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To the Right Honorable the Lord ChiefBaron Ward,

and Mr. Juftice Blencowe, Her Majefty's Judges in the

Oxford Circuit : And to the Right Worfhipful Sir Ed-

mund IVarcupp, Knight.

Francis Gierke, Efq. Simon Whorwood+A-Deanc, Efq. William Hindes,

Efq. Charles Holt, Efq. Leonard Trotman, Efq. William Newell, Efq.

Henry Peacocke, Efq. William Aflrey, Gent. Thomas Greenwood, Gcnr.

Nicholas Marjhall, Gent. Richard Hacker, Gent. Lawrence Lord, Jun.

Gent. Martin May, Gent. "John Fitzherbert, Gent. William Bull, Gent.

jfojeph Meadows, Gent. William Dalby, Gent. 7°^w ^'"£i Gent. ^4/#-

xander Hawkins, Gent. Richard Wtnlow, Gent. 7- Pollard, Efq. 7l/*f^

Sadler, Gent, Joh* Goodwin, Gent. Thomas Gregory, Gent.

Gentlemen of the G R A N D-J U R Y.

A5 7s«r Commands Alone cou'd Induce Me to Publifh this Difcourfe,

fo Nothing but Tour Juft Xeal for the Church and Univerfities,

which 1 have Endeavour d Here infome meafure to Vindicate, cou'd

have PrevaiVdwith Tou to lay This Injunction upon Me. And indeed it

is no Small Glory and Support to Both, when Men ofSuch Characters and
Fortunes, (ballfo Signally Ejpoufe Their Caufe, as ff)all give Life and Cre-
dit to Religion and Learning, and make Them Once More Eminently Con-

spicuous by fuch a Noble Recommendation.

The Influence o/Such Examples cannot be ConnVd to One jingle County,

vhilft the Gentry of the Whole Nation mufl fee Their Own Inrereft In-

volv'd in That of the Clergy, and that whatsoever Strikes at the Church,

mufl Secretly Undermine the State. The Generous Concern Tou have Shew*
for This Ancient Seat of Literature, U as well the Befl Demonftration of
the True Love Tou Bearfor Your Country, as ofTour pious Gratitude t»

This Venerable Body, for Tour Education in That Sound Faith, into.

Which you were Baptized.

Such Open and Ingenuous Affertions of the Good Old Principles of the

Church of England, will be no lefs a Monument of Tour Honor, Who in

This Trimming Age Dare Boldly Defend Its Primitive Truth, than ofthe

Lafling and Indelible Reproach of Thefe Temporizing Hypocrites, who
can have the Confidence both to Flatter and Betray It, and under the Pre-

tence of Its Interelt, give it up to the Infatiable Malice and Revenge of
its mo ft Inexorable Enemies.

But how Happy are We in Enjoying f» Many Living Confutations, of
Thefe Perfidious and Double Practices, in Ton ! Whofe Partiality was
Only Shewn iu too Indulgent an approbation of the Well defigoM La-
bour: of

Your very Humble Servant,

HENRY SACHEVERELL;



(3)

i TIMOTHY, V. iif

I Charge Thee before God) and the Lordjefits Chrift, and the

EU&l Angels^ that Thou Obferve thefe Things, without Pre-

ferring One before Another, Doing nothing by Vartiality.

AS all Government is Builr upon Law, and all Law is Supported by

the due Execution, and regular Adminiftration of Jultice, which

is the Grand End and Defign of Both : So there's Nothing that

does more effe&ually Overturn Its Foundation, Countermine and Defeat

Its good intention, and utterly Difappoint and Evacuate Irs Force and

I

Power, than a Pergonal Prejudice, or a Blind, Mercenary, and Bale Par-

tiality. A Vice, which the Holy-Ghoft thought nothing lefs could Guard

againft, than thefolemn Adjuration of the Text, Pronounc'd like a Dread-

ful Anathema, and Commination of Divine Vengeance upon the Guilry

Offender ! When therefore the Great Apoftle of the Gentiles had Gonfti'

tutcd Timothy Bilhop of Ephefw, and had Ordain'd him as 'twere the Pri-

mate and Metropolitan of slfia ; having plac'd fo large a Part of rhe

World under his immediate Care and Dominion, he fends him this Epiliie,

as the High Commijfion he was Impower'd to Ad upon, full of Injuncti-

ons for his Sacred Office and Authority, and Rules for his Conduct and

Behaviour in this his Vice-Gerency under Chrijl : And that he might keep

up to the Dignity of his Character, and Difcharge his High Tiuft and Cal-

ling, with equal Faithfulnefs and Integrity ; the Apoltle Forefceing what

Difficulties he might Encounter in his Duty, and how ObnoXicus they

I might render him to all the Infirmities and Inclinations of Humane Nature,

that he might be neither Over-rul'd by Paflion, Biafs'd by Intcrerhor Per-

verted by Prejudice, Charges and Conjures him by All that is Holy, that

as he fhould Anfwer it ar the Great Judgment of the Laft Day, in that

Tremendous Court of Judicature, where the Secrets of All Hearts fhall

be Reveal'd, that as he Rever'd the Sentence of God, and the Lord Jefus

Chnlt, in the Prefence of the Elect Angels, He -wouldObfewe theje Things,

without Preferring One before Another, Doing nothing by Partiality.

Now tho' this may be thought to be Directed to Him onely, as a Spi-

ritual Judge, with Regard meerly to His EpijcopaljunidiiXion, the Power

ofOrdination, Cenfure, and Abfolution, the Oeconomy andDifciplin; of

the Chunh, yet as 'tis a Precept refulting from the Primary Nature, and
Origin of Equity ; or being racher Its very Notion, and the foie Method
of Its Administration, It may be Extended to, and will be found a Duty
of equal Ufe and Obligation in, All Judicial Cafes relating to the Body
Politick, as well as Ecclefiaftical. And truly 'tis not ealy to Determine,

Whether Government , or Religion, has fufler'd more from Prejudice and
Partiality ,to which they will for ever ftand fuch Irreconcileable Enemies.

TisThis that can Transform the One into Enthufiafra, Superftition, and
"* Atheifmj and the Other imo Fraud, Bribery, and Oppreffion; Fill Our

A z ' Church
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Church with Bigots, Fanatkks, and Infidels; Our Courts with Parafiftt,

Informers, and Sycophants; and if not Timely Prevented, Subvert the

Peaqc and fLftahJifhrnexu of Church and State, and Deprive us of whac
we can poflibly Claim as our Right, either by Humane, or Divine Law.
Which I hope in the Profecution of this Difcourfe to make Evident, under
the Conlidcrarion of thcle Three General Heads :

I. Firft, I will Endeavour to State the True Nature and Bounds of thefe

Vicc'j Prohibited in the Text, and fhew wherein they confili.

I 1. Secondly, I will Point out the Caufes from whence they flow, where-
by their Guile and Malignity will appear.

I I F. Thirdly, I will Lay open the Fatal Influence they have in their

Pernicious Effects and Confcquences, fo as more powerfully to induce us

to Prevent, or Remedy them.

I. And furft to State the True Nature and Eounds of thefe Two Vicas

prohibited in the Text, and to fhew wherein they confift. In order to

which, We may obferve that this Expreflion, XCd&^ig irp C'.'^l/uufTti^

feems to be rendered with too much Latitude in our Tranilation, by Pre-

jerri^y One before Another, which confounds it with Partiality that fol-

lows
; bur as the Original fignifus, and the Vulgar Latin rranflares it,

denotes Prejudice, which is a Thing as much Separate and Diftinft from
Partiality, as the Caufe is from the Effect, and is indeed the nectflary

I'ou.jtain from whence it is Dcriv'd. For a Man may be Prejudic'd, or

e his M;nd Prepoirefs'd with Vicious Inclinations, and yet in fomeRe-
fpects, and in fome Cafes, not A3 Partially, and according to their Ten-

tJeney, As an Atheift may do an Act, of Charity, or as the Wicked Judge

in the Gofpefr; that fear d neither God nor Man, Avenge Opprefiron, and

Give a Juit Sentence on Iniquity. Tho' it mult be confefs'd, that 'tis very

Seldom, and indeed the Work of Chance, and contrary to the Regular

Couife of Nature, when Men's Aclions are not Correspondent to their

Principle;. But on the other Hand, Whoever is Guilty vf an Uudcferved,

Unwarrantable, and Injurious Aft of filler, or Rigor, muft be Prufum'd

to have his Mind Sway'd by a Falfe Pre-conception, and to be Govern'd by

•the Wrong Propensities of a Depra.v'd Will, a Diftorted Judgmear, and

a Malicious Inclination.

Hence the True Nature of Prejudice may feem to Conflfl in this, That

it is a Premature, Indeliberate, and Irrational Opinion, haftily fix'd in the

Mind, either For, or Againfl any Perjon, or Thing, not ariling from any

Light, or Convlftion of the Under/landing, or the Merit, or Evidence

of rhe Caufe, but from the Predominant Controul of the Will, and the

Arbitrary Impulfe cfHumonr, or Imagination, Avcrfion, or defire. And
It may be Call'd a Kind of Moral Sympathy, or A',ithipaty, or a Fanta-

fiic.il Liking, or Hating any Thing, not fo much from Reafon as Caprice.

Now tho' it is Unnatural for the Mind to Hang and Fluctuate in an Equi-

pendency, in Relation to any Thing propos d to the Thoughts, and that

it mult determine its Judgment one way or other, yet This oughc always

to be Regulated by the Clear Demonstration of Senfe and Argumen:,where
the



the Subject will admit of it, and by the moft Probable Proofs what* ir wli '

not. When the Under (landing Certainly perceives the Truth of" Things,

it enjoys an Infallible Knowledge, and leaves no Room for Doubt, or Pre-

judice. But the Compafs of this is fo Narrow and Confm'd, that It fines

only to Upbraid our Ignorance, and to Mortify our Pride and Ambition

in this Dubious and Gloomy State here below. A Confederation One wou'd

think Sufficient in it Self to make Mankind Cautious in Entertaining Opi-

nions, and Solicitous in Eftabhfhing their Truth, to Keep rhcir Minds,

Single, Free, and Untainted, Ready to Receive Conviction, and not fo

Pertinacious as to Refufe all hirthcr Information,and Like the Deaf Adder,

to flop their Ears to the Voice of the Charmer, Charm He never jb Wi\ely.

