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Red-tailed Tropicbird (Phaethon rubrlcauda) 

Current Status; No recent records, formerly common 

7“ 

£-a2£-^;'grcis: The U*S* Exploring Expedition visited Sydney on August 26, 1839 and 
Jw 

found Red-tailed Tropicbirds "more abundant than usual"/(Cassin 1852 

Correia visited the island in March 1924 he made no mention of this species a 
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Sev.u-a1 were seen offshore by Lister (1891) in the summer of 1889 4a*l he 
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land on the island. 
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SIDNEY" DRAFT 

White-tailed Tropicbird 
s 
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Current Status: Uncommon visitor. 

( 

Population: White-tailed Trg- icb' rcls have been seen flying- 

over the island on both FOBSFvisits but have er been seen/to land. On, November 

1,5 1963 one was seen and on Goto er 2ky 196I4. four were seen. 
. fc ic i -60( dies 

^ t ll rein 
therefore 

Sr i fre far from 1 Uee It is not suprisi At find it 
which resemble yp* some of the 

regularly over i lan s of the Phoenix Group. i-rieBd-ie-prefeably* 

■guitafel©-f©3?-fe«fe©diag-aH.4-b3!¥4e islands it breeds on 
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SIDNEY DRAFT 

Blue-faced Booby (Sula dactylatra) 

Current Status: Uncommon visitor offshore, 

7 

Prior Records: Lister (1891) saw two species ofngarnetsn offshbre of Sydney 
in the summer of 1889 and lists the 

Blue-faced Booby at the end of this paper as occurring on jSydeny. 
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a common breeding species on the dry 

nnihabited i; j. .a oj. t„c PI ran^eiwidely flora tfeeie-aeetia- the 
n/s spec nf uz---Ja t j—1- 

■ •";;u- * *59s” '^===3^£d£sss^=^'' ^Sj A ■ pt off shore, wfcd^toul ' not be 

, S , w for rp sti 
tp ete^ because >; he occupancy of 1 land. Suitable habitat*althe 

M » 

~ on the islands in i^he central lagoon and a few pairs may 

eventually establish themselves he: 

OolcLe y' 
o were seen offshore in NoY er 1963 and*L961|., 
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Prior Records: The Brown Booby is listed as occuir 

and is evidently one of the two species of Mgann 
' 7 

the summer of 1889 

. 

jr 

Population: In November 1963 two adults re seen 
2 

one immature i as found roofeting on one of the small islets in the lagoon. There 
active breeding or-ef old.hosts similar 

was no evidence of as-sting but the ie^fesds islets would provide ««iteble habitat 

i 

to that utilized on other Central Pacific islands 
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SYDNEY DRAFT BIRDS 

Red-footed Booby (Sula sula) 

Current Status: No recent records, formerly common* 

Prior Records: Pickering, a member of the U.S# Exploring Expedition, rec orcled 

H f 

collected nine specimens in March 1924 when the Whitney expedition visited the 

island 

Other Specimens: All collected on March 21, 1924 
fjPjp Cy* 

by J*G. Correia; Aim- Wl; AMNH 205452, 2/)5448, 205458, 205449, 205453, 205451 
-3 - 

AMNH 205455, 205454, 205456. 
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SIDNEY DRAFT 

Great Frigatehird (Pregats. minor) 

Current Status s Hypothetical, no positive records. 

Prior Records: Great Frigatebirds and Lesser Frigatebirds were rj/6t distinquished byj 

any -©#~*4h.e prior visitors to Sydney island so all prior recorc^fe are open to 

frigitebirds 
cuesuion. CcL^sm (185o) staces that Dr, rickering round present in great 

nuuoeiOil oyaney Island in August 1839 and Lister (1890.) 

na great column51 of frigates over one end of the is lam in the summer of 1889, 

Correia (3-934 MS 1924) states that they were presen/but gives no indication of 

their abundance 



SIDNEY BIRDS DRAFT 

Lesser Frigatebird (Fregata ariel) 

Current Status: Uncommon visitor. 

