. We embarked in the evening,

and it was night before we got to the

place where we were to be delivered up
to the Spanifh guard. We were met by

three or four officers, and a number of

foldiers, all with their fpados drawn,

who furrounded us as if they had the

moft formidable enemy to take charge

of, inftead of three poor helplefs wretches,

who, notwithftanding the good living

we had met with amongft thefe kind In*

dians, could hardly fupport ourfelves.

They carried us to the top of a hill, and

there put us under a Ihed j for it confifted

of a thatched roof, without any fides or

walls, being quite open ; and here we

were to lay upon the cold ground. All

forts of people now came to ftare at us as

N a fight j
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a fight ; but the Indian women never

came empty-handed ; they always brought

\vith them either fowls, mutton, or fbme

kind of provifion to us ; fo that we lived

well enough. However, we found a

very fenfible difference between the treat-

ment we had met with from the Indians,

and what we now experienced from the

Spaniards : With the former, we were

quite at liberty to do as we pleafed ;

but here, if we only went ten yards to

attempt at getting rid of fome of the ver-

min that devoured us, we had two fol-

diers, with drawn fpados, to attend us.

About the third day, a jefuit from Caflro

came to fee us ; not from a motive of

compaflion, but from a report fpread by

our Indian cacique, that we had fome

things of great value about us. Having

by chance feen captain Cheap pull out a

gold repeating watch, the firft thing %

the good father did was to lug out of

his pocket a bottle of brandy, and give

us
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us a dram, in order to open our hearts.

He then came roundly to the point, afk-

ing us if we had faved no watches or

rings. Captain Cheap declared he had

nothing, never fufpe&ing that the In-

dian had feen his watch, having, as he

thought, always taken great care to con-

ceal it from him ; but knowing that

Campbel had a filver watch, which had

been the property of cur furgeon, he

defired him to make it a prefent to the

jefuit, telling him, at the fame time, that

as thefe people had great power and

authority, it might be of fervice to us

hereafter. This Campbel very unwil-

lingly did, and received from the father,

not long after, a pitiful prefent, not a

quarter part of the value of the rim of the

watch. We underflood afterwards, that

this had come to the governor's ears, who

was highly offended at it, as thinking

that if any thing of that fort had been

to be had, it was his due ; and did not

N 2 fpare



fpare the jefuits in the Icaft upon the

occafion. Soon after this, the officer of

the guard informed us there was an or-

der eome to carry us to Caftuo. In the

evening, we were conducted to the wa-

ter-fide, and put into a large periago $,

and there were feveral more, to attend us

full of foldiers. About eight o'clock at

night, we were off the town. The boats

all laid upon their oars, and there was

a great deal of ceremony ufed in hailing

and aiking for the keys, as if it had

been a regular fortification. After fome

time, we landed ; but could fee neither

gates nor walls, nor any thing that

had the appearance of a garrifon. As

we walked up a fteep hill into the town,

the way was lined with men who had

broomfticks upon their (boulders inftead

of mufquets, and a lighted match in

their hands. When we came to the

corregidore's houfe, we found it full of

people. He was an old man, very tall,

with
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-with a long cloak on, a tye wig without

any curl, and a fpado of immenfe length

by his fide. He received us in great

ftate and form ; but as we had no inter-

preter, we underftood little or nothing of

the queftions he afked us. He ordered

a table to be fpread for us wiih cold

ham and fowls ; which we three only fat

down to, and in a fliort time difpatched

more than ten men with common appe-

tites would have done. It is amazing,

that our eating to that excefs we had

done, from the time we firft got amongft

thefe kind Indians, had not killed us ;

we were never fatisfied, and ufed to take

all opportunities, for fome months after,

of filling our pockets when we were not

ieen
5
thatwe might getup two or three times

in the night to cram ourfelves. Captain

Cheap ufed to declare, that he was quite

alhamed of himfelf. After fupper, the

corregidore carried us to the jefuits col-

lege, attended by the foldiers, and all the

N s rabble
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rabble of the town. This was intended,

at prefent, for our prifon, till orders

were received from the governor, who

refided at Chaco, above thirty leagues

from this place. When we got to the

college, the corregidore defired the father

provincial, as they {tiled him, or head of

the jefuits here, to find out what reli-

gion we were of, or whether we had

any or not. He then retired, the gates

were fhut, and we were conducted to a

cell. We found in it fomething like

beds fpread on the floor, and an old rag-

ged fhirt apiece, but clean, which was of

infinite fervice to us ; nor did eating at

firft give me half the fatisfaftion this

treafure of an old fliirt did. Though
this college was large, there were but

four jefuits in ir, nor were there any

more of that order upon the ifland. In the

morning, captain Cheap was fent for by

the father provincial : their converfation

was carried on in Latin, perhaps not the

beft



bed on either fide ; however, they made

ftiift to underftand one another. When

he returned, he told us the good fathers

were flill harping upon what things of

value we might have faved and con-

cealed about us ; and that if we had any

thing of that fort, we could not do better

than let them have it. Religion feemed

to be quite out of the queftion at prefent ;

but a day or two after the corregidore being

informed that we were heretics, he defired

thefe jefuits would convert us ; but one of

them told him it was a mere joke to at-

tempt it, as we could have no induce-

ment upon that ifland to change our

religion ; but that when we got to Chili,

in fuch a delightful country as that was,

where there was nothing but diverfions

and amufements, we fhould be converted

faft enough. We kept clofe to our cell

till the bell rang for dinner, when we

were conducted into a hall, where there

was one table for the fathers, and an-

N 4 other



other for us. After a very long Latin

prayer, we fat down and eat what was

put before us, without a fingle word paff-

ing at either table. As foon as we had

finifhed, there was another long prayer,

which, however, did not appear fo te-

dious as the firft ; and then we retired

to our cell again. In this manner we

pafled eight days without ever ftirring

out ; all which time one might have

imagined oneVfelf out of the world ;

for excepting the bell for dinner, a filence

reigned throughout the whole, as if the

place had been uninhabited. A little be-

fore dark, on the eighth evening, we

heard a violent knocking at the gate;

which was no fooner opened than there

entered a young officer booted and fpur-

red, who acquainted the fathers that he

was fent by the governor to condu<ft us

to Chaco. This young man was the

governor's fon ; by which means he ob-

tained a commiffion nest in authority,

upon



upon this ifland, to his father. He

ought to have been kept at fchool ; for he

was a vain, empty coxcomb, much dif-

liked by the people of the ifland. After

taking leave of the jefuits, who I ima-

gine were not forry to be rid of us,

after finding their expectations baulked,

we fet out, having about thirty foldiers

on horfeback to attend us, We rode

about eight miles that night, when we

came to an Eftancia, or farm-houfe, be-

longing to an old lady, who had two

handfome daughters. Here we were very

well entertained ; and the good old lady

feemed to have great compaffion for us.

She afked the governor's fon if he

thought his father would have any ob-

jedlion to my paffing a month with her

at her farm. As Ihe was a perfon of

rank in this ifland, he faid he would ac-

quaint his father with her requeft, and

made no doubt but he would grant it.

I obfervcd our foldiers, when they came

into
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into the houfe, had none of them any

flioes on, but wore bufkins, like the In-

dians, without any feet to them. They
all had monftrous great fpurs, fome of

filver and others of copper, which made

a rattling when they walked, like chains.

They were all ftout, ftrong-looking

men, as the Spaniards, natives of the

ifland, in general are. After a good

fupper, we had fheep-fkins laid near the

fire for us to fleep on. Early ^in the

morning we mounted again ; and after

riding iome miles acrofs the country,

we came to the water-fide, where we

found feveral periagos waiting for us,

with fome officers in them. Moft of the

foldiers difmounted and embarked with

us, a few only being fent round with the

horfes. It was three days before we

arrived at Chaco, as the tides between

this ifland and the main are fo rapid that

no boat can item them. The fame pre-

caution was taken here as at Caftro ; we

/ pafiecj
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pafifed through a whole lane of foldiers,

armed as I mentioned thofe to have been

before, excepting a few, who really had

matchlocks, the only fire arms they

have here. The foldiers, upon our jour-?

ney, had given a pompous account of

el Palacio del Key, or the king's palace,

as they ftiled the governor's houfe, and

therefore we expected to fee fomething

very magnificent ; but it was nothing

better than a large thatched barn, par-

titioned off into feveral rooms. The go-

vernor was fitting at a large table co-

vered with a piece of red ferge, having

all the principal officers about him.