If Men Judge betbic They have Throughly Examm'd the Force of Thole

Arguments, that fhou'd Determine their Laji Thoughts, it muft be Owing
ro Fortune, that they Stumble upon Truth, and find by Accident what

They Grope after irj the Dark. They Shoot at Random, and 'tis a Miracle

if They Hit the Mark, a' which They never Took Aim. This is the Prime

Source of Error in the World, Men in Defence of their own Opinion?,

Declare War againft all Oppofers : When They have once Prononnc d
their Sentiments, They are Refolv'd to Maintain them, and Delude Them-
fjlvesinto the Belief of their own Judgments, for no other Reafon, buc

becanfe They never Thought Othcrwife. Which indeed is to Prcfume

that They Judg'd Right, becaufe They neverjudg'd asThey Ought. For

then are We only properly faid to "judge, when Wc have Travers'd o'er

the whole Extent of our Subject, and have nicely Compar'd the different

Habitudes It bears, with Refpeft ro it Self, and Other Beings, when We
have Weigh'd every Doubt, and Difficulty in the Ballance of Reafon,when
the Mind has Gradually Run through, and Unravell d the Intricate Chain
of Thoughts, and Confequences belonging ro It, till at laft upon a Com-
pleat Survey, It Collects, Diftinguifhes, and Adheres to the Truth ic

mult Reft upon, and Confide in. But how Few are there, whofe Bufinefs

and Leifurc will admit of fuch a Dilatory Search, thus Accurately to Sifc

and Explore every Particular, that can Let in Light upon an Obfcure and •

Ambiguous Queftion ? And how few Things are there, that will allow
fuch a Thorough Difquifition, fuch a Full, and Adequate Difcovery ?

Bur are We therefore to Throw up, and Abandon our S.tve', to Seep*

ticifm and Infidelity ? And for fear of Incurring the Guilt of Prejudice^

and the Difficulty of Avoiding it, Believe Nothing, bu: what we are to
Expect a Sc entifical Certainty of ? Muft We Trim, and Waver, and
Change our Judgments, as often as We meet with a Knotty Objection that
Perplexes Us ? Doubt lefs That is as Little a Proof cf a Man's Courage, as
bis Reafon, of his Honefty, as Religion, and as much Repi caches his Undciv.
ftandniic,as his Manncis. And on the Other Hand,muft We Blind.'y Relblve
B> be Ignorant, and bccqme fuch Perygrje Biguts, as to Stick :<> ths Firft
Crude, unci Indigcfted Notions, that Anfe from the Fumes of Lull, or
the H its of a Dirturb'd and H'himfial Brain ? Certainly the Da^.,e'r is

.cic 0:1 Both $:devnd there muft be fome c afc and Middle: Way
A 3 bst'i'ixt
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betwixt thtTe Extrearm. When a Man has with all doe Care, Integrity,

and Circumfpe&ion fairly difcufs'd his Opinion, and the Teftimony on all

Sides has been Calmly and Impartially Debated, He may with a Moral

Afanmee, give in the Verdift of his own Judgment, which He is Oblig'd

to Stand to, and Defend, both in Justice and Honor, till better Evidence

Appears, and Convinces Him to be in a Miftike. But to AfTert his No-
tions Right or Wrong, to Shut hi3 Eyes againft the Light, Contumaciou-
sly to Withfhnd all Pcrfwafion, and r© Bid Defiance to Reafon, is to be

Wilfully and Obftinately Prejudic ' d.

In a Word, as He who A&s wirh this Ingenuous Fidelity, may Ratiog
nally and Laudably Affentto thofe Proportions, againft which He at pre-

fentfees no fufneient Objeclion : So He who is pofiefs'd with that Obdu-
rare Selffufficieney, as to Imagine bis own Maxims Inconreftable, and a-

hove the Reach of all Contradiction, muft ncceflarily be Deluded into Fal-

fhood and Error, and Involv'd in that Prejudice Condtmn'd in the Text.
Thus far Prejudice has been Co.nhVd only to Matters of Speculation,

and is to be Considered as a Kind of Intellectual Sin, and as an Error in

"judgment; but when it comes to Breakout, and Exemplify it felf in A-
c~tion, then ir Commences Partiality, which is an Error in Conscience,

and a Vifibla and Practical Inftance of it. But I come, in the Second
Place, to Account for all thofe kcret Caufes and Methods whereby We
are Betray 'd into the Errors oi Prejudice.

I I. And truly Whoever fearches this Vice to the Bottom, and traces

it up to its Original, will find it a very early Principle, deeply Rooted in

our Corrupted Nature ; fpringing from the Fundamental Stamina of our
Constitution, growing up, fpreading, and incorporating it felf, with the

Vital Frame an EiTence of our Being. To this Fatal Bent, and Devious
Irregularity, that Human Nature recciv'd in the Forfeiture of its Pr.mi-

gemal Innocence, is to he Attributed This np£>7W YivStC, as the

Ancients Styl'd it, This Hereditary Fa! (hood. To which is imputed that

almoft irrefifiible Sway, that Our Headftrong, and Tyrannical Will, U-
fiirpj over our Imporcnc Reafon, leading it Cap-ive, and Suborning it to

the moft Reproachful Compliances. However This may be Ridicul'd.by

Profane and Senfelefs Arheifts-, as Cant and Hypothefis in Divinity, who
are indeed the Greare:l ansi mod Scandalous Examples of its Truth : It

cannot be Derey'd, but that the Stare Wr

e are now in (and fuch a State

ntdft be a Fame Tranfcript of the Beautiful Image of GOD, wherein We
were Created) that not onely the Difpofition, Temper, and Habit of the
SouJ, but oirentimes the very Power of its Reafonmg.the Formation of its

Idea s, and Judgment, do very much Depend upon the Contexture of the
Organs of the Body, and Cooperate, and in a manner Sympathize with
>rs Prevailing Humours. There is a fort ofjudgment as Peculiar to every
Man, as the Turn of is Face, which proves to be, and may be call'd a
Complexional Prejudice

; Prefidmg varioufly in all Men, according to the
feveral Dirferenr Proportions, and Mixtures of the Elements in Their

ConfljtutioD
j 2 Corporeal kind of Energy, or Superior Inclination, to

which
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.which the Mind is very much fubject, and from whence it Forms its Sin-

gular Affections, and takes all the Colours and Figure! of its Paffions. Tbia

is what the Natttralifis have ftyl'd the 'l^tOffVya^/cAoi, the Main Go-

verning Ingredient in the Compofkion of Nature, which Runs through,

and Mingles with its whole Mafs, gives a Tincture to all His Actions and

Conceptions.Denominates the Dijlingutfking Geniu),zx\& by Difcriminating

one Man from another, feems to be a Principle of Individuation. Thefc

are as the Philofipher calls 'em , ZinAlTJ ' Af^Gocw outTX Connate In-

firmities, that are Born and Bred in Our Blood, and that produce Our
Darling Vices, which, as the Apolilc fays, fo Eeafily bejet Us, and Im-

perceptibly Slide and Infinuate themfclves into our Practice. Thefe Inte-

fiine Temptations inceflantly Attend upon the Mind, by which it is War^ 'd

and Seduc'd, not without Proclivity and Satisfaction. They are the Center

in which all our Paffions Terminate andjoyn, tho' never fo much Repug-

nant to Each Other.

This will appear very Manifeft, if We turn the Mind inward upon it

felf, to view all its fecret Workings, and Trace its Invifible Labours, in

its Dark Cell, by the Springs that Actuate it. Th:s Wc fhall find the

Grand Majler-Wheel, thit Communicates Motion, and L:fe, to the while

Machine. Where a Man's Nature is wrought up with Impetuoliry and Fire,

the Spirit will Exert it felf in Boldncfs and Ambition, in Rage and Rafli

nefs, in Turbulency and Chokr. This will make all His Counfels Sanguine

and Precipitate, His Actions Unadvis'd and Unltcddy. What ever Strikes

the Imagination thus tn a Heat, makes a itrong, tho' not always a lad-

ing Imprefllon, and Hurries the Man away into Inordinate tranfports.

This Constitution, if not fubducd by the AtTiltances, of Wifdom and Giace,

will neither let Us Reafon cooly, Judge fed^tely, or Act confidently. It

Drives and Ovcr-powers Our Falculries, raifes a kind of Hurricane in the

Soul, and fo Ruffles and Difcompofes its Serenity, that it is no more ca-

pable of Difcerning Truth, than a Troubl'd Sea of reflecting a Perfect

Image. This Violent Temper has generally the Misfortune to be attended

with Pride and Conceit, Vanity and Self Love, Vices that Darken the

Inward- Man, and Infatuate and Bcfot his Undemanding, and leave Him.

utterly incapable of Conviction For They make Him in Love with His

Own Errors, Doat upon His Follies, and Admire His Deformities. They

expofe Him to the moft Ridiculous Abfurdities, to Jurtify and Adore His

Own Crimes, and to Vilify and Depretiate Other's Merit and Venue. Up-

on which account He Scorns Others, and is Himfelf Defpis'd ;
while He

Rails at Them He is no lefs Rtproach'd, and is Deteftcd by that World

which He Prefumes to Abhor. Such Men arc always carried on with 3

Bitter and Furious Zeal ; Fly into Extreams, Love, or Hate in Excels,

and View every Thing throug a Wrong Glafs, either Magnifv'd, or Di-

minish 'd too much, by Prejudice and Partiality. They are Impatient of

Contradiction, Implacable in their Refentments, Boundicfs in their Hop^s,

Fierce in their Profecutions, Uneafy under Delays, Exalted with Saccels,

and Dejected with Difappointroent. Like the Poor Dtmoniack in the

A. 4 Gofprl,



(8 )
Gofpel, They artfametimes eafi into Fire, andjometitnts into the Water,

and never ar Peace, or Tranquility with Themfelves.

