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extracts iroia George Willet1 s Report on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition to 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913« Data pertaining to Necker. island. 
(Extracted from cards by R.B.Clapp, 23 April 1969). 

Species Willet’s Remarks 

Dimmedea nigripes A few were found nesting 

Diomede a iirarrutabilis Estimated UOO prs. on Necker Island# 

Puffinus pacificus 

Sula leueogaster 

Sula dactylatra 

v/ Fregata minor 

Phaethon rubricauda 

Were plentiful in ocean in vicinity of Necker and Bird Islands, 
March 19,20, and 21# 

2 noted on Necker Is. March 19 
t 

Nesting in small numbers noted on Necker Is., Mar# 19, eggs and 
young seen# 

Substantial nesting (colony or colonies) found on Necker. 

Rather rare on Necker Is# 

A re aaria interpre s 

Pluviall's dominion 

Was only wacter seen on Necker is., where 1-2 seen. 

Plentiful on all islands visited except Necker Is# 

Anous stolidus Sound nesting in moderate numbers on Lisianski and less plentifully! 
on Necker. 

nstracts from George Willet!s Report on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition to the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913# Data pertaining to Nihoa Island. 

(Extracted from cards by R.B. Clapp, 23 April i960) \ . £ W*" m X a 

Species 

Diomedea nigripes 

Puffinus pacificus 

Sula leucogaster 

Sula dactylatra 

Phaethon lepturus 

Phaeton rubricauda 

Pluvi alls dorainlca 

Willet!s Rernarks 
W>'‘ 

/ u - 

Mr1 

*jsL 

iiiniwwiiiini minimi 

A few were found nesting on Bird Island 

Were plentiful in ocean in vicinity of Necker and Bird Islands. 
March 19, 20, and 21# 
A few birds noted on Bird Island, Dec# 17, ■ 
common bird off Bird Is. Dec. 17 

One or two noted near Bird Is., December 17, Those seen on Bird 
Is. probably stragglers from larger islands. 

Fairly common around B: 

Plentiful. 

s. in Decern » gv •sr** 
A. v 

’.nous stolidus Several seen off Bird Is., Dec. 17 



Willet’s Observations on NShbcsrp.2 

Species 

Sterna fuscata 

Ar.ous minutus 

Gvgis alba 

Willet1 s Remarks 

Thousands nesting on Necker Is# Most of eggs were advanced 
in incubation and a number of downy young seen. 

Noted on all islands visited except French .Frigate- Shoals 

Were found nesting on Necker Is#, March 19', no young ware 
seen; thousands seen on Necker and Bird Islands# 

Sterna lunata 

Procelsterna saxatilis 

were nesting on Necker Island on steep hillsides. No young 
noted up to time we left islands# ((Check this back against 
other islands and add for each where not included—Laysan and 
Lisianski)) 

i 

Were very plentiful on Necker Island where they were so tame they 
flutterd around out heads# One egg noted on this date ((March 
19)) 

J 

Willet1s Observations on Nihoa p«2 

Species 

Anous minutus 

Gygis alba 

’illet • s Remarks 

Noted on all islands visited except French Frigate Shoals 

thousands seen o n Necker and Bird Islands 

Procelsterna cerulea very plentiful on Bird Island # 

-r-~ 



Extracts from Geroge Millet8s Report on the Bureau of Biological Surv 
to tie Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913• Date pertaining to 
Shoals* ’'(Extracted from cards by R*B.Clapp, 23 April 1969)® 

oy Expedition 
French Frigate 

V!iliet!s Remarks 

Pterodroma hypoleuca 

Diomedea nigripes 

Diomedea immutabilis 

Puffinus pacifieus 

Sula dactylatra 

Phaethon rubricauda 

Arenaria interpres 

Pluvialis dominies 

Numenius thhitiensis 

Crocethia alba 

Anous stolidus 

Estimated 1000 prs. on Frigate Shaosl* 

About 200 pairs were nesting on French Frigate Shoals* 

Estimated 200 pairs on French Frigate Shoals* 

Only one 3 b88ii during winter were a nearly grown yo ng on 
French Frigate Shaols, Dec* 19 * * * 
About liO paris nesting on Frigate Shoals, Dec* 19® 

Fairly common around Bird Island in December, also around 
Frigate Shoals* 

Common on all islands made of sand (in reference to all 
islands visited-RBC). 

Plentiful on all islands visited except Necker Island* 
(Bird, Frigate Shaols, Lisianski, Pearl and Hermes visited) 

Several seen on Frigate Shoals , Dec® 19. 

3 seen on Frigate Shoals, Dec® 19* 

200 prs. nesting on Frigate Shoal, Dec. 19s and newly hatched 
young seen. 

Anous minutus Noted on all islands visited except French Frigate Shoals. 

Procelsterna cerulea Were fairly common on French Frigate Shoals. 



Extracts from George WilletSs Report on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition to 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 193^.-1913® Data pertaining to Laysan Island 
(Extracted from cards by R.B.Clapp, 7 April 1969) 

Millet1s Remarks 

Hemidactylus gamstii Observed on Laysan Island; occasional. (This observation is 
of particularly significance since it it the only other 
record of this lizard's occurrence on Laysan besides the one 
published as a result of the Albatross visit in 1902.- RBC) 

Monacus schuuhnslandi ' An adult taken on Laysan Island 

Ablepharus boutonii Observed on Laysan Island, abundant 

Pterodroma hypoleuca / Wa 

Oceanodroma tri strain! J 

most abundant bird on the reservation during our sjsay, 
Estimated 50,000 prs. on Laysan Island. On Dec. 22 when ve 
arrived on Laysan, the birds were courting and preparing 
to nest® Nesting began in January, with the first eggg. noted 
Jan. 9® A very considerable mortality noted, hundreds 
smothered to death in burrows from drifting sand. No v 

seriously affected by losses as numbers are so considerable. 

Estimated there were about 10,000 pairs nesting on Laysan 
Island on arrival Dec. 22, 1912. The birds on Laysan nest 
lew and the water would often rise and drown the birds in the 
burrows, so the percentage of youngxaddbi raised to maturity 
must be quite small. Est. that about 20$ of the birds succeeded 
in raising young this spring (1913)® The eggs are laid in 
late December and early January; if the first is lost another 
egg is deposited. Measurement of 6 breeding males and 6 . 
breeding females given in report. 