After fome time, he made us fit down,

attempting to converfe with us by his

linguift, who was a ftupid old fellow,

that could neither talk Englifli nor

Spaniih, but faid he was born in Eng-r

land, had refided above forty years in

that country, and having formerly been

a buccaneer, was taken by the Spaniards

near
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near Panama. The governor kept us to

fupper, and then we were conducted

acrofs the court to our apartment, which

was a place that had ferved to keep the

fire wood for the governor's kitchen ;

however, as it was dry over head, we

thought ourfelves extremely well lodged.

There was a foldier placed at the door

with a drawn fpado in his hand, to pre-

vent our ftirring out ; which was quite

tinneceffary, as we knew not where to

go if we had been at liberty. One of

thefe foldiers took a great fancy to my

ragged grieko, which had ftill fome

thoufands about it ; and in exchange

gave me an old puncho, the fort of gar-

ment with a hole in the middle to put

one's head through, as above related to

'be worn by the Indians ; and for the little

bit of my waiftcoat that remained, he

gave me a pair of breeches. I now fliould

have thought myfeif very handfomely

equipped, if I had had but another fhirt.

a The



The next day, about noon, the governor

fent for us, and we dined at his table 5 after

which we returned to our lodging, where

we were never alone ; for every body

was curious to fee us. We pafled about

a week in this manner, when the centi-

nel was taken off, and we were allowed

to look about us a little, though not to

go out of the palace, as they were pleafed

to call it. We dined every day with the

governor ; but were not very fond of his

faft days, which fucceeded each other too

quickly. I contrived to make friends

with his fteward and cook j by which

means I always carried my pockets full

to my apartment, where I pafled my
time very agreeably. Soon after, we had

leave to walk about the town, or go

wherever we pleafed. Every houfe was

open to us ; and though it was but an

hour after we had dined, they always

fpread a table, thinking we never could

eat enough after what we had fuifered ;

and



and we were much of the fame opinion.

They are, in general, a charitable, good

fort of people ; but very ignorant, and

governed by their priefts, who make

them belive juft what they pleafe. The

Indian language is chiefly fpoken here,

even by the Spaniards one amongft an-

other ; and they fay they think it a finer

language than their own. The women

have fine complexions, and many of

them are very handfome ; they have

good voices, and can ftruin a little upon
the guittar ; but they have an ugly cuf-

tom of fmoking tobacco, which is a very

fcarce commodity here ; and therefore is

looked upon as a great treat when they

meet at one another's houfes. The lady

of the houfe comes in with a large

wooden pipe crammed with tobacco ;

and after taking two or three hearty

whiffs, fhe holds her head under her

cloak left any of the fmoke (hould efcape,

and then fwallows it ; fome time after

you



you fee it coming out of her nofe and

ears. She then hands the pipe to the

next lady, who does the fame, till it has

gone through the whole company. Their

houfes are but very mean, as will be ea-

fily imagined by what I have faid of the

governor's. They make their fire in the

middle of their rooms ; but have no

chimneys ; there is a fmall hole at each

end of the roof, to let the fmoke out. It

is only the better fort of people that eat

bread made of wheat, as they grow but

very little here, and they have no mills

to grind it ; but then they have great

plenty of the finefl potatoes in the world:

thefe are always roafled in the allies,

then fcraped, and ferved up at meals in-

flcad of bread. They breed abundance

of fwine, as they fuppiy both Chili and

Peru with hams. They are in no want

of fheep, but are not overftocked with

cows ; owing, in a great meafure, to
*

their own indolence in not clearing away

i the



the woods ; which if they would be at

the pains to do, they might have fufli-

cient pafture. Their trade confifts in

hams, hogs- lard, which is ufed through-

out all South America inftead of butter,

cedar plank, which the Indians are con-

tinually employed in cutting quite to the

foot of the Cordilleras, little carved boxes,

which the Spa nifti ladies ufe to put their

work in, carpets, quilts,
and punchos

neatly embroidered all round ; for thefe,

both in Chili and Peru, are ufed by the

people of the firft fafiiion, as well as the

inferior fort, by way of riding-drefs, and

are efteemed to be much more convenient

for a horfeman than any kind of coat

whatever.
i

'

They have what they call an annual

{hip from Lima, as they never expeft

more than one in the year j though

fometimes it happens that two have

come, and at other times they have been

two or three years without any. When

this
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this happens, they are greatly diftrefled,

as this fhip brings them baize, cloth,

linens, hats, ribbons, tobacco, fugar,

brandy, and wine ; but this latter ar-

ticle is chiefly for the ufe of the churches:

matte, an herb from Paraguay, ufed all

over South America inftead '. of tea, is

alfo a neceffary article. This Chip's

cargo is chiefly configned to the jefuits,

who have more Indians employed for

them than all the reft of. the inhabitants to-

gether, and of courfe engrofs almoft the

whole trade. There is no money cur-

rent in this iiland. If any perfcn wants

a few yards of linen, a little fugar, to-

bacco, or any other thing brought from

Peru, he gives fo many cedar-planks,

hams, or punchos, in exchange. Some

time after we had been here, a fnow ar-

rived in the harbour from Lima, which

occafioned great joy amongft the inha-

bitants, as they had no fhip the year be-

fore, from the alarm lord Anfon had

O given



given upon the coaft. This was not

the annual veflel, but one of thofe that I

mentioned before which come unexpeft-

edly. The captain of her was an old

man, well known upon the ifland, who

had traded here once in two or three

years, for more than thirty years part.

He had a remarkable large head, and

therefore was commonly known by a

nick-name they had given him of Ca-

bu^o de Toro, or Bull's-head. He had

not been here a week before he came to

the governor, and told him, with a mod

melancholy countenance, that he had

not fiept a wink fmce he came into the

harbour, as the governor was pleafed to

allow three Engliili prifoners liberty to

walk about inftead of confining them ;

and that he expected every moment they

would board his veflel, and carry her

away : this he faid when he had above

thirty hands aboard. The governor af-

lured him he would be anfwerable for

us,
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us, and that he might fleep in quiet ;

though at the fame time he could not

help laughing at the man, as all the peo-

ple in the town did. Thefe affurances

did not fatisfy the captain : he ufed the

utmoft difpatch in difpofmg of his cargo,

and put to fea again, not thinking him-

felf fafe till he had loft fight of the

ifland. It was about three months after

us that Mr. Hamilton was brought in,

by a party that the governor had fent to

the fouthward on purpofe to fetch him.

He was in a wretched condition upon his

firft arrival, but foon recovered with the

good living he found here.

It is ufual for the governor to make

a tour, every year, through the feveral

diftrifts belonging to his government:

on this occafion he took us with him.

The firft place he vifited was Carelmapo,

on the main ; and from thence to Caftro.

At thefe places, he holds a kind of court ;

all the chief caciques meeting him, and

O 2 informing



informing him of what has paffed fince

his laft vifit, and receiving frefli orders

for the year to come. At Caftro we had

the fame liberty we enjoyed at Chaco,

and vifrted every body. It feemed they

had forgot all the ceremony ufed upon our

iirft landing here, v/hich was with an in-
;._> '

tent to make us believe it was ftrongly

fortified ; for now they let us fee plainly

chat they had neither fort nor gun. At

Chaco they had a little earthen fort,

with a {mail ditch palifadoed round it,

and a fe\v old honey-combed guns with-

out carriages, and which do not defend
CJ

the harbour in the lead. Whilft we were

at Caftro, the old lady (at whofe houfe

we lay the firft night upon leaving the

fuits college) lent to the governor, and

begged I might be allowed to come to

her for a few weeks : this was granted ;

and accordingly I went 'and paffed about

three weeks with her very happily, as

{he feemed to be as fond of me as if I

had
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had been her own fon. She was very

unwilling to part with me again ; but

as the governor was foon to return to

Chaco, he fent for me, and 1 left my be-

nefaftrefs with regret.