Thus does Prejudice flow from a Tumultuous and Inflam'd Imagination,

which never tails to make either an Jtheift, Bigot, or Enthufiaji
i and

'tis difficult to Judge, which is the Word Madnefs, to Believe Any thing

\

ar to Believe Nothing : For Either of em perfectly Un-Man us, Dethrone

our Reafon, and fubjedl it to all the wild Extravagances, and impious

Suggestions of a Sophiftical Fancy, and unbridl'd Appetite. The Cer-
rainry of Senle, and Autority of Divine Revelation, and all the Common
Methods of Natural Knowledge, mud be equally Thrown up and Difcard-

ed in this Cafe, where Men pretend to fuch a New Infallible Illumination,

as muft Superfed all Previous Inflru£tions,either from GOD, or Nature,

Such Perfwafionsas thefe, when they once come to be fettl'd in the Mind,

Magifterially Infult over it, Baffle and Bear down its Faculties, and De-

mand its Affent and fervile Compliance. Like Evil Spirits Blended with

their Natures, they Animate 'em with ftrong Impulfes and Delu/ions,

break through all the Reflraint of Refle&ion, and carry Men, like the

Swine in the Gofpel, Headlong into Perdition.

Again, Where Envy, Jealoufy, or Revenge get the Upper-Hand in 4
Man's Temper as they are Aclive, Buify and Prying Paffions, and indefa-

tigably Working in Secret, and always keep the Soul Awake, flanding up-

on us Guard, and ready to give, or war a Blow, fo they prepare and qua-

lify ir, ro Wreft and Mif interpret the Reports it receives j and by calling

a Falfe Medium before its View, play upon ic with all the Million of de-

ceitful Colour and Appearance. They make it like a Sick Stomach,cither

rtfufe the wholfome Diet when 'tis ofler'd, or convert what it fwallows

into Poylon, and the Corruption of a Difeafc.

Where Phlegm and Melancholly make the Blood Stagnate, they Stupi-

fy the Soul, ftrikc a Chill and Damp upon the Confaence, and render all

its Conceptions Gloomy, Spleenarick and Sour. Men of this auftere and

ful'en Temper, Contemplate norhing in the Divine Nature, or Law,, but

their Juftice and Rigor
;

Reprefcnt GOD as an Hard and Inexorable Ma-
fl.r, Trampling upon his Vaflals, and Loading them with unieafonable

Chains, and Impositions, taking up what He laid not down, and Reap-

ing what He did not Sow, and making the Work of His Own Hands, the

Reprobated Veffcls of Eternal Wrath, and Vengeance, for Invincible Ig-

norance, and Neceffary Infirmities. This is a fad Prelude to Defpair, which

GOD ptrmi's fome Self Tormenting and Defponding Men to Fall into,

dnd is the molt powerful Efficacy of Devihfc lmpolture, which can per-

fttrade Menttp Invent, and Believe fuch Monflrous and Abfurd Tenets, lb

Derogatory from the InilinteGoodnefs and Mercy of G O D, arid (butter'

f Repugnant to his Glory and Honour. With thefe Men, a Timerous Di

itrufl, a fearful looking for of Judgme?it, and a Superflitious Horror.

Ufui p the place of Reafon, and the Sacred and Inviolable Name of Con-
fidence. Their Charity is made up of Spiritual Pride* Pcevifhnefs and

ioufiieft, Tbey Treat their Brethren in their Devotions with Black-

ring
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ning Contumelies, and Dire Execrations, and even GOD Himfclr wi:h

Amazing Impudence an B'afphemy.

It is Mamfeft, in all thefe Cafes, that the Operations of the Sen(i:ive

Soul are Miftaken for Thofe of the Rational, and the Acls of the Wilt, for

thofe of the Underflanding ; that a ltrong Pcrlwafion, and Inveterate

Stubbornefs, impofes upon Men for Evidence and Illumination ; and Fancy

and Inclination, for Demonltration and Science. Thefe are the Internal

Grounds of Prejudice, and which are laid as the Bafts of all Falfe Notions,

and Chimerical Speculations
5
and prepare the way for thu Erroneous

Condu&of our Moral Practice, which isufually Guided by them. Which

I come now more Diftin&ly to Confider. under Thefe Following Heads
;

to which all that Variety of Prejudice that Reigns in the World may be

Reduc'd, as it Arifes from One, or More of Thefe Caufes. Namely from,

i. Education and Cuflom. 2. Ignorance and Affectation. 3. Conver-

sion and Co?npany. 4. Authority and Example. $. Intcrefi and Party.

6. A Vicioui and Debauch'd Life.

I. And Firft as to thofe Prejudices that are Deriv'd from Education

and Cuftotn, The Full Impreflions that are made upon rhe Mind in the

Tender State of Infancy, Itnke fo Strongly upon it, and link fo Deeply

into it, that Nothing can, without much Force and Violence, Erafe tb,o|*e

Durable Characters. Le thefe Senff.ive Rudiments be never fo Wrong

and Abfurd, They will, if not timely Corrected, carry a Commanding

Influence over all the Opinions and Conduit of Our Future Life
;
give a

Taint to every Thought and Action, and make 'em either Hand Approv'd,

or Condemn'd, as the fall in with, or Impugn thefe Elementary Draught*

of Our Knowledge : Which arc often, fho' Falfly Appeal'd to by Stufuai

Men, as the Great Teft of Reafon, the Standard of Truth andFalfhood.

and as the Lively Oracles of G O D and Nature, Cet up in our Breads, for

the Lart and Infallible Determination ot all Doubtful Controverfies. This

many Epicures look upon as the Immutable Rule of their Faith and Af-

fent, and will Credit Nothing elfe, tho' Recommended wich the Higheft

Evidence of Revelation. Reafon here Lofcs is Force, and Argument Re-

coils without Entrance. For when thefe Original Prejudices, begun by

theSenfes, and Improv'd by Villainous Induction, have Crept into the

unguarded Understanding, by Long Familiarity They Contrail a Fiick,-

ihip with it, till ar lalt They Cleave to , and are almoft Infcparably Uni-

ted wirh it. Thus, when a Man has through a Falfe Education, been long

Train'dup in, and Devotid to any Opinion, and it is become Habitual to

Him, it pafles into a Second- Nature, which as 'twere extinguilhts the

Firft, by Superinducing a fort of Nccefiity of Afting according to its Mo-

tions. For tho' the Understanding may be fometime9 Reluctant, yet when

the Will is fo Prcpar'd by Cufom, as to become Inflexible, the Other Fa-

culties of the Soul are Retlgn'd ro an Undifputed and Implicit Obedience

Thus Men Live and Believe as They are Taught, and owe their Rel1g10.1t

to the Tenets imbib'd in their Early Years, and to the different Way and

Fafhion of their Country. They Grow like Plants a,s Thev art ftt, Par
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take of rhe Soil they Rife out of, and bring forth Fruit according to their

Radical Moijlure, and fcarce ever wear out the Principles They were firfi

fcafon'd with. Certainly there cannot be a Greater Proof of the Infuper-

able Dominion, as well as ftrange Abfurdity of thefe Infant. Prejudices^

than that Irrefragable and Blind Zeal, wherewith Men of all Different Per-

flations, and Religions in the World, as inconliftent with each Other, as

GOD is with FaHhood, Tenacioufly Adhere to the moft Irreconcileable

Contradictions ; and yet every One thinking Himfelf in the Right, and his

Adverfary in the Wrong ; at it there was no fuch Thing as Real Truth,

or Rcafon in Nature. So deeply Rooted is the Prejudice of Education, fo

Defpotick and Unqucftionable the Authority of CuJIom, that it fhall com-

pel Men to f-vallow Traditional Nonfence and Lyes, tho' never fo Grofil

and Impious ; and make 'em afterwards as Impudent in Defending them,

as They were at firft Sottifh in Embracing them.

2. But, Secondly, as Prejudice is the Effeft of Education and Cufiom,

(6 is it alfo of Ignorance and Affectation. The various Conditions and

Stages or Men's Lives, join'd with the Obliquity of their Will, and want

of a folid Regard to their True Inrereit and Eternal Welfare, Betray 'em

into Ignorance ; from whence, according to their particular Circumftances,

Peculiar Prejudices Row. And a Ridiculous Affetlation of an Imaginary

Fame, leads Others into a Petulant and Heretical Singularity ; which, as

*tis the Source of Unaccountable Prejudices, fo thofe Prejudices produce

as Wild and Incomprchcniible Errors.

Thofe whom Providence has plac'd in a Lower Sphere in the World,

whjfe chief Solicitude is to Provide for the Hard Exigencies of a Miferable

Life, muft have their Minds as Humble and Narrow as their Fortunes
;

and owe the little Improvement of Both to the Condefcenfion of their Su-

periors, and confequcntly Think and Ad as they are Directed at Sccond-

Hand.
Others, that are Engag'd in a Tumult and Hurry of Bofinefs, fcarce give

Therafelves Leifure to Retire into their Thoughts ; to State their Inward

Accounts, Settle the One Thing Neceffary, and Sound the Truth and Cer-

tainty of their Principles. Their Minds are fo Full with rheSubftantialand

Engaging Concerns of th'S Life, that they find litrle Room for thofe of

the Next. If their Affairs Increafe Here, they trouble not themfelves with

rhe Expiations of Hereafter. Wealth, Honor, and Eftates arc their Aim
;

they Defpife Contemplation and Knowledge, as Pedantry and Amufement,

fit only for the Converfation ot Scholars.and the Idle Speculation of Book-

ifh and Melancholly Men. Money is no to be Got by Syil9gifm,ind an Ar-

gument is Worth nothing, that will not ferve to Promote Trade. // thefe

Men have Any Opinions, they mnft take them upon Truft, without Exa-

mining their Credentials, and confequently Live and Dye in one continued

Circle of Prejudice and Miffake.