* » 

iaomedea mgripes The nest by actual count on Laysan us. were 7722 total 
;";S O of over 15,000 birds. Count was made in Feb. when 

were laid. This species begins nesting by Dec. 15 
eggs are laid by Jan. 15. Incubation period found 
31 days. This species has a very low death rate, 
not renest if the first is unsucessful. First young were noted 
Jan. 21 and soon became plentiful® 

or a 
all 
and all 
t o be 
and does 

Diomedea immutabilis <9 & 
o 

. actually counted 12,231 prs. Laysan Is. (Dill had reported 
180,000 on Laysan Is., and three was nothing to indicate tSLi 
the birds, had been disturbed since his visit in 1911)• Mortality 

ather high and est. that 50% are lost, of 12,321 nests 
found on Laysan, 9201 were occupied and 3126 were deserted, 

st young not^d Jan. 22. This species does not renest 4 ^ 
nesting is unsuccessful. 

JLJL 
f* * i 

t i y ct 

Buffinus pacificus \/ Only(bird seen during winter^ was a dying bird on Dec. 2 

Puffinus na ■» - .*•»> w wi s / 

Began appearing March 10 when 3 were seen on Laysan. (Contest 
of remarks on other islands suggests that none were found 
breeding on Laysan). 

v'w*‘ ^ & First seen on Laysan Is., 
had become abundant by Marcr 
Island. At this time they were 

t !i 
3 

3, when 2 were seen by Bailey 
when they were seen all over 

courting and nest buildin 

x.' 
Mii ei 

Wy**’" 



Wilist's Observations on Laysan mkx 1912-1913 — p»2 

Species Willet's Remarks 

Sula sula 

Sula leucogaster 

Sula dactylatra 

/ 
%/ 

Not very common on Laysan during winter; becoming more plentiful 
in springs On March 11, about 50 prs. notes ne 
building invicinity of Frigate birds altho latter persecuted 
them. 

One noted on Laysan, Jan. 21® . 

A few prs. beginning to nest on Laysan Is® Dec. 22. (Dill 
reported about 65 birds May 1911) There are about 100 prs. 
here at time of this visit. Most of nests cant ained two 

ggs* e 

Fregata magnificens 

Phaethon rubricauda y / 

Anas platyrhynchos 

Anas acuta 

Anas laysanensis 

Spatula clypeata 

Found common, but mostly immatures on arrival in Laysan Island, 
Dec. 22. Adults begain arriving after first of the year and were 
still arriving March 11. Est. 3000 birds on area March 11, 
1913 (Dill reported 12,500 present here May 1911) Were nest 
building by middle of January and first eggs were found Feb. In 

2 nearly grown young seen on Lygrsan latter part of December . 
and a few downy young seen in January together with a few 
eggs. A few pairs winter on Laysan aid by March were 
becoming rather plentiful. 

A pair seen on Laysan from Dec. 22 to February 9 frequenting 
fresh water pond. 

Flock of 15 seen Dec. 2k when Hushed from vicinity of fresh 
water pond on laysan Is. Small flocks seen several times 
during first part of January after which they disappeared. 

A ? individuals found on Laysan Is. composed of 3 pairs and ar 
odd male. Were very tame, have no enemies of the island. 
Had not started to nest at time of our visit, Dec.22-Mar. 11. 

Flock of 6 birds seen on Laysan Island, January 30 and a gain 
on Feb. 11. 

(Bufflehaad) 

Porsanula palmer! 

Arenaria interpres 

Squatqrola squatarol 

Pluvial!s dominies V 

A* n adult female taken by member of party, 

Very plentiful over Laysan Is. Noted stealing oetreland tern 
cross a pond« a disilane of eggs, one- seen swimming 

about 15 feet. Not nesting when we left March 11. 

Very a bundant on Laysan Island. Noted in thousands on Laysan, 

O 
—~ OvSvSaI 1 -LJUA ysan Is. , Dec. 27 and one was secured; single 
birds noted several times during the remainder of our stay. 

Plentiful 

Numenius tahitiensi 

Erolia alpina 

Abu; nds nt on Laysan Island. 

Only one co en, an ddult female which r V w( taken on Laysan Island S 



Willet’s Observations on Laysan 1912-191 j> — p»3 

Species 

Crocethia alba 

At 

Phalaropus fulicarius 

Larus glancescans 

Wilie t's Remarks 

Occasionally seen on Laysan Island during winter and spring® 

First noted this date (1-6-13) on Laysan. Island,, Frequently 
noted in flocks of plover and turnstone until micdle of 
February. A specimen"was secured. 

Immature in gray plumage taken by Bailey on Laysan Island 
(1-25-13) 

Larus Philadelphia 

Eeteroscelus incanum 

Anous stolidus 

Sterna fuscats 

Anous minutus 

C-ygis alba 

Sterna lunata 

J 

4 

/ 

Immature female taken by Bailey on Laysan (12-27-12) 

Very common around lagoon and on the beaches during cur 
stay on Laysan Island. 

Laysan had about same number nesting there (200 prs.) and by 
January 1 young birds were fairly plentiful. Many young were 
flying and fishing for themselves by first of March on Laysan. 

s Occasionalyy seen during January and February on Laysan I 
Numbers increased rapidly after middle of February and became 
bundant by Mar. 11, but had. not begun to nest. O 

Most plentiful on Laysan where there were 1500-2000 nesting 
pairs. Many nests contained eggs Dec. 2h. Young first noted 
Jan., 17. About half of first nesting unsuccessful, due to 
eggs rolling out of nests or trampling of young birds. Were 
renesting Feb. 20, when nest rebuilding noted and by Mar 
1, eggs were plentiful again. 

2-3 pairs noted on Laysan on our arrival in December, increased 
gradually and by March 1 about uO pairs present. First egg 
noted December 29 and by Jan. h an egg had hatched; this 
young bird tec was flying with old birds March 10. 

Occasionally seen on Laysan during winter. Became plentiful 
after February 1 and by early March were nesting abundantly. 
First eggs noted Feb. 2H 2lu 

Telespiza cantains Abundant on Laysan Island. Food buds and seeds, 
mainly from the vine Trib-ulus cistoides. Prone to eat eggs 
of absent owners. 

Acrocephalus familiar Least plentiful of Sans 
holding their own, and in i 

rds on Laysan, but seem to be 
HO ire cunt danger of extermination. 

stimated there are now a A nn .easz oju on isnanci & 

Himatione faaithii Common on Laysan where there appears to be no danger of 
extinction. Not nesting durirg our a u<c 



Extracts from George Millet's Report on the Bureau of Biologival Survey Expedition 
to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913. Data pertaining to Lisianski 
Island. (Extracted from cards by R.B.Clapp, 9 April 1969) 

Species 
*ft—tin ir ~ n w«iuj*i_gij_ 

WilletSs Observations 

Monacus schauinslandii 2 seen on Lisianski Island. 

/ Pterodroma hypoleuca Estimated 20,000 prs. on Lisianski Is. 