Amongft the houfes we vifited at

Caftro, there was one belonging to an old

prieft, who was efteemed one of the

richer!: perfons upon the ifland. He had

a niece, of whom he was extremely fond,

and w^ho was to inherit all he poiTeffed.

He had taken a great deal of pains with

her education, and Hie was reckoned one

of the mofl accomplished young ladies of

Chiloe. Her perfon was good, though

(he could not be called a regular beauty.

This young lady did me the honour to

take more notice of me than I deferved,

and propofed to her uncle to convert me,

and afterwards begged his confent to

marry me. As the old man doated up-

on her, he readily agreed to it'; and ac-

cordinglyon the next viful made him, ac-

O 3



quaintedine with the young lady's propo

fal, and his approbation of it, taking me at

the fame time into a room where there

were feveral chefts and boxes, which he

unlocked ; firft (hewing me what a num-

ber of fine cloaths his niece had, and

then his own wardrobe, which he faid

fhould be mine at his death. Amongft

other things, he produced a piece of

linen, which he faid fhould immedi-

ately be made up into fhirts for me. I
\

own this lad article was a great tempta-

tion to me ; however, I had the refolution

to withftand it, and made the belt excufes

I could for not accepting of the honour

they intended me ; for by this time I

could fpeak Spanifh well enough to make

inyfelf underftood.

Amongft the Indians who had come to

meet the governor here, there were fome

caciques of thofe Indians who had treated
.L

us fo kindly at our firft landing upon

Chiloc. One of thefe, a young man, had

been
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been guilty of fome offence, and was put

in irons
,
and threatened to be more feverely

punifhed. We could not learn his crime,

or whether the governor-did not do it in

a great meafure to fhew us his power

over thefe Indian chiefs : however, we

were under great concern for this young

man, who had been extremely kind to

us, and begged captain Cheap to inter-

cede with the governor for him. This

he did, and the cacique was releafed ; the

governor acquainting him at the fame

time, with great warmth, that it was to us

only he owed it, or otherwife he would

have made a fevere example of him. The

young man feemed to have been in no

dread of farther puniftiment, as I believe

he felt all a man could do from the in-

dignity of being put in irons in the pub-

lic fquare, before all his brother-ca-

ciques and many hundreds of other In-

dians. I thought this was not a very po-

litic flep of the governor, as the cacique
-

O 4 same
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came after to captain Cheap to thank

him for his goodnefs, and in all proba-

bility would remember the Englifli for

fome time after; and not only he, but all

the other caciques who had been wit-

nefTes of it, and who feemed to feel, if

poffible, even more than the young man
himfelf did. We now returned to Chaco,

and the governor told us, when the an-

nual iliip came, which they expected in

December, \ve fhould be fent in her to

Chili. We felt feveral earthquakes

while we were here. One day as I hap-

pened to be upon a vifit at a houfe where

I was very well acquainted, an Indian

came in, who lived at many leagues dif-

tance from this town, and who had made

this journey in order to purchafe fome

little trifles he wanted ; amongft other

things, he had bought fome prints of

faints. Very proud of thefe, he pro-

duced them, and put them into the hands

of the women, who very devoutly firft

crofled
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croffed themfelves with them, and after-

wards kiffed them ; then gave them to

me, faying at the fame time, they fup-

pofed fuch a heretic as I was would re-

fufe to kifs them. They were rip-ht in
J o

their conjectures : I returned them to the

Indian without going through that cere-

mony. At that very inftant, there hap-

pened a violent fliock of an earthquake,

which they imputed intirely to the anger

of the faints ; and all quitted the houfe

as faft as they could, left it fhould fall

upon their heads. For my parr, I made

the beft of my way home for fear of be-

ing knocked on the head, when out of the

houfe, by the rabble, who looked on me

as the caufe of all this mifchief, and did

not return to that houfe again till I

thought this affair was forgotten.

Here is a very good harbour ; but the

entrance is very dangerous for thofe who

are unacquainted with it, as the tides

are fo extremely rapid, and there are

funken
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funken rocks in the mid-channel. The

ifland is above feventy leagues round ;

and the body of it lies in about 40 deg.

20 min. fouth, and is the moft fouthern

fettlement the Spaniards have in thefe

feas. Their fummer is of no long du-

ration, and moft of the year round they

have hard gales of wind and much rain.

Oppofite the ifland, upon the Cordilleras,

there is a volcano, which, at times,

burns with great fury, and is fubjecft to

violent eruptions. One of thefe alarmed

the whole ifland, whilft we were here : it

founded in the night like great guns,

In the morning, the governor mounted

his horfe, and rode backwards and

forwards from his houfc to the

earthen fort, faying it was the Eng-

iifh coming in, but that he would give

them a warm reception ; meaning, I fup-

pofe, that he would have left them a good

fire in his houfe ; for I am certain he

would foon have been in the woods, if

he
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he had feen any thing like an Englifh

fhip coming in.

Women of the firft fafhion here fel-

dom wear fhoes or ftockings in the

houfe, but only keep them to wear

upon particular occafions. I have often

feen them coming to the church, which

flood oppofite to the governor's houfe,

bare-legg'd, walking through mud and

water ; and at the church door put on

their ftioes and ftockings, and
pull

them

off again when they came out. Though

they are in general handfome, and

have good complexions, yet many of

them paint in fo ridiculous a mariner,

that it is impoflible to help laughing in

their faces when you fee them.

The governor we found here was a

native of Chili. The government, which

is appointed by that prefidency, is for

three years ; which appears to be a long

banifliment to them, as their appoint-

ments are but fmall, though they make

the



the moft of it. The towns of Caftro and

Chaco confift only of fcattered houfes,

without a regular ftreet ; though both

have their places, or fquares, as almoft

all Spanifli towns have. Chaco is very

thinly inhabited, excepting at the time

the Lima fhip arrives j then they flock

thither from all parts of the ifiand, to

purchafe what little matters they want ;

and as foon as that is done, retire to their

eftancias, or farms. It was about the middle

of December this fliip came in ; and the

fecond of January, 1742-3, we embarked

on board of her. She was bound toValpa-

raifo. We got out to fea with fome difficul-

ty, having been driven by the ftrength of

the tide very near thofe funken rocks

mentioned before. We found a great feao
without ; and as the fhip was as deep as

any laden collier, her decks were conti-

nually well waflied. She was a fine veflel,

of about two hundred and fifty tons. The

timber the (hips of this country are built

of



of is excellent, as they laft a prodigious

time ; for they aflured us that the veffel

\ve were then in had been built above

forty years. The captain was a Spani-

ard, and knew not the leaft of fea affairs ;

the fecond captain, or mailer, the boat-

fwain, and his mate, were all three

Frenchmen, and very good feamen ; the

pilot was a Mulatto, and all the reft of the

crew were Indians and Negroes. The

latter were all ilaves and ftout fellows ;

but never fuffered to go aloft, left they

fliould fall overboard, and the owners

lofe fo much money by it. The Indians

were active, brifk men, and very good
feamen for that climate. We had on

board the head of the jefuits as pallenger.

He and captain Cheap v/ere admitted

into the great cabin, and mefled with the

captain and his chaplain. As for us,

we were obliged to ruff it the whole paf-

fage ; that is, when we were tired we

lay down upon the quarter-deck, in the

open,



(
206 )

open air, and flept as well as we could ;

but that was nothing to us, who had been

ufed to fare fo much worfe. We lived

well, eating with the mailer and boat-

fwain, who always had their meals upon
the quarter-deck, and drank brandy at

them as we do fmall beer ; and all the

reft of the day were fmoaking fegars.