Others, who Enjoy all the Noble Advantages of a Learned Education,

and want neither Time. Friends, nor Abilities, to furnifh 'era out for a

ftrr&aod impartial Search after T.uth, are either Carry'd »ff by Diverfion,

OT
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or P leafure ; or Induftrioufly Avoid fuch a Disagreeable Scrutiny,1s would

Let 'em into a True Knowledge of rhemfelves, and fiil 'en with ajuftShame

and Remorfe, on the Odious View of the Folly and Iniquity of their De-

figns ; and the Extravagant Wade and Abufe of thofe Excellent Gifrsand

Endowments, GOD and Nature had Enrich'd cm with, for the Service

andHonor.the Defence and Ornament of their Country and Religion. How
Great Pity is it, that thefe Men will Form no Other Judgments, but fiich

as are Suitable to their Libertine Courfe of Life, which mates 'em feefc

after Arguments to Defend, infteadof Correcting it ! They are contented

with a Lazy and Supine Ignorance, to Know and Believe juft what is in

Fathion, and to Sub/cribt the Articles of Other's Faith with an Implicit

Confent.

On the Other Hand, even Learning it Self, if not Regulated by Piety,

Humility, and the True Fear ofGOD, may not be without irs Prejudices

and Errors, into which fome Vain-glorious Men, Thirfty of a Name, are

Unfortunately Mif-led, to its Great Difhonour. Hence fome, i hat arc

wholly Govern'd by Singularity and Novelty, Affed what is Abnormom and

Surprizing, they endeavour to Think out of the Way, and to (hew the;r

Wit in maintaining Paradoxes, fcorn to go in the Common Road and Bea-en

Track with the Reft of Mankind. Thcfe Patrons of Conjecture and Hypo-

thecs, are fo Enamour'd with their Own Ncw-fangl'd Conceptions, that

They will Renounce their Religion, if it does not fquare with their Opi-

nions, and fooner Quit the Gojpel than their Syjlems. They will lmpiou-

fly Dare to Piefcribe Rules ro Providence, and Conltrain G O D to Work
in their Own Ways and Methods ; and Prefumpruoufly fet Bounds to the

Infinite Power and Wifdom of the Almighty, and fay, Hither to fraltthoit

Go, and no further. Tho' They are never fo fully Confuted, they will

never be Convinc'd j They are Wedded to their Empty Curiohty, Embrace

a Treacherous Fallacy, and Hold faft a Deftruclive Lye. What a vaft Di-

fcredit and Mifchief this has brought upon Learning and Religion, and how
much it has Tended to Undermine and Subvert the Truth and Authority

of the Holy Scriptures, by Solving the Great Miracle of the Divine Crea-

tion by the Novel Shemes, and Senfelcfs Theories, of Humane Invention,

and Philofophy falfy fo caU'd : and by Impioufiy Fathoming the Profound,

and Myfterious Do&rines of Chriftianity, by the fhort Line of (hallow

Reafon
;
We have felt by fo fad an Experience of late, as one wou'd think

fhou'd be fufficient to Awaken the Legiflatnre, toPunifri and Prevent fuch

Barefac'd and Prefumptuous Impiety, and to Blaft the Impudent Endea-

vours ot thefe Arrogant and Self conceited Opiniarors.

3. Thirdly, Another Caufe of Prejudice is Conversion and Company.

I fhall not trouble this Venerable Ajfembly with a Naufcous Decail of the

Common Methods us'd to Debauch Men's Lives in Private Converfation.

but fhall rather chufe to Touch upon fome more Notorious and Publick.

Inftances, to the Scandal of the Prefent Age, of Men that malte it their

Employment to Corrupt Youth in their Principles, whereby They are En-

-oiirag'd and Confirm'd in their Profligate Prejudice again A the Ejlabti/b'd

Church
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Church and Government. If a Young Gentleman does not Correct, He may
at leaft Divert, the £*//£ Notions He has imprefs'd upon His Mind, whilll

they lie Dormant in his Own Breaft. But when He is drawn in, by thefe

Modem Achitophels, into an Afibciation of Sin, where their Bufinefs is to

Improve His, and to Propagathe their Own Sedition Opinions, Appro-

bation will give New Life and Force to His Errors, and by Degrees Culti-

vate their Grorvth into a deliberate and fettPd Maturity. Shame may at

flrft lay a Check and Reftraint upon his Vicious Propenfitics, which Con-

verfation and Number by Degrees LefTen, and at length Exringutfh. Tis

almoft Impoflible for Innocence to Breathe Untainted in an Injections Air,

or to preferve it felf Chaft and Undefil'd amidil the Infinuations.and Wiles

of Subtle and Deftgning Men
; who by Mrf-reprefenting Truth and Reli-

gion, under an Odious and Ridiculous Drels, by Scouting and Scuffing Ver-

tue out of Countenance, by Impudent Harangues and Panegyricks upon

Lewduefs and Profanefs, Set-offand Recommended with the falfe Embel-

lifhments of Wit and Rhytorick, Addrefs, and Complaifance, Pretended

Counfel and Friendffcip, Inlrill all Loofe and Curfed Tenets into Unliable

and Unwary Minds ; and Inject the Principles of Phanatifm, Deijm, and

Athcifm, and Sow the Seeds of Damnation, in a Corrupt and Perverted

Judgment. Wuh what Fatal Succtfs Thefe Cabals, for Propagating Sin,

and Societies for Debauching, inftead of Reforming Manners, have Planted

Themk-lvcs up and down in the Kingdom ^ with what IndunVy and Dili-

gent Application Thefe Apoflles of Darknefs, and Emiffaries of the Devil,

havePurfu'd their HeUifh Canfe, is too Lamentably apparent, both from

that Open Profjfion chey have Dar'd to make of their Licentious and Into-

lerable Herejies •, nay Approbation and Countenance they have recciv'd

from fome Great Men, as well as the Poyfnous and Heterodox Opinions,

and Lewd Lives of their Patrons and Advocates. A Crime, which as it

furmounrs all Sharpncfs and Severiry of Expreifion to Defcribe, requires

the urmolr. ofSharpncfs and Severity to punifli it ! For 'tis of fuch a Black

and Flagrant Nature, of fuch Pernicious and Deferrable Confequence, both

to Church and State, Religion and Gover?imcnr, that 'tis a Difgrace to

Both, it Iheu'd Efcape without Condign Vengeance in a Chnfiian Domi-

nion, which by Impunity may pull that Dreadful Vengeance down on its

own Head, which is due to thofe hifolent Malefactors, But to leave this

Grating Reflection and proceed. Where Innocence is thus got into the Ene-

my's Quarter, it muft Surrander it fclf, or Expect to Find none. Which

iuggelis,

4. The Fourth Caufe of Prejudice, Namely Authority and Example.

Thefe are as 'twere Palpable Arguments which Appeal to the Senfes, They

come Vouch'd with Perfonal and Viable Evidence, Convince by Matter

c>f Fact, and fcem not to leave t4ie Judgment in the Snjpence of Election.

No Wonder therefore, That the Underflandiug Ihou'd Credit the Eye-

fighr, and not Dilhuit the Reports of benfe. so Powerful is the Cheat

aftd Prijudiie of Authority) it can fcarce ieave Room for Speculation, bur.

es the Sop,,. 1 hi° txantfltt it Ai-

ledgei
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ledges of theft Practice. But how Ridiculous and Inverted a Way of Rea-

foning is this, to Prove the Truth and Morality of any Man's Actions, by

his Pretended Principles ? Whereas We ought to Judge quite Contrary,

and Pruv, th'- Truth and Morality of his Real Principles, by his Apparent

and Exprefs Actions. Yet however Abfurd and Irrational this Maxim is,

it has Mif led more Men into Guilr, Error, and Prejudice, than an) Falla-

cy befides, that puis upon Our Judgment. How Few are there in the

World that know how to Difiivguifh betwixt Men's Hotiefly, and their

Characters ? Not the Vulgar only are Miftaken, with Outfidc Pomp and
Figure, with the Appearances of Wealth and Grandeur, which like Falfe

Beau tit?, Giitter at a Diftancc : but even thofe ofmore Coiiliderable Ca-
pacities, through ah Over-candid Judgment, or 2. Latitudlnarian Chari-

ty, think it impoflible, for Men of Parts and Learning, of Eftablifli'd Fame,
Eminency and Power, to Aposlatize from Truth, or Efpoufc any Falfe

Opinions, or Doctrines. They think it as much want ot Senfe, as Good
Ereedtng, to QuelHon their Authority, which flands Confirm'd by the Ve-
nerable Seal of Dignity and Antiquity, and has been Continu'd down to

them as an undifputed Title, which they have held PoMeiTion of through

Age and Tradition. Thui Men Deceive themfelves with Injlances inftead

of Reafins, take their Creed by Proxy, as 'tis Dictated by their Miflaken

Parents, Magisterial Tutors, or Ecclefafiick Directors; and Stake their

Faith upon the Suppos'd Probity and Capacity, theNumber and Integrity

of their Leaders and Authors. As if Truth was to carry it by the Polly

and Religion was to be Decided by the Majority of Voices. To be Born
down the Stream, and blindly follow the Prescriptions of Others, isalmoil

the Inevitable Road to doing III. For the Mulritudeare generally Decefv'd,

and there's fuch an Univerlal Corruption in Morality, and Men~s Vices Iv

fo Intermixt with their Virtues, and fo hardly to be diitinguifh'd, that

Precedents arc fcarceever to be Trufted, unlefs in Cafes of Demonstrative
Virtue and Equity, and fometimesin Matters of Indifference, Decency, or

Fafhion. Befidf s, there was fcarce ever any Opinion Broach 'd in the World,
tho' proceeding from never fo Craz'd a Brain, but has found fome Men,
either Fools, or Knaves, enoug to Efpoufe it. Mankind Wajk like Beafls

in a Track, no Error ever wanted its ProfcfTbr, no Profeffor his Difciplesj

for One Bad Example (hall have Ten Thoufand more Sordid Imitators,

than a Hundred Good Ones : Efpecially if it proves.