Diomedea nigripes Estimated 300 prs. netting on. Lisianski 

Diomedea immutabilis Estimated 100 pairs on Lisianski 

1/ Puffinus pacificus (Not seen on Lisianski during winter - no comment made as 
to their presence in March- RBC) 

Jr 

\/ P^x-i-inus nativitatus l pair was seen on Lisianski, March 12 

/ Sula sula 

Sula leucogaster 

Sula dactylatra 

/ Iregata minor 

1/ Phaethon rubricauda 

Porxanula palmeri 

V Arenaria interpres 

Pluvial!s dominica 

30 pairs noted nesting on Lisianski Is., in company with 
Frigate birds, borne on nests contained fresh eggs. 

» 

About 12 birds seen on Lisianski Is., March 12i 

Rather common on Lisianski Is., March 12. 
i Li , i. 

Suostantial nesting colony (or colonies?) found on Lisianski 

(Presence not noted in card extracts of WilletSs notes-RBC) 

We liberated UO. on Lisianski Island, under faborable 
conditions. 

'•Common on all islands mace of sand” (but Lisianski not 
specifically mentioned - RBC) 

Plentiful 

v' Numenius tahitiensis Common 

/ urocethia alba Fairly common on Lisianski March 12 

^n2fins}au;sxxcuisxxxxxxxxxxkxa:ai±n:£)ci:u;±±miiffadasxiaEinn:^^ 
Heteroscelus incanum 

y/7 Anous stolidus 

/ Sterna fuscata 

J Anous minutu s 

Gygis alba 

Sterna lunata 

i±s;ttexKj2pss±xiediBSi:( Not mentioned in card 
extracts of Millet's Report with regard to Lisianski - RBC) 

Found nesting in moderate numbers on Lisianski 

More plentiful on Lisianski Island, March 12. 

■*’ * f** 

d# u on islands visited except French Frigate Shoal 

.-on mentioned as occurring on Lisianski on cards - RBC) 

lasting in considerable numbers on Lisianski Is., March 12. 



Extracts from George Millet1s Report on the Bureau of Biological 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913. Bata pertaining 
(Extracted from cards by R„B0.Clapps 23 April 1969) 

Survey Expedition tc 
to Pearl and Hermes 

Species Millet5s Remarks 

Pterodroma hypoleuca 

Diomedean!gripes 

Diomedea immutabilis 

Sula leucogaster 

Sula dactylatra 

Pregata minor 

Arenaria interpres 

Pluvialis dominica 

Numenius tahitiensis 

Sterna fuscata 

Anous stolidus 

Anous minfcfcns 

(estimated) l£00 prs. on Pearl and Hermes Reef. 

About . . . 300 prs. on Pearl and Hermes Reef. 

(estimated) 300 prs. on Pearl and Hermes Reef. 

One seen on Pearland Hermes. 

About $0 prs nesting on Pearl and Hermes Reef; most of nests 
here contained eggs3 but 2-3 had recently hatched young. 

• . • a small colony seen on Pearl and Hermes Reef. 

Common on a31 islands made of sand. 

Plentiful 

several seen on Pearl and Hermes Reef. 

1 noted on Pearl and Hermes Reef March 13’ 
£ . a '» • a* 

Found nesting in moderate numbers on Lisianski and less plentiful! 
on Necker and Pearl and Hermes Reef„ 

Notes on all islands visited except French Frigate Shoals. 



Extracts from William Todd's Report of a visit to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
in September 1918. $ata pertaining to Laysan Island (Extracted from cards by 
R,B.Clapp, 9 April 1969, 

Soecie K> Todd5s Observations 

Monacus schauinislandii Largo seal, estimated to weigh 600-700 lbs.found dead 
on beach at Laysan 8 Septebmer 19180 

CheIonia mydas 

Ptercdroma hypoleuca 

Diomedea nigripes 

Diomedea immutabilis 

Puffinus pacificus 

Puffinus nativitatus 

Sula sula 

Sula leucogaster 

Sula dactylatra 

Fregata minor 

Phabthon rubricauda 

Anas laysanensss 

Heteroscelus incanum 

Anous stolidus 

Sterna fuscats 

Were in a bundance along the beach on Laysan Island. Many 
caught by crew weighing 20-300 pounds (Entry is listed 
under Loggerhead Turtle but almost certainly pertains 
to the Green Sea Turtle - RBC) 

Next to most common species on Laysan Island and estimate 
of 230,000 considered conservative. 

Q> 

None seen on trip to Laysan Island 

Noticeable scarcity of ihis species on Laysan. usually 
seen in threes, 2 adult and an apparently young bird. 
No nests or very young seen, 

/ 

Marked increase noted over numbers observed in 1911 by 
the expedition, 

0 

Noted continusally, no count attempted. 

Not more than a dozen seen on Laysan 

(Evidently not mentioned by Todd-RBC) 
// 

seen near lagoon on Laysan, no nests nor young seen. 

groups 

Porzanula palmeri O ~f* -f O V"5 O 
'-'.a. boil w 

Arenaria interpres Seen in 

Pluvialis dominica (Eviden 

Numenius tahitiensis « 
iQy*gs y*:. V» O i. ’O A A 

Estimated about 13,000 on Laysan including the young; 
nests located around the lagoon, placed on high bushes 

Very few noted on Laysan, 

Quite numerous on Laysan; one flock of 20 seen; also 

Often seen on Laysan Island. No estimate of figures attemp 

Been in large flocks on Laysan Island. 

(Evidently not mentioned in Todd Report - RBC) 

Tifl 

"yCOC present 
ysan, estimated at leas6 

a 

One seen on Laysan Island, 

(Evidently not mentioned in Todd Report - RBC) 
* * 

Most common species ah Laysan; nests distributed generally 
over the island. Estimated 500,000 

ted. 



Todd Report Extracts — p.2 

Srsecies Todd*s Observations 

Anous ininttBS Found only in lowlands near lagoon; no nests nor young 
found; estimated population at 2000 

.Gygis nils alba 

Sterna lunata 

Telespisa cantains. 

Pair seen flying a bout beach at Laysan, 3 more 2 
seen later on island. 

Not observed on trip to Laysan. 
i 

Seen in large numbers on Laysan Island. 

C 



Extracts from William Todd’s Report of a visit to 
in September 1918. Data pertaining to Kure Atoll 
R.B.Clapp, 23 April 1969) 

the Northwestern Hawaii 
(Extracted 

an Islands 
from cards 

SpSbies 
„-urn-rr, 1-,,-n- -m-T,„ --,lV - „r--nr- 

J? erodroma hypoleuca 

Diomedea nigripes 

Diomedea imnrutablis 

C-ygis alba 

Todd’s Remarks 

Noted on Kure or Ocean 

Noted on Kure or Ocean 

Note (sic) on Ocean or 

Noted on Kure or Ocean 

Island. (Sept. 15, 1918) 

Island. 