The fifth day we made the land four

or five leagues to the fouthward of Val-

paraifo ; and foon after falling calm, a

great weftern fwell hurried us in very faft

towards the fliore. We dropped the lead

feveral times, but had fuch deep water

we could not anchor. They were all

much alarmed when the jefuit came out

of the cabin for the firft time, having

been fea-fick the whole pafTage. As foon

as he was informed of the danger, he

went back into the cabin, and brought

out the image of fome faint, wl ich he

defired might be hung up in the mizen-

flhrouds ; which being done, he kept threat-

8 ening
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cning it, that if we had not a breeze of

wind foon, he would certainly throw it

overboard. Soon after, we had a little

wind from off the land, when the jefuit

carried the image back with an air of

great triumph, faying he was certain

that we fhould not be without wind long,

though he had given himfelf over for

loft fome time before it came. Next

morning we anchored in the port of Val-

paraifo. In that part which is oppofite

to the fort, fliips layfo near the land, that

they have generally three anchors afhore,

as there is eight or ten fathom clofe to

it ; and the flaws come off the hills

with fuch violence, that if it was not for

this method of fecuring them, they

would be blown out. This is only in

fummer time, for in the winter months

no fhips ever attempt to come in here ;

the northerly winds then prevail, and

drive ia fuch a fea that they mud foon be

afhore.

The
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The Spaniih captain waited upon the

governor of the fort, and informed him

that he had four Englifh prifoners on

board. We were ordered afliore in the

afternoon, and were received as we got

upon the beach, by a file of foldiers, with

their bayonets fixed, who furrounded us,

and then marched up to the fort, attended

by a numerous mob. We were carried

before the governor, whofe houfe was

full of officers. He was blind, aiked a

few queftions, and then fpoke of nothing

but the ftrength of the garrifon he com-

manded, and defired to know if we had

obferved that all the lower battery was

brafs guns. We were immediately af-

ter, by his order, put into the con-

demned hole. There was nothing but

four bare walls, excepting a heap of lime

that filled one third of it, and made the

place fwarai with fleas in fuch a manner

that we were prefently covered with

them. Some of admiral Pizarro's fol-

diers
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cliers were here in garrifon that had been

landed from his fhips at Buenos Ayres>

as he could not get round Gape Horn.

A centinel's box was placed at our door,

and we had always a foldier with his

bayonet fixed, to prevent our ftirring

out. The curiofity of the people was

fuch, that our prifon was continually

full from morning till night, by which

the foldiers made a pretty penny, as they

took money from every perfon for the

fight. In a few days, captain Cheap

and Mr. Hamilton were ordered up to

St. Jago, as they were known to be of-

ficers by having faved their commiflions;

but Mr. Campbell and I were to continue

in prifon. Captain Cheap expreffed

great concern when he left us ; he told

me it was what he had all along dreaded,

that they would feparate us when we

got into this country ; but he allured

me, if he was permitted to fpeak to the

prefident, that he would never leave fol-

P liciting



liciting him till he obtained a grant for

me to be fent up to him. No fooner

were they gone than we fared very badly.

A common foldier, who was ordered to

provide for us by the governor, brought

us each, once a day, a few potatoes

mixed with hot water. The other fol-

diers of the garrifon, as well as the

people who flocked to fee us, took notice

of ir, and tcld the foldier it was cruel to

treat us in that manner. His anfwer

v.'as,
" The governor allows me but half a

real a day for each of thefe men ; what

can I do ? It is he that is to blame ;

atn (Locked every time 1 bring them this

fcanty pittance, though even that could

not be 'provided for the money he gives

them/' We from this time lived much

better, and the foldier brought us even

wine and fruit. We took it for granted,

that our cafe had been reprefented to the

governor, and that he had increafed our

pay. As to the firft, we were right in

our



our conjectures j it had been mentioned

to him, that it was impoflible we could

fubfiil en what he allowed ; and his an*

fwer to it was, that we might ftarve ; for

we fhould have no more from him, and

that he believed he fliould never be repaid

even that. This charitable fpeech of the

governor was made known every where,

and now almoft every one who came to

fee us gave us fomething; even the

mule-drivers would take out their to-

bacco pouch, in which they kept their

money, and give us half a real. All

this we would have given to our foldier,

but he never would receive a farthing

from us, telling us we might ftill want

it ; and the whole time we were there,

which was fome weeks, he laid afide

half his daily pay to fupply us, though

he had a wife and fix children, and

never could have the leaft hope or ex-

pe?tatiem of any recompence. How-

ever, two years after this, I had the fin-

P 2 gular



gular pleafure of making him fome re-

turn, when my circumftances were much

better than his. One night, when we

were locked up, there happened a dread-

ful fliock of an earthquake. We ex-

pefted, every moment, the roof and

walls of our prifon to fall in upon us,

and crufli us to pieces ; and what added

to the horror of it was, the noife of

chains and imprecations in the next pri-

fon which joined to ours, where there

were near feventy felons heavily loaded

with irons, who are kept here to work

upon the fortifications, as in other coun-

tries they are condemned to the gallies,

A few days after this, we were told an

order was come from the prefident to

the governor to fend us up to St. Jago,

which is ninety miles from Valparaifo,

and is the capital of Chili. There were.

at this time, feverai fhips in the port

fromLima delivering their cargoes j fo that

almoft every day there were large droves

of
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of mules going up to St. Jago with the

goods. The governor fent for one of

the mafter- carriers, and ordered him to

take us up with him. The man afked

him how he was to be paid our ex-

pences, as he (hould be five days upon

the road. The governor told him he

might get that as he could, for he would

not advance him a fingle farthing. After

taking leave of our friendly foldier, who

even now brought us fome little matters

to carry with us, we fetout, and travelled

about fourteen miles the firft day, and

lay at night in the open field, which is

always the cuftom of thefe people, flop-

ping where there is plenty of paflure

and good water for the mules. The

next morning we paffed over a high moun-

tain, called Zapata ; and then crofling a

large plain, we pafled another mountain,

very difficult for the mules, who each

carried two heavy bales : there were

above a hundred of them in this drove,

p 3 The



The mules of Chili are the fineft in

the world
-,
and though they are conti-

nually upon the road, and have nothing

but what they pick up at nights, they

are as fat and fleek as high-fed horfes in

England. The fourth night, we lay

upon a plain in fight of St. Jago, and not

above four leagues from ir. The next

day, as we moved towards the city, our

mailer-carrier, who was naturally well

difpofed, and had been very kind to us

all the way upon the road, advifed me,

very ferioufly, not to think of remain-

ing in St. Jago, where he faid there was

nothing but extravagance, vice, and folly,

but to proceed on with them as mule-

driver, which, he faid, I fhould foon be

very expert at ; and that they led an

innocent and happy life, far preferable to

any enjoyment fuch a great city as that

before us could afford. I thanked him,

and told him I was very much obliged

to him ; but that I would try the city firft,

and
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and if I did not like it, I would accept of

the offer he was fo good to make me. The

thing that gave him this high opinion

of me was, that as he had been fo civil

to us, I was very officious in affifting to

drive in thofe mules that ilravcd from

the reft upon thofe large plains we pa fled

over; and this I thought was the Icaft I

could do towards making fome returns for

the obligations we were under to him.

When we got into St. Jago, the car-

rier delivered vis to the captain of the

guard, at the palace gate; and he foon

after introduced us to the prcfident, Don

Jofeph Manfo, who received us very ci-

villy, and then fent us to the houfe where

captain Cheap and Mr. Hamilton were.

We found them extremely well lodg-

ed at the houfe of a Scotch phyfi-

cian, whofe name was don Patri-

ck) Gedd. This gentleman had been

a long time in this city, and was

greatly efteerned by the Spaniards, as

P 4 well



well for his abilities in his profeffioft,

as his humane difpofitidn. He no

fooner heard that there were four Englifh

prifoners arrived in that country, than

he waited upon the prefident,and begged

they might be lodged at his houfe. This

was granted; and had we been his own

brothers, we could not have met with a

more friendly reception ; and during two

years that we were with him, his con-

ftant ftudy was to make every thing as

agreeable to us as poffible. We were

greatly diftrefied to think of the expence

he was at upon our account ; but it was

in vain for us to argue with him about it,

In fhort, to mm up his character in a

few words, there never was a man of

more extenfive humanity. Two or three

days after our arrival, the prefident fent

Mr. Campbell and me an invitation to

dine with him, where we were to meet

admiral Pizarro and all his officers. This

y/as a cruel ftroke upon us, as we had not

any



any deaths fit to appear in, and dared not

refufe the invitation. The next day, a

Spanifli officer belonging to admiral Pi-

zarro's fquadron, whofe name was don

Manuel de Guiror, came and made us

an offer of two thoufand dollars. This

generous Spaniard made this offer with-

out any view of ever being repaid, but

purely out of a compaflionare motive of

relieving us in our prefent diftrefs. We
returned him all the acknowledgments

his uncommon generous behaviour me-

rited, and accepted of fix hundred dollars

only, upon his receiving our draught for

that fuin upon the Englifh conful at

Lifbon. We now got ourfelves decently

cloathed after the Spanifli fafhion; and as

we were upon our parole, we went out

where we pleafed to divert ourfelves.