5. Fifthly, To fall in with their Interejignd Party, which carry an O-
'verbearing Prejudice with it. When once Men have Lsfled themfelves into

a "Party, they never confider the Merit of the Caufi, but at all Adventures
follow their Ring-leaders -

y
Stick to their Colours, and Obey the Word of

Command, let it be to the Right or Left, The Management of Parties

being like that of Making War
y
wherein there is always a Falfe Reafon

given out, tojuftify the Proceeding -

y
bnt the True Caufe and Reafon <$£

State Supprcfs'd and Conceal'd. The Treacherous Hook muft be Cover'd
with a Specious Bait, and the Deadly PzY/muft be Artificially Gilt, before

they can be Sw dlow'd, or do Execution., Hence thefe Skilful Incendiaries

is
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in Government, to make their Ungodly Stratagems and Revolutions pafg

upon Mankind, have Amus'd them with the Kingdom ofChrifi, and the

True Wor(l>ip of God, the Defence ofhit Saints, and the Extirpation of
his Enemies, the Vindication of Liberty and Property, the Abolishment of
Herefy^Superftition and Epifcopy, the Publick Good and Salvation ofSouls,

which are the Glittering Pretences, and Godly Trepans, wi:h which Crafty

Politicians , and Defigning Knaves , Cajole and Delude the Credulous

World, and SanBify the rnoft Abominable and Execrable Villainies.

Whereas, God knows ! There's Nothing meant by all this Holy Jargon,

and Scriptural Shtm, but to Caft a Mift upon Men's Brains, to Lead them
Blindfold into the Devil's Snare, to Prevent their Repentance, and to

Damn them with more Security. To Play upon their Faith with all the

Pharifaical Artifice and Legerdemain of Works, and to Difguife and Cos-

fecrate Avarice and OppreJJion, Ambition and Jnjuftice, Murder and Re-

bellion, and even Regicide and Sacriledge, under the Venerable and Sacred

Name of Conjcience. This is the DifHnguifhing Dialect and Shibboleth of
FaBion and Sedition ; and truly 'tis an Amazing Confederation, what
ftrange Power and Influence this Enthujiaftick Cant has had in all the

Civil-Wars and Difturbances cf Europe, and Particularly in Our Own
Kingdom ; wherein , like a kind of Witchcraft, ( to the Infernal En-
chantments whereof the Holy-Ghofthas thought fit to Compare thofe of
Rebellion ) it Animated a Body of People into a Religious Phrenzy, to AQt
the mod Aftonilhing Impieties : For God's Sake to Pull down his Church,

Murder his Anointed, and to Lay a whole Nation in Blood and Ruin.

And fuch is the Malignant Virulence, and Implacable Rancor of Phana-
ticijm, which is Nothing elfe, but a mod full and Comprehenfive Combi-
nation of all Wayward and Diabolical Prejudice! inOne, that We can e-

rer be Secure from its Reftlejs and Embroiling Defigns : If the Fruitful

Monfter is Lopt in One Parr, it Sprouts up in Another ; and like the Evil
Spirit, which PofTefTes it, can Appear in all Different Forms, to A& its

Iilufions upon Mankind. For if We were to Confider its Progrefs, in all

that Series of Rebellions, from its Odious, and Never-to-beforgttten JEra

of Tranfcendent Villainy, in the Year Forty One, We (hall find the fame

Jefuit'tcal Principles, like a Plotter in Mafauerade, only Changing the

Name, but carrying on the fame Machinations and Wicked Practices in

Church and State, to the Subverfion of our Conftitution in Both, down to

this Prefent Day. An Argument One wou'dhave Wifih'd had been thought

Sufficient, to have Indue'd our Wife Legiflature, to put them Both out of
the Power offuch Double- Dealing Praclical Atheifls, whofcG/»/» is their

Godlinefe, whole Proft is their Religion, and whofe lntereft is both their

Go^and Confcience ! Who can Betray, and Sell their Saviour for Money
j

and make the Blejfed Body and Blood of his Sacrament the Seal and San-

tfuary of the Wor/t of Iniquity ! Men that have the Confidence to Own
the stated Principle of their Communion,zad Open and AvosodHypocrify \

A Principle that ought to Qualify ics Prefojfon for a Goal, inftead of a

Church -

t
Bring them to the Scaffold, infiead of the Altar $ or Advance

ihem



chem to Haman\ Pnnifhments, inftead of his Perfermcnt: ! It is, to fay

no more of it, fuch a Prodigiont Aft of the moft Audacious Villainy„ that

it feems and Equal Wonder, that ever That, againft which our Saviour

Denounc'd fo many Woes, (hou'ed want an Humane Law to Reftrain ir,

and that We (hou'd be the Only Chriflian Nation in the WorJd without

it : Or, that the Church and Kingdom (hou'd be Denyd that Law, which

can be the Alone Support and Defence againft the Ruin and Subvcriion of
Both, from Thefe their Sworn, and for Ever Irreconcileable Enemies. Rut

if thefe Pious Hypocrites muft not meet with their Recompence in Thu
World, they may reft Aflur'd, they wil not Fail of it in the Next

i where

they will find, to their Eternal Sorrow, without a Long, Habitual and Se-

vere Repentance Here, that Cod is not to be Mock'd, that what they have

Sown in Diffimulation, they (hall Reap in Sad Earneji ; and that what
is Begun in Seeming Devotion Here, will End in Rial Damnation There,

But what is there that the Infatuation of Prejudice, Interest, and Party,

will not Perfwade Men to Do ? If it can Prevail even upon Thofe.who Prt-

tend to Support Our Church and Government, in Spight of Their Oaths

and Obligations, to Betray them j and Partially to give Up Both in favour

ot Thofe Men, who have Plotted their Defttudionever fince they began

firft to Rend it with their Unnatural Schifm ; who Deny and Confound
Our Holy Orders, Renounce Our Sacraments, Defy Our Difiiplme, Ridi-

cule Our Articles, ScofFat Our Priefls ; and was their Power Equal to their

Malice, wou'd Down with 'em All even to the Ground, and Annihilate the

very Name and Being of Our Church ! And are Thefe then the Perfons to

be Carefs'd ? Are thefe the Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing, that are to be

Invited and Complemented, even by Our Superior Pajlors, into Chriffi

Fold, to Worry and Devour it ? Thefe are Strange Politicks ! And whethre

they Savour not ot the Refin'd Spirit of Rome, or Geneva, let any Has
Judge; when they Wifely teach Us,to Court Our moft Inveterate Foes, and
to Abufe and Sacrifice Our Beft and moft Faithful Friends ! To carry on
the BleffedWorkoi'OccaJional Conformity, to Prevaricate and Halt be-

twixt the Church and Conventicle ; and be Afhamd, or Afraid to Own
Our True Principles I upon what bottom muft the Church ftand, when
Thefe are the Conditions and Terms of Our Communion ! Will nothing

but Irapoflibilities fatisfy their Unreafonable Demands ; to Reconcile Light

and Darknefs, Unity Order and Anarchy, and ftrike up a League betwixt

Chrift and Belial ?

And yet This is thought fufficiently Palliated with a little Popular Cant

of Moderation and Comprehenfen, Chriflian Peace and Union, no Perje-

cution of Tender Confciences, and the mighty Fear9 of P O P E R Y, and
other fuch Bala and Falfe Infinuations againft the CH U R CH OF ENG-
L AN D ; as if Her Do£trines were to© High-frain d, and ought to have
their Rigor and Severity, Temper d and Qualify'd ; or, as if they Tended
to bring in That more than Egyptian Monfter of Idolatry and Supcrftition !

By the Falfe Pretences of Moderation thefe Defigning Men ferve themfelves

in. a Twofold Way, both upo© the Church, to Amute and Ca4 it into a

Dead
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Dexl Sleep, z\\& then like Dahhh, to let in the Philijlines Upon Sampfofi,

by Widening a Breach in Her Conftitution, firft to Weaken, and then to

Overthrew it : And on the Dtffenters, to Sooth and Encourage them in

their i ins,by Mitigating Their s and the Churche's Differences ; nay (which

is more Aftonifhing) even by Juftifying their Damnable Schifm. What

have Such Men to Do with Peace and Chriflian Union ? We may Learn

ihis even from a Jezabel, That Zimri fhou'd have no Peace who Slew hit

Matter ; and that we ought to Suffer for our Folly, if we are fo Weak, as

to Truji Thofe who never Fail'd of Betraying us when they were Trufted.