Kure Island 

Island. 

ILlA. xtracts from William Todd’s Report of a visit to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 
September 1918. Data pertaiing to Nihoa Island (Extracted from cards by R.B.Clatro, 
23 April 1969), 

Species Todd's Remarks 

Diomedea nigripes 
Diomedea immutabilis 

Puffinus pacificus 

Stema fuscata 

Noted on Bird Island (Sept. 2S 1918) 
A few seen on Bird Island. 

Noted on Bird Island 

Noted on Bird Island 
ft 

Extracts from William Todd’s Report of a visit to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 
September 1918. Data pertaining to Necker Island (Extracted from cards by R.B.Clapp* 
23 April I969). - ' , 

Species Todd8 s Remarks 

Sula sula 
Gygis alba 

Phaethon rubricauda 
Sterna -Lwl 2iCA ta 

Numenius tahitiensis 

Stema fuscata 

Noted on Necker Island (Sept. 3S 1918) 
Noted on Necker Island 

Noted on Necker Island 
Noted on Necker .island 

Noted on Necker and Frigate Shoalsj n 
* 

Noted on Necker Island 

esting on la ter island. 



Extracts from William Todd's Report of a visit to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 
September lyl8. Date pertaining to French Frigate Shoals. (Extracted from cards by 
R.B.Clapp, 23 April 1969). 

S pecies 

Anous minutes 

Todd * s Remarks 

Numenius tahitiensis 

Sterna fuscata 

Noted on Meeker and Frigate Shealsj nesting on latter islands. 

Colony noted on Frigate Shoals, nesting; young seen; estimated 
a“ o,0uo-j.0,000 (September 5S 1918) 

About 900 seen nesting on Frigate Shoals. 

a ope s or. Wildlife 01 Laysan made xn nay 192b by G.iJ©Wilder and communicated by him to 
the Bureau of Biological Survey in a letter dated May 12, 192b. (Extracted from cards 
by R.B.Ciapp, 23 April 19o$>.). 

Species 

n-i , omedea immutabilis 

rregata minor 

Wilders s Remarks 

Present in great numbers 

Numerous on Laysan Island, 

Phaethon rubricauda Very scarce on Laysan Island 

Anas laydanensis Saw only 2 birds on Laysan Island, 

Gygis alba 

Rabbits 

Very scarce on Laysan Island © 

(May 2) No rabbits noted on Laysan; 3 seen on Southeast Island 
and 2 were shot. 

Extract from Reno's Report on Rabbit Killing in 1923 (part of remarks are on a card that 
is missing.-RBC) 

ever oegan to appear. When we left May lb no rabbits had been seen for the past 8 days. 
The raobits found on SE Island were thought to have been taken there by Japanese 
lishermen. Approximately 150 found here. Poison and guns were used here. 
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The following materials mk are extracts of materials losndecb by Eugene Kridler 
to Robert L„ Pyle of the Honolulu Office. They include extracts from reports 
by George Willett inxigii on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition of 1911 
“1912 and from visits by Wilder in 1930 and from a report by William Todd made 
during a visit in 191@ to various of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. '"MucK""^, 

of this material Additional material including that from MunterSs Reports and 
from others is already in the files of the Pacific Program and ihave—net 
extractedrthesermaigrials. The original information was typed on thr^e-iby five 
inch cards. From these I have extracted the observations by trip and "by island 
on the acc mpanying sheets. She following page is a copy of^a<Cfetier explaining 
the distribution of these files to the various refugejs-concerned. All material 
here extracted is from files of the U.S, Bureau of-'Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
in Honolulu and appropriate acknowledgementparticular to Eugene Kridler, 
should be made if these materials are used-'ln any of the various island accounts. 
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Date on Laysan Wildlife made December 15, 1936 by W.F. Coultas and communicated by him 
in a letter dated June 1937® (Extracted from cards by R.B.Clapp, 23 April 1969) 

Species 

Ocear.odrcma tristrami 

Diomede a rdgripes 

Diomede a immutabilis 

Sula 

Sula dactylatra 

Fregata minor 

Anas laysanensi* 

Arenaria interpres 

Coultas!s Remarks 

(Referred to by Coultas as Mother Cargo’s Chicken —RBC) Apparently 
not many on Laysan Island, only one pulled from burrow, although 
many burrows were opened. 

Many thousands located mostly along .sandy beaches at Eastern, 
Northern and Southern ends of Laysan, 6 specimens and 5 eggs saved. ,, 

Many thousands scattered discriminately and in colonies all over 
interior of island. Just beginning to nest, 6 specimens and 5 
eggs taken, 

Arrpoximately 12 seen flying on Laysan Island, a pair nesting 
in ironwood trees at north end of island. 

Species had just finished nesting on Laysan Island, h specimens 
taken. About 100 on the island and mostly found on south end. 

Was just completing nesting season. Possibly 150 birds seen cn 
Laysan at time of our visit, 1 specimen taken. 

11 birds seen on south end of the lake. Ran easily into the grass, 
do not think these were all the birds, 2 specimens taken. 

From 3000-5000 seen about the edge of the lake cn Laysan Island, 
About 100 seen dead, possibly an epidemic. 

Numenius tahitiensis About 20 seen about Laysan Island. Very shy . 1 specimen taken. 

Keteroscelus incanum Possibly a hundred scattered individuals seen shout Laysan Island, 

Anous stolidus 

Anous minutus 

3-U seen flying at south end of Laysan Island Q 

About iiO have been seen around the various ironwood tress. Eggs 
observed. 

Gygis alba 

Telespiza cantans 

U-5 seen around the buildings a 

Found everywhere on Laysan Island, 1000 would be a conservative 
estimate of the population here. Often ssen eating eggs of 
albatross, 6 taken, ■ • 
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The -following materials xmm are extracts of matwri'arts laan&edt by Eugene Kridler 
to Robert L, Pyle of the Honolulu Office. They include extracts from reports 
by George Willett raxitii on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition of 1911 
"1912 and from visits by Wilder in 1930 and from a report by William Todd mad© 
during a visit i.n 1911 to various/of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. "MuoK" 

of this material Additional material including that from Hunter®s Reports and 
from others is already in the files of the Pacific Program and -Ihave-aot- 
extractedzQmse martgrials. The original information was typed on thr^e-'by five 
inch cards. From these I have extracted the observtions by trip spjd^ljy island 
on the acc mpanying sheets. Fhe following page is a copy oj^ariC&tter explaining 
the distribution of these files to the various refugep-ebncerned. All material 
here extracted is from files of the U.S, Bureau of-Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
in Honolulu and appropriate acknowledgementparticular to Eugene Kridler, 
should be made if these materials are usedfxn any of the various island accounts 

R.B.Clapp — ? April 1969 
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'Extracts from George Willet’s Report on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition to 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913. Data pertaining to Necker Island. 