This city is fituated in about 3 3 degrees

and 30 minutes, fouth latitude, at the

weft foot of the immenfe chain of moun-

tains called the Cordilleras. It ftands

on



on a rnoft beautiful plain of above thirty

leagues extent. It was founded by don

Pedro de Baldivia, the conqueror of Chili.

The plan of it was marked out by him

in fquares, like Lima ; and almoft every

houfe belonging to people of any

fafliion, has a large court before it, with

great gates, and a garden behind. There

is a little rivulet, neatly faced with ftone,

runs through every ftreet , by which they

can cool the ftreets, or water their gar-

dens, when they pleafe. The whole town

is extremely well paved. Their gardens

are full of noble orange-trees and flori-

pondies, with all forts of flowers, which

perfume the houfes, and even the whole

city. Much about the middle of it, is

the great fquare, called the Pla^a Real, or

the Royal Square ; there are eight ave^

nues leading into it. The weft fide con-

tains the cathedral and the bifliop's pa-?

lace ; the north fide is the prefident's

palace, the royal court, the council houfe,

and



and the prifon ; the fouth fide is a row of

piazzas, the whole length of which are

(hops, and over it a gallery to fee the

bull-feafts ;
the eaft fide has foiiie large

houfes belonging to people of diftinftions

and in the middle is a large fountain,

with a brafs bafon. The houfes have, in

general, only a ground floor, upon ac-

count of the frequent earthquakes ; but

they make a handfome appearance. The

churches are rich in gilding, as well as

in plate : that of the jefuits is reckoned

an exceeding good piece of architecture*,

but it is much too high built for a coun-

try fofubje6l to earthquakes,
and where

it has frequently happened that thou-

fands of people have been fwallowed up

at once. There is a hill, or rather high

rock, at the eaft end of the city, called

St. Lucia, from the top of which you

have a view of all the city, and the

country about for many leagues, afford-

ing a very delightful landfcape. Their

eftancias,
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eftancias, or country houfes, are very

pleafant, having generally a fine grove of

olive trees, with large vineyards to them.

The Chili wine, in my opinion, is full

as good as Madeira, and made in fuch

quantities that it is fold extremely cheap.

The foil of this country is fo fertile, that

the hufbandmen have very little trouble ;

for they do but in a manner fcratch up
the ground, and without any kind of

manure it yields an hundred fold. With-

out doubt the wheat of Chili is the fineft

in the world, and the fruits are all ex-

cellent in their kinds. Beef and mutton

are fo cheap, that you may have a good

cow for three dollars, and a fat fheep for

two fliillings. Their horfes are extra-

ordinary good ; and though fome of

them go at a great price, you may have

a very good one for four dollars, or

about eighteen fliillings of our money.
It muft be a very poor Indian who has

not his four or five horfes
j.
and there are

no



no better horfemen in the world than

the Chileans; and that is not furprizing,

for they never chufe to go a hundred

yards on foot. They have always their

la^o fixed to their faddle : the la^o is a

long thong of leather, at the end of

which they make a Hiding noofe. It is

of more general ufe to them than any

weapon whatever ; for with this they

are fure of catching either horfe or wild

bull, upon full gallop, by any foot they

pleafe. Their horfes are all trained to

this, and the moment they find the

thong ftraitened, as the other end is al-

ways made fad to the faddle, the horfe

immediately turns ihort, and throwing

the bead thus, caught, the huntfman

wounds or fecures him in what manner

he thinks proper. Thefe people are fo

desterous, that they will take from the

ground a glove or handkerchief, while

their horfe is upon full ftretch ; and I

have feen them jump upon the back of

the
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the wildeft bull, and all the efforts of the

beaft could not throw them. This coun-

try produces all forts of metals ; it is

famous for gold, filver, iron, tin, lead,

and quickfilver ; but fome of thefe they

do not underftand working, efpecially

quickfilver.
With copper they fupply

all Peru, and fend, likewife, a great deal

to Europe. The climate of Chili is, I

believe, the fined in the world. What

they call their winter does not laft three

months -,
and even that is very moderate,

as may be imagined by their manner

of building, for they have no chimneys

in their houfes. All the reft of the year

is delightful ; for though from ten or

eleven in the morning till five in the

afternoon, it is very hot, yet the even-

ings and mornings are very cool and

pleafant ; and in the hotteft time of the

year, it is from fix in the evening

till two or three in the morning, that

the people of this country meet to di-

vert
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vert themfelves with muiic and oilier en-

tertainments, at which there is plenty

of cooling liquors, as they are well fup-

plied with ice from the neighbouring

Cordilleras. At thefe aflemblies, many

intrigues are carried on ; for they think

of nothing elfe throughout the year.

Their fandangoes are very agreeable ;

the women dance inimitably well, and

very gracefully. They are all born with

an ear for mufic, and moft of them

have delightful voices ; and all play

upon the guittar and harp. The latter,

at firft, appears a very aukward inftru-

ment for a woman ; yet that prejudice is

foon got over, and they far excel any

other nation upon it. They are ex-

tremely complaifant and polite ; and

when alked either to play, dance, or

fmg, they do it without a moment's he-

fitation, and that with an exceedin^ p-oodo o

grace. They have many figure-dances ;

but what t^iey take moft delight in, are

more
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more like our hornpipes than any thing

elfe I can compare them to ; and upon

thefe occafions they fliew furprizing afti-

vity. The women are remarkably

handfome, and very extravagant in their

drefs. Their hair, which is as thick as

is poffible to be conceived, they wear of

a vaft length, without any other orna-

ment upon the head than a few flowers ;

they plait it behind in four plaits, and

twift them round a bodkin, at each end

of which is a diamond rofe. Their

fliifts are all over lace, as is a little tight

waiftcoat they wear over them. Their

petticoats are open before, and lap over,

and have commonly three rows of very

rich lace of gold or filver. In winter,

they have an upper waiftcoat of cloth of

gold or filver, and in fummer, of the

fined linen, covered all over with the

fineft Flanders lace. The fleeves of thefe

are immenfely wide. Over all this,
^

when the air is cool, they have a mantle,

8 which



which is only of bays, of the fined co-

lours, round which there is abundance

of lace. When they go abroad, they

wear a veil, which is fo contrived that

one eye is only feen. Their feet are

very fmall, and they value themfelves as

much upon it as the Chinefe do. Their

flioes are pinked and cut ; their (lock-

ings filk, with gold and filver clocks ;

and they love to have the end of an

embroidered garter hang a little below

the petticoat. Their breads and fhoul-

ders are very naked ; and, indeed, you

may eafily difcern their whole fhape by
their manner of drefs. They have fine

fparkling eyes, ready wit, a great deal

of good-nature, and a ftrong difpofitioa

10 gallantry.

By the defcription of one houfe you
have an idea of all the reft. You firft

come into a large court, on one fide of

which is the ftable : you then enter a

hall } on one fide of that is a large room,

about
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about twenty feet wide, and near forty

feet long : that fide next the window is

the eftrado, which runs the whole length

of the room. The eftrado is a platform,

raifed about five or fix inches above the

floor, and is covered with carpets and

velvet cufliions for the women to fit on,

which they do, after the Moorifh fafliion,

crofs-legged. The chairs for the men

are covered with printed leather. At

the end of the eftrado, there is an alcove,

where the bed ftands ; and there is al-

ways a vaft deal of the flieets hanging

out, with a profufion of lace to them, and

the fame on the pillows. They have a

falfe door to the alcove, which feme-

times is very convenient. Befides, there

are generally two other rooms, one with-

in another ; and the kitchen and other

offices are detached from the houfe, ei-

ther at one fide or the end of the

garden.