Pl:.j-_or K-cords: See Great Frigatebird 

•cb bird 
g 

Population: Five frigates were seen in November,1963 oip of which was definitely 
four / 

this species, fhe others feeiag-*were either sub adults, which can 

not be identified to species, or dt too great a distance to 

/ 
/ 

/ / 
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ioentil^ . ibome of these Tout* -Frn / 

WW«W» ****■• 

4—rt not been definitely i . • tw* U. ' + 

: - . / 1 
Fite adults were seen in October, 176b nnd tun ^-r +1 t 

jprer the lagoon! / 1 the raaIes were chasing 
tfefe Gray-backed Terns* The oh^p l.or* h , 

1 ' n® Cllasc aPPeyed t0 be unsuccessful due to the whole 

colony d^ray-backed Terns joining i Jto mob the frigatebirds. 

Frigatebirds have never been pnd rootling on the inland although a few 

probably do so since this is an abundant species on Phoenix Island only ip 1W 

miles to the Morth# 



SYDNEY DRAFT 

Pint3.il Duck (Anas acuta) 

Current Status: Rare misrant, no recent records 
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Rrior Records: In the 1880!s Arundel collected three ducks^andir send them 

to Tristram who described tham as a new species, Dafila modesta. Tristram (1886) 

states that there were no ducks on the island when Arundel arrived but that 

"afterwards they appeared and were tolerably numerous for a time." Tristram believed 

that the duck was a resident species of the equatorial islands which"migrated" 

from one island to another. 
p r oj ti |V of ^ 
a ii^descri^^ the ftbird as fa plain-coloured Pintail of diminutive size. The 

male specimeh is just discarding the young or summer dress, and assuming 

the delicately vermiculated and pencilled plumage of the flanks and back which 

characterize our oifwn Pintail in breeding dredd. On the flanks only two or three 

young feathers remain. 
isfswi 4, 

These / 
Thi-#"'Anas acuta, which is a sporadic migrant in large numbers 

( Medeiros, 1958)1 and which has been recorded from to the equatorial islands 

most of the Line Islands. 

Bryan (1942) stages that ducks !Jused to be seen on the ponds but now both 

are gone.!i His statement may refer to Arundels original observations as do all d:her 
/ ' ; i • 

mentions of ducks on Sydney. The ponds, despite® Bryan's statementjare still there 

and are probably still visited by ducks during certain years. 
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SIDNEY DRAFT BIRDS 

Golden Plover (Pul Fluvialls dorainica) 
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Current St atu s: Abundant migrant. 

Prior Records: Arundel sent a specimen to Tristram (1886) in the 1880!s and 

Lister (1891) saw several on the shore in the summer of 1889. 
/ 

" ' 1. 1963 
Population: to SovemberAthere were an estimated 100 birds around the lagoon 

2h */t ft 
and fin October AI96I4 there 109 birds around the lagoon and an additional 11 o 

on the perimeter of the island, 

>n EhdJ 

*se 

in aia-w ay-b 6-^q-te-tfecuh^ 

wt. 120 gms 3« 

POBSP Specimens: USNM l^iiOl+Lj F, ovary $ mm./ Oct. 2h, 196J4; IJSNM IffhOlg, F, 

ovary 10 mm., G- Wt. 106 gms., Oct. /2k, 1962+. 
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. DRAFT BIRDS 

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpret) 

Current Status: Abuncant migrant* 

iiob one 

/ - - - d : - . ' >; 

Prior Records: Ruddy Turnstones were first recorded by Lister (1891) wh6" saw a 

few in the summer of 1889* Correia collected three in March 1924 when the 

Whitney Expedition visited the island. 