* ‘'(Extracted from cards by R.B,Clapp, 23 April 1969). 

Species Willet•s Remarks 
&*£! MiM<-.«KH«>a-gg!answsesGBggBi!^^ n^rrr^^rmTrrrriririirriTmi-Tirriiimiww'riii nr -nr imnr i iwnim in him •ri-rmnni ^ki,i hii»i in t wwm«m—i irifiiiiMWiiii~wii«ii<w»^ww>niia>niHiiiiuliirtnrrirfiiinniiiiuMpii)iiimntf|fmfni*iiiwi i     iihu"* tm mu iMi»M»wi[nw»i i~ r<mtr jjW miwwo1 h*.h i n 'i *'*wu iNHin'ingdirru-inirinwii mnTinwar n^mn^moininHtfy n vwu i i run.iw »nr inrrmwm n, inni     

Dinmedea nigripes 3. A few were found nesting. 

Diomedea imarutabilis 7- Estimated U00 prs. on Necker Island. 

Puffinus pa cificus 7. Were plentiful in ocean in vicinity of Necker and Bird Islands, 
March 19,20, and 21. 

1 Sula leucogaster 3f, 2 noted on Necker Is. March 19 

Sula dactylatra «?/. Nesting in small numbers noted on Necker Is., Mar. 19, eggs and 
young seen. 

7 Fregata minor .su^- Substantial nesting (colony or colonies) found on Necker. 

ii Phaethon rubri cauda rf. Rather rare on Necker Is. 

Areaaria interpres if. Was only wader seen on Necker Is., where 1-2 seen. 

Pluvial!s dotninica & 
.A 

;J Anous stolidus ii 

Plentiful on all islands visited except Necker Is. 

Round nesting in moderate numbers on Lisianski and less plentifully 
on Necker. 

Extracts from George Millet's Report on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition to the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913. Data pertaining to Nihoa Island. 

(Extracted from cards by R.B* Clapp, 23 April 1969) 

Species 
-j 

/ Diomedea nigripes 
1 

i 

i 

Puff inus pacificus -,-v 

Willet’s Remarks 

A few were found nesting on Bird Island 

Were plentiful in ocean in vicinity of Necker and Bird Islands, 
March 19, 20, and 21. 

I Sula leucogaster x 3 A few birds noted on Bird Island, Dec. 17. 

1 Sula dactylatra 7-/ common bird off Bird Is., Dec. 17. 

I Phaethon lepturus One or two noted near Bird Is., December 17. Those seen on Bird 
Is. probably stragglers from larger islands. 

I Phaeton rubricauda Fairly common around Bird Is. in December. 

1 ; Pluvialis dominica Plentiful. 

I ,? Anous stolidus /,? Several seen off Bird Is., Dec. 17 



Willet1 s Observations on N&htoarp. 2 

Species Willet®s Remarks 

\\ Sterna fuscata a- 

Anous minutu s f¥ 

Thousands nesting on Necker Is. Most of eggs were advanced 
in incubation and a number of downy young seen. 

Noted on all islands visited except French Frigate Shoals 

Gygis alba Were found nesting on Necker Is., March 19, no young were 
seen; thousands seen on Necker and Bird Islands. 

\C Sterna lunata were nesting on Necker Island on steep hillsides. No young 
noted up to time we left islands. ((Check this back against 
other islands and add for each where not included—Laysan and 
Lisianski)) 

Procelsterna saxatilis Were very plentiful on Necker Island where they were so tame they 
flutterd around out heads. One egg noted on this date ((March 

19)) 

Willet®s Observations on Nihoa p.2 

Species _ Willet8s Remarks 

}( Anous minutus ^/ 

Gygis alba 

Procelsterna cerulea 

Noted on all islands visited except French Frigate Shoals 

thousands seen o n Necker and Bird Islands 

'very plentiful on Bird Island* 



Extracts from Gercge Willet's Report on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition 
•to Ihe Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913. Date pertaining to French Frigate 
Shoals* (Extracted from cards by R.B.Clapp, 23 April 1969). 

$pm±es Willet’s Remarks 

Pterodroma hypoleuca Estimated 1000 prs. on Frigate Shaosl. 

Diomedea nigripes About 200 pairs were nesting on French Frigate Shoals, 

Diomedea immutabilis Estimated 200 pairs on French Frigate Shoals, 

Puffinus pacificus Only ones seen during winter were a nearly grown yo ng on 

Sula dactylatra 
French Frigate Shaols, Dec, 19 . * » 
About UQ paris nesting on Frigate Shoals, Dec, 19, 

Phaethon rubricauda Fairly common around Bird Island in December, also around 
Frigate Shoals, 

Arenaria interpres Common on all islands made of sand (in reference to all 
islands visited-RBC). 

Pluvialis dominica Plentiful on all islands visited except Necker Island, 
(Bird, Frigate Shaols, Lisianski, Pearl and Hermes visited) 

Numenius thhttiensis Several seen on Frigate Shoals , Dec, 19, 

Crocethia alba 3 seen on Frigate Shoals, Dec, 19, 

Anous stolidus 200 prs. nesting on Frigate Shoal, Dec, 19s and newly hatched 
young seen. 

Anous minutus Noted on all islands visited except French Frigate Shoals. 

Procelsterna cerulea Were fairly common on French Frigate Shoals, 



* t 

Extracts from George WilletSs Report on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition to 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 193^.-1913. Data pertaining to Laysan Island 
(Extracted from, cards by R.B.Clapp, ? April 1969) 

&p#cies Millet*s Remarks 

Hemidactylus gamfctii Observed on Laysan Island; occasional. (This observation is 
of particularly significance since it it the only other 
record of this lizard's occurrence on Laysan besides the one 
published as a result of the Albatross visit in 1902RBC) 

Monacus schuuimslandi An adult taken on Laysan Island 

Ablepharus boutonii 

Pterodroma hypoleuca 3 

Oceanodroma tristrami 

Diomedea nigripes 

Diomedea immutabilis ; 

Buffinus pacificus 

- s■ Puffinus nativitatus 

Observed on Laysan Island, abundant 

Was most abundant bird on the reservation during our sjgay. 
Estimated 50,000 prs. on Laysan Island. On Dec, 22 when we 
arrived on Laysan, the birds were courting and preparing 
to nest. Nesting began in January, with the first eggg noted 
Jan. 9. A very considerable mortality noted, hundreds 
smothered to death in burrows from drifting sand. Not 
seriously affected by losses as numbers are so considerable. 