The



The ladies are fond of having

their Mulatto female flaves drefTed al-

moft as well as themfelves in every

refpect, excepting jewels, in which they

indulge themfelves to the utmoft extra-

vagance. Paraguay tea, which they call

matte, as I mentioned before, is always

drunk twice a clay : this is brought up-

on a large filver falver, with four legs

raifed upon it, to receive a little cup

made out of a fmall calabafh, or gourd,

and tipped with filver. They put the

herb firft into this, and add what fugar

they pleafe, and a little orange juice ; and

then pour hot water on them, and drink

it immediately, through the conveyance

of a long filver tube, at the end of

which there is a round drainer, to pre-

vent the herb getting through. And

here it is reckoned a piece of politenefs

for the lady to fuck the tube two or

three times firft, and then give it the

ilranger to drink without wiping it.

- They
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They eat every thing fo highly lea-

foned with red pepper, that thofe whd
are not ufed to it, upon the firft mouthful

would imagine their throats on fire for

an hour afterwards ; and it is a com-

mon cuftom here, though you have the

greateft plenty at your own table, to

have two or three Mulatto girls come in

at the time you dine, bringing, in a little

lilver plate, fome of thefe high-feafoned

ragouts, with a compliment from Donna

fuch-a-one, who defires you will eat a

little bit of what flie has fent you 5 which

rnuft be done before her Mulatto's face,

or it would be deemed a great affront.

Had this been the fafhion at Chiloe, we

lliould never have offended ; but fome-

times here we could have wifhed this

ceremony omitted.
V I

The prefident never afked any of us a

fecond time to his table. He expefted us

once a fortnight to be at his levee, which

we never failed ; and he always received

us
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very politely. He was a man of a

very amiable character, and much re-

fpedted by every body in Chili, and

fome time after we left that country, was

appointed viceroy of Peru.

We had leave, whenever we alked it,

to make an excurfion into the country

for ten or twelve days at a time ; which

we did fometimes to a very pleafant fpot

belonging to don Jofeph Dunofe, a

French gentleman, and a very fenfible,

well-bred man, who had married a very

agreeable lady at St. Jago, with a very

good fortune. We alfo fometimes had

invitations from the Spaniards to their

country-houfes. We had a numerous

acquaintance in the city, and in general

received many civilities from the inha-

bitants. There are a great many people

of fafhion, and very good families from

Old Spain fettled here. A lady lived next

door to us, whofe name was donna Fran-

ifca Giron j and as my name founded

03 fome-
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fomething like it, fhe would have it that

we were Parientes. She had a daughter 3

a very fine young woman, who both

played and fung remarkably well: Ihe

Vvas reckoned the fineft voice in St. Jago.

They faw a great deal of company, and

we were welcome to her houfe when-

ever we pleafed. We were a long- time

in this country, but we paffed it very

agreeably. The prcfident alone goes

with four horfes to his coach ; but the

common vehicle here is acalafh, or kind

of vis -a-vis, drawn by one mule only

Bull-feafts are a common diverfion here,

and they far furpafs any thing of that

kind I ever faw at Lifbon, or any where

elfe. Indeed, it is amazing to fee the ac-

tivity and dexterity of thofe who attack

the bulls. It is always done here by

thofe only who follow it as a trade, for

it is too dangerous to be praftifed as a

diverfion ; as a proof of which, it is

found, that though fome may hold out

6 longer



longer than others, there are few who

conftantly praftife it, that die a natural

death. The bulls are always the wildeil

that can be brought in from the moun-

tains or forefts, and have nothing on

their horns to prevent their piercing a

man the firft ftroke, as they have at

Lifoon. I have feen a man, when the

bull came at him with the utmoft fury,

fpring directly over the bead's head, and

perform this feat feveral times, and at

laft jump on his back, and there fit a

confiderable time, the bull the whole

time attempting every means to throw

him. But though this praftitioner was

fuccefsful, feveral accidents happened

while I was there. The ladies, at thefe

feafl:s,arealwaysdrefledas fineaspoffible;

and, I imagine, go rather to be admired

than to receive any amufement from a

fight that one fhould think would give

them pain. Another amufement for

the ladies here, are the nights of their

great



great proceffions, when they go out

veiled ; and as in that drefs they cannot

be known, they amufe themfelves in

talking to people much in the man-

ner that is done at our mafquerades.

One night in Lent, as I was ftanding clofe

to the houfes as the proceffion went by,

and having nothing but a thin waiftcoat

on under my cloak, and happening to

have my arm out, a lady came by, and

gave me a pinch with fo good a will,

that I thought (he had taken the piece

out , and, indeed, I carried the marks

for a long time after. I durft not take

the leaft notice of this at the time ; for

had I made any difturbance, I fliould

have been knocked on the head. This

kind lady immediately after mixed with

the crowd, and I never could find

out who had done me that favour. I

have feen fifty or
fixty penitents fol-

lowing th'efe proceflions ; they wear

a long white garment with a long train

to
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to it, and high caps of the fame, which

fall down before, and cover all their

faces, having only two fmall holes for

their eyes ; fo that they are never known.

Their backs are bare, and they lafli them-

felves with a cat-o'-nine-tails till the
%

long train behind is covered all over

with blood. Others follow them with

great heavy crofles upon their backs ; fo

that they groan under the weight as they

walk barefooted, and often faint away.

The ftreets fwarm with friars of all

the different orders. The prefident has

always a guard at his palace regularly

cloathed. The reft of their forces con-

fifts of militia, who are numerous.

All European goods are very dean

Englifh cloth of fourteen or fifteen fhil-

lings a yard, fells there for ten or eleven

dollars ; and every other article in pro-

portion. We found many Spaniards

here that had been taken by commodore

Anfon, and had been for fome time pri-

foner*s



foners on board the Centurion. They
all fpoke in the higheft terms of the

kind treatment they had received ; and it

is natural to imagine, that it was chief-

ly owing to that laudable example of

humanity our reception here was fo

good. They had never had any thing

but privateers and buccaneers amongli

them before, who handled their prifoners

very roughly ; fo that the Spaniards in

general, both of Peru and Chili, had the

greateft dread of being taken by the

Englifh ; but forne of them told us, that

they were fo happy on board the Centu-

rion, that they fhould not have been

forry if the commodore had taken them

with him to England.

After we had been here fome time,

Mr. Campbell changed his religion, and

of courfe left us. At the end of two

years, the prefident fent for us, and in-

formed us a French {hip from Lima,

bound to Spain, had put into Valparaifo,

and



and that we (hould embark in her.

After taking leave of our good friend

Mr. Gedd, and all our acquaintance at

St. Jago, we fet out for Valparaifo,

mules and a guide being provided for

us. I had forgot to fay before, that

captain Cheap had been allowed by the

prefident fix reals a day, and we had

four for our maintenance the whole

time we were at St. Jago, which money
we took up as we wanted it. Our jour-

ney back was much pleafanter than we

found it when we were firfl brought

hither, as we had now no mules to drive.

The firft perfon I met, upon our entrance

into Valparaifo, was the poor foldier

whom I mentioned to have been fo kind
*

to us when we were imprifoned in the

fort. I now made him a little prefent,

which, as it came quite unexpected,

made him very happy. We took lodg-

ings till the fhip was ready to fail, and

diverted ourfelves as we pleafed, having

the



the good fortune, at this time, to have

nothing to do with the governor or his

fort. The town is but a poor little

place ; there are, indeed, a good many
ilorehoufes built by the water-fide for

the reception of goods from the fliip-

ping.

About the 2oth of December, 1744,

we embarked on board the Lys frigate,

belonging to St. Malo, She was a fhip

of four hundred and twenty tons, fix-

teen guns, and fixty men. She had fe-

veral paflengers on board ; and amongft

the reft, don George Juan, a man of very

fuperior abilities (and fince that time well

known in England) who with don Anto-

nio Ulloa had been feveral years in Peru,

upon a defign of meafuring fome de-

grees of the meridian near the equator,

We were now bound to Conception, in

order to join three other French fiiips

that were likewife bound .home. As

this was a time of the year when the

foutherly
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fouthcrly winds prevail upon this coaft,

we flood off along way to the weilward,

making the iiland of Juan Fernandez.