Compr ehenfion is To Nonfenfical and Wicked a Scheme of Religion, and will

Produce fuch a Deftructive Latitude in it, that inftead of Bringing the

Dtffenters in to the Church, it will carry the Church in to Dijfenters, into

which it is utterly lmpoilible they ever fhou'd come upon their Own Prin-

ciples. And as for Perjecution of Tender-Confciences, if the Church's AC-

ferring Her own Ltgal Rights and Privileges mult be Call'd fo, 1 Appeal

ro the Histories of Our Kingdom, and even Thofe Wntren by their Own
Party, Whether ever They gave the Church the Leaft Favour, or Quar-

ter, when they had Her under their Power. Or, whether the Barbarout

and Bloody Ufage of the Poor Epifcopal Church in Scotland, may be call'd

a Persecution, or a Treating it with Tenderness of Conscience
; and, whe-

ther That does not give us a Fair Warning, that This is only a Model of
the Reformation we niuft Expert from them Here. As for the Cry of

POPERY, it has been always the Trumpet to AM the Sedition and Re-

be^ion, that ever Infcfted this Nation : It is the Party- Word, to Exajbe-

r.ue and Frighten the Rabble with Groundlefs Jealoufies and Fears, againft

thar Eflablifp'd Church, which is the Only Bulwark, under GOD and
Providence, againft Popery in the World. Yet fuch is the Intoxicating

Influence of Faclion and Prejudice, it fhall make Men Believe Contradi-

ctions ; or, which is Worfe, Contraditl and A<fr againft their Belief. It

fhall make 'em the moll Slavifh and Abandon'd VafTals to their Jntereji

and Party, to Preferve and Promote which, they fhall Root out rhe very

Foundations and Principles of Truth and Honejly from their Natures, Can-
cel the Diftmettons oCGood and Evil, Hand Indifferent to Do Any Thing,
Say Any Thing, and in a Word, to Be Any Thing, but What they Shou'd

Be. Now as Thefe Prejudices argue a very Bafe and Dijkonesl Mind, fo

they mull very Often Refulr,

6. Sixthly from a Corruption of Manners, and a Profligate Life. A
Man may, without doubt, by many Long and Habitual Ads of Sin, as

rnueh Debauch his Soul, as his Body ; Bring as Fatal a Diflempsr on the

One, as rhe Other ; and as much Impair his Judgment, as Weaken his

Conftitution, For all Vice does Naturally Obfcurc and Pervert the Uo-
dcritanding, which is Willing to Comply with fuch Principles as will /*««

fttfie it's Actions. And when once Luft has Conquer'd the Conference, and
k lies Stupify'd andDrown'd in Senfuality.the Inward-Man grews Calkws,
Harden 'd againft Remorfe, Proof againft Advice, or Rebuke, and De-
ft r ted by the Good Spine of God, and given up to the Bondage of his

owi?



own Pafllons, and the Dominion of the Devil. This is that Wretched
and Deplorable State of Mind which the HolyGhoft Sets our by thofe
Strong and Fearful Metaphors, of a Brawny Heart, as an adamant harder
than Flint, a Confidence Sear'd with a Red hot Iron, V0U£ OL^OTU/Uux;

a Reprobate Mind, and hipy^ioc TrA.OCVWC, the Efficacious Power of Er-
ror, That Men fkould Believe a Lye, and Rejoice in Inquity, having the
Underft anding Darkn'd,bemg Alienatedfrom the Life of God, through the
Jgnotance that is in them, becaufe ofthe Blindnefs, or Hardnefs of their

Hearts, art pa
ft Feeling, having given Themfelves over to Lafcivioufnefs%

to wirk all Uncleannefs with Greedmef:. Ephef. 4. 18, Sec. Thus Vice
may Deftroy the Man long before his Dearh, Bury his Underftanding be-

fore hi9 Body, Eclipfe his Reafon, and Draw as it were an Egyptian Mid-
night upon his Soul. And when once the Underftanding is thus Suborrid

by the Will, no wonder that it becomes the Eccho of its Dictates and Com-
mands. Men may well be Suppos'd to Think according to their Settled

Practice, and their Lives and Principles to hold a Correfpondence.

Thus I haveTrac'd our Prejudices up to their molt Confiderable Cau-
fes, and have Shewn how they Derive their Original from the Deprava-

tion of our Corrupted Nature, and are Woven into the very Body of our
Constitution • that they Spring from the Diforder of the Imagination,and

the Irregular Motion of our Paflions ; that they are made up ef Pride,

Ambition, and Self-conceit ; Envy , Hatred , and Jealoufy
}

Rathnefs,

Turbulency, and Choler ; Spleen, Morofenefs, and EnthuGafm; Revenge,

Lull, and 111 Nature, Imprinted upon the Mind by a wrong Education

and Cuftome ; Grounded on Ignorance, Affectation, and Singularity Im-

prtv'd by the Tempting Incentives or 111 Converfation
$ Jujltfyd by Au-

thority and Example; Propagatedbj Intcreft and Party, and Eftabhfb'd

by Immorality and Debauchery. Such a Malignant Compofttton of the

mod Venemous Ingredients, as are enough to Raile a Plague among Man-
kind; and were not God fnflrtirely Merciful, Unpeople the World i Where-

in it bears fo Abfolote a Sway, that ic feems to be the General Informing

Principle which Actuates, Enlivens and Inclines all our Paflions, Appe-

tites, Deliberations, and Aftions.

This, I Prefume, I have in fome Meafure Prov'd : But will crave Leave

to Illuftrate it a little farther from the Laft Confederation : Namely, the

Mifchief that Prejudice produces,

I. Firft, in die Conduct of Human Life and Converfation.

ft. Secondly, in the Adminiftrarion of Jufice.

3. Thirdly, in the Corruption of Religion.

I. And Firitas to the 111 Confequenas ic h.supon the Conduct of Hu>

oian Lite and Converiation : Which will Appear a Double Way, Both

with Regard to Our Selves and Others, in chat it Hinders a Man from

ever Arriving at a juft Knowledge of Either ; and therefore, as He can

never be fufficientJy Hujubl'd for his Own Infirmities,, fo on the Other

Hand, He can never hive a True Value, or Efleem, for the Vircues ot

his Neighbour. For when Wc are PrepofTcfs'd with Odd Fantaftical No-

B tions,
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tions, We put a Cheat upon our Selves, and Impofe a Lye upon our own
Understandings ; and Induftrioufl/ Avoiding to Exaroinand Look into our

Inward Circum {lances, Hide our Weaknelfes, as rnuch from our own View,

as Others Difcovery. Hence We grow Wife in our own Conceits, and be-

come Pofitive, Peevifli, and AfTuming ; Uneafy, not only ro our Selves,

but to all thofe Wc Converfe with : For, having Extingaifh'd the Light

of our own Reafon, We endeavour to Put out the Eyes of our Brethren,

and Sawciiy Obtrude our Dogmltical Thoughts upon every Body 5 as if

We had the Commifllon to Broach New Schemes of Philosophy, and the

Prerogative of Prefer thing Faith to the World. This is fo wretchedly

Forlorn a Condition, that it renders Us Incapable of ever Reforming our

Errors; for We Expect tha fame Bale Flattery from Mankind, that We
give to our Selves ; and Pride fo Hardens Us againit all wholefome Ad-

vice, that We fconi to Receive it from our Friends, much kfs will We
Ctndefcend to Learn any thing from our Enemies ; and We had rather

uith Ahab Lofe our very Lives, than Liften to a Micaiah, Prophejying

Evil concerning Us ! Thu9 as Prejudice Cramps, aBd Streightens the Mmd,
and renders Us Short-lighted, and Ignorant of our Sdve», fo does it no

Jefs Obirruct Us, in Forming ajuft Senfe, and Effeem of Other Men's In*

tnnfick Worth, and Charsdters. For, let any One have an Averfitn to

his Neighbour, rho' never fo Groundlefs and Trifling, how will thisEclipfe

his Merit; and Prevent his Treating Him, not only with Candour, buc

even with Common Decency and Humanity ! How difficultly will Hebe
Bronghe to Allow any Perfection in Him ; and fnou'd He afterwards have

the Kappinefs of a nearer Accefs and Acquaintance, to (hew Him the Error

and folly of his Prejudice, How hardly will He be Conftrain'd to Forger,

and Wear it off ! And (as there's Nothing fo Aukward,and Contemptible,

as Pride redue'd toSchame]Sfe*ith what Haughty C$nfa (ion will hebeCora-
prild to Confefs Jt, tho' He is Inwardly nevtr fo much Convmc d of his

Miiuke! On thcCcnrrary, let a Man be but Prepofitfs'd in Favour of
Another, h,s Judgment itxnds B^fe'd, and Retain d, having hu Perfon in

admiration becaafe of'Advantage He Views every Ti.mg Magniiy'dio
his Reputation, and like a FondLovov, will Adore even Deformity; In-
juring Ivs very Friend wU a Fulfom Commendation of thofe Virtues he has
Not, and fo Awakening the Malice and Jealoufy of his Eite?nies to Pry into,

and Difcover the Rexl Faults he has ; which he is fore'd not only ro Blufh
for, but even to 'jnflzfy, and to Proiiitute his own Credit, in Vindication
of Another's. It may further be Oofervd, that according as any Man is

Engag'd in a Party, or Profejfion, or lies under fuch Pajrcular Circum-
ftar.ces in his Lire and Character, he IhallbeMoie, or Lefs Obnoxious to
the Infults of his Advcrfh-ics, or Kntitl'd to the Partial Favour of h»s
Friends. What is it elfc that Supprefles Learning and Virtue, and Raifc*
fome Men Unaccountably to Dignities aod Preferments, and Draws 'em up
like Fortunate Exhalations, ro blaze in the Firmament of the Church and
State, and oftentimes Porf^tLcDiivnrbanccand Downfal of Both ? Such
is :h; Spight, and Malice of Men of Different ImployracQt^; tj^c who any-

one
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One is by Fortune, or Provid^c, caft upon a Profeffort, he mnft not ex-

pect a Fair Treatment '"

.<i thofc of Another, cfpecialJy if Attended with

Honor and Grandeur. And whoever in the fame ProfclTion Anks to a

Diftingui/hing Excellence, muft permit all thofc Below turn to View him

with Regret, and an Evil Eye, and to Envy, and Calumniate rhofc Tran-

fcendent Virtues they cannot Reach ; which flcm as much to LefTen and

Reproach Them, as they Exalt i . f and Glo< Andfuch is the

Misfortune, and Difcouragir.g Q tfertt, tli -ho' it lie never

fo Confpicilousand Shining, if it « a the Recommendation and Afliltancc

of a Party, it may forever ly Neglected, Unrewarded, and bury'din a.