01_ • / 

1, 
Population: 23n November^ 1963 there were k-^Q an estimated l*-£00 2 turnstones 

around the lagoon and An October 2li* 19&h 119 birchs were counted here and an 
ys/ifC 4 

additional 35 the outer beach. / 

/ 

rone 

USNM b93198, M, testes 4 mm., vt. 99 gma., Bov. 2, Ip63; 
/ 

103199, F, ovary J. mm., wt. 8U gms.. Nop 2, 1963. 

Other Specimens: Go .lected March /l, 1924 by J.G. Correia; MM; AMNH 205654, 205653 

F; AMNH 205924 



DRAFT BIRDS 

Wandering Tattler (Heteroscelus incanum) 

Current Status: Common migrant* 

TZ ttler 
/ 

Prior Records: Tristram (1886) states that he received a specimen from Arundel and 
i / 

Correia collected two specimens in March 1924* 
. / 

mz~ ~~~~ _- /_~ -..f 
$ / 

Population: On November 1, 1963 there were an estimated 100 birds around the lagoon 
■- * * - / 

and on October 2it, I96I4 there were 20 birds around the lagoon and 32 on the beach. 
^--—X co]®qii-> / 

The three spe cies oilfehorebirds were all found in greater numbers on 
the of Enderburv and Phoenix.' 

Sydney than on drier island^ miles to the North. Sydney may me a better 
/ 

feeding area than the drier islands although reasons for this are not apparent* 

All but the Golden Plover were present in greater numbers in November 1963 

than in October 1962+ and this may i utfLurt indicate that the migration peak 

occurs after October.T®*" 6 urns t ones And Z*. I L l i t* 

-rarer 

POBSP Specimens: USNM 1# 1*061, F, ovary 10 mm., wt. 99.2 gms., Oct. 2it, 1962+: 
■ 

USNM Ii9ii062, F, ovary 5 mm., wt. 97• 5 gms., Oct. 2i+, 19614. 

little r 
: 

QQSZL,.;s,Pec linensCollected March 21, 1924 by J.G. Correiaj MM; AMNH 205222, 205623 
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Prior Rpcords: Lister (1891) saw several in 188*9 the summer of 1889 on the beach 

/ 
/ 
' 

/ 

xQpulai/ioij.s On];/' live were seen in lloveraber 1963 and six in October 196& 
"" i 

i 

XLl the curlews were found around the Iggoon. 

beaek and the small numbers would indicate that the isLard is generally unfavorable 
/ 

fa? this species* 
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Current Status: infrequent ml rant 

DRAFT 

.^^iXXng 

Population; A flock of five was observed on the east (windward) beach on November- 

23 1963 and one was collected. 

POBSP Specimens; USNM h932$Q, F, ovary 6 ram, wt. 1*2 gras., Nov. 2* 1963 
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SIDNEl DRAFT BIRDS 

Sooty Tern. (Sterna, fuscata) 

Current Status: Infrequent visitor. 

Population: Five flew o ver the island On October 2k, 196k and were the only one s 
(b.s 

observed during the two visits to the island. This specie s/i-e abundant on Phoenix 
at this time 

and Enaerbury IslandAand it is saprising that more birds/'did not pass over 

5 

Sydney a4-%fe* Island 



SlDmEi DRAFT BIRDS 

Gray-bac ed Tern (Sterna lunata) 

Gar rent Status: Common resident and nesting species, 

/ 

Prior R cords: Three specimens were collected in IFireh 1924 by the Whitney Expedition 

and constitute the first record for the island. Child (i960) states that i$r# 

Gray-backed Tern eggs are sometimes eaten on Sydney island "especially during p 
/ 

/ 

times of drought when food is scarce*" This statement implys that Sooty Terns 

not nest on the island and that the Gray-backed Terns one of the 

most abundant nesting sneeies. 

ana 
Population: This is one of the three nesting; species on the island tet- the 

7 

population was estimated as 100 in both November 19,64 and October 1963* 

ed / 

/ 

)f 
The Bstirnat44 I4I nests present in November 1963. an0 tke 8 in October 1964 

are based are partial counts the islands in the lagoon and an estimate based 

on the number of birds seen over the other islands not visited. A total of 27 

/ 
nests were counted in November 196B. in the southeast half of the lagoon and i> 

were 
were found in the northwest half in October 1961).. All islands have-beea visited 

I 

once but none were visited on both trips. 