We did not get into the bay of Conception

till the 6th of January i 745, where we

anchored at Talcaguana, and there found

the Louis Erafme, the Marquis d'Antin,

and the Delivrance, the three French

(hips that we were to accompany. It is

but fixty leagues from Valparaifo to Con-

ception, though we had been fo long

making this paffage ; but there is no

beating up, near the fliore, againft the

foutherly wind, which is the trade, at

this feafon, as you are fure to have a lee-

current ; fo that the quickeft way of

making a paffage is to Hand off a hun-

dred* and twenty or thirty leagues from

the land.

The bay of Conception is a large, fine

bay ; but there are feveral fhoals in it, and

only two good anchoring-places, though

a fliip may anchor within a quarter of a

league



league of the town ; but this only in the

very fine months, as you lay much expofed.

The beft anchoring-place is Taicaguana,

the fouthernmoft neck of the bay, in five

or fix fathom water, good holding

ground, and where you are .flickered

from the northerly winds. The town

has no other defence but a low battery,

which only commands the anchoring-

place before it. The country is extremely

pleafant, and affords the greateft plenty

of provifions of all kinds. In fome
% *

excurfions we made daily from Talca-

guana, we faw great numbers of very

large fnakes ; but we were told they

were quite harmlefs. I have read fome

former accounts of Chili, by the jefuits,

wherein they tell you that no venomous

creature is to be found in it, and that they

even made the experiment of bringing

bugs here, which died immediately j but I

never was in any pkt^e that fwarmed

with them fo much as St. Jago ; and they

have
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have a large fpider there, whofe bite is

fo venomous, that I have feen from it

fome of the moil fhocking fights I ever

faw in my life ; and it certainly proves

mortal, if proper remedies are not applied

in time. I was once bit by one on the

cheek, whilft afleep, and prefently after,,

all that part of my face turned as black

as ink. I was cured by the application

of a bluifli kind of ftone (the fame, per-

haps, they call the ferpent-ftone in the

Eaft-Indies, and which is a compofition).

The ftone ftuck, for forne time, of itfelf

on my face, and dropping off, was put

into milk till it had digefted the poifon

it had extracted and then applied again

till the pain abated, and I was foon after-

wards well, Whilft the fliips remained

at Conception, the people were employed
in killing of cattle and faking them for

the voyage ; and every fliip took on board

as many bullocks and flieep as their

decks could well hold ;
and having com-

pleated



pleated their bufmefs here, they failed

the 2 yth of January ; but about eight

days after our fliip fprung a very dan-

gerous leak forward ; but fo low, tha:

there was no poffibility of flopping it

without returning into port, and lighten-

ing her till they could come at it. Ac-

cordingly we feparated from the other

fhips, and made the bed of our way for

Valparaifo, keeping all hands at the

pump night and day, paflengers and all.

However, as it happened, this proved %

lucky circumftance for the Lys, as the

three other Chips were taken ; and which

certainly would have been her fate like-

wife, had flie kept company with the reft.

As foon as we got into port, they lighten-

ed the fliip forwards, and brought her

by the item till they came at the leak,

which was foon flopped. They made all

the difpatch poffible in compleating the

water again. Whilft at Valparaifo, we

had one of the moil violent fhocks of an

i earth-



quake that we had ever felt yet. On the

firil of March we put to fea again, the

feafon being already far advanced for

pafling Cape Horn. The next day we

went to an allowance of a quart of

water a day for each man, which con-

tinued the whole paflage. We were

obliged to ftand a long way to the weft-

ward ; and went to the northward of

Juan Fernandes above a degree, before

we had a wind that we could make any

fouthing with. On the 2.jth, in the la-

titude of 4 6 degrees, we met with a vio-

lent hard gale at weft, which obliged us

to lie to under a reefed mainfail for

fome days ; and before we got round the

Cape, we had many very hard gales, with

a prodigious fea and conftant thick fnow;

and after being fo long in fo delightful

a climate as Chili, the cold was almoft

infupportable. After doubling the

Cape, we got but flowly to the north-

R ward ;



ward ; and, indeed, at the bell of times,

the fliip never went above fix knots j for

fhe was a heavy-going thing. On the

2 7 th of May we croffed the line ; when

finding that our water was grown ex*

tremely ftiort, and that it would be al-

moft impoflible to reach Europe without

a fupply, it was refolved to bear away
for Martinico. On the 29th of June,

in the morning, we made the ifland of

Tobago, and then fhaped a courfe for

Martinico ; and on the firft of July, by

our reckonings, expected to fee it, but

were difappointed. This was imputed

to the currents, which, whether they had

fet the fliip to the eaftward or weftward,

nobody could tell ; but upon looking

over the charts, it was imagined, if the

current had driven her to the weftward,

it muft have been among the Grana-

dillos, which was thought impoflible

without feeing any of them, as they are

fo



fo near together, and a moft dangerous

place for rocks. It was then concluded

we were to the eaftward, and accordingly

we fteered S. W. by \V. but having run

this courfe for above thirty leagues, and

no land appearing, it was refolved to

ftand to the northward till we fhould

gain the latitude of Porto Rico, and on

the 4th in the evening we made that

ifland ; fo that it was now certain the

ftiip had been huftled through the Gra-

nadillos in the night, which was, with-

out doubt, as extraordinary a paflage as

ever (hip made. It was now refolved to

go between the iflands of Porto Rico

and St. Domingo for Cape Francois,

therefore we lay to that night. In the

morning, we made fail along fhore ; and

about ten o'clock, as I was walking the

quarter-deck, captain Cheap came out of

the cabin, and told me he had juft feen

a beef-barrel go by the Ihip ; that he

R 2 was
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was fure it had but lately been thrown

overboard, and that he would venture

any wager we faw an Englifli cruizer

before long. In about half an hour

after, we faw two fail to leeward, from

off the quarter-deck ; for they kept no

look out from the maft-head, and we

prefently obferved they were in chace of

us. The French and Spaniards on

board, now began to grow a good deal

alarmed, when it fell ftark calm ; but

not before the (hips had neared us fo

much, that we plainly difcerned them to

be Englifli men of war ; the one a two-

decker, the other a twenty-gun fliip. The

French had now thoughts, when a

breeze fhould fpring up, of running the

fliip on (hore upon Porto Rico 5 but

when they came to confider what a fet

of banditti inhabited that ifland, and

that in all probability they would have

their throats cut for the fake of plunder-

ing



ing the wreck, they were refolved to take

their chance, and ftand to the northward

between the two iflands. In the even-

ing, a frefli breeze fprung up, and we

ihaped a courfe accordingly. The two

ihips had it prefently afterwards, and

neared us amazingly faft. Now every

body on board gave themfelves up ; the

officers were bufy in their cabins, filling

their pockets with what was moft valu-

able ; the men put on their beft cloaths,

and many of them came to me with

little lumps of gold, defiring I would

take them, as they faid they had much

rather I Ihould benefit by them, whom

they were acquainted with, than thofe

that chaced them. I told them

there was time enough, though I

thought they were as furely taken as if

the Englifh had been already on board.

A fine moonlight night came on, and we

expefted every moment to fee the fhips

R 3 alosg-
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along-fide of us ; but we faw nothing

of them in the night, and to our great

aftonifhment, in the morning no (hips

were to be feen even from the maft-head.

Thus did thefe two cruizers lofe one of

the richeft prizes, by not chacing an

hour or iwo longer. There were near

two millions of dollars on board, befides

a valuable cargo. On the eighth, at fix

in the morning, we were off Cape La

Grange ; and, what is very remarkable,

the French at Cape Francois told us after-

wards that was the only day they ever

remembered fince the war, that the

Cape had been without one or two Eng-

lifh privateers cruifing off it ; and but

the evening before, two of them had

taken two outward-bound St. Domingo

men, and had gone with them for Ja-

m^ica; fo that this fliip might be juftly

efteemed a moft lucky one. In the af-

ternoon we carne to an anchor in Cape

Francois harbour.