Mode ft and Humble Poverty. Whilft Vice and Ignorance Domineer and

Lord it in Wealth and Title, That like the Pw Man in Ecc'lefaficus,

fliall fcarce be Promoted to the Loweft Place in That Cicy which he/avd

by his Wifiom, becanfe he is Poor. I (hall mention but One more Inftance

of the Malignity of Prejudice, which 'tis not eafy to Judge, Whether it

proceeds from the moft Ridiculous Folly, or molt Daring Wickednefs, as

being in One Single Ad a Breach of all the Laws of God, Nature, and Na-

tions, I mean thofe impious, as well a* Miftaken, Notions, Gentlemen

Maintain of Honor in Dutiling, whereby they Superfede all the Authority

of Government, as if That was not a fuftkicnt Guard for Right and Re-

pu ation, wreft the Sword of Jutticcinta their Own Hands, Ufurping the

Vengeance due only to That and GOD, Palliating Murder under the Pre*

ter.ee of Bravery, and Cool-Bloodfhcd under Equity and Satisfaction.

2. But, Secondly, the 111 Effect's of Prejudice are no ltfs Pernicious in

the Adminifl' ation of Jn/lice. For here it Confounds Right and Wrong,

Annuls Proper r
y, Sets Fraud and Oppreflion, Extortion ^.d Violence, a-

bovc Innocence and Honefty ; Makes a Court of Judicature, an Ajylum of

Villainy
i

the Tnbureal, the Pert of the Kingdom; and the very Law,

that was made for the Redrefs of Injuries, it Self the moft Infupportable

Injury. When GOD, who- is the Sovereign Law-Giver and Judge of the

World, Vouchfafes to give Us an Idea of his Immaculate Jufticc, 'tis by

the Defcription of his Impartiality, that he is no Rejfecter of Perfor.s.

And, in the Firft Court of Judicature thac the Ere&ed amongft Men, he

Enaded it as the Supream Law, and as the Prime Rule, by which all Hu-

man Laws are to be Executed, I Charge Tour Judges Hear the Caufes be-

tween Tour Brethren, and Judge Righteoufy between Every Man and his

Brother, and the Stranger that is with htm- Te /hall not Re/petl Perjons

m Judgment, but Te (h*!l Hear the Smaif as wed as the Great ; Te /hall

not be Afraid ofthe Face of Man, for the Judgment is God s. Thou /halt

not wreft Judgment, neither take a Gift, for a Gift does Blind the Eyes of

the Wife, and Pervert the Words of tlu Righteous. Deut. 1.17. c. .6. v.

S$. Which Injunctions we find Ratify 'd by cue Apo/ile in as Exprefs Lan-

guage, if Tou have Re/pecl to Perjons, Tou commit Sin, and are Convinced

»f the Law as Tranfgreffars. Jam. 2. o.

Indeed there may be foine Cafes wherein a Judge, tho' Upright and E-

quicablc in Hmafelf, cannot Prevent all unjuit Partiality in Others. 'Tis

B x known
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Known; that in Our Own QonfUtution, He is Reflrain'd and Regulated by
the Evidence before him ; and mull Give Sentence according to the Force

of the Proofs, and allegation} laid dewn. And rho'his Integrity is never

(o Clear, his Sagacity never fo Penetrating, yet the Truth may, in Delpighe

of Both, be Perverted, if a Malicious Accufer will Suggeft any Sly FaN
<hood, or an Impudent and Perjurd Witnefs will Swear any Thing ; or a

Crafty and Iniinuaring Pleader will call a Falfc Glofs upon any CauH., be-

fore an Ignorant, Credulous, or Pack'd Jury. Bribery and Party Revenge

will Over.rurn Juftice, Acquit Guilt, and Condem Innocence, notwith-

danding all Care and Circumfpe&ion.
If in any Point our Excellent Laws may feem to be Defective, it may

be Suppos'd to be in a Sufficient Provifion again/} Perjury. For how many
Courts furnifh Us with Frequent Inftances of Suborn\d Witneffes, That will

Defy both God and their Confcience
}
who art bereft of all Senfe of Shame,

Religion, or Fear, and will be Hir'd tor a Little Money, efptcially if to

Serve their own Malignant FaHion, to Swallow any Oath that can be In-

vented I And yet (which is a very Mchncholy Reflexion ) our Fortunes,

Characters, Ejlates and Lives, mull Ly at the Mercy of thefe Curfed Mi-

creants, who may R«in rheBeft and Greateft Man in the Nation with the

Little H-zard or" the Pumfhment, and Scandal of the Pillory, Under Fa-

vour, There is nor the L<.aft Proportion bet wit that Penalty, which /w-

pudent and Over -Grown Offenders have Learnt to Defpife, and the Prodi-

gious Sin, and Irreparable Injury and Mifchier that Attends it. NoMan'a
Life, or Reputation, are Secure from the Infoient Attempts of thefe Infa-

tiable, Mercenary, Blood Hounds^ whom the Hebrew Law of Retaliation

can alane Rcftrain. Wherein it was Enacled by GOD, That if A Falje

Witnefs rofe up againfi any Man, to Tefltfy agamfi Him, that which was
wrong, that it fkould be done unto Him as He Thought to home done unto

Hn Brother-, that the Judge's EyeJhould ?iot Pity, but Life go for Life,

Eyefor Eye, Tooth for Tooth, Handfor Hand, Foot for Foot, Deut. 19. l6,&c.

I ftiall not Prelume to Duett my Superiors, but with Submiflion,inchia

Perilous Caje, there cannot be too much Equity (hewn ; it may feem here

Highly Expedient ro Temper the Rigor and Letter of the Law ; All Cir-

curflances ought Sedately to be Pondtr'd, and the Whole Courfe and Tenor
of a Man's Life and Character, orherwile Irreprehevfible, fet in Oppofi-

rion, toCounrerballance the Sujpicious Evidence given in of One Single

Action. If ever a Becoming Mercy may be Allow'd to Softtn Juftice, in

this Cap it may be Requifite and Pr aife- worthy ; Wherein, not only the

Sacred Dignity of a Whole Order is concern'd, but every Man's Reputa-

tion, Dear as his Life, may be as Equally Struck at, as MalieitteJIy Taken
away. Otberwife, notwithftanding the Admirable Contrivance of Our
Laws, and rhe Uprightnefs of thofe that Adminifter Juftice, the very Law
lt

fi
lf ( ! Dread to fpeak it ! ) may prove Unfortunately almoft an Ine-

vitable Snare : and Secret Artifice, Infidious Virulence, and Deep-work-
ing Revutge , drive out that Old Engli/h Integrity , and Sincerity, for

which We have been ever Co Juilly Renown'd, But to Detain You no

longer
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longer with a Digreflion upon this Lamentable Cafe, againfr. which It may
be Wifh'd Our fVife Legiflators will provide.

I intreat Your Patience, Laftly, To (hew the Dangerous Conference
of Prejudice in Religion. And truly Here the Malady feems Co Inveterate,

that the Patient gives Himfelf over, and Naufcates and Defpifes both his

Remedy, and Phyfician. When Men have Rais'd for Themfelves, Nev
and Anomalous Plans of Religion, Suitable to their Inclination?, and A-
greeable to their Lives, they will Wrefl the Word of God ro Defend their

Own Inventions, rather than Relinquijb 'em. And 'tis very ftrange, con-

sidering the Plainnefs and Pcrfpicuuy of the Holy Scriptures, that there

were never fince the Foundation of Chriftianity, any Falfe Dotfrines, He-

refies or Schifms, Broach'd or Propagated in the Word, tho' never ib Ex-

travagant, Shocking, and Inconfijlent with each other, but have Equally

laid their Claim to the Infpir'd Writings for their Juftification ; and fee

Up the Go/pel, as the Univerfal Standard of their Truth and Authority,

This was the Fraudulent Stratagem of the Grand Founder, and Father of

All Faljhood, the Devil, who thought himfelf Secure of Berraying the

Very Son ofGodwith Its Delufion ; and by which the Socinians, who Copy
fo perfectly after Their Majier, endeavour to Difprove His Divinity. And
what Abfurdity can be ever fo Nonfenfical, and Flagitious, that Men's

Prejudices cannot enable 'em to Swallow
;
when through Thefe, they (hall

Dare to Counterfeit G O D*6 Commijfion, to Blafpbeme His Holy lnfpira*

tions, to Impeach the Divine Veracity of Contradiction, to Arraign the

God of Truth for FalJbood,ind ro Bring Omnifcience to Seal to the Forgery

of a Lye? For what elfe can all that Multitude of Opinions, that Diitin-

guifhes the fevei al Claffes, Seiis, Divtjtens, and Sub Divifions of Pre-

tended Chrijlians and Churches in the World be Call'd ? Which are Drawn

like fo many Lines from a Center, all Uniting in the Same Point, yet Se-

parated and Widening from each Other. Some Placing Religion in Spe-

culation and Myjlical Vifion, Others in Meer External Pomp, and Pro-

fejfion, and not a Few in a Bold, Conceited, Ignorant Confidence and Pre-

emption. One Exalting Morality above the Gofpel, Another lntirely

Excluding it. This Reprefenting Chrifiianity, as a Commodious and Gen-

(eel Institution, and Complying with our Appetites and Pleafuresj and

Another as a Sharp, Rigid, and Melancholly Discipline, wholly Incom-

patible with Human Life. This, by Indulging Men in Vice, making them

Libertines and Atheifis, That, by Setting up an Impracticable Virtue,

guiettfts, and Enthufiafls. Here We find a People holding Variety of
Sacraments and Orders, There Others utterly Denying Both. Some Pre-

tending the Pope as a Supream Judge of their Faith, Another Setting Tra-

dition,znd Councels above Him ; And a Third Sort for Retting in the Sug-

gestions of a Private Spirit. And all in their Way Affuming a Kind of
Infallibility • as if Truth Chang 'd its Form and Appearance according to

the Difference of Men's Humours, or Climates. And truly he that Reads
their Hiflories and Controverjies, will find fcarce any Thing Elfe, but a