Estimated there were about 10,000 pairs nesting on Laysan 
Island on arrival Dec. 22, 1912. The birds on Laysan nest 
low and the water would, often rise and drown the birds in the 
burrows, so the percentage of young-saiatac raised to maturity 
must be quite small. Est. that about 20$ of the birds succeeded 
in raising young this spring (1913). The eggs are laid in 
late December and early January; if the first is lost another 
egg is deposited. Measurement of 6 breeding males and 6 
breeding ^females given in report. 

The nest by actual count on Laysan Is. were 7722, or a total 
of over 15,000 birds. Count was made in Feb. when all eggs 
were laid. This species begins nesting by Dec. 15 and all 
eggs are laid by Jan, 15. Incubation period found to be 
31 days. This species has a very low death rate, and does 
not renest if the first is unsucessful. First young were noted 
Jan. 21 and soon became plentiful, 

... actually counted 12,231 prs. Laysan Is. (Dill had reported 
180,000 on Laysan Is., and three was nothing to indicate 
the birds had been disturbed since his visit in 1911). Mortality 
is rather high and est. that 50$ are lost, of 12,321 nests 
found on Laysan, 9201 were occupied and 3126 were d eserted. 
First young not#d Jan. 22. This species does not renest if 
first nesting is unsuccessful, 

Only(bird seen during winter^ was a dying bird on Dec. 2k. 
Began appearing March 10 when 3 were seen on Laysan. 
of remarks on other islands suggests that none were found 
breeding on Laysan). 

First seen on Laysan Is., Feb. 13, when, 2 were seen by Bailey 
had become abundant by March 11, when they were seen all over 
Island, At this tmme they were eourting and nest building. 



Millet's Observations on Laysan 3ekx$dc 1912-1913 — p»2 

Species 

Sula sula 

Willet's Remarks 

Not very common on Laysan during winter; becoming more plentiful 
in spring. On March 11, about 50 prs, notes nest tejria&jasg 
building invicinity of Frigate birds altho latter persecuted 
them. 

>>> Sula leucogaster 

fi.t, Sula dactylatra 

>1 q 

3h 

37, 

s 

Fregata magnificens // 

Fhaethon rubricauda ♦7. 

platyrhynchos 

Anas acuta -/ 

Anas laysanensi.s 

Spatula clypeata 7 

ti (Buf fie head) 

« Porzanula palmeri : 

One noted on Laysan, Jan, 21, 

A few prs, beginning to nest on Laysan Is, Dec, 22, (Dill 
reported about 65 birds May 1911) There are about 100 prs. 
here at time of this visit. Most of nests cont ained two 
eggs. 

Found common, but mostly immatures on arrival in Laysan Island, 
Dec. 22, Adults begain arriving after first of the year and were 
still arriving March 11, Est, 3000 birds on area March 11, 
1913 (Dill reported 12,500 present here May 1913) Were nest 
building by middle of January and first eggs were found Feb, lu 

2 nearly grown young seen on Lgprsan latter part of December 
and a few downy young seen in January together with a few 
eggs. A few pairs winter on Laysanmd by March 15 were 
becoming rather plentiful. 

A pair seen on Laysan from Dec. 22 to February 9 frequenting 
fresh water pond. 

Flock of 15 seen Dec. 2it when flushed from vicinity of fresh 
water pond on Laysan Is, Small flocks seen several times 
during first part of January after which they disappeared^ 

7 individuals found on Laysan Is. composed of 3 pairs and an 
odd male. Were very tame, have no enemies of the island. 
Had not started to nest at time of our visit, Dec.22-Mar. 11. 

Flock of 6 birds seen on Laysan Island, January 30 and a gain 
on Feb. 11, 

An adult female taken by member of party, 

Very plentiful over Laysan Is, Noted stealing petrel a nd tern 
eggs. One seen swimming aaasxxx across a pond, a di sites© of 
about 15 feet. Not nesting when we left March 11® 

Arenaria interpres Very a bundant on Laysan Island. Noted in thousands on Laysan® 

Squatqrola squatarola u 2 seen on Laysan Is. , Dec, 27 and one was secured; single 
birds noted several times during the remainder of our 

$ ^ Pluvial!s dominica . Plentiful 

Numenius tahitiensis Abundant on Laysan Island, 

Erolia alpina Only one seen, an ddult female which was taken an Laysan Island, 



Millet's Observations on Laysan 1912-1913 — p.3 

SEgcies Millet's Remarks 

<f Crocethia alba -7 Occasionally seen on Laysan Island during winter and spring® 

a% Fhalaropus fulicarius First noted this date (1-6-13) on Laysan Island. Frequently 
noted in flocks of plover and turnstone until middle of 
February. A specimen was secured. 

St Larus glaucescens Immature in gray plumage taken by Bailey on Laysan Island 
(1-25-13) 

?i.. Larus Philadelphia ‘" Immature female taken by Bailey on Laysan (12-27-12) 

LX Heteroscelus incanum -.t Very common around lagoon and on the beaches during our 
stay on Laysan Island. 

f. 2 
Cj / 

?/. 

Anous stolidus 

Sterna fuscata 

f' - Anous minutus 

* A 
Gygis alba X3 

n- Sterna lunata % V# 

4. 

Laysan had about same number nesting there (200 prs.) and 
January 1 young birds were fairly plentiful® Many young were 
flying and fishing for themselves by first of March on Laysan. 

Occasionalyy seen during January a nd February on Laysan Is® 
Numbers increased rapidly after middle of February and became 
abundant by Mar. 11, but had not begun to nest. 

Most plentiful on Laysan where there were 1500-2000 nesting 
pairs. Many nests contained eggs Dee. 2k. Young first noted 
Jan. 17. About half of first nesting unsuccessful, due to 
eggs rolling out of nests or trampling of young birds. Were 
renesting Feb. 20, when nest rebuilding noted and by Mar 
1, eggs were plentiful again. 

2-3 pairs noted on Laysan on our arrival in December, increased 
gradually and by March 1 about kO pairs present. First egg 
noted December 29 and by Jan. k an egg had hatched; this 
young bird tac was flying with old birds March 10. 

Occasionally seen on Laysan during winter. Became plentiful 
after February 1 and by early March were nesting abundantly. 
First eggs noted Feb® fH 2k® 

/:<y, Telespiza can tain s 7 Abundant on Laysan Island. Food buds and «««««, 
mainly from the vine Tribulus cistoides. Prone to eat 
of absent owners. 