In this long run we had not buried

a fingle man ; nor do I remember that

there was one fick the whole pafTage ;

but at this place many were taken ill,

and three or four died ; for there is no

part of the Weft-Indies more unhealthy

than this ; yet the country is beautiful,

and extremely well cultivated. After

being here fome time, the gover-

nor ordered us to wait upon him,

which we did ; when he took no

more notice of us than if we had been

his flaves, never alking us even to fit

down.

Towards the end of Auguft a French

fquadron of five men of war came in,

commanded by monfieur L'Etanducre,

who were to convoy the trade to France.

Neither he nor his officers ever took

any kind of notice of captain Cheap,

though we met theoi every day afliore.

One evening, as we were going aboard
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with the captain of our fhip, a midfhip-

man belonging to monfieur L'Etanducre,

jumped into our boat, and ordered the

people to carry him on board the fhip he

belonged to, leaving us to wait upon the

beach for two hours before the boat re-

turned. On the fixth of September, we

put to fea, in company with the five men

of war, and about fifty fail of merfchant-

men. On the eighth we made the

Cayco Grande; and the next day a Ja-

maica privateer, a large fine floop, hove

in fight, keeping a little to windward of

the convoy, refolving to pick up one or

two of them in the night, if poflible.

This obliged monfieur L'Etanducre to

fend a frigate to fpeak to all the convoy,

and order them to keep clofe to him in

the night ; which they did, and in fuch

a manner, that fometimes feven or eight

of them were on board one another to-

gether -, by which they received much

damage;
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damage ; and to repair which, the whole

fquadron was obliged to lay to fome-

times for a whole day. The privateer

kept her flation, jogging on with the

fleet. At laft, the commodore ordered

two of his beft-going fliips to chace her.

She appeared to take no notice of them

till they were pretty near her, and then

would make fail and be out of fight

prefently. The chacing fliips no fooner

returned, than the privateer was in com-

pany again. As by this every night

fome accident happened to fome of the

convoy by keeping fo clofe together, a

fine fhip of thirty guns, belonging to

Marfeilles, hauled out a little to wind-

ward of the reft of the fleet ; which

L'Etanducre perceiving in the morning,

ordered the frigate to bring the captain

of her on board of him ; and then

making a fignal for all the convoy to

clofe to him, he fired a gun, and hoifted

a red



a red flag at the enfign ftaff ; and imme-

diately after the captain of the merchant-

man was run up to the main-yard-arm,

and from thence ducked three times.

He was then fent on board his fhip again,

with orders to keep his colours flying

the whole day, in order to diftinguifli

him from the reft. We were then told,

that the perfon who was treated in this

cruel manner, was a young man of an

exceeding good family in the fouth of

France, and likewife a man of great

fpirit , and that he would not fail to

call monileur L'Etanducre to an account

when an opportunity fliould offer ; and

the affair made much noife in France

afterwards. One day, the fhip we were

in happened to be out of her ftation, by

failing fo heavily, when the commodore

made the fignal to fpeak to our captain,

who feemed frightened out of his wits.

When we came near him, he began with

the



the grofleft abufe, threatening our cap-

tain, that if ever he was out of his fta-

tion again, he would ferve him as he had

done the other. This rigid discipline,

however, preferved the convoy ; for

though the
privateer kept company a

long time, fhe was not fo fortunate as to

meet with the reward of her perfever-

ance.

On the 2 yth of October, in the even-

ing, we made Cape Ortegal ; and on the

3 i ft, came to an anchor in Breft road.

The Lys having fo valuable a cargo on

board, was towed into the harbour the

next morning, and lafhed alongfide one

of their men of war. The money was

foon landed ; and the officers and men,

who had been fo many years abfent from

their native country, were glad to get

on fliore. Nobody remained on board

but a man or two to look after the fhip,

we three Englifli prifoners, who had

no

\



no leave to go afhore. The weather was

extremely cold, and felt particularly fo

to us, who had been fo long ufed to hot

climates j and what made it (till worfe,

we were very thinly clad. We had nei-

ther fire nor candle j for they were al-

lowed on board of no fhip in the har-

bour, for fear of accidents, being clofe

to their magazines in the dock-yard.

Some of the officers belonging to the (hip

were fo kind to fend us off victuals every

day, or we might have ftarved ; for mon-

fieur L'Intendant never fent us even a

meflage ; and though there was a very

large fquadron of men of war fitting out

at that time, not one officer belonging

to them ever came near captain Cheap.

From five in the evening we were ob-

liged to fit in the dark ; and if we chofe

to have any fupper, it was neceflary to

place it very near us before that time,

or we never could have found it. We
6 had

\



had pafTed feven or eight days in this

melancholy manner, when one morning

a kind of row- galley came along-fide

with a number of Englilh prifoners be-

longing to two large privateers the

French had taken. We were ordered

into the fame boat with them, and were

carried four leagues up the river to Lan-

dernaw. At this town we were upon

our parole ; fo took the beft lodgings

we could get, and lived very well for

three months, when an order came from

the court of Spain to allow us to return

home by the firil (hip that offered.

Upon this, hearing there was a Dutch

fhip at Morlaix ready to fail, we took

horfes and travelled to that town, where

we were obliged to remain fix weeks,

before we had an opportunity of getting

away. At laft we agreed with the

mafter of a Dutch dogger to land us at

Dover, and paid him before-hand. When

we



we had got down the river into the

road, a French privateer that was alrnoft

ready to fail upon a cruize, hailed the

Dutchman, and told him to come to an

anchor ; and that if he offered to fail be-

fore him, he would fink him. This he

was forced to comply with, and lay

three days in the road, curfing the

Frenchman, who at the end of that time

put to fea, and then we were at liberty

to do the fame. We had a long un-

comfortable paflage. About the ninth

day, before fun-fet, we faw Dover, and

reminded the Dutchman of his agree-

ment to land us there. He faid he

would ; but inftead of that, in the morn-

ing we were off the coaft of France.

We complained loudly of this piece of

villany, and infifted upon his returning

to land us, whdfn an Englifli man of war

appeared to windward, and prefently

bore down to us. She fent her boat on

board

8



board with an officer, who informed us

the (hip he came from was the Squirrel,

commanded by captain Mafterfon. We
went on board of her, and captain Maf-

terfon immediately fent one of the cut-

ters he had with him, to land us at

Dover, where we arrived that afternoon,

and directly fet out for Canterbury upon

poft-horfes j but captain Cheap was fo

tired by the time he got there, that he

could proceed no further that night.

The next morning he ftill found him-

felf fo much fatigued, that he could ride

no longer ; therefore it was agreed that

he and Mr. Kamilton fliould take a poft-

chaife, and that I fliould ride ; but here

an unlucky difficulty was ftarted ; for

upon iharing the little money we had, it

was found to be not fufficient to pay the

charges to London ; and my proportion

fell fo (hort, that it was, by calculation,

barely enough to pay for horfes, with-

out



out a farthing for eating a bit upon the

road, or even for the very turnpikes.

Thofe I was obliged to defraud, by

riding as hard as I could through them

all, not paying the leaft regard to the

men, who called out to flop me. The

want of refrefliment I bore as well as I
i

could. When I got to the Borough, I

took a coach and drove to Marlborough-

ftreet, where my friends had lived when

I left England ; but when I came there,

I found the houfe fliut up. Having
been abfent fo many years, and in all

that time never having heard a word

from home, I knew not who was dead,

or who was living, or where to go next ;

or even how to pay the coachman. I

recollected a linen-draper's fhop, not far

from thence, which our family had ufed.

I therefore drove there next, and making

myfelf known, they paid the coachman.

I then enquired after our family, and

was



was told my fitter had married lord Car-

lifle, and was at that time in Soho-

fquare. I immediately walked to the

houfe, and knocked at the door ; but

the porter not liking my figure, which

was half French, half Spanifli, with the

addition of a large pair of boots covered

with dirt, he was going to fliut the door

in my face ; but I prevailed with him

to let me come in.

I need not acquaint my readers with

what furprife and joy my fifter received

me. She immediately furniflied me with

money fufficient to appear like the reft of

my countrymen ; till that time I could

not be properly faid to have finiihed all

the extraordinary fcenes which a feries

of unfortunate adventures had kept me
in for the fpace of five years and up-

wards.
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