Party- Prejudist Running through them all. Thus every Se>ci has its Par-

ticular



titular Prejudge, which Governs their Reafgn apd Relig:on ; It can make
3 Jew C'ucify his King and Saviour

i
a Mahometan, and Sociman, Un-

Godium • a Papift Devour him ; a Lutheran hold a Verttial and Rea/,

and yet a L^^/ Prefeaqs of ChrijPs Body in the Holy Euchariji
;

a Ca/-

'v/'»iy? believe GOD from all Eternity, to Reprobate the whole World,

but Hirdfelf and his Brethren i and an Englijh Fanatick ( the Greatcft

Monfter of 'email ! ) in a Sordid Imitation of Him, Rend the Chuich
inro Schifm and Diffraction, and Ancmathizc Bifl:ops, to fee up Lay-Elders

agd Occafional Conformijls. Thus Fatally does Prejudice Miflead Men
into the h4 Damnable £fcrf/y and Infidelity

}
For Errors in Judgment

will be found to Endanger our Salvation, as much as Errors in Pratlice
;

and 'tis fcarce Poffible, there fhould be One without the Other. And This

£r. Paul has givsn Us a Lively Example of in Himfelf, Who with an Er-

roneous and Prejudic'd Con{c\eocc, as a Strict and Malignant Jen, might

have Forfeited the Benefit of his Persecuted Saviour's Sufferings, had not

his Saviour Himfelf, by a Miraculous Mercy, Interpos'd for his Converfion.

Now, What an Infinite and Invaluable Rleffing do We Enjoy j Who, by

G O D's Preventing Grace, are Baptizd , and Educated in a Church,

whofe Primitive Creeds, Orthodox Articles, and Charitable Difcipline,

are the moft Efficacious Means, either to Anticipate, or Eradicate, ail

thefe Prejudices I A Church, which if GOD, in hisutmoft Wrath, fhould

permit its Enemies to Subvert, We mayjultiy Conclude, that the Great

Day of Final Retribution is Drawing near j and that Men's Sins and Pre-

judices art Ripe for Di-v-ne Judgment, and Call down Vengeance upon

that Wicked Earth, in which Scarce any True Faith /hall be Found

!

To Conclude, Next to a Firm Adheiion to, and Uufhaken Perfeverance

in, the Doctrine of This BEST or. CHURCHES, which no Seducing

Prejudicean Pervert ; no Phanatick Enfhufiafm Corrupt ; no SuperfH-

tious Abomination Defile j and whofe only Stain and Reproach are thofe

Double Apoftates, that Trim and Pryvaricate with Her Communion,
which mut End in Her DiiTolutiou: If any among Us, notwithstanding

kr Excellent Rules to Preveat it, are Milled with Prejudice, as even the

Beit of Men may be Obnoxious to ir, le't. Us Nicely and Diligently Exa-

mine into the Nature, and Grounds of our moil Holy Religion ; which

Conliits, no: Co much in a Laborious Search of Learning, and an Accurate

Skill in Difttnguifhing the Subtle Sophiitry of Conrrovcrfy, as in what

the Scripture calls a Refign'd and Ready Will to Believe and Obey, where-

by We Jhall know of the Di5?;- :ne. -whether it be of God, by an Honed
Mind, and a Pure and Mania Heart, holding the Myfiery of Faith in a
Good QjfttfiJettce ; which if We put away. We fhall certainly fuffcr Ship-

•wrack in the Dubious Courfe of Our Salvation. Let Us Labour fo to

Conquer Our Paffions, and particularly That Great Leaven of Pride, that

Ferments them, that We may attain to that Habit and Perfection the A-
pojiles Qefenbe:, of having Our Reafon and Senfes Exerois d to Difieru

both Good and Evil. Let Us Weigh, Meafure, and Compare One Pnn-
^ifie with Anochsr, and never Prelum to Settle any Thing as a Prtnsiple

f ic
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in Our Minds, bat upon the Authority, and Conviflion of Reafon, and

Revelation, rfte only fure Foundation We can Build upon. And to make

thefe Our Endeavours Succcfsful, We mull have a conftstu Application to

the Throne of Grace, for the Divine Afliftance, to Supply the De-feels of

Our Nature, by the Gifts and Efficacious Succours of the BicfTed Spirit of
Truth, to Conduct Our Wandring Steps through this Dark Vale of Sin

and Mifery, and to Lead Us into that Truth from which no Temptation

may ever Seduce, or Divert Us.

Thus far it lies in Every One's Power to Correct, or Subdue his Oren

Errors-, this is every Man's particular Care, and Private Province, to

Amend what may RefpecY his Own Life. But thore Publick Caufes of

Prejudice, which Affect the Body Politick, and Strike at the National Io-

tereft and Safety, call for the Affiftance of the Magijirate, and the Power,

and Execution of the Law, upon which They arc fiich an Open Viola-

tion and Reproach.

Amongft which we may Single out, as ths mod Notorious, Thofe Ille-

gal Seminaries, that are Planted up and dewn in Several Parts of This

Kingdom, as 'twere fo Many Schifmatical Univerfties, Set up in Cpro-

fition againft the £ ST A B L I S H' D C H U R C H , and Thefe Royal

Fountains of Its Learrttng, for the Education of Ycuth in all thePoyfr.cu*

Principles of Fanaticifn and Faffioh ; and to Debauch Them with the

Corrupted Maxims of R.epublicanifm, which in Our Conftitution has, and

mart for ever end in Anarchy, and Confufiorr. And is it not therefore

High Time for the Law to take Cognizance of Such a Growing Mi (chief,

which if Suffer'd to go on with Connivance and Impunity, will Grad-

gather Strength, Rife into Corporations, and Societies of Schifn:, to Pro-

pagate a Generation of Vipers, that will Eat through the very Bowels ot

Our Church, and Perpetuate Their Dijfenpoit to Pofterity !

It is too Notorious, how Liberal the Enemies ofOur Church and State

have been, in Contributing to Maintain and Support Them ;
weP K^nw- ^^

ing, ihac They mull Inevitably End in the Ruin of Our Monarchical, ai.dJ^P
Epifcopal Government. This is a Sufficient Argument, how L<::'.e'Xh*y

Deferve, and how Much They will Abufe, Any Indulgence that is Grant- d

Them! But Thefe are filch Sort of ACADEMICAL CONVENTICLES,
as They never yet Had (and We Hope in GOD never will Have ) Any
TOLERATION for! Were it only and Infringement upon the

Rights and Privileges of This Place, Granted, Continued, Confirm'd,

and Deliver 'd down to It by the Indifputed Authority, and Vatious AUs
of Kings, §}ueens, and Parliaments, it might be a very Jufifiable Caufo

of Complaint, for the Redrefs of fuch an lnfupportable Grievance. But

This is a Tranfgreffion of a Much Higher Natmc, 'tis no lefs than an U-
furpation of the Prerogative of the Crown ( which Our Wile Senate has;

Declar'd fo Sacred and Inviolable j and which, if not lpeedily Prevented,

will in Time Piuck it from Our Prince's Head. Upon wheh i: can never

Reft Safe, or Secure, but as 'tis Upheld bv the Principles and Dodtines of^
the C H U R C H OF E NG L A N D, 'as DiftinguiQi'd from All Other^jfe.

Reform d Chunkes, Dout
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Doubtlcfs out ofThefe Schools and Nurferies of Rebellton,hzve Spawn'd

That Multitude of FaBiout, Hetherodoxs, Atheiftical, Lewd Books, and

Seditious Libels , which are every day Publi/h'd againft Monarchy , and

the Eftabliih'd Hierarchy, and Religion, to the Encouragement of Vice,

the Dcllruclion of Piety, and the Scandal and Extirpation of Oar Lav,

Natton, and Government. Whit Church, or Kingdom in the World,

wotfld Patiently Endure to See it Self thus Provokingly Affronted ? And

the Memory of the B L E S S E D M A R T Y R, the Greateft

Glory and Defender of Both, made the Infamous Subject of Scorn and

Drollery, whilft the Lajl Branch of the Royal Family is notwithstanding

- Tet, G O D be Blefs'd ! Flour ijhing on the Throne! What

can be the Meaning of Thnf: purifications, that are now every where

Publifh'd, of That Horn. Rebellion, both out of the Prefs ( and, to Its

Eternal Difgrace ! ) out of the very Pulpit • together with the Impu-

dent Burlefquing the Difmal Murder of HER ROYAL GRAND-
FATHER, but to Prepare the Nation to AB over the Same Bloody

Tragedy Agen ? It an Heathen Republick wou'd not Suffer the Myfteries

of a Falfe Religion to be Projand, What Holy Indignation, what Zealous

Refolution, what Ardent Affe&ion, Ought We to fliew m the Defence of

the Venerable Mjjleries of Our True Religion, which is thus Openly At-

tack'd, with Reviling Scoffs, and Ridiculing blafphemy\ Thcfearefiich

Crying Sins, as are Enough to Sink Our Place an Nation into Everlafting

Vengeance, if not Prevented by a Timely Execution of the Lam upon

fuch Enormous and Unheard-of Offences.

Conftder therefore, MY LORDS, You that are the Mini/lert of

God, and Bear not the Svoord in Vain, that You are Appointed as Re-

vengers to Execute Wzath upon Thofe th-tt do Evil, Thus You may Avert

the Judgments We have Juft Caufc to Fear, and Bring down a Blefling

upon Our Government and Kingdom, and Eftablifh Both in Peace, Hap-

pinefs and Tranquility.

Now to the Great and Impartial Judge of the Secrets of All

Hearts, with whom there is no HeJpeS of Perfons, unto Him that

fitteth on the Throne, be Glory in the Church by Chriii Jefuf9 through"

tut All Ages World without End.

FINIS.
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