Acrocephalus familiar!s Least plentiful of ism land birds on Laysan, but seem to be 
holding their own, and in no present danger of extermination 
Estimated there are now at least 600 on island. 

# 

/ Himatione fsraithii V - ■ Common on Laysan where there appears to be no danger of 
extinction. Not nesting during our stay. 



% 

Extracts from William Todd's Report of a visit to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
in September 1918. fata pertaining to Laysan Island (Extracted from cards by 
R.B.Clapp, 9 April 196g. 

Species Todd’s Observations 

Monacus schauinislandii Large seal, estimated to weigh 600-700 lbs.found dead 
on beach at Laysan 8 Septebmer 1918. 

CheIonia mydas 

Pterodroma 

3. Diomede a ni gripes (0 

Diomedea immutabills 

Puffinus pacificus Af) 

Were in abundance along the beach on Laysan Island. Many 
caught by crew weighing 20-300 pounds (Entry is listed 
under Loggerhead Turtle but almost cettainly pertains 
to the Green Sea Turtle - RBC) 

Next to most common species on Laysan Island and estimate 
of 2$0,000 considered conservative. 

None seen on trip to Laysan Island 

Noticeable scarcity of Ihis species on Laysan. usually 
seen in threes, 2 adult and an apparently young bird. 
No nests or very young seen. 

Marked increase noted over numbers observed in 1911 by 
the expedition. 

Puffinus nativitatus :■/ Noted continusally, no count attempted » 

<ri 

I jS, 

Sula sula 

Sula leucogaster fa') 

Sula dactylatra ff 

Fregata minor 

Not more than a dozen seen on 'laysan 

(Evidently not mentioned by Todd-RBC) 

U-5 seen near lagoon on Laysan, no nests nor young seen. 

Estimated about 1$,000 on Laysan including the young; 
nests located around the lagoon, placed on high bushes. 

/f. Phatthon rubricauda/C* Very few noted on Laysan. 

jj. Anas laysanensis 

7". Porzanula palmer! 

} 

Arenaria interpres ! i b ) 
xZ--' 

Quite numerous on Laysan; one flock of 20 seen; also 
groups of from 2-6 seen. 

Often seen on Laysan Island. No estimate of figures attempted, 

Seen in large flocks on Laysan Island. 

jf Pluvialis dominica (Evidently not mentioned in Todd Report - RBC) 

Numenius tahitiensis 
/ft f 14 

<v 

P. Heteroscelus incanum 

0, Anous stolidus 

? ^ 

Sterna fuscata 
rf. r 
v> 

fere in numbers on all parts of Laysan, estimated at leas6 
1,000 present. 

One seen on Laysan Island. 

(Evidently not mentioned in Todd Report - RBC) 

Most common species ah Laysan; nests distributed generally 
over the island. Estimated $00,000 



Todd Report Extracts — p.2 

Species Todd's Observations 

fy. Anous rointtesfy.-. Found only in lowlands near lagoon; no nests nor young 
found; estimated population at 2000 

Gygis ; a Iba 

ffi Sterna lunata si 

Pair seen flying a bout beach at Laysan, 3 more iadtaxxsx 
seen later on island. 

Not observed on trip to Laysan. 

V 
-J? ■ 

Telespiza captains ' Seen in large numbers on Laysan Island. 



Extracts from Georg© Willet's Report on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition 
to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913. Data pertaining to Lisianski 
Island. (Extracted from cards by R.B.Clapp, 9 April 1969) 

WilletSs Observations 

Monacus schauinslandii 

1- pterodroma hypoleuoag' 

S>. Diomedea nigripes 6 ■' 

4. Diomedea immutabilis 

5, Puffinus pacificus (f 

]4- Puffinus nativitatus 

Sula sula 

* 

5 i 
cm / * 

Sula leucogaster 

Sula dactylatra 

i’t' Fregata minor /fT) 

s. Phaethon rubri cauda (s) 

4'j- Porxanula palmeri djJ 

2 seen on Lisianski Island. 

Estimated 20,000 prs. on Lisianski Is. 

Estimated 300 prs. netting on Lisianski 

Estimated 100 pairs on Lisianski 

(Not seen on Lisianski during winter - no comment made as 
to their presence in March- RBC) 

1 pair was seen on Lisianski, March 12 

30 pairs noted nesting on Lisianski Is., in company with 
Frigate birds. Some on nests contained fresh eggs. 

About 12 birds seen on Lisianski Is., March 12. 

Rather common on Lisianski Is., March 12. 

Substantial nesting colony (or colonies?) found on Lisianski 

(Presence not noted in card extracts of WilletSs notes-RBC) 

We liberated UO on Lisianski- Island, under faborable 
conditions. 

li] Arenaria interpres "Common on all islands 
specifically mentioned 

4lh 

made of sand" (but Lisianski not 

So Pluyialis dominica 11 ) Plentiful 

S- Numenius tahitiensis Common 

pu Crocethia alba Fairly common on Lisianski March 12 

Heteroscelus incanum '; EXtxaKkaxMxWiil«kixxRw.p®KixwxRBai(Not mentioned in card 
extracts of Willet’s Report with regard to Lisianski - RBC) 

"r'v 

Anous stolidus 11 
W..., 

f/. Sterna fuscata 

found nesting in moderate numbers on Lisianski 

Were plentiful on Lisianski Island, March 12. 

. fad ) 
Anous minutus ijr■• ■ ’ IJoted on all islands visited except French Frigate Shoals 

I :fi Gygis alba 

Sterna lunata 

(Not mentioned as occurring on Lisianski on cards - RBC) 

Nesting in considerable numbers on Lisianski Is., March 12, 



Extracts from George Millet's Report on the Bureau of Biological Survey Expedition to 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 1912-1913. Data pertaining to Pearl and Hermes 
'-(Extracted from cards by R»B«.Glappf 23 April 1969) 

Species Millet1s Remarks 
■ wniaatm i ■ 

'/• Pterodroma hypoleuca (estimated) 1500 prs. on Pearl and Hermes Reef. 

7 Diomedeanigripes About © © 300 prs. on Pearl and Hermes Reef. 

if, Diomedea iramutabilis x (estimated) 300 prs. on Pearl and Hermes Reef 

: - Sula leucogaster 

t, Sula dactylatra 

a% Fregata minor h 

One seen on Pearl and Hermes. 

About 50 prs nesting on Pearl and Hermes Reef; most of nests 
here contained eggs, but 2-3 had recently hatched young. 

... a small colony seen on Pearl and Hermes Reef. 