The adult birds stay quite close to the nesting islands and only a small 

number are ever seen over the shores of the lagoon. ia-the-ease-e# *k©-ieie»4e- 

1CBSP Specimens; USIM W3975, M, testes 8 m., wt. 109 ms., Oct. 2ks 196k. 

Otoer Specimens: Collected March 21, 1924 by J.G. Correia; FF; AMU 20570: 

205704, 205705. 
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Noddy Tern (Angus stoli us) 

DRAFT BIRDS 

Current Status; Coupon resient and nesting species, 

f 

Prior, Records: Lister (1991)found then pre ent in the summer of iss/and Correia 

(ifi 1924) recorded their presence in March 1924. 

; 

Population: An estimated 250 adults were present in November 196,3 and 150 were 

estimated in October 196in This is the, most abundant species on the island and 

one of only three breeding species. 

/ 

/ 
/ 

/ ( 
In, November 1963 a total of 66 nests were fdund on islands in the southeast 

/ i 
M 

half of the lagoon and. it was estimated that ah additional 33 nests were present 
/ 

in the other half of the lagoon. In October 1965 a total of 23 nests were found 
/ 
/ - i 

in the northwest half of the lagoon and i^ was estimated that another 23 nests 

ere located in the other half of the lagoon.jon both trips the breeding population 

comprised over 60 percent of the tot^Lpopulation 

All nests ha¥« were located on' the small Islands in the lagoon and although 

birds are frequently seen, flying over^large numbers are DQi_XQundLuUil_QQ2. 
escept-oa 
ge«€-te the islands in the lagpcm* 

found only on_ 

V 
L- 

m 

FOBSP Jm&ci,:en;:; USM 1(93967, M, testes 2 mi., wt. 173 gms., Oct. 2k» 196k. 



* ox DRAFT BIRDS 

Blue-gray Noddy Tern (Procelstema caerulea) 

Cur rent St atu s: Infrequent visitor. 

/ 
' noacty 

/ / 

Prior Records: Blue-gray Noddies were seen in the summer of 1889 by Lister (1891) 

' • / 
, and one specimen was collected in March 1924 by the Whitney Expedition* 

j iHXlUUlL 0ne individual vas seen at the east/nd of the lagoon in November 

I 1/63 an, thi, i„ tne om,;.- one vnich has been ?ieen. It was very tame and landed 

> on thc ground within a few yards of the observer. 

Other Specimens: AMNH 205721, M, J.G. Correia, March 21, 1924 

/ 
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Fairy Tern (Gygis alba) 
^ ~Trr"" J 

Current Status: Unco;;]: .on rerieert and nesting species. 

/ 

—■ °r' Ra-PI^-g-l Pickering (Cassin, 1858) stages that th4&-sp«©i©s-was-e«saeH 

Fair/ Terns were common on August 26, 1839. Lister (1891) in the summer 6f 1889 

ana Correia (MS 1924) in March 1924 recorded this species as present but ra?de 

no estimate of the number present. 

Population: -£ki*s (One bird* was observed carry in, food in October^ 196ii 

^Lnaic atta^ that the species breeds on. the'island although re have never fount: a 

nest^/In keteb November 1963 there were an estimated 10 birds on the island and 

in October 1961* a fairly accurate count of the whole island revealed only 23 

^..birris,^^ I 

P0B8P Specimens: USNM W3987, F, ovary 10x3 mm., wt. 103.7 gms., Oct. 2b, 196b. 
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