Arenaria interpres 1 Common on all islands made of sand 

..</- Pluvial!s dominica 1 Plentiful 

. Numenius tahitiensis $ several seen on Pearl and Hermes Reef 

Sterna fuscata 

! Anous stolidus 

1 noted on Pearl and Hermes Reef March 15 

Found nesting in moderate numbers on Lisianski and less plentifully] 
on Necker and Pearl and Hermes Reef, 

. Anous mintrtras Notes on all islands visited except French Frigate Shoals® 

i f- 

_
_
_

 



Extracts from William Todd's Report of a visit to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
in Sen!ember 1918. Date pertaining to Kure Atoll (Extracted 3^xta&xS3ac from cards by 
iUB.Clapp, 23 April 1969) 

8-©##i e s Todd8 s Rema rks 

>j, Pterodroma hypoleuca 

f, Diomedea nigripes 

y Diomedea immutablis 

% Gjrgis alba 

Noted on Kure or Ocean Island. (Sept0 15, 1918) 

Noted on Kure or Ocean Island. 

Note (sic) on Ocean or Kure Island 

Noted on Kure or Ocean Island. 

Extracts from William Todd's Report of a visit to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 
September 1918. Data pertaiing to Nihoa Island (Extracted from cards by R.B.Clapp, 
23 April 1969). 

Species  

5* Diomedea nigripes 
J Diomedea immutabilis 

/a. Puffinus pacificus 

Sjcgisxatiiat 
f/. Sterna fuscata 

Todd's Remarks 
iTtTCltt>i> 1 irriifiniTynt-nrtfinftiiiw'WiwiiiiiiiiinwMiaii rnv iurraanTm■n*mMt    wiiiimwmw<i»     nniTiiiinimriii im    • 1 him mini    "in in   rnn rrmrii— m     rr-iin ■ nnnmiriimn"f nimrniiriiTiri 1 tt~ -nn—1 

Noted on Bird Island (Sept. 2, 1918) 
A few seen on Bird Island. 

Noted on Bird Island 

Noted on Bird Island 

Extracts from William Todd's Report of a visit to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 
September 1918. Data pertaining to Necker Island (Extracted from cards by R.B.Clapp, 
23 April 1969). 

Species 

Gygis alba 

/?. Phaethon rubricauda 
Sterna lunata 

% Numenius tahitiensis 

p. Sterna fuscata 

Todd's Remarks 
■wawwiittBassBasae^^ 1 imitHBin imawataw r^irwwiiBgiMwriiWu w-<yjaaas^vwi»»yt^iawrw>*gB^^ 

Noted on Necker Island (Sept. 3$ 1918) 
Noted on Necker Island 

Noted on Necker Island 
Noted on Necker Island 

Noted on Necker and Frigate Shoals; nesting on latter island. 

Noted on Necker Island 



F-xtracts from William Todd's Report of a visit to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 
September 1918. Date pertaining to French Frigate Shoals. (Extracted from cards by 
RiB.Clapp, 23 April I969). 

Species Todd's Remarks 
..... --~-- , ---—--——-——-—*-—- 

Noted on Necker and Frigate Shsals; nesting on latter islands. 

Colony noted on Frigate Shoals, nesting; young seen: estimated 
at 8,000-10,000 (September 5, 1918) 

About 500 seen nesting on Frigate Shoals* 

Notes on Wildlife of Laysan made in May 1921 by G.P.Wilder and communicated by him to 
the Bureau of Biological Survey in a letter dated May 12, 1921. (Extracted from cards 
by RoB.Clapp, 23 April 196ft.). 

Wilder's Remarks 

Present in great numbers. 

Numerous on Laysan Island. 

Very scarce on Laysan Island. 

Saw only 2 birds on Laysan Island. 

Very scarce on Laysan Island. 

(May 2) No rabbits noted on Laysan; 3 seen on Southeast Island 
and 2 were shot. 

Extract from Reno's Report on Rabbit Killing in 1923 (part of remarks are on a card that 
is missing.-RBC) 

ever began to appear. When we left May 11 no rabbits had been seen for the past 8 days. 
The rabbits found on SE Island were thought to have been taken there by Japanese 
fishermen. Approximately 150 found here. Poison and guns were used here. 

Species 

V. Diomedea immutabilis CP 

.< Fregata minor 

ff> Phaethon rubricauda fP 

£(• Anas laydanensis v\ 

?/. Gygis alha^Q 

Rabbits 

■S Numenius tahitiensis 1 

% Sterna fuscata V 

J ' T* * 
% Anous minutas '• 



Data on Laysan Wildlife made December lp, 
cated by him in a letter dated June k, 193 
Clapp,, 23 April 1969). 

"1936 by W.F. Cot It a.s and communi 
7• (Extracted from cards by R K 

* X-/ 

Species 

a nigripes 

Coultas's Remarks 

Many thousands located mostly along sandy beaches 
at Eastern, northern and" Southern ends of Laysan. 
6 specimens and 5 eggs saved. 

Diomedea immutabilis 

Oceanodroma tristrami 

Many thousands scattered discriminately and in 
colonies all over interior of island. Just beginning 
to nest. 6 specimens and 5 eggs taken. 4 

(Referred to by Coultas asMother Carey's Chicken 
RBC). Apparently not many on Laysan Island, only 
one pulled from burrow,- although many burrows were 
opened. 

Sula dactylatra Species had just finished nesting on Laysan Island 
4 specimens taken. About 100 on the island and 
mostly found on south end. 

Sula sula Approximately 12 seen flying on Laysan Island, a 
pair nesting in- Ironwood tree-s at north end o: 
island. 

Oi 

Fregata minor Was just completing nesting season, possibly 150 
birds seen on Laysan at time of our visit. 1 sped 
men taken. 

Anas laysanensis 11 birds seen on south end of the lake, 
into the grass, do not think these were 
birds. 2 specimens taken. 

Ran easily 
all the 

Numenius tahitiens'is About 20 seen about Laysan Island. Very shy 
specimen taken.. 

1 

Heteroscelus ineanum Possibly a hundred scattered individuals seen about 
Laysan Island. 

Arenaria interpres From 3OOO-5OOO seen about the edge of the lake on 
Laysan Island. About 100 seen dead, possibly an 
epidemic. 

Anous stolid; 

Indus minutas/tenuiros 
b j? X S 

314 seen flying at south end of laysan Island. 

About 40-have been seen around the various Ironwood 
trees. . Lggs observed 

Gygis alba |-5 seen around the buildings. 

am elesniza cantans Found everywhere on Laysan nd• 1000 would be a 
conservative estimate of the population here. Often 
seen eating eggs of albatross. 6 takeri XX